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ASSAD
OUSTED

* Regime collapses after five-decade rule B
» Syrians wake up to new reality led by HTS
* Assad and family in Russia, granted asylum  S58
* Prevent Syria from falling into disarray: KSA 58
® [srael takes over Golan Heights bufler zone )1*

Ep Netanyahu zaid the events in - %%
Syria were “a direct result of the e
hlows we have inflicted on Iran
andd Hexbodlah,”
Sauch Arabia called for efforts
o prevent Syria from falling into
cisarmay, ~ The Kingedom aflinms its
support for the brotherly Syman
people and their choice.” the Saudi
Foreign Ministry said in a state-
ment. The Kingdom appealed fo

s
e

Arnb Noews Higch

Syrians at home and The
refugees abroad hingdom
experienced a historicday  of Saudi
on Sunday, as they awoke Arahia

to news of the collapse affirms iis
of the Assad reglme that support
had ruled the country lor for the
more Lhan five decades. brotherly

syrian
people
and their

“toncerted ellors o preserve the
unity of Syria and the cohesion

Fiwves led by Abu Mohaomomed
Al-Godani of Hayat Tahmr Al-Sham,

or HTS, took control of the capital
Damascus on Sunday moming, the
culmination of a rapid aitack thai
e With the aking of Alepgso
kess than two weeks ago

Prime Minister Mohammed
Crhagl Al-Jalalli was seen being
esoorted by Al-Golant's men toa
meeting in which he reportedly
handed over power, while anti-
FEgLme ETrAlfs announced on
siale TV thal President Bashar
Assal had been overthrown and
all prisoners releascd.

Assad and his family arrived in
Russia and were granted asylum
by the Russian authoritics,
Russian news agencies reported,
cliting a Kremlin source

The Inteffax news agency
guated an unnamed source as
svires “President Assad of Svnmia
has arrived in Mosoow,. Bussia has
granted them (him and his famndly)
asvioem on humanitaresn grounds.”

Israedi Prome Minister Bengamin
Netanyahu said he had ordered
the Isracll military o “selse™
chemilitanized balfer zone on e
Crolan Heighis-Syria border as a
resilt of the overthrow of Assad.
“We will not allow anyv hostile
foree o establi=h fsell on our

Ecricher,” b saacl

cholce,

Resldents

in Humoa st
ablaze a larges
bamnar boxring

a plcture of
Boashor Assnd

hnging an
the facida of
& municipal

Biiilcling on
Sundoy. AFP

of its poople, 50 as o prevent i
falling into chaos and division™

A U5 Mational Security Council
spokesperson  posled on =ociad
meeclia that “President Coe) Biden
atud his tearm are closely monitoring
Lhe extraomlinary evenls m Syma
and staving in constant towch with
regional partners”

“The United States will
COMCIE [0 MAIMLEN VS P iiee
In eastern Sva and will lake
measures mecessary o prevent
a resurgence of (Dacsh)” Deputy
Aszzistant Secretary of Defense for
the Middle East Damel Shapiro
told the Manama Dialosue
secunty conference in Bahrain,

UK Privie Minister Kedr Strmes
webcomed the fall of Assul “The
developments in Syria in recent
hours and days are umprecedented,
and we are speaking toour pariners
in the region and monitoring
e situation closely, The Syvrlan
peope have suffered uncer Assal’s
barbaric regimee for too long and we
welcome his departure,” Stanmer
sai in a statement

Turkish Foreign  Minister
Hakan Fidan told a press confer-
ence in Doha: “Turkive calls on
all actors (o act with priklence
andd to be watchful”
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[ wis pleased to vistt Misk Ant Week
where 1 =aw Saudi cultural heritage and
contemporary creations that highlight the
kingdom's position as a leading culiural
destination that supports innovation.
Ahmed Al-Khateeb
S boarsim MRt
loday
2
« -
9 =\
“\' ‘ =
Bhahran
Snovwman slme

FKicks can participate in fun
scientihc expenments whene
they make a sowwman and bearm
about scienoe through a bunch
aof meessy activities, Vit the
Ithra app for regastration and
other details about the activity,
which will run until Dec, 24,

Riyadh
Choecolate expo

[echalge in coffee and chooolate
blis= at the International Cof-
fee and Chooolate Exhibition
in Hivadh on Liec, 10-14. Get

b experience unigue flavors
anil engoy the dellclous pakr-
g off coflee and chocolate.

Dhahran
Cosmic discovery

[thra's “Under a Sky Full aof
Slars” opens up the cosmos
with facts, cobors, sizes, shapes
and dstances n an iImmersive,
fun and educational manner.

Riyadh
Magical experience

Vistt “Harry Potier: A Rivadh
Season Adventure™ to explore
iwconie locations, the Sorting
Hat, Chnckidiich, Butierbeer,
exclusive merch, and more. For
booking visit webook.com.

-

- o i A

audl Minister of State armwd
Cabinet member Prince Turki
hin Mohammed bin Fahd bin
Abdulaziz received the newly
appointed Japanese Ambassador to the

T/z ¢Re

THE FICTURES THAT

Ringdom Morino Yusanari in
Riyvacdh on Sunday,

During the meeting, they
reviewed bilateral relations and
ways to enhance them in various

olster

MARK THE DAY

Feporied.

fields, Saudi Press Agency

Prince Turki also wished the
Japanese ambassador success in
his new dutics.

#JOIN THE SQUAD

Citizens, residents and visitors in Riyvadh explain to Arab News why
Saudi Arabia is the best country to host the FIFA World Cup 2034.

-
®

. The people here in Saudi
Arabia are incredible,

super friendly, super social ...
that would be a great reason

for World Cup (in Saudi Arabia).
| also think that the passion
for football, which is growing

day by day, is also one of the

reasons why the World Cup
should happen here ... it's going

to be an incredible experience.
ALEJANDRO POZUELD

AL-FAYHA FC PLAYER

BACKING THE BID

Scan the QR code with your
smartphone to watch all the
videos of citirens, residents
and visHors voloing their
support for Saudi Arabia

Todays
Number

1l

According to the General
Entertainment Authority the
20024 Rivadh Season has at-
tracted L million visitors so far,
Saudi Press Apency reported.

Review

‘Bodega Bakes’

JASMINE BAGER

James Beard nominated chef
Fania Veler's dediclous dedbut
cookbook, "Bodega Bakes:

Recipas for Sweets and Treats
inspined by My Corner Store.”
is a heartfedt tribute to her
Dominlcan and Puarto Rlcan
heritage infused with the spirdt
of the Bron In New York City
whare she was raised,

Published in October,
it has queckly garmered
attention as a must=have
baking book, blending Velez's
vibrant storyteling atyle with
inventive recipes inspired by
her upl;lri-nglng. A hnd-um:r.__
as Velez describes it, is more
than just a small neighborhood
convansence stora; it ls a livaly
community hub = with stacks of
anacks, essentials like headache
meadicine, chocolate and
shampoo, and usually, a sleapy
resicient I:H;l-:lugp omt.

She writes: "Bodegas are the
heart of 50 many communities,
and they've given me some of
rry most joyful memones — this
book is MY Wy I:I-'F!I:l'lhl"-l'.lﬂ' that
joy with the world,”

Bodegas in New York include
a deli counter within the
crammed premises, where
freshly made sandwiches are
made to order at affordable
prices. Bodegas bacamea tha
faundation for Veler's I'.'IIJ“I'EI‘:ll'
ocraativity, transforming
humble cornerstore finds into
axtraordinary desserts,

The book features over 100
recipes, from her signature
“thick'ems" cookies to Maria
cookie lcebox cake and
pinsapple empanadillas, It is a
book bursting with personality
and flavor

1heRegion

Thve Middelbe Fast Rovneup

Arab Mews J=ddoh

® Al-Haraha Nights at Souqg
Al-Baraha celebrates Bahrain's
heritage and national pride with
a month-long event for families
and friends, Visttors can enjoy
traditional music and a vibrant
cultural atmosphere. The event
runs daily from 5 pm. 1o 10 pom.
wntl the end of December,

® The WENWERM festival

i5 a thrilling carnivil for the
whole family. It offers a vibrant
mix of shopping, entertain-
ment, fun-filled activities and
breathtaking fireworks. Enjoy
live performances by local and
regional bands, along with dadly
free games and prizes for kids,
Join the fun at Bahrain Interna-
tonal Crircul untdl Dec, 17,

® Visit the Qatar Balloon
Festival 2024 al Katara Cultural
Village for a breathtaking cel-
chration of hot air balloons and
shy spectackes. Enjoy sunrise
flighis, stunning night glow dis-
plays, daily entertainment, fooxd
and a variety of activities across
the festival prounds. Runs anitil
Diec, 21 Use visttgatar.com for
more information.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia
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SYRIA

FALLOF
ASSAD

SPECIAL COVERAGE

What began as a coup by Hafez Assad in 1970 ends with his son Bashar overthrown and Syria as divided as before

dJonnthan Gormadl | noon

In scenes reminiscent
ol every violent regime
change in the Middle
East’s recent history,
on Saturday afternoon,
jubilant crowds in the
Jaramana suburb of
Damascus toppled a
statue of Hafer Assad,
founder of the Tamily
regime that ruled Syria

for over half a century.

The beheading of the statue’s
bust, captured in shaky smart-
phone footage, spoke volumes
aboui the roods of the crisis now
engulhng S¥ria

President Bashar Assad. who
fled Syria on Saturday and was
Fiven asylum by Hussia omn
sunday, inhented an autocratic
system that his father forged
out of the chaos of Syria's posi-
ilependence coups.

Hafer Assad, boim in 15340 1o
a poor Alawite farming family,
rase¢ through the ranks of the
military. Initially training as a
pllot, he involved in
lirbiilent polhties  and
played a key role in the 15BG3
Bataihist coup. By 1566, he was
cefense minister, and i F9T0;
he scized power through his

b e
SVTIas

sa-called Corrective Hevolution.

Hafers e  transformeed
svria from a Coup-prone  stale
imto what the Brookings Instb-
tution describsd as "a highly
developed and coercive police
state apparatus” For 3 vears,
he maintained  anthoritarkan
stability while suppressing
diszent with brutal force. His
legacy of represston set the stage
[or his soan's rulke,

Bashar Assad, fnataally
pursuing a medical carcer, was
threst  into politics  after  his
aldber brother and helr apparent,

Fassel,
[Gekd, Bashar entered the Homs
Military Academy and spent
1K Years preparing o succesd
his [ther, Following Hafez's
dieath in 2000, Bashar, then 34,

citeel 1N A car oriash In

"

Demonstrators trample a canpet with a design showing President Bashar Assad during a protest outside the Syrian consulate in lstanbul, Turklye, on Sunday. 4FF

Lhe constitution was amenced to
lower the age limit for the office

Bashar's first test as leader came
with the "Damascus Spring”
wave of  pro-reform
protests following his [athers
death. Demonstrators called for
freedom of speech and an oemd
by slale oppresseor, bul Bashor
crushed the movement throwgh
arrests and crackdowns.

A decade later, in March 2011,
Syria became swept up in the Arab
!'-i;:-1'4||'.: A% IS paalesds 1':|||||I|~:|.
cemanding political reform and
the end of Bashars regime. The
Assad  government  responded
with viobence, sparking a civil war
that the Ul officially recoenioed

a4 brtef

became Syria's president, after  in 2002 The conflict escalated

ds  midtiple  factons, including
extremest groups ke Dacsh and
Al-Qacda, became Involved.

The Syrian Observatory for
Human Right= estimates that,
by March this vear, over halfl a
million people had been killed in
the conflict, including more than
[G40040 civilians, with millions
more displaced.

[hrowshout the war, the Assad
regime empoyved indiscriminate
warfare, includinge
hambes EheicEl

Despate  mtemational
outrage and promises to abandon
chemical weapons in 23003, viola:
tions persisted. Shocking: images
o children killed in sarin attacks
highlighted the regime’s brutality,

methods of
barrel il

WEAPOEs

teghilened b
Syria’s cconomy collapsed, the
Azzad regime fturmed to the
procuction  amd

caplapon, a highly

Az sanclions

addictive

amphetamine, to sustain itsell

financially. A Februwary 2023 Arab
MNews invesieation revealed that
Syvria had become the epicenter
of caplagon production, with
active involvement from high
ranking officials and Bashar's
bhrother, Maher Assad,
According 1o Caraline Rose, a
senior analvst at the New Lines
Instituie, elements of the YT
povermiment, including Maher's
Fourth Armored Division, were
ceniral to the caplagon trade.

lrafficking ol

help of Trantan-backed militis,
devastated communities across
the Middle East, including Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf states.

The regimes rellance on the
Fili &
desperation for revenuoe amid
international

clrag unckerscored s

IuniEng s
tion, In April 2022, the New
Lines Insttule described Syria's
captagon industry as a "hub for
industrial-sized procuection”
driven by ministerial complicity
aricd paolilical necessity
Meanwhile, the conflicts toll
on  Syras cvilian  population
has been catastrophic. Millions
remain displaced,  living as

refusees in noeighborine countrices

The regime’s atrocitkes have lell a
keeacy of trauma and destroction,
with the country’s imfrastructure
and economy in nuins.

In 2012 US President Barack
Olsama  cdeclared  that  Bashar
Assad had “bost legitimacy™ and
nesded 1o step down, but Assad
clesiibales) down on violemsee, Wilh
international effort=s to broker a
political transition failing, hope
for a peaceful resofution seemed
=t

Today, with
edly in hiding and Damascus
under rebel control, Syrians arc
cautiously optimistic. After half a
century of Assad family rule, the
prospect of a future free from

hashar report-

The drug, smugpled with the

or in dire conditions within Syria

tyranny feels closer than ever.

