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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

TEST RUN AT JEWAR A

RPORT

The first validation test flight for the upcoming Noida International Airport in Jewar, Uttar Pradesh, to verify if it meets safety
and regulatory standards was conducted successfully on Monday. The airport, which is around 75 km from Delhi, is expected
to start commercial operations from April next year.
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Opp set to submit
notice for resolution
to impeach Dhankhar

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

THE UNEASY relationship that
Opposition parties share with
Rajya Sabha Chairman and Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhankhar is
set to come to a head as the IN-
DIA bloc parties have decided to
submit a notice to move a no-
confidence orimpeachment res-
olution against him. The
Opposition parties do not have
the numbers in the House to en-
sure Dhankhar’s impeachment
as Vice-President but are con-
templating the move “very
soon” as a political signal.
Sources said MPs of the
Trinamool Congress (TMC) and
the Samajwadi Party (SP) — par-
ties that have not been attend-
ing the Congress-led protests
outside Parliament on the Adani

Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar conducts
proceedings, Monday. P11

issue — have also signed the no-
tice under Article 67(b) of the
Constitution. This is the second
such attempt by the Opposition
parties this year. The resolution,
however, should be moved with
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‘Calm influence’: Revenue Secy Sanjay

Malhotra picked as next

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

SANJAY MALHOTRA, a 1990-
batch Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer, currently
Revenue Secretary in the
Ministry of Finance, has been ap-
pointed as the next Governor of
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

l

Sanjay Malhotra, 1990-batch
IAS, IIT-Kanpur, Princeton
graduate; Shaktikanta Das

RBI Governor

The Appointments Comm-
ittee of the Cabinet on Monday
gave its nod for the selection of
56-year-old Malhotra as the 26th
RBI Governor with effect from
December 11 for a period of

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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In Adani protests in Parliament, Cong
takes gloves off, tries masks & jackets

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

MANICKAM TAGORE is a
Congress MP from Virudhunagar
in Tamil Nadu; Shivaji Bandappa
Kalge the party parliamentarian
from Latur in Maharashtra.
On Monday, the two were
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Leader of Opposition in LS Rahul Gandhi with Congress MPs
during a protest over the Adani row at Parliament. ANI
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HASINA REMARKS CREATE TENSION: YUNUS

Foreign Secys meet: Delhi
flags plight of minorities,
Dhaka says internal issue

India calls for
constructive ties,
mutual trust,
raises attacks on
religious sites

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

IN THE first high-level visit by
India since the fall of the Sheikh
Hasina-led government in
August, Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri met his Bangladesh coun-
terpart, Mohammad Jashim
Uddin, in Dhaka on Monday and
conveyed “India’s concerns, es-
pecially those related to the
safety and welfare of minorities”.
India also flagged “some regret-
table incidents of attacks on cul-
tural, religious and diplomatic
properties”.

Referring to the alleged inci-
dents against minorities as

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri with his Bangladesh
counterpart Mohammad
Jashim Uddin in Dhaka. ANI

“propaganda... false and mis-
leading facts”, Bangladesh's
Foreign Secretary, on his part, re-
sponded that “other countries”
should refrain from comment-
ing on Dhaka's “internal matter”.
Misri, who also called on the
Bangladesh Interim Government
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

|§ E Message
o e toDhaka

THE VISIT reflects Delhi’s
willingness to engage
with the post-Hasina re-
ality. The message is
clear: Dhaka must be re-
sponsive to Delhi's con-
cerns, and not let strained
ties impact bilateral de-
velopment partnership.

Big equestrian question lands in court:
Are horses athletes or equipment?

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, DECEMBER9

ITIS “neigh” impossible to know
what horses themselves think
on the matter but the Delhi High
Court was recently tasked with
ascertaining if horses ought to be

categorised as “athletes” or
“equipment”, in the sport of
equestrian.

The petitioner, Rajasthan
Equestrian Association, wants
voting rights for states, like every
sport. They are locked in a long
battle with the Equestrian
Federation of India (EFI), which

insists that the sportis “peculiar”
and cannot have a pyramidal
governance framework of dis-
trict and state bodies, given the
infrastructure is niche, and re-
quirements specific to horses.
The EFI says they are living
beings, moody too, hence qualify
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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HOW THE CONSTITUTION OF BANGLADESH WAS ADOPTED AND WHAT
IT SAYS ABOUT THE RIGHTS OF THE MINORITY COMMUNITIES

Minorities, including Hindus, Christians, Buddhists, and Ahmadiyyas, make up a significant portion of
Bangladesh'’s population and are guaranteed rights under its Constitution
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India China ties, climate
change atI(J, and treating
active landslide zones

In 3 Things today, first we talk about the
current status of the Indo-China ties. Next,
we discuss a case filed at the IC] related to
climate change and how we expect it to pan
out. We also talk about a technology which
is treating landslide zones in Uttarakhand.
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Pune rape-murder:
SC upholds HC order
commuting convicts’
death penalty to life

CHANDANHAYGUNDE
PUNE, DECEMBER9

CITING ‘INORDINATE delay in
execution’, the Supreme Court
on Monday upheld the Bombay
High Court (HC) order commut-
ing the death penalty of two
men — convicted of raping and
murdering a 22-year-old BPO
staffer in Pune in 2007 — to life
imprisonment.

A bench comprising Justice
Abhay S Oka, Justice Ahsanuddin
Amanullah and  Justice
Augustine George Masih dis-
missed the Maharashtra govern-
ment’s appeal challenging the
HC judgment. The SC held that
“keeping a convict in suspense
while considering his mercy peti-
tions by the Governor or the
President for aninordinately long
time will certainly cause agony to
him/her. It creates adverse physi-
cal conditions and psychological
stress on the convict.”

While exercising its jurisdic-
tion under Article 32 read with
Article 21 of the Constitution, the
SC stated that it “cannot excuse
the agonising delay caused only
on the basis of the gravity of the
crime.”

The SC also issued certain di-
rections such as forming a dedi-
cated cell by the home depart-
mentor the prison department of
the state governments and Union
Territories for dealing with mercy
petitions. “The dedicated cell shall
be responsible for the prompt pro-
cessing of the mercy petitions
within the time frame laid down
by the respective governments,”
the SCorder stated.

“Justice hasbeen denied to us.
We have lost hope that daughters
of this country will ever get jus-
tice. They will be savagely and
brutally violated and murdered
while the perpetrators continue
to enjoy their life...” the brother-
in-law of the 22-year-old told The
Indian Express.

HC sets aside death penalty to man
for murder of 4 of family in 1997

Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court Monday set aside the
death penalty awarded by a
lower court to the key accused in
the murder of four members of a
family, including two children,
27 years ago in Pune.

A bench of Justices Bharati H
Dangre and Manjusha A
Deshpande dismissed a plea by

the state government seeking
confirmation of the death sen-
tence granted by a Pune court to
Bhagwat Bajirao Kale in 2021
holding “no case was made out
for confirming the death penalty”.
The HC found that Kale “does not
deserve the death sentence,” and
allowed his appeal against the
Pune court order. ENS

FROMPAGE ONE

India, Bangladesh Foreign Secys meet

Chief Adviser, Muhammad Yunus,
and Foreign Affairs Adviser,
Mohammad Touhid Hossain, un-
derlined India’s support for a
“democratic, stable, peaceful, pro-
gressive and  inclusive”
Bangladesh. He conveyed India’s
willingness to build a “positive
and constructive relationship”
based on “mutual trust, respect
and mutual sensitivity to each
other’s concerns and interests”.

Speaking toreporters after his
meeting with Misri, Jashim Uddin
said people are free to practice any
religion in Bangladesh. “We have
also conveyed that this is our in-
ternal matter,and other countries
should notcommenton our inter-
nal matter. We also reminded that
Bangladesh does not commenton
internal issues of other countries,
and others should also reciprocate
that,” he said. He also flagged the
incidents of border firing leading
to deaths, calling it “one life is too
many”. He emphasised the Teesta
water sharing pact, and easing of
visas for Bangladeshis for tourism
and medical treatment in India.

The terse exchange gave anin-
dication of the public posturing by
Delhi and Dhaka on hot-buttonis-
sues, reflecting the strain in bilat-
eral ties.

Speaking to reporters in
Dhaka, Misri said: “We also had
the opportunity todiscuss certain
recent developments and issues,
and I conveyed our concerns, in-
cluding those related to the safety
and welfare of minorities. We also
discussed some regrettable inci-
dents of attacks on cultural, reli-
gious and diplomatic properties.”

During his meeting with Misri,
Yunus described the India-
Bangladesh relationship as “very
solid” and “close”. He asked India
tohelp clearthe “clouds” that have

e Question in court: Are horses athletes or equipment?

as athletes. And the upkeep of
stable and training infrastructure
by the current electorate of rider
clubs requires crores in invest-
ment, so anyone spending that
amount deserves a vote.

Neither side mercifully has
demanded voting rights for
equines.

But the Rajasthan association
contends “horses are just
horses”, whose hiring [ trans-
portation reimbursements get
lumped with boats [ yachts in
the National Sports Code, and
hence must be treated as equip-
ment.

The court has been seized of
the bigger battle and the matter
remains subjudice while sub-
missions have been made. The
fraternity is zapped, terming it
all“absurd, nonsensical, illogical
and bizarre”.

Of course, the horse is a liv-
ing athlete. But is it really?

Raghuvendra Singh
Dundlod, the Rajasthan peti-
tioner, contends that taxes are
excused when horses are
brought into the country, just
like for cycles, yachts, rifles -- all
sports equipment. “No other
country considers it an athlete.
They are definitely equipment,
but because it’s a live being, you
must feed it,” he says.

Akeenrider himself and pro-
moter of indigenous horses,
Dundlod, whose father was a
cavalryman, demands to know

why no winning horse has ever
been felicitated, if itindeed is an
athlete.

“There’s no medal or Arjuna
award for a horse and no one
saying, ‘let’s bring a horse a
rosette, and say you have done
well’, like for athletes. I've never
seen horses being felicitated af-
ter medals,” he says. He harks
back when a winning horse was
draped in a celebratory jhool
(horse rug) in Rajasthan.

Dundlod adds that eques-
trian allows a horse to be re-
placed once in competition, if it
goes lame. “If a human athlete
fallsill, they can’t be replaced like
equipmentis,” he stresses.

“They can say whatever, it is
very much an athlete,” says EFI
general secretary Col Jaiveer
Singh, who insists that Para 16 of
the National Sports Code clearly
spells out the merits of exemp-
tions granted for being a “pecu-
liar sport”.

“Itis a peculiar sport because
horses are live beings who need
to be fed, given water, massaged,
picked after, cleaned, taken for a
walk. It's not an F-1 car that sits
waiting in a garage.”

Heis dismayed at the sugges-
tion that horses haven’t gotten
their due. “There’s a victory lap,
but horses need rest! They are
taken good care of and pam-
pered. An Arjuna would be tak-
ing it too far. But alot of dog units
and mules in service are hon-
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oured. Horses are too,” he says.

Advocate Jayant Mehta for
the EFI, while stressing that the
matter is subjudice, says, “A
horse needs a stable, exercising
grounds, prompt availability of
medical attention at the base.
And all this is bare minimum.
States can’t say we will make
these facilities partly available.
You can’t have a vet in Delhi and
a horse in Meerut,” he says.

He might have heard more
absurd arguments, but his
earnest submission was that a
horse can’t be called equipment.
“A horse needs a passport, un-
dergoes medical checks and gets
quarantined. It gets marked in
competitions. Nobody gives
points to a javelin or arifle. And
a pistol doesn’t moodily refuse
to fire, nor does a javelin stomp
off and refuse to fly,” he says.

If considered an athlete, the
classification contravenes the
sports code, Dundlod says, since
India’s winning horses were for-
eign-born (foreign human ath-
letes are disallowed). The EFI
clarifies that while horses have
passports, they don’t have a na-
tionality. They are registered as
Indian heading out to interna-
tional competition.

Also a winning horse can
command a large price (like IPL
cricketers). Agun or javelin does-
n’t start costing millions just be-
cause it was used by a gold
medallist, though the memora-
bilia can have great future value.

A senior former equestrian,
not wishing to take sides in this
horse-drama, says, “In the early
1900s, Olympic medals were
given only to horses for their ath-
letic exploits. Gradually, medals
were shared and later only went
to the rider. But there’s prece-
dence of horses being the main
athletes. It’s true though they
don’t live in Athletes village at
the Olympics,” he says. “It's justa
play of words. He can be both. No
big deal.” All he knows is noth-
ing has been heard from the
horse’s mouth.

cast a shadow over the relation-
ship between the two neighbours
in recent times, according to his
office.

Yunus's office said he also
raised the issue of Hasina. “Our
people are concerned because she
is making many statements from
there. It creates tensions,” he told
Misri. He elaborated how stu-
dents, workers and people joined
hands in July-August to end
Hasina’s regime through the mass
uprising. “Our job is to keep their
dreams alive. It is a new
Bangladesh,” Yunus said, and
briefly outlined the reforminitia-
tives undertaken by the Interim
Government.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said Misri emphasised that
“people are the main stakehold-
ers” inIndia-Bangladeshrelations,
and noted that Delhi's develop-
ment cooperation and multifac-
eted engagements with Dhaka,
including in the areas of connec-
tivity, trade, power, energy and ca-
pacity building, are all geared to-
wards the benefit of the people of
Bangladesh.

This emphasis on the “people
of Bangladesh” is Delhi’s nuanc-
ing of its approach, away from the
previous government led by
Hasina.

“Today’s discussions have
given both of us the opportunity
to take stock of our relations, and
[ appreciate the opportunity to
have had a frank, candid and con-
structive exchange of views with
allmy interlocutors.lemphasised
that India desires a positive, con-
structive and mutually beneficial
relationship with Bangladesh. We
have always seen in the past, and
we continue to see in the future,
this relationship as a people-cen-
tricand people-oriented relation-

ship, one that has the benefit of all
the people as its central motiva-
tional force,” Misri said.

“Thisisreflected onadaily ba-
sis in the development projects
that have been executed on the
ground in Bangladesh and that
continue to be developed.Itisalso
reflected in the mutually benefi-
cial engagement we have on a
whole set of issues ranging from
trade, commerce, connectivity,
power, water, energy, develop-
ment cooperation, consular coop-
eration and cultural cooperation.
There is no reason why this mu-
tually beneficial cooperation
should not continue to deliver in
the interests of both our peoples,”
he said, indicating the straininre-
lations and the strategic impera-
tives that frame the foundation of
the bilateral ties.

During the Foreign Office
Consultations, the MEA said, both
sides held “comprehensive dis-
cussions onawide range of issues
covering political and security
matters, border management,
trade, commerce and connectiv-
ity, cooperation in water, power
and energy sectors, development
cooperation, consular, cultural
and people-to-people ties”.

They also exchanged views on
sub-regional, regional and multi-
lateral issues, and agreed to en-
hance consultations and cooper-
ation to advance regional
integration, including under the
BIMSTEC framework, it said.

The MEA said Misri's visit will
“help in sustaining bilateral en-
gagement between India and
Bangladesh with a view to ad-
dressing concerns as well as ad-
vancing the substantive issues in
the relationship”.

Framing the discussions and
itsimportance, Misri said consul-

tations were held on the entire
gamut ofissues in the “extremely
important bilateral relationship”.
He also gave an account of all the
interactions since August 5, after
Hasina fled to India.

“Since the political changesin
Bangladesh in August this year,
there has, of course, been contact
between our leaderships. The
Prime Minister was the first world
leader to greet the Chief Adviser
on his assumption of office. The
two of them had a very cordial
telephone conversation there-
after,and the Chief Adviseralsoac-
cepted the PM's invitation to
speak at the third Voice of the
Global South Summit that was
held in August this year. Since
then, the External Affairs Minister
and the Foreign Affairs Adviser
havealsobeenintouch. They met
each other on the sidelines of the
UN General Assembly in New
York in September this year, and
my visit follows those interactions
and is the first Foreign Secretary-
level structured engagement be-
tween the two sides following
those developments,” he said.

“To that end, therefore, I have
underlined today India's desire to
work closely with the Interim
Government of Bangladesh... a
constructive approach onall these
issues by the Bangladesh author-
ities,and we look forward to mov-
ing the relationship forward in a
positive, forward-looking and
constructive direction,” he said.

Ties between the two coun-
tries came under strain after
Hasina was forced to flee to India
following a massive anti-govern-
ment protest in August. The rela-
tions deteriorated further in re-
centweeks over reports of attacks
onHindusand the arrest of Hindu
monk Chinmoy Krishna Das.

e Cong takes gloves off, tries masks & jackets

star performers as the Congress
pumped up the drama around its
protests over the Gautam Adani
issue in Parliament. Tagore wore
aNarendra Modi mask and Kalge
one depicting Gautam Adani as, in
a “spontaneous” decision, Rahul
Gandhi interviewed them on the
House premises over their “spe-
cial relationship” — in what a
Congress MP described as “a mo-
ment of creativity by all three of
them”.

The masks were the latest ad-
dition to the techniques the
Congress has deployed in the
Winter Session to highlight its
campaign alleging favouritism to-
wards the Adani Group under the
Modi government. The party de-
cided to turn to these after the first
week of Winter Session was
wiped out, with repeated ad-
journments meaning it could not
raise the issue inside the House.

So last Monday began with
the government and Opposition
reaching an agreement to not stall
proceedings in the House. The
Congress was also urged by its
own members and alliance part-
ners, who wanted to raise other
concerns in the House, to not be
obstinate about the Adani issue.

A meeting of the Congress
Parliamentary Strategy Group
held the same day decided “to
come up with new ways to high-
light the Adani issue”. “We were
told by Rahul ji to come up with
ideas. Since then, we have come
up with different ways to make
the protest more eye-catching,”
said aCongress MP, who was part
of that meet. “This way, we are not
stalling the House, and also bring-
ing attention to anissue which we
feel must reach the people.”

On Tuesday and Wednesday
last week, Congress leaders and
MPs of other INDIA bloc parties
came to the House bearing a big
black banner reading: “Modi-
Adani are one”.

On Thursday, they wore black
jackets with a sticker affixed:
“Modi Adani ek hai, Adani safe hai
(Modi-Adani are one, Adani is
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safe)”.Itwasa play on Modi’s pre-
ferred campaign slogan during
the recent Maharashtra elections,
“Ek hain toh safe hain”. Rahul
Gandbhi stuck to his white T-shirt
and khaki trousers look, fixing his
sticker to the shirt.

On Friday, Congress MPs came
to Parliament holding pocket
copies of the Constitution and
wearing anti-pollution masks that
had on them a similar message:
“Modi, Adani bhai bhai (Modi,
Adani are brothers)”.

A Congress MP said that an-
other reason for the new style of
protests was that “the press was
not taking an active interest in the
Adani issue, and we needed to
change that”.

Monday’s “interview” cer-
tainly grabbed eyeballs, not the
least because Gandhi was central
to it. Several Congress MPs wore
either the Modi or the Adani mask
to Parliament Monday, and en-
sured that the cameras caught
them hugging or shaking hands
in the Parliament complex. “We
wanted to show the partnership
between the two,” said a Congress
MP who was part of the protest.

According to the MP, Gandhi
then picked two of them — one
wearing a “Modi” mask, and the
other an “Adani” one — and led
them closer to where the re-
porters were stationed, before do-
ing an “impromptu” question-
and-answer session.

“Aaqj kal kya ho raha hai bhai
(What is happening these days,
brother)?” Gandhi began the con-
versation. Tagore as ‘Adani’, with
his arm around Kalge as ‘Modr’,
replied: “Main jo bhi bolta hoon,
yeh karta hai. Main kuchch bhi
chahta hoon, port chahiye, airport
chahiye (Whatever I say, he does.
Whatever [ want — airports,
ports)...” Gandhi then asked,
“What are you trying to get these
days?” A pat Tagore replied: “We
have a meeting in the evening.”

Gandhi then asked about their
relationship, to which Tagore said:
“We are the same. We will do
everything together... We have

been together for years.” On their
future, Tagore said: “Indiais noth-
ing but me.”

Why is he (Modi) not letting
Parliament run “because of you
(Adani)”, Gandhi then asked
Tagore. “That manis missing. Amit
bhai didn’t come to the House. We
will have to ask Amit bhai,” Tagore
said. Asked by Gandhi next on
why ‘Modi’ (that is, Kalge) was so
quiet and was not talking much
these days, Tagore said: “He is in
tension.” The Opposition MPs
broke into laughter.

Congress MPs said that while
the masks were a part of the plan,
the interview by Gandhi was not.
“Rahul ji just came and started
asking questions to the two of
them. It was all done in a matter
of three-four minutes. Even the
two MPs weren’t expecting the
questions and weren'’t prepared,
but they went along,” the
Congress MPwho hailed “the cre-
ativity” of the three said.

Party leaders said that since
last week, during the meeting of
Congress MPs at 10.15 am daily,
there is a discussion on the next
day’s protest, and depending on
the views of the MPs, anideas fi-
nalised. A senior MP has been
given the responsibility of sourc-
ing and readying the material,
whether masks, banners etc. “The
MP is doing it with the help of
Congress youth organisations,and
he is the one who brings the ma-
terial to Parliament every morn-
ing,” said a colleague.

There is no question of easing
up on Adani, party leaders indi-
cated, talking about Gandhi’s dec-
laration at a press conference on
November 21, days before the
start of the Winter Session, that
the issue will be among the key
ones the party will raise.

Ifthereis disappointment that
allies like the SP and TMC are not
participating in the protests, the
party has put them aside.

A Congress MP said: “The
country will see more such pro-
tests over the next few days. May-
be these will be more creative.”

e Malhotra is next RBI Governor

three years.

The second term of current
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das is
slated to end on December 10.

Sources said what worked in
his favour was his “calm influ-
ence” and “intellectual acumen”,
two attributes that couldn’t be
more relevant than today. “He’s
not known for giving jerky in-
puts,” said the source.

AB.Techin Computer Science
and Engineering from IIT Kanpur
in 1989, Malhotra later pursued
his Master’s in Public Policy from
Princeton University. He’s known
for his analytical skills within the
Finance Ministry in his role as
Revenue Secretary and also ear-
lier as the Secretary, Department
of Financial Services.

One of the trusted aides of
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, Malhotra was
known to weigh in with his in-
sight on discussions around rev-
enue trends. He has also been vo-
cal about the over-reach of tax
officers, asking them to refrain
from hurting business sentiment
in their pursuit of revenue targets.

“We are here not only for rev-
enue but also for the whole econ-
omy of the country. So, if in the
process of garnering some small
revenue, we are hurting the
whole industry, or the economy
of the county, itis certainly not the
intent. Revenue comes in only
when there is some income,
therefore, we have to be very cau-
tious so that we do not, as they
say, kill the golden goose," he said
last week at an event organised
by the Directorate of Revenue

Intelligence (DRI).

As the Ex-Officio Secretary of
the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council, Malhotra’s mild de-
meanor, especially during dis-
agreements between states and
Centre in the Council’s proceed-
ings, were often appreciated by
Ministers.

During his stint as a young IAS
officer (1996-1998), Malhotra
served as District Collector and
District Magistrate in Chittorgarh.
Later, in his posting with the
Central government, Malhotra
worked as Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Power (2020-21). He
then joined as the Chairman and
Managing Director of Rural
Electrification Corporation, fol-
lowing which he was appointed
as Financial Services Secretary
from February-October 2022 and,
subsequently, as Revenue
Secretary.

A Rajasthan-cadre officer,
Malhotra comes with over three-
decades of experience in the ar-
eas of power, finance and taxa-
tion, information technology and
mines. As Principal Secretary, in-
charge of Energy Department in
Rajasthan, Malhotra was seen to
be instrumental in appointment
of distribution franchisees in four
towns, introduction of PPP in
transmission and innovations in
metering, billing and collection.
As Additional Secretary in the
Ministry of Power, he dealt with
transmission, distribution, re-
forms and restructuring and was
involved in reforms, policy initia-
tives and privatisation of distribu-
tion utilities of union territories.

e Opp set to submit notice

atleast 14 days’ notice. The Winter
Session of Parliament ends on
December 20.

According to 67(b), “a Vice-
President may be removed from
his office by a resolution of the
Council of States passed by the
majority of all the then members
of the Council and agreed toby the
House of the People; but no reso-
lution for the purpose of this
clause shall be moved unless at
least fourteen days’ notice has
been given of the intention to
move the resolution.”

A senior Opposition leader
told The Indian Express, “Leave
aside technicalities (like 14 days’
notice), leave aside the fact thatwe
don’t have the numbers... ames-
sage has to go to the BJP they can-
not ruin Parliament like this. We
are fighting to save Parliament
democracy.” Asked when the
Opposition was planning to sub-
mit the notice, another senior
leader said “very soon”.

“This government is murder-
ing Parliament,” said TMC's
Deputy Leader in the Rajya Sabha
Sagarika Ghose. “They are scared
because they do not have the an-
swers toissues affecting common
people. The BJP and the govern-
ment are misusing high constitu-
tional offices and making them
subservient to executive power.
The Opposition does not have the
numbers in the RS, but this is a
fight against all those who want
toruin our Parliamentary system.
Atstakeis the integrity of our par-
liamentary democracy and the
constitutional rights of every rep-
resentative of the people.”

The INDIA bloc parties to-
gether have 103 members in the
House plus the support of
Independent MP Kapil Sibal. The
Opposition parties, which have
been accusing Dhankhar of parti-
sanship for some time, have been
mulling submitting a notice for
bringing animpeachment resolu-
tion since the last session.

They were also upset over
Dhankhar naming Congress MP
Abhishek Singhvi last weekin the
context of recovery of what he
called a “wad of currency notes
from the seat allotted to him”.

Sources in the Opposition bloc
said the opportunity given by the
Chair to some of the ruling party
members to raise the issue of al-
leged Congress links with a forum
thatis said to have received funds

from billionaire investor George
Soros further upset the Congress
and prompted it to revive the
move. Leaders of Opposition par-
ties claimed they had collected the
signatures required fromall INDIA
bloc parties for giving the notice.

No precedent

While there is no precedence
of a no-confidence or impeach-
ment resolution being moved
against the Rajya Sabha Chairman,
the Oppositionin 2020 submitted
a no-confidence resolution
against Rajya Sabha Deputy
Chairman Harivansh. The move
followed an uproar in the House
over his decision to extend the
Session beyond the scheduled 1
pm, overruling Opposition pleas
to continue discussions on the
farm Bills the next day.

Article 90 of the Constitution
deals with the “Vacation and res-
ignation of, and removal from, the
office of Deputy Chairman”.

The Opposition resolution at
the time said, “The Deputy
Chairman has violated all the
canons of law, procedure, parlia-
mentary procedures, practices
and fair play. Today, the Deputy
Chairman did not allow points of
order to be raised, did not allow
large numbers of members of
Rajya Sabha fromdiverse political
parties opposing the anti-farmer
Bill...even to speak.” Among the
parties that backed the resolution
were the Congress, TMC, DMK,
CPM, CPL R]D, AAP, TRS, SP, IUML,
and Kerala Congress (M).

The Opposition move was
then described as “unprece-
dented” by Parliament veterans.
Moving the motion against
Harivanshin 2020, the Opposition
had said: “Appropriate precedents
in this regard are available in sev-
eral treatises, including the
‘Practice and Procedure of
Parliament by M N Kaul and SL
Shakdher' seventhedition...and
Article 90 of the Constitution.”

The precedents cited by the
Opposition included resolutions
against the first LS Speaker, GV
Mavalankar, in 1951, Speaker
Sardar Hukam Singhin 1966, and
Speaker Balram Jakhar in 1987.
The resolution against Mavalan-
kar came up for discussion and
was negated by the House. The
other two resolutions were also
discussed and negated by the
House.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY,DECEMBER 10,2024

THE CITY

3

13,353 applicants
benefitted from

camps to simplify
PM-UDAY
registration: L-G

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

MORE THAN 13,000 applicants
have visited camps set up to sim-
plify the process of registering
houses in unauthorised colonies
in the city under the Centre’s
Prime Minister-Unauthorised
Colonies in Delhi Awas Adhikar
Yojana (PM-UDAY) scheme.

The scheme, which was
launched ahead of the 2020 Delhi
Assembly polls, was off to a slow
start. Lt Governor VK Saxena an-
nounced last month that special
camps will be set up on weekends
to expedite the process. The PM-
UDAY scheme aims to grant own-
ership rights to residents of 1,731
unauthorised colonies.

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) holds these
camps every weekend and will
continue until December29at 10
processing centres in unautho-
rised colonies.

Astatement from the office of
the L-G said 13,353 applicants
have already visited the camps
and most had their applications
cleared and approved on the spot.

During the Lieutenant
Governor's visit to a camp in
Najafgarh last week, a number of
people, while appreciating the ini-
tiative, had requested him to facil-
itate on-the-spot registrations for
properties.

Following this, Saxena di-
rected to ensure the presence of
sub-registrars in the camps.

More than 2,000 new applica-
tions were filed in these camps.
During the last two weeks, con-
veyance deeds/authorisation slips
were issued for 506 applications
and 21 deeds registered.
Thousands of pending applica-
tions for regularisation were
cleared of deficiencies and hun-
dreds of them approved, the state-
ment said.

Similar special camps were or-
ganised for clearing mutation of
properties on grounds of inheri-
tance and providing electricity
connections to 14,000 applicants
who faced long delays due to a
land-pooling policy, it stated.

VALIDATION FLIGHT BY INDIGO CONDUCTED SUCCESSFULLY

Noida airport completes crucial
flight testin run-up to 20235 ops

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

MARKING A key step in the run-
up to the greenfield airport start-
ing commercial operations early
next year, the upcoming Noida
International Airport (NIA) at
Jewar in Gautam Buddha Nagar
Monday successfully completed
its validation flight procedures.

A validation flight is vital for
testing and certifying airport ap-
proach and departure proce-
dures for aircraft. It is essentially
a test flight to validate that the
landing and departure proce-
dures, infrastructure readiness,
navigational and communica-
tion systems for the new runway
and the airport are fully compli-
ant with regulatory and safety
standards.

“The flight conducted by
IndiGo, the launch carrier for the
airport, verified the airport’s ap-
proach procedures, confirming
the accuracy and functionality of
its navigational aids and air traf-
fic control systems. This crucial
step demonstrates NIA's adher-
ence to the stringent safety and
operational standards required
for commercial operations.
Following the validation flight,
NIA will finalize the required
documentation for aerodrome
certification and submitit to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA),” NIA said.

The airport will proceed with
the next step, which is to apply
for the aerodrome licence—the
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Workers look on as the first
validation flight (right)
takes off from the Noida
International Airport, Jewar,
Monday. Abhinav Saha

approval from the DGCA to op-
erate as an airport. Late August,
NIA chief executive officer
Christoph Schnellmann had said
that the validation flight as well
asaerodrome license application
were scheduled for December.

The new airport, which will
be the second major airport in
the National Capital Region after
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA), is
expected to start commercial
operations from April 2025.The
upcoming airport is around 90
kilometres from IGIA.

NIA was earlier scheduled to
start operations by the end of
this year, but the timeline was
extended due to delays in deliv-
ery of certain construction ma-
terials and equipment due to
global supply chain constraints.

The runway work for the up-

coming airport is complete and
the calibration of the Instrument
Landing System (ILS) and
Precision Approach Path
Indicator (PAPI) — the critical
step pertaining to runway oper-
ations before a validation flight
— were successfully completed
in October by the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) with
support from the DGCA. The air-
port’s terminal and other sup-
porting infrastructureisinanad-
vanced stage of construction.
According to the NIA man-
agement, the new airport is see-
ing considerable interest from
airlines — both domestic and
overseas — for international
flight operations, apart fromdo-
mestic flights by Indian airlines.

In August, Schnellman had said
that domestic carriers that have
already signed up for operations
from the NIA — IndiGo and
Akasa Air — seemed keen to not
just mount domestic flights from
the new greenfield airport, but
international ones as well.
Schnellmann had said that
NIA was in talks with Air India
and other domesticas well asin-
ternational carriers for flight op-
erations from the airport. The
airport’s terminal has been de-
signed as anintegrated terminal
for domestic as well as interna-
tional operations, which means
that on its part, the airport will

be ready for international oper- |

ations from day one.

The first phase of NIA — with
one runway and one terminal —
will have the capacity to handle
1.2 crore passengers annually.
Eventually, after the completion
of the fourth phase, the airport
will have the capacity to manage
70 million passengers per year.

The airport, a marquee proj-
ect for the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, is being developed by
Yamuna International Airport Pvt
Ltd (YIAPL), a fully owned sub-
sidiary of Zurich Airport Intern-
ational AG. YIAPL is also the op-
erator of the airport over a
40-year concession period that
started on October 1, 2021. Sch-
nellmann is the chief executive
of YIAPL. NIA will connect the
greater Delhi area and western
UP with flights and is expected
to complement IGIA in servicing
demand from the region.

HC stays removal of AAP’s Nasiar as
Bar Council of Delhi vice-chairman

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

THE DELHI High Court Monday
stayed a resolution of the Bar
Council of India (BCI) that re-
moved AAP legal cell chief, advo-
cate Sanjeev Nasiar, as the vice-
chairman of the Bar Council of
Delhi(BCD) pending the comple-
tion of aninquiry into the authen-
ticity of his law degree.

Justice Sanjeev Narula passed
the interim order on Nasiar plea
challenging the resolution dated
December 7. The matter will be
taken up nextonJanuary 21,2025.

Nasiar was removed over al-
leged irregularities in his LLB de-
gree and potential fabrication of
related records. BCI has resolved
to take “immediate and decisive
action in the matter concerning

- Sanjeev
Nasiar

allegations of irregularities in the
LLB (Hons) Degree issued to
Sanjeev Nasiar... by Devi Ahilyabai
Vishvavidyalaya, Indore”, it stated
on December 8. On September 3,
an inquiry by a sub-committee
flagged many alleged discrepan-
cies in his degree, including that
the law programme at the college
was unauthorised, alleged tam-
pering of records, and that the law
degree was introduced after BCI
regulations in 2008 (whereas
Nasiar's degreeisdated 1988).The
sub-committee was constituted
following the Delhi High Court di-
rections in a writ petition earlier

this year. The inquiry had revealed
“significant and glaring discrep-
ancies in the records relating to
Mr. Sanjeev Nasiar’s Degree".

BCI accused university officials
of “non-cooperation and obstruc-
tive behaviour" during the inquiry.
The council directed its secretary
to approach the CBI “with the re-
questto hold animmediate inves-
tigation into the authenticity of
the LLB (Hons) degree" of Nasiar.

Senior advocate Vikas Pahwa,
onbehalf of Nasiar, submitted that
no notice wasissued before his re-
moval. the decision taken by BCI.
“They don’t even have power to
remove me and (that too) pend-
ing investigation, which is yet to
start... Power is given to BCD to
conduct elections and (by virtue
of) that power, BCD has the power
to remove, BCI does not have the
power,” Pahwa submitted.
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NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

(& Government of India Undertaking)

A-11, Sector-24, Noida-201301

A Hrrains Compey

Ref.No.- NFLUUREA/2024-25/02

GLOBAL E-TENDER FOR SUPPLY OF UREA

MFL invites bids for supply of Urea (Fertilizer grade) on account of
Government of India. Tender (E-tender No. -
2024 NFL_218605 1) shall be available on the websites
www.nationalfertilizers.com or https://etenders.gov.in/
from 09.12.2024. The last date for submission of
bids is 14:00 HRS IST, 19.12.2024 and Techno-commercial bid will
be openedon 14:30 HRS IST, 20,12.2024,

For more details, visit the above mentioned websites.
Corrigendum/Addendum, if any, shall be published only on

Dy. General Manager- l/c (II&IP)

eprocura/app

above wabsites.

(CIN-L74899DL1974G0I007417) Phone No. 0120-2412294, 4246764

Date: 09.12.2024

B N Yugandhar Centre for Rural Studies

Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration
Mussoorie — 248 179

The following vacancies of the Centre are to be filled for a period of one year
(extendable based on the satisfaction of Centre Director and subject to fund

availability) on contract basis:

| SI. No. Name of Post No. of Post Remuneration (INR)
1  |Consultant IT& GIS 01 I 1,00,000/-

| 2 Research Scholars 02 70,000/-

| |

Last date ;)f Application: 24 December, 2024.

Detailed advertisement related to eligibility, nature of work, etc. can be seen at
https://www.lbsnaa.gov.in/lbsnaa_sub/upload/67568f7f8bb68 Advertisement%200f

%20vacant%20post.pdf

Centre Director

(East), Mumbai-400083,

Place : New Dealhi
Date :09.12.2024

Petronet LNG Limited

Regd. Office: World Trade Centre, Babar Road, Barakhamba Lane, New Delhi = 110001
Phone: (11-23411411, CIN: L748990L1998PLCOS3073

Email; investors@petronating.n, Company’s website: www patranating.in

GST: 07AAACPE148D12]

PAN: AAACPE1480

REQUEST TO THE SHAREHOLDERS FOR REGISTRATION / UPDATION OF EMAIL ADDRESSES

Pursuani to the provisions of Section 110 and other applicable provisions, if any, of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Rules
made thereunder and Regulation 44 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Reguiremenis) Reguiations, 2015, the Company is conducting a Postal Ballot for obtaining the approval of the sharehalders
for appointment/re-appointment of Direciors, disclosure of which has bean made to the Siock Exchanges,

Further, pursuant fo Regulation 17(1C) of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obfigations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015, approval of sharehoiders for appointment or re-appointment of & director on the board or
a5 a manager is required to be obtained either at the next general meeting or within a time period of three months from the
date of appaintment. whichever s earfer. Pursuant to Regulations 25(24) of the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, the appointment, re-appaintment or remaoval of an
independent director shall be subject 1o the approval of shareholders by way of a spacial resolution. Therefore, the approval
of shareholders shall be obtaned through the said Postal Ballot within statutory fime limit,

Im view of the above and pursuant 10 General Circular nos. 14/2020 dated Apnl 8, 2020, 17,2020 dated April 13, 2020,
1W2021 dated June 23, 2021, 2002021 dated December 8, 2021, 312022 dated May 5, 2022, 11/2022 dated December 23,
2022, 092023 dated Seplember 25, 2023 and 0972024 daled Seplember 19, 2024, ssued by the Ministry of Corporate
Aifairs ["MCA Circulars™), (including any statutory amendment{s), modification|s}, variation{s) or re-enactment(s) thereof for
(he time baing in force. and as amended from time Lo ime), the company is bound 1o provide a process of registration of e-mail
addresses of members and state soin its public nofice,

Accordingly, the Company urges its members to registerfupdate their emaif addresses in the following manner, 50 as to
receive the Motice of Postal Ballot Shareholders' Meeling and other relaled communications threugh email:

(a) Members halding shares in dematerialsed mode, who have nol registeradiupdated their email addresses with their
Depository Participants, are requested to register/update their email addresses with the Depasitory Participanis with
whom they maintain their demat account.

(b) Members holding shares in physical mode, who have not registered/updated their email addresses are requested fo
registeriupdate their email address by submitting Form ISR-1 (available on the website of the company at
winw.pairaneting.in) duly filled and signed along with requisite supporting documents to RTA ie. Bigshare Services
Private Ltd. at Office no. 56-2, 6” Floor, Pinnacle Business Park, Next to Ahura Cantre, Mahakali Caves Road, Andher

For Petranet LNG Limited

Sd/-
Rajan Kapur
Company Secretary
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&GO TOYOTA Dual Front SRS Airbags, ABS with EBD & Pretensioner
Force Limiter (PTFL) standard across all Toyota cars

DELHI: Crystal Toyota (Shahdara) Ph: 8447449459, Espirit Toyota (Mathura Road) Ph: 7290095001, 9654999635, 1800 103 5686; Galaxy Toyota (Moti Nagar)
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9654999635, 1800 103 5686, Espirit Toyota (Sikandrabad) Ph: 7290095001; Espirit Toyota (Bulandshahr) Ph: 7290095001; GURUGRAM: IJM Toyota (Gurugram Sohna
Road) Ph: 9512295122, 9289670701; IJM Toyota (Pataudi) Ph: 9512295122; IJM Toyota (Sohna) Ph: 9512295122; MGF Toyota (MGF Mega City Mall) Ph: 9910067020,
9818899964, 7428534708, MGF Toyota (Global Foyer Mall) Ph: 0124-4596800, 9810922552, 9899907309; MGF Toyota (Sec-50) Ph: 0124-4415566, 8527565522, 9999798428;
MGF Toyota (Farrukh Nagar) 9599121800; MGF Toyota (Manesar, Near IMT Chowk) 9599121800; NOIDA: Espirit Toyota (Sec-8) Ph: 7290095001, 9654999635, 1800 103 5686
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PLAYFUL SCUFFLE ENDS IN FALL: POLICE

2 students fall to death
from PG room in Rohini

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

TWOFIRST-YEAR college students,
whoreturned to their Rohini pay-
ing guest accommodation a day
after semester holidays ended, fell
totheir deathslate on Sunday after
aplayful scuffle allegedly spunout
of control, police said.

On Monday;, police ruled out
any foul play in the deaths of Ishan
Sharma and Harsh Verma, both
aged 18, and declared it a case of
accidental fall. “Eyewitnesses
were examined who said the boys
were friends and were having a
friendly scuffle, eventually lead-
ing to their fall from the window.
Post-mortem was conducted and
nothing suspicious was found,”
said Amit Goel, DCP Rohini.

The bed on which the two
teenagers were scuffling was pus-
hed against the room's wall to
make more space, said Shubham
Singh Bhadoriya, a cook who
worked at the PG, adding. "It was
right under the window”. Police
said Ishan and Harsh were social-
ising with three other studentsin
aroom on the fourth floor.

"Eventually, one of them (the
victims) pushed the other to the
window which flung open. As one

i

Ishan Sharma, Harsh Verma

boy fell, he grabbed the other for
support, pulling him down as
well," Bhadoriya said recalling
what one of the other three boys
had told him after the incident.
The cook was fast asleep on
the ground floor when he was
awoken by aloud thud. "Isaw the
boys lying on the ground," he said.
The teenagers were first rushed to
a private clinic nearby. "However,
the case was beyond the doctors'
help there and we were asked to
take them to Babasaheb
Hospital...the boys were still
breathing when the ambulance
brought them to Babasaheb. They
died a few minutes later," he said.
Ishanwas a first-year BBA stu-
dent at Bhagwan Parshuram
Institute of Technology (BPIT),
while Harsh was a B.Tech student
at Delhi Technological University.
At Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar
Hospital, Harsh's father Ajay
Kumar Verma stood wiping his
tears. "He'd just gone back to col-

lege adayback... Nitin(as the fam-
ily called him) was a very smart
boy, always tinkering around on
hislaptop,” the devastated father,
anewspaper vendor, said.

Harsh, who is survived by his
parents and two elder sisters, is
from Delhi's Palam Colony. He al-
ways aspired to become an engi-
neer. The family did everything to
fund his son's higher education.
Ajay recalled using his father's
pension to pay his son's first-year
fees and living expenses. "I
thought I'll somehow manage to
pay for the next three years," he
said, adding "I haven't told my
wife yet”.

Ishan's father, Premchand
Sharma, who lives in Rajasthan'’s
Bharatpur, was awoken by a late
night call from police. "They told
me he fell and hurt himself, sowe
rushed over to Delhi as soonaswe
could,” he said. "I haven't told his
mother yet. We've told her that
Ishan is in the ICU," said Premc-
hand, accompanied by his youn-
ger son, class XI student Devansh.

Chaitanya(17),afirst-year De-
lhi University student and Ishan's
childhood friend, said, "He was
quite self-reliant and had done all
the college admission paperwork
on his own... He never wanted to
bother his family with anything”.

DIG, Special Branch-Cum-Chairman, Technical Specification
Committee (Police Headquarters), Jharkhand Police

INVITATION ON TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

FOR VEHICLE MOUNTED CCTV CAMERAS

modernising day to day policing.
The essential features required are -

local and cloud storage.
3. All weather cameras

features etc. within one week.

