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NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The city record-
ed its coldest December

day in the last three years
on Thursday as the mini-

mum temperature dropped
to 4.5°C. The forecast pre-
dicts cold wave conditions

to persist at isolated
places until the weekend.

The city recorded a low of
4.5°C on Thursday, 0.4°C
below normal, compared
to 4.9 °C on Wednesday,
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.

The temperature had
dropped sharply from 5°C
on Wednesday. According
to data, the minimum tem-

perature did not drop
below 4.9°C in December

2023 and 2022.
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  22

President Droupadi Murmu
confers the honorary rank of
General of the Indian Army to
Nepal’s Chief of Army Staff
Suprabal Janasewashree
General Ashok Raj Sigdel at
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New
Delhi on Thursday. — PTI

Krodhi: Dakshinayana
Tithi: Margasira Shukla

Trayodasi till 7.40 pm  
Star: Bharani till 7.49 am

Varjyam: 6.48 pm to 8.16 pm
Durmuhurtham: 8.53 am to

9.36 am; 12.32 pm to 1.16 pm
Rahukalam: 10.30 am to 12 pm

SUNSET TODAY 5.26 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 7.06 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 6.27 PM

MOONSET TODAY 4.41 AM

Delhi records coldest
Dec. day in 3 yrs as
temp drops to 4.5ºC

KKoollkkaattaa:: A Bangladesh dele-
gation is likely to attend the

Vijay Diwas celebrations in
Kolkata on December 16,

which marks the Indian
Armed Forces’ historic victo-

ry over Pakistan in the 1971
war, defence sources said on

Thursday. “Mukti Jodhas”
may also take part in the cel-

ebrations, they said.
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  33

B’desh team may attend
Vijay Diwas in Kolkata

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Retail inflation
declined in November to

5.48 per cent and came with-
in RBI’s comfort zone mainly

due to easing food prices,
creating headroom for a rate

cut at the Central bank’s
rate-setting panel meets

under new Governor Sanjay
Malhotra in February. 

FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  77

Retail inflation eases 
to 5.5% in November

COUNTERPOINT

c m y k c m y k
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1,500 commutations, 39 pardons:
Biden sets a new clemency record
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecc..  1122::  US
President Joe Biden is
commuting the sentences
of roughly 1,500 people
who were released from
prison and placed on
home confinement during
the coronavirus pandem-
ic and is pardoning 39
Americans convicted of
nonviolent crimes.

It’s the largest single-
day act of clemency in
modern history.

The commutations
announced Thursday are
for people who have
served out home confine-
ment sentences for at
least one year after they

were released.
Prisons were uniquely

bad for spreading the
virus and some inmates
were released in part to
stop the spread. At one
point, 1 in 5 prisoners had
Covid-19, said a report.

Mr Biden said he would
be taking more steps in
the weeks ahead and

would continue to review
clemency petitions. The
second largest single-day
act of clemency was by
Barack Obama, with 330,
shortly before leaving
office in 2017.

The clemency follows a
broad pardon for his son
Hunter, who was prose-
cuted for gun and tax
crimes. Mr Biden is under
pressure from advocacy
groups to pardon broad
swaths of people, includ-
ing those on federal death
row, before the Trump
administration takes over
in January. — AP

■ More oon PPage 66

Maha Cabinet expansion likely tomorrow
■ Fadnavis meets PM, says BJP’s list ready ■ Ajit confirms date, denies rift in Mahayuti over berths, portfolios
AGE CCORRESPONDENTS
NEW DELHI/ MUMBAI, 
DEC. 12

Amid the buzz that the
much awaited
Maharashtra Cabinet
expansion is likely to hap-
pen on Saturday, two days
before the Winter Session
of the state Assembly
begins on December 16,
chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Thursday
called on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Briefing the media after
the meeting, the
Maharashtra chief minis-

ter asserted that names of
the probable ministers
from the BJP quota in his
Cabinet have been short-
listed and the final deci-
sion will be taken by the
party's central leadership.

“In our party, decisions
are taken by the parlia-
mentary board and our

senior leadership.
Similarly, the NCP and
Shiv Sena will decide the
names of their ministers
at their level,” he said.

Mr Fadnavis, who was
on a two-day visit to
Delhi, held discussions on
the expansion of his
Cabinet with Union home
minister Amit Shah, BJP
president J.P. Nadda and
senior party leader B.L.
Santhosh late on
Wednesday evening.
Maharashtra BJP chief
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Bawankule was also
■ Turn tto PPage 44

SC bars surveys, orders
on religious sites’ suits
■ Centre told to reply in 4 wks ■ ‘No’ to new cases

Kharge hits out at BJP’s
Soros jab; RS adjourned  
■ Nadda takes on LoP ■ TMC privilege against Rijiju
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

The Rajya Sabha proceed-
ings got disrupted again
on Thursday as a combat-
ive BJP, led by Leader of
the House J.P. Nadda.
attacked the Opposition,
mainly the Congress, over
the no-trust motion
brought against
Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar. He also reiter-
ated the allegation of
links between the
Congress leadership and
US billionaire George
Soros. Leader of the
Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge protested against
the “reckless allegations”
made by the Treasury
benches. The TMC sub-
mitted a privilege motion
notice against parliamen-
tary affairs minister

Kiren Rijiju for a deroga-
tory remark against the
Opposition leaders in the
Upper House. Amid the
disruptions, the Rajya
Sabha proceedings were
adjourned for the day. 

The Lok Sabha proceed-

ings were also disrupted
till 2 pm amid uproarious
scenes over Mr Soros and
other issues. The House
sat for the entire duration
of Question Hour, but
pandemonium broke out
■ Turn tto PPage 44

RAKESH KK. SSINGH
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

In a major intervention in
disputes over the identi-
ties of mosques and dar-
gahs, the Supreme Court
on Thursday barred the
courts across the country
from entertaining fresh
lawsuits and passing any
effective interim or final
orders in pending ones
seeking to reclaim reli-
gious places. 

A special bench com-
prising Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna and
Justices Sanjay Kumar
and K.V. Viswanathan
that was hearing a clutch
of petitions challenging
the constitutional validi-
ty of the Places of
Worship (Special
Provisions) Act 1991 said,
"As the matter is sub-
judice in this court, we
deem it appropriate that
no fresh suit would be
registered and proceed-
ings are undertaken till
further orders of this
court. We also direct that
in the pending suits, the
courts would not pass any
effective interim orders
or final orders, including
orders of survey, till the
next date of hearing."

The apex court directive

has effectively stalled pro-
ceedings in 18 ongoing
lawsuits filed by various
Hindu parties seeking a
survey to ascertain the
original religious charac-
ter of 10 mosques, includ-
ing Gyanvapi at
Varanasi, Shahi Idgah
Masjid at Mathura and

Shahi Jama Masjid at
Sambhal, where four per-
sons were recently killed
in communal clashes.

The top court was hear-
ing about six petitions,
including the lead one
filed by lawyer Ashwini
Upadhyay, challenging
various provisions of the
Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act
1991.

The 1991 law prohibits
conversion of any place of
worship and provides for
the maintenance of the
religious character of any
place of worship as it
existed on August 15,
■ Turn tto PPage 44

I always try to hide my face 
in global meets on accidents:
Nitin Gadkari on road safety

NATION| 3 WORLD| 6
New Syria govt to suspend
constitution and Parl for 3
mnths after Assad's ouster
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Cabinet clears 2 draft bills to
hold simultaneous elections
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
with aagency iinputs
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

The Union Cabinet on
Thursday approved legis-
lation to implement “One
Nation, One Election” for
holding simultaneous
polls for the Lok Sabha,
state Assemblies and local
bodies in a phased man-
ner. The two draft bills
are likely to be introduced
in the ongoing Winter
Session of Parliament.
The decision was taken at
a meeting of the Union
Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Sources said the Cabinet
has approved two bills,
including one to amend
the Constitution to imple-
ment “One Nation, One
Election”. The sources
said: “As of now, the
Cabinet has given its nod
to draft legislation to hold

simultaneous polls to the
Lok Sabha and
Legislative Assemblies
only.”

A high-level committee
led by former President
Ram Nath Kovind had
also proposed holding
municipal and panchayat
polls along with the

national and state elec-
tions in a phased manner,
but the Cabinet has decid-
ed to stay away, “as of
now”, from the manner in
which local body polls
arre held.

The Constitution
amendment bill to hold
simultaneous polls to the

Lok Sabha and state
Assemblies will not
require ratification by at
least 50 per cent of states,
the sources said.

Another Constitution
bill proposed by the
Kovind panel was aimed
at creating provisions to
hold simultaneous elec-
tions to municipalities
and panchayats, along
with the elections to the
Lok Sabha and state
Assemblies, by inserting
a new Article 324A. It
would have required rati-
fication by half of the
■ Turn tto PPage 22

■ Legislation in Winter Session for joint LS, Assembly polls
■Constitution to be amended ■ Local body polls left out now

Children play in the snow at Tangmarg in Baramulla district of J&K on Thursday as
many areas in the plains of Kashmir received the season’s first snowfall breaking a
long dry spell. — PTI

D. Gukesh reacts after beating title-holder Ding Liren of China in the FIDE World Chess
Championship 2024 in Singapore on Thursday. Gukesh became the youngest world
chess champion at 18 years after beating Liren in the 14th and last game. — PTI
■ Report oon PPage 88

◗ ◗ TTHHEE MMAAHHAA CM held
discussions on the expan-
sion of his Cabinet with
Amit Shah, J.P. Nadda
and senior party leader
B.L. Santhosh late on
Wednesday evening

SSeeoouull,,  DDeecc..  1122::  South
Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol defend-
ed his martial law
decree as an act of
governance and
denied rebellion char-
ges, vowing Thursday
to “fight to the end” in
response to attempts
to impeach him and
intensifying investi-
gations into last
week’s dramatic
move.

The main
Opposition Democra-
tic Party quickly
slammed Mr Yoon’s
speech as “an expres-
sion of extreme delu-
sion” and “false pro-
paganda.” Later
Thursday, it and
other Opposition par-
ties submitted a new
impeachment motion
against Mr Yoon for a
floor vote this week-
end.

The Opposition-con-
trolled parliament
also passed motions
Thursday to impeach
and suspend the
South President’s
police chief and jus-
tice minister over the
imposition of martial
law, escalating the
pressure on Yoon’s
embattled govern-
ment. — AP

S. Korea Prez
vows to fight;
fresh bid for
impeachment

◗ ◗ TTHHEE TTOOPP court was
hearing about six peti-
tions, including the lead
one filed by lawyer
Ashwini Upadhyay, chal-
lenging various provi-
sions of the Places of
Worship (Special
Provisions) Act 1991

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Maharashtra chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis during a meeting in New
Delhi on Thursday. — PTI

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY
RAIPUR, DEC. 12

Ahead of Union home
minister Amit Shah’s
visit to the left-wing
extremism-hit region, at
least seven Maoists were
on Thursday gunned
down in an encounter
with security forces in
south Abujhmad under
Narayanpur district in
Bastar in Chhattisgarh. 

“An anti-Naxal opera-
tion was going on in
which our security
forces succeeded in
killing seven Naxals. I
salute their courage",
chief minister Vishnu
Deo Sai said in his post
on X.

A senior police officer
monitoring the coun-
terinsurgency operation
said that the encounter
occurred around three
in the morning in the
forest of south
Abujhmad.

“Bodies of seven
Maoists have so far been
recovered. Encounter
and search operations
were going on. More
casualties among the
Naxals are not ruled
out", the police officer
told this newspaper
requesting not to be
quoted since he was not
authorised to speak to
the media.

According to him, a
joint team of around
1,000 security personnel
launched a search opera-
tion in the jungles of
south Abujhmad follow-
ing specific intelligence
inputs on the presence of
some senior Naxal lead-
ers.

■ More oon PPage 44

7 Maoists killed
in gunfight with
security forces
in Bastar region

◗ ◗ TTHHEE CCOONNSSTTIITTUUTTIIOONN
amendment bill to hold
simultaneous polls to
the Lok Sabha and state
Assemblies will not
require ratification by at
least 50 per cent of
states, the sources said

Joe Biden

Gukesh becomes youngest world chess champion

Union minister Giriraj Singh stage a protest during the
Winter Session of Parliament in New Delhi on Thursday.

— PTI

A file photo of security personnel outside a gate of the
the Krishna Janmabhoomi temple in UP’s Mathura. — PTI

Vice-president and Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar during a meeting with Union ministers J.P.
Nadda, Kiren Rijiju, L. Murugan, Congress MP Jairam
Ramesh and other MPs in the former’s chamber at the
Parliament House in New Delhi on Thursday. — PTI

Sai Pallavi denies turning 
vegetarian for Ramayana,
threatens legal action
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Delhi-Ghaziabad
RRTS trial completes

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The National
Capital Region Transport

Corporation on (NCRTC) on
Thursday said the trial runs

on the Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut RRTS corridor

between New Ashok Nagar
and Sahibabad stations are

nearly complete and are
expected to be operational

by January next year. A sen-
ior National Capital Region

Transport Corporation
(NCRTC) official said that the

station work of Sarai Kale
Khan is in its final stage and

the track lying process is
underway between New

Ashok Nagar and Sarai Kale
Khan. Trial run between the
section will be started soon

after the infrastructure work
is completed. There would

be a dedicated parking
space provided at the station

that will give space for
around 1,200 vehicle, the

official said. The trial runs on
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
RRTS corridor, between

Sahibabad and New Ashok
Nagar, are progressing swift-
ly. The Anand Vihar and New
Ashok Nagar stations open-

ing will extend the corridor’s
length from 42 km to 54 km,

another official said.

SANJAY KKAW
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

With an eye on the upcom-
ing Delhi Assembly elec-
tions, AAP national con-
venor and former chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Thursday announced
that the monthly
allowance to women
under the Mahila
Samman Rashi Scheme
would be increased to
`2,100 from `1,000 if his
party returns to power.

The scheme, under
which the AAP-led Delhi
government announced
`1,000 per month in the
budget this year, was
approved by the Cabinet
headed by chief minister
Atishi on Thursday.
However, the initial pay-
ment of `1,000 will be
credited only after the
elections, Mr Kejriwal
said, pointing out the poll
dates to be announced in
10-15 days, thus making it
impossible to transfer the
money now.

An amount of `2,000

crore, set aside for this
scheme in the budget, is
meant to benefit an esti-
mated 45 lakh women that
have no formal source of
income. Those women
who pay tax or the ones
already receiving aid from
other government
schemes are, however, not
eligible for this scheme. To
avail the benefit of the

scheme, one has to regis-
ter with a voter ID card
and a residence proof.

While making the
announcement, the AAP
supremo, with Ms Atishi
by his side, also hit out at
the BJP, accusing the
Opposition party of hav-
ing delayed the scheme’s
roll-out by “conspiring
and sending him to jail (in

the liquor policy case)”
and having cost Delhi
women the steady hono-
rarium.

Making his poll pitch,
Mr Kejriwal said, “Today, I
am implementing the
`1,000 scheme but after
the elections, I will give
`2,100 to all my sisters and
mothers in Delhi. If you
want to receive this
money every month in
your account, vote for
Kejriwal, vote for the AAP,
and help us win more than
60 seats.” “This scheme is
for empowering women
and addressing their
financial needs,” he said,
hitting back at BJP’s criti-
cism of the move as mere-
ly a poll plank — a freebie
or a revdi.

Appealing to the women
to vote for the AAP,  Mr
Kejriwal said, “If anyone
asks you ‘from where will
he (Kejriwal) bring the
money?’ Tell them,
‘Kejriwal jadoogar hai, wo
denge (Kejriwal is a magi-
cian, he will provide the
money).”

BHASKAR HHARI SSHARMA 
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

Putting aside the specula-
tions of an alliance
between the AAP and
Congress in the impend-
ing Delhi Assembly polls,
the grand old party on
Friday released its first
list of 21 candidates, field-
ing  Sandeep Dikshit, son
of former Delhi chief
minister Sheila Dikshit,
from New Delhi, a seat
held by AAP supremo
Arvind Kejriwal since
2013.

Mr Dikshit, who twice
served as an MP from East
Delhi, will take on Mr
Kejriwal on the home turf
of New Delhi.  Notably Mr
Kejriwal, in his first elec-
tion in 2013, had defeated
Ms Dikshit, the then CM. 

The decision to this
effect was taken at a meet-
ing of Congress Central
Election Committee (CEC)
chaired by party presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
and Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi earlier in

the evening. Further the
CEC has cleared 21 names,
including Delhi Congress
president Devender Yadav
from Badli. Senior leaders
like Anil Chaudhary (Pat-
parganj), Ragini Nayak
(Wazirpur), Abhishek
Dutt (Kasturba Nagar),
Mudit Agarwal (Chandni
Chowk) and Haroon
Yousuf (Ballimaran) are

also in the list.
The AAP MLA from

Seelampur Abdul
Rehman, who joined the
party just two days ago,
has also been fielded from
the same constituency.

After the meeting, Mr
Yadav said the party
would be fielding senior
leaders as well as young
faces in the elections.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc..  1122:: A day
after meeting the Election
Commission officials
over vote deletion issue,
AAP convenor Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday
wrote to Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar hoping the poll
body will fulfil its “assur-
ances” with necessary
action.

Earlier on Wednesday,
Kejriwal led a delegation
of the AAP in the meeting
with the election commis-
sioners to urge them for
not undertaking any
mass deletion of voters
names before the Delhi
Assembly polls.

In his letter to the chief
election commissioner,
Kejriwal thanked the
Election Commission for
hearing concerns over
“threat of mass deletions
of voters names” in Delhi
ahead of the assembly
elections.

