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SSeeoouull::  South Korea’s
Justice Ministry on Monday
imposed an overseas travel
ban on President Yoon Suk
Yeol  as authorities investi-

gate allegations of rebel-
lion and other charges in

connection with his short-
lived declaration of martial

law last week.Mr Yoon’s
martial law decree on Dec.

3, which brought special
forces troops onto Seoul’s

streets, plunged South
Korea into political turmoil

and caused worry among
its key diplomatic partners

and neighbors. On
Saturday, Mr Yoon  avoid-
ed an Opposition-led bid

to impeach him, with most
governing party lawmakers
boycotting a parliamentary

vote. — AP

Janhvi Kapoor during an event
in Mumbai on Sunday. — PTI

Krodhi: Dakshinayana
Tithi: Margasira Shuddha

Dasami till 3.42 am  
Star: Uttarabhadra till 1.27 pm
Varjyam: 12.36 am to 2.06 am

Durmuhurtham: 8.51 am to
9.35 am 

Rahukalam: 3 pm to 4.30 pm
SUNSET TODAY 5.24 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 7.04 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 1.27 PM

MOONSET TODAY 1.20 AM

South Korea imposes
overseas travel ban

on its President Yoon

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Delhi’s coldest
day of the season saw a mini-
mum temperature of 8.2°C on
Monday, 1.4°C below normal.

The city also recorded its
highest number of “moder-

ate” air quality days in
December, with AQI improv-

ing to 186, after fluctuating
between “very poor” and

“moderate.”
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  22

At 8.2°C, Delhi sees
season’s coldest day 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Delhi police
arrested a 46-year-old man

from Jharkhand for allegedly
sending a ransom threat

message to Union minister of
state for defence Sanjay

Seth. The accused, a resident
of Ranchi, was arrested on

Sunday and is currently
under further interrogation.

FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  33

J’Khand man held for
ransom threat to MoS

COUNTERPOINT
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New era begins: Syria PM says govt still functioning amid challenges
DDaammaassccuuss,,  DDeecc..  99::
Syria’s Prime Minister
said Monday that most
Cabinet ministers are
still working from
offices in Damascus after
rebels entered the capi-
tal over the weekend and
overthrew President
Bashar al-Assad.
Streams of refugees
crossed in from neigh-
bouring countries, hop-
ing for a more peaceful
future.

But there were already
signs of the difficulties
ahead for the rebel

alliance now in control
of much of the country,
which is led by a former
senior al-Qaida militant
who severed ties with
the extremist group
years ago and has
promised representative
government and reli-
gious tolerance. 

The rebel command
said Monday they would
not tell women how to
dress. 

■ More oon PPage 66
■ Need tto ppreserve uunity
sovereignty oof SSyria, ssays
India: PPage 44

Both Houses stalled amidst
row over Cong-Soros issue
■ RS Chair calls both sides to meet today
AGE CCORRESPONDENTS
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

The Opposition and the
treasury benches engaged
in a war of words in both
Houses of Parliament on
Monday, a day after the
BJP alleged that former
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi has links to an
organisation financed by
billionaire investor
George Soros, a longtime
critic of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. While the
government urged all
political parties, includ-
ing the Congress, to unite
against “anti-India
forces” and raise their
voice if they find their
leaders working against
the nation’s interest, the
Congress-led Opposition
charged the government
and the ruling BJP with
trying to divert attention
from the Adani issue to
protect the top business-
man. Both Houses saw
multiple adjournments
before being adjourned

for the day and they hard-
ly transacted any busi-
ness. In the Lok Sabha,

amidst the ruckus, some
Congress members were
heard saying they had
submitted notices to move
a privilege motion against
a BJP member for
attempts to link Leader of
the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi and former
Congress president Sonia
■ Turn tto PPage 44

FS in Dhaka, meets Yunus,
flags attacks on minorities

‘1 Election’ bill likely this session
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

The government is con-
sidering bringing the
“One Nation, One
Election Bill” in the ongo-
ing Winter Session of
Parliament. The bill is
likely to be sent to the
Joint Parliamentary
Committee for wider con-
sultations with all politi-
cal parties and the public
if introduced in this ses-
sion. It would require a
constitutional amend-
ment with a two-thirds

majority in Parliament.
The government has to
bring in six bills to roll
out “One Nation, One
Election” to hold simulta-
neous elections.

The Union Cabinet
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in

September had accepted
the recommendations of
the high-level committee
headed by former
President Ram Nath
Kovind. It had recom-
mended the move in two
phases: with the Lok
Sabha and Assembly polls
in the first phase, and
local body elections with-
in 100 days of the general
election. It recommended
a common electoral roll
for all elections.

Elections were held
simultaneously in India
between 1951 and 1967.

■ Frank, candid, constructive talks held: Misri
■ Hasina in fresh attack on ‘fascist’ Yunus govt
SRIDHAR
KUMARASWAMI
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Amid bilateral tensions,
foreign secretary Vikram
Misri on Monday held
consultations in Dhaka
with Bangladesh foreign
secretary Mohammad
Jashimuddin during his
day-long visit to the
volatile neighbouring
country, after which he
said “India desires a posi-
tive, constructive, and
mutually beneficial rela-
tionship with
Bangladesh”. However,
the foreign secretary also
conveyed India’s “con-
cerns, including those
related to the safety and
welfare of minorities”
after the relentless

attacks by radicals on
Hindus there and “also
discussed some regret-
table incidents of attacks
on cultural, religious, and

diplomatic properties”,
including the recent
breach by protesters of
the premises of the
■ Turn tto PPage 44

Mamata’s ‘lollipop’ jab 
over B’desh leader’s 
‘occupy Bengal’ claim
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MADHUSUDAN SSAHOO
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

The govern-
ment on
M o n d a y
a p p o i n t e d
revenue sec-
retary Sanjay
Malhotra as
the 26th gov-
ernor of the
Reserve Bank of India for
a three-year term begin-
ning from Wednesday.
Mr Malhotra will replace
Shaktikanta Das, the sec-
ond longest- serving RBI
governor, after Sir
Benegal Rama Rau’s
seven-year-plus tenure.

The decision on the
appointment of a new
RBI governor was
announced after the
A p p o i n t m e n t s
Committee of the Cabinet
(ACC) cleared Mr
Malhotra’s name. Mr
Malhotra is a 1990-batch
Rajasthan cadre IAS offi-
cer and will replace
Shaktikanta Das, whose
tenure ends on Tuesday,
December 10.

Mr Malhotra, an engi-
neering graduate in com-
puter science from IIT
Kanpur, has a master’s in
public policy from
Princeton University in
the US. He has experi-
ence of over 33 years in
multiple sectors includ-
ing power, finance and
taxation, information
technology, mines, etc.
He is now secretary,
department of revenue,
in the finance ministry.
He earlier served as sec-
retary in the department
of financial services. In
his current assignment,
he plays a crucial role in
tax policy formulation in
respect of direct and indi-
rect taxes. It had been
speculated that Mr Das
might get an extension as
governor for a third term,
extending his tenure till
December 2026. 

■ More oon PPage 77

Govt appoints
revenue secy
Malhotra new
RBI governor

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Around 40 schools in
Delhi received a
bomb threat mail
Monday morning
with the sender
demanding $30,000,
prompting a multi-
agency search of the
premises but “noth-
ing suspicious was
found”. The threat
was sent in a single e-
mail marked to the
some of the city’s
prominent schools
including DPS RK
Puram; G.D. Goenka,
Paschim Vihar; The
British School,
Chanakyapuri; The
M o t h e r ’ s
International, Aurob-
indo Marg; Modern
School, Mandi House;
DPS Vasant Kunj;
Delhi Police Public
School, Safdarjung;
DPS East of Kailash
and Salwan Public
Schools.

Most schools that
received the threat
suspended classes
and sent students
back home.Officials
said the premises of
the schools that
received the threat
were thoroughly
checked and nothing
suspicious was found.

Officials said bomb
detection teams, fire
officials, local police
and dog squads
responded immedi-
ately and conducted
searches at the
schools.

■ More oon PPage 22

AAP shifts Sisodia
to Jangpura seat
20 names in 2nd list; 18 MLAs dropped
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Apparently facing the
prospect of a strong anti-
incumbency wave on the
back of two full consecu-
tive terms and a resur-
gent BJP in the national
capital, the Aam Aadmi
Party has in a major rejig
in its poll strategy, shift-
ed former deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia
to Jangpura seat from his
current Patparganj con-
stituency, where he had
helmed the seat three
times.

In its second list of can-
didates released on
Monday, the AAP
announced 20 candidates
for the upcoming polls,
dropping 18 sitting MLAs
and shifting two key faces
-- Mr Sisodia and deputy
speaker Rakhi Bidlan -- to
new seats.

Despite announcing two
lists for 31 constituencies
out of a total 70 seats, the
party has conspicuously
not named an array of top
party leaders, including
AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal, current Delhi
chief minister Atishi and
the entire council of min-
isters, besides Delhi AAP
convenor and minister
Gopal Rai.   

New AAP entrant
Avadh Ojha, an educator,
has replaced Mr Sisodia
■ Turn tto PPage 44

Struck chemical weapons, rockets,
long-range missiles in Syria: Israel
JJeerruussaalleemm,,  DDeecc..  99::  Israeli
foreign minister Gideon
Saar said Monday that his
country had struck
“chemical weapons” in
neighbouring Syria,
where rebel forces ousted
president Bashar al-Assad
over the weekend.

Speaking at a press con-
ference, Mr Saar said “we
attacked strategic weapon
systems like, for example,

remaining chemical
weapons or long-range
missiles and rockets in
order that they will not
fall in the hands of extrem-
ists”. Mr Saar said Israel
was monitoring the
actions of the rebels,
adding: “The steps we
took, the only interest we
have is the security of
Israel and its citizens.”

■ More oon PPage 66

PM: India’s progress
visible in every field
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
with aagency iinputs
NEW DELHI/JAIPUR/
PANIPAT, DEC. 9

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said the
progress that India has
seen with the mantra of
“Perform, Transform and
Reform” was visible in
every field. Inaugurating
the Rising Rajasthan
Global Investment
Summit 2024 and the
Rajasthan Global
Business Expo in Jaipur,
the Prime Minister also
said that India’s success
showcases the true power
of democracy, demogra-
phy, digital data and
delivery.

Later, addressing a gath-
ering after launching the
“Bima Sakhi Yojana” of
state-owned LIC in
Haryana’s Panipat, Mr
Modi said that his govern-
ment has taken unprece-
dented steps for women’s
empowerment in the past
10 years.

In Jaipur, Mr Modi said
that business experts and
investors were buoyed by
the business climate in

India and the progress
that India has seen with
the mantra of “Perform,

Transform and Reform…
is visible in every field”.

He pointed out that
India was able to rise to
become the 11th largest
economy in the world
after seven decades of
Independence, but in just
the last decade, India has
risen to the fifth largest
economy in the world.

“India’s economy and
exports have nearly
■ Turn tto PPage 33

■ Highlights power of democracy, digital data
■ Vows women’s power will only get stronger

MMuummbbaaii::  In yet
another sign of differ-
ences in the
Opposition MVA
alliance, the Shiv
Sena(UBT) MLAs on
Monday boycotted
BJP’s Rahul
Narwekar’s election
as the Maharashtra
Vidhan Sabha Speak-
er, whereas their
allies Congress and
NCP(SP) participated
in the process.

Sena(UBT) leader
Aaditya Thackeray
said they boycotted
the speaker’s election
because the latter had
helped run an uncon-
stitutional govern-
ment. Mr Narwekar
was elected unop-
posed as the Speaker
of the Maharashtra
Vidhan Sabha as the
MVA alliance decid-
ed not to put up a con-
test.

■ More oon PPage 33

Rift in MVA? UBT
boycotts election 
of Maha Speaker

The first test flight being accorded a ceremonial water cannon salute upon its land-
ing at Noida International Airport amid the ongoing trials at Jewar in Gautam Buddha
Nagar district of Uttar Pradesh on Monday. The aiport announced the “successful”
completion of its validation flight. The validation flight was conducted by an IndiGo
A320 passenger aircraft in the presence of civil aviation minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu. ■ Report oon PPage 22 — PTI

40 schools sent
bomb threat in
Delhi, all a hoax;
$30K demanded

◗ ◗ TTHHEE PPMM said that 
business experts and
investors were buoyed
by the business climate
in India & the progress
that India has seen with
the mantra of ‘Perform,
Transform and Reform…
is visible in every field’

◗ ◗ TTHHEE BBIILLLL is likely to be
sent to the Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee for
wider consultations with
all political parties and
the public if introduced
in this session.

◗◗ INDIA bloc may
press ‘no-trust’ 
for removal of
Dhankhar as V-P
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Foreign secretary Vikram Misri with chief adviser of
Bangladesh Muhammad Yunus during a meeting in
Dhaka on Monday. — PTI

Sanjay
Malhotra

Manish Sisodia 

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi and other MPs
stages a protest during the Winter Session of Parliament
in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Rajasthan chief minister
Bhajanlal Sharma and Adani Group chairperson Gautam
Adani during the inauguration of “Rising Rajasthan Global
Investment Summit” in Jaipur on Monday. — PTI

A bus arrives as people gather at the entrance of
Aleppo city waiting for the return of relatives after the
release of detainees from Syrian government prisons
on Monday. — AFP
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SHORT TAKES

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Supreme
Court on Monday said it

would hear on Wednesday
AAP leader Manish Sisodia’s

pleas seeking relaxation of
bail conditions which require
him to report to the investi-
gating officer twice a week

in the corruption and money
laundering cases related to
the Delhi excise policy. Mr

Sisodia’s counsel Abhishek
Singhvi mentioned the mat-

ter before a bench of
Justices B.R. Gavai and K.V.

Viswanathan. “Day after
tomorrow,” the bench said,

while agreeing to list the
matter on December 11. The

top court on November 22
agreed to hear Mr Sisodia’s
pleas and issued notices to

the CBI and ED seeking their
responses. On August 9, the

SC had granted him bail in
the corruption and money
laundering cases linked to

the alleged Delhi excise poli-
cy scam, saying long incar-

ceration for 17 months with-
out trial had deprived him of

his right to speedy trial.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Indian Youth
Congress (IYC) on Monday
launched the fifth phase of

its “Young India ke Bol” pro-
gramme, focusing on two of
the most pressing problems
in the country — unemploy-

ment and drug abuse. IYC
president Uday Bhanu Chib

and All India Congress
Committee in-charge of

National Students’ Union of
India Kanhaiya Kumar

launched the poster of the
programme and urged the

youth to join it. Mr Chib said
that they had started a drive

“Naukri Do, Nasha Nahi”,
aimed at raising awareness
against drug abuse among

youngsters. “We want to
engage youth. Young India
Ke Bol has been launched
where we will give a plat-

form to youth who will speak
up against unemployment

and drug menace,” he said.

IYC launches ‘Young
India ke Bol’ phase 5

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi police
has arrested two people,
including a woman drug
peddler, and seized 402

grams of heroin with an esti-
mated market value of `2.5

crore, officials said on
Monday. The operation was
conducted on December 7

and 8 based on a tip off.
The police launched target-
ed raids and apprehended a

41-year-old woman from
Narela with 102 grams of
heroin in her possession,

DCP (Outer North) Nidhin
Valsan said. She was previ-

ously arrested in 2023 along
with her husband for a simi-

lar offense and is currently
out on bail, he said. Another
accused, Jilani (30), hailing

from Uttar Pradesh, was held
in Bawana with 300 grams
of heroin, the officer said.

Jilani has a criminal record,
including cases under the
Uttar Pradesh Anti-Social
Activities Prevention Act.

2 held, heroin worth
`2.5cr seized: Police

SC to hear Sisodia’s
bail plea tomorrow

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

The National Medical
Commission (NMC) has

issued guidelines for identify-
ing “fake patients” in medical
colleges and facilities seeking

approval for setting up new
institutes or for increasing
the number of UG and PG
seats. This is the first time

that the commission has
come up with such norms.
The guidelines come after
instances of some medical

institutions or colleges admit-
ting fake patients (person
who does not require any

treatment or in-patient treat-
ment) to fulfil the require-

ment of bed occupancy and
investigation. The commis-

sion said “fake patient prac-
tice” will be considered as a

serious violation and will
invite punishment. As per the
guidelines, admission of large

numbers of patients on the
day of inspection or the pre-

vious day, admission of multi-
ple patients from the same

family or the admitted
patients having no or minor

problems could be a parame-
ter for identifying “fake

patients”. Patients, who are
admitted without any evi-

dence of investigations like X-
ray, blood tests etc. or treat-

ment which is done for
admitted patients like intra-

venous fluid, catheterisation,
giving medicines etc can also

be an indication.

NMC UNVEILS
NORMS TO SPOT
‘FAKE PATIENTS’

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Panic and fear gripped
after around 40 schools in
Delhi received a bomb
threat mail on Monday
morning with the sender
demanding $30,000.

The threat was sent in a
single email marked to the
city’s prominent schools
including DPS R.K.
Puram; G.D. Goenka,
Paschim Vihar; The
British School,
Chanakyapuri; The
Mother’s International,
Aurobindo Marg; Modern
School, Mandi House; DPS
Vasant Kunj; Delhi Police
Public School, Safdarjung;
DPS east of Kailash and
Salwan Public Schools.

Most schools that
received the threat sus-
pended their classes and
sent students back home. 

A Delhi Fire Service
(DFS) official said they
received the first alerts
about the bomb threats
from DPS R.K. Puram (7.06
am) and G.D. Goenka
Paschim Vihar (6.15 am).

He said bomb detection
teams, fire officials, local
police, and dog squads
responded immediately
and conducted searches at
the schools. 

Nothing suspicious has
been found yet, a police
official said around 9.30
am. He further said that
operations are underway.

Sources said the email
was delivered to the
schools’ id at 11.38 pm on
Sunday — when the
schools were closed —
from scottielanza@
gmail.com. 

“I planted multiple
bombs inside the building.
The bombs are small and
hidden very well. It will
not cause very much dam-

age to the building, but
many people will be
injured when the bombs
detonate,” the email read. 

In a message to parents,
Mother Mary’s School in
Mayur Vihar, said, “An
email was received this
morning regarding a
bomb threat in school. As
such, the students are
being dispersed immedi-
ately as a precautionary
measure. You are request-
ed to kindly collect your
wards from your respec-
tive bus stops.”

