The Washington

Prices may vary in areas outside metropolitan Washington.

Jost

SU V1 V2 V3 V4

Democracy Dies in Darkness

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2024 - $3

%ﬁ) Rain 54/43 » Tomorrow: Misty in the p.m. 58/54 B6
In Syria, a new era as Assad’s regime falls

Letters
urge Biden
to empty
death row

Trump would not be able
to undo commutations
of federal sentences

BY MARK BERMAN,
ANN E. MARIMOW
AND YASMEEN ABUTALEB

A coalition of former prison
officials, relatives of homicide vic-
tims, civil rights advocates and
religious leaders are urging Presi-
dent Joe Biden to empty federal
death row before he cedes the
White House to President-elect
Donald Trump, who staunchly
supports capital punishment.

Letters to Biden that are slated
to be made public Monday ask
him to commute all federal death
sentences to life without parole,
invoking the president’s Catholic
faith and public opposition to
capital punishment, and criticiz-
ing the death penalty as arbitrary,
unfair and biased.

“We need clear and lasting
steps that will ensure that the
next administration will not exe-
cute the people currently facing
death sentences in the federal
system,” states one of the letters,
signed by a collection of current
and former prosecutors, police
chiefs and attorneys general.

Forty people are on federal
death row, including the gunman
who Kkilled nine Black parishio-
ners in Charleston, South Caro-
lina, the surviving Boston Mara-
thon bomber and the attacker
who gunned down 11 people at a
Pittsburgh synagogue. All three
were sentenced to death when
Biden served as president or vice
president.

Others are far less prominent,
including a person convicted of
killing a fellow federal inmate
and another convicted of robbing
abank with an associate who shot
and Kkilled a guard. Their attor-
neys are telling Biden in some

SEE DEATH ROW ON A4

Musk’s Mars
dreams have
benefited

U.S. military

BY EvA Dou
AND AARON GREGG

Amused observers have long
dismissed Elon Musk’s dream to
colonize Mars as unserious sci-
ence fiction. But in his pursuit of
the Red Planet, Musk has man-
aged to build a deadly serious
business with vast military con-
sequences.

Security experts say SpaceX
has leapfrogged so far ahead in
several critical technologies that
it could deter major rivals like
China from engaging in a war
with the United States — or tip
the balance if one breaks out.
Others worry that it could pro-
voke an untimely response.

Musk is in the first camp. In
recent days he has remarked on X
that his ambition to send crews to
Mars as soon as 2028 would
result in “alien-level technology
that is crushingly better than
competitors,” along with making
an oblique reference to averting a
war against China. That prospect
may not be imminent, but it has
become the focus of U.S. defense
preparations as China rises.

Technological prowess is one
reason SpaceX’s value has
jumped to around $350 billion
from $210 billion earlier this

SEE MUSK ON Al4
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Syrian opposition fighters in Damascus, Syria, on Sunday celebrate the fall of Bashar al-Assad, who was in power for a quarter-century.

Biden says U.S.
forces launched
airstrikes againsl
Islamic State

BY MICHAEL BIRNBAUM,
CAT ZAKRZEWSKI
AND Mi1ssy RyAN

The Biden administration
raced Sunday to try to help stabi-
lize Syria after the collapse of Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad’s regime,
targeting the Islamic State with
dozens of airstrikes and monitor-
ing Syrian stockpiles of chemical
weapons.

President Joe Biden announced
that U.S. forces had hit Islamic
State camps and operatives in Syr-
ia and said that the United States
was working with its partners to
address concerns that extremist
groups could capitalize on the
power vacuum left by Assad’s de-
parture to Russia.

“We're clear-eyed about the fact
that ISIS will try to take advantage
of any vacuum to reestablish its
capabilities to create a safe haven,”
Biden said, speaking from the
Roosevelt Room. “We will not let
that happen.”

The rebel groups that toppled
the autocrat had their own “grim
record of terrorism,” he said.
“They’re saying the right things
now. But as they take on greater
responsibility, we will assess not
just their words, but their ac-
tions.”

SEE U.S. ON All
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Syrians living in Turkey burn photos of Assad in celebration in the city of Gaziantep on Sunday.

Multiple cracks led to collapse of singular hold on power

BY L1z SLY

President Bashar al-Assad
ruled his country with an iron fist
for 24 years, as his father had
done for 30 years before him.
When he appeared to prevail in
Syria’s civil war, it was widely
assumed he would remain in
power until he was ready to hand
over to his own son.

Instead, his supposedlyindom-
itable regime turned out to be a
hollow shell, crumbling in only 11
days in the face of an advance by
lightly armed rebels. As opposi-
tion forces converged on Damas-
cus from the north and the south
late Saturday night, Assad fled to
the airport and boarded a plane,
according to Syrians in Damas-
cus. Russian state media reported

Sunday that he had been granted
asylum in Moscow.

By the time the end came,
Assad was isolated and alone,
abandoned by his main interna-
tional allies, Russia and Iran, by
an army that was no longer will-
ing to fight for him, and by his
minority Alawite constituents,
many of whom chose to defect or

SEE ASSAD ON A10

CELEBRATIONS MARK
DICTATOR’S OUSTER

Anxiety over nature of
rebel force behind charge

BY KAREEM FAHIM,
MouaAMAD EL CHAMAA
AND LOVEDAY MORRIS

ISTANBUL — President Bashar
al-Assad, Syria’s autocratic ruler,
was ousted Sunday after a
quarter-century in power, top-
pled after an Islamist rebel offen-
sive that hurtled through Syrian
cities and towns, and finally
Damascus, the capital and once-
feared seat of Assad’s power,
which fell with little sign of a
fight.

The Syrian leader, the scion of
a family that ruled Syria for more
than half a century, vanished in
silence Sunday, abandoned by
allies and friends. It fell to Rus-
sia, Assad’s longtime military
benefactor, to announce his res-
ignation and flight from Syria.
Assad went to Moscow, Russia’s
state news agency said.

If Assad’s exit was quiet, the
gatherings to mark his ouster
Sunday were cacophonous,
erupting in Damascus and other
Syrian towns with celebratory
gunfire. Joyous rallies were held
by Syrians in exile, in Istanbul
and elsewhere. At the border
between Lebanon and Syria, peo-
ple sang, set off fireworks and
burned banknotes bearing As-
sad’s face.

“There was a nightmare and
it’s gone,” said Mohammed al-
Azzam, 37, from Hama, the sec-
ond city to fall in the rout by the
rebel forces led by Islamist group
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS).

In darker but more poignant
rituals, rebel fighters freed thou-
sands of traumatized inmates
from Syrian prisons, facilities
whose names alone conjured
horror, including Sednaya and
the Syrian military’s Palestine
Branch.

On Sunday morning, Syrian
state television — which only
hours earlier had been broad-
casting false reports of army
successes and assuring citizens
that Assad was safe — abruptly
switched to hosting rebels on air.
“Syria has regained its freedom,”
a news anchor said.

One resident of Damascus saw
people “celebrating and shoot-
ing” The joy, though, seemed
tentative. “The streets are empty;
no one is even walking,” said the
resident, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity because it was
not clear yet whether it was safe
to speak to reporters.

SEE SYRIA ON Al12
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Scientists look to past [or clues to [uture quake

Researchers hope to mitigate tsunami risk in the Pacific Northwest

BY CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON

BANDON, ORE. — The warnings
of a looming cataclysm are ubiq-
uitous along the Oregon Coast.
On blue-and-white signs, a car-
toon wave curls out of the sea,
capital letters blaring: TSUNAMI
HAZARD ZONE. Harbingers of a
future disaster are always in the
periphery, staked next to high-
ways, on neighborhood streets,
between the crab shack and the
chowder house.

A massive earthquake will one
day rattle the region. Minutes to

knows when.

In the late 1980s, scientists
began to recognize that one of the
biggest hazards on the planet
lurks just off the coast of the
Pacific Northwest. The Cascadia
Subduction Zone, where one
plate of the Earth’s crust dives
beneath another, stretches from
Northern California to Canada’s
Vancouver Island, getting stuck
and building up stresses. Until
the day they release.

The last time this happened
was more than 300 years ago.
That means to understand the

team of tsunami detectives, clad
in waders and knee-high muck
boots, trudged into soggy marsh-
es at the mouth of Oregon’s
Coquille River — on the hunt for
buried catastrophes.

Finding this record intact isn’t
easy.

On a sunny July day, scientists
wove their way through waist-
high marsh grasses, stepping over
driftwood trip hazards and
sneaky, ankle-twisting channels.
They were searching for “1700” —
a 9-magnitude temblor that year
that shook the land, caused large

Soil samples from the Oregon Coast have provided scientists with
evidence of a quake and tsunami that hit the region in 1700.

hours later, a surge of seawater
will swallow the land. No one

future risk, scientists must recon-
struct the past. This summer, a

swaths of the coast to sink several

SEE TSUNAMI ON A2
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Oldest gun in continental
U.S. is found in Arizona

BY KYLE MELNICK

After archaeologist Deni Sey-
mour found the rarest artifact of
her career, her excitement turned
to worry that she would be inves-
tigated by police.

She had unearthed a 3'-foot
bronze cannon in Nogales, Ari-
zona, near the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der. Seymour and her colleagues
placed it atop a beige bedsheet
and carried it into the back seat of
her Jeep Wrangler. She had to
pass a Border Patrol station on
her drive home, she said, and she
didn’t know how she would start
to explain why she had a 500-
year-old firearm.

“If that thing got taken,” Sey-
mour said, “I might not ever see it
again.”

Seymour escaped with the
roughly 40-pound cannon, which
she said was probably built in the
early 16th century and was car-
ried by Spanish explorers to
North America a few decades
later. Seymour, who published
her findings in the International
Journal of Historical Archaeology
last month, said the cannon is the
oldest firearm that has been
found in the continental United
States.

The cannon, also referred to as
a wall gun, often was placed on a
large wooden tripod and was
operated by two people. It could
fire buckshot — which research-
ers said sprayed opponents like a
swarm of hornets — and lead
balls, which were used to destroy
thin walls. Gunmen placed prim-
ing powder on a flat ledge near
the touch hole, and the cannon
ignited with a slow-burning
match cord.

Firearms are now more deadly
than ever and can be purchased
without a license in many U.S.
states. “Ghost guns” can even be
built by anyone. But the cannon
Seymour discovered is believed to
be among the first portable fire-
arms.

“An artifact like this can con-
nect people to the past, to history,
and really stirs their imagina-
tion,” Seymour, 66, told The
Washington Post.

Seymour began searching for
500-year-old artifacts in south-
ern Arizona in July 2020. She
hoped to find items from the
expedition of Francisco Vazquez
de Coronado, a Spanish explorer
who traveled north in the mid-
16th century from what is now
Mexico in search of mythical cit-
ies and a route to Asia. He trav-
eled with hundreds of soldiers
and enslaved people and estab-
lished one of the first European
settlements, which explorers
called San Geronimo III, located
near the modern-day Santa Cruz
River.

Vazquez de Coronado’s team
reached as far north as Kansas
before returning to Mexico —
probably after losing in battle to
Native Americans who lived on
the land. Seymour’s research
could help fill in the missing
pieces of that ill-fated expedition,
including whether they made
camp in Arizona — and what
happened to the Spaniards there.

Items believed to stem from
their expedition — caret-headed
nails from horses, the head of
crossbow bolts and musket balls
— had been found in New Mexico
and Texas, but Seymour wanted
to learn whether the explorers
also traveled through Arizona.

Using metal detectors near the
Santa Cruz River, Seymour and

her team dug up equipment they
believed belonged to the Spanish
explorers: a rowel spur, European
pottery and fragments of olive
jars, which Spanish colonies used
as storage and shipping contain-
ers. She said she believed she was
in San Geronimo III.

In September 2020, Seymour
was digging in Nogales when she
said she struck something that
looked like bronze or copper. She
thought it may have been a bell.

“What in the world is there?”
she asked a colleague, according
to a video Seymour took of the
discovery.

As she Kkept digging through
dirt, Seymour said it became clear
that the item was wider than a
bell. Then she saw parts of a
firearm — a touch hole and a
barrel. After uncovering it, Sey-
mour said, she and a colleague
marveled at their discovery for a
few minutes.

“I was in shock,” she said. “It
was just an odd feeling that I
rarely get.”

While historians haven’t
agreed on an exact date that
fircarms came to the United
States, some researchers had be-
lieved that guns first came to the
area in the early 17th century,
when European colonizers trav-
eled to the Americas in force. A
metallurgical analysis found that
the cannon’s materials were from
the early 16th century, Seymour
said.

There was no black residue in
the cannon’s barrel, Seymour
said, so it was probably never
fired. By the mid-16th century,
some soldiers no longer used
portable cannons, instead carry-
ing lighter weapons such as
wheellocks, muskets and match-
locks, Seymour said. But the can-
non was still light enough for
people, horses and mules to carry,
according to researchers.

Explorers may not have had
time to collect the cannon before
retreating from attacks from Na-
tive Americans, Seymour said.
Her team also found lead shot,
parts of chain mail and plate
armor, and pieces of broken
swords and daggers near the can-
non, supporting the theory that a
battle occurred there.

Matthew Schmader, an ad-
junct archaeology professor at
the University of New Mexico
who wasn’t involved in the study,
said there are still unknown parts
of the Spanish expedition that
Seymour’s research could help
answer.

“It may help to fill out some of
the missing details of, not only
some of the material and the
weaponry, but also that area,”
Schmader said. “Because that
particular area, that portion of
the expeditionary route, is really
pretty unknown.”

Seymour said the cannon is in
a secure area but will eventually
be displayed at a museum. She
has continued searching south-
ern Arizona for materials, and, in
March, she said she found an-
other cannon that’s designed sim-
ilarly to her first discovery. She
still hopes to find skeletons, ani-
mal bones and more parts of
adobe-and-stone buildings that
Spanish explorers often built.

“The cannon is pretty darn
wonderful, but each artifact we
find and the context of them has
the potential to convey a really
interesting part of the story,” she
said. “And that’s what’s fun about
it. That’s what’s interesting, and
that’s what keeps me going.”
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Insurer scraps limits on anesthesia coverage

BY JISELLE LEE

One of the country’s largest
health insurers is facing backlash
from doctors and government
officials over its decision to no
longer pay for anesthesia care if a
surgery or procedure goes be-
yond a time limit.

Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield
insurance announced in early
November that it planned to
change how it evaluates billed
time on professional claims for
anesthesia services next year and
deny any claims for anesthesia
services that exceed that time
limit.

The change was set to apply to
members in Connecticut, New
York and Missouri. A spokesper-
son for the company said in a
statement that Anthem had de-

cided not to proceed with the
change following what the com-
pany claimed was “widespread
misinformation.”

“To be clear, it never was and
never will be the policy of An-
them Blue Cross Blue Shield to
not pay for medically necessary
anesthesia services,” the spokes-
person said. “The proposed up-
date to the policy was only de-
signed to clarify the appropriate-
ness of anesthesia consistent
with well-established clinical
guidelines.”

Connecticut Attorney General
William Tong said in an Insta-
gram post that Anthem’s anesthe-
sia coverage limits would have
been “a terrible policy.”

“Neither patients nor anesthe-
siologists can control the length
of a surgical procedure once it

begins,” Tong wrote. “What did
Anthem expect doctors to do?
Wake patients up in the middle of
surgery?”

On Thursday, Connecticut
Comptroller Sean Scanlon said he
had contacted Anthem after
“hearing from people across the
state about this concerning pol-
icy”

“I’m pleased to share this pol-
icy will no longer be going into
effect here in Connecticut,” Scan-
lon wrote on X.

Madi Csejka, a spokesperson
for the Connecticut comptroller’s
office, said the office was unable
to comment on Anthem’s deci-
sion-making process that led to
the reversal.

Anthem wrote in a news re-
lease in November that the up-
dated billed time would include

preservice evaluations and the
intra-service and post-service pe-
riods. Doctors would have to doc-
ument the pre- and post-opera-
tion time, following American
Society of Anesthesiologists
guidelines, to appropriately
charge the patients for the billed
time.

Donald E. Arnold, president of
the American Society of Anesthe-
siologists, wrote that Anthem’s
decision was “appalling behav-
ior” that will inhibit anesthesiolo-
gists from providing patients
with complete and safe anesthe-
sia care.

“This egregious policy breaks
the trust between Anthem and its
policyholders who expect their
health insurer to pay physicians
for the entirety of the care they
need,” Arnold said.

Researchers study massive 1700 quake

TSUNAMI FROM Al

feet and triggered a tsunami. To
find evidence of it, they plunged
the pointy tip of a cylindrical
metal tool called “the Russian”
deep into marshy sediment,
twisted it like a corkscrew
through layers of peat, sand and
roots, and yanked up a core.
Again and again and again.

To a layperson, these cores
would be an unintelligible tube of
waterlogged sediment. But to Vir-
ginia Tech paleoseismologist Tina
Dura, they were part mystery,
part puzzle, part history book.

Starting at the bottom, a
brown, peat layer that gave off a
sulfur aroma was the marsh, pre-
earthquake. A grayish layer on
top of it was 1700 — fine sand
washed in by the tsunami right
after the earthquake. On top of
that was gray silt, evidence that
the quake had caused the land to
drop down, transforming what
had once been high marsh into a
tidal mudflat. Above that was a
more gradual transition, repre-
senting centuries of uplift and
marsh formation, to a brown soil
that looked eerily similar to the
marsh before the disaster.

“This was a rough day for the
marsh, for sure,” Dura said, scrap-
ing a sharp knife over the sandy
section of the core, carried in by
the tsunami. “And basically, what
we're standing on today looks a
lot like what was pre-1700 earth-
quake.”

A really big one, or a decade
of terror?

In earthquake hotspots around
the world, people have often felt
occasional tremors or heard sto-
ries passed down in family lore. In
California, small quakes are peri-
odic and the risk of “the big one”
is part of the culture. The scale of
risk to the Pacific Northwest is
hard to grasp: ground-shaking
that lasts five minutes, more than
600,000 buildings toppled or
damaged, 13,800 deaths and
more than 100,000 injuries, ac-
cording to a 2022 plan from the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency. The economic losses
from the earthquake alone have
been estimated to reach $134 bil-
lion.

But near the Pacific North-
west’s particularly fraught fault
zone, where the Juan de Fuca
plate located just offshore dives
beneath the North American con-
tinental plate at the rate finger-
nails grow, geologists trade sto-
ries that illustrate the mismatch
between human and geologic
time scales.

“I’'ve had people tell me, T've
lived here my whole life. My par-
ents lived here. What are you
talking about?’ ” recalled Carrie
Garrison-Laney, a tsunami haz-
ards specialist at the Washington
Sea Grant, based at the University
of Washington and part of a na-
tional network administered by
the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration.

Dura recalls visiting a historic
house in Oregon built in 1898 and
being assured by the curator: “It’s
survived every earthquake. So
we’re not worried.”

Among Native people who
have lived in the region much
longer, there are oral histories of
sea flooding that uprooted trees
and swept away villages. Many
tribes in the region have stories of
supernatural creatures, called
Thunderbird and Whale, who
cause the earth to shake and the
ocean to flood.

Despite that ancient wisdom,
the conventional scientific puzzle
took longer to piece together.

In the 1980s, geologists discov-
ered buried tidal marshes along
the coast — indicators that the
land had sunk at some point. A
clue to the timing came from
stands of stumps and dead trees,
called “ghost forests,” that were
killed when the land abruptly
dropped down, leaving forests to
be submerged by tides — some-
where between August of 1699

PHOTOS BY OLIVIA BEE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Soil samples from a marsh near Bandon, Oregon, yield evidence of a quake and tsunami from 1700.

Brett Hanley, left, Lydia Staisch and Bering Tse take soil samples
from the Oregon Coast that give clues about a tsunami from 1700.

and May of1700. A final clue came
from Japanese historical records.
Tsunami waves swamped not
only the nearby coast, but trav-
eled nine hours across the Pacific
Ocean — and written records re-
corded an “orphan tsunami” that
swamped Japan without being
preceded by local shaking — al-
lowing scientists to pinpoint the
last big Cascadia earthquake to
Jan. 26, 1700.

Scientists now believe there
have been at least 19 major, mega-
thrust earthquakes triggered at
the Cascadia Subduction Zone in
the past 10,000 years.

But the data is still too sparse,
said Diego Melgar, a University of
Oregon seismologist who works
on models that generate tens of
thousands of theoretical earth-
quake scenarios, which can vary
in how large the quake is, how
much the fault slips and whether
the entire zone ruptures at once,
or in fragments.

While many scientists have as-
sumed that 1700 was a single,
catastrophic event, Melgar said
uncertainties in the data don’t
rule out the possibility there were
two or three slightly-less-giant
quakes. For planners and policy-
makers trying to fathom future
risk, understanding that is conse-
quential: the difference between
onereally big one, and a decade of
terror.

To narrow down which earth-
quake scenarios are likely, Melgar
tells scientists including Dura,
“Guys, I need more data!”

That means more cores. “I've
been out to the marshes a few
times with them,” Melgar said.
“After you go out there a few
times, you're like, ‘Oh, this is why
we don’t have more data. It’s

9

brutal work.

Algae fossils spill secrets

By the 11th core of the day, the
scientists were alittle loopy. Some
lay on the ground, or reclined on
bent-over stalks of marsh grass as
they ate snacks and tried to avoid

sunburn. Andrea HawKkes, a pale-
oseismologist from the University
of North Carolina at Wilmington,
used a knife to cut off small
sections of sediment, pinching
them between her fingers and
sniffing them to classify each sec-
tion, while Virginia Tech gradu-
ate student Brandon Hatcher
took notes.

In Hatcher’s backpack were a
few cores, packed in PVC tubes
cut in half, swaddled in plastic
wrap and taped with blue paint-
er’s tape. The tubes will be
shipped back to the lab for more
painstaking study.

Scientists will slice thin cross
sections, add hydrogen peroxide
to getrid of decaying plant matter
and use a microscope to examine
fossils of single-celled algae
called diatoms. Diatoms are sen-
sitive to salinity and tides, so
identifying which species inhabit
aparticular layer of sediment can
reveal what the environment was
like. Some thrive in the high
marsh and others in tidal mud-
flats. By studying which kinds of
diatoms are present, scientists
can come up with estimates of
how high the land was relative to
sea level before a quake — and
after it dropped down.

Quantifying how much the
land subsided will help scientists
such as Melgar figure out which
earthquake scenarios are more
realistic. Durais also interested in
using the information to under-
stand how floodplain maps will
be redrawn after an earthquake.
Sealevel is rising gradually due to
climate change, but in the Pacific
Northwest, there’s an additional
factor to consider: Sea level could
rise by up to six feet in an instant
after an earthquake causes the
land to drop. That means places
that weren’t previously prone to
flooding would be at risk.

While the broad strokes of the
tsunami risk are known, the de-
tails matter in seismology — and
the only way to answer those
questions is to sink more holes

into the ground.

“In many of these places, when
they were visited in the ’80s and
’90s and 2000s, they might have
collected, one core, two cores,”
Melgar said. “But when I run a
tsunami model ... what we really
would like to know is does this
one model get the sand to all the
places there was sand in the
past?”

Alandscape of hazard

None of this work can answer
the question at the top of most
people’s minds: When is this big
one coming? But geologists hope
to provide the best science to give
people, planners and policymak-
ers the best chance to prepare.

Melgar leads the Cascadia Re-
gion Earthquake Science Center
(CRESCENT), a $15 million Na-
tional Science Foundation re-
search initiative that began in
2023 to bridge gaps between sci-
entists who study different as-
pects of Cascadia but may have
been isolated in their own silos —
and to connect policymakers to
the latest science.

Valerie Sahakian, a lead inves-
tigator for CRESCENT, recalled
that at arecent event, experts who
work on resilience at utilities,
federal agencies, emergency
management and grassroots or-
ganization came together. It was a
rare networking opportunity for
people from across disparate in-
dustries and backgrounds to dis-
cuss challenges they share in pre-
paring for a future emergency.

“It’s three states and two coun-
tries. And so it’s challenging for
everybody to be working in uni-
son,” Sahakian said. “For things
like critical infrastructure, like
dams and energy hubs, they still
need the best science. What we
have right now, they’ll work with.
But it really isn’t good enough.”

To be a seismologist in the
Northwest is to be a Cassandra.
Scientists look at bridges and
other infrastructure with a dis-
cerning eye. Some communities
along the coast simply won’t be
able to evacuate quickly enough,
but only a handful of tsunami
evacuation towers for people to
take refuge have been built. The
building next to Melgar’s, the one
where the volcanologists at the
University of Oregon work, is
constructed of unreinforced ma-
sonry — a structure that he knows
will be vulnerable when the next
big one comes.

Sahakian, who surfs, said when
she goes out, there are places on
the coast she avoids because it
will take too long to get out of the
water and out of the hazard zone
if a quake strikes.

Dura said there’s a spot on the
coast where she sees people park
RVs on anarrow spit of sand, with
one bridge off — one person’s
bucolic camping adventure, a sci-
entist’s nightmare waiting to hap-
pen.
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Trump says members of Jan. 6 committee should be jailed

In an NBC interview, the
president-elect discusses
tariffs, immigration

BY MARIANA ALFARO

President-elect Donald Trump,
in his first post-election TV inter-
view, promised a confrontational
return to the White House, saying
he would like to see many of
those who investigated him
jailed, including lawmakers who
led an inquiry into his role in the
Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol.

In a wide-ranging interview
that also covered his tariff plans
and support for his Cabinet picks,
the president-elect promoted an
aggressive immigration agenda,
doubling down on his promise to
deport all undocumented immi-
grants, including their family
members who are in the country
legally.

While it is exceedingly abnor-
mal for the leader of a democracy
to express a desire to see political
opponents jailed, Trump has long
called for the prosecution and
imprisonment of those he be-
lieves unfairly launched investi-
gations into actions he took dur-
ing his first administration.

In a 45-minute interview with
NBC News’s “Meet the Press” that
aired Sunday and was recorded
on Friday, Trump said members
of the now-defunct House select
committee tasked with investi-
gating the deadly Jan. 6, 2021,
insurrection at the Capitol
should be in jail.

“Everybody on that committee
... for what they did, yeah, honest-
ly, they should go to jail,” Trump
said, including former congress-
woman Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming),
the top Republican on the Jan. 6
panel.

The committee, which shut-
tered when Republicans took
back the House in January 2023,
consisted of seven Democrats
and two Republicans: Cheney
and Adam Kinzinger (Illinois).
The panel was chaired by Rep.
Bennie G. Thompson (D-Missis-
sippi).

The committee concluded that
Trump actively inspired his sup-
porters to commit violence in his
name as he attempted to remain
in office despite losing the 2020
election. News outlets, including

The Washington Post, have said
that Biden is considering pre-
emptive pardons for individuals
he and his team believe might
face legal threats from the incom-
ing Trump administration.

Trump’s comments on “Meet
the Press” mark an escalation of
his threats to members of the
committee. While he posted in
March 2023 that the committee
members “should be prosecuted
for their lies,” accusing them of
“treason,” he has largely re-
frained from calling for their
imprisonment.

He has only repeatedly ex-
pressed interest in jailing Cheney
— a longtime Republican who
lost her seat in Congress after
refusing to excuse Trump’s efforts
to overturn the results of the
2020 election. Cheney endorsed
and campaigned with Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris this election
cycle, further infuriating Trump.

“Of course this poses a very
serious threat to democracy;
Kings and despots jail their polit-
ical opponents,” said Victoria
Nourse, leader of the Center on
Congress and Democracy at
Georgetown Law. “The former
president is playing with fire
here. Putting fellow Republicans
in jail will only embolden the
faction in his party that is deeply
never-Trump.”

In a statement to The Post,
Cheney said Trump “again lied
about the January 6th Select
Committee.”

“Here is the truth: Donald
Trump attempted to overturn the
2020 presidential election and
seize power. He mobilized an
angry mob and sent them to the
United States Capitol, where they
attacked police officers, invaded
the building, and halted the offi-
cial counting of electoral votes,”
Cheney said. “Donald Trump’s
suggestion that members of Con-
gress who later investigated his
illegal and unconstitutional ac-
tions should be jailed is a contin-
uation of his assault on the rule of
law and the foundations of our
republic.”

Cheney also sought to clarify
Trump’s baseless claims during
the NBC News interview that the
select committee destroyed evi-
dence, citing a 2023 letter
Thompson sent House Oversight
subcommittee chairman Barry
Loudermilk (R-Georgia) noting
that select committee staff care-
fully archived all evidence.

JABIN BOTSFORD/THE WASHINGTON POST

Donald Trump after being declared the winner at an election night
watch party in West Palm Beach, Florida, on Nov. 6.

“There is no conceivably ap-
propriate factual or constitution-
al basis for what Donald Trump is
suggesting — a Justice Depart-
ment investigation of the work of
a congressional committee — and
any lawyer who attempts to pur-
sue that course would quickly
find themselves engaged in sanc-
tionable conduct,” she said.

Representatives for Kinzinger
and Thompson did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for
comment.

Trump also expressed disdain
for Jack Smith, the Justice De-
partment special counsel tasked
with investigating allegations
that he mishandled classified ma-
terials and also any role he had in
efforts to overturn the results of
Joe Biden’s 2020 election victory.

Trump also said he would let
Pam Bondi, his pick for attorney
general, “do what she wants to
do” regarding an investigation
into Smith. Trump has previously
said he would like to fire Smith’s
entire team, including career at-
torneys typically protected from
political retribution, according to
two individuals close to Trump’s
transition.

When Kristen Welker, host of
NBC’s “Meet the Press,” asked if
Trump wanted to see Smith in
prison, he called Smith “very
corrupt” but said the decision
would be left to Bondi.

“I’'m not going to instruct her
to do it,” he said.

Trump claimed he would not
appoint a special prosecutor to

investigate Biden — something
he promised to do last year —
unless Bondi and Kash Patel, his
choice to lead the FBI, think
there’s a reason to go after the
Democratic president.

“I’'m not doing that unless I
find something that I think is
reasonable,” Trump said. “But
that’s not going to be my decision,
that’s going to be Pam Bondi’s
decision and, to a different ex-
tent, Kash Patel’s.”

Before he can nominate Patel
tolead the FBI, Trump would first
need to fire its current director,
Christopher A. Wray, or Wray
would have to resign several
years before the end of a 10-year
term.

When Welker asked Trump if
he wants to fire Wray — a move
that many experts have warned
would hurt the FBI’s independ-
ence — Trump said it “would sort
of seem pretty obvious that if
Kash gets in, he’s going to be
taking somebody’s place right
now. Somebody is the man that
you're talking about.”

The president-elect also reiter-
ated his intention to pardon the
rioters who broke into the Capitol
on Jan. 6, 2021.

“They’ve been in there for
years, and theyre in a filthy,
disgusting place that shouldn’t
even be allowed to be open,”
Trump said.

As The Post has reported, judg-
es appointed by both parties who
are handling cases of Jan. 6
defendants have said that the

executive branch plans are “irrel-
evant” to the judiciary’s duties,
showing no signs of being de-
terred by the prospect of par-
dons.

“No matter what ultimately
becomes of the Capitol riots cases
already concluded and still pend-
ing, the true story of what hap-
pened on January 6, 2021 will
never change,” U.S. District Judge
Royce C. Lamberth, a Ronald
Reagan appointee, said Friday.

During the NBC interview,
Welker asked Trump if he’s will-
ing to finally concede the 2020
election “for the sake of unifying
this country.”

“No, why would I do that?”
Trump replied.

He then blamed Biden for any
divisions in the country, baseless-
ly accusing him of “weaponizing”
the Justice Department after the
department launched investiga-
tions into his efforts to reverse
the results of the 2020 election as
well as his alleged mishandling of
classified documents after he left
the White House.

Biden “went after his political
opponent violently because he
knew he couldn’t beat him,”
Trump said. “And I think it really
was a bad thing.”

While Trump told Welker that
he does not believe warnings
from economists that imposing
tariffs on Mexico, Canada and
China will raise prices for U.S.
consumers, he insisted the levies
would benefit Americans but
added that he “can’t guarantee”
that prices won’t go up.

Trump then claimed that the
United States is “subsidizing”
Canada, Mexico and other coun-
tries. He said that, if “we’re going
to subsidize them, let them be-
come a state.”

When Welker noted that tariffs
imposed during his first term
cost Americans billions, the pres-
ident-elect again claimed that the
tariffs “cost Americans nothing.”

Companies across the United
States that rely on foreign suppli-
ers have started preparing to
raise prices, The Post reported in
October, saying they will pass
along the cost of the tariffs to
their American customers. Econ-
omists have also told The Post
that tariffs would probably be a
swift run-up in prices on necessi-
ties like meat, fruits and vegeta-
bles, along with cars, clothing
and crude oil — all of which play
an outsize role in family budgets.

Trump threatened Mexico and
Canada with tariffs as part of his
hard-line immigration stance,
portraying both countries as fail-
ing to secure their borders with
the United States and allowing
criminals and fentanyl to cross
into the country.

In the “Meet the Press” inter-
view, Trump repeated his plan to
deport everyone who is in the
country illegally, but offered no
specific details on how he envi-
sions an operation of that magni-
tude to be conducted.

Trump said he wants Dream-
ers — individuals protected un-
der the Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals policy — to stay in
the country. But he also said he
would not hesitate to deport
mixed-status families — families
with members who have legal
status and members who don’t.

“I don’t want to be breaking up
families, so the only way you
don’t break up the family is you
keep them together, and you have
to send them all back,” he said.

Trump defended his selection
of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who
founded a prominent anti-vac-
cine group, to serve as the na-
tion’s top health official. The
choice has unnerved public
health officials and Democrats
who say that Kennedy should be
nowhere near the nation’s public
health infrastructure. Some Re-
publicans also say that Kennedy
must explain his views on vac-
cines, abortion and other issues
to get their votes. Kennedy has
said he is not anti-vaccine.

While Trump and Kennedy
have both said that Kennedy
could play a sweeping role in
remaking the nation’s heath sys-
tem, the president-elect walked
back his proclamation in the NBC
interview. “He’s not looking to,
you know, to reinvent the wheel
totally,” Trump said.

He added that he recently con-
vened a conversation between
Kennedy, pharmaceutical execu-
tives and Mehmet Oz, Trump’s
pick to oversee the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services.
“I said, let’s all get together and
let’s figure out where were go-
ing,” Trump said, adding that the
conversation focused on vac-
cines, drug pricing and pesti-
cides, among other topics.

Dan Diamond, Cat Zakrzewski and
Marianne LeVine contributed
reporting.

Newsom tries to walk Trump ‘tightrope’ as he eyes a future White House run

BY MAEVE RESTON

SAN DIEGO — Days after Donald
Trump won reelection to the
White House, Gavin Newsom was
in a fighting posture — calling a
special legislative session to pre-
pare for expected legal battles
with the incoming Trump admin-
istration. He flew to Washington
to strategize with President Joe
Biden about how to protect the
state from Trump’s threats about
immigration enforcement and
disaster relief. But weeks later on
his “Politickin’” podcast, Newsom
seemed to be recalibrating —
emphasizing his desire to collab-
orate with the Republican presi-
dent-elect, suggesting voters
want to see a back-to-basics ap-
proach to governing and credit-
ing Trump with being “crisp and
clear” in his diagnosis of the
country’s problems.

Stepping into the spotlight last
week as his home state hosted the
nation’s Democratic governors at
their winter gathering in Beverly
Hills, Newsom was back on of-
fense against Trump, making a
trip to the U.S.-Mexico border to
launch construction on a new
port of entry and warning that
there will be devastating conse-
quences for California if Trump
carries through with his plans for
mass deportations and higher
tariffs on trading partners such as
Mexico.

It’s “not a closed fist as it
relates to these issues; [it’s] an
open hand,” Newsom said when
asked whether he would direct
state officials to cooperate with
Trump’s mass deportation plans.
He said the state would not “in-
terfere with the federal right to
advance federal laws with federal
resources” but would also abide
by state laws intended to shield
some immigrants. “It’s not black
and white.”

Like other potential 2028
Democratic presidential con-
tenders, Newsom is grappling
with how to strike a balance with
Trump as he faces pressure from
liberal California voters to lead
the opposition against the presi-
dent-elect. But how Newsom fi-
nesses his relationship with

.
SANDY HUFFAKER FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) visits the U.S.-Mexico border in San Diego on Thursday.

Trump over his two remaining
years in the governor’s office
could shape voters’ perceptions
of Newsom nationwide and dam-
age — or bolster — his odds of
eventually winning the White
House. (Newsom has continually
demurred when asked about his
presidential aspirations).

Newsom’s potential 2028 pri-
mary rivals — including Govs.
Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania,
Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan,
Jared Polis of Colorado and JB
Pritzker of Illinois — are also
trying to find the most politically
advantageous positioning. The
Democratic Party is in the midst
of its own messaging reset as it
examines the reasons for its loss-
es in November and whether it
can find any common ground
with Trump’s agenda.

Pritzker and Polis launched a
nonpartisan alliance of “Gover-
nors Safeguarding Democracy” in
mid-December — an effort that
would push back against what
they described as the dangers of
authoritarianism and the under-
mining of democratic institu-

tions. Shapiro, like others, has
emphasized the need to “work
together” and “compromise” af-
ter his state went red for Trump.
And Whitmer took an oblique
shot at other Democrats who
were adopting a combative
stance toward the president-elect
while speaking to reporters in
mid-November.

“Some of my colleagues have
staked out some pretty aggressive
strategies,” Whitmer said. “As I’'m
thinking about what a Trump
administration will mean for our
work ... I'm trying to focus on
where we can find some shared
priorities.”

Newsom has insisted that he is
not aiming to lead the Democrat-
ic resistance to Trump, and sev-
eral of his confidants noted that
the California governor didn’t use
that phrase in his initial com-
ments about the election results
and his call for a special legisla-
tive session (though others as-
cribed that label to him).

For much of this year, Newsom
became a target for Trump as he
blasted “Newscum” in his stump

speeches — reviving a schoolyard
taunt that Newsom said was first
directed at him by his seventh-
grade peers. In those same
speeches, Trump threatened to
withhold disaster funding — pun-
ishing blue states that didn’t sup-
port him — and weighed moves
such as revoking California’s abil-
ity to set strict pollution
standards.

The warning shots from the
president-elect were “sobering,”
Newsom told reporters last week
after he greeted lawmakers at the
California Capitol at the start of
the special session.

He is urging the state’s law-
makers to create a multimillion-
dollar legal fund for the next
round of legal battles — seeded
initially with a $25 million litiga-
tion reserve. He told reporters he
is deeply worried about potential
cuts to Medicaid as well as how
Trump’s vow to carry out mass
deportations could rock Califor-
nia’s economy, which would be
the fifth largest in the world if the
state were its own country.

“We are reacting to the reality

of Trump 1.0 and his assertion of
what he wants to do in the second
round,” Newsom said, alluding to
the state’s 122 lawsuits against
the Trump administration in his
first four years in the White
House.

But after a year in which News-
om repeatedly baited Trump on
the campaign trail, several people
close to him, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity to de-
scribe private conversations, ac-
knowledged that the governor
has been reflecting on how to
lower the rhetorical temperature
and focus on voters’ day-to-day
concerns rather than ideological
battles.

Dan Newman, a California-
based strategist close to Newsom
who has advised several of his
campaigns and spearheaded the
outside effort backing San Fran-
cisco Mayor-elect Daniel Lurie,
argued that the November presi-
dential results showed that the
voters signaled that they were
more interested in seeing leaders
focus on results rather than the
ideological battles that Demo-
crats have waged in recent cycles.

Even in liberal San Francisco,
Lurie defeated Democratic Mayor
London Breed by presenting him-
self as a pragmatic problem solv-
er who would address issues such
as public safety, public drug use
and homelessness.

“Ireally think people are weary
of politics and they want to see
leaders who are focused on the
tangible, on daily realities,” said
Newman, who helped Newsom
defeat a 2021 recall effort.
Though Newsom will be drawn
into ideological warfare with
Trump, Newman noted, he will
also have to show voters that he’s
focused on the more basic con-
cerns that he was elected to fix.

“It is that tightrope walk of
delivering on what you're elected
to do, but you can’t be naive or
unprepared for the potential hor-
rors of the Trump administra-
tion,” Newman said. “If this Cabi-
net from Fox News sends the
military to California to start
deporting citizens and taking
rights away, you’ve got to be
prepared, but then at the same

time, remain focused on the fun-
damentals, which is what voters
are asking for.”

Newsom and Trump initially
forged a partnership in Trump’s
first term as they worked togeth-
er on the early response to the
pandemic. Their first policy talks
unfolded shortly after Trump
took office when then-Gov. Jerry
Brown (D) toured fire-ravaged
areas of California with Trump
and Newsom joined them as the
governor-elect.

Ann O’Leary, Newsom’s former
chief of staff and a partner at
Jenner & Block LLP, said that as
they traveled the California wild-
fire areas, Trump and Newsom
“established in those early days
this important working relation-
ship around disasters that was
critical to California’s ability to
address the wildfires, but became
even more critical when the coro-
navirus hit.

“Newsom really figured out a
way to be in partnership and
responsive from a federal-state
government standpoint,” O’Leary
said. “The question is: Is that
going to hold, because now
Trump is in much more of a
fighting spirit.”

But she noted that Newsom
and other state leaders also
waged an aggressive legal strat-
egy with the 122 lawsuits the state
filed against Trump administra-
tion actions. Once again, she said,
that will be “an extraordinary
tool that Democrats have to push
back against anything that
[Trump’s] doing — on the envi-
ronment, on immigration, on
guns.”

When asked last week in Sacra-
mento about his effort to build a
collaborative relationship with
Trump during his first term —
including in the early days of the
pandemic in 2020, Newsom said,
“It didn’t make any difference
whatsoever in terms of his desire
to attack California and try to
unwind our progress.

“His call for retribution, re-
venge, is pretty clear,” the Demo-
cratic governor said, “and anyone
who is not paying attention, I
think, is doing so at their own
peril”
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Biden has said he
opposes death penalty

DEATH ROW FROM A1

cases that the victims’ relatives
oppose executing the con-
demned, and that their clients
received poor legal counsel and
had trials tainted with racial bias.

If Biden commutes any death
sentences, he could anger sup-
porters of capital punishment.
Commutations — unlike execu-
tive orders or regulations that can
be rescinded or rolled back —
could not be undone by his suc-
Cessor.

The White House has been lis-
tening to the arguments and dis-
cussing possibly taking steps to
commute at least some federal
death sentences, according to
multiple people familiar with the
internal conversations who spoke
on the condition of anonymity to
detail private and ongoing delib-
erations.

No decision has been made,
however, about the breadth or
scope of such a possible move,
including whether to do it atall or
how many or which death row
inmates might be included, the
people said.

Biden said he opposed capital
punishment during his 2020 cam-
paign and vowed to push for its
abolition in the United States.
During his presidency, the Justice
Department halted federal execu-
tions while defending existing
death sentences in court and
seeking new ones.

Biden has been criticized by
liberal activists and criminal jus-
tice reform advocates for not
more aggressively granting clem-
ency while in the White House,
recriminations that go beyond
the death penalty cases.

Last week, the president ignit-
ed intense blowback after issuing
a broad pardon to his son Hunter
Biden, who was found guilty of
gun-related charges in Delaware
and pleaded guilty to tax evasion
in California after prosecutions
that Biden said were politicized.
Some White House allies and
Democrats were frustrated that
Biden pardoned his son alone,
rather than as part of a broader
effort to use his clemency power.
Biden is also said to be weighing
preemptive pardons for people
who may be targeted by the in-
coming Trump administration.

Supporters of capital punish-
ment say delaying executions for
decades, or not carrying them out
at all, can retraumatize the vic-
tims’ relatives. They also argue
that not carrying out death sen-
tences is a betrayal of the court
process through which the pun-
ishments were handed down and
lets horrific crimes go unpun-
ished.

When Trump’s first adminis-
tration moved to resume execu-
tions, then-Attorney General Wil-
liam P. Barr said the government
owed it to “the victims and their
families to carry forward the sen-
tence imposed by our justice sys-
tem.”

Robert Blecker, who wrote a
book on the death penalty and
taught criminal law and constitu-
tional history at New York Law
School, cautioned against mass
commutation, saying Biden’s ad-
ministration should take the time
to examine each case and circum-
stance.

“The essence of executive pre-
rogative is to be discriminating —
to discriminate the worst of the
worst of the worst from the less
bad,” Blecker said.

And if Trump revives the feder-
al death penalty, Blecker said,
there should be the same careful
individual review.

Trump’s first administration
restarted federal executions after
a nearly two-decade pause, carry-
ing out 13 lethal injections, some
in the days before Biden was
sworn in. The president-elect’s
transition team did not respond
to a request for comment about
whether Pam Bondi, his pick for
attorney general, would seek to
resume federal executionsifsheis
confirmed.

Krisanne Vaillancourt Murphy,
a death penalty opponent who
heads the Catholic Mobilizing
Network, said she hopes Biden’s
religious convictions will guide
him.

“It’s not lost on me that Biden is
Catholic, he takes his faith seri-
ously, and he’s at the very end of
his presidency, likely thinking
through his legacy,” she said. “He
could be part of bringing forth
thisincrediblerighting of awrong
— all these men facing execution.
It doesn’t mean they don’t need to
be held accountable, but it doesn’t
mean their lives have to be taken.”

In his Sunday address, Pope
Francis, who has called for the
abolition of the death penalty,
prayed that the sentences of death
row inmates in the United States
be commuted or changed. He
called on Catholics to “think of
these brothers and sisters of ours
and ask the Lord for the grace to
save them from death.”

Ruth Friedman, director at the

Federal Capital Habeas Project,
said Trump has made clear he
wants to revive executions and
accelerate the process. “For this
administration that has signaled
its opposition to the death penalty
to leave these men to be executed
would be a travesty,” she said.

The letters to Biden calling on
him to commute every federal
death sentence approach the is-
sue from different angles. Former
correctional chiefs and prison
leaders, including some who have
overseen executions and found it
traumatic, said that “we know
first-hand the devastating toll ex-
ecutions take.”

Families of homicide victims
said capital punishment “does
not prevent violence. It does not
solve crime.” Civil liberties groups
and social justice organizations
said the death penalty is plagued
by racial bias. Business leaders
called it “inhumane and irrecon-
cilable with human dignity”
Some of the arguments echoed
similar efforts by opponents of
the death penalty to push for
commutations earlier in Biden’s
term.

The death penalty has largely
declined nationwide over the past
quarter-century, with fewer peo-
ple executed or sentenced to
death. A Washington Post exami-
nation found there are more than
2,100 prisoners with death sen-
tences in the United States, more
than half of them in places where
executions are on hold for reasons
thatinclude court orders and gov-
ernor-imposed moratoriums.
Many appear likely to die without
being executed.

Whileno president hasissued a
mass commutation of federal
death sentences, governors have
in some cases taken similar steps.
Most recently, Kate Brown (D),
Oregon’s outgoing governor at the
time, in 2022 commuted all 17
death sentences in her state,
which had a long-standing mora-
torium on executions and had last
carried one out in 1997. Oppo-
nents of capital punishment are
urging North Carolina Gov. Roy
Cooper (D) — who is term-limited
and leaving office in weeks — to
commute the sentences of all 136
people on death row in that state.

Presidents can grant clemency
for only federal offenses, not state
crimes.

While Biden’s administration
has not carried out executions, it
has not shut the door on the death
penalty. Attorney General Mer-
rick Garland, who like Biden has
expressed concerns about capital
punishment, imposed a moratori-
um on federal executions in 2021.
But that did not prevent prosecu-
tors from seeking new sentences.

Federal prosecutors won a
death sentence last year for the
Pittsburgh synagogue gunman,
Robert G. Bowers. Earlier this
year, the Justice Department said
it plans to seek the death penalty
for Payton Gendron, the White
man who fatally shot 10 Black
people in a racist rampage in a
Buffalo grocery store in 2022.

Since Biden took office, the
Justice Department has also de-
fended the death sentences for
Dylann Roof, the Charleston gun-
man, and Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, the
Boston Marathon bomber. Both
of those sentences were won dur-
ing the Obama administration,
while Biden was vice president.

Attorneys who have submitted
clemency petitions for federal
death row prisoners describe the
process as akin to a black box,
saying that after filing their re-
quests and making presentations
to the Office of the Pardon Attor-
ney — which is housed within the
Justice Department — they rarely
receive any updates.

In some cases, they say, the only
answer comes in the form of an
execution taking place.

“You understand that you
weren’t successful because your
client was executed,” said Kelley
Henry, an attorney who has
worked on multiple capital clem-
ency cases. “But you receive no
notice.”

Henry’s client, Lisa Montgom-
ery, who was convicted of stran-
gling a pregnant woman and cut-
ting the baby from her abdomen,
was executed by the Trump ad-
ministration the week before
Biden was inaugurated. Mont-
gomery’s attorneys had argued
she was too mentally ill to under-
stand her death sentence and had
suffered years of violent abuse.

Henry said she was so shaken
by Montgomery’s execution that
it prompted her to start therapy.
She is petitioning Biden for clem-
ency for two other death row
prisoners and said she is feeling
anxiety ahead of Trump’s inaugu-
ration.

“I’ve had clients get clemency,
and I've had clients get stays of
execution, and I've had clients get
executed,” Henry said. “Particu-
larly with what happened the last
time, the fear of what could hap-
pen next time is definitely trau-
ma-triggering.”

T he fascinaling dynamics of Fla., Ohio Senale picks

President-elect

The Fix Donald Trump is

AARON engaged in a

BLAKE battle of wills with
GOP senators over
his Cabinet picks

— ajoust that will say a lot about
just how much of a rubber stamp
congressional Republicans will
be over the next four years.

They have thus far shown at
least some willingness to buck
Trump, or at least resist him.
That has endangered Pete
Hegseth’s selection as defense
secretary and led to attorney
general pick Matt Gaetz’s rapid
withdrawal.

Republicans will have 53
senators, so just four voting with
Democrats can reject Trump’s
ideas. And we'’re already getting
a sense of which GOP senators
could be thorns in Trump’s side.

But we also don’t know exactly
what the Senate GOP conference
will look like next year, thanks to
an impending vacancy in Ohio
(Vice President-elect JD Vance’s
seat) and another likely vacancy
in Florida (secretary of State pick
Marco Rubio’s seat). And given
the fine margins, the
appointments to replace them
could matter greatly.

The big question is whether a
pair of governors who have had
their differences with Trump, to
varying degrees — Florida’s Ron
DeSantis and Ohio’s Mike
DeWine — will choose picks that
enable Trump or maybe provide
some more potential checks on
him.

Let’s dive into the dynamics
for each pick, starting with
perhaps the more interesting one
in Ohio.

Ohio: Could DeWine’s
latitude lead to a Trump
skeptic?

This one has the highest
likelihood to matter over the
next four years, for one big
reason: DeWine is one of the
foremost examples of a
Republican who has
demonstrated independence
from Trump — and not only lived
to tell the tale, but thrived.

He’s also term-limited after a
long career in politics that will
probably end in early 2027. In
other words, he has some
latitude.

DeWine sharply criticized
Trump after the Jan. 6, 2021,
Capitol insurrection, saying
Trump “started a fire that has
threatened to burn down our
democracy.” He defended an
Ohio GOP congressman who

- e

PAUL SANCYA/AP

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine has demonstrated independence from
Donald Trump — and not only lived to tell the tale, but thrived.

voted to impeach Trump. The
president-elect last year attacked
DeWine when the governor
vetoed a ban on gender-
affirming care for minors. And
DeWine at the tail end of the
2024 campaign criticized Trump
pretty sharply over false claims
about Haitian immigrants eating
pets in Springfield, Ohio.

In the middle of all of this,
DeWine beat a Trump-allied
former congressman by 20
points in the 2022 primaries, and
then won reelection by 25 points.

DeWine has provided few
hints about his plans, except that
he wants someone who can seek
and win the seat in 2026. If
recently defeated Sen. Sherrod
Brown (D-Ohio) runs, that could
be a tough race.

Among the possibilities
mentioned for the appointment
are Lt. Gov. Jon Husted, state
Attorney General Dave Yost,
Secretary of State Frank LaRose,
Republican National
Committeewoman Jane Timken,
Rep. Mike Carey (R-Ohio) and
state Sen. Matt Dolan.

The big question for me is
whether he goes for Dolan, who
could be the biggest Trump
skeptic of the bunch, orto a
lesser extent LaRose, who has in
the past carved out some
distance from Trump.

Their names make a lot of
sense next to the others.

Both Husted and Yost have
indicated they’re more interested
in running for DeWine’s
gubernatorial seat in 2026.
(DeWine favors Husted in that
race and could seemingly try to

pick Yost to clear Husted’s path,
but Yost’s spokesman has
suggested Yost prefers to run for
governor.) Picking Carey seems
unlikely because House
Republicans will already have
such a historically thin majority
in early 2025. And Timken
wouldn’t seem to be the ideal
pick for the criterion DeWine has
laid out (being able to win the
seat), given she finished fifth in
the 2022 Ohio GOP Senate
primary.

Dolan has run twice for
Senate, and he finished a distant
second to Senator-elect Bernie
Moreno (R-Ohio) earlier this
year. He distanced himself more
from Trump in 2022 than in
2024, but even in the latter race
he sounded notes of
independence as other
Republicans bear-hugged
Trump. (He also, very notably,
earned a surprise endorsement
from DeWine in that race.)

LaRose vied for Trump’s
endorsement in 2024, but he as
recently as 2019 criticized a
“racist” tweet from Trump. And
after the 2020 election LaRose
rebuked claims of widespread
voter fraud both in Ohio and
elsewhere. He finished third
behind Moreno and Dolan in the
Senate primary earlier this year.

Florida: DeSantis’s political
future looms large

DeSantis has more of a
political future to mind than
DeWine, given he could run for
president again. That means we
should hardly expect him to pick
anyone MAGA regards with

suspicion. But some lingering
tensions from DeSantis’s run
against Trump in the 2024
primaries could loom.

By the same token, it seems
increasingly possible Trump
could cut a deal with DeSantis
that could not only grease the
skids for a Trump-y Senate pick,
but possibly even an actual
Trump: Lara Trump.

The big recent news here is
that Trump is considering
DeSantis as a backup for defense
secretary if Hegseth fails. There
is some thought that DeSantis
could cement the sudden
partnership by picking Trump’s
daughter-in-law for the Senate
appointment. Lara Trump has
been very open about her
interest. (President-elect Trump
has also shown a huge desire to
install his family in positions of
power.)

At the same time, it’s hard to
see how that wouldn’t look like a
quid pro quo, and there are all
manner of ambitious Florida
politicians who would probably
be pretty upset at being passed
over for a relative political
newcomer like Lara Trump.
Trump picked her to co-chair the
Republican National Committee
— aposition she already had
little relevant experience for —
less than a year ago.

Beyond Lara Trump, there
aren’t any obvious contenders
that could be prominent Trump
skeptics. Among the possible
picks are Lt. Gov. Jeanette
Nifiez, state Attorney General
Ashley Moody, Florida Secretary
of State Cord Byrd and former
state House speakers Paul
Renner and Jose Oliva.

If there’s a pick that might
make the most sense, it could be
Moody. That’s in part because
DeSantis chief of staff James
Uthmeier — another name
floated by some for the Senate
pick — has shown interest in
taking her job.

Interestingly, Moody was a
Democrat a quarter-century ago,
and her family once sued Trump
over a condominium dispute,
accusing him of fraud in the
process. But she was a prominent
Trump surrogate in Florida in
2020, and she backed a desperate
legal attempt to overturn those
election results in Trump’s favor,
despite lawyers in her office
privately ridiculing it.

The real question here seems
to be whether Lara Trump has an
actual shot, or we’ll see a
relatively standard issue Trump-
era Republican.

THE TRUMP TRIALS

As other cases lose steam, all eyes on New York

BY PERRY STEIN

The federal D.C. election inter-
ference case against incoming
President Donald Trump? Dis-
missed. The appeal to revive the
Florida case alleging that Trump
mishandled classified docu-
ments? Trump has been dropped
as a co-defendant. The Georgia
state election case? That’s stalled
for the long-term, maybe gone for
good.

And the New York state hush
money case in which a jury al-
ready convicted Trump? Well,
that one’s more complicated, with
alot still up in the air.

Welcome to this week’s edition
of The Trump Trials, where I’ll
explain what’s happening in
Trump’s nearly wound-down le-
gal cases, with a particular focus
on New York — where much of
Trump’s remaining legal dangers
are concentrated.

Okay, let’s get started.

‘What’s ahead, New York
edition

Manhattan prosecutors have
until Monday to respond to the
Trump defense team’s most re-
cent request to overturn his felo-
ny convictions in the hush money
case. The lawyers argued that the
case should be dismissed because
the entire legal process surround-
ing the conviction, appeal and
sentencing would impede his sec-
ond White House term.

Separately, New York Supreme
Court Justice Juan Merchan — the
trial judge overseeing the case —
still has to rule on whether the
conviction should be overturned
in the wake of the U.S. Supreme
Court’s decision this past summer
that expanded the scope of a pres-
ident’s immunity from criminal
prosecution.

As part of that ruling, the jus-
tices said prosecutors could not
introduce evidence against a for-
mer president that includes ac-
tions that would be considered
official presidential conduct.
While the bulk of the New York
trial focused on Trump’s private
conduct before he became presi-
dent in 2017, the jury heard testi-
mony about conversations Trump
had in the Oval Office and with

aides. Trump’s team argued to
Merchan that this evidence vio-
lates the Supreme Court ruling.

Merchan must also decide
when, or if, to sentence Trump,
who faces up to four years in
prison. In a recent letter to Mer-
chan, prosecutors acknowledged
that it might make sense to sen-
tence Trump after his second
presidential term concludes in
2029. But they also said they want
to respect the jury’s verdict.

Trump is separately fighting
hefty judgments from lawsuits in
New York, which — unlike his
criminal cases — are not affected
by him winning a new term in
office.

He has appealed two judg-
ments totaling nearly $90 million
after he was found liable for sexu-
ally abusing writer E. Jean Carroll
decades ago and found to have
defamed her. A decision in atleast
one appeal could come soon.

Separately, an appeals court
could decide soon whether to re-
duce, uphold or toss out a judge’s
order that Trump pay more than
$350 million in penalties plus
interest for illegally inflating the
value of certain Trump Organiza-
tion assets to obtain better inter-
est rates and lower insurance
costs.

Now, a recap of action from the
last couple of weeks, as prosecu-
tors contended with federal
guidelines that say a sitting presi-
dent cannot be prosecuted.

New York: State hush money
case

The details: 34 charges con-
nected to a 2016 hush money
payment. A jury found Trump
guilty on May 30.

Last week: Trump’s attorneys
filed their new motion Tuesday to
overturn the conviction.

In addition to citing his transi-
tion back to the White House,
Trump’s legal team claimed the
prosecution was politicized, cit-
ing President Joe Biden’s similar
statement about the prosecution
of his son Hunter, whom he par-
doned on Dec. 1.

D.C.: Federal case on 2020
election

The details: Trump faced four

counts related to conspiring to
obstruct the 2020 election results.

Just before Thanksgiving, spe-
cial counsel Jack Smith asked for
the case to be dismissed, citing
federal guidelines that prohibit
prosecuting a sitting president.
The judge agreed.

Because the judge dismissed
the case without prejudice, pros-
ecutors could in theory reindict
Trump after he leaves the White
House in 2029. But there are a lot
of legal hurdles they would need
to overcome.

Georgia: State case on 2020
election

The details: Trump faces eight
state charges for allegedly trying
to undo the election results in
Georgia. Four of his 18 co-defen-
dants have pleaded guilty.

The case is on pause while the
Georgia Court of Appeals hears an
appeal from Trump and some of
his co-defendants seeking to dis-
qualify Fulton County District At-
torney Fani T. Willis, the top pros-
ecutor.

Last week: Oral arguments
had been set for Dec. 5, but have
been indefinitely delayed.
Trump’s lawyers asked a Georgia
appeals court to order a lower
judge to dismiss Trump’s indict-
ment because he was again elect-
ed.

Nerd word of the week

Jurisdiction — The defense
lawyers argued that because
Trump is the president-elect, the
Georgia state court system no
longer has jurisdiction over the
case. In the American legal sys-
tem, parties must file their cases
in a court that has the authority,
or jurisdiction, to oversee them.
That jurisdiction can be defined
by location or subject matter.

In this instance, Trump’s law-
yers cited in their motion federal
policy that says a sitting president
cannot be prosecuted. While this
has never been tested in state
court, Trump’s attorneys are argu-
ing that the federal regulations do
apply and Georgia’s courts cannot
hear this case. The lawyers also
argue that because federal case
precedent says states cannot im-
pede a president’s official duties,

the Georgia courts do not have
jurisdiction — or authority — to
prosecute Trump.

Florida: Federal classified
documents case

The details: Trump used to
face 40 federal charges over accu-
sations that he kept top-secret
government documents at Mar-a-
Lago — his home and private club
— and thwarted government de-
mands to return them.

U.S. District Judge Aileen M.
Cannon dismissed the case, say-
ing Smith was unlawfully ap-
pointed as special counsel. Smith
is appealing that ruling but suc-
cessfully requested that Trump be
dropped as a co-defendant in the
appeal.

‘What next: We are waiting for
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
11th Circuit to schedule oral argu-
ments in the case, which could be
resurrected against Trump’s two
co-defendants.

Question Time

What is the difference be-
tween pardon and clemency?

This question is not directly
related to Trump’s criminal trials,
but because Biden pardoned his
son last week and Trump has been
talking about pardoning the Jan.
6rioters, I figured I'd give ita shot.

Clemency is the general term
used to describe the act of lighten-
ing one’s punishment. That can
include commutation, which is
the reduction of someone’s crimi-
nal sentence. If someone’s sen-
tence is commuted, it could be
shortened from 10 years to five
years, for example. Or a death
sentence could be reduced to life
in prison. Clemency can also in-
clude a pardon, which is when a
president or governor forgives a
person (usually after a convic-
tion) for the crimes they commit-
ted, rendering them not guilty.
While it is not usually expunged
from their records, people who
receive pardons no longer have to
serve prison sentences.

Thanks for catching up with us. Want
this weekly roundup delivered to your
email inbox? Sign up at
www.washingtonpost.com/
newsletters/the-trump-trials/.
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Asian farmworkers risk death in Israel’s border regions
A

BY REBEccA TAN
AND HEIDI LEVINE

METULA, ISRAEL — Israel’s north-
ern border with Lebanon has been
largely emptied of civilians for
over a year. Even before the cease-
fire between Israel and Hezbollah
started to fray in recent days,
Israeli officials had said it wasn’t
safe for residents to return.

There is one group of civilians,
however, who have been here
throughout the war.

When Israel ordered more than
143,000 of its citizens to evacuate
border regions more than a year
ago, it allowed migrant farmwork-
ers, mostly from Thailand, to stay
put — to water crops, prune trees
and harvest fruit as rockets fell
around them. Thousands of Thai
workers have been laboring in
Israel’s frontiers for months, some
inside closed military zones where
they’re the only civilians present
alongside Israeli soldiers, authori-
ties say.

At least six migrant workers —
five Thai, one Indian — have been
killed in cross-border attacks in
the north this year. Four Thai
workers were Killed by rocket fire
in October after receiving Israeli
military permission to work in the
evacuated town of Metula, about
500 feet from the border, Thai
authorities said.

“We have tried everything, ev-
erything possible to stop this,”
Thailand’s ambassador to Israel,
Pannabha Chandraramya, said in
an interview in Tel Aviv.

Even before the Metula inci-
dent, Thai leaders had pleaded
with Israeli officials dozens of
times not to allow workers in
high-risk zones, the ambassador
said, and each time were given
assurances by Israeli officials. The
legality of sending foreign workers
into military zones was vague,
workers’ rights groups said, until
October, when a Thai worker was
killed. Then Israeli Interior Minis-
ter Moshe Arbel said it was illegal
to employ them in areas that had
been evacuated. In a private meet-
ing the following month, Pannab-
ha said, Arbel promised again that
Thai workers would not be sent to
the front lines.

And yet, Pannabha said, she
knows Thai citizens remain in the
open fields of Israel’s embattled
north and south, far from shelters
and with virtually nothing to
shield them from exploding
shrapnel. As air attacks across the
Israel-Lebanon border intensified
in mid-November, Washington
Post reporters saw trucks of Thai
workers being waved into closed
military zones at Israeli check-
points.

“It’s unacceptable,” Pannabha
said, her voice rising in exaspera-
tion. Thailand has already lost too
much in this war, she added.
Forty-one Thai nationals were
killed by Hamas militants on Oct.
7, 2023, and six are still being held
hostage in Gaza.

The Israel Farmers’ Federation,
which represents private farmers
in the country, did not respond to
requests for comment. Israel’s In-
terior Ministry directed questions
to the Population and Immigra-
tion Authority, which said respon-
sibility for allowing workers to
enter high-risk zones lies with the
Israeli military.

In a statement, the military
said: “Agriculture is a central com-
ponent of the northern residents’
economy, and to balance various
needs and allow for the preserva-
tion of agriculture as much as
possible, requests from farmers
for agricultural work in closed
military zones are reviewed. Based
on situational assessments, excep-
tions are made to permit agricul-
tural work in restricted military
areas.”

A ‘free’ choice

Israeli officials say Thai work-
ers are not being forced to work in
border regions or even to stay in
Israel. But labor rights advocates
say this is disingenuous.

“It’s not a free choice. Not real-
ly;” said Nir Dvortchin, an Israeli
filmmaker who produced a docu-
mentary on Thai workers in Israel.
Even if they want to change em-
ployers or worksites, most Thai
laborers are too afraid to ask or

PHOTOS BY HEIDI LEVINE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: A Thai agricultural worker in an orchard in Metula, near Israel’s border with Lebanon. Thai farmworkers at a makeshift camp in northern Israel.
Thitiwat Klangrit, 35, sits by the bed of his roommate Prahyat Pilasrum, 42, who was among four Thai workers killed by a Hezbollah rocket attack in northern Israel.

aren’t able to because they speak
little to no English, said Orit
Ronen, manager of the agriculture
workers department at Kav
LaOved, an Israeli rights group.

A half-dozen Thai workers in-
terviewed by The Post said they
earn four to 10 times more in
Israel than in Thailand’s impover-
ished northeast, where many of
them are from. All said they have
young children to raise, and some
said they incurred debts to travel
to Israel.

Employers don’t pay them if
they choose on a given day not to
work because of security con-
cerns, the workers said. So on
most days, they do. Videos from
the workers show them plucking
apples and kiwis with air-raid
sirens blaring, ducking behind
trees or under trucks as missiles
streak overhead, and taking off
through the fields on foot when
panic sets in.

It’s not normal work, said Thiti-
wat Klangrit, 35, as he stood prun-
ing a peach tree in Metula one
recent afternoon. Dressed in a
thin cotton shirt and a sun hat, he
grimaced as rocket fire boomed
nearby.

He had been getting used to the
sounds of war, he said, but became
more skittish a few weeks ago,
after a group of four workers he
knew went to work near the hill
behind him. Thitiwat squinted
into the sun, pointing in the direc-
tion of the borderline. His friends
went past that hill, he said, and
never came back.

Leaving and returning

Israel has come under mount-
ing pressure to boost its domestic

agriculture sector, especially after
Turkey, which had been a major
food exporter, halted all trade in
May.

But much of Israel’s home-
grown crops are in its northern
and southern border regions,
where labor is in short supply.
Palestinian laborers have been
barred from working in Israel
since the war, and many Israeli
workers have been conscripted to
fight.

Before the Oct. 7 attack, about
30,000 Thais worked on Israeli
farms, the result of a decades-old
recruitment effort by Israel to
wean itself off a Palestinian work-
force, labor researchers say. About
9,000 of them went home immedi-
ately following the attack. But
Israeli farmers offered higher
wages to those willing to return —
and many accepted, coming in
waves since the start of the year. As
of November, there were 35,000

Thai workers in Israel, according
to government figures.

Lior Bez, 51, a member of the
Israel Defense Forces reservist
unit guarding a checkpoint into
Metula, said there were “loads” of
Thais working in and around the
heavily bombarded town. “They
have their own reasons for coming
back,” Bez said. “It’s not like we can
ask them to leave.”

Suraphut Theerawuth, 37, was
working on irrigation systems
along the Gaza border during the
Hamas assault and said he sur-
vived by locking himself inside a
bunker. He fled to Thailand, but
there were no jobs in his home
province of Udon Thani that ri-
valed his pay in Israel of 10,000
shekels, or about $2,700 a month,
he said. So he returned to his old
farm — which was “abandoned,”
he said, except for Thais.

The sounds of Israeli bombard-
ment of northern Gaza are near-

A Thai laborer works on irrigation pipes in southern Israel’s fields.

constant. Grenades and occasion-
ally rockets are still launched onto
the Israeli side of the border. “Of
course I'm scared,” Suraphut said,
“but I have to work” He shared
photos of his 5-year-old daughter,
a girl with bright eyes and dark,
bushy brows.

Anuchat Khokham, 43, said he
came back to Metula because his
wife gave birth to twins eight
months ago.

Pradoemchai Samart, 37, said
he returned to the farmlands
north of Haifa because he accrued
debts in Thailand he now has to
pay off. He thought it would be
safer in the north than in the
south. But there, too, the sounds
of the missiles, jets and drones
play in a loop, keeping him up at
night, Pradoemchai said. “I didn’t
know it was going to be like this,”
he said.

‘I had no idea how to feel’

When Thitiwat arrived to work
in Metula in April, Prahyat Pilas-
rum had been there six months.
The two shared a room, along
with a third worker, at a hotel
about 17 miles from the border,
Thitiwat recounted. They cooked
Thai food for each another on a
gas stove they set up on their
balcony and shared beers on Sat-
urdays, their only days off.