PR NO. 341601/(POLICE)

4. Comprehensive Maintenance for five years
Interested Parties having aforementioned expertise are requested to send their brochure involving specifications,

Issuing Authority: DIG, Special Branch-Cum-Chairman, Technical
Specification Committee (Police Headquarters), Jharkhand Police

Jharkhand Police desires to install Vehicle Mounted CCTYV cameras to strengthen the efficiency of policing and a step towards

1. 360° surrounding view with DMC(Digital mapping cameras) and night vision facility
2. Video feeds displayed on local device (Split screen for more than one cameras) as well as on centralised control room with 30 days of

Email ID:- srp-jsr@jhpolice.gov.in, Mob no- 9431303400
*Interested parties can also meet Mr. Praveen Puskar, IPS after contacting him on mobile-9431303400

Technical Specification Committee

DIG,
Special Branch-Cum-Chairman,

(Police Headquarters),
Jharkhand Police

ACCUSED WANTED TO TEACH HIS SON-IN-LAW A LESSON, SENT MESSAGES TO SANJAY SETH: POLICE

Ranchi man held for sending extortion message to MoS

HIMANSHUHARSH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

DAYS AFTER Ranchi MP and
Union Minister of State for
Defence Sanjay Seth received an
extortion message demanding
Rs 50 lakh, a 46-year-old man
has been arrested in connection
with the case. The accused,

Ranchi resident Minajul Ansari,
was nabbed Monday morning
and is being brought to Delhi un-
der transit remand, said a senior
police officer.

Police sources said Ansari
sent the message to teach his
son-in-law a lesson.

According to a police source,
on Friday at 7 pm, the minister
received the extortion message

and alerted the Barakhamba
Road police station, prompting
a swiftinvestigation led by SHO
Mahavir Singh. Police traced
the phone number to Ranchi
and subsequently arrested
Ansari.

During questioning, police
said Ansari admitted thata fam-
ily matter was behind his crime.
He claimed his son-in-law ac-

Firefighters try to douse a fire that broke out at a Rajouri building Monday. P11

Blaze at building housing restaurant &
media institute in Rajouri, no casualties

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

A FIRE broke out at a building in
west Delhi's Rajouri Garden
market around 2 pm Monday
due to suspected short circuit.
While no casualty has been re-
ported so far, people were seen
jumping off the building.

"The building that houses sev-
eral commercial establishments,
including Jungle Jamboree restau-
rant and MAAC, a media and en-
tertainment institute, was partially
affected by the blaze", said Delhi
Fire Services chief Atul Garg. He
added the businesses on the grou-
nd floor sustained least damage.

"No casualties have been re-

DELHI POLLUTION CONTROL COMMITTEE :
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Quality of air can be improved if we all work together!
*Actions which we can do as per Air Quality Index ( AQI)
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CITIZEN CHARTER

* Paople to use public transport and minimize use of personal vehicies.
* Regularly replace ai filters at recommended intervals in your
automobiles.

* Avoid dust generating construction activities during monihs of Ociober 1o

. mmmmmmmmﬂm if slightty longer.
» Avoid open burning of solid waste and bio-mass.

CITIZEN CHARTER
* Walk or use cycles for small distances.

HEALTH ADVISORY

+ Remain indoor and

* Choose a cleaner commute, Share a ride to work or use public transport.
* Pgople, whose position allow working from home, may work from home.

« Do not use coal and wood for heating purpose,

* Individual house owners may provide electric heaters (during winters) to

security staff to avoid open buming.
* Combine errands and reduce irips,

AlI can be seen at CPCB WEBSITE/SAMEER APP

* s per citizen charter of Commission for Air Quality Management in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas,

* For vulnerable population - Children under 5 year age, old age groups, pregnant women, predisposed
health conditions ie [liness of respiralory, cardiovascular and cerebrovascular systems, outdoor working people

Health advisory of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Gol is available al https:/incdc.mohfw.gov.in/wp-contentiuploads/2024/07/

Enclosure-Air-Pollution-Health-Advisory-Oct-2023.pdf

@ oPcc_pollution

Member Secrelary

ported, though one person was
injured while being rescued and
is receiving medical treatment
for minor injuries,” said Vichitra
Veer, Deputy Commissioner of
Police (West Delhi). He added
that the fire was brought under
control by eight fire tenders.

A fire officer said the restau-
rant in the building allegedly did
not have the necessary No
Objection Certificate or Fire Safety
Certificate.

Meanwhile, the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, in a state-
ment, said it had ordered closure
of the establishment following
withdrawal of the Fire Safety
Certificate in October. In
November, it revoked the Health
Trade License of the establish-
ment. “Afireincident occurred to-

day at A-23, First Floor, Rajouri
Garden, New Delhi-110027, due
toashortcircuitin the wiring. The
fire was swiftly controlled by the
Delhi Fire Service Department.
Fortunately, no casualties have
been reported,” it stated.

The officer said that establish-
ment owners have been in-
structed to account for all individ-
uals present during the blaze.

Invideos that have since gone
viral on social media, several stu-
dents at the education institute
were seen jumping off the build-
ing. A clip showed another group
of people, on the roof of an adja-
cent building, trying to help out
the people leaping off.

Police are investigating the
cause of the blaze.
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cused his daughter of having an
affair and confronted Ansari
about it, causing a scene.
Humiliated, Ansari claimed
he was furious and left the house
with his daughter. Later, he de-
cided to take revenge. Police said
the accused used the phone and
SIM card, that his son-in-law
bought in his name for his
daughter, to send the message to

the minister.

“The accused wanted to take
revenge on his son-in-law. He
used the phone and SIM card
purchased by the son-in-law to
send the threat,” claimed the po-
lice source.

The source claimed the ac-
cused sent a similar text to a
Jharkhand MLA, but “the latter
never checked it”.

[ast Chintels tower
is declared ‘unsafe’

Gurgaon builder seeks evacuation
of nine-tower society for demolition

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, DECEMBER9

THE NINTH and last tower of
Chintels Paradiso in Gurgaon has
been declared unsafe for habita-
tion, following which the builder
has written to the Deputy
Commissioner seeking evacua-
tion of the entire society for
demolition.

A report by CSIR-Central
Building Research Institute,
Roorkee, from late November,
states that given the “high chlo-
ride content of the structure and
owing to several failures of struc-
tural elements considering cor-
rosion, the safe demolition of
Tower B is advisable considering
human safety, feasibility/durabil-
ity of retrofitting/ repairs, uneco-
nomical retrofitting, and recur-
ring maintenance cost”.

Since February 2022, when
the sixth floor of Tower D of the
society came crashing down to
the first floor, killing two women,
several towers have been de-
clared unsafe one after the other.

Residents, meanwhile, re-
main in uncertainty. “We have
been watching this for 2.5 years,
without compensation or reha-
bilitation,” said a former resident
on condition of anonymity.

In an email to the Deputy
Commissioner, Chintels India
Private Limited said eight tow-
ers had already been declared
unsafe. “... the last remaining
tower i.e Tower B has now also
been declared unsafe by CSIR-
CBRI. The administration had
earlier applied the National
Disaster Act to six towers — D, E,
F,G,H and ] — and ordered their
demolition. The DCalso ordered
an evaluation of the current
market value of all flats... to de-
termine a fair compensation
amount for each flat. We request
you to pass a similar orderin the
case of Towers A, B and C so we
can demolish them at the earli-
estand compensate flat owners.
We assure you of our fullest co-
operation to vacate the towers
and hereby agree to pay one-
time shifting charges of Rs

40,000toall flat owners living in
A,Band C,” the email said.

There are a total of 192 flats
across these three towersand 160
families are yet to be evacuated.

The builder has so far offered
two options to flat owners: The
first is reconstruction, wherein
residents pay Rs 1,000 per sqft to
have their flats reconstructed af-
ter demolition, which is yet to
take off. The second option is a
settlement, as part of which the
builder will pay Rs 6,500 per sqft
to buyers, reimburse the actual
stamp duty paid by flat owners,
and reimburse the renovation
costas evaluated by independent
evaluators appointed by the gov-
ernment.

In June, a committee chaired
by the Divisional Commissioner
gave a timeline to be adhered to
by the builder to obtain relevant
permission in six months for the
demolition, and added that it
should not take more than eight
months.

RWA officeholders have now
said they hoped to meet the ad-
ministration to expedite the re-
construction process. Rakesh
Hooda, RWA president and
Tower A resident, said, “We
aren’t scared of living in the flat.
We are anxious about when we
will have to leave and how long
we have to wait before a flat is
handed over. Many residents
have been waiting for over 34
months.”

“The demolitionis yet to take
off. Only cosmetic demolition is
happening, to show people that
the process is ongoing. But we
are clueless when the recon-
struction will start,” another res-
ident added.

Asked about the CRRI re-
port, a spokesperson of
Bhayana Builders, the project
contractor, said, “All material
used by us was after proper
testing by Chintels and PMC...
we were involved only in 50%
of the construction of the sub-
ject Tower and were out of the
building in 2015. Thereafter,
further construction/repair was
undertaken without our

BIF. H. 02942416168

DT EieoT AT S W gd STAgN |

§-Ae— sewrcudr@gmail-com

PHID A /T / Bl- /2024-25/7744

TeeT —2
3 FETd & UAG 3M31./ Ol /WT /202324 /7209 faAEG 06.11.2024 RT S—fder gEer W
02 /2024—25 SR &1 T off | FrrgaR deiee fBar S 2 |

e 02/12/2024

—~ Tender Processing Room
Water Supply Department

PUNE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Submission Of Retender

knowledge.”
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Sr. No. Tender No. Tender Publish Date |Tender Open Date
1 PMC/water_ 10/12/2024 TO 26/12/2024
supply/2024/301 24/12/2024

il Earlier in Published bid
N\

Ammended as below

Documents:

1 Date for downloading/Uploading of tender|Date for downloading/Uploading of tender

Documents:-

Date-09-12-2024

Date-23-12-2024

2 Date of Opening of Technical Bid:-

Date of Opening of Technical Bid:-

Date 10-12-2024

| Date 24-12-2024

Rest of the content will
remain as published earlier.

ST . 3/2030 g, 0%/23/20%%

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Equtable Water Supply Department
Pune Municipal Corporation
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EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

DIPR/C/12402/2024

MAHARASHTRA SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIES
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)
9-Krupanidhi, Walchand Hirachand Marg,
Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400001 Tel : 022-22620624

Expression of Interest are invited for the Empanelment of Implementing
Agencies for Conducting Capacity Building Workshops for MSMEs
under the RAMP Program in Maharashtra. The EOIl documents can be
downloaded from the Government of Maharashtra website https://mahatenders.
gov.in. The detail schedule of the EQOI is available on website. An online pre-bid
meeting will be held on 18.12.2024 (Wednesday) at 03:00 pm; the link to
attend pre-bid meeting is provided in the EOl document.

The last date for EOl submission is 31.12.2024 (Tuesday) at 05:00 pm.
MSSIDC reserves the right to accept or reject any or all EOI without assigning
any reason.

Place : Mumbai
Date :10/12/2024

Authorized signatory

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused person Shankar S/o Lt. Gangu C/o Ramesh &
Heera R/o Gali No. 15, Bhajanpura, Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence case FIR
392/19 u/s 10 Pocso Act at P.S. Bhajanpura, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said Shankar cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Shankar has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service
of the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 82 Cr.P.C has been
initiated in the case. Proclamation is hereby made that the
said Shankar accused of FIR 392/19 u/s 10 Pocso Act at
P.S. Bhajanpura, Delhi is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on 27.01.2025.

By Order: Sh. Shankar Narayanan,
Additional Sessions Judge-01 (NMorth-East)

DP/16148/NE/2024",

Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

Room No. 75,

Central Bank of India

Regional Office : Pawapuri Vihar, Bhagwanpur, Muzaffarpur

POSSESSION NOTICE
For Movable/
Immovable Property

Motice is hereby given under the Sacurilization and Reconstruction of Financial Assels and Enforcement Security Inlerest Act, 2002 and In axercisa
of powers conferred under Sec. 13(2) read with rule 8 of the Security interast (Enforcement) Rules 2002, the Authorized Officer issued a Demand
Motice on the dates noted against each Account as mentioned hereinafter, calling them to repay the amount within 60 days from the date of receaipt of
the said Motice, The borrowers/Guaranior having faited to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the under noted borrowers and the public in
ganeral that the undersigned has taken possession of the properties described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Sec, 13(4)
of the said Act read with Rula 8{1) of thae said Rules in the dates mentionad against each accounl. Tha borrowar/Guarantor in particular and the public
in ganeral is hereby cautionad not o deal with the properties and any dealing with the properlies will be subject to the charga of tha Central Bank of
india for the amounts and interest thereon mentioned against each account herein below. The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-
section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available to redeem the secured Assels.

¥ i Name of the Account (Borrower/s) | (a) Date of demand Notice o

2 | £E| /MortgagoriGuarantoriHypothecator | () Bate of Possession Description of the Property

| @= (¢} Qutstanding Amount | hypothecated/Mortgaged Property/ies

1. | = |B - Shri Manish K (23] (a) 31.01.2022 FProperty Details; Property in the name of Smt. Meera Kumari W/o
™ Sﬁrrsu:e;dm !I;“raii;g Th;iﬁ?’anz (b} 05.12.2024 Surandra Prasad Thakur, Sale Deed No.- 1645 dated 21.03.2016.
£ e : (c) Rs. 27,33,350/- | Khata No-180K, Khesra No.- 803, Area | 440 Dec, Mauza-
o | smt. Meera Kuman W/o Surendra + TRlarast + aHRE Madhurapur Kushdey, PS- Vaishali, Thana Na.-142, Anchal- Vaishali,
@ | Prasad Thakur, Village and Post - b SRO- Lalganj, DSRO- Hajipur, Dist.- Vaishali, J Boundary: North - Niz
> Chaklahlad Vaishali P - Executants, South-Ganga Singh and others, East-Virendra Singh,

West.- Bfestwide Pvt Road Khesra No. 802

Diage ;000,12 20024
Place = Vaishali

Authorized Officer
Central Bank of India
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Government of Rajasthan

SHRI BHAJAN LAL SHARMA SHRI NARENDRA MODI
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Rajasthan Hon'ble Prime Minister

RISING RAJASTHAN
PRAVASI RAJASTHANI
CONCLAVE

CELEBRATE THE — © -

RISING RAJASTHAN

S P I R IT 0 F B E I N G PRAVASI RAJASTHANI CONCLAVE

10 Dec 2024
A RAJ AS I I-I A N I Jaipur Exhibition & Convention Centre
3
Rising Rajasthan Pravasi Rajasthani Conclave celebrates the pride Guestsof Hotour
of being a Rajasthani and the legacy that unites us all.
The conclave will comprise host of activities: insightful sessions, a SHRI HARIBHAU KISANRAQO BAGDE
vibrant showcase of Rajasthan, and opportunity to network with Hon'ble Governor, Rajasthan

beloved Rajasthanis.

SHRI BHAJAN LAL SHARMA

Hon’ble Chief Minister, Rajasthan

Today @ Rising Rajasthan SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV

Global Investment Summit Hon'ble Minister for Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Government of India

Rajasthan Samwad

Pravasi Rajasthani | 7 Thematic | 4 Country

Conclave Sessions Sessions SHRI OM PRAKASH MATHUR

Hon'ble Governor, Sikkim

ALL DAYS TOMORROW
Rajasthan Global Rising Rajasthan
Business Expo MSME Conclave
Summit Nodal Offices
Industry Partner
© |
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DELHI ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS: SISODIA TO FIGHT FROM NEW SEAT, S MCD COUNCILLORS FIND A SPOT

In2nd list of 20 candidates, AAP drops 13 sitting MLAs

Why AAP chose Jangpura to
field its second-in-command

MALLICA JOSHI
& JATINANAND
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

THE AAP has dropped 13 sitting
MLAs inits second list of 20 can-
didates ahead of the Delhi
Assembly elections that are ex-
pected to take place in February
next year. The party has also
switched the seats of two sitting
MLAs, Manish Sisodia and Rakhi
Bidlan. While former Deputy
Chief Minister Sisodia will con-
test from Jangpura instead of
Patparganj, Deputy Speaker
Bidlan will contest from
Madipur instead of Mangolpuri.

AAP had announced 11 can-
didates in the first list. The party
has, so far, dropped 16 sitting leg-
islators in the two lists it has de-
clared. This does not include
Chandni Chowk MLA Parlad
Singh Sawhney and Krishna
Nagar MLA SK Bagga whose sons
have replaced them.

Facing what most of its lead-
ers believe is its toughest elec-
tion yet, the AAP’s second candi-
date list is an indication of what
comes next. “The second list has
ripped the bandaid off. It is also
the list where the most wide-
spread changes have been seen.
Itis a clear indication that MLAs
whose popularity has dipped are
going to be replaced. The only
criteria for candidate selection
this time are popularity and
winnability. We have decided to
drop anyone who has a negative
image among the people, be it
for any reason,” said a senior
party leader.

On thelist are also five sitting
MCD councillors of the party, in-
cludingitsleader of the House in
the MCD Mukesh Goel who will
contest from Adarsh Nagar.

“Councillors actively work-
ingin these constituencies were

THE 20 CANDIDATES WHO MADE THE CUT
JANGPURA MUNDKA DEOLI
Manish Sisodia Jasbir Karala Prem Kumar
Replaces: Replaces: Chauhan
Praveen Dharampal Replaces:
Kumar Lakra Prakash Jarwal
TIMARPUR MANGOLPURI TRILOKPURI
Surender Pal Rakesh Jatav Anjana
Singh Bittu Dharamrakshak Parcha
Replaces: Dilip Replaces: * * Replaces:
Pandey Rakhi Bidlan Rohit Kumar
PATPARGAN] ROHINI CANDHI
Avadh Ojha Pradeep Mittal NAGAR
Replaces: Sitting MLA: g : Naveen
Manish BJP’sVijender Choudhary
Sisodia Gupta g AL (Deepu)
KRISHNA PATELNAGAR !-: i! Replaces: Anil
NAGAR ParveshRatan Kumar Bajpai
Vikas Bagga Replaces: - SHAHDARA
Replaces: Raaj Kumar i .
SKBagga Anand JSlltE:i;r Singh
MADIPUR J . (PURI Replaces: AAP’s
Rakhi Bidlan Pravin Kumar Ram Niwas Goel
Replaces: Replaces:
Girish Soni Rajesh Rishi MUSTAFABAD

Adil Ahmad

NARELA o BIJWIZSAN Khan
DineshBhardwaj = § g Surendar .

) V| Bharadwaj ReRlaces.
Replaces: g Haji Yunus
Sharad Kumar N Replaces:

Chauhan = BSJoon Emgﬂ
ADARSH PAI.AM Punardeep
NAGAR Jogmdgr Singh

' Mukesh Goel Solanki Sawhney (Saby)

| ) Replaces: ;

| Replaces: BhavnaGaur  : Replaces:Parlad Singh
Pawan Sharma | Sawhney

chosen based on their perform-
ance, as the party has been con-
sistently gathering micro-feed-
back from the public in every
seat... Based on public feedback
and the positive performance of

these councillors, the party has
decided to field them as candi-
dates,” AAP Delhi Convener,
Gopal Rai said.

AAP has, so far, given 13 tick-
ets (out of 31) to leaders who

have joined from other parties.
This includes Brahm Singh
Tanwar (Chhatarpur) and
Jitender  Singh  Shunty
(Shahdara) from BJP, and
Surender Singh Bittu (Timarpur)

In BJP camp, candidates yet to be finalised;
party confident of ‘direct fight’ in 40+ seats

JATINANAND
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

EVEN ASitis still identifying po-
tential candidates for the Delhi
Assembly elections, the Delhi BJP
is “confident” it has a “direct fight
on more than40” of the Capital's
70 constituencies.

Sources, citing internal sur-
veys, said the BJP foresees bright
prospects on “40-47 seats” de-
pending on separate scenarios.
Currently, the party has seven
MLA:s in the 70-member House.
“If AAP and Congress form an al-
liance, our surveys posit the BJP
will be neck and neck with them
in 47 Assembly constituencies
since the vote is likely to be split
internally between both parties,”
a senior BJP leader said.

“Onthe other hand, given the

I'I .I.- I.1 .i'
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Delhi BJP chief Virendra
Sachdeva. Express

current scenario where the AAP,
BJP and Congress are in a three-
corner fight, the surveys predict
adirect contest between the AAP
and BJP onaround 40 seats. There
areonly a handful of seats such as
New Delhi, Okhla, Greater Kailash
and Malviya Nagar, among oth-
ers, where the AAP is considered
comfortably ahead for the time

being,” the leader added.

The BJP core committee
comprising its national general
secretary (organisation) B L
Santhosh, Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva, Delhi BJP
general secretary (organisation)
Pavan Rana, Delhi incharge
Baijayant Panda, MPs Harsh
Malhotra, Manoj Tiwari,
Kamaljeet Sehrawat, Yogender
Chandoliya and senior leaders
Arvinder Singh Lovely, Dushyant
Gautam, Leader of Opposition
Vijender Gupta and former Delhi
BJP president Satish Upadhyay,
among others, met at the party’s
state headquarters Monday.

According to party insiders,
discussions so far included the
names of Sachdeva as a potential
pick from Patparganj, Krishna
Nagar or Kasturba Nagar; former
DCW chief Barkha Shukla Singh

or Anil Sharma from R K Puram;
Impreet Bakshi from Jangpura;
Satish Upadhyay from Malviya
Nagar; former West Delhi MP
Parvesh Verma from New Delhi;
incumbent MLA Anil Bajpai from
Gandhi Nagar; Arvinder Singh
Lovely from Krishna Nagar;
Manjinder Singh Sirsa from
Rajouri Garden; and Ravinder
Lohia from Delhi Cantt.

Thelistwill be revealed only af-
ter the final go-ahead from the na-
tional leadership this week. “The
State Election Commiittee is likely
to meet either Tuesday or
Wednesday which will be fol-
lowed by a meeting of the Central
Election Committee to be presided
by the Prime Minister, Home
Minister and Defence Minister, by
December 14 or 15. The first list is
likely to be announced the same
day,” a source said.

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal,
Monday. Tashi Tobgyal

and Chaudhary Zubair Ahmed
(Seelampur) from Congress.

Thereplacements in Timarpur
and Shahdara did not come as a
surprise as sitting MLAs Dilip
Pandey and Ram Niwas Goel had
opted out of the race last week.

Deoli MLA Prakash Jarwal,
who was recently convicted by a
Delhi courtin anabetment to sui-
cide case, is among AAP’s three-
time MLAs to be dropped. Bidlan,
who has won from Mangolpuri
thrice, also has a new con-
stituency to fight from.

Jangpura’s Praveen Kumar, a
two-time MLA, has also been
dropped, with three-time MLA
Sisodia replacing him.

Among the candidates, two
have been declared in seats where
the BJP is in power — Rohini and
Gandhi Nagar.

Asked about the possibility of
sitting MLAs rebelling against the
party’s decision, a senior party
leader said, “These possibilities
will exist in every party but we
have to see what the best deci-
sion for us is. Loyal members
have stuck with the party
through thick and thin and are
with the party even in this deci-
sion. There may be a few disgrun-
tled elements but we are confi-
dentin our decision.”

MALLICAJOSHI
& JATINANAND
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

TWO WEEKS ago, former deputy
CM Manish Sisodia rushed to
Jangpura’s J] cluster near Sundar
Nursery late in the evening.
Minutes later, as it emerged that
BJP leaders were visiting unau-
thorised colonies and slum clus-
ters as part of its Delhi Assembly
election campaign, sitting MILA
Praveen Kumar and Greater
Kailash MLA Saurabh Bharadwaj
also joined Sisodia.

Sisodia sat amid people
whose houses had beenrazedin
a demolition drive. Some had
documents showing they had
lived in the area for decades. The
visit was the clearest indication
that he would pick a different
seat to contest this time.

Jangpura is traditionally con-
sidered a Sikh-Punjabi majority
area. In its maiden election in
2013, AAPfielded Maninder Singh
Dhir whowon and went on to be-
come the Speaker. But he joined
the BJPahead of the 2015 election.

AAP then turned to Praveen
Deshmukh, popularly called
Praveen Kumar, who has been
with the party since its India
Against Corruption days, a party
insider said. He was also the one
behind Dhir’s campaign in 2013.
While Dhir got 37% of the vote
share in 2013, Praveen bettered
itto48%in 2015 and 50%in 2020.

On Monday, after he was
dropped from the list, Praveen
shared on X, “The father of the ed-
ucation revolution in Delhi,

Manish Sisodia at Jangpura’s JJ cluster. X/@msisodia

ManishSisodiajiwaskept (8 hit a speed bump,” an-
in jail for 17 months by other party leader said.
BJP’s puppet ED-CBI by After his name was an-
implicating him in fake nounced, Sisodia wrote
cases. T}_lis was not only to partyvoluntgers fr01_n
Spiracy o suppress the | DEGISION e ensure
voice of the people.I1told | %gl_zl-ﬁ | education, safety, clean-
Manishji that the people liness and access to ba-
of Jangpura will answer sic needs without any
this injustice. We will make him  hindrance.

victorious by a large number of
votes... | stand shoulder to shoul-
der with Manishji in this fight.”

AAP views Jangpura as a
“safe”seat, and hopes that the
Dalit and Muslim population in
areas such as Nehru Nagar, Sunli-
ght Colony, Nizamuddin Bastiand
Daryaganj hand over a comfort-
able win to Sisodia who won
Patparganj by a thin margin of
about 3,200 votes in 2020.

“In 2020, Jangpura was also
Atishi’s first choice before she was
fielded from Kalkaji... Additionally,
the switch was necessary tomake
sure his electoral career does not

Terming Patparganj the birth-
place of his political career, Sisodia
said he leftit for Avadh Ojha, who
joined the party last weekand had
expressed a desire to contest from
there. “..I was deeply moved by
his vision. I realised that I should
respect his wish to begin his jour-
ney from there,” Sisodia wrote.

The BJP called Sisodia a “fugi-
tive” and said the change in his
seat reflects the disquiet in AAP
ahead of the polls. The Congress,
meanwhile, said Sisodia had to
change his seat because he was
not able to address the problems
of the people of Patpargan;.

At Patparganj, locals split on Sisodia’s shift

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

IN PATPARGAN] Monday, there
was a mixed response to former
Deputy Chief Minister and AAP
leader Manish Sisodia not con-
testing from his home turf for
nextyear’s Delhi Assembly polls
— those who are disillusioned by
the three-time MLA said he
wouldn’t have won this time;
the other camp expressed faith
that he would win no matter
where he contests.

Sisodia has been fielded from
Jangpura; Avadh Ojha, a UPSC
coaching teacher who joined
AAP last week, is the Patparganj
candidate.

“What has he (Sisodia) done
to develop this area? Nothing,”
said Radhay Shyam, a security
guard outside a gated commu-
nity in Mayur Vihar Phase 1.“The
roads are broken, sewers are

Patparganj constituency has
a mixed population. Archive

overflowing, there is no cleanli-
ness, and traffic is a big issue.”
He didn’t know Sisodia de-
cided to switch seats. “It’s good.
In any case, he would have lost
the polls here,” Shyam quipped.
Situated between the Delhi-
Meerut Expressway and Noida
Link Road, the Patparganj con-
stituency has a mixed popula-
tion — businessmen, govern-
ment employees, and a

substantial chunk of the work-
ing class. Amongits 2.3 lakh pop-
ulation, Uttarakhandis comprise
22%,Purvanchalis 15%, Brahmins
15%, Punjabis 12%, Muslims 9%,
Gujjars 7%, Vaishyas 8% and
Schedule Castes 7%.

A few kilometres ahead,
Renu Kumari, who sells earthen
pots near Shashi Garden, said the
AAP has done alot for “poor peo-
ple like us”. “They ensured free
education for our children. They
have given us free electricity
which is a huge help...”

Kumari too was unaware that
Sisodia wouldn’t be contesting
from the constituency this time.
“I believe he (Sisodia) will win
wherever he contests this elec-
tion. People like me will always
support AAP”

Near Patparganj village,
Rakesh Kumar, who works in a
small cafe in Acharya Niketan,
was sure Sisodia would have lost
the polls here.

“People do not perceive him
the same way as earlier,” he said.
“... First, itis because of the liquor
scam. He went to jail. Then, there
is this issue of inflated electric-
ity bills. I have one AC and my
monthly bill used to be Rs 1,500-
Rs 2000. This summer, it went
up to Rs 4,000 even though I
used it only a few hours at night.”

Kumar also raised the condi-
tion of the roads in his locality.
“Look at the Akshardham flyover
and Noida link road, it is broken.
Sisodia was the PWD minister
before going to jail? We com-
plained many times but this road
stretch is yet to be repaired.”

Ashok Kapoor, a retired busi-
nessman who lives in Pandav
Nagar, said he isn’t happy with
Sisodia’s decision. “He could not
do much because the BJP did not
let him. They put him in jail in a
false case...” He said Sisodia was
always accessible to the public,
especially the poor.

Panic grips Capital as 40 schools get hoax bomb emails again

Students evacuated, emails declared
a hoax; political war of words ensues

SAKSHICHAND &
SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

A BOMB threat sent en masse to
nearly 40 schools across Delhi sent
security personnel on high alert
Monday, sparking panic among
parents even as students and staff
were evacuated. The threat was
sentinasingle email, demanding
USD 30,000, to top schools
including DPS R K Puram, DPS
Vasant Kunj, GD Goenka Paschim
Vihar, The British School, Salwan
Public School, Modern School,
Cambridge School, and multiple
DAV schools, late last night.

Multiple agencies — Delhi
Police, Bomb Disposal Squads
(BDS), and the Delhi Fire Services
— promptly dispatched person-
nel to the affected campuses to
carry out a thorough sweep.
Following all checks and proto-
col, police said nothing suspi-
cious was found.

This is the latest in a series of
hoax bomb threats targetting key
institutions — schools, colleges,
hospitals, airports and airlines —
in the Capital over the past eight
months. Police are yet to make a
breakthrough in any of the cases.
Monday’s incident also prompted

apolitical firestorm, with the AAP
and the BJP levelling allegations.

“In the morning, there was a
threat to blow up schools... last
week, a utensils businessmanwas
gunned down... Delhi has never
seenasituationlike this,” said AAP
convener Arvind Kejriwal. “Today,
I demand that Amit Shah ji come
to Delhi, sitamong the people,and
assure them about what is being
done for their security.”

Chief Minister Atishi wrote
on X: “After the daily incidents
of ransom, murders, firing in
Delhi, now threats of bombing
of schools are being received.
The law and order situation in
Delhi has never been so bad be-
fore. The BJP-ruled central gov-
ernment has failed in its only
task of providing security to the
people of Delhi.”

In response, Delhi BJP
spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor said it is regrettable that
former CM Kejriwal is giving un-
due publicity and encourage-
ment to hoax threat callers. “Delhi
Police and schools concerned
have taken themall seriously and
to date, no mishap has been al-
lowed to happen,” he added.

Police said cybercrime teams
are working to trace the sender
of the emails.

HOAX CALLS,
BLASTS OVER PAST
EIGHT MONTHS

NCR got abomb threat

prompting mass
evacuations of schools. It
was declared a hoax.

MAY 12: 8 city hospitals got
hoax messages.

MAY 14: Four more
hospitals targetted

MAY 23: 15 colleges across
Delhi received bomb
threats; all were later
declared a hoax

AUGUST: 100 hospitals and
malls across the Capital
received emails containing
bomb threats

OCT 20: Blast outside CRPF
school in Rohini’s Prashant
Vihar, no casualties

MAY 1: 150 schools in Delhi-

message on their official IDs,

Parents outside ASN Senior
Secondary School; (right)
police at Mother Mary’s
School, Monday. Tashi Tobgyal

NOV 28: Low-intensity
explosion in front of a sweet
shop near a park in Prashant
Vihar
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Events of Monday

The first alert came from G D
Goenka School in Paschim Vihar
at 6.15 am, followed by DPS RK
Puram reporting a similar threat
at 7 am, said police.

The emails, sent at 11.38 pm
on Sunday, claimed bombs had

been placed in the schools. “I
planted multiple bombs inside
the building. The bombs are
small and hidden very well. It
will not cause very much dam-
age to the building, but many
people will be injured when the
bombs detonate. You all deserve

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

to suffer and lose limbs. If Ido not
receive $30,000 I will detonate
the bombs,” it read.

In the email, a group called
‘=E2=80=9CKNR=E2=80=9D’, clai-
med responsibility. On June 18,
when several airports received
bomb threat e-mails, the same

group claimed responsibility.
The fire department said it
first received a call at 6.15 am
from GD Goenka School,
Paschim Vihar, followed by DPS
RK Puram at 7.06 am. This was
followed by 11 other calls till 9.44
am. Around noon, they got a 14th

call from AIIMS and Safdarjung
Airportregarding abomb threat.

School authorities were
quick to respond, alerting par-
ents and evacuating the prem-
ises immediately.

LV Sehgal, Principal of Bal
Bharati Public School, Ganga
Ram Hospital Marg, which re-
ceived the threat mail, empha-
sised that schools need to remain
“active” in such circumstances.

“The information was imme-
diately communicated to the area
SHO and we took guidance from
officials. A bomb squad arrived
which checked the area for 15-30
minutes... advisories were sent to
parents, informing them that
‘there is no need to panicand that
the schoolis functioninginanor-
mal, safe manner’.”

He added, “Unlike last time...
when a similar threat was re-
ceived a few months ago, there
was no commotion this time as
parents are also aware now. We
have advised them to remain cau-
tious and not panic and assured
them about the safety of their
wards. In such circumstances, stu-
dents are also reassured of their
safety immediately.”

Salwan Public School at Old
Rajinder Nagar also received the
email. School Principal Priyanka
Barara said, “Our first response
was to inform the police... we
evacuated the children immedi-
ately; our priority was to bring
them out of the school building.

The students know the drill.
Parents were also informed.”

DAV Public School, Sreshtha
Vihar, did not receive the mail as
per school authorities, but precau-
tions were taken to ensure safety.
Principal Suhasini KNath said, “As
aprecautionary step,a team of of-
ficials checked the school prem-
ises. Our school functioned nor-
mally. We communicated with
parents well in time.”

Where do previous

cases stand?

On May 1, around 150
schools received bomb threats
that turned out to be hoaxes.
Weeks later, the Delhi airport
and hospitals across the city also
received bomb threats via email.
In August, over 100 hospitals and
malls across the Capital received
emails containing bomb threats.

The Intelligence Fusion &
Strategic Operations (IFSO) unit,
which was investigating the
case, hit a roadblock after the
mail domain was traced to
Russia. As per officials, it was not
clearif the emails were from the
country.

“Such emails are usually sent
through virtual private networks
(VPN),in which the IPis masked
and several locations pop up. It
is very difficult to track the exact
location. We had also taken help
from central agencies but noth-
ing concrete has emerged so far,”
a police officer said.
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IN PARLIAMENT

CONG-SOROS LINK, ADANI

Both Houses

disrupted as

BJP and Cong
trade charges

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

BOTH HOUSES of Parliament
could not function due to re-
peated adjournments Monday as
the Treasury and the Opposition
traded charges over the Adani is-
sue and the allegations linking
top Congress leaders with organ-
isations funded by US billionaire
investor George Soros.

In Lok Sabha, Opposition
members first tried to raise the
Adani issue — the industrialist
was indicted in the US on bribery
charges — and the farmers’
protest when the House met at
11 am. Speaker Om Birla did not
allow it, saying such matters
could not be raised during
Question Hour. As the Opposition
members remained on their feet,
he adjourned the House till noon.

When the House convened
again at noon, Sandhya Ray, who
was the Chair, informed the House
that Speaker Birla had rejected all
the adjournment motion notices
he received. However, as papers
were laid on the table of the
House, interruptions by
Opposition members continued.

According tonews agency PTI,
Congress members were heard
saying that they had submitted
notices to move a privilege motion
against BJP member Nishikant
Dubey for attempting to link
Leader of the Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi and former
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi with
Soros-backed outfits allegedly in-
volved in anti-India activities. in-
terruptions continued.

As the Opposition protests
continued, Ray adjourned the
House till 2 pm. When the House
met again at 3 pm, Union
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw got up to speak on his
Ministry, but interruptions by
the Opposition led to adjourn-
ment again. Later, Ray adjourned

the House for the day.

Earlier, Opposition MPs had
protested over the Adani matter
on the Parliament premises, with
TMC and SP MPs staying away.

The Rajya Sabha, too, saw dis-
ruptions and adjournments as
MPs from the Treasury benches
demanded a discussion on the
alleged links between the
Congress party and Soros.

As the proceedings began in
the morning, Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar said he received 11 no-
tices to raise issues under Rule
267, including one by MPs of the
BJP-led NDA to discuss the “ris-
ing threats to national security
due to alleged nexus between a
political party and some organi-
sations working against India”.
Dhankhar rejected all the notices
and proceeded with Zero Hour.

The Treasury benches, how-
ever, continued to demand a dis-
cussion, leading to the House be-
ing adjourned till noon.

The House was adjourned
twice again as the Treasury
benches, including Leader of the
House and Union Health Minister
JPNadda, continued with the de-
mand. “The link between the
Forum of Democratic Leaders in
the Asia-Pacific (FDL-AP) and
George Soros is a matter of con-
cern. Its co-president isamember
of this House,” he said without
naming Sonia Gandhi, adding
FDL-AP sees J&K as a “separate en-
tity,” and gets financial support
from the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation.

Without taking Rahul
Gandhi’s name, Nadda alleged
that the Congress leader “goes
abroad, speaks the language
propagated by Soros”, and raises
those matters back home that
have been flagged by the Forum
and their publications, thereby
de-stabilising national security.

Refuting the allegations,
Kharge accused Nadda of “trea-
son” and for “working as agents
of the British”.

Deadlocked: Why there are few windows open in this House

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

PARLIAMENT WITNESSED one
more day of disruptions Monday
as the Treasury and Opposition
Benches clashed over the BJP’s
accusation that top Congress
leaders were “colluding” with
billionaire investor George Soros
to “destabilise” the country.

Taken aback by this line of at-
tack, plus the claim Friday that
“wads of cash” had been recov-
ered from the seat allotted to
Congress Rajya Sabha MP
Abhishek Manu Singhvi, the
Opposition has accused the ruling
party of deliberately raising issues
to cause disruption as it is not in-
terested in running the House.

Under the Narendra Modi
government, almost every
Parliament Session has been
marked by similar antagonism
on both sides, with the channels
of communication that earlier
allowed the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha to get past such disagree-
ments having dried up.

Amid yet another adjourn-
ment Monday, Rajya Sabha
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar in-
vited BJP president ] PNadda and
Leader of Opposition in the
House Mallikarjun Kharge to
meet him to discuss smooth
functioning of the House.

However, soon after, the Rajya
Sabhawas adjourned for the day.

Old-timers give the example
of earlier years, when the govern-
ment and Opposition were able
to sit across a table, their differ-
ences notwithstanding. Late CPI

leader AB Bardhan, for example,
often narrated how in 2003 then
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee invited the Left leaders
for tea to seek their support tore-
solve adiplomaticissue between
India and the US. Over tea,
Vajpayee convinced Left leaders
to protest in the House against
India sending troops to Iraq; the
Indian government didn’t want
to make any such commitment
to the US, but didn’t want the ob-
jection coming from its side.

Senior MPs also talk about
the good networks previous
Parliamentary Affairs Ministers
such as Pramod Mahajan of the
BJP and Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi
of the Congress cultivated across
the aisles, which came in handy
to break the ice.

During UPA time, Vayalar
Ravi, Prithviraj Chavan and
Ghulam Nabi Azad held multiple
rounds of talks with opposition
parties, including the BJP, to run
the House smoothly in the wake
of the India-US nuclear deal.

Inside the House too, one
could often see senior leaders
walk across to the opposite side
to chat with them or alert them
about crucial Bills or statements
in the House.

In this Lok Sabha, on the BJP
side, only senior ministers such
as Nitin Gadkari and Shivraj
Singh Chouhan can be seen ex-
changing greetings with the
Opposition. When things really
hit an impasse, the party has in
the past fallen back on the vast
experience and friendships of a
veteran like Rajnath Singh for
trouble-shooting.

RS Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar with BJP chief ] P Nadda,
Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge and other MPs. P11

The breakdown of ties is
equally visible from the
Opposition side, partic-

its allies over its insistence on
raising the Adani issue - to the
exclusion of all else. The

ularly the new |2 INDIA bloc’s SP and
Congress. Again, here E Trinamool Congress have
too,itisold-worldlead- |5 already disassociated
ers such as the late > @ | themselves from the
Mulayam Singh Yadav Adani protests, and want
of the Samajwadi Party the House floor to be used

and the National Conference’s
Farooq Abdullah who are the
few still remembered for warm
ties with leaders cutting across
party lines.

The Winter Session comes
after a series of resounding
Assembly poll wins for the BJP,
putting its Lok Sabha setback in
the shade. That explains part of
its new aggression in the House.

However, as the Session en-
ters the third week marked by
disruptions, there is some
amount of anxiety on both sides
over a dysfunctional House.

In the Opposition ranks, the
Congress leadership is facing
questions from its own MPs and

to raise other issues such as the
Sambhal mosque violence and
Bangladesh.

After the first week was
washed out, at INDIA bloc meet-
ings for floor strategy, Congress al-
lies, especially Left leaders, sug-
gested that protests be more
innovative rather than just shout-
ing slogans, and should be con-
fined largely to outside the House.

Leaders of the Congress and
some other INDIA partners
sporting pins and stickers on
their jackets saying “Modi Adani
Ek Hai” and “Adani Safe Hai” was
part of this new strategy.
However, they were preempted
by the BJP raising its old Soros al-

BJP asks Congress Sonia to come clean on charges

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

STEPPING UP its attack on the
Congress, the BJP on Monday ac-
cused the party and its top leader
Sonia Gandhi of colluding with
forces that seek to “destabilise
India”.

“Whenever Parliament is in
session, some report is released
abroad that disrupts Parliament
here.Is this just a coincidence or
an organised anti-India experi-
ment?” BJP spokesperson and
MP Sudhanshu Trivedi said at a
press conference at the party
headquarters.

He said: “Forum for
Democratic Leaders in Asia-
Pacific is a non-profit organisa-
tion to promote democracy.

Addressed
reporters at
BJP office

There are four co-presidents, in-
cluding Sonia Gandhi as chair-
person of Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation. What is this forum
saying? It says that democracy is
getting over in India. Regarding
Kashmir, it talks about prospects
for... independence in Kashmir,

and interviews a member of a
Pakistani think tank on the mat-
ter. The website says the finan-
cial support for this comes from
Soros Foundation. George Soros
is the same person who has put
up 1 billion dollars to destabilise
the Modi government...,” he
said.

“Most humbly, we ask her
(Sonia Gandhi) why she ac-
cepted the position of the FDL-
AP's co-president. What is the
Congress-Soros friendship?” he
added.

Claiming that the history of

the Congress was one of collu-
sion with foreign forces, Trivedi
recalled that former Minister of
External Affairs K Natwar Singh
had, in his book, referred to a let-
ter he wrote to Sonia Gandhi
about American infiltration in
Indian intelligence agencies.

“I want to ask the INDI al-
liance whether they are party to
such activities. If some people
believe they can destabilise India
with foreign help, they should
remember that the Narendra
Modi government will not allow
it,” Trivedi said.

legations against the Congress
high command, leaving the lat-
ter with little choice but to
launch into fresh protests.

Sources said this counter-
strategy by the BJP was decided
by a core group of the party, with
many of its own MPs and lead-
ers of alliance parties such as the
TDP and JD(U) not in the loop.

The decision toup the ante on
the Soros issue was surprising as
the BJP had first raised it during
the previous Lok Sabha, in 2023.
Ahead of the Lok Sabha elections
also, the BJP fielded senior
spokespersons who accused
Gandhi of taking the support of
people who were close to or fi-
nancially supported by Soros.

