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Former maypearl, texas, police chief Kevin Coffey during a prison interview.
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four forecast in september, em-
phasizing that future cuts would 
depend on progress toward curb-
ing inflation and continued 
strength in the labor market.

stocks plunged following the 
rate cut, as investors soured on 
the news that interest rates 
would remain higher for longer 
than expected in 2025. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average de-
clined more than 1,100 points, or 
2.6 percent, extending its longest 
losing streak in five decades.

Inflation has weighed heavily 
on Americans, especially those 
with middle and lower incomes, 
and it drove voters to the polls in 
november to elect Donald 
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BY ANDREW ACKERMAN

The Federal Reserve lowered 
interest rates on Wednesday by 
an additional quarter percentage 
point while pulling back on 
planned rate cuts next year as 
inflation proves to be a bigger 
challenge than its earlier esti-
mates.

The Fed penciled in just two 
rate cuts for 2025, down from 

Fed lowers rates again, 
points to inflation ahead 

Stocks plunge as central 
bank signals two cuts in 
2025, down from four

from Trump in the late afternoon, 
has forced Johnson back to the 
drawing board on a plan to pre-
vent a Christmastime shutdown 
— and maintain the support of his 
chaotic conference to be reelect-
ed as speaker early next year.

“Your elected representatives 
have heard you and now the 
terrible bill is dead,” Musk boast-
ed on X, the social media site he 
owns, after he spent the day 
blasting the measure. “The voice 
of the people has triumphed!”

sEE house On a4

BY MARIANNA SOTOMAYOR 

AND JACOB BOGAGE

Republicans scrapped House 
speaker Mike Johnson’s biparti-
san plan to avert a government 
shutdown, as President-elect 
Donald Trump and Elon Musk 
joined a broad swath of the House 
GOP on Wednesday to condemn a 
compromise bill full of Democrat-
ic policy priorities.

The rebuke, which built steadi-
ly through the day and culminat-
ed with a long written statement 

GOP scraps deal 
on budget after 
revolt from right
without action, shutdown is days away

Pressure from Musk, Trump dooms bipartisan bill

This article is by Loveday Morris, 

Suzan Haidamous, Louisa 

Loveluck, Nilo Tabrizy 

and Imogen Piper

aL-HaKeeM, sYRia — The 
woman was clutching her in-
fant, still in the dressing gown 
and pajamas she had been wear-
ing a day earlier when fighters 

overran this village in syria’s 
Latakia province, the heartland 
of Bashar al-Assad’s Alawite mi-
nority sect.

Her scorched home still radi-
ated heat from the fires they had 
set. she hadn’t seen her hus-
band since he fled into the citrus 
groves.

“We are dying from fear,” she 

said, standing outside the 
house, speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity for fear of 
reprisals. “It’s as though our 
hearts are in our hands.”

Rebels burned four homes 
sunday in the retaliatory attack, 
a day after a family in al-
Hakeem had attacked one of 

sEE syria On a17

Revenge attacks   in Syria fuel fear, mistrust
Vigilantes exploit post-Assad chaos to  settle personal and sectarian scores 

lorenzo tugnoli For the Washington Post

sheikh ahmed Banawi and his family stop at a checkpoint monday on the way out of al-hakeem 

in syria’s latakia province.  the alawite family was leaving the village out of  fear of reprisals. 

BY CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON

In 1495, a devastating infection 
began to sweep across Europe, 
causing pustules and sores to 
erupt on people’s bodies and 
 faces. Accusatory finger-pointing 
about the scourge, syphilis, began 
almost immediately. The Italians 
called it “the French disease”; the 
French called it “the neapolitan 
disease”; the Russians called it 
“the Polish disease.”

The sexually transmitted dis-
ease remains a public health men-
ace today, despite the fact that it is 
easily cured with antibiotics. But 
the scientific debate still rages 
about the ancient origins of syphi-
lis — including why the wave of 
illness that swamped Renais-
sance Europe was so virulent.

Did syphilis initially emerge in 
the Americas and arrive in Eu-
rope in early 1493 when explorer 
Christopher Columbus returned 
to spain, in the reverse of so many 
other illnesses that wiped out In-
digenous peoples? Or was it a 
much older “pre-Columbian” dis-
ease that has been infecting hu-
manity much longer — one that 

flew under the radar, perhaps 
mistaken for leprosy or another 
ailment in Medieval Europe?

In a study published Wednes-
day in the journal nature, an 
international team studied an-
cient DnA harvested from lesion-
ridden bones or teeth of five peo-
ple who lived in Peru, Chile, Ar-
gentina and Mexico either before 
or around the time of Columbus. 
They found that early versions of 
the microbe, Treponema pal-
lidum, that causes syphilis and 
related diseases were already di-
verse and widespread. Their 
analysis suggests that syphilis 
emerged in the Americas within 
the last 8,000 years and spread 
across the globe fueled by Euro-
pean colonization.

“The syphilis debate was a big 
one, and it was a very emotional 
one ... a famous paleopathologist 
described it as one of the most 
enigmatic questions in science,” 
said Kirsten Bos, group leader for 
molecular paleopathology at the 
Max Planck Institute for Evolu-
tionary Anthropology and one of 
the leaders of the work. she ar-
gued the new evidence would set-
tle the matter. “It’s a very clear 
slam dunk: Okay, this clearly 
came from the Americas.”

several outside researchers 
agreed the study provides valu-
able new evidence strongly sug-
gesting an American origin for 
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Analysis of ancient DNA 
hints at syphilis’s origin

Study suggests disease 
emerged in the Americas 
before ravaging Europe BY ANN E. MARIMOW 

AND EVA DOU

The supreme Court said 
Wednesday that it will quickly 
take up TikTok’s challenge to a 
federal law that would shutter 
the popular platform next month 
unless the company divests from 
Chinese ownership.

The justices said they would 
consider whether the law, passed 
with bipartisan support to ad-
dress national security concerns, 
violates the First Amendment 
rights of millions of TikTok users 
and the owners of the video- 
 sharing platform.

In a sign of the significance of 
the issue, the court added a 
special hearing to its calendar, 
scheduling two hours for oral 
argument Jan. 10. A ruling could 
come any time after that.

TikTok had asked the high 
court to intervene before Jan. 19, 
the deadline Congress set for 
TikTok’s China-based parent 
company, ByteDance, to sell the 
platform or be barred in the 
United states. The company 
wants the justices to put on hold 
a lower-court ruling that clears 
the way for the law, which was 
signed by President Joe Biden.

sEE Court On a6

Justices 
to consider 
challenge to 
TikTok ban

Pentagon policy:  senate passes 

bill with controversial addition. A4

@PKCapitol: speaker’s critics and 

allies alike are frustrated. A2

Musk: on x, the “Doge” leader 

went on an hours-long tirade. A6

The   ‘perfect’ predator
How a police chief with a  troubled past groomed a small Texas town

This article is by Jenn Abelson, 

Alice Li, Jessica Contrera, 

Tucker Harris and Carolyn Van Houten

MaYPeaRL, Texas — The new police chief quickly 
impressed the small Texas community he’d sworn 
to protect. He started a Christmas charity event. 
He checked on elderly neighbors.

He seemed especially good, residents noted, 
with troubled teenagers.

The people of Maypearl trusted Police Chief 
Kevin Coffey.

Few were aware that Maypearl was the eighth 
law enforcement agency that Coffey had worked 

at in 11 years. Fewer knew that there was a trail of 
accusations and secrets in his past. And none 
could have predicted the destruction he would 
wreak in their town.

The kids would eventually call him The Creep-
er. The adults would denounce him as a monster. 
The prosecutors who put him away for child 
sexual abuse would describe him as a master 
manipulator “who groomed the community.”

But Coffey, sitting behind a glass partition in a 
state prison, would struggle to describe himself 
— and how he got away with exploiting his power 
for so long.

sEE maypearl On a10

Coffey during 

his time as 

police chief.

courtesy oF the 
Waxahachie Daily light

Local implications: Key Bridge 

funds, rFK deal face unraveling. B1



A2 eZ re the washington post . thursday, december 19 ,  2024

KLMNO
neWsPAPer DeLiVerY

for home delivery comments 

or concerns contact us at 

washingtonpost.com/subscriberservices or 

send us an email at 

homedelivery@washpost.com or call 

202-334-6100 or 800-477-4679

to sUBscriBe

202-334-6100 or

washingtonpost.com/homedelivery

to ADVertise

washingtonpost.com/mediakit

Classified: 202-334-6200

Display: 202-334-7642

MAin PHone nUMBer

202-334-6000

to reAcH tHe neWsrooM

Metro: 202-334-7300;

metro@washpost.com

national: 202-334-7410;

national@washpost.com

Business: 202-334-7320;

business@washpost.com

sports: 202-334-7350;

sports@washpost.com

to reAcH tHe oPinion PAges

Letters to the editor:

letters@washpost.com or call 

202-334-9876

opinion: oped@washpost.com

Published daily (issn 0190-8286). 

PostMaster: send address changes to 

the Washington Post, 1301 K st. nW, Washington, 

D.C. 20071. 

Periodicals postage paid in Washington, D.C., and 

additional mailing office.

corrections

l  A Dec. 16 A-section article 
about President Joe Biden’s 
legacy misstated the subject of a 
White House event last week. It 
was a conference focused on 
women’s health research, not 
reproductive health. 

l  A Dec. 10 Style article about 
Golden Globes nomination 
surprises incorrectly referred to 
categories recognizing 
supporting actresses and actors 
“in a musical or comedy.” The 
categories recognize performers 
in any genre of motion picture.

the Washington Post is committed to 

correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. those interested in 

contacting the paper for that purpose 

can:

email: corrections@washpost.com.

call: 202-334-6000, and ask to be 

connected to the desk involved — 

national, foreign, Metro, style, sports, 

Business or any of the weekly sections. 

seemed to be in a strong position 
to easily secure another term.

But the GOP won only 220 
House seats, the narrowest 
majority in more than 100 years, 
and then Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-
Florida) resigned during his 
brief stint as Trump’s pick for 
attorney general and amid an 
ethics investigation.

So, when the 119th Congress 
starts Jan. 3, Johnson will have 
at most 219 on his side of the 
aisle. If all 215 Democrats show 
up, just two disgruntled 
Republicans can vote for 
someone else and leave Johnson 
short of the outright majority 
needed to secure the speaker’s 
gavel.

Several moves by Johnson the 
past few weeks have been clear 
appeasement attempts, 
including the creation of a 
subcommittee working with the 
Musk-Ramaswamy effort to 
eliminate government jobs. He 
gave the chair position to Rep. 
Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-
Georgia), a previous critic of 
Johnson who failed in her bid to 
oust him this year but now 
supports him.

The speaker also rebuffed 
efforts to pass all 12 funding bills 
in one omnibus plan — even 
from his own colleagues in GOP 
leadership who want Trump to 
start his presidency without a 
government funding fight early 
next year.

“Look, I’m not worried about 
the speaker vote,” Johnson told 
reporters Tuesday. “We’re 
governing. Everybody knows we 
have difficult circumstances. 
We’re doing the very best we 
can.”

Their very best was always 
going to come up short of having 
enough votes. Some far-right 
Republicans simply will not vote 
for government funding bills.

And because a few of these 
 far-right conservatives will not 
vote for a usually simple 
parliamentary move to formally 
start debate, Johnson has to use 
the fast-track calendar requiring 
the supermajority. That means 
he needs more than just a few 
votes from the other side of the 
aisle.

Malliotakis said that Johnson, 
once he opened up talks to 
include aid for farmers and other 
measures, needed to work 
harder for GOP victories.

“If you open up the process, 
then you should be helping your 
members get legislative wins, not 
the Democrats,” she said.

speaker’s gavel in January 2023.
Malliotakis would not 

entertain voting for someone 
else for speaker, but she said 
Johnson’s leadership team 
needed to spend the next couple 
of weeks talking with rank-and-
file Republicans to explain how 
things will work next year.

“Look, I’m not willing to take 
it necessarily that far at this 
moment. But I do believe that 
there needs to be a serious 
conversation before Jan. 3 about 
how our leadership is going to 
help our members score small 
wins,” she said, noting that these 
types of victories could show 
results to voters at home. “I have 
not seen an effort from the 
current leadership that satisfies 
me.”

When he took over after 
McCarthy’s ouster — 
precipitated by McCarthy’s 
mishandling of a different 
government funding negotiation 
in the fall of 2023 — Johnson 
promised to never allow a 
massive funding bill to pass just 
before Christmas.

Last December, he punted the 
final details of government 
funding into the early spring, 
then split the package into two 
large bills in an effort to avoid 
the “omnibus” phrase.

With Trump winning the 
presidency again and voicing full 
support for Johnson, the speaker 

majority of votes for the 
legislation — faced a revolt from 
their swing-district members 
who did not want to be seen 
voting for their own pay increase 
at a time when Congress’s 
approval rating has not topped 
20 percent in almost two years.

“We should be working to 
raise Americans’ wages and 
lower their health care costs, not 
slipping new taxpayer-funded 
perks for ourselves into must-
pass legislation behind closed 
doors,” Rep. Jared Golden (D-
Maine), who won reelection last 
month by just 0.6 percent, wrote 
on social media.

Even before Trump weighed 
in, all the uproar threw passage 
of the sprawling legislation into 
some doubt, particularly since 
Johnson would need to pass it on 
a fast-track calendar that would 
require a two-thirds majority for 
approval.

In the process, far-right 
conservatives are mad enough 
that the Jan. 3 vote for speaker, 
in which Johnson is seeking a 
second term, could get rocky.

Asked about support for 
Johnson on that vote, some 
lawmakers simply demurred. 
“That’s a different topic at a 
different time. We’ll see,” said 
Norman, one of 20 Republicans 
who forced Kevin McCarthy (R-
California) to go 15 rounds of 
ballots before winning the 

members to opt out of getting 
their health care from the 
exchanges created by the 
Affordable Care Act and enter 
the more generous plan offered 
to other federal workers. During 
the 2010 debate over the ACA, 
Republicans forced that change, 
hoping that if Democrats had to 
receive that type of health care, 
they might oppose the law. That 
never happened, and the ACA 
remained intact, but the 
provision became conservative 
dogma.

Just after 4 a.m. Wednesday, 
Elon Musk turned to his social 
media platform to amplify 
criticism from Vivek 
Ramaswamy of the 1,500-plus-
page bill with a blunt 
declaration.

“This bill should not pass,” 
wrote Musk, the co-leader with 
Ramaswamy of a new 
government-efficiency outfit in 
the incoming Trump 
administration.

Musk spent the rest of his day 
tapping out screeds against the 
legislation, more than 30 social 
media posts in the 3 o’clock hour 
alone, including, “One of the 
worst bills ever written.”

Even Democrats — who would 
have been needed to post the 

Near the end of 
his valedictory 
speech 14 months 
ago, House 
Speaker Mike 

Johnson promised his colleagues 
transparency, accountability and 
“good stewardship of the 
people’s treasure.”

This week, behind closed 
doors, the Louisiana Republican 
cut a deal to fund the 
government for three months 
that includes, among other 
things, $110 billion for disaster 
relief, a rewrite of health policy 
related to pharmaceutical 
middlemen and a complicated 
plan to transfer land to D.C. 
officials to try to lure back a 
sports team.

By late Wednesday afternoon, 
the entire legislative package 
appeared headed for defeat, as 
President-elect Donald Trump 
blasted what he called giveaways 
to Democrats in the bill and 
threw a massive wrench into 
talks by demanding a complex 
negotiation over the debt limit. 
Johnson’s already tenuous hold 
on power now faces greater 
jeopardy in next month’s speaker 
vote.

Johnson, who long opposed 
end-of-year “omnibus” bills with 
thousands of pages of legislation 
tucked in, got defensive this 
week when critics accused him 
of doing exactly what he said he 
would not do. “It’s not a 
Christmas tree, it’s not an omni,” 
he said.

But even allies were skeptical. 
“I’m not voting for it, I’m not 
voting for it. And it has more to 
do with the process,” Rep. Nicole 
Malliotakis (R-New York), who 
usually supports leadership 
strategy, said Wednesday.

“I like Mike; I’m frustrated 
with the outcome. I’m frustrated 
with what we get,” Rep. Ralph 
Norman (R-South Carolina) said 
Tuesday morning.

Late Tuesday, when the actual 
legislation was unveiled, most 
lawmakers were surprised to see 
two very big presents to 
members of Congress 
themselves.

First, congressional leaders 
eliminated language that had 
prevented a raise for lawmakers, 
freeing them up to receive a cost-
of-living adjustment for the first 
time since 2009.

The bill would also allow 

A lot of people are angry with Speaker Mike Johnson — again
@PKCapitol

Paul Kane

Maansi srivastava for the Washington Post

House Speaker Mike Johnson on Dec. 5. His handling of a spending package has raised critics’ ire.

on a SpaceX Dragon capsule.
Crew-10 includes astronauts 

Anne McClain and Nichole Ayers, 
Japanese astronaut Takuya Oni-
shi and Russian cosmonaut Kirill 
Peskov. They will replace Wil-
liams and Wilmore as well as two 
Crew-9 members, Nick Hague 
and Aleksandr Gorbunov.

NASA has emphasized that the 
Starliner crew members are not 
stranded on the station, since 
spacecraft docked there give 
them a way to evacuate at any 
time. NASA recently completed 
two resupply flights to keep the 
station stocked with food, water, 
clothing and oxygen.

The current stay of Williams 
and Wilmore is already longer 
than the six-month average for 
astronauts aboard the space sta-
tion, NASA said, but even a nine-
month stay wouldn’t register 
among the longest human trips 
in space. Astronaut Frank Rubio 
spent 371 days aboard the space 
station in 2022 and 2023, and the 
record is held by Russian cosmo-
naut Valery Polyakov, who spent 
437 days abroad Russia’s Mir 
space station in the mid-1990s.

BY AARON GREGG

The two Boeing Starliner as-
tronauts kept unexpectedly on 
the International Space Station 
since June have had their stay 
extended yet again because the 
next crew will arrive later than 
originally anticipated, NASA said 
this week.

Barry “Butch” Wilmore and 
Sunita Williams were previously 
expected to return in February 
after spending several months 
longer in orbit than planned. But 
NASA said Tuesday that the next 
ISS crew, which NASA calls Crew-
10, will not fly into space before 
late March. The astronauts who 
will be leaving the station, in-
cluding Williams and Wilmore, 
will spend about five days help-
ing to train the new arrivals, 
NASA said.

“Known as a handover period, 
it allows Crew-9 to share any 

lessons learned with the newly 
arrived crew and support a better 
transition for ongoing science 
and maintenance at the com-
plex,” NASA said in a statement 
released Tuesday.

NASA and SpaceX pushed 
Crew-10’s flight to March because 
they need more time to process 
the new Dragon spacecraft set to 
arrive in Florida in January. The 
space agency noted that the proc-
ess of building, testing and pre-
paring a new spacecraft is a 
“painstaking endeavor” that re-
quires great attention to detail.

Wilmore and Williams initially 
were supposed to spend several 
days aboard the station in June, 
as part of a test flight for Boeing’s 
capsule, but NASA opted to re-
turn Starliner to Earth without a 
crew because of misfiring thrust-
ers and helium leaks. The space 
agency decided the Starliner 
crew would go back in February 

Starliner astronauts’ return 
is delayed further, to March
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Court to hear funding 
of Planned Parenthood 

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday agreed to take up a 
case reviewing South Carolina’s 
decision to cut off state funding 
for Planned Parenthood over its 
abortion services.

South Carolina in 2018 
terminated its funding agreement 
with Planned Parenthood, which 
has provided birth control, 
physical exams and cancer 
screenings to low-income state 
residents through its Medicaid 
program for four decades. The 
group’s health centers in 
Charleston and Columbia also 
terminate pregnancies, but 
Medicaid does not pay for 
abortions except in limited 
situations required by federal law.

The move came after South 
Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster 
(R) issued an executive order in 
2017 directing all state agencies to 
cease providing public funds to 
any physician or professional 
medical practice “affiliated with 

an abortion clinic.”
Planned Parenthood and a 

patient sued the state, invoking 
what they said is a right under 
federal law for Medicaid 
recipients to choose to receive 
their medical care from any 
qualified and willing provider.

The U.S. District Court sided 
with Planned Parenthood, and 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
4th Circuit affirmed that 
decision, finding that a Medicaid 
patient can sue to enforce the 
choice-of-provider requirement.

The Alliance Defending 
Freedom (ADF), representing 
South Carolina’s health and 
human services director, urged 
the Supreme Court to reverse the 
decision, noting that some other 
appeals courts have ruled the 
opposite way in cases involving 
similar circumstances in Texas 
and Arkansas.

 The high court will now have to 
resolve that split among appeals 
courts.

The case is Kerr v. Planned 

Parenthood South Atlantic.
— Justin Jouvenal 

and Ann E. Marimow

neW YorK

Man guilty of running 
Chinese police station 

A Manhattan resident has 
pleaded guilty to helping 
establish a secret police station in 
New York City on behalf of the 
Chinese government. 

Chen Jinping, 60, entered the 
guilty plea on a single count of 
conspiracy to act as an agent of a 
foreign government in Brooklyn 
federal court on Wednesday. 

Prosecutors say Chen and his 
co-defendant, Lu Jianwang, 
opened and operated a local 
branch of China’s Ministry of 
Public Security in Manhattan’s 
Chinatown neighborhood 
starting in early 2022.

The office, which occupied an 
entire floor of the building, 
performed basic services, such as 
helping Chinese citizens renew 
their Chinese driver’s licenses, 
but also identified pro-democracy 
activists living in the United 
States, according to federal 
authorities.

— Associated Press
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kis said. A teen in Canada was 
hospitalized with an H5N1 infec-
tion, and in that case officials have 
not been able to identify the 
source of exposure.

In the United States, there have 
been two cases — an adult in Mis-
souri and a child in California — 
where health officials have not 
determined how they became ex-
posed and infected.

In the past 25 years of global 
experience with the virus, of the 
more than 900 cases of H5N1 
 infection in other countries, 
 infection has been associated with 
severe illness and — in about 
50 percent of cases — death, offi-
cials have said.

Public health experts have been 
growing increasingly concerned 
about the spread of the virus in 
dairy herds in recent weeks, with 
more than 800 herds infected in 16 
states, including more than 600 in 
California. The virus has also at-
tacked poultry flocks and spread 
to other animals. On Wednesday, 
California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) 
declared a state of emergency “to 
streamline and expedite the state’s 
response,” he said.

No person-to-person spread of 
H5N1 bird flu has been detected in 
any of the cases. The CDC said the 
latest case does not change its 
overall assessment of the immedi-
ate risk to the public’s health from 
bird flu, which officials said re-
mains low.

BY LENA H. SUN

An individual in Louisiana has 
the first severe illness caused by 
bird flu in the United States, feder-
al health officials said Wednesday.

The patient, who is hospital-
ized, had been in contact with sick 
and dead birds in backyard flocks 
on their property, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
said. It’s the first case of H5N1 bird 
flu in the United States linked to 
exposure to a backyard flock, and 
news of the infection comes the 
same day California officials de-
clared a state of emergency to 
confront the outbreak spreading 
among dairy cows.

The Louisiana Health Depart-
ment announced over the week-
end that it had detected its first 
presumptive positive human case 
of bird flu in a resident of south-
western Louisiana who was hospi-
talized. 

Emma Herrock, a spokeswom-
an for the Louisiana Health De-
partment, said in an emailed 
statement Wednesday the patient 
is over 65 and has underlying med-
ical conditions. She declined to 
describe the person’s symptoms or 
severity of illness. Citing patient 

confidentiality, she said there 
would be no updates about the 
patient’s condition at this time.

People over 65 and individuals 
with underlying medical condi-
tions are at higher risk of compli-
cations from influenza.

The case was confirmed by the 
CDC on Friday. In a briefing 
Wednesday, Demetre Daskalakis, 
a top CDC official, said prelimi-
nary genetic sequencing indicates 
the virus belongs to a version of 
bird flu recently detected in wild 
birds and poultry in the United 
States, and in recent human cases 
in British Columbia and Washing-
ton state.

That version, or genotype, is 
different from the one detected in 
dairy cows, some human cases 
and some U.S. poultry outbreaks, 
he said. The patient had no expo-
sure to dairy cows, and state offi-
cials are monitoring contacts and 
offering antivirals if needed.

Public health officials are 
watching this case carefully be-
cause in all of the other 60 cases of 
bird flu illness in the United 
States, patients have experienced 
mild illness, such as pink eye, or 
mild respiratory symptoms. They 
have all fully recovered, Daskala-

First severe human case of 

bird flu in U.S. is confirmed

BY DAN DIAMOND, 

RACHEL ROUBEIN 

AND ANNA LISS-ROY

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. arrived 
on Capitol Hill this week with a 
clear goal: build support for his 
controversial selection to lead the 
nation’s health agencies.

So far, so good.
Kennedy has met with more 

than a dozen GOP senators, with 
many lawmakers praising those 
conversations and signaling that 
they plan to vote to confirm him 
as secretary of health and human 
services next year.

Kennedy’s bid to serve as Amer-
ica’s top health official has been 
clouded by his longtime criticism 
of vaccines and fears of what he 
might do to the nation’s public 
health infrastructure. The former 
Democrat also holds stances that 
could alienate GOP orthodoxy, 
such as vows to combat the phar-
maceutical and agriculture indus-
tries, and past support for abor-
tion access.

But Republicans this week said 
they were reassured by their talks 
with Kennedy, brushing aside 
questions about how the promi-
nent vaccine skeptic could affect 
Americans’ vaccine access if con-
firmed. Kennedy, who says he is 
not anti-vaccine, founded an anti-
vaccine group and has criticized 
federal recommendations on 
when children should be vacci-
nated.

“He wants to make sure that 
parents understand the good, the 
bad and the ugly, instead of just 
forcing parents to give vaccines to 
their kids,” said Sen. Tommy Tu-
berville (R-Alabama), who met 
with Kennedy on Tuesday and 
said he is a staunch supporter of 
Kennedy’s candidacy to lead 
HHS.

Sen. Roger Marshall (R-Kan-
sas), a physician, said he agreed 
with Kennedy’s “Make America 
Healthy Again” agenda, which 
calls for addressing the root 
causes of chronic illness and 
which was the focus of their Tues-
day conversation.

“We spoke for an hour, and 
vaccines didn’t even come up,” 
Marshall said.

Leslie Dach, founder of Protect 
Our Care, a left-leaning advocacy 
group fighting Kennedy’s selec-
tion for HHS, said he isn’t im-
pressed by Kennedy’s early meet-
ings with GOP senators.

“He purposely picked the easy 
ones who will give him momen-
tum,” Dach said. “The senators 
that matter, he hasn’t seen.”

Kennedy is slated to meet with 
more senators this week, includ-
ing Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alas-
ka), who is viewed as a swing vote. 
If Kennedy fails to win support 
from any Democrats, he can af-
ford to lose only three Republican 
votes in the closely divided Sen-
ate, where he will need 50 votes.

According to a Washington 
Post analysis, 19 senators have 
said they favor Kennedy’s candi-
dacy, 18 signaled they oppose it, 
and the positions of the remain-
ing 63 are still unclear. Many 
Democrats have said they will 
approach Kennedy’s confirma-
tion with an open mind and are 
refusing to rule out voting for 
him, though they have cited deep 
concerns with his views on vac-
cines.

“I have not made up my mind 
on any of the nominees who may 
ultimately come to the Senate 
floor,” said Sen. Jon Ossoff (D-
Georgia).

Republican aides said Ken-
nedy’s confirmation chances are 
hard to predict, citing the public 
controversy about his selection, 
the possibility of some Democrats 
supporting him and GOP law-
makers’ hesitancy to oppose too 
many of President-elect Donald 
Trump’s picks. A number of 
Trump’s other selections, such as 
Pete Hegseth to lead the Pentagon 
and Tulsi Gabbard to serve as 
director of national intelligence, 
have drawn blowback from GOP 
senators.

Some of Kennedy’s most diffi-
cult conversations will not come 
on this trip. He is not scheduled to 
meet this week with Senate Mi-
nority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-Kentucky), who battled polio 
as a child and last week warned 
that he would not support any 
nominee associated with doubts 
about the polio vaccine — a not-
so-indirect shot at Kennedy, who 
previously questioned the polio 
vaccine and whose ally has raised 
questions about a polio vaccine.

Trump has said in recent inter-
views that he supports the polio 
vaccine, crediting its effectiveness 
at eliminating the risk of the dis-
ease in the United States.

Kennedy told reporters this 
week he supports the polio 
 vaccine.

Kennedy’s selection has been 
roundly opposed by public health 
leaders, who say he is unfit to 
oversee HHS, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, and 
other agencies he has long criti-
cized. Scott Gottlieb, who led the 
Food and Drug Administration 
under Trump, and Jerome Adams, 
who was the nation’s surgeon gen-

eral, have warned that Kennedy 
could further erode Americans’ 
confidence in vaccines.

“We’re going to start seeing epi-
demics of diseases that have long 
been vanquished, and, God for-
bid, we see polio reemerge in this 
country,” Gottlieb said last month.

Protect Our Care this week un-
veiled a new warning that Ken-
nedy is a threat to Americans’ 
health. The group’s “Stop RFK 
War Room” says it will focus its 
efforts on 12 GOP senators, in-
cluding lawmakers known for 
their willingness to break with 
Trump, such as Collins and Mur-
kowski.

The group is working on a fol-
low-up advertisement that high-
lights Kennedy’s efforts to ques-
tion vaccine safety in Samoa. The 
island nation suffered a measles 
outbreak in 2019 resulting in the 
deaths of 83 people, including 
many young children. The out-
break came four months after 
Kennedy visited and met with 
anti-vaccine activists. Kennedy 
has denied any connection be-
tween his visit and the measles 
outbreak.

“Just looking at public re-
marks, you can see enough votes 
to defeat him,” Dach said. “This is 
a fight we can win.”

Abortion stance not yet a 
problem

Kennedy was expected to face 
hurdles this week based on his 
past comments on abortion. Dur-
ing his long-shot presidential 
campaign, Kennedy in May said 
he had decided abortion should 
be unrestricted until fetal viabili-
ty. That concerned antiabortion 
leaders, some of whom urged 
 senators to extract pledges from 
Kennedy during the confirmation 
process.

But abortion does not appear to 

have tripped up Kennedy’s pros-
pects so far. After meeting with 
Kennedy, several staunch anti-
abortion senators indicated they 
were comfortable with him at the 
helm of HHS, which oversees 
agencies that craft policy on abor-
tion and reproductive health care.

“He was very clear. He says, ‘I 
think there’s too many abortions 
in the world,’” Sen. Markwayne 
Mullin (R-Oklahoma) said. “At the 
same time, he’s serving at the will 
of the president.”

Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) 
said he received numerous assur-
ances from Kennedy during a 
meeting Tuesday, which he de-

scribed on social media. Accord-
ing to Hawley, Kennedy pledged 
to select deputies who oppose 
abortion and to reinstate Trump-
era policies, such as barring U.S. 
aid to groups that provide or pro-
mote abortions and preventing 
clinics from receiving federal 
family planning grants if they re-
fer women for abortions.

Questions on vaccines, 
agriculture

Kennedy has repeatedly linked 
the childhood vaccine schedule to 
autism — a claim that has been 
debunked by scientists. Several 
Republican senators have said 

they plan to quiz Kennedy on past 
criticism of vaccines, while others 
say they are comfortable with his 
positions.

“He wants to create transpar-
ency with vaccines, which I agree 
with,” Sen. Rick Scott (R-Florida) 
said after meeting with Kennedy 
on Monday and telling reporters 
he plans to support Kennedy’s 
nomination.

Some senators who have not 
met with Kennedy said they were 
reassured by his public state-
ments and comments they have 
received from colleagues.

“It doesn’t appear as though 
he’s going to be as aggressive on 
challenging vaccines as what I 
think some people had thought,” 
Sen. Mike Rounds (R-South Dako-
ta) told The Post on Tuesday, call-
ing it a “good thing.”

Asked by a reporter if he was 
worried about the resurgence of 
vaccine-preventable diseases, 
Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pennsyl-
vania) dismissed the question.

“People need to just relax,” said 
Fetterman, who popped out of his 
office Wednesday to shake Ken-
nedy’s hand.

Kennedy has also taken aim at 
decades of U.S. agricultural prac-
tices, including revisiting some 
pesticides and the use of geneti-
cally modified organisms, con-
cerning senators hailing from 
heartland states.

“It’s going to be really impor-
tant for our farmers and ranchers 
that I have a chance to sit down 
and talk to him about the practi-
cal realities of what it takes to 
produce that food supply,” Sen. 
John Hoeven (R-North Dakota) 
said.

But in conversations this week, 
Kennedy pledged not to pursue a 
crackdown on agricultural prac-
tices.

“He understands our farmers 
are in trouble, and we want to 
make sure that we have farmers 
that can make a living,” Tuberville 
said.

Mariana alfaro, Leigh ann Caldwell 

and Liz goodwin contributed to this 

report.

RFK Jr. tries to build momentum for HHS candidacy
The vaccine skeptic has met with more than a dozen GOP senators to shore up support for and assuage fears about his controversial selection

Jahi ChikWendiu/the Washington Post

Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Donald Trump’s pick to lead the Department of Health and Human Services,  on Capitol Hill on Tuesday.
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and now greatly irritated — con-
ference. House republicans will 
have a narrower majority next 
term.

Still, some House republicans 
said they’d stick with Johnson. 
moderate rep. Don Bacon (r-Ne-
braska) plans to vote for the 
funding package and acknowl-
edged that Johnson has had a 
tough job passing legislation that 
requires Senate approval, since 
that body is led by Democrats 
until republicans take over in the 
new year.

“There’s mainly republican 
bills in the Cr so I feel like he’s 
doing the best he can, but you got 
to make some horse trades, be-
cause that’s what Congress is,” he 
said. “But I think he’s doing a 
great job.”

mariana alfaro contributed to this 

report.

was telling fellow Democrats that 
“we have a deal with republicans, 
and we’re sticking with it,” a 
person familiar with the matter 
said, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity to reflect private talks.

Earlier Wednesday, Johnson 
sought to portray the sprawling 
bill as unfortunate, but necessary, 
with Democrats still in control of 
the White House and Senate.

“By doing this, we are clearing 
the decks, and we are setting up 
for Trump to come roaring back 
with the America first agenda. 
That’s where we’re going to run 
with gusto beginning Jan. 3 when 
we start the new Congress, when 
republicans again are in control,” 
he said on “fox & friends” on 
Wednesday morning.

Johnson won’t be able to rely 
on Democrats to win the speak-
er’s election next year. So he’ll 
need 218 votes from his slim — 

adviser to Trump — spent 
Wednesday blasting the legisla-
tion, calling it “criminal.” Sen. 
John Cornyn (r-Texas), a member 
of that chamber’s GoP leadership 
team, also weighed in, calling the 
bill a “cramnibus” on social me-
dia, potentially indicating trouble 
in the Senate even if the measure 
passes the House.

Democrats were outraged at 
the collapse of their deal.

“House republicans have now 
unilaterally decided to break a 
bipartisan agreement that they 
made,” minority Leader Hakeem 
Jeffries (D-New York) said. 
“House republicans will now 
own any harm that is visited upon 
the American people that results 
from a government shutdown, or 
worse. An agreement is an agree-
ment.”

In the Senate, majority Leader 
Charles E. Schumer (New York) 

would have to make up their 
minds on Jan. 3, the member said. 
Conversations about replacing 
Johnson as speaker had already 
begun in certain corners of the 
GoP conference in the last sev-
eral days, according to multiple 
republicans who took part in the 
discussions.

other lawmakers echoed those 
warnings.

“I am hearing from an increas-
ing number of people, both inside 
and outside the freedom Caucus, 
that they they’re not viewing how 
this was handled favorably,” rep. 
Andy Harris (r-maryland), chair 
of the pugnacious and ultracon-
servative freedom Caucus, told 
The Washington Post.

republicans from the party’s 
far-right and more moderate 
wings uniformly protested the 
way Johnson assembled the legis-
lation, and musk — now a close 

ington, D.C., a pay raise for mem-
bers of Congress, new regulations 
for health plan administrators 
and federal funds to rebuild Balti-
more’s collapsed francis Scott 
Key bridge.

republicans grew so upset 
with the speaker over those provi-
sions — even before musk started 
attacking the bill — that a number 
of lawmakers have already said 
privately that they would not 
support him to retain his gavel in 
the next Congress.

rep. Thomas massie (r-Ken-
tucky) said he would not vote for 
Johnson to remain speaker. Two 
other GoP members, speaking on 
the condition of anonymity to 
discuss the sensitive topic, said 
the question of support was likely 
moot: Based on defections that 
had yet to become public, John-
son would probably be forced out 
of the running before lawmakers 

Johnson has not outlined a 
backup plan, and multiple people 
familiar with the real-time con-
versations said the next step re-
mains unclear, as leaders would 
need significant support from 
both parties — and Trump — to 
pass a funding extension. House 
majority Leader Steve Scalise 
(Louisiana) said Wednesday 
night that there was “no new 
agreement” and republicans 
were “just looking at a number of 
options.”

If Congress doesn’t extend the 
deadline, most federal operations 
would shut down at 12:01 a.m. 
Saturday, though the effects of a 
shutdown wouldn’t fully kick in 
until monday.

White House spokeswoman 
Karine Jean-Pierre said in a state-
ment Wednesday evening that 
“republicans need to stop play-
ing politics with this bipartisan 
agreement or they will hurt hard-
working Americans and create 
instability across the country.”

The speed with which the GoP 
deserted Johnson’s bill on 
Wednesday underscored how dif-
ficult the party’s task could be 
next year, when republicans will 
have control of the Senate and 
White House, but an even smaller 
margin in the House. Johnson 
told fox News earlier in the day 
that he had texted musk and 
Vivek ramaswamy, the co-chair 
of Trump’s nongovernmental 
“Department of Government Effi-
ciency,” that any measure needed 
Democratic support to pass, and 
that ramaswamy understood the 
challenge he faced.

resolving the impasse by fri-
day may be even harder. Trump 
has asked to keep certain mea-
sures Johnson supports, such as 
aid for farmers and natural disas-
ter survivors, but also demanded 
the House ditch items that Demo-
crats negotiated. He has also re-
quested that republicans extend 
the suspension of the debt ceiling, 
a limit on how much the U.S. 
government can borrow, which is 
set to expire early in his new term 
next year.

on Tuesday evening, Johnson 
had introduced legislation to ex-
tend federal funding until march 
14, send $110.4 billion to natural 
disaster survivors and codify a 
host of unrelated policy changes. 
Late in negotiations Johnson 
added an additional $10 billion of 
aid for farmers — which opened 
the door to a slew of unrelated 
demands by Democrats to ensure 
the bill could pass the House and 
Democratic-led Senate. Those in-
cluded transferring control of the 
District’s rfK Stadium to Wash-
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Anger at speaker from the right could imperil his gavel

DemeTRius FReeman/The WashingTon PosT

Tourists at the Capitol on Wednesday. A number of Republicans  have  said privately that they would not support Mike Johnson  to remain speaker in the next Congress.

$3 billion to improve military 
housing, including the replace-
ment of dilapidated and crum-
bling barracks. And it will expand 
child care and other benefits to a 
military that lawmakers say has 
failed to offer competitive career 
options amid a worsening recruit-
ment crisis.

The bill authorizes the expan-
sion of U.S. military resources to 
assist with migrant interdiction 
on the border with mexico and 
expands U.S. assistance to Israel 
— core republican priorities.

It does not authorize addition-
al military assistance for Ukraine, 
an issue where many republicans 
now echo Trump’s skepticism 
about continuing to aid Kyiv’s 
efforts to repel russia’s full-scale 
invasion. Instead, it requires the 
administration to provide Con-
gress with an assessment of the 
“likely course of war in Ukraine,” 
including whether its military 
will be able to “to defend against 
russian aggression” if the United 
States stops providing support.

The bill also does not include 
an additional $25 billion to its top 
line. The additional funding for 
missile defense, shipbuilding and 
counter-drone technology was 
approved over the summer by the 
Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee, at the urging of its top repub-
lican, Sen. roger Wicker (missis-
sippi), but was abandoned in the 
final bill negotiated between the 
House and Senate.

Wicker on Wednesday called 
the NDAA “a good bill,” but scold-
ed Congress for having “missed 
the opportunity to strengthen” 
Trump’s hand as he takes office 
next month and confronts what 
Wicker described as “the most 
dangerous national security mo-
ment since World War II.”

Senate minority Leader mitch 
mcConnell (r-Kentucky) this 
week also derided the NDAA as a 
“compromised product” for its 
failure to include those additional 
funds.

“The absence of the Senate-
backed increase to top-line invest-
ments will go down as a tremen-
dous, tremendous missed oppor-
tunity,” mcConnell said on the 
Senate floor monday.

mariana alfaro contributed to this 

report.

BY ABIGAIL HAUSLOHNER

The Senate on Wednesday 
passed an $895.2 billion defense 
policy bill that sparked contro-
versy when House Speaker mike 
Johnson amended the legislation 
with language forbidding the use 
of federal funds to cover special-
ized medical care for the trans-
gender children of U.S. military 
personnel.

Though several Senate Demo-
crats protested Johnson’s 11th-
hour maneuver, the annual Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) was approved 85-14 — a 
comfortable margin that belied 
the depth of frustration among 
lawmakers who said the legisla-
tion, as written, discriminates 
against thousands of military 
families and their right to health 
care.

The bill heads next to the presi-
dent, who is expected to sign it 
into law.

The backlash to Johnson’s pro-
vision overshadowed what histor-
ically is an overwhelming display 
of bipartisanship to pass the 
NDAA, and left some Democrats 
alarmed as republicans prepare 
to take full control of Congress 
next month. others, including 
some of the bill’s key drafters, 
expressed bitterness that the 
process had been hijacked after 
months of good-faith negotia-
tions between members of both 
political parties from the House 
and Senate.

In the House last week, law-
makers passed the NDAA 281-140. 
fewer than half of the chamber’s 
Democrats voted in favor of it 
after the Armed Services Commit-
tee’s top Democrat blasted John-
son’s provision as a “partisan 
wedge issue” that would prove 
“deeply damaging” to U.S. service 
members and their families.

The anger carried over into the 
Senate, where Sen. Tammy Bald-
win (D-Wisconsin) led 20 other 

senators in a largely symbolic, 
and ultimately unsuccessful, ef-
fort to strike Johnson’s provision 
from the legislation. on Tuesday, 
she said she was so appalled by its 
inclusion that she would vote 
against the NDAA for the first 
time in her Senate career — “a 
position I do not take lightly,” she 
added.

“It’s flat-out wrong,” she said on 
the Senate floor, saying the policy 
“guts our service members’ 
rights” simply “to score cheap 
political points.” If not for that 
provision, Baldwin said, “I would 
have been proud to support it.”

The NDAA sets Pentagon and 
U.S. national security policy for 
the year ahead. republicans and 
Democrats alike have lauded the 
bill’s 14.5 percent pay increase for 
junior enlisted troops, along with 
its authorization for spending in-
creases on military quality-of-life 
issues. The bill also strengthens 
U.S. defenses against China and 
expands investment in new mili-
tary technologies and replenish-
ing U.S. weapons stockpiles, they 
said.

Several senior Democratic sen-
ators said that while they shared 
their colleagues’ frustration with 
the transgender-care provision, 
the NDAA was too important to 
fail.

“The NDAA is not perfect, but it 
still makes several important ad-
vances Democrats fought for,” 
Senate majority Leader Charles E. 
Schumer (D-New York) said 
Wednesday on the Senate floor, 
praising the bill’s “strong stand” 
against China and its authorized 
investment in artificial intelli-
gence.

Sen. Jack reed (D-rhode Is-
land), who chairs the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, said 
Wednesday ahead of the vote that 
he shares his “colleagues’ frustra-
tion” and that he voted against 
Johnson’s “frankly misguided 
provision” during the negotiation 

Senate passes Pentagon 
bill that set o≠ debate 
over transgender care

process.
reed earlier this week told re-

porters that Democrats had also 
been “successful in stripping out 
the vast majority of very far-right 
provisions that had passed in the 
House bill,” and stressed the bill’s 
larger mission to provide the re-
sources the military needs to suc-
cessfully defend America. “We 
have a duty to support our ser-
vicemen and women … and we 
believe this bill, by and large, 
accomplishes that,” he said.

Sen. mark r. Warner (D-Virgin-
ia), who chairs the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee, said he worried 
that Johnson’s provision could set 
a dangerous precedent for the 
inclusion of other “social policy 
riders” in future NDAAs, which in 
turn could threaten the annual 
policy bill’s decades-long record 
of consistent passage.

“But at the end of the day, I’m 
not going to sink the whole de-
fense and intel bill,” he said in an 
interview.

Johnson’s provision states that 
“medical interventions for the 
treatment of gender dysphoria” — 
a medical diagnosis for those 
whose gender identity is different 

from their biological sex at birth 
— “that could result in steriliza-
tion may not be provided to a 
child under the age of 18,” some-
thing medical professionals say 
does not happen in most cases.

republican supporters of the 
move, many of whom, like John-
son, have sought to limit trans-
gender rights and treatments 
more broadly, portrayed the pro-
vision as protecting children from 
the potentially permanent conse-
quences of medical treatments 
administered to them as minors.

Democrats framed it as an act 
born of bigotry and ignorance 
that would deny potentially life-
saving treatments to adolescents 
struggling with gender dyspho-
ria, a population with a high prev-
alence of suicide.

It is unclear how many children 
will be affected by the provision. 
The House Armed Services Com-
mittee’s Democratic staff said the 
Pentagon told them it would af-
fect thousands of families.

In 2017, there were 2,500 mi-
nors receiving such health care 
through the military’s TrICArE 
health system, according to a re-
port circulated by the American 

Civil Liberties Union. The Wil-
liams Institute, a UCLA-based 
think tank that researches gender 
identity and sexual orientation 
laws, says that nationwide there 
are about 300,000 youth aged 13 
to 18 who identify as transgender, 
and that 0.6 percent of the total 
U.S. population identifies as 
transgender.

House Armed Services Com-
mittee Chairman mike D. rogers 
(r-Alabama) told reporters last 
week that Johnson’s provision 
was unnecessary because Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump is likely 
to enact the same policy — with or 
without Congress — once he takes 
office next month.

Senior lawmakers from both 
parties have sought to highlight 
what the NDAA does accomplish. 
for instance, the bill authorizes a 
significant pay increase for junior 
enlisted U.S. service members, 
whose lagging salaries have 
forced many military families to 
resort to food stamps and other 
forms of public assistance — cir-
cumstances that have shocked 
members of both parties in hear-
ings held over the past two years.

It also authorizes roughly 

RiCky CaRioTi/The WashingTon PosT

Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said the National Defense Authorization 

Act, though imperfect, “still makes several important advances Democrats fought for.”
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Celebrating 
A Hero 

Of Science
Congratulations to 
 F. William Studier, 

recipient of the 2024 
Richard N. Merkin 

Prize in Biomedical 
Technology

“
We honor the innovative 

technology developed by 

Dr. Studier and used by 

laboratories all over 

the world.

His revolutionary protein and RNA 

mass-production platform powers the 

creation of therapeutics, diagnostics, 

and vaccines — including the COVID-19 

mRNA vaccines that have extended 

millions of lives. This breakthrough was 

developed at Brookhaven National 

Laboratory and funded by the US 

Department of Energy. 

The Richard N. Merkin Prize in Biomedical Technology recognizes 
pathbreaking technologies that are improving human health 
through treatment, diagnosis, or prevention of disease.

Founded by pioneering value based healthcare executive 
Richard N. Merkin and administered by the nonprofit Broad 
Institute of MIT and Harvard, the prize comes with a $400,000 
award for the researchers who, by pioneering a transformative 
technology, have made a profound impact on medicine.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT MERKINPRIZE.ORG

– Richard N. Merkin, MD,

    Founder and CEO, 

   Heritage Provider Network 

By shining a light on trailblazers 

making a difference through 

engineering, technology, and across the 

life sciences, we hope to inspire scientists 

all over the world to improve healthcare 

for all. Bill Studier is the type of bold 

innovator the world needs to move the 

needle on human health.”

Richard N. Merkin (left), F. William Studier (right)
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petition, stop unjustly suppress-
ing foreign companies, and pro-
vide an open, fair, just, and 
non-discriminatory environ-
ment for foreign businesses op-
erating in the U.S.,” the state-
ment said.

China has long barred access 
to American social media plat-
forms, including Google, You-
Tube and Instagram.

Civil liberties advocates have 
urged the court not to allow the 
U.S. government to limit free 
speech based on what they char-
acterized as speculative harm.

“The U.S. government should 
not be able to restrict speech, in 
this case by cutting off a tool 
used by 170 million Americans to 
receive information and commu-
nicate with the world, without 
proving with evidence that the 
tools are presently seriously 
harmful,” said David Greene, civ-
il liberties director at the Elec-
tronic frontier foundation, 
which joined an amicus brief in 
support of TikTok’s position.

focus on companies that run app 
stores rather than on individual 
users.

The case has attracted high-
level interest. on Wednesday, 
Senate minority Leader mitch 
mcConnell (r-Kentucky) filed an 
amicus brief in which he called 
TikTok’s emergency application 
for a stay “meritless and un-
sound” and urged the court to 
allow the divestiture require-
ment to take effect Jan. 19.

“TikTok clearly hopes that the 
next administration will be more 
sympathetic to its plight than the 
incumbent administration,” he 
wrote.

In a statement from the Chi-
nese Embassy ahead of the 
court’s announcement, a spokes-
person said TikTok is “fully regis-
tered in accordance with U.S. 
laws, operates legally and com-
pliantly, and is subject to U.S. 
oversight.”

The United States “should 
genuinely respect the principles 
of market economy and fair com-

and for the future of free speech 
online. In recent terms, the court 
has reviewed other cases involv-
ing government interactions 
with social media platforms, but 
without issuing decisive opin-
ions on the merits.

In a statement Wednesday, a 
TikTok spokesperson said, “We 
believe the Court will find the 
TikTok ban unconstitutional so 
the over 170 million Americans 
on our platform can continue to 
exercise their free speech rights.”

many U.S. online-content cre-
ators depend on advertising rev-
enue from TikTok for their liveli-
hoods, while other small-busi-
ness owners use the platform for 
marketing. Numerous other 
Americans, particularly young 
adults and teenagers, use TikTok 
as part of their daily entertain-
ment.

Determined TikTok users in 
the United States would prob-
ably be able to access the app 
through a VPN or other methods, 
with enforcement expected to 

said even though millions of 
Americans may lose an outlet for 
expression, “the record reflects 
that Congress’s decision was con-
sidered, consistent with long-
standing regulatory practice, 
and devoid of an institutional 
aim to suppress particular mes-
sages or ideas.”

The Supreme Court moved 
with extraordinary speed this 
week, agreeing to take the case 
two days after TikTok filed its 
emergency request and without 
waiting for a response from the 
Biden administration, as is its 
usual practice.

In its brief order Wednesday, 
the Supreme Court put off a 
decision about whether to tem-
porarily block the ban-or-sell law 
while the litigation continues. 
The justices could put the meas-
ure on hold at some point after 
oral argument or allow it to take 
effect as planned.

The court’s ruling will have 
broad implications for TikTok’s 
more than 170 million U.S. users 

to communicate about politics, 
commerce, arts and other mat-
ters of public concern.”

The justices will be reviewing 
a unanimous decision from the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. 
Circuit, which sided with the 
Justice Department and said the 
law does not violate the first 
Amendment in part because it 
does not target a specific view-
point.

“The first Amendment exists 
to protect free speech in the 
United States,” wrote Judge 
Douglas Ginsburg, who was 
joined by Judge Neomi rao and 
Chief Judge Sri Srinivasan. “Here 
the Government acted solely to 
protect that freedom from a 
foreign adversary nation.”

Srinivasan, writing separately, 

President-elect Donald 
Trump, who will take office 
Jan. 20, has suggested he could 
try to retain access to the app, 
adding to the uncertainty sur-
rounding the ban-or-sale law.

Lawmakers passed the meas-
ure in response to concerns from 
U.S. officials that TikTok could be 
pressured by the Chinese govern-
ment to covertly manipulate 
public opinion in the United 
States or to provide access to 
Americans’ data.

TikTok has said in court filings 
that the law is a “massive and 
unprecedented speech restric-
tion” that will “silence the speech 
of applicants and the many 
Americans who use the platform 
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Justices quickly take up 
challenge to TikTok ban

BY FAIZ SIDDIQUI, 
JACOB BOGAGE, 

JEFF STEIN 
AND TONY ROMM

Congressional leaders had 
lined up on Tuesday to approve a 
spending bill that would avert a 
government shutdown — before 
Elon musk, President-elect Don-
ald Trump’s “first buddy,” injected 
himself into the conversation in 
the wee hours of Wednesday 
morning.

With a five-word post on X, 
musk threw the process into cha-
os.

“This bill should not pass,” the 
Tesla and SpaceX CEo wrote at 
4:15 a.m. Eastern time, a message 
that reverberated across Wash-
ington, where some took it as the 
strongest signal yet of the new 
reality under the head of the “De-
partment of Government Effi-
ciency,” Trump’s nongovernmen-
tal panel charged with finding 
ways to slash federal spending.

over the ensuing 12 hours, 
musk went on a prolific tirade 
against the bill — with more than 
60 updates, some of which boost-
ed false claims — that stood out 
even for a chronic poster who has 
commanded an audience of more 
than 200 million followers by 
broadcasting his largely uninhib-
ited views on the site he owns.

By midday, musk’s barrage was 
increasingly acerbic, decrying the 
bill as “terrible,” “criminal,” “out-
rageous,” “horrible,” “unconscio-
nable,” “crazy” and, ultimately, “an 
insane crime.” He also took aim at 
those who would support it.

“Any member of the House or 
Senate who votes for this outra-
geous spending bill deserves to be 
voted out in 2 years!” musk wrote 
shortly after 1 p.m. Wednesday.

To leaders in Washington, it 
appeared he was serious. musk 
did not respond to a request for 
comment.

musk’s word on the funding 
extension ricocheted around Cap-
itol Hill, as lawmakers jockeyed to 
invoke his DoGE as reason to 
reject the legislation that would 
put off a Christmastime govern-
ment shutdown.

“It’s good that they’re seeing 
this, that they’re seeing the failure 
of Congress now, so they can start 
and so they can understand how 
to come after us when they get 
here,” said rep. Eric Burlison (r-
missouri), an active member of 
the House’s DoGE Caucus.

About an hour after musk’s 
threat of retribution, the billion-

aire followed up with a new direc-
tive: “No bills should be passed 
Congress until Jan. 20, when 
 @realDonaldTrump takes office.”

“None,” he added. “Zero.”
The approach appeared to 

work, as support fractured even 
among some establishment re-
publicans who earlier appeared 
inclined to support the measure. 
(A large bloc of conservative reb-
els already opposed the bill before 
musk got involved.)

Burlison posted on X that John-
son’s funding bill was “the very 
thing the incoming Department 
of Government Efficiency is try-
ing to put an end to. A vote for this 
monstrosity is a vote against 
DoGE.”

musk endorsed the sentiment: 
“Absolutely,” he responded.

Alerted to the tech entrepre-
neur’s endorsement, Burlison 
grinned and snickered.

“It’s awesome,” he said.
rep. Andy Harris (r-mary-

land), chair of the archconserva-
tive House freedom Caucus, told 
The Washington Post that musk’s 
opposition aligned with DoGE’s 
goals — and he was getting results 
even before Trump takes office.

“He’s been given a huge respon-
sibility to try to control the size 
and growth of the federal govern-
ment, and, I guess, like a lot of 
people who are used to running 
businesses, they don’t wait until 
tomorrow to start,” Harris said. 
“They’re given a goal, and they 
start as soon as possible.”

Underscoring the rapid pace of 
events, less than 12 hours after 

musk first condemned the spend-
ing bill, the billionaire was taking 
a victory lap.

“Your elected representatives 
have heard you and now the terri-
ble bill is dead,” he said. “The voice 
of the people has triumphed!”

Longtime political observers 
were stunned by the swift impact 
of musk’s intervention.

Trump stayed largely silent on 
the measure through Wednesday 
afternoon, putting musk in the 
unusual position of exerting more 
influence on the bill than the in-
coming president. finally, by late 
afternoon, Trump, too, aired his 
opposition.

“republicans must GET 
SmArT and ToUGH. If Demo-
crats threaten to shut down the 
government unless we give them 

everything they want, then CALL 
THEIr BLUff,” he said in a joint 
statement with Vice President-
elect JD Vance. “… THIS CHAoS 
WoULD NoT BE HAPPENING If 
WE HAD A rEAL PrESIDENT. 
WE WILL IN 32 DAYS!”

But it was musk who seemed to 
force the tipping point.

“Elon is having an incredible 
effect,” said Gordon Gray, execu-
tive director at Pinpoint Policy 
Institute, a center-right think 
tank, who noted the “real-time” 
shift. “I am struggling to recall 
another instance where an un-
elected public figure has exercised 
that kind of influence.”

Still, musk’s campaign relied on 
or repeated at least some false 
claims.

He reposted a claim that the 

legislation includes a “40% pay 
raise for Congress,” calling it “un-
conscionable.” The DoGE account 
also said on X that the legislation 
would raise pay for members of 
Congress to $243,000, up from 
$174,000.

It is unclear where that number 
came from. The legislation in-
cludes language allowing a 3.8 
percent pay bump to take effect, 
which would result in a pay raise 
for lawmakers of $6,600 — far 
short of what musk claimed, ac-
cording to a statement from rep. 
Jared Golden (D-maine), who said 
he would oppose the bill because 
it allowed the pay raise. Congress 
has blocked its own cost-of-living 
allowance increases since 2009.

musk also amplified false 
claims that the legislation includ-
ed $3 billion in federal funds for a 
new football stadium in the Dis-
trict. In fact, the provision would 
transfer the land where rfK Sta-
dium sits to the local government, 
but it provided no funding, and 
the city would still have to negoti-
ate with the National football 
League’s Washington Command-
ers over a stadium deal.

Similarly, musk shared allega-
tions that the legislation included 
$60 billion in new aid for Ukraine. 
Two congressional aides and Bri-
an riedl, senior fellow at the man-
hattan Institute, said that they 
had no idea where the number 
came from and that the bill ap-
peared to have no major new 
funds for Kyiv. Congress approved 
$60 billion in aid for Ukraine this 
spring.

“I have no idea what he’s talking 
about — where is that even com-
ing from? maybe the bill that 
passed in April?” said one of the 
aides, speaking on the condition 
of anonymity to discuss the mat-
ter candidly. “It’s not in there — if 
you have any evidence of that, I’d 
like to know.”

But the damage was already 
done.

Little over a month after an 
election in which musk put 
$277 million behind supporting 
Trump and other republicans, 

the tech entrepreneur appeared 
to have successfully sunk a con-
tinuing resolution to shut down 
the government.

“A guy who dropped $250 mil-
lion in the last election and 
doesn’t blink an eye, and can mo-
bilize republican voters through 
his social media platform, that’s 
an intimidating guy,” said robert 
Weissman, the co-president of 
Public Citizen, a consumer advo-
cacy group that supports limits on 
corporate spending in politics. 
“Having demonstrated his will-
ingness to spend hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars, every politician 
knows they could be next. And the 
ones most vulnerable are republi-
cans who might be primaried.”

With broadsides on X, Musk upends vote on spending

tom BRenneR foR the Washington Post 

On Capitol Hill, Republican lawmakers invoked the “Department of Government Efficiency” as reason to reject the spending legislation.

Shutdown had appeared 
unlikely before leader of 
‘DOGE’ panel stepped in

BY JACQUELINE ALEMANY 
AND MARIANNA SOTOMAYOR

The House Ethics Committee is 
set to release its report on former 
congressman matt Gaetz (r-flor-
ida) this week, a reversal for the 
panel that last month voted along 
party lines not to release the 
results of a long-running investi-
gation into allegations of sexual 
misconduct and drug use.

The panel voted this month to 
release the report, which will be 
made public as soon as House 
lawmakers take their final vote 
for the year, according to two 
people familiar with the matter 
who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss confidential 
deliberations. CNN first reported 
on the panel’s secret vote to re-
lease its report.

The committee’s turnaround 

was the culmination of a conten-
tious debate over whether to re-
lease the report after Gaetz had 
resigned from Congress and with-
drawn from consideration for at-
torney general. A majority vote of 
the committee is required to pub-
licly release a report, meaning 
that at least one republican law-
maker joined with Democrats on 
the matter.

The 10-member panel initially 
voted to table the report after 
Trump named Gaetz as his pick to 
be the nation’s top law enforce-
ment official. The florida law-
maker submitted his resignation 
shortly thereafter — and days 
before the committee was expect-
ed to meet to vote on the release 
of the investigation.

rep. michael Guest (mississip-
pi), the committee chairman, 
along with other prominent re-

publicans, argued against dis-
closing the report since Gaetz was 
no longer in Congress or Trump’s 
pick, but Democrats still pushed 
for its release.

House republicans successful-
ly quashed a resolution intro-
duced by rep. Sean Casten (D-Illi-
nois) that would have forced all 
House lawmakers to vote on mak-
ing the report public and another 
resolution by rep. Steve Cohen 
(D-Tennessee) that asked the pan-
el to preserve all documents in-
vestigating Gaetz.

Gaetz has denied all of the 
allegations, and the Justice De-
partment did not bring charges in 
a 2022 trafficking investigation.

But the House Ethics Commit-
tee investigation, opened in 2021, 
continued with the committee 
announcing this summer that it 
had identified new lines of inqui-

ry that merited review, including 
whether Gaetz had “dispensed 
special privileges and favors to 
individuals with whom he had a 
personal relationship, and sought 
to obstruct government investi-
gations of his conduct.”

Last month, new details 
emerged about Gaetz’s conduct, 
including testimony provided to 
the panel by a woman who said 
she witnessed him having sex 
with a 17-year-old at a drug-fueled 
party.

Gaetz on Wednesday once 
again denied the charges. “my 
30’s were an era of working very 
hard — and playing hard too,” he 
wrote on X.

“It’s embarrassing, though not 
criminal, that I probably partied, 
womanized, drank and smoked 
more than I should have earlier in 
life. I live a different life now.”

In reversal, House Ethics Committee will release Gaetz investigation report 

RiCky CaRioti/the Washington Post

House Ethics Chairman Michael Guest (R-Mississippi) had argued 

against releasing the report since Matt Gaetz had left Congress. 
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published in Nature in January — 
which is currently under editorial 
review because questions have 
been raised about its data and 
conclusions — found a timeline 
that was earlier and which could 
have placed the emergence of 
syphilis-like diseases before peo-
ple arrived in the Americas, sug-
gesting it would have already 
been in Europe before Columbus 
voyaged back.

Kerttu majander, an archaeo-
geneticist at the University of Ba-
sel who led that study, said the 
new work shows unprecedented 
diversity of disease-causing bac-
teria in the Americas, making it 
clear Columbus didn’t bring them 
to the Americas. But the question 
of whether there were already 
treponemal diseases already in 
Europe in some form “cannot be 
really proved or disproved” by 
this data.

Another outstanding question 
is why the version of the disease 
that swept Europe was so severe. 
Ancient genomes from Europe 
have shown that Treponema pal-
lidum was present during the late 
15th century — including yaws 
and syphilis. But the uncertain-
ties around dating the skeletons 
makes it impossible to know 
whether these specimens were 
from before or after Columbus.

Understanding the differences 
between the subspecies that cause 
these different, but related, dis-
eases is a key question for scien-
tists trying to understand these 
diseases today.

“This could tell us more about 
why these diseases (syphilis, 
yaws, bejel) have such different 
disease presentations, and if we 
can find ways to optimise treat-
ment and patient management as 
a result. The origins [of syphilis] 
are only important if they can 
help answer that question,” 
mathew Beale, a senior staff sci-
entist who studies bacterial evo-
lutionary genetics at the Well-
come Sanger Institute, wrote in 
an email. He added that as is so 
often the case in science, the story 
is likely far from settled: “It is 
plausible that each set of new 
genomes will change things, re-
peatedly reopening the story.”

the “great imitator” because its 
symptoms can be so similar to 
others.

The science of ancient DNA 
opened up new opportunities to 
go beyond interpreting lesions 
and pin down the evolutionary 
history of syphilis.

It is particularly hard to get 
ahold of the microbe, Treponema 
pallidum, that causes the disease 
in ancient samples, said Anne 
Stone, an anthropological geneti-
cist at Arizona State University. 
That makes the new study featur-
ing ancient genomes especially 
exciting — though she said the 
results also raise new puzzles.

syphilis-like diseases

The researchers recovered an-
cient DNA from bacteria that are 
the extinct precursors of the mi-
crobe that causes modern-day 
syphilis, as well as bejel and yaws.

They used those genomes to 
estimate when the most recent 
ancestor to Treponema pallidum 
emerged, and found that it was 
8,000 years ago. That fits best 
with a New World origin for this 
group of diseases. But Stone ques-
tioned whether that date might 
get pushed back as more ancient 
genomes are found, pointing out 
that much of the world is a black 
box with a lack of samples to say 
whether the disease existed or 
not. She noted that the turn of the 
15th century was a time when 
people were roving the world.

“It’s not just the Americas that 
we’re ‘discovering’ — it’s also a 
time when people are exploring 
the world in general and going to 
all sorts of places — and it’s basi-
cally a bunch of lonely sailors on a 
boat. There’s the various trade 
routes, and we have no ancient 
DNA from the rest of the world on 
this pathogen,” she said. “This 
study is great, in the sense we have 
more data and more genomes.”

A study of ancient DNA from 
Trepenoma pallidum infections 

syphilis, but added that it 
wouldn’t close the debate.

“This paper, by being able to 
anchor when and where it 
emerged, is going to be funda-
mental in improving our basic 
knowledge of syphilis, and there-
fore act as building a foundation 
for additional work,” said molly 
Zuckerman, a paleopathologist at 
mississippi State University.

Tracking the ‘great imitator’

Today, syphilis and other 
treponemal diseases caused by 
subspecies of the same bacteria — 
including the neglected tropical 
diseases, yaws and bejel — remain 
a public health threat. There are 
more than 8 million new infec-
tions of syphilis a year globally. 
Yaws, a disfiguring skin disease 
caused by a closely related bacte-
rial infection is endemic in 15 
countries.

These illnesses are treatable 
with antibiotics today, but Zuck-
erman sees understanding how 
these diseases emerged as key to 
unlocking a present-day mystery: 
why is syphilis so variable in its 
symptoms today — which helps it 
to go undiagnosed and untreated.

for decades, the major tool 
scientists had to probe these an-
cient questions were examina-
tions of skeletal remains. Syphilis 
is a disfiguring illness that dam-
ages organs and causes neurologi-
cal problems in the long run, but it 
also leaves marks on a person’s 
skeleton, including pitted bones.

Scientists have found evidence 
of ancient skeletons with such 
lesions in the Americas. But there 
were also some accounts of “ve-
nereal leprosy” from medieval 
Europe and European skeletons 
have been unearthed with bone-
scarring that resembles syphilis, 
lines of evidence that suggested it 
may have already been in Europe. 
The disease is sometimes called 

syPhIlIs fRom A1

Study suggests syphilis 
originated in Americas

rODrigO nOres

FROM TOP: Darío Ramirez 
processes a human bone at the 
Max Planck Institute for 
Evolutionary Anthropology. A 
skeletal upper hip that yielded 
an ancient syphilis-like 
genome. Ancient DNA from 
lesion-ridden bones or teeth of 
five people who lived in Peru, 
Chile, Argentina and Mexico 
were harvested for the study. 

DaríO ramirez

BY PERRY STEIN 
AND JACQUELINE ALEMANY

The Justice Department is 
conducting an internal review to 
determine whether special coun-
sel Jack Smith and his team of 
prosecutors ran afoul of any 
agency regulations when pros-
ecuting Donald Trump, accord-
ing to court filings, a letter to 
Congress and people familiar 
with the probe, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to 
discuss it.

The office of Professional Re-
sponsibility — a division within 
the Justice Department — 
opened the review after a pros-
ecutor reported that a defense 
attorney in one of Trump’s cases 
had accused him of misconduct. 
It is standard procedure for 
Justice Department prosecutors 
to make such reports when 
wrongdoing is alleged.

The initiation of an internal 
review does not suggest that the 
Justice Department believes that 
any wrongdoing occurred. Un-
der Justice Department regula-
tions, prosecutors are required 
to report to the oPR when 
defense attorneys allege improp-
er conduct — and the oPR is 
required to investigate.

The scope of the internal 
probe could be broader than 
examining just that one prosecu-
tor. Probes by the oPR are typi-
cally comprehensive and could 
look at other allegations made by 
Trump and his allies against 
prosecutors on Smith’s team, as 
well as Republican claims that 
the fBI manipulated evidence it 
seized when conducting a court-
approved search for classified 
material at Trump’s mar-a-Lago 
property in florida.

The Justice Department has 
denied those accusations, and 
the judges who oversaw the two 
federal cases against Trump have 
not sided with the defense in any 
of its allegations of investigative 
or prosecutorial misconduct.

Rep. Jim Jordan (R-ohio), a 
Trump ally who chairs the House 
Judiciary Committee and has 
been sharply critical of Smith’s 
team, has been asking the Justice 
Department about the oPR in-
vestigation. In a letter he wrote 
this month to Jeffrey Ragsdale, 
head of the office of Professional 
Responsibility, the congressman 
raised questions about the probe 
and confirmed that the Justice 
Department had briefed him on 

it.
The Justice Department re-

plied Wednesday afternoon with 
a letter that explained oPR’s 
investigation process. The letter, 
which was obtained by The 
Washington Post, said Ragsdale 
expects to complete the investi-
gation in 2025.

The oPR does not typically 
launch internal probes until the 
criminal investigations they 
stem from are complete. In this 
case, the office started taking 
significant steps only in recent 
weeks, after Smith said he was 
winding down the two federal 
prosecutions of Trump in the 
wake of his presidential election 
victory.

“Such a practice ensures that 
the oPR process is not inappro-
priately used to disrupt an on-
going prosecution and avoids 
interference with the court’s own 

supervision of the case,” the 
Justice Department wrote in its 
letter to Jordan. “The policy also 
allows oPR to consider the alle-
gations as a whole, after the 
record is complete, and in the 
context of the full litigation.”

one federal case against 
Trump accused him of mishan-
dling classified documents after 
leaving office and obstructing 
government efforts to retrieve 
them. The other alleged that 
Trump illegally tried to block the 
results of Joe Biden’s 2020 elec-
tion victory. Both cases against 
Trump have now ended, due to 
long-standing Justice Depart-
ment policy that prohibits pros-
ecuting a sitting president. 
Trump’s lawyers are also trying 
to use his election to get his state 
conviction in the New York hush 
money case thrown out, and to 
end his state indictment in 

 Georgia on election-interference 
charges.

Trump has vowed as president 
to go after Smith and his team, 
and the president-elect’s picks 
for attorney general and fBI 
director — Pam Bondi and Kash 
Patel, respectively — have voiced 
similar sentiments. fBI Director 
Christopher A. Wray announced 
last week that he would step 
down next month, with three 
years left in his 10-year term. 
Trump had indicated he would 
fire Wray once he took office, to 
clear the way for Patel to head 
the law-enforcement agency.

Jordan has used his perch 
atop the GoP conference’s most 
powerful committee to probe 
those involved with investigat-
ing the president-elect. He is 
expected to again chair the 
House Judiciary Committee in 
the next Congress, and has al-

ready demanded that any rec-
ords related to Smith’s investiga-
tion be preserved, which Justice 
Department employees are re-
quired to do. Jordan has also 
vowed to investigate David 
Weiss, the special counsel who 
oversaw the investigation of 
Hunter Biden, son of the current 
president.

Jordan criticized Ragsdale in 
the letter, accusing him of not 
aggressively looking into the al-
legations against the special-
counsel team and of not provid-
ing his committee with ample 
information about the internal 
review.

“The information that you 
have provided only reinforces 
our concerns that oPR acts more 
to protect Department prosecu-
tors than to root out prosecutori-
al misconduct,” Jordan wrote. 
“While we appreciate you con-

firming an open investigation 
into Jack Smith’s prosecutors, we 
are concerned that your refusal 
to take prompt investigative 
steps will allow these attorneys 
to evade internal accountability 
by leaving the Department.”

Ragsdale is a longtime Justice 
Department prosecutor who was 
tapped to head the oPR by 
Attorney General William P. Barr 
during the first Trump adminis-
tration. He and the few dozen 
attorneys who report to him are 
career employees, not political 
appointees, which means the 
internal probe should continue 
with little interruption once 
Trump returns to the White 
House. The office would submit 
a report at the end of its investi-
gation, parts of which could be 
made public.

In a filing unsealed this year in 
the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of florida — 
the jurisdiction that oversaw 
Trump’s classified-documents 
case — the special-counsel team 
said it was referring an allega-
tion involving prosecutor Jay 
Bratt to the oPR, even as it 
defended Bratt’s conduct.

“The allegation is false,” says 
the filing, which was submitted 
in 2023. “Nonetheless, in an 
abundance of caution, the Spe-
cial Counsel’s office and mr. 
Bratt are referring the allegation 
to the office of Professional 
Responsibility.”

According to the filing, Bratt 
— a veteran national security 
prosecutor and special-counsel 
team member — reported him-
self to the oPR. 

He did so after Stanley Wood-
ward, the lawyer for one of 
Trump’s co-defendants in the 
classified-document case, ac-
cused Bratt in 2022 of inappro-
priately mentioning Woodward’s 
application for a judgeship as 
prosecutors tried to get his client 
to cooperate with investigators.

The oPR is responsible for 
examining the conduct of the 
department’s prosecutors who 
are accused of wrongdoing dur-
ing investigations. Among its 
best-known efforts: a probe into 
the botched prosecution of for-
mer senator Ted Stevens (R-
Alaska).

Stevens was found guilty in 
2008 of lying on his financial 
disclosure forms to conceal his 
receipt of gifts and expensive 
renovations to his house. The 
judge overturned the conviction 
amid allegations of misconduct.

The oPR’s internal investiga-
tion found that two attorneys 
“engaged in reckless prosecuto-
rial misconduct” by failing to 
hand over key evidence to the 
defense — which is required by 
law. The two prosecutors were 
suspended.

Justice Dept. reviews legal team that investigated Trump
Standard action follows 
complaint  about special 

counsel prosecutor

BiLL O’Leary/the WashingtOn POst

special counsel Jack smith prepares to address new indictments of former president Donald Trump in Washington in August 2023. 
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BY CATE CADELL

China’s crackdown on corrup-
tion that has ensnared top mili-
tary officials and several key Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army units has 
affected the country’s defense 
buildup, but it continues at a rapid 
pace, said a Pentagon assessment 
released Wednesday. The report 
noted that the scandals may have 
shaken Beijing’s confidence in 
senior military leadership as it 
races to modernize its armed forc-
es in the coming years.

Since summer 2022, the Chi-
nese government has purged a 
number of senior military offi-
cials, allegedly for graft, in a wide-
ranging campaign that has includ-
ed the disappearance of two de-
fense ministers and the dismissal 
of top leaders at the country’s pow-
erful missile development pro-
gram, the PLA Rocket Force. Chi-
na’s Central Commission for Disci-
pline Inspection, the government 
anti-corruption agency, has con-
tinued to release a trickle of indict-
ments — most recently the an-
nouncement last month that one 
of the country’s highest-ranking 
officers, Adm. Miao Hua, has been 
suspended on graft charges.

The Pentagon’s China Military 
Power Report — an annual unclas-
sified briefing to Congress on Bei-
jing’s military progress — said the 
purge touched every service of the 
PLA and may have hampered 
progress toward key military 
modernizations goals.

“The substantial problems they 
have with corruption that have yet 
to be resolved certainly could slow 
them down on the path toward the 
2027 capabilities development 
milestone and beyond,” said a sen-
ior defense official, referring to 
Beijing’s military modernization 
plans, and speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity under ground 
rules set by the Pentagon. U.S. 
military and intelligence officials 
have broadly highlighted 2027 as 
the year when China’s military 
could be capable of invading Tai-
wan, though Beijing has never 
publicly indicated a timeline for 

annexing the self-governing is-
land it claims as its own.

Speaking at an event after the 
report’s release Wednesday, Ely 
Ratner, the assistant secretary of 
defense for Indo-Pacific security 
affairs, said that it’s likely the ef-
fects of the PLA purge will contin-
ue for some time, and that it could 
serve to “paralyze” lower-level of-
ficials who may fear similar retri-
bution.

“It’s just the tip of the iceberg, 
and one should expect that this is 
something that’s going to contin-
ue,” he said. “I think the dramatic 
nature of the anti-corruption hunt 
would only be the case if they 
thought it was really eroding [the 
PLA’s] effect.”

The Pentagon report said that 
the purge of the country’s elite 
Rocket Force may be connected to 
fraud in the procurement and con-
struction of missile silos, but that 
subsequent repairs to those facili-

ties initiated as a result of the 
investigation could ultimately in-
crease operational readiness.

Despite the impact of the crack-
down, the Pentagon assesses that 
China has continued to make rap-
id advancements. Its arsenal of 
nuclear missiles had grown to 
over 600 as of May — up from 
around 200 in 2020 — putting it 
on track to exceed 1,000 by the end 
of the decade. The report assessed 
that the PLA has also increased 
the number of silo fields, now to-
taling more than 320 across re-
mote desert sites in western China 
and Inner Mongolia.

The official said that the build-
up was notable not just for the 
number of warheads but for the 
assortment of its nuclear missiles. 
China is working to construct a 
missile force that ranges from low-
yield tactical weapons to long-
range ballistic missiles — allowing 
it to account for different levels of 

escalation.
The Chinese nuclear arsenal is 

“not only growing in terms of the 
numbers of operationally de-
ployed warheads, but also in a 
certain diversity and sophistica-
tion,” the person said.

Beijing has also made signifi-
cant headway in its air force and 
navy and is rapidly catching up to 
U.S. capabilities in several areas, 
the report said. The Chinese navy 
— already the world’s largest in 
terms of vessels — has ratcheted 
up pressure on Taiwan with un-
precedented drills encircling the 
island. Last week, Taiwanese de-
fense officials said China has de-
ployed the largest fleet of navy 
vessels in almost three decades, in 
a surprise drill of over 90 military 
and coast guard vessels near Tai-
wan, the southern Japanese is-
lands, and the East and South 
China Sea.

This year’s Pentagon report also 

noted the growing potential of 
attacks that could target Guam — 
the U.S. territory closest to China, 
which hosts significant military 
infrastructure. It said that Guam 
is a likely target for cyberattacks 
and that the PLA’s increasingly 
sophisticated missile program put 
it within range of land-based nu-
clear weapons and maritime at-
tacks.

China’s air force has made sig-
nificant strides in modernizing its 
aircraft, including upgraded fight-
er jets and bombers, and is “rapid-
ly approaching technology typical 
of U.S. standards.” The report not-
ed that the technology of China’s 
unmanned aerial systems, or 
drones, had reached levels compa-
rable to the U.S. military.

China’s space capabilities have 
also continued to expand rapidly. 
The Pentagon report estimated 
that in 2023, China conducted 67 
space launches — second only to 

the United States — putting over 
200 satellites in orbit.

A Chinese Embassy spokesman 
in Washington criticized the re-
port’s intentions and said Beijing 
adheres to a no-first-use policy on 
nuclear weapons.

“Such reports are filled with 
‘Cold War’ thinking and zero-sum 
game mentality, which China 
firmly opposes. We hope the U.S. 
will objectively and rationally as-
sess China’s strategic intentions 
and defense construction, cease 
issuing irresponsible reports year 
after year,” spokesman Liu Pengyu 
said in a statement.

China is accelerating its efforts 
to achieve key 2027 military goals 
as President-elect Donald Trump 
prepares to take office, setting the 
stage for a high-stakes recalibra-
tion of U.S.-China relations. On 
Monday, he struck a cooperative 
tone, suggesting that Beijing and 
Washington could “work together 
to solve all of the problems of the 
world.” Yet Trump has also issued 
stark warnings, including a pledge 
to impose 60 percent tariffs on 
Chinese imports.

The true extent of how much 
China’s military has been affected 
by the purge is difficult to assess, 
as are the specific projects that 
have come under scrutiny.

In August, the Rocket Force ac-
cused three of China’s top univer-
sities of rigging procurement bids 
for military technology and 
banned them from participating 
in purchases until late 2027. Presi-
dent Xi Jinping has stressed a 
need to increase discipline across 
all sections of the military, includ-
ing during an October visit to the 
Rocket Force, the first since he 
overhauled the unit’s leadership.

China is also grappling with a 
sluggish economy, which could 
further strain efforts to modernize 
its military.

The Pentagon has previously 
said it believes China’s total mili-
tary spending exceeds its officially 
published figures. This year, it re-
vised estimates upward, suggest-
ing that annual spending could be 
as high as 90 percent more than 
the reported figure.

In 2023, Beijing officially dis-
closed a defense budget of approx-
imately $220 billion. Even at the 
high end of the estimate, China’s 
total military spending would still 
amount to roughly half of the U.S. 
defense budget.

Pentagon report warns of China’s rapid military buildup

Andy Wong/AP

People’s Liberation Army  soldiers march past a banner depicting Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing in 2020.

Anti-corruption purge 
may have hampered

push for modernization
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chapter 1

The ‘Voice of Maypearl’

“I wanted him gone,” Geneva said. “It was 
horrifying to know that someone in charge of 
your town, supposed to be protecting these 
kids, is actually doing this.”

The 16-year-old was named Alissa. Her 
parents owned the rock’n r. She’d grown up 
around maypearl — and knew that it was no 
small thing to accuse a chief of sexual miscon-
duct.

