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After days of logjam, the
Lok Sabha on Wednesday
passed the Railways
(Amendment) Bill 2024
and held discussions on
the Disaster Management
(Amendment) Bill 2024.
The Rajya Sabha, howev-
er, was adjourned without
transacting any business
amid uproar by the
Treasury and the
Opposition benches over
the no-trust notice against
the House Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar and
the US billionaire George
Soros issue. The TMC
blamed both the BJP and
the Congress over the
repeated adjournments in
Parliament.

The Congress on
Wednesday said it wants
both the Houses to func-
tion. It called on the gov-
ernment not to run away

Actress Priyanka Chopra Jonas
during the Red Sea Film Festival
in Jeddah on Wednesday. — AFP

New RBI gov: Need
fo stay alert, agile
fo meet challenges

Mumbai: New RBI governor
Sanjay Malhotra on
Wednesday said the Central
bank will maintain continuity
and stability in policy mat-
ters, but emphasised on the
need to remain “alert and
agile” in the wake of the

current global economic and
political environment. Earlier
in the day, he took charge
as the 26th governor of the
Reserve Bank, replacing
Shaktikanta Das. “As we
have to be conscious of the
fact that we do maintain
continuity and stability, we
cannot be stuck to it, and
we have to be alert and
agile to meet challenges,”
Mr Malhotra said in his first
interaction as RBI governor
with the media.

Full report on Page 7

38 killed in Israeli
strikes across Gaza

Cairo: Israeli air attacks
across the Gaza Strip killed
at least 38 Palestinians on
Wednesday, most of them in
a strike on a house in Beit
Lahiya on the northern edge
of the enclave. The Beit
Lahiya strike killed at least
22 people, including women
and children. — Reuters

Full report on Page 6

Naxals kill BJP neta
in G’garlt’s Bijapur
Raipur: A BJP leader was

abducted and then killed by
Maoists in Bijapur district
under south Bastar in
Chhattisgarh, the police
said on Wednesday. Mando
Ram Kodium was abducted
from his village Somnapalli
by a group of armed
Maoists late on Tuesday.
Full report on Page 4
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A no-confidence motion
against the Vice-President?
But I have no confidence
in our allies!
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Toppling of Syria’s Assad
was result of US & Israel’s
plot, says Iran’s Khamenei
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Megan Fox, Machine Gun
Kelly break up weeks after
revealing pregnancy news

e

Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
with other MPs during a protest over Adani row and

others issues in New Delhi on Wednesday.

THE CONGRESS
said it wants both the
Houses to function. It
called on the govt not to
run away from debates

from debates on various
issues and to answer them
on the floors of the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha.

Lok Sabha Leader of the

- PTI

Opposition Rahul Gandhi
met Speaker Om Birla
seeking expunction of
remarks linking him, his
sister Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra and his mother
Sonia Gandhi with Mr
Soros.

“I had a meeting with
the Speaker and I told him
M Turn to Page 4
M Railways Amendment Bill
passed in Lok Sabha: Page 3

Tamil poet Bharati’s works

continue to inspire us: PM

AGE CORRESPONDENT
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Releasing the compendi-
um of complete works of
great Tamil poet and free-
dom fighter Subramania
Bharati, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday said that
India has always regard-
ed words as more than a
medium of expression,
highlighting their limit-
less power. Mr Modi
hailed Subramania
Bharati’s contributions,
saying his thoughts and
intellectual brilliance
continue to inspire people
even today.

Speaking after releasing
the compendium of com-

Narendra Modi

plete works of the Tamil
poet, the Prime Minister
said, “Today was a great
opportunity for India’s
culture and literature,
memories of India’s free-
dom struggle and for the
pride of Tamil Nadu. The
grand culmination of the
publication of the works
of Mahakavi
Subrahmania Bharati
was done today.”

Srinagar-Jammu ‘darbar
move’ will resume: Omar

YUSUF JAMEEL
SRINAGAR, DEC. 11

Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister Omar
Abdullah on Wednesday
reiterated that the “dar-
bar move”, the bi-annu-
al shifting of the govern-
ment between Srinagar
and Jammu, J&K’s sum-
mer and winter capitals,
will be restored soon as
Jammu’s uniqueness
will not be allowed to
diminish.

This move was started
by visionary Dogra
ruler Maharaja Ranbir
Singh for strategic and
climatic reasons. It also
acted as a bridge
between the dissimilar

ethnicities of the twin
regions over the past
nearly 150 years, and
boost Jammu’s busi-
nesses as tens of thou-
sands of government
employees and others
shift to the city from the
Kashmir Valley along
with their families for
the winter.

Jammu, scraping the
low-lying Himalayan
foothills, would turn
into the seat of govern-
ment when Srinagar
was snowbound and
freezing. The “darbar
move” will bring the
government back to
Srinagar for the sum-
mer months in May.

M More on Page 4

The Prime Minister
lauded the extraordinary
and tireless work of six
decades for the compila-
tion of Kaala Varisaiyil
Bharathiyar Padaippugal
in 21 volumes.

Referring to the concept
of “Shabda Brahma” from
Indian philosophy, the
Prime Minister said that
India has always regard-
ed words as more than a
medium of expression,
highlighting their limit-
less power.

“The words of the sages
and thinkers reflect the
essence of their contem-
plations, experiences and
spiritual practices, mak-
ing it our responsibility
M Turn to Page 4

m LS passes Railways Bill m RS fails to function amid chaos
m Expunge ‘offensive’ barbs: Rahul to Birla ® ‘Let LS work’

Din over no-trust against V-P,
Soros issue stalls Parliament

\-P’s ‘partisan’
conduct forced
Opp to seek his
ouster: Kharge

ASHHAR KHAN
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

A day after the INDIA bloc
leaders submitted a notice
for the removal of vice-
president Jagdeep
Dhankhar for “conducting
the Upper House in a par-
tisan manner”, Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Wednesday
accused him of working as
the government
spokesperson in the Rajya
Sabha. The Opposition
leaders said that Mr
Dhankhar’s conduct has
“harmed the country’s
dignity” and prompted
them to move a notice for
his removal. The BJP hit
back, calling the notice a
disrespect to farmers and
the Jaat community.

Addressing a press con-
ference in the national
capital, Mr Kharge said
that the biggest reason
behind the disruption in
the Parliament's Upper
House has been the Rajya
Sabha Chairman himself
and added that his conduct
in the House has harmed
the country’s dignity.

The Congress chief said
that he has nothing against
Mr Dhankhar, but the
Rajya Sabha Chairman left
us with no option but to go
ahead with notice for his

removal.
“Since 1952, there has
been no resolution

brought to remove the
vice-president as they
have always been unbi-
ased and beyond politics.
They always ran the
House as per the rules.
But today we are forced to
M Turn to Page 4

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the members of Raj Kapoor’s family in New Delhi
on Tuesday. The entire Kapoor family, including Ranbir Kapoor, Alia Bhatt, Neetu
Singh, Kareena Kapoor Khan, Saif Ali Khan, Karisma Kapoor and others met the PM
and invited him to the Raj Kapoor Film Festival to be organised to commemorate the
100th birth anniversary of the legendary actor-filmmaker. m Report on Page4 — PT/

Beli recorts|- Fadnavis to drop
o 30% of Shinde

at 4.9°C; AQI
S moerde | Cabinet mantris
Meets Shah to finalise berths
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NEW DELHI, DEC. 11
SONU SHRIVASTAVA
with bureau inputs

MUMBAI/NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

Delhi on Wednesday
recorded the lowest
minimum tempera-
ture of this winter
season so far, with
the mercury drop-
ping sharply to 4.9
degrees Celsius, com-
pared to 8 degrees
Celsius the previous
day. “The minimum

Almost a week has
elapsed since the forma-
tion of the BJP-led gov-
ernment in Maharashtra;
still, the Cabinet expan-

temperature of 4.9
degrees Celsius
reported over
Safdarjung is the low-
est minimum of this
winter season,” the
India meteorological
department said.

The lowest ever
minimum tempera-
ture over the station

was 0.0 degrees
Celsius on  27th
December 1930.

Meanwhile, AQI

remained in the “mod-
earte” category on
Wednesday, even as
the readings were clos-
er to the “poor” range.
The city’s AQI stood at
199 at 4 pm as per the
Central Pollution
Control Board.

M More on Page 2

sion is yet to be finalised.
Amid the continuing dis-
cussion over the portfolio
allocations in
Maharashtra, chief min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis
and his deputy Ajit
Pawar are visiting New
Delhi to meet the BJP’s
top leadership to finalise
the names of the Cabinet
ministers.

Upon reaching the
national capital on
Wednesday, Mr Fadnavis
called on President
Droupadi Murmu and
vice-president Jagdeep
Dhankhar. Earlier in the
day, the Maharashtra
CM, along with BJP state
unit chief Chand-
rasekhar Bawankule, met
Union ministers Nitin
Gadkari and Rajnath
Singh.

No tieup with Cong in Delhi: Kejriwal

B AAP to fight polls alone’ m Congress strong, will win: Yadav

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday
once again ruled out the
possibility of an alliance
with the Congress for the
Delhi Assembly polls,
amid reports that the two
parties could be jointly
contesting the state elec-
tions due early next year.
The Delhi Congress unit
also reiterated the party's
plan to contest the impend-
ing state polls alone.

In a post on X, Mr
Kejriwal said the AAP
will be fighting the elec-
tion on its own strength in
Delhi. “There is no possi-
bility of any alliance with
the Congress,” the former

Trump mocks Justin Trudeau, calls
him ‘governor of state of Canada’

Washington, Dec. 11: US
President-elect Donald
Trump took a jab at
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau on the
social media platform
Truth Social, describing
him as the “Governor of
Canada”.

Mr Trudeau flew to Mar-
a-Lago last week for a din-
ner with Mr Trump to dis-
cuss the President-elect's
warning to impose a 25
per cent tariff on Canada
if its government failed to
stop the flow of illegal
immigrants and illicit
drugs from the country
into the United States.

4’7

Donald Trump

In a post on Truth Social
mocking the Canadian
Prime  Minister, Mr
Trump said: “It was a plea-
sure to have dinner the
other night with Governor
Justin Trudeau of the
Great State of Canada.”

During the dinner, when
Mr Trudeau said that such

a tariff would destroy the
Canadian economy, the
President-elect reportedly
told him to make Canada
the 51st state of the United
States. Mr Trump repeat-
ed this in an interview
with NBC News over the
weekend and again in the
post on Tuesday.

“I'look forward to seeing
the Governor again soon
so that we may continue
our in depth talks on
Tariffs and Trade, the
results of which will be
truly spectacular for all!
DJT,” Mr Trump said in
his post. — PTI

M More on Page 6

DEVELOPMENTS were
seen as the Congress
and AAP making their
moves cautiously in
view of the upcoming
Delhi polls so that the
options remain open,
sources said

Delhi chief minister said.
His reaction comes amid
media reports that the two
parties were likely to
have a tieup for the 70-
member Delhi Assembly
polls due in February.

Earlier this month also,
Mr Kejriwal had ruled out
the possibility of the
alliance between the AAP
and the Congress for the
Delhi elections.

The latest buzz over the

Arvind Kejriwal

alliance between the two
INDIA bloc partners was
fuelled by the cancellation
of the Congress’ “Nyay
Chaupal” event scheduled
on Wednesday in which
party leader Rahul
Gandhi was to participate.
The event was to be held
as the culmination of the
“Nyay Yatra” taken out by
the Delhi Congress ahead
of the Assembly polls.
Also, Mr Kejriwal had on

Tuesday met NCP chief
Sharad Pawar amid the
rising demand in the
INDIA bloc to appoint
West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee as head
of the political grouping

currently chaired by
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge.
However, neither Mr

Kejriwal nor the AAP has
so far commented on the
discussions in the meeting.

These developments were
seen as the Congress and
AAP making their moves
cautiously in view of the
upcoming Delhi polls so
that the future options
remain open, sources said.

Meanwhile, sounding
confident of the Congress’
M Turn to Page 4

People pay tribute as the mortal remains of former Karnataka chief minister and
ex-Union minister S.M. Krishna are being taken to his hometown in Bengaluru on

Wednesday. He was cremated with full state honours. B Report on Page 3
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— PTI

Devendra Fadnavis

UPON REACHING the
national capital on
Wednesday, Devendra
Fadnavis called on
President Droupadi
Murmu and vice-presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar

Mr Fadanavis, who is
visiting the national capi-
tal apparently to resolve
the portfolio allocation
issue amongst the
Mahayuti allies, also met
Union home minister
Amit Shah late in the
evening. The meeting at
Mr Shah's residence was
also attended by BJP
president J.P. Nadda.

According to the
sources, around 30 per
M Turn to Page 4

Gentre must
act, protect
minorities in
B’desh: Didi

RAJIB CHOWDHURI
KOLKATA, DEC. 11

West Bengal chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday sought the
Centre to act to save the
Hindus facing religious
persecution in Bangla-
desh and help those will-
ing to come back here.
The Trinamul
Congress supremo also
conveyed her gratitude
to the Opposition leaders
who have backed her as

the leader of INDIA bloc.

Ms Banerjee said, “We
want protection for
minorities

Bangladesh. The Central
government should act.
It must also bring back
those who want to
return to India.”

On the support she got
from the Opposition
leaders after expressing
her intent a week ago to
head the anti-BJP
forum, Ms Banerjee
said, “I am grateful to all
the leaders who have
honoured me. I wish
good health to all of
them. May they be well,
may their party be well.
May India be well.”

In Kolkata, her party
leader Kunal Ghosh,
meanwhile, claimed,
“Ms Banerjee has made
it clear that she is not
interested in any ‘chair’
in Delhi. She is interest-
ed in building an alter-
native platform that can
defeat the BJP.”

M More on Page 3
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BJP city unit chief
meets auto drivers

New Delhi: The race to win

over the auto drivers in the

city ahead of the Assembly

polls intensified on s

Wednesday with | f ’4 —
Delhi BJP president | %
Virendra Sachdeva | &
sipping tea with
them at Nizam-
uddin, a day after
AAP supremo
Arvind Kejriwal
promised various
sops for them. Earlier Delhi
Congress chief Devender
Yadav too met the auto driv-
ers in order to woo them. The
auto drivers have joined
hands with the BJP to trans-
form Delhi and they are not
going to be fooled by Mr
Kejriwal’s “empty promises”,
said Mr Sachdeva after an
interaction with the auto driv-
ers at the Nizamuddin Railway
Station prepaid booth. “In
2014, Kejriwal made ten
promises to the auto drivers.
However, neither were those
promises fulfilled nor any
efforts made by his govern-
ment towards it,” he claimed.

Man nabbed over
girlfriend’s suicide

Noida: A man was arrested
on Wednesday in connection
with the alleged suicide of an

18-year-old girl, with whom

he had been in a live-in rela-
tionship, in Surajpur area of
Uttar Pradesh’s Gautam
Buddha Nagar, an officer
said. The victim’s uncle,
Durga Dutt Singh, filed a
complaint about the incident
on Tuesday at the Surajpur
police station. He alleged
that his niece, Anjali Singh,
was mentally harassed by her
live-in partner, Satish alias
Santosh, which led to her
committing suicide. Acco-
rding to Surajpur police sta-
tion in-charge inspector
Vinod Kumar Singh, Anjali, a
resident of Ballia, was study-
ing BBA in Noida, while Sat-
ish worked at a company. On
December 2, the victim com-
mitted suicide by hanging
herself from a fan in her hou-
se in Surajpur, he said. — PT/

540 touts arrested
outside IGI this year

New Delhi: The Delhi police
arrested 540 touts involved
in duping passengers out-
side Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport
this year, officials said on
Wednesday. The number of
arrests this year has more
than doubled, compared to
the 264 arrests made last
year, according to the data
provided by the police. “The
accused were involved in
coercing, misguiding, or
enticing passengers to use
unauthorised services such
as taxis, accommodation, or
shopping. This practice not
only tarnishes the reputation
of the airport and the nation
but also compromises pas-
senger safety,” said deputy
commissioner of police (IGI)
Usha Rangnani. She also
mentioned that the police
had seized 254 vehicles used
in the commission of these
crimes, compared to 96
vehicles in 2023.

Virendra
Sachdeva

‘OVER 11% DIP IN
STREET CRIMES
IN 2024 IN CITY’

New Delhi: The national cap-
ital has reported a more
than 11 per cent decline in
heinous and street crimes,
including murder and rape,
this year as compared to last
year, according to the data.
In 2023, till November 30,
the city reported 11,207
cases of murder, rape, rob-
bery, and snatching. The
number has gone down to
9,902 during the correspon-
ding period this year.
According to data, the total
number of robbery cases
reported in Delhi from
January to November 2023
was 1,514. The figure
decreased slightly in 2024,
with 1,408 reported cases
during the same period — a
reduction of around 7 per
cent. Rape cases in Delhi
decreased by nearly 3 per
cent, from 1,976 in 2023 to
1,919 in 2024, the data
showed. Murder cases in
Delhi have experienced a
marginal reduction of 0.8
per cent, from 461 cases in
2023 to 457 cases this year.
The data showed that 30 per
cent of the murders were
attributed to sudden provo-
cations or trivial issues, 22
per cent were due to enmity,
12 per cent were because of
family disputes, 10 per cent
were due to illicit relations, 8
per cent were committed by
criminals, 4 per cent were
unidentified bodies, and 6
per cent were due to “other

reasons”. — PT/
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® Similar conditions for next 2 days B Air quality ‘moderate’

Coldwave hits Delhi, Dec
 touches 4.9°Cin 14 years

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

Chilly winds on Wednesday
marked the arrival of cold
wave conditions in the
national capital as Delhi
recorded a low of 4.9°C, the
Indian meteorological
department (IMD) said.
The minimum tempera-
tures in early December
have been recorded below
5°C for the first time in 14
years, it said.

According to data, the
lowest minimum tempera-
ture during this period
was recorded on
December 6, 1987, at 4.1°C.