Syria has a bright future without Assad

oday we are witnessing the
emergence of A new Syria, ane
that exists without the Assad
regime. This marks the end of
rmore than five decades of mle,
(e Hlaler Assad fo s son Bashar. This
change represents nol cnly' a shiflt for the
symian people, but also a transformation for
the resion as a whaole.
We are seeing the begsinnings of a new
Aiddle East, free from external intervern-

s

hoodshed, sipmifes the transition to a new

Thiz phase does not involbye reopening
obd prievances with Syrian Agures from
the previous governiment, nor does it aim
o provake civil wars, This new pliase is
merely the beginhing,

W envision a transitional stage charac-
terized by justice, free from destrac
thon and revenge — a period dedicated
e planning for the future rather than

Lesmis, What we have observed over the cdwelling on the past. This transition calls .‘-:." -_.:h. ..-.-I-.J..‘. “ |II-i I.-
past few davs, with Syrian opposition for emphasis on state instiiutions over o e regandieg the Midols
[orees advancing in the north and gradu- tnckivichual power, Fostering a civil, secular =-l-.IH..._| —..'-I. Iu:.: :ihli.-l :
akly entering citees withoul destracton or or iheral state that aligns with the diverse QL v g s Dy e s of governmental institulions

GHASSAN IERFAHIM

iclentitbes ol the Syrian peogle,

I be:hieye that the country is on a path
torard stability and the reestablishment
of normal relations with neighboring
countries, leading to a future where
Svria becomes a erucial pard of the axis of
mascleration i the region

Syria should foster relations with both
the East and the West, focusing on recon
siruction — not just reboilding infrastruc-
ture bt also reshaping the entire state,
There is a dire need for comprehensive

Syvrla requiires i new approach (o service
delivery, emphasizing wiss managemenl
that improves performance and combats
the widespread corruption that has
plagued the nation.

While challenges still exist, particularly
Irom groaps with militant backgrounds, |
believe that the expeniences of cities liber-
ated from regime control demonstrate a
collective desire to avold the imposition of
A sirict religious governance.

We mnst pursue the vision of an inclu-

changees in various sectors, from educa-
tiodal curricula to the internal operations

give Syria, one that stands as an excepiicnal
mcklel, having emerged from the shadows

of one af e worst regimes in hastonr



ARAB NEWS Monday, December 8, 20024

News Saudi Arabia

Noor Riyadh fosters artistio and cultural exchange, supporting Rlyadh Art's goal of boosting local talent and the city’s cuttural ecomnomy. Supcllec

Habahd Alshommar B oo

Arab media professionals
attending the Noor Rlyadh
Festival have highlighted
the signiticant artistic
activity In Sandi Arabia,
noling that the movement
drives creativily and

innovation in the kingdom's
contemporary arts scene,

Noor Rivadh serves as a
platform for cultural exchange,
allgming with Rivadh Art's goal
of nurturing local talent and
boosting the capitals cultural
ecopamy. The festival, held
uider the theme “Lighl Years
Apart™ until Dec. 4, features
artworks by over GO artists across
three  hubs: Ring  Abdulaziz

"LIGHT YEARS APART

Diversity, creativity steal
the spothght at Noor Riyad

\rab media professionals highlight how artistic
nun-mrwnt fuels innovation in the hingdom

Historical Center, Wadl Hamnifa,
and JAX dstryed,

sodmee 45 intermational artists
from COUnLrics incloding
Australin, France, Germany,
Hungary, Taly, Japan, Monte-
negre, the Netherlands, Poland,
Hussia, Slovenia, South Rorea,
spain, Turkiye, the UR, the
UAE, and the 175 are showcasing
their work, n addition o 18
Saupdi artists,

sara Al-Abri, a josrnalist at
Oman’s newspaper Al Roya, told
Arab News that the festival stood
ol lor s diverse artworks, with
the use of modermn technologies
like digital lighting and inter-

active arl creating a4 unigue
EXpeTIenCe,
She sad: "What particularly

caught my attention was the

innovative Integration of art and
technology, adding depth and
beauty o the venue”

she added that the event also
embochied Saudl Vislon 200,
which prommeotes culture and the
rts. “I noticed a growing interest
in contemporary and digital arts
in Saudi Arabia, alongside tradi-
fional arie”™ she sajd,

Mohammed Alalthan, TRT
World cormespondent in the
COC (Gulf Cooperation Council),
sald  contemporary arls  in
the ERmgdom were making
crvormoies sirides and almost
racing azainst time o kheep
up with global advancements,
adcling: “Saudi society, in all s
sepments. has a deep apprecia-
tion for creativity and visoal aris.

“The integration of the

Kingdom's ancient civilization
with contemporary aris asdded
a magical touch 1o the
Riyvadh Festival”™

Ahmed Al-Fadalah., a writer
for Bahrans newspaper Al
Avam, sail: “The evenl was
truly stunning. I was impressed
by the diversity of the artistic
forms displayed, reflecting the

MNosr

immense creativity ol Saiid
artists"
Al-Fadalah highlighted the

hich quality of the displayed
waorks,  amd  added: =IThis)
indicates noticeable  develop-
ment in the local art scene.

“An event like Noor Rivadh
demonstrates  Saudi  Arabins
commitmeni b driving
creativity and  innovation  in
CONLEMpsOrary arts”

EXPANSION

Apple to launch online store in Ringdom in
2025, plans iconic retail location in Diriyah

Arab Mews S roadn

Apple
hlomlay
Arabja, starting with an online
store launch in summer 2025

The store will offer the full
product range with service and
Arabic support.

In 203G, Apple will open
Hagship retail stores, enhancing
CLESTOENe T W ess (ck ||t|||:|.|||'|:-. Al
SETVIOES,

As parl of this expansion,
Apple is planning an iconic retail
store In Dirivah, a UNESCO
Waorld Herltage Site,

Tim Cook, Apple's CED, said:
“Chur teams are looking forward
[0 deepening ol
tions with customers,

announced  plans  on
b expand n Saud

CAIEEE S -
and o

bringing the best of Apple to
help people across this country
explore thei bl
their businesses, and take their

Passlons,
icke=as Lo the next level”

Apple’s retall expansion bailds
o1 s investments n Sadl
Arabia, mclading the reglon's
first Apple Developer Academy,
launched in Riyvadh in 20231
in partmership with the Saudi
Tulwak ﬁ.l.'ili.l‘lﬁﬁ'_
afidd Princess Nowrah bant Abcl-
rabhman University.

lhe all-women academy at
the university offers world-
cliss  training for aspleing
coders, designers, and entre-
preneurs,  preparing  them
[ar careers in Saudl Arabia's
growing app economy. Nearly

ELVETTRETIENN] L,

HIGHLIGHT

Apple is investing in Saudi
Arabia, creating jobs and
introducing technologies for

artists entreprenaurs, small
businesses, and commuters,
Over the past five years, it has
spent over SR10 billion ($2.6
billicn) with local companies.

2,000 students have completed
programming courses and are
now publishing apps on the
App Store for both domestic
and global audiences.

Apple is expanding learning
oppartunities through academy
programs and partnerships, This

surnmer, it hosted Saudi Arabia's

first co-cd Apple Foundation
Program, a monthlong course
om coding and app developrment
foscaised on gaming,

Apple plans o expand the
co-cd  foundation offerings.
with the next cohornt scheduled
for spring 2025

Apple 1s investing in Saudi
Arahia, creating jobs and intro
ducing technologies for artists,
entrepreneurs, small busineses,
and commuters, Over the past
five years, it has spent over SR10
billton {326 hillion) with local
COmpanies.

With the opening of the new
metro earlier this month, Rivadh
became the latest city to join
over 250 alhers where users can
nde transit with Apple Pay,

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Rich heritage
Saundi designer

finds inspiration
in AlUla’ history

In AlURa, a region rich in history
Al et splendar, Soung
Savch desigaier Wejdan Al-Facgin
finds her muse. Drawing from
Uhe inbiie essence of ey
surroundinggs, she crafts
chestEns that echo heritage and
embady the region's identity.
Al-Faqiri's venture into
clothing cdesigEn stems from her
dheep appreciation [or AUa%
diedails, evident in her creations
and her love for handicrafis.
Recognizng the pofential
in Al seende beauty, soch
A% rock formations and dafe
palms, and historical sites,
i kuding: ruins, Al-Fagiri
Iransdafes [hese elemenls
into products that narrate the
easence and long-standing
stories of the region.
Al-Fagjur’s designs have
;.'.'l.r||r'|'-e'r| prase from ourists
and visitors, Through her
artistry, she aims to shine
a spotlight on heritage
preservation and the
repurposing of discarded
materials. SPA Riyadh

Riyadh conference
Philosophers

discuss societal
well-being

speakers from all over
thee world addressed The
fourth Rivadh Inlermational
Fhilosophy Conferenoe, which
oonclidded on Satanday

Subpects discossed e lhoded
humanity's progress and the mole
of philosophy in shaping a better
future in a moltlculbtural world.,
Oiler talkes focused an the
cpuality’ of [ife, philosogsly™s mole
in secietal well-being, improving
urban life in the face of diversity,
social salidanity for female
athletes with disabdlitles, and the
iipact af Al on human life,

Mokarmmed Alwan, the
cammission™ CEQ, syid that the
coiference helps phitlosaphy
comtribute to addressing
pressing global challenges
throaeeh dialoewse amnone
thdnkers from varous conniries

The evenl emphasezed
philosophy's role in tackling
contemporary socictal
challenges, exploring principles
of justioe, virtue, amnd happlness
esscntial to prosperous
socictes. SPA Riyadh

KSHRELIEF LARGEST COMPLETED AND

QONGUING PROWECTS TN 1006 COUNTRIES
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Cultural gathering

hingdom to host
Arabic day events

in Neww York

The King Salman Global
Acacemy for Arabic Language,
in collaboration with the
permancnt mission of Sawdi
Arabda to the UN In New York,
will stige events from Dec. B o]
al TN headguariers 1o celebrale
World Arabic Language Diay.

This vear's theme is "Arabic
Languame and Al — Advancing
[rmavation SWhtle Preserving
Cubtaral Teritage”

The event displays the
acaxdemys elforts to pronmdate
Arabic in global organizations
and highlights Saudi Arabia's
dedication to preserving
the language’s culiural and
sclennisne eribage,

I sl inchoade a pane
dliscussion Wtled “Arabic
Translation at the UN”
featuring mmternational
experts, and a virtual training
on “Arabic Translation Skills
for Diplomatic Purposes”™ fo
UN staff. An Arabic [anELagse
Exhibaron will Feature artistic
waorks and digital displayvs
focused on the language’s
beauty, history, and impact on
othier civilizations. SPA Riyadh

G

Camp oo inaticg

Humanitarian misslon
Sandi project
clears SOS Houthi
mines in Yemen

Membeers of Sauddi usabia’s
Progect Masam removed 808
explosive devices from varreus
regions of Yemen last week,

Thee total included four
ann-personnel mines, 65 anmn-
tank mines, 7351 tnexploded
ordnances and eight explosive
devices, according to a repaort.

Csama Al-Crosaibl, the
IFAREATINES TrEmaEing clmesCTor,
siicl & total of 471 842 mines
had been cleared since its
IncEpthon in 2008,

The explosives wene
planted indiscriminately and
posed a threat to civilians,
inclading children, wommen
anird 1|:||"-e'i|I|'|'I:|'.TI1|'-::I|*|i|i:|.in|.'.
opErations took pdace in Marih,
Aden, Joul, Shabwa, Take,
Hodeidah, Lahij, Sanaa, Al
Bayvda, Al-Dhale and Saada.

The Initkative trains local
demining engineers amd
provides them with modern
euilparent. Teams are tasked
with clearing villages, mads
and schosls to facilitate safe
movement for civilians and
the delivery of hwmanitarian
alcl. AN Riyadh

a Follow Arab News Briefs alf through the day @ArabNews
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BUILDING BRIDGES

Saudi Arabia and UR forge deeper

ties in trade, tourism and innovation

Ringdom has welcomed more than 165,600 British tourists since 2019

Tamaora Aboalsaud,
Manal Al-Barakat! Hiyacn

Saudi Arabia and the United
Kingdom are solldilfving
their partnership through
expanded collaborations

In key sectors, Including
finance, trade, tourism

and Innovation,

The sirategywe alipnment rellects
both couniries' shared aspira-
Hons for economic growith and
dllversilicatbon, with Saudi Arakia
leveraging its Vision 2030 inita-
tive and the UR secking stronger
Hies in the CGulf region.

Recent  high-level  discussions
|:||r|-:'|'.'-.-.'|||'-e' il :|r|l||.I|I:|| CORTNRLE-
metil fo bolstering bilateril trade,
sctting  ambitious targets, amd
fostering cross-indusiry synergies.

These efforts are underpinned
by cultural cxchanges, increased
tourism fows, and cooperative
imitlatives in emerging sectors
such a8 clean technology and
heritage preservation

According to data from the UR
governments Department  for
Business and Trade, total trade
i goodds and services with Sandi
Arabia reached £17.6  hillion
(224 ballion) in the year ending
March 2024,

During &  top  momsterad
mecting in Riyadh in September

between Samdl Arabia’s Minkster
o Commmerce  Majd Al-Qasals
and the UR's Secretary of Stale
for Business and Trade Jonathan
Revniodds, officials  discussed a
target o increase bilsteral trade to
£30 hillion (5506 billion) i 20050,

After the mecting, Al-GQasabi
nofed the mplementation of 70
initiatives in 13 economic sectors
o strengthen  Saudi-British
relations that have led (o mone
than 30 percent growih between
MR amal 20023,

"Economic  growih  is  this
governments driving  mission,
and boosting trade and mvesl
ment with some of the worlds
higgesi economies s crucial
b that," Reyvoolds sald in oa
stalement

The hingdom was the UR's
23rd largest trading pariner in
the four quarters to the end of the
vear's first quarter, accounting
for 1| percent of total UK irade.

