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Amulya Mica’s The Style

Studio brings cutting-edge
interior solutions to Kolkata

Amulya Mica, a leading name in premium
decorative laminates and interior solutions,

inaugurated its state-of-the-art experience
center, The Style Studio in Kolkata.

trategically located near Cen-

tral Metro in one of the city’s
most bustling commercial dis-
tricts, The Style Studio marks a
significant step in the Amulya
Mica’s expansion across Eastern
India. The launch underlines
company’s commitment to pro-
viding innovative, quality solu-
tions that cater to the evolving
preferences of customers and
enhance accessibility for interi-
or designers, architects, home-
owners and other stakeholders
in the region.

Speaking at the launch, Mr
Rakesh Agarwal, Managing Di-
rector of Amulya Mica said the
Company focuses on innovation
and engaging with customers.
“Our constant objective has
been to merge functionality and
design excellence. At The Style

Studio, we are offering a hands-
on experience that empowers
our customers to see their vision
and deliver accordingly. This
will be an extension of our con-
fidence in this region’s potential

‘We are very happy to take
The Style Studio to Kolkata.
This center is part of our
vision of providing premier
quality design solutions
in an accessible way for
homeowners, professionals,
as well as students, By
hosting this center at the
heart of the city, we are
ensuring convenience for
all who are |ooking for
inspiration and guidance for
their interior projects.”

~Ms. Shailja Agarwal

call at: 974848
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and resolve to make premium
solutions more accessible to the
market,” he stated.

Breathing life into
living spaces

The Style Studio is more than
a mere display gallery - it pro-
vides an immersive environ-
ment where visitors can explore
the brand’s wide range of dec-
orative laminates and interior
solutions in a real-world con-

régistration at

district

text. What the Studio does is
innovate the interior layout by
integrating interactive displays,
touch-and-feel material samples
and virtual design assistance to
provide customers and profes-
sionals with practical tools in
envisioning and planning their
projects. The Style Studio seam-
lessly blends technology with
aesthetics, embodying Amulya
Mica's mission to deliver inno-
vative solutions tailored for con-
temporary living spaces.

Amulya Mica has demonstrat-
ed bold confidence in the mar-
ket by strategically investing in
retail innovation. The strategy
behind this investment clear-
ly holds a sense that in Kolkata
there is a strong requirement
for sophisticated and custom-
ized interior design solutions.
Ms. Shailja Agarwal, Marketing
Director of Amulya Mica said
that the biggest challenge is to
cater to the changing needs of
customers.
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HAPPY B’DAY

SHYAM BENEGAL, RANA DAGGUBATI

Expect happiness, joy and
harmony. The universe seems
to be agreeing with your path
and aiding forward movement
into something greater. With
perseverance and a positive
aftitude, your professional
journey will be filled with joy and
accomplishment. This year, your

health could be better, but you need to continue maintaining self-discipline.

— Nita Chhotalal

ALSO:VANESSA HUDGENS

What: Prateek Kuhad's Silhou-
ettes [ndia Tour

Where: Aquatica

When: Today; 6pm onwards
What to expect: Following
sold-out shows across the
country last month and
anintercontinental
Journey spanning
over 45 cities in North
America, the UK, Eu-
rope, Australia, New
Zealand, the UAE and
Nepal earlier this year,
Prateek Kuhad is back for
thenext phase of his India
tour.

The second leg of the Silhou-
ettes India Towr kicks off this
evening in Calcutta and willalso
cover Guwahati, Lucknow, Indore
and Ahmedabad before wrapping

up the year on a high note.
Prateek, known for his
chart-topping English and Hindi
tracks, such as cold/mess, Kasoor,
Kho gaye hum kahan, has
hada remarkable year
with successful shows
across continents and
thereleaseof three
English singles — No
|7 Complaints, I'm Some-
V.. oneNewand Just Like
a Movie.
Fans and netizens have

Prateek Kuhad  paan raving about his mes-

merising performances,
with many praising the stunning
visuals at the India Tour. Catch
Prateek live as he continues to
enchant audiences with his soul-
ful performance. Tickets live on
prateekkuhad.comAour
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TODAY’’S T 1P S byNita Chhotalal

s AREES

DO pursue your dreams and make
choices that align with your passions
and values

DON'T doubt yourself

EXPECT tobreak iree fram
whatever binds you and step out of
your comfort zone

€ TAURUS

DO be a supportive force in the lives
of those around you

DON'T get disconnected from loved
ones

EXPECT to re-establish your
conneclion with the natural world

@ GEMIN

DO find peace in the loving
relationship that offers you a sense of
unity

DON'T trust people blindly

EXPECT to nurture the connection
that brings you happiness

€D cancer

DO trust your instincts and welcome
the uncharted paths in your life

DON'T be fearful

EXPECT toexplore deeper
layers of your existence

€D Leo

DO embrace the freedom that is

waiting beyond your selfimposed
constraints

DON'T be negatve

EXPECT tobreak free from mental
blockages and find a way out

€N virco

DO take help from mentors who can
offer guidance in times of uncertainty

DON'T be controlled by others

EXPECT (o find solace in the rituals
that give a sense of purpose

& LiBRA

DO utilise every professional
opportunity to grow
DON'T be uncertain

EXPECT to getinto productive
mode at work and ensure you handle
all crucial tasks diligently

@ SCORPIO

DO follow your heart
DON'T become overly idealistic

EXPECT your emotions to guide
you towards a greater understanding

€5 SAGITTARIUS

DO find contentment in the present
moment

DON'T get emationally drained
EXPECT a senseof joy to permealte
every aspect of life

&) capRICORN

DO use your emolions as a source of
slrength and wisdom

DON'T be judgemental

EXPECT to stay in gratitude and go
with the flow

@ AQUARIUS

DO learn from your past experiences
and use them as guidance

DON'T be pessimistic
EXPECT to hawe the inner strength
to fight circumstances

& risces

DO extend a helping hand to those
around you
DON'T be selfish

EXPECT to share your good fortune
with those less fortunate

Nita Chhotalal ison n @Divine Grace - Nita Chhotelal @ (@mysticalzuidancelyvnita
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MARDAANI 3 ANNOUNCED!

RANI MUKERJI

YASH RAJ FILMS FrREsuNTS

oirecTorR ABHIRAJ MINAWA

AANIZ

rnooucern ADITYA CHOPRA

IN CINEMAS

=026

ani Mukeriji is all set to

return as darvedevil cop

ShivaniShivaji Roy inthe
third instalment of Mardaani.
Titled Mardaani 3, the film will hit
theatres in 2026.

The announcement was made
on Friday, which marks the release
anniversary of Mardaani 2.

“I'm thrilled to announce
that we are starting shooting of
Mardaani 3in April 2025! It is
always special to wear the police
uniform and play a character that
has only given me love. I'm proud
toessay the character of this
feisty cop againin Mardaani 3as
atribute to all the unsung, brave,
self-sacrificing cops who work
tirelessly every single day to keep
us safe,” said Rani, who has won

alotof praise for her portrayal of
the no-nonsense, gritty character
in Mardaani (2014) and Mardaani
2(2019).

Rani added: “Mardaani is an
extremely loved franchise and
we havea certain responsibility
to deliver to the expectations that
people have, We will do our best
to live up to this. Mardaani 3is
dark, deadly and brutal. So, I'm
intrigued to find out the response
of the people towards owr film. I
hope they shower this film with
the same amount of love that they
have always given.”

Abhiraj Minawala will direct
Mardaani 3, taking over from Gopi
Puthran who helmed Mardaani
2. The first film was directed by
Pradeep Sarkar.
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TECH

pple has something
to offer before
Christmas — 108
18.2, one of the
most important
software updates of [
the year. For iPhone 15
Pro, 15 Pro Max and all
iPhone 16 users, several
new features have been
added. [

GENMOJI: ENOUGH TO
UP THE PET GAME

Genmaoji involves coming up with
an emoji that doesn’t exist in
reality. It can be used in Messages,
Stickers, Tapbacks and even as a
reaction to a message

To create Genmaji, open any
app with text input that accepts
emaojis, such as Messages or Notes.
Shift to the emoji picker as you
normally would by tapping the
smiling emaoji in the lower left of
the kevboard. Tap the Genmaoji icon
to the right of the search field to
bring up the creator.

To make a new Genmaoji, type
what vou want your emaoji to look
like. Keep it simple for best results,
for example; “Cat drinking beer”,
“Moonlit cafe” or “Jar of candies”.
Once the emoji gets created, vou
can keep coming up with iterations.
There appears to be no limit and
it takes a couple of seconds to

(Left to right)
Image Playground,
I Genmoji andWriting
Tools. Pictures:
Mathures Paul
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HERE’S HOW TO USE ALL THE APPLE
INTELLIGENCE-POWERED TOOLS ON iOS 18.2

— GENMOJI, IMAGE PLAYGROUND AND MORE

allows physics to go for a toss and
it's funtouse,
Apple's approach to artificial
intelligence isa welcome change
of pace for photographers. The
company is known to celebrate
authenticity with its photo
i features. Without making
any compromises to

create an emaji. reality, Apple has
There is excellent f Image Wand \ come upwith a fun

integration — though . lets you create

indirectly — between I visualaids for your

Genmoji and Image \ notes on iPhone

Playground creations. For
example, [ wanted to create
a Genmaoji of my daughter
trying out different Indian
outfits. Assoon as [ keyed
inthe text prompt,
Genmoji asked me to
choose a person’s
picture, which got the
Image Playground
treatment in the
backeround and
alikeliness
was chosen
for Genmaoji.
This makes
the feature
customisable
and effective.
Those
who don't have
iPhone 15 Pro, 15 Pro
Max or any of the iPhone
165 can receive Genmoji. You can
then reuse them.

iPHONE IS YOUR
PLAYGROUND WITH
IMAGE PLAYGROUND
Image Playground is part of Apple
Intelligence, allowing users to
enter atext prompt, and the Al will
produce animage in the styleof a
cartoon,

First, why a cartoon style and
not an actual representation?
Creating lifelike images has its
setof complications because at a
glance these images can be passed
off as real. Second, however much
progress Al has made, there are
often errors in images created
using the technology. On the other
hand, having cartoon-like pictures

and iPad

MORE

HELPFUL

FEATURES

» Volume Limit: The Settings
app now has a new Volume
Limit control. This lets you
limit how loud youriPhone
speakers can play media.

» Photos app tweak: Videos
inthe Pholos app no longer
200m in or out when you lap
on them.