The IMD has issued a
yellow alert, warning of
similar cold wave condi-
tions for the next two days.

The night-time tempera-
ture was recorded at 4.9°C
on Wednesday, 4.7 notches
below the normal. On
Tuesday, it was 8°C.

According to the data, in
December 2023 and 2022,
there were no cold wave
days. However, November
2020 saw cold wave condi-
tions with the minimum
temperature plunging to
7.5°C.

A cold wave occurs when
the minimum tempera-
ture departures from the
normal day temperature
by 4.5 to 6.4°C. If the nega-
tive departure exceeds
6.4°C, it is classified as a
‘severe cold wave’.

The IMD has attributed
the current sharp temper-
ature drop to surface

A nomadic shepherd from Rajasthan leads his herd of sheep during a cold winter
morning in Gurgaon on Wednesday.

winds blowing from the
northwest at 8-10 kmph.

The absence of signifi-
cant western disturbances
and strong surface winds
during the day (10-20
kmph) are expected to keep
minimum temperatures in
the range of 4-6°C for the
next three to four days.

Cold wave conditions are
expected to prevail in
Delhi between December
11 and 13.

On Wednesday, the city
recorded a high of 23°C,
1.8 notches below the nor-
mal with the humidity

SC relaxes Sisodia
bail terms over
reporting to police

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

In arelief to former Delhi
deputy chief minister

AAP leader Manish
Sisodia, the Supreme
Court on Wednesday

relaxed the bail condi-
tions which required him
to report to the investigat-
ing officer twice a week in
the corruption and
money laundering cases
related to the Delhi excise
policy.

Easing Mr Sisodia’s bail
conditions, a bench of
Justices B.R. Gavai and
K.V. Viswanathan dubbed
them unnecessary and
said, “The petitioner
shall regularly attend the
trial.”

The apex court on
November 22 agreed to
hear Mr Sisodia’s pleas for
relaxation in his bail con-
ditions and issued notices
to the CBI and the ED
seeking their responses.

On August 9, the top
court granted him bail in
both cases linked to the
alleged 2021-22 Delhi
excise policy case, saying
a 17-month long incarcer-
ation without trial
deprived him of his right
to a speedy trial.

The apex court, however,
imposed conditions, inclu-
ding his reporting to the
investigating officer every
Monday and Thursday
between 10 and 11 am.

During the hearing on
November 22, Mr
Sisodia’s counsel argued

Woman in Noida
under ‘digital
arrest’ for 5 hrs

Noida (UP), Dec. 11:
Cyber criminals alleged-
ly duped a woman of
%1.40 lakh by Kkeeping
her under ‘digital arrest’
for five hours in Noida.
The police station in-
charge inspector
Krishna Gopal Sharma
said that last night
Smriti Semwal of Noida
Sector 77 lodged a com-
plaint that a woman
named Priya Sharma
allegedly called her on
December 8 and claimed
to be an officer of the
cyber crime branch.

The caller said that ille-
gal activities like money
laundering, human traf-
ficking and drug traffick-
ing were being done
using her Aadhaar card.

Out of fear, the victim
allegedly sent %1.40 lakh
in two instalments to the
account mentioned by
the accused, the police
officer added. — PTI

4’*

Manish Sisodia

that the AAP leader had
appeared before the inves-
tigating officers 60 times.

Mr Sisodia was arrested
by both the CBI and the
ED in the corruption and
money laundering cases,
respectively, linked to the
excise “scam”.

The AAP leader was
arrested by the CBI on
February 26, 2023, for
alleged irregularities in
the formulation and
implementation of the
now scrapped Delhi
excise policy 2021-22.

On March 9, 2023, the
ED arrested him in the
money laundering case
linked to the CBI FIR
relating to the corruption
case. He resigned from
the Delhi Cabinet on
February 28, 2023.

In its August 9 verdict
granting bail to Mr
Sisodia in both the cases,
the apex court said it was
high time that trial courts
and the high courts recog-
nised the principle, “bail
is rule and jail is excep-
tion”.

fluctuating between 64
and 39 per cent.

A breezy day with wind
blowing at a speed of 16
kmph along with a clear
sky is expected on
Thursday. Smog or mist is
likely to appear in the
evening or night.

The Air Quality Index
(AQI) at 4 pm was 199
(moderate), according to
the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB).

Forecast suggests AQI
to remain ‘poor’ in the
capital for the next two
days.

in degrees Celsiurs 49
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December Chill in Delhi
Season's Coldest Day
.""-H
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AAP delegation meets EC,
gives ‘voter deletlon proof’

AVINASH PRABHAKAR
JHA
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

Days after the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party raised
the issues of mass voter
deletion and accused the
BJP of orchestrating
large-scale deletions of
voters’ names from the
electoral rolls in the
national capital, an AAP
delegation led by Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday
met the Election
Commission (EC) to
address the issues ahead
of the upcoming
Assembly election early
next year.

After the meeting with
EC, Mr Kejriwal alleged
that the BJP was orches-
trating a conspiracy to
remove voters, mostly
from marginalised com-
munities, including dal-
its, Scheduled Castes
(SCs), and Poorvanchalis,
from the electoral roll.

“We have submitted
3,000 pages of evidence
showing how the BJP is
conspiring to delete vot-
ers’ names on a mass
scale,” he claimed.

The former chief minis-
ter said the EC provided
several assurances,
including that no large-
scale deletions would
occur without proper ver-
ification.

He also mentioned that
in cases of voter dele-
tions, a field inquiry will
be conducted by the
booth level officer (BLO),
accompanied by repre-
sentatives from various
political parties.

Mr Kejriwal said that if
any individual applies to

AAP national convenor Arvmd Kejriwal W|th Delhi chief
minister Atishi and party leaders Raghav Chadha,
Sanjay Singh and others in New Delhi on Wednesday.

— PRITAM BANDYOPADHYAY

delete more than five vot-
ers’ names, the con-
cerned sub-divisional
magistrate will carry out
a field inquiry.

The EC also assured
AAP of strict action
against those filing ques-
tionable deletion
requests, he said.

The delegation included
Delhi chief minister
Atishi, Rajya Sabha MPs
Sanjay Singh and Raghav
Chadha, and party leader
Jasmine Shah.

Earlier in the day, sen-
ior AAP leader Manish
Sisodia also accused the
BJP of submitting bulk
applications to remove
voters’ names from the
electoral rolls in seven
constituencies fearing
defeat in the upcoming
Assembly elections.

Addressing a press con-
ference with Rajya Sabha
MP Raghav Chadha, Mr
Sisodia claimed, “Since
the BJP is unable to stop
Arvind Kejriwal and

unable to defeat him in
elections, it is trying to
win by other means.”

“This is a concerning
issue which exposes how
22,000 voters are being
deleted — a potential
conspiracy orchestrated
by the BJP. The fact that
the Election Commission
is considering these
applications is even more
dangerous. The BJP may
have felt that they would
lose in this constituency
and don’t have enough
supporters there which
is why they are engaging
in this voter deletion
strategy,” Mr Sisodia
added.

Listing the names of
the seven constituencies
and providing details of
the “fraudulent” applica-
tions received, Mr
Chadha said, “We found
that people connected
with the party have sub-
mitted the maximum
number of applications
for voter deletion.”

BJP plans massive OBC outreach in Delhi

SHASHI BHUSHAN
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

The Delhi BJP state unit
has planned a mass out-
reach programme for the
sizable OBC (other back-
ward class) community
and will reach out to them
sub-caste-wise to max-
imise voter turnout and
support during the
impending Assembly polls
in the national capital.
Modelled on the party’s
Maharashtra campaign
style spearheaded by
Devendra Fadnavis during
the recently concluded
Assembly polls there, the
BJP will hold compact
public meetings compris-

SC

ing 150-200 voters in differ-
ent constituencies of spe-
cific caste within the OBC
category.

Mr Fadnavis had held
over 100 meetings with the
OBC community leaders
in one month over lunch
or dinner before the elec-
tion and heard their con-
cerns and promised to
address them at the earli-
est.

The saffron party will
also hold mass congrega-
tions of different sub-
castes to garner support
amongst them.

There is an estimated 60
per cent OBC electorate
balse in the national capi-
tal.

Delhi BJP OBC wing
president Sunil Yadav told
this newspaper that
around 50 meetings and a
similar number of ‘sam-
melan’ (conferences) of all
the backward communi-
ties residing in the city
will be held starting from
December 11.

“In the first meeting
today (December 11),
Union minister S.P. Singh
Bhagel held a meeting
with community leaders
of Pal/Bhagel in the city.
Starting today, we will
reach out to all the back-
ward communities of the
city in the coming days,”
Mr Yadav said, adding that
the senior OBC leader of

gives bail to 2 accused in

Wagf Board laundering case

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday granted bail to
two men arrested in con-
nection with the Delhi
Wagf Board money laun-
dering case, taking note of
their prolonged incarcera-
tion and dim possibility
that the trial will com-
mence soon.

A bench comprising Ju-
stices Abhay S. Oka and
Augustine George Masih
observed that the accused
Zeeshan Haider and
Daud Nasir were in jail
since their arrest on
November 11, 2023, in the
case and ev-en the
charges had not be-en
framed against them yet.

The apex court said:

“Appellants have been in
custody for approximately
one year and one month.
Charges have not been
framed in the complaint
filed under the PMLA
(Prevention of Money
Laundering Act). In the
complaint, 29 witnesses
have been cited, and about
50 documents are being
relied upon which run into
more than 4,000 pages.”
“The trial is not likely to
commence soon as even
charges have not been
framed. Therefore, in the
facts of the case and in
view of the undertakings
furnished by the appel-
lants and what is held in
paragraphs...of the judge-
ment of this court in the
case of Senthil
Balaji...the appellants

Clubs & restro-bars to seek hard
copies of age proof to serve booze

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

The Delhi government has
directed operators of the
city’s hotels, clubs, and
restaurants serving liquor
to verify the age of their
clients through hard copies
of government-issued iden-
tity proofs after violations
of the legal drinking age
norm were detected.

Liquor can be served
only to persons aged 25
years and above in the
national capital.

The excise department of
the Delhi government,
during routine inspections
by its teams in recent days,
found customers younger
than 25 years having alco-
hol at bars, clubs, and
restaurants.

Under the Delhi Excise
Act, 2009, no person or
licensed vendor or his

LIQUOR CAN be
served only to persons
aged 25 years and above
in the national capital

employee or agent will sell
or deliver liquor to any per-
son apparently under the
age of 25 years for personal
or others’ consumption.

The violations of the age
restriction norms were
reviewed by the depart-
ment.

“All the licence holders
of hotels, clubs, restau-
rants (HCR) are hereby
directed to be more care-
ful and to not serve liquor
to any person under the
age of 25 years without
verifying the age through
government-issued IDs,”
stated a circular issued by
the department.

Further, the department
has advised the HCR

licensees to verify cus-
tomers’ age only with
physical IDs instead of
virtual ones saved by peo-
ple on their mobile
phones (excluding those
in the Digilocker portal)
to minimise the use of
fake or edited digital IDs.

The violation of the
legal drinking age norm
invites action under the
Delhi Excise Act, 2009.

The legal drinking age
was a lingering issue in
Delhi as it was lower in
the NCR cities of Noida,
Gurgaon, Ghaziabad, and
Faridabad.

Under the excise policy
2021-22, now scrapped,
there was a plan to lower
the legal drinking age to 21
years but it failed to mate-
rialise as the policy itself
came under attack over
allegations of corruption
and violations of rules.

have to be enlarged on
bail,” the top court said.

The bench subsequently
directed the men to be pro-
duced before the special
court within a week to
complete the bail formali-
ties and to be released on
bail on appropriate terms
and conditions, which
include abiding by the
undertakings filed in the
top court.

The bench said the appel-
lants’ undertakings of
December 6 and December
9, 2024, filed before it
would be part of the
record, and its compliance
would be a bail condition.

AAP MLA Amanatullah
Khan, the former chair-
person of Delhi Waqf
Board, was the main
accused in the case

Gops start drive
against illegal
B’deshis in cily
AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

The Delhi police on
Wednesday launched a
drive for the identifica-
tion of illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants
residing in the national
capital, a day after the L-
G Secretariat ordered a
crackdown on such per-
sons. “The drive was con-
ducted at various parts of
Delhi including Kalindi
Kunj, Shaheen Bagh and
Jamia Nagar areas. The
local police officers con-
ducted door-to-door veri-
fications where they
checked their Aadhaar
cards and voter IDs,” a
police officer said.

“Some of the residents
were identified as sus-
pects. They may be sent
to the detention centre af-
ter completion of leg-al
process,” the officer said.

+

the party will address the
meeting.

Mr Yadav informed that
apart from these meetings
and sammelan, the Delhi
BJP OBC wing will also
hold a large meeting of
professional and influen-
tial people of the commu-
nities and another meeting
of women professionals.

During these planned
meetings and sammelan,
Mr Yadav said that the
BJP OBC leaders will
explain the works of the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment for the communities
like giving constitutional
status to the National
Commission for Backward
Classes and passing the

127th Constitution
Amendment that allowed
states and Union
Territories to prepare
their own list of backward
classes.

“We will explain to the
community members how
the other political parties
have cheated them and
treated them only as vote
banks. It is the Modi gov-
ernment which worked for
their welfare,” Mr Yadav
added.

After these meetings and
sammelan, the Delhi BJP
OBC wing has also
planned over 500 commu-
nity-specific meetings at
the Assembly and ward
level across the city.

4 nabbed in Metro
cable theft, gang
targeted Blue Line

BHASKAR HARI SHARMA
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

Four people, who were
part of a dozen-member
gang that used to steal the
signalling cables of the
Delhi Metro, were arrest-
ed by the police.

According to the police,
it has dismantled the
notorious gang that was
responsible for stealing
signalling cables from the
Delhi Metro network,
specifically targeting the
Blue Line, between Noida
Electronic City and
Dwarka.

“The gang’s operations
disrupted Metro services
and caused considerable
inconvenience to com-
muters,” joint commis-
sioner of police
(Transport Range) Vijay
Singh said.

The arrested accused
have been identified as
Rashid Malik (26), a
repeat offender who was
previously involved in
three theft cases;
Shahrukh Malik (29);
Ramzan (32); and Junaid
alias Bhura (32).

The police said the theft
came to light at 5.00 am on
December 5, when the sec-
tion engineer of the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation’s
(DMRC) signalling depart-
ment reported abnormal
signalling circuit alarms
in the control room.

“Upon investigation, it
was discovered that a 140-
metre-long signalling
cable was severed
between the Moti Nagar
and Kirti Nagar Metro
stations. This critical
cable transmits data to
track circuits, helping
monitor the locations of
trains,” Mr Singh said.

Subsequently, a case
was registered at the Raja
Garden Metro police sta-

IT WAS discovered
that a 140-metre-long
signalling cable was sev-
ered between the Moti
Nagar and Kirti Nagar
Metro stations. This crit-
ical cable transmits data
to track circuits.

tion under relevant penal
provisions and the Delhi
Metro Railways
(Operation and
Maintenance) Act.

“A team was formed
under the supervision of
G. Ram Gopal Naik (DCP,
Metro) and further inves-
tigation was taken up.
The team traced the
gang’s activities and
launched targeted raids.
These efforts led to the
arrest of Shahrukh Malik
and later, three of his
associates were also
nabbed,” the officer said,
adding that they have
identified the remaining
seven gang members —
Masoom, Faisal, Islam,
Nadeem, Siddhu, Teli,
and Sarfaraz.

The police said the rest
of the accused are
absconding and raids are
on to nab them.

Sharing the gang’s
modus operandi, the JCP
said Rashid Malik, Faisal,
Masoom, and Junaid were
the mastermind behind
the entire operation.

The JCP said the Metro
unit of the Delhi police
has so far solved 22 theft
cases out of 44 and arrest-
ed 53 people.

Services on  Delhi
Metro’s Blue Line were
disrupted for around six
hours on December 5 due
to the theft of 140 metres
of signalling  cable
between the Moti Nagar
and Kirti Nagar stations,
causing significant incon-
venience to commuters.
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Krishna cremated
with state honours

Mandya, Karnataka: Ex-chief
minister of Karnataka and
former external affairs minis-
ter S.M. Krishna was cremat-
ed on Wednesday with full
state honours in his ancestral
village Somanabhalli in this
district. The 92-year-old vet-
eran politician, who had also
served as the Maharashtra
governor, died at his resi-
dence in Bengaluru on
Tuesday after prolonged ill-
ness. Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah, his deputy
and Krishna’s relative D.K.
Shivakumar, Central and

state ministers, several
MLAs, MPs, Opposition BJP
and JD(S) leaders and top

government officials in t

he

state were present during
the final rites. Along with
them, the pontiff of the Adi
Chunchanagiri Math Nirmal-

anandanatha Swamiji al
paid respect. Krishna’s w
Prema, daughters Malavi

so
ife
ka

and Shambhavi too paid
their homage. — PT/

Working on space
activities hill: Govt

New Delhi: The government
is working on a new law to
govern the space sector,
which has witnessed reforms
over the past four years with
private players making a
mark in building and launch-
ing satellites, Union minister
Jitendra Singh said on
Wednesday. Mr Singh said
India’s maiden human space-
flight programme — Gagan-
yaan — was also progressing
well and the first uncrewed
mission was expected to be
launched early next year.
“We are working on that,”
the minister of state in the
Prime Minister’s Office told a
press conference here in
response to a question on
the timeline for the space
activities bill, which would
grant statutory cover to the
reforms in the sector. Mr
Singh said the government
had announced space sector
reforms in 2020 with the aim
to increase India’s share in
the global space economy.
“Indian Space Policy was
released in April 2023 as an
overarching, composite and
dynamic framework to
implement the space reform
vision approved by the
Cabinet,” he said. — PT/

MODI TO LAUNCH
INVESTORS’ MEET
IN MP, SAYS CM

AGE CORRESPONDENT

BHOPAL, DEC.