The fact that the BJP linked
Soros this time to the OCCRP
(Organized Crime and Corruption
Reporting Project), which had
come out with a report against
the Gautam Adani Group,
showed that the party was not
going to be defensive about the
businessman in the face of the
Congress’s aggression. What may
have set the tone for the BJP’s at-
tack is that the Congress’s Adani
pitch seemed to have hardly done
anything for the latter in the
Maharashtra elections.

The Congress Monday said
that the real conspiracy unravel-
ling in the Winter Session is that
the government is willing to put
at stake evenIndia's ties with the
US to save Adani. After the BJP
accused the US State
Department of trying to “desta-
bilise India” through part fund-
ing OCCRP that, it said, “targeted”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

the US Embassy in New Delhi
had expressed its displeasure.

But more than the Soros line
of attack, what has stunned
some BJP ministers is the “cash”
charge against Singhvi.

As per normal practice, if any-
thing is found inside the cham-
bers following a sitting, the
Marshals or the Parliament
Wiatch and Ward staff bring it to
the attention of the member con-
cerned. Leaders said they could
not recall a single instance in the
past of the presiding officer of the
House (in this case, Dhankhar)
making an announcement re-
garding this, and that too just
when the House met for the day.

Incidentally, this follows the
transfer of security duties of
Parliament House to the CISF,
from the Parliament Secretariat.
While the Secretariatis an inde-
pendent body, the CISF falls un-
der the Union Home Ministry.

Senior MPs asked in private
why Singhvi or any other member
sitting in the same row as him in
the Rajya Sabha was not contacted
over the cash, or why efforts were
not made to determine how the
money landed in the chambers
from the numerous CCTV cameras
covering the premises.

Sources said that Dhankhar’s
remarks that an investigation
was on into whether the cash
was “fake” meant that the right-
ful owner may be reluctant to
come forward to claim the
money.

An MP quipped, only half-
jokingly: “Anything can be kept
on my table — weed to condom
— to create a story.”
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Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

Government of India Ministry of
Corporate Affairs Centre for Processing
Accelerated Corporate Exit (C-PACE)
IICA Building, 7" Floor, Plot P-6,7,8,
Sector-5, IMT Manesar, Gurgaon,

Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

Haryana-122050.

FORM No. STK --6
PUBLIC NOTICE

[Pursuant to sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 and rule 7 of the
Companies (Removal of Names of Companies from the Register of Companies) Rules, 2016]

Public Notice:ROC/C-PACE/STK-2/248(2)/2024-25/1238

Reference:

(1) In the matter of striking off or removal of names of (23) companies in the state of Delhi under section 248 of
the Companies Act, 2013 in respect of:

Date: -05/11/2024

I\?c; Work Item CIN Company Name

1 | AB1360040 | U62020DL2023FTC418992 |SNOW SOFTWARE INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED

2 | AB1470444 | U72900DL2022PTC408252 |VANGUARD SOCIAL PRIVATE LIMITED

3| ABI409917 | U70109DL2022PTC408891 |DARUK REALITY PRIVATE LIMITED

47| AB1539866 | U22110DLI997PTC090670 |ALFRED DATA CENTRE PRIVATE LIMITED

5| AB1468705 | UOI110DL2021PTC377793 |NEEM TREE AGRO SOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED
6 | ABI563670 | U74999DL2019PTC352919 |AVOSYS ENTERPRISE PRIVATE LIMITED

7 | AB1484462 U85300DL2020PTC367243  |QHI PRIVATE LIMITED

8 | ABI1466044 | U92100DL2019PTC358985 |METAMORPH SOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED

9 | ABI513715 U74999DL2018PTC328550 |CGA ENTERPRISE SOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED
10 | ABI1194211 | U15549DL2019PTC345318 |DEVKIRAN PRODUCTS PRIVATE LIMITED

11| ABI1391680 | U74899DL1985PTC022851 |ESSEL ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES PRIVATE LIMITED
12| ABI556527 | U74999DLI996PLC077307 |SRIBIR INDUSTRIES LIMITED

13| AB1639070 | U51395DL1999PTC098660 |GNP ELECTRONICS PRIVATE LIMITED

14 | AB1422583 U85190DL2008PTC176756 |EZ HEALTHLINE PRIVATE LIMITED

I5 | AB0527867 | U65990DL2010ULTI98432 [SETH STOCK ANALYSIS PRIVATE LIMITED

16 | AB0437838 | U65923DL2010PTC198316 |TOTAL SHARE SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED

17 | AB1420847 | U01200DL2010PTC203275 |SATIIJA FARMS PRIVATE LIMITED

I8 | ABIS41191 | U45400DL2010PTC206724 |SHAUNQI INFRATECH PRIVATE LIMITED

19| ABI6I2I31 | U33110DL2011PTC218009 |RG DRUGS AND PHARMA PRIVATE LIMITED

20 | ABI517773 | U74999DL2016PTC302357 |AAROGYAM HERBS PRIVATE LIMITED
21 | AB1409537 | U74999DL2018PTC335472 |SPARKFACES SPORTS VENTURES PRIVATE LIMITED
22 | AB1500282 | U74999DL2018PTC339156 |WAC MEP PRIVATE LIMITED

23 | ABI411559 | US0904DL2019PTC358568 |SIBIL EDUCATION PRIVATE LIMITED

register of companies.

CBC 07123/11/0545/2425

(2). Notice is hereby given that the Registrar of Companies had received applications from the above-mentioned
companies under section 248(2) of the Companies Act, 2013 for removal of its/their name (s) from the
register of companies either on the ground that they have failed to commence business within one year of their
incorporation or on the ground that the company(ies) is/are not carrying on any business or operation for a
period of two immediately preceding financial years and has/have not made any application (s) within such
period for obtaining the status of a dormant company under section 455 of the Companies Act, 2013 or the
company(ies) have obtained the status of dormant company/subscribers to the memorandum have not paid
the subscription which they had undertaken to pay at the time of incorporation of a company and a declaration
to this effect has not been filed within one hundred and eighty days of its incorporation under subsection (1)
of section 10A/have not been carrying on any business or operations, as revealed after the physical
verification carried out under sub- section (9) of section 12, but it/they do not wish to continue its/their
registration as companies and have, therefore, requested for removal/strike off of its/their names from the

(3) Accordingly, the Registrar of Companies proposes to remove or strike off the names of the above-mentioned
companies from the Register of Companies.
(4) Any person objecting to the proposed removal or striking off name of the companies from the register of
companies may send his or her objection to the office address mentioned here above within thirty days from
the date of publication of this notice.

Centre for Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit

Irkan Tirkey
Assistant Registrar

Indian Institute of Information Technology, Pune
(An Institute of National Importance, by an Act of Parliament)

No: A-IITP/AAP/M2/1/2024/4725

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW FOR THE POST OF ADJUNCT ASSISTANT PROFESSOR (AAP)
(ON TEMPORARY BASIS)

Date: 9th December 2024

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW DATE

19-12-2024 (Only in Physical mode)

VENUE

Board Room, lIT Pune,
Survey MNo: 9173, Ambegaon Budruk, Sinhgad
Institute Road, Pune — 411041,

Maharashtra

Indian Institute of Information Technology, Pune (IIITP) is one of the 20 Indian Institutes of
Information Technology established under Public-Private Partnership Scheme by Ministry of
Education (MoE), Government of India. IlITP has been declared as an “Institution of National
Importance” and at present the Institute is functioning under Department of Higher Education,
Ministry of Education, Gowt. of India.

The Institute is looking for a dedicated and committed Indian Mational to fill up the following post:

sean at Institute’s websile.

No. of
Department
Post P Qualifications Post
Computer M. Tech in Computer Science & Engineering or
Science equivalent with first class or Equivalent Grade in 4
Adjunct | & Engineering the preceding degrees.
Assistant - . : e
Bircfassnr Electmm:_:ﬁ a_nd F’h.l:_)_ and M.Tech in Electrunu_c,s & Communication
(AAP) Communication | Engineering and equivalent with first class or 2
Engineering Equivalent Grade in the preceding degrees
. Ph.D. in Humanities and Social Sciences or
Applied Science : : = ;
anid Hiimanities equivalent _wnh first class or Equivalent Grade in 1
the preceding degrees.
Note:

» These positions are purely on a temporary and contractual basis for a period of 11 months,
may be extended based on performance.

* The Number of posts may vary as per Institutional requirement.

= The Walk-In-Interview will be held on 19-12-2024{only in Physical Mode), the details may be

« The Candidate may visit Institute’s website regularly for any updates & more delfails:

https://www.iiitp.ac.in/careers Registrar
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If you are a Leader with a Dream, You Belong Here

Nirmal Bhartia School is seeking a passionate, self-motivated,
dynamic and creative candidate for the post of Principal

Qualifications : A Post Graduate with excellent academic credentials and
B.Ed degree from a recognized institute.

Experience : Minimum teaching experience of 10 years and minimum

5 years of experience at the level of a Vice Principal/ Principal.

: Up to 50 years of age (extendable in case of outstanding
candidates with commensurate years of prior experience as a
Principal).

: Prior experience in School Administration — understanding of
School budgets and finance would be an added advantage.

BHARTLA

®NiBS:=

Sector 14 Dwarka, New Delhi 110078, India
011 45609702-06 emai. nibsadmin@nibs.edu.in

Only shortlisted candidates will be invited for veBsiTe Nibs.edu.in
a personal interaction. COER

Age

Desirable

Interested & eligible candidates may email HIRMAL

their resumes to nibshr@nibs.edu.in latest by
Friday, 20th December 2024.

# notice is hereby given that the following Borrower's Mis Hollywood Collection, Prop.- Rajeev Kumar (Borrower) has defaulted in the
repayment of principal and inferest of the loans facility obtained by them from the Bank and the ioans have been ciassified as Mon-
Parforming Assets (NPAL The notices wara issued to them under Section 13(2) of Securitization and Re-constrection of Financial
Assels and Enforcement of Security Inferestict 2002 on their lasi known addresses, butihey have been refurned unserved and as such
they are hersby informed by way of this public notics

5. |Name of the Borrower Details of Properties/ Address of 1.Date of Notice Amount
Ma. Secured Assets to be Enforced 2. Date of NPA outstanding
(As on the date
of nolice)

01 |M/s Hollywood Collection, | 1.Hypothecation of enfire siock in trade of stocks, Bilks 1.12.71.2024 Rs. 8,28,396.T8
Prop.- Rajeav Kumar Recenvables and book debis 2.15,10.2024 (Rupees Eight
Guarantor- S Anila Devi | 2.A0 the plecs and parcel of land alongwith consiniction Lakh Twenly Eight

thereon admeasuring 7 dhur situated at Mauza- Thousand Three
Dharampur Mistama under Town Samastipur, Pargana- Hundred
Saratsa, PERegistry Offica/District- Samastipur, Anchal- Minety Six and
Jitwarpur, Samastipur, Thana Mo 175, Khata- 445 Paisa Seventy
Khesra No.- 1290, Holding No. 16 (0}, 19 (N} registered Exght Only)

in the rame of Smi Anita Ded via sale dead ng. 5352

dated 25.07.19492,

Boundaries- Morh- Railway Hata, South- New wall later

on Jagdish Mahraj, East- Road, Wesl- Heirs of Baijnath

Singh

The above Borrower{s) and for their Guaranton(s) (whenever applicable) are hereby called wpon to make payment of culstanding
arrraunt within 60 days from the dale of publication of this nofice, failing which further steps will be faken after expiry of 60 days from the
date of this nofice under sub-section {4) of Section 13 of Secuntization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Sacurity inlerest Act, 2002,
The borrowers attention is invited o provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the
redeem the secured assets.

Plhace- Darbhanga
Date- 10,12 .2024

Act, in respect of time available to

[Arun Kumar Jha, Chief Manager)
AUTHORISED OFFICER

DIRECTOR (FINANCE) & CFO

Petronet LNG Limited

1" Floor, World Trade Center, Babar Road,
Barakhamba Lane, New Delhi- 110001

%

TR

Redefine Your Career With PLL

Think LNG,
Thlnl-: of Petronet LNG Ltd.

Petronet LNG Limited (PLL) invites online application from dynamic
and experienced professionals for the post of

For detalled advertisement, eligibility, and submission of online
application, please visit "Careers’ section of Petronet LNG Limited
website www.petroneting.in w.e.f. 12/12/2024. No other means / mode
of application will be accepled.

Last date to receive online application is 01/01/2025 till 18:00 hrs.
Addendum / Corrigendum, if any, shall be notified in the Company's
website only.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. -
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Bihar State Tourism Development Corporation Ltd.
da uod 79/ Beerchand Patel Path, 7271 / Patna- 800 001

SAD rebel faction dissolved, SGPC chief
flags legal hurdles in Akal Takht directive

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR

AMRITSAR, DECEMBER9

AKALI DAL rebel faction Sudhar Lehar
was officially dissolved Monday, withits
leaders expressing readiness torejoin the
Shiromani Akali Dal in compliance with
the directive of the Akal Takht. However,
SGPC president Harjinder Singh Dhami
raised concerns about technical chal-
lenges in implementing the directive,

complicating the reorganisation process.

The Sudhar Lehar, launched earlier
this year by dissidents demanding
Sukhbir Singh Badal'’s resignation as pres-
ident of the 104-year-old party, held its
final meeting in Amritsar. The leaders de-
cided todisband the group, created toad-
vocate for reforms within SAD’s organisa-
tional structure. The movement gained
momentum after Akal Takht Jathedar
Giani Raghbir Singh recently directed its
dissolution and initiated a six-month

membership drive to restructure SAD
and elect new office-bearers.

Dhami, tasked with overseeing the
reorganisation, acknowledged chal-
lenges posed by EC guidelines. “There are
some technical issues in the directions
given by Sri Akal Takht Sahib. We have
discussed these concerns internally and
informed Jathedar Sahib. The ECI guide-
lines for arecognised political party must
be considered. Legal advice should also
be sought to ensure compliance,” he said.

Govi, ol Bihar

URGENT - TENDER FOR AUCTION SURPLUS HGM BREEDING BULLS.

Purnea Semen Station decided to auction Surplus HGM breeding bulls (under production or rearing] received from RGM PT Projects under

DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL & FISHERIES RESOURCES

A UNIT OF BIHAR LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

BIHAR, PURNEA.
PURMNEA SEMEN STATION

Advert. No.- 05/2024-25

MSP | DADF -GOI documents of 2019, Details are as follows:

i T/ Phone : - +91-612-2222622 g ate af Dam's Fatal FSD Hate of Dam's Total FSD

[T =0 ' Fax Mo:- 0612-2506218 K Bull 5510 e Yield (D) +ve EBY B 5. Mo Bull 351D et Yield (D)) +ve EBV for | Productic
CIN: U63040BR19805GC001486, for milk (Kg) milk (Kg) n
Web: www.bstde.bihar.gowv.in E-mail: contactbstdc@gmail.com 1 | SH-0069 | 20.02-21 | 3332.85(1)/ 148 53466 B 5H-0125 01-12.21 2866.15(1)/ 94.67

. 3 | MR-0062 29-08-20 3520.53(1)/ 59 18977 10 JYSH-DO13 15-11-17 3216(1)/ 21.81 188192

Tender Notice 4 | WMR00G3 | 230720 | 3077.62(1)/598 | 23769 | 11 | Jvseo01l | 2a1l17 | 40293/ 129.02 | 139752
Bids are invited under Two-bid systern for the appointmient of agency/firm to manage Bihar s | MR-0074 15-09-20 3398.42(3)/ 37 1858 12 | MR-0013 06-02-18 | 2731{1)/ 45.24 119163
State Tourlsm Development Corporation Ltd. food counter at Dilli Haat on contract having 6 | MR-0059 | 23-09-20 | 3117.5714)/18 | 18777 13 | HFCB-0007 20-09-17 | 5353(2)/ 2062 163627

experience of at least two years in providing similar services in this fisld, 7 SH-D124 02-10-21 2836.07(2)/ 65.8 - 13 MR-0015 27-12-16 2567(1)/ 13.38 14218

The Schedule of tender is as under:-

SCHEDULE OF TEMDER
Selection of agency for running Bihar State
Tourism Development Corporation Ltd. Counter
at Dilli Haat. Tourism Tourism

Mame of tender

2+  BH —Sahiwal, MR: - Murrah, IWSH: Cross breed lersey, HFCB: - Cross breed Haolstein Friesian,

Bid Document Cost
Earnest Money Deposit

INR, 1000 Rupees One thousand)
INR:50,000/-[Rupees Fifty thousand)

30/12/2024, 3pm at, BSTDC office , Sikh
He_ri'_[a,g_e Biha_".":-_an ' D_a roga Ha_i F’_::th_, Eam_a
From 24.12_2024 to 08.01.20325

Place and Date of Pre bid Meeting

Date of downloading of Bid Document from
BSTDC
website [http:!fwww, bstde bihargoving |
WEB

Cate-09.01.2025 till 03:00-PM
Crabe-09.01 2025 at 34:00 P
5hall be intimated to shortlisted bidders
8544418405

Last date of submissionof BID
Date of opening of technical bid
Date of opening of fin_am:lal hid
Contact Detail

#  The MD, BSTDC will have the authority to accept /reject the bid atany time.
#  Foramy other information, kindly refer BFP Document

For further details please visit : www.state bihar.govin/prdbihar

(General Manager)
Planning & Development

PR. No.14235 (B & C) 2024-25
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Office of the Principal
Government Polytechnic, Nawada
AT+PO: Khanwan, P5: Narhat, Nawada-805122
E-mail:principalgpnawada@gmail.com; Website:www.gpnawada.org

Tender Notice No.- 10/2024-25,
Urgent Tender Notice: INVITING e-TENDER for
“Equipments for Electrical Engineering Lab in the Premises of

Government Polytechnic, Nawada”
(Through e-Procurement mode only on www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in)

The detailed e-Tender document contained in following sections has been prepared to
elaborate all techno«commercial conditions of this tender. In case of any discrepancy
between the press advertisement and detailed provisions of this Tender Document, the later
will prevail. For any further changes (if any, based on feedback/queries and pre-bid meeting)
in this tender document, please see its updated wversion/corrigendum on
wiwwieproc? bihargowvin, The press e-Tender Motice will be published by Information and

Public Relation Department, Government of Blhar, Nawada.

1. Government Polytechnic, Nawada has been constituted under the Department of
sclence, Technolegy and Technical Education, Government of Bihar to cater to the needs
of technical education. The Government Polytechnic, Nawada intendment to invite bids
trom eligible entities supply of Machines and laboratory Equipment's for Electrical
Engineering in the institute Premises as mentioned inthe tender document.

2. The contract will be signed between Government Polytechnic, Mawada and the
successful agency/bidder

3. To participate in the e-tendering process, the bidderfagency |s reguired to pet
themselves registered with eproc?. bihar.gowin.

4. Bidder may also download the tender document available from eproc2.bihar.gov.in and
submit the tender by using the downloaded document.

% The Government Polytechnic, Mawada will select the bidder based on Least Cost
Selection [LCS) method for supply of Machines and Laboratory Equl prment's for Electrical
Engineening in the Institute Premises,

6. The tender shall be accompanied by Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) of 100000/~ {One
Lakh rupees only) in the shape of Demand Draft from any Schedule Bank in favour of
Government Polytechnic, Nawada.

7. Schedule of Events:

These bulls can be used for up grading & cross -breeding of female live-stocks through natural services at interlor places where &l facility still not
available as well as better breeding of farm animals. General manager, P55 s fully authorized to accept frejiect the tender without any reason.

You can get detailed information about auction and bull inspection by visiting with above mentioned documents at cur office address given

below and other Terms & Conditions of tender may be seen on our website- www.sspurnea.com,

You are requested to guote for the same Including above mentioned minimum eligibility criteria documents through our website and at our

following address; -

Address: Purnea Semen Station (8 Unit OFf BLDA)
MNH-31, Maranga, Purnea, Bihar - 854303.

Contact No: -

+91-9153968500,

Website: http:/fwww.sspurnea.com

Date for visit at PSS for bull Inspection

Start date for Bid Submission
Last date for Bid Submission
Opening date of Auction

Important Dates

: 18/12/24 vo 28/12/24 (10:00 AM to 5:00 PM)

- 18/12/2024 (form 10:00 AM)
- 10/01/2025 (Till 11:00 AM)
- 10/01/2025 (12:00 PM)

For further details please visit : www.state. bihar.gowin/prdbihar

PR. No.14233 (Animal) 2024-25
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General Manager
Purnea Semen Station

2ics WGl o1— 15545 ZT 1800 345 6268

(Through e-procurement mode on www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in)

Govt. ;. of Bihar

PUBLIC HEALTH EHEHEEHIHG DEPARTMENT

Public Health Engineering Division, Darbhanga
SHORT TERM TENDER NIT No -28/PHED/AIIMS /DARBHANGA [2024-25 (MBNQ)

National Competitive Bidding
{For Packages under 2.00cr))

Designation and Address of Advertiser

Executive Engineer. PH. Division, Darbhanga.

Date of issue of Tender Motice

06.12.2024

3 Period of sale (downloading) of tender Bid Document

4 Date, time & place of pre-bid meeting

22122024 to 30.12.2024 up tol?-00 Hrs. through
wwweproc2 biharngowin

Division, Darbhanga.

10.12.24 at 11.30 hrs. hrs in the Office of Executive Enginear, P. H.

5 Last date and time of receipt {uploading) of tender

30.12.2024 uptolV:00 Hrs l:hrm_lgh www.eprocZ.binar.gov.in

{imn ariginal).

Last date and time of submission of hard copy of EMD

7 .-Dat-e an.i.:i.'.n.i-me u:n.f_npe n.i-ri.g ﬂi‘-te-c hl{i-n:a.l-.hﬁjm

Division, Darbhanga.

31.12.2024 up ta 16:00 hrs in the Office of Excutive Engineer PH

A . Executive Engineer of concerned F.H. Division, Darbhanga.
B. Superintending Engineer, PH Circle, Darbhanga.

| €. Zonal Chief Engineer, PHED Zone Muzaffarpur.
02.01.2025 at 14:00Hrs on www.eproc2. bihargowvin

] Date and time-of opening of financial bid

Ta be informed later after the approval of technical bid.

1

5.M. [ Event Description | Timeline

7.1 |RFP No. & Date Mo-10/2024-25, Date-03/12/2024

1.2 | Earnest Money Deposit Rs. 100000/~

7.3 | Bid Validity Period 180 Days

7.4 | Pre-Bid Meeting 18/12/2024, Office of the Principal, Government
Polytechnic Nawada, At+PO-Khanwan, PS-Narhat, Dist.-
MNawada at 11.00 AM

7.5 | Bid Submission Start Date | 14/12/2024 at 11.00 AM on the eprocZ.bihar.gov.in

7.6 | Bid Submission End Date | 23/12/2024 till 5.00 PM on the eproc2. bihar.govin

7.7 | Last Date & Time of Till 23/12/2024, upto 5.00 PM an the eproc2.bihar.gowin

Downloading the RFP

7.8 | Submission of EMD Offline By Demand Draft in Favour of "Principal,
Government Polytechnic Nawada® on 23/12/2024 till
05:00 Pra

7.9 | Opening of Technical Bid | 26/12/2024 on the eproc2.bihar.gov.in

7.10 | Opening of Financial Bid | After Evaluation of Technical Bid on eproc.bihar,govin

7.11 | Method of Selection Least Cost Selection (LCS)

7.12 | Contact Person Principal,
Government Polytechnic, Nawada
Mobile: 8252958455
Emall:principalgpnawada@gmail.com

Principal, Government Polytechnic, Nawada reserves all the right to revise/change/cancel
the tender without assigning any reasans thereof,

For further details please visitwww eproc2. bihar. govin
For further details please visit website state.bihar.gov.infprdbihar

PR- 14248 | 5ci & Tech ) 2024-25
91 o HR, Fate T g iR

Principal
Government Polytechnic, Nawada

Group Mame of Work Mo, of Estimated Cost Amount of Cost of Tender | BSEDC Bid | Complet
Mo schemes in [ in Lakh) Eamest Document Processing ion
a Group. Money [non- Fee (in Period
| In Lakh) refundable) In Rs.) fin
Rs. months)
1 F 4 3 4 5 B 7 8

Name of Work: WATER SUPPLY ARRANGEMENT FOR THE PROPOSED AIIMS AND ITS RESIDENTIAL CAMPUS,
_DARBHANGA UNDER F .H .DIVISION, DARBHANGA.

direction of EfI.
P.H. Division Darbhanga.

per direction of E/|

direction of EfI.

E/1.

per direction of £/,

{a} Construction of 450mm x 300mm x 125M deep,
screen 30M long, high yielding tube
discharge of 50 Ips etc, all complete and as per

AlIMS Darbhanga Campus under

(b) Construction of pump house size 3.65M X 3.0M
X 4.86M {High) etc. all complete as per direction of
E/l. under P.H. Division Darbhanga
B Cost of Submersible Pump Set of approved make
having discharging 35 LPS at a total head of 45 M
with suitable size of M SERW column pipe coupled
with 35 H.P. submersible Motor 2900 RPM 3 phase
50 cycle/sec 380/415 Volt, electric induction motor
along with C.1. D/F 1SI marked sluice valve and reflux
valve with FASD/ATSD starter & main switch
including 3T chain pulley block a
electrical and mechanical accessories etc. all
complete set and Cost towards supplying,
installation and commissioning with all labours,
tools for 100 EvA Transformer ete, all materials and
also taking connection of line (H.T. Line - 1500M)
with BSEB including 15% supervision charges paid to
BSEB as per direction of E/f1. etc. all complete and as

(d) Construction of 250mm x 150mm x 125M deep,
screen 30M long, high yielding tube - well having
discharge of 22 Ips etc. all complete and as per

[e). Construction of pump house size 3.65M X 3.0M
X 4.86M (High) etc. all complete as per direction of

(f) Cost of Submersible Pump Set of approved make
having discharging 15 LPS at a total head of 45 M
with suitable size of MSERW column pipe coupled
with 15 H.P. submersible Motor 2900 RPM 2 phase
50 cycle/sec 380/415 Volt, electric induction motor
along with C.I. D/F I5] marked sluice valve and reflux
valve with FASD/ATSD starter & main switch
inciuding 3T chain pulley block and all necessary
electrical and mechanical accessories ete, all
complete set and Cost towards supplying,
installation and commissioning w
tools for 63 KvA Transformer etc. all materials and
also taking connection of line (H.T. Line -500M0) with
BSEB including 15% supervision charges paid to
B5EB as per direction of E/I. etc, all complete and as

-well having

nd all necessary

ith zll labowurs,

0l 127,456 | 2.60

As Per

proc

‘. As Per
proc? =

PR. No. 014266 (PHED) 2024-25

For further details please visit - wwiw.state.bibar.gov.in/prdbihar

Executive Engineer
P.H. Division, Darbhanga.

Lankesh case witness
says accused showed
locations used to plot
attack on Nayak

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
BENGALURU,DECEMBER9

AWITNESS in the 2017 mur-
der case of journalist Gauri
Lankesh last week testified in
aspecial court thatin 2018, he
witnessed the identification
of a location in Mangalore
where a member of a right-
wing crime syndicate, ar-
rested for the murder, claimed
to have stayed to plot an at-
tack on rationalist Narendra
Nayak in 2016.

The 58-year-old witness
told the special court on
December 5 that he was called
on July 28, 2018, by the police
to be a witness to places
shown in Mangalore by al-
leged arms trainer Rajesh
Bangera for a crime syndicate
as locations used for surveil-
lance on a fresh target and
training shooters.

The panchnama witness(a
person who testifies to the de-
tails of a crime scene investi-
gationrecorded inadocument
called apanchnama)identified
Bangera, 56, accused number
eight in the murder of Lankesh,
as the person who claimed to
have provided arms training to
shooters in Mangalore and also
conducted surveillance over
the activities of Nayak.

Bangera is alleged to have
trained the shooter accused in
the murder, Parashuram
Waghmore, a former SriRama
Sena activist from the
Vijayapura region, and other
youths from Karnataka and
Maharashtra recruited by a
crime syndicate between 2012
and 2018 to use guns to carry
out killings.

Bangera took the police
team and witnesses to a se-
cluded place on the Vitlaroad,
where he claimed to have
trained a few youthsin the us-
age of guns and subsequently
to a location near the Mangla

stadium in Mangalore, where
he claimed to have conducted
surveillance over Nayak for
two days, the witness told the
court.

A Karnataka Special
Investigation Team (SIT) has
arrested 17 people for the
shooting of Lankesh on the
doorstep of her home in
Bengaluru on the night of
September 5,2017.

The SIT filed a 9,235-page
chargesheet on November 23,
2018, in the case, stating that
the murder was carried out by
an organised crime syndicate
group whose key members
acted according to principles
and guidelines outlined in a
book called Kshatra Dharma
Sadhana published by the rad-
ical right-wing Hindutva
group the Sanatan Sanstha.

The trial in the case has
been underway since July
2022,and 11 of the 17 accused
have been granted bail be-
cause of adelay in proceedings.
For the first time, the trial has
been held over two consecu-
tive weeks since December 4.

The SIT has indicated inits
chargesheet that the right-
wing extremist group in-
volved in the shooting of
Lankesh in September 2017
also watched over the activi-
ties of the Nayakin Mangalore
in the year 2016 after identi-
fying him as a target.

The SIT has enclosed de-
tails of panchnama at various
locations in Mangalore.
Bangera and a Mangalore
youth, who was recruited and
trained to carry out an attack,
monitored the rationalist's ac-
tivities for two days. As per the
panchnama, an associate liv-
ing in Mangalore pointed out
the rationalist's home to
Bangera.

The SIT probe has also
found that Bangera trained
four youths in the use of guns
prior to carrying out the sur-
veillance work.

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

\Far and on behall of the President of India,
:Ihe Divisional Rallway Manager (Engg. ),
|South Eastern Rallway, Kharagpur-
[TZ1301 invites e-lenders Tor th foliowing
\works before 15:00 hrs. on the date
imantioned againgl tems and will ba
:up-umld at 15:30 hrs. (1) Tender No.:
|E-KGP-HQ-40-2024; Description af
Work: Repainng of damaged road &
idrainage slab in the seclion of
;ESE-!Wj-'E-:hulh.'l'-'.haragpur. SEE(W)
éEDUth-WEEl"KhETEQIIUF & SS5E(WY Morth-
|West¥haragpur under the jurisdiction of
;ADENFS&IEFElmant-'Hharagpur Tendear
(Value: 72.08,11.946.60: Earmest Money:
12,54 10000 Complation period of the
Iwurk: 06 Months: (2) Tender No.: E-KGP-
| South-48-2024; Description of Work:
;Euppl'_-.ring S0mm gauge hard stone
imachinge crushed ballast and kading the
§5ama inte Raihway's wagons/hoppers at
iEIHrhElrwa.'ﬂanrgram.fBakL;dih depot for
{Kharagpur Divigion, {99,254 Cum];
;Te-nd&r Value: ¥13.00,850 240,18 Earnest
|Money: 8,00 500.00;, Completion
12 Months; (3)
Tender Mo.: E-KGP-South-45-2024;
|Description of Wark: Conatruction of
NHS (Moemal Helght Subeway ) of aize 5 mir
|5 & mir besida exiating bridge No. 265 at
(K 220/26-28 al Haldipada-Balasore
faection under ADEM/Balgzore, Tender
Earnest
(Money: ¥6. 77,900 00, Completion
\periad of the werk: 12 Manths, (4)
Tender No.: E-KGP-EAST-52-2024;
|Description of Work: Execution of works
= [TH
[[FS+C5+CMEC)-23 sels (1:8.5), (i)
|Abada Yard | Shifling of 03 Nos of 1in 12
\Points and X-ing, 01 Mo DS and
{dismantiing of 01 Mo 1 in 8.5 ponls and X-
;Irlg arvd (iE) Mechada | Converssan of painl
(M. 1078 in WP line from 1 in 8540 1in 12
{far ramoval of in8.5PSC from passengear
[line @ per IRPWM guideline under the
ljurisdichion of DEMEAST/KHARAGPUR,;
ETHndur Value: 13,2034 535 93; Earnest
{Money: *3.10,200.00, Completion
Eperl'ul:l of the work: 12 Months, (5)
{Tender Mo.: E-KGP-EAST-53-2024;
|Description of Work: Replacemant of
|over aged/dilapidaied stesl tanks by RCC
\overhead tank {capacity up fo 1,00,000
{liter) ower four (34} siafions under the
ijurisl:lic:'.inn of DEMiEast)/KHARAGPUR
{(2nd Call); Tender Walue:
{74,11.01,360.60;, Earnest Money!
173, 55.500.00; Completion period of the
|work: 18 Montha: {6) Tender No.: E-KGP-
'WEST-36-2024; Description of Work:
| Supphy 20mm gauge hard stone machine
|crushed balkast and knading the same Into
Rallway's wagonshoppers at Pakur!
| BakudinTalhard'RajgramiBarharya! Pinar
\garia Depot for Kharagpur Olvision
:[1_:“-.‘1,H5'.’f| cum}p;, Tender Value:
{$24,36,14,635.00;, Earnest Money:
#13.69,100.00; Completion period of the
|wiork : 15 Months, Date of Opening:
:19.12.2024 ffor 31, no. 1 &-2) and
[26.12.2024 (for Sl no, 3 io B Tender
|Document Gost: MIL (All Bids); Bidding
iStart Date: From 05122024 and up o
|15:00 hrs. on 19.12.2024 (for Sl.no. 1 & 2)
;arld From 12,12 2024 andup o 15:00 hrs,
jon 26.12.2024 {lor 51 no. 310 B}
|Interested landerers may visit website
www.ireps.gov.in for full details/
\dascriptions/specifications of the tenders
land submit their bids onfine. In no casa
|manual tenders for these works will be
|accepled. NLB.: Prospeciive bidders may
(regularly wisil www.ireps.gow.in 1o

(PR-873)

‘period of the work:

(Value: T10, 55 81,302.91;

jol (1} Howrah-Santragachi Jn

| participata in all tandars.

Rajasthan
Police’s
all-woman
‘patrol unit’

PARUL
KULSHRESTHA
JAIPUR,DECEMBER9

STARTING NEXT week,
Rajasthan will have spe-
cialised women units in
“distinctive” blue uni-
forms patrolling its malls,
colleges, and religious
places. The state police
are all set to launch its
‘Kalika Patrolling Unit’ -
a specialised unit aimed
at ensuring the safety of
women and children in
these places.

According to Malini
Agarwal, Rajasthan’s ad-
ditional director general
of police, 250 such police
teams have been set up
in the initial phase, each
comprising four women.
This will eventually be
expanded to 500 teams.
Of these, Jaipur will have
35 units — while 10 units
in each  District
Commissionerate.

These  patrolling
teams will operate under
the leadership of senior
female police officers.

“There have been
several complaints of eve
teasing. So, it was
thought to have a special
patrolling unit under the
leadership of women po-
lice officials. Woman of
constable and head con-
stable-rank will patrol
public places on a
scooter,” the senior offi-
cer told The Indian
Express. For uniform, the
units will wear a special
blue design with a neon
monogram on the back,
along with matching
caps. Their scooters and
helmets will be black.

“This combination
makes the patrolling
teams easily recognis-
able and professional,”
the official said, adding
that a special police con-
trol room and number
will be set up to take
calls.

Kalika  patrolling
units were announced in
government budget this

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

June.
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heads in the coming days.

A SOROS POINT

There is a pronounced difference between the Communist
Party of India and Communist Party of India (Marxist) when
it comes to discussion on George Soros in Parliament. While
the CPI(M) may want to discuss the matter raised by the
Treasury Benches, the CPI clearly does not. A CPI leader said
such a discussion would only benefit the ruling party. “They
are making an issue out of nothing. Why should we support

that?" the CPI leader said.

T g

BIRTHDA;( PARTY PLAN

CONGRESS MPS on Monday were looking forward to wish-
ing Parliamentary Party chairperson Sonia Gandhi personally
on her 78th birthday, but to their disappointment the senior
leader did not attend the House proceedings. Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi made sure the MPs got to speak to
Sonia via mobile phone. He called his mother after the meet-
ing of party MPs and put the phone on speaker, letting the
MPs wish her and sing the birthday song for the veteran leader.

TOPPING THE BiLL

WITH THE Waqgf (Amendment) Bill, 2024 being postponed to
the next Parliament session, the government seems to be keen
onresuming the debate on one nation, one election, a reform
that s top priority of the Narendra Modi government. Sources
said the Bill was likely to be tabled soon, but there was no cer-
tainty of it being taken up in the Winter Session. However, ac-
cording to the sources, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is keen
on an intense debate on the issue across the country, so it will
be a part of the discourse initiated by the BJP and its talking
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TWO MINISTERS & A NEW DEPT

Himanta Cabinet rejig
brings spotlight on

Assam’s Barak Valley

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER9

THE RESHUFFLE of Assam'’s
Himanta Biswa Sarma Cabinet
Monday brought into focus
Assam’s Bengali-majority Barak
Valley, with newly inducted
minister Kaushik Rai being allo-
cated charge of a newly formed
Barak Valley Development.

The Assam Cabinet was
reshuffled after an expansion
last week with the induction of
four BJP MLAs as ministers. The
decision to create a new depart-
ment called Barak Valley
Department had been an-
nounced Sunday. As part of the
portfolio allocation, Kaushik Rai,
who represents the Lakhipur
constituency in the Barak Valley,
has been allocated the depart-
ment, along with the depart-
ments of Food, Public
Distribution and Consumer
Affairs,and Mines and Minerals.

Rai said that primary focus is
on the implementation of ongo-
ing development work in Barak
Valley. “Assam has been divided
into two parts, the Brahmaputra
Valley and the Barak Valley and
there has always been less devel-
opment in the Barak Valley.
There is not even direct road
transport between both the

M
Himanta
Biswa
Sarma

parts and travelling by road re-
quires going through Meghalaya.
Under the current government, a
lot of projects have been under-
taken there and this department
has been created in the style of
the Union government’s DONER
[Development of North Eastern
Region| department for coordi-
nationin the implementation of
projects by all departments. In
the new budget, there will also
be separate allocation for this de-
partment,” he said.

With the induction of Rai, who
is known to be close to Chief
Minister Sarma, and another
newly inducted minister
Krishnendu Paul, aBengali Hindu
leader, there are now two minis-
ters from the Barak Valley in the
Assam Cabinet, afirst since the BJP
came to power in 2016. Before
this, Parimal Suklabaidya — cur-
rently Silchar MP — had been the
only minister from the region in
the BJP governments. This comes
after the number of assembly seg-
ments from the Valley had been
reduced from 15 to 13 inlastyear’s
delimitation exercise.

Democracy becoming stronger,
people voting for stable govt: Modi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,DECEMBER9

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi said Monday that democ-
racy is not only thriving but also
becoming increasingly stronger,
and that people are voting for a
stable government.

Inaugurating the three-day
Rising Rajasthan Investment
Summit, the Prime Minister said,
“The power of democracy, de-
mography, digital data, and deliv-
ery is evident from Bharat's suc-
cess. In a diverse country like
Bharat, democracy is not only
thriving but also becoming in-
creasingly stronger, whichis a sig-
nificant achievement in itself.”

“While remaining demo-
cratic, Bharat's philosophy is
centred on the welfare of hu-
manity, which is intrinsic to its
character. Today, the people of
Bharat, through their democratic
rights, are voting for a stable gov-
ernment,” he said.

Rajasthan Governor Haribhau
Bagde, Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma, Deputy CMs Diya
Kumari and Prem Chand Bairwa,
top industrialists, including
Gautam Adani, Kumar Mangalam
Birla, Anand Mahindra, and Anil
Agarwal,among others, were also
present on the occasion.

Emphasising the demo-
graphic dividend of the country,
Modi said, “For many years to
come, Bharat will remain one of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Governor Haribhau Bagde and CM Bhajan Lal Sharma at
Rising Rajasthan Global Investment Summit, in Jaipur, Monday. P11

the youngest countries in the
world. Along with having the
largest pool of young people,
Bharat will also have the most
skilled youth. To harness this po-
tential, the government is mak-
ingaseries of strategic decisions.”
Today, every expert and in-
vestor around the world is highly
optimistic about India, he said,
adding that following the
mantra of Reform-Perform-
Transform, the country has
achieved remarkable growth
that is visible across all sectors.
Listing the achievements of
his government, he said, “In the
seven decades after
Independence, Bharat could be-

come the 11th largest economy
in the world. In contrast, over the
past 10 years, Bharat has moved
from being the 10thlargest econ-
omy to the 5th largest economy.
During these 10 years, Bharat has
nearly doubled the size of its
economy.”

“Exports have also almost
doubled in the past decade.
Compared to the decade before
2014, Foreign Direct Investment
has more than doubled in the past
decade. Additionally, Bharat has
increased its infrastructure
spending from approximately 2
trillionrupees to 11 trillion rupees
during this time,” he said.

Praising the Chief Minister, he

PM LAUNCHESLIC’S ‘BIMA SAKHI YOJANA’IN HARYANA

‘Double-engine govt will work 3 times faster’

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 9

THE DOUBLE engine BJP govern-
ment — at the Centre and in
Haryana — in its third term will
work three times faster for all-
round development, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Monday said even as he under-
scored how during the party's
first two terms in state, farmers
received more than Rs 1.25 lakh
crore as minimum support price
(MSP) for their produce.

“l again assure you that the
double engine government will

work three times faster in the
third term. And the role of
woman power will continue to
grow,” Modi said.

Addressing a gathering after
launching the 'Bima Sakhi Yojana'
of the state-owned Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC), Modi said the
double engine government has
been working for the welfare of
farmers with honesty.

“In the first two terms of the
BJP government in Haryana, the
farmers got more than Rs 1.25
lakh crore as MSP. After formation
of the government for a third time,
the farmers of paddy, bajra,
moong have been givenRs 14,000

crore as MSP. As much as Rs 800
crore have been given to the
drought affected farmers,” he said.
The PM, however, did not
speak on the ongoing agitation
by Punjab farmers at Haryana's
borders since February 13 de-
manding a legal guarantee for
the MSP of their crops. The farm-
ers, who had announced a foot
march to Delhi to press for their
demands, suspended it on
Sunday after some of them sus-
tained injuries in teargas shelling
by Haryana security personnel
at Shambhu border point.
Modi, meanwhile, said India
is moving forward with the res-

Haryana RS seat: BJP overlooks
seniors to pick ex-NCW chief

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 9

FOUR MONTHS after her resig-
nation as National Women
Commission (NCW) chairper-
son, the Haryana BJP on Monday
nominated Rekha Sharma for
the vacant Rajya Sabha seat from
the state.

Sharma was picked over sev-
eral senior leaders who were in
the race for the RS seat. Former
Hisar MP Kuldeep Bishnoi,
Haryana BJP chief Mohan Lal
Badoli, former Karnal MP Sanjay
Bhatia, Haryana Cabinet
Minister Om Prakash Dhankar,
and former MP Sunita Duggal
were among those said to be
eyeing the seat, for which voting
will take place on December 20.

The RS seat was earlier occu-
pied by the BJP's Krishan Lal
Panwar.

He won in the recent
Haryana Assembly polls from

Hasina calls Yunus regime ‘fascist’,
condemns attacks on minorities

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAKA, KOLKATA,DEC9

BANGLADESH'S DEPOSED pre-
mier Sheikh Hasina has
launched a fierce attack on the
interim administration, accusing
its Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus of running a “fascist
regime” that allows terrorists
and fundamentalists to act with-
out restraint.

Inavirtual address to a gath-
ering of overseas Awami League
supporters in London on Sunday;,
Hasina accused Yunus of being
the “mastermind” behind the
July-August turmoil that ousted
her government and vowed to
bring him and his allies to justice
under Bangladeshi law.

Sheikh Hasina

She criticised Yunus and his
interim government for their al-
leged persecution of religious
minorities in Bangladesh.

“Since August 5, the attacks
on minorities, places of worship
of Hindus, Christians and
Buddhists have been rampant.
We condemn it. The Jamaat and
terrorists are having a free run

under the new regime,” she said.

Her remarks came ahead of
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri's
visit to Dhaka Monday where he
raised India's concerns over the
safety of minorities.