¥ Camera Control: Camera
Control two-stage shutter lets
you lodk focus and exposure
in Camera when light pressing
the Camera Control. Also,
double-click speed can be
adjusted. Double-click in
Settings > Accessibility >
Camera Control. You can
choose from Default, Slow,
and Slower.

tool that photographers won't mind
having,

Image Playzround can be
accessed via a dedicated app or
through the Messages app by
clicking on the “+" button on the left
side of the text box.

Eey in what exactly you are
looking for, like “A cat having a mug
of hot chocolate in winter.” You

can use multiple descriptors at
once, If you try to use more,
Image Playground
replaces older
sugeestions
with newer
ones.

There
are two styles
to choose from
when you begin

“animation”
and “illustration”.
Onoe you generate
animage, you

can apply themes
(adventure, birthday,
disco, fantasy and so
on), costumes (artist,
astronaut, chef, farmer
and the list continues),

accessories(baseball cap,
beret, bowtie and whatnaot)

and places (stadium, stage,
voleano and yada-vada).

Another cool feature involves

merging twoimages. For example,
let's create an image of a cat having
amugof hot chocolate, It's there
on the screen., Now, let's choose a
picture from the gallery, like that of
a park, and then see the cat's image
get merged into all the greenery.

If vou try to create images of
celebrities or those with copyright,
like Mickey Mouse, there will be an
ErTor screen.

SIRI MEETS
CHATGPT We created a
Access to OpenAl's I bunch of emoji
ChatGPT is easy when using Genmaoiji. Note:
youuse iPhone, Siri can The illustration doesn’t
now hand over requests reflect exactly how the
to ChatGPT, a feature Genmoji appears in
that’s opt-in. Messages a

You can restrict \ sesape /

queries to Siri or allow

o - .‘.,

-~

Image
Playground with
all the options

it to passon
to ChatGPT
for complex
queries. You
don't need
tohave an
account to
access ChatGPT. But if vou want
to access the more complex areas
of ChatGPT orif you already have
a ChatGPT account, you can log in
for specific requests.

If you want to make it simpler
to turn requests over to ChatGPT,
vou can toggle off the Ask Every
Time setting so Siridoesn’t always
need vour permission to contact
ChatGPT. Siri with ChatGPT
integration supports on-screen
responses, so youcan do things like
ask “what's in this photo?” when
vou're staring at an image.

The idea of conversational Al
can be experienced. For example,
aslong as you've enabled ChatGPT
in settings, you can start a question

and follow up without restarting
the full context. Also, Siri's
capabilities are on the way up, up
and up.

VISUAL INTELLIGENCE...
KNOCK, KNOCK ON
NOGGIN'S DOOR

On iPhone 16, Visual Intelligence

is a big feature. For example,

you seea building that looks
important but how can you find
more information? Long press the
Camera Control button to get to
Visual Intelligence, and then point
your iPhone at something. Youcan
get hours and reviews if the camera
islooking ata restaurant, copy text,
get text read aloud, search for items
on Google, ask ChatGPT questions
about objects, and much more.

SECRET WEAPON: IMAGE
WAND

You may have heard about it

but perhaps not found much
information about it. It's
somewhat of an offshoot of Image
Playground, you canuse a text
description and Apple Intelligence
to whip up an image for you, but
vou can also use your own rough
drawings as base. Remember,

> 5

Image Playground and Genmaoji
don’t support sketches asan
inspiration for images generated by
Apple Intelligence.

Apple came up with the feature
for the Notes app and most of
Apple's highlighting of the feature
has been for the iPad version of
Image Wand, but it does work in the
Notes app on iPhone as well.

Say youhave writtena note and
want to give it a contextual image.
Tap into the Markup menu to get
to the Image Wand tool, Theicon
looks somewhat like a magician's
wand.

Select the tool, draw acircle in
ablank spot in your note, and the
Image Wand feature will create an
image. Theimage parameters will
be auto-filled based on what you've
writtenin your note,

Asusual, users can go through
the different image options to find
the most relevant image.

Incaseit is a handwritten note,
youcan still have the Image Wand
generate an image based on your
handwritten text. This is useful for
note-taking in a class.

FRANK SINATRA DA
RAPPER: WRITING TOOLS
We have seen writing tools in
action for some weeks but Tim
Cook’s team has taken the game
anotch higher, You don’t only
need your speech to sound
professional or friendly, make
it sound pleasing to, say, a
rapper... or for that matter, a
poet, We tried it on a Frank
Sinatraspeech and “da
man” sounds good.

Mathures Paul
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ARTS
FESTIVAL A MONTH-LONG CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS

A KCC initiative
Supparted by Emami CSR

EXHIBITIONS | WORKSHOPS | FILM SCREENINGS
21 NOV— 22 DEC °24 THEATRE | PERFORMANCES | TALKS

AND BRAVERY OF EAST BENGAL CLUB
Exhibition on the history of East Bengal Club

13- 22 DEC | 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM

artists showcasing a diverse range of styles and mediums
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This weeklong celebration feztures 70 established and emerging ‘

11- 17 DEC | 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM

VENUE: KOLKATA GENTRE FOR CREATIVITY | 777 ANANDAPUR | E.M. BYPASS | KOLKATA 700107 BEHIND FORTIS HOSPITAL
FOR MORE INFORMATION: -919674140905
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CAMPUS

SNAPSHOTS FROM THE
GALA 50TH REUNION OF
THE BATCH OF 1974 OF
LA MARTINIERE FOR BOYS

he 1974 batch of walked through the corridors of
La Martiniere for Boys their beloved school, sat in their
took anostalgic joyride old classrooms and explored the
half a century after other nooks and corners of their
passing out of school, school where they had spent many

with batchmates and friends on
November 9 for their S0th reunion
at the school campus. The alumni

memaorable days of their school
life. The gala reunion celebration,
attended by alumni fom across

the world, started with a dinner
party at Hiland Sapphire on
November 8§, followed by a meet
at their school campus inthe
afternoon of November 9and
concluded with another dinner
party at Calcutta Swimming Club
on the same day. Glimpses.

The batch of 1974 posed for a group photograph with two of
their teachers in front of the Round Chapel of the school

| ety D

(L-R) The four house captains of the 1974 batch: Raja Ray,
I.S. Bhandari (who was also the school captain), Romi Raj
Prasher, and Murli Ramanathan placed a wreath on the
school's founder, Major General Claude Martin's bust

John Stephen, acting principal of La
Martiniere for Boys, said: “La Martiniere for
Boys and La Martiniere for Girls are vintage
schools, and they carry a lot of legacy. Our
alumni fondly remember their school days and
they all come together on some years to have
their reunions. Today's occasion is the reunion
of the 1974 batch. Despite several difficulties,
they all have managed to come together here to
reminisce about their school days.”

“This is the time to renew the memories of
vour school days and make new memories.
When you walked down today in this school
that is your second home, I hope you are able
to reconcile yourself with your past. It is very
important. The fact that yvou can come back
together like thisis a reason enough to look
ahead and celebrate new memories,” said
Rupkatha Sarkar, principal of La Martiniere
for Girls.

The Class of 1974 met for a dinner party along with their spouses at

Hiland Sapphire on November 8

“Qur 50th reunion is filled
with nostalgia, emotion,
moments and memories.
The walk swagger, smiles
and stories were energetic,”
said I.S. Bhandari, who was
the school captain of the

.; 1974 batch of La Martiniere
. for Boys.

F = A

(Left toright) Michael Carapiet, who
attended the reunion from Australia, 1.S.
Bhandari, and Murli Ramanathan, who
attended the reunion from the US, at the
dinner party at Calcutta Swimming Club

(L-R) Richard Rekhy, Michael Carapiet,

Joy Majumdar, Arijit Ghose and Sudip
Bhattacharya gathered at the after party to
reminisce their school days

Sharmistha Dasgupta (t12intern)
Pictures: B Halder

FEEDBACK

£2
TALK

THE CELEB YOU WISH TO FOLLOW ON A 24X7 REALITY SHOW

Prajakta Koli, aka MostlySane,
would be my pick for a 24x7 follow
reality show. Widely known

for her highly relatable and

! rationality, knowledge, and a
|
|
|
|
i
humorous slice-of-life content, ;
|
|
|
|
|
|

candour that resonates with

her audience. Her works are
thoughtful, yet full of positivity and
enthusiasm, inspiring us toexplore
new opportunities as well as
enhance our personal development
skills. Besides being a successful
comedian, she is a talented actress,
acing her characters to perfection.
From humble beginnings as a radio
jockey to leading a community of
millions, Prajakta’s dedication
and passion serveasa
testament to her soaring
success, (Which celebrity
would you like fo see in

a 24 T-follow reality
show... August 21)
Aayman Anwar Ali

shehas garnereda massive

fan following on the Internet.
She is sweet, quick-witted and
authentic, enabling her totackle
awiderange of
topics with

i
i
1'3‘ i

Prajakta Koli

Shreya Ghoshal: Her smile,

style of talking, attitude and, of
course, singing, has a unigue
sweetness, ['d love to see how she
manages time, her little one and
family and singing together.

Present and former Indian
women cricketers like Veda
Krishnamurti, Mithali Raj and
Jhulan Goswami: It takesalot
of hard work, determination
and pain to be achieve what they
have on the cricketing field. lam
interested in finding out what
their daily schedule is.

Kristen Stewart: Itis
admirable how she is unaffected
by the media, criticism or what
others think. She's happy being
herself. I'd like to take a peek into
her life.

Dwayne Johnson: Beinga
family man, legendary wrestler,
great actor and a good human
being is a rare combination.

I'd like to see him come home a
tired actor and then become an
energetic daddy.

Dayita Chakraborty

The celebrity whom I would like
to see in a 24=7 follow reality
show is Kinzang Lhamo of

Bhutan who might have reached
the finishing line last in the
women’s marathon at the Paris
Olympics, but has won the hearts
of all for her tenacity, perseverance
and neversay-die attitude. Surely,
she had comprehended much
before theend of the race that

even a bronze medal would not

be garnered. Yet she continuedto
remain in the competition instead
of quitting, ultimately completing
theentire 26.2 mile coursein 3
hours 52 mimutes and 59 seconds by
battling the hilly terrain and heat
conditions.