Earlier in May, more
than 200 schools, hospi-
tals, and other important
government installations
in the city received a simi-
lar kind of bomb threat
but the case is yet to be
solved as the mail was
sent using a virtual pri-
vate network (VPN).

Emergency teams,
including bomb squads,
police, and fire officials,
combed through the prem-
ises. Authorities later con-
firmed that no suspicious
items were found.

SHASHI BBHUSHAN aand
BHASKAR HHARI SSHARMA
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

The Delhi BJP unit is
launching an outreach
overdrive in the run-up to
the crucial Assembly polls
and has decided to hold
3,891 micro public meet-
ings (nukkad sabhas) for
12 days beginning
Wednesday covering all 70
constituencies.

The party has also lined
up a similar number of
“yuva chaupal” and
“women drawing room
meetings” in its make-or-
break poll strategy to
enlist a sectional support
base amongst the youth
and women to magnify its
winning prospects in the
national capital which has
remained a thorn in the
BJP’s winning streak at
the national level.

The Delhi unit of the
BJP will be launching Jan
Samvad Nukkad Sabhas
from December 11
(Wednesday) at the shakti
kendra level, well-placed
sources in the BJP said.

Starting from
Wednesday it will contin-
ue till December 22 and
will be holding such sab-
has at kendras across all
the 70 Assembly segments.

In each of these meet-
ings, a senior party leader

will interact and address
the people, they said.

Under BJP’s organisa-
tional structure, three-
four polling booths consti-
tute a shakti kendra.

“Over 300 meetings will
be held every day and each
meeting will consist of 150-
200 people which will help
us in making a direct con-
nection with the voter,” a
leader said, adding, “The
idea is to hold targeted
meetings with a limited
audience for effective com-
munication and establish
direct connect with the
electorates.”

The successful poll strat-
egy of the party in
Haryana during the
October Assembly polls is
being replicated by the
Delhi BJP unit in order to
reap political dividends. 

In the neighbouring agrar-
ian state, the saffron party
held thousands of Nukkad
Sabhas and managed not
only to beat 10 years of anti-
incumbency but emerged
with a brute majority.

“Following the Haryana
model which was also
used during the
Maharashtra polls, we
will incorporate a similar
strategy to take on the
rival AAP and its 11 years
of anti-incumbency,” BJP
insiders claimed.

The BJP, meanwhile, has

made elaborate plans to tar-
get women, youths, and
first-time voters through
separate meetings.

The state unit of BJP’s
yuva morcha and mahila
morcha will carry out
3,891 meetings respective-
ly at the shakti kendras
from Tuesday.

Delhi BJP yuva morcha
president Sagar Tyagi told
this newspaper, “Senior
party leaders including
state co-incharge Dr Alka
Gurjar, state party chief
Virendra Sachdeva, and
national yuva morcha
president and MP Tejasvi
Surya will be launching
yuva chaupal on Tuesday
and in the coming weeks
the youth wing will inter-
act with the young voters
at all the shakti kendras.”

Mahila morcha Delhi
chief Richa Pandey
Mishra, on her part, said
the women’s wing will con-
duct the drawing room
meetings similarly to reach
out and garner the support
of women voters in all 70
seats. After shakti kendras
it will be further held at the
booth levels as well.

The BJP, which is hop-
ing to end its 26 years of
exile from the Delhi
Assembly, has drawn up
an elaborate plan for next
year’s polls to counter the
ruling AAP. 

■ Panic, fear grip parents as schools receive threats in Delhi

Students return after schools in Delhi received a
bomb threat mail in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI

BJP to hold 3,891 nukkad
sabhas to woo city voters
Saffron party to launch outreach drive tomorrow

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Delhi chief minister
Atishi announced on
Monday that all Delhi
Transport Corporation
(DTC) drivers will be
trained to operate electric
buses as part of the city’s
plan to transition its entire
bus fleet to electric vehi-
cles. She also assured that
senior drivers, particular-
ly assistant ticket inspec-
tors, would be given priori-
ty for employment in the
new electric bus fleet.

Addressing a press con-
ference, the chief minister
stated that the Delhi gov-
ernment has agreed to
several key demands
made by DTC workers. 

“There are 4,500 contrac-
tual drivers and 17,850
contractual conductors in
DTC. Recently, they went
on strike. We listened to
their demands, which are
justified,” she said.

One of the primary
issues raised by the work-
ers was the transfer of
female DTC employees
stationed at the Sarojini
Nagar Pink Bus Depot. Ms

Atishi said the govern-
ment had resolved this
issue by transferring the
workers back to their orig-
inal depots, addressing a
major point of contention
that led to the strike.

Ms Atishi explained that
the Delhi government had
introduced a new policy
aimed at rationalising
duty stations for drivers
and conductors. “An
online form will be created
so that all drivers can pro-
vide their details, and an
online list will be released
to make the process more
transparent,” she said.

In response to the work-
ers’ demand for improved

compensation, the Delhi
government has given in-
principle approval for a
proposal to increase the
salaries of contractual
drivers and conductors,
the CM said.

“Contractual drivers
currently receive a daily
wage of `843, totaling
`21,918 per month. They
have requested a consoli-
dated amount instead of
daily wages,” she added.
The government has
approved the proposal,
and within the next one to
two months, workers will
begin receiving salaries
according to their grade
pay, Atishi said.

■ Atishi promises salary hike and electric bus training

Govt accepts DTC workers’ demands

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Two BBA students died
after falling from the
fourth floor of their pay-
ing guest accommoda-
tion in Rohini on
Monday, an official said.

The police had earlier
said the duo — Ishaan, a
resident of Rajasthan’s
Bharatpur and Harsh of
Delhi’s Palam Colony —
had jumped to their death.
They were pursuing BBA
from Delhi Technological
University (DTU) and
Bhagwan Parshuram
Institute of Technology
(BPIT), he said. 

“A PCR call was
received at 1.10 am at the
KNK Marg police station
informing that two boys
had fallen from the ter-
race of a building. The
police team immediately
visited the scene,” a sen-
ior police officer said.

“Upon local enquiry, it

was found that the two
individuals, who were in
a room on the fourth
floor of a PG accommo-
dation, had fallen
through the window,” he
added. DCP (Rohini)
Amit Goel, in a state-
ment, said the spot was
visited by a forensic
department team and the
cause of the fall was
found to be accidental.

A source said both the
students were room-
mates and they shifted to
the PG facility two
months ago.

On Sunday night, a few
of their common friends
had come to meet the
duo. The police also

checked if they were par-
tying or if any scuffle
had taken place.

“Other witnesses were
also examined and they
said the students
indulged in a friendly
scuffle which led to their
fall from the window,”
the officer added.

The CCTV footage near
the spot was scanned but
nothing suspicious has
been found, the officer
said, adding that the bod-
ies have been sent for a
post-mortem. 

According to BPIT prin-
cipal Payal Pahwa,
Ishaan was a first-year
BBA student at the pri-
vate institute affiliated
with the IP University. 

“We received the infor-
mation about Ishaan’s
death from the police. We
are looking into the
records of the student
and will be able to make
any comments accord-
ingly,” Ms Pahwa said.

2 students jump to death
from PG facility in Rohini

◗ ◗ OONN SSUUNNDDAAYY night, a
few of their common
friends had come to
meet the duo. The police
also checked if they
were partying or if any
scuffle had taken place

Delhi chief minister Atishi addresses a press conference
in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI
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Delhi chief minister
Atishi inaugurated the
68th National School
Sports on Monday, empha-
sising the role of sports in
fostering unity and patri-
otism and said that sports
bring us together and
instill a sense of national
pride. The directorate of
education, sports branch
of Delhi is hosting the
68th National School
Sports 2024-25 in 11 differ-
ent sports.

Addressing the event at
the Tyagraj Stadium, Ms
Atishi recalled the
moment when Neeraj
Chopra won the gold, and
said, “I don’t think there
was any Indian whose
eyes didn’t well up with
tears when the national
flag was raised and the
anthem played.”

Atishi unveils
68th National
School Sports

Bomb hoax in 40 schools,
demand for $30K ransom

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
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The BJP and the Congress
on Monday took a dig at
the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party’s (AAP) second list
of 20 candidates.

Delhi BJP chief
Virendra Sachdeva said,
just as the fugitive Manish
Sisodia has fled from
Patparganj, Atishi and
Arvind Kejriwal will also
be forced to leave their
constituencies. Congress
Delhi president Devender
Yadav said the AAP has

conceded defeat even
before the polls have been
announced by dropping
over a dozen of its sitting
MLAs out of 31 candidates
announced.

During a media briefing,
Mr Sachdeva along with
Union minister and East
Delhi MP Harsh Malhotra
and BJP media head
Praveen Shankar Kapoor,
claimed that Mr Kejriwal,
who criticises nepotism,
has been compelled to
allot tickets to the sons of
two sitting MLAs and has
further requested Matia

Mahal AAP MLA Shoaib
Iqbal for a safer sit for
himself.

Delhi BJP secretary
Impreet Singh Bakshi,
who contested from
Jangpura in 2020, said,
“People know Mr Sisodia

as a liquor mafia as he is
known for opening alco-
hol shops instead of open-
ing schools”

The DPCC chief said, the
AAP’s desperate gambit to
drop sitting MLAs will not
remove stains of his cor-
ruption as Mr Kejriwal
too will desert his
Assembly seat fearing
defeat.

Mr Yadav said, “ The
AAP is an abject failure
on all fronts, which was
clear from the fact that Mr
Sisodia, who held 18 port-
folies, has to flee. The

AAP, which spoke against
“parivardwad”, had no
pangs of conscience in
giving tickets to sons and
relatives of AAP leaders,
and fielding the corrupt
who had been jailed shows
their double standard. 

Delhi Congress chief
said that he witnessed the
angry public mood
against the corrupt AAP
during his month-long
“Delhi Nyay Yatra”, as
people spoke out loudly
that they want change,
and the Congress was the
only option before them.

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

Delhi’s air quality
returned to “moderate'
category on Monday,
marking the highest num-
ber of moderate air quali-
ty days — four — ever
recorded in December.
The city also recorded its
lowest daytime tempera-
ture this winter season so
far, with maximum tem-
perature settling at 21.6
degrees Celsius, 3.2 notch-
es below normal, accord-
ing to the weather depart-
ment.

The second-lowest maxi-
mum temperature was
recorded on November 18
at 23.5 degrees Celsius, as
per the data.

Signaling a welcome
improvement after the
recent fluctuations in pol-
lution levels, the Air
Quality Index (AQI), which
was in the “very poor” cat-
egory on Sunday at 302,
improved to 186 by 4 pm on
Monday, placing it in the
“moderate” category.

According to the data,
Monday marked the
fourth moderate air qual-
ity day this month, the
highest number of such
days recorded in
December so far.

Data showed that the
highest record was set in
2022, 2019, and 2015 when
December had three days

of moderate air quality. In
contrast, no moderate air
quality days were report-
ed in December 2023.

Of the 38 air quality
monitoring stations in
the national capital, only
Shadipur recorded air
quality in the “very poor”
category on Monday,
marking a drop from the
“poor” category recorded
on Sunday.

Thirteen stations
recorded air quality in
the “poor” category, while
the remaining reported
“moderate” AQI, accord-
ing to the Sameer app.

Delhi braces for coldwave & records
its lowest daytime temperature so far

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi
Pollution Control
Committee on Monday
informed the National
Green Tribunal that the
MCD and the DDA were
fined a lakh each for
reportedly failing to
prevent environmental
damages. The NGT pre-
viously directed the
DPCC to impose the
compensation for envi-
ronmental damages on
both authorities, after
noting their liability to
pay fines for violation
of green norms. 

DPCC fines MCD
and DDA `̀2L for
env violations

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
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Noida International
Airport (NIA) on
Monday achieved a sig-
nificant milestone with
the successful comple-
tion of its first valida-
tion flight, a vital ele-
ment of the aerodrome
licensing process.

The airport is expected
to become operational
from April 2025 with
cargo flights operating
in the beginning.

The flight conducted by
IndiGo — the launch car-
rier for the airport —
verified the airport’s
approach procedures,
confirming the accuracy
and functionality 
of its navigational aids

and air traffic control
systems.

The validation flight
was conducted on an
Airbus A-320 to test the
RNP (required naviga-
tion performance) proce-
dures and ILS approach
procedures.

RNP is a set of naviga-
tion specifications that
allow aircraft to fly pre-
cise flight paths with
high accuracy.

“This crucial step
demonstrates NIA’s
adherence to the strin-
gent safety and opera-
tional standards
required for commercial
operations,” NIA said in
a statement.

Following the valida-
tion flight, NIA will
finalise the required doc-

umentation for aero-
drome certification and
submit it to the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).

Speaking at the event,
Union minister for civil
aviation Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu said,
“With the validation
flight happening today,
we are committed to fin-
ishing the airport proj-
ect before the end of
April. Today marks a
very important occasion
in the progress of the
airport and definitely
whatever support is
required from the min-
istry of civil aviation we
will continuously pro-
vide so that the early
operations from the air-
port can begin,” he said.

■ AAP conceded defeat by dropping over a dozen of its sitting MLAs: Congress

Noida airport starts validation
flight in step to starting its ops

■ ‘Nothing suspicious found’ ■ ‘Duo were roommates’

◗ ◗ TTHHEE DDPPCCCC chief said,
the AAP’s desperate
gambit to drop sitting
MLAs will not remove
stains of his corruption
as Arvind Kejriwal too
will desert his Assembly
seat fearing defeat

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The ruling AAP on
Monday voiced concern over the
bomb threats received by several
schools in Delhi and accused the
BJP-led Centre of failing to ensure
the safety of residents in the
national capital. 

AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal
said in a press conference, “The
situation of law and order in Delhi
is getting worse every day. Now our
children are not safe, as bomb
threats are received in many
schools and this is not the first
time.” There has been a blast out-
side a CRPF school in Rohini, so it
is not that only threats are being
received, he added.

Law & order is getting
worse every day: AAP

Kejriwal, Atishi may also desert their seats: BJP
At 4, city has highest
no. of ‘moderate’ air
quality days this Dec
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SHORT TAKES

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The Supreme
Court on Monday sought

response from the CBI on
former media executive

Indrani Mukerjea’s plea chal-
lenging a Bombay high court

order denying her permis-
sion to travel abroad as she

is accused in a case of killing
her daughter Sheena Bora.
The travel restriction plea
came up before the apex
court following a July 19
order by a special court

allowing Ms Mukerjea’s to
visit Spain and the United
Kingdom for 10 days over

the next three months. The
CBI approached the high

court challenging the order
passed by the special court.
The high court quashed the

special court’s order on
September 27. Subsequently,
Ms Mukerjea moved the apex

court challenging this high
court order. A bench of

Justices M.M. Sundresh and
Aravind Kumar issued a

notice to the agency and
sought its response on the

appeal filed by Ms Mukerjea
against the 

high court order.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Supreme
Court on Monday dismissed
a plea seeking directions to

the Centre and other author-
ities to immediately clear

blockades on national and
state highways in Punjab due
to ongoing farmers’ protests.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Manmohan said,

“We are already examining
the larger issue. You are not
the only conscience keeper
of society. Don’t file repeti-
tive petitions. Some are fil-

ing for publicity interest and
some are filing to play to the
gallery. We cannot entertain

repetitive petitions on the
same issue.” The apex court

refused to tag the petition
moved by Gaurav Luthra

with the pending matter. Mr
Luthra has claimed himself

to be a social activist 
in Punjab.

Farm stir: SC junks
plea on blockades

MMuummbbaaii:: Maharashtra-
Karnataka border dispute

had its reverberation in the
Winter Session of the

Maharashtra Assembly as
Shiv Sena(UBT) MLA Aaditya

Thackeray on Monday
demanded that the Centre
should declare Belagavi in

Karnataka a Union territory,
alleging injustice was being

meted out to Marathi-speak-
ing people there. “Marathi-

speaking people in Belagavi
are being suppressed. There

is a sharp decline in the
rights and freedoms of the

Marathi-speaking people liv-
ing there,” Mr Thackeray said

in the Vidhan Bhavan com-
plex. His remarks came

against the backdrop of the
Karnataka government deny-

ing permission to
Maharashtra Ekikaran Samiti

(MES) — a pro-Marathi
organisation — to hold its

annual convention in
Belagavi and also banning
leaders from Maharashtra

from entering the state. 

Aaditya demands UT
status for Belagavi 

SC seeks CBI reply 
on Indrani petition
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The Delhi police has arrested
a 46-year-old man from
Jharkhand for allegedly

sending a ransom threat
message to Union minister
of state for defence Sanjay

Seth, officials said on
Monday. The accused, a resi-

dent of Ranchi,
was arrested on

Sunday and is cur-
rently under fur-

ther interrogation,
the officials added.
Mr Seth, a member

of Parliament for
Ranchi, received a

threat message
demanding a ran-

som of `50 lakhs from an
unknown number on his

mobile phone last Friday,
officials said. The sender

allegedly also issued a death
threat. Upon receiving the

message, Seth immediately
informed the Delhi police

and the Jharkhand DGP.
Senior officers from the
Delhi police, including a
deputy commissioner of

police, visited Mr Seth to
ensure swift action was

taken in the case, another
official said. According to

the police, the suspect used
someone else’s mobile

phone to send the threaten-
ing message to Mr Seth.

J’KHAND MAN
ARRESTED OVER
THREAT TO MOS

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc..  99::  Leaders
of some INDIA bloc par-
ties on Monday protested
in Parliament complex
over the indictment of
industrialist Gautam
Adani  by the US, with
Rahul Gandhi conducting
a mock “interview” over
the issue and Congress
members wearing masks
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and indus-
trialist Gautam Adani

Standing outside the
Makar Dwar of
Parliament, Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi and
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge,
along with MPs of other
Opposition parties, raised
slogans of “Modi, Adani
ek hain” and “we want
justice”.

After sloganeering, Mr
Gandhi conducted the
mock “interview” with
Congress leaders wearing
masks of Modi and Adani.

Mr Gandhi asked the

party member sporting
masks of Adani as to why
Parliament was not being
allowed to function to
which the Congress MP
(posing as Adani) said
“we’ll have to ask Amit
bhai...That man is miss-
ing”.

Asked by Mr Gandhi
about the relationship
between the two, the

Congress MP said, “We
are together.”

The Congress leader
sporting mask of Adani
also said, “He does what-
ever I say and want... Be it
airport or anything else.” 