“We were all reassured
by your commitment to
uphold the sanctity of the
electoral process and to

safeguard the right to
vote of each and every
voter in Delhi,” said Mr
Kejriwal citing “assur-
ances”, including “no
mass deletion of votes in
any assembly constituen-
cy until the Delhi
Assembly polls”, given to
the delegation.

He also cited various
other “assurances”, incl-
uding no deletion based
on lists furnished by indi-
viduals, field enquiry by
the election officials in
the presence of represen-
tatives of the political par-
ties, in case of deletion of
voters names and regis-
tration of FIR against
individuals for wrongful-
ly filed applications for
mass deletion of votes.

“We look forward to
your actions and orders
based on the above assur-
ances,” he said in the let-
ter assuring the AAP as
the largest political party
in Delhi will always be
open to any suggestions
and guidance of the EC.

— PTI

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court has
sentenced a “tantrik” to 20
years of rigorous imprison-

ment for repeatedly sexually
assaulting a 13-year-old girl

in the guise of providing
treatment to her brother by
occult methods. Additional
sessions Judge Aditi Garg

was hearing the case against
the 45-year-old man, who

was convicted under section
6 (aggravated penetrative

sexual assault) of the
Protection of Children from

Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act
and under section 363 (kid-

napping) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC). Additional public

prosecutor Yogita Kaushik
Dahiya sought maximum

punishment for the convict,
saying the man subjected the

victim to repeated penetra-
tive sexual assault in 2018.

The court also sentenced him
to three years RI for 

kidnapping. 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The three-day
security expo and conference

IFSEC India 2024, billed as
the largest in South Asia,

kicked off on Thursday at the
Bharat Mandapam. The event

brought together over 300
leading security and fire

safety brands, featuring more
than 5,000 products from

cutting-edge CCTV and
video surveillance systems to
biometrics, RFID and perime-

ter security technologies.
Deputy high commissioner of
UK high commission in India,
Christina Scott said, “India’s

success in executing the
world’s largest democratic
process with minimal risks

highlights the strength of its
security infrastructure.” DCP,

Delhi Traffic Police, HQ &
Road Safety, SK Singh said,
“With 35 percent of critical

assets still at risk of cyber
threats, integrating robust
digital defences alongside

physical measures has
become imperative.”

■ Delhi govt will raise assistance to `2,100 from `1,000 after polls

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

The city on Thursday
recorded the lowest tem-
perature of this winter
season so far with the
minimum dipping to 4.5
degrees Celsius.

Cold wave conditions
were observed at isolated
places in Delhi, including
Ayanagar and Pusa,
where temperatures
dropped to 3.8 and 3.2
degrees Celsius respec-
tively.

According to the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department, cold wave
conditions occur when
actual temperatures fall
below 4.1 degrees Celsius
or when the departure
from normal is 4.4 degrees
Celsius or more below
average. Delhi’s minimum
temperature on
Wednesday stood at 4.9
degrees Celsius.

The minimum tempera-
tures in early December
have been recorded below

5 degrees Celsius for the
first time in 14 years, the
weather department had
said.

According to data, the
lowest minimum tempera-
ture during this period
was recorded on
December 6, 1987, at 4.1
degrees Celsius. The
weather department pre-
dicted a clear sky for the
day, with the maximum
temperature expected to

settle around 23 degrees
Celsius. 

Meanwhile, Delhi’s air
quality was recorded in
the poor category, with an
AQI reading of 262 at 9
AM, compared to the mod-
erate category on
Wednesday, when the 24-
hour average AQI was 199.

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said the direc-
tion to relax the stringent
GRAP-4 curbs, meant to

deal with severe air pollu-
tion levels to stage 2,
would continue till fur-
ther orders.

A bench of Justices
Abhay S. Oka and
Augustine George Masih
asked the Centre to con-
sider identifying top
experts in the field of
environment, agriculture
and other related fields for
appointment in the
Commission for Air
Quality Management
(CAQM), may be in the
advisory capacity.

The Delhi government
further informed the
bench it had imposed the
ban on firecrackers till
January but was mulling
to implement a round-the-
year ban which would
soon be notified.

The top court then
directed the NCR states to
place on record their deci-
sions for enforcing the
round-the-year firecrack-
ers ban saying it was
required to curb both air
and sound pollutions.

Faced personal
attacks, many
allegations in
my tenure: L-G
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc..  1122::
Delhi lieutenant-gover-
nor V.K. Saxena  said on
Thursday that he has
faced various allega-
tions and personal
attacks during his
tenure, but these chal-
lenges have never
deterred  him from mak-
ing strong decisions,
even if they attract
“unjustified” criticism.

Addressing the culmi-
nation of the silver
jubilee celebrations and
the foundation day of
Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University
in  Delhi, he emphasised
that his commitment to
working for the city’s
betterment has
remained steadfast,
despite obstacles.

“Remember, making
decisions that positively
impact society is not
easy. You will encounter
unjustified criticism
and challenges from
those with vested inter-
ests in maintaining the
status quo. There is a
saying: ‘When making
big decisions, it is natu-
ral to  feel afraid, but
choosing not to act out of
fear is the wrong move,”
Mr Saxena told the stu-
dents.

The L-G claimed that
over the past two-and-a-
half years, there have
been “numerous
attempts to stop me from
doing the work I believe
is good”.

“I was subjected to var-
ious allegations and per-
sonal attacks. But  my
commitment to working
for the betterment of
Delhi and its residents
remained strong. That is
why I never stopped and
continued to work
towards my goal.”

He stressed the need of
being persistent in
achieving goals. — PTI

■■ CCoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  PPaaggee  11
state Assemblies. But the
Union Cabinet has kept
the plan for simultaneous
local body polls out as of
now.

The second bill will be
an ordinary one to amend
provisions in three laws
dealing with Union terri-
tories that have
Legislative Assemblies --
Puducherry, Delhi and
Jammu and Kashmir -- to
align the terms of these
Houses with other
Legislative Assemblies
and the Lok Sabha as pro-
posed in the Constitution
amendment bill.

The statutes it proposes
to amend are the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
Act 1991, the Government
of Union Territories Act
1963 and the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation
Act 2019. The proposed
bill will be ordinary legis-
lation not requiring a
change in the
Constitution and will also

not need ratification by
the states.

The government is keen
on holding wider consul-
tations on bills that are
likely to be referred to a
parliamentary committee.
The sources said that the
government also wants to
consult the Speakers of
various Legislative
Assemblies through the
committee.

In September, the gov-
ernment had accepted the
high-level panel’s recom-
mendations for holding
simultaneous polls for the
Lok Sabha, state
Assemblies and local bod-

ies in a phased manner.
In its report submitted

to the government in
March, just before the
general election was
announced, the panel had
recommended implement-
ing “One Nation, One
Election” in two phases.
While the ruling BJP and
its allies are pushing for
simultaneous polls, sever-
al Opposition parties have
opposed the idea.

The government is of
the view that simultane-
ous polls will reduce
expenditure in the long
run and different parts of
the country will not be
under the Model Code of
Conduct throughout the
year due to various polls.

Simultaneous polls were
held in the country betw-
een 1951 and 1967. The con-
cept of simultaneous polls
has featured in many
reports and studies since
1983, essentially implying a
return to the previous prac-
tice of conducting polls 
concurrently.

Delhi chief minister Atishi with AAP national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal during an event outside the party office
in New Delhi on Thursday. — PTI
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Thursday held a
meeting with the CEO
Delhi, all DEOs, ROs,
DCPs, and other nodal
officials to review the
progress of the ongoing
special summary revision
2025 and the poll pre-
paredness. 
The poll body asked the
election machinery to
ensure a revision and

updating of the electoral
rolls, in accordance with
statutory provisions.

The commission empha-
sised that representatives
of political parties should
be involved in the elec-
toral roll revision process
with “fullest transparen-
cy and disclosures”. 

The poll body has said
that all complaints and
grievances from the polit-
ical parties should be
resolved promptly and
factually.

Involve parties in voters’ list 
revision: EC to poll machinery

AAP will hike aid to women
if party forms govt: Kejriwal  

Tantrik sentenced to
20-yr RI in rape case

Cong releases 1st list of 21
candidates for Delhi polls
Sandeep Dikshit to take on Kejriwal from New Delhi seat

Kejriwal writes to EC
over ‘deletion of votes’ At 4.5°C, Delhi records coldest day
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The Union government has
sanctioned a combined
strength of more than 2,800
CISF personnel to guard
two soon-to-be operational
international airports in
Uttar Pradesh’s Noida and
in Maharashtra’s Navi
Mumbai,  the official
sources said  here  on
Thursday.

The Union home ministry
has sanctioned 1,840
Central Industrial Security
Force personnel for the
Navi Mumbai airport and
1,030 the Noida internation-
al airport (NIA) in Uttar
Pradesh.

The total CISF manpower
sanctioned for providing a
counter-terrorist  cover to
the two upcoming airports
is 2,870.

The sanction of the CISF
manpower is for the first
phase of operationalisation
of the two airports.  The
force’s strength will be
enhanced once these air-
ports finish  phase II,  the
sources said.

The security units, to be
headed by deputy inspector-
general rank officers, will
take charge once the infra-
structure to install security
gadgets and other logistics
get ready at both the facili-
ties.

The Navi Mumbai inter-
national  airport project,
being developed by the
Adani Group, will be com-
pleted in five phases and
will have a  total handling
capacity of nine  crore pas-
sengers per annum. The
first  phase will have a
capacity to handle  two
crore passengers per
annum.

The commercial opera-
tions at this airport, second
in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region after
the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport, is expected to
begin by March-April, 2025.

The  Noida international
airport  is a greenfield facil-
ity  which is being built in
the Jewar area of Gautam
Buddh Nagar district in
Uttar Pradesh, about 75 km
from Delhi.

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
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Irked over the repeated
absence of the Centre’s
advocates in several
cases, the Supreme Court
on Thursday said it did
not take pleasure in sum-
moning government offi-
cers before it.

A bench of Justices
B.R. Gavai and K.V.
Viswanathan on
Wednesday sought the
presence of the director-
general of the Centre’s
directorate-general of
health services while
flagging the “casual
approach” in a matter
concerning admission of

a medical aspirant
belonging to persons
with disability category.

The apex court had
said, “The court does not
take pleasure in sum-
moning the officers to the
court. However, when in
spite of being duly
served, the respondents
do not put in appearance,
we were compelled to do
so.”

Noting that it normally
does not direct govern-
ment officers to remain
present in the court, the
top court said, “... In view
of the casual approach of
respondent no.2, we are
compelled to direct the
personal presence of the

director-general, direc-
torate-general of health
services, ministry of
health and family wel-
fare, government of
India, New Delhi in this
court on December 12 at
10.30 am.”

“What is this? Notices
are served and you don’t
even bother to

appear…this is not hap-
pening for the first time.
On many occasions, for
the Union of India,
nobody is present here,”
Justice Gavai had said.

The bench said it had
passed the order direct-
ing the officer to remain
present as despite being
duly served, no lawyer
had appeared for the
authority during the
hearing on 
December 11.

The court said it waited
till 4 pm for the counsel’s
appearance but when
nobody appeared for the
Centre, despite there
being many lawyers pres-
ent, it passed the order.

SC pulls up Centre over lawyers
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A 32-year-old man was
shot at by a group of
attackers, allegedly due
to a long-standing enmi-
ty between their fami-
lies.

Two of the three sus-
pects have been appre-
hended in the case. The
incident occurred on
the intervening night of
Wednesday and
Thursday when the vic-
tim, Ravi Yadav, was
warming his hands in a
bonfire near his home
in the Trilokpuri area,
police said.

Yadav sustained mul-
tiple bullet injuries and
was rushed to Max
Hospital, where his con-
dition is reported to be
critical. A caller, identi-
fied as Virender Yadav,
informed the police
that his nephew had
been shot.

According to a police
statement, he alleged
that Sunil Gupta, alias

Golu, and two of his
associates were
involved in the firing.
“Ravi and his family
have a long term enmi-
ty with the family of
Golu,” said Virender
Yadav, who is a practic-
ing advocate in
Karkardooma Court.

“The victim was
involved in an attempt-
ed murder case where
he and his associates
assaulted Golu with a
knife and sticks in
March this year,” the
police said.

It is alleged that
Golu’s brother, Vipin,
lost his job recently due
to multiple complaints
and RTIs filed by
Virender Yadav, the
police said. 

The police are still
verifying the facts and
an investigation is
underway, an officer
said. “Two of the three
named suspects have
been apprehended and
are currently being
questioned,” he said.

32-yr-old shot at in
E. Delhi, 3 arrested

■ Direction to relax stringent GRAP curbs to continue, says SC

■ ‘Notices are served and you even don’t bother to appear’

3-day security expo
& conference begins
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The long arm of the law
catches up with illegal

Bangladeshi immigrants as
Delhi police on Thursday
continued the crackdown
against them. The police

haves:\pa so far
identified over

two dozen of the
illegal immigrants

staying in the
national capital.

Notably the move
also coincided
with the forth-

coming Delhi
Assem-bly polls slated early
next year. The move follows

a communication from the
Delhi lieutenant-governor
V.K. Saxena directing the

chief secretary and police
commissioner to launch a

two-month special drive to
identify and take strict action

against illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants residing in the

national capital and to pro-
vide a time-bound response

with weekly progress reports
to be submitted. Teams from

the different police stations
are visiting slum areas and

Delhi’s Kalindi Kunj, Shaheen
Bagh and Jamia Nagar to

identify illegal immigrants.

DRIVE TO IDENTIFY
ILLEGAL B’DESHIS

IN CITY CONTINUES

◗ ◗ TTHHEE TTOOPP CCOOUURRTT
bench on Wednesday
sought the presence of
the director-general of
the Centre’s direc-
torate-general of health
services while flagging
the “casual approach”
in a case

◗ ◗ TTHHEE GGOOVVEERRNNMMEENNTT is
of the view that simul-
taneous polls will
reduce expenditure in
the long run and differ-
ent parts of the country
will not be under the
Model Code of Conduct
throughout the year
due to various polls

V.K.
Saxena 
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A pilot project that
involves the use of drones
to spray mist at pollution
hotspots has not been
approved due high cost
and lack of measurable
results, an official  said.

The technology was pro-
posed as part of Delhi’s 21-
point Winter Action Plan

to combat worsening air
quality. Officials have
deemed the project costly
and ineffective, stating it
has failed to deliver signif-
icant, measurable impro-
vements.

“The technology is
extremely expensive and
does not provide notice-
able advancements com-
pared to existing meth-
ods,” an official said.

Drone pilot project faces setback
over high costs & limited results

Centre nod to 1,030
CISF personnel for
UP’s Noida airport

Cabinet clears 2 draft bills
to hold simultaneous polls
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BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr::  Assam chief
minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma, a key BJP campaign-
er in Odisha’s recent elec-

tions, on Thursday predicted
the eventual downfall of the

Naveen Patnaik-led Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) and pro-
jected a 50-year reign for

the BJP in the state. During
his two-day visit to Odisha,

Mr Sarma arrived in
Bhubaneswar on Thursday
morning before heading to

Puri to seek blessings at the
Jagannath Temple.

Responding to journalists’
questions in Puri, he confi-

dently declared, “BJD’s his-
tory will come to an end

soon.” “The BJP-led govern-
ment under Chief Minister

Mohan Charan Majhi is per-
forming well. BJP will govern
Odisha for the next 50 years.

There is nothing to worry
about,” Mr Sarma asserted.

Touching on national securi-
ty, he emphasised the impor-

tance of the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) in

curbing illegal immigration.

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr::  The BJP’s
membership drive and grass-

roots-level organisational
elections in Odisha are near-

ing completion. The state
unit of the BJP will elect its

new president in January
2025, announced the party’s

state incharge, Vijay Pal
Singh Tomar, on Thursday.
Speaking to the media in

Bhubaneswar, Tomar con-
firmed that the election to
select the new state presi-

dent would be conducted in
January. “Ours is a demo-

cratic party, and the presi-
dent will be elected through

democratic means. Even a
regular party worker can

become president,” he said.
“Organisational elections

have already commenced,
with mandal-level elections

currently underway,” Mr
Tomar added. At present,

Manmohan Samal serves as
the party’s state president.

Under his leadership, the
BJP formed the government

for the first time in Odisha,
ending BJD’s 24-year rule.

BJP to elect Odisha
prez in Jan: Leader

Himanta predicts
downfall of BJD 

PRITHVIRAJ SSINGH
DEHRADUN, DEC. 12

Uttarakhand chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on

Thursday announced that his
government is working

towards implementing the
country’s “first” yoga policy.
It will play an important role
in bringing about a new rev-
olution in the field
of health by bring-

ing ayurveda and
yoga together on

a big scale, he
said. Addre-ssing

the 10th Ayurveda
Cong-ress and

Arogya Expo 2024
in Dehradun,

which began on
Thursday, Mr Dhami

described Uttarakhand as
the land of Ayurveda since

ancient times because of its
herbal wealth. More than

3,000 ayurveda experts and
delegates from 50 countries
are attending the three-day

event, with Uttarakhand
being the first Himalayan
state where the event is

being held. “We will be the
first state in the country to
put in place our own yoga

policy. The policy will play a
crucial role in integrating

ayurveda and yoga as key
aspects of wellness and the
healthcare sector. This is a

proud moment for
Uttarakhand and my govern-
ment to make this announce-

ment,” the Uttarakhand CM
said. Mr Dhami also thanked

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for providing the 

state an opportunity to 
host the event.