Apart from her physical
fitness and mental toughness, the
deep philosophy embedded in her
psyche, which allowed Lhamo
to concentrate upon the task in
hand, irrespective of the result,
simply mesmerise me,

So Idesire to follow Kinzang
Lhamo so as to get enlightened
about her daily activities
which make her physically
fit and mentally tough, and
thereafter, learn to utilise my
capabilities to the maximum and
acquire the positive mindset of
accomplishing the task at hand
in a consistent fashion without
expressing an iota of lethargy
or expecting any materialistic
reward.

Kajal Chatterjee

The celebrity I'would like to see
in a24=7follow reality showis
Prosenjit. Heis aliving legend
and, undoubtedly, the greatest
heroof Bengali cinema after
Uttam Kumar. So, [ think if in
future a reality show on him
happens in which the Tollywood
superstar’s lifie is showcased 24=7,
Bengalis would love to watch it.
Sourish Misra
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Dev and Jisshu "-‘ ;

he pre-trailer launch of
Dev's Chrristmas film,
Khadaan, turned into
amassive fan frenzy

as hundreds of his
ardent admirers flocked to Miraj
Cinemas, Salt Lake, recently.
The air was filled with chants of
“Devea superstar”, as the actor
looking dapper made a grand
entrance. The event was a star-
studded affair, with the film’s cast
and crew, including Dev, Jisshu
Sengupta, Sneha Bose and Idhika
Paul, gracing the occasion. Fans,
who had been waiting for hours,
were eager to catcha glimpse of

their favourite actors. Some even
brought personalised paintings asa
token of their love and admiration.
Raja rraja and Haye re bive,
songs from the film were shown,
which received massive cheers
from the packed hall. Directed by
Soojit Dutta, Khadeaan promises a
thrilling action extravaganza. The
pre-trailer opens with a captivating
glimpseof Dev, his faceetched
with determination, against the
backdrop of a sprawling coal mine.
The scenequickly cuts to fast-paced
action sequences, showeasing Dev's
character engaging in hand-to-
hand combat and wielding heavy

machinery with practised ease. The
glimpses of action are interspersed
with shots of dusty landscapes,
smoky environments, and fleeting
moments of romance, hinting at a
multifaceted narrative.

Jisshu Sengupta also makes
a prominent appearance in the
pre-trailer, though the details of
his character remain shrouded in
mystery. The interplay between
Dev and Jisshu's characters
promises an intrigning dynamie,
potentially one that fuels the

The castand crew of Khadaan

narrative or creates conflict. The
pre-trailer effectively utilises sharp
cuts, dynamic camerawork, and

a pulsating soundtrack to create

an atmosphere of suspense and
anticipation.

It has been a success spree for
Dev and he is leaving no stone
unturned to promote Khadaan,
astory that appealed tohim in
multiple ways. He told t2 inan
exclusive chat, “Throughout the
past month, the way the audience
has showered love on Khadaan
even before its releaseis very
humbling. The world where
Khadaan detonates felt something
entirely new to me, The coal belt
around the Damodar Valley... is
ourstory, Bengal, Jharkhand,
Bihar... stories here are completely
untouched. When Rino(Soojit)
brought this story to me, the
structure appealed to me. [ visited
the mines two to thiree times before
starting the shoot.

“Now, there are some private
mines, some public and there are
several formalities too. But when
Ifirst went down a coalmine, [
was awe-struck! Ijust knew that
Khadaan is a huge film and Rinois
anew director so it would be a lot on
my shoulders. But the story and the
world is so unexplored that [ knew
this film had to bemade., It wasa
learning experience for me. [am
very excited about the world that I
wanted tobring on the big screen,

DECODING THE PRE-TRAILER OF KHADAAN

little over a minute
long, the short, action-
packed clip is a blend
of sleekly edited shots
of significant scenes
from Khadaan, that offer broad
hints about its general plot and
storyline without giving away
details about the characters and
their identities.
One of the main elements
of interest in the pre-trailer is
the character played by Jisshu
Sengupta, who may be castin
adualrole. Asrevealed in the
teaser and character posters of
Khadaan, his role is that of a
Vaishnav singer who is a friend
to the character of Dev. However,
a scene where he briefly makes
anappearance as an industrialist
or maybe a politician makes
the viewer question whether
he also plays the role of Dev's
character's adversary. His body
language and demeanour also
sugzest that he is corrupt and
dishonest, further intensifying
the probability of his being

involved in crime and betrayal,
key themes already alluded to in
earier promos of the film. It is
probable that Devand Jisshu’s
characters were friends who have
now turned foes because of aclash
of ambitions.

The pre-trailer offers clues
of secrets being unravelled, with
Dev’s character defying his fortune
to forge his own destiny. Its setting
in an industrial town in the coal
belt, Khadaan’s pre-traileris also
full of explosive action, violence
and bloodshed, indicating that it
will be a full-blown commercial
entertainer and will appeal to the
masses. An intriguing angle is
introduced into the pre-trailerin
theform of the voice of Dev's
character, which acts as anarrator.
It is cautious and mysterious,
appears to speak in riddles and
leaves a lot unsaid — adding to the
curiosity and enigma surrounding
the film.

As evident in the teaser
also, Dev's look, mannerisms
as well as thespectacularly-

°

A moment from Khadaan
L/

choreographed action sequences
seem to be inspired by South
Indian blockbusters such as KGF
and Salaar. The colour tone of

the film too bears influences of
these films, reflecting the sooty,
charred environment of the coal
heartland and alsoits grim and

A%

through our songs, teasers, and
finally, the film, and the audience
can get closer to that world.”

Jisshusaid, “I have done a lot
of mass films in other languages
too but Ican say with confidence
that Khadaan is going to bea
groundbreaking one! In Bengali
cinema, I am doing action after a
long time. [ believe this film can
change the scene for Bengali mass
films. My character is incredible. I
am here for Christmas and will be
promoting Khadaan.”

While addressing the crowd,
Dev revealed that when Idhika
was offered the film, she was
more excited about seeing Dev in
his old avatar than her ownrole.
While speaking to t2, Idhika said,
“Everyone who loves Devda is
excited that he is coming back to
mass action films with Khadaan.
It is a big deal to present yourself
while working alongside such
big actors soa lot of preparation
went into it. Khadaan has what
wecall ‘chomok’ in Bengali and [
can't wait for the audience to enjoy
the ilm!" Khadaan promises to
be a high-octane action thriller,
with Dev delivering a powerful
performance. The film is slated to
release in theatres on December 20.

Sanjali Brahma

Pictures: Krishna Kumar Sharma

grey characters and themes,

The pre-trailer unfolds
another important detail as
yet unrevealed by the earlier
promos — that Dev’s character
had been imprisoned fora
crime. Perhaps falsely indicted,
he is the one who seeks revenge
after he is released firom
jail. A lighthearted note is
struck with a tiny snippet of a
colourful, romantic song and
dance number, and a scene of
festive revelry. However, the
momentary lapse of tension
is renewed by a clamorous
chorus chanting in the
background that announces
the launch of an onslaught by
the protagonist, who has finally
arrived to stake his claimon
what has been wrongfully taken
away from him.

Produced by Surinder
Films and Dev Entertainment
Ventures, Khadaan, also
starring Anirban Chakrabarti,
Barkha Bisht, Idhika Paul, and
Sneha Bose, hits theatres on
December 20.

Piya Roy
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Keliata Interatonal Fim Fesfival

very yvear, the Kolkata

International Film

Festival announces afocus

country and this time it

was France. Emphasis
was on films by women filmmakers
of France. Three women filmmakers,
who travelled all the way from “The
Hexagon' country to KIFF for the
sereening of their films — Celine
Rouzet (For Night Will Come),
Caroline Vignal (It’s Raining Men)
and Elise Otzenberger's (Call of
Water), covered a range of subjects,
from the mind and mystery to
fantasy and women's issues, dreams
and desires. At Nandan, t2 caught up
with them to talk about the new wave
of women French filmmakers, their
films and more.

Is it your first time in the city?
Did you get a chance to explore
Calcutta?

Caroline: Yes, itis our first timein
Caleutta,

Elise: We explored a little, We went
to the place where people make
idols...

Celine: Kumartuli. I particularly
loved the atmosphere of Kumartuli,
the traditional potters’ quarter in
North Calcutta, near the banksof
river Ganga. The narrow lanes, the
magic and religiosity in the air, both
the liveliness and quietness of the
area populated with artisans and
inhabitants, the beauty of clay
idols... [ went there twice!
Caroline: We also went to an Indian
wedding. It was the first time we saw
a wedding like this.

Elise: Yes! Very different from a
French wedding.

Did you get to taste the food in the
city?

Elise: Yes! At that wedding, the food
was amazing!

Celine: I had a kind of fish curry
from Bengal. I can't remember the
name... delicious!

Did you get to explore any
regional or Indian films?

Celine: [ recently watched Payal
Kapadia's All We Imagine As Light,
which Iabsolutely adored. It's a very
inspiring film, full of revolt and love.
Caroline: Yes, it wasat Cannesthis
year. I really liked that.

Elise: At KIFF, I couldn’t watch
anything else other than my own
movie as [ was very busy with it.

But sometimes [ watch Bollywood
movies... the commercial ones. Andl
love them (laughs)!

How are festivals like KIFF
helping in the global visibility of
anew wave of women French
filmmakers like yourself?

Celine: I was honoured and
delighted to be invited by KIFF and to
have my film, For Night Will Come,
sereened in front of an Indian
audience. The welcome was
magnificent. We also took partin a
round-table discussion organised by
Alliance Francaise du Bengale.
Several voung female students came
to see me afterwards with great
enthusiasm. I feel that seeing women
directors talk about their own films

A 12 EXCLUSIVE CHAT WITH THREE FRENCH

FILMMAKERS WHO SCREENED THEIR FILMS UNDER THE
CATEGORY ‘FOCUS FRANCE’, A HIGHLIGHT OF KIFF 30

(L-R) Caroline Vignal, Celine Rouzet
and Elise Otzenberger at Nandan for
the screening of their films at KIFF 30

and their career paths can
encourage other young women to
take the plunge, which is very
positive,

Elise: It was very interesting to have
my scereening here, The hall was full,
I'wasvery happy. It is very different
from owr country and here, Itis not
the same life at all. It isalways good
to have this kind of exchange.
Caroline: I think it is a very good
thing that KIFF isshowing our
movies. [don't know what kind of
films people see here.

What kind of stereotypes are you
allchallenging, what are the
topics you are focusing on?

Elise: Forme, I work on very
personal stories. Thisfilm was and
my next will also be. Of course, it
gives me the opportunity to think
about and speak about a lot of other
issues, For example, in Call of Water,
Icould speak about the women's
situation right now but the startisa
very personal subject.