Chairwoman of the Saudi
British Joinl Business Coapeedl
Jennie (rubbins spoke (o Arab
News in November 2023 and
sald that bilateral trade between
saudl Arabdia and the UK had
increased 68 percent in the
PREVIO0S ViEar,

Shoe sakd af the times “This 15 st
a FeElly exciling time, The relation-
ship between Sach Arabia and
the UK, 1 think, is betier than I've

We've always had a very
strong relationship, bat thiad
relationship is getting closer

as saudi Arabia undergoes
this huge societal and

coonomic change,
Lucy Frazer

Foarmes L Sacretarg ol S2al

far Clidtur e, Mssda, aid Seorl

ever seen i, and 've been
working between the UR
and the Middle East for a
bomg thrme

"Preople clod 't
know what's going on in
Saudi Arabia think ™
mavhe it ol
stuff. but it's r

wiin

= T = =

all about ... 8 huge prowih in
the technobogy (sector), Things
like chlean tech, fintech, health-
tech, huge interest in all of those
things,” Gubhbins said.

she also said that the council
wees Saudhi Arabias Vision 20050
as a "blueprint™ to direct them
toward the arcas to focus on
with continual growith.
Gubdxns haghlighted
thal Sawudi megaprogec
NEOM opening its frst
international  office
in Lomdon s mol
B g g
ering that Britons ane
the  second-largest
group of expatriaies
working alt NEOM.
Durnng A

COnskl-

Tha Bawusdi
 Tourksm

v Autharity and
ViaitBritaln
signed a
declaratian

o intent to
callaborats
and share
sapartise on
domestioc and
international
towriam in May
2024, Suppiles

November event at the British
Embassy, Nell Crompton, the
Sauchi
pomted owt that the partner-
ship between the two countrics
has expanded from traditional
defense partnerships to include
variable sectors such as tounsm,
people-to-pecple relations, and
gporis, especially since  Vision
TR0 was announeed

The tounsm seclor 15 an area
of promising growth, with more
British sports personalities, such
as the cricketer Kevin Pletersen,
visiting Sandl Arabia and many
Saudis  regularly  travehng (o
London for holidays.

“T1 think the affection beiwean
the two countries is amazing”
Crompion  sail.  “Since  we

ambassador (o Aralipa,

intrdleced  the  visa  walves

sislem I June 2023, over
SO0.000 Saudis have osed
to po to London, in addition to
the 100,000 who already had a
10-year visa or anather passpaort "

Al the Greal Fulures Confer-
ence in May, the Saudi Tounsm
Authority and VisitBritain, the
UKs national tourism agency,
signed a declaration of intent to
develop and grow tourism.

VizitBritain has predicted there
will e 240,000 visitors to the UK
from Sawdi Arabia this vear, a
peeroent moreasse from 20058,

Al the event, Saudi Tourism
Minister Ahmed Al-Khateeh said
that the Kinedom had welcomed
o than 165,600 Brith toursis
and ssued S604GL e-visas for
Rritish visitors since 2009

The lormmer UK Secrebary o
State for Culture, Media, and
Sport Lucy Frazer told Arab
News: “We've always had a very
girong  relationship, buat  that
relationship s getting closer as
Sanuch Arabaa undengoes this hage
socieial and economic change.”

she added: “It's so dynamic
and it god 50 many ambitions
for the future. And in the UR, we
would like to be a strong partner
in that. 50 we're collaborating
in a1 number of areas .'-.||:|.r||'|',.'
Enowledge, shanng expertise,
shanng best practioe.”
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C Fromt boasts a beautiful 2=km promennde for families and friends to stroll along while enjoying captivating wiews of the glistening waters and lively community; it features local pop-up shops until Dec. 14 AN photos

SHOF AND STROLL

New Qatif promenade beckons locals with coastalviews, diverse flavors

Hined Alkhumalzl Dnabrar

Nestled inthe vibrant Al-Shubaili
neighborhood of Qatif, C Front
emerges like a jewel along the
coasl, shimmering againsd the
ackdrop of the sea and the
picturesquc Gatif Comicho,
With G0 commercial units
cffering everything from trendy
Bouthgques 1o delightfil eateries,
T Froat promises shopping.
dimng, amnd entertainment
catering to different Castes,
Upon entering. visitors  are

erected by a lively atmosphere
where the sally brecze mingles
with the aroma of diverse
cuisines. The project boasts a
beautiful 2-km promenade For
[amiliez and riends o siroll
along while engoving caplivating
views of the glistening waters
and lively community.
Enhanced by
launtains

dancing
ANl :'l-]ll'l'ljll.'l.lluil
lighting and sound systems, the
promenade transforms ordinary
shopping trpe Inta extradond-

NATY CXPeriences,

Currently, € FRONT also
features exciting pop-up shops
that are available until Dec. 14

[hese  include local abava
designers, clothing shops, Arab
perfumes, gold jewelry, frank-
incense [rom Oman, dried frts,
books, amd a diverse range
of restaurants serving sweet
delights like chocolate and ice
e, ag well as S VO oplioans
like Licos and bargers

There is also a play area and an
“Toe Kingdom™ where Kids can
play with soowy,

While the pop-up shops are
temporary, the permanent stores
will remain open, promising
a wealth of choices, including
cafes, food outlets, and family-
friendly opdions,

"The vision for developing C
Fromt is to create a comprehen
sivie destination that reflects the
agpirations of Qatif and aligns
with the Eingdom™ Vislon 2050
i Suppariing  econoinic  and
siCiil] development,” said Khaled
Al-Razoul  Shahalb, execulive
director of Al-5Seel Al-Shargl Co

Laila Abualsnsd, co-owner of
Tree Optics with her hushaned,
expressed her enthustasm for being
mviodved in this exciting project.

“Tree Optics was founded to
dleliver an EXOeEpional fVewel
shopping  expenence, empha-
sizing creativity and quality. We
are proud to be the first store
fo open in the unigue C Front
bocation” she tald Arab News,

Speaking  aboul
come, Shahab said, "We plan
o host a series of recreational
afdd cultural events at © Frost,

whal 13 (o

including seasonal markets, live
performances, and activities for
all ages.

“Codlaborations with local and
international brands will furthe
enhance s appenl as a key desti-
nation i Qatil,”

He akso hizhhighted the range of
businesses at C Front: *The project
features a diverse lineup of restau-
rants, cales, fashion shops, and
the firsl holed I Qatd, clevating
service standards and enhancing
the shopping  expericnce  with
numerods o kons lor vistors"
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Israell shelling hit a
hospital in northern Gaza,
wounding several people,
damaging equipment,

and disrapting surgeries,
Falestinlian health officials
sald on Sunday.

Hussam Abu Safiva, director of
the Kamal Adwan Hospital in
the town of Beit Lahiva — one of
anly three harely operational on
the northern edge of the enclave
— =ai the facafity was struck by
abaut 100 tank shells and bombs
late on Saturday.

“The situation is exiremely
|:I:|'|:||,;|.'|'4||,|.'-;. Wi have pAlens
in the imtensive care unif and
others awaiting  Surgerics.
Access o the operating rooms
is only possible after restonng
clectricity and oxygen supply,”
Abu Safiva said in a statement.

He =aid the hospital is
currently treating 12 wounced
people, including six in the
intensive care wnit.

Israel’s military said it had
comilected a review and found
that lis forces had not sirck
i the vicinity of the hospatal
or damaged any of its essential
equipment.

Israel's army 15 (0 conbinuoss
coordination with  hosptal
officials to provide humanitarian
assistance to the hospital and
maintain o consistent Balson”
the military sajcd.

The Health Ministry of Gaza
said a doctor was Killed with his

Family in an Israeli airstrike near
the hospital on Saturday night,

Resldents  sabd the military
blew up clusters of houses on
sumnday m the northern Gaza
arcas of Jabalia, Beit Lahiva
and Beit Hanoun, where [sraeli
forces have operated since
Cctober.

Later in the day, an Israeli

alrsirike kiled five Palestinlbans

AGGRESSION

Doctor and his family Killed
in airstrike near Gaza hospital

Residents say Israeli forces blow up clusters ol houses in Jabalia, Beit Lahiva and Beit Hanoun

Falestinlpng Irspadct dmage
at thi alte of an lsraall atrika
on & house at the Musalrat

rafuges camp in the central
Gazn Strip nmid the lerasl-
Hamas confiet, Houtnrs

Loy Y

in the heart of Gaza City, taking
the number of people killed in
separiate |r|'iIII:||"_'.' sirikes acrnss
the enclave to 1], medics sad.
Palestinians sy [srael's
operations on  the northemn
edge of the enclave are par
of a plan to clear people oul
through forced evacuations
and bombardments to create a

buffer sone. The lsraclh military

o -

AR,

denies this, sayving it is fighting
Hamas.

The war in Gara hax besp
raging lfor over 14 months, with
much of the enclave laid o
wiste and more than 44040
Palestinians  killed, according
to Gaza health authontics, as

Istaeli forces continue their
drive to wipe out Hamas
and  rescue  hostages taken

by the militant group.

The  deadliest  Israeli-Pales-
tinian violenoe indecades began
when Hamas stormed into Isracl
oa O, 7, 2O0RES,

Hamas and 1= allies took 25]
poople captive.

A total of 86 remain in Gaza,
including 3¢ the Isrvell militory
fas confirmed are dead,

Aone-week truce in November
2023 saw dozens of hostages
exchanged for  Palestinian
prisoners held in Israeli jails,
bl since then negotiations have
failed to make a breakthrongh.

Sources within militant proups
in Gaza said on Sunday that
Hamas hiad told them to compile
information on the hostages
they hold in preparation for a
ceasefive and  hostage-release
cleal with Israel,

The sources said Hamas told
factions, including Palestinian
Islamic Jihad, the Popular Front,
and the Popular Resistance
Commitiees, to preparc infor
mation such as whether their
hostages were alive or dead.

A Hamax souree said thepe
had been "intensibed contacts®
recently between Hamas and
Qatari, Ezyplian and Turkish
mediators, and that the group
expected a new round of talks
in Cairo “will begin in the
coming days”

The same source called on
Israel to halt the war, saving the
presence of its foroes made 1t
“difficult to reach all the captive
eroiips 1o know the details of the
Hiving and dead prisomers.”

MNajia Houssarl Hergt

Lebanese Prime Minister Nagih
Mikati stressed the need to
tghten contral over the border
and distance Lebanon from the
repercussions of the develop-
meTils N Syria on Sunday.

Mikati discussed the situa-
ton at the Syrian border in a call
with Gen, Joseph Aoun, head
ol the Armex] Forces, and other
security chicfs.

Lebanon corrently sty
around 2 million Syrians, wihile
mare than 800,000 are regs-
tered with the UMl Many fled
syria after its civil war began
i 200

Mikati calked on the "Lebanese
peopde, of all afihations, to show
wistdom and avoid provocations,
egpecially at this critical time For
ENAF COUniry”

He  urgesd]l commumication
with the National Commission
for the Mising and Forcibdy
[hsappeared in Lebanon and the

committee addressing the issue
of Lebanese detainess in Syria
He requested the use of all
available resources to contact the
relevant parties for the release

of hundreds of prisoners in
RMAYTIAN Prisons,

Recent developmenis in Syria,
including the opening of prisons
by oppositon factions and the
release of all detainees, along
with wveleos on social media
showing  alleged  Lebancse
prisoners  previously  consid-
ered mssing, have  sparkesd
widespread anger in Lebanon,

On Sunday, Lebanese citizen
Marwan Nouh, who had been
imprioned in Syria, returmned 1o
Arsal, Lebanon,

The presicent of the
Commitice of Familics of the
Ridnapped amd Disappseared
in Lebanon, Wadad Halwani,
called on Lebanese authorities to
Foslloroe e o thiks issue, especially
i Syrman officials had long
cenied the presence of Lebanese

GRAVE RISKS

Prime Minister Mikati urges LLebanese ‘to
show wisdom and calm during critical time’

pPrisoners in Syrian prisons,

In Tripaoli. Sidon, and paris of
Beirut, people celebrated the fall
of the Syrian regime,

The Lebanese Army Commandd
ook securty  measires "o
prevent any threat tocivil peace,”

Social media actvists cinco-
lated a video showing a group
of Lebanese vouth storming the
Arab soctalist Baath party's office
in Akkar, northem Lebanon,
and removing posters of Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad.

Also  on  Sumday, many
pro-regime Syrian families, along
with Lebanese families who had
been lving in Syria, namely in
Rablah and surrounding villages,
entered Lebanon.

Hezbollah in Bekaa semt owat
a message urging the residents
iof the pro-Hezbollalh Baalbels-
Hermel region to welcomee them.

Amid these developments,
an Israell alrstrike kit the

Prirmae Minister Najib Mikati,

easlerm ridge between Qoussayva
and Anjar.

Early on Sunday, hundreds
of Syrians gathered at Masnaa
Border Crossing  with  Syria,
wailing for Lebanese General
Secunty to open it

Many more closcly followed
the rapid military developments

im ther homeland through
television and social media.
Aroumd  400(HM}  Syrians

refurned home from Lebanon
diring the lsraell esaull on
southern Lebanon, which lasted
for 64 days.

In Arsal, a border towmn in
eastern Lebanon whose terrain
cverlaps with Syria and includes
the most sienificant number of
syrian refugee camps, people
emerged from thelr tents al
dawn aml began Cchanting
enthusiastic slogans.

Une  camp  official, Abu
Mohammed, told Arabh News
thal people had not shepd.

“We toured these camps in the
Galamoun reglon, Qusavr, and
its countryside. All the people
want o refurn, bul we look
forwand to an orderly exit from
Lehanon.”

He sald that the refugee
commitiess submitted o peguiesl
to the relevant authorities in
Lebanon o imguire about the
procedures for return.

“We have been Informed
that those wishing to leave
Lebanon may do so only

once  without  possthiy
FetUrming.
“Depariure AT

oocur  through  Al-Zamrand
crossing on the outskirts of Arsal,
a natural geographical passage
and not an official crossing, or via
Al-Matraba crossing in Hermel,
afl wrlhc il rowte,

“The [ormmer leads refugees
to Qalamoun, while the latter
directs them to Qusayr.”