DHAMI: U’KHAND 
GOVT WORKING ON 
‘1ST’ YOGA POLICY

AGE CCORRESPONDENT,
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Trinamul Congress Rajya
Sabha MP Sagarika Ghose
submitted a privilege mo-
tion notice on Thursday
against parliamentary aff-
airs minister Kiren Rijiju
for making a derogatory
remark against Oppos-
ition leaders in the Upper
House. A source said the
privilege motion notice
against the minister has
been signed by 60 leaders
from Opposition parties.

“Yesterday in the House,
addressing the
Opposition, Mr Rijiju said
you all are not worthy of
being in this House...
Minister for parliamen-
tary affairs Kiren Rijiju,
instead of doing his best
to run Parliament smooth-
ly, has chosen to repeated-

ly insult the Opposition,”
the Rajya Sabha MP said.

The TMC legislator said
that Mr Rijiju has insult-
ed Opposition members
and used personal terms
both inside and outside
Parliament. This is totally
unbecoming of the high
office he holds and
amounts to total misuse of
his position, she said.

“Today, I have given a
privilege motion against
parliamentary affairs
minister Kiren Rijiju. We
believe that it is Kiren

Rijiju’s responsibility to
ensure that the House
runs smoothly. However,
he is constantly humiliat-
ing the Opposition. We
want that his statement
against the opposition
leaders should be
expunged,” she said.

Ms Gosh also said she
had moved a privilege
motion against the minis-
ter for abusing his office
with his diatribes and
unparliamentary lan-
guage against the
Opposition.

The motion has been
signed by senior leaders of
all Opposition parties, she
added.

The move comes a day
after Mr Rijiju’s remark
over the Opposition’s
notice for the removal of
Rajya Sabha Chaitman
Jagdeep Dhankhar.

Privilege motion against Rijiju
over Opp. ‘not worthy’ remark
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Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday met
the family members of a
19-year Dalit woman who
died allegedly after being
gangrape in September
2020 in Hathras. Mr
Gandhi visited the family
in Bool Garhi village after
the victim’s father Om
Prakash wrote a letter to
him seeking help in get-
ting speedy justice for his
daughter.

In his letter, Mr Prakash
expressed despair over
the handling of the case
by the state administra-
tion and failing to keep
promises made to the fam-
ily. Mr Gandhi spent
roughly half an hour with
the family and left the
place without speaking to

the media.
After Mr

G a n d h i ’ s
visit, Con-
gress’ for-
m e r
H a t h r a s
c h i e f
C h a n d r a -
g u p t a

Vikrama-ditya said,
“Rahul Gandhi has a rela-
tion with this family. He
has always stood with
them and will continue to
do so. Today he came to
listen to their problems.
He is continuously fight-
ing for their problems.”

UP deputy CM Brajesh
Pathak, however, criti-
cised Mr Gandhi for the
visit, saying he is “con-
fused” and “not aware of
the status of the case”.

“The CBI has already
conducted an inquiry into
this case. Under the BJP

rule, no culprit is allowed
to get away scot-free,” Mr
Pathak said. “Whether
Sambhal or Hathras, he
(Gandhi) keeps visiting
them just to be in the lime-
light and not for any other
reason.”

The 19-year-old woman
was allegedly gangraped
on September 14, 2020, by
four men belonging to the
upper caste. She was
moved to Aligarh for
treatment and later to
Delhi, where she died on
September 29, 2020. She
was cremated in the early
hours of October 30, with
her family alleging the
local police had forced
them to conduct the last
rites in the dead of the
night. Local police offi-
cers, however, claimed
that the cremation was
carried out “as per the
wishes of the family”.

Rahul meets kin of Hathras
victim, invites BJP criticism

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
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“When I go to attend inter-
national conferences
where there is a discus-
sion on road accidents, I
try to hide my face,” Nitin
Gadkari said on Thursday,
underlining he had set a
target to reduce accidents
by 50 per cent when he
first took charge as the
road transport and high-
ways minister. 

During a discussion on
road accidents in the Lok
Sabha, Mr Gadkari con-
fessed that the number of
accidents have increased
with a surge in resultant
fatalities against the tar-
geted reduction in both
the parameters.

“Forget about reducing
the number of accidents, I
have no hesitation to

admit that it has
increased. When I go to
attend international con-
ferences where there is a
discussion on road acci-
dents, I try to hide my
face,” he said in his reply
during the Question Hour

in the Lok Sabha.
Mr Gadkari conceded

that he had set a target to
reduce accidents by 50 per
cent when he first took
charge as the minister.

The minister also stated
that the biggest reason for

road accidents is lane
indiscipline and his own
car was fined twice in
Mumbai for not following
traffic rules.

Mr Gadkari also said
road accidents claim 1.78
lakh lives annually in the
country and 60 per cent of
the victims are in the age
group of 18-34 years.

He informed the LS that
while UP leads the chart
among states, Delhi tops
the list for cities. In UP,
over 23,000 people (or 13.7
per cent of the total deaths
due to road accidents)
died, followed by Tamil
Nadu with over 18,000 (10.6
per cent) deaths.

“In Maharashtra, the fig-
ure stands at over 15,000
(or nine per cent of the
total deaths), followed by
MP with over 13,000 (eight
per cent) deaths.

‘I try to hide my face in meets
abroad’: Gadkari on accidents Visits after victim’s father writes letter seeking his help

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY
RAIPUR, DEC. 12

Chhattisgarh chief minis-
ter Vishu Deo Sai, who com-
pletes one year in office on
Friday, has called the tenure
a “year of trust” while
declaring that he has ful-
filled all the promises made
to the people.

Speaking to the media on
Thursday, Mr Sai said that
he has restored people’s
faith in government by pro-
viding good governance and

fulfilling all the promises
made to the people by the
ruling BJP before the 2023
Assembly polls.

There was an atmosphere
of distrust in the public as
democracy had faced seri-
ous threat during the for-
mer Congress government
in Chhattisgarh, he said.

“But our government has
restored the faith of people
in the government by pro-
viding good governance and
fulfilling all the promises
made to the people. Our gov-
ernment has worked to

e s t a b l i s h
d e m o c r a cy
and protect
the Constitu-
tion,” he
said. He said
that his gov-
ernment was
deter mined

to achieve the target set by
Union home minister Amit
Shah to end Naxalism in the
state by March 2026.

His government has put
all its efforts towards this
resulting in major success
in the counter-insurgency

operations conducted in
Bastar in the state last year.

He said that a total of 217
Naxals have been killed in
separate encounters in
Bastar in the last year while
around 1,700 Maoists either
laid down arms or were
arrested during the period.

Mr Sai said that he has ful-
filled another major prom-
ise made before the last
polls by releasing monthly
incentives of `1,000 each to
women beneficiaries under
the “Mahatari Bandhan
Yojana” regularly.

‘Fulfilled all pre-poll promises made to people’
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In a major boost to the
“Aatmanirbhar Bharat”
initiative, the defence
ministry on Thursday
signed a `13,500-crore
deal with the state-
owned Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL)
for the procurement of
12 Su-30MKI aircraft.

The Cabinet Comm-
ittee on Security (CCS)
on Thursday had given
clearance to two major
deals worth around
`20,000 crores, includ-
ing 12 Su-30 MKI fighter
jets for the Indian Air
Force and 100 K-9 Vajra
self-propelled howitzers
for the Indian Army.

These fighter aircraft
will replace the Sukhois
that have been lost in
crashes over the years.

The aircraft would
have an indigenous con-
tent of 62.6 per cent,
enhanced due to the
indigenisation of many
components to be man-
ufactured by the Indian

defence industry.
These aircraft would

be manufactured at the
Nasik division of the
HAL. The supply of
these aircraft would
enhance the opera-
tional capability of the
Indian Air Force and
strengthen the defence
preparedness of the
country.

Last year in Septem-
ber, the Defence Acquis-
ition Council (DAC),
headed by defence min-
ister Rajnath Singh,
had approved the pro-
posal for the procure-
ment of Russian-origin
12 Su-30MKIs fighter
aircraft for the Indian
Air Force (IAF) which
would be manufactured
in the country by the
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited.

The order for 100 K-9
self-propelled howitzers
to be made by Larsen
and Toubro at Hazira in
Gujarat would be a
repeat order as 100 of
them have already been
inducted into the Army.

Ministry, HAL sign
`13,500cr deal to
procure 12 Sukhois

Union transport minister Nitin Gadkari speaks in the Lok
Sabha during the Winter Session of Parliament in New
Delhi on Thursday. — PTI 

■ Sai completes 1 yr in office ■ Restored public faith in C’garh govt

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc..  1122:: The
Lok Sabha will on
Friday begin a two-day
debate on the
Constitution to mark the
beginning of the 75th
year of its adoption in
the country.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is expected to
reply to the two-day
debate on the Constitut-
ion in the Lok Sabha on
Saturday, sources said.

Defence minister
Rajnath Singh will initi-
ate the debate on the
Constitution in the Lok
Sabha, while Union
home minister Amit
Shah is expected to initi-
ate a similar debate in
the Rajya Sabha, said
government sources.

As per the listed agen-
da of the Lok Sabha,
there will be a “special
discussion on the 75th
anniversary of adoption
of the Constitution of
India”. — PTI

2-day discussion 
on Constitution
in LS from today

■ Lane indiscipline biggest reason for mishaps: Minister in LS

■ ‘Notice has been signed by 60 Opp. leaders’

RAJIB CCHOWDHURI
KOLKATA, DEC. 12

A Bangladeshi delega-
tion is likely to attend
the 53rd Vijay Diwas cel-
ebrations to mark the
defeat of Pakistan by
India in the Liberation
War. The event will be
held by the Eastern
Command of the Indian
Army at its headquar-
ters Fort William in
Kolkata on December 16.

The attendees from the
neighbouring country
may include “Mukti
Joddhas”, who were
trained by the Indian
Army for guerrilla war-
fare and participated in
the 1971 war against the
Pakistan Army.

“A Bangladesh delega-
tion is likely to attend
the Vijay Diwas celebra-
tions in Kolkata,”
Eastern Command
spokesperson Wg Cdr
Himanshu Tiwari said
on Thursday.

He also indicated that
the Mukti Joddhas are
“likely” to be among the
delegation.

The size of the
Bangladeshi delegation
is yet to be ascertained.
“We will communicate
as we receive more
details,” Wg Cdr Tiwari
added.

The development
comes days after Indian
foreign secretary
Vikram Misri’s recent
visit to Dhaka and his
meeting at the diplomat-
ic level with the interim
government, led by
Nobel laureate Muha-
mmad Yunus, following
a series of attacks on the
Hindu community in
Bangladesh.

B’desh group
may take part
in Vijay Diwas
Kolkata event 

IImmpphhaall,,  DDeecc..  1122:: Manipur
chief minister N. Biren
Singh on Thursday said
the Centre and the state
governments are making
all efforts to bring a per-
manent solution to the
ongoing crisis in the
state, but suggested that
it could take time due to
the fragile nature of the
situation.

Speaking at a pro-
gramme to commemo-
rate Nupi Lan, Mr Singh
said, “The state and cen-
tral governments have
been putting all efforts to
bring a permanent solu-
tion. However, bringing a
solution would take time

as the situa-
tion had bec-
ome chronic
and fragile.”

Re g arding
the re-imposi-
tion of Arm-
ed Forces
S p e c i a l

Powers Act (AFSPA) in
six police station areas,
Mr Singh said, “The
state government had
requested the Centre to
review and withdraw
AFSPA from the said
police stations” and
sought cooperation and
support from the public
in the government’s
effort to restore peace

and tranquility in the
state. The CM said Nupi
Lal Numit is observed
annually to remember
the role played by
Manipuri women in 1904
and 1939, revolting
against the injustice of
British colonialism.

Mr Singh said apart
from the contribution of
women during the two
historical events, “we
should also remember
the bravery and courage
shown by Manipuri
women in other instan-
ces, including ousting
the Burmese during the
Seven Year Devastation
period (1819-1826).”

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
BHOPAL, DEC. 12

Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Mohan Yadav
on Thursday said that
he strived hard to deliv-
er by removing hurdles
in the implementation
of some long pending
vital projects such as
the interlinking of
rivers during his maid-
en year in the office.

Mr Yadav, who com-
pletes one year in the
office on Friday, said
that the dream of for-
mer Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee
will be realised when
the foundation stone for
the Ken-Betwa inter-
linking project is laid
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in MP’s
Chhatarpur on
December 25.

Yadav: Strived hard to deliver,
removed obstacles in projects

Solution to crisis to take time
due to fragile situation: Biren

Sagarika
Ghose

Rahul
Gandhi

Vishu Deo Sai

N. Biren
Singh

Pushkar
Singh Dhami 

Kiren 
Rijiju
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BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: A pregnant
woman was shot dead by

unidentified miscreants out-
side her home in the Jhirda-

pali area under Tikayatpali
police limits in Bonaigarh of

Sundargarh district in Odisha
on Wednes-day. The dece-

ased was identified as Sima-
mayee Behera. As per sour-
ces, a group of unidentified

men attempted to break into
Behera’s house at midnight by
forcing open the door. Behera

reportedly opened the door
after hearing the commotion.
Upon seeing her, the miscre-
ants tried to snatch her gold

chain and mangalsutra but
shot her when she resisted

their robbery attempt before
fleeing the scene. The injured

woman was rushed to
Sundargarh district hospital

but succumbed to her injuries.
She was reportedly seven

months pregnant. “At about 1
to 1.30 am today, a woman

was brought in with an
alleged gunshot wound but

was declared dead upon
arrival. We found one bullet
wound in her chest, but the
cause of death can only be

confirmed after autopsy,” Dr
Sanjay Kumar.

Miscreants in Odisha
kill pregnant woman

JJaaiippuurr:: It was just another
day in the field for Guddi

Devi, working and seeing her
five-year-old son play when

he suddenly disappeared into
a borewell pit, dug by his

father in the farm. An uncon-
scious Aryan was brought out
of the 150-ft borewell pit last

night after a 56-hour-long
operation. He was declared

dead at a hospital on
Thursday. “The child’s post-

mortem was done today and
the body was handed over to
the family. Aryan was one of

Guddi Devi’s five children,”
Nangal Rajawatan’s subdivi-
sion officer Yashwant Meena

said. The incident occurred
Monday afternoon in the

Kalikhad village of Dausa.
Drilling machines brought

from Jaipur, Dausa, and Sawai
Madhopur bored into the

ground for hours, testing the
patience of the kin. All this

while, Aryan’s mother kept on
fainting, while his father

cursed why he ever dug the
pit. The hole was dug three

years ago but it could never
be put to use and the work

never finished. — PTI

Boy retrieved from
pit declared dead

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: United Arab
Emirates (UAE) deputy

Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin

Zayed Al Nahyan reached
the capital on a visit that will

see him holding the fourth
edition of the strategic dia-

logue with New Delhi later in
the evening and the 15th edi-
tion of theJoint Commission

meeting on Friday. “UAE
deputy PM’s visit will further
strengthen the multifaceted

Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership between India

and the UAE,” the MEA said
on Thursday. The two

nations share very strong
strategic ties and the bilater-

al ties have strengthened
enormously in the past

decade.

UAE minister in
Delhi to review ties
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in the Zero Hour when the Chair
called the Congress member to
speak, who then made a refer-
ence to the alleged links between
a prominent industrialist of the
country and the BJP.

Presiding officer Jagdambika
Pal said the businessman’s
name will not go on records,
triggering protests from the
Opposition. Amidst protest, the
House was adjourned till 1 pm.
When the House resumed at 1
pm, noisy exchanges broke out
between the Opposition and the
BJP members. Following which,
Sandhya Ray, who was presiding
over the House, adjourned it till
2 pm.

Resuming the proceedings at 2
pm, the Lower House took up the
Disaster Management
(Amendment) Bill 2024 for con-
sideration and passing. The bill
seeks to empower the NDMA
and SDMA to prepare the disas-
ter plan at the national level and
state level instead of the nation-
al executive committee and the
state executive committee.

When the Rajya Sabha met at
11 am, the Chair wished birth-
day greetings to NCP(SP)’s
Sharad Pawar and BJP’s Harsh
Mahajan. Mr Dhankhar
informed that six notices to
adjourn the scheduled business
of the day have been rejected.
One of the notices included a
discussion on Allahabad high
court judge Shekhar Yadav’s
recent remarks on Muslims. The
Chair clarified that the issue can
only be discussed through sub-
stantive motions.

As several Opposition mem-
bers raised objections, Ms
Nadda criticised Mr Kharge for
holding a press conference and
criticising Mr Dhankhar.

“The Chairman’s ruling can-
not be questioned or criticised.
To do so is contempt of the
House and the Chairman,” Mr
Nadda said while quoting from
the rule book.

Citing Mr Kharge’s statement
made during a press conference
on Wednesday, Mr Nadda said
the Congress president criti-
cised the Chairman, which is
“objectionable and con-
demnable” and “sets a wrong
precedent.”

Refuting Mr Kharge’s allega-
tion that he was not given an
opportunity to speak in the
House, Mr Nadda said letters
were written by the Chair to the
LoP time and again to partici-
pate and come to the Chairman’s
chamber. But the LoP did not
visit the Chairman’s chamber
and also did not attend the last
meeting of the Business
Advisory Committee, he said.
The Congress has even tried to
demean the constitutional post
by criticising “the Chair as
cheerleaders” on its official
social media handle, he said.

Mr Nadda claimed that a sen-
ior Congress leader, an apparent
reference to former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi, was
seen making a video of the mim-
icry of the Chairman in the
recent past and said, “The
Congress has no interest in
democracy and no respect for
the parliamentary practices.”

The Leader of the House
charged that the press confer-
ence was held to divert attention
from the main issue. He asked
the Congress, “What is the rela-
tionship between Mr Soros and
(Congress parliamentary party
chairperson) Sonia Gandhi? The
country wants to know... Mr
Soros gives billions of dollars in
investment to destabilise the
country.”