Caroline: For me, it is the same, [
try to work on very personal
subjects. ITwork on very personal
and intimate filmsand I try to make
comedies, [ work on subjects that are
alittle more universal. Aslama
woman of more than 50 years now, [
talk about things from where [ stand
inlife.

Celine: [ like political films that
question reality while romanticising
it. I'm very interested in the
suffering of the marginalised and

worlds with their own laws and a
concentration of our society’s
injustices.

Something that the new wave of
filmmakers are focusing on in
their work is to alter the
existence of the male gaze in
French films that was earlier
predominant. How important is
it for your generation to come out
and alter that gaze and show
women in a different light...
focusing on their desires and
dreams?

Celine: It's a constant question in
my work! To make women exist as
they are, asbeings who dreamand
reflect, as desiring subjects capable of
making decisions and taking action,
rather than mere objects of desive. It's
also through the emergence of new
collective narratives that society will
change.

Elise: In France, we are quite lucky.
there's ahelping system sowecan
makea lot of different movies and
there are many new directors now.
The new directors have unique styles
and they are all working on different
subjects, But it isdifficulttosesitasa
kind of movement...I will be80 yvears
old or something like that tosee it
take the shape of acinema
movement!

Caroline, vour film talks about
the quinguagenarian women who
are breaking stereotypes and
exploring their desires... in India

.

b
didn’t laugh alot! Someone told me
that in fiestivals, people come to watch
serious films and that's the reason
they didn’t laugh orperhaps it was
the sereening slot!

There is a friend of mine who told
me a story about what she was going
through and I really felt she was
giving me a movie. She wasona
datingapp and is a little older than me
and not the kind of person that I
could imagine on dating apps! She
was trying tomeet men and tell a
funny story about it. She first said: Tt
israining menwhen you are in this, it
isreally raining men.” And [ told her:
“You are even giving me the title!”
(Lateghs)

Elise, vour film Call of Waterisa
fantasy title. What inspired vou to
tell this story?

[ alwaysloved the idea of cinema as
something that would be aplace to
put magic and that's what I did in my
film.

Celine, vour film For Night Will
Comecaters to a young adult
audience and is also a fantasy film
exploring the co-existence of
vampires in the human world.
What inspired you to make this
film?

Asachild, my older brother, Vincent,
was scared of vampires and said they
came into his bedroom to talk to him.
The vears passed and he became
obszessed with them. He seemed tofeel
aconnection with those scary,

It is still difficult for us to make movies that are very expensive that our male
counterparts can easily attempt. We still choose subjects about family, about intimacy

because we are women — Caroline Vignal

the fear of the other, the violence of
the norm and the savagery that
lurks beneath the surface of
ordinary life. The rejection of
difference, the question of raceand
the violence of neo-colonialismare
themes that obsess me, What my two
previous films have in common, and
what I suspect will be the next, isa
mixture of tenderness and violence.
It's also my obsession with
microcosms, those inward-looking

too, many filmmakers are
working on such subjects now.
What inspired you to make this
film?

Iamglad to hear that because we
don'treally get to meet the
international andience, [ was
thinking people don’'t have the same
life here, so they will probably not
enjoy it. The day we screened it, [ saw
alot of men in the audience. There
were hardly any women. People

dangerous, yet fragile and
misunderstood creatures. Just like
them, my brother was born different.
[twasn't obviousat first but as he
grewup, the gap between him and
other people became ever more
apparent. For Night Will Come was
inspired by my family and my
teenage vears, But the only way for
me to tell that story was through this
genre, What interests mein the figure
of the vampireis that it is a fragile

and frightening monster, whose
condition is invisible at first sight
difference, disability, depression or
adolescent ill-being are closely
associated with it. You could say that
this film sums up my obsession
disturbing characterscrackupa
very conventional world.

Your film also won the Jury
award at Cannes and now is at
KIFF. There have been many
popular films and books on the
fantasy world of vampires. What
is clicking with the audience?
This film is about the story of a
youngman with vampirism,
desperately trying to fitin a world
that doesn't look like him and tofind
some Kind of answer through love. I
think we can all identify with this
quest. It also focuses on marginality
and conformism, family sacrifices,
outbursts of anger, wild desires but
also highlights the savagery lying
beneath the surface of ordinary
Western life, Tlike the political load
and the intensity of emotions.and
sensations specific to the cinemaof
the imaginary woirlds, Inmovies,
vampires have embodied
marginality, predation,
contamination and eternal love, For
my part, I see the vampire as afragile
and tormented fgure, dissident and
eminently erotic. But what inspired
me most are monster-and-exclusion
movies like Cronenberg's The Fiy,
Tim Burton's Edweard Scissorhaneds
and The Elephant Man by David
Lynch. In the case of For Night Will
Come, vampirismisa condition as
mysterions as would be foran
orphan with disease or disability at
birth. It's almost a case study— what
happensif a teenager with vampire
symptoms arrives ina quiet,
uneventfiil residential
neighbourhood? Tlooked for a
jubilant, Parasite-like tone.

KIFF is not only focussed on
France as a country but also
highlighted women filmmakers
from France in this edition. Are
there any challenges in your
profession based on your gender?
Elise: [ think it is less than before It
isin all professions but right now
things are changing.

Caroline: It is still difficult for usto
make movies that are very expensive
that our male counterparts can
easily attempt. We still choose
subjects about family, about
intimacy because we are women.
Celine: Yes, although progress is
being made and attitudes towards
women directors are changing, the
figuresspeak for themselves: only
justover aquarter of European
films are directed by women,
according to the 2023 edition of a
study by the European Audiovisual
Observatory, which deplores the
‘underaepresentation’ of womenin
decision-making positions... over
the period 2018-2022, only 26 per cent
of European feature films (from EU
member countries) were directed by
women filmmakers.

Priyanka A. Roy
Picture: B Halder
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Dev and Jisshu "-‘ ;

he pre-trailer launch of
Dev's Chrristmas film,
Khadaan, turned into
amassive fan frenzy

as hundreds of his
ardent admirers flocked to Miraj
Cinemas, Salt Lake, recently.
The air was filled with chants of
“Devea superstar”, as the actor
looking dapper made a grand
entrance. The event was a star-
studded affair, with the film’s cast
and crew, including Dev, Jisshu
Sengupta, Sneha Bose and Idhika
Paul, gracing the occasion. Fans,
who had been waiting for hours,
were eager to catcha glimpse of

their favourite actors. Some even
brought personalised paintings asa
token of their love and admiration.
Raja rraja and Haye re bive,
songs from the film were shown,
which received massive cheers
from the packed hall. Directed by
Soojit Dutta, Khadeaan promises a
thrilling action extravaganza. The
pre-trailer opens with a captivating
glimpseof Dev, his faceetched
with determination, against the
backdrop of a sprawling coal mine.
The scenequickly cuts to fast-paced
action sequences, showeasing Dev's
character engaging in hand-to-
hand combat and wielding heavy

machinery with practised ease. The
glimpses of action are interspersed
with shots of dusty landscapes,
smoky environments, and fleeting
moments of romance, hinting at a
multifaceted narrative.

Jisshu Sengupta also makes
a prominent appearance in the
pre-trailer, though the details of
his character remain shrouded in
mystery. The interplay between
Dev and Jisshu's characters
promises an intrigning dynamie,
potentially one that fuels the

The castand crew of Khadaan

narrative or creates conflict. The
pre-trailer effectively utilises sharp
cuts, dynamic camerawork, and

a pulsating soundtrack to create

an atmosphere of suspense and
anticipation.

It has been a success spree for
Dev and he is leaving no stone
unturned to promote Khadaan,
astory that appealed tohim in
multiple ways. He told t2 inan
exclusive chat, “Throughout the
past month, the way the audience
has showered love on Khadaan
even before its releaseis very
humbling. The world where
Khadaan detonates felt something
entirely new to me, The coal belt
around the Damodar Valley... is
ourstory, Bengal, Jharkhand,
Bihar... stories here are completely
untouched. When Rino(Soojit)
brought this story to me, the
structure appealed to me. [ visited
the mines two to thiree times before
starting the shoot.

“Now, there are some private
mines, some public and there are
several formalities too. But when
Ifirst went down a coalmine, [
was awe-struck! Ijust knew that
Khadaan is a huge film and Rinois
anew director so it would be a lot on
my shoulders. But the story and the
world is so unexplored that [ knew
this film had to bemade., It wasa
learning experience for me. [am
very excited about the world that I
wanted tobring on the big screen,

DECODING THE PRE-TRAILER OF KHADAAN

little over a minute
long, the short, action-
packed clip is a blend
of sleekly edited shots
of significant scenes
from Khadaan, that offer broad
hints about its general plot and
storyline without giving away
details about the characters and
their identities.
One of the main elements
of interest in the pre-trailer is
the character played by Jisshu
Sengupta, who may be castin
adualrole. Asrevealed in the
teaser and character posters of
Khadaan, his role is that of a
Vaishnav singer who is a friend
to the character of Dev. However,
a scene where he briefly makes
anappearance as an industrialist
or maybe a politician makes
the viewer question whether
he also plays the role of Dev's
character's adversary. His body
language and demeanour also
sugzest that he is corrupt and
dishonest, further intensifying
the probability of his being

involved in crime and betrayal,
key themes already alluded to in
earier promos of the film. It is
probable that Devand Jisshu’s
characters were friends who have
now turned foes because of aclash
of ambitions.

The pre-trailer offers clues
of secrets being unravelled, with
Dev’s character defying his fortune
to forge his own destiny. Its setting
in an industrial town in the coal
belt, Khadaan’s pre-traileris also
full of explosive action, violence
and bloodshed, indicating that it
will be a full-blown commercial
entertainer and will appeal to the
masses. An intriguing angle is
introduced into the pre-trailerin
theform of the voice of Dev's
character, which acts as anarrator.
It is cautious and mysterious,
appears to speak in riddles and
leaves a lot unsaid — adding to the
curiosity and enigma surrounding
the film.

As evident in the teaser
also, Dev's look, mannerisms
as well as thespectacularly-

°

A moment from Khadaan
L/

choreographed action sequences
seem to be inspired by South
Indian blockbusters such as KGF
and Salaar. The colour tone of

the film too bears influences of
these films, reflecting the sooty,
charred environment of the coal
heartland and alsoits grim and

A%

through our songs, teasers, and
finally, the film, and the audience
can get closer to that world.”

