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The Voice of a Changing Region

SYHIAN TRANSITION

H'TS leader vows to pursue
former officials for torture

[srael carries out heavy airstrikes across Svria and destroys the country’s naval assets
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Syria’s militant leader

has vowed Lo pursue
former senlor government
officlals responsible for
torture and war crimes,

a day alter he began Lalks
on Lhe transfer ol power
following President
Bashar Assad's ouster.

“We will not hesitate (o hold
atcountabde the  criminals,
murderers, secunty amd army
officers involved in torturing the
Syrian people” Aba Mohammeed
Al-Galani, wslng his real
mivime Ahmesd Al-Sharaa, said in a
statement on Telegram.

“We will offer rewands to
anyone  who provides mlor-
maftion aboul scnior armmy and
socurty officers involved in
war erimes,” he said, adding the
incoming authoritkes would seek
the return of officikals who have
fied abroacd.

The UN special envoy for SyTia
Gelr Pedersen =aid the armmed
eroiaps mast  transform  thedr
“podd] messages” 1o Syrans o
actions on the grownd

“The realities so Far 1= that the
HTS and also the other armaed
groups have been sending good
messages o the Syrian people,”
Pedersen said in Geneva.

“They have sending
messapes of unily, of mchusive-
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ness,” he said, adding that “we
have also scen reAssSUring
things on the ground.™

Meanwhiabe, Isracl carmied oot
a wave of heavy airstrikes across
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- DARFUR ATTACK

A Sudanese military wirstrike on
A market in North Darfur killed
meore than 00 people, a pro
democracy lywyers group said. PT

— JAIPUR SUMMIT
Saudi Arabla aims to strengthen

econormie tHes with Incia, as
highilaghted by 1ts participation in
the Rising Rajpsthan Investment
Summit in Jaipaur. P8

INDUSTRIES GAIN

Sawdi Arabda’s thcustial
progiuction mdex rose by 5% in
October, drven by robust growth
s Key economc sectors, P12

Fyrians pose with the opposition
fing at a street in the coastal city

of Latakla on Tuesday. AFF
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T he realities so faris that

the HTS and also the other
armed groups have been
siending goodd messazes

0 the Syrian people.

Qi Padarasn
LIk S A TR SO F‘I"'II

SV troops  advanced
deeper inlo the country, a Syrian
opposilion wiar moenitor said on
Tuesday, and the Isracli defense
minister anmounced that his
forces had destroved Syria’s navy.

1siaéd :|.|_'|-:_r|-||l.1.'ll'||;;:_'-:! pu=hing
into a buffer zone inside Syna
following the overthrow of
Asgacl, But it remained unclear
if its soldiers had gone beyond

that area. which was established
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maore than 50 vears ago. Israel
deeniied that it was advancing on
the Syrian capital of Damascus,
Isracli officials have said they
are striking military targets,
including heavy  weapons,
sipspecied chemical weapons
siles and air defense systems,
to prevent them from falling
into the hands of extremists
Photographs circulating online
showed destroyed missilc

ELEGANCE
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baunchers, helicopters and
witrplanies,  Associated Press
reparters in the capital heard
heavy airstrikes overnight and
into Twesday morning,.

1sraell Defense Minister Israel
Kalz said TIsrael
establish a demulitanized zone in
southern Syria.
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Saudi Arabia Iﬂlll]ChEH first cruise ship in Jeddah

World-class 19-deck vessel can carry up to 3,362 passengers in its 1,678 cabins and suites

Arab Mews Ry ad-

Crese  Saudi, dedlicated o
advancing the Hingdom's cruise
mdusity, has introdwced its st
ship, AROYA, at Jedclah Islamic Port

The ships launch marks a
stenihcant step toward baldstering
maritime  founsm across  the
Ringdom, the Saudi Press Agency
reporied.

The vessel, which features 149
decks and 1678 cabins and suites,
can accommodate up to 362
PASSUTEECTS,

It offers a

chiverse  culinary

AROYA Is equipped with variows entertainment facilities. =F4

cxperience with 12 restaurants
and 17 cafes, serving dishes from
flve continents while highlightine
Sadi flavors.

According to the SPA AROYA
s equipped with variows enter-
tainment  facilities, including
A shopping area, a LOI8-seal
theater, a children's zone, and
pPrayer arcas.

It also features desienated
womens hours In health ancd
epleriamimnent  venoes, exien-
sive sports amenitics such as a
walking track, and football and
basketball courts

BOLLYWOOD

SHORES OF
THE RED SEA

SiNcE 1

DESTRUCTION

25 killed
innew
strikeson
northern
GazaStrip

AFPF Gara Strp

Caza’s civil defense agency said
o Tuesday that [sraell strikes
in the north ol the Palestindan
termitory had Killed 25 people,
including women and children.

“At B pm. {1200 GMT) lasi
night, [sraeli sirikes targeted a
multi-story building belonging
i the Al-Eahlut family, killing 25
people, Sixteen bodies have been
slentifed, whille others remain
trapped under the mbble”
sand civil defense spokesman
Mahmud Bassal, adding five
women and five chibdren were
among the dead,

The Isracli army  did ne
comment on the strike,

Bassal saicd: “ Resdebenis, witlyoud

actequate support, are atlempling

WAWCRGROUND

In Novarmber, Pope Francks
suggested the global
EI:II'I'I'HIJI'Iit:ll' should 'l'|'.l.ll:|:|l'
whether Israel’s campaign in
Gara constitutes a genocide
of the Palastinian people.

i resecaie Thiose stll huried.”

The north of the Gaza Strip
has been the focus of an intense
Israchi military operation for
more than two months.

The war In Gaza was sparked
by [Hamas's OCL. 7, TNEL atiack on
Israel.

Isracl’s retaliatory offensive in
(raza has killed at least #4758
penple, mostly civilians

In November, Pope Francis
sitrpested the global community
should study whether Israels

Campalgm 0 Gl consiiinles

a genocide of the Palestinan
poopie.
He will meet Palestinian

Président Mahmood Abbaz on
Thursday, the Vatlcan sakd
The Catholic pontff  has

become more vocal inm his
criticism  of Israel’s military
Cimpaizn in Gaga,

#Related reports Popes 450
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During UK Prime Minister helr
Starmer's visil o the Ringdom, we reviewed
hilateral investment relations and affirmed
the Saudi private sector’s desire to develop
partnerships with the British side.

B rrems Friderd srint el m
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Dhahran
lthra camp

[thra Center is inviting voungsters
toa one-day camp to learn o ap-
prociate nature, CnseTve Fesources
and reduce waste through immer-
sive cualiurad and artistic activities

Register through the Tthra app.

AU e
Starstruch

[scover the splendor of the
Nahataean civillzation im a
| t-dimensional history-
inspired experience under the
slars, which tells the anigue
story of AllUTa and its legacy,
Vigit experiencealulacom for
more detalls about the event,

which will man tntil Fels, 28,

J-::Iah
The ® Circus

The @ Cirews [eatures Hussian
acrobuts performing a host of
impressive feats, including with
acrial hoops, The circus will run
until Jan. 13 To book, visit jed
dah.platinumlist. net.

AlUa
Giant swing

This experience in AlULa offers
thrill-seekers the chance o swing
85 melers above the groamd in

a 70-meter arc, Visit experien-
cealubs.com for booking.
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THE FICTURES THAT

glster

MARK THE DAY

audi Arabia’s Deputy Foreign
Ainister Waleed Elkhereiji
received the 1S Ambassador io

the Kingdom Michae] Ratney in

Rivach on Tuesday,
During the mecting, they dis-

cussed bilateral relations and ways
to enhance them in varous areas of
cooperation, as well as prominent

developments in regional and inter-

national arenas, the Foreign Ministry

witie on X.

Elkhereiji recently also met
with Sudan’s Ambassador to the

Ringdom Dafallah Al-Hajj A, and
discussed the current developments
in Sudan and the efforts addressed in

Lthesir regard.

®®

#JOIN THE SQUAD

Citizens, residents and visitors in Riyadh explain to Arab News why
Saudi Arabia is the best country to host the FIFA World Cup 2034.

(saudi Arabia) has a very
beautiful culture; it would

be great if people got to experience
it. It's a very organized country; it's
growing a lot. Obviously, going more
toward football, it has very nice

stadiums; in all areas, the pitches
are always in the best shape ..

| have no doubt that it will be
a very pleasant experience

for everyone.
RENZO LOPEZ

&

FAYHA FC PLAYER

BACKING THE BID

Scan the QR sode with your

smartphone to watch all the
videos of cltizens, resldents

and visitors wolocing their
ﬁhl. support for Saudl Arabda

’I“s

King Salman has approved the
pwarding of the Orcler of Mert
Third Class to 305 citizens for
donating blood 10 times, Saudi
Press Agency reported.

~eview

Lou

AFSHAN AZIZ

Located in Al-Khayat Center on
Al-Andalus Street In Jeddah,
Lou is guickly gaining attention
for its stripped-down approach
to burgers,

With a small menu and focus
an guality over quantity, it's a
spot that caters to burger lovers
and adventurous foodies alllke.

At tha heart of the manu are
the burgers, madea with fresh
ingredients and well-balanced
flavors. The house special
features a julcy. smashed
Canadian beaf patty topped with
rmalted cheesa crisp vagetables

aind sdgnature sauce on a soft
brioche bun. It's a stralghtforwand
yat satisfying combination that
hits all the rigrht notes.

For those seeking something
more extravagant, the truffle
burgper takes the classio up a
noteh. The addition of creanyy
Emmental cheese and a
rich truffle sawce alevates
the experance, dalivering a
luxurious, earthy flavor,

Chicken lovers are not left
out, with options like the classic
chichen burger, featuring a
crispy fried chicken braast and
meitad chesse and the spioy
chicken burger, which brings |ust
the right amount of heat,

Thes giclas are also worth
exploring. The chicken bites,
stuffed with gooey cheess and
sarvied with a tangy buffalo
sauce stand out. These can
be paired with a side of crispy
fries or even kimohi for o more
adventurous twist

For miore details visit

Edou peddah on Instagram.

1heRegion

Thve Middelbe Fast Rovneup

Arab Mews J=ddoh

® Alaya exhibition by Emir-
ates Red Crescent wall
showcase women's fashion,
jewehry, accessories, and
home furniture, Featuring
exhibitors and producers
from the UAE and worldwicde,
the event will be held from
Drec. 13-18 at the Abu Dhabd

Natlonal Exhihition Centre.

® Hertage Vilkage 10 Bahraan
invites visitors o embark oma

journey through Bahrain's archi-

tectural wonders and intricate

herftage, Uncover the enchanting

tapeestry of Bahrain's rich his-
tory, through activities that are
suitnble for all ages. Until Jan. 4.
More details on calendar.bh.

® Yisit the Qatar Balloon Festi-
val 202k at Katara Cultural Vil-
lage for a breathtaking celebra-
tiom of hot air balloons and sky
spectacles. Enjoy sunrise flighis,
stunming night glow displays,
clally entertalnment, food and

a variety of activities actoss the
festival groumnds. Buns until Dec,
21 Use visilgatar.com for more
informaton.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia
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Anan Tello _ondon

Although Syria remealns in
a precariouns state just days
after the fall of the regime
of Bashar Assad, hundreds
of displaced Syrians

have flocked to border
crossings in Lebanon and
Turkiyve, eager to return
to their homeland after
more than 13 grueling
vears of civil war.,

Al davheeak on Monday, scores aff
people gathered at the Cillvegoea
and Cmcupinar border gates in
soartherm Turkdye and the Masnaa
crosaing in Lebanom, confident
o Che Bt D im vears that they
wollkd ol Eace arrest or conscrip-
tion when they reached the
othier side.

O Surnday, in a historke momsent
for the Middle East, a coalition
of armed opposition groups fed
by Hav'at Tahrir Al-Sham seized
Dimascis. Now i refugee limself,
Az Ted the comntry and sougiit
asvium n Russia, marking an
ignominiows end of his family’s
Fh-vear iron rule.

SYTlans displaced ST
the Middlke Easi., North Africa,
Europe, and further afickd by the
viedars of fighting and persecution
i Efenr fuomee cowniry powred into
the strects in celebration, jubilamnt
that the uprising that began in
2001 had finally succeeded in
clisbodping Assacl

Svria remeins e world's langest
refugee crisis. Simce the outhreak
of civil war in 200 following the
regime’s  brutal suppression of
antl-governnwent  protesis,  the
UN says more than B million
syrians have been foroed o fee
thelr homes, Whille the majority
soapcht refuge in other paris ol
svria, mcheding  arcas  oul=sde
the regimes  conirol, others
fAed to neighboring countries —
primarily Turkive and Lebanon,
bl also Jordan, Egvpl, and Tradg.
Many more risked the pernlous
Mediterranean CTOSSITEE b
Europe.

sotme 7.2 millkon Syrians remain
internally  displaced,  where
70 pereent of the population
15 deemed to reqquire humani-
farian as=islance amnl wivene D0
pereent live below the poverty
line, according to the UN refugee
apency, UNHCH.

More than 5 million Syrian
refugess live in the five nelgh-
boring countres —  Turkive,
Lebhanon, Jordan, Iraq, and Egvpd.
Turkiye alone hosts around
a2 milion resistered with the
IINHCH, while Lebanon hosts at
least B30 O

Raram Shaar, a senior fellow
al  the Enstatute  [or
sirategy and Podicy, a nonparisan
Washington think tank, believes
the Arst Syrians toreturm are likely
“the mwst vulnerable” such as
those i Lebanon and i Turklye,

who have endured poverty and
mounting hostility,

“In general, because of the
situation in Lebanon and Turkive

Mewlines
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FALLOF
ASSAD

SPECIALCONVERAGE

SYRIA

What happens to refugees now?

Jubilant after the [all of Assad, displaced Syrians are eager to return home — but fearful of further instability

Mary displaced Syrian Kurdish famillies, main, began to return to thelr homes In Afrin with Assad about to fall, which also led to long gueuss of cars, below, outside Damascus. 4FFy Geatty mapes

WHERE ARE SYRIA'S
DISPLACED?

With the fall of the Assad regime,
civlians uprooted by tha T3-year
civil waer are returning to thel
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being 0 had, 1 think these people
waolhd be the meost Hkely to come
back,” Shaar tokd Armb
“Many of them would be willing
b go back to the rubble of their
houses as bong as Assad is naot
there becanse it just can® ged any
wirse,”

In Lebanon, anti-Syrian sentl-
ment has grown  sigmitficantly
since the country was punged

s,

it a  debilitating  economic

crists in 2009, There have even
heren cases of violence against
members of the community and
thedr property.

In  Turkive, Syrians have
frequently  been  scapegoabed
by politicians. In July, Turkish
President Recep Tayvip Endogan
accused  ogrpasiiion
feclng xenophobia and mesm.
His remarks came a day after
anti-Syrian riots broke out in the
Rayseri provinee after a Syrian
relupee there was alleged to have
sexuilly assulted a V-vear-old
Syrian girl.

A simdlar wave of wviolence
erupted In an Ankara neighbor-
hood in 2021 after a Turkish
teenamer was stabbed to death
by a group of young Syrians.
Hundreds of people took 16 the
streeds, vandalizing Syman owrwed
buisinesses,

Erdogan announced on Monday
that  Turkive ofpenting it
Yaviadagi border gate with Syria
i facilitate the sale and volun-
tary retuwrn of refugecs, Reaters
reporied.