This triggered further uproar
in the House. Mrs Gandhi was
present in the House. Mr
Dhankhar gave the floor to Mr
Kharge to respond to Mr
Nadda’s remark, but he could
not speak much as members of
the Treasury benches were on
their feet and began sloganeer-
ing. The House was adjourned
till 2 pm.

When the House reassembled
at 2 pm, TMC parliamentary
party leader Derek O’Brien tried
to raise a point of order. Amid
the ruckus, the Chairman said it
will not go on record. As sloga-
neering continued, Mr
Dhankhar called former prime
minister and JD(S) MP HD Deve
Gowda to speak. However, his
speech was drowned in the din.

Mr Kharge then tried to raise a
point of order. “House is not in
order. They are making reckless
allegations. You are listening
and encouraging... Democracy
runs on two wheels -- one is the
Opposition party, the other is
the ruling party and you are the
umpire. But if you take one-
sided decisions, it is a setback
for the country and democra-
cy...” Mr Kharge said.

Kharge hits out at BJP’s Soros jab
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1947. The dispute relating to
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid at Ayodhya was the
only exception under the 
law.

There are several cross peti-
tions that seek strict imple-
mentation of the 1991 law to
maintain communal harmony
and to preserve the present
status of mosques, sought to
be reclaimed by Hindus on 
the ground that they were tem-
ples before invaders razed
them.

Making it clear that the
bench will be examining the
“vires (legality), contours and
ambit” of the 1991 law and it
was imperative to ask other
courts to “stay off their
hands” till it passed any fur-
ther orders, the top court said,
“In pending suits, the courts
will not pass any effective
interim or final order, includ-
ing order of survey, till further
orders.”

Senior advocate J. Sai
Deepak, appearing for a Hindu
party, opposed the order
restraining all other courts
and said the parties should
have been heard before such a
direction.

The CJI said it was quite nat-
ural to ask courts not to pass
any order as the Supreme
Court was hearing the larger
issue. 

“Can the trial courts over-
reach the Supreme Court?”
asked the bench and said the
apex court was already deal-
ing with the validity of the

law.
The bench said if parties

insisted, then the matter could
be referred to a high court.

Observing that the top court
cannot decide the matter with-
out the Centre’s response, it
asked the Union to file its
reply to the pleas and cross
ones in four weeks.

The bench also granted
another four weeks to other
parties to file their rejoinder
after the Centre filed its reply.

Earlier, the top court had
issued notice to parties,
including the Centre, on the
lead petition in September
2022.

On Thursday, the apex court
also appointed nodal counsel
to assist it in the hearing on
the pleas, which will be listed
after eight weeks. The court
appointed advocates Kanu
Agarwal, Vishnu Shankar
Jain and Ejaz Maqbool as
nodal counsel to make compi-
lations on behalf of the Union,
the petitioners and the parties
supporting the Act, respective-
ly. 

When the bench asked: “How
many suits are pending now?”
One of the advocates for the
parties said a total of 18 suits
pertaining to 10 mosques were
pending in several courts
across the country.

“Ultimately, we will have to
hear the arguments,” the
bench said, observing the pri-
mary issue was with regard to
Sections 3 and 4 of the 1991
law. While Section 3 deals with
the bar of conversion of

places of worship, Section 4
pertains to declarations as to
the religious character of cer-
tain places of worship and the
bar of jurisdiction of courts,
etc.

The top court also allowed
the pleas of various parties,
including Muslim bodies,
seeking to intervene in the
proceedings.

The six pleas pending before
the top court have sought the
setting aside of Sections 2, 3
and 4 of the Act.

The petitioners have con-
tended that these sub-sections
of the 1991 law took away the
right of judicial remedy to
reclaim a place of worship of
any person or a religious
group.

Various Muslim parties,
including the Gyanvapi
Mosque management commit-
tee, moved the apex court to
oppose several pending peti-
tions that challenge the consti-
tutional validity of the 1991
law.

Listing a series of con-
tentious claims made over the
years concerning various
mosques and dargahs
(shrines), including the Shahi
Idgah Masjid in Mathura, the
Quwwat-ul-Islam Mosque near
Delhi’s Qutub Minar, the
Kamal Maula Mosque in
Madhya Pradesh, among oth-
ers, the mosque committee has
claimed that the petitions chal-
lenging the validity of the Act
were filed with “mischievous
intent” to facilitate lawsuits
against these religious sites. 

SC bars surveys on religious sites’ suits
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present during the meeting.

“We are yet to decide on a date for
the Cabinet expansion. The formula
has been decided and you will know
about it soon,” Mr Fadnavis said.

Separately, NCP chief Ajit Pawar
said the expansion of the
Maharashtra Cabinet could take
place on December 14. 

“As per my information, it will take
place on December 14,” the
Maharashtra deputy CM said. He
also denied that the Cabinet forma-
tion has been delayed due to 
differences among the alliance part-
ners -- the BJP, the Shiv Sena and 
the NCP -- over the number of
Cabinet berths and specific portfo-
lios.

According to some reports, there
are at least 10 departments, includ-
ing home, finance, revenue, urban
development, rural development,
energy, water resources, public
works, agriculture and excise, on
which there is no consensus in the
ruling alliance. Mr Fadnavis, howev-
er, denied that there are any disputes
in the alliance. 

“There is no issue with the expan-
sion of the Cabinet. I had come here
to meet my party leaders and discuss
who could be the ministers from the
BJP. Eknath Shinde will decide on
the ministers from the Shiv Sena and
Ajit dada will decide on the NCP
ministers,” he said.

Mr Fadnavis, though, refused to
reveal the date for the Cabinet expan-
sion. “We are yet to decide on a date
for the Cabinet expansion. The for-
mula has been decided and you will
know about it soon,” he added.

Fadnavis meets
Modi in Delhi

BHAGWAN PPARAB
MUMBAI, DEC. 12

The police have arrested
50 people in connection
with Parbhani violence,
which took place in reac-
tion to vandalisation of a
replica of the
Constitution held by the
statue of B.R. Ambedkar.
Maharashtra chief minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis
condemned the violence
stating that prompt
action had been taken
against the perpetr
ator.

“The mentally unstable

man involved in the van-
dalising of the replica
was arrested promptly.
Still, despite action being
taken, there was violence.
This is not acceptable.
Protests can be held by
abiding by the
Constitution,” Mr.
Fadnavis said.

A bandh was called on
Wednesday to protest the
incident, but the situation
spiraled out of control as
mobs engaged in arson
and vandalism, damaging
over 20 vehicles, shops,
and even the district col-
lector’s office.

Maha clashes: Over 50 held,
prohibitory orders continue

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY
RAIPUR, DEC 12

At least seven Maoists
were on Thursday gunned
down in an encounter with
security forces in south
Abujhmad under
Narayanpur district in
Bastar in Chhattisgarh
ahead of Union home min-
ister Amit Shah’s visit to
the Leftwing extremism-
hit region. “An anti-Naxal
operation was going on in
which our security forces
succeeded in killing seven
Naxals. I salute their
courage”, chief minister
Vishnu Deo Sai said in his
post on X.

A senior police officer
monitoring the counterin-
surgency operation said
that the encounter took
place at around three in the
morning in the forest of
south Abujhmad.

“Bodies of seven Maoists
have so far been recovered.
Encounter and search

operations were going on.
More casualties among the
Naxals are not ruled out”,
the police officer told this
newspaper requesting not
to be quoted since he was
not authorized to speak to

the media.
As per him, a joint team

of around 1,000 security
personnel, mobilised from
the four districts of
Narayanpur, Dantewada,
Kondagaon and Bastar,

launched search operation
in the jungles of south
Abujhmad following specif-
ic intelligence inputs on
the presence of some sen-
ior Naxal leaders along
with a large number of
armed Maoist cadres in the
area, preparing for a major
attack on the forces, the
police officer said.

Meanwhile, the National
Investigation Agency con-
ducted a series of searches
across three states on
Thursday in connection
with a Maoist supply chain
case, the federal probe
agency said. NIA teams
seized several digital
devices and incriminating
documents during the
searches in Chhattisgarh,
Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha, it said. The search-
es were conducted on the
premises linked to seven
accused in the case that
was originally registered
by the Chinturu police in
Andhra Pradesh following
the arrest of two accused.

MANOJ AANAND
GUWAHATI, DEC. 12

In what has triggered an
angry reaction from oppo-
sition camp, Assam chief
minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma here on Thursday
said that his government
has decided to reject the
Aadhar applications of
those whose families had
not applied for inclusion
in the National Register of
Citizens (NRC).

Pointing out that the
state government would
begin verification of
applicants for Aadhaar
cards in Assam soon, Mr
Sarma said that the deci-
sion to link Aadhaar
cards with NRC applica-
tions was announced in
September this year. 

He stated that the state
government decided to
issue a standard operating
protocol for future
issuance of Aadhaar
cards, which will make it
mandatory for one to fur-
nish their NRC Pointing

out that the Cabinet had
approved the proposal for
the implementation of an
SOP he said that the gen-
eral administration
department of the state
government would be the
nodal agency for its imple-
mentation, which would
be overseen by additional
district commissioners at
the district level and by
circle officers at the rev-
enue circle level.

Arguing that the arrest
of dozens of infiltrators
from Bangladesh has
forced them to strengthen

the system, the chief min-
ister said that after an
application is made for
Aadhar, the UIDAI will
send it to the state govern-
ment for verification, fol-
lowing which the circle
officer concerned would
check if the applicant or
their family had applied
for inclusion in the NRC.

“If it is found that there
was an application for
NRC, the circle officer will
go for field-level verifica-
tion as per Supreme Court
directives. After the offi-
cer is fully convinced, the
Aadhaar will be
approved,” he said.

Meanwhile, opposition
Congress and Trinamool
Congress on Thursday
criticised the Assam gov-
ernment’s decision to
make NRC application a
pre-condition for obtain-
ing an Aadhaar card, stat-
ing the state has turned
into a “banana republic”
under chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
and BJP.

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Thursday told the
Supreme Court that it
might revisit existing
criminal cases where its
stringent anti-gangsters
law was invoked and new
guidelines were being for-
mulated on its applica-
tion.

A bench of Justices
Surya Kant and Ujjal
Bhuyan told additional
golicitor-general K.M.
Nataraj, representing the
state government, “Some
of the provisions (of Uttar
Pradesh Gangsters and
Anti-Social Activities

(Prevention) Act) are dra-
conian. Government must
examine where it should
be applicable and where it
should not be appli
cable.”

In response, the ASG
said, “In compliance with
the court’s earlier order
the government is formu-
lating new guidelines on

applicability of the provi-
sions of the Uttar Pradesh
Gangsters and Anti-Social
Activities (Prevention)
Act. It is almost ready and
we will put it on record.
The existing cases will
also be examined on
whether the law should be
applicable or not.”

The bench recorded his
submission and said,
“Some guidelines are
being formulated and it
will be placed on record
for our consideration. List
in the first week of
January, 2025. The author-
ities may revisit the exist-
ing cases in view of the
revised guidelines to find
out if the Uttar Pradesh

Gangsters and Anti-Social
Activities (Prevention)
Act are required to be
pressed or not.”

The top court passed the
order on a plea of one
Gorakh Nath Mishra, who
has challenged an order of
the Allahabad high court
refusing to quash the 
FIR lodged against him
under the provisions of
the act.

The top court also tagged
another case seeking
quashing of charges
under the law with Mr
Mishra’s case saying the
state government had
agreed to revisit all the
cases in view of the new
proposed guidelines.

‘Banana republic’: Opp. on
Assam’s NRC-Aadhaar link
Admin to start verification of Aadhar applicants soon

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
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The Supreme Court has
ruled that mere harass-
ment is not sufficient to
hold someone guilty of
the offence of abetting
suicide, and there must be
clear evidence of direct or
indirect incitement.

A bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and P.B.
Varale remarked while
delivering a verdict on an
appeal challenging a
Gujarat high court order
refusing to discharge a
woman’s husband and her
in-laws for allegedly
harassing her and driving
her to suicide.

The apex court said:
“Mere allegations of
harassment are insuffi-
cient to establish guilt.

For a conviction, there
must be evidence of a pos-
itive act by the accused,
closely linked to the time
of the incident, that com-
pelled or drove the victim
to commit suicide.”

“Thus, in cases of death
of a wife, the court must
meticulously examine the
facts and circumstances of
the case, as well as assess
the evidence presented. It
is necessary to determine
whether the cruelty or
harassment inflicted on
the victim left them with
no other option but to end
their life,” it said.

Dealing with the plea

challenging the Gujarat
high court order, the apex
court noted a case was
registered in 2021 for the
alleged offences including
under Sections 498-A (sub-
jecting a married woman
to cruelty) and 306 of the
IPC which deals with the
offence of abetment of
suicide and prescribes a
maximum jail term of 10
years and fine.

“For a conviction under
Section 306 of the IPC, it is
a well-established legal
principle that the pres-
ence of clear mens rea -
the intention to abet the
act - is essential. Mere
harassment, by itself, is
not sufficient to find an
accused guilty of abetting
suicide,” the bench said 
in its December 10 judg-
ment.

‘To prove abetment to suicide,
mere harassment not enough’

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

The National
Investigation Agency  on
Thursday conducted
searches at 19 locations in
8 states across the coun-
try in a Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) terror
conspiracy case.

Several incriminating
documents, electronic
devices including mobile
phones, pen drives, CDs,
hard disks etc were seized
during the searches 
carried out at multiple
locations in the states 
of Assam, Maharas
htra, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, West Bengal, 
J&K, Rajasthan and
Gujarat.

The searches were con-
ducted at  the premises of
suspects/close aides of an
accused Sheikh Sultan
Salah Uddin Ayubi alias
Ayubi, a  Jaish-e-
Mohammad operative

who was arrested on
account of his incrimina-
tory role in the case.
Ayubi was taken into cus-
tody in October this year
for disseminating  propa-
ganda material associat-
ed with JeM, and radical-
ising and recru
iting youth into the
Jamaat outfit inspired by
JeM.

The locations at which
the searches were con-
ducted on Thursday were
Goalpara (Assam),
Aurangabad, Mumbai,
Amravati (MH), Jhansi,
Bareilly, Deoband,
Saharanpur (UP),
Sitamarhi (Bihar),
Hooghly (West Bengal),
Baramulla, Reasi,
Budgam, Anantnag
(J&K), Dungarpur
(Rajasthan), and
Mehsana (Gujarat), the
central anti- terror probe
agency said, adding that
further investigations in
this case is continued.

JeM conspiracy case:
NIA raids in 19 places 

■ NIA searches sites in 3 states linked to supply chain case

7 Maoists shot dead in Bastar
encounter, ops still underway

SRIDHAR
KUMARASWAMI
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

The Indian diaspora in
Portugal is completely
integrated with
Portuguese society and
has contributed
immensely to its devel-
opment, Portuguese for-
eign minister Paulo
Rangel said in the
Capital on Thursday.
Ahead of talks on Friday
with external affairs
minister (EAM) S.
Jaishankar, Mr. Rangel
said his country is “fully
committed” to strong
ties with India and
pointed out that this was
his first visit to Asia in
his current designation.

Speaking at an interac-
tion organised by think-
tank observer research
foundation (ORF), Mr.
Rangel referred to the
shared values between
the two nations includ-
ing democracy and
respect for human
rights.

Mr. Rangel also said
his country would
“invite” India to speak
to the “two sides”
(Ukraine and Russia) to
resolve the Ukraine con-
flict, even as he termed
Russia an aggressor that
did not respect the terri-
torial integrity of
Ukraine.

The minister also
pitched for stronger
bilateral trade ties in the
context of a proposed
free trade pact between
India and the European
Union (EU) of which
Portugal is a part.

Committed to
strong ties
with India:
Portugal FM◗ ◗ THERE MMUST be evi-

dence of positive act by
the accused that com-
pelled victim to end life,
says SC over conviction

◗ ◗ THE TTOP court passed
the order on a plea of one
Gorakh Nath Mishra, who
has challenged an order
of the Allahabad high
court refusing to quash
the FIR lodged against
him under the provisions
of the act

UP may revisit existing criminal cases 
‘Existing cases will be examined on whether law should be applicable or not’

Himanta Biswa Sarma

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DEC. 12

A red alert, indicating
an extremely heavy
rainfall forecast, has
been issued for three dis-
tricts in Kerala:
P a t h a n a m t h i t t a ,
Ernakulam, and Idukki.
Additionally.

The Central meteoro-
logical department has
declared a high alert for
central and southern
Kerala. 

An orange alert is in
effect for
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kollam, Alappuzha,
Kottayam, and Thri
ssur districts, while a
yellow alert has been
issued for all districts
except Kannur and
Kasargod.

Extremely heavy
rainfall alert in 
3 Kerala districts 

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
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Union home minister
Amit Shah will be on a
three-day visit to
Chhattisgarh’s Naxal-
affected areas from
December 14 during
which he will review the
law-and-order situation
in the state and also to
interact with surrendered
Naxals and locals,  the
sources said on Thursday.

During his visit starting
from December 14-16,  Mr

Shah will chair the high-
level security meeting in
the state’s capital in
Raipur,  to review the
region’s security situa-
tion and developmental
works in the region.

The home minister will
also present the presti-
gious President’s Police
Colors to the
Chhattisgarh police and
then he will travel to
Jagdalpur, where he will
interact with surrendered
Maoists, residents, and
intellectuals.

Shah’s 3-day visit to C’garh
Naxal-hit areas from Dec. 14 
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T
he Winter Session of Parliament has witnessed a series of curious
events with some having precedents but not the others. Most
notable among them was the notice to remove Jagdeep Dhankhar
as vice-president and Chairman of the Rajya Sabha but no less sur-

prising were the Treasury benches disrupting proceedings even as the
Opposition insisted it wanted the Houses to function at all costs.