On why Mr Modi was
silent, the Congress MP
posing as Adani said,
“this man is in tension
these days”. — PTI

Rahul takes dig at Modi and
Adani with mock ‘interview’

BHAGWAN PPARAB
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

In yet another sign of dif-
ferences in the Opposition
Maha Vikas Aghadi
alliance, Shiv Sena(UBT)
MLAs on Monday boy-
cotted BJP’s Rahul
Narwekar’s election as the
Maharashtra Assembly
Speaker, whereas their
allies — the Congress and
the NCP(SP) — participat-
ed in the process.

Shiv Sena(UBT) leader
Aaditya Thackeray said
that they boycotted the
Speaker’s election
because the latter had
helped run an unconstitu-
tional government during
his previous tenure. It is
only on the premises of
the Maharashtra
Assembly that there is a
celebration and not any-
where else in the state.

“Everyone knows the
ministers in this govern-
ment. This is an EVM gov-
ernment. While he was
the Maharashtra Vidhan
Sabha Speaker Rahul
Narwerkar did an injus-
tice to us (our party). He
insulted the Indian
Constitution. It is still
fresh in our minds how he
gave a ruling which affect-
ed Shiv Sena and NCP. We
need to be assured that
such things will not hap-
pen (in the future),” Mr
Thackeray said.

However, while Shiv
Sena(UBT) MLAs decided

to skip the election, the
other partners of the
MVA alliance — the
Congress and the NCP
(SP) — were notably pres-
ent. Senior Congress MLA
Nana Patole and Jayant
Patil from the NCP(SP)
also greeted Mr Narwekar
on this occasion.

Mr Narwekar, during his
tenure as Speaker of the
14th Maharashtra
Assembly for two and a
half years, had ruled that
the party led by Eknath
Shinde was the legitimate
and the real Shiv Sena
after a split in the Uddhav
Thackeray-led party. He
also held that the faction
under Ajit Pawar was the
real NCP.

Mr Narwekar was elect-
ed unopposed as the
Speaker of the 15th
Maharashtra Vidhan
Sabha.

Rift out in open: Sena-UBT
boycotts Maha Speaker poll

Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi with Congress
MPs Manickam Tagore and Saptagiri Sankar Ulaka,
wearing face masks of PM Narendra Modi and Adani
Group chairman Gautam Adani, during the Winter
Session of Parliament in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI
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The Opposition INDIA
bloc is set to bring a no-
confidence motion against
Rajya Sabha Chairman
and vice-president
Jagdeep Dhankhar under
Article 67(B) of the Indian
Constitution.

The Opposition had
gathered signatures from
its MPs in August during
the Monsoon Session of
Parliament, but chose not
to act on it at the time.
However, the INDIA bloc
is now expressing dissatis-
faction with Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar, accus-
ing him of showing “bias”
towards certain MPs in
the Rajya Sabha.

The motion has already
garnered 70 signatures
from MPs across various

parties in the bloc.
INDIA bloc MPs have fre-

quently accused the Rajya
Sabha Chairman of being
biased towards the ruling
members in the Upper
House. They have accused
him of frequently inter-
rupting their speeches,

refusing to allow adequate
debate on critical issues,
and favouring the ruling
party during contentious
discussions.

They argued that parlia-
mentary convention man-
dated that the Leader of
the Opposition be granted

the floor when he rose to
speak. A major point of
contention was the fre-
quent disruption of
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge’s
speeches, with his micro-
phone allegedly being
turned off on multiple
occasions.

The Opposition also
accused Mr Dhankhar of
making personal remarks
against members, which
they said violates parlia-
mentary rules.

The Rajya Sabha was dis-
rupted on Monday after
the BJP accused top
Congress leaders of con-
spiring with billionaire
investor George Soros to
destabilise the country.
The allegations sparked
intense uproar from both
the treasury and
Opposition benches.

Opp bloc mulls no-trust motion 
for removal of Dhankhar as V-P ‘Rahul Narwekar had helped run unconstitutional govt’
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Punjab farmers leader
Sarwan Singh Pandher
said no “jatha” (group) of
farmers will resume the
foot march to Delhi on
Tuesday, and accused the
Centre of being confused
on how the protesters
should proceed to the
national capital.

Mr Pandher said they
will decide their next
course of action in a meet-
ing of Samyukta Kisan

Morcha (non-political)
and Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha on Tuesday and
till then “No ‘jatha” will
be going tomorrow,” he
said.

Addressing the media,
Mr  Pandher claimed that
the BJP-led Centre was
“confused” after farmers
decided to march on foot
to the national capital.
“Now Central minister
Manohal Lal Khattar is
saying farmers should
come by other vehicles.
When Mr Khattar was the

chief minister of
Haryana, he used to say
that farmers should come
on foot... Earlier, the
entire BJP was objecting
to farmers going by trac-
tor trolleys to Delhi. The
government is confused
on what to say and what
not to say. This is lowering
the credibility of the gov-
ernment among people,”
Mr Pandher said.

In Karnal on Monday, Mr
Khattar, when asked about
the farmers’ protest, said,
“Nobody is stopping them

from going to Delhi but
there is a way.” 

Referring to farmer
leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal’s fast unto death
which entered 14th day on
Monday, Mr Pandher said
“I have met Dallewal ji
today...He will continue
his fast till farmers’
demands are met.” He cau-
tioned the Punjab police
not try to repeat the
November 26 incident
when they forcibly
removed Mr Dallewal
from the Khanauri border.

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, DEC. 9 

Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Mohan Yadav
on Monday announced
that a 40-day campaign
would be launched on
December 11 to unveil
various development
projects worth `18354
crore across the state to
mark his government’s
one year in office.

Foundation for various
other projects would also
be laid in different parts
of the state during the
campaign, which is
scheduled to end on
January 26, he said.

Besides, a fortnight-
long campaign would be
launched on December 11
to include the eligible
beneficiaries across the
state, left out in the 56 dif-
ferent welfare schemes of
the state government.

Mr Yadav was elected
leader of the BJP
Legislature Party in
Madhya Pradesh on
December 11 last year
and assumed office as
chief minister two days
later on December 13.

“My government has
done significant works
for the welfare of the peo-
ple, including women,
farmers, youths and
under privileged sections

of the society, besides
wooing investments
worth `2.45 lakh crore for
the state by conducting
regional industry con-
claves in the state”, he
said.

The CM said that all the
welfare schemes includ-
ing the “Ladli Behna
Yojana” providing benefi-
ciary women a monthly
incentive of `1,250 have
been continuing in the
state despite the appre-
hensions by the
Opposition of their dis-
continuance.

He said he has coined
the new concept of inclu-
sive industrial develop-
ment in the state.

100 days in office: MP CM to launch
campaign to unveil `18,354cr projects

MANOJ AANAND
GUWAHATI, DEC. 9

Amid the protest and
opposition by civil society
groups, the Manipur gov-
ernment on Monday
decided to lift the tempo-
rary suspension of
Internet services in nine
districts of the state.

Commissioner (home) N.
Ashok Kumar in a state-
ment said that the state
government has reviewed
the prevailing law and
order situation and decid-
ed to lift the Internet sus-
pension, which was
imposed in the nine dis-
tricts of Manipur on
November 16, 2024, as a
preventive measure in the
public interest.

The districts where the
Internet ban was lifted
included Imphal West,
Imphal East, Bishnupur,
Thoubal, Kakching,
K a n g p o k p i ,
Churachandpur, Jiribam,
and Pherzawl.

An order issued by the
home department of
Manipur said, “The state
government has decided
to lift any form of
Internet suspension in the
state of Manipur, which
was in good faith imposed

as preventive measures in
public interests in view of
violence in the state.”

The order also cautioned
Internet users to refrain
from activities that could
lead to future Internet
suspensions.

Amid protests, Manipur govt
lifts Internet ban in 9 districts

AMRESH SSRIVASTAVA
NEW DELHI/CHANDIGARH,
DEC. 9

Soon after the implemen-
tation of the three new
criminals laws on July 1,
the Chandigarh police has
filed chargesheets in 245
cases and also secured
four convictions out of
1179 FIRs registered so far. 

The police officials also
said that “trials in absen-
tia” would be initiated
against nearly 1500

absconders, hiding abroad
to avoid legal proceedings.

Briefing the media per-
sons on Sunday, the
Chandigarh DGP S.S.
Yadav said that “foolproof”
technologies are being
used and prescribed proto-
cols are strictly followed
right from call to police sta-
tions to filing charge
sheets in the courts.

Under the new laws, it is
compulsory to video
recording of every step
during the probe, right

from receiving a distress
call on Emergency
Response number 112 to
the collection of evidence,
photography of the crime
scene and to get it digitally

uploaded on the special
application E-Sakshya, a
cloud-based service oper-
ated by the National
Informatics Centre.

The officials also
informed that seized prop-
erties like vehicles will
not be left long at police
stations and the list of evi-
dence has to be prepared
within 14 days to send it to
the court.

The laws also provide the
use of various applica-
tions such as Nafis

(National Automated
Fingerprint Identification
System) and face recogni-
tion system “Chitra
Khoji” apps developed by
the government.

On December 3, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
dedicated the implementa-
tion of the three laws:
Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita,
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam, 2023 to the
nation.

Chd cops file charges in 245 cases under new laws
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The BJP on Monday
announced three candi-
dates for the upcoming
Rajya Sabha bypolls. The
party named former
National Commission for
Women (NCW) chief
Rekha Sharma as its can-
didate from Haryana. The
party has fielded Ryaga
Krishnaiah from Andhra
Pradesh and Sujeet
Kumar from Odisha; the
two had switched over
from the YSRCP and the
BJD, respectively.

Mr Krishnaiah had
resigned his Rajya Sabha
seat and left the YSRCP,
whereas, Mr Kumar had
resigned from his upper
house seat after which he

was expelled by the BJD.
Three vacancies arose

in Andhra Pradesh, when
YSRCP members
Venkataramana 

Rao Mopidevi, Beedha
Masthan Rao Yadav and
Ryaga Krishnaiah quit
their memberships in
August.  Mr Yadav and Mr
Krishnaiah’s terms as
Rajya Sabha members
were to end on June 21,
2028, while Ms Mopidevi
was to retire on June 21,
2026. A vacancy occurred
in Odisha, when Mr
Kumar quit his seat, fol-
lowing which he was
expelled by the BJD. His
term was to end on April
2, 2026. Krishan Lal
Panwar of the BJP had
quit his Rajya Sabha seat
from Haryana.

RS bypolls: BJP names 3
picks; fields ex-NCW chief 

◗ ◗ TTHHEE OOFFFFIICCIIAALLSS also
informed that seized
properties like vehicles
will not be left long at
police stations and the
list of evidence has to be
prepared within 14 days
to send it to the court

Foreign tourists bask in the sun on the rooftop of a hotel near the Taj Mahal in Agra
on Monday. — PTI

■■ CCoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  PPaaggee  11
doubled in the last 10
years,” he said, adding
that even Foreign Direct
Investment had increased
more than two times in
the last decade in compar-
ison with the decade
before 2014.

The PM noted that the
infrastructure expendi-
ture of India had increas-
ed to `11 trillion from
nearly `2 trillion. “India’s
success showcases the
true power of democracy,
demography, digital data
and delivery,” he said.

Mr Modi noted the suc-
cess and empowerment of
democracy in a diverse
country like India was a
great achievement in
itself. 

He remarked that wel-
fare of humanity while
being a democratic nation
was at the core of the phi-
losophy of India. Mr Modi
hailed the demography,
that is youth power, for
taking forward these anc-
ient traditions of India,
and remarked that India
was going to be among the
youngest countries in the
world for many years to
come and it will have the
largest pool of youth as
well as the largest skilled
youth group.

Later, launching the
“Bima Sakhi Yojana” of
the Life Insurance Corpo-
ration in Panipat, the PM
assured the women of

Haryana that the state
would develop rapidly and
that the governments at
the Centre and the state
will work three times
faster in their third term.
He expressed confidence
that the role of women
power in Haryana would
continue to grow stronger.

Mr Modi said that to
empower women it was
very important that they
get ample opportunities to
move forward and every
obstacle was removed
from in front of them. He
added that for a long time,
there were many jobs in
the country that were
barred for women, but the
BJP government has
resolved to remove every
obstacle coming their way.

Mr Modi informed the
gathering that over 10
crore women across the
country were associated
with self-help groups and
the government has pro-
vided assistance of more
than `8 lakh crores to
women-led self-help
groups.

Listing the initiatives
taken by the BJP-led NDA
government at the
Centre, the PM took a dig
at the Opposition, saying
those who weigh every-
thing on the scale of the
vote bank have failed to
understand why he was
increasingly getting the
support of women in the
country.          

PM: India’s progress 
visible in every field

■ Govt was confused on farmers’ march, says Punjab Kisan neta

‘No jatha will march to Delhi today’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc..  99::
Slamming the Centre,
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Monday said farmers
are pleading for justice
because the Modi gov-
ernment “betrayed them
again and again”, and
asserted that the tillers’
right to raise their voice
should not  be taken
away from them.

Mr Kharge asked
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as to
why farmers have to
come to Delhi’s doorstep
again and again for jus-
tice. “Today, when you
will be on a tour to
Haryana and Rajasthan,
I hope that you will defi-
nitely try to understand
the struggle of the
farmer who provides
food to the nation.
Farmers are pleading
for  justice because your
government has
betrayed them again and
again,” Mr Kharge said
on a X post. — PTI

‘Farmers have
been betrayed
by Modi govt’

■ INDIA camp alleges V-P biased against it, backing ruling pary

Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar conducts
proceedings in the House during the Winter session of
Parliament in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI

◗ ◗ WWHHIILLEE SSHHIIVV
Sena(UBT) MLAs decid-
ed to skip the poll, the
other partners of the
MVA alliance — the
Congress and the NCP
(SP) — attended it

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the
Manipur government to
submit a detailed report
in a sealed cover on the
number of properties
that were fully or partial-
ly burnt, looted or
encroached upon during
the ongoing ethnic vio-
lence in the state.

Stressing the need for
the state to address the

grievances of the dis-
placed persons and take
steps to restore their
properties, a bench com-
prising Chief Justice
Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar
said, “We also direct the
state government to pro-
vide the following details:
1. Buildings burnt and
partially burnt, 2.
Buildings which are loot-
ed; and (3) the buildings
trespassed and
encroached upon.”

Give info on arson, property
encroachments: SC to state

Sanjay Seth
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SHORT TAKES

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The Supreme
Court on Monday upheld an

order of the Bombay high
court which commuted the

death penalty of two convicts
in the 2007 Pune BPO

employee gang-rape and
murder case to “life term for
a period of 35 years” on the

grounds of an inordinate
delay in executing them. A
bench of Justices Abhay S

Oka, Ahsanuddin Amanullah
and Augustine George Masih
dismissed the appeal filed by
the Maharashtra government
challenging the Bombay high
court judgment. The convicts

— Purushottam Borate and
Pradeep Kokade — were to

be executed on June 24, 2019
but the high court said on

June 21, 2019 that the execu-
tion should not take place

until further orders. The high
court on July 29, 2019 had
allowed the convicts’ peti-

tions to stay the execution of
their death warrant.

Rape-murder case:
SC upholds HC order

JJuunnaaggaaddhh:: Seven persons,
including four college stu-

dents, headed to a village to
appear for an exam, were

killed when two cars collided
in Gujarat’s Junagadh district

on Monday, police said. The
incident occurred on the

Junagadh-Veraval High-way
around 8 AM when a car

jumped the road divider at
high speed and crashed into
another car coming from the

opposite direction near
Bhanduri village, said deputy

superintendent of police,
Dinesh Kodiyatar. “Due to an

unknown reason, the car
veered off the road and hit

the road divider at high
speed. The vehicle then

crashed into another car com-
ing from the opposite direc-

tion. All the seven passengers
in both the cars died on the

spot due to the collision,”
Kodiyatar said. The car com-

ing from Keshod and heading
towards Gadu village which

jumped the road divider was
carrying five persons, includ-

ing four college students,
while another car had two

passengers. — PTI

4 students among 7
killed in Raj mishap

BBeerrhhaammppoorree:: Three youths
were killed in a bomb explo-

sion near the India-Bangla-
desh border in Murshidabad

of West Bengal late on
Sunday night. At around 11

pm, villagers of Khayertala in
Sagarpara woke up to a deaf-

ening sound when several
bombs exploded at 30-year-

old Mamun Mollah’s two-
storeyed house, leaving it

badly damaged. At least four
youths, who were making

crude bombs inside, suffered
fatal injuries with deep burns

on their hands and faces. One
of them, Mustakin Sheikh

(28), died at the spot. Two
others, Mamun and Sakirul
Islam (32), succumbed to

injuries at the Murshidabad
Medical College and Hospital.
The bodies were sent for post

mortem. The fourth injured
was rushed to a private hos-
pital for treatment. A police

team with a bomb squad
later cordoned off the 

damaged house.

Bomb explodes in
Murshidabad, 3 die

RAJIB CCHOWDHURI 
KOLKATA, DEC. 9

West Bengal chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on
Monday reacted strongly
to reported statements by
some Bangladeshi leaders
that Bangladesh could
occupy Bengal along with
two other neighbouring
states, calling them
"absurd". She also warned
them that Indians would
not sit and have a “lol-
lipop” to their claim to
occupy the state within
days.

Her swipe to the
Bangladeshi leaders
comes on a day when for-
eign secretary Vikram
Misri visited Dhaka and
held meetings with
Bangladesh interim gov-
ernment chief adviser
Muhammad Yunus and
other officials in the wake
of the attacks on the

Hindu community in the
neighbouring country.

The Trinamul Congress
supremo, speaking at the
state Assembly during the
Winter Session, also
mocked the Bangladeshi
leaders saying, "Stay calm
and healthy and have
peace of mind."

Recently, a Bangladesh
Nationalist Party leader
threatened at a rally in
Dhaka to occupy Bengal,
Bihar and Odisha.

Reacting to provocative

statements, Ms Banerjee
told the House, “When you
reach here to take over,
will we have lollipops?
Don’t think we will
remain seated. We should
not comment in such a
way that would instigate
communal violence. All
people are protesting in
their capacity.”

Regarding the issue of
Bangladesh nationals
attempting to cross the
border into West Bengal,
MS Banerjee stated that

the Border Security Force
(BSF) was monitoring the
situation.

“Many are trying to
come to India from
Bangladesh. The BSF is
monitoring this. I would
not comment on this. It is
not our area. Our foreign
secretary is there. The
BSF is keeping a watch on
our borders."

The West Bengal CM also
called upon the media to
be cautious in their cover-
age of the Bangladesh
issue, particularly regard-
ing the spread of fake
videos.