“Bangladesh is now under the
grip of a fascist regime where
people's democratic rights have
been obliterated. Our govern-
ment's achievements in poverty
alleviation and infrastructure de-
velopment, strengthening of
democracy were being undone
under Yunus's leadership,”
Hasina said during her 37-
minute virtual address.

Hasina accused the Yunus
government of providing
clemency to terrorists and crim-
inals, including those involved in
arson and murders.

Ex-NCW chief Rekha Sharma

Israna and is now the state
Panchayati Raj minister. In
Haryana's 90-member
Assembly, the ruling BJP has 48
members. This makes Sharma’s
road to the upper house almost
clear. The Congress is not likely
to field any candidate as it has
only 37 MLAs.

BJP Haryana chief Mohan Lal
Badoli told The Indian Express:
“Rekha Sharma ji is an old com-
mitted party worker. She had
been on several positions includ-
ing chairperson of the NCW and

has worked in many spheres.
She is a good choice”.

On names of other leaders
doing the rounds, Badoli said,
“the party has announced the of-
ficial name only on Monday”.

During her term, she was
known for the NCW’s campaign
with the National Legal Services
Authority to help provide
women legal aid.

But her tenure was marked
by controversy. Sharma was crit-
icised over her “silence” on
atrocities against women in
states led by the BJP or their al-
lies, whether the alleged rape in
Bihar's Muzaffarpur this June or
the protest by Haryana’s women
wrestlers against alleged sexual
harassment by BJP leader and
former Wrestling Federation of
India head Brij Bhushan Singh.
Sharma also received flak for her
alleged inaction over sexual
atrocities in Manipur since vio-
lence broke out in the state in
2023.

said, “The people of Rajasthan
have given a resounding mandate
to the responsive and reformist
BJP government here. In a very
short span, Bhajan Lal ji and his
entire team have demonstrated
remarkable results.”

Chief Minister Sharma said his
government has organised the
summit in the first year itself so
that all necessary steps can be
taken properly and on time toim-
plement the investment propos-
alsreceived. He said that the state
is hosting people from 32 coun-
tries as part of the summit, and
even before the start of this sum-
mit, MoUs worth more than Rs 35
lakh crore have been signed.

olution of Viksit Bharat by 2047,
but to achieve it, many new
sources of energy are needed.

“Nari Shakti (woman power)
is one such source of energy,”
Modi said. “Why does Modi get
so much affection from mothers
and sisters? Ten years back,
crores of women did not have a
toilet. Modi made more than 112
crore toilets. Ten years back,
crores of women did not have a
gas connection. Modi gave them
free Ujjwala connections. The
gas cylinders were made
cheaper. We began supplying
water to the homes through
taps”.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SC: Reservation
cannot beon
basis of religion

No interim relief for Bengal in OBC case

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

RESERVATION CANNOT be based
on religion, the Supreme Court
observed Monday as it heard
pleas challenging the Calcutta HC
verdict nullifying the West Bengal
government’s decision to classify
77 communities, mostly Muslim,
as Other Backward Class for reser-
vation benefits.

The observations by a bench
of Justices B R Gavai and KV
Viswanathan came as a larger
question on the constitutionality
of using religion as a yardstick for
quota is pending before a
Constitution Bench.

The West Bengal government
and other petitioners moved the
SC after the Calcutta HC, on May
22, cancelled all OBC certificates
issued by the state since 2010, say-
ing “religion indeed appears to
have been the sole criterion” for
granting OBC status to the 77
communities.

Monday, as Senior Advocate
Kapil Sibal sought to justify the
state government’s decision,
Justice  Gavai  observed:
“Reservation cannot be on the ba-
sis of religion.” Responding, Sibal
said West Bengal's decision “is not
based on religion but backward-
ness, which has been upheld by
the Court”. “Backwardness exists
in all communities,” he said.

When Justice Gavai pointed
out that it “requires quantifiable
data” to show backwardness, Sibal
said “we have quantifiable data”
and added the issue “affects a
larger number of people includ-
ing students.”

According to Sibal, in striking
down provisions of the ‘West
Bengal Backward Classes (Other
than Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes)(Reservation of
Vacancies in Services and Posts)
Act, 2012, the CalcuttaHChad re-
lied heavily on an Andhra Pradesh
HC ruling which quashed the
reservation for Muslim OBCs.

However, he added, the HC
ruling was stayed by the SC and is

VCK suspends ‘Lottery
king’ Martin’s son-in-law
for targeting ally DMK

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,DECEMBER9

FOLLOWING HIS recent attacks
onally DMK, leading to questions
over the alignment of the
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi
(VCK)with the ruling alliance, the
axe seems to have finally fallen
on VCK leader Aadhava Arjuna,
the son-in-law of controversial
“lottery king” Santiago Martin.

VCK chief Thol
Thirumavalavan Monday sus-
pended Arjuna claiming his ac-
tivities had caused “severe harm
to the party’s reputation and
goodwill” while asserting his
party’scommitment to discipline
and unity amid growing “inter-
nal and external” pressures.

The action is also being seen
as an effort by Thirumavalavan,
one of the state’s tallest Dalit lead-
ers, to reaffirm his control over

the party and its alignment with
the DMK-led ruling coalition.

A basketball player-cum-
gym trainer, Arjuna was once a
close aide of Chief Minister M K
Stalin’s son-in-law, Sabareesan,
and during the 2021 Assembly
polls, was seen to be a “DMK in-
sider” in the know of the party’s
political and strategic operations.
He was also an integral part of
the DMK’s seat-sharing negoti-
ations with allies like the VCK.

Arjuna fell out with DMK af-
ter he was overlooked for LS polls
and joined VCK as its deputy gen-
eral secretary this year.

Arjuna’s suspension comes
in the backdrop of his remarks at
arecent event to launch a book.
The VCK leader accused the
DMK of leading a “monarch’s
rule” in the state and alleged that
the Stalin-led party was “con-
trolling the Tamil film industry
using its political power”.

still pending final adjudication.

Sibal’s reference was to the
AndhraHC's November 2005 de-
cision striking down 5 per cent
quota to Muslimsin the state. The
HCverdict was challenged before
the SCwhich, inJanuary 2006, re-
fused to stay the operation of the
entire HCorder and allowed asta-
tus quo to continue vis a vis edu-
cational institutes and govern-
ment jobs. The SC also directed
that the matter be placed before
aConstitution Bench. Itis pending
final adjudication.

In Kerala, the entire Muslim
community has been classified as
OBCwhereasin Tamil Nadu, they
were granted 3.5% reservation.

While defending the Bengal
government’s decision granting
OBCstatus to the 77 communities,
Sibal said the Justice Ranganath
Mishra Commission had favoured
reservation for Muslims (as well
as Dalit Christians). Of these 77
communities in Bengal, he said,
44 figure in the Central OBC list
while the rest are recognised by
the Mandal Commission.

Senior Advocate P S Patwalia,
who appeared for the respon-
dents, said the Calcutta HC found
that no survey was done to find
out backwardness and there was
nodata.

He said the state Backward
Classes Commission was by-
passed and the reservation was
granted after a statement was
made by the then Chief Minister
(Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee) in
2010.He said the HC had said that
the state could doit but only after
following due procedure.

The bench, meanwhile, won-
dered how the Calcutta HC could
have set aside Section 12 of the
Act which enables the state to
classify. He further asked, “How
can a provision in statute be
struck down which grants the
state the power? Is possible mis-
use of a provision a ground
enough to strike it down?”

Sibal pressed for interim re-
lief but the SC did not grant any
and fixed the matter for hearing
nexton January 7, 2025.

Omar seeks
restoration of
J&K’s statehood

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, DECEMBER 9

CHIEF MINISTER Omar Abdullah
Monday asked the central gov-
ernment to fulfil its promise of
restoring statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir, saying dial powers
were “not beneficial” to the state.

Talking to media persons af-
ter a function organised by the
Jammu Chamber of Commerce
and Industry this evening, Omar
said that “there hasbeen a prom-
ise with the people of Jammu
and Kashmir, made publicly, in-
side Parliament and the
Supreme Court, not only once,
but more than once”.

“It has been repeatedly as-
sured that full statehood will be
restored to J&K,” he said, adding
that “dual power centres are not
beneficial for any government
and that is the reason there has
not been such an arrangement
in any state”.

‘Don’t think we will sit and have lollipops while you
come’: Mamata slams Bangla leaders’ invasion threat

ENS &PTI
KOLKATA,DECEMBER9

IN A strong reaction to state-
ments made by a section of
Bangladesh politicians that
Bangladesh could occupy West
Bengal “within days”, West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee warned the neighbour-
ing country from daring to think
aboutitand said, “When you will
come toinvade, do you think we
will sit and eat lollipops?”

Speaking during the Question
Hour sessionin the Assembly, the
CM condemned the persecution
of minorities in Bangladesh, call-
ingit “unacceptable”, and stressed
the need for unity among India's
religious communities.

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee after meeting Governor
CV Ananda Bose, in Kolkata on Monday. Partha Paul

“You will occupy Bengal,
Bihar, and Odisha, and we will
have lollipops? Don't even think
that. No one has the guts to take
ourlands, don't even think about

it,” the CM said. Mocking some
Bangladeshi leaders who made
provocative statements, Banerjee
said, “Stay calm and healthy and
have peace of mind.”

Advocating peace between
the two countries, she added: “We
should not comment in such a
way that could instigate commu-
nal violence.”

Condemning the persecution
of minorities, especially Hindus,
in Bangladesh, she said: “We are
not taking it well... We condemn
the ongoing violence against
Hindus in  Bangladesh...
Communal violence is not done
by Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, or
Christians; itis done by anti-social
elements. We should all remem-
ber this and avoid making state-
ments that could disrupt the
peace in West Bengal.”

She also condemned the cir-
culation of fake videos in Indiaand
without naming anyone blamed
“a certain political party” for at-

tempting to stoke tension in the
state. “A certain political party is
responsible for the circulation of
fake videos to stoke fire. I appeal
to everyone to stay away from
such misinformation. We are not
infavour of any one group, we care
for everyone here,” the CM said.
The CM called upon the media to
be cautious in their coverage of
Bangladesh, particularly regard-
ing the spread of fake videos.

"This is not Uttar Pradesh or
Rajasthan where we will ban or
arrest you. But I request you to be
responsible. Many fake videos are
doing the rounds. A political party
is trying to ignite a fire. Both com-
munities must be watchful of
this," she warned.

“We don't want riots; we want
peace,” she said.
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Kuwait bank
files complaints

inKerala: 1.400
loan defaulters

10 cases, mostly against nurses; bank says
loans taken while they were in country

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBERO9

TEN CASES of cheating have
been registered at various police
stations in Ernakulam and
Kottayam districts after the Gulf
Bank of Kuwait filed police com-
plaints in Kerala, alleging that
several people from the state,
most of them nurses, defaulted
on large loans that they had
availed from the bank when they
were in Kuwait.

The cases were registered last
month based on complaints
from Mohammed Abdul Vassey
Kamran, deputy general man-
ager with Gulf Bank.

Advocate  Thomas ]
Anakkallunkal, who is assisting
Gulf Bank in Kerala, said that
1,400 people had defaulted on
loans, most of whom were
nurses from Kerala.

“They had worked with
Kuwait government services and
availed loans on the back of their
salary certificates,” he said.

The advocate said the de-
faulters were being identified
and that more complaints will
be registered in the coming days.

Police sources said the bank
had filed complaints against the
10 top defaulters from Kerala.

“So far, we have not taken any
further action on the complaints.
We are doubtful about whether
these cheating cases forloan de-

For woman who lost family in Wayanad landslide
and fiance in road accident, govt job brings hope

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, DEC9

A24-YEAR-OLD woman from Kerala’s
Wayanad, who lost her entire family
in the July landslides and then her fi-
ance in aroad accident a month later,

faulters will stand legal scrutiny.
Cheating and criminal conspir-
acy will only stand legal scrutiny
inloan defaultsif the loanees had
forged documents to avail loans.
Without any collateral security,
why had the bank given loan to
the expats? Why did the bank’s
internal mechanism not func-
tion?” said a police officer famil-
iar with the case.

Jasmin Shah, the president of
United Nurses Association, said
most of the nurses had taken
loans to pay off their recruitment
expenses.

“Only a section of the default-
ers are nurses. Most of them had
taken loans to meet their huge
recruitment expenses and
hoped to repay from their salary.
But they lost jobs during the
Covid pandemic days, leading to
default of bank loans. Many of
those who came back to Kerala
could not rejoin their work due
to travel restrictions during the
pandemic days. Some of them
are still struggling to find suitable
jobs.”

Shah also pointed out that a
few of these nurses had got jobs
in hospitals in Kerala, where a
nurse’s salary is less than
325,000 a month, and that “the
EMI for the Kuwait loans is
around X1 lakh”.

“At the same time, a few of
the loanees had willfully de-
faulted repayment and moved to
other countries,” the nurses’
body chief also said.

List properties burnt, looted in clashes: SC to Manipur

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
asked the Manipur government
tosubmit alist of properties which
were burnt, looted, orencroached
upon during the ethnic clashesin
the state.

“We also direct the state govt
to file the following details of
buildings which have been burnt,
partially burnt, buildings and
properties which have been
looted, buildings and properties
which have been trespassed and
encroached upon. In all the three
cases, give name and address of
the owner as well as the person, if

any, in illegal occupation of the
property,” abench of Chief Justice
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice Sanjay
Kumar said.

“Thereport shall alsoindicate
the steps taken by the state gov-
ernment to ensure that the per-
sons who have trespassed are pro-
ceeded against as per law,
including recovery of unautho-
rised use and occupation charges,”
the court said. Itadded that the list
must be submitted in a sealed
cover.

SG Tushar Mehta, who ap-
peared for the Centre and
Manipur, said the state will share
the details, but did not want to put
them up in open court because
“very frequently, it is highlighted

Mentally ill student
‘sexually harassed’ in
TN; Opp attacks govt

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,DECEMBER9

OPPOSITION PARTIES in Tamil
Nadu have accused the DMK gov-
ernmentand the state police of in-
action and negligence in connec-
tion with a case of sexual
harassment of a mentally chal-
lenged college student in Chennai.

According to police, a com-
plaint was filed by the father of a
“mentally disturbed college stu-
dent”, alleging that his daughter
was “being misled inappropri-
ately by a female student study-
ing with her and some male
friends, and that one of the male
friends attempted sexual harass-
ment”. Initially registered asaCSR
case, the probe led to interroga-
tions of the “female friend” and
several male acquaintances. Police
said after they confirmed that a
sexual offence had occurred, they
registered a case on December 6.
OnDecember 7,Suresh, a 20-year-
old college student from

she faced the back-to-back tragedies.
She had earlier worked as an account-

Tiruvallur, and Naresh, a 19-year-
old school student were arrested.
In response to comments
from Opposition leaders, police
appealed to the public to refrain
from raising public criticisms of
the case, warning that such dis-
cussions could hinder the inves-
tigation and cause mental dis-
tress to the victim and her family.
Tamil Nadu BJP president K
Annamalai has accused the po-
lice of delaying action and called
for accountability. He announced
that the BJP would submit a peti-
tion to the police chief, seeking
action against the officer respon-
sible for the alleged delay. “... It is
the duty of the state to give pro-
tection to a differently-abled vic-
tim. CM (M K Stalin) should im-
mediately sack all those
policemen...,” Annamalai said.
The AIADMK echoed similar
concerns, withits chief Edappadi
K Palaniswami accusing the
DMK government of systemic
negligence and failing to create
a safe environment for women.

kept aside for her wedding, were
washed away. Her paternal uncle,

in the media”.

The bench remarked that the
government will have to take ade-
cisiononwhatitwantstodointhe
cases of properties encroached or
trespassed “both in terms of crim-
inalactionas well as toask themto
pay mesne profits for the use and
occupation (of properties)”.
Mehta said that the “first priority
was the law-and-order situation.
The second priority was....what
are the arms etc. recovered. We
have the data but we will not
share it because it is very fre-
quently being highlighted in me-
dia.Ihave seen many off the track
interviews (which highlights this)
whichIwould request mylearned
friend to avoid.”

16-yr-old girl ‘set

on fire’ by minor

stalker in Andhra
Pradesh, dies

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER9

A16-YEAR-OLD girl died after al-
legedly being set on fire by an-
other minor, who police said had
been “pestering her for several
weeks”, in Andhra Pradesh’s
Nandyal district early on Monday.

Police said the two minors
were from neighbouring villages
and were students of the same
educational institution.

“He had been stalking and
pestering her for several weeks,
but she rejected him. The girl
complained to her parents, who
sent her to stay with her grand-
mother about six months ago.
After midnight on Sunday, he ac-
costed her at her grandmother’s
house... He also sustained burnin-
juries but is fine,” an officer said.
She suffered serious burns and
died on the way to the hospital.

Andhra Pradesh Home
Minister V Anitha condemned
the incident and promised swift
justice for the family.

The court also sought the
state’s response on the release of
funds for temporary and perma-
nent housing, flagged by the
Justice (retired) Gita Mittal
Committee. Senior Advocate
Vibha Datta Makhija, who is the
Amicus Curiae in the matter, said
the Justice Mittal committee had
drawn up 34 reports since its in-
ception “where extensive and
some very commendable work
has been done, entirely pro-
bono”.

She said that the panel has
been working 24x7 and there are
such laudable rehabilitation
measures which have been taken,
adding: "People are being put in
hospitality areas, their skills have

been built, they have been
brought back to occupy their
properties.” “But there are certain
problems being faced” which
have been flagged in three reports,
Makhija said.

The (JIsaid the court probably
will have to ask the administra-
tion to look into the concerns.

Mehta said the government is
aware of the concerns and is
working with the committee and
added that “there are certain cir-
cumstances and parameters
where itis advisable not to go ag-
gressively, one particular group
having some ammunition etc.”

The top court also directed the
Home Ministry to take remedial
measures.

Sunil Pal kidnapping:
Cops freeze 2 accounts

AMIT SHARMA
MEERUT,DECEMBER9

WITH THE ransom money linked
to comedian Sunil Pal’s kidnap-
ping transferred to their bank ac-
counts on December 3, two
Meerut jewellers found them-
selves in a sticky situation when
Mumbai Police froze their bank
accounts.

After learning that their ac-
counts were frozen for accepting
extortion money, one of the jew-
elers, Akshit Singhal, lodged an
FIR at the Lal Kurti police station
inMeerut. “ have given the CCTV
footage of two persons who pur-
chased coins and a chain from
two shops by showing the
Aadhaar card of Sunil Pal,”
Singhal said. The kidnappers al-
legedly purchased two gold coins
and a gold chain with the same
amount on December 3.

“The accounts have been
frozen by the Mumbai police in
the kidnapping case. The Lal Kurti
police will investigate the matter,
following which the bank ac-
counts will be back to normal,”

Comedian Sunil Pal

said Ayush Vikram Singh,
Superintendent of Police, Meerut.

After returning to Mumbai
on December 4, Sunil Pal alleged
that he was abducted on the
evening of December 2 while he
was on his way to perform at an
event in Haridwar.

Pal said some peo ple intro-
duced themselves as his fan
while they were at a roadside
dhaba on the Meerut-Haridwar
highway on December 2. The
fans reportedly convinced him
to check out their new car. They
pushed himinside the car when
he got down to have a look,
blindfolded him and drove away.

Payal Kapadia’s All We
Imagine As Light bags 2
Golden Globe nominations

joined the government service on

Monday as a clerk in the Revenue
Department at Wayanad Collectorate.

Speaking to reporters after joining,
Sruthi said, “lamvery sad that my dear

Sruthi had earlier worked as an
accountant with a private firmin
Kozhikode. Pinarayi Vijayan/ Facebook

ones are not with me. My parents and

fiance wanted me to live happily. We
must fight against heavy odds in life
and move ahead.” She said the job

would a great support for her future.
The job had been promised to
Sruthi by the state government after

ant with a private firm in Kozhikode.
A month before the landslide,
Sruthi’s family had moved to a new
house at Chooralmala village, where
they also held celebrations of her en-
gagement with 24-year-old Jenson.
In the landslides that washed
away the villages of Chooralmala and
Mundakkai on July 30, she lost her fa-
ther Shivanna, a mason; her mother
Sabitha, a shop worker; and younger
sister Sreya, a college student. Their
newly constructed home, 15 sover-
eigns (nearly 120 grams) of gold and
Rs4lakhincash that her parents had

Siddaraj, his wife Divya, and their son
also died in the landslide.

After thelandslides, it was Jenson
who was trying to nurse her back
from the trauma. The two, who came
from different faiths, had been friends
since school. However, a road acci-
dent on September 11 killed Jenson
and left Sruthi seriously injured.

In a Facebook post on Monday,
CM Pinarayi Vijayan said the state
government had promised Sruthi
support. With her joining the govern-
ment service on Monday, that prom-
ise has been fulfilled, he said.
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ALAKA SAHANI
MUMBAI, DECEMBER9

DIRECTOR-WRITER Payal Kapadia’s All
We Imagine As Light secured two Golden
Globe nominations in Best Motion
Picture in a non-English language and
Best Director categories.

Kapadia, who won the Grand Prix
award at the Cannes Film Festival in May
this year, will compete with The Brutalist
director Brady Corbet, The Substance's
Coralie Fargeat, Conclave’s Edward
Berger, Emilia Perez’s director Jacques
Audiard and Anora's Sean Baker for the
Best Director award. The 2025 Golden
Globe awards ceremony is expected to
be held on January 5 in Los Angeles.

Commenting on the double nomina-
tion at the 82nd Golden Globe, Kapadia
said: “I'm deeply honoured by this nom-
ination and grateful to HFPA (Hollywood
Foreign Press Association)for this recog-
nition. This is a celebration for everyone
who worked so passionately on the film.
To everyone in India, All We Imagine as
Light is still in theaters, please go watch
itand support us.”

For the Best Motion Picture in a non-
English language category, Kapadia’s de-
but feature film is nominated along with
Emilia Perez, The Girl With The Needle, I'm
Still Here, The Seed of The Sacred Fig and

Vermiglio. All We Imagine As Light earlier
lost out to Laapataa Ladies as India’s offi-
cial entry to the Academy Awards in the
Best International Feature Film category.
It is speculated to secure nominations at
the Oscars as an independent entry.

The Malayalam-Hindi film, featuring
Kani Kusruti, Divya Prabha, Chhaya
Kadam, Hridhu Haroon and Azees
Nedumangad, is the story of three work-
ing women navigating the harsh realities
of Mumbai. Nurse Prabha's routine is up-
set when she receives an unexpected gift
from her estranged husband. Her
younger roommate, Anu, tries in vain to
find a spot in the city to be intimate with
her boyfriend. However, a trip to abeach
town offers them closure and comfort.

On behalf of all the producers of the
film, Zico Maitra of Chalk and Cheese
said, “We're incredibly humbled and
thrilled by the Golden Globe nomina-
tions. This recognition means the world
to our entire team, who poured their
hearts into making this film. We’re still
playing in select theaters across India,
thanks to the incredible efforts of Spirit
Media (the distributor of the film). I urge
everyone to experience the film on the
big screen while you still can.”

Ever since its Cannes win, All We
Imagine as Light has been screened at
multiple international festivals and won
several major international awards.

‘India’s nobody’s property’
invokes Rahat Indori’s poetry amid
calls to cancel his Indore concert
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, DECEMBER 9

AMID BAJRANG Dal protests de-
manding that singer Diljit
Dosanjh's Indore concert be can-
celled, the singer dedicated his
concert to Urdu poet Rahat Indori,
aresident of Indore who passed
away in August 2022.

Inresponse to the protests, the
Punjabi starinvoked Indori’s most
famous ghazal “Kisi ke baap ka
Hindustan thodi hai (Hindustan is-
n'tanyone’s property)” at his Dil-
Luminati tour concert Sunday. The
ghazal goes: “Agar khilaaf hain
hone do, Jaan thodi hai. Ye sab dhua
hai asmaan thodi hai. Sabhi ka
khoon hai shaamil yahan ki mitti
mein/ kisi ke baap ka Hindustan
thodi hai(If they oppose, let them,
it's not life at stake. This is just
smoke, not the sky at stake. This
land has seen sacrifices from
everyone/ Hindustan is not any-
one’s property)”.

Indori’s ghazal had gain pop-

Singer Diljit Dosanjh

ularity recently after it became a
rallying cry for those protesting
against the  Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and a pan-
Indian NRC.

On Sunday, Bajrang Dal had
approached the Indore police to
not allow the concert to proceed.
Avinash Kaushal, a Bajrang Dal
leader said: “Diljit has made anti-
national remarks several times
during the farmers' protest. He is
also a supporter of Khalistan. We
will not allow such a person to
hold an event in the city of Maa
Ahilya. We have submitted anap-
plication to the administration de-
manding the cancellation of the

BRIEFLY

MAHARASHTRA
Bus ploughsinto
vehicles, kills
four, injures 29

Mumbai: Atleast four per-
sons were killed while 29
otherswere injured aftera
BEST bus ploughed into
several vehicles and ran
over peopleinacongested
market near the Kurla rail-
way station Monday night.
Police said it appears to be
a case of brake failure.
Three of the deceased
were identified as Shivam
Kashap (18), Kanis Fatima
GulamKazi(55)and Afeel
Abdul Saleem Shah (19)
while the fourthis yettobe
identified. Police the driver
Sanjay More was arrested
and that an FIR was
charged against him. ENS

MANIPUR
Internet ban
lifted, govt says
situation better

Imphal: Manipur
Government lifted theban
on internet service on
Monday citing the improv-
inglaw and order situation
inthe state. The state home
commissioner issued an
order in this connection.
The order cautioned all the
internet users to refrain
from any activities which
may cause threat to gen-
eral law and order situa-
tion which may warrant
suspension of internet it
the future. Manipur gov-
ernment had banned in-
ternet services in the state
onNovember16.  ENS

UTTARPRADESH

Womankilled by
husband, son
over housesale

Meerut: A 50-year-old
woman was allegedly
clubbed to death by her
husband and elder son
over refusal to sell their
house in Agra district
Sunday, police said. The
deceased, Rama Devi, was
pressured by her husband
Dadhich Goswami, 56,and
son Manoj, 25, to sell their
house for the last two
years, which was regis-
tered in her name, the po-
lice said. Her son-in-law
Rajendra Kumar said he
hadlodged anFIRwith the
Etmaddaula police station
in Agra. ENS

ODISHA
Tigress ‘Zeenat’
venturesinto

Jharkhand

Bhubaneswar: Tigress
Zeenat, whichwas moved
from Tadoba-Andhari tiger
reserve in Maharashtra to
Similipal Tiger Reserve in
Odisha as part of the proj-
ect toimprove gene pool of
the big catsin STR, has ven-
tured into Jharkhand jun-
gle in search of new terri-
tory. The three-year-old
tigress was released to
Similipal on November 24
after keepingitinasoften-
closure within the core
area for 10 days. ENS

- Dosanjh

show.If the event still takes place,
we will protest in our own way”.

Indore Bajrang Dal leader
Tannu Sharma told The Indian
Express: “Our protest was against
the consumption of drugs. We are
not against this concert. It's notin
our culture to consume drugs in
these concerts we are against that.
We are also against consumption
of alcohol and there were such
stalls in this concert”.

Dosanjh did not refer to
Bajrang Dal during his concert. But
he addressed allegations that his
concert tickets were sold in black
asking people how he was re-
sponsible for it.

“Foralongtime, peoplein this
country are saying that Diljit's
(concert) tickets are sold in black.
It's not my fault that tickets are be-
ing sold in black. How is it an
artist's fault thata10 ticketis sold
forx100?” Dosanjh said.

Dosanjhalsosaid, “It’s the time
of independent music. Troubles
will come when an evolution
comes. We will keep working...”
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Siddique killing:
Anmol behind
plot, no links

to Lawrence so
far, say police

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI,DECEMBER9

THE MUMBAI police, which is
probing the murder of NCP
leader Baba Siddique, on
Monday said that they have not
found any links connecting jailed
gangster Lawrence Bishnoi with
the case, so far, and that his
brother Anmol Bishnoi was be-
hind the conspiracy.

While seeking the custody of
13 accused arrested earlierin the
case, the police told a court here
that there are two separate
gangs led by Anmol and
Lawrence Bishnoi and in the
Siddique murder case, Anmol’s
gang is involved.

The defence lawyers said that
Lawrence Bishnoi and Anmol
Bishnoi were part of the same
gang, which the prosecutor op-
posed.

“They (Lawrence and Anmol)
are two separate gangs and so far
Lawrence Bishnoi is not an ac-
cused in the case,” the special
public prosecutor representing
the Mumbai police submitted to
the court.

Siddique was shot dead by
assailants in Bandra (East) on
October 12. So far, 26 persons
have been arrested in the case,
including the alleged shooters.

The police had last month in-
voked stringent sections of the
Maharashtra  Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA),
claiming that the murder was
the handiwork of an organised
crime gang led by Anmol.

The police claimed that
Anmol was trying to establish his
supremacy as a gang leader.

The police sought the cus-
tody of the 13 accused to probe
further into the financial aspect
of the crime.
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi and other Indian and Russian officers during the
commissioning ceremony of INS Tushil in Kaliningrad, Russia, on Monday. ANI

Missile frigate INS Tushil inducted into
Navy, Rajnath praises India-Russia ties

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 9

INDIAN NAVY'S Russian-manu-
factured guided missile frigate
INS Tushil was commissioned
into the force at Russia's coastal
city of Kaliningrad in presence of
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
on Monday.

The warship is expected to
significantly bolster the Navy's
operational capability in Indian
Ocean, which has witnessed in-
creasing forays by China's PLA
Navy in the last few years.

In his remarks, Singh de-
scribed the commissioning of the
warship as a "proud testament”
to India's growing maritime

jit, Shinde slam Opp

EVM claims: Accept
poll defeat, why stunt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 9

DEPUTY CHIEF Minister and NCP
leader Ajit Pawar on Monday said
that Opposition MLAS’ decision to
not take oath on thefirst day of the
special session of Maharashtra
Assembly alleging EVM “misuse”
was “anti-constitutional” and also
termed ita “stunt”.

“Instead of blaming the
EVMs, it is important to face the
reality,” said Ajit Pawar, while
speaking at the Legislative
Assembly on a resolution con-
gratulating newly elected
Speaker Rahul Narwekar.

Ajit Pawar’s views were
echoed by Shiv Sena chief and
Deputy Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde who asked the
Opposition to accept the defeat.

On December 7, the first day
of the special three-day session
of the Maharashtra Assembly,
the Opposition MVA MLAS re-
fused to take oath in protest
against alleged misuse of EVMs
in the recently held polls and the
state government not allowing
mock polls using ballot paper at
Markadwadi village in Malshiras
constituency.

Reacting to this, Ajit Pawar
said, “The behaviour on the first
day, when they (opposition) de-
cided not to take oath, was anti-
constitutional. [ had told everyone
that these people would silently
come and take the oath next day.
Whatwas the need of that stunt?”

Taking a dig at his estranged
uncle and NCP (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar over his statements com-
paring number of votes and
number of seats won by each
party, Ajit Pawar said that he will
talkin detail about those who are
talking about number of votes.

“We did not blame the EVMs
when you won the Lok Sabha
and instead of crying we started
working. Instead of blaming the
EVMs, it is important to face the
reality,” he said.

Shinde referred to the
Supreme Court’s remarks while
dismissing a plea seeking re-in-
troduction of ballot papers in
place of EVMs. “Even an SC jus-
tice recently said that why do
you blame the EVMs only after
the defeat,” said Shinde.

Meanwhile , state Congress
chief Nana Patole said in the
Assembly that the Opposition
was happy to discuss the issue
with the ruling side.

strength and a “significant mile-
stone” in the long-standing
friendship between the two
countries. “The ship is a big proof
of the collaborative prowess of
Russian and Indian industries. It
exemplifies India’s journey to-
wards technological excellence
through jointmanship,” he added.

Chief of Naval Staff Admiral
Dinesh K Tripathi, Russia's
deputy defence minister
Alexander Vasilyevich Fomin
and Commander-in-Chief of the
Russian Navy Admiral Aleksandr
Alekseyevich Moiseyev were
present at the commissioning
ceremony.

INS Tushil has been con-
structed in Russia as part of an
over USD 2.5-billion deal that

New Delhi had inked with
Moscow in 2016 for four stealth
frigates for the Indian Navy.

Under the deal, two ships
were to be built in Russia, while
the other two were to be manu-
factured in India.

Singh said India and Russia
will enter a “new era” of cooper-
ation by taking advantage of each
other's expertise in areas such as
artificial intelligence, cyber secu-
rity, space exploration and
counter-terrorism. He said the
India-Russia friendship is bound
by “mutual trust, and special and
strategic privileged partnership”.

In his address at the commis-
sioning ceremony, Singh high-
lighted the deep ties between
the navies of India and Russia

LAST DAY OF SPECIAL SESSION INMAHARASHTRA ASSEMBLY

and stated that technical and op-
erational collaboration is con-
stantly touching new heights.

He alsoreasserted the Indian
Navy's commitment to peace
and security in the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR), saying it has foiled
the "designs" of arms and drug
smugglers and non-state actors
in various hotspots. “From the
Gulf of Oman to the Gulf of Aden,
from Suez to Malacca and from
Australia to Madagascar, the
Indian Navy is playing the essen-
tial role of a net security provider
in the IOR," he said.

The defence minister also re-
iterated the Indian Navy's com-
mitment to realise PM Modi's vi-
sion of Security and Growth for
Allin the Region (SAGAR).
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FIRST STATEMENT AFTER ASSAD REGIME FALL

We advocate peacetul
and inclusive Syrian-led
political process: India

Calls for ensuring stability, territorial integrity of Syria

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

INDIA ON Monday called for a
“peaceful and inclusive Syrian-led
political process” which respects
the interests and aspirations of all
sections of Syrian society, inits first
statement since the fall of
President Bashar al-Assad on
Sunday.

Assad fled to Russia after
Islamist rebels advanced and cap-
tured Damascus on Sunday. The
Syrian conflict had been frozen for
the last few years and the Assad
regime had managed to stave off
any possible insurrection in the
last 13 years. But that changed last
week when the rebels advanced
against the Syrian regime’s army.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said in a statement that its
embassy in Damascus is in con-
tact with the Indian community.

“We are monitoring the situa-
tion in Syria in the light of the on-
going developments. We under-
line the need for all parties to work
towards preserving the unity, sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity
of Syria. We advocate a peaceful
and inclusive Syrian-led political
process, respecting the interests
and aspirations of all sections of
Syrian society. Our Embassy in
Damascus is in contact with the
Indian community, for their safety
and security,” the MEA said.

India's friendly relations with
Syria stood the test of time when
the Syrian conflict broke out in
2011. Its stand of resolving the
conflictinanon-military way and

Narwekar: Sena to BJP, Colaba

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE
MUMBAI,DECEMBER9

ONJULY 1, 2022, when Rahul
Narwekar was nominated by the
BJP for the Speaker's position in
the Maharashtra Assembly,
many in the state political circles
had wondered why the party
had picked a first-time MLA for
the coveted post which is usually
reserved for veteran legislators.

A day earlier then, BJP had
formed the government with
the Shiv Sena faction led by
Eknath Shinde who had split his
party after raising a banner of re-
volt against Uddhav Thackeray.

The BJP was alleged to have
played akey rolein “engineering”
this split in the Sena along with
Shinde, which led to the collapse
of the then Uddhav-led MVA
government. Narwekar was said
to have been chosen by senior BJP
leader Devendra Fadnavis for the
Speaker's position. An advocate
by profession, Narwekar, then
45-year-old, became one of the
youngest Assembly Speakers in
the country.

Anticipating long-drawn leg-
islative and legal battles with the
Uddhav-led Sena faction,
Fadnavis had “handpicked”
Narwekar for the Speaker's post
inview of his “strong legal back-

Speaker Rahul Narwekar with Governor CP Radhakrishnan,
CM Devendra Fadnavis at the Assembly, Monday.Ganesh Shirsekar

ground”, BJP sources said.

On Monday, Narwekar was
elected as the Speaker of the
Maharashtra Assembly for the
second consecutive term. In the
recent Assembly polls, he was
re-elected from the upscale
Colaba seat in Mumbai.

On Sunday, when Narwekar
filed his nomination papers for
the Speaker's office, his victory
was a foregone conclusion. He
was elected unopposed as the
MVA decided not to put up any
candidate with the numbers
heavily tilted towards the ruling
Mahayuti camp. The polls were
swept by the Mahayuti which
bagged 234 out of 288 seats as
against the MVA's 48.

Narwekar started his politi-

cal innings with the undivided
Sena. He was the Shiv Sena
youth wing spokesperson. By his
own admission, he shared cor-
dial relations with Uddhav and
his son Aditya Thackeray.
After a 15-year-long associa-
tion with the Sena, Narwekar
quit the party in 2014 to switch
to the Sharad Pawar-led NCP. The
NCP fielded him in the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections from the Maval
constituency, but he lost.
Narwekar joined the BJP in
the run-up to the October 2019
state Assembly elections. The BJP
gave him ticket from Colaba,
where he won. He was also ap-
pointed as the state BJP’s media
in-charge. FULL REPORT
www.indianexpress.com

Fadnavis urges
Speaker to
prevent House
from turning
into ‘bazaar’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 9

MAHARASHTRA CHIEF Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Monday
urged the newly elected
Assembly Speaker Rahul
Narvekar to limit crowding at
the legislative building and pre-
vent it from turning into a
“bazaar” (market).

“What I am going to say now
may not be appreciated by few
MLAs. But it needs to be said. We
have observed in the last few years
that with every MLA come 20-25
people. The legislative building
becomes so crowded that some-
times it becomes difficult even to
move," said Fadnavis. He was
speaking on a resolution moved
to congratulate the unanimously
elected Speaker Narvekar.

"Idon't want to use the word.
ButIcan'tfind abetter alternative
to describe the situation. This
premise should not become a
bazaar," he said, asking how the
House would function properly
in case of overcrowding. Fadnavis
requested the Speaker to take
measures to control the crowd.

Allahabad HC judge backs Uniform Civil Code at VHP event

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

TRIGGERING A debate on judi-
cial propriety, Justice Shekhar
Kumar Yadav, a sitting judge of
Allahabad High Court, has made
strong remarks on Muslim mar-
riage practices and backed the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) while
speaking at a VHP event.

Addressing the event organ-
ised by the VHP's legal cell on the
court premises on Sunday, Justice
Yadav said, “You can't disrespect
a woman who has been recog-
nised as a goddess in our Shastras
and Vedas. You can't claim the
right to have four wives, perform
halala, or practice triple talag. You
say, we have the right to say
'triple talaq’, and not give mainte-
nance to women.”

According to a VHP press re-
lease, the judge also spoke in
favour of the UCC. “Having dif-
ferent Constitutions for people
of different communities and re-
ligions in a country is no less
than a danger to the nation.
When we talk of human uplift, it
should rise above religion and
should be within the ambit of
the Constitution,” the press re-
lease quoted him as saying.

“If the interests of a woman
are to be protected, whetheritis
about her wealth, her mainte-
nance, her rightful share in the
property, her remarriage, or her
freedom to choose a partner, the
limits of all these things should
be decided within the ambit of
one Constitution,” he said.

Justice Yadav said that the
Constitution does not permit in-
terests of “Muslim women to be

Justice
Shekhar
Kumar
Yadav.
Allahabad HC

=
4
determined separately or interest
of women of other religions to be
determined by different method”.
This is not the first time the
judge has attracted public
scrutiny. In September 2021,
while rejecting the bail petition
of a man booked under the UP
Prevention of Cow Slaughter Act,
1955, Justice Yadav had urged the
Centre to declare cow as the na-
tional animal, introduce a Bill in
Parliament for cow protection
and recognise “cow protection as

a fundamental right of Hindus”.
In October 2021, while grant-

ing bail to an accused, he had ob-
served that Parliament should
passalaw to honour Hindu deities.
In December 2023, while
hearing another bail plea, he had
directed the Prayagraj Police
Commissioner to submit a
progress report on how many
cow slaughter cases have been
filed in the district and the sta-
tus of each, on account of the “se-
riousness of the cow slaughter-
ing cases” in Uttar Pradesh.
Justice Yadavenrolled asanad-
vocate in 1990. During his career
at the Allahabad HC, he repre-
sented both the Central and state
governments in several capacities.
According to the HC website,
he served as an Additional
Government Advocate and
Standing Counsel for UP before
working as a Senior Counsel for
the Union of India and Senior

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Counsel of Railway until he took
the oath as a judge of the High
Court on December 12, 2019.
Justice Yadav was first rec-
ommended to the Supreme
Court collegium for appoint-
ment as a High Court judge on
February 14,2018. However, the
Collegium comprising Chief
Justice of India Dipak Misra and
Justices Ranjan Gogoi and
Madan Lokur deferred his rec-
ommendation on September 25,
2018. Following CJI Misra’s re-
tirement, with CJI Gogoi at the
helm, the Collegium recom-
mended Justice Yadav’s appoint-
ment as an Additional Judge of
the Allahabad High Court on
February 12, 2019. His appoint-
ment as a Permanent Judge was
approved on March 5, 2021.
INPUTS FROM MAULSHREE
SETHINLUCKNOW

Brinda Karat
writes to CJ1

New Delhi: Former CPI (M) MP
Brinda Karat on Monday wrote a
letter to (JI Sanjiv Khanna, saying
Justice Yadav’s speech under-
mined the principles of judicial
impartiality. “Whether a senior
judicial functionary should at all
attend a function of a sectarian or-
ganisation is a serious issue. This
is the first matter to which I draw
the attention of the Hon’ble Chief
Justice— the code of conduct for
the judiciary.” Karat wrote.
Referring to the UCC and the
Waqf bill, Karat wrote: “... should
members of the judiciary com-
ment publicly on matters that
are sub- judice or are being dis-
cussed in the legislatures?” Karat
wrote. ENS

India-Syria
friendly
@ relations

EXPLAINED

INDIA AND Syria have en-
joyed friendly political re-
lations based on historic
and civilizational links. Both
countries have had a secu-
lar, nationalistand develop-
mental orientation, share
similar perceptions on
many international and re-
gionalissues and are mem-
bers of the NAM.

through an “inclusive Syrian-led
political process” was viewed pos-
itively by the Assad regime. India
maintained its embassy even dur-
ing the peak of the crisis.

Monday's statement is a con-
tinuity in the approach — "inclu-
sive Syrian-led political process”
—that has been maintained by
New Delhi over the last 13 years
of Syrian conflict.

On Sunday, as the events un-
folded in Syria, sources in Delhi
said its embassy remained opera-
tional in Damascus. “The embassy
is in touch with all Indian nation-
als,and they are safe. The embassy
remains available to assist Indian
nationals in Syria,” said a source.

Aday before, New Delhiissued
a travel advisory and also urged
Indians residing in Syria toremain
in touch with the Indian embassy
in Damascus. “In view of the situ-
ation prevailing in Syria, Indian na-
tionals are advised to avoid all

travel to Syria until further notifica-
tion... Those who can, are advised
to leave by the earliest available
commercial flights and others are
requested to observe utmost pre-
caution about their safety and re-
strict theirmovements to the min-
imum,” the MEA said.

On Friday, India had said it is
closely following the situation in
Syriaand “taken note of the recent
escalation in fighting in the north
of the country”. MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said there
were nearly 90 Indian nationalsin
Syria, including 14 who were
working with various UN organi-
sations, and that the mission was
in close contact with them “for
their safety and security”.

India and Syria have enjoyed
friendly political relations based
on historic and civilizational links.
India’'s traditional support for
Arab causes notably the
Palestinian cause and for the re-
turn of the occupied Golan
Heights to Syria is appreciated
by the Syrians.

Assad too had maintained
positive ties with India; he vis-
ited New Delhi in 2008. He had
also taken a more nuanced
stance on Jammu and Kashmir,
and had always referred to the
dispute as India’s internal affair.
This ensured that successive
Indian governments had a
favourable attitude towards the
Syrian government led by Assad.
With his departure and the en-
try of the Islamist rebels — with
links to Al Qaeda — New Delhi is
cautious about the attitude of
the new players in the regime.