11

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has given his consent
to inaugurate the Global

Investors Summit, schedul
to be held in Bhopal

ed
in

February 2025. This was
informed by chief minister
Mohan Yadav to his ministe-
rial colleagues at a Cabinet

meeting, held here
late on Tuesday
evening. The state
government
expects to woo
huge foreign
investments for
Madhya Pradesh at
the summit. Mr
Yadav met the PM

o5
7

Mohan

Yadav

in Parliament on Tuesday.
Briefing the reporters after
the Cabinet meeting, deputy
chief minister Rajendra
Shukla said that the date for

laying foundation for t
ambitious Ken-Betwa Li

he
nk

Project is yet to be decided.
Mr Modi may lay the founda-

tion for the project. As ma

ny

as ten districts in the state

will be benefitted by t
project. The districts to

he
be

benefitted by the river link-

ing project are Chhatarp

ur,

Panna, Tikamgarh, Niwari,
Sheopur, Damoh, Datia,

Raisen, Vidisha and Sag

ar.

The project will irrigate over

8.1 lakh hectares
Bundelkhand region of t
state and another 2.5 la

in
he
kh

hectares in Uttar Pradesh.
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m Bill to give govt power to determine Railway Board composition

LS passes Raillway Amendment
Bill; no privatisation: Vaishnaw

SANJAY KAW
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

The Lok Sabha on
Wednesday passed a bill to
amend railway laws, with
the government insisting
that it would not lead to
the national carrier’s pri-
vatisation. The bill was
passed five months after it
was introduced on the
floor of the House.

Responding to a debate
on the Railway
Amendment Bill, railway
minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said in the
Lower House that a fake
narrative was set afloat
that the amendment
would privatise Railways.
“Their (opposition) fake
narrative on the
Constitution has failed...
Now this will also fall
flat,” he asserted.

‘Few Sharad
faction MPs
likely to join
saffron fold’

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, DEC. 11

The possibility of yet

another “operation
lotus” in Maharashtra is
looming large after

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leaders claimed
that a few members of
Parliament from the
Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) are in touch with
them.

BJP leader Pravin
Darekar on Wednesday
indicated that a few MPs
from the Sharad Pawar-
led NCP (SP) party may
cross over soon to his
party. State BJP presi-
dent Chandrashekhar
Bawankule also claimed
that Congress MPs are
unhappy with their lead-
ership. However, the
Congress and NCP (SP)
dismissed BJP’s claims.

Mr Darekar said that
many MPs from MVA,
especially from the
Sharad Pawar-led party,
represent constituencies
where the BJP-led
Mahayuti won most
seats in the Assembly
elections.

Indicating that the
MPs may switch over to
get government funds,
the BJP leader said, “If
development is their pri-
ority, with both the
Central and state gov-
ernments controlled by
the BJP-led alliance,
they may consider their
political future careful-
Iy

Though Mr Bawankule
ruled out a possibility of
“operation lotus” in
Maharashtra, he
claimed that Congress
MPs may leave the party
as their grievances are
not addressed by their
leaders.

bill will lead to privatisation of

railways, in an attempt to set a
fake narrative. | want to appeal to
them with all sincerity not to do this, *
their one fake narrative about the
Constitution has already failed.

‘A few members have said the

— Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Railway minister

The bill was passed by a
voice-vote after debate,
which could not be held
earlier due to frequent dis-
ruptions of House pro-
ceedings during the last
week.

“A few members have
said the bill will lead to
privatisation of railways,
in an attempt to set a fake
narrative. I want to appeal
to them with all sincerity
not to do this, their one

fake narrative about the
Constitution has already
failed,” Mr Vaishnaw said.

The Railways
(Amendment) Bill 2024,
which seeks to enhance
the functioning and inde-
pendence of the Railway
Board, was introduced in
the Lok Sabha during the
previous Parliament ses-
sion. All the provisions in
the erstwhile colonial-era
Indian Railway Board Act,

1905 are proposed to be
incorporated in  the
Railways Act, 1989
through this bill. It is
intended to simplify the
legal framework and
reduce the need to refer to
two laws.

The bill was amended to
add provisions granting
the Central government
authority to determine the
composition of Railway
Board, including the num-
ber of members, their
qualifications, experience,
and terms of service. It is
aimed at enhancing the
overall functioning and
independence of the
board.

The bill proposes to
establish an independent
regulator to oversee tar-
iffs, safety and participa-
tion of the private sector
in the Indian Railways.

Police personnel conduct a security drill in Chikkamagaluru district in Karnataka on
Wednesday to maintain law and order in view of the VHP and the Bajrang Dal’s
“Dattamala Abhiyan”.

— PTI

Violence erupts as replica
of Constitution is damaged

Situation brought under control I person held: Police

BHAGWAN PARAB
MUMBAI, DEC. 11

Violent protests broke out
in Parbhani city of
Maharashtra after a repli-
ca of the Constitution
held by the statue of B.R.
Ambedkar was allegedly
vandalised. The incident
sparked widespread out-
rage, with protesters
engaged in stone pelting
and torching vehicles,
which prompted police to
issue prohibitory orders,
banning the gathering of
five or more persons in
public places.

According to police, an
unidentified person on
Tuesday had damaged a
replica of the
Constitution held by the
statue of B.R. Ambedkar
outside Parbhani railway
station.

A “bandh” was called by
the locals in the Vasmat
area of the city, during
which the violence erupt-
ed. A mob of unidentified

- o A
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A structure set on fire during protests that continued for
the second day over alleged vandalising of a replica of
the Constitution in Parbhani, Maharashtra, on

Wednesday.

people threw stones and
damaged vehicles.
Hundreds of protesters
gathered outside the col-
lector’s office and some of
them rushed inside and
damaged furniture and
window panes.

Parbhani police said
that tear gas shells were
fired to control the crowd.
A large number of police
forces were deployed to

—PTI

control the unruly crowd.

The  situation was
brought under control
with the deployment of
additional forces after two
and a half hours. One per-
son was detained by the
police after the violence.

Parbhani’s district mag-
istrate (DM) Raghunath
Gawade, said one of the
accused has been
detained.

UN officials meet Rohingyas in Jammu

Seek details of disconnection of water & power supplies, other issues

YUSUF JAMEEL
SRINAGAR, DEC. 11

A two-member team of
the United Nations High
Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) met
Rohingya Muslims and
some locals at a slum in
Jammu on Wednesday to
seek details of the diffi-
culties they are facing as
a result of a major drive
launched by the police
and district administra-
tion against what they
alleged are illegal immi-
grants and the landlords

renting out their proper-
ties to them without pro-
viding information to
police as per the order of
the district magistrate.

Tomoko Fukumura, a
senior protection officer
at the UNHRC, along
with protection associate
Ragini Trakroo Zutushi
met the Rohingyas and
others living in shanty
dwellings in the Kiryani
Talab area of Jammu’s
Narwal quarter.

The sources said that
the head of the team was
returning to Delhi on

Wednesday evening as
their bid to meet some
police officials failed.

living on three plots of
land at
claimed that their power
and water supply were
snapped despite being
registered
UNHCR. Subsequently,
the local administration
issued formal orders to
snap the facility also to
409 Rohingya families in
the
Sunjuwan and Narwal
areas of Jammu. Earlier

Last week, Rohingyas

Narwal had

with  the

Channi Himmat,

on November 25, SSP
South
Sharma had said that
eighteen FIRs were regis-
tered during a drive
against landlords renting
out
Rohingyas and other ille-
gal immigrants without
informing police as man-
dated by the district mag-
istrate’s orders.

On December 7, J&K Jal
Shakti minister Javed
Ahmed Rana, however,
said the water supply
would not be snapped to
the slums.

Jammu Ajay

properties to

SC notice to temple over move to discontinue ritual

List steps for appointment of
panel for temples, SGC tells TN

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday agreed to exam-
ine a plea against the
Kerala high court order in
favour of the administra-
tion of the Guruvayur Sri
Krishna temple in the state
which decided to discontin-
ue the ancient ritual of
“Udayasthamana Pooja” on
Ekadashi.

A bench of Justices J.K.
Maheshwari and Rajesh
Bindal issued the notice to
the Guruvayur Devaswom
Managing Committee,
Kerala government and oth-

conduct

the ritual on

ers on the plea against the
December 7 high court
order.

The top court, however,
said the chart of daily pooja
displayed on the temple’s
website should not be
altered. “We cannot inter-
vene now. We will issue
notice to the other side.
Prima facie we are satis-
fied,” the bench said.

Udayasthamana Pooja
refers to the various rituals
conducted in temples
throughout the day from
sunrise (udaya) to sunset
(asthamana).

The temple administra-
tion recently decided not to

4’*

Ekadashi, citing difficulties
over crowd management
and the desire to allow
more devotees time for dar-
shan.

The top court was hearing
a plea filed by P.C. Harry
and other members of the
family with priestly rights
in the shrine, contending
that “Ekadashi” was the
most important festival of
the temple, and while it was
an admitted fact that the
age-old udayasthamana
pooja was being conducted
since 1972 on ekadasi day, in
reality it was being per-
formed from even before.

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the
Tamil Nadu government to
file an affidavit on its pro-
posed actions over the
appointment of the
“Arangavalar Committee”
(trustee committee) for all
Hindu temples in the state.

A bench comprising
Justices M.M. Sundresh and

Aravind Kumar asked the
Tamil Nadu government
counsel, “File an affidavit as
to what you (state govern-
ment) propose to do.”

The SC order came after
the state government sub-
mitted that it had sought
applications for appoint-
ment of trustee committees
from 31,000 temples and
such panels were appointed
in over 7,500 temples

only.
o0

Didi urges Centre to act, save
minorities in strife-hit Bdesh

Thanks Opp. leaders for backing her as INDIA bloc chief

RAJIB CHOWDHURI
KOLKATA, DEC. 11

West Bengal chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday sought the
Centre to act to save the
Hindus facing religious
persecution in Bangla-
desh and help those will-
ing to come back here.

Bangladesh’s minority
Hindus, who constitute
about 8 per cent of the 170
million population, have
faced attacks in 50-odd dis-
tricts since the fall of
Sheikh Hasina’s Awami
League government on
August 5.

The Trinamul Congress
supremo also conveyed
her gratitude to the
Opposition leaders who
have backed her as the
leader of INDIA bloc. She
was speaking to the media
during a visit to Digha in
East Midnapore.

The CM
said, “We
want protec-
tion for
m inorities

i n
% Bangladesh.
* | The Central
government
should act.
It must also
bring back
those who
want to return to India.”

On the support she got
from the Opposition lead-
ers after expressing her
intent a week ago to head
the anti-BJP forum, Ms
Banerjee said, “I am
grateful to all the leaders
who have honoured me. I
wish good health to all of
them. May they be well,
may their party be well.
May India be well.”

In Kolkata, her party
leader Kunal Ghosh mean-
while claimed, “Ms

Mamata
Banerjee

BJP, Cong forcing
adjournments, says

Trinamul’s Kalyan

New Delhi, Dec. 11:
Trinamul Congress MP
Kalyan Banerjee on
Wednesday blamed both
the BJP and the
Opposition Congress over
the repeated adjourn-
ments in Parliament,
alleging that “they stop
House proceedings when-
ever they want”.

Talking to reporters out-
side Parliament, the Lok
Sabha MP from West
Bengal’s Serampore said
these parties forced
adjournments, due to
which others do not get
the opportunity to raise
their issues.

“The House functions as
per the wishes of the
Congress and BJP..
Congress and BJP should
decide if they want to run
the House or not,” he told
reporters. “They get more
opportunities in the
House and we don’t get
anything. They shut the
House whenever they
want,” the MP said.

“If the BJP does not
want to allow the House
to function, Nishikant
Dubey will raise an issue.

The same
is the case
with  the
Congress.

They pick
one issue
and the
House is
adjourned.
What about
other par-
ties? Our business is not
happening,” he said.

BJP MP Manoj Tiwari,
however, blamed the
Opposition for disrupting
the House.

Kalyan
Banerjee

“The Trinamul
Congress always
obstructs the session

while the BJP always
wants discussion. Every
time before adjourning
the House, Lok Sabha
Speaker asks six-seven
times if members want to
run the House. The
Opposition is running
away from the House,” he
claimed.

LS proceedings on
Wednesday were disrupt-
ed and the House was
adjourned till 2 pm amid a
government and
Opposition face-off. — PTT

‘Apps like Signal, Telegram key
challenge to curb radicalisation’

New Delhi, Dec. 11: The
use of secured messaging
applications like Signal,
Telegram, Viber and the
dark Web besides end-to-
end encrypted WhatsApp
by radical elements to
connect with like-minded
individuals is proving to
be a “major challenge” for
security agencies to
counter online radicalisa-
tion, government said on
Wednesday.

Replying to a question
in the Rajya Sabha, min-

ister of state for home
affairs Nityanand Rai
said as the extensive use
of cyber technology is the
main tool for propagating
radical ideology, cyber-
space is being monitored
ceaselessly.

The minister said apart
from state police, the NIA
is investigating 67 cases
relating to online radical-
isation. In these cases,
325 accused have been
arrested and 336
chargesheeted. — PTI

Banerjee has made it clear
that she is not interested
in any ‘chair’ in Delhi. She
is interested in building
an alternative platform
which can defeat the BJP.
Within the INDIA bloc, in
West Bengal we have
defeated the BJP, under
the leadership of Hemant
Soren in Jharkhand, JMM
defeated BJP.”

Lashing out at the
Congress, he added, “In
states like Haryana and
Maharashtra, where the
main responsibility to
defeat BJP was on
Congress, they failed. So,
this is why senior leaders
of INDIA allaince are sug-
gesting Mamata
Banerjee’s name as the
face of the INDIA bloc.
Congress should conduct
a self-analysis about why
they failed in Haryana,
Maharashtra and Lok
Sabha elections.”

‘Bangladesh
has assured
action against
perpetrators’

New Delhi, Dec. 11:
Bangladesh has assured
action against perpetra-
tors of violence against
minorities in the coun-
try, foreign secretary
Vikram Misri told the
parliamentary standing
committee on external
affairs on Wednesday,
according to sources.

“Foreign Secretary has
returned yesterday from
there (Bangladesh). So,
he was able to give us a
thorough briefing. All
the important questions
that you can imagine
were asked by the MPs,
the committee’s chair-
person and senior
Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor told reporters
after the meeting, where
Mr Misri briefed the
panel on the subject

“future of India-
Bangladesh  relation-
ship”.

“There was a good 21-
22 MP turnout and a lot
of questions were asked
and the foreign secre-
tary answered compre-
hensively,” he said.

Sources said several
MPs asked Mr Misri
about the status of for-
mer Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s stay in India.

However, Mr Misri’s
reply to the queries was
not immediately
known.

Mr Misri is also under-
stood to have told the
panel that contrary to
media reports, Bangla-
desh’s interim govern-
ment head Muhammad
Yunus did not talk about
review of any bilateral
agreements with India.

Mr Tharoor is said to
have asked Mr Misri
about the possibility of
MPs going to
Bangladesh. — PTI

The carcass of a blue whale that washed ashore at Pamban beach is being removed

in Ramanathapuram district, Tamil Nadu, on Wednesday.

Odisha waves off over I4K-cr
power dues for 14 industries

AGE CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR, DEC. 11

The Odisha government
has waived electricity
dues amounting to
%4,097.67 crore for 14
industries under various
schemes over the past
decade, deputy chief min-
ister Kanak Vardhan
Singh Deo informed the
Assembly on Wednesday.

In a written reply to
Congress MLA
Taraprasad Bahinipati,
Mr Deo, who oversees the

+

energy department, said
the exemptions began in
the financial year 2015-16
under policies like the
Industrial Policy
Resolution (IPR) and the
Special Economic Zones
(SEZ) Policy.

The largest exemption of
33,599.88 crore was grant-
ed to Vedanta Ltd,
Jharsuguda, under the
SEZ Policy-2015.

Indian Oil Corporation
Ltd (IOCL), Paradip,
received %314.03 crore in
waivers, while Jindal

—PTI

Steel and Power Ltd
(JSPL), Angul, was
exempted from paying
3103.16 crore.

Additionally, <1,324.83
crore in pending electrici-
ty dues from 36 industries
were waived under the

One-Time Settlement
Scheme, 2022.
Major beneficiaries

included Rourkela Steel
Plant (RSP) with %550.12
crore, IMFA Ltd,
Choudwar, with %440.12
crore, and Nalco with
3203.91 crore.



~ NATION

THE ASIAN AGE | THURSDAY | 12 DECEMBER 2024 | LONDON

LA ES

Out on hail, youth
kills Odisha woman

Bhubaneswar: A shocking
incident has emerged from
Odisha’s Sundargarh district,
where a youth killed a young
woman, dismembered her
body and disposed of the
parts in different locations.
According to Jharsuguda
superintendent of police
Smit Parmar, the accused
committed the crime fearing
the victim’s testimony in
court, which he believed
would lead to his conviction
and a harsh prison sentence.
The accused, identified as
Kunu Kisan, was released on
bail three months ago. He
had previously been jailed
following allegations of sex-
ual assault filed by the vic-
tim’s mother.

Fadnavis to drop
30% of Shinde

Cabinet ministers

B Continued from Page 1

cent of ministers in the
Eknath Shinde-led govern-
ment will not be repeated in
Mr Fadnavis’s government.
All three parties -- the BJP, the
Shiv Sena and the NCP -- have
finalised the power-sharing
formula. According to sources,
the Shiv Sena will get 11 to 12
Cabinet berths, the NCP will
get 10 berths and the remain-
ing 23 will remain with the
BJP. The Cabinet, however, is
not going to be expanded to its
full strength yet.

Maharashtra BJP chief on
Tuesday met the Shiv Sena
chief Eknath Shinde at his
residence to discuss the power-
sharing formula.

The sources said that the
BJP is insisting on deciding
the names of the Cabinet min-
isters from the Shiv Sena
quota. However, it has caused
unrest within the Shiv Sena,
forcing Mr Shinde to drop his
plan to visit New Delhi along
with Mr Pawar and Mr
Fadnavis.