“We are not taking it
well. Miscreants are try-
ing to instigate riots. We
do not need riots, we need
peace. What a section of
the media is doing is not
right. We can’t ban them
like Uttar Pradesh. We are
appealing that they should
not do this.”

‘Absurd’: Didi hits out at B’desh
leaders for ‘occupy WB remark’

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

A day after rebel forces
overthrew President
Bashar al-Assad's authori-
tarian government in
Syria, New Delhi on
Monday said that the unity,
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Syria should
be preserved and batted for
an inclusive Syrian-led
process to establish peace
there in a post-Assad sce-
nario.

“We are monitoring the
situation in Syria in the
light of ongoing develop-
ments. We underline the
need for all parties to work
towards preserving the
unity, sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of Syria.
We advocate a peaceful and
inclusive Syrian-led politi-
cal process respecting the
interests and aspirations of
all sections of Syrian soci-
ety,” the ministry of exter-

nal affairs said.
The MEA added that the

Indian embassy in
Damascus is in contact
with the Indian communi-
ty for their safety and secu-
rity.  Sources had said ear-
lier on Sunday that the
Indian embassy in
Damascus remains opera-
tional and that all Indians
there are safe. New Delhi
had said last week that
“there are about 90 Indian
nationals in Syria, includ-
ing 14 who are working in
various UN organizations”
and that “our mission
remains in close contact
with our nationals for
their safety and security.”

India had also issued an
advisory last week, before
the fall of the Assad gov-
ernment, and urged Indian
citizens not to travel to
Syria while asking those
already there to leave by
the earliest possible com-
mercial flight.

As per media reports, the
Syrian President resigned
and fled to Russia, which
was one of the main back-
ers of his now-erstwhile
government along with
Iran. In a statement on
Monday, Moscow said, “We
are monitoring the dra-
matic developments in
Syria with extreme con-
cern. Following his talks
with a number of partici-
pants in the armed conflict
in the Syrian Arab
Republic, Bashar al-Assad
decided to step down as the
Syrian President and leave
the country, instructing
the government to transfer
power peacefully.”

AKSHAYA KKUMAR SSAHOO
BHUBANESWAR, DEC. 9

Odisha health minister
Mukesh Mahaling
announced in the state
Assembly on Monday that
all 30 districts of the state,
including Bhadrak, will
soon have their medical
colleges. The move is part
of the state government’s
efforts to strengthen
healthcare infrastructure
and address the acute
shortage of medical pro-
fessionals. 

“It is important to set up
medical colleges and fill
vacant doctor posts. We
have committed to this ini-
tiative in our election
manifesto,” he said while
addressing the Assembly.
To expedite the process,
the state government has
introduced key amend-
ments to the medical
recruitment policy, receiv-
ing approval from CM
Mohan Charan Majhi.

“The recruitment
process for 5,000 doctors

will begin
s o o n ,
along with
f i l l i n g
3 , 0 0 0
v a c a n t
paramed-
ical staff
positions,”
the minis-
ter added.

The establishment of med-
ical colleges has been pri-
oritised to improve health-
care accessibility across
the state. According to Mr
Mahaling, the government
is investing ̀ 250-300 crores
in setting up a 100-bed
medical college. 

At present, Odisha faces
a severe shortage of
healthcare professionals,
with 5,014 doctor posts
vacant, including 1,114
specialist positions. 

In at least 375 locations
across the state, communi-
ty health centres (CHCs)
operate without a 
single doctor, severely
impacting rural health-
care services. 

AGE CCORRESPONDENT 
BHUBANESWAR, DEC. 9

In a major crackdown on
illegal cannabis (ganja)
cultivation in Odisha, a
joint team of police and
excise department offi-
cials raided and
destroyed cannabis crops
worth `8 crore in the
Gajapati district on
Sunday, reports said on
Monday.

As per sources, authori-
ties acted on a tip-off
about illegal cannabis
cultivation on a hill near
Pengam village under the
Bada Sindhaba panchayat
within the Mohana police

limits. Over 100 personnel
from both departments
participated in the raid,
destroying approximately
42 acres of cannabis
crops by setting them on
fire. 

This operation is the lat-
est in a series of crack-
downs on illegal cannabis
cultivation in Odisha, fol-
lowing similar actions in
the Adaba and R.
Udayagiri police limits.
The intensified action
comes as part of the
Odisha government’s
“Green Clean” campaign,
which aims to eradicate
cannabis cultivation from
the state by 2026.

Minister: Med colleges 
in all Odisha dists soon

42 acres of ganja crop worth
`8 crores destroyed in Odisha

AKSHAYA KKUMAR
SAHOO 
BHUBANESWAR, DEC. 9

Odisha chief minister
Mohan Charan Majhi
revealed on Monday that
over 59,000 people in the
state have fallen prey to
online trading fraud in
the past six years. He
shared these figures in a
written statement pre-
sented during the state
Assembly session. 

Between 2019 and
November 2024, the state
registered 769 cases of
online trading scams,
affecting 59,437 individu-
als. 

The number of report-
ed cases peaked in 2023
and 2024, with 190 cases
impacting 18,994 victims
in 2023 and 472 cases
defrauding 40,270 people
in 2024 alone. 

The economic offences
wing (EOW) of the
Odisha police also
reported significant
cases, with four online
trading fraud incidents
in 2023 involving 18,804
victims and three more
in 2024 affecting 40,219
individuals. 

To combat the surge in
cybercrime, the state
launched a dedicated
cybercrime unit under
the crime branch in
Bhubaneswar on
September 5, 2023. 

The unit specialises in
investigating identity
theft, hacking, phishing
and financial frauds
such as ATM and online
banking scams. 

Mr Majhi also high-
lighted the state’s first
cyber police station,
established in 2004 and
later moved to Cuttack
in 2006. 

In 6 yrs, over
59,000 online
fraud victims
in Odisha: CM

India calls for preserving
unity, sovereignty of Syria

AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd,,  DDeecc..  99:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday said efforts are
being made to bring youth
into politics because it
cannot be left to those who
only believe in dynasty
politics and consider it as
family property. Virtually
addressing an event organ-
ised by Ramkrishna Math
at Lekhamba village near
Sanand town here, the PM
said the Young Leaders’
Dialogue will be organised
in Delhi on the birth
anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda to “make a
new beginning” towards
this aim. 

In his address, Mr Modi
said spiritual leader
Swami Vivekan-anda, the
founder of Ramakrishna
Math and Ramakrishna
Mission, was of the opin-
ion that participation of
youths will be crucial for
the development of the

n a t i o n .
“ A l o n g
with tech-
n o l o g y
and other
sectors, it
is needed
that our
y o u n g -
sters lead

our country in politics too
because we cannot leave it
to those who believe only
in dynasty politics. We
cannot handover politics
to those who consider pol-
itics as their family’s
property” the PM said. 

“That is why we are
going to make a new begin-
ning. On the occasion of
Swami Vivekananda’s
birth anniversary, we are
organising Young Leaders’
Dialogue in Delhi. While
2,000 selected youths will
remain present in person,
crores of youths will join
the event with the help of

technology,” the PM said. 
At the event, youths will

discuss India’s resolve to
turn the country into a
developed one, he said,
adding a roadmap will be
prepared on how youth
participation in politics
can be increased. 

“It is our resolve to bring
nearly one lakh talented
and energetic youth into
politics. These youngsters
will become the country's
future and the new face of
India’s politics. Our coun-
try is marching ahead in
the direction of realising
the dreams of Swami
Vivekananda,” the PM
asserted. 

Gujarat played an impor-
tant role in the life of
Swami Vivekananda as he
had stayed at several
places in the state during
his spiritual journey, the
PM told the gathering. 

— PTI

When you reach here to
take over, will we have 
lollipops? Don’t think we

will remain seated. We should
not comment in such a way that
would instigate communal 
violence.

— Mamata Banerjee, 
West Bengal CM

■■ CCoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  PPaaggee  11
Bangladesh mission in
Agartala. In a statement
issued in the evening, New
Delhi said Mr Misri “reiterat-
ed India’s willingness to build
a positive and constructive
relationship with
Bangladesh, based on mutual
trust and respect and mutual
sensitivity to each other’s
concerns and interests” while
“highlighting India’s support
for a democratic, stable,
peaceful, progressive and
inclusive Bangladesh”.   

During the talks, “both sides
held comprehensive discus-
sions on a wide range of
issues, covering political and
security matters, border man-
agement, trade, commerce
and connectivity, cooperation
in water, power and energy
sectors, development coopera-
tion, consular, cultural and
people-to-people ties”, New
Delhi said, adding: “They also
exchanged views on sub-
regional, regional and multi-
lateral issues, and agreed to
enhance consultations and
cooperation to advance
regional integration, includ-
ing under the Bimstec frame-
work”. During his visit, the
foreign secretary also called
on the chief adviser of the
interim government (equiva-
lent to Prime Minister)
Muhammad Yunus and the
foreign adviser (foreign min-
ister) Touhid Hossain.  

Reminding Bangladesh that
both nations have a “mutual-
ly beneficial engagement on a

whole set of issues, ranging
from trade, commerce, con-
nectivity, power, water, and
energy, and development
cooperation, consular cooper-
ation and cultural coopera-
tion”, Mr Misri said “there is
no reason why this mutually
beneficial cooperation should
not continue to deliver in the
interests of both our peo-
ples”. He told the media later
that India “expects, overall, a
constructive approach on all
these issues by the
Bangladesh authorities, and
we look forward to moving
the relationship forward in a
positive, forward-looking, and
constructive direction”.

This visit is taking place
amid bilateral tensions after
the ouster of Sheikh Hasina
as PM in Dhaka four months
ago, as the interim govern-
ment led by Nobel laureate
Muhammed Yunus is seen to
be taking an anti-India stand
and targeting Hindu organi-
sations while looking the
other way when religious fun-
damentalists are attacking
Hindu temples and looting
the properties of Hindus
there.

In a statement to the
Bangladesh media after the
talks, Mr Misri said: “I am
here in Dhaka at the invita-
tion of my Bangladesh col-
league, Mohammad Jashimu-
ddin, the foreign secretary of
Bangladesh, for discussions
and consultations on the
entire gamut of issues…
Since the political changes in

Bangladesh in August this
year, there has of course been
contact between our leader-
ships… Today's discussions
have given both of us the
opportunity to take stock of
our relations, and I appreciate
the opportunity today to have
had a frank, candid, and con-
structive exchange of views
with all my interlocutors…
We have seen in the past, and
we continue to see in the
future, this relationship as a
people-centric and people-ori-
ented relationship, one that
has the benefit of all the peo-
ple as its central motivational
force.” He added: “We had the
opportunity to discuss cer-
tain recent developments and
issues, and I conveyed our
concerns, including those
related to the safety and wel-
fare of minorities. We also
discussed some regrettable
incidents of attacks on cultur-
al, religious, and diplomatic
properties… We look forward
to moving the relationship
forward in a positive, for-
ward-looking, and construc-
tive direction.”

Meanwhile, Bangladesh’s
ex-PM Sheikh Hasina, who
fled to India in August this
year after being deposed,
launched yet another attack
on the Yunus-led interim gov-
ernment in Dhaka and
described it as “fascist”.
Speaking at an overseas event
in virtual mode, Ms Hasina
was quoted as saying: “This
darkness will end, and the fas-
cist, murderous, conspiratori-

al Yunus government will
learn a lesson from the people
of Bangladesh. They are
destroying our country, and
have created terror there.
Please unite and remove this
fascist government so that
Bangladesh’s future can be
secure… Now, who will you
seek justice from? Anyone
can enter your home and steal
everything. They are filing
false cases and releasing
those who have killed people.
Why did they loot the rooms
of MPs and the Parliament
building? They are looting the
country. Why are they
destroying the economy? Why
are they doing this? Murderer
Yunus and his advisers will
have to answer for this.”

She added: “They (Yunus-
led government) have tor-
tured and assaulted religious
minorities in Bangladesh.
They attacked religious sites
as well, including temples and
churches. Several Awami
League leaders have been
killed… They have arrested
Chinmoy Krishna Prabhu
and have not allowed a lawyer
for him… Yunus designed the
conspiracy against our gov-
ernment. He accepted hatch-
ing the conspiracy. He was the
mastermind… We accepted
their demands, but still,
Yunus did all this to rule
Bangladesh… I have not
handed over the government,
it was occupied by the Yunus-
led protesters. I fled the coun-
try as I never wanted to do
politics on dead bodies.”

FS flags attacks on minorities in Dhaka

■■ CCoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  PPaaggee  11
from his current
Patparganj seat. 

“Politics for me is a
means to education, hon-
esty, and public welfare. I
am ready to replicate the
work done in Patparganj
in Jangpura,” said Mr
Sisodia after the party’s
announcement. On Mr
Sisodia’s shift to a differ-
ent seat, Mr Rai said:
“Manish Sisodia is capa-
ble of winning anywhere
in Delhi.”

In another twist, Ms
Bidlan has been shifted to
Madipur from
Mongolpuri constituency.
Madipur MLA Girish Soni
has been dropped. 

Ms Bidlan, who contest-
ed and won the
Mangolpuri seat thrice,
has been replaced by
Rakesh Jatav Dharamr-
akshak, who will now con-
test from her seat in
North-West Delhi. 

Narela MLA Sharad
Kumar Chauhan has been
replaced by Dinesh
Bharadwaj, while
Timarpur MLA and the
party's chief whip in the
Assembly Dilip K. Pandey
has been dropped and the
party has fielded former
Congress MLA Surendra
Pal Singh Bittu. 

Mukesh Goel, Leader of
the House in the MCD, has
been projected from

Adarsh Nagar in place of
Pawan Sharma.

In Mundka, Dharampal
Lakhra had to make way
for Jasbir Karala. 

Pradeep Mittal was
asked to helm Rohini,
which the AAP lost to the
BJP’s Vijender Gupta in
2020. Bijwasan MLA B.S.
Joon has also been
dropped in favour of
Surendar Bharadwaj.
Joginder Solanki will con-
test from the Palam seat,
replacing sitting MLA
Bhavna Gaur. Naveen
Choudhary will contest
from the Gandhi Nagar
seat, currently held by
BJP MLA Anil Kumar
Bajpai.

AAP shifts Manish Sisodia 

■■ CCoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  PPaaggee  11
Gandhi with the Soros-
backed outfits allegedly
involved in anti-India
activities.

The leaders of some
INDIA bloc parties protest-
ed within the Parliament
complex on the Adani row,
with Mr Rahul Gandhi
conducting a mock “inter-
view” over the Adani issue
with Congress members
wearing masks of Mr Modi
and industrialist Gautam
Adani. Mr Gandhi and
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge along
with the MPs of other
Opposition parties raised
slogans of “Modi, Adani
ek hain” and “we want jus-
tice”.

In the Rajya Sabha,
Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar warned that the
“functioning of the deep
state affects us more perni-
ciously than the Covid dis-
ease” after the House wit-
nessed repeated adjourn-
ments. As the Upper House
re-assembled at 3 pm after
three adjournments earli-
er in the day, Mr Dhankhar
said that a meeting was
held in his chamber
between the Leader of the
House and the Leader of
the Opposition.

“The purpose of that
meeting was to ensure that
the House runs smoothly.
Both sides had a frank dis-
cussion and they signalled
two things. One, that the

integrity and sovereignty
of the nation are sacred for
us. We cannot allow any
forces within the country
or outside to sacrilege our
unity, our integrity and
our sovereignty,” Mr
Dhankhar said, adding
that the leaders have
agreed to meet in his
chamber again at 10.30 am
on Tuesday.

The Chairman appealed
to all members to carefully
consider the oath under
the Constitution they have
taken to ensure the integri-
ty of the nation on a prior-
ity basis.

“Any challenge to the
unity and integrity of the
nation from within or out-
side requires all of us to
offer a united challenge…
It is a challenge to our very
existence. We as a nation
are committed to fighting
sinister forces, the forces
that are inimical to India...
A deep state that is evolv-
ing is required to be neu-
tralised by all of us,” he
said.

Mr Dhankhar further
urged members to share
the sentiments of the 1.4
billion people at large who
are extremely concerned
that “all divisive forces, all
forces that are pernicious
to the concept of Bharat,
all forces that have a sinis-
ter design to run down our
democracy, to bring down
our progress, to impede
our economic upsurge

have to be defeated by us”.
He said the sentiment

shared by the people has to
emanate from the House,
and at this critical moment
when the country is facing
such challenges, it must
send a united voice so that
these forces are defeated.

The Chairman cautioned
that we cannot afford to
overlook such evil designs,
asserting that the “func-
tioning of the deep state
affects us more pernicious-
ly than the Covid disease”,
before adjourning the
Upper House for the day.

Earlier, when the House
assembled at 11 am, Mr
Dhankhar said that notices
under Rule 267 have been
rejected, after which some
members of the treasury
benches said they want to
raise the media reports on
a senior Congress leader
from the other House and
Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s links
with Mr Soros, which the
Congress members vehe-
mently opposed. Leader of
the Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge and
other Congress leaders
like Jairam Ramesh and
Pramod Tiwari asked how
the Chairman was allow-
ing the ruling party mem-
bers to raise the issue
when he had rejected their
notices in this regard. Mr
Kharge also read out rules
whereby any member can’t
raise such an issue against
another member, following

which the Chairman asked
which member he was
referring to.

“We did not expect this
from you,” Congress’
Digvijaya Singh told the
Chair as Congress’
Pramod Tiwari alleged
that ruling party MPs were
siding with Mr Adani and
disturbing the House for
him.

BJP’s Radha Mohan Das
Aggarwal said party MPs
have not named any party
and will speak during the
discussion on how
Congress leaders were col-
luding with elements of
the “deep state” and Mr
Soros to destabilise the
country and break it into
pieces.

In the Lok Sabha, a visi-
bly agitated Speaker Om
Birla asked the protesting
Opposition MPs to go back
to their seats and allow the
House to function, when it
met for the day. “Question
Hour is significant. Allow
the House to function prop-
erly. But you don’t want to
allow the House to run.
The country wants the
House to run. You are dis-
rupting proceedings of the
House,” he told the protest-
ing members and
adjourned the House till 12
noon. The noisy protests
again forced an adjourn-
ment till 2 pm and then till
3 pm, before the proceed-
ings were called off for the
day.

Row over Cong-Soros issue stalls Houses

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY
RAIPUR, DEC 9

The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment has intensified
its efforts to identify and
deport the Banglad
eshi infiltrators in the 
state.