‘Deport them if you
want, but you can’t
let them die’: Omar
on Rohingya in J&K

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, DECEMBER 9

JAMMU and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Monday described the settle-
ment of the Rohingya people in
the UT as a “humanitarian dis-
pute” and made it clear that “they
cannot be made to starve and die
when they are here”. His remarks
came hours after B[P demandeda
CBI probe into the alleged illegal
settlement of Rohingya and
Bangladeshi nationals in J&K.

“Yahan thand se unko mar
nahi sakte ho (You cannot get let
them die in the cold here)”, he
said, asking the Government of
India to clarify as to what has to
be done with them. “Till they are
here, you have to take care of
them,” he added.

“Hamne unko yahan la ke
basaya nahi. Unko laya gaya, ya-
han basaya gaya (They have been
brought here and settled, but we
did not bring them here),” Omar
said. “Now if the Centre’s policy
(on them) has changed, it shall
take them back,” he said. “If you
(Centre) want to take them, then
take them. However, till they
(Rohingya) are here, they cannot
be treated like animals. They are
human beings and they shall be
treated like humans”.

Talking to media persons on
the sideline of a function, the CM
said: “If they have to be deported,
then deport them. If you can send

They were
brought
here and
settled: CM

themback, then send them and if
you cannot, then you cannot
make them starve and die here.”

Earlier in the day, the BJP
termed the alleged illegal settle-
ment of Rohingya and
Bangladeshi nationals in J&K “a
matter of security concern” and
urged Lt Governor Manoj Sinha
to order a CBI probe to identify
those involved in facilitating it.

Hitting out at the NC govern-
ment over remarks on providing
water connection to Rohingya
nationals, J&K BJP chief
spokesperson Sunil Sethi said
the illegal settlement in J&K, es-
pecially inJammu, which is only
a few kms away from Pakistan,
is a matter of security concern.

Making aferventappeal tothe
L-G to order a CBI inquiry to “in-
vestigate and identify personsin-
volved in bringing in and facilitat-
ing the settlement of Rohingyas
and Bangladeshi nationals in
Jammu”, Sethi said that “such per-
sons/elements should be booked
for anti-national activities and
punished”. “People should know
those showing sympathy with the
illegally settled foreign nationals
and advocating their cases in
courts,” he added.

Migrant Pandits’ group
files complaint against Iltija

Jammu: Youth 4 Panun Kashmir
(Y4PK), an organisation of mi-
grant Kashmiri Pandit youth,
here on Monday claimed to have
lodged a complaint with the
Delhi Police’s Cyber Crime Cell
against PDP leader Iltija Mufti for
her alleged “derogatory and in-
flammatory remarks”.
Pointing out that the com-
plaint has been filed by Vithal
Chowdhary, the Y4PK president,
a statement said that Iltija's re-
mark was "deeply offensive, is

aimed atinciting communal dis-
cord, and deliberately insults
Lord Rama, the Hindu religion
and its followers”. The complaint
cites Sections 302, 325, and 323
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023 and Section 67 of the IT Act.

Roots in Kashmir (RIK), an-
other prominent Kashmiri
Pandit organisation, welcomed
the Y4PK's move. RIK’s Amit
Raina said it will provide all as-
sistance to Chowdhary to ensure
IItija is booked. ENS



12 ;

TheIndianEXPRESS

« FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

AFTER ASSAD

Even as the world celebrates the fall of a tyrant, fingers remain
crossed on whether it will lead to a more pluralistic Syria

EW IN THE world, barring the ruling circles in Tehran and Moscow, will shed

a tear for the fall of the Assad dynasty that has ruled Syria with an iron fist for

more than half a century. Under Hafez and Bashar al Assad, Syria, one of the an-

cient and vibrant societies of the Levant, was turned into a brutal police-state
run by a small clique. Bashar’s collapse on Sunday — it took an 11-day offensive by rebel
groups — is a reminder that rule by dictators is “very strong”, until it is not. Back in 2011,
amid the Arab Spring, Bashar al Assad crushed the peaceful protests for change. Since
then, his rule had been under great stress.

Even as the world celebrates the fall of a tyrant, it is important to remember that it
does not take long for good news from the Middle East to turn bad. Everyone has their fin-
gers crossed on whether the new rulers in Damascus can keep their word on developing
amore pluralistic framework in Syria that respects minority rights and the enormous di-
versity of the nation. That the leader of the rebels who led the charge to Damascus, Abu
Mohammed al-Jawlani, was a former al Qaeda operative raises questions about whether
Syria might move from the tyrannical “secularism” of the Assads to an intolerant Islamist
authoritarianism. Nor is it clear if the different factions of the rebel groups that have taken
over Damascus will hang together in building a stable system of governance.

Adding to the massive domestic challenges is the role of external powers. It was the
Iranian and Russian interventions that helped Assad stay in power at enormous cost to
the Syrian people. Over the last few days, Tehran and Moscow, distracted by battles else-
where, gave up on the dictator. Having been the biggest supporter of the Assad regime,
Iranis undoubtedly the biggest loser. The loss of Syria punctures a big hole in the “axis of
resistance” that Tehran had constructed against Israel. With a new regime in Damascus,
Tehran loses its access to Syria and Lebanon. It is not clear if Russia can retain the air and
naval bases it had acquired in Syria under the new regime; but unlike Tehran, Moscow re-
tains some diplomatic leverage as a permanent member of the UNSC. Turkey is a major
winner, having backed the rebel forces, and has ambitions to expand its influence in Syria
and the broader Levant region. Although Israel is pleased to see Assad go, it would be
wary of Syria falling into the hands of the extremist groups that could target Tel Aviv with
renewed vigour. The moderate Arab states like Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates would not want to see radical Islamic groups destabilising the region. In
Delhi, there is a lingering attachment to the Assad dynasty that had backed Delhi inits dis-
putes with Islamabad over the decades. But the bells have tolled for the Assad dynasty.
Delhi, whose stakes in the region are growing by the day, has no time to waste on senti-
mentalism; it must think of the post-Assad Middle East in broader strategic terms rather
than the distorting prism of the competition with Pakistan.

A HOT WINTER

Record temperature levels in 2024 signal deepening of
climate crisis. Policymakers have their task cut out

T'S ALLBUT certain that 2024 will be the warmest year on record. Latest data from
the EU’s Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S) show that last November was
the 16th month in a 17-month period when the average global temperature rise
was more than 1.5 degrees Celsius above the pre-Industrial Revolution period. The
Paris Pact commits its 196 signatories to keep global heating to below 1.5 degrees to limit
the impact of climate disasters. The world came close to breaching that threshold last year.
With the temperature rise in the first 11 months of 2024 exceeding 1.6 degrees, C3S warns
that there will be a default on the Paris benchmark this year. That does not yet mean a con-
travention of the landmark climate treaty — its implementation is measured over at least
adecade. But reversing temperature trends will require sustained action on several fronts.

Meteorologists had anticipated global temperatures to come down a tad this year af-
ter the planet heated to a record level in 2023. Their forecasts were hinged on the cooling
effects of the La Nina, which was initially expected to set in around July and then in October.
La Nina can only be confirmed if the Oceanic Nifio Index consistently drops to at least -0.5
degrees. This threshold has not been met so far this year, leaving scientists perplexed — the
US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has admitted to being “spooked”.
Only twice in the past 75 years has La Nina set in later than October. Experts reckon that
the La Nina will be weak even if it arrives mid-winter. The Australian Bureau of Meteorology
estimates that it could even be delayed till February 2025. From affecting crop cycles and
energy use to having a bearing on local pollution to increasing the vagaries of extreme
weather events, the behaviour of this oceanic phenomenon poses a new climate-related
challenge. Policymakers will have to prepare for the economic ramifications and scien-
tists and Met bodies will have to work together to refine forecasting models.

Close on the heels of C3S’s announcement on November temperatures, the Swiss Re
Institute — the academic wing of the eponymous insurance major — released a report
on the economic costs of extreme weather events. It estimated that climate vagaries cost
the world $320 billion this year, 25 per cent more than the average over the past decade.
Meteorological extremes do not necessarily have to develop into disaster risks. Mitigation
of GHG emissions and adaptation to weather vagaries hold the key to a climate-resilient
world. If the record of post-Paris CoPs is any indication, national governments and global
policymaking agencies have their task cut out.

CHOCOLATE, COFFEE, REALITY

Pantone’s colour of the year for 2025 — Mocha Mousse —
speaks simultaneously of indulgence and the everyday

ORGET FAIRYTALES. IF there is one rags-to-riches story worth telling, it is that
of the colour brown. For the first time since Pantone began its colour trend fore-
casting in 1999, a shade of brown — Mocha Mousse — has been chosen as its
colour of the year 2025. The fact that this “warming, brown hue imbued with
richness” has been picked as the tone that will define the coming year is one of fashion’s
one-of-a-kind moments. Brown has risen fromits common association with swamps and
slush to represent “quiet luxury” and, in the case of Mocha Mousse, “delectable qualities
of chocolate and coffee”. Perhaps this is the demure response to Charli XCX's “Brat Green”.

The internet is agog. Some complain about this “boring” choice while others specu-
late on the consumer trends that will champion the cause of the hitherto unremarkable
brown. At a time when storytelling shapes marketing strategies and entire films are ded-
icated to increasing sales (hello Barbie and The Lego Movie), rest assured, luxury brands
will release more tans, more walnut browns, more beige.

And yet, when Pantone began the colour of the year programme, it was meant to be ed-
ucational — “to draw attention to the relationship between culture and colour” and pro-
mote the “language of colour” to describe the world. While its previous picks have largely
been staid, with shades of blue and pink dominating the roster — 2024’s “Peach Fuzz” also
fought allegations of bias against non-White people — Mocha Mousse defies status quo.
Brown, with its many textures and tones, denotes diversity. Brown is also the colour of re-
ality: In a world reeling under wars and climate change, what could be more representa-
tive, than brown? And then, on a foggy winter morning, there’s no greater comfort thana
well-worn brown cashmere shawl and a steaming mug of hot chocolate.
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WORDLY WISE
I FOUND I COULD SAY THINGS WITH COLOR AND
SHAPES THAT I COULDN'T SAY ANY OTHER WAY.
— GEORGIA O’KEEFFE

A point of no return

Will Syria and the wider Middle East be better off
without Assad? There are no easy answers

P R KUMARASWAMY

IN A SWIFT and unpredictable operation,
rebel forces have overrun Damascus and top-
pled the Assad regime. In a matter of days, fol-
lowing the fall of Aleppo, the second largest
city, the fate of President Bashar al-Assad was
sealed in the early hours of Sunday. Indeed,
his ancestral hometown, Qardaha in the
Latakia Province in the northwest — where
his father Hafez and brother Basil were buried
in the family mausoleum — was already un-
der the control of the rebel forces.

Assad became the last of the Arab leaders
to be toppled following domestic unrestin the
city of Daraa, closer to the Jordanian border,
on March 6, 2011. For over a decade, he sur-
vived, primarily due to the commitment and
loyalty of the Assad-Army-Alawite triumvi-
rate, and they swam together and survived.
When this proved insufficient to counter
dozens of rebel forces supported by various
regional and extra-regional powers, Assad
reached out for military help from Iran, Russia
and Hezbollah. The decade-long active
Russian intervention, which began in
September 2015, shored up the beleaguered
Assad regime and also prevented the interna-
tional community, especially the United
Nations, from actively intervening in ending
the civil war. For their part, Iranian and
Hezbollah fighters fought alongside govern-
ment forces to recover and restrain rebel gains.

During this period, some Arab countries
were critical of Assad for not “listening” to the
voices of Syrians and for prioritising personal
survival over the larger interest of Syria. The
persistence of the Assad regime resulted in
the Syrian expulsion from the Arab League in
November 2011; however, the survival of
Assad resulted in the League revoking its de-
cision in May 2023, signalling the Syrian re-
turn to the Arab fold. In recent months, sev-
eral Arab countries, including Saudi Arabiaand
the UAE, began courting Syria, and they even
hosted President Assad. The restoration of
Iran-Saudi Arabia relations — mediated by
China in March 2023 — partly improved the

Assad became the last of the
Arab leaders to be toppled
following domestic unrest in
the city of Daraa, closer to
the Jordanian border, on
March 6, 2011. For over a
decade, he survived,
primarily due to the
commitment and loyalty of
the Assad-Army-Alawite
triumvirate, and they swam
together and survived.
When this proved
insufficient to counter
dozens of rebel forces
supported by various
regional and extra-regional
powers, Assad reached out

for military help from Iran,
Russia and Hezbollah.

situation. However, weekend events have rad-
ically altered the situation in Syria and beyond.

The end of the Bashar regime comes
against the backdrop of a volatile and highly
charged Middle Eastern order following the
October 7, 2023, terror attacks by Hamas
against Israel. One, despite the huge civilian
casualties, hardships and widespread inter-
national criticism, Israel’s military strategy
brought some tangible, radical and tectonic
shifts. There is considerable destruction and
downgrading of the terror infrastructure of
Hamas and Hezbollah, marked by the
elimination of key figures of the militant
groups, including Ismail Haniyeh, Hassan
Nasrallah and Yahya Sinwar. These meas-
ures might not have completely eliminated
the threats facing Israel, but the military ca-
pabilities of Hamas and Hezbollah are
significantly downgraded.

Two, the military weakening of Hezbollah
was accompanied by its unpopularity over its
parallel foreign policy at the behest of Iran.
This led to considerable resentment against
the group within Lebanon and forced the Shia
militant group to accept a temporary cease-
fire with Israel. Among others, the ceasefire
deal called for the pullback of Hezbollah mil-
itants beyond the Litani River or about 30 km
north of the Israel-Lebanon border. Hezbollah
was able to overrule this demand in the past,
but not under current circumstances.
Moreover, the involvement of Hezbollah in
the Syrian civil war was unpopular both in-
side Syria and Lebanon, and the latter ended
up hosting over 1.5 million Syrian refugees,
who account for nearly 25 per cent of the
Lebanese population. In the eyes of several
Lebanese civilians, by rallying around and
fighting for the unpopular Assad regime,
Hezbollah has directly contributed to the in-
flux of Syrian refugees. The Lebanese discon-
tent over the Syrian civil war, some believe,
contributed to the intelligence leaks that re-
sulted in the Israeli assassination of Nasrallah
last September.

Three, the Islamic Republic of Iran, which
leads the anti-Israeli forces in the Middle East
under the banner of the Axis of Resistance,
is internally weakened. Dispelling regional
fears and contrary to its public rhetoric,
Tehran chose not to respond to the October
26 Israeli strike believed to have been car-
ried out by 100 fighter jets against 20 Iranian
targets. Asking its proxies to pursue resist-
ance while maintaining strategic silence sig-
nals the weakness of the Iranian strategy. Its
options are extremely limited in light of the
military defeats and setbacks suffered by its
proxies. In the wake of Donald Trump’s elec-
tion, even Houthis are signalling friendly
overtures. These are manifested in the inter-
nal debates taking place in Iran. President
Masoud Pezeshkian represents the prag-
matic wing that opposes and resists a more
activist and militant strategy pursued by the
clergy-dominated hardliners in Tehran.

There are initial signs that the forces of
[ranian Revolutionary Guards are already
pulling out of Syria. Indeed, literally hours
before the rebel takeover, the Iranian offi-
cials left their mission in Damascus.
Moreover, while providing political asylum
to Assad, Russia is preoccupied with Ukraine
and is unable to shore up additional support
for Assad.

With the collapse of the Assad regime,
two things are certain. One, Syria, as we have
known it geographically since the end of
World War I1, is no longer possible. Two,
Bashar Assad destroyed the lasting legacy of
his father: Political stability. As Defence
Minister Hafez lost the Golan Heights to
Israel in 1967, and now, President Bashar lost
the whole country to the rebels, some of
whom are ideologically closer to the xeno-
phobic ISIS. Will Syria and the wider Middle
East be better off without Assad? There are
no easy answers, but most probably not.

The writer teaches contemporary Middle
East at Jawaharlal Nehru University

DIGNITY AT 'THE END

As spectre of ageing population looms, India can no longer neglect palliative care

HArRMALA GUPTA

DYING WITH DIGNITY is one of the most vex-
ing challenges we face today. The recent pas-
sage of a bill in the House of Commons in
Britain highlights this concern. A cry has been
raised by a section of its citizenry, which is
resonating across the globe, asking for as-
sisted dying for themselves and for their loved
ones in the face of unbearable suffering.

Data from Oregon — it was the first state
to legalise assisted dying for the terminally
illin 1997 — shows that two-thirds of those
who asked for help to die last year had can-
cer. Not surprisingly, the main reasons for
patients to seek this recourse are loss of
dignity, fear of becoming a burden, inade-
quate pain control and the financial impli-
cations of continuing treatment. What
should also set alarm bells ringing is that
research published in the JAMA Network
Open suggests that among all cancer sur-
vivors, male adolescents and young adults
(15-39) not only have the highest rate of
death by suicide but that this rate has in-
creased three-fold in recent years.

We have been let down by our policy-
makers, legislators, administrators, med-
ical institutions and practitioners, the judi-
cial and health systems and society at large.
The debate in the House of Commons
brought these shortcomings sharply into
focus with demands for more investment
of government resources in palliative care.
It was shocking to hear that in the UK, con-
sidered the mother of the modern hospice
and palliative care movement, hospices
have had to shut down because they de-
pend primarily on funds from charity.
Accessible, affordable and compassionate
palliative care can save many lives.

Based on our 28 years of
experience looking after
patients with serious health-
related suffering, there is no
doubt in our mind that
palliative care must be
universally available and
made part of the public
healthcare system. With
non-communicable diseases
on the rise and the prospect
of an ageing population
looming large, we must act
now. We can not afford to
neglect this aspect of care as
what are now isolated cries
for assistance in dying

are likely to become a
chorus. For India, this

will be disastrous.

At CanSupport, we can testify to this. We
have had a few people with terminal cancer
who had suicidal intentions but once their
issues were sorted out, not only did they
continue to live well but they also died with
dignity. This is what palliative care achieves
by focusing on the physical, psycho-social,
spiritual and financial needs of patients and
their caregivers.

Yet, this care is accessible to less than 4
per cent of those who need it. It is largely pro-
vided by NGOs that suffer from a paucity of
funds and face a number of hurdles, espe-
cially procuring a licence for oral morphine,
the drug of choice for unremitting cancer
pain. Our laws must also ensure that advance
medical directives or living wills are executed
and complied with.

Recently, the Supreme Court of India dis-
allowed parents from removing the feeding
tube of a 30-year-old who had been in a vege-
tative state for 11 long years after suffering a
head injury. The parents pleaded that they
could no longer afford to look after their son.
Such demands are notisolated and are a symp-
tom of our callous indifference to suffering.

When CanSupport heard of this fam-
ily’s plight, our palliative care team visited
them and discussed with the parents how
best to look after their bedridden son, as
well as answering queries which had
never been addressed.

Based on our 28 years of experience look-
ing after patients with serious health-related
suffering, there is no doubt in our mind that
palliative care must be universally available
and made part of the public healthcare sys-
tem. With non-communicable diseases on
the rise and the prospect of an ageing popu-

lation looming large, we must act now. We
can not afford to neglect this aspect of care
as what are now isolated cries for assistance
in dying are likely to become a chorus. For
India, this will be disastrous.

Unlike parts of the Western world, we
are a highly stratified society. The potential
misuse of a law on assisted dying, despite
guardrails, would be immense. Marginal
and vulnerable populations who are finan-
cially dependent on family members and
the state are likely to be disproportionately
affected. Developments in Canada after the
legalisation of Medical Assistance in Dying
(MAID) testify to this.

Not only has MAID become a slippery
slope, with calls now being made to include
more sections of the population in its ambit,
but Canadian healthcare workers believe
that the provision of accessible and quality
healthcare services for those most vulnera-
ble is beginning to deteriorate, pushing them
in the direction of MAID. In view of this, a
coalition of disability rights organisations in
Canada have filed a Charter challenge against
the so-called track two of the MAID law,
which allows individuals to seek MAID even
whendeath is not reasonably foreseeable. In
the UK, too, the British Medical Association
has expressed its unease with a law that
would require doctors to offer assisted sui-
cide to their patients.

Palliative and hospice care offer the tools
to prevent serious health-related suffering.
The question is, do we have the commitment
and necessary foresight to use them with
wisdom and compassion?

The writer is founder-president, CanSupport
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STILL HAZARDOUS

ALTHOUGH SEVEN DAYS have passed since
the leakage of the poisonous gas that killed
2,000, the technicians and chemists working
round the clock have not been able to decide
on a safe method to dispose of the remaining
30 tonnes of Methyl Isocyanate. Experts are
reportedly concerned that although nitrogen
is being provided to purge the deadly MIC, if it
is kept for too long, a rise in temperature may
lead to another leakage.

TEHRAN AIRPORT CRISIS

IRAN DECLARED A state of emergency at
Tehran’s Mehrabad Airport after hijackers

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

holding a Kuwaiti airline threatened to blow it
up. The four Arab hijackers, who are demand-
ing the release of 17 prisoners from Kuwaiti
prisons, killed four of their hostages, includ-
ing two Americans, in the earlier five days of
the hijack drama.

WORKERS IN DANGER

THOUSANDS OF WORKERS in Faridabad may
be dying a slow death after inhaling toxic gases
continuously emitted by chemical factoriesin
the industrial area. The Haryana government
is treating the chemical factory owners with
kid-gloves because they claim to have “con-
nections” at the highest political level. Chlorine

and acidic effluents emitted by the factories
have caused extensive damage to electric, wa-
ter and sewerage installations in the area.

TAMIL MILITANTS STRIKE

WITH THE TAMIL militants in northern Sri
Lanka stepping up their activities and the
army indulging in retaliatory attacks on the
civilian Tamil population, the picture is one of
“slow genocide” of the Tamils. The imposition
of a42-hour curfew in three northern districts
indicates that either something big, other than
the hijacking of three oil tankers by Tamil mil-
itants, has happened or that the army is
preparing for a major onslaught.
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The diminution of a party

At least three sets of red lines were crossed by Akal Takht's public

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

SOMETHING DEEPLY TROUBLING is hap-
pening in Punjab. And it is not just the con-
demnable bid on the life of Akali leader
Sukhbir Singh Badal. The manner in which
the Akal Takht has intervened to resolve the
crisis of the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) raises
deeper political and legal-constitutional is-
sues that must not be glossed over. When
we face nothing short of a dismantling of
the secular republic, we cannot afford to be
casual or selective about such issues.

The facts of the case are straightforward.
The SAD faces an existential crisis following
a series of electoral debacles, ever since the
younger Badal inherited his father’s politi-
cal legacy and courted serious charges of
misgovernance, corruption and political in-
eptitude. This led to a full-blown rebellion
within the party that threatened its disinte-
gration. This is when the Akal Takht, the
highest religious authority of the Sikhs,
stepped in. It summoned Sukhbir Badal, in-
terrogated him publicly on allegations
against his government and his leadership of
the party. He was sentenced to a symbolic
seva at the Golden Temple and a committee
was appointed to restructure the party. The
attempt on Sukhbir Badal’s life, thankfully
averted by an alert policeman, happened
when he was serving his sentence.

Now, some of this is perfectly under-
standable. A robust political articulation of
regional concerns is the glue that binds
many border states to the Indian union.
Therefore, an effective marginalisation and
possible extinction of a regional political
force like the SAD in a sensitive state like
Punjab should be a matter of concern.

Its absence from the political spectrum
would hurt India as well as Punjab. Such a
vacuum may spawn extremist voices out-
side democratic politics. Besides, a signifi-
cant section of Sikhs inside and outside
Punjab still nurse the wounds of 1984, espe-
cially since nothing has happened against
the guilty. The presence of the SAD in state
and national politics, with all its flaws and
failures, is a soothing signal to the commu-
nity. Also, there is no doubt that Badal Jr has
not inherited the political sagacity, tact and
popularity of his father. He has been driv-
ing the party downhill. Someone needed to
intervene to stem this free fall.

This much makes sense. But the real is-
sues are: Who could have, or should have,
intervened in this matter? Was it appropri-
ate for the Akal Takht to intervene and arbi-
trate? And, was it appropriate for the SAD
to submit itself to the supreme command
of the Akal Takht? This is not an internal
matter of a party or of a community or be-
tween a party and some religious leaders.
There are at least three sets of red lines that
seem to have been crossed here.

First of all, there is a regress of the SAD
from a regional party to a party of one reli-
gious community. The SAD originated as a
panthic organisation that has its roots in a

interrogation of Sukhbir Singh Badal, and sentencing

religious reform movement. But following
the successful return of the SAD to power
in the post-terrorism days, the Akali Dal
made a big shiftin 1996 in its Moga conven-
tion from being a “panthic” party to being a
Punjabi party, from areligious-regional toa
purely regional entity. While the SAD con-
tinued to mainly represent Sikh interests,
over the years it offered membership and
leadership positions to many Hindus. The
message of the latest developments is loud
and clear: It is a party of and for the panth,
of the majority Sikh community in Punjab,
accountable to its religious establishment.
If we accept this, how do we critique those
who wish to run this country as per the
wishes of the majority Hindu community?
The second issue is about constitutional
propriety. How can a registered and recog-
nised political party, thatis required to take
a pledge of secularism, submit itself to the
supreme command of a religious author-
ity? Obviously, the constitution of the SAD,
mandated for all parties under the law, does
not mention the Akal Takht as the arbiter of
its internal disputes. Now, a political party
should be free to take its ideological guid-
ance and advice from outside the party.
There is nothing anyone can do if a party
leadership seeks informal advice from re-
ligious leaders. Indeed, there are parties that
are known to be tied to caste or religious or-
ganisations and that take their guidance.
But here we are speaking of a formal trial
conducted in full public view and a binding
judgment. How does that sit with the role of
a political party that competes for consti-
tutional office? How does anyone, then,
question the role of the RSS in running the
affairs of the BJP and its governments?
Finally, there are serious concerns about
the propriety of the Akal Takht interfering in
political matters. The Akal Takht is not justa
spiritual institution of a religious commu-
nity,independent of law and state, that exer-
cises moral authority. The jathedars of the
Akal Takht are appointed and removed by
the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) established by the law of
theland. Needless to say, the Sikh Gurdwaras
Act, 1925 nowhere authorises the SGPC or

The SAD originated as a
panthic organisation that has
its roots in a religious reform
movement. But following the
successful return of the SAD
to power in the post-
terrorism days, the Akali Dal
made a big shift in 1996 in its
Moga convention from being
a ‘panthic’ party to being a
Punjabi party, and from a
religious-regional to a purely
regional entity. While the
SAD continued to mainly
represent Sikh interests, over
the years it offered
membership and leadership
positions to many Hindus.
The message of the latest
developments is loud and
clear: Itis a party of and for
the panth, of the majority
Sikh community in Punjab,
accountable to its religious
establishment. If we accept
this, how do we critique those
who wish to run this country
as per the wishes of the
majority Hindu community?

CR Sasikumar

anyone appointed by it to interfere in poli-
tics. The Akal Takht is there to offer guidance
to the community in faith-related matters.
And if both parties agree, it may adjudicate or
arbitrate in social disputes. There have been
questions about its authority to “excommu-
nicate” members of the community. Former
Union Home Minister Buta Singh was ex-
communicated for his alleged complicity in
rebuilding Harmandir Sahib without involv-
ing the community following Operation Blue
Star. Surjit Singh Barnala, then the CM of
Punjab, was punished by the Akal Takht for
ordering the police to enter the Gurdwara.
These were controversial but borderline
cases, way backin the pastand pertaining to
religious matters.

The present case is qualitatively differ-
ent, and crosses the red line. The public trial
of Sukhbir Badal was political. Only one of
the many questions formally posed by the
Akal Takht to him related to a religious is-
sue, namely his mishandling of the “be-ad-
abi” (desecration) of the holy Granth.
Everything else pertained to his role in gov-
ernment and as leader of the party that af-
fected the “panth”. Of course, the Akali Dal
and its leaders have no issues with it; they
must have sought this intervention. Yet that
does not answer how this purely religious
institution acquired the authority to order
the restructuring of a political party. If this
is acceptable, what’s wrong with Gurmeet
Ram Rahim Singh of Dera Sacha Sauda in-
structing his followers to vote for the BJP?

Worse, would this action not reduce the
Akal Takht to the level of any political en-
tity, subject to the same kind of public
scrutiny and mud-slinging that any political
body exposes itself to? Would the Akal
Takht now fall back upon the “piri-miri”
doctrine that argues for non-separation of
religious and political authority for the Sikh
community? If this holds for the Sikhs, how
can the BJP not invoke it to defend the toxic
intrusion of babas, yogis and swamis that it
has unleashed into the body politic?

The writer is member, Swaraj India and
national convenor of Bharat Jodo Abhiyaan.
Views are personal

Death of empathy

Hard ethnic lines in Manipur have led to a narrowing of the public sphere

G AMARJIT SHARMA

WOMEN AND CHILDREN, languishing as in-
ternally displaced people (IDPs), were killed
and thrown in the river. Awoman was burnt
alive in her house. Another woman was shot
dead while harvesting in a paddy field. The
latest episode of violence in the Jiribam dis-
trict of Manipur in November accentuated
the deeply precarious condition of people in
the state since the beginning of violence in
May 2023. Several such brutal killings can be
cited in the last 17 months of Manipur vio-
lence. Why do horrific killings not lead to col-
lective ethical actions against violence and
redefine our politics? Judith Butler,
renowned philosopher and gender theorist,
maintains that the precariousness of life and
vulnerabilities of the body due to pain and
grief potentially enable us to see one another
as equals, leading to collective ethical actions.
But what we see in Manipur is different.
There is a need to deliberate on the state of
brutal politics, the seeming death of collec-
tive grief and the absence of ethical action
against violence.

On November 14, the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) announced the exten-
sion of the Armed Forces (Special Powers)
Act (AFSPA)in six police station limits in five
districts of Manipur on the ground of
“volatile” situation and “active participation
of insurgent groups in heinous acts of
crime”. In effect, to the contrary, the exten-
sion of AFSPA has gone down as an instru-

ment to deepen an already divided society
and geographies. The extension signifies not
only the continuity of extraordinary laws
but also the institution of an extraordinar-
ily fragile civil life. It is reminiscent of the ex-
perience of violence in postcolonial north-
east India and the popular movement
against it based on the values of right to life
and justice. One would expect that the ex-
perience of the struggle would have deep-
ened respect for each other's lives and dig-
nity. What we see is the opposite. The
brutality that such people’s struggles criti-
cised and challenged in the past has become
part of the divisive politics.

Insurgency has not ended. The state's im-
punity too, has now apparently extended ex-
tra-judicially to various nodal power centres
in society. Civil society groups that domi-
nated rights politics and challenged military
forces' unmitigated powers have fallen silent.
Instead, groups that seemingly have a sym-
biotic relationship with ambiguous state and
non-state powers dominate the public dis-
course. In the past year-and-half of the vio-
lence, civilian groups freely roamed fully
armed, almost hijacking public life in the
name of ethnic demands or territorial iden-
tity. In this context, one wonders where the
state is. In the official state narrative, thereis
arendering of the state as a third-party me-
diator, ascribing current violence entirely as
aresult of inter-community “historical” hos-

tilities on land and identity. The reality is that
while the state fails to act swiftly, armed
groups enjoy impunity against punishment
for crimes they have committed. The sover-
eign is there. But it is not exercising its writs
effectively to end the violence.

Paraphrasing philosopher Walter
Benjamin's critique of violence, violent eth-
nic politics institutes political order, and vi-
olence conserves ethnic politics. Such poli-
tics determines who is and who is not, who
belongs and who does not in an ethnic en-
closure. This politics does not allow us to see
vulnerability as an equal experience. It tends
to privilege one vulnerability over another.
Precarity of life and weaknesses are politi-
cally ghettoised and not equally seen and ex-
perienced. When people mobilise against the
extension of AFSPA, other sections of society
feel the necessity of the Act in all districts of
Manipur. One individual death is the death of
a community, while another community is
regarded as the perpetrator. While a section
of the people feel the protection of security
forces, others feel insecurity from the same
security forces. While one feels the state’s
complicity in the violence, the other feels the
protection of the state. The state is differently
felt, accessed, and interpreted.

In this precarious circumstance, there is
a widespread incapacity to share pain and
suffering in Manipur. While fighting in the
name of ethnic nationhood and territorial

identity, debates and discussion on public
order and civility on matters of life and
death have stopped. Across communities,
anyone who speaks against the self-deter-
mined politics of territorial identity or au-
tonomous ethnic identity is silenced or
threatened. Ever since violence erupted in
May 2023, the unspoken dictum is to speak
only to defend your community, or to keep
silent. Many feel that long years of self-de-
termination movements have almost be-
come ploys for those who want to preserve
political influence or create their own
spheres of influence. The unfortunate re-
sult is the death of the public conscience
and that of a critical public sphere.

However, that does not mean one should
stop thinking against and beyond the vio-
lence. The violent disruption in daily lives,
anxiety, uncertainty, and brutal politics can
be looked at as critical to rethink our selves
and our politics. Taking such moments as
those that enable collective moral action, at
least for a people who have a shared history
of violence in postcolonial northeast India,
is not political naivete. There is still a silent
moral collective that thinks against violence
and ruthless politics. The time has come to
give space to such a collective.

The writer teaches at the Special Centre for
the Study of North East India, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The ongoing crisis, playing out against the backdrop of the Malaysian freeze on
recruitment of new foreign workers earlier in the year, shows the urgency of

addressing procedural bottlenecks and irregularities to better protect the interests
of our workers.” — THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

In Sri Lanka, a
delicate negotiation

NPP’s ability to bring about reconciliation
between ethnic communities depends on
relieving economic pressures

by the crosscurrents of an unravelling
global order. Many observers have
tended to accuse Sri Lanka of creating its
own problems. That included the succes-
sive failures of the majority leadership to
address the concerns of minority com-
munities. But today, the country’s expo-
sure to external dangers reflects the
growing weight of foreign over domes-
tic politics in constraining or enabling
democratic outcomes.

- The NPP government is bound to face
economic disruptions and geopolitical
manoeuvres. It must prepare the country
and take decisive action to manage the
shocks. Trade volatility could undermine
essential imports while global interest
rate hikes may further aggravate Sri
Lanka’s debt crisis.

In this context, how would regional
powers at loggerheads, such as India and
China, deal with a Sri Lankan foreign pol-
icy of neutrality? Sri Lanka was at the
centre of the Non-Aligned Movement in
the 1960s and 1970s. Unlike that mo-
ment, there appears to be little appetite
for a similar coalition of countries in the
Global South today. The NPP government
will have to weigh the value of economic
support from major powers and the po-
litical cost of aligning too closely with
any of them.

The determining factor is Sri Lanka’s
development trajectory, including sources
of development financing and its trade re-
lationships. The new government should
seek investments that align with a new
development plan that can defend peo-
ple’s living standards and rejuvenate
livelihoods. Sri Lanka must be able to use
international funding to make its own de-
cisions about how to sustain its people.

That approach stands in stark contrast
to the recent focus of funding mega infra-
structure projects, which have been ac-
companied by speculation in luxury ur-
ban real estate. Moreover, Sri Lanka must
build strategic complementarities
through trade, rather than being told to
liberalise its economy willy-nilly. The lat-
ter would only put further strain on the
balance of payments.

Accordingly, a change in external en-
gagement is urgently needed. India played
a major role in providing Sri Lanka a life-
line during the Covid-19 pandemic and
related economic woes. But India’s bridge
financing came with the assertion thatan
IMF agreement was the only way out. The
IMF programme and its ongoing auster-
ity measures are going to be perhaps the
biggest challenge for the new govern-
ment. There is tremendous pressure from
the West and India to stay the course.

The IMF path is bound to create a
tremendous backlash given the social suf-
fering. The NPP leadership’s ability to
bring about reconciliation between Sri
Lanka’s ethnic communities depends on
relieving the economic pressures on ordi-
nary people. If the new government fails,
it would create room for xenophobic
forces that would also feed into the al-
ready unstable global order.
Consequently, the choice is clear.
Dissanayake and his government should
be given the space to act on the people’s
mandate for change in Sri Lanka.

i
—

AHILAN KADIRGAMAR AND
DEVAKA GUNAWARDENA

SRI LANKA HAS witnessed a major polit-
ical shift in recent months. Anura Kumara
Dissanayake of the National People’s
Power (NPP) coalition won the presiden-
tial election held on September 21. It was
the first time a candidate from neither of
the two major parties that have ruled Sri
Lanka since independence, or their off-
shoots, became president. Then, on
November 14, the NPP won a
landslide victory in parliament. It won
over two thirds of the seats, a number un-
precedented under the system of
proportional representation.

Consequently, the centre-left NPP gov-
ernment now has a tremendous mandate.
Will it push back against the IMF austerity
programme and provide relief to the peo-
ple while rebuilding the economy in the
aftermath of Sri Lanka’s worst economic
crisis since independence? And canit find
the political will for constitutional
changes to abolish the authoritarian ex-
ecutive presidency and share power with
minority communities?

The NPP draws its strength from the
powerful uprising against President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa in 2022 for his fail-
ure to address the economic crisis. Across
the ethnic divide, people are focused on
their livelihoods. This has opened the
space to challenge the polarising but mu-
tually dependent Sinhala Buddhist and
Tamil nationalisms. Indeed, the most sur-
prising outcome of the parliamentary
elections was that for the first time a na-
tional party has won the electorates in the
Tamil nationalist stronghold of the
Northern Province.

The results represent a break with the
past. The NPP’s chief constituent party,
the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP),
has a problematic history complicit with
Sinhala nationalism. Its insurrection in
the late 1980s opposed the Indo-Lanka
Accord and devolution of power. It fur-
ther joined a coalition with the govern-
ment led by Mahinda Rajapaksa during
the last phase of the civil war. These ac-
tions have raised concerns about the
party’s position on minorities.

Since the end of the war in 2009, the
JVP has embraced a range of democratic
causes. However, it has stayed relatively
silent on ethnicissues, gesturing towards
national harmony rather than advancing
power sharing with minorities.
Nevertheless, with its victories in the re-
cent elections, the NPP leadership has
made it clear that it is increasingly open
to engaging with minority communities,
especially in the North, East, and Hill
Country. That includes promising the re-
lease of lands occupied by the military in
the war-torn regions. Given its own pop-
ularity in the South, it has the latitude to
undertake these measures.

In this context, the NPP’s ability to
pursue efforts towards reconciliation are
not solely determined by forces within
Sri Lanka. The country is now buffeted

Kadirgamar is a political economist and
senior lecturer, University of Jaffna.
Gunawardena is a political economist and
research fellow with the Social Scientists’
Association in Sri Lanka

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

caninject much-needed capital into the
Indian economy, we must proceed with
caution, particularly in sectors like
telecommunications that have security
concerns. Small and medium enterprises
are likely to struggle against the lower
costs and higher quality of Chinese prod-
ucts, potentially disrupting the “Make in
India” initiative. A graded opening of the
economy to China must be the way.
Vijai Pant, Hempur

SHORTAGE BURDEN

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘ATB warn-
ing’'(IE, December9).India’s progress in
addressing TB will be jeopardised if there
isa shortage of drugs. The government’s
failure to provide the necessary medica-
tion can lead to a catastrophic number
of TB cases. There are pre-existing issues
that the country needs toresolve, includ-
ing structural, psychosocial, and clinical
barriers. For instance, there are trans-
portation challenges and time and
money problems that come in the way
of distributing medication. A shortage of
TB drugs will burden the healthcare sys-
tem, increase susceptibility, and render
the 2025 target of eliminating TB impos-

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Unfreezing
ties’ (IE, December 9). S Jaishankar’s re-
cent statement in Parliament regarding
India-China relations is a significant ar-
ticulation of India’s position on the bilat-
eral relationship. While his comments

sible to accomplish. underscore the importance of resolving
LRMurmu, New Delhi ~ border disputes and maintaining peace

in sensitive areas, the effectiveness of

TREAD CAUTIOUSLY such statements depends on the willing-

ness of both nations to engage. The min-
ister’s emphasis on India’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity reflects a firm
stance. However, lasting progress requires
more than rhetoric; it demands tangible
action. Confidence-building measures,
strengthened communication channels,
and mutual respect for each other’s con-
cerns are prerequisites to ease tensions.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Unfreezing
ties’ (IE, December 9). The impending
change in geopolitics, coupled with the
apparent slowdown of the Chinese econ-
omy, has compelled Beijing to initiate a
broader dialogue with Delhi. Indian in-
dustries depend heavily on China for
technological parts, raw materials, and
machinery. While Chinese investments
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I.KM. MRIDULA SHUKLA,W/0O-
RAJESHWAR TRIPATHI,R/O-
PLOT NO-641,SECOND FLOOR
NITI-KHAND-1 INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABAD,UP-201014. HAVE
CHANGE MY NAMETO
MRIDULA TRIPATHI,FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040762989-4

IMohammad Owais Riaz,S/0
Riaz Ahmed,R/0
House.N0.2872-74 third-Floor,
Main Bazar Kucha
Chelan,Darya Ganj,Delhi-
110002,have changed my name
to Mohammad Owais
permanently

0040762989-8

l,Lakshita jain,D/o Raj kumar
Pahwa,3409 Upper Ground-
Floor,Mahindra Park,Rani
Bagh, Delhi-110034,have
changed my name LAKSHITA
PAHWA Permanently.

0040762989-2

ILVEER PAL,S/0-LATE AMRIT
SINGH,R/0-H.NO.91/188,JATAV
BASTIVILLAGE-CHILLA,
SARONDA KHADAR, DELHI-
110091,informthatin
my,daughter’s name(SIRSTY)
wrongly-written in her school
records.Her correct nameis
SRISHTI,for all,future
purposes.

0040762949-6

1,Sunil S/O Nathu Ram,R/0 Shop
No. K-26-27, Wazir Pur,J J
Colony,Delhi-
110052,have,changed my,name
to Sunil Rathor for,all
Purposes.

0040762990-3

I,Suhail Ahmed Khanday, S/0-
Bashir Ahmed Khanday, RO-
Tazipora,Tehsil/District-
Kulgam.ln my school records
the name of my father has
been wrongly mentioned as
Bashir Ahmad Khanday
instead of Bashir Ahmed
Khanday.lt needs
correction.Objections be filled
to CBSE authorities withina
week.

0020485644-1

I,Khushal S/o Raj kumar
Pahwa,3409 Upper Ground
Floor,Mahindra Park,Rani
Bagh, Delhi-110034,Have
changed my name KHUSHAL
PAHWA Permanently.

0040762989-1

I, Sakshi Gulia W/o-Srikant
Mathur R/0-H.No0.258, Koko
Bagadi Pana,Karala, Delhi-
110081, have changed my name
to Sakshi Mathur for all
purposes.

0040762941-1

ILKRISHAN GOPAL,S/0 ROSHAN
LAL MALHOTRA, residing at,2N-
38/B,
NIT,FARIDABAD,HARYANA,
121001,have changed my name
to KRISHAN GOPAL
MALHOTRA,for all,future
purpose.

0040762949-1

I,KALAPANA PANWAR,W/O-SH.
ANURAG SINGH,R/0-MIG-
1218,SECTOR -3,VASUNDHRA,
GHAZIABAD,U.P.-201012,HAVE
CHANGED,MY NAME,TO
KALPANA SINGH.

0040762990-2

I, Renu Nirmal Dhameja, W/O
Nirmal Dhameja, R/0 D703, The
Hyde Park, Sector-78, Noida,
Gautam Budha Nagar, UP-
201304, have changed my name
to Renu Dhameja for all
purpose

0070938922-1

I, Reena Jain W/o Amit Jain R/0
B-9/151Flat Sector-5 Rohini
Delhi-110085 have changed
from Reena Goyal to Reena Jain
for all purposes.