Her encounters with Coffey had started 
when she was around 14. After getting in 
trouble for underage drinking, she said, her 
punishment had been an act of community 
service: cleaning City Hall.

Coffey, who was more than three decades 
older than her, came by as she was working. 
Alissa said he told her that her butt looked 
good in the jeans she was wearing. Then he 
instructed the teen to dust his office.

The chief began messaging the high-school-
er on facebook and Snapchat. Alissa would 
later report that Coffey flashed his police 
cruiser lights into her window. He frequently 
touched her, she said, rubbing her arm, run-
ning his hand through her hair. He took 
photos of her in his patrol car. He sent her a 

Geneva couldn’t let it go. While trying to 
persuade Alissa’s family to file a report, she 
looked for someone in law enforcement who 
would do something. Eventually, Ellis County 
prosecutors learned of the accusations and 
formally launched an investigation with the 
Texas rangers, a state law enforcement agen-
cy. for five weeks after Geneva complained, 
Coffey remained in power.

Brown, who is no longer sheriff, defended 
his actions to The Washington Post, saying 
that without cooperation from the girl and her 
family, he had no case. But the district attor-
ney at the time, Patrick Wilson, was furious.

“If someone tells you that there’s a police 
chief who may be having inappropriate sexual 
relationships with minors,” Wilson said, “you 
don’t sit on that information.”

chief Kevin coffey

girl u don’t wanna see me 

cause then i’d have to 

cuff you and put u on the 

hood again haha

the teen

shit you wouldn’t throw 

me in jail youd sit there 

and talk shit and laugh 

i’d cuff u and put u on the 

hood again and smack 

that ass lol

no yall have cameras 

don’t need to be like 

what’s his face

haha speed and find out

Geneva

i do have this cell phone 

that you could get 

messages from a 14 year 

old girl to our chief of 

police they do not want to 

file a formal complaint 

the mom nor the 

daughter what is my other 

options. the girl is 16 

years old now

Sheriff Johnny Brown

geneva, unfortunately 

they have to be the ones 

to file . i can’t pursue 

something if they don’t 

want action sorry. if you 

have a concern you might 

take the phone to the 

mayor for a counsel 

member you trust and let 

them at least take care of 

getting rid of him

Photos By Carolyn Van houten/the Washington Post

A fter Geneva shelled out $150 to repair the 
cellphone, she started reading message 

after message from the chief.

picture of his handcuffs, saying, “one of these 
days.”

Geneva wanted Coffey to be fired and 
arrested. But who, she wondered, would she 
report him to? He had the top job at the police 
department. He was cozy with the city’s 
mayor. So Geneva called and texted the sheriff 
of Ellis County, where maypearl is located.

Surely, Geneva thought, the sheriff would 
take action against a police chief sending 
sexual messages to a child.

But Sheriff Johnny Brown told her that he 
couldn’t help.

chapter 2

‘Horrifying’ Texts 

alissa asked Geneva for help in 2015 after Coffey sent the teen explicit messages.

“He knew exactly where I was going and what I was doing. … It just 

seemed like every corner I would take, he was there.”
alissa, describing her encounters with Coffey

H ere in maypearl, there are several un-
shakable truths. friday nights are best 

spent at the high school, rooting for the 
Panthers. The most interesting gossip (and 
cheapest beer) is found at the Busy Bee Cafe. 
And never, ever mess with Geneva Zoll.

Known to everyone as just Geneva, the 
49-year-old farmer and grandmother is wide-
ly seen as the unofficial mayor of maypearl.

In this city of less than 1,000 south of 
Dallas, Geneva could always be found at the 
holiday and homecoming parades, giving out 

Maypearl from a1 hugs. She ran a facebook group called “Voice 
of maypearl.” She offered blunt, sometimes 
profanity-laced advice while she poured cof-
fee at the Busy Bee or the rock’n r diner on 
main Street. At night, when the diner turned 
into a bar, Geneva’s husband, Zach, could be 
seen singing onstage in his denim overalls, a 
beer in each hand.

“Everybody in maypearl knows everybody 
and knows their business — whether you 
want them to or not,” Geneva said. 

Whenever there was a problem in may-
pearl, people found Geneva. She’d once led an 
effort to get rid of a police officer who was 

accused of harassing residents, constantly 
pulling them over for no good reason. After 
Geneva helped get that cop off the force, she 
thought the town’s problem with its police 
department was over.

But then, one day in 2015, a 16-year-old girl 
approached Geneva at the rock’n r.

The girl said the worst officer was still in 
maypearl. The proof, she said, was on her 
broken cellphone. If Geneva could get the 
phone fixed, she would find messages the teen 
had been receiving from someone the com-
munity revered — its police chief, Kevin 
Coffey.

Farmer and 

grandmother 

Geneva Zoll is 

known as the 

unofficial mayor of 

Maypearl, a small 

community south of 

Dallas.
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G eneva wasn’t the first adult alissa had 
confided in about coffey’s behavior. 

about a year earlier, the teen had complained 
to her mom. at first, her mom said, she 
encouraged her daughter to ignore coffey, 
rather than risk reporting the chief in such a 
small town: “We kept thinking, this is gonna 
stop.”

“My parents were just like, ‘Leave it alone,’” 
alissa said. “they didn’t want it to affect the 
small business they were running. So i kept 
my mouth shut.”

Later, when alissa’s mom learned from 
geneva that coffey was still targeting her 
daughter, she finally realized: the chief wasn’t 
going to stop, unless someone stopped him.

Speaking out against law enforcement is 
especially difficult in small towns, where cops 
are deeply embedded in the communities they 
serve. For the residents, there are often fewer 
avenues to lodge misconduct complaints and 
less protection from retaliation.

Like Maypearl, nearly half of all local police 
departments across america have fewer than 
10 full-time sworn officers. their chiefs wield 
tremendous power.

a post investigation identified 47 heads of 
law enforcement agencies who were charged 
with crimes involving child sexual abuse from 
2005 through 2022. three-quarters of them 
worked in departments with fewer than 10 
cops.

“When it comes to the police, people are just 
so scared to say anything,” geneva said. 
“they’re so scared for their own safety, or to go 
to jail, or get a ticket or harassment from it.”

coffey had spent years gaining the trust of 
Maypearl’s parents after getting hired there in 
2010 as a patrol officer. He followed up with 
teens after car accidents. He quickly respond-
ed to reports of runaways.

But some high-schoolers, like Mallory Mey-
er, knew things weren’t quite right, even 
before coffey got promoted to chief. He’d often 
message her friends. once, Mallory said, she’d 
heard him encourage a teen girl to twerk on 
his police cruiser. By the time she saw coffey 
with alissa on his lap at the Rock’n R, where 
Mallory was a waitress, she had already been 
complaining to her father.

Her dad, James Meyer, went to Shannon 
Bachman, the man who was Maypearl’s police 

Carolyn Van houten/the Washington Post

coffey worked at 8 departments in 
11 years and was repeatedly 
accused of misconduct

how this story was reported

Washington Post journalists interviewed dozens of people 

across texas and obtained hundreds of records and court 

filings to reconstruct events in Maypearl and the other 

communities where Kevin Coffey worked. the Post does not 

name alleged victims of sexual abuse without their 

permission. some of the young women in this story chose to 

be identified by their first name or the name they were called 

in court records. 

chief at the time. Bachman would later main-
tain in a court affidavit that James talked 
about an officer making girls uncomfortable 
but didn’t give specifics.

“everybody said the same thing,” coffey’s 
old boss told the post. “oh, he’s creepy.”

Bachman didn’t like coffey, but said he 
never received complaints that warranted 
disciplining or firing the officer.

the harassment started, Mallory said, soon 
after her father spoke up.

Records show coffey arrested James in his 
own home in May 2013 for open traffic 
violations from another town. Mallory’s dad 
told friends that police were following him 
and shining lights into the window of his 
house. James, who had struggled with his 

Carolyn Van houten/the Washington Post

I n a town nearly an hour from Maypearl, a 
29-year-old nurse saw the news about cof-

fey’s arrest. She immediately started praying. 
the next day, angel Hilton called the texas 
Rangers.

For almost 15 years, angel had kept a secret.
When she was 14 and crammed into a 

pickup truck with a bunch of friends, a cop 
pulled the teens over. Back then, coffey was 
working for the grandview police depart-
ment. the officer, more than twice her age, 
ordered angel and her friends to step out and 
put their hands on his patrol car. then, angel 
said, he told her that her butt looked cute.

coffey soon learned about angel’s troubled 
home life and how she was often left alone or in 
the care of her grandfather.

“it got to be a routine,” she said. “He would 
drive by the apartment and flash his lights on 
the cop car. … and then i would meet him out 
on the side of the road and he would pick me 
up.”

“i thought, okay, he’s law enforcement. So 
nobody’s gonna touch me if i’m with him,” 
angel said. “nobody’s gonna hurt me if i’m 
with him. He will protect me.”

during their rides together, coffey listened 
attentively to the teen and told her how pretty 
she looked. “those things,” angel said, “made 
me feel loved.” But then, the touching began. 
after coffey found her at a local ballpark one 
night, she would later testify, he penetrated her 
with his finger.

By that time, she thought that one day they 
could be “boyfriend and girlfriend.”

on her 15th birthday in april 2001, coffey 
took her to the olive garden to celebrate. She 
said he gave her alcohol and brought her back 
to his home. He took photos of the teen beside 

oBtaineD By the Washington Post

Angel Hilton, at top, in a December 

2023 portrait and, above, in Coffey’s 

bedroom on her 15th birthday.

his bed in her black boots and miniskirt. that 
night, she told investigators, the officer groped 
her breasts and stuck his hand up her skirt.

no one at the grandview police department 
seemed to notice how much time coffey was 
spending in his cruiser with a minor. But at 
coffey’s next job, working for the Hudson oaks 
police department, his supervisor, Brandon 
Mayberry, said he discovered coffey was ha-
rassing a different teenage girl — and got him 
fired for it.

“i took his gun and his badge and i said, 
‘You’re done,’” Mayberry remembered.

it didn’t matter. Before long, coffey found 
another job at a nearby department. He kept 
being handed a badge and a gun, Mayberry 
said, even when he tried to warn agencies that 
coffey wasn’t fit to be an officer. the more 
places coffey worked at, the more complaints 
he racked up.

coffey had even been accused of mistakenly 
shooting another officer while serving a war-
rant. the injured cop sued coffey and his 
employer, records show, and eventually re-
ceived a settlement.

it’s unclear what kind of digging Maypearl 
officials did before they hired coffey. they told 
the post they no longer had any of his 
employment records.

three years after he started patrolling May-
pearl’s streets in 2010, coffey got promoted to 
chief.

continued on next page

chapter 3

A Chief’s Power

chapter 4

Hired. Fired. Repeat.

oBtaineD By the Washington Post

“It felt like we were screaming and my dad was screaming and no one could hear us.”
Mallory Meyer

Mallory Meyer, 

above, accused the 

chief of harassing 

her father, James 

Meyer, left, after 

he complained 

about Coffey’s 

inappropriate 

behavior with 

teenage girls. 

complaints against coffey

l “poorly trained and supervised police officer”

l “officer Coffey has shown disrespect towards a 
Commanding officer”

l “five times that i have asked for this type of 
aggression from officer Coffey to stop”

l “you ‘called her a prostitute’”

l “Deputy Coffey has over stepped his boundaries”

l “he can not stay out of trouble because of his 
mouth”

l “Coffey … unlawfully, and without legal justification, 
used unnecessary force”

l “your employment with this agency and City is 
terminated”

Excerpts from hundreds of law enforcement records and court 

documents obtained by The Washington Post

mental health, grew increasingly anxious.
after coffey was promoted to chief that 

September, Mallory said she too was followed 
and pulled over by the Maypearl police.

James hired a lawyer, and eventually Mal-
lory filed a lawsuit against coffey, claiming 
that he had used his position to retaliate 
against her father and intimidate their family.

James Meyer did not live to see how the 
chief would be held accountable. He took his 
own life on June 13, 2015.

Within weeks, state investigators were clos-
ing in on coffey, targeting him in a sting 
operation, then obtaining a warrant to search 
his home.

on July 22, coffey was charged with sexu-
ally abusing a teenage girl.
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T he more state investigators looked into 
Coffey after his arrest in 2015, the more 

they unearthed. They interviewed alissa, 
who’d come forward in maypearl, and angel, 
who’d called to report his past in grandview. 
They searched Coffey’s home, office and a 
storage unit.

on social media, investigators learned, the 
chief had been calling himself “shadowdanc-
er.” But to the prosecutors assigned to the case, 
it was clear that Coffey hadn’t been lurking in 
the shadows. He’d been grooming the commu-
nity in plain sight.

“i would call him the perfect perverted 
predator,” said grace pandithurai, an ellis 
County prosecutor.

on Coffey’s electronic devices, investigators 
found dozens of pictures of teenage girls that 
he’d been collecting for years. They found the 
photos of angel. They found nude pictures of a 
teenage runaway.

They asked angie smith, a maypearl city 
employee who sat across from the chief ’s 
office, to help identify some of the girls. Then 
she made a startling discovery: Coffey had 
pictures of her teen daughter.

“all my kids called him The Creeper,” angie 
said. “and i didn’t even know they called him 
that.”

as news of the investigation spread through 
maypearl in the summer of 2015, it seemed 
that everyone had a story about the chief that 
they hadn’t shared before. in the “voice of 
maypearl” facebook group, geneva found 
post after post about Coffey abusing his power.

Her neighbors, geneva realized, weren’t 
just grappling with what Coffey had done, but 
with what most in the community had failed 
to do: speak up.

from previous page

chaPter 5

In Plain Sight
Photos By Carolyn Van houten/the Washington Post

Grace Pandithurai, an Ellis County prosecutor. 

Angie Smith, a former Maypearl city employee. Brandon Mayberry, Coffey’s former supervisor at the Hudson 

Oaks Police Department.

“I wish I would have done more to keep him 

from being a cop ever again.”
Brandon Mayberry 

“There was always younger girls coming in

and out. But we just took it as he had a good 

relationship with the younger kids of the town.”
angie Smith

“The thing about Kevin Coffey is that he was more calculated than most child sex 

offenders. He knew how to hide what he was doing, which is why

I think he was able to do it in such plain sight of everyone.”
Grace Pandithurai 

Jane testified at Coffey’s trial about how the chief sexually abused her in his office when she was 14.

“I’m really a victim. And it was so hard to see before, you know, because I was in love.

I thought he loved me back.”
Jane

O n feb. 14, 2017, Coffey arrived on the third 
floor of the ellis County Courthouse to 

face a jury. He’d pleaded not guilty to sexual 
assault of a child and indecency with a child. 
But the criminal charges against him were not 
for what alissa or angel had alleged. it wasn’t 
for anything geneva had reported.

When officers searched Coffey’s home, the 
chief himself had mentioned a girl he talked 
with all the time. investigators tracked her 
down. she was 14 years old. in court docu-
ments, she was called “Jane” to protect her 
identity.

Nearly two years later, Jane took the stand 
to testify about what the police chief had done 
to her.

Coffey was sitting feet away, in a tan jacket 
and blue shirt. she wasn’t used to seeing him 
without his uniform. she told the jury she was 
“scared to death.”

Jane, then 16, explained that she was a 
lonely home-schooled kid who often tagged 
along with her parents to work. Her dad made 
frequent trips to maypearl City Hall, some-
times stopping by the chief ’s office.

soon after meeting Jane in 2014, Coffey was 
skyping with the teen late at night. over the 
next seven months, jurors would learn, the 
chief skyped with Jane 106 times, including 
days before his arrest.

Jane believed Coffey was someone she 
could trust — someone who made her feel safe. 
“i cared about him so much,” she testified.

During their online chats, Jane confided 
that she’d recently been sexually assaulted by 
someone she knew. Then Coffey preyed on her, 
too.

in front of the camera, she told the jurors, 
he exposed himself and masturbated. in his 
messages, he described violent sexual acts he 
wanted to do to the teen. in the chief ’s office, 
he penetrated her with his fingers. He usually 
left the door open.

“He liked the rush of it,” Jane testified.
To show Coffey’s grooming patterns, pros-

ecutors had alissa and angel testify, too.
But when the former chief took the stand, 

he denied their allegations, saying he’d never 
abused anyone or exploited his authority. He 
conceded that, yes, he’d asked multiple people 
to try to persuade Jane’s family to drop the 
charges. and, according to a transcript of the 
trial, there was something else he was willing 
to agree with the prosecutor on.

“are you a pervert?” the prosecutor asked.
“apparently, i must be a little bit of one, yes,” 

Coffey replied.
When the former chief was ordered to 

spend 40 years in prison, geneva sat in the 
back row, clapping.

chaPter 6

The Chief on Trial 
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C offey had been in prison for more than six 
years when he agreed to talk to a reporter 

for the first time about what happened in 
Maypearl.

He’d never publicly apologized, never ad-
mitted he’d committed a crime. And even 
though he was found guilty of abusing Jane, 
he’d never had to reckon with the criminal 
charges involving Angel because that case was 
dropped.

His interview with The Post took place at a 
correctional facility in Rosharon, Texas, a  
4½-hour journey from Maypearl through flat 
farmland and other communities that Coffey 
had once policed.

Beyond brick guard towers and layers of 
prison security, one question would finally be 
answered: What did the former chief have to 
say for himself now?

When Coffey was asked to describe himself 
in three words, he could think of only two: 
“introverted” and “compassionate.” He said he 
deeply missed his job and portrayed himself as 
someone who had made a positive impact as a 
law enforcement officer.

Once again, the former chief maintained his 
innocence. Coffey denied any criminal wrong-
doing with Angel, Jane or Alissa, even when 
confronted with the evidence against him.

“The trial was all about character assassina-

chapter 7

The Prison Confrontation
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Geneva at her farm in Maypearl, where she said the community has lost trust in law enforcement.

chapter 8

The Lasting Harm

“If you see something, say something. Stand up. Push back. I don’t care if it is law 

enforcement. … You have to stop it. Otherwise, what you allow will continue.”
Geneva Zoll

OBTAINED BY ThE WAShINGTON POST

AT TOP: Former Maypearl police chief Kevin Coffey, 

interviewed inside a state prison, is confronted with a photo 

of him and a teenage girl who testified that he abused her. 

ABOVE: Coffey was convicted of sexually assaulting Jane in 

the Maypearl police chief ’s office.

N early a decade has passed since Alissa 
handed over her cellphone to Geneva. 

The teen never imagined what that single act 
would mean and how raw the wound would 
still feel all these years later. For her, for 
Angel, for Jane. And for the entire Maypearl 
community.

“I’m very pissed off. I don’t think that will 
ever change,” said Alissa, now 25. “Do I trust 
anybody around me? Absolutely not.”

“I had to go forward, even if my story 
meant nothing to the trial,” said Angel, now 
38. “Because these girls needed a voice, they 
needed someone to be there for them. And I 
didn’t have that.”

“I count how long it’s been since he’s laid a 
finger on me. And after seven years, all of 
your cells slough off,” said Jane, now 24. 
“You’re a different person every seven years. 
And I think about that a lot, and I think that 
now, I’m in a body that he has never touched.”

After Coffey’s conviction, many in May-
pearl lost trust in law enforcement. And no 
police chief, they said, has stuck around long 
enough to fix that. There have been eight 
chiefs since Coffey’s arrest.

Geneva is keeping count, of course, and 
keeping watch on what they do.

A few years back, Geneva was walking by 
the fire station on Main Street when she saw 
some city vehicles up for auction. She found 
the one that belonged to Kevin Coffey. Then 
she bid on his old black Tahoe and won.

The lights he’d used to flash into the 
windows of teenagers were removed. The 
Maypearl police logo was stripped away. But 
everyone still knew that cruiser had once 
belonged to the chief.

To banish all traces of Coffey, Geneva 
smudged the Tahoe with sage. Then she drove 
around her town, windows down, waving to 
everyone she passed.

tion,” Coffey said. “They used everything they 
could to make me look bad.”

Coffey also rejected claims that he harassed 
residents or retaliated against those who spoke 
out against him, including James Meyer. 
Though James’s daughter dropped her wrong-
ful death lawsuit against Coffey after he was 
convicted, she still believes he bears some 
responsibility for her father’s suicide. Coffey 
blamed mental health issues and said he 
played no role in the man’s death.

In the hour-long interview, Coffey was dis-
missive of complaints lodged against him at 
other agencies. He defended his career in law 
enforcement, saying he kept switching depart-
ments for better pay, not because of poor 
performance.

As the interview came to a close, Coffey did 
make one admission.

“You know, thinking back, yeah,” Coffey said, 
“I should have left them alone.”

Coffey, now 59, still has more than 30 years 
left in his sentence. He told The Post that he 
was attacked by another inmate and trans-
ferred because of safety concerns. Prison offi-
cials would not answer questions about any 
violence or threats against Coffey. But they said 
the former chief has been moved eight times — 
about as many times as he changed police 
departments.
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ghana

Court dismisses cases 
against anti-LGBT bill

Ghana’s Supreme Court on 
Wednesday dismissed two 
separate cases challenging the 
legality of one of Africa’s most 
restrictive pieces of anti-LGBT 
legislation, paving the way for 
the president to sign it into law.

The Parliament unanimously 
approved the bill in February. It 
increases a crackdown on the 
rights of LGBT people and those 
promoting lesbian, gay or other 
nonconventional sexual or 
gender identities.

However, President Nana 
Akufo-Addo delayed signing it 
pending the court challenges. 
Amanda Odoi and Richard Sky, 
both lawyers, filed separate cases 
seeking to declare the bill illegal.

Justice Avril Lovelace-
Johnson, of the seven-member 
court panel, said in the ruling 
that the cases were premature.  
“Until there’s presidential assent, 
there is no act,” she said, adding 
that the two cases were 
“unanimously dismissed.”

A coalition of Christian, 
Muslim, and traditional leaders 
sponsored the legislation.

Gay sex was already 
punishable by up to three years 
in prison. The bill would  impose 
a term of up to five years for the 
“wilful promotion, sponsorship, 
or support of LGBTQ+ activities.”

— Reuters

iTalY

Meloni defends her 
friendship with Musk

 Italian Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni on Wednesday defended 
her friendship with U.S. tech 
billionaire and Donald Trump 
confidant Elon Musk, telling 
Italian lawmakers she would not 
be influenced in areas where he 
has economic interests. 

“I can be a friend of Elon Musk 
and at the same time the head of 
the first Italian government that 
made a new law to regulate 
private activity in space,’’ she 
said, answering questions during 
a parliamentary discussion 
ahead of a European Union 
summit in Brussels this week.

Meloni has met frequently 
with the Tesla and SpaceX 
billionaire since her far-right-led 
government came to power in 
2022, keen to bring investments 
in Italy. Her government this 
summer approved a framework 
for foreign space companies to 
operate in Italy, which is 
expected to generate $7.7 billion 
in investments by 2026.

Meloni and Musk’s friendship 
has attracted attention in the 
past. Musk denied a romantic 
relationship in September after a 
photo of them looking fondly at 
each other went viral. The two 
were at a black-tie event in New 
York where Musk had presented 
Meloni with an award.

— Associated Press

to strike the islands in nearly a 
century, with winds exceeding 
136 mph, according to the French 
weather service.

On the French island of 
Reunion about a three-hour 
flight away, loved ones were 
coming together to donate aid. 
Some said their families in 
Mayotte had no food or water; it 
had taken days to make contact 
with some. “It is difficult because 
I feel helpless,” said one relative.

— Associated Press

 China and India agreed to

 work toward a solution to their 

long-running border dispute in 
the Himalayas after a military 
standoff that began with a 
deadly clash in 2020.  The 
development follows a pact on 
border patrols the two Asian 
giants reached in October, which 
finally broke a stalemate that 
started with the clash in the 
Ladakh region. It was the first 
deadly confrontation between 
India and China since 1975. 

Several children died in a 

stampede at a holiday fair in 
southwest Nigeria, officials said. 
The incident occurred at the 
Islamic High School in Basorun, 
Oyo state, near Lagos.  Gov. Seyi 
Makinde said security forces had 
arrested the event organizers, 
identified by local media as the 
Women in Need of Guidance and 
Support Foundation, which held 
a similar event last year.

— From news services

DigEsT

dite him was made, the nature of 
the alleged offenses and the fact 
that the charges were 14 years 
old.

“It has been of particular im-
portance for the Danish Ministry 
of Justice to ensure that the time 
Paul Watson has been detained 
in Greenland will be fully de-
ducted from a potential custodi-
al sentence that he might be 
sentenced to in connection with 
the criminal case in Japan,” Jus-
tice Minister Peter Hummel-
gaard said in a statement. After 
corresponding with Japanese au-
thorities, Danish officials could 
not be certain “that this would 
be the case,” he said.

Hummelgaard said Danish of-
ficials did not share the human 
rights concerns raised by mem-
bers of Watson’s legal team, who 
had argued that he could face 
inhumane treatment if he was 
extradited to a Japanese prison. 
“Japan is a democratic country 
guided by the rule of law,” Hum-
melgaard said.

In a news briefing Wednesday, 
Japanese Chief Cabinet Secre-
tary Yoshimasa Hayashi called 
Denmark’s decision “very regret-
table” and said his government 
communicated its position to 
Danish officials. Hayashi said 
that the activities of Watson and 
others damaged Japan’s whaling 
industry and that the nation 
“will continue to take necessary 
and adequate actions.”

The Captain Paul Watson 
Foundation — another U.S.-
based marine nonprofit Watson 
co-founded — said his arrest 
exposed potential problems with 
the Interpol system, highlighting 
how people can be detained 
“based on outdated notices, 
without a thorough review of the 
evidence.”

“Paul’s relentless commitment 
to protecting our oceans and 
standing up against illegal whal-
ing has sparked a global move-
ment,” said Omar Todd, the foun-
dation’s chief executive. “We 
can’t thank our supporters 
enough for their incredible ef-
forts, which were key to his 
freedom.”

Watson received support dur-
ing his detention from a wide 
range of people, the foundation 
said, including conservationist 
Jane Goodall, rock band Pearl 
Jam, actors Martin Sheen and 
Pierce Brosnan, and President 
Emmanuel Macron of France. 
Watson was living in France 
before his arrest.

Michelle Ye hee lee contributed to 

this report.

BY RACHEL PANNETT

Paul Watson, a 74-year-old 
 anti-whaling activist released 
this week from a Greenland 
prison after Danish officials re-
jected calls by Japan for his 
extradition, told The Washing-
ton Post on Wednesday: “Some-
times, going to jail is necessary 
to make your point.” 

Watson, who is Canadian 

American, was detained in the 
autonomous Danish territory of 
Greenland in July based on an 
international arrest warrant. He 
spent five months in prison.

The Sea Shepherd founder 
was facing charges in Japan for 
alleged offenses against a Japa-
nese ship in Antarctica in Febru-
ary 2010. The marine conserva-
tion group is known for its 
attempts to disrupt the activities 

of whaling ships.
“Every situation offers an op-

portunity, and this was another 
chance to shine a global spot-
light on Japan’s illegal whaling 
in the Southern Ocean Sanctu-
ary,” Watson said of his detention 
in an emailed statement. “If I 
had been sent to Japan, I might 
never have come home. I’m re-
lieved that didn’t happen.”

Watson’s legal defense said his 

arrest was politically motivated, 
based on an episode of “Whale 
Wars,” a documentary series on 
Animal Planet, in which anti-
whaling activists intercepted a 
Japanese ship. Footage that his 
legal team said “clearly showed 
his innocence” was not allowed 
in court.

Denmark does not have an 
extradition treaty with Japan. 
Japan made a request for Watson 

to be extradited on July 30. A 
senior Japanese coast guard offi-
cial was dispatched to Denmark 
in late September to request the 
extradition directly, according to 
Watson.

Justifying the decision to re-
lease Watson on Tuesday, Danish 
officials said they had taken into 
account the amount of time he 
would be expected to be de-
tained before a decision to extra-

Anti-whaling activist saw detention as means to an end
A free Paul Watson, relieved at Denmark’s refusal to extradite him to Japan, says sometimes ‘jail is necessary to make your point’
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Paul Watson in prison early this month in Nuuk, Greenland. He was detained in July on Japanese charges of interfering with a whaling ship in 2010, which he denied.   

and Booking.com, which many 
Spaniards say are creating excess 
tourism, cramping the housing 
stock and making renting unaf-
fordable for locals.

An agency of the Consumer 
Rights Ministry had ordered the 
platform under investigation to 
remove thousands of listings 
deemed  “illegal advertising” be-
cause the properties lacked li-
censes for tourism use, a ministry 
spokesperson said.

As the advertisements were not 
removed, a disciplinary process 
began, with the platform facing a 
potential fine of up to $104,940, 

or four to six times the profit 
made on the practice, the minis-
try said.

A fine by the ministry can be 
challenged in court.

Airbnb said it always asks hosts 
to confirm they have permission 
to rent their properties and abide 
by all local rules. The company 
also said that the ministry had 
failed to provide lists of non -
compliant accommodations, and 
that many owners do not need a 
license to rent out their property.

The company said the ministry 
did not have the authority to 
make rulings over short-term 

rentals and was disregarding cer-
tain court rulings, including a 
European Union Court of Justice 
ruling in 2019 that Airbnb should 
be regulated as an “information 
society service” and not as a real 
estate agent.

 “Airbnb is a platform subject to 
the Digital Services Act that has 
no monitoring obligations,” it 
said.

A spokesperson for the minis-
try said it “cannot comment on 
the file and requirements that we 
have opened against a platform 
whose name we cannot confirm.”

Spain’s toughest move so far 

against the renting of holiday 
homes came from Barcelona May-
or Jaume Collboni, who in June 
ordered a total ban on tourism 
rentals by 2028.

The ban is being challenged in 
courts by associations represent-
ing tourist apartment owners.

Airbnb urged Collboni to re-
consider, arguing that the ban 
would only benefit the hotel sec-
tor while failing to address excess 
tourism and the housing crisis.

Other European countries, in-
cluding Italy and Croatia, have 
also taken measures to limit the 
growth of tourism rentals.

REUTERS

MADRID — Spain has opened an 
investigation into Airbnb for fail-
ing to delete thousands of rental 
offers from its platform —  part of 
a crackdown on an industry that 
is  blamed by authorities and 
many residents for contributing 
to housing shortages and soaring 
real estate prices.

Airbnb said Wednesday that it 
was the platform targeted in an 
investigation announced earlier 
by Spain’s Consumer Rights Min-
istry, which did not name the 
company. Airbnb said it would 
appeal if it is found in breach of 
rules.

The probe is part of a general 
crackdown in Spain on tourism 
rentals via sites such as Airbnb 

Spain opens probe of Airbnb 
as part of rental crackdown

MaYOTTE

Families struggle to 
aid French territory

Relatives of those struggling 
after Cyclone Chido ripped 
through the French island 
territory of Mayotte expressed 
helplessness Wednesday, a day 
before France’s president and 

180 additional tons of aid were 
expected to arrive. 

Some survivors and aid groups 
have described hasty burials, the 
stench of bodies and the 
devastation of settlements whose 
population of migrants makes it 
even more challenging to 
determine the number of dead.

“A catastrophe of exceptional 
intensity,” French authorities 

said in an update Wednesday. 
“The island is devastated.” It 
noted 31 confirmed deaths but 
said the Muslim practice of 
burial within 24 hours could 
mean the toll is quite different.

 Mayotte, off Africa’s east coast, 
is France’s poorest territory and 
a magnet for migrants hoping to 
reach Europe.  The cyclone 
Saturday was the deadliest storm 

GonzAlo FuEntES/REutERS

Cyclone survivors in the French territory of Mayotte. France’s president is set to visit on Thursday
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the neoliberal Free Democrats. 
Internal disagreements over 
economic and financial policy 
cratered the coalition, and all 
three parties are expected to 
fare poorly in February. As in 
many countries in Europe, more 
ordinary German voters are 
drifting to the far right and, to a 
lesser extent, the far left.

For Germany’s political 
establishment, the challenge 
may be structural. “Scholz could 
not forge unity in his party or 
the public,” James Bindenagel, a 
former top U.S. diplomat in 
Germany and visiting 
distinguished fellow at the 
German Marshall Fund, told my 
colleague Kate Brady. “He did 
not successfully manage the 
country’s three critical 
dependencies: cheap Russian 
energy, Chinese markets and 
American security.”

Jan Techau, an analyst at the 
Eurasia Group, said the 
squabbles that brought down 
Scholz are “a symptom of a 
broader economic crisis that has 
undermined competitiveness, 
growth, and tax revenue” in 
Germany, which has “high labor 
and energy costs and a high 
reliance on exports, especially to 
China.” That overreliance on the 
Chinese market has become a 
weakness, as China’s economy 
has grown and evolved to start 
competing with German 
industry and its major 
exporters.

The uncertainty and frailty 
wracking Europe’s biggest 
economy follows a moment in 
Trump’s first term when Berlin, 
under then-Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, styled itself a bulwark of 
the liberal order. The confidence 
of the Merkel era has faded into 
self-doubt, with Germans in 
angst about their country’s 
sluggish growth and new 
vulnerabilities to open war on 
the continent.

“The collapse of Germany’s 
government comes at an 
awkward and fragile moment 
for the world,” noted Post 
columnist Marc Fisher. “It’s 
especially unnerving because, 
whether they like it or not, the 
Germans have become a vital 
symbol of stability for the West 
— a model of what the U.S.-led 
community of nations can 
achieve.”

science department at Queen’s 
University in Canada, told the 
Guardian. “And that’s what he’s 
doing here. The lesson for other 
countries is to manage 
negotiations with a bully 
carefully.”

Despite calls for his 
resignation, Trudeau aims to 
stay in office until elections, 
slated to be held at the latest by 
next October. Scholz, 
meanwhile, will carry on in his 
lame-duck role and lead his 
embattled Social Democrats in 
the next election. The resurgent 
center-right Christian 
Democrats are in pole position 
to form the next government, 
possibly with Scholz’s party 
relegated as a junior partner.

Germany’s troubles transcend 
any one faction. Scholz came to 
power as part of a three-party 
coalition with the Greens and 

question of Trump’s tariffs 
arose. The housing shortage, 
now afflicting major cities, will 
take years to relieve. The 
stresses in the immigration 
system continue to build as the 
government contemplates 
quarter-measures.”

It’s unclear if their right-wing 
opponents have the right 
solutions, but voting publics 
across the West are eager for 
change and more open to anti-
system politics. Trump’s 
bulldozing approach toward his 
northern neighbor, analysts 
suggested, is aimed at upsetting 
an apple cart that was already 
tilting over.

“Trump is a disrupter, and 
has less of an ideological agenda 
than he does to disrupt, 
dismantle and upset a stable 
political system,” Jonathan 
Rose, head of the political 

just a few years ago.
Though their contexts are 

different, Scholz and Trudeau 
are politically tethered to a 
liberal establishment in the 
West that is in pronounced 
retreat. The values that 
undergirded it, including an 
embrace of the virtues of 
globalization, multiculturalism 
and environmentalism, are 
under siege to varying extents 
across Western democracies, 
and increasingly seen as the 
aloof dogma of an entrenched 
elite that hasn’t adequately 
reckoned with the concerns of 
ordinary citizens.

“The Liberal government has 
not just wasted money,” noted 
an editorial in the Globe and 
Mail, a leading Canadian daily, 
which decried years of “narrow, 
partisan” rule. “Much worse, it 
has wasted time, long before the 

Trudeau’s leadership,” my 
colleague Amanda Coletta 
wrote. “The embattled prime 
minister, elected in 2015, has 
seen his popularity nosedive 
over the past year amid 
economic torpor, a nationwide 
housing shortage and voter 
fatigue. If federal elections were 
held today, polls project, his 
Liberal Party would be wiped 
out.”

In Canada and Germany, 
Trump’s return casts a shadow. 
His browbeating populist style 
and right-wing nationalism has 
been echoed by opponents of 
Trudeau’s minority government 
in Ottawa and the far-right 
Alternative for Germany, which 
polls show may emerge the 
second-biggest party in 
parliament after Germany’s next 
federal elections — a result that 
would have been unthinkable 

Almost 
everywhere you 
look, there are 
grim tidings for 
center-left parties 
in the West. In a 

month, the Democrats will find 
themselves shunted out of the 
U.S. executive branch, in 
opposition in both chambers of 
the legislature and stuck with a 
judicial apparatus led by a right-
wing-majority Supreme Court. 
In Britain, the honeymoon for 
the recently elected Labour 
government lasted just a matter 
of weeks, as its approval tanked 
amid political missteps and 
factional infighting. In France, 
President Emmanuel Macron is 
grappling with a dysfunctional 
Parliament in which his liberal 
and centrist allies are beholden 
to the whims of an ascendant 
far-right faction.

On Monday, German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, a Social 
Democrat, lost a confidence vote 
in the country’s parliament, 
paving the way for elections in 
February that probably will see 
his party’s vote share shrink 
significantly. The outcome was 
not unexpected, and it reflected 
mounting popular 
dissatisfaction with Scholz’s 
collapsed coalition government 
and deepening despair over the 
state of the country’s stagnating 
economy and politics. The 
German leader famously cast 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
as a historic “turning point” for 
his nation and Europe as a 
whole but is seen by critics as 
failing to grapple with the new 
realities of the moment.

That same day across the 
pond, Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau saw his top 
lieutenant, Finance Minister 
Chrystia Freeland, quit the 
cabinet. Freeland, a former 
high-profile journalist turned 
stalwart Trudeau ally for the 
better part of a decade, pulled 
few punches in her letter to the 
prime minister, in which she 
seemed to warn him about not 
preparing adequately for the 
looming threat of tariffs 
imposed on Canadian exports 
by the incoming U.S. 
administration of President-
elect Donald Trump.

“The abrupt resignation is the 
greatest challenge yet to 

Having lost the public’s favor, the West’s liberal establishment keeps crumbling
WorldViews

Ishaan 

Tharoor
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German Chancellor Olaf Scholz lost a confidence vote in the country’s parliament this week, reflecting mounting popular dissatisfaction.

50% OFF

INSTALL!
*

2024
12/31/24

(202)734-7055
Call for Your FREE Design Consultation

Custom Pull-Out Shelves
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

�Limit one offer per household£ Must purchase 5+ Classic©Designer GlideËOut Shelves£ EXP £ Independently owned and operated franchise£ 
© ShelfGenie SPV LLC£ All rights Reserved£



A16 ez re the washington post . thursday, december 19 ,  2024

Rebels struggle to prevent revenge attacks in Syria

PhoTos by lorenzo Tugnoli for The WashingTon PosT

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: A crowd outside a morgue in Damascus reacts to the arrival of a pickup truck Thursday with bodies of former members of the Syrian regime’s security 

apparatus.  Former members of the Syrian security forces line up at a police station in Latakia on Monday to take part in the “reconciliation” process. Members of the new security forces 

collect surrendered weapons from former members of the regime’s security forces.  A woman stands in al-Hakeem village in  Latakia province, the heartland of Bashar al-Assad’s Alawite 

minority sect; four houses were burned in a revenge attack in the village earlier this week. Sheikh Ahmed Banawi, 56, the Alawite leader in al-Hakeem, before he and his family left the 

village in fear of reprisals from militants, hoping to make it to Turkey. 
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Ammar, a local sheikh who resi-
dents said had ties to Iranian-
backed groups. His family denied 
the allegation.

When they couldn’t find Ammar, 
the men took Heybi instead.

“They put a weapon to mehyiad-
din’s head, although we were 
screaming at them not to; we were 
telling them you can’t just enter 
someone’s home,” said his mother, 
maryam Kabalan. Heybi’s wife, Ba-
tool, said the militants had taken a 
second man from the town, but she 
did not name him. Their bodies 
were found alongside two uniden-
tified corpses.

At a morgue in Damascus on 
Thursday, there were other stories 
of violent score-settling in the law-
less days after Assad’s fall. mustafa 
mahmoud, 22, was stooped down 
next to his brother’s body, laid out 
on a metal trolley. His cousin’s 
corpse lay in a black body bag in an 
adjoining room. They were mem-
bers of the opposition and had been 
targeted by pro-Assad thugs while 
walking in the street, he said.

“They’d wanted to execute us for 
a long time,” said mahmoud, as he 
signed papers for the release of 
their bodies.

outside the morgue were des-
perate families, hoping for news of 
their loved ones, among the tens of 
thousands who disappeared into 
Assad’s now-empty prisons. As they 
waited, HTS fighters pulled up in a 
Toyota pickup truck with three 
bodies under a gray blanket in the 
back.

As the families surged forward, a 
fighter yelled at them: “They are 
shabiha; they are not your sons!”

Another rebel pulled out a phone 
to show a picture of one of the 
bodies, a man with a gaping slash 
wound across his throat. It was not 
clear who the men were, or who had 
killed them.

In the crowd, hope and grief 
turned to anger.

“Go outside and kill them like 
they killed our children,” screamed 
a woman who was searching for her 
two teenage boys, who were arrest-
ed from their classroom in 2015 and 
never seen again.

“We want revenge,” she 
screamed.

loveluck reported from Masyaf, tabrizy 

from new York and Piper from london. 

Mustafa salim in Baghdad contributed 

to this report.

mohammed, 40, a fighter with 
faylaq al-Sham, a Turkish-backed 
armed faction that is now coordi-
nating with HTS. He said they were 
called to the village to deal with a 
looting incident when their vehicle 
came under fire. A rebel angered by 
the killings had burned the homes 
and was under investigation, mo-
hammed said, but he didn’t identify 
the culprit or say what group he 
belonged to.

“We’ve been deployed here to 
stop any attacks,” he said. As he 
spoke, Banawi and his family drove 
past, crammed into an aging Nis-
san. They had packed their bags, 
hoping to make it to Turkey. He was 
trying to sell his land.

Alawites make up roughly 
10 percent of Syria’s population, 
and many live in mountain villages 
like this one, above Latakia’s coast-
al plains. While a small circle of 
Alawites reaped the rewards of 
Assad’s rule, many continued to live 
in grinding poverty and said they 
had little choice but to serve in the 
military.

But many Syrians associate 
them with the regime and with 
Assad’s shadowy militias, known as 
shabiha, notorious for torturing 
and killing his critics.

“They are shabiha,” says a person 
filming a video posted to X on 
Dec. 10, geolocated by online re-
searchers to rabia, just west of 
Hama, and verified by The Post. A 
militant kicks the bloodied face of 
an apparently lifeless man on the 
floor. Another man with his hands 
and feet bound is kicked in the face 
behind him.

The camera pans to show two 
other men in civilian clothes on the 
ground. “The pigs,” the person film-
ing says, repeatedly using a slur for 
Alawites. “God knows how long 
we’ve been patient, God knows how 
long you’ve worked [for the Assad 
regime].” The two men lie face 
down and are shot multiple times 
at close range. The Post could not 
confirm the identities of the perpe-
trators or the victims.

Another video posted to Tele-
gram on Dec. 9 by a journalist based 
in Idlib, where HTS is based, and 
verified by The Post shows a fighter 
in military garb conducting a road-
side execution of two men. “These 
are pigs; officers from Assad forces 
were trying to escape,” the fighter 
says to the camera, holding a silver 
handgun and leaning out of a car. 

their pickup trucks, killing at least 
three fighters.

of the 70 families who lived here, 
only a few remained monday, and 
they too were thinking of leaving. 
“Something is very wrong here,” the 
woman said. After Assad’s sudden 
fall, many in this coastal province 
fear they will be made to pay for the 
crimes of his regime.

Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, the Is-
lamist rebel group that led the 
charge on Damascus and is now 
trying to consolidate its rule, has 
pledged to protect minorities and 
restore security to Syria after a bru-
tal 13-year civil war. But in Latakia, 
and across the country, HTS is 
struggling to contain revenge at-
tacks, as vigilantes seize on the cha-
os of the moment to settle personal 
and sectarian scores.

over the past week, Washington 
Post reporters saw evidence of ex-
trajudicial killings in Damascus 
and Hama province, and verified 
two videos showing fighters exe-
cuting alleged members of Syria’s 
state security forces. While the vio-
lence so far appears scattered and 
disorganized, preventing it from 
spiraling will be a key test for HTS 
as it seeks to unite a fractured coun-
try only loosely controlled by differ-
ent armed factions.

Asked for comment, an HTS 
spokesman referred The Post to 
official channels and cautioned re-
porters against “fake news.” The 
group has said publicly that it aims 
for   reconciliation in Syria based on 
“justice and accountability.”

“We will work to address the 
effects of the past through trans-
parent mechanisms aimed at 
achieving lasting peace and restor-
ing the social fabric,” it said in a 
recent statement.

“The leaders are showing a nice 
face,” Sheikh Ahmed Banawi, 56, 
the Alawite leader in al-Hakeem, 
said of HTS. But he didn’t trust 
them to rein in the armed men who 
now “invaded” the village in their 
trucks on a daily basis and made 
threats, he said.

He admits there were some “bad 
people” here — the family who at-
tacked the rebels’ truck was known 
for its criminality, he said. “Don’t 
include us all,” he pleaded. “They 
left and we are the ones paying the 
price.”

At a nearby checkpoint was Seif 

SyriA from A1

— residents were divided this week 
over whether to talk about the men 
who had been kidnapped.

Community leaders said they 
were “optimistic” about the future 
under HTS. “The new situation is 
much better; we’re looking forward 
to a new life,” said mustafa Saab, an 
imam, saying the new rebel leader-
ship had assured them they would 
be protected. Local elders nodded 
in agreement.

But at the back of the room, a 
group of young men grew frustrat-
ed. “The regime isn’t here anymore 
— why aren’t you speaking freely?” 
one shouted. “Tell them about the 
killings, tell them about the four 
bodies.”

They had been dumped by the 
side of the road six miles outside  
town, residents said, and were now 
in the morgue. Post reporters saw 
them there, and each appeared to 
have been badly abused.

mehyiaddin al-Heybi, a member 
of the town’s Twelver Shiite com-
munity, was recognizable from the 
lion tattoo across his shoulder. He 
appeared to have been executed, 
with gunshot wounds to the head, 
back and chest.

Armed militants had burst into 
his house looking for his cousin, 

“Who can control this? It’s only a 
matter of time before it explodes.”

HTS has announced an amnesty 
for former army officers and police 
and has opened centers around the 
country for them to give up their 
arms. But it has also vowed to hunt 
down “war criminals” and those 
implicated in bloodshed.

At a “reconciliation center” in 
Latakia, the line snaked hundreds 
of yards down the street as former 
police and military personnel wait-
ed for a chance to clear their name.

“The card helps them move 
around safely,” said mohammed 
mustafa, 28, next to a fighter taking 
pictures of the former soldiers as 
they held up an assigned number. 
After three months, they’ll be 
called in again, he said. “We’ll de-
cide if they are clean.”

Stacks of Kalashnikovs and pis-
tols were piled up in a side room. 
But not everyone here is surrender-
ing their weapons, according to 
Alawite community leaders, who 
said some expect they will have to 
fight.

The community is not alone in 
its fear and uncertainty. In the hill-
top town of masyaf, in central 
Hama province — home to Shiite 
muslims, Christians and Alawites 

The two alleged officers, dressed in 
civilian clothes, kneel on the side-
walk with their hands cable-tied 
behind their backs.

“Sheikh, give us a chance, we are 
with you,” one of them says before 
another rebel yells, “Takbir!” — a 
call to praise God — and at least 
eight shots are fired. The two men 
fall to the ground. Their hands 
twitch for a few seconds, then are 
still. The Post could not confirm the 
location of the video nor the identi-
ty nor affiliation of the fighters.

Some of the men in the first 
video wore patches with lettering 
similar in style to that used by the 
Islamic State militant group. HTS 
has sought to distance itself from 
its past affiliation with al-Qaeda, 
but there are still extremists and 
foreign fighters among its ranks. 
Armed men wearing the same in-
signia were visible at the gates of 
the Turkish Embassy in Damascus 
earlier this week.

The revenge videos, and others 
like it, have circulated widely on 
social media, stoking fear and sus-
picion. “Who is the judge? Who 
decides who is shabiha or not?” said 
one Alawite community leader in 
Latakia, speaking on the condition 
of anonymity for fear of retribution. 

salWan georges/the Washington Post

The body of Mehyiaddin al-Heybi, a Shiite man, lies at a hospital in Masyaf on Sunday after it 

was  found on the road outside  town, with gunshot wounds to the head, back and chest.
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Christina Temple moved to
Truckee, California, to buy her
first home.
The small mountain town, a

short drive from Lake Tahoe, of-
fered the former preschool teach-
er and her husband, a carpenter, a
shot at becoming middle class by
escaping crushing housing costs
near Santa Cruz, California.
“Wemoved up here for a better

life,” she said in aphone interview.
“For twoor threeyears,wegot that
taste.”
Then the insurance bills came.

In 2017, the couple paid $1,100 to
insure their small cabin. But since
then,nineofCalifornia’s 10 largest
wildfires have erupted, sending
the insurance market into tur-
moil. Three insurers have
dropped her in three years. This
year, abasicpolicy fromthepublic
FAIRplan, the state-run insurerof
last resort, and supplemental pri-
vate insurance will cost Temple
$6,000. It’s likely to rise again.
“Nowwe’re back towatching each
paycheck,” she said, “and budget-
ing for everything.”
Temple is among the many

Americanswatching their hold on
homeownership slip away as in-
surance costs balloon beyond
their ability to pay. “This is our
first house. I don’t want to leave,”
said Temple, struggling to keep
her composure. “I try not to look
too far into the future. I get
scared.”
There’s no easy fix. A combina-

tion of broad economic trends —
labor shortages, inflation, higher
reinsurance and rebuilding costs
— and more costly and uncertain
extreme weather events are driv-
ing up premiums.
Homeowners face an unset-

tling reality: Insurers are passing
these costs to consumers with
higher rates and more restricted
coverage. In some states, insurers
have stopped issuing new policies
altogether. Ordinary Americans
must now make hard calcula-
tions: Can they afford to stay, or is
there a way to navigate this new
insurancemarket?
Historically, insurance was a

win-win for everyone. Home-
owners paid a small premium to
receive a payout after a natural
disaster or other loss. Insurers
turned a profit by spreading the
risk among homeowners across
the country.
Butcosts fromextremeweather

events have been rising, in part
because Americans have contin-
ued to move into areas that are
more vulnerable to severe storms.
Underwriting losses among

U.S. property insurers totaled $47
billion in 2022 and 2023 alone,
according to AM Best, a global
credit rating agency.
Property insurance premiums

have risen by more than 30 per-
cent since 2020, the last full year
the industry posted anunderwrit-
ing profit. And insurers are still
fleeing markets — seven out of
California’s top 12 carriers have
curtailed coverage over the last
two years — or going bankrupt.
Publicplans, oncea last resort, are
the largest (and sometimes only)
affordable option in “insurance
deserts,” where private insurers
no longer offer new standard pol-
icies.
About 10 percent of U.S. home-

owners are now forgoing insur-
ance, double the recent rate. Or in
some cases, they’re selling their
homesciting insurancepremiums
that rivalmortgage payments.
Sean Kevelighan, chief execu-

tive of the Insurance Information
Institute, an industry group, ex-
pects we’ll pay even more as peo-
ple move to riskier places. Losses
are often subsidized by policy-
holders everywhere, even if resi-
dents of riskier Zip codes general-
ly pay the most. Personal insur-
ance is underpriced “almost
across the board,” Kevelighan
said. “As long as we see people
living in ways that are riskier, the
price of insurance is going to re-
flect that.”
That doesn’t mean insurance

can’t work for you. The market is
opaque and confusing. But there
areways to find plans that protect
your home and safeguard your
future amid intensifying climate
risk.
It’s a new insurance world out

there. Here’s a roadmap.

Request a (free) insurance bill
of health for yourproperty

Consider requesting a Compre-
hensive Loss Underwriting Ex-
change (CLUE) report. It’s the in-
surance equivalent of a credit
score. It includes all the claims
filed on a home or vehicle for the
last seven years. If you have high
premiums, check your own prop-
erty’s bill of health (and fix any

errors). If youwant to buy ahome,
request it from the seller. You’ll
quickly find out the property’s
true claims history. You can re-
quest one free personal report at
consumer.risk.lexisnexis.com or
over the phone each year from
LexisNexis at 888-497-0011.

Consider flood insurance even
if you’re not in a flood zone

You’re not safe from flooding
even if youdon’t technically live in
a flood zone. The National Flood
Insurance Program says more
than 40 percent of its flood insur-
ance claims came from outside
high-risk flood areas between
2014 and 2018. For those living in
the 100-year floodplain (what the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency deems high risk), there’s
already a 25 percent chance of
flooding during a typical 30-year
mortgage.
Yet the number of households

with flood insurance has been de-
clining. Only about 4 percent of
homeowners have flood insur-
ance, according to the U.S. Gov-
ernment Accountability Office.
Do you need flood insurance,

since historical data is no longer a
precise guide? You can look up
your community’s risks with our
interactive tool atwapo.st/Clima-
teRisks. You can also check
FEMA’s flood maps at fema.gov/
flood-maps to see if yourhome lies
within the 500-year floodplain —
areas with 0.2 percent chance of
flooding in any given year— to get
a better sense of your risk as
storms and rainfall intensify.

Themain insurer is FEMA’s
National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram (NFIP), which offers plans
inmost communities across the
country. You can find an agent or
get your own quote at floods-
mart.gov. An increasing number
of private insurers are also get-
ting into the game, so get compa-
rable quotes.
Depending on your state, there

may only be a few — often expen-
sive— private plans available. But
more affordable plans are becom-
ing available in lower-risk places,
said Karl Susman, owner of Los
Angeles-based Susman Insurance
Agency. Anannual floodpolicy for
a half-million-dollar home can
cost $100 and may even be added
to your existing homeowner’s pol-
icy.
In riskier locales, coverage op-

tions may be expensive but worth
it. “If it’s quite expensive, then that
should tell you two things,” said
Susman. “I’m in a really risky area
and I really should have this.”
If you go without, don’t expect

the federal government to help.
FEMA disaster-relief payouts,
which are need-based, average
about$3,000—andonly if theU.S.
government declares a disaster in
your area. “Government pro-
grams don’tmake youwhole after
disasters,” warned Amy Bach, the
co-founder of United Policyhold-
ers, a public interest advocacy
group. By contrast, flood insur-
ance claims pay around $66,000
on average, according to theNFIP.
Theworst thing youcando?Let

lenders buy insurance for you.
Banks usually demand mortgage
holders carry insurance. If you let
it lapse,or it’sdeemedinsufficient,
these “lender-placed” policies
don’t protect your home. It pro-
tects their loan. If your house is
damaged or destroyed, the payout
may not be enough to rebuild —
and you’ll still have to pay your
mortgage.

Customize your coverage—
andbeware of carve-outs

Insurers once worried most
about “primary” perils such as
hurricanes and earthquakes. Yet
“secondary perils” such as hail-
storms, tornadoes, thunder-
storms and wildfires are racking
up bigger costs. In 2020, these
secondary threats caused more
than 70 percent of insured losses
from natural catastrophes, re-
ports Swiss Re, a reinsurer.
Insurers have started carving

these perils out of policies or im-

posing damage caps, meaning
you’ll have to shop à la carte. “You
used to be able to get one policy to
cover all the perils and now it
takes two policies to cover the
same thing,” said Joyce Feldman,
who owns Twin Valley Insurance
Services in the fire-prone foothills
of California’s Sierra Nevada
range. “And people’s premiums
areprobably triplewhat theyused
to be.”
Most insurance policies come

in three flavors. “Open peril” cov-
erage encompasses damage from
all disasters that are not explicitly
excluded; “named peril” policies
cover specific hazards; andhybrid
policies (“HO-3 “) offer different
coverage for your house, personal
belongings and personal liability.
Make sure the one you choose

addresses your area’s hazards: In
regions prone to flooding, wind,
hail and wildfire, standard home-
owner policies often limit or even
exclude coverage for those risks.
Get full replacement cost cover-

age if you can. Be wary of “func-
tional” replacement coverage (in-
stead of original materials, you
may get cheaper substitutes). And
“actual cash value” policies,which
are also less expensive, won’t pay
an item’s original price but its
current value based on age, wear
and tear, and other factors.
Look for “extended replace-

ment coverage,” where carriers
will pay to rebuildyourhomeeven
if the loss exceeds your policy’s
stated home value. Adding build-
ing code upgrade coverage pays
forashareof thecosts torebuild to
the most recent standards, which
can be a big benefit in areas prone
to disasters.
Is this more expensive? Yes. If

you need to cut costs, raise your
deductible and trim extras, like
reimbursement for hotel costs if
you have other options.
Finally, consider parametric in-

surance for your home if you’ll
need cash right after a disaster.
Some insurers offer to automati-
callypayyouasmall amountwith-
in days if a disaster is detected.
These policies are particularly
useful if you need cash to cover
immediate expenses or a deduct-
ible. However, this does not re-
place primary insurance.
One pilot program in New York

City, which relies on amix of satel-
lite data, on-the-ground real-time
sensors and social media images

to monitor flooding, promises en-
rollees as much as $15,000 within
days of detecting a deluge. “It pro-
vides a stopgap to prevent climate
disasters from becoming a down-
ward spiral of an economic disas-
ter,” saidKate Stillwell of Neptune
Flood Insurance.

Shoparound

Today, you can often find better
deals by expanding your search
rather than relying on one “cap-
tive” agent or broker who sells
only one company’s policies. You
can buy insurance directly online
or get quotes, but it’s usually
worth asking at least one inde-
pendent insurance broker for
quotes frommultiple insurers.
If you’re struggling to get pri-

vate insurance in areas at risk for
wildfires or floods, get quotes
fromstate-runproperty insurance
programs known as Fair Access to
Insurance Requirements (FAIR)
plans. (California, Florida, Ha-
waii, New York and North Caro-
lina offer them, among other
states.) They generally offer limit-
ed coverage for high-risk proper-
ties at higher prices — but they
maybe your only option. Consider
buying supplemental coverage
andcompare similarplansoffered
by private insurers.
When you’re ready to choose an

insurer, don’t just choose a brand
name. Experts once favored these
“admitted” insurers, tightly regu-
lated companies whose rates are
subject to state approval. They
also pay into a state fund guaran-
teeing policyholders are covered,
even if the carrier goes bankrupt.

But as traditional insurers pull
back, non-admitted insurers’
share of the market is growing.
These carriers, also called excess
and surplus insurers, are not as
strictly regulated; they can set
their own rates and typically spe-
cialize in high-risk policies. They
are required to have sufficient fi-
nancial backing, such as reinsur-
ance or financial reserves.
Bach of United Policyholders

said her group used to tell people
to avoid non-admitted carriers.
“But now we say just compare …
the coverage you’ll get,” she said.
Susman advised that home-

owners should focus on a firm’s
financial stability, not its brand.
Ask an agent about a company’s
track record, financial reserves
andhowwell its coveragematches
the typical losses in your area.
You can check a firm’s ratings

and reserves on AM Best, a rating
agency that gives letter grades to
16,000 insurance companies.
(RegisteronAMBesthere freeand
use this guide on how to search.)
Seek out an “A” or above. Some

brand names may have low rat-
ings (State Farm’s California sub-
sidiary was recently downgraded
to a “B”), while new firms may
rank higher. Beware of unlisted
companies, Susman warned.
“These little nobodies are starting
companies to try and grab money
while they can.”

Hardenyourhomeagainst
extremeweather

Preventing a loss is always
cheaper than claiming it. There’s
no universal list of ways to reduce
your premiums. But Bach’s group
is pressuring insurers to disclose
steps homeowners can take to re-
duce risks and lower their rates.
“It seems like it’s the only thing
that’s going to help consumers,”
she said.
Prepare your home so that it

can withstand extreme weather
better. For now, FEMA, state FAIR
plans,private insurers, agentsand
even local fire departments offer
advice on how to minimize dam-
age from fire, flood and wind. If a
disasterstrikes, these investments
can pay for themselves several
times over. Communities can also
cooperate through prevention
programs such as Firewise.
Insurers and governments

rarely pay for this, but that’s
changing. Kin Insurancehas com-
piled a list of state programs, such
as California’s Safer from Wild-
fires program and the My Safe
Florida Home Program, which
help homeowners upgrade their
property. Insurers such as Hippo
are beginning to offer discounts
for preventive measures, such as
removing flammable brush and
trees aroundhomes.

Bailing outmaymake sense

More places in the United
States will become unaffordable
for the average person to insure,
especially along the coasts, pre-
dicts Nancy Watkins, who analyz-
es insurance risks and pricing for
the global consulting firm Milli-
man. “Because the risk is going
up,” she said, “priceswill go up.”
First, lookupyourcommunity’s

risks with our interactive tool, or
see property-specific risks at Red-
fin, Realtor.com, ClimateCheck
and, soon, Zillow. Then decide if it
makes sense to leave before these
risksmaterialize.
In places regularly exposed to

flooding, federal and local govern-
ments are already buying out
properties. Over the past 30 years,
FEMAhas spentbillions of dollars
on voluntary buyouts of more
than 40,000 flood-prone proper-
ties. But that’s unlikely to keep
pace with rising waters. By 2050,
according to Harvard Law School
professor Susan Crawford, mil-
lions of Americans may need buy-
outs. At today’s pace, only a tiny
fractionofhouseholdswill receive
them.
Instead, the cost of insurance in

risky places is likely to redraw the
mapwherepeoplecan live,argued
Georgia Institute of Technology
professorBrianStone,whodirects
the university’s Urban Climate
Lab.
HepointedtoGatineau,acity in

Quebec that experienced two 100-
year floodswithin threeyears.The
provincial government required
ownersofheavilydamagedhomes
who received relief money to ei-
ther leave the flood zone or, if they
chose to rebuild, relinquish claim
toanypublic relief funds for them-
selves and future owners. Home-
owners across Canada have been
put onnotice that anyone rebuild-
ing in dangerous flood zones may
lose out on relief funds.
Stone said this offers a preview

for the rest of the world. “The
forcing mechanism is going to be
insurance buyouts,” Stone said.
“Butwe have to do it in advance of
the crisis, not in the aftermath.”

Climate risks make insuring homes more di∞cult, expensive
As companies pass on their costs in the wake of extreme weather damage, consumers are struggling to find coverage at an affordable price

Source: Keys and mulder, national Bureau of economic research
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2023

28 disasters

costing $94.8 billion

U.S. billion-dollar disasters, 2010-2023

Severe storms, hurricanes, inland floods, droughts, winter storms, wildfires and crop freezes

In 2023,

28 disasters

cost a total of

$94.8B



thursday, december 19 ,  2024  .  the washington post eZ re  A19

Economy & Business

Auto inDustrY

Honda, Nissan in 
possible merger talks

Honda and Nissan are in talks 
to deepen ties, two people said 
on Wednesday, including a 
possible merger, the clearest sign 
yet of how Japan’s once 
seemingly unbeatable auto 
industry is being reshaped by 
challenges from Tesla and 
Chinese rivals.

A combined Honda and 
Nissan would create a $54 
billion company with annual 
output of 7.4 million vehicles, 
making it the world’s third-
largest auto group by vehicle 
sales after Toyota and 
Volkswagen.

The two firms already forged a 
strategic partnership in March to 
cooperate in electric vehicle 
development, but Nissan’s 

deepening financial and 
strategic trouble in recent 
months has added more urgency 
for closer cooperation with 
larger rival Honda.

Nissan announced a 
$2.6 billion cost savings plan last 
month that includes cutting 
9,000 jobs and 20 percent of its 
global production capacity, as 
slumping sales in China and the 
United States led to an 
85 percent plunge in second-
quarter profit.

Shares of Nissan closed nearly 
24 percent higher in Tokyo on 
Wednesday, while shares of 
Honda, whose market value of 
$43 billion is more than four 
times bigger than that of Nissan, 
declined 3 percent. Shares of 
Mitsubishi Motors, in which 
Nissan is the top shareholder, 
with a 24 percent stake, gained 
nearly 20 percent.

— Reuters

stoCK mArKet

Indexes sink after Fed 
signals fewer cuts

U.S. stocks tumbled to one of 
their worst days of the year after 
the Federal Reserve hinted 
Wednesday that it may deliver 
fewer shots of adrenaline to the 
U.S. economy in 2025 than 
previously thought. 

 The S&P 500 fell 2.9 percent 
to 5,872.16, just shy of its biggest 
loss for the year from the 
summer, to pull further from its 
all-time high set a couple of 
weeks ago. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average lost 2.6 
percent, closing at 42,326.87, and 
the Nasdaq composite dropped 
3.6 percent, ending at 19,392.69.

The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury rose to 4.5 percent from 
4.4 percent late Tuesday, which is 
a notable move for the bond 

market. The two-year yield, 
which more closely tracks 
expectations for Fed action, 
climbed to 4.35 percent from 
4.25 percent.

 The Fed said Wednesday it’s 
cutting its main interest rate for 
a third time this year. That 
continues the sharp turnaround 
begun in September, when it 
started lowering rates from a 
two-decade high to support the 
job market. That cut, though, 
was widely expected. 

— Associated Press

environment

Toxic waste  led to $1B 
in damage, group says

Years of toxic waste dumping 
in a Jersey Shore community 
where childhood cancer rates 
rose caused at least $1 billion in 
damage to natural resources, 

according to an environmental 
group trying to overturn a 
settlement between New Jersey 
and the corporate successor to 
the firm that did the polluting.

Save Barnegat Bay and the 
township of Toms River are 
suing to overturn a deal between 
the state and German chemical 
company BASF under which the 
firm will pay $500,000 and carry 
out nine environmental 
remediation projects at the site 
of the former Ciba-Geigy 
Chemical Corporation plant. 

That site became one of 
America’s worst toxic waste 
dumps and led to widespread 
concern over the prevalence of 
childhood cancer cases in and 
around Toms River.

 The state Department of 
Environmental Protection 
defended the deal, saying that 
monetary compensation isn’t the 
main goal but that restoring 

damaged areas is a priority. The 
state declined to comment.

— Associated Press

Also in Business

 

General Mills slashed its 

annual profit forecast as the 
Cheerios cereal maker ramps up 
promotions to attract cost-
conscious consumers, sending 
shares down about 3 percent. 
Budget-strapped shoppers have 
increasingly chosen cheaper 
private-label products over 
pricier brand names, prompting 
major packaged food companies 
to increase promotions. The 
company also said its Pillsbury 
refrigerated dough sales were 
“disappointing” at the start of 
the holiday season when 
customers turn to baking and 
said would focus on better 
advertising to boost demand.

— From news services

Digest

BY CAROLINE O’DONOVAN

One week before Christmas 
2023, Philip Tong logged onto a 
video consultation with health-
care clinic Amazon One Medical 
and said that he was short of 
breath, coughing up blood, and 
that his feet were turning blue. 
The provider told him to buy an 
inhaler, according to an October 
lawsuit.

Hours later, Tong collapsed in 
an emergency room in Oakland, 
California, according to a com-
plaint filed against the hospital 
and One Medical. He died the 
same day.

The loss of Tong, who had 
diabetes and had been sick with 
flu-like symptoms for about a 
week before his death, was an 
abrupt blow to his wife Suzanne, 
a lawyer, and their two daugh-
ters.

“I think we’re all in shock right 
now,” she said at his Dec. 28 
funeral, according to an online 
recording viewed by The Wash-
ington Post. “I think no one 
expected a 45-year-old man who 
had the flu to suddenly be dead.”

The Tong family’s lawsuit, 
which has not been previously 
reported, was filed in Alameda 
County Superior Court in Octo-
ber and also accuses an Oakland 
hospital of malpractice. It ap-
pears to be the first wrongful-
death suit to be brought against 
One Medical, which was acquired 
by Amazon in February 2023.

The complaint claims that One 
Medical failed to order appropri-
ate testing for Tong and lacked 
“adequately trained and qualified 
staff,” resulting in treatment that 
was “careless, reckless and negli-
gent.”

Amazon One Medical said it is 
“prohibited by law from discuss-
ing patient records.”

“We care deeply about every 
patient we serve, and the quality 
and safety of our care are our 
highest priorities,” Amazon One 
Medical spokesperson Samantha 
Kruse said. “We’re proud of our 
extensive quality and safety mea-
sures, and of the health outcomes 
we help our patients achieve. We 
take concerns about our care 
extremely seriously, and we’re 

committed to continuous im-
provement.”

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos 
owns The Washington Post.

Since Amazon acquired One 
Medical for $3.9 billion in Febru-
ary 2023, the provider has ex-
panded its telehealth services. A 
year after the deal closed, One 
Medical announced layoffs that 
included cuts to clinical staff and 
shifted more of its patient care 
and communication online, The 
Post reported in February.

Video appointments with 
medical professionals became 
much more common since the 
coronavirus pandemic. More 
than a fifth of adults reported 
attending a telehealth appoint-
ment between 2021 and 2022, 

according to a U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services re-
port, and experts say telehealth 
improves patient access to health 
care.

But the Tong family’s suit high-
lights questions about whether 
telemedicine is effective in life-
threatening situations, especially 
those that patients themselves 
might have difficulty recogniz-
ing.

Simon Rowland, a researcher 
with health-care company Hale-
on who has studied telehealth 
and malpractice, said that while 
technology can help patients ac-
cess health care, few providers 
receive special training in mak-
ing remote diagnoses, which can 
be especially difficult in acute 

cases.
“Training in that area is in its 

infancy,” Rowland told The Post. 
“It’s a clinical scenario that peo-
ple need to understand better in 
terms of the risks and benefits.”

Philip Tong worked in the bio-
tech industry and in his spare 
time collected bicycles, cars and 
Legos. He loved photography and 
was building his own watch. 
Friends at his funeral remem-
bered his sense of humor and his 
dedication as a dad.

Tong was also struggling with 
his health. He was diagnosed 
with diabetes as an adult and, 
despite being a One Medical pa-
tient for years, struggled to get 
the condition under control, ac-
cording to his family’s lawsuit.

By the time Tong died, the suit 
said, he was suffering from “un-
controlled diabetes, Stage 3 
chronic kidney disease, infection 
and sepsis.” Diabetes is a chronic 
illness that can complicate an 
acute infection like the flu.

As One Medical has grown 
under Amazon’s ownership, it 
has sometimes struggled to ad-
equately care for its more vulner-
able patients. Earlier this year, 
leaked documents revealed that 
staff had repeatedly mishandled 
urgent calls from senior patients 
with potentially life-threatening 
symptoms, The Post reported. 
The layoffs that followed Ama-
zon’s acquisition included clini-
cal reception staff who were re-
placed by a call center in Arizona 

that One Medical employees told 
The Post put patients at risk.

One Medical denied harming 
any patients at the time.

Current and former employees 
also told The Post that pressure to 
improve productivity increased 
after Amazon bought One Medi-
cal. Virtual providers’ schedules 
were so tightly packed, one for-
mer employee said, that two dif-
ferent patients reported having 
telehealth visits with health-care 
providers who were clearly call-
ing from their cars.

Amazon’s Kruse said the com-
pany disagrees that “a change in 
the duration of visits or location 
of a virtual visit has impacted the 
care provided at Amazon One 
Medical.”

At a recent Amazon media 
event in Nashville, One Medical 
CEO Trent Green told reporters 
that the company plans to use 
technology to increase patient 
access to primary care, for exam-
ple making virtual appointments 
available on nights, holidays, and 
weekends. “By building, testing, 
and scaling new models of care 
delivery we can help reduce costs, 
improve outcomes, and funda-
mentally transform health care,” 
he said.

Amazon is working to combine 
One Medical with its homegrown 
pay-per-visit telehealth service, 
formerly called Amazon Clinic, 
and Amazon Pharmacy, which 
grew out of its 2018 acquisition of 
PillPack.

Health care has long been a 
challenge for Amazon. It shut 
down Haven, a joint venture with 
JPMorgan and Berkshire Hatha-
way aimed at lowering health 
costs, after three years and also 
abandoned a primary-care busi-
ness called Amazon Care.

The first meeting in the Tong 
family’s case is scheduled for 
March.

As Philip struggled with his 
health in the last week of his life, 
he and his wife discussed future 
travel plans for their family.

“We wanted to take these little 
kids everywhere. We wanted to 
show them the world,” she said at 
the funeral. “And to have him 
taken so quickly, so unexpectedly 
— there are no words.”

California family files suit against Amazon One Medical
A 45-year-old man with diabetes who had a video consultation with the service in 2023 died the same day; hospital is also cited in the complaint

sHuTTersTock

This case appears to be the first wrongful-death suit to be brought against One Medical, which was acquired by Amazon in February 2023.

BY MAXINE JOSELOW

The Environmental Protection 
Agency on Wednesday granted 
California permission to set stron-
ger limits on harmful emissions 
from cars, SUVs and trucks, set-
ting up a clash between the liberal 
state and President-elect Donald 
Trump.

The EPA issued California two 
waivers to enforce two ambitious 
rules aimed at curbing auto emis-
sions. The first rule is intended to 
ban sales of new gasoline-pow-
ered cars in the state by 2035, 
while the second is aimed at cut-
ting smog-forming pollution from 
diesel-powered trucks in the state 
by 90 percent by 2027. The Wash-
ington Post first reported the 
agency’s plans.

Under the Clean Air Act, Cali-
fornia must receive a waiver from 
the EPA to set tougher vehicle 
emissions standards than those of 
the federal government. Eleven 
other states follow California’s 
stricter car rule, collectively ac-
counting for about 40 percent of 
the U.S. auto market.

“California has longstanding 
authority to request waivers from 
EPA to protect its residents from 

dangerous air pollution coming 
from mobile sources like cars and 
trucks,” EPA Administrator Mi-
chael Regan said in a statement. 
“Today’s actions follow through 
on EPA’s commitment to partner 
with states to reduce emissions 
and act on the threat of climate 
change.”

California Gov. Gavin Newsom, 
a Democrat who has been floated 
as a possible 2028 presidential 
candidate, issued a 2020 execu-
tive order that called for all new 
cars sold in the state to be zero-
emission vehicles by 2035. The 
California Air Resources Board, 
the top air pollution regulator in 
the state, then approved a rule 
that codified this goal.

“Clean cars are here to stay,” 
Newsom said in a statement 
Wednesday, adding, “Naysayers 
like President-elect Trump would 
prefer to side with the oil industry 
over consumers and American au-
tomakers, but California will con-
tinue fostering new innovations 
in the market.”

Climate activists have cheered 
California’s car standards, noting 
that transportation ranks as the 
largest source of planet-warming 
greenhouse gas emissions in the 

state and nationwide. But Trump 
and other Republicans have 
slammed the Golden State’s ap-
proach, saying it will force con-
sumers to drive electric vehicles 
they don’t want.

During his first term, Trump 
revoked California’s waiver for car 
standards, and he is expected to 
do so again after taking office in 
January, setting in motion a mas-

sive legal battle between the Gold-
en State and the incoming admin-
istration. While the fight unfolds 
in court, automakers could be 
thrust into a prolonged period of 
uncertainty about their future 
production plans.

Some automakers, however, 
have argued that California’s car 
rule is too ambitious in light of a 
slowdown in U.S. electric vehicle 

sales. The Alliance for Automotive 
Innovation — a trade group that 
represents Ford, General Motors, 
Toyota and others — also con-
tends that such regulations 
should be set by the federal gov-
ernment rather than individual 
states.

“The 11 states following Califor-
nia’s lead aren’t accountable to 
California or the EPA. They’re 
part of a program that is an unac-
countable, unachievable regula-
tory wormhole,” the trade group 
wrote in a memo last week.

Yet Mary Nichols, a former 
chair of the California Air Re-
sources Board, said she expects 
automakers to continue ramping 
up electric vehicle production re-
gardless of how Trump proceeds. 
She said that car companies are 
wary of changing their produc-
tion plans because of a single 
regulatory change and that they 
worry that a future administra-
tion or a court could reinstate the 
waiver down the road.

“They generally assume the 
waiver will ultimately be granted 
at end of the day,” said Nichols, a 
distinguished counsel at UCLA’s 
Emmett Institute on Climate 
Change and the Environment. 

“They want to be prepared, like 
most large corporations, especial-
ly ones that operate in more than 
one state and have their own 
armies of lawyers that advise 
them not to be in violation.”

The truck regulation, which the 
California Air Resources Board 
approved in 2021, is aimed at 
slashing emissions of nitrogen ox-
ides, or NOx — poisonous and 
reactive gases that contribute to 
the formation of smog. Long-term 
exposure to NOx is linked to in-
creased asthma attacks, respirato-
ry illnesses and hospitalizations.

California has requested a total 
of eight waivers to enforce vehicle 
emissions standards — not only 
for cars and trucks, but also for 
trains and commercial harbor 
craft. It is unclear whether the 
EPA plans to issue the six other 
waivers before President Joe 
Biden leaves office next month.

“EPA continues reviewing ad-
ditional waiver requests from Cal-
ifornia and is working to ensure 
its decisions are durable and 
grounded by law,” the agency said 
in a news release.

evan Halper contributed to this 

report.

EPA lets California enforce  emissions limits, setting up clash with Trump
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Traffic in Los Angeles on  Monday. California has sought to set 

tougher vehicle emissions standards than the federal government.
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BY CRISTIANO LIMA-STRONG

AND ANDREA JIMÉNEZ

The House artificial intelli-
gence task force released a
sprawling report Tuesday on
how Congress can boost the
technology’s development and
safeguard against its risks, form-
ing what lawmakers said would
serve as yet another “road map”
for future proposals.
But lawmakers declined to

endorse or propose any specific
legislation, leaving much of the
work of hashing out disputes
over policy and priorities to
future sessions.
The 253-page document is

more detailed and wide-ranging
than the Senate’s 31-page “road
map” that majority Leader
Charles E. Schumer (D-New
York) and a bipartisan gang of
senators working on AI released
in may. Critics called that one
overly vague.
The new document features

dozens of findings and recom-
mendations on how AI inter-
sects with labor issues, privacy
protections and national secu-
rity concerns, among other mat-
ters. It marks the culmination of
the work of the bipartisan House
AI task force, launched in febru-
ary.
rep. Jay obernolte (r-Califor-

nia), who led the task force,
called the report the “beginning
of the conversation” around AI
policy, adding, “It will only be
effective if future Congresses
implement some of the recom-
mendations that we have creat-
ed.”
obernolte said the task force

met to consider bills that it could
publicly endorse for passage this
Congress, but the group ulti-
mately agreed not to do so.
“Disagreements started to

emerge about the language in
each individual bill and we real-
ized that if we wanted to main-
tain this coalition that was
broadly bipartisan … it probably
was counterproductive to actu-
ally be talking about legislative
language,” he said.
At a news conference an-

nouncing the report, members
of the task force highlighted
AI-related issues that could soon
be competing for attention in
the next Congress.
rep. Bill foster (D-Illinois)

said Congress should work on
creating methods to identify us-
ers digitally, which he has long
championed. “That’s something
that I think we need to do,” he
said.
foster and rep. Neal Dunn

(r-florida) urged movement on
data privacy, given concerns that
AI could further expose consum-
er data to unwanted collection
and use online.
obernolte and rep. Laurel

Lee (r-florida) called for swift
action against the spread of
nonconsensual deepfakes, often
referred to as revenge porn. rep.
Valerie foushee (D-North Caro-
lina) highlighted the need to
bolster civil rights protections
for the AI era.
It was not clear which, if any,

of these issues will take priority
in the House next year. It’s also
unclear who will lead the efforts
moving ahead.
obernolte said it remained to

be seen whether the task force
would continue to exist or
whether congressional commit-
tees would instead lead the
charge.
“We're working through those

issues, but we have been very
vocal in the belief that some-
thing needs to be done,” he said.
President-elect Donald

Trump’s administration is likely
to also play a major role in
shaping any AI package. ober-
nolte said the task force met last
week with Trump’s transition
team and plans to meet with AI
and crypto czar David Sacks.
They are exploring how their
efforts may coalesce.
The clearest takeaway from

the task force’s report is that
lawmakers want Congress to
take up AI legislation sector by
sector, rather than pursuing an
overarching bill.
Its co-chairs had signaled

their support for that approach
going into the effort.
That’s a contrast to what Eu-

ropean Union officials have pur-
sued under their Artificial Intel-
ligence Act, which this year
imposed fresh safety standards
across industries.
“What we’re embracing here

is incrementalism. We don’t
think it’s important that every-
one agrees on every single as-
pect of AI immediately,” ober-
nolte said.

Tech Brief

House sets
‘road map’
for AI, but
no policies

BY SHANNON NAJMABADI

Some credit card companies
maybebreaking the lawby illegal-
ly devaluing accrued points, air-
linemiles and other rewards used
to entice cardholders, the Con-
sumer financial Protection Bu-
reau saidWednesday.
Card companies may be violat-

ing federal law if they deploy pro-
motional language that conflicts
with fine-print disclaimers, use
buried and vague terms to revoke
customers’ rewards or otherwise
prevent customers from redeem-
ing rewards, the federal consumer
watchdog said in guidance to law
enforcement agencies.

