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HUMA QURESHI OPENS TODAY

(below) ina still
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W hile Huma Qureshi has e I"ESPDI"Id ed to
played some feisty :
characters, the Double XL trolls. Prnbably ’ bei ng

and Gangs of Wasseypur actress says an actor has made me
that she “never picked those roles thi Ek- skin l"IEd. | am an
consciously” She adds, “I like playing i

characters that [ have not done before. entertainer and | am
They just happened to be feisty and here to entertain

fierce because I don't know women who

are not like that. [ always want to play pEDp|E. | no Iﬂnger gET

real women,” triggered by other
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BUZZS tOP

Ve RESUL POOKUTTY ON BOARD AS SOUND
» DESIGN FOR SHARAN'S NEXT

% a , Sound designer Resul Pookutty, known for films including
Slumdog Millionaire, Pushpa and Aadujeevitham, is
; collaborating with Sharan's Choo Mantar team.
This is his second Kannada film, and first
commercial outing in the language,
following his debut with Niruttara. Resul

has come on board to add sound design
to this spooky horror comedy film,
which is expected to elevate the
theatrical experience. TNN .

The celebratory nature of Punjabi EXHIBITION
music makes 1t great fQrlive gigs Fashian | Style | Decor | Luxury
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it | | L OVER 250+ OF THE FINEST DESIGNERS

Ekaranaujla

audience may have
come from his track
Tauba Tauba from the
film Bad Newz, but

this isn't the singer’s ]

first banger catapult-

ing him to fame. A pop- " o

ular name in Punjabi

music scene, Aujla’s ! & .

moniker ‘Geetan Di Ma-
chine’ aptly defines
why even Diljit Dosan-
jh (for his track
G.OA.T) and Jassie Gill
have relied on the musi-
cian and lyricist for lyr-

ics to their songs. As another out, E:f.r_..ez pts from a con-
of his (multi-artiste) tracks, :iﬂ ”f;l.'f“ if“,lt}: F]_IE ,EI}_dﬂ' 4
White Brown Black fired mu- ~ 31acdian SInger, who . , :

sic and dance lovers globally, 1S Sét to perform in
: Bengaluru.

Aujla joined ranks with oth- Al i
er Punjabi artistes whose "
live concerts are selling CONTINUED ON > 4

My focus remains on _

creating heartfelt,
enuine music. I'm

%han kful for my | ASHOK

achievements, but I'll

never forget the challenges | : BANGALORE

that shaped me

N[[HU“) 10 am - B pm | Valet Parking | Entry fee Rs.100
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BENGALURU IS TALKING ABOUT

A new home & a new beginning

for actor Shruthi Krishnaa

hruthi Krishnaa
and daughter .
Gowri moved
into their new
abode overlook-
ing the city.
The gri-
hapravesha
only had a few
people, including the ac-
tor's parents, brother
Sharan and family, long-
time pals Prem and wite
Jyothi and daughter Am-
rutha Prem, Tharun Su-
dhir and wife Sonal, girl
cang of Malavika, Sudha-
rani and Thara were also
present. The duplex home
has been named Brindha-
vana. BT spotted Mano-
ranjan Ravichandran,
Meghana Raj, Niranjan
Deshpande, Harikrishna
and wite Vani amongst
others.
— Madhu Daithota

Shruthi
Krishnaa has
done up her new
home in pretty
shades of

8 Priyanka Upendra ¥
and Shilpa

Keerthi Krishna and
Gowri Krishnaa

Tharun Sudhir and
Sonal Monteiro
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(@ 2024's most searched - &

From Heeramandi in the top five list of

shows globally to Stree 2 being the most
searched films in India, here's what
Indians looked up for this year
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- Trending
- films