A senior BJP leader, request-
ing anonymity, said that the
three leaders will meet the
BJP central leadership for the
final approval of the power-
sharing formula and
confirmation of the names of
the ministers in the new gov-
ernment.

Kejriwal: No tieup
with Cong in Delhi

H Continued from Page 1
prospects in the upcoming
polls, the Delhi Congress chief
Devender Yadav said that the
party will contest the upcom-
ing Assembly elections alone,
as it is in a strong position to
win the elections and come
back to power.

He stated categorically that
Congress will not have any tie-
up with the “corrupt” Arvind
Kejriwal party for the
Assembly polls, as Congress
had to pay a heavy price for
aligning with the AAP for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

The AAP and the Congress
fought the Lok Sabha elections
in Delhi together earlier this
year but lost all seven seats to
the BJP. They, however, failed
to reach a seat-sharing agree-
ment ahead of the Haryana
polls in October despite sever-
al rounds of talks.
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B ‘Future of world will be driven by knowledge, innovation’

Bringing in reforms to remove
barriers in path of youth: Modi

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said
that youth have the
responsibility of building
a developed India while
the government was com-
mitted to providing every
needful resource at the
right time.

Virtually  interacting
with innovators during
the grand finale of the
“Smart India Hackathon”
(SIH), the Prime Minister
said that the government
is introducing reforms to
remove roadblocks in the
path of the country’s
youth.

India’s strength is its
innovative youth and tech-
nology power. We have
introduced a new National
Education Policy to nur-
ture a scientific mindset.
The government is remov-

‘Raj Kapoor’s

100th hirthday
golden era for
Indian cinema’

New Delhi, Dec. 11: Raj
Kapoor’s centenary year
marks a golden era for
Indian cinema, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has said while suggest-
ing that his family
should take the legacy of
showman forward by
making a documentary

on his international
“soft power”.
Mr Modi met Raj

Kapoor’s grandchildren
and other members of
the family, including
daughter Reema Jain
and daughter-in-law
Neetu Kapoor, on
Tuesday evening ahead
of the filmmaker’s 100th
birth anniversary on
December 14.

“Raj Kapoor’s 100th
birthday is an important
milestone of India cine-
ma’s golden journey. It
began with 1947’s ‘Neel
Kamal’ and we are on
course to 2047. It is such
a contribution to the
country when we look
back at this journey of
100 years,” the PM said.

“In  the diplomatic
world, we talk a lot about
soft power. And at a time
when this phrase didn’t
even exist, Raj Kapoor
sahab established
India’s soft power all
over the world. It was his
big service to India,” he
added.

The PM then suggested
that the family should
capture the global
impact of Raj Kapoor
and his films through
visual format.

Recalling the power of
Raj Kapoor’s movies, he
narrated an incident
about former PM Atal
Behari Vajpayee and his
deputy LK Advani.

— PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with noted scholar Seeni
Viswanathan (second right) releases a compendium of
complete works of great Tamil poet Subramania Bharati

on his birth anniversary in New Delhi.

ing roadblocks in the path
of the country’s youth by
introducing reforms,” Mr
Modi said while address-
ing more than 1,300 stu-
dent teams via video con-
ferencing.

He asserted that the

— PTI

future of the world will be
driven by knowledge and
innovation and young-
sters were India’s hope
and aspiration in chang-
ing situations. “Their per-
spective, thinking and
energy are different,” Mr

Modi said.

Stressing that everyone’s
aim was the same, the
Prime Minister under-
scored that India should
become the most innova-
tive, progressive and pros-
perous country in the
world. He pointed out that
the world was acknowl-
edging that India’s
strength was its youth
power.

He further noted that
since the inception of the
SIH, about 14 lakh stu-
dents had participated,
formed two lakh teams
and worked on about 3,000
problems. Mr Modi men-
tioned that more than
6,400 institutions were
associated with it while
hundreds of new startups
were born because of the
hackathon.

Mr Modi said that more
than 7,000 ideas were sub-
mitted by students in 2017.

Nepalese Army Chief Gen. Ashok Raj Sigdel during inspection of a guard of honour at
South Block in New Delhi on Wednesday.

B 150-yr-old practice stopped by L-G admin
‘Won't allow Jammur’s uniqueness

to shrink, darbar move to be back

YUSUF JAMEEL
SRINAGAR, DEC. 11

J&K chief minister Omar
Abdullah on Wednesday
reiterated that the “darbar
move”, the bi-annual shift-
ing of the government
between Srinagar and
Jammu, J&K’s summer
and winter capitals, will be
restored soon as
Jammu’s uniqueness will
not be allowed to diminish.

The practice of “darbar
move” was started by
visionary Dogra ruler
Maharaja Ranbir Singh
for strategic and climatic
reasons. Over the past 150
years, it acted as a bridge
between the dissimilar
ethnicities of the twin
regions, boosting
Jammu’s businesses as
tens of thousands of gov-
ernment employees and
other workforce shift to
the city from the Kashmir
Valley along with their

families to
escape the
harsh win-
ter.
Jammu,
scraping
the low-
lying foot-
hills of the
Himalayas,

Omar
Abdullah

would turn into the seat of

government when
Srinagar was snowbound
and freezing. The “darbar
move” will bring the gov-
ernment back to Srinagar
for summer months in
May.

However, following the
Centre’s revoking J&K’s
special status and splitting
it up into two Union terri-
tories, lieutenant-gover-
nor Manoj Sinha con-
signed the 150-year-old
practice to oblivion. In
June 2021, he, while
announcing to discard the
practice, claimed that
apart from other difficul-

— PTI

9

ties it devours %200 crores
from the state exchequer
every year. He also claimed
that the administration’s
complete transition to e-
office made it irrelevant
and that now both the
Jammu and Srinagar sec-
retariats can function nor-
mally for 12 months.
While speaking at an
event on Tuesday, Mr
Abdullah said, “The hall-
mark of Jammu city was
the darbar move. For six
months, people from
Srinagar would work
here, creating a lively
environment. It fostered
interaction between peo-
ple from both sides of the
mountains, whether at
Wave Mall, Residency
Road or Gole Market.” He
said that his government
will resume the darbar
move in the future as
“unfortunately, time con-
straints prevented us
from doing so this time”.

Tamil poet Bharati’s works
continue to inspire us; PM

B Continued from Page 1
to preserve them for future gen-
erations,” Mr Modi said.

The Prime Minister noted that
the tradition of compiling signif-
icant works remains relevant
today and said that the writings
of Maharishi Vyasa, systemati-
cally preserved in the Puranas,
still resonate.

Citing a few examples, Mr Modi
said that the complete works of
Swami Vivekananda, Babasaheb
Ambedkar's writings and speech-
es and Deen Dayal Upadhyay
have greatly contributed to socie-
ty and academia.

Noting that efforts are going on
to translate the Thirukkural into
multiple languages, which will
exemplify India’s dedication to
preserving and promoting its lit-
erary heritage, Mr Modi said that
he got an opportunity to release
the Thirukkural in Tok Pisin
during the visit to Papua New
Guinea and its Gujarati transla-
tion at his official residence.

Lauding Subramania Bharati
as a great thinker who worked
with an eye on the needs of the
country, the Prime Minister said
that he worked in every direction
that the country needed at that
time.

“Bharathiyar was not just the
heritage of Tamil Nadu and the
Tamil language, but a thinker
whose every breath was dedicat-
ed to the service of Maa
Bharati,” he said.

Underlining that the govern-
ment worked continuously with

a sense of duty to spread the con-
tribution of Bharathiyar Ji to
the people, Mr Modi said that in
2020, despite the whole world
being affected by the Covid pan-
demic, the government ensured
the celebrations of the 100th
death anniversary of Subram-
ania Bharati in a grand manner.

Mentioning that he himself
was a part of the International
Bharati Festival, Mr Modi
stressed that he had constantly
presented the vision of India to
the world through the thoughts
of Mahakavi Bharati within
India and abroad.

Highlighting Kashi as the liv-
ing and a spiritual bond between
himself and Subramania
Bharati, the PM noted that the
time spent and the relationship
of the Tamil poet had become a
part of Kashi's heritage.

Mr Modi pointed out that
Mahakavi Bharati visited Kashi
to gain knowledge and stayed
there forever. Many members of
his family still lived in Kashi. He
remarked that Bharathiyar
wrote many of his works while
living in Kashi.

The 23-volume set compendium
of his complete works has been
compiled and edited by Seeni
Viswanathan and published by
Alliance Publishers. It contains
details of the editions, explana-
tions, documents, background
information and philosophical
presentation, among other
aspects, of the writings of
Subramania Bharati.
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V-P’s ‘partisan’ conduct
forced Opp to demand
his ouster, says Kharge

B Continued from Page 1

say politics is happening in Parliament... We are dis-
appointed that in the 75th year of Independence,
biased behaviour forced us to bring a no-confidence
motion,” Mr Kharge said during the INDIA bloc
press conference in the Constitution Club.

“The vice-president sometimes praises the govern-
ment and sometimes calls himself ‘Eklavya’ of RSS.
He makes objectionable comments on leaders... I
want to say that the Chairman does not allow dis-
cussions on the Opposition’s issues in a planned
manner. We feel that he has become the spokesper-
son of the government,” the Congress leader said.

“The Rajya Sabha Chairman’s conduct has been
contrary to the post’s dignity. He has targeted the
Opposition leaders, not giving them the chance to
speak, while often praising the government,” Mr
Kharge said.

Talking about the RS proceedings, the Congress
chief said, “The Chairman acts like a school head-
master, giving pravachan (sermons) to experienced
Opposition leaders, stopping them from speaking.”

Terming the no-confidence motion against Mr
Dhankhar as “extremely unfortunate,” the BJP
claimed the Congress’s “disregard for the
Constitution has become increasingly clear,” while
also citing how the Opposition party and its allies
have filed a PIL in the Supreme Court challenging
the EC and the EVMs.

The BJP claimed that the no-confidence motion
has been moved by the Congress and its allies
against the “kisan putra” and a “Jaat” despite know-
ing that they do not have the numbers to get it
passed.

“It is all a diversionary tactic to divert the atten-
tion from the link between the Gandhi family and
US billionaire George Soros and their anti-India
alliance... They (the Congress) have never respected
the (Rajya Sabha) Chairman...this no-confidence
motion is a disrespect of farmers and the Jaat com-
munity,” said BJP MP Sambit Patra.

Naxals kill BJP activist; 3rd
saffron neta slain in a week

Maoist shot dead, 2 jawans hurt in C'garh encounter

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
RAIPUR, DEC. 11

A BJP leader was abduct-
ed and then Kkilled by
Maoists in Bijapur dis-
trict under south Bastar
in Chhattisgarh, the
police said on Wednesday.

Mando Ram Kodium was
abducted from his village
of Somnapalli by a group
of armed Maoists late
Tuesday.

His body was found near
the village on Wednesday,
the police said.

Maoists brutally killed
him by slitting his throat,
the police said.

The Indravati National
Park area committee of
the outlawed CPI(Maoist)
has claimed responsibili-
ty for his Kkilling.

A leaflet found near his
body said that he was
given the death punish-
ment for spying for the

THE BJP leader was
abducted from his vil-
lage of Somnapalli by a
group of armed Maoists

A LEAFLET found
near the body of the
BJP leader said that
he was given the
death punishment for
spying for the police

police. This was the third
killing of a BJP leader in
the Bijapur district in the
last week.

Two ex-sarpanches
belonging to the BJP were
earlier killed by Maoists
in two separate incidents.

In another incident, two
jawans were injured and a
Maoist was gunned down
in an encounter in Bija-
pur district on Wednesday:.

The encounter took
place in the Munga forest
under the Gangaloor area
at around 11 am, a senior

Threat to cheetahs as
poachers enter Kuno

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY

BHOPAL, DEC. 11
Suspected poachers
entered the Kuno

National Park in Sheopur
district in  Madhya
Pradesh a couple of days
ago, posing a threat to
cheetahs, official sources
said on Wednesday.

They, however, fled the
area after noticing the
patrolling party in the
forest, they added.

Local villagers spotted a
group of poachers in the
periphery of the park.
They opened fire after
noticing a patrolling
party in the forest before
fleeing the area, sources
said.

“The incident might
have occurred in the
periphery areas of the
national  park. The
patrolling party heard the
sound of firing,” Kuno
field director Uttam

Kumar Sharma told this
newspaper.

He, however, ruled out
any threat to cheetahs,
saying that poachers are
chased away by patrolling
parties whenever they try
to enter the buffer zone of
the reserve.

The Kuno park is guard-
ed by a 200-strong forest
staff, he added.

Another senior forest
officer, requesting anony-
mity, said that in the case
of Kuno, we cannot say
that cheetahs are the tar-
get of the poachers.

Notably, two male chee-
tahs — Agni and Vayu —
were released into the
wild in Kuno on December
4. The remaining 22 chee-
tahs, including 12 cubs,
await their release into
the wild in phases.

The remaining 22 chee-
tahs have been left in the
large enclosures in semi-
wild condition since
August last year.

75 Indians evacuated from
Syria amid political turmoil

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

Following the political
instability and turmoil in
Syria after the ouster of
President Bashar al-
Assad, India announced
shortly after midnight on
Wednesday that it had
evacuated 75 of its nation-
als, including 44 pilgrims
from J&K. All of them
crossed over to Lebanon
and will return to India
by commercial flights.
“The Indian govern-
ment evacuated 75 nation-
als from Syria, following
recent developments in
that country. The evac-
uees included 44 ‘zaireen’

from J&K who were
stranded at Saida Zainab.
All Indians have safely
crossed over to Lebanon
and will return by avail-
able commercial flights,”
New Delhi said. The evac-
uation, coordinated by
our embassies in Damas-
cus and Beirut, was put
into effect following our
assessment of the securi-
ty situation and requests
from Indian nationals in
Syria, the MEA said.
“India accords the high-
est priority to the safety
and security of Indians
abroad. Indians remain-
ing in Syria are advised to
stay in touch with the In-
dian embassy,” it added.

police officer of Bastar
said.

Acting on intelligence
inputs on the presence of
senior Maoist leaders such
as divisional committee
member Dinesh Modium,
Maoists’ company No. 2
commander Bella and the
local militia platoon com-
mander Kamlu along with
around 40 Naxals in the
forest, a security team of
district reserve guard was
sent to the area to launch a
search operation, the
police officer said.

The Maoists ambushed
the security party leading
to an encounter between
them.

The body of a Naxal
along with a nine mm pis-
tol and explosives was

recovered at the
encounter site.
Two jawans suffered

minor injuries and are out
of danger now, the police
said.

U’khand govt
to bhoost edu
infra with
new scheme

PRITHVIRAJ SINGH
DEHRADUN, DEC. 11

The Pushkar Singh
Dhami government in
Uttarakhand aims to
upgrade the higher edu-
cation system in the
state with the introduc-
tion of special educa-
tional tour programmes
for students and
research scholars in uni-
versities and other insti-
tutions.

The government will
also introduce a mone-
tary reward scheme for
higher education teach-
ers whose research
papers will be published
in renowned interna-
tional journals.

The Dhami govern-
ment will implement the
“Chief Minister Higher
Education Quality
Upgradation and Kno-
wledge Enhancement
Training Scheme 2024”
to encourage students
and boost the higher
education system.

According to the deci-
sion taken by the
Uttarakhand Cabinet on
Wednesday, university
students will tour vari-
ous select institutions
specialising in their
respective  fields to
understand their work
and curriculum. Under
the scheme, the students
will be selected for the
tours according to the
focus of their studies.
Visitors from state uni-
versities and higher edu-
cation institutions will
also undergo training
modules in the host
institution. The state
government and the host
institution will work out
modalities for such pro-
grammes.

Din over V-P, Soros issues stalls Parl

H Continued from Page 1
that our party is saying
that derogatory com-
ments against me should
be expunged. The Spea-
ker said he will examine
them. They (the BJP) con-
tinue to make all kinds of
baseless allegations, but
we have decided that we
want the House to func-
tion. Whatever provoca-
tion they do, we will allow
them. But we will try and
run the House. We would
want that somehow the
House functions. We want
there to be a debate and
discussion. We want there
to be a debate on the
Constitution on
December 13,” Mr Gandhi
later told mediapersons.
Congress deputy Leader
in the Lok Sabha Gaurav
Gogoi wrote a letter to Mr
Birla urging him to exam-
ine the party’s complaint

against BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey’s
“defamatory remarks”

against Mr Gandhi and
remove them from the
record. He also said the
Congress party is keen to
participate in the legisla-
tive business.

During the Zero Hour
on Wednesday, Mr Gogoi
taunted the government
for neglecting Manipur
and diverting the nation’s
attention by talking about
Mr Soros.

Later in the day, the Lok

Sabha passed a bill to

amend railway laws.
Responding to a debate on
the Railway

(Amendment) Bill, rail-
way minister Ashiwni
Vaishnaw said that a fake
narrative was set afloat
that the amendment will
privatise railways.

“A few members have
said the bill will lead to
the privatisation of rail-
ways, in an attempt to set
a fake narrative. I want to
appeal to them with all
sincerity not to do this,
their one fake narrative
about the Constitution
has already failed,” Mr
Vaishnaw said, adding
that the amendment will
not lead to the privatisa-
tion of the national carri-
er.

In the evening, during
the discussion on the
Disaster = Management
Bill, Union minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia and
TMC leader Kalyan
Banerjee got engaged in a
verbal duel after the lat-
ter commented on the
minister’s look and fami-
ly background, forcing
adjournment for the day.

The Rajya Sabha was
adjourned for the day on
Wednesday as the
Opposition and the
Treasury benches traded
charges over the impeach-
ment notice against the
House Chairman and

+

vice-president.

Soon after the Upper
House reassembled at
noon following the day’s
first adjournment, Leader
of the House J.P. Nadda
accused the Congress of
standing with Mr Soros in
seeking to destabilise the
country and demanded a
discussion.