At the end of 2022, three-quar-
ters of general-purpose credit
cards were reward cards, while
the amount of earned rewardshas
increased substantially in recent
years, it noted.
“Large credit card issuers too

often play a shell game to lure
people intohigh-cost cards, boost-
ing their own profits while deny-
ing consumers the rewards
they’ve earned,” CfPB Director
rohit Chopra said in a statement.
rewards programs and sign-up

bonuses are a significant draw for
consumers shopping for credit
cards, especially those with high
annual fees, the agency said in
may, when it released a report on

reward program problems. The
perks can include cash back, hotel
and airline points, and access to
lounges, among other items. re-
wards cards are more frequently
heldbyconsumerswithhighcred-
it scores, but they’re growingmost
quickly among those with poor
credit scores, the agency said.
Consumers said card issuers

sometimes increased the number
of points needed to redeem a re-
ward or didn’t protect themwhen
reward program partners re-
moved benefits or changed their
terms, the agency noted at the
time. Consumers complained of
technical issues, such as customer
service problems that made it dif-

ficult to redeem rewards, or re-
wards disappearing when an ac-
count closed.
The Consumer Bankers Associ-

ation said the agency misrepre-
sented credit card rewards.
“It’s unfortunate that with a

littleoveramonthleft intheBiden
Administration, the CfPB contin-
ues to ignore well-settled facts
about one of themost highly com-
petitive, well-regulated, transpar-
ently-disclosed industries in the
world,” the association’s president
andchief executive,LindseyJohn-
son, said in a statement.
Also Wednesday, the CfPB re-

leased research showing that re-
tail credit cards charge higher in-

terest rates than general-purpose
cards. Ninety percent reported
maximum annual percentage
rates above 30 percent compared
with about 40 percent of non-re-
tail cards, according tooneagency
sample. retail cards, most of
which are operated by four large
banks, typically offer store-specif-
ic rewards, the agency said.
Consumers have filed com-

plaints about retail cards with the
agency, specifically regarding ag-
gressive sales tactics, difficulty re-
deeming promotions and late
fees, it added.

aaron gregg contributed to this

report.

Federal watchdog takes aim at credit card rewards programs
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a Virginia shopping mall on Black Friday last month. there were positive developments in the recent report on consumer prices from the Bureau of Labor statistics.

deteriorate.
Though inflation and growth

figures were a bit hotter than the
fed predicted earlier in the year,
officials signaled comfort with
easing rates for a third and final
time in 2024 for a couple of key
reasons.
most officials say the fed

benchmark rate — which was
lowered to between 4.25 and
4.50 percent — continues to re-
strict economic growth, which
keeps inflation in check. That
means they can afford to cut now
while maintaining rates that
dampen demand.
Also, there were some positive

developments in last week’s re-
port on consumer prices from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics. While
the report showed that the con-
sumer price index grew by
2.7 percent in November from the
previous year, one of the largest
components of the report, hous-
ing, increased at a slower pace
than earlier in the year. That’s
important because housing costs
had previously helped buoy infla-
tion.
other drivers of inflation, such

as auto insurance premiums and
airline fares, also grew at a slower
pace than in previous months.
Even ahead of Wednesday’s

meeting, Powell signaled that the
central bank could afford tomove
deliberatively going forward.
“Growth is definitely stronger

than we thought, and inflation is
coming a little higher,” Powell
said at a Dec. 4 conference hosted
by the New York Times. “The
good news is that we can afford to
be a little more cautious.”
The news of the scaling back of

planned rate cuts hit markets
hard onWednesday, with the S&P
500 index losing about 3 percent
and the Nasdaq down about
3.5 percent.
Some of the biggest winners of

a recent stock market rally were
down significantly, such as Elon
musk’s Tesla, which fell about
8 percent. Amazon was down
about 4.6 percent. robinhood, a
trading app, was down roughly
11 percent.
meanwhile, yields on Treasury

notes that are sensitive to fed
policy also rose.

rachel Siegel contributed to this

report.

policies will be implemented by
the incoming administration.
“This is not the fed front-run-
ning policy,” she said. “It’s the fed
reacting to a really strong econo-
my that also left us with higher
inflation than we’d hoped.”
After a jumbo cut in Septem-

ber and a smaller one in Novem-
ber, officials have now lowered
rates by a full percentage point.
mortgage rates, which generally
track 10-year borrowing costs for
the Treasury Department, have
increased on expectations of a
stronger economy going forward.
Wednesday’s announcement

comes at the end of the fed’s
two-day policy meeting. The vote
was 11-1, with Cleveland fed Pres-
ident Beth Hammack alone in
dissent. She preferred to keep
rates unchanged, the fed said.
In their campaign to lower

inflation, fed policymakers suc-
cessfully avoided a recession
once thought inevitable by eco-
nomic forecasters. Now, officials
are trying not to make too many
cuts too quickly, which could
keep inflation well above the
fed’s 2 percent target, while also
not cutting too slowly, which
could allow the labor market to

and the performance of the econ-
omy, and we want to keep that
going,” he said. “The U.S. econo-
my has just been remarkable.”
Diane Swonk, chief economist

at KPmG, said the fed is not
reacting in advance to whatever

surge and fall depending on out-
side factors.
overall, Powell characterized

the health of the economy posi-
tively, with strong growth and a
healthy labor market. “I feel very
good about where the economy is

Trump, exit polling showed. De-
spite the recent rate cuts, mort-
gage rates have increased and
housing inflation remains a chal-
lenge.
Interest rate cuts trickle

through the financial sector to
make an array of consumer and
business loans cheaper. But if the
fed cuts rates too much or too
quickly, it can stimulate the econ-
omy and prompt inflation to
surge again, which is why the fed
is being more careful in 2025.
“from here, it’s a new phase,

and we’re going to be cautious
about further cuts,” fed Chair
Jerome H. Powell said at a news
conference. Though inflation had
recently been “moving sideways,”
he said the fed still sees it as
“broadly on track” and coming
down slowly over the next year or
two.
To be sure, inflation has cooled

significantly from alarmingly
high levels of a couple of years
ago. But Powell acknowledged
the recent pace of progress has
been “frustrating because . . . it’s
been slower than we had hoped.”
Wednesday’s cut, which was

widely expected and reduces
rates to the lowest point in about
two years, comes about a month
before Trump’s return to the
White House. His promises
around immigration, regulation,
and tax and trade policies could
shift expectations for the econo-
my and ultimately alter the cen-
tral bank’s future stance on rates.
Indeed, Powell said some offi-

cials were starting to think about
the inflationary effects of
Trump’s potential new tariffs in
their estimates for the economy.
Powell added that the fed

needs to take its time andmake “a
very careful assessment” of new
proposed tariffs, but only once it’s
clear what the new policies look
like, specifically. “And we’re just
not at that stage,” he said.
New projections released after

the meeting showed the fed
downgraded its viewof how infla-
tion will progress next year. Now
officials expect “core” inflation to
rise by 2.5 percent at the end of
2025, which is up from an earlier
estimate of 2.2 percent. Core
inflation excludes volatile food
and energy categories, which can

Rates from a1

Fed chair notes future cuts will require caution
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federal reserve cuts rates by a quarter point

The central bank continues to lower rates from the highest level in
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Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said the economy is healthy, with strong growth and a solid job market.
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signs to achieve his objective. The only way to stop 
him is to make his objective impossible to achieve. 
Putin no doubt hopes to use any cessation of 
hostilities to pause, reconstitute his forces and 
resume his invasion in a few years’ time — just like 
he did after his 2014 invasion and annexation of 
Crimea.

So, Trump needs to do more than simply stop 
today’s war in Ukraine; he must create conditions 
that make a resumption of war impossible.

That will require creating defensible borders. 
During this year’s CNN presidential debate, Dana 
Bash asked Trump whether Putin’s demands that 
Russia “keeps the Ukrainian territory it has already 
claimed and Ukraine abandons its bid to join NATO” 
were acceptable to him. Trump responded, “No, 
they’re not acceptable.” He’s right. A good deal that 
truly secures Ukraine and its resources requires that 
Kyiv get back critical areas in Kherson and Zaporizh-
zhia. It will also need security guarantees backed up 
with Western military might — whether through 
NATO membership for Ukraine, serious bilateral 
security commitments or a demilitarized zone en-
forced by an international peacekeeping force made 
up of European, not American, troops. (Poland will 
soon have the third-largest military in NATO and 
could lead a European peacekeeping operation.)

But another key to a lasting peace is a well-armed 
Ukraine, so that Kyiv possesses a military powerful 
enough to deter Russia. The United States will need 
to arm Ukraine regardless of what happens at the 
negotiating table — either to stop Russia from 
resuming the war once Trump has left office or to 
force Putin to the negotiating table if he refuses to 
agree to peace. So we must find mechanisms to 
increase the flow of U.S. weapons to Kyiv that do not 
require U.S. taxpayers to bear the cost. One way to do 
so? Loans backed by Ukraine’s mineral and fossil 
fuel resources as collateral.

By creating confidence that attracts private in-
vestment, a Trump-brokered peace accord will help 
the United States and Ukraine jointly develop 
Ukraine’s mineral and hydrocarbon resources, al-
lowing it to provide for its own defense, just as 
Poland and the Baltic states do today.

A stable, sovereign and prosperous Ukraine will 
be an essential partner for America in extracting this 
natural resource wealth. An unstable Ukraine, 
under constant threat from Russia, will lead to a 
resumption of war when Trump leaves office, and 
ultimately allow Putin to seize that wealth for Russia 
and China’s benefit.

Who will benefit from Ukraine’s oil, gas and 
mineral wealth? The choice belongs to Trump.

D
onald Trump often says that liberating Iraq 
without getting its oil resources was one of 
America’s biggest foreign policy blunders. 
He has a chance to avoid a similar mistake 

in Ukraine.
Ukraine is not only the breadbasket of Europe; it 

is also a mineral superpower, with some of the 
largest reserves of 117 of the 120 most widely used 
minerals in the world. Of the 50 strategic minerals 
identified by the United States as critical to its 
economy and national security, many of which are 
quite rare yet key to certain high-value applications, 
Ukraine supplies 22.

Ukraine possesses the largest reserves of uranium 
in Europe; the second-largest reserves of iron ore, 
titanium and manganese; and the third-largest 
reserves of shale gas — as well as large deposits of 
lithium, graphite and rare earth metals, according to 
a 2022 report by the Canadian geopolitical risk-
analysis firm SecDev. These minerals are essential to 
the production of vital goods ranging from air-
planes, cellphones and electric vehicles to steel and 
nuclear power.

The question for the president-elect is: Does he 
want Russia and China to get that treasure trove of 
natural resources? Or does he want to develop them 
with Ukraine to the benefit of the American people?

One of the main reasons Russian President 
Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine (aside from his 
delusional historical fantasies about how Ukraini-
ans and Russians are “one people”) was to seize these 
natural resources, which are valued at an estimated 
$26 trillion, according to SecDev.

That effort nearly succeeded. In early 2022, 
Russian forces reached the outskirts of Kyiv and 
came close to taking the capital and installing a 
puppet regime. But with U.S. assistance — including 
the Javelin missiles that Trump supplied (reversing 
Barack Obama’s lethal weapons ban) — Ukraine 
forced Russia back. In so doing, it not only liberated 
its citizens from brutal Russian occupation but also 
successfully defended roughly 80 percent of 
Ukraine’s known mineral deposits, according to the 
SecDev report — including 73 percent of its iron ore, 
75 percent of its lithium and graphite, 90 percent of 
its titanium, and 92 percent of its uranium and other 
radioactive elements.

Early on, Russia seized control of an estimated 
80 percent of Ukraine’s massive offshore hydrocar-
bon deposits. But over the past three years, Ukraine 
has wiped out roughly half of Russia’s Black Sea 
Fleet using explosive sea drones to drive the Russian 
navy from its territorial waters. With that successful 
offensive, Ukraine has reopened its shipping lanes 
and recaptured many of its Black Sea oil and gas 
deposits.

Today, Ukraine maintains control of 96.5 percent 
of its proven oil reserves and 96 percent of its proven 
natural gas reserves — as well as all of its aluminum, 
cobalt, copper, nickel, tin and beryllium deposits.

Russia did succeed in seizing about 57 percent of 
the country’s known coal reserves (worth about 
$11.9 trillion) and about half of its deposits of certain 
rare earths (though many of those were captured in 
2014 when Russia first invaded and seized Crimea). 
But those losses notwithstanding, Ukraine has 
prevented Russia from seizing $13.6 trillion in 
mineral and hydrocarbon wealth.

That has been a massive defeat for Putin — and a 
huge opportunity for the United States.

The American people have already invested about 
$183 billion to help Ukraine defend its mineral-rich 
land from Russian aggression. Though the vast 
majority of the military portion of that aid has been 
spent here in the United States — strengthening our 
defense production capacity and creating good 
manufacturing jobs for American workers — that 
amount remains a staggeringly large investment in 
helping Ukraine defend itself from unjust aggres-
sion. Shouldn’t U.S. taxpayers get a return on that 
investment? Do we want Ukrainian titanium going 
into American planes, or into Russian and Chinese 
fighter jets that will threaten the United States and 
its allies? Do we want Ukraine’s lithium and rare 
earths powering American-made electronics and 
electric vehicles, or Chinese ones?

Trump has pledged to “bring Americans the 
lowest-cost energy and electricity on Earth” as well 
as expand artificial intelligence and cryptocurrency 
mining, which require data centers that consume 
vast amounts of electricity. The only proven way to 
lower electricity costs while simultaneously increas-
ing electricity demand is to dramatically boost our 
supply of clean nuclear power. And Trump has 
pledged to approve the construction of nuclear 
plants powered by small innovative reactors.

Marc a. tHiessen

Does Trump want Putin to get
Ukraine’s $26 trillion in gas and minerals?

evgeniy MAloletkA/AP

Miners ride on a conveyor in the tunnel at the coal mine in Dnipropetrovsk region of Ukraine on April 7, 2023.

PARIS

W
hen will Europe tire of playing the 
chump as Russian President Vladimir 
Putin escalates his shadow war of sabo-
tage, assassination and disinformation?

That’s a key question as Western officials register 
a sharp recent intensification of the Kremlin’s 
hybrid campaign across the continent but struggle 
to devise countermeasures that might deter Russian 
aggression.

So far, they have focused largely on defensive 
steps: better intelligence-sharing and surveillance, 
more assertive denunciations of Moscow’s suspect-
ed aggression, hardening infrastructure to make it 
more resilient.

But my takeaway from recent interviews, includ-
ing at NATO headquarters in Brussels, is that Europe 
knows it needs a tougher response but hasn’t figured 
out a way to show Putin he will suffer consequences 
if he keeps it up.

Western officials believe Putin’s shadow war in 
Europe is partly a means of taking revenge for the 
West’s backing of Ukraine. Yet he hardly needed the 
pretext afforded by a war he started. Putin’s broader 
goals are to sow anxiety and discord in Europe, 
wrong-foot Western allies and test NATO’s resolve. 
He regards himself as locked in a twilight struggle 
against the West; hybrid war against Europe is one 

front in that conflict.
He appeared to double down earlier this year, 

with mounting attacks across Europe that security 
officials believe bore the imprimatur of Russia’s 
GRU military intelligence agency, notwithstanding 
the Kremlin’s routinely indignant denials.

There were fires at a Ukrainian-owned warehouse 
in London and a facility in Berlin owned by a 
German manufacturer of air-defense missiles pro-
vided to Ukraine. Separately, Polish authorities 
arrested nine alleged operatives planning sabotage 
attacks. European officials said Russian GPS jam-
ming had essentially blinded civilian flights passing 
over the Baltic Sea, risking an air disaster.

In France, an explosion in a hotel room near 
Charles de Gaulle airport in June was caused by a 
man planning a bomb attack on a hardware store 
near Paris, officials said. His arrest disrupted what 
French security sources said was a sabotage plot 
orchestrated by Moscow.

Since then, Moscow appears to have broadened its 
campaign with riskier, potentially more lethal plots. 
By all indications, Russia is going just to the edge of 
what it calculates the West will tolerate without 
provoking a military response.

That’s a dangerous game, and one increasingly 
likely to result in a crisis arising from casualties on 
European soil. Yet the West remains stuck in a 

defensive crouch.
“We need deterrence by punishment,” Eitvydas 

Bajarunas, a former top Lithuanian diplomat who is 
now a senior fellow at the Center for European 
Policy Analysis in Washington, told me. “We are at 
war, and the first thing we need is to recognize we 
are at war.”

Among recent incidents, several point to an 
escalation by Moscow.

One was a foiled plot to assassinate the chief 
executive of Rheinmetall, a big German arms maker. 
Another was a pair of incendiary devices planted in 
DHL packages that caught fire in Germany and 
Britain. If either had ignited on a airborne DHL 
plane, it probably would have brought down the 
flight, officials said.

Then there was the Chinese merchant vessel, with 
Russian fertilizer and at least one Russian crew 
member aboard, suspected of intentionally drag-
ging its anchor along the Baltic seabed for more than 
100 miles last month, severing data cables. One 
linked Sweden and Lithuania; the other connected 
Germany and Finland. All four nations are 
NATO members, and alliance officials suspect a 
Russian hand in the operation.

Western security officials believe the hybrid at-
tacks, coupled with the war in Ukraine, have made 
this the most dangerous moment between Russia 

and NATO since the Cold War and also the most 
vulnerable to miscalculation. Russian military intel-
ligence “is on a sustained mission to generate 
mayhem on British and European streets ... danger-
ous actions conducted with increasing reckless-
ness,” Ken McCallum, director of Britain’s MI5 do-
mestic counterintelligence agency, said in a speech 
this fall.

Bajarunas, the former Lithuanian diplomat, advo-
cates countermeasures including impounding ships, 
along with their crews, on evidence they have 
intentionally severed undersea Western communi-
cations cables.

Other moves that might get Putin’s attention 
come to mind — specifically, seizing more than 
$330 billion in frozen Russian central bank assets 
held mainly in Europe. Western governments once 
regarded those holdings as untouchable, but that 
view has changed. Already, the United States and its 
European allies have sent Kyiv $50 billion in loans 
backed by interest earned from the Russian assets. 
That should be a template for political will trumping 
legal caution.

Make no mistake: Putin will not let up. Without a 
firm Western response, he will pursue his hybrid 
offensive in Europe and possibly also in the United 
States. Tut-tuts and tighter defense won’t work. Real 
consequences might.

Lee Hockstader

Russia goes big (and small) in its war against Europe

partnership with Russia. Meanwhile, the United 
States needs friendly, reliable sources of these 
critical minerals. If we help Ukraine secure and 
develop its natural resources, we can also deal a 
strategic blow to Beijing and Moscow, while bring-
ing enormous financial benefit back to the American 
people.

But to do so, Ukraine needs Trump’s help to secure 
a just and lasting peace.

After Russia’s full-scale invasion, metallurgical 
production in Ukraine fell by an estimated 80 per-
cent — from 20 million tons in 2021 to just 
2.5 million by the middle of 2023. It is hard to mine 
for minerals while missiles are being fired at your 
critical infrastructure. It is impossible to develop 
offshore oil and natural gas in the waters Ukraine 
controls in the North Crimean Basin under the 
shadow of Russian forces within firing range.

American businesses can develop those resources 
for the benefit of the American and Ukrainian 
peoples — but only if the fighting ends on terms that 
give investors confidence the Russian assault won’t 
resume.

The reality is that Putin won’t willingly give up on 
his quest to conquer Ukraine and its mineral wealth. 
He will violate any international agreement Russia 
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Ukraine has some of the world’s largest reserves of 

minerals, such as lithium, titanium and uranium, which

are deemed strategic for growing technologies.

Ukraine’s mineral reserves
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That would dramatically increase U.S. demand 
for uranium. The United States is already the largest 
purchaser of Russian-enriched uranium, dependent 
on Moscow for nearly one-quarter of its supply. It is 
not in our strategic interest to allow Putin to seize 
control of the largest uranium reserves in Europe. 
The United States needs that Ukrainian uranium to 
lower energy costs for Americans and fuel AI and 
crypto innovation.

Trump has also set a priority of reducing Ameri-
ca’s economic dependence on Communist China. 
Beijing is the largest source of more than half of the 
critical minerals the United States imports, includ-
ing 72 percent of rare earth imports. China is trying 
to corner the global market on lithium, actively 
buying mines across the world, as well as mines for 
other critical minerals, such as cobalt and nickel. 
And demonstrating its growing power over the 
U.S. economy, Beijing recently tightened export 
controls on critical minerals such as aluminum and 
titanium, banned the export of gallium and severely 
restricted the export of graphite to the United States. 
Ukraine has all of these minerals in abundance.

Were Ukraine’s mineral wealth to fall into Rus-
sian hands, it would be a strategic and economic 
boon to China, which has established a “no limits” 

Black Sea 100 Mi

BelARUS

RUSSiA

RoMAniA

Mol.

Source: institute for the Study of War. Control areas as of Dec. 12.

kyiv

Zaporizhzhia

Dnipro

kharkiv

lviv

luhansk

Donetsk

criMea

kyiv

Zaporizhzhia

Dnipro

kharkiv

lviv

luhansk

Donetsk

criMea

About 96 percent of Ukraine’s natural gas reserves 

remain under Ukrainian control.
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secure his legacy on cannabis and criminal justice 
reform.

Sarah Gersten,  Hartford, Connecticut
The writer is executive director of the 

nonprofit Last Prisoner Project.

Give our son the same
Regarding Eugene Robinson’s Dec. 3 column, “Joe 

Biden chose to be a father first”:
Like Mr. Robinson, I fully empathize with 

President Joe Biden’s position. No parent wants to 
see their child go to prison. I also empathize with the 
sadness, grief and frustration of having a child in the 
criminal justice system.

That being said, Mr. Biden has a lot of power, and 
there are so many others who deserve clemency. Our 
own son, AnDreco Lott, is in prison for 92 years on 
charges from 2001. If he were sentenced for the same 
crime today, he would likely be eligible for release 
after serving 85 percent of a 15- to 20-year sentence. 
He would be home. Instead, his release date is 2080.

I know in my heart that our son has learned from 
his mistakes. AnDreco hasn’t had a single 
disciplinary infraction in 20-plus years behind bars. 
From prison, he has participated in his NAACP 
chapter and founded groups to raise awareness for 
cancer and racial disparities in the criminal justice 
system. He even learned how to play the bass guitar 
because the local prison choir didn’t have a bass 
player. These aren’t the actions of a man who is a 

threat to society, and I’m so proud of him. We feel 
that our son should be pardoned so he can rebuild 
his life based on his reformed character, attitude and 
accomplishments.

I do not have the power to bring him home. But I 
have worked with groups, such as Famm, that have 
petitioned the president to use his power of 
clemency and to lead with mercy. There are 
thousands of other federal prisoners just like 
AnDreco who deserve their freedom. Mr. Biden 
should show our children the same compassion he 
gave his own.

Delores Eggerson, Mansfield, Texas

What credit is that to you?
In pardoning his son, President Joe Biden has 

joined his predecessors in removing legally imposed 
accountability from yet another privileged White 
man. From this country’s founding up until today, 
privileged White men have set and adjudicated the 
rules that govern us all. As a privileged White man 
myself, I can’t begin to understand what this 
centuries-long inequality of justice must feel like for 
the majority of Americans.

I’m fairly certain Mr. Biden pardoned his son out 
of love. With Christmas soon upon us, I ask that he 
extend the same love to those without privilege.

Mr. Biden and I share the same faith. In Luke 
6:32-35, Jesus said: “If you love those who love you, 
what credit is that to you? … But love your enemies, 

do good to them and lend to them without expecting 
to get anything back. Then your reward will be 
great.” Mr. Biden alone has the ability to commute 
the sentences of those on federal death row. These 
individuals will continue to be held accountable, but 
they should not be subject to judicial homicide.

When I go to mass during this season of Advent, I’ll 
think of Mr. Biden and pray that he exhibits the love 
he showed for his son to those who — despite being 
harder to love — are God’s children all the same.

Garth Gideon, St. Joseph, Minnesota

Parents understand
President Joe Biden deserves our compassion and 

our love after his decision to pardon his son.
When I was 21, my sister (23 years old) died of 

non-Hodgkin lymphoma. I saw my father change. 
My heart aches every time I remember him coping 
with the grief of losing a child. He was never the 
same.

When I married, I knew I wanted to have three 
children because, if something happened to one of 
my kids, I would still have two. Perhaps this is a 
morbid way of thinking. Nevertheless, I did lose my 
eldest adult son 10 years ago, and now I am fighting 
for the health and well-being of my second adult 
child.

In a way, I feel Mr. Biden’s pain. He has sacrificed 
much for America, but he is a father first. Few 
parents would willingly give their child up, 
especially to political opponents bent on revenge as I 
believe the MAGA Republicans are.

Barbara Wales, Odenton

Don’t stop there
I completely agree with President Joe Biden’s 

pardoning of his son Hunter. This prosecution had 
all the signs of political motivation, especially with 
the incoming administration’s vows of revenge 
toward, and investigation and prosecution of, its 
political enemies. Plus, this case would continue to 
eat up significant investments of time, energy, 
resources and attention.

For similar reasons, Mr. Biden should offer 
pardons to thousands — perhaps tens of thousands 
— of civil servants, journalists, ordinary citizens and 
others who appropriately oppose President-elect 
Donald Trump’s overreaching conduct, or those who 
might resist his administration’s avowed policies 
and actions. By issuing such pardons, the many 
individuals who merely want to do their jobs, or who 
might legally voice their opposition, will avoid 
needless ridicule and useless diversions of their 
attention and resources — which are so desperately 
needed to address our country’s real issues.

Christopher M. Kerns, Washington

We can make limits
In every congressional session since 2017, 

Rep. Steve Cohen (D-Tennessee) has proposed a 
constitutional amendment to reform the president’s 
pardon power. His amendment would eliminate 
corrupt pardons, including pardons for family 
members. The proposed amendment always goes 
nowhere. But instead of complaining about 
questionable presidential pardons from Joe Biden, 
Donald Trump and Bill Clinton, perhaps we should 
just amend the pardon power.

Bruce McKinney, Silver City, New Mexico
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Regarding the Dec. 13 front-page article “Biden 
begins series of pardons”:

The president’s clemency actions on Dec. 12 are 
welcome, but they fall far short of what is required. 
In commuting the sentences of those who remained 
in home confinement as a result of the pandemic, 
and in pardoning only a fraction of those whom the 
Justice Department has reportedly recommended 
for favorable action, President Joe Biden has done 
little to rehabilitate his dismal clemency record. Still 
before him are tougher decisions about whether to 
spare those on federal death row before President-
elect Donald Trump takes office, and whether to take 
a serious bite out of the pardon case backlogs that 
have been growing since the Clinton administration.

To be fair, recent presidents have not been well 
served by the Justice Department as gatekeeper of 
the pardon power. I was responsible for the 
department’s pardon-vetting process for eight years 
in the 1990s and have since represented applicants 
for pardon and commutation. So I know firsthand 
how stingy and unhelpful the department has 
become over the past 30 years, denying thousands of 
people who seek the president’s forgiveness.

Congress also has its share of the blame. Members 
of Congress have allowed the pardon process to 
become a dumping ground for issues that should 
instead be brought to a vote and codified into law. 
This includes restoration of firearms rights, which 
for federal felony offenders is unavailable without a 
pardon no matter how minor and dated their 
conviction.

These concerns call for a broad discussion of how 
the president’s pardon power should be used in our 
modern justice system to serve both the presidency 
and public interest. One instructive example is 
Delaware’s pardon system, which is designed to help 
applicants (producing hundreds of grants each 
year), the governor (who is protected by 
recommendation from a board) and the general 
public (with a system that I believe is generally 
considered fair and safe). Also, Delaware’s state 
legislature has created statutory off-ramps to restore 
rights and status to justice-impacted people.

Consideration of the role and operation of the 
president’s constitutional pardon power is long 
overdue. It is my hope that the current focus on 
pardons will at last encourage reform.

Margaret Love, Washington
The writer is executive director of the Collateral 

Consequences Resource Center.

Stay true to your word
It’s clear from the White House’s statement that 

the Biden administration sees nonviolent drug 
offenders, particularly those impacted by unjust 
cannabis laws, as a critical category of people 
deserving clemency.

However, President Joe Biden needs to go further 
when it comes to people incarcerated for cannabis 
convictions. Even with his most recent act of 
clemency, an estimated 3,000 individuals will 
probably remain in our federal prison system for 
cannabis, despite his statement that “no one should 
be jailed for using or possessing marijuana.”

The president can and should free these 
individuals with the stroke of a pen. This would be 
immensely popular; according to a 2020 poll 
commissioned by the American Civil Liberties 
Union, 84 percent of registered voters support the 
release of people serving time for crimes that are no 
longer considered illegal.

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) pardoned 
175,000 cannabis possession and paraphernalia 
charges this year. Nevertheless, state-level action is 
not enough. Other Marylanders, such as Jonathan 
Wall — who has been incarcerated since 2020 on 
federal cannabis charges — can receive forgiveness 
only from the president.

Mr. Biden’s sweeping clemency action is a 
positive step forward. Now, it’s time for him to 

Mr. Biden’s pardons don’t go far 
enough. What about these?

    lETTErs TO ThE EdiTOr  

Guest opinion submissions

The Washington Post accepts opinion articles on any 

topic. We welcome submissions on local, national and 

international issues. We publish work that varies in length 

and format, including multimedia. Submit a guest opinion 

at oped@washpost.com or read our guide to writing an 

opinion article at wapo.st/guestopinion.

Your holiday cookie traditions

Every year, Post Opinions staffers compete in a hotly 

contested holiday cookie bakeoff. Now we want to know: 

What are your holiday cookie traditions? Share your 

responses  at wapo.st/cookie and they might be 

published as Letters to the Editor.

ann TElnaEs

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas

opinion
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P
RESIDENT-ELECT Donald Trump is consid-
ering overhauling the U.S. Postal Service, in-
cluding, The Post reports, possibly privatizing 
it. Condemned by progressives as “extreme” 

and “truly awful,” postal privatization is actually a 
mainstream public policy idea. Countries such as 
Germany, Japan, Britain and the Netherlands have 
already pursued it at least partially.

To be clear, we are agnostic on privatization for the 
United States. But with the Postal Service losing 
$9.5 billion in fiscal 2024, and headed for $80 billion 

more in losses over the next decade 
(despite $50 billion in relief from Con-
gress in 2022), this is no time to think 

incrementally, much less to impose taboos. Indeed, 
postal reform is one issue on which Mr. Trump’s 
disruptive instincts might serve the public interest.

No doubt current arrangements favor certain en-
trenched interests with influence in Congress, such as 
postal unions, direct mail advertisers and, yes, the 
greeting-card lobby. Some defenders of the status quo 
have gotten very good at influencing public opinion, 
and they are cranking up old narratives about how this 
popular institution knits together a far-flung nation.

Actually, what the Postal Service does is move 
physical objects, primarily paper documents, from 
one place to another place. The Postal Service spent 
$89.5 billion last year, more than three-quarters of 
which went to personnel costs. The Postal Service has 

600,000-plus workers and operates a quarter-million 
vehicles. Yet demand for its core paper-moving serv-
ice keeps dwindling — for the obvious reason that 
modern life is digital.

In 2023, people sent 11.8 billion cards, bill pay-
ments and letters through the U.S. mail, down from 
21.8 billion in 2014. By admittedly imprecise contrast, 
there were 12 billion text messages every two days in 
2021, the most recent year for which data exist. 
Delivery of what the Postal Service calls “market 
dominant” mail — items, such as first-class letters or 
marketing material, over which the Postal Service 
enjoys legal monopoly power — accounts for 53 per-
cent of the agency’s revenue. Yet market dominant 
mail volume in 2023 was down almost 50 percent 
from 2008, according to a September report by the 
agency’s inspector general.

“The factors driving mail volume trends represent 
a significant and irreversible change in the way our 
society communicates,” the report noted. In fact, the 
Postal Service handled 43 percent fewer pieces of 
first-class mail per capita in 2023 than it did in 1971, 
the year it was founded as a successor to the Post 
Office Department.

It is no coincidence that annual mail volume 
peaked at 213 billion pieces of all kinds in 2006 — the 
year before Apple rolled out the first iPhone. And in 
2008, the Great Recession hit. (The Postal Service 
carried just 116.2 billion pieces in 2023.) Some suggest 

helping the Postal Service by allowing it new busi-
nesses, such as beer and wine delivery or banking. 
This could not offset lost mail volume but would 
create inappropriate government-backed competi-
tion with the private sector.

It bears emphasis that just over half of the Postal 
Service’s shrinking market dominant volume con-
sists of marketing mail, also known as advertising, 

also known as junk mail. Of course, the Postal 
Service delivers these solicitations on behalf of 
tax-deductible charities and for-profit businesses — 
at preferential rates — whether customers want 
them or not. Recycling junk mail has turned into an 
expensive environmental challenge.

Even the government is taking its business else-
where: Some fear that privatizing or otherwise right-
sizing the Postal Service would affect Social Security 

checks for seniors. In fact, 99.4 percent of recipients 
use electronic direct deposit, according to the Social 
Security Administration. Of 67.8 million beneficiar-
ies, just 437,000 receive paper checks. It’s fewer each 
day: In 2013, the Obama administration required all 
new Social Security recipients to sign up for electron-
ic payment.

The IRS long ago offered electronic tax return filing 
and payments; fewer and fewer billing transactions 
between banks and utilities and their customers 
move by mail. Yes, people depend on the mail for 
prescriptions, but not nearly as many as doomsayers 
about postal reform imply. About one-sixth of adults 
have gotten medicine via the mail, according to the 
most recent data. Perhaps competition for brick-and-
mortar pharmacies is a good thing; why a federal 
agency should underwrite it, however, is not obvious.

The agency under Postmaster General Louis DeJoy 
has gamely tried to restructure. In addition to relent-
lessly declining mail volume, however, union contract 
rules and regulatory constraints have made this task a 
Sisyphean one. More sustainable solutions must be 
found, because even if the Postal Service, in its current 
incarnation, cannot survive a digital world, mail is still 
a necessary part of the communication mix. Collecting 
and delivering ballots is one vital purpose the agency is 
still uniquely suited to fulfill. With or without privati-
zation, the risk for the U.S. Postal Service is not radical 
reform; it’s reform that’s not radical enough.

A stamp of approval for USPS reform

EdiTOrial

Demand for the core paper-moving 

service keeps dwindling — for 

the obvious reason that 

modern life is digital.
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M
embers of the D.C. Council were 
quick and unanimous at their 
special meeting to deal with the 
problem that is Trayon White 

Sr.: Given the choice of reprimanding, 
censuring or expelling their Ward 8 col-
league, they are ready to toss him out for 
taking bribes, for seeming eager to take 
more bribes and for being an embarrass-
ing throwback to an era of municipal 
malfeasance.

What the council failed to do Monday 
and isn’t likely to do anytime soon is 
reprimand itself for failing to root out the 
long-standing waste and corruption in 
government contracting that White took 
advantage of to enrich himself at the 
expense of the city’s neediest people.

Or, as the FBI recorded White saying to 
the man from whom he accepted enve-
lopes stuffed with cash, “That s--- a cash 
cow.” The council member was referring to 
his desire to get even more money by 
taking bribes related to mental-health-
care contracts.

The man handing over $35,000 in cash 
was Allieu Kamara, whose company, Life 
Deeds, made $20.5 million from D.C. tax-
payers, purportedly to serve the city’s most 
vulnerable residents: kids in group 
homes, families trying to get out of shel-
ters and into permanent housing, young 
people prone to violence.

By the time White snarfed up those 
envelopes of cash, Life Deeds had already 
been terminated from two city contracts 
for failing to do background checks on its 
staff at a shelter for families.

“You would think that might debar 
them, at least for a time, from other 
D.C. government work,” former council 
member Elissa Silverman told me. “You 
would be very wrong. Government con-
tracting in our nation’s capital is broken 
and corrupt, especially in the procure-
ment of services for the city’s poor and 
at-risk residents.”

Beyond White’s actions, the “even big-
ger outrage for our city,” she said, is that 
“there is a well-established system in place 
to make big money off programs for the 
District’s ‘least, last and lost,’ and despite 
scandal after scandal, it remains as profit-
able as ever.”

No one talked about that during the 
council session. The members seemed in a 
hurry to get rid of White and get back to 
regular business.

To his credit, the chairman of the spe-
cial council committee charged with in-
vestigating White, Kenyan R. McDuffie 
(I-At Large), took on the absurd allegation 
by White’s defenders that he has not been 
afforded due process. White, as McDuffie 
said, “will have his day in court.” He’s 
scheduled to stand trial in 2026 — a sad 
reflection of the state of the D.C. courts, 
which are unconscionably short on judges 
thanks to the disorder in Congress, which 
treats the city’s justice system as its least 
favorite plaything.

But the council need not wait all that 
time to deal with the poison that White 
represents. The council’s rules say mem-
bers must “maintain a high level of ethical 
conduct” and “act solely in the public 
interest and not for any direct and tangi-
ble personal gain.” So the council is 
obliged to cleanse itself now, not wait for a 
court to act.

The council spent big money to hire a 
fancy law firm to investigate White, but 
they mostly came up empty and relied 
mainly on the FBI’s investigation. That 
was more than sufficient to justify Mon-
day’s action, which will be followed next 
month by a formal expulsion vote.

White’s behavior is entirely in keeping 
with his nearly eight years on the council. 
White is the council member who accused 
Jews of controlling the weather, sort of 
said he was sorry for his antisemitic re-
marks and then walked out halfway 
through an apology tour of the U.S. Holo-
caust Museum. He’s also the council’s 
point man on curbing youth violence.

It was in that capacity that this sup-
posed protector of the city’s most troubled 
ward is shown on video raking in the cash, 
in exchange for which he is alleged to have 
contacted city workers to smooth the way 
for Life Deeds to get more contract dollars.

Or, as White put it on the videotape, “I 
am on top of all that ... I can start making 
some s--- happen.”

For now, White is going on offense. 
Speaking to Channel 7 last month, he tried 
to steal a page from the Marion Barry 
playbook, arguing that he’s being perse-
cuted because of his race.

“The reality is since I was born, I’ve 
been under attack,” White said. “As a 
young Black man growing up in the urban 
city, I’ve always faced pressure, always 
faced scrutiny. So this is another level of it.”

White wants his constituents to view 
his prosecution as an attack on their 
community. But after the White drama 
plays out, D.C. residents will still have a 
government that has failed for decades to 
get a handle on misdeeds and unfulfilled 
promises by contractors who give big con-
tributions to politicians and are then not 
held accountable for their work.

“The city’s programs for the poor are a 
pot of gold because it’s low-risk with high-
payoff,” Silverman said. “There’s a lot of 
money to be made.”

The council is doing good by cleaning 
house. Now it needs to scrub harder.

marC Fisher

To root out 
corruption, 
don’t stop with 
Trayon White

W
hen Harold Daggett, the 
horny-handed son of toil 
who for more than 10 years 
has been president of the 

International Longshoreman’s Associ-
ation, grips with his callused hands the 
steering wheel of his Bentley (the least 
expensive of these British-made beau-
ties costs north of $200,000), he knows 
that the president of the United States 
will be riding shotgun. Donald Trump, 
ever transactional, has rewarded  
 Daggett for the ILA’s neutrality (in 
2020 it endorsed Joe Biden) in the 2024 
presidential campaign.

A brief October strike shut 36 East 
and Gulf coast ports that Daggett’s 
union controls — the first Maine-to-
Texas strike in 47 years. Longshoremen 
won a tentative 61.5 percent pay in-
crease over six years. The Wall Street 
Journal editorial page notes “the  
 astounding fact” that there are only 
about 25,000 port jobs, so about half of 
ILA members do not have to show up 
for work daily. The rest stay home 
collecting payments previously negoti-
ated in contracts protecting “jobs” 
(loosely — very loosely — defined). In 
2010, Daggett said his members should 
make more than $400,000 annually. 
Today, the Journal says, “some now do 
with overtime.”

Daggett, however, threatens another 
strike on Jan. 15 unless any additional 
automation — e.g., automated cranes 
loading and unloading containers — is 
banned. Resistance to automation is 
why no U.S. port ranks among the 
world’s 50 most efficient. The strike 
could “cripple” and “crush” (his prom-
ises) the nation’s economy before 
Trump’s promised tariffs do.

Daggett cheerfully anticipates car 
salesmen and construction workers be-
ing laid off because cars, lumber, steel 
and other materials “ain’t coming in off 
the ships.” And “they won’t be able to 
do anything in this country without my 
f---ing people.” In October, he said: “If 
we have to be out here a month or two 
months, this world will collapse.”

Trump, paladin of reactionary popu-
lism, who considers imports distaste-
ful, is unperturbed. He begins his re-
ward to Daggett with a social media 
toot of his own horn:

“I’ve studied automation, and know 
just about everything there is to know 
about it. The amount of money saved is 
nowhere near the distress, hurt, and 
harm it causes for American Workers, 
in this case, our Longshoremen. For-
eign companies have made a fortune in 
the U.S. by giving them access to our 
markets. … They’ve got record profits, 
and I’d rather these foreign companies 
spend it on the great men and women 
on our docks, than machinery, which is 
expensive, and which will constantly 
have to be replaced.”

Evidently, America will be made 
great again using only machines that 
last forever. Skyrocketing pay, stagnant 
productivity: MAGA.

In the 1950s, the ILA opposed one of 
history’s simplest, yet most conse-
quential, technologies for human bet-
terment: large rectangular steel con-
tainers. They replaced swarms of ste-
vedores stowing and unloading (and 
often pilfering) cargo packed into 
ships’ holds in differently sized wood-
en crates, a process so slow that ships 
often spent more time in port than at 
sea.

Containerization (and bar codes, 
also resisted by the ILA) facilitated the 
globalization of commerce that re-
duced, from about 50 percent in 1975 to 
less than 10 percent today, the portion 
of humanity living in what the World 
Bank calls extreme poverty (on 
$2.15 per day, adjusted for inflation). 
The ILA’s limited acceptance of con-
tainerization was contingent on feath-
erbedding — inefficient make-work. 
Seven decades later, the ILA leader-
ship’s primary concern is still the num-
ber of dues-paying members who en-
able the leadership to live as it has 
become accustomed to living.

Like his soulmate Trump, Daggett is 
a 78-year-old child of Queens. His help-
er with the task of striking the chains 
from workers’ ankles is ILA’s executive 
vice president, his son Dennis, who 
says the ILA “does not support any kind 
of automation.” “Machines don’t pay 
taxes,” says the automation-opposing 
president of the ILA local in Mobile, 
Alabama. But the more productive the 
workforce is, the more taxes it pays.

During the three-day October strike, 
Kamala Harris said, “This strike is 
about fairness.” But Reason’s Eric  
 Boehm noted two discordant X posts 
from a progressive, ILA-supporting 
news outlet. One praised workers for 
blocking “job-killing automation.” The 
other lamented that ILA members’ jobs 
are “backbreaking.”

As Jan. 15 approaches, so perhaps 
does the first crisis, five days later, for 
Daggett’s foremost friend. Daggett’s 
conversations are often laced with col-
orful profanities, and he sometimes 
sports gold chains and a diamond ring. 
Do not, however, begrudge working 
stiffs (Daggett’s 2023 base salary was 
$728,694, plus $173,040 as president 
emeritus of an ILA local) life’s simple 
pleasures: a lager, a Bentley.

george F. Will

Trump’s first 
crisis is on 
the horizon

I
 admit it: I didn’t love “Wicked.” I was 
disappointed by the movie’s sound, 
direction, lighting and length. To make 
a 2-hour-and-40-minute movie out of 

the first act of a 2-hour-and-30-minute 
stage musical is, in “Wicked” speak, “hor-
rendible.” Both leads are brilliant, but  
 Ariana Grande’s Glinda is too lovable to be 
a bully and Cynthia Erivo’s Elphaba is too 
somber to be fun.

Mostly, though, it seemed so recycled. 
The movie is, after all, a screen version of a 
musical adaptation of a novel that reimag-
ines a movie based on L. Frank Baum’s 
children’s book “The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz.” But beyond that, the details feel famil-
iar, too: Shiz University resembles Hog-
warts; Glinda’s posse acts like “Mean 
Girls”; Elphaba’s emotion-fueled powers 
reminded me of Eleven’s in “Stranger 
Things.” Does Fiyero have to look like 
Prince Charming? Doesn’t Jeff Goldblum’s 
Wizard seem a lot like Jeff Goldblum?

Can’t we make anything new anymore?
Then I accidentally started watching 

the videos. All across social media,  
 YouTube to TikTok, fans have been posting 
about their love for “Wicked.”

Usually, my irritation toward a movie I 
don’t like intensifies in proportion to the 
praise it wins, so that by the time Best 
Picture goes to “Oppenheimer,” I’m a  
 10-minute nuclear-test sequence of fury.

But somehow, the more I watched peo-
ple shower love on “Wicked,” the more my 
cold heart melted.

After begrudging “Wicked” 160 minutes 
in the theater, I have happily spent days 
with it on social media. My algorithms are 
now so far out of whack, I’ll never see 
another kitchen hack, unless the cook 
happens to be humming “Popular.”

My feeds are full of before-and-after 
videos displaying tearstained post- 
 “Wicked” faces. Oz explainers, deep dives 
and Easter eggs. BoqFest 2024. Singers, 
dancers and children “Defying Gravity.” A 

striding, twirling, book-slapping profu-
sion of people performing “What Is This 
Feeling?,” from Theodore Roosevelt  
 National Park workers to the casts of 
“Swept Away,” “Hamilton” (London), 
“Hamilton” (Broadway), “Tammy Faye” 
and “Matilda.” Have I missed any? Yes!

It’s not just fan reaction and faithful 
re-creation, though; it’s also creation: Jinkx 
Monsoon’s “Popular” parody; Elphaba and 
Glinda joining the “we listen and we don’t 
judge” TikTok trend; a snarky imagined 
scene between Dorothy and Glinda; and 
the teasing use and reuse of a Grande/Erivo 
interview meme.

Finally I realized: It’s ridiculous to com-
plain about anything Ozian being recycled. 
Recycling has always been part of the fun. 
As soon as Baum published “The Wonder-
ful Wizard of Oz” in 1900, the remakes 
began. The first Broadway version pre-
miered in 1903, 100 years before “Wicked” 
did; in between, a constant stream. On 
screen, at least eight movie versions pre-
ceded the iconic 1939 Judy Garland film.

Picture the field of poppies that fell 
Dorothy on the way to Emerald City — it 
would be easier to count those than all the 
Oz books. Now add children’s theater, pup-
pet shows, radio plays, drag shows, televi-
sion specials, commercials, board games, 
comic books, music videos, collectible fig-
urines in McDonald’s Happy Meals.

Let’s not forget the amateurs: the home-
made Dorothy costumes, the wobbly ren-
ditions of “Over the Rainbow,” every time 
someone quips “I have a feeling we’re not 
in Kansas anymore.”

What makes this story so inviting to 
sequel and prequel, reinterpretation and 
recasting? So beloved of generations of 
fans?

In the introduction to “The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz,” Baum promises “a modern-
ized fairy tale, in which the wonderment 
and joy are retained and the heartaches 
and nightmares are left out.”

I’m not sure what you call being shut out 
of your family’s shelter in a tornado if not 
“nightmare.” See also: attack by flying 
monkeys, enslavement by a witch, and a 
long, exhausting quest to get home to Aunt 
Em.

But facing the heartaches — surviving 
them — is a hero we can all imagine 
ourselves to be. Dorothy is not particularly 
clever or strong; she pleads for help; she 
triumphs over two witches only by acci-
dent. Her powerlessness is familiar to 
anyone who was once a child, and her 
virtues are within our reach: perseverance, 
loyalty and kindness. She trembles as she 
faces the Wizard, but when she declares 
herself “Dorothy, the Small and Meek,” she 
does so with dignity.

As for Elphaba, she’s technically the 
Wicked Witch of the West, but really she is 
Dorothy, too, or rather Dorothy squared. A 
lonely child who is also feared and reject-
ed, mocked by her peers, and betrayed by 
the Wizard — not a mere “humbug” (as in 
“The Wizard of Oz”) but a cruel dictator. In 
place of Dorothy’s indefatigable pluck,  
 Elphaba has the somewhat less relatable 
power to defy gravity.

But in “Wicked” as in “The Wizard of 
Oz,” it’s friendship that tempers the terror 
of being young and alone, friendship that 
confers courage, and friendship that saves 
you when adults let you down. When I 
reread the original book, I was struck by 
how often the friends pause to restuff the 
Scarecrow, dry the Tin Man’s tears so he 
won’t rust and brave danger to save each 
other.

No wonder these stories are beloved of 
queer communities, of musical theater 
kids, of anyone who’s making — always 
and forever — that terrifying, winding 
journey from child to grown-up. No won-
der so many of us are moved to contribute 
our own handkerchief or handful of straw 
to the endeavor.

Together, we make the story fly.

KaTe Cohen

The greatest magic of ‘Wicked’? 
Inspiring a nation of creators.

universAl Pictures/AP

Actors Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande in a scene from the film “Wicked.”

your best generals.”
Being an effective messenger is only 

the beginning of the multifaceted job of 
the ranking member. It also requires 
carefully picking your fights, coordinat-
ing the most effective lines of assault, 
maintaining discipline and building co-
hesion within the Democratic ranks.

“The role of ranking member is very 
critical because that’s a pivot point [from 
which] the entire Democratic strategy 
flows,” Connolly told me shortly after his 
victory. Connolly, who is finishing his 
eighth term, added that in the next two 
years, his goal is to assure that “every-
thing we do is coordinated to winning 
back the majority in the midterms.”

Ocasio-Cortez, a former bartender who 
got elected to Congress in 2018 by knock-
ing off a 10-term member of the House 
leadership in the Democratic primary, 
has been evolving from an insurgent into 
a team player.

This year, for the first time, she contrib-
uted to the House Democrats’ campaign 
arm, the Democratic Congressional Cam-
paign Committee. She became an energetic 
surrogate for Vice President Kamala Harris 
during the presidential race, which dis-
mayed some of her progressive colleagues 
who wanted her to press the Democratic 
nominee harder from the left. And in her 
bid to become the ranking Democrat on 
Oversight, she promised she would discon-
tinue her practice of backing primary 
challengers to her incumbent colleagues.

But her positions and comments still 
take her outside the comfort zone of 
many Democrats, especially those repre-
senting moderate districts, who will be at 
the front line of the fight to take back the 
majority. Speaking about the killing of 
UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, 
for example, Ocasio-Cortez stipulated 
that violence is never justified, but added: 
“I think for anyone who is confused or 
shocked or appalled, they need to under-
stand that people interpret and feel and 

F
ollowing Joe Biden’s disastrous — 
and eventually abandoned — cam-
paign to seek a second term as 
president, questions of age and 

fitness have become sore spots among 
Democrats.

So, it was not surprising that the drama 
accompanying the House Democrats’ 
process this week of selecting their rank-
ing committee members for the next 
Congress — which usually causes little 
stir outside the privacy of a Democratic 
caucus meeting — got a lot of attention.

In particular, the choice of who would 
be the top Democrat on the all-important 
House Oversight Committee was por-
trayed as a referendum on generational 
change. Veteran Gerry Connolly 
 (Virginia), 74 years old and next in line for 
the job, faced a challenge from Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez (New York), a third-
term congresswoman who is less than 
half his age and widely considered the 
most dazzling young talent on the left.

She reportedly had the support of more 
than half the Democrats on the commit-
tee, which is packed with younger pro-
gressives (and on the Republican side, the 
panel includes such bomb-throwers as 
Georgia’s Marjorie Taylor Greene and 
Colorado’s Lauren Boebert).

That Connolly easily defeated Ocasio-
Cortez — the vote being 131-84 — should 
not be misread as a victory for the 
mossbacks and old fogies. Rather, it was a 
pragmatic decision by House Democrats 
about the skills and judgment that will be 
most needed over the next two years, as 
the minority prepares to do battle with 
the incoming Trump administration and 
seeks to put itself on the strongest footing 
possible for the 2026 midterm elections.

As John A. Lawrence, a Capitol Hill 
veteran who was chief of staff to former 
speaker Nancy Pelosi (California), told 
me, the Democrats made some sound 
choices, and “a strategic determination 
by the caucus that you go into battle with 

experience denied claims as an act of 
violence against them.”

Pelosi, now sidelined after a fall in 
Europe, was among those campaigning 
behind the scenes for Connolly. Plus, the 
former speaker’s personal enmity for 
Ocasio-Cortez is hardly a secret.

After losing the vote Tuesday, Ocasio-
Cortez wrote on social media: “Tried my 
best. Sorry I couldn’t pull it through 
everyone — we live to fight another day.” 
Indeed, despite that setback, generation-
al change is happening among House 
Democrats, whose leadership not so long 
ago was held by a gerontocracy.

The shift began to take shape in 2018, 
when Hakeem Jeffries (New York) defeat-
ed Barbara Lee (California), a fellow 
Congressional Black Caucus member 
more than 20 years older than he was, for 
caucus chair. That set in motion Jeffries’s 
rise to his current position as the party’s 
leader in the House and potentially the 
first African American speaker.

And Tuesday’s caucus vote did see 
several younger Democrats elbowing 
aside senior members, some in advanced 
stages of illness or infirmity, to win the 
ranking spots on committees.  Angie Craig 
(Minnesota) — who is 52 and, like Ocasio-
Cortez, is only in her third term — was 
elected top Democrat on Agriculture. Jar-
ed Huffman (California), 60, will become 
ranking Democrat on Natural Resources.

On Oversight, Connolly — who says he 
is fit to serve while being treated for 
esophageal cancer — will replace Jamie 
Raskin (Maryland), 62, who will become 
ranking Democrat on Judiciary, after the 
current one, Jerry Nadler (New York), 
77, decided to bow out rather than face a 
challenge by Raskin.

All of that might not sound like a youth 
movement, but, given its options, the 
minority party in the House chose leaders 
who are closer to the ground — and who 
can best prepare its members for what 
lies ahead.

Karen TumulTy

Why House Dems rejected AOC’s power play

opinion
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BY ANTHONY J. RIVERA

8:16 p.m. Fourteen minutes to 
showtime.

Jimmy Maher was fidgeting. He’d 
done lots of comedy open mics — in 
cities like new York, Columbus and 
orlando — but that felt like eons ago.

He moved from the far corner of 
the bar to the back stairwell clutching 
his eight-year-old composition book 
of jokes. This night at the Crystal City 
sports Pub in Arlington was the first 

in nearly five years that he was going 
back onstage.

He stepped away from the noisy 
room filled with Christmas lights to 
clear his head.

“I’m on pins and needles right now 
because I want to be funny,” he’d said 
moments earlier, his hands shaking. 
But once he gets his hands on a 
microphone, “I am just in comedy 
mode.”

8:22 p.m. Eight minutes to show-
time.

These are boom years for comedy, 
thanks to TikTok and podcasts, which 
provide paths to success that comics 
like Jerry seinfeld, Jim Gaffigan and 
Jo Koy didn’t have.

Maher was never the class clown in 
high school. But he remembers peo-
ple telling him as he got older that he 
was funny. He flopped at his first open 
mic in new York back in 2015, so he 
signed up for D.C. Improv’s comedy 
workshop the following year. Then he 

sEE COMIC on B2

cApITAL LETTERS

A mic check — and a gut check
In his first stand-up set since the pandemic, could a comic still make people laugh?

PHoTos By roBB Hill For THe WAsHinGTon PosT

BY MEAGAN FLYNN, 

ERIN COX 

AND SAM FORTIER

Legislation allowing D.C. to 
redevelop RFK stadium and po-
tentially bring the Washington 
Commanders to their old home is 
now in jeopardy less than 24 
hours after appearing likely to 
move forward in Congress.

Likewise, full funding for a 
new Francis scott Key Bridge in 
Maryland — along with a provi-
sion giving D.C.’s national Guard 
fighter jets to that state — was 
thrown into uncertainty after 
House Republicans scrapped a 
federal spending bill Wednesday 
evening that had been released 
just a day before and included 
those regional priorities.

The swift rejection of the 
spending bill — after President-
elect Donald Trump and billion-
aire Elon Musk escalated Repub-
lican opposition — threatens to 
unravel weeks of negotiations 
that led to the inclusion of all 
three provisions in the spending 
bill, which is intended to avert a 
government shutdown.

The RFK legislation would 
transfer control of the federal 
property surrounding the sta-
dium to D.C., allowing Mayor 
Muriel E. Bowser (D) to negotiate 
with the Commanders to possibly 
lure them from their home in 
Prince George’s County back to 
the site near the Anacostia River 
where they won three super Bowl 
championships.

It’s now unclear whether those 
sEE STADIUM on B3

Region’s 
aims get 
stuck on 
the Hill

RfK, KeY BRIdGe 
deaLS affected

Movement stalled 
amid federal infighting

Jimmy Maher, who is in law school at Catholic University, performs his stand-up comedy set at the Crystal City 
Sports Pub in Arlington on Dec. 4. It was the first time that Maher had been onstage since the pandemic. 

TODAY’S wEAThER

8 a.m. Noon 4 p.m. 8 p.m.

40° 46° 46° 41°

High today at approx. 2 p.m.: 49°

Precip: 0% Wind: NNw 10-20 mph

For weather news, go to B6

VIRGINIA

The governor proposes 
$50 million in vouchers 
for private schools. B3

OBITUARIES

Donald Bitzer, a pioneer 
of cyberspace and plasma 
screens, was 90. B4

BY EMILY HEIL

For years, the owners of Café 8, 
a Mediterranean restaurant and 
hookah bar in Washington’s Cap-
itol Hill neighborhood, have 
wondered how they could keep 
their patrons’ noise down around 
their establishment, which backs 
up to a residential neighborhood.

“They park on the front, they 
blast music, they party in their 
cars and all those things,” says 
Elif sam, who manages the res-
taurant for her family. Finally, 
last month, they decided to take a 
step to attract an older clientele, 
rather than the younger, rowdier 
crowds. so they adopted a policy 
banning patrons under 30 after 
8:30 p.m.

“Due to recent unforeseen in-
cidents we have updated our 
entrance policy to ensure a safe 
and enjoyable environment for 
all our patrons,” a nov. 27 Insta-

gram post read. “… This decision 
has been made to prioritize the 
comfort and well-being of our 
guests, and we appreciate your 
understanding and cooperation.”

sam said the move was partly 
prompted by crime in the area. 
Her father was beaten up by 
teenagers while walking from the 
restaurant to a nearby Dunkin’ 
several months ago, she said, and 
last month, a group of young men 
with guns tried to enter the 
restaurant, although security 
was able to close the doors to 
keep them out.

A more mature crowd, she’s 
hoping, will attract less tumult. 
“It’s easier to communicate with 
them. They understand, and they 
are not looking to have trouble,” 
she said. “They’re not looking to 
fight, you know?”

still, while the family intro-
duced the policy to help keep the 

sEE BAN on B2

At Café 8, under-30 ban stirs up legal questions

AusTin GrAFF

Café 8, a Mediterranean restaurant and hookah bar in D.C.’s 
Capitol Hill neighborhood, is banning patrons under 30 after 
8:30 p.m. “to ensure a safe and enjoyable environment,” it said.

MARYLAND

Barrage of gunfire hits 
nine people in a minivan, 
killing one in Towson. B2

BY GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER 

AND LAURA VOZZELLA

RICHMOND — Gov. Glenn Young-
kin (R) delivered an upbeat budg-
et message on Wednesday to the 
Democratic-controlled General 
Assembly, saying soaring revenue 
surpluses would fund proposed 
changes to spending and tax pol-
icy and keep the state’s economy 
going strong.

Despite uncertainty about the 
potential impact of President-
elect Donald Trump’s plan for 
tariffs and cuts to the federal 
workforce, Youngkin was em-
phatic: Virginia is “winning.”

He suggested modifying the 
two-year state spending plan ad-
opted by the legislature earlier 
this year to create tax cuts target-
ed at both working Virginians 
and corporations, along with 
spending increases in areas such 
as education, health care and 
economic development.

“It is such a joy to stand here 
today with shared credit for all of 
us to say simply, my friends, 
Virginia is roaring,” Youngkin 
said in an annual presentation to 
a joint gathering of the General 
Assembly’s money committees. 
He added, “Virginia is growing, 
Virginia is leading and Virginia is 
winning.”

While he emphasized the need 
for bipartisanship, Youngkin’s 
proposals — and language — 

sEE BUDGET on B3

Youngkin 
proclaims 
Virginia is 
‘winning’ 

Governor echoes Trump, 
preaches bipartisanship 

in budget proposal
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hit the open mic circuit, doing 
two to three shows a week.

other comics gave him tips. 
His act improved.

Then, in the first year of the 
pandemic, thousands of bars and 
restaurants across the country 
closed temporarily or permanent-
ly — and with them, many open 
mics.

restlessness led maher to leave 
a corporate job at KPmG in 2023. 
Two weeks later, he started law 
school at Catholic University to 
become a trial attorney, which 
would allow him to perform in a 
different kind of setting.

In August, he saw comedian 
ron funches in fort Lauderdale, 
florida, and could no longer deny 
the urge to return to stand-up. 
That’s how maher, 44, found him-
self at the second-floor bar at 
Crystal City Sports Pub getting 
ready to tell jokes.

He gave his empty beer glass to 
a bartender wearing a Dead 
Horse Comedy shirt, straightened 
his leather jacket and headed 
toward the stage. The smell of 
cigarettes hung in the air.

8:31 p.m. Showtime.
“This  is my favorite time of 

year; I always buy clothes that are 
a couple of sizes too big so when I 
get home it looks like I’ve lost a 
bunch of weight,” maher said. “It’s 
terrific.”

The bit didn’t land as he’d 
expected. He looked at his list of 
jokes and moved on.

“I’m having a difficult time 
with my girlfriend. She thinks 
that I’m cheating on her,” he said. 
“So, she wants me to share loca-
tion on my phone. Now, I leave my 
phone at home when I go out and 

COMIC from B1

After comic 
took a seat, 
he stands 
up again

cheat. And it’s like going off the 
grid for a couple of hours.

“No alerts. It’s like therapy.”
A few people chuckled.
He launched into an extended 

riff on Cologuard, the mail-in 
colonoscopy service. It drew cack-
les of recognition, the biggest 
response of his five-minute act.

Soon, it was time for the closer:
“I was talking with my girl-

friend, and she wants to move in 

together. So, she says well, hey, 
like, look, we’re going to do this 
together. And I said okay, well, 
what do you want in the house? 
And she says, well, I want granite 
countertops, stainless steel appli-
ances, and I want a yard in the 
back where the dogs can run. 
What do you want?

“And I said, ‘carpet.’”
A polite laugh, then maher 

announced he was out of time. 

Some cheers and whistles fol-
lowed him off the stage.

His heart rate was up and he 
was a tad shaky, but he was riding 
high. Being center stage and mak-
ing people laugh a little not only 
made maher feel good — he felt 
like his genuine self.

maher returned to the bar, 
wiped the sweat off his brow and 
ordered a second beer. “Good set,” 
someone said.

many of his jokes were new and 
needed polishing, maher ac-
knowledged, but he was encour-
aged by the audience response.

His mind soon drifted to the 
next day’s obligations, like his law 
school exam. He stuck around for 
40 minutes, grabbed his composi-
tion book and headed to his home 
to Gaithersburg.

He had an early morning com-
ing up.

robb hill for the Washington Post

Jimmy Maher waits in the 

back stairwell at Crystal 

City Sports Pub on Dec. 4, 

minutes before he 

performed his first 

comedy set in four years.

According to Kline, the lawyer, 
there are a few ways Café 8’s age 
limit could be challenged. Some-
one could lodge a complaint with 
the office of Human rights, or 
they could file a discrimination 
lawsuit. They also could chal-
lenge the restaurant’s business 
license with the city.

He says that some restaurant 
clients of his have discussed 
adopting similar age restrictions, 
which he doesn’t think are a good 
idea. “We’ve certainly looked at 
the issue, and it causes concern,” 
he said. “one issue when you’re 
operating any business is to try to 
stay on the safe side and not put 
yourself out there where you are 
going to unnecessarily expose 
yourself to liability.”

women, 35 for men — which it 
said helped cultivate the “grown 
and sexy” vibe the owners were 
aiming for. There, such a restric-
tion is legal, because there is no 
local ordinance that applies.

Whatever its legal status, Café 
8’s policy seems to have drawn 
some support from its clientele. 
“Thank god!” one person replied 
to the restaurant’s Instagram 
post. “A grown up spot! I love it!” 
wrote another. one seemed to 
express frustration: “Nooooooo,” 
she wrote. “I GoT WAIT TILL 
2026 to come back.”

Sam said that her customers 
have generally been pleased with 
the policy and that even the 
younger patrons say they under-
stand the need for it.

interfere,’” she says. “‘We can’t 
really say anything about it, un-
less if it’s a public place — yes, it 
can be discrimination — or if it 
belongs to the government.’”

D.C. police spokesman Tom 
Lynch said he didn’t know what 
conversations Sam had with offi-
cers but said there was “no record 
of an official recommendation” to 
the restaurant about the policy.

Sam did clarify that the rule is 
more of a “preference” and that 
some people under 30 — such as 
those dining with older friends or 
relatives — would be welcome.

other restaurants around the 
country have adopted similar 
policies. A St. Louis-area Caribbe-
an restaurant this year made 
news for its age limits — 30 for 

While the law “generally prohib-
its businesses that serve the pub-
lic from refusing to provide 
goods and services based on a 
person’s age,” the statement read, 
“there is an exception if the age 
restriction is necessary for the 
business to operate effectively.”

Sam said she had gotten assur-
ances from the D.C. police and 
the local Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission, a body that weighs 
in on parochial concerns such as 
liquor license applications and 
proposed zoning changes, that 
the restaurant was in the clear. 
“When I had a conversation with 
the ANC members and the police 
department, they said, ‘It’s your 
establishment, you can make 
your own rules. So we can’t really 

the Veritas Law firm, who fre-
quently works on cases involving 
D.C. restaurants. He noted that 
the D.C. law includes a clause 
granting exceptions for “business 
necessity,” such as allowing es-
tablishments to ban patrons un-
der 21 to prevent underage drink-
ing. But he questioned whether 
Café 8’s new rule would meet that 
standard. “I think making the 
case that there’s a business neces-
sity for keeping [out people over 
21] would be troublesome,” he 
said.

A spokesman for the D.C. of-
fice of Human rights emailed 
The Washington Post a statement 
saying that it responds to com-
plaints but does not “interpret 
the law for individual cases.” 

peace, it might run afoul of D.C. 
law.

Under federal law, age is not a 
protected class in service settings 
the way it is when it comes to 
employment. And laws that do 
apply to public accommodations, 
such as eateries, ban discrimina-
tion when it comes to race, reli-
gion, national origin or disability 
status — but not age.

In D.C., though, the Human 
rights Act expands the kinds of 
traits that businesses can’t dis-
criminate against, including age 
over 18, personal appearance and 
political affiliation.

“It’s pretty straightforward,” 
said Andrew Kline, principal of 
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Tired of rowdiness, Café 8 restricts evening entry to an older clientele 

BY DAN MORSE

Authorities in Baltimore 
County investigating a barrage of 
gunfire into a moving vehicle 
that left one person dead and 
nine others injured were examin-
ing possible connections to a 
homicide 10 days ago in the same 
area, the county’s police chief 
said Wednesday.

“There appears to be at least 

some rival individuals in this 
case,” Chief robert mcCullough 
said. “We’re working to try to 
determine exactly what’s going 
on here.”

The gunfire erupted about 
7:10 p.m. Tuesday in Towson, 
about seven miles north of down-
town Baltimore. Authorities said 
the shots appeared to have start-
ed along White oak Avenue as 
the incident approached Loch 

raven Boulevard.
It was not clear if there was 

any gunfire coming from the 
victims’ vehicle, a Dodge mini-
van. It then crashed onto its side 
and into a building and caught 
fire, authorities said.

Arriving officers and medics 
found nine gunshot victims — 
ages 14 to 27 — who had been in 
the van, according to mc-
Cullough. one of them, whom he 

identified as 26 year-old Charles 
Graham Jr. of Baltimore City, 
died at the scene. The eight other 
gunshot victims, along with an-
other injured person who hadn’t 
been shot, were taken to hospi-
tals.

Earlier that afternoon, less 
then two miles away, a funeral 
had been held for Andrew Bless-
ing, 19, who had been fatally shot 
in the same area on Dec. 9, 

according to an obituary listing 
and Baltimore County police.

mcCullough said at least some 
of the victims inside the minivan 
knew the earlier victim.

“They all know each other, and 
somehow they may have known 
the individual, Blessing, and his 
family,” he said.

“The Andrew Blessing homi-
cide occurred not far from yes-
terday’s shooting,” mcCullough 

noted, adding the investigation 
is wide ranging. “We do not 
believe this was a random act of 
violence.”

The chief called the type of 
shooting that erupted relatively 
uncommon for the area.

“Incidents of violence will not 
be tolerated or normalized in 
Baltimore County,” he said.

“These acts are shocking and 
completely out of character for 
what happens and how we ex-
pect our communities to be safe,” 
added Baltimore County Execu-
tive John olszewski Jr.

MARYLAND

1 killed, 9 injured after minivan struck  by gunshots in Towson
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Enter for the chance to win a pair of tickets to Sammy Rae & The Friends 
on December 31 at The Anthem

sammy rae & the friends aren’t just a band — they’re a family of dreamers and artists united by an all-for-one and one-for-all spirit 

that fuels their electrifying live shows. these performances, bursting with palpable chemistry and dazzling virtuosity, create a 

powerful connection between the musicians and their passionate audience. fronted by singer/songwriter sammy rae, the group 

blends classic rock, folk, funk, soul and jazz into a sound that has drawn thousands of new fans in recent years. 

See details at washingtonpost.com/entertainment/events/lists/388
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mended a year ago. The General 
Assembly convenes Jan. 8 for a 
46-day session and will consider 
Youngkin’s amendments along 
with those submitted by lawmak-
ers.

After Youngkin addressed the 
money committees, finance Sec-
retary Stephen E. Cummings pre-
sented the budget plan to them in 
more detail. Some Democrats 
raised concerns with him.

Dels. Candi mundon King (D-
Prince William) and C.E. “Cliff” 
Hayes Jr. (D-Chesapeake) ques-
tioned whether some of Trump’s 
policies could threaten the state’s 
economy, undermining the rosy 
revenue projections factored into 
Youngkin’s budget. mundon King 
noted Trump’s vow to slash the 
federal bureaucracy that is a ma-
jor employer in Northern Vir-
ginia. Hayes brought up threat-
ened tariffs, which he said could 
especially hurt ports in his 
Hampton roads district.

Cummings acknowledged that 
Trump has promised some “very 
aggressive actions” toward the 
federal workforce. But he said 
Virginia is well-prepared to ab-
sorb federal job cuts given the 
state’s 2.9 percent unemployment 
rate. He also said that Trump 
imposed “massive tariffs” against 
China in his first term with mini-
mal impact to Virginia’s econo-
my.

Del. mark D. Sickles (D-fair-
fax) asked whether Youngkin’s 
plan proposes putting any 
“guardrails” on the fast-growing 
military tuition program, such as 
limiting it to Virginia residents or 
undergraduate students. When 
Sickles asked if it would still be 
available to “a graduate student 
from Kansas,” he got a yes.

In an interview with The Post 
later Wednesday, Surovell said 
the legislature should “absolute-
ly” consider tightening eligibility 
requirements to ensure the pro-
gram’s long-term viability.

House minority Leader Todd 
Gilbert (r-Shenandoah) praised 
Youngkin’s plan in a written 
statement as a “common sense, 
families-first approach to Vir-
ginia’s future.”

“our Commonwealth has more 
than enough room in the budget 
to lower taxes, and to provide 
even more tax relief for our hard-
working families, while continu-
ing to invest in our schools and 
other critical priorities,” he said. 
“I’m hopeful our colleagues 
across the aisle will agree.”

and universities but no new oper-
ating funding, while also seeking 
to impose a 2.5 percent cap on 
tuition increases. “It’s time for 
our colleges to cut the adminis-
trative bloat, find savings and get 
a handle on cost escalations with-
out asking taxpayers for more 
money,” he said.
l Allocating $50 million for a 

school voucher program for up to 
10,000 lower-income K-12 stu-
dents, who would receive $5,000 
grants to cover private-school tu-
ition, uniforms, books and trans-
portation. Youngkin said the 
money to pay for what he calls the 
Virginia opportunity Scholar-
ship Program would not come 
from existing public school fund-
ing.

Virginia operates on biennial 
budgets, with the governor pro-
posing a new spending plan every 
other year and submitting tweaks 
in the off-years. Youngkin’s pro-
posals Wednesday would be mod-
ifications to the budget he recom-

ket-based” taxation, Youngkin 
said, is in line with all but 12 other 
states and would be a net “wash” 
in state revenue — some compa-
nies would pay more taxes, some 
less. He said it would avoid the 
problem of companies being 
taxed twice if they have income in 
other states as well as in Virginia.
l Adding $120 million to the 

current two-year budget to fully 
fund the Virginia military Survi-
vors and Dependents Education 
Program, which provides tuition 
assistance for the families of vet-
erans killed or 90 percent dis-
abled as a result of military serv-
ice. The program has grown far 
beyond its original scope to in-
clude out-of-state and graduate 
students. Youngkin and lawmak-
ers attempted to cut it earlier this 
year, but changed tack after an 
enormous outpouring from mili-
tary families — a key Virginia 
constituency.
l Providing $500 million in 

capital funds for state colleges 

year or less could get up to $300. 
While unpopular, the car tax has 
proved hard to eliminate in rich-
mond because localities depend 
on its revenue. The legislature 
already provides some $950 mil-
lion per year to offset the tax for 
residents. Youngkin said his plan 
would cover three years of further 
relief, and then build the reduc-
tion into the budget permanently.
l making permanent recent in-

creases to the standard deduction 
on personal income tax, which 
the General Assembly raised this 
year to $8,500 for individuals and 
$17,000 for couples filing jointly. 
Those levels are set to expire on 
Jan. 1, 2026, which would boost 
state coffers by $557 million that 
first year and $1.2 billion the next, 
Youngkin said.
l Eliminating the tax on tips at 

a cost of $70 million per year.
l Changing the way service-

sector companies are taxed so 
that they pay only on business 
conducted in Virginia. This “mar-

from House Appropriations 
Chairman Luke Torian (D-Prince 
William), who told reporters af-
terward that he was pleased 
about the state surplus but de-
clined to weigh in on any of 
Youngkin’s specific proposals.

“We will visit with our staff and 
go over the governor’s presenta-
tion and we’ll see what is applica-
ble, what we can do, what we 
can’t do,” he said.

Senate finance and Appropri-
ations Chairwoman L. Louise Lu-
cas (D-Portsmouth), one of 
Youngkin’s most reliable critics, 
dashed out to a speaking engage-
ment without addressing report-
ers.

Youngkin’s proposals include:
l Setting aside $1.1 billion to 

pay for a credit to offset the state’s 
car tax for lower-income resi-
dents. An individual taxpayer 
making $50,000 a year or less 
could get up to $150 credit 
toward the car tax, and joint 
taxpayers making $100,000 a 

seemed to nod to his recent close 
alliance with Trump, who has 
famously characterized his own 
achievements as “winning.” 
Youngkin used some form of the 
word at least 11 times in his 
half-hour speech.

He also touted a proposal to 
withhold funding from law en-
forcement agencies that refuse to 
cooperate with federal immigra-
tion authorities, in line with 
Trump’s crusade against undocu-
mented immigrants, and a plan 
to eliminate the tax on tips 
earned by service workers — a 
Trump idea. In brief remarks to 
reporters after his speech, Young-
kin brushed off any notion that 
Trump’s proposed tariffs and his 
vows to move up to 100,000 
federal job out of the Washington 
region could harm Virginia’s 
economy.

“So are you concerned about 
the future economy?” Youngkin 
shot back when a reporter raised 
the subject, adding that Virginia 
has grown its economy over the 
past three years despite “infla-
tionary headwinds” and “restric-
tive regulations” coming from the 
Biden administration.

“I am so looking forward to 
having a period of tailwinds that 
will come out of Washington … I 
believe that President Trump is 
going to use tariffs to make sure 
that America gets good deals,” the 
governor said.

Youngkin said Trump’s policies 
will lead to “another level of 
growth” in Virginia. Already, the 
governor’s analysts estimate that 
state revenue through the coming 
fiscal year will increase some $4.7 
billion above forecasts, providing 
the means for Youngkin to fund 
his list of budget proposals for the 
General Assembly to consider in 
the legislative session that begins 
next month.

Senate majority Leader Scott 
A. Surovell (D-fairfax) panned 
Youngkin’s budget plan, particu-
larly a provision calling for school 
vouchers, which the Democrat 
called unconstitutional.

“Sounds like a cornucopia of 
unconstitutional, poorly 
thought-out, budget-busting con-
cepts spawned from a republican 
presidential primary test tube,” 
Surovell said in an text message 
to The Washington Post, refer-
encing Youngkin’s 2028 White 
House ambitions.

A more muted response came 
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Youngkin pitches tax cuts, spending increases in budget
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Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) denied any notion that President-elect Donald Trump’s proposed tariffs would harm Virginia’s economy.

BY KARINA ELWOOD

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
(r) on Wednesday proposed 
spending $50 million to start a 
scholarship program that would 
give lower-income families mon-
ey to pay for private K-12 school-
ing.

Called “opportunity scholar-
ships,” the program would allo-
cate $5,000 scholarships to 
10,000 students across the com-
monwealth to pay for private 
school tuition, fees, uniforms and 
supplies.

The proposed program — 
which Youngkin announced as 
part of his broader budget pro-
posal — would be limited to fami-
lies making less than twice the 
federal income limit to qualify for 
free school meals, or up to about 
$81,120 for a family of four.

Similar programs, commonly 
referred to as vouchers, that use 
government money to cover fami-
lies’ education costs outside pub-

lic schools have exploded around 
the country in recent years. Bil-
lions of dollars have been driven 
into private religious schools, ac-
cording to an examination by The 
Washington Post.

Youngkin said the funding for 
the proposed Virginia program 
would come from revenue 
growth, not existing education 
funding.

“I want to empower low-in-
come parents with more opportu-
nities for their children,” Young-
kin said in a speech proposing the 
budget. “It would provide that in 
Virginia we can support opportu-
nity in education and continue to 
support our public schools.”

Youngkin, who campaigned 
heavily on education issues, has 
rolled out other initiatives aimed 
at the state’s public schools. 
When he first took office, Young-
kin made sweeping moves to ban 
mask mandates in schools and 
“inherently divisive” topics from 
classrooms. more recently, the 

Virginia Board of Education — 
made up almost entirely of 
Youngkin appointees — launched 
a new accountability system to 
overhaul how the state will meas-
ure school performance.

Virginia currently offers a 65 
percent tax credit to individuals 
and businesses who donate to 
private-school scholarship foun-
dations. That is the only school-
choice program in the state, ac-
cording to EdChoice, a voucher 
advocacy group.

A Youngkin spokesperson said 
the program the governor out-
lined Wednesday would be mod-
eled similarly to the programs in 
D.C. and maryland that offer a 
limited number of scholarships to 
families who meet income re-
quirements. According to Ed-
Choice, more than 2,900 students 
in maryland and 1,700 students in 
D.C. received vouchers through 
the programs in the 2022-2023 
school year.

Previous efforts to pass laws 

establishing a voucher program 
in Virginia have failed in the 
General Assembly, and Young-
kin’s proposal is likely to face a 
similar challenge in the Demo-
cratic-controlled legislature in 
the session that starts in January.

Sen. Ghazala f. Hashmi (D-
Chesterfield), chair of the Senate 
Education and Health Commit-
tee, said she was disappointed to 
see the program in the governor’s 
proposal and plans to be “work-
ing hard” in the session to make 
sure it does not go through.

“He has touted himself as an 
education governor, and, repeat-
edly, he has tried to destroy public 
education in Virginia,” Hashmi 
said. “This is not a good plan for 
public education at a time when 
our students deserve the best 
from each of us.”

She noted that private schools 
are not mandated to accommo-
date all students, such as those 
with disabilities, in the same way 
that public schools are, and she 

said she worries about resources 
being driven away from public 
schools.

Genevieve Siegel-Hawley, a 
professor in the education school 
at Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity who specializes in school 
segregation and vouchers, said in 
an interview that $5,000 scholar-
ships are unlikely to cover the full 
cost for many private schools in 
Virginia, which could continue to 
keep low-income students from 
accessing the more elite private 
schools.

“[The program] weaponizes 
the discontent with regular pub-
lic schools and offers solution 
that would further drain needed 
resources from a system that is 
chronically underfunded, partic-
ularly for our most disadvan-
taged students,” Siegel-Hawley 
said.

Youngkin’s proposal garnered 
some attention from national ad-
vocacy groups.

“We commend the governor 

and legislative leaders for this 
proposal and look forward to 
working with them to empower 
every kid across the Common-
wealth to find the educational 
experience best suited to their 
needs,” marcus D. San marino, 
vice president of government af-
fairs for Yes. Every Kid, said in a 
statement.

Youngkin’s budget proposal 
also includes other measures 
aimed at education. He urged 
lawmakers to spend about $50 
million for public schools identi-
fied as having the highest needs 
under the state’s new school rat-
ing system, along with an addi-
tional $66 million to create a new 
state standardized test.

The governor also proposed an 
additional $110.7 million to sup-
port English-language learners 
and $25 million to expand lab 
schools that would partner his-
torically Black colleges and uni-
versities in Virginia with K-12 
schools.

VIRGINIA

Governor proposes $50M for private-school vouchers 

expense within 90 days of playing 
in a new home and plan a redevel-
opment project there “with pro-
jected economic impact at least 
equivalent” to the stadium it left 
behind.

The team has said it wants to 
be in a new home by 2030, and 
the process of building an NfL 
stadium typically takes several 
years. If the rfK legislation fails 
this Congress, the Commanders 
must decide whether to strike a 
deal with maryland — the only 
jurisdiction with a solidified site 
and apparatus to offer public 
funding — or to spend more time 
and money trying to make D.C. — 
or Virginia — a realistic option.

If the rfK bill is not passed 
this Congress, D.C. and the Com-
manders would have to contend 
with a republican Congress and 
mercurial president in the White 
House, whose DoGE commission 
members have already shown a 
prickliness toward the bill.