The General Directorate of
Feneral Secarity In Lebanon
satd it would provide all neces-
sary facilities to return Syrians
ix Lebanon.

It moted that the repeated
Isracli assaults on the land
border crossings, particularly in
the north, have led o the closure
of these crossings until further
nolece o ensure the safety of
travelers and entrants.

Conscquently, Masnaa Border
Crossing remains open for the
place af entry and exit, espectally
for Syrian nationals, under
the previously fssued tempo-
iy 1'!-;L'|-j|!:|||l|:|] measires ancd
instructions,
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Ghanas former President John
Deahami Mahama won a historle
comeback ebecthon  victory  on
sanday  after the muling party
acoepted  defeat with  voters
appearing o punish them for
the governments handling of an
eCOrMnic crisis,

Following Saturday's election,
Nesw  Patriothe  Party  candidate
Vice  President  Mabamudu
Bawumia on Sunday conoeded
Ghanaians  wanted change
after he failed to shake off
widlespread frustration over high
costs of living.

His defeat ended eight vears in

power for the NFP under Presi-
dent Nana Akufo-Addo, whose
last term wiis marked by the west
African stafes worst  ecopomde
turmodl in vears, high inflation
and a debt defanlt.

For  opposition National
Democratic  Congress  party's
Maharna, president Frestn

2002-3017, it was his third attemyp
to reclaim the top post after Ealling
shsart In BH6 and 2020 elections.

“Former President Mahama
hias won the presidential election
decisively,” Bawumia told a
press conference.

Mahamas NI also  won
e parliameit elections,
Bawumia said, refermng o the

HISTORIC COMEBACK

Ghana’s ex-president Mahama returns with election win

NIP'Fs own intermal collation of

election results.

“The people of Ghana have
spoleen,  the  people
vided for change at this tme

hive

Ghann's
aconamic wops
dominated the
alection, after
the couriry

want through &
crimla of default,

RaLibans

and we respect i with all
humility,” e said.

The speedy concession came
a%  official tallies

still armvimgs,

Vi e W

Blaring homms and whistles and
waving the party's green, while
and red flags, Mahama supporters
ik the streets o celebrate
cii sk Lhe party campsaign office
in the capital Accra.

“They said he can't come back,
and he has come. The mation
bastlcber I back to budld cur Ghana
for us.” said trader and Mahama
SUppaTrier Levla Alhassan
erjoying the celebrations

Mahama has vel o speak
pubdichy. But on his X account,
Mahama confimmed he recemved
Bawumia’s congratulatory eall
cver hiks “ermphatic victory”

The TS Embassy in Accra also
apanded a “sucoessiol election

that reflecis the wall of the
Chanaian people”
“The 1S looks forward o

confinuing our strong pariner-

shipes  under® Mabhama, 0
saic om X,
(+hana's CONTEELC WOCS

dominated the election, after the
continent's top godd producer and
world's second cacao exporter
went through a crisis of defanlt
and currency devaluation, ending
with a 53 billion IMF baibout.

Earlier. NDC spkesITIAn
Sammy Gvamfi told reporiers
the partys intermal review of
resalts showed Mahama won 563
el of Ul vole againest 413
peroent for Baswumia.

AP Mogndizhi

Mearly 50 survivors of

a migrant boat tragedy
last month that left 25
people dead in the Indian
Ocean off Madagascar
arrived hack In Somalla
and were recelved by
government officials,

The survivors aged I7 to 50 wore
outfits made of fabric with the
Somali national flag colors as
they disembarked from a plane
in Lhe capital, Mogadishu, visibly
relieved to return to safety.

Many voung Somalis embarlk
every year on  dangerous
journevs In search of betier
opportunities abroad. The UN
agency has previously raised
concerns over the rise In imeg-
ukar migration [rom Hom ol
Alrica countries as people fee
from conflict and drought.

The survivors told The Associ-
ated Press that they were
siranded in the ocean for 13 days
after their boat’s engines faled.

Ahmed Hussein, traveling
with his now-deceased cousin,
sald they were heading to
Europe hoping for a betier
life. Twao wvessels carrying the
migrants departed Somalia early
last fmonth,

"We were spdit into two small
hoats. The engine broke down,
and we drifted at sea for 13 days
with no functioning engine. We
had no food or water, and the
(e hdates we had ran ool daring
those 13 days. We survived by
catching some fish,” he said,

REFUGEE WOES

Migrants who survived Madagascar
boat tragedy arrive back in Somalia

Survivors were stranded in the ocean tor 13 days atter their boat’s engines failed

.
.
-

The survivers aged 1T ta 50 wore outfits made of fabric with the Somall natienal lag colars as they disembaried from a plane I/ the capltal, Megadishue, relleoved te return to aafety. AF

Oifficials in Madagascar and
sorialia had earlier said the boats
capsized but offered no further
explanation. The authorities had
also put the number of survi-
viors al 48 but only 47 arrived in
somalia and the whereabouts of
e Suryivor remained unclear.,

The hoats lelt froms o heach near
the Somali capital, Mogadishu,
on Nov. 2 with 73 people on
board and were believed to be

BACRGROUND

& Many young Somalis embark
avery year on dangerous
journeys in search of batter
opportunities abroad,

® The survivors said they
were stranded in the ocean
for 13 days after their boat's
engines failed.

hecaded to the French region
of Mavoite, according to Jean-
Edmond Randrianantenaina, the
fead of Madagascar's Mantime
Ports Agency. Mavotte, an archi-
pelapn, s around LG00O kilome
ters from Mogadishu
Abdirashid Thrahim, another
survivor, recalled how  some
survivors  had swollen ankles
and couldn’t walk after being
rescued. "On the baoat, we had

nowhere to sleep, no food, and
we were crammed together.
some people died from shock,
and others succumbed 1o starva-
tion,” he said,

Abdulkadir Buorgal, director
of the Africa Depariment at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who
was il the alrport to recelve the
survivors, todd journalists that
some of the people who helped
the migranis embark on the

dangerous  journey  had  been
arrested while others died in the
incicdent.

“Eight people invalved in the
trafficking of Somali migrants
have been arrested.” he said.

Marvan Yasin, the president’s
special ervoy for migration, said
the survivors were happy to be
home,

“They assured me they will
never take the same risk again®

'ROBBERY AT SEA

Somali
pirales
demand
ransom for
Chinese vessel

AFP Mogndshu

somall  pirates wha  higacked
3 Chinecse fishing boat have
demanded a ransom payment
for the wvessel amd its 1B crew
members, police and  local
ofTbcials said,

It was not 1Immediately clear
when the ship was taken hostage

by gunmen wielding AR-47

assanlt rifles but the ELs anti-
piracy force drew global atten-
tion to the incident on Thurscay

"The pirates are moving
the ship off the coast .. they
are looking for a safe haven”
Mohamed Dind, & police officer
im Evl, a traditional pirate
stronghold on Puntland’s east
e, saded,

The boat was hijjacked by

SPEEDREAD

All Warsame, a local elder
familliar with the case, said
a Somali company acting
on the boat's behalf had
offered to pay a $300,000
ransom. But the proposal
was declined by the pirates.

men who had been conirected
i provide “protection” before
later beimng reinforced by other
pirates, Dini saml. adding that
they had demanded payment
for its release.

All Warsame., a local elder
familiar with the case, sakd a
somall company acting on the
boat's behall had affered (o pay

g SIN000 rmnsom. Bual the

proposal was declined by the
pirates, Local fishermen said the
bt came close to Evl on Friday,
but the parates pushed back into
the sea out of fear of Puntland's
poast gards.

Bt “they cannod move deeper
wward the ocean  because
they are afraid of the loreign
military ships” sald fGsherman
Abdiraliman Sai«l,
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Indian Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh began a
three-day trip to Russia
on Sunday, as New

Delhi seeks to further

strengthen lts military
cooperation with Moscow,

Hissia is Indias bigpest crude ol
suppier and the mam source of
its military harchware, with their
bilateral ties spanning over Seven
dbecades.

Duiring his visit, Singh is set (o
commission the Indian Navy's
latest  warship, a multi-role
stealth pubded missile frigate INS
Tushil in Kaliningrad on Momday,
alongside the Chicf of the Naval
Siaff Adm. Dinesh K. Tripathi,
the Ministry of Defense said in a
sl el

He will also co-chair with his
Russian counterpart, Andrey
Belousow, a meeting of the India-
Hussia Inter-Governmental

STEALTHY HARDWARE

Indian defense
minister visits Russia to
strengthen military ties

[ndian minister will commission Russian-made warship for the Indian Navy

Commission on  Military  and
Military Technical Cooperation
ot Tuesday,

“The two keaders will review
the entire range of multi-faceted
relations beftween the two
countries in the field of defense,
inchuding militiry-to-military and
indusirtal cooperation. They will
alao exchange views on contem-
porary reglonal amd global issues
ol mratual interest,” the statement
reai.

singhs visii follows a series
of high-level meetings between
Prime Minister Marendrea Modi
ancl Russian President Vicdimir
Putin earlier this wear, which
includes their July meeting in
Mosc o,

Modi and Putin also met in
Fazan in October, on the sidelines
of the 2024 BRICS sumymit,

Putin is expected to visit India
early next year, acconding to
reports citing the Rrembin,

The Indian defense ministers
visit will “symbolize” how the

india s Dafonses Mnister
Rajnath Singh

India-Hussia partnership  has
continued at a tme *when other
states have turned against Russia "
particularly since  Moscow's
invasion of Ukraine, said Amitabh
singh, assoclate professor at the
Center for Russian and Central
Astan Studies at Jawahartal Nehru
UTniversity.

“This visit i In continuation
with the annual meeting that (the

defense ministers) have. This
bsecames all the more relevant in
the context of ongning conflict in
West Asia and Ukrane,” he todd
Arab News,

New Delli has abstained from
pubdicly cnticizmg Russia over
the Ukraint war and did nog
join the chorus of ntermational
sanctions slapped on Moscow,
despite pressure from Weslern
countries,

While Indin’s dependence on
Ruszian military hardware has
decreased over the years as it
diversified supply from  odlser
countries, Moscow still plays an
imporiant role for Indian defense
retsechks, Singh sand.

“Inchia has nod given uap on
Bussia despite the differences
and difficultics that the Russian
military supplies are [acing”
e accbecl, “We cannol stop oul
collaboration. We want to reduce
our dependence, but we can't
simply shrug off owr dependence

on Husska”

Wild
weather

A surfer rides

a wave at
Porthcawl,

solth Wales,

on Saturday, as
storm Darragh
brings winds of
nearly 90 mph
tor the west of
Wiales and north-
west England.
High winds and
heavy rain have
battered western
parts of the
United Kingdom. 5
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PEACEFULLY GONE

Palkistani elephant Sonia dies less than
[wo weeks afler reunion with sister

Malmat Khan Karacnl

Pakistani elephant Sonia died
al the Safari Park in Karachi
on Sunday morming, an olhceal
sakl, less than two weeks after
she was reunited with  her
gister Madhubala after a 15-vear
REprAliom,

Sisters Sonia, Malika, Noor
Jehan amd Madhubala were
caught in the wild in Tanzania
al a young age and brought

to Pakisian togcther in 20048

bui were soon separated, with
Noar Jehan and Madhubala

moved to the Karachl Zoo and
Malika and Sonia to the city's
Safari Park.

Noor Jehan died in April
2023 at age 17 after a prolonged
illness  caused by neglect,
leaving Madhubala alone at the
Zoo. After a 15-vear separation,
Madhubula waz shifted to the
Safari Park on Nov. 26 where she

wis reunited with Mahika and
sonia, who are estimated to he
between 17 and 19 vears old.
“Sonia, one of the three
elephants al Karachi's Safan
Park, passed away this morming.”
Amjad Zaidi, director of the
smafarl Park, told Arab News.
“There were oo healith Iss0es,
and she appeared to be in perfect
condition,.” he sabd.
Dr. Amir Ehalil,
the international animal welfare

ilirector of

organization Four Paws, said
a doctor from Lahore woubd
conduct an autopsy examina-
ton on Sonia at Safari Park on
Monday,

"Hascd on this post-mortem
report, it will be clear what
factors led to the unexpected
temil=e of Sonka” i, Khalil
told Arab News, highlizhting
that Sonia's last medical report
showet] she wag  deficient

in prodein,

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Key player
South horea's

ev-defense
minister arrested

Soarth Rorean President Yoon
Suk Yeol's former defense min-
fster was arrested on Sunday
over his alleged role in Yoor's
declaration of martial law last
week, prosecutons sid. Ex-De-
fense Minister Kim Yong-hyun
wis seen a5 4 central Agure in
the dehacle.

Yoon survived an impeach-
et vobe in the opposttion-led
parkiaiment late on Saturday,
prompied by Tuesday's shor-
lived attenpd to iImpose martial
law, but the leader of his owmn
party said the president would
cffectively be excluded from his
duties before eventually step-
ping doswn. Reuters

The Days
FIGURES

Baoeres Sl

Military activities
Taiwan reporits
Chinese arsenal
near the island

China sent 14 warships, seven
military aircraft and four bal-
looms near Talwan between
Saturchay and Sunday, ac-
cording to Tarwan's Defense
Minkstry, as Beljing ramps up
pressure on the island it claims
A% 1= WL

China's military activilies
come amid speculation Beijing
mdght organtze military drills
arotind the island in response
to Tanwanese Preswlent Laa
Ching-te's recenlt visit to Pacific
allies, mcluding 115 stops in
Hawall and Guam., China
claims Taiwan, a sell-mebed de-
mcracy of 23 million people,
a5 It owmn territory. AP

What Were Reading Today

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘Europe’s Alpine Flowers'

BOE GIBBONS
"Europe's Alpine Flowers” ars many spacles adapted to
covers the Alowering plants and  a harsh climate of extreme
oonifers that ocour ruEi.ﬂ.r.Iy' (o )| winter cold and :!:'I:n:lnE wands,

mountamns and in Arctic ancas
north of a line that nens from
the Pyrensas to
Southern Romania
For many
botanists—and
gardeners—the
alpine flora is the
best it gets. There

Carbon monoxide

Dozens suffer
poisoning at
Swiss campsite

More than twao dogen
peopled suffered from carbon
manaxide poisoning during

a chinner in a dome tent at a
campsile in central Swilzer-
land, police said on Sunday.