“Those with families in Syria are
cager tooat least pay them a vasit,”
Marwah Morhly, a Turkiyve-based

WAk

media  professional, wdd Arab
Merars,
“Many aiv making plans 1o

visit ther homefowns with
their chikdren, who were bom
in “Turkive and have never been
1o Syria or met thelr relatives In
prTsOn.”

However, given the onpoing
mnsecurity and political uncer-
tamty in Syria, and the [acl that

iriies ol

many Syrians have bidlt lives in
Turkmye, the decision o redum is
nob an easy one o make.

Morhly herselfl is hesitant aboud
visiting, despite longing for her
ometowm of Dhanascies, 1 can’
take a risk with a voung chikd,” she
sald, referving 1o her son. Such
a decision would depend on a
syrian-Turki=sh agreement on the
refupre issue, she added.

In Europe, home to at beast
5 million Syrian  refugees,
severnl countries —  Inchuding
Ausiria, France, The Netherdands,
Crermany, Belpum, Grecce, and
the UK — announced they had
halted Syrian asylum applications

Syrians and
Lebanese
celebrated, right,
on the strests of
Tripoedl in Lebanon
as news broke
that Damascus
had Fallen to
rabala. A5

just hoaars alter Assacd fall.

(rermany, which B home (o
the conbnents larpest  Syrian
diaspora, was one of the first
Europsean coumniries to responcl.

Mancy Fa=art, CrErTnany's
derior minkster, said in a state-
rent on Monday that the curremt
“volatile  situation™ in Svria s
the reason ber country's migmar
tion authority has paused asylom
decisions.

Ansiria has gone a step further,
ANNOURCINg ihegar
Syrian migrants. Interor Minister
Grerham] Kammer fokd Austrian
median e has “instructed the

ministry to prepare an obderdy

plans o

refum and deportation program
o Svra. In The Netherlands,
the povernmend sad it would
stop assessing  applications  for
six meonths. However, many are

concerned it may  also  begin
deportations,

Discussions aboul  sending
refugees bBack o Svria  amicd

sich uncertainty have el many
Syrians anxiouws about thear foture,
This is particularly concerning for
thise who have bailt lives and
established roots In thelr hosi

COUnLrIes,

Ant-refuges discourse has
broome  increasingly  common
since the height of the European
refuges crisks in 2005, when
around 5.2 million people from
conflict zotes across Africa, Asia,
anid the Micddle East amived on
Euiropean shore

For many governments In
Europe, the [all of the Assad
regime could offer just the oppaor-
ity they were walting for to
show they are adodressing pablic
conoerns  about  mEraton by
removing thousands of Syrians.

But until Syrias security situa-
tion stabdlizes and itz political
future under its new de facto
beadership  becomes  clearer,
forced retims may b premature
— o could even break mlerma-
tonal laws aganst refoulement
should returmees come to harm.

Indecd, extremist groups like
Daesh still at large, infrastructure
I rains, an econoemy crippded by
sanctions, and umcertainly over
the political agenda of the victor
rious HTS, Syria i by no means
graranteed peace and secunty
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News Saudi Arabia

Netheriands envoyvisils Arab News HQ

Netherands Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Hans Peter van der Woucde
visited Arab News headquarters in Rivadh on Tuesday. He met
Editor-in-Chief Faisal J. Abbas and the team. During the meeting,
bilateral relations and the current situation in Syna were discussed,

JOINT EFFORTS

Ak
phabo

Saudi Arabia
reaffirms centrality

of Palestinian cause

Minister Salman Al-Dossary urges unified Arab
media strategy, Al integration to enhance content

Arab Mews F-adh

Samdi Minister of Media
Salman Al-Dossary
has cmphasized the

importance of leveraging
Arah efforts in the

sector to support the
Palestinian canse,

Al-Dossary made the comments
while chaining the 20th session of
the Executive Office of the Arab
[nformation Ministers Council
in Abu Dhabd, the Saucdi Press
Agency reported on Tuesday.
The meecting was  attended
by heads of Arab delegations,

institutions, and unions engaged
in mvesdla-redated activiibes

Al-Dossary stressed the need
for all Arab media outlets o
hizhlizht the resolutions issoed
during the recent Extraordi-
nary Arab and Islamic Somyrmit
in Rivadh. These resolutions
reaffirmed the centrabty of the
Palestinian cause, unwavering
stipgaart for the national righits
of the besieged people, and the
pursuit of a just and comprehen:
sive sofution based on inferna-
tomal agreenwents,

“We meel today to discuss 12
itemns as part of Arab effors to
enhance joint Arab media work,

foremost among them the Pales-
finian canse.” He also emphasized
the imporance of the unified
Arab plan for media engagement
with environmental issues.

Al-Dossary  highlishted Sawdi
Arabia's hosting of the 6th
session of the Conference of the
Parties of the UN Convention to
Combat Desertifbcatbon and the
One Water Summit, stressing
the mporiance of showcasing
their outcomes in Arab media. He
underscored the importance of
leveraging artificlal intelligence
technologies in Amb media 1o
enhance confent amd analyze
audience behayior,

VISION 2030

Saudi Arabia showcases innovation
in healthcare al Rivadh exhibition

Armb Mows a0l

Saudi Arabia's Mimistry of Health
is showeasing its latest projects
in  therapeutic and pharma-
coutical healthcare at the CPHI
Middle East exhibition in Rivadh
Frosmm Dee. 10-12.

Among the key highlights
are advancements in biotech-
nology, highhghting the minis-
try's support for the national
hiotechnology strategy, which
seeks to position Sauci Arabia
as a regional and global biotech-
nodogy hub while enhancing
self-sufficiency in the sector.

The pavilion also  presents

iInvestment  opportiniies i
blotechnology, aming (o enakble
sector growlh and establish the
Kingdom as a global leader.

Key initiatives include imple-
menting  strategic  incentives
to attract mternational compa-
nies,  promoting  sustainable

HIGHLIGHT

Fahad Al-Jalajel oversaw SR10
billion in agreements, including
a SR1 billion project with

Vertex Pharmaceuticals and a
SR100 million imrastment with

Tabuk Pharmaceuticals.

markeiing, enhancing financing
capabilities, [ostening joind
investments and dnving infra-
structore investments.

Minister of Health Fahad
Al-Jalajel said: "Hosting the CPHI
Middle East exhibiion in the
Ringdom underscores our dedica-
tion o enhancing Saudi Arabia’s
rale as a hub for pharmaceutical
indusiry innovation in the regaon.
This aligns with the Kingdom's
efforts to implement the National
Biotechnology Sirategy, which
aims o contribute 3 percent Lo
pross domestic produoct, totaling
SEE0  billion (8346 hillkon)
anmually by 2040,

T heSpace

#® Confessions of a
confused observer

ABDULELAH 5 AL-MNAHARI

e world feels like a funhouse mirror
these days, doesn't t? Everything =
distortad, twisted just enough that
you recognire the shapes but cant
quite makes sense of the reflection

staring back at you, it's like we've stumbled

inta a bizarre :-n-|:||..|u| to 2020, where the

chaos of the pandemic has seeped into

the very fabric of geopolitics, leaving us

bewildered and grasping for answers.

| rernember a time, not so lomg age,

when the global political
landscape seemed, if
not predictable, at least
comprehansible. We could trace
the threads of causs and affect,
understand the motivations of
nations and thewr leaders, But
lately? H's as i the rulebook
has bean tossed out the
window, replaced by a series of
bewildering improvisations that
leave us scratching our heads,
The case of Syria ks
particularly notable, Just

weeks ago, the situation there,

once thought to be fleed, was considered a
dismial deadiock — a permanant fixture of the
cantury. Rebsal forces, seemingly outmatched
and outgunned, swept through government-
hald territory with astonishing speed. The

L-F
Maybe, just maybe, by
acknowledging our
conlusion, by embracing
our doubis, we can begin
to finkd our way back to
a place of clarity and
understanding. Until
then, we can only waitch,
wail, and hope for a
bhrighter tomorrow.

Assad regima, once asamingly invincible,

appearad to crumble bafore aur ayes,

It's :nl;lu,g'h to maks youLr head spin. Whers
did those rebels find such strength? What
happened to the formidable forces of Russia,

Iran and Hezbollah? Did they simply vanish into
thin alr? And what about Assad himaself? One
munute ha's the defiant dictator; whare will
he wash ashora? Which nation will offer him
sanctuary, a haven from the storm? Wil
it be a warm embrace, or a temporary respite —
a fleeting moment of calm before the tempest
descends once more?

Questions settie, resembling fall's foliage.
With sach rush of breeze, It's as if the
rasponses scatter afar. Pleture a theater

parformancs, obsourad
by a foggy veil — that's us
peeking at the sporadic
activity and hearing snatches
of conversation, yet tha
complets storyling ascapes
capture

And then thare are the
shifting alkances, the sudden
reversals of policy, Russia,
once Assad's staunch ally,
now seams content to code
influance to Turkiye. kran,
a steadfast supporter of

Shia miilitias in the Fl-qst‘,.. I%

rethinking Its regional strategy. Closed-door
negotiations — what deals have been agreed
upan? In the allanocs,

amidst hidden shadows, what type of
commitments wera mades and refterated?
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Cultural exchange

Diriyvah forum
explores history,
trade, heritage

The International Diriyah Forum
i Kivadh explored “Dirivah

at the Intersection of Tistory
and Trade” emphasizing

the region's globl role.

The event incladed
mteractive sessions and
presentations on preserving
commercial heritage, cultural
exchanges, Saud] colfes
sIngs, the portrayal of Najd
im literature, and European
travelers” views of the arca.

The forum also covered
[Hrivah's economic history,
sustainabde trade, and the
gtudy of trade routes and
ports, highlighting is role
A% i regrional link to the workd.

The forum also featured
visual presentations of
feldwork along historic
trace routes. AN Riyadh

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Sustalnability

hingdom to lead
2026 talks on

water challenges

Saudi Aralda has been selected
b hiost the 200068 International
Water Desalination and Reuse
Conference. The selection
highlights Saudi Arabias
lesieling rodes 1 the wWaler
sector and its commitment
to sustainability and water
security indtiatives.

Rivadh was chosen during
a recent oonference i A
[rhaky, which brought together
global experts amd specialists.

The 20036 coneress will serve
as a global platform 1o address
critical water challenges such
as scarcity and the effects of
clmate change. It 15 expected
i afiract experts Iroan over G
countries to showease cutting-
edge technologies, and present
sustainable sofutions for water
management. SPA Riyadh

Ethics awarenoss

Scouts promote

integrity on anti-
corruption day

The Saudd Arablan Scouts
Assndiathon jolned in
Intermatiomil Ant-Corrugaion
Day on Monday by distributing
b Brueres and materials
Ly Fadse awareness of the
value of integnity

Association Secretary:
{zeneral Abdulrahman Al-
Mudaris said thw association
Wik oommitted to s annual
participation in the occasion,
which was designated by
the UN General Assembly to
fosder a culture of Intesrity
within socicty. Their cfforts
inchuded emcouraging the
adoption and practice of
integriry while reinforcing the
religious, ethical and national
principies that inspire the
Saudi community to wphoeld
it, he added. SPA Riyadh

e Follow firnkb News Briefs all through the day BimbNews
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Manal Al-Baradkat] Fioad

Recent British deals
with Saudi Arabla and
Lhe UAE have created
4,000 new jobs In Britain
and are part of UK Prime
Minister Kelr Starmer’s
plans to ralse lHving
standards, he said during
a recent visit to Rivadh.

SLarmer  was
Crown  Prince
bin Salman at  Al-Yamamah
Palace in the Saudi capital
thiz week, where discussions
centered on enhancing bilateral
cooperation in areas of mutual
eConamic interest.

“The UAE and Sauwdi Arabia
are key partners of ours, 5o ['ve
been making the case that nmow is
the time for forther investment
into our country, as far as Sawdi
Arabin s concormed,” Starmer
bold local press.

“For example, some of the deals
weme dogee i the la=t Tew weeks
have vielded 4,000 jobs, and so
['m here driving growilh with the
sole iIntention of making sure that
when 1 zay living standards will
o up in the UK, peaple will feel
better off that we've gol the plan
to follow through and deliver on
that, with sciz, with investmeni
aroumnd the workcl”

The wisit ncluded a highe
profile business roundiable on
Monday featuring Sandi Minister
of Invesiment Ehalld Al-Falih,
Minister of Commerce Majwed
Al-Qasahi, Saudi Ambassador 1o
the UR Prince Khalid bin Sultan,
andd Starmeer,

PECEIved Dy
Mohainmed

Trade and Investment:
ey drivers

Trade between the UK ancd Sawds
Arabia has seen robust growth in
recent years, with bilateral trade
valued at L1 billion annually.
The UK is a key exporter to the

GOING FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

Saudi-UR trade sees
robust growth in recent years

‘Now is the time for further investment into our country, says Starmer
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During Kelr Starmer's vist to the Kingdom, officials from the two countries outlined plans to boost sconomic relatlons and investment durng a high-level business roundtable held in Riyadh. 57

Ringdom, supplving machinery,
vehiclkes and pharmaceuticals,
while Saudi Arabda exports crude
oil, petrochemical  products
and significant investmenis in
non-otl sectors,

Recent discussions placed a
particular ¢mphasis on diver-
sifving this trade relationship.
Sectors such as green encrey,
digital  translormation and
healthcare mnovation are seen as
crucial for the next phase of bilat-
eral economic engagement.

Sauch Arabla’s invesiments in
s ICT sector, progecied 1o reach
5375 billion by 2024, present
sigmificant  opportunitics  for
Hritish firms.

“The EKingdom's nvestmeni
in ICT is a clear signal of s
ambitions. For UR technolozy
firms, this s a market aof
ummense opportuntly,”  siaid
Sarah Walker, CEQ of ZainTECH
UK, in a previous interview with
Arab News

FASTFACTS

& The Hinﬂdmn has besn
actively fostering global
partnerships, as reflected in
its agresments with the UK.

& Bactors such as gresn
energy, digital transformation
and healthcare innovation are
seon as crucial for the next
phase of bllateral aconomic
angagamant

ey

Renewable energy

at the forefront

A cornerstone of the Saudi-UR
partnership  lies  in
able energy. Saudi Arabia has
cmerged as a global keader in

TEe -

clean energy, particularty in
green hydrogen, where it aims to
become a dominant producer,

James  Penlinglon,
London-based Henewable Edge,
previously  told  Arab  News
"Saucli Arabda’s investments in
green hydrogen are unmatched
globallv. As a UK company,
we are keen to contribute

CEQ ol

oulr expertise to support the
Ringdom™s sustainabdlity goals.”
The Ringedom’s focus on menew-
aghle energy s In line with its
Yigion 20040 target of generating
a0 percent of its electricity from

retpewabbe sources by the end of

the decade, This ambitious goal
has attracted significant interest
from UK firms specializing in solar,
wind and hyvdrogen technologies,

Expanding educati-

onal and training
parinerships

The growing Saudi-UR  trade
relationship s also  fostening
collaborations in education and
fraining.