A Commanders spokesperson 
declined to comment Wednesday.

it wound its way through Con-
gress this year. rep. James Comer 
(r-Kentucky), the chairman of 
the House oversight Committee, 
introduced the bill, rallied GoP 
support for it and pushed for its 
inclusion in the spending bill. 
Bowser has spent years as mayor 
— nearly a decade — pursuing the 
rfK site, coming closer than ever 
in this Congress after finding 
strategic allies such as Comer. She 
did not immediately comment on 
the development Wednesday 
night.

But while those weeks of nego-
tiations over the rfK site were 
thrown into certainty, one key 
deal was untouched by Congress: 
the separate memorandum of un-
derstanding inked between the 
Commanders and maryland lead-
ers about what happens at the 
Northwest Stadium site in 
Landover should the team decide 
to leave it behind.

In the nonbinding deal, the 
team agreed to deconstruct 
Northwest Stadium at its sole 

was involved in the effort.
President Joe Biden, too, had 

promised during a news confer-
ence hours after the collapse that 
the federal government would 
foot the entire bill for a new 
bridge, now estimated to cost as 
much as $1.9 billion. federal law 
already would pay for 90 percent 
of the expense, but without the 
balance paid by federal cash, 
maryland has cut roughly 
$170 million from its own trans-
portation projects to finance 
building the new bridge.

on Wednesday, a spokesman 
for moore declined to comment 
on the uncertainty now sur-
rounding the bridge funding.

The rejection of the plan put 
forward by Johnson was some-
what of a reversal for some GoP 
members of Congress who had 
either supported the bridge fund-
ing or the idea of giving D.C. 
control of the rfK Stadium site 
for 99 years.

The rfK legislation garnered 
significant bipartisan support as 

deal in D.C. could include local, 
not federal, funding — though it 
would still require the approval 
of a divided D.C. Council.

Trump has called for the House 
to pass a more streamlined bill 
“WITHoUT DEmoCrAT GIVE-
AWAYS” — imperiling provisions 
such as those that maryland 
Democrats negotiated into the 
bill: full bridge funding and get-
ting D.C.’s fleet of f-16 fighter jets, 
as maryland is set to lose its own 
separate air division.

Should the Baltimore bridge 
funding end up on the cutting 
room floor, it would be a tremen-
dous financial and political loss 
for maryland leaders, who have 
been lobbying Congress since the 
bridge was still in the water after 
its march collapse to come up 
with cash for the full cost to 
replace it. Gov. Wes moore (D) 
hosted congressional leaders at 
the disaster site and spent hours 
on Capitol Hill advocating for the 
bridge funding, and the state’s 
entire congressional delegation 

Nawfal, a conservative social me-
dia influencer, who said the 
spending bill contained “$3-BIL-
LIoN for … A NEW NfL STA-
DIUm IN DC.”

But the rfK legislation does 
not include any federal funding 
for a stadium. In fact, it prohibits 
it. The provision only transfers 
control of the land to D.C. and 
allows the city to redevelop it for a 
host of purposes, including a 
sports stadium. Nawfal later edit-
ed the post to remove the $3 bil-
lion figure, after it had gone viral.

Later, Trump’s newly created 
DoGE commission — headed by 
musk and former GoP presiden-
tial candidate Vivek ramaswamy 
— also targeted the rfK legisla-
tion, misleadingly posting on X 
that the spending bill included “A 
new football stadium in D.C.” The 
legislation does not give the city a 
new football stadium.

The Commanders, who play in 
Landover, are searching for a new 
stadium home. Should rfK legis-
lation ultimately pass, a potential 

provisions will be part of a rene-
gotiated, pared-down spending 
bill. House Speaker mike Johnson 
(r-Louisiana) has not detailed his 
plans for a new version. To avoid a 
government shutdown, Congress 
must pass a short-term spending 
bill before Saturday morning.

opposition to the spending 
bill, which was intended to keep 
the government funded through 
mid-march, mounted all day 
Wednesday — including from 
Trump and musk, who will head a 
newly created “Department of 
Government Efficiency” (DoGE). 
The CEo posted more than 60 
times about the continuing reso-
lution to 200 million followers on 
his social media site, X, including 
bashing the rfK Stadium provi-
sion and spreading misinforma-
tion about it.

“This should not be funded by 
your tax dollars!” musk tweeted, 
reposting an incorrect post about 
the rfK legislation from mario 
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Hopes for RFK Stadium deal, Key Bridge funding package dim amid unraveling
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BY HARRISON SMITH

Years before the internet was 
created and the first smart-
phones buzzed to life, an educa-
tional platform called PLATO 
offered a glimpse of the digital 
world to come. Launched in 1960 
at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, it was the 
first generalized, computer-
based instructional system, and 
grew into a home for early mes-
sage boards, emails, chatrooms, 
instant messaging and multi-
player video games.

The platform’s developer, 
Donald Bitzer, was a handball-
playing, magic-loving electrical 
engineer who opened his com-
puter lab to practically everyone, 
welcoming contributions from 
Illinois undergrads as well as 
teenagers who were still in high 
school.

Dr. Bitzer, who died Dec. 10 at 
age 90, spent more than two 
decades working on PLATO, 
managing its growth and devel-
opment while also pioneering 
digital technologies that includ-
ed the plasma display panel, a 
forerunner of the ultrathin 
screens used on today’s TVs and 
tablets.

“All of the features you see kids 
using now, like discussion 
boards or forums and blogs, 
started with PLATO,” he said 
during a 2014 return to Illinois, 
his alma mater. “All of the social 
networking we take for granted 
actually started as an education-
al tool.”

An Illinois native, Dr. Bitzer 
had just finished his PhD and 
joined the Illinois faculty when 
he got involved with a proposal 
to develop a computerized edu-
cational program. The university 
had set up a committee in 1959 to 
explore the concept, but was 
unable to agree on a proposal 
until Dr. Bitzer stepped in and 
offered his vision for PLATO, 
which stood for Programmed 
Logic for Automated Teaching 
Operations.

Under his direction, the plat-
form was launched on the 
school’s groundbreaking ILLIAC 
I computer, a hulking five-ton 
mainframe built from 2,800 vacu-
um tubes. Students could use 
computer terminals to access 
course materials through a limit-
ed campus network, run off TV 
signals generated by the ILLIAC I.

To expand the platform, Dr. 
Bitzer worked to build a better 
display for the computers, which 
operated on cathode-ray tubes 
that caused the screen to flicker. 
Partnering with fellow Illinois 
professor Gene Slottow and 
graduate student Robert Will-
son, he helped invent the plasma 
display, using gold electrodes to 
excite neon gas held within thin 
panes of glass. Energized to a 
plasma state, the gas illuminated 
pixels, forming words and imag-
es.

While the earliest plasma 
screens were illuminated with a 
single color, orange, full-color 
plasma display systems were 
available by the early 1990s. 
Within a decade, the screens had 
become a household fixture, 
used for computers as well as 
high-definition televisions.

Dr. Bitzer continued to work 
on PLATO as it took off in the 
1970s, expanding to universities, 

grade schools, corporations and 
government agencies. Messaging 
and communication apps prolif-
erated on the platform, devel-
oped by users who found that the 
system could be a source of 
entertainment and connection, 
not just education.

To encourage innovation, Dr. 
Bitzer maintained an unusually 
open culture at his lab, where 
users as young as 12 designed 
parts of the system, according to 
Brian Dear, an author and tech 
entrepreneur who chronicled 
PLATO’s history in a 2017 book, 
“The Friendly Orange Glow.” (Its 
title referred to the hue of early 
plasma screens.)

Dr. Bitzer “encouraged young 
people — anyone with an interest 
— to show up, wander in, ask 
questions,” Dear said in a phone 
interview. “He always sought out 
the brightest people, regardless 
of their background, and hired 
and encouraged women” at a 

time when the field was domi-
nated by men.

“I interviewed hundreds, even 
thousands of people for the book 
over almost 30 years,” Dear said. 
“The one common thread was 
their undying loyalty to Bitzer 
and the lab, thanks to the culture 
he created.”

Although PLATO struggled to 
adapt to the rise of the internet, 
its applications influenced other 
developers in Silicon Valley, in-
cluding visiting researchers from 
Xerox PARC.

“When networks like the inter-
net were still a research lab 
curiosity, Don Bitzer’s multiuser 
PLATO system served as a dress 
rehearsal for what we do on 
those networks today — learn, 
teach, collaborate, chat, mail, 
play games, argue, and more,” 
wrote Dag Spicer, senior curator 
at the Computer History Mu-
seum in California, in a tribute to 
Dr. Bitzer. PLATO, he added, 

“was a postcard from the future 
of online communities, and its 
example would help make that 
future real.”

The younger of two children, 
Donald Lester Bitzer was born in 
East St. Louis, Illinois, on Jan. 1, 
1934. He grew up in nearby 
Collinsville, where his father ran 
a Plymouth-Dodge dealership. 
His mother, a homemaker, died 
of cancer when he was 17.

Fascinated by math and sci-
ence, Dr. Bitzer built ham radios 
and receivers and constructed 
his own arc lights, repurposing 
carbon electrodes from batteries. 
“They had trouble keeping him 
in the classroom,” his son David 
said, “because he’d much rather 
be home tinkering and experi-
menting.”

Dr. Bitzer studied electrical 
engineering at the University of 
Illinois, receiving a bachelor’s 
degree in 1955, a master’s in 1956 
and a PhD in 1960.

In 1955, he married his high 
school sweetheart, Maryann 
Drost, who became a nurse and 
educator, incorporating the PLA-
TO system into her work. They 
started a family and traveled the 
world, living on the outskirts of 
Kharagpur, India, for almost a 
year when Dr. Bitzer got a job as a 
visiting professor there in the 
1960s. It was a thrilling experi-
ence, Dr. Bitzer recalled, al-
though it took time to get used to 
seeing cobras in his garage.

His wife died in 2022. Dr. 
Bitzer’s death, at home in Cary, 
North Carolina, was confirmed 
by his son, who said the cause 
was congestive heart failure.

In addition to his son, survi-
vors include a sister, three grand-
children and two great-grand-
children.

Dr. Bitzer left Illinois in 1989 
to join the computer science 
faculty at North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh. He never 
retired, doing research late in life 
on artificial intelligence and con-
volutional coding, among other 
subjects.

A practicing magician — he 
liked to tell people he was a 
member of “IBM,” the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Magicians 
— he incorporated magic tricks 
into many of his lectures, passing 
paper balls through solid plastic 
cups to explain the concept of 
induction, according to the Ra-
leigh News & Observer.

Dr. Bitzer was elected to the 
National Academy of Engineer-
ing in 1974, was inducted into the 
National Inventors Hall of Fame 
in 2013 and was named a fellow 
at the Computer History Mu-
seum in 2022. In 2002, he shared 
an Emmy Award for technologi-
cal achievement with Slottow 
and Willson, for their work de-
veloping plasma screens.

While television manufactur-
ers have increasingly turned to 
LED technology instead of plas-
ma screens, Dr. Bitzer wasn’t 
sorry to see the monitors go: He 
said he had always anticipated 
that the display’s commercial 
fortunes would fade, and that 
new technology would replace it.

“That’s why I’m trying to teach 
my students to think,” he told 
Technician, the North Carolina 
State student newspaper, in 
2015. “If they can think, they can 
have new ideas that can be 
creative.”

donald Bitzer, 90

Tech pioneer helped develop cyberspace, plasma screens

MarC hall/north Carolina state University 

In 1960, Donald Bitzer developed the first  computer-based instructional system that grew into a home for early interactive mediums.
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INMEMORIAM

KING

DOROTHY HARRIS KING
In Memory of Dorothy Harris King

January 17, 1950 - December 19, 2015

Those we love do not go away
They walk beside us everyday...

Unseen, unheard, but always near
Still loved, still missed, and very dear!

You are thought about and missed every-
day. Your presence was our present. Your
life,a legacy.Yourheart,pureand full of love.

-Loving and devoted husband and
daughter

John and Katrina King

DEATH NOTICE

BERRY

ROBERT H. BERRY JR.
1943 – 2024

Robert Hiatt Berry, Jr. died on December 3,
2024. He was 81 years old.
He is survived by his wife, Diana Berry; and
two daughters. Rachel Berry and JoAnna
Berry.
A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m.,
December 21, 2024, at Burke Presbyterian
Church in Burke, VA. Interment will be held
at Arlington National Cemetery at a later
date.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made
to Animal Welfare League of Arlington
(https://www.awla.org/) or the Animal Wel-
fare League of Alexandria (https://alexan-
driaanimals.org/).

DEATH NOTICE

FOYE

LEOLA FOYE (Age 87)
On Tuesday, December 10,
2024 Leola Foye of Capital
Heights, Maryland entered
into eternal rest. Loving moth-
er of Johnny Lee Foye, Glen-
wood (Wanda) Foye, Annette

London, Jacqueline Harris, and Anthony
Foye. Also survived by six grandchildren,
seven great-grand children, many other
relatives and friends. She is preceeded in
death by her husband John Daniel Foye.
Family will receive friends on Saturday,
December 21 from 5:30 p.m. until the time
of funeral service at 6:30 p.m. at Wise-
man Funeral Home, 4591 Allentown Road,
Camp Springs, Maryland. Interment Selma
Memorial Gardens, Selma, North Carolina.

www.wisemanfuneralhome.net

DEATH NOTICE

GOBER

BRETT AUSTIN GOBER (Age 30)
Brett Austin Gober, age 30 passed away on
Thursday, December 12, 2024. Brett was
born in Washington, DC, District of Colum-
bia to Fred Gober and Terri Lassen.

Brett is survived by his father Fred Gober
and his mother Terri Lassen; his brother
Brian Gober and his sister Madison Gober.

He is also survived by numerous loving
aunts, uncles, cousins and friends.

Brett was preceded in death by his grand-
parents Raymond and Lenora (Ooma) Las-
sen and Harold and Annette Gober.

No services are scheduled at this time.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in Brett’s
memory may be made to National MS So-
ciety;
https://donate.nationalmssociety.org/

and OR

American Heart Association; www.heart.
org/en/get-involved/ways-to-give

When the
need arises,
let families
find you in the
Funeral Services
Directory.

To be seen in the

Funeral Services

Directory, please call

paid Death Notices

at 202-334-4122.

DEATH NOTICE

GOLDSTEIN

FRANCES RUTH GOLDSTEIN
On Tuesday, December 17,
2024, FRANCES RUTH GOLD-
STEIN of Silver Spring, MD.
Beloved wife of the late Sidney
Goldstein. Devoted mother of
Denise (Yehuda) Vogel, Glenn

and the late Arthur and Arnold Goldstein.
Dear sister of the late Harold Rosenstein.
She is also survived by many loving grand-
children and great-grandchildren. Grave-
side funeral services will be held on Thurs-
day, December 19, 2024, 12 p.m. at Mt.
Lebanon Cemetery, Adelphi, MD. Memorial
contributions may be made to the charity
of your choice. Arrangements entrusted
to TORCHINSKY HEBREW FUNERAL HOME,
202-541-1001.

HOFFMAN

EVERETT MANSFIELD HOFFMAN
Everett Mansfield Hoffman, Jr. died at the
age of 87 on December 2, 2024 in Charles-
ton, South Carolina. He is survived by his
wife, Mary Catherine, and three of their
four children: Michael E. (L. Janell), Hay-
ley Frances (David Dworkin), and Andrea
Gwen; nine grandchildren and four broth-
ers-in-law. He was predeceased by his
parents and his daughter Tracey Thomas.
Everett and Mary Catherine had recently
relocated to 409 Harrods Lane, Charleston,
South Carolina 29412.
There will be a celebration of life planned
on Swans Island, Maine in the first week of
August 2025. In lieu of flowers a charitable
donation can be made to the Swans Island
Yacht Club, c/o John Conley, Treasurer, 396
Great Meadows Road, Concord, MA 01742,
swanssailors@gmail.com.

DEATH NOTICE

TRUMAN

TRACY PHILBRICK TRUMAN
November 7, 1941 – November 5, 2024

Tracy Philbrick Truman died November 5,
2024, two days before her 83rd birthday
on November 7. The cause of death was
heart failure following pneumonia from Le-
gionnaires’ disease and several strokes. She
died in her home at Ingleside at Rock Creek
in Washington, DC, holding the hand of her
husband of 60 years with her dog Tory by
her side.
She was born in Richmond, VA, the daughter
of Robert Philbrick and Jane (Arnold). Her
mother died in 1950 when Tracy was almost
nine. Her father married Margaret (Richard-
son) in 1952.
Tracy was known for a smile that lit up her
face. She was described by relatives and
friends as mild-mannered but strong, gen-
erous and caring, with a sparkling wit and a
wry sense of humor.
A 1963 graduate of Mount Holyoke College,
she received her certificate in physical ther-
apy from the Columbia University College of
Physicians and Surgeons in 1964. That year
she married Edwin (Ted) Truman. They lived
in New Haven, CT while he finished his Ph.D
at Yale and later served on the faculty. Their
two children David and Christine (Tina) were
born in New Haven before they moved to
Washington in 1972.
Tracy was a physical therapist at Yale New
Haven Hospital and for 28 years at Suburban
Hospital in Bethesda, MD. There she was a
mentor to her younger colleagues and knit-
ted more than a score of baby sweaters for
them.
She was a pillar of several communities.

As an officer of the Mount Holyoke Club of
Washington, DC, she organized a celebration
of the 150th anniversary of the college’s
1837 founding. She was co-chair of her 40th
and 50th reunions. For many years, she
hosted Washington summer interns from
her alma mater. For these many contribu-
tions, the Alumnae Society honored Tracy at
her 50th reunion with a Loyalty Award.
Tracy and Ted lived in the Town of Somer-
set in Chevy Chase, MD for 38 years. Tracy
was a member of the Somerset Board of
Elections for more than 25 years, serving
as chair for part of that period. She led a
successful protest of the proposed closing
of Somerset Elementary School and was the
town’s representative to committee meet-
ings for the new School. She was an active
soccer mom, and for many years was the
starter at Somerset pool swim meets firing
a starter’s pistol.
Her many hobbies included family geneal-
ogy, brass rubbing, silk screening, picture
framing, and knitting. As a collector, she
favored matryoshka nesting dolls, mobiles,
ducks, and art primarily collected in travels
that took her out of the country more than
50 times.
Tracy lived at Ingleside for almost a dozen
years. There she participated in the Ingle-
side Singers, continued her passion for arts
and crafts as a member of the Mosaic Guild,
and hosted an annual Sunday soup party.
Over the years, Tracy welcomed people into
her home for periods long and short. Many
became lifelong friends. In 2011, Allie Bag-
nall was a beneficiary and soon became a
member of the family. Tracy and Ted enjoyed
hosting gatherings of family and friends at
their beloved Scrub Hill in Hillsdale, NY.
In addition to her husband of 60 years, Tracy
is survived by her son David (Amy Suelzer)
of St. Louis, MO; her daughter Christine
(Ian Woollett) of Norfolk, VA; her daughter
of choice Allie Bagnall (Brian McBeath) of
Washington, DC; her brothers John Philbrick
(Mary Ropka) of Charlottesville, VA, and Rob-
ert Lawrence Philbrick (Marion Severynse)
of Cambridge, MA; grandchildren David and
Elena Truman, Malcolm and Jessie Woollett,
and Freya and Finn McBeath; as well as
many nieces, nephews, and cousins.
Her favorite expression was “We are so
lucky!”
A celebration of her life will be held at 2 p.m.
on February 15, at Ingleside at Rock Creek,
3050 Military Rd. NW. Donations in her mem-
ory may be made to Breakthrough T1D (for-
merly the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foun-
dation) or to a charity of one’s choice.

DEATH NOTICE

SHARMAN

PHILLIP SHARMAN
Phillip Ashley “Ash” Sharman, 63, of Fairfax,
VA lost his battle with cancer on December
16, 2024. He maintained his positive out-
look, wit, and humor throughout the entire
20-month fight. Ash is survived by his wife
Lauren, their three children Aubrey, Tate (Kat
Baran), and Bret, his mother Adelle, and his
siblings Kerry, Jack, and Clay. He is preceded
in death by his father Phil and his brother
Colin.

Ash was born on Christmas Eve 1960 in Bell-
flower, CA, the oldest child of James Phillip
Sharman and Adelle Marie Grunder. He
spent his childhood in Southern California,
enjoying little league baseball and trips to
Disneyland. At 12, his family moved to Falls
Church, VA. There, Ash traded his baseball
mitt for basketball sneakers, and his lifelong
love—some might say obsession—with the
sport began.

Ash graduated from Falls Church High
School and earned a bachelor’s degree in
systems engineering from the University of
Virginia. An avid learner and gifted writer, he

completed master’s degrees in Operations
Research and Creative Writing from George
Mason University. He worked his entire
career with the same company, where he
enjoyed international business trips in his
earlier years and was a respected manager
in later years.

Ash loved reading,writing, travel,music, and
of course, basketball. He was a voracious
reader with a penchant for the classics and
Stephen King. Friends and family admired
his impressive library and well-curated play-
lists. Ash was a regular on the basketball
court, from his high school varsity days to
his 40 and over “old man” league, and usu-
ally considered himself the best shooter on
the floor.

As much as Ash loved basketball, his real
love was his family. He met Lauren at an af-
terwork happy hour and often said that the
best decision of his life was working up the
courage to ask her out. Together they trav-
elled widely and took every opportunity to
hike, bike, and spend time with friends. Ash
was a devoted father, who looked forward
to coaching his sons’ basketball teams,
attending his daughter’s ballet recitals,
and cheering on all three at summer swim
meets. He shared his love of music with
his family, taking them to concerts, ranging
from classic rock to funk. Ash loved nothing
more than when he and Lauren spent time
with all their kids.

Ash will be remembered and greatly missed
by all that knew him.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
can be made to the National Brain Tumor
Society. A viewing will be held at Demaine
Funeral Home, 10565 Main Street, Fairfax on
Friday December 20 from 5 to 7 p.m. A cel-
ebration of life service at Demaine Funeral
Home will follow on Saturday, December 21
at 11 a.m.

POST YOUR

CONDOLENCES

Now death notices on
washingtonpost.com/obituaries allow you

to express your sympathy with greater ease.
Visit today.
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Funeral Services Directory.
To be seen in the Funeral Services Directory,
please call paid Death Notices at 202-334-4122.

DEATH NOTICE

KING

ERNESTINE GIBSON KING (Age 101)
Born June 2, 1923 to McCoy and Julie
Gibson, Lynchburg VA. Transitioned on De-
cember 8, 2024. Predeceased by husband
Howard King and sister Elaine Gibson. Ar-
rangements by Marshall-March Funeral
Home, Suitland, MD.

WHITE

BARBARA C. WHITE
Barbara C. White passed away December
15, 2024, in Virgina Beach, VA. She was
born August 14, 1935 in Washington, DC,
the daughter of Wyatt and Connie Garret.
She lived in and raised her family in Subur-
ban MD and Alexandria VA until moving to
Virginia Beach in 2002.
She was employed by the Duron Paint
Co. for 36 years and after retirement she
enjoyed her grandchildren, gardening and
counted cross stitch. She was a long-time
member of First Baptist Church in Alexan-
dria and presently a member of Francis
Asbury United Methodist Church in Virgina
Beach.
She was preceded in death by the love of
her life, husband Ernest T. White, to whom
she was married for 40 years. She was also
preceded in death by her daughter, Donna
S. Harrington.
She is survived by five children, Mike (Lisa),
Robin, Steve (Jackie), Judy (Scott) and Gary;
seven grandchildren, Heather (Norm), Ja-
son (MaryEllen), Christina (Austin), Thomas
(Sarah), Tori (Josh), Lindsay and Ellen Grace,
seven great grandchildren, Avery, Cody,
Dylan, Ja’Neyah, Violet, Lee and Jack.
She is also survived by brothers Wyatt
“Sonny” (Mary Ann) and Gordon (Carolyn)
and several cousins.
A viewing will be held at Holloman Brown
Funeral Home, Virginia Beach on Friday,
December 20 from 5 p.m. to 630 p.m.
Church service December 21 at 11 a.m. at
Francis Asbury United Methodist Church
and burial at Princess Anne Memorial Park
to be officiated by Pastor Derrick Parson.

DEATH NOTICE

DEATH NOTICE

DEATH NOTICE

SELMAR

MARSHA C. SELMAR
9/9/1942 - 12/11/2024

Memorial services will be held on Friday,
December 20 at Way of the Cross Church
of Christ, 1800 Hazelwood Dr., Capitol
Heights, MD 20743; Visitation 10 a.m. until
time of services 11 a.m.

SMITH

LANGSTON SMITH JR.
On December 12, 2024 Deacon Langston
Smith, Jr., peacefully went on to glory to
join his wife. Christine met eternity be-
fore him, in May 2015. Remembering him
blesses his children, Beverly, Ronald, Val-
ree, Crystal; grandchildren, Lauren, Raven
and Christopher; Yvonne, Billy, Blondie,
Berdean – his siblings; and many cous-
ins, nieces and nephews, great-nieces
and great-nephews. Deacon Smith can
be viewed on Friday December 20, 2024
from 10 until time of funeral at 11 a.m.
at Bethesda Baptist Church of DC 1808
Capitol Avenue NE Washingto, DC 20002.
Pastor Michael D Thompson. Interment at
Fort Lincoln Cemetery Funeral Services by
Bianchi Funeral service.
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Blue Ridge: Today, mostly sunny, colder. high 36 to 41.

Winds north–northeast 4–8 mph. Tonight, increasing

cloudiness; a flurry in southern parts. low 27 to 31. Winds

south 6–12 mph.

Atlantic beaches: Today, cooler; mostly sunny, but clouds

yielding to sun in the south. high 45 to 49. Winds north

10–20 mph. Tonight, partly cloudy. low 34 to 44. Winds

northeast 7–14 mph.

Pollen: Moderate

Grass low

Trees low

Weeds low

Mold Moderate

UV: Low
2 out of 11+

Air Quality: Good
Dominant cause: nitrogen oxide
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Waterways: Upper Potomac River: Today, sunny. Wind north 8–16

knots. Waves 1–3 feet. Visibility clear to the horizon. • Lower

Potomac and Chesapeake Bay: Today, sunny. Wind north 8–16 knots.

Waves 1–2 feet on the lower Potomac; 2–4 feet on the chesapeake

bay.• River Stages: The stage at little falls will be around 3.60 feet

today, with no change of 3.60 friday. flood stage at little falls is 10

feet.
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Statistics through 5 p.m. Wednesday

Difference from 30–yr. avg. (National): this month: –1.1° yr. to date: +2.4°

High: corona, cA 87°

Low: bottineau, nD –18°

World

High: Urandangi, Australia 113°

Low: rabbit kettle, canada –48°

Weather map features for noon today.
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Cooler weather ahead

After a couple of mild December
days this week, today will be partly
sunny and colder following
yesterday evening’s rain. Highs will
only be in the mid- to upper 40s, and

somewhat breezy winds make it feel a few
degrees colder. Winds will come in from the
north around 10 mph, withs some gusts near 20
mph. In the evening, it will be partly cloudy with
diminishing winds and lows in the upper 20s to
mid-30s.

The Weather
washingtonpost .com/weather . x: @capitalweather . facebook .com/capitalweather

MArk Schiefelbein/AP

Planning for the inauguration
Amodel of the Capitol is seen on a large projected map of downtownWashington ahead of a planning

event for the presidential inauguration by the military’s Joint Task Force-National Capital Region at

Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall in Arlington onWednesday. A map of the areas involved in the

inaugural festivities was shown on the floor so all service members involved in securing the event could

envision the terrain. “There’s lots of moving pieces,” said Army Capt. Andrew Bohn, who is the operations

officer for the JTF-NCR. “You have theWhite House, the Capitol, the parade route, dispersal, screening

everyone, the horses at the Prince George Equestrian center, so to coordinate and synchronize everybody

moving around all over the national capital region and execute the inauguration, it’s a big task.”
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BY SONIA RAO

N
early a decade ago, Joshua oppenheimer 
accompanied a Central Asian oil tycoon on a 
shopping trip for a doomsday bunker. op-
penheimer, an acclaimed documentarian, 

wondered about the emotional aftermath of the oil 
man’s purchase. Would he feel remorse for his role in 
the climate crisis while stowing away in this luxuri-
ous shelter? Would he gaze upon the paintings in his 
art collection, now on the walls of his bunker, and 
recall the real landscapes he had helped destroy? 
Would his aquaponic food supply, designed to 

sustain itself without sunlight, remind him of the 
people who starved to death without their own 
privileged retreats?

oppenheimer, although on the lookout for a new 
documentary subject, decided to keep his questions 
to himself. even if he had asked out loud, the 
magnate “wouldn’t have been able to answer them 
because the decision inherent in buying the place 
was one that excluded [considering] these ques-
tions,” the American filmmaker, 50, said in a recent 
interview at The Washington Post’s D.C. office.

He never discovered whether the man closed the 
See oPPenHeimer oN c2

BY LILI LOOFBOUROW

“Laid” feels like a throwback to 
the 1990s. The Peacock show, 
which dropped Thursday, is fun 
and gimmicky in all the ways that 
semi-supernatural films of that 
vintage were. I’m thinking of 
“Ghost” and “Groundhog Day,” 
and even (if obscene wealth counts 
as a superpower) “Indecent Pro-
posal” and “Pretty Woman.” The 
premise — What if you had to warn 
everyone you ever slept with that 
they’re going to die? — feels 
pitched to that precise moment, 
when wacky thought experiments 
and moral tests masqueraded as 
love stories.

The comedy stars Stephanie 
Hsu and Zosia Mamet as friends 
and co-investigators trying to 
solve a grisly cosmic puzzle: Ruby’s 
(Hsu) ex-lovers are suddenly dying 
off in the precise order that she 
slept with them. As a true-crime 
aficionado, AJ (Mamet) assembles 
a “murder board” of Ruby’s sex life 
so they can find a pattern and warn 
all her doomed exes. Ruby, in her 
capacity as a party planner, meets 
a dreamy client (Tommy Martinez) 
precisely when it’s becoming clear 
that romantic contact with her is 
lethal. Also, he has a girlfriend. Per 
rom-com regulations (the show is 
even set in Seattle), there’s also an 
amiable loser named Richie (Mi-

chael Angarano) who appears to 
genuinely get Ruby, in all her 
flawed complexity.

A love triangle ensues. So do 
many cameos, most of whom play 
Ruby’s exes. And innumerable pop 
culture references, including 
“Cyrano de Bergerac,” Toy Story, 
“When Harry Met Sally,” “Thelma 
& Louise” and “Dahmer — Mon-
ster: The Jeffrey Dahmer Story.”

And many, many deaths.
It’s noteworthy, given all of the 

above — and the clear command 
“Laid” has of its rom-com tropes — 
that the series doesn’t care much 
about the love triangle. or the 
deaths. This last bit is where the 

See Tv review oN c3

Tv review

Being unlucky in love gets a new spin

JaMes DiTTiger/PeaCoCk

stephanie Hsu, left, and Zosia mamet star  in Peacock’s “Laid.”

MaTT MCClain/The WashingTon PosT

A musical doomsday
Documentarian Joshua Oppenheimer turns his eye to a postapocalyptic tale

Joshua oppenheimer is the director of the musical drama “The end.” 

BY MICHAEL ANDOR BRODEUR

The Washington National op-
era continued another long-
standing holiday tradition at the 
Kennedy Center’s Terrace Thea-
ter on Tuesday night, as the 
young countertenor Key’mon 
Murrah accepted this year’s Mar-
ian Anderson Vocal Award with a 
recital of refined technique and 
raw power.

Winners of the award receive a 
$10,000 cash prize and a Ken-
nedy Center recital, and they 
participate in an opera workshop 
residency at the Duke ellington 
School of the Arts. But, as sug-
gested by the list of past winners 
— including Justin Austin, J’Nai 
Bridges, Janai Brugger, eric ow-
ens, Ryan Speedo Green and 
John Holiday — the award can 
also provide a blast of momen-
tum for young singers at a key 
stage of their development.

Murrah has yet to make his 
proper WNo debut, but the past 
few years have found the 34-year-
old singer appearing at Bay-
erische Staatsoper, Detroit op-
era, LA opera and the Metropoli-
tan opera (where he appeared as 
one of a trio of multipurpose 
countertenors in John Adams’s 
“el Niño”). earlier this month, 
with the Fort Worth Symphony 
orchestra, he premiered “earth 
2.0,” a new one-man opera by 
Jake Heggie.

Tuesday evening’s program, 
for which Murrah was accompa-
nied by pianist and writer Brian 
Zeger, pursued a modest mission 
as put forth by Murrah in a 
program note: “I simply want to 
share the joy that has been given 
to me.” The result was 90 minutes 
of oversharing in the best possi-
ble sense, as Murrah tethered 
arias, art songs and spirituals 
into a program of music an-
chored and elevated by themes of 
hope, faith and renewal.

Countertenors — whose vocal 
range extends into that of a 

See music review oN c3

Music review

High notes 
and higher 
spirits

BY RACHEL TASHJIAN

When it comes to clothing, just 
how much is the aura of celebrity 
worth?

According to fashion fans, 
hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Three of Carolyn Bessette Ken-
nedy’s garments sold at Sotheby’s 
this week for a whopping 
$177,600, more than double the 
$50,000-to-$70,000 combined 
estimates. The pieces, part of the 
auction house’s annual Fashion 
Icons sale, were a single-breasted 
black Prada coat, from the mid-
1990s, which was estimated at 
$15,000 to $20,000 but sold for 
$78,000 after receiving 17 bids; a 
vintage leopard-print fur coat, 
which went for $33,600, slightly 
above the $20,000 to $30,000 
estimate; and a black wool jacket 
by the Japanese master Yohji 
Yamamoto, which sold for 
$66,000, more than three times 
its high estimate of $20,000.

The coats all came from Rose-
Marie Terenzio, who was John F. 
Kennedy Jr.’s executive assistant 
and publicist, and one of the 
couple’s closest confidantes. Bes-
sette Kennedy and her husband 
died in a 1999 plane crash on 
their way to a wedding, along 
with Bessette Kennedy’s sister 
Lauren Bessette.

“It really was like a mini cap-
sule collection of Carolyn’s ward-
robe,” said Lucy Bishop, Sothe-
by’s handbag and fashion special-
ist, who organized the online 
auction. Terenzio initially ap-
proached Bishop only about Bes-
sette Kennedy’s leopard coat. 
“She didn’t wear a lot of print, but 
the one type of print that she is 
really known for is the leopard 

See aucTion oN c3

Prada coat 
draws $78K 
at auction

Sale of Bessette Kennedy 
garment drew far more 
than the  bid estimate
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comes through in the cracks.”
During the pandemic, oppen-

heimer, who lives in Europe,
workshopped the screenplay for
“The End” with a cast of Danish
actors. He turned to his friend
Jeremy Strong — the American
actor fromTV’s “Succession,”who
lives part-time in Copenhagen —
tohelpdevelop thefather charac-
ter. The most personal material
comes through in Son, who op-
penheimer said is “caught be-
tween trying to please both par-
ents and reassure them of contra-
dictory narratives.” While shoot-
ing the film, oppenheimer spoke
to macKay, who plays Son, about
feeling a similar responsibility
after his own parents divorced in
his early childhood.

“There are somany stories that
are about a sort of binary good
and bad,” said macKay. “And I
don’t think there are many sto-
ries, particularly not told in this
way, which look to the middle.”

O
ppenheimer’s documenta-
ries benefit from his sharp
set of observational skills.

“He’s a really nuanced … litmus
test of the truth,” macKay said of
the director. oppenheimer recog-
nizes that people of all occupa-
tions, whether a professional ac-
tor or former executioner, per-
form for the camera. In “The Act
of Killing,” in which he tasks
onetime death squad members
with reenacting executions, he
also captures behind-the-scenes
interactions. It’s disturbing to
learn of their past brutality and
worrying to witness how much
glee some still derive from the
memories.

In his first two films, oppen-
heimer said, he was “working
with the gap between how the
participant sees themselves and
how they want to be seen.” mak-
ing a dramatic feature allowed
him to close that gap. He could
workwith the actors tomake sure
their visions were aligned. He
could prescribe the characters’
actions with intention, write the
words he wanted them to say,
assign backstories for why they
are the way they are.

Still, honesty prevailed. op-
penheimer recalled shooting a
scene when mother is sitting in
the bunker next to a massive
ventilation duct. It lays flat on the
ground until a loud burst of air
rushes through, inflating the tube
with an almost violent quickness.
The sudden movement startles
mother, who contorts her face in
surprise. oppenheimer asked
Swinton afterward what she was
working with in that moment,
and, per the director, she said, “It
was like the dead Earth breath-
ing.” A moment of relief amid
constant torment.

“If you make a film about the
last family after they’ve destroyed
the world, there would be some-
thing grotesque about them find-
ing redemption or living happily
ever after,” oppenheimer said.
“While itmaybe too late for them,
[‘The End’] is made with the
conviction that it’s not too late for
us. It’s not too late for the audi-
ence because when people leave
the film, they’ll go outside. And
above them, there’s still a sky.”

deal on the former Soviet com-
mand structure they had toured
in the Czech republic — he was
warned against poking his nose
further into the powerful strang-
er’s business and chose not to
name him to The Post for the
safety of the local researchers and
crew — but that didn’t stop the
questions from plaguing him. He
wished he could return years lat-
er and make a fly-on-the-wall
documentary about life in isola-
tion but, in the meantime, decid-
ed to imagine what such a life
might look like.

The result — a postapocalyptic
film called “The End,” now in
theaters — is oppenheimer’s first
fictional feature. It also happens
to be a 21/2-hour musical. If you
were to guess who directed Tilda
Swinton, michael Shannon,
George macKay and moses In-
gram inbeltingmelodies inspired
by golden-agemusicals, youprob-
ably wouldn’t name the guy who
made two oscar-nominated doc-
umentaries— “TheAct of Killing”
(2012) and “The Look of Silence”
(2014) — about the 1965-1966
mass killings of suspected com-
munists in Indonesia. And yet
oppenheimer regards “The End”
as a third installment in his har-
rowing analysis of wrongdoing
and remorse. He and composer
Joshua Schmidt, primarily
known for stage musical scores,
wrote songs in which the charac-
ters take turns divulging and de-
nying their inner turmoil as they
wander through a bunker not
unlike the one he visited.

After “The Act of Killing” was
nominated for an oscar, an Indo-
nesian government official re-
portedly criticized it for portray-
ing the country as “a cruel and
lawless nation” where many
who’d perpetrated violence were
still operating with impunity. op-
penheimer told The Post that he
“wanted to make a third film in
Indonesia about the oligarchs
who came to power through the
genocide by exploiting a country
that was terrified of them” but
couldn’t do so safely after his
documentaries attracted atten-
tion. “So I investigated oligarchs
in analogous situations else-
where.”

The oil tycoon, he continued,
“was involved in pretty substan-
tial political violence to obtain …
concessions.” The patriarch of the
family in “The End,” simply re-
ferred to as father (Shannon), is
haunted by actions he took on
behalf of his father’s energy busi-
ness before environmental disas-
ter destroyed the planet 25 years
earlier. In the bunker, where his
nuclear family lives, father en-
lists Son (macKay) to help him
write amemoir whitewashing his
misdeeds. father’s motivations
for optimism are misguided but
sincere: “He wants to give his son
a life worth living, in denial of the
fact that his son is doomed,”
oppenheimer said.

Son was born in the bunker
and has never ventured beyond
the salt mine in which the struc-
ture is located. father andmother
(Swinton) raise him with a care-
fully constructed version of reali-

OPPENHEIMER from C1

Adapted froman
online discussion.

Dear Carolyn: So
my kid just got
into college, and
it’s a good one.
Thewomen inmy
moms group got
together for a

catch-up lunch recently, and
everyonewas reporting onwhere
their kid is going to college.When
Imentionedmine, and I did not
gloat, a couple of them askedme
whetherwe had checked the box
that she isHispanic.Which she
is. And then they looked at each
other that way.

one of them said her son had
applied but did not get in because
he did not have any special
privileges. I went off. I told them
that if they did not consider being
White a privilege, then they
clearly did not live in the same
world as I did. I told them yes,my
child isHispanic, but she is also a

straight-A student, has hundreds
of volunteer hours and stellar
SATs, and is a star athlete, and
perhaps they should begin
assessing theirmediocre
children’s abilities before they
make assumptions aboutmine.
And then I left.

I saw a couple of them a few
days later at a birthday party, and
wewere pretty chilly to each
other. Do I owe them an apology?
Howdo Imove forwardwith
these closet racists in a small
community?

—Am I the Glassbowl?

Am I the Glassbowl?:No, you
don’t owe them an apology, and
youmove forward by giving them
aswide yet civil a berth as your
small community permits.

Well, wait. Apologize for
calling their kidsmediocre— that
was uncalled for. Their kids
didn’t get intoWherever because
Wherever is as big as Cinderella’s
slipper, and sometimes tens of

thousands of highly qualified
kids apply— of all demographic
varieties!— but only a small
fraction can ever fit.

But you owe themnothing
beyond that.

I am really sorry. Their
responsewas appalling and too
common, spoken and un-.

for anyone thinking, hmm,
but the friendswere right? or

remembering they had the same
thoughtwhen a “checked box”
person did get in and their
person didn’t? In addition to
the privilege issue, which Iwill
not waste column space
repeatingwhen others do it
better:

first, the biggest checkboxes
are generally recruited athletes
(who at least excel at something

else) and legacies (who don’t). It’s
not racial or ethnicminorities, so
stuff it.

Second, one accepted student
is an anecdote, not data. So stuff
that, too.

Third, give a half-second of
thought to how you’d feel if
someone heard of your
accomplishment and said, “oh,
it’s because you’re ___.” Yeah. If
you needmore time, that’s on
you.

Take demographics out of it
and the answer is still the same:
Any response besides
“Congratulations!” is just sour
grapes, and the only goal in life I
see as truly universal is to refuse
asmany opportunities as you can
to be a racist jackhole. Especially
to your supposed friends.

Re: Admissions:A juicy tidbit I
love to have on hand is that the
largest demographic
beneficiaries of affirmative
action admissions are boys.

Because overwhelmingly, girls
have better grades, test scores,
etc., and colleges therefore have
to pad their admission numbers
of dudes so the acceptance rate by
gender remains closer to 50/50.

—Juicy

Juicy:Yes! Just cited it the day
beforewriting this, in fact.

A reader’s thought:
lUh, they said her kid got in

because she isHispanic,
suggesting the daughter was also
undeserving. Then they got hit
with a slap of truth. So…
Glassbowl has nothing to
apologize for. She stood up for
her high-achieving daughter.

Write to Carolyn hax at

tellme@washpost.com. get her column

delivered to your inbox each morning

atwapo.st/gethax.

 Join the discussion live at noon

Fridays atwashingtonpost.com/live-

chats.

Mom-group friends insinuate daughter’s race is why she got into a top college

Carolyn
Hax
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wrote songs for “The End.”
“The golden age was a time

when we had [the Great] Depres-
sion, then World War II and the
Holocaust, the horrors of coloni-
zation, apartheid as the national
economic and cultural and racial
system in this country,” oppen-
heimer said. “It reached its peak
flourishing at the moment when
we as a nation developed a tech-
nology where at the push of a
button, we could destroy the en-
tire world. The golden age, with
its sunny, whistle-stop tour of the
American empire at its peak —
and the one that I think is nostal-
gically referred to when we say
makeAmericaGreat Again—was
always a kind of dark age.”

The family’s conviction that
“our future is bright,” as they sing
at the start of the film, begins to
falter. The choreography — by
Sam Pinkleton, who directed
Broadway’s “oh, mary!,” and his
frequent collaborator Ani Taj —
increasingly guides them out of
the bunker and into the desolate
salt mine, where it is harder to
deny their depressing situation.
There are no masterful paintings
to distract them here. Girl and
Son frolic in the mine, finding
comfort in one another. father, in
his big solo performance, “The
Big Blue Sky,” climbs the mine as
if it were a mountain, refusing to
acknowledge reality.

“They try to recover their equi-
librium through song, and usual-
ly succeed at the beginning,” op-
penheimer said. “As the film goes
on and the conflicts grow more
intense and sharp, they fail. …
The little rests between a verse
and a chorus, for example, are the
limits of those lies. … The truth

with himself, for once. “The fam-
ily lives in a prison of shame …
and they’ve raised Son to inter-
nalize that prison of shame,” op-
penheimer explained. “Girl
comes with the keys.”

The filmmaker suggests that
people are often blinded by a
desperation to protect what, and
whom, they love. on the flight
home from spending time with
the oil tycoon, he watched
JacquesDemy’s 1964musical dra-
ma “The Umbrellas of Cher-
bourg,” about a love affair be-
tween a small-town frenchwom-
an and a mechanic drafted into
theAlgerianWar. “Theyhurt each
other, but they’re doing the best
they can,” oppenheimer said. The
music highlights their human-
ness.

It made him reflect on his time
with the tycoon. “It was clear that
this man, as much as we’d like to
point fingers atmonstrous behav-
ior in his past, was also trying his
best.”

That doesn’t excuse the man’s
behavior, but it couldhelp explain
some of it. oppenheimer landed
on making a musical about a
wealthy American family suffer-
ing from foolish hope and creep-
ing doubts because “it’s a quintes-
sentially American genre that
embodies a quintessentially
American formof hope… the idea
that nomatterwhat’s goingon, no
matter what catastrophe may be-
fall us, everything will work out
for the best.”

This delusion is present
throughout music produced in
theater’s golden age, which
stretched from the 1940s through
the 1950s and influenced oppen-
heimer and Schmidt while they

cially those who don’t seem to
have any regrets, but the film and
its sequel support oppenheimer’s
childhood lesson that witnessing
evil up close canhelpus prevent it
from reoccurring. In 2017, declas-
sified documents confirmed that
U.S. officials were well aware,
maybe even supportive, of the
mass killings in Indonesia all
those years ago. “We’re all much
closer to perpetrators than we’d
like to think,” oppenheimer said.

“Josh has a characteristic that I
admiremost in an artist, which is
relentlessness,” Shannon said.
“These movies he makes, they’re
like crusades. He spends years
making them, as do most great
filmmakers. It’s not something
you can rush. … It behooves you
to really pay attention.”

T
he family in “The End” in-
vites a trio of others to live
with them in the bunker:

friend (Bronagh Gallagher), who
knows mother from before; Doc-
tor (Lennie James), a logistical
necessity; and Butler (Tim mcIn-
nerny), a constant reminder of
the class friction that remains.
But it isn’t until they discover a
surprise visitor in themine—Girl
(Ingram), oneof few survivors left
in the outside world — that the
status quo really shifts.

Girl’s resilience helps her find
her way to the bunker. Her stub-
born honesty almost gets her
kicked out. She prods mother
about her past, recognizing a bur-
ied grief in the self-deluded wom-
an. She tests father by discussing
her own trauma, which mirrors
the truth of what happened with
his family. She pushes Son, who
falls in love with her, to be real

ty. Whereas father dwells on his
idealized past, mother refuses to
discusshers. Shebecomesprickly,
sometimes exploding into fits of
rage—and/or song—whenasked
about the familymembers she left
behind. She fears death. She cow-
ers from her regrets. So she dis-
tracts herself with her present,
frequently rearranging her price-
less art collection.

“It’s tempting to see the film,
when you read a quick synopsis,
as a satire of the one percent,”
oppenheimer said. “But the char-
acters are nameless because
they’re all of us. … All of us face
mortality.”

The director dressed entirely
in black for his visit to The Post in
early December. He spoke about
his work with calm, steady deter-
mination. oppenheimer’s politi-
cal consciousness was shaped
early on: He was born to Jewish
parents, and his paternal grand-
parents fled Germany just before
the Holocaust. He has said he
heard about that massacre before
becoming acquainted with tradi-
tional children’s fare, such as
“Cinderella” or “Peter Pan.” He
grew up in D.C. and New mexico
with a firm belief in art’s ability to
effect change. (And, no, despite
those childhood years living in
the shadow of Los Alamos, he is
not, to his knowledge, related to J.
robert oppenheimer, father of
the atomic bomb.)

oppenheimer the filmmaker
challenges his viewers to find the
humanity in people who have
committed the greatest of sins.
“The Act of Killing” attracted
criticism for “indulging” the vani-
ty of men who inflicted large-
scale torture and murder, espe-

The fallout of a family, set to music

MaTT MCClaiN/ThE WashiNgTON POsT

“The characters [of ‘The End’] are nameless because they’re all of us,” director Joshua Oppenheimer says. “All of us face mortality.”

FElix DiCkiNsON/NEON

“The End” stars George MacKay, left, as Son, who was born in the bunker, Tilda Swinton, center, as Mother, who refuses to discuss her past, and Moses Ingram as Girl, a survivor who joins then in the bunker.
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ment of “Don’t feel No-Ways 
Tired” won the loudest applause 
of the evening, murrah deploying 
his colors slightly outside the 
lines to aching effect. To finish, 
murrah selected florence Price’s 
1937 arrangement of “my Soul’s 
Been Anchored in the Lord,” a 
spiritual made legendary by An-
derson in 1939 when she sang it 
to close her historic performance 
on the steps of the Lincoln me-
morial.

murrah returned to the stage 
for an encore of “I Trust in God,” 
unaccompanied but for a stray 
“amen” or two from the audience. 
A bracing affirmation of faith in a 
time of deep uncertainty, it’s hard 
to imagine murrah’s big night 
ending on a higher note.

rigid and less intuitive at the 
outset, murrah took flight. (Espe-
cially with that last note of “Joy.”)

Hughes’s poetry extended 
through the next two selections, 
H. Leslie Adams’s arrangement 
of the poet’s “Prayer” and a new 
arrangement by meilina Tsui of 
his “mother to Son.” murrah 
drew out the colors of “Prayer,” a 
subdued demonstration of his 
dramatic chops and a thrilling 
display of his control. In “mother 
to Son,” we heard a hint of the 
spiritual final turn of the pro-
gram, his voice borne up the 
crystal stairs by Zeger’s attentive, 
supportive performance. Seldom 
have I been hit so hard by a sound 
so tender.

Jacqueline Hairston’s arrange-

and sold for $114,000. Bishop 
said that price reflects the histor-
ic importance of this particular 
dress, from a collection made in 
homage to mcQueen’s ancestor 
who was accused of witchcraft 
and executed in Salem, massa-
chusetts. mcQueen’s work sky-
rocketed in value after his death 
in 2010 and a retrospective at the 
metropolitan museum of Art the 
following year, and has not 
reached such prices since, but 
this dress is an exception: “We 
curate our sales very carefully,” 
Bishop said.

Vintage and secondhand 
clothing continues to overtake 
the appeal of new runway pieces, 
as sites such as therealreal, Ves-
tiaire Collective and Poshmark 
make reselling designer apparel 
simpler and acquiring designer 
goods more affordable.

“You can buy a piece of vintage 
Balenciaga for a couple thousand 
dollars, which, when you com-
pare that to the prices of contem-
porary fashion, it’s really remark-
able,” Bishop said. (A new Balen-
ciaga gown, by designer Demna, 
can sell for more than $5,000.)

It’s a mindset that Bessette 
Kennedy would have embraced, 
as a lover of off-piste fashion 
choices, although Nair, who did 
not know Bessette Kennedy but 
spent months immersed in her 
sartorial mindset, thinks she 
would have found the sale (and 
her book) silly.

“She was extremely private. 
And I think if she were doing 
something like this, it would have 
been done in a very different way, 
in not such a predictable way,” 
Nair said. “This is the thing about 
fashion magic that people miss. 
repeating magic — it’s just not 
magic anymore.”

set off a frenzy in fashion, partic-
ularly since the publication of 
Nair’s book. Bessette Kennedy, 
who was a fashion publicist, is on 
the mood boards of countless 
brands, whether the upscale and 
aloof New York brand Khaite or 
the Instagram-happy wellness 
line Sporty & rich. “She is the 
fashion icon of the 1990s,” Bishop 
said.

“She had a utilitarian way with 
luxury,” Nair said. “She put her 
expensive handbags on the floor, 
and her Birkin was stuffed with 
her gym clothes.”

other pieces in Sotheby’s fash-
ion Icons sale also achieved rec-
ord prices — a reflection of the 
growing importance and appeal, 
especially among young collec-
tors, of the high-end vintage or 
archival clothing market. Bishop 
said that lots had an average of 
seven bidders — “which is very 
high” — and that more than 50 
percent of the buyers were new to 
Sotheby’s and more than a third 
younger than 40.

The star lot was a matching 
cloche and scarf by Sonia Delau-
nay from the mid-1920s, which 
sold for a whopping $156,000 
against a high estimate of 
$24,000. Delaunay, an artist who 
worked across painting, sculp-
ture, furniture and fashion, was 
the recent subject of a retrospec-
tive at the Bard Graduate Center 
in New York that included these 
pieces. That probably boosted 
interest — a museum was the 
winning bidder — and the fact 
that very little of Delaunay’s fash-
ion output is available.

Another standout was a gold 
Alexander mcQueen dress from 
the designer’s fall 2007 collec-
tion, which was estimated at a 
more modest $7,000 to $12,000 

long vintage collector, I’ve always 
been captivated by CBK and the 
influence she had on fashion and 
culture. owning this part of his-
tory as a designer is my version of 
an NBA all star jersey.”

The same style of Prada coat is 
now for sale on eBay for $7,000. 
That would put the power of the 
Bessette Kennedy provenance — 
or CBK, as she has come to be 
known among her sartorial fol-
lowers — at 10 times its value 
otherwise.

While some garments are 
worth a lot because they come 
from a historically significant 
collection or are made by a great 
designer, such as Christian Dior 
or Karl Lagerfeld, these three are 
relatively unspectacular.

“These are not standout piec-
es,” said Sunita Kumar Nair, who 
published the first book on Bes-
sette Kennedy’s style, “CBK: A 
Life in fashion,” last year. “They 
were just owned by Carolyn. But 
that is her mystique: She was 
fashion chemistry working at its 
best. You think if I buy that coat, 
I’m going to be her. But it’s 
actually about her — the woman, 
confidence.”

“There is a lot of fashion out 
there that doesn’t hold any val-
ue,” Bishop said. “A lot of designer 
fashion, for example: Contempo-
rary fashion, once it’s bought 
from the store and you walk out 
with it, it typically loses value. 
Where things get really interest-
ing at auction for fashion is when 
the clothing has been worn by 
someone of note, a historical 
figure, such as Carolyn Bessette 
Kennedy. That can make a huge 
difference to the value, and it will 
often add on a couple of zeros to 
the end of the price achieved.”

Bessette Kennedy’s style has 

print. That in itself is an iconic 
piece of her personal style,” Bish-
op said.

When Bishop visited Terenzio 
in her apartment, Terenzio 
pulled out the Yamamoto and 
Prada coats. “Prada was one of 
[Bessette Kennedy’s] all-time fa-
vorite designers. She wore a lot of 
Prada, with its classic, simple, 
minimalist approach,” Bishop 
said. “She also wore a lot of 
Japanese fashion, which I find 
very interesting. And she loved 

Yohji Yamamoto. You have this 
wonderful cross-section of her 
style.”

(Not everyone in the Kennedy 
inner circle was pleased with the 
sale. Earlier this month, Jack 
Schlossberg, JfK Jr. and Bessette 
Kennedy’s nephew, posted on his 
Instagram stories an image of a 
“Today” show segment on the 
auction and wrote, “Super creepy 
if you ask me.”)

A single buyer swept up all 
three pieces: Sarah Staudinger, 
the fashion designer behind the 
Los Angeles-based label Staud 
and the wife of Hollywood power-
house and Endeavor CEo Ari 
Emanuel. Staud’s collections of-
ten feature earnest homages to 
the vibes of 1990s fashion, such 
as the colorful belly-baring ball 
skirts seen in the 1995 Isaac 
mizrahi documentary “Un-
zipped” or Gwyneth Paltrow’s 
green Donna Karan outfit in the 
1998 adaptation of “Great Expec-
tations.”

“I plan to treat these pieces 
with the same reverence a devot-
ed basketball fan would a mi-
chael Jordan championship jer-
sey,” Staudinger said in a text to 
The Washington Post. “As a life-

auCtion from C1

3 Bessette Kennedy garments were ‘not standout pieces’

lawrenCe sChwartzwalD/syGma/Getty imaGes

Carolyn Bessette Kennedy is pictured in 1997 wearing the Prada 

coat that fetched $78,000 at auction this week.

most beautifully realized, largely 
thanks to Zeger’s performance — 
so slowly unfolding it threatened 
to dissolve but for the ribbon of 
murrah’s voice binding it.

The program’s second half was 
devoted to 20th-century reper-
toire — art songs and spirituals 
that carried forth the evening’s 
theme of joy and how to find it. 
He brought softness and sweet-
ness to ricky Ian Gordon’s ar-
rangements of poems by Emily 
Dickinson (“Will There really Be 
a morning?”) and Langston 
Hughes (“Joy”). And while 
Zeger’s playing felt slightly more 

fu” from “Xerxes” and a splendid 
“Dopo notte” from “Ariodante” — 
identified murrah as that rarest 
of vocal treasures: a counterten-
or of often startling depth. He 
also made a magnetic, person-
able presence onstage, smiling 
brightly as he welcomed twin 
brother and skilled tenor 
Kay’mon murrah for the lively 
volley of “fermati!/No, crudel!” 
from Handel’s “rinaldo.”

The hopeful note sounded by 
Handel was shadowed by a suite 
of songs by Strauss: “Allerseelen” 
(or “All Souls’ Day”), “morgen!” 
and “Cäcilie.” The second was the 

contralto (like Anderson) or even 
a soprano — tend to wow listen-
ers who remain unaccustomed to 
hearing such heights from a male 
singer. And certainly murrah 
found several moments in his 
recital to showcase his vocal ac-
robatics; several runs in his open-
ing aria, “riedi al Soglio” from 
rossini’s “Zelmira,” drew collec-
tive gasps from the audience.

But the sensitive touch and 
jeweled ornamentation he 
brought to a set of Handel arias — 
a sweet and spacious “ombra mai 

MuSiC Review from C1

A showcase of technique and power

sCott suChman/kenneDy Center

Key’mon Murrah.

way to an infinitely funnier prob-
lem: The teller can’t quite hear her 
through the partition and keeps 
asking her to repeat herself. “What 
am I dying from?” he asks her. 
“me,” she almost whispers, dra-
matically. “I just can’t hear you.” 
“I’m so sorry — me?” she says, 
leaning down to yell in uptalk 
through the gap in the glass.

All those aforementioned mov-
ies from the ’90s were notable for 
how rigorously they flogged their 
central conceit to chart a protago-
nist’s moral progress. “Laid” re-
jects that impulse by overusing it 
so much that it loses narrative 
potency: Episode after episode fea-
tures ruby reflecting on her flaws, 
resolving to change, then relaps-
ing, so any sense of real suspense 
dwindles. So does the possibility of 
any genuine transformation. The 
series starts to feel more like a 
sitcom, with beats that reset. As a 
result, the concept of the “curse” 
stagnates. So does any metaphoric 
resonance it may have. “Laid” is 
fun, but you don’t want it to end for 
all the wrong reasons: The closer 
the show drifts to a solution, the 
less you want to hear it.

Laid (eight episodes) is available for 

streaming on Peacock.

watch; they’re the couple you root 
for. Theirs is the only love story the 
show rates as genuinely impor-
tant, and the show’s investment in 
their relationship — although val-
id and even touching in principle 
— seems a little disproportionate 
given all the blood and gore and 
death.

That conceptual imbalance may 
be an artifact of the show’s DNA. 
Creators Nahnatchka Khan 
(“fresh off the Boat”) and Sally 
Bradford mcKenna (“Will & 
Grace”) adapted “Laid” from 
marieke Hardy and Kirsty fisher’s 
Australian series of the same 
name, which ran there from 2011 
to 2012. The timing explains why 
the adaptation feels a little dated; 
the concept originated as an edgy, 
female-centric riposte to Judd Ap-
atow’s spate of bromantic come-
dies.

Still, Khan and Bradford mc-
Kenna are massive talents. Scene 
to scene, the writing is witty, and 
the jokes, which are great, rarely 
take the turn you expect. When the 
series opens with ruby at a bank 
trying to inform a teller she once 
slept with, via a note, that he’s 
dying, the expected gag — that 
she’ll be arrested for attempted 
robbery — surfaces only to give 

edy, which “Laid” undoubtedly is. 
But it’s oddly heartless for a rom-
com, which it is, or wants to be, too. 
(There are big speeches. Grand 
gestures. A chase scene. Even a kiss 
in the rain!) At one point, I thought 
the show was trying to graft the 
two into an ungainly hybrid.

Tonally, however, the series is 
something else entirely: a wom-
ance. Although several of the male 
actors are great (Angarano and 
Andre Hyland as AJ’s boyfriend 
are particular standouts), Hsu and 
mamet aren’t just the reason to 

conscience without being oppres-
sively moral or stuffy within its 
universe.

AJ was right, for instance, when 
she called ruby out for treating a 
real man’s funeral as a catalyst to 
work on herself. The trouble is that 
“Laid” compulsively acknowledg-
es ruby’s moral errors while struc-
turally replicating them. The se-
ries absolutely subordinates the 
lives of many men to the story of 
ruby’s (minimal) self-improve-
ment.

That’s excusable in a black com-

repurposes therapeutic language 
for blatantly narcissistic ends. Hsu 
captures this type. She sells ruby’s 
desperate awkwardness at some 
points while making her enter-
tainingly insightful at others, ca-
pable of itemizing exactly what 
went wrong on a date to the date 
without arousing much ill will.

The character is wildly change-
able, but the range of affects makes 
sense: She’s withdrawn and inat-
tentive toward those she considers 
unworthy of an elaborate social 
performance, but manipulative 
and charming when conditions 
warrant it. “I think the connection 
you have drawn between past and 
present is, like, wow,” she says to 
her therapist when she’s accused 
of evading the work because of her 
family history. “People overuse 
this word, but you are an actual 
genius. You and martin Short. 
That’s it.”

And although AJ is basically a 
reprise of the best-friend role that 
mamet played in “The flight At-
tendant,” there’s a reason mamet 
gets those parts: She manages to 
operate as a straight man without 
being remotely — in the comedic 
sense — straight. mamet grounds a 
scene without weighing it down. 
That lets her operate as the show’s 

show’s ironic sophistication and 
great dialogue land it in conceptu-
al trouble. “Laid” understands the 
cathartic pleasure of a redemption 
arc in modern storytelling, but it 
can’t help also undercutting it by 
correctly identifying the way self-
improvement has become a mod-
ern, egotistical compulsion.

The urge to seek redemption, 
for instance, is repeatedly present-
ed and filtered through ruby’s 
amusingly unsubtle patter. “This 
could be a new start,” she tells AJ 
when she decides she’ll attend an 
ex-lover’s funeral. “I’m burying the 
old, judgmental me,” she says. “As 
well as a literal man,” AJ says, 
pointedly refusing to let the dead 
guy become a metaphor. “As well 
as a man I used to know, yes,” ruby 
replies, a little too blithely. At the 
funeral, she pays her respects to 
the corpse by catching him up on 
the role he played in her spiritual 
journey: “my therapist has actual-
ly been telling me I should look at 
my past more, so, yeah, this all sort 
of happened at a good time.”

At moments like these, “Laid” 
can feel like a lacerating send-up of 
the way a certain kind of contem-
porary, social-media-savvy person 

tv Review from C1

Peacock’s dark comedy ‘Laid’ tackles mysterious deaths with rom-com logic

James DittiGer/PeaCoCk

Stephanie Hsu as Ruby in Peacock’s “Laid.” 

HOLIDAY EVENTS

Saturday, Dec. 21 at 
7:30 PM at Strathmore
Sunday, Dec. 22 at 3 
PM at Strathmore
Monday, Dec. 23 at 7:30 
PM at Capital One Hall

Join NatPhil for Handel’s Messiah, guided 
by guest conductor Anthony Blake Clark 
and featuring Baltimore Choral Arts So-
ciety, soprano Aundi Marie Moore, mez-
zo-soprano Lucia Bradford, tenor Norman 
Shankle, and baritone Jorell Williams.

Strathmore
5301 Tuckerman Ln
North Bethesda, MD 20852
Capital One Hall
l750 Capital One Tower Rd
Tysons, VA 22102
nationalphilharmonic.org

All Kids. All 
Free. All the 
Time.

Tickets 
Starting at 

$29

Handel’s Messiah
with Baltimore Choral 
Arts Society

22-0776
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PREVIOUS SCRABBLEGRAMS SOLUTION

PREVIOUS SUDOKU SOLUTION

SUDOKU

BiRtHDAY | DeCeMBeR 19: 
You’re imaginative and 
observant. To others, you act 
quiet and easygoing, but you’re 

a determined, immovable force! This 
has been a fun-loving year; however, 
2025 will be a time of creating solid 
foundations in your life, both externally 
and internally. It’s time to get grounded.

Moon Alert: Avoid shopping or major 
decisions from 9 p.m. to 11:55 p.m. 
today. After that, the Moon moves from 
Leo into Virgo.

ARies 
(MARCH 21-APRIL 19).
This is a fabulous day to schmooze 
with friends and enjoy the company of 
others! Your interactions with clubs, 
groups and associations will also be 
successful. Make plans to have fun 
with your main squeeze. It’s also a 
great time to enjoy movies, the theater, 
sports events and activities with 
children. 

tAURUs 
(APRIL 20-MAY 20).
You make a wonderful impression on 
everyone today, especially bosses, 
parents and VIPs! People see you as 
attractive, appealing and successful. It’s 
a small wonder that you might have a 
romantic, fun-loving evening! Passion is 
affectionate. Meanwhile, finances look 
great.

GeMini 
(MAY 21-JUNE 20). 
Enjoy conversations with partners, 
close friends and members of the public 
today. People are friendly! Everybody 
wants to share ideas and talk to others. 
New acquaintances and, certainly, 
new romance could begin this evening. 
Meanwhile, travel for pleasure will 
delight you!

CAnCeR 
(JUNE 21-JULY 22). 
This will be a pleasant day at work. 
Interactions with clients, customers 
and work colleagues will be positive, 
warmhearted and friendly. Discussions 
about shared property, loans and 
mortgages will benefit you. Meanwhile, 
romance is sexy! It’s a great date night!

leo 
(JULY 23-AUG. 22). 
Get out the glitter, because it’s time to 
go dancing! This could be one of the 
most romantic, amorous nights of the 
year! It’s the perfect time for a vacation, 
the theater, entertaining diversions, 
sports and fun with children. Make an 
effort to socialize with someone; you 
won’t regret it.

viRGo 
(AUG. 23-SEPT. 22). 
You will enjoy socializing with others in 
a friendly, low-key way today. Perhaps 
you want to keep things on a one-on-
one basis. You might entertain one 
or two people at home. Or you might 
simply enjoy your own company. (It’s a 
romantic day.) Look for opportunities to 
be friendly!

liBRA 
(SEPT. 23-OCT. 22). 
Don’t sit at home getting dusty 
today or tonight. You are a social 
creature, and this is the perfect 
evening to make plans for a romantic 
dinner, a movie, a play, sports events 
or, better yet, a mini holiday! That’s 
because this is a marvelous, sociable 
day for you! Romance will flourish!

sCoRPio 
(OCT. 23-NOV. 21).
This is an excellent day for financial 
negotiations, especially with important 
people -- bosses, supervisors and 
VIPs. It’s also a wonderful day to 

entertain at home, as well as explore 
real estate opportunities. Enjoy 
romance and the company of others.

sAGittARiUs 
(NOV. 22-DEC. 21). 
This is a fabulous day! The Sun is 
in your sign dancing beautifully with 
the Moon in your fellow Fire sign. 
Meanwhile, fair Venus is in your 
House of Communications smiling 
at Jupiter, which makes all your 
interactions with others upbeat, 
heartfelt and uplifting.

CAPRiCoRn 
(DEC. 22-JAN. 19). 
Although you prefer your privacy now 
-- which is why you might take a back 
seat to whatever is going on around you 
-- this is an affectionate, warm, sociable 
day! On top of that, you might see ways 
to boost your income! Whatever you do 
today will be a win-win.

AQUARiUs 
(JAN. 20-FEB. 18). 
Today is full of harmony in all your 
relationships. You will encounter 
abundance and generosity wherever 
you go. Opportunities for inner growth 
and appreciation exist, but most of 
all, you will enjoy socializing with 
others. Romantic relationships will be 
affectionate and even dazzling!

PisCes 
(FEB. 19-MARCH 20). 
This is a wonderful day to engage in any 
kind of socializing with others. Whatever 
happens will probably promote your 
appreciation of the arts and yourself. 
You might receive gifts or favors from 
others, especially bosses and people in 
authority. This is a fortunate day for you!

— Georgia Nicols

© 2024, KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, INC.

HoRosCoPe

noRtH

♠  K 9 8 2

♥  9 3

♦  Q J 6 2

♣  K Q 4

West (D)

♠  5

♥  A K J 8 4

♦  K 10 8 5

♣  6 5 2

eAst

♠  6 4

♥  10 7 6 5 2

♦  9 7 3

♣  A J 10

soUtH

♠  A Q J 10 7 3

♥  Q

♦  A 4

♣  9 8 7 3

The bidding:

“Written your letter to Santa 
Claus?” I asked Cy the Cynic 

jovially in the club lounge.
“I have,” Cy replied sourly. “I said 

I would like a fat bank account and 
a skinny body. Not like last year 
when he got the two backward.”

Cy struggles with his weight — 
and also with losing regularly in 
our penny games. He was declarer 
at today’s four spades, and West 
led the king and ace of hearts. Cy 
ruffed, drew trumps and led a club 
to dummy’s king. East took the ace 
and returned the jack. The Cynic 
took dummy’s queen and next 
led the queen of diamonds for a 
finesse. West won and led a club to 
East’s 10 for down one.

“I can make it by leading the 
ace and a second diamond,” Cy 
shrugged, “but how was I to know?”

Cy’s play was wrong. East needs 
one good card for his raise to two 
hearts. If Cy starts the diamonds 
and finds East with the king, he will 
still make the contract since West 

will surely hold the ace of clubs.
West would always defeat the 

contract by shifting to clubs at Trick 
Two, but that defense wasn’t clearly 
indicated.
DAilY QUestion 

You hold: 
♠ K 9 8 2 ♥ 9 3
♦ Q J 6 2 ♣ K Q 4
Your partner opens one heart, 

you bid one spade, he rebids two 
hearts and you try 2NT. Partner then 
bids three clubs. What do you say?

AnsWeR: Most experts would 
treat partner’s bidding as showing 
six hearts, four clubs and minimum 
values. With a stronger 6-4 hand, 
his second bid would have been 
two clubs or three hearts. Bid three 
hearts. With an 11-point hand such 
as A 9 8 2, J 3, A 10 6 2, Q 3 2 with 
prime honors, you could jump to 
four hearts.

N-S VULNERABLE

West noRtH eAst soUtH

1 ♥ Pass 2 ♥ 2 ♠

Pass 4 ♠ All Pass

Opening lead — ♥ K

BRiDGe

©2024, TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
— Frank Stewart

ACRoss 

 1 At the stern
 4 Revolutionary 

tool?
 9 Ebbs
 15 Place to pick 

up trinkets and 
tchotchkes

 17 Action hero 
with amnesia

 18 Physician who 
specializes in 
perioperative 
care

 20 Use one’s gray 
matter

 21 Change
 22 Start of a 

protestor’s cry, 
perhaps

 23 Pair
 24 Pretzel shape
 25 __ package
 26 Prefix with 

thermal
 28 One who never 

draws a blank?
 31 Fried turnovers
 34 Taking after
 35 Seafood paella 

option
 36 Supports
 40 “Sweet!”
 41 Genre with 

retrofuturistic 
technology

 43 Tribute act
 47 __ latte
 48 Toss, slangily
 49 Big stretches
 50 Not awesome
 52 Convent 

figure
 53 Like some 

orange juice
 55 Tricolor cat
 58 “You’re not 

fooling me!,” 
or what 18-, 
28-, and 
43-Across 
might say?

 61 Haitian 
language

 62 Mooches
 63 “__ you right!”
 64 Darts about
 65 Speed Wagon 

maker

DoWn

 1 Amazon berry
 2 Slush __
 3 Canopy 

makeup

 4 Drawing 
worth a lot of 
money?

 5 Tennis great 
Arthur

 6 English 
article

 7 Church cry of 
praise

 8 Postscripts
 9 Fit
 10 Classless one
 11 Summer mo.
 12 Like some 

elders
 13 Secure
 14 Dog for 

pheasant 
hunters

 16 “That didn’t 
escape my 
attention”

 19 Director 
Preminger

 24 Joshes
 25 Fastener
 26 Glam rock?
 27 Australian avian
 28 Light wood
 29 26-Down 

weight
 30 Classless one?
 32 To date

 33 Approach
 36 Crime novelist 

Gerritsen
 37 Place to order 

rolls
 38 “Music for 

Airports” 
composer Brian

 39 Big __ Country
 41 Visit on the way
 42 Link-shortening 

service

 43 Critics of 
good-faith 
efforts

 44 Canon
 45 False front
 46 Depend (on)
 50 Heavy hammers
 51 Red Muppet
 53 Propulsion aid
 54 Versatile 

vehicles, 
for short

 55 Tech review 
site acquired 
by Ziff Davis 
in 2024

 56 Give up
 57 Ish
 59 End of a 

congressional 
address

 60 Retailer that 
sells crampons 
and chalk bags

By Boaz MoserlA tiMes CRossWoRD

WEDNESDAY’S LA TIMES SOLUTION

© 2024 tribune Content Agency, llC. 12/19/24

1122//1199//2244  7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 

4.1 WRC (NBC) + NBCNe.. + News4.. + Little Big Town's Christmas at the Opry + Barry Manilow + News 

4.2 WRC (IND) Roseanne Roseanne King King King King Frasier Frasier Frasier 

5.1 WTTG (Fox) + Fox 5 + TMZ + Hell's Kitchen + Fox 5 at 10 + News 

7.1 WJLA (ABC) + Wheel + Jeopard.. + The Great Christmas Light Fight (SF) + Shark Tank + News 

9.1 WUSA (CBS) + Comma.. + ET + Ghosts + Nate Bargatze + Elsbeth + 9 News

14.1 WFDC (UNI) + Rosa + Fugitivas + Juana + El precio + Noticias

20.1 WDCA (MNTV) + FamFeud + FamFeud + Fox 5 News + TrueCri.. + Crime + FamFe.. + FamFe.. + Dateline

22.1 WMPT (PBS) + Context + Sara's + Death in Paradise + Good Karma + Ripper Street + Farm 

26.1 WETA (PBS) + PBS News Hour + Father Brown + Sister Boniface + Professor T + Amanp..

32.1 WHUT (PBS) + Confluence + Independent Lens + Rudolfo + Kwanzaa + BBCNe..

50.1 WDCW (CW) + BobHeart + BobHeart + Scrabble + Trivial Pursuit + DC News Now + Neighbor

66.1 WPXW (ION) + Chicago P.D. + Chicago P.D. + Chicago P.D. + Chicago P.D. + Chicago

A&E The First 48 Critical Minutes Alaska PD Interrogation Raw First48 

AMC 
(5:45) Movie: National 
Lampoon's Christma... 

Movie: Elf +++ (2003) A man leaves 
Santa's workshop to search for his family. 

Movie: The Polar Express +++

(2004) 

Animal Planet I Was Prey Extinct or Alive Extinct or Alive Extinct or Alive Extinct 

BET Martin Martin Martin Martin Movie: The Perfect Holiday + (2007) 

Bravo 
Southern Charm Southern Charm Southern Charm Watch 

What 
Southern Charm

Cartoon Network King/Hill King/Hill Burgers Burgers Burgers American American American American 

CNN E. B. OutFront (Live) Cooper 360 (Live) The Source (Live) CNN (Live) Laura 

Comedy Central (:10) Office (:45) Office (:20) The Office (:55) Office Office Office Office Office 

Discovery (6:00) Naked and Naked and Afraid XL Naked and Afraid XL 

Disney Big City Big City Movie: Moana Sing-Along (2016) (:50) Place (:15) Place (:40) At The Edge 

E! House of Villains House of Villains House of Villains Snoop Dogg's Villains 

ESPN 
(6:30) Women's College 
Volleyball 

Volleyball
(Live) 

Wm. Volleyball NCAA Tournament, Second 
Semifinal: Teams TBA (Live) 

SportCtr
(Live) 

ESPN2 
College Football R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl: Georgia Southern vs. Sam 
Houston State (Live) 

ESPN Films Roll 
Tide/War Eagle 

Food Network Harry Potter Harry Potter Christmas Cookie Christmas Cookie Cookie 

Fox News Ingraham (Live) Jesse Watters (Live) Hannity (Live) Gutfeld! Fox News

Freeform 
(6:15) Movie: Dashing 
Through the Snow (2... 

(:20) Movie: Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas ++ (2000)
The evil Grinch plots to ruin Christmas in Whoville. 

The 700 
Club 

FX 
(5:00) Movie: Iron 
Man 3 +++ (2013) 

Movie: Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle +++ (2017) Movie: Jumanji: The 
Next Level (2019) 

Hallmark 
(6:00) Movie: A 
Christmas Love Story... 

Movie: 'Tis the Season to Be Merry (2021) Movie: A Royal Christmas (2014)

Hallmark M&M 
(6:00) Movie: A Novel 
Noel (2024) 

Movie: Trading Up Christmas (2024) (P) Movie: All I Need for Christmas
(2024) 

HBO 
(5:55) Movie: Joker 
+++ (2019) 

Movie: Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga +++ (2024) Furiosa 
encounters two tyrannical warlords in the Wasteland. 

Movie: Clash of the 
Titans ++ (2010) 

HGTV Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl 

History Pawn Stars Mountain Men Mountain Men (:35) Mountain Men 

Lifetime 
The Rookie The Rookie The Rookie (:05) The Rookie (:05) The 

Rookie 

MASN Nationals Classics 2020: Washington Nationals vs. New York Mets Bensinger Charlie Ballgame 

Monumental Basketball Charlotte Hornets at Washington Wizards Postgame (Live) NBA Basketball 

MSNBC The ReidOut (Live) All In With (Live) Wagner (Live) Last Word (Live) 11th Hour

MTV Jersey Shore Jersey Shore Jersey Shore Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous

Nat’l Geographic Lost Treasures Lost Treasures Lost Treasures Mysterious Islands Lost 

Nickelodeon SpongeB.. SpongeB.. SpongeB.. SpongeB.. Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 

NWSN On Balance (Live) Cuomo (Live) Dan Abrams (Live) Banfield (Live) Cuomo 

Paramount 
Two and a 
Half Men 

Two and a 
Half Men 

Movie: Ocean's Eleven +++ (2001) A suave ex-con assembles a 
team to rob a casino vault. 

(:55) 

Movie: ...

Paramount+Sho 
(6:45) Movie: The Fabulous Four 
++ (2024) 

Movie: Old School ++ (2003) Dexter: Original Sin The 
Agency 

Syfy (5:20) 

Movie: H... 
(:45) Movie: The Northman +++ (2022) A Viking embarks on a 
quest to avenge his slain father. 

(:45) Movie:
Ambulance (2022) 

TBS Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Grinch Grinch Movie 

TCM 
(6:00) Movie: The 
Black Stallion (1979) 

Movie: Babes in Arms +++ (1939) Movie: Strike Up the Band +++

(1940) 

TLC 1000-lb Sisters Six Schizophrenic Six Schizophrenic Six Schizophrenic Six 

TNT 
NBA Basketball Oklahoma City Thunder at Orlando 
Magic (Live) 

NBA Basketball New York Knicks at 
Minnesota Timberwolves (Live) 

Travel Cleopatra: Mys. Doomsday Caught On Camera Beyond the Unknown Unknown 

TruTV Basketball Oklahoma City Thunder at Orlando Magic NBA Basketball 

TV Land Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond (:20) Raymond Raymond Raymond (:05) King 

TV One CosbySh.. CosbySh.. Different Different Different Different Different Different Different 

USA Network Law-SVU (:50) Law-SVU (:40) Law-SVU Law-SVU (:20) Law-SVU Law-SVU 

VH1 (6:00) Movie: Big Dad... Movie: The Mask +++ (1994) Lv Single Lv Single 

WNC8 Paid Prog. Paid Prog. 7News at.. Paid Prog. SportsTalk WorldNe.. WJLANe.. Paid Prog. National 

LEGEND: Bold indicates new or live programs + High Definition 
Movie Ratings (from TMS)  ++++ Excellent  +++ Good  ++ Fair  + Poor  No stars: not rated

 

television
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BREWSTER ROCKIT: SPACE GUY! TIM RICKARD

CURTIS RAY BILLINGSLEY

SHERMAN’S LAGOON JIM TOOMEY

CRABGRASS TAUHID BONDIA

AGNES TONY COCHRAN

WUMO MIKAEL WULFF & ANDERS MORGENTHALER

MARK TRAIL JULES RIVERA

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM MIKE PETERS

BALDO HECTOR CANTU & CARLOS CASTELLANOS

SALLY FORTH FRANCESCO MARCIULIANO & JIM KEEFE

RED AND ROVER BRIAN BASSET

FRANK AND ERNEST TOM THAVES

RHYMES WITH ORANGE HILARY PRICE

LIO MARK TATULLI

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE CHRIS BROWNE

BLONDIE DEAN YOUNG & JOHN MARSHALL

CLASSIC PEANUTS CHARLES SCHULZ

CLASSIC DOONESBURY GARRY TRUDEAU PICKLES BRIAN CRANE

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE STEPHAN PASTIS
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BEETLE BAILEY GREG, BRIAN & NEAL WALKER

BIG NATE LINCOLN PEIRCE SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY DENNIS THE MENACE H. KETCHAM

FAMILY CIRCUS BIL KEANE REPLY ALL LITE DONNA A. LEWIS

FLASH GORDON DAN SCHKADE

LOOSE PARTS DAVE BLAZEK

BABY BLUES RICK KIRKMAN & JERRY SCOTT

BARNEY AND CLYDE WEINGARTENS & CLARK

CANDORVILLE DARRIN BELL

JUDGE PARKER FRANCESCO MARCIULIANO & MIKE MANLEY

ON THE FASTRACK BILL HOLBROOK

ZITS JERRY SCOTT & JIM BORGMAN

NON SEQUITUR WILEY

MUTTS PATRICK McDONNELL

HEART OF THE CITY STEENZ

FRAZZ JEF MALLETT

PRICKLY CITY SCOTT STANTIS

DUSTIN STEVE KELLEY & JEFF PARKER

GARFIELD JIM DAVIS



Men’s College basKetball

In its Big East opener,
Georgetown takes
another step forward by
routing Creighton, 81-57. D5

College Football

The Ivy league’s century-
old ban on playing in the
postseason will end with
next year’s FCS playoffs. D2

KLMNO
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safety Jeremy chinn was one of two commanders, joining tight end zach ertz, to suffer a concussion sunday against the saints.