In recent months, they’d talked
more about the war. Prahyat was
more optimistic than he was,
Thitiwat said. Once it became less
dangerous, his roommate told
him, they would go fishing togeth-
er.

On Oct. 31, Thitiwat was at
work in a peach grove when he
saw an explosion that seemed

nearer than usual. Soon after, he
and other workers watched a heli-
copter descend onto the site of the
blast. Thitiwat said he called
Prahyat’s phone repeatedly but his
roommate didn’t pick up. “I had
no idea what to do. I had no idea
how to feel,” Thitiwat recalled.

Prahyat was one of four Thai
workers killed that day. He was 42,
a father of three and his family’s
breadwinner.

The workers’ remains were col-
lected and sent to Israel’s Ben
Gurion Airport, where Pannabha
led Thai and Israeli officials in a
ceremony. Pannabha said repatri-
ating the remains of Thai citizens,
which she’s had to do multiple
times in the past year, has been the
toughest assignment of her career.
“Every single time,” she said, “I
pray it’s the last”

After the incident, Thailand’s
foreign minister sent Israel a letter
of protest and called for all Thai
nationals to evacuate the border
regions. The Thai Embassy in Tel
Aviv circulated pamphlets telling
workers it’s not safe in the north.
But ultimately, Pannabha said,
Thailand doesn’t have authority in
the country.

Thitiwat said he couldn’t bring
himself to go to work the day after
Prahyat was killed. He didn’t go on
the second day either. On the third
day, he called his wife, who was
home in Thailand, taking care of
their 2-year-old daughter.

And on the fourth day, Thitiwat
said, he got up before sunrise, left
the hotel room with Prahyat’s
empty bed, and went back to work.

Wilawan Watcharasakwej in Bangkok
contributed to this report.

GHANA

Former president set
to return to office

Former Ghanian president
John Mahama is set to return to
office after the ruling party
candidate, Vice President
Mahamudu Bawumia, conceded
defeat Sunday in the West African
nation’s presidential election as

voters vented anger at the
government’s handling of the
economy.

Mahama, 65, who was
president from 2012 to early 2017,
had promised to “reset” the
country on various fronts during
a campaign that prioritized the
economy and largely appealed to
young Ghanaians who saw the
vote as a way out of the country’s
economic crisis.

DIGEST

The election for president and
members of Parliament was held
amid the country’s worst cost-of-
living crisis in a generation and
was seen as a litmus test for
democracy in a region shaken by
extremist violence and coups.
West Africa’s regional bloc,
ECOWAS, said the election was
generally peaceful, a continuing
trend in Ghana.

— Associated Press

South Korean prosecutors on
Sunday detained a former
defense minister who allegedly
recommended last week’s brief
but stunning martial law
imposition to President Yoon Suk
Yeol, making him the first figure
detained over the case. On
Sunday, ex defense minister Kim
Yong Hyun was taken into
custody at a Seoul detention
facility after undergoing an

investigation by prosecutors, a
law enforcement official said on
the condition of anonymity in line
with privacy rules.

Burkina Faso’s ruling military
junta appointed a new prime
minister a day after dissolving the
government without providing
any reason. Rimtalba Jean
Emmanuel Ouedraogo, until now
communications minister, will be

the West African country’s new
prime minister, junta leader
Ibrahim Traore said in a
presidential decree read on state
television Saturday. Traore issued
adecree Friday dismissing Prime
Minister Apollinaire Joachim
Kyelem de Tambela and
announcing the dissolution of the
national government. No reason
was given for the move.

— From news services
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Kyiv under U.S. pressure
to conscripl younger men

BY ISABELLE KHURSHUDYAN
AND SERHII KOROLCHUK

KYIV — For nearly three years,
Ukraine has resisted drafting
men as young as 18, as is done by
so many other wartime armies —
a choice that has baffled some of
Kyiv’s Western allies but is a
deeply sensitive issue at home.

As Russia has continued gain-
ing ground on the battlefield with
high-attrition-style combat,
UKkrainian President Volodymyr
ZelensKy is facing increased pres-
sure to deploy more younger peo-
ple to the front lines. With future
aid from Washington uncertain,
U.S. officials have warned that
Ukraine’s personnel shortage is
perhaps more critical right now
than its arms deficit.

“Even with the money, even
with the munitions, there have to
be people on the front lines to
deal with the Russian aggres-
sion,” Secretary of State Antony
Blinken told reporters in Brussels
last week.

A communications adviser to
Zelensky said Ukraine “will not
compensate for the lack of weap-
ons, aviation, or long-range capa-
bilities with the youth of our men,
and it is unfair to demand this
from Ukraine.”

“Unfortunately, we've always
had fewer weapons than needed
and are far from matching Rus-
sia’s advantages in aviation,
bombs, and missiles,” Dmytro
Lytvyn said in a statement.

“This is what we explain to our
partners,” he added. “We are
fighting to protect the Ukrainian
people, while [Russian President
Vladimir] Putin is fighting for his
right to destroy. ... He does not
value human lives, but we do.”

Even with Ukraine in a precari-
ous battlefield situation, many of
the military’s fiercest backers
here are against reducing the
draft age to 18. They say Ukraine’s
young people should be protected
most, as theyre the country’s
future and are free from the dec-
ades of Russian influence past
generations experienced.

Though young men have his-
torically been the backbone of
most armies, the question of who
should serve in the fight is deeply
divisive in Ukrainian society. Mo-
bilization is unpopular, and Zel-
ensky’s administration has said
further lowering the mobilization
age — it’s now 25, which is old
compared with other countries —
doesn’t make sense when there
aren’t enough weapons to equip
the soldiers already on the battle-
field.

It’s unclear if the debate will
continue to be a sticking point
between Kyiv and Washington
after President-elect Donald
Trump 1is inaugurated next
month. He has promised to bro-
ker a swift end to the fighting, but
Ukrainians are concerned they’ll
be forced into territorial conces-
sions.

UKkrainians have characterized
Russia’s invasion as a genocide
that has already killed too many
of their brightest and most patri-
otic people on the front lines.
Some influential activists have
said that Ukraine should sooner
start drafting women than lower
the conscription age.

Gen. Valery Zaluzhny,
Ukraine’s former commander in
chief who called on Zelensky to
mobilize more troops, is among
those against conscripting 18-
year-olds.

“We need Ukraine to existin 20
or 30 years,” said Zaluzhny,
UKkraine’s current ambassador to
Britain, while addressing stu-
dents in London. “That future lies
with them — those who are 18
now. They are a completely differ-
ent generation who will save this
country.”

Men ages 18 to 25 can still
volunteer to serve in Ukraine’s
military, but recruitment num-
bers have lagged across the coun-
try as the war grinds on. Most

men who wanted to volunteer
have already done so.

There are also potential long-
term demographic consider-
ations; people under 30 are part
of Ukraine’s smallest generation
in its modern history. Ukrainian
officials point out that men age 25
and older are more likely to al-
ready have at least one child than
those under 25.

Oleksandr Gladun, deputy di-
rector of the Ptoukha Institute for
Demography and Social Studies,
said the country’s birth rates
started to fall after the collapse of
the Soviet Union in 1991, when it
faced economic difficulties. The
lowest birth rate recorded was in
2001, he said, adding that
Ukraine’s military leadership
asked the institute for an assess-
ment two years ago.

“Right now, Ukraine is facing
the most difficult situation, but
we need to survive it and fight
through it,” Gladun said. “We are
living in a new reality, including a
demographic one.”

Zelensky lowered the draft age
from 27 to 25 in April and did
away with an array of exemptions
to try to boost personnel num-
bers. But progress has been slow.
Kyiv intended to draft 200,000
new soldiers by the end of this
year after the new mobilization
measures were approved in the
spring, UKrainian officials said.
But some believe that’s still not
enough.

Zaluzhny had previously advo-
cated for drafting 500,000 men —
a figure that Zelensky dismissed
as too high before he fired Zaluzh-
ny months later.

U.S. officials say there is spare
capacity to help train an entire
brigade of Ukrainian recruits out-
side the country if only Kyiv sent
people their way.

While Zelensky has repeatedly
claimed that UKkraine’s newly
formed brigades don’t have the
weapons promised by the West,
those in field complain that their
units are understaffed and strug-
gling to fend off a much larger
Russian force.

Soldiers are also angry that the
lagging recruitment means the
Ukrainian government hasn’t
created any legislation to demobi-
lize the troops who have been
fighting since the start of the war.

Yuriy Fedorenko, commander
of the Achilles battalion in
Ukraine’s 92nd Brigade, pro-
posed in an interview that, even
in peacetime, all men and women
should begin mandatory military
service from the age 0of 18, but that
they would not see combat action
until at least 23. The first five
years would be devoted to train-
ing, he said.

“We must tell the Ukrainian
nation today: Friends, starting
next year, everyone will be subject
to military conscription,” Fedo-
renko said.

“This decision is not popular —
oh, everyone must serve — but on
the other hand, if you break it
down, this decision enables us to
act preemptively to prevent war,’
he added. “When a nation is
prepared, any potential aggressor
will think twice before starting a
full-scale war.”

Ukrainian lawmakers have
called for other compromises,
possibly lowering the conscrip-
tion age to 20 instead of 18. Col.
Roman Kostenko, a parliamen-
tarian who has served in the
military, said in an interview with
UKkrainian television that he is
often asked by his American
counterparts in Congress for a
reason Kyiv won’t draft younger.
And he doesn’t have a good expla-
nation.

“It’s hard for me to explain
because I don’t know,” he said.
“But in reality, when we are fight-
ing in the most brutal war, some
people are being conscripted
while others are not.”

Michael Birnbaum contributed to this
report.
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Soldiers in Ukraine’s Donetsk
region in May. On Sunday,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said that about
43,000 Ukrainian soldiers have
died since Russia’s invasion.

Zelensky disputes toll cited by Trump

BY DAvID L. STERN

KYIV — Around 43,000 UKkraini-
an soldiers have died since Russia
invaded in 2022, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky said
Sunday, in apparent response to
President-elect Donald Trump’s
claim hours earlier that Kyiv had
“lost” some 400,000 soldiers in
battle “and many more civilians.”

In a post on Telegram, Zel-
ensky wrote that Ukraine had
about 370,000 “cases of provid-
ing assistance to the wounded.”
“Approximately 50 percent of the
wounded return to the ranks, and
all wounds, including minor and
repeated ones, are recorded.”

Zelensky’s count Sunday was
greater than the 31,000 he report-
ed in February but remained far
below estimates by Western intel-
ligence agencies. He did not say
how many troops were missing, a
number believed to be signifi-
cant. Russia, Zelensky said, had
suffered 198,000 killed and more
than 550,000 wounded.

Last week, Zelensky disputed a
report of around 80,000 deaths

published by the Wall Street
Journal. The true count, he told
the Japanese agency Kyodo
News, was “less, much less,” but
he did not give details.

Trump, posting on his Truth
Social platform on Sunday, called
Ukrainian losses ridiculous. He
did not clarify whether his
400,000 included both dead and
wounded.

He wrote that “close to
600,000 Russian soldiers lay
wounded or dead, in a war that
should never have started, and
could go on forever.”

The exchange came a day after
Zelensky and Trump met in Paris,
their first face-to-face encounter
since Trump’s election in Novem-
ber. French President Emmanuel
Macron hosted the pair Saturday
at the Elysée Palace before all
attended a ceremony to reopen
the Notre Dame cathedral.

Trump, in his post Sunday,
wrote that Zelensky and Ukraine
“would like to make a deal and
stop the madness.”

“There should be an immedi-
ate ceasefire, and negotiations

should begin,” Trump wrote. “If
[the war] keeps going, it can turn
into something much bigger, and
far worse. I know Vladimir [Pu-
tin] well. This is his time to act.”

Zelensky described their meet-
ing Saturday as “good.”

“We discussed important
things on the battlefield in
Ukraine and in the global situa-
tion — from our front to North
Korea,” he wrote on Telegram. He
wrote that Ukraine required “a
just and strong peace that the
Russians will not destroy in a few
years, as they have already done.”

He reiterated Kyiv’s need for
security guarantees from its
Western allies. He also wrote of
“thousands” of Ukrainian mili-
tary personnel and civilians in
Russian captivity, as well as
Ukrainian children deported to
Russia.

“This is what this war is all
about,” Zelensky wrote. “It can-
not be finished with just a piece
of paper and a few signatures.”

“War should not be endless,”
he wrote, but “peace should be
permanent and reliable.”
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Years ol anguish, hope
culminate in single day

Syrian prisoners’ families
begin frenzy of searching
for long-missing relatives

BY LOUISA LOVELUCK
AND MUSTAFA SALIM

GAZIANTEP, TURKEY — There
was no place more feared in
Bashar al-Assad’s Syria than Sed-
naya Military Prison. By Sunday,
the guards had fled, its doors
were flung open and this fortress
of terrified silence near Damas-
cus was alive with the sounds of
parents and children calling out
for their missing.

Videos on social media showed
families streaming toward the
prison they had known as a
“slaughterhouse,” searching for
loved ones who had disappeared
there — ready, at long last, to
bring them home, or to know
with finality that they were gone.

The lightning advance of reb-
els, culminating in the fall of
Damascus early Sunday, saw pris-
on guards abandon their posts in
cities from north to south. Now,
Syrians are bracing to learn who
among the country’s more than
100,000 unaccounted-for detain-
ees are still alive.

The insides of government
jails, once known only to those
who had suffered or served there,
were broadcast on televisions
across the country. Videos
showed freed inmates — exhaust-
ed, stunned, often barefoot —
staggering out into the night.

Although all sides in Syria’s
conflict have arrested, disap-
peared and Kkilled prisoners, the
Syrian Network for Human
Rights monitoring group esti-
mates that as many as 85 percent
were held throughout the state’s
network of prisons. Over the
years, rights groups documented
the systematic use of torture,
starvation and other forms of
lethal abuse by Assad’s security
forces.

At one point, Sednaya alone
had up to 20,000 inmates, ac-
cording to Amnesty Internation-
al. Many were executed or died of
neglect, former inmates said, as
guards enforced near-total si-

nexona

lence among the prisoners, who
slept under bug-infested blan-
kets on stone floors sticky with
blood and sweat.

Diab Serriya, co-founder of the
Association of Detainees and the
Missing in Sednaya Prison, and a
former detainee there himself,
said Sunday that up to 8,000
relatives of prisoners were comb-
ing the cells, as civil defense
workers struggled to reach secret
chambers farther underground.

“Some of the rebels are trying
to organize the search, but until
now there are no proper lists,”
Serriya said.

In other prisons, video showed
rebel fighters shooting the locks
off one by one. The inmates
hailed from all over Syria. Some
had been missing for decades,
and there were tearful reunions
in almost every major city. Over-
seas too, where the war had
turned more than 5 million Syri-
ans into refugees, families prayed
for calls they had feared would
never come.

Over the years, relatives of the
disappeared likened the loss to a
wound that couldn’t heal. One
man recalled turning on the ra-
dio to drown out his thoughts,
only to turn it off again when his
missing wife’s favorite songs
would play.

In the southern Turkish city of
Gaziantep, Jihad Dalain, 40, had
been waiting to hear the voice of
his youngest brother, Majd. The
24-year-old was arrested by gov-
ernment security forces in sum-
mer 2023 from the family home
in Darayya, alongside their elder-
ly parents. Their mother and
father were missing for 100 days
before middlemen agreed to se-
cure their release, Jihad said.

His father refused to speak
about what had happened inside
the prison, no matter how many
times Jihad asked, worried the
government was surveilling their
phones.

Majd, who has a degree in
physics, had remained behind
bars and was eventually moved
to Adra Central Prison in Damas-
cus. He called his parents early
Sunday “with these exact words,”
Jihad said: “He said: ‘There’s
something happening; I can’t
talk much.”

The next call was to the whole
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Jihad Dalain, 40, outside his home Sunday in Gaziantep, Turkey.
His brother was freed from Adra Prison after the Assad regime fell.

family, Jihad said, at exactly 9:22
a.m. “He said he was coming
home,” Jihad said, struggling to
describe everything he felt in that
moment. Jihad had married in
the year and a half since Majd
had been taken; the video call
Sunday morning was the first
time he had seen his sister-in-
law.

Lists shared by activists on
social media Sunday purported
to name the newly released.
Some Facebook posts showed
men with shaved heads, said to
have been freed from Sednaya,
alongside phone numbers for
their loves ones to call. On other
pages, website administrators
urged people to write the names
of those still missing.

From the northern city of Azaz,
Mayasa Marie, 40, said she was
looking for her husband, Mo-
hammed, arrested for his
anti-government activism in

2012, in the early days of the
revolution. She had heard ru-
mors that he had died inside
Sednaya, but refused to believe it.
Their son was 6 when Moham-
med was arrested. He is 18 now,
she said, studying to become a
lawyer to help the unjustly de-
tained.

“My son and his uncle went to
Sednaya immediately ... but still
they didn’t find anything,” Marie
said. “We are finally free but I
need my husband with us again.”

In the German city of Hanover,
Hussien Idris, 40, posted in
search of his brother Ahmed. “I
believe he is still alive, he should
be 32 years old,” he wrote. “I will
go back to find him myself.”

The families said their phones
were flooded with messages, but
none brought solace. There were
lists their loved ones weren’t on;
well-meaning questions from
contacts, but no answers.

@he Washington Post | LIVE

Jihad shows a photo of his brother Majd Dalain arriving home after
he was freed from the prison in Damascus, Syria.

Naila Alabbasi has spent 12
years without her sister Rania —
a proud mother, dentist and Syr-
ia’s two-time national chess
champion. Members of Syria’s
military intelligence arrived at
her home in March 2013, arrest-
ing her husband, Abdul Rahman.
Later, they returned to take Ra-
nia and her six children, ages 2 to
14. On one occasion, an interme-
diary suggested that Rania had
been seen near Damascus, but
that was all Naila had ever heard.

In early October, her brother
Hassan found a letter Rania had
written to a friend years before
the country’s uprising. She was
sitting outside in the soft Damas-
cus breeze, she had written, won-
dering whether she should leave
Syria altogether and join Naila in
Saudi Arabia. “I felt a burn in my
heart and a lump in my throat,”
Hassan wrote in a post to Face-
book. “I felt for a moment like I
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was communicating with her”

Naila had been glued to the
news since the rebels’ offensive
gathered pace, and stayed up late
watching the news, unable to
sleep. On her rounds as an obste-
trician in Riyadh, she said, she
thought only of her sister, and her
nieces and nephews.

Her voice broke as she started
to describe the videos she had
watched of the freed prisoners.
She had been studying their fac-
es, she said, knowing that the
children might be unrecogniz-
able after so many years.

“We should be happy, we
should be celebrating, but Rania
is not here,” she said. Her hope
was diminishing, but still she
clung to it.

“There’s no news, no news,’
she kept saying. “I’ve tried every-
one.”

Salim reported from Baghdad.
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Assad’s fall deals large blow to Iran’s “axis of resistance’
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Syrian regime’s toppling
follows weakening of
Hezbollah and Hamas

BY SUSANNAH GEORGE
AND MUSTAFA SALIM

The rapid fall of Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad, coming
hard on devastating losses suf-
fered by Hezbollah, has dealt a
serious blow to Iran’s “axis of
resistance,” a central pillar of
Tehran’s foreign policy, forged
over decades.

Through Syria’s 13-year civil
war, Iran devoted a great deal of
blood and treasure to propping
up the Assad regime, only to
watch its investment fail in a
matter of days as city after city
fell to Syrian rebels. But Tehran
hasn’t only lost a client; it has
seen its ability to project power,
key to its own security, upended.

Hezbollah, the militant group
whose power once rivaled that of
regional armies, suffered a hu-
miliating defeat to Israel last
month and was counting on
Iranian support to rebuild.

“The resistance front has had
a really hard year,” Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi
acknowledged Sunday in an in-
terview on Iranian state televi-
sion. But he said it had outper-
formed expectations, and cited
continued Hamas attacks on Is-
rael. “Nobody could have pre-
dicted that the front could be so
strong.”

Others were skeptical.

“Without Syria, we could see
the entire axis of resistance just
unravel,” said a Western diplo-
mat who, like others, spoke on
the condition of anonymity to
discuss sensitive policy.

Inside Iran, news of Assad’s
fall prompted sharp criticism of
Tehran’s policy. Even supporters
questioned the decision to spend
billions on a network that fell
apart so quickly.

“Iranians can be happy,” Hesh-
matollah Falahatpisheh, a for-
mer member of parliament,
wrote on X. “No one has the right
to spend the nation’s dollars to
maintain spiderwebs anymore.”

HUSSEIN MALLA/AP

An opposition fighter steps on a broken bust of former Syrian president Hafez al-Assad, Bashar al-Assad’s father, in Damascus on Sunday.

After Hamas launched its at-
tack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, the
axis — a loose alliance of armed
groups backed by Tehran from
Yemen to Gaza — appeared to be
ascendant.

In support of Hamas, Hezbol-
lah in Lebanon, the Houthis in
Yemen and groups in Iraq joined
in attacking Israel and U.S. inter-
ests in the region.

But Israel has killed Hamas’s
and Hezbollah’s leaders and
worn down their forces in Gaza
and Lebanon. Rather than deter-
ring its foe, Iran’s direct attacks
on Israel have only exposed
greater weaknesses.

Iran fired about 200 ballistic
miles at Israel in October, the
largest covert action in their

decades-long shadow war. But
the barrage, largely intercepted
by Israeli, U.S. and allied defens-
es, inflicted little damage. Isra-
el’s retaliation took out some of
Iran’s most sophisticated mili-
tary equipment: its air defenses.

“Iran needs to rethink its
strategy of proxies,” said Maria
Luisa Fantappié, head of the
Middle East program at the
International Affairs Institute in
Rome. “The proxies have become
more of a liability than an asset.”

As officials in Tehran spent
money on far-flung militias, they
told Iranians that the network
provided a layer of protection: It
allowed them to fight their ad-
versaries abroad, rather than at
home.

When the Hamas attack ignit-
ed aregional war, that reasoning
was put to a test. In Fantappie’s
view, it failed.

“The axis is not an effective
way to project power,” she said.
“On the contrary, it was project-
ing weakness.”

In the hours after Assad was
toppled Sunday, Iran’s most sen-
ior officials were silent. When
the Foreign Ministry issued a
statement, it emphasized a long
history of ties between Iran and
Syria.

“The relations between the
two nations of Iran and Syria
have a long history and have
always been friendly,” the minis-
try said. “It is expected that these
relations will continue with the

wise and far-sighted approach of
the two countries.”

When Iran mobilized forces
last week to protect Assad, it
called on allies to protect the
supply lines that link Tehran to
Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Days after the armed Islamist
group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
overran Aleppo, Araghchi, the
foreign minister, visited Assad in
Damascus. After their meeting at
the presidential palace, Iranian
media shared images of Aragh-
chi dining at a downtown restau-
rant with messages of solidarity.

But as the rebels continued to
advance, Iran’s concern soon
turned to panic. “What was sur-
prising was the inabilities of the
Syrian army and the speed of

developments in Syria,” Aragh-
chi said in the Iranian state
television interview. Even Assad,
he said, “was stunned by the
state of his own army.”

Araghchi traveled to Baghdad
on Friday to rally support. But by
then, regional officials and diplo-
mats were reporting, Assad’s
forces had lost the city of Hama
and were abandoning the Da-
mascus suburbs.

Iraq refused to commit troops.

“The Iranian foreign minister
left Iraq disappointed,” said an
Iraqi official with ties to the
country’s Shiite militias. Aragh-
chi assumed Baghdad would
support Tehran, as it had earlier
in Syria’s civil war, and was
“surprised” to hear otherwise,
the official said.

By the end of the day, a
regional diplomat said, Iran had
concluded Assad was “a lost
cause” and ordered military per-
sonnel and embassy staff to
evacuate. After four decades as
allies, Tehran was cutting its
losses.

Iranian commanders and dip-
lomats scrambled to board
flights out of the Damascus air-
port. Others tried their luck on
overland routes to Lebanon and
Iraq, according to the diplomat
and an Iraqi official.

“The Syrian government, and
Mr. Bashar Assad himself, did
not have the will to stay in power
anymore,” Mohammad Ghaderi,
an Iranian analyst, told the state-
run Islamic Republic of Iran
News Network on Sunday.

He dismissed claims that Iran
abandoned its longtime ally.
“Iran supported Syria up until
the last moment,” he said.

But criticism of Tehran was
rampant.

Some called for Iran’s leader-
ship to learn from Assad’s fall.

“The experience of dominoes
falling in Syrian cities has an
important lesson,” Abdolreza
Davari, who was an adviser to
former Iranian president Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad, said on X.

“The main ally of every gov-
ernment is its people,” he wrote,
“and people’s satisfaction is a
necessary condition for its sur-
vival against external attacks.”

Salim reported from Baghdad.
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Many causes cited

ASSAD FROM Al

flee to their coastal heartland.

Assad made no public address
in his final days in power and
remained out of sight, except for
one meeting, photographed by
state media, with the Iranian for-
eign minister. A widely anticipat-
ed speech expected Saturday
night never materialized. “He did
not say a word of comfort to us,
and we are disappointed,”’ said an
Alawite woman in Latakia who
had remained a staunch support-
er of the president, speaking on
the condition of anonymity for
fear of rebel reprisals.

He leaves a legacy of cruelty,
fear and destruction that has dis-
figured the modern Middle East.
Huge swaths of Syria are in ruins,
hundreds of thousands of people
have been Killed in the country’s
civil war and tens of thousands are
missing, many of them vanished
into the black hole of the regime’s
notorious prisons.

The speed of the rebel successes
stunned an international commu-
nity that had long ago given up on
the Syrian opposition and had be-
come reconciled, in varying de-
grees, to Assad’s rule.

But the warning signs of a col-
lapse were there all along. Assad
missed multiple opportunities to
reconcile with his opponents and
the international community, and
failed to implement policies that
might have rescued his country
and united his people, Syrians and
analysts said.

“He had no answers and no
solutions,” said Amr Al-Azm, a for-
mer Damascus University profes-
sor who teaches at Shawnee State
University in Ohio. “Just more of
the same, the same intransigence,
the same oppression.”

“Hebrought this all on himself,”
said Andrew Tabler, who founded
Syria Today in the early 2000s
under the auspices of Bashar’s
wife, Asma. He later wrote a book
about Assad and is with the Wash-
ington Institute for Near East Pol-
icy. “In the end he lost everything
and it cost the Syrians hundreds of
thousands of lives.”

After Assad succeeded in put-
ting down the uprising, there had
been an expectation among his
followers of a “peace dividend” —a
revival of the shattered economy,
at least some steps toward recon-
struction, perhaps a new chance
for acceptance on the global stage.

But none came. Eventually,

o
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A Syrian opposition fighter sits inside an office Sunday at the Presidential Palace in Damascus after the Syrian government collapsed.

even those Syrians who remained
loyal because they saw him as a
bulwark against the Islamists they
feared became disenchanted, Azm
said. The Assad family ran the
country as though it was their
personal piggy bank, and the lav-
ish lifestyles of the president’s rel-
atives, frequently shown on Insta-
gram, fueled the resentment.

Meanwhile, the country was de-
scending ever deeperinto depriva-
tion. According to the United Na-
tions, 90 percent of Syrians are
living in poverty and half are food-
insecure. “His biggest problem
was that he didn’t seem to care,”
Azm said. “When even his own
people couldn’t put food on the
table, he lost all support from his
own base.”

Assad squandered numerous
opportunities to shore up his sta-
tus externally and internally, with
his stubborn refusal to make the
kind of concessions that could
have brought him international
recognition and desperately need-
ed economic relief. Russia, his
chief ally, made strenuous efforts
to bring about a peace settlement

that would have been accepted by
the West, but he refused to com-
promise when it came to his abso-
lute hold on power.

In the weeks before the rebel
offensive, he rebuffed several
fresh approaches from global
powers that might have helped
secure his rule. One, made indi-
rectly from the United States
through the United Arab Emir-
ates, would have lifted crippling
U.S. sanctions in return for Assad
severing Iran’s ability to arm and
sustain Hezbollah militants in
Lebanon wusing land routes
through Syria, said Bassam Bara-
bandi, a former Syrian diplomat
who defected in the early days of
the revolt.

Perhaps more fatally for his re-
gime, he also rejected an olive
branch from Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who was
seeking to normalize relations
with Damascus in return for ef-
forts by Assad to keep Kurdish
forces off his border, engage in
dialogue with the Syrian opposi-
tion and accept the return of at
least some of the millions of Syrian

refugees who have sought sanctu-
ary in Turkey.

Turkey has long backed parts of
the Syrian opposition and appears
to have countenanced the rebel
offensive as a retort to Assad’s
rejection, Erdogan hinted Friday.

“We had called Assad. We said,
let’s determine the future of Syria
together,” Erdogan said Friday, ex-
pressing hope that the rebels
would reach Damascus. “We did
not receive a positive response.”

The Turkish efforts “all failed,”
Foreign Minister Hasan Fidan
said Sunday in Doha, Qatar. “We
knew something was coming.”

Assad’s departure heralds an
end to one of the most brutal
dictatorships in the modern Mid-
dle East, one that stretched back
to Assad’s father, Hafez, who
seized power in a coup in 1970 and
became president the following
year. Hafez established the fam-
ily’s reputation for cruelty with a
harsh crackdown on a Muslim
Brotherhood uprising in Hama in
1982, which Killed tens of thou-
sands of people.

Bashar assumed the presidency

after his father died in 2000, and
there were hopes that he would
introduce reforms and modernize
the centralized, state-run econo-
my. But after a brief flowering of
freedoms in the early 2000s,
known as the Damascus Spring,
hereverted to repression.

By the time the Arab Spring
protests swept the Middle East in
2011, Syrians were more than
ready to join in. Protesters surged
onto the streets around the coun-
try chanting for “freedom” and
“justice,” only to be met with hails
of gunfire from security forces.

Initially, Syrians aimed their
protests not at Assad but at the
corruption of the officials and
family members surrounding
him. In the first few weeks of the
nationwide protests, he seemed to
be willing to countenance reforms
that might have appeased the
demonstrators, according to Syri-
ans involved in the discussions.

Instead, he chose to crack
down, unleashing the vicious civil
war that would forcibly displace
millions, help fuel the rise of the
Islamic State and draw soldiers

in sudden fall of regime — all wrapped in one man’s hubris

from the United States, Turkey,
Russia and Iran into the country.

Almost from the outset, Assad’s
army was bolstered by the pres-
ence of advisers and fighters from
Iran, but it was the intervention of
Russian warplanes in 2016 that
definitively turned the war in his
favor. Four more years of blood-
shed followed before a ceasefire
deal negotiated by Russia and Tur-
key brought the fighting to a halt
inthe north — freezingthe conflict
but not resolving it.

Assad survived in Damascus,
but two-thirds of the country re-
mained beyond the control of his
forces, with the opposition still
holding an enclave of territory in
the north. Kurdish forces, backed
by the United States, controlled
the east and northeast.

In 2019, the Arab countries that
had broken ties with Assad and
backed the opposition began rees-
tablishing diplomatic relations
with Damascus, starting with the
UAE. The reasoning, Emirati offi-
cials said at the time, was to lure
Assad away from his dependency
on Iran and thereby reduce its
expanding influence in the region.

To that end, Saudi Arabia and
other Arab countries followed
suit, and in 2023 Syria was read-
mitted to the Arab League after
being expelled for its brutal crack-
down on protesters.

Yet for all the regional efforts to
restore Assad’s standing, he re-
fused to break ties with Tehran,
lamented a former Egyptian offi-
cial, speaking on the condition of
anonymity to discuss a sensitive
matter. “We spent a lot of efforts,”
the official said. “But he was in the
arms of Iran.”

In his final weeks in office,
Assad seemed oblivious to fast-
changing regional dynamics, as
Israel’s military pummeled Hez-
bollah, which had contributed
thousands of fighters to defend
the Syrian government at the peak
of the civil war. Some of his advis-
ers recommended that he accept
the indirect U.S. offer to sever ties
with Iran in return for thelifting of
sanctions, Barabandi said. But
Assad held firm, he said, thinking
he might get a better deal once
President-elect Donald Trump
was in office. Asrebels raced south
toward the Syrian capital, Iran
began withdrawing its forces and
Assad’s time ran out.

Claire Parker in Cairo contributed to
this report.
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Biden administration races to help stabilize Syria alter regime’s collapse

U.S. FROM A1

The flurry of activity capped an
astonishing turn of events in
which rebel forces needed just
days to upend a status quo that
stretched across the administra-
tions of three U.S. presidents, and
as President-elect Donald Trump
prepares to steer a very different
foreign policy from that of his
predecessor.

Biden said he had directed his
administration to work to ensure
that Syria remains as stable as
possible, as many actors inside
and outside the country seek to
capitalize on the situation to grab
power and advantage. With Israel
seizing control of border areas of
Syria and Turkish-backed forces
skirmishing with the Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces in the
country’s northeast, the situation
remains deeply combustible.

Chief among the fears is that
the Islamic State — which long
held portions of Syrian territory
under the fierce rule of its self-de-
clared caliphate — could seize ad-
vantage of the situation to rees-
tablishitselfasamajorforceinthe
country.

Many parts of the U.S. govern-
ment were caught off guard by
Assad’s collapse, including long-
time advocates for Assad’s ouster,
according to one senior U.S. offi-
cial, who, like others, spoke on the
condition of anonymity to speak
frankly about sensitive internal
assessments. U.S. officials are far
from confident that the rebels will
govern in a humane or productive
manner, the official said.

To battle back the militant
group, forces from the U.S. Central
Command, whose area of respon-
sibility includes the Middle East,
on Sunday struck over 75 Islamic
State targets using B-52, F-15 and
A-10 warplanes, the command
said in a statement.

“Battle damage assessments
are underway, and there are no
indications of civilian casualties,”
Central Command said in a state-
ment.

“There should be no doubt —
we will not allow ISIS to reconsti-
tute and take advantage of the
current situation in Syria,” said
Gen. Michael “Erik” Kurilla, who
leads the command, using an-
other name for the Islamic State.
“All organizations in Syria should
know that we will hold them ac-
countable if they partner with or
support ISIS in any way.”

ALLISON ROBBERT FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

President Joe Biden said the United States was working to address concerns that extremist groups could capitalize on the power vacuum.

Among numerous concerns is
the fate of the remnants of Assad’s
chemical weapons program. The
Syrian leader once had a major
stockpile of chemical weapons
and used them repeatedly against
rebel forces, the Obama adminis-
tration said in 2013.

After international condemna-
tion, much of the stockpile was
dismantled, but monitoring
chemical weapons inside Syria re-
mains a “primary focus” for the
Biden administration, a senior ad-
ministration official said while
briefing reporters. The official
said chemical weapons experts
are “fairly confident” the situation
is under control, without elabo-
rating.

The administration does not
expect that the current chemical
weapons threat will require
“boots on the ground,” the official
said.

With a wide range of regional
actors threatened by instability in
Syria and seeing an opportunity to

seize advantage, Biden adminis-
tration officials have been reach-
ing out extensively to countries
that share borders with Syria. The
country’s central location makes it
ahub for many regional dynamics
and rivalries.

Iraq, Turkey, Israel, Lebanon
and Jordan all have stakes in what
happens in Syria. Russia and Iran
— long Assad’s chief backers —
also stand to lose from the col-
lapse of his regime.

U.S. officials said the Biden ad-
ministration is working with Tur-
key in an attempt to set up a
deconfliction mechanism for the
northern city of Manbij, where the
U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic
Forces have clashed in recent days
with Turkish-backed forces.

Israeli forces moved Sunday
into buffer areas of the Golan
Heights and limited areas on the
Syrian side of its border, describ-
ing those as temporary moves as
Israel seeks to determine whoisin
the area. The Israeli government

informed the Biden administra-
tion ahead of time, U.S. officials
said.

“That is going to take an enor-
mous effort from everybody. We
think that should be the focus of
those with an interest in building
a better future Syria,” the senior
Biden administration official said.
“Additional fronts opening up, not
in anybody’s interest.”

U.S. officials are in contact with
all the groups involved in fighting
in Syria, including the main group
that ousted Assad, Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham (HTS), which was once
affiliated with al-Qaeda and re-
mains on a U.S. terrorist list, the
official said.

Asked whether the U.S. govern-
ment would strip the group of its
terrorist designation, which
would enable deeper U.S. contacts
and cooperation with them, the
official would not rule it out.

A third U.S. official said the
administration is in the process of
doing a “real-time assessment”

about HTS and its level of inde-
pendence from Turkey and Tur-
key’s views on Syrian Kurds, and
whether the group should be re-
moved from the foreign terrorist
organization list.

Syria has long been a danger
hot spot for U.S. interests. The
Biden administration had been
tracking the Islamic State targets
that were hit in Sunday’s strikes
for some time, even before the
events of the last few days, and
took the moment to weaken the
group’s operational capacity, the
official said.

The administration hopes the
strikes will serve as an additional
deterrent to aggression by the
group, the official said.

Biden on Sunday sought to take
credit for Assad’s fall from power,
saying it was the result of the
actions his administration took to
boost allies amid the wars in
Ukraine and Gaza. Russia, Iran
and Hezbollah were unable to aid
the Assad regime as they had in

the past because they are “weaker
today than they were when I took
office,” he said.

Biden said he was sending ad-
ministration officials to the region
and offering assistance to Syria’s
neighbors, including Jordan, Leb-
anon and Iraq. He also promised
humanitarian relief and an-
nounced his administration
would coordinate with the United
Nations to help Syrians build an
independent and sovereign state.

For more than a decade, U.S.
presidents have grappled with
how to contain the brutal leader-
ship of Assad without triggering a
spiraling international conflict.
The fall of the Assad regime fulfills
alongtime U.S. foreign policy goal,
after Russia and Iran supported
Assad amid the Obama adminis-
tration’s efforts to oust him.

U.S. officials have also for years
sought the release of Austin Tice,
the American journalist who was
kidnapped there in 2012. On Sun-
day, Biden was asked about Tice’s
whereabouts. “We believe he’s
alive. We think we can get him
back,” he said.

Trump, on Saturday, called for
the United States to stand back in
Syria, saying that Washington
does not have a direct stake in the
conflict.

On Sunday, Vice President-
elect JD Vance echoed Trump’s
call for the United States not to
intervene, but he appeared to
share Biden’s concerns about the
future of the region. He tweeted
that he was “nervous” about calls
on social media to celebrate Assad
fleeing the country.

“Many of ‘therebels’arealiteral
offshoot of ISIS,” Vance wrote.
“One can hope they’ve moderated.
Time will tell.”

Retired Gen. Frank McKenzie,
who led the U.S. Central Com-
mand during part of Trump’s first
term, said he was concerned that
the Islamic State’s possible resur-
gence could have “profound nega-
tive implications” for the region.

He said Trump would have to
takea“good hardlook at” address-
ing Syria amid risks that it could
become a foothold for extremist
groups trying to plot attacks
against the United States and its
allies. He noted that 900 U.S.
troops are present in Syria for
counterterrorism efforts.

Zakrzewski reported from Paris. Ben
Brasch and Ellen Nakashima
contributed to this report.
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Syrians celebrate the fall of Assad’s regime near the border between Lebanon and Syria in Masnaa, Lebanon. Within Syria, many saw the events as a long-postponed reckoning after the uprising begin in 2011.

Joy and anxiely alter rebel lactions unite to topple Assad

SYRIA FROM A1

If there was ecstasy in Syria
over Assad’s ouster, there was
also anxiety over the nature of
the rebel force that now held
sway over the country. “We all
have the windows and shutters
closed,” the person said.

The startling rebel success in
toppling Syria’s leader has come
amid efforts by the insurgents,
known at times in the past for
infighting, extremism and atroci-
ties, to unify their disparate fac-
tions and project a responsible
and caring image to skeptical
Syrians.

HTS, the faction leading the
rebel offensive, was an affiliate of
al-Qaeda until about eight years
ago and has been designated by
the U.S. government as a terrorist
organization. HTS has since
sought to rebrand itself as an
Islamist movement focused on
local concerns rather than trans-
national jihad. The effort intensi-
fied during the rebel advance
over the past 11 days, when the
Sunni Muslim group released
statements intended to reassure
Syria’s religious minorities, in-
cluding Christians.

Its leader, previously known
by his nom de guerre, Abu Mo-
hammed al-Jolani, for the first
time gave interviews with West-
ern news outlets using his given
name, Ahmed al-Sharaa, while
dismissing his association with
extremists as a youthful folly.

Syria’s army appeared to fold
in the face of the rebel advance,
ceding large swaths of territory
“without firing one bullet,” Turk-
ish Foreign Minister Hakan Fi-
dan said Sunday.

And as Assad’s security forces
failed to come to his defense,
Russia and Iran, Syria’s most
important military allies, proved
unwilling or unable to save the
embattled Syrian dictator. Both
countries have been preoccupied
with other conflicts — in Ukraine
and in Lebanon — and there was
no sign of the muscular effort
they had mounted in years past
to defend Assad.

After Assad had gone Sunday,
an Iranian Foreign Ministry
statement said Syria’s future was
“solely the responsibility of the
Syrian people, without any de-
structive interference or external
imposition,” suggesting that Teh-
ran had reconciled itself to the
rebel tide.

Russia said it was “in contact
with all opposition factions in
the country,” including groups it
had previously derided as terror-
ists. Russia also said there was
“no serious threat” to Moscow’s
military installations in Syria, its
primary interest in the country.

Countries in the region ap-
peared to watch the develop-
ments in Syria with a measure of
alarm. Fidan, whose government
has supported the Syrian opposi-

OMAR ALBAM/AP

The leader of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, known by his nom de guerre
Abu Mohammed al-Jolani. The faction led the rebels’ advance.

“Whoever emerges as Syria’'s new leadership
should make a full and determined break
Jfrom the repression and impunity of the past
and establish a system that respects the
human rights and dignity of all Syrians

regardless of background or political views.”
Lama Fakih, Middle East director at Human Rights Watch

tion, warned that the rebels
needed to be “inclusive” and that
“there must never be a desire for
revenge,” a sign of concern that
the insurgents might turn on
Assad officials or loyalists.

The Arab League, in a state-
ment Sunday, said it was “follow-
ing with great interest the rapid
developments in Syria, which is
passing through one of the most
important and dangerous mo-
ments in its modern history.” The
group, which includes govern-
ments such as the United Arab
Emirates that had recently eased
Assad’s international isolation by
normalizing relations with Da-
mascus, urged Syrians to “uphold
the concepts of tolerance and
dialogue” and “protect the rights
of all components of Syrian soci-
ety.”

Assad’s exit did not immedi-
ately bring calm to Syria. Israel
and Turkey remained focused on
what they perceive as threats
emanating from inside Syria and
engaged in military action to
secure their interests.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said Sunday he
had instructed the Israeli mili-
tary to strengthen the defense of
his country’s borders by advanc-
ing into the buffer zone separat-
ing Syrian and Israeli-controlled
land in the Golan Heights and
seizing new territory.

Turkish-backed Syrian rebels,
meanwhile, advanced on Manbij,

a town in northern Syria con-
trolled by Kurdish-led Syrian
fighters allied with the United
States. The offensive, part of a
long-standing Turkish effort to
push Kurdish fighters it consid-
ers terrorists away from its bor-
der, threatened to draw a re-
sponse from the United States,
which views the Kurds as critical
in the fight against the Islamic
State militant group.

Within Syria, the fast-moving
events were seen by many Sun-
day as a long-postponed reckon-
ing after the uprising nearly 14
years ago against Assad’s govern-
ment. That revolt was fanned by
the 2011 Arab Spring uprisings
and set off in Syria by graffiti
spray-painted by a teenage boy in
the country’s south.

“It’s your turn, doctor,” the
graffiti read, in a challenge to
Assad, a trained ophthalmolo-
gist. The slight prompted a furi-
ous security response and even-
tually, Syria’s long civil war.

The conflict, beginning in late
2012, displaced millions of Syri-
ans, forcing them across the
country’s border into Turkey,
Lebanon or Jordan, or farther
from home. Desperate Syrians
braved the Mediterranean Sea in
dinghies or rafts, in the hopes of
reaching Europe. Syria’s refugee
crisis became a global concern,
especially for European coun-
tries receiving the exiles — but
never urgent enough that it

prompted a settlement of Syria’s
conflict.

Over those years, thousands of
Syrians had disappeared into
Syria’s prisons.

Youssef Sousanieh, 65, a resi-
dent of Damascus, said he had
not seen his older brother Michel
in nearly four decades. Assad’s
departure might make it possible
to learn his fate. His brother
would be 71 years old.

“We asked every security
branch and they all said it’s none
of your business,” Youssef said in
aphone interview. His family had
long given up hope of finding
him, until Saturday, when
Youssef saw prisoners being re-
leased across the country.

“They reminded me of him
again, seeing these people freed,”
he said. “I hope, maybe, after 39
years, God will keep him alive.”

Lama Fakih, Middle East di-
rector at Human Rights Watch,
said in a statement Sunday that
for “Syrians scattered across the
globe, the dream of accountabili-
ty for years of crimes and brutal-
ity is closer to becoming a reali-

“Whoever emerges as Syria’s
new leadership should make a
full and determined break from
the repression and impunity of
the past and establish a system
that respects the human rights
and dignity of all Syrians regard-
less of background or political
views,” she said. The rebels need-
ed to preserve and protect evi-
dence of crimes, she added.

For Yassin al-Haj Saleh, a Syr-
ian dissident, the collapse of the
Assad government was not the
end of his struggle, which has
included seeking to solve the
mystery of what had befallen his
wife.

“The regime fell a day after the
anniversary of my arrest in 1980
and a day before the anniversary
of my wife Samira’s disappear-
ance in 2013,” he wrote. His wife,
Samira Khalil, and three other
human rights activists disap-
peared during the chaos of Syr-
ia’s civil war.

The four — Khalil, Razan Zai-
touneh, Wael Hamadeh and
Nazem Hammadi — vanished
from a Damascus suburb, be-
lieved to be kidnapped by Islam-
ist rebels who were active in the
district at the time. They were
known as the Douma 4, for the
area where they were last seen.

“It is my country and my
people’s right that my wife and
friends be freed,” Saleh wrote.
“Or that we know the full truth
about them and the perpetra-
tors.”

El Chamaa reported from Beirut and
Morris from the Masnaa Border
Crossing, Lebanon. Claire Parker in
Cairo, Catherine Belton in London,
Leo Sands in Washington and Suzan
Haidamous at the Masnaa Border
Crossing contributed to this report.
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A season of uncertainty for a Helene-stricken tree farm

BY ALLISON JOYCE
AND SCcOTT DANCE

Before a Fraser fir can become
“O Tannenbaum,” it must grow
tall.

That takes a decade or longer.
So when Hurricane Helene left
much of North Carolina’s famed
and valuable Christmas tree crop
toppled, crumpled or steeped in
mud, farmers like Graham Avery
had little reason for hope.

“There’s alot better ways to use
your land to make money than
Christmas trees,” said Avery,
whose family’s farm lost about
three-quarters of its trees in the
storm — more than 70,000 of
them, at varying stages of growth.
Some tree growers faced with
such a disaster might choose to
turn their tree farms into camp-
grounds or sell to ahousing devel-
oper, he said.

“That’s not who we are,” Avery
said.

Instead, this Christmas season
is one of uncertainty, and maybe
some hope, as the Averys do what
they can to salvage their tree
farm. Normally, they would be
busy boxing up trees and ship-
ping them around the country for
$200 apiece. This year, they just
hope to sell as many $60 wreaths
and table toppers as possible,
cutting off the nicest branches of
damaged trees to make them.
Later, they will have to worry
about replanting, and the seasons
to come.

For now, they are shaking the
mud off whatever intact trees
they have, however imperfect, to
sell to people who have been
eager to lend support. Some have
paid extra for trees to support
hurricane relief fundraisers,
bought trees even though they
are allergic or don’t have room,
and happily taken them home
even if they’re “not as beautiful as
you would typically want,” said
Tiffany McDaniel, one of many
volunteers who stepped up to sell
some of the Averys’ trees.

In the two days after Thanks-
giving, she sold more than 100 of
them from a church parking lot
near Greensboro, North Carolina.

“It was pretty incredible com-
munity support,” McDaniel said.

The tree industry’s turmoil is
the latest sign of Hurricane He-
lene’s once-unthinkable devasta-
tion and of a community’s fervent

PHOTOS BY ALLISON JOYCE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Christmas trees from several farms are loaded out on Nov. 25 in Newland, North Carolina.

resilience to it. Nearly a quarter of
the “real” Christmas trees across
the country come from North
Carolina in a typical year, accord-
ing to the North Carolina Christ-
mas Tree Growers Association.
But after untold numbers were
damaged or destroyed when He-
lene flattened hundreds of thou-
sands of acres of mountain for-
ests, many tree growers were left
navigating a precarious path for-
ward.

This holiday season looks dif-
ferent in a place that would nor-
mally be drawing families from
across the Southeast and sending
them back home with a piece of
North Carolina forest strapped to
their car’s roof.

“Going out and picking out a
tree is a big part of people’s
traditional Christmas season,”
said McDaniel, who grew up in
the western part of the state. But
with so much damage to the
forests and many major roads
and bridges still impassable, “it’s
got a long way to go” to recover.

The state has about 940 Christ-
mas tree growers who, in a nor-
malyear, sell about 3 million trees
out of a stock of more than 50
million, according to the growers
association and the U.S. Depart-

Waightstill Avery III cuts trees that survived on a hill. His family’s
farm is pushing Operation Imperfect Christmas Tree.

ment of Agriculture’s 2022 cen-
sus. That year, the state’s tree
growers reported more than $144
million in sales.

Nearly all of those trees are
Fraser firs, a species brought to
the southern Appalachians by a
Scottish botanist named John
Fraserin the late 1700s, according
to the association. Prized for their

soft, dark-green needles and clas-
sic evergreen aroma, the trees are
an ideal crop in the mountains of
North Carolina, Tennessee and
Virginia because they can grow
naturally only at elevations of
4,500 feet or higher, the associa-
tion says.

North Carolina tree farms have
supplied the White House with its

Christmas tree more than a dozen
times since the 1970s, according
to the association — including
this year’s, a Fraser fir cut from
another Helene-stricken farm in
Avery County, the Cartner Christ-
mas Tree Farm. In 2022, a red
spruce from western North Caro-
lina’s Pisgah National Forest, also
hit hard by Helene, was chosen to
stand alight in front of the U.S.
Capitol.

The Averys say their family was
among the first to bring Fraser
firs to this corner of North Caro-
lina, in a county that is named for
their ancestor, Revolutionary
War Col. Waightstill Avery.
Waightstill Avery III now runs
Avery Farms and the Trinity Tree
Company along with his sons,
Graham and Sawyer Avery.

Helene brought damage unlike
anything the family had ever seen
as it sent the North Toe River
coursing across their land. It de-
stroyed Waightstill Avery III’s
home, and while the waters
spared those of his sons, they
washed away bridges and cut
them off from the rest of the
500-acre property. All three men
and their families escaped.

Besides deep deposits of mud
and muck, the floodwaters left
behind significant debris, includ-
ing part of a massive pipe or
culvert and a large trailer or
shipping container. Waightstill
Avery IIl’s house dates to the
1970s and was originally his
mother’s hair salon. The water
rose six feet high inside, so the
family doesn’t know if they will be
able to salvage it, but they hope
to.

“There’s a lot of sentimental
value there,” Graham Avery said.

About 30,000 of the farm’s
Christmas trees were spared be-
cause they are on higher ground.
But the flood damaged or de-
stroyed the bulk of the Averys’
trees, as well as farming equip-
ment and machinery, that sit near
the river. Any trees that are still
standing and intact but were
inundated with water will even-
tually turn brown and die, Avery
said.

At first, it wasn’t clear if they
would be able to sell any trees this
year. But as so many people ral-
lied around the communities of
western North Carolina, some of
them began to ask: Can I help sell
them?

Melodi Fentress had been con-
nected to Avery Farms as she
helped get relief to hurricane
victims in the area. As the Christ-
mas season approached, she of-
fered up Rainbow Magic Alpaca
Farm in Greensboro, where she
helps raise more than 50 alpacas,
as a treelot. She and her husband
managed to quickly get the sup-
plies they needed to bale the trees
and stand them on wooden
blocks. So far, they have sold
about two dozen of nearly 200
trees they got from the Averys.

At Oak Ridge Methodist
Church northwest of Greensboro,
McDaniel quickly sold all but 30
or 40 of the 160 trees she got from
the Averys’ farm. She told cus-
tomers that she was looking to
recoup the $56 per tree she paid
and that anything more would go
to a group called Cabins 4 Christ,
building small homes for hurri-
cane victims. Many of them gave
an extra $40 or $50 to help, she
said.

Every tree sold helps put adent
in the farm’s losses, Avery said.
But it cannot make up for them.

In a normal year, the farm
makes about $500,000 in sales,
with 5,000 to 10,000 of the farm’s
trees large enough to sell. But
next season, and many after,
“those will be the years that we’re
really down,” Graham Avery said.
Among what survived Helene un-
scathed, there may be 1,000 to
2,000 market-size trees next year,
he said.

He worries that in a year or
two, “people will start to forget
about this hurricane. It’s going to
take a lot of years to rebound.”

So, next, the farmers will face
the challenge of replanting.
There are only so many seedlings
to go around. And so many grow-
ers need them.

“It’s not like we can pick up the
phone and call another tree grow-
er and say, ‘Hey, we need 1,000, ”
Avery said of seedlings and small-
er trees. Even if they could, “You
have to pay to keep the trees up
for 10 years before you ever see
any return on your investment.”

He expects a strenuous effort
to buy new trees from anywhere
he can find them — once the
stress of this unusual and uncer-
tain Christmas season subsides.

“That’ll be next year’s prob-
lem,” he said. “We're still trying to
get through this year.”
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SpaceX’s technolo

MUSK FROM Al

year, according to a recent
Bloomberg report, pegging it as
the world’s most valuable private
company and most valuable de-
fense contractor. Another likely
reason: investors’ belief that
Musk, the world’s wealthiest
man, could find it easier to fur-
ther enrich his business empire
after aiding the campaign of
President-elect Donald Trump.

Musk has said he founded
SpaceX to get to Mars. His ad-
vanced satellite system Starlink
— which he has said he set up
partly to fund Mars expeditions
— has proved to be a killer app on
battlefields for steering next-
generation drone swarms and
coordinating troops. No other
nation is anywhere close to
matching the capability.

The company’s massive Star-
ship, the most powerful rocket in
history and the first reusable
heavy-duty one, is likewise in a
class of its own. Even as Musk has
touted its potential to help hu-
manity explore the cosmos, the
Pentagon is eyeing its 165-ton
carrying capacity for rapid trans-
port of troops and gear to Asia in
case of war.

Gen. B. Chance Saltzman,
Space Force chief of space opera-
tions, traveled to Texas last
month to watch the latest Star-
ship launch and review the com-
pany’s operations. “The Depart-
ment of the Air Force and the U.S.
Space Force are monitoring Star-
ship’s progress and look forward
to potentially leveraging its capa-
bilities in the future,” the Space
Force said in a statement.

At an investor gathering last
month, one of SpaceX’s early
investors, Ron Baron, recalled
SpaceX President Gwynne Shot-
well once telling him that “one of
the only things that’s preventing
my grandchildren from speaking
Mandarin is SpaceX.” Shotwell
backpedaled the remark on cam-
era — “No, that was very bold of
me” — but confirmed she be-
lieved SpaceXis “very important”
for U.S. national security.

SpaceX, Shotwell and Musk
did not respond to requests for
comment for this article.

Todd Harrison, a space policy
analyst with the American Enter-
prise Institute, said it would
probably take China 10 years to
develop a rocket with carrying
capacity like Starship’s, giving
the U.S. military a window of
exclusivity.

Gary Henry, former SpaceX
senior director of national secu-
rity space solutions, said he be-
lieved the next-generation mili-
tary applications that can be built
from Starlink and Starship will
serve as deterrents that may pre-
vent China from risking a war
against the United States.

“I think no company or nation-
state actor will be able to repli-
cate or match Starship’s evolving
performance capabilities in our
lifetimes,” Henry said.

There has long been an inter-
section between space explora-
tion and the military, dating back
at least to World War II, when
German engineer Wernher von
Braun designed the V-2 rocket.
And often new technology brings
its own risks of sparking conflict.
Earlier this year, Washington was
roiled by the revelation that Rus-
sia had launched a “counterspace
weapon” into orbit, which was
partly a response to the U.S.
satellite buildup. Security experts
at the Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory have noted
that U.S. dominance in low Earth
orbit investment means China
“has more latitude to start war in
space” than the United States.

“These are old ideas, that the
United States might be able to be
so dominant in space that others
might not even try to catch up or
contest that dominance,” said
Laura Grego, a senior scientist
and research director at the

Union of Concerned Scientists.
“That kind of rhetoric caused a
lot of distrust and ... accelerated
the space arms race that we are
currently in.”

William Hartung, a senior re-
search fellow at the Quincy Insti-
tute for Responsible Statecraft,
who has been a critic of arms
sales, called the predictions that
SpaceX could help the U.S. deter
or win a war against China “wish-
ful thinking” that is “typical of
the techno-optimism of the Sili-
con Valley defense sector.”

Such optimism exists outside
the valley, too. Kari Bingen, a
former deputy undersecretary of
defense, likened today’s Mars
dream to the 1960s race to the
moon, which, despite criticism of
Apollo’s  extravagant  costs,
spurred technological advances
like the miniaturization of com-
puters.

“I think the same thing will
happen here,” she said. “There
will be technological and other
benefits which we can’t fathom
right now. But they will be amaz-
ing, and they will be game chang-
ers.”

Eyes in the sky

SpaceX has constructed Star-
link, the world’s largest satellite
network with about 6,400 satel-
lites, in just five years, unlocking
new capabilities for the U.S. gov-
ernment in encrypted communi-
cations, surveillance and next-
generation drone warfare.

The recent revelations of the
“Salt Typhoon” hacks, in which
Chinese government hackers
deeply compromised major U.S.
phone and internet networks,
has underscored Starlink’s value
as a new airborne network cir-
cumventing traditional data
“pipes.” The U.S. government has
already shifted some communi-
cations to Starlink’s encrypted
government service, Starshield.
Although satellites are not im-
mune to hacking either, Starlink’s
equipment is manufactured in
the United States, a rarity in the
globalized telecommunications
industry, providing less opportu-
nity for a foreign hacker to inter-
cept and tamper with gear.

Aside from its consumer inter-
net service, Starlink is building
out a next-generation network of
surveillance satellites for govern-
ment use, jostling with more
established players like Maxar
Technologies and Planet Labs.
Industry experts say the compa-
ny is on track to build the world’s

first system able to monitor all
spots on Earth continuously in
near real-time, revolutionizing
reconnaissance.

“When you look at what
SpaceX has done to revolutionize
cost,” said Robert O. Work, for-
mer deputy secretary of defense,
“that is allowing us to get closer
to real-time visibility across the
globe using different sensors ...
You could have hardly dreamed
of [it] a decade ago.”

Starlink has also emerged as a
key tool on the modern battle-
field, after Ukrainian soldiers pi-
oneered tactics of steering
swarms of bomb-rigged small
drones into Russian targets, in a
successful experiment partly
funded by the Pentagon. William
Gerstenmaier, SpaceX vice presi-
dent of build and flight reliability,
told the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee last year he believed the
deployment of Starlink and Star-
shield were “crucial” to U.S. na-
tional security and foreign policy
objectives abroad.

“There will be
technological and other
benefits which we can’t
Jathom right now. But

they will be amazing,
and they will be game
changers.”
Kari Bingen, former deputy
undersecretary of defense, on

technological advances spurred by
SpaceX'’s pursuit of colonizing Mars

“Future wars are all about
drones & hypersonic missiles,”
Musk posted last week on X.
“Fighter jets piloted by humans
will be destroyed very quickly.”

U.S. defense officials are also
eyeing Starlink’s potential uses in
a theoretical conflict with China,
according to former SpaceX exec-
utive Henry. Beijing has used
missile installations and other
tactics to prevent any unauthor-
ized approach toward the coun-
try by plane or ship, a strategy
dubbed “anti-access/area denial.”
Satellites float freely at a higher
altitude, Henry said, helping
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“America and its allies to project
power necessary anywhere on
the globe.”

Some ideas about these capa-
bilities run counter to hard-won
historical insights into the logis-
tics of land-based warfare. Earli-
er this year, Maj. Brian E. Hamel
wrote in Army Sustainment, a
U.S. Army periodical, that satel-
lites could even be potentially
loaded with cargo needed by
soldiers in a war against China,
ranging from weapons to food to
blood transfusions. The supplies
could be released at the right
point in orbit, he wrote, sur-
mounting the “tyranny of dis-
tance” and challenging the con-
ventional wisdom that the Unit-
ed States could never sustain an
occupation of the Chinese main-
land.

“The entire satellite could fall
back to Earth or just eject the
desired payload,” Hamel wrote.

Beijing has expressed displea-
sure at the U.S. satellite advances
as it races to build a similar
system. China Military Online, a
media outlet run by the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army, has
fretted that Starshield may be
able to conduct detailed recon-
naissance of other nations and
intercept foreign communica-
tions: “The entire Earth will be
wrapped in a large web.”

Even the European Union, a
U.S. ally, has worried that the
United States alone commands
such a powerful new tool, and is
attempting its own version,
called IRIS2.

“Depending on a foreign pri-
vate company is not exactly what
European governments want,”
said a European space industry
executive, speaking on condition
of anonymity to discuss a sensi-
tive topic. “It would mean that at
any time, this private company
can decide to switch off commu-
nications.”

Super Heavy

Even as Starlink’s satellites are
revolutionizing communications
and battlefield tactics, Shotwell
recently predicted that the com-
pany’s giant rocket, Starship, will
become the most valuable part of
the business. NASA is investing
$4 billion into Starship, with
plans to use the rocket to return
astronauts to the moon, a nearer-
term goal than Mars.

In October, SpaceX successful-
ly “caught” Starship’s first stage,
Super Heavy, proving the massive
system can be reusable. That

suggests a dramatic drop in
launch costs and could make
Musk’s dream of a Mars colony a
reality. “Big step towards making
life multiplanetary was made to-
day,” Musk celebrated on X.

It was a big step as well toward
the Pentagon’s realizing its plan
to build a rocket transport sys-
tem that can shuttle troops and
weapons to Asia within 90 min-
utes if a war breaks out with
China. The Air Force awarded
SpaceX a $102 million, five-year
contract in 2022 to develop such
a system.

Bingen, the former Pentagon
undersecretary, said it can take
two to three weeks to resupply
forces in the Western Pacific
through traditional methods.
This delay has figured into Wash-
ington’s concerns that Beijing
could invade Taiwan, a geopoliti-
cal flash point, so quickly that the
United States would not have
time to come to its defense.

“How do you deliver supplies
to a heavily denied environment?
One way to do that is launch a
rocket with the equipment and
munitions you need, and have it
land in a contested operating
environment,” she said.

One dilemma there, however,
is how to ensure a rocket cargo
shipment flying downward is not
mistaken for something else —
say, a nuclear ballistic missile.

“We would not want to create
confusion,” Bingen said. “These
would be space launch vehicles,
launched from very different lo-
cations from where we launch
our nuclear missiles.”

Starship rockets could also en-
able the U.S. military to head off a
brewing war by rapidly assem-
bling a show of force overhead,
Henry said: “I can show a poten-
tial adversary ... do you really
want to go to the next level?
Hopefully, they take their toys
home, and we bring ours home.”

Peter Klupar, former director
of engineering of the NASA Ames
Research Center, said executives
and officials are still getting their
heads around how the Starship
breakthrough will change tech-
nologies as we know them.

“People are behaving like it’s
1999, and the cost of lift is
$100,000 a Kkilo,” he said. “We’re
headed to a place where the cost
of lift is going to be $100 a kilo.”

The multiplanetary dream

Musk has often gone big when
discussing Mars. In a 2009 essay,
he listed key events on Earth as

dgical leaps bring benelits to U.S. military

including the emergence of mul-
ticellular creatures, the differen-
tiation of plants and animals, and
the advent of mammals. “On that
scale,” he wrote, “the next impor-
tant step is obvious: making life
multiplanetary.”

People familiar with Musk say
the Mars dream has been deeply
woven into the DNA of SpaceX
since its earliest days. Musk him-
self has called it the motivating
force when in 2002, at age 30, he
started Space Exploration Tech-
nologies Corp. in the aerospace
hub of El Segundo, California.
Fresh off a windfall from selling
PayPal to eBay, Musk hoped to
lower the stratospheric price of
rockets to aid exploration of the
Red Planet.

But whether by accident or
design, SpaceX soon found its
practical business to be spy satel-
lites. The first customer Musk
landed was the Pentagon, which
took a chance on booking the
Falcon 1’s maiden flight in part
because Musk had promised to
keep the rocket cost below the
unheard-of low price of $6 mil-
lion. The payload was a radically
small and cheap satellite called
TacSat-1, developed by the Navy
and Air Force.

This first SpaceX rocket blew
up inlaunch in 2006 and TacSat-1
never got off the ground. But
defense officials helped Musk
troubleshoot. More contracts fol-
lowed with the Air Force and
DARPA, the Pentagon’s experi-
mental technologies agency.

This early exposure to the Pen-
tagon’s cutting-edge satellite
technology was valuable experi-
ence. In 2014, Musk began talking
with a start-up called WorldVu,
founded by a former Google exec-
utive, which had an audacious
idea to build a next-generation
satellite internet network in the
air. The partnership with World-
Vu fell apart, but Musk decided to
build his own satellites.

While WorldVu and other ri-
vals floundered, SpaceX’s Star-
link satellites, first launched in
2019, succeeded. Today, Starlink
controls more than half the satel-
lites orbiting Earth, unlocking
some of the futuristic capabilities
that Pentagon engineers had en-
visioned two decades ago as they
experimented with TacSat-1.

Until recently, Musk has dis-
cussed the military implications
of SpaceX’s technologies in pub-
lic only sparingly, focusing in-
stead on his vision of interplane-
tary exploration.

“Starship will allow us to in-
habit other worlds,” Musk tweet-
ed in 2019. In July, he added:
“Starship is the kind of thing that
makes people from little kids to
seniors excited about the future!”

In recent days, Musk has be-
come bolder in his remarks, per-
haps stung by criticism by celeb-
rity astrophysicist Neil deGrasse
Tyson over the feasibility of a
Mars colony on Bill Maher’s
“Overtime” show.

“For him to just say, ‘Let’s go to
Mars because it’s the next thing
to do, what does that venture
capitalist meeting look like?”
deGrasse Tyson had quipped.
“‘So Elon, what do you want to
do?’ ‘T want to go to Mars.” ‘How
much will it cost?” ‘A trillion
dollars. ‘Is it safe?”” ‘No, people
will probably die’ ‘What’s the
return on the investment?’ ‘Noth-
ing’ That’s a five-minute meet-
ing, and it doesn’t happen.”

Musk took to X afterward,
posting a meme based on
Trump’s narrowly escaping an
assassination attempt by turning
his head. He was suggesting that
SpaceX’s “Occupy Mars” goal
could help produce a narrow
miss of “World War 3.”

Aim high, beyond mere Earth
orbit, he wrote. What assures
payoff is “the absurdly ambitious
nature of the goal.”

Christian Davenport and Nitasha
Tiku contributed to this report.

As the rest of the world is soaked, U.S. heads into winter in a long drought

BY BEN NoOLL

Even after a polar plunge, a
bomb cyclone and atmospheric
river, and heavy lake-effect snow,
more than 71 percent of the
United States was still facing
abnormally dry conditions as of
December.

That number is down from a
record-breaking 87 percent in
November. But the winter sea-
son, which begins on Dec. 21,
does not typically come with this
much drought.

Only 2012, 2021 and 2022 were
more unusually dry this late in
the year, putting 2024 in fourth
place for countrywide dryness
since such records began in
2000. Moderate drought is still
happening in all but one state,
Alaska, making up 27 percent of
the land area in the country.

With its dryness, the United

States continues to be a global
outlier.

Last month was the third wet-
test November on record for the
planet, which was associated
with flooding in Greece, Malaysia
and Thailand, and Cuba.

Because the dryness was most
pronounced during the crop har-
vest rather than the growing
period, the effect on crop condi-
tions wasn’t as bad as it could
have been. Corn and soybean
yields reached near-record lev-
els.

The states still dealing
with extreme drought

Parts of 23 states, from Califor-
nia to New Hampshire, are ex-
periencing extreme (level 3 out of
4) or exceptional (level 4 out of 5)
drought.

Precipitation deficits are stark.

Climate data from September

through November confirmed
that more than 30 states had well
below normal rainfall.

However, drought severity is
not just about intensity — it’s also
about duration.

Over the past six months, defi-
cits of six inches or more were
observed in more than two dozen
states.

That could equate to two to
three months’ worth of rain,
depending on the location.

Parts of Ontario, New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia have expe-
rienced similarly stark deficits.

Is there any relief in sight?

Most regions are forecast to
continue to have below-normal
rainfall in the short term. The
exceptions will be the East Coast,
Deep South and Pacific North-
west.

Much-needed rainfall is fore-

cast in Mississippi, Alabama,
Tennessee, Maryland, Delaware,
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts
and New Hampshire — states
that still have areas of extreme or
exceptional drought.

In an area extending from
Louisiana to Maine, two surges of
soaking precipitation are likely
from Monday through Wednes-
day. For many areas, this will fall
as rain, but for interior New
England, snow is possible.

This should result in a broad
improvement in the drought sta-
tus in these areas.

‘What to know about the type
of drought and the impacts

Meteorological drought, a pro-
longed period of below-normal
precipitation, typically takes at
least a month or two to develop.
But new research is investigating
the emergence of flash droughts,

which come about in only weeks,
typically because of high temper-
atures, high evaporation rates
and low rainfall.