Mr Nadda condemned
the Congress for the
Opposition’s no-confi-
dence notice against Mr
Dhankhar, saying it was
an attempt by the
Opposition to divert
attention from the “ties
between the top Congress
leadership and Mr
Soros”. He called for the
debate on the issue as it
“concerns the country’s
sovereignty and internal
and external security”.

Union parliamentary
affairs minister Kiren
Rijiju said the Opposition
must respect the presid-
ing officers and if the
Congress attacks the dig-
nity of the V-P, the
Treasury benches will
protect it.

“You stand with forces
who are against the coun-
try. Notice has been given
against the Chairman...it
is difficult to find such a
Chairman. He has always
talked of the welfare of
the poor and protected
the Constitution. We will
not allow the drama of

notice to succeed. What is
the relationship between

Mr Soros and the
Congress party? This
should be revealed... the

Congress should apolo-
gise to the nation,” Mr
Rijiju said. He also met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the issue on

Wednesday.
Meanwhile, in a
“Gandhirgiri” of sorts,

the Opposition MPs greet-
ed the BJP MPs in
Parliament premises with
the tricolours and red
roses, asking them to
ensure that the Houses
function and all issues,
including the Adani mat-
ter, are discussed.

Ms Vadra, along with
the MPs from the
Congress, DMK, JMM
and the Left parties,
among others, stood in
front of the Makar Dwar
steps in the Parliament
complex, with most of
them carrying small tri-
colour cards and red
roses.

Many MPs also carried
placards reading “Don’t
let the country be sold”.
This comes a day after
MPs carried dark blue
“jholas” with caricatures
of the Prime Minister
and industrialist Gautam
Adani printed on one side

and “Modi-Adani Bhai-
Bhai” written on the
obverse.



EDI'T

THE ASIAN AGE | THURSDAY | 12 DECEMBER 2024 | LONDON

o

THE ASIAN AGE

12 DECEMBER 2024

Top court must pull up
errant high court judge

hat the Supreme Court of India has taken note of the reports of a

hate speech given by Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav of the

Allahabad high court, that it has called for its details and particu-

lars from the high court and that the matter is under consideration
of the apex court must bring immense relief to those who believe in the
Constitution and the ideals it propounds.

A sitting judge commenting on the desirability of the introduction of uni-
form civil code in the country needs to cause no consternation in anyone’s
mind but if he thinks it can be camouflage for spewing venom on a section
of the citizens following a particular religion, then it is an issue for all the
right-thinking people. And he did not stop at that, but suggested that the
“country would function as per the wishes of the majority”. He ‘explained’
that “the law, in fact, works according to the majority... Only what benefits
the welfare and happiness of the majority will be accepted.”

It does not require a lecture to be given by a member of one of India’s old-
est constitutional courts to decipher the basics of representative democra-
cy. But the learned judge’s utterances, suggestive of the pre-eminence of
the majoritarian ideas in the running of the country, are contrary to the

basic principles of the Constitution, constitu-
An early tionalism and every idea they seek to promote.
intervention and an That he aired his narrative of democratic gover-

H 3 nance at a meeting of an organisation affiliated
tl!lréteS'::aeret::‘e)"Ca;:x to the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, the cantanker-

. ous group that advocates violent Hindutva,
on the basic  hyiates an interpretation of his intentions.
principles of This country was born into streams of blood

democratic spilled from a million innocent human beings

among whom were Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs.

govema.n ce_ and Still the Constitution founded this country on

conSt'tUt'on?l the principles of equality and secularism. Every

values for this article in the Constitution, starting from the

judge are needed first, is an assurance the people of this country

have accepted and given to themselves that they

respect the rights of the individual and cannot be subservient to the might
of the state. And, too, there is no place for crass majoritarianism.

This country, unlike the honourable judge would believe and want others
to believe, does not function as per the wishes of the majority; it runs on
the tenets of the Constitution. True, we have representative democracy
and those who get the majority sit in legislatures and make laws and run
the country; but to interpret it as a way to impose the wishes of the major-
ity on the minority is puerile, uninformed and downright silly. And when
it comes from a high court judge, it triggers the suspicion on the way mem-
bers of the higher judiciary have imbibed the spirit of the Constitution,
constitutional morality and constitutional governance. An early interven-
tion and an intense tutorial by the Supreme Court on the basic principles
of democratic governance and constitutional values for this judge, and
those of his ilk, are an immediate necessity.

How ‘brain rot’ got ‘manifested’

t’s only words, and words are all I have to take your heart away,” sang
Ithe BeeGees in a romantic hit. The enduring power and influence of

words is probably never more manifest than in love though the Bard
might contest that as he said, “Words are easy like the wind.” And yet
there is no contesting that words are the foundation of sharing knowledge,
which is particularly important considering the world is at a stage when
everything is being driven by knowledge, most of all in the form of artifi-
cial intelligence.

It is that time of the year when lexicographers are busy analysing the use
of words that best capture the social trends and events of the last 11
months. And naturally enough, “polarisation” came up trumps, pardon the
pun, in the Merriam Webster dictionary in election year when about two
billion if the world’s people voted, but none more polarised by the politics
of division and hate than the Americans. They chose Donald Trump whose
reign is certain to coin more words to feature as “word of the year” in time
to come.

TikTok may be banned in India and faces one in the USA too, but its effect
on social trends is an undeniable facet of modern life. A word mentioned
on it sarcastically by a transwoman became the dictionary.com pick —
“demure”, as in “so demure, so mindful” that became a talking point.
Everyone, from US President Biden who used it to describe his signing off
on student debt to brand-conscious celebrities, lipping it to indicate they
are in clover.

“Demure”, along with Cambridge’s “manifest” as in “to manifest” in the
sense of “to imagine achieving something you want, in the belief doing so
will make it more likely to happen", comprised the happy part of the year’s
word hunt. And then came the warning of where the world is going in this
hyper connected world of the “www” as Oxford’s 19th century word “brain-
rot” serves to remind everyone of the dangers of deterioration of one’s
mental or intellectual state owing to overconsumption of trivial content,
especially on social media.

The concept of word of the year is German and around 30 years old, but
Australian Macquarie “enshittification” could claim originality that
encapsulates the thoughts of many that institutions, great and small, are
going towards the unmentionable, as are goods and services, especially
online platform driven by the profit motive. Well, the good, the bad and the
ugly of the “word” as the ultimate tool of communication is out there for
the year.
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T WILL
HANDLE THIY MORE
EFFICIENTLY

Will Trump’s tarift threats
trigger a wider trade war?

3 | Abhijit

ong before he

enters the White

House on

January 20, 2025,

US President-
elect Donald Trump has
already created global
tremors over his plans to
implement a “Universal
Baseline Tariff” on imports
after assuming office. Mr
Trump has signalled that
he’s a man in a hurry, but
his repeated harping on
plans to “Make America
Great Again” (MAGA) is
an acknowledgment that
the United States is no
longer “great”. To do so, he
has identified tariffs as the
first effective “baby-step”
to deter those he believes
are inflicting damage on
US global trade, with the
deficit soaring to unaccept-
able levels. Mr Trump feels
he has no choice but to fix
the imbalance in US trade
and markets.

What is a tariff? In short,
it’s a tax imposed by gov-
ernments on imported
goods. All nations must col-
lect taxes for revenue gen-
eration for their projects
and programmes. In legal
terms, it's “a schedule or
system of duties imposed
by a government on
imported or exported
goods”; but in the United
States, tariffs are imposed
only on imported goods.
That said, Mr Trump’s
acute feeling is that the US
was “robbed” by some of
his own countrymen in the
past and the Communist
Party of China (CPC) dicta-
tor, who together pumped
up the trade deficit to an
unacceptable level of hun-
dreds of billions of dollars.
Mr Trump has vowed to
bring American industry
back to its glory days and
curb the entry of cheaper
foreign goods, damaging
his country’s production
line and people’s consump-
tion habits.

Mr Trump campaigned to
impose stiff duties on some
identified adversarial ele-
ments like China. He wants

Bhattacharyya

to impose an across-the-
board 25 per cent tariffs on
all imports from Canada
and Mexico, and an extra
10 per cent on all Chinese
goods. Mr Trump has rung
the bell for a fresh US-
China conflict, beyond the
usual combat zone of phys-
ical violence. How ironic
can things turn from friend
to foe?

Over two decades ago,
soon after the launch of the
US “global war on terror”
following the September 11,
2001 terror attacks on
America, China entered
the World Trade Orga-
nisation on December 11,
2001. Thus, as the US start-
ed spending dollars to
crush “terror”, China slyly
entered the terror-struck
psyche of the US backyard
in its quest for dollar rev-
enues. The US got bogged
down in the quagmire of
the terror war for two
decades, while China filled
the vacuum to enter the
world trade system and got
a virtual free pass away
from the American gaze.

Today, however, a closer
look at Mr Trump’s talk on
future tariffs on a bigger
canvas reveals a rather
complicated scenario. The
World Bank 2022 data
shows that the percentage
of customs and other duties
in America’s total revenue
collection was only 3.241
per cent. It was $80 billion
in 2022 and $97 billion in
2023. In comparison, the
individual income-tax
share stood at 45.3 per cent;
followed by social insur-
ance tax 21.9 per cent, con-
sumption tax 15.7 per cent,
property tax 10.6 per cent
and corporate tax 6.5 per
cent. In this situation, will
Mr Trump be able to hike
the share of tariffs on
imported goods to double
figure percentage and
maintain the balance
between economic growth
and a possible slowdown
due to the reduced compul-
sive consumption demand
for cheap Chinese goods

The worst-case
scenario could be
‘anti-dumping’ tariffs
or duties designed to
prevent foreign
businesses from
artificially lowering
prices and gaining
unfair advantages
outside their

bona fide market

with which millions of
Americans have got used
to over three decades?

These figures show that
tariffs/import duties
haven’t been a priority for
the laissez-faire economics
of US capitalism as the pri-
mary source of state rev-
enues. This despite the fact
that the first US treasury
secretary, Alexander
Hamilton, was firm on
“using tariffs to develop
nascent industries” to
establish his country on a
firm commercial basis in
1790. Over 234 years later,
Mr Trump modified the
18th century “tariff” slogan
with an escape route at his
October 2024 Chicago rally:
“There are no tariffs... All
you have to do is build your
plant in the US and you
don’t have any tariffs”. No
wonder Mr Trump trum-
pets himself as a deal-
maker! He appears to be
throwing carrots to foreign
companies to “invest
directly in the US to gain
tariff-free access to its con-
sumer markets”.

One may wonder at this
small window amid Mr
Trump’s tariff threats.
Could it be an indication of
a possible change of mind,
or something else? In my
view, tariffs can’t be a one-
step solution for the
American economy. Tar-
iffs are an indirect tax, not
a direct tax like income-
tax. History shows that
while a developed economy
depends more on direct
taxes than tariffs, it is the
opposite for less developed
or weak economies. The
US, being a developed
nation, must weigh all the
pros and cons before
imposing indiscriminate
tariffs on foreign or import-
ed goods. If it is to “protect”
domestic manufacturers
against foreign competi-
tion, as Mr Trump claims,

it will also lead to “retalia-
tory” tariffs by those under
pressure to make trade
concessions. That will not
help American exports.

The worst-case scenario,
however, could be “anti-
dumping” tariffs or duties
designed to prevent foreign
business from artificially
lowering their prices and
gaining unfair advantages
outside their bona fide
market. On several occa-
sions, incidentally, India
has introduced anti-dump-
ing duties, and the latest
could be on the cheap and
inferior Chinese steel
which is swamping India’s
domestic markets and
damaging indigenous steel
producers.

Where will then Mr
Trump’s potential tariff
imposition act, as a combi-
nation of “protective”,
“preferential” and “anti-
dumping duties”, lead to

MAGA? Will Donald
Trump’s MAGA, like
Chinese President Xi

Jinping’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), be the two
rivals’ respective strategic
tools to strengthen their
own positions, or will they
continue to try to destroy
the opponent? Only time
will tell. But for now, it’s
the internal economy and
polity of the United States
and the external power
play of the People’s
Republic of China which
will reach out far and wide
to influence small, weak,
but strategically located
countries.

Nothing can be said for
sure in the few weeks left
before Mr Trump takes
charge of the US govern-
ment, except to expect the
unexpected and await
unpredictable outcomes.
But one thing is certain.
Making deals with China
or the 27-nation European
Union cannot have a uni-
form formula. There have
to be different tariffs with
varying terms for different
terrains, and that is unlike-
ly to be easier said than
done for either the US or its
perceived rivals, competi-
tors or partners. A mini
trade war could be a pre-
lude to a mega one.

The writer is a former
chief commissioner of
customs who has served in
Hyderabad and then

New Delhi
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MALHOTRA'’S JOB

Shaktikanta Das’ time at
the helm was marked by
reasoned steady policy-
making and deft crisis
management as he not
only steered the economy
through the turbulent
Covid crisis but also fore-
saw its recovery especially
in the financial sector. Das
also had an uncanny knack
for ensuring a harmonious
relationship between Mint
street and North Block.
Sanjay Malhotra is now
entrusted with the arduous
task of navigating India
through geopolitical head-
winds and uncertain global
times. Besides interest
rates, Mr Malhotra will also
have to deal with a range
of issues including the fluc-
tuating dollar exchange
rate and financial market
volatility. He has his task
cut out.
Vijay Singh Adhikari
Nainital, Uttarakhand

IMPEACH HIM!

IT IS TRULY unbecoming of Justice
Shekhar Kumar Yadav, sitting judge of
Allahabad high court, to attend an
event organised by VHP and praise the
work of the RSS. But what is shocking
is that he has even gone on record to
say that India would be run as per the
wishes of the majority community. He
has further ascertained that the uni-
form civil code will be implemented at
any cost. How can such a communal
person be allowed to continue as the
judge of a high court? He stands thor-
oughly exposed. Proceedings must be
initiated to impeach him for his venom-
soaked agenda.
Tharcius S. Fernando
Chennai

INDIA IS RIGHT

THE INDIA bloc’s move to remove
the Vice-President, though belated, is
welcome. Rajya Sabha chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar has been blatant-
ly partisan favouring the BJP mem-
bers and the government while
neglecting Opposition members. The
chairman of the House, who must
rise above petty party politics to be a
no-party man, is found to be a BJP
acolyte. In the process he has thrown
away the high tradition of impartial-
ity the chair has displayed. He should
introspect and correct his course.
Sankar Paul
Chakdaha, West Bengal

Skand Tayal

The consequences
for South Korea’s
Prez after 6-hour

martial law drama

outh Korea and the world witnessed a train

of unimaginable political events on

December 34, 2024, which left them bewil-

dered and confused. South Korean President
Yoon Suk-Yeol’s sudden and surprising imposition
of martial law in the late evening of December 3
was not supported by his party or the Cabinet. The
President perhaps consulted only his defence min-
ister before taking such a momentous step. The
Army chief followed his command as the Army
units were initially deployed and surrounded the
National Assembly.

After swift action by the National Assembly, that
unanimously rejecting the imposition of martial
law by a vote of 190 out of the total 300, President
Yoon withdrew his ill-considered move after a six-
hour drama.

The leader of President Yoon’s Peoples Power
Party apologised to the public in a formal statement
and called for the country’s defence minister, Kim
Yong-Hyun, to be dismissed. Defence minister Kim
chose to resign on Dec. 4 itself, and took full respon-
sibility for the events of the previous day. He was
subsequently arrested for treason on Dec. 8. Three
senior commanders involved in the martial law
operations were suspended.

The South Korean constitution does permit the
imposition of martial law in case of threats to
national security, but this needs the approval of a
majority in the National Assembly. Unfortunately,
the Army chief had obeyed the unconstitutional
order of the President and deployed forces in Seoul

— o0 ©

surrounding the National Assembly. However, the
brave National Assembly members rushed to the
legislature in the night, defying the security cor-
don, and passed the unanimous motion against
martial law with all 190 members present voting
against it. This reportedly included 18 members of
the President’s own party.

It is to the South Korean media’s credit that it
totally ignored the martial law decree of restric-
tions on its reporting and gave full coverage to the
unfolding events at the National Assembly. Also,
thousands of ordinary citizens gathered outside the
National Assembly during the night itself de-
manding the revocation of martial law. While de-
claring martial law, President Yoon said the Op-
position’s actions were “clear anti-state behaviour
aimed at inciting rebellion” and claimed their
actions had “paralysed state affairs and turned the
National Assembly in a den of criminals”.

In the face of unified defiance by National
Assembly members, the media and -citizens,
President Yoon retracted and reversed his decision
of imposing martial law within six hours. One can
reasonably assume that the commander of the
28,000-strong US military forces in South Korea
may have given some sane advice to both the
President and the local Army commanders.

Since emerging from the brutal Japanese colonial
rule in 1945, the Korean Peninsula has had a turbu-
lent history. After long and painful mass protests
by students and workers, South Korea eventually
saw the dawn of real democracy in 1986. The people

of South Korea are just not prepared to go back to
the bad old days of 1950-86 and give up their hard-
earned civil liberties and democratic rights.

To prevent any ambitious leader to again usurp
power, South Korea’s constitution has a clear divi-
sion of power. The President is directly elected but
only for one five-year term. After his election, with
a slim majority of less than one per cent in 2022,
President Yoon’s PPP lost heavily in the April 2024
elections to the National Assembly. At present, 192
of the 300 seats are with the combined Opposition
led by the main rival, the Democratic Party.

With its control over the National Assembly, the
Opposition had demanded major changes in the
President’s budget proposals and also did not
approve several of his important appointments.
This concerted Opposition led to a deadlock in
major decision-making and perhaps the patience of
President Yoon snapped, resulting in his taking the
drastic and unilateral decision of imposing
martial law.

President Yoon’s political career seems to be
over. The National Assembly has already com-
menced impeachment proceedings against him,
which requires a two-thirds majority, or 200 of its
300 members. On December 7, 105 members of the
PPP united to oppose the motion for impeachment
and it was not passed.