It is the first time in the history of the Rajya Sabha that a mandatory 14-
day notice has been given for the removal of its chairman. Article 67 (b) of
the Constitution says a vice-president may be removed from office by pass-
ing a resolution in the Rajya Sabha which is agreed to by the Lok Sabha.
The notice precedes the resolution seeking his removal.

India is an electoral democracy where people are elected to their legisla-
tive posts through polls with the backing of political parties. The practice
for the elected representatives so far, however, has been to present them-
selves as representatives of the entire electorate. It is from this position
that they derive their moral authority to act in the name of all people.
Those holding portfolios of executive power such as ministers have often
been accused of acting in a partisan manner, but the Presidents and Vice-

Presidents have been honourable exceptions.
Mr Dhankhar, however, has proved to be an

exception among exceptions in terms of his
functioning as chairman of the Rajya Sabha in
the last two years. His interventions in the
House appear to be prompted by the thought
that the Opposition members are uninvited
guests there; even senior leaders do not get the
respect they are due. Leader of the Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge is spot on when he says the
chairman acts as the spokesperson of the gov-
ernment when he is supposed to be the custodi-
an of the rights of all the members. 

Given that the NDA has a majority both in the
Council of States as well as in the House of the

People, and that the alliance has already voiced its support for him, Mr
Dhankhar faces no immediate threat of losing his chair. It is up to him to
contemplate if he has been true to his constitutional responsibility, or
whether he should press ahead with the thought that his performance will
form part of the resume that he prepares for his next position.

After the disruptive interventions of the Opposition washed out the first
week of the Winter Session, it is now the turn of the Treasury benches to
ensure that no meaningful discussion happens in the Houses. The behav-
iour of the ruling party members borders on strangeness when they raise
media reports pointing to what they feel are questionable links Opposition
leaders have with questionable people. Why they would stall the Houses
instead of putting the Opposition leaders in the dock by allowing them to
function remains a mystery.

It has now dawned on the Opposition that they are the biggest losers in
the game of disruption and it wants the Houses to function. It should at
least now realise that the people have sent its members here to hold the
government to account for its sins of commission and omission.
Democracy becomes a winning proposition when all the players recognise
their roles and act responsibly.
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Parl held to ransom 
by both govt & Opp.

After the disruptive
interventions of the
Opposition washed

out the first week
of the Winter

Session, it is now
the turn of the

Treasury benches
to ensure that no

meaningful 
discussion occurs

T
here was huge
disappointment
across all devel-
oping countries
at the deal which

finally emerged at the
COP29 climate summit in
Baku, Azerbaijan, late last
month. The developed
countries had agreed to
increase the fund commit-
ment to help developing
countries to green their
economies from $100 bil-
lion annually, made at the
landmark 2015 Paris sum-
mit, but which was not ful-
filled consistently, to $300
billion annually. The
demand from the develop-
ing countries was for $1.3
trillion if Net Zero emis-
sions were to be achieved
by 2050 and the global tem-
peratures kept below 1.5
degrees Celsius above the
pre-industrial era levels.

The assurance was given
by the developed countries
that the gap in funding —
between $300 billion and
$1.3 trillion — would be
covered by tapping sources
other than governmental
funding, including multi-
lateral development banks
and private investors.

There was justifiable
scepticism on the part of
the developing economies
whether this target would
ever be reached.

The scepticism on the
part of developing
economies is indeed justi-
fied because raising funds
from the market to meet
climate change goals is
unrealistic because the pri-
vate investors look for
returns in a reasonable
time frame. The debate
about the participation of
the private sector in play-
ing a substantial role in
responding to climate
change challenges has
been going on for quite
some time. An argument
was offered during the
COP28 summit in Dubai in
2023 that the private sec-
tor’s global carbon emis-
sions were 70 per cent, and
that it had a responsibility

to help with the task of sup-
porting projects which will
help de-carbonise the econ-
omy. It is an argument that
needs to be kept alive and
many of the private sector
players are willing to do
their bit. Again, there is
scepticism how sincere
and effective the private
sector efforts would be.

In this either-or situa-
tion, there have been some
interesting developments
in Africa. They have not
received enough attention,
and they have not been
talked about. The African
leaders and policymakers
feel that they should not
depend any longer on the
largesse of the developed
world to meet the chal-
lenge of sustainable
growth and climate
change. They feel that they
should find their own ways
of raising funds collective-
ly in Africa and turn to the
markets in Africa and
across the world.

The African Develop-
ment Bank has joined
hands with the Climate
Investments Funds’
Capital Markets Mech-
anism, and the CIF has
announced its bond listing
at the London Stock
Exchange. The announce-
ment was made in Baku on
November 12. The CIF has
been in existence since
2008 and it has been sup-
porting climate change
projects across countries.
But the fund’s value is a
mere $12 billion, which can
be termed a drop in the
ocean. But it opens the
door to a global market
which should be of great
importance as the century
passed and the challenges
posed by climate change
would only increase.

It must be recognised
that the long-term trend is
that of declining growth in
the developed economies
due to a variety of reasons,
including the shift in man-
ufacturing base away from
these countries and to
Asia. So, the ability of the

governments of the
advanced economies
would shrink in the future.
Their responsibility as the
largest polluters remains
undisputable and it is
borne out by the cumula-
tive CO2 emission figures,
with the share of the
United States at 29 per cent
(457 billion tonnes) and
that of Europe, technically
referred to as EU 28, at 22
per cent (353 billion
tonnes), with China at a
relatively distant third
position at 12.7 per cent
(200 billion tonnes) and
India’s miniscule three per
cent (48 billion tonnes).
Russia, with its cumula-
tive CO2 emissions at six
per cent (101 billion
tonnes), stands between
China and India.

At the Africa Climate
Summit held in Nairobi in
July this year, releasing
the third edition of the Un-
ited Nations Development
Programme’s Africa In-
vestment Insights Report,
Maxwell Gomera of UNDP
Africa Sustainable
Finance Hub said:
“Through the UNDP
Africa Investment Insights
Report, we turn Africa’s
climate challenges into
investment opportunities
for the private sector, as
per the continent’s own
ambition captured in
national NDCs.”

Africa’s trust in the mar-
kets might look naïve
given the fact that the glob-
al markets have been
under stress even since the
worldwide financial reces-
sion of 2007-08 and the
Covid-19 pandemic inter-
ruption of 2020-22.
Countries are struggling to
get back to pre-Covid-19
levels of growth. The gen-
eral sentiment across the
globe, among the youth,
farmers and workers, is
against free markets and

in favour of protected mar-
kets behind tariff walls. It
is clear that governments
cannot bear the burden of
providing basic services to
the people if the markets
do not flourish. The social-
ist utopia simply cannot be
resuscitated. The private
sector must recover its ani-
mal spirits, and it must be
pressed into the service of
combating climate change
as well. India and China
and many other emerging
market economies have
successfully tapped the pri-
vate sector to spur growth.
So, the private sector can
be an effective pathway to
sustain the climate change
action plan. The example
of the African
Development Bank with
the Climate Investment
Fund shows that there can
be collaboration between
governments and the pri-
vate sector.

The challenge is to make
de-carbonisation a prof-
itable venture. This would
require a smart strategy of
making it demand-driven.
People now understand the
hazards of climate change,
from droughts and floods
to heat waves and cold
waves. They are feeling the
pain and the discomfort.
When people demand
change, things happen. As
long as developing coun-
tries depend on the devel-
oped economies, the devel-
oped economies will con-
tinue to call the shots. The
technological break-
throughs for the green
economy should now flow
from the developing
economies. Funds for
research and development
must be stepped up in
these countries. This could
also lead to the advanced
economies turning to the
Asian, African and Latin
American countries for
technology transfers. This
is not a wholly unrealistic
expectation. It needs intel-
lectual and entrepreneur-
ial breakthroughs. With a
bit of daring, it can be
done. Call it the Christo-
pher Columbus spirit. Set
out to reach the old eastern
ideal of ecological and eco-
nomic balance and you
will end up at a new place,
and new horizons open up.

The writer is a Delhi-
based commentator and

analyst

HELP HUSBANDS
The unfortunate case of
the Atul Santosh suicide
shows that there are a sig-
nificant number of hus-
bands suffering silently
because of stringent anti-
dowry provisions being
used by cold calculating
women to squeeze them
dry of their financial assets.
While the war of the roses
will never be eliminated in
a husband-wife relation-
ship, the allegations made
against the judge in what
can be safely taken as a
dying statement must
worry the nation most of
all. News of corruption in
the judiciary always came
out in whispers, but the
suicide note of the
deceased makes it clear as
to how the judges can
drive anybody to despair
with financial demands.

AAnntthhoonnyy  HHeennrriiqquueess
Mumbai

The challenge is 
to make 
de-carbonisation a
profitable venture.
This would require a
smart strategy of
making it demand-
driven. People now
understand the 
hazards of climate
change.
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Tap private sector for
climate change goals

Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s statement that inflation is a
major challenge faced by countries around the world and that no
country can solve it alone appears to have set an agenda for new RBI

governor Sanjay Malhotra, who took charge a few hours before she made
this statement. In his initial remarks after assuming office, the RBI gover-
nor said the central bank has to be alert and agile to meet challenges and
cannot remain stuck to continuity and stability.

The statements of Ms Sitharaman and Mr Malhotra, when seen together,
appear to hint at an imminent cut in repo rate during the Monetary Policy
Committee’s bimonthly review meeting in February. During the tenure of
Shaktikanta Das, the RBI remained squarely focused on controlling infla-
tion, sometimes even at the cost of sacrificing some economic growth.
Under Mr Malhotra, the RBI could focus on boosting economic growth.

The newfound urgency in New Delhi’s North Block as well as Mumbai’s
Mint Road to take measures to promote the economic growth has come
after the country’s GDP growth slumped to a seven-quarter low of 5.4 per
cent in the July-September quarter, which was much lower than even the
most pessimistic projections.

While it is true that the central bank does not have enough tools to con-
trol inflation, which was fuelled by supply shortage, the government as
well as RBI should remain conscious of the fact that inflation affects an
average family the most. The central government as well as state govern-
ments should, therefore, chip in to address supply issues to tame inflation.

India is, in fact, still a middle income country in terms of per capita
income, which is still nearly half of war-ravaged Iraq’s and slightly less
than Africa’s poverty-stricken Angola’s. The government should, there-
fore, try to balance economic growth and inflation, instead of leaning
towards any one of them.

FM, new RBI chief signal cut

Das leaves behind
robust legacy: Will

it be smooth sailing
under Malhotra?

LETTERS

A
s the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) pre-
pares for a leadership transition, all eyes
are on revenue secretary Sanjay
Malhotra, who has been appointed as the

new RBI governor for a three-year term starting
Wednesday. His appointment comes as the finan-
cial world speculates on the future of the outgoing
governor, Shaktikanta Das, whose extended
tenure concluded with the recent monetary policy
announcement.

Mr Das, a veteran babu with an uncanny ability
to sidestep contentious queries, has kept everyone
guessing about his plans. Even as whispers of a
behind-the-scenes campaign for an extension
swirl — fuelled by rumours of his visit to a
Chennai hospital — added to the prolonged
intrigue.

Mr Das’ tenure has been pivotal, marked by sta-
bility and a steady hand during turbulent times.
Appointed after the unexpected exit of Urjit Patel
in 2018, Mr Das steered the RBI through the pan-
demic-induced economic upheaval. His adminis-
tration delivered bold monetary measures, includ-
ing the latest CRR cut, which is expected to infuse
?1.16 lakh crores into the banking system.

Yet, the government’s choice of Mr Das — and
now Mr Malhotra — signals a clear preference for
seasoned administrators over candidates selected
solely on performance metrics. While Mr Das’
leadership underscored continuity and control, it
also spotlighted a shift away from independent-
minded central banking.

As Mr Malhotra steps into this high-stakes role,
the financial community will keenly watch how
he balances the RBI’s autonomy with the govern-
ment's expectations. The baton has been passed,
but the challenges of inflation, growth, and global
financial headwinds remain as pressing as ever.

CBI MOVES TOWARDS
MULTIDISCIPLINARY INVESTIGATIONS

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is get-
ting a makeover — or at least, that’s the idea
behind the new rules the government has notified.
The aim? To bring in more diversity at the super-
intendent of police (SP) level by opening up the
doors to professionals from outside the Indian
Police Service (IPS).

Until now, only 15 of the 75 SP-level deputation
posts could be filled by officers from non-police
backgrounds. That number has now been bumped
up to 18. It may not seem like a seismic shift, but in
bureaucracy-speak, even small tweaks signal
intent. The new rules allow half the SP posts in
CBI to be filled through deputation and the rest
through promotions. And it’s not just the IPS offi-
cers in the mix anymore. The expanded pool
includes members of All India Services, Central
Police Organisations, organized Group ‘A’ ser-
vices of the Central government, and even state
and Union Territory police organisations.

This shift isn’t just about filling seats but equip-
ping the CBI to handle complex financial crimes
and multidisciplinary investigations better.

Financial shenanigans today often demand exper-
tise beyond traditional policing—think forensic
auditing, financial analysis, and cybercrime
tracking. Having onboard officers with such skill
sets is a step in the right direction.

That said, the four-year cap on deputation
tenure remains intact. While it ensures a constant
inflow of fresh talent, it also means the clock is
ticking for these specialists to make an impact.

This move reflects a slow acknowledgement that
crime-solving in the 21st century needs more than
just a badge and a baton. It needs minds that think
differently — and now, the CBI seems ready to
embrace that change.

SEBI’S DILEMMA: EXTERNAL HIRES 
AND INTERNAL FRUSTRATIONS

Sebi is no stranger to turbulence, but the latest
row might signal deeper cracks within its ranks.
The appointment of Shikha Gupta, a former taxa-
tion head at Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL), as
executive director (ED) has reportedly ruffled
feathers among Sebi’s employees. Their con-
tention? A deep-seated belief that such positions
should go to internal candidates, not external
hires parachuting in.

This discontent comes amid a swirling contro-
versy surrounding Sebi chairperson Madhabi
Puri Buch, already under scrutiny following alle-
gations tied to the Hindenburg report. Adding fuel
to the fire is Ms Gupta’s rumored connection to
Buch — her husband’s longstanding association

with HUL raises questions about impartiality.
While the optics aren’t ideal, is the uproar entire-
ly justified? Critics argue that external appoint-
ments, though unsettling, can bring fresh perspec-
tives. Shikha Gupta’s corporate experience could
potentially inject Sebi with innovative approach-
es, especially in navigating taxation complexities.
Yet, this optimism is overshadowed by Sebi’s
internal dynamics. Its employees appear to view
this as another instance of sidelining its own tal-
ent — a sentiment exacerbated by memories of
Pramod Rao’s appointment from ICICI Bank in
2022, which triggered similar dissent. 

The larger issue here is the perceived erosion of
Sebi’s autonomy. When top roles are filled with
outsiders, particularly those linked to private sec-
tor powerhouses, it’s easy for whispers of crony-
ism to gain traction. For Sebi to maintain its cred-
ibility, it must address this trust deficit.
Transparent hiring practices and robust commu-
nication with its internal teams would go a long
way in quelling such revolts.

Ultimately, the question Sebi faces isn't just
about Ms Gupta's appointment - it's about whether
the regulator is doing enough to balance internal
aspirations with the need for external expertise.
Getting that balance right is critical for its future.

Love them, hate them ignore them at national
peril, is the babu guarantee and Dilip’s belief.

Share significant babu escapades
dilipcherian@hotmail.com.

Subhani

Dilip Cherian

A BAROMETER!
TTHHEE  BBUUZZZZ surrounding the Oxford
Word of the year — “brain rot” — is not
without reason. The annual tradition
of dictionaries picking a Word of the
Year has become more than a mere lin-
guistic exercise – it serves as a cultural
barometer, reflecting the collective
ethos, mood and preoccupation of soci-
ety at a specific moment of time. Thus
Cambridge has named “manifest” as
its selection and Collins chose “brat”.

SSaannkkaarr  PPaauull  
Chakdaha, West Bengal

SELFISH CONGRESS
TTHHEE  AAAAPP and the Congress have both
announced that they will not form an
alliance in Delhi for the upcoming elec-
tions. Both are constituents of the
INDIA bloc and fought the Lok Sabha
elections together in May this year.
Hence their fighting separately now
may affect both the parties and will be
an advantage to the BJP. Sadly, it
appears that both the parties have not
learnt any lessons from the Haryana
Assembly elections which they contest-
ed separately as well. The AAP is car-
rying the weight of anti-incumbency on
its shoulders and the Congress wanted
no part of it. We have to wait till
February to know the outcome of such
selfishness.

DD..BB..  MMaaddaann  
New Delhi

Parsa
Venkateshwar 
Rao Jr

Dilli Ka Babu



Syria govt to suspend
Parl for three months
Kurdish administration to adopt Syria’s independence flag
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DDaammaassccuuss,,  QQaammiisshhllii,,
RRoommee,,  DDeecc..  1122:: Syria’s new
government spokesman
told AFP on Thursday the
country’s Constitution
and Parliament would be
suspended for the durati-
on of the three-month
transition period follow-
ing president Bashar al-
Assad’s ouster.

The semi-autonomous
Kurdish adminstration
that holds swathes of Syr-
ia’s northeast said on
Thursday it will adopt the
three-starred independen-
ce flag used by the opposi-
tion, after rebels toppled
president Assad.