“According to initial
investigations, there was
an excessive accumulation
af carbon monoxide in the
tent over the course of the
evening, causing a mumbser of
people o suffer from carbon
maonodde poisoning,” the
pofice said.

“Twenty-six people
were hurt in the incident,
with I7 people having Lo be
hospitalized.” First responid-
ers and rescue workers were
deploved to the scene. AFP

inchuding some of our most
beautiful rock plants, such as

—— Eentians, saxifrages,
m % | anderocusss.

' Thasa also includs

subthe and rare
flowers that require
pare to disocover and
chemtify,

Kidnapping girl

Around 300
lynch 3 men

in Mexico

Thres men accused of
kidnappinge and robbing a
eir]l were bymched by 3 crowd
in central Mexico on Saturday,
local authorities sakdl.

Lynchings have increased
in Mexioo in recent years,
with experts saying the
percepdion of imjuinity lesds
communities to take justice
into their o hands.

The tric were killed
om Salurday aftermoon in
San Juan Amecac, 68 kilome-
ters southeast of the capital
Mexion Clty, a local povern-
ment statement s Some
300 people participated in
the lynching — hanging and
beating the men until they
were dead. AFP

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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Setting the seal on a year of Saudi-UR partnership

his has been some year

for the historie relation
ship betwoeen Sandi Arabia
and the UK, bookended

by tws landmark evenis

In May, we saw the largest
R outward-bound trade mission in a
checade head to Rivadh, Great Futures saw
250 sendor British business representa-
tives, representing a range of sectors, from
health, education and tourism to clean en-
ergy, technology and investment, celebrate
exising links and [orge new oes. And

the year will have a hnal seal set on it thas
weck, as it concludes with the state visik of
'R Prime Minister Reir Starmer.

His visit comes at & critleal time for the
resion, as Syria reignites and Gaza awaits
the Trump presidency, among other
matiers, But Starmer will seant to ensure the
hilateral relationship takes prominence,

Saudi Arabia and the UR demonstrate
such a dynamic parinership, woven
into the history of the wider region,
but containing specific contemporary

@ i
While new
pariners will
always be soughit,
those who know
Britain best are
the mosi likely
to recognize the
new opporiunities
that are arising

R B RN

et

L]

B il il |

rance is facing an existential
challenge to s relationship
sl b= former coloaies in Al
rici, as its poditical and malitary
mfluence continwes o wane.
Beew Sencalese Presidenit
Bassirou Dionmaye Faye announoed Last
manth that France would be forced (o closs
it= military bases in Senegal, stating that
their presence conflicts with the country’s
sovercignty. At the same time, Chad issued
a sudlden statement terminating its defens:
cooperation agreement with France, while
demanding the withdrawal of French
forces from their N Damena hase,
'I"I:ll"-.-l'1I|".'|‘|-::-]|I:r|:'||.I:-. e et af a gerdies
ol sucoessive withdraswals that began with
hali, Burkina Faso and Niger in 2022,
when public and governmental demands
[or the expulsion of French troops
escialated, sometimes even to the podnt of
severing dipfomatec Des, as seefl 10 Nyper,
France's relationship with Africa dates
hack to the 17th century, when it estal-
lished (Ls first trading posts in Senegal,

ambitions for cach other, Starmer has
made no secret that the primary aim and
drive of his government is growth and he
hias already shown a willingness to take
toueh decisions at home, making difficult
chodces to fulfill his determination. UK
growth will depend on expanding trade
and investment and, whike new partners
will always be soughl, those who Eniow

Britain best are the most likely to recognize

the new opportunities that are arising. The
PACs visit will beth refresh those exiating
Phe=s amwcl, T heljeve, PO new ofes o Ui
back of Great Fulures,

Crar relationship works For both
oountnes, Between 2017 and 20235, mone
than $21 billion of investment came (o
the: LR from Saudi Arakia, at a time when
Britain was the third-largest source of
forelgn direct mvestent the other way,
Annual bilateral tracks now stands at £17
balhon (521 billsonk, up from £12 billion in
2018, and things arc moving fast.

I woulkd expect the prime minister
to confinue the progress on the

3
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long-sought-after free trade agreement
throughout the Gulf Cooperation Council,
which the UK government calculates as
being worth a boost of perhaps £8 hdllion

fo trade. T also expect a lot of interest in the
technology imdustnes and businesses of the
future, with UK compandes alresdy heavily
invadved in Nearm and related opporton-
ties. Nor will the people-to-people ties be
neglected as, from tounsm to education,

many thousands travel each way every vear,

Siarmer's vislt comes at a critieal time,
ol arily for the region and the world's
econamic prospects, bat also in terms of
dizcussing the fwo countries' commaoan
interest in ending conflict and bnnging
stabdlity to a region currently devastated
by war. The intelligence and security links
between the UR and Saodi Arabia remain
a rore element of the trust and confidence
bBelween the tawo stales. | siispect that,
althomgh a belief is held in London that
the destiny of the Middle East is now being
shaped rather more by the region's own
states than by external powers, there is an

Irance’s changing role in Africa

By the 20th century, French ambiticons
had evolved into full-scabe coloniza-
thomn. Although the colonial era formally
cnded in the 1960s%, France maintained its
dominance through economic and military
palicies, the exploitation of resources
and the tving of African currencies to the
French franc, Yel, this once seemingh
unshakable influence has steadily eroded
over recent decades

This decline stems from several factors.
First, the emergence of global competitors
like China, Russia and Turkive, which offer
economic partnerships without the strings
that often come attached to French agree-
rreniis. Secorsd, the rising cost of French
military imferventions al a ttme when France
15 grappling with cconomic crises and
gocial unrest. Third, a new generation of
African leaders and grassroots movements
that repect traditional allkances and demand
prealer national soveregmty and imndegsen-
denoe from fommer colonial powers,

The French military presence in Africa,
ofce a symibeel of mfluence, has now

OR. ABDELLATIF EL-MENAWY
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become a source of contention. Operation
serval, lunched by France in Maki [n 2013,
marked a clear turming point., Tnitiated
to combat armeed groups in the north of
the country, the operation was carmied
ouf with insufficient coordination with
the Malian army or consideration of the
country s political and socil dynamics,

When Emmanuel Macron assumed the
presidency in 207, he sought to reframe
Framce's relationship with Alvica, Macron
visited Mali, advocating for a "new
approach® based on parinership.

The rise of anti-French sentiment in
Africa is nod a passing phenomenon, bt
rather reflects a fundamental change in

the balance of power, Alricans increasingly

view France as a symbol of neocolomal
exploitation rather than a pariner.

In response to this mounting rejpec-
tion, France has launched a new strategy
to reevaluate its military and political
presemnce in Africa, with greater emphasis
on development akd. However, these
measures have nol been enough to hall the

Immense determination to share expeortisc
and support at the tables where decisions
mist b taken and reassure friends that
barrdens will continue to be shared by a UK
whose interest will never wane.

The UR knows that the new Middle East,
A% seen In Viston 2000 in Sauci Arabia aned
similar prospectuses elsewhere, cannod
Afford regional conflict as its backdrop, as
people need the opportunities in life that
only stability can provide.

Relationships are tested over time and at
times of significance. This is such a tme
The abality that Sauds Ariabia has shown
in recent times to drive change on a major
scabe, look beyond its historical resources
and create a new utore s buill on taking
others with it and convineing them that
the enmities of the past should be resolved,
overcoane and pul aside in the same
paanmer as old technologies and ndustries.
Thi= visit shouwlkd allow the UR, from its
political leadership to those bullding the
economy of the future, to be seen as a key
partmer in that endeavaor.

&8
A new generation
of African leaders
has become

increasingly
bold in seeking

more diverse
parinerships

decline in relations,

A mew generation of African leaders and
rrraerools movemenis, borm in Use slcT-
loguial era, has become mcreasingly bobd in
rejecting traditional alliances with France and
geeking more diverse partnerships. Social
rveclin has amplified these vobees, making it
diMicult for Pars to fgnore thelr demands oo
reimpose (ks radifional dominanoce,

While Macron has promised that *the
era of Francafrique is over,” the decline in
French influence is ted to deeper structural
=mues. Despile ongoing efforts to repair
relations and redirect foreign policy, it
Appears that Pares is coming to terms with
the et that the age of s uncon bested
dominance in Alnca has passed and if muast
mstead adapt to a new reality shaped by
miliilateralism and equitablc parinerships.

France seems to be losing its foothold in
Africa faster than it anticipated, As geopo-
ltical translormations contimue (o reshape
the continent, the question remains: can

warls adapt (o these new dynamics or is the
era of Francafngue truly over?®
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Trump has strong mandate for immigration reforms

mmigration took center stage in

Donald Trump's 2024 presidential

campsiizn, solidifying s role as a

defining issue In his political narr-

tive, While the border wall symbof-

imed] his immigration stance in 2006,
his current platform represents a strtegic
pivid, emphasizing robast interior enforce-
meent and sweeping deportation palicles,
This shift, bolstered by discussions among
his advisers and key stakeholders, high-
lights a detailed visson for

immechiate and largme-scale

e

addministration aims to signal a renewed
commitment o curbing unauthorized
migration and addressing what it perceives
as loophaoles in the existing sy=stem.
According 1o several mesdia outlets,
the plan mvodves an executive order
mandating the detention of migranis,
effectively eliminating the practice of
releasing individuals pending their
immigration hearings. Historically, such
releases have been a pragmatic response to
limited federal deten-

lion resources, Tromp's

immigration reforms. plan seeks 1o challenge

i hds first day in office, thi= norm by prioritizing
PFresident-elect Tramyp has With ts PU“EF detention at scale, paving
vowed (o reinstate many plan, the new the way for an ambitious
of the: strict border ancd administration aims deportation ramewark,
e toslgnalaremowed _I=eimiecoa
Enduirgﬂwmeasmea - commitment to undocumented
introsluced under Presi- mrlltll!ll“ﬂlllhﬂl'l?fd immigranis currenily
dent Joe m:ﬂ.:' o IIII:.I!.'I‘HIZIIJII m;um ﬂi:Eth:'_-.J‘ILLc:'

Among these priori- ni-elect 111 YVance
Hes ks the swift removal feas proposed a plan

of undocumented immigrants who have
coanmitied crimes within the US, This
initiative signals an uncompromising
stamce aimed at reshaping the country’s
approach to immigration enforcemment andd
prioritizing what he views as the restora-
tion of law and order.,

These inttiatives collectively mark a
return to a more aggressive approach
o immigration control, which mirmors
the hallmark strategies of Trump's first
term. With these policics, the new

under which as many as 1 millan incivid-
uals could (ace deportation anmually,
signaling a potential shift toward intensi-
fred immigration enforcement.

Supporters argue that this policy
wiorld deter unauthorzed crossings and
strengthen border security, However, critics
warn that it could overwhelm detention
facilities, exacerbate humanitarian criscs
and infringe on the rights of asyvium seekers.
The logzistics of implementing such a plan
on a national scale also present signiflcant

DALIA AL-AGQIDI
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challenges, including resource allocation,
legal hurdles and international diplomacy.
The new policies would introduce
siricter measures, such as expanded
background checks, prolonged adminis-
trative processing times and a higher rate
of viza denials. Reguiring biometrics for
dependents, mandating more interviews
ardd operating with reduced staffing levels
could further slow the already lengthy

administration sought (o raise the reguired
galaries for visa holders and green card appli-
cants. Certain professions, such as computer
programmers, were excluded from the
“specially oocupations” classification,

The proposed policies have sparsed
intense debate, highlighting the complexity
andd emotional weight of immidgration reform.
mevertheless, it is essential to emphasize that
Congress will hold sigmiticant authority in

adjudicalion processes, shaping any proposed large-scale deporta-
Unicher the Bicen admin- tian efTorts, lisdecisions
istration, immigrant visas — = om whether Lo approve
for people with cxoep- & or deny funding will be
tional skills or whose work crucial in determining
The proposed i
benefts the US became thee feasibility of such
mare popular, especially policies have initiatives. Furthermone,
for professionals in areas sparked intense Congress is positioned as
like artthoial intelipence debhate wmtg a vilid safeguard, ensuring
and emerging technolo: ! accouniabidity if the new
mies, nmrgemui rules for the complexity and mmmmuTnmm to
these visas may nod change, emotional “PIEht of  reallocate funds from other
a secomnd Trump adminis: Immigration reform  federal programs o finance
tratiom might take a stricter deportations withoast
view of what counts s explicit approval,

“mational interest” ar “benefiting the 15"
making it harder for some to qualify,
During the first Trump administration,
empovers seeking H-1B visas — a tempo-
rary nonimmidgrant visa enabling foreign
professionals o work in the US in special-
ized fields — lced heightened scrutiny as
the povernment significantly increased the
issuance of so-called requests for evidence,
These requests questioned entry-level
wages, creating ohstacles for businesscs
hiring international workers, Meanwhile, the

The growing concern over the large
flow of undocumented immigrants into
cities across the TS has amplified the need
for these measures. More than 77 million
Amertcans vobed for Trumyp, signaling
widespread suppon for stricter immigra-
tion poldicies aimed at addressing these
challenges. This strong backing from the
clectorate highlighis the urgency many
citizens feel absout restoring order at the
border and managing the impact of illegal
mmigration on their communities.