The PPP is trying to find ways to curb the
President’s executive powers but his continuation
in office with effective power exercised by Prime
Minister Han Duck-soo. The PPP wants to avoid the
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removal of President Yoon as a fresh presidential
election is bound to return the opposition
Democratic Party candidate.

Also, both the South Korean police and the prose-
cutor’s office have booked President Yoon as a sus-
pect on charges of treason, mutiny and abuse of
power. The law permits the President’s arrest and
a ban has been imposed on his overseas travel.
South Korean society has evolved since 1980s as a
democratic polity with strong civil society institu-
tions. Students, trade unions, religious congrega-
tions and scores of well-funded NGOs are indepen-
dent of the government and command a consider-
able following. Opinion polls indicate that over 70
per cent of citizens are in favour of President
Yoon’s immediate removal from office.

Regrettably, after the establishment of real
democracy in the late 1980s the “politics of vendet-
ta” is being pursued in South Korea. Successive
Presidents have been either sentenced to prison
terms after completing their term or impeached.

The US has expressed its “grave concern” on the
developments and welcomed the lifting of martial
law. Other friends of South Korea, including India,
watched the events with disbelief but refrained
from making any comment. All heaved a sigh of
relief as the events did not lead to any violence. The
situation will now hopefully be dealt with under
the provisions of South Korea’s Constitution.

The writer is a retired diplomat and has served
as India’s ambassador to South Korea
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WHO: MALARIA
MORTALITY AT
PRE-COVID LEVEL

Geneva, Dec. 11: Malaria mor-
tality has fallen back to levels
seen before Covid-19, the WHO
said on Wednesday, but called
for faster progress against the
disease that killed nearly some
5,97,000 people last year.

In a new report, the World
Health Organisation estimated
that there were 263 million cas-
es of malaria worldwide in 2023
— 11 million more than a year
earlier — while the death toll
remained relatively stable.

In terms of mortality, “we
have come back to pre-pandem-
ic numbers”, WHO’s Arnaud
Le Menach said.

KAZAKHSTAN
MULLS NEW TIME
ZONE CHANGE

Almaty, Dec. 11: Kazakhstan
on Wednesday signalled that it
could reverse a controversial
change in time zone, a rare con-
cession to public anger in the
tightly controlled Central Asi-
an nation.

Kazakhstan in March moved
to five hours ahead of Gree-
nwich Mean Time (GMT), forc-
ing most regions of the vast
nation — which spans 3,000 km
east to west — to turn their
clocks back one hour.

The move prompted uproar
from citizens who said it dis-
rupted their biological rhythm
and frustration has not sub-
sided.

NEPAL-INDIA MEET
TO PROMOTE
MAHA KUMBH

Kathmandu, Dec. 11: The first
Nepal-India Tourism Meet was
held here to promote Maha
Kumbh 2025 and strengthen
tourism connections between
the two neighbours, with offi-
cials underscoring the need to
leverage the sector’s potential.

The event was jointly organ-
ised on Tuesday by the Nepal
Tourism Board and the Indian
Embassy in Kathmandu.

It focused on promoting Maha
Kumbh in Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh and creating business-
to-business (B2B) connections
to foster the implementation of
circuit tourism between Nepal
and India.

$10 MN OFFERED
BY U.S. FOR
CHINESE HACKER

Washington, Dec. 11: The
United States offered a $10 mil-
lion reward on Tuesday for
information leading to the arr-
est of a Chinese man and co-
conspirators wanted for hack-
ing computer firewalls.

Guan Tianfeng, 30, is believed
to be living in China’s Sichuan
province, according to the state
department. An indictment
charging Guan with conspira-
cy to commit computer fraud
and conspiracy to commit wire
fraud was unsealed on
Tuesday. The treasury depart-
ment said that it had imposed
sanctions on the company
Guan worked for.

GOOGLE UNVEILS
LATEST Al MODEL,
GEMINI 2.0

San Francisco, Dec. 11: Google
on Wednesday announced the
launch of Gemini 2.0, its most
advanced artificial intelligence
model to date, as the world’s
tech giants race to take the lead
in the fast developing technolo-

gy.

CEO Sundar Pichai said the
new model would be marking
what the company calls “a new
agentic era” in AI develop-
ment, with AI models designed
to understand and make deci-
sions about the world around
you.

“Gemini 2.0 is about making
information much more use-
ful,” Pichai said.

REBELS CONTROL
BORDER REGION
OF MYANMAR

Bangkok, Dec. 11: A Myanmar
ethnic armed group has
claimed complete control of a
key region along the Banglad-
esh border, piling further pres-
sure on the junta battling oppo-
nents elsewhere across the
country. Fighting has rocked
western Rakhine state since
the Arakan Army (AA)
attacked security forces in
November last year.

AA fighters have seized
swathes of territory in the
state that is home to China and
India-backed port projects and
all but cut off state capital

Sittwe.
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Israeli tanks manoeuvre next to the security fence near
the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-ann-

exed Golan Heights from Syria, on Wednesday.

— AP

38 Palestinians
killed in Israeli
strikes on Gaza

Cairo, Dec. 11: Israeli air
attacks across the Gaza
Strip killed at least 38
Palestinians on Wed-
nesday, most of them in a
strike on a house in Beit
Lahiya on the northern
edge of the enclave,
medics said.

The Beit Lahiya strike
killed at least 22 people,
including women and
children, health officials
said. Relatives listed the
names of the dead on
social media.

More than 30 people
were living in the multi-
storey building before it
was struck, and several
family members remain-
ed missing as rescue oper-
ations continued through
the morning, the Pales-
tinian WAFA  news
agency said.

The Israeli military told
Reuters it had carried out
a strike targeting Hamas
militants near the Kamal
Adwan Hospital, which is
located between Beit Lah-
iya and Jabalia, towns on
the northern fringe of
Gaza under Israeli siege

BIBI AIDE ON
TRIAL IN CASE
TROUBLING PM

Jerusalem, Dec. 11: As the
corruption trial of
Benjamin Netanyahu
resumed this week, Israel
was gripped by another
scandal involving the
Prime Minister and the
alleged leaking of classi-
fied documents.

Eli Feldstein, an ex-adv-
iser to Netanyahu, is acc-
used in the case of leaki-
ng a classified document
related to Gaza hostage
negotiations to shift criti-
cal media coverage of the
Israeli leader. — AFP

for two months. It said it
was continuing to exam-
ine the incident but desc-
ribed the number of fatal-
ities reported by Palesti-
nian medics and media as
“inaccurate” and at odds
with the army’s informa-
tion. — Reuters

Anti-Pak Army
stand: 22 nabbed

Lahore, Dec. 11: Pakistani
authorities have booked
150 suspects and arrested
22 of them, mostly belong-
ing to Imran Khan’s party,
for allegedly propagating
against the army on
social media on the
killings of the party
workers in Islamabad on
November 26.

According to the Pakis-
tan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
at least 12 party workers
were Kkilled and hundreds
wounded when law enfo-
rcers opened fire on the
protesters. It also claims
that around 105 party
workers have been miss-
ing since then.

Following the incident,
Khan’s supporters started
blaming the Pakistan
Army for opening fire on
the peaceful protesters.

The government denied

Khalil Haqqani

SUICIDE BLAST
KILLS AFGHAN
REFUGEES MIN.

Kabul, Dec. 11: The
Afghan minister for
refugees was Killed on
Wednesday in a suicide
explosion at the min-
istry’s offices in the cap-
ital Kabul, a government
source told AFP.
“Unfortunately an
explosion happened at
the ministry of refugees
and minister Khalil Ur-
Rahman Haqgani has
been martyred along
with some of his collea-
gues,” the official said,
requesting not to be
named. He added that
the explosion was caus-
ed by a suicide blast.
Khalil Ur-Rahman Ha-
qgani — who is on the
US sanctions list and ne-
ver appears without an
automatic weapon in his
hand — was the brother
of Jalaluddin Hagqgani,
who founded the feared
Haggani network respo-
nsible for some of the
most violent attacks dur-
ing the Taliban’s two-de-
cade insurgency. — AFP
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that the law enforcers op-
ened fire on the proteste-
rs and vowed to take strict
action against those prop-
agating on social media.
The government formed
a special task force head-
ed by the Federal Investi-
gation Agency (FIA) chief
to NAB such elements.
“Subsequently, the FIA
cybercrime wing booked
some 150 suspects and ar-
rested 22 social media
activists across the coun-
try,” an FIA officer said.
He said that the FIA
made 117 raids, mostly in
Punjab, to arrest the sus-
pects involved in the pro-
paganda against the state
institutions. The suspects
(social media activists)
have been booked under
different sections of the
Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act. — PTI
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Tomb of Assad’s father set
on fire in Syrian hometown

Khamenei alleges toppling of Assad was result of a plan by US and Israel

Qardaha, Dubai, Damas-
cus, Beirut, Dec. 11: The
tomb of ousted Syrian pre-
sident Bashar al-Assad’s
father Hafez was torched
in his hometown of Qard-
aha, AFP footage taken on
Wednesday showed, with
rebel fighters in fatigues
and young men watching
it burn.

Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
said on Wednesday that
the toppling of Bashar al-
Assad was the result of a
plan by the United States
and Israel. “One of Syria’s
neighbours also had a
role,” he said. He did not
name the country but
appeared to be referring to
Turkey, which has backed
anti-Assad rebels.

“What happened in Syria
was mainly planned in the
command rooms of Amer-
ica and Israel. We have evi-
dence of this. A neighbou-
ring government of Syria
was also involved,” Kha-
menei said.

Syria’s new prime minis-
ter said the Islamist-led
alliance that ousted presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad will
“guarantee” the rights of
all religious groups and
called on the millions who
fled the war to return
home. He also said that all
who were involved in tor-
turing and killing detain-
ees in Syrian prisons wo-
uld not be pardoned.

“We will pursue them in
Syria, and we ask countr-
ies to hand over those who
fled so we can achieve jus-
tice,” Golani said in a

We will pursue all

who were involved in
torturing and killing
detainees in Syrian prisons,
and we ask countries to
hand over those who fled
so we can achieve justice.”

— ABU MOHAMMED
AL-GOLANI
Syria’s new PM

statement published on
the Syrian state TV’s
Telegram channel.

The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights war mo-
nitor told AFP the rebels
had set fire to the mauso-
leum, located in the Lata-
kia heartland of Assad’s
Alawite community.

AFP footage showed
parts of the mausoleum
ablaze and damaged, with
the tomb of Hafez torched
and destroyed.

The vast elevated struct-
ure atop a hill has an intri-
cate architectural design
with several arches, its
exterior embellished with
ornamentation etched in
stone. It also houses the
tombs of other Assad fam-
ily members, including
Bashar’s brother Bassel,
who was being groomed to
inherit power before he
was killed in a road acci-
dent in 1994. On Sunday, a
lightning offensive by
Islamist-led rebels seized
key cities before reaching
Damascus and forcing
Assad to flee, ending more
than 50 years of his fami-
ly’s rule. — Agencies

Rebel fighters stand next to the burning gravesite of Syria’s late president Hafez al-
Assad at his mausoleum in the family’s ancestral village of Qardaha in Latakia

province on Wednesday, after it was stormed by opposition factions.

— AFP

Kurdish-led force announces
US-brokered truce in Manbij

Beirut, Dec. 11: The Kur-
dish-led force controlling
northeast Syria said on
Wednesday it had reached
a US-brokered ceasefire
with Turkish-backed fight-
ers in Manbij, after Islam-
ist-led rebels toppled Bash-
ar al-Assad’s government.

The clashes in Manbij,
an Arab-majority city,
have killed 218 combatants

P10 MP flags Britain ban
on first-cousin marriages

London, Dec. 11: An
Indian-origin member of
Parliament has expressed
his concerns over a new
bill tabled in the House of
Commons that seeks to
ban marriages between fi-
rst cousins over the great-
er risk of children’s birth
defects associated with
the practice.

The Marriage (Prohibit-
ed Degrees of Relationsh-
ip) Bill got its first reading
in Parliament on Tuesday
when backbench Conserv-
ative MP Richard Holden
used the 10-Minute Rule
process to introduce his
proposals.

Igbal Mohamed, elected
as a first-time Independe-
nt MP from Dewsbury and
Batley, spoke out against
the motion to caution that
the matter should be treat-
ed as a public health awar-
eness one and not by imp-
osing a ban. “An estimated
35 per cent to 50 per cent of
all sub-Saharan African

An estimated 35 per

cent to 50 per cent of
all sub-Saharan African
populations either prefer or
accept cousin marriage,
and it is extremely common
in the Middle East and
South Asia.

— IQBAL MOHAMED
Independent MP

populations either prefer
or accept cousin mar-
riage, and it is extremely
common in the Middle
East and South Asia,” stat-
ed Mohamed.

“The reason the practice
is so common is that ordi-
nary people see family in-
termarriage as something
that is very positive over-
all; as something that hel-
ps to build family bonds
and puts families on a
more secure financial
foothold, Mohamed said.

However, as is well docu-

mented, it is not without
health risks for the child-
ren of those relationships,
some of whom will be
born out of wedlock,” he
said. “Instead of stigmati-
sing those who are in
cousin marriages, or tho-
se who are inclined to be, a
much more positive app-
roach would be to facili-
tate advanced genetic test
screening for prospective
married couples, as is the
case in all Arab countries
in the Persian Gulf, and to
run health education pro-
grammes targeting those
communities where the
practice is most common,”
he added.

Introducing the propos-
al, MP Richard Holden
argued that while many
may wonder why first-
cousin marriage is not
already illegal, there
remain certain diaspora
communities with high
rates of first-cousin mar-
riages. — PTI

Ex-South Korean mlnlster tI’1€S to kill self

Seoul Dec. 11: South Ko-
rea’s former defence min-
ister tried to Kkill himself
shortly before he was for-
mally arrested over his
role in this month's mar-
tial law operation, a senior
prisons official said
Wednesday.

President Yoon Suk Yeol
declared martial law on
December 3 and sent sol-
diers and helicopters to
parliament but was forced
to rescind the decree
hours later after lawmak-
ers voted it down.

Defence minister Kim
Yong-hyun resigned last
Thursday and was formal-
ly arrested Tuesday on
charges including “engag-
ing in critical duties dur-

COOLER | EARTH

Geneva, Dec. 11: The cool-
ing weather phenomenon
La Nina could appear in
coming months, but if it
does it will likely be too
“weak and short-lived” to
significantly impact soar-
ing global temperatures,
the UN said Wednesday.
There is currently a 55-
per cent likelihood of La
Nina conditions emerging
by the end of February,
the United Nations’ World
Meteorological Organisat-
ion said in its latest upda-
te. There was a similar ch-
ance of the phenomenon
developing between Feb-

Protesters call for the ouster of South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol near the National Assembly in Seoul on

Wednesday.

ing an insurrection” and
“abuse of authority to
obstruct the exercise of
rights”.

During a parliamentary
hearing, the commission-

— AFP

er general of the Korea
Correctional Service said
the former minister tried
to Kkill himself minutes
before his arrest was
announced. — AFP

C(OPS BLOCKED
FROM RAID ON
SK PREZ OFFICE

Seoul, Dec. 11: South Ko-
rean police said on Wedn-
esday that security guards
were blocking a raid on
President Yoon Suk Yeol’s
offices to investigate his
brief imposition of mar-
tial law, with the opposi-
tion party accusing the
presidential staff of ille-
gally protecting an insur-
rectionist. Yoon has alrea-
dy been banned from for-
eign travel. — AFP

La Nina to lower temperatures, says WMO

La Nina will be weak, says UN

ruary and April, it added.
The WMO had earlier
this year voiced hope the
return of La Nina would
help lower temperatures
slightly after months of
global heat records fuelled
in part by La Nina’s oppo-
site number, the warming
El Nino weather pattern,
which gripped the planet
for a year from June 2023.
WMO chief Celeste Sau-
lo warned in Wednesday’s
statement that a possible
La Nina would have little
impact following a 2024,
which is on track to be the
hottest year on record.

Even if a La Nina

event does emerge,
its short-term cooling
impact will be insufficient
to counterbalance the
warming effect of record
heat-trapping greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere.

— CELESTE SAULO
WMO chief

“Even if a La Nina event
does emerge, its short-
term cooling impact will
be insufficient to counter-
balance the warming eff-

ect of record heat-trappi-
ng greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere,” she said.

“Even in the absence of
El Nino or La Nina condi-
tions since May, we have
witnessed an extraordi-
nary series of extreme
weather events, including
record-breaking rainfall
and flooding which have
unfortunately become the
new norm in our changing
climate.” La Nina refers to
a naturally occurring cli-
mate phenomenon that
cools the ocean surface
temperatures in large
swathes. — AFP

+

since Turkish-backed gro-
ups launched offensives in
the north following the ou-
ster of Assad on Sunday.
“We have reached a cea-
sefire agreement in Man-
bij via US mediation,” said
Syrian Democratic Forces
commander Mazloum
Abdi. He said fighters of
the SDF-affiliated Manbij
Military Council “will be

withdrawn from the area
as soon as possible”.

“Our goal is to reach a
ceasefire across Syria and
start a political process for
the future of the country,”
he added. Abdi told rep-
orters last week that the
UN had been in touch with
the SDF about helping to
“shape a political resolu-
tion for Syria”. — AFP

Rescuers
searching for
people under
the rubble of
a medical
clinic
destroyed by
a missile in
the city of
Zaporizhzhia,

on
Wednesday.
— AFP

Ukralne hit sets
oil depot ablaze

Kyiv, Dec. 11: Ukraine
attacked Russian border
regions with missiles and
drones early on Wedn-
esday, sparking a fire at
an oil depot and damag-
ing an “industrial facili-
ty”, officials said.

Two separate attacks
targeted Russia’s southe-
rn Rostov region and
western Bryansk region,
both of which have been
hit by cross-border Ukr-
ainian fire throughout
Moscow’s nearly three-
year invasion.