Agricultural drought develops
when low precipitation trans-
lates to low soil moisture and
water stress for plants.

The third category is hydrolog-
ic drought, which occurs when
the above deficits translate to
very low river flows and reservoir
levels and reduced wetlands —
culminating in the potential for
environmental, social and eco-
nomic effects.

The 2024 U.S. drought, which
developed during late summer
and intensified throughout fall,
had cascading effects across all
three drought types.

Persistently below-normal
rainfall contributed to a signifi-
cant reduction in soil moisture
levels and stream flows. Reser-

voir levels in New York City
recently slipped below 60 per-
cent, compared with a normal of
82 percent.

But because these effects were
most pronounced during the
crop harvest rather than the
growing period, barley, corn, oats
and soybeans reported the high-
est proportion of good or excel-
lent conditions in several years,
with record or near-record yield
for corn and soybeans in particu-
lar.

While that’s the good news,
droughts take a long time to
build and a long time to ease,
meaning the effect of this year’s
drought won’t be erased over-
night. And it could easily linger
into 2025.

If that happens, farmers could
be in for challenging times ahead
— and that could have conse-
quences for grocery prices.
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As season of holiday scams arrives, these tips can help you protect yourself

BY SHIRA OVIDE

Fraud experts say that scam-
mers tailor their tricks to the
holidays.

To steal your money, they’ll con
you with bogus pleas for charita-
ble donations or gift cards.
Crooks entice you with holiday
coupon links that hijack your
bank account or let them order
goodies from your online shop-
ping accounts.

“There’s a season for every
scam,” said John Haraburda, a
director of product management
at Transaction Network Services
(TNS), whose technology verifies
that business calls are legitimate.

No one is immune from the
criminal grinches. Scam victims
are just like you and me.

My colleague Michelle Single-
tary wrote a series of articles last
week about a woman who was
cheated out of nearly $600,000 by
a criminal who impersonated an
FBI agent. And Ashkan Soltani, a
technology expert who leads Cali-
fornia’s consumer privacy agency,
was nearly tricked by a scammer
armed with detailed personal in-
formation.

You're not to blame for being
victimized by crime. But you can
build your resilience against
scams by honing these four self-
protection tips.

1. If you’re prompted to click
or call, don’tdo it

It’s easy for criminals to make it
look like an incoming phone call,
email or text message is from your

brother, FedEx or the local police
department.

Be suspicious of every web link
or phone call that you didn’t initi-
ate. Overkill? Maybe. But your
motto should be: Always verify
another way.

If you get a text message claim-
ing FedEx is holding a package,
don’t click a link or call a number
listed there. (Digital security
company Cloudflare said there’s
been an increase in scam at-
tempts posing as package deliv-
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ery notices.)

Find the FedEx website, app or
customer service number on your
own and then type in the tracking
number from the text.

If you get an email that seems
to be from your human resources
department with alink to contrib-
ute to a holiday gift drive, don’t
click the link or reply to the email.
Separately find contact informa-
tion for HR and make sure they
sent it.

Related: Be careful of business

phone numbers you find in
Google or from voice assistants
like Siri. That number might be a
scam.

2. Never pay in a weird way

That rhyme, from my colleague
Heather Kelly, reminds you that
reputable companies and govern-
ment agencies won’t ask you to
make payments by cash, gift
cards, cryptocurrency or personal
payment apps like Zelle, Venmo
or Cash App.

Don’t pay an organization like
a bank or cellphone company
over the phone or in an online
chat, unless you initiated the call
or chat.

If a customer support person
asks you to download software to
your computer or hand over an
account password or confirma-
tion code, that’s probably a scam.

3.It’s ared flag if you feel
scared or pressured to meet a
deadline

Scammers specialize in elicit-
ing fear or the thrill of a great
deal. It’s difficult to fight your
instincts, but it’s a self-preserva-
tion measure to slow down when
you feel emotional.

If a caller claims there’s an
emergency with your bank ac-
count or a fraud attempt on your
Amazon account, and they ask for
money or information like your
password, take a minute and veri-
fy the information, as in tip No. 1.

Doriel Abrahams, principal
technologist with the fraud pre-
vention firm Forter, also said
criminals appear to be using arti-
ficial intelligence to generate
mass messages pretending to of-
fer big discounts.

Stop before you click on what
could be a bogus holiday coupon
that swipes your credit card de-
tails or account information.

Verify the deal another way.
Use the company’s app or website
to see if you can find the discount.
Or search Google or Reddit to see
if people are talking about the
deal.

4. Talk to someone you trust

If you’re asked to hand over
money or give out personal infor-
mation like your children’s names
or bank password, talk to another
human first. You can gut check
the request, plus it buys time for
your instincts to kick in.

“Talking to someone else takes
you out of the loop that the fraud-
ster is trying to keep you in,’
Abrahams said.

Practice white lies if you need
to wriggle out of conversations.
Try, “Someone is at my door. I'll
call you right back.” Or say that
you need to feed your baby or dog.

Here’s some good news

Technology and legal protec-
tions are making life tougher for
scammers.

A technology system known as
STIR/SHAKEN is helping stop
con artists from using numbers
that mimic those of legitimate
businesses. TNS said that’s helped
cut the number of suspected
spam or scam robocalls from
roughly 107 billion in 2019 to
68 billion in the past year. (Yes,
that’s still far too many.)

Soltani, of the California priva-
cy agency, said he’s encouraged by
recent regulatory crackdowns
and laws, including in his state, to
limit companies from harvesting
and selling your data.

The less personal information
that criminals can buy or steal —
including your Social Security
number, address and phone num-
bers — the fewer opportunities
they have to personalize scams.

RICKY CARIOTI/THE WASHINGTON POST

Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts), seen last month, introduced the legislation along with Sen. Eric Schmitt (R-Missouri).

TECH BRIEF

Bill fixes on Big Tech’s hold on deals

BY CRISTIANO LIMA-STRONG,
GERRIT DE VYNCK
AND ANDREA JIMENEZ

An unlikely Senate duo is
pushing to loosen the grip that
tech giants such as Google and
Amazon have over defense con-
tracting in cloud computing and
artificial intelligence.

Sens. Elizabeth Warren (D-
Massachusetts) and Eric Schmitt
(R-Missouri) introduced a bill on
Thursday requiring the Defense
Department to ensure there is a
“competitive award process” —
which they say is currently lack-
ing — when it doles out contracts
for advanced AI models, the
cloud and data infrastructure.

It would also restrict what
data government contractors are
able to get from agencies and
would mandate a report examin-
ing concentration in the AI mar-
ket and identifying potential
“barriers to entry” for smaller
companies. (Amazon founder
Jeff Bezos owns The Washington
Post.)

The Protecting AI and Cloud
Competition in Defense Act,
which was exclusively previewed
by the Tech Brief, would bring
fresh bipartisan scrutiny to the
billions the federal government
regularly awards to some of Sili-
con Valley’s biggest players.

Warren, an outspoken critic of

the tech giants who has called for
them to be broken up, said in an
interview that lucrative defense
contracts can play a huge role in
entrenching the power of major
corporations and give an “unfair
advantage to a few big players.”

“Few players call the shots on
social media, sucking up Ameri-
cans’ personal data and selling it
for profit and skirting any mean-
ingful regulation,” she said.

“Now those same companies
are getting ready to run the same
playbook in the artificial intelli-
gence and cloud computing mar-
ket.”

Schmitt, who sits with Warren
on the Senate Armed Services
Committee, has previously
talked about the importance of
fostering the defense technology
industry in places outside of
Silicon Valley, including in his
home state of Missouri.

Warren said the limits the bill
would impose on sharing gov-
ernment data are particularly
crucial to ensuring a level play-
ing field in the rapidly changing
Al sector.

“The way that the big get
bigger in AI is by sucking up
everyone else’s data and using it
to train and expand their own
systems,” she said.

“That means that a new com-
petitor can’t get a foot in the door
because they don’t have that

same reach.”

The bill comes as tech compa-
nies prepare to jockey for major
federal contracts under the in-
coming Trump administration,
and some are hoping for a busi-
ness boom.

In 2018, Google opted not to
renew a contract with the Penta-
gon to provide image-recogni-
tion technology after some of its
workers objected to working on
military projects. But since then,
Silicon Valley companies have
become more comfortable sell-
ing to the Defense Department.

Cloud giants such as Google,
Microsoft and Amazon jostle for
contracts to provide file storage
and productivity software to the
sprawling bureaucracies that
make up the armed forces. And a
wave of new start-ups is trying to
sell military hardware like
drones and radar-jammers to the
Pentagon as it seeks to find more
affordable ways to engage en-
emies among a proliferation of
cheap drones on Dbattlefields
around the world.

While the bill has bipartisan
support, it could face resistance
from Republicans who have
called for cutting down on red
tape in government to unleash
more innovation in Al.

Warren offered a preemptive
rebuttal to those arguments.

“This is not a red-tape issue.

It’s a smart contracting issue,”
she said. “I don’t know anyone,
Republican or Democrat, who
says they want the United States
government to give away value
for free and promote giants at
the expense of smaller competi-
tors.”

Schmitt made the case that
expanding competition among
defense contractors is important
toward keeping up with China’s
military.

“At a time when we are facing
a growing threat from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the De-
partment of Defense is in desper-
ate need of procurement reform
that induces more competition,”
he said in a statement.

It’s the first time the two
senators have teamed up on
legislation, forging an alliance of
Big Tech critics on both sides of
the aisle.

Warren campaigned for the
White House in 2020 in part by
calling for the breakup of the
tech giants, while Schmitt sued
the federal government over its
contacts with social media com-
panies when he served as Mis-
souri’s attorney general.

Warren said she and Schmitt
will try to tuck the proposal into
the upcoming defense spending
package, which lawmakers often
use as a vehicle for year-end
priorities.

HELP DESK

How to switch to encrypted
messaging after FBI warning

BY HEATHER KELLY

If you don’t use secure messag-
ing apps, now is a good time to
start.

U.S. officials say a massive
Chinese hacking campaign,
dubbed Salt Typhoon, has com-
promised the communications of
an unknown number of Ameri-
cans. The FBI and Cybersecurity
and Infrastructure Security
Agency (CISA) have recommend-
ed that people switch to encrypt-
ed messaging and phone call
options.

Most people don’t think too
much about what apps they use to
make calls or send texts. They
assume some amount of security
and privacy is built into their
devices or provided by their
phone carriers.

With no timeline on when the
networks will be safe, and no
guarantee it can’t happen again,
it may be time to switch your
chats to something safer. We’ll
get you started.

‘What’s end-to-end
encryption?

When you’re researching apps,
what you're looking for is some-
thing called end-to-end encryp-
tion, which is the standard for
secure communications. That
means that you can see a message
on your phone, and the recipient
can see it on theirs, but other
parties along the way — the cell
company, the company that
makes your phone and any other
middlemen — cannot see what it
says.

Not all encryption is the same,
and there are loopholes to look
out for. For example, if you have a
cloud backup option turned on,
the company storing it might be
able to access those files. Or if
your app only encrypts in certain
situations but not others, such as
across different operating sys-
tems or in a group text, your
messages aren’t always safe. En-
cryption might also mean that
some information — say, the con-
tent of a call — is secure but
metadata such as the date, time
and number are not.

‘Who actually has to worry
about this?

If you’re in a sensitive job, are
an activist, journalist or dissi-
dent, or are traveling someplace
where you’re worried about being
targeted for something like being
gay, increase your defenses.

Hackers aren’t the only risk
you should consider. Private con-
versations can be subpoenaed by
law enforcement or shared with-
out consent by other people.

‘What encrypted apps are
best?

If you are low risk and just
getting started, the best app de-
pends on where you’re most likely
to find your friends and family.

Many third-party options, includ-
ing Signal and WhatsApp, offer
end-to-end encrypted messaging
and phone calls.

“Signal is the easiest and works
out of the box by default for
everyone. WhatsApp is fine but
collects more metadata,” accord-
ing to Thorin KlosowskKi, a secu-
rity and privacy activist at the
Electronic Frontier Foundation.

Signal is an open-source free
tool made by a nonprofit that can
be installed on a computer, iOS or
Android device and works across
platforms. WhatsApp, owned by
Meta, is also considered a safe
option. Make sure you have
WhatsApp message backups
turned off for extra safety.

If you are on Apple devices and
exclusively talk to other people
on Apple devices, then you can
use Messages and WiFi calling
through FaceTime. However, any
communications with people
outside the Apple ecosystem
won’t be encrypted. For extra
safety, turn off iCloud backups of
your chats.

The same goes for Google’s
default messaging app on An-
droid devices — it’s only encrypt-
ed if you’re speaking to other
people on the same app.

Another option for one-to-one
conversations is Facebook’s Mes-
senger app, which made end-to-
end encryption the default last
year.

‘What are other best
practices?

Loopholes and hacks are a real
risk, but the weakest link is often
human beings. If the person on
the other end of a conversation
decides to copy, screenshot or
photograph it to share with peo-
ple outside the chat, encryption
won’t stop them.

Avoid saying things in text
messages that you don’t want to
get out. Always protect your phys-
ical devices like phones, tablets
and laptops with a passcode or
biometric security. Turn on multi-
factor authentication for any sen-
sitive accounts instead of just
using a password to log in.

Stick to reputable apps, and
avoid tools where there’s any
doubt. For example, don’t use
direct messaging options on apps
such as TikTok or X, and definite-
ly don’t say sassy or fireable
things on work chat apps such as
Slack or Teams, or devices owned
by your employer. They can in-
stall software that tracks your
communications.

Some apps, including Signal,
have an option for disappearing
messages. On Apple devices, you
can set all messages to only be
saved for a set amount of time,
such as 30 days. Whatever you do,
skip email.

“Email is almost never a good
idea,” Klosowski says. Encrypted
email options do exist, but they
are difficult to get right, he said.
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F LIFE is full of surprises, life in the Middle
East is full of shocks. Even by that standard,
the fall of Damascus is a stunner. Until two
weeks ago, nothing in the region seemed more
permanent than Syrian President Bashir al-As-
sad’s hated regime. And yet, on Sunday, anti-gov-
ernment militia forces culminated a lightning
offensive across the country, seiz-
EDITORIAL ing Syria’s capital as Mr. Assad’s
army melted away. Mr. Assad has
fled the country, thus ending his family’s brutal
half-century dynasty.

To Mr. Assad we say: Good riddance. The speed
of his downfall is testament to the illegitimacy of
his awful rule, marked by mass executions, torture
and support for terrorism. During the past 13-plus
years of civil war, the regime depended on Russia,
which carried out devastating airstrikes, Iran and
its Lebanese proxy group, Hezbollah. But Russia
had withdrawn troops for its war with Ukraine,
Hezbollah has been decimated by its war with
Israel, and Iran, also weakened by clashes with
Israel, wrote off Mr. Assad.

For Syrians, the nightmare of Mr. Assad’s
misrule is finally over. But euphoria over his
ouster must be tempered by questions over what
comes next.

The Washington Post

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

The road from Damascus

Europe — and the United States — must handle the new Syria with care.

It might be tempting to assume that anything is
better than Mr. Assad. That would be a mistake.
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, or HTS, the main rebel
group behind the current offensive, is an al-Qaeda
offshoot that once had links to the Islamic State.
Deemed a terrorist organization by the United
States, HTS is led by Ahmed al-Sharaa, also known
as Abu Mohammed al-Jolani, who fought U.S.
troops in Iraq. Mr. Jolani has lately been trying to
project a more moderate image and convince
Syrians that all ethnic groups would be welcome in
the post-Assad Syria. In the Idlib region of
northwestern Syria, which it controls, HTS has
provided protections for women and religious
minorities but has also been accused of human
rights abuses and authoritarian rule.

How Mr. Jolani handles the immediate transi-
tion after Mr. Assad’s ouster will give clues as to
which face of HTS to believe. Mr. Jolani needs to
publicly commit to upholding Security Council
resolution 2254, adopted in 2015, which calls for a
ceasefire, a transitional authority involving all
Syrian warring factions except terrorist groups,
and U.N.-supervised elections after 18 months.
Syria’s economy is a wreck, and it needs interna-
tional assistance to rebuild. That help should be
made contingent on Mr. Jolani’s commitment to

an inclusive, pluralistic Syria.

There should also be no wholesale retribution
against old regime officials or the military. If Mr.
Assad and his most-complicit aides are ever again
in the country, the new government would be
perfectly reasonable to hold them accountable for
the crimes of his 24-year rule. But his soldiers were
mostly conscripts. And some civil servants from
the old regime will be needed to help necessary
state institutions continue to function. Mr. Assad’s
erstwhile prime minister has already offered an
olive branch, saying, “We are ready to cooperate
with any leadership the people choose.” Mr. Jolani
and the HTS should take up the offer.

Syria might seem far removed from U.S.
interests. Before Mr. Assad’s fall, President-elect
Donald Trump posted; “DO NOT GET IN-
VOLVED!” But America is involved. Some 900 U.S.
troops and an undisclosed number of military
contractors are operating in northeastern Syria
near Iraq, battling the Islamic State and backing
Kurdish forces fighting the Assad regime. Iranian-
backed militants using rockets, missiles and
drones have attacked U.S. troops 125 times since
October 2023.

Mr. Assad possessed prohibited chemical weap-
ons, which he used against both rebels and —

mostly — civilians. Securing that stockpile and
keeping it out of the wrong hands is a paramount
U.S. concern.

Syrian unrest has created the world’s largest
refugee crisis, with nearly 6 million displaced
Syrians living in neighboring countries and Eu-
rope. The European Union hosts more than 1
million Syrian refugees, mostly in Germany, and a
backlash against migration has helped fuel the
rise of far right parties, one of which is a contender
for power in German elections planned for
February. France is in the throes of a political crisis
with a national assembly paralyzed by the far right
National Rally party. Even before Mr. Assad’s
ouster, some European politicians were angling —
prematurely — to declare the Syrian conflict over
so they could force the refugees home. They must
not act too quickly now until Syria’s situation
clarifies.

The Middle East badly needs a success story: a
pluralistic, democratic Arab country committed to
upholding human rights. For more than 50 years,
Syria under the Assad family regime epitomized so
much that is wrong about the region. With
engaged diplomacy, the United States can help
write a brighter next chapter for this strategically
located, and long-suffering, country.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

These ‘do-nothing” agencies
would like a word

Regarding Ronald Kessler’s Dec. 3 Tuesday Opinion
essay, “To cut government, start with this do-nothing
agency”:

Mr. Kessler’s recommendation to abolish the Office
of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) betrays
aprofound ignorance of how the intelligence
community is structured and functions, and of the
important role played by the director of national
intelligence.

Before the ODNI, there was no formal process to set
priorities, determine budget requirements and allocate
money to the 17 different intelligence agencies. The
ODNI established a rational process to assess needs,
analyze trade-offs and review results.

Before the ODNI, agencies’ teamwork was voluntary.
That includes collaboration on the toughest and most
important intelligence challenges, such as
understanding the capabilities and intentions of the
closed dictatorships hostile to the United States. The
results of those team efforts varied widely. With the
ODNT’s mission managers, there is a means to assign
resources and track progress. There is also a formal
mechanism for agencies to make requests of other
agencies and appeal to the ODNI if they get denied.

Before the ODNI, very few intelligence officers knew
how the other agencies functioned. Fewer still had
worked outside their home agencies. This led to poor
coordination and missed opportunities. The ODNI
established cross-training programs for officers
ascending the ranks.

Mr. Kessler repeated the complaints of nameless FBI
and CIA officers that the ODNI is slowing them down.
In fact, the ODNI has no operational responsibility for
thelaw enforcement operations of the FBI or the covert
actions of the CIA. Actually, it would be better if the
ODNI did. There have been too many operational
mistakes made by both FBI agents and CIA officers that
could have been prevented by knowledgeable and
responsible higher-level supervision.

Mr. Kessler also complained about the number of
employees. In fact, the staffing is appropriate for its
assigned responsibilities. The ODNI is in charge of
integrating the entire intelligence community — a huge
feat. The National Counterterrorism Center, one of
many offices within the organization, is the largest and
accounts for about one-third of the total ODNI staff.

The ODNI can certainly be improved. However,
abolishing it, as Mr. Kessler recommends, would make
the United States less secure.

Dennis Blair, Durham, North Carolina
The writer was the director
of national intelligence from 2009 to 2010.

Tagree with Ronald Kessler that the incoming
administration should cut the ODNL. It’s a bureaucratic
agency that should have never been established and
should be abolished for all the reasons he articulated:
bloat, mission drift, ineffectiveness and inessential
operations.

That said, those reasons are exactly why President-
elect Donald Trump will not cut the ODNI. It’s a place
where he can put his cronies — sinecures on the
government payroll. No one will ever know about
them, who they are or what they do.

Mr. Kessler pulled no punches when he wrote that
the agency’s budget is classified and taxpayers know
nothing about how their money is wasted on “this
boondoggle.” And half of America’s voters know Mr.
Trump loves aboondoggle.

Laura Conrad, Angola, New York

Ronald Kessler recommends that President-elect
Donald Trump take a hard look at the value proposition
of the Office of the Director of National Intelligence.
Indeed, Mr. Trump should examine the origins of all
federal agencies and determine whether their
continued existence is justified, even the Coast Guard.

By statute, this jack-of-all-trades branch of the
military has more non-homeland security functions
than homeland security functions. Its marine safety
function, which regulates America’s marine
transportation system, belongs in the Transportation
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Department, which regulates all transportation
systems — air, road, rail, public transit and automobile
— except the nation’s maritime system. Folding this
function into the Transportation Department’s
Maritime Administration would reduce cost and
increase efficiency.

Without having to meet the officer requirements for
marine safety, the Coast Guard could also eliminate its
academy, with its exorbitant four-year officer program.
Instead, the Coast Guard should rely entirely upon its
much thriftier — butjust as good — 12-week officer
candidate school and its even cheaper direct
commission officer program for all its officer
requirements, which is a far better bargain for
American taxpayers.

Bruce Stubbs, Alexandria
The writeris a retired Coast Guard captain.

Among his other destructive “concepts,”’ the
incoming climate change-denying commander in chief
might follow Project 2025’s plan to privatize the
National Weather Service’s forecasting.

Besides letting us know if we should carry an
umbrella the next day, this long-respected federal
agency routinely warns us when inclement weather
threatens our lives and property. This is what
government is for: providing a public service.

President-elect Donald Trump appears content
trying to deflect Mother Nature’s wrath with a Sharpie,
the way he tried faking the course of a hurricane during
his first term. Maybe he can blast the storm away with a

few nuclear warheads — reportedly another one of his
real-life, harebrained suggestions.

The National Weather Service needs to stay as it is.
It’s the least we can ask in the face of the next four
catastrophically stormy years.

Vin Morabito, Scranton, Pennsylvania

Regarding The Post’s Nov. 28 article “Elon Musk
wants to ‘delete’ federal financial watchdog™:

This report about the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau should strike fear in the heart of
anyone who thinks the federal government should
work for the good of the people.

The Post wrote, “Since its founding, the CFPB has
secured more than $19 billion in consumer relief, while
penalizing large financial institutions.” Both Elon Musk
and Project 2025 call for abolishing the agency. I can
think of no clearer indicator that the incoming
administration will favor the wealthy and big
businesses over ordinary workers, consumers and
taxpayers.

Add to that the soaring food prices that Americans
will probably shoulder if the Trump administration
deports agricultural and meatpacking industry
workers while imposing needless tariffs, and I fear that
those who voted for President-elect Donald Trump to
protect their own standard of living are in for bitter
disappointment.

Kathryn Hope, Silver Spring

With the discussion of the effort to eliminate waste

in the federal government, the first place to look is the
appropriations process in Congress.

In 1974, the Congressional Budget and
Impoundment Control Act established “the timetable
with respect to the congressional budget process for
any fiscal year” The last congressional action is to occur
on Sept. 25. Yet it should come as no surprise that
Congress — regardless of the majority — has often
failed to follow its own timetable. In the almost half-
century since, it succeeded only four times (1977, 1989,
1995 and 1997).

When I worked with the Energy Department’s
budget, we often spent the end of the fiscal year
analyzing how we would function under a continuing
resolution while Congress sorted things out. I cannot
estimate how many work hours were wasted on such
efforts that would have been better used if the budget
had passed on time.

Michael Mescher, Burke

Regarding the Nov. 26 letters, “The DOGE can
protect us by butting out”:

Rantch Isquith’s letter suggesting restructuring the
Treasury Department based on private-sector
incentives requires a response. By definition, the
private sector and public sector have different
purposes, accountabilities and metrics. Direct
comparison of the two leads to faulty conclusions.

The purpose of the public sector is to provide:
services, policies and regulations that facilitate
commerce, trade and competitiveness; protection of
people and property; a stable and acceptable currency;
banking and financial oversight; transportation
infrastructure; communications networks; fair and
promptlegal and regulatory systems; and the right to
form businesses, among other things. This allows the
private sector to carry out its purpose to: provide goods
and services; compete and carry out cost-cutting
innovations; expand trade and grow market share; and
earn returns on research and development. Using a
sports analogy, the private sector is a participant-player
in the economy, while the public sector is the regulator-
referee.

Typical metrics of larger private-sector firms include
profits, earnings, cost per unit and other quarterly
factors. Public-sector metrics include good-faith
compliance with and enforcement of laws and
regulations in fair and transparent ways;
implementation of federal programs, providing
services and policies in a competent, timely and
responsive manner; and ensuring value from the
money provided by taxpayers.

As for public-sector incentives, assuming someone’s
work is satisfactory, a stable salary often offsets
generally lower pay. The motivation for advancement
in the public sector is often greater responsibilities and
influence rather than money.

If public-sector employees were obsessed with “huge
financial increases,” they would turn to the private
sector. Rather, my former colleagues took satisfaction
in faithfully and lawfully doing their duties according
to the oath of office, promoting the general welfare and,
yes, a hard-to-define desire for and sense of civic duty in
service of their fellow Americans.

Lastly, besides meeting unexpected urgent
deadlines, mid-level and higher public-sector
colleagues also work long hours and extra days under
constant pressure, just like in the private sector.

Philip Steffen, Arlington
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HASAN BELAL/EPA-EFE/SHUTTERSTOCK

People celebrate in Damascus on Sunday after rebels captured the city and overthrew Bashar al-Assad.

MAX BOOT

The 10 days that rocked the Middle last

he historian’s occupational hazard is giving

the impression that what happened must

have happened, that the march of events

was inevitably leading to a single destina-
tion. Recent events in Syria — and I do mean recent
— show how unpredictable history actually is when
seen in real-time rather than in retrospect.

Just two weeks ago, the Syrian civil war, which
began in 2011, was widely seen as a frozen conflict,
and Syrian president Bashar al-Assad was seen as
firmly entrenched in power. Then, on Nov. 27, an
Islamist group called Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)
launched an unexpected offensive to take Aleppo,
the country’s most-populous city, which had been
under regime control since 2016. Aleppo fell within
days — and then just a few days later the rebels
marched into Hama and Homs, two other major
cities. By Saturday, they were in Damascus, and
Assad — after a quarter-century of ruthless rule —
had fled the country. Syria was free at last.

The lightning speed of Assad’s downfall recalls
the adage — often wrongly attributed to Lenin —
that “there are decades when nothing happens and
there are weeks when decades happen.” It was as
though some cosmic hand had pushed “fast for-
ward” on the narrative of our times, changing
history in the blink of an eye. The only comparable
event in recent years was the downfall of the Afghan
government, but that was a positively glacial
process by comparison: The Taliban launched their
final offensive in May 2021 and did not reach Kabul
until mid-August. The Syrian rebels’ triumph — the
10 days that shook the Middle East — now appears
inevitable. But even two weeks ago, it was still
highly improbable.

How could Assad fall so quickly after so many
years in power? Recent history shows that home-
grown dictatorships (e.g., Cuba, North Korea, Ven-
ezuela, Iran) have considerable resiliency and
staying power. They can survive any number of
shocks, from massive street demonstrations to the
loss of external assistance. By contrast, despotic
regimes imposed by foreign forces are usually
brittle. When Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev
made clear that he was not going to use force to keep
in power the Soviet client regimes of Eastern
Europe, they quickly collapsed in 1989.

The Assad regime in Syria was initially home-
grown. It could be traced back to the takeover by the
Baathist Party in 1963 — a branch of the same
organization that also took over Iraq. Hafez al-Assad
was an air force officer who became defense

minister in 1966 and president in 1971. When the
Muslim Brotherhood rose up to challenge his rule in
1982, Hafez al-Assad crushed the uprising, centered
in Hama, killing 20,000 people.

Upon his death in 2000, his son Bashar, a
Western-educated ophthalmologist, took over. The
authoritarian regime proceeded as before, until the
outbreak of the Arab Spring in 2011. Assad was soon
on the verge of losing power, and likely would have,
were it not for the intervention of two critical allies:
first Iran and then, in 2015, Russia. Iran provided
Assad’s ground forces, many of them coming from
Hezbollah in Lebanon, while Russia provided air
power. Assad and his backers perpetrated terrible
war crimes, including the use of chemical weapons
and the dropping of “barrel bombs” on civilians, to
suppress the rebellion. The Obama administration,
by contrast, did not provide much support to the
rebel groups, and the regime was able to prevail. Or
so it seemed.

not use the breathing space provided by the

Russian and Iranian interventions to extend
his base of power, to buttress his legitimacy, or to
reach out to the rebels. He continued to rule
through terror, either killing or imprisoning anyone
suspected of disloyalty. His secret police operated a
vast network of prisons where suspects were subject
to gruesome torture. The base of the regime never
extended much beyond the Alawite minority, a
Muslim sect whose members included Assad and
many of his closest cronies. The Sunni majority was
left to seethe in discontent.

Meanwhile, Abu Mohammed al-Jolani, the leader
of HTS, was busy transforming his group from an
al-Qaeda affiliate into a broader Islamist organiza-
tion capable of winning the support of more
moderate Syrians. He broke with al-Qaeda and
sought to reassure Christians, Kurds, Shiites and
other minorities that HTS rule would be no threat to
them. “From the March 2020 ceasefire in Syria to
last month, [Jolani] made concerted efforts to build
more resilient institutions locally and reform Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham’s governance and military appara-
tuses,” Aaron Zelin of the Washington Institute for
Near East Policy recently wrote for War on the
Rocks.

Guerrilla wars are ultimately decided not on the
battlefield but in the hearts and minds of the
population. Assad did nothing to win popular
support, while Jolani, considering his radical Islam-

! ssad’s ultimate downfall came because he did

ist roots, had surprising success in this regard. By
the time the HTS offensive started, the Assad regime
was an empty husk ready to collapse in a stiff wind.

There was almost no fighting in the past 10 days,
because, as it turned out, almost no one was willing
to fight for Assad. Charles Lister of the Middle East
Institute wrote on Bluesky that the HTS triumph
was primarily diplomatic, not military. The organi-
zation “negotiated intensively with Ismaili nota-
bles, with Assad regime military commanders &
with Sunni tribes — most resulting in peaceful
takeovers, safe exits & some [publicly unacknowl-
edged] regime defections.”

Assad was no doubt counting on Iran, Russia and
Hezbollah to save him from his own people once
again, but that was no longer possible. The fall of
Assad’s government can be seen as one of the
unforeseen ripple effects of Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022 and Hamas’s assault last
year on Israel — and the people of Syria can thank
Israelis and Ukrainians for indirectly helping rid
them of their bloody tyrant. Russia suffered such
heavy losses fighting Ukraine — and Hezbollah
fighting Israel — that they had no military power to
spare in Syria. Absent foreign help, Assad was a
goner. Russia and Iran, after having bolstered their
aura of power by keeping Assad in his palace, have
now suffered massive blows to their credibility and
their ability to project power in the region. Imperial
overstretch isn’t just an American problem.

the Syrian people after 13 hellish years of civil

war. But they will have to struggle to avoid
the dangers of a new conflict among the rebel
factions. That, after all, is what happened after two
other Russian-allied despots fell — Mohammed
Najibullah in Afghanistan in 1992 and Moammar
Gaddafi in Libya in 2011. Jolani’s political skills will
be severely tested in trying to put together a
government of national unity, and trying to avoid
clashes with Kurdish groups that will not be eager
to submit to the authority of another Arab-run
regime in Damascus.

It is impossible to predict what will happen next
in Syria. The situation could look very different two
weeks from now, just as it looked very different two
weeks ago. All we can do is marvel at the unpredict-
able path of history and extend our best wishes to
the Syrian people as they emerge from the dark days
of the Assad regime. Let us hope they do not trade
one dictator for another.

T his is a wonderful moment of liberation for

JOSH ROGIN

Syria is free al last. Just ask its Christians.

amascus woke to a new dawn Sunday, a

city no longer under the grip of Bashar

al-Assad’s dictatorship. As the streets filled

with jubilant crowds, the world witnessed
an event that seemed unthinkable just weeks ago:
the capital of Syria, liberated by a rebel coalition
that rose from years of oppression and despair. The
man who once vowed to crush any opposition fled
into the shadows, leaving behind the remnants of
his once-iron regime.

For many, the swift and stunning rebel offensive
has upended years of assumptions about Syria’s
fate. In Washington, it should prompt reflection
and some embarrassment: Only days ago, the Biden
administration was quietly pursuing a deal with
Assad, one in which the dictator would promise to
pivot away from Iran and toward more moderate
Gulf states such as the United Arab Emirates for
support. The logic behind that approach now lies in
ruins, as does the regime it sought to court.

This moment is even more extraordinary when
viewed against the backdrop of Assad’s atrocities,
which defined his 14-year campaign to cling to
power. More than 500,000 Syrians have died during
the conflict, many Kkilled by indiscriminate bomb-
ings, chemical weapons or starvation sieges orches-
trated by the regime.

The events of the past week also expose the
hollowness of the propaganda that has long
surrounded the Syrian conflict. For years, Assad’s
apologists — backed by Russian disinformation —
insisted the Syrian revolution was nothing more
than a U.S.-led regime change war. But this
offensive had nothing to do with the United States.

This was not a Western intervention. Instead,

Syrians led the revolt, rallying behind Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham (HTS), a group designated by the U.S. gov-
ernment as a terrorist organization but that
became the face of resistance. Though legitimate
concerns about HTS’s past persist — the group
descended from the al-Nusra Front and has been
accused of wartime abuses — this was not an
Islamist coup but a popular uprising. The rebels are
an amalgamation of ordinary Syrians who followed
the only group willing and able to fight a tyrant
who held their country hostage for more than a
decade.

The collapse of Bashar al-Assad’s
regime should be a cause for global
celebration, not hesitation.

Some conservatives in Washington, including
Vice President-elect JD Vance, are warning that
Assad’s downfall will result in the mass persecution
of Syrian Christians by the new leadership. But the
evidence on the ground so far and the testimony of
top Syrian Christian leaders should temper such
concerns. Syria’s Christians, who Assad had long
claimed were reliant on his protection, remain safe,
the top Catholic in Syria, Bishop of Aleppo Hassan
Jallouf, told me in a telephone interview. He said
the world should give Syrians space to chart their
own pluralistic future and judge the new leaders by
their actions. “Syria is a mosaic of amazing cultures

and religions and people and young men and
women, including those that liberated the country,”
he said. “Syria definitely is on a path toward
democracy.”

The collapse of Assad’s regime is not just a
victory for Syrians — it’s also a strategic win for the
United States. Russia, Iran and Hezbollah have
suffered a devastating blow. Assad’s fall deprives
each of a critical foothold in the Middle East,
weakening their regional influence. For Iran, it’s a
particularly colossal loss. Its efforts to maintain a
corridor of power from Tehran to the Mediterra-
nean are a shambles. Millions of Syrian refugees,
whose plight has destabilized neighboring coun-
tries and reshaped European politics, now have a
chance to return home. And for those in Washing-
ton who have long wanted to withdraw U.S. troops
from Syria, this might offer a path forward.

Many questions remain. How will HTS evolve as
it becomes one part of a transitional government?
How will Assad and his accomplices be held
accountable for their crimes? How will Turkey
approach the question of the Kurdish forces in
Syria that Ankara has long sought to vanquish? The
road ahead is rocky and unpaved.

But the collapse of Assad’s regime should be a
cause for global celebration, not hesitation. Dicta-
torships offer the illusion of stability, but as Syria
has shown, they are brittle structures, propped up
by fear and violence. And this triumph should give
those who doubt that Ukraine can repel Russia or
that Taiwan can withstand Beijing’s aggression
some reason for second-guessing. Dictatorships
might endure for a time, but they cannot silence the
human spirit forever.

DAVID IGNATIUS

Assad has fallen.

What will
emerge?

ith the sudden collapse of the regime of
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, Iran’s
proxy empire in the Middle East has
been devastated — in Gaza, Lebanon
and now Syria. But filling the resulting power
vacuum across the Middle East with stable govern-
ance will be an urgent and complex challenge.

The worm turns: Just 14 months ago, Israel was
terrorized and reeling after Hamas fighters surged
across the Gaza fence. Now, Israel’s enemies across
the region are dead or in flight. It has been a
convulsive process, rich with promise but perhaps
carrying a toxin of regional instability and
turmoil.

Assad fled Damascus for Moscow on Sunday,
leaving his capital to the control of a Turkish-
backed jihadist insurgency called Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham, or HTS. Arab sources told me Sunday
that HTS was securing Syria’s intelligence head-
quarters in Damascus and trying to contain
violence in the capital. But with thousands of
Syrians suddenly freed from years in Assad’s
torture prisons, there will be a yearning for
revenge.

Arab regional powers are attempting to steady
the transition. Led by the United Arab Emirates,
they had been trying to persuade Assad for months
to break from Iran and rejoin the Arab fold. Assad
hesitated too long and was ultimately abandoned
by his erstwhile allies. “In the end, the Syrian
military didn’t fight, and Iran and Russia didn’t
show up,” noted a former CIA officer with
extensive experience in the region.

“At long last, the Assad regime has fallen,”
President Joe Biden said Sunday. For the United
States, the ouster of a despot backed by Moscow
and Tehran is “a huge strategic move of the needle
in the right direction,” as one administration
official put it. The United States has been seeking
Assad’s replacement, through overt and covert
means, since 2011. Still, as Biden rightly cautioned,
it brings “a moment of risk and uncertainty” for
the region.

The chaos in Damascus on Sunday was eased by
HTS’s decision to allow the current Syrian prime
minister to operate an interim government, with
HTS protection, a senior Biden administration
official told me. The group has said it intends to
maintain current government administrative in-
stitutions, including the army. That would certain-
ly ease the transition.

Qatar, which has long been a covert backer of
HTS, appeared to be leading the Arab effort to
create a transitional government under United
Nations sponsorship. A Qatari statement Sunday
underscored “the necessity of preserving national
institutions and the unity of the state to prevent it
from descending into chaos.”

The Qataris urged implementation of years-old
U.N. Security Council resolutions calling for a new
Syrian government that would include members
of the regime and the opposition. But for the
moment, Syria is a violent mosaic, with Turkish-
backed groups controlling western Syria all the
way to Damascus, a U.S.-backed Kurdish militia
controlling the northeast and Jordanian-support-
ed militias dominant in the south.

The United States and Russia will doubtless play
a diplomatic role in shaping a future Syria, but it’s
the regional players that will be decisive. “There
was a time when great powers would sort out what
happens next. No more. For better or worse, this is
now up to Israel, Turkey, the Saudis, the UAE and
Jordan,” noted the former CIA official.

President-elect Donald Trump underlined his
lack of interest in an American role in Syria in a
social media post Saturday, which stressed: “THIS
ISNOT OUR FIGHT. ... DO NOT GET INVOLVED!”
In a post Sunday, Trump suggested that after
abandoning Assad, Russian President Vladimir
Putin should negotiate an end to the carnage in
Ukraine. Trump wrote: “I know Vladimir well.
This is his time to act. China can help. The World is
waiting!”

The 10-day transformation in Syria has echoes
of three other events, each carrying its own lesson.
First, the speed of Assad’s demise recalls the
collapse of the U.S.-backed government in Afghan-
istan. The fall of Kabul happened just nine days
after the loss of the first provincial capital to the
Taliban. When an army feels abandoned and
demoralized — by the United States in Afghani-
stan and Russia and Iran in Syria — it slides into a
free fall.

A second analogy is to Hamas’s rapid thrust
across the Gaza fence and its success storming
nearby Israeli kibbutzim and military bases on
Oct. 7, 2023. Like Hamas, HTS was well-trained
and well-equipped, with rapid-assault capabilities
that defenders never imagined. Turkey obviously
played a big role in Syria, as did Qatar with its
long-standing ties to HTS leadership.

A third parallel is Iraq, which shows the chaos
that can follow regime change. When the United
States toppled Saddam Hussein in Baghdad in
2003, it set off rumbles of ethnic and regional
conflict that continue to this day. Similarly, Israel
has crushed the military power of Hamas in Gaza.
But that enclave is now a lawless region of bandits
and gangs, without a hint of stable governance.

One ominous fact is that since the Syrian
uprising began in 2011, jihadist groups have been
the strongest military faction. I learned their
power in the opposition firsthand in October 2012,
when I smuggled myself into Syria to report on the
early days of the uprising that finally triumphed
Sunday.

A nominally pro-Western opposition militia was
battling Assad’s army the day I reached Aleppo.
With shells raining down a few hundreds yards
away, I asked one of the secular leaders whether
the potent al-Qaeda offshoot known as the
al-Nusra Front was fighting alongside his forces.
Of course, he said, pointing to their headquarters a
block away. “They’re the best fighters.”

HTS, leading the battle that just toppled Assad,
is a descendant of the group I glimpsed 12 years
ago. As a senior administration official told me
Sunday, along with the White House’s exhilaration
over Assad’s demise, there’s a recognition that “we
have a counterterrorism problem.”

In the Middle East, there is no silver lining that
does not have a cloud.
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Up on the houselop, as sure-fooled as Santa Claus

MATT MCCLAIN/THE WASHINGTON POST

Paul Dyck and his 12-year-old daughter, Claudia Dyck, hang lights Sunday at their home in Alexandria’s Del Ray neighborhood while their
dog, Norman, watches. While Christmas decorations are going up around the region, there’s little in the way of a winter wonderland arriving
early this week after the recent cold snap. Expect damp conditions and high temperatures in the 50s through Wednesday. Forecast, B6

Youngkin’s telling of incident at base differs from prosecutors’

BY LAURA VOZZELLA
AND SALVADOR Rizzo

RICHMOND — There are two
versions of a May 3 incident at
Marine Corps Base Quantico in
Virginia involving two Jordanian
men, both undocumented immi-
grants, who pulled up to the
entrance in a box truck.

There’s the mundane account
given by federal prosecutors
about some confusion over where
to check in during an Amazon
delivery stop. And there’s the one
that Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) has
been telling for the past six
months that makes it sound as if
two foreigners stormed the gates
at the fortified military installa-
tion.

“We have folks that have
crashed the — illegal immigrants
— that have crashed the front
gate at Quantico in a box truck,

trying to gain access to Quantico,’
Youngkin told CNN’s Jake Tapper
on Oct. 14 in one of multiple
national television appearances
— plus speeches at the National
Republican Convention and a ral-
ly in Virginia with then-Republi-
can nominee Donald Trump —
where he has invoked the episode
to criticize the Biden administra-
tion’s border policies.

Federal prosecutors — who ini-
tially charged the pair with mis-
demeanor trespassing but later
dropped those charges — say
that, while the Jordanians were
in the country illegally and are in
the process of being deported,
they did not crash the gate or
intend to do any harm at Quanti-
co.

Mohammad Dabous, working
for an Amazon subcontractor,
was trying to make a delivery to
the post office in the town of

Quantico, which can only be ac-
cessed through the gates of the
military base, Special Assistant
U.S. Attorney Alexander Amico,
who handled the case, said in a
court filing. Hasan Hamdan was
a passenger in the truck.

“Marine Corps ... agents spoke
with Mr. Dabous’s supervisor at
the subcontractor delivery com-
pany, who confirmed Mr.
Dabous’s employment and veri-
fied the scheduled authorized de-
livery to the Northern Virginia
town of Quantico on May 3,
2024.” Amico wrote in a motion
filed Sept. 13 in U.S. District Court
for the Eastern District of Vir-
ginia.

The same filing noted that
neither man had any known ter-
rorist links. “The FBI has not
identified any national security
concerns regarding either defen-
dant,” wrote Amico, who also said

he consulted the Department of
Homeland Security and Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement.
“Neither defendant is on the
watch list.”

At Quantico’s main gate on
Fuller Road, Dabous presented
officials with a delivery manifest
and photo identification, then
drove the vehicle toward a hold-
ing area as directed, according to
Amico’s filing. Things went awry
there, as Dabous continued
toward the entrance of the base
that encompasses the Prince Wil-
liam County town of 582 resi-
dents and failed to stop at the
holding area for an inspection.
Military police deployed “denial
barriers” to prevent the truck
from crossing into the base.

Hamdan’s lawyer said in a
court filing that the men speak
limited English and misunder-
stood the directions about the

holding area. Dabous stopped the
truck before reaching the barrier,
so there was no crashing or ram-
ming of the gate, filings from the
defense and prosecution said. He
then moved the truck back to the
holding area as directed, where
an inspection turned up no weap-
ons or contraband.

Quantico  officials issued
Dabous and Hamdan citations
for trespassing, a petty offense
punishable by a maximum six
months in jail and a $5,000 fine.
They then turned the pair over to
ICE because of their immigration
status. The men were later re-
leased on bond from ICE custody.

The U.S. attorney’s office
dropped the charges Oct. 3, but
the deportation proceedings con-
tinue.

“I am glad that the government
did the right thing by dismissing

SEE QUANTICO ON B3

Backlog
persists
in D.C.
courts

LOCAL JUDGES’
CASELOADS MOUNT

10 nominees awaiting
Senate confirmation

BY ToBI RAJI
AND KEITH L. ALEXANDER

When Senate Democrats re-
turned to Capitol Hill in Novem-
ber after Republicans secured a
ruling trifecta, lawmakers vowed
to act on President Joe Biden’s
judicial nominees before they
lose majority control of the cham-
ber in January.

The Senate has confirmed
more than a dozen nominees to
the federal judiciary since Elec-
tion Day. But with roughly two
weeks remaining before Congress
recesses for the holidays, that
promise has so far not extended to
the 10 people up for judgeships on
the backlogged local D.C. courts,
many of whom have been await-
ing confirmation since July.

Kenechukwu O. Okocha, who
was nominated in June 2023 to
replace retired D.C. Superior
Court judge William W. Nooter,
has been waiting for a confirma-
tion vote — largely seen as a
noncontroversial procedural hur-
dle — since January.

Senate  Majority  Leader
Charles E. Schumer (D-New York)
has not said when he plans on
putting the nominees up for a
floor vote, ignoring written pleas
from the D.C. courts to fix the
judicial vacancy crisis and ease
the mounting caseloads.

In a statement to The Washing-
ton Post, he said, “We’re going to
try to do as much as we can when
it comes to judges and nominees.”

If the Senate cannot confirm
the D.C. picks before it recesses on
Dec. 20, then their nominations
will be returned to the commis-
sion that selected them, thus re-
starting the lengthy, multistep
nominating process as additional
D.C. judges decide whether to
retire in the new year. The situa-
tion has escalated long-simmer-
ing tensions between the Dis-
trict’s courts and Congress, where
D.C. judgeships have for years
been held up by lawmakers who
wield discretion over local mat-
ters in the nation’s capital.

“The clock is ticking,” said Mil-
ton C. Lee, chief judge of the D.C.
Superior Court. “We have never
been this close with this many
candidates. We can’t keep operat-
ing like this.”

Eight nominees are waiting to
be confirmed to a seat on the
Superior Court, which has nine
vacancies. Two more — Carmen G.

SEE COURTS ON B3

Laid to rest with man’s best friend

Beloved animal rescue
pilot is buried with dog
he died trying to save

BY MARISSA J. LANG

The day before he left on the
last rescue mission he would ever
fly, pilot Seuk Kim stood on a
tarmac in Northern Virginia and
watched two puppies nuzzle into
the arms of their new owner.

The dogs, barely 8 weeks old,
were deaf and blind and had been
scheduled to be euthanized.

Kim, who knew the would-be
adopter through his work with
animal rescue nonprofit Pilots N
Paws, had made her a promise: He
would get the dogs to her himself.

As Kim disembarked his plane
and handed over the puppies to
Cathy Gillespie, she beamed.

“You kept your promise,” she
recalled saying to Kim.

Of course he did, she said re-
cently. That was the kind of person
Kim was.

Kim, 49, died the next day, Nov.
24, in a plane crash in the Catskill
Mountains while transporting
three dogs from Virginia to Up-
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Pilot Seuk Kim during a flight to deliver rescued dogs to an animal
shelter on Nov. 11. Kim was Killed in a crash on Nov. 24.

state New York. One of the dogs,
Lisa, a 2-month-old puppy, died in
the crash. The other two dogs,
Whiskey and Pluto, were injured
but survived.

On Thursday, a service and
burial was held for Kim at Fairfax
Memorial Funeral Home and Fair-
fax Memorial Park in Virginia, just
up the hill from his father’s grave.
Morethan 200 mourners filled the

chapel, and an overflow space,
during a funeral where Kim was
remembered for his boundless
compassion and infectious joy.
Photos that Kim took of himselfin
the cockpit flanked by his four-
legged passengers lit up the two
screens on either side of the cas-

ket.
His brother, Sejin Kim, 51, held
SEE PILOT ON B2

Outery after GMU bans
2 activists from campus

BY DAN ROSENZWEIG-ZIFF

A coalition of organizations
representing faculty, staff, stu-
dents and other advocacy groups
at George Mason University and
beyond is alleging that university
police acted inappropriately in
banning two pro-Palestinian stu-
dent activists from campus and
searching their family’s home for
reasons authorities have yet to
describe publicly.

Aletter signed by more than 90
advocacy and faculty organiza-
tions and a Virginia state law-
maker takes aim at criminal tres-
pass orders that bar two sisters —
one the co-president of Students
for Justice in Palestine, the other
a past president — from campus
for four years. It alleges the stu-
dents were apparently targeted
“for their advocacy for Palestin-
ian human rights” and were told
that the search was related to
alleged property damage on cam-
pus. The letter urged administra-
tors to revoke the trespass orders
and investigate the events that
led to its execution.

The trespass orders, issued
Nov. 8 by George Mason’s police

force, effectively bar the students
from attending class, a move
some critics compared to an ex-
pulsion without due process. One
day earlier, university and Fairfax
County police searched the fam-
ily’s Fairfax home — a move the
letter also criticized.

Court documents, which do
not publicly indicate a reason for
the search, allege that authorities
found guns and magazines inside
the home — materials authorities
say belonged to the father and
brother of the George Mason stu-
dents. Police also alleged that
Hamas and Hezbollah flags were
found, according to an emergen-
cy petition filed to temporarily
prohibit the men from possessing
or buying firearms.

Prosecutors later said during a
hearing that authorities found
four weapons unsecured in the
home, along with more than 20
magazines with 30 bullets each,
according to Laura Birnbaum,
spokesperson for the Fairfax
County commonwealth’s attor-
ney. Also found were arm patches
with Arabic text that was translat-
ed in court to read, “Kill them

SEE GMU ON B2
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Pilot killed in crash is buried with dog he tried to save

PILOT FROM B1

up a paper airplane as he looked
out over the gathered crowd.

“My little brother,” he said,
voice cracking. “I didn’t realize
what a hero he was.”

‘Seuk’s army’

Kim began to fly during the
pandemic after spending a life-
time thrill-seeking on the ground,
his brother said. He had a passion
for motorcycles, fast cars and any-
thing that could scratch his itch
for speed. He worked for two dec-
ades in the financial sector, mar-
ried and had three children.

But a few years ago, his brother
said, he quit his desk job and
decided to go in a new direction:
He wanted to fly. Full time.

After Kim got his pilot’s license,
family and friends said, he began
looking for ways to stay airborne
— to log his hours and maintain
his flight skills, but also to use his
ability and private Grumman air-
craft to help others.

Pilots N Paws, a nonprofit that
connects pilots with organiza-
tions seeking to transport animals
out of kill shelters and into no-Kkill
shelters or homes around the
country, spoke to Kim’s love of
animals and desire to fly. Before
long, he was signing up for runs all
over the East Coast, ferrying dogs
and cats from one state to another,
several times a week.

Pilots N Paws has a network of
thousands of volunteer pilots that
spans the United States and trans-
ports about 16,000 animals each
year, according to the nonprofit.
But the logistics of moving ani-
mals across state lines — often
with several stops along the way
and different pilots stepping in to
cover different legs of a trip — can
get complicated.

That’s where Sydney Galley, 60,
comes in.

Galley, whose husband is also a
pilot, helps coordinate logistics
for Pilots N Paws from her home
base in North Carolina and main-
tains her own network of volun-
teer pilots across the Eastern Sea-
board. She calls on them when she
sees rescue groups in need and
coordinates pickups and drop-offs
from states as far away as Florida
and Texas, all the way up to New
England.

She makes sure there are volun-
teers to meet them at airports — to
walk and water the animals, to
make sure theyre safe and
healthy, and to unload and reload
them onto different aircraft — and
coordinates which pilot is flying
and when.

She calls them her “army” of
volunteers.

Soon after Kim began answer-
ing calls to fly, Galley quickly no-
ticed his passion for the animals
he transported. He would take
selfies with them in the plane and
use his social media platform to
raise awareness about the need for

COURTESY OF ED CIOLKOWSKI

Volunteer pilots Chris Moon and Ed Ciolkowski pose with blind
and deaf rescue puppies that had been scheduled for euthanasia.

adoptive homes and more com-
prehensive spay-and-neuter pro-
grams. He spent time getting to
know the backstory of each ani-
mal he picked up. When he would
hand them off at their final desti-
nation, she said, he would even
whisper well-wishes.

“Good luck,” she recalled once
hearing him say to a dog. “You’re
going to go have a great life now.”

Fellow pilot Kley Parkhurst, 61,
flew several missions with Kim
and said he became accustomed
to Kim running late or throwing
off flight schedules because he
hadbeen “doing Seuk things.” Like
socializing with the volunteers at
the airport or taking the animals
out of their crates to pose for
photos.

“I'wantto fly as many dogs from
point A to point B as possible. I
don’t chat much with the rescuers.
I have been at airports where I
don’t even get off the plane to
deliver a dog,” Parkhurst said.
“Seuk was just totally the oppo-
site. He cared so deeply about
everyone and every animal. And
he kind of wore his inner child on
the outside. He just exuded joy,
and everyone loved him for that.”

In Northern Virginia following

CHRIS MOON

Moon now flies with a sticker memorializing fellow Pilots N Paws
volunteer Seuk Kim on the window of his private plane.

“I didn’t realize what a hero he was.”

Sejin Kim, brother of Seuk Kim

Kim’s death, pilots and volunteers
with Galley’s “army” gathered to
mourn and share memories of
him. From here on out, they decid-
ed, they’ll be known as “Seuk’s
army.” Several have even affixed a
sticker featuring Kim to their
planes.

Galley said even though she
knows he’s gone, she has had a
hard time not reaching for her
phone to exchange texts with Kim
— the way they used to.

On Thursday, after leaving his
memorial service, she pressed
send on one last message. “I met
your lovely family today,” it read.
“‘'m so sad youre not here on
earth with us but I know you're in
heaven & will always watch over
us. 'm going to watch over and
love your family for you. Your
friendship meant alot to me. I will
treasure the memories and hold
you in my heart forever.”

A crash alert

On the day Kim’s plane went
down, near the small town of
Windham, New York, Parkhurst
and Kim were both flying animal
rescue missions out of Culpeper
Regional Airport in Virginia.
Though Kim left about 45 minutes

before Parkhurst, he said, they
linked up in the air just outside
Philadelphia.

Kim, who was flying a new sin-
gle-engine Mooney M20J plane
that he had acquired about a
month earlier, was thrilled by its
zip — it was faster than the four-
seater he had been flying before,
Parkhurst said. They talked air-
craft and flight plans and then
went their separate ways. It felt
like just another flight, Parkhurst
said. Kim was heading to New
York. Parkhurst was on his way to
New Hampshire. Both had several
animals in tow.

By the time Parkhurst touched
down in Concord, he said, his
phone was lit up with messages.

He stopped as he read one from
Kim’s wife. She had received an
automated crash alert from Kim’s
iPhone, she wrote.

She asked him: What do I do?

When Parkhurst reached out to
Galley, who typically tracks the
flights her pilots are taking, she
said the flight tracker had lost
contact with Kim’s plane just out-
side of Albany.

It had been dark and stormy,
with poor visibility in the moun-
tains, authorities later said. Kim

had reported turbulence and re-
quested permission to change alti-
tude, according to the Greene
County Sheriff’s Office. About 6:10
p.m., a no-voice 911 call had gone
out from Kim’s phone. Reports
from the U.S. Air Force and the
Albany airport had followed, say-
ing the aircraft had vanished from
their radar.

As authorities worked to locate
the downed aircraft and deter-
mine the fate of its pilot, Parkhurst
climbed back into the cockpit of
his plane and headed for Upstate
New York. When he got there, he
said, Sejin Kim had just arrived on
a commercial flight from Virginia.

For hours, the men waited for
news. Around 2 a.m. the next day,
the sheriff’s office confirmed they
had located the plane — and Kim’s
remains.

“He was a very proficient pilot,
and he practiced in adverse condi-
tions to maintain that proficien-
cy,” Parkhurst said of Kim, who
had just been hired as a commer-
cial pilot for a charter company set
tobegin in January. “It’s inexplica-
ble”

Whiskey, a 4-month-old yellow
Labrador mix, was found in the
snow nearby with two broken legs

that required surgery to mend.
Pluto, an 18-month-old terrier
mix, had internal bruising but re-
covered quickly. Both have been
placed in foster homes.

Lisa, a tiny pup with black fur
and a white streak down her muz-
zle, died in the crash. She was
cremated before taking one last
flight: On Sunday, Chris Moon, 62,
a pilot and a member of Galley’s
“army,” flew back to fetch her re-
mains.

Exactly a week after Kim’s
death, Moon flew over the crash
site with Lisa’s ashes resting on
the dashboard of his small plane.
He circled the site in the air, then
snapped a photo in Kim’s honor.

Hours later, Moon handed the
ashes to Kim’s family.

“He died doing what he loved to
do,” Sejin Kim said. “Lisa was a
dog that represented all the many
dogs he saved. We wanted her to
be with Seuk forever.”

To the hundreds who gathered
at Kim’s funeral Thursday, Sejin
Kim said he hopes his brother will
inspire people to “be just a little
bit nicer” to one another and in
the world.

In addition to his brother, Seuk
Kim is survived by his mother,
Jiho Kim, his wife, Anna Kang,
and their three children, ages 16,
14.and 13.

The family hopes to continue a
dream Kim left unfinished when
he died: starting a nonprofit to
provide food and other necessary
supplies to rescue dogs and cats,
Sejin Kim said, and work toward
the mission of minimizing the kill-
ing of adoptable animals and
helping them find homes.

‘With Seuk forever’

Sejin Kim wanted a moment
alone with his brother before the
rest of their family arrived for the
memorial service on Thursday. He
opened the casket and looked
down at the man inside.

He still thinks of him as the kid
he grew up with in South Korea,
the little brother who kept him
company and made him laugh
after the family immigrated to the
United States in the mid-1980s.

He thought about their shared
history, how their childhood was
marked by struggle: how their
father suffered paralyzing injuries
in a car crash soon after the family
arrived in Burke, Virginia, and
never walked again, how their
mother soon became the family’s
primary breadwinner and their
father’s nurse.

He thought about his brother’s
sunny demeanor and unflappable
commitment to pursuing his pas-
sions. He leaned in closer.

“And I cursed him out,” Sejin
Kim said. “I cursed him for leaving
us, but then I told him, ‘Hey, I'm
going to look after your family. I
love you. Rest in peace.”

Then he tucked the box con-
taining Lisa’s ashes into the casket
alongside Kim.

Authorities have vel to publicly describe reasons for search of family’s home
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where they stand,” and other
patches that call for death to Jews
and America, Birnbaum said.

Prosecutors argued that the
high volume of weapons and am-
munition, along with the specific
threats, posed a reasonable dan-
ger to others, she added. A judge
later denied prosecutors’ petition
to bar the brother and father from
possessing or buying guns and to
extend the emergency risk order,
court records show.

No one has been charged with
any crimes. It was also not clear
what link, if any, existed between
the sisters’ criminal trespass no-
tices and the alleged guns and
insignia of their relatives.

Abdel-Rahman Hamed, the
family’s attorney, said the actions
taken against the students “are
not just legally dubious, but mor-
ally reprehensible.” He also called
the allegations against the broth-
er and father “baseless and in-
flammatory.” He said that the
Arabic patches were mistranslat-
ed and had been cherry-picked
out of a collection of hundreds
and that no credible evidence of
danger was ever presented.

“This case reeks of racial and
religious profiling,” Hamed said
in a statement. “The items found
were part of a historical collec-
tion, not evidence of any threat. ...
This is yet another example of the
police state targeting American
Muslims without cause.”

None of the agencies listed on

the records as involved in the
search would detail the reason for
it or offer more information on
the trespass orders. Fairfax Coun-
ty police referred questions to the
FBI and university police, the two
agencies it said were leading the
investigation. The FBI's Washing-
ton Field Office said it would not
confirm or deny the existence of
an investigation and referred
questions to the university. GMU
said it would not comment on the
ongoing investigation and would
not say why the search warrant
and the criminal trespass notices
were issued.

“George Mason’s Code of Stu-
dent Conduct explains that the
Code applies to all student or-
ganizations and when a student
organization will be held respon-
sible for the conduct of its mem-
bers,” Paul Allvin, a George Ma-
son vice president, said in a state-
ment.

In addition to the trespass or-
ders against the students, the
George Mason chapter of Stu-
dents for Justice in Palestine
(SJP) has been temporarily sus-
pended. In his statement, Allvin
did not name the group specifi-
cally but said student organiza-
tions can be temporarily pun-
ished to uphold the safety of the
university community.

George Mason was one of
many campuses that experienced
a wave of protests after the Oct. 7,
2023, attack by Hamas on Israel
and the resulting war. Three peo-
ple were detained but not arrest-
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Two pro-Palestinian student activists have been banned from the
George Mason University campus in Fairfax County for four years.

ed in November 2023 after an
altercation at a protest. In the
spring demonstrations — which
brought some schools across the
country to a halt and led to the
arrest of thousands of students —
some pro-Palestinian students
from George Mason helped orga-
nize a regional encampment at
George Washington University to
call for that school to cut ties with
Israel. This fall, messages voicing
support for Hamas have intensi-
fied on some campuses.

In the past year, college admin-
istrators have tried to balance
freedoms of speech and expres-
sion with efforts to ensure safety,

and a number of campuses have
implemented stricter measures
on protests. Some SJP chapters
have felt silenced by the resulting
enforcement, their freedom of
speech impaired, representatives
say.

George Mason, a 40,000-stu-
dent school, unveiled rules in
August to limit, among other
things, gathering and putting up
posters.

The new policies were tested
soon after students returned to
campus this fall. At the end of
August, activists spray-painted
words on Wilkins Plaza outside
the university’s Johnson Center.

“This case reeks of
racial and religious
profiling. ... This is yet
another example of the
police state targeting
American Muslims
without cause.”

Abdel-Rahman Hamed, an attorney
for the family of two George Mason
University student activists

GMU police posted fliers across
campus offering a $2,000 reward
for information on the spray-
painters, calling the act “criminal
vandalism.”

Months later, in the early hours
of Nov. 7, university and Fairfax
County officers raided the sisters’
family home, seizing their phones
and computers, according to the
letter from advocates. The letter
was written and reviewed by
GMU'’s Faculty and Staff for Jus-
tice in Palestine chapter.

The next day, the sister who is
the current co-president of the
school’s SJP chapter was sent an
email saying the club had been

temporarily suspended. Faculty
adviser Ben Manski said he was
not initially notified of the club’s
suspension. The sister couldn’t
read the notification because she
didn’t have access to her phone or
computer, according to the advo-
cates’ letter.

Alexander Monea, an associate
English professor, said he asked
GMU President Gregory Wash-
ington about the raid during a
Novw. 20 faculty senate meeting.

“He declined to share any in-
formation,” Monea said. Minutes
from the meeting show Washing-
ton said that the university’s ac-
tions were justified.

The case became public in the
past week when the Intercept
published an article on the raid
and the letter was released. In
addition to seeking the revoca-
tion of the criminal trespass no-
tices, advocates are calling on the
university to reinstate the SJP
chapter, return property, and
launch an independent investiga-
tion into how the decisions toraid
the sisters’ home and issue the
trespass notices were made. The
national Council on American-Is-
lamic Relations called the police
raid one of many attempts to
silence pro-Palestinian protest-
ers.

This is not just about one stu-
dent or one protest,” Hamed, the
family’s attorney, said in a state-
ment. “It’s about the right of all
Americans to speak out against
injustice without fear of retalia-
tion.”
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Hate-crime charges dropped for most Salishury students accused in assault

BY DAN ROSENZWEIG-ZIFF

Prosecutors have dropped
hate-crime and first-degree as-
sault charges against at least 12
of the 15 Salisbury University
students alleged to have beaten
and slapped a gay man in Octo-
ber, court records show.

The students allegedly lured a
man to an apartment, where
police say the group punched,
kicked and spit on him. Police
had said the students targeted
the man because of his sexual
orientation, leading to the initial
hate-crime charge.

The Wicomico state’s attor-
ney’s office said in a statement
Friday that it “has reviewed the
evidence gathered during the

course of the investigation and
we have charged as appropriate
in light of that evidence.”

Steve Rakow, an attorney for
one of the students, said he was
notified last week that most
charges against his client would
be dropped. The charges were
officially dismissed Friday dur-
ing a preliminary hearing.

“The state finally realized
with respect to my client that he
was overcharged,” Rakow said.
“It was never a hate crime, and it
was never a first-degree assault.”

In addition to those two
counts, prosecutors dropped
eight other charges, Rakow said.
His client now faces second-
degree assault and false-impris-
onment charges, as do many of

the other alleged perpetrators,
records show.

Officials at Salisbury Univer-
sity, which serves roughly 7,000
students at its campus on Mary-
land’s Eastern Shore, had previ-
ously suspended the students.
The Sigma Alpha Epsilon frater-
nity, of which many of the ac-
cused students were members,
expelled the men from the or-
ganization.

The university said it was still
monitoring the cases as due
process plays out. As of Friday,
the students were still on inter-
im suspension, according to uni-
versity spokesperson Jason
Rhodes.

“We remain committed to
maintaining safe and welcoming

spaces for our students, our
employees and the greater com-
munity,” Rhodes said in a state-
ment.

The case came to light in
October, when two witnesses
who had seen videos of the
alleged assault reported it to
university police, who contacted
local law enforcement.

Authorities alleged in court
papers that one of the students
posed as a 16-year-old on Grindr,
a messaging app for LGBTQ+
people, to meet the man. The
student and the man allegedly
then made plans to meet at an
off-campus apartment building
for a sexual encounter on Oct. 15.

A group of as many as 15
students surrounded the man

when he entered the apartment
and forced him to sit in a chair in
the middle of a living room,
according to court records and
the cellphone video reviewed by
police.

The students called the man
derogatory names, made him
read a weather report and threw
him to the ground, according to
court records, refusing to let him
leave. One used a cooking sheet
to hit the man multiple times,
charging documents showed. Af-
ter several minutes, the group let
the man flee, records said.

Following the assault, the
LGBTQ+ community organized
a vigil, and Salisbury University
President Carolyn Ringer Lepre
announced the formation of a

task force on LGBTQ+ inclusive-
ness.

Defense lawyers for some of
the Salisbury students, includ-
ing Rakow, have previously con-
tended that the alleged victim
was seeking sex with a minor
and that the alleged assault was
not driven by his sexual orienta-
tion.

“Once all of the facts are out, it
will be quite clear that this case
has less to do with sexual orien-
tation than with a grown man
soliciting a child for sex,” James
L. Britt, an attorney for a differ-
ent student, previously told The
Washington Post. The age of
consent in Maryland is 16.

Trials for many of the defen-
dants are set for January.

As Senatle prioritizes nominees lo lederal judiciary, vacancies drag on in D.C.

COURTS FROM B1

Iguina Gonzalez and Joseph R.
Palmore — are waiting to be con-
firmed to vacancies on the D.C.
Court of Appeals.

Lee said his court has had to
adapt to the growing caseload as
it waits for new judges to take the
bench.

Each judge in the civil division
— where lawsuits involving land-
lord and tenant disputes, medical
malpractice and discrimination,
among other issues, are filed —
typically handles about 225 cases
ayear, he said. But because of the
shortage of judges, that annual
caseload has more than doubled
to about 473 per year.

Similarly, the number of misde-
meanor criminal cases handled
by each judge per day has jumped
from about 30 to about 50, he
said. The result is that judges
prioritize the cases they handle,
with criminal cases where the
defendant is in jail pending trial,
for example, receiving priority
over those where the defendant is
on release.

“This is not sustainable to do
forever,” Lee said. “The impact is
you can’t get to the cases as quick-
ly as [we] would like to.”

Judicial nominees for the D.C.
Superior Court and the D.C. Court

of Appeals are first selected by the
Judicial Nomination Commis-
sion, whose seven members are
appointed by local and federal
officials. The commission sends
potential nominees to the presi-
dent, who then sends their picks
to the Senate Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee for consideration.

Historically, the nominations
have taken lower priority than
other federal court postings. They
have on occasion elicited debate.

In September, Sen. Bill Hagerty
(R-Tennessee) blocked Sen. Gary
Peters (D-Michigan), chairman of
the Homeland Security Commit-
tee, from confirming Rahkel
Bouchet and John Cuong Truong
to the D.C. Superior Court
through unanimous consent.
President Donald Trump had pre-
viously nominated Bouchet and
Truong to local judgeships on the
same court.