Communities should be at the heart of climate action

he Arab world faces a
climate emergency, unlike
any other region, due to
its unique topography and
climate nuances. Whike
governments have strived
to introduce large-scale policies (o tackle a
wide range of chimate 1ssues — such as water
scarcity, food insecurity, energy efficiency
and environmental conservation — to date,
reglonal efforts are yed 1o harmess the col-

and recyele. Crucially, it was led through

community engagement in waste reduoc-

ton, recveling and composting.
Policvmakers can engage local commmauni-

SARA AL-MULLA

usage in houschobds or offices. Such grass-

roods initiatives, supported by mobust policy
and regulatory frameworks, empower local
commurnities to adopt sagacious energy and

ties in the climate conversation in several
critical vet creative ways. They possess
niuanced insights and knowledge that could
be beneficial for designing solutions that

are grounded in the practical realities of the
environments in which they live. By spurring
hiomegrosm, grassrots Inhovations that are

water conservation habits and decigions,

contributing to sustainability elforts,
Other possible policy solutions include

empowering communities to collectively

MANAEC CNerEyY resources, thus reducing
reliance on fossil fuels, A successiul

example of this is the 11S-hased cooperative

of peotourism, ked by small businesses amd
incividuals that are adeptly combining
environmental conservation wath economic
benefits. Successful veniures include com:
nity-run ledees in nature areas, puided nature
toars and coral reel conservation programs,
Governments can further amplify grass-
roots efforts through targeted support
and fostering partnerships with strategic
nonprofit organizations, as seen in many
public-private environmental projects,

lective power of grassrools - practical, lessons learmed Solar United Neighbors, O case study s the
communities to achieve _‘ contld be replicated in other which has enabled aboat “ “Connect with Nature™
climate action targets. similar contexts around the &,000 families to adopi initiative founded by the
Thee issue of climate Policymakers world. Crucially, a wider solar energy through seeessil mm;ﬂm Environment Agency —
change J’!I-E.E energlzed Cal enginge local IWATCTICSS o the iFup-r Fﬂﬂpl::!ﬂl‘.i":-‘t purchasing. showease the power Abu Elhal:ri and Emirates
communities across the tance of climate-friendly installing more than Mature-WWFE. Launched
world that have heen communitiesinthe oo 49,000 kilowatts of solar ofcollective action ;500 1he initiative has
especially Impacted climate conversation .y preseryving natural power, Such solar coopera- when it comes to engaged more than 14,000
by {1s effects, inspiring in several eriticeal resoLrees can also Hves lower costs and badld H[Iﬂpﬂllﬁ]‘i‘rllﬂﬂlhli' yvouths through 250 events
confidence in their roles ways ETCCHITREE Cofmmumities communily resihience, : It features a numbser of
and welkcoming modiliza- el creative to adopd more sustainable showeasing the power of Encry lli]lllllt!l- programs, such as expert-
ton from government practices. collective action when led excursions, leader-

resourees, For instance, the local cotmm-
nity in Kamikatsu in Japan exemplifics
effective grassroots influence with its
pioneering zero-waste pollcles. Kamikatsu,
which declared itsell to be "zero waste” in
2003, achieved an 80 percent recycling
rate in 2021, far surpassing Japan's
national average of 20 percent. It did this
by promoting “the 388" — reduce, reuse
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Aany countries recognize the importance
of engaging local communities, demon-
sirating their willingness to think holisti-
cally about the issae of climate action,
Energy eMiciency programs, for instance,
aim to educate local populations about
the many options available for energy-
saving, such as the use of LED lishting or
automatic light sensors (o reduce power
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it comes to adopting renewable energy
options.

Equally important is water conservation,
particilarty in the Middle East, which is
knwn For its water siress. In this context,
community-ked programs can emcourage
farmers to adopt water-efficient omigation
systems, such as drip irmrigation, o reduce
waste, Another emerging focus area is that
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ship training for youlth ambassadors and
representation at global forums, incleding
the COFIR climaie change conference and
the Food for Future Sumit.

By empowering local commuities 1o
foster a shared responsibility for achieving
climate goals, governments can sigmificantly
agrceleraie the progress toward sustainability
targets over the coming decacdes.
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Char projects improve restoralion activities
and monitor biodiversity and carhon
sequestration across Saudi ecosvsiems,

Frof. Fernando Masstre
MALPST fiasidTy svvanibu
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SUSTAINABILITY

KRAUST at the forefront of
ingdoms green revolution

Translating research into practical innovations, directly aligning with Vision 2030

Madin Hoassan R yadh

With a vision that merges
Innovative research and
practical solutions, King
Abdullah University of
sScience and Technology
is shaping the future of
Saudl Arabla by tackling
sustainability challenges
and driving economic

innovation,

Spraking to Arab News on the
sidelines of UN Convention to
Combat  Desertification  COPIE
in Rivadh, Sir Edward Byme,
president of KAUST, empha-
sized the undversity’s critleal
rale in achieving the Ringdom™
ambitions goals,

“RAUST has two major contn-
butions to make: briliant science
b validate the principles and the
ehirecthon forwand, and technology
impdementation o enable the
Jourmey,” he sadd.

RAUSTS Accelerating Impact
Strategy focuses on transkating
rescarch mto practical mnova-
tions, directly aligninge with Vision
2000,

The universty's initlatives are

aidressing pressng  environ-
mental challenges, [oseringe
coonomic  development,  and

positioning BAUST as a global
resasieh leader,

"We  have several  hundred
progects  currently  geared o
the envirommental needs of the
Kingdom,” Byrne saicd,

RAUST 1= spearheading inmova-
tions in agriculiure, energy, and
water management, sectors vital
to Saudi Arabias future,

The universitys Center  for
Sustainable Food Procduction is
developing  salt-resistant  crops
and advanced soil technobosies to
efthance divland Barming.

“Our researchers are making
better =nil that holds water,
enabling efficlent farmung with
minimal resources” Byrne said.

In energy. RAUST 15 plonseering
clean energy  generation  and
batiery storage sodutions.

“We've slgmed o memorandum
ol crvogenic carbon capture with
the Mimstry of Enerey, showing
how we can safely store carbon
while transitioning o a diverse
energy mix,” Byrne said.

These mnovations are not years
away bat are being developed and
impdemented now,  benefiting
both the Kingdom and the ghobal
oMy,

Water sustainabifity 1= another
priority. KAUST is  exploring
methiods to reduce the energy cost
of chesalination by wp 1o 90 percent,
“Generating water s incredibly
encrgy-intensive,” Byrme saud.

He added: "We're looking at
ways o miake il far more efficient,

BALST ia spearbhending innovaticns
in mgricutture, enengy, and wates

management, sectors vital to
Snudl Arabia's future. =~

which is crucial for the Ringoom's
sirstaimability goals.”

Collaboration
Prod. Samd A-Ghamedi, a leading
exper! in environmental mmpact
research at KAUST, highlizhted
the importance of collaboration.

“Addressing sustainability and
environmental BEswes  requires
partnerships,” Al-Ghameli sabd,

He added “We work with
ministries, companies ke NEOM,
and stakelolders o ensure our
research translales info acthon-
able solutions”

Al-GGhamadi  siressed RAUSTS
role in bridging the gap between
sclence s implementa-
fon  =latmg "We dom't just
create  academie  papers. We
develop solutions that can be
appdied locally, nationally, and
internatiomally.”

For example, BRAUST s
wivancing the Red Sea research
agenida,  previously  underex-
plored, to tackle global challenges
related to encrgy, waler, and food
sCCUTity.

Through  startups  and
innovations, the univer-
sily is driving real-workd
applications  of ks
research.

"We'ne  transforming

lab research into market-resdy

sclutbons,  addressing |ssues

like climate and environmental
stistainability,” Al-Grhamdh sapd.

Sustainability

Prof. Matthew MoCabe 15 at the
forefront of RAUST s Earth Obser-
vationn Dashboard, a tool that
moliors land degradation and
restoration in real time.

"W are looking for planetary
viarighles that we can turn data
into actionable miellizence. And
thats going to be of nse for things
lidoe thee St Green Initlative and
the African Forest Hestoration

L L
We have several hundred
projects currently geared

to the environmental
needs of the Kingdom.

Fir Eclwiard Byrna
KALIST proscksy

Praject,” MceCabhse said.
The  dashboard — provides
independent  veribcation ol

restoration efforts, a critical necd
as global agreements like the
Kunming-Montreal Protocol call
for restornng 30 percent of Land
b 2000,

“You will be aware that in COP
theres a number of targets and
policies that have been signed
by representative counfrnes. The
Runming-Montreal Protocol, for
instance, calls for the restoration
o 30 percent of land by 20007
McCabwe said.

He continued: “Their targetis
and siEnanires on pages, What
wie actually need s independent
veritiication that these activi-
tics and actions are actually
happening. The beauwty of
having a platform In space is
that it can =ee evervithing. It sees
everywhere, Theres no country
that its not passing over al some
point in ime.”

MoCabe  underscored  the
cconomic benefits of restoring
ecosystems noding: "1 think
having a healthy enviromment is
the centerplece of a prospenous
economy. Full stop, so certainly
theres going to be a huge explo-
sbom in green jobs”

The platform's capabilities
externd bevomd Saudi Aralia,
“We're using lesons eamed
here (o support large-scale
pragects like Africa’s AFALOD,

which aims to restore 100

HIGHLIGHTS

& KAUST is developing
salt-resistant crops and
aoll technologles to Improve

dryland farming.

& The university s pioneering
clean energy solutions,

including eryogenks carbon
capture and battery storage.

® KAUST is working on
raducing desalination anargy

costs by up to 30 percent.

rmilllion hectares”™ MeCabe stated.

Land degradation

In another mierview with Arab
News, Prof. Fermando Maestre's
work focused on land conser-
vation  through SAITDINet, a
network dedicated (o sustainakble
band management, stresscd that
land is fundamental for achieving
sustainability,

“Our projects improve resto-
ration activities and monitor
biodiversity and carbon seques-
tration across Saudi ecosysiems.”
Maestre sald,

Ume critical gap Maestie's team
is addressing is the lack of data on
goll organic carkson in arid regions.

“There 15 a lack of data from
Samdi Arabia, for instance, and
for many other arid and hyperac-
tive regions. One of the Key objec-
fives of our research program

is to coniribute to fll this =ap,
providing reliable data obtaining
and  standardize manner across
major Saudi ecosyvstems on sodl
carbon” he saded

Maestre added: “Another key
component for research 1= to
provide the ground data that are
needed to validate remote sensins
approaches that are currently
betng used (o monitor biodiver-
sity and to charactenze vegetation
productivity, o achieving land
degradation neutrality”

By combining advanced satel-
lite technology with ground data,
Maestres research supports both
kool and glohal sustainahility
elTors.

“Collaboration 15 key  lo
adkidressing plobal challenges. By
working with over 200 scicntists
fromy 25 countries, we hring a
glohal perspective to local ssues”
e auckchesd,

since s founding 15 vears ago,
BAUST has established ttsell as a
glohal research powerhouse.

"RAUST 15 only 15 years odd; in
an incredibly short period of time,
it"s recognized globally as one of
the worlds truly great research
universities that draws  incred-
thle engincenng and scentifc
talent into the kingdom, and that's
happening in an ongoing way,”
By salkel.

RAUST groundbreaking
contributions are already trans-
forming Sawdi Arabia’s view on
global science,
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Saudi Arabia’s non-oil sector

posts 4.8% growth in Q3

Ringdom’s real gross domestic product grew by 2.8 percent vear on year in the third quarter

Mirmal Narayanan R yadh

Saudl Arabla’s mon-odl
activities expanded by 4.5
percent year on vear In

Lthe third quarter of 2024,
eled by growth in the
wholesale and retall trade,
and restanrant and hotel
seclors, official data showed.

According o the General
Authority for Statistics, whole-
sale and retail trade, along with
restaurant and hotel activities,
erew by 5.8 percent in Uhe third
guarter compared (o the same
period in 2023,

Additionally, activities in
the fAnancial, insurance, and
sl ness
recorded a 5.7 percent increase
viear on yodar during the same
period.

Balstering the non-oll sector
is essential for Sandi Arabia as it
pursues cconomic diversifica-
tiom in Hne with the ohjectives
ol Yielom 20000,

Last month, speaking at the
World Investmenit Confer-
ence, saudi Arabia’s Minister of
Economy and Planning Faisal
AlThrahim noted that nop-oil
activities now contrbute 52
percent to the Kingdom's gross
domestic product,

The latest GASTAT report also
highlighted that constroction
activities rose by 4.6 percent
in the third gquarter, while the
fransport, storage, andl commu-
nicition zector expanded by
£5 percent during the same
period.

STV MO L e L

.

S
—

h

Ay

In quarter-on-guarter terms,
non-od]l activities grew hy 0.7
percent in the third quarter

The report added that Sauda
Arabia's real gross domestic
product grew by 18 percent
vear on vear in the third
gquarter. Quarter on quarter,
the GDF rose by 0.7 percent,

At current prices, the
Ringdom™s GDP reached SR
trillion (8270 ballion) during the
period, according to GASTAT.
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“Crivde odl and natural gas
activities achieved the highest
contribution o the GDP at 22.8
percent, followed by povern-
ment activities at 16,1 percent,
aml wholesale and retail trade,
restaurants, and hotels activi-
thes with a contribution of 0.1
percent,” said GASTAT.

Governmeni  activiiies
d A1 percent Year-on-vear
growth in the third guarter,
though they contracted by

=AW

Saud! Arabla‘s
SCOnRombe
diversiflcation
~ Inltiatlves
under Vislon

2030 are

incraasingly

reflected In

the rebust

performance

aT non-ell

aactars,

Rautars s Flig

FASTFACTS

® At current prices, the
Hinﬂdnm'l GDP reachead SR1

trilion [$270 billion) in Q3.