Videos purportedly tak-
en in the Bryansk region
showed a distant fireball
illuminating the night

sky over an urban area.
Meanwhile air raid
sirens could be heard in
footage from the southern
Rostov region. Kyiv said it
struck an oil depot being
used to “supply the Russ-
ian occupation army” in
the Bryansk region, while
the governor of Russia’s
Rostov region said a
UKkrainian missile attack
damaged an “industrial
enterprise” in the port
city of Taganrog. Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr
Zelensky hailed “tangible
blows against Russian tar-
gets last night” that he
said would help bring the
war to an end. — AFP

Trudeau governor
of Canada: Trump

New York, Dec. 11: US
President-elect Donald
Trump’s recent dinner
with Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
and his visit to Paris for
the reopening of the No-
tre Dame Cathedral were
not just exercises in poli-
cy and diplomacy. They
were also prime trolling
opportunities for Trump.

Throughout his first
term in the White House
and during his campaign
to return, Trump has
spun out countless prov-
ocative, antagonizing and
mocking statements.
There were his belittling
nicknames for political
opponents, his impres-
sions of other political
figures and the plentiful
memes he shared on
social media.

Now that’s he’s prepar-
ing to return to the Oval
Office, Trump is back at
it, and his trolling is
attracting more attention
and eyerolls.

On Sunday, Trump turn-
ed a photo of himself
seated near a smiling first
lady Jill Biden at the
Notre Dame ceremony
into a social media promo
for his new perfume and
cologne line, with the tag
line, A fragrance your

enemies cant resist! The
first lady’s office declined
to comment.

When Trudeau hastily
flew to Florida to meet
with Trump last month
over the President-elect’s
threat to impose a 25%
tax on all Canadian prod-
ucts entering the US, the
Republican tossed out the
idea that Canada become
the 51st US state.

The Canadians passed
off the comment as a joke,
but Trump has continued
to play up the dig, includ-
ing in a post Tuesday
morning on his social
media network referring
to the prime minister as
Governor Justin Trudeau
of the Great State of
Canada.

After decades as an
entertainer and tabloid
fixture, Trump has a flair
for the provocative that is
aimed at attracting atten-
tion and, in his most
recent incarnation as a
politician, mobilising
fans. He has long relished
poking at his opponents,
both to demean and mini-
mize them and to delight
supporters who share his
irreverent comments and
posts widely online and
cheer for them in person.

— AP
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US 10-Yr T-hill yield* 4242 0.021
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Tivolt Electric inks
deal to enhance
charging infra

Tivolt Electric Vehicles, the EV
division of Murugappa Group,
has signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with Tata
Power Renewable Energy to
enhance e-mobility for com-
mercial vehicles. The deal aims
to build a robust electric vehi-
cle charging ecosystem by
leveraging Tata Power’s expert-
ise in diversified EV charging
solutions and Tivolt Electric
Vehicles’ growing network of
electric commercial vehicles.

Swiggy declines
about 4% on

profit booking

Shares of food delivery and
quick-commerce major Swiggy
declined more than 4 per cent
on Wednesday as investors
booked profits after the one-
month lock-in period for
anchor investors expired.

On the NSE, the stock slipped
4.46 per cent to close at "519.5
apiece. Swiggy'’s scrip fell 3.84
per cent to settle at Rs 522.7
per share on the BSE. As many
as 6.5 cr shares became eligi-
ble to trade

Cipla gets nod
from CDSCO for
insulin drug

Drug maker Cipla said it has
received approval from the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation for the distribu-
tion and marketing of Afrezza
inhalation powder in India.
Afrezza, a product created and
manufactured by MannKind
Corporation (MannKind) USA,
is used to improve glycemic
control in adult patients with
diabetes mellitus. The medica-
tion dissolves rapidly upon oral
inhalation into the lungs.

1iplo

Travel Food files
draft prospectus
with Sebi for PO

Mumbai based Travel Food
Services, operating a travel
quick service restaurant and a
lounge business across airports
in India and Malaysia, has filed
its draft red herring prospectus
with market regulator
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) for 2,000 cr
initial public offering. The pro-
posed IPO by the company
with a face value of %1 is entire-
ly an offer for sale by Kapur

Family Trust.
o0 ©
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Will maintain continuity,
stability in policy: Sanjay

New governor calls for collaboration between banks, financial institutions

FALAKNAAZ SYED
MUMBAI, DEC. 11

Newly appointed Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) gover-
nor Sanjay Malhotra on
Wednesday said the cen-
tral bank will maintain
continuity and stability in
policy but emphasised the
need to remain alert and
agile in the wake of the
current global economic
environment.

“The world is changing,
there is political uncer-
tainty around the world.
We have to be conscious
that we have to be alert
and agile to meet any chal-
lenges, while maintaining
policy continuity,” said
Malhotra after assuming
as 26th governor of RBI.

He stated ‘stability, trust,
and growth’ as the key pil-
lars for policymakers to
work on. He listed finan-
cial inclusion as a priority
and called for collabora-
tion between banks, finan-
cial institutions and gov-
ernments. He stressed on
greater use of technology
to promote financial
inclusion.

“We are in a totally dif-
ferent world today than 30
years ago with respect to
technology; RBI has also
made a big contribution in
this regard. How we use

GOVT PLANNING
SOCIAL SECURITY
FOR GIG WORKERS

New Delhi, Dec. 11: The
ministry of labour and
employment is working
on a scheme to provide
various benefits like
social security to gig and
platform workers in the
country, said union
labour secretary Sumita
Dawra.

“We are putting together
the scheme for the gig and
platform economy work-
ers. There is no tradition-
al employer-employee
relationship defined for
the gig and platform
workers. We need to bring
social security coverage
for them so that they can
be more productive and
support the economy,” she
said at an industry event.

Dawra also stated that
by 2030, the ministry
expects more than 3 crore
workers in the gig and
platform economy.

She acknowledged that
the ministry is aware that
almost a crore workers
are there in the gig and
platform economy and it
is going to grow further.

About the impact of
artificial intelligence on
jobs, she stated that “our
sense is that Al is some-
thing which probably
should be adding to jobs”.

She was of the view that
there are experts who are
indicating that AI need
not necessarily disrupt
the employment scenario
in a negative manner.
India is a solution to the
global labour shortages
and as per RBI provision-
al estimates, the country
has a 643 million strong
workforce. — PTI

LISTS GREATER
f USE OF TECHNOLOGY
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@ Various tasks include monetary ™
policy, foreign exchange reserves

management, currency control, payment systems. So |
will continue to uphold the legacy and take it forward.

— SANJAY MALHOTRA, RBI governor.

technology to reduce
costs, make financial
inclusion all-pervasive is
a key theme we will work
on,” Malhotra said.

He cautioned about risks
that come with technologi-
cal advancements and
stressed the need for safe-
guards while supporting
innovation.

Malhotra, acknowledg-
ing the weight of the posi-
tion in steering the
nation’s monetary policy

and financial stability,
described his new role as a
huge responsibility.

“You have various tasks
entrusted to the central
bank, including monetary
policy, foreign exchange
reserves management,
currency control, pay-
ment systems. I will con-
tinue to uphold the legacy
and take it forward,” said
Malhotra, who succeeded
Shaktikanta Das.

Malhotra begins his

— Photo by:
Debasish Dey

tenure at a time when the
economy has recorded its
lowest GDP growth in
seven quarters, as GDP
grew by 5.4 per cent dur-
ing the July-September
quarter of FY25 and retail
inflation surged to 6.21 per
cent in October, surpass-
ing the RBI’s target range
for the first time in a year.

The new governor did
not take any questions
during his maiden press
conference.

ADB projects India economy may
grow at 6.5% In FY25, 7% in FY26

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, DEC. 11

The Asian Development
Bank has lowered India’s
GDP growth projections
for FY25 to 6.5 per cent
from 7 per cent estimated
in September as well as
the projection for FY26 to
7 per cent from 7.2 per
cent predicted earlier
owing to tighter pruden-
tial norms and lower than
expected industrial
growth in Q2. Inflation
estimates for the current
fiscal has been retained at
4.7 per cent while that of
next year has been low-
ered to 4.3 per cent.

India’s growth in Q2
slowed more than expect-
ed, due to weak industrial
output as tighter pruden-
tial norms by the central
bank curtailed growth in
unsecured personal loans,
along with muted public
capital spending and ele-
vated food prices, ADB
said in its December fore-
cast.

“The lowering of the
forecastreflects a deceler-
ation of growth in Q2
FY25. This is on account
of lower-than-expected
industrial growth at 3.6
per cent year on year,
while growth in the agri-
culture and services sec-
tors has remained strong

o

BIG POTENTIAL

® Industrial demand

is affected by tighter
norms from RBI for
unsecured personal
loans and continued
elevated food prices.

@ India’s growth will
remain robust, with
the economy support-
ed by higher agricul-
tural output resulting
from the summer or
kharif crop season.

at 3.5 per cent and 7.1 per
cent, respectively.
Industrial demand, on the
other hand, is affected by
tighter prudential norms
from the central bank for
unsecured personal loans
and continued elevated
food prices,” it said.
Government capital
expenditure also contin-

ues to lag behind the budg-
et target.

However, India’s growth
will remain robust, with
the economy supported by
higher agricultural out-
put resulting from the
summer or kharif crop
season, continued
resilience of the services
sector and lower-than-
expected Brent crude
prices in FY25 and FY26.

Strong labour market
indicators such as PMI for
industry and services,
urban labour force partic-
ipation and Reserve Bank
of India’s industrial out-
look suggest that econom-
ic momentum will recover
in the coming quarters.

The forecast for FY26 too
has been reduced slightly
owing to lower-than-
expected growth in pri-
vate investment and hous-
ing demand, due to tight
monetary policy aimed at
combating inflation.

Downside risks remain
from geopolitical threats
to supply chains and
adverse weather condi-
tions.

The growth forecasts for
South Asia too have been
revised downward by the
agency to 5.9 per cent for
the current year and 6.3
per cent for next year due
to the subdued growth in
India.

Unabated inflation, unsustainable
debt top challenges, says Nirmala

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, DEC. 11

Unabated inflation, unsus-
tainable debt, disruption
of supply chains, and lack
of food security are top
challenges where the
industry and the govern-
ment need to work togeth-
er, said finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday .

Industry will have to
realign its policies keep-
ing in mind political and
strategic decisions of the
country and attempts
should be made to restore
global calm and normalcy,
she said.

Sitharaman said that the
inflation globally is a big
challenge, it is contagious
and the primary cause of
inflation is disruptions.
“The global priority for
this decade should be to
restore normalcy. They
are the main cause for dis-
ruptions in supply chain,

OPEC LOWERS OIL
DEMAND FORECASTS
FOR2024,205

London, Dec. 11: OPEC
lowered its forecasts for
2024 and 2025 global oil
demand growth on
Wednesday in the fifth
consecutive cut to the pro-
ducers group's monthly
report.

The weaker outlook
highlights the challenge
facing OPEC+, which com-
prises the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting
Countries and allies such
as Russia.

OPEC+ earlier this
month delayed its plan to
start raising output until
April 2025 against a back-
drop of falling prices.

OPEC said it now
expects 2024 global oil
demand to rise by 1.61 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd),
down from its forecast of
1.82 million bpd last
month. — Reuters

SEBI to

refall partic

New Delhi, Dec. 11:
Market regulator Sebi will
conduct a pan India sur-
vey on how to bring more
people into the capital
market, create risk aware-
ness and bridge the gaps
in the ecosystem, a Sebi
official said on
Wednesday.

Sebi whole time member
Ananth Narayan G said
that volatility in the
Indian markets is low and
$14 billion FPI outflow in
October-November was
matched by an equivalent
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inflation and other global
challenges,” she said at
the ‘CII global economic
policy forum 2024’ here.

“We have to inbuilt in
our decision-making not
only economic sense but
also political sense. No
political risks should
threaten the well -being of
people. The economy has
to ‘clawback’ more to
regain its strength after
the Covid pandemic,” she
said.

“The supply chains
should be widespread lest
geopolitical risks disrupt
them. Economic and com-
mercial considerations
will have to blend with the
economy,” she said.

Digital public infrastruc-
ture and open network for
digital commerce (ONDC)
and tech stack for agricul-
ture have democratised
access. “Farmers are now
able to access the global
markets due to tech.”

GMR may consider 2nd
runway, terminal at Hyd

Hyderabad, Dec. 11: GMR
Group which manages the
Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport
here may consider adding
another terminal and sec-
ond runway once the pas-
senger traffic hits 45 mil-
lion annually, a senior
official of the airport
infra major said on
Wednesday.

SGK Kishore, executive
director and chief innova-
tion officer of GMR
Airports, at a press con-
ference exuded confidence
that the passenger traffic
would hit 45 million
(annually) by 2030 from
the existing 30 million and
said the ultimate capacity
of the airport would be
100 million passengers.

“We are expecting 45
million (per annum) by
2030. It is only an estimate
and anything can happen.
Based on the projections
and based on what we
have seen, we have to be
proactive. We have started

amount of inflow by the
domestic investors, like
mutual funds.

He, however, cautioned
that there is no room for

complacency.
“While we celebrate the
growth  of domestic

investors, it does not
mean we do not need for-
eign investments. We need
foreign investment. We
have to ensure that we
remain an attractive desti-
nation to draw in invest-
ment across the globe so
that we can fund future

Apple integrates ChatGPT with iPhone in latest update

Dec. 11: Apple on
Wednesday started inte-
grating OpenAl’s Chat-
GPT into its devices, deliv-
ering on a long-awaited
feature that investors
hope will help drive sales
of its latest iPhones.

The rollout is part of a
wider deployment of arti-
ficial intelligence-pow-
ered tools in the latest

updates to the operating
systems for iPhones, iPads
and Mac computers.

The ChatGPT integra-
tion, announced in June
as part of the Apple
Intelligence unveil, will
allow the company's Siri
voice assistant tap the
chatbot's expertise includ-
ing on user queries about
photos and documents

@ INTEGRATION WILL
allow the company's
Siri voice assistant tap
the chatbot's expertise
including on user
queries about photos.

such as presentations.
Users can also ask

ChatGPT to create written

content in any app that

supports the new Writing
Tools feature. They can
use the chatbot's image
generation capabilities to
add images.

The move comes during
the peak holiday shopping
season, the company's
most lucrative sales peri-
od of the year.

The slow rollout of
Apple Intelligence fea-

tures so far has raised
some investor worries
about the strength of the
iPhone 16 sales cycle.

The AI features will be
available on the latest
iPhone series, as well as
the Pro and Pro Max ver-
sions of the iPhone 15
line-up. Users of iPad with
M1 chips can also access
the tools. — Reuters

 NEW | UPGRADES | Gompany has increasingly marketed watch and phone as lifesaving devices

Apple’s next smartwatch to send texts via satellite

California, Dec. 11: Apple
Inc. plans to bring satellite
connections to its smart-
watch in 2025 and is ramp-
ing up work on a blood-
pressure feature, seeking
to entice hikers and
health-conscience  con-
sumers into upgrading
their devices.

The satellite capability
is slated to come to next
year's Apple Watch Ultra,
the company's top-of-the-
line model, according to
people familiar with the
matter. The technology
will let smartwatch users
send off-the-grid text mes-

4’*

sages via Globalstar Inc.'s
fleet of satellites when
they don't have a cellular
or Wi-Fi connection.

The other feature, which
would monitor whether
Apple Watch users have
high blood pressure, may
arrive as soon as 2025 as
well, said the people, who
asked not to be identified
because the work is confi-
dential. But it's been
delayed before, with Apple
previously aiming to
release the tool last year.

The technology would
extend one of Apple's
biggest efforts under chief

officer Tim

executive
Cook bolstering the health
and safety features of its
products. The company
has increasingly marketed
its watch and phone as

lifesaving devices, and the
latest capabilities would
strengthen its case.

A representative for
Cupertino, California-
based Apple declined to
comment.

The company first
launched a satellite com-
munication feature with
the iPhone 14 in 2022. It let
users stay in contact with
emergency services while
off the grid.

The capability was
expanded last year to
allow for contact with
roadside assistance

providers.

Apple then upgraded the
feature again this year to
let people use it to text
anyone via iMessage.

But that meant hikers
and other outdoor enthu-
siasts still had to carry
their iPhone to use the
technology. Now they'll
only need their watch.

The Apple Watch Ultra
would be the first main-
stream smartwatch with
satellite abilities. Apple
and Globalstar have
expanded their partner-
ship over the past few
years. In November, the
iPhone maker invested

+

about $1.5 billion in
GlobalStar to beef up the
infrastructure. Apple took
a 20% stake in the compa-
ny as part of the deal.

The satellite function
would give users a reason
to spring for the Ultra
model, which costs $799,
rather than a lower-end
version. The company
sells the budget-minded
Apple Watch SE for $249,
and the Series 10 starts at
$399.

The Apple Watch also is
getting an under-the-hood
change in at least some
models. — Bloomberg

the planning (for the
capacity expansion),” he
said.

The GMR Hyderabad
International Airport Ltf
(GHIAL) has already cre-
ated the necessary infra-
structure in a phased
manner to handle 34 mil-
lion passengers. The aero-
drome was built in 2008
with a capacity of 12 mil-
lion. Currently, the air-
port has one integrated
terminal.

“We have to focus on
making air travel more
accessible, affordable, and
convenient to people. And
this new AI facility at
Hyderabad aligns with the
vision for improved ease
of travel. The goal is to
further create a seamless
and people-friendly air
travel experience,” said
union civil aviation min-
ister K Rammohan Naidu.

He was present at the
launch event of an artifi-
cial intelligence platfrom.

— PTI

aunch survey to up
pation in markets

growth” Narayan said at
an industry event.

He also said that this
inflow from retail and
fresh investors should not
be taken for granted.