What’s asked of an
nFL player wouldn’t
be asked of anyone in
another profession,
and that could be
applied across so
many aspects of this
unusual job. none is
more striking than

watching a colleague get knocked
out cold, kneeling with co-workers
in a circle — please, please, please,
man, move your limbs — as he
comes to, watching him be helped in
a wobbly daze to the locker room
and then hearing the whistle. Time
for the next play.

“It’s a violent game,” quarterback
Marcus Mariota said. “You know
there are things that happen. You
know that’s part of it. But you have
to have a little separation. once the
person either is removed from the
field or comes off, you have to kind
of lock back in. Just because if you
play timid or play scared, you open
up your possibilities of getting hurt
as well.”
These guys are built differently.

on every snap of every game, they
are subjected to career-altering —
no, make that life-altering — danger.
Their response is essentially this:
More, please.

“You think of your brother,”
special teams ace Jeremy Reaves
said. “You check on your brother.
You hope your brother is okay. But
at the same time, hey, you still have
a job to go do. It’s part of it, right?
You can’t let that engulf you.”
on sunday in new orleans, the

Washington Commanders watched
tight end Zach ertz make an
impressive, one-handed catch —
then be unable to stay on his feet by
himself before he was woozily
helped to the sideline. They watched
safety Jeremy Chinn get involved in
a tackle, then lie limply on the turf,

see svrlugA on d3

A beastly brand of fear
Whether you’re an NFL player or an ordinary person, every concussion is frightening

Barry
Svrluga

Christmas pace.
The second edition of the nBA

Cup, an in-season tournament
launched in 2023, accomplished
many of its stated goals and
made clear progress from last
year’s maiden event. But the
rodeo, which has been held at
UnLV every December since
1985, served as a reminder that
aura and ambiance can’t be
manufactured overnight.While
this year’s games were well
played andwell attended, the
T-Mobile Arena crowds were
mostly flat and Commissioner
Adam silver wouldn’t commit to
a return to Las Vegas next year.
Bucks star Giannis

Antetokounmpo, who earned
nBA CupMVP honors, could
only smile when asked to

see on the nBA on d4

LAS VEGAS — The
hottest ticket in
town this past
weekend belonged
to the rodeo, not
the nBA.

Across sin City, cowboy hats
easily outnumbered basketball
jerseys, and leather boots
outstepped sneakers. For the
same price as one seat at the
national Finals Rodeo on
saturday night, a family of five
could have watched annBA Cup
semifinal that afternoon. By the
time theMilwaukee Bucks beat
the oklahoma City Thunder in
Tuesday’s final, the rodeo and its
legions of fans from across the
country had skipped town.
Traffic around the strip was
noticeably lighter, and the city
had returned to a sleepier pre-

NBA Cup could be a winner,
but only if the fans champion it

On the
NBA

Ben

Golliver

eagles at Commanders

Sunday, 1 p.m., Fox

Hurricanes at Capitals

Friday, 7 p.m., Monumental

Hornets at Wizards

7 p.m., Monumental

BY VARUN SHANKAR

It has been an eventful two
weeks for the Washington Wiz-
ards (3-21), who tied the longest
losing streak in franchise history
but avoided a solitary perch over-
looking organizational futility by
winning their next outing. That is
their lone victory in the past
20 games, putting them on pace
for just 10wins.
Through those defeats, inter-

esting nuggets prevail. In this
week’s five things: how veterans
handle the organization’s long-
term approach, a deep dive into
Alex sarr’s defensive rebounding,
a look at Bilal Coulibaly’s defense
andmore.
All stats are entering Wednes-

day’s games.

1. Blocks, but not rebounds

Dilute nBA rim defense to its
base elements, and you’ll find a
basic question: To jump or not to
jump?

see wizArds on d4

analysis

Sarr is building up blocks, but that has drawbacks

NICk WaSS/aSSOCIaTEd PRESS

Alex sarr’s aggressive style of shot blocking can leave him out of position to grab defensive rebounds.

BY BAILEY JOHNSON

The offense was going to slow
down at some point. The Wash-
ington Capitals were not, under
any reasonable expectation, go-
ing to continue to shoot and
score at the highest rate in the
nHL, a mark that was north of
15 percent for a long stretch to
start the season.
There is not much reason for

the Capitals to panic. Teams go
through ebbs and flows, and
Coach spencer Carbery has been
aware for weeks that his team’s
electrifying goal-scoring pace
probably would dip.
But in their past seven games,

the Capitals have scored four
goals twice, three goals once,
two goals twice and one goal
twice. That’s an average of just
2.43 goals per game, a signifi-
cant drop from the four-plus
goals they were averaging for
the first two months of the
season.
“We just had some good

looks,” Carbery said Monday
after Washington lost, 3-1, at the
Dallas stars. “You’ve got to give
[goaltender Jake oettinger]
credit. That’s a world-class goal-
ie, and there’s a reason he’s one
of the best in the world. But we
have to, in those spots, we’ve got
to find a way to break through
and finish in those areas.”
The Capitals are 4-2-1 in their

past seven games, even as the
offense has started to dry up.
Their losses in Dallas and Chica-
go, both ends of a back-to-back
set, are just the second time
they’ve lost consecutive games.
And captain Alex ovechkin, who
has been participating in morn-
ing skates while wearing a non-
contact jersey, has suffered no
setbacks in his recovery from a
broken left fibula and is expect-
ed to return before the end of
the month.
In other words, the sky is not

falling.
The Capitals remain in sec-

ond place in the eastern Confer-
ence and the Metropolitan Divi-
sion, just one point behind the
new Jersey Devils, who have
played three more games.
But Carbery’s job is to keep

his team level and composed
through the ups and downs of
an 82-game season, and Wash-
ington is facing a bit of a rough
patch for the first time.
Carbery didn’t like how the

Capitals played against the Buf-
falo sabres on saturday, even
though they eked out a win.
He was pleased with their

see cApitAls on d5

Suddenly,
o≠ense is
an issue for
the Capitals

Even as scoring dries up,
Washington is 4-2-1

in its past seven games

BY NICKI JHABVALA

The Washington Commanders
were without a kicker in practice
Wednesday: Zane Gonzalez and
practice squad member Greg
Joseph were excused for the
pending births of their children.
“never a dull moment around

here,” Coach Dan Quinn
quipped. “We keep it exciting all
the time.”
Yup. only in Washington.
The news was undoubtedly

joyful for the Commanders and
their specialists, but it was also
the latest twist in a saga that
seems to have no end.
sinceMarch, the Commanders

have signed seven kickers, start-
ing with Brandon McManus,
who they thought would provide
a stable and reliable presence at
the position. But when he was
released in June after sexual
assault allegations (the nFL said
in september there was insuffi-
cient evidence that McManus
violated the personal conduct
policy, and it did not discipline
him), the Commanders began a
lengthy tryout for his replace-
ment.
Ramiz Ahmed arrived first,

followed by Riley Patterson. nei-
ther stuck around for the regular
season. Then Washington ac-
quired Cade York in a trade with
the Cleveland Browns, but he
was cut after the season opener,
and Austin seibert signed soon
after. seibert immediately set a
franchise record with seven field
goals in a win over the new York
Giants, but injuries derailed his
run.
Injuries also derailed the brief

run of seibert’s replacement,
Gonzalez, who missed sunday’s
game in new orleans after mak-
ing 3 of 5 field goal attempts in
three games with Washington.
Joseph, added to the practice
squad Friday, went 2 for 3 against
the saints, missing a critical
54-yard attempt before the two-
minute warning in the fourth
quarter.
still following?
only one other team, the new

York Jets, has used four kickers
in the regular season. Including
the preseason, Washington
stands alone by using a league-
high six kickers in games.
For all the scrutiny of the

quarterback carousel since 2019
in Washington, the team has
brought in just as many kickers
(15) in that span.
And in a season when games

see commAnders on d3

Oh, baby:
Kickers
given the
day o≠

Gonzalez, Joseph miss
Commanders practice

for birth of their children
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THE DAY IN SPORTS

college football

James Madison scores 
its first bowl victory

 Backup quarterback Billy 
Atkins threw for 181 yards and a 
touchdown in his first start since 
2022, leading James Madison to 
the program’s first bowl win as it 
topped Western Kentucky, 27-17, 
on Wednesday in the Boca Raton 
(Florida) Bowl.

JMU was without starting 
quarterback Alonza Barnett III, 
who suffered an injury against 
Marshall on Nov. 30. The Dukes 
turned to Atkins, who had just 
three pass attempts in the past 
two years. 

Atkins went 4 for 5 on a fourth-
quarter drive that ended with a 
21-yard touchdown pass to Taylor 
Thompson for a 24-17 lead with 
9:20 left.

After both teams went three-
and-out, Khairi Manns ended a 
Western Kentucky drive with 3:02 
remaining when he recovered his 
own strip sack. JMU marched 
down the field for a short field 
goal and a 10-point lead.

It was the fifth game this 
season that JMU had three or 
more takeaways.

George Pettaway finished with 
100 rushing yards for James 
Madison (9-4).

Caden Veltkamp led Western 
Kentucky (8-6) with 302 passing 
yards and two touchdowns. ...

Colorado landed former 
Liberty quarterback Kaidon 
Salter out of the transfer portal to 
possibly step in and replace 
Shedeur Sanders next season. 

 Salter figures to compete with 
five-star high school recruit 
Julian  Lewis for the starting job. 
Lewis is expected to join the 
 20th-ranked Buffaloes in the 
spring semester. 

A dual threat, Salter is coming 
off a regular season for the 
Flames in which he ran for 
579 yards and seven touchdowns 
while throwing for 1,886 yards 
and 15 scores. 

Liberty will play Buffalo in the 
Bahamas Bowl on Jan. 4. ...

A federal judge granted Diego 
Pavia’s request for a preliminary 
injunction allowing the 
quarterback to play the 2025 
season and told the NCAA the 
organization cannot take any 
action against Vanderbilt or any 
other university that Pavia plays a 
fifth season for next year. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
William L. Campbell noted that 
current NCAA bylaws had made 
Pavia ineligible to play Division I 
football in 2025 simply because 
the quarterback started his career 
at a junior college. ... 

Alabama all-American safety 
Malachi Moore will miss the 
No. 11 Crimson Tide’s matchup 
against Michigan in the Dec. 31 
ReliaQuest Bowl with an 
undisclosed injury that has 
plagued him this season. ...

Wake Forest hired Washington 
State’s Jake Dickert, two days 
after Dave Clawson resigned 
unexpectedly following 11 seasons 
that included regular bowl bids 
and an ACC division title. 

 Assistant head coach and 
defensive tackles coach Pete 
Kaligis will lead the Cougars in 
the Holiday Bowl next week 
against No. 22 Syracuse.

college basketball

Virginia men fall short 
against No. 21 Memphis

 PJ Haggerty scored 21 of his 
27 points in the second half, and 
No. 21 Memphis shook off a slow 
start to beat Virginia, 64-62, in 
Charlottesville.

The Tigers (9-2) trailed 30-21 at 
halftime and took their first lead 
at 39-37 on a goaltending call in 
what became a 26-7 burst that 
gave them a 47-39 lead. 

Tyrese Hunter and Dain 
Dainja scored 12 points each for 
the Tigers. 

Elijah Saunders scored 15 
points and Taine Murray had 14 
for Virginia (6-5). The Cavaliers 
lost at home for the first time this 
season. 

In other men’s games, Gerald 
Drumgoole Jr. scored 30 points 
to lead host George Washington 
(10-2) to an 82-62 victory over 
Lafayette (5-6); American (6-5) 
suffered an 84-57 loss to 
St. Joseph’s (7-4) in Philadelphia; 
and Richmond (4-7) was handed a 
93-87 loss by William & Mary 
(5-6) in Williamsburg. ...

A man accused of stalking and 
harassing Connecticut star Paige 
Bueckers and who said on social 
media he intended to marry her 
pleaded guilty to a stalking 
charge. Robert Cole Parmalee, 
40, who had an engagement ring 
and lingerie with him when he 
was arrested in August, received a 
one-year suspended sentence and 
three years of probation, a court 
clerk said. ...

The VCU women fell to 5-6 
with a 48-46 loss to East Carolina 
(7-4) in Greenville, North 
Carolina.

soccer

Powerhouses move on 
in English League Cup

Arsenal, Newcastle and 
Liverpool advanced in the 
English League Cup to ensure a 
powerful lineup for the 
semifinals.

Gabriel Jesus scored a hat 
trick — including a crucial second 
goal from an offside position — as 
Arsenal beat Crystal Palace, 3-2, 
to reach the semifinals for the 
first time since the 2021-22 
season.

Liverpool kept alive its title 
defense by winning, 2-1, at 
Southampton, with Darwin 
Nunez and Harvey Elliott the 

scorers in the first half for the 
Premier League leaders.

Newcastle defeated Brentford, 
3-1, behind  two first-half goals by 
midfielder Sandro Tonali and 
advanced to the semifinals for the 
second time in three seasons. The 
Saudi-controlled club, which 
hasn’t won a major trophy since 
1955, lost in the League Cup final 
to Manchester United in 2023. ...

Runaway leader Paris Saint-
Germain opened a 10-point lead 
at the top of the French league 
standings before the year-end 
break with a 4-2 defeat of host 
Monaco  in a match marred by 
goalkeeper Gianluigi 
Donnarumma’s injury.

Ousmane Dembélé scored 
twice and striker Gonçalo Ramos 

put PSG back in the lead with 
seven minutes left as he headed in 
a corner after coming in as a 
substitute.

Donnarumma’s face was 
bloodied after being hit by an 
opponent’s cleat. The Italy 
international took the studs of 
Wilfried Singo’s cleat in the 17th 
minute. ...

Serie A leader Atalanta 
continued its domination of 
domestic soccer with another 
hefty victory in the Italian Cup, 
albeit against second-division 
Cesena.

Charles De Ketelaere and 
Lazar Samardzic each scored 
twice as Atalanta cruised to a 6-1 
win to secure a place in the 
quarterfinals against Bologna.

Roma also eased through 
against lower-league opposition, 
beating Sampdoria, 4-1, to secure 
a quarterfinal match against AC 
Milan. ...

Real Madrid beat Mexican 
team Pachuca, 3-0, in the 
Intercontinental Cup final in 
Lusail, Qatar, making Carlo 
Ancelotti the most decorated 
coach in the club’s history.

Ancelotti lifted his 15th title 
with the Spanish powerhouse, 
surpassing the 14 trophies that 
Miguel Muñoz won. Muñoz 
coached the team in the 1960s 
and 1970s.

Kylian Mbappé, Rodrygo and 
Vinícius Júnior scored as Madrid 
became the most successful club 
in the competition with four 

titles. It also won in 1960, 1998 
and 2002. ...

Fresh off capturing her latest 
global award, Spain playmaker 
Aitana Bonmatí scored a goal 
that helped Barcelona to the 
Women’s Champions League 
quarterfinals as the winner of its 
group. 

Bonmatí raced through and 
poked a finish between the 
goalkeeper’s legs for host 
Barcelona’s second goal in a 3-0 
victory over Manchester City in 
their Group D finale.

olympics

Britain’s Coe makes 
bid to be IOC president

Sebastian Coe, the two-time 
Olympic gold medalist who has 
led track and field’s global 
governing body for the past 
decade, unveiled a platform to 
claim the International Olympic 
Committee presidency that 
includes “protecting” women’s 
sports, modernizing revenue 
streams and giving athletes a 
greater voice.

Coe, a Brit who oversaw the 
2012 London Olympics before 
becoming the president of World 
Athletics in 2015, is one of seven 
candidates running for the IOC 
presidency vacated this year by 
Thomas Bach.

 In a video conference with 
reporters Wednesday and a 
“manifesto” to be publicly 
released Thursday, Coe made his 
case.

Coe positioned himself as an 
experienced, collaborative 
administrator who led World 
Athletics “back from the brink.” 
He vowed he would prioritize the 
quality of competition and make 
IOC decisions more democratic 
among members while also 
taking more decisive stances on 
controversial topics.

Under Bach, the IOC allowed 
individual sporting federations to 
make their own policies about 
hot-button issues, leading to a 
muddled patchwork of rules 
across sports on matters such as 
Russian participation and 
transgender athlete eligibility.

— Adam Kilgore

auto racing

Red Bull drops Pérez 
after recent struggles

Formula One team Red Bull 
dropped Sergio Pérez after 
months of poor results.

Pérez has not won a race since 
April 2023, even as teammate 
Max Verstappen dominated the 
circuit, and the 34-year-old 
Mexican was rarely competitive 
this season.

Red Bull terminated Pérez’s 
contract two years early and said 
a replacement will be announced 
“in due course.” ...

The two teams suing NASCAR 
over an antitrust complaint were 
granted a preliminary injunction 
that will allow them to compete 
as chartered teams in 2025. 

23XI Racing, the team owned 
by Basketball Hall of Famer 
Michael Jordan and three-time 
Daytona 500 winner Denny 
Hamlin, and Front Row 
Motorsports refused in 
September to sign take-it-or-
leave-it revenue sharing offers 
made by NASCAR just 48 hours 
before the start of the playoffs. ...

Fred Lorenzen, a NASCAR 
Hall of Famer and the 1965 
Daytona 500 champion, died at 
89.

misc.

Disgruntled Kakko
traded by the Rangers

The New York Rangers traded 
Kaapo Kakko to the Seattle 
Kraken, ending the winger’s 
tumultuous time in the 
organization less than 36 hours 
after he expressed displeasure 
about being a healthy scratch.

The Rangers received 
defenseman Will Borgen, a 2025 
third-round draft pick and a 2026 
sixth-round pick from Seattle. ...

The Nashville Predators traded 
Alexandre Carrier to the 
Montreal Canadiens for fellow 
defenseman Justin Barron. ...

Patrick Kane scored the 
decisive third-period goal as the 
host Detroit Red Wings beat the 
Philadelphia Flyers, 6-4. ...

Atlanta Hawks guard Kobe 
Bufkin will undergo surgery to 
deal with lingering shoulder 
issues, sidelining him for the rest 
of the NBA season. ...

Two-time Grand Slam 
champion Simona Halep, who is 
working her way back from a 
drug suspension, and tennis 
Hall of Famer Lleyton Hewitt’s 
16-year-old son, Cruz, were 
among the players who were 
awarded wild-card entries  for 
Australian Open qualifying.  The 
tournament begins Jan. 12 in 
Melbourne.

— From news services

and staff reports
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Melbourne, here we come
Carlos Alcaraz joins trainer  Alberto Lledo for a workout in Spain in preparation for the Australian Open, which begins Jan. 12.

Princeton voting a few years later to 
decline bowl invitations and maintain 
their focus on academics.

A few things have changed since then.
As college football grew, the balance 

of power shifted from the Northeast to 
the South. Mammoth stadiums turned 
the sport from a quaint little endeavor 
for the students to a focus of campus 
life. Lucrative television contracts 
helped fuel the business for schools. 
Athletic scholarships became a lure for 
players, and the rise of the NFL gave 
college standouts a chance to make 
football a career.

Still, the Ivy League, which became a 
formal athletic conference in 1954, re-
sisted the temptation of big-money 
college sports, forsaking bowl games 
and what is now called the FCS playoffs 
to avoid the disruption on academics. 

— Associated Press

with Columbia, Dartmouth and Har-
vard sharing the championship; it was 
 Columbia’s first conference title since 
1961. 

The league will spend the offseason 
coming up with a tiebreaker to deter-
mine how its automatic qualifier for the 
FCS playoffs will be awarded. 

 The schools that would later form the 
Ivy League were a force in college 
football in the leather-helmet days that 
predated the forward pass, with Yale 
and Princeton winning 23 of the sport’s 
first 25 unofficial national champion-
ships in the late 1800s. Harvard claimed 
the other two and went on to add five 
more, including a 1919 title that was 
sealed by a victory over Oregon in the 
Rose Bowl.

That would be — for at least the next 
century — the Crimson’s only postsea-
son appearance, with Harvard, Yale and 

BY JIMMY GOLEN

CaMBRIDGE, Mass. — The Ivy League 
will compete in the Football Champion-
ship Subdivision playoffs beginning 
next season, the conference announced  
Wednesday, ending a century-long post-
season ban originally aimed at allowing 
the athletes to focus on their school-
work. 

“It’s a monumental day in the Ivy 
League and a special day to be an Ivy 
League student-athlete,” said Yale wide 
receiver Mason Shipp, who was the 
chair of the conference’s Student-Ath-
lete Advisory Committee that pushed 
for the change after a year-long study. 
“For the future generations that are 
fortunate enough to represent the Ivy 
League in the FCS playoffs, go win us 
some hardware.”

 The 2024 Ivy League season ended 

At last, Ivy League will be in the FCS playo≠s
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Aaron rodgers is still uncertain 
whether he’ll play football beyond 
this season. And if he does, he isn’t 
sure if it’ll even be with the New 
York Jets.

The 41-year-old quarterback 
will consider any and all scenarios 
during the offseason. That in-
cludes mentoring a youngster 
who might someday take his job. 
or even adjusting his contract 
again to stay with the Jets next 
season. 

“Yeah, I’m open to everything,” 
rodgers said after practice 
Wednesday.

He also envisions being even 
healthier to start next season than 
he was this season, coming off a 
torn Achilles’ tendon. 

“Yeah, it’s possible,” he said be-
fore smiling. “might be sitting on a 
beach, though.”

rodgers’s future will be a sto-
ryline until there’s clarity in the 
offseason, whether he’s back with 
the Jets, retires or is released and 
plans to play elsewhere. But he 
reiterated his first choice is to 
remain in New York.

“There’s a lot of reasons why 
this would be a great opportunity,” 
he said. “But I’m going to see what 
happens.”
l 49ers: San francisco Coach 

Kyle Shanahan said the team is 
getting close to ruling out star left 
tackle Trent Williams for the rest 
of the season. His injured ankle 
isn’t healing as fast as the 49ers 
had hoped.

Williams has missed the past 
four games with the injury as the 
49ers have fallen to the brink of 
playoff elimination. He was un-
able to get back to practice at the 
start of this week.

That raised questions about 
whether San francisco would be 
better off shutting the 36-year-old 
down and start getting him ready 
for next season.

The 49ers also were missing 
running back Isaac Guerendo at 
practice Wednesday as they pre-
pared to face the miami Dolphins. 
Guerendo hurt his hamstring in a 
loss Thursday against the Los An-
geles rams. 
l BroWns: Cleveland placed 

running back Nick Chubb on in-
jured reserve, officially ending a 
comeback season after he suffered 
a severe knee injury last year.

Chubb broke his foot early in 
the second half of Sunday’s  loss to 
the Kansas City Chiefs. 
l Falcons: Atlanta placed 

kicker Younghoe Koo on injured 
reserve and signed kicker riley 
Patterson from Cleveland’s prac-
tice squad.

Koo battled a right hip injury 
earlier in the season, but the fal-
cons did not say whether that was 
the injury that will force him to 
miss the rest of the regular season.

The falcons released kicker 
Tanner Brown from their practice 
squad.
l gIanTs: After sitting out a 

game with an injury to his left 
heel, Drew Lock is expected back 
at quarterback when New York 
faces the falcons on Sunday in 
Atlanta.

Coach Brian Daboll said Lock 
has recovered and will start when 
the Giants try to snap a franchise-
record-tying nine-game losing 
streak. 

Tommy DeVito started against 
the ravens on Sunday and suf-
fered a concussion in the first half 
of the 35-14 loss. He remains in the 
protocol.
l lIons: Detroit defensive end 

Aidan Hutchinson is aiming to 
return from a gruesome injury 
and help the franchise play for the 
NfL title. 

“I’m on track for my goal of 
returning for the Super Bowl,” 
Hutchinson said on “The Squeeze” 
podcast. “I keep telling all the boys 
when I see them in the facility, I’m 
like: ‘You guys just got to get there. 
I promise you — I’m going to be 
back.’” ...

The Lions are holding out hope 
that running back David mont-
gomery might be able to return 
from what was believed to be a 
season-ending knee injury. 

“We’re in a holding pattern as of 
right now,” Coach Dan Campbell 
said. “That’s a positive.”
l TITans: Tennessee is keep-

ing second-year quarterback Will 
Levis on the bench and starting 
the backup who is on a one-year 
deal. 

The decision to start mason ru-
dolph also gives the Titans  a 
chance to show their improve-
ment under first-year coach Brian 
Callahan on Sunday when they 
visit Indianapolis.

nFl notes

Rodgers 
remains 
uncertain 
about 2025

from a concussion, did not 
 practice.

Guard Sam Cosmi did not 
practice because of an illness, 
while center Tyler Biadasz, who 
missed Sunday’s game because of 
an illness, returned to the field.

Wide receiver Luke mcCaffrey 
(shoulder), defensive tackle 
Daron Payne (back) and center 
michael Deiter (ankle) were lim-
ited.

another surprise

Quarterback Jayden Daniels 
turned 24 on Wednesday. To 
commemorate the occasion, 
rookie cornerback mike Sainris-
til surprised Daniels by bringing 
out a small cake with a No. 5 
candle and serenading him be-
fore his news conference.

the defensive line during the 
brief media-viewing portion of 
the workout.

It seems unlikely the team 
would activate him before Sun-
day’s game against the Philadel-
phia Eagles. But the final two 
weeks, against the Atlanta fal-
cons on “Sunday Night football” 
and then at the Dallas Cowboys 
in the season finale, could be 
possible return dates, depending 
on how Allen feels as his work-
load increases.

Injury updates

Safety Jeremy Chinn, who suf-
fered a concussion in the victory 
at New orleans, cleared enough 
of the protocol to be a limited 
participant in practice. Tight end 
Zach Ertz, who also is recovering 

ravens.
The possibility of a return 

became real a few weeks ago, 
Quinn said, after Allen had a 
positive checkup with his sur-
geon.

“Post-surgery to where that 
started it to say, ‘okay, this is 
something that potentially could 
be there,’” Quinn added. “And 
then you had to make the next 
marker. … Seeing the surgeon, 
seeing that process go, because 
he looked not like a person that 
had this surgery. Usually you see 
a lot less on one side. He’s built 
different, that’s for sure. But it 
was within the last month where 
this trajectory was taking place.”

Allen was limited in practice 
Wednesday and was seen partici-
pating in individual work with 

around 40 … but we have a 
pretty good track record of Hail 
marys, so we may just do that.”

By late afternoon Wednesday, 
Gonzalez and his wife welcomed 
their baby, while the Joseph 
family was still awaiting the 
arrival of theirs.

“Totally happy circumstances 
there,” ott said, “but for it to 
happen on the same day, you 
can’t make this story up.”

early christmas for d-line

The Commanders opened the 
21-day practice window for de-
fensive tackle Jonathan Allen, a 
surprise but welcome develop-
ment for Washington’s line. Allen 
was placed on injured reserve 
after suffering a pectoral injury 
in Week 6 against the Baltimore 

have been especially close — 254 
games across the league have 
finished within one score, the 
third most through Week 15 of a 
season this century — Washing-
ton’s inconsistency at the posi-
tion has been costly and frustrat-
ing.

“It has been, for sure,” Quinn 
said. “And, honestly, the people I 
give a lot of credit to are [long 
snapper Tyler ott and holder 
Tress Way]. They’ve had to do 
the most work. When you’re a 
specialist, there’s a lot of very 
specific skill work that goes into 
that.”

The challenge of adjusting to 
multiple kickers is felt by many, 
but for Way, who is also the 
punter and the emergency kick-
er, a new kicker means a new 
undertaking. It’s on Way and ott 
to adjust the kicking operation 
and get comfortable enough to 
perform it in a game. Some 
kickers like to play the wind with 
the hold, while some prefer the 
hold to be uniform every time. 
Some have different timings to 
their kicks, and some have dif-
ferent cues for the snap.

“In our world, consistency 
and timing and rhythm is espe-
cially important for the group, 
so it has definitely added a layer 
of adapting,” ott said. “I don’t 
want to say stress. It’s just not as 
smooth, and it’s unlucky, and I 
feel bad for the guys that come in 
and get hurt. … It’s just unusual 
to see it happen as much as it has 
here.”

on Wednesday, without a 
kicker on the side field, practice 
for Way and ott was a bit 
different. They went over protec-
tions and discussed Way’s kick-
ing threshold.

His annual practice as an 
emergency kicker was last week. 
“I made them all last week, but I 
forgot how far they were from,” 
he joked. “I blacked out, it 
happened so fast.”

Way claims to have hit from 67 
yards in practice — in high 
school. His career long in high 
school was 54 yards, but that was 
off a tee.

“I was 1 for 6 in my college 
career — thanks for bringing it 
up,” said Way, who played at 
oklahoma. “I bet I’m good from 

commanders from d1

Kickers miss practice, but they had a good reason
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Washington’s greg Joseph, above, and fellow kicker Zane gonzalez were excused from practice for the pending births of their children.

Philadelphia, Atlanta and Dallas 
are paramount for Washington’s 
season. The coming years are 
more important for the lives of 
those three players. In that 
context, the Commanders’ 
position in the playoff picture 
doesn’t matter. Their health 
does.

“What’s been good over the 
course of the last few years is 
just how open and honest 
people are about those 
symptoms,” mariota said. 
“Because early on in my career, 
you got a concussion, it was 
kind of like, ‘Shake it off and get 
back to the next play or the next 
game.’ That’s been good for us as 
players, to be honest about how 
you feel. Because it’s a scary 
thing.”

yanked the reins — hard. He 
had already recovered from a 
concussion suffered in Week 3 
against Cincinnati. This is 
serious for football, sure. But it’s 
serious for life, too.

“Hey, man, it’s week to week,” 
Ekeler told Paulsen. “It’s one of 
those things I want to continue 
to learn more about: Hey, it’s my 
second concussion. Am I more 
susceptible for a third one now 
that I’ve had two, and 
[considering] the severity of 
mine? It’s a learning process for 
me because I’ve never had 
anything like this — this bad 
and twice in the same year.”

Chinn appeared at 
Washington’s practice 
Wednesday. Ekeler and Ertz did 
not. The coming games against 

displaying what exit number is 
for which direction, then 
around again. The brain must 
process what all those moving 
parts mean and get the body to 
react. It took months to safely 
drive across town.

That’s one experience. It’s 
different for everyone.

“for concussions, they all 
have a life of their own,” Ekeler 
said this month on 106.7 the 
fan.

Nine days after he couldn’t 
remember coming off the field 
against Dallas, Ekeler made his 
weekly appearance on the 
“Grant and Danny” show. 
 Co-host Grant Paulsen, listening 
to Ekeler’s mostly upbeat 
assessment, said it sounded as if 
his season wasn’t over. Ekeler 

into tears in front of a doctor 
you didn’t know — frustration 
mixed with fear — wasn’t 
uncommon.

The rehab instructions 
included playing simple board 
games such as “Sorry” to 
practice counting and moving a 
game piece at the same time — 
then finding that task damn 
near impossible. Getting 
through a day meant writing 
down menial tasks in the most 
minute details: find number for 
doctor. Call doctor. make 
appointment. Get keys. Lock 
door.

Driving proved to be a 
cognitive potpourri. The eyes 
have to move from the car in 
front of you to the rearview 
mirror to the road sign 

motionless for what seemed like 
minutes. They had already 
endured running back Austin 
Ekeler going off late in a 
November game against Dallas, 
a memory-erasing hit to the 
head sending him to injured 
reserve.

After all that, you’re supposed 
to go play this violent sport with 
the same type of violence?

“for sure, it is a challenge,” 
Coach Dan Quinn said. “… At 
that point, the focus is on the 
player. Being able to get into the 
next space — that does take 
mental training to go on to the 
next thing. Because you don’t 
want to be callous to say, ‘Next 
man up’ or [anything like] that. 
That’s not what we say at all. 
But you do have to shift back 
into the mode of the game and 
responsibilities.”

one theme as the 
Commanders approach the final 
three games of the regular 
season — games that will 
determine whether they make 
the playoffs for the first time 
since the 2020 season — will be 
their health. In a day-to-day 
world, those updates appear on 
an injury report. By friday, 
injured players will be listed as 
“questionable” or “doubtful” or 
“out,” and that will help inform 
fans about Washington’s 
chances Sunday against 
Philadelphia. (It’ll help inform 
bookmakers, too, on how to set 
the line on the game.)

But I can’t shake the idea that 
assessing concussed players 
with a line on a sheet of paper is 
dehumanizing to a degree. We 
can imagine what it takes to 
rehab a pulled hamstring or a 
torn knee ligament. rebuilding 
a brain is different. I have seen 
it up close.

A few years ago, a close 
relative suffered a concussion in 
a fall. The rehabilitation process 
was some combination of 
demanding and demoralizing. 
Doctors would provide tests: 
recite back this string of eight 
numbers. repeat a list of 
objects: apple, button, car, etc. 
In normal times, it’s simple 
stuff. In those foggy days, it read 
like quantum physics. Bursting 

svrluga from d1

barry svrluga

In game of violence, concussions can make everything questionable
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“For concussions, they all have a life of their own,” said running back austin ekeler, who was concussed last month against the cowboys.
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their triumph. NBA staffers 
prepared a champagne 
celebration room — complete 
with goggles, protective plastic 
coverings and Cup champion 
posters — but three cases of moët 
& Chandon were left untouched 
in a cardboard box buried in a 
back closet. one league employee 
said rivers nixed the champagne 
celebration because he was too 
superstitious, presumably 
because he expects his team to 
compete for a bigger prize in 
June.

“The last time I drank a little 
bit of champagne, when we won 
the [2021] championship, I had a 
full body cramp,” 
Antetokounmpo said. “So I try to 
stay away from it. Guys should 
celebrate this. You never know if 
you’re going to be on this stage 
again. This has been a great trip. 
All of [my teammates and 
coaches] need a glass of wine and 
a good steak, chicken or fish, 
whatever they choose.”

By returning for a second year 
with a simplified name, a new 
television deal, a tweaked 
schedule and a high-quality 
standard set by mVP-level 
headliners, the NBA Cup gained 
legitimacy — even if it wasn’t able 
to nudge the bull riders and 
barrel racers off center stage.

Therein lies the most 
fundamental question for the 
NBA: Does Las Vegas make sense 
as a permanent home for the 
NBA Cup, or could the league 
draw more enthusiastic crowds 
by cycling host cities as it does 
with All-Star Weekend?

Silver acknowledged Tuesday 
that he was “not sure” whether 
the 2025 event would be held in 
Las Vegas, adding that some 
teams have “expressed interest” 
in playing all NBA Cup games in 
home markets rather than at a 
neutral site. 

He pointed out that scheduling 
logistics could make that switch 
difficult and said there was some 
benefit to building a “tradition” 
in Las Vegas, where “you have a 
lot of fans here who can circle 
these dates on the calendar and 
plan a holiday around it.”

rivers, for his part, had just 
one condition if the NBA Cup 
moves: “Just no cold places, 
please.”

Antetokounmpo revealed he had 
promised teammate Liam 
robbins, an Iowa native who 
went undrafted in 2023, that 
“we’re going to go all the way and 
we’re going to get you a house in 
Iowa.”

Unless the quality of play 
drops off in subsequent years or 
the NBA decides it must do 
something to further boost 
viewership, the league can 
probably resist calls to add new 
incentives — such as improved 
positioning in the draft or a 
guaranteed spot in the playoffs — 
for the NBA Cup winners. The 
cash is working.

Saturday’s entertaining 
semifinals featured plenty of 
signs of genuine competition: 
Trae Young led the Atlanta 
Hawks on a spirited upset bid 
before Antetokounmpo slammed 
the door with a fourth-quarter 
scoring barrage and a brilliant 
block at the rim, and Gilgeous-
Alexander broke open a defensive 
slugfest against the Houston 
rockets with a relentless second-
half performance. Bucks Coach 
Doc rivers showed footage of 
Antetokounmpo’s block to his 
team in the triumphant locker 
room, and security had to squash 
a shoving match between the 
Thunder and rockets late in the 
fourth quarter.

“This had a little bit of a march 
madness feel,” Gilgeous-
Alexander said. “Neutral 
grounds, nobody is home, you’re 
on the road, single-game 
elimination. It’s a little bit of 
nerves.”

Though milwaukee prevailed, 
97-81, in a one-sided final, it 
wasn’t for lack of trying by 
oklahoma City. Antetokounmpo 
simply dominated the Thunder’s 
undersized front line, posting a 
triple-double with 26 points, 
19 rebounds and 10 assists. 
frustration mounted for 
oklahoma City guard Lu Dort 
and Coach mark Daigneault, who 
earned technical fouls as the 

compare the event to the 
EuroLeague final four, which he 
attended in Berlin in may.

“obviously, the atmosphere is 
a little bit different with the 
crowd,” Antetokounmpo said, 
recalling the die-hard fans from 
Greece and Turkey who banged 
drums and jumped up and down 
in unison. “I wish we had that 
atmosphere in the NBA, but we 
don’t.”

It could take years for the NBA 
Cup, a 30-team tournament that 
converges on Las Vegas for its 
final four, to become a 
destination event. for now, the 
NBA has some reasonable 
counterpoints to skeptics who 
felt the new tournament was a 
contrived attempt to boost early-
season interest and lacked 
compelling stakes beyond prize 
bonuses for the players and a 
golden trophy.

After launching the event as 
the clunkily named “In-Season 
Tournament,” the NBA rebranded 
it as the NBA Cup and secured 
Emirates Airlines as its title 
sponsor. The NBA also included 
the rights to air NBA Cup games 
in its new 11-year broadcasting 
deal with Amazon, solidifying the 
endeavor as a long-term 
proposition.

Importantly, the superstar 
class has bought into the NBA 
Cup. LeBron James led the Los 
Angeles Lakers to the first title in 
2023, and Antetokounmpo and 
oklahoma City’s Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander, a pair of mVP 
candidates, battled for this year’s 
crown.

fears that the NBA Cup would 
flop because the biggest names 
would jog through it like another 
All-Star Game have proved 
unfounded. Several players and 
coaches acknowledged that the 
$514,970 prize money for each 
player on the championship team 
was a motivating factor. After 
securing the title, 
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This could be a marquee event, 
but will the fans ever buy in?

professional basketball

That quintet is shooting a com-
bined 24 for 75 (32 percent) from 
the floor and 8 for 36 (22.2 percent) 
from three-point range when 
guarded by Coulibaly.

NBA.com also tracks the differ-
ence between a player’s normal 
shooting percentage and his shoot-
ing percentage when a specific de-
fender guards him. Coulibaly’s as-
signments shoot 3.1 percentage 
points worse, the eighth-best mark 
among guards who have faced at 
least 250 shots.

“I get really mad when some-
body scores on me,” he said.

5. And-ones

Carrington, speaking after Sun-
day’s loss to the defending NBA 
champions, outlined the difficul-
ties of getting to the free throw line: 
“It’s impossible for a rookie. Liter-
ally. Impossible.” ...

Coach Brian Keefe, 48, grew up 
in massachusetts as a Celtics fan. 
He came of age during their 1980s 
championship run and said he at-
tended a game or two each year. 
His favorite players? Larry Bird 
and Dennis Johnson. ...

The Wizards split into two 
groups Dec. 10 for charity events, 
one at a hospital and the other at 
Savoy Elementary School. At 
school, players handed out pizza 
and gifted scooters to students. 
forward Anthony Gill went 
around the room and spoke with 
multiple students. Carrington, 19, 
did a TikTok dance with students 
and later rode one of the scooters 
around the gym. ...

A question for the next two 
weeks: forward Justin Champag-
nie has averaged 16.5 points and 
9.5 rebounds in the four games 
since he joined the starting lineup. 
Several injured wings, including 
Corey Kispert, Kyle Kuzma and 
Kyshawn George, seem close to 
returning. Has Champagnie, an 
undrafted 23-year-old in his fourth 
NBA season, played well enough to 
carve out a spot in the rotation?

basketball with the other.

4. C’est la vie for Coulibaly

It has become an assumption 
rather than a point of intrigue that 
Coulibaly will guard the best play-
er on the opposing team. Night 
after night, possession after pos-
session, the second-year swing-
man confronts some of the league’s 
top players — and rarely takes a 
play off.

Bub Carrington said he occa-
sionally will ask Coulibaly if he 
needs a break from his strenuous 
assignment. Coaches do the same 
to the frenchman, whose response 
is always the same: Thanks, but no.

“I’m on the court for that, so let 
me do my job,” Coulibaly said after 
Sunday’s loss to the Boston Celtics.

Coulibaly has paired effort with 
effectiveness. NBA.com’s tracking 
shows he has been among the best 
defenders in the league. The five 
players he has guarded for the 
most minutes are stars: Trae 
Young, Jayson Tatum, Donovan 
mitchell, Damian Lillard and 
franz Wagner.

That hasn’t happened — and his 
hands are part of the reason.

on plays when he rolls to the 
hoop, Sarr is averaging 0.49 points 
per possession, according to 
NBA.com. That is the lowest 
among players who have had at 
least 40 such possessions. The 
 second-worst player is at 0.84.

Sarr has made just six of nine 
alley-oop attempts, according to 
NBA.com.

Compare that with Dallas mav-
ericks center (and former Wizards 
player) Daniel Gafford, who is at 
1.15 points per possession as the 
roller and has finished 22 of 28 
alley-oops. Having good hands is 
important down low, Gafford said 
before the mavericks’ Dec. 5 
matchup with the Wizards.

“You’ve got to expect the unex-
pected,” he said.

He noted that being an effective 
vertical threat is about being in the 
right spot at the right time. Gafford 
said he used tennis ball workouts 
to improve his hand-eye coordina-
tion. one involved him dribbling 
the tennis ball with one hand and a 

NBA season and is entering the 
prime of his career?

“I show up and do my job. Every 
day, do my best. Every day, come in 
and try to help the team in whatev-
er way I can,” said Bagley, who is 
averaging 4.8 points in 8.4 min-
utes. “... The decision-making is 
beyond me. I don’t have a say in 
that. I don’t get to choose. But I’ll be 
ready when my number is called.”

3. sarr struggles to hold on

When a quarterback fails to 
slide properly, fans and reporters 
wonder whether they should work 
with the local baseball team. By a 
similar logic, Sarr may need to start 
hitting the JUGS machine with 
Washington Commanders wide re-
ceiver Terry mcLaurin, because if 
you watch a Wizards game, you’ll 
probably see the rookie fumble or 
drop a pass.

That flaw often affects his re-
bounding but also plagues his of-
fensive impact. Even if Sarr’s pe-
rimeter game doesn’t develop, his 
athleticism could make him an ef-
fective threat rolling to the rim. 

have played and in-game decisions 
— such as Sarr taking more than 
four three-pointers per game — 
that prioritize long-term growth 
over wins.

That sounds great if you’re a 
member of that youth movement 
and have your entire career ahead. 
But how do veterans, some of 
whom could impact winning more 
directly than those above them on 
the depth chart, feel about the 
team’s priorities?

It helps to have a clear view, 
which 32-year-old Jonas Valanciu-
nas seemed to receive in conversa-
tions with General manager Will 
Dawkins before signing a three-
year, $30 million contract over the 
summer.

“I know what’s going on. I know 
we have a bright future in front of 
us, so we got to keep following the 
plan, keep working, keep grinding, 
keep getting better,” Valanciunas 
said this month. “I’m [an] older 
guy, but in this environment I got 
to be young.”

What about marvin Bagley III, 
who is just 25 but in his seventh 

The first answer asks the de-
fender to leap and use his long 
arms to block or alter a shot at-
tempt. The second relies on posi-
tioning, being in the right spot to 
make a shot as difficult as possible.

The Wizards want Sarr, the No. 2 
draft pick, jumping — and with 
good reason. The rookie is blocking 
more than 3 percent of opponents’ 
shots while he’s on the floor, per 
analytics site Cleaning the Glass, a 
mark in the 85th percentile among 
big men.

“You got special shot blockers in 
the league that you ... tell them to 
go get everything and we’ll figure it 
out,” center richaun Holmes said 
in mid-November. “Alex is one of 
those guys.”

A drawback to such a scheme is 
that Sarr’s aggression can put him 
out of position to grab defensive 
rebounds. He is in the 31st percen-
tile among bigs in defensive re-
bounding rate, per Cleaning the 
Glass. It is not a problem unique to 
Washington. Six of the top 10 teams 
in blocks per game are in the bot-
tom half of the league in defensive 
rebounding rate.

In several instances this season, 
Sarr has helped force a miss — a 
win for the defense. But   his effort 
often leaves his man open to pro-
long the offensive possession. It 
falls to Sarr’s teammates to fill 
those gaps and protect him, the 
same way his effort at the rim 
erases their mistakes on the 
 perimeter.

But Sarr’s rebounding issues 
can’t entirely be attributed to his 
defensive responsibilities. Eigh-
teen players have a block rate as 
good or better than Sarr’s, per 
Cleaning the Glass; he is the fourth 
worst among them in defensive 
rebounding percentage. He often 
gets outmuscled by veteran big 
men or reacts too slowly to the ball, 
mistakes that need to be limited to 
increase the value of his rim pro-
tection.

2. Veterans get the long game

The front office’s actions this 
year have made it clear this season 
is primarily about development. 
The organization won’t be diverted 
from the methodical plan it be-
lieves will generate sustained suc-
cess. That means not rushing its 
young players. Washington will 
give them ample time to fail, 
 improve and fail again.

The strategy is evident in the 
heavy minutes the team’s rookies 
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As losses pile up, Wizards give young players time to learn
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Bilal Coulibaly welcomes the chance to match up against the likes of Jayson Tatum. “I’m on the court for that, so let me do my job,” he said.

WIZaRDS’ next tHRee

vs. Charlotte Hornets

thursday 7 Monumental

at Milwaukee Bucks

Saturday 8 Monumental  

at Oklahoma City thunder

Monday 8 Monumental 2

Radio: WTEM (980 AM)

football.” A small section of 
Bucks fans, some donning 
cheeseheads, saluted 
Antetokounmpo’s late-game 
heroics in the semifinals, and 
Gilgeous-Alexander inspired 
scattered “o-K-C!” chants as he 
put away the rockets.

“five days ago, no one from 
milwaukee knew [the Bucks] 
were going to be here,” rivers 
said. “No one from oklahoma 
knew [the Thunder was] going to 
be here. It’s tough. You’re not 
going to have like a two-week 
period so people can plan [trips] 
and come. That would be the only 
issue that would be nice to figure 
out, but I don’t know how you 
figure that out.”

Players and coaches still have 
plenty to figure out, like how to 
value the NBA Cup — an 
accomplishment that lacks 
history and doesn’t stack up to a 
championship. The Lakers 
somewhat sheepishly raised a 
Cup banner to the Crypto.com 
Arena rafters under orders from 
the NBA last season.

The Bucks adopted a similar 
approach, smiling and laughing 
in a subdued locker room after 

media influencers in a scaled-
down version of NBA finals 
media day. 

for small-market teams such 
as the Thunder and Bucks, who 
weren’t invited to play in the 
NBA’s Christmas showcase next 
week, this past weekend might 
have provided the most national 
attention they will receive until 
the postseason.

“As far as the media and all the 
outside noise surrounding 
games, I think it is a big deal,” 
Thunder guard Jalen Williams 
said. “But it’s very hard, if not 
impossible, to actually replicate 
[fans] wearing the same jersey 
throughout the whole entire 
arena like oklahoma does [in the 
playoffs].”

Shifting the semifinals from 
Thursday in 2023 to Saturday 
this year seemed to help fill out 
the building, and it theoretically 
gave fans a few extra days to 
arrange travel to Las Vegas. 
While much of the crowd 
sounded like nonpartisan locals, 
the Hawks enjoyed a boost 
because fans from Atlanta were 
in town to see the falcons play 
the raiders on “monday Night 

game slipped away during the 
third quarter.

Even so, the buzz around this 
year’s event was undercut by a 
lack of regional ties or big-market 
teams with national fan bases: 
Las Vegas is more than 1,000 
miles away from the home 
markets of all four semifinalists, 
making it difficult to replicate the 
excitement generated by Lakers 
fans last year. As the Bucks pulled 
away in the fourth quarter of the 
championship game, a relatively 
quiet crowd passed the time with 
a vigorous rendition of the wave.

To help with the atmosphere, 
the NBA invited former stars 
such as oscar robertson and 
Blake Griffin, filled courtside 
seats with well-known rappers 
and hosted a red carpet entry for 
celebrity guests. The golden 
court, lit up by a strong spotlight 
in the arena, channeled Las 
Vegas’s showiness without being 
as garish as some of the painted 
designs used in the NBA Cup’s 
opening round.

Before the semifinals, 
representatives from each team 
held formal news conferences 
and took questions from social 
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Every player on the Milwaukee Bucks earned $514,970 in prize money for claiming the NBA Cup title. 
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BY STEVEN GOFF

After addressing goalkeeping 
and attacking voids this mLS off-
season, D.C. United on Wednesday 
turned to the depleted defense by 
acquiring center back Lukas 
macNaughton from Nashville SC.

macNaughton, 29, comes 
cheap: United relinquished 
$150,000 in general allocation 
money this year — plus another 
$50,000 in 2026, should he meet 
certain performance thresholds — 
and becomes responsible for a sal-
ary that was just $102,000 in 2024. 
He has one year left on his con-
tract.

D.C. General manager Ally 
 mackay worked in the Nashville 
front office when that club ac-
quired macNaughton from Toron-
to fC in 2023.

“Lukas is an experienced de-
fender who has impressive defen-
sive awareness and experience in 
the league,” mackay said in a state-
ment. “We’re excited to welcome 
him to the team and bolster our 
defensive depth.”

United is in dire need of help in 
central defense after declining to 
exercise starter Christopher 
mcVey’s contract option and 
reaching a deal in principle to 
transfer 18-year-old homegrown 
matai Akinmboni to English Pre-
mier League club Bournemouth, 
according to three people close to 
the matter.

Lucas Bartlett will return to an-
chor the back line. matti Peltola 
and Garrison Tubbs — 22-year-
olds entering their second season 
with United — were options last 
year. United conceded 70 goals in 
34 matches, third most in mLS.

macNaughton began his mLS 
career with Toronto, starting 20 

times in 2022 and twice in 2023 
before being traded to Nashville. 
He started 13 matches in 2023 and 
began this past season as a regular 
before suffering a leg injury in 
April that sidelined him until 
 october.

A Canadian with U.S., Austrian 
and Belgian ties, macNaughton 
played at the University of Toronto 
and signed in 2019 with Pacific fC 
of the Canadian Premier League. 
He is one of the few players to 
make the jump from the CPL to 
mLS. He debuted with the Cana-
dian national team in 2022 for his 
only international appearance.

The trade comes after United 
rebuilt its goalkeeping corps by 
signing Jordan farr (second-flight 
Tampa Bay rowdies) and trading 
for Luis Barraza (New York City 
fC). According to three people 
familiar with United’s plans, the 
team is also on the cusp of acquir-
ing Kim Joon Hong, a 21-year-old 
South Korean who has received 
national team call-ups after a 
standout performance at the 2023 
fIfA Under-20 World Cup.

Last week, United acquired 
Japanese central midfielder Hosei 
Kijima in a trade with expansion 
San Diego fC. This week, it final-
ized the signing of Brazilian wing-
er João Peglow from Poland’s 
 radomiak radom.

macNaughton and Kijima are 
close to receiving green cards for 
permanent residency and will not 
count against mLS’s limit on inter-
national players, one person fa-
miliar with United’s plans said.

United is weighing options in 
the free agent market and the sec-
ond stage of the reentry draft 
Thursday. The college draft will 
take place friday, with United 
holding the No. 10 pick.

United bolsters defense 
by signing a center back 

tals in the teams’ first meeting 
Nov. 3, when Washington was 
playing on the second night of a 
back-to-back and appeared 
helpless in the face of Carolina’s 
relentless forecheck.

This time around, both teams 
will be fully rested. The Capitals 
will be looking to prove Tues-
day’s loss in Chicago was a fluke, 
not an indicator of an impend-
ing collapse. The Hurricanes 
will be a significant test for that 
determination.

“We’ve had a lot of history 
against each other, at least since 
I’ve been here,” center Nic Dowd 
said after the loss in November. 
“It’s always a war.”

“maybe it’s bearing down a 
little harder or kind of just 
taking the goalie’s eyes away,” 
winger Taylor raddysh said. “… 
Get back to going to the net like 
we have been all year.”

Added defenseman Jakob 
 Chychrun: “We talk a lot about 
our [offensive-zone] structure. 
We just need to continue to 
work on that and find ways to 
get open for your partner.”

The Carolina Hurricanes 
come to Capital one Arena on 
friday for what almost certainly 
will be an intense, highly com-
petitive matchup between two 
of the top teams in the metro. 
The Hurricanes beat the Capi-

ances that Washington leaned 
on last season, when the puck 
never went in easily.

 performance in Dallas, despite 
an absent finishing touch. In 
Chicago, Carbery was as visibly 
disappointed with his team’s 
play as he has been all season 
after Washington allowed three 
goals in the third period to lose 
to the Blackhawks.

“The excuse that I’m sure will 
be dropped is the travel and 
that,” said Carbery, whose team 
traveled to Chicago on the 
morning of the game after get-
ting stuck in Dallas the previous 
night. “But [we] should still be 
able to get through that. Just, for 
whatever reason, didn’t have it.”

Added defenseman John Carl-
son: “We weren’t our usual 
selves. If we play even close to 
how we do with a two-goal lead, 
I think the game’s a lot different. 
But we didn’t, and you leave 
yourself susceptible for stuff to 
happen.”

Good teams are going to have 
bad nights. In an NHL season, 
every team — even the Stanley 
Cup champion — will turn in a 
handful of games where it was 
outplayed by an opponent that 
is inferior on paper. There is no 
reason to believe Washington is 
headed for a major skid after 
losing two in a row.

“Kind of just slow everywhere 
on the ice,” winger Andrew man-
giapane said. “Got to kind of 
learn from it. We’re a good team 
when we’re playing together as a 
five-man unit and playing 
quick.”

But while the Capitals are not, 
at least for now, able to score 
seemingly at will anymore, get-
ting out of this rough patch 
before it turns into a significant 
slide probably will require a 
return to the tight-checking, 
defensively committed perform-
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Capitals’ high-flying o≠ense is beginning to sputter
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In losses at Dallas and Chicago, Pierre-Luc Dubois and the Capitals have been heading the wrong way.

BY SPENCER NUSBAUM

The starting pitcher market is 
not thin, but it is thinning. The 
Washington Nationals’ starting 
rotation is in a better spot than it 
was a year ago, but even a con-
servative appraisal suggests it is 
at least one veteran starter short. 
These two truths have yet to inter-
sect, even in the immediate after-
math of mLB’s winter meetings.

Will they soon?
Some factors to consider: 

Washington’s brass says it is fairly 
happy with its starting pitching 
depth. much of the organizational 
scuttlebutt implies that a middle-
of-the-order bat remains the pri-
ority, namely at the corners or at 
designated hitter. And, crucially, 
the deals that have materialized 
so far could portend a pricey mar-
ket for Washington to navigate, 
even for pitchers who are not 
considered front-line arms.

In short, these are qualifiers, 
but they do not mean Washington 
is entirely out of the starting 
pitching market. Not when up-
and-down seasons from 

 macKenzie Gore, Jake Irvin, DJ 
Herz and mitchell Parker and 
their collective 4.19 ErA indicate 
that a veteran’s wisdom could 
help unlock some upside. Not 
when Patrick Corbin’s six-year, 
$140 million contract is off the 
books and that quartet of young, 
controllable starters is secured at 
an inexpensive projected post -
arbitration price tag of $5.4 mil-
lion. Not when Josiah Gray is 
rehabbing from Tommy John sur-
gery and is expected to miss, at 
minimum, most of the season.

And not when mike rizzo re-
mains the Nationals’ general 
manager.

“A talented pitcher is always 
welcome,” rizzo said at the winter 
meetings. “You can never have 
enough arms. I think that, in the 
free agent market, there are sev-
eral pitchers that can not only 
take on the rigors of helping us in 
the rotation but also help us in the 
leadership portion of the club-
house.”

So while some stars (Blake 
Snell, max fried) and middle-of-
the-rotation arms (Alex Cobb, 

matthew Boyd) are off the board, 
there remains time to pounce. of 
the 29 free agent starters project-
ed (via fanGraphs) to be worth at 
least one win above replacement 
next season, 17 remain available. 
A handful could fill that role for 
Washington.

Constraints, of course, remain 
a question. During the winter 
meetings, rizzo was asked wheth-
er Washington’s payroll would 
match or exceed last year’s, which 
ranked 24th in mLB and now 
sheds over $40 million with 
 Corbin, right-hander Trevor Wil-
liams and reliever Kyle finnegan 
departing.

His answer: “ownership has 
always given us the resources to 
be competitive.”

The Nationals could follow a 
modest version of the Kansas City 
royals’ approach last offseason. 
After a 106-loss 2023, Kansas City 
signed veterans michael Wacha 
($16 million annually) and even-
tual Cy Young Award finalist Seth 
Lugo ($15 million annually). Both 
were credited, in production and 
leadership, for expediting the 

royals’ rebuild and return to the 
postseason.

Based on the market so far, a 
variety of starter archetypes who 
could command low-to-mid-mar-
ket money include injury-plagued 
upside bets (Spencer Turnbull, 
mike Clevinger), aging journey-
men who each have thrown twice 
as many innings as Washington’s 
quartet has combined (Lance 
Lynn, Kyle Gibson and Charlie 
morton) and a handful of onetime 
all-stars looking to recapture that 
magic (michael Lorenzen, martín 
Pérez).

one other possibility could be a 
reunion with Williams, who ex-
pressed interest in a return after 
his final start in September. His 
market could be tough to gauge, 
given the pros (a 2.03 ErA last 
year) and cons (a 5.55 ErA the 
year before, and he made only 13 
starts in 2024 because of an elbow 
injury). But it would make for a 
simple, clean fit. Williams also has 
a history in a long relief role and 
could transition to the bullpen as 
needed.

And then, of course, there’s the 

Cade Cavalli quandary. This off-
season, rizzo said Cavalli — the 
2020 first-round draft pick who 
missed all of 2023 and 2024 after 
undergoing Tommy John surgery 
and dealing with its ensuing set-
backs — would be on an innings 
limit in 2025 but is no longer in 
“rehab mode” and will compete 
for a job in spring training.

But neither rizzo nor manager 
Dave martinez would commit to 
Cavalli starting the year in the 
rotation, which could create a 
scenario where Cavalli begins the 
year in the minor leagues. At the 
winter meetings, rizzo said the 
impetus is for Cavalli to “finish 
the season strong.”

Though the organization’s 
highest-upside minor league 
arms (Jarlin Susana, Travis 
 Sykora and Alex Clemmey) are 
multiple promotions away from 
the majors, if the market does 
prove too expensive for Washing-
ton or an injury arises, the Nation-
als appear prepared to use their 
internal depth accordingly. right-
hander Brad Lord appears to be 
the closest to the majors, and the 

coaching staff at Class AAA roch-
ester felt he would have been 
promoted last season if not for a 
hand injury in August.

Tyler Stuart, who was acquired 
from the New York mets in the 
Jesse Winker trade at the dead-
line, also seems a likely candidate 
to fill in if injuries arise, with 
Jackson rutledge and Andry Lara 
available on the 40-man roster.

At the winter meetings, rizzo 
said the Nationals are also consid-
ering the trade market as an av-
enue to acquire starting pitching. 
Their farm system, after all, is 
deeper than it was at the start of 
the organization’s rebuild. But the 
list of teams that are selling start-
ers on affordable contracts is nev-
er a lengthy one, particularly be-
fore the season has begun. And 
Washington isn’t necessarily 
champing at the bit to part with 
its prospect depth.

And so, without unlimited re-
sources in a costly market, Wash-
ington is left to hedge.

“We could get a veteran, find 
somebody,” martinez said. “But 
we’ve got some depth.”

Free agent pitchers are on the move. Will any of them land with the Nats?

Georgetown at Seton Hall

sunday, 7 p.m., fox sports 1

BY PATRICK STEVENS

It was roughly sometime be-
tween the first time micah Peavy 
conjured a steal-to-dunk se-
quence and the fourth when it 
became apparent just how differ-
ent this Big East opener would be 
for Georgetown on Wednesday 
night.

Peavy’s stat-stuffing adven-
tures and Jayden Epps’s slick 
shooting helped the Hoyas over-
come the absence of injured point 
guard malik mack and smack 
Creighton, 81-57, before 4,062 at 
Capital one Arena. It was George-
town’s most complete perform-
ance in Coach Ed Cooley’s two 
seasons at the helm.

The Hoyas (9-2, 1-0) matched 
their victory total from last sea-
son and won their conference 
opener for the first time since 
2018-19. That 1-0 start six years 
ago also was the last time George-
town sat above .500 in the Big 
East.

“It shows you how far we’ve 
come,” Cooley said. “You still have 
a long, long way to go, but you 
take baby steps.”

Not all strides are equal, and 
this was something altogether 
unseen from this program for 
quite some time. It was George-
town’s most lopsided victory in a 
Big East regular season game 
since an 83-55 throttling of 
St. John’s on Jan. 9, 2017.

Epps scored 21 points and 
made all but one of his six three-

point attempts just four days af-
ter his 27-point effort helped 
Georgetown surge past host Syra-
cuse, 75-71, in the waning min-
utes. With mack sidelined, the 
Hoyas frequently turned to Peavy 
to handle the ball, and he deliv-
ered 20 points, eight rebounds 
and eight assists to go with his 
second seven-steal effort of the 
season.

And it all came against the 

Bluejays (7-5, 0-1), NCAA tourna-
ment fixtures who had won 13 of 
the past 16 in the series, including 
the past six.

“Georgetown was great. We 
were awful,” Creighton Coach 
Greg mcDermott said. “They’re a 
big reason we were awful. I never 
thought we had any flow offen-
sively.”

Steven Ashworth scored 21 
points for the Bluejays, who lost 

at Georgetown for the first time 
since 2020.

mack, who didn’t practice ear-
lier in the week because of a 
lower-body injury, went through 
pregame warmups before 
Georgetown opted not to play 
him. Cooley said the sophomore 
probably would have played if it 
was a tournament game but opt-
ed for a more cautious approach 
at this stage of the season. Cooley 

said he was unsure of mack’s 
status for Sunday’s game at Seton 
Hall.

That meant Epps’s scoring was 
even more necessary than usual.

“Coach told me he was going to 
dial me up before the game,” Epps 
said. “malik was down, so me and 
micah knew we had to carry a 
bigger load.”

mack’s injury is merely the 
latest to whittle Georgetown’s 
depth. freshman center Julius 
Halaifonua fractured his left an-
kle late last month, leaving the 
Hoyas uncomfortably thin in the 
frontcourt. first-year guard Kay-
vaun mulready missed his second 
consecutive game while wearing 
a walking boot on his right foot, 
depriving Georgetown of a re-
serve ballhandler.

But it didn’t matter against 
Creighton, which is still adjusting 
its rotation to the loss of guard 
Pop Isaacs, who underwent 
 season-ending hip surgery Dec. 11 
after averaging 16.3 points in the 
Bluejays’ first eight games.

As disjointed as Creighton was, 
Peavy only made matters worse.

The graduate student almost 
single-handedly demoralized the 
Bluejays with his defensive prow-
ess. He nabbed a cross-court pass 
from Jamiya Neal and coasted in 
for an easy dunk. He pilfered the 
ball from Ashworth and rolled in 
for another slam. He snagged a Ty 
Davis pass and cruised in for 
another fast-break dunk. And he 
intercepted ryan Kalkbrenner’s 
pass and broke in for another 
flush.

“We knew we had a tough 
guard with Ashworth, and I want-
ed to take the challenge and 

guard him,” Peavy said. “After I 
got my first steal, I just felt like I 
could keep going, and I did.”

It all happened in less than five 
minutes and helped Georgetown 
expand its lead from nine to 
59-41. Creighton never got closer.

“It changes everything,” 
 mcDermott said. “They’re scoring 
baskets without your defense set. 
The crowd’s getting into the 
game. Those are plays that ener-
gize a home crowd, and we pro-
vided plenty of material to get the 
crowd energized.”

There were other highlights for 
the Hoyas. freshman Caleb Wil-
liams made his first start and had 
six points and eight rebounds. 
Thomas Sorber, dealing with the 
7-foot-1 Kalkbrenner for the first 
time, held the fifth-year senior to 
10 points and four rebounds 
while limiting him to just eight 
shots. Curtis Williams Jr. had 
12 points off the bench.

most tellingly, the Hoyas fre-
quently outworked Creighton 
while on defense, something no 
one would have dared suggest 
when they were often pick-and-
rolled out of the arena by the 
Bluejays in recent seasons. In-
stead, Georgetown continued 
growing its lead into the final 
minutes, a healthy dash of matu-
rity for a team with only two 
upperclassmen.

“We’ve just grown every game,” 
Peavy said. “I feel like everyone is 
loving to play defense, and I think 
it’s showing. It’s giving us energy, 
and that’s how we’re winning 
these games.”

Hoyas take another big step by winning Big East opener
georgetown 81,

creighton 57

MiTcheLL LAyTon foR The WAshingTon PosT

Micah Peavy had four second-half dunks — all of them after his own steals — on his way to 20 points.
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BY MATT COHEN

The first play that Coolidge 
Coach Derrick Washington drew 
up Wednesday night against 
Phelps was about the only thing 
that didn’t go according to script 
for the Colts.

Knowing senior guard Quin-
tin Cooper was just two points 

from the school’s career scoring 
record, Washington arranged a 
play on the Colts’ first possession 
for the Hampton commit to get 
the milestone out of the way. It 
didn’t work.

But moments later, Cooper 
finished a layup in transition 
after a Coolidge steal to set the 
record. The Coolidge bench 
emptied onto the floor for a 
standing ovation. Play was 
stopped as the basketball was 
tossed to Coolidge’s staff — the 
memento had to be marked for 

the occasion — and Cooper took 
a picture at midcourt with 
Khalen Cumberlander, a 2012 
Coolidge graduate who had held 
the record with 1,244 points.

Once play resumed, Cooper 
scored 15 more points to finish 
with 17 in the Colts’ 66-19 win. 
Coolidge improved to 6-3; 
Phelps fell to 0-4.

“A lot of buckets made in two 
years,” Cooper said. “A short 
time, a lot of buckets made.”

The fact that it has been just 
two years for Cooper had Wash-

ington wondering just how wide 
the gap ultimately could have 
been between the guard and the 
rest of the program’s luminaries.

Washington feels lucky he 
ended up getting Cooper in the 
first place. He has known Cooper 
since the player was about 6 and, 
even then, it was clear he was 
going to be an elite scorer. Wash-
ington believed he was bound to 
play for a prestigious Washing-
ton Catholic Athletic Conference 
program — many expressed in-
terest — but said Cooper put on 

weight during the pandemic and 
the interest faded.

“He just had the swag and the 
game to match,” Washington 
said. “He was a guy who could go 
get 30 [points] at the age of 10, 
11 years old. Every school in our 
area kept in contact, and they 
wanted him. The kid was built to 
be a star. I’m thankful and I’m 
honored that I was able to get 
him.”

Cooper played on the junior 
varsity team in his freshman 
year and then was injured dur-

ing his sophomore year, when he 
played varsity. Last season, 
 Cooper averaged more than 
30 points and quickly eclipsed 
1,000 for his career.

Washington and Cooper soon 
realized the school’s scoring 
mark was within reach. Now 
Cooper has his sights on 2,000, a 
total that might never be topped. 
But if someone surpasses it, 
Cooper said he will take a pic-
ture with him at midcourt, too — 
just as Cumberlander did for 
him.

D.c. BoYs’ BAsKetBAll

‘The kid was built to be a star’: Cooper becomes Colts’ career scoring leader

COOLIDGE 66,
PHELPS 19

BY CINDY BOREN

Michael Vick said he will be 
named the football coach at 
Norfolk State, announcing on 
social media that would be “com-
ing back home” to give coaching 
a try at the university in south-
east Virginia.

The university did not confirm 
the hiring, but a spokesperson 
said Tuesday night that while the 
school could not comment on 
details regarding candidates un-
til the process is completely 
finalized, it hoped “to have an 
official statement in the coming 
days as the hiring process comes 
to a close.”

“It’s an honor to announce 
that I’ll be the new head coach of 

Norfolk State University ... look-
ing forward to coming back 
home,” Vick wrote Tuesday on 
Facebook. 

Vick is from Newport News, 
Virginia, which is about 30 miles 
from Norfolk.

A star quarterback at Virginia 
Tech, Vick led the Hokies to the 
national championship game as 
a redshirt freshman in January 
2000; they lost to Florida State. 
That was his only loss in two 
seasons as a starter for the 
Hokies, and in 2001 the Atlanta 
Falcons made him the first Black 
quarterback to be the No. 1 pick 
in the NFL draft.

Vick was a three-time Pro 
Bowl selection in six seasons in 
Atlanta, leading the Falcons in 
the 2004 season to the NFC 
championship game, which they 
lost to the Philadelphia Eagles. 
His playing career was derailed 
by his conviction in a 2007 
dogfighting scandal, and he 
served nearly two years in feder-
al prison.

He was released from prison 
in 2009 and was given a chance 
to return to the NFL by Andy 
Reid, then the coach of the 
Eagles. Vick spent five seasons in 
Philadelphia, winning the NFL’s 
comeback player of the year 
award in 2010 and securing a 
fourth Pro Bowl selection. 

He then spent one season each 
with the New York Jets and the 
Pittsburgh Steelers before retir-
ing in 2017. 

In addition to being a Fox 
analyst, he has been an animal 
rights activist since then.

Despite his lack of experience 
as a head coach, he has been 
exposed to two of the best: Reid 
and Mike Tomlin in Pittsburgh. 
In four seasons with Reid, he 
twice established career highs 
for passing yards. In 2017, Reid, 
coaching the Kansas City Chiefs, 
hired Vick as a training camp 
intern.

“I think my heart is really into 
teaching, you know, the game of 
football,” Vick said in 2017. “I feel 

like I’ve learned so much from so 
many great coaches over the 
years. I don’t want to bottle up a 
lot of knowledge, and [I] really 
can’t relay the messages that I 
want to relay to a high school kid 
because ... you don’t have to 
dumb it down, but you can’t be as 
complex. And I get that. 

“So [at the] collegiate level or 
professional level, you can ex-
press ideas. You can go into 
detail. You know you can coach 
hard, and that’s what I want to 
do.”

During his NFL career, Vick 
passed for 22,464 yards and 133 
touchdowns and rushed for 
6,109 yards — a record for a 
quarterback — and 36 touch-
downs.

He will face a challenge at 
Norfolk State. Each of the Spar-
tans’ past five coaches had over-
all losing records, and the school 
most recently fired Dawson 
Odums last month after he com-
piled a 15-30 record over four 
seasons.

Vick returns to college game as the coach at Norfolk State

ian Maddox for the Washington post

Following 13 seasons and four Pro Bowl selections, Michael Vick 

retired from the NFL in 2017 and has worked as an analyst for Fox.

Former NFL star
is a native of nearby 

Newport News

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Owen Clayborne’s black wres-
tling shoes teetered around the 
circle’s edge during a match in 
the Fear the Spear tournament at 
Stafford High last week.

Previously, the Patriot wrestler 
had to worry whether he was 
considered inbounds with two 
“supporting points” within the 
circle. But after some offseason 
rule changes, the senior has more 
confidence knowing he needs 
just one foot in. With a bit more 
freedom to move, he maintained 
control of his opponent and se-
cured a takedown.

In April, the National Federa-
tion of State High School Associa-
tions announced new rules that 
increased scoring and refined 
out-of-bounds regulations. 

Coaches and wrestlers agree 
that the changes increase the 
pace of matches and emphasize 
scoring takedowns.

“The new rules push for a more 
dynamic match,” Clayborne said. 
“It encourages more action.”

Near-fall scoring also was al-
tered: Wrestlers receive two 
points for holding a near-fall for 
two seconds, three points for 
three seconds, four points for 
four seconds and five points if a 
defensive wrestler is injured af-
ter the four-point near-fall has 
been earned. Additionally, wres-
tlers now earn three points for 
securing a takedown, up from 
two.

Clayborne and some local 
coaches noted there wasn’t a 
clear understanding between ref-
erees and coaches on what con-
stituted being out-of-bounds be-
fore the change.

La Plata Coach John 
Pankhurst said the new scoring 
system rewards aggressive wres-
tling rather than positional hold-
ing.

“I would prefer to see a match 
where people are executing tech-
niques and scoring points, as 
opposed to just holding position 
and waiting until the last second 
to get something,” Pankhurst 
said.

The Warriors’ coach said the 
only downside is larger point 
swings can place athletes in sig-
nificant deficits early.

Pankhurst said the NFHS com-
monly follows rule changes at the 
collegiate level. Ahead of the 
2023-24 season, the NCAA added 
the three-point takedown and 
modified scoring for near-falls. It 
took only one year for high 
schools to follow.

“I’m totally in favor of it,” 

Patriot Coach Rich Edwards said. 
“When guys make the jump from 
high school to compete in col-
lege, the closer [the rules are], the 
easier it makes that transition.”

— Michael Howes

Boys’ hockey

Reid Pehrkon broke the Mid-
Atlantic Prep Hockey League ca-
reer points mark this month, 
notching his record-breaking 
57th against Paul VI. Now the 
Landon senior is closing in on the 
goals record, too.

The reigning All-Met Player of 
the Year has dominated the 
league since his freshman year, 
and he entered this season near-
ing the top of its all-time points, 
goals and assists lists.

“He’s still far and away the best 
[player] in the DMV,” Landon 
Coach Alex Parker said. “There 
just truly are not any players that 
come remotely close to his skill 
level in the league.”

Pehrkon said breaking the 
points record was special, not 
solely because of the significance 
but also because it exemplified 
his off-ice work. A relatively un-
dersized player, Pehrkon always 
has relied on his agility. He knew 
he needed topflight quickness to 
succeed, so he persisted at dead-
lifts and leg exercises to build 
skate speed.

The record-breaking goal put 
that speed on display: Pehrkon 
found himself in open ice, deked 
the goalie and scored on a wrap-
around.

“My speed and skating is my 
greatest asset, and that was really 
incorporated into that goal,” 
Pehrkon said. “I’ll probably re-
member that the rest of my life.

With Pehrkon on the roster, 
the Bears are MAPHL contend-
ers.

“If I break any more records, 
great, but I don’t really care,” 
Pehrkon said. “I’m committed to 
[Babson College]. I know where 
I’m going. I don’t have to prove 
anything else.”

— Sam Jane

Boys’ swimming

With a roster like the one 
 DeMatha has assembled this 
winter, it can be difficult to 
temper expectations. Loaded 
with depth and ripe with talent, 
the Stags know championship 
success is possible come in Feb-
ruary, when the big meets roll 
around.

“Our top-level number one guy 
in each event is really strong, and 
now we have two or three guys in 
those events behind them this 
year,” Coach Tom Krawczewicz 
said. “The guys are excited. They 
know they can have a really good 

season. … They’re getting each 
other going.”

Krawczewicz, who has led 
 DeMatha’s swimming program 
for more than 30 years, is mea-
suring his own early expecta-
tions.  With the club swimming 
season hitting a midwinter lull, 
the Stags are just beginning to 
sink their teeth into the high 
school season. Krawczewicz’s 
team will travel to the Robert 
Sawyer Invitational in Greens-
boro, North Carolina, an event 
that will help provide more clari-
ty on the Stags’ postseason poten-
tial.

“We could have one of our best 
teams ever, but then some of the 
other teams could have theirs, 
too,” Krawczewicz said. “Certain-
ly I’d love to say we’d love to win a 
WCAC championship and a prep 
school championship and maybe 
even a Metros championship, 
and that’s certainly what [the 
team is] talking about, but we 
just have to go out there and 
top-to-bottom swim fast.”

Leading the charge for 
 DeMatha are seniors Joshua Lo-
pez and Jayson Ross, each of 
whom has shown marked prog-
ress since last winter. Lopez, an 
All-Met second-team selection in 
his junior season, is more than 
two seconds faster in the 100 
freestyle and has nearly broken 

the 20-second mark in the 50 
freestyle. Ross has established 
himself as one of the top 500 
freestyle swimmers in the area.

Those seniors — in addition to 
a talented group of underclass-
men that includes junior Seamus 
Rooney and sophomore Alex 
Jungbluth — have the Stags 
thinking big.

— Noah Ferguson

Girls’ indoor track and field

South County Coach Maurice 
Hutton said his indoor track 
team runs the state meet every 
day at practice. Owning a deep 
selection of contending runners, 
the Stallions are up against some 
of the state’s best each time they 
touch the track.

The Stallions looked like a title 
contender Dec. 7 at the Virginia 
Beast High School Invitational, 
where they comfortably took the 
girls’ team title with 103 points, 
finishing well ahead of second-
place Western Branch (59.5). 
South County runners placed 
first in seven of the 10 track 
events.

In three events, the Stallions’ 
time was among the three fastest 
in the country this winter. Mian-
na Mason, a senior who signed 
with Virginia, recorded the 
 second-fastest national time in 
the 60-meter hurdles (8.55 sec-

onds) and the fastest in the 
 60-meter sprint (7.51). Fellow 
senior Catalina Sanchious posted 
the third-fastest time in the 
 60-meter sprint (7.54). South 
County also completed the 4x200 
relay in 1:39.31, another national 
best.

“Iron sharpens iron,” Hutton 
said. “To be able to have that level 
of competition, every single rep, 
every single practice, every single 
day — I think it’s definitely attrib-
uted to our success.”

Last year, the Stallions ran into 
adversity that sidetracked their 
indoor season. A quad injury in 
January forced Sanchious to miss 
most of the year, and she aggra-
vated it at the state meet. Camer-
on Thompson, now a senior, suf-
fered a back injury last December 
that kept her from racing for 
almost a full year.

“More than ever, I think they 
have a different fire burning in-
side of them, and they’re really 
looking to captivate everyone’s 
attention with what they’re about 
to do to this year,” Hutton said. “I 
think it’s going to be a special 
group, and they’re going to do 
some special things.”

— Emmett Siegel

Girls’ hockey

The St. John’s girls are off to a 
5-0 start, with senior captain 
Dani Maier playing an important 
role in the Cadets’ success on and 
off the ice.

Just a few months ago, Maier’s 
season looked to be in jeopardy 
after she tore her ACL playing 
lacrosse in March.

“I was pretty frustrated,” she 
said. “I tried telling myself it was 
just twisted and nothing hap-
pened, but we did [eventually] 
find out that it was torn.”

Maier was not expected to be 
ready for game action until at 
least January, meaning she 
would miss the first half of her 
senior season. But through a 
determined recovery process — 
and with the emotional support 
of her teammates — she was 
cleared to play a week and a half 
before the Cadets’ first game in 
November, two months earlier 
than expected.

“[Maier] has dealt with inju-
ries throughout her career, and 
she is probably one of the hardest 
workers to get back that I’ve ever 
seen,” St. John’s Coach David 
Sauer said. “[Now] she’s out there 
killing it. It looks like she never 
got injured.”

Maier’s eight goals are tied for 
third most in the Mid-Atlantic 
Girls Hockey League and have 
been crucial in getting the Cadets 
to the top of the standings.

“I see ourselves getting [even] 
better as a team,” Maier said, 
“building more chemistry and 
ultimately winning the MAGHL 
and WCAC championships.”

— Jakob Bowen

high school notes

O≠season rule changes give wrestlers and coaches much less to grapple with

courtesy photo

“The new rules push for a more dynamic match,” said Patriot’s Owen Clayborne, who now has more clarity on where he can set his feet.