British universities and instito-
tions are increasingly playving a
role n developing Saudi Arabaa'’s
workforce, particularly in high-
tech Aelds such as artificial intel-
ligenoe, robotics and healtheare,

These parinerships are critical
i Viskon 20043 moal of building a

skilled and diversified workforoe.

“Educational callshotration
15 an area where UR instita-
tions can bring real valoe,” Lucy
Harper, managing director of
Tech Frontier UK, told Arab
News on Tuesday,

"“With Sandi Arabia locusing
o human capifal development,
W are secing opportunities to
engage m programs that dime
mnovation and prepare  the
workforce for future challenges.”

Building on Vision
2030 success
Since the launch of Vision
2003 in 2006, Saudi Arabia has
achieved significant progress in
economic diversificatbon.
According to official data, 87
peroent of s L0643 imbatives are
either completed or on  track,
demonstrating the Ringdom's
dedication to  transfoeming s
coonomy and creating new oppor-
tnmithes for intermational mvestors.

NEOM Med

Arah Mews Hiyach

NEOM Media and Hakawati
Entertainment have announced
a sirateghc  parinership  to
produce up o nine  feature
films and establish a prodoc
tion scrvices division in NEOM,
further accelerating the prowth
of Saudi Arabia’s flm industry.
The partnership with
Hakawati, a leading Saudi-based
filmy, TV and literary manage-
ment company, will localize
screen production activities
across  future NEOM  produc-
tioms, acconding to a statement.
By using NEOM Media's infra-
structure, Including high-end
soundstages, diverse shooting
locations and extensive produc-
ton support, the oollabaor-
ton will enable high-gquality

conlent creation, it said,

Two of the nine films are set
to go into production in the first
hall of next year and further
prajects are under review.

Hakiiwatl estabilish
an  operational  presence  within
NEOM's media hob by creating
a production services  division
designed to meet the needs of inter-
national. regional and local prodoc
tions. This will be supported by
Hollywood-level talent and signifi-
cand Anancial invedmenis

The partnership will also help
the =ector's evolution mmlo o
creative industries hob, while
sireamlining project execu-
Hon and elevating hlmmaking
slansdands,

Michael Lynch, sector head
of entertamment, culiure  and
mechia al NEOM., sawlk “This

pliagis 1o

DEVELOPING LOCAL TALENT

ia, Hakawati Entertainment sign deal to make 9 feature films

s

‘
"

The NEOM Media, Hakawatl Entertainment partnership will also help
the sactor's evolution Into a creative Industries hub. Socpsl=d

partnership with Hakawatl marks
afl mmportant miblestone oo oar
shared commitment to acdvancing
sauch Arabla’s meddla industry ..

and remforoess our posiion as &

cenber for Innovation and growth,
rellecting  the ndustry’s  confi-
clenoe in our ViSO,

“Together, we are poilsed (o
unleck signifcant opporiunities,

HIGHLIGHT

A Hakawati community will
be astablished at NEOM in
early 2029, in collaboration
with NEOM Media's induatry
learning department, to
support talent devalopment.

drive the Ringdom's creative
ambitions forward and establish
1 wiorld-class media ecosystem.”

IEakaw:aii CED [
Al-Fhiray i said: “While Rlm and
tefevision production remain a
the heart of our business, this
partnership goes bevond conterit
creation, Together with NEOM,
we are committed o building
Al sipstainabde, world-class
filmmaking ecosvatem tut will
nat only support our industry's

expansion bl also contribuie 1o
Sauci Arabga’s ambitious vision
of becoming a global keader in
enterfainment and media™

The partnership will  also
focus on  developing Saud
falent through multidisciplinary
programs and workshops that
provide  inlensive  raining.
siucowing  opporfunibies  and
jobr placements for the local and
international media markets.

A Hakawati community will
s established at NEOM in early
2025, m  colaboration  with
NEOM Media's industry learming
department, to sapport talent
development.

Alo, a working group will
sentily and implement at feas
three new trainng programs by
the end of 2025, ensuning onmoine
oppartunities for Saudl creatives,
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GRAVE RISKS

Israel prevents

Lebanese army
and UNIFIL
from opening
key road

Freed Lebanese prisoners continue to
alTive from Svria to reunite with families

Najla Housswrl Beirur

The Israeli army fired a
warning shot on Tuesday
at a joint patrol of the
Lebanese army and a
Polish unit operating
under UN peacekeeping
force UNIFIL while trying
to unblock the Altaroun-
Bint Jhedl public road.

The lsracli military bocked the
road last Thursday with a moumd
of earth.

UNIFIL amd Lebanese army
vehleles wepe seen on Tuesiay
cirving on the Bint Jhel road for
the first time since the ceasefire.

Isracl is being citicized for
continuimg to violate the ceaseflre
AFTesInaent under the pretext af
having 60 days to withdrmw rom
the: south.

Is violatkons involve destroving
remalning buildings, hovses, Ffcil-
ities and mads along the border,
rendering the area unlivahle.

The Israeli army carried o
el nsaye -e';l..||||.r.=.|-::-:||u-. in Khiam o
chestron hotises and buildings,

The cntry of the Lehanese army's
cngincering  teams (o southerm
Lebanon has been postponed. A
five-member commitiee respon-
sible for enforcing the oease-
fire agrecment had  previously
approved the teams’ entry

The COMTTILL e Convened
secreily on Monday in Magouwra,
UNIFILS headquarters, with the
presenoes o pulitary epresenla-
tives of the Lebanese army, Lhe
[srach army, the US, France, and
LiNIFLL.

A joint statement from the TS
a1 French embsassies in Lehanoay
ancl UNIFIL sasd that the meeting
gimed to coordinate the partica
panis’ support for the cessation of
henstilities that went into effect on
Nov. I7.

The group will meet resularly
and comdinate clsely o imple-
mend The oepselir aFrecmenl anwd
Ressalubion 101, i1 ackdecl

The Lebanese army links the
eradual deplovment of its soldiers
soLth of the Litani Kiver to the end
o Esraet] hostilitbes and the gradual
withaiawal ol Isracti  mabitary
forces, allowing Lobanese troops
to enter the areas.

I=rach forces m the south
launched several artillery shells
from a Merkava tank on the
cattskirts of Chihine and Jebbayn.

The Isracli amy opened heavy
machine-gun fre on the outskirs
off the sourthem villages of Chakra,
the Douhiyeh castle, and valleys
adjacent to Qabrikha and Makied
Selem

Several Israel Merkava (amks
backed off froom Wata Al-BEhiam
poward Sarda aned Aamra adjacent

CAUTIONARY NOTICE IN SAUDI ARABIA

NOTICE = hereby given that PUIG FRANCE, Société

par Actions Simplifiee, of 65-67 avenue des Champs

Elysees, 75008 Paris, France, are the sole owner and
axclusive Proprietor of the following design entitled:

“FLASK OF PERFUME NINA RICCI”

The said owner claim all nghts in respect of the above

DESIGN and will take all legal steps against any

Person or Company infringing their rights in the
sald DESIGN in SAUD| ARABIA.
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Maoazx Marhab, 51, |8 recalved by kis family and friends in the northern port city of Tripodl affer 1B year of imprisonmant in Syria's Sednays Prisan, AFF

to the Wazzani orchards.

Paralbed to is duties in southern
Letsinon, the Lebanese army s
dlso dealing with the develog-
ments at llegal crossings and on
smuggling routes on the border
between Lebanon and Syria, as
ST altempl 1o enter Lebanog
forcibly  withh miltants Eaining
comtrod of the country,

Isracli airstrikes had largeted
Lebanon's  land  crossings  with
Samia omdder  the pretext  of
preventing  Hesbollah  supplies
from resching Syria.

The Israeli alrstrikes also pa
el o serviee e Al-Qua-Jussiveh
crossing in the Bekaa and the Anda
and Dabssusich crossings in the
marih, in addition to the Tal Kalakh
crossing im Akkar in the north,

Lebanons  reopening  of  the
Masman border crossing, the legal
Facilitates

ke 1o Damascus,

Reuters Vatican City

Pope Francts will meet Palestinian
President  Mahmowd Abhas on
Thaursdday, the Vatkcan sxid, as the
Catholie prondall fsas hecome more
vocal in his critcism of [saels
military campaign in Gaza.

Abbas travels to lialy this week,
whiere he is expected also to meet
with  Tialian  Presicdeni  Sergdo
Mattarelln and Promse Mmster
iEgia Meloni. The Vatecan
announced  the meetineg  with
Abbas in a briel note on Tuesday
bast dicl not offer further details.

In November, Francis sngrested

BACRGROUND

Israel is being criticized

for continuing to violate

the ceasefire alﬂr-:lumun't

in Lebanon. The violations
Invalve destreving remalining
buildings and facilities and
scraping roads in the border
area, rendering it unlivable.

the retum of Syman refugees n
Lebanon to thedr homse country.

For the third consecutive day,
the Masnai CROASIE
wilhessed  heavy movement ol
Synan refugees leaving for ther
COUniry.

Lebanese General  Security
reparted that the situation at the
Masnaa croessing had  Improvesd
after chaos erupted due o the
Syrian  Gegeral

bsoarelieg

alwence of e

serurity al the Jdebdet Yabous
border past, cansing a large influx
of Syrans,

The Lebanese army 15 invalved
n controlling the Masnaa border

crossing, and Lebanon  strictly
vets which Syrfans i allows
B0y #EF [.1'|:H||||||| — I'|.'|||.|.i|:|1|:}:

either a tavel document throdgh
the Beirut airport, a residency
il i Lebamdon, o a SHINSOr
who confimms  ther  employ-
ment im Lebanone  Also on
Tuesday, the Syrian Embassy in
Lebanon lowered the Hag previ-
oursly used by the regime of Bashar
Assacl, raksing that of Lhe malatants

Inotherdevelopments, Lebanese
prisoner Muath Muraab arrived in
his hometown of Bireh in Akkar
o Tuesday after being detained in
secknaya Prison bor 2 years

He 15 the thard prisoner to retum
o Lebanon from a 1t of dozens

ITALY VISIT

Pope to meet Palestinian president tomorrow

the global commndty  shoulkd
siuchy whether Ismel’s campaien in
Crilza constitules a penocice of the
"alestnian peogde

The comment, in a fortheoming
bk, clresw a pubdic rebuke from
Ismels ambassador to the Holy
se, Israe]l claims accusations of

Poople ride an
a bruck In Khan

Younds, In the
southerm Gaza

Strip amid the
continuing war
between lsrael

and Hamas.
aFF

genocide in Gaza are basebess
ancl that it 15 solely hanting dosmn
Hamas and other armed grouges

(3aza authorties =ay  almosi
5,000 Palestindans have been
Fillesd and more than OSSO0

injured in Ismel’s offensive, while
must of Grazas 2 million people are

of Lebanese detainees in Syrian
prisons, whose existence had
previoushy been denled by Syrian
atithorities  dunng  the  Assad
FeEIme,

In the past two days, eed
prisoners Suhail Hamaomui,
Wairwan Mowil,  Modhamiesd
Ormar Al-Flaiti, and Moaz Merheb
regoined their Pannilies.

Adclittonally, Khallcdiva Fayvvad,
who was armested 22 vears ago In
the town of Sindiana in Akkar, was
freed from the women's prison.

Lebamese State Securnity dended
protecting anyone linked to the
former Syran regime afler thesr
redocation to Lebanon

Recent media reports indicated
that Lebanese State Security was
protecting aome Syrian  figures
amd officials who fed o major
hoteks in Lebanon due bo ongoing
cleveloprents in Syria

homeless or disgplaced as famine
oS,

Pope  Frandcis and  President
Abbas have met several thmes and
are last known to have spolen on
the phione in November 2023, b

month mio the Israel-Hamas
conflicl
The pope, as leader of the

L4-hillion-member Cathodic
Church, s uwsually careful aboa
taking siwles in conflicts bat has
recently been more  outspoken
about [srael's campaism

In Owtober, he criticized the
“shamehil mabality” of the nterma
tional commaunity to end the war.

INVESTIGATION

Israel’s PM
lestifies in
corruplion

trial

Reuters Te=l A

Isracl Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyvahu  took the wiiness
stand for the f[Arst tme on
Tuesday in his ong-running
corruption trial, saying he was
being hounded for his hawkish

securty policics,

Netanvaha, 75, s Isracls first
gitting prime minister to be
charged with a crime,

He: is testby ingg ak the samme time
Isracl 15 engaged in a war in Gaza
and facing possible new threats
poseil by regronal furmeotl,

mcluding m Sy

Last week, jdees moded ihad
Netanvahu, dicted in 2008, muost
tesfify three times 0 week, forcing
the lomgtime Israch leader to juggle
between the courtroom and the war
rom af Israel’s Defense Mindsiry,
mimules away from the courthouse
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CLOSE SCRUTINY

Asma Assad: From Tose
in the desert to pariah

Vogue published gushing profile of Syrias ex-lirst lady weeks before Arab Spring

Arab Mews | cocon

The transformation of
Asma Assad from a vaunted
English “rose in the desert™
to international pariah is
the subject of fresh media
scrutiny after the fall of the
Assad regime In Syria.

A gushing March 2001 Vogrue
prathbe of former Pressdent Bashar
Assads wife, published weeks
before the Arab Spring and later
cheleted, highlights the destruc-
bon of her reputation, the Daily
Mail reported.

The “Power [Issue” profile
described  the  London-bom
-:'||r||;:-|:r|-|' e | | F:ill:lllil.ll' alt
“on a mission (o cieale a beacon
of culture and seculansm” in the
Middle East.

“The hrst mmpression of Asma
Assad is movement: A determdned
swath cut throwsh space with a
flash of red soles™ it said.

The “thin, long-limbed beauty
wilh a trained analyvtic mind who
diresses with cunning understate-
ment” reportedly wanted Syria’s
viurth to spearhead moderniz-
Hon by becoming “sctive citlzens.”

Barl oo alter Ui prodile was
published, she amd her hoshond
Bvescanampe thve pubslbe Guce of a brytal
crackdoswn on popular prodests
that culminated in Syria’s 13-vear
civil war, leading to more than
GO 000 deaths and the displace-
ment af milllons,

Asma Assad turned (o London
law firm Carter Buck as the crvil
wir broke out. Newspapers
who covered the familys affairs
recelved threatening letters, bt
nothing could prevent her and
her husband from  becoming
invtermational pariahs after reglme
forces carmes] outl a serwes ol
chemical weapons attacks against
civilians.

Yoeue removed the “rose in

A pleture of Asma Asand Is
SEEn AT ofd of tha PO 1R

the Prasldentinl Palace In
Damasous after rabels selzed

the capital, on Tuesday. F=uters

the desert™ profile as a Wikileaks
email hack revealed that she had
spent 5318000 on uxury furni-
ture during the first year of the
civil war. US estimates put the

Assad Farnblys wealih at 32 billion
Astna  Assacl o Hlma |
under US sanctions in 2020 and
described as one of Syria’s “most
notoricus war profiteers.”

Wiks

FAST
FACT

'|.I'|:|E-|.|:|
removed
the ‘rose in
the desort’
profile as a
‘WikiLeaks
email hack
revealed
that she
had spant
$£318,000
on luxury
fumniturs
during the
first year of
the civil war.
US estimates
put the
Assad
anil:,r':
wealth at
£2 billion.

The former first lady owms ai

peast 18 luxury apariments in
Moscow's  shyscraper chistrect,
where she ks set to begin a new life
in exibe with her hushand.