“We have to nurture the
golden goose. We are wor-
ried about young people,
many of them have not
seen investment cycle or
capital market downside
(investing in market),”
Narayan further said
while wondering that if
there is adequate risk
awareness. — PTI

BUSINESS USERS T0
PAY FOR Al TOOLS,
SAYS OPENAI CFO

California, Dec. 11:
OpenAl chief financial
officer Sarah Friar said
it’s reasonable to eventu-
ally charge business
users thousands of dol-
lars a month for its artifi-
cial intelligence software
to better reflect the value
the technology provides
to companies.

“I want the door open to
everything,” Friar said in
an interview, when asked
about a recent report that
the company has dis-
cussed a $2,000 monthly
subscription for its AI
products.

“If it’s helping me move
about the world with liter-
ally a Ph.D.-level assistant
for anything that I'm
doing, there are certainly
cases where that would
make all the sense in the

world.”
The ChatGPT maker
currently offers con-

sumers a $20-per-month
subscription tier as well
as a newly launched $200
monthly option for access
to its new models. OpenAl
also charges businesses a
flat rate per seat, meaning
per user at the organiza-
tion. — Bloomberg
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Bumrah remains
No.1 Test howler

Dubai: Charismatic England
batter Joe Root’s reign at the
top of the ICC Test batting
rankings ended on Wednesday
with compatriot Harry Brook
taking the No.1 spot, while India
pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah
and spinner Ravindra Jadeja
held on to their top positions in
the bowlers’ and all-rounders’
charts respectively in the
longest format.Brook, 25, over-
took Root following his eighth
Test century against New
Zealand in Wellington last
week, with the right-handed
player now enjoying a slender
one-point advantage over his
more experienced teammate at
the top of the latest ICC rank-
ings.

Brook has a total of 898 rating
points, one more than Root,
and joins Indian legend Sachin
Tendulkar with the equal 34th
highest rating of all time for
Test batters.

Root had held on to the top
spot since July this year when
he displaced former New
Zealand skipper Kane
Williamson from the No.1 posi-
tion. — PTI/

India suffer series
whitewash vs 0z

Perth: India failed to avoid a O-
3 whitewash against Australia
after losing the third women’s

ODI by 83 runs here on
Wednesday. Chasing a daunting
299, Smriti Mandhana was the
lone warrior for India as the
tourists folded for 215 in 45.1
overs.

Opening the innings, Mandhana

scored 105 off 109 deliveries to

anchor the run chase but didn’t
get support from other Indian
batters.

Star spinner Ashleigh Gardner
starred with a five-wicket haul.

Earlier, Australian middle-order

batter Annabel Sutherland (110)
struck a fine century as the
hosts posted 298/6 against

India. Ashleigh Gardner (50)
and skipper Tahlia McGrath (56
not out) were the other
Australian batters who made
vital contributions.

India’s Arundhati Reddy
grabbed four wickets, conced-
ing just 26 runs in her 10 overs.

Brief Scores: Australia (Annabel

Sutherland 110, Ashleigh
Gardner 50, Tahlia McGrath 56
not out, Arundhati Reddy 4/26)
beat India 215 in 45.1 overs

(Smriti Mandhana 105, Harleen

Deol 39, Ashleigh Gardner
5/30).

Kallis wants more
Indians in SA20

New Delhi: Legendary South
African all-rounder Jacques
Kallis hopes Dinesh Karthik’s
imminent debut in the SA20
would lead to more retired
Indian players joining the
league. Karthik, set to play for
the Paarl Royals in the 2025
SA20, will become the first
Indian cricketer to feature in
the league. He became eligible
to play in the tournament after
announcing his retirement from
Indian cricket earlier this year.
Karthik joined the Royals as a
replacement for Jos Buttler,
who opted out of the season.
“It’s wonderful to have quality
players especially from India.
Hopefully it’s the start of many
Indians coming,” SA20
Ambassador said in a virtual
interaction.

Under the current BCCI policy,
Indian players are only permit-
ted to participate in overseas
leagues after retiring from all
formats of the game, including
the IPL.

“It would be nice to have them
yes definitely, but the obvious
reasons are the BCCI will have
to look after their own players
so there has to be a fine bal-
ance,” the 49-year-old said.

Tan back with
Satwik & Chirag

New Delhi: Malaysian doubles
specialist Tan Kim Her has
reunited with star pair
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty, starting his sec-
ond stint at the Indian bad-
minton landscape.

The 53-year-old has been roped
in by the Badminton
Association of India (BAI) for a
four-year term till the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics.

“l am very happy to be back in
India and get a chance to work
with Satwik-Chirag and also the
young and talented group of
doubles players who have the
potential to follow on the path
of Satwik-Chirag,” Tan said.
Tan, who arrived in Hyderabad
on Sunday, was India’s doubles
coach from 2015 to 2019 and
was instrumental in bringing
Satwik and Chirag together
before the 2016 Olympics.

He will take over the reins from
Denmark’s Mathias Boe, who
guided Satwik and Chirag to
many highs, including attaining
the world number 1 status.

— PTI

FEVER PITCH!

Traditional pace and bounce expected at Gabba for third Test

Brisbane, Dec. 11: The
pitch for the third Test
between India and
Australia at the Gabba is
expected to have tradi-
tional pace and bounce
considering the game is
scheduled in the early
part of the summer and
not post Christmas.

India’s famous win at
the Gabba on their pre-
vious tour came when
the game was scheduled
in the second half of the
series. A Rishabh Pant
special ensured India a
back-to-back series win
Down  Under with
Australia left licking
their wounds. It was the
hosts’ first loss at the
venue since 1988. Since
then Australia have lost
to the West Indies at the
‘fortress’ and no wonder
the players prefer to play
at the Gabba at the start
of the summer and not
at end of it.

“Different times of
year definitely makes it
different, it can be a
slightly different pitch,”
Gabba curator David
Sandurski was quoted as
saying y
cricket.com.au ahead of
the third Test beginning
Saturday.

“Pitches later in the
season might have a bit
more wear and tear
while ones early in the
season usually are a bit
fresher and might have a
bit more in them.

“Generally speaking,
we still prepare the pitch
the exact same way
every time to try and get
the same good carry,
pace and bounce that the
Gabba is known for. We
are just trying to make a
traditional Gabba wick-
et like we do each year,”
he said.

The five-match series
is locked at 1-1 following
Australia’s comprehen-
sive win in the pink ball
Test at Adelaide. As
many as 15 wickets fell
on the opening day of a
domestic pink ball game
and the curator said the
surface would be similar
to that. “The aim is to be
similar to that wicket
where there was a good
balance between bat and
ball. Hopefully there is a
bit in it for everyone,”
Sandurski added.

INDIAN TEAMS LANDS
IN BRISBANE

The BCCI on Wednesday
posted a video of the
India players’ arrival in
Brisbane from Adelaide.
Meawnhile, former
Australia opener
Matthew Hayden has
advised the Indian
bowlers to target the
“fourth, fifth stump
line” and make use of
the bounce offered by
the Gabba surface.
Hayden shared his views
on how to dismiss the
Australian batters at
Gabba. “India, when
they do get a chance to
bowl, they need to rely
on hovering in that
fourth, fifth stump line a
bit more. And most
importantly, they need
to use their bounce,”
Hayden said. — PTI

e

Rohit & Co. will look to bounce back in the third Test against Australia, beginning at
Gabba in Brishbane from Saturday. The five-match series is locked at 1-1.

— AP

Entire Australian top-order
is under pressure: Warner

Brisbane, Dec. 11: It’s not
just Usman Khawaja but
the entire Australian top-
order that is feeling the
“pressure” despite the
series-levelling win in
Adelaide, reckons former
opener David Warner.

While the under-fire
Marnus Labuschagne
found form with a res-
olute fifty, batting main-
stay Steve Smith and
rookie opener Nathan
McSweeney continue to
search for runs in the
ongoing Border-Gavaskar
Trophy.

“I think the pressure is
on all the top order, not
just ‘Uzzie’,” the former
Australian  left-hander
was quoted saying by Fox
Cricket.

Travis Head smashed a
memorable hundred at
home as Australia bounce
back to level the five
match series after a crush-
ing loss in Perth.

“Travis came out and
counterpunched and
scored a brilliant hun-
dred, and we know he’s
capable of doing it. But
it’s everyone else around
supporting that,” said
Warner.

“It’s not just one player

in particular, it’s the top
six scoring bulk runs and
making sure you're giving
rest to the fast bowlers. It
was a fast-paced Test in
the first game, but this
last one was Mitchell
Starc at his best as usual
with the pink ball.

“Come Brisbane, we
need to see some big runs
from the top order,” he
said about the third Test

beginning here on
Saturday.
McSweeney had a forget-

table debut in Perth being
trapped LBW by Jasprit
Bumrah in both his
innings for 10 and 0, while
in Adelaide he managed
49 runs.

Khawaja has 34 runs in
the first two Tests and in
his last 16 innings he has
reached fifty only once.

Former skipper Smith is
also in the middle of a
woeful run, having scored
19 in his three innings of
the series.

— PTI

McSWEENEY
READY FOR
BUMRAH IN
THIRD TEST

Brisbane, Dec. 11: Ace
pacer Jasprit Bumrah
has dismissed Nathan
McSweeney three times
across four innings, but
the Australian opener is
hoping to “throw a few
more punches” at his
Indian nemesis in the
third Test, beginning
here on Saturday.

The 25-year-old had a
disappointing start to
his international career
after being ousted by
Bumrah for 10 and 0 in
the first Test at Perth.

McSweeney, however,
made 39 and 10 not out in
Adelaide as the hosts
made a comeback into
the  Border-Gavaskar
Trophy with a series-lev-
elling 10-wicket win in
the pink-ball Test.

“To get a bowler like
Jasprit early in my
career, it’s not going to
get much tougher than
that and I take some con-
fidence from getting
through a spell in
Adelaide. The more 1
face, the more comfort-
able T'll get against
him,” McSweeney was
quoted as saying by
cricket.com.au.

Bumrah had taken
eight wickets in the
Perth  Test, before
adding four more in
Adelaide to emerge as
the best Indian bowler
on tour so far.

McSweeney, who was
handed a debut after the
opening spot was left
vacant by the retirement
of David Warner,
described Bumrah as a
“unique” bowler.

“Facing him for the
first time — he’s quite a
unique bowler. He’s obvi-
ously world-class and a
bit different to most
bowlers I've faced. It’s
about adapting to his
angle and where he
delivers on the crease,”
said McSweeney, who
was one of the
Australian batters to
train at the National
Cricket Centre on
Wednesday. — PTT

® McSweeney had a
disappointing start to
his international
career after being
ousted by Bumrah for
10 and 0 in the first
Test at Perth.

® The 25-year-old,
however, made 39
and 10 not out in
Adelaide as the hosts
made a comeback
into the five-match
Border-Gavaskar
Trophy with a series-
levelling 10-wicket
victory in the pink-
ball Test.

Salah keeps Reds flying, Real down Atalanta

Paris, Dec. 11: Mohamed
Salah helped maintain
Liverpool’s perfect record
in the Champions League
on Tuesday while holders
Real Madrid bounced back
from their defeat at
Anfield to topple in-form
Italians Atalanta.

Elsewhere, struggling
Paris Saint-Germain
gained a vital win at
Salzburg, while Bayer
Leverkusen edged Inter
Milan to move second.

Aston Villa, in their first
appearance in the conti-
nent’s elite club competi-
tion for 41 years, main-
tained their bright
progress beating Leipzig 3-
2 to sit third.

The first eight teams
qualify directly for the last
16 with those placed ninth
to 24 entering a play-off
round.

In Spain, Salah’s 63rd-
minute penalty proved
decisive against dogged
debutants  Girona to
extend the Premier
League leaders’ record to
six from six in the
revamped format of
Europe’s flagship club
competition.

Under new coach Arne

4’7

Liverpool's Mohamed Salah shoots to score against Girona during the Champions

League match at the Estadi Montilivi in Girona, Spain, on Tuesday.

Slot Liverpool are virtual-
ly assured a place in the
last 16. “If you ask me
about all six games, I'm
really pleased with all the
results... (but) I'm far from
pleased about the perform-
ance tonight,” Slot said.
“(We had) hardly any
control at all over the

game, maybe the second
half was a bit better but
then I’'m trying to be posi-
tive.”

SETTLE NERVES

Real coach Carlo Ancelotti
started Vinicius Junior for
the first time since a ham-
string problem last month.

— AP

The Brazilian had Real
back on top before the
hour, with Jude
Bellingham also on the
scoresheet for a 3-2 win
over the Serie a leaders.
The hard-fought victory
moved Real up to 18th on
nine points and will have
helped to settle any nerves

THE RESULTS

Girona (o]
Liverpool 1
(Salah 63-pen)

RB Leipzig 2
(Openda 27, Baumgartner
62)

Aston Villa 3
(McGinn 3, Duran 52,
Barkley 85)

Shakhtar Donetsk 1
(Kevin 5)

Bayern Munich 5

(Laimer 11, Mueller 45, Olise
70-pen, 90+3, Musiala 87)

Atalanta 2
(De Ketelaere 45-pen,
Lookman 65)

Real Madrid 3
(Mbappe 10, Vinicius Junior
56, Bellingham 59)

RB Salzburg (o]
Paris Saint-Germain 3
(Goncalo Ramos 30, Nuno
Mendes 72, Doue 85)

Bayer Leverkusen 1
(Mukiele 90)
Inter Milan 0

at the 15-time European
champions ahead of
games against Salzburg
and Brest in January.

— AFP
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Gukesh, Liren
deadlock stays

Singapore, Dec. 11: Indian
Grandmaster D. Gukesh
tried his best but could
not break past a resilient
defending champion Ding
Liren of China and had to
settle for a draw after 68
moves in the 13th and
penultimate game of the

World Chess champi-
onship here on
Wednesday. With the

scores tied at 6.5-6.5 and
only one game of classi-
cal chess to go, it is only
likely that the match will
be extended to the tie-
break stage where games
of shorter duration will
decide the winner.

As was expected and
predicted, the 18-year-old
Gukesh went for the King
pawn on his opening
move and yet again faced
Liren’s first-choice open-
ing in French defense.

The Chinese yet again
spent a lot of time in the
opening phase of the
game when Gukesh came
out with a novel idea
early, but it was clear
right from the beginning
that there was little for
the white.

The middle game saw
the exchange of a couple
of minor pieces that gave
Gukesh’s white only a

small advantage optically.
And as the game pro-
gressed, it was clear that
the exchange of pawns on
the queen side will only
lead to an equal endgame.

Gukesh, knowing fully
well that this could be his
last chance with the
favourable colour, left no
stone unturned as he kept
looking for more but
Liren kept his cool and
traded pieces when neces-
sary to reach a queen-
plus-rook endgame that
was just level.

The players neverthe-
less fought on for a long
time. The pieces changed
hands and eventually it
was a queen and rook
plus pawns on the board.

Much as he tried,
Gukesh did everything in
the book to keep pushing
for more even in the theo-
retical drawn endgame
but Liren was up to the
task. The game was even-
tually drawn to a two ver-
sus three rook-and-pawns
endgame, and Gukesh
played on till there was no
life left in the position.

Liren held fort till the
very end and will go into
the last game of the
match as favourite.

— PTI

PGB FAGES LOSSES IF IT
PULLS OUT OF CHAMPS

Karachi, Dec. 11: The Pakistan Cricket Board could
face revenue losses, lawsuits and also risk interna-
tional alienation if it decides to withdraw from the
ICC Champions Trophy over a deadlock on the
mode of organising the 50-over event scheduled in
February-March next year. A senior cricket admin-
istrator here, who is well-versed with the organisa-
tion of ICC events, said on Wednesday that it would
not be an easy decision for the PCB to pull out if the
hybrid model is not accepted in entirety by the ICC

and the BCCI.

“Pakistan has not only signed a host agreement
with the ICC but like all other participating nations

in the event,

it has also signed a mandatory

Members’ Participation Agreement (MPA) with the
ICC,” the administrator explained.

“It is only after a member nation signs the MPA for
playing in an ICC event that it is eligible to get a
share of revenues earned from ICC events.

“Most importantly when the ICC signed a broad-
cast deal for all its events, it has given a guarantee
that all ICC members are available to play in their
events including the Champions Trophy,” he said.

—PTI

|
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Baroda’s Krunal Pandya (right) and Hardik Pandya cel-
ebrate a Bengal wicket during their quarterfinal match
of the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy in Bengaluru on

Wednesday.

—PTI

SHAMI UNDERWHELMING
AS BARODA BEAT BENGAL

Bengaluru, Dec. 11: Pacer
Mohammed Shami rarely
operated at his best and it
had a cascading effect on
Bengal as they went down
by 41 runs against Baroda
in the quarterfinals of the
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
here on Wednesday.

Opener Shashwat Rawat
top-scored with a 26-ball
40 (1x4, 3x6) as Baroda
posted a competitive 172
for seven, and Bengal
ended up with 131 all out
despite Shahbaz Ahmed
(55, 36b, 3x4, 4x6) playing
a fine cameo.

Skipper Hardik Pandya
(3/27) along with his pace
colleagues Lukeman
Merriwala (3/17) and Atit
Sheth (3/41) were the lead
bowlers in Baroda’s stroll
into the semifinals.

Shami’s outing was
more in focus as the sea-

soned quick has been
striving hard to join the
Indian squad in Australia
at least for the last two
Tests of the ongoing
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

His overall numbers
ahead of this match was
11 wickets from eight
matches at an economy
rate of 7.8, but on this day
Shami looked anything
but sharp. He started with
two wides in the first over
and hardly looked in con-
trol of the proceedings for
the rest of spell. — PTT
Brief Scores: Baroda 171/7 in 20
overs (Shashwat Rawat 40,
Abhimanyu Rajput 37, Shivalik
Sharma 24, Mohammed Shami
2/43, Pradipta Pramanik 2/6)
bt Bengal 131 in 18 overs
(Shahbaz Ahmed 55, Ritwik
Roy Chowdhury 29, Lukeman
Merriwala 3/17, Hardik Pandya
3/27, Atit Sheth 3/41).