In a brief floor speech after
blocking the vote, Hagerty said he
and other Senate Republicans
would not agree to fast-track any
judicial nominee before the No-
vember election. “We are keeping
our word on that,” he said at the
time.

If a unanimous consent agree-
ment cannot be reached, Schu-
mer can instead file cloture on the

TOM BRENNER FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York), seen Sept. 25 on Capitol Hill, has not said
when he plans on putting nominees for judgeships on local D.C. courts up for a floor vote.

nominee, which brings the floor
debate to a close. A simple majori-
ty is needed to invoke cloture.
Then Schumer can hold a confir-
mation vote. Schumer’s office

didn’t respond to questions ask-
ing why the leader hadn’t filed
cloture on these 10 nominees and
whether he plans to do so.

Senate Democrats spent the

first week of December confirm-
ing Biden’s 229th judicial nomi-
nee — Sarah Morgan Davenport
— to alifetime seat in the District
of New Mexico.

“They’re obviously prioritizing
other federal issues with the floor
time that they have,” said Misty C.
Thomas Zaleski, executive direc-
tor of the nonprofit Council for
Court Excellence.

And because the city doesn’t
have a “champion” in the Senate,
Zaleski said, referring to the fact
that D.C. does not have elected
senators, as states do, it’s easy for
lawmakers “to ignore the needs of
aunique court that they have this
rare responsibility for.”

Lee said the effect has been
“paralyzing.”

The court, the D.C. Council and
the D.C. Bar have all written to
Schumer urging him to bring the
nominees to a floor vote. But the
court has not heard from the
senator’s office. Lee said Del. Elea-
nor Holmes Norton (D), the Dis-
trict’s nonvoting delegate in the
House, has also petitioned Schu-
mer’s office on behalf of the court.

Zaleski said while there has
been some “drip” of action on the
city’s judicial nominees in the
past, the confirmations haven’t
been enough to keep up with the
pace of retirements. The Senate
Homeland Security Committee
has advanced 16 nominees since
the start of the two-year congres-
sional term. Of those, six were
confirmed by the full Senate.

Jordanians did not intend to do any harm at Marine base, prosecutors say

QUANTICO FROM B1

the case,” Courtney Dixon, the
assistant federal public defender
who represented Hamdan, said in
an email to The Washington Post.

Dwight Crawley, who repre-
sented Dabous, declined to com-
ment. Amico did not respond to a
request for comment. Federal of-
ficials declined to identify the
Amazon subcontractor who em-
ployed one or both of the undocu-
mented immigrants. Officials
with Amazon did notrespondtoa
request for comment. (Amazon
founder Jeff Bezos owns The
‘Washington Post.)

At first the episode drew the
kind of media attention typical of
criminal cases involving misde-
meanors. Which is to say, none at
all.

That changed when Matt
Strickland, a Virginia military
veteran, Republican activist and
grilled-cheese restaurateur
known for bucking the state’s
coronavirus pandemic restric-
tions, wrote about the incident on
Facebook.

“Terror attacks are coming
soon. A box truck just ran
through the gate at Quantico
Marine Corps Base. Even if noth-
ing was found in the truck, it’s a
problem. That’s what we call a dry
run,” he posted May 6.

Alongside that, Strickland
posted an image of a text message
saying that a box truck had re-
cently “run the gate” with two
men inside, one with a Virginia
driver’s license, the other “a
known Jordanian terrorist who
just crossed the border not 3 days
prior.” Federal officials have not
publicly disclosed how either
man entered the country.

Strickland told The Post last
week that the text came that from
a Quantico employee he knows.
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An Osprey aircraft flies at Marine Corps Base Quantico in 2012. Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) has been
telling a story for months that makes it sound as if two foreigners stormed the gates at the base.

“It wasn’t just somebody who
works at the PX,” he said, refer-
ring to the local market, or “post
exchange,” at the base. “They
would know about this. ... So I put
it out on social media, and it kind
of spread like wildfire. I didn’t
expect it to.”

His post got picked up by the
news site Potomac Local News,
which posted a story May 10
stating that “multiple sources”
said one of the men “is on the U.S.
terrorist watch list” The New
York Post followed up with sev-
eral articles, including one that
speculated in the headline that
the incident was a possible “ISIS
dry run.”

On May 22, Youngkin got in-
volved. He demanded a briefing
from federal officials in a letter to
President Joe Biden, which the

governor posted on X. The gover-
nor acknowledged in the letter
that “federal partners” had al-
ready shared some information
with the state, but noted that they
“did not engage with Virginia
officials” until May 16 — nearly
two weeks after the fact and
“after the event had received na-
tional media coverage.” He still
had many questions, Youngkin
wrote.

“Basic information regarding
how these men entered the coun-
try, if terrorism is being consid-
ered as amotive, and the contents
of the box truck that attempted to
enter Quantico, should be made
public,” he wrote. “At this point, I
cannot even begin to adequately
assess the true nature of these
potential threats — let alone take
the necessary action to fulfill my

duties as Chief Executive and
Governor of the Commonwealth.”

Republican members of the
U.S. House Committee on Home-
land Security followed up with a
letter of their own the day after
Youngkin’s, seeking information
from Homeland Security Secre-
tary Alejandro Mayorkas, De-
fense Secretary Lloyd Austin and
FBI Director Christopher A.
Wray.

Committee members have not
received answers to their ques-
tions, according to two commit-
tee aides, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity because of the
sensitive nature of the issue.
Youngkin spokesman Christian
Martinez said the governor never
got a response.

The White House press office
did not respond to a request for

comment.

In interviews and speeches,
Youngkin has routinely men-
tioned the Jordanians at the
Quantico gate as part of a trio of
problems — along with fentanyl
overdoses and sexual assaults —
that he attributed to Biden’s bor-
der policies. He also has sought to
connect the incident to breaches
of other military facilities.

“The FBI has not
identified any national
securtity concerns
regarding either
defendant.”

Special Assistant U.S. Attorney
Alexander Amico, in a motion filed
Sept. 13 in U.S. district court

“Just a few months ago, Quan-
tico Marine Corps Base’s front
gates were literally rammed by
two Jordanian illegal immigrants
in a box truck trying to get into
the base,” Youngkin told a break-
fast gathering of GOP activists at
the Republican National Conven-
tion in Milwaukee in July. “It’s
happened to bases in California.
It’shappened all over the country.
We have people coming across
the border who want to do our
nation harm. We must stop it.”

Though court filings have since
shown that the men have been
cleared of wrongdoing beyond
their illegal presence in the coun-
try, Youngkin seems unlikely to
give up the talking point, relaying
it as a cautionary tale about
illegal immigration and potential
terrorism.

“President Joe Biden’s Justice

Department has quietly dis-
missed the charges without ac-
knowledging what truly matters
— two illegal Jordanian immi-
grants came dangerously close to
breaching the premier Marine
Corps Base Quantico, just outside
our nation’s capital,” Martinez
said in an email to The Post on
Thursday.

And the inflated version of the
story has gained a life of its own
among GOP leaders outside of
Virginia, who see it as a way to
blame Democrats for illegal bor-
der crossings that soared under
Biden during a mass exodus of
migrants from Venezuela and
other countries.

“Notwithstanding the dismiss-
al of these charges, Americans
deserve answers on why these
two individuals were here illegal-
ly,” Rep. Mark Green (R-Tennes-
see), chairman of the Homeland
Security Committee, said in an
email to The Post, which claimed
one of the men “entered through
the Southwest border, claimed
asylum, and was released into the
interior just a month before the
incident at Quantico.”

“The circumstances surround-
ing this event remain concerning,
and I urge the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration to respond without
further delay to Congress and the
American people,” Green’s email
said.

Strickland, who got the terror-
ism rumor rolling on Facebook,
said he is not sure what to think
now that the charges have been
dropped.

He remains wary, having spent
years in Afghanistan and Iraq
with the Army and as a Blackwa-
ter contractor. But he also thinks
it is possible that the whole thing
was just “an honest mistake” by a
pair of delivery drivers with limit-
ed English proficiency.
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HELEN GALLAGHER, 98

Scene-stealing Tony winner in Broadway musicals

BY BRIAN MURPHY

Helen Gallagher, a scene-steal-
ing performer of Broadway musi-
cal theater who won Tony
Awards for supporting roles in
revivals of “Pal Joey” and “No,
No, Nanette” before spending
more than a decade as the resil-
ient matriarch on the soap opera
“Ryan’s Hope,” died Nov. 24 at a
hospital in Manhattan. She was
98.

The death was confirmed by
Edith Meeks, executive and artis-
tic director at the Herbert Berg-
hof Studio, a New York acting
school where Ms. Gallagher had
a long affiliation. She did not
provide a cause.

In a career spanning eight
decades, Ms. Gallagher was cast
in some leading roles — includ-
ing the 1953 screwball musical
“Hazel Flagg” on Broadway —
but she often said her sweet spot
was lower down the marquee.
With her loose-limbed dancing,
crisp comic timing and spirited
vocals, she found a niche as
onstage sidekick and said she
preferred it that way.

“I could have had a more
high-powered career, but I never
wanted to be anyone’s commod-
ity,” she told the New York Times
in 1983. “I am shy about going
out the stage door. I've always
had an ability to duck and run
down the street. I was made for
repertory and character parts.”

During a stint in 1969 in the
Broadway musical “Mame,” Ms.
Gallagher boasted that she had
the best part as the mousy secre-
tary Agnes Gooch. “Gooch takes
that show and puts it in her back
pocket,” she once recalled. “What
a sneak!”

Ms. Gallagher landed her first
major break as a dancer in a Cole
Porter revue, “Seven Lively Arts,”
in 1944 at New York’s Ziegfield
Theater. (She said she stuffed
cotton in her ears because the
combo led by clarinetist Benny
Goodman, one of the revue’s
stars, was so loud.)

She soon secured her next role
as a dancer in “Billion Dollar
Baby,” a 1945 farce about mob-
sters and molls set in the Prohi-
bition era and choreographed by
Jerome Robbins.

Mr. Gallagher was reunited
with Robbins as she played the
role of the maid Nancy in the
1947 musical conman-caper
“High Button Shoes” and worked
on other shows influenced by
other dance greats, including
George Balanchine in “Mr.
Strauss Goes to Boston” (1945)
and Bob Fosse in Neil Simon’s
“Sweet Charity,” which debuted
on Broadway in 1966.

Ms. Gallagher was once asked
what those dance masters
shared. “Tempers,” she dead-
panned, “that’s what they had in
common.”

As the embittered chorus girl
Gladys Bumps in 1952’s “Pal
Joey,” Ms. Gallagher showed off
her ability to command the stage
with comedic grinds and a devi-
ous heart as her character plots
against the philandering night-
club singer Joey Evans (Harold
Lang).

The show — a revival of the
1940 hit with music and lyrics by
Richard Rodgers and Lorenz
Hart and starring Gene Kelly as
Joey — gained rave reviews and
established Ms. Gallagher as a
rising Broadway talent. “A natu-
ral-born imp, who can dance
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Helen Gallagher, seen performing with Bobby Van, was once described by a writer as a “natural-born imp, who can dance anything.”

“I could have had a
more high-powered
career, but I never
wanted to be anyone’s
commodity. ... [ was
made for repertory and

character parts.”

Helen Gallagher, in an 1983
interview with the New York Times

anything, be very funny and
sing,” wrote critic John Chapman
in the New York Daily News as
Ms. Gallagher went on to receive
her first Tony for best actressin a
featured role in a musical.

Nearly two decades later, she
found acclaim in another musi-
cal brought back to Broadway:
the romantic romp “No, No,
Nanette” from the 1920s. In the
1971 cast, Ms. Gallagher played
the free-spending Lucille Early,
who dispenses relationship ad-
vice, then finds her husband is
straying.

Her song-and-dance number
“You Can Dance with Any Girl,”

CHARLES HARRITY/AP

Ms. Gallagher, right, with choreographer Bob Fosse, second from left, at a party in New York in 1966.
The two worked together on Neil Simon’s “Sweet Charity,” which debuted on Broadway the same year.

performed with Bobby Van, was
one of the show’s top moments
and was performed at the cer-
emonies for the 1971 Tony
Awards, which included Ms. Gal-
lagher winning for best lead
actress in a musical. They per-
formed the song at the Tony
Awards the next year as well.
Dancing was always her
strength. Learning to sing, she
said after winning her second
Tony, took more work. She enlist-
ed voice coaches and often spent
hours practicing on her own.
“The whole task in life is refining
the instrument,” she told United
Press International in 1971, refer-

ring to her dedication to improve
her singing. “Ilearned it from the
nuns in school. They were terrific
taskmasters.”

A few years later, Ms. Gallagh-
er made a career pivot to a new
ABC soap opera, “Ryan’s Hope,”
that left her fans from the thea-
ter world baffled. Yet Ms. Gal-
lagher said she wanted a fresh
challenge, and a daytime drama
offered a chance to remain in
New York with steady work.

A theater friend, actress Rea
Allen, helped set up the audition
for “Ryan’s Hope,” a serial cen-
tered on the lives of an Irish
American family that operated a

bar in upper Manhattan. “It
wasn’t easy for me to convince
directors that I could do some-
thing besides musical comedy
roles,” Ms. Gallagher told the
Miami News in 1975.

She was cast as Maeve Ryan,
the Irish-born head of the clan.
Maeve was a central character of
the show during its entire run
from 1975 to 1989 — leading to
three daytime Emmy Awards for
Ms. Gallagher. In her contract,
she stipulated that she had Tues-
days off from filming so she
could attend acting classes at
Herbert Berghof Studio with ac-
tress Uta Hagen, whose husband

founded the studio.

On the final episode of “Ryan’s
Hope,” Ms. Gallagher’s character
sits on a piano and sings “Danny
Boy” Ms. Gallagher continued in
other ABC soap opera roles in-
cluding a no-nonsense nurse on
“All My Children” and a sex
therapist on “One Life to Live.”

“It probably killed my career
in theater, but I don’t care,” Ms.
Gallagher joked in an interview
with the website TheaterMania
in 2003. “It made me indepen-
dently wealthy.”

‘A fearful little girl’

Helen Gallagher was born in
Brooklyn on July 19, 1926. Her
father was in banking, and the
family soon moved to Scarsdale
in suburban Westchester County.
The stock market crash of 1929
left them in financial straits.

Her parents separated, and
Ms. Gallagher spent a year in
boarding school. Her mother
found work in New York at a
bank, and they moved in with an
aunt in the Bronx and later spent
time with a relative in California.
Throughout, Ms. Gallagher suf-
fered from bouts of asthma and
remained painfully shy. “I was a
fearful little girl,” she recalled.

They returned to New York
when Helen was about 14, and
she begged her mother to resume
dance lessons. “The problem was
no money,” Ms. Gallagher said in
an interview with the Broadway
Podcast Network. Her mother
managed to pull together enough
to pay for classes that eventually
led to a spot at the School of
American Ballet at 15.

“I always wanted to be on
Broadway,” she said. “I don’t
know how I got the idea even.”

Ms. Gallagher appeared in
other Broadway shows, such as
“Brigadoon” (1947), “The Pajama
Game” (1954) and “Sugar Babies”
(1979). She also performed in
London’s West End, the Westport
Country Playhouse in Connecti-
cut and off-Broadway shows in-
cluding the title role in “Tallu-
lah,” a 1983 musical on the life of
stage and screen actress Tallulah
Bankhead.

Her movie roles included the
drama “Roseland” (1977) oppo-
site co-star Christopher Walken,
and “Neptune’s Rocking Horse”
(1997), a crime story that ex-
plored issues of gender identity.

For more than three decades,
Ms. Gallagher taught singing
classes at her apartment each
Wednesday. After using Zoom to
connect with students during the
pandemic, Ms. Gallagher re-
sumed hosting the lessons. She
continued until earlier this year.

“She gave us a family,” said
Marie Sassi, who began classes
with Mr. Gallagher in the early
1990s and went on to perform in
clubs. “She and her students
were truly a family.”

Ms. Gallagher’s marriage to
Frank Wise, a stagehand she met
during the “The Pajama Game,”
ended in divorce. Her longtime
partner, Gardner Brooksbank,
died in 2019. Survivors include a
brother.

Ms. Gallagher often described
acting in dramas as a challenge
that only reinforced her love of
musical theater.

“I find acting quite painful,”
she said. “I don’t really want to
strip away my innermost feel-
ings. I don’t want to be pained
onstage. I want to have a good
time.”
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DONALD A. WEBSTER
December 9, 1931 - November 6, 2019
Colleague, Mentor, Dear Friend:

We treasure your wisdom,
humor and generosity.

Forever in our hearts,
Mary Ann Allin, Rex Beach
and Doug Frechtling

DEATH NOTICE

BAUGHMAN

DR. EARLE WRAY BAUGHMAN

Dr. Earle Wray Baughman, Jr., a respected
Alexandria, VA psychiatrist, died Wednes-
day, December 4, 2024. He was 87. Born
in Jackson, TN, Dr. Baughman grew up in
Tupelo, MS. He attended college and the
School of Medicine at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, where he was a member of Phi Beta
Kappa.

For more than 50 years, Dr. Baughman
practiced Psycmatry and was a faculty
member of the Psychiatry Residency Train-
ing Program at Saint Elizabeth’s Hospital
in Washington. He was also a Training and
Supervising Analyst with the Washington
Baltimore Center for Psychoanalysis.

He was an avid tennis player, Faulkner fan,
and music enthusiast whose wide-ranging
album collection included classic and con-
temJ)orary rock, country, and jazz. He trav-
ele extenswely and particularly enjoyed
family vacations to Europe and Chile. He
was a Commanders season ticket holder, a
frequent concert-goer, and a lifelong lover
of restaurants.

Baughman was married for 43 years to
Toni Musso Baughman, who died in 2002.
His eldest daughter Rachel Baughman
Gannaway died in 2021. He is survived
by daughters Laura Baughman Devere-
ux (Nick) and Sarah Baughman (Matthew
Reinhardt), as well as grandchildren Sa-
vannah, Olivia, Milo,and Evan Devereux-
,and Eli, and Claire Reinhardt. A service is
scheduled for a later date.

The Washington Post

Michelle Singletary’s
Money Milestones

Your decade-by-decade guide to finance.

B -~

I h

\“\\é\\“\“\\“ o

‘_\\
aNe DN o\k:\
\C \Co
\lttn\“w o

Are you meeting your money milestones? Don’t
stress. It’s never too late (or too early) to start
saving for a rainy day. Order Michelle Singletary’s
Money Milestones at wapo.st/specials.

$9.99 plus shipping and handling

$0222 3x10.5

When the
need arises,
let families
find you in the
Funeral Services
Directory.

To be seen in the
Funeral Services
Directory, please call
paid Death Notices at
202-334-4122.

She Washington Post

DEATH NOTICE

DEATH NOTICE

KATES

YOLANDA D. KATES (Age 65)
Beloved mother, daughter, aunt and friend
passed away on November 16, 2024. Me-
morial service will be held on Thursday, De-
cember 12.Viewing 9 a.m., Service 10 a.m.
at Hines-Rinaldi Funeral Home, 11800 New
Hampshire Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20904.

WILLIAM J. LAUTH (Age 84)

Bill Lauth passed away peacefully in his
sleep November 21, 2024. Son of the late
Harold Lauth, Sr. and Kerrie Lauth, he was
predeceased by his siblings, Laurence, sis-
ters Rita and Mary Carolyn.
Surviving are his wife, Rosemary; children,
Dan and Kim; siblings James, Harold, Thom-
as, and Mary Clare and relatives.
Born in DC, raised in Beltsville, MD on the
Agrlcultural Research Center Farm, family
was the focus of his life. He lit up a room
with his joyful spirit, playful banter, and
easy laugh. An avid reader, he started his

%/fwnh The Washington Post and black

A Catholic mass will be celebrated Dec 11,
10:30 a.m. at Holy Trinity St. Ignatius Chap-
el, 3513 N Street, NW Washington, DC.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to the Amy
Elizabeth Lauth Charitable Foundation that
honors Bill's late niece’s legacy by helping
at-risk women, children, and families. Send
your donation to 3333 Peters Creek Road,
NW, Roanoke, VA 24019-2719.

POWELL

BETTY JANICE POWELL (Age 75)
Entered into eternal rest on Monday, No-
vember 25, 2024. Betty was a beloved
sister, mother, grandmother, and friend,
known for her giving spirit and many who
she endeared. Betty had a beautiful smile,
and enjoyed life, traveling, dancing, laugh-
ing and more. She dedicated herself to
her family, always putting others before
herself. Betty is survived by her two sons
Stacy L. Powell Sr., Marlon Powell, seven
siblings, six grandchlldren and a host of
relatives and friends who will carry her
memory in their hearts forever. A celebra-
tion of her life will be held on December
11, 2024, at 12:30 p.m. at Fort Lincoln Fu-
neral Home, where friends and family are
invited to share their memories and honor
her legacy.

DEATH NOTICE

MARTIN

FRANCES MARTIN ( dge 89)
Our hearts were broken Friday night the
6th of December when our mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother and friend Fran-
ces Helen Myers Martin was called home to
be with her loving husband Harold Thomp-
son Martin in Heaven. They are already
dancing a square dance or a 2-step just like
old times.
Last week, Frances was driving home from
swimming, one of her favorite pastimes.
She suffered a massive stroke. Rushed to
Suburban Hospital, she never regained con-
sciousness. She was immediately placed in
hospice where she was treated like a queen
for 3 days. Happily, this gave time for friends
and family to come, pay respects and rem-
inisce. Many stories were told. Some ex-
aggerated. Some more true than others.
Laughter and tears were shared in equal
mgasure. We thank God for giving us those
3 days.
Frances was born in Washington, DC on
March 2, 1935 to John William and Helen
Mosley Myers. Sadly, her mother passed
away before her first birthday. She was
raised by her father and some loving aunts.
Her father moved the family to Southport,
NC and later to Raccoon Ford, VA. Frances
grew up with her brothers Bob, Dave, and
Don and sister Barbara. She grew up stron
and resilient, which were traits she carrie!

with her throughout her life. She attended
CuIPeper High School and Mary Washington
College where she excelled in both aca-
demics and athletics. She started her career
teaching PE in Culpeper High School. A short
time after graduation Frances met Harold
Martin at a Saturday night dance at the Cen-
ter in Richardsville, VA. On May 2, 1959, they
were married.

Frances and Harold, a master carpenter,
moved to Maryland and landed in Kens-
ington, a place they loved and where they
both lived until each passed away. Harold in
1992 and Frances just now. They attended
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church. In 1960
they welcomed a daughter, Sandra (Scott)
Wilson, later joined by their son Scott (Pam)
Martin in 1962, another son, Steve in 1968
and in 1971, their youngest daughter Sheri
(Mike d/c) Griffin.

Frances worked for Montgomery Coun-
ty Public Schools as a substitute teacher,
math resource para-educator and later she
was a data technician in the County math
department. After 29 years in the County,
she retired when her supervisor suggested
(strongly) that she take several computer
classes designed to enhance her computer
capabilities. 1 won't repeat the words she
used, but the gist was she was too old to go
back to school. Retirement began in 2005.
It consisted of spending time with family
and friends, leading an aerobics group at
church, walking, swimming, jigsaw puzzles
and Sudoku.

Frances is survived by her first children,
eight grandchildren, and 10 great-grand-
children, and many relatives and treasured
friends. She was predeceased by her moth-
er and father, husband, siblings, and other
beloved relatives.

We welcome you to attend visitation on
Tuesday December 10 from 4 to 7 p.m. at
St. Paul's United Methodist Church, Kens-
ington, MD. For information about the Rich-
ardsville, VA funeral arrangements, please
contact Scott Martin.

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating
to the following organizations which were
close to Frances’ heart: the American Dia-
betes Association, the Children’s Hospital
Foundation, the Retina Foundation, and the
Tourette Association of America.
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SHORTER

CHARLES KENNETH SHORTER “Eddie”
Charles Kenneth “Eddie” Shorter, 91 of
Broomes Island, MD passed away on De-
cember 1, 2024 at his home surrounded by
his family.

He was born on December 31, 1932 in Piney
Point, MD to the late Albert Lee Shorter and
Fannie Margaret Hammett Shorter.

Eddie graduated from Great Mills Hiﬁh
School in 1951 and after graduation he
enlisted in the Air Force. When he left the
Air Force, Eddie pursued a career with the
C&P Telephone Company, later Verizon, as a
test man. He married his loving wife Mar-
garet McLeod Shorter on January 19, 1963
in Washington, DC. They spent 61 wonderful
years together. They enjoyed spending time
with family, fishing, gardening, travel, being
by the water, and the beach.

He is survived bx his loving wife Margaret
and their three children Alison Shorter-Law-
rence (Richard), Cora Lynn Shorter McVey
and Sandra Shorter Snyder (Mike), his son-
in-law Steve Cameron and his grandchildren
Rowan Harvey, Kathryn Lawrence, Kayla
McVey and Jack Lawrence. He is preceded
in death by his parents, his daughter Mar-
garet Anne Cameron and his sisters Rose
Saunders, Alice Henderson, Mae Thomas
and Violet Purcell, his brothers John Shorter,
Tom Shorter, Richard Shorter, Albert Shorter
and Andrew Shorter.

The family will receive friends on Tuesday,
December 10, 2024 from 5 to 7 p.m. witl
prayers at 6 p.m., at Brinsfield Funeral
Home, PA., 22955 Hollywood Road, Leon-
ardtown, MD 20650. There will be a church
service of Christian burial at 11 a.m. cele-
brated by Pastor Greg Syler at St. George's
Episcopal Church, 19167 Poplar Hill Lane,
Valley Lee, MD 20692 with interment to fol-
low in the church cemetery.

Pallbearers will be Kenneth Burch, Richard
Lawrence, Mike Snyder, Rowley Harvey,
Rowan Harvey, Jack Lawrence and honor-
ary pallbearers Kathryn Lawrence and Kayla
McVey.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
may be made to St. George's Episcopal
Church, Valley Lee.

Condolences to the family may be made at
www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral
Home, PA

HUGHES

LORRAINE R. HUGHES
Lorraine R. Hughes, of Clinton, MD, en-
tered into eternal peace on September 18,
2024. But today is her birthday! She is
39 again!! This is a loving message to her:
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!, to a mother, grand-
mother, ﬁreat—grandmother, _ great-great-
grandmother, volunteer, businesswoman,
chapter member, star, supporter, partner,
and friend!!! Thank you for all that you
are to us!!! You are beautiful Lorraine!!!
You may have passed away, but you will
always remain in our hearts and souls, for-
ever loved.

From our hearts, your family - Paula,
Kennard, Lauren, Mailé, and Ms. Ros.

DEATH NOTICE

CARTER

DONNA LEE CARTER
August 26, 1959 - November 20, 2024

Donna Lee Carter entered into eternal rest
on November 20, 2024. She is survived by
her adopted son, Kalef Seymore and her
sisters Gwendolyn Cavanaugh and Linda
Ferrell and her best friend, Dionne Hughes.
She was a graduate of Morgan State Uni-
versity and a member of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Inc. She worked at the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences for 38 years.

Her Celebration of Life will be held on
Wednesday, December 11, 2024 at Met-
ropolitan Baptist Church, 1200 Mercantile
Lane, Largo, MD 20774. Wake 10 a.m.; Ivy
Beyond the Wall Ceremony 10:30 a.m., Ser-
vice 11 a.m. Interment George Washington
Cemetery.
www.jbjenkinsfuneralhome.com

RANDOLPH

LEONARD M. RANDOLPH JR.
Maj. Gen. Dr. Leonard M. Randolph, Jr.,
(Ret.) beloved husband, father, and grand-
father, as well as, a distinguished leader in
military medicine and healthcare, passed
away on November 20, 2024, in Cincinnati,
Ohio. A funeral service will be held on Fri-
day, December 13, 2024 at 2 p.m. at Spring
Grove Cemetery (Norman Chapel), 4521
Spring Grove Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45232.
Interment will immediately follow at Spring
Grove Cemetery. For complete obituary or
to leave online condolences, please visit:
Www.springgrove.org
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Although some theories have roots in reality, others are purely fantastical, looking for tea leaves in the numbers in Vice President Kamala Harris’s post-election
fundraising emails or the color of President Joe Biden’s tie when he met with President-elect Donald Trump.

The new election denialists

For some on the left, another Trump term is too difficult to accept. So they’re choosing not to.

BY TRiciA ROMANO Now, they are buoys in a surging sea of hard-to-swallow outcomes, as

each day brings news more horrifying than the next: Kash Patel, a man

irst, the voters noticed that women around the country seemed
to have woken up at 4 a.m. with a strange feeling. A vibe shift, if
you will. When they grabbed their phones, they saw the news:
Donald Trump would be president. Again.

They also noticed that many people in their mentions in TikTok
videos could not find proof that their votes had been counted or even
received. They thought: Why were so many states red for president but
blue downballot? Did Elon Musk’s Starlink satellites tamper with the
votes somehow?

Something didn’t seem right. The math, they said, “wasn’t mathing.”

On the heels of an unorthodox 2024 election season, there’s a new
brand of election denialism on the left. Appalled by the outcome — and
thrown for a loop by the speed of its conclusion — some Kamala Harris
supporters have clung to all manner of theories that the truth is being
hidden from them. Like the QAnon-obsessed insurrectionists who came
before them, they are seeking clues in photos, words, numbers, vibes,
even the stars.

If the news or the government wasn’t going to give them the answers
they sought, there were myriad psychics, mediums and astrologers to
turn to. Some had long been posting that they didn’t see a clear election

who believes in the “deep state,” tapped to be the director of the FBI;
Matt Gaetz, in, then out, as attorney general pick; a “compromised” Tulsi
Gabbard in charge of intelligence agencies; and just about anything
Musk is doing.

MSNBC’s and CNN'’s ratings have dropped drastically in the month
since the election, and liberal Americans are getting their news from
other sources. Cue the TikTok election denialism posts with captions
such as “Math That Just Doesn’t Math” (513K views), “It’s Not Over”
(224K), “My Vote Didn’t Count” (181K), “Stars ... Starlink” (388K) and
“Tinfoil Hat Time” (315K).

Although some of the theories have roots in reality — some people
had reported that their ballots went missing or believed that their
in-person votes were not recorded when they checked later — others are
purely fantastical, looking for tea leaves in the numbers in Harris’s
post-election fundraising emails or the color of President Joe Biden’s tie
when he met with Trump. (It was purple.)

For many on the left, another four years of Trump and the prospect of
Project 2025 becoming a reality are too much to accept. Some are
turning to large doses of “copium” (a portmanteau of “cope” and
“opium” popular on social media).

outcome or Trump ever taking office. Before the election, these sooth-

sayers were offering lifelines of hope. SEE ELECTION ON C2

THEATER REVIEW

How a play set in 1899 Vienna still speaks to us here and now

BY TREY GRAHAM

History sweeps up whole populations,
yes, and yet it’s uncountable individuals
who wander daily through it, absorbing
its incidents even as we often remain
blind to its implications. That’s one of the
profoundly sobering reminders on offer
in “Leopoldstadt,” Tom Stoppard’s richly
embroidered chronicle of a well-to-do
Vienna family and the shining city that
holds such endless promise for them — at
least as the play opens, there in the
halcyon days of 1899.

This is Vienna at its peak, where Sig-
mund Freud and Gustav Mahler socialize
with Arthur Schnitzler and Hugo von
Hofmannsthal, where the vast wealth of
empire is every day assuming physical
form in the palaces rising along the
Ringstrasse. Less than two decades later,
it will be a lost dream, wrecked by the
Great War and ripe for Adolf Hitler’s
Anschluss.

Among the casualties as Stoppard’s
half-century saga unspools at Shake-
speare Theatre Company: much of the
Merz family, revealed in a merry opening
tableau as the enviably cosmopolitan oc-
cupants of a chic art nouveau apartment
in the heart of the new monumental city.

Matriarch Emilia (an imposing Phyllis
Kay) and her merchant-prince son Her-
mann (Nael Nacer) preside over three

SEE THEATER REVIEW ON C2
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The cast of Shakespeare Theatre Company’s “Leopoldstadt,” about a well-to-do family in late 19th-century Vienna.

Family of
journalist
finds hope
in chaos

Austin Tice’s relatives call on
Biden, Trump to bring him
home after Syrian power shift

BY HERB SCRIBNER

The family of Austin Tice, an Ameri-
can journalist who went missing in Syria
in 2012, said Sunday that the Assad
regime’s fall in Syria has provided a new
opportunity to locate and bring home
the Marine veteran.

“We are eagerly anticipating seeing
Austin walk free,” his parents, Marc and
Debra Tice, said in a statement shared
with The Washington Post. “We are
asking anyone who can do so to please
assist Austin so he can safely return
home to his family”

Deposed Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad’s decades-long regime crumbled
over the weekend after the armed Islam-
ist group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham pushed
into the country’s capital city, Damascus.
Many Western leaders have called for a
peaceful transition of power and region-
al stability.

“In chaos, there is opportunity. And I
think for a lot of us, that’s really what
we’re focusing on right now,” said Aus-
tin’s sister Naomi Tice in a phone
interview. “There is so much that’s
happening in Syria, and this is such an
opportunity to bring Austin home.”

Austin’s specific whereabouts remain
unclear, the family said. “But there is so
much hope that this is going to be the
thing that finally brings him back to us,”
his sister said, adding, “We’re waiting
and seeing.”

President Joe Biden said at a news
conference Sunday that the White
House is monitoring the events in Syria,
as well the Americans still in the coun-
try, including Tice. “We remain commit-
ted to returning him to his family,” Biden
said.

“We believe he’s alive,” Biden said. “We
think we can get him back, but we have
no direct evidence to that yet, and Assad
should be held accountable.” Biden said
the United States had not identified
Tice’s location.

SEE TICE ON C3

ANALYSIS

Presidential
election may
have reshaped
Oscars season

BY JADA YUAN

NEW YORK — For the film world, the
Monday after Thanksgiving has typical-
ly served as the unofficial launch of
Oscars season.

It’s when Hollywood’s newest class of
rising and already risen stars gathers in
the chandelier-festooned former bank
building of Cipriani Wall Street for the
Gotham Awards, which has the vibe of a
huge, joyous artistic family reunion.

This year, though, the mood felt more
akin to the first meeting of the resis-
tance.

Donald Trump’s name wasn’t men-
tioned from the stage, but there is no
doubt that his election has dramatically
shaken up the most wide-open Oscar
race we've seen in years, just as it has
shaken the core members of the film
industry, who largely lean left. (It’s hard
to argue against Republicans’ categori-
zation of Hollywood as liberal elites
when George Clooney can write an
op-ed in the New York Times and
dramatically influence President Joe
Biden’s decision to step aside in the 2024
campaign. When I asked an Academy
member — who can’t be named because
... showbiz — about the state of the race,
they replied: “What race?! It happened
and we lost! Oh, you mean the other
race.”)

All season, Oscar prognosticators
have talked about this being a down year
with a dearth of contenders. Could we
really fill out all the best picture slots?
Would they all be tiny movies from
international film festivals because
American production was so curtailed
last year because of the screen actors
and writers guild strikes? But end-of-
year blockbuster entries and the total
vibe shift after the election have sudden-

SEE ANALYSIS ON C3
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Election denialism
has swung to the left

ELECTION FROM C1

fter Karen Clark, 49, began
A posting about her disap-

pointment in the election
outcome, she heard from many
people who told her, “No, my vote
was never counted.” (She advises
they to go to their county election
board to double-check.)

“And all I said was: ‘You guys,
something is not right. I don’t feel
right about this. It doesn’t seem
right to me how this election was
called so soon. It doesn’t feel right
to me that Elon Musk is involved
with this.”

Asavolunteerin North Carolina,
she sawthe on-the-ground organiz-
ing and heard from people in other
states that turnout was strong for
Harris. “They were not worried
about turnout at all. At the risk of
sounding crazy, I think her turnout
was bigger.”

While the 2024 election denial-
ists aren’t arguing that the White
House is populated by reptilian hy-
brids eating babies, some of them
arelooking for hidden messages —
in Harris’s concession speech men-
tioningstars (stars, Starlink, get it?)
or her choice of playing Connect 4
in a photo that is supposed to ...
well, never mind.

Sandra Colton-Medici, 46, be-
gan posting about the election on
her second account. Her posts are
often coy response videos to com-
menters’ questions like: “Has any-
one explicitly come out and denied
the conspiracies flying around on
Kamala’s team, including her? I'm
tinfoil hatting.”

Colton-Medici is based in Los
Angeles and teaches English and
dance. (She was in the first season
ofthe TV competition show “So You
Think You Can Dance.”) “A lot of
what I'm doing on TikTok specifi-
cally is amplifying the questions
and amplifying specific things that
Ithink need to be pointed out,” she
said.

Astrologer Laurie Rivers, 55,
host of “The Awake Space Astrolo-
gy Podcast,” understands the ap-
peal of Easter eggs. In this case,
people are looking for clues for
what might really be happening
behind the scenes with the admin-
istration.

“I'think when people are desper-
ate, they’re going to look for signs.
Anything. Like, please let my coffee
grounds show me that this is not
going to be the reality,” said Rivers,
who has maintained since 2021
that Trump will not be president
“based on health reasons.”

Gia Prism, a 44-year-old medi-
um based out of Utah, posted about
her eerie 4.a.m awakening the day
after the election. She was sur-

prised to see an outpouring of re-
plies from women (and some men)
around the country who had simi-
lar experiences. Many had dreams
of a Harris victory party or inaugu-
ration, of electoral maps flipping
fromred to blue, of numbers invok-
ing the electoral college — which
didn’t align with the news when
they awoke.

Prism has maintained since be-
fore the election that Harris will
serve; she sees this as an incoming
of the “divine feminine” But after
her 4 a.m. post, her followers and
viewing numbers skyrocketed. She
had previously been operating, she
says, in her little niche corner of
SpiritualityTok. Now, she had a
new, larger audience of people des-
perately seeking solace or answers.
Her videos have several million
views combined.

“In all my years of being a spirit-
ual practitioner, I've never seen a
collective experience this wide-
spread,”’ she says.

Licensed professional counselor
Jeff Guenther, who goes by “Thera-
py Jeff” on social media, posted
that looking for alternative an-
swers to reality is a coping mecha-
nism. People are in the shock and
denial stage of grief.

“Your brain literally cannot ac-
cept it as reality;,” he said in a video.
“ . .Also,what feelsjust asrealistic,
there’s another timeline, another
parallel universe, where she won.”
The biggest reason for the denial,
he said, is “accepting this reality
means that you or your loved ones
could very well be in danger under
this administration.”

For Priya Hubbard, a reality tele-
vision producer in Los Angeles,
that’s tough to accept.

“I'm having a hard time getting
my head around these tech bros
having now entered the govern-
mentchat,” she said fromher home.
“And because of that, and because
of the potential of the [Affordable
Care Act] being taken away, I have
preexisting conditions that, if I
don’t have insurance, I will not
make it through Trump’s second
presidency. My father, whois recov-
ering from cancer, will not make it
through a second presidency.”

There’s at least some self-aware-
ness among left-wing voters that
they might seem a little delulu to
outsiders.

“You should be able to have a
little election denialism as a
treat,” joked TikTok creator
@lukefromohio. “Just a little.”

“I do look at the videos that peo-
ple post about the numbers where
they’re treating it like Taylor Swift,
and I'm like, ‘This is fun,” Hubbard
said. “This is like an hour that I can
spend and justignore the hellscape
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“You should be able to have a little election denialism as a treat,” one TikTok creator joked. “Just a little.”

thatis about to be.”

And she knows what her post-
election questioning looks like to
outsiders, even as she stays away
from psychic predictions and Eas-
ter eggs and sticks to facts. “I have
gotten hundreds of comments of
peoplessaying, ‘Yourebeingjustlike
QAnon, youre being just like the
insurrectionists, you're like in elec-
tion denial, you need to get your
mental health checked,” she says.

To self-soothe, she keeps spread-
sheets on the updated vote num-
bers, tracking anomalies. “I am go-
ing to hold out hope until Decem-
ber 17th, knowing full well that this
is probably real, but I personally
need, for my own mental health, to
ease intoreality,” she said, referring
to the date the electoral college
casts its ballots.

between the 2020 election

denialists and those emerg-
ing today is the lack of a central
leader, whether that is “Q” or
Trump.

Nobody inside the Democratic
Party is drumming up the idea that
the election was stolen or somehow
fraudulent. “The insurrection, Jan-
uary 6th and all the election denial
started in 2016,” Hubbard said.
Even back then, Trump was claim-
ing that he didn’t lose the popular
vote and that, if he lost any future
election, it was because it was
rigged.

“The insurrection was years in
the making of getting all these peo-
ple, the MAGA army, so aggravated

O ne of the biggest differences

that they would do anything that
was asked of them,” she said. “I'm
definitely not heading to the Capi-
tol to s—— in a senator’s office,” she
said, laughing.

Phil Elberg, a trial lawyer who
served as president of the Interna-
tional Cultic Studies Association,
says this lack of a central figure
means the phenomenon won’t
have verylonglegs.

“There’s no leader of this group.
There’s nobody of significance ar-
ticulating this. You'd have to go a
long way to convince me there’s any
kind of a political movement in the
absence of somebody particularly
significant, some influence articu-
lating this theory about any partic-
ular state or place,” he said.

“Ifyoutried to organize ademon-
stration of these people, if you got a
hundred people there, it would turn
very quickly into a party””

Still, some have seen people on
the left fall down the conspiracy
theory rabbit hole before. During
the coronavirus crisis, QAnon
merged with psychics and sign
seekers, giving momentum to a
phenomenon dubbed “conspiritu-
ality” by sociologists David Voas
and Charlotte Ward in 2011.

“The almost immediate overlap
with QAnon in those spaces was
horrifying to watch,” Prism said. “I
was under the belief that there’s no
dogma here, there’s no leaders.
We're all just kind of love and light,
doing our own thing.”

It’s a phenomenon that author
Naomi Klein observed in her 2023
bestseller, “Doppelganger,” which
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examines former feminist turned
Steve Bannon associate Naomi
Wolf’s slide into what Klein dubs
the “mirror world.”

Though some political experts
explain this blurring of left and
right by way of the horseshoe theo-
ry (in which extremes on both sides
seem to meet), Klein sees it as “a
diagonal line,” sliding from the
green left to conspiracist right.
(See: Robert F. Kennedy Jr., a
staunch environmentalist turned
anti-vaccine proponent and Trump
pick to lead the Department of
Health and Human Services.)

But this iteration is different. “I
think this is more grounded in ac-
tual reality in that we have this
convicted felon who’s trying to take
the highest office in the land and
we'’re p—ed about it,” Prism said.

During the covid-QAnon cross-
over, many left-leaning voters got
folded into the Republican Party
tent. For these Harris supporters,
that is not an option. Some of those
interviewed have urged their view-
ers to get more involved in politics
atthelocal level.

Already, there’s pushback on-
line. One woman jokingly tore off
her tinfoil hat when the astrologi-
cally important dates passed with-
out amajor announcement.

Others, like content -creator
Erynn Chambers, are speaking out
plainly. “I'm going to hold your
hand when I say this,” she said in
one video: “Nothing is going on
behind the scenes.”

Chambers, who became active
posting on social media during

JABIN BOTSFORD/THE WASHINGTON POST

Black Lives Matter protests, was
notshocked that Harrislost. Cham-
bers said she didn’t think Harris’s
messages were effective enough in
differentiating herself from Trump.
Most of the misinformation mak-
ing the rounds was due to a simple
misunderstanding of basicelection
rules. The 2020 election took lon-
ger because of the pandemic and
mail-in ballots.

“I think a lot of people expected
things to maybe take a while to be
definitive,” she said. “I just think
people were reading into normal
parts of the electoral process as if
they were a conspiracy.”

“There is this sort of idea that a
lot of people on the left hold that,
like, ‘Oh, we’re the smart ones, so
we don’t have to investigate our
biases or, you know, pay more at-
tention to where were getting our
information.”

The astrologically meaningful
dates have mostly passed, the elec-
toral college will vote on Dec. 17,
and even if there were any election
malfeasance, the new Trump ad-
ministration is hardly going to in-
vestigate itself.

So Prism has been holding on-
line meditation circles for the peo-
ple ofher4-a.m. club.

It’s all about helping disappoint-
ed voters heal, said Jennifer Lisa
Vest,amedical intuitive and psychic
in Los Angeles who has also predict-
ed that Harris will be president. As
Vest sees it: “If the worst thing that
we are doing is giving people hope
when they should be in despair — I
don’t think that’s abad thing.”

‘Leopoldstadt’ is smaller but affecting

THEATER REVIEW FROM C1

generations and two branches
of family, distributing Sacher
torte and seasonal cheer while the
servants pass libations and the
grandkids decorate the Christmas
tree.

They are proudly and primarily
Austrians, these Merzes, inter-
married and assimilated and per-
fectly cozy in their position as
haut-bourgeois Jews, reveling in
their rise from cloth-peddlers to
patricians in under a century, jok-
ing about how they’re only put-
ting up the tree “for you little
Papists” (Hermann has convert-

ed, and the kids are a mixed-faith
bunch) but struggling at the same
time to remember when Passover
falls. They teach at the fabled
university, flirt with dashing Im-
perial dragoons and rub elbows
with the horsey Von Baers — and
as the action spins forward, first
to 1924 and the aftermath of one
global convulsion, then onward to
1938 and the eve of a second and
still more unthinkable one, the
family’s confidence in an immi-
nent return to sanity and the
irreversible march of liberalizing
progress is first stretched and
then utterly smashed.

Hermann, his mathematician

brother-in-law Ludwig (Firdous
Bamji), their other brothers-in-
law Ernst (Maboud Ebrahimza-
deh) and Kurt (Bamji again) and
their various broods — you’ll
struggle to keep track even with
the playbill’s handy family tree,
but then that’s part of Stoppard’s
melancholy point — will internal-
ize every incremental blow, living
through intensifying outrages
from social snubs to political
crackdowns to Kristallnacht, all
without ever quite comprehend-
ing that worse is always
around the corner. Only when Act
2 looks back on the carnage from
the perspective of 1955 and a re-

stored and rebuilding Austria
does the picture become wholly
clear.

“Leopoldstadt,” which won the
2023 Tony Award for best play on
Broadway, is a Tom Stoppard ad-
venture, with much of the delight
in intellectual acrobatics you’d
expect from the author of “Arca-
dia” and “Jumpers,” “The Real
Thing” and “Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are Dead.” There are
insoluble mathematical conun-
drums here, arch dream-analysis
parables there, and always the
sense that these are lives touched
by grace and taste and the cham-
pagne air of erudition. But as an
unmistakable personal account-
ing, a confession of complacency
and incuriosity from a thinker
who came only later in life to

understand his own family’s Ho-
locaust-era history, the play packs
a tremendous emotional wallop
too, not least in the homestretch
reckoning it requires of one of the
youngest Merzes — a character
clearly meant as a stand-in for its
creator.

Stoppard specialist and D.C.
native Carey Perloff steers the
luxuriously upholstered staging,
a co-production with Boston’s the
Huntington, where it played earli-
er this year. It’s an assured read-
ing, simultaneously intimate and
epic, even with a cast scaled down
to a more manageable 20-some-
thing from the London original’s
41, and at moments it takes on the
heft of an almost holy picture —
testament, perhaps, to the direc-
tor’s own family history in the

play’s milieu: Her mother, the
avant-garde poet Marjorie Perloff,
fled occupied Vienna as a child.

Celebratory and cautionary, ex-
pectant and exuberant in its con-
templation of a century’s hopes
and aspirations, hollow-eyed and
solemn as it assesses that same
century’s calamities and the pos-
sibility of their cyclic return, this
“Leopoldstadt” makes itself shat-
teringly relevant here and now, in
the battered, beating heart of an-
other storied empire — one that,
as Stoppard unmistakably sug-
gests, could likewise go either
way.

Leopoldstadt, through Dec. 29 at
Shakespeare Theatre Company’s
Harman Hall. About 3 hours including
intermission. shakespearetheatre.org.

Husband venls his road rage onlo his spouse in the car and refuses lo change

Adapted from an

online discussion.
\ Dear Carolyn:
My husband is a
competent driver.
As aresult, he
drives a bit
aggressively. In
the past five
years, I've really come to dislike
driving anywhere with him.
When someone does something
stupid, which is always the case,
he starts yelling and using foul
language in the car. I've told him
many times the other driver
can’t hear him. I don’t want to
hear one expletive after another
in a 10-minute ride.

This behavior has really
turned me off. And he won’t
change. I asked him numerous
times, and he just thinks I'm
overreacting.

Carolyn
Hax

— Passenger

Passenger: An angry, aggressive
driver is not a competent driver.
He may be skilled, but he is
distracted by others and
therefore dangerous.

Since this is a newish
development, there could be an
underlying health issue, even if

it’s just intensifying prior
tendencies. Depression can
present as anger, as can
cognitive decline, to name two.

Someone convinced he’s the
only competent admiral in a sea
of idiots has a roughly 0 percent
chance of admitting he’s a
problem, I get that — but a girl’s
gotta try.

And a spouse does, too: “I feel
unsafe. And you’re not making
bad drivers better. Stop
dismissing me.” You have that
tack, too — his negating you.
Urge him to get a health
workup, citing the uptick in
anger.

In the meantime, heed this
response in the original chat:
“Decline to be a passenger ...
when he is driving. You drive or
take separate cars. Maybe he will
take the message more
seriously.” Good luck.

Re: Passenger: My wife is an
aggressive driver — not angry,
but six lane changes in three
minutes. I would refuse to be her
passenger. BUT she is the
complete opposite as a
passenger and will literally
scream if the car 500 feet in
front of me taps its brakes.

I have refused to ride with
her.

Two cars is stupid and
expensive. Rideshare and taxis
are expensive and not reliable in
my city. 'm at a loss.

— Anonymous

Anonymous: Her behavior as
driver and passenger makes
“stupid and expensive” sound
smart and economical. Unless
she’s willing to get evaluated for
that anxiety problem she’s
apparently harbored for a while?
Please? Or you drive, she sits in
back.

Readers’ thoughts:

e That used to be me. Then I
admitted to myself I could be a
better driver if I anticipated
every dumb thing the other
driver could do. So if I expect
that guy to cut me off, then
either he does and I can pat
myself on the back for being the
better driver, or he doesn’t and I
can be pleasantly surprised. As a
side effect, it helps me focus on
the other drivers and my
situation better.

oI was having the same issues
as your husband. A while ago, I
offhandedly started watching
“bad driver” and “road rage”

B

=
{l

i
{E .

videos on YouTube, and believe
it or not, I totally adjusted how I
drive! The more you watch
them, the more you become
aware of the pointlessness of
driving aggressively and also
what leads to accidents. I now
drive 20 percent slower and get
amused as other “ragers” race
around me. See if he’ll watch
them with you!

ILLUSTRATION BY NICK GALIFIANAKIS FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

e None of you drives as well as
you think you do. So start being
more demanding with the driver
in your life who is making you
uncomfortable. I'm confident
they are even worse in an empty
car than an occupied one, and
when they inevitably hit and kill
someone, your life is going to be
thrown asunder. Worth 1,500
awkward conversations and

demands to keep that out of
your future.

Write to Carolyn Hax at
tellme@washpost.com. Get her
column delivered to your inbox each
morning at wapo.st/gethax.

@ Join the discussion live at noon
Fridays at washingtonpost.comy/live-
chats.
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“T'his is such an opportunity to bring Austin home’

TICE FROM C1

Tice’s family gathered for
prayer at a service on Sunday
morning at St. John’s Church,
Lafayette Square in D.C. Accord-
ing to a representative, the fam-
ily wished to spread awareness
about Tice’s disappearance with-
in the congregation.

The Tice family also called on
both Biden and President-elect
Donald Trump to use whatever
tools necessary to help bring
Austin home, according to a
representative of the family, who
declined to say whether the fam-
ily spoke with Biden or Trump on
Sunday.

“We’re not foreign policy ex-
perts. Were not Middle East
experts,” said Austin’s younger
brother, Jacob Tice. “We’re just
American citizens. We’re just a
family of Americans. So we are
asking that they exercise their

best judgment in taking the ap-
propriate actions to bring Austin
home as soon as possible.”

Mouaz Moustafa, executive di-
rector of the Syrian Emergency
Task Force, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that advocates for civility in
Syria, said on CBS’s “Face the
Nation” Sunday morning that
rebel groups are working to find
Tice.

“The first thing that we are
working really hard — and I can
tell you, all the rebel factions are
working really hard — to do is
find Austin Tice and hopefully
bring him home,” Moustafa said.
“ ..He’s ahero. He went to cover
the plight of the Syrian people
from what Assad, Iran and Rus-
sia have been doing to them. And
God willing, we bring him home
alive, but we need to find him
and bring him to his mom, no
matter what. And the Syrians
owe him a debt forever.”

Tice, who had contributed to
The Post, was abducted while
reporting on the civil war in Syria
on Aug. 14, 2012. Video footage
surfaced months later showing
him blindfolded and held up by
men holding assault rifles.

The White House has main-
tained that the Syrian govern-
ment was holding Tice, but Syria
has long denied the claims.

“We know with certainty that
he has been held by the Govern-
ment of Syria,” Biden said in an
August 2022 statement. “We
have repeatedly asked the gov-
ernment of Syria to work with us
so that we can bring Austin
home.”

Questions about Tice’s where-
abouts resurfaced last week, as
rebels moved in on the Syrian
capital. On Friday, the family
held at a news conference at the
National Press Club in Washing-
ton.

Tice’s mother, Debra, said that
a “significant source” had said
that her son is alive.

“We have from a significant
source that has already been
vetted all over our government:
Austin Tice is alive. Austin Tice
[is being] treated well. And there
is no doubt about that,” she said.

“He is being cared for and he is
well — we do know that,” she
said.

It is unclear whether Assad’s
fall will lead to Tice’s release.

Jason Rezaian, the director of
press freedom initiatives at The
Post, recently launched the Press
Freedom Center with Bill McCa-
rren, director of the Press Free-
dom Center at the National Press
Club, which aims to advocate for
the release of detained journal-
ists such as Tice.

Rezaian, a former Tehran bu-
reau chief for The Post, was
imprisoned beginning in 2014 in

JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP

Meagan Malone speaks about her brother Austin Tice, as brother
Jacob Tice, center, and his wife, Cassie Fastabend, listen on Friday.

Iran on charges of espionage for
544 days. He said moments like
the Assad regime’s crumbling
can matter in the search for
missing journalists.

“This 48 hours is, in many
ways, would be hard to argue

from a public point of view the
most consequential moment in
the 12-plus years that Austin has
been detained,” Rezaian said.

Michelle Boorstein contributed to
this report.

Alter Trump’s victory, Oscar voters look toward feel-good escapism

ANALYSIS FROM C1

ly made things interesting.

Feel-good movies with mes-
sages of tolerance and redemp-
tion, such as “Wicked,” with its
two powerhouse superstars
(Cynthia Erivo and Ariana
Grande) singing about accep-
tance and forgiveness, and “Sing
Sing” (an A24 film about a prison
theater program with a cast that
includes formerly incarcerated
actors who are real graduates of
the program), are on the rise,
while violent spectacles such as
“Gladiator II” seem to have taken
a dive.

The first flurry of awards of
the long trek to the Oscars cer-
emony on March 2 was an-
nounced against a week of re-
markably chaotic news. The
Gothams — which named A24’s
droll comedy about warped
beauty standards, “A Different
Man,” as best feature — took
place in the wake of Biden par-
doning his son Hunter.

The next day, the New York
Film Critics Circle met in a
closed-door ceremony many
have compared to the papal
voting process in best picture
contender “Conclave” — naming
“The Brutalist” its top feature, as
South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol declared martial law
and opposition lawmakers
climbed the walls into the Na-
tional Assembly to vote it down.

On Wednesday, “Anora” and “I
Saw the TV Glow” got six Inde-
pendent Spirit Award nomina-
tions each, and “Wicked” was
named the National Board of
Review’s top film of the year.
Meanwhile, activists were gath-
ered on the steps of the Supreme
Court to protest the possible ban
of transgender care for minors; a
manhunt was underway for the
killer of UnitedHealthcare CEO
Brian Thompson; and bitcoin’s
value soared above $100,000 in a
surge tied to Trump’s victory.

And on Thursday, as the Amer-
ican Film Institute named its top
10 films — a list that is highly
predictive of best picture nomi-
nees — Pete Hegseth scrambled
for Senate votes in a bid to
become Trump’s defense secre-
tary.

Judging from the deluge that
got announced last week, the
race could go six (or seven!)
different ways.

The Spirit Award nominations
were all over the place, but it’s a
ceremony that often predicts
what the Academy will pick from
non-studio entries, which bodes
well for one of the two most-
nominated films, “Anora” —
which earlier this year won the
Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film
Festival.

The Dbiggest post-election
shake-up in the race is probably
the ascendancy of “Wicked.” Os-
car voters reeling from a Trump
win seem ready for escapism,

and eager to see two very talent-
ed musical theater nerds do their
thing. But there’s also an unex-
pectedly robust thematic reso-
nance, too, about the pain of
being othered and the beauty of
acceptance. In a shocker, NBR
gave “Wicked” best feature, best
director, and a spotlight award
for Erivo and Grande’s “creative
collaboration.”

Meanwhile, the Gothams rein-
vigorated Oscar hopes for “Sing
Sing,” which had hit theaters this
summer with little fanfare and
much criticism of A24’s distribu-
tion strategy.

“Let’s keep doing the work, the
work that really matters, that
makes a difference. That’s what
we can really do right now. That
can be the light in the darkness,”
said Colman Domingo, the sole
name actor in “Sing Sing,” play-
ing a prisoner who maintains his
innocence.

His gist was clear in the room,
which rose to its feet every time
“Sing Sing” was honored. It took
home the preannounced social
justice tribute award, plus (in
gender-neutral categories) the
lead acting award for Domingo
and outstanding supporting per-
formance for Clarence “Divine
Eye” Maclin, who served a 17-
year sentence for robbery in Sing
Sing, where he found purpose
acting in Shakespeare plays.

The day after the Gothams, the
company announced that the
film would be rereleased in thea-
ters on Jan. 17, the day Oscar
nominations are announced.

As Maclin spoke about the
men with him onstage, he refer-
enced how his castmate Jon-
Adrian “JJ” Velazquez had been
formally exonerated on Sept. 30
after 23 years in prison for a
crime he didn’t commit. With
tears in his eyes, another former-
ly incarcerated actor, Sean
“Dino” Johnson, told the room,
“We'’re living proof that no mat-
ter where you start, you should
always be able to dream of where
you can go and be.”

And with that, this tiny feel-
good prison movie that had been
flying under the radar now
seems poised for a “CODA”-esque
run toward a best picture nod.
Little-cast-that-could. Heartfelt
message of art as salvation. The
chance to see rehabilitated men
of color become advocates for the
arts and live their best lives
among the likes of Zendaya and
Timothée Chalamet.

night and week, the specter
of OUR CHANGING
WORLD and THE TIMES WE
NOW LIVE IN seemed potent.
Take Sebastian Stan. A month
before the election, there was
talk that he could get a best actor
nod for playing a young Donald
Trump in “The Apprentice,” but
his chances felt dead in the water
the minute Trump won. Then,

I jlsewhere throughout the

last week, he got a Spirit nomina-
tion for “The Apprentice.” Will
the Academy follow suit? Or
perhaps reward his performance
in “A Different Man,” as a way of
recognizing his work on both
films, while avoiding any men-
tion of 45 and 47?

Accepting her performance
tribute honor at the Gothams, a
radiant Angelina Jolie — a close-
to-sure-thing best actress nomi-
nee for playing opera singer
Maria Callas in “Maria” — paid
tribute to her mother, who was
such an advocate of literature
that she kept books inside the
oven due to lack of shelf space in
their tiny apartment. She dedi-
cated her award to “all those who
teach and inspire art in others,”
and she spoke of art as a conduit
for people to laugh together and
to understand each other. “And
that’s why it’s so important that
art is taught in our schools, and
so concerning that many of those
programs are being reduced,” she
said, to applause.

That night also saw Vera Drew,
winner of breakthrough director
for “The People’s Joker,” confess
that seeing Nicole Kidman —
another best actress contender
for “Babygirl” — in “Batman
Forever” in a theater in Wiscon-
sin when she was 6 was the
moment Drew knew she was
trans. Kidman screamed and
raised her hands in the air in
enthusiastic affirmation.

Tuesday, studios took advan-
tage of everyone being in town
for the Gothams and threw one
of the most packed nights for
movie events the city has seen all
year. The hope is to stay fresh in
Academy members’ minds as
they head toward the holiday
break — and barrel toward
Trump’s inauguration.

At the Museum of Modern Art,
the heretofore best picture front-
runner, “Anora,” was screening,
with director Sean Baker and
star Mikey Madison in tow (both
high on the list for predicted best
director and best actress nods,
respectively). Also in Midtown,
at the Whitby Hotel, Patti Smith
came out to support best actor
hopeful Daniel Craig at a pre-
miere of yet another A24 film,
“Queer.”

Down in SoHo, at the Crosby
hotel, Karla Sofia Gascén was
tirelessly working the room full
of Academy members, including
directors Paul Schrader and
James Schamus, until nearly
midnight. She will possibly be
the first trans person ever nomi-
nated for an acting Oscar, for her
starring role in Netflix’s “Emilia
Pérez,” an audacious Spanish-
language musical from French
master Jacques Audiard about a
vicious cartel boss who transi-
tions to being a woman.

She’d done 35 six-minute in-
terviews that morning, and bare-
ly knew what city she was in,
having traveled from Los Ange-
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TOP: From left, Vanessa McDonnell, Aaron Schimberg, Adam Pearson, Gabriel Mayers, Sebastian
Stan and Mike Marino of “A Different Man” at the Gotham Awards in New York. ABOVE: Sean Baker,
left, and Mikey Madison attend a screening of “Anora” at the Museum of Modern Art.

les to Berlin to Rome to Madrid
to New York. She’d be heading for
London the next day. “The hall-
ways of the hotels are nice,” she
said, through an interpreter.

And across town, at Metro-
graph, an independent theater
with a bar on the Lower East
Side, Grande was hugging small
children and holding space for
Erivo at a screening of “Wicked”
attended by Blake Lively, Ryan
Reynolds and what looked like
all their kids, plus Lively’s moth-
er. (Lively wore bedazzled ruby
Mary Janes from Marc Jacobs
and carried a Chanel purse deco-
rated with embroidered pop-
pies.)

“It’s a lobbying opportunity,
right? And they spend millions
and millions of dollars,” said
actor Joe Pantoliano at the
“Wicked” screening. His friend
Anne Ramsey got him into the
Academy after they both played
cartoonish villains in “The Goo-
nies,” and right now, he likes
“Conclave” and is hoping June
Squibb and Richard Roundtree
get surprise acting nominations
for “Thelma.”

“It’s a machine, and, in the
end, it’s a big f---ing joke,” he
continued. “You spend 30 per-
cent of your budget, and you get
the [tax] write-off, everybody
gets to go to parties and all this

bulls---, and then, in the end, the
obvious movies get nominated.
Sometimes people vote from
their heart, but you know, the
Academy is becoming more auto-
cratic than democratic.”

Mostly, he’s looking forward to
catching up on all the movies and
tuning out “the end of democra-
cy,” he said. “As George Carlin
says, I'm just Kicking back and
waiting for the fireworks. And
they’re coming. Especially for
our world. It’'s all going to
change, and the manipulation of
the fascist government will de-
monize the creatives, because
creative people are the first that
they’re going to go after.”
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MSNBC The ReidOut (Live) With Jen Psaki (Live) |R. Maddow (Live) | Last Word (Live) 11th Hour
MTV Movie: Daddy's Home 2 %% (2017) (:20) Movie: The Other Guys %% (2010) D I:' I:' D l:] I:' D
Nat’l Geographic |Lost-Albert Lin Machu Picchu Movie: Sugarcane (2024) . 2nd Letter
Nickelodeon Movie [:45) Spon.. | SpongeB.. [SpongeB.. |Friends | Friends Friends | Friends Friends e Rrgne
NWSN On Balance (Live) Cuomo (Live) Dan Abrams (Live) Banfield (Live) Cuomo
Paramount Two and a |[Two and a [Movie: The Proposal % (2009) A woman pretends to Movie: The Proposal D El D D El D D ACROSS
Half Men [Half Men |be engaged to evade deportation. ** (2009) @ El CLUE ANSWER
Paramount+Sho (5:00) Movie: Saving |The Agency Lioness |(:50) Killing Eve (:35) The Agency RACK 4 1. Preacher's address RNMESO
Private Ryan (1998) PAR SCORE 145-155 FOUR RACK TOTAL _ B (Cortan DiVOt point HGNIE
Syfy (5:30) Movie: The Northman *** [Movie: Edge of Tomorrow %% (2014) A soldier in an Movie: BEST SCORE 236 TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 8 Cofe Bisance EATHR
(2022) alien war gets caught in a time loop. Nobody ... DIRECTIONS: Mzke & 2- to T-istter word from the letters. in each row. Add paints 7. Play RIFOCL
TBS Big Bang |Big Bang [Big Bang |[Big Bang |Big Bang |Big Bang | American [ American | American 0 ach dand, NG seoring direitions o ol EMA, .liec ot 0ot o Bk —
ToMm (6:00) Movie: Tarzan, [Movie: Father of the Bride *#%x [ (:45) Movie: All Night Long k%% (1962) Ofical SCRABBLE® Players Dictionary, th Editon.  SOLUTION TOMORROW CLUE ANSWER
the Ape Man (1981) [(1950) For more information on tournaments and clubs, email NASPA - North American SCRABBLE ;
TLC Last Resort 90 Day: The Last Resort | Last Resort | Sister Phapers Aosociston Woll rabibiepleyes . Mok our Wetrels - W sralpRITers o 1. Group of fish SLOHCO
- — — - — - puzzie inquiries contact scrgrams@gmail com 2. Livestock caretaker RCNHERA
INT (5:30) Mo_vle. National [Movie: Doctor Strange *** (2016) The Ancient One Movie: Godzilla vs. 1209 3, Covering all aspects LVEQORLA
Treasure: Book of Se...|introduces Dr. Stephen Strange to magic. Kong %% (2021) 4 Cirele RCCTAI
Travel (6:00) Mysteries- Unk. |Mysteries of the Unknown | Mysteries of the Unknown PREVIOUS SCRABBLEGRAMS SOLUTION R ) o
TruTV (6:00) Movie: Coach Carter *%% (2005) Evolve & F|Movie: Coach Carter x%% (2005) CLUE: He began his art training at age 13
- BONUS under painter Domenico Ghirlandaio,
TV Land Raymond |Raymond [Raymond |Raymond |Raymond |Raymond | Raymond |Raymond | King ....... RACK1= 64 VNN NTER e ey
TV One CosbySh.. |CosbySh.. |Fatal Attraction Fatal Attraction PAYBACK Attraction 70 L.].JL.] A JL.]. AN A
USA Network Law & Order: SVU WWE Monday Night RAW (Live) Based-Tr.. | Scare 9-1-1 Complets the crassword puzzla by looking st ke clies and
VH1 Hip Hop Hip Hop Hip Hop Movie: Think Like a Man (2012) 12 HGW 5O AZY (oot b pimnimsta S 8 sl o o
WNCS8 Paid Prog. |Paid Prog. | 7News at.. |Car Repair|SportsTalk | WorldNe.. | WILANe.. |Paid Prog. | National EATRE SR R P ;
e LEGENgD: Bold indicate!s oo p::)grams ' lHigh Definition l ] . . ] . [E1][E)] racka- 66 e s e i
Movie Ratings (from TMS) k%% Excellent % %% Good % Fair % Poor No stars: not rated PAR SCORE 150-160 TOTAL 212 Sand comenencs b TCA - A0, Granc dveniue, Chicage, lingis 80854 or DLHoyt@Hayt nteractivabadi com

‘ BIRTHDAY | DECEMBER 9:

' Even though you’re sensitive
4‘ and kind-hearted, you appear
to be confident and, at

times, austere. Your power is in the
understatement. This is a slower-
paced year. Take time to rejuvenate
your energies. Focus on business and
personal relationships and people who
have your back.

Moon Alert: Avoid shopping or big
decisions from 3:30 a.m. to 9 a.m.
today. After that, the Moon moves from
Pisces into Aries.

ARIES

(MARCH 21-APRIL 19).

Today the Moon is in your sign giving
you an edge over everyone. It will
energize you and help you to build
stronger relationships. You'll be
confident dealing with your kids. Go
after what you want today, because you
are fortunate.

TAURUS

(APRIL 20-MAY 20).

Today you can work behind the scenes
to make changes for the better,
especially with home and family. People
in authority will be impressed with your
style. This is an excellent time to wrap
up old business with loans, mortgages
and shared property.

GEMINI

(MAY 21-JUNE 20).

You are the wordsmith of the zodiac. In
discussions with friends, groups and
committees, you will be persuasive with
just the right tone. Not too much; not
too little. Travel plans and relations with
other countries look solid. (Of course,
ex-partners are back on the scene.)

CANCER
(JUNE 21-JULY 22).
Today you make a fantastic impression

HOROSCOPE

on everyone. You look confident and
enthusiastic because you have a
balanced, proactive approach to life.
('m impressed.) Financial discussions
will go well. Cope with delays and
mistakes at work due to Mercury
retrograde.

LEO

(JULY 23-AUG. 22).

Today you have the world by the tail!
Discussions about travel, publishing,
the media, medicine and the law will go
well. People want to support your ideas.
Do something different today! Travel to
get a change of scenery. Meanwhile, old
flames are back on the scene, or in your
dreams.

VIRGO

(AUG. 23-SEPT. 22).