0070938964-1

I, NEETU, D/O RAMA SHANKAR
PANDEY, R/0 B-444,SECOND
FLOOR, AVANTIKA, SECTOR-1,
ROHINI, NORTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110085. Have changed
my nameto NEETU SHARMA
For all future purposes

0070938999-1

I, Manish Gupta S/o Ajit Parsad
Gupta,R/0-85,).K-Apartment
Block-A-3,Paschim Vihar,Delhi-
110063,have changed my minor
son’s name Naitik Gupta to
Naeteek Gupta,Permanently.

0040762717-4

l,Jawahar Lal S/o Kumar Prasad
R/0 499, Gali-No.3, Main
Market, Jhandapur, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201010,have
changed my-name to Jawahar
Prasad.

0040762990-5

I, MOHMMAD ARSH ANSARIS/0
MOHAMMAD SALEEM ANSARI
R/0 2965 2ND FLOOR, CHOTI
BARADARI BALLIMARAN,
CHANDNI CHOWK, DELHI-
110006, have changed my name
to MOHAMMAD ARSH ANSARI
Permanently

0070938994-1

I,Sharmila Devi/Sharmila Yadav,
W/o Madan Pal,R/0-460 Sunset
Road Sector-42,Gurgaon-
122001,have changed my Name
to SHARMILA permanently.

0040762986-1

l,Sanjeev s/o Vijay pal,R/0-E-
44/a-131 new Seemapuri delhi-
110095,have changed my name
to Mohd. Sameer,for all future
purposes.

0040762989-3

,SUMITRA CHOUHAN,WIFE
OF,GANPAT GANESH
PRESENTLY RESIDING AT
230(F/F),ASHOKA ENCLAVE
MAIN, SECTOR-35, FARIDABAD,
HARYANA,PIN-121003. HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
SUMITRA CHOUHAN TO
SUMITRA CHAUHAN VIDE-
AFFIDAVIT, DATE 09,DEC-2024.

0040762949-8

I,LJASIKA JUNEJA,W/O-SHIVAM
ARORA,R/O FLAT-151,TOWER-
G,11TH,AVENUE GAUR CITY-
2,SECTOR-16C,GREATER NOIDA
WEST,GAUTAM BUDH
NAGAR,UTTAR PRADESH,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
JASSIKA JUNEJA.

0040762990-1

I,Deepak Kumar,S/0 Jagdish
Singh,H.No0.8,UGF Back-Side,
Gali.No.-2 ,Block-B,Vikas-
Nagar, Uttam nagar,West-
Delhi-110059,have changed my
name to Deepak.

0040762978-6

I,Daleep Kumar Taral S/o Nek
Ram R/o Flat-1203, Tower-5,
NRI-Residency Sector-45,
Noida G.B.Nagar (U.P)-201301,
have changed my nameto
Daleep Kumar for all purposes.

0040762902-1

I, Lakshya lsrani S/o Bharat
Israni R/0 House no-34/211,
Vikram Vihar, Lajpat Nagar 4,
South Delhi, New Delhi-110024
have changed my nameto
Lakshay Israni for all future
purposes

0070938982-1

I,Manju W/0 Lekh Raj
Lamba,R/0 S-2/122,0ld
Mahavir Nagar Delhi-110018
have changed my nameto
Manju Lamba.

0040762989-6

I, Kapil Mohan Bhadana S/o
Sh.Satbir Bhadana,R/0-Mohan-
Farm-29,lkram road,V.P.O-
Pali,Faridabad,Haryana-
121004. l,informed that kapil
Mohan Bhadana,and Kapil
mohanis one and the same
person.The Correct-nameis
Kapil Mohan Bhadana

0040762717-5

I,SOMVEER S/O-LATE
SHRI.SUKHPAL,R/O H.No.-
360,YADAV MOHALLA,NEAR-
OLD CHAUPAL AF,
RAJOKARI,SOUTH WEST DELHI-
110038,inform that SOMVEER
and SOMBIR,both names are
same person.

0040762993-1

I,Ronaq W/o Riaz
Ahmed,R/0,House.N0.2872-
74,third Floor,Main Bazar
Kucha Chelan, Darya
Ganj,Delhi-110002,have
changed my name to Ronaq
Jahan, permanently

0040762989-9

I,Ravindra Yadav,S/o-Satbir
Singh R/0,H.N0.88/21,
Street.No.4,Raj Nagar,
Khandsa-Road, Gurgaon,
(Haryana)-122001,have
Changed my Minor Son’s
name,from Hitarth Gothwal to
Hitarth Yadav.

0040762978-7

I,Pooja Wadhwa alias Pooja
Narang, D/o Bhagwan Dass
Wadhwa W/o Sumit Narang R/0
H.No.15 Block-BJ, West
Shalimar Bagh North West
Delhi-110088 have changed my
name to Pooja Narang

0040762986-4

I,Pawan Kumar,S/0-Budh Singh,
R/0,H.No.265,Tara Patti,Near
Gramin-Bank, Khandsa(104),
Gurgaon, (Haryana)-
122004,have changed my name
to Pawan Raghav.

0040762978-5

I,PUSHP S/O0 ANUP KUMARR/O
A-1/72B MAA SHAKTI
APPARTMENT PASCHIM VIHAR
DELHI-110063, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO PUSHP
CHOUDHARY.

0040762949-3

ILPUNIT GUPTA,S/0 Ram Lal,R/0
A-27,Gali No.5,Badli Extension
Po.Samai Pur,North-
West,Delhi-110042,have
change my name PUNIT GUPTA
to RAHUL GUPTA.

0040762978-3

I, Pooja Tutlani D/o Urmil Tutlani R/o
A-593,sector-46,Noida,Uttar
Pradesh-201303, have changed my
name to Peej Tutlani

0130047242-1

I,Nirmal Kumar Sekhani,S/o
Trilokchand Sekhani,H.No-A-
7A/2 First-Floor Block-A,Rana-
Pratap Bagh,Delhi-110007, have
changed my name,from Nirmal
Kumar Sekhanito Nirmal
Sekhani,for all,future
purposes.

0040762978-4

ILNIYA RANI SARKAR,W/0 NIKHIL
CHANDRA BRAHMA,
presently,residing at,VILL-
CHILURGHAT,PO-BHATIBARI,
PS-SAMUKTALA DISTT-
ALIPURDUAR,WEST BENGAL-
736121,have changed my name
from NIYA RANI SARKAR to
NIBHA BRAHMA.

0040762949-9

l,Lekh Raj S/O Mulakh RajR/O S-
2/122,0ld Mahavir Nagar Delhi-
110018,have changed my name
to Lekh Raj Lamba.

0040762989-5

I,Midur Sharma S/o Jagdish
Sharma,R/0 1A-81,NIT,
Faridabad,have changed my
name to Midur Kumar Sharma.

0040762949-4

I,Chandra Prakash S/o0 Kanhiya
LalR/o H.No.DLF Phase-3,
Nathupur Gurgaon(Haryana)-
122002,have changed my name
to Chander Parkash.

0040762978-8

I,Bhuvneshvariba jadeja,w/0
Aniruddhsinh jadeja,r/0,C-801,
Nimbus Hyde-Park,Sector-
78,vtc:Noida,Gautambuddha
nagar,up-201301,have changed
my name Bhuvaneshwari
Jadeja,for purpose.

0040762986-3

I,Arti Bharthwal D/o Satya
Prasad and W/o,Pankaj Kumar
R/0,H.NO.234, A-Block, Bharat-
Vihar, Dwarka,New Delhi-
110078,have changed my name
to Arti Singh after marriage.

0040762990-4

I, KAVITA w/o0 PARVEEN KUMAR
r/o 478, Main Ghevra Road,
Teen Pana, KANJHAWALA,
Delhi-110081 have changed my
name to KAVITA KATARIA.

0040762892-1

I, Jaya D/o Ajay Kumar
Bhatnagar R/0-B-101, The Lions
CGHS, Sector-56, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122011, have changed
my name to Jaya Bhatnagar.

0040762903-1

I, HITESH Kumar Srivastava S/o
Rashmi Srivastava R/o H.No
218B/6K Jayantipur Sulem
Sarai Prayagraj U.P.-211011
have changed my son’s name
from Samarth Srivastavato
Akharv Srivastava for all
purposes.

0040762962-1

I,Anil Kumar Talwar,S/o-Bharat
Mittar Talwar,
Address:62,Second Floor,East
Avenue-Road,East Punjabi-
Bagh,New-Delhi-110026,have
changed my Name to Anil
Talwar,for all,Future Purposes.

0040762978-2

I,Anil Kumar Talwar,S/o0 Bharat
Mittar Talwar, Address:62,
Second Floor,East Avenue
Road,East Punjabi Bagh,New
Delhi-110026,have changed my
Name to Anil Talwar,for
all,Future Purposes.

0040762949-7

I,Alka W/o Sh.Deepak Singhal
R/0-25/36 Lane No.16,Vishwas
Nagar,Delhi-110032,have
changed my name to Aarti
Singhal after marriage,for all
purposes.

0040762978-10

I, Girjesh Balbir S/o Balbir R/o
House No.5-A, DDA Flats, 32
Quarters, Arkashan Road Ram
Nagar, Pahar Ganj, Delhi-
110055 have declare that Both
names GIRIJESH BALBIR &
GIRJESH one and the same
person. My actual nameis
GIRJESH BALBIR.

0070938923-1

I, DEEPALI SHARMA, W/O MOHIT
ARORA, R/O EA-152, INDERPURI,
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110012.
Have changed my nameto
DEEPALI ARORA For all future
purposes.

0070938990-1

I, ASHA, W/o Virendra Kumar
Midha, R/o0 A-21, Ashok Nagar,
Ghaziabad, UP -201001, have
changed my name to ASHA
MIDHA, for all purposes.

0040762894-1

LAMITAVA KUMAR SINHA,S/0
KRISHNA MURALI SINHA,R/O
1552,CATANIA,MAHAGUN
MASCOT,CROSSING REPUBLIK,
GHAZIABAD, UTTAR PRADESH
201016,have changed my name
to AMITAVA SINHA,For all
purpose. 0040762978-1

I, AKASHAT WADHWA, S/0
NAVEEN KUMAR WADHWA, R/0-
B-1/177,3RD FLOOR,
JANAKPURI, NEW DELHI-110058
have changed my name to
AKSHAT WADHWA

0070938921-1

I,ALOK PAHUJA,S/O VED
PARKASH PAHUJA,R/0,H.No-
10915,Gali.no-19,Pratap-Nagar,
Opposite gulabi bagh thana,
Delhi-110007,have changed my
name to ALOK KUMAR
permanently.

0040762949-5

I,AAKANKSHA MISHRA,D/O-
RAJEEV KUMAR MISHRA &
RACHNA MISHRA,R/O B-
147,SECTOR-22,NOIDA
GBN,UP,have changed my
name from AAKANKSHA to
AAKANKSHA MISHRA,for
all,future purposes.

0040762989-7

I, AARTI D/0 Sham Lal,R/0 D-468
Tagore Garden Extn,Delhi
110027, have change my name
to AARTISHARMA.

0040762949-2

I, Vinod Kumar S/o0. Mulkh Raj
R/0.63, Ground Floor, Kailash
Hills, East of Kailash, New Delhi
110065 have changed my name
to Vinod Kumar Arora

0040762904-1

I, VIRENDRA KUMAR, S/0
Mukund MrariLal,R/0 A-21,
Ashok Nagar, Ghaziabad, UP -
201001, have changed my name
to VIRENDRA KUMAR MIDHA,
forall purposes.

0040762894-2

I, Smt. Satya Shahi w/o Shri Alok
Kumar Ranjan R/0 342, SFS
Flats, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar,
Delhi-110009, have changed my
son’s name from Aryan to
Aryan Ranjan for all future
purposes

0040762973-1

ISURYA PRAKASH S/o MAHAVIR
PRASHAD, DOB- 15-07-1970 R/o
A-5/30 Paschim Vihar New
Delhi-110063 have Change
Name, Father Name, Dob from
SURYA PRAKASH GOYAL S/o
MAHABIR PRASHAD GOYAL
DOB-29-09-1967 FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

0070938925-1

IRajesh S/o Mohender Kumar
R/o House Number-10408,
Street No-1, Bagichi Allauddin,
Multani Dhanda Pahar Ganj,
SwamiRam Tirth Nagar, New
Delhi, Central Delhi, Delhi-
110055, have changed my name
to Rajesh Vesarwal

0070938986-1

I Bhaskar Shukla R/o0 F 62 Ansari
nagar Delhi-110029. Have
changed my minor son name
Akshajto Akshaj shukla forall
purposes.

0070938963-1

I Abhishek Kumar Singh S/o
Shashi Bhushan Singh R/o
House No-213, Gali No-5B,
Village Gopalpur, Dr.
Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-
110009, have changed my name
to Raja Bhai Chaudhry

0070938967-1

l,jaibeer singh,S/0 Azad Singh,
Add/1250/26 BEHIND HARI
RICE MILL, WEST RAM-NAGAR,
SONIPAT,Haryana-131001,
changed my name to Jaiveer.

0040762986-2

IMeghna Gandhi Mendhiratta
W/0 Nikhil Mendhiratta R/O
Tower 34 Unit No-001, Lotus
Boulevard Espacia, Sector 100,
Noida Uttar Pradesh. Have
Change My Name To Meghna
Gandhi For All Future
Purposes.

0070938979-1

LOST & FOUND

| PRABHA SINHA W/O LATE SH
RAJESHWAR PRASADR/OY
321, VIVEKANAND CGHS LTD
PLOT NO 2 SECTOR 5 DWARKA
NEW DELHIHAVE LOST
ORIGINAL SHARE CERTIFICATE
ISSUED BY VIVEKANAND CGHS
LTD NAME OF HS RANA VIDE
BOOKNO 40 & SRNO 36, DATED
26/05/1994 FINDER CONTACT
9999463512. 0040762905-1

I, Ranjini Muralidhar D/o V.R.K.
Pillai have lost my property’s
original share certificate of
Flat No.-22, Vidhi Apartments,
plot no. 116, I.P. Extension,
Delhi-110092. Finder contact
9810327497 0040762900-1

LOST AND FOUND

To be known to all that my client Vijay
Kumar Sharma S/o Sh .Vishnu Dutt
Sharma R/o WZ-65A, Meenakshi
Garden, Tilak Nagar, New Delhi-
110018.The Original property
document i.e. Sale Deed, Regd On
22.06.1966 and, Original GPA Regd
On 18,09,1953 property vide Plot
No. 151-A, MPL No. WZ-65A, Area
210 Sq. Yds, Meenakshi Garden, ,
Tilak Nagar ,New Delhi-110018 has
been lost . An FIR to this effect has
lodged in Police Station, Vide
NCR/LR No0.2376484/2024 dated:
07/12/2024. Any Person(s) claiming
any right, interest, having any
objection or found in possession of
original documents may write with
above named person at above
address within 15 days from the date
of publication of this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed
that our Client Mrs. Bina Saxena W/o
Late Sh. S. N Saxena, R/o Flat No.
57, Bhagat Singh Market, Gole
Market, New Delhi is a lawful owner
of the property situated at Flat No.
57, First Floor, Bhagat Singh Market,
Gole Market, New Delhi. All are put
to notice that a legal case concerning
the said property is currently pending
before the Hon'ble District Judge,
New Delhi District, Patiala House
Court titled, ‘“Abhishek Bisaria vs
Bina Saxena” (CS/207/2020). The
Hon'ble Court in the said case has
restrained our client from creating
third-party interest in the suit
property till further orders. The said
order as of date subsists. Mrs. Bina
Saxena hereby declares that she has
not voluntarily authorized,
empowered, or granted permission to
any individual or entity to sell, lease,
mortgage, or deal with the said
property in any manner. If any such
authorization or claim exists, the
same is hereby revoked and declared
null and void with immediate effect.
General Public is cautioned not to
engage in any transactions or
dealings concerning the said
property, as such actions will be
deemed illegal and liable for legal
consequences. Any person(s) found
to be involved in such activities will
do so at their own risk and
responsibility.

Sd/-

GBA Law offices
G-22, Second Floor
Jungpura Extension
New Delhi-110014

PUBLIC NOTICE

“It is for general information that
I Dinesh Kumar S/o Sh. Krishan
Chand residing at H.No. 45 B,
Aditya Enclave, Sector-23 A,
Dwarka, New Delhi-110077,
declare that name of mine has
been wrongly written as Dinesh
Kumar Kathpalia in my service
records. The actual name of mine
is Dinesh Kumar, which may be
amended accordingly. It is
certified that I have complied
with other legal requirements in
this connection.”

PUBLIC NOTICE

|, Rajesh Gupta W/o Subhash
Chander have lost the original
share Certificata (5. No. 47)
for my property located at 111,
Agroha Kun|. Rohini Sactor 13,
Dehi, Prop o- (58087210278300)
HA no 2378669 2024 Already
logged. it anyone has found
this. document or is in
possession of it kindly return
it tothe above address within
15 davs. Pleasa note that any
person or Institution dealing
willy this document will do 0
entirely af their own risk.

Rajesh Gupla Wia Subhash Chander

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pubhe af lage 5 meraby mfomed hat
Entire Thed #osr Wilth  RoafyTerrace
Rights of the Property Mo, B-570
Paschetd Wihat Ned Dol Ba ptbeg
praperty i3 presenlly ewnad and
possessed by Ramesh Chander Arora by
viriuz of Relinquizhmant  Deed duly
regabered e Bepd, w0, foll, daled
04.11.2022 and ‘oely the Thid Flear
prapeety G oprapiged fo De offergd as
Sacuniy wih State Bank of India, Branch:
RECFC. Saraina, MNew felband as per
prasant armenis) varsin tha sad properly
1s/are Iree froem all sorts of encombrene
The Orignal Sok Dead reparied aeeculed
in Yeramr o Sk Sin Crand, duly repistersd
vid Fapd. Mo, LIGOE, diabed 1610155
is reporied a3 lest wide LR Mo
213001 70, dated (2122029 with
F5. Cnme Brasch, Dalhi

It e Tty Evalificedd Thist i pisrsam ands o
Biand financial - insiitulion faving “any
CEMM, By coarae, interest or fes o laem
and / or pbjection & therssf, hey'sha! they
miy |odge’ nobdy the same o the
undersigrad with documendsey prood!
coirt pdgment within 15 days Tram the
day af publication of thes publc nobca
1a1ling mhich ary futher [/ future daim/
obacianisl skall be rejected and my
chenl | praspecive buyer (5 as 8 bona-
fde punchaser cenciude The blleSale
Deed propesed to be sxeciitad in favor of
iy elignl o in the name o hisTer el
nominees shall be deemad to be clear and
marnetable willboul amy delect

encumbrance, flaw and mpedment
SATYERDER YADAY (ADVOCATE)
Chamberno. 561, 5 Floar, Saket Courts,
New Delh, Miab.: 5711712421
E-mail: syada M8 Sgmal oom

Be it known toall that o Clent She
Kulwani Hingh Nijar and his wile
Smi. Manjest Kaur Nijer, Rip -2
Gali Mol2T Mahindra Park, Adatsh
Magar, Dalhi-33, has pubkshed a
disowned Public nofice dated
403 2020 agans! fheir son Newjet
singh Mijjar, afongwith his: wile
Wavdesp B &now informed o af that
oir chent had revokadicancelled fhe
said disown motice with immediate
effecl.  Deepak Rana [Advocate)
435, Lawyers Ch.. Delhi High Courl

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to public at large that my
clients (1) S. JOGINDER SINGH S/O S. HAZARA
SINGH (2) SMT. RAVINDER KAUR W/O S.
JOGINDER SINGH BOTH R/O PLOT NO.8A,
UGF, GURU NANAK NAGAR EXTN., NEW
DELHI-110041, have severed all their relations from
their son S. DALJEET SINGH (alongwith his wife
SMT. SIMRAT KAUR and their legal heirs (1)
JAZZLYN KAUR aged 09 years (2) ZORAVAR

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is notified for the information of GENERAL
PUBLIC, that my clients VIVEK GUPTA
S/0 MAKHHAN GUPTA and MEERA
GUPTA W/O VIVEK GUPTA R/O G-41,
NAND RAM PARK, UTTAM NAGAR,
NEW DELHI-110059, have severed all their
relations and connections with their son
DEVESH GUPTA because he is out of control
of my clients and has debarred him from their
all movable and immovable properties.
“Anybody deals with him will do so at
his/her/their own risk, cost and expenses. My
clients shall neither liable and responsible for

SINGH aged 04 years) and their associates, disowned
and debarred all of them from all their movable and
immovable properties with immediate effect because
of harrasment, torture, cruelty, atrocities committed
by them against my client. Any person dealing with
them shall be doing so at their own risk, cost and his acts, deeds, and things under any
consequences. My clients shall not be responsibile in circumstances”.
any manner for the same. Sd/-
Sd/- RAVEEN RASTOGI
A.K VERMA ADVOCATE
ADVOCATE Enrl. No. D-244/06

PRAVEEN4hX3 SSR(16)
PUBLIC NOTICE

TO BE IT KNOWN THAT I BRIIMOHAN
GUPTA and Jag Mohan gupta both sons
RAM RICH PAL GUPTA R/O C-6/8
MODEL TOWN -III DELHI-110009 IS
THE JOINT OWNER OF ENTIRE BUILT-
UP PROPERTY NO.C-6/8 MODEL TOWN
-III DELHI-110009 I HAVE LOST/
MISPLACED MY PROPERTY ORIGINAL
DOCUMENTS IN RESPECT OF THE
ABOVE SAID PROPERTY AN FIR TO
THIS EFFECT HAS BEEN LODGED IN
POLICE STATION, VIDE LR
NO.N0:2332274/2024 DATED 23/11/2024,
ANY PERSON CLAIMING ANY RIGHT,
INTEREST HAVING ANY OBJECTON
MAY RIGHT/CONTACT WITH ABOVE
NAMED PERSON AT  ABOVE
ADDRESS/MOBILE NO.8826085344

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that I, Nirmal Sharma Wio

Sh. Mukesh Sharma Dio Sh. Ram Swaroop Vats
Rlo G-28A, Gali No. 2, Shakarpur, East Delhi -
110092. am the original attorney of Flat No. 3135,
Sector - A, Pocket-B & C, Vasant Kunj, New Dehi
- 70. vide File No. F125(213)97/SFS IXVK/II at
3100311997, The  Original Documents viz (1)
Original DDA Site Possession Slip of the said
property have been misplaced. An Information
Report of this effect has been lodged in Police
Station Crime Branch, Delhi vide
LR No.2377502/2024 on 07.12.2024.

Any person(s) claiming any right, interest having
any objection or found in possession of said misplaced
original documents, may write/contact with above
named person at above address/phone No. 8802909089.
The person claiming any right, interest, objections
with respect to this property can personally
inform or write to Dy. Director, LAB(H) or Director (H}1,
D- Block, 3rd Floor, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Dehi-110023 .

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for the information of the general
public at large that my clients Sh. Krishan Lal
S/o Sh. Chhotu Ram R/o MCF-206, Gali No.
69, Sanjay Colony, Sector 22, Faridabad,
Haryana-121005 have severed their relations
and have disowned & debarred their son,
Namely Sachin Saharan S/o Sh. Krishan Lal
and their daughter in law, namely Upasana
Kataria, from all their movable & immovable
properties and assets due to their absolute
irresponsible misbehavior, disobedience and
hostile attitude, cruel acts and activities
towards harmony and dignity of my client. My
client shall not be held responsible for any of
the wrong doings, illegal acts and activities of
their son/Sachin Saharan and daughter in law/
Upasana Kataria in past, present future or
deeds from the date of publication of this
Bonafide notice. Anybody dealing with them

“"IMPORTANT™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries shall do so at his/her/their own risks and
before sending any monies consequences.

or entering into any Sd/-
agreements with advertisers - 1;2"1'3/§§131;%t1'16i

- - nri. No.

or otherwise acting on an Ch. No. 772, Saket District Courts
advertisement in any New Delhi-110017
manner whatsoever.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr.PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Kuldeep @ Topi, S/o Ram Chander Sharma R/o A-4/353,
Nand Nagri, Delhi has committed {or is suspected lo have
committed) the offence in case FIR No.645/2013 u/s
323/341/506 IPC, P.S. Nand Nagri, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused Kuldeep @ Topi cannol be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Kuldeep @ Topi has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Kuldeep @ Topi of FIR No.645/2013 u/s 323/341/506 IPC,
P.S. Nand Nagri, Delhi is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before
14.01.2025. By Order

Ms. Deepakshi Rana

Judicial Magistrate, First Class-03

Room No.19, First floor, Shahdara District
DP/M16047/NE/I2024 Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN TENDER NOTICE
Tha 5r. Dvisional Engineen’C, Morhem Raibway, DRM Office, Defhi Division, State
Enfry Road, Naw Delhe- 170055, for and on baball of the Prasidest of India imales
sealed open electronic-tenders for under noted waork: -

N g Provision of VHF-Based Appraaching Train Waming  System

mﬂmvfr “k {Rakshak) for staff between ANDI-PNP Section under ADENFPNP
bl jurisdicticn over DLI-Division,

Approximate Cost of work T80,65 005/~

Earnest Money to be deposited 61, 3000

Completion Period 38 hMonths Diate of Opening ! 03.01.2025

The e=tender 5 to be submit through rallway website “hitp: Ireps.gov.in’. The
tender can be subamil on wabsibe up o 1500 hrs, on 03,09, 2025 and shall B opened
there after

No.: 128-W/Sr.DEN-CINIT-28-24-25-WC Dated : 09,12.2024 3Ta4/2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

© SB| STATE BANK OF INDIA

Siressed Assets Management Branch ; 4th Floor, Oid LHD Building. Lal Darwaga,
Almmedabad-180001, Phone: 073-26500755/ 26581081, E-mail; team3samb.abmimshi.coin

SARFAES! E-AUCTION ;: M/S. B NANJI ENTERPRISES LTD
T P - 181994

Mon Agricuiture Open Plots (38}, Total Land Admeasuring 1,871,994 5q.Mtrs. at B/h,
Raibway Station Mahemdabad, Dist. Kheda, Gujarat - 387130

Reserve Price : Rs, 29.40 Cr |  Location; I%ﬁ;ﬁﬂ'f‘_‘gﬁ
N—— | RPOW+M7V | | Eesoeise

Date of Auction :  Mahemdabad, | | (5T A5
18.12.2024 Gujarat | | @™ot

For mare datails read Times of India & Divya Bhaskar |Gujarat Edition} newspapars

dated 01.12 2024, or Please Cisit  www.sbi.co.in and hitps:Yebkray.in/

Contact: (1). Authorised Officer - Gawrang Anand (Mob; 7600038903)
(2). Case Officer — Ronak Parmar  (Moh: 7600050348)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Person namely Yogesh Sfo: Jaswant Singh, Rie: Village Sufti
Himmat Pur, Distt Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh committed (or Is
suspected to have commitied) the offence in FIR No. 428/2018,
Uls 498A/406/506/34 IPC, registered at P.S.: Farsh Bazar, Delhi
and the warrant has been retumed writing upon that the said
accused Yogesh cannot be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said accused Yogesh has absconded (or
is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Yogesh accused
FIR No. 428/2018, U/s 498A/406/506/34 IPC, registered at P.S5.;
Farsh Bazar, Delhiis required o appear before this court to answer

the said complaint on or before 16.01.2025. By Order
Shruti Sharma-l

Judicial Magistrate, First Class,
Mahila Court-01, Room No. 55,
Second Floor, Shahdara District
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/M5973/SHD2024
{Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Mehtab @ Tilli, S/o: Md. Munna, R/o: A-491/492
JJ Colony, Bawana, Delhi has committed (oris suspected
to has committed) the offence in FIR No. 106/23, U/s:
379/411/34 IPC, Police Station Bawana, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that
the said accused Mehtab @ Tilli cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Mehtab @ Tilli has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is here by made that the said accused Mehtab
@ Tilli of FIR No. 106/23, U/s: 379/411/34 IPC, Police
Station Bawana, Delhi is required to appear before this
Courtto answer the said complaint on or before 28.01.2025.
By Order
Sh. Sarthak Panwar,

LD. MM-05, North, Room No. 114
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/16056/0ON/2024

GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
AND PROJECT MANAGER

Watershed Cell cum Data Centre Jaisalmer
(CAD Colony Mayzlar Road, Jaisalmer 345001)

S. No. F()YWDSC/PMKSY 2.0/Bids/2024-25/1494

NOTICE INVITING BID
NIB No.04/2024-25
NIB Code-WSC2425A0348

Bids for the execution of “Construction of various watershed development structures under PMKSY
2.0 Projects of estimated value as mentioned below are invited from interested bidders up to
10.12.2024, 06.00 PM. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in  or  https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state, and
www.watershed.rajasthan.gov.in departmental website.

Date: 29-11-24

‘BidNo.|  Block Estimated Cost, Rs. In lakhs UBN No.
15 | Bhaniyana 155.61 WSC2425WSOB00742
16 | Bhaniyana 244.29 WSC2425WS0OB00743
17 ! Fatehgarh 270.72 WSC2425WSOB00744
18 i Nachna 195.41 WSC2425WSOB00745
19 | Sam 292.08 WSC2425WSOB00746
1
Sd/-
Superintending Engineer
and Project Manager
Watershed Cell cum Data Centre
DIPR/C/12668/2024 Jaisalmer

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
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MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
[North Western Railways {Construction Organization)]
NOTIFICATION
Jaipur, the 5th December, 2024

5.0. 5245(E). - In exercise of the powsrs conferrad by clawse [8) of section 20 F&)
of Radlways (amendssant) Act, 20081 1of 2008) (heraather relarnad 1o a5 the said Ach)
the Central Government hereby appaints the arbitrator menticned in cofumm (&) of the
Tabde balow o pedorm (he Tunctions as sech aulhorily under the saed AcL with alfect
froom the date of publicatson of this natificaton in the Official Gazette, In respect of the
spacial rafway progect of Rewari-Kathuwas Doubling Propect in the Stats of Haryana
relating to District mentoresd i Column (3 of the sald Table for the purpose of
exacution, maintanance, managemaent and oparatian.

ATTUNLI HYDRO ELECTRIC PROJECT

. Mob. No.: 9831476001, 8448810034,

Date : 10.12.2024 Authorized Officer, State Bank of India TABLE
Sl Mo, Competent Authority District State
1 2 3 4
THoIdIeH faffics SJUVN Limited ) || Pepy Gommissioner fiewar ] L

(mea o v firEae U WRER W R 9e)
(A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of H.P.)
A Navratna CPSE smave +infiywsd
CIN: L40101HP1988G0OI008409

PRESS NOTICE
E- Tender No SJVN/AHEP/P&C/109/2024/DCB-04
Online bids {e-tender) on Demestic Competitive Bidding (DCB) are invited on

behall of SJVHN Lid. for “Construction of Three (03) Exploratory Drifts
for Geological Investigation of Attunli HEP",
For details, please vist websites www.sjvn.nic.in, www.eprocure.gov.in
and www,etender.sjvn.co.in,
Bid submisison is started from 10.12.2024 (11:00 Hrs.) and last date for bid
subrrission is 31.12.2024 (15:00 Hrs.),
Amendment(s)/Comigendumi(s), if any, shall be issued on above websites only,
For and on behalf of SJVN Lid.
Head of Department (P&C), Arunachal Pradesh Projects SJVN Ltd

N o e gty

! GLALITY DOUHCIL

3 ceorn OHE IHEILA =
T T i

The Quality Council of India (QCI) is a premier autonomous body set up by
Government of India. QCI is responsible for creating a Quality Mindset and
envisions to ensure quality across products and services that touch every
citizen. As an independent and autonomous body, QCI creates a mechanism
for independent third-party assessments of products, services, and processes,
coordinating its activities through its constituent boards and divisions. The
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of
Commerce & Industry, serves as the nodal point for QCI.

QCI hereby invites proposals for Empanelment of organising entities under
Digital Readiness Certification project.

The detailed set of requirements may be found on QCI’s website:
www.qcin.org

Interested parties may submit the technical documents in a PDF format with
the head “Proposal for Empanelment of Organizing entities under Digital
Readiness Certification project” to procurement@gqcin.org on or before 25th
of every month, addressed to Deputy Director (Finance & Accounts), Quality
Council of India, Institution of Engineers Building, 2nd Floor, 2, Bahadur
Shah Zafar Marg New Delhi - 110002, India, following the guidelines
specified in the Expression of Interest (EOI) document.

QCI'S BOARDS AND DIVISIONS

Lad ) i ) ! LR
& oy i -ﬁh & i PADD TBSome 5 PRIB 7 E]) PEEI'

CO-FOUNDED &
SUPPORTED BY QCI

Quality Council of India, Institution of Engineers Building, lind Floor, 2 - Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi - 110002, India.

ﬂ@QualityCounciloflndia ﬂ@QualityCoun:il @qualitycounciloﬁndia mquality—council—of—indiarqcir @infe@qcin.org

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

[F. Mo.- NWR/HQ/S&C 443590200 Vol. X]
VED PRAKASH, Chief Administrative Officer [Construction)

1408-AMN24.

Ploase join us on &8 - NWRailways
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MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
[Morth Western Railways {Construction Organization}]
NOTIFICATION
Jaipur, the 5th December, 2024

5.0. 5255(E). - In exercise of the powers confermed by clause (B) of section 20 F(8)
of Aailways (Amendment) Act, 2008 {11of 2008} (hereafter referred to as the said Act),
the Cantral GD‘-.'E*TI'II"r'IE'I"Il?‘IDrI;}D';' Appainds e artiteator menticned m cobumn (2 of the
Tabde below to perorm the funciions as such authority under the sakd Act. with effiect
froom (he date of publicatkon af this natiicaton in the Oflicial Gazedte, in respact af tho
special reilway project of Rewar-Kathuwas Doubling Project in the State of Rejasthan
district - Behror - Katputl rélating to District mantioned in Colurmn {3) of thesaid Tabée
for the purpcae of execution, maintenance, managemsent 2nd operation

TABLE
Sl.No.| Competent Authority | _District 1 State
A I T | 3 i
1 Districl Collactor Batiror - Kotputli Rajasthan

[F. No.- NWR/HQ/S&C 443599200 Vol. X]
VED PRAKASH, Chief Administrative Officer [Construction)

1407 -ANZY

Please join us on i 5850 - NWRallways
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HANDLED MULTIPLE DOMESTIC AS WELL AS EXOGENOUS SHOCKS

Das’ 6 years at Reserve Bank helm:

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI,DECEMBER9

FOR OUTGOING Governor of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
Shaktikanta Das, wholed the cen-
tral bank in the last six years with
several key decisions and overhaul
of the regulatory framework, in-
flation remains an unfinished
agenda. Despite a 250 basis points
hike in the reporate — the key pol-
icy rate, between May 2022 and
February 8,2023, consumer price
index-based (CPI) inflation con-
tinued to remain elevated and
above the RBI's comfort zone of 2-
6 per cent, as mandated by the
government.

In the last policy review on
December 6, the RBI kept the
Repo rate, the main policy rate,
unchanged at a high of 6.50 per
centamid the fallin GDP growth,
squashing chances of a rate cut.

The latest data showed that
CPJ, or retail inflation, surged to a
14-month high of 6.21 per centin
October 2024, compared to 5.5
per cent in September. Das, in his
multiple speeches has admitted

Auto retail

sales up
11.21% in
Nov: FADA

New Delhi: Retail sales of vehicles
across categories in India grew by
11.21 per cent at 32,08,719 units
in November, as compared to
28,85,317 units in the same
month last year riding on two-
wheeler demand, Federation of
Automobile Dealers Associations
(FADA) said in Monday.

Retail sales of two-wheelers
were at 26,15,953 units last
month, as compared to
22,58,970 units in November
2023, a growth of 15.8 per cent
buoyed by the festive spillover.
On the other hand, passenger ve-
hicle (PV)retail was down 13.72
per cent at 3,21,943 units, as
against 3,73,140 units in the year-
ago month. The PV segment
faced notable headwinds, FADA
said in a statement.

“While November was
initially expected to build on
its prior momentum, particu-
larly due to the marriage
season, dealer feedback
suggests that this segment un-
derperformed overall expecta-
tions,” FADA president, C S
Vigneshwar said. PTI

— BRIEFLY —

Rupee plunges
20ptolowest
closinglevel

Mumbai: The rupee saw its
steepest fall in over amonth
and plunged 20 paise to set-
tle at lowest-ever level of
84.86 against the US dollar
on Monday, amid volatile
geopolitical situation and
muted trend in domestic eg-
uities. Forex traders said the
rupee remains in a weaken-
ing mode due to dollar de-
mand from importers and
foreign banks. On Friday, the
rupee appreciated by 5 paise
to settle at 84.66 against the
US dollar. The rupee’s previ-
ous lowest closing level was
at 84.75 against dollar on
December 4. PTI

VIL board nod
for preferential
shareissuance

New Delhi: Vodafone Idea on
Monday said its board has
approved issuance of up to
175.53 crore shares on a
preferential basis to
Vodafone Group entities to
raise up to Rs 1,980 crore.
The debt-ridden telco
pegged the issue price at Rs
11.28 per equity share. The
relevant date for determin-
ing the floor price of the

preferential issue is
December 6, 2024, VIL said
ina BSE filing. PTI

Shaktikanta Das, Governor, Reserve Bank of India. File

that the last mile of disinflation
hasbeen prolonged and arduous.

“The disinflation process is
getting a lot of resistance from
food inflation remaining stubborn
and very high, primarily because
of supply-side factors which are
affected by the weather condi-
tions,” he had said ataneventear-
lier this year.

However, apart frominflation,
Das’ track record has been uncon-
tentious.

The RBI, during his tenure,
weathered various domestic as
well as exogenous shocks includ-
ing the collapse of Infrastructure
Leasing & Financial Services
(IL&FS) and its impact on other
non-banking financial companies
(NBFCs), once in a lifetime Covid-
19 pandemic and the effect of
Russia-Ukraine war on inflation.

In his tenure as the RBI
Governor for the last 6 years, Das
used conventional and unconven-

tional policy measures to main-
tain macroeconomic and financial
stability in the country.

During Covid 19 pandemic,
Das reduced the repo rate by 115
basis points to revive the econ-
omy. He offered a loan morato-
rium to mitigate the adverse im-
pact of the pandemic.

The RBI, under Das, continued
reforms in the banking sector ata
time when lenders were reeling
under the worst asset quality sit-
uation. The efforts resulted in an
improvement in the gross non-
performing assets (GNPAs) of
banks from 10.8 per cent in
September 2018 to 2.8 per cent at
end-March 2024.

He also jacked up risk weight
on the exposure of banks towards
consumer credit, credit card re-
ceivables and non-banking fi-
nance companies (NBFCs) by 25
per cent up to 150 per cent, to ad-
dress the build-up of risks.

The RBI also tightened norms
for NBFCs that were aggressively
pursuing growth without build-
ing up sustainable business prac-
tices and risk management
frameworks.

Inflation remains unfinished agenda

Das alsorefrained from grant-
ing banking licence to big corpo-
rate houses amid fears over con-
nected lending and self-dealing if
they are allowed in the banking
space. “Experience world over has
shown that when real sector com-
panies enter into the banking
space, there are potential conflicts
of interest. The problem around
related-party transactionsisalsoa
major issue,” Das had said in July
this year.

Under Das’ stewardship, the
RBI surplus transfer reached an
all-time high of Rs 2.11 lakh crore
for the year 2023-24. Between
FY19 and FY24, the RBI paid a to-
tal dividend of Rs 6.61 lakh crore
to the government.

He oversaw the withdrawal of
Rs 2,000 notes without causing
any disruption to common peo-
ple and businesses. Das also fo-
cused on making Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) and
RuPay, the card payments net-
work of the country, global. Das
was instrumental inlaunching the
central bank digital currency
(CBDC), or digital rupee, for both
wholesale and retail uses.

I'T Ministry to prepare roadmap
for power supply to Al data centres

AGGAMWALIA &
SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

THE IT ministry is in discussions
with the ministries of power, and
new and renewable energy, and
otherrelated agencies to prepare
a roadmap to ensure that the
growing numbers of data centres
inIndia — a function of the global
artificial intelligence (Al) boom -
are offered enough power supply,
a top government official said
Monday.

“Today, the biggest question is
the availability of power... As we
adopt Al more and more, (the
question is) do we have enough
power supply to power that - oth-
erwise, where do you make sure
that this power supply comes up
inaway thatwe areable toaddress
this issue,” said IT Secretary S
Krishnan. His comments are sig-
nificant given the massive energy
requirement of data centres that
big technology companies are
building around the world, owing
to the spectacular popularity of Al
solutions, whichrely on such facil-
ities for computing power. As per
the International Energy Agency;,
data centre electricity usage could
double by 2026, making the chal-
lenge for companies to become
net zero or carbon negative by
2030increasingly unattainable.

This has forced companies like
Google and Microsoft —who have
big stakes in the Al game — signing
deals with nuclear power plants
to purchase energy for their data
centres.InIndia, the government
is looking to subsidise setting up

AI'S ENERGY NEEDS
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THERE IS a massive
energy requirement

of data centres that

big technology companies
are building around

the world, owing to

the spectacular
popularity of Al solutions,
which rely on such
facilities for computing
power

of data centres to capitalise on the
Alboom,and make access to com-
puting capacity easier for smaller
entities like start-ups and research
institutions. As per a September
report by S&P Global, India cur-
rently has aleased data centre ca-
pacity of 1-3 GW, which is the
highest compared to other
emerging markets like Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand
and Vietnam.

A majority of the capacity is
located in Mumbai (55 per cent),
followed by approximately 12 per
cent each in Chennai and Delhi-
NCR. Savills, a real estate consul-
tancy, expects additional supply
of over 2,000 MW capacity be-
tween 2024 and 2028.

Power consumption and re-
lated infrastructure costs are akey
part of a data centres’ capital and
operational expenditure.
According to CareEdge Ratings,
40 per cent of capex of such facil-
ities goes towards electrical sys-
tems and 65 per cent of operat-
ing cost is on account of electricity
consumption. It takes between Rs

60-70 crore to set up one MW of
data centre capacity in India.

Naturally, the country is look-
ing at the energy mix it can offer
to data centres in India, where
data centres are looking prima-
rily at renewable energy to run
operations. For instance, the
Adani group will supply roughly
61 MW of electricity fromits up-
coming solar-wind hybrid proj-
ect in Gujarat’s Khavda to
Google’s cloud operations in
India. As per a report released in
September by Tata Power
Company, the company is plan-
ning two pumped storage plants
(PSPs) near Pune with a cumula-
tive capacity of around 3,000
MW, for which the Central
Transmission Utility of India
(CTUIL) has received applications
fordrawal of 1,400 MW from data
centre loads in Mumbai begin-
ning January 2027.

“The applications are under
process and connectivity is being
proposed at South Kalamb S/s to
address the requirement of
drawal of such huge quantum of

power,” the transmission plan-
ning authority said in a
September report.

In October, the Central
Electricity Authority (CEA) dis-
cussed the anticipated surge in
power demand from data centres
during a National Committee on
Transmission (NCT) meeting,
where CEA chairperson
Ghanshyam Prasad directed the
Power Data Management and
Load Forecasting Division to
study the load pattern of data
centres.

The direction followed an as-
sessment of amajor grid eventin
north India this June, which
caused a load reduction of ap-
proximately 16.5 GW. An execu-
tive from Grid-India told the NCT
that existing load modelling ap-
proaches need to be reviewed in
light of changing load behaviour.

“Further, as a large quantum
of electrolyser and data centre
load is also envisaged to be con-
nected at ISTS (Inter-State
Transmission System) level in
near future, it is important that
adequate reactive power com-
pensationis planned nearby such
ISTS load feeding stations,” the
executive said. Reactive power
compensation near load centres
helps prevent tripping and load
shedding by stabilizing voltage
levels and reducing strain on the
grid. Data centre developers in
India are aiming to increase en-
ergy efficiency, which is indi-
cated by a low Power Usage
Effectiveness (PUE)ratio. InIndia,
the PUE averages around 1.9
while for green data centres, the
PUEis lower at 1.3.