The Kurdish authority
said it has “decided to rai-
se the Syrian (independ-
ence) flag on all councils,
institutions, administra-
tions and facilities affiliat-
ed with the Autonomous
Administration”

Leaders of the Group of
Seven (G7) powers said on
Thursday they were ready
to support the transition
to an “inclusive and non-
sectarian” government in
Syria after Assad’s rule.

They called for the prot-
ection of human rights,
including those of women
and minorities, while em-
phasising “the importan-
ce of holding the Assad
regime accountable for its
crimes”.

“A judicial and human
rights committee will be
established to examine the
Constitution and then
introduce amendments,”
Obaida Arnaout told AFP.

The current Constituti-
on dates back to 2012 and
does not specify Islam as
the state religion.

Rebels led by the Islam-
ist militant group Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham seized the
capital Damascus on Sun-
day, sending Assad fleeing
into exile.

On Tuesday, they named

Mohammed al-Bashir,
who headed the rebels’
self-proclaimed “Salvation
Government” in their
northwestern bastion of
Idlib, as the country’s
transitional Prime Mini-
ster until March 1.

Arnaout said a meeting
would be held on Tuesday
“between Salvation Gove-
rnment ministers and the
former ministers” of Ass-
ad’s administration to car-
ry out the transfer of po-
wer. “This transitional pe-
riod will last three mont-
hs,” he added in an inter-
view with AFP. “Our prio-
rity is to preserve and pro-
tect institutions.” 

Speaking at the state tel-
evision headquarters, now
seized by the new rebel
authorities, Arnaout
pledged that they would
institute “the rule of law”.

“All those who commit-
ted crimes against the
Syrian people will be
judged.” — AFP

EEddggeewwaatteerr,,  DDeecc..  1122:: A rash
of unexplained drone
sightings in the skies
above New Jersey has left
locals rattled and sent US
officials scrambling for
answers. Breathless local
news reports have ampli-
fied the anxious sky-gaz-
ing and wild speculation
— interspersing blurry,
dark clips from social
media with irate locals
calling for action.

For weeks now, the dis-
tinctive blinking lights
and whirling rotors of
large unmanned aerial
vehicles have been spotted

across the state west of
New York. But military
brass, elected representa-
tives and investigators
have been unable to
explain the recurring UFO
phenomenon.

Sam Lugo, 23, who works
in the Club Studio gym in
New Jersey’s Bergen
county, one of the corners
of the state that has seen
several drone sightings,
called the reports “crazy”.

“It’s pretty concerning
they were sighted... with-
out explanation. It can be
alarming,” he said.

Officials, including the

governor, have called on
people not to be alarmed
but have not yet offered an
explanation for the aerial
activity. “I’ve seen them
every night since Thank-
sgiving, they’re smaller
than my Jeep,” wrote X
user Gus Seretis.

“They hover just about
tree height or a little high-
er,” he added, describing
them as like aircraft too
small for a pilot and vow-
ing to “shoot at one if it
comes low enough”.

New Jersey congress-
man Chris Smith wrote to
the Pentagon on Tuesday
demanding answers.

“There have been numer-
ous instances of unma-
nned aerial systems flying
over New Jersey, includ-
ing in close proximity to
sensitive sites and critical
infrastructure, to include
military installations loc-

ated in my district,” he
wrote to defence secretary
Lloyd Austin.

Smith said he had been
told that more than a
dozen drones pursued a
Coast Guard lifeboat over
the weekend.

The lawmaker then
spent “hours” monitoring
the night sky with the
sheriff of Ocean County,
the location of a number
of sightings, according to
his office. The Pentagon,
the nerve centre of the US
military, insists the
objects are not “US mili-
tary drones”. — AFP

US mystery drones confound officials
Local news reports amplify sky-gazing, wild speculationRARE || SIGHTINGS

Kylian MMbappe

SWEDEN RAPE
PROBE AIMED AT
MBAPPE ENDS
SSttoocckkhhoollmm,,  DDeecc..  1122:: An
investigation into alleg-
ed rape and sexual assa-
ult in Stockholm which
Swedish media said tar-
geted Real Madrid for-
ward Kylian Mbappe has
been closed due to insuf-
ficient evidence, the
Swedish prosecutor said
on Thursday.

Mbappe, the 25-year-
old Frenchman who is
one of the highest-pro-
file players in world foot-
ball, had visited the
Swedish capital from
October 9 to 11 with a
group of people after he
was left out of his coun-
try’s squad for a Nations
League match.

Sweden’s prosecution
authority announced on
October 15 that it was
investigating an alleged
incident that occurred at
an upscale Stockholm
hotel on October 10,
without mentioning the
suspect by name.

Several Swedish media
outlets, including news-
papers Aftonbladet and
Expressen and public
broadcaster SVT, had
identified Mbappe as the
suspect. — AFP

SHORT TAKES

TAIWAN DETECTS
16 CHINESE 
WARSHIPS

TTaaiippeeii,,  DDeecc..  1122:: Taiwan said on
Thursday it detected 16
Chinese warships in waters
around the island, one of the
highest numbers this year, as
Beijing intensifies military
pressure on Taipei.

The navy vessels, along with
34 Chinese aircraft, were spot-
ted near Taiwan in the 24 hours
to 6.00 am (2200 GMT)
Thursday, according to the
defence ministry’s daily tally.

Beijing has been holding its
biggest maritime drills in
years from near the southern
islands of Japan to the South
China Sea, Taiwan authorities
said this week.

IMRAN, WIFE
INDICTED IN ONE

MORE GRAFT CASE
IIssllaammaabbaadd,,  DDeecc..  1122:: A Pakistani
court indicted imprisoned for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan and his wife on fresh
charges of illegally selling sta-
te gifts on Thursday, local bro-
adcaster Geo reported.

The indictment was the latest
in dozens of cases against the
72-year-old former cricket star,
who has been in jail since late
last year. Khan and his wife
Bushra Bibi have already been
granted bail in the case.

These charges revolve around
allegations that Khan and his
wife illegally procured and
then sold gifts worth more than
140 million rupees.

LULA RECOVERING
FROM SECOND

SURGERY: DOCTOR

DAY CARE FREE IN
JAPAN TO BOOST

BIRTH RATE

SSaaoo  PPaauulloo,,  DDeecc..  1122:: Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva underwent a second pro-
cedure on Thursday morning
following his emergency brain
surgery earlier this week, his
doctor said, adding the opera-
tion was successful.

“The president is awake and
speaking,” Roberto Kalil Filho
told reporters after the surgery,
which lasted about an hour.

Doctors at Sao Paulo’s Sirio-
Libanes Hospital had already
operated on the leftist leader
for about two hours on Tuesday
to drain bleeding between his
brain and meningeal mem-
brane.

TTookkyyoo,,  DDeecc..  1122:: Tokyo plans to
make day care free for all pre-
school children starting in Se-
ptember, the city governor has
announced as part of efforts to
boost Japan’s low birth rate.

The move aims to reduce the
financial burden on families by
expanding a policy of free day
care for second-born and sub-
sequent children to first-borns
as well.

While many developed coun-
tries are struggling with low
birth rates, the problem is par-
ticularly acute in Japan where
the population has been declin-
ing for years.

MACRON LIKELY
TO NAME NEW

FRENCH PM
PPaarriiss,,  DDeecc..  1122:: French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron was
expected to name a new prime
minister a week after MPs top-
pled the government, shorten-
ing a visit to Poland amid a tor-
rent of criticism over the pro-
longed political crisis.

Macron had promised to
name a replacement govern-
ment chief within 48 hours of
meeting party leaders on
Tuesday, participants said.

But he remains confronted
with the complex political
equation that emerged from
July’s snap parliamentary poll:
How to secure a government
against a no-confidence vote.

KYRGYZSTAN TO
CHANGE ITS

NATIONAL ANTHEM
BBiisshhkkeekk,,  DDeecc..  1122:: Kyrgyzstan
said that it would change its
national anthem, deeming it
too reminiscent of the Soviet
era, in the latest move to
update its state symbols and
strengthen national identity.

The official Kabar news age-
ncy said a parliamentary com-
mission had been formed to
look into ditching the current
anthem, which was adopted in
1991 and has the same melody
as the old Soviet one. President
Sadyr Japarov said it glorified
only independence, not a “fully
constituted” state with a “5,000-
year-old history”.

Syrians wait to cross into Syria from Turkey at the Oncupinar border gate, near the
town of Kilis, in southern Turkey, on Thursday. — AP

SYRIAN WHOSE MERKEL SELFIE WENT
VIRAL WANTS TO STAY IN GERMANY
BBeerrlliinn,,  DDeecc..  1122:: Almost a
decade ago, a Syrian refu-
gee’s selfie with German-
y’s then chancellor Angela
Merkel went viral. Today,
Anas Modamani has a job,
a German passport and a
fiancee and no plans to
return home.

While right-wing politi-
cians in Europe have been
quick to demand that Sy-
rians “go home” after the
fall of president Bashar al-
Assad, Modamani’s story
typifies how many have
put down roots in their
host countries.

“I am a Berliner, I have
my life here,” said the 27-
year-old cameraman who
arrived in the German
capital in 2015 at the age of
18, and is now part of the
Syrian refugee communi-
ty in Europe. — AFP

Immediate ceasefire in
Gaza, demands UNGA
UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss,,  CCaaiirroo,,
DDeecc..  1122:: The UN General
Assembly has overwhelm-
ingly approved resoluti-
ons demanding an imme-
diate ceasefire in Gaza
and backing the UN
agency for Palestinian
refugees that Israel has
moved to ban. The votes in
the 193-nation world body
were 158-9, with 13 absten-
tions to demand a cease-
fire now and 159-9 with 11
abstentions in support of
the agency known as
UNRWA. 

Israel killed 13 Palestin-
ians in two airstrikes on
Thursday that Gaza med-
ics and Hamas said were
part of a force protecting
humanitarian aid trucks,
but Israel’s military said
they were Hamas mili-
tants trying to hijack the
shipment.

Many of those killed in
the attacks on Rafah and
Khan Younis in southern
Gaza had links to Hamas,
medics and Palestinian
residents said. The 13
were among 36 Palestini-
ans killed in separate Is-
raeli attacks on Thursday,
the medics said.

The votes culminated
two days of speeches over-
whelmingly calling for an
end to the 14-month war
between Israel and the
militant Hamas group.
Israel and the US were in
a tiny minority speaking
and voting against the res-
olutions. — Agencies

Israeli soldiers with the national flag stand on an
armoured vehicle after crossing the security fence near
the so-called Alpha Line, in the town of Majdal Shams,
on Thursday. — AP

54 scribes killed in
’24: Media group
PPaarriiss,,  DDeecc..  1122:: Fifty-four
journalists were killed
worldwide while carrying
out their work or because
of their profession in
2024, a third of them by
the Israeli army, accord-
ing to an annual report by
Reporters Without Borde-
rs published on Thursday.

According to the press
freedom NGO, Israeli ar-
med forces were responsi-
ble for the deaths of 18
journalists this year — 16
in Gaza and two in
Lebanon. “Palestine is the
most dangerous country
for journalists, recording

a higher death toll than
any other country over
the past five years,” RSF
said in its annual report.

The organisation has
filed four complaints with
the International Crimi-
nal Court for “war crimes
committed against journ-
alists by the Israeli army.” 

It said that in total
“more than 145” journal-
ists had been killed by the
Israeli forces in Gaza
since the start of the war
there in October 2023,
with 35 of them working
at the time of their deat-
hs, RSF said. — AFP

Biden commutes 1,500
sentences, pardons 39
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecc..  1122::
President Joe Biden is
commuting the sentences
of roughly 1,500 people
who were released from
prison and placed on
home confinement during
the Coronavirus pandem-
ic and is pardoning 39
Americans convicted of
non-violent crimes.

It’s the largest single-day
act of clemency in mod-
ern history. The commuta-
tions announced on Thu-
rsday are for people who
have served out home con-
finement sentences for at
least one year after they
were released. 

Prisons were uniquely
bad for spreading the
virus and some inmates
were released in part to
stop the spread. At one
point, 1 in 5 prisoners had
Covid-19, according to a
tally kept by The Associ-
ated Press. Biden said he
would be taking more ste-
ps in the weeks ahead and
would continue to review
clemency petitions. 

The second largest sin-
gle-day act of clemency
was by Barack Obama,
with 330, shortly before
leaving office in 2017.
“America was built on the
promise of possibility and
second chances,” Biden
said in a statement. 

“As President, I have the
great privilege of extend-

ing mercy to people who
have demonstrated remo-
rse and rehabilitation, re-
storing opportunity for
Americans to participate
in daily life and contrib-
ute to their communities,
and taking steps to rem-
ove sentencing disparities
for non-violent offenders,
especially those convicted
of drug offences.” 

The clemency follows a
broad pardon for his son
Hunter, who was prosecut-
ed for gun and tax crimes.
Biden is under pressure
from advocacy groups to
pardon broad swaths of
people, including those on
federal death row, before
the Trump administrati-
on takes over in January. 

He’s also weighing whet-
her to issue preemptive
pardons to those who inve-
stigated Trump’s effort to
overturn the results of
the 2020 presidential elec-
tion and are facing possi-
ble retribution. — AP

Joe BBiden Kari LLake

TRUMP TAPS
LAKE TO HEAD
MEDIA OP. VOA

FBI director to quit for Patel
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecc..  1122:: FBI
director Christopher
Wray has announced his
decision to resign at the
end of US President Joe
Biden’s term in January,
paving the way for Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trum-
p’s nominee Indian-Amer-
ican Kash Patel to take
charge of the country’s
top investigating agency. 

The move has been welc-
omed by Trump. “After
weeks of careful thought,

I have decided the right
thing for the bureau is for
me to serve until the end
of the current administra-
tion in January.” — PTI

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecc..  1122:: US
President-elect Donald
Trump on Wednesday
appointed election denier
Kari Lake to be the new
director of Voice of
America, the state-funded
international media
organisation.

VOA has reach around
the world, with program-
ming in a slew of African,
Asian and European lan-
guages, including Somali,
Dari and French.

It receives US funding
but is generally consid-
ered a reliable, independ-
ent media operation.

However, previous lead-
ership under Trump’s
first administration came
under fire for politicising
the outlet. — AFP

Christopher WWray ((L) aand
Kash PPatel

‘Joy Bangla’: End
to B’desh slogan

OZ TO FORCE TECH TITANS TO PAY
FOR NEWS SHARED ON PLATFORMS
SSyyddnneeyy,,  DDeecc..  1122:: Australia
will force Meta and
Google to pay for news
shared on their platforms
under a new scheme un-
veiled on Thursday,
threatening to tax them if
they refuse to strike deals
with local media.

Traditional media com-
panies the world over are
in a battle for their sur-
vival as precious advertis-
ing dollars are hoovered
up online. 

Australia wants big tech
companies to compensate
local publishers for shar-
ing news links that drive
traffic to their platforms,
an idea they have baulked
at in the past.

“It is important that dig-
ital platforms play their
part. They need to sup-
port access to quality
journalism that informs
and strengthens our de-
mocracy,” communicat-
ions minister Michelle
Rowland said.

Social media platforms
with Australian revenue
of more than $160 million
a year will be taxed a still-
to-be-decided figure ear-
marked to pay for news.

However, the social me-
dia platforms can avoid
paying the tax if they vol-
untarily enter into com-
mercial agreements with
Australian media compa-
nies. — AFP

DDhhaakkaa,,  DDeecc..  1122:: Bangla-
desh Supreme Court has
stayed a High Court verd-
ict that declared ‘Joy Ban-
gla’ — popularised by Ba-
ngbandhu Sheikh Mujib-
ur Rahman — as the co-
untry’s national slogan.

Rahman’s daughter
Sheikh Hasina was oust-
ed as prime minister on
August 5. Recently, the
country’s central bank
decided to remove Rahm-
an’s image from currency
notes. Following the
change of government,
the state moved to sus-
pend the High Court’s rul-
ing and on December 2
filed the leave to appeal
petition with the SC seek-
ing stay on the High
Court verdict of March
10, 2020. 

A four-member bench of
the Appellate Division
headed by Chief Justice
Syed Refaat Ahmed on
Tuesday passed the order
on the ground that the
national slogan is a mat-
ter of the government’s
policy decision and the
judiciary cannot interfere
in this issue. 

The full bench of the
Appellate Division head-
ed by Chief Justice Syed
Refaat Ahmed passed the
order following a leave to
appeal petition filed by
the government challeng-
ing the High Court judge-
ment, newspaper Daily
Star said on Wednesday. 

“‘Joy Bangla’ will not be
considered as the nation-
al slogan following this

Appellate Division order,”
said Additional Attorney
General Aneek R. Haque,
who appeared for the gov-
ernment during the hear-
ing. After ousted prime
minister Sheikh Hasina
fled the country following
a students’ protest on
August 5, an interim gov-
ernment headed by Chief
Adviser Muhammad
Yunus took over on
August 8. 

Following the change of
government, the state mo-
ved to suspend the High
Court’s ruling and on
December 2 filed the leave
to appeal petition with
the SC seeking stay on the
High Court verdict of
March 10, 2020. — PTI

Sheikh MMujibur RRahman

EU LETS BULGARIA,
ROMANIA ENTER
SCHENGEN AREA
SSooffiiaa,,  DDeecc..  1122:: EU states
on Thursday cleared
Bulgaria and Romania
to become full members
of the borderless Sche-
ngen zone from the start
of next year, officials
said, following a 13-year
wait for the two eastern
European nations.

“It is a historic mome-
nt to finally welcome
Bulgaria and Romania,”
said interior minister
Sandor Pinter of Hunga-
ry, whose country holds
the EU’s rotating presi-
dency. The two coun-
tries, both members of
the European Union
since 2007, were partial-
ly integrated into the
free movement zone in
March, opening up trav-
el by air and sea without
border checks.