Global

. ®Inside Out 2 @ Oppenheimer
- @ Deadpool & ® Kung Fu
_ Wolverine Panda 4 gt
- @ Saltburn ® Alien: Romulus TRy o
. @ Beetlejuice @ Terrifier 3 : e S ]
Beetlejuice oy _ T \ Y d ’
. @ Dune: Part - *::"‘ ¥ 2. ren ._ In
. " Two a1 S X AR S
. @ It Ends with : fa b2 R W " \
. v B o ™
Us | Fat B ok :
A% !r!d'lgn ® Baby Reindeer @ Queen Of
e @ Heeramandi ® GQueen of ® Fallout Tears

@ Mirzapur Tears ® House Of The @ Marry My
® Last Of Us ® Marry My Dragon Husband
L ® Bigg Boss 17 Husband ® Heeramandi ® 3 Body
I“ d i an ® Panchayat @ Kota Factory @ Shogun Problem
: - ] @ Bigg Boss 18 ® The Perfect ® Nobody
‘@ Stree 2 ® 3 Body Couple Wants This
® Kalki 2898 _ Problem
® 12th Fai / \ T d' = l
ai ! u
® Laapataa é ren Ing eop
[ adies ! m ‘..“.....' ....................
® Hanu-Man ’
oy Mo W : Indian
® Manjummel @ Vinesh Phogat
Boys @ Nitish Kumar
® The Greatest ® Chirag Paswan
of All Time @ Hardik Pandya
@ Salaar @® Pawan Kalyan

® Aavesham ® Shashank Singh
® Poonam Pandey
---------------- @® Radhika Merchant
® Abhishek Sharma
Kalki 2898-AD, Stree 2, ® Lakshya Sen

Maharaja, Manjummel 8 ¢ 47 S

Boys and Laapataa

Ladies also made it to @ Azerbaijan ® Georgia

the top 10 list of the @® Bali ® Malaysia

most popular Indian @ Manali ® Ayodhya

films on IMDb in 2024 ® Kazakhstan @ Kashmir
Source: Google Trends Report 2024 ® Jaipur ® South Goa
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-] Blazing brooms light
up Spain during its
annual festival

The residents of
Jarandilla de la
Vera, a town in
western Spain,
set bundles of
twigs on fire
and playfully
smacked each
other on the
legs in a festival
called Los
Escobazos (the
broom strikes)
on December 7

This tradition is believed to have originated when shepherds in this town
travelled from the hills using blazing brooms to light their path

ARIES: Make your convic-
tions valued in the office,
managing to not create dis-
appointments. If something
doesn’t go quite right, don't
take it out on anyone as this

R T IR OR S e il @ finolexpipes.com | '3 1600 200 3466

For appaointments : ANUPAM V KAPIL
2 9822042295 or anupamvkapil@gmail.com

workload. Enjoy and focus all
your organisational capaci-
ties.

TAURUS: By all means, fo-

cus and be inspired by ‘the R E TR aae el R,

bigger picture’ but make a |

point of being realistic about

what's involved in making it happen. Listen to the ad-
vices of those who care for you. You may get involved
in spiritual growth and a deeper understanding of the
forces that move the world.

GEMINI: Opportunities to meet new people will come
through pleasure trips or social events. You are likely
to loose money in speculation. Important decisions
should be avoided today. Re-build your old associations
and communicate with them. Rest and relaxation may
be reguired.

CANCER: Ignoring a fear or creating an excuse that
gets you off the hook from doing something that fills
you with dread will buy you a bit of time to enjoy com-
fort that comes from not facing what needs facing - or
accepting what needs accepting. Trading or selling
activities shall be profitable.

LED: Just see to it that others do not take advantage
of your kindness and generosity. Investments will ben-
efit you. In business matters, you are likely to experience
some setbacks as you encounter with an unpleasant
and discouraging situation.