Air India tops up its mega 470-aircraft
order with another 100 Airbus jets

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

INWHAT may be seen as the Tata
group’s growing confidence and
ambition in India’s high-poten-
tial aviation sector, Air India has
topped up its $70-billion order
for 470 aircraft placed last year
with another 100 Airbus jets, tak-
ing the cumulative order size to
570 planes. New aircraft orders
are critical to Air India’s fleet ex-
pansion and modernisation plan,
which the airline embarked
upon after the Tata group ac-
quired it from the governmentin
January 2022.

Air India’s 470-plane order
with both major aircraft manu-
facturers Airbus and Boeing also
included options to acquire up to
370 additional aircraft. In large
aircraft orders, purchase options
allow carriers to buy additional
planes in future at a previously
agreed-upon price and schedule.
The airline did not divulge finan-
cial details of the latest 100-air-
craft order.

The 100 new Airbus aircraft
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ordered by Air India include 10
wide-body A350 planes and 90
narrow-body A320 family jets, in-
cluding the A321neo. The 470-
aircraft order, the world’s largest
aircraftorder at the time of its an-
nouncement in February 2023,
was made up of 250 Airbus
planes and 220 Boeing planes.
With the latest top-up, Airbus
now makes up for 350 of the 570
planes that will be deployed by
Air India and its no-frills arm Air
India Express.

“With India’s passenger
growth outpacing the rest of the
world, its significantly improving
infrastructure and an aspirational
young population increasingly
going global, we see a clear case

File
for Air India to expand its future
fleet beyond the firm orders of the
470aircraft placed last year. These
additional 100 Airbus aircraft will
help to position Air India on the
path to greater growth and con-
tribute to our mission of building
Air Indiainto a world-class airline
that connects India to every cor-
ner of the world,” said Tata Sons
Chairman Natarajan
Chandrasekaran, who is also the
chairman of Air India.

Under government control,
Air India faced significant finan-
cial stress, which did not allow the
airline to meaningfully expand or
even modernise its fleet. The Tata
group wants to transform the air-
line into a carrier of global repute

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

by significantly expanding its fleet
and network and sprucing up the
product offering. These large air-
craft orders are set to play a piv-
otal role in that journey.

Air India has so far received six
aircraft—all A350s—from its
Airbus order, and the airline’s or-
der book now at 344 planes. Of
the 250 Airbus aircraft ordered by
Air Indialast year, 40 were A350s,
while the remaining 210 were
A320 family jets. Of the 220
Boeing aircraft ordered by Air
India, 35 737 MAX jets have al-
ready been delivered.

Air India on Monday also an-
nounced it has selected Airbus’
Flight Hour Services-Component
(FHS-C) to support the mainte-
nance requirements of its grow-
ing A350 fleet. The new materials
and maintenance contract will
help Air India to optimise the re-
liability and performance of its
A350 fleet, with comprehensive
engineering services and inte-
grated component services in-
cluding on-site stock at Delhi pro-
vided by Airbus.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com
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Govt vs RBI Governor
tussle: Repeat of the same
script at the fag end of
Shaktikanta Das’ tenure

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,DECEMBER9
SHAKTIKANTADAS tenure at the
helm of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) comes to an end on
December 10 amid some degree
of friction with North Block to-
wards the end of his second term
as Governor. The trigger was the
central bank’s refusal to cut key
policy rates despite growing calls
on the need to tackle the slow-
down in GDP growth. This tussle
between the government and the
Reserve Bank of India, though, is
not something new or unusual.

Turf wars between the two
sides have played out for years as
successive Governors sought to
protect the autonomy and inde-
pendence of the central bank. The
four predecessors of Governor
Das — YV Reddy, D Subbarao,
Raghuram Rajanand Urjit Patel —
had escalating conflicts with the
governments in Delhi on issues,
including the issue of cutting rates
to spur growth.

There was a repeat of this
trend, with two Union ministers
recently calling for a cut in the
repo rate ahead of the monetary
policy review on December 8.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman batted for “affordable
bankinterest rates” to supportin-
dustries to ramp up and build ca-
pacities. Union Minister for
Commerce and Industry, Piyush
Goyal,alsourged the RBI to cutin-
terest rates to boost economic
growth and look through food
prices while deciding on mone-
tary policy. However, much
against the wishes of the govern-
ment, the RBI, which is keen to
bring inflation under control, kept
the Repo rate unchanged at 6.50
per cent.

YV Reddy, who was RBI
Governor from 2003 to 2008, had
run-ins with then
Finance Minister P
Chidambaram and had
to even offer an “uncon-
ditional apology” to the
minister after the then |

EXPLAINED

ment in conflict with the RBI
which was opposed to the pro-
posal saying thatit was not unen-
cumbered. It was sorted out only
after the RBIinsisted that the gov-
ernment provide a guarantee on
lending by a government backed
entity — IIFCL from part of the re-
serves.

After Reddy made a mention
of Tobin tax on capital flows in a
speech citing it as an empirical
case, the government forced the
Governor to clarify the same day
that there was no intention to tax
inflows.

With differences between him
and the Finance Ministry surfac-
ing on several occasions, D
Subbarao wrote that he was “in-
variably discomfited and annoyed
by this demand that the RBI
should be a cheerleader for the
government”. Subbarao was the
RBI Governor during 2008-2013
when the global financial crisis
rocked the financial system.

“Both Chidambaram and
Pranab Mukherjee who were fi-
nance ministers during that pe-
riod were vexed by the RBI's anti-
inflation stance, which they
thought was stymieing growth,”
Subbarao wrote in his recent book
‘Just AMercenary? Notes from My
Life and Career’

The formation of the Financial
Stability and Development Council
or FSDC headed by the finance

minister wasa flash point
between the finance
ministryand theRBL The

central bank’s rationale

@ W that the primary re-
sponsibility of stability

Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh tried to sort
things out between them. Reddy;,
who contemplated quitting twice
during his tenure, said the govern-
ment has powers to give direc-
tions. But, in giving directions also,
unlike other statutes, consultation
with the Governoris necessaryin
regard to the RBI before issuing
the directions, according toReddly.

Amajor area of disagreement
between Reddy and
Chidambaram related to the de-
velopment of financial markets.
Chidambaram was keen about
the development of bond cur-
rency derivatives inan integrated
manner. However, Reddy ex-
plained that there were other pri-
orities for the financial sector re-
form. Reddy opposed the
proposal made in February 2008
to write off loans to farmers
amounting to Rs 60,000 crore.

A proposal to utilise India’s
growing foreign exchange re-
serves(during 2004-05to07-08)
was mooted by the Planning
Commission firstand then by the
government. That put the govern-

was with the RBland the
new arrangement could under-
mine its influence. The
Government still wentahead with
the proposal when Pranab
Mukherjee was the finance min-
ister. The other major tussle which
was played outinthe openwas on
interest rates. Chidambaram as fi-
nance minister was pitching for
lower interest rates ata time when
inflation was still relatively high.
When the RBI didn’t oblige, he
wenton to say that -if the govern-
ment has to walk alone to face the
challenge of growth, we will walk
alone. That prompted Subbaraoto
respond a week before he com-
pleted his term that “ldo hope that
finance minister, Chidambaram
will one day say thatIam so frus-
trated by the Reserve Bank that
wantto go forawalkevenif have
to walk alone. But thank God the
Reserve Bank exists “.

Raghuram Rajanwhowasthe
RBI Governor between 2013 and
2016, recalled the words of his
predecessor Subbarao about
“frustrated by the Reserve Bank,
so frustrated that [ want to go for

File

awalk, evenifThave towalkalone.
But thank God, the Reserve Bank
exists.” “Iwould go alittle further.
The Reserve Bank cannot just ex-
ist, its ability to say “No!” has tobe
protected,” Rajan said.

In2015 when the government
incorporated a provisionin the fi-
nance bill without consulting the
RBI-to assign the responsibility of
regulating the money markets to
Sebi, the RBI protested fiercely.
Rajan took his objections to the fi-
nance minister and the govern-
ment, leading to the proposal be-
ing rolled back. Rajan was
apparently not very enthusiastic
about demonetisation of the
notes. During his tenure, the RBI
sent a note outlining potential
costs and benefits of demonetisa-
tion, as well as alternatives that
could achieve similar aims.

Rajan was not given an exten-
sion by the government. Weeks
after he left the Governor post, the
government announced demon-
etisation of Rs 1,000 and Rs 500
notes. Urjit Patel took charge as the
24th Governor on September 5,
2016, and was chosen by the BJP-
led government. Under him, rela-
tions between the RBI and the
government remained fractious.
Citing “personal reasons”, Patel
quit as the RBI Governor on
December 10, 2018.

Under Patel, there were signif-
icant differences between the RBI
and the government after the cen-
tral bank resisted the govern-
ment’s pressure to change policies
on surplus transfer, liquidity win-
dow for finance companies and
more powers for the RBI Central
Board. The government had for
the first time invoked a provision
in the RBI law — Section 7 — to
opena formal discussion with the
Governor.

During the tenure of Urjit
Patel, the feud erupted when the
government reportedly sought to
tapinto the RBI's excess capital re-
serves. Then, it also wanted the
central bank to relax lending
norms to smaller businesses. Patel
refused to buckle under pressure
from the government on various
issues and preferred to resign.

On October 26, 2018, the
slugfest between the RBI and the
government came outinthe open
when then Deputy Governor Viral
Acharya, inastinging criticism, re-
minded the governmentabout the
need for an independent central
bank and warned that “govern-
ments that do not respect central
bankindependence will sooneror
later incur the wrath of financial
markets, ignite economic fire,and
come to rue the day they under-
mined animportantregulatoryin-
stitution”. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

‘CCI seeks Supreme Court hearing
to expedite Amazon, Flipkart cases’

REUTERS

NEW DELHI,DECEMBER9

THE COMPETITION Commission
of India (CCI) has asked the
Supreme Court to hear legal
challenges to an investigation of
Amazon and Walmart's Flipkart
e-commerce platforms, saying
those challenges, filed by
Samsung, Vivo and others at
high courts, were aiming to scut-
tle the probe.

In a filing on December 3, re-
viewed by Reuters and not re-
leased publicly, the CCl asked the
court to hear 23 challenges, filed
by Samsung, Vivo, and several
vendors on the Amazon and
Flipkart platforms, to enable the
case to be decided quickly.

Amazon declined to com-
ment, while Flipkart, Samsung,
Vivo and the Competition
Commission did not respond to

PROBE BY COMPETITION
COMMISSION

B The Commission’s
investigation unit
concluded in August
that Amazon and
Flipkartbreached
antitrust laws by
favouring selected
sellers on their
websites.

requests for comment.

The investigation is a major
regulatory challenge for Amazon
and Flipkart in a market where e-
commerce sales are set to exceed
$160 billion by 2028, up from $57
billion to $60 billion in 2023.

The Commission’s investiga-
tion unit concluded in August that
Amazon and Flipkart breached
antitrust laws by favouring se-

lected sellers on their websites. It
alsofound that smartphone com-
panies such as Samsung and Vivo
broke those laws by colluding
with the two e-commerce com-
panies to exclusively launch prod-
ucts online.

Since the findings, almost two
dozen lawsuits across five high
courts have been filed by some
Amazon and Flipkart vendors, as
well as by Samsung and Vivo, to
block the investigation as they
want to “debilitate and scuttle”
the process, the Commission said.

The separate lawsuits, if al-
lowed, “will lead to absurdity
since it will interfere with the flex-
ibility of the (Commission’s)
Director General to carry out in-
vestigation in any matter.”
Amazon and Flipkart have faced
criticism from smaller retailers for
yearsover their business practices.

Amazonand Flipkartdeny any
wrongdoing.
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Far-Right RN party
leader Marine Le Pen

Le Pen’s party
loses bypoll after
toppling govt

Paris: Days after orches-
trating the downfall of the
French  government,
Marine Le Pen's far-right
National Rally (RN) has
lost a seat in a by-election
innortheastern France. RN
critics pounced on the
narrow defeat as a sign of
condemnation of the
party's push last week to
topple former Prime
Minister Michel Barnier's
government over his 2025
budget bill. The close vote
in the Ardennes left
Marine Le Pen's RN with
124 lawmakers - a set-
back, though it remains
the largest party in the
577-seat parliament. The
RN did notrespond toare-
quest for comment or
mention the loss onits so-
cial media accounts.
President Emmanuel
Macron pressed on with
meetings with leftist lead-
ers Monday as he seeks a
new PM. REUTERS

TURKEY

Military copters
collide midair,
killing six officers

Ankara: Two Turkish mili-
tary helicopters collided in
midair on Monday, caus-
ing one of them to crash
and killing six military per-
sonnel on board, officials
said. The second helicop-
ter landed safely. Five of
the victims died at the site
of the accident while a
sixth died of his injuries at
a hospital, the defense
ministry said. The crash oc-
curred in the southwest-
ern province of Isparta
during regular training
flights, according to the re-
gion's governor, Abdullah
Erin. REUTERS

INDONESIA
Landslides,
flood hit Java,
atleast 10 dead

Sukabumi: Indonesian res-
cuers recovered 10 bodies
that were swept away in
flash floods or buried un-
der tons of mud and rocks
thathithilly villages onthe
country's main island of
Java, officials said Monday.
Two people are still miss-
ing. Torrential rains since
last week have caused
rivers to burst their banks,
tearing through more
than 170 villages in
Sukabumi district of West
Java, as mud and rocks
tumbled down hamlets,
said rescue officials. AP
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To SuprroORrT ITS ECONOMY AMID WAR WITH RUSSIA
EU APPROVES NEW $4 4-BN PACKAGE FOR UKRAINE

Ukraine will soon get another 4.2 billion euros ($44 billion) in funds after the European Union mem-
bers approved the payment of the money; said the EU Council on Monday. EU said the money will

help its economy; as the country continues to fight against Russia. REUTERS

We had a purpose and a goal and now we are done with it. We want the state and security forces to be in charge.

FIRDOUS OMAR, REBEL FIGHTER SINCE 2011, PLANS TO RETURN TO FARMING

Day after, Damascus stirs back to life

Busy traffic returns to streets, banks to reopen today; transitional authority to be headed by rebel leader Mohamed Al-Bashir

MAYAGEBEILY
& TIMOURAZHARI
DAMASCUS, DECEMBER 9

DAMASCUS STIRRED back tolife
on Monday at the start of a hope-
ful but uncertain era after rebels
seized the Syrian capital and
President Bashar al-Assad fled to
Russia, following 13 years of civil
war and more than 50 years of
his family's brutal rule.

Busy traffic returned to the
streets and people ventured out
after a nighttime curfew, but
most shops remained shut.
Rebels milled aboutin the centre.

The main rebel commander
Ahmed al-Sharaa, better known
as Abu Mohammed al-Jolani,
met overnight with Assad's
Prime Minister Mohammed
Jalali and Vice President Faisal
Mekdad to discuss arrange-
ments for a transitional govern-
ment, a source familiar with the
discussions told Reuters.

Al Jazeera television reported
that the transitional authority
would be headed by Mohamed
Al-Bashir, who ran the adminis-
tration in a small pocket of rebel-
held territory before the 12-day
lightning offensive that sweptinto
Damascus. A source close to the
rebels confirmed Bashirhad been
nominated, though there had
been no official announcement.

Syria's banks would reopen
on Tuesday and staff had been
asked to return to offices, accord-
ing to a Syrian central bank
source and two commercial
bankers. Syria's currency would
continue to be used, they said.

At the Interior Ministry that
ran Assad's police force, furniture

had been looted and staff stayed
away. Armed rebels were there
to maintain order.

The oil ministry called on all
employees to head to their work-
places starting on Tuesday, adding
that protection would be provided
to ensure their safety.

Fighters from the remote
countryside milled about in the
capital, clustering in the central
Umayyad Square. “We had a pur-
pose and a goal and now we are
done with it. We want the state
and security forces to be in
charge,” said Firdous Omar, who
said he had been battling the
Assad government since 2011 and
was now looking forward to lay-
ing down his weapon and return-
ing to his jobasafarmerin provin-
cial Idlib. The advance of a militia
alliance spearheaded by Hayat
Tahriral-Sham, aformeral Qaeda
affiliate, was a generational turn-
ing point for the Middle East.

It ends a war that killed hun-
dreds of thousands, caused one of
the biggest refugee crises of mod-
ern times and left cities bombed
to rubble, countryside depopu-
lated and the economy hollowed
out by global sanctions. Millions
of refugees could finally go home
from camps across Turkey,
Lebanon and Jordan.

The Arab world faces the task
of reintegrating one of the Middle
East's pivotal states, while con-
taining the militant Sunni groups
that have in the past metastasized
into the sectarian violence of ISIS.
HTS is still designated as a terror-
ist group by the United Nations,
but has spent years trying to
soften its image to reassure for-
eign states and Syrian minorities.

REUTERS

Refugees wait to return to Syria from Turkey at the border
gate, in southern Turkey on Monday. AP

..

The Umayyad Square in Damascus on Monday, a day after the rebels seized control and President Bashar al-Assad fled Syria. AP

Cautious Israel seizes buffer zone,
attacks ‘strategic weapons systems’

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
JERUSALEM DECEMBER9

ISRAEL HAS struck suspected
chemical weapons sites and
long-range rockets in Syriain or-
der to prevent them from falling
into the hands of hostile actors,
the foreign minister said
Monday.

Syrian rebels reached
Damascus over the weekend
and overthrew President Bashar
Assad's government following
nearly 14 years of civil war, rais-
ing hopes for a more peaceful fu-
ture but also concerns about a
potential security vacuumin the
country, which is still split
among armed groups.

Israelis have welcomed the
fall of Assad, who was a key ally
of Iran and Lebanon's Hezbollah
militant group, while expressing

concern over what comes next.
Israel says its forces temporarily
seized a buffer zone inside Syria
dating back to a 1974 agreement
after Syrian troops withdrew in
the chaos.

“The only interest we have is
the security of Israel and its citi-
zens,” Gideon Saar told reporters
on Monday. “That's why we at-
tacked strategic weapons sys-
tems, like, forexample, remaining
chemical weapons, or long-range
missiles and rockets, in order that
they will not fall in the hands of
extremists.” Saar did not provide
details about the strikes.

An AP journalistin Damascus
reported airstrikes in the area of
the Mezzeh military airport,
southwest of the capital, on
Sunday. The airport has previ-
ously been targeted in Israeli
airstrikes, but it was not immedi-
ately clear who launched the lat-

est strike. Israel has carried out
hundreds of airstrikes in Syria in
recent years, targeting what it
says are military sites related to
Iran and Hezbollah.

Syria agreed to give up its
chemical weapons stockpile in
2013, after the it was accused of
launching an attack near
Damascus that killed hundreds.

Meanwhile in northern Syria,
Turkey said allied opposition
forces seized the town of Manbij
from Kurdish-led forces backed
by the United States, a reminder
that even after Assad's departure
to Russia the country remains
split among armed groups that
have fought in the past. This il-
lustrates how the interests of
Ankara and Washington diverge
over support for the Kurds, who
have been instrumental US part-
ners in fighting ISIS group.

WITHNYT INPUTS

Tel Aviv’s
concerns

EXPLAINED

E.

BASHAR AL-ASSAD'S fall
was hailed by Israel as the
consequence of its cam-
paign against Iran and its
proxies. But it s also con-
cerned about who fol-
lows. Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham — the main rebel
force — while being anti-
Iran, is also an Islamist
group with no love for
Israel. Turkey, which
backs the insurgent
forces, is also critical of
Israel’s actions in Gaza
leading to unease in Israel
about the prospect of a
Turkish-backed govern-
ment controlling one of
its northern borders.

© Govt still
functlomng,
challenges
prevail: PM

Prime
Minister
Mohammed
GhaziJalali

REUTERS & AP
DAMASCUS DECEMBERO9

SYRIA’S PRIME minister said
Monday that most cabinet minis-
ters are still working from offices
in Damascus after rebels entered
the capital and overthrew
President Bashar al-Assad.
Streams of refugees crossed in
from neighbouring countries,
hoping for a peaceful future.

But there were already signs
of the difficulties ahead for the
rebel alliance now in control of
much of the country, whichisled
by a former senior al-Qaida mili-
tant who has promised represen-
tative government and religious
tolerance. The rebel command
said Monday they would not tell
women how to dress.

Prime Minister Mohammed
Ghazi Jalali, who remained in his
post after Assad and most of his
top officials had fled, has sought
to project normalcy. “We are
working so that the transitional
period is quick and smooth,” he
told Sky News Arabia TV, saying the
security situation had improved.
He said he is ready to meet insur-
gent leader Abu Mohammed al-
Jolani, who made an appearance
ata Damascus mosque Sunday.

Meanwhile has opened a di-
rect line of communication with
rebels in Syria's new leadership
since its ally Bashar al-Assad was
ousted, asenior Iranian official told
ReutersonMonday,inanattempt
to “prevent a hostile trajectory”
between the countries. But there
is no panic, three Iranian officials
told Reuters, as Tehran seeks diplo-
matic avenues to establish contact
with “those within Syria's new
ruling groups whose views are
closer tolran's”.

Assad gone, Syrians search notorious Sednaya prison for missing relatives

MAYAGEBEILY
SEDNAYA (SYRIA),DEC9

AS FAMILIES desperately scoured
the filthy cells of Syria's forbidding
Sednaya prison Monday for any
sign of long-detained relatives af-
ter its gates were flung open by
rebels, hope for finding missing
loved ones began to fade.
Thousands of prisoners
spilled out of president Bashar al-
Assad’s detention system after he
was toppled Sunday, to tearful re-
unions with relatives who be-
lieved they had been executed.
But countless families were
still trawling dark corridors and
hidden cells in the labyrinthine
complex for a trace of loved ones

detained for attending protests,
defying authorities or simply
voicing discontent.

Ahmed Najjar had come to
Damascus from Aleppo, hoping to
find his brother’s two children, de-
tained by security forces in 2012.
“We're looking. They’re saying
there’s an underground prison,”
he said. The White Helmets res-
cue organisation, which for years
has dug through fallen buildings
after air strikes, deployed a team.

“They had a map from a de-
fected Syrian army officer and
broke down one wall and found
nothing,” said one of the rescue
workers. “They broke a second
and found a door.”

But by Monday afternoon
there was no sign of more prison-

People gather as civil defence groups search for prisoners
underground at Sednaya prison on Monday. Reuters

S Korea’s Yoon banned from
foreign travel, treason probe on

REUTERS
SEOUL,DECEMBER9

SOUTH KOREAN President Yoon
Suk Yeol has been banned from
leaving the country over a failed
attempt atimposing martial law,
ajustice ministry official said on
Monday, amid growing calls for
him to step down and a deepen-
ing leadership crisis.

Yoon has apologised for the
botched attempt and said he was
leaving his political and legal fate
to his ruling People Power Party
(PPP) but has not resigned. He
has become a subject of criminal
investigation, according to local
media reports. On Monday, the

South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol. File

defence ministry said Yoon was
still legally commander in chief,
but growing dissentamong sen-
ior military officers against the
president has thrown into ques-

tion his grip on power.

Oh Dong-woon, head of the
Corruption Investigation Office for
High-ranking Officials, said he had
barred Yoon from foreign travel,
when asked at a parliament hear-
ing what actions have been taken
against the president.

Ajustice ministry official, Bae
Sang-up, told the committee the
travel ban order had been exe-
cuted. While Yoon survived an
impeachment vote in parlia-
ment on Saturday, his party's de-
cision to delegate presidential
authority to the prime minister
has plunged the key U.S. ally into
a constitutional crisis. Yoon has
refused calls, including from
within his party, to resign.

|[ELSEWHERE ]

ers. Outside, Intsar al-Jaber sat
waiting for news. Her brotherand
cousin were imprisoned in
Sednaya but she had not been al-
lowed to see them since 2014.
“They told me... ‘your brother is a
terrorist, and he died, so there’s
nothing for you here”.
Atamosque ontheroadtothe
prison, people were registering
names and phone numbers in
case imprisoned kin were found.
Rights groups have reported
mass executions in Syria’s pris-
ons,and the US saidin 2017 ithad
identified a new crematorium at
Sednaya for hanged prisoners.
Torture was widely documented.
Videos have emerged of some
shaven-headed, near-skeletal
prisoners barely able to give their

names or say where they were
from. Reuters was not able to ver-
ify themall but the freeing of pris-
oners is not in dispute.

Inside the solitary confine-
ment cells, there was water and
mud on the concrete floors.
Excrement lay around. People
searching the prison rifled
through discarded papers and
asked former inmates if they
knew of routes to other storeys.

Several times, they revealed a
hidden hallway, prompting bursts
of gunfire from rebels to alert the
thousands waiting.

Fadel Abdul Ghany, who
heads the Syrian Network for
Human Rights, said that the
prison doors had simply been
flung open had made it harder

to trace inmates, and set actual
criminals free alongside politi-
cal prisoners.

“They need to run this as
well, just like they're trying to
manage other things, keep
things under control,” he said.

Outside the prison, where
traffic once passed quickly, with
passengers' eyes averted, a long
queue of cars waited to get in
while others scrambled across
the scrubby countryside on foot
and cut barbed wire fences to
join the crowds searching inside.

One of those, Radwan Eid,
called Sednaya “the human
butcher's shop”. “The blood that
was spilled here cannot just run,”
he said. "They must be held to
account.” REUTERS

More than 180 killed in
massacre in Haiti capital

Port-au-Prince: More than 180
people were killed in a massacre
over the weekend in one of the
poorest neighborhood’s of Haiti’s
capital, the United Nation’s hu-
man rights chief said Monday.

A leading Haitian human
rights group described the killings
as the personal vendetta of agang
boss who had been told that
witchcraft caused his son’s fatal
illness. The slaughter began Friday
in the Wharf Jeremie section of
Cité Soleil in Port-au-Prince, the
National Human Rights Defense
Network, a civil rights group, said.

Older people who practiced
voodoo appeared to have been
targeted, according to the group.
That assessment was backed by

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

anotherrights organizationand a
Cité Soleil resident. The UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights,
Volker Turk, said in Geneva that at
least 184 people had been killed.
Nearly 130 of those who were
killed were over 60 years old, ac-
cording to the UN, adding that
gang members burned bodies
and flung them into the sea. The
brutality reflects a country endur-
ingan “accelerating spiral into the
abyss,” said William O’Neill, UN
human rights expert for Haiti.
Haiti has been convulsed by
violence since early 2024, when
rival gangs banded together in
an attack on government insti-
tutions, including police stations,
prisons and hospitals. NYT

Netanyahu set to take witness
stand in corruptlon trial today

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JERUSALEM, DECEMBER 9

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benjamin
Netanyahuis set to take to the wit-
ness stand Tuesday for the first
timein his trial on corruption alle-
gations, a pivotal point in the
drawn-out proceedings that
comes as he wages war in Gaza
and faces an international arrest
warrant for war crimes charges.
Netanyahu is on trial in Israel
for accusations of fraud, breach
of trust and accepting bribes in
three separate affairs. Netanyahu
denies wrongdoing, but his ap-
pearance on the witness stand
will be alow pointin his decades-

Netanyahu is on trial over
alleged fraud, breach of
trust and bribery. File

long political career.

It will be the first time an Israeli
prime minister has taken the
stand as a criminal defendant, and
Netanyahu has repeatedly sought

to delay the proceedings, citing
the ongoing Gaza war and secu-
rity concerns. The judges ordered
the trial to resume Tuesday, mov-
ing the proceedings to an under-
ground chamber in a Tel Aviv
court as a security precaution.

Prosecutors have called
roughly 140 witnesses to the
stand. Like other witnesses,
Netanyahu will testify three days
aweek, for hoursatatime,and his
testimony is expected to last
weeks. If he is eventually voted
out of power, being away from the
prime minister's seat would make
it harder for Netanyahu to rail
against the justice system and
delegitimize the verdict in the
eyes of the public.
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THREE KEY PLAYERS IN SYRIA’S PAST, PRESENT, POSSIBLE FUTURE

RECEP TAYYIP
ERDOGAN

LIKELY BIG WINNER OF THE WAR

With Russia and Iran losing their long-
standing ally in Damascus and President-
elect Donald Trump announcing this isn’t
the US’s war, Turkey could emerge as the
most influential foreign actor in post-
Assad Syria — with significant political
and economic gains.

E.

BASHAR
AL-ASSAD

FALLOF AN IRON-FISTED LEADER

The fall of Syria’s president is also a
setback for Russia, where he is currently
sheltering, and Iran. Russia’s bases in
Syria could go, and Iran’s pathway to
Hezbollah could now be cut off. The shift
in Damascus is seismic; a new chapter of
uncertainty begins now.

ABU MOHAMMAD AL-JOLANI

EX-JIHADIST FACES COMPLEX TASK

The leader of the rebel forces has sought to present a moderate, pragmatic
face, handing out assurances of security to Syria’s minorities. There is
happiness in the streets about the fall of the Assad regime — but the
country remains deeply divided. The principal question for the
“transitional” administration: can it force the disarmament,
demobilisation, and reintegration (DDR) of armed groups in Syria today?

4.\ GLOBAL

Re-ordering of W Asia chessboard

The dramatic collapse of the Assad regime in Damascus could have geopolitical consequences even more decisive than the Oct 7 Hamas attack on Israel. Iran has
suffered a setback, and Turkey is now a much stronger and influential regional pole. How did all this come about, and what lies ahead for Syria and the region?

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

BASHIR ALI ABBAS

AFTER MORE than a half century, an Assad
— Hafez or Bashar —is not ruling Syria. Rebel
fighters spearheaded by Hayat Tahrir al
Shaam (HTS) reached Damascus on Sunday;,
forcing President Bashar al-Assad to flee to
Russia with his family.

Even in the Middle East’s great ongoing
tumult, the shift in Syria is seismic.

Just over a year and a half ago, Assad was
viewed globally as the predominant power
in his fractured country. True, the HTS-led op-
position lunged at the window of opportu-
nity that opened as Assad’s allies Russia and
Iran found themselves under pressure — still,
how did the regime that had survived for five
decades collapse in less than two weeks?

What went wrong for Assad?

On December 5, as Hama fell after
Aleppo, Assad announced a 50% salary hike
for serving soldiers to counter the HTS’ call
for them (including Assad’s own Alawite eth-
noreligious group) to defect. It was symbolic
of the desperation that Assad felt, and re-
vealed the structural and financial weak-
nesses of his Syrian Arab Army (SAA).

The SAA has been infamous both for its
brutality —images and videos are emerging
from the now-liberated Sednaya Prison in
which the regime kept political dissidents,
including children — and for extracting in-
formal taxes from Syrians to compensate for
their low official pay. The financial dire straits
of the army reflected the state of the Syrian
economy itself — before the fall of the Assad
regime, 1 United States dollar was equiva-
lent to about 13,000 Syrian pounds.

The stagnation of the conflict over the last
five years, with a Russia-Turkey détente to-
wards the end of the earlier phase of the war
preventing the SAA from attacking Idlib, was
perceived and celebrated as a victory by
Damascus — which left the army underpre-
pared for any eventual counteroffensive.

More importantly, the SAA in 2024 contin-
ued torely asmuchonRussiaandIranasitdid
in 2015 — even though Assad’s relationship
with these countries has been under strain,
and Moscow has been stretched in Europe and
[ran put under pressure in Lebanon.

Where was Iran as the regime collapsed?
There have long existed significant divi-
sions in Iran over Assad, which contributed
to stymieing potentially useful Iranian assis-
tance. Presumptions of victory in the Syrian
war gave Assad the confidence to resist over-
bearing Iranian influence over decision-mak-
ing in Damascus (as it happened in Iraq).
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Rebel commander Abu Mohammad al-Jolani speaks at the Umayyad mosque in Damascus on December 8. Reuters

In 2020, as Iranrailed against the US-bro-
kered Abraham Accords, Assad said in TV in-
terviews that he would not be opposed to
conditional normalisation of ties with Israel.
Over the last year, he has remained indiffer-
ent toIsrael’s campaign in Gaza and Lebanon,
content to prevent the disputed Golan
Heights from developing into a fresh theatre
of war. The indifference continued as Iran’s
so-called “axis of resistance” — Hezbollah in
Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, and Hamas
in Gaza — took debilitating hits from Israel.

Differences on the ground between Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)and
the SAA, and the schisms in Iran between the
pro-Assad IRGC hardliners and the more prag-
matic camp of President Masoud Pezeshkian,
delayed any significant actionlong enough for
the rebels to cut off the link city of Homs from
Damascus — which in any case made the mo-
vement of Iranian aid greatly more difficult.

Perhaps the best reflection of Assad’s
modified position in the Iranian axis was
seen in his last hours of desperation, when
he reached out to Washington to secure a
deal — President-elect Donald Trump gruffly
shot down the idea on X.

What about Russia — and Turkey?

The Russian air action on Aleppo and the
highway to Homs ceased by December 3, with
Moscow focusing on mitigating any immedi-
ate threats to its bases in Latakia and Tartus.

While Russian constraints in Ukraine are
obvious, note that Russia’s earlier détente
with Turkey now has the context of the dan-
gling Damocles sword over the Bosphorus
Strait, which is essential for Russian warships

WHO CONTROLS SYRIA? HOW THE MAP HAS CHANGED
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to link up with the Black Sea fleet.

Turkey, on the other hand, has little to lose
by cooperating with both Russia and other
Arab/ Gulf states to promote stability in Syria
now that Assad has fallen and the Syrian
National Army (SNA), the Turkish-backed
armed group, can attack the Kurds innorthern
and western Syria more freely in the future.

On December 7, Turkey joined its Arab
and Iranian partners from the Astana Process,
the formal Syrian peace process hosted by
Kazakhstan, in calling for a political solution
in Syria that ends military operations, an in-
crease in humanitarian aid, and the imple-
mentation of UNSC Resolution 2254 (which
laid out the process of democratic transition

inSyriain 2015). The statement neither con-
demned the rebels nor expressed concern
over Assad’s precarious position. Tehran and
Moscow too, signed the statement.
Turkey’s rivalry with Syriais old and deep,
going back to Syrian nationalist opposition
to the Ottoman Empire. The large presence of
Kurdish groups in Syria are an additional ir-
ritant. In 2004, Assad became the first Syrian
leader to visit Ankara — but it was merely a
brief geopolitical alignment due to shared
anxieties over the US invasion of Iraq in 2003.
When the Syrian civil war began, Ankara
rushed to bolster the armed opposition to
Assad, established its own military presence
in Northern Syria, negotiated a freeze in the

conflict with Russia, and eventually pro-
pelled the HTS/ SNA to the new reality un-
folding in Damascus today — all over the
span of a decade.

Following Assad’s fall, Turkey has been
quick to switch to the language of “inclusive
governance” in Syria — positioningitself asan
enabler of stability, and projecting the rebel
takeover of Damascus as a natural and in-
evitable outcome after a years-long struggle.

What could the rule of the HTS look like?

HTS emir Abu Mohammad al-Jolani has
worked for long, with more than just the
blessings of Turkey and the US, to unify the
Syrian opposition just enough to coordinate
their offensives and unseat Assad.

Jolani’s actions since then reflect a
broader trend in Islamist Sunni political ji-
had. By appointing Mohammad al-Bashir to
the head of the “transitional” government,
the HTS has sought to follow the example of
Abdul Hakim bil Hajj’s Libya Islamic Fighting
Group, rebranding itself as a regional, prag-
matist, almost nationalist force that presents
itself as an ally of the West.

In behaviour mimicking the Taliban’s
promises in Doha in 2020, Jolani has personally
reached out to neighbouring governments in
Baghdad and Beirut, calling for good relations,
even offering Syria’s services to the interna-
tional community inidentifying Assad’s chem-
ical weapons remnants. (The Taliban were
quick to congratulate Syrians after Assad’s fall.)

As thousands of Syrians return to their
country, rejoicing in the demise of Assad’s
tyranny, the jihadist shadow on HTS’ charac-
ter lingers, notwithstandingJolani’s personal
overtures to the country’s minority groups,
including Assad’s Alawite base.

And what of the myriad jihadist and sep-
aratist militias that united tactically to oppose
acommon opponent whois now gone? Many
of them have enduring intra-group differences
—the HTS, inits earlier avatar of the al-Qaeda
affiliate Jabhat al-Nusra, fought some of the
groups that are operating currently under the
umbrella of the SNA. The principal question
for the “transitional” administration is this:
will it be able to force the disarmament, de-
mobilisation, and reintegration (DDR) of the
armed groups in Syria today?

In the wider region, it is now evident that
all actors in the Iranian “axis of resistance”, in-
cluding Iran itself, are now prioritising their
own security and stability. While the Houthis
continue their attacks on Red Sea shipping,
Tehran’s muscle in the Middle East has been
weakened. However, with Turkey now
emerging as a stronger pole, triggering both
Arab and Persian anxieties, and Israel moving
swiftly to re-militarise and occupy the Golan
Heights after Assad’s fall, the geopolitical land-
scape in the Middle East has changed even
more decisively thanit did on October 7,2023.

(The author is a Research Associate at
the Council for Strategic and Defense
Research, New Delhi)

LIGHTNING STRIKE THAT
CHANGED SYRIA REGIME

NOV 27 & NOV 28: Opposition
groups launched a large-scale
attack on government-controlled
areas in northwestern Syria. They
were led by Hayat Tahrir al-Shaam
(HTS), an al-Qaeda offshoot that
later moved away from the parent
group. The rebels took de facto
control of almost all of the Aleppo
and Idlib governorates.

The attack followed weeks of low-
level violence. Turkey, a major
backer of the rebel groups, said the
rebels began a limited offensive
but advanced as the government
forces of Bashar al-Assad retreated.

NOV 29: Rebels entered Aleppo,
Syria’s second largest city, for the
first time since they were pushed
outin 2016. At the time, Syrian
government forces had the backing
of Russia and Iran. This time, the
rebels met with little resistance.

NOV 30: Rebels announced they
control Aleppo and occupy the
international airport. The Syrian
armed forces claimed to have
redeployed troops.

DEC 1: The Syrian military
launched a counterattack in Idlib
and Aleppo.

DEC 2-DEC 5: Russian airstrikes
helped the Syrian government
recapture some territory, but the
rebels swept into the city of Hama,
which saw massive anti-
government protests in the early
days of the uprising in 2011.

DEC 6: Opposition forces seized
towns near Homs, Syria’s third-
largest city, and the gateway to
Damascus. Its capture also meant
the government was cut off from
the coast, which is a stronghold of
President Bashar al-Assad’s
minority Alawite sect. Homs fell to
the rebels the next day.

DEC 8: State television aired a
video of a group of men saying that
Assad had been overthrown. HTS
commander Abu Mohammad al-
Jolani visited the Umayyad
Mosque in Damascus, and called
Assad’s fall “a victory for the
Islamic nation”. Assad and his
family were later reported to have
fled to Moscow.

—AP

How Saudi Arabia secured hosting rights for the 2034 football World Cup

MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 9

ON WEDNESDAY, FIFA will reveal world
football’s worst-kept secret: the winning
bid for the 2034 World Cup. In what's ex-
pected to be a fairly drama-free affair, the
sport’s global governing body will name
Saudi Arabia, the lone bidder, as the host.
Football’s return to the cash-rich Gulf af-
ter only 12 years — Qatar
hosted the 2022 World Cup —
is a study of how a nation
wove aweb of influence across
the world through sponsor-

SPORTS

tion of the way the Kingdom would push
for the 2036 Olympics, depending on how
badly they want it.

Saudi’s 910 sponsorship deals

Recently, the Danish research organisa-
tion ‘Play the Game’ traced the football
World Cup’s path to Saudi. The investiga-
tion found that Saudi Arabia had 910 spon-
sorship deals across 28 sports, including
multisport events like the Islamic Solidarity
Games.

Of these, 194 sponsor-
ships were only in football.
The Public Investment Fund

ships, Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) and investments to
secure the biggest single-sport event.

Itis also a note for India, as to what they
are up against in their bid to win the host-
ing rights for the 2036 Olympics. Saudi
Arabia — the destination for the 2034 Asian
Games apart from the football World Cup
— and 2030 Asian Games hosts Qatar are
India’s two biggest competitors in the race.

And how Saudi won the football World
Cup rights unopposed could be an indica-

(PIF), the country’s billion-
dollar sovereign wealth fund,
was involved in 346 of the sponsorships.

Further, the country entered into 48
MoUs, which ‘Play the Game’ noted have
been “powerful strategic ties”.

“Beyond fostering goodwill, MoUs pave
the way for...direct access to key decision-
makers within federations. Ultimately,
these decision-makers play a critical role in
voting on significant agendas within FIFA,
including host selection and governance is-
sues,” the report said.

For instance, on October 6, 2022, the All
India Football Federation (AIFF) signed a
MoU with its Saudi Arabian counterpart.
According to the AIFF, itincluded “the provi-
sion of technological support, the organiza-
tion and hosting of youth competitions for
both men and women on a regular basis”.

The AIFF hasn’t publicly said since then
how much of it has been implemented.
However,on December 5,2022, India — af-
ter spending taxpayer money on the bid-
ding process — suddenly withdrew from
the two-horse race involving Saudi Arabia
to host the 2027 Asian Football

Confederation (AFC) Asian Cup. On
February 1, 2023, the AFC named Saudi as
the host for the showpiece event.

Partnerships with AFC

Simultaneously, the country also en-
hanced its relationship with the AFC
through partnerships. For instance, ‘Play the
Game'’ reported that “Neom, Saudi’s ambi-
tious megacity project, became AFC’s Global
Partner from 2021 to 2024”, a deal that was
renewed for another five years.

Such deals were stepping stones to find-
ing its seat on world football’s highest table
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in FIFA. In February 2023, on the same day
when the AFC declared Saudi Arabia as the
hosts of the 2027 Asian Cup, the country’s
football federation’s president Yasser Al-
Misehal was elected as Asia’s representa-
tive to the all-powerful FIFA Council, which
decides on the most important matters
about world football.

Aramco steps in

Aramco, the Saudi state-owned oil and
gas company, then entered into a partner-
ship with FIFA. The deal was widely criti-
cised, and in October, more than 100 female
footballers wrote an open letter to FIFA
against it. They cited Saudi’s alleged human
rights violations and restrictions on
women’s rights as the reasons.

All this while, Saudi continued to
splurge on getting the world’s top foot-
ballers — including Cristiano Ronaldo — to
play in their league while simultaneously
acquiring teams in Europe, the nerve centre
of world football. For example, Riyadh Air
sponsors former Spanish league champi-
ons Atletico Madrid and the PIF owns
English Premier League side Newcastle
United.

Additionally, ‘Play the Game’ reported
that Saudi royal family member Abdullah
bin Musaid Al Saud owns UAE’s Al Hilal
United and England’s Sheffield United. In
March 2021, he added India’s lower division
club, Kerala United, to his portfolio.

After establishing its footprint globally,
Saudi made a move to host the World Cup.

Australia pulls out

In October 2023, FIFA set a 25-day dead-
line for countries to express interest in host-
ing the 2034 World Cup. Less than two
hours after the announcement, Saudi offi-
cially declared its bid. A few days later,
Australia entered the race but pulled out to
focus on securing the 2026 Women’s Asian
Cup and the 2029 FIFA Club World Cup.

That left Saudi Arabia as the sole bidder.
Last week, FIFA gave a glowing review of
Saudi’s bid, scoring it 4.2 out of 5 — more
than the 2026 bid of USA, Canada and
Mexico, which received 4 out of 5.