Jisshusaid, “I have done a lot
of mass films in other languages
too but Ican say with confidence
that Khadaan is going to bea
groundbreaking one! In Bengali
cinema, I am doing action after a
long time. [ believe this film can
change the scene for Bengali mass
films. My character is incredible. I
am here for Christmas and will be
promoting Khadaan.”

While addressing the crowd,
Dev revealed that when Idhika
was offered the film, she was
more excited about seeing Dev in
his old avatar than her ownrole.
While speaking to t2, Idhika said,
“Everyone who loves Devda is
excited that he is coming back to
mass action films with Khadaan.
It is a big deal to present yourself
while working alongside such
big actors soa lot of preparation
went into it. Khadaan has what
wecall ‘chomok’ in Bengali and [
can't wait for the audience to enjoy
the ilm!" Khadaan promises to
be a high-octane action thriller,
with Dev delivering a powerful
performance. The film is slated to
release in theatres on December 20.

Sanjali Brahma

Pictures: Krishna Kumar Sharma

grey characters and themes,

The pre-trailer unfolds
another important detail as
yet unrevealed by the earlier
promos — that Dev’s character
had been imprisoned fora
crime. Perhaps falsely indicted,
he is the one who seeks revenge
after he is released firom
jail. A lighthearted note is
struck with a tiny snippet of a
colourful, romantic song and
dance number, and a scene of
festive revelry. However, the
momentary lapse of tension
is renewed by a clamorous
chorus chanting in the
background that announces
the launch of an onslaught by
the protagonist, who has finally
arrived to stake his claimon
what has been wrongfully taken
away from him.

Produced by Surinder
Films and Dev Entertainment
Ventures, Khadaan, also
starring Anirban Chakrabarti,
Barkha Bisht, Idhika Paul, and
Sneha Bose, hits theatres on
December 20.

Piya Roy
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International Film

Festival announces afocus

country and this time it

was France. Emphasis
was on films by women filmmakers
of France. Three women filmmakers,
who travelled all the way from “The
Hexagon' country to KIFF for the
sereening of their films — Celine
Rouzet (For Night Will Come),
Caroline Vignal (It’s Raining Men)
and Elise Otzenberger's (Call of
Water), covered a range of subjects,
from the mind and mystery to
fantasy and women's issues, dreams
and desires. At Nandan, t2 caught up
with them to talk about the new wave
of women French filmmakers, their
films and more.

Is it your first time in the city?
Did you get a chance to explore
Calcutta?

Caroline: Yes, itis our first timein
Caleutta,

Elise: We explored a little, We went
to the place where people make
idols...

Celine: Kumartuli. I particularly
loved the atmosphere of Kumartuli,
the traditional potters’ quarter in
North Calcutta, near the banksof
river Ganga. The narrow lanes, the
magic and religiosity in the air, both
the liveliness and quietness of the
area populated with artisans and
inhabitants, the beauty of clay
idols... [ went there twice!
Caroline: We also went to an Indian
wedding. It was the first time we saw
a wedding like this.

Elise: Yes! Very different from a
French wedding.

Did you get to taste the food in the
city?

Elise: Yes! At that wedding, the food
was amazing!

Celine: I had a kind of fish curry
from Bengal. I can't remember the
name... delicious!

Did you get to explore any
regional or Indian films?

Celine: [ recently watched Payal
Kapadia's All We Imagine As Light,
which Iabsolutely adored. It's a very
inspiring film, full of revolt and love.
Caroline: Yes, it wasat Cannesthis
year. I really liked that.

Elise: At KIFF, I couldn’t watch
anything else other than my own
movie as [ was very busy with it.

But sometimes [ watch Bollywood
movies... the commercial ones. Andl
love them (laughs)!

How are festivals like KIFF
helping in the global visibility of
anew wave of women French
filmmakers like yourself?

Celine: I was honoured and
delighted to be invited by KIFF and to
have my film, For Night Will Come,
sereened in front of an Indian
audience. The welcome was
magnificent. We also took partin a
round-table discussion organised by
Alliance Francaise du Bengale.
Several voung female students came
to see me afterwards with great
enthusiasm. I feel that seeing women
directors talk about their own films

A 12 EXCLUSIVE CHAT WITH THREE FRENCH

FILMMAKERS WHO SCREENED THEIR FILMS UNDER THE
CATEGORY ‘FOCUS FRANCE’, A HIGHLIGHT OF KIFF 30

(L-R) Caroline Vignal, Celine Rouzet
and Elise Otzenberger at Nandan for
the screening of their films at KIFF 30

and their career paths can
encourage other young women to
take the plunge, which is very
positive,

Elise: It was very interesting to have
my scereening here, The hall was full,
I'wasvery happy. It is very different
from owr country and here, Itis not
the same life at all. It isalways good
to have this kind of exchange.
Caroline: I think it is a very good
thing that KIFF isshowing our
movies. [don't know what kind of
films people see here.

What kind of stereotypes are you
allchallenging, what are the
topics you are focusing on?

Elise: Forme, I work on very
personal stories. Thisfilm was and
my next will also be. Of course, it
gives me the opportunity to think
about and speak about a lot of other
issues, For example, in Call of Water,
Icould speak about the women's
situation right now but the startisa
very personal subject.

Caroline: For me, it is the same, [
try to work on very personal
subjects. ITwork on very personal
and intimate filmsand I try to make
comedies, [ work on subjects that are
alittle more universal. Aslama
woman of more than 50 years now, [
talk about things from where [ stand
inlife.

Celine: [ like political films that
question reality while romanticising
it. I'm very interested in the
suffering of the marginalised and

worlds with their own laws and a
concentration of our society’s
injustices.

Something that the new wave of
filmmakers are focusing on in
their work is to alter the
existence of the male gaze in
French films that was earlier
predominant. How important is
it for your generation to come out
and alter that gaze and show
women in a different light...
focusing on their desires and
dreams?

Celine: It's a constant question in
my work! To make women exist as
they are, asbeings who dreamand
reflect, as desiring subjects capable of
making decisions and taking action,
rather than mere objects of desive. It's
also through the emergence of new
collective narratives that society will
change.

Elise: In France, we are quite lucky.
there's ahelping system sowecan
makea lot of different movies and
there are many new directors now.
The new directors have unique styles
and they are all working on different
subjects, But it isdifficulttosesitasa
kind of movement...I will be80 yvears
old or something like that tosee it
take the shape of acinema
movement!

Caroline, vour film talks about
the quinguagenarian women who
are breaking stereotypes and
exploring their desires... in India

.

b
didn’t laugh alot! Someone told me
that in fiestivals, people come to watch
serious films and that's the reason
they didn’t laugh orperhaps it was
the sereening slot!

There is a friend of mine who told
me a story about what she was going
through and I really felt she was
giving me a movie. She wasona
datingapp and is a little older than me
and not the kind of person that I
could imagine on dating apps! She
was trying tomeet men and tell a
funny story about it. She first said: Tt
israining menwhen you are in this, it
isreally raining men.” And [ told her:
“You are even giving me the title!”
(Lateghs)

Elise, vour film Call of Waterisa
fantasy title. What inspired vou to
tell this story?

[ alwaysloved the idea of cinema as
something that would be aplace to
put magic and that's what I did in my
film.

Celine, vour film For Night Will
Comecaters to a young adult
audience and is also a fantasy film
exploring the co-existence of
vampires in the human world.
What inspired you to make this
film?

Asachild, my older brother, Vincent,
was scared of vampires and said they
came into his bedroom to talk to him.
The vears passed and he became
obszessed with them. He seemed tofeel
aconnection with those scary,

It is still difficult for us to make movies that are very expensive that our male
counterparts can easily attempt. We still choose subjects about family, about intimacy

because we are women — Caroline Vignal

the fear of the other, the violence of
the norm and the savagery that
lurks beneath the surface of
ordinary life. The rejection of
difference, the question of raceand
the violence of neo-colonialismare
themes that obsess me, What my two
previous films have in common, and
what I suspect will be the next, isa
mixture of tenderness and violence.
It's also my obsession with
microcosms, those inward-looking

too, many filmmakers are
working on such subjects now.
What inspired you to make this
film?

Iamglad to hear that because we
don'treally get to meet the
international andience, [ was
thinking people don’'t have the same
life here, so they will probably not
enjoy it. The day we screened it, [ saw
alot of men in the audience. There
were hardly any women. People

dangerous, yet fragile and
misunderstood creatures. Just like
them, my brother was born different.
[twasn't obviousat first but as he
grewup, the gap between him and
other people became ever more
apparent. For Night Will Come was
inspired by my family and my
teenage vears, But the only way for
me to tell that story was through this
genre, What interests mein the figure
of the vampireis that it is a fragile

and frightening monster, whose
condition is invisible at first sight
difference, disability, depression or
adolescent ill-being are closely
associated with it. You could say that
this film sums up my obsession
disturbing characterscrackupa
very conventional world.

Your film also won the Jury
award at Cannes and now is at
KIFF. There have been many
popular films and books on the
fantasy world of vampires. What
is clicking with the audience?
This film is about the story of a
youngman with vampirism,
desperately trying to fitin a world
that doesn't look like him and tofind
some Kind of answer through love. I
think we can all identify with this
quest. It also focuses on marginality
and conformism, family sacrifices,
outbursts of anger, wild desires but
also highlights the savagery lying
beneath the surface of ordinary
Western life, Tlike the political load
and the intensity of emotions.and
sensations specific to the cinemaof
the imaginary woirlds, Inmovies,
vampires have embodied
marginality, predation,
contamination and eternal love, For
my part, I see the vampire as afragile
and tormented fgure, dissident and
eminently erotic. But what inspired
me most are monster-and-exclusion
movies like Cronenberg's The Fiy,
Tim Burton's Edweard Scissorhaneds
and The Elephant Man by David
Lynch. In the case of For Night Will
Come, vampirismisa condition as
mysterions as would be foran
orphan with disease or disability at
birth. It's almost a case study— what
happensif a teenager with vampire
symptoms arrives ina quiet,
uneventfiil residential
neighbourhood? Tlooked for a
jubilant, Parasite-like tone.

KIFF is not only focussed on
France as a country but also
highlighted women filmmakers
from France in this edition. Are
there any challenges in your
profession based on your gender?
Elise: [ think it is less than before It
isin all professions but right now
things are changing.