But Austria held up th-
eir full entry over migra-
tion concerns, which
meant that controls still
applied at their land
routes. Vienna announc-
ed on Monday that it
would not use its veto at
Thursday’s meeting of
EU ministers, paving the
way for the two to
become full members
from January 1, 2025.

Romania and Bulgaria
“strongly” welcomed
their full entry.

“This is a historic deci-
sion, marking the end of
the process of accession
of the two countries to
the EU free movement
area, a key objective of
both Bulgaria and
Romania.” — AFP

TRUMP INVITES XI
TO INAUGURATION
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecc..  1122:: US
President-elect Donald Tr-
ump has invited Chinese
President Xi Jinping and
other foreign leaders to
his inauguration next
month in Washington, a
Trump transition spok-
esperson said on Thur-
sday. — Reuters

American
man freed
DDaammaassccuuss,,  DDeecc..  1122:: An
American who says he
crossed into Syria on foot
is now free after seven
months in detention.

Travis Timmerman told
the Al-Arabiya TV net-
work in an interview on
Thursday that he had been
treated well. He said he
had crossed into Syria
from Lebanon on a
Christian pilgrimage.

He appeared in videos
circulating online earlier
in the day in which rebels
said they had located him
and were keeping him
safe. — AP

●● A FFOUR-MMEMBER ben-
ch of the Appellate Divisi-
on headed by Chief Justi-
ce Syed Refaat Ahmed on
Tuesday passed the order
on the ground that the
national slogan is a mat-
ter of the government’s
policy decision and the
judiciary cannot interfere
in this issue.
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INDICATORS %
Sensex 81,289.96 -0.29
Nifty 50 24,548.70 -0.38
S&P 500* 6,078.27 -0.10
Dollar (`) 84.86 -0.02
Pound Sterling (`) 108.27 -0.25
Euro (`) 89.20 -0.13
Gold (10gm)* (`) 77,900▼1,102 -1.39
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 72.53 -1.35
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.736 0.018
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 4.277 0.006 

* As of 8:30 PM IST

L&T's data centre
biz onboards
major customer
Larsen and Toubro (L&T) said
its data centre business L&T-
Cloudfiniti has on boarded the
first major customer at its
hyperscale data centre in
Sriperumbudur near Chennai.
The centre has a built-in capac-
ity of 30 MW, of which 12 MW
colocation-ready capacity islive
across two floors. The client
has rented as much as 6 MW IT
load capacity. The tenure of
the contract is 10 years.

NLC’s new power
plant begins
commercial ops
State-owned NLC India Ltd
(NLCIL) on Thursday said its
first supercritical thermal
power plant in Uttar Pradesh
has begun commercial opera-
tion. “The successful commis-
sioning of the first supercritical
power plant of NLCIL at
Ghatampur marks a historic
milestone in our journey
towards energy sustainability.
We remain steadfast in our
resolve to operationalise the
remaining units,” NLCIL chair-
man and managing director
Prasanna Kumar Motupalli said.

FinX raises $6 mn
seed funding
from Elevar 
Skilling platform FinX said it
has secured $6 million seed
funding from Elevar Equity for
product and geographical
expansion and diversification
into IT skill training, among
others. This funding will help in
enhancing its technology plat-
form for creating scalable solu-
tions, the company said. FinX
works to bridge gaps between
formal education and employa-
bility in the banking, financial
services, and Insurance sectors.

Adani Green
Energy’s arm sets
up solar project
Adani Green Energy on
Thursday said its arm has com-
missioned a 250 MW solar
power project at Badi Sid in
Jodhpur. Total operational
renewable generation capacity
has increased to 11,434 MW, a
BSE filing said. Adani Green
Energy Twenty Five Ltd, a
step-down subsidiary of Adani
Green Energy has commis-
sioned the solar power project
in Jodhpur, according to the 
exchange filing.

Lower food prices ease
retail inflation to 5.48%
Industry hopeful of revival in consumption growth in near future
MADHUSUDAN SSAHOO
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

With the significant eas-
ing of food prices, espe-
cially vegetables, India's
retail inflation slowed to
5.48 per cent in November
as compared to 6.21 per
cent in October. Though it
breached the central
bank’s 6 per cent upper
tolerance band, this is a
sharp drop from the previ-
ous month, showing a pos-
itive sign of the economy. 

With the sign of easing
food prices, industry
experts are of the view
that 'green shoots' are vis-
ible on the consumption
front as food inflation has
started receding and hope-
ful for a revival in con-
sumption growth in the
near future.

As per the data by
National Statistics Office
(NSO), the inflation in the
food basket reduced to 9.04
per cent in November,
while it was 10.87 per cent
in October and 8.70 per
cent in November 2023.
“But the CPI-based head-
line inflation increased
from an average of 3.6 per
cent during July-August
to 5.5 per cent in
September and further to
6.2 per cent in October
2024, the highest in more
than a year since
September 2023,” the NSO
data said.

“During the month of
November, a significant
decline in inflation is
observed in vegetables,
pulses and products,
sugar and confectionery,
fruits, eggs, milk and
products, spices, trans-
port and communication
and personal care and
effects subgroups,” the
NSO data said.

Earlier this month, the
RBI kept interest rates

steady but reduced the
cash reserve ratio for
banks to ease monetary
conditions and support
growth. The RBI also
raised the inflation projec-
tion for the current fiscal
to 4.8 per cent from 4.5 per
cent, saying that the lin-
gering food price pres-
sures are likely to keep
headline inflation elevat-
ed in the Dec. quarter.

Outgoing RBI governor
Shaktikanta Das also
highlighted challenges
confronting the Indian
economy, including restor-
ing growth-inflation bal-
ance.

“We are optimistic
about the rabi crop, con-
sidering the favourable
impact of high reservoir
storage and the ensuing
La Nina conditions on
sowing and crop yields,
even as the low inventory
levels of DAP pose a con-
cern,” sadi Aditi Nayar,
chief economist, Icra.

Steel mfg capacity
usage to hit 78%
SANGEETHA GG.
WITH AAGENCY IINPUTS
CHENNAI, DEC. 12

The capacity utilisation of
the domestic steel indus-
try is set to drop to 78 per
cent for the first time in
four years. In order to
check unprecedented
imports, the government
is considering imposing a
25 per cent duty on steel
imports.

Cheaper imports from
China and countries
under Free Trade
Agreement along with
ongoing capacity addition
can lead to capacity utili-
sation of domestic steel
mills dropping from 85 per
cent in FY2024 to an esti-
mated 78 per cent in the
current fiscal, the lowest
we have seen in the last
four years.

The domestic steel
industry witnessed an all-
time high capacity addi-
tion of 18.2 million tonnes
per annum last fiscal, and
in the current year, anoth-
er 15.3 mtpa of new capac-
ity is lined up for commis-
sioning. Further, in the
next seven years, domes-
tic mills are targeting to
increase the domestic
installed capacity by 50
per cent with addition of
90-95 mtpa. This would
entail a large investment
pipeline of $45-50 billion.

However, currently steel
mills are struggling to

protect their market share
from cheaper imports as
they are expected to see a
slower growth of 5 per
cent in domestic finished
steel production in the
current fiscal.

India’s finished steel
imports during April-
October surged to a seven-
year high at 5.7 million
metric tons. While China
accounted for 30 per cent
of the steel imports to
India in 7M FY2025, 59 per
cent of imports were from
FTA countries like Japan,
South Korea and Vietnam.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment is considering a pro-
posal to impose safeguard
duty on steel imports.

On Dec.2, the steel min-
istry in a meeting with the
commerce dept had pro-
posed for a 25 per cent
safeguard duty on certain
steel products imported
into the country, PTI
reported. A final call on
the duty can be taken by
the finance ministry on
recommendations of the
ministry of commerce. 

CENTRE BRINGS
GREEN STEEL
EMISSION NORMS

GOVT WORKING ON
MECHANISM TO
ASSESS AI SAFETY 

Sectoral funds, ETFs aid
NFOs raise `1.02 lakh cr  
RAVI RRANJAN PPRASAD
MUMBAI, DEC. 12

Sectoral or thematic
funds, passive funds both
based on index and
exchange traded funds
(ETFs) dominated new
fund launches in the
mutual fund industry in
calendar year 2024 which
saw record new fund offer-
ings (NFOs) and collec-
tions during the launch
period.

The current year has
seen 196 NFOs so far till
November compared to
168 NFOs in 2023. 

Faster approval from
market regulator
Securities and Exchange
Board of India is also
helping fund houses in
launching NFOs in a
shorter time period.

Some NFOs are still get-
ting launched in
December month which
would easily take the total
NFO tally beyond 200
mark with SBI Quant
fund, Union Active
Momentum Fund, BOI
Consumption Fund,
Aditya Birla Sun Life

Conglomerate Fund,
Mirae Asset New Age
Consumption ETF open
for subscription now
while DSP Business Cycle
Fund NFO closed on
Dec.11.

Moreover, NFOs saw
much higher collections
in 2024 during the crucial
launch period, reaching
`1,02,667 crore as on
November 30, as per
monthly data released by
Association of Mutual
Funds in India. In 2023,
168 NFOs had collected
`63,854 crore.

Sector or thematic funds
in the pure equity fund
category are seeing
numerous launches with
big collections from SBI
Energy Opportunities
Fund (`6,700 crore) in
February, HDFC Manufac-
turing Fund  (`9,563 crore)
in May setting the pace for
other fund houses.

Edelweiss Business Cyc-
le Fund and ICICI Prud-
ential Energy Opportu-
nities Fund (approximate-
ly `8,500 crore ) together
collected about `9,790
crore in July.

Irdai considering to rework bancassurance biz norms
FALAKNAAZ SSYED
MUMBAI, DEC. 12

The insurance regulator
is considering bringing in
regulations to cap the
share of a parent bank in
the bancassurance busi-
ness of its life insurance
subsidiary. According to
sources, the Insurance
Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority of India
(Irdai) wants insurers to
diversify their distribu-
tion channels and sell
their products to cus-
tomers of multiple banks
instead of selling policies
to just promoter bank cus-

tomers, a source said on
Thursday.

Currently, several insur-
ance companies promoted
by banks get 80-90 per cent
of their new sales from

parent banks.
The regulator may ini-

tially release a draft expo-
sure or consultation paper
to gather stakeholder feed-
back before implementing

any final rules.
According to the source,

the IRDAI wants to reduce
concentration risk due to
over reliance on a bank
and encourage insurers to

form partnerships with
multiple banks to ensure a
diversified bancassurance
network.

The regulator also wants
brokers to expand foot-
print beyond the metro
cities and would be acting
tough when the brokers
approach the regulator to
renew their licenses. An
insurance broker needs to
renew their license every
three years. “Why is there
concentration of distribu-
tors in top metros only
including Mumbai and
Delhi. Who will serve the
customers of Bhopal,
Lucknow or Indore?” 

CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa,,  DDeecc..  1122::  Google
debuted a new version of
its flagship artificial intel-
ligence model that it said
is twice as fast as its previ-
ous version and will
power virtual agents that
assist users. 

The new model, Gemini
2.0, can generate images
and audio across lan-
guages, and can assist dur-
ing Google searches and
coding projects, the com-
pany said. The new capa-
bilities of Gemini “make
it possible to build agents
that can think, remember,
plan, and even take action

on your behalf,” said
Tulsee Doshi, a director of
product management at
the company, in a briefing.

Alphabet Inc.’s Google
has been working to
ensure that the latest wave
of AI tools pushed by
OpenAI and other start-
ups do not loosen its hold
on search and advertising.
The company has so far
held onto its market share
in search, but OpenAI is
weaving more search fea-
tures into ChatGPT, put-
ting pressure on the
industry leader. Both com-
panies' ultimate aim is to

build artificial general
intelligence, or software
that can perform tasks as
well or better than
humans.

Beyond experimental
products, Google incorpo-
rated more AI into its
search engine, which
remains its lifeblood. The
company said that this

week it would begin test-
ing Gemini 2.0 in search
and in AI Overviews, the
artificial intelligence-pow-
ered summaries displayed
at the top of Google
search. That will improve
the speed and quality of
search results for increas-
ingly complex questions,
like advanced math equa-

tions. Google said the AI
model could better process
images and approximate
the human ability to rea-
son. 

Google debuted a new
web feature called “deep
research,” which it says
will enable Gemini users
to use AI to dive into top-
ics with detailed reports.
The feature, billed as an
AI-powered research
assistant, will be available
to users of Gemini
Advanced, Google's paid
AI subscription product. 

Meanwhile, Gemini
users will be able to tap

into a chat-optimised ver-
sion of the experimental
Gemini 2.0 Flash on the
web, the company said.
The model will come to
more Google products in
the new year. 

The products featured
show how Google’s pre-
mier AI lab, Google
DeepMind, is playing a
pivotal role in product
development.

The lab is expanding
tests of Project Astra, an
AI agent that uses a smart-
phone camera to process
visual input. 

— Bloomberg 

MADHUSUDAN SSAHOO
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

In a move to cut carbon
emissions below the level
of 2.2 tonnes per tonne of
finished products in the
steel sector, the govern-
ment on Thursday came
out with the new defini-
tion of green steel and
asked the industry to take
measures in this regard.
The new framework will
guide in efforts to decar-
bonise steel production
and encourage green
practices across the value
chain.

“The steel industry
accounts for 7 per cent of
global carbon dioxide
emissions and India, the
second largest producer
of steel, has both the
responsibility and the
opportunity to lead the
charge in reducing emis-
sions while maintaining
growth," said steel minis-
ter HD Kumaraswamy.

“The new framework
will guide efforts to decar-
bonise steel production,”
he said.

"Anything below 2.2
(CO2 emission) would be
considered to be green
steel," said steel secretary
Sandeep Poundrik.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc..  1122::  The IT
ministry is working on a
mechanism to assess safe-
ty and trust elements in
artificial intelligence (AI)
solutions but does not
want to start with a regu-
lation as it may hurt inno-
vation in the AI space,
said ministry of electron-
ics and IT secretary S
Krishnan on Thursday.

Speaking at CII’s global
economic policy forum,
he said the government
has broadly addressed
key regulations barring a
couple of the issues like
copyright and existential
crisis.

The government has
tried to make a subtle dis-
tinction between respon-
sible AI and safe and
trusted AI.

There is a need for regu-
lation around misrepre-
sentation and deepfakes
in the AI domain and
there are enough laws to
act on misrepresentation.

“Our concerns with
regard to job loss in India,
particularly with genera-
tive AI, are not as intense
as in the West, where
office jobs and white col-
lar jobs are a lot more
than what they are here,”
Krishnan said. — PTI

Mining, power drag Oct.
factory output to 3.5%
FC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

India’s industrial produc-
tion (IIP) growth slowed to
3.5 per cent year-on-year
in October 2024, mainly
due to poor performance
of mining, power and
manufacturing. However,
the IIP recorded a growth
of 11.9 per cent in October
2023, the government data
showed on Thursday.

As per the data released
by the ministry of statis-
tics & programme imple-
mentation, the factory
output in October 2024
rose to 3.5 per cent from
3.1 per cent in September
on a sequential basis and
a contraction of 0.1 per
cent in August this year.

"The growth in the factory
output, measured in
terms of the IIP, in April-
October worked out to be 4
per cent against 7 per cent
in the year-ago period,”
the data showed.

As per the data, the min-
ing output growth deceler-
ated to 0.9 per cent in
October from 13.1 per cent
expansion in the year-ago
month. 

“The manufacturing sec-
tor’s growth decelerated
to 4.1 per cent in October
from 10.6 per cent a year
ago. Similarly, in power
generation, the output
growth slowed sharply to
2 percent from a 20.4 per
cent growth a year ago,”
the government data
futher showed.

Dollar, Fed rate cut may
drive gold prices in 2025
SANGEETHA GG.
CHENNAI, DEC. 12

Gold made 40 new record
highs y-t-d in 2024 and
gold price has increased
by more than 28 per cent,
outperforming most of
the global asset classes,
finds World Gold Council.
In 2025, the actions of the
US Federal Reserve and
the direction of the US
dollar will continue to be
important drivers for
gold.

In 2024, gold reached 40
new record highs y-t-d and
total gold demand in the

third quarter surpassed
$100 billion for the first
time.

By appreciating 28 per
cent, gold was the best
performer among
global asset classes,
including US
stocks, Emerging
Market stocks, US
bonds, US curren-
cy, commodities
and Global
Treasuries other than
US.

"As we look into 2025,
market consensus sug-
gests that the Fed will
deliver 100 bps in cuts by

year end, with inflation
softening but still above
target. European central
banks will also likely cut
rates by a similar amount.

The dollar is expected
to remain flat or

slightly weaken as
conditions nor-
malise, while glob-
al growth remains

positive but contin-
ues to grow below

trend," said WGC.
The actions of the Fed

and the direction of the
US dollar will continue to
be important drivers for
gold. 

IMPORTS PART OF
ECONOMY THAT IS
GROWING: OFFICIAL
FC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 12

The commerce secretary
Sunil Barthwal on
Thursday said that India
should not be overly con-
cerned about imports as
long as exports' share con-
tinues to grow. 

“If the Indian economy
is growing at 7 per cent
and if the world is grow-
ing at 3-3.5 per cent rate of
growth then obviously
India will be requiring
more of consumption,
more of imports. The role
of imports in exports is
also important,” he said
at a CII event.

Barthwal said that
imports of raw materials
and intermediate prod-
ucts are essential. “The
developed countries are
confused about the con-
cept of migration and
mobility. If Indians or
Indian companies are set-
ting up bases in other
countries, then mobility
of professionals needs to
be ensured,” he said.