This is an excellent day for discussions
about shared property and shared
responsibilities, which might arise
because family members you haven't
seen for a while are back on the scene.
Things will unfold in a positive way, so
it's OK to be optimistic.

LIBRA

(SEPT. 23-0CT. 22).

Dynamic discussions will take place
today with partners or friends. This
might include your involvement in a
group, especially related to the arts,
sports or children. Fortunately, you will
achieve the balance you want because
you have energy and drive, while at the
same time, you're willing to listen.

SCORPIO

(OCT. 23-NOV. 21).

This is a productive day. Get as much
done as possible, because you have
energy, drive and focus. This includes
making advances in your career or
making home improvements as well.
Service to others might be a theme
today. Don't hesitate to help, because

you will feel rewarded.

SAGITTARIUS

(NOV. 22-DEC. 21).

This is a playful, fun-loving day!

Your people skills are sharp. In fact,
you’re in such a good mood, you will
genuinely appreciate the beauty of

your surroundings. Travel plans might
be delayed or old plans might be
resurrected. Socialize with others today.
Enjoy yourself!

CAPRICORN

(DEC. 22-JAN. 19).

You can pull strings from home today.
In particular, your ability to balance
financial matters, pay bills, address
loans and see ways to boost your
income are excellent. Some of you
might buy something to beautify your
home. You have a sense of satisfaction
today about things coming together.

AQUARIUS

(JAN. 20-FEB. 18).

Your ability to communicate with

others and get things done today is
excellent. You know how to set your
armies marching! This is why you will
attract others to help you. Your ability
to smooth talk everyone will help you
teach, sell, market and persuade others
to your way of thinking.

PISCES

(FEB. 19-MARCH 20).

Money, bills and purchases are on
your mind today. You might want to
spend money related to your job or
your health. If you need permission or
approval, ask again, because this time
you might get the green light.

— Georgia Nicols
© 2024, KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, INC.

LA TIMES CROSSWORD

N-S VULNERABLE

NORTH

& KQ85

¥ KQ97

¢ A2

& KJ2
WEST (D) EAST
46 4 109732
v 32 Y4
4 KQ105 49643
® A10754 % Q8

SOUTH

o A4

¥ AJ10865

¢ 87

% 963
The bidding:
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Pass 1%  Pass 1v
Pass 49 Pass 6%¥()
All Pass

Opening lead — 4 K

IDGE

he hex is over, maybe,”
Unlucky Louie exulted.
“Harlow’s luck may have run out.”

Harlow the Halo is the luckiest
man in my club. His finesses always
win, and his errors never cost.
Meanwhile, Louie (according to him)
labors under a cloud of misfortune.

“We were both South in a team
match,” Louie said. “My partner
and | stopped at four hearts. | won
the diamond opening lead, drew
trumps, took three spades to pitch
my diamond loser and lost two
clubs.

“Harlow was South in the replay,”
Louie went on. “When North raised
his one-heart response to game,
Harlow pushed his luck and bid
slam. He lost the same two tricks
as me.”

Louie was lucky; Harlow can
make his slam. He wins the dia-
mond lead, draws trumps, discards
a diamond on the third spade and
ruffs a diamond. He leads a trump
to dummy and ruffs the last spade.

Harlow then leads a club ... and
puts up dummy’s king as the only
chance. (He can’t play West for the
A-Q; then West would have opened
the bidding.) Dummy’s king wins,
and when East wins the next club,
he is end-played.

DAILY QUESTION

You hold:

aKQ85¥YKQ97

¢A28KIJ2

You open one club, and your
partner responds one heart. North
in today’s deal raised to four hearts
with this hand. Do you agree with
that call?

ANSWER: | don’t. Four hearts
was an overbid, especially since
many players are apt to scrape up
a response with a light hand. North
should have had a bit more in high
cards or a source of tricks. He might
have held K5, KQ97,A2,AQJ4
2. As it was, a raise to three hearts
was enough.

— Frank Stewart
©2024, TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

ACROSS
1 Includesona
51-Down
4 DEA agent
8 Rowing team
12 Quaker _: big
name in cereal
14 Letter-shaped
ski lift
15 New Zealand
native
16 Disney princess
with a jealous
stepmother
18 “The Maltese
Falcon” actress
Mary
19 Synagogue scroll
20 Actor Danson
21 _ Island: The
Ocean State
22 Iron-deficient,
perhaps
24 Truly exhausted
26 Elphaba’s broom
in “Wicked,”
for one
__-Manuel
Miranda of
“Hamilton”
29 Word before
down or out
32 1980s president
Ronald
35 Nile snake
38 First line of a
nursery rhyme
about the cow
that jumped over
the moon
41 Silver deposit
42 Like radiator
pipes
43 Scent
44 Smitten Kitchen
blogger Perelman
45 Bingo kin
47 Competitive
countenance
52 Sweet denial
56 Rare Italian violin
57 Med. plan option
59 Taco topping
60 Skeleton pieces
61 Beginning
stages, and
what the starts
of 16-, 24-, 38-,
and 47-Across
literally are?
63 Noon
nourishment
64 Small, medium,
or large
65 Pedometer unit

28

By Renee Thomason

1 2 3 9 10 |11
12
16
19
22
35 |36 |37
50 54 |55
57 59
60 61
63 64
66 67
© 2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 12/9/24

66 The “E” of QED
67 Arduous journey
68 Some CGI beings

DOWN
1 _ Rica
2 Source material
for fan fiction
3 Big-box __
4 Utmost degree
5 “Isn't this all just
__much?”
6 Like books on
Goodreads
7 Guiding
principle
8 Redeem for
money
9 Piece in a model
helicopter kit
10 Go away
gradually
11 Full of energy
13 Up to one’s
eyeballs
15 “Shaken, not
stirred” cocktail
17 Fan noise
23 Spanish city
with Moorish
architecture
25 Make happy
27 Mani counterpart

29 Oneofa 39 Use arod and 50 “The Queen’s
journalist’s reel on a frozen Gambit” activity
five W's lake 51 Paperless

30 Above, in verse 40 Thingamajigs message

31 Pumpernickel 44 Pick up on 53 Make really
flour 46 Like a happy

33 100% busybody 54 So far

34 Many atechieor 47 Clark of classic 55 Speaks hoarsely
Trekkie Hollywood 58 Pasta that can

35 Do some sums 48 Love, in French be used to make

36 __-mo replay 49 Heaven-sent risotto

37 For each food 62 _ of lamb

SATURDAY’S LA TIMES SOLUTION
E|T|IC|E|T|C H{A|D|R|O|N
N[(O| I |D|E|A RIE|[L|I|E|V]|E
N[{O|R|M|A|L WIH|I|T|E|T|E[A
U[IN|C RIA|[P|I]|E]|R T|IA|R|T
I[S|A V|I|S|A|S I |R|E

AIM|E|IN|D|S C|P|L|U|S

SI(T|E|R|E|O PIA|IR|E|[N|T

OIN|E[(W|A|]Y|M|I|R[R|O|R|S

SIN|A|R|L]|S TIR|E|A|T]|S
E|S|P|Y|S S|E|E|S|T|O
D|I|P G|L|E|N]|S S|F|W
A|L|E|E R|A|T|E|D|G LIEIA
R|(E|D|D|E|A|T|H O|H[R|A|T|S
I[N|T|E|IN|S|E WIE|A|K|E|N
S|IT|IO|IN|E|S N|E|WI|E|S|T
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CLASSIC DOONESBURY

RED AND ROVER

GARRY TRUDEAU

PICKLES

ARE YoU WRITING A
CHRISTMAS CARD 7

WITH A BALLPOINT
PEN? THATS NOT

VERY ELEGANT,
"k\ \—/

BRIAN BASSET

HERE . USE MY
FOUNTAIN PEN. TS
MORE CLASSY.

BRIAN CRANE

IS FOR OUR
GARBAGE MAN. |
QoUBT HELLCARE.,

DAD, CAN WE PICK OUT SURE, BUT IT e/ =2
OUR CHRISTMAS TREE AFTER | WOULDN'T | WOULD é; fﬁg %,H‘T\g:f}-r T'M MAKING A D
YOU GET HOME FROMWORK | YOU RAHEER [ SURE CUT | | PIPE You'Re SMOKING 2 LIST OF POSSIBLE HAVE A GD-KART, A LOT OF DESIRES | MoM BUT T
g OMORROW? HaE p, (RSO ' CHRISTMAS GIFTS SPARKLY BALLERINA WHEN SHE(S | DON'T WRITE
— R — | SReE s | Passte [ FOR MY GRANDIA. SHOES AND AMORKEY |
| TREE THIS, | HASSLS ; . DRESSED LIKE Z0RRO. £~ ) 8 SHE'D BE
) R
Al
¢ ol k [NPassET
TOM THAVES WUMO MIKAEL WULFF & ANDERS MORGENTHALER
\ \ DS &7 N &
i X } It's b\;d luck to open " S The roof has b?en > - \9
PARENT-TEACHER N\ an umbrella inside the blown off, IJack.
ORGANIZATION] \ WGy ose Ny /
I$ THAT A e '
CONSPIRACY
- 129 e
‘-t.‘“__ ©Thaves/2024 dist. by Andrews McMeel Synd,
CLASSIC PEANUTS CHARLES SCHULZ  CRABGRASS
, SANTA WHAT DIDYOU | HE IS A TWISTED TVE HEARD OF KRAMPUS,
0L NPT L 0 oeie eora INUGH] BRI WSSV, | BERER
BOX OF 60LD STARS |1[TURNED OUT ALL RIGHT| | { SNOOPY DID WELL STAR ON ﬂ d LB B ht Al 4l s
IN MI55 TENURE'S FOR YOV, SIR... SITTING AT YOUR |
WASTEBASKET L : DESK TOO. His TEST! ONE THOUGHT...

W, SROCPY.COM

MARK TRAIL

(- DESTROYING

CHRISTMAS.

JULES RIVERA

THE
HEARING

OH, MAN, THAT'S OUR JUDGE ?
THERE GOES YOUR RIGHT
TO A SPEEDY TRIAL.

It takKes him
a week to walk
dowin the

Hall of Justice.

.
Ao .

LIO

2 2024 Mark TawlliTistr. by Andrews MeMeel Svnd!

[ = .
| MARK PACKS HIS BAGS I

ﬂ_

( THANKS FOR DRIVING ME AGAIN ON SUCH )
SHORT NOTICE. | FEEL LIKE ALL | EVER DO
1S ASK YOU FOR RIDES TO THE AIRPORT.

ARE YOU KIDDING?
MARK, YOU'RE
CUTE. I’M HAPPY TO

\_ BE YOUR DRIVER. |

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM

[ MY BOYFRIENP HAS
A BLACK BELT HE

) Erector Set
) Ay form of
M edn

@OT IN KARATE

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

SOpA SN "EIEIpLG B3R ULON A0 $E0Z O

DRAREE B
= ]

HE GOT IN

2824 Grimaary Inc DatriButed By Andrews McMeel Syadication

MINE HAS AN
ELASTIC BECT

WALMART

THE COUPLE THAT
DRIVES TOGETHER
THRIVES TOGETHER!

MIKE PETERS

HECTOR CANTU & CARLOS CASTELLANOS

UAVE YOU EVER READ
"Tue sEVEN DEADLY SINS"

=

::i]

GUESS WHAT THE
FIRST DEADLY
SIN 15 7

(©r024 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

HEY, NORA/
I'M WORKING
ON MY SOCTAL

£2024 Bakio Partnership/Dist. by Andrews Mchies! Syndication

DO I SOUND
SMARTER'?

§
:
- 2
L2t
™ B 7 %
1 H:::'.'i S g
it b= a‘-é i
BLONDIE DEAN YOUNG & JOHN MARSHALL FRANCESCO MARCIULIANO & JIM KEEFE
1 HAVE NO IDEA WHAT TO GET WELL, T WAS U] WHY'S Y| [BECAUSE I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT of
BLONDIE FOR CHRISTMAS j| | [ KINDA HOPING Y \THAT?/ | | TO GET TOOTSIE AND I NEED RO R e N
Dl THIS VEAR ) et | £ B YOU'D FIGURE /8y o S £ [DEAS! o 2l uP FOR THE UP LAST NIGHT.
] ;| ( IT OUT FAST ) S 12 [\ HOLIDAYS! TOWN SAID
&— Hlor\" ~ IF WE DIDN‘T
2 - : DECORATE THE
U £ Pg ) :
& h) g; hEd > : BY MIDNIGHT
ol I o3k I , 7 THEY'D DO IT
o o AR\ el ST M. | FOR US. GUESS
g : TR :
N \ ° S 29| § N \ ‘tﬁ&%@ z
BREWSTER ROCKIT: SPACE GUY! TIMRICKARD  SHERMAN'’S LAGOON JIM TOOMEY
ELF ON THE SHELF ELF ON THE FLOOR ERNEST, LAND THIS \B] 1 5E£ BY 7HE OWNERS : "SEAT BACK STRAIGHT,
_ THING NOW OR WE'RE Y|~ WaNUAL WE'RE IN A~ TERE S THE CHECKLIST EasTeN sear BELT,
ALL GONNA DIE! | STARLAB X-5 ORBITAL ST0W TRAY TABLE.."

£2024 Tribuna Content Agancy, LLC, All rights reserved 12/09

www.gocomics.com/brewstemockit - brewrockit@yahoo.com

| WORKING

OTHER PEOPLE®

PREDISPOSITION
TOWARP RUPENESS.

© 2024 Stephan PastsDist. by Androes Mchies! Syndicaton

A
-\ PISABILITY.  OTHERWISE.

STEPHAN PASTIS CURTIS
HEY RAT. 90 YOU THEN WHY | T WOULDBUTTVE | [ (" PLEASE RESPECT MY THATS | MY DISABLED )
EVER THINK YOURE DONT Y0U |FONE RESEARCH ON DISABILITY. ) i NoT | PARKING ol it oo
A GITTLE RUPE TO DO SOME- | IT. AND IT TURNS OUT PERMIT SAYS

THE THEORY OF
GRANITY...

SPACE STATION.

..AFTER SITTING

: UNDER A TREE AND

AN APPLE FELL AND
CLOCKED WIM ON
THE HEAD!

LANPING SEQUENCE. [

02024 Jen Toomey. Dist by Andréws Mchest Syndication

128

RAY BILLINGSLEY

THAT's A POPULAR
STORY,BUT 1 DON'T
THINK \T's TRUE

YOU MeAN SOMETHING
TAUGHTTO US IN
HISTORY COULD BE

ALIE?!
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MUTTS

PATRICK McDONNELL

I12-9 mutts.com

STEENZ

YOU SUHOULD COME
WITH ME NEXT TIME. \g
MY BIO MOM IS YOUR... |
HMMM. WELL, IF WE'RE |
STEPSISTERS, TUAT |
MEANS... SUE'S YOUR
STEPMOM?? I DON'T f]
KNOW. CALL HER

FRAZZ

IF MATH SEEMS
HARD BECAUSE (T%5
ToO ABSTRACT ..

ANY QUESTIONS?

GARFIELD

EVEN MONDAYS ARE
BETTER IN PECEMBER

© 2024 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

WHY ARE S0 MANY
STORY PROBLEMS
ABOUT TRAINS?

UP ON THE
TRACKS YOU
_| ARE LAYING
‘| POWN.

| AM PICKING

GOCOMICS COM/HEARTOFTUECITY

ZITS

HOWsS voUR

SOcCloLoGY
PAPER g

COMING?

JERRY SCOTT & JIM BORGMAN

ritacomics.com

JUDGE PARKER

fiN_PY, IF YOU'VE COME TO APOLOGIZE, FORGET IT-

CANDORVILLE

SHOW ME ONE

KID WHO HAS
ANY EXPERIENCE
WITH TRAWN
TRAVEL.

THE CHRONICLE OFFERED
ME MY OLD JOB BACK.
EVEN OFFEREP TO MAKE
ME THE OPINION PAGE
EDITOR.

ALLINEEDIS A
GOOD ENDING.

RIGHT AFTER I
THINK%Frﬂ r&;oop AT@LE%%T
& MAKING
PROGRESS.

i34 178 Pasrersbin: D by Hing Fasiorms

e

FRANCESCO MARCIULIANO & MIKE MANLEY

NO, IT'S TIME WE TALK.

MARCILLIANG
+ MY

2[2

|

(3133522 G145 Ta0N "IN 'SLVINIS YIRWY HLH 1000

THEY'D GIVE ME HEALTH
INSURANCE. A CORNER

OFFICE. A GUARANTEED

GALARY. A 40IK. TOCK

OPTIONS.

DARRIN BELL

BUT | THINK ID
RATHER HAVE MY
FREEDOM.

NO, | MEAN THE
CONTRACT BAID ‘6TOCK
OPTIONS ARE REVOKEP
IF EMPLOYEE FLEES TO
CANAPA"

BUY CANDORVILLE BOOKE @ WWW.CANDORVILLE.COM

"THE NEXT FOUR
YEARS GONNA BE WILD.

YOU'D RATHER KEEP
BEIN' YOUR OWN BOSS.

Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

==
JIM DAVSS 12-9

JIMDAVIS  BARNEY AND CLYDE WEINGARTENS & CLARK
Grandoa, [ Webster \ 5| Hes a robot AT dc?_ﬁ Dementia /T was overly |

uu‘nafs:PéL He does what you tell is a two sad agd? m

him. He can't run away T overly happy

STEVE KELLEY & JEFF PARKER

I GOT YOU A
TWO-WEEK ASSIGNMENT
FOR THE HOLIPAYS.

I PROMISED

you'p

110 PERCENT
EFFORT.

GIVE THEM THANKS:

SIMONE.

2008 Siave Relly & Jef Paries, D, by King Faalures Synicate, b

i2-g

I PIPN'T MENTION
THAT I MEANT
11 PERCENT PER DPAY...

PRICKLY CITY SCOTT STANTIS
1 KIND OF DONT SHTS| S 1 AGREAT i poes THIS 16
BUT KIND OF DO HONOR, BUT IT'5  WHAT DOBS POLITICS! oH
WANT TO SERVE ? g AL20 SERVING IN TELL YOU HEARTS AREN'T RIGHT...
IN HIS CABINET, HIS CABINET. ; INVOLVED!! ‘
WINSLOW, | E 8
: :
§ 5
: >
5
§ §
3 5

NON SEQUITUR

WY STRUEGLING
LAWNERS CAN'T
BANK ON
ONPATHY

PIET. BY AMDREWS: BREEL GRDIKATION.

NI.EVQW WILEY MK, TR (29

BIG NATE

WHAT'S GOING ON
WITH YoU BoYS?

t bignate.com

WHAT YoU NEED
IS AN ACTIVITY TO

YOUVE BEEN BRING YOU TOGETHER |FOR PIZZA
BICKERING ALL AS A TEAM! AFTER
PRACTICE! PRACTICE?

WILENIHK @ CARTWLTHE NET

LINCOLN PEIRCE

LIKE, YOU TAKE |
ALL OF US oUT

HOW

BouT_|(ALSO No.)
§[TACOS?
i GOOD

ON THE FASTRACK

AND 1 INGIST
ON_YOVR
APPROVAL!

| e
©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved

BEETLE BAILEY

WBBYE _ Wogg
/

7 T IHGR ,
\k@? Yoy, T))

V. AD THAT

WRAS THE
TIPPING
POINT.

ngdam.comfon-the-fastrack

E-mail: bholbrook1 @gmail.com

GREG, BRIAN & NEAL WALKER

I HAVEA
RIGHT TO
QUESTION
AUTHORITY

o024 Comicana, nc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

HERES THE ANSWER
TO YOUR QUESTION

I HAVEN'T
ASKED ITYET

FLASH GORDON

A SUB-CARRIER SPLITS THE
SURFACE OF THE WATER, CUTTING
TOWARD THE HAZY BEACH.

LOOSE PARTS

o5 & C ok ¥ 2053 i By Ceurtrgonst

THE LION MEN WAIT IN SILENCE.

AT ANY OTHER TIME, THE SIGHT
OF THAT STEEL FIN WOULD BE

. We live in 5-C.
C,an you keeP it
down 2 little?

copies of LP books 3t LoosePartsComic.com

14 Get this carfaon :lﬂn-l B framed § gt signed

THE PRELUDE TO AN ATTACK...

..FROM THE SHARK MEN.
,&_’ 1/ A S
B !

PR

saurra4 By g 2020

DAVE BLAZEK

7

I

uantoipuRG [as| o) smeapuly g 38

33|
}iU’UﬂZ‘_Jal\@EML‘M . *:xqg ane(] Mol

|

BABY BLUES

RICK KIRKMAN & JERRY SCOTT

THAT WAS
THE MOST
CONFUSING
HOLIPAY
PROGEAM
GVER. )

0K, 0K,

IT WASN'T AG
BAD AS THE
CPRING FLINGS
“DANCE OF TUE
MEERY
LUGWORM "

Oy, THAT
WAS WORSE,
BUT NOT

UEPE (OMES 20E.

NYOU
ShY SOMETUING CRUSUED
THE

EVEN MORE
POSITIVE.

SLOTH, BBy BLUES BROS Lc (T Y ANDEEWE MaMEQL SyNPIATION 12§

MY NIGTARE -

TWICE UPON BTWE..

FAMILY CIRCUS

Diat by King Fealires Sy
woww. iamdyciTus. com

“It's the 24-hour flu, so you’ll be up
in, let’s see ... exactly 14 hours.”

BIL KEANE
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“FILL ER UP, MOom. ITWWAS A LONG DAY!
MAN BE JUST LEAVE THE CARTON,T00."

REPLY ALL LITE DONNAA. LEWIS

| can't decide if I'm offended
that Mom volunteered us
to bring chips to dinner.

At least we didn't get
assigned the dip too.
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Jets 26 Falcons 21
Dolphins 32 Vikings 42

Saints 14 Panthers 16
Giants 11 Eagles 22

Raiders 13 Jaguars 10 Seahawks
Buccaneers 28 Titans 6 Cardinals

Bills 42 Bears 13
Rams 44 49ers 38

Chargers 17 Bengals 8:15 p.m.
Chiefs 19

Cowboys ABC, ESPN

$765M

Juan Soto, Mets
(2025 to 2039)

The biggest contracts, by total value, in MLB history

$700M

(2024 to 2033)

$426.oM

Mike Trout, Angels
(2019 to 2030)

Shohei Ohtani, Dodgers

(2021 t0 2032)

Source: Spotrac.com; specifics of Soto’s deal remain pending

I —

$365M

Mookie Betts, Dodgers

$360M

Aaron Judge, Yankees
(202310 2031)

SARAH STIER/GETTY IMAGES

Juan Soto, who helped the New York Yankees to the World Series in October, will join the crosstown rival New York Mets with the largest deal in baseball history.

Prodigious payday

Financial advice for Nals: The money
is there. The time lo spend. il is now.

Let’s preview the
H Washington
= ;} Nationals’
- appearance at this

‘ s j_ week’s MLB

winter meetings

arobust payroll to what might
be wedged between the Lerners’
couch cushions.

That’s an oversimplification.
But not by much. As the
Nationals prepare to add players

Barry thusly: They this offseason — note to
Svrluga should have been  ownership: You must add
— inthe mix for old players this offseason — let’s dig

friend Juan Soto to see whether
he might be interested in a
reunion and a run at another
World Series title. Instead,
they’re pinching pennies over
closer Kyle Finnegan and
whittling what — long ago — was

in.

Start with what the Nationals
have. Before you say, “a
promising young core,” replace
that with “extreme payroll
flexibility.” Patrick Corbin is off

SEE SVRLUGA ON D5

Soto, Mets agree to the bigdest deal
in MLB history: 15 years, $765 million

BY CHELSEA JANES

When the New York Mets made
clear they would be pursuing Juan
Soto, much of the baseball world
contemplated this scenario: Mets
owner Steve Cohen is willing to
spend without limit. Soto and his
agent, Scott Boras, seemed likely
to chase a historic deal. If Soto’s
choice came down to dollars, the
Mets seemed like the favorites.

As it turned out, that’s exactly
how things played out. Soto
agreed to a 15-year, $765 million
contract with the Mets, the largest

deal in baseball history, a person
familiar with the situation con-
firmed to The Washington Post on
Sunday night.

ESPN reported the contract in-
cludes an opt-out after five sea-
sons, could end up being worth
more than $800 million and does
not include deferred money.
MLB.com noted the deal includes
a $75 million signing bonus.

Soto, who spent this past season
with the New York Yankees
and helped lead them to the
American League pennant, is a

SEE SOTO ON D5

Terrapins
fall short
of a tough
road upset

PURDUE 83,
MARYLAND 78

Defensive breakdowns,
Reese’s exit prove critical

BY GENE WANG

WEST LAFAYETTE, IND. — The
Maryland men played mostly
stout defense for more than
30 minutes Sunday afternoon
against eighth-ranked Purdue.
But breakdowns down the
stretch, combined with rugged
forward Julian Reese’s departure
after he fouled out, doomed the
Terrapins’ bid for a second
straight Quadrant 1 win.

The Terps’ 83-78 loss at Mackey
Arena ended their five-game win-
ning streak. Just four days earlier,
they had thumped Ohio State at
home in their Big Ten opener. The
difference this time was the Boil-
ermakers’ 10-0 run that produced
a 67-62 advantage with five min-
utes left.

The deficit grew to 77-67 with
two minutes to play, and the
closest the Terps (8-2, 1-1) came
from there was four points. Pur-
due (8-2, 1-1) made 4 of 5 free
throws in the final 20 seconds to
deal Maryland its second loss
against a ranked opponent; its
other came to then-No. 15 Mar-
quette, 78-74, on Nov. 15 in Col-
lege Park.

“This game reminded me a lot
of the Marquette game, the first
time we played in front of a big
crowd,” Maryland Coach Kevin
Willard said. “This was the first
road game for us as a team. What
I'm really excited about is when
they came at us in the second
half, we came back and retook
the lead. They're a really, really
good team. We're a really good
team.”

Derik Queen led the Terps with
game highs of 26 points and
12 rebounds for his fourth dou-
ble-double. The 6-foot-10 fresh-
man center shot 11 for 18 to pace
four Maryland players in double
figures. Junior point guard
Ja’Kobi Gillespie, who made 4 of 7
three-pointers, added 18 points.

Junior guard Braden Smith
scored 24 points for Purdue,
which was coming off an 81-70
loss at Penn State on Thursday.

SEE MARYLAND ON D5

St. Francis (Pa.) at Maryland
Dec. 17, 7:30 p.m., Big Ten Network

PRO BASKETBALL
Bilal Coulibaly impresses

offensively in the Wizards’
loss to the Grizzlies. p2

BASEBALL
The Hall of Fame’s classic

era committee picks Dave
Parker and Dick Allen. p2

PRO FOOTBALL

In Week 14, the Eagles
find a way, and the Bills’
winning streak ends. p3-4

Al last, we have a real brackel.
Now let’s build one even beller.

As a pacifier
during a volatile
time, the maiden
12-team College

Football Playoff

served the batty
J erry sport well
Brewer enough. The
— selection

committee did a decent job
working within a tournament
structure that tries, at the same
time, to be inclusive and bow to
the new megaconference caste
system.

It’s a wonky mission, for sure.
But now there’s a true playoff
with (limited) accessibility for
all, which is an upgrade over the
elitist four-team invitational that
mostly reinforced our laziest
assumptions. It took just 10 years

and the utter chaos of conference
realignment for all parties to try
harder.

Logic — or even what’s best for
college football — hasn’t been
the priority because there is
often a crisis to manage.
Navigating the selfish and greedy
waters takes precedence. At
present, this postseason model
placates some of the desire to
destruct every sacred fiber of the
sport. For that, we should be
relieved. However, it merely buys
alittle time to create something
truly representative of how the
game has changed.

This 12-team field is solid and
balanced, reflecting both the
national parity of the season and
the might of the reconstructed

SEE BREWER ON D6

LM OTERO/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kevin Jennings and SMU, the ACC runner-up with an 11-2 record,
secured the final open spot in the College Football Playoff field.

BY CHUCK CULPEPPER

One year after the inclusion of
Alabama in a four-team playoff
wreaked outcry, the exclusion of
Alabama from a 12-team playoff
piqued debate Sunday as the final
College Football Playoff rankings
went public. The Crimson Tide
program with a peerless eight
berths in the 10 playoffs of the
four-team era became the first of
the 12-team era to occupy the ach-
ing13th spotin consideration as it
lost out narrowly to an SMU up-
start few saw coming during the
training-camp wilds of summer.

Where the 13-member commit-
tee of 2023 saw a 12-1 Alabama as
inching past a 13-0 Florida State
for the No. 4 ranking based on
Alabama’s towering win over No. 1
Georgia in the SEC championship
game, Alabama’s superior

SMU makes the playofl field, keeping Alabama out

strength of schedule and Florida
State’s injured star quarterback,
the 13-member committee of 2024
faced a different puzzle. It noted a
9-3 Alabama’s superior strength
of schedule but also its dreadful
24-3 loss at a 6-6 Oklahoma on
Nov. 23, and it nodded toward an
11-2 SMU that lost early to BYU
but roared from there until a pho-
to finish of a loss to Clemson on
Saturday night in the ACC cham-
pionship game.

The seventh and final list of the
late fall translated into four first-
round games on campus sites —
and hallowed campus sites at
that: Notre Dame, Penn State, Tex-
as and Ohio State. No. 10 seed
Indiana (11-1) will visit No. 7 seed
Notre Dame (11-1) in an intrastate
occasion Friday, Dec. 20, before
three tussles on Saturday, Dec. 21:

SEE CFP ON D6
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THE DAY IN SPORTS

PRO BASKETBALL

Embiid scores 31 points
in return as 76ers win

Joel Embiid had 31 points and
12 rebounds in his return, Tyrese
Maxey got his first career triple-
double and the visiting
Philadelphia 76ers held on to beat
the Chicago Bulls, 108-100, on
Sunday.

Maxey finished with 25 points,
14 assists and 11 rebounds. Paul
George and Kelly Oubre Jr. each
scored 12 as the 76ers won for the
fourth time in five games.

Zach LaVine led Chicago with
30 points, and Nikola Vucevic
and Coby White each had 13 in
the Bulls’ second straight loss. ...

Giannis Antetkounmpo had
34 points, 11 rebounds and four
assists and the Milwaukee Bucks
snapped a two-game skid with a
118-113 win over the Brooklyn
Nets in New York.

HOCKEY

Bjorkstrand, Grubauer
lead Kraken to victory

Oliver Bjorkstrand had two
goals and two assists to help
Philipp Grubauer and the
visiting Seattle Kraken beat the
New York Rangers, 7-5.

Eeli Tolvanen had a goal and
two assists for Seattle, which
trailed 3-1 early in the second
period. Brandon Tanev, Vince
Dunn, Shane Wright and Yanni
Gourde also scored, and
Grubauer made 32 saves. ...

Brayden Point scored twice
and added two assists, and the
Tampa Bay Lightning edged the
host Vancouver Canucks, 4-2. ...

The Chicago Blackhawks
placed goaltender Petr Mrazek
on injured reserve with a left
groin injury.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Tigers take down
top-ranked Jayhawks

Tamar Bates had 29 points and
five steals to help Missouri beat
Hunter Dickinson and No. 1
Kansas, 76-67,in Columbia,
Missouri.

Mark Mitchell scored 17 points
in the Tigers’ first win over the
Jayhawks since a 74-71 victory on
Feb. 4,2012. Anthony Robinson IT
had 11 points and five steals for the
Tigers (8-1), and Josh Gray
grabbed a team-leading 10
rebounds. ...

Inlocal men’s games, Richmond
fell to 4-5 after losing to No. 2
Auburn (8-1), 98-54, in Auburn,
Alabama. Mikkel Tyne led the
Spiders with 16 points. Howard (3-
6) lost, 84-67, at No. 14 Cincinnati
(7-1). Blake Harper led the Bison
with 23 points and 10 rebounds. ...

In area women’s action, James
Madison (7-3) dropped its
matchup with No. 4 Texas (8-1), 93-
62, in Harrisonburg, Virginia;
Virginia Tech (7-3) lost to No. 8
Duke (9-2), 91-59, in Durham,
North Carolina; Virginia (6-5) lost
to Boston College (7-4), 72-57, at
John Paul Jones Arena; Howard
(5-5) fell to Hofstra (3-5), 55-52, in
Hempstead, New York; and
Richmond (9-1) defeated
Columbia (7-41), 85-76, in Glen
Allen, Virginia.

On top of the world

KEVIN C. COX/GETTY IMAGES

Scottie Scheffler captured the Hero World Challenge in Nassau, Bahamas, on Sunday and received the trophy with his family.

‘ SPOTLIGHT: BASEBALL ‘

Parker, Allen are elected to the Hall of Fame

BY RoNALD BLUuM

DALLAS — Having waited for the call
from Cooperstown for nearly three
decades, Dave Parker burst into tears
Sunday when he was elected to base-
ball’s Hall of Fame along with the late
Dick Allen.

“Yeah, I cried,” Parker said after
receiving the news from Hall chair Jane
Forbes Clark. “It only took a few min-
utes, because I don’t cry.”

Parker received 14 of 16 votes from the
classic era committee at the winter
meetings, and Allen got 13. A vote of 75
percent or more was needed for elec-
tion.

They will be inducted into the Hall in

along with players voted in by the
Baseball Writers’ Association of Ameri-
ca, whose balloting will be announced
on Jan. 21.

Tommy John was third with seven
votes on a committee that considered
candidates whose primary impact was
before 1980. Ken Boyer, Steve Garvey
and Luis Tiant each received less than
five votes, as did Negro Leaguers John
Donaldson and Vic Harris.

Nicknamed the Cobra, Parker hit .290
with 339 homers and 1,493 RBI for
Pittsburgh (1973-83), Cincinnati (1984~
87), Oakland (1988-89), Milwaukee
(1990), California (1991) and Toronto
(1991).

Allen, who died in 2020 at age 78, was

was nicknamed the Wampum Wham-
mer along with Crash — shortened from
Crash Helmet, which started when he
wore his helmet in the field to protect
himself from demanding Philadelphia
Phillies fans.

He hit .292 with 351 homers and 1,119
RBI from 1963 to 1977 for Philadelphia
(1963-69, 1975-76), St. Louis (1970), the
Los Angeles Dodgers (1971), Chicago
White Sox (1972-74) and Oakland (1977).

Known as Richie Allen with the
Phillies before asking to be referred to
as Dick for the rest of his career, Allen
was a seven-time all-star who was voted
the 1964 National League rookie of the
year and the 1972 American League
MVP.

Cooperstown, New York, on July 27 bornin Wampum, Pennsylvania, and he — Associated Press
TELEVISION AND RADIO
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Boilermakers make
Odom their new coach

The Purdue Boilermakers are
giving UNLV coach Barry Odom
a second chance to lead a Power
Four program.

Athletic Director Mike
Bobinski announced that he
hired the 48-year-old Odom to
replace Ryan Walters, who was
fired last week after compiling a
5-19 record in two seasons in West
Lafayette, Indiana. ...

Marshall coach Charles Huff
was hired for the same role at
Southern Mississippi a day after
the Thundering Herd won the
Sun Belt championship game.

Huff will go from the Sun Belt’s
best team to its worst. He replaces
‘Will Hall, who was fired in
October after a 1-6 start. The
Golden Eagles finished the season
1-11. ...

North Carolina State defensive
coordinator Tony Gibson was
named head coach at Marshall,
shortly after Huff’s hiring was
announced at Southern
Mississippi. ...

Navy will play Oklahoma in the
Armed Forces Bowl at Amon G.
Carter Stadium in Fort Worth on
Friday, Dec. 27 at 3 p.m.; Virginia
Tech will face Minnesota in the
Mayo Bowl at Bank of America
Stadium in Charlotte on Friday,
Jan. 3 at7:30 p.m.; and James
Madison will go up against
Western Kentucky in the Boca
Raton Bowl at FAU Stadium in
Florida on Wednesday, Dec. 18 at
5:30 p.m.

MISC.

Chelsea, Bournemouth
prevail in EPL play

In awild London derby,
Chelsea conceded twice in the
opening 11 minutes before
recovering brilliantly for a 4-3 win
at Tottenham.

Bournemouth scored in the
87th, and again in the fifth minute
of added-on time through to win
2-1at Ipswich.

Leicester staged a late recovery
to draw 2-2 at home to Brighton.

Arsenal drew 1-1 at Fulham. ...

Scottie Scheffler won the Hero
World Challenge with a 9-under-
par 63 to tie the tournament
record at Albany Golf Club in
Nassau, Bahamas, and win by six
shots. Scheffler, the first player
since Tiger Woods in 2009 to
spend an entire calendar year at
No. 1in the world, won for the
ninth time in 21 starts. ...

American golfer Johannes
Veerman claimed his second title
on the European tour after
winning the Nedbank Golf
Challenge at Gary Player Country
Club in Sun City, South Africa, by
one shot following a bogey on the
72nd hole by home favorite
Aldrich Potgieter. ...

Lando Norris ended McLaren’s
26-year wait for the Formula One
constructors’title as he won the
season-ending Abu Dhabi Grand
Prix in the United Arab Emirates.

Norris held on for the win with
Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz Jr. in
second and Charles Leclerc
surging up to third from 19th on
the grid.

— From news services

At the helm of the olfense, Coulibaly rises to the moment

GRIZZLIES 140,
WIZARDS 112

BY VARUN SHANKAR

For a brief stretch late in Sun-
day night’s first half, the Washing-
ton Wizards turned to Bilal Couli-
baly to pilot their offense. Again
and again, they gave him the ball.
And again and again, the second-
year guard rose to the occasion.

Coulibaly used that second
quarter, in which he had 12 points
and two assists, to emerge from a
multi-week slump. He finished
with 17 points on 6-for-13 shoot-
ing and was among the few posi-
tives for the Wizards, who lost,
140-112, to the Memphis Grizzlies
at Capital One Arena.

The Wizards (3-19) got 20
points apiece from big men Jonas
Valanciunas and Marvin Bagley
III. They shot just 6 for 32 (18.8
percent) from three-point range,
but Coulibaly made one long-
range attempt — his first in the
past five games — and beamed as
he backpedaled down the court.

“I needed that. It’s been a few
games. It’s been tough for me to
shoot the ball. ... I knew it was
going in because, as soon as I shot
the ball, it felt really good,” Couli-
baly said.

Jaren Jackson Jr. led Memphis,
which was without Ja Morant
(back soreness) and Desmond
Bane (left toe soreness) among

others, with 21 points. Seven play-
ers scored in double digits for the
Grizzlies (17-8).

The second-quarter stretch
highlighted Coulibaly’s burgeon-
ing potential as an on-ball cre-
ator. He started by whipping a
bounce pass to Bub Carrington in
the right corner. After the rookie
guard knocked down a three-
pointer, the two pointed at each

other in appreciation. Coulibaly
drove inside on the next two
possessions, finding Valanciunas
for a dunk on the first and rattling
in a floater on the second.

He also added a putback layup
and a pass to Valanciunas in the
post that led to a foul.

“I was feeling really good
[about the stretch] because they
were trying to change the defense

GEOFF BURKE/IMAGN IMAGES
Second-year guard Bilal Coulibaly had 17 points. He had not scored in double digits since Nov. 24.

every time, but it wasn’t work-
ing,” Coulibaly said. “... That’s
how I get my confidence back.”

While Coulibaly couldn’t con-
tinue his outburst in the second
half, the performance remained
notable because of his recent
struggles. He hadn’t scored in
double digits since Nov. 24 and
hadn’t made atleast six field goals
since Nov. 17.

Washington needed it on a
night when it didn’t have, among
others, Malcolm Brogdon (left
hamstring inflammation),
Kyshawn George and Corey
Kispert (left ankle sprains), Kyle
Kuzma (left rib sprain) and Alex
Sarr (lower back soreness). The
Wizards also got just nine points
from Jordan Poole, who attempt-
ed a season-low six field goals one
game after scoring 39 points in
the Wizards’ skid-snapping victo-
ry over the Denver Nuggets on
Saturday. Coach Brian Keefe said
the Grizzlies focused their de-
fense on Poole, employing what
he said was near a box-and-one
look.

Coulibaly added four assists,
five rebounds, a steal and a block.
Those parts of his game, Keefe
often pointed out amid the scor-
ing slump, never wavered even
when the shots weren’t falling. In
Saturday’s win, Coulibaly scored
just six points but had four offen-
sive rebounds, five assists, four
steals and three blocks.

If the 20-year-old can add con-
sistent scoring to his repertoire, it
would fulfill his desire to become
a two-way force.

“I want to be a good two-way
player. ... When it’s rough offen-
sively, I got to play good defense,”
he said. “It’s just mental.”

Here’s what else to know about
the Wizards’ loss:

Valanciunas impresses
Valanciunas’s 20-point, 14-re-

WIZARDS’ NEXT THREE

at Cleveland Cavaliers

Friday 7 Monumental

vs. Boston Celtics

Sunday 6 Monumental

vs. Charlotte Hornets

Dec. 19

7 Monumental

Radlio: WTEM (980 AM)
or WFED (1500 AM)

bound performance continued a
strong stretch. The 32-year-old
has notched three double-dou-
bles in his past four games and
has scored at least 13 points in
five of his past six.

The 265-pound center has fit
with Washington’s fast-paced
scheme: His pace (possessions
per 48 minutes) is the highest of
his career. Coincidentally, among
the few other times Valanciunas
played with similar speed came
when he was with the Grizzlies.

“We kind of play through him
at times. His passing ability, abili-
ty to find cutters — he’s [been] a
good stabilizer,” Keefe said.

His strong play and affordable
contract — his salary of roughly
$10 million per year is only guar-
anteed through the end of next
season — could make him attrac-
tive to ateam that needs rebound-
ing and a bruising interior pres-
ence at February’s trade deadline.
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Pittsburgh’s Ben Skowronek recovered a muffed punt by Cleveland in the fourth quarter, helping the Steelers avenge their loss to the Browns from last month and extend their AFC North lead to two games.

ELagles fly a bit low in viclory, bul the Buccaneers and Seahawks are soaring

The thrilling
On Thursday night
the NFL showdown
between the
QIEI)_%’\?)RE Detroit Lions and
Green Bay Packers

stole some luster from Week 14’s
Sunday slate. Who knew that the
Philadelphia Eagles and Carolina
Panthers could deliver just as
much drama? Here is what to
know.

Eagles hung on for dear life

For a fraction of a second,
rookie wide receiver Xavier
Legette held the shock of the
NFL season in his hands. He had
sprinted behind Darius Slay and
C.J. Gardner-Johnson, and Bryce
Young’s pass floated about
50 yards into his grasp. If he held
on, the Panthers would have
completed a 97-yard drive and
led the Eagles, a two-touchdown
favorite, with less than 90
seconds left.

The ball slipped through
Legette’s fingers, and a horrific
upset became a collective exhale
in Philadelphia. The Eagles
survived Young’s final, desperate
push and won, 22-16, to avoid a
humiliating end to their winning
streak and maintain contact
with Detroit in the race for the
NFC’s top seed.

The Eagles’ ninth consecutive
victory was surprisingly difficult,
but it revealed only minor cracks
in their 11-2 record. It’s not
shocking to seeateamona
dominant stretch look flat
against an also-ran. The primary
takeaway may be further
evidence that Young’s
revitalization is for real.

The close call, though, did
surface some mild concerns. The
Eagles’ inability to produce
explosive plays stood out — Jalen
Hurts threw for 108 yards, and
Philadelphia managed just two
gains of at least 20 yards. Slay
and Gardner-Johnson are key
veterans for Philadelphia’s
culture, but they are also the
clear weak points of
Philadelphia’s dominant
defense. (In Slay’s defense, he
also batted away a pass from
Adam Thielen on the game-
sealing incompletion.)

The most pressing issue may
be Kkicker Jake Elliott, who has
become the JV version of Justin
Tucker: a struggling mainstay
too ingrained to easily move on
from. Elliott missed a 52-yarder,
which made him O for 5 this
season on kicks from at least
50 yards. He also hooked an
extra point wide before an
offside call on Carolina gave him
areprieve. For a team whose
realistic Super Bowl hopes could
come down to a kick, that’s
troubling.

EMILEE CHINN/GETTY IMAGES

Cornerback Cooper DeJean broke up a pass intended for Carolina’s Xavier Legette and later helped Philadelphia’s defense stand tall.

The Bucs start with Mayfield

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers
rewarded Baker Mayfield with a
three-year, $100 million extension
last offseason after he led them to
the NFC South title and a playoff
victory over the Eagles. Mayfield
has proved his career resurgence
is not a one-year fluke.

Tampa Bay’s 28-13 victory over
the Las Vegas Raiders pushed the
team to 7-6 and, combined with
the Atlanta Falcons’loss at the
Minnesota Vikings, into the NFC
South lead. Mayfield threw for
295 yards and three touchdowns.
For the season, Mayfield ranks
fourth in passing yards and is tied
for third in touchdown passes.

Mayfield’s gunslinging
approach and rugged scrambling
have given the Buccaneers an
identity since they signed him off
the scrap heap before last season.
He only has been better this
season under new offensive
coordinator Liam Coen. His
competitiveness permeates the
franchise. The Bucs are the only
team to beat the Lions and one of
two to beat the Eagles. They also
took the Chiefs to overtime.

If the Bucs make the playoffs,
they can compete with anybody.

Vikings have the best WR duo
Sam Darnold built the best day

of his NFL career Sunday by
leaning on the best tandem of
wide receivers in the league. In
the Vikings’ 42-21 destruction of
the reeling Falcons, Justin
Jefferson (seven catches,
132 yards, two touchdowns) and
Jordan Addison (eight catches,
133 yards, three touchdowns)
combined for 15 catches,
265 yards and five touchdowns.
Atlanta’s defense could not
accomplish the reasonable task of
slowing down at least one of
them. But together, they are
nearly unstoppable against any
opponent. Jefferson, of course,
might be the best wideout in the
league. He scored his first
touchdown in nearly two months
Sunday and moved just ahead of
Cincinnati’s Ja’Marr Chase, who
plays Monday night, for the NFL
lead in receiving yards with 1,170.
Addison, a 2023 first-round
pick who won the Biletnikoff
Award in college, has punished
defenses when they shift
coverage toward Jefferson. His
pedigree and production suggest
he could be a No. 1 wideout on
most teams. Across from
Jefferson, he is a nightmare
thanks to his quickness, great
hands and knack for big plays.
Asthe Vikings improved to
11-2, Darnold passed for

347 yards. Their defense leads the
NFC in turnovers and picked off
Kirk Cousins twice. The Vikings
will have to go on the road in the
postseason if they can’t catch the
Lions, but they will be tough to
beat in January.

It’s clear: Steelers are elite

The longer the season goes, the
clearer it becomes that the
Pittsburgh Steelers belong on any
short list of potential Super Bowl
winners. They dominated the
Cleveland Browns, who under
Jameis Winston are much better
than their 3-10 record, in a 27-14
victory that pushed them to 10-3
and two games ahead of the
Baltimore Ravens in the AFC
North.

Pittsburgh has been expertly
designed by Mike Tomlin, who
should be the favorite for coach of
the year honors, to win games.
Entering Sunday night, only the
Bills had a better point
differential in the AFC than
Pittsburgh’s plus-85. The Steelers
lead the NFL in forced turnovers.
While that can be a volatile
statistic, it’s not an accident given
the Steelers’ personnel and
emphasis. “It’s not a lightning
strike,” defensive coordinator
Teryl Austin said this past week.
The Steelers instruct pass rushers

to swat at the ball as quarterbacks
throw. They set aside practice
time for turnover-focused drills,
including scooping rolling
footballs off the turf.

Offensive coordinator Arthur
Smith and quarterback Russell
Wilson have been perfect for each
other. Smith’s system uses the
running game as the foundation
and relies on a quarterback using
play-action, moving out of the
pocket and throwing deep, all of
which are among Wilson’s
strengths. Even without wideout
George Pickens to create big plays
and open space for others
Sunday, Wilson played efficiently
and mistake-free against a fierce
defensive line.

New York football is a wreck

The Jets and Giants deserve
credit for their creativity. In
wretched seasons for both New
York franchises, they continue to
find ways to reach new depths.

The Jets blew an eight-point,
fourth-quarter lead, moved back
ahead of the Miami Dolphins
with a last-minute field goal and
still went to overtime after
yielding a big kickoff return and
an ensuing field goal drive. Their
defense laid down on the first
possession of overtime and gave
up a touchdown that finalized a

32-26 loss to keep alive Miami’s
faint playoff hopes.

The Giants somehow overcame
Drew Lock’s attempt to commit
offensive football and drove to set
up a 35-yard field goal attempt on
what was essentially the game’s
final play. New Orleans tackle
Bryan Bresee hopped over the
line and blocked Graham Gano’s
Kkick, sealing a 14-11 win that kept
the Saints within shouting
distance in the NFC South.

Another week, another two
losses for the smoldering wreck
that is New York football. The Jets
and Giants are 5-21 combined, and
neither has won since November
began. The Kansas City Royals
have won more recently than the
Giants. The Jets have fired their
coach and their general manager,
and Brian Daboll and Joe Schoen
— who hold those jobs for the
Giants — may want to consult a
real estate agent.

The Giants at least have a silver
lining. They strengthened their
chances of landing the first pick
in next year’s draft. Not only did
they drop to 2-11, but the
Jacksonville Jaguars beat the
Tennessee Titans, 10-6, for their
third win. Only the Raiders also
have two victories, and the Giants
are ahead of them on tiebreakers
in the race to the bottom.

As for the Jets’ future outlook?
They, uh, have an Aaron Rodgers
Netflix documentary to watch.

Seahawks soar, Cardinals fall

The diametric trajectories of
the Seahawks and Cardinals
crossed paths in Seattle’s 30-18
steamrolling of host Arizona. The
Seahawks remained in first place
in the NFC West at 8-5. The
Cardinals, who controlled the
division less than a month ago,
lost their third straight and have
tumbled to the fringes of playoff
contention at 6-7.

His latest defeat continues the
unfortunate trend of Cardinals
quarterback Kyler Murray’s
career. Late in the season,
whatever the reason, his
effectiveness wanes. The
Cardinals are 22-16-1in games
Murray starts in Week 8 or
earlier. In games in Week 9 and
later with Murray starting, they
are 12-28, his one playoff
appearance included.

The Seahawks have
continuously improved under
first-year coach Mike Macdonald
and have emerged as a physically
imposing team. With running
back Kenneth Walker I1I out with
an injury, Zach Charbonnet ran
for 134-yards and two touchdowns
on 22 carries. Defensive lineman
Leonard Williams has been one of
the best defensive players in the
NFL and had another dominant
performance.
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Chiefs claim AFC West
with another walk-off

Matthew Wright kicked a
31-yard field goal that banked off
the left upright as time expired,
and the Kansas City Chiefs (12-1)
survived another close call,
beating the Los Angeles Chargers
(8-5),19-17, in Missouri on Sunday
night to win their ninth straight
AFC West title — two short of the
NFL record.

Patrick Mahomes led two-time
defending Super Bowl champion
Kansas City on a drive that took
4:35 to set up Wright’s fourth field
goal. It looked routine until the
ball clanged off the upright in the
latest narrow escape for the
Chiefs, who have 10 wins by a one-
score margin.

Kansas City led 13-0 at halftime
after Los Angeles punted on its
first six possessions, but Justin
Herbert and the Chargers woke
up in the second half, scoring on
all three of their drives. Cameron
Dicker’s 37-yard field goal put the
Chargers ahead 17-16.

Vikings vex Cousins
in sixth straight victory

Sam Darnold added yet
another highlight to his brilliant
first season with the Minnesota
Vikings (11-2), passing for
347 yards and five touchdowns —
both career highs — in a 42-21
victory over the Atlanta Falcons
(6-7) in Minneapolis.

Darnold passed for 250 yards
after halftime to help Minnesota
break a 21-all tie early in the
fourth quarter and win its sixth
straight. Jordan Addison had
eight catches for 133 yards and
three scores, and Justin Jefferson
racked up seven receptions for
132 yards and two touchdowns.

Kirk Cousins, who was booed
as he took the field, threw two
more interceptions in this
unhappy homecoming with
Atlanta, which has dropped four
straight to tumble out of first
place in the NFC South.

Barkley rolls as defense
steps up late for Eagles

Saquon Barkley rushed for
124:yards to break the franchise
single-season record, and the
Philadelphia Eagles (11-2) earned
their ninth straight win, 22-16
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Matthew Wright’s game-winning field goal deflected in off the left upright, giving the Chiefs their ninth straight AFC West title.

over the visiting Carolina
Panthers (3-10), to remain the
No. 2 team in the NFC.

Barkley’s consistent brilliance
aside — he now has 1,623 rushing
yards, surpassing LeSean McCoy’s
2013 total 0of 1,607 — Jalen Hurts
and Philadelphia slogged through
another rough offensive outing
and needed a late defensive stop
to seal the win.

Bryce Young gamely moved
Carolina downfield on the final
drive, but his final attempt on
fourth and nine was broken up by
Darius Slay.

Browns’ miscues help
Steelers avoid a sweep

Russell Wilson threw for
158 yards and two touchdowns,
Cameron Heyward recorded two
sacks, and the Pittsburgh Steelers
(10-3) capitalized on numerous

miscues by the Cleveland Browns
(3-10) for a 27-14 home win.

Two weeks after a messy
pratfall in the snow, Pittsburgh
overcame a slow start to avoid
being swept by Cleveland for the
first time since 1988 and moved
two games ahead of the idle
Baltimore Ravens for the AFC
North lead.

Two Jameis Winston
interceptions, two missed field
goals from inside 50 yards, a
muffed punt and several ill-time
penalties added up to the Browns
reaching double-digit losses for
the 18th time since the franchise
returned in 1999.

Seahawks solidify hold
on first in NFC West

Zach Charbonnet ran for a
career-high 134 yards and two
touchdowns, Geno Smith threw

for 233 yards and a score, and the
Seattle Seahawks (8-5) beat the
Arizona Cardinals (6-7), 30-18, on
the road in Glendale to stay atop
the NFC West.

Seattle won its fourth straight
and swept the season series from
Arizona. The Seahawks have won
seven in a row against their
division rival.

The Cardinals could have
moved into a share of first place
with a win. Instead, they have lost
three straight and are fading from
the playoff picture.

Mayfield, surging Bucs
move atop NFC South

Baker Mayfield threw for
295 yards and three touchdowns,
helping the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers (7-6) beat the Las
Vegas Raiders (2-11), 28-13, in
Tampa and take over sole

possession of first place in the
NFC South.

Jalen McMillan caught two
touchdown passes and Rachaad
White scored on a five-yard
reception and a three-yard run for
Tampa Bay, which pulled away in
the second half after Las Vegas
quarterback Aidan O’Connell was
carted off with a knee injury.

Three first-half turnovers by
Mayfield helped the Raiders stay
close, but the Bucs recovered to
earn their third straight win — all
over last-place teams.

49ers turn back clock
with a blowout of Bears

Brock Purdy threw for
325 yards and two touchdowns,
and the San Francisco 49ers (6-7)
bounced back from two blowout
losses to rout the Chicago Bears
(4-9), 38-13, in Santa Clara,

California, spoiling the debut of
interim coach Thomas Brown.

With several stars sidelined by
injuries, San Francisco had been
outscored by 53 points the past
two weeks in road losses that left
its playoff hopes teetering. But
the 49ers responded with a
performance more reminiscent of
the 2023 Super Bowl team,
handing Chicago its seventh
straight loss.

Dolphins tie score late,
then topple Jets in OT

Tua Tagovailoa threw a 10-yard
touchdown pass to Jonnu Smith
in overtime, and the Miami
Dolphins (6-7) overcame Aaron
Rodgers’s first 300-yard passing
game since 2021 for a 32-26 win in
Miami Gardens, Florida, that
eliminated the New York Jets
(3-10) from the playoff race.

Anders Carlson hit a go-ahead
field goal for New York with
52 seconds left, but a big kickoff
return by Malik Washington
helped Tagovailoa and Miami put
Jason Sanders in position for the
game-tying kick.

Bresee’s leaping block
lifts Saints over Giants

Bryan Bresee jumped over the
line to block a game-tying field
goal with 11 seconds left, and the
New Orleans Saints (5-8) held on
to top the New York Giants (2-11),
14-11, in East Rutherford, New
Jersey, after losing quarterback
Derek Carr to aleft hand injury.

After quarterback Drew Lock’s
two tries at a go-ahead
touchdown pass fell incomplete,
Graham Gano’s kick was a little
low, and New York couldn’t stop
Bresee from getting a hand on the
ball.

Jaguars win a slugfest
to end Titans’ chances

Tank Bigsby ran eight yards for
the game’s only touchdown with
6:46 left, and the Jacksonville
Jaguars (3-10) ended a five-game
skid and the slim playoff hopes of
the Tennessee Titans (3-10) with a
10-6 victory in Nashville.

Tennessee had two chances in
the final two minutes, but Will
Levis threw incomplete passes on
fourth down both times.

— Associated Press

STANDINGS

Stafford outduels Allen as Los Angeles takes thriller

NFC
EAST W LT PCT PF PA HOME AWAY AFC NFC DIV
y-Philadelphia 11 2 0 .846 342 234 510 610 400 720 3-00
Washington 8 50 615 376 296 520 330 320 530 220
Dallas 5 7 0 .417 248 339 150 420 220 350 310
N.Y. Giants 2 11 0 .154 194 293 070 240 120 190 050
SOUTH W LT PCT PF PA HOME AWAY AFC NFC DIV
Tampa Bay 7 6 0 .b38 363 309 340 420 130 630 220
Atlanta 6 7 0 .462 278 333 340 330 040 630 410
New Orleans 5 8 0 .385 290 292 340 240 130 450 230
Carolina 310 0 .231 233 388 250 150 140 260 130
NORTH W LT PCT PF PA HOME AWAY AFC NFC DIV
y-Detroit 12 1 0 923 417 234 610 600 400 810 400
Minnesota 11 2 0 .846 339 240 610 510 500 620 210
Green Bay 9 4 0 .692 349 274 520 420 500 440 130
Chicago 4 9 0 .308 254 278 430 060 230 260 030
WEST W LT PCT PF PA HOME AWAY AFC NFC DIV
Seattle 8 5 0 .615 302 283 340 510 410 440 320
L.A. Rams 7 6 0 538 298 332 430 330 220 450 210
Arizona 6 7 0 462 284 332 430 340 310 360 220
San Francisco 6 7 0 .462 308 308 430 240 220 450 130
AFC
EAST W LT PCT PF PA HOME AWAY AFC NFC DIV
z-Buffalo 10 3 0 .769 397 268 600 420 720 310 300
Miami 6 7 0 .462 264 292 430 240 540 130 320
N.Y. Jets 310 0 .231 251 300 240 160 360 040 130
New England 310 0 .231 221 307 150 250 270 130 130
SOUTH W LT PCT PF PA HOME AWAY AFC NFC DIV
Houston 8 5 0 .615 308 288 420 430 620 230 410
Indianapolis 6 7 0 .462 267 298 330 340 540 130 130
Jacksonville 310 0 .231 238 345 240 160 350 050 220
Tennessee 310 0 .231 227 342 150 250 350 050 120
NORTH W LT PCT PF PA HOME AWAY AFC NFC DIV
Pittsburgh 10 3 0 .769 323 238 510 520 720 310 310
Baltimore 8 5 0 .615 383 318 420 430 540 310 220
Cincinnati 4 8 0 .333 335 340 150 330 260 220 130
Cleveland 310 0 .231 232 335 240 160 350 050 220
WEST W LT PCT PF PA HOME AWAY AFC NFC DIV
z-Kansas City 12 1 0 923 308 252 700 510 710 500 500
L.A. Chargers 8 5 0 .615 277 207 420 430 540 310 220
Denver 5 0 .615 305 234 420 430 440 410 220
Las Vegas 2 11 0 .154 236 361 140 170 280 030 050
y-clinched playoff spot; z-clinched division
Thursday’s result Thursday’s game

at Detroit 34, Green Bay 31

Sunday’s results

Jacksonville 10, at Tennessee 6

at Miami 32, N.Y. Jets 26 (OT)

at Minnesota 42, Atlanta 21

New Orleans 14, at N.Y. Giants 11
at Philadelphia 22, Carolina 16

at Pittsburgh 27, Cleveland 14

at Tampa Bay 28, Las Vegas 13
Seattle 30, at Arizona 18

at L.A. Rams 44, Buffalo 42

at San Francisco 38, Chicago 13

at Kansas City 19, L.A. Chargers 17
Bye: Washington, Baltimore, Denver, Houston, Indian-
apolis, New England

Monday’s game
Cincinnati at Dallas, 8:15 p.m.

L.A. Rams at San Francisco, 8:15 p.m.

Sunday’s games

Washington at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Baltimore at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Cincinnati at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Dallas at Carolina, 1 p.m.

Kansas City at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Miami at Houston, 1 p.m.

N.Y. Jets at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at Detroit, 4:25 p.m.
Indianapolis at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
New England at Arizona, 4:25 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 4:25 p.m.
Tampa Bay at L.A. Chargers, 4:25 p.m.
Green Bay at Seattle, 8:20 p.m.

Next Monday’s games

Chicago at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Atlanta at Las Vegas, 8:30 p.m.

RAMS 44,
BILLS 42

BY GREG BEACHAM

INGLEWOOD, CALIF. — Matthew
Stafford and the Los Angeles
Rams had to pile up a veritable
mountain of points, yards and
time-of-possession  advantage
early on to give themselves a
chance against a ferocious
fourth-quarter rally and a histor-
ic six-touchdown performance
by Josh Allen.

Los Angeles just had enough
to hang on for a victory that
might change its season.

Stafford passed for 320 yards
and hit Puka Nacua for a 19-yard
touchdown with 1:54 to play, and
the Rams snapped the Buffalo
Bills’ seven-game winning streak
with a 44-42 victory Sunday.

Allen passed for 342 yards and
rushed for 82 yards. He became
the first player in NFL history
with three passing touchdowns
and three rushing touchdowns in
a game during his league-record
fifth career outing with at least
two of each. But it wasn’t enough
for Buffalo (10-3) to overcome its
17-point deficit entering the
fourth quarter.

“Josh Allen is an alien,” Los
Angeles Coach Sean McVay said.
“Some of the stuff that he can do
and the things that he can create,
we knew he was capable of that.
He’s shown that. That’s why he’s
as well respected and well re-
garded in this league as he is.

“But our guys made just
enough plays to be able to come
out on top.”

Allen capped his third long
touchdown drive of the fourth
quarter by scoring on a one-yard
dive with 1:00 left, but Ronnie
Rivers recovered the onside Kkick,
and the Rams ran out the clock
on their first win over the Bills
since 2012 and their first at home
since 1983.

This game was monumental
for both teams: They combined
for 902 yards of offense without a
turnover or a sack. Los Angeles
had the ball for 17 more minutes
and ran 18 more plays than
Buffalo — and the Rams needed
every bit of it to survive.

Nacua, who had 12 catches for
162 yards and also recorded his
first career rushing touchdown

ERIC THAYER/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Puka Nacua’s fourth-quarter touchdown helped the Rams earn their first win over the Bills since 2012.

in another monster game, called
it “fantastic being able to feel
like, man, this is what it feels like
when the Rams are moving and
connecting on all cylinders.”

Hunter Long returned a
blocked punt 22 yards for a
touchdown for Los Angeles (7-6),
which has won six of eight to stay
in the NFC West race. Kyren
Williams rushed for 87 yards and
two touchdowns as the Rams
moved above .500 for the first
time this season.

Allen and the Bills ran out of
time after they struggled
through the first three quarters,
which ended with Los Angeles
leading 38-21 before Buffalo
stirred from its post-division ti-
tle-clinching hangover.

“Hate losing,” Allen said. “If
you lose by two or lose by 100, it
doesn’t matter, you are still los-
ing. Offensively, we have to find
ways to score before and after
the half. We didn’t do our part.”

Allen dismissed his historic
six-touchdown performance: “I

have to make one more play than
they do. It was a total team loss
in three phases. We didn’t play
up to our standards.”

Ty Johnson and Khalil Shakir
caught long scoring passes for
the Bills, who became the first
NFL team to score six touch-
downs without a turnover in a
loss. Buffalo’s 42 points were the
most scored in defeat in fran-
chise history.

“They did a great job control-
ling the line of scrimmage on
both sides of the ball,” Bills
Coach Sean McDermott said.
“Defensively and special teams,
neither were good enough to
help us win this game.”

One week after securing the
AFC East title by trouncing the
San Francisco 49ers at home in
the snow, Buffalo got off to a
dismal start at SoFi Stadium,
giving up 24 points in the first
half and Cooper Kupp’s 17-yard
touchdown catch with 18 sec-
onds left in the third quarter.

“Obviously, offensively, what

those guys have been doing is
very impressive,” Kupp said.
“Seeing it firsthand, they’re a
really good football team, so we
needed everything we had as a
team today.”

Allen ran for a score early in
the fourth before the Bills forced
the Rams’ first punt. But after
Mack Hollins’s 21-yard touch-
down catch for Buffalo with 8:49
to play, Stafford led Los Angeles
on a clock-consuming 11-play
drive that included a gritty
11-yard pass to Tutu Atwell on
fourth and five with less than
four minutes remaining.

After Nacua’s catch-and-run
touchdown on a pick play, Bills
wide receiver Amari Cooper drew
a 34-yard pass interference penal-
ty against Quentin Lake on fourth
and 15. Two plays later, Buffalo
had first and goal at the 1 with
1:06 left — but Omar Speights
stuffed Allen on his first attempt,
forcing the Bills to burn a timeout
that ultimately cost them dearly.

— Associated Press
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Maryland falters late in loss at Purdue

MARYLAND FROM D1

Junior forward Trey Kaufman-
Renn added 21 points, including
15 in the second half on 7-for-10
shooting.

The Terps led 62-57 with 8:25
left on the heels of an 8-0 push
during which Queen made back-
to-back three-pointers. He had
missed all 10 of his three-point
attempts entering the game. And
Queen’s defensive responsibili-
ties expanded even more when
Reese fouled out with 6:25 to
play, 13 seconds after he reen-
tered the game. The 6-9 senior
forward finished with five points
and seven rebounds in 23 min-
utes.

“We were scrambling a lot,”
Queen said of playing without
Reese.

After Maryland claimed a
40-34 lead early in the second
half thanks to Reese’s tip-in, late
closeouts at the three-point arc
gave the Boilermakers, who en-
tered ranked first in the Big Ten
in three-point percentage, clean
looks during a 12-2 flurry that
compelled Willard to call a time-

out with 15:34 to play.

Queen picked up his second
foul in that ragged stretch but
responded by sinking a layup and
ajumper that tied the score at 46.
Fifth-year guard Selton Miguel
(13 points, four assists, three
rebounds) then got to the rim,
weaving through several defend-
ers, to give the Terps the lead at
48-46 with 13:47 remaining.

Maryland had used a late 9-4
burst to take a 36-31 lead into
halftime. Miguel got it started
with a three-pointer and added a
driving layup moments later.
Queen contributed a block and
two free throws. He also drew
boos after he directed words at
the student section following a
sequence in which he was fouled
while driving to the rim. Unboth-
ered by the environment, Queen
nearly posted a double-double by
halftime despite receiving much
of the Boilermakers’ defensive
attention.

“Queen’s fabulous,” Purdue
Coach Matt Painter said. “He can
pass at an elite level. He can
rebound at an elite level, and
then his ability to dribble, spin

and do stuff very, very uncanny —
you don’t see that a lot. He’s got a
bright future.”

A 7-0 first-half run by the
Boilermakers led to Willard us-
ing his first timeout with 12:40 to
play. The Terps’ sloppy ballhan-
dling helped the Boilermakers
open a five-point lead.

But following the stoppage,
Maryland emerged looking far
crisper, particularly in terms of
ball movement. In transition, for
instance, Gillespie sent a cross-
court pass to Miguel, who im-
mediately delivered the ball to
Rodney Rice (13 points) for a
three-pointer in front of the Boil-
ermakers’ bench. On the Terps’
next possession, Miguel collected
another assist when he passed to
Queen for a dunk. Other first-half
highlights for Queen included a
pass over two defenders to
Gillespie for a layup, the final
points before halftime.

“We’ve just got to lock in, take
care of the ball each possession,”
Gillespie said. “... We’re going to
rest and then come back hard,
working to get better on every-
thing.”

BARRY SVRLUGA

It's time for Nals lo buy some credibility

SVRLUGA FROM D1

the books. Stephen Strasburg is
still on them, despite his
retirement, but only for two
more seasons. The point: The
number of underperforming or
injured veterans soaking up
dollars on a team that was
rebuilding anyway is dwindling.
A burden is being lifted.

To demonstrate that, a quick
quiz: What current member of
the 2025 Nationals will cost the
most next season?

Stumped? Think it over a bit.
We’ll come back to it.

You know whom it would have
been? Finnegan, the 33-year-old
reliever whose 38 saves were
third in all of baseball last
summer. The right-hander was
entering his final year of
arbitration eligibility, and by
some estimates — we’ll use the
one from MLBTradeRumors.com
— he would have earned
$8.6 million in 2025.

Last month, the Nationals
“non-tendered” him — which is
front-office parlance for not
offering him a contract, which
makes him a free agent. To any
Nats fan pondering ticket
purchases as holiday gifts, the
reaction had to be, “Really?”

Here’s what’s defensible:
thinking $8.6 million is too
much for a back-end reliever
whose underlying stats —i.e., a
strikeout rate of 22.1 percent that
ranked 111th among relievers
with at least 50 innings pitched
— would indicate he’s not elite.
The Nationals made that
evaluation. Most of baseball
would have made that
evaluation. For a normal team
figuring out the puzzle of its
payroll, that part’s not crazy.

What'’s not defensible for
these Nationals at this time:
taking that money and not
spending it elsewhere.