Caroline: It is still difficult for usto
make movies that are very expensive
that our male counterparts can
easily attempt. We still choose
subjects about family, about
intimacy because we are women.
Celine: Yes, although progress is
being made and attitudes towards
women directors are changing, the
figuresspeak for themselves: only
justover aquarter of European
films are directed by women,
according to the 2023 edition of a
study by the European Audiovisual
Observatory, which deplores the
‘underaepresentation’ of womenin
decision-making positions... over
the period 2018-2022, only 26 per cent
of European feature films (from EU
member countries) were directed by
women filmmakers.

Priyanka A. Roy
Picture: B Halder
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GOOD EARTH COMES TO CALCUTTA AT HINDUSTAN PARK.
t2 GET YOU THE FIRST LOOK OF THE STORE

= o e
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Good Earth’s Calcutta store is housed in a restored mid-20th-century Bengali home in Hindustan Park

ood Earthis for the old
soul. At their Calcutta
store, which is housed
ina restored mid-20th-
century Bengali home
in Hindustan Park and spread
across approximately 2,500sq
ft, you feela strange sense of
calm. The white building with
atouch of a sea-greenish hue,
originally constructed in the
19405, has a certain warmth about
it. Thereis a marble plague that
announces ‘Good Earth' to the
visitor and wears a patina of
familiarity. Push open the wrought
iron gate, and you feel you are
home. You cross a small courtyard
and enter the wonderland of
beauty, art and vibrant emotions.
There is a stunning melange
of sea green and the deepest of
reds inone room that's deeply
satisfying to behold. And, delicious
candy tangerine stripes in another.
There's poetry on the walls with
gorgeous wallpapers wrapping
the place up. Fresh flowers add to
the charm. There’s whites inone
room against which the shadow
of chandeliers stage a silent
drama. The mix and matchis
utterly joyous. Old-world romance
with each piece having its own
story.
t2 canght up with Anita Lal, the
visionary founder of Good Earth,
on coming to Calcutta with the
brand, and more.

We are so excited that Good
Earth is finally in Calcutta!
When did vou plan to come to
our City of Joy?

We've always felta deep
connection to Caleutta, a city that
beautifully balances tradition and
modernity. It's a place where
heritage is cherished, and the

cultural richness of the past
coexists with the vibrancy of today.
For Good Earth, opening a storein
Caleutta wasn't just a business
decision — it was about finding a
city that truly resonates with owr
values, where craftsmanship,
culture, and a love for the finer
things in life ave deeply ingrained.
We've had an

the contemporary context. So we
maintained the original red oxide
staircase, terrazzo floors, and large
windows with adjustable hurricane
shutters — features that are typical
of mid-century Calcutta homes.
One of the most captivating
elements is the expansive
verandah, or baranda. [t was once a
space where families

existing customer base
in Calcutta for years,
with many patrons
shopping from our
online boutique, so the
idea of opening a store
here was always
exciting, However, we
wanted to find the
right partners and the
right space and these
collaborations take
time. When we saw the
location, a beautifully
restored 19405 Bengali
home, we knew wehad
found our home in
Calcutta.

What are the architectural
highlights of the Calcutta store?
Thearchitectural highlights of aur
Caleutta store are atribute to the
city's soul. Located in the heart of
Hindustan Park, the building itself’
is a living testament to Calcutta's
heritage. Our philosophy has
always been to preserve and sustain
tradition ina way that is relevantin

Anita Lal, founder, Good
Earth. Picture courtesy:
Anita Lal

gathered, shared
stories, and basked in
theevening light, so we
wanted to keep that
idea of connection. It
flows seamlessly into
thestore’s design,
inviting visitors to
linger.

The store's layout
is deliberately
intimate, almost like
walking through a
home. Uniquely in our
Calcuttastore, each
room offers adistinet
experience — there's
bedroom, a living
room, a tearoom and
soon. It flows freely and visitors
can wander and discover at leisure.
The engraved marble plaque at the
entrance, a nod to the city's
architectural heritage, ties it all
together, serving asaquiet
reminder of the home we've come
to inhabit.

What of Calcuttais in Good

What: Good Earth

Where: 54/1B Hindustan Park

Timings: 11am-8pm (open
through the week)
Contact: +918981842255

Earth, Calcutta?

The store celebrates the soul of the
city! We drew from its architectural
and cultural heritage. It's all about
capturing the nuances that make
Calcutta's homes so distinetive
whether it's the traditional looring
materials, the use of nameplates, or
the sense of intimacy found inits
old buildings.

Caleutta's “cabin culture” — the
idea of small, private, yet
welcoming spaces where people
gather — also resonates strongly in
thedesign.

Why did you choose Hindustan
Park as the location?

Hindustan Park was chosen for its
upscale residential character and
proximity to someof Calcutta’s
finest restaurants and historic
landmarks. This areanot only
aligns with our brand image but
also caters to a diverse clientele
who appreciate quality and
heritage. [t has a neighbourhood
boutique vibe and is an artsy area
with contemporary as well as iconic
concept stores.

‘What of Richa Kanoi's aesthetics
made you want to partner with
her for the Calcutta store?
Richa's agsthetics resonate with
our vision at Good Earth, whichis
why we chose to partner with her.
Her meticulous work in breathing
fresh life into historic buildings,
like the beautiful Bengali family

We've always felt a deep connection to Calcutta, a city that beautifully balances tradition
and modernity. It’s a place where heritage is cherished, and the cultural richness of the
past coexists with the vibrancy of today. For Good Earth, opening a

store in Calcutta wasn’t just a business decision — it was about finding a city that truly
resonates with our values, where craftsmanship, culture, and a love for the finer things in
life are deeply ingrained — Anita Lal, founder, Good Earth

Each
room is
designed
with its
own
design
scheme.
Thisisa
cosy living
room

section

home she transformed into
Bombaim (Dr Sarat Banerjee
Road), is a testament to her
sensitivity to the city's
architectural history. She
recognises that buildings are not
Justrelics of the past but living,
evolving spaces. This philosophy
aligns perfectly with Good Earth's
belief in adapting and celebrating
heritage while Infusing it with
purpose for the present.

Richa's long-standing
admiration for Good Earth also
ensures that owr collaboration
feels authentic and seamless, as
she truly understands the essence
of owr brand.

What are your expectations
from the Calcutta store?
Our expectations forr the Caleutta
store are multifaceted and deeply
rooted in understanding the city's
unique cultural landscape. We
want to learn more about the
diverse communities that call
Calcutta home, particulary the
Bengali and Marwari cultures, as
well as exploring connections
with other East Indian
communities, This understanding
will allow us to tailor our
offerings to resonate with local
preferences and traditions,
Additionally, we recognise
that gifting is asignificant aspect
of Caleutta’s culture. Therefore,
we plan to introduce innovative
gifting solutions and packaging
options that cater specifically to
this market. Our goal is to create a
store that not only reflects Good
Earth’s commitment to quality
and heritage but also servesasa
hub for meaningful connections
within the community.

'b CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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' FROM PAGE

The tearoom

A I

. Mirage linen cushions
‘ ‘\ and silk velvet throws

Twenty eight years since Good Earth is expanding.
Good Earth first launched in I have been visiting Good Earth How are you choosing your
Mumbai, how has Anita Lal since its first store opened at Kemps destinations now?

grown? Corner in Bombay — | must have Good Earth is expanding with a
It'sbeena re:lnal.rkable%oumey: been 16 or 17 then. | can always thoughl.[ulayproach to
both personally and for Good : selecting our new destinations.
Earth. When I first started spot a Good Earth pm’f’“c" and it Our strategy is driven by a deep
Good Earth in Mumbai, it was makes the perfect gift for any understanding of cultural

with a deep desire to bring special celebration. It’s influenced heritage and community

together the rich crafts and my own take on design, something dynamics across varions cities
that is an integral part of any store

heritage of India with a sense in India. In choosing new The Pomegranates

of modern design. Over the = iF destinations, we priovitise cities and Roses
years, I have grown not just as Bombaim opens. Giving Good Earth with rich eultural histories and dinnerware
anentrepreneur, but as a home in Calcutta gives the city a diverse communities, much like collection
someone who has cometo space that focuses on design, Calcutta. Our decision is often

understand thedeeper nuances quality, and ambience — everything driven by the presence of a

of what it means tocreatea 7 B strong, discerning customer

brand that is rooted in culture that mai!.es for:ht;e a'u::ful :hnpp:ng base who already appreciates

and craftsmanship, vet has the expenence._ Lt lis ] _ure " Good Earth, as we have seen in

ability to evolve and stay Calcutta marries so well with Good cities like Caleutta and

relevant ina rapidly changing Earth’s identity. The timing for a Lucknow, where our web

wurlnr.l._As Ireflecton th:?28 Good Earth in Calcutta is just boutique hashada loyal
years, it's clear that the jouwrney perfect at the moment — Richa following for years before we

I?;Ef:?;:;?ﬁﬂ;ﬁﬁ?ﬁ“ Kanoi, founder, Bombaim/retail partner opened a physical store there.
the growth of the brand. (Calcutta), Good Earth Saionee Chakraborty

Pictures: Pabitra Das

DALHOUSIE INSTITUTE’S TRIBUTE TO THE BEATLES WAS A NOSTALGIC AFFAIR

The Rosabagh

Ihe nmg o dinnerware collection

-

na magical November evening, are known as connoisseurs of Western still favourites of many. Eighteen other city teenagers to seniors, everyone vibed to the

Dalhousie Institute transformed music. Taking them on a journey through clubs were invited to join the festivities, tunes, transported back to their cherished

into a haven of nostalgia with the golden era was the Band 1972, fostering a sense of camaraderie and memories of the fab four. Adding a unique

its tribute to The Beatles. Titled The band played a selection of The shared love for timeless music. touch was a recreation of The Beatles's

Abbey Road Revisited, heldin Beatles's greatest hits, including the foot- The music had an irresistible pull, iconic Abbey Road zebra-crossing pose that
association with t2, the event struck the tapping Hey Jude, the heartfelt Let It Be, with guests swaying, clapping, and even became a selfie zone for the fans of the rock
right chords with the members of DI who and many electrifying numbers that are breaking into impromptu dances. From band.