Emphasis on takedowns, 
faster-paced matches are 
welcome developments
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scoreboard

Pro bASKETbALL

nbA

eastern conference 

atlantic w l pct gb
Boston ........................................21 5 .808 —
New York....................................16 10 .615 5
Brooklyn .....................................10 16 .385 11
Philadelphia..................................8 16 .333 12
Toronto.........................................7 20 .259 141/2

southeast w l pct gb
Orlando.......................................17 11 .607 —
Miami .........................................13 11 .542 2
Atlanta .......................................14 13 .519 21/2

Charlotte ......................................7 19 .269 9
Washington..................................3 21 .125 12 

central w l pct gb
Cleveland....................................23 4 .852 —
Milwaukee..................................14 11 .560 8
Indiana........................................12 15 .444 11
Chicago .......................................12 15 .444 11
Detroit ........................................11 16 .407 12 

western conference 

southwest w l pct gb
Memphis.....................................18 9 .667 —
Houston......................................17 9 .654 1/2

Dallas..........................................17 9 .654 1/2

San Antonio................................13 13 .500 41/2

New Orleans.................................5 22 .185 13 

northwest w l pct gb
Oklahoma City............................20 5 .800 —
Denver ........................................14 10 .583 51/2

Minnesota ..................................14 11 .560 6
Portland........................................8 18 .308 121/2

Utah..............................................5 20 .200 15 

pacific w l pct gb
Phoenix.......................................14 11 .560 —
Golden State ..............................14 11 .560 —
L.A. Clippers ...............................15 12 .556 —
L.A. Lakers..................................14 12 .538 1/2

Sacramento ................................13 14 .481 2 

tuesDaY’s result
nba cup final in las vegas: Milwaukee 97, Oklahoma 
City 81

weDnesDaY’s results
No games scheduled.

thursDaY’s gaMes
Charlotte at Washington, 7
Oklahoma City at Orlando, 7
Utah at Detroit, 7
Brooklyn at Toronto, 7:30
Chicago at Boston, 7:30
Atlanta at San Antonio, 8
Golden State at Memphis, 8
New Orleans at Houston, 8
L.A. Clippers at Dallas, 8:30
Indiana at Phoenix, 9
New York at Minnesota, 9:30
Denver at Portland, 10
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento, 10

friDaY’s gaMes
Charlotte at Philadelphia, 7
Milwaukee at Cleveland, 7:30
Oklahoma City at Miami, 8

saturDaY’s gaMes
Washington at Milwaukee, 8
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento, 6
Miami at Orlando, 7
Memphis at Atlanta, 7:30
Utah at Brooklyn, 7:30
Boston at Chicago, 8
Golden State at Minnesota, 8
New York at New Orleans, 8
Philadelphia at Cleveland, 8
L.A. Clippers at Dallas, 8:30
Portland at San Antonio, 8:30
Detroit at Phoenix, 9

Pro FooTbALL

nFL

nfc

east w l t pct. pf pa
y-Philadelphia ............. 12 2 0 .857 369 247
Washington .................. 9 5 0 .643 396 315
Dallas ............................ 6 8 0 .429 298 380
N.Y. Giants .................... 2 12 0 .143 208 328 

south w l t pct. pf pa
Tampa Bay .................... 8 6 0 .571 403 326
Atlanta .......................... 7 7 0 .500 293 342
New Orleans ................. 5 9 0 .357 309 312
Carolina ......................... 3 11 0 .214 247 418 

north w l t pct. pf pa
y-Detroit ..................... 12 2 0 .857 459 282
y-Minnesota ............... 12 2 0 .857 369 252
Green Bay ................... 10 4 0 .714 379 287
Chicago ......................... 4 10 0 .286 266 308 

west w l t pct. pf pa
L.A. Rams ...................... 8 6 0 .571 310 338
Seattle .......................... 8 6 0 .571 315 313
Arizona ......................... 7 7 0 .500 314 306
San Francisco ................ 6 8 0 .429 314 320 

afc

east w l t pct. pf pa
z-Buffalo ..................... 11 3 0 .786 445 310
Miami ............................ 6 8 0 .429 276 312
N.Y. Jets ....................... 4 10 0 .286 283 325
New England ................. 3 11 0 .214 238 337 

south w l t pct. pf pa
z-Houston ..................... 9 5 0 .643 328 300
Indianapolis .................. 6 8 0 .429 280 329
Jacksonville .................. 3 11 0 .214 263 377
Tennessee ..................... 3 11 0 .214 254 379 

north w l t pct. pf pa
y-Pittsburgh ............... 10 4 0 .714 336 265
Baltimore ...................... 9 5 0 .643 418 332
Cincinnati ...................... 6 8 0 .429 399 387
Cleveland ...................... 3 11 0 .214 239 356 

west w l t pct. pf pa
z-Kansas City .............. 13 1 0 .929 329 259
Denver ........................... 9 5 0 .643 336 247
L.A. Chargers ................ 8 6 0 .571 294 247
Las Vegas ...................... 2 12 0 .143 245 376 

y-clinched playoff spot; z-clinched division 

weeK 16
thursDaY’s gaMe
Denver at L.A. Chargers (-21/2), 8:15 

saturDaY’s gaMes
Pittsburgh at Baltimore (-61/2), 4:30 
Houston at Kansas City (-3), 1 

sunDaY’s gaMes
Philadelphia (-31/2) at Washington, 1 
Arizona (-41/2) at Carolina, 1 
Detroit (-61/2) at Chicago, 1 
L.A. Rams (-3) at N.Y. Jets, 1 
N.Y. Giants at Atlanta (-71/2), 1 
Tennessee at Indianapolis (-31/2), 1 
Cleveland at Cincinnati (-71/2), 1 
Minnesota (-3) at Seattle, 4:05 
Jacksonville at Las Vegas (-11/2), 4:25 
New England at Buffalo (-141/2), 4:25 
San Francisco at Miami (-11/2), 4:25 
 Tampa Bay (-31/2) at Dallas, 8:20 

MonDaY’s gaMe
New Orleans at Green Bay (-141/2), 8:15 

weeK 17
weDnesDaY’s gaMes
Baltimore at Houston, 4:30 
Kansas City at Pittsburgh, 1 

thursDaY, Dec. 26
Seattle at Chicago, 8:15 

saturDaY, Dec. 28
L.A. Chargers at New England, 1 
Denver at Cincinnati, 4:30 
Arizona at L.A. Rams, 8:15 

sunDaY, Dec. 29
Atlanta at Washington, 8:20 
Carolina at Tampa Bay, 1 
Green Bay at Minnesota, 1 
Indianapolis at N.Y. Giants, 1 
Las Vegas at New Orleans, 1 
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, 1 
Tennessee at Jacksonville, 1 
Miami at Cleveland, 4:05 
Dallas at Philadelphia, 4:25 

MonDaY, Dec. 30
Detroit at San Francisco, 8:15 

bruins 4, Flames 3 (oT)

Late Tuesday

boston ............................. 0 1 2 1 — 4
calgarY ........................... 0 3 0 0 — 3 

seconD perioD
scoring: 1, Calgary, Coronato 8 (Backlund, Coleman), 0:54. 
2, Calgary, Kadri 12 (Huberdeau, Pospisil), 1:21. 3, Boston, 
Lindholm 4, 6:31. 4, Calgary, Lomberg 1 (Zary, Pelletier), 
17:19. 

thirD perioD
scoring: 5, Boston, Geekie 6 (Lohrei, Peeke), 4:14. 6, 
Boston, McLaughlin 2 (Marchand, Lindholm), 6:51. 

overtiMe
scoring: 7, Boston, Pastrnak 12 (McAvoy), 4:22. 

shots on goal
boston ............................. 4 12 15 3 — 34
calgarY ........................... 9 9 5 0 — 23
power-play opportunities: Boston 0 of 1; Calgary 0 of 0. 
goalies: Boston, Swayman 11-10-2 (23 shots-20 
saves). Calgary, Wolf 9-5-2 (34-30). a: 17,536 
(19,289). t: 2:28. 

Senators 3, Kraken 0

Late Tuesday

ottawa ..................................  0 2 1 — 3
seattle ..................................  0 0 0 — 0 

seconD perioD
scoring: 1, Ottawa, Pinto 4 (Amadio), 8:02. 2, Ottawa, 
Gregor 4 (Ostapchuk, Greig), 12:45. 

thirD perioD
scoring: 3, Ottawa, Stutzle 11 (Gaudette, Giroux), 4:18. 

shots on goal
ottawa ..................................  7 12 7 — 26
seattle ................................  15 7 8 — 30
power-play opportunities: Ottawa 0 of 3; Seattle 0 of 4. 
goalies: Ottawa, Ullmark 11-7-2 (30 shots-30 saves). 
Seattle, Daccord 12-7-2 (26-23). a: 17,151 (17,100). t: 2:23. 

Jets 4, Sharks 3

Late Tuesday

winnipeg ...............................  1 1 2 — 4
san jose ................................  0 2 1 — 3 

first perioD
scoring: 1, Winnipeg, Connor 18 (Scheifele, Vilardi), 12:18. 

seconD perioD
scoring: 2, San Jose, Toffoli 13 (Celebrini, Kovalenko), 
1:52. 3, Winnipeg, Scheifele 17 (Perfetti, Vilardi), 7:28 
(pp). 4, San Jose, Celebrini 11 (Walman, Toffoli), 17:11 
(pp). 

thirD perioD
scoring: 5, San Jose, Zetterlund 11 (Walman), 4:44. 6, 
Winnipeg, Connor 19 (Scheifele, Vilardi), 11:56 (pp). 7, 
Winnipeg, Lowry 9 (DeMelo, Appleton), 18:47. 

shots on goal
winnipeg ...............................  9 7 17 — 33
san jose ..............................  10 14 11 — 35
power-play opportunities: Winnipeg 2 of 2; San Jose 1 of 3. 
goalies: Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 20-5-1 (35 shots-32 saves). 
San Jose, Georgiev 9-8-0 (33-29). a: 10,958 (17,562). t: 2:24. 

SoCCEr

English Premier League
GP W D L GF GA Pts

Liverpool ........................ 15 11 3 1 31 13 36
Chelsea .......................... 16 10 4 2 37 19 34
Arsenal .......................... 16 8 6 2 29 15 30
Nottingham Forest........ 16 8 4 4 21 19 28
Man City ........................ 16 8 3 5 28 23 27
Bournemouth ................ 16 7 4 5 24 21 25
Aston Villa..................... 16 7 4 5 24 25 25
Fulham........................... 16 6 6 4 24 22 24
Brighton......................... 16 6 6 4 26 25 24
Tottenham..................... 16 7 2 7 36 19 23
Brentford ....................... 16 7 2 7 32 30 23
Newcastle...................... 16 6 5 5 23 21 23
Man United .................... 16 6 4 6 21 19 22
West Ham...................... 16 5 4 7 21 29 19
Crystal Palace................ 16 3 7 6 17 21 16
Everton .......................... 15 3 6 6 14 21 15
Leicester ........................ 16 3 5 8 21 34 14
Ipswich .......................... 16 2 6 8 16 28 12
Wolverhampton ............ 16 2 3 11 24 40 9
Southampton................. 16 1 2 13 11 36 5 

saturDaY’s Matches
Aston Villa vs. Man City, 7:30 a.m.
Brentford vs. Nottingham Forest, 10 a.m.
Ipswich vs. Newcastle, 10 a.m.
West Ham vs. Brighton, 10 a.m.
Crystal Palace vs. Arsenal, 12:30

sunDaY’s Matches
Everton vs. Chelsea, 9 a.m.
Fulham vs. Southampton, 9 a.m.
Leicester vs. Wolverhampton, 9 a.m.
Man United vs. Bournemouth, 9 a.m.
Tottenham vs. Liverpool, 11:30 a.m.

nfl leaDers

Through Monday.

nfc

passing
att com Yds tD int

Goff, DET ........................ 440 314 3759 30 10
Smith, SEA ..................... 485 339 3623 14 13
Mayfield, TB ................... 463 328 3617 32 14
Darnold, MIN .................. 426 288 3530 29 11
Cousins, ATL................... 453 303 3508 18 16
Stafford, LAR ................. 466 309 3463 19 7
Purdy, SF ........................ 380 247 3174 15 9
Murray, ARI .................... 426 294 3086 15 8
Daniels, WAS ................. 393 277 3045 17 6

rushing
att Yds avg lg tD

Barkley, PHI.................... 285 1688 5.9 72 11
Jacobs, GB ...................... 265 1147 4.3 38 12
K.Williams, LAR ............. 280 1121 4.0 30 12
Robinson, ATL ................ 237 1102 4.7 37 8
Gibbs, DET ...................... 186 1047 5.6 70 11
Hubbard, CAR ................. 225 1043 4.6 38 8
A.Jones, MIN .................. 215 979 4.6 41 5
Conner, ARI..................... 217 973 4.5 53 7
Kamara, NO .................... 228 950 4.2 24 6

receiving
no Yds avg lg tD

Jefferson, MIN ................. 82 1243 15.2 97 8
Lamb, DAL ........................ 94 1089 11.6 65 6
St. Brown, DET ................. 95 1056 11.1 66 10
Smith-Njigba, SEA ........... 85 994 11.7 46 5
McLaurin, WAS ................ 68 969 14.3 86 11
A.Brown, PHI .................... 56 946 16.9 67 5
McBride, ARI..................... 89 938 10.5 37 0
London, ATL...................... 78 919 11.8 31 7
Nabers, NYG ..................... 90 901 10.0 39 4

nba leaDers

Through Tuesday.

scoring
g fg ft pts avg

Antetokounmpo, MIL ...........23 294 161 752 32.7
Jokic, DEN.............................21 247 110 649 30.9
Gilgeous-Alexander, OKC......25 263 178 757 30.3
Ball, CHA...............................19 198 91 574 30.2
Doncic, DAL...........................20 201 105 578 28.9
Tatum, BOS ..........................24 222 142 676 28.2
Davis, LAL.............................25 252 173 695 27.8
Fox, SAC................................27 263 126 707 26.2
Edwards, MIN .......................25 230 88 656 26.2
Lillard, MIL............................22 174 142 566 25.7
Booker, PHO .........................25 202 162 635 25.4
Maxey, PHI ...........................18 157 84 451 25.1
Brunson, NY..........................26 219 141 649 25.0
Towns, NY ............................24 210 120 594 24.8
Wagner, ORL ........................25 220 119 610 24.4
Herro, MIA ............................24 201 77 579 24.1
Irving, DAL............................24 213 73 573 23.9
Brown, BOS ..........................21 175 98 500 23.8
Wembanyama, SA................21 181 72 496 23.6
Cunningham, DET .................23 204 76 540 23.5 

fg percentage
fg fga pct

Gafford, DAL ...............................132 179 .737
Allen, CLE....................................148 213 .695
Gobert, MIN ................................100 158 .633
Sabonis, SAC...............................206 329 .626
Antetokounmpo, MIL..................294 479 .614
Zubac, LAC ..................................179 297 .603
Hart, NY ......................................142 239 .594
Poeltl, TOR..................................172 292 .589
Vucevic, CHI ................................219 373 .587
Capela, ATL .................................121 210 .576 

rebounDs
g off Def tot avg

Towns, NY ............................24 71 263 334 13.9
Jokic, DEN.............................21 79 200 279 13.3
Sabonis, SAC ........................25 85 242 327 13.1
Zubac, LAC............................27 105 224 329 12.2
Antetokounmpo, MIL ...........23 46 218 264 11.5
Davis, LAL.............................25 63 222 285 11.4
Poeltl, TOR............................26 102 185 287 11.0
Gobert, MIN ..........................25 84 191 275 11.0
Sengun, HOU .................. .....26 90 186 276 10.6
Kessler, UTA.........................19 74 126 200 10.5 

assists
g ast avg

Young, ATL....................................26 314 12.1
Jokic, DEN .....................................21 208 9.9
Cunningham, DET .........................23 223 9.7
James, LAL....................................24 218 9.1
Haliburton, IND.............................27 231 8.6
Paul, SA.........................................26 218 8.4
Harden, LAC ..................................26 217 8.3
Doncic, DAL...................................20 163 8.2
Brunson, NY ..................................26 200 7.7
Lillard, MIL ....................................22 166 7.5 

afc

passing
att com Yds tD int

Burrow, CIN .................... 527 361 3977 36 8
L.Jackson, BAL ............... 404 275 3580 34 3
Allen, BUF....................... 427 275 3395 25 5
Mahomes, KC.................. 502 335 3348 22 11
Rodgers, NYJ .................. 488 305 3255 23 8
Stroud, HOU ................... 456 290 3248 17 9
Nix, DEN ......................... 467 297 2972 20 11
Herbert, LAC................... 399 255 2959 16 2
Tagovailoa, MIA ............. 365 269 2652 18 7

rushing
att Yds avg lg tD

Henry, BAL ..................... 254 1474 5.8 87 13
Pollard, TEN.................... 230 982 4.3 41 5
Taylor, IND...................... 208 911 4.4 58 5
Mixon, HOU .................... 217 910 4.2 59 11
Harris, PIT....................... 229 891 3.9 36 5
C.Brown, CIN .................. 191 832 4.4 40 7
Cook, BUF ....................... 171 828 4.8 65 13
Dobbins, LAC .................. 158 766 4.8 61 8
L.Jackson, BAL ............... 117 743 6.4 39 3

receiving
no Yds avg lg tD

Chase, CIN ...................... 102 1413 13.9 70 15
Jeudy, CLE ........................ 70 1052 15.0 89 4
Bowers, LAS ..................... 90 968 10.8 57 4
B.Thomas, JAC ................. 64 956 14.9 85 8
Wilson, NYJ ...................... 84 933 11.1 42 6
Flowers, BAL .................... 66 916 13.9 53 4
Sutton, DEN...................... 66 878 13.3 37 6
McConkey, LAC................. 63 873 13.9 60 5
D.Adams, NYJ................... 67 860 12.4 71 6
Pickens, PIT ...................... 55 850 15.5 44 3 

goLF

World golf ranking
Through Sunday.

1. ......................................... Scottie Scheffler 16.20
2. .......................................Xander Schauffele 9.56
3. ................................................ Rory McIlroy 7.97
4. ...........................................Collin Morikawa 5.62
5. ............................................... Ludvig Aberg 5.49
6. ...................................... Hideki Matsuyama 4.88
7. ........................................... Wyndham Clark 4.87
8. ............................................ Viktor Hovland 4.58
9. .......................................Tommy Fleetwood 3.93
10. ................................. Bryson DeChambeau 3.88
11. .......................................... Patrick Cantlay 3.69
12. ......................................... Keegan Bradley 3.65
13. ........................................ Sahith Theegala 3.64
14. ...................................... Robert MacIntyre 3.47
15. ............................................Tyrrell Hatton 3.44
16. ............................................ Billy Horschel 3.41

James Madison 27,

Western Kentucky 17

western KentucKY .............  0 14 0 3 — 17
jaMes MaDison ....................  7 0 10 10 — 27

first quarter

jMu: Evans 7 run (Ruelas kick), 8:03.

seconD quarter

wKu: Barry 17 pass from Veltkamp (Carneiro kick), 
13:34.
wKu: D.Smith 11 pass from Veltkamp (Carneiro kick), 
:51.

thirD quarter

jMu: K.Wright 1 pass from Evans (Ruelas kick), 8:09.
jMu: FG Ruelas 28, 2:25.

fourth quarter

wKu: FG Carneiro 31, 14:13.
jMu: Ta.Thompson 21 pass from Atkins (Ruelas kick), 
9:20.
jMu: FG Ruelas 25, 1:57.

western Kentucky james Madison
First Downs .....................................  14 19
Total Net Yards .............................  318 394
Rushes-Yards ............................. 20-16 46-212
Passing ..........................................  302 182
Punt Returns .................................. 0-0 1-3
Kickoff Returns ............................ 1-10 2-50
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  25-39-0 17-24-0
Sacked-Yards Lost ........................ 3-14 0-0
Punts .......................................... 5-41.8 4-36.0
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 3-3 0-0
Penalties-Yards ............................ 3-40 4-20
Time Of Possession ....................  23:28 36:32 

passing

western Kentucky: Veltkamp 25-39-0-302. james Madi-
son: Atkins 16-23-0-181, Evans 1-1-0-1. 

rushing

western Kentucky: Young 11-37, Hart 2-6, Hutchinson 
2-(minus 4), D.Smith 1-(minus 11), Veltkamp 4-(minus 
12). james Madison: Pettaway 14-100, Evans 10-64, 
W.Knight 11-22, Malary 5-12, Hudson 1-11, Atkins 2-6, 
Y.Knight 1-1, (Team) 2-(minus 4). 

receiving

western Kentucky: K.Johnson 9-70, Young 4-21, Mess-
er 3-68, Hutchinson 3-26, D.Smith 2-76, Barry 2-26, 
Mathison 2-15. james Madison: Dollison 6-82, 
Y.Knight 4-38, W.Knight 4-25, Thompson 1-21, D.Wil-
liams 1-15, Wright 1-1. 

CoLLEgE FooTbALL

bowl schedule
tuesDaY’s result
frisco bowl — in frisco, texas
Memphis 42,  West Virginia 37

weDnesDaY’s results
boca raton bowl — in boca raton, fla.
James Madison 27, Western Kentucky 17

l.a. bowl — in los angeles
California vs. UNLV, late

thursDaY’s gaMe
new orleans bowl — in new orleans
Georgia Southern vs. Sam Houston State, 7

friDaY’s gaMes
cure bowl — in orlanDo
Ohio vs. Jacksonville State, noon

gasparilla bowl — in taMpa 
Tulane vs. Florida, 3:30

college football plaYoff — first rounD
Indiana at Notre Dame, 8

saturDaY’s gaMes
college football plaYoff — first rounD
SMU at Penn State, noon
Clemson at Texas, 4
Tennessee at Ohio State, 8

MonDaY’s gaMes
MYrtle beach bowl — in conwaY, s.c.
Coastal Carolina vs. Texas San Antonio, 11 a.m.

faMous iDaho potato bowl — in boise
Northern Illinois vs. Fresno State, 2:30

tuesDaY, Dec. 24
hawaii bowl — in honolulu
South Florida vs. San Jose State, 8

thursDaY, Dec. 26
gaMeabove sports bowl — in Detroit
Pittsburgh vs. Toledo, 2

rate bowl  — in phoenix
Rutgers vs. Kansas State, 5:30

68 ventures bowl — in Mobile, ala.
Arkansas State vs. Bowling Green, 9

friDaY, Dec. 27
arMeD forces bowl — in fort worth
Oklahoma vs. Navy, noon

birMinghaM bowl — in birMinghaM, ala.
Georgia Tech vs. Vanderbilt, 3:30

libertY bowl — in MeMphis
Texas Tech vs. Arkansas, 7

holiDaY bowl — in san Diego
Syracuse vs. Washington State, 8

las vegas bowl — in paraDise, nev.
Texas A&M vs. Southern California, 10:30

saturDaY, Dec. 28
fenwaY bowl — in boston
Connecticut vs. North Carolina, 11 a.m.

pinstripe bowl — in new YorK
Boston College vs. Nebraska, noon

new Mexico bowl — in albuquerque
Louisiana Lafayette vs. TCU, 2:15

pop-tarts bowl — in orlanDo
Iowa State vs. Miami, 3:30

arizona bowl — in tucson
Miami (Ohio) vs. Colorado State, 4:30

MilitarY bowl — in annapolis
East Carolina vs. North Carolina State, 5:45

alaMo bowl — in san antonio
BYU vs. Colorado, 7:30

inDepenDence bowl — in shreveport, la.
Louisiana Tech vs. Army, 9:15

MonDaY, Dec. 30
Music citY bowl — in nashville
Iowa vs. Missouri, 2:30

tuesDaY, Dec. 31
realiaquest bowl — in taMpa
Alabama vs. Michigan, noon

sun bowl — in el paso
Louisville vs. Washington, 2

citrus bowl — in orlanDo
South Carolina vs. Illinois, 3

texas bowl — in houston
Baylor vs. LSU, 3:30 

college football plaYoff — quarterfinal
fiesta bowl — in glenDale, ariz.
Boise State vs. TBD, 7:30

weDnesDaY, jan. 1
college football plaYoff — quarterfinal
peach bowl — in atlanta
Arizona State vs. TBD, 1

rose bowl —  in pasaDena, calif.
Oregon vs. TBD, 5

sugar bowl — in new orleans
Georgia vs. TBD, 8:45

thursDaY, jan. 2
gator bowl — in jacKsonville, fla.
Duke vs. Mississippi, 7:30

friDaY, jan. 3
first responDer bowl —
 in universitY parK, texas
North Texas vs. Texas State, 4

MaYo bowl — in charlotte
Minnesota vs. Virginia Tech, 7:30

saturDaY, jan. 4
bahaMas bowl — in  nassau
Buffalo vs. Liberty, 11 a.m.

thursDaY jan. 9
college football plaYoff — seMifinals
orange bowl — in MiaMi
Teams TBD, 7:30

friDaY, jan. 9
college football plaYoff — seMifinals
cotton bowl — in arlington, texas
Teams TBD, 7:30

MonDaY, jan. 20
college football plaYoff — final

in atlanta
Teams TBD, 7:30

red Wings 6, Flyers 4
philaDelphia ........................  1 1 2 — 4
Detroit ..................................  1 3 2 — 6 

first perioD
scoring: 1, Philadelphia, Konecny 16 (Farabee, Couturier), 
1:06. 2, Detroit, Compher 4 (Raymond, Larkin), 18:19 (pp). 

seconD perioD
scoring: 3, Detroit, DeBrincat 13 (Kane), 10:15. 4, Philadel-
phia, Cates 3 (Foerster, Seeler), 10:40. 5, Detroit, Rasmus-
sen 6 (Compher), 16:05. 6, Detroit, Veleno 2 (Fischer), 17:27. 

thirD perioD
scoring: 7, Philadelphia, Poehling 2 (Sanheim, Couturier), 
3:50. 8, Philadelphia, Tippett 10 (Laughton, Drysdale), 5:39. 
9, Detroit, Kane 4 (Seider), 7:22. 10, Detroit, Raymond 13 
(Larkin), 18:48 (en). 

shots on goal
philaDelphia ........................  4 5 10 — 19
Detroit ................................  11 7 6 — 24
power-play opportunities: Philadelphia 0 of 1; Detroit 1 of 
3. goalies: Philadelphia, Ersson 6-4-2 (23 shots-18 
saves). Detroit, Lyon 4-4-0 (19-15). a: 0 (20,000). t: 2:22. 

george Washington 82, 

Lafayette 62 

lafayette (5-6) 
Vander Baan 2-5 1-1 5, Butler 3-7 0-0 6, Pettit 2-5 0-0 5, 
Williams 3-7 1-2 8, Phillips 5-11 2-3 13, Chaikin 7-11 2-2 
19, Savicevic 0-4 0-1 0, Bednostin 0-0 0-0 0, Wyche 0-1 
0-2 0, Rubayo 0-1 0-0 0, Rasul 3-6 0-0 6, Berger 0-0 0-0 0, 
Fayemi 0-1 0-0 0. totals 25-59 6-11 62. 
george washington (10-2) 
Buchanan 3-4 4-4 11, Castro 3-5 4-4 10, Drumgoole 10-15 
4-5 30, Hutchinson 1-7 0-0 2, Moss 1-4 0-0 2, Jones 3-6 
0-0 7, Autry 5-8 2-2 12, Hansen 1-3 0-0 2, Bevins 0-2 2-2 
2, Nessah 2-5 0-0 4. totals 29-59 16-17 82. 
halftime: George Washington 36-24. three-point goals: 
Lafayette 6-22 (Chaikin 3-6, Williams 1-2, Pettit 1-3, 
Phillips 1-5, Rasul 0-1, Vander Baan 0-1, Savicevic 0-4), 
George Washington 8-28 (Drumgoole 6-11, Buchanan 
1-2, Jones 1-3, Bevins 0-1, Nessah 0-1, Autry 0-3, Moss 
0-3, Hutchinson 0-4). rebounds: Lafayette 22 (Vander 
Baan 6), George Washington 41 (Castro 9). assists: 
Lafayette 13 (Butler, Wyche 3), George Washington 15 
(Hansen 3). total fouls: Lafayette 15, George Washing-
ton 11. a: 1,196 (5,000). 

St. Joseph’s 84, American 57 

american (6-5) 
G.Jones 6-7 5-5 19, Mayock 1-5 0-0 3, Rogers 8-13 1-2 
19, Ball 0-6 0-0 0, Smalls 1-5 2-3 4, Sprouse 0-5 0-1 0, 
Nausadis 0-3 0-0 0, Iturbe 4-7 1-2 11, Samuels 0-1 1-2 
1, Whittaker 0-3 0-0 0, N.Jones 0-1 0-0 0. totals 
20-56 10-15 57. 
st. joseph's (7-4) 
Fleming 11-15 2-4 26, Ajogbor 1-1 0-0 2, Haskins 4-5 
1-1 10, Reynolds 8-13 4-4 23, Simpson 4-7 6-6 15, 
Johnson 1-4 2-2 5, Finkley 0-3 2-2 2, Simmons 0-0 1-2 
1, Lange 0-0 0-0 0, Rayer 0-0 0-0 0. totals 29-48 18-21 
84. 
halftime: Saint Joseph’s 44-26. three-point goals: 
American 7-24 (G.Jones 2-3, Iturbe 2-4, Rogers 2-4, 
Mayock 1-2, Ball 0-1, Nausadis 0-1, Samuels 0-1, 
Smalls 0-4, Sprouse 0-4), Saint Joseph’s 8-16 (Reyn-
olds 3-7, Fleming 2-4, Haskins 1-1, Johnson 1-2, 
Simpson 1-2). rebounds: American 22 (G.Jones 6), 
Saint Joseph’s 30 (Fleming 11). assists: American 11 
(Nausadis 3), Saint Joseph’s 15 (Reynolds, Simpson 
6). total fouls: American 16, Saint Joseph’s 13. 

no. 21 Memphis 64, Virginia 62 

Memphis (9-2) 
Jourdain 1-4 0-0 2, Cisse 1-2 0-0 2, Haggerty 8-15 
10-11 27, Hunter 4-11 2-3 12, Rogers 1-11 1-2 3, 
Dainja 4-9 4-5 12, Carter 2-4 0-0 6, Okojie 0-0 0-0 0. 
totals 21-56 17-21 64. 
virginia (6-5) 
Cofie 3-6 0-0 6, Saunders 4-7 4-4 15, Ames 2-11 4-6 8, 
McKneely 2-7 0-0 5, Rohde 2-3 0-0 5, Murray 5-9 3-3 
14, Buchanan 2-2 1-2 5, Sharma 0-2 0-0 0, Power 0-3 
2-2 2, Robinson 1-3 0-1 2. totals 21-53 14-18 62. 
halftime: Virginia 30-21. three-point goals: Memphis 
5-23 (Carter 2-3, Hunter 2-8, Haggerty 1-3, Jourdain 
0-1, Rogers 0-8), Virginia 6-19 (Saunders 3-4, Rohde 
1-1, Murray 1-2, McKneely 1-4, Power 0-2, Sharma 
0-2, Ames 0-4). fouled out: Cisse. rebounds: Mem-
phis 37 (Dainja 11), Virginia 27 (Robinson 6). assists: 
Memphis 11 (Haggerty 5), Virginia 14 (McKneely 5). 
total fouls: Memphis 17, Virginia 19. a: 12,108 
(14,593). 

georgetown 81, Creighton 57 

creighton (7-5) 
McAndrew 5-8 0-3 13, Miller 0-2 0-0 0, Kalkbrenner 4-8 
0-2 10, Ashworth 7-17 2-2 21, Neal 2-8 0-0 5, Traudt 1-4 
0-0 3, Green 0-1 0-0 0, Thomas 0-2 0-0 0, King 2-3 1-2 5, 
Davis 0-0 0-0 0. totals 21-53 3-9 57. 
georgetown (9-2) 
Ca.Williams 3-5 0-0 6, Fielder 3-4 0-0 7, Sorber 4-14 0-0 
8, Epps 7-12 2-4 21, Peavy 9-16 1-1 20, Burks 3-3 0-0 7, 
Cu.Williams 4-6 2-2 12, McKenna 0-0 0-0 0, Montgomery 
0-0 0-0 0. totals 33-60 5-7 81. 
halftime: Georgetown 34-28. three-point goals: Creigh-
ton 12-33 (Ashworth 5-12, McAndrew 3-6, Kalkbrenner 
2-5, Neal 1-3, Traudt 1-4, Green 0-1, Miller 0-2), 
Georgetown 10-16 (Epps 5-6, Cu.Williams 2-2, Burks 
1-1, Fielder 1-1, Peavy 1-3, Sorber 0-3). rebounds: 
Creighton 21 (Green 5), Georgetown 37 (Ca.Williams, 
Peavy 8). assists: Creighton 10 (Ashworth, Neal 4), 
Georgetown 17 (Peavy 8). total fouls: Creighton 8, 
Georgetown 13. a: 4,062 (20,356). 

high SChooLS

weDnesDaY’s results
boYs’ basKetball
D.c.
Banneker 80, Bard 50
Cardozo 81, Roosevelt 79
Coolidge 66, Phelps 19
Jackson-Reed 61, Dunbar 33
McKinley Tech 59, Ron Brown 46
Paul Public Charter 63, KIPP 57
Maryland
Damascus 65, Einstein 25
Hammond 67, Long Reach 54
Kennedy 75, Gaithersburg 53
King’s Christian Academy 79, Patuxent 40
McDonough 70, Huntingtown 69
Mount Hebron 65, Glenelg 38
Paint Branch 88, Northwood 47
Reservoir 52, Guilford Park 48
Sherwood 85, Watkins Mill 45
South River 62, Meade 56
Springbrook 86, Bethesda-Chevy Chase 74
private
Archbishop Spalding 74, Boys’ Latin 72
Combine Academy National (N.C.) 67, Bishop O’Connell 56
D.C. International 69, IDEA 33
Glenelg Country 65, John Carroll 61
Maret 62, Georgetown Day 39
Paul VI 86, University Laboratory School (Hawaii) 49
virginia
Colgan 77, Park View 46
Forest Park 57, Battlefield 47
Gainesville 81, Independence 60
Heritage 62, Woodgrove 52
Hylton 51, Osbourn 35
Lake Braddock 49, Thomas Jefferson 40
Madison 43, Chopticon 39
Stone Bridge 74, Loudoun County 52

girls’ basKetball
D.c.
Eastern 62, Ballou 25
Roosevelt 64, Cardozo 6
Maryland
Bethesda-Chevy Chase 59, Springbrook 42
Blake 64, Wheaton 22
Broadneck 50, Severn School 28
Chesapeake 64, Saints Peter and Paul 35
Churchill 54, Quince Orchard 32
Huntingtown 53, McDonough 45
Kennedy 62, Gaithersburg 52
Northern 48, Calvert 25
Paint Branch 56, Northwood 7
Sherwood 55, Watkins Mill 20
Walter Johnson 68, Clarksburg 63
private
D.C. International 35, IDEA 12
St. Mary’s (Annapolis) 59, McDonogh 45
Stone Ridge 68, Springdale Prep 58
virginia
Chantilly 59, Tuscarora 32
Marshall 42, Riverside 24
Oakton 53, Dominion 33
Osbourn Park 58, Cherokee Trail 48
Stone Bridge 42, Loudoun County 39
Woodgrove 41, Heritage 37

boYs’ hocKeY
private
Landon 9, Bishop O’Connell 1

wrestling
Maryland
Clarksburg def. Urbana, 48-23
private
Landon def. Potomac School, 75-9

Maple Leafs 5, Stars 3
toronto ................................  1 3 1 — 5
Dallas ....................................  1 1 1 — 3 

first perioD
scoring: 1, Dallas, Steel 4 (Back, Stankoven), 5:14. 2, 
Toronto, Domi 2 (Rielly), 6:13. 

seconD perioD
scoring: 3, Dallas, Dadonov 8 (Johnston, Benn), 0:22. 4, 
Toronto, Nylander 19 (Marner, Matthews), 5:15. 5, Toronto, 
Robertson 4, 5:31. 6, Toronto, McMann 7 (Robertson), 11:01. 

thirD perioD
scoring: 7, Dallas, Blackwell 3 (Dadonov, Heiskanen), 17:44. 
8, Toronto, Nylander 20 (Tavares), 18:17 (en). 

shots on goal
toronto ................................  4 8 7 — 19
Dallas ..................................  16 9 16 — 41
power-play opportunities: Toronto 0 of 1; Dallas 0 of 4. 
goalies: Toronto, Woll 9-4-0 (41 shots-38 saves). Dallas, 
DeSmith 3-4-0 (6-6), Dallas, Oettinger 16-8-0 (12-8). a: 
18,532 (18,532). t: 2:30. 

hoCKEy

nhL

atlantic gp w l ot pts gf ga
Toronto ....................... 32 20 10 2 42 97 84
x-Florida ..................... 32 19 11 2 40 114 104
Boston ........................ 33 17 13 3 37 86 104
Tampa Bay.................. 29 17 10 2 36 117 85
Ottawa........................ 31 16 13 2 34 96 89
Detroit ........................ 31 13 14 4 30 84 98
Montreal ..................... 31 12 16 3 27 88 114
Buffalo........................ 32 11 17 4 26 93 110 

Metropolitan gp w l ot pts gf ga
New Jersey ................. 34 21 10 3 45 114 87
Washington................ 31 21 8 2 44 118 83
Carolina....................... 31 20 10 1 41 112 87
Pittsburgh .................. 33 14 14 5 33 100 123
Philadelphia................ 32 14 14 4 32 97 112
N.Y. Rangers............... 31 15 15 1 31 92 93
N.Y. Islanders ............. 33 12 14 7 31 86 103
Columbus.................... 32 12 15 5 29 104 116 

central gp w l ot pts gf ga
x-Winnipeg ................. 33 23 9 1 47 121 84
x-Minnesota ............... 31 20 7 4 44 98 80
Dallas.......................... 31 19 12 0 38 101 80
Colorado...................... 33 18 15 0 36 108 114
x-Utah......................... 30 14 11 5 33 91 88
St. Louis...................... 33 15 15 3 33 85 102
Chicago ....................... 32 11 19 2 24 81 101
Nashville..................... 32 9 17 6 24 72 98 

pacific gp w l ot pts gf ga
Vegas.......................... 31 20 8 3 43 108 92
Los Angeles ................ 31 18 9 4 40 94 79
Edmonton ................... 31 18 11 2 38 102 90
x-Vancouver ............... 30 16 9 5 37 96 93
Calgary........................ 32 15 11 6 36 87 99
Seattle ........................ 33 15 16 2 32 96 99
San Jose ..................... 34 11 18 5 27 94 122
x-Anaheim .................. 29 11 14 4 26 71 90 

x-Late game

tuesDaY’s results
at Chicago 3, Washington 2
at Pittsburgh 3, Los Angeles 2 (OT)
at Montreal 6, Buffalo 1
at Tampa Bay 5, Columbus 3
at Carolina 4, N.Y. Islanders 0
at Nashville 2, N.Y. Rangers 0
New Jersey 4, at St. Louis 1
Boston 4, at Calgary 3 (OT)
Ottawa 3, at Seattle 0
Winnipeg 4, at San Jose 3

weDnesDaY’s results
at Detroit 6, Philadelphia 4
Toronto 5, at Dallas 3
Florida at Minnesota, late
Vancouver at Utah, late
Winnipeg at Anaheim, late

thursDaY’s gaMes
New Jersey at Columbus, 7
St. Louis at Tampa Bay, 7
Los Angeles at Philadelphia, 7:30
Pittsburgh at Nashville, 8
Seattle at Chicago, 8:30
Boston at Edmonton, 9
Ottawa at Calgary, 9
Vancouver at Vegas, 10
Colorado at San Jose, 10:30

friDaY’s gaMes
Carolina at Washington, 7
Montreal at Detroit, 7
St. Louis at Florida, 7
Toronto at Buffalo, 7
N.Y. Rangers at Dallas, 8
Utah at Minnesota, 8
Colorado at Anaheim, 10

saturDaY’s gaMes
Los Angeles at Nashville, 1:30
Chicago at Calgary, 4
San Jose at Edmonton, 4
Buffalo at Boston, 7
Columbus at Philadelphia, 7
Detroit at Montreal, 7
Minnesota at Winnipeg, 7
N.Y. Islanders at Toronto, 7
Pittsburgh at New Jersey, 7
Ottawa at Vancouver, 10
Seattle at Vegas, 10

TrAnSACTionS

nfl
arizona cardinals: Designated K Matt Prater to return 
from injured reserve. Signed P Michael Palardy to the 
active roster. Signed LB Keshawn Banks and RB Tony 
Jones Jr. to the practice squad.
atlanta falcons: Signed K Riley Patterson to the active 
roster. Placed K Younghoe Koo on injured reserve.
carolina panthers: Signed WR Dax Milne and LB Jackson 
Mitchell to the practice squad.
cleveland browns: Placed RB Nick Chubb on injured 
reserve.
cincinnati bengals: Signed DL Isaiah Thomas to the 
practice squad.
Detroit lions: Designated DB Ifeatu Melifonwu to return 
from injured reserve.
houston texans: Activated OL Kenyon Green from 
injured reserve.
indianapolis colts: Designated DB JuJu Brents to return 
from injured reserve. Claimes DB Ambry Thomas off 
waivers from the San Francisco 49ers.
las vegas raiders: Signed DL Andre Carter II to the 
active roster. Signed RB Chris Collier to the active roster. 
Placed DL Maxx Crosby and RB Sincere McCormick on 
injured reserve. Signed DL Ovie Oghoufo and RB Isaiah 
Spiller to the practice squad.
new england patriots: Signed WR Alex Erickson to the 
practice squad.
new orleans saints: Signed RB Clyde Edwards-Helaire 
to the practice squad. terminated the practice squad 
contract of DT Kendal Vickers.
new York jets: Placed DB Jalen Mills on injured reserve. 
Signed RB Zach Evans, DL Bradlee Anae, and TE Neal 
Johnson to the practice squad. Designated DL Leki Fotu 
to return from injured reserve.
philadelphia eagles: Signed TE Kevin Foelsch to the 
practice squad. Designated DL Bryce Huff to return from 
injured reserve.
seattle seahawks: Activated OL Stone Forsythe from 
injured reserve.
tampa bay buccaneers: Declined to activate LB Markees 
Watts from injured reserve.
washington commanders: Designated DL Jonathan 
Allen to return from injured reserve.

nhl 
colorado avalanche: Waived LW Tye Felhaber.
columbus blue jackets: Loaned G Jet Greaves to 
Cleveland (AHL). Recalled LW James Malatesta from 
Cleveland.
Dallas stars: Placed D Matt Dumba on injured reserve. 
Recalled D Alexander Petrovic from Texas (AHL).
nashville predators: Acquired D Justin Barron from 
Montreal in exchange for D Alexandre Carrier.
new York islanders: Placed D Grant Hutton on waivers.
new York rangers: Reassigned D Victor Mancini to 
Hartford (AHL). Recalled F Matt Rempe from Hartford.
pittsburgh penguins: Reassigned D Nathan Clurman to 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton (AHL). Acquired D Pierre-Olivier 
Joseph from St. Louis in exchange for future consider-
ations.
san jose sharks: Recalled G Yaroslav Askarov from San 
Jose (AHL).
seattle Kraken: Acquired F Kaapo Kakko from the New 
York Rangers in exchange for D Will borgen, a 2025 
third-round pick and a 2025 sixth-round pick.
winnipeg jets: Waived D Dylan Coghlan. Placed C David 
Gustafsson on injured reserve. Activated LW Nikolaj 
Ehlers from injured reserve.

no. 6 Alabama 97,

north Dakota 90 

alabama (9-2) 
Nelson 9-14 5-6 23, Reid 2-5 1-2 5, Stevenson 1-4 0-2 
3, Omoruyi 0-0 1-2 1, Sears 7-14 6-8 23, Philon 6-10 
2-4 16, Mallette 4-8 0-0 10, Youngblood 3-5 2-2 10, 
Holloway 1-3 0-0 3, Dioubate 0-0 3-4 3, Sherrell 0-0 
0-0 0. totals 33-63 20-30 97. 
north Dakota (4-9) 
Mayar 0-4 0-0 0, Kuljuhovic 3-7 2-2 9, Eaglestaff 
15-30 2-2 40, King 3-7 0-0 8, Panoam 3-8 1-2 7, 
Woodson 5-12 2-2 15, Kraft 3-7 0-0 9, Mathews 1-1 
0-0 2. totals 33-76 7-8 90. 
halftime: North Dakota 38-35. three-point goals: 
Alabama 11-34 (Sears 3-7, Philon 2-4, Youngblood 
2-4, Mallette 2-6, Holloway 1-3, Stevenson 1-4, Reid 
0-2, Nelson 0-4), North Dakota 17-41 (Eaglestaff 
8-18, Kraft 3-7, Woodson 3-8, King 2-3, Kuljuhovic 
1-1, Mayar 0-2, Panoam 0-2). fouled out: King. 
rebounds: Alabama 39 (Nelson 10), North Dakota 30 
(Kuljuhovic 8). assists: Alabama 14 (Sears 5), North 
Dakota 9 (Panoam 3). total fouls: Alabama 15, North 
Dakota 19. 

no. 9 Duke 93, Wofford 58

wofforD ............................  7 14 19 18 — 58
DuKe ..................................  22 20 21 30 — 93

wofford (6-3) 
Flor 0-1 0-0 0, Heiss 5-17 2-2 13, Matthews 1-7 1-2 3, Paulk 
2-9 0-0 5, Rose 9-15 2-2 23, Ikhiuwu 1-3 0-0 2, Warren 1-4 
0-0 3, Clarke 2-3 0-0 5, Deidda 0-0 0-0 0, Hawk 0-1 0-0 0, 
Masingale 1-5 2-2 4, totals 22-65 7-8 58 
Duke (10-2) 
Thomas 6-8 3-4 15, Donovan 2-3 2-4 6, Jackson 2-6 2-2 8, 
Mair 1-5 0-0 3, Richardson 3-12 1-2 8, Fournier 8-11 7-8 23, 
Wood 3-5 2-3 9, Battiston 0-0 0-0 0, de Jesus 0-1 0-0 0, 
Koabel 0-2 1-2 1, Okananwa 9-14 1-2 20, totals 34-67 19-27 
93
three-point goals: Wofford 7-28 (Flor 0-1, Heiss 1-7, 
Matthews 0-1, Paulk 1-4, Rose 3-6, Ikhiuwu 0-1, Warren 
1-3, Clarke 1-1, Hawk 0-1, Masingale 0-3), Duke 6-23 
(Jackson 2-5, Mair 1-4, Richardson 1-5, Wood 1-3, Koabel 
0-2, Okananwa 1-4). assists: Wofford 8 (Matthews 3), 
Duke 22 (Richardson 10). fouled out: Wofford Flor. re-
bounds: Wofford 20 (Paulk 8), Duke 56 (Donovan 11). total 
fouls: Wofford 24, Duke 13. Technical Fouls_None. a: 1,768. 

no. 13 Kansas State 83,

new Mexico State 39

new Mexico state ...........  7 15 7 10 — 39
Kansas state .................  19 19 28 17 — 83

new Mexico state (6-5) 
Garcia 0-6 1-2 1, Kaiser 6-16 1-4 15, Peterson 1-3 0-0 2, 
Rozing 0-3 0-0 0, Sanchez-Oliver 0-4 0-0 0, Dasovich 1-1 0-0 
3, Yenes 3-7 0-0 6, Csenyi 0-1 0-0 0, Gewirtz 1-2 0-0 2, 
Harding 3-7 0-0 7, Jones 0-1 0-0 0, Sissoko 1-1 0-0 3, totals 
16-52 2-6 39 
Kansas state (12-1) 
Poindexter 2-4 4-4 9, Lee 14-18 6-9 34, Glenn 4-11 0-0 9, 
Sundell 6-9 5-5 18, Walker 1-2 0-0 2, Maupin 2-3 0-0 4, 
Taylor 1-1 0-0 2, Sides 2-6 0-0 5, totals 32-54 15-18 83
three-point goals: New Mexico State 5-20 (Garcia 0-4, 
Kaiser 2-4, Peterson 0-1, Rozing 0-1, Sanchez-Oliver 0-1, 
Dasovich 1-1, Yenes 0-1, Csenyi 0-1, Gewirtz 0-1, Harding 
1-4, Sissoko 1-1), Kansas State 4-16 (Poindexter 1-3, Glenn 
1-5, Sundell 1-3, Sides 1-5). assists: New Mexico State 9 
(Harding 3), Kansas State 25 (Sides 6, Sundell 6). fouled 
out: None. rebounds: New Mexico State 21 (Rozing 6), 
Kansas State 35 (Lee 11). total fouls: New Mexico State 
22, Kansas State 12. Technical Fouls_None. a: 3,547. 

no. 17 georgia Tech 88, rice 57

rice ....................................  11 7 14 25 — 57
georgia tech ..................  16 21 26 25 — 88

rice (7-5) 
Ngulefac 3-3 0-2 6, Adams 6-12 0-0 12, Ennis 4-13 1-1 10, 
Klaczek 1-6 0-0 2, Owens-Barnett 1-7 0-0 2, Fisher 4-7 
0-0 8, Hayes 1-3 1-2 3, Alexis 0-1 0-0 0, Clifton 0-3 2-2 2, 
Flores 1-7 1-2 4, Gooden 1-1 0-0 2, Twiehaus 2-2 0-0 6, 
totals 24-65 5-9 57 
georgia tech (12-0) 
Blackshear 1-6 0-0 2, Smith 5-12 1-2 11, Dunn 6-9 3-4 17, 
Morgan 3-4 4-6 10, Noguero 2-7 0-0 4, Augustinaite 8-12 
0-0 23, Carnegie 3-6 0-3 7, Grooms 0-3 0-0 0, Thompson 
3-3 1-2 8, Wright 2-5 0-0 6, totals 33-67 9-17 88
three-point goals: Rice 4-18 (Ennis 1-5, Klaczek 0-3, 
Owens-Barnett 0-1, Fisher 0-1, Alexis 0-1, Flores 1-5, 
Twiehaus 2-2), Georgia Tech 13-29 (Dunn 2-5, Noguero 
0-3, Augustinaite 7-11, Carnegie 1-3, Grooms 0-1, 
Thompson 1-1, Wright 2-5). assists: Rice 14 (Fisher 4), 
Georgia Tech 22 (Wright 7). fouled out: None. rebounds: 
Rice 31 (Adams 5, Ennis 5, Hayes 5, Ngulefac 5), Georgia 
Tech 48 (Smith 11). total fouls: Rice 17, Georgia Tech 15. 
Technical Fouls_Georgia Tech Morgan 1. a: 1,212. 

no. 9 Marquette 80, butler 70 

butler (7-5) 
Brooks 4-8 1-1 11, McCaffery 5-9 1-2 13, Telfort 5-8 4-5 
16, Bizjack 1-7 2-2 5, Moore 0-2 0-0 0, King 6-10 3-3 16, 
Screen 2-2 2-2 6, Haywood 1-1 0-0 3, Kapke 0-0 0-0 0. 
totals 24-47 13-15 70. 
Marquette (10-2) 
Gold 4-4 0-0 9, Joplin 4-17 6-6 15, K.Jones 11-24 0-0 23, 
Mitchell 6-6 3-4 15, Ross 3-8 1-2 8, Lowery 0-1 0-0 0, 
Norman 1-4 0-0 3, Parham 3-9 0-0 7, Owens 0-1 0-0 0, 
Hamilton 0-1 0-0 0. totals 32-75 10-12 80. 
halftime: Butler 35-32. three-point goals: Butler 9-22 
(McCaffery 2-4, Telfort 2-4, Brooks 2-5, Haywood 1-1, 
King 1-3, Bizjack 1-5), Marquette 6-30 (Gold 1-1, 
Norman 1-4, Parham 1-4, Ross 1-4, K.Jones 1-7, Joplin 
1-8, Lowery 0-1, Owens 0-1). rebounds: Butler 25 
(Telfort 10), Marquette 36 (Mitchell 9). assists: Butler 
13 (Telfort 4), Marquette 12 (K.Jones 5). total fouls: 
Butler 13, Marquette 14. a: 15,770 (17,500). 

TEnniS

wta ranKings

Through Tuesday.

singles
1. Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, 9416
2. Iga Swiatek, Poland, 8295
3. Coco Gauff, USA, 6530
4. Jasmine Paolini, Italy, 5344
5. Zheng Qinwen, China, 5340

Doubles
1. Katerina Siniakova, Czechia, 9530
2. Erin Routliffe, New Zealand, 8165
3. Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, 6805

atp ranKings

Through Tuesday.

singles
1. Jannik Sinner, Italy, 11830
2. Alexander Zverev, Germany, 7915
3. Carlos Alcaraz, Spain, 7010
4. Taylor Fritz, USA, 5100
5. Daniil Medvedev, Russia, 5030

Doubles
1. Mate Pavic, Croatia, 7510
1. Marcelo Arevalo-Gonzalez, El Salvador, 7510
3. Jordan Thompson, Australia, 6655

CoLLEgE bASKETbALL

nCAA women

weDnesDaY’s results
east 
Dartmouth 60, Lafayette 47
Oakland 55, Robert Morris 53
Stonehill 65, Northeastern 49
Stony Brook 67, Georgian Court 29
Syracuse 87, Binghamton 60

south 
Alabama Birmingham 66, New Orleans 60
Auburn 68, Louisiana Lafayette 51
Coastal Carolina 96, North Carolina Wilmington 64
Davidson 84, North Carolina Pembroke 53
Duke 93, Wofford 58
East Carolina 48, VCU 46
Georgia Tech 88, Rice 57
Grambling State 94, Arkansas Baptist 52
Lipscomb 113, Oglethorpe 38
Longwood 105, Webber International 38
Morgan State 54, Presbyterian 41
Norfolk State 68, Drexel 56
North Carolina 77, Florida 57
Southeastern Louisiana 58, Nicholls 54
Tennessee 90, Memphis 75
Toledo 70, Troy 62
West Georgia 63, Alabama State 46

MiDwest 
Bowling Green 64, Marquette 62
Cincinnati 67, Marshall 64
Detroit 65, Youngstown State 58
Kansas State 83, New Mexico State 39
Northwestern 79, UNLV 76 (OT)
Oral Roberts 76, Missouri 63
Saint Louis 69, Valparaiso 59
South Dakota 78, Mount Marty 74

southwest 
Baylor 97, Utah Tech 34

west 
Boise State 74, Furman 65
California Davis 65, Idaho 58
California Riverside 74, Utah State 59
Denver 64, Western Colorado 58
Florida Atlantic 71, Georgia Southern 66 (OT)
Grand Canyon 82, Wright State 69
Washington 64, North Dakota State 51
Wichita State 100, California State Bakersfield 69

nCAA men

weDnesDaY’s results
east 
Albany (N.Y.) 74, Sacred Heart 66
Binghamton 62, Mercyhurst 60
Central Connecticut State 64, Fairfield 63
Connecticut 94, Xavier 89 (OT)
George Washington 82, Lafayette 62
Georgetown 81, Creighton 57
La Salle 77, Fairleigh Dickinson 72
Le Moyne 80, Dartmouth 76
Manhattan 80, Wagner 66
Massachusetts 77, Northeastern 72
Massachusetts Lowell 78, Stonehill 67
Mount St. Mary’s 80, Long Island 72
Saint Joseph’s 84, American 57
Temple 62, Davidson 61
Vermont 75, Miami (Ohio) 67

south 
Alabama Birmingham 96, Alabama A&M 67
Bethune-Cookman 77, South Florida 69
Chattanooga 99, Tennessee Wesleyan 52
East Tennessee State 84, Elon 58
Furman 100, Montreat 75
Georgia Tech 91, Maryland Baltimore County 82
Hampton 108, Regent 65
Longwood 77, Campbell 55
Louisiana Lafayette 68, Appalachian State 62
Memphis 64, Virginia 62
North Carolina Wilmington 79, Florida Gulf Coast 66
Northern Kentucky 73, Detroit 60
Presbyterian 116, Virginia Lynchburg 53
Queens (N.C.) 73, Mercer 66
South Carolina State 85, South Carolina Upstate 70
Vanderbilt 105, The Citadel 53
William & Mary 93, Richmond 87

MiDwest 
Bradley 66, San Francisco 64
Illinois State 81, Northern Illinois 60
Indiana State 84, Murray State 74
Loyola Chicago 72, Canisius 60
Michigan Tech 72, Green Bay 70
Missouri State 61, Lincoln (Mo.) 49
Ohio 78, Austin Peay 58
Wofford 74, Saint Louis 71
Youngstown State 80, Wright State 70

southwest 
East Texas A&M 68, Abilene Christian 67
Houston 78, Toledo 49
North Texas 83, Mississippi Valley State 42
Oklahoma State 66, Tarleton State 61
Texas A&M Corpus Christi 117, Southwestern Adventist 63
Texas Arlington 80, Evansville 54

west 
Gonzaga 102, Nicholls 72
Texas Rio Grande Valley 78, Southern Utah 73
Utah Valley State 70, Idaho State 56
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Legal Notices815

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT
WATER AND SCIENCE ADMINISTRATION

NOTICE OF APPLICATION RECEIVED
Montgomery County
Application for State Discharge Permit 25DP3896, NPDES Permit 
MD0068161:
United States Army Corps of Engineers - Baltimore District, 5900 
MacArthur Boulevard, Washington, DC 20016 submitted an application 
for a new permit to discharge an average of 0.12 million gallons per day 
(when discharging) of water treatment plant process water, raw water, 
clear well emergency overflow, backwash water, and stormwater from 
the Washington Aqueduct, a drinking water facility located at 5900 
MacArthur Blvd., Washington, DC 20016 to Little Falls Branch (Use I-P).
This facility is located on a census tract with an Environmental Jus-
tice (EJ) Score in the 49th percentile of all tracts in Maryland.  This EJ 
score has been calculated considering a combination of the following 
factors: pollution burden exposure, pollution burden environmental 
effects, sensitive populations, and socioeconomic indicators (https://
mdewwp.page.link/EJ).
A copy of the application may be downloaded from the Department’s 
website at https://mdewwp.page.link/wwpportal.  At that webpage, 
search for State Number 25-DP-3896 click “More Info,” and then select 
the desired document(s) to download.
If a written request is received by December 27, 2024, an informa-
tional meeting can be held to discuss the application and permitting 
process.  Requests should be forwarded to the Maryland Department 
of the Environment, Water and Science Administration, 1800 
Washington Blvd., Baltimore, Maryland 21230-1708, Attn: Mr. Jon-
athan Rice, Chief, Industrial and General Permits Division. Hear-
ing-impaired persons may request an interpreter at the informational 
meeting by contacting Mr. Rice at (410) 537-3859 or 1-800-633-6101, 
or at the above address, at least ten working days prior to the sched-
uled meeting. Such requests may also be emailed to jonathan.rice@
maryland.gov.
Any person wishing to review the application should contact Mr. Rice at 
the above telephone number to schedule an appointment. Copies may 
be obtained at a cost of $0.36 per page.

Bids & Proposals825

THE SEED PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

New Classroom Doors and Locks 

The SEED Public Charter School of Washington, D.C. cordially invites 
qualified firms to submit their proposals for the removal and replace-
ment of forty (40) classroom doors and locks. Detailed specifica-
tions are available in the Request for Proposal (RFP), which can be 
obtained during regular business hours, from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, at 
the following location: 

Carl Dyson
Campus Operations Manager

THE SEED PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL OF WASHINGTON, D.C.
4300 C Street, SE

Washington, DC 20019
CDyson@dc.seedschool.org

202-248-7773 x 5045

The deadline for submitting bids is December 24, 2024  at 12:00pm

All bids not addressing all areas as outlined in the RFP will not 
be considered.

Cars1405

LAND ROVER
Lexus ES 350 2016 1 Owner/30k/
exc cond.$21,500.240-281-3466.

Autos Wanted1447

DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/RV
Lutheran Mission Society of MD
Compassion Place ministries help 
local families with food, clothing,
counseling. Tax deductible. MVA 
licensed #W1044. 410-228-8437 
www.CompassionPlace.org

Legal Notices815

Crown Castle is proposing to 
replace an existing 37-foot 
4-inch utility pole with a 43-foot 
replacement utility pole with an 
overall height of 45 feet 10-inch-
es at the following site: 1230
Decatur St NW, Washington, DC 
20011 [38.94824, -77.02938].
Crown Castle invites comments 
from any interested party on the 
impact of the proposed action 
on any districts, sites, buildings, 
structures or objects significant 
in American history, archaeolo-
gy, engineering or culture that
are listed or determined eligible 
for listing in the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places and/or
specific reason the proposed
action may have a significant
impact on the quality of the
human environment. Specific
information regarding the proj-
ect is available by contacting
McKayla Grasham, m.grash-
am@trileaf.com, 410-853-7128
during normal business hours.
Comments must be received
at 8600 LaSalle Road, Suite 301,
Towson, MD 21286 within 30
days of publication.

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
COLBERT COUNTY, ALABAMA

CASE NO.: 15-0263

IN THE MATTER OF: THE ESTATE 
OF HAROLD GLEN CARRIGAN, 
DECEASED

NOTICE OF HEARING
A hearing is hereby set on Jan-
uary 9 2025 at 9:30 A.M. in the 
Probate Court of Colbert Coun-
ty, Alabama on the Petition for 
Final Settlement in the Estate of 
Harold Glen Carrigan, deceased.

DEBORAH BELL PASEUR
Attorney for Petitioner, Matthew 
W. Coats
Administrator
1847 N. Wood Avenue
Florence, AL 35630
(256) 766-3131

On November 19, 2024, NOAA 
Fisheries published a proposed 
incidental harassment authori-
zation (IHA) for public comment 
in the Federal Register (open 
until December 20, 2024), pur-
suant to the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act. The proposed 
IHA would authorize the “take” 
of marine mammals incidental 
to a marine geophysical survey 
in coastal waters off Texas in 
the northwest Gulf of Mexico. 
You can find information related 
to this action at https://www.fe
deralregister.gov/documents/2
024/11/19/2024-26903/takes-o
f-marine-mammals-incidental-t
o-speci fi  ed-activities-taking-m
arine-mammals-incidental-to-a

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

PROBATE DIVISION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001-2131

2024 FEP 000126
February 4, 2024

Date of Death

HAGE GOTTFRIED GEINGOB
Name of Decedent

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF
FOREIGN PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Anielle G.F. von Finckenstein as 
Nominee of Pointbreak Trust and 
Estate PTY (LTD), whose address 
is c/o Lossen and Feld Streets, 
Windhoek, Namibia was appoint-
ed personal representative of the 
estate of Hage Gottfried Geingob, 
deseased, by the Master of the 
High Court Namibia, on March 
26, 2024.
Service of process may be 
made upon Northwest Regis-
tered Agent Service Inc., 1717 N 
Street NW, Suite 1, Washington 
DC 20036 whose designation as 
District of Columbia agent has 
been filed with the Register of 
Wills, D.C.
The decedent owned District 
of Columbia personal property. 
Claims against the decedent may 
be presented to the undersigned 
and filed with the Register of 
Wills for the District of Columbia, 
Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 
3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001 
within 6 months from the date of 
first publication of this notice.

Anielle G.F. von Finckenstein
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

Nicole D. Stevens
REGISTER OF WILLS
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

PROBATE DIVISION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001-2131

2024 ADM 000940

Andjelija Gavrilovic Marcetic
Name of Decedent

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT,
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS

Maria Showker, whose address 
is 11706 College View Drive, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20902 
was appointed personal repre-
sentative of the estate of And-
jelija Gavrilovic Marcetic, who 
died on 6/23/2024 with a will 
and will serve without Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs 
and heirs whose whereabouts 
are unknown shall enter their 
appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment 
(or to the probate of decedent’s 
Will) shall be filed with the Reg-
ister of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 
5th Street, NW, 3rd Floor, Wash-
ington DC 20001, on or before 
06/12/25. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to 
the undersigned with a copy to 
the Register of Wills or filed with 
the Register of Wills with a copy 
to the undersigned, on or before 
06/12/25, or be forever barred. 
Persons believed to be heirs or 
legatees of the decedent who do 
not receive a copy of this notice 
by mail within 25 days of its first 
publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, 
address and relationship.

Maria Showker
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

Nicole D. Stevens
REGISTER OF WILLS

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

PROBATE DIVISION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001-2131

2024 ADM 001352

Delester Monk
Name of Decedent

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT,
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS

Talmadge Monk, whose address 
is 3220 Westdale Ct Waldorf, MD 
20601 was appointed personal 
representative of the estate of 
Delester Monk, who died on 
October 21, 2024 without a will 
and will serve without Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs 
and heirs whose whereabouts 
are unknown shall enter their 
appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment 
shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 
5th Street, NW, 3rd Floor, Wash-
ington DC 20001, on or before 
06/05/2025. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to 
the undersigned with a copy to 
the Register of Wills or filed with 
the Register of Wills with a copy 
to the undersigned, on or before 
06/05/2025, or be forever barred. 
Persons believed to be heirs or 
legatees of the decedent who do 
not receive a copy of this notice 
by mail within 25 days of its first 
publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, 
address and relationship.

Talmadge Monk
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

Nicole D. Stevens
REGISTER OF WILLS

Montgomery County850

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 

MARYLAND

Laura H.G. O’Sullivan, et al., 
Substitute Trustees
Plaintiffs 

vs.

Rebecca Laryea aka 
Rebecca Nardu Lartey 
Defendant

Civil No. C-15-CV-24-002463

NOTICE

ORDERED, this 2nd day of De-
cember 2024 by the Circuit 
Court  of MONTGOMERY COUN-
TY, Maryland, thatthe sale of the 
property at 7553 Spring Lake 
Drive D2, Bethesda, Maryland 
20817 mentioned in these pro-
ceedings, made and reported by 
Laura H.G. O’Sullivan, et. al, Sub-
stitute Trustees, be ratified and 
confirmed, unless cause to the 
contrary thereof be shown on or 
before the 2nd day of January 
2025 next, provided a copy of 
this notice be  inserted in some 
newspaper published in said 
County once in each of three  
successive weeks before the 
2nd day of January, 2025, next.  
The report states the amount of 
sale to be $228,000.00.

KAREN A. BUSHELL
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 
MARYLAND

24-600306

Dec 5,12,19 2024 0012478647
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BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

4102 PEPPERTREE LANE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20906

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated January 27, 2006, recorded in Liber 31760, Folio 
592 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $252,000.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

DECEMBER 27, 2024 AT 1:00 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and described as Unit numbered four thousand 
one hundred two (4102), Phase One, in the “Rolling Spring 
Condominium” and more fully described in the aforesaid 
Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $20,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 346868-5)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 12,19,26 2024 0012477880

Montgomery County850

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 

MARYLAND

James E. Clarke, et al.
Substitute Trustees
Plaintiffs

V.

Timothy R. Kenney and 
Timothy R. Kenney
Defendant(s)

Civil No. 455237V

NOTICE PURSUANT TO 
MD RULE 14-215 (A)

ORDERED, by the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, Maryland, 
this 10 day of December, 2024,
that the foreclosure sale of the 
property described in the deed 
of trust docketed herein and lo-
cated at 10729 Gloxinia Drive, 
Rockville, MD 20852 made and 
reported by James E. Clarke, Sub-
stitute Trustees, be RATIFIED and 
CONFIRMED, unless cause to the 
contrary be shown on or before 
the 10th day of January, 2025;
provided a copy of this Order be 
inserted in THE WASHINGTON 
POST, once in each of three (3) 
successive weeks before the 
10th day of January, 2025. The 
Report of Sale states the amount 
of the sale at $736,000.00.

KAREN A. BUSHELL
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Orlans 18-700257

Dec 12,19,26 2024 0012479275

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 

MARYLAND

Glen H. Tschirgi, 
Substitute Trustee 
Plaintiff,     

V.

Bijan Khorsand
Defendant(s)

CASE NO. C-15-CV-23-000209

NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued this 16 
day of December, 2024 that the 
sale of the property in this case, 
real property at 13220 Glen 
Rd., Gaithersburg MD 20878,
reported by Glen H. Tschirgi, Sub-
stitute Trustee, be ratified and 
confirmed, unless cause to the 
contrary be shown on or before 
the 16 day of January, 2025
provided a copy of this Notice be 
inserted in The Washington Post, 
a newspaper published in Mont-
gomery County, Maryland, once 
in each of three (3) successive 
weeks on or before the 16th day 
of January, 2025.  The report 
states the amount of sale to be 
$385,000.00.

KAREN A. BUSHELL
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479981

Montgomery County850

Montgomery County850

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 

MARYLAND

Brennan Ferguson, et al. 
Substitute Trustees
Plaintiffs,

V.

EUGENE A GRIMMETT, JR,
Defendant.

Case No. C-15-CV-24-002362

NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued this 
2nd day of December, 2024,
that the sale of the property in 
this case, 13343 Demetrias 
Way, Germantown, Maryland 
20874, reported by Brennan Fer-
guson, John C. Hamahan, Jeremy 
B. Wilkins, Amanda Driscole, Rob-
ert Oliveri, and Paul Heinmuller,
Substitute Trnstees, be ratified
and confirmed, unless cause
to the contrary be shown on or
before the 2nd day of January,
2025, provided a copy of this No-
tice be inserted in The Washing-
ton Post, a newspaper published 
in Montgomery County, Mary-
land, once in each of three (3)
successive weeks on or before
the 2nd day of January, 2025.
The report states the amount of 
sale to be $106,000.00.

KAREN A. BUSHELL
Clerk

Dec 5,12,19 2024 0012478650

Montgomery County850

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

7572 SPRING LAKE DRIVE, UNIT A
BETHESDA, MD 20817

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of 
Trust dated August 8, 2016, recorded in Liber 53045, 
Folio 407 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $176,739.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 1:55 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and described as Unit No. 7572-A in a Plan of 
Condominium Subdivision styled “Plat of Condominium 
Subdivision - Spring Lake Condominium” and more fully 
described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $15,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 371159-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479193

SHERIFF’S SALE
VALUABLE REAL PROPERTY

STATE OF MARYLAND
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TO WIT:

By virtue of a Writ of Execution issued by the District Court for Mont-
gomery County, Maryland, and to me as Sheriff of said County, direct-
ed at the suit of Woodlake Park Condominium vs. Habtamu Yimesgen 
in the District Court for Montgomery County, Maryland Case No. D-06-
CV-22-014081 have this 22nd day of October 2024, seized and taken 
into execution all the right and title, claim, interest, and estate, at the 
time the judgment became a lien on the property, both at law and in 
equity of the said Habtamu Yimesgen, of, in, to, and about the follow-
ing described property to wit:

Real property of Habtamu Yimesgen, located at 3529 Woodlake 
Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20904 and further described BEING 
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED as Unit Number 32 in Phase No. 7, in 
the Woodlake Park Condominium as established pursuant to the 
Declaration of the Woodlake Park Condominium, Inc. by Beazer 
Homes Corp., Declarant, dated February 11, 2011 and recorded 
among the Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland in 
Liber LEK No. 48336, folio 164, et seq., as amended from time to 
time especially in the Sixth Supplementary Declaration Wood-
lake Park Condominium, Inc. dated August 7, 2014 and recorded 
among the Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland in 
Liber LEK, No. 49129, folio 264, et seq., the By-Laws recorded 
as part of the Declaration at Liber LEK No. 48336, folio 187, and 
pursuant to the plats entitled “Condominium Plat, Phase 7, 
Woodlake Park Condominium, Inc.” recorded among the afore-
said Land Records on Plat LEK No. 11157 and “Condominium Plat 
Unit Plan Phase 7, Woodlake Park Condominium, Inc.” recorded 
among the aforesaid Land Records on Plat LEK No. 11158. The 
improvements thereon being known as 3529 Woodlake Drive, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904.

Being the same property conveyed unto Habtamu Yimesgen by 
deed recorded in Liber 49388 at Folio 00136 among the land re-
cords of Montgomery County, Maryland.

Purchasers should be aware that they are purchasing Habtamu 
Yimesgen’s interest only. The described property will be sold subject 
to reservations of title, subject to liens of records, and to all claims 
known and unknown.  To obtain clear title, the cost of conveyance and 
outstanding senior liens must be paid by the purchaser.

I hereby give notice that I will sell all the right, title, claim, interest and 
estate both in law and in equity of the said Habtamu Yimesgen, and, 
of, in, to, and about the above-described property to the highest bid-
der for cash at the Maryland Avenue entrance of the Judicial Center, 
50 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland on Wednesday, January 8, 
2025 at 10:15 am.

TERMS OF SALE:   

A deposit of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) of the purchase price 
will be required at the time of the sale, balance due within 10 days 
after ratification from the courts.  Deposit and remaining balance must 
be paid in U.S. currency, certified check, or cashier’s check.  No per-
sonal or business checks will be accepted.  To be eligible to bid you 
must have a government issued photo ID (i.e., Driver’s License) and 
five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) deposit in hand.

In the event of default by said purchaser and at their risk and ex-
penses, the Sheriff may declare the deposit forfeited and resell the 
premises.  In such event the defaulting purchaser will be liable for 
payment of all costs and expenses of both sales. The forfeited deposit, 
less expenses, will be credited towards the judgment after the final 
ratification.  This sale will be final after ratification from the courts.

Maxwell C. Uy, Sheriff
Montgomery County, Maryland

Dec 19 2024 0012479950
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Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
4340 East West Highway, Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 907-8000

www.rosenberg-assoc.com

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

129 WATER STREET
GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of 
Trust from Marcella L. MaGowan dated June 30, 2006 and 
recorded in Liber 32760, folio 672 among the Land Records 
of Montgomery County, MD, default having occurred under 
the terms thereof, the Trustees will sell at public auction at 
the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, at the Court House 
Door, 50 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 1:49 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with 
the buildings and improvements thereon situated in 
Montgomery County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.  Tax ID #09-00826586.
The property, which is improved by a dwelling, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $52,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price to be paid in cash within ten days of final 
ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for Montgomery 
County.  Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase money 
at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note from the 
date of sale to the date funds are received in the office 
of the Trustees.  There will be no abatement of interest in 
the event additional funds are tendered before settlement 
or if settlement is delayed for any reason. The noteholder 
shall not be obligated to pay interest if it is the purchaser.  
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. There will 
be no reduction of interest due to overpayment of deposit.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes (excluding recapture 
of previously reduced or exempt taxes) and any other 
public charges or assessments, to the extent such amount 
survive foreclosure sale, including water/sewer charges, 
and ground rent to be adjusted to date of sale and paid at 
execution of the deed, except where the secured party is the 
purchaser, and thereafter assumed by the purchaser.  All 
due and/or unpaid private utility, water and sewer facilities 
charges, condo/HOA assessments and Columbia Assoc. 
assessments, to the extent such amount survive foreclosure 
sale, are payable by the purchaser without adjustment.  
Cost of all documentary stamps, transfer taxes, recaptured 
taxes (including but not limited to agricultural taxes), 
and settlement expenses shall be borne by the purchaser. 
Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining physical 
possession of the property. Purchaser assumes the risk of 
loss or damage to the property from the date of sale forward.  
Additional terms to be announced at the time of sale.
If the Trustees are unable to convey good and marketable 
title, the purchaser’s sole remedy in law and equity shall 
be limited to a refund of the deposit without interest.  If 
the purchaser fails to go to settlement, subject to order of 
the court, the entire deposit (including any amount received 
over the advertised deposit amount) shall be forfeited to the 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability.  In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser 
shall not be entitled to receive the surplus, if any, even if such 
surplus results from improvements to the property by said 
defaulting purchaser and the defaulting purchaser shall 
be liable to the Trustees and secured party for reasonable 
attorney’s fees and expenses incurred in connection with 
all litigation involving the Property or the proceeds of the 
resale. Defaulting purchaser waives personal service of any 
document filed in connection with such a motion on him/
herself and/or any principal or corporate designee, and 
expressly agrees to accept service of any such document 
by regular mail directed to the address provided by said 
purchaser at the time of the foreclosure auction. Trustees’ 
file number 22-000264-MD-F-1.

Diane S. Rosenberg, Mark D. Meyer, et al., Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479214

SHERIFF’S SALE
VALUABLE REAL PROPERTY

STATE OF MARYLAND
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TO WIT:

By virtue of a Writ of Execution issued by the Circuit Court for Mont-
gomery County, Maryland, and to me as Sheriff of said County, direct-
ed at the suit of 4620 North Park Avenue Condo vs. Lisa Drazin in 
the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland Case No. C-15-
CV-22-001016 have this 9th day of October 2024, seized and taken
into execution all the right and title, claim, interest, and estate, at the 
time the judgment became a lien on the property, both at law and
in equity of the said Lisa Drazin, of, in, to, and about the following
described property to wit:

Real property of Lisa Drazin, located at 4620 North Park Ave., 
Unit 1601-W, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 and further described as 
Unit numbered 1601 W and Parking Units No. 1-128 and 1-129 in 
a “Plan of Condominium Subdivision – 4620 North Park Avenue 
Condominium” as per plat thereof recorded in Condominium 
Plat Book 9 at Plat 931 among the Land Records for Montgomery 
County, Maryland. Being part of the land and premises declared 
to be subject to a Horizontal Property Regime for a certain Mas-
ter Deed dated the 19th day of November, 1973 in Liber 4468 at 
Folio 227 among the aforesaid Land Records.

Being the same property conveyed unto Lisa Drazin by deed re-
corded in Liber 66024 at Folio 00255 among the land records of 
Montgomery County, Maryland.

Purchasers should be aware that they are purchasing Lisa Drazin’s in-
terest only. The described property will be sold subject to reservations 
of title, subject to liens of records, and to all claims known and un-
known.  To obtain clear title, the cost of conveyance and outstanding 
senior liens must be paid by the purchaser.

I hereby give notice that I will sell all the right, title, claim, interest 
and estate both in law and in equity of the said Lisa Drazin, and, of, 
in, to, and about the above-described property to the highest bidder 
for cash at the Maryland Avenue entrance of the Judicial Center, 50 
Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland on Wednesday, January 8, 
2025 at 10:30 am.

TERMS OF SALE: 

A deposit of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) of the purchase price 
will be required at the time of the sale, balance due within 10 days 
after ratification from the courts.  Deposit and remaining balance must 
be paid in U.S. currency, certified check, or cashier’s check.  No per-
sonal or business checks will be accepted.  To be eligible to bid you 
must have a government issued photo ID (i.e., Driver’s License) and 
five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) deposit in hand.

In the event of default by said purchaser and at their risk and ex-
penses, the Sheriff may declare the deposit forfeited and resell the 
premises.  In such event the defaulting purchaser will be liable for 
payment of all costs and expenses of both sales. The forfeited deposit, 
less expenses, will be credited towards the judgment after the final 
ratification.  This sale will be final after ratification from the courts.

Maxwell C. Uy, Sheriff
Montgomery County, Maryland

Dec 19 2024 0012479951
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Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
4340 East West Highway, Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 907-8000

www.rosenberg-assoc.com

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

709 BRENT ROAD
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
from Thomas A. Barnhill and Paula A. Barnhill dated 
February 11, 2015 and recorded in Liber 49939, folio 388 
among the Land Records of Montgomery County, MD, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Trustees will 
sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Montgomery 
County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland Ave., Rockville, 
MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 1:47 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with 
the buildings and improvements thereon situated in 
Montgomery County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.  Tax ID #04-00207735.
The property, which is improved by a dwelling, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $21,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price to be paid in cash within ten days of final 
ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for Montgomery 
County.  Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase money 
at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note from the 
date of sale to the date funds are received in the office 
of the Trustees.  There will be no abatement of interest in 
the event additional funds are tendered before settlement 
or if settlement is delayed for any reason. The noteholder 
shall not be obligated to pay interest if it is the purchaser.  
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. There will 
be no reduction of interest due to overpayment of deposit.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes (excluding recapture 
of previously reduced or exempt taxes) and any other 
public charges or assessments, to the extent such amount 
survive foreclosure sale, including water/sewer charges, 
and ground rent to be adjusted to date of sale and paid at 
execution of the deed, except where the secured party is the 
purchaser, and thereafter assumed by the purchaser.  All 
due and/or unpaid private utility, water and sewer facilities 
charges, condo/HOA assessments and Columbia Assoc. 
assessments, to the extent such amount survive foreclosure 
sale, are payable by the purchaser without adjustment.  
Cost of all documentary stamps, transfer taxes, recaptured 
taxes (including but not limited to agricultural taxes), 
and settlement expenses shall be borne by the purchaser. 
Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining physical 
possession of the property. Purchaser assumes the risk of 
loss or damage to the property from the date of sale forward.  
Additional terms to be announced at the time of sale.
If the Trustees are unable to convey good and marketable 
title, the purchaser’s sole remedy in law and equity shall 
be limited to a refund of the deposit without interest.  If 
the purchaser fails to go to settlement, subject to order of 
the court, the entire deposit (including any amount received 
over the advertised deposit amount) shall be forfeited to the 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability.  In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser 
shall not be entitled to receive the surplus, if any, even if such 
surplus results from improvements to the property by said 
defaulting purchaser and the defaulting purchaser shall 
be liable to the Trustees and secured party for reasonable 
attorney’s fees and expenses incurred in connection with 
all litigation involving the Property or the proceeds of the 
resale. Defaulting purchaser waives personal service of any 
document filed in connection with such a motion on him/
herself and/or any principal or corporate designee, and 
expressly agrees to accept service of any such document 
by regular mail directed to the address provided by said 
purchaser at the time of the foreclosure auction. Trustees’ 
file number 24-002178-MD-F-1.

Diane S. Rosenberg, Mark D. Meyer, et al., Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479213

SHERIFF’S SALE
VALUABLE REAL PROPERTY

STATE OF MARYLAND
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TO WIT:

By virtue of a Writ of Execution issued by the District Court for Mont-
gomery County, Maryland, and to me as Sheriff of said County, directed 
at the suit of Overlook at North Lake Homeowners Association Inc. vs. 
Luis Castillo and Marylu Carranza in the District Court for Montgomery 
County, Maryland Case No. 06-01-0020356-2011 have this 12th day of 
July 2024, seized and taken into execution all the right and title, claim, 
interest, and estate, at the time the judgment became a lien on the 
property, both at law and in equity of the said Luis Castillo and Marylu 
Carranza, of, in, to, and about the following described property to wit:          

Real property of Luis Castillo and Marylu Carranza, located at 
12116 Skip Jack Drive, Germantown, MD 20874 and further 
described as Lot Numbered 425 in Block Lettered D in a subdi-
vision known as PLAT 74, GUNNERS LAKE VILLAGE, recorded in 
Plat Book 147 at Plat Number 16859, among the Land Records of 
Montgomery County, Maryland.

Being the same property conveyed unto Luis Castillo and Marylu 
Carranza by deed recorded in Liber 32211 at Folio 00509 among 
the land records of Montgomery County, Maryland.