That’s what’s important for
this Washington offseason:
showing a commitment from the
Lerner family ownership — or,
should that change, from a new
steward. (Hello, Mr. Leonsis!)

Not simply to spend money to
spend money but to make sound
baseball decisions that cost
money because that’s what
fielding a competitive team
requires. (You remember fielding
a competitive team, right,
Mark?)

Before we move on to Soto, a
final thought on Finnegan: If
you knew during the season that
non-tendering him was even a
remote possibility, how could
you not move him at the trade
deadline? The Nats made the
difficult decision to part with
fellow high-leverage reliever
Hunter Harvey and got a player
and a draft pick in return, a
move other execs said was an
impressive use of resources.
Even if Finnegan’s return
wouldn’t have brought as much,
it had to be better than ...
nothing.

Whatever. On to Soto.

Oh, wait. Before that: With
Finnegan gone, have you
guessed which current Nat
would make the most money
next season?

That would, at the moment, be
Keibert Ruiz, the catcher whose
.619 OPS last season ranked
166th of the 169 players with at
least 450 plate appearances.

Ruiz, who signed an eight-
year, $50 million pre-arbitration
extension with the Nationals
before the 2023 season, is due
$5.375 million in 2025, according
to Spotrac. He could be outdone
by Luis Garcia Jr., who is up for
arbitration and most projections
have worth between $4.5 million
and $5.5 million after a season in
which his .761 OPS ranked fourth
out of 22 second basemen with
at least 300 plate appearances.

The point isn’t that Ruiz’s
contract is bad — it doesn’t have
to be, because even if he’s not the
long- (or short-) term answer at
catcher, the deal will never
strangle the Nats financially.
(And if he eventually blossoms,
he’ll almost certainly be
underpaid — a steal for the club.)

The point is the Nationals are
paying no one. Their most

promising players — outfielders
James Wood and Dylan Crews,
shortstop CJ Abrams, pitchers
MacKenzie Gore and Jake Irvin
— are either not yet eligible for
arbitration or entering their first
year of that process. For the time
being, their salaries are
suppressed by the system. Take
advantage of that.

Given the situation, wouldn’t
it have made sense to sit down
with Soto and say: “Hey, Juan.
You know what it’s like here. You
know what it’s like to win here.
Let’s run it back?” Before he
agreed to a 15-year, $765 million
deal with the New York Mets.
Just to at least chat?

From a baseball standpoint,
there’s no argument against it.
He was the best free agent of the
past decade (non-Ohtani
division), and he might be the
best free agent of the coming
decade, too. That’s because his
combination of age (just 26) and
ability (career .421 on-base
percentage) is rare. We've
explored that ad nauseam.

Were there financial reasons
not to pursue Soto? Sure. It
seemed like the floor for a deal
was something like $600 million
over 15 seasons — $40 million
per year — and it wound up
being $51 million per year. That’s
a lot to allocate to one player,
particularly for a franchise that
doesn’t have the television and
gate receipts of Soto’s top
suitors.

And yet, to compete as they
once did, the Nationals will have
to spend. This is a pivotal
offseason to reestablish
themselves financially. The
World Series title now seems
eons ago. None of the players
remain. Since that final out in
2019, no franchise has lost more
games.

Rebuilding didn’t have to
mean bringing back Juan Soto.
But it can’t mean jettisoning
Kyle Finnegan and doing
nothing in return, either. The
winter meetings are upon us.
The time to add players is now.
‘What say you, Nationals?

Soto to join Mets for 15 years, $765M

SOTO FROM D1

once-in-a-generation offensive
talent who debuted at 19 and nev-
er stopped hitting. He has more
walks through his age-25 season
than any playerin history, 99 more
than the next closest player, an-
other ex-Yankee named Mickey
Mantle. Only eight players have
more home runs by 25, and all of
them are or will be Hall of Famers,
save Alex Rodriguez, who would
be a first-ballot selection had his
candidacy not been marred by
performance-enhancing drugs.

Rodriguez is one of the few free
agentsinthe past40years who are
comparable to Soto. He, like Soto,
hit free agency before most of his
peers, at 25 in 2000. He, like Soto,
employed Boras to represent him
in negotiations that came after
years of speculation about a po-
tential record-breaking deal.
More than two decades ago, the
Mets chased Rodriguez and lost
him. This time, they secured their
prize.

In Soto, the Mets get one of the
sport’s best middle-of-the-order
bats, a lefty to hit behind switch-
hitting Francisco Lindor, an an-
chor for a lineup that could lose
Pete Alonso to free agency now
that Cohen has committed a for-
tuneto Soto. Even with Alonso, the

Mets needed some additional
thump, something Soto brings un-
like few other players of this gen-
eration.

And while some players shrink
in New York, Soto shined. He
teamed with Aaron Judge to form
one of the sport’s most formidable
offensive duos, hitting.288 with 41
homers. He proved he not only
could handle the brightest lights
baseball has to offer but that he
could gain energy from them, and
he spent all of 2024: looking more
like the high-energy performer
the Washington Nationals saw in
his younger years than the more
sullen, less comfortable star the
San Diego Padres experienced
during his time with them.

Whether that comfort will
translate to the Mets remains tobe
seen, though people familiar with
Soto’s thinking insisted trust and
comfort would be key to his deci-
sion. He had those things in Wash-
ington before the Nationals trad-
ed him to San Diego, and he found
them again in New York, which
reportedly had offered him a
16-year contract worth $760 mil-
lion.

Soto’s massive deal validates
the most difficult decision of his
career to date — the choice to turn
down a $440 million extension
from the Nationals during the

2022 season. Turning that deal
down not only risked losing the
guarantee of a contract few play-
ers could dream of but also left the
Nationals with few options but to
trade him because they did not
believe they could afford to pay
more. Theydealthim to the Padres
that summer in a move that
stunned Soto and left him search-
ing for his footing until last offsea-
son, when San Diego sent him to
the Yankeesin atrade thatallowed
him to reaffirm his status as arare
big-stage performer.

The Mets play on the other side
of that New York stage — different
but no less scrutinized. Their fan
base is as desperate for October
glory as any in the sport. Their
owner makes promises as big as
any other.

Still, until this year’s magical run
to the National League Champion-
ship Series, the first few years of
Cohen’s free-spending tenure had
largely yielded disappointment —
so much so that Cohen backed off
spending before this past season to
restock adepleted farm system and
build a more financially sustain-
able roster. But franchise-altering
players such as Soto are not avail-
able very often, and no one knows
better than hedge-fund mogul Co-
hen that some investments are
worth the splurge.

Vikings 42, Falcons 21

ATLANTA 7 03 11 0 -2
MINNESOTA . 707 7 21 -4

FIRST QUARTER

Atlanta: Allgeier 6 run (Koo kick), 8:58.

Illlliznesota: Addison 49 pass from Darnold (Reichard
ick), :37.

SECOND QUARTER

Minnesota: Jefferson 12 pass from Darnold (Reichard
kick), 2:01.

Atlanta: FG Koo 20, :10.

THIRD QUARTER

Atlanta: FG Koo 29, 5:06.

Minnesota: Jefferson 52 pass from Darnold (Reichard
kick), 3:25.

Atlanta: B.Robinson 13 run (B.Robinson run), :39.

FOURTH QUARTER

Minnesota: Addison 11 pass from Darnold (Reichard
kick), 12:59.

Minnesota: Addison 6 pass from Darnold (Reichard
kick), 8:23.

Minnesota: A.Jones 15 run (Reichard kick), 3:38.
Attendance: 67,008.

ATL MIN
First Downs 23
Total Net Yards . 496 433
Rushes-Yards 32-158 24-115
Passing ...... ... 338 318
Punt Returns. . 111 0-0
Kickoff Returns . . 131 2-46
Interceptions Ret. ... 0 2-4
Comp-Att-Int .... 23-37-2 22-28-0
Sacked-Yards Lost . 4-29
Punts ... 2-51.0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0
Penalties-Yards 6-35
Time Of Possession 28:25

PASSING

Atlanta: Cousins 23-37-2-344.

Minnesota: Darnold 22-28-0-347.

RUSHING

Atlanta: Robinson 22-92, Allgeier 9-63, McCloud 1-3.
Minnesota: A.Jones 13-73, Akers 5-37, Darnold 4-7,
Mullens 2-(minus 2).

RECEIVING

Atlanta: McCloud 8-98, Mooney 6-142, D.London 5-70,
Robinson 2-9, Pitts 1-14, Woerner 1-11.

Minnesota: Addison 8-133, Jefferson 7-132, Hockenson
4-45, A.Jones 2-11, Oliver 1-26.

MISSED FIELD GOALS
Minnesota: Reichard 47.

Buccaneers 28,

Raiders 13

LAS VEGAS ... 0 3 -13
TAMPA BAY .. 0 14 -28
FIRST QUARTER

Tampa Bay: McMillan 15 pass from Mayfield (McLaugh-
lin kick), 8:07.

Tampa Bay: R.White 5 pass from Mayfield (McLaughlin
kick), 3:52.

SECOND QUARTER
Las Vegas: 0'Connell 1 run (Carlson kick), 9:21.
Las Vegas: FG Carlson 25, 4:28.

FOURTH QUARTER

Tampa Bay: R.White 3 run (McLaughlin kick), 8:47.

Las Vegas: FG Carlson 27, 3:05.

Tampa Bay: McMillan 29 pass from Mayfield (McLaugh-
lin kick), 1:56.

Attendance: 63,250.

First Downs ..
Total Net Yard
Rushes-Yards
Passing .
Punt Ret:
Kickoff Returns .

Interceptions Ret. . 2-24 1-0
Comp-Att-Int .... 23-37-1 18-29-2
Sacked-Yards Lost . . 2-10 4-2

[T —— . 3-42.667
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 2-1
Penalties-Yards 3-31 5-31
Time Of Possession : 28:30

PASSING
Las Vegas: 0'Connell 11-19-1-104, Ridder 12-18-0-101.
Tampa Bay: Mayfield 18-29-2-295.

RUSHING

Las Vegas: McCormick 15-78, 0’Connell 6-6, Bowers
1-3, Ridder 2-3, Abdullah 1-1.

Tampa Bay: White 17-90, Tucker 3-47, Mayfield 2-12,
Irving 4-3.

RECEIVING

Las Vegas: Mayer 7-68, Meyers 7-67, Bowers 3-49, Mc-
Cormick 2-11, Tucker 2-7, Marshall 1-6, Abdullah 1-(mi-
nus 3).

Tampa Bay: Evans 4-69, Shepard 4-63, McMillan 4-59,
Otton 3-70, White 2-19, Irving 1-15.

Dolphins 32, Jets 26 (OT)

31010 3 0-2
6 9 0 11 6-32

N.Y. JETS
MIAMI ..

FIRST QUARTER
Miami: Achane 2 run (kick failed), 10:24.
N.Y. Jets: FG Carlson 28, 5:19.

SECOND QUARTER

Miami: FG Sanders 39, 14:53.

N.Y. Jets: I.Davis 17 run (Carlson kick), 11:56.
Miami: FG Sanders 24, 4:56.

N.Y. Jets: FG Carlson 30, :49.

Miami: FG Sanders 57, :02.

THIRD QUARTER
N.Y. Jets: D.Adams 3 pass from Rodgers (Carlson kick),

11:20.
N.Y. Jets: FG Carlson 40, 1:02.

FOURTH QUARTER

Miami: T.Hill 4 pass from Tagovailoa (Waddle pass
from Tagovailoa), 9:04.

N.Y. Jets: FG Carlson 42, :52.

Miami: FG Sanders 52, :07.

FIRST OVERTIME

Miami: J.Smith 10 pass from Tagovailoa, 6:05.
Attendance: 65,787.

MIA
First Downs 28
Total Net Yards . 402 375
Rushes-Yards 21-83 19-43
Passing ....... 319 332
Punt Returns. 2-0 1-10
Kickoff Returns . 1-29 4-123
Interceptions Ret. 0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int .... 27-39-0 33-47-0
Sacked-Yards Lost . -
Punts ............. 3-49.333
Fumbles-Lost 0-0
Penalties-Yards 8-49
Time Of Possession 32:53

PASSING
N.Y. Jets: Rodgers 27-39-0-339.
Miami: Tagovailoa 33-47-0-332.

RUSHING

N.Y. Jets: Allen 11-43, I.Davis 10-40.

Miami: Achane 14-23, Wright 2-7, T.Hill 1-6, Wilson
1-4, Tagovailoa 1-3.

RECEIVING

N.Y. Jets: D.Adams 9-109, Wilson 7-114, Allen 4-38, Conk-
lin 3-33, L.Davis 3-27, Lazard 1-18.

Miami: T.Hill 10-115, Waddle 9-100, Achane 6-45, J.Smith
3-44, Wright 2-6, J.Hill 1-14, Wilson 1-7, Beckham 1-1.

Saints 14, Giants 11

NEW ORLEANS . .7 0 7 0-14
N.Y. GIANTS .0 3 0 8 -1
FIRST QUARTER

New Orleans: K.Miller 8 run (Grupe kick), 1:19.
SECOND QUARTER

N.V. Giants: FG Gano 43, 11:20.

THIRD QUARTER
New Orleans: J.Johnson 11 pass from Carr (Grupe kick),
3:40.

FOURTH QUARTER
N.Y. Giants: Tracy 1 run (Nabers pass from Lock), 4:11.
Attendance: 76,143.

NO NYG
FIrSEDOWNS woovevirvrisesisissisasnsees 18 17
Total Net Yards . 291 325
Rushes-Yards 33-92 23-112
Passing ....... 199 213
Punt Returns. 0-0 5-46
Kickoff Returns . . 2-47 2-49
Interceptions Ret. . 1 1-0
Comp-Att-Int .... 20-31-1 21-49-1
Sacked-Yards Lost . . 2- 2-1.
Punts ............. 8-37.375
Fumbles-Lost 0-0
Penalties-Yards 12-112
Time Of Possession 28:11

PASSING

New Orleans: Carr 20-31-1-218.
N.Y. Giants: Lock 21-49-1-227.

RUSHING

New Orleans: Kamara 17-44, Miller 10-32, Carr 2-12,
Williams 3-5, Haener 1-(minus 1).

N.Y. Giants: Lock 5-59, Tracy 16-45, Singletary 2-8.

RECEIVING

New Orleans: Kamara 5-35, Valdes-Scantling 4-51,
Johnson 4-49, Moreau 2-40, Williams 2-10, Wilson
1-18, Holker 1-10, Austin 1-5.

N.Y. Giants: Nabers 5-79, Bellinger 5-45, Tracy 5-38,
Robinson 4-38, Slayton 2-27.

MISSED FIELD GOALS

New Orleans: Grupe 60, Grupe 53.
N.Y. Giants: Gano 35.

NFL SCOREBOARD

Steelers 27, Browns 14

CLEVELAND ... .7 0 0 7 -14
PITTSBURGH .. .3 10 14 0 =27
FIRST QUARTER

Pittsburgh: FG Boswell 30, 9:32.

Cleveland: Jeudy 35 pass from Winston (Hopkins kick),
5:56.

SECOND QUARTER

Pittsburgh: Na.Harris 1 run (Boswell kick), 11:00.
Pittsburgh: FG Boswell 54, 4:21.

THIRD QUARTER

Pittshurgh: Jefferson 10 pass from Ru.Wilson (Boswell
kick), 8:41.

Pittsburgh: Freiermuth 20 pass from Ru.Wilson (Bos-
well kick), 3:56.

FOURTH QUARTER

Cleveland: Njoku 15 pass from Winston (Hopkins kick),

7:

:25.
Attendance: 66,845.

PIT
First Downs ... 14
Total Net Yards . 30 270
Rushes-Yards . 25-104 35-123
Passing ........ . 196 147
Punt Returns 4-44 2-20
Kickoff Returns 1-56 0-0
Interceptions Ret. . 0-0 2-2!
Comp-Att-Int ....... 24-41-2 15-26-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-16 1-1
[T —— 5-45.2 6-52.333
Fumbles-Lost .. . 2-1 1
Penalties-Yards 9-81 6-61
Time Of Possession . 30:00 30:00

PASSING

Cleveland: Winston 24-41-2-212.
Pittsburgh: Ru.Wilson 15-26-0-158.
RUSHING

Cleveland: Chubb 11-48, Winston 4-28, J.Ford 10-28.
Pittsburgh: Harris 16-53, Warren 9-47, Ru.Wilson 6-17,
Patterson 4-6.

RECEIVING

Cleveland: Njoku 7-42, Jeudy 5-64, Moore 3-34, J.Ford
3-19, Proche 2-18, Strong 2-9, Akins 1-14, Woods 1-12.
Pittsburgh: Freiermuth 3-48, Miller 3-38, Williams
3-36, Warren 2-25, Jefferson 1-10, Austin 1-4, Pruitt
1-(minus 1), Patterson 1-(minus 2).

MISSED FIELD GOALS

Cleveland: Hopkins 43, Hopkins 38.

Jaguars 10, Titans 6

JACKSONVILLE .0 0 0 10 —-10
TENNESSEE ... .3 0 3 0 -6
FIRST QUARTER

Tennessee: FG Folk 46, 8:32.

THIRD QUARTER
Tennessee: FG Folk 39, 4:30.

FOURTH QUARTER

Jacksonville: FG C.Little 23,12:09.
Jacksonville: Bigsby 8 run (C.Little kick), 6:46.
Attendance: 61,644,

TEN
First Downs 17
Total Net Yar 272
Rushes-Yards 28-126
Passing .... 146
Punt Retur 1-6
Kickoff Retur 2-58
Interceptions R 2-10
Comp-Att-Int .. 19-32-0
Sacked-Yards L 2-22
Punts .. 3-47.667
Fumbles 1-0
Penalties-Yards 4-25
Time Of Posses: 31:44

PASSING
Jacksonville: M.Jones 23-31-2-220.
Tennessee: Levis 19-32-0-168.

RUSHING

Jacksonville: Bigsby 18-55, Etienne 4-20, M.Jones 3-3,
Duvernay 1-(minus 7).

Tennessee: Pollard 21-102, Spears 6-21, Levis 1-3.

RECEIVING

Jacksonville: B.Thomas 8-86, Etienne 4-50, Engram
4-33, Duvernay 3-8, Washington 2-15, Strange 1-21,
Bigsby 1-7.

Tennessee: Ridley 7-59, Okonkwo 3-8, Whyle 2-31, Pol-
lard 2-22, Westbrook-Ikhine 1-19, Oliver 1-16, Boyd
1-7, Vannett 1-4, Spears 1-2.

MISSED FIELD GOALS
None.

Eagles 22, Panthers 16

CAROLINA .3 7 6 0-16
PHILADELPHIA .0 14 0 8 -22
FIRST QUARTER

Carolina: FG Pineiro 38, 1:09.

SECOND QUARTER

Philadelphia: Hurts 1 run (Elliott kick), 11:48.
Carolina: Tremble 3 pass from Br.Young (Pineiro kick),

4:00.

Philadelphia: D.Smith 4 pass from Hurts (Elliott kick), :14.
THIRD QUARTER

Carolina: Hubbard 1 run (kick failed), 2:49.

FOURTH QUARTER

Philadelphia: Calcaterra 4 pass from Hurts (Barkley
run), 13:45.

Attendance: 69,879.

PHI
First Downs ... 19
Total Net Yards 01 294
Rushes-Yards . 31-211
Passing ........ .184 83
Punt Returns 2-16 1-2
Kickoff Returns 3-72 1-27
Interceptions Ret. . 0-0 1-1!
Comp-Att-Int ....... -35- 14-21-0
Sacked-Yards Lost .17 4-25
[T S — 2-45.0 4-43.25
Fumbles-Lost .. . 0-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards 7-40
Time Of Possession . 26:27

PASSING

Carolina: Young 19-35-1-191.

Philadelphia: Hurts 14-21-0-108.

RUSHING

Carolina: Hubbard 26-92, Young 6-28, Brooks 1-(minus

Pﬁiladelphia: Barkley 20-124, Hurts 8-61, Gainwell
3-26.

RECEIVING

Carolina: Thielen 9-102, Hubbard 4-15, Legette 2-39,
Moore 2-25, Thompkins 1-7, Tremble 1-3.
Philadelphia: A.Brown 4-43, D.Smith 4-37, Calcaterra
3-16, Gainwell 2-7, Dotson 1-5.

MISSED FIELD GOALS
Philadelphia: Elliott 52.

Seahawks 30,

Cardinals 18

SEATTLE 7 3 3 =30
ARIZONA ... 3 8 0 -18

FIRST QUARTER
Arizona: Mi.Wilson 41 pass from Murray (Ryland kick),
11:53.

Seattle: FG Myers 20, 4:41.

Seattle: Smith-Njigba 19 pass from G.Smith (Myers
kick), 3:25.

Seattle: Charbonnet 1 run (Myers kick), :16.

SECOND QUARTER

Arizona: FG Ryland 28, 10:53.

Seattle: Charbonnet 51 run (Myers kick), 2:36.

THIRD QUARTER

Seattle: FG Myers 36, 5:29.

Arizona: Conner 2 pass from Murray (Murray run), 1:05.
FOURTH QUARTER

Seattle: FG Myers 35, 1:56.
Attendance: 64,533.

ARI
First Downs ... 21
Total Net Yards 356
Rushes-Yards . 23-121
Passing ........ 235
Punt Returns 2-21
Kickoff Returns 0-0
Interceptions Ret. 0-0
Comp-Att-Int ....... 25-38-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-24
Punts .....oceennee 4-45.0
Fumbles-Lost .. 1-0
Penalties-Yards 6-49
Time Of Possession . 26:58

PASSING
Seattle: G.Smith 24-30-0-233.
Arizona: Murray 25-38-2-259.

RUSHING

Seattle: Charbonnet 22-134, MclIntosh 7-38, Smith-
Njigba 1-4, G.Smith 1-0.

Arizona: Conner 18-90, Murray 3-16, Benson 2-15.

RECEIVING

Seattle: Charbonnet 7-59, Smith-Njigba 5-82, Metcalf
4-49, N.Fant 3-18, McIntosh 2-7, Barner 1-13, P.Brown
1-6, Holani 1-(minus 1).

Arizona: McBride 7-70, Harrison 4-49, Conner 4-32, De-
mercado 4-15, Mi.Wilson 2-57, Reiman 1-14, Z.Jones
1-13, Dortch 1-5, Benson 1-4.

MISSED FIELD GOALS
Arizona: Ryland 40.

49ers 38, Bears 13

CHICAGO

SAN FRANCISCO
FIRST QUARTER

San Francisco: Jennings 7 pass from Purdy (Moody
kick), 12:20.

San Francisco: Guerendo 1 run (Moody kick), 1:39.
SECOND QUARTER

San Francisco: Jennings 16 pass from Purdy (Moody
kick), 7:41.

San Francisco: FG Moody 23, 1:50.

THIRD QUARTER

Chicago: Odunze 4 pass from Ca.Williams (pass failed),
5:56.

6 7 -13
0 14 -38

FOURTH QUARTER

San Francisco: Guerendo 4 run (Moody kick), 14:57.
Chicago: Odunze 14 pass from Ca.Williams (Santos
kick), 11:48.

San Francisco: P.Taylor 3 run (Moody kick), 5:15.
Attendance: 71,662.

SF
First Downs 22
Total Net Yards . 162 452
Rushes-Yards 21-68 34-131
Passing ....... .94 321
Punt Returns. . 1-14 4-22
Kickoff Returns . . 1-25 0-0
Interceptions Ret. .. 1-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int .... 18-24-0 20-26-1
Sacked-Yards Lost . . 7- 1-4
Punts ............. . 2-46.0
Fumbles-Lost 1 0-0
Penalties-Yards 7-31
Time Of Possession 31:48

PASSING
Chicago: Ca.Williams 17-23-0-134, Bagent 1-1-
San Francisco: Purdy 20-25-0-325, Allen 0-1-1-
RUSHING

Chicago: Swift 14-38, Ca.Williams 4-27, Evans 3-3.
San Francisco: Guerendo 15-78, P.Taylor 7-25, Samuel
5-13, Purdy 5-11, Vaughn 2-4.

RECEIVING

Chicago: D.Moore 6-49, Odunze 4-42, Allen 3-30, Homer
3-11, C.Johnson 1-6, Swift 1-2.

San Francisco: Jennings 7-90, Kittle 6-151, Guerendo
2-50, Samuel 2-22, Pearsall 1-5, Saubert 1-4, Juszczyk
1-3.

MISSED FIELD GOALS
None.

-6.

Rams 44, Bills 42

BUFFALO ... .77 7 21 -42
L.A.RAMS . .7 17 14 6 —44
FIRST QUARTER

LA Rams: K.Williams 3 run (Karty kick), 8:26.
Buffalo: J.Allen 1 run (Bass kick), 3:22.

SECOND QUARTER

LA Rams: FG Karty 22, 13:37.

LA Rams: Long 22 blocked punt return (Karty kick),
12:29

Buffaio: Ty.Johnson 41 pass from J.Allen (Bass kick),
10:23.

LA Rams: Nacua 4 run (Karty kick), 2:36.

THIRD QUARTER

LA Rams: K.Williams 7 run (Karty kick), 8:26.

Buffalo: Shakir 51 pass from J.Allen (Bass kick), 3:54.
LA Rams: Kupp 17 pass from Stafford (Karty kick), :18.

FOURTH QUARTER
Buffalo: J.Allen 1 run (Bass kick), 14:27.

Buffalo: Hollins 21 pass from J.Allen (Bass kick), 8:49.
LA Rams: Nacua 19 pass from Stafford (kick failed),

1:54.
Buffalo: J.Allen 1 run (Bass kick), 1:00.
Attendance: 73,493.

LAR
First Downs 28
Total Net Yards . 457
Rushes-Yards 42-137
Passing ....... 320
Punt Returns. 1-8
Kickoff Returns . 3-82
Interceptions Ret. 0-0
Comp-Att-Int .... 23-30-0
Sacked-Yards Lost . 0-0
Punts ......... 2-47.5
Fumbles-Los 0-0
Penalties-Yards 9-99
Time Of Possessi 38:30

PASSING

Buffalo: Allen 22-37-0-342.

L.A. Rams: Stafford 23-30-0-320.

RUSHING

Buffalo: Allen 10-82, Cook 6-20, Samuel 1-1.

L.A. Rams: K.Williams 29-87, Corum 8-34, Nacua 5-16.
RECEIVING

Buffalo: Cooper 6-95, Shakir 5-106, Hollins 4-57,
Ty.Johnson 2-55, Samuel 2-15, Cook 2-9, Knox 1-5.

L.A. Rams: Nacua 12-162, Kupp 5-92, Atwell 3-45,
K.Williams 2-10, Parkinson 1-11.

MISSED FIELD GOALS

None.

Chiefs 19, Chargers 17
L.A. CHARGERS .0 0 14 3 -17
KANSAS CITY ... .3 10 0 6 -19
FIRST QUARTER

Kansas City: FG Wright 47, 10:05.

SECOND QUARTER

Kansas City: FG Wright 33, 7:47.

Kansas City: Hopkins 9 pass from Mahomes (Wright
kick), :47.

THIRD QUARTER

LA Chargers: Edwards 3 run (Dicker kick), 7:12.

LA Chargers: Johnston 4 pass from Herbert (Dicker
kick), 3:30.

FOURTH QUARTER
Kansas City: FG Wright 50, 13:04.

LA Chargers: FG Dicker 37, 4:35.
Kansas City: FG Wright 31, :00.

KC
First Downs 20
Total Net Yards . 298
Rushes-Yards 24-94 25-96
Passing ....... 194 202
Punt Returns. 1-0 3-34
Kickoff Returns . 4-106 3-85
Interceptions Ret. ... 0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int .... 21-30-0 24-37-0
Sacked-Yards Lost . . 3- 3-
Punts .......ccoe. 4-51.75
Fumbles-Lost 0-0
Penalties-Yards 8-98
Time Of Possession 29:07

PASSING
L.A. Chargers: Herbert 21-30-0-213.
Kansas City: Mahomes 24-37-0-210.

RUSHING

L.A. Chargers: Edwards 10-36, Vidal 8-34, Heinicke
1-12, Herbert 4-12, Davis 1-0.

Kansas City: Pacheco 14-55, Mahomes 4-17, Hunt 5-16,
Worthy 1-5, Perine 1-3.

RECEIVING

L.A. Chargers: Palmer 6-78, Johnston 5-48, Smartt
3-54, Dissly 2-19, Davis 2-1, Chark 1-9, Reagor 1-4, Fisk
1-0

Kaﬁsas City: Kelce 5-45, Worthy 5-41, Hopkins 4-32,
Gray 4-26, Smith-Schuster 2-31, Pacheco 2-6, Perine
1-16, Hunt 1-13.

MISSED FIELD GOALS

None.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

CFP FROM D1

No.11seed SMU at No. 6 seed Penn
State (11-2), No. 12 seed Clemson
(10-3) at No. 5 seed Texas (11-2)
and, in probably theloudest clash,
No. 9 seed Tennessee (10-2) at
No. 8 seed Ohio State (10-2).

With the new system gushing
with fondness for conference
champions, four teams that won
title games this past weekend
gained first-round byes regard-
less of ranking: No. 1 seed Oregon
(13-0) of the Big Ten with its No. 1
ranking, No. 2 seed Georgia (11-2)
of the SEC with its No. 2 ranking,
No. 3 seed Boise State (12-1) of the
Mountain West with the Group of
Fivebid and its No. 9 ranking, and
No. 4 seed Arizona State (11-2) of
the Big 12 with its No. 12 ranking.
The presence of Arizona State in
the bunch stands as particularly
stunning in the wider lens, com-
ing five months after the Sun Dev-
ils finished 16th among the 16
teamsin the Big 12 preseason poll.
Oregon will play the Ohio State-
Tennessee winner in the Rose
Bowl on Jan. 1; Georgia will play
the Notre Dame-Indiana winner
in the Sugar Bowl on Jan. 1; Boise
State will play the Penn State-
SMU winner in the Fiesta Bowl on
Dec. 31; and Arizona State will
play the Texas-Clemson winner in
the Peach Bowl on Jan. 1.

A fifth and bye-less automatic
berth went to Clemson, the inter-
loper of the playoff dozen after it
squeaked into the ACC champion-
ship game only because Miami
was upset at Syracuse on Nov. 30.
That ACC game between Clem-
son, ranked No. 17 at Kickoff, and
SMU, ranked No. 8 at kickoff, be-
came the late-night focus of the
committee Saturday.

In that game — in some ways
the introduction of SMU to much
of the nation — Clemson jumped
ahead 14-0, 24-7 and 31-14 before
SMU showed the pluck that might
have served asits finish-line lunge
into the playoff. With drives of 61,
21and 79 yards, the Mustangs tied
the score at 31 with 16 seconds left,
onlyto have Clemson get a41-yard
Kickoff return, a 17-yard pass and
Nolan Hauser’s 56-yard field goal
as both time and the pre-playoff
season expired.

That last boot was necessary to
propel Clemson to its seventh
playoff, second behind only Ala-
bama, especially as the Tigers’ fi-
nal ranking tiptoed only to No. 16,
precluding any at-large bid. It also
left overnight the dilemma be-
tween Alabama and SMU, which
sent Alabama’s strength of sched-
ule (16th) and record vs. the top 25
(3-1) against the like categories of
SMU (60th, 0-2). Ultimately, SMU
slid only from No. 8 to No. 10, with
Alabama holding at No. 11 as slots
Nos. 13 through 15 went to Miami
(10-2), Mississippi (9-3) and South
Carolina (9-3). “It was quite a
debate,” committee chairman
‘Warde Manuel, the athletic direc-
tor at Michigan, said on ESPN of
Alabama vs. SMU. “We value
strength of schedule, and that’s
why Alabama as a three-loss team
is ahead of other teams that have
two losses.” Those include Ari-
zona State at No. 12, Miami at
No. 13 and BYU (10-2) at No. 17.

Where the previous weekend
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Nolan Hauser (81) nailed a 56-yard field goal to give Clemson the ACC crown and send the Tigers to their seventh College Football Playoff.

No. 12 Clemson
Dec. 21, 4 p.m. (TNT)

No. 5 Texas

Jan. 1, 1 p.m. (ESPN)

No. 4 Arizona State

No. 1 Oregon

Jan. 9 or 10 (ESPN)

College Football
Playoff
in Atlanta
Jan. 20 (ESPN)

No. 11 SMU
Dec. 21, noon (TNT)

No. 6 Penn State

Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. (ESPN)

No. 3 Boise State

Jan. 9 or 10 (ESPN)

Jan. 1, 5 p.m. (ESPN)

No. 9 Tennessee

Dec. 21, 8 p.m. (ABC/ESPN)
No. 8 Ohio State

the committee had parsed three-
loss Alabama against two-loss Mi-
ami and judged Alabama a hair-
breadth ahead, now it parsed
three-loss Alabama against two-
loss SMU and judged SMU a hair-
breadth ahead. The deliberations
included an old phrase Manuel
used Sunday afternoon on a con-
ference call: “total body of work.”
He noted SMU had lost only to
currently ranked teams, while Al-
abama had lost to two unranked
foes: Vanderbilt and Oklahoma,
the latter loss both dismal and
recent. He noted Miami had lost
two ofits past three games. And he
said, “The difference in terms of
how we saw SMU was that going
into their [conference champion-
ship game], they were undefeated
in their conference,” a conference
in which SMU debuted this sea-
son.

In the end, Clemson and its
Alabama graduate of a coach,
Dabo Swinney, had thwarted the
Crimson Tide, a construct that
happened on playoff fields twice
last decade. It left the Big Ten
ahead with four berths, the SEC

next with three, the ACC with two
and the Big 12, Mountain West
and Notre Dame with one each.

It also left third-year SMU
coach Rhett Lashlee saying on
ESPN it “probably took my heart
rate from about 200 to 160” when
reporter Brett McMurphy tweet-
ed the verdict a minute before the
announcement (the first leak in
the event’s 11-season history), and
it left Alabama Athletic Director
Greg Byrne with take-my-ball-
home childishness in a statement:
“With this outcome, we will need
to [assess] how many P4 non-con-
ference games make sense in the
future to put us in the best posi-
tion to participate in the CFP”
with a further sulk, “This is not
good for college football.” In non-
conference play set against eight
conference games (where it went
5-3), Alabama played at Wiscon-
sin (5-7) of the Big Ten, at home to
Western Kentucky (8-5) and
South Florida (6-6) of the Group
of Five, and at home to Mercer
(11-2) of the Football Champion-
ship Subdivision. Before falling to
Clemson, SMU played eight con-

No. 2 Georgia

Jan. 1, 8:45 p.m. (ESPN)

No. 10 Indiana

ference games (where it went 8-0)
and nonconference-wise faced
No. 17 BYU and TCU (8-4) of the
Big 12, Group of Five Nevada
(3-10) and FCS Houston Christian
(5-7).

Some onlookers had wondered
whether ranking Alabama ahead
of SMU would have detonated the
value of conference champion-
ship games given that SMU would
get penalized for playing in one
with Alabama validated for not. In
fact, the committee’s delibera-
tions showed a clear regard for the
extra effort involved in those
games. In the rankings, which are
separate from the seedings, the
four losing teams in Power Four
title games fell mildly: Texas from
No. 2 to No. 3, Penn State from
No. 3 to No. 4, SMU from No. 8 to
No. 10 and Iowa State from No. 16
to No. 18. Arizona State’s rise from
No. 15 to No. 12 reflected its status
asthe onlyromperamongthe four
winners, given its 45-19 artwork
against Iowa State. “We didn’t
boost people because they were
champions or knock people down
because they lost; it was how

Dec. 20, 8 p.m. (ABC/ESPN)
No. 7 Notre Dame

those games were played,” Manuel
said, including the fact that Texas
went to overtime with Georgia in
an occasion of highbrow bruises.
Rather than causes for demerits,
conference title games became
“another data point” that could
help even runners-up such as
Penn State, Manuel said, as its
strong performance against Or-
egon helped it stay ahead of idle
teams with similar résumeés, such
as fifth-ranked Notre Dame and
sixth-ranked Ohio State.

Along with Penn State came a
question sure to come up going
forward if commissioners meet to
tweak the format: the way the
byes toward conference champi-
ons fiddles with the perceived
fairness of the bracket. To take its
No. 6 seed to the semifinals, Penn
State will have to beat SMU and
Boise State. To do the same with
its No. 1 seed, Oregon will have to
beat Ohio State or Tennessee. “It’s
not something in the purview of
the selection committee,” Manuel
said. “That would be something
for the commissioners and [CFP]
Executive Director [Rich] Clark.”

Alter surges and snubs, the inaugural 12-team playoll is sel

College Football
Playoff schedule

FIRST ROUND
Friday, Dec. 20

No. 10 seed Indiana at No. 7 seed
Notre Dame, 8 p.m. (ABC/ESPN)

Saturday, Dec. 21

No. 11 seed SMU at No. 6 seed
Penn State, noon (TNT)

No. 12 seed Clemson at No. 5
seed Texas, 4 p.m. (TNT)

No. 9 seed Tennessee at No. 8
seed Ohio State, 8 p.m. (ABC/
ESPN)

QUARTERFINALS

Tuesday, Dec. 31

Fiesta Bowl! (in Glendale, Arizona)

SMU/Penn State winner vs. No. 3
seed Boise State, 7:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Wednesday, Jan. 1
Peach Bow (in Atlanta)

Clemson/Texas winner vs. No. 4
seed Arizona State, 1 p.m. (ESPN)

Rose Bow! (in Pasadena, California)

Tennessee/Ohio State winner vs.
No. 1 seed Oregon, 5 p.m. (ESPN)

Sugar Bowl! (in New Orleans)
Indiana/Notre Dame winner vs.
No. 2 seed Georgia, 8:45 p.m.
(ESPN)

SEMIFINALS

Thursday, Jan. 9

Orange Bow! (in Miami Gardens,
Florida)

Quarterfinal winner vs. quarterfinal
winner, 7:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Friday, Jan. 10

Cotton Bowl (in Arlington, Texas)
Quarterfinal winner vs. quarterfinal
winner, 7:30 p.m. (ESPN)

FINAL

Monday, Jan. 20

CFP national championship game
(in Atlanta)

Orange Bowl winner vs. Cotton
Bowl winner, 7:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Final rankings

No. 1 Oregon (13-0)

No. 2 Georgia (11-2)

No. 3 Texas (11-2)

No. 4 Penn State (11-2)
No. 5 Notre Dame (11-1)
No. 6 Ohio State (10-2)
No. 7 Tennessee (10-2)
No. 8 Indiana (11-1)

No. 9 Boise State (12-1)
No. 10 SMU (11-2)

No. 11 Alabama (9-3)
No. 12 Arizona State (11-2)
No. 13 Miami (10-2)

No. 14 Mississippi (9-3)
No. 15 South Carolina (9-3)
No. 16 Clemson (10-3)
No. 17 BYU (10-2)

No. 18 lowa State (10-3)
No. 19 Missouri (9-3)
No. 20 Illinois (9-3)

No. 21 Syracuse (9-3)
No. 22 Army (11-1)

No. 23 Colorado (9-3)
No. 24 UNLV (10-3)

No. 25 Memphis (10-2)

JERRY BREWER

Enjoy finally having a real postseason brackel. Don’t gel altached (o

BREWER FROM D1

Big Ten and SEC. Those
conferences dominate the
bracket, combining for seven
bids. The other two Power Four
conferences, the ACC and Big 12,
combined for three. The final
spots went to independent
superpower Notre Dame and
Mountain West champion Boise
State, whose only loss was a well-
played 37-34 game at unbeaten
No. 1Oregon.

It’s not worth wasting much
time debating the teams chosen.
The most passionate argument
came down to whether SMU
deserved an at-large bid over
three-loss Alabama, which lost to
two 6-6 teams that finished in
the bottom five of the SEC,
including a 24-3 no-show at
OKklahoma two weeks ago. The
Crimson Tide had some of the
most impressive highs this
season, but it played its way onto
the bubble. The discourse about
the final spot underscored how
flawed the second and third tiers
were this season. Some of these
megaconference teams want to
dismiss it as parity, but there
appeared to be a lot of middling
teams.

A year ago, Alabama made the
final four-team playoff over
undefeated ACC champion
Florida State, and this time, the
expanded version took ACC

runner-up SMU over the
Crimson Tide. For Alabama,
that’s how life on the edge works.
It’s a 50-50 proposition.

The committee’s goal wasn’t to
keep the peace, but that’s what
choosing SMU did. The
Mustangs weren’t punished for
losing their conference
championship game on a last-
play 56-yard field goal. The
Crimson Tide wasn’t elevated
after failing to reach the SEC title
game. If the latter had happened,
it could’ve triggered the end of
title games. Instead, the focus
will return to where it should be:
determining a more
sophisticated way to judge teams
when realignment yields an even
greater strength-of-schedule
imbalance.

It will be a major issue as
stakeholders convene to
negotiate the next iteration of
this tournament. The current
format — 12 teams, automatic
bids for the five highest-ranked
conference champions and byes
for the top four conference
champs — will remain for next
season. Then perhaps everyone
will be honest when trying to
settle on a new deal.

One remedy that shouldn’t be
hard to broker: Seed the field the
way the NCAA basketball
tournament does. Acknowledge
that all conferences aren’t equal,
which would mitigate the foolish
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Oregon, the only undefeated team in the College Football Playoff,
has a tougher path to the title game than some teams seeded lower.

scenario at the top of the
bracket.

On paper, No. 1 seed Oregon
has a tougher path to a semifinal
than No. 5 Texas and No. 6 Penn
State do — and that’s despite

getting a bye. The Ducks’
quarterfinal opponent in the
Rose Bowl on Jan. 1 will be No. 8
Ohio State or No. 9 Tennessee.
If you seeded the tournament
according to how they’re ranked

in the CFP top 25, the Buckeyes
and Volunteers would be two
spots higher. Both would be
hosting home games in the first
round. In a tournament with
true seeding, Oregon’s
quarterfinal opponent would be
the winner of No. 9 Boise State at
No. 8 Indiana.

This is how the field would be
rearranged. The byes would go to
No. 1 Oregon, No. 2 Georgia, No.
3 Texas and No. 4 Penn State. The
rest of the bracket: No. 12
Clemson at No. 5 Notre Dame,
No. 11 Arizona State at No. 6
Ohio State, No. 10 SMU at No. 7
Tennessee, and the
aforementioned Boise State-
Indiana matchup.

It wouldn’t be good for Boise
State (No. 3 in the actual
tournament) and Arizona State
(No. 4), the last two byes in the
field. But while still messy, a
seeded field is a truer reflection
the world that college
administrators have created. The
four Big Ten and SEC teams that
made their title games would
sweep the byes in this revision
and during most seasons. It’s
unfortunate, but I'm okay with
that. With the imbalance they’ve
created, it should take an
extraordinary effort for other
teams to get those byes.

This isn’t a Power Four sport.
It’s a Super Two sport. I don’t like
it. I would prefer balanced

this version.

conferences representing every
region and a national
tournament that satisfies all
corners of the nation. But this is
what we have, and the gap
between the Big Ten and SEC
and everyone else is only going
to grow. A playoff model that
pretends there’s more equality
would only embolden the
superconferences to further
destroy the sport.

“Seed the field and let the byes
fall where they may,” Georgia
Coach Kirby Smart told ESPN
after the bracket announcement.
“To say that all these conferences
are equal is unjust and unfair.
That’s not the case at all.”

The Big Ten and the SEC won’t
be satisfied until they get all 12
spots. They won’t ever deserve
that. But they’ve forced a top-
heavy reality, and the playoff
can’t ignore that. If that’s the
cost of solidifying a tournament
that just invited teams from five
conferences and one
independent, then the choice is
obvious: Deal with it. And maybe
the competition produces results
that change perceptions.

“I think that’s something
they’ll have to look at in the
future,” Smart said.

“Look at” translates to “fight
over” in this sport — and it’s not
a fair fight. Enjoy this version of
the playoff for now. Just don’t get
attached to it.
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BuckmanLegal, PLLC

1808 Florida Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20009
202-351-6100

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
REAL PROPERTY
1111 19th Street NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20036
Lot 90 in Square 140
(Including all Easements)

By virtue of Deed of Trust, Assignment of Leases and
Rents, Security Agreement and Fixture Filing (“Deed of
Trust”) recorded among the land records of the District of
Columbia, on October 5, 2017 as Instrument #2017110903
in accordance with Public Law 90-566, a default having
occurred thereby and after notice recorded among the
same land records on November 13, 2024 as Instrument
#2024106926 and at the request of the party secured
thereby, the undersigned Substitute Trustees who were
appointed by Deed of Appointment of Substitute Trustees
recorded on November 7, 2024 as Instrument #2024104996
will offer to sell at public auction, within the offices of
HARVEY WEST AUCTIONEERS, INC. 5335 Wisconsin Avenue
NW Suite 440, Washington, DC 20015 202-463-4567 on
December 17, 2024 AT 12:45 PM, the land and premises
situated in the District of Columbia and designated as
being Lot 90 in Square 140 and more particularly described
in said Deed of Trust.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $1,000,000 by a cashier’s
check will be required at time of sale. Settlement shall
occur within 30 days. There will be no adjustments for
real estate taxes, water and sewer charges or fees, special
assessments, District of Columbia fines or liens, etc.
Purchaser pays interest on the purchase price at note rate
8.685 percent from the day of sale to the day of settlement.
The Purchaser assumes all risks of loss following the
sale. Purchaser pays all conveyance fees, recordation tax,
transfer tax, outstanding taxes, special assessments,
District of Columbia fines or liens, water bills, water and
sewer liens, Purchaser purchases the Property subject
to all leases, superior liens or loans, etc. The property is
sold in “AS IS, WHERE IS CONDITION and SUBJECT TO ALL
FAULTS”, as of the day and time of sale including any tenant
or tenancy. Pursuant to the terms of the Deed of Trust, all
personal property of the Borrower located at or about the
Property shall be subject to and part of the public auction
described above. Neither the Substitute Trustees nor the
holder of the Note, or their respective agents, successors,
and assigns, make any representations or warranties with
respect to the Title, the Property, the Zoning Classification,
and the existence of a Certificate of Occupancy or Business
License. If the Substitute Trustees determine, in their
sole and absolute discretion, that the final bid is not
commensurate with the value of the Property, they may
reject the bid and withdraw the Property from sale. Should
the Substitute Trustees be unable to convey good and
marketable title, then, in that event, the Substitute Trustees
and Purchaser mutually agree that the Purchaser’s sole
remedy in law or equity shall be the refund of the deposit
to the Purchaser. The Substitute Trustees do not guarantee
title or the Purchaser’s ability to obtain Title Insurance or
financing. Upon refund of the deposit, the sale shall be void
and of no effect. The Substitute Trustees, their attorneys
and/or the note holder shall not be liable individually or
otherwise for any matters relating to this sale, title and/
or the property. The defaulting Purchaser shall not be
entitled to any surplus proceeds or profits resulting from
any resale of the Property. The Substitute Trustees will not
deliver possession of the Property to the successful bidder,
who shall be solely responsible for obtaining physrcal
possession of the Property. The original Affidavit of Non-
Residential Mortgage Foreclosure is recorded among the
Land Records of the District of Columbia on November 14,
2024 as Instrument Number 2024107203. Additional terms
and conditions will be announced at the time of the sale.
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE.

Steven M. Buckman

Jason S. Guetzkow
Substitute Trustees
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BuckmanlLegal, PLLC
1808 Florida Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20009
202-351-6100

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
REAL PROPERTY
1341 G Street NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20005
Lot 60 in Square 252
(Including all Easements)

By virtue of Deed of Trust, Assignment of Leases and
Rents, Security Agreement and Fixture Filing (“Deed of
Trust”) recorded among the land records of the District of
Columbia, on August 24, 2017 as Instrument #2017094222
in accordance with Public Law 90-566, a default having
occurred thereby and after notice recorded among the
same land records on November 13, 2024 as Instrument
#2024106924 and at the request of the party secured
thereby, the undersigned Substitute Trustees who were
appointed by Deed of Appointment of Substitute Trustees
recorded on October 17, 2024 as Instrument #2024097631
will offer to sell at public auction, within the offices of
HARVEY WEST AUCTIONEERS, INC. 5335 Wisconsin Avenue
NW Suite 440, Washington, DC 20015 202-463-4567 on
December 17, 2024 AT 12:15 PM, the land and premises
situated in the District of Columbia and designated as
being Lot 60 in Square 252 and more particularly described
in said Deed of Trust.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $1,000,000 by a cashier’s
check will be required at time of sale. Settlement shall
occur within 30 days. There will be no adjustments for
real estate taxes, water and sewer charges or fees, special
assessments, District of Columbia fines or liens, etc.
Purchaser pays interest on the purchase price at note rate
8.65 percent from the day of sale to the day of settlement.
The Purchaser assumes all risks of loss following the
sale. Purchaser pays all conveyance fees, recordation tax,
transfer tax, outstanding taxes, special assessments,
District of Columbia fines or liens, water bills, water and
sewer liens, Purchaser purchases the Property subject
to all leases, superior liens or loans, etc. The property is
sold in “AS IS, WHERE IS CONDITION and SUBJECT TO ALL
FAULTS”, as of the day and time of sale including any tenant
or tenancy. Pursuant to the terms of the Deed of Trust, all
personal property of the Borrower located at or about the
Property shall be subject to and part of the public auction
described above. Neither the Substitute Trustees nor the
holder of the Note, or their respective agents, successors,
and assigns, make any representations or warranties with
respect to the Title, the Property, the Zoning Classification,
and the existence of a Certificate of Occupancy or Business
License. If the Substitute Trustees determine, in their
sole and absolute discretion, that the final bid is not
commensurate with the value of the Property, they may
reject the bid and withdraw the Property from sale. Should
the Substitute Trustees be unable to convey good and
marketable title, then, in that event, the Substitute Trustees
and Purchaser mutually agree that the Purchaser’s sole
remedy in law or equity shall be the refund of the deposit
to the Purchaser. The Substitute Trustees do not guarantee
title or the Purchaser’s ability to obtain Title Insurance or
financing. Upon refund of the deposit, the sale shall be void
and of no effect. The Substitute Trustees, their attorneys
and/or the note holder shall not be liable individually or
otherwise for any matters relating to this sale, title and/
or the property. The defaulting Purchaser shall not be
entitled to any surplus proceeds or profits resulting from
any resale of the Property. The Substitute Trustees will not
deliver possession of the Property to the successful bidder,
who shall be solely responsible for obtaining physwal
possession of the Property. The original Affidavit of Non-
Residential Mortgage Foreclosure is recorded among the
Land Records of the District of Columbia on October 18,
2024 as Instrument Number 2024098130. Additional terms
and conditions will be announced at the time of the sale.
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE.

Steven M. Buckman
Jason S. Guetzkow
Substitute Trustees
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1447 Rutos Wanted

———————
DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/RV
Lutheran Mission Society of MD
Compassion Place ministries help
local families with food, clothing,
counseling. Tax deductible. MVA
licensed #W1044. 410-228-8437
www.CompassionPlace.org

1485 \ans

BEST OFFER

Chrysler Town and Country
2012 Perfect vehicle for anybody
needing a wheelchair accessible
vanGmodlﬂed via BRAUN ABILITY
MF

features include power ramp rear
view camera, built in gps. both
side doors electronically automat-
ed, and automated trunk. routine
mainenance since we've owned
the vehicle in 2015. Only one pre-
vious owner prior to us. Vehicle has
only been for personal use by us
and previous owner.

ST Legal Notices

Authorization is belng request-
ed from the State’s Attorney's
Office for Montgomery County,
Maryland to remove the remains
of David Robert Zeller, currently
interred in Gate of Heaven Cem-
etery, Silver Spring, Maryland,
section 9, Lot 879, Site 2, which
will be then cremated, then in-
urned at Emmanuel Lutheran
Church Columbarium. This re-
location is being made to inter
the deceased with his parents
Robert and Donna Zeller. This

ﬂuest is being made by two
siblings, Mal Foringer and
Nancy Ellwood. Any interested
party should contact Robert A.
Pumphrey Funeral Home/Rock-
ville, Inc. at 301-762-3939 before
January 1, 2025.

OPTUM WOMEN'S AND
CHILDREN'S HEALTH, LLC
STATEMENT OF
UNCOMPENSATED CARE

Under District of Columbia law,
Optum Women's and Children’s
Health, LLC (Optum) is obligat-
ed to provide uncompensated
care to eligible persons. Optum
has satisfied all outstanding un-
compensated care obligations
from previous reporting periods.
In fiscal years 2024 and 2025,
Provider will provide services at
no or a reduced charge to all pa-
tients requesting such services
but who are unable to pay.

SR | egal Notices

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT FAMILY
DIVISION

CHITTENDEN UNIT
DOCKET NO. 23-JV-1516
Inre:K.L.

ORDER AND NOTICE OF
HEARING
TO: Tangee Lewis, mother of K.L.,
you are hereby notified that the
State of Vermont has filed a pe-
tition to terminate your residual
parental rights to K.L., and that
the hearing to consider the ter-
mination of all residual parental
rights to K.L. will be held on Jan-
uary 27, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. at the
Vermont Superior Court, Chitten-
den Family Division, at 32 Cherry
St., Burlington, Vermont. You may
appear remotely by contacting
the clerk’s office at 802 651-
1950. You are notified to appear
in_connection with this case.
Failure to appear at this hearin;
may result in the termination of
all your parental rights to K.L. The
State is represented by the Attor-
ney General’s Office, HC 2 North
0 State Drive, Waterbury
05671 -2080. A copy of this order
shall be mailed to Tangee Lewis if

an address for her is known.
Electronically signed pursuant to
V.RE.F. 9(d)

Kate Gallagher
Superior Court Judge

11/15/2024
& Montgomery County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
MARYLAND

Brennan Ferguson, et al.
Substitute Trustees
Plaintiffs,

V.

Estate of
Jose Perdomo Morel,
Defendant.

Case No. C-15-CV-24-000456
NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued this 6
day of December, 2024, that
the sale of the property in this
case, 3832 Bel Pre Road, #10,
silver SCPrlng Maryland 20906,
reported by Brennan Ferguson,
John C. Hanrahan, Jeremy B.
Wilkins, Amanda Driscole, Robert
Oliveri, and Paul Heinmulier, Sub-
stitute Trustees, be ratified and
confirmed, unless cause to the
contrary be shown on or before
the 6th day of January, 2025,
Erovrded a copy of this Notice
e inserted in The Washington
Post, a newspaper published in
Montgomery County, Maryland,
once in each of three (3) suc-
cessive weeks on or before the
6th day of January, 2025. The
report states the amount of sale
t0 $126,000.00.

KAREN A. BUSHELL
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dec 9,16,23 2024 0012479121

B Montgomery County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
MARYLAND

ANDREW J. BRENNER, et. al.
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101
Rockville, MD 20852

Substitute Trustees/Plaintiffs ,

VS.

JOSEPH MARSHALL
WASHINGTON

DOROTHY M. WASHINGTON
(DECEASED)

15325 Holly Grove Road
silver Spring, MD 20905
Defondant(s).

Case No.C-15-CV-24-003051
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 21
day of November 2024, by
the Circuit Court for Montgom-
erY County, Maryland, that the
sale of the property mentioned
in these proceedings and de-
scribed as 15325 Holly Grove
Road, Silver Spring, MD 20905,
made and reported by the Sub-
stitute Trustee, will be RATIFIED
AND CONFIRMED, unless cause
to the contrary thereof be shown
on or before the 24 day of De-
cember, 2024, provided a copy
of this NOT!CE be inserted in
some daily newspaper printed
in said County, once in each of
three successive weeks before
the 24 day of December, 2024.
The report states the purchase

rice at the Foreclosure sale to
e $600,000.00.

KAREN A. BUSHELL
Clerk, Circuit Court for
Montgomery County, Maryland

BWW#MD-330327

Dec 2,9,16 2024 0012477574

B Montgomery County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE COUNTY OF
MONTGOMERY,
MARYLAND

WILLIAM M. SAVAGE, et al.
Trustee(s) Plaintiff(s)

VsS.

MARGARET M. EVANS
CHARLOTTE L. KING
Defendant(s)
Mortgagor(s)

CIVIL NO: C-15-CV-24-002014
NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, this
21st day of November, 2024 by
the Circuit Court for the County
of Montgomery, Maryland and
by the authority thereof, that
the sale_made by William M.
Savage, Gregory N. Britto, Gene
Jung, Trustees, of the Real Prop-

designated as 9402 Fern
Hollow "Way, Gaithersburg,
MD 20886, and reported in the
above entitled cause, will be fi-
nally ratified and confirmed, un-
less cause to the contrary there-
of be shown on or before the
23rd day of December, 2024
next; provided a copy of this
order be inserted in THE WASH-
INGTON POST, 1150 15th Street,
Washington DC, MD publlshed
in said County of Montgomery
once a week for three succes-

of December, 2024. The report
states the amount of the sale to
be $348,292.30.

KAREN A. BUSHELL
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY

Trustees File#: 23-293765

Dec 2,9,16 2024 0012477571

Stay one step ahead of the weather with the
Capital Weather Gang
washingtonpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang

@capitalweather

snow day
or

school day?

S0141 2x2

merchandise, garage
sales, auctions, tickets

washingtonpost.com/
merchandise

To place an ad, go to

washingtonpostads.com or call 202-334-6200

Non-commercial advertisers can now place ads 24/7 by calling 202-334-6200

0 Trustees Sale-DC | K&l Trustees Sale-DC  |&RJ Trustees Sale - DC
LTX LAW GROUP
1966 GREENSPRING DRIVE, SUITE LL2
LUTHERVILLE, MD 21093

410-238-2840
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE

REAL PROPERTY
3208 POPE STREET, SE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20020

By virtue of a certain Purchase Money Deed of Trust, Assignment of Leases and Rents, Fixture
Filing and Security Agreement (Construction) from 3208 GSD LLC, a District of Columbia
limited liability company dated December 23, 2022, and duly recorded December 29, 2022
as Instrument No. 2022126669 and subsequently assigned by Assignment of Mortgage
recorded February 27, 2023 as Instrument No. 2023016021 (collectively the “Deed of Trust”)
among the Land Records of the District of Columbia (the “Land Records”), which Deed of
Trust also constitutes a security agreement and creates a security interest in all fixtures
described in the Deed of Trust, a default having occurred in the payment of the indebtedness
secured thereby and the covenants contained therein, and at the request of the party secured
thereby (the “Noteholder”), and in accordance with Public Law 90-566 and following mailing
of the Notice of Foreclosure Sale of Real Property or Condominium Unit recorded among the
Land Records on November 6, 2024 as Instrument No. 2024104404 and the recordation of
the Affidavit of Non-Residential Mortgage Foreclosure recorded among the Land Records
on March 27, 2024 as Instrument No. 2024028208 the undersigned Substitute Trustees
will sell, at public auction, within the office of ALEX COOPER AUCTIONEERS, INC., 4910
MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 100, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016 on

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2024 AT 11:00 AM

All that piece or parcel of land, together with the improvements, rights, privileges and
?rilpurtenances to the same belonging, situate in the District of Columbia, described as
ollows:

Lot numbered Eighty (80) in Square numbered Fifty-five Hundred Ten (5510) in a subdivision
made by Lillian T. Stone and Maurice Samuels, as per plat recorded in Liber 146 at folio 21
in the Office of the Surveyor for the District of Columbia.

Property Address: 3208 Pope Street SE, Washington, DC 20020 Tax Parcel ID No: SSL 5510-
0000-0080

TOGETHER WITH any and all buildings, structures, improvements or appurtenances
now erected on the above-described land, including, without limitation, all equipment,
apparatus, machinery and fixtures of any kind or character forming a part of said buildings,
structures, improvements or appurtenances, and any furniture, furnishings, equipment,
machinery and other personal property owned and located in, upon or about the above-
described land and any buildings thereon all as more particularly described in the aforesaid
Deed of Trust (the “Property”). The “Property” does not include any property owned by any
tenants at the Property.

TERMS OF SALE: ALL CASH. The Property will be offered as an entirety only. The bid that yields
the highest price for the Property will be accepted by the Substitute Trustees (unless the sale
is postponed or cancelled) and all bids will be provisional until acceptance. Notwithstanding
the foregoing, the Substitute Trustees absolutely reserve the right to postpone the sale and/
or cancel the sale at any time until the auctioneer announces that the Property is “sold” and
the Substitute Trustees receives the deposit in the required amount and form. A deposit
in the amount of $25,000.00 will be required at the time of sale as a condition to bidding.
Such deposit must be by cashier's check or certified check or in such other form as the
Substitute Trustees may determine in their sole discretion, which check shall be payable to
“Mark H. Wittstadt or Kevin Hildebeidel, Substitute Trustees.” The deposit must be increased
to 10% of the purchase price within 2 business days after consummation of the sale and
delivered to the Substitute Trustees in the same form of funds as the initial deposit. The
Noteholder secured by the Deed of Trust (or any related party) shall be exempted by the
Substitute Trustees from submitting any bidding deposit. The Substitute Trustees will, as
a condition of the sale, require all potential bidders except the Noteholder to show their
deposit before any bidding begins. The retained deposit of the successful purchaser shall
be applied, without interest, to the successful purchaser’s credit at settlement; provided,
however, that in the event the successful purchaser does not consummate the purchase in
accordance with the terms of sale as herein provided, such deposit, will be forfeited, and
after payment of all expenses and commissions due in connection with the defaulted sale,
the balance shall be applied to the indebtedness due under the terms of the note and Deed
of Trust. The terms of sale must be complied with, and settlement consummated thereon
within 25 days from the day of sale unless extended at the sole discretion of the Substitute
Trustees. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. The balance of the purchase price over and above the
retained deposit, with interest thereon at the default rate of 18% per annum being charged
from the date of sale through the date of receipt of the balance of the purchase price, will
be due at settlement by bank wire transfer; and if not so paid, the Substitute Trustees as
stated above will forfeit the deposit and reserves the right to resell the Property at the risk
and cost of the defaulting purchaser, after such advertisement and on such terms as the
Substitute Trustees may deem proper, and to avail himself and the Noteholder of any legal
or equitable rights against the defaulting purchaser.

The Property is sold subject to the rights, if any, of parties in possession, if such rights have
priority over the Deed of Trust or have been granted non-disturbance or similar rights, and to
any and all covenants, conditions, restrictions, easements, rights of way, and limitations of
record. The Property will be sold “WHERE IS” and in “AS IS” condition without any warranty
as to condition, express or implied, and without any representation or warranty as to the
accuracy of the information furnished to prospective bidders by the Substitute Trustees or any
other party, if any, and without any other representations or warranty of any nature. Without
limiting the generality of the foregoing, the Property will be sold without representation or
warranty as to (i) title to the Property, (ii) the nature, condition, structural integrity, or fitness
for a particular use of any improvements, fixtures or personal property included within the
Property, (iii) the environmental condition of the Property or the compliance of the Property
with federal, state and local laws and regulations concerning the presence or disposal of
hazardous substances (iv) compliance of the Property with the Americans with Disabilities
Act or any similar Iaw (v) compliance of the Property with any zoning laws or ordinances
and any and all appllcable safety codes, or (vi) compliance with any tenants’ rights or
similar laws, and acceptance of the Deed to the Property by the successful purchaser
shall constitute a waiver of any claims against the Substitute Trustees or the Noteholder
concerning any of the foregoing matters. The successful purchaser recognizes that any
investigation, examination, or inspection of the Property is within the control of the owner
or other parties in possession of the Property and not within the control of the Substitute
Trustees or the Noteholder.

Conveyance shall be by Substitute Trustees’ Deed, without covenant or warranty, express or
implied. The risk of loss or damage by fire or other casualty to the Property from and after
the time of sale shall be the sole responsibility of the purchaser. The Property shall be sold
subject to all taxes, ground rents, public charges, assessments, sewer, water, drainage,
and other public improvements, if any, whether assessments have been levied or not. The
Noteholder and Substitute Trustees assume no liability for fuel, gas, electricity, utilities, and
other operating charges accrued before or after the sale and all such charges shall be the
sole responsibility of the purchaser from the date of sale. All costs incident to the settlement
and conveyancing including, without limitation, examination of title, conveyancing, all
recordation taxes and charges, all transfer taxes and charges, title insurance premiums,
notary fees, settlement fees and all other costs incident to settlement shall be at the cost
of the successful purchaser. The District of Columbia Government may impose transfer
and recordation taxes on any assignment of the successful bid prior to recordation of the
Substitute Trustees’ Deed. The successful purchaser shall be solely liable for payment of
such additional transfer and recordation taxes, if any. If the Substitute Trustees cannot
convey title, the purchaser’s sole remedy is a return of deposit. Further particulars may be
announced at the time of sale.

Mark H. Wittstadt
Kevin Hildebeidel
Substitute Trustees

@ ALEX COOPER
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TRUSTEE’S SALE
0f Valuable Real Estate located in the
District of Columbia

known as
1261 Gallatin Street NE, Washington, DC 20017

By virtue of a certain Commercial Deed of Trust, Security Agreement and Fixture Filing duly
recorded in the Land Records of the District of Columbia on May 26, 2022, as Instrument No.
2022058155 (the “Deed of Trust”) and in accordance with the Mediation Certificate recorded
November 7, 2024 and the Notice of Intention to Foreclose dated and recorded November 7,
2024 pursuant to D.C. Code § 42-815, and at the request of the party secured by the Deed
of Trust, the Substitute Trustee havrng been substituted for the trustee(s) named in said
Deed of Trust will sell, at public auction, at the office of HARVEY WEST AUCTIONEERS INC.,
5335 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 440, Washington, DC 20015, on December 12, 2024, at
10:30 A.M., some or all of the property described in said Deed of Trust, including certain
land and premises, situate in the District of Columbia, and being now known for purposes
?fllassessment and taxation as Lot 0072, Square 3910, and more particularly described as
ollows:

Lot numbered Seventy-two (72) in Square numbered Thirty-nine Hundred and Ten (3910) in
the subdivision made by lan Woodner, as per plat recorded in the Office of the Surveyor for
the District of Columbia in Liber 127 at folio 32, with improvements thereon known as 1261
Gallatin Street, N. E.

Subject to building restriction line as established and shown on plats recorded in the Office
of the Surveyor for the District of Columbia in Liber 126 at folios 99 and 123 and to the
agreement as shown on said plats not to build upon the area between the building restriction
lines and the lines of the street, except as permitted under the building regulations of the
District of Columbia, and further that the area between the building restriction lines of
the street shall be subject to all the provisions and conditions as expressed in the Act
of Congress approved May 31st, 1900 (31 Statutes, pages 248 and 249). Subject to
declaration, building restrictions and covenants of record.

Property Address: 1261 Gallatin Street NE, Washington, DC 20017 (the “Property”)
TAX ID: Square 3910, Lot 0072

Terms of Sale

The Property will be sold “WHERE IS” and in “ASIS” condition and the purchaser shall assume
the risk of loss or damage to the property after the time of the foreclosure sale. Neither the
Trustee, the party secured by the Deed of Trust, the auctioneer, nor any of their respective
agents, successors or assigns (collectively, the “Selling Parties”) make any representation
or warranties, express or implied, with respect to the Property, or any tenancies or parties in
possession, including, without limitation, the description, use, structural integrity, physical
condition, construction, extent of construction, workmanship, materials, habitability,
marketability, or insurability (hazard or title), subdivision, zoning, environmental condition,
compliance with building codes or other laws (such as Americans with Disabilities Act),
ordinances or regulations, fitness for a particular purpose, or merchantability of all or any
part of the Property. The purchaser waives and releases the Selling Parties from any and all
claims the purchaser or the purchaser’s successors or assigns may have now or may have
in the future relating to the sale or the condition of the Property. The Property will be sold
subject to rights of parties in possession, any building or housing violations, easements,
agreements, restrictions, terms, rights of way, covenants, conditions, rights of redemption,
other encumbrances, statutes, if any, affecting the Property, whether or not of record and all
statutes, ordinances or court rules, including any lien for unpaid condominium assessments
pursuant to D.C. Code § 42-1903.13, if applicable, to the extent such things have priority
over the Deed of Trust and to the extent such things survive the foreclosure sale. The Property
is also sold subject to a post-sale audit of the status of the loan. All interested bidders
are specifically encouraged to review all federal, state and local statutes, ordinances, and
court rules concerning the Property and to contact the appropriate governmental authorities
prior to the sale date regarding the Property, including without limitation, encumbrances,
liens, violations, permitted uses and the requirements, if any, for registration, obtaining
possession, cure of violations, construction, completion, or development. The Trustee
will not deliver possession to the purchaser, who shall be solely responsible for obtaining
possession of the property.

A deposit of the lesser of $54,000.00 or ten percent (10%) of the winning bid amount will be
required at the time of sale, such deposit to be in the form of a certified check or cashier's
check, or in such other form as the Trustee may determine, in his sole discretion. Whenever
the purchaser is also the party secured by the said Deed of Trust, payment of the required
deposit and purchase price is made by crediting the amount thereof to the indebtedness.
The balance in cash or immediately available funds, with interest at nine and seventy-five
hundredths per centum (9.75%) per annum from the date of sale to the date of settlement
or the balance of the proceeds are received by the Trustee, whichever is later, shall be paid
within thirty (30) days after the date of sale. There will be no abatement of interest due from
the purchaser in the event additional funds are tendered before settlement or if settlement
is delayed for any reason. The party secured by the Deed of Trust shall not be obligated to pay
interest if it is the purchaser. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.

Real property taxes, water charges, condominium fees and/or homeowner association
dues, all public charges/assessments payable on an annual basis, including sanitary
and/or metropolitan district charges, if applicable, to be adjusted for the current year to
date of sale and assumed thereafter by the purchaser. All costs incident to the settlement
and conveyancing including, without limitation, examination of title, conveyancing, all
recordation taxes and charges, all transfer taxes and charges, title insurance premiums,
notary fees, settlement fees and all other costs incident to settlement shall be at the cost
of the successful purchaser. Conveyance of the Property shall be by Trustee’s Deed, without
covenant or warranty, express or implied, specifically including marketability or insurability
(hazard or title), unless otherwise required by statute, court rule or the Deed of Trust. In
the event the Trustee is unable for any reason to convey title, the purchaser's sole remedy
at law or in equity shall be to request and receive a return of the deposit. Upon return of
the deposit, this sale shall be void and of no effect and the purchaser shall have no further
claim against the Trustee.