ESCALATION

Airstrilke
on Norith
Darfur
markel
Lills more

than 100

AFP Port Sudan

A Suclanese military amrsinke on
a market in North Darfur kalled
mate than 100 people on Monday,
a pro-democracy lawyers” group
s Tuesdday, in a war marked by
claimes of atrocities on all sides,

Thr Emeregency Lawyers
gaid Mondays airstrike also lefi
hundrsds mjuresd in Kabkabiva,
g town about B0 EKilometers
(112 milesi west of El-Fasher, the
gtate capital that has been unde
sleyse from the paramilitary Rapicd
supperl Forces since: May,

Tens of thousands have been
killed and millions displaced in a
2-month war between the RSF
and Squchan's armmy that has left the
northeast Afmcan country on the
brink of famine, according to aid
il;._'l'||l']l".'-|.

“The airstrike took place on the
towm's wockly market day, where
resilents from variows nearby
villages had gathered to shop,
resiilting 1o the death of more
than 100 people and ingury of
hundreds, including women and
children,” said the lawyers group,
which has been documentinge
human rights abuses during the
comflict.

They described 1t a5 a “horren-
dous massacre  ocommitied by
army  arsinkes,”  though the
military denicd it had carmed oud
the attack.

The armmy sxid in & statemem

the accusatons  were  “lies”
spreacl by polpscal parties backing
the RSF, adding that
B woulkd ocontinoe

“exercising  its
bepstimeate right
to delemnd the o=
country.” -

A WDIVIAR
helds o ehikd
at a camp in
North Darfur.
Reuters

AFP Ghara Toeen, Gamsia

As PFaul Techy guewed with dozens
of others in his coastal Gambian
fishing village, he hoped to move
o slep  closer  towand  nally
belonging m the only country he
hiad ever called home

ambdan citizenship has long
been an elugive goal for many
resicdents of Ghana Town, most of
whom were born i the tiny West
Afrcan country but whose parents
M |,r_|:|||r|]1..1|'-e'r|l:-. |'|:||i|;n:|ll'-:! RRRIAR
Ghana decades ago

Lacking either Ghanaian or
rambian  documentation, most
are trapped in a legal limbso where
they  struggle 1o
services such as healthcare o
formal employTent.

“We  Mecognide
Gambians, bul Gambians doan’l

Feress  Fske

EH LT =4 'I"- = T

recognize s as Gamblans” =1
bo-year-old Techy, who was borm
in the village on the shores of the
Atlantic,

“They aald you are a Ghanaian
s in The Gambia, you are still
a foreigner .. this 15 how they
categoriae us,” he sad,

Under The Gambia’s constito:
tion, a person is granted citizen-
ship if they are born in the country

but only if one of their parents
i a Gamblan citizen.

xhana

Town sprung up in

the late 159505, when a group of

Crhanaian fshermen traveled o
[he Gambia in search of lucrative
waters and a better market.

The villages cinder block and
cormEied metal hotuses are now
home to around 2,00 people,
inclsding many of the ortginal

fishermen’s descendants,

LEGAL LIMBO

Gambian fishing village seeks elusive statehood

A man prepares o fishing net ahead
af going cut fishing i Brufut, Ghana

Town, in this Oct, 31 file phata, AFF

The TINs
UNHCH, savs residents are “al nsk
of statelessness.”

Being undocumented = ool
the sarme as being stateless, the
UNHCR says, but having no legal
reconds puls people at nsk as they
cannot prove links to any state,

logether with the Gambia
Commission for Refugees, the
UNHCE conducted an assess
ment in November to see if Ghana
Towns residents could be onnsjd-
iredl for naturalization.

"Most ol ther [undamental
human nghts like acoess (o nation
ality and access to social ameni-
tbes are sommehow difficuldt” said
COiear T, Chmara, 1 Sovernimeni
representative working with The
Crmbia Commuission for Befugees,

A leam spent  four dayvs
coiucing Imlerviews with

relugee agency,

resicents such as Techy, afler
wihich conclusions and recommen-
datioms will be drawn up and sent
t0 lawmakers in the parliament.
Camara sakl the exercise could
pave the way for legal reform,

FASTFACT

Lacking either Ghanalan or
Gambian doocumentation, most
are trapped in a legal imbo
where they struggle to access
basic services such as health
care or formal amploymant.

The UNHCR savs that state-
bessmess worldwide s driven by
a pumber of [actors including
discrmmimation based on race
or gemder, as well as begislative
sHorcomings,

It estimated in November that
there were neardy a million state-
less peopde in Africa, imchading
motre than S30,000 in Wesi
Africa, leavimg them vulnerable to
I:|1:||'|,n||:|.| reation and abipse,

Milllons more are il  nsk
becanse of conflicts in the volatile
Sahed repion, it said.

While The Gambia has ratifsed
fwo UN conventions on ending
statelessness, there B no process
for formally recogmizing stateless
peecgabe 1 e oountiry,

rhania Town resicdent Gideon
Money, 20, graduated top of his
class and won a scholarship to
gtuchy medicine in India, but said
a lack of legal identny prevented
FuEn (o goding

“My fellow  students  have
beft because they are termed as
Crambaans,” be told AFF
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Saudi Arabia is exploring
cooperation with India
In solar and wind energy,
infrastructure, touwrism,
and technology-based
Industries, its Ministry
of Investment said on
Tuesday, as it participated
in the Rising Rajasthan
Investment Summit

In Jalpur.

The government of India's brgest
state by area s hosting the invesi-
mEent event Iroen Dec, B 4o 1), as bl
seeles to doubde Bajasthan's gross
domestic product to 53350 billion
in the next five years.

ECONOMIC GROWTH

Saudi businesses
explore energy, tourism

opportunities in Rajasthan

[nvest Saudi participates in Rising Rajasthan Investment Summit in Jaipur

The Saudi Ministry of Invest
ments pavilion in the foram’s
exhibition space presented Invest
Satihl — the mationwide mvest-
ment brand — and promoted
opportunitics in the Ringdom,
while delegation members held
talks with Indian companies,

"We o are talking aboul
supporting our private seciors:
Incdtans to invest in Sadi Arabida
afd Saucl companies o fnvest in
Rajasthan and India”™ Abdullah
Al-Arfa), director of intermational
relations for South and West Asia
af the Saudi Ministry of Invesi-
meni, todd Arab News,

"Through s participation in
this summit, the Saudi Mimstry
of Investment seeks to foster

productive dialogue and  baild
actionable partnerships ... The
sl 15 an bdeal platform to
sirengthen Saudi-Indian cooper-
ation aml establish the founda-
tions [or long-term, sustainable
parinerships.”

Al-Arfal, who was meeting
with Rajasthan leadership, said
they were dentifving "shared
areas that can contribate o the
economic growlh of both nations,
stch as solar and wind enerey,
infrastracture development,
tourism, and technology-based
indlusines, as well as the devel-
opment of smarl citles,  green
enerEy imibatves, and advanced
technological solutions"

The state’s capital, Jaipur, is

a mapor tourist atiraction. A
UNESCD Waorld Heritage Site, if
5 known as the “pink cliv”™ from
the dominant eolor schemme of its
15th-century strectures,

A nmumber of cooperation
agreements are  expected o
e signed during the sumamnit
between Saudl and  Indian
businesses

Faisal Al-Jurbua, a member
o the Satdi delegation, sakd his
compamy was planning to estab-
lish a desert resort in Rajasthan
— the first such property in the
Incdian state,

“Hopefully, in
months, we're going W0 start,”
the CECQ of Rivadh-based HAP
Experience Co. told Arab News.

aboast  wix

In high spirits Britains Prince William, Prince of Wales, Colonel-in-Chief, lst Battalion Mercian | *P
Regiment, joins a Chnstmas event for families of the Begiment at Picton Barracks in Bulford, England, Tuesday.
'HEROQ TO ZERO’ Health staff wiath long COVID  adequate  personal — protective
told  the Thomson Heuters equipment, including high-

UR doctors and nurses
withlong COVID to sue
Jor compensation

Reuters Laorcion

Nearly S00  Hnush doctors,
nurses and other health workers
with long COVID are suing the
health service for oompensa-
Hoay, saving they were ol given
proper  protection during  the
pandemic.

They say thelr Hves have been
devastated by a host of severe

health  complications,  Maost
cannal retuwrn o wiork amd SRHEERY
are housebotnd,

"This 15 lile changmg. People
are rcally suffering financially.
Some are living in poverty” said
murse Rachel Hexi, one of the
clabmants.

“We're suing because this is
the only wav of providing for our
fuatures,”

Foundation they feli betrayed
by the government alter rsking
their ives to work on the froat-
line during the pandemic. They
conlrasted  the weekly pablic
displays of appreciation [or
Mational Health Service workers
at the height of the crisis with the
lack of supgpsart they had received
shnee becoming K,

"It been ke Hero oo zero,”
salcd Hext. "We were clapped
on doorsteps one moment, ancd
abandoned the next.”

The clalmants inclhede consul-
lants, doctors,  niirses  and
haspital porters, Many are in dedt
O LS up savings (o survive,

They say they were not given

erade masks, and often had 1o
rely on Mimsy surghesl masks,

“1 think we've got a very good
chance of winning,” said solicitor
Revin Dighy, whio is representing
many of them.

More than 200  sympdoms
have been linked to long COVID,
including cogmitive impairment
oF “brain log" extreme [atigne,
shortness of breath and chronic
pair.

The lawsuit is unlikely to be
heard by the High Court before

28 al the =arliest because of

Britain®s ongong pablic mouiry
into the handling of the COVID

crfgds In which more  than
250,000 preeople died

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

strong hold
Italy’s mafias

make billions
rom tourism

Italy's mafias make more than
=45 billkom a yvear from the
tourisrn sector and are primecd
to pocket even more from
large-scale upcomang cvenls,

a research institute warned

on Tuesday, Organized crime
ETOURS preyving on vulner-

able companies from hotels to
restauranis are set to cash in on
the Cathollc Church's Juhilee
celebrations in Rome and the
Winter Cdvmpic Games, thie
Demoskopika rescarch institute
said. “Italian tourism is under
attack. The powerful “Ndrang-
heta meafia alone accounts for
half of the entire turnover,” the
repart said, AFP

The consequences
S. horeaslaps
travel bans on
top officials

Soarth Rorean authorities
banned more top officials from
leaving the country Twesday,
i Lhe walke of President Yoon
Sk Yeod's bungled attempd to
rmpsinse mrartial law, Trvestiga-
lors are prodnmg Uhe presedent
and a cabal of allies for alleged
insurrection over the sequence
of extracrdinary events.

Om Tuesday Cho J-ho, com-
mssioner general of the Rorean
Matronal Police Agency, and two
other top police officials became
the Latest to be barred from
foredgn travel. Already umwdes
a travel bsin are the Tormes
deefense and interior ministers
amang oilers. AFP
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘A Course in Complex Analysis’

SAEED ZAKERT

"A Course in Complex Analysis™
anplaores a central branakh

of mathematical analysis,

with broad applications in
mathamatice and other

fields such as physics and

alassroam oturas, this
madarn and comprehensive

texthook Is equally suited
for independent study or
as a reference for more
exparianced scholars,

anginearing. = Saeed Zaken
Ideally designed _ guides the reader
for a year-long - Eﬁﬂlﬁﬁ through a journey

EI":IIﬂI,.I:!.‘tE CoUrss an
compiex analysis
and based omn

nearly 20 years of @ i
i

'‘Doing well’
Brazil's Lula
undergoes
brain surgery

Brazils T9-yvear-old President
Lz Inacio Lula da Silva under-
went surgery for a braim hem-
orrhage related to a recent fall,
hospital officials said Tuesday.
“The operation went without
complicaibons” on Monday
nieghl, amnd Lula was "doing
well, under monitoring”™ in an
intensive care unit, the Syrian
Lebanese Hospital in Sao Paudo
saiid in a statement posted

on the president's Instagram
account, The hemaorrhage was
linked 1o a fall Lula sufTered on
Ol 19, the hospital sakd, Lula
had hat has head after falling in
a bathroom at the presidenitial
residence. AFP

that highlights the
topological and
geometric themes
of complex analysls.

Mational affair

Malaysias PM
deflects guestions
on former premier

Malavsias Prime Minister An-
war Thrahim refused to answer
gquestrons on Tuesday on the
existence of a roval decree that
wollld allegedly allow jailed
former premier Najih Razak

fo s hils [IFESOT senience al
home. Majib, who was prime
minister betwoen 20408 and
2018, was sentenced to 12 years
in pri=on mn August 2022, when
Malayvsias top court upheld his
conviction in a cormuption case
limked to the mnltibillion-col -
lar scamsdal at state fund IMIDE
The sentence hovwever wias
hialved this vear by a pardons’
board chaired by former King
Al-Sultan Abdullah. Reuters

' Fallow #frub News Briefs all through the day BiirabNews
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Starmer’s visit a step forward for Saudi-UR ties

ritish Primee Minister Eeir

sStarmer's visit to Saudi

Arabia should herald a

step forward in the trading

anicl business pelationship

between the two countries,
Even historie relationzhips need renewal
and updating. Fresh commercial thes
will be welcomed by both governmenis,
which will no doubt look to build on them.
Hilateral trade has reached recond levels,
topping £17.3 billion (322 billionL

The UR's Labour governiment has a toigh
economic horizon. Even though the Brtish
economy is still strong, the sixth-largest in
the world, lilke others it is struggling. Yet,
even post-Brexit, it has much going for
it and the country remains attractive for
foreien direct investment.

Bt Starmer and Rachel Reeves, his
linance minkster, have staked their political
[ufures on growth because, given the tight
inances, erowing the cconomy will be the
only way the government will be able to
escape the tight constraints it has imposed

@
Even posit-Brexii,
the UR has much

woing for it and the
country remains
atiractive for
forelgn direct
investment

B LN

i
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B il il |

first visited Japan as 3 voung mem-

ber of the UK Parliament in the early

ks, Yukio Satoh, an ambliboue

and forward-thinking diplomat who

wollld later serve as Japan's ambas-

sador to the UN, had recently been
posted to the countrys London embassy.
Recognizing that the political dialogue
between the UR and Japan was dominated
by an older generation, Satoh sought to
foster connections with a younger cohort
ol British politicians,

That visit sparked my long-standing
enthusiasm for Japan, which led me to
return dozens of times over the years, in
VAFOLES Capsecities, Mas r|--|'|.':|I|_'._ I viskted
Japan as an international adviser 1o the
Pracmium Impeniale, a prestigious awanrd
commemaorating the centennial of the
Japan Art Associations founding. The
Praeminm Traps riale ks an essential CORTTE -
nenl ol Japan's sall poswer, Over iLs 35-vear
history, it has been avwarded to celebrated
artists and architects from Japan and
arounc the warld,

on itsell. It is why the UK 15 keen to close
A free trade agreement with the Golf
Cooperation Coundcil.

Boosting econamic thes with the Arab
world's largest economy will be appealing.
[fee two governments have agreed a
target of boosting hilateral trade to £330
billion by 2030, a signilicant but achiev-
able challenge.