@ Activities im the financial,
neurance, and business
adrvices sectors reconded
a 5.7 percent increase
YCRr on year,

(.4 percent compared to the
ey TIE CRUELE RET,

Satdi  Arabias oil activi-
ties grew modestly, rising 0.5
poreent year on vear in the
third quarter and 1.2 perceni

compared 1o the previous
quarter.

Meanwhile, EOVErTIIETI
final consumption expendl-

ture increased by 6.2 percent
vear on year but declined by 1.8
peroent quarter on guarter.

Gross fixed capital formation
— ameasure of investment [n the
economy — rose by 4.5 percent
veidr on vear in the third guarter
e O, 5F preerce il 4'-|:-r|!|;:-.:|l'¢'|.|5 {1y
PreV LS quiarier

saudi Arabia’s  economic
diversification initiatives
umder Vision 2030 are increas-
ingly reflected in the robusi
performance of non-oll sectors,
positioning the Ringdom for
susiainable long-term growth.

Mohammead Al-Kinanl Jeadab

Sanchi Arabia has launched a
competitive  hidding process
[for 22 gravel and sand quarry
sites 10 ensure a steady domestc
supply of essential matenals to
support the country’s expanding
consiruction secton,

The Ministry of Industry and
Mineral Resources announoed
on Sunday that the sites are
located in the Easterm Provincee
and the Tabuk region,

The ministry stated that 10
of these sites are located in the
Eastern Province, including five
gravel lkeenses at the Al-Masnah
Crishers Complex northeast of
Hafar Al-Eatin and bve ordinary
sand licen=cs at the Northwest
Salwa Complex. Additionally, 12
eravel lkeenses are avadlable at
the South Wadh Amg Compeex,
situated southeast of Hagl in the
Tahuk reghon.

This imiative 1= part of Sawd

MINING SECTOR

KRSA opens 22 gravel,
quarry sites for bidding

This inltiative |= part of Saudi

Arabia's bronder plan ta
develop Its mining sector. F 1o

Arabia's broader plan to develop
its miming scctor into a third
pillar of its indusirial base, along:
side oil and petrochemicals.

The Ringdom 5 home to
mare than 5300 mineral sites,
estimated to he worth approxi-
of L 131535

miately iril o

irillion), amd the Ministry of

Industry and Mineral Resources
is focused on tapping into these

respurces to drive econatmic
prowih.

To this end, the povernment
has launched the Accelerated
Exploration FProgram to effec-
tively harmess the Ringdom's
mineral  wealth
the development of the mining
inddustry, This inifsative aligns
with Sadi Visdon 2030 and the
Mational Industrial Development

anel  suppsert

Sdll

and Logistics Program.

Applications for the quarnmy site
licenses will e accepied from
Dec, 10-19. Interested  investors
can visit the “Taadeen” platform
for more detals,

The competition will unfold in
fourr stages: mecting qualification
requdremenis, announcing quali-
b competitors, bldding on the
sites, and revealing the winning
hidkders. This prooess is designed
0 ensure  Irnsparency  and
upiald high standarcks  within
the mining sector's investment
environinent.

Last month, the ministry
awarded 11 mining explora-
tion permits to local and mler-
national companies for  six
exploration sites. These sites,
covering a total area of B540 sq.
ks i Rivacth, Maklal, and Asir,
were granted through a compet-
itive licensing process aimed at
COUnIry's

strengthening the

mineral sector,

STOCKS

Saudi main index
edges up to

close at 11,955

Ream Walld =iyaom

Sanchl Arabias Tadswul Al Share
Inddex posted a modest gain on
Sunday, rising 2339 points, or 020
peeree ik, o close at 11595524,

The benchmark index saw a
total trading turmover of SH4.58
bl Ehamn §50,22 biillicwn), with 158 stocks
ackvancing and 70 declining

Meamwhike, the Ringolom’s Nomau
miarket akso saw positive movenend,
rising 31347 points, or LO1 percend,
to close al 31.215.27, Of the &7 stocks
isled on Nomu, 58 posted gams,
while 20 experenced bosses. The
MSCT Tadawul Index increased by
247 poalnds, or 07 percent, closing
il LAGTAL The best-performing
stock of the day was Al-Baha Invest:
ment and Development Co., which
gaw s share price surge by 10
percent, closing al SAR 0,35,

Caher molable gaabers inclocesd
MBC Group, whose shares rose by
A percent o SRST.50, and Saudi
Chemcal Co, which =aw a 4.9

percent increase to SKIDZRE

On the downside, Dr. Soliman
Abdel Kader Fakeeh Hospital Co
recoiched the larpest dvop, falling
A8 peroend o SRAR20. National
Co. for Leaming and Education
also saw its stock price decline by
467 peroent, closing at SR
Bawan Co. saow a 2.92 percent dyop,

HIGHLIGHT

The beanchmark index saw

a total trading turnover of
SR4.58 billion ($1.22 billion),
with 158 stocks advancing
and 70 declining.

criding the sessson at SH48.15

U the annoumcements front, the
sauch Exchange announced that §
will Begin bsting and trasding shares
of Jahez International Co Jor Indor-
mation System Technology on the
main market starting next Tuesday,
following its tramsier from Nomau
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Asseis Debt market

China’s November  Eurozone bond
FXreservesrise | vields dip after
unexpectedly US jobs data

Egypt's riso from 63rd place In 2015 I.l1|:|IFI-I.'.-lI:IlI'II‘H1-I natlon's commitment to establishing tself as a global adr transport hub. Fl=

Miguel Hadchity [y

Egypl’s aviation sector
has risen 36 positions

in the Alr Transport
Infrastructure Index,
reaching 27th place
globally in 2024,
highlighting significant
progress in the indostry.

A report from the Cabinet’s
Media Center emphasizes that
the country’s nse from &63rd
place in 2015 underscores the
nations commiiment o esiaks-
lishing itself as a global air
tramsport hieb and improving its
aviation infrastmecture.

The analysis, released on Dec.
7. International Civil Aviation
Py, stated thal Epvpls Civil
Aviatron Mimstry had earmarked
313 hillion Egyplian pounds
(26267 million) for projects
o enhance  airport  facilities,

INFRASTRUGTURE

Leypt rises in aviation
index with $626m boos

Reforms position Egypt to lead in global air transport connectivity

maclerniee mavigation syslems,
and strengthen safely measores,
with completion targeted by
Juinee 2027,

"The Egypuan state is
commitied to enhancing  the
gir transport systemn, a  vital
secior that supporis the national

ecopomy,” the Cabinet said in a
statement.

The report highlizhted
iImprovemenis i Egvpt's

aviation =ector. In the Alr
Transporl Services  Efliciency
Index, Egypt rose to 23rd in
2024, compared to 401h in 20018,
Similarly, the country advanced
o 3st in the Airport Connec-
tvity Index in 2024, up from
38th in 2018,

since 200, Egvpt  has
|||r|_-|':':|.*-.-|'-e:| ix  AFPHEr |'.-'|!1=-||'il,'_|'
by 285 peroent, accommo-
dating &6.2 million passengers
in 20ZE up from 5L5 million
The addition of four new traved

HIGHLIGHTS

® Egypt's Civil Aviation
Ministry has earmarked
31.2 billion Egyptian pounds
($626.7 milllon) for projects
almed at enhancing airport
facilities, modernizing
navigation systems, and
strengthening safety
measures with complation
targeted by June 2027.

® Since 2014, Egypt has
increasad its alrport

capacity by 28.5 parcant,
accommodating 668.2 million
passengers in 2023, up
from 81.8 million,

facilitbes has further bolstered
this growth.

sSphink International Anpor
has a capacity of 900 passcn-
gers per hour, while Berenice
International Alrpart can handle

0 passengers per hour. Both
Bardawil and Capital Interna-
fional Airports accommodate
00 passengers per hour,

several key projects  are
transforming  Egyvplt's aviabion
landscape. At Cairo International
Adrport, the bagegage handling
capacity was increased [rom
4 8000 to 12,000 bags per hour,

Borg El Amb Airport saw
the opening of a new terminal,
expanding its capacity fom 1.2
milion o 6 million pasengers
annually, Sharm El Sheitkkh Amrports
capacity was also increased (o 10
milkion passengers anmually

Addittonally, madar systems
now cover 53 percent of Egypt's
airspace, with investments
totaling €206.8 million.

Az i:..||‘.| ool 1% =i rale gy 1 hods
operational efficency, Egvpl
bezan transferring the manage-
ment of its airpors to the private
sector in March,

ENERGY

Aramco culs

January oil
prices

Jor Asian
buyers

Arab Mews ol

Saudi Aramco has redoced its
January 2025 pricing for Arab
Light crude odl for Astan buyers,
according (o the latest price list
released by the state-owned odl
Elant, The official selling price
for Arab Light crude was cul by

50 cenls, bringing it po 30,50
per barrel above the regional
henchmark.

Similarly, the O5Ps for Arab
Exira Light and Super Lizht
prackes were
60 cents per barrel and VO
cents per barrel respectively
for January, while the O5Ps for
Arab Medium and Heavy grades
saw culs of Y0 cents per barrel.

For Morth America, Aramco
set the January OSSP for its
Mlagship Arab Light crude at
53,80 per barrel above the Argus
Sour Crude Index, according to
an official statement.

Aramco produces five grades
of crde ol Super Light, Arab

als=o reduced by

Light, Arabh Extra Laghl, Arab
hMedium, and Arab Heavy,
These grades are distin-

mished by their density; Super

FASTFACTS

® The price for Arab Light
erude was cut by B0 cents,
bringing it to $0.90 per barrel
above the regional benchmark.

® The OSPs for Arab Extra
Light and Super Light grades
were also reduced by 60 cents
per barrel and T0 cents per
barrel respectively.

#® For North America, Ammaoao
set the January OBP for its
flagship Arab Light crude at
$2.80 per barrel above the
Argus Sour Crude Index.

Light has a density of more
than 40, Amb Extra Light
ranges between 36 and 40, Arab
Light between 32 and 36, Arab
Mediom between 20 and 32

and Arab Heavy hag a density of

iess than 29,

The global oil market has
hl_'l‘ll I:I]II_III'T PressEne |'|:| recenl
clayvs. For the week, Brent was
on track to fall by more than
2 percent, while West Texas
Intermediate was on course far
a roughly 1 percent drop,

Last week, the Organization
of the Petroleum Exportng
Couniries and its allies, a group
known as OFEC+, pushed back
the start of ofl owtput rises by
three months until April and
extended the full unwinding
of cunts by a vear untll the end

o 2026,

China’s foreign exchange
reserves iIncreased in No-
vember, official data showed
on Saturday, defving market
expectations of a decline.

The country’s loreign
exchange reserves — the
world's largest — grew by 55
billicn last month to 33,266
trillion, above a Reuters
lorecast of 535,25 trillion and
up from $3.261 trilhon in
October.

The vuan weakened LH
percent against the dollar in
Novembser, while the dollar
last month rose 1.8 percent
against a basket of other ma-

JOF CUrTeEncies,

Exrozone government hond
vields dipped after data
shiowed the TS jobs marke
performed betier than ex-
pected in November, bt kept
the Federal Reserve on track
to cut rates m December,

The closely watched gap
between French and German
hord vields also narmowed as
investors spaed some glim-
mers of hope about a potential
budget being passed despile a
political erisis.

Crermmany’s 1-year baomnd
vield was last very slightly
higher at 2,108 percent, hav-
ing trvded at 2023 percent
before the data was released,

Reuters Reuters
( .IfFHH'." f}fh GLOBAL GRAIN PRODUCTION

THE DAY

The worldwide production
of whoat was recorded ot

TE4.91 tonnes n 2023-324.

Hogrng: Tatiztn

|57
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Unbeatable CEO

CLARK VITUILLI

“The Unbeatable CEC” offers

a transformative approach

to leadership, aiming to

braak the common thread

of axecutive burnout and

lonsliness at the top,

sAySs A review published

N Hn.;:-dr-u:l.:ls.lzl:-m
Authored by Clark

Vitul, a seasoned lcader

Employmant

Canada jobless
rate jumps to

S-year high

Canada's unemployment
rate jumped 0.3 percentage
points to an eight-vear high
of &.8 percent in November
as more people looked for
work, the national statistical
agency sakd.

Excluding 20020 and 2021,
when lockdowns (o slow Lhe
spread of COVID-19 dramati-
cally affected work, this was
the highest level sirce Januar
2017, Statistics Canada said.

Following little change
in October, employment
increased by 51000 in the
month. Gains were mostly in
full-time work, and almost all
in the public sector, it said
AFP

with over 30 years of business
cxporience, this book guides
exhausted antrepranaurs and
executives looking to redafine
thair approach to leadership,

It will hedp renvitalize
leadership styles, fortify
bBusiness foundaticns,
and guide leaders toward
enduring BUCCESE.

Trade

US clears export
of advanced Al
chipsto UAE

The US government has ap-
proved the export of advanced
artificial intelligence chips to
a Microsoft-operated facl-
ity in the UAE as part of the
company s partnership with
Emirati Al firm G42, Axios
regsoried.

Microsodl invested 515 bil-
lton in G42 earlicr this vear,
giving the US company a mi-
norty stake and a board seat,
As part of the deal, G342 would
use Microsoft's clond services
to run its Al applications,

The US Commerse De-
partment and G423 did not
immediately respond to Re-
uters' requests for commeni.
Reuters
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Alrbiis has appolhted Eld Al-
ahtand as presidont for its new
ruglonal headgquarters in Riyadh,

Mew Murabhi, a Public Tnvestmen
Fund compsuyy, has announced the
launch of its environmental, social,
and povernance and decarboniza-
ton  strategies, oodnciding with
[ntermational ESG Day, observed
oa Moy, 30, These strategie fame-
waorks meinforce New Murabhba's
commdtment i sustainable
developrsent and alipn with the
Rinsdom's Vision 350,

New Murabbas comprelensive
decarbonization strategy charts
a clear path toward a low-carbon
future, echoing the goals set out
in the Sandi Commitment to
Carbon Newtrality by 2060 and
the FIF= pledge for operational
et- 2o emdssions by 2060, This
approach aligns seamlessly with
the ambitious targets of the Sauch
Green Indbative, which  seek
e sigmificantly msduce  green-
house gas emissions, champion
rencwable energy adopbion,

optimnlze  energy efficiency,
uilze  |oav-carbon materials,
and embrace circular econosny

prnciphes.