The illegal imirgants
will be identified and
arrested soon, deputy
chief minister Vijay
Sharma said. He exhort-
ed the Maoists to lay
down arms and join 
the mainstream of the
society. As many as 850
Bangladeshi infiltrators
have been identified in
the state in the last one
year and steps have been
taken to deport them,
Mr Sharma said here on
Monday.

According to him, 500
Bangladeshi infiltrators
were found to staying in
different parts of
Bastar in the state and
they have been depo
rted

Similarly, 350 such ille-
gal immigrants have
been found to be staying
in Kawardha district in
the state and steps have
been initiated to deport
them.

Mr Sharma said that 46
Bangladeshi infiltrators
have been identified in
Kondagaon under
Bastar division and
arrested.

The government has
begun the process of
deporting them.

Mr Sharma indicated
that the police was work-
ing on the inputs on the
infiltration of illegal
Bangladeshi immi-
grants in some other dis-
tricts such as Durg in
the state.

Infiltrators to
be identified
& deported:
C’garh dy CM

‘Will we have lollipop while you come to occupy our land?’ says CM

■ ‘Youth participation crucial for development’

◗ ◗ WWEE UUNNDDEERRLLIINNEE the
need for all parties to
work towards preserv-
ing the unity, sovereign-
ty and territorial
integrity of Syria, says
MEA

Politics can’t be left to those who
only believe in dynasty, says PM

■ Monitoring developments in Arab nation: MEA

Narendra
Modi

Mukesh
Mahaling
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T
he frustration West Bengal chief minister and Trinamul Congress
supremo Mamata Banerjee aired on the rudderless voyage of the
INDIA bloc, her offer to lead the Opposition alliance shows and the
traction her suggestion has got among the alliance partners are at

best a warning shot aimed at the Congress leadership, asking it not to take
the alliance for granted and that it must be mindful of the task on hand.

INDIA bloc was formed in 2023 with the goal of what they said stopping
the BJP from its series of assaults on the Constitution and its institutions
and preventing  the saffron alliance from coming to power again after the
2024 Lok Sabha elections, among other things. 

The goal was to be attained by bringing together all those who are
opposed to the Hindutva brigade. 

There was no formal leader for the cause but the Congress, given its his-
torical role and its presence across the country, was perceived to be the
natural choice. But the grand old party of Indian politics chose to neglect
its responsibility when it virtually ignored its allies in the elections to the
Assemblies in five states held in October-November 2023. The bitter expe-
rience brought some sense to the Congress leadership which acted with a

spirit of accommodation and stitched together a
viable platform against the BJP in the Lok
Sabha elections. 

The effort was a partial success in that it was
able to stop the BJP from gaining an absolute
majority in the Lok Sabha; it needed its new-
found allies, including the Telugu Desam and,
interestingly, the Janata Dal (U), a founding
member of the INDIA bloc, to survive a parlia-
mentary vote.

However, the Congress leadership again
missed the challenges and opportunities that
the state Assembly elections in Haryana and
Maharashtra provided. Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge was only acknowledging

the fact when he pointed to the factionalism within the party as a reason
for the electoral drubbing. No party can afford to remain a divided house
when fighting a well-oiled and well-funded cadre-based BJP machinery.
That the Congress president made it known publicly is a good sign if he fol-
lows up on it.

The Congress must disabuse itself of such thoughts that it commands the
leadership of the centrist forces in the country by default, that the
Opposition system revolves around it and that the party centered around
the Gandhi family. 

Each one of the major allies, be it the Trinamul Congress, the  Samajwadi
Party, the DMK, the RJD or the AAP, is leading its fight against the BJP in
its own right and has the wherewithal to give the saffron combine a run for
its money. It is the Congress which has consistently failed their expecta-
tions, be it in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana or in Chhattisgarh.

It is for the Congress leadership to show the mettle to accept the chal-
lenge Ms Banerjee has thrown and respond to it, reflecting its responsibil-
ities. No party is indispensable in a democracy which remains a vibrant
system. Those who can’t decipher the message of the times and act accord-
ingly will be cast aside, and those who can, will seize the day. This is going
to be a turning point in the life of the INDIA bloc. 
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Allies’ support for Mamata
wake-up call for Congress

No party is 
indispensable in a
democracy which
remains a vibrant

system. Those
who can’t 

decipher the 
message of the

times and act
accordingly will be

cast aside.

T
he 24-year-old
government of
Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad
was ousted on

Sunday, December 8, as
rebel forces from southern
Syria swamped the capital,
Damascus, ahead of the
main rebel thrust from the
north. The sudden collapse
of the Syrian military and
the Ba’athist regime sur-
prised most of the world,
including the United
States, which has at least
900 soldiers in northeast
Syria, ostensibly to moni-
tor Daesh, or the Islamic
State.

The rebel operation
began on November 27 as
local retaliation and then
extended to Aleppo, Syria’s
second largest city. That
fell two days later, followed
by Hama on December 5
and the third largest city
Homs on December 7. A
day later, the capital
Damascus was “freed”.
Why did Syria’s military
and then its foreign allies,
such as Russia and Iran, let
this happen? Russia is dis-
tracted and even weakened
by its misadventure in
Ukraine. The Iranian abili-
ty was compromised by
Israel’s relentless attack on
Hezbollah, the decapitation
of its top leadership and
that of Iran’s Quds Force,
which was training and
equipping the militias of
non-Arab Shias, including
from Pakistan. The rapid
collapse of the Syrian
National Army is compara-
ble to that of the US-trained
and equipped Afghan
National Army when the
Americans prepared to
pull out of Afghanistan just
over three years ago. Both
cases demonstrated that
once external support
weakens, then the morale
of any indigenous Army
units, sensing lack of sup-
port or even animus
amongst the local popula-
tion, begins to crack. The
Assad family managed to
rule for 50 years, despite
belonging to the Alawite-
Shia community constitut-
ing just 10 per cent of the

population, by repressive
measures and brutal
authoritarian control.

Mr Assad earlier faced
displacement once the
Arab Spring, a street-level
popular uprisings in the
Arab world which began in
Tunisia and overthrew
authoritarian rulers in
Egypt and Libya, hit Syria
in 2011. But Iran and
Russia had helped to sta-
bilise his government.

Thus unsurprisingly,
according to a BBC report,
Bashar al-Assad and his
family have got asylum in
Russia. Meanwhile, the
fate remains uncertain of
the Russian naval base at
Tartus as well as an air-
base. Both these facilities
had allowed Russia to sup-
port their militias in Africa
and project Russian influ-
ence and presence across
West Asia and the eastern
Mediterranean. Both facili-
ties being west of a moun-
tain chain appear to be safe
for now. Though reported-
ly Russia has begun with-
drawing its helicopters and
moved ships out of the port,
ostensibly for an exercise.

The rebel coalition’s
main component is Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), led
by Abu Mohammad al-
Jilani. They controlled till
now a small area around
Idlib. Al-Jilani formed the
Nusra Front during the
early phase of the Syrian
civil war but claims to have
left the Islamic State, or
Daesh, in 2016. Reportedly,
HTS’ rule in Idlib was
authoritarian, conserva-
tive and intolerant of dis-
sent, though it left the
minorities alone. His latest
statements preach toler-
ance and coexistence. Only
time will tell if he main-
tains that, but the multi-
ethnic and diverse nature
of the Syrian population
practising multiple faiths
can only be handled either,
like the Assads, by authori-
tarian secularism, or via
tolerant democracy. Egypt
provides an example.

After President Hosni
Mubarak’s ouster follow-
ing the popular protests in

2011, an election led to a
Muslim Brotherhood
Islamist government. Soon
popular resentment arose
over its attempt to impose
an Islamic framework,
which in turn allowed the
military to execute another
coup and seize power.

According to the CIA
World Factbook, the
Syrian population is 87 per
cent Muslim, of which 74
per cent are Sunnis. The
rest are Shias, dominated
by the Alawis, besides
some Ismailis. Christians
are estimated to be 10 per
cent, mostly Greek
Orthodox or Catholic.

The rebels were quoted
claiming that “the future is
ours”. However, Syria’s
neighbours and global lead-
ers have voiced concern.
US President Joe Biden has
cautioned about the resur-
gence of the Islamic State
or Daesh. Germany
expressed relief over Mr
Assad’s ouster but also
warned about the ascent of
disruptive Islamist ele-
ments.

France, diplomatic as
always, simply advocated a
peaceful transition. Iran
cautiously suggests that
decision-making must be
“solely the responsibility”
of Syrians. Jordan’s King
Abdullah II appeared to be
supporting the rebels, hop-
ing to keep the lines of com-
munication open.

The challenge for HTS
would be to keep the dis-
parate rebel components
united. The first challenge
would be the Kurdish
People’s Defence Units,
called YPG, with about
70,000 fighters. They played
an important role, with US
help, to eliminate ISIS’ con-
trol. Turkey and Qatar
characterise them as a ter-
rorist organisation.

Turkey and Iran fear
their links to their own
substantial Kurdish popu-
lations, especially Turkey’s
PKK. Kurds are an Iranic

ethnic group scattered
amongst Iran, Iraq, Turkey
and Syria. They number
around 40 million, ranging
from 14.3-20 million in
Turkey, 8.2-12 million in
Iran, 5.6-8.5 million in Iraq
and 2-3.6 million in Syria.
Even in Germany, they are
1.2-1.5 million. US
President-elect Donald
Trump has voiced happi-
ness over Mr Assad’s
ouster but strongly urged a
hands-off policy regarding
Syria. Does that mean that
the United States will aban-
don the Syrian Kurds as
they did Afghan allies ear-
lier?

One obvious lesson is
that Israel’s blitzkrieg to
weaken both the Hezbollah
and Iranian influence in
West Asia created a vacu-
um which the Syrian
rebels have quickly exploit-
ed. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu now
voices concern over the
next regime in Damascus.
Israel’s military has also
acted to seize the Golan
Heights’ areas vacated by
the Syrian Army. A secular
regime run by Bashar al-
Assad, despite allowing
Iran land access to
Hezbollah, provided more
regional stability than a
ruling group with past
links to the Islamic State
and unknown future
propensities. The immedi-
ate gain for Turkey and
Lebanon is that Syrian
refugees have begun trick-
ling back into Syria.

Syria’s Prime Minister
Mohammad Ghazi al-
Jalali, who refused to aban-
don his post, has offered to
assist in the transition. If
an orderly transition
occurs and the new rulers
quickly establish control
without getting diverted by
revenge against members
of the Assad regime, gradu-
ally stability may be
restored. The region is thus
at an inflection point, with
either revived Islamic radi-
calism spilling across the
region and beyond or a new
non-authoritarian model of
multi-ethnic governance
and growth. The latter is
unlikely with Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu persisting with
his genocidal activities or
Donald Trump with his iso-
lationist instincts.

The writer is a former
secretary in the external

affairs ministry. He tweets
at @ambkcsingh.

BRING BACK ‘ODD-EVEN’
It’s good to note that Delhi
is seeing the cleanest air
for the month since
December 14, 2022. But
Mother Nature can’t come
to the rescue every time.
What is required is action
to keep the air clean
throughout the year.
Bringing down the use of
fossil fuels is the best way
to reduce pollution.
Congested roads and traf-
fic also lead to increased
emissions. The “odd-even”
vehicle rationing scheme is
thus the best solution. And
usage of overage diesel
vehicles older than 10
years must be scrapped.

SSuurreesshh  VVeennkkaattaaddrrii
Tirupati

The rapid collapse
of the Syrian
National Army is
comparable to that
of the US-trained
and equipped
Afghan National
Army when the
Americans 
prepared to pull
out of Afghanistan.
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Assad’s exit an inflection
point: Stability or chaos?

Donald Trump is to take office on January 20, 2025, but it appears he
has had to slip into the role of a roving US President-elect quite early
even as an explosive international situation confronted the world

with the historic tide of change in Syria.
When he made his flamboyant entry onto the global stage in the historic

Paris cathedral, Trump may have been greeted with the resounding phi-
losophy of the Notre Dame reopening that inspired the words — “fire has
not conquered stone, and despair has not conquered life”. 

The usually assertive Trump may, however, have been a bit nonplussed
by events in Syria, speaking somewhat hastily as he did about the USA not
needing to brood over a fight that was not America’s. The turn in Syria is
bound to be a test for American foreign policy goals as a global power in

the integrated economy of today.
Trump had been at his self-confident best ear-

lier when meeting with Macron and Zelenskyy
at the Elysee Palace in Paris when he said that
he was all “pumped up” about bringing an end
to the war in Ukraine. Wasn’t he the one who
had said he could end the war in 24 hours if he
became the US President?

Trump’s promise to end the war quickly
could, however, force Ukraine to sacrifice sub-
stantial territory as well as scale back the con-
dition that the country should become a NATO
member after any settlement. And Russia is not
as keen now to come to the negotiating table as
all recent war gains have been its, though its
preoccupation with Ukraine may have dented

its sphere of influence in the Middle East with its benefactor Bashar Al-
Assad now a refugee in Moscow.

It appears Trump would be more inclined to take on the Ukraine war set-
tlement as the first aim of his foreign policy diplomacy as he has promised
to give Netanyahu and Israel a long rope in fighting their enemies in the
region. If any issue becomes a security threat, the global policeman US
would find the need to intervene, but right now Trump’s America First
and isolationist stand seem to have painted a confusing picture. But then
has not Trump always taken pride in being the ultimate disrupter?

Trump in Paris: Mixed signals

LETTERS

T
he BJP’s Ram Madhav has written an
article titled “For South Asia to grow,
communalism must end”. It makes two
points in the main. The first is that South

Asia is “on track to be the fastest growing region
in the world”. Despite the turmoil in Bangladesh
and Pakistan, the parts that once made up all of
Hindustan will grow at over six per cent.

The second point that Madhav makes is for
prosperity, South Asia must give up communal-
ism. This is an accurate prescription. The ques-
tion is how does one achieve that? Since this is
the subject of the book I am writing, it is some-
thing that I have grappled with as well. The con-
clusion I have arrived at is that it is not possible
for South Asia to normalise internally, meaning
becoming less communal, without normalising
externally with the other parts of what used to be
united India.

But again, how does one normalise externally?
The present situation in our region is such that
cricket is not played across borders, visas are
not given, we have shrunk our diplomatic pres-
ence in Bangladesh, and so on.

To find an answer to that, we have to look at
other parts of the world that have had hostilities,
in many instances worse and more painful than
the ones historically suffered here, to see what
they have done.

Germany and France fought against each other
in two world wars, with millions killed. Almost
the entire western front of the First World War

was fought on French soil. Under Hitler,
Germany occupied France after a military
humiliation. Today, the countries have nor-
malised. They have not merged themselves and
France remains France and so does Germany as
an independent nation, but in terms of trade and
movement they are normal.

The European Union project began, just after
the Second World War with the integration of
the steel and coal industries (because those were
directly linked to war preparation).

Asean, the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, is also one that has a history of hostili-
ties. Singapore hanged two Indonesian Marines
after they were convicted of a terror bombing
inside Singapore. Today, this is one of the
world’s largest trading zones. It has Buddhists,
Muslims, Hindus, Communists and all sorts of
people integrated and offering each other visa-
free travel.

China had occupied Vietnam for centuries and
even today this is remembered, and the
Vietnamese are wary. But that has not stopped
them from trading with China. Or stopped China
from opening up to Japan, which had occupied it
in the same decade as the subcontinent’s
Partition happened. In fact, Netaji’s Indian
National Army was allied to that same Japanese
force till the fall of Singapore to the Allies.

Both Europe and Asean offer us a way forward
to do what Madhav is saying is needed. His argu-
ment focuses mostly on the others and his belief

is that India is fine and does not need to do much
because communalism is only the exception for
us, whereas it is the rule for the others. We can
argue over this but today I am not going to. We
can accept the broad argument. The question is
how to proceed towards a solution. Madhav does
not go there, but my book does.

The World Bank says that “South Asia is one of
the least integrated regions in the world in terms
of trade and people-to-people contact.”

Intra-regional trade between Bangladesh,
India and Pakistan accounts for five per cent of
our total trade, compared to Southeast Asia,
where the number is five times higher. Trade
annually in South Asia is $23 billion, though it
should really be over $100 billion. Why? The
problem is purely man-made. 

The World Bank says that “border challenges
mean it is about 20 per cent cheaper for a compa-
ny in India to trade with Brazil instead of a
neighbouring South Asian country”. Transport
and logistics costs for trade between South Asian
nations is 50 per cent higher than the cost in
OECD nations.

The main problem is a broad trust deficit
throughout the region. “Putting aside tradition-
al concerns and taking joint action can develop
cross-border solutions to shared issues,
strengthen regional institutions, improve infra-
structure and connectivity, and advance trade
policy,” the World Bank says. What are these
“traditional concerns”? They are of course the

unwillingness to integrate, the hostility that has
ended movement across the borders of people
and capital, the invocation of bogeymen to dis-
courage citizens from thinking of a more united
future, and above all the absence of political
imagination.

The benefits are clear: “Regional cooperation
has the potential to produce significant gains
across all countries of South Asia.”

This is the solution. We have to trade more
with each other, we have to be more open to each
other in terms of visitors, and we have to think
of ways in which the region can work together
on larger challenges such as climate change.

This will need leadership from the largest
nation. We are also the one that is likely to bene-
fit most, at least in the short term given our man-
ufacturing base. 

As I wrote last week, half of all medical tourists
coming into India are from Bangladesh. Few if
any Pakistanis can come because relations are
frozen.

It appears that the solution is simple, but in
fact it is being held back by internal nation-
alisms. Many do not want a solution because the
problem is either not properly understood or, as
in the case of some political parties, the problem
of communalism is the reason for their exis-
tence.

The writer is the chair of Amnesty
International India. Twitter: @aakar_patel

Subhani

Aakar Patel

YULETIDE JOY!
IIFF  YYOOUU  ask any child about
Christmas, he or she will only
remember Santa Claus and the gifts
offered by him to little children. As
we celebrate this great festival of
Christmas, we cannot but lift up
our hearts to the Christ Child and
thank Him for all the caring, shar-
ing and giving of our generous
hearts during the year gone by. So,
we cherish these memories with
gratitude during this holy season.
Christmas is a time of fun and
cheer. The activities of Yuletide
parties, visits and hopefully even
the sacraments fill us with joy and
help make the season joyful and
exciting. Christmas is the celebra-
tion of the ultimate love of God
abandoning the glory of heaven to
make His will dwell with us.