This is why Starmer, who was ¢lected in
July, made this visit 20 early in his tenure.
His poverniment needs sonmwe posifive
oiitcomes, The UK s contunuing a year-
long drmve 1o boost trade that started in the
spring, with a special focus on the sectors
essential to Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030,

Saudi Arabia's direct investment in the
LR since 2007 stands at abowt 521 billion.
Alrcady, the Ringdom's investments in the
nartheast of England have been heralded
A MR |IIIl::l.'-||_ KN ||:|I_' CSUTNTICFTRLY T 10 el
long seen as deprmved. Other major Sauwdi
investments in the UK include a 490 percent
giake in the famous central London depart-
ment store Selfrideges. The UK has some

Japan's coninbutions to the visual arts,
Film and architecture have left a lasting
mpression on me, Bl for many, the mos
mpressive thing about the country s ils
extracrdinary economic suCcess,

Japan's posiwar boom is often described
as an “economic miraclke”™ While T am
skeptical of this term, there is po denying
that the country experienced a remarkahle
transformation between the late 1950s and
L 1990, This can be attriboted o several
ey [ctors: relative pofitical stabality, effec-
tive policymaking and substantial invest-
ments in education, job training and public
health, as well as the abdlity to capltalize
Bl 1||_|-]1||=l:|:||:|i1i:':-. cpealed [y I||l:'I.'I‘iI!-!|IIJ_:|}'
globahized markets, | wilnessed these
dymamics first-hand dunng my tenure as
governor of Hong Rong.

To be sure, the miracle did not last. After
decades ol rapid gross domestic prodact
erowth, especially between 1973 and 19891,
the couniry entered a prolonged perlod of
ECOTOINC SERETRAtion and deflation, aften
refermed to as the "lost decades.”
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strong. sccure brands that states like Sawds
Arabia like to invest in.

starmer will be hoping to encourage
further Sawdi investment in both the
renewable and nuclear energy sectors
in the UK.

Coatld this relationship fourish? Yes, bat,
as with any relationship, it needs nurturing
and requires genuine inpat. Matual respect
15 vital. Starmer will have to listen to his
hosts' concerns as well &= their ambitions.
He wonild do well to explore the changes
in Saudi Arabia and consicer that b 1= no
longzer a case of UR-Saudi relations being
restrleted to odl and defense interests, He
sdvcaddd ook sl how wormen have Bescoine
a greater part of the workforce, hosy the
country is opening up and how tourism and
culiural projects have boomed.

In the education sector, five Brinish
indlependent schoals have estalbslished
branches in Saudi, The University of
Strathclvde is sct to become the first
British higher education institution to have
a presence in the Kingdom. Yet perhaps

The sources of Japanese resilience

Japan's post-1990 economic stagna-
Hon was triggered by efforts to cool an
(3" e'1|'|-|_'._||l,|'|l ProjTly seciar ||||TI|I,:|;_.::|l
interest rate hikes and a strong yen policy
intended o address 1S trade concerns.,
These measures were largely a resuli of the
1985 Plaza Accord, which boosted the ven's
value and undermined the competitive-
ness Gf Japanese exports

Griven his threats to launch a trade war,
LIS President-elect Donald Tromp's second
term podentiially poses the most serious
challenge to Japan's coonomic resilience in
decades. One can only hope that Japanese
policymakers confront Trumps proposed
pratectionist tariifs with the same resolve
ther predecessors demonstrated in
countering Ronald Reagan's trade restric-
tioms and currency manipulation.

Fortunately, Japan finds itself in a
relatively strong posithon, with recent data
wnekerscoring its remarkatde resilience in
the face of the twin shocls of the COVILI-EG
pandemic and the global energy crisis.
Admittedly, economic growth s slowing

ond of the most telling features is the Fact
thgil there are more than 16,000 Saudi
studlents studyving at UR universilies,

If Starmer tmuly washes to boost the
trading part of the UK-5audi relationship,
then e and his colleagues have to estab-
Hsh closer persomal thes, 1 s something
that British businesspeople over the vears
have had to learn: that long-term tes built
on personal dynamics make progress.

I'he prime minister will have to cast aside
the domestic carping that he kas been
traveling too much since taking office.
This matters if he wishes to promote UK
hugsiness fnteresis

Starmer has not had great exposure (o
the Arab world, so any visit ke this will be
A haege besrming: curve, British politicians
arpd othiers can come across as distant in
comirast to their Arab counterparts and the
ciirrent UR leader 15 nol especially Endow
for his chargsma. IF they are to Hourish in this
market, Starmer and his team must see things
through a long-term lens and as a relation-
ship that is personal, not just comamnsercial.

&
For many, the mosi
impressive thing
about the country

is lis extraordinary
CCHMHMIEC SUCress

onee again — the International Monetary,
Fund progects GDP o rise by just 0.3 percent
i 20, downi [romm 17 percent in 20083 —
andd Japan has been overlaken by Germany
as the world's third-largest economy. Bar

It remains a prosperois coundry with an
exceptionally high life expectancy.

A wisti o Japan reveals the soure of 1is
restlience; a strong democralic society firmby
rotedd in the mole of lTaw. Bat what impresses
mic most §s the coundry's ahility to navigate
the tengion between identity politics and
elobalization withouot succumbing to the
divisiveness that currently plaguwes many
ather liberal democracies

While Fapan faces several daunting
challenges — nol least a rapidly aging
and shrinking population — it retains a
profound sense of national identity that
SEETE to EProw stroneer, ot weaker, in
an Increasingly interconnected world, Tis
sel-assurance has endured the pressires
of a globalized eoonomy, wihich is why |
am confident that it can weather whatever
stofins Lhe future may hold,
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Landmines still kill thousands despite 27-year-old ban

hen, in 1507, 142
counirics voted
at the UN General
Aszembly in favor of
the CHtawa Treaty,
which prohibits the
use, stockpiling, production and transfer of
antipersonne] mines, they did not expect
that, 26 yvears later, in 20023, more than 5,757
people woutld still fall victim to landmines
or explosive remnants of war. Among these,
1,553 were Rilbed anl
3,663 were hurt, many of
them suffenng life-chang-

T

wier still live with this murderous
phenomenon. To be sure, 25 years

ago, landmines Killed or maimed more
than 20,000 peaple annually — mostly
civilians — and much of the improve-
mient should be attributed to a majorty
of partics to the treaty complying with
it. But progress does not mean linear
progression toward the elimination of
this issue, Despite 164 countries now
having adopted the treaty, flurther steps
are needed 1o push us
toward a world Iree of
anbipersonnel mines

Ing injurics. and the casualties
This horrendous wm much they cause.

statistic s not confined PO S, there is What makes this

to evenls in current war ﬂl’lILrgl.‘lilIH!Ed Lo munition particularly
fones, as incidents were ﬂlfﬂ'iiﬂhﬂll witha nitsty 1s that it has
recorded in more than lifclong conscquences
5 countries, of which j‘.‘lﬂllﬂl commitment on the victims and

34 are siates parties (o to eradicate thelr families. I it does

the treaty. Toadd (o the
horror, up to 84 percent

af all recorded casualijes

i 2023 were civilians and 37 percent of
the civilian casualties were children.

Hence, last month's mecting of the Fifth
Heview Conference of the Anti-Personnel
Mine Ban Convention in Cambodia was
Hmely, serving as a reminder that, desplte
much progress, there is an argent need to
press ahead with a global commitment to
eradicate antipersonnel mines.

Iespite a sipnificant reduction,

antipersonnel mines

nol KAl the injuries
inflicted, including

losing Hmbs, are so

severe that the victim will likely reguire
Ifelong care, And since they dispropor-
tionately affect yvoung people, this means
prodracted disability and suffering,
with dire personal and economic
CONSEUENCes,

Moreover, landmines do not come
with a limited shelf life. Some of these
explosives are more than half a century
odd and have been lving in wait all this

YOS MEKELBERG

Yoo Melwpierg B g prrdeasnr
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For fld version, iog on 1o
W ArR bW s S0m .S aminikon

time, as deadly today as the day they were
planted. [t makes them an ongoing threat,
wreaking havoes on populations that are
trying to rebsuild their lves postwar,
Armies are templed Lo use antiper-
sonnel landmines because they lerromee
both military personnel and civilians
arpl leave a huge impact, in addition
to belng extremely cheap to make and
distribute. Producing a landmine could
cost as little ag 33 However, the cost of
remaving them safely is
immense, especially i

their locations are not
mapped beforehand. The

G ==
25

littering the country, holding back its
recovery, rehabilitation and economic
development, in addition to the psycho-
logical impact.

Hence, the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban
Convention is not only about stopping
the production and use of mines, it also
requires states to help the hundreds of
thousands of landmine victims with their
rehabilitation.

Sadly, while progress has been made
on limiting the use of
mines, Viclim assistamnce
15 one of the areas in
whiich progress has been

cost of safely removing Some are more sluggish. Bear in mind

a single mine in such than halla century that manyv of the victims
circumstances has been old and have been of landmines reside in
estimated at $1,000, l}'lllﬂ: inwaltall remote rural areas, where
Therciore, clearing all : ) there is a huge shortage of
existing landmines around this time, as dﬂldl} specialist medical treat-
the world 15 projected to tﬂdﬂ}' as Lhe dl} ment and rehabilitation,
cost up to 5100 billion, they were planted not to mention a lack of

while new landmines
are still heing planted in
Variois Wiar gones.

While cleanng landmines 1s one side
of the story, recovering from their
impact is another. Cambsodia, which
hosted the Fifth Review Conference, is
one of the countries that has been mosl
affected by landmines, the result of 30
viears of war and political disorder that
came toan end in 1998, There are up to 6
million mines or unexploded munitions

investment in acoess to

schools, workplaces andd
al home, as well as psychological support.,

And while the need to redoce the profif-

eration of landmines and to suppori those
who fall victim to them is paramount, we
must not forget the many thousands who
risk their lHves every day in the dangerous
andd nerve-racking activity of removing
these landmines. They also need recoe-
pithon and, above all, the resounes (o
puaranies thear safety.

Literary festivals the beating heart of global cultural exchange

AHLAM BOLOOKI

o book fairs and litera-

ture festivals still matter?

They absolutely do,

wilh their role as vital

sancinaries for storyiell-

ing, culiural dialogue and
intellectual discovery bringing together
voloes that reflect the diversity of our
shared human experience.

We live in a world defined by its digital
immediacy, where flecting attention spans
aften favor short-form
content over in-depth

marratives, Literary festi-

a8

economic stimulation and adaptation (o
madern lives and challenges

Dubail — home to one of the most
diverse populations in the world — is
nniquely positioned (o host a literary
festival that embodies the ethos of
cultural dizlogue. The intersection of
Emirati and international perspectives
al the festival highlights how literature
serves as a bridge between cultures,
helping people form a better under:
standing of the other in
an increasingly inter-
connected yvel alien-

vals and their many offer- 1‘|I-E']-' are modern ating world.

ings provide a necessary sanctuaries in Beyond cultural
counterbalance, While hich the connections, literary
ther endunng allure w : e festivals are formidakhle
may seem an oddity of storyielling is educational tools. The
to many in the social T ﬂn]'_!.r celehrated Edinburgh Interna-
mdia age, which s often but also shared thonal Book Festival, for

characterized by virtual-

only events, they are

modern sanctuaries in which the power of
storvieling is not only celebrated but also
shared, connecting people across coltural,
gencrational and digital divides.

As we approach the 2005 Emirates
Alrline Featival of Literature, which will
be held in Dubal between Jan, 29 and Feb,
3, 1t 15 clear that such events are prvotal,
acting as conduits for cultural exchange,
education, community engagement,

srm
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instince, has long been

a space for intellectual
exploration and critical discussions on
eglobal 1ssues, offering masterclasses
that deepen participants” engagement
with literature. Learning shifts from
being a solitary activity to a shared and
dynamic experience, igniting curiosity in
audlences of all ages,

The impact of literary Festivals is not

confined to cultural and educational
domains; their contributions to the local
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economy are eqially weighty. While
Dubsai is alveady one of the world™s most
popilar tourism destinations, (ts stancing
as a global cultural hub is reinlorced by
thi Emirates Literature Festival, which
attracts thousands of visitors annually.
The ripple effects are felt across local
buzinesses, from hotels (o restaurants amd
shopping malls.

Community engagement lies at the
heart of every successful literary festival.,
The Emirates Literature

guo and enriching the literary canon,

As we are firmly entrenched in the
digital age, literary festivals have
proven remarkably adaptive to this era,
Embracing the digttal platforms preferred
by younger demopraphics demonstrates
how technology can enhance accessibility
andd engagement and bring the power and
jov of the wrilten and spoken word 1o new
and younger readers.

As we propare to welcome 2025 and its

program of literary festi-

Festivil exemplifies ii vals, we are reminded of
this through its vibrant the enduring relevance
valunieer network, which More than menre of these gatherings. More
hrllnfrl:rg't: hﬂ'll:uilllzl;i- celebrations of Ltm';ﬁmtr:ﬁﬁ q'q-]eh]::l:?nx o
uals who are united by a onks, they are platforms
sharned love of books and h“'"lm’ “"'T arc for dialogue, discovery
reading to support the pMlatforms for and connection, They
festival. l:“ﬂl“ﬂ“ﬂ. &E..[m'p]j' reinforce the idea that
Finally, as a platform and connection storles, whether shared
for emerging volces, I PETsOn OF Reross
these festivals democ- digital spaces, remain

ratize literature by providing space for
underrepresented and emerging authors.
It is the diversity of voices that enhances
the Hterary scene and makes it more
interesting and appealing with every
passing vear, ensuring that we get (o

s 4 richer and more inclusive array of
narratives. By championing these vaicoes,
festivals contribute to a fairer representa-
tion in literature, challenging the status
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ceniral io understanding ourselves and
one another.

In a world that often prioritizes speed
over depth, literary festivals invite us
to slow down, listen and engage with
the narratives that shape our humanity.
Therein, they are essential pillars of our
cultural and intellectual lives. It is not a
guestion of whether they matier or not -
thev are, without a doubt, indispensable.
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Addressing water scarcity requires -
Billions in investments, but these - 4
resources must be strategically allocated. B o
Merza Hassan : \\_ /‘
—

SPECIAL COVERAGE

A framework for colla boration

7 3 United Nations

[i7 ssghi Blax
Beidience &yurtimend
Ml hodnbidg,

The Warld Bank's
Global Director
of Water, Saroj
Humar Jha, said
his ingtitution’s
platform will

b bullt on
ntarmatiaonal
best practices.
i pnorhos by

L c| E3= e nprary

risk, resilience platform

CLIMATE ACTION

World Bank launches drought

[nitiative to strengthen decision-making frameworks and governance to tackle the issue

MNadin Hossan Hivacdb

A new platform designed

o help governments
moniior and manage
drought risks has
bheen lannched by the
World Bank at COP1&
in Riyadh, as concerns
over the global impact
of water scarcity grow.

The Drought Kisk and Resithence
Assessment aims (o strengthen
decision-making  frameworks
and governance to help tackle
LIS Erowing ssane,

The platform is designed to
provide governments with tools
o better understand droughis,

create mechanisms [or ongoinge

action, amd anticipate and
manage future risks.
It comes after Sauch Arabis

sl COPFE (0 announce the
Hivadh Global Droughi Resal-
ience Partnership. wihnch aims to
provide early warning systems,
traming, and capacily building
for B0 countries most valnerable
to 3 back of water.

speaking at the meeting of the
Convention o Combal Desertill-
citticn, the World Bank Glodsal
Ihrector of Water, Saro] Rumar
Jha, said his institution's platform
will be “boilt on international
TR practices”  hamessing
experiise  [Mom  povermments,
srbenitists, and practitioners.