B o

; “Dalhousie Institute has become a

| hub for great music in Calcutta. As AL T] - -
| acore organiser, I believe inviting ch
| 18 other clubs fosters camaraderie, b
| evident in the 500+ footfall at Abbey o .
| Road Revisited celebrating The
| Beatles,” said Leslie D Gama, jr. vice
| president, Dalhousie Institute, posing
| with Biswajit Dasgupta. Dasgupta,

Band members (firom left)

. Wb A

: . —— : " iii i organiser from BD&A, added: “Organising Abbey Road
Band 1972 belted out timeless Beatleshits, | Barurjon Rachis L akhomni .. ' Revisited at DI was wonderful, with Band 1972 reviving
il i ing. : v ! 1 les hits. Thank DI VP Leslie D T
Heaving the-crowd mesmerised and cheering gtﬁ': Mme;ﬁa‘;ﬂ Spellbound by the Fab Four’s magic, | Eé’f.iﬁffrﬁﬁﬁﬁnéiemﬁﬂmsrﬁ%m 18 cﬁh& eancﬁ:mr::t?#; ;l'le
chospati Chakraborty the audience listened in raptattention. | | e ootiable evening of music, food. and raderie.”
recreayed the iconic Abbey g uniorg e evening usic, ~and camaraderie.
Road pose.

“It is a matter of immense pride to host
‘Abbey Road Revisited’, a celebration of

the timeless legacy of the Fab Four. The
overwhelming turnout of our members and
| guestsspeaks volumes about the enduring

S R Q > y | magic of The Beatles and the love they inspire
— ] | across generations. Moments like these remind
An array of snacks added ; . us why our club, with its century-old legacy,
g to the lively atmosphere, A 3 =t s | continues to be a beacon of culture, music, togetherness, and
g - W | 1 ” i . i3 i .
: . 5 1 ?,h‘;,.'ﬂ,iﬁ;’;ﬁ \t:' ith Natalie Pote, entertainment head, DI; ' Shasodiemouics, " skl Jayagit Biwes; prenident. TN
AL 18 L - delightful bites like vegetable = Nondon Bagchi, drummer and founder | _
Club members Michael Rao, Tanya croquette, cheese ball, fish member of the band 1972; and LeslieD | Shreyasee Dulta (12 intern)

Robinson, Ashim Nandy and Ajanta Nandy. fingers and so on. Gama posed for a click. | Pictures: Pabitra Das
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COMING UP

Eeeping the annual
tradition of ushering

in the Yuletide spirit,
The Saturday Club
hosted its cake-mixing
ceremony recently.

In attendance were
honorary consul general
of Norway, Nayantara
Palchoudhuri;

British deputy high
commissioner,

Andrew Fleming, and
others. “Keeping with
traditions the cake-
mixing ceremony is a
celebration which all
member families were
looking forward to. Itis
an occasion of happiness
and excitement for

the upcoming festive
season. This year we had
the British deputy high
commissioner who was
kind enough to tell us
more about the tradition
of cake mixing,” said
club president Sanish
Magon.

Picture: Pabitra Das
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BIRYANI

KEBAB
Festival

Venue: City Centre Salt Lake
Date: 13" to 15'" Dec, 2024 | Time: 12 noon onwards*

*T&C apply

RadioPartner Online Partrer

Zam Zam Restaurant | Biryani By Kilo | 36 Banjon | The Great Biryani Co. | Arabiyano | Oudh 1590 | Royal Indian Restaurant
Bawarchi | Aminia | Poush Parbon | Nalin Chandra Das & Sons | Thalapathy | Sabir's Hotel | Sylph Chocolates | Sanjha Chulha
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admissiontree.in

INDIA'S UNIQUE COMMON GATEWAY FOR SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

ONLINE APPLICATIONS GOING ON FOR SESSION 2025-2026
TECHNO INDIA GROUP OF SCHOOLS

An AB PinitiatiV‘:;;;{é
./

TECHNO INDIA GROUP
PUBLICSCHOOL, GUSKARA

TECHNO INDIA SIMA DEVI
PUBLICSCHOOL, GUPTIPARA

SAI SIMANTA ‘@™, TECHNO INDIA GROUP
MODEL SCHOOL, BONGAON %% PUBLIC SCHOOL, KALYANI
TECHNO INDIA GROUP /%, TECHNO INDIA GROUP
PUBLICSCHOOL, AsansoL %> PUBLIC SCHOOL, PANAGARH
TECHNO INDIA GROUP

PUBLIC SCHOOL, BURDWAN @e?? !,aFLﬂlANK? KA

(Coming Soon)

To know more log in fo
admissiontree.in

To enlist your school, connect through
@ 90735 28655 (Mon - Sat | 10am - 8pm) {62922 18603 @ admissiontree@abp.in
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B.C. by Johny Hart

SLACK-AND-WHITE THINKING

e H i b ARG Sl

t2

B

A DEFINNG OF ALL SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES
WITHOUT REGARD FOR NUANCE, JUSTIFICATION

a0, OR REASON. SEE ALSC: AMERICAN POLITICS.
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Luann by Greg Evans

SORRY. LATELY | JUST GET HIT alTH
HOT FLASHES. POCR LES HAS BEEN
PUTTING UP WHTH ME HOBGING HIS FAN

Peanuts by Charles Schulz

WELL, ANOTHER
HALLCWEEN HAS (OME

A=y
YT Pt WAL, D, b ity bobies]
o . i

T v e

T THOUGHT MARCIE HER PARENTS
WAS WITH YOU... CAME AND &CT
WHAT HAPPENED TO | | HER..SHE'S ZEING
MARCIE ? PEPROGRAMMED!

TINFUSED MY DNA IT REALLY HELPS WITH PEOLE
WITH ONE OF BLANCHES |, WAQ WANT TO TALK ON THE
CACTUS PLANTS 5 WHEZE D0 wﬁfi‘f_#’

TSIGN Up?

Cikoby Hart Sk bac. AT ghit nesweed

THE WINUICRAR T SAILE
ABOYE THE LOWLANDS

5

SKIES CLEIR AS CRYSTAL
TR FAIEST FLIGH!

CONDITIONS FNYOME
COULD ASK FOR.

i

=

7 OF HAVING 0
| & LFETIME |
LOVE, LIKE /
YOU AND
DADDY HAVE?

s
AMAZING! BUT
ISN'T DADDY | §
M JUST REACTING )|
TO THE APPLE ‘ :

D-j2
“DENNIS,IS A SECONP “THERE IS WHEN MYy DAv

LAMGHAGE SPOKEN STUBS HIS TOE./
[N YOUR FAMILY?27
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Jumble
David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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RETIRING FROM HIS JOB 45 A
FILOT AT AGE 69; HE COULIN'™
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ACROSS

1 Irony perfect somehow in
Pericles (6.2,4)

8 Magistrate of past and of
future events (5)

9 Smitten peri had to love
goddess (9)

11 Song of no great length
about husband's cat (9)

12 Loyal vassal in Belgian city

(5)

13 Sort of westarn pie that's
cooked, good to be
consumed (9)

16 Walk to embrace cold spell
(5)

18 Sound of my army band?

(5)

19 Coat’s second layer womn
by ‘'umble character (9)

20 Your compiler’s
Conservative, not Liberal,
making charge (5)

22 Stops one throw being
returned in cricket series

9
Yesterday's soluﬂon

25 Invalid filled in forms when
touring university (9)

26 Crisis where District
Attorney takes stuffin ...
(5)

27 ... this was used to prevent
it! (8,4)

DOWN

1 Qld lizard Mauro’s content
after pint with love (9)

2 Still at the crease: no
boundaries in Perth (5)

3 Learner driver in vehicla with
awoman (5)

4 Murm, not married, sensible
apart from that (9)

5 Spooner's dog — pointer -
makes farewell (6-3)

6 River's river with carp, not
wide (5)

7 Displeased with
department's
representative sample
(5-7)

10 Marine mammal and
mammoth, perhaps close
up (8,4)

14 Sit and cry — he's suffering
these? (9)

15 Conductor's constipation
appalling — potnot needed
(2)

17 Choose to study organ: be
encouraged (4,5)

21 Sir Toby's noisy expulsion
after dinner? (5)

23 Bond I'd play regularly in
unusual fashion (5)

24 Cool to check out music
genre (5)

By armgan asi wiih The Daly Tdegraph

NRAHKS
s

( \( ~ YN \  BELIEVE HOW THE ---
N A Now arrange the circled letters

€2024 Trbune Content Agency, LLC [0 form the Surprise ansiver, as
Al Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon.
Y Y YYYYYYYYY Y Y Y O
AAAAALMAAL LA )k]k A
(Ansviers tomormovi)

Jumbles: CARGO  WINDY  SHREWD  KENNEL

Ansvier. Winning the pot vith a royal flush was as good
as it gets — HANDS DOWN

Yesterday's

ACROSS 20 Take forty winks 6 Now in mask
1 Damage (4) 3 (anag) (9)
3 Nickname (8) 22 Excite or disturb 7 Pensioner (7)
9 Emblem (5} {7 8 Hardwood (4)
10 Stocking style (7) | 23 Bears (anag,) (5} 12 Close shave (4,5)
11 Craving (3) 25 Poor poetry (8) 14 Dance costume

13 1950s conflicl{6,3)
14 Andean ruminants
(B}

16 Thwart (6)

18 Improwing (2,3,4)

26 Mountain route (4)
DOWN

1 Small falcon (5)

2 Fishing pola (3)

4 University city (6)

5 Immediate (7)
Yeste rdﬂ ‘s solution

(M)
15 Unexceptional (7)
17 Strike out (8)
19 Sprint (4)
21 Crush (5)
24 Snake (3)

Acress: 1 Dub; 3 Old: 5 Hutch: 8 Uncle; 9 Auction; 10 Till: 11 Momentum;
13 Cognac; 14 Qdds-on; 17 Unshaken; 19'Warp; 22 Armoury; 23 Adder;

24 Exact; 25 Nan; 26 Mix

Down: 1 Doubt 2 Backeg; 3 Oven; 4 Dragon

: 5 Hacienda; 6 Tainl;

7 Hangman: 12 Catapult; 13 Courage; 15 Stardom: 16 Kenyan: 18 Samba;

20 Pyrex; 21 Bam,

By s ampemend with The Daily Telegraph
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PRIDE

he Kolkata Queer Arts
Month (Ko:QAM 2.0) has
commenced and this time
exhibitions are taking
place simultaneously
at three different locations. The
chosen sites — Aranya Bari, Anjali
Pratyay and Experimenter — hold
distinct significances to pride and
artat large. Through aseries of
conversations, displays, workshops
and presentations under the theme
Ghosts and Ghettos, Ko:QAM
will renegotiate the relationship
marginalised sections and queer
people share with established
gallery spaces.