JJuubbeell  DD’’CCrruuzz
Mumbai

TOO MANY VIPs
MMAANNYY  MMUUMMBBAAIIKKAARRSS  were fum-
ing over the swearing-in event in
the city, which caused them more
trouble than usual as many routes
were closed to the public to facili-
tate the movement of the VIPs
attending it. In most developed
nations, this kind of inconvenience
is never caused to citizens. Here,
even the most minor functionary
demands attention and importance.
This inconvenience could be easily
avoided if VIPs take a helicopter
from the airport to where they want
to go. In several Western democra-
cies, one often sees a Prime
Minister queueing up for groceries
or riding a bicycle.  Even if there
are legitimate security concerns,
these huge convoys and security
protocols are excessive. At least cit-
izens must not be inconvenienced!

AAnntthhoonnyy  HHeennrriiqquueess
Mumbai

K.C. Singh

South Asia needs to
end communalism

to ensure region 
can grow, develop

Trump was at his
self-confident

best when meet-
ing with Macron

and Zelenskyy in
Paris when he

said that he was
all “pumped up”

about bringing an
end to the war in

Ukraine. 



Rebels take US-backed Syrian town
Opposition groups take control of Manjib as Syria’s PM says most Cabinet ministers are still working
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AAnnkkaarraa,,  DDaammaassccuuss,,  DDeecc..  99::
Turkey-backed Syrian
opposition groups took
control of the northern
Syrian town of Manbij
from US-backed Syrian
Kurdish forces (SDF), a
Turkish security source
said on Monday, a day after
rebels declared Syrian
President Bashar al-Ass-
ad’s ouster.

Syria’s prime minister
said on Monday that most
Cabinet ministers are still
working from offices in
Damascus after rebels en-
tered the capital over the
weekend and overthrew
President Bashar Assad. 

Streams of refugees cro-
ssed in from neighbouring
countries, hoping for a
more peaceful future.

But there were already
signs of the difficulties
ahead for the rebel allian-
ce now in control of much
of the country, which is led
by a former senior al-
Qaeda militant who sev-
ered ties with the extrem-
ist group years ago and
has promised representa-
tive government and reli-
gious tolerance. 

The SDF had been hold-
ing the town in recent days
amidintense fighting with
the Syrian National Army
(SNA) and other Turkey-
backed groups.

Clashes in the north con-
tinued even as the world
was caught surprised by
the opposition’s swift suc-
cesses in initially seizing
Aleppo and, on Sunday, the
capital Damascus.

The lightening offensive
took less than two weeks,
after a 13-year war.

A video, verified by Reu-
ters, showed opposition
forces being welcomed by
people in Manbij, which is
some 30 km (19 miles)
south of the Turkish bor-
der and west of the
Euphrates river.

Turkish state-owned An-
adolu news agency report-
ed the area is being sear-
ched for possible landmi-
nes and traps left behind
by the Kurdish militia.

The SDF is the main ally
in a United States coali-
tion against Islamic State
militants. Turkey says it is
spearheaded by a terrorist
group closely tied to the
outlawed Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) mili-
tants who have fought the

Turkish state for 40 years.
Abdurrahman Mustafa,

head of the Turkey-backed
opposition’s provisional
government, congratulat-
ed the troops that took
Manbij. 

“We stand with pride and
honour with our heroic
forces, and we support
them to complete the liber-
ation of every inch of our
land and achieve the aspi-
rations of our people for
freedom and dignity,”
Mustafa said.

The United States said it
will maintain its presence
in east Syria, where the
SDF is concentrated, and
will take necessary steps
to prevent a resurgence of
Islamic State. — Agencies

Anti government forces patrol the Hamidiyeh Souq in
the Syrian capital Damascus, on Monday. — AFP

2024 Nobel Peace Prize winner Nihon Hidankyo Terumi
Tanaka, Shigemitsu Tanaka, Toshiyuki Mimaki. — AFP

SHORT TAKES

BIBI SET TO TAKE
WITNESS STAND
IN GRAFT TRIAL

JJeerruussaalleemm,,  DDeecc..  99:: Israeli Pr-
ime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu is set to take to the witn-
ess stand on Tuesday for the
first time in his trial on corru-
ption allegations, a pivotal poi-
nt in the drawn-out proceedi-
ngs that comes as the leader
wages war in Gaza and faces an
international arrest warrant
for war crimes charges. 

At home, Netanyahu is on
trial for accusations of fraud,
breach of trust and accepting
bribes in three separate affairs.
Netanyahu denies wrongdoing,
but his appearance on the wit-
ness stand will be a low point
in his political career.

RACIST ABUSE:
INDO-U.S. FAMILY
TO FILE CHARGES 

NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  DDeecc..  99:: An Indian-
American family subjected to
racial harassment last month
plans to press charges against
the woman who hurled abuses
at them, emphasising the need
for accountability and speak-
ing out against hate. 

The incident took place in
November when renowned ph-
otographer Pervez Taufiq, 50,
was travelling with his wife
and three kids from Mexico to
Los Angeles in a bus. 

A fellow female passenger
went on a racist diatribe
against the family while it was
onboard the United Airlines
shuttle bus. 

POLARISATION IS
WEBSTER’S WORD

OF THE YEAR

JAY-Z, DIDDY
ACCUSED OF RAPE

IN CIVIL SUIT

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecc..  99:: The
results of the 2024 US presiden-
tial election rattled the country
and sent shockwaves across the
world — or were cause for cele-
bration, depending on who you
ask. Is it any surprise then that
the Merriam-Webster word of
the year is “polarisation”?

“Polarisation means division,
but it’s a very specific kind of
division,” said Peter Sokolows-
ki, Merriam-Webster’s editor
at large. “Polarisation means
that we are tending toward the
extremes.” Many voters went
to the polls with a feeling that
the opposing candidate was an
existential threat to the nation. 

NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  DDeecc..  99:: Musician
and producer Jay-Z was accus-
ed in a lawsuit submitted of
raping a 13-year-old with hip-
hop star Sean Combs in the
year 2000, court documents
show, claims denied by Jay-Z.

An updated complaint in a ci-
vil case against Combs alleges
that Jay-Z, whose name is Sh-
awn Carter, and Combs raped
the girl at an after party follow-
ing the MTV Video Music
Awards in September of 2000.

“Another celebrity stood by
and watched as Combs and
Carter took turns assaulting
the minor.” 

FRENCH BYPOLL
SEAT: FAR-RIGHT
LOSES IN FRANCE

PPaarriiss,,  DDeecc..  99:: Days after orc-
hestrating the downfall of the
French government, Marine Le
Pen’s far-right National Rally
(RN) has lost a seat in a by-elec-
tion in northeastern France.

RN critics pounced on Sun-
day’s narrow defeat as a sign of
voter condemnation of the
party’s push last week to topple
former prime minister Michel
Barnier’s government over his
2025 budget bill. There was no
immediate comment from the
RN. The vote in the Ardennes
left it with 124 lawmakers — a
setback, though it remains the
single largest party in the 577-
seat Parliament.

JUSTICE MINISTRY
IMPOSES TRAVEL
BAN ON SK PREZ

SSeeoouull,,  DDeecc..  99:: South Korea’s
justice ministry on Monday
imposed an overseas travel ban
on President Yoon Suk Yeol as
authorities investigate allega-
tions of rebellion and other
charges in connection with his
short-lived declaration of mar-
tial law last week.

Yoon’s martial law decree last
Tuesday plunged South Korea
into political turmoil and caus-
ed worry among its key diplom-
atic partners and neighbours.

On Saturday, Yoon avoided a
bid to impeach him, with most
governing party lawmakers
boycotting a vote. 

Lebanese security forces organise the crowd as people, mostly Syrians, arrive at the Masnaa border crossing on
the way to Lebanon, on Monday. — AFP

“This historic change in the
region offers opportunities but
is not without risks. Europe is

ready to support safeguarding national
unity and rebuilding a Syrian state.”

—URSULA VON DER LEYEN, 
European Commission President

Concrete possibilities of return
of refugees cannot yet be pre-
dicted. In view of this unclear

situation, we have imposed a freeze on
decisions for asylum procedures.”

—NANCY FAESER, 
German interior minister

Israel hits chemical
arms dump in Syria
JJeerruussaalleemm,,  DDeecc..  99:: Israel
has struck suspected che-
mical weapons sites and
long-range rockets in Syria
in order to prevent them
from falling into the hands
of hostile actors, the for-
eign minister said on
Monday.

Syrian rebels reached
Damascus over the week-
end and overthrew Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s gov-
ernment following nearly
14 years of civil war, rais-
ing hopes for a more peace-
ful future but also con-
cerns about a potential
security vacuum in the
country, which is still split
among armed groups.

Israelis have welcomed
the fall of Assad, who was
a key ally of Iran and
Lebanon’s Hezbollah mili-
tant group, while express-
ing concern over what
comes next. Israel says its
forces temporarily seized a
buffer zone inside Syria

dating back to a 1974 agr-
eement after Syrian troops
withdrew in the chaos.

“The only interest we
have is the security of
Israel and its citizens,”
Gideon Saar told reporters
on Monday. “That’s why we
attacked strategic weapons
systems, like, for example,
remaining chemical
weapons, or long-range
missiles and rockets, in
order that they will not fall
in the hands of extrem-
ists.”

He did not provide details
about when or where the
strikes took place.

An Associated Press jour-
nalist in Damascus report-
ed airstrikes in the area of
the Mezzeh military air-
port, southwest of the capi-
tal, on Sunday. The airport
has previously been target-
ed in Israeli airstrikes, but
it was not immediately
clear who launched the lat-
est strike. — AP

Kremlin refuses to confirm if
Assad given asylum in Russia
MMoossccooww,,  DDeecc..  99:: The Kr-
emlin declined on Monday
to confirm reports that
toppled Syrian president
Bashar al-Assad had fled
to Moscow, adding that it
was “surprised” by the
rebel takeover.

“As for Assad’s whereab-
outs, I’ve got nothing to
tell you,” Kremlin spoke-
sman Dmitry Peskov told
journalists. A Kremlin
source told Russian news
agencies on Sunday that

Assad and his family were
in Moscow, hours after he
fled the country as Islam-
ist-led rebels entered Da-
mascus. Assad’s son has
been studying in the
Russian capital.

Peskov said on Monday
that if Russia granted asy-
lum to Assad and his fami-
ly, this would be a decision
taken by Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

“Of course such decisio-
ns cannot be taken with-

out the head of state, and
it’s his decision,” Peskov
said. He said there was no
meeting with Assad on
Putin’s agenda.

Russia has given shelter
to several ousted leaders,
including former Ukrain-
ian President Viktor
Yanukovych.

In brief comments on the
dramatic events in Syria,
Peskov admitted the
Kremlin was taken by sur-
prise. — AFP

Will make it easier for people
to come in legally, says Trump
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecc..  99::
Incoming US President
Donald Trump on Sunday
said he would go ahead
with his plans to deport all
illegal immigrants after
entering the Oval Office
and said at the same time
he would make it easier
for people to come in, a
move that could be helpful
to Indians who mostly
enter the US legally. 

Trump has announced
that he is appointing one
of his defence attorneys in
the New York hush money
case as counsellor to the
President. Alina Habba,
40, defended Trump earli-
er this year, also serving
as his legal spokesperson.
Habba has been spending
time with the president-
elect since the elec-
tion at his Florida
club Mar-a-Lago.

“I think you have
to do it,” Trump told
NBC News in an
interview when as-
ked if he plans
to deport
everyone who
is here ille-
gally over

the next four years. “You
have to have, rules, regula-
tions, laws. They came in
illegally. People that have
been treated very unfairly
are the people that have
been online for 10 years to
come into the country. We
are going to make it very
easy for people to come in
terms of they have to pass
the test. They have to be
able to tell you what the
Statue of Liberty is. They
have to tell you a little bit
about our country. They
have to love our country,”
Trump said. 

“They can’t come out of
prisons. We don’t want
people that are in for mur-
der. So, we had 11,000 and
13,000 different estimates,
13,099 murderers released

into our country over
the last three years.
They’re walking down
the streets. They’re
walking next to you
and your family. The-

y’re very danger-
ous. You don’t
want those peo-
ple in this cou-
ntry,” he said. 

— Agencies

IF SUBSIDISING CANADA, MEXICO LET
THEM BECOME STATE OF U.S.: TRUMP

LARA TRUMP STEPS DOWN AS RNC
CO-CHAIR, HAS EYES ON SENATE SEAT
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecc..  99:: Lara
Trump will step down as
co-chair of the Republican
National Committee as
she considers a number of
potential options with her
father-in-law, President-
elect Donald Trump, set to
return to the White
House.

Among those possibiliti-
es is replacing Florida Sen
Marco Rubio, whom Tru-
mp tapped to be the next
secretary of state. If Rub-
io is confirmed, Florida
Gov Ron DeSantis will
choose who takes the seat
through the remainder of
Rubio’s term. — AP

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DDeecc..  99::
Claiming that the US is
subsidising its two neigh-
bours Canada and Mexico
to the tune of $100 billion
and $300 billion, respecti-
vely, incoming US Presid-
ent Donald Trump on
Sunday said that if
that is the case then
these two countries
better be a part of
America. 

Trump, 78, has

threatened to impose
hefty tariffs on both Cana-
da and Mexico if they
don’t stop the flow of ille-
gal immigrants into the
United States through
their territories. “We’re
subsidising Canada to the
tune of over $100 billion a
year. We're subsidising
Mexico for almost $300

billion. We shouldn't be
subsidising,” he said.

— PTI

A-bomb survivors
to get Nobel today

ZELENSKYY FOR
DIPLOMATIC END
TO UKRAINE WAR
KKyyiivv,,  DDeecc..  99:: President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
made the case on Mon-
day for a diplomatic set-
tlement to Russia’s war
in Ukraine and raised
the idea of foreign troo-
ps being deployed in his
country until it could
join the Nato military
alliance.

The remarks at a joint
press conference with
German opposition lead-
er Friedrich Merz were
the latest to signal Kyi-
v’s increasing openness
to war negotiations,
with Donald Trump pre-
paring to return to the
White House on January
20, 2025.

The US President-elect,
who has said he wants to
end the war quickly, ca-
lled on Sunday for an
immediate ceasefire and
negotiations to end the
“madness”, after he met
Zelenskyy and French
President Emmanuel
Macron for talks in Pa-
ris. “Ukraine wants this
war to end more than an-
yone else. No doubt, a di-
plomatic resolution wo-
uld save more lives. We
do seek it,” Zelenskyy
said in Kyiv on Monday.

He said he discussed a
“freezing” of the lines in
the war when he met
Macron and Trump.
Russia controls nearly a
fifth of Ukrainian territ-
ory after launching the
2022 invasion that unle-
ashed the biggest con-
flict in Europe since Wo-
rld War Two. — Reuters

TTookkyyoo,,  DDeecc..  99:: Survivors
of the US atomic bomb-
ings of Japan will receive
the Nobel Peace Prize on
Tuesday but, after years
of anti-nuclear campaign-
ing and showing the
world their scars, they
still retain the painful
memories of the discrim-
ination they have faced.

After the 1945 US bomb-
ings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki led to Japan’s
surrender and the end of
World War II, many peop-
le who survived were sh-
unned by society. 

Prejudice related to
their exposure to radiat-
ion made it hard for them

to find jobs and affected
their prospects for marri-
age, leading one small gr-
oup in Tokyo to build a
communal grave where
dozens were buried
together.

There are currently ar-
ound 1,06,800 A-bomb sur-
vivors, known as “hibak-
usha”, in Japan, accord-
ing to the government.
Their average age is 85.

One of them is 90-year-
old Reiko Yamada, who
was 11 and lived in Hiros-
hima when the United St-
ates dropped the first ato-
mic bomb on August 6,
1945, killing around
1,40,000 people. — AFP

Russia’s President Vladi-
mir Putin (L) makes a
toast with receivers of
Gold Star medal of ‘Hero
of Russia’ during a cere-
mony to celebrate
Heroes of the Fatherland
Day in Moscow, on
Monday. — AFP

Alina
Habba

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc..  99:: Over 77
per cent of Earth’s land
experienced a drier cli-
mate during the three
decades leading up to 2020,
compared to the previous
30-year period, according
to a report released by the
UN Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD)
on Monday.

During the same period,
global drylands expanded
by approximately 4.3 mil-
lion square kilometres —
an area nearly a third larg-
er than India — now cover-
ing more than 40 per cent
of the Earth’s land.

The report, launched at
the 16th conference of the
UNCCD in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, warned that if eff-
orts to curb greenhouse
gas emissions fail, another
three per cent of the worl-
d’s humid areas are proje-
cted to transform into dry-
lands by the end of this
century. Meanwhile, the
number of people living in
drylands has doubled to
2.3 billion over the past
three decades. 

Models suggest that as
many as 5 billion could
inhabit drylands by 2100
in a worst-case climate

change scenario.
These billions of people

face even greater threats

to their lives and liveli-
hoods from climate-related
increases in aridification
and desertification, the re-
port said.

Areas particularly hard-
hit by the drying trend
include around 96 per cent
of Europe, parts of the
western US, Brazil, Asia,
and central Africa.

South Sudan and Tanza-
nia have the largest per-
centage of land transition-
ing to drylands, with Chi-
na experiencing the larg-
est total area shifting from
non-drylands to drylands,
the report said.

About half of the world’s
dryland inhabitants are
located in Asia and Africa.
The most densely populat-
ed drylands are in Cali-
fornia, Egypt, eastern and
northern Pakistan, large
parts of India, and north-
eastern China.

In high greenhouse gas
emissions scenarios, dry-
land expansion is forecast
for the Midwestern United
States, central Mexico, no-
rthern Venezuela, north-
eastern Brazil, southeast-
ern Argentina, the entire
Mediterranean region, the
Black Sea coast, large

parts of southern Africa,
and southern Australia.

“This analysis finally
dispels an uncertainty
that has long surrounded
global drying trends. For
the first time, the aridity
crisis has been document-
ed with scientific clarity,
revealing an existential th-
reat affecting billions aro-
und the globe,” said Ibra-
him Thiaw, UN Conventi-
on to Combat Desertific-
ation executive secretary.

“Unlike droughts, aridity
represents a permanent,
unrelenting transforma-
tion, he added. — PTI

77% of Earth land drier in last 30 years: UN
Drylands across world expanded by approximately 4.3 mn square kmCLIMATE || CHANGE

This analysis finally
dispels an uncertainty

that has long surrounded
global drying trends. For
the first time, the aridity
crisis has been documented
with scientific clarity,
revealing an existential
threat affecting billions
around the globe. 