VIRGO: You will have exciting new opportunities and
experiences, meeting and connecting with people. The
stars suggest arming yourself with a great deal of pa-

FINOLEX

FORTUNE

tience and planning every
move. You love sharing your
time, whether it is in work or
play with others.
LIBRA: Don't feel resentful
toward a certain reality pre-
senting itself or truth that’s
emerging. You have an option
surrounding how much of a
big deal you can make of
something rooted deeply in
the past that holds no sig-
. nificance or relevance in the
present.
SCORPIO: Couples contemplating marriage may expe-
rience some problems. Use your intuition to resolve
difficult issues with quickness. You will be able to
manifest your desires. You may want to explore and
your energy will be boundless.
SAGITTARIUS: Make up in your soul to resolve any
complications that are still bothering you. You may be
in fransition in the workplace, but this news gives you
a big boost. You may be feeling a little put upon by the
responsibilities of family.
CAPRICORN: Friends may be able to offer you some
insight, or show you another perspective to a problem.
You might be surprised to discover someone still pines
for you this time. At work, you should have success in
finishing projects that you have begun,
AQUARIUS: Tell the truth. If they laugh, so be it. That
might hurt your pride a little bit, but telling lies won't
improve anything. Neither will going out of your way to
prove your point.
PISCES: Before you get worked up about something,
know all the facts. You are empowered by gratitude or
relief in recognition. You feel you have accomplished
your mission and feel on top of the world. Enjoy the
experience to its fullest.
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HEARING AID

(® AFFORDABLE PRICE*

Bluetooth

Effortless
conversation

ADDITIONAL
OFFERS

Home Visits

Available*

Connectivity

4 Years
Warranty* EMI*

Adjustable

All Day
Settings

Power

NoCost | 365DaysDamage

Protection®*
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FREE HEARING TEST & TRIAL
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92 9490 9490

* T&RC Apply

Aanvii Hearing Solutions Pvt Ltd

Branches:

Bannerghatta | Brookfield ITPL | Cunningham Road | CBlI Road | HSR Layout | Indiranagar
Jayanagar | JP Nagar | Koramangala | Kengeri | KR Puram | Marathahalli | Nagarbhavi

Nandidurga Road | New BEL Road | Padmanabhanagar | R.R.Nagar | Richmond Road
Sahakaranagar | Sarjapur | Vijayanagar | Vivek Nagar | Vidyaranyapura
Thanisandra | Whitefield | Yelahanka

B3 Clinics | 21 Cities | 8 States | www.aanviihearing.com | @ @O /aanviihearing | #TheworidSoundsGood
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BACK BEAT

4 Aujla, says, “When H‘H_
y one artiste succeeds :
internationally, they open doors
for others. My Junos win
demonstrated Punjabi music's global
potential, shifting the focus from
individual competition to elevating the

entire industry's standards”

Punjabi singers are

playing to much
bigger and diverse crowds.
The huge demand and
sold-out shows are the
result of several factors,
such as world-class
production quality, which
makes the shows more
visually spectacular. The
celebratory and positive
nature of Punjabi music
creates a great live
experience