In all three sites, the exhibitions
explore whether galleries — often
spaces of creative expression — are
paradoxically sites of exclusion.

It confronts the metaphor of the
“ghetto”, a term that resonates
deeply within queer and trans
communities, who have historically
faced marginalisation across lines of
class caste, race, and gender.

The month-long displays have
brought together artists, community
members, and allies ina warm and
inclusive space. With its focus an
storvtelling through art, Ghosts
and Ghettos explores the invisible
vet powerful intersections of
queer identities with histories of
exclusion, trauma, and belonging.

Through its thought-provoking
curation, Ghosts and Ghettos
challenges viewers to reconsider the
boundaries between the mainstream
and the marginalised, between
what is deemed art and craft, and
the binaries that often dominate
cultural spaces.

“After curating the inangural
edition of Ko:QAM, watching the
team plan and execute edition 2.0
has been equally thrilling. More
than an interlocutor, [ was glad to
just listen and have the team bounce
their ideas off me. They have donea
brilliant job,” said clothesmaker and

n the run-up to the Kolkata Rainbow Pride
Walk on December 15, a poster making and

§,

The opening ceremony at Anjali
Pratyay included a brilliant

dance performance on self-love,
Antardrishti, performed by children
of Ektara. The performance was
choreographed by Sudarshan
Chakravorty.

artist Kallol Datta.

By amplifying voices from
across intersectional lines, Ko:QAM
2.0 continues its mission to foster
inclusion, provoke dialogue, and
celebrate the diversity of queer
experiences while keeping the queer
anger intact. It isa call to action
for amore equitable and expansive
understanding of art and identity.

Urmimala Dev (12 intern)
Pictures: Pabitra Das and Kolkata Pride
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KOLKATA QUEER ARTS MONTH 2.0 OPENS AT THREE
VENUES WITH THOUGHT-PROVOKING DISPLAYS

LR

e |
| ORGANISER SPEAK
Navonil Das, co-
initiator of Ko:QAM
and Kolkata Pride, said:
“In the second edition
of Ko:QAM, we have
been able to open up
: our canvas to a wider
audience not only in
&3;1.;:51 c;iltlgﬂm the sense of artists
of Ko:QAM 2.0 including established
I, Existisa Experimenter. ones and young, upcoming ones, but also
3-meterlong ' in getting three unique locations. We
acrylic on canvas are very grateful to all our pariners at
that powerfully Experimenter, Anjali Pratyay and Aranya
confronts Bari for coming together, opening up their
systemic erasure homes to us and letting us in their spaces.”
of marginalised
ﬁﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁsﬁg “Considering how we
resilience. On wanted to explm_*e taking
display at Anjali o KDQAM 2. 0outside
Pratyay, the “Crafted through traditional gallery spaces
WHEN: The piece embodies acollaborative g/ While simultaneously
exhibitions at the tension process with % nuancing the queer
Aranva Bari between survival Anjali Pratyay footprint wnlqn it, we
and Anjali and resistance, residents and Ek ';lligsse él;ﬁenpr:wuﬁ::]s .
y roking h Tara machinists, .
f}?la? .ﬁ:ﬁﬁ Er ?hl:ggluﬁ Object 36 incubator for ambitious and challenging
and the one at LGBTIQA interrogates cmaenmoiag pmc;fm: Aranya Bari, al
Experimenter is community. “My historical codes newly opened arts cafe, is an interstitia
e art navigates the of morality space of dialogue and conversations.
ontill January 20 intersections of from SWANA, The third most vital space being Anjali
WHERE: identity, histor the Korean Pratyay, housed within a former hospital
Anjali Pratyay: and cm{:‘iti(m. ! Peninsula, and for mental illnesses that has now been
Dr GS Bose Road. It embodies Japan. It traces transformed to an assisted living space
Tiljala resistance their lingering for those who have recovered from
Aranya Bari: and celebrates influence on serious mental health mnd}uons. This
79, Jodhpur resilience, contemporary resonates with Ko:QAM 2.0°s vision of
Park bridging personal | identity, reimagining the Ghosts and Ghettos of
Experimenter: and collective blending history | Calcutta, through a trans and queer lens,”
2/1, Hindusthan struggles,” said with lived said Anindya Hajra, transgender rights
" Road artist Archee experiences,” advocate and co-initiator of Ko:QAM and
Roy. said Kallol Datta. | HKolkataPride.

KOLKATA PRIDE ORGANISES

sloganeering workshop was held eardier this
week at the Anjali Pratyay Home in Tiljala.
The event brought together members of the
community for a creative and collaborative session.
The workshop was anopportunity for
participants to create beautiful posters and slogans
that will be used during the pride march. The
focus was on sharing ideas, spreading messages of
inclusion and equality,

POSTER MAKING

AND SLOGANEERING
WORKSHOP AHEAD OF
RAINBOW PRIDE WALK 2024

and celebrating b
the diversity of the The Kolkata
community. Participants Rainbow Pride E
were provided with all &
the materials needed, Wallc will take
including poster boards, place on Sunday,
paints, and markers, December 15. It
ensuring everyone could will begin from
take part comfortably. Lady Brabourne
Navonil Das, co- College, Park

e Circus at 2pm

ride, said: “Today,
in this 150-year-old and concludeat
Anjali Pratyay house, Park Street Sre
we celebrate pride with Maidan
the people here, a proof By
to the statement that

inclusivity is not just a buzzword buta way of life
for many of us, who are actively practising it. Letus
embrace ourselves, and uplift each other together.”

The workshop encouraged self-expression, and
emphasised on the importance of visibility and
solidarity within the community.

Unmimala Dev (12 intem)
Pictures: Pabitra Das

“Through my

embracing herself, radiating confidence and selFlove,
Such events are vital, as they encourage dialogue, educate
society, and inspire change, especially among parents,
fostering acceptance and understanding in a world that
truly needs it,

A,

drawing, I wanted to capture a woman fully

" said Puja Sarkar, a psychologist.

When asked about the inspiration
behind their poster, Tintin said, “Queer
people are often seen as black sheep,
and just as black cats are labeled as
bad luck in society,  have represented

myself as a black cat. But black cats, like ;T“!;ﬁ g:la u'i?.?’“e;ﬁ?w
me, embody mystery, resilience, and
beauty. By embracing the black cat, I us and no one should
honour my identity—misunderstoodyet  Dedefined by a single
powerful, feaved vet fiercely authentic.  1abel. Society may try to
It is my way of celebrating wholamand ~ confine us, but embrace
reclaiming what the world casts aside.” vour true self. Break
free from the binary
) ‘ and remember, at our
- h -J,‘ core, we are all human,
. r born beautifully unique
I = ‘, and worthy of love,”
: " s said Sumit Nath.
O Participants
enthusiastically came
together to create a
massive and vibrant
poster for the Kolkata
Pride Walk 2024.
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Celebrating two decades of

excellence in the marble industry

Shree Balaji Marble celebrates 20 expansive years
in providing exquisite marble across India.

TT Connect Initiative

y . @®SHREE BALAJI MARBLE

LUXURY REDEFINED, }l!lii-,

F ounded with a vision to General of [taly Mr Ricardo Largest impurter of stockyard in

redefine luxury in the Dalla Costa. Many dignitaries Kolkata.

marble industry, Shree also attended the carnival. marble The Company

Balaji Marble has already set a After two decades of relentless  1as an extensive

new benchmark of excelllence. endeavour towards excellence,  inventory ﬂ-flready

With a deep rooted passion Shree Balaji Marble is now the stock which includes

for natural stone and keen leading direct importer a wide variety of

desire to provide the finest and distributor of premium imported marbles
quality marble across India, the marbles in Eastern like Statuario, Michaelangelo,
Company started its journey in India with Dover White, and Bianca Lhasa

2004 under the able guidance
of brothers Ritesh Agrawal,
Anurag Saraf and Mukesh
Agrawal.

Recently, Shree
Balaji Marble
celebrated its 20th
anniversary at
their state-of-the-
art showroom
cum workshop in
Uttar Panchanna
Gram, Kolkata.
Renowned
architects,
builders,
and interior
designers from
different parts
of the country
also graced the
occasion.

In celebrations,
the Company
participated
in a carnival at
Swabhumi in which
the Chief Guest
was the Consulate

the largest

as

™

L-R Mukesh Agarwal, Ritesh Agarwal, Anurag Saraf,
Directors, Shree Balaji Marhle

to name a few, sourced from
around the world.

In the exclusive imported
tiles showroom, Villeroy &
Boch sanitary solutions as well

and customer satisfaction.

Keeping these goals in mind, the
Company continually updates
its inventory with the latest
trends in marble and ensures
competitive pricing without
compromising on quality. It is
also exploring opportunities

to introduce new product

Nexion tiles are on display.
Apart from Kolkata,
Shree Balaji Marble
has processing

units and stock lines and enhance its service
in Kishangarh, offerings.
. Rajasthan. Over the years, Shree Balaji
The Company’s Marble has earned a reputation
3-.| large stockyard for excellence, providing top-
ensures that notch products to a wide range

of clients, including architects,
interior designers and builders.
Apart from Kolkata and the
Eastern region, the Company

is expanding its reach to other
parts of India, establishing new
distribution centres across the
country.

the clients have
access to a vast
collection of
marble at any
point of time.

Firmly

rooted in fine Find Shree Balaji Marble as
: Associate Partners at the Design
quallty Milestone Exhibition (Dec 13-15,
The brand philosophy 2024) and as Gold Sponsors at
of Shree Balaji the ABID Exhibition (Jan 10-13,
Marble revolves 2025) being held at the Milan

Dignitaries who
attended the

20th anniversary
celebrations of
Shree Balaji Marble

Surender Dugar - Hari Sharma - Builder
Builder & Promoter, & Promoter, RSH GROUP Promoter, NPR GROUP
PS GROUP

Riccardo Dalla Costa
- Consulate General of
Italy in Kolkata

Rupande Shah - Architect & Vinoo Chadda - Architect
interior designer, Rupande & interior designer,

Shah & Associates The Design Cell A Square Design

Rishi Tody - Builder &

2 N
L ; 4 o i
] 7 L E':jé/éi =g

Ajay Arya - Architect
& interior designer,

around quality, trust Mela grounds.

Kiran Gala - Architect &
interior designer, Kiran Gala
& Associates - Mumbai

Devyani Jaiswal - Architect
& interior designer,
D | Associates - Nagpur
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