Compliance with terms of sale shall be made within thirty (30) days after the date of
sale or the deposit shall be forfeited. In the event of a default, all expenses of this sale
(including attorneys’ fees and trustee’s commission) shall be charged against and paid
out of the forfeited deposit, and any remaining balance of the forfeited deposit shall be
applied against the outstanding balance of the debt secured by the Deed of Trust, as
determined by the Trustee, unless expressly prohibited by statute, court rule or the Deed
of Trust. The Trustee may then re-advertise and resell the Property at the risk and cost of
the defaulting purchaser (such risk and cost shall include any attorneys’ fees or costs in
connection with all litigation, including appeals, involving the Property or the proceeds of a
resale; or contesting the Selling Parties’ right to conduct a resale; or seeking to invalidate
this sale unless expressly prohibited by statute, court rule or the Deed of Trust; and, if the
defaulting purchaser has received any ‘rent’ from any occupant or tenant of the Property
such amount received shall be promptly delivered to the Trustee; or, without reselling the
Property, the Trustee may avail himself of any legal or equitable remedies against the
defaulting purchaser). In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser shall not be
entitled to receive the surplus, if any, even if such surplus results from improvements to the
Property by said defaulting purchaser. This advertisement, as amended or supplemented by
any oral announcements during the conduct of the sale, constitutes the entire terms upon
which the property shall be offered for sale.

Benjamin P. Smith, Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:

Shulman Rogers, PA.

12505 Park Potomac Avenue, 6th Floor
Potomac, MD 20854

(301) 230-5241

HARVEY F —-
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T
AUCTIONEERS, INC.
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HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP
800 17TH STREET N.W., SUITE 1100
WASHINGTON, DC 20006
PHONE 202.469.5178

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
COMMERCIAL OFFICE BUILDING
WITH LOWER-LEVEL RETAIL

1800 M STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20036

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in that certain Deed of Trust, Assignment of Rents and Leases, Collateral
Assignment of Property Agreements, Security Agreement and Fixture Filing from 1800 M Street Owner, LP and 1800 M Street
TRS, LP, each a Delaware limited partnership (“Borrower”), dated as of December 8, 2021, and recorded with the District
of Columbia Recorder of Deeds (“Land Records”) as Instrument No. 2021161852, assigned to 1800 M Property Owner
LLC, a Delaware limited liability company (“Assignee”) by Assignment and Assumption of Interest Under Deed of Trust,
Assignment of Rents and Leases, Security Agreement and Fixture Filing recorded in the Land Records on November 15,
2024 as Instrument No. 2024107581 (collectively, the “Deed of Trust”), and those certain Notices of Foreclosure Sale of Real
Property, which were recorded in the Land Records on November 19, 2024 as Instrument Nos.: 2024108568 and 2024108570
pursuant to Sections 42-815 and 42-818 of the D.C. Code, the holder of the indebtedness secured thereby (the “Beneficiary”),
having appointed June L. Marshall and Philip T. Evans as Substitute Trustees (collectively, the “Substitute Trustees”) by
instrument duly executed, acknowledged and recorded among the Land Records as Instrument No.: 2024107582, default
having occurred under the terms of said Deed of Trust and at the request of the Beneficiary, the undersigned Substitute
Trustees, either of whom may act, will offer the following property for sale at Public Auction:

Sale to be held at the Offices of Alex Cooper Auctioneers, Inc.
4910 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 100
Washington, DC 20016
On Friday, December 20, 2024 at 11:00 a.m.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION (the “Real Estate”):

All of that certain lot or parcel of land situated, lying and being in the District of Columbia, and being more particularly
described as follows:

Parcel I: Lot 95 in Square 140 in a subdivision made by Knickerbocker Properties, Inc. VI, as per plat recorded in Liber 185
at folio 6 in the Office of Surveyor of the District of Columbia.

Parcel Il: TOGETHER WITH the benefits of that certain Easement Agreement, by and between Square 140 Associates, The
Equitable Life Assurance Society of the United States, Gustave Ring, et al, dated October 18, 1982, and recorded December
16, 1982 as Instrument No. 32590.

Parcel Ill: TOGETHER WITH the benefits of that certain Easement Agreement, by and between Square 140 Associates, The
Equitable Life Assurance Society of the United States, 1850 M Limited Partnership, et al, dated October 18, 1982, and
recorded December 16, 1982 as Instrument No. 32591.

FIXTURES, TANGIBLE AND INTANGIBLE PROPERTY
Pursuant to the Deed of Trust, Beneficiary holds a security interest and lien on all of the tangible and intangible assets of
Borrower and will sell at public auction on the same date and at the same time and place, all of the personalty, fixtures,
plans and property agreements of Borrower located on or about or related to the Real Estate that is subject to the security
interest and lien of Beneficiary and not owned by any third party and excepting therefrom any cash or cash accounts or
the like in the possession of Beneficiary or to which Beneficiary has rights or holds a security interest (such cash or cash
accounts or the like to remain the property of Beneficiary).

TOGETHER WITH any and all buildings, structures, improvements or appurtenances now erected on the Real Estate,
including, without limitation, all equipment, apparatus, machinery and fixtures of any kind or character forming a part of
said buildings, structures, improvements or appurtenances and located in, upon or about the Real Estate and any buildings
thereon, all as more particularly described in the Deed of Trust (collectively with the Real Estate, the “Property”). The
“Property” does not include any property owned by any tenants at the Property.

CONDITIONS OF SALE:

The Property will be sold in an “AS IS/WHERE IS” condition without any warranty as to condition, express or implied,
and without any representation or warranty as to the accuracy of the information furnished to prospectlve bidders by
the Substitute Trustees or any other party, if any, and without any other representations or warranty of any nature. In
particular, neither the Substitute Trustees nor the Beneficiary make any representation or warranty with respect to: (1) title
to the Property; (2) the existence, nonexistence, or continued existence, validity, scope or nature of any zoning, land use,
development, site plans, occupancy or other governmental permits or approvals; (3) fitness for any particular purpose or
use; (4) flood zone designations; (5) compliance with any and all zoning or building laws, regulations and ordinances; (6) the
fitness for habitation or the structural integrity or condition of any buildings or improvements; (7) ingress, egress or access
to the Property or any portion thereof, whether vehicular, pedestrian or otherwise; (8) the rights of parties in possession,
if any, or the existence, validity, terms, conditions or other matters with respect to any lease of all or any portion of the
Property; (9) the existence of any security deposits or rental payments; (10) the environmental condition of the Property or
the compliance of the Property with federal, state and local laws and regulations concerning the presence or disposal of
hazardous substances; (11) compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act or any similar law; or (12) the condition of
the Property, either patent or latent, of any nature whatsoever.

Neither the Substitute Trustees nor the Beneficiary shall have any obligation to obtain possession of the Property. It shall be
the purchaser’s obligation, at the purchaser’s sole cost, to obtain possession of the Property.

Conveyance shall be by Substitute Trustees’ Deed, without covenant or warranty, express or implied. RISK OF LOSS,
INSURABLE OR OTHERWISE, SHALL PASS TO THE PURCHASER IMMEDIATELY AND AUTOMATICALLY AT THE TIME OF SALE.
Neither the Substitute Trustees nor the Beneficiary shall have any obligation to obtain or maintain any insurance coverage
with respect to the Property.

The Property shall be sold subject to: (1) the rights of any tenant in possession of all or any portion of the Property under
its lease if such rights have priority over the Deed of Trust; (2) any easements, restrictions, declarations, site plans, and
restrictive covenants of record affecting the same, including, but not limited to any and all condominium restrictions,
declarations, bylaws and plats and amendments thereto; (3) any and all disclosures and conditions on any plats of record
affecting all or any portion of the Property; (4) any encroachments, overlaps, boundary line disputes and other matters
which could be disclosed by an accurate survey of the Property; (5) any matters which would be disclosed by a physical
inspection of the Property; (6) any and all environmental conditions, problems and/or violations, if any, that may exist on,
affect or relate to the Property or any buildings or improvements thereon; (7) any and all zoning laws, regulations, PUD
overlays, and ordinances or governmental permits or approvals affecting the Property (including without limitation any
housing or building code violations, the existence of any lead paint, ashestos or radon or any other hazardous or toxic
substances); and (8) all unfunded lease commissions, if any, and all unfunded lease and capital improvement costs, if any,
all of which shall be the sole responsibility of the successful purchaser. The successful purchaser waives and releases the
Substitute Trustees and the Beneficiary and each of their respective affiliates, agents, successors and assigns from any
and all claims the successful purchaser may now have or may have in the future whatsoever relating to all or any portion
of the Property, including without limitation: (1) any environmental condition or violation affecting all or any portion of the
Property; (2) any existing or future building or zoning code problems or violations, and (3) the accuracy or validity of any
information described herein. Acceptance of the Substitute Trustees deed to the Property by the successful purchaser shall
constitute a waiver of any and all claims against the Substitute Trustees or Beneficiary concerning any of the foregoing
matters. Certain occupancy leases to the United States Government, or agencies thereof, may require the consent of the
tenant to the assumption of such leases, and compliance with applicable law concerning the assignment of rights under
Government contracts.

IMPROVEMENTS:
The Property is believed to be improved by a ten (10) story commercial office building with lower-level retail.
TERMS OF SALE:

ALL CASH. This advertisement, as amended or supplemented by any oral announcements during the conduct of the sale,
constitutes the Substitute Trustees’ entire terms upon which the Property shall be offered for sale, sold or purchased. The
Substitute Trustees reserve the unqualified right to postpone the sale, withdraw the Property from sale, in whole or in part,
at any time before sale or to release the Property, in whole or in part, from the Deed of Trust at any time before the sale. If the
Substitute Trustees determine in their sole discretion that the final bid is not commensurate with the value of the Property,
they may reject the bid and withdraw the Property from sale. If any dispute arises among the bidders, the Substitute Trustees
shall have the sole and final discretion either to determine the successful bidder or to reoffer and resell the Property. A
deposit in the amount of Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) will be required at the time and place of sale as a condition to
bidding. Such deposit must be by cashier’s check or 'certified check or in such other form as the Substitute Trustees may
determine in their sole discretion, which check shall be payable to “June L. Marshall, Trustee, and Philip T. Evans, Trustee.”
The deposit must be increased to 5% of the purchase price within 2 business days after the foreclosure sale and delivered to
the Substitute Trustees in the same form of funds as the initial deposit; provided, however, that the Substitute Trustees may
require that the successful purchaser wire transfer the entire amount of the deposit in escrow to a title insurance company
approved by the Substitute Trustees, pursuant to an escrow agreement in form satisfactory to the Substitute Trustees.
The Beneficiary, or its nominee or its assignee, shall be exempted by the Substitute Trustees from submitting any bidding
deposit. In the event the successful purchaser fails to deliver the additional deposit as and when required, the initial deposit
will be forfeited. The Substitute Trustees will, as a condition of the sale, require all potential bidders except the Beneficiary
to show their deposit before any bidding begins. The retained deposit of the successful purchaser shall be applied, without
interest, to the successful purchaser's credit at settlement; provided, however, that in the event the successful purchaser
does not consummate the purchase in accordance with the terms of sale as herein provided, such deposit, at the option of
the Substitute Trustees, will be forfeited. The successful purchaser shall settle and comply with the sale terms within thirty
(30) days after date of sale unless said period is extended by the Substitute Trustees at the sole discretion of the Substitute
Trustees. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. The balance of the purchase price over and above the retained deposit, with interest
thereon at the interest rate then being charged under the notes secured by the Deed of Trust on the unpaid purchase money
from the date of sale to date of settlement (as hereinafter specified), will be due at settlement by bank wire transfer; and if
not so paid, the Substitute Trustees reserve the right to retain the deposit and resell the Property at the risk and cost of the
defaulting purchaser, after such advertisement and on such terms as the Substitute Trustees may deem proper, and to avail
themselves and the Beneficiary of any legal or equitable rights against the defaulting purchaser. The purchaser shall not be
entitled to any surplus proceeds or profit resulting from any resale of all or any portion of the Property.

All outstanding real property taxes shall be the sole responsibility of the successful purchaser. All other taxes and
assessments, including, but not limited to, ground rents, other public charges, sewer charges, water rents, regular and
special assessments and utilities payable on an annual or any other basis shall be adjusted as of the date of the foreclosure
sale and paid by the successful purchaser at settlement. The successful purchaser shall pay in full all costs incident to
the settlement and conveyancing including, without limitation, (i) examination of title and conveyancing charges, (ii) all
recordation taxes, fees and charges, (iii) all transfer taxes, fees and charges, (iv) title insurance premiums, if any, (v) notary
fees, (vi) settlement and escrow fees, and (vii) all other fees, costs and charges incident to settlement. Settlement will be
handled by Chicago Title Insurance Company in Washington, DC.

Neither the Substitute Trustees, the Auctioneer or the Beneficiary or its affiliates are liable individually or otherwise for any
matter relating to the sale or to the Property, except that if title to the Property cannot be transferred in accordance with the
terms hereof for any reason, such liability is limited solely to the return of the purchaser’s deposit. There shall be no other
rights or remedies against the Substitute Trustees, the Auctioneer and/or the Beneficiary or any of their respective affiliates,
agents, successors and assigns, either in law or equity.

NOTE: The material contained herein describing the Property has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable;
however, no express or implied warranty is made as to the accuracy of any description. All dimensions or areas referred to
herein are approximate.

For further information regarding the sale and the Property, please contact the offices or visit the website of the Auctioneer.

JUNE L. MARSHALL
PHILIP T. EVANS,
Substitute Trustees

@© ALEX COOPER
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McCabe, Weisberg & Conway, LLC
312 Marshall Avenue, Suite 800
Laurel, MD 20707
www.mwe-law.com

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE OF
APARTMENT BUILDING
BELIEVED TO CONTAIN 6 UNITS

“ANACOSTIA NEIGHBORHOOD"
known as
1521 V STREET, SE
WASHINGTON, DC 20020

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in a
certain Deed of Trust, Assignment of Leases and Rents,
and Security Agreement dated July 21, 2023 from 1521 V
ST SE LLC, a District of Columbia limited liability company
(“Borrower”), to the trustees named therein and recorded
on July 26, 2023 among the records of the Recorder of Deeds
for the District of Columbia (the “Records”) as Document
No. 2023063554 (the “Deed of Trust”), the holder of the
indebtedness secured by said Deed of Trust (“Noteholder”)
having subsequently appointed Laura H.G. 0’Sullivan,
Michael T. Cantrell, as Substitute Trustees (“Trustees”) in
the place of the original trustees under the Deed of Trust
by a Deed of Appointment of Substitute Trustees recorded
on November 1, 2024 as Document No. 2024103159 among
the Records, default having occurred under the terms of
the Deed of Trust and at the request of the Noteholder, and
pursuant to a Notice of Foreclosure Sale of Real Property or
Condominium Unit filed on November 19, 2024 as Document
No. 2024108559 among the Records in accordance with
D.C. Code § 42-815 and the applicable laws of the District
of Columbia, the Trustees will offer for sale to the highest
qualified bidder at a public auction within the office of
ALEX COOPER AUCTIONEERS, INC., 4910 MASSACHUSETTS
AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 100, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016 on

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2024
at 1:35 PM.

the following described land and premises (the “Land”):

Lot numbered Nine Hundred Seven (907), in Square
numbered Fifty Seven Seventy Nine (5779), in the
subdivision made by Edmond V. Lawrence and Mary A.
Lawrence, as per plat recorded in the Office of the Surveyor
for the District of Columbia in Liber 47 at Folio 7.

NOTE: At the date hereof the above described land is
designated on the Records of the Assessor of the District
of Columbia for assessment and taxation purposes as Lot
907 in Square 5779.

The Improvements comprise an apartment building believed
to contain a total of six (6) apartment units. It is located in
the Anacostia neighborhood.

TERMS OF SALE

Summary terms of sale: A deposit in the amount of One
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00), payable by
certified or cashier’s check, will be reqU|red of the purchaser
at the time and place of sale. Within two (2) business days
after the date of the sale, the purchaser of the Property
shall deliver a certified or cashier's check to the Trustees
to increase the purchaser's deposit to an amount that is
equal to ten percent (10%) of the full amount bid by such
purchaser at the sale. The balance of the purchase price,
together with interest thereon at the default rate contained
in the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to the date of
settlement, shall be due from the purchaser by wire transfer
or certified check within forty-five (45) calendar days from
the date of sale, unless such closing deadline is extended in
writing by the Trustees. Time is of the essence. If settlement
is delayed for any reason, there shall be no abatement of
interest on the unpaid purchase price. Settlement shall be
held at such place as may be agreed to by the Trustees.
In the event the Noteholder, or an affiliate or subsidiary
thereof, is the successful bidder at the sale, such party will
not be reqmred to make a deposit or to pay interest on the
unpaid purchase money. The Trustees reserve the right to
withdraw the Property from sale, to reject any and all bids
gt thetsale, and to extend the time for settlement, at their
iscretion.

The Property is being sold in an “AS IS” condition and
without any warranties or representations of any kind,
either express or implied, as to the value, nature, condition,
use or description of the Property or the improvements
thereon. The Property is also being sold subject to: (a)
any existing building and zoning code violations; (b)
any environmental problems and conditions, lead pamt
conditions, encroachments and/or violations which may
exist on or with respect to the Property; (c) any senior
liens, encumbrances, easements, conditions, restrictions,
agreements, declarations and covenants of record which
are not extinguished as a matter of law by the foreclosure
sale; (d) any rights of redemption; and (e) such state of
facts that an accurate survey or physical inspection of the
Property might disclose, if any. The purchaser is responsible
for conducting its own due diligence regarding the Property.

All senior liens, real estate taxes, water charges and
municipal charges and assessments owed against the
Property which are not extinguished as a matter of law
by the foreclosure sale shall be the sole responsibility
of the purchaser and shall be paid for by the purchaser
at settlement. The cost of all documentary stamps,
recordation taxes, transfer taxes, document preparation
costs, title examination costs and other costs associated
with conveying the Property to the purchaser shall also be
the sole responsibility of the purchaser and shall be paid for
by the purchaser at settlement.

The purchaser at the foreclosure sale shall assume the risk
of loss for the Property immediately after the sale takes
place. It shall be the purchaser’s responsibility to obtain
possession of the Property after the closing. The purchaser
shall not be entitled to receive any rent relating to the
Property until the Purchaser pays the entire purchase price
and closes on its purchase of the Property.

In the event the purchaser fails to increase the deposit or go
to settlement and pay the entire purchase price as required
herein, in addition to any other legal or equitable remedies
available to the Trustees and the Noteholder, the Trustees
may declare the aforementioned deposit forfeited by the
purchaser and resell the Property at the purchaser’s sole risk
and expense. In such event, the defaulting purchaser shall
be liable for the payment of any deficiency in the purchase
price sustained by the Trustees and/or the Noteholder, all
costs and expenses of both sales, attorneys’ fees, and
any other damages sustained by the Trustees and/or the
Noteholder, including, without limitation, all incidental
damages. In the event a resale of the Property results in a
sale in excess of the amount originally bid by the defaulting
purchaser, the defaulting purchaser waives any and all
claims, rights and interest to any such excess amount and
shall not be entitled to any distribution whatsoever from the
resale proceeds or a return of any portion of the purchaser’s
forfeited deposit.

If the Trustees are unable to convey the Property as
described above, the purchaser’s sole remedy at law or in
equity shall be limited to a refund of the aforementioned
deposit, without interest thereon. Upon refund of the deposit
to the purchaser as aforesaid, the sale shall be void and
of no effect, and the purchaser shall have no further claim
against the Trustees, the Noteholder or the Auctioneer
conducting the sale of the Property.

The parties’ respective rights and obligations regarding the
terms and conduct of the sale shall be governed by the laws
of the District of Columbia. (File #24-800378)

Additional terms and conditions may be announced at the
time of sale. All inquiries regarding the sale should be
directed to Paul R. Cooper at 410-977-4707.

Laura H.G. 0’Sullivan, Michael T. Cantrell,
Substitute Trustees
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE OF
GARDEN-STYLE APARTMENT BUILDING
BELIEVED TO CONTAIN 12 UNITS

“DEANWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD”

known as
4725 MINNESOTA AVENUE, NE
WASHINGTON, DC 20019

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in a
certain Deed of Trust, Assignment of Leases and Rents,
and Security Agreement dated July 21, 2023 from 4725
Minnesota Ave NE LLC, a Delaware limited liability company
(“Borrower”), to the trustees named therein and recorded
onJuly 26, 2023 among the records of the Recorder of Deeds
for the District of Columbia (the “Records”) as Document
No. 2023063626 (the “Deed of Trust”), the holder of the
indebtedness secured by said Deed of Trust (“Noteholder”)
having subsequently appointed Laura H.G. 0'Sullivan,
Michael T. Cantrell, as Substitute Trustees (“Trustees”) in
the place of the original trustees under the Deed of Trust
by a Deed of Appointment of Substitute Trustees recorded
on November 1, 2024 as Document No. 2024103160 among
the Records, default having occurred under the terms of
the Deed of Trust and at the request of the Noteholder, and
pursuant to a Notice of Foreclosure Sale of Real Property or
Condominium Unit filed on November 19, 2024 as Document
No. 2024108563 among the Records in accordance with
D.C. Code § 42-815 and the applicable laws of the District
of Columbia, the Trustees will offer for sale to the highest
qualified bidder at a public auction within the office of
ALEX COOPER AUCTIONEERS, INC., 4910 MASSACHUSETTS
AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 100, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016 on

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2024
at 1:25 PM.

the following described land and premises (the “Land”):
Lot numbered Nine (9) in Square numbered Fifty One
Hundred Sixty One (5161), in the subdivision made by
Cary W. Brincefield and Leatrice J. Brincefield, as per plat
recorded in the Office of the Surveyor for the District of
Columbia in Liber 145 at Folio 200.

Subject to a 35 foot easement and right of way for storm
and sanitary sewer and drainage purposes as granted to the
District of Columbia by Deed of Easement recorded among
the Land Records of the District of Columbia on April 19,
1960 in Liber 11407 at Folio 426 as Instrument No. 09830.
NOTE: At the date hereof the above described land is
designated on the Records of the Assessor of the District
of Columbia for assessment and taxation purposes as Lot
0009 in Square 5161.

The Improvements comprise a garden-style apartment
building believed to contain a total of twelve (12) apartment
units. It is located in the Deanwood neighborhood across
the street from the Deanwood metro stop.

TERMS OF SALE

Summary terms of sale: A deposit in the amount of One
Hundred” Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00), payable by
certified or cashier's check, will be reqU|red of the purchaser
at the time and place of sale. Within two (2) business days
after the date of the sale, the purchaser of the Property
shall deliver a certified or cashier's check to the Trustees
to increase the purchaser’s deposit to an amount that is
equal to ten percent (10%) of the full amount bid by such
purchaser at the sale. The balance of the purchase price,
together with interest thereon at the default rate contained
in the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to the date of
settlement, shall be due from the purchaser by wire transfer
or certified check within forty-five (45) calendar days from
the date of sale, unless such closing deadline is extended in
writing by the Trustees. Time is of the essence. If settlement
is delayed for any reason, there shall be no abatement of
interest on the unpaid purchase price. Settlement shall be
held at such place as may be agreed to by the Trustees.
In the event the Noteholder, or an affiliate or subsidiary
thereof, is the successful bidder at the sale, such party will
not be required to make a deposit or to pay interest on the
unpaid purchase money. The Trustees reserve the right to
withdraw the Property from sale, to reject any and all bids
gt thet_sale, and to extend the time for settlement, at their
iscretion.

The Property is being sold in an “AS IS” condition and
without any warranties or representations of any kind,
either express or implied, as to the value, nature, condition,
use or description of the Property or the improvements
thereon. The Property is also being sold subject to: (a)
any existing building and zoning code violations; (b)
any environmental problems and conditions, lead palnt
conditions, encroachments and/or violations which may
exist on or with respect to the Property; (c) any senior
liens, encumbrances, easements, conditions, restrictions,
agreements, declarations and covenants of record which
are not extinguished as a matter of law by the foreclosure
sale; (d) any rights of redemption; and (e) such state of
facts that an accurate survey or physical inspection of the
Property might disclose, if any. The purchaser is responsible
for conducting its own due diligence regarding the Property.

All senior liens, real estate taxes, water charges and
municipal charges and assessments owed against the
Property which are not extinguished as a matter of law
by the foreclosure sale shall be the sole responsibility
of the purchaser and shall be paid for by the purchaser
at settlement. The cost of all documentary stamps,
recordation taxes, transfer taxes, document preparation
costs, title examination costs and other costs associated
with conveying the Property to the purchaser shall also be
the sole responsibility of the purchaser and shall be paid for
by the purchaser at settlement.

The purchaser at the foreclosure sale shall assume the risk
of loss for the Property immediately after the sale takes
place. It shall be the purchaser’s responsibility to obtain
possession of the Property after the closing. The purchaser
shall not be entitled to receive any rent relating to the
Property until the Purchaser pays the entire purchase price
and closes on its purchase of the Property.

In the event the purchaser fails to increase the deposit or go
to settlement and pay the entire purchase price as required
herein, in addition to any other legal or equitable remedies
available to the Trustees and the Noteholder, the Trustees
may declare the aforementioned deposit forfeited by the
purchaser and resell the Property at the purchaser’s sole risk
and expense. In such event, the defaulting purchaser shall
be liable for the payment of any deficiency in the purchase
price sustained by the Trustees and/or the Noteholder, all
costs and expenses of both sales, attorneys’ fees, and
any other damages sustained by the Trustees and/or the
Noteholder, including, without limitation, all incidental
damages. In the event a resale of the Property results in a
sale in excess of the amount originally bid by the defaulting
purchaser, the defaulting purchaser waives any and all
claims, rights and interest to any such excess amount and
shall not be entitled to any distribution whatsoever from the
resale proceeds or a return of any portion of the purchaser’s
forfeited deposit.

If the Trustees are unable to convey the Property as
described above, the purchaser’s sole remedy at law or in
equity shall be limited to a refund of the aforementioned
deposit, without interest thereon. Upon refund of the deposit
to the purchaser as aforesaid, the sale shall be void and
of no effect, and the purchaser shall have no further claim
against the Trustees, the Noteholder or the Auctioneer
conducting the sale of the Property.

The parties’ respective rights and obligations regarding the
terms and conduct of the sale shall be governed by the laws
of the District of Columbia. (File #24-800377)

Additional terms and conditions may be announced at the
time of sale. All inquiries regarding the sale should be
directed to Paul R. Cooper at 410-977-4707.

Laura H.G. 0'Sullivan, Michael T. Cantrell,
Substitute Trustees
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TRUSTEE’S SALE
0f Valuable Real Estate located in the
District of Columbia
known as
5001-5005 Hanna Place, SE, Washington, DC 20019

By virtue of a certain Deed of Trust, Assignment of Rents
and Security Agreement duly recorded in the Land Records
of the District of Columbia on July 10, 2023, as Instrument
No. 2023057590 (the “Deed of Trust”) and in accordance
with the Notice of Foreclosure dated and recorded November
7, 2024, Public law 90-566, and at the request of the
party secured by the Deed of Trust, the Substitute Trustee
having been substituted for the trustee(s) named in said
Deed of Trust, will sell, at public auction, at the office of
HARVEY WEST AUCTIONEERS INC., 5335 Wisconsin Avenue,
NW, Suite 440, Washington, DC 20015, on December 12,
2024, at 10:35 A.M., some or all of the property described
in said Deed of Trust, including certain land and premises,
situate in the District of Columbia, and being now known for
purposes of assessment and taxation as Lot 0014, Square
5341, and more particularly described as follows:

BEING KNOWN AND DESIGNATED as Lot Numbered (Fourteen)
14 in Square numbered Fifty-three Hundred Forty-one
(5341), in a subdivision made by Eli Busada, as per plat
recorded in Liber 118 at Folio 125, of the Records of the
Surveyor for the District of Columbia.

The improvements are known as 5001-5005 Hanna Place,
SE, Washington, District of Columbia 20019.

Tax ID: Lot 0014, Square 5341 (the “Property”).
Terms of Sale

The Property will be sold “WHERE IS” and in “AS IS”
condition and the purchaser shall assume the risk of loss
or damage to the property after the time of the foreclosure
sale. Neither the Trustee, the party secured by the Deed of
Trust, the auctioneer, nor any of their respective agents,
successors or assigns (collectively, the “Selling Parties”)
make any representation or warranties, express or implied,
with respect to the Property, or any tenancies or parties in
possession, including without limitation, the description,
use, structural integrity, physical condition, construction,
extent of construction, workmanship, materials, habitability,
marketability, or insurability (hazard or title), subdivision,
zoning, environmental condition, compliance with building
codes or other laws (such as Americans with Disabilities
Act), ordinances or regulations, fitness for a particular
purpose, or merchantability of all or any part of the Property.
The purchaser waives and releases the Selling Parties
from any and all claims the purchaser or the purchaser’s
successors or assigns may have now or may have in the
future relating to the sale or the condition of the Property.
The Property will be sold subject to rights of parties in
possession, any building or housing violations, easements,
agreements, restrictions, terms, rights of way, covenants,
conditions, rights of redemption, other encumbrances,
statutes, if any, affecting the Property, whether or not of
record and all statutes, ordinances or court rules, including
any lien for unpaid condominium assessments pursuant to
D.C. Code § 42-1903.13, if applicable, to the extent such
things have priority over the Deed of Trust and to the extent
such things survive the foreclosure sale. The Property is
also sold subject to a post-sale audit of the status of the
loan. All interested bidders are specifically encouraged to
review all federal, state and local statutes, ordinances,
and court rules concerning the Property and to contact
the appropriate governmental authorities prior to the sale
date regarding the Property, including without limitation,
encumbrances, liens, violations, permitted uses and the
requirements, |fany, for reg|strat|0n obtaining possession,
cure of violations, construction, completion, or development.
The Trustee will not deliver possession to the purchaser, who
shall be solely responsible for obtaining possession of the
property.

A deposit of the lesser of $30,000.00 or ten percent (10%) of
the winning bid amount will be required at the time of sale,
such deposit to be in the form of a certified check, cashier’s
check, or in such other form as the Trustee may determine,
in his sole discretion. Whenever the purchaser is also the
party secured by the said Deed of Trust, payment of the
required deposit and purchase price is made by crediting
the amount thereof to the indebtedness. The balance
in cash or immediately available funds, with interest at
thirteen and ninety-nine hundredths per centum (13.99%)
per annum from the date of sale to the date of settlement
or the balance of the proceeds are received by the Trustee,
whichever is later, shall be paid within thirty (30) days after
the date of sale. There will be no abatement of interest
due from the purchaser in the event additional funds are
tendered before settlement or if settlement is delayed for
any reason. The party secured by the Deed of Trust shall not
be obligated to pay interest if it is the purchaser. TIME IS OF
THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER.

Real property taxes, water charges, condominium fees
and/or homeowner association dues, all public charges/
assessments payable on an annual baS|s including sanitary
and/or metropolitan district charges, if applicable, to be
adjusted for the current year to date of sale and assumed
thereafter by the purchaser. All costs incident to the
settlement and conveyancing including, without limitation,
examination of title, conveyancing, all recordation taxes
and charges, all transfer taxes and charges, title insurance
premiums, notary fees, settlement fees and all other costs
incident to settlement shall be at the cost of the successful
purchaser. Conveyance of the Property shall be by Trustee’s
Deed, without covenant or warranty, express or implied,
specifically including marketability or insurability (hazard
or title), unless otherwise required by statute, court rule or
the Deed of Trust. In the event the Trustee is unable for any
reason to convey title, the purchaser’s sole remedy at law
or in equity shall be to request and receive a return of the
deposit. Upon return of the deposit, this sale shall be void
and of no effect and the purchaser shall have no further
claim against the Trustee.

Compliance with terms of sale shall be made within thirty
(30) days after the date of sale or the deposit shall be
forfeited. In the event of a default, all expenses of this sale
(including attorneys’ fees and trustee’s commission) shall
be charged against and paid out of the forfeited deposit
as determined by the Trustee unless expressly prohibited by
statute, court rule or the Deed of Trust. The Trustee may
then re-advertise and resell the Property at the risk and cost
of the defaulting purchaser (such risk and cost shall include
any attorneys’ fees or costs in connection with all litigation,
including appeals, involving the Property or the proceeds of
a resale; or contesting the Selling Parties’ right to conduct
a resale; or seeking to invalidate this sale unless expressly
prohibited by statute, court rule or the Deed of Trust; and, if
the defaulting purchaser has received any ‘rent’ from any
occupant or tenant of the Property such amount received
shall be promptly delivered to the Trustee; or, without
reselling the Property, the Trustee may avail himself of
any legal or equitable remedies against the defaulting
purchaser). In the event of a resale, the defaulting
purchaser shall not be entitled to receive the surplus, if
any, even if such surplus results from improvements to the
Property by said defaulting purchaser. This advertisement,
as amended or supplemented by any oral announcements
during the conduct of the sale, constitutes the entire terms
upon which the property shall be offered for sale.

Benjamin P. Smith, Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:

Shulman Rogers, PA.

12505 Park Potomac Avenue, 6th Floor
Potomac, MD 20854

(301) 230-5241
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BuckmanLegal, PLLC
1808 Florida Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20009

202-351-6100

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
REAL PROPERTY
1030 15th Street NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20005
Lots 845, 847, 848 in Square 198
(Including all Easement)

By virtue of a Deed of Trust, Assignment of Leases and
Rents, Security Agreement and Fixture Filing (“Deed of
Trust”) recorded among the land records of the District of
Columbia, on August 24, 2017 as Instrument #2017094222
in accordance with Public Law 90-566, a default having
occurred thereby and after notice recorded among the
same land records on November 13, 2024 as Instrument
#2024106925 and at the request of the party secured
thereby, the undersigned Substitute Trustees who were
appointed by Deed of Appointment of Substitute Trustees
recorded on October 17, 2024 as Instrument #2024097631
will offer to sell at public auction, within the offices of
HARVEY WEST AUCTIONEERS, INC. 5335 Wisconsin Avenue
NW Suite 440, Washington, DC 20015 202-463-4567 on
December 17, 2024 AT 12:30 PM, the land and premises,
situated in the District of Columbia and designated as being
Lots 845, 847, 848 in Square 198 and more particularly
described in said Deed of Trust.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $1,500,000 by cashier's
check will be required at time of sale. Settlement shall
occur within 30 days. There will be no adjustments for
real estate taxes, water and sewer charges or fees, special
assessments, District of Columbia fines or liens, etc.
Purchaser pays interest on the purchase price at note rate
8.65 percent from the day of sale to the day of settlement.
The Purchaser assumes all risks of loss following the
sale. Purchaser pays all conveyance fees, recordation tax,
transfer tax, outstanding taxes, special assessments,
District of Columbia fines or liens, water bills, water and
sewer liens. Purchaser purchases the Property subject
to all leases, superior liens or loans, etc. The property is
sold in “AS IS WHERE IS CONDITION and SUBJECT TO ALL
FAULTS”, as of the day and time of sale including any tenant
or tenancy. Pursuant to the terms of the Deed of Trust, all
personal property of the Borrower located at or about the
Property shall be subject to and part of the public auction
described above. Neither the Substitute Trustees nor the
holder of the Note, or their respective agents, successors,
and assigns, make any representations or warranties with
respect to the Title, the Property, the Zoning Classification,
and the existence of a Certificate of Occupancy or Business
License. Should the Substitute Trustees be unable to
convey good and marketable title, then, in that event, the
Substitute Trustees and Purchaser mutually agree that the
Purchaser’s sole remedy in law or equity shall be the refund
of the deposit to the Purchaser. If the Substitute Trustees
determine, in their sole and absolute discretion, that the
final bid is not commensurate with the value of the Property,
they may reject the bid and withdraw the Property from
sale. The Substitute Trustees do not guarantee title or the
Purchaser’s ability to obtain Title Insurance or financing.
Upon refund of the deposit, the sale shall be void and of no
effect. The Substitute Trustees, their attorneys and/or the
note holder shall not be liable individually or otherwise for
any matters relating to this sale, title and/or the property.
The defaulting Purchaser shall not be entitled to any
surplus proceeds or profits resulting from any resale of the
Property. The Substitute Trustees will not deliver possession
of the Property to the successful bidder, who shall be
solely responsible for obtaining physical possession of the
Property. The original Affidavit of Non-Residential Mortgage
Foreclosure is recorded among the Land Records of the
District of Columbia on October 18, 2024 as Instrument
Number 2024098122. Additional terms and conditions
will be announced at the time of the sale. TIME IS OF THE
ESSENCE.

Steven M. Buckman

Jason S. Guetzkow
Substitute Trustees
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& Montgomery County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
MARYLAND

0012477498
&l Prince Georges County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
MARYLAND

BENJAMIN P. SMITH, et al. CARRIE M. WARD, et al.

Substitute Trustees 6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101
Plaintiffs Rockville, MD 20852

Substitute Trustees/Plaintiff,
vs.

VSs.
SKR GLOBAL ADVISORS LLC

2 Montgomery County |K& Montgomery County

Brock and Scott, PLLC
5431 Oleander Drive
Wilmington NC, 28403

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE OF
VALUABLE FEE SIMPLE PROPERTY
KNOWN AS
10301 Bloom Drive
Damascus, MD 20872

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in a
certain Deed of Trust to THOMAS P. DORE, Trustee(s), dated
December 30, 2011, and recorded among the Land Records
of MONTGOMERY COUNTY MARYLAND in Liber 43091

folio 86, MODIFIED NOVEMBER 22, 2022 IN BOOK 66527
PAGE 224 the holder of the indebtedness secured by this
Deed of Trust having appointed the undersigned Substitute
Trustees, by instrument duly recorded among the aforesaid
Land Records, default having occurred under the terms
thereof, and at the request of the party secured thereby,
the undersigned Substitute Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction at THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE
LOCATED AT 50 MARYLAND AVENUE, ROCKVILLE, MD 20850

’

DECEMBER 11, 2024 at 11:00 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD and
described as follows:

LOT NUMBERED SEVENTY-FIVE (75) IN A SUBDIVISION
KNOWN AS “PLAT TWO, GREENHILLS” AS PER PLAT
THEREOF DULY RECORDED AMONG THE LAND RECORDS OF
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND IN PLAT BOOK 13766.

The property will be sold in an “AS IS WHERE IS”
condition without either express or implied warranty or
representation, including but not limited to the description,
fitness for a particular purpose or use, structural integrity,
physical condition, construction, extent of construction,
workmanship, materials, liability, zoning, subdivision,
environmental condition, merchantability, compliance
with building or housing codes or other laws, ordinances
or regulations, or other similar matters, and subject to
easements, agreements and restrictions of record which
affect the same, if any. The property will be sold subject to
all conditions, liens, restrictions and agreements of record
affecting same including any condominium and of HOA
assessments pursuant to Md Real Property Article 11-110.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $19,000.00 payable in
certified check or by a cashier's check will be required from
purchaser at time of sale, balance in immediately available
funds upon final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court of
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND interest to be paid at
the rate of 7.5% on unpaid purchase money from date of
sale to date of settlement. The secured party herein, if a
bidder, shall not be required to post a deposit. Third party
purchaser (excluding the secured party) will be required to
complete full settlement of the purchase of the property
within TEN (10) CALENDAR DAYS of the ratification of the
sale by the Circuit Court otherwise the purchaser's deposit
shall be forfeited and the property will be resold at the risk
and expense, of the defaulting purchaser. All other public
charges and private charges or assessments, including
water/sewer charges, ground rent, taxes if any, to be
adjusted to date of sale. Cost of all documentary stamps and
transfer taxes and all other costs incident to the settlement
shall be borne by the purchaser. If applicable, condominium
and/or homeowner association dues and assessments will
be adjusted to date of sale. If the sale is rescinded or not
ratified for any reason, including post sale lender audit, or
the Substitute Trustees are unable to convey insurable title
or a resale is to take place for any reason, the purchaser(s)
sole remedy in law or equity shall be limited to the refund of
the aforementioned deposit. The purchaser waives all rights
and claims against the Substitute Trustees whether known
or unknown. These provisions shall survive settlement Upon
refund of the deposit, this sale shall be void and of no effect,
and the purchaser shall have no further claim against the
Substitute Trustees. The sale is subject to post-sale review
of the status of the loan and that if any agreement to cancel
the sale was entered into by the lender and borrower prior
to the sale then the sale is void and the purchaser’s deposit
shall be refunded without interest. Additional terms and
conditions, if applicable, maybe announced at the time
and date of sale. Sale is subject to the attestation by the
Borrower in accordance with Section 5.A of the Governor's
order of 10.16.2020 . File No. (23-10964)

JOHN ANSELL, JOHN C. HANRAHAN,
BRENNAN FERGUSON JEREMY B. WILKINS
AMANDA DRISCOLE ROBERT OLIVERI,
PAUL HEINMULLER, Substitute Trustees
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Brock and Scott, PLLC
5431 Oleander Drive
Wilmington NC, 28403

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE OF
VALUABLE FEE SIMPLE PROPERTY
KNOWN AS

2608 Bel Pre Road
Silver Spring, MD 20906

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in a
certain Deed of Trust to LESLIE J. KEIDEL, Trustee(s), dated
December 16, 2008, and recorded among the Land Records
of MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND in Liber 36313, folio
11, the holder of the indebtedness secured by this Deed
of Trust having appointed the undersigned Substitute
Trustees, by instrument duly recorded among the aforesaid
Land Records, default having occurred under the terms
thereof, and at the request of the party secured thereby,
the undersigned Substitute Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction at THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE
LOCATED AT 50 MARYLAND AVENUE, ROCKVILLE, MD 20850

’

DECEMBER 11, 2024 at 11:00 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD and
described as follows:

LOT NUMBERED SIX (6) IN BLOCK LETTERED “H”, IN THE
SUBDIVISION KNOWN AS “PLAT 5, LAYHILL VILLAGE”, IN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND, AS PER PLAT THEREOF
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 75 AT PLAT 7448, ONE OF THE
LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND. TAX
ID #: 13-01438191 PROPERTY ADDRESS: 2608 BEL PRE
ROAD, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20906

The property will be sold in an “AS IS WHERE IS”
condition without either express or implied warranty or
representation, including but not limited to the description,
fitness for a particular purpose or use, structural integrity,
physical condition, construction, extent of construction,
workmanship, materrals liability, zoning, subdivision,
environmental condrtlon merchantability, compliance
with building or housing Gcodes or other laws, ordinances
or regulations, or other similar matters, and subject to
easements, agreements and restrictions of record which
affect the same, if any. The property will be sold subject to
all conditions, liens, restrictions and agreements of record
affecting same including any condominium and of HOA
assessments pursuant to Md Real Property Article 11-110.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $34,000.00 payable in
certified check or by a cashier's check will be required from
purchaser at time of sale, balance in immediately available
funds upon final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court of
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND interest to be paid at
the rate of 6.75 % on unpaid purchase money from date
of sale to date of settlement. The secured party herein, if a
bidder, shall not be required to post a deposit. Third party
purchaser (excluding the secured party) will be required to
complete full settlement of the purchase of the property
within TEN (10) CALENDAR DAYS of the ratification of the
sale by the Circuit Court otherwise the purchaser’s deposit
shall be forfeited and the property will be resold at the risk
and expense, of the defaulting purchaser. All other public
charges and private charges or assessments, including
water/sewer charges, ground rent, taxes if any, to be
adjusted to date of sale. Cost of all documentary stamps and
transfer taxes and all other costs incident to the settlement
shall be borne by the purchaser. If applicable, condominium
and/or homeowner association dues and assessments will
be adjusted to date of sale. If the sale is rescinded or not
ratified for any reason, including post sale lender audit, or
the Substitute Trustees are unable to convey insurable title
or a resale is to take place for any reason, the purchaser(s)
sole remedy in law or equity shall be limited to the refund of
the aforementioned deposit. The purchaser waives all rights
and claims against the Substitute Trustees whether known
or unknown. These provisions shall survive settlement Upon
refund of the deposit, this sale shall be void and of no effect,
and the purchaser shall have no further claim against the
Substitute Trustees. The sale is subject to post-sale review
of the status of the loan and that if any agreement to cancel
the sale was entered into by the lender and borrower prior
to the sale then the sale is void and the purchaser’s deposit
shall be refunded without interest. Additional terms and
conditions, if applicable, maybe announced at the time
and date of sale. Sale is subject to the attestation by the
Borrower in accordance with Section 5.A of the Governor’s
order of 10.16.2020 . File No. (23-25933 )

BRENNAN FERGUSON, JOHN C. HANRAHAN,
JEREMY B. WILKINS, AMANDA DRISCOLE,
ROBERT OLIVERI, PAUL HEINMULLER,
Substitute Trustees
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Brock and Scott, PLLC
5431 Oleander Drive
Wilmington NC, 28403

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE OF
VALUABLE FEE SIMPLE PROPERTY
KNOWN AS
10459 FREDERICK ROAD
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in a
certain Deed of Trust to JACKIE MILLER, Trustee(s), dated
September 27, 2005, and recorded among the Land
Records of HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND in Liber 9557 ,
folio 631 , the holder of the indebtedness secured by this
Deed of Trust having appointed the undersigned Substitute
Trustees, by instrument duly recorded among the aforesaid
Land Records, default having occurred under the terms
thereof, and at the request of the party secured thereby, the
undersigned Substitute Trustee will offer for sale at public
auction at THE HOWARD COUNTY COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT
9250 JUDICIAL WAY, ELLICOTT CITY, MD 21043 ON,

DECEMBER 11, 2024 at 12:30 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
]'Ehﬁreon situated in HOWARD COUNTY, MD and described as
ollows:

ALL THE SAME LOT OR PARCEL OF GROUND SITUATE IN
THE SECOND ELECTION DISTRICT OF HOWARD COUNTY,
MARYLAND, CONTAINING 0.864 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AND
BEING PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN THAT DEED FROM H.
LEE RAMSBURG AND ALVA S. RAMSBURG, JR. TO ANASTASIOS
G. KOUMBOULIS AND PANAGIOTA E. KOUMBOULIS, HIS WIFE,
DATED OCTOBER 16, 1972, AND RECORDED AMONG THE
LAND RECORDS OF HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND, AT LIBER
CMP NO. 612, FOLIO 161. THE IMPROVEMENTS THEREON
BEING KNOWN AS 10459 OLD FREDERICK ROAD, ELLICOT
CITY, MARYLAND 21042.

The property will be sold in an “AS IS WHERE IS”
condition without either express or implied warranty or
representation, including but not limited to the description,
fitness for a particular purpose or use, structural integrity,
physical condition, construction, extent of construction,
workmanship, materials, liability, zoning, subdivision,
environmental condition, merchantability, compliance
with building or housing codes or other laws, ordinances
or regulations, or other similar matters, and subject to
easements, agreements and restrictions of record which
affect the same, if any. The property will be sold subject to
all conditions, liens, restrictions and agreements of record
affecting same including any condominium and of HOA
assessments pursuant to Md Real Property Article 11-110.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $27,500.00 payable in
certified check or by a cashier's check will be required
from purchaser at time of sale, balance in immediately
available funds upon final ratification of sale by the Circuit
Court of HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND interest to be paid
at the rate of 4% on unpaid purchase money from date of
sale to date of settlement. The secured party herein, if a
bidder, shall not be required to post a deposit. Third party
purchaser (excluding the secured party) will be required to
complete full settlement of the purchase of the property
within TEN (10) CALENDAR DAYS of the ratification of the
sale by the Circuit Court otherwise the purchaser’s deposit
shall be forfeited and the property will be resold at the risk
and expense, of the defaulting purchaser. All other public
charges and private charges or assessments, including
water/sewer charges, ground rent, taxes if any, to be
adjusted to date of sale. Cost of all documentary stamps and
transfer taxes and all other costs incident to the settlement
shall be borne by the purchaser. If applicable, condominium
and/or homeowner association dues and assessments will
be adjusted to date of sale. If the sale is rescinded or not
ratified for any reason, including post sale lender audit, or
the Substitute Trustees are unable to convey insurable title
or a resale is to take place for any reason, the purchaser(s)
sole remedy in law or equity shall be limited to the refund of
the aforementioned deposit. The purchaser waives all rights
and claims against the Substitute Trustees whether known
or unknown. These provisions shall survive settlement Upon
refund of the deposit, this sale shall be void and of no effect,
and the purchaser shall have no further claim against the
Substitute Trustees. The sale is subject to post-sale review
of the status of the loan and that if any agreement to cancel
the sale was entered into by the lender and borrower prior
to the sale then the sale is void and the purchaser’s deposit
shall be refunded without interest. Additional terms and
conditions, if applicable, maybe announced at the time
and date of sale. Sale is subject to the attestation by the
Borrower in accordance with Section 5.A of the Governor's
order of 10.16.2020 . File No. (18-07943 )

THOMAS W. HODGE, GENE JUNG,
ROBERT M. OLIVERI, CHRISTINE JOHNSON,
MELISSA ALCOCER, JEANA MCMURRAY,
BRENNAN FERGUSON, JESSICA ELLIOTT,

a/k/a
SKR GLOBAL ADVISERS, LLC
Defendants

Civil No. C-15-CV-24-005200

NOTICE PURSUANT TO
RULE 14-305(d)

Pursuant to Rule 14-305(d), No-
tice is hereby given this 5 day
of December, 2024, by the
Circuit Court for Montgomery
County, Maryland, that the sale
of the property mentioned in
these proceedings, made and
reported by Benjamin P. Smith,
Substitute Trustee herein, will
be ratified and confirmed, unless
cause to the contrary ‘thereof
be shown on or before the 6th
day of January 2025, provided
a copy of this Notice be inserted
in some newspaper published in
said City once in each of three
successive weeks before the
6th day of January, 2025. The
report states the amount of sale
to be $2,000,000.00. The prop-
erty sold has the following street
address:

Tax ID No. 10-02102361
6813 Capri Place
Bethesda, Maryland 20817
File No. 140683.00002

KAREN A. BUSHELL
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dec 9,16,23 2024 0012479060

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
MARYLAND

ANDREW J. BRENNER. et. al
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101
Rockville, MD 20852
Substitute Trustees/Piaintiffs,

VS.

WILLIAM P. CAPOTOSTO
LAURENE A. CAPOTOSTO
1017 Scott Avenue
Rockville, MD 20851
Defcndant(s).

Case No.C-15-CV-24-000917
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 4 day
of December, 2024, by the Cir-
cuit Court for Montgomery Coun-
ty, Maryland, that the sale of the
property mentioned in these
proceedings and described as
1017 Scott Avenue, Rockville,
MD 20851, made and reported
by the Substitute Trustee, will be
RATIFIED AND CONFIRMED, un-
less cause to the contrary there-
of be shown on or before the 6th
day of January 2025, provided a
copy of this NOTICE be inserted
in some daily newspaper printed
in said County, once in each of
three successive weeks before
the 6th day of January 2025.
The report states the purchase
Brrce at the Foreclosure sale to
e $430,000.00.

KAREN A. BUSHELL
Clerk, Circuit Court for
Montgomery County, Maryland

BWW#:MD-366084

Dec 9,16,23 2024 0012478876

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
MARYLAND

KEITH YACKO, et al,
Substitute Trustee,
Plaintiff,

V.

PAUL V MARGOLIS, et al,
Defendants.

Case No. C-15-CV-24-004224
NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued this 25
day of November, 2024, that
the sale of the property in this
case, 9 SEEK CT SILVER SPRING,
MD 20912, reported by Jennifer
Deardorff, Attorney for the Sub-
stitute Trustee, be ratified and
confirmed, unless cause to the
contrary be shown on or before
the 26 day of December, 2024,
provided a copy of this Notice be
inserted in Washington Post, a
newspaper published in MONT-
GOMERY County, Maryland, once
in each of three (3) 'successive
weeks on or before the 26 day
of December, 2024. The report
states the amount of sale to be
$295,000.00.

KAREN A. BUSHELL
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dec 2,9,16 2024 0012477818

IFETAYO OLUFEMI AL-DIN
aa1o Oglethorpe Street

nit 7
Hyattsville, MD 20781
Defendant(s).

Case No.C-16-CV-23-005464
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this
4th day of December, 2024,
by the Circuit Court for Prince
George's County, Maryland, that
the sale of the property men-
tioned in these proceedings and
described as 4410 Oglethorpe
Street., Unit 703, Hyattsville,
MD 20781 made and reported
by the Substitute Trustee, will be
RATIFIED AND CONFIRMED, un-
less cause to the contrary there-
of be shown on or before the 6th
day of January, 2025, provided
a copy of this NOTICE be inserted
in some daily newspaper printed
in said County, once in each of
three successive weeks before
the 6th day of January, 2025.
The report states the purchase

rice at the Foreclosure sale to

e $66,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin

Clerk, Circuit Court for
Prince George’s County,
Maryland

BWW#MD-367615

Dec 9,16,23 2024 0012479068

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

HUNTER C. PIEL,
SCOTT B. WHEAT,
Substitute Trustees,

\'A

NEW CHAPEL BAPTIST
CHURCH, INC.,
Defendant

Case No.: C-16-CV-24-002639

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE is hereby given this 22
day of November, 2024, by the
Circuit Court for Prince George's
County, Maryland, that the sale
of the properties mentioned in
the above captioned proceed-
ing, described as: (i) 5611 Old
Branch Avenue, Temple Hills,
Maryland 20748; and (ii) 5615
old “Branch Avenue, Temple
Hills, Maryland 20748 (collec-
tively, the “Property”), and re-
ported by Hunter C. Piel, Substi-
tute Trustee, shall be ratified and
confirmed, Unless cause to the
contrary thereof be shown on or
before the 23 day of December,
2024, provided that a copy of
this NOTICE be published at least
once a week in each of three (3)
successive weeks in some news-
Faper of general circulation pub-
shed in Prince George’s County,
Maryland, before the 23rd day
of December, 2024. The Re-
port of Sale states the amount
of the sale of the Property to be
$443,000.00.

Mahasin EI Amin
CLERK, CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

Dec 2,9,16 2024 0012477886

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
MARYLAND

KEITH YACKO, et al,
Substitute Trustee,
Plaintiff,

V.

THOMAS J. KOKOLIS ,
AS THE PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE OF
THE ESTATE OF
JOYCE QUEEN, et al,
Defendants.

Case No. C-16-CV-24-000950
NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued this 3
day of December, 2024, that
the sale of the property in this
case, 13400  MESSENGER
PLACE _UPPER MARLBORO,
MD 20774, reported by Jennifer
Deardorff, Attorney for the Sub-
stitute Trustee, be ratified and
confmned, unless cause to the
contrary be shown on or before
the 3 day of January, 2025,
provided a copy of this Notice
be inserted in Washington Post, a
newspaper published in PRINCE
GEORGE'S County, Maryland,
once in each of three (3) succes-
sive weeks on or before the 3
day of January, 2025. The report
states the amount of sale to be
$442,000.00.

Mahasin EI Amin
Clerk

Dec 9,16,23 2024 0012479063

Baltimore, MD 21286
410-769-9797

Nov 25,Dec 2,9 2024
& Prince Georges County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
MARYLAND

ANDREW J. BRENNER, et. al.
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101
Rockville, MD 20852
Substitute Trustees/Plaintiff ,

VS.

CURTIS JAHMAL PARKER
1018 Fallcrest Court
Unit 301

Bowie, MD 20721
Defendant(s).

Case No0.C-16-CV-24-003627
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 4th
day of December, 2024, by the
Circuit Court for Prince George’s
County, Maryland, that the sale
of the property mentioned in
these proceedmgs and described
as 1018 Fallcrest Court, Unit
301, Bowie, MD 20721, made
and reported by the Substitute
Trustee, will be RATIFIED AND
CONFIRMED; unless cause to the
contrary thereof be shown on or
before the 6th day of January,
2025, provided a copy of this
NOTICE be inserted in some daily
newspaper printed in said Coun-
, once in each of three succes-
sive weeks before the 6th day of
January, 2025. The report states
the purchase price at the Fore-
closure sale to be $118,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin

Clerk, Circuit Court for
Prince George’s County,
Maryland

BWW#MD-371118

Dec 9,16,23 2024 0012479066

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
MARYLAND

KEITH YACKO, et al,
Substitute Trustee,
Plaintiff,

V.

THE ESTATE OF
PATRICIA A. REILLY, et al,
Defendants.

Case No. C-16-CV-24-003352
NOTICE

Notrce is hereb% issued thrs 3

day of December, 2024,
the sale of the property in thrs
case, 9717 NARRAGANSETT
PKWY COLLEGE PARK, MD
20740, reported by Jennifer
Deardorff, Attorney for the Sub-
stitute Trustee, be ratified and
confirmed, unless cause to the
contrary be shown on or before
the 3 day of January, 2025,
provided a copy of this Notice
be inserted in Washington Post, a
newspaper publi_shed in PRINCE
GEORGE'S County, Maryland,
once in each of three (3) succes-
sive weeks on o before the 3 day
of January, 2025. The report
states the amount of sale to be
$355,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin
Clerk

Dec 9,16,23 2024 0012479062

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
MARYLAND

KEITH YACKO, et al,
Substitute Trustee,
Plaintiff,

V.

DANIEL A. NAJERA , et al,
Defendants.

Case No. C-16-CV-24-002935
NOTICE

Notice is hereb% issued this 3
day of December, 2024, that
the sale of the property in this
case, 11709 EMACK RD BELTS-
VILLE, MD 20705, reported by
Jennifer Deardorff, Attorney for
the Substitute Trustee, be ratified
and confirmed, unless cause to
the contrag/ be shown on or be-
fore the 3 day of January, 2025,
provided a copy ofthis Notice be
inserted in Washington Post, a
newspaper published in PRINCE
GEORGE'S  County, Maryland,
once in each of three (3) suc-
cessive weeks on or before the
3 day of January, 2025. The re-
ort States the amount of sale to
e $380,498.9

Mahasin El Amin
Clerk

Dec 9,16,23 2024 0012479061

0012475877
& Prince Georges County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

HUNTER C. PIEL, et al.
Substitute Trustees,

V.

SNOW BLANCO LLC,
Defendant.

Subject Property:
321 Bending Branch Way,

nit 1
Hyattsville, MD 20785
Case No.: C-16-CV-24-004137
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
SALE

NOTICE is hereby given this 4th
day of December, 2024, by the
Circuit Court for Prince George's
County, Maryland, that the sale
of the property mentioned in
the above captioned proceed-
ing, described as 921 Bending
Branch Way, Unit 1, Hyattsville,
Maryland 20785 (th
ty”), and reported by Hunter C.
Piel, Substitute Trustee, shall be
ratified and confirmed,” unless
cause to the contrary thereof
be shown on or before the 6th
day of January, 2025, provided
that a copy of this NOTICE be
published at least once a week
In each of three (3) successive
weeks in_some newspaper of
general circulation published in

the Property to be $221,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin
CLERK, CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

Dec 9,16,23 2024 0012479114

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
MARYLAND

ANDREW J. BRENNER, et. al.
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101
Rockville, MD 20852
Substitute Trustees/Plaintiffs,

VS.

PETER MUNOH ACHA
(DECEASED)

9701 Dale Drive

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
Defendant(s).

Case No0.C-16-CV-24-003811
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 5th
day of December, 2024, by the

Circuit Court for Prince George's
County, Maryland, that the sale
of the property mentioned in
these proceedings and described
as 9701 Dale Drive, Upper
Marlboro, MD 20772, made
and reported by the Substitute
Trustee, will be RATIFIED AND
CONFIRMED, unless cause to the
contrary thereof be shown on or
before the 6th day of January,
2025, provided a copy of this
NOTICE be inserted in some daily
newspaper printed in said Coun-
ty, once in each of three succes-
sive weeks before the 6th day of
January, 2025. The report states
the purchase price at the Fore-
closure sale to be $349,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin

Clerk, Circuit Court for
Prince George's County,
Maryland

BWW#MD-371262

Dec 9,16,23 2024 0012479120

Did you hear The Post today?

Washington Post podcasts go with you everywhere
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AUCTIONEERS, LLC

E. Joy

Hamplon Blaza Sute 1103
Ballimore, MD 21286
410-769-97¢

Nov 25,Dec 2,9 2024

G2 Prince Georges County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
MARYLAND

ROBERT A. JONES, et al
Plaintiffs, Substitute Trustees

V.

CHRISTOPHER LOVE
Defendant(s)

Civil Action No. CAEF19-19461
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 21
day of November, 2024 by the
Crrcmt Court for Prince George's
County, Maryland, that the sale of
the property mentioned in these
proceedings and described as
6410 Woodley Road, Clinton,
MD 20735 will be ratified and
confirmed, unless cause to the
contrary thereof be shown on or
before the 23 day of December,
2024, provided a copy of this NO-
TICE be published at least once a
week in each of three successive
weeks in some newspaper of
general circulation published in
said County before the 23 day
of December, 2024. The Report
of Sale states the amount of the
sale to be $263,800.00.

Mahasin EI Amin

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
MARYLAND

SIWPC File# 85189

Dec 2,9,16 2024 0012477575

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
MARYLAND

ANDREW J. BRENNER, et. al.
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101
Rockville, MD 20852
Substitute Trustees/Plaintiffs,

Vs.

MICHAL MEBANE (DECEASED)
10417 Campus Way South
Upper Marlboro, MD 20774
Defendant(s).

Case No.C-16-CV-24-003207
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 21
day of November, 2024, by the
Circuit Court for Prince George's
County, Maryland, that the sale
of the property mentioned in
these proceedings and described
as 10417 Campus Way South,
Upper Marlboro, MD 20774,
made and reported by the Sub-
stitute Trustee, will be RATIFIED
AND CONFIRMED, unless cause
to the contrary thereof be shown
on or before the 23 day of De-
cember, 2024, provided a copy
e inserted in
some daily newspaper printed
in said County, once in each of
three _successive weeks before
the 23 day of December, 2024.
The report states the purchase
rice at the Foreclosure sale to
e $247,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin

Clerk, Circuit Court for
Prince George’s County,
ryland

BWW#MD-358611

Dec 2,9,16 2024 0012477577

S0108 2x2
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0012475366

B Prince Georges County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
MARYLAND

KEITH YACKO, et al,
Substitute Trustee,
Plaintiff,

V.
JEANNETTE M. WILLIAMS,
etal,
Defendants.
Case No. C-16-CV-24-002320
NOTICE

Notrce is hereb% issued this 5
day of December, 2024, tha
the sale of the property in thrs
case, 6906 BLUE HOLLY COURT
DISTRICT HEIGHTS, MD 20747,
reported by Jennifer Deardor‘ff
Attorney for the Substitute Trust-
ee, be ‘ratified and confirmed,
unless cause to the contra
be shown on or before the 6tl
day of January, 2025, provided
a copy of this Notice be inserted
in Washington Post, a newspaper
published in PRINCE GEORGE'S
County, Maryland, once in each
of three (3) successive weeks
on or before the 6th day of
January, 2025. The report
states the amount of sale to be

$259,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin
Clerk

Dec 9,16,23 2024 0012479119

B Anne Arundel County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY

William M. Savage, et al.
Substitute Trustees

Vversus

Ned E Muffley
Jeannette S Muffley
Defendants

No. C-02-CV-24-000987
NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued this
Monday, November 18, 2024
that the sale of the proper
in the proceedings mentioned,
made and reported by William
M. Savage, Substitute Trustee
BE RATIFIED AND CONFIRMED,
unless cause to the contrary
thereof be shown on or before
the 18th day of December
2024 next; provided, a copy of
this Notice be inserted in some
newspaper published in Anne
Arundel County, once in each of
three successive weeks before
the 18th day of December
2024 next. The report states that
the amount of sale of the prop-
erty at 3208 HAVENWOOD CT,
EDGEWATER, MD 21037 to be
$764,578.59.

Scott A. Poyer
Circuit Court for
Anne Arundel County, MD.

Nov 25,Dec 2,9 2024 0012477415

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY

Diane S. Rosenberg
Mark D.
Substltute Trustees

Versus

Christopher S Whaley
Nicolas S Whaley
Defendants

No. C-02-CV-24-000485
NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued this Fri-
day, November 22, 2024 that
the sale of the property in the
proceedings mentioned, made
and reported by Mark D. Meyer,
Substitute Trustee BE RATIFIED
AND CONFIRMED, unless cause
to the contrary thereof be shown
on or before the 31st day of
December 2024 next; provided,
a copy of this Notice be inserted
in some newspaper published in
Anne Arundel County, once in
each of three successive weeks
before the 31st day of Decem-
ber 2024 next. The report states
that the amount of sale of the
property at 1050 BRIGHTLEAF
DRIVE, ARNOLD, MD 21012 to
be $284,000.00.

Scott A. Poyer
Circuit Court for
Anne Arundel County, MD.

Dec 2,9,16 2024 0012477607

Substitute Trustees

w o
HARVEY Esa*e
g

AUCTIONEERS, LLC

300 E. Joppa Road
Hamplon Plaza - Sule 1103

BaHlmore M
410-769-¢

Nov 25,Dec 2,9 2024
TR
& Charles County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CHARLES COUNTY,
MARYLAND

Diane S. Rosenberg
Mark D. Meyer
Miroslav Nikolov

4340 East West Highway,
Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814
Substitute Trustee
Plaintiff(s)

V.

Joyce D Tolbert
3208 Manning Court
Waldorf, MD 20602
Defendant(s)

Case No. C-08-CV-24-000546
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 21st
day of November, 2024 by the
Circuit Court for Charles County,
Maryland, that the sale of 3208
Manning Court, Waldorf, MD
20602, made and reported, will
be ratified and confirmed, unless
cause to the contrary there-
of be shown on or before the
24th day of December, 2024,
Brovrded a copy of this notice
e inserted in The Washington
Post a daily newspaper printed
in said County, once in each o
three_successive weeks before
the 23rd day of December,
2024. The Report of Sale states
the amount of the foreclosure
sale price to be $209,000.00.

Lisa E. Yates
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Charles County, Maryland

FILE NUMBER:24-002968-MD-F-2

Dec 2,9,16 2024 0012477556

B Frederick County

CIRCUIT COURT FOR
FREDERICK COUNTY,
MARYLAND
100 West Patrick Street
Frederick, Maryland 21701
Clerk of the Court: 301-600-1976

Assignment Office:
301-600-2015

Case Number:
C-10-CV-24-000520
Other Reference Numbers:

Date: 11/25/2024
DIANE ROSENBERG
VS.
ANTHUANETTE KUDJORDJI,
ETAL.

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby issued by the
Circuit Court for Frederick Coun-
ty this 25th day of November,
2024 that the sale made and
recorded by Mark D. Meyer
for the sale of the property de-
scribed in these proceedings
2621 Bear Den Road,
Frederick, MD 21701
be ratified and confirmed thir-
K_ (30) days from the date of
this Notice, unless cause to the
contrary be shown, provided a
copy of this Notice be inserted
in some Newspaper published
in this County, once in each
of three (3) successive weeks.
The report states the amount
of the sale to be $620,443.65.

Sandra K. Dalton
Clerk of the Circuit Court

FILE NUMBER:22-002860-MD-F-1
Dec 2,9,16 2024 0012477834

MARYLAND

Roommates

CAP HGHTS Sub-Sr/dis. rehab
home. rms avail, 2 BA/2 kit. $650+
SD, w/d, utils inc. 202-568-0792

Ft Wash/210 Sr. Disab/rehab home,
rms in bsmt, 1ba, w/d, util incl. no
metro. $575 up + 'SD. 202-568-0792

Lanham - Lg furn 1BR bsmt. Bath,
living room, dinette, shr kitchen.
$800/mo. Call 240-886-6645

9797

0012475190

Houses Wanted
to Buy
WE BUY HOUSES
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your

fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-866-541-7929.

Early Winter Special Seasoned

Firewood. 1 cord $275. Buy now,
save later. Call 703-357-2180

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-407-6870.

&Y Home & Garden

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-844-566-3227

KT oot Caloc |
d Estate Sales

LORTON, VA Full House sale
Fri, Sat & Sun 10-3
8530 Silverview Dr

ee
www.caringtransitionsnova.

com
for details

602

FAIRFAX CO. ANIMAL SERVICES If
ou have lost an animal in the Fair-
ax County/Washington Metro area:

Please call the Fairfax Co. Animal

Shelter at 703-830-1100 or online

for found animals at

fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter

D « MERCHANDISE ¢ Pets & Animals D9
B Howard County 3 Howard County

GREENSPOON MARDER, LLP
201 International Circle, Suite 230
Hunt Valley, MD 21030

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY
KNOWN AS

7140 Winter Rose Path
Columbia, MD 21045

By virtue of a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from
EVE G. PEARSALL, dated February 9, 2015 and recorded
in book 16063 , page 360 among the Land Records
of HOWARD COUNTY, Maryland, default having occurred
thereunder (Foreclosure Case docketed as Case No. C-13-
CV-24-000430; Tax ID No. 16-135801) the Substitute
Trustee will sell at public auction HOWARD COUNTY
(,(/?[l)Jrzﬂllglisse located at 9250 JUDICIAL WAY, ELLICOTT CITY,

DECEMBER 18, 2024 at 10:00 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in HOWARD COUNTY, MD and more fully
described in above referenced Deed of Trust.