Purchasers should be aware that they are purchasing Luis Castillo and 
Marylu Carranza’s interest only. The described property will be sold 
subject to reservations of title, subject to liens of records, and to all 
claims known and unknown. To obtain clear title, the cost of con-
veyance and outstanding senior liens must be paid by the purchaser.

I hereby give notice that I will sell all the right, title, claim, interest and 
estate both in law and in equity of the said Luis Castillo and Marylu 
Carranza, and, of, in, to, and about the above-described property to 
the highest bidder for cash at the Maryland Avenue entrance of the 
Judicial Center, 50 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland on Wednes-
day, January 8, 2025 at 10:00 am.

TERMS OF SALE:  

A deposit of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) of the purchase price 
will be required at the time of the sale, balance due within 10 days 
after ratification from the courts.  Deposit and remaining balance must 
be paid in U.S. currency, certified check, or cashier’s check.  No per-
sonal or business checks will be accepted.  To be eligible to bid you 
must have a government issued photo ID (i.e., Driver’s License) and 
five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) deposit in hand.

In the event of default by said purchaser and at their risk and ex-
penses, the Sheriff may declare the deposit forfeited and resell the 
premises.  In such event the defaulting purchaser will be liable for 
payment of all costs and expenses of both sales. The forfeited deposit, 
less expenses, will be credited towards the judgment after the final 
ratification.  This sale will be final after ratification from the courts.

Maxwell C. Uy, Sheriff
Montgomery County, Maryland

Dec 19 2024 0012479953

Give the gift
of information

Gift subscriptions
washingtonpost.com/my-post

S0390-1x1

Montgomery County850

washingtonpost.com/classifieds

EFGHI

CLASSIFIED
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2024

D8

EZ



EZ CLASSIFIED zone EZ | 2024-12-19 | D 9 | BLACK
D 9 | EZ

Trustees Sale - DC840

HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP
800 17TH STREET N.W., SUITE 1100

WASHINGTON, DC 20006
PHONE 202.469.5178

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
COMMERCIAL OFFICE BUILDING

WITH LOWER-LEVEL RETAIL

1800 M STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20036

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in that certain Deed of Trust, Assignment of Rents and Leases, Collateral 
Assignment of Property Agreements, Security Agreement and Fixture Filing from 1800 M Street Owner, LP and 1800 M Street 
TRS, LP, each a Delaware limited partnership (“Borrower”), dated as of December 8, 2021, and recorded with the District 
of Columbia Recorder of Deeds (“Land Records”) as Instrument No. 2021161852, assigned to 1800 M Property Owner 
LLC, a Delaware limited liability company (“Assignee”) by Assignment and Assumption of Interest Under Deed of Trust, 
Assignment of Rents and Leases, Security Agreement and Fixture Filing recorded in the Land Records on November 15, 
2024 as Instrument No. 2024107581 (collectively, the “Deed of Trust”), and those certain Notices of Foreclosure Sale of Real 
Property, which were recorded in the Land Records on November 19, 2024 as Instrument Nos.: 2024108568 and 2024108570 
pursuant to Sections 42-815 and 42-818 of the D.C. Code, the holder of the indebtedness secured thereby (the “Beneficiary”), 
having appointed June L. Marshall and Philip T. Evans as Substitute Trustees (collectively, the “Substitute Trustees”) by 
instrument duly executed, acknowledged and recorded among the Land Records as Instrument No.: 2024107582, default 
having occurred under the terms of said Deed of Trust and at the request of the Beneficiary, the undersigned Substitute 
Trustees, either of whom may act, will offer the following property for sale at Public Auction:

Sale to be held at the Offices of Alex Cooper Auctioneers, Inc.
4910 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 100

Washington, DC 20016
On Friday, December 20, 2024 at 11:00 a.m.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION (the “Real Estate”):

All of that certain lot or parcel of land situated, lying and being in the District of Columbia, and being more particularly 
described as follows:
Parcel I: Lot 95 in Square 140 in a subdivision made by Knickerbocker Properties, Inc. VII, as per plat recorded in Liber 185 
at folio 6 in the Office of Surveyor of the District of Columbia.
Parcel II: TOGETHER WITH the benefits of that certain Easement Agreement, by and between Square 140 Associates, The 
Equitable Life Assurance Society of the United States, Gustave Ring, et al, dated October 18, 1982, and recorded December 
16, 1982 as Instrument No. 32590.
Parcel III: TOGETHER WITH the benefits of that certain Easement Agreement, by and between Square 140 Associates, The 
Equitable Life Assurance Society of the United States, 1850 M Limited Partnership, et al, dated October 18, 1982, and 
recorded December 16, 1982 as Instrument No. 32591.

FIXTURES, TANGIBLE AND INTANGIBLE PROPERTY
Pursuant to the Deed of Trust, Beneficiary holds a security interest and lien on all of the tangible and intangible assets of 
Borrower and will sell at public auction on the same date and at the same time and place, all of the personalty, fixtures, 
plans and property agreements of Borrower located on or about or related to the Real Estate that is subject to the security 
interest and lien of Beneficiary and not owned by any third party and excepting therefrom any cash or cash accounts or 
the like in the possession of Beneficiary or to which Beneficiary has rights or holds a security interest (such cash or cash 
accounts or the like to remain the property of Beneficiary).

TOGETHER WITH any and all buildings, structures, improvements or appurtenances now erected on the Real Estate, 
including, without limitation, all equipment, apparatus, machinery and fixtures of any kind or character forming a part of 
said buildings, structures, improvements or appurtenances and located in, upon or about the Real Estate and any buildings 
thereon, all as more particularly described in the Deed of Trust (collectively with the Real Estate, the “Property”). The 
“Property” does not include any property owned by any tenants at the Property.

CONDITIONS OF SALE:

The Property will be sold in an “AS IS/WHERE IS” condition without any warranty as to condition, express or implied, 
and without any representation or warranty as to the accuracy of the information furnished to prospective bidders by 
the Substitute Trustees or any other party, if any, and without any other representations or warranty of any nature. In 
particular, neither the Substitute Trustees nor the Beneficiary make any representation or warranty with respect to: (1) title 
to the Property; (2) the existence, nonexistence, or continued existence, validity, scope or nature of any zoning, land use, 
development, site plans, occupancy or other governmental permits or approvals; (3) fitness for any particular purpose or 
use; (4) flood zone designations; (5) compliance with any and all zoning or building laws, regulations and ordinances; (6) the 
fitness for habitation or the structural integrity or condition of any buildings or improvements; (7) ingress, egress or access 
to the Property or any portion thereof, whether vehicular, pedestrian or otherwise; (8) the rights of parties in possession, 
if any, or the existence, validity, terms, conditions or other matters with respect to any lease of all or any portion of the 
Property; (9) the existence of any security deposits or rental payments; (10) the environmental condition of the Property or 
the compliance of the Property with federal, state and local laws and regulations concerning the presence or disposal of 
hazardous substances; (11) compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act or any similar law; or (12) the condition of 
the Property, either patent or latent, of any nature whatsoever.

Neither the Substitute Trustees nor the Beneficiary shall have any obligation to obtain possession of the Property. It shall be 
the purchaser’s obligation, at the purchaser’s sole cost, to obtain possession of the Property.

Conveyance shall be by Substitute Trustees’ Deed, without covenant or warranty, express or implied. RISK OF LOSS, 
INSURABLE OR OTHERWISE, SHALL PASS TO THE PURCHASER IMMEDIATELY AND AUTOMATICALLY AT THE TIME OF SALE. 
Neither the Substitute Trustees nor the Beneficiary shall have any obligation to obtain or maintain any insurance coverage 
with respect to the Property.

The Property shall be sold subject to: (1) the rights of any tenant in possession of all or any portion of the Property under 
its lease if such rights have priority over the Deed of Trust; (2) any easements, restrictions, declarations, site plans, and 
restrictive covenants of record affecting the same, including, but not limited to any and all condominium restrictions, 
declarations, bylaws and plats and amendments thereto; (3) any and all disclosures and conditions on any plats of record 
affecting all or any portion of the Property; (4) any encroachments, overlaps, boundary line disputes and other matters 
which could be disclosed by an accurate survey of the Property; (5) any matters which would be disclosed by a physical 
inspection of the Property; (6) any and all environmental conditions, problems and/or violations, if any, that may exist on, 
affect or relate to the Property or any buildings or improvements thereon; (7) any and all zoning laws, regulations, PUD 
overlays, and ordinances or governmental permits or approvals affecting the Property (including without limitation any 
housing or building code violations, the existence of any lead paint, asbestos or radon or any other hazardous or toxic 
substances); and (8) all unfunded lease commissions, if any, and all unfunded lease and capital improvement costs, if any, 
all of which shall be the sole responsibility of the successful purchaser. The successful purchaser waives and releases the 
Substitute Trustees and the Beneficiary and each of their respective affiliates, agents, successors and assigns from any 
and all claims the successful purchaser may now have or may have in the future whatsoever relating to all or any portion 
of the Property, including without limitation: (1) any environmental condition or violation affecting all or any portion of the 
Property; (2) any existing or future building or zoning code problems or violations, and (3) the accuracy or validity of any 
information described herein. Acceptance of the Substitute Trustees deed to the Property by the successful purchaser shall 
constitute a waiver of any and all claims against the Substitute Trustees or Beneficiary concerning any of the foregoing 
matters. Certain occupancy leases to the United States Government, or agencies thereof, may require the consent of the 
tenant to the assumption of such leases, and compliance with applicable law concerning the assignment of rights under 
Government contracts.

IMPROVEMENTS:

The Property is believed to be improved by a ten (10) story commercial office building with lower-level retail.

TERMS OF SALE:

ALL CASH. This advertisement, as amended or supplemented by any oral announcements during the conduct of the sale, 
constitutes the Substitute Trustees’ entire terms upon which the Property shall be offered for sale, sold or purchased. The 
Substitute Trustees reserve the unqualified right to postpone the sale, withdraw the Property from sale, in whole or in part, 
at any time before sale or to release the Property, in whole or in part, from the Deed of Trust at any time before the sale. If the 
Substitute Trustees determine in their sole discretion that the final bid is not commensurate with the value of the Property, 
they may reject the bid and withdraw the Property from sale. If any dispute arises among the bidders, the Substitute Trustees 
shall have the sole and final discretion either to determine the successful bidder or to reoffer and resell the Property. A 
deposit in the amount of Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) will be required at the time and place of sale as a condition to 
bidding. Such deposit must be by cashier’s check or certified check or in such other form as the Substitute Trustees may 
determine in their sole discretion, which check shall be payable to “June L. Marshall, Trustee, and Philip T. Evans, Trustee.” 
The deposit must be increased to 5% of the purchase price within 2 business days after the foreclosure sale and delivered to 
the Substitute Trustees in the same form of funds as the initial deposit; provided, however, that the Substitute Trustees may 
require that the successful purchaser wire transfer the entire amount of the deposit in escrow to a title insurance company 
approved by the Substitute Trustees, pursuant to an escrow agreement in form satisfactory to the Substitute Trustees. 
The Beneficiary, or its nominee or its assignee, shall be exempted by the Substitute Trustees from submitting any bidding 
deposit. In the event the successful purchaser fails to deliver the additional deposit as and when required, the initial deposit 
will be forfeited. The Substitute Trustees will, as a condition of the sale, require all potential bidders except the Beneficiary 
to show their deposit before any bidding begins. The retained deposit of the successful purchaser shall be applied, without 
interest, to the successful purchaser’s credit at settlement; provided, however, that in the event the successful purchaser 
does not consummate the purchase in accordance with the terms of sale as herein provided, such deposit, at the option of 
the Substitute Trustees, will be forfeited. The successful purchaser shall settle and comply with the sale terms within thirty 
(30) days after date of sale unless said period is extended by the Substitute Trustees at the sole discretion of the Substitute 
Trustees. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. The balance of the purchase price over and above the retained deposit, with interest 
thereon at the interest rate then being charged under the notes secured by the Deed of Trust on the unpaid purchase money 
from the date of sale to date of settlement (as hereinafter specified), will be due at settlement by bank wire transfer; and if 
not so paid, the Substitute Trustees reserve the right to retain the deposit and resell the Property at the risk and cost of the 
defaulting purchaser, after such advertisement and on such terms as the Substitute Trustees may deem proper, and to avail 
themselves and the Beneficiary of any legal or equitable rights against the defaulting purchaser.  The purchaser shall not be 
entitled to any surplus proceeds or profit resulting from any resale of all or any portion of the Property.

All outstanding real property taxes shall be the sole responsibility of the successful purchaser. All other taxes and 
assessments, including, but not limited to, ground rents, other public charges, sewer charges, water rents, regular and 
special assessments and utilities payable on an annual or any other basis shall be adjusted as of the date of the foreclosure 
sale and paid by the successful purchaser at settlement. The successful purchaser shall pay in full all costs incident to 
the settlement and conveyancing including, without limitation, (i) examination of title and conveyancing charges, (ii) all 
recordation taxes, fees and charges, (iii) all transfer taxes, fees and charges, (iv) title insurance premiums, if any, (v) notary 
fees, (vi) settlement and escrow fees, and (vii) all other fees, costs and charges incident to settlement. Settlement will be 
handled by Chicago Title Insurance Company in Washington, DC.

Neither the Substitute Trustees, the Auctioneer or the Beneficiary or its affiliates are liable individually or otherwise for any 
matter relating to the sale or to the Property, except that if title to the Property cannot be transferred in accordance with the 
terms hereof for any reason, such liability is limited solely to the return of the purchaser’s deposit. There shall be no other 
rights or remedies against the Substitute Trustees, the Auctioneer and/or the Beneficiary or any of their respective affiliates, 
agents, successors and assigns, either in law or equity.

NOTE: The material contained herein describing the Property has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable; 
however, no express or implied warranty is made as to the accuracy of any description.  All dimensions or areas referred to 
herein are approximate.

For further information regarding the sale and the Property, please contact the offices or visit the website of the Auctioneer.

JUNE L. MARSHALL
PHILIP T. EVANS,

Substitute Trustees

Dec 9,11,13,17,19 2024 0012478649
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BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

1900 LYTTONSVILLE ROAD, UNIT #114
SILVER SPRING, MD 20910

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of 
Trust dated March 27, 2018, recorded in Liber 55949, 
Folio 308 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $151,844.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 2:15 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and described as Unit 114 as indicated on a 
Condominium Plat known as “Park Sutton Condominium” 
and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $22,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 371427-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479207

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND

 ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

10014 FOREST VIEW PLACE
GAITHERSBURG, MD 20886

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated January 22, 2021, recorded in Liber 62036, Folio 
374 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $179,400.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 2:17 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $17,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 368199-2)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479208

Montgomery County850 Montgomery County850

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

1308 MAGNOLIA ROAD
SILVER SPRING, MD 20905

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of 
Trust dated July 26, 2007, recorded in Liber 34701, Folio 
52 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $513,000.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 2:13 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $41,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 361548-2)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479206

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

1569 IVYSTONE COURT
SILVER SPRING, MD 20904

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of 
Trust dated May 4, 2006, recorded in Liber 32443, Folio 
732 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $332,000.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 2:11 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $20,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 120248-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479205

Montgomery County850 Montgomery County850

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

13 STORY DRIVE
GAITHERSBURG, MD 20878

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of 
Trust dated June 19, 2013, recorded in Liber 47501, Folio 
179 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $249,700.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 2:09 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $25,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 361282-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479203

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

9600 RIVER ROAD
POTOMAC, MD 20854

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated February 21, 2003, recorded in Liber 23540, Folio 
413 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $669,000.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 2:07 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $119,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 142676-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479202

Montgomery County850
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Montgomery County850

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

908 ERIE AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of 
Trust dated March 31, 2016, recorded in Liber 51981, 
Folio 259 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $418,815.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 2:05 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $39,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 358525-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479200

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

2705 NAVARRE DRIVE
CHEVY CHASE, MD 20815

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of 
Trust dated April 15, 2003, recorded in Liber 23814, Folio 
679 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $287,900.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 2:03 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $30,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 353527-2)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479199

Montgomery County850 Montgomery County850

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

8712 MANCHESTER ROAD, UNIT #4
SILVER SPRING, MD 20901

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated September 14, 2005, recorded in Liber 30825, Folio 
401 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $126,000.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 1:59 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and described as #8712 Unit 4 of “London 
Terrace Condominium” and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $6,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 32428-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479196

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

15100 INTERLACHEN DRIVE, UNIT #4-701
SILVER SPRING, MD 20906

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated January 21, 2016, recorded in Liber 51669, Folio 
151 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $397,500.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 2:01 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and described as Unit #4-701, The Greens at 
Leisure World II, a Condominium and more fully described in 
the aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $16,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 366883-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479198

Montgomery County850 Montgomery County850

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

9507 VANCE PLACE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20901

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of 
Trust dated October 24, 2014, recorded in Liber 49384, 
Folio 46 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $342,000.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 1:57 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $28,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 370913-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479194

McMichael Taylor Gray LLC
7470 New Technology Way, Suite P

Frederick, MD 21703
470-480-1820

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

9505 CAPE ANNE PLACE
MONTGOMERY VILLAGE, MD 20886

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated October 17, 2022, recorded in Liber 66476, Folio 
337 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $120,000.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 1:34 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.  Tax ID #09-01510765.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.  The property will be sold 
subject to a prior mortgage, the amount to be announced 
at the time of sale.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $13,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 24-000166-02)

Diana Theologou, et al., Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479186

Montgomery County850 Montgomery County850

McMichael Taylor Gray LLC
7470 New Technology Way, Suite P

Frederick, MD 21703
470-480-1820

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

9911 GREENEL ROAD
DAMASCUS, MD 20872

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of 
Trust dated July 2, 2008, recorded in Liber 35878, Folio 
549 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $150,000.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 1:30 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.  Tax ID #12-03343522.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.  The property will be sold 
subject to a prior mortgage, the amount to be announced 
at the time of sale.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $10,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 24-001223-02)
The property will be sold subject to a 120 day right of 
redemption by the Internal Revenue Service.

Diana Theologou, et al., Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479184

McMichael Taylor Gray LLC
7470 New Technology Way, Suite P

Frederick, MD 21703
470-480-1820

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

7117 INTREPID LANE
GAITHERSBURG, MD 20879

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of 
Trust dated June 1, 2007, recorded in Liber 34659, Folio 
594 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $200,000.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland 
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 1:32 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.  Tax ID #01-03265383.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.  The property will be sold 
subject to a prior mortgage, the amount to be announced 
at the time of sale.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $25,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 24-000112-01)
The property will be sold subject to a 120 day right of 
redemption by the Internal Revenue Service.

Diana Theologou, et al., Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479185

Montgomery County850 Montgomery County850

ORLANS PC
1602 VILLAGE MARKET BLVD. SE, SUITE 310

LEESBURG, VA 20175
703-777-7101

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

7128 Carroll Avenue
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Under a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from 
MARIE C. LAMOUR, dated June 6, 2005 and recorded in Liber 
30098, folio 733 among the Land Records of MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY, MD, default having occurred thereunder 
(Foreclosure Case docketed as Case No.441043V; Tax ID 
No.13-01066530 )  the Sub. Trustees will sell at public 
auction at the MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
located at 50 MARYLAND AVENUE, ROCKVILLE, MD 20850, 
on

JANUARY 7, 2025 at 1:30 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements 
thereon situated in MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD and more 
fully described in above referenced Deed of Trust.

The property will be sold in an “as is” condition and 
subject to conditions, restrictions and agreements of record 
affecting the same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale: A deposit $50,000.00 will be required at 
the time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK 
OR BY CASHIER’S CHECK,  CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
Balance of the purchase price to be paid in cash within 
ten days of final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY. Time is of the essence as to the 
purchaser. If the purchaser defaults, the deposit shall be 
forfeited and the property shall be resold at the purchaser’s 
risk and expense. The purchaser waives personal service 
and accepts service by first class mail and certified mail 
addressed to the address provided by said Purchaser as 
identified on the Memorandum of Sale for any Motion or 
Show Cause Order incident to this sale including a Motion 
to Default Purchaser and for Resale of the Property. In the 
event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser shall not be 
entitled to receive any benefit from the resale, including, 
but not limited to, additional proceeds or surplus which 
may arise therefrom. Interest to be paid on the unpaid 
purchase money at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust 
Note from the date of sale to the date funds are received 
by the Substitute Trustees. There will be no abatement 
of interest in the event additional funds are tendered at 
the time of sale or any time prior to settlement or if the 
settlement is delayed for any reason. In the event that the 
Secured Party executes a forbearance agreement with the 
borrower(s) described in the above-mentioned Deed of Trust, 
or allows the borrower(s) to execute their right to reinstate 
or payoff the subject loan, prior to the sale, with or without 
the Substitute Trustee’s prior knowledge, this Contract shall 
be null and void and of no effect, and the Purchaser’s sole 
remedy shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
Purchaser shall pay for documentary stamps, transfer taxes 
and settlement expenses. Taxes, ground rent, water rent, 
condominium fees and/or homeowner association dues, all 
public charges/assessments payable on an annual basis, 
including sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges, 
if applicable, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and 
assumed thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall 
be responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property. Purchaser assumes the risk of loss or damage to 
the property from the date of sale forward. If the Substitute 
Trustee(s) are unable to convey insurable title for any 
reason, the purchaser(s) sole remedy in law or equity shall 
be limited to a refund of the aforementioned deposit without 
interest. In the event the sale is not ratified for any reason, 
the Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is the return of 
the deposit without interest. (File # 14-700002)

JAMES E. CLARKE,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479169

Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
4340 East West Highway, Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 907-8000

www.rosenberg-assoc.com

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

11004 PETERSBOROUGH DRIVE
ROCKVILLE, MD 20852

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
from Alan S. Weiner and Deborah F. Weiner dated December 
21, 2005 and recorded in Liber 31598, folio 201 among the 
Land Records of Montgomery County, MD, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Trustees will sell at 
public auction at the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, 
at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 
20850, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 1:45 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with 
the buildings and improvements thereon situated in 
Montgomery County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.  Tax ID #04-02681105.
The property, which is improved by a dwelling, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $88,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price to be paid in cash within ten days of final 
ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for Montgomery 
County.  Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase money 
at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note from the 
date of sale to the date funds are received in the office 
of the Trustees.  There will be no abatement of interest in 
the event additional funds are tendered before settlement 
or if settlement is delayed for any reason. The noteholder 
shall not be obligated to pay interest if it is the purchaser.  
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. There will 
be no reduction of interest due to overpayment of deposit.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes (excluding recapture 
of previously reduced or exempt taxes) and any other 
public charges or assessments, to the extent such amount 
survive foreclosure sale, including water/sewer charges, 
and ground rent to be adjusted to date of sale and paid at 
execution of the deed, except where the secured party is the 
purchaser, and thereafter assumed by the purchaser.  All 
due and/or unpaid private utility, water and sewer facilities 
charges, condo/HOA assessments and Columbia Assoc. 
assessments, to the extent such amount survive foreclosure 
sale, are payable by the purchaser without adjustment.  
Cost of all documentary stamps, transfer taxes, recaptured 
taxes (including but not limited to agricultural taxes), 
and settlement expenses shall be borne by the purchaser. 
Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining physical 
possession of the property. Purchaser assumes the risk of 
loss or damage to the property from the date of sale forward.  
Additional terms to be announced at the time of sale.
If the Trustees are unable to convey good and marketable 
title, the purchaser’s sole remedy in law and equity shall 
be limited to a refund of the deposit without interest.  If 
the purchaser fails to go to settlement, subject to order of 
the court, the entire deposit (including any amount received 
over the advertised deposit amount) shall be forfeited to the 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability.  In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser 
shall not be entitled to receive the surplus, if any, even if such 
surplus results from improvements to the property by said 
defaulting purchaser and the defaulting purchaser shall 
be liable to the Trustees and secured party for reasonable 
attorney’s fees and expenses incurred in connection with 
all litigation involving the Property or the proceeds of the 
resale. Defaulting purchaser waives personal service of any 
document filed in connection with such a motion on him/
herself and/or any principal or corporate designee, and 
expressly agrees to accept service of any such document 
by regular mail directed to the address provided by said 
purchaser at the time of the foreclosure auction. Trustees’ 
file number 23-000974-MD-F-1.
The property will be sold subject to a 120 day right of 
redemption by the Internal Revenue Service.

Diane S. Rosenberg, Mark D. Meyer, et al., Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479090

Montgomery County850
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Samuel I. White, P.C.
448 Viking Drive, Suite 350
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE OF
VALUABLE FEE SIMPLE PROPERTY

KNOWN AS
11512 Bedfordshire Avenue

Potomac, MD 20854

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in a 
certain Deed of Trust to DONNA MASTASCUSA, Trustee(s), 
dated August 7, 2012, and recorded among the Land 
Records of MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND in Liber 
44665, folio 017, the holder of the indebtedness secured 
by this Deed of Trust having appointed the undersigned 
Substitute Trustees, by instrument duly recorded among 
the aforesaid Land Records, default having occurred 
under the terms thereof, and at the request of the party 
secured thereby, the undersigned Substitute Trustee will 
offer for sale at public auction at THE MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT 50 MARYLAND AVENUE, 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 ON,

JANUARY 6, 2025 at 1:30 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements 
thereon situated in MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD and 
described as follows:

SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY AND STATE OF 
MARYLAND: LOT NUMBERED 10 IN BLOCK 2 IN A SUBDIVISION 
KNOWN AS “BEDFORDSHIRE”, AS PER PLAT RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 86 AT PLAT 9037 AMONG THE LAND RECORDS OF 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

[POSITION]THE PROPERTY IS SUBJECT TO A PRIOR 
MORTGAGE. IF AVAILABLE THE AMOUNT WILL BE ANNOUNCED 
AT THE TIME OF THE SALE

The property will be sold in an “AS IS WHERE IS” 
condition without either express or implied warranty or 
representation, including but not limited to the description, 
fitness for a particular purpose or use, structural integrity, 
physical condition, construction, extent of construction, 
workmanship, materials, liability, zoning, subdivision, 
environmental condition, merchantability, compliance 
with building or housing codes or other laws, ordinances 
or regulations, or other similar matters, and subject to 
easements, agreements and restrictions of record which 
affect the same, if any.  The property will be sold subject to 
all conditions, liens, restrictions and agreements of record 
affecting same including any condominium and of HOA 
assessments pursuant to Md Real Property Article 11-110.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $20,000.00 PAYABLE ONLY BY 
certified funds, shall be required at the time of sale. CASH 
WILL NOT BE AN ACCEPTABLE FORM OF DEPOSIT. The balance 
of the purchase price with interest at 2.49% per annum from 
the date of sale to the date of payment will be paid within 
TEN DAYS after the final ratification of the sale. There will be 
no abatement of interest for any reason. Adjustments on all 
taxes, public charges and special or regular assessments 
will be made as of the date of sale and thereafter assumed 
by purchaser. There will be no abatement of taxes, public 
charges and special or regular assessments for any reason. 
If applicable, condominium and/or homeowner association 
dues and assessments that may become due after the 
time of sale will be the responsibility of the purchaser. 
Title examination, conveyancing, state revenue stamps, 
transfer taxes, title insurance, and all other costs incident 
to settlement are to be paid by the purchaser. Time is of 
the essence for the purchaser, otherwise the deposit will be 
forfeited, and the property may be resold at risk and costs 
of the defaulting purchaser and the purchaser agrees to 
pay reasonable attorneys’ fees for the Substitute trustees, 
plus all cost incurred, if the Substitute Trustee’s have filed 
the appropriate motion with the Court to resell the property. 
The purchasers waives personal service of any papers filed 
in connection with such a motion and expressly agrees to 
The purchaser agrees to accept service by first class mail 
at the address provided by the Purchaser as identified on 
the Memorandum of Sale. If the sale is not ratified or if the 
Substitute Trustees are unable to convey marketable title in 
accord with these terms of sale, the purchaser’s only remedy 
is return of the deposit.

The sale is subject to post-sale confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into a repayment agreement, reinstated, or paid 
off the loan prior to sale. In any such event, this sale shall 
be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sol remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest.  
Trustee’s File No.  (82632)

Robert A. Jones, et al SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012477197

TRUSTEE’S SALE
522 Coral Reef Dr, Gaithersburg, MD 20878

Trustee’s Sale of valuable fee simple property improved by 
premises known as 522 Coral Reef Dr, Gaithersburg, MD 
20878.  By virtue of the power and authority contained in 
a Deed of Trust, dated July 14, 2006, and recorded in Liber 
32719 at Page 583 among the land records of the County of 
Montgomery, in the original principal amount of $65,000.00.  
Upon default and request for sale, the undersigned trustees 
will offer for sale at public auction at the Courthouse for 
the COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY, at Judicial Center’s Monroe 
Street Entrance, 50 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland, 
on January 8, 2025 at 1:00 PM, all that property described 
in said Deed of Trust including but not limited to:

Tax ID# 09-02646762

Said property is in fee simple and is improved by a dwelling 
and is sold in “as is condition” and subject to all superior 
covenants, conditions, liens, restrictions, easement, rights-
of-way, as may affect same, if any.

TERMS OF SALE:  A deposit of 10% of the sale price, cash 
or certified funds shall be required at the time of sale.  The 
balance of the purchase price with interest at 7.25% per 
annum from the date of sale to the date of payment will be 
paid within TEN DAYS after the final ratification of the sale. 

Adjustments on all taxes, public charges and special or 
regular assessments will be made as of the date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser.

If applicable, condominium and/or homeowners association 
dues and assessments that may become due after the 
time of sale will be the responsibility of the purchaser.  
Title examination, conveyancing, state revenue stamps, 
transfer taxes, title insurance, and all other costs incident 
to settlement are to be paid by the purchaser.  Time is of 
the essence for the purchaser, otherwise the deposit will be 
forfeited and the property may be resold at risk and costs of 
the defaulting purchaser.  If the sale is not ratified or if the 
Substitute Trustees are unable to convey marketable title in 
accord with these terms of sale, the purchaser’s only remedy 
is the return of the deposit.  Trustee’s File No. 24-295889.

William M. Savage, et al., Substitute Trustees.

LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP, 
Mailing Address: 10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400, 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28216 
(410) 769-9797

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012478890
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

18740 JERUSALEM CHURCH ROAD
POOLESVILLE, MD 20837

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated March 19, 2007, recorded in Liber 34155, Folio 
184 and re-recorded in Liber 34198, Folio 648 among the 
Land Records of Montgomery County, MD, with an original 
principal balance of $404,000.00, default having occurred 
under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell at public 
auction at the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, at the 
Court House Door, 50 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, 
on

DECEMBER 27, 2024 AT 1:02 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $24,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price, together with interest on the unpaid 
purchase money at the current rate contained in the Deed 
of Trust Note, or any modifications thereto, from the date 
of sale to the date funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, 
payable in cash within ten days of final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court. There will be no abatement of 
interest due to the purchaser in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 
FOR THE PURCHASER.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any 
and all public and/or private charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale,  including 
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted 
to date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. 
Purchaser is responsible for any recapture of homestead 
tax credit.  All transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be 
paid by Purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners 
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the 
purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 363181-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 12,19,26 2024 0012477882

TRUSTEE’S SALE
12205 Peach Crest Unit H, Germantown, MD 20874

Trustee’s Sale of valuable fee simple property improved by 
premises known as 12205 Peach Crest Unit H, Germantown, 
MD 20874.  By virtue of the power and authority contained 
in a Deed of Trust, dated October 23, 2007, and recorded 
in Liber 35143 at Page 405 among the land records of the 
County of Montgomery, in the original principal amount 
of $100,000.00.  Upon default and request for sale, the 
undersigned trustees will offer for sale at public auction 
at the Courthouse for the COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY, at 
Judicial Center’s Monroe Street Entrance, 50 Maryland 
Avenue, Rockville, Maryland, on January 8, 2025 at 1:00 PM,
all that property described in said Deed of Trust including 
but not limited to:

Tax ID# 09-02480138

Said property is in fee simple and is improved by a dwelling 
and is sold in “as is condition” and subject to all superior 
covenants, conditions, liens, restrictions, easement, rights-
of-way, as may affect same, if any.

TERMS OF SALE:  A deposit of 10% of the sale price, cash 
or certified funds shall be required at the time of sale.  The 
balance of the purchase price with interest at 6.625% per 
annum from the date of sale to the date of payment will be 
paid within TEN DAYS after the final ratification of the sale. 

Adjustments on all taxes, public charges and special or 
regular assessments will be made as of the date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser.

If applicable, condominium and/or homeowners association 
dues and assessments that may become due after the 
time of sale will be the responsibility of the purchaser.  
Title examination, conveyancing, state revenue stamps, 
transfer taxes, title insurance, and all other costs incident 
to settlement are to be paid by the purchaser.  Time is of 
the essence for the purchaser, otherwise the deposit will be 
forfeited and the property may be resold at risk and costs of 
the defaulting purchaser.  If the sale is not ratified or if the 
Substitute Trustees are unable to convey marketable title in 
accord with these terms of sale, the purchaser’s only remedy 
is the return of the deposit.  Trustee’s File No. 22-290466.

William M. Savage, et al., Substitute Trustees.

LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP, 
Mailing Address: 10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400, 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28216 
(410) 769-9797

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012478809
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE OF
VALUABLE FEE SIMPLE PROPERTY

KNOWN AS
12001 OLD COLUMBIA PIKE UNIT# 514

Silver Spring, MD 20904

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in a 
certain Deed of Trust to DAVID E. WATERS AND ANTHONY 
B. OLMERT, SR. , Trustee(s), dated October 30, 2018, and 
recorded among the Land Records of MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 
MARYLAND in Liber 56857, folio 336, the holder of the 
indebtedness secured by this Deed of Trust having appointed 
the undersigned Substitute Trustees, by instrument duly 
recorded among the aforesaid Land Records, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, and at the request of the 
party secured thereby, the undersigned Substitute Trustee 
will offer for sale at public auction at THE MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT 50 MARYLAND AVENUE, 
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850 ON,

JANUARY 6, 2025 at 1:30 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements 
thereon situated in MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD and 
described as follows:

ALL THAT PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING 
SITUATE IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND, COUNTY OF 
MONTGOMERY AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS: CONDOMINIUM UNIT NUMBERED 12001-514 
IN THE COLUMBIA TOWERS CONDOMINIUM AS ESTABLISHED 
PURSUANT TO DECLARATION MADE BY COLUMBIA TOWERS 
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, A MARYLAND LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, 
DATED AUGUST 12, 1975, AND RECORDED AMONG THE LAND 
RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND IN LIBER 
4677 AT FOLIO 70, ET SEQ. AND PURSUANT TO THE PLATS 
AND PLANS FOR COLUMBIA TOWERS CONDOMINIUM, AS PER 
PLAT RECORDED IN CONDOMINIUM .PLAT BOOK 16 AS PLATS 
NUMBERED 1591 THROUGH 1604, BOTH INCLUSIVE.

The property will be sold in an “AS IS WHERE IS” 
condition without either express or implied warranty or 
representation, including but not limited to the description, 
fitness for a particular purpose or use, structural integrity, 
physical condition, construction, extent of construction, 
workmanship, materials, liability, zoning, subdivision, 
environmental condition, merchantability, compliance 
with building or housing codes or other laws, ordinances 
or regulations, or other similar matters, and subject to 
easements, agreements and restrictions of record which 
affect the same, if any.  The property will be sold subject to 
all conditions, liens, restrictions and agreements of record 
affecting same including any condominium and of HOA 
assessments pursuant to Md Real Property Article 11-110.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $20,000.00 PAYABLE ONLY BY 
certified funds, shall be required at the time of sale. CASH 
WILL NOT BE AN ACCEPTABLE FORM OF DEPOSIT. The balance 
of the purchase price with interest at 5.5% per annum from 
the date of sale to the date of payment will be paid within 
TEN DAYS after the final ratification of the sale. There will be 
no abatement of interest for any reason. Adjustments on all 
taxes, public charges and special or regular assessments 
will be made as of the date of sale and thereafter assumed 
by purchaser. There will be no abatement of taxes, public 
charges and special or regular assessments for any reason. 
If applicable, condominium and/or homeowner association 
dues and assessments that may become due after the 
time of sale will be the responsibility of the purchaser. 
Title examination, conveyancing, state revenue stamps, 
transfer taxes, title insurance, and all other costs incident 
to settlement are to be paid by the purchaser. Time is of 
the essence for the purchaser, otherwise the deposit will be 
forfeited, and the property may be resold at risk and costs 
of the defaulting purchaser and the purchaser agrees to 
pay reasonable attorneys’ fees for the Substitute trustees, 
plus all cost incurred, if the Substitute Trustee’s have filed 
the appropriate motion with the Court to resell the property. 
The purchasers waives personal service of any papers filed 
in connection with such a motion and expressly agrees to 
The purchaser agrees to accept service by first class mail 
at the address provided by the Purchaser as identified on 
the Memorandum of Sale. If the sale is not ratified or if the 
Substitute Trustees are unable to convey marketable title in 
accord with these terms of sale, the purchaser’s only remedy 
is return of the deposit.

The sale is subject to post-sale confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into a repayment agreement, reinstated, or paid 
off the loan prior to sale. In any such event, this sale shall 
be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sol remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest.  
Trustee’s File No.  (83177)

Robert A. Jones, et al SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012477196

TRUSTEE’S SALE
7903 Coriander Dr #7903-302, Gaithersburg, MD 20879

Trustee’s Sale of valuable fee simple property improved 
by premises known as 7903 Coriander Dr #7903-302, 
Gaithersburg, MD 20879.  By virtue of the power and 
authority contained in a Deed of Trust, dated March 31, 
2006, and recorded in Liber 32105 at Page 149 among the 
land records of the County of Montgomery, in the original 
principal amount of $26,250.00.  Upon default and request 
for sale, the undersigned trustees will offer for sale at public 
auction at the Courthouse for the COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY, 
at Judicial Center’s Monroe Street Entrance, 50 Maryland 
Avenue, Rockville, Maryland, on January 8, 2025 at 1:00 PM,
all that property described in said Deed of Trust including 
but not limited to:

Tax ID# 09-02780894

Said property is in fee simple and is improved by a dwelling 
and is sold in “as is condition” and subject to all superior 
covenants, conditions, liens, restrictions, easement, rights-
of-way, as may affect same, if any.

TERMS OF SALE:  A deposit of 10% of the sale price, cash 
or certified funds shall be required at the time of sale.  The 
balance of the purchase price with interest at 6.00% per 
annum from the date of sale to the date of payment will be 
paid within TEN DAYS after the final ratification of the sale. 

Adjustments on all taxes, public charges and special or 
regular assessments will be made as of the date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser.

If applicable, condominium and/or homeowners association 
dues and assessments that may become due after the 
time of sale will be the responsibility of the purchaser.  
Title examination, conveyancing, state revenue stamps, 
transfer taxes, title insurance, and all other costs incident 
to settlement are to be paid by the purchaser.  Time is of 
the essence for the purchaser, otherwise the deposit will be 
forfeited and the property may be resold at risk and costs of 
the defaulting purchaser.  If the sale is not ratified or if the 
Substitute Trustees are unable to convey marketable title in 
accord with these terms of sale, the purchaser’s only remedy 
is the return of the deposit.  Trustee’s File No. 23-292633.

William M. Savage, et al., Substitute Trustees.

LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP, 
Mailing Address: 10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400, 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28216 
(410) 769-9797

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012478804
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 TRUSTEES’ SALE
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING

8511 CUNNINGHAM DRIVE
BERWYN HEIGHTS, MD 20740

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in that 
certain Second Deed of Trust from Tamela A. Burns to 
Jung Kim, Esquire and Frances Wilburn, Esquire, Trustees, 
in trust, for the benefit of Jacknin, LLC, a Virginia limited 
liability company dated December 14, 2023, recorded 
among the land records of Prince George’s County, Maryland 
at Book 49417, Page 341, default having occurred under 
the terms thereof and at the request of the party secured 
thereby, the undersigned Trustees, will sell at public auction 
at the Circuit Court for Prince George’s County, 14735 Main 
St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 20772 (Duval Wing entrance, 
located on Main St.), on January 7, 2025 at 11:10 am
the property described in said Loan Documents and more 
particularly described below.

Lot numbered seven (7) in the Block numbered nineteen 
(19) in the subdivision known as “CHARLTON HEIGHTS”, 
also known of record as “BERWYN HEIGHTS” as per plat 
thereof recorded in Plat Book J.W.B. No. 10, Plat 309, re-
recorded in Plat Book A, folio 53, one of the Land Records for 
Prince George’s County, Maryland. Being the same property 
conveyed by deed dated December 30, 1946 and recorded in 
Liber 892 at folio 462.

The improvements thereon being known as 8511 
Cunningham Drive, Berwyn Heights, Maryland 20740.

Tax ID# 21-2419851

The property will be sold subject to a prior deed of trust.

TERMS OF SALE: The Property will be sold in “AS IS, WHERE 
IS” condition, without recourse.  Neither the  Trustees, the 
noteholder secured by the Loan Documents, the Auctioneer, 
nor any of their respective agents, successors or assigns 
(collectively, the “Selling Parties”) make any representations 
or warranties, express or implied, with respect to the Property, 
or any tenancies or parties in possession, including without 
limitation, the description, use, size, structural integrity, 
physical condition, construction, extent of construction, 
workmanship, materials, habitability, subdivision, zoning, 
environmental condition, compliance with building codes 
or other laws (such as Americans with Disabilities Act), 
ordinances or regulations, fitness for a particular purpose, 
or merchantability of all or any part of the Property.  The 
purchaser waives and releases the Selling Parties from 
any and all claims the purchaser and/or the purchaser’s 
successors and assigns may now have or may have in the 
future relating to the condition of the Property, including 
but not limited to the environmental condition thereof.  The 
purchaser shall assume all risk of loss or damage to the 
Property after the time of the foreclosure sale.  The Property 
will be sold subject to all tenancies, parties in possession, 
conditions, regulations, orders, ordinances and laws, as well 
as restrictions, judgments, liens, assessments, outstanding 
taxes and all other charges, utility charges, matters, and 
agreements of record affecting same, if any, which the 
successful bidder(s), in addition to paying the bid price, will 
be required to pay and/or otherwise satisfy.  The Property 
will be sold subject to any building or housing violations, 
easements, agreements, restrictions, terms, rights of way, 
filed and unfiled mechanics’ and  materialmen’s liens, 
covenants, conditions, rights of redemption, and all other 
encumbrances having priority over the Loan Documents, if 
any, lawfully affecting the Property whether or not of record, 
including but not limited to environmental conditions 
(including without limitation possible wetlands, riparian 
rights, critical or protected areas, and the presence of 
protected or endangered species) and all applicable federal, 
state and local laws, ordinances and regulations lawfully 
affecting the Property.  All interested bidders are encouraged 
to contact the appropriate governmental authorities prior to 
the sale date regarding the permitted uses of the Property 
and the requirements, if any, for construction, completion 
and/or development.

The Trustee(s) shall be entitled to remove the Property 
from sale prior to bidding, and reject any and all bids. A 
deposit of $10,000 in the form of certified check or cashier’s 
check shall be paid to the Trustee(s) at the time and place 
of sale.  Whenever the purchaser is also the noteholder 
secured by the Loan Documents, payment of the required 
deposit(s) and the purchase price is made by crediting the 
amount thereof to the indebtedness.   The balance of the 
purchase price shall be paid in cash or certified check at 
settlement, which shall be no later than fifteen (15) days 
after final ratification of the sale by the Circuit Court for 
Prince George’s County, Maryland, unless said period is 
extended by the  Trustees, their successors or assigns, 
for good cause shown, determined in  Trustees sole and 
absolute discretion, with no obligation to extend, time 
otherwise being of the essence; otherwise, in addition to 
other remedies available to the  Trustees, whether at law 
or in equity, the  Trustees may, at their election, declare the 
deposit forfeited and resell the Property at the risk and cost 
of the defaulting purchaser.  The defaulting purchaser shall 
not be entitled to any surplus proceeds or profits resulting 
from any resale of the Property. The purchaser hereby agrees 
that in the event of any litigation between any of the Selling 
Parties and the purchaser related to the Property, the 
purchaser shall immediately pay on demand the reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs incurred by the Selling Parties in 
such action.  Interest at the rate equal to the rate at which 
interest is currently accruing on the Note, shall be paid 
on the unpaid purchase price from the date of sale to the 
date of closing.  All outstanding real property taxes, and 
water rent on an annual basis, including any sanitary and/
or county or metropolitan district charges and any other 
municipal charges, utility charges, whether incurred prior 
to or after the sale shall be assumed and paid by purchaser. 
Cost of all documentary stamps, transfer taxes, recordation 
taxes, (including any agricultural transfer tax), recording 
fees, document preparation, title insurance and any and all 
other costs or charges of settlement shall be borne solely 
by the purchaser.  The purchaser shall be responsible for 
obtaining possession from anyone in possession of the 
Property.  Conveyance of the Property shall be by Trustees’ 
Deed, without covenant or warranty, express or implied, 
unless otherwise required by statute, court rule or the Loan 
Documents.  In the event the Trustees are unable for any 
reason to convey title, the purchaser’s sole remedy at law or 
in equity shall be to request and to receive a return of the 
deposit.  Upon a return of the deposit, this sale shall be void 
and of no effect and the purchaser shall have no further 
claim against the Selling Parties.

This advertisement, as amended or supplemented by 
any oral announcements during the conduct of the sale, 
constitutes the Trustees’ entire terms upon which such 
premises shall be offered for sale.

All information herein contained is believed to be accurate 
but is not guaranteed.

Jung Kim, Esquire and Frances Wilburn, Esquire, Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479921
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Towson, Maryland 21204

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE OF
RESIDENTIAL REAL PROPERTY

13006 LEDO CREEK TERRACE
BELTSVILLE, MARYLAND 20705

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in that 
certain Purchase Money Deed of Trust executed by, among 
others, Tayaa Mraihi and dated February 27, 2006, and 
recorded among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, 
Maryland, at Liber 24715, folio 141 (the “Deed of Trust”), the 
holder of the indebtedness secured by the Deed of Trust (the 
“Noteholder”) having subsequently appointed Hunter C. Piel 
and Scott B. Wheat (collectively, the “Substitute Trustees”) 
as Substitute Trustees by instrument duly executed, 
acknowledged and recorded among the Land Records of 
Prince George’s County, Maryland for the purposes therein 
contained, default having occurred under the terms of the 
Deed of Trust, the Substitute Trustees will offer for sale at 
public auction to the highest qualified bidder at the front 
steps of the Circuit Court for Prince George’s County, located 
at 14735 Main Street, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772, on:

Tuesday, January 7, 2025
at 11:05 a.m.

ALL OF THAT real property being situate in Prince George’s 
County, Maryland, and the improvements thereon 
(collectively, the “Property”), in fee simple, being more 
particularly described in the Deed of Trust, and generally 
known 13006 Ledo Creek Terrace, Beltsville, Maryland 
20705.

TERMS OF SALE:  A deposit in the amount of Fifteen 
Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00), payable in cash, certified 
check, or other form acceptable to the Substitute Trustees, 
in their sole and absolute discretion, will be required of the 
purchaser(s) at the time and place of sale.  The deposit 
must be increased to 10% of the purchase price within 
two (2) business days, and delivered to the office of the 
Substitute Trustees in the same form as the initial deposit.  
The balance of the purchase price shall be due in cash or 
by certified check with interest on the unpaid balance of 
the purchase price at the rate of ten percent (10%) per 
annum from the date of sale to and including the date 
of settlement.  In the event the Noteholder, or an affiliate 
thereof, is the successful bidder at the sale, such party 
will not be required to make a deposit or to pay interest on 
the unpaid purchase money.  Taxes, water charges, ground 
rent, if any, and all other municipal charges and liens owed 
against the Property shall be the sole responsibility of the 
purchaser(s) and shall be paid for by the purchaser(s) at 
settlement.  In addition, all other charges, expenses and 
liens owed against the Property including, but not limited 
to, all condominium fees and expenses and public charges 
and assessments owed against the Property and payable 
on an annual basis, such as sanitary and/or metropolitan 
district charges, if any, shall also be the responsibility of 
the purchaser(s) and shall be paid by the purchaser(s) at 
settlement.  The Substitute Trustees reserve the right to 
reject any and all bids, and to extend the time for settlement, 
if applicable.  In the event taxes or other municipal charges 
owing on or with respect to the Property have been prepaid 
they shall be adjusted at settlement between the Substitute 
Trustees and the purchaser(s) to the date of the foreclosure 
sale.

The Property will be sold in an “AS IS” condition and 
without any warranties or representations, either express 
or implied, as to the nature, condition or description of the 
improvements.  In addition, the Property will also be sold 
subject to all existing housing, building and zoning code 
violations, subject to all critical area and wetland violations, 
subject to all environmental problems and violations which 
may exist on or with respect to the Property, and subject to 
all matters and restrictions of record affecting the same, 
if any.  The purchaser(s) at the foreclosure sale shall 
assume the risk of loss for the above-referenced Property 
immediately after the sale takes place. It shall be the 
purchaser(s)’ responsibility to obtain possession of the 
Property following ratification of the sale by the Circuit Court 
for Prince George’s County, Maryland.

The Property will be sold subject to all of the following that 
are not extinguished as a matter of law by the foreclosure 
sale:  all easements, conditions, liens, restrictions, rights 
of redemption, covenants, encumbrances, ground rents, 
ground leases, such state of facts that an accurate survey 
or physical inspection of the Property might disclose, and 
agreements of record affecting the same, if any.

The purchaser(s) shall pay all documentary stamps, state 
and local transfer taxes, recordation taxes and fees, title 
examination costs, attorneys’ fees, conveyance fees and all 
other incidental settlement costs.  The purchaser(s) shall 
settle and comply with the sale terms within twenty (20) 
days following the final ratification of sale by the Circuit 
Court for Prince George’s County, Maryland, unless said 
period is extended by the Substitute Trustees for good cause 
shown.  Time is of the essence.

In the event the purchaser(s) fails to go to settlement as 
required, in addition to any other legal or equitable remedies 
available, the Substitute Trustees may, without further order 
of the court, declare the aforementioned deposit forfeited 
and resell the Property at the purchaser’s sole risk and 
expense.  In such event, the defaulting purchaser(s) shall 
be liable for the payment of any deficiency in the purchase 
price, all costs and expenses of both sales, reasonable 
attorneys’ fees, all other charges due, and incidental 
damages.  The parties’ respective rights and obligations 
regarding the terms of sale and the conduct of the sale shall 
be governed by and interpreted according to the laws of the 
State of Maryland.

If the Substitute Trustees are unable to convey the Property 
as described above, the purchaser(s)’ sole remedy at law or 
in equity shall be limited to the refund of the aforementioned 
deposit, without interest thereon.  Upon refund of the 
deposit to the purchaser(s), the sale shall be void and of 
no effect, and the purchaser(s) shall have no further claim 
against the Substitute Trustees or the Noteholder.

The information contained herein was obtained from sources 
deemed to be reliable, but is offered for informational 
purposes only.  The Auctioneer, the Noteholder and the 
Substitute Trustees do not make any representations or 
warranties with respect to the accuracy of this information.

Hunter C. Piel,
Scott B. Wheat

Substitute Trustees

For further information, contact:
Hunter C. Piel, Esquire
Piel Law Firm, LLC
502 Washington Avenue, Suite 730
Towson, Maryland 21204
(410) 849-4888

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479505
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Prince Georges County851

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

11819 CAPSTAN DRIVE
UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20772

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated March 15, 2006, recorded in Liber 24739, Folio 362 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $624,000.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 12:02 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $46,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 86603-4)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479345

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

7805 DEN MEADE AVENUE I/R/T/A 7805 DEN MEAD AVENUE
FORT WASHINGTON, MD 20744

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated July 28, 2006, recorded in Liber 26569, Folio 132 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $356,000.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 12:04 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $29,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 178312-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479346

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

5203 ADDISON ROAD
CAPITOL HEIGHTS, MD 20743

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated March 16, 2018, recorded in Liber 40806, Folio 459 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $199,500.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:58 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $19,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 347808-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479343

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

1327 EASTERN AVENUE
CAPITOL HEIGHTS, MD 20743

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated August 11, 2006, recorded in Liber 26744, Folio 216 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $102,000.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 12:00 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $8,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 360192-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479344

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

1121 WESTVIEW TERRACE
LAUREL, MD 20707

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated February 2, 2006, recorded in Liber 24743, Folio 482 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $150,000.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:54 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and described as Unit numbered 1121 
in a Horizontal Property Regime known as “Westview Terrace 
Condominium” and more fully described in the aforesaid 
Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $13,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 98446-9)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479341

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

8230 GREENSPIRE TERRACE
HYATTSVILLE, MD 20783

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated November 17, 2006, recorded in Liber 26506, Folio 
247 among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $342,400.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Prince George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, 
MD, 20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:56 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $19,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 358643-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479342

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

2711 EDFELDT DRIVE
DISTRICT HEIGHTS, MD 20747

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated July 25, 2019, recorded in Liber 42439, Folio 328 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $294,566.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:50 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $28,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 371475-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479339

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

1700 LEE ROAD
FORT WASHINGTON, MD 20744

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated May 6, 2005, recorded in Liber 26089, Folio 671 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $454,500.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:52 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $43,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 367495-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479340

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

5201 WHEELER ROAD
OXON HILL, MD 20745

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated May 31, 2006, recorded in Liber 25419, Folio 290 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $265,000.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:46 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $20,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 371429-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479337

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

4701 PISTACHIO LANE
CAPITOL HEIGHTS, MD 20743

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated August 3, 2007, recorded in Liber 28429, Folio 211 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $206,500.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:48 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $20,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 362701-2)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479338

Prince Georges County851
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Prince Georges County851

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

9208 FAIRLANE PLACE
LAUREL, MD 20708

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated July 21, 2006, recorded in Liber 26087, Folio 101 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $312,000.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:42 AM

ALL THAT FEE-SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with 
any buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $24,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 204957-2)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479335

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

5155 CLACTON AVENUE, UNIT #55
SUITLAND, MD 20746

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated May 27, 2005, recorded in Liber 22808, Folio 350 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $127,500.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:44 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and described as Unit numbered 55, 
in a horizontal property of Condominium Regime known as 
“Andrews Village Condominium” and more fully described 
in the aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $12,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 363089-2)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479336

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

5208 CUMBERLAND STREET
CAPITOL HEIGHTS, MD 20743

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated March 13, 2006, recorded in Liber 25677, Folio 653 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $330,000.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:36 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $12,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 370856-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479333

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

12710 LUNAN ROAD
CLINTON, MD 20735

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated July 17, 2015, recorded in Liber 37284, Folio 197 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $235,554.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:40 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $21,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 363367-2)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479334

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

5605 WINDSOR COURT
SUITLAND, MD 20746

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated August 7, 2003, recorded in Liber 18418, Folio 508 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $196,000.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:32 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $10,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 368222-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479331

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

4601 MARGIE COURT
LANHAM, MD 20706

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated April 13, 2011, recorded in Liber 32725, Folio 149 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $251,811.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:34 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $32,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 360308-2)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479332

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

4015 FOX GATE LANE
UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20772

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated December 30, 2005, recorded in Liber 24320, Folio 
4 among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $428,450.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:30 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $37,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 40364-2)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479330

Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
4340 East West Highway, Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 907-8000

www.rosenberg-assoc.com

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

3602 WOOD CREEK DRIVE
SUITLAND, MD 20746

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
from Brian A. Taylor and Aisha S. Fleming dated February 
6, 2006 and recorded in Liber 24727, folio 663 among the 
Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Trustees will sell 
at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince George’s 
County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 20772 (Duval 
Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:25 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with the 
buildings and improvements thereon situated in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.  Tax ID #06-0591594.
The property, which is improved by a dwelling, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $19,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price to be paid in cash within ten days of final 
ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for Prince George’s 
County.  Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase money 
at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note from the 
date of sale to the date funds are received in the office 
of the Trustees. There will be no abatement of interest in 
the event additional funds are tendered before settlement 
or if settlement is delayed for any reason. The noteholder 
shall not be obligated to pay interest if it is the purchaser.  
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. There will 
be no reduction of interest due to overpayment of deposit.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes (excluding recapture 
of previously reduced or exempt taxes) and any other 
public charges or assessments, to the extent such amount 
survive foreclosure sale, including water/sewer charges, 
and ground rent to be adjusted to date of sale and paid at 
execution of the deed, except where the secured party is the 
purchaser, and thereafter assumed by the purchaser.  All 
due and/or unpaid private utility, water and sewer facilities 
charges, condo/HOA assessments and Columbia Assoc. 
assessments, to the extent such amount survive foreclosure 
sale, are payable by the purchaser without adjustment.  
Cost of all documentary stamps, transfer taxes, recaptured 
taxes (including but not limited to agricultural taxes), 
and settlement expenses shall be borne by the purchaser. 
Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining physical 
possession of the property. Purchaser assumes the risk of 
loss or damage to the property from the date of sale forward.  
Additional terms to be announced at the time of sale.
If the Trustees are unable to convey good and marketable 
title, the purchaser’s sole remedy in law and equity shall 
be limited to a refund of the deposit without interest.  If 
the purchaser fails to go to settlement, subject to order of 
the court, the entire deposit (including any amount received 
over the advertised deposit amount) shall be forfeited to the 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability.  In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser 
shall not be entitled to receive the surplus, if any, even if such 
surplus results from improvements to the property by said 
defaulting purchaser and the defaulting purchaser shall 
be liable to the Trustees and secured party for reasonable 
attorney’s fees and expenses incurred in connection with 
all litigation involving the Property or the proceeds of the 
resale. Defaulting purchaser waives personal service of any 
document filed in connection with such a motion on him/
herself and/or any principal or corporate designee, and 
expressly agrees to accept service of any such document 
by regular mail directed to the address provided by said 
purchaser at the time of the foreclosure auction. Trustees’ 
file number 22-002401-MD-F-1.

Diane S. Rosenberg, Mark D. Meyer, et al., Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479308

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
4340 East West Highway, Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 907-8000

www.rosenberg-assoc.com

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

6905 WOODSTREAM TURN
LANHAM, MD 20706

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
from Melvin Miles and Phyllis Miles dated May 13, 2006 and 
recorded in Liber 25879, folio 731 among the Land Records 
of Prince George’s County, MD, default having occurred 
under the terms thereof, the Trustees will sell at public 
auction at the Circuit Court for Prince George’s County, 
14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 20772 (Duval Wing 
entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:21 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with the 
buildings and improvements thereon situated in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.  Tax ID #14-1688787.
The property, which is improved by a dwelling, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $33,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price to be paid in cash within ten days of final 
ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for Prince George’s 
County.  Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase money 
at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note from the 
date of sale to the date funds are received in the office 
of the Trustees. There will be no abatement of interest in 
the event additional funds are tendered before settlement 
or if settlement is delayed for any reason. The noteholder 
shall not be obligated to pay interest if it is the purchaser.  
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. There will 
be no reduction of interest due to overpayment of deposit.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes (excluding recapture 
of previously reduced or exempt taxes) and any other 
public charges or assessments, to the extent such amount 
survive foreclosure sale, including water/sewer charges, 
and ground rent to be adjusted to date of sale and paid at 
execution of the deed, except where the secured party is the 
purchaser, and thereafter assumed by the purchaser.  All 
due and/or unpaid private utility, water and sewer facilities 
charges, condo/HOA assessments and Columbia Assoc. 
assessments, to the extent such amount survive foreclosure 
sale, are payable by the purchaser without adjustment.  
Cost of all documentary stamps, transfer taxes, recaptured 
taxes (including but not limited to agricultural taxes), 
and settlement expenses shall be borne by the purchaser. 
Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining physical 
possession of the property. Purchaser assumes the risk of 
loss or damage to the property from the date of sale forward.  
Additional terms to be announced at the time of sale.
If the Trustees are unable to convey good and marketable 
title, the purchaser’s sole remedy in law and equity shall 
be limited to a refund of the deposit without interest.  If 
the purchaser fails to go to settlement, subject to order of 
the court, the entire deposit (including any amount received 
over the advertised deposit amount) shall be forfeited to the 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability.  In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser 
shall not be entitled to receive the surplus, if any, even if such 
surplus results from improvements to the property by said 
defaulting purchaser and the defaulting purchaser shall 
be liable to the Trustees and secured party for reasonable 
attorney’s fees and expenses incurred in connection with 
all litigation involving the Property or the proceeds of the 
resale. Defaulting purchaser waives personal service of any 
document filed in connection with such a motion on him/
herself and/or any principal or corporate designee, and 
expressly agrees to accept service of any such document 
by regular mail directed to the address provided by said 
purchaser at the time of the foreclosure auction. Trustees’ 
file number 24-002939-MD-F-1.

Diane S. Rosenberg, Mark D. Meyer, et al., Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479306

TRUSTEE’S SALE
2546 Iverson St, Temple Hills, MD 20748

Trustee’s Sale of valuable fee simple property improved by 
premises known as 2546 Iverson St, Temple Hills, MD 20748.  
By virtue of the power and authority contained in a Deed of 
Trust, dated May 25, 1995, and recorded in Liber 10168 at 
Page 294 among the land records of the County of Prince 
George’s, in the original principal amount of $58,200.00.  
Upon default and request for sale, the undersigned trustees 
will offer for sale at public auction at the Courthouse for 
the COUNTY OF PRINCE GEORGE’S, at the front of the Duval 
Wing of the Courthouse Complex located at 14735 Main 
Street, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772, on January 7, 2025 
at 2:00 PM, all that property described in said Deed of Trust 
including but not limited to:

Tax ID# 06-0517193

Said property is in fee simple and is improved by a dwelling 
and is sold in “as is condition” and subject to all superior 
covenants, conditions, liens, restrictions, easement, rights-
of-way, as may affect same, if any.

TERMS OF SALE:  A deposit of 10% of the sale price, cash 
or certified funds shall be required at the time of sale.  The 
balance of the purchase price with interest at 8.5% per 
annum from the date of sale to the date of payment will be 
paid within TEN DAYS after the final ratification of the sale. 

Adjustments on all taxes, public charges and special or 
regular assessments will be made as of the date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser.

If applicable, condominium and/or homeowners association 
dues and assessments that may become due after the 
time of sale will be the responsibility of the purchaser.  
Title examination, conveyancing, state revenue stamps, 
transfer taxes, title insurance, and all other costs incident 
to settlement are to be paid by the purchaser.  Time is of 
the essence for the purchaser, otherwise the deposit will be 
forfeited and the property may be resold at risk and costs of 
the defaulting purchaser.  If the sale is not ratified or if the 
Substitute Trustees are unable to convey marketable title in 
accord with these terms of sale, the purchaser’s only remedy 
is the return of the deposit.  Trustee’s File No. 18-279079.

William M. Savage, et al., Substitute Trustees.

LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP, 
Mailing Address: 10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400, 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28216 
(410) 769-9797

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012477112
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Prince Georges County851

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

6614 HIGHGATE DRIVE
FORT WASHINGTON, MD 20744

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated February 1, 2011, recorded in Liber 32444, Folio 484 
among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $184,577.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

DECEMBER 31, 2024 AT 10:36 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $5,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 367618-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 12,19,26 2024 0012477878

Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
4340 East West Highway, Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 907-8000

www.rosenberg-assoc.com

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

10201 PINE MEADOWS LANE
UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20772

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
from Lumbus T. Burrell and Faitafa C. Burrell dated January 
4, 2007 and recorded in Liber 27093, folio 518 among the 
Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Trustees will sell 
at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince George’s 
County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 20772 (Duval 
Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:15 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with the 
buildings and improvements thereon situated in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.  Tax ID #15-1739945.
The property, which is improved by a dwelling, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $43,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price to be paid in cash within ten days of final 
ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for Prince George’s 
County.  Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase money 
at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note from the 
date of sale to the date funds are received in the office 
of the Trustees. There will be no abatement of interest in 
the event additional funds are tendered before settlement 
or if settlement is delayed for any reason. The noteholder 
shall not be obligated to pay interest if it is the purchaser.  
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. There will 
be no reduction of interest due to overpayment of deposit.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes (excluding recapture 
of previously reduced or exempt taxes) and any other 
public charges or assessments, to the extent such amount 
survive foreclosure sale, including water/sewer charges, 
and ground rent to be adjusted to date of sale and paid at 
execution of the deed, except where the secured party is the 
purchaser, and thereafter assumed by the purchaser.  All 
due and/or unpaid private utility, water and sewer facilities 
charges, condo/HOA assessments and Columbia Assoc. 
assessments, to the extent such amount survive foreclosure 
sale, are payable by the purchaser without adjustment.  
Cost of all documentary stamps, transfer taxes, recaptured 
taxes (including but not limited to agricultural taxes), 
and settlement expenses shall be borne by the purchaser. 
Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining physical 
possession of the property. Purchaser assumes the risk of 
loss or damage to the property from the date of sale forward.  
Additional terms to be announced at the time of sale.
If the Trustees are unable to convey good and marketable 
title, the purchaser’s sole remedy in law and equity shall 
be limited to a refund of the deposit without interest.  If 
the purchaser fails to go to settlement, subject to order of 
the court, the entire deposit (including any amount received 
over the advertised deposit amount) shall be forfeited to the 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability.  In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser 
shall not be entitled to receive the surplus, if any, even if such 
surplus results from improvements to the property by said 
defaulting purchaser and the defaulting purchaser shall 
be liable to the Trustees and secured party for reasonable 
attorney’s fees and expenses incurred in connection with 
all litigation involving the Property or the proceeds of the 
resale. Defaulting purchaser waives personal service of any 
document filed in connection with such a motion on him/
herself and/or any principal or corporate designee, and 
expressly agrees to accept service of any such document 
by regular mail directed to the address provided by said 
purchaser at the time of the foreclosure auction. Trustees’ 
file number 22-002286-MD-F-1.

Diane S. Rosenberg, Mark D. Meyer, et al., Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479302

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

8315 GIBBONS DRIVE
FORT WASHINGTON, MD 20744

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated July 6, 2007, recorded in Liber 30819, Folio 116 among 
the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, with an 
original principal balance of $296,250.00, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell 
at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince George’s 
County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 20772 (Duval 
Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

DECEMBER 31, 2024 AT 10:32 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $22,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 200595-2)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 12,19,26 2024 0012477875

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

5904 JUSTINA DRIVE
LANHAM, MD 20706

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated September 19, 2007, recorded in Liber 28807, Folio 
1 among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $543,750.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince 
George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 
20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

DECEMBER 31, 2024 AT 10:34 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $27,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 363498-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 12,19,26 2024 0012477876

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

12 NOTLEY ROAD
FORT WASHINGTON, MD 20744

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated September 28, 2006, recorded in Liber 26308, Folio 
262 among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, 
MD, with an original principal balance of $544,185.00, 
default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. 
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for 
Prince George’s County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, 
MD, 20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

DECEMBER 31, 2024 AT 10:30 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Deed of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $25,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 361398-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 12,19,26 2024 0012477872

Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
4340 East West Highway, Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 907-8000

www.rosenberg-assoc.com

MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

4000 74TH AVENUE
HYATTSVILLE, MD 20784

Pursuant to the power of  sale contained in a Mortgage from 
Estate of Frances G. Draughan n/k/a Frances G. McCahon, 
Estate of William F. Draughan and Estate of Paul A. 
McCahon, dated May 21, 1998 and recorded in Liber 12204, 
Folio 200 among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, 
MD, default having occurred under the terms thereof, the 
Attorneys for the Mortgagee will sell at public auction at the 
Circuit Court for Prince George’s County, 14735 Main St., 
Upper Marlboro, MD, 20772 (Duval Wing entrance, located 
on Main St.), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 11:17 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with the 
buildings and improvements thereon situated in Prince 
George’s County, MD and more fully described in the 
aforesaid Mortgage.  Tax ID #02-0112136.
The property, which is improved by a dwelling, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $16,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of 
the purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the 
purchase price to be paid in cash within ten days of final 
ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for Prince George’s 
County.  Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase money 
at the rate of the Mortgage from the date of sale to the 
date funds are received in the office of the Attorneys for the 
Mortgagee.  There will be no abatement of interest in the 
event additional funds are tendered before settlement or if 
settlement is delayed for any reason. The mortgage holder 
shall not be obligated to pay interest if it is the purchaser.  
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. Adjustment 
of all real property taxes, including agricultural taxes, if 
applicable, and any and all public and/or private charges 
or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale, including water/sewer charges and ground 
rent, to be adjusted to date of sale and paid at execution of 
the deed, except where the secured party is the purchaser, 
and thereafter assumed by the purchaser.  Condominium 
fees and/or homeowners association dues, if any, shall 
be assumed by the purchaser from the date of sale 
forward. Cost of all documentary stamps, transfer taxes 
and settlement expenses shall be borne by the purchaser.  
Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining physical 
possession of the property.  Purchaser assumes the risk of 
loss or damage to the property from the date of sale forward. 
Additional terms to be announced at the time of sale.
If the Attorneys for the Mortgagee are unable to convey good 
and marketable title, the purchaser’s sole remedy in law and 
equity shall be limited to a refund of the deposit without 
interest.   If the purchaser fails to go to settlement, the 
deposit shall be forfeited, to the Attorneys for the Mortgagee 
for application against all expenses, attorney’s fees and the 
full commission on the sale price of the above-scheduled 
foreclosure sale.  In the event of default, all expenses of this 
sale (including attorney’s fees and the full commission on 
the gross sale price of this sale) shall be charged against 
and paid out of the forfeited deposit.  The Attorneys for the 
Mortgagee may then re-advertise and resell the property at 
the risk and expense of the defaulting purchaser or may 
avail themselves of any legal or equitable remedies against 
the defaulting purchaser without reselling the property.  
In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser shall 
not be entitled to receive the surplus, if any, even if such 
surplus results from improvements to the property by said 
defaulting purchaser and the defaulting purchaser shall 
be liable to the Attorneys for the Mortgagee and secured 
party for reasonable attorney’s fees and expenses incurred 
in connection with all litigation involving the Property or 
the proceeds of the resale. Defaulting purchaser waives 
personal service of any document filed in connection 
with such a motion on him/herself and/or any principal 
or corporate designee, and expressly agrees to accept 
service of any such document by regular mail directed to 
the address provided by said purchaser at the time of the 
foreclosure auction. Attorneys’ file number 21-001048-MD-
F-1.

Diane S. Rosenberg, Mark D. Meyer, et al.,
Attorneys for the Mortgagee

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479304

Prince Georges County851 Anne Arundel County852

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

1002 ROSEDALE AVENUE
GLEN BURNIE, MD 21061

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated October 9, 2020, recorded in Liber 35456, Folio 493 
among the Land Records of Anne Arundel County, MD, with 
an original principal balance of $95,300.00, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will 
sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel 
County, at the Court House Door, 8 Church Circle, Annapolis, 
MD 21401, on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 9:30 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Anne Arundel 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $32,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 372167-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al., 
Substitute Trustees

LICENSE NOS.  A000113, A000176, A000177, A000193, 
A000424, A000479, A000507, A000508

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479318

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

9 HAMPTON ROAD
LINTHICUM HEIGHTS, MD 21090

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated September 5, 2006, recorded in Liber 18250, Folio 
613 among the Land Records of Anne Arundel County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $290,000.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Anne 
Arundel County, at the Court House Door, 8 Church Circle, 
Annapolis, MD 21401, on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 9:32 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Anne Arundel 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale: A deposit of $27,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale. Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. 
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale, including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit. All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser. 
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required. Condominium fees and/or 
homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed by 
the purchaser from the date of sale. Purchaser is responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property, and 
assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale. The sale is subject to post-sale audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not 
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered 
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the 
loan prior to the sale. In any such event, this sale shall be 
null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or 
equity, shall be the return of the deposit without interest. 
If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, 
subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that property 
will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. Trustees 
as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by the 
purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser. 
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title. If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest. (Matter No. 364470-2)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

LICENSE NOS. A000113, A000176, A000177, A000193, 
A000424, A000479, A000507, A000508

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479319

Anne Arundel County852 Anne Arundel County852

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

1010 GENERALS HIGHWAY
CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated March 31, 2004, recorded in Liber 14778, Folio 143 
among the Land Records of Anne Arundel County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $218,100.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Anne 
Arundel County, at the Court House Door, 8 Church Circle, 
Annapolis, MD 21401, on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 9:28 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Anne Arundel 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $17,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 325591-4)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

LICENSE NOS.  A000113, A000176, A000177, A000193, 
A000424, A000479, A000507, A000508

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479317

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

114 CRANES CROOK LANE
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21401

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated August 31, 2015, recorded in Liber 28831, Folio 157 
among the Land Records of Anne Arundel County, MD, with 
an original principal balance of $68,600.00, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will 
sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel 
County, at the Court House Door, 8 Church Circle, Annapolis, 
MD 21401, on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 9:26 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Anne Arundel 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $5,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 372000-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

LICENSE NOS.  A000113, A000176, A000177, A000193, 
A000424, A000479, A000507, A000508

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479316

Anne Arundel County852
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Anne Arundel County852

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

952 PRINCETON TERRACE
GLEN BURNIE, MD 21060

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated December 24, 2009, recorded in Liber 21921, Folio 
162 among the Land Records of Anne Arundel County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $219,474.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Anne 
Arundel County, at the Court House Door, 8 Church Circle, 
Annapolis, MD 21401, on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 9:24 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Anne Arundel 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $16,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 367157-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

LICENSE NOS.  A000113, A000176, A000177, A000193, 
A000424, A000479, A000507, A000508

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479314

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

3347 OLD LINE AVENUE
LAUREL, MD 20724

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated June 3, 2016, recorded in Liber 29664, Folio 159 
among the Land Records of Anne Arundel County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $206,196.00, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Anne 
Arundel County, at the Court House Door, 8 Church Circle, 
Annapolis, MD 21401, on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 9:20 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Anne Arundel 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $20,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 370719-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

LICENSE NOS.  A000113, A000176, A000177, A000193, 
A000424, A000479, A000507, A000508

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479311

Anne Arundel County852 Anne Arundel County852

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

221 WEST PASADENA ROAD
MILLERSVILLE, MD 21108

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated August 4, 2006, recorded in Liber 18182, Folio 1 
among the Land Records of Anne Arundel County, MD, 
with an original principal balance of $541,357.50, default 
having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees 
will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Anne 
Arundel County, at the Court House Door, 8 Church Circle, 
Annapolis, MD 21401, on

DECEMBER 31, 2024 AT 9:15 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Anne Arundel 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $20,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 356945-2)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

LICENSE NOS.  A000113, A000176, A000177, A000193, 
A000424, A000479, A000507, A000508

Dec 12,19,26 2024 0012477867

McMichael Taylor Gray LLC
7470 New Technology Way, Suite P

Frederick, MD 21703
470-480-1820

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

1164 RAMBLEWOOD DRIVE
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21401

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated April 27, 2004, recorded in Liber 14762, Folio 119 
among the Land Records of Anne Arundel County, MD, with 
an original principal balance of $83,000.00, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will 
sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel 
County, at the Court House Door, 8 Church Circle, Annapolis, 
MD 21401, on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 9:15 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Anne Arundel 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.  Tax ID #03-165-03208900.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.  The property will be sold 
subject to a prior mortgage, the amount to be announced 
at the time of sale.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $10,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 23-001082-01)
The property will be sold subject to a 120 day right of 
redemption by the Internal Revenue Service.

Diana Theologou, et al., Substitute Trustees

LICENSE NOS.  A000113, A000176, A000177, A000193, 
A000424, A000479, A000507, A000508

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479300

Anne Arundel County852 Calvert County853

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

12740 BLAIR ROAD
LUSBY, MD 20657

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated February 1, 2018, recorded in Liber 5145, Folio 133 
among the Land Records of Calvert County, MD, with an 
original principal balance of $284,648.00, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell 
at public auction at the Circuit Court for Calvert County, at 
the Court House Door, 175 Main St., Prince Frederick, MD 
20678, on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 1:47 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Calvert 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $26,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 342517-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479320

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

8225 CEDAR LANE
LUSBY, MD 20657

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated August 17, 2015, recorded in Liber 4623, Folio 467 
among the Land Records of Calvert County, MD, with an 
original principal balance of $156,750.00, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell 
at public auction at the Circuit Court for Calvert County, at 
the Court House Door, 175 Main St., Prince Frederick, MD 
20678, on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 1:49 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Calvert 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $15,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 359662-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479321

Calvert County853 Calvert County853

Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
4340 East West Highway, Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 907-8000

www.rosenberg-assoc.com

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

1010 GOLDEN WEST WAY
LUSBY, MD 20657

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
from Aaron Mead Reichard and Melissa Reichard dated 
April 27, 2020 and recorded in Liber 5583, folio 146 among 
the Land Records of Calvert County, MD, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Trustees will sell at 
public auction at the Circuit Court for Calvert County, at 
the Court House Door, 175 Main St., Prince Frederick, MD 
20678, on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 1:45 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with the 
buildings and improvements thereon situated in Calvert 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.  Tax ID #01-094556.
The property, which is improved by a dwelling, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $24,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price to be paid in cash within ten days of final ratification 
of sale by the Circuit Court for Calvert County.  Interest to 
be paid on the unpaid purchase money at the rate pursuant 
to the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received in the office of the Trustees. There will 
be no abatement of interest in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement or if settlement is delayed 
for any reason. The noteholder shall not be obligated to pay 
interest if it is the purchaser.  TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR 
THE PURCHASER. There will be no reduction of interest due 
to overpayment of deposit.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes (excluding recapture of previously reduced or exempt 
taxes) and any other public charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amount survive foreclosure sale, including 
water/sewer charges, and ground rent to be adjusted 
to date of sale and paid at execution of the deed, except 
where the secured party is the purchaser, and thereafter 
assumed by the purchaser.  All due and/or unpaid private 
utility, water and sewer facilities charges, condo/HOA 
assessments and Columbia Assoc. assessments, to the 
extent such amount survive foreclosure sale, are payable by 
the purchaser without adjustment.  Cost of all documentary 
stamps, transfer taxes, recaptured taxes (including but not 
limited to agricultural taxes), and settlement expenses shall 
be borne by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property. Purchaser 
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale forward.  Additional terms to be announced at 
the time of sale.
If the Trustees are unable to convey good and marketable 
title, the purchaser’s sole remedy in law and equity shall 
be limited to a refund of the deposit without interest.  If 
the purchaser fails to go to settlement, subject to order of 
the court, the entire deposit (including any amount received 
over the advertised deposit amount) shall be forfeited to the 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability.  In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser 
shall not be entitled to receive the surplus, if any, even if such 
surplus results from improvements to the property by said 
defaulting purchaser and the defaulting purchaser shall 
be liable to the Trustees and secured party for reasonable 
attorney’s fees and expenses incurred in connection with 
all litigation involving the Property or the proceeds of the 
resale. Defaulting purchaser waives personal service of any 
document filed in connection with such a motion on him/
herself and/or any principal or corporate designee, and 
expressly agrees to accept service of any such document 
by regular mail directed to the address provided by said 
purchaser at the time of the foreclosure auction. Trustees’ 
file number 23-001126-MD-F-3.