— IBRAHIM TTHIAW
UNCCD executive secretary

UN RIGHTS CHIEF URGES ACCOUNTABILITY IN
SYRIA, SEES HUGE CHANCE FOR FAIR TRANSITION
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
Volker Turk called on Monday for account-
ability for perpetrators of abuse under
toppled Syrian president Bashar al-
Assad, but said there was a “huge
chance” for an inclusive political transi-
tion, and that early signs were promising.

SYRIAN INSURGENTS SAY
THEY WON’T INTERFERE

WITH WOMEN’S DRESSING
OR PERSONAL FREEDOMS

Syrian insurgents said they
won’t impose any religious
dress code on women and

vowed to guarantee person-
al freedom for everyone. The

insurgents' General Comm-
and said “it is strictly forbid-

den to interfere with wom-
en’s dress or impose any

request related to
their clothing

or appearance,
including

requests for
modesty”. 

EU SAYS ‘NOT CUR-
RENTLY ENGAGING’
WITH SYRIAN
ISLAMISTS HTS
The European Union
said it was not in co-
ntact with Islamist
group HTS, which
spearheaded the
ouster of Syrian
president Bashar al-
Assad, and urged a

peaceful politi-
cal transition.

“The European
Union is not cur-
rently engaging
with HTS or its

leaders full stop.”



SANGEETHA GG
CHENNAI, DEC. 9

The Centre has paid a
total of Rs 6.42 lakh crore
to states till November as
their share of GST collec-
tions along with the com-
pensation cess. The gross
GST collections till
November stood at Rs
14.56 lakh crore.

At the end of November,
the gross GST collected by
the Centre stood at Rs
14.56 lakh crore. Of this,
domestic collections
clocked Rs 11.04 lakh crore
and that from imports
were Rs 3.51 lakh crore. In
FY24, the Centre collected
gross GST of Rs 20.18 lakh
crore. In FY22, the gross
GST collection for the
entire fiscal was Rs 14.83

lakh crore, the govern-
ment informed Lok
Sabha.

Till October, gross GST
was Rs 12.74 lakh crore
and after paying the
refunds of Rs 1.46 lakh
crore, the net GST was
Rs 11.27 lakh crore.

Of the gross GST
till November,
Centre distributed
Rs 6.42 lakh crore to
the states as their
share of SGST and
IGST as well as compensa-
tion. In FY24, this share of
gross GST was Rs 8.74
lakh crore.

Of the net GST, which
includes CGST and IGST,
Rs 5.11 lakh crore has
been retained by the
Centre. This does not
include cess collected as

compensation to states. In
FY24, Centre had retained
Rs 8.15 lakh crore from net
GST.

GST collection consists
of CGST, SGST or IGST
depending upon intra-
state or inter-state supply

of Goods or services.
CGST collected is
credited to
Consolidated Fund
of India (CFI) while

SGST collected is
credited directly to the

Consolidated Fund of
respective States. As far as
interstate supply of goods
or services including
imports is concerned,
IGST is being levied and
collected by the Centre.
The IGST is apportioned
or between the Union and
States/UTs monthly.
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Large companies focus on campus hirings; recruitments boom likely next yearNEW || OFFERS
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INDICATORS %
Sensex 81,508.46 -0.25
Nifty 50 24,619.00 -0.24
S&P 500* 6,090.27 0.00
Dollar (`) 84.73 -0.03
Pound Sterling (`) 108.22 -0.14
Euro (`) 89.56 -0.02
Gold (10gm)* (`) 77,495▲876 1.14
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 72.21 1.53
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.717 -0.023
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 4.164 0.011

* As of 8:30 PM IST

MapmyIndia
shares rise as co.
says no to split
Shares of an CE Info Systems
Ltd., known as MapmyIndia,
jumped after the company said
it is reversing an earlier plan to
carve out its consumer busi-
ness. The map provider to
businesses including Apple Inc.
and BMW AG made the
announcement in a filing
Monday. The company said it
will retail its brand, Mappls,
along with associated apps.
The company’s shares surged
as much as 18.4 per cent. in
late trading.

Krishnapatnam
Port allowed to
import petroleum
The Centre has allowed Adani
Krishnapatnam Port in Andhra
Pradesh to import petroleum
into India up to March 1, 2026,
according to an official notifi-
cation. The port has been
allowed to import petroleum
by sea from August 28, 2024,
till March 1, 2026, in public
interest, according to the noti-
fication by the ministry of
ports, shipping and waterways.
Adani Krishnapatnam Port is an
all-weather deep water port on
India’s east coast.

Sebi cautions
against dealings
in unlisted cos
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) has cautioned
against transaction in securities
of unlisted public limited com-
panies on electronic platforms.
“It  has  come  to  the  notice
of  Sebi  that  certain  electron-
ic  platforms  and websites  are
facilitating  transactions  in
unlisted  securities of  public
limited companies. Such activi-
ties are in violation of
Securities Contract (Regu-
lation) Act, 1956,” it said.

LG to set up
manufacturing
unit in Andhra
LG Electronics India has plans
to set up a new plant in Andhra
Pradesh to boost its manufac-
turing capacity in the country,
though it also fears competi-
tion from its South Korean par-
ent entity. Besides, it is increas-
ing the sourcing of raw materi-
als from the local market,
which is helping it meet con-
sumer demands and lower its
inventory and related costs,
allowing the company to com-
petitively price the products.

MMuummbbaaii,,  DDeecc..  99:: The IT
sector, which is on the
path of recovery, is expect-
ed to witness 15 to 20 per
cent growth in job oppor-
tunities across various
industries in 2025, talent
solutions company NLB
Services said on Monday.

The IT industry has
gained back momentum
in H2 2024 and is gearing
up for a promising 2025 on
multiple fronts, said 
NLB Services.

In the coming year,

fresher hiring in the
Indian IT sector is poised
for significant growth, the
talent solutions company
added.

At the same time, the
demand for highly spe-
cialised tech roles, includ-
ing artificial intelligence,
machine learning (ML),
data analytics, and cloud
technologies, is expected
to surge by 30-35 per cent,
driven by the increasing
reliance on emerging tech-
nologies, it said.

This surge in demand is
not limited to hiring but
extends to a strategic
focus on tech upskilling,

with companies investing
heavily in training initia-
tives to equip their work-
force with the necessary
skills to meet the evolving
technological landscape,
the company noted.

NLB Services' analysis is
based on the brand's view
of the macro ecosystem,
industry trends, and
demand.

Further, the company
stated that campus hiring
remains the core focus for
larger companies that are

looking to hire aggressive-
ly for the second half of
2024-25.

Since the 2021-22, global
economic slowdown,
clients have curtailed
their discretionary spend-
ing due to on-demand hir-
ing patterns and global
macroeconomic chal-
lenges, this has impacted
the project pipeline how-
ever, it is expected to sta-
bilise in 2025, thus promis-
ing hopes for freshers, it
said.

IT fresher hiring in 2025,
is projected to increase
with high demand for
roles in artificial intelli-
gence (AI), machine learn-
ing (ML), data analytics,
Python, cloud technolo-
gies, and cybersecurity. 

Sectors such as Global
Capability Centres, manu-
facturing, BFSI, health-
care, and retail are also
anticipated to boost their
IT fresher intake by 30-35
per cent in 2025, NLB
Services added. — PTI

Airtel AI tool flags 8 bn
spam calls, 0.8 bn SMSesMicro loan disbursals fall 16%

SANGEETHA GG
CHENNAI, DEC. 9

As NBFC-MFIs turned
cautious of asset quality,
micro loan disbursements
declined 16 per cent in
terms of value and 27 per
cent in volume terms in
Q2 FY25. However, the
industry expects asset
quality to improve in the
next few months.

Loan amount of Rs
24,807 crore was disbursed
in Q2 FY 24-25 through
50.4 lakh accounts. In the
same quarter of last year,
NBFC-MFIs had disbursed
Rs 29,670 crore through 69
lakh accounts.

Against the Q4 FY24,

when Rs 40,440 crore was
disbursed through 88 lakh
accounts, Q2 disburse-
ments were down by 39
per cent. The disburse-
ments have been coming
down in Q1 as well. As a
result, assets under man-

agement of NBFC-MFIs
were down sequentially
from Rs 1.45 lakh crore in
Q1 to Rs 1.40 lakh crore in
Q2 – down by 3.3 per cent.
However, AUM was up 11.9
per cent compared to Q2
FY24, finds Microfinance

Industry Network (MFIN).
The asset quality of the

micro loans has been dete-
riorating since the end of
the last fiscal. 

Portfolio at Risk (PAR)
past 30 days as on 30
September 2024 has deteri-
orated to 6.2 per cent com-
pared to 3.1 per cent as on
30 September 2023. PAR-60
has gone up to 4.9 per cent
and PAR-90 to 3.8 
per cent.

Due to lesser disburse-
ments, NBFC-MFIs also
raised lower funds in Q2.
During Q2 FY25, NBFC-
MFIs received a total of Rs
13,508 crore in debt fund-
ing, a 40.6 per cent decline
from Q2 FY 23-24.

FC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC 9

Telecom operator Bharti
Airtel on Monday said
that its network flagged a
staggering 8 billion spam
calls and called out 0.8 bil-
lion spam SMSes within
two and a half months of
the launch of its spam-
fighting AI-powered solu-
tion. Delhi had the dubi-
ous distinction of
accounting for a maxi-
mum number of the spam
calls received and origi-
nated, the company said
in a statement.

The telecom major, in
the last 2.5 months, has
alerted close to 252 million

unique customers to these
suspicious calls and has
observed that there has
been a 12 per cent decline
in the number of cus-
tomers answering them.
“We observed that a stag-
gering 35 per cent of the
spammers have used land-
line telephones.
Customers in Delhi have
received the maximum
number of spam calls, fol-
lowed by customers in
Andhra Pradesh and
Western Uttar Pradesh,”
the company said. 

Leveraging an advanced
algorithm, the AI-powered
network has successfully
identified close to 1 mil-
lion spammers every day.

IT biz to see 15-20% growth in job opportunities

Retail auto sale up 11.2%
in Nov. at 32 lakh units
Outlook leans towards stability with pockets of potential growth
MICHAEL GGONSALVES
PUNE, DEC.9

Retail sales of automo-
biles in India jumped 11.21
per cent on year to
32,08,719 units in
November, riding on
robust two-wheeler
demand, Federation of
Automobile Dealers
Associations or FADA
said on Monday.

The automobile industry
had sold a total of
28,85,317 units in the same
month last year.

Sales of two-wheelers
soared 15.8 per cent to
26,15,953 units last month,
as against 22,58,970 units
in November 2023.

However, passenger
vehicle retail declined
13.72 per cent at 3,21,943
units, as against 3,73,140
units in the year-ago
month.

FADA said the passenger
vehicles faced notable
headwinds in the market.

“While November was
initially expected to build
on its prior momentum,
particularly due to the
marriage season, dealer
feedback suggests that
this segment underper-
formed overall expecta-
tions,” said CS
Vigneshwar, president at
FADA.

He said although rural
markets offered some sup-
port, primarily in the two-
wheeler category, mar-
riage-related sales
remained subdued.

The late occurrence of
Deepawali at the end of
October also caused a
spillover of festive regis-

trations into November,
affecting the month’s sales
trajectory, Vigneshwar
pointed out.

“Although rural interest
was present, it failed to
significantly improve sen-
timent. Inventory levels
have reduced by about 10
days, but remain high at
around 65-68 days,” he
noted.

FADA said the commer-
cial vehicles sales also
dropped 6 per cent on year
to 81,967 units last month.

Vigneshwar said factors
such as restricted product
choices, older model
issues, limited financier
support, and the absence
of major festivals in
November following a
strong October impacted

CV uptake. “External ele-
ments such as elections, a
slowdown in coal and
cement industries, and
weak market sentiment
also weighed heavily on
this category,” he added.
However, three-wheeler
sales increased 4.23 per
cent to 1,08,337 units, up
from 1,03,939 units sold in
the year-ago month.

MADHUSUDAN SSAHOO
NEW DELHI, DEC. 9

The government on
Monday appointed
Revenue Secretary Sanjay
Malhotra in the Union
ministry of finance as the
26th governor of the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), for a three-year
term beginning from
Wednesday. Malhotra will
replace Shaktikanta Das,
the second longest serving
RBI governor, after Sir
Benegal Rama Rau’s
seven-year plus tenure.

The decision on a new
appointment of RBI gover-
nor was announced in an
official statement by the
government after the
appointments committee
of the cabinet (ACC)
cleared Malhotra’s name.
Malhotra is a 1990-batch
Rajasthan cadre IAS offi-
cer and will replace
Shaktikanta Das, whose
tenure ends on Tuesday
(December 10, 2024).

Malhotra, an engineer-
ing graduate in computer
science from the Indian
Institute of Technology,
Kanpur, has a Master’s in
Public Policy from

Princeton University, US.
With his leadership and
excellence for over 33
years in his career,
Malhotra has worked in
multifarious sectors
including power, finance
and taxation, information
technology, mines etc.

Presently, he is secretary
(revenue) in the ministry
of finance and in his pre-
vious assignment he also
held the post of secretary
in the department of

financial services under
the ministry of finance as
well. As a part of his pres-
ent assignment, he plays
an instrumental role in
tax policy formulation in
respect of direct and indi-
rect taxes.

Malothra will succeed
the present RBI governor
Shaktikanta Das, who was
touted to be given an
extension as the central
bank governor for a third
term.

IGI looking to raise
`4,225 crore via IPO
RAVI RRANJAN PPRASAD
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

Blackstone promoted
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
G e m m o l o g i c a l
I n s t i t u t e ( I G I ) I n d i a
engaged in grading and
accreditation services for
diamond, gem and jewelry
announced Rs 4,225 crore
initial public offering
opening on Dec.13. The
price band for the public
issue has been set at Rs
397 to Rs 417 per equity
share of face value of Rs 2
each.The public issue
closes on Dec. 17,
2024.

IGI is an inde-
pendent certifica-
tion and accredita-
tion services
provider for diamonds,
studded jewelry and col-
ored stones certifications
and is part of the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Gemmological Institute
(IGI) group, and operates
under “IGI” brand exclu-
sively in India and
Türkiye. The IPO com-
prises fresh issue of
Rs1,475 crore and an offer
sale of Rs 2,750 crore by
promoter selling share-
holder -private equity
firm Blackstone's foreign

entity BCP Asia II TopCo.
The company proposes

to utilize the net proceeds
from the fresh issue
towards payment for the
acquisition of IGI
Belgium Group and IGI
Netherlands Group (Rs
1,300 crore) and the bal-
ance amount towards gen-
eral corporate purpose.
Post  the acquisition of
IGI Belgium Group and
IGI Netherlands Group ,
IGI India will become the
100 per cent shareholder
of IGI Belgium and IGI

Netherlands, and will be
responsible for opera-

tion of the IGI busi-
ness globally.

Another IPO by
I n v e n t u r u s

Knowledge Solutions
or IKS Health aiming to

raise Rs 2,497.92 crore
opens on Dec. 12 in the
price band of Rs 1265 to Rs
1329 per share of Rs 1 face
value. The public issue of
Inventurus Knowledge
Solutions is entirely an
offer for sale by existing
shareholders. The issue
closes on Dec. 16, 2024.

IKS Health delivers clin-
ical support to clinicians
and care team staff so that
they can focus on deliver-
ing best health care.

RETAIL INFLATION
EASES FOR FARM
LABOUR IN OCT.

TELANGANA 7TH
LARGEST ECONOMIC
CONTRIBUTOR

AIR INDIA PLACES
ORDERS FOR 100
MORE AIRCRAFT
FC BBANKING BBUREAU
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

Tata Group-run Air India
on Monday announced
that it has placed an order
for 100 Airbus aircraft,
including 10 wide-body
A350s and 90 narrow-body
A320 family aircraft, of
which it will take delivery
of the A321neo.

This new order brings
Air India’s total number
of Airbus aircraft orders
to 350, adding to the 470
aircraft it ordered from
Airbus and Boeing last
year. In February 2023,
Air India placed the
world’s second-largest air-
craft order — 250 planes
with Airbus and 220 with
Boeing (185 are yet to be
delivered). Air India also
revealed a partnership
with Airbus Flight Hour
Services-Component for
component and support.

FC BBANKING BBUREAU
MUMBAI, DEC. 9

Telangana has slipped
one place and is now the
seventh largest contribu-
tor to the country’s econo-
my for 2023-24 according
to the Reserve Bank of
India’s ‘Handbook of
Statistics on Indian
States’ released on
Monday. The net state
domestic product (cur-
rent prices) for Telangana
rose to `13.61 lakh crore
from `11.87 lakh crore in
2022-23, a growth of 15 per
cent. The first place was
taken by Maharashtra
that had a net state
domestic product of
`35.24 lakh crore in 2023-
24 compared to `31.79
lakh crore in 2022-23.
Tamil Nadu secured the
second place with `24.26
lakh crore net state
domestic product fol-
lowed by Karnataka with
`22.61 lakh crore.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc..  99:: Retail
inflation for farm workers
and rural labourers eased
to 5.96 per cent and 6 per
cent, respectively, in
October from 6.36 per cent
and 6.39 per cent in
September.

The All-India Consumer
Price Index for
Agricultural Labourers
(CPI-AL) and Rural
Labourers (CPI-RL) regis-
tered an increase of 11
points and 10 points,
respectively, in October
2024, reaching levels of
1,315 and 1,326, a labour
ministry statement said.

The CPI-AL and CPI-RL
were at 1,304 points and
1,316 points, respectively,
in September 2024. “The
year-on-year inflation
rates based on CPI-AL
and CPI-RL for the month
of October 2024 were
recorded at 5.96 per cent
and 6.00 per cent, respec-
tively, compared to 7.08
per cent and 6.92 per cent
in October 2023. The cor-
responding figures for
Sept. 2024 were 6.36% for
CPI-AL,” it said. — PTI

Sanjay Malhotra set to
be RBI’s 26th governor

ELECTRIC VEHICLES
FAST GROWING
SEGMENT: REPORT
FC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 9

Electric vehicles (EVs)
emerged as the fastest-
growing segment, with a
26 per cent year-over-year
(YoY) increase in plat-
form traffic, driven by
new launches and an
expanding EV ecosystem.
This trend signifies
India’s growing adoption
of sustainable mobility
solutions, according to a
report by CarDekho
Group’s New Auto seg-
ment. The report show-
cases shifts in consumer
preferences regarding
fuel types in India’s auto-
motive market. Covering
trends from April to
October across 2023 and
2024, the report highlights
evolving user behavior
and platform traffic pat-
terns. The CNG segment
recorded a 17 per cent YoY
growth.