“Droughts  do

supcldenly bul develop sradually

D

Experts speak at a pansl during COP16 in Riyadh on Tussday.

over tme,” he said “"What is
important is that we need a
avstem by which different parts
of 1he pFovernanesl are able 1o
collect the data,”

Jha added that mosi devel
oping couniries lack national
drought monitors to systemati-
cally collect data on feciors such
crops,  waler, rainfall,
temperature,  humichty, an«d
weal hver,

He emphasized that estab-
lishing these monitors  would
become a key focus area moving
frwrand,

Disama Fageeha, Sawdl Arabias
ceputy minister of environmient,
highlighted the global urgency of
atldressing droughits, noting that
prajections suggest more than
hall of the worlds popualation
could face water scarcity in the
coming decades.

He paointed o the mereasing
spread] of droughis 1o

s sl

(4w

FEEans, particulany Tatin
America, where 33 percent isnow
exposed to the phemomenaon,
“What the oullook 1= telling
ws 15 that maybe this number
15 expected to double or even
mare,” Fageeha said. He also
wamed about the economic
and  social
drought, nclading s impact
on food prices, migration, and

Coisequenoes ol

coonomic stability, The deputy
minister also emphasized that

A0 percent of the impact of

willer scarcity falls on agricul-
fural communities, particulary
small-scale farmers, He called
for more global action to combal
drought, underscoring that
Saudi Arabia has long relied on
innovative approaches to water
mAEEement,

“Wie have (o realize that B
perocent of freshwater 1= 1n
s0il, mot in the rvers, not in
the lakes — its in the sod, and
when drought hiis, the soll dries
and life is taken away from it”
Fageeha zakd, adding that every
dollar put In resilience  and
preparcdness saves 55 (o 51
from the response

Global call to action
Speakers af ODPIE emipliasized
the Interconnected nature of the
crisis and the urgent need l[or
collaborative sodutions.

Caama Fageeha
Soudi Arahdn's
deputy ministar
of environment,
highlighted the
global urgenaoy
af aderasaing
diraughts,

FASTFACTS

® The platform is designad
to provide govarnments with
toals to better undearstand

:Ir-nunh‘l!:n, create mechanisms
for ongoing action, and

anticipate and manage
future risks,

& Globally, since 1998, the
workd has lost 20 percent of
its natural capital per capita.

& Land degradation alone
costs the global economy 10
parcent of its gross domaestic
product annually.

& Most developing countries
lack national drought monitors
to systematically collect data
an factors such as soll, erops,
water, rainfall, tempearature,
humidity, and weaather,

Vilere Hickey, global environ-
ment director at the World Bank,
hizhlizhted the economic toll
of environmental degradation,
saving: “"Globally, since 19495,
the world has lost 20 percent of
its matural capital per capita”
s sadcl, adding that band degra-
dation alone costs the global
coonomy 10 percent of its gross
domestic product anmuaally,

The Kingdom's efforts to tackle
the issue also align with broader
chvironmental goals, ncluding
its Sauch and Maddle East Green
Tnitkatives, which alm 1o comhbal
deseriilcation and  expand

vegriation cover.,

Avman Ghulam, CEQ of the
Mational Center of Meteo-
roboEy, elaborated ofn  Saud
Arabia's  proactive  response
i the challenges posed Iy
sancl and dost storms,  wiich
are worsening due o climate
change.

These
reglonal
monitoring  and mitigating  the
effects of storms, while the
Climate Change Center addresscs
broader environmental impacts.

The cloud seeding program,
another critical initative, works
to enbance rainfall and combat
arichity, Supporting Wikter
s e managemenl il
reducing  the vulnerabihity of
affected arcas.

dedicated

foecusing  on

inchude a
CETiter

“These efforts  demonstirate
the Ringdoms  commitment
1 sustalnable development,

environmental Conservation
and addressing the challenges
e climate change and sand and
cust storms, and droaght and
land degradation,” Ghulam said.

Faqecha wrged global stake-
holders to act decisively. “The

me o acl 1 now” h-l' skl

emphasizing  thal  resibenoe
requires parinerships across
povernments, NGOs, and the

private sector,

By fostering collaboration and
eVeraging innovative sodutions,
the iniftiatives announced ai
COPIE pim fo adelress aone of Uwe

moesl pressng global challemnges,
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Robust manufacturing sector lifts

Saudi industrial index by 5%

Other contributors to growth included the manufacture of chemicals and chemical products

Miguel Hadchity Fvadh

Saudl Arabla’s Indusirial
production index rose
by 5 percent year on
vear in October, driven
by robust growth across
ey economic sectors,
official data showed.,

According to figures from the
General Anthority for Statis-
tes, the ndex also edged up
0.4 percend month on month,
resching 1069 palnis,

The mining and Quarrying
sub-index, which inclodes ol
production, recorded a slight
0.4 percent annual increase,
with oil cutput ticking up o 8.687
milllon harrels per day from
8,94 milhon a vear eirlier.

Despite the annmual increase,
manthly performance for this
seCior remalined stable with no

significant changes recorded
between september and
Dictoher.

Th 1:|.'||||:|.I':H'I|.|.r'1:|||,: RCOr

comtinued 1ts robust growth,
recording a 2.4 percent year-
on=year increase in October.
This expansion was primarily
driven by a 316 percent surge
in the production of coke and
refined petroleam  prodocts
-:'r|-:||'|]|:|r|'|| Lo e ssamne ol |1 al
2023

Sauddi Arabias  industnial
production, central to Vision
20340, is driving economic diver-
throwgh manuafac-
Leiringe and non-ol growih,

Other contributors o the
sector's growth incloded the

gl ficatbon

Snudl Arabla’s industrial
production, cemntral to Vislan
2030, Is driving ecapnamie
diversification through
minnufacturing and nen-all
growth, Fla

manufacture of chemicals
and chemical products, which
raose by 006 percent, and food
products, which grew by 4.8
11I"|'I'l|']!|f.

On a month-to-month basis,

the manufacturing sub-index
aclvanced by 11 percent, driven

by a 2.7 percent increase incoke
arl refined petroleam products
amed a 0.2 percent rise in chemi-
cals and chemical products.

Other manufacturing activi-
thes exhibited wvaried growih
The
mom-meetallie mineral products
increased by 1S percent vear on
viear amnd 0.8 percent month on
maTit .

Bask: metals manubpcturing
expanded by 4.3  percent
annually and | percent comparaed
1 The previos moni .

Tl e, manubacture of

Paper and paper produoect
manufacturing saw an 1l percent
annual rise and a 11 percent
manthly while the
production of electrical devices
grew by 0.2 percent year-on-
viear and 0.1 percent month on
manih

|TBC T,

Furniture manufacturing
posted notable growih, rising
144 percent annually  and
0.5 percent monthly. Other

ecompomic activities within the
manufacturing sector recorded
g 4.3 percent  year-on-vear

increase and a 03 percent
monthly wptich.
In the utilities sector, the

sub-index for eleciricity, gas,
steam, and &ir Conditioning
supply rose by 6.2 percent vear
on year. Similarly, the sub-index
for waler supmy and sewerage
as well as waste managemendt
activities climbed by 8.4 percent
over the same period.

The=e sectors also recorded
positive monthly growth, The
sub-index for electricily, gas,
steam, and air conditioning

INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION
INDEX (OCTOBER 2024)

N Frmaraniges CIoe s vl Tl
G 1o ) i,

-

Ty AT OO,
AT
1
B.2% 0,85
, EB, #
m;w e

Boiwra. Detrwrnl ST o Sewimdiee  AAN SIS

supply rose by 0.9 percent
companrsd to Scptember
2024, while the water supply,
sewerape, and waste manage
ment sub-index increased by 14
percent.

In October, odl-related activi-
Hes expanded by 54 percent
vedr on vedar and 0.5 percent
month on month.

Non-otl activities also showed
sillid growth, rising 4 percent
and 03  percend
monthly, This highlights Saudi
Arabia®s commitment to diversi-
IVing It ippcluesi rial bhase s [
o 185 Vision 2004 initiative,

The 1Pl tracks changes in
indusirial ouatput, using the
International Standard Induos-
irial Classifbcation framework to
manitor seclors such as mining,
manufacturing, wiilities, and
wastec managcment.

annually

Fitch Batings has reafMirmed Saud
Aramco’s long-term isswer default
ratings at “A-" for both Forelgmn-
anel local-currency  ratings, with
a stable outlheok, reflecting the of
mant's strong financial standing
and its crucial role in the Saudi
eIy,

The rating Is undermpinned by
Arameo’s mobaest financial profile,
though it 15 capped by the rating
of itz majority sharcholder, the
sall government, which owns
8148 peroent of the company. The
Fubdic Investment Fund holds an
atlcditical 16 percent,

Actopding 1o Fiich, this stric-
ture influences Aramoo’s ratings
due to the governments sinifi-
cant stake and control

Fitch assiemed Aramoo a stamd-
alogwe  credit  prodile ol
highlighting  its =ofid linancal
position, The apency also gave
e COMpany & short-term IDR of
“Fi+ which = aligned with the

s, n
HF

RATING

rating. The affitma-

SCACETELETI
Bion comes after Ammoo’s strong
performance i 2023 when iis
postal Boud production averaged
10,7 mallldon barrels per day, and s
hydirocarbon outpul reached 12.8
million barreds of ol cqguivalent

per day.
This performance  outpaced
major glohal peers,  incheding

Shell, TotalEnergies, and BE.
In lis gtatement, Fitch noded thad
Arimco’s  Rlng

by Saamdl Arabaas abng, o lme

{8 constraimed

In 2024, Sawd|

Arameo e
sxpecied to pay
total dividends
of $124 bilkon.

Flld

with Fitchs Government-Related
Entitics Rating Criteria.

This s doe to the Fovern-
ments suhstantial influence over
Arameo, particulardy s regulation
ol procuction levels in accordance
with OFEC + commitmetits.

Fitch also ecmphasized the
company’s “veny Strong”™ gover-
manee, reflecting the povernment s
sirategic oversight, inchading the
ability to determine Arameos
i sustainable ofl prodoc-

Lo capacity,

Fitch aftfirms Saudi Aramco
at ‘A+" with stable outlook

Fitch also praised Arameos
sustamnable dividend policy, which
is set to inclede a base dividend
of 5812 hillion in 3024, with
addittional  performance-Hinked
pEavoals, “Under our oil e
assumptons, we cxpect Saudi
Ammeos capital expenditures
and base dividend paymenis to be
hroadly covered by opserating cash
o

"We  also assume  that  the
company has the flexibality to
acljusd s dividend commitment
if oil prices decline or if capatal
expendiiures  excocd curment
forecasts,” Fitch said.

In 2024, Aramcn B expected
i pay todal dividends of 3124
balleon, imchacing 3651 balkion
m performance-linked  payouts,
reflecting record cash fows from
20225 Fitch forecasts a redoc-
on in capltal expenditures from
550 hillion in 2024 to £35 billion
by 2028 with anmual dividends
profected to decrease 10 382 bilkion
oveT Lhe samee peerioad

STOCKS

Saudi main

index conlinues
upward trend

Mirmml Naraymnan = yacdh

Sl Arabifs Tadlavwul All Share
Index continwed its upward trend
for the third consecutive day, as
il |,._'?||.|||'-e:| 0624 pomls oF (.80
percent o chose at BTG4

The total trading tomover
of the benchmark index was
SHRE95 billion (31,85 hillion) with
NG stocks sdvancing, while 118
cleclinimg,

Sawdi Arabia’s paralle]l marke
Momu also cdeed up by 5456
points o close at 3155761, while
the MSCT Tadawul Index saimed
15.72 podnis to 1, 532 32,

Anaam  International Holding
Groaipr was 1he |I-I'.'-i1-]:lll'1‘|"lll'|'||:i“j.:
stock of the day, The company’s
share prce surged by 637 peroent
to SECL42,

Sathti  Research amd  Media
Group was another op guner,
with the companys share price
mmcreasing by 4253 pemoent to
SI2S8A.

Conversely, the share price of

Banan Real Estate Co. slipped by
488 pereent to SHT3E,

Om Decdl, shares of Jahex
Intermational Co. for Information
systems Technology delated on
Sanddl Arabda’s meain exchange, The
commpany’s share price, however,
slippeed by B0 percenit to SR34.200

Un the parallel market, Dan

[HTIGHLIGHT

The total trading turnover
of the benchmark index was
SRE.95 billion ($1.25 billion)
with 110 stocks advancing,
while N8 declining.

Almarkabah for Renting Cars Cao
was the best perfformer with its
share prioe increasing by K42
percenit to SHEO

saiad Hussam Bin Dejam Group
armoumnced that B received an
approval  from Sauckl | Arahia’s
Capital Market Authostty 1o Mot
2005 mlhon shares on Nofmau,



ARAB NEWS Wednesday, December 11, 2024

Business News

13

Lebanan's dollar-danaminated banda Aurged by 30 parcent in 10 days, reaching 13 coents to the dollar on Des, 8. Haoutoers

FINANCE

LL.ebanon dollar bond rally

sparks hope for reforms

FFast-changing situation in neighboring Syria contributed to the surge

Migusl Hadchity Fiyadh

A rally in Lebanon's dollar-
denominated bonds a day
after Syrian militant groups
removed President Bashar
Assad from power shows
growing optimism For
econmmic and governance
reforms in the reglon,

acoording to an expert.

Makram Makarem, a sendor
ifirector al Bedrut-based  Invest-
ment amd Capital Bank, told
Arab News that the prospect of
reducest  external | infleence  In
Lebanon through Irmian prosies
in Sy, as well as the weakening
of Hezbollah, has boosted imvestor
confidence.  Lehanon's  dollar-
denomdnated bonds  surged by
30 percent in 10 days, reaching 15
pents to the dollar on Dec, 8 data
from Bloomberg showed.

Al least nine of the country’s
dollar bonds, maturing between

2r3E aml A7 traded above 12
oenils, a sgnihcant nse rom ter
average for much of the year,

The 2020 bonds sow the largesi
Incresse, rsimg 200 cents o 1256
cents on the dollar — the highest
since December 2022 Heuters
reparted

Although sl significantly
bebow face value, the bomds have
radbied mubtipde times sinee: Israel’s
recent military striloes in Lebanon

"This optimizm stems  from
expectations of reduced political
interference and greater focus on
errermance.” sakl Makarem.

The financial adviser at the

Letanese  institution  explained
that the bomd =urge 15 drven by a
combination of propolitical and
econoimic faciors.

The remsoval of Prestdent Assads
poaeriument  has  disrupled  a
crucial supply route for Hezbollah,
the Iran-backed Lebanese militia
chestgmated as a termorist group
by the US, He pointed out that

TTIGHLIGHTS

® At least nine of the
country's dollar bonds,
maturing between 2026 and
2037, traded above 12 cents,
a significant rise from thelr
average for much of the year.

& The 2029 bonds saw the
largest increase, rising
2.03 cants to 12.76 cants
on the dollar — the highest
sinoe Decambar 2022

this, ocoupled wiath  growing
expectaiions of a breakthrough
in Lebanons ong-stalled  prest-
cbential election, has  improved
Investor sentiment.