Diane S. Rosenberg, Mark D. Meyer, et al., Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479301

Charles County855

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

9133 GRANITE COURT
WALDORF, MD 20603

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated April 15, 2005, recorded in Liber 5211, Folio 273 
among the Land Records of Charles County, MD, with an 
original principal balance of $382,000.00, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell 
at public auction at the Circuit Court for Charles County, 
200 Charles St., La Plata, MD 20646, (Sale will be held in 
the breezeway between the Circuit Court and the District 
Court), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 3:02 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Charles 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $46,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 361038-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479323

Calvert County853

Charles County855

Charles County855

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

105 RIVERSIDE RUN DRIVE
INDIAN HEAD, MD 20640

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated January 9, 2007, recorded in Liber 6183, Folio 573 
among the Land Records of Charles County, MD, with an 
original principal balance of $200,000.00, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell 
at public auction at the Circuit Court for Charles County, 
200 Charles St., La Plata, MD 20646, (Sale will be held in 
the breezeway between the Circuit Court and the District 
Court), on

JANUARY 7, 2025 AT 3:00 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Charles 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $16,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 344688-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al., Substitute 
Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479322

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

2200 BRIDLE PATH DRIVE
WALDORF, MD 20601

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated June 13, 2008, recorded in Liber 6660, Folio 29 among 
the Land Records of Charles County, MD, with an original 
principal balance of $436,500.00, default having occurred 
under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell at public 
auction at the Circuit Court for Charles County, 200 Charles 
St., La Plata, MD 20646, (Sale will be held in the breezeway 
between the Circuit Court and the District Court), on

DECEMBER 31, 2024 AT 12:15 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Charles 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $28,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 365778-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 12,19,26 2024 0012477870

Charles County855
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Frederick County856

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND 

ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

12 SETON PLACE
EMMITSBURG, MD 21727

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust 
dated August 26, 2020, recorded in Liber 14075, Folio 43 
among the Land Records of Frederick County, MD, with an 
original principal balance of $186,868.00, default having 
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell 
at public auction at the Circuit Court for Frederick County, 
at the Court House Door, 100 W. Patrick St., Frederick, MD 
21701, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 12:15 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with any 
buildings or improvements thereon located in Frederick 
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed 
of Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $17,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money 
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or 
any modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash 
within ten days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit 
Court. There will be no abatement of interest due to the 
purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before 
settlement. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.  
Adjustment of all real property taxes, including agricultural 
taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or private 
charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts survive 
foreclosure sale,  including water/sewer, ground rent and 
front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to date of sale and 
thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser is responsible 
for any recapture of homestead tax credit.  All transfer 
taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.  
The purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the 
ground rent escrow, if required.  Condominium fees and/
or homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed 
by the purchaser from the date of sale.  Purchaser is 
responsible for obtaining physical possession of the 
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property 
from the date of sale.  The sale is subject to post-sale audit 
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, 
but not limited to, determination of whether the borrower 
entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid 
off the loan prior to the sale.  In any such event, this sale 
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, 
in law or equity, shall be the return of the deposit without 
interest. If purchaser fails to settle within ten days of 
ratification, subject to order of court, purchaser agrees that 
property will be resold and entire deposit retained by Sub. 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any 
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten 
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service 
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser 
as identified on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted 
purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds 
resulting from said resale even if such surplus results from 
improvements to the property by said defaulted purchaser.  
Sub. Trustees will convey either marketable or insurable 
title.  If they cannot deliver one or the other, or if ratification 
of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court for any reason, the 
Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is return of the 
deposit without interest.  (Matter No. 371701-1)

Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al.,
Substitute Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479190
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Howard County857

Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
4340 East West Highway, Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 907-8000

www.rosenberg-assoc.com

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

8381 MONTGOMERY RUN ROAD, APT H
ELLICOTT CITY, MD 21043

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of 
Trust from Scott A. McClung dated November 2, 2018 and 
recorded in Liber 18457, folio 452 among the Land Records 
of Howard County, MD, default having occurred under the 
terms thereof, the Trustees will sell at public auction at the 
Circuit Court for Howard County, at the Court House Door, 
9250 Judicial Way, Ellicott City, MD 21043, on

JANUARY 3, 2025 AT 9:15 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with the 
buildings and improvements thereon situated in Howard 
County, MD and described as Unit No. 52-105, Building 52, 
in Village of Montgomery Run and more fully described in 
the aforesaid Deed of Trust.  Tax ID #01-217259.
The property, which is improved by a dwelling, will be sold in 
an “as is” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions 
and agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and 
with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale:  A deposit of $12,000 in the form of certified 
check, cashier’s check or money order will be required of the 
purchaser at time and place of sale.  Balance of the purchase 
price to be paid in cash within ten days of final ratification 
of sale by the Circuit Court for Howard County.  Interest to 
be paid on the unpaid purchase money at the rate pursuant 
to the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to the date 
funds are received in the office of the Trustees. There will 
be no abatement of interest in the event additional funds 
are tendered before settlement or if settlement is delayed 
for any reason. The noteholder shall not be obligated to pay 
interest if it is the purchaser.  TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR 
THE PURCHASER. There will be no reduction of interest due 
to overpayment of deposit.  Adjustment of all real property 
taxes (excluding recapture of previously reduced or exempt 
taxes) and any other public charges or assessments, to 
the extent such amount survive foreclosure sale, including 
water/sewer charges, and ground rent to be adjusted 
to date of sale and paid at execution of the deed, except 
where the secured party is the purchaser, and thereafter 
assumed by the purchaser.  All due and/or unpaid private 
utility, water and sewer facilities charges, condo/HOA 
assessments and Columbia Assoc. assessments, to the 
extent such amount survive foreclosure sale, are payable by 
the purchaser without adjustment.  Cost of all documentary 
stamps, transfer taxes, recaptured taxes (including but not 
limited to agricultural taxes), and settlement expenses shall 
be borne by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible 
for obtaining physical possession of the property. Purchaser 
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the 
date of sale forward.  Additional terms to be announced at 
the time of sale.
If the Trustees are unable to convey good and marketable 
title, the purchaser’s sole remedy in law and equity shall 
be limited to a refund of the deposit without interest.  If 
the purchaser fails to go to settlement, subject to order of 
the court, the entire deposit (including any amount received 
over the advertised deposit amount) shall be forfeited to the 
Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses occasioned by 
the purchaser’s default and purchaser shall have no further 
liability.  In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser 
shall not be entitled to receive the surplus, if any, even if such 
surplus results from improvements to the property by said 
defaulting purchaser and the defaulting purchaser shall 
be liable to the Trustees and secured party for reasonable 
attorney’s fees and expenses incurred in connection with 
all litigation involving the Property or the proceeds of the 
resale. Defaulting purchaser waives personal service of any 
document filed in connection with such a motion on him/
herself and/or any principal or corporate designee, and 
expressly agrees to accept service of any such document 
by regular mail directed to the address provided by said 
purchaser at the time of the foreclosure auction. Trustees’ 
file number 24-003318-MD-F-1.

Diane S. Rosenberg, Mark D. Meyer, et al., Trustees

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479212

Howard County857
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Arlington County870

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF 

3908 Military Road
Arlington, VA 22207 

Tax Map ID 03-036-279

Under a power of sale contained in that certain Deed of Trust (the 
“Deed of Trust”) dated June 29, 2023 and recorded on July 5, 2023 
as Instrument No. 20230100007587 from Atri Homes, LLC, a Virginia 
limited liability company, as grantor, to Pardo Drazin Auctioneers LLC 
(“Trustee”), a Virginia limited liability company, as trustee, for the ben-
efit of WCP Fund I LLC, a Delaware limited liability company, as ben-
eficiary, securing that certain Commercial Deed of Trust Note dated 
June 29, 2023 in the principal amount of $1,741,387.50 made by Atri 
Homes, LLC, a Virginia limited liability company, as maker, payable to 
the order of WCP Fund I LLC, a Delaware limited liability company, as 
payee, default having occurred under the terms of the Deed of Trust, 
at the request of the current noteholder, Trustee will sell at public 
auction at the front entrance of the Circuit Court of Arlington County, 
Virginia, 1425 N. Courthouse Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201, on

DECEMBER 27, 2024 at 9:00 AM

ALL REAL PROPERTY AND THE IMPROVEMENTS THEREON (if any) as 
well as ALL PERSONAL PROPERTY encumbered by the Deed of Trust 
(collectively, the “Property”).

TERMS OF SALE:  A deposit of ten (10) per centum of the sale price 
will be required of the purchaser at the time and place of sale. The 
deposit must be paid by cash or certified funds. The balance of the 
purchase price to be paid in cash or certified funds within twenty (20) 
days of the date of sale. Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase 
money at the rate then applicable to the indebtedness secured by 
the Deed of Trust from the date of sale to the date of settlement. The 
current noteholder, if a bidder, shall not be required to post a depos-
it or to pay interest. Purchaser shall settle within twenty (20) days 
of the date of sale. TIME SHALL BE OF THE ESSENCE WITH RESPECT 
TO SETTLEMENT BY THE PURCHASER. In the event that the purchaser 
does not settle as required for any reason, the purchaser shall be in 
default. The defaulting purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus 
proceeds or profits resulting from any resale of the Property, and the 
deposit shall be forfeited to Trustee and all of the expenses of this 
sale (including attorneys’ fees and full commission on the gross sale 
price) shall be charged against and paid out of the forfeited deposit, 
with any remaining balance of the forfeited deposit applied to the in-
debtedness secured by the Deed of Trust. In the event settlement is 
delayed for any reason, including, but not limited to, exceptions to the 
sale, bankruptcy filings by interested parties, court administration of 
the foreclosure, or unknown title defects, there shall be no abatement 
of interest. Real estate taxes are to be adjusted for the current year 
to the date of sale and assumed thereafter by the purchaser. Cost of 
all documentary stamps, recordation taxes, transfer taxes and settle-
ment expenses shall be borne by the purchaser.

The Property will be sold in an “AS IS” and “WHERE IS” physical con-
dition and subject to recorded covenants, conditions, restrictions, 
agreements, and senior liens, if any, and with no warranties or cov-
enants of any kind.

In the event that Trustee is unable to convey title as aforesaid, the 
purchaser’s sole remedy at law and in equity shall be limited to a re-
fund of the deposit and the sale shall be considered null and void 
and of no effect.

Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining physical possession of 
the Property. Purchaser assumes the risk of loss or damage to the 
Property from the date of sale forward.

Trustee reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to reject any and all 
bids, to withdraw the Property from sale at any time before or at the 
auction, to extend the time to receive bids, to waive or modify the 
deposit requirement, to waive or modify the requirement that interest 
be paid on the unpaid purchase money, and/or to extend the period 
of time for settlement.

Additional terms may be announced at the sale. Purchaser will be re-
quired to execute and deliver to Trustee a memorandum or contract 
of the sale at the conclusion of bidding.

Pardo Drazin Auctioneers LLC, Trustee

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT:
PARDO & DRAZIN, LLC

Russell S. Drazin, Attorney
4400 Jenifer Street, NW, Suite 2

Washington, DC 20015
(202) 223-7900

www.pardodrazin.com

Dec 19,26 2024 0012479165

Prince Georges County851

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, 

MARYLAND

BENJAMIN P. SMITH, et al.
Substitute Trustees
Plaintiffs

v.

LABADI GROUP HOLDINGS LLC
Defendant

Civil No. C-16-CV-24-004424
THIRD PARTY SALE

NOTICE PURSUANT TO 
RULE 14-305(d)

Pursuant to Rule 14-305(d), No-
tice is hereby given this 27 day 
of November, 2024, by the Cir-
cuit Court for Prince George’s 
County, Maryland, that the sale 
of the property mentioned in 
these proceedings, made and 
reported by Benjamin P. Smith, 
a Substitute Trustee herein, will 
be ratified and confirmed, unless 
cause to the contrary thereof be 
shown on or before the 27 day 
of December, 2024, provided a 
copy of this Notice be inserted 
in some newspaper published 
in said County once in each of 
three successive weeks before 
the 27 day of December, 2024.
The report states the amount 
of sale to be $172,000.00. The 
property sold has the following 
street addresses:

TaxIDNo.15-1732965
9520 Marlboro Pike, Unit 103 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

TaxIDNo.15-1732973
9520 Marlboro Pike, Unit 104 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

File No. 140205.00004

Mahasin El Amin
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dec 5,12,19 2024 0012478648

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, 

MARYLAND

JASON A. PARDO, 
Substitute Trustee, c/o   
Pardo & Drazin, LLC,
4400 Jenifer Street, NW, Suite 2,
Washington, DC 20015,
Plaintiff,

V.

BELK UNLIMITED LLC
543 Marshall Choice Drive 
Bowie, MD 20720
Defendant.

Case No. C-16-CV-24-004833

Action Involving Real Property
5817 Jamestown Road
Hyattsville, MD 20782

Account No. 16-1811785

NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued by the 
Circuit Court for Prince George’s 
County,  Maryland, this 12 day of 
December, 2024, that the sale 
of the property mentioned in 
these proceedings and common-
ly known as 5817 Jamestown 
Road, Hyattsville, MD 20782,
made and reported by Jason A. 
Pardo, Substitute Trustee, be 
ratified and confirmed unless 
cause to the contrary thereof 
be shown on or before the 13 
day of January, 2025, provided, 
a copy of this Notice be inserted 
in The Washington Post, once 
in each for three successive 
weeks, before the 13 day of Jan-
uary, 2025.  The Report of Sale 
states the amount of sale to be 
$236,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin
Clerk, Circuit Court for

Prince George’s County, 
Maryland

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479941
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Arlington County870

Prince Georges County851

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE COUNTY OF 

PRINCE GEORGE’S, 
MARYLAND

WILLIAM M. SAVAGE, et al.
Trustee(s) 
Plaintiff(s)

vs.

MILDRED V HATTON
Defendant(s) 
Mortgagor(s)

CIVIL NO: C-16-CV-24-002146

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, this 
13 day of December, 2024 by 
the Circuit Court for the County 
of Prince George’s, Maryland 
and by the authority thereof, 
that the sale made by William M. 
Savage, Gregory N. Britto, Angela 
M. Tonello,  Rachel S. Feinstein,
Trustees, of the Real Property
designated as 3311 Oak Street,
Upper Marlboro, MD 20774,
and reported in the above enti-
tled cause, will be finally ratified 
and confirmed, unless cause to
the contrary thereof  be shown
on or before the 13 day of Janu-
ary, 2025, next; provided a copy 
of this order be inserted THE
WASHINGTO POST, 1150 15th
Street, Washington DC, MD pub-
lished in said County of  Prince
George’s once a week for three
successive  weeks before the
13 day of Janaury, 2025. The 
report states the amount of the
sale to be $177,586.39.

Mahasin El Amin
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 

COURT FOR COUNTY OF
PRINCE GEORGE’S

Trustees File#: 23-294626

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479945

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE COUNTY OF PRINCE 
GEORGE’S, MARYLAND 

WILLIAM M. SAVAGE, et al.
Trustee(s)
Plaintiff(s) 

vs.

NATHAN L BURNS
NICHOLAS L BURNS
Defendant(s) 
Mortgagor(s)

CIVIL NO: C-16-CV-24-002678

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, this 
9th day of December, 2024 by 
the Circuit Court for the County 
of Prince George’s, Maryland 
and by the authority thereof, 
that the sale made by William 
M. Savage, Gregory N. Britto,
Gene Jung, Trustees, of the Real
Property designated as 12736 
Wedgedale Court, Upper Marl-
boro, MD 20772, and reported
in the above entitled cause, will
be finally ratified and confirmed, 
unless cause to the contrary
thereof be shown on or before
9th day of January, 2025 next;
provided a copy of this order be 
inserted in THE WASHINGTON
POST, 1150 15th Street, Wash-
ington DC, MD published in said
County of Prince George’s once
a week for three successive
weeks before the 9th day of 
Jaunary, 2025. The report states 
the amount of the sale to be
$298,400.00.

Mahasin El Amin
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT

COURT FOR COUNTY OF
PRINCE GEORGE’S

Trustees File #: 23-294191

Dec 12,19,26 2024 0012479276
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Prince Georges County851

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, 

MARYLAND

Brennan Ferguson, et al. 
Substitute Trustees
Plaintiffs,

V.

Estate of 
Lawrence J. Lynch, 
Defendant.

Case No. C-16-CV-24-003212

NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued this 12 
day of December, 2024, that 
the sale of the property in this 
case, 4505 John Street, Suit-
land, Maryland 20746, reported 
by Brennan Ferguson, John C. 
Hanrahan,  Jeremy B.  Wilkins,  
Amanda Driscole,  Robert Oli-
veri,  and Paul  Heinmuller, Sub-
stitute Trustees, be ratified and 
confirmed, unless cause to the 
contrary be shown on or before 
13 day of January, 2025, pro-
vided a copy of this Notice be 
inserted in The Washington Post, 
a newspaper published in Prince 
George’s County, Maryland, once 
in each of three (3) successive 
weeks on or before the 13 day 
of January, 2025.  The report 
states the amount of sale to be 
$323,339.59.

Mahasin El Amin
Clerk

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479944

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE COUNTY OF 

PRINCE GEORGE’S 
MARYLAND

WILLIAM M. SAVAGE, et al.
Trustee(s)
Plaintiff(s)

vs.

ESTHER Y ABU
Defendant(s) 
Mortgagor(s)

CIVIL NO: C-16-CV-24-003845

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, this 
13 day of December, 2024 by 
the Circuit Court for the County 
of Prince George’s, Maryland and 
by the authority thereof, that the 
sale made by William M. Savage, 
Gregory N. Britto, Gene Jung, 
Trustees, of the Real Property 
designated as 7633 South Ar-
bory Ct, Unit 432, Laurel, MD
20707, and reported in the above 
entitled cause, will be finally rati-
fied and confirmed, unless cause 
to the contrary thereof be shown 
on or before the 13 day of Jan-
uary, 2025 next; provided a copy 
of this order be inserted in THE 
WASHINGTON POST 1150 15th 
Street, Washington DC, MD pub-
lished in said County of Prince 
George’s once a week for three 
successive weeks before the 
13 day of January, 2025. The 
report states the amount of the 
sale to be $256,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin
CLERK OFTHE CIRCUIT 

COURT FOR COUNTY OF 
PRINCE GEORGE’S

Trustees File#: 23-292941

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479949

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, 

MARYLAND

DIANA THEOLOGOU, ET. AL.
Substitute Trustees 
Plaintiffs

vs.

ESTATE OF 
SCOTT A. MOULTON SR., 
ET. AL.
Defendant(s).

Case No.: C-16-CV-24-004240

NOTICE

ORDERED this 12 day of Decem-
ber, 2024 by the Circuit Court for 
Prince George’s County, Mary-
land, that the sale of the prop-
erty at 7100 Abbington Drive, 
Oxon Hill, MD 20745 mentioned 
in these proceedings, made and 
reported Diana C. Theologou, et. 
al, Substitute Trustees, be ratified 
and confirmed, unless cause to 
the contrary thereof be shown 
on or before the 13 day of Jan-
uary, 2025, provided a copy of 
this notice be inserted in some 
newspaper published in said 
County once in each of three 
successive weeks before 13 day 
of January, 2025 next.  The re-
port states the amount of sale to 
be $347,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, 
MARYLAND

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479955

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, 

MARYLAND

CARRIE M. WARD, et al.
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101
Rockville, MD 20852
Substitute Trustees/Plaintiffs,

vs.

SALLIE P. SHIELDS
ANTHONY SHIELDS 
(DECEASED)
4201 Skyline Drive
Suitland, MD 20746
Defendant(s).

Case No.CAEF18-50767

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 12 
day of December, 2024, by the 
Circuit Court for Prince George’s 
County, Maryland, that the sale of 
the property mentioned in these 
proceedings and described as 
4201 Skyline Drive, Suitland, 
MD 20746, made and reported 
by the Substitute Trustee, will be 
RATIFIED AND CONFIRMED, un-
less cause to the contrary there-
of be shown on or before the 13 
day of January 2025, provided a 
copy of this NOTICE be inserted 
in some daily newspaper printed 
in said County, once in each of 
three successive weeks before 
the 13 day of January, 2025.
The report states the purchase 
price at the Foreclosure sale to 
be $275,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin
Clerk, Circuit Court for 

Prince George’s County, 
Maryland

BWW#MD-84527

Dec 19,26,Jan 2 2025 0012479958

Anne Arundel County852

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY

Ketih Yacko, et al.
Substitute Trustees

Versus

David Nixon, Jr.
Defendant

No. C-02-CV-24-001239

NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued this 
Wednesday, December 04, 
2024 that the sale of the proper-
ty in the proceedings mentioned, 
made and reported by Jennifer 
Deardorff, Substitute Trustee BE 
RATIFIED AND CONFIRMED, un-
less cause to the contrary there-
of be shown on or before the 
3RD day of January 2025 next; 
provided, a copy of this Notice 
be inserted in some newspaper 
published in Anne Arundel Coun-
ty, once in each of three suc-
cessive weeks before the 3RD 
day of January 2025 next. The 
report states that the amount of 
sale of the property at 608 MILL-
SHIRE DR, MILLERSVILLE, MD 
21108 to be $265,451.10.

Scott A. Poyer
Circuit Court for 

Anne Arundel County, MD.

Dec 12,19,26 2024 0012479058

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY

Brennan Ferguson, et al.
Substitute Trustees

Versus

Estate of Lolita Coley
Defendant

No. C-02-CV-24-001398

NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued this 
Thursday, December 05, 2024
that the sale of the property 
in the proceedings mentioned, 
made and reported by John C. 
Hanrahan, Substitute Trustee BE 
RATIFIED AND CONFIRMED, un-
less cause to the contrary there-
of be shown on or before the 
6th day of January, 2025 next; 
provided, a copy of this Notice 
be inserted in some newspaper 
published in Anne Arundel Coun-
ty, once in each of three succes-
sive weeks before the 6th day of 
January 2025 next.  The report 
states that the amount of sale of 
the property at 7879 CHALICE 
ROAD, SEVERN, MD 21144 to 
be $408,000.00.

Scott A. Poyer
Circuit Court for 

Anne Arundel County, MD.

Dec 12,19,26 2024 0012479059

Loudoun County876

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF
25452 Brickell Drive, 
Chantilly, VA 20152

In execution of a Deed of Trust 
in the original principal amount 
of $130,000.00 dated November 
10, 2020 recorded among the 
land records of the Circuit Court 
for Loudoun County on July 8, 
2021 as Instrument Number: 
20210708-0074275, the under-
signed appointed Substitute 
Trustee will offer for sale at pub-
lic auction, at the Main entrance 
of the courthouse for the Circuit 
Court of Loudoun County, 18 E 
Market St, Leesburg, VA 20176 
on January 24, 2025 at 9:00 
AM the property described in 
said deed of trust, located at 
the above address and briefly 
described as: Tax Id Number(s): 
128250645000

Land situated in the County of 
Loudoun in the State of VA

LOT 37, SECTION (3C), SOUTH 
RIDING, AS THE SAME IS SHOWN 
ON A PLAT ATTACHED TO DEED 
OF BOUNDARY LINE ADJUST-
MENT RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 
1607, PAGE 1262, AMONG THE 
LAND RECORDS OF LOUDOUN 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA.

Commonly known as: 25452 
BRICKELL DR, Chantilly, VA 20152

THE PROPERTY ADDRESS AND 
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER LISTED ARE PRO-
VIDED SOLELY FOR INFOR-
MATIONAL PURPOSES. Tax ID: 
128250645000.

TERMS OF SALE: A bidder’s de-
posit of $11,000.00 or 10% of the 
sale price, whichever is lower, 
will be required in the form of 
a certified or cashier’s check.  
Cash will not be accepted as a 
deposit.  Settlement within fif-
teen (15) days of sale, otherwise 
Trustee may forfeit deposit. Ad-
ditional terms to be announced 
at sale.  This is a communication 
from a debt collector. This notice 
is an attempt to collect on a debt 
and any information obtained 
will be used for that purpose.
(Trustee # 24-008478)

Substitute Trustee: ALG Trustee, 
LLC C/O Orlans PC PO Box 2548, 
Leesburg, VA 20177 (703) 777-
7101 website: www.Orlans.com 
The Vendor auction.com will be 
used in conjunction with this 
sale.Potential Bidders: For sale 
information, please visit www.
Auction.com or call (800) 280-
2832.

Dec 5,12,19,26 2024 0012477125
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Loudoun County876

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF
112 Lakeland Drive, 
Sterling, VA 20164

In execution of a Deed of Trust 
in the original principal amount 
of $484,000.00 dated February 
24, 2006 recorded among the 
land records of the Circuit Court 
for Loudoun County on February 
27, 2006 as Instrument Num-
ber: 20060227-0017924, and 
rerecorded on March 6, 2009 as 
Instrument Number 20090306-
0012932,  the undersigned ap-
pointed Substitute Trustee will 
offer for sale at public auction, at 
the Main entrance of the court-
house for the Circuit Court of 
Loudoun County, 18 E Market St, 
Leesburg, VA 20176 on January 
24, 2025 at 9:00 AM the proper-
ty described in said deed of trust, 
located at the above address and 
briefly described as: All of Lot 12, 
of the Subdivision of Section 1-A, 
RICHLAND ACRES, as shown on 
a Plat of Subdivision recorded in 
Deed Book 338 at Page 379, and 
Plat Book 6 at Page 43, of the 
land records of Loudoun Coun-
ty, Virginia, and as described on 
the Plat by B.W. Smith & Associ-
ates attached to Deed recorded 
among the aforesaid land re-
cords in Deed Book 947 at Page 
1082. Tax ID: 014494689000.

TERMS OF SALE: A bidder’s de-
posit of $13,000.00 or 10% of the 
sale price, whichever is lower, 
will be required in the form of 
a certified or cashier’s check.  
Cash will not be accepted as a 
deposit.  Settlement within fif-
teen (15) days of sale, otherwise 
Trustee may forfeit deposit. Ad-
ditional terms to be announced 
at sale.  This is a communication 
from a debt collector. This notice 
is an attempt to collect on a debt 
and any information obtained 
will be used for that purpose.
(Trustee # 18-800112)

Substitute Trustee: ALG Trust-
ee, LLC C/O Orlans PC PO Box 
2548, Leesburg, VA 20177 (703) 
777-7101 website: www.Orlans.
com The Vendor XOME.COM 
will be used in conjunction with 
this sale.

Dec 19,26 2024 0012477126

MARYLAND

Roommates

FORT WASHINGTON - Lg house to
share. Free cable. Close to MGM. 
W/D. $175/wk. 240-882-8973

Rockville Shr SFH, NS, NP, clean,
quiet, sm. rm., new w-w/paint, shr
ba, avail now, $549. 240-351-5150

Upper Marlboro - Room for rent.
Close to mall & bus, quiet place. 
$750/mo util incl. 240-615-6234

Houses Wanted
to Buy

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-866-541-7929.

WE                 BUY HOUSES

Clothing, Shoes
& Accessories

229

DIAMOND Solitaire Ring
2 CT, VVS1, $4500/obo.

Contact Lynne 502-552-2292

Electronics245

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-407-6870.

Home & Garden265

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-844-566-3227

Dogs for Sale610

Cockapoo Babies Beautiful
Babies ready to go for Christ-
mas $900 males & Female for 
more info call or text me 540-
392-9707

F1 GOLDEN DOODLE PUPPIES
Ready for Christmas. Good blood-
lines, family raised, vet exam. Sire/
Dam AKC. $850. Call  540-810-0408

S0114 2X4

Washington Post newsletters

deliver more of what you’re looking for.

Discover and subscribe for free at

washingtonpost.com/newsletters

TE H?

Dogs for Sale610

FRENCHTON: 7/8 French Bulldog 
1/8 Boston. Reduced $950. 3 - F, 
S/W, health guar. 301-252-9213

www.windsoroakfarm.com

Golden Retriever 10 week old 
Golden retriever puppies for sale. I
have 2 left 1 male 1 female akc reg-
istered. call 571-238-3497 or email 
wbtrees@aol.com

Hypoallergenic Small Breeds
Yorkie Poo, Yorkie Chon,

Bichon Poo. M/F, S/W, health guar. 
$900-$1200. 301-252-9213
www.windsoroakfarm.com

MINI SCHNAUZERS -  Pure bred, 
shots, wormed, health guarantee, 
delivery availabe, 10 weeks old, 

non shed. $350. Prefer text,
301-481-9051

Shih-tzu  Hill Family Shih-tzu. 
Akc reg 40 years experience 
with this breed. Vet checked first 
shot. In person viewing encour-
aged.   $1200. Charlotte Court-
house VA. 434-607-2320

SHIBA-INU PUPPIES Females, red, 
black & gold, white, S/W, health 
guarantee. $675. 301-252-9213

www.windsoroakfarm.com

SHIH-TZU - ACA Reg
M/F. $1200. S/W, health guarantee.

301-252-9213
www.windsoroakfarm.com

Yorkies Yorkie rehoming, father,
3yrs, $700; son, 1yr, $800; both
$1,000, all shots, CKC. 301-523-
6728.

D16 CLASSIFIED H NOTICES H Trustee Sales—MD H MERCHANDISE H Pets & Animals OPQRS EZ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2024

Business Broker
Services

1375

DENTAL INSURANCE 

from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance 

- NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228 

dental50plus.com/MDDC#6258



Local Living

Home for the holidays
Hollywood pros dish on creating the houses for ‘Home Alone’ and ‘The Holiday’  PAGe 4

the WashINGtON POst tHe diStrict editiOn thursday, december 19, 2024

How to: What’s the best way to repair a chipped countertop? 2  •  Home: How to navigate the high-pressure world of home repair estimates. 7                             

On Parenting:  My kids’ need for everything to be equal ‘turns into a million fights a day.’ 14  •  Home Sales: The latest transactions in your area. L1
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orange peel. Adkins can polish 
natural stone to make the sheen 
of a patch blend in, but if he 
does that with a man-made 
countertop, the spot looks shiny 
and becomes even more 
noticeable.

Homeowners can also buy 
two-part epoxy repair kits with 
small amounts of colorants, or 
kits that use other fillers, such as 
two-part acrylics and light-cured 
acrylics. Globalcom tile and 
granite/marble repair kit, which 
lists for $19.99 on Amazon, is a 
two-part epoxy that comes with 
black, brown, blue and maroon 
gel dyes that can be used in 
combination or alone to get 
tones from nearly white to very 
dark.

Given that the homeowner kit 
is less than $20, does it make 
sense to spend more to hire a 
pro? Adkins says handy, 
experienced DIYers probably 
can patch a chip successfully, 

but he cautions that, as with 
anything, there is a learning 
curve. Especially when a chip or 
crack is in a prominent place, 
many homeowners decide it’s 
better to leave the work to 
someone who has made 
hundreds of repairs, rather than 
use the job as a first-time 
learning opportunity. “When 
two-part epoxy dries, it dries 
hard as stone,” he said, leaving 
little time for trial-and-error 
tinkering.

It doesn’t help that many of 
the kits lack detailed 
instructions. Amazon sells 
nearly identical-looking patch 
kits from three brands: 
Globalcom, Lanbokit and 
Govvey, none of which have an 
online customer-service link or 
online application instructions 
other than photos with captions 
or videos. An Amazon customer-
service representative tried to 
look up contact information but 

said the only details he could 
find were in Chinese characters, 
which he couldn’t decipher.

Online customer reviews for 
repair kits back up Adkins’s 
warning that patching 
successfully can be trickier than 
it seems. While many reviewers 
gave high marks for the results 
they achieved, those who 
reported low marks sometimes 
said their countertops wound up 
looking worse than before. 
Common complaints: It was too 
hard to match the color. The 
epoxy, especially on an edge 
chip, was too runny to mold. The 
countertop got scratched when 
they used sandpaper, which is 
included in the kits, to make the 
patch level.

Adkins said he puts a lot of 
effort into creating patches that 
almost disappear. About 90 
percent of the quartz 
countertops he repairs are a 
slightly off-white shade with 

gray veining that mimics 
Calacatta marble, a natural 
stone. He stocks up on the 
perfect colorant for patching 
that. But when he is patching 
natural stone, which usually has 
lots of color variation, or man-
made materials that sparkle or 
have chips of different colors, he 
often uses clear epoxy, which 
lets the color of the countertop 
around the chip show through. 
But no patch is perfect.

Customers often ask if the 
patch will be visible. His answer? 
“Yes, especially by you, the home-
owner, because you are seeing me 
do it. But in most cases, someone 
who walks into the room for the 
first time will not see the dam-
age.”

 Have a problem in your home? 

Send questions to 

localliving@washpost.com. Put “How 

to” in the subject line, tell us where 

you live and try to include a photo.

BY JEANNE HUBER

Q: I have a Silestone countertop 
with a chipped edge. How do I 
find someone to fix the edge?
A: When a countertop chips or 
cracks, there are two ways to fix 
it: Hire a company that 
specializes in this work, or buy 
the same type of materials a pro 
would use and do it yourself. 
The pro solution, of course, costs 
more. But it is more likely to 
result in a repair that blends in 
visually and can’t be felt when 
you run your hand over the 
surface.

Barry Adkins, owner of Fix-It 
Countertop, which makes home 
visits in Maryland, D.C., 
Northern Virginia and central 
Florida, repairs chips in 
countertops made of quartz, 
solid-surface material and 
natural stone (such as granite). 
Silestone, along with brands 
such as Caesarstone and 
Cambria, is in the quartz 
category because it consists of 
quartz crystals and other 
ingredients in a resin binder. 
Solid-surface material, such as 
Corian, has a lower percentage 
of mineral content.

In all of these cases, Adkins 
said, his solution is to patch the 
chip with two-part epoxy 
designed for countertop repairs 
— not a general-purpose epoxy 
you might find at a hardware 
store. Pros buy supplies at 
companies that cater to their 
needs. For repairs on man-made 
materials, Adkins can type in the 
manufacturer’s color name and 
get a patch color that matches 
the main color of the 
countertop. There are also epoxy 
kits with different colorants so 
he can custom-match colors 
when a homeowner doesn’t 
know the brand or color name of 
a countertop.

Adkins charges a little under 
$300 to fix a chip smaller than a 
dime, plus a little extra for travel 
in out-of-the-way locations in 
the company’s service areas. 
Large repairs, up to the size of a 
quarter, cost more, in part 
because he often needs to apply 
the filler in two or three layers 
to avoid having it smear across 
the surface.

Tidy repairs are especially 
important with man-made 
countertop materials because 
they have a subtle texture that 
resembles a fairly smooth 

How to

My countertop is chipped. What’s the best way to repair it?

iStock

While repairing a chipped countertop can be a do-it-yourself project, it’s one that leaves little room for error.
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It’s your last chance 
to save big during our

Offer Valid on certain models, excludes the cost of labor. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Excludes Labor. Financing offers 
a no payment- no interest feature (during the “promotional period”) Excludes Labor. Financing is subject to credit approval. Fixed APR 
of 0.00% for 60 months. Actual payments based on usage. A s set forth in your Truth in Lending Disclosures, and you will not have to 
pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended. If full credit taken on approval date, payments for 6-month promo 
will be $16.67, followed by 54 monthly payments of $16.67 for each $1,000 financed. If transaction is later, the 54 monthly payments 
could be as high as $18.52 You may also prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit require-
ments and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normal la`te charges 
apply once the promotional period has ended. MD MHIC # 124358, VA # 2705178069, DC # 420212000037, Delaware # 2013601804, 
PA # 104611, MA HIC # 197968, NJ # 13VH07997100, RI RIGL #44067, KS # 9641242, CT HIC # 0661044, OR #249065, WA # WINDONL771PW, 

END-OF-YEAR SALE

50% OFF
all window stylesGet ready for cooler weather with top-

quality windows and seasonal savings!
There’s a lot of window shopping this season – but 

now’s the time to get WINDOW shopping! Our proven-
quality windows are affordable, will help keep your 
home comfortable, and save you money on utility 

bills year-round. Plus, they’re backed with a lifetime 
warranty, and can be installed in 1 day or less. Don’t pay 

more than you have to – schedule your quote today.

WindowNation.com 
202-464-6768

Schedule your 
FREE consultation 

It’s your last chance 
to save big during our
END-OF-YEAR SALE

0%
interest for
60 months

or take an additional
10% OFF your purchase

Offer valid until 12/31/24
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then has to build a set of increas-
ingly intricate booby traps to fell 
bandits attempting a robbery.

Given the centrality of the 
home to the plot of the movie, set 
decorator Eve Cauley, now a pro-
fessor at the University of North 
Carolina School of the Arts, had 
her work cut out for her.

“It was a bigger job than most 
people realize, because we did not 
film inside the now-famous 
‘Home Alone’ house at all,” Cauley 
writes over email. “What the au-
dience saw as the home’s interior 
settings were all built sets.” So in 
addition to breathing life into the 
set, she also had to ensure that 
there was continuity between 
what viewers saw during exterior 
shots and on set.

“I knew [writer and producer] 
John Hughes preferred an Ameri-

the Chicago suburb of Winnetka 
to see the “Home Alone” house.

It’s no accident that these 
homes continue to loom large in 
our collective imaginations — the 
set decorators and production 
designers working behind the 
scenes understand that it’s the 
small details that transform a 
movie set into a believable, lived-
in Christmas home. The people 
responsible for two classics of the 
genre, “Home Alone” and “The 
Holiday,” explain how they made 
it happen.

‘Home Alone’

“Home Alone” — it’s right there 
in the name. A family leaves a 
young son behind when heading 
to France for a Christmas vaca-
tion. Kevin at first luxuriates in 
having the house to himself and 

BY RACHEL KURZIUS

There’s nothing cozier than 
curling up on a December night 
and watching a holiday movie. 
And very often the warmth we 
associate with our favorite films 
comes from the homes we see on 
screen.

While we love the characters, 
their houses bring their own star 
power and often provide major 
plot points: the romantic, dilapi-
dated mansion in “It’s a Wonder-
ful Life”; the over-the-top light 
display in “National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation”; the life-
changing home swap of “The Hol-
iday”; and, of course, the iconic 
brick colonial of “Home Alone.” 
When the real-life properties fea-
tured in these films hit the mar-
ket, it’s news; tourists still flock to 

Home

The design magic of 
holiday movie homes

20th cEntury Fox/EvErEtt collEction

Macaulay Culkin and Joe Pesci in “Home Alone.” Set decorator Eve Cauley used a red and green color scheme to give the home a holiday feel, including in this wallpaper.



5

Dc

t
h

e
 w

a
s
h

in
g

t
o

n
 p

o
s
t
 
.

t
h

u
r

s
d

a
y
, d

e
c
e
m

b
e
r

 1
9
, 2

0
2

4

Because the “Home alone” 
house is full of kids, cauley’s third 
layer included multiple moments 
that made it appear like someone 
started a task, then got distracted 
before finishing: a wedged screw-
driver over the workbench in the 
basement and a table with scraps 
of wrapping paper, tape and scis-
sors in the primary bedroom. 
“those tiny human-created de-
tails with decorating make a place 
look real to the audience,” cauley 
says.

cauley also puts herself in the 
characters’ shoes when she is 
filling the set with items beyond 
what the script includes: “i imag-
ine what the inhabitants might 
have bought, who in the story 
would have decorated the home 
or location if it were real, what 
time period the décor would have 
been from, gifts they might have 
received and … art they may have 
created and kept in their room. i 
think of how tall the person who 
lives in a house is when hanging 
their art on their walls. i unify it 
all visually with a color palette 
that feels appropriate for the sto-
ry and supports the emotions the 
screenwriter would like the audi-
ence to feel at any given point.”

While someone watching the 
movie will get a yuletide vibe 
from the house on screen, that 
person may not realize the full 
scope of the color scheme. in-
deed, the entire place is decked 

can, upper middle class tradition-
al look,” cauley writes. “He did 
not like much aging on furniture 
or anything else. He liked his 
audiences to feel entertained 
when they went to the movies. He 
wanted to uplift the audience to 
feel happy after they left the 
theatre. to me, this was a warm, 
well-intentioned gift he gave to 
the world.” they discussed an 
aesthetic resembling colefax and 
Fowler, the famed British fabric 
and wallpaper company, only 
with a Midwestern flair.

cauley picked out the wallcov-
erings, décor, furniture (includ-
ing upholstery fabric), accesso-
ries and everything else that ap-
peared on those sets. as when 
decorating a real home, she began 
with the big items — furniture, 
rugs, lamps. She sketched out the 
placement of the furniture be-
forehand “to be sure, for example, 
that i had place[d] the couch or 
chair in a position that worked 
best for director chris columbus’ 
blocking with the actors.” then 
there’s a second layer of “smalls.”

She savors the third layer, 
which consists of “tiny details of 
décor that make a set appear to be 
real. it may be a pile of mail on a 
table, socks on the floor in a 
bedroom, clutter, or a little con-
tainer of fish food by a fishtank.” 
if there’s a bar of soap, cauley will 
wear it down so it doesn’t look 
brand new.

20th cEntury Fox/kobal/shuttErstock

Cauley says she puts herself in the characters’ shoes when she is 

filling the set with items beyond what the script includes.

the burglars!) would be directed 
in a subtle way to the main home 
in the story.”

‘The Holiday’

in “the Holiday,” a woman in 
Los angeles and a woman in an 
english village swap homes to 
avoid a lonely christmas, and 
each of them finds love and a 
deeper sense of meaning in the 
other’s abode.

“My job is not to create … what 
your house ideally should look 
like,” says Jon Hutman, produc-
tion designer for “the Holiday” 
and a frequent collaborator with 
filmmaker nancy Meyers. “i 
think what i’ve always been at-

continued on next page

call that ‘punctuation’ of bright 
colors within a more muted over-
all frame of color. it worked. 
audiences didn’t think about my 
color palette but felt it.”

“i like to keep wallpapers or 
wall paint colors just a little less 
intense in color than the cos-
tumes, so one’s eye is directed to 
the actors,” cauley says.

and when it came to the exteri-
ors, she paid careful attention to 
the christmas lights her crew 
installed throughout the neigh-
borhood. She varied the colors 
and sizes for visual interest, and 
then ensured that “the lights on 
the main house were shining just 
a bit brighter than the rest on the 
street, so the audience’s eye (and 

out in holiday colors, down to the 
green countertops and red cook-
ware in the kitchen. “i selected 
reds, golds and greens in the 
wallpapers and upholstery, to feel 
warm to the audience,” cauley 
says. Meanwhile, scenes taking 
place elsewhere adopted a cooler 
color palette. that way, the family 
reunion at the end in the home 
felt even warmer.

all of this is happening some-
what below the surface. “i pic-
tured a flip book, where the pages 
go by very quickly. the colors 
would need to be strong to be 
caught by the eye within all the 
moving frames,” she says. So cau-
ley would have small pops of 
bright color, like poinsettias. “i 

20th cEntury Fox/EvErEtt collEction

John Heard, Catherine O’Hara and others in a scene. Photos and other  details enhanced the space.
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PHoTos by columbia PicTurEs/EvErETT collEcTion

The Los Angeles home in “The Holiday” is meant to give a moment of awe.

there himself. The exterior need-
ed to give a moment of awe when 
the character first arrives.

Compared with the cottage, the 
interior had a more minimal pal-
ette, “which i love,” he says. “The 
thing that makes amanda’s 
house, i believe, young and mod-
ern and timeless is that it’s quite 
minimal.” indeed, the only thing 
he finds outdated when he re-
watches the movie is the slew of 
DvDs in the media room. “obvi-
ously, you know, you would scrap 
the DvDs now,” he says. “But that 
was the thing at the time.”

ultimately, it’s all about tying 
the home itself and the items 
within back to its inhabitants. 
“What makes them cozy is not the 
shopping list of specific pieces 
and fabrics and art and tchotch-
kes, you know, stuff,” Hutman 
says. “it is how those elements 
reflect the people who live there.”

Hutman knows that the homes 
have become a major feature of a 
Nancy meyers film but says that 
“the reason that people love and 
remember those houses is be-
cause of the stories that take place 
in them.”

 At Home newsletter: Go to the 

Home & Garden page to subscribe to 

our email newsletter, delivered every 

Thursday.

this place so that she doesn’t look 
like a little old lady?” Hutman 
says. it had to look like iris, the 
character who lives there, accu-
mulated all of these items over 
time, rather than purchasing 
them all at once. He wanted it to 
reverberate with a “various and 
eclectic warmth” and show the 
British affinity for patterns: 
“They have a real art with pattern 
on pattern on pattern on pattern.”

in one scene from the British 
plotline, the male love interest’s 
kids have a gorgeous tent in their 
bedroom. “That was all very spe-
cifically designed and detailed 
and researched,” Hutman says, 
and ultimately created with 
“these antique, like, tablecloths 
and curtains. and, you know, we 
get very, very specific, right? and i 
think it shows.”

Just as a cottage felt true to the 
British countryside, Hutman had 
to find the equivalent for Los 
angeles. at first, he went down 
the wormhole of the “streamlined 
colonial, paul Williams, classic 
Hollywood house,” he says. “and 
somehow it was hard to separate 
that from, let’s say, ‘The father of 
the Bride’ house.” He switched 
gears to a spanish-style home and 
landed on a san marino house 
designed by iconic L.a. architect 
Wallace Neff, who used to live 

Two characters switch houses in the movie, so the sets needed to 

feel lived-in by one character while being a retreat for another.

tiny. it was on a big, big estate, 
and it was four hours from Lon-
don. There’s no practical way you 
could bring a crew out there to 
shoot, so we built our own version 
of that cottage in surrey.”

What he sought to translate 
was that the cottage was a haven: 
two rooms upstairs and two 
rooms downstairs with a stair-
case in between, all nestled under 
a tree.

inside, Hutman decorated it 
shabby chic and infused it with a 
specific french blue shade. They 
had to get the balance right on the 
eclectic mix of patterns and fur-
nishings. “The idea was, how do 
you not just furnish but inhabit 

“What is this space that i’ve made 
for myself to inhabit? How does it 
reflect who i am? and how does it 
also reflect what i want, what i 
lack?” That’s especially important 
in “The Holiday,” when the homes 
in question have to be stifling for 
the person who lives there but 
thrilling to the person vacation-
ing there.

The home that seems to have 
stuck with people is the cottage in 
the english countryside. “You 
know, we actually built that cot-
tage,” Hutman says. Through a 
National Trust website, meyers 
had found a charming cottage in 
Herefordshire near Wales. “The 
cottage was so unbelievably teeny 

tracted to is how people actually 
live in those spaces.” When he’s 
scouting a location, he’s delighted 
if the owner didn’t have time to 
straighten up. That way, he can 
see how a living room looks when 
it’s in use.

Because meyers is a writer and 
director, “she has an idea of what 
these places should look and feel 
like,” he says. “What i do is i read 
the script and i say, ‘okay, what 
happens here?’” so Hutman sets 
about conveying those elements 
of character in the homes. He lets 
these questions from the charac-
ters’ perspective guide him: 

from previous page

Cameron Diaz in “The Holiday.” The cottage her character stays in was decorated to be shabby chic.
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so you can better contextualize all 
of the numbers coming your way. 
Then take some space if you need 
to, even if the salesperson is push-
ing you to sign on the dotted line.

Salespeople start with presen-
tations for a couple of reasons. It 
can help build trust, first and 
foremost. But it’s also about ex-
plaining why a person should 
drop many thousands of dollars 
on an oft-unsexy home project.

“What they’re doing is trying to 
unpack in a vivid way the finan-
cial value of a pretty boring com-
moditized package,” says Hal Her-
shfield, a professor of marketing 
and behavioral decision-making 
and psychology at UCLA. You 
might, for instance, be willing to 
pay more for flooring installation 
in the moment if it’s billed as 
being longer lasting than a less-
expensive alternative. Or a sales-
person may claim the product or 
service will boost your home’s 
value. Research can help you eval-
uate whether these claims are 
realistic and in line with the 
broader market.

But the much bigger goal of 
these pitches is to create urgency 
by offering a discount for acting 
on the spot. Often, this involves a 
dramatic flair. Salespeople will go 
to their cars or say they’re calling 
their boss, and come back with an 
(insert shocked expression here) 
even better deal. But of course, 

there’s a catch: That bargain 
could disappear if you don’t sign 
that day.

“Consumers respond emotion-
ally to a sense that things are 
urgent,” says Margaret Campbell, 
professor of marketing at the Uni-
versity of California at Riverside. 
“It raises up your FOMO and your 
fight or flight motivation and de-
creases thoughtful consideration 
because of this need to decide 
quickly.”

Urgency is one of the classic 
techniques outlined in American 
psychologist Robert Cialdini’s 
quintessential “Influence: The 
Psychology of Persuasion.” And its 
use is not limited to home ser-
vices. Consider Black Friday or, 
really, any sale.

The thinking “is that I immedi-
ately start anticipating the regret 
I’ll feel if I don’t take the deal,” 
Hershfield says. “And rather than 
focus on whether or not this prod-
uct is actually good for me, now 
my attention is oriented toward 
not wanting to miss out on some 
deal.” Basically, it creates a kind of 
tunnel vision where the consum-
er becomes concerned about “the 
potential loss I’ll sustain in the 
future if I don’t take the deal now,” 
he adds. “And so it’s like I almost 
completely abandon a more ra-
tional cost-benefit analysis ap-
proach.”

Hershfield experienced this 

personally when he called a com-
pany to provide an estimate for 
resurfacing the bathtub in his 
home. The man offered to knock 
thousands of dollars off the price 
to do the work that day, because 
he was already there with all of 
the tools. If he had to leave and 
then return, the price would rise 
again.

“I was like, ‘I don’t know. I feel 
like we should do it,’” Hershfield 
says. “And my wife was like, ‘Let’s 
pump the brakes for a second. 
Like, did you want this earlier 
today?’” She asked him what else 
they could spend that money on, 
and they decided to pass. “We 
didn’t take the deal, and I’m so 
glad because, like, we ended up 
knocking the house down like 
three years later,” he says.

What Hershfield’s wife did in 
that moment is exactly what con-
sumers ought to do: Take a mo-
ment to reorient yourself. Ask for 
some space and talk to your part-
ner or call a friend to get a differ-
ent perspective. “And if the sales-
person still is pressing you, you 
might ask yourself how trustwor-
thy they actually are,” he says.

It’s also possible that this high-
pressure technique will sour a 
consumer on the whole interac-
tion. “Consumers might see 
through that, and it can backfire 
and lead to distrust of the sales-
person,” Hershfield says.

So what should I have done 
with the roofing salesperson 
crowing about the incredible 
price he could offer me for one 
night only?

“The most savvy way to handle 
it, is to say, ‘Well, you know, I can’t 
make a decision of this impor-
tance this quickly. So, you know, if 
I can still get that offer tomorrow, 
I’ll let you know,’” Campbell says. 
Give yourself the time to reflect 
and, ideally, to collect other esti-
mates.

And if they warn you that you’ll 
lose out on the great deal by 
waiting a beat, “you say, ‘Okay, 
then I’m going to take that risk,’” 
Campbell says. “We have enough 
competition in the U.S. market 
that it’s very unlikely that they’re 
really getting a deal that nobody 
else is going to be able to offer you 
and that they won’t honor later.”

Even if there is a possibility 
that the low price is a one-time 
arrangement, “another way to 
look at this is, like, what is it 
worth to you to have the extra 
time to know that you made the 
right decision?” Hershfield says. 
“Is there a world in which it’s 
$300 more next week? And they 
really don’t come down on that? 
Well, if they really don’t come 
down on that, then what you pay 
those $300 for is your own ability 
to say ‘I made a well-informed, 
thoughtful decision.’”

BY RACHEL KURZIUS

“Getting an estimate” is one of 
those phrases that new home-
owners quickly become familiar 
with, alongside the related ques-
tions: “Does insurance cover 
this?” and “Will that leak go away 
if I ignore it?” But the process of 
actually getting an estimate can 
be far more involved than receiv-
ing a straightforward figure.

My own estimate for a new roof 
earlier this fall became an hours-
long proceeding in my living 
room, complete with slideshows, 
a dizzying array of prices (all with 
caveats about differing guaran-
tees), and the salesperson’s mid-
pitch exit to his car, he said, to 
confer with his boss.

He returned with some break-
ing news: Forget that lowest pos-
sible number he had given us, 
because his boss just told him he 
could go even lower! But only if 
we signed the paperwork on the 
spot. Did we dare forgo such a 
seemingly good price? Or would 
we be fools not to get more esti-
mates? And, if we did get more 
estimates, did that mean we faced 
more of these dog and pony 
shows?

For many purchases, the hand-
shake deals of the past have been 
replaced with the swipe and click 
of a website. Buying a car, for 
instance, is often not the same 
rigmarole that it once was, thanks 
to more transparent pricing in-
formation and online shopping. 
But the cost of home goods and 
services still varies quite a bit 
depending on the house, its loca-
tion and the timing. (For example, 
after a hurricane, you’ll probably 
find higher demand for many 
home repairs.) That’s why roof-
ers; window, door and floor in-
stallers; general contractors; and 
more still rely on old-school, in-
home sales tactics, often with a 
healthy dose of pressure.

“They want to be in your house 
talking to you,” says Wayne John-
son, a lecturer at George Wash-
ington University who focuses on 
sales and marketing. They’ll often 
show you a slideshow and charts 
or find another way to introduce 
you to their company, as well as 
throw around a bunch of different 
prices — including a significantly 
lower one if you ink the contract 
that day. “There always seems to 
be a sense of urgency, right? The 
‘act now’-type approach.”

There’s a reason for this tenaci-
ty: The approach has a high suc-
cess rate. But for consumers 
caught up in a roller coaster of 
prices and materials, the experi-
ence is anything but fun. Psychol-
ogists have suggestions for ways 
to get off the ride before catching 
buyer’s remorse. Their main ad-
vice is to do research in advance, 

Need a home repair estimate? Brace for old-school sales tactics.

illusTraTion By Bea CresPo for The WashingTon PosT
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866-313-9746
homegeniusexteriors.com

Call Today For Your
FREE, no obligation Roof and Attic Inspection.

*Supported by customer ratings from Google®, HomeAdvisor®, Angi®, and internal metrics. 

**All financial opportunities are subject to credit approval; see the website for full details. ( https://homegeniusexteriors.com/terms-conditions/ )

DC #420219000039   DE #2021706590   MD #5856111   VA #2705064026

Building trust, one roof at a time.

Dedicated Project Team 
Each customer is assigned 
a unique team of professionals 
led by a single project manager, 
guiding you from start to finish.

Financing Crafted
Just For You
Customized financing
solutions are available 
to fit all your needs.**

Premium Materials,
Certified Professionals
Best-in-class materials and 
fully licensed & insured 
installers enhance the look 
and value of your home.

Peace Of Mind 
Highest level Owens Corning®

platinum warranty–50 years
on materials, 25 years on
workmanship.

Call Today For Your
FREE, No Obligation Roof & Attic Inspection

A Different Experience

Roofing • Windows • Doors • Siding • Insulation • Gutters

WASHINGTON’s  fastest growing and most respected home improvement company *

AND0
%
APR

& NO PAYMENTS UNTIL 2026**

50
%
OFF!

MATERIALS

LIMITED 
TIME OFFER

Expires August 31, 2024

homegeniusexteriors.com/living
866-498-0252

December 31, 2024
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*Offer valid on 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special orders. Buy 1 qualifying window covering and receive the 2nd qualifying window covering of equal or 

lesser value at 50% off! Offer excludes installation, sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid on previous purchases or with any other offer or discount. Offer Code BGXB. Expires 1/1/25. 
State Contractor and Home Improvement Licenses: Arizona 321056. California 1005986. Connecticut HIC.0644950. New Jersey 13VH09390200. Oregon 209181. Pennsylvania PA107656. 

Tennessee 10020. Washington 3DAYBDB842KS. County Licenses: Nassau County, NY H0107310100. Rockland County, NY H-12401-34-00-00. Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC: 

Virginia 2705172678. West Virginia WV061238. Various City Licenses Available Upon Request. © 2024 3 Day Blinds LLC.

In-Home Design Consultation

FREEPLU
S

on Custom Blinds, 
Shades & Drapery

BUY 1, GET 1

50%
OFF!

*

We Design, We Measure, We Install, You Relax®

BLINDS • SHADES
SHUTTERS • DRAPERY

HIGH QUALITY CUSTOM

Professional InstallationExpert Design Consultants Unrivaled Quality & Selection

Personalized advice from one of 

our locally based experts will be 

specific to your project’s needs.

Find the perfect fit for your 

home from our thousands of 

styles and configurations.

Installation is stress free! 

Our skilled professionals 

will be there for you.

1-855-298-1369
www.3DayOffer11.comor visit

Call To Schedule
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garage site. In late 2020, they 
began design work to replace the 
garage with a carriage house that 
includes a one-car garage.

At the time, the city was en-
couraging the construction of ac-
cessory dwellings. “It made it a 
no-brainer to actually capture 
that space and fully develop it,” 
Demian said.

The tricky — and exciting — 
part of the project was creating a 
residence that complemented 
rather than clashed with the 
neighborhood’s historical archi-
tecture. The “completely compat-
ible, but completely modern” re-
sult — with its charred wood (to 
strengthen and preserve the sur-
face) and rusting Corten steel (to 
give it a protective and aestheti-

SEE hOmE oN 11

BY SOPHIA SOLANO

This 1905 end-unit rowhouse, 
with its red brick facade and bay 
windows, resembles many of its 
neighbors on D.C.’s Capitol Hill. 
But a peep into the alley at 135 
13th St. NE reveals something 
unusual about the property: a 
modern companion residence, a 
carriage house that was complet-
ed last year and has an exterior of 
charred wood and weathered 
steel.

The carriage house was a pan-
demic project for Ziad Demian, 
an architect, and his wife, Merrill 
St. Leger, an urban planner. They 
bought the property in 2001 and 
eventually decided that the ample 
lot and their creative visions 
pointed to a new use for the 

Real estate

house oF the week

1905 D.C. rowhouse has a modern companion

PHOTOS By TRuPlACE/COlDWEll BANkER REAlTy

$3,300,000
135 13th St. NE, Washington, D.C.

Bedrooms/bathrooms: 6/7

Approximate square footage: 

4,520 total

Lot size: 2,905 square feet

Features: This Capitol Hill property 

includes two houses. A red brick 

rowhouse was built in 1905, and 

there have been extensive 

renovations. A carriage house, 

completed last year, has floor-to-

ceiling windows, a charred wood 

and weathered Corten steel 

exterior and a balcony. The 

carriage house has a one-car 

garage.

Listing agent: George Olson, 

Coldwell Banker Realty

TOP: The main house was renovated extensively over the 23 years it 

has been in the hands of the current owners. 

ABOVE: The main living area in the carriage house, which opens to 

a patio, gets plenty of sunlight from floor-to-ceiling windows.
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added a patio, and St. Leger built 
raised beds and elevated planters 
for fruits and vegetables.

The property is half a block 
from Lincoln Park and within 
walking distance to Eastern mar-
ket and Barracks row.

their two young children ben-
efited most from having an open 
yard. Later, the couple built a 
deck off the main house and 
planted magnolia, redbud and 
maple trees.

The carriage house project 

and the lower level has a family 
room and a guest suite with a full 
bathroom.

The garden that connects the 
two houses “evolved over time,” 
St. Leger said. When Demian and 
St. Leger bought the property, 

The main level of the 3,100-
square-foot house has built-in 
floor-to-ceiling bookshelves, ma-
ple flooring and a living/dining 
area brightened by large windows 
along the alley. The level above 
the main level has four bedrooms, 

cally pleasing reddish patina)— 
has been recognized by the Amer-
ican Institute of Architects’ D.C. 
chapter for its integration into a 
historic district.

“We wanted it to be a demon-
strable project that actually 
showed that you can do some-
thing really great, and exciting 
and architecturally compelling 
using modern materials in differ-
ent ways,” Demian said.

The nearly 1,500-square-foot 
carriage house has floor-to-ceil-
ing windows, two bedrooms, 
main-level living space and a 
kitchen. It also has two full bath-
rooms, a powder room, a den or 
office, a second-floor balcony and 
space to add an elevator.

The carriage house is currently 
rented, but Demian said the new 
owners could use it for family or 
guests.

Enhanced insulation, mois-
ture-resistant building materials 
and a rainwater collection system 
that feeds into the garden make it 
“maintenance-free” he said. Solar 
panels on the main house have 
reduced electricity costs.

“We wanted to have all the 
amenities that you expect, and 
the benefit of sustainable solu-
tions and resilient solutions that 
we as architects and urban plan-
ners think about,” Demian said.

He and St. Leger, just the third 
owners of the property, renovated 
nearly every room in the main 
house, which was a rooming 
house when they bought it. The 
property is on the market now for 
$3.3 million.

over the past 23 years, they 
installed new floors, windows 
and bathrooms. They remodeled 
the kitchen and finished the base-
ment. They also removed walls on 
the main level so “when you enter, 
you appreciate the size of the 
house,” Demian said.

home from 10

Real Estate

tRuPlaCe/Coldwell BankeR Realty

The carriage house is nearly 

1,500 square feet.

SCHEDULE TODAY!

ScheduleFRED.com

A DIVISION OF    VA #2701039723  |  MD MHIC #1176  |  DC #2242

VA 703.691.5500
MD 301.388.5959
DC 202.770.3131

Free advice. A detailed scope of work with a fixed price. Passionate 

and background checked team members. All backed by a 5-year 

workmanship warranty. Offering peace of mind since 1961.

Your Kitchen,
just the way you like it.
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Real estate

BY AMY WORDEN

After Joan Pinsky’s husband 
died in the spring of 2023, she 
was prepared to wait the custom-
ary year before making any big 
life changes. But a billboard on 
Route 50, near her home in 
Annapolis, Maryland, caught her 
eye.

Pinsky stopped by the con-
struction site for the element at 
Mill Creek, a 140-unit condomin-
ium development for active 
adults 55 and older, about 51/2 
miles from downtown Annapo-
lis.

she checked out the floor 
plans and bought a two-bedroom 
condo in May 2023. she moved in 
a year later.

“The most important thing 
was to stay close to my daughter 
[in Annapolis] and her family,” 
Pinsky said. “The location was 
what drew me to it.”

And she wound up with an 
see Buying nEw on 13

BuyiNg New

Condos made for active seniors near Annapolis

PhOTOS By BENjAMiN C TANkERSlEy FOR ThE WAShiNgTON POST

Element at Mill Creek

54 Old Mill Bottom Rd. N, 

Annapolis, Md. 21409

Builder: Christopher Cos.

Developer: Elm Street 

Development

Type of home: Condominium

Prices: $472,000 to $722,000, 

with some conditional closing cost 

credits.

Bedrooms: 1 to 3

Bathrooms: 2 to 3

Square footage: 1,076 to 1,853

Storage: Units start at $5,000

View model: 

elementatmillcreek.com

ABOVE: The living area in the 

staged two-bedroom unit 212 in 

the Commodore building. 

LEFT: The pool table in the 

Commodore lounge.
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goal was to create an active-life-
style community for seniors, 
something that did not exist in 
Annapolis, said Scott Sealy, sales 
manager for the Element.

“The market is starved for 
high-quality active-adult com-
munities,” Sealy said.

Giving a visitor a tour of her 
condo, with its view of preserved 
woodland, Pinsky said she’s land-
ed her dream retirement home.

“I am a happy camper,” she 
said. “I wake up every morning, 
and I have a smile on my face.”

nearby shops, restaurants: 
Two supermarkets, Green Valley 
marketplace and Graul’s, are 
within a five-minute drive, as is 
the Bay Hills Shopping Center, 
with a Walgreens, a coffee shop, a 
hair salon, a nail salon and 
several restaurants.

There is waterside dining 
nearby at The Point and Cantlers 
riverside. The popular red Hot 
& Blue barbecue restaurant is 
across route 50. Downtown An-
napolis, with its historic neigh-
borhoods, boutiques and restau-
rants, is less than a 15-minute 
drive.

Parks and recreation: The 
development is expected to have 
a walking trail through a pre-
served forested area in the 
spring. Broadneck Park, less 
than three miles away, has a 
playground, a picnic area, a 1.4 
mile walking trail, sports fields 
and a dog park. The nearly 
800-acre Sandy Point State Park, 
at the foot of the Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge, is five miles away. Sandy 
Point has a mile-long swimming 
beach, boat launching facilities, 
fishing and picnic areas.

Schools: Windsor farm El-
ementary, Severn river middle, 
Broadneck High.

Transit: The development has 
easy access to route 50. The 
Severna Park Park & ride, with 
commuter bus service to Wash-
ington, is five miles away.

number of units: 140 units in 
three buildings when complete. 
The Commodore building has 10 
units available. The 44-unit Ban-
yan is expected to be completed 
in the spring, and more than half 
its units were available in early 
December.

Fees: $210 to $342 a month. 
Capital contribution is a one-
time fee at settlement and ranges 
from $420 to $684.

Parking: most units have a 
reserved garage space, but some 
have a reserved outdoor space. 
Additional outdoor spaces are 
available for purchase. Installa-
tion of private EV chargers is 
available for an additional cost.

Pet policy: No more than two 
pets per unit. No size or weight 
limits on dogs but no nuisance or 
dangerous pets are allowed. A 
dog park is being built as part of 
the development’s second phase, 
to be completed in the spring.

modore have been sold. The 
1,729- to 1,853-square-foot three-
bedroom units have either two 
full bathrooms and a powder 
room or three full bathrooms.

most units have nine-foot ceil-
ings (top-floor units have 10-
foot-ceilings with “tray” ceilings 
in some rooms), flex space that 
can be used as a sitting room, an 
extra closet, an office or, as one 
resident put it, a “cloffice” — or a 
closet and an office. The closets 
in some floor plans include a 
side-by-side double walk-in mod-
el.

Each unit has a balcony, a 
stacked full-size washer-and-
dryer set and top-of-the-line fix-
tures. The primary bedroom 
suites have en suite bathrooms 
and walk-in closets. Storage 
units, at additional cost, are 
provided on the garage level.

When the developer, Elm 
Street, acquired the property 
about five years ago, there were 
two old motels on the site. The 

unexpected benefit, a warm and 
friendly group of fellow newcom-
ers.

Pinsky, 79, an epidemiologist 
retired from the National Insti-
tutes of Health, and four other 
buyers — three single women 
and a man — gathered in an 
Element model unit in october 
to talk about their new homes 
and their camaraderie.

“I’ve made friendships,” Pin-
sky said. “We do things together, 
and we help each other out.”

The group, all residents of the 
Element’s first building, epito-
mized the description “active 
seniors.” They were an energetic 
quintet in running shoes, 
pleased that they had downsized 
from single-family houses to con-
dos right off route 50 in Anne 
Arundel County, with easy access 
to Baltimore, Washington and 
maryland’s Eastern Shore, as 
well as Annapolis.

one of the group, Sheryl 
Gelman, moved to the Element 
from Tysons Corner in fairfax 
County to be closer to her daugh-
ter and her daughter’s family.

“The building is amazing, all 
the amenities,” she said. “I’m 
having fun with all the people.”

Ample wall space has allowed 
her to create a gallery for her 
extensive art collection. “It’s 
open and airy,” she said.

Gelman decided to take ad-
vantage of the newfound cama-
raderie and launched a Thirsty 
Thursdays happy hour in the 
lobby lounge in the group’s 
building. Another resident, Pat 
Turner, started a walking club.

Pinksy and other owners said 
they are looking forward to the 
2025 opening of the second 
phase of the complex, where 
more amenities will be located. 
Eventually the complex will in-
clude a dog park, a party room, a 
fitness center, a pool table and a 
multisport simulator.

Also planned are a walking 
path through the nine-acre prop-
erty and a pickleball court de-
signed to minimize noise.

The Element’s three buildings 
have four levels, all above-
ground, with a garage on the first 
level. The 48-unit Commodore is 
complete, with most units sold. 
The 44-unit Banyan, in the sec-
ond phase, is expected to be done 
in the spring; more than half of 
its units were still available in 
early December. The 48-unit Ad-
miral is expected to open in 
2026.

There are nine unit floor 
plans, most with two bedrooms, 
two full bathrooms and 1,210 to 
1,723 square feet of living space. 
Some two-bedroom units have 
dens. one-bedroom units, with 
about 1,076 square feet, have two 
full bathrooms and a den. All 
one-bedroom units in the Com-

buying new from 12

Real Estate

PhoTos By Benjamin C Tankersley for The WashingTon PosT

FROM TOP: A 

multisport simulator is 

one of the amenities in 

the community. The 

kitchen in unit 212. A 

bedroom looking out at 

the balcony at unit 207.
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Family

BY MEGHAN LEAHY

Dear Meghan: How do I deal with 

my two kids’ insistence that 

everything is perfectly equal 

between them? I have two girls, 

ages 3 and almost 6. For such a long 

time, my husband and I gave them 

“the same” thing, age permitting. I 

would set out the same plate of 

food, sometimes they were gifted 

the same toys and they each were 

read the same book. At the time, the 

younger one was very easygoing 

and in awe of her big sister, so it 

was easy and straightforward.

Now each kid has their own 

interests, food preferences, 

different things they want to play 

with, length of books they want to 

read and even clothing style 

differences. This is all great! But 

despite actually wanting different 

things, they insist on equality and 

go to great lengths to claim they got 

the “better” thing anytime it’s 

different.

This turns into a million fights a 

day and exasperation for us 

parents. Just this morning, one girl 

woke up first and wanted a bagel 

for breakfast. Then the other woke 

up and before seeing anything 

asked for cereal. Then they both are 

at the table and arguing over who 

won breakfast. I'm guessing this is 

something that comes along with 

sibling territory, but we are at the 

end of our rope.

— Tired

Tired: Thank you for your note; you are 
not alone in struggling with making 
things equal for your children and the 
good news is you can stop doing this right 
now. As in: immediately. As in: yesterday. 
The sooner you stop creating or abetting 
any “perceived” equality between your 
children, the sooner the family can find 
some harmony.

When children are really little, doing 
everything “the same” for them makes 
sense. Why wouldn’t you want to 
streamline your routine and processes? 
Very young children take all of their cues 
from their parents, so if Daddy likes to 
read the same book every night, that is 

what the children want to do! The same 
with food, clothing, bedtime, you name it. 
It is a beautiful and simple time.

But as children begin to grow — 
beginning as early as age 2 or 3 — they 
rapidly differentiate from their parents. 
The only other time your child will seek to 
be like someone else is when puberty hits, 
and they want to be like their peers and 
friends. Otherwise, it is all aboard the 
independence train from here on out! And 
believe me, there isn’t a pediatrician or 
child psychologist who believes it’s 
healthy for siblings (three years apart, no 
less) to be on the same page with 
everything. And so, while your children 
are equal in receiving your love, human 
needs are never equally met. We want to 
welcome them to this reality sooner rather 
than later.

Your girls will continue to grow and 
change, so the real work here is one of 
leadership. Don’t worry, I am not going to 
pile on and tell you that you are doing a 
bad job; you aren’t. Instead, I want to 
empower you to find your boundaries and 
stick to them in a firm but flexible way.

To begin, both parents need to sit 

together and make a list of the hot-button 
items in the family. Choose one of the 
problems, like breakfast choices, and talk 
it out. What is easiest for both of you (not 
the children) every morning? This isn’t 
prison; you can consider their 
preferences, dietary needs, etc., but the 
point is that we aren’t going to wait for 
immature people to make better 
decisions. That first move is up to you. You 
can create a breakfast schedule with them 
or they can each choose from two options 
every morning, but the important thing 
here is that the adults are running the 
show, not the children.

When the children get upset about 
bagels or cereal or whatever other 
perceived inequality, you simply have to 
wait it out. They aren’t going to starve and 
the tantrum will eventually pass. The 
surest way to make all of this worse is to 
wait for them to agree, to be mature and to 
be “happy.” Don’t lecture, don’t problem-
solve and don’t punish; simply hold the 
boundary and keep the morning moving. 
It will be pure misery for a couple of days, 
and then I am hoping it will improve.

Another way to improve these 

disagreements is to empower the children 
to do the work themselves. Teaching them 
how to pour cereal, clean up and work 
together (even a little bit) will move them 
from adversaries to co-conspirators. And 
while yes, they will still always argue and 
tussle, there is no reason to assume that 
they cannot work together. All around the 
world and in many cultures, very young 
children are expected to work with each 
other and for the family. This sense of 
purpose and significance is one of the 
most important skills you can help your 
children develop.

“Hunt, Gather, Parent” by Michaeleen 
Doucleff is an inspirational read for what 
children and families are capable of, and it 
will remind you that your children are 
good and capable of more than you think. 
I know it is an intense time, but step into 
your leadership, give them true choices 
(and allow them to accept the 
consequences of those choices) and teach 
them how to contribute for the good of the 
family. It can be done! Good luck.

 Send parenting questions to leahy at 
onparenting@washpost.com.

On Parenting

  My daughters turn everything into a competition, even breakfast

illuSTrATion By MAríA AlconAdA BrookS/The WAShingTon PoST; iSTock
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Family

BY ANNIE MIDORI ATHERTON

oh, to be a parent in the 1980s, 
when you could blissfully pick up 
fast food for the family without a 
thought of the ills of ultra-pro-
cessed foods. Today, getting din-
ner on the table can feel far more 
fraught. It’s never been easier to 
access a variety of foods — or 
harder to sift through all the 
conflicting information about 
what’s healthy (and what’s pre-
tending to be). Meanwhile, kids 
are as picky and opinionated as 
ever.

Complicating matters is the 
lack of clear consensus about 
what level of processing makes 
something “ultra-processed” or 
harmful. “If it’s confusing to 
scientists, imagine for consum-
ers,” says Marina Chaparro, a 
registered dietitian and the 
founder of nutrichicos, a bilin-
gual pediatric and family nutri-
tion practice. Popular maxims 
like “no ingredients you can’t 
pronounce” can be a bit oversim-
plified, Chaparro says — after all, 
even vitamins used to fortify 
foods have technical names.

shifting away from viewing 
foods as “good” or “bad” is one 

simple place to start. “often we 
have this mentality of limit or 
avoid,” Chaparro says. “And in-
stead, I’m like, how can we add 
some more stuff?” Focus on add-
ing ingredients that will make 
your child’s meal nutritionally 
denser rather than fighting with 
them to eat something else en-
tirely. It’s also about the child’s 
overall diet. In other words, we 
don’t need to demonize particu-
lar foods if we’re thinking of the 
big picture.

Below are tips from nutrition-
ists on ways to make popular 
dishes healthier for kids.

Mac and cheese

Parents watching their own 
carbs and fats might cringe at 
their kid’s love of mac and 
cheese, but nutritionists say this 
classic comfort food can be part 
of a healthy diet. A bevy of brands 
now offer options that are higher 
in protein and fiber than tradi-
tional kinds. Banza’s chickpea 
pasta has 16 grams of protein per 
serving (compared with 10 grams 
in Kraft Mac & Cheese), and 
Goodles, which is similarly high 
in protein and fiber, contains 
vitamins from plants. If you’re 

making mac and cheese from 
scratch, look for pasta that incor-
porates chickpea or pea protein, 
such as Barilla’s Protein+® Pasta.

That said, these options have 
subtle taste differences that 
won’t suit every kid, and Chapar-
ro doesn’t tell people to ban the 
classic box brands if that’s what 
works for them. Instead, focus on 
what you can add, such as frozen 
peas, broccoli, carrots or even 
ground flaxseeds. Cooking the 
dish with whole milk or a little 
olive oil can also help add in 
healthy fats. Canned pumpkin 
puree is another easy, healthy 
addition, says Kacie Barnes, a 
registered dietitian and founder 
of the blog Mama Knows nutri-
tion. she adds a few tablespoons 
to her recipe for homemade mac 
and cheese and uses more in a 
recipe for pumpkin pasta de-
signed for picky toddlers. she 
also suggests using bone broth in 
cooking the pasta to add protein.

And while not traditional, 
kimchi, a popular Korean condi-
ment that’s made from ferment-
ed cabbage and acts as a natural 
probiotic, is an increasingly pop-
ular topping for mac and cheese. 
(It can be an acquired taste, but I 

can attest that my 3-year-old 
enjoys a small amount).

Breakfast and snack bars

A go-to item for many busy 
parents is a packaged breakfast 
or snack bar, which can be loaded 
with sugar. For example, nature’s 
Bakery strawberry fig bar has 14 
grams of added sugar — more 
than half the daily limit recom-
mended for kids over 2, accord-
ing to the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. (For kids under 2, the 
organization recommends avoid-
ing added sugars altogether.)

That doesn’t mean bars can’t 
be enjoyed as part of a balanced 
diet — as long as people under-
stand how similar they are to a 
cookie. That could mean making 
sure a kid doesn’t get too many of 
them, or not offering a bar and a 
dessert afterward. Always read 
the nutrition labels before buy-
ing, and look for varieties with 
low or no added sugars. Having 
protein or fiber is a plus as well. 
once Upon a Farm refrigerated 
oat bars, for instance, have no 
added sugar. If you’re feeling 
ambitious, you could also make 
your own no-sugar-added bars. 
Barnes has a recipe for baked 

oatmeal bars that uses pumpkin 
spice for flavor, along with a 
whole crushed banana.

dry cereal

As with mac and cheese, the 
key with dry cereal is looking at 
the nutrition label on the box and 
adding other ingredients in the 
bowl (or on the side) that are 
high in vitamins, protein and 
fiber. “If you’re avoiding the su-
per-sugary options, it can be 
nutritious,” Barnes says. “A lot of 
them are fortified, and that can 
be a really helpful thing in their 
overall nutrition, but there are 
also some good whole-grain op-
tions that are lower in sugar.”

Barnes is a fan of plain, old-
fashioned Cheerios — something 
she says she gets pushback for 
online because parents are so 
afraid of serving their kids ultra-
processed foods and additives. 
“What people don’t realize is that 
a bowl of original Cheerios is not 
as different from a bowl of oat-
meal as they might think,” 
Barnes says. “The primary ingre-
dient … is whole-grain oats.”

While there are a few additives 
(including vitamins and miner-
als) and tripotassium phosphate 
(for texture), “the presence of 
these additives is not concerning 
from a health and nutrition per-
spective, but a lot of people worry 
when they don’t know what 
something is or why it’s in their 
food,” Barnes says.

she also likes Three Wishes 
cereals. The unsweetened one, 
made with chickpeas, pea pro-
tein and tapioca, is grain-free 
and zero-sugar and has 8 grams 
of protein per serving. even if 
your kid refuses to eat a plainer 
variety of cereal, there are ways 
to minimize the sugar. Chaparro 
recommends mixing a favorite 
cereal with one that is lower in 
sugar and higher in fiber. For 
example, blend Wheat Chex and 
Chocolate Chex, or plain Cheeri-
os with Honey nut Cheerios.

Top the bowl with nuts, fruit or 
seeds to round out the meal. 
Berries are a classic topping for 
cereal, and frozen ones are fine — 
just zap them a few at a time in 
the microwave. Chaparro likes to 
add walnuts and ground flax-
seeds. “Incorporating that addi-
tion is just part of my everyday 
life.”

Chicken nuggets

Chicken nuggets are such a 
common favorite for kids that 
you’d be forgiven for wanting to 
pop some in the oven nightly. But 
frozen nuggets can be high in 
sodium and saturated and trans 
fat. Applegate organics and 
earth’s Best are two brands 
Barnes recommends checking 
out. Making chicken tenders 
from scratch and baking them or 
using an air fryer can allow you 
to control the fat and salt content 
(and neither method is much 
more laborious than assembling 
frozen ones). Barnes’s recipe for 
chicken tenders incorporates 
both breadcrumbs and crushed 
Fiber one cereal.

For kids who can’t get enough 
bite-size chicken, Asian season-
ings add flavor without drown-
ing the meat in fat. I find that 
simply splashing a little soy 
sauce on my kid’s pieces of chick-
en breast makes her far more 
inclined to eat it than if it’s 
served plain.

Ice cream

TikTok is awash with ice 
cream alternatives that call for 
freezing Greek yogurt with vari-
ous yummy ingredients. one of 
the desserts Barnes makes most 
often for her kids is frozen ba-
nana bites. simply break a ba-
nana into pieces, add Greek yo-
gurt (plain or vanilla), drizzle in 
some honey, and blend the whole 
thing up. Freeze it, and later cut 
it into little pieces. “My kids 
really like that,” Barnes says. The 
riper and browner the banana, 
the sweeter it will be. nutrition-
ist Alissa steinberg makes Frozen 
Reese’s Bars by mixing peanut 
butter and Greek yogurt, drop-
ping dollops on a sheet pan, 
freezing them and then dipping 
them in melted chocolate. other 
ice cream alternatives incorpo-
rate avocado. The beauty of 
healthier ice cream recipes is 
that they are very forgiving and 
customizable.

And there are plenty of ways to 
make traditional ice cream more 
nutritious, too. Try fruits such as 
berries, mango, kiwi and melon, 
then add some crunch with pea-
nuts, almonds or pistachios, all 
of which contain vitamins, fiber 
and healthy fats. By loading up 
the bowl with whole foods, you 
can sneakily reduce the amount 
of ice cream (and, thus, the 
added sugar) while still serving 
up a delicious, filling treat.

see food on 

Want your kid to eat healthier? Think addition, not subtraction.
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os with Honey Nut Cheerios.
Top the bowl with nuts, fruit or 

seeds to round out the meal. 
Berries are a classic topping for 
cereal, and frozen ones are fine — 
just zap them a few at a time in 
the microwave. Chaparro likes to 
add walnuts and ground flax-
seeds. “Incorporating that addi-
tion is just part of my everyday 
life.”

Chicken nuggets

Chicken nuggets are such a 
common favorite for kids that 
you’d be forgiven for wanting to 
pop some in the oven nightly. But 
frozen nuggets can be high in 
sodium and saturated and trans 
fat. Applegate organics and 
Earth’s Best are two brands 
Barnes recommends checking 
out. making chicken tenders 
from scratch and baking them or 
using an air fryer can allow you 
to control the fat and salt content 
(and neither method is much 
more laborious than assembling 
frozen ones). Barnes’s recipe for 
chicken tenders incorporates 
both breadcrumbs and crushed 
fiber one cereal.

for kids who can’t get enough 
bite-size chicken, Asian season-
ings add flavor without drown-
ing the meat in fat. I find that 
simply splashing a little soy 
sauce on my kid’s pieces of chick-
en breast makes her far more 
inclined to eat it than if it’s 
served plain.

Ice cream

TikTok is awash with ice 
cream alternatives that call for 
freezing Greek yogurt with vari-
ous yummy ingredients. one of 
the desserts Barnes makes most 
often for her kids is frozen ba-
nana bites. Simply break a ba-
nana into pieces, add Greek yo-
gurt (plain or vanilla), drizzle in 
some honey, and blend the whole 
thing up. freeze it, and later cut 
it into little pieces. “my kids 
really like that,” Barnes says. The 
riper and browner the banana, 
the sweeter it will be. Nutrition-
ist Alissa Steinberg makes frozen 
reese’s Bars by mixing peanut 
butter and Greek yogurt, drop-
ping dollops on a sheet pan, 
freezing them and then dipping 
them in melted chocolate. other 
ice cream alternatives incorpo-
rate avocado. The beauty of 
healthier ice cream recipes is 
that they are very forgiving and 
customizable.

And there are plenty of ways to 
make traditional ice cream more 
nutritious, too. Try fruits such as 
berries, mango, kiwi and melon, 
then add some crunch with pea-
nuts, almonds or pistachios, all 
of which contain vitamins, fiber 
and healthy fats. By loading up 
the bowl with whole foods, you 
can sneakily reduce the amount 
of ice cream (and, thus, the 
added sugar) while still serving 
up a delicious, filling treat.

your kid refuses to eat a plainer 
variety of cereal, there are ways 
to minimize the sugar. Chaparro 
recommends mixing a favorite 
cereal with one that is lower in 
sugar and higher in fiber. for 
example, blend Wheat Chex and 
Chocolate Chex, or plain Cheeri-

something is or why it’s in their 
food,” Barnes says.

She also likes Three Wishes 
cereals. The unsweetened one, 
made with chickpeas, pea pro-
tein and tapioca, is grain-free 
and zero-sugar and has 8 grams 
of protein per serving. Even if 
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from a health and nutrition per-
spective, but a lot of people worry 
when they don’t know what 
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