The_property will be sold in an “as is” condition and
subject to conditions, restrictions and agreements of record
affecting the same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale: A deposit of $ 37,000.00 will be required at
the time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK
OR BY CASHIER’S CHECK, CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
Balance of the purchase price to be paid in cash within
ten days of final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court
for HOWARD COUNTY. Time is of the essence as to the
purchaser. If the purchaser defaults, the deposit shall be
forfeited and the property shall be resold at the purchaser’s
risk and expense. The purchaser waives personal service
and accepts service by first class mail and certified mail
addressed to the address provided by said Purchaser as
identified on the Memorandum of Sale for any Motion or
Show Cause Order incident to this sale including a Motion
to Default Purchaser and for Resale of the Property. In the
event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser shall not be
entitled to receive any benefit from the resale, including,
but not limited to, additional proceeds or surplus which may
arise therefrom. Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase
money at five percent (5%) from the date of sale to the date
funds are received by the Substitute Trustee. There will be
no abatement of interest in the event additional funds are
tendered at the time of sale or any time prior to settlement or
if the settlement is delayed for any reason. In the event that
the Secured Party executes a forbearance agreement with the
borrower(s) described in the above-mentioned Deed of Trust,
or allows the borrower(s) to execute their right to reinstate
or payoff the subject loan, prior to the sale, with or without
the Substitute Trustee’s prior knowledge, this Contract shall
be null and void and of no effect, and the Purchaser’s sole
remedy shall be the return of the deposit without interest.
Purchaser shall pay for documentary stamps, transfer taxes
and settlement expenses. Taxes, ground rent, water rent,
condominium fees and/or homeowner association dues, all
public charges/assessments payable on an annual basis,
including sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges,
if applicable, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and
assumed thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall
be responsible for obtaining physical possession of the
property. Purchaser assumes the risk of loss or damage to
the property from the date of sale forward. If the Substitute
Trustee is unable to convey insurable title for any reason, the
Purchaser’s sole remedy in law or equity shall be limited to a
refund of the aforementioned deposit without interest. In the
event the sale is not ratified for any reason, the Purchaser’s
sole remedy, at law or equity, is the return of the deposit
without interest. (File # 24-000545-01)

NICOLE LIPINSKI, MARC MEDEL,
Substitute Trustee (s)

W
HARVEY ES

AUCTIONEERS, LLC

300 E. Joppa Road
Hampton Plaza - Sultze 151 03

Baltimore, M
410-769-9797

Dec 2,9,16 2024

G Dogs for Sale

0012476465

B Dogs for Sale

. WELIL+
Minii Gc:lldendoodle nonshed & BEmG

hypoallerg. S&W crate/potti trained
www.doodledogpups.com  $1500
540-729-6365

Tips and
guidance on

POODLE PUPPIES AKC, toy & fOOd, fitness
mini. AKC breeder of merit.
call 804-313-7445 and menlal

www.dupuypoodles.com

health.

washingtonpost.com/wellbeing
50437 1x2

SHIH TZU PUPPIES - Pure bred,
shots, dewormed, family raised,
beautiful colors, parents on site.
$750. Call for info or best offer.
Bluemont, VA. Call 571-271-4603

Shichon Teddybear Pu[g)les
Beautiful Shichon Teddybear
Puppies ready for their forev-
er home. Our little teddy bear
puppies are bundles of fluff with
personality plus raised in loving
home with tender, loving care
one of Northern Virginia Premier
breeder breeder, reputable and
award winning. our puppies are
F1. They've been raised in a
home groomed.m, immunized,
de-wormed, Micro chipped I'm
ready to be forever yours just
in time for the holidays. For
movies, photos and more infor-
mation. Call us at 703-362-8718.
Just set an appointment up in
our home. Visit our website at
www.DCdogfinders.com

«. Business and

Financial
Upportunities
- /Servrces

delivers
every

day

washingtonpost.com/my-post

HOWARD CO. ANIMAL CONTROL
If you have lost an animal in the
Howard CountY/\Nashlngton Metro
area: Please call Howard Co. Animal
Control at 410-313-2780

MONTGOMERY CO. ANIMAL
SHELTER If you have lost an ani-
mal in the Washington Metro area:
Please call the Montgomery Co.
Animal Shelter at 240-773-5960 or
online for found animals at
www.mchumane.org

B Dogs for Sale

AKITA PUP 1 male, 3 months,
$250 each. 301-633-7372 Cliff

Cavachon Puppies Absolute-
ly adorable Cavachon puppies
ready for their forever homes.
Oour puppies are raised with ten-
der, loving care in our home in
Northern Virginia by Reputable
Breeder with over 36 yrs exp. .
We provide a five-year health
warranty, immunizations, check
and options. Take place in our
home. cCall us today at 703-
362-8718 or visit our website
at www.DCdogfinders.com for
more info.

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS 5
females, 1 male, 2 all black, 4 sa-
bles, shots, wormed, parents on
premises, AKC, ready 12/12. $600
240-606-3815

Goldendoodles - CKC reg.
Ready to go 12/15. $800.
Call 304-319-6566

GOLDEN RET AKC & GOLDEN /
LAB RET CROSS PUPS & ADULTS
8 weeks - 5 yrs. Vet checked,
parents on prem, health guar.
240-620-2013 www.Victorias-
Pups.com

1375 Busmess Broker

Services

DENTAL INSURANCE @I]e maﬁl]mgttm ﬂﬂﬁt
from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228
dental50plus.com/MDDC#6258

50390-1x5

Washington Post newsletters
deliver more of what you're looking for.
Discover and subscribe for free at
washingtonpost.com/newsletters

S0114 2x4




D10

EZ su THE WASHINGTON POST - MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2024
SCOREBOARD
PRO BASKETBALL HOCKEY COLLEGE BASKETBALL

NBA Magic 115, Suns 110 NHL Blue Jackets 4, Jets 1 NCAA men NCAA women
EASTERN CONFERENCE PHOENIX vonrsesmesassssassen 3 28 25 23 —110 | ATLANTIC GP W L OT Pts GF GA | COLUMBUS 1 3 - 4 | SUNDAY'SRESULTS SUNDAY’S RESULTS
ATLANTIC L pt g | ORLANDO .29 28 27 31 —115 | Florida .28 17 9 2 36106 91 | WINNIPEG. 10— 1] EAST EAST

, Toront 16 9 2 34 8 71 Cornell 103, Army 84 Duquesne 98, Carnegie Mellon 58
5 792 - PHOENIX: Beal 8-121-218, 0'Neale 6-10 0-0 16, Plumlee Boston 15 11 3 33 75 87 SEC_OND PEI'QIQD ) . Bryant 122, Northern Vermont Johnson 63 Fairfield 74, Villanova 71
9 .609 4 2-53-47, Booker 8-218-9 25, Jones 7-16 2-2 21, Ighodaro Tampa Bay 14 9 2 30 98 76 Scoring: 1, Winnipeg, Connor 15 (Scheifele, Morrissey), Cornell 103, Army 84 Hofstra 55, Howard 52

Brooklyn... 14 417 9 2-50-04,Bol 1-20-02, Allen 3-35-5 13, Morris 2-8 0-04, Ottawa.. 12 13 2 2 8 86 11:51 (pp). 2, Columbus, Voronkov 7 (Werenski, March- Fordham 87, Maine 72 Holy Cross 73, Stony Brook 56
Philadelphia.. 15 318 1 Okogie 0-10-0 0. Totals 39-83 19-22 110. Buffalo.. 1 13 3 25 80 86 enko), 13:53 (pp). Harvard 72, New Hampshire 62 Lafayette 74, Wagner 45
Toronto 17292 12 | ORLANDO: Carter Jr.2-42-26, daSilva3-71-48, Bitadze | Detroit.. 10 13 4 24 67 8 | THIRD PERIOD Marist 82, Manhattan 75 Lehigh 73, Cornell 51

8-15 5-6 21, Caldwell-Pope 3-6 0-2 8, Suggs 8-18 6-7 26, Montreal... 10 14 3 .23 75 98 Scoring: 3. Columbus, KJoh 7 Riemsdyk Northeastern 78, Colgate 75 Notre Dame 93, Syracuse 62
SOUTHEAST W L Pt GB Howard 2-4 2-2 6, M.Wagner 3-8 3-6 10, Anthony 6-14 M¢°"“h9- '7-1% “E‘ cu?' b 0 '|‘<Sj’"h 0’%” 'efR”.S K, Oklahoma State 85, Seton Hall 76 Pittsburgh 59, St. Peter’s 51
Orlando. W17 9 654 ~ | 0014 Black4-80-18, Houstan 3-40-08. Totals 4288 | METROPOLITAN ~GP W L OT Pts GF GA | yp'p an), 7: 425 Columbue. Kiraly 3 (1V§'3‘8 18MS= | Quinnipiac 83, Sacred Heart 73 Richmond 85, Columbia 76

Miami ... 210 545 3 | 1930115 Washington.. 2719 6 2 40 109 74 vk, Provorov), 9:42.5, Columbus, Kuraly 3, 18:38 (en). Wagner 63, Maryland Eastern Shore 61 Massachusetts 67, Dartmouth 56
Atlanta. 3 12 520 3% Three-point Goals: Phoenix 13-28 (Jones 5-8, 0'Neale New Jersey 18 10 2 38102 82 SHOTS ON GOAL SOUTH SOUTH
Charlotte... 7017 .292 9 | 4-6,Allen 2-2, Beal 1-2, Booker 1-5, Morris 0-5), Orlando |  Carolina..... 179 1 35101 8 | COLUMBUS e 12 7 9 — 28 | Arkansas State 85, Memphis 72 Auburn 69, Alabama Birmingham 62
Washington.. 3 19 136 12 | 12-36 (Suggs 4-10, Houstan 2-3, Caldwell-Pope 2-5, | N.Y.Rangers. 14 11 1 29 8 79 | WINNIPEG . .6 8 11 -25 i i

! : Lo Auburn 98, Richmond 54 Bellarmine 76, Morehead State 70
Anthony 2-6, M.Wagner 1-3, da Silva 1-3, Bitadze 0-1, N.Y. Islanders mun 72 77 8 Power-play opportunities: Columbus 1 of 2; Winnipeg 1 Central Florida 66, Tarleton State 51 Boston College 72, Virginia 57
CENTRAL W L Pct GB Carter Jr. 0-1, Howard 0-1, Black 0-3). Fouled Out: Philadelphia.. 28 12 12 4 28 83 98 of 4. Goalies: Columbus, Merzlikins 9-7-2 (25 shots-24 Duke 76, Louisville 65 Clemson 74, Radford 48
Cleveland .21 4 840 — | Phoenix 1 (Beal), Orlando None. Rebounds: Phoenix 39| Pittsburgh 12 13 4 28 8 110 | saves). Winnipeg, Comrie 3-4-0 (27-24). A: 13,887 | LSU 80, Florida Gulf Coast 71 Duke 81, Virginia Tech 59

Milwaukee 2 11 522 8 (O'Neale 7), Orlando 44 (Bitadze 16). Assists: Phoenix Columbus 12 12 3 27 93 9% (15,321). T: 2:21. Longwood 97, Mary Baldwin 40 East Carolina 60, Elon 43
Indiana.. 0 15 400 11 | 24 (Booker 7), Orlando 17 (Bitadze 4). Total Fouls: Mississippi State 91, Prairie View 84 Florida 82, Marshall 63
Chicago. 0 15 400 11 | Phoenix24, Orlando 19. A: 18,311 (18,846) CENTRAL W L OT Pts GF GA South Alabama 76, Jacksonville State 74 Florida Gulf Coast 82, Ave Maria 43
Detroit.. 0 15 400 1 Minnesota .... 18 5 440 8 65 | \tah 4. Flyers 2 MIDWEST Florida St. 93, SMU 85
WESTERN CONFERENCE . Winnipeg .. 20 05 0 % Y Cincinnati 84, Howard 67 Seorgia state 107, Sewance 49

Heat 122, Cavaliers 113 1710 0 34 92 69 | UTAH 31— 4 | jowaState 100, Jackson State 58 corgia Tech 78, Mercer
SOUTHWEST w L Pct GB 16 13 0 32 95 103 PHILADELPHIA .. 2 0 - 2 Missouri 76, Kansas 67 Kennesaw St. 64, Chattanooga 42

Memphi 17 3 680 _ 25 26 29 33 —113 12 11 4 28 79 79 Purdue 83 I(Aaryland 78 LSU 100, Grambling State 54
Daas.... -6 8 667 % 4 3% 31 -1z L1 22 738 | SECONDPERIOD SIU Edwardsville 82, Ball State 69 Longwood 81, Mcheese State 5%

_ i . iAol - | oL iami 81, Bethune Cookman
X-Houston. 3 282 L1 CLEVELAND: Mobley 2-4 0-0 4, Wade 3-7 2-2 11, Allen 817 2 18 66 86 | Scoring:l Utah, Carcone? (Bortuzzo) 701 2 Philadel- | Saint Louis 85, Chicago State 62 Mississippi 85, Tennessee State 38
San Antonio.. 2 12 .500 4, 3.7 0.0 6, Garland 9-19 3-4 23, Mitchell 5-16 1-1 12 phia, Farabee 4 (Konecny, Seeler), 7:20. 3, Utah, Valima SOUTHWEST NC State 86, Old Dominion 55
New Orleans. .5 20 .200 12 -/ U-0 6, Garland 5-19 3-4 Zs, Mitchell 5-16 2-1 12, ki 1 (Cooley, Sergachev), 9:42. 4, Philadelphia, Tippett 8 L State 66, Uld Dominion

Niang 5-7 2-2 15, Thor 2-2 0-0 5, Jerome 4-11 6-6 14, PACIFIC GP W L OT Pts GF GA (Michkov, Seeler), 13:34. 5, Utah, Cooley 7 (Keller Texas A&M 72, Texas Tech 67 Nicholls 67, Mississippi Valley State 56
LeVert 5-7 1-1 13, Merrill 3-6 2-2 10, Travers 0-0 0-0 0, v N TE20 (hn) ! ! Texas State 75, Rice 66 North Carolina 72, Coppin State 46
NORTHWEST L Pct GB Y x % egas . 7 3 39 99 82 Guenther), 15:30 (pp). . g
> Tyson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 41-86 17-18 113. Los Angel 27 16 8 33 83 711 Connecticut 76, Texas 65 Samford 82, Miles 41
Oklahoma City... g 5.78 - ahsmi Ao THIRD PERIOD Vanderbilt 83, TCU 74 Southern Mississippi 82, Memphis 69
x-Minnesota. 2 10 545 51 MIAMI: Butler 6-12 6-8 18, Highsmith 0-2 0-0 0, Adebayo Vancouver., 26 14 8 4 32 8 83 A ' T 93 Nadison 62

Denver ...... 2 10 545 5% | 7-140-0 16, Herro 10-19 9-9 34, Robinson 7-11 5-5 23, Edmonton. 27 15 10 2 32 8 79 | Scoring:6, Utah, Stenlund 3, 15:43 (sh). WEST exas 95, James Madison
x-Portland 8 15 348 10 Bryant 0-0 2-2 2, Love 0-1 0-0 0, Jaquez Jr. 1-4 2-2 4, Calgary.. 28 13 10 5 31 74 84 SHOTS ON GOAL UCLA 73, Oregon 71 MIDWEST
x-Utah... 5 17 227 12% Rozier 6-14 0-0 14, Smith 4-9 0-0 11. Totals 41-86 24-26 Seattle.. 29 14 14 1 29 89 88 12 3 4 - 2 Butler 69, Ohio 60

122. iandoge 3(5] %8 5 g %g 25 1[7)2 PHILADELPHIA 7 9 7 —23 Detroit_ﬁl, Cleary 55d dsvill

PACIFIC L Pt GB | Three-point Goals: Cleveland 14-33 (Niang 3-4, Wade naneim Power-play opportunities: Utah 1 of 3; Philadelphia 0 of Evansville 87, SIU Edwardsville 74
x-Golden State. 3 9 591 - 3-7, LeVert 2-2, Merrill 2-5, Garland 2-6, Thor 1-1, Xx-Late game 2. Goalies: Utah, Stauber 2-0-0 (23 shots-21 saves). No. 8 Purdue 83, Maryland 78 :gwg|§tcart1|ecggocll.ell.|13t,rlglﬂrwtirlﬁiegr;tnreir,lécmIege 53
x-L.A. Clippers... 4 10 .583 — | Mitchell 1-5, Mobley 0-1, Jerome 0-2), Miami 16-37 , Philadelphia, Ersson 5-3-2 (24-21). A: 17,462 (19,543).T: | Maryland (8-2) Marauette 78 liinois State 57
Phoenix..... 2 11 522 1% (Herro 5-9, Robinson4-6, Smith 3-6, Adebayo 2-4, Rozier SATURDAY'S RESULTS 2:33, Reese 2-6 1-2 5, Queen 11-18 2-2 26, Gillespie 6-13 2-2 Micﬁi on 60 Norlthv:/estern ot
x-LA. Lakers 2 11 522 1% | 25 Love0-1 Butler0-2 Highsmith 0-2, Jaguez Jr.0-2). | ashington 4, at Montreal 2 18, Miguel 5-12 1-1 13, Rice 5-12 0-0 13, Harris-Smith | prichidar opre o REs el o
x-Sacramento 1 13 458 3 Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: Cleveland 36 (Wade 8), Utah5, at Buffalo 2 1-2 0-0 2, Gapare 0-3 1-2 1, Young 0-0 0-0 0, Geronimo ichigan 5! ' !

A i , at Buffalo Mississippi State 102, Chicago State 42
Miami 47 (Adebayo 13). Assists: Cleveland 25 (Jerome at Boston 4, Philadelphia 3 (OT) 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 30-66 7-9 78. Nebraska 84, Mi 265
x-Late game 6), Miami 27 (Herro 7). Total Fouls: Cleveland 18, Miami | 1,208 %1 2V P 5 Stars 6, Flames 2 Purdue (8-2) Ohin Sitess im0
SATURDAY'S RESULTS 15. A: 19,600 (19,600) t','\“”\'(plegl ' ;‘ L{‘ac‘” ina 3 CALGARY 10— 2 | Heide5-84-415 Kaufman-Renn 9-183-321 Colvin2-5 | \wisconsin 66, Rutgers 64
at Washington 122, Denver 113 at.r. islanders & tarofina DALLAS ... 14— 6 | 004 Loyera-111-312 Smith9-151-2 24, C.Furst 2-3 .

Cleveland 116, at Charlotte 102
Oklahoma City 119, at New Orleans 109
Dallas 125, at Toronto 118

Detroit 120, at New York 111

at Miami 121, Phoenix 111

Memphis 127, at Boston 121

SUNDAY'’S RESULTS

Memphis 140, at Washington 112
Philadelphia 108, at Chicago 100
Milwaukee 118, at Brooklyn 113
Charlotte 113, at Indiana 109
Denver 141, at Atlanta 111

at Orlando 115, Phoenix 110
Miami 122, Cleveland 113

at San Antonio 121, New Orleans 116
Minnesota at Golden State, late
Houston at L.A. Clippers, late
Utah at Sacramento, late
Portland at L.A. Lakers, late
MONDAY'S GAME

New York at Toronto, 7:30

TUESDAY'S GAMES

NBA Cup quarterfinal: Orlando at Milwaukee, 7

NBA Cup quarterfinal: Dallas at Oklahoma City, 9:30
WEDNESDAY’'S GAMES

NBA Cup quarterfinal: Atlanta at New York, 7

NBA Cup quarterfinal: Golden State at Houston, 9:30

Grizzlies 140, Wizards 112

Memphis 38 39 29 —140
Washington . 29 27 30 —112
MEMPHIS MIN FG FT O-T A PFPTS
Jackson Jr. 1646 815 244 141 3 21
Wells 2947 03 44 122 2 4
Clarke 2311 610 00 0-7 2 1 12
Pippen Jr. 2219 6-11 2-3 0312 0 14
Smart 20558 58 0-0 031 2 13
Spencer 2503 48 44 145 3 14
Huff 2345 6-14 22 131 3 17
LaRavia 2343 37 23 133 3 9
Konchar 2210 34 00 48 2 1 7
Aldama 1949 711 23 175 1 19
Castleton 708 13 44 220 1 6
Kawamura 520 12 12 000 0 4
TOTALS 240 50-96 23-29 12-46 34 20 140

Percentages: FG .521, FT.793. 3-Point Goals: 17-43, .395
(Aldama 3-5, Smart 3-6, Jackson Jr. 3-8, Huff 3-11,
Spencer 2-4, Kawamura 1-2, Konchar 1-2, LaRavia 1-3,
Castleton 0-1, Pippen Jr. 0-1). Team Rebounds: 8. Team
Turnovers: 2. Blocked Shots: 8 (Jackson Jr. 4, Aldama 3,
Konchar). Turnovers: 16 (Pippen Jr. 4, Smart 3, LaRavia
2, Aldama, Clarke, Huff, Jackson Jr., Konchar, Spencer,
Wells). Steals: 12 (Clarke 2, Konchar 2, LaRavia 2, Pippen
Jr. 2, Aldama, Kawamura, Smart, Spencer). Technical
Fouls: Pippen Jr., 9:27 third.

WASHINGTON MIN FG FT O-T A PFPTS
Champagnie 3417 612 00 28 0 4 14
Coulibaly 28114 6-13 45 15 4 5 17
Valanciunas 2328 817 44 714 2 0 20
Carrington 3231 312 00 052 3 7
Poole 2837 26 44 012 2 9
Butler 2609 6-14 11 257 4 14
Bagley IlI 2432 915 22 572 2 2
Gill 2226 04 22 141 4 2
Davis 1943 37 34 230 1 9
TOTALS 240 43-100 20-22 20-52 20 25 112

Percentages: FG .430, FT .909. 3-Point Goals: 6-32, .188
(Champagnie 2-4, Coulibaly 1-4, Poole 1-4, Butler 1-6,
Carrington 1-7, Gill 0-1, Valanciunas 0-1, Bagley 11l 0-2,
Davis 0-3). Team Rebounds: 5. Team Turnovers: None.
Blocked Shots: 5 (Bagley IlI 3, Coulibaly, Valanciunas).
Turnovers: 21 (Butler 3, Carrington 3, Coulibaly 3,
Valanciunas 3, Champagnie 2, Davis 2, Gill 2, Poole 2,
Bagley IlI). Steals: 10 (Champagnie 5, Davis 2, Car-
rington, Coulibaly, Gill). Technical Fouls: None. A: 15,012
(20,356).

76ers 108, Bulls 100

PHILADELPHIA .23 39 26 20 — 108
CHICAGO .33 17 29 21 — 100

PHILADELPHIA: George 6-13 0-0 12, Yabusele 2-50-04,
Embiid 13-28 5-6 31, Maxey 10-22 2-2 25, Oubre Jr. 3-6
4-412, C.Martin 0-0 0-0 0, K.Martin 3-3 0-0 6, Drummond
1-2 2-2 4, Lowry 1-3 0-0 3, McCain 4-10 0-0 11. Totals
43-9213-14108.

CHICAGO: Dosunmu 3-6 2-2 10, LaVine 10-21 4-5 30,
Vucevic4-7 4-413, Giddey 4-10 0-0 9, White 5-17 0-0 13,
Buzelis 2-7 1-15, Phillips 1-20-0 3, Terry 0-0 0-0 0, Smith
4-70-011, Ball 1-7 0-0 3, Horton-Tucker 1-2 0-0 3. Totals
35-86 11-12 100.

Three-point Goals: Philadelphia 9-36 (McCain 3-7, Max-
ey 3-12, Oubre Jr. 2-3, Lowry 1-2, Yabusele 0-2, Embiid
0-5, George 0-5), Chicago 19-54 (LaVine 6-14, Smith 3-5,
White 3-11, Dosunmu 2-4, Horton-Tucker 1-2, Phillips
1-2, Vucevic 1-2, Giddey 1-4, Ball 1-5, Buzelis 0-5).
Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: Philadelphia 56 (Embiid
12), Chicago 35 (Vucevic 8). Assists: Philadelphia 25
(Maxey 14), Chicago 29 (Giddey 11). Total Fouls:
Philadelphia 15, Chicago 18. A: 18,837 (20,917)

Bucks 118, Nets 113

MILWAUKEE ... .27 24 35 32 —118
BROOKLYN -25 27 34 27 —113

MILWAUKEE: Antetokounmpo 14-22 6-10 34, Prince
0-20-00, Lopez 1-4 1-2 3, Jackson Jr. 2-3 0-0 6, Lillard
2-7 9-11 15, Middleton 3-8 4-4 11, Portis 9-10 0-0 23,
Green 2-2 0-0 6, Trent Jr. 6-10 5-5 20. Totals 39-68
25-32118.

BROOKLYN: C.Johnson 9-16 4-4 26, Finney-Smith 3-7
0-09, Claxton 9-14 3-3 21, K.Johnson 2-8 0-0 6, Schroder
13-19 4-5 34, Watford 1-2 2-2 4, Wilson 1-8 0-0 3,
Simmons 0-0 0-0 0, Sharpe 1-3 2-2 4, Milton 2-4 0-0 6.
Totals 41-8115-16 113.

Three-point Goals: Milwaukee 15-31 (Portis 5-5, Trent
Jr.3-7, Green 2-2, Jackson Jr. 2-3, Lillard 2-7, Middleton
1-3, Lopez 0-2, Prince 0-2), Brooklyn 16-35 (Schroder
4-7, CJohnson 4-8, Finney-Smith 3-5, Milton 2-4,
K.Johnson 2-5, Wilson 1-5, Claxton 0-1). Fouled Out:
None. Rebounds: Milwaukee 31 (Antetokounmpo 11),
Brooklyn 30 (Claxton 10). Assists: Milwaukee 26 (Lillard
11), Brooklyn 24 (Schroder 11). Total Fouls: Milwaukee
18, Brooklyn 25. A: 17,926 (17,732)

Hornets 113, Pacers 109

CHARLOTTE .~28 35 20 30 —113
INDIANA .24 38 20 27 — 109

CHARLOTTE: Green 3-4 4-7 10, Martin 6-10 0-0 14,
Richards 3-5 3-4 9, Micic 7-15 0-0 18, Miller 9-18 4-5 26,
Gibson 2-3 2-3 6, Jeffries 3-4 0-0 8, Curry 3-6 2-2 9,
Simpson 1-3 2-2 4, Smith Jr. 0-4 0-0 0, Wong 3-6 2-39.
Totals 40-78 19-26 113.

INDIANA: Mathurin 4-11 2-2 11, Siakam 3-8 3-3 9,
Turner 3-9 1-2 10, Haliburton 4-10 1-2 9, Nembhard 3-5
2-210, Freeman 1-10-0 2, Toppin 4-110-011, Walker 6-7
0-0 15, Furphy 0-1 2-2 2, McConnell 14-19 2-2 30. Totals
42-8213-15109.

Three-point Goals: Charlotte 14-29 (Micic 4-6, Miller
4-9, Jeffries 2-3, Martin 2-4, Wong 1-1, Curry 1-3,
Simpson 0-1, Smith Jr. 0-2), Indiana 12-36 (Turner 3-4,
Walker 3-4, Toppin 3-9, Nembhard 2-3, Mathurin 1-7,
Siakam 0-2, McConnell 0-3, Haliburton 0-4). Fouled
Out: None. Rebounds: Charlotte 45 (Richards 14),
Indiana 29 (Siakam 11). Assists: Charlotte 24 (Micic 9),
Indiana 23 (Haliburton 8). Total Fouls: Charlotte 18,
Indiana 19. A: 17,274 (20,000)

Nuggets 141, Hawks 111

DENVER. 33 33 35 35 —141
ATLANTA .23 25 36 27 —111

DENVER: Gordon 1-6 4-5 6, Porter Jr. 12-17 1-1 26,
Jokic17-2911-13 48, Braun 7-111-2 17, Westbrook 4-6
0-19, Tyson 2-2 0-0 5, Nnaji 1-2 0-1 2, Hall 1-2 0-0 2,
Jordan 2-2 0-0 4, Alexander 1-2 0-0 2, Pickett 2-20-05,
Strawther 5-6 0-0 13, Watson 1-2 0-1 2. Totals 56-89
17-24141.

ATLANTA: Nance Jr. 6-11 2-2 16, Risacher 3-11 4-6 10,
Capela4-71-29, Daniels 7-15 2-4 18, Young 6-13 1-2 15,
Roddy 0-1 0-0 0, Okongwu 5-10 4-4 14, Hunter 7-20 3-3
20, Bufkin 2-3 0-0 4, Krejci 1-6 1-2 3, Mathews 0-4 2-2 2.
Totals 41-101 20-27 111.

Three-point Goals: Denver 12-27 (Strawther 3-4, Jokic
3-6, Braun 2-2, Pickett 1-1, Tyson 1-1, Westbrook 1-3,
Porter Jr. 1-5, Watson 0-1, Gordon 0-4), Atlanta 9-40
(Hunter 3-9, Daniels 2-5, Nance Jr. 2-7, Young 2-7,
Bufkin 0-1, Roddy 0-1, Risacher 0-2, Krejci 0-4, Mathews
0-4). Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: Denver 43 (Jokic 14),
Atlanta 45 (Capela 10). Assists: Denver 43 (Westbrook
11), Atlanta 26 (Young 10). Total Fouls: Denver 22,
Atlanta 22. A: 16,137 (18,118)

Spurs 121, Pelicans 116

NEW ORLEANS . 34 28 25 29 —116
SAN ANTONIO .. 28 43 21 29 —121

NEW ORLEANS: H.Jones 5-10 1-2 12, Murphy 111 8-16 5-5
25, Missi 6-146-7 18, McCollum 8-18 0-0 19, Murray 6-20
5-518, Cain 1-2 0-0 2, Robinson-Earl 2-5 0-0 5, Jemison
111 0-1 0-2 0, Boston Jr. 7-11 0-0 17, Reeves 0-2 0-0 0.
Totals 43-99 17-21 116.

SAN ANTONIO: Barnes 4-6 5-6 16, Champagnie 5-13 0-0
12, Wembanyama 9-16 4-4 25, Castle 8-15 4-5 22, Paul
2-70-06, Sochan 2-6 3-4 7, Collins 1-2 0-0 2, Johnson 2-5
4-4 8, Bassey 6-12 4-7 16, Vassell 3-11 1-1 7. Totals
42-93 25-31121.

Three-point Goals: New Orleans 13-38 (Murphy Ill 4-10,
Boston Jr. 3-5, McCollum 3-8, Robinson-Earl 1-2,
H.Jones 1-4, Murray 1-7, Cain 0-1, Reeves 0-1), San
Antonio 12-39 (Barnes 3-5, Wembanyama 3-7, Castle
2-5, Paul 2-6, Champagnie 2-8, Johnson 0-2, Sochan 0-2,
Vassell 0-4). Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: New Orleans
43 (Missi 14), San Antonio 55 (Bassey 12). Assists: New
Orleans 26 (Murray 11), San Antonio 27 (Paul 10). Total
Fouls: New Orleans 21, San Antonio 18. A: 16,840
(18,581)

Pistons 120, Knicks 111

Late Saturday
DETROIT ... 39 30 20 31 —120
NEW YORK 23 35 27 26 —111

DETROIT: Hardaway Jr. 4-9 2-2 11, Harris 4-8 4-4 13,
Duren 6-9 0-0 12, Cunningham 9-17 6-7 29, lvey 6-16
2-4 16, Fontecchio 2-4 0-0 6, Holland 1l 2-2 0-0 4,
Stewart 3-5 0-0 6, Beasley 7-13 2-2 23. Totals 43-83
16-19 120.

NEW YORK: Anunoby 6-153-417, Hart 7-112-317, Sims
0-0 0-0 0, Bridges 8-17 1-2 20, Brunson 11-21 6-9 31,
Achiuwa 2-3 2-5 6, Hukporti 4-4 1-2 9, Kolek 1-1 0-0 3,
McBride 3-7 1-2 8. Totals 42-79 16-27 111.

Three-point Goals: Detroit 18-36 (Beasley 7-10, Cun-
ningham 5-8, Fontecchio 2-3, Ivey 2-6, Harris 1-4,
Hardaway Jr. 1-5), New York 11-34 (Brunson 3-7,
Bridges 3-9, Anunoby 2-8, Kolek 1-1, Hart 1-4, McBride
1-5). Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: Detroit 43 (Cun-
ningham 10), New York 31 (Achiuwa 10). Assists:
Detroit 28 (Cunningham 15), New York 27 (Brunson
10). Total Fouls: Detroit 20, New York 12. A: 19,812
(19,812)

SOCCER

MLS playoffs

FIRST ROUND

Best of three

EASTERN CONFERENCE

NEW YORK CITY FC ELIMINATED CINCINNATI, 2-1
Game 1: at Cincinnati 1, New York City FC0

Game 2: at New York City FC 3, Cincinnati 1

Game 3: New York City 0, at Cincinnati 0 (6-5 PK)
ORLANDO ELIMINATED CHARLOTTE FC, 2-1
Game 1: at Orlando 2, Charlotte FC1

Game 2: at Charlotte FC0, Orlando 0 (3-1 PK)
Game 3: at Orlando 1, Charlotte FC 1 (4-1 PK)
RED BULLS ELIMINATED CREW, 2-0

Game 1: New York 1, at Columbus 0

Game 2: at New York 2, Columbus 2 (5-4 PK)
ATLANTA UNITED ELIMINATED INTER MIAMI, 2-1
Game 1: at Miami 2, Atlanta 1

Game 2: at Atlanta 2, Miami 1

Game 3: Atlanta 3, at Miami 2

WESTERN CONFERENCE

SOUNDERS ELIMINATED DYNAMO, 2-0
Game 1: at Seattle 0, Houston 0 (5-4 PK)

Game 2: Seattle 1, at Houston 1 (7-6 PK)

LOS ANGELES FC ELIMINATED WHITECAPS, 2-1
Game 1: at Los Angeles FC 2, Vancouver 1

Game 2: at Vancouver 3, Los Angeles FC 0

Game 3: Los Angeles FC 1, Vancouver 0
MINNESOTA UNITED ELIMINATED

REAL SALT LAKE, 2-0

Game 1: Minnesota 0 at Real Salt Lake 0 (5-4 PK)
Game 2: at Minnesota 1, Real Salt Lake 1 (3-1 PK)
GALAXY ELIMINATED RAPIDS, 2-0

Game L: at LA Galaxy 5, Colorado 0

Game 2: LA Galaxy 4, at Colorado 1
CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS

Single elimination

SATURDAY, NOV. 23

New York Red Bulls 2, at New York City FC0
Seattle 2, at Los Angeles FC 1

SUNDAY, NOV. 24

at Orlando 1, Atlanta 0

at LA Galaxy 6, Minnesota 2

CONFERENCE FINALS

SATURDAY, NOV. 30

New York Red Bulls 1, at Orlando 0

at LA Galaxy 1, Seattle 0

CHAMPIONSHIP

SATURDAY'S RESULT

at LA Galaxy 2, New York Red Bulls 1

TRANSACTIONS

NHL

Chicago Blackhawks: Placed G Petr Mrazek on injured
reserve. Recalled G Drew Commesso and D Kevin
Korchinski from Rockford (AHL). Waived RW Joey
Anderson.

Los Angeles Kings: Reinstated D Caleb Jones from
injured reserve.

Minnesota Wild: Sent C Travis Boyd to lowa (AHL).
New York Rangers: Recalled G Dylan Garand and D
Connor Mackey from Hartford (AHL).

Ottawa Senators: Sent D Nikolas Matinpalo and LW Cole
Reinhardt to Belleville (AHL).

Philadelphia Flyers: Reinstated G Samuel Ersson from
injured reserve.

San Jose Sharks: Waived RW Givani Smith.

Seattle Kraken: Sent C Ryan Winterton to Coachella
Valley (AHL).

Yancguver Canucks: Sent G Artus Silovs to Abbotsford
AHL).

COLLEGES
Purdue: Named Barry Odom football coach.

at Florida 3, San Jose 1
Colorado 2, at Detroit 1

at Pittsburgh 5, Toronto 2

at Ottawa 3, Nashville 1

at Los Angeles 4, Minnesota 1
at Edmonton 4, St. Louis 2

SUNDAY'’S RESULTS
Seattle 7, at N.Y. Rangers 5
Tampa Bay 4, at Vancouver 2
N.Y. Islanders 4, at Ottawa 2
Columbus 4, at Winnipeg 1
Colorado 4, at New Jersey 0
Utah 4, at Philadelphia 2

at Dallas 6, Calgary 2

MONDAY'S GAMES
Chicago at N.Y. Rangers, 7
Detroit at Buffalo, 7
Anaheim at Montreal, 7:30

TUESDAY'S GAMES
Colorado at Pittsburgh, 7
Philadelphia at Columbus, 7
San Jose at Carolina, 7
Toronto at New Jersey, 7
Los Angeles at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30
Boston at Winnipeg, 8
Calgary at Nashville, 8
Tampa Bay at Edmonton, 9
Minnesota at Utah, 9:30
Florida at Seattle, 10

St. Louis at Vancouver, 10

WEDNESDAY'S GAMES

N.Y. Rangers at Buffalo, 7
Anaheim at Ottawa, 7:30

CAPITALS’ NEXT THREE

at Columbus Blue Jackets

Thursday 7 Monumental

vs. Buffalo Sabres

Saturday 7 Monumental

at Dallas Stars

Dec. 16

8 Monumental

Radio: WJFK (106.7 FM),
WFED (1500 AM)

Kraken 7, Rangers 5

SEATTLE .. 0
N.Y. RANGE 1

FIRST PERIOD
Scoring: 1, N.Y. Rangers, Smith 5 (Zibanejad, Miller),
3:38.
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SECOND PERIOD

Scoring: 2, Seattle, Bjorkstrand 8 (Stephenson, Be-
niers), 1:46 (pp). 3, N.Y. Rangers, Chytil 5 (Kakko,
Cuylle), 2:50. 4, N.Y. Rangers, Trocheck 8 (Fox), 4:47
(pp). 5, Seattle, Tanev 7 (Kartye, Stephens), 14:06. 6,
Seattle, Tolvanen 8 (Wright, Bjorkstrand), 15:34. 7,
Seattle, Bjorkstrand 9 (Montour, Tolvanen), 19:24.
THIRD PERIOD

Scoring: 8, Seattle, Dunn 3 (Stephenson, Burakovsky),
1:00.9, Seattle, Wright 7 (Tolvanen, Bjorkstrand), 11:13.
10, N.Y. Rangers, Miller 2 (Panarin, Fox), 12:27. 11, N.Y.
Rangers, Lafreniere 9 (Panarin, Trocheck), 14:57. 12,
Seattle, Gourde 5 (Beniers, Oleksiak), 18:14 (en).

SHOTS ON GOAL
SEATTLE - 11 5 —22
N.Y. RANGERS .. 12 12 13 -37

Power-play opportunities: Seattle 1 of 2; N.Y. Rangers 1
of 2. Goalies: Seattle, Grubauer 2-8-0 (37 shots-32
saves). N.Y. Rangers, Quick 5-2-0 (21-15). A: 18,006
(18,006). T: 2:34.

Lightning 4, Canucks 2

TAMPA BAY ... 2 2 - 4
VANCOUVER ... 0 1-2
FIRST PERIOD

Scoring: 1, Vancouver, Hughes 7 (Suter), 16:08.
SECOND PERIOD

Scoring: 2, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 13 (Point, McDonagh),
4:40. 3, Tampa Bay, Point 17 (Hedman, Kucherov), 6:29
(pP).

THIRD PERIOD

Scoring: 4, Vancouver, Sherwood 8 (Myers, Raty), 4:52.
5, Tampa Bay, Guentzel 12 (Kucherov, Point), 16:04 (pp).
6, Tampa Bay, Point 18, 19:42 (en).

SHOTS ON GOAL
TAMPA BAY ... 18 8 — 32
VANCOUVER ... 5 11 - 24

Power-play opportunities: Tampa Bay 2 of 4; Vancouver
0 of 3. Goalies: Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 12-8-1 (24
shots-22 saves). Vancouver, Lankinen 13-4-3 (31-28). A:
18,290 (18,910). T: 2:20.

Islanders 4, Senators 2

N.Y. ISLANDERS .. 2 0 2
OTTAWA .. 1 1 0
FIRST PERIOD

Scoring: 1, Ottawa, Gaudette 13 (Gregor, Stutzle), 5:37.
2, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 12 (Dobson, Palmieri), 12:27 (pp).
3,N.Y. Islanders, MacLean 2 (Cholowski, Engvall), 14:48.
SECOND PERIOD

Scoring: 4, Ottawa, Norris 12 (Batherson, Stutzle), 0:37
(pp).

THIRD PERIOD

Scoring: 5, N.Y. Islanders, Palmieri 11 (Dobson, Lee),
13:46 (pp). 6, N.Y. Islanders, Horvat 7, 19:09 (en).

SHOTS ON GOAL
N.Y. ISLANDERS .. —1 5 3-1
OTTAWA - 12 7 12 -31

Power-play opportunities: N.Y. Islanders 2 of 2; Ottawa
1of 3. Goalies: . Ottawa, Forsberg 4-6-0 (12-9). A: 15,878
(18,572). T: 2:23.

Avalanche 4, Devils 0

COLORADO
NEW JERSEY ...

FIRST PERIOD

Scoring: 1, Colorado, Colton 9 (Mittelstadt, Nichushkin),
4:07.2, Colorado, 0’Connor 4 (Kiviranta, de Haan), 14:52.

SECOND PERIOD
Scoring: 3, Colorado, Lehkonen 7 (Mittelstadt), 14:36.
THIRD PERIOD

Scoring: 4, Colorado, Kelly 2 (de Haan, Rantanen), 16:05
(en).
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SHOTS ON GOAL
COLORADO 10 5 —23
NEW JERSEY ... 2 14-2

Power-play opportunities: Colorado 0 of 2; New Jersey 0
of 3. Goalies: Colorado, Wedgewood 3-3-1 (26 shots-26
saves). New Jersey, Allen 5-4-1 (22-19). A: 15,044
(16,514). T: 2:24.

FIRST PERIOD

Scoring: 1, Calgary, Huberdeau 9 (Kadri), 1:00. 2, Dallas,
Johnston 6, 4:26 (sh).

SECOND PERIOD

Scoring: 3, Dallas, Robertson 6 (Lyubushkin, Back), 7:47.
4, Calgary, Zary 6 (Miromanov, Kuzmenko), 16:08.

THIRD PERIOD

Scoring: 5, Dallas, Hintz 11 (Robertson, Lindell), 5:13. 6,
Dallas, Steel 3 (Benn), 12:01. 7, Dallas, Harley 3 (Back,
Lundkvist), 13:02. 8, Dallas, Harley 4 (Marchment,
Duchene), 19:02.

SHOTS ON GOAL
CALGARY U 12 -31
DALLAS .. 7 9 — 28

Power-play opportunities: Calgary 0 of 3; Dallas 0 of 4.
Goalies: Calgary, Wolf 8-5-1 (28 shots-22 saves). Dallas,
Oettinger 14-6-0 (31-29). A: 18,532 (18,532). T: 2:36.

Oilers 4, Blues 2
Late Saturday

ST.LOUIS ...
EDMONTON

FIRST PERIOD

Scoring: 1, Edmonton, Perry 5 (Nurse, Draisaitl), 12:25.
SECOND PERIOD

Scoring: 2, Edmonton, McDavid 13, 5:19. 3, Edmonton,
Hyman 6 (McDavid, Draisaitl), 14:37 (pp).

THIRD PERIOD

Scoring: 4, St. Louis, Holloway 9 (Parayko, Thomas),
5:02. 5, St. Louis, Neighbours 9 (Kyrou, Buchnevich),
13:09 (pp). 6, Edmonton, Stecher 1 (J.Skinner), 14:18.
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SHOTS ON GOAL
ST.LOUIS ... 10 8 13 -31
EDMONTON 5 9 7-21

Power-play opportunities: St. Louis 1 of 2; Edmonton 1
of 1. Goalies: St. Louis, Binnington 8-10-2 (21 shots-17
saves). Edmonton, Skinner 9-7-2 (31-29). A: 18,347
(18,641). T: 2:29.

NHL LEADERS

Through Saturday’s games

GOALS GP G
Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton 19
Sam Reinhart, Florida. 19
Cole Caufield, Montreal .. 17
Kirill Kaprizov, Minnesota.. 17
William Nylander, Toronto .. 17
Brayden Point, Tampa Bay . . 16
Nico Hischier, New Jersey.. . 15
Connor McMichael, Washington .27 15
Alex Ovechkin, Washington.... 18 15
Artemi Panarin, N.Y. Rangers 15
Mikko Rantanen, Colorado 15

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

NCAA
SATURDAY'S RESULTS
SOUTH

Clemson 34, SMU 31

Georgia 22, Texas 19 (OT)

Jackson State 41, Southern 13
Marshall 31, Louisiana Lafayette 3
Mercer 17, Rhode Island 10
MIDWEST

North Dakota State 51, Abilene Christian 31
Ohio 38, Miami (Ohio) 3

Oregon 45, Penn State 37

South Dakota 42, Tarleton State 31
South Dakota State 35, Montana 18

SOUTHWEST

Incarnate Word 13, Villanova 6
WEST

Arizona State 45, lowa State 19

Montana State 49, Tennessee Martin 17
California Davis 42, lllinois State 10

AP TOP 25 POLL

The top 25 teams in the Associated Press college
football poll, with first-place votes in parentheses,
records, total points based on 25 points for a first-place
vote through one point for a 25th-place vote, and
previous ranking:

RECORD  PTS PVS

1. Oregon (62) 13-0 1550 1
2. Georgia 11-2 1474 5
3. Notre Dame 11-1 1398 4
4. Texas 11-2 1346 2
5. Penn State 11-2 1258 3
6. Ohio State 10-2 1233 7
7. Tennessee 10-2 1224 6
8. Boise State 12-1 1108 10
9. Indiana 11-1 1052 9
10. Arizona State 11-2 1001 12
11.  Alabama 9-3 838 11
12. SMu 11-2 837 8
13.  Clemson 10-3 827 18
14.  South Carolina 9-3 770 13
15. Miami 10-2 697 14
16.  Mississippi 9-3 680 15
17. BYU 10-2 531 17
18. lowa State 10-3 401 16
19. Army 111 363 24
20. Colorado 9-3 329 20
21, lllinois 9-3 317 21
22.  Syracuse 9-3 234 23
23.  Missouri 9-3 228 22
24. UNLV 10-3 144 19
25.  Memphis 10-2 132 25

Others receiving votes: Texas A&M 75, Louisville 37,
Duke 29, Kansas St. 9, Marshall 8, LSU 8, Florida 5, Ohio
2, Tulane 2, Baylor 2, Louisiana Lafayette 1.

TOP 25 COACHES’ POLL

The top 25 teams in the coaches college football poll,
with first-place votes in parentheses, records, total
points based on 25 points for a first-place vote through
one point for a 25th-place vote and previous ranking:

RECORD PTS PVS
1 Oregon (54) 130 1,350 1
2. Georgia 11-2 1,281 5
3. Notre Dame 11-1 1,214 4
4. Texas 11-2 1,178 2
5. Penn State 11-2 1,080 3
6. Tennessee 10-2 1,069 6
7. Ohio State 10-2 1,037 8
8. Boise State 121 929 10
9. Indiana 111 925 9
10.  Arizona State 11-2 85 13
11.  Alabama 9-3 749 11
12.  SMuU 1-2 741 7
13.  Clemson 103 707 17
14, South Carolina 9-3 668 12
15, Mississippi 9-3 631 15
16.  Miami 10-2 611 14
17.  Brigham Young 10-2 423 18
18.  Army 111 361 23
19.  lowa State 10-3 355 16
20.  Missouri 9-3 282 20
21, lllinois 9-3 275 21
22.  Colorado 9-3 228 22
23.  Memphis 10-2 166 24
24, UNLV 103 140 19
25.  Syracuse 9-3 129 25

Others receiving votes: Texas A&M 50, Duke 40,
Louisville 17, Kansas State 16, Marshall 14, Ohio 8,
Louisiana Lafayette 6, Tulane 6, Georgia Tech 3, Jack-
sonville State 3, lowa 1, LSU 1.

1-1 5, Cox 0-3 0-0 0, Harris 0-1 0-0 0, Berg 1-1 0-0 2,
Burgess 0-10-0 0. Totals 32-66 10-13 83,

Halftime: Maryland 36-31. Three-point goals: Maryland
11-26 (Gillespie 4-7, Rice 3-7, Miguel 2-5, Queen 2-5,
Gapare 0-2), Purdue 9-26 (Smith 5-9, Loyer 3-7, Heide
1-4, Harris 0-1, Kaufman-Renn 0-1, Colvin 0-2, Cox 0-2).
Fouled out: Reese. Rebounds: Maryland 32 (Queen 12),
Purdue 32 (Kaufman-Renn 8). Assists: Maryland 15
(Gillespie, Miguel 4), Purdue 13 (Smith 10). Total fouls:
Maryland 18, Purdue 13. A: 14,876 (14,846).

No. 14 Cincinnati 84, Howard 67

Howard (3-6)

Campbell 2-4 0-0 4, Dockery 6-15 0-0 14, Gill 2-3 1-1 5,
Harper 8-16 7-7 23, Strong 3-6 0-0 9, Stewart 2-4 1-1 5
Shockley-Okeke 3-50-07, Johnson 0-10-0 0, Hima 0-0 0-00,
Robins 0-0 0-0 0, Taiwo 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 26-54 9-9 67.
Cincinnati (7-1)

Bandaogo 8-10 1-3 17, Mitchell 5-6 3-4 14, Hickman 1-4
0-0 2, James 3-6 0-0 7, Luko3ius 7-10 1-2 18, Thomas
3-101-19, Page 2-5 2-3 6, Reed 2-5 0-0 4, Betsey 2-40-0
5, Skillings 1-4 0-0 2, Griffith 0-0 0-0 0, Dzellat 0-0 0-0 0.
Totals 34-64 8-13 84.

Halftime: Cincinnati 36-32. Three-point goals: Howard 6-18
(Strong 3-5, Dockery 2-7, Shockley-Okeke 1-2, Johnson 0-1,
Harper 0-3), Cincinnati 8-23 (LukoSius 3-6, Thomas 2-5,
Betsey 1-2, Mitchell 1-2, James 1-3, Skillings 0-1, Hickman
0-2, Reed 0-2). Fouled out: Gill. Rebounds: Howard 22
(Harper 10), Cincinnati 37 (Page 8). Assists: Howard 13 (Gill
4), Cincinnati 19 (LukoSius 4). Total fouls: Howard 17,
Cincinnati 12. A: 10,913 (13,176).
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Missouri 76, No. 1 Kansas 67

Kansas (7-2)

Adams 3-7 5-5 11, Dickinson 8-15 1-1 19, Coit 5-11 0-0
14, Harris 5-14 2-3 13, Mayo 2-6 0-0 4, Storr 1-7 0-0 2,
Griffen 1-2 0-0 3, Bidunga 0-11-2 1, Clemence 0-0 0-0 0,
Passmore 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 25-63 9-11 67.

Missouri (8-1)

Gray 2-2 3-4 7, Bates 9-15 9-9 29, Perkins 4-10 0-0 8,
Robinson 3-7 4-4 11, Mitchell 4-14 8-12 17, Shaw 1-10-0
2, Warrick 0-2 0-0 0, Pierce 0-0 0-0 0, Allen 0-0 2-2 2,
Marshall 0-0 0-0 0, Barrett 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 23-52 26-31
76.

Halftime: Missouri 39-25. Three-point goals: Kansas
8-23 (Coit 4-7, Dickinson 2-4, Griffen 1-1, Harris 1-5,
Mayo 0-3, Storr 0-3), Missouri 4-13 (Bates 2-5, Robinson
1-2, Mitchell 1-4, Perkins 0-2). Rebounds: Kansas 32
(Dickinson 14), Missouri 27 (Gray 10). Assists: Kansas
13 (Harris 5), Missouri 8 (Robinson 3). Total fouls:
Kansas 19, Missouri 14. A: 15,061 (15,061).
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No. 2 Auburn 98, Richmond 54

Richmond (4-5%

Neskovic 3-12 5-5 12, Roumoglou 1-4 0-0 3, Walz 2-6 2-2
6, Hunt 2-12 6-6 10, Tyne 6-10 1-1 16, Beagle 1-6 0-0 2,
Roche 1-3 1-3 4, Tanner 0-3 1-2 1, Graham 0-0 0-0 0,
Soulis 0-3 0-0 0, Washington 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 16-59
16-19 54.

Auburn (8-1)

Broome 5-10 1-4 11, Dy.Cardwell 3-8 1-3 7, Jones 3-10
2-2 11, Kelly 4-7 3-3 15, Baker-Mazara 5-8 2-2 13,
Pettiford 4-8 3-3 15, Howard 5-9 2-4 13, Johnson 2-4 3-4
7, Moore 0-0 2-2 2, Hudson 1-1 0-0 2, Pegues 0-3 0-0 0,
Muschalek 1-1 0-0 2, Patterson 0-0 0-0 0, Williams 0-0
0-0 0. Totals 33-69 19-27 98.

Halftime: Auburn 52-27. Three-point goals: Richmond
6-30 (Tyne 3-6, Roche 1-3, Roumoglou 1-4, Neskovic 1-8,
Beagle 0-1, Soulis 0-1, Tanner 0-1, Walz 0-2, Hunt 0-4),
Auburn 13-30 (Kelly 4-5, Pettiford 4-8, Jones 3-8,
Howard 1-2, Baker-Mazara 1-3, Broome 0-2, Pegues
0-2). Rebounds: Richmond 25 (Walz 7), Auburn 46
(Baker-Mazara, Johnson 6). Assists: Richmond 8 (Hunt,
Beagle 3), Auburn 23 (Broome 6). Total fouls: Richmond
17, Auburn 14. A: 9,121 (9,121).

No. 9 Duke 76, Louisville 65

Duke (7-2)

Maluach 1-10-02, James 2-5 6-6 11, Proctor 6-13 0-0 13,
Flagg 8-17 3-3 20, Knueppel 4-12 2-2 12, Brown 3-30-16,
Gillis 1-2 0-0 3, Foster 3-7 1-2 9, Evans 0-2 0-0 0. Totals
28-62 12-14 76.

Louisville (5-4)

Scott 2-2 1-3 5, Waterman 0-3 1-2 1, Hadley 3-8 0-0 7,
Hepburn 2-112-2 8, Smith 4-112-2 13, Edwards 6-12 6-6
21, Rooths 2-4 4-6 10. Totals 19-51 16-21 65.

Halftime: Louisville 37-33. Three-point goals: Duke 8-30
(Foster 2-6, Knueppel 2-9, Gillis 1-2, James 1-2, Flagg
1-3, Proctor 1-6, Evans 0-2), Louisville 11-31 (Edwards
3-4, Smith 3-9, Rooths 2-4, Hepburn 2-7, Hadley 1-5,
Waterman 0-2). Fouled out: Flagg. Rebounds: Duke 35
(Flagg 12), Louisville 34 (Scott, Hadley 8). Assists: Duke
13 (Knueppel 6), Louisville 10 (Hepburn 5). Total fouls:
Duke 18, Louisville 16. A: 15,312 (22,090).

UCLA 73, No. 12 Oregon 71

UCLA (8-1)

Bilodeau 3-11 0-0 7, Andrews 4-7 0-0 10, Clark 1-6 1-2 4,
Johnson 4-7 0-0 11, Dailey 7-8 2-3 19, Mack 5-13 0-0 10,
Stefanovic 2-5 2-2 8, Kyle 1-2 0-0 2, Mara 1-10-0 2, Perry
0-20-00. Totals 28-62 5-7 73.

Oregon (9-1)

Angel 3-8 2-2 9, Bittle 8-13 4-5 22, Bamba 0-1 0-0 0,
Moss 0-0 0-0 0, Shelstad 4-8 0-0 11, Tracey 4-6 1-2 10,
Barthelemy 5-14 1-2 13, Evans 2-3 2-3 6, S.Cook 0-1 0-0
0, Phillips 0-10-0 0. Totals 26-55 10-14 71.

Halftime: Oregon 34-33. Three-point goals: UCLA 12-23
(Dailey 3-4, Johnson 3-5, Andrews 2-3, Stefanovic 2-4,
Bilodeau 1-3, Clark 1-3, Mack 0-1), Oregon 9-21 (Shel-
stad 3-4, Bittle 2-3, Barthelemy 2-5, Tracey 1-3, Angel
1-4, Bamba 0-1, Phillips 0-1). Rebounds: UCLA 23
(Johnson, Dailey 5), Oregon 33 (Bittle 10). Assists:
UCLA 10 (Mack 3), Oregon 15 (Bittle 4). Total fouls:
UCLA 15, Oregon 11. A: 8,133 (12,364).

Arkansas State 85,
No. 16 Memphis 72

Arkansas State (7-3)

Julien 4-12 2-6 12, Marshall 2-31-2 5, T.Ford 0-5 0-0 0,
Pinion 7-13 3-3 22, Todd 4-19 7-8 17, Felts 0-5 0-0 0,
Dominguez 5-7 6-6 19, Head 3-5 2-2 8, Nelson 1-2 0-0 2,
K.Johnson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 26-71 21-27 85.

Memphis (7-2)

Jourdain 3-8 1-2 7, Cisse 0-0 0-0 0, Haggerty 8-15 11-13
29, Hunter 1-71-24, Rogers 4-140-011, Dainja4-108-14
16, Carter 1-3 0-0 3, Okojie 0-1 0-1 0, Yates 0-0 2-2 2,
Harris 0-10-0 0. Totals 21-59 23-34 72.

Halftime: Arkansas State 42-29. Three-point goals:
Arkansas State 12-36 (Pinion 5-11, Dominguez 3-3,
Julien 2-5, Todd 2-9, Head 0-1, T.Ford 0-2, Felts 0-5),
Memphis 7-22 (Rogers 3-9, Haggerty 2-3, Carter 1-3,
Hunter 1-3, Harris 0-1, Jourdain 0-3). Fouled out: Nelson.
Rebounds: Arkansas State 40 (Julien, Marshall, Pinion
8), Memphis 36 (Dainja 12). Assists: Arkansas State 16
(T.Ford, Todd 4), Memphis 9 (Hunter 3). Total fouls:
Arkansas State 25, Memphis 21. A: 10,983 (18,119).

No. 22 Texas A&M 72,
Texas Tech 67

Texas A&M (8-2)

Coleman 1-4 3-5 5, Washington 2-5 2-2 8, Hefner 0-2 0.
0, Phelps 5-17 0-0 12, Taylor 6-17 5-5 19, Carter 5-6 3
16, Obaseki 3-12 0-0 6, Payne 3-3 0-0 6, Garcia 0-10-00,
Wilcher 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 25-67 13-18 72.

Texas Tech (7-2)

Federiko 3-31-2 7, Williams 3-8 3-4 11, Hawkins 3-7 0-0
7, McMillian 7-14 4-4 23, Walton 0-1 0-0 0, Overton 6-13
%%212,7 Anderson 0-30-00, Yalaho 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 23-51
Halftime: Texas A&M 34-31. Three-point goals: Texas
A&M 9-24 (Carter 3-4, Washington 2-3, Phelps 2-6,
Taylor 2-8, Garcia 0-1, Hefner 0-1, Obaseki 0-1), Texas
Tech 12-31 (McMillian 5-10, Overton 4-9, Williams 2-4,
Hawkins 1-4, Walton 0-1, Yalaho 0-1, Anderson 0-2).
Fouled out: Garcia. Rebounds: Texas A&M 33 (Washing-
ton 9), Texas Tech 28 (Federiko 6). Assists: Texas A&M
13 (Taylor 4), Texas Tech 18 (Williams, Hawkins 5).
Total fouls: Texas A&M 13, Texas Tech 16. A: 12,642
(13,300).

-2
-4

SOUTHWEST

Arkansas 84, Southeast Missouri 45
Baylor 71, UNLV 64

Houston 70, Southeastern Louisiana 65
Kansas State 89, Texas A&M 50
Oklahoma 110, Alabama State 46
South Carolina 85, TCU 52

WEST

Boise State 76, San Diego 59
Colorado State 74, Gonzaga 72 (OT)
Grand Canyon 76, Utah State 62
UCLA 73, Washington 62

Utah 79, Princeton 76

No. 4 Texas 93,
James Madison 62

31 27 17 18 — 93
20 9 13 20 — 62

TEXAS

JAMES MADISON ..
Texas (8-1)

Booker 10-13 1-1 21, Jones 1-1 4-4 6, Moore 2-4 3-4 7,
Harmon 8-11 1-2 19, Holle 1-5 2-2 4, Carlton 2-4 0-0 5,
Oldacre 1-2 0-0 2, Lee 7-9 0-0 20, Mwenentanda 0-4 0-0
0, Phelia 2-6 3-4 7, Preston 0-4 2-2 2, Totals 34-63 16-19
93

James Madison (7-3)

Barnes 5-9 1-2 12, Kozlova 1-7 0-2 2, Hazell 1-3 2-2 4,
McDaniel 5-10 0-0 12, Stephenson 0-5 0-0 0, Goodman
1-1 0-0 2, Molnarova 0-0 0-0 0, Robinson 2-6 2-2 6,
Scott 8-15 5-5 22, Williams 1-4 0-0 2, Totals 24-60
10-13 62

Three-point goals: Texas 9-17 (Harmon 2-2, Holle 0-4,
Carlton 1-1, Lee 6-6, Phelia 0-2, Preston 0-2), James
Madison 4-16 (Barnes 1-3, Hazell 0-1, McDaniel 2-4,
Stephenson 0-2, Scott 1-5, Williams 0-1). Assists: Texas
21 (Harmon 5), James Madison 8 (Scott 3). Fouled out:
James Madison Stephenson. Rebounds: Texas 34 (Jones
7), James Madison 35 (McDaniel 8). Total fouls: Texas
16, James Madison 18. Technical Fouls_None. A: 3,361.

No. 8 Duke 81, Virginia Tech 59

VIRGINIA TECH .. 8 14 20 17 - 59
DUKE 5 23 19 24 - 81

Virginia Tech (7-3)

Baker 5-9 1-2 11, Micheaux 4-10 0-1 8, Ekh 1-6 0-0 2,
Nelson 1-40-0 2, Wenzel 7-17 4-7 19, Petersen 0-0 0-0 0,
Suffren 3-5 4-4 10, White 3-4 1-1 7, Totals 24-55 10-15

59

Duke (9-2)

Thomas 6-8 2-3 14, Donovan 1-30-0 2, Jackson 1-40-0 3,
Mair 2-6 0-0 6, Richardson 2-6 0-0 5, Cotton 1-2 0-0 2,
Fournier 12-17 3-527, Wood 2-51-2 7, de Jesus 1-30-0 3,
Koabel 0-0 0-0 0, Okananwa 5-10 1-1 12, Totals 33-64
7-1181

Three-point goals: Virginia Tech 1-7 (Baker 0-1, Ekh 0-3,
Wenzel 1-3), Duke 8-17 (Jackson 1-3, Mair 2-2, Richard-
son 1-3, Wood 2-3, de Jesus 1-2, Okananwa 1-4).
Assists: Virginia Tech 7 (Suffren 3), Duke 18 (Richard-
son 7). Fouled out: Virginia Tech Micheaux. Rebounds:
Virginia Tech 27 (Baker 6, Suffren 6), Duke 36 (Okanan-
wa 12). Total fouls: Virginia Tech 12, Duke 20. Technical
Fouls_None. A: 2,328.

No. 1 UCLA 73, Washington 62

20 15 22 16 — 73
16 9 24 13 — 62

UCLA
WASHINGTON
UCLA (9-0)
Gardiner 2-30-0 6, Jaquez 5-9 0-0 11, Betts 10-16 3-5 23,
Jones 1-50-03, Rice 8-13 2-2 18, Barker 2-4 0-04, Dudley
0-0 0-0 0, Dugalic 2-5 0-0 4, Aarnisalo 2-4 0-0 4, Totals
32-595-773

Washington (7-3)

Daniels 6-10 1-2 14, Eke 1-3 0-0 2, Ladine 7-16 2-2 19,
Sellers 4-13 3-4 13, Stines 4-13 2-2 12, Gillmer 1-10-0 2,
Briggs 0-0 0-0 0, Brown 0-1 0-0 0, Totals 23-57 8-10 62
Three-point goals: UCLA 4-12 (Gardiner 2-3, Jaquez 1-2,
Jones 1-2, Rice 0-2, Dugalic 0-2, Aarnisalo 0-1), Wash-
ington 8-22 (Daniels 1-3, Ladine 3-5, Sellers 2-6, Stines
2-7, Brown 0-1). Assists: UCLA 15 (Jaquez 5, Rice 5),
Washington 7 (Eke 2, Ladine 2, Sellers 2). Fouled out:
None. Rebounds: UCLA 30 (Jaquez 7), Washington 32
(Stines 8). Total fouls: UCLA 12, Washington 8. Techni-
cal Fouls_None. A: 3,453.

No. 3 South Carolina 85,
No. 9 TCU 52

SOUTH CAROLINA . 20 24 20 21 — 8
TCU

u 9 9 20 - 5

South Carolina (9-1)

Feagin 2-2 0-0 4, Kitts 1-4 2-2 4, Hall 1-1 2-2 5, Raven
Johnson 4-7 0-0 11, Paopao 5-9 0-0 11, Dauda 0-20-0 0,
Edwards 2-2 2-2 6, Tac 0-0 0-0 0, Watkins 3-8 0-2 6,
Fulwiley 8-15 3-3 20, Tessa Johnson 4-7 0-0 10,
McDaniel 0-2 8-8 8, Totals 30-59 17-19 85

TCU (9-1)

Prince 3-80-2 6, Bigby 2-32-2 8, Conner 1-8 2-2 5, Hunter
1-4 0-0 2, Van Lith 7-17 6-6 21, Merrill 0-0 0-0 0,
Roberson 1-4 3-5 5, Emma-Nnopu 1-2 0-0 2, Godfrey 1-3
0-03, Jovanovic 0-2 0-0 0, Totals 17-51 13-17 52
Three-point goals: South Carolina 8-20 (Hall 1-1, R.John-
son 3-6, Paopao 1-3, Dauda 0-2, Fulwiley 1-4, T.Johnson
2-3, McDaniel 0-1), TCU 5-19 (Bigby 2-3, Conner 1-3,
Hunter 0-2, Van Lith 1-5, Roberson 0-2, Emma-Nnopu
0-1, Godfrey 1-2, Jovanovic 0-1). Assists: South Carolina
18 (Paopao 4), TCU 11 (Van Lith 6). Fouled out: None.
Rebounds: South Carolina 36 (Kitts 12), TCU 26 (Conner
6). Total fouls: South Carolina 16, TCU 14. Technical
Fouls_None. A: 8,004.

No. 5LSU 100,

Grambling State 54
GRANBLING STATE 13 16 12 13 — 54
LSU. 29 25 33 13 —100

Gram g g % .

Johnson 1-9 0-0 2, Phillip 3-4 0-0 6, Mosley 0-7 0-0 0,
Prien 2-10 4-9 8, Warmsley 2-10 4-4 8, Freeman 4-6 2-4
10, Hartsfield 1-5 0-0 2, Sandifer 1-2 0-0 2, Simmons 0-1
0-0 0, Jackson 2-6 0-0 4, Salat 4-8 0-0 12, Totals 20-68
10-1754

LSU (11-0)

Morrow 10-14 6-7 26, Smith 3-6 0-0 6, Johnson 7-13 6-6
20, Poa 0-12-4 2, Williams 5-10 5-6 16, Bartlett 0-10-00,
Wolfenbarger 3-40-16, Del Rosario 3-31-17, Gilbert 2-9
0-0 4, Richard 3-7 1-1 9, Sheppard 2-10 0-0 4, Totals
38-78 21-26 100

Three-point goals: Grambling State 4-17 (Johnson 0-4,
Mosley 0-2, Warmsley 0-3, Freeman 0-1, Jackson 0-1,
Salat 4-6), LSU 3-10 (Johnson 0-1, Poa 0-1, Williams 1-3,
Gilbert 0-1, Richard 2-4). Assists: Grambling State 13
(Hartsfield 4), LSU 18 (Williams 5). Fouled out: None.
Rebounds: Grambling State 30 (Phillip 7), LSU 64
(Morrow 16). Total fouls: Grambling State 22, LSU 18.
Technical Fouls_Grambling State Johnson 1, LSU John-
son 1. A: 8,299.

No. 10 Notre Dame 93,
Syracuse 62
NOTRE DAME . 21 15 29 28 — 93

SYRACUSE

Notre Dame (7-2)

King 2-7 1-2 5, Koval 5-8 2-2 12, Citron 10-15 1-1 25,

Hidalgo 9-22 5-7 24, Miles 8-11 3-3 20, Cernugel 0-0 0-0

g, Prosper 0-5 2-2 2, Risch 2-4 0-0 5, Totals 36-72 14-17
3

20 9 13 20 — 62

Syracuse (4-6)

Scott 6-15 4-5 16, Wood 3-6 0-0 6, Burrows 4-13 3-513,
Velez 0-2 0-0 0, Woolley 5-13 0-1 10, Hawkins 1-2 0-0 2,
Thompson 2-30-04, Wilson 1-50-0 2, Varejao 2-112-26,
Camp 1-50-0 3, Potts 0-0 0-0 0, Schmitt 0-2 0-0 0, Totals
25-77 9-13 62

Three-point goals: Notre Dame 7-19 (Citron 4-6, Hidalgo
1-5, Miles 1-4, Prosper 0-2, Risch 1-2), Syracuse 3-14
(Scott 0-2, Burrows 2-7, Varejao 0-1, Camp 1-3, Schmitt
0-1). Assists: Notre Dame 22 (Miles 8), Syracuse 11
(Scott 2, Woolley 2). Fouled out: None. Rebounds: Notre
Dame 54 (King 12), Syracuse 38 (Varejao 10). Total
fouls: Notre Dame 14, Syracuse 13. Technical
Fouls_None. A: 4,440.