of OT

T e e e T
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Topping charts is not new for you, it started
since you entered the music industry. At 27,
does all this fame feel euphoric?
While the chart success is gratifying, I am
grounded and grateful. My primary goal is to
create music with cultural resonance. The pos1- S
tive reception is humbling and motivates me to FEL .
improve and create even better music. ' e p
How did your struggle shape you?
The journey from Ghurala (a village near Ludhiana,
Punjab) to becoming a leading Punjabi artiste isa
blessing. However, the early loss of my parents was a
profoundly difficult time, marked by homelessness and
financial struggle in Canada. Those experiences, working
odd jobs while writing for others, and the uncertainty of
my future, have defined me. I believe hardship reveals the
true value of success. Even now, amidst discussions of
views and numbers, my focus remains on creating heartfelt, gen-
uine music. I'm thankful for my achievements, but I'll never for-
get the formative challenges that shaped me and were my big-
gest teacher,
Do you think Punjabi singers are enjoying a
wider audience base for concerts these days?
Yes, Punjabi singers are playing to much bigger
and diverse crowds. The huge demand and sold-
out shows are a result of several factors like
world-class production quality making the shows
more visually spectacular, the celebratory and pos-
itive nature of Punjabi music making for a great live
experience, the increased reach of social media, and the evolu-
tion of the music incorporating modern sounds and crisp story-
telling while retaining its core identity Most important is the
fresh perspective and stylistic innovations of a new generation
of Punjabi artistes.
Many Punjabi singers are gaining international fame, and
you too have won the Juno
Awards from Canada
Academy of Recording Art
and Sciences. Do you feel
this is leading to
competition among singers?
I don't see it as competition, it's
more about a catalyst for col- : 4
lective growth. When one ar- ' : '
tiste succeeds internationally,
they open doors for others. My
Junos win demonstrated Pun-
jabi music’s global potential,
shifting the focus from individ-
ual competition to elevating
the entire industrv's standards.
Global recognition inspires us
to create better music, enhance
production values, and show-
case Punjabi culture’s rich-
ness.
You married your long-time
girlfriend Palak last year. Are
you able to balance work

Huma in a
Leila still

| unapologetically
say I'm maharani
ays Humu

Ancela JH-!TIII'II.'JEF

-

Huma Qureshi

l people told me not to do OTT. They

said it would look like my career
was over. However, [ knew OTT
was the future; it's just that it hap-
pened faster due to COVID.”

‘YOUR SELF-WORTH HAS GOT
NOTHING TO DO WITH OTHER
PEOPLE’S VALIDATION'

Huma, who has also authored a
book and produced a film, savs, "I
1 feel like I've just scratched the
surface, To an extent, what vou do
as an actor depends on other
people offering vou the right role
at the right moment. I am really
enjoying my journey as a producer

2 CONTINUED FROM =1
with family life? :
It's been a wonderful journey, and I'm lucky that my wife has
been my biggest fan from day one! Balancing family and this de-
manding career is tough, but she completely understands. Her
support is unwavering, and I value her honest feedback on my
new music. Having someone who knows me so well, supports my
dreams, and keeps me grounded 1s a true blessing.

Huma shares, “I observe people
around me closely and incorporate
certain aspects of their personality
in my work.” However, Huma has
never really got to play herself on
screen. She says, “I'm so amazing,
they haven't figured out a way yet

‘I let Vidhika explore her ambitions’

(laughs)! 1 only get to be myself
during promotional tours.”
She adds, “I think I have a great

Prathamesh Bandekar

comes to the fore. Most of my direc-
tors like to see me doing strong

sense of humour, but it never really

Neha Maheshwri

hen Dipshikkha Nagppal's
23-year-old daughter, Vidhika,
expressed her desire to step

into the world of showbiz, the actress sup-
ported her wholeheartedly - though she
admits she initially had reservations. She
shares, “Evervone is aware of the highs
and lows that come with showbiz. [ want-
ed my daughter to understand the emo-
tional roller coaster this career entails be-

fore fully committing to it.”

Speaking about Vidhika’s evolving
career aspirations, Dipshikkha says,
“She has explored different paths over
the vears. At one point, she wanted to
be a psychiatrist, then a journalist, 1
felt exposure to a new environment
would help her grow in confidence.”

She adds, “I once dreamed of joining
a beauty pageant myself but lacked the
support. So, I made sure to let her ex-
plore her ambitions freely.

My daughter has

explored different
paths over the years.
When she expressed
interest in showbiz, | told
her to take a crash course
in filmmaking and acting
at NYU to help her

e :‘.-, “ Dipshikkha with her

roles. [ think I'm ready to do a slap-
stick comedy I'm a goofball in real
life.”