While the outlook is promisine,
Lebanoms  entrenched corrup-
ton amd political isefliciencies
prese challenges, requnng strong
reforms and sustained  inlemma-
tional support for meaningful
progress, he added. Om the

eeasainic fromt, Makarem under-
fimed that onpoing state  debt
restructuring efforts and histor-
il recovery rates for defaulied
honds, which typécally range from
20 pereent to 50 percent, “indicate
that curvent bomd levels are undier-
valued, with recovery estimates
prijecied between 20 percent and
S0 percent.”

Additionally, n=mg gold prices

which are positively cormelated
wilh Lehanmon s recovery prospsechs
due to the country’s gold rescrves

along with restructuring cfforts
in the banking sector, have raised
erowih expectations.

"Hewvever, sustaining this senti-
mentl will depend on Lebanon's
ahility to implement reforms and
navigate s entrenched political
and  economle  challenges”  he
achde], The bond rally has kaid
the groundwork for  potential
poomsalc recovery by boosting

canficdence in Lebanon's financial
markels,

UAE to
impose 15%
minimum
lavon
MJ-'\"(ZE:

Arab News ~yncdh

The UAE will impose a 15 percent
piindmam op-up ax oon  large
mulinational companies starting
in  January, accomling o the
country's Finance Ministry,

This meove 15 part of the TTAES

drategy o mcrease  non-all
revenue and aligm with ghobal
tax oreforms. The Domesbc
Minimum Top Up Tax is part
of the OECI global mdndmom
corporate Ay agreeament, which
hias been signed by 1536 countnies,
mmcleding the UAE. The indtiative
is to ensure that large corpora-
tons pay & mmimimaem tax rate of B
perceni and address tax avoldance
praciices. Under amendments o
the corporate tax kbw, the DMTT
will apply 0 companies with
consolidated global revenues of
E95) mullkon (57935 million) or
more in at least two out of the four
financial years leading up to the
taxs implementation. “The TIAE
has shifted from a tax haven o a
boar-tax jurisdiction with the intro-
duction of a 9 percent corporate
tax rate in 20237 suid Bal Krishen,

FASTFACTS

& The initiative aims

to ensure that large
corporations pay a minimum
tax rate of 15 percent.

& The DMTT will apply to
companies with consolidated
global revenues of 37935
million ar more in at least two
out of the four financial years.

chaarman of Century Groug

The DMTT ks part of the OECLYs
“Two-Pllar Solution” which
mancates that large myuktinational
erterprises pay a munimum ellec-
tiviee Llax mate: of 15 percent on prolits
carned ineach country where they
operate. Rrishen sakk “This move
aims o create a far ax system

anicl boost revenues for econamic
dversification beyond ol”

He sa despite the 15 percent
rate, the UAE will still be competi-
tive cormpared to countries like the
UK. The UAES Finance Minstry
also revealed that i is considering
additional corporate fax moen-
tives, including one l[ocused on
research and development that
wionild apply to tax periods starting
m 226, This expenditure-based
incentive could provide a refund-
ahle tax credit of 30 percent to 50
percent, dependime on the sze
and revenue of the company.

The ministry i also exploring
a refundable fax credit for high-
value  employment activities,
which would be offered to compa-
nies based on ellgible emploves
iredmee costs, This mcentive coaled
cotwe mto effect an Jan. 1, 2025,

Bi>Briefs
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Trade

China’s exporits
slow sharply in
November

China'’s exports slowed sharply
and imports unexpectedly
shrank in November, The
disappoimting trade zures
fislloww ey Indicators showing
patchy growth in November,
Chuthouancd shapmenis grew
6.0 percent last month, data
showed on Tuesday, missing
a forecast 8.5 peroent increase
and doawn from a 12.7 percend
rse m October, Cf more
concern for authoribes, imports
shrank A8 percent, their worst
performance in mine monihs
and da=hing expectations
for a OU3 percent increasse,
heeping alive calls for more
Pl supgort o oD up
chomestic demand. Reuters

Prices

Uh grocery
inflation rises
o 2.6%: data

Hritish shoppers faced
increased pressure on thedr
Bruickpets st month alter
grocery price infation
edged higher, Industry
chata showedd on Twescay.
Market researcher hantar
said annual procery price
inflation was 16 percent
in the four weeks (o Dec. 1,
having been 2.3 percent in the
previous four-weels period.
Prices are nsing fastest in
products such as toothbrushes,
chilled smoothies amd jubces,
and fragrances and falling
fastest in items inchuding
houselwld paper products,
b food and ambient swvory
meals, hantar s=aid, Reuters

Chart of
THE DAY

In 2023, Chéna recorded the
highest nstalled renewnble

enorgy capacity glabally

Hogrng: Tatiztn

RENEWABLE ENERGY
CAPACITY 2023 i G
L o

B0

ChiFi LS Eruizl

What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Moment of Lift

MELIMDA FRENCH GATES

Ini this candid and inspiring
book, Malinda Gates traces
her awakening to the link
batweaan womean's
empowerment

and the health of
sooiatias says a
review published on
goodreads.com.

Dutlook

Global airlines
raise profit
forecast for 2025

LGlobal airlines on Toesday
rilsed thetr profit forecast foy
2025 compared to the prior
vedr, projeciing revenues af
e than $1 trillioan for the
first time and a record 5.2
hillion passenzers globally,
Airlimes around the world
hive =0 then growth
hampered by difficaltics at
Baoeing and Alrbns which
have delaved jel deliveries,
Without newer planes,
airlines say they canmot cut
hack jet fuel costs, S6ll, the
International Alr Trmnsporn
Associabion s it expected
the worldwide industry to
generate £36.6 billion of net
profit this vear. Rewters

She shows somea of the
treamendous opportunities
that axist right now to
*turbo-c hnrﬂu'
change. And she
provides simple and
effective ways aach
one of us can makes
a differenca.

Manufacturing
ltaly industry

outpui siagnaies
in October

[talian industrial oudpat
was flat in October firom the
marith belore, a weaker than
expected reading, following
a revisod (.3 percent decline
in September, data showed

A Reuters survey of 18
aralysis hawd potnted to
a (.2 percent month-on-
month increase in October.
September’s data was revised
up marginally from an onginalky
reporied fall of 0w percent. On
a work-day adjusted year-on-
vear hasls, ndustrial catpot
was down 3.8 percend, the Zist
eonsecutive annual decline,
after a 39 percent drop in
September, national statistics
bureau ISTAT said. Reuters

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews



i1
w8

Cwur alliance with M Integrated
Solutions goes bevond conventional
collaboration: i represents a
meeling of vision and values,

Salrman Al-Agimorl

Yoo Fresident of NaF almapml inpsstment

Mall Alrajhi  Investment, a
Sauds  investment  groap, has
announced a strategic partner-
ahip with M Integrated Solutions
PLLC, a creative agency and glohal
leader i lve events and immer-
sive storvielling

The partnership will reshape
the landscape of live events in
the Kingdom, bringing a unigue
fusion of business acumen and
creative  storyielling  that  will
resonate deeply with audiences,

M has a reputation lor engaging
with hve aodiences n excess of
G50,000, delivering  personal
EXperiences  AcToss viaried
demographics and culiures, an«d
o every contisent. The company
his a track record of delivering
sirategic, high-impact live events
for povernments, brands, and
organizations around the world,
M= clients include the Dubai
World Cup, Commonwealth
surmvmibt, CO0OP, FIFA, Obhmpic
Councll of Asia, Infernational
Olyvmpic  Commmittes, Toyola,
BAE Systems, Airbus, and various
sovernmental agencies like the
Department for Edocation, o
nare i few,

Salman Al-Asmari, vice presi-
dent of Nail Almaght  Inmvest-
ment, said: "“Cur alliance with M
Integrated Solutions goes bevond
conventional collaboration; ot
represents a meecting of vision
and values, with both companies
dedlicated to fosfering growth in

FRESS RELEASES
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STRATEGIC COLLABORATION

This partnarahip
Bra weiinr

Naif Riraghi
Investment and

M integrated
Solutions PLC

line with the Kingdom’s Vision
2030 ohjectives and  beyondd.
Together, we alm to shape the
[uture of live, immersive story-
telling, driving both innovation
and ecmotional engagement that
resonate with our people and our
culture”

Founded more than 30 vears
agn, M brings a heritage of excel-
lence in strategic  stonvtelling,

audience  engagement,  and
brand-building.
Through Lhis rollabora-

tion, M plans to build upon and
strengthen its presence in the
Kingdom, positioning isell as the

EXCELLENCE IN HEALTHCARE

Aster Sanad Hospital

bags 4-star global rating
from Newsweek

Aster Sanad Hospital — & moalti-
specialty  hospltal in Rivadh
and part of GCC% integrated
healthcare provider Aster DM

Healthcare bagged o fouar-
star rating in MNewsweck's
prestigions Global  Hospital

Rating survey, This inclusion
highlizhis Asters commitment
to excellence and Innovation in
healthcare, placing it among the
Few hospatals in Riyadh and the
Ringdom to achieve this level of
recognition.

The Global Hospital Rating,
curated through a collabora-
ton betwesn Newsweelk and
Statista, serves as 4 comprehen-
sive benchmark that evaluates
hospitals worldwide across five
critical criteria:  provision of
care, timeliness of care, patient
experience amnd safety, IT and
healthcare  technology,  and
employer atirachiveness,

To elevate patient cxperi-
ence at the hospital, Aster
Sanad recently Inangurated a
S0-beedl grand wing, bringing
the hospital capacity to 250
beds. The new wing, featuring
VIP and single rooms thought-
fully designed for  comfort

and privacy, allows patients to
recover [na trandguil and sophls-
ticated environment,

Alisha Moopen, managing
director and group CEQ, Aster
DM Healthcare, said “Aster
Sanad  Hospital's  four-star
raling in Newsweek's presti-
gioes Global Hospital Rating
nat only solidifies our position
as one of the leading hospitals
in the Kingdom but also uander-
sCores our commitment Lo the
highest standards of clinical
excellence and patient care.
This recognition motivates us
to continue pushing bound-
anies and challenging our own
benchmarks, az we strive to
get mew standards of excel-
lence for hospitals across the
region. We remain dedicated to
evolving our services (o meet
anicl exceed the needs of Rivadh
amncd  the wider community
Wi serve”

Mohamed Al-Shaman, CEC of
Aster Hospitals and Clinics, Sandi
Arabida, sald: “In i a great homor
[or Aster Sanad to be recognized
among the few hospitals in the
Kingdom (o earn a distinguished
four-star and above rating.”

provider of choice for Live evenl
sifutions that bridge culture,
COMmmerce acumen, and creativity
I empower brands © nod only
tell their stones, but (o engage
andiences, creating moments that
are unforgettabde.

Jim Curley, M5 CEQ, said: “This
partnership reflects a deliberate
strategy (o [ormalize aml expand
our presence in Saudi Arabiaa,
leveraging MNall Alrajhl  Tnvest.
ment’s cultural and business
exportise to deepen our relation-
ships at the highest levels of
governiment and industry. Owur
combined sirengihs will allow

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Global live event agenc
inks Kingdom partnersh

HIGHLIGHT

Through this collaboration,

M plans to bulld upon and
strengthen its presance in the
Kingdom, positioning itsalf as
the provider of choice for live
event solutions that bridge

culture, commerce acumen, and

creativity to empowaer brands.

us o deliver a new caliber of
expericnoes, making us the go-to
aeency  for brands looking to
make meaningful activities in
the Kinpdom.”

John Young, excoutive creative
director of M, said: “Saudi
Arabla has always been o canvas
for remarkabde creativity and
inmovation, and we're thrlled to
formalize our role m shaping the
countrys live event marketing
speace, Were exciied to bring
ol International expertise and
unbgque creative approach o a
market that values bold ideas and
groundbreaking experiences”

The parnership is sel to
redicfine live cvenits inm Sawdi
Arabia, bridging local values and
international expertise to deliver
unparalleted hrand experiences,

Bupa Marathon supports
public health, environment

Bupa Arabia f[or Coopera-
tive Insurance hosted lis Bupa
Marathon 2024 on Nov. 3} in
Rivadh's Misk City. The event,
held under the slogan “Your
steps bring life to our environ-
ment.” brought topether more
than 2500 participanis of all
apes  and abilities, including
peopde with  speclal  needs,
lo support the twin causes of
public health and environmental
sustaimability,

The marathon was supporied
by Mohammed Hin Salman
Nonprafitable City, the Saudi
Sports for All Federation, and
the Ministry of Sports, reflecting
the COape T LN R |
govermmental authorities and
the private sector o enhance
physical activity and health
awareness in Saudi society.

Hanen  Al-Rashesd won  first
place in the 10-Km Wornen's race,
while Abdulrahman Al Anssary
bagzed Arst position in the men's
category. In the five-km race,
Moor Al-Jubour and Mahmoud
Csman emerged winmers in their
respeciive categories.

Meanwhile, In the -km race,
Jana El-Houshy baggred  first

position among women  while
Yassine Laff came first in the

men's category, In the special

needs. category, Omar Mahdi
won first place in the I-km race.

Alshereefl Hamideddin, senior
executive dimector of marketing
at Pupa Arabia, said: “This
marathon i not only a race
for spaort, but its an invitation
o modivaie the COMImnIY 1o
adopt an effective and  healthy
lifestyle, as well as maintain the
environment. We are proad of
the positive energy and the huge
attemlance that we  witneusoed
from all the participants; tis
assures  the mportance of
sivch activitltes 1o enhanee
COMmuntty sparit.”

In line with its commitmeni
i preserving  the  environ-
ment, Bupa Arabla planted a
tree across the Kingdom lor
every participant. The initiative
alms [0 InCrease green spaces
and enhance environmental
AWAICTIC RS,

The Bupa Marathon is part
of Bupa Arabias “Live Right”
program, which  unched
in 2022 o promode a culbure
of healthy lifestyles in the
Kingdom. The marathon is also
in line with the goals of Sandi
Viglon 2030 which include
enhancing physical activity,
improving public health, and
SUPDOrTng
sustainability.

environmenial

Corporate
Briefs
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Sustainability

ADIO partners
with climate tech
leader Partanna

The Abu Dhabi Investment
Chice has partnered with
Fartanna, a Bahamian climate
tech company, to establish its
regional headquarters and a
state-ol-the-art manufactur-
mg factlity m Abu Dhaba,

This collaboration, an-
nounced during the inao-
gural Abu Diahi Business
Week. held Dec. 46 under
the patronage of Crown
Prinvce of Abu Dhabd and
Chalrman of the Abu T¥habi
Executive Council Sheikh
Khaled bin Mohamed bin Za-
ved Al-Nahvan, will establish
Abu Dhabd as the regional
epkcenier for cartson-nega-
Live butlding materials,

Secure Network

Cisco unveils

plug-and-play
Al solutions

Cison announced new ad-
ditions to its data center
infrastructure portfolko: an Al
server amily puarpose-balt for
GPU-intensive Al workloads
with NVIDIA accelerated com-
prding, and Al PODs (o sim-
phfy and de-risk Al infrastme-
ture investiment. They give
organizations an adaptable and
scalable path to AL supporied
by Ciseo's indhastry-leacing
networking capabilities.