States get `6.42 lakh crore till
November from GST collections

MOBILITY MATTERS

AUTOMOBILE
INDUSTRY sold 

28.8 lakh 
units in November
last year.

SALES OF TWO-WHEEL-
ERS soar 15.8% to 26.1
lakh units last in November, as
against 22.5 lakh units in
November 2023.

RURAL 
markets
offered 
support, 
primarily in
the two-
wheeler 
category.

INVENTORY LEVELS REDUCE BY ABOUT 10 DAYS, BUT
REMAIN HIGH AT AROUND 65-68 DAYS.

WITH PROSPECTS of a bumper Kharif har-
vest likely to temper food inflation, the
broader macroeconomic environment

appears set to improve, potentially aiding consumer
sentiment in the months ahead.

— CS VIGNESHWAR, FADA president

Three-wheeler sales
increased 4.23% to 
1.08 LAKH
UNITS

● Malhotra is an
engineering graduate

in computer science
from the Indian

Institute of
Technology,
Kanpur.
● His
three-year
term
begins on

Wednesday.

CCHHAANNGGEE
SANJAY
MALHOTRA
becomes
26th
governor
of the
RBI.

● Malhotra replaces Shaktikanta
Das, the second longest serving RBI
governor, after Sir Benegal Rama
Rau’s seven-year plus tenure.

● Presently, he 
is secretary
(revenue) in the
ministry of finance

ooff  gguuaarrdd

● Industry
expects asset
quality to
improve in the
next few months.

SMALL LOANS

CONSIDERING TTHE ongoing challenges, the
industry decided to moderate the disbursement

growth, focus on strengthening underwriting as per
MFIN guardrails and repayment collections.

— ALOK MISRA, MFIN CEO and director

● AUM up
11.9 per
cent
compared
to Q2 FY24.
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SHORT TAKES

MMiillaann,,  IIttaallyy::  Napoli conceded
top spot in Serie A to red-hot

Atalanta on Sunday after falling
to a 1-0 home defeat to Lazio

and dropping to two points
from the summit.

Fiorentina earlier remained on
Napoli’s heels after their 1-0

home win over Cagliari in their
first league match since mid-

fielder Edoardo Bove’s sudden
collapse last weekend.

In soaking wet Naples, Gustav
Isaksen stunned the home fans

with a brilliant strike, which
rifled past Napoli goalkeeper

Alex Meret and kept Lazio right
in a crowded league title race.
Marco Baroni’s Lazio are fifth
but only three points behind

new leaders Atalanta, who sit
top of the pile thanks to a club
record-equalling ninth straight

league win over AC Milan on
Friday. “The boys showed how

fired up they were and their
work ethic,” Baroni told DAZN. 

Napoli now have three teams
just a point behind them,

including Inter Milan and Lazio
who also dumped Antonio

Conte’s team out of the Italian
Cup on Thursday. — AFP

Napoli hand 
lead to Atalanta

DDuubbaaii::  South Africa on Monday
replaced Australia at the top of

the ICC World Test
Championship table after their
massive 109-run over Sri Lanka
while India are now in the third
place following their defeat in

the Adelaide Test. South Africa
now have 63.33 percentage

points after 10 matches in the
cycle and they are followed by

Australia (60.71 PTC).
India were leading the WTC

table, heading into the Adelaide
Test after their massive win in

the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
opener in Perth.

India had 61.11 points heading
into the pink ball Test in

Adelaide which they lost inside
three days and they now stand

third with 57.29 percentage
points.

The best possible way for India
to make a third appearance in
the WTC final next year would

be to win each of the three
remaining Tests in Australia.

Australia had 57.69 percentage
points before the Adelaide Test

which improved to 60.71 after
their win. — PTI

SA go top, India
slip to 3rd in WTC 
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NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The Indian deaf
cricket team recorded a 5-0

win over Sri Lanka in a bilateral
one-day series held here from

December 2 to 8. The Indian
squad was led by Virendra

Singh and included 15 players
from across the country. Sri
Lanka were led by Gimadu

Malkam.
The Indian team won the fifth

and final ODI by 13 runs. Having
posted 289 in 49.5 overs in the
first innings, India restricted Sri

Lanka to 276 all-out in 48.4
overs to notch a thrilling win.
India’s Sai Akash was named

the player of the match for the
fifth game while Sri Lanka’s

Alanrose Kalep was adjudged
the player of the series for his

12 wickets in four innings.
India’s Santosh Kumar

Mahopatra was named the best
batter of the series for scoring

325 runs in five outings with
one century and two fifties.

The Indian team had trained
under head coach Dev Dutt and

assistant coach Susheel Gupta
in the national capital from

November 25 to December 1.
— PTI

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr::  Nine-year-old
Delhi boy Aarit Kapil has

become the youngest Indian to
beat a chess Grandmaster as he

emerged victorious against
Raset Ziatdinov of United

States in the ninth and penulti-
mate round of the KIIT

International open tournament
here. At 9 years, 2 months and

18 days, Aarit is the youngest
Indian and third in the world to

beat a GM under the classical
time control.

The youngest player in the
world to beat a GM is Indian-

origin Singapore boy Ashwath
Kaushik who won against Jacek

Stupa of Poland when he was
just 8 years and six months old

earlier this year.
Ziatdinov, 66, is certainly past
his prime if the game was any

indication. As is usually the
case when an experienced GM

plays against a youngster,
Ziatdinov did many things right

positionally to get the upper
hand thanks to his better pawn

structure.
To Aarit’s credit, he fought on

after standing slightly worse
with his white pieces. It was a
long-drawn endgame wherein
Ziatdinov made the final mis-

take and lost a knight on
Sunday. — PTI

9-yr Aarit youngest
to beat chess GM 

India blank Lanka
to win deaf series

WORLD CHESS || CHAMPIONSHIP

SYED MUSHTAQ || ALI TROPHY

NEW ROSTER!
Legends urge ‘subdued’ Sharma to return to opener’s role SSiinnggaappoorree,,  DDeecc..  99:: Indian

challenger D. Gukesh lost
the 12th game against
defending champion Ding
Liren of China to allow
his opponent bounce back
and level the World Chess
Championship match
here on Monday.

The 18-year-old Gukesh
was ahead by one point
after he notched his sec-
ond win of the match on
Sunday, which came after
seven consecutive draws,
but Liren’s win on
Monday brought the
things on an even keel.

The two players are now
tied at 6 points each with
just two games left in the
14-round classical time
control format, still shy of
1.5 points in order to win
the title.

The remaining two
games will be played on
Wednesday and Thursday,
after rest day on Tuesday.

Irrespective of what
happens in the next game
on Wednesday, the match
will go the distance (14
games) and more likely
there will be tiebreaker —
where games are of short-
er duration — to deter-
mine the winner.

The 32-year-old Liren
had won the opening
game before Gukesh
emerged victorious in the
third game. The second,
and the fourth to 10th
games were drawn.

In what was the first vic-
tory for Liren with his
white pieces, Gukesh’s
preparation did not come
as good as the other 11
games that he played
here.

“In the second half, I
had chances in many of
the games. Today was
obviously a bad game, but

I wouldn’t draw too much
from it. Bad games hap-
pen. But if you look at the
second half overall, I
think we are both playing
better than the first half,”
Gukesh said at post-game
press conference.

“6-6 is overall the fair
result, but since I was
leading after yesterday, it
is a bit disappointing to
lose this game. At least
the score is still tied and
two more games are
remaining.”

Liren said he played the
12th game on Monday was
his best in recent times.

“Sometimes I perform
very well after a loss. It’s
a very important 12th
game. It’s maybe the best
game I have played in
recent times. Today I just
tried to play the best
moves and at some point,
I realized my position was
much, much better; there
was no way to draw. I put
pressure on my opponent
in the whole game, I did
not slip today,” he said.

The start was an
English opening by the
Chinese and much to the
surprise of the fans,
Gukesh went for a posi-
tion that led to a Benoni
defense with colours
reversed. — PTI

●● The 18-year-old
Gukesh was ahead by
one point after he
notched his second
win of the match on
Sunday, which came
after seven
consecutive draws, but
Liren’s win on Monday
brought things on an
even keel.

AAddeellaaiiddee,,  DDeecc..  99:: Former
India players Ravi
Shastri and Sunil
Gavaskar want skipper
Rohit Sharma to return
to the opening spot so
that he can be his
aggressive and expres-
sive self. Rohit, who had
missed the first Test,
dropped down to the
number six spot in the
pink ball Test after K. L.
Rahul excelled at the top
in the series opener in
his absence.

However, the Indian
skipper looked “too sub-
dued” as he managed
scores of 3 and 6 in
India’s 10-wicket loss
here.

“That’s the reason I
want him at the top.
That’s where he can be
aggressive and expres-
sive. Just thought he was
a little too subdued, just
seeing his body lan-
guage,” Shastri told Star
Sports.

“The fact that he didn’t
make runs, I don’t think
there was enough on the
field there. I just wanted
to see him more
involved, and a little
more animated,” the for-
mer India coach added.

Ahead of the Adelaide
Test, Rohit stated that he
didn’t wish to tinker
with a combination that
brought the team suc-
cess in the series opener
which the visitors won
by 295-run win at Perth.
He even batted in the
middle order in the
warm up game in
Canberra.

However, Rohit did
admit it was not an easy
decision for him to take
personally. “Personally,
it was not easy. But for
the team, yes, it made a
lot of sense,” Rohit, bat-
ted in the middle order
for the first time since

2018, had said.
Rahul, who had looked

solid with scores of 26
and 77 while sharing a
201-run partnership
with fellow opener and
centurion Yashasvi
Jaiswal in the second
innings of the first Test,
failed to replicate his
form in the second
match.

Rahul’s failure to capi-
talise on the opportunity
has prompted former
India captain Gavaskar
to call for Rohit’s return
to his opening slot.

“He should return to
his regular spot. We
should remember why
Rahul had opened. He
did that because Rohit
Sharma was not avail-
able for the first Test,”
Gavaskar said.

“I can understand why
they kept him as an
opener in the second
Test, he had a 200-plus
partnership with
Jaiswal. But now that he
couldn’t score this Test,
I feel Rahul should go
back to No. 5 or No.6 and
Rohit Sharma should
open. If Rohit scores
quickly in the begin-
ning, then he can score a
big century also later,”
he added. — PTI

AAddeellaaiiddee,,  DDeecc..  99:: Indian
pacer Mohammed Siraj
was fined 20 per cent of
his match fee, while
Australian batter Travis
Head was also “sanc-
tioned” by the ICC for
indulging in a heated
exchange of words during
the just-concluded day-
night Test here. Siraj and
Head were held guilty of
breaching the world
body’s code of conduct fol-
lowing a disciplinary
hearing on Monday.

“Siraj has been
penalised 20 per cent of
his match fee after being
found guilty of breaching
article 2.5 of the ICC Code
of Conduct for Players
and Player Support
Personnel,” the ICC said
in a statement.

The cited rule relates to
“using language, actions

or gestures which dispar-
age or which could pro-
voke an aggressive reac-
tion from a batter upon
dismissal.”

The ICC said Head too
was “sanctioned” for
breaching Article 2.13 of
the ICC Code of Conduct
for Players and Player
Support Personnel.

However, he escaped a
fine for breaching the rule
that relates to the “abuse
of a player, player support
personnel, umpire or
match referee during an

international match.”
Siraj and Head also

received one demerit
point each on their disci-
plinary records, marking
their first offence in the
last 24 months.

“Both admitted their
offences and accepted the
sanctions proposed by
Match Referee Ranjan
Madugalle,” the ICC said.

Head and Siraj had a
brief showdown on day
two of the match that
Australia won by 10 wick-
ets on Sunday. Head had
struck a splendid 141-ball
knock of 140 before being
castled by Siraj, who went
on to give him an aggres-
sive send-off following an
exchange of words.

The Indian endured
booes from the Adelaide
crowd following the con-
frontation. — PTI

Siraj, Head punished over
confrontation in 2nd Test

AAddeellaaiiddee,,  DDeecc..  99::
Australia pacer Josh
Hazlewood, who is
recovering from a side
strain, bowled two full
spells at Adelaide Oval
on Monday and said how
he “pulls up” in next 24
hours will determine his
availability for the
upcoming third Test
against India.

On what would have
been the fourth day of
the pink-ball Test, which
Australia won by 10
wickets, the 33-year-old
Hazlewood bowled
through two sessions to
simulate match condi-
tions and assess his
readiness for the third
Test, set to begin in
Brisbane on Saturday.

“I think it’ll be how I
pull up in the 24 hours
following it really,”
Hazlewood, who missed
the second Test, told
reporters.

“It’s just that repetitive
(action) and obviously
two spells makes a big
difference. Cooling down
pretty much fully and
then going again in the
same day, and the inten-
sity has got to be right
up there as well.

“So a few boxes to tick,
but it’s probably the 24
hours that follow and
pulling up again the
next day and then think-
ing ‘yeah, I’d be right to
go again if I had to’,” he
added. — PTI

SSyyddnneeyy,,  DDeecc..  99:: Former
Australia captain Tim
Paine feels Marnus
Labuschagne and
Nathan McSweeney’s
fighting performance in
the face of a swinging
pink ball on the opening
day was a crucial effort
in the often “harshly
treated” home team’s 10-
wicket victory over
India in the second Test
in Adelaide. 

It was a laudable effort
given that Indian pace
spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah was looking
quite dangerous with
the pink ball.

“I thought the last ses-
sion of the first day was
Test cricket at its
absolute best,” Paine
said on SEN.

“You’ve got an absolute
champion running in
full steam under lights
with a pink ball. You’ve
got one of our absolute
champions who’s aver-
aged 60 plus at times
fighting to save his
career and you’ve got a
kid in his second Test
trying to establish him-
self.

“I thought both of
those guys for different
reasons were huge. That
was just as good as pro-
fessional sports get
when you’ve got players
that are so good fighting
so desperately,” he
added. — PTI

BBeennggaalluurruu,,  DDeecc..  99::
Showing no signs of rust,
Mohammed Shami car-
ried Bengal to the quar-
terfinals of the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy by
smashing a game-chang-
ing 17-ball-32 and bowling
13 dot balls in his four
overs that paved way for
his team’s thrilling three-
run win against
Chandigarh, here
Monday.

With no clarity over his
international comeback,
the 34-year-old played his
eighth SMAT T20 game in
16 days and has bowled
his full quota in almost all
the games.

On the day, he first used
long handle to a good
effect, taking 19 runs off
seasoned Sandeep
Sharma’s final over as
Bengal reached 159 for 9
after tottering at 114 for 8.

He crunched two sixes
and three fours, mostly
flashing through point
region but the final wick-
et stand of 21 off 10 balls
with Sayan Ghosh proved
crucial.

Veteran Kolkata Maidan
slinger Ghosh (4/30), who
is known to be a death

overs specialist, bowled a
brilliant final over where
11 runs were required as
Nikhil Sharma’s plan-
ning went all awry.
Chandigarh were restrict-
ed to 156 for 9.

SSHHAAMMII  LLOOOOKKEEDD  
BBOOWWLLIINNGG  FFIITT

Having already warmed
up nicely by facing 17
deliveries, Shami bowled
a very good first spell and
removed opener Arsalan
Z Khan off the very third
delivery, caught by Shakir
Habib Gandhi.

Compared to his first
Ranji Trophy game
against Madhya Pradesh
where he looked over-
weight and slightly
paunchy despite bowling
42 overs, Monday’s Shami
looked  leaner and the
famous upright seam
presentation was very
much there. During the
Ranji match, many
experts debated how his
follow-through, which is
pretty straight post deliv-
ery, was ending towards
cover which is an indica-
tion that he was unable to
complete his action.

— PTI

LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc..  99::  Chelsea
came from 2-0 down to beat
Tottenham 4-3 on Sunday
and go second in the
Premier League thanks to
two Cole Palmer penalties.

Dominic Solanke and
Dejan Kulusevski gave
under-fire Spurs boss
Ange Postecoglou a dream
start.

But his cavalier attack-
ing approach will come
under more scrutiny as
Chelsea roared back to
extend their unbeaten
Premier League run to
seven games.

Jadon Sancho gave the
visitors a foothold before
they dominated the second
half with Palmer twice
cool from the spot, either
side of Enzo Fernandez’s
strike.

Chelsea close to within
four points of leaders
Liverpool, who have a
game in hand after their

visit to Everton on
Saturday was postponed
due to high winds.

Son Heung-min’s 96th-
minute goal was little con-

solation for Spurs who
have won just once in
seven games and remain
11th in the table.

Postecoglou was

involved in an angry con-
frontation with his own
supporters after a dismal
display in a 1-0 defeat to
Bournemouth on

Thursday.
Spurs have often saved

their best for the biggest
games this season, beating
Manchester City twice
and cruising to a 3-0 win at
Manchester United early
in the campaign.

Postecoglou’s men flew
out of the traps to leave an
in-form Chelsea chasing
shadows in the early
stages.

Solanke stole in at the
near post to turn in
Brennan Johnson’s cross
to open the scoring.

Kulusevski then mean-
dered along the edge of the
Blues’ box before firing
low past Robert Sanchez to
make it 2-0 inside 11 min-
utes.

Sancho scored his first
Chelsea goal in a 5-1 romp
at bottom-of-the-table
Southampton in midweek
to earn himself a start.

— AFP

SHAMI BOWLS 13 DOTS, 
HITS 32 IN BENGAL WIN

HAZLEWOOD IS
STILL NOT SURE
OF THIRD TEST

PAINE PRAISES
McSWEENEY &
LABUSCHAGNE

Chelsea’s Enzo Fernandez (left) scores against Tottenham during their English
Premier League match at the Hotspur Stadium in London on Sunday. — AP

Chelsea edge Spurs in seven-goal thriller

Ace badminton player P. V. Sindhu (right) and Venkata
Datta Sai meet Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan to invite him for their wedding on
Monday. — PTI

●● Siraj and Head also
received one demerit
point each on their
disciplinary records,
marking their first
offence in the last 24
months.

●● Rohit dropped
down to the number
six spot in the pink
ball Test after K. L.
Rahul excelled at the
top in the series
opener in his absence.

Gukesh loses to
Ding, scores tied

Rohit SSharma
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