Last Thursday, Ronaldo supported the
bid, writing on his social media handles:
“The @Saudi2034bid is inspiring so many
young footballers with the promise of
#GrowingTogether...”
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ACROSS DOWN

1 Worn by soldiers for 1 Harry on the guitar (4)
cleaning drains? (8) 2 [ll-starred men of commerce
5Rustic’s family deserts him-  (7)

whatablow! (4) 3 Spirited authors? (12)

9 Along time to muse (5) 4Invest when carried up East
10 He has no illusions about (6)

being onaroll (7) 6 To join one goes to the

11 Induced to become capital of England (5)
religious? (3,2,7) 7 They suffer from wrongly
13 Take cover (6) applied pain test(8)

14 Arrange sit-ins to make 8 It may result not only in the
repeated demands (6) weather breaking(7,5)

17 With fear past,resumeins 12 Doesn’t keep the orchestra
and outs of daily life (7,5) together (8)

20 Not the sortof gearforgo- 15 First sanction it in writing

ahead people(7) (7)

21 Apoint of view expressed 16 Good when the glass is

in stage whisper (5) going up (6)

22 Top player yet only a 18 Give out the centre part of
beginner (4) text due for revision (5)

23 Presumably he washappy 19 Be heard to question
while painting (8) location of clothes (4)

Solutions Crossword 5542 Across: 1 Therapist, 8 Riled, 9 Useless, 10 Parole, 11
Defect, 12 Initials, 15 Dispense, 18 Botany, 20 Roller, 21 Auditor, 22 Nitre,23 Toa
degree Down: 2 Haste, 3 Relief, 4 Position, 5 Truant, 6 Also-ran, 7 Adversity, 11
Deodorant, 13 Icebound, 14 Isolate, 16 Eyelet, 17 String, 19 Noose

JUMBLED WORDS

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

YOU SAY
YOU HAVE

YIRS
EVERY

IT'S
REALLY
ANNOYING.

YIP-YiP=
YiP=Yip-
YiPY

i ek T irwn T8 Sy Seuieee. b @er | [lpssiad-on

How COME WELL, YOUR MOM USER TO
YOURE THE GO TO WORK, BUT OnCE
OME WHO YOu CAME ALONG, SOMEONE
GOES TO

WORK,, AND

NOT Mom?

HAD TO STAY HOME
_—f—f
j :

nclielicn

& THLL Wl e et ricad el b Aradeeest Richilssl D

YOUR. MOMS JOB HAD A LOT
OF STRESS AND AGSRAVATION
SEE ..

MO, SHE'D GOTTEN USED ToIT,
Ty WE FIGURED SHE SHOULD

ST - BE THE EIHE e,
3

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

ROY! IF YOU KEEP EATING, YOU'LL /
RUIN YOUR APPETITE!

. oo LA =
L

S by Wt By A By, b Wt e ekl

THAT'S
THE IDEA

OH... RIGHT. | FORGOT o
THAT JENNY IS
CGGI-EZIHE TONIGHT

s BArAACHTEL S

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

Whoseesthe_____correctly: the photographer, the mirror, or the painter? - Pablo
Picasso (5,,4)
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Difficulty Level 2s

Instructions 2 g 5

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9 4 7
must appearin each of the
nine vertical columns, in

- I

each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the

nine boxes. 9 3
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Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard;

5s=VeryHard;
6s=Genius 8 2

SUDOKU 5800
W
Bl

- W~ o olh N o
O o olw ~N = s
e =~ o wlhno s
--.lqtz-wmmmm—um|
mmmh—nmm-qmi

n
SOLUTION SUDOKU 5799

DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

You're good at You ought soon to
picking winners. At be free from a lot of
least, that's the pressure, and also
current indication. from unwanted

commitments. You are
therefore ready to take the
path of universal love, a
concept which I know is
treated with some scepticism
in certain circles! Still, that's
no reason for you to be cynical.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

I'd say that the two key
considerations at the moment
are that you follow methods
which are tried, tested and
reliable - and look at the
minutiae of the situation,
rather than the big picture.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

This does not Even those people
havetobea with whom you
week of discord, have had profitable
disagreements and dealings in the past

conflict, but that's just what it
could be if you succumb to
frustration and impatience. As
you know, it's much better to
give people a second chance,
especially at home. Why not

are likely to use unorthodox
methods in a vain attempt to
gain the upper hand. Don't
worry: they're suffering froma
bad bout of over-confidence,
and they'll be brought back

follow your own advice? down to earth soon.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec22)
The main Geminian The overwhelming
danger liesin trying emphasis is still
to be too clever. The on travel plans,
planetary signs which today look

strongly advise you to learn
the lessons of the past! Look
again at advice from people
you know and trust. You might
not have taken any notice so
far, but now could be a good

optimistic. Such stars always
carry with them a warning to
consciously check all details,
especially regarding legal
queries. By the way, you may
be embarking on a journey of

time to make up for that. the spirit or the mind.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23) CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Domestic It's a Capricornian
discussions should moment, a time
be pursued with to slow down and
great vigour. Being make sure your
diplomatic and considerate is life is resting on firm

foundations. There's still a lot
of life in the old goat yet and
now is also the time to revive
long-term dreams with a view
to completion next year.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)

quite compatible with
standing up for your rights. It's
justaquestion of arranging all
your points in order before
you open your mouth, and
getting partners to listen.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) For someone
It'safavourable who s supposed to
day, butitall leap before they
depends how you look, you have
handle today's certainly been changing your

highly individualistic
circumstances. You'lldo best
to stick to your principles, but
there doesn't seem to be any

spots, becoming more cautious
by the hour. Perhapsit's
because you realise that your
choices will only work if you

anticipate the possible

practical problems.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Matters intimately
related to your
prestige and status
atwork are still

looking complex.Idon't think

anyone would blame you if you

sat back and let fate take its
course. The end result would
probably be the same in any
case. Your romantic stars are
looking up, so that's good.

real reason why you can't be
infinitely flexible when it
comes to the details.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Try not toinvite
trouble or discord by
saying anything in
haste orinanger. The
plain factis that the nicer you
are to other people, the more
pleasant they'll be toyou.
Simple, isn'tit? Plus, you may
have forgotten a number of
important facts.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
10 December 1963

Shaheed Shri Shri Thakur Bhawani Singh, Dy Comdt of 10
Thakur Battalion of CRPE made the supreme sacrifice
Bhawani while on duty during a terrorist attack in
Singh, Srinagar. His bravery and devotion exemplify

Dy Comdt. the highest traditions of the Force

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
10 December 1991
Shaheed Naik ©On this day, 13 Battalion of

Ram CRPF was deployed in Srinagar

Swaroop (O conduct anti-terrorist

13-02-1953 To ©operations. While on area

10-12-1991 domination patrol in Bijbehra,

o ! 13 Bn the troops were ambushed by

terrorists who opened indis-
-"“! criminate fire. Displaying
remarkable courage, the CRPF personnel retaliated fiercely,
forcing the militants to retreat through the maze of lanes.
Amid the intense exchange, Nk Ram Swaroop, leading from
the front, sustained grievous injuries and made the ultimate
sacrifice. His valiant actions and the dedication of CRPF
personnel will forever remain etched in our hearts.

G BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD Q)

(POWER WING)

CORRIGENDUM-IV (CANCELLATION )
The tender notice against E-NIT No :- 03/2024-25 Dated: 30.09.2024
Work for Mtc. of non-residential building and its allied works at 220 kV
5/5in. BBMB, Narela is hereby CANCELLED due fo non-receipt of
minimum bids as per terms & conditions. The detail of corngendum
may be seen/downloaded from website www.bbmb.gov.in or

https//etenders.gov.in in Sr. Xen O&M Divn. BEMB
Delhi-110035.

(LS R e 8 For your Better Tomorrow Save Energy Today

The Rajasthan State Co-operative Bank Ltd.
DC=1_ Lalkothi 3h-;|p|:|rr| Candar .J[I[Il:l"i e Mhiru E-.ulnr.h'm Tonk Road, Jaipuer-302013.
Ph.: 344814, 2744478, Website: www.rsch.org.in

Tender Motice No. RSCB/Purchase/2024-25/02

Cnling fenders are iviled on eProcuramant Partal, Government of Hajasthan (hitps
apeod. ra|asitan.ge in ] am elgible beddars far alowing -

1. RSCE/NGRTEE24-25/01 - Requast for prapasal for AN of Payment Hub Manragamenl Syslem,
LIMAC ook subscription, NOE-Call, WOS-0M, CROMS, CCIL repeetng IEM MO |stest warsion license
subsciption, 150 20022 NEFT messgqging along with 24xT resident engineer syppar for SFMS &
CCIL appcations

| Tantative E-:hadul&l'm‘tandam

........ e L e

.|Events Farllculars

Date & Time for tender
10122024, 10 AM

T =
e wwer T8 Uian e /b, wees

7 mem T TRER T 96, THEEE B oads EEE
31032005 FF W E TR F 79 T TN SR AAR W
Medical Officer (UPHC's, FRU's, UHWC's & DR.TB Site],
staff Nurse (HDU, UPHC, FRU., Matemnal Health & SNCLI,
Multi Rehabilitation Worker (NPHCE), TBHV {RNTCP),
Homeopathic Pharmacist, MPHS, Anesthetist, Comsultamt
Medicine/ Physician (NPHCE), Eardy Intervention cum
Special Educator RBSK), LMOYs for EMOC (HDU) & STLS
71 Fgis = T 8| e BenEs e meE wem o
BRI www.nhmhbaryana. gov.in =7 T9F % | 9EEEE W g
TE I TEH T TeF TG MR TR eEs & mEey
T P 26012/2024 T OTTH 05:00 TH OTF N SIS UT, TE,
=e Hafrr T TE TRt v wE F gty v Ul a9hn
T T WEA € | WERR e ww W gee dE 5w
HTHET T FTEY AAETE UL ITee # |

Sdr-
Civil Surgeon

NO. 30939/HRY Faridabad

[ Sta"daleanl:ltmﬂ:-f-:luwnlna-:lﬂfe |:II-.-

Lastdala and tene of dawn losd of a-bid 29122024 500

2
4 Lag! Date of submission of e-hid with Bid securiby) 29122024, 500 PM
4

Dpening of Tachnlcal bidfe-bid a0A2 2024 11.30 PM

; Websites where tender is avalable htips:{eproc. rajasthan.gov.in

hiltps:irach.arg.in, Mipsisppo.ra) mc.in

General Manager (P & O

ing

National Games Secretariat

- F-2(01)Acct/Contract/2024-25/186-188

3-forferen wenee eqaen
WWW@W@TWW‘%—WWW 47 / 2024—25
% fAfder srd - 01 (Development Nehru Garden as Theme Based
Park on Public Private Partnership (PPP) Mode.) &1 foferar # ﬁFI'HjTI'\’
e far mar 8, siFarsa fAfder gyum SeHers /31gdrs U EMD,
Tender Fee & Processing Fee Online f&=Td: 24.12.2024 &1 AT 6.00 §o

T STHT DI T b Ug f&Td: 26.12.2024 BT UTA: 11.00 Tof AT 95
el ST | 319 2Tef JATdd 32 | saftrzmil fdvavoen - frem

Date : 06/12/2024

o e el 2a 522 Feege fETa it
/‘V UJVN LIMITED
/4

H.O: “UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5, Boad, Dehradun-243006
Telephones: 0135=2T63808, Fax: 01 35-2T63508
CIN Mo U401 01 URZ001SGL0258E6E, Websitewww . ujvnl.com
Lattar Moo 1087 Tender Notice Date; OH12/2024

office of the Executive Enginear (Civil) SHFP. Maneri, Uttarkashi invites

Er.-:'l.:ﬂr.-:l:l fender from interested parties. Brnel summary of {ender are gvan
elow :

NIT No: -03EE(Civil)/SHP/Maneri/2024-25.

Mame of work; - Construction of Play Ground and its Protection work of

Govt, Primary School at Pilang Village in Bhatwari Disti- Uttarkashi

Estimated cost : Rs 202207200 (Excluding GST)

Date of availability of bid document on website : 10-12-2024

Last Date for submission of bids: 02-01-2025 upto 17: hour

For fuller & further details, kindly visit our websile. The tender documents

can bedownloaded from Nigam's website "www.ujvnl.com”™

Executive Engineer

(Civil) SHP, Maneri

fr

"AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"

Tender notice No. CAO/CN/BNC/

SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY

:H 38/2024 dated 03/12/2024
o Department of Sports (Govt. of Uttarakhand) The undersigned, on behalf of the
. President of India, invites E-Auction for the
o L ] Maharana Pratap Sports College, Thano Road, Raipur, Dehradun-248008 following work.
L
= oJ Date-9/12/2024 RFP References- 46/2024 | |Name of the Work Approx.Value
il ; i Londa-Mirajsection | Rs. 32,31,48,990/-
= iy . NOth(? InVltlng Tender -Construction of ROB at Km.613/800-900
@ MY | | The National Games Secretariat Department of Sports, Uttarakhand on | |in lieu of LC No 392 between Belagavi-
'.ﬁ . . . Sambre station as 1x36m Composite
E s behalf of the Governor of Uttarakhand invites bids from reputed and| |gider clear span (Railway Portion) with
: . : : . 5x18.71m PSC Girder (NH end) and
Q =l experienced firm/agencies/ companies for: ox18.71m PSC girder (Mutaga end) and
a Sr. RFP Bid Security | Reference || |CC block in approaches between
- N Belagavi and Sambre stations
L o No No. (Composite Work). (Tender Ref. No.: LD-
, | MRJ-ROB-LC-392)
E 1. Request for Proposal for Procurement| INR 60,000 | 46/2024 Last date for Submission of bids -

National Games, Uttarakhand

Call

(Supply and Installation) of Squash, Netball
and Lawn Tennis Equipment for 38th

Upto 15.00 hrs on 30.12.2024

For datailz iog on | waww, ireps.gov.in
Deputy Chief Engineer/Construction/
Works Bengaluru Cantonment
PUB/615/AAD360/PRB/SWR/2024-25

or All Advert

$F
9

38th National Games, Uttarakhand:

Activity Description

1. Request for Proposal for Retender for Procurement (Supply and
Installation) of Squash, Nethall and Lawn Tennis Equipment for

[} South Wesieen Railway - SWR Bl SWEELY T SWERLY

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify

Date

Issue of RFP

o, SeTiE gael Ui

&1 BRURE fén

Starting date for submission of Bids

3T am=v = (2024—25)
fre[d wiUe UREY HUSd SR

ELRLL
g T

TILITT

1. E-IHI'EFIETT'I a—-ﬁﬁm A G241 ;’f-‘:lunﬂmumuu ,fan'lm f 2024

09.12.2024
14.12.2024 @ 15:00Hrs

its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot

\Last date of submission of queries

11.12.2024 @ 15:00Hrs be held responsible for such

'The date for Opening of Technical Bids

gioHo0 / e usrer- / fa9®$:09.12 2024

EM'C Agri Ltd, ‘& @ Rt Tl SR tJ:-I-'—I, g A 02 WS, ENIEY
g1 %60 6,900.00 FIAET 4o %0 5004-90= 590.00 FriET g &1 @1 aifH
fafer 26.12.2024 | e &1 fovge Ao, A gigse genf &
AT T—oUsY @ d9¥iEe hitp:/fetender.up.nicin TX 9U¢E B, T
JgAEE @ AENH W SISTS (thal O Tadl & | da w@rar arferem s
(WHYE) #efie AMC No.-10975837739, IFSC Code-SBINDOOOB04 F‘ayable ai
S.B.I. Main Branch Aligarh Through NEFT/RTGS. atefleror arfra=m,
SIFYE YRYY AvSd, 9090 q16Y o =g s o, 220 $0
Sy Rdm-awn amr | g fBa o Aol gard™ g=rs: 1019 f‘e‘lﬂmﬂ

contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,

23.12:2024 @ 12:00Hrs.
23.12.2024 @ 14:00Hrs

1
2
3
4. |Last Date for Submission of Bids
5
6

'The date for Opening of Financial Bids

All the information/Corrigendum/ addendum related to the project shall
be published on the website https://uktenders.gov in and the authority

associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers

25.12:2024 (tentative)

any reasons whatsoever.

shall have the right to reject the bid partially or fully without assigning

National Games Secretariat

make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

CEO

Dehradun.

"IMPORTANT™

DEENDAYAL PORT AUTHORITY
e MARINE DEPARTMENT

No.MR/PS/2024(SM) Date: 05.12.2024
ENGAGEMENT OF 09 NOS. SIGNALMAN AND 03 NOS.

SAFETY INSPECTOR IN MARINE DEPARTMENT ON
CONTRACTUAL BASIS FOR 03 YEARS

Deendayal Port Authority, a leading Major Port under the
administrative control of Ministry of Shipping, Port & Waterways,
intends to engage 09 Nos. Signalman and 03 nos. Safety
Inspector in Marine Department on contractual basis for 03
years.

For details of eligibility, qualification, experience, remuneration,
terms & conditions of contract, etc., please visit the Recruitment
Section of DPA website at www.deendayalport.gov.in
Deputy Conservator
Deendayal Port Authority

biicAE
farsm=
ifEd-2
o A A st fae @l 2024-25 F fow pola: S
AR 9 g €9 % o e 3w ane Fuied | 12.10204 F
& S T Indian Express ¥EAW F W ¥ TAUEUH &
A=A FET WEW 9T TF9E H W3 97 S Medical Officer
o 95 { General), Post Graduated Counsellor ( Total-02),
Nurse (ANM) (Total-01 UR) T Data Manager (Total-01
UR) famiua =i ma 9 570k gwmas A 16,10.2024 1 weanfoa
far . o1 ) fe=i 12.10.2024 F fasm & ot 9T =wA I9Ew g
ArA AHA e
s ot w1 g fem omen # 6 awins wolt w8l = sree Svan
gfn G o stwia faefm fem g Ao = wE & g
A
faferer oot & e TFd (o)

No. J0923/HRY ToUdoUFoTE o o, HIHA |

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me thal accused
person(s) Bablu Sharma S/o Manish Sharma R/o 42, Khair
Road, Ram Nagar Colony, Aligarh (U.P.) has committed (oris
suspected to have committed) the offence in Case FIR No.
64/20, dated 30.07.2020, U/s 411 IPC, PS Kalindi Kunj,
South-East Distt., New Delhi and it has been returned to a
Warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
person(s) Bablu Sharma can nol be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused person(s)
Bablu Sharma has absconded {or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that the said accused person(s) Bablu Sharma of Case
Case FIR Mo, 64/20, dated 30.07.2020, U/s 411 IPC, PS
Kalindi Kunj, South-East Distt., New Delhi is required fo
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or
before dated 09.01.2025 at 10:00 AM, By Order

Sh. Azad Sehrawat

Judicial Magistrate First Class-10
South East Distt. Room NO. 307,
Third Floor, Saket Courts, Dalhi

DP/16099/SE/2024
(Court Matter)

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .
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19 SPORT

WTC SCENARIOS

Proteas one win
away from final

SOUTH AFRICA’S 109-run win over Sri
Lanka at Ggeberha on Monday have
put them on the verge of their maiden
World Test Championship final ap-
pearance. They are now one win away
from confirming their spot for next
year’s title clash at Lord’s.

When the 2024/25 season began,
five teams - India, South Africa,
Australia, Sri Lanka and New Zealand
— were in with a chance to make the
WTCfinal. Thanks to their series defeat
against England, New Zealand are now
out of contention. Sri Lanka have very
slim hopes of qualification. As aresult,
the remaining three Border-Gavaskar
Trophy Tests have gained more signif-
icance as it has become more orless a
knockout contest between India and
Australia for the WTC final spot.

Here are the scenarios and where
each of these teams stand:

m South Africa

At the start of the year, when a sec-
ond-string South African side travelled
toNewZealand, a placeinthe WTCfinal
seemed a long shot. But here they are,
needing only one win from their two
home Tests against Pakistan to seal a
spot. After just one win from their first
five Tests, they have won five on the
bounce and are topping the table witha
63.33 percentage. If they win both the
Tests against Pakistan, they finish on top.
If they lose both, there is a good chance
of Indiaand Australia setting up arepeat
of their 2023 WTCfinal clash. It will also
reignite Sri Lanka’s qualification hopes
as they still have a two-match Test se-
ries against Australia at home.

Remaining Tests: Two vs Pakistan
at Centurion, Cape Town.

mAustralia

They have dropped to second spot,
but the outlook looks bright. If they win
two of their last three Tests against
India, even a series loss in Sri Lanka
won'’t prevent them from finishing in
the top two. If the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy ends 2-2, Australia need to win
at least one Test in Sri Lanka to finish
above India. If Australia lose 2-3 to
India, both their Tests in Sri Lanka will
be must-win matches.

Remaining Tests: 3 vs India at
Brisbane, Melbourne & Sydney; 2 vs Sri
Lanka at Galle

mIndia

A third successive WTC final berth
was within their reach at one stage. It
still is, but it isn’t going to be easy.
Having lost four of their last five Tests,
India still have their destiny in their
own hands. If they win two of the re-
maining three Tests and draw one, they

EXPRESS INAUSTRALIA

SRIRAM VEERA
ADELAIDE, DECEMBER 9

CALLUM FERGUSON, who has played 30
ODIs and a Test for Australia, recalls the shud-
dering moment when he saw his South
Australian teammate Travis Head hit by a
speeding car. It was a decade ago, and Head
had just waved to Ferguson outside a pub in
Adelaide, and was looking to find his mate’s
car when he was hit.

“I feared the worst when I reached him.
The car had taken an awfully long time to
stop and by the time I got to Trav, he was un-
conscious. Frankly, I thought that was it.
Luckily, by the time the ambulance came, he
was conscious though not quite there yet.”
Ferguson and his mates took Head to the
hospital, and he remembers the moment in
the hospital room after the doctors had done
their thing. “It's almost as if nothing had hap-
pened. I was still shaking a bit but he went,
'mate, my head is going to look better now,
won't it?" He was heavily stitched up,
wrapped up in bandages at that point.

“That’s Travis for you, it was a shocking
moment, but the kind of guy he is, he found
some humour to lighten up. As if he was
more worried about us than himself and felt
he should put us at ease,” Ferguson recalls.

Not that he needed that life-threatening
episode to know about Head. Ferguson re-
members the teenager, 10 years younger
than him, coming into the South Australian
team. “You could see he was a touch rough
around the edges, and has become far more
polished now, if I could use that word, with
his stunningly beautiful home at the
Adelaide foothills that overlook the city, but
essentially though he is still the same Trav
that we used to joke around with. That es-
sentially is why the Australian public too love
him: somehow he has retained that larrikin
in him, that everyday Australian bloke. He
came from a humble neighbourhood in
North Adelaide and emerged from a club

"

called ‘Tea Tree Gully’.
EEE

Lee Matthews, 75, has just returned from
batting on a hot day at the
picturesque ground at Tea
Tree Gully cricket club,
north of Adelaide. He re-

SIRAJ, HEAD SANCTIONED

Adelaide: Mohammed Siraj and Travis Head have been
slapped with demerit points for their bust-up in the second
test between India and Australia while the Indian fast bowler
was also fined 20% of his match fee, the International Cricket
Council said on Monday. REUTERS

ADELAIDE’S EVERYMAN HERO

Head for areason

Considered a larrikin in his home city, anyone who messes with him is given a hard time by the crowd, as Siraj found out

' L

s *
-

4

club and how one Sunday she took him
there, hoping that the club would reject him
because of his age. Instead, she was surprised
to see her son happily jaunting across to her
after his stint at the nets, and the coaches
telling her that he can join the colts as he
seems good and confident.

It’s the image of Head, the man who
bashed the living daylights out of the Indians
not just in the Adelaide Test but also during
a home series in India last year, last year's
World Test Championship final and the 2023
ODIWorld Cup decider that Peter Sleep, for-
mer Australian spinner and a coach at the Tea
Tree Gully club, remembers.

“He would have been 10 when I joined
the club and he was this
very confident kid. And he
had that cut shot that the
Indians know more than

can finish in the top two even if
Australia wins the series against Sri
Lanka 2-0.Butif India win the BGT 2-1,
Australia can still overtake them by
winning both the Tests in Sri Lanka.

If India lose the series, they will be

moves his white cricket jer-
sey, and sits under a tree,
enjoying the veterans'
game between Tea Tree
Gully and Goodwood

Essentially, he is still
the same Trav that we
used to joke around
with. Thatis why the
public too love him:

most these days, cutting it
from the stumps! Not as
powerful but the basics
were there.”

Not long after came the

out of the reckoning,. In case the series
ends 2-2, India will need help from Sri
Lanka, who need to draw both their
Tests against the Aussies. In that sce-
nario, India and Australia will be level,
but the former will make it to the final
on the basis of more series wins (3 to
India, 2 to Australia.)

Remaining Tests: 3 vs Australia at
Brisbane, Melbourne & Sydney.

mSriLanka

Their chances are very slim as they
need a lot of other results to go their
way. By the time Australia come calling
on their shores for the first Test starting
on January 29, Sri Lanka will know if
they are still in the race. If they are still
in contention by then, winning both the
Tests at Galle will take them to Lord’s.

Remaining Tests: 2 vs Australia
at Galle.

VENKATAKRISHNAB

REUTERS
GQEBERHA, DECEMBER 9

SPINNER KESHAV Maharaj took five wick-
ets as South Africa secured a 109-run vic-
tory over Sri Lanka on the last day of the
second test at St George's Park on Monday
and a 2-0 sweep of the series.

Maharaj finished with figures of 5-76 as
South Africa took 70 minutes to dismiss Sri
Lanka for 238 in a game that had been set
up for a thrilling finale as both teams re-
quired a win to keep them in contention
for a place in next June's World Test
Championship final.

Sri Lanka resumed on 205-5 needing
143 for victory and the home side required
five wickets but it proved an anticlimax as
the hosts ran through the batting line-up
to add to their 233-run victory in the first
test in Durban.

It took South Africa seven overs to make
a breakthrough on Monday, ending a 97-
run partnership for the sixth wicket with
Kusal Mendes caught by Aiden Markram

Eastern Rangers club.

Inside the clubhouse,
having his lunch, was the
curator and the club senior
team's vice-captain Tom
Van der Jeugd, who had
moved from playing for
Kensington club to here a
while back. “The best thing about this place
is that there are no hierarchies. The senior
grade cricketer would talk the same way to
the junior team's kid as he does to his own
teammate. [ am eagerly awaiting January ac-
tually as Travis is throwing a party for the
10th anniversary of our club’s win in league
cricket. Knowing Travis, you can never tell
what's going to happen!”

More than a couple of decades ago, when
he was just 8, Head would have walked on
the same ground, with his mother Ann, to
bat at the nets for the first time.

Ann tells a lovely story about it in the lo-
cal press. How she had had enough about her
son pestering her to allow him to go to the

Keshav Maharaj spun his side to victory with a five-wicket haul.

somehow he has
retained that larrikinin
him, that everyday
Australian bloke”

CALLUM FERGUSON
FORMER TEAMMATE

first little big moment for
the youngster. He was also
a wicket-keeper then but
Sleep decided to step in. “I
had to tell him that there
are six batting spots and
just one spot for a 'keeper.
Leave the wicket-keeping
gloves alone, and focus on batting.”

Young Head, Sleep remembers, was “dis-
appointed”. “You know how kids are, I guess
he enjoyed the process of being a wicket-
keeper, but as a coach, I had the responsibil-
ity tolook ahead into the future and give him
some direct frank talk. I had to tell him he
had to be outstanding as a 'keeper, but he
wasn’t that. But he can be outstanding as a
batsman. To his credit, he understood it af-
ter a while.”

It was Sleep who decided to hasten the
process of introducing Head into the senior

off Maharaj.

It was sharp catch for Markram and only
given out after a check by the television
umpire to see whether it was cleanly taken.

Mendes made 46 and was followed
shortly after by captain Dhananajaya de
Silva, who got a healthy edge to a quick de-
livery from Kagiso Rabada to depart
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Bat signed by Travis Head and his grade
cricket teammates at his boyhood
South Australian club. Express photo

league. He was just 14, the under-16s was an
obvious option but Sleep believed the boy
was ready to play with the men in senior
grade cricket. “With some kids, you can sense
that. I had played with Darren Lehmann too
and he had played grade cricket at 14-15
years of age. [ saw something similarin Head,
and pushed. His father Simon was pretty pro-
tective, understandably, but he saw my point
of view. We had to see how Trav would cope.
And you will never know unless you put him
in that spot.”

Sleep recalls a specific moment from 4th
grade cricket as the time when he was con-
vinced he had made the right decision. “I also
played that game with Travis and he hit 30-
odd runs. But his demeanour, the shots he
played, the courage he showed, and the gen-
eral sense he gave as if he belonged with that
level convinced me. I remember telling him
that if he played his cards right, he had the
potential to go all the way.”

Going all the way is one thing, but to be-
come a cult hero in South Australia, the home
of the Chappell brothers and Lehmann, is an-
other. Or for that matter even across the
country. At the Adelaide Oval, in the Test

for 50.

That left the tail exposed and South
Africa wasted no time with Maharaj grab-
bing the wickets of Prabath Jayasuriya,
caught at extra cover by Temba Bavuma,
and Vishwa Fernando, who slogged
it up into the sky to be caught by Marco
Jansen.

Jansen took the last wicket of Lahiru
Kumara to ensure South Africa moved to
the top of the WTC standings.

"That was what test cricket is all about,"
said South Africa captain Bavuma, who was
named man of the series for his batting
performances.

"It is rare to play for five days and also
rare when the game is always in the bal-
ance and both teams are in contention. Sri
Lanka asked the right questions with anin-
timidating batting line-up.

Sri Lanka are now out of contention for
the WTC.

Brief Scores: South Africa 358 & 317
beat Sri Lanka 328 & 238 (De Silva 50,
Mendis 46; Maharaj 5/76, Paterson 2/33)
by 109 runs.
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against India, Head received the biggest ova-
tion from the crowd when he walked into
bat with the game in the balance. Any Indian
who messed with him - be it a stare, a few
words or angry gestures like Mohammad
Siraj would come up with - were booed. In
Adelaide, no one messes with Head.

In the morning, a group of Australian fans
had walked into the stadium in black T-shirts
with ‘Bring back Boof!’ printed on them, in
reference to Lehmann, whose nickname was
Boof, a cult hero from South Australia.

And so we turn to 42-year old Tyson
Baird, an occupational ther-
apist who incidentally
spent six months in Bihar

“He is also a straight shooter. The way he
speaks in media interactions. In these times
of what seems to be severely-coached crick-
eters, he speaks his mind. And in our lan-
guage, the way we speak in our everyday
life,” says Baird. “Lehmann was a bit like that.
And he is a big legend in these parts. Look,
after the Chappells, we really didn’t have too
many Test cricketers from these parts. There
was Jason Gillespie, Greg Blewett, David
Hookes, Lehmann ... and then a dry spell.
Finally, came our Travis!”

Head's relationship with Australian fans,
particularly in South Australia, is a touch dif-
ferent from what they had with Lehmann.
Incidentally, on Sunday night, well past mid-
night, Lehmann walked into a pub at
Hindley street, not far from the ground, and
the smiles on the faces of the already punch-
drunk patrons was something to savour.
There was no stiffness in body language, awe
or being starstruck, but lovely warm smiles
all around.

With Head, it’s a bit different. “We feel
protective about him. Lehmann was the kind
of a guy who led the sledges to the oppo-
nents, who can be a bit abrasive, who knew
what sort of alegend he was to the local pub-
lic,and what was his stature. With Travis, we
feel almost protective. He is mild-mannered
and likes to chat but I can’t say it would be
fierce sledges. More like a mate in the pub,
fooling around,” says Baird.

A sentiment backed by Ferguson.
“Perfectly put by that fan. Heady is like that.
Iremember this one pre-game incident from
along time ago for South Australia. There was
this domestic tournament and different
teams had assembled at the airport with
their proper team jackets, shoes etc. And I re-
member Travis walking into our terminal.
Not long before that he had become the
youngest captain of the South Australian
team. And there was our skipper walking in
with flip-flops (sandals), and white shirt that
youwould play agame in. Why? Because he
couldn’t find his proper official team gear!
Classic Trav! To be fair to him, just like his
batting, he didn’t make that kind of mistake
again. He always learns and changes. Though
of course it could be a new mistake he might
make!” Ferguson laughs. “You got to love
him, wherever you are from.”

Ferguson also brings up Head’s con-
frontation with Siraj during the Adelaide Test.
“See, after his initial statements to the press,
he sought to defuse it the next day”. Head
would tell ABC radio how he thought Siraj
was a “sweet guy” and it was “time to move
on”.

The Adelaide crowd’s reaction also ex-
cited Ferguson. “It’s the re-
action of a crowd that feels
protective about him.”

as a volunteer, born and
raised in Adelaide, to un-
derstand why Head is such
a cult hero in these parts.
“He comes across as a
teddy bear! To use a cliche,

It’s the reaction of a
crowd that feels
protective about him.
It’s not areaction per
se against Siraj, buta

Baird, the cricketing fan,
agrees. “It’s not a reaction
per se against Siraj, but a
reaction towards Head. He
raises that kind of senti-
ment in us. I would say

someone whoI can see my-
selfhavingadrinkwith ata
local puband laughingalot.
He really is the everyday
bloke, a larrikin as we callin
these parts.”

This impression holds
despite Head having a
home worth three million dollars in the
foothills of the Adelaide hills, plus other
properties in the city. Baird laughs. “Oh yes,
because we almost feel happy and proud
that one of us has made it big. He has never
come across as this posh private-school kind
of aguy. He is from North Adelaide, not par-
ticularly known for rich posh people.”

That region, just beyond Head'’s neigh-
bourhood, is one of the more lower-income
group regions of the city. As one goes fur-
ther away from Head’s childhood neigh-
bourhood, places like Elizabeth Park, 10-15
kms away from the Tea Tree Gully club, is
one of more crime-infested regions of
Adelaide.

reaction towards Head.
He raises that kind of
sentimentinus.”

TYSON BAIRD
CRICKET FAN FROM ADELAIDE
ONTHE ALTERCATIONIN2ND TEST

even for a neutral non-
Aussie, it would be difficult
to dislike him. I would be
shocked if the cricketing
fraternity doesn’t like
him.”

Just like Sunil Gavaskar
after Head hit the brilliant
game-turning hundred at Adelaide. Before
the start of play, when teams were warming
up, Gavaskar approached Head to congratu-
late him. He also pulled out his phone to
show him a photograph from his playing
days, from a 1980s game against the
Australians in India after he had hit a hun-
dred. Allan Border can be seen in the back-
ground, and in the front was Gavaskar hold-
ing his bat up to acknowledge the crowd’s
applause after a hundred. On top of that bat
was his sunny floppy hat. In Adelaide, Head
would almost repeat the visual, just that he
had the helmet instead of the hat. Both crick-
eters, an Indian legend and an Australian lar-
rikin, would laugh and high-five.

South Africa overpower Lanka to sweep series SMAT: Shami stars, looks

bowling fit, in Bengal win

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BENGALURU, DECEMBER 9

SHOWING NO signs of rust, Mohammed
Shami carried Bengal to the quarterfinals of
the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy by smashing
a game-changing 17-ball-32 and bowling
13 dot balls in his four overs that paved way
for his team's thrilling three-run win
against Chandigarh, here Monday.

With no clarity over his international
comeback, the 34-year-old played his
eighth SMAT T20 game in 16 days and has
bowled his full quota in almost all the
games.

On the day, he first used long handle to a
good effect, taking 19 runs off seasoned
Sandeep Sharma's final over as Bengal
reached 159 for 9 after tottering at 114 for 8.

He crunched two sixes and three fours,
mostly flashing through point region but
the final wicket stand of 21 off 10 balls with

Sayan Ghosh proved crucial.

Veteran Kolkata Maidan slinger Ghosh
(4/30), who is known to be a death overs
specialist, bowled a brilliant final over
where 11 runs were required as Nikhil
Sharma's planning went all awry.
Chandigarh were restricted to 156 for 9.

Having already warmed up nicely by
facing 17 deliveries, Shami bowled a very
good first spell and removed opener Arsalan
ZKhan off the very third delivery, caught by
Shakir Habib Gandhi.

Compared to his first Ranji Trophy game
against Madhya Pradesh where he looked
overweight and slightly paunchy despite
bowling 42 overs, Monday's Shami looked
leaner and the famous upright seam pres-
entation was very much there.

During the Ranji match, many experts
debated how his follow-through, which is
pretty straight post delivery, was ending to-
wards cover which is an indication that he
was unable to complete his action.
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Ding bounces back after slip

With just two games left and nothing to choose between the players, the
prospect of a tie-break seems increasingly likely

AMITKAMATH
MUMBAI,DECEMBER9

AS D Gukesh hunkered down over the chess-
board, head in hands trying to find his way out
of the complication in the miniature battlefield
in front of him, Ding Liren took a moment to
stretch his arms behind his chair. Then, despite
everything — the match situation, the tension
of the game, the attacking ability of his oppo-
nent — the Chinese world champion yawned.

The teenager across the table was scram-
bling at that point, both on the clockand on the
board, needing to make 24 moves in 34 min-
utes. The evaluation bar was snaking upwards,
indicating that Ding had a chokehold on Game
12. Gukesh's pieces had no good squares to
jump on. When Ding had made his 17thmove
(17.Qd2), Gukesh had almost an hour on the
clock. By the time he responded, he had just
33 minutes left.

Even after spendingall that time, it was not
the kind of move that unlocked a door for es-
cape.Infact, LeelaZero,aneural network chess
model, raised Ding’s chances of winning the
match from 38.2 percent to 51.9 percent im-
mediately after Gukesh’s 17thmove (17...Bg6).

Barely an hour later, Gukesh threw in the
towel. For the fourth time in two years, Ding
had pulled arabbit out of the hat just when he
needed to: winning a game at the world cham-
pionship when he was trailing after a defeat.

The Chinese grandmaster did this three
times to lan Nepomniachtchi to force the bat-
tleinto the tiebreaks, where he eventually pre-
vailed. He has now done it to the 18-year-old
fromIndiaright after losing to himin Game 11
on Sunday. With two games remaining in the
2024 world chess championship, the prospect
of tiebreaks appears increasingly likely as both
players are deadlocked on six points each with
two wins each. How does he keep doing this
time and again?

“Just by chance,” Ding told grandmaster
Maurice Ashley at the post-match press con-
ference when asked how he finds the strength
to bounce back time and again.

“Yesterday was adifficult game to deal with
since I was much better at one point and just
spent too little time at critical moments and
spoiled a very good position. I continued my
normal routine. Had dinner, slept earlier and
gotrefreshed for today's game.” Ding’s prede-

D Gukesh at the post-game press conference on Monday.

FIDE/Eng Chin An

cessor Magnus Carlsen has predicted that the
most likely scenario after his defeat in Game
11 was that Ding Liren would “crumble”. Even
before the world championship started, many
elite grandmasters had said that they feared it
would turn out to be a “massacre”.

Rising to the challenge

But Ding showed he is made of sterner
stuff, evenif he had not played his best chessin
Singapore.

“This is Ding's best game in the past two
years. This is his real strength when he is in
good form. What a statement to make after a
horrible blunder yesterday!” said Susan Polgar
on X. “For those who said that Gukesh would
destroy, demolish, humiliate, and massacre
Ding, they were all wrong! As I said all along,
this will be a close match, and it will be.”

It was one of those games where Gukesh
didn’t really make any massive mistakes. It was
death by tiny inaccuracies and marginal gains
made on every move that eventually added up
to a massive advantage on the board.

The evaluation bar could only offer up the
following four moves from Gukesh as inaccu-
racies: 20..Bf6?!, 22..Bg5?!, 26..Qd7?! And
36..Rc4?!.

But so clinical was Ding on Monday that by
the middle game, Gukesh’s pieces were almost
running out of good squares to be on while the

champion had control of the central files. “I just
put pressure on my opponent the whole game
— I did not slip like last game!” smiled Ding at
the post-match press conference.

For Gukesh there is still some solace.

“Obviously, this game is a bit of a disap-
pointment. Thankfully, it is a rest day tomor-
row. Nice to know the scoreis still tied and that
this game is not a huge blow to my chances.
Willjust try to play good games in the remain-
ing two games,” said the usually unflappable
Gukesh, who for once needed time to com-
pose himself after resigning. Over the past
three weeks, it has been a cagey battle in
Singapore. Ding won the first game. Gukesh
won Game 3. After that, seven straight games
ended in draws.

But the world championship sprung tolife
after Gukesh’s win in Game 11. Ding, who has
been largely content to play out draws — even
offering split points in Game 6 and Game 8
wheninasuperior position on the board — has
only now started to feel the urgency to win.
And win he did, not due to chance, as he tried
to brushit off.

Dutch grandmaster Anish Giri, while
speaking on Chess24 about the way the Ding
vs Gukesh battle has shaped up over 12 games,
said: “This reminds me of the movie Tenet — I
completely lost the plot, but I'm just enjoying
theride!”
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There can't be a better time than now to bring home your new Kia. Your favorite tech-loaded, inspiring Kia now comes with astounding benefits and privileges. Visit your

nearest dealership today.
Exclusive ownership benefits
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Exclusive scrappage benefits of up to 20 000/-". Additional benefits for select corporates (consumer, accessory, extended warranty and maintenance package benefits).
Kia cars are now available through Canteen Stores Department (CSD) & Kendriya Police Kalyan Bhandar (KPKB).

For more information, visit your nearest dealership or contact: 1800 108 5000 | (® 093195 91407 | www.kia.comfin | (& BookKia ) | kiacare@kiaindia.net | Look for'Kialndia"@ ¥ (& &3 X

Terms & condition apply. "Exchange and loyalty benefits is a split of 40 000 exchange benefit and lovalty benefit up to T20 000 for existing Kia customers. "Limited period offer. Applicable on all trims of Sehtos and select trims of Carens. 3 years standard warranty and 2 years extended
warranty, “Additional benefit amount is for highes! variant and same may vary from mode! 1o model. Applicable on select trims of Seltas, Sonet and Carens, *Depending on the old car age & quality, old car price to be considered as down payment, Balance will be converted Inta EMI
for full tenure, combined with finance & insurance benefits. “Defined benefit is 1.5% of the value of Ex-showroom price of the purchased-car or up to £:20 000 which-ever is lower. The product shown is for representation purposes only. Actual features, colors, and specifications may
not be part of standard fitmeant and may vary, Kia India Pvi. Ltd, reserves the right 1o make any changes with respect 1o the frims, colors, specifications, and other defails of any model as mentioned or fo modifyfdiscontinue any offar/scheme/service withou! prior notice, These are
meant 1o keep you safe on the roads: Visit vour nearest Kia dealership for more details. Kia urges you fo follow fraffic rules

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: DELHL: Frontier Kia, Safdarjung. Ph: 9873943152 Lohia Kia, Peeragarhi, Ph: 8929300642, Wazirpur, Ph: 8829200845 Jayanti Motors, Lajpat Nagar, Ph: 728900/0428, Mathura Road, Ph: 7290027386 Jayanti Kia,
Okhla, Ph: 8800040532 Allied Kia, Connaught Place, Ph: 80473632017: Karol Bagh, Ph: 0B045888886 Ritu Kia, Mayapuri, Ph: 7419798999 Speedingo Kia, Patparganj Industrial Area, Ph: 9555125125 Speedingo Kia, Dilshad Garden, Ph:
9910100777 Automotive Kia, Dwarka, Sector 20, Ph: 8142919919: Rajapuri, Ph: 9953800193 Speedingo Kia, Gokulpuri, Ph: 8555289289 Sparsh Kia, Moti Nagar, Ph: 7428380700 Lohia Kia, Rohini, Ph: 8929247777, 8929200803 Shuban Sal Kia,
Vikaspuri, Ph: 9218039120 GURGAON: Frontier Kia, M.G. Road, Ph: 096542 64367 Fronfier Kia, Golf Course Road, Ph: 8045888759 ASB Automobiles, Golf Course Exitn. Road, Ph: BBOO185551 Dhingra Motors, Old Gurgacon, Ph: 8529275366 Allied
Motors, Sohna Road, Ph: 3899486666 FARIDABAL: Dhingra Motors, Badhkal Chowk, Ph: 8743900045 PALWAL: Saluja Kia, Near Huda Chowk, Pappan Plaza, Ph: 7056661800 NOIDA: Allied Motors, Sector 6, Ph: 9899476666 Lohla Kia, Sector 63, Ph!
8929300525 Jayanti Kia, Salarpur Khadar, Ph: 8929119911 GREATER NOIDA: NRL Kia, B-1, Surajpur, Ph: 8929484657 GHAZIABAD: ASB Automobiles, Sahibabad, Ph: 8505935555: Ghaziabad, Ph: 8505815555; Pandav Nagar, Ph: 7042540555
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