“Enterprise custiners are
under pressure to deploy Al
workloads, especially as we
move loward agentic work-
Hows and Al begins solving
prodlems on its own,” sald
Jesetu Patel, chiel product
officer, Cison,

Global Hosplitality

Hilton on
expansion spree
in Morocco

Hiltom is accelerating its plans
b e than doubde s portio-
|$0 i Moroeco with the sign-
g of nine hotels across seven
of its ghohal brands, inchading
the debut of its iconic Waldorf
Astoria Hotels and Hesorts
birand in the capatal ety of
Fabet, This ks in aclclition fo the
itradhection of its hixury LXR
Hotels and Resorts, lifestyle
Curio Collection by Hilton,
and value-drinven Hampion by
Hilton brands to the country.

Carlos Khneisser, vice presi-
denl, developaent, Middle
East and Africa, Hilton, saick
“With 131 million towrists visit-
ing Morocoo in the first nine
rcavihas of this vear, an increase
ol armined 2 million compared
b Uhe saume period kst year, the
COUniry is experiencing signih-
cant momenium as a soughi-
after towris! destination”



Manchester City manager Pop Guasrdicia during
tradning af tha Etthad Campus. Manchaster,

Britadn, ahead of thelr Champions Leagse clash
agninst Mtalinn glants Juvertus on Wednesday
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Saudi Arabia crowned inaugural

champion of FIFAe World Cup
featuring Rocket League

e Saudi Arabia triumph against Irance in the first of 3 FIFAe Wor

ld Cup finals

e Next to be decided are FIFAe World Cup featuring eFootball on mobile and console

Arab News Fad

The lirst FIFA¢« World Cup
featuring Rocket League
conchided with Sandi
Arabia being crowned
world champions after four
days of intense competition.
As players represented their national
teams for the first time on the Rochet
League soene, the Ringdom claimed
VIcloFy e Frinde In the final (o
fake the tithe and b the troghy n
Rivacth at the weekend.

The winning team was made
up of Rwf, Riileerrz, tricsl] and
dyoom-24, whose road to sucoess
saw them defeal some of the
worlds best plavers and natsonal
[eamms, Sileen natons ook par
in the Imavgural towrmsament at the
SEF Arena ot BLVD Rivadh City,

saudi Arabias triumph will be
seedy as further confirmmation of its
growing mfluence in the gobal

esports soene, with the country
heavily mvesting in the gaming
Brosyslem as part o s Vishon
2000 strateey

The FIFAe Finals 20024 features
multiple ttles wnder the FlFAe
banmer for the first ime. During
fhi corse of the event a todal e
posial wal S50 000 will bee distrib-
uted across the three world cups.

Attention mow turns o the FIFAe
World Cups featuring  elFoodhall
o mohile and consode, whisch will
Bath conclode an Dec 12,

Tickets go on sale

Arab News t=cicdzn

Formula E kas today announced
ithat tickets for the 2025 Jeddah
E-Prix — the new host city for the
all-electric championships race
event n the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia — are on sale,

The Early Bird sale has begun,
with prices starting from SAR 50
(%131, giving fans the opportunity
[0 recenve 25 percent off Talk-
price bekets ahead of the general
sale on Sunday, Dee. 22, when
lickets will start at SAR 70

Following =x  sucocessful
previouws  evenis im Dirivah,
Formula E will returm to Saudi
Arabia, which will play host to
R 2Ye Fils S st By Vear.
The 20025 Jeddah E-Prix will take
place on Feb. 14-15 at the Jeddah
Corniche Gircuit, sel  azainst
the backdrop of the Red Ses
et e

“Brnging Formula E to Jeddah
for the first time 15 an exciting
miilestome for the champlonshig,”

Jefl Dodds, CEQ of Formula E.,

Playess af Toam Saud Arabin with thedr panind cards after winaing the FIFA: Waorld Cup foaturing Rocket League at SEF Arena in Riyndh, Goozan Ao FIFS

After six years in Diriyah, Formula E
actian in Saud| Arabia will move (o
Jaddah In 2028, Suppied

sakicd. “Sanpdi Arabia has heena key
part ol our journey, and racing in
Jeddah reflects our commitment
to growing the sport im new and
diynamic cities around the waorld.
The combination of Jeddah’

" LECTRIC CTCAR RACING

rich  motorsport  culture  and
ity [orward-thinking vision [or
sustainability makes it an 1deal
host for Formula E. We can't
wait to see the cars light up the
ioonic Corndche  Shorl
and deliver a spectacular debual
race for fans”

This will be the s

fans m Sauch Arabeg can calch

Caread

Lirme

a glimpse of the all-new GENS
Evo race car as it is put through
its paces on the revised Jeddah
Caornbche Clrewdl, The pew GEMNS
Exvo car is capable of O-G0mph in
just L82 seconds — 36 percent
faster than the jrevious GEND
and 30 peroent faster than a

FASTFACTS

e Saud| Arabia will walcomea
Formula E to Jaddah in 2025
for Season Tl after six years of

racing in Diriyah,

# Rounds 2 and 4 of the all-

elactric seras will take place
on Feb, 14-13 at o revised
Jeddah Corniche Short Circuit,

current Formila Cne car. “We
are thrifled to bring Formula
E to M«lidah Tor the first thme
in 20025 salkl Alberto Longo,
co-founder and chief champi-
onship officer, Formula E. "This
cily embodies a umgue Blend

for inaugural Jeddah E-Prix

of tradition and mnovation that
cedines oy champronship, This
new adddition Lo the calendar also
hizghlizhis our ongoing commii-
ment to expanding the reach of
Farmula E, and we ook forward

I::-lrl.ql-i:n;_ history n Saudi Arabda
CHRCE again.”

Carlo Boutagy, founder of
CBX, promoter of the Jeddah
E-Prix, added: “It 15 incredibly
exciting to be bringing Formula
E to Jeddah for the first Lime,
showcasing the power of
clectric motorsport o another
part of Saudi Arakia.

“Not only will Jeddah provide
thrilling racing as teams face
new challenges on an unfamdliae
Mg i, bl we are ::Ir—n |'|'r'.'|1ir|;
expenienoes and activathons away
from the recing o cngage our
fans to offer the most entertaining
weekend possible, whether that
bse thedr thme In the Fan Village or
the conoerts alter the race,”

Tickets for 2025 Jeddah
E-Prix are available for =sale
froin WeBook,

f\;{)_()f‘/'
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FIFPRO voto

Messi, Ronaldo
miss out on

men's YWorld X1

N0 Lione] Mess) and no Cris-
Ham Romalcs, The all-time
Fosortbaall greats did mot make
the men's workd team of the
vear organized by global play
ers’ union FIFPRO on Monday.
The 37-vear-old Messt, who
plays for MLS sade Inter Miami,
and the 3%vear-old Ronalclo,
whio plays for Al-Nassr in the
Sandi Pro League, were the
only plavers not with Earope-
an clubs voded onbo a 26-man
shwrilist by FIFFRO Last week
This year's testm of the year
Peditured =iX plavets [roim
record 15-tme Champions
Leapue winner RHeal Madricd
and four from Premier League
heavywetght Manchesie
City, with Liverpoal's stancout
center hadl Virgal van Dgk the
other player selected. AP

Bike crash

Cycling great
Eddy Merchx
breaks a hip

Cycling great Eddy Merckx
birake a hip in a crash while
bake riching, Belgtan medaa
reported on Monday.

The Het Nicuwsblad news
paper, cquoting his family,
siid the T8 vyear-old Merchx
would undergo surpery at
Herventals hospital. Other
Felgian media also reporied
Mercky's crash,

AMerchx is regarded as the
ercatest oyclist ever. He won
five Tour de France ttkes amd
three world champéonships, AP

With Spain, Portugal
Morocco seis
stage for 20350
World Cap

After decades ol unsuccess-
Ful bicks, Momoco will finalky
achieve its long-chenished
dream of hostinge the foothall
Warkd Cups in 2030, alow: with
Sparn and Portugal, i whal
the North Alncan country
hopses will boost its interna-
ticweal image and ecomnomy,

FIFA is set to formally
ratify the trio's candidacy on
Wednesday, with Argentina,
Lirigaay e I-":l::l'.:ala.:l:r.alr-ur
hostingg a game each o mark
a cenfury since the very first
World Cup was staged in
South America. AFP
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dreg Sivarman — whose Stumpede
Ventures praviously inked a
10-mowle deal with Boaudl Arabda’'s
Flim Alldla = attended the soreening
of one of those fiims, "K-Pops.” ot the
Red Sea intermational Film Festlval

TheSix

Local flavor

Here are six restanrants ln
Jeddah that will treat voa (o

whadesaomae trditiona ] food,

Scddah restanrant

A popular restaurant wath manny
bramches across the city, this spot
s a a diverse menu oomprising
traclitionad chicken and meal dishes
gerved with heaped portions of
rice, Dot Forget to try ot theels

cream kumnalah For dessert,

Labani

[heir main courses mostly
feature succulent picces of meat
o top of flavorful rice and thelr

complmentary bone brodh is

ladtalizing.

Menahi

Thes local restaurant serves dishes
such as meat mandi, saleegh, and
rurhian, among others. Tlwels
chicken koozl, which consists
ol ncewith steamed chicken
and noodles garnished with
hardbaotled exgs, is delectable.

AlRomansiah

This jolnts red foe with grilled
chrcken paired with a thick tahini
sauce and yoghort is a must try.
The restaurant has muliiple
branches peross the Kinsdon.

Shawaya House

Treat your family and frends
to a wholcsome myeal of
chickrn kahsa with a host of
acoompaniments on a bucdget
from this restanrant.

For a hearty meal that will
Feeep vou satiated for long, ry

their meal manadi.

Shyama Krishna Kumar t=cdan
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Finally

British American actor
Andrew Garfield and
Bollywood superstar
Shraddha Kapoor posed
for photographs together
on the red carpet at the
Red Sea International Film
Festival in Jeddah ahead of
the screening of Garfield's

latest film, “We Live in
Time,” om Monday night.

It was a meeting of Hollywood
and Bollywood on the shores
of the Red Sea as the pair, cach
bankahble film stars in their own
right, posed for photos and
shistk hands on the red carpet.

“We Live in Timee™ had its
MENA premicere at the festival

Although not poined by his
co-star Florence Pugh, Garfield
attencded the screening along-
sidhe producers ol the film,
Adam Ackland and Benedict
Cumberbaich.

Al the screening, the
producers and star Garfield
bricfly addressed the audicnee to
introduce the romantic drama,

O Pugh ancd Garfield's perfor-
matnces in the Alin, British star
Cumberbatch said, “They'ne
already at the top of the game.
They are our generation’s best,”
hefore adding, “I'm jealous I'm
niot in the Glm.”

Garfield opened by greeting
the audbence in Aralic, sayving
“Assalimu abinkum cpeace be
upon youl”

He then thanked the festival
for bringing the film to Saudi
Arahla.

“So grateful to be welcomed
here like it 1s my second home,”
added Garfiekd, who also
attended the festival last vear.

“We Live in Tine" 15 a South
London-set romantic drama that
follows an up-and-coming chef
[Fiteh) and a recent divoroes

INTERVIEW

CLOSE UP

Hollywood meets
Bollywood on the
shores of the Red Sea

2

{CGrarfield) across a decade as they
fined their lives forever changed
by a chance encounter.,

Rapoor, the mosi followed
Bollywood star on social media,
hit the red carpet before the

sereening in o muolt-colored
gown from couturiers Falzuni
and Shane Peacock’s Rang
Mahal collecthon,

The actress has starred in hits
like “Aashiqul 27 {2013), “Stree”™

inJeddah
=ally |maeag

(2018}, and the record-breaking
“Stree 1" (2024, which became
the highest-grossing Hindi
film of all time, surpassing the
previows recornd held by Shah
Rukh Khan's “Jawan.”

FILM FEST

Spike Lee
sheds light
on career

inJeddah

Mada Mameed .=ddan

n the sixth day of the Red Sea
International Film Festival, cliemi
legend Spike Lee sharved insighis
om storytelling, collaboration, and
hils endiiring bove for ilmmaking.

Rnown for his ground-
breaking works including * Do
the Right Thing," " Malcolm
X7 and “BlacKkEkansman,”
the five-time Academy Award-
winning flmmaker delved into
his jouwrmey, Mspiring aspiring
creatives and cinephiles alike.

Lee reflected on his early
challenges, emphasizing the
importance of opgesoriundty in
the erowded indussry, “From the
viery beginning, 1 wanted 1o give
an opportumty for new talents"
hie said

*This is a very, very tough
buziness, A lot of times, you can
he very talented, bt §F you don't
gel a brealk, you're really stuck.”

Lize also spole passionately
about the collaborative nature of
himmaking.

“Filmimaking 15 nof a solo act.
[t the collective coming together
fior one poal — to make Alms,” he
silel “Some people wani to be the
hero and do it by themselves, bul
it doesn't work like that”

Lee’s upcoming film is a
reimagining of the Akira
Rurosawa classie film “High
am] Low.” The film stars Denzel
Washington and will be released
i 2025 by AZ4 anl Apple,

Whether directing nirma-
tive films or documentares,

Lee highlighied the universal
importance of storytelling. “1
don’t have 1o put on ancther hat.
It tedling the story — a different
way Lo tedl a story, bud stll
telling a story,” he explained.

“Sometimes you see long
days because the director
dloesntknow what they're
doing,” he added of poor
directing.

Ukrainian sci-fi film explores love and loneliness

Shyauma Krishna Kwmar Jeddah

Conceived morne than a
decade azo but written and
shot during Russia’s ohgoing
invasion of Ukraine, Pavio
Cslnkov’s debal Blm, °10 Are
the Uniiverse,” 15 a polgnant
loodk at love and loneliness seen
through a sci-fi lens.
Screening as part of the Red
Sea Infernational Film Festival's
“Favorites” section, U Are the
Universe” is & dramedy that
teells the story of space trocker

Andriv. When his home planet
explodes while he's dumping
radioactive waste on one of
Jupiter's moons, he becomes the
last human alive.

With only a wise-cracking
robod [or company, Andry
believes he's doomed to a ife
alone — until the voice of a
Frenchwoman reaches him
froom a distant Space stanion,

"It not ke L was my goal,
bt somehow all my films turm
oart to be about loncliness and
bove,” said Ukrainian filmmaker

U ARE THE UNIVERSE

Ostrikow in an interview with
Arab News,

“Mavbe love is an answer for
loneliness. I you feel alone,
vou need to And somebody in
this universe, So, i1 wasnt my
intentional approach, Bul, of
course, it's an important topic
for me, and when [ watched
my films after finishing, 1 saw
this really clearly, that its a
really important theme and
topac,”

Armed with a bunch of astro
phiyvsics books and a love of sci-6

cinema, Ostrikoy decided to tell
& deeper story about the haman
condition.

“I puess vou couldn't make a
sCi-fi mwovie without mention
o ‘200 A Space Oddyvssey” by
Sanley Rubrick. It is (i) game-
changing flm. and 1t was madc
a0 Eood,” he sakd. “Even now, if
vl waich this filim, you feel like
s 3 jourmey to space ... Alsa,
[ like “Interstellar by Chisto-
pher Nodan, because | ike his
i peETInEEC .|;r]|r'-||:||:'h. i mod like a
ol sci-h"”