The secretary called for
more mutual recognition
agreements or MRAs.

PURCHASING

POWER
INFLATION IN FOOD 
BASKET reduced to
9.04% in November

from 10.87% in
October. 

INDUSTRY  SAYS
GREEN SHOOTS
VISIBLE ON THE
CONSUMPTION
AS FOOD 
INFLATION IS
RECEDING.

REVIVAL IN
CONSUMPTION
GROWTH
EXPECTED. 

PRICES OF VEGETABLES,
pulses and products, sugar
and confectionery, fruits,
eggs, milk and products,
spices, transport saw a
decline.

POWER GENERATION in 
October slowed to 2% 

from a 20.4% a year ago.

WE ARE OPTIMISTIC about the
rabi crop, considering the
favourable impact of high

reservoir storage and the ensuing La
Nina conditions on sowing and crop
yields, even as the low inventory lev-
els of DAP pose a concern.
— ADITI NAYAR, chief economist, Icra

INVESTMENT CHANNELS
CURRENT YEAR HAS SEEN 196

NFOS TILL NOVEMBER COMPARED
TO 168 NFOS IN 2023. 

● In 2023, 168
NFOs had
collected
`63,854 crore.
● Sector or

thematic
funds in the
pure equity
fund
category
are seeing

numerous
launches.

Faster
approvals
from Sebi 

helping fund
houses to

launch NFOs
faster.

WIDER REACH CURRENTLY, SEVERAL insurance companies 
promoted by banks get 80-90 per cent of their
new sales from parent banks.

EFFORT AIMS to cap
share of a parent bank

in bancassurance
business of its life

insurance 
subsidiary.

REGUALTOR wants insurers
to diversify distribution

channels and
sell products to

customers of mul-
tiple banks. 

Gemini 2.0 to build agents that think, plan, act
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GUKESH IS K  NG
Teen Indian GM becomes youngest world chess champion

BBrriissbbaannee,,  DDeecc..  1122:: He used
to be the cynosure of all
eyes at training sessions
during his captaincy days
and Virat Kohli was once
again the centre of atten-
tion as he addressed his
teammates here on
Thursday.

After the demoralising
10-wicket defeat in the
Adelaide day/night game,
the visitors needed a bit of
inspiration going into the
crucial third Test of the
series, and the youngsters
in the side couldn’t have
got a better mentor than
‘King’ Kohli himself to
guide them with his words
of wisdom.

The team huddles before
the start of the training
session has been a con-

stant feature for years
now and Kohli used to do a
lot of talking during his
days in charge.

He did take a back seat
once he left captaincy but
with skipper Rohit also
under immense pressure
after four straight defeats,
the senior-most player (in
terms of Test debut) had
to take the initiative ahead
of the match starting here
on Saturday.

With vice-captain
Jasprit Bumrah by his
side, Kohli was seen
speaking animatedly to

the group and everyone,
including Rohit, listened
to him with rapt attention.

RROOHHIITT  FFAACCEESS  NNEEWW  AANNDD
SSEEMMII--NNEEWW  BBAALLLL  IINN  NNEETTSS

Unlike before the pink ball
Test, Rohit looked in far
better shape during his
net session at the Gabba
but question marks
remain over whether he
would be back to opening
the innings or stay put at
No. 6, which isn’t his pre-
ferred slot.

On the day, while K. L.
Rahul and Yashasvi

Jaiswal once again faced
the new ball at the nets,
Rohit took on a slightly
older Kookaburra at the
beginning. Having faced
that for some time, he did
change nets with Rahul
and also played a brand
new red cherry for a
while.

The Gabba pitch has a
decent grass cover and has
always been one of the
most traditional
Australian wickets with
both seam and bounce
being on offer. Rohit’s sus-
ceptibility has been
against the moving deliv-
eries more than bounce,
and hence, it would be
interesting to see if he
takes on the challenge
head on. — PTI

PPaarriiss,,  DDeecc..  1122::  Manchester
City’s crisis continued
with a 2-0 defeat away to
Juventus in the
Champions League on
Wednesday, while Pep
Guardiola’s old club
Barcelona beat Borussia
Dortmund to clinch a spot
in the knockout stage of
Europe’s elite club compe-
tition.

Arsenal, AC Milan,
Atletico Madrid, Lille,
Feyenoord and Stuttgart
were also victorious, but
City’s latest loss in a mis-
erable run will dominate
the headlines.

The 2023 European
champions succumbed in
Turin as Dusan Vlahovic
put Juventus ahead early
in the second half when
goalkeeper Ederson was
unable to keep out his
header.

Ilkay Gundogan was
denied an equaliser by a
fine Michele Di Gregorio
save, before Weston
McKennie made it 2-0 with
a fine acrobatic finish in
the 75th minute.

The result leaves
Juventus on 11 points
with two games left, a
tally that is expected to be

enough to guarantee them
at least a place in the
knockout phase play-offs.

City, meanwhile, have
now won just once in 10 in
all competitions, with
seven defeats in that time.

With just eight points,
they currently sit 22nd in
the standings, in which
the top 24 advance to the
knockouts. Their next
game will be crucial, as
they travel to a Paris
Saint-Germain.

Barcelona are second in
the standings with 15
points, behind only
Liverpool. — AFP

SSiinnggaappoorree,,  DDeecc..  1122::
Indian Grandmaster D.
Gukesh on Thursday
became the youngest
world chess champion at
18 years after beating
title-holder Ding Liren
in the last game of a
nerve-wracking show-
down to herald a new era
of dominance for the
country’s chess players. 

Taking forward the
incredible legacy of the
great Viswanathan
Anand, Gukesh became
only the second Indian
to clinch the coveted
prize after the iconic
player, who owned the
crown five times in his
career.

After settling into
“semi-retirement”, the
55-year-old Anand, inci-
dentally, played a pivotal
role in shaping Gukesh
at his chess academy in
Chennai.

Gukesh secured the
requisite 7.5 points as
against 6.5 of his
Chinese rival after win-
ning the 14th and last
classical time control
game of the match that
seemed headed for a
draw for most part. As
winner, he will walk
away with a whopping
$1.3 million (approx
`11.03 crore) from the 2.5
million prize purse.

The reticent teenager
grinned widely and
raised his arms in cele-
bration after the victory,
a stark contrast from the
poker face he usually
sports while playing.

Even on Thursday,
when the analysts had
proclaimed that the
match, in all likelihood,
would go into a tie-
breaker, Gukesh’s face
hardly gave anything
away as he gained the
upper-hand.

It was a momentary
lapse of concentration
by Liren in what seemed
a drawn endgame and as
it happened, the entire
chess world was left in a
state of shock.

The players were just
left with a rook and a
bishop and Gukesh had
two pawns against one
trying to make a foray
without much success.

However, the ability to
keep pushing for more
gave Gukesh a distinct
advantage over the
Chinese and the latter
simply collapsed to give
the title to Gukesh.

Before Gukesh’s feat
on Thursday, the leg-
endary Garry Kasparov
of Russia was the
youngest world champi-
on when he won the title
at the age of 22, dethron-
ing Anatoly Karpov in
1985.

Gukesh had entered
the match as the
youngest ever chal-
lenger to the world
crown after winning the
Candidates tournament
earlier this year. — PTI

Kohli addresses team in Brisbane Juve deepen City crisis,
Barca reach knockouts

SSiinnggaappoorree,,  DDeecc..  1122:: “I am
just living my dream,”
said newly-crowned world
chess champion D.
Gukesh on Thursday after
realising the goal he con-
ceived as a seven-year-old,
his unassuming persona
shining through even
after a history-scripting
performance that made
him the youngest ever to
achieve the triumph.

“I was dreaming this
moment for last 10 years.
Happy I realised this
dream,” Gukesh said after
his incredible victory.

“I got a bit emotional
because I was not expect-
ing to win. But then I got a
chance to press on.

“I’ve been dreaming
about this and living this
moment since I was 6 or 7.
Every chess player wants
to live this moment. I’m
living my dream. I’d like
to thank God from candi-
dates till the champi-
onship.”

His dream to be among
the best in the world ignit-
ed when he watched the
world championship
match between his idol
Viswanathan Anand and
another chess great
Magnus Carlsen of
Norway in 2013 in
Chennai.

“In 2013 when I saw
Magnus Carlsen and
Vishy Sir in the World
Championship match, I
thought it will be super
cool to be inside the Glass
room one day, to actually
be there and sit there and
see the Indian flag next to
me would probably be the
best moment.

“When Magnus won, I
thought I really want to be
the one to bring back the
title to India. I had said in
2017 that I wanted to be the
youngest world champion
in history,” he
said.

Gukesh became only the
second Indian to clinch
the title after five-time
champion Anand, who
played a pivotal role in
shaping Gukesh’s career
at his chess academy in
Chennai.

Gukesh revealed that it
was Anand who calmed
him down after his loss to
Liren in the opening
game.

“I came here and sudden-
ly I lost the first game
itself. Luckily while going
back, I met Vishy Sir
(Anand) in the lift and he
said ‘I had only 11 games
left you have 13 more, you
will get your chances’,”

said Gukesh.
Anand was citing his

2006 victory over
Veselin Topalov in a
World Championship
that he had eventually
won after losing the
first game.
Interestingly enough,

Anand had won that
match in the last
Classical (12th) game

and also with black
pieces.

“Vishy Sir was never
officially part of the team,
but we all know that he
was supporting me. He
attended one of the train-
ing camps, but also helped
remotely for a few ses-
sions.”

Despite the world title,
Gukesh sought to keep his
feet on the ground, and
said Carlsen is currently
the best player in the
world and he would to play
against the Norwegian
world number one.

“My goal is to play in the
top level for longest time
possible. I have just start-
ed my career and I want to
have a long career and
stay on top,” Gukesh
explained.

“Winning World Chess
Championship does not
mean I am the best player,
obviously that is Magnus
Carlsen. I want to reach
the level Magnus has
achieved. Obviously play-
ing against Magnus in the
world championship
would be amazing, it
would be the toughest
challenge there is in
chess. It is up to Magnus,
but I would love to test
myself against the best
player in the world,” he
said. — PTI

I am living my dream: Gukesh

Historic and exemplary!
Congratulations to Gukesh
D on his remarkable
accomplishment. This is
the result of his unparal-
leled talent, hard work and
unwavering determination.
His triumph has not only
etched his name in the
annals of chess history but
has also inspired millions
of young minds to dream
big and pursue excellence.
My best wishes for his
future endeavours

— NNarendra MModi
Prime Minister

Heartiest congratulations
to Gukesh for becoming
the youngest player to win
the World Chess
Championship. He has
done India immensely
proud. His victory stamps
the authority of India as a
chess powerhouse. Well
done Gukesh! On behalf of
every Indian, I wish you
sustained glory in the
future.

— DDroupadi MMurmu
President

In a game of 64 squares,
you’ve opened a world
ofendless possibilities.
Congratulations,
@DGukesh, on becoming
the 18th WorldChampion
at just 18! Following in
Vishy’s footsteps, you’re
now guiding thenext wave
of Indian chess prodigies.

— SSachin TTendulkar
Cricket legend

It’s a great feat. To
become the world cham-
pion at the age of 18 is no
small feat. It was a great
sight to see him celebrat-
ing after the win.
Hopefully, this will inspire
a lot of aspiring players.

— VViswanathan AAnand
Chess legend

Extending my warm wish-
es to @DGukesh for
clinching the prestigious
World Chess
Championship title and
becoming the youngest
World Champion in the
history of #Chess. Your
hard work & dedication
has made the entire
nation proud!

— MMansukh MMandaviya
Sports Minister

Congratulations, Gukesh!
The best in the world and
the youngest to ever do it.
India is proud.

— NNeeraj CChopra
Champion javelin thrower

Congratulations, Gukesh,
on becoming the World
Chess Champion! Your
brilliance, determination,
and grace under pressure
have made the entire
nation proud. You’ve not
just won a title but
inspired a generation to
dream big. Wishing you
even greater success
ahead!

— AAbhinav BBindra
Olympic gold medallist

shooter

Woww, you beauty
Gukesh. At just 18, Gukesh
Dommaraju becomes the
youngest World Chess
Champion ever. A great
moment for us all and you
are an inspiration, Gukesh.

— VVirender SSehwag
Former star cricketer

BBrriissbbaannee::  Jay Shah, who took
charge as ICC chairman earlier

this month, on Thursday met
with top officials of the 2032

Brisbane Olympics organising
committee to discuss the

sport’s potential inclusion in the
Summer Games. Cricket will

make a return to the Olympics
after 128 years when it is played

in the 2028 Los Angeles
Games. The sport is not yet

confirmed for the 2032 edition
in Brisbane.

“Very exciting time ahead for
Cricket’s involvement in the

Olympics movement - a meet-
ing with the @Brisbane_2032

organizing committee in
Brisbane, Australia today,” Shah

posted on X.
The meeting was attended by

Brisbane 2032 organising com-
mittee chief Cindy Hook and

Cricket Australia CEO Nick
Hockley. Shah is expected to
watch the action of the third

Test between India and
Australia. Among Shah’s imme-
diate priorities is to find a solu-

tion to the hosting of
Champions Trophy in February-

March. A hybrid model has
been agreed by all stakeholders
but no announcement has been
made yet, fuelling speculations

over the future of the event. 
— PTI

Shah meets 2032
Olympics officials 

BBeennggaalluurruu::  Baroda walked
through a wall of fire in the

group stage to qualify for the
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy

knockouts, and that grit will be
their primary weapon against
an explosive Mumbai in their

semifinal contest here on
Friday. Baroda (NRR: 2.35),

Saurashtra (2.26) and Gujarat
(1.93) had 24 points each in

Group ‘B’ before a better Net
Run Rate propelled the top two

teams into the quarterfinals.
In a way, it was fate’s way of

rewarding Baroda’s sheer will to
negate clutch situations and

ability to find multiple heroes
in, arguably, the toughest group

in this edition of the SMAT.
They have high-velocity T20

performers in Hardik and Krunal
Pandya, still none of the Baroda
players feature in the top-10 list

in batting or bowling.
Pacer Atit Sheth has taken 13
wickets but he is on 11th slot

while newcomer Bhanu Pania is
Baroda’s top run-getter with

271 runs but he is in 18th place
on the batsmen’s list.

The quarterfinal win over
Bengal validated their collec-

tive fire power. — PTI

Resilient Baroda
ready for Mumbai

HHaannggzzhhoouu::  The Indian women’s
doubles pair of Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand defeated the

Malaysian combination of
Pearly Tan and Thinaah

Muralitharan in straight games
in their second Group ‘A’ tie to

keep alive their semifinal hopes
at the BWF World Tour Finals
here on Thursday. Treesa and

Gayatri, the only Indians to
have qualified for the season-
ending tournament, beat their

opponents 21-19, 21-19 in just 46
minutes to stay afloat in the

competition. Earlier on
Wednesday, the Indians had
lost to world No.1 Liu Sheng

Shu and Tan Ning of China in
their opening group match.

Treesa and Gayatri had lost 20-
22, 22-20, 21-14 to Sheng and
Tan, who had claimed a silver
medal at the Paris Olympics.

The Indians are currently placed
second behind the Chinese and

will need to win against the
Japanese pairing of Nami

Matsuyama and Chiharu Shida
on Friday to book their semifi-

nal berth. — PTI

Treesa & Gayatri
win 2nd match

MMuummbbaaii::  The Sachin Tendulkar
Foundation (STF), in collabora-

tion with its partner Mann Deshi
Champions, inaugurated a mod-

ern sporting facility in Satara,
Maharashtra, this week.
The event marked Sara

Tendulkar’s first visit as a direc-
tor of STF, showcasing her

commitment to taking the foun-
dation’s mission forward.

The new facility, inaugurated by
Tendulkar, his wife Anjali and

daughter Sara, features world-
class amenities including courts

for basketball and badminton,
indoor wrestling and boxing

areas, classrooms, administra-
tion offices, and hostels for 150

athletes.  — PTI

Tendulkars open
sports facility

Indian Grand Master D. Gukesh (right) reacts after beating title-holder China’s Ding Liren in the 14th and last game of the World Chess
Championship in Singapore on Thursday. — PTI

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc..  1122::
Nurtured by parents
who put their careers on
hold for his growth and
didn’t hesitate to seek
crowd-funding for his
dreams, D. Gukesh man-
ifested his destiny as a
seven-year-old and
turned it into reality in
just over a decade’s time. 

The 18-year-old defeat-
ed Ding Liren of China
to become the youngest
ever world chess cham-
pion capping a fabulous
year in which he has
hardly put a foot wrong
wherever he has shown
up to compete.

But the journey to the
top hasn’t been the easi-
est ride and has involved
sacrifices not only from
him but also his parents
— ENT surgeon Dr
Rajinikanth and Padma,
a microbiologist.

Rajinikanth had to
stop practice in 2017-18
as the father-son duo
travelled across the
world on a shoe-string
budget when Gukesh
chased the final GM
norm, while his mother
became the primary
breadwinner, taking
care of the household
expenses.

“While his father has
almost surrendered his
career. His mother has
been supporting the
family while his father
has been travelling, and
they hardly get to see
each other,” Gukesh’s
childhood coach Vishnu
Prasanna said.

His chess journey
started with one hour
and thrice-a-week les-
sons in 2013, the year
Viswanathan Anand lost
his world title to
Norwegian maverick
Magnus Carlsen.

— PTI

CHAMP STARTED
MOVING CHESS
PIECES AT SEVEN

●● The team huddles before the start of the
training session have been a constant feature for
years now and former captain Virat Kohli used to
do a lot of talking during his days in charge.

A
teary-eyed

D. Gukesh
celebrates his

win. — PTI
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