‘PEOPLE HAD TOLD ME NOT
TODOOTT

The Maharani, Mithya and Leila
actress seems to be enjoying doing
OTT. She savs, “I must unapologeti-
cally say that I am the maharani of
OTT. I think I was the first actress
in this country to be leading a show
called Leila. At that point, a lot of

daughter Vidhika

Mushtaq
Khan

_Neha Maheshwri

l’ WHAT HAPPENED

A surge in celebrity
kidnapping cases under the
guise of invitations to events
in Meerut has sparked fear Pal
within the entertainment
industry. The latest victim,
actor Mushtag Khan, was
invited to an awards show
in Meerut on November 20.
He was given an advance
payment and flight tickets.
After landing in Delhi,
Mushtaq was escorted
into a car that took
him to an isolated
location near
Bijnor. There, he
endured nearly 12
hours of torture
as the kidnappers
demanded a ransom
of 71 crore. They eventually
extorted over 72 lakh from his
and his son's bank accounts.
Mushtaq heard the early
morning azaan and realised
he was near a mosque.,
Seizing the chance, he
escaped to the mosque and
returned home. Mushtaq later
filed an FIR in Bijnor.

Sunil Pal Paid Rs

stree 2 Actor Mushtag Khan Kidnappers: They

I{Jdnapped on Delhi-Meerut Highway,
'Tortured' For 12 Hours, NOW Safe

( Their modus operandi is
highly professional, and
they are convincing... | had
shared my experience with
Sunil Pal just 20 days before
he was kidnapped

— Rajesh Puri, who narrowly escaped a
kidnapping attempt,

ransom money.
told the Cine & TV Artistes Association

8 Lakh To His
Blindfolded

Me, I Was Scammed

Earlier this month, comedian Sunil
Pal claimed he was abducted

in Meerut while travelling to an
event in Haridwar on December

2. He said he was held hostage

for 24 hours and was forced to
transfer 78 lakh, which they used
to purchase gold jewellery. The UP
Police have now arrested two men
caught buying jewellery with the

putting out stories that I like and
resonate with. I want to be a part of
more films that people will
remember.”

Talking about audience’s
appreciation, she adds, "Awards,
rewards, evervthing matters. Those
who say it doesn’t matter are
probably lying. As an artiste, I live
on people’s appreciation and
acceptance. But are these the only
things that matter? Perhaps not. 1
feel vour selt-worth has got nothing
to do with others’ validation. Even
without it, you will always remain
the same person.”

( In a web series,
=2 you have the
fime to discuss
finer nuances. That's
why OTT is working all
over the world

Verify venue details, bookings: Sooraj Thapar

Sooraj Thapar, who narrowly avoided falling victim to a kidnapping attempt, says,
“It's a worrisome situation, and we need to stay vigilant" In early October, Soorg;
received a call about a charity event. He shares, "They claimed the event was
somewhere between Delhi and Meerut. After several follow-up calls, | pressed for
the venue details, but the caller hesitated. When | said that a relative in the area
would accompany me, they seemed uncomfortable.” Suspecting a connection to
the earlier kidnapping attempt involving Rajesh Puri, Sooraj reached out to him for
advice. He shares, “"Rajeshji immediately
advised me to decline the offer” He
advises, "Always verify venue details,
confirm bookings directly with the venue,
and speak with locals for additional
confirmation. Letting the caller know
you'll be accompanied by someone can
also discourage foul play. | strongly
believe it's the same group orchestrating
these kidnappings.”

In September, Rajesh Puri revealed
that he escaped a kidnapping
attempt while travelling to Delhi as

a chief guest for an awards function
on September 8. He explained, "l

was paid 35,000 in advance and
provided flight tickets. Everything
seemed legitimate, so | agreed to

go. Fortunately, at a dhaba about 12
kilometres from Meerut, one of the men
told me, ‘Aap wapas chale jaao. Yeh
kuchh bhi theek nahi hai, koi function
nahi hai, aur aap kidnap ho gaye ho."”

Ayush Vikram Singh, SP City Meerut says,
“Sunil Pal had registered a zero FIR in
Mumbai. On Tuesday night, we received
the details from the Mumbai Police and
began the investigation. Mushtag Khan's
complaint was registered in Bijnor, and
we are investigating the case.”

Scrutinise every invite thoroughly: Rajesh Puri

Rajesh later shared his ordeal on the
Cine & TV Artistes Association (CINTAA)
website, hoping his experience would
serve as a warning to the fraternity.
“Their modus operandi is highly
professional, and they are convincing.
You must be careful not to fall into
their trap," he cautioned. "l had shared
my experience with Sunil Pal just 20
days before he was kidnapped. We
can't avoid attending events, but | urge
my colleagues to thoroughly scrutinise
every invite," he added.

— Inputs from Niharika Lal
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Discover Yourself
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rophyKart is one of the first exclu-
T sive online stores which provides

end-to end solutions for all your
awards and gifting requirements. The
website showcases a wide range of
products in all varieties in awards, med-
als and corporate gifts items [T shirts,
bags (backpack / laptop / sling), pens,
table organizers, utilities, gadgets, tech
products & Home appliance, etc).

Trophykart was born out of real time
challenge faced by their own team. It is
very difficult to get the products of
choice and that too with customization.
If Incky enough, one can get it but the
price will be exorbitant.

Many people would have a tough
time when buving awards or gifts.
(zoing to the packed markets, negotiat-
ing with the different vendors, limited
and not many preferred product choic-
es, and then finally to get the personal-
ization on the products. This all is Kind
of a nightmare.

SATTVA PRESCHOOL & ACADEMY, RAJIARRIESHWARI NAGAR

FELICITATED AT TIMES EDUCATION EXCELLENCE BENGALURU 2024

CELEBRATING SUCCESS

HERE IS TROPHYKART, WITH
THE SOLUTION

The website wwwitrophykart.in
provides the comfort to access all
tvpes of trophies, medals, shields,
awards, etc. under one umbrella,

order and get them delivered at your

doorstep with free personalization
without having to deal with multiple
vendors.

It offers a huge collection of metal,

wooden, acrylic, glass and crystal tro-
phies, premium awards, plaques, sal-
viers, sports specific trophies, medals
and corporate gifts, They have collabo-
rated with the largest manufacturers
across India and China for offering
the same.

Trophykart is a specialist in mak-
ing custom awards and medals. They
can manufacture awards as per your
requirements. Whatever your imagi-
nation says, if technic +1||‘~r p{:umhi.-
then they can do it for you.

Enjoy the unique shopping experi-
ence at the comfort of yvour home or
office, while browsing through thou-
sands of options to choose from with
exceptional giftingconcepts with free
custom branding and free delivery at
yvour doorstep.

Trophykart has a team of profes-
sional and passionate people who
work 24/7 to cater to all vour require-
ments. They ensure that the products
are delivered on time with flawless
quality They provide end to end solu-
tions with superior and sophisticated

quality products which are crafted by
professional craftsman to ensure that
you get yvour products on time with
highest level of service commitment.

WHY TROPHYKART?

B Wide variety to select from

B Trophies of all price range starting
from as low as Rs 35

B 24 x 7 customer service

B Free delivery across India with
quick turnaround

® Has all the printing /
options available

B All convenient payvment modes.Debit
/ Credit Card, Net Banking, NEFT,
Credit on PO

B Free replacement in case of damage
in transit.

B Specialist in making custom award
and medals

customization

For more information,

call +91-9945276993 or mail at
orderatrophykart.in

Visit: www.trophyvkart.in

Note: These felicitations are emanating from Times School Survey, 2024 which has been exclusively conducted by an independent Research Agency named Avance Insights Pvt. Ltd. The Research
Methodology was published on 13th November 2024 in Times School Survey Supplement circulated with The Times of India, Bengaluru.

For more information, contact: amit.sharma2@timesofindia.com, kuldeep.hada@timesofindia.com, pankaj.singh@timesofindia.com
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