Developed  through  extensive
collsboration  with  employees,
atakehodders, and lesdership, New
Murabba's ESG sirategy under-
soores its dedication to respon-
gible and sustabmable practices.
The strategy oullines chear objec-
tives and actions across three core

pillars:
& Environment: minimizing
environmental  Impact  through

initiatives sich as carbon [ootprint
regfuction anid responsible
PSR RANSECITIeTit.

& Social: creating a positive social
impact by fostering  diversity,
equily, amnd inclesdon, priocitizing
worker well-being and  safety,
and  uplolding  strong  ethical
standinds.

Or
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

New Murabba unveils ESG &

decarbonization strategies

By prioritizing sustainability in overy fagcet of ts design and operation, Now Murabba will serve as a model for responsible urban development.

® GOVErTEAnCe: sirengthening
corporate  governance  throuagh
robust risk management, ranspar
ency, accountability, and respon-
stble leadership

"“We're prowd to launch our ESG
il decarbonization  strategies,
marking a significant mibestone
In our Joarmey toward creating a
seisfndnable  wrkm  destination”
sab]l Michael Dyke, CEQ of New

Murahba., “Owr decurbsoozs-
hon strategy s a testament o
oiir dedication to supporting the
Ringtlom's vision for a carbon-
neuiral future by 20600 New
Murahba is committed to leading
by example, demonsirating how
responsible  development can
drve: posstive change for both our
commumity and the planet, We
are confident that these strtegies

will enlance our environmental
performance  amnd  create  bong-
ferm vidue Jor our inveslors andd
stakeholders”

New  Murabba's  dedication
i ESG principles and decar-
bonization  strengthens confi-
dence  among  stakeholders
who prioritize sustainable and
impeciful  development. The

profect’s  proactive appaoach

fo sustainability positions it as
an attractive prospect for those

secking  long-term  value  and
positive environmmenial | and
social ouicomes.

The sirategies are intrinsically
linkeel o the UN% Sustainable
Development Goals, supporting
key goals sach as SIMG 11 (sustain-
ahle clites andd communites) and
S 15 colimate actonh

GLOBAL CONFERENCE

Saudi Electricity
Company is UNCCD
COPP16 gold partner

The Saudi Electricity Company is
participating as a gobd partner of
the 16th Conference of the Parties
to the Undted Mations Convention
to Combat Desertification, which
is being held in Rivadh from Dec,
2 1o 13,

The partner=hip = i line with
the company's commitment
bo its role in supporting slohbal
efforts o achieve environmental
sustainability, combat desertifi-
cation, and enhance the preserva-
togy amd sustainability of mamral
resoirees — all wath the wltimare
goal o ensure 8 prosperons
future for generations to come.

The UNCCD COME is being
attended by global leaders and
decision-makers, along  with
environmental expersamnd repre-
sentatives from varows mdustrial
wictors, o dliscuss  susimabde
sofutions  and  environmental

chaltlenges facing the world,

In a stalement, CEO of SEC
Ehaled bhin Sabem  Al-Ghameds
said: “We are prond of our
parinership with  this  global
conference, which represents
an mportant platform 1o unify
global efforts In [acing environ-
mental challenges, protecting
natural rescurces, and enhancing
cooperation with sovernment
agrncies in these Aelds, We strive
to enhance our imvestments in
environmental preservation  in
line with our strategy for environ-
mental, social, and coporate
governance practices. We also
aim to invest in clean and sustain-
able energy, and work on initia-
tves that enhance the company's
practioes in the circular economy
and achieve a comprehensive and
sipgtainabde transformation in the
energy seclor”

HYDROGEN MOBILITY

SADAFCO, Hyperview partner
for sustainable transportation

Ssaucha  Dadry  amd  Foodstuff
Company, known asx SADAFCO,
antd  Hyperview Logistics
Company, owned by Hyperview
Mobhility {(Shanghail Company
Lid., have signed a non-binding
proundbreaking memorandum
of understanding to drive the
adoption of hydrogen-powerned
logmistics in Saudi Arabia. This
codlaboration marks a signif-
cant step toward achieving
sustainable transportation and
allgns with the goals of Saudi
Visjan 2050,

The parinership 15 curmently
in discussions to cxplore the
possibility of testing hydrosen-
powered trucks in the Kingdom.

SATAFCD cddeseribed] 0 a8 a
testament to the company's
Ccoammitment to reducing
iis  environmerndtal impact
dafgd  embracing mnovative

technologies. SADAFCD  aims
o achieve a zero-carbon feet
by 2045, with plans to have S0
percent of ity fleet powered
by clean energy by 2005 This

imithative  complements  its
ongoing  cfforts to test and
integrate electric trucks in the
Middle East. By collaborating
with Hyperview, a leader in
hydrogen mobility, SADAFCO
15 poiscd o redefine logistics
pperations in Saudi Arabia with
sero-carbon sodulions,

This

_ collaboration
- marks a

significant

step toward

azhleving

sustabnable

tranuporiation.

L. Fetlong Lin, CEOQ of Hypser-
view Mobality, said: "This collab
otationr  with SADAFCO is an
EXCiting opportunity to showease
the potential of wvdrogen-powered
tranesporiation in one of the world®
most dynamic markets. Topether,
we dm bo set new benchmarks for
gustaimable logmistics”

Brian Strong, chiel tmnsformi-
tion officer of SADAFCO, added:
"SADAFCO is proud to pariner
with Hyperview in advancing
our zero-carbon fleet strategy”

Corporate
Briefs
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Leadership

Airbus appoints
president for
regional HQ in KSA

Adrbus has appointed Eid Al-
Cahtani as president for 1is
new regional headoguarters
in Rivadh, underdining the
company’s kng-term com-
miktment to the Kingdom and
ther wider regron. Al-Qahitans
will foous on strengthening
partnerships with govern-
rnenits and stakehodders
while driving new businiess
in the region.

Alrbwes” regional head-
epuarters lecated in Rivadh
represents an expansson of
the company’s commoercial,
defense, space and helicopier
businesses in the Kingrdom
and beyonul, Since the 1970s,
Airbars has significantly grown
s presence in Saudi Arabia,
continuously increasing its
contiribution to the Kingdom's
aviation and acrospace sector,

Hospitality
Radisson supports

sports with WFS
sponsorship

Radisson Hotel Group
hosted global sporis leaders
and attendess at the Waorld
Football Summit Asia 2024,
which took place on Dec. 2
and 3 in Riyadh.

As the official hospitality
and accomimodation spon-
s0r for the event, Radis-
son hosted the summit’s
welcome reception dinner
whille providing workd-class
accommedation lor speak-
ers, partners, and attendees.

As part of its ongolng sup-
peatt [or Lhie Sports ecosys-
tem, Radisson has developed
its Sports Approved Program
to cater to the needs of
sports professionals, manag-

%, coaches, and fans.

Malware
Most KSA firms

fear Al-driven
cyberattacks

A recent Raspersky study
reveals that businesses are
increasingly waorried about
the growing use of artifbcial
intedhgencs i cyberattacks.
According to the indings in
Saudi Arabida, 82 percent of
surveyved companies report-
o a rise in cvber incidents
over the past year, with
almost half of respondents
(62 peroent) noting that
miany of these attacks wepe
likelv Al-driven. The study
underscores the reality that
Al which has revolutionized
pumeris industries, (s now
also empowering cybercrims-
inals, adding an additional
laver of complexity to the
threats businesses face,
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Sport News

The Washington Wizands withstood a

46 -podint explosion from Denver star
Mlkoia Jokic ta bent the Nuggets T22-13.

SAUDI FRO LEAGUE

Benzema endorses
KSA's 2034 World Cup bid

During Jeddah visit, superstar stresses importance of sport’s grassroots development

Arab Mews Jeciinh

French and Sandl Pro
League superstar Karfm
Benzema expressed

his confidence in Saudi

Arabia’s readiness to
host the FIFA World Cap
in 20354 during a recent
meeling with yvoung
players in Jeddah,

The 20022 Ballon d'Or winner
mert tralnees from the Saode
Foothall Federations regtonal
training centers at the weekend
and emphasized the mpor
tamce of prassroois develop-
ment in bullding a competitive
foothalling generation,

Benzema, whi Jodred
Al-Ittihad in 2023 as part of
Saudi Arabia’s efforts to elevate
its football scene, praised the
country’s  transformation  and
extended an open invitation to
the people of the world 1o expert-
| o | I:I||'|I:||1'.

He saml "I advise you (o vistl
Saudi Arabia. Anyvone who has a
preconceived idea should come
for themselves. 1t is a wonderful
COlmry.”

The striker also paid tribute
to the mation's commitment to
nurturing  voung  foolballing
talent, saving: “Saudi football is
developing, and 1 am confidemnt
that after 10 years Sawdi Arabia
will be fully prepared (for the
Warld Cup)

"Training amdl development
bemn with the voung players,
and this is the most important
thing — creating a generation

.-i-. e .:iﬁ- i =

that can resch the highest bevel”

matichi Arabia is the sobe bidder
for the 2084 World Cup and
aims to become the second
Midcle Eastern country to host

the tourmament following the
eompetitbon in Qatar in 2022,
The Ringdom has embarked
on an ambitious sports develop
ment stratesy under its Yision

2050 Iramework, Invesiing
heavily I domestic  leagues,
infrastructure, andd vouith
PIOETHILS,

The official annooncement

FAST
FACT

Saudi Arabda
is the sole
bidder for the
2034 World
Cup and aims
to become
the sacond
Middle Eastarn
country to
host the
tournameant
fallowing the
compeatition in

Qatar in 2022,

Benzema praised
the country's
transformation
and extended an
apeon invitation
to the poople

of the world to
axperiencs lts
eulture, AFF

of the 2034 FIFA Waorld Cup
fosts ks expecied this month,
with Saudi Arabia poised
o host the worlds bizgest
fonthalling event.

Norris wins in Abu Dhabi,

TAS MARINA CIRCUIT

Mcl.aren seal constructors title

AFP Abw Dialyl

Lando Norris coolly  claimmed
victory in @ tense, emotional and
fickdent-filled Aba Dhabi Grand
Prix on Sunday to defiver MeLar-
en’s first constructors” champaon
shiip in 2 years as Lewis Hamilton
findished a remarkabde fowrth in
hix final race Tor Meroedes

The A0-vear-old Noimis came
home 5832 seconds ahead of
Carlos Sainz and his teammaie
Chartes Leclerc to end Ferma-
n's title challenge on a night of
accidents, penalties and tantrums
undder the Boodlights at the Yas
Elartna Circalt,

"Papaya on topl” sawl Noms
on his slowdown lap after the
sEAsOT-Closing race.

“Congrats (o everyvone. Incred-
e, S0 proasd of you all, You all
gheserve s, IS Been a specil
one. Next year s going to be
Y vear boo,”

MeLaren had not won the teams'

Lands Narris
aalebrates on

the podium aftar
winning tha Abu

Dhxbi Farmula
Omne Grand Prix
at the Yos Marina
Clhroult n Aba

Dhabl on Sunday.
AFF

tthe since 1998, the vear before
Noaris was born, amnd started the
day with a lead of 21 points and a
front roay lockout, but saw Oscar
Piastri sent spinning in a clash
with newly crovwned lour-tme
champion Max Verstappen ol Fed
Barll at the first commer,

This encouraged Ferrart, with
Lechere starting 19th on the grid,

ancl ey rrounted o defiant M vain
el for glory, hmshing second
and third ahead of Hamilton, who
passed] teammate George Russcll
o the fAnal bap.

Russell came home fifth aheacd
of Verstappen, who was one of
severil divers to be handed a 10
second penalty for his ceash into
Piastri, and Alpine’s Pierre Gasly

SPEEDREAD

® Norris came home 5.832
saconds ahosad of Carlos

Sainz and his team-mate
Charles Leclerc to end
Ferrari's title challenge on a
night of accidents, penalties
and tantrums.

® Lewis Hamilton finished
A ramarkabla fowrth in hia
final race for Mercedas.
Russall came hamea fifth
shead of Verstappen,

with Nico Hulkenberg taking
elghth lor Haas

Fermando Alonso was ninth
for Aston Martin and Plastri,
after a battling drive, 10th in the
second MeLaren,

In het, diry and clear conditions,
Norrls made a clean start from
his eighith pole of the vear 1o lead

into Tum One whers Verstappen

agltacked Prastn on the inside and
madle contact with his car to send
both spdnning.

Plastrt walted w0 rejoln in
20th aned lasi, bul Verstappen
squeczed back into Hth as leam-
mate Serpio Perezs miscrable
season concluded with a spin
cdit at Tarn Six after contact with
ralttert Baoltas’s Sauber,

Leclerc, wiath a  scinbillating
surge on the opening lap, rose
from 190h Lo elghil.

Yerstappen was  glven  a
10-second penalty for his “dive
bomb™ move on Piastn, who
reported “vep, move of 4 world
champion there™ o
fesim racli,

After a brnel Safety Car imtor-
vention, Mastri hit the rear of
Franco  Colapinto®  Williams,
forcing the Argentine to pit with
a punciure. Piastri also pitted for
fresh hards before belng given a
10-second penalty, as was Botias

for has part in ending Peres’s raoe

Melaren
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Premier League
Arsenals title

bid dented by
Fulham draw

Arsenal missed the chanoe o
Chose fo withan four poimts of
Premier League leaders Liv-
erposal after being held toa 1-
draw at Fullam on Sunday.

Bukayo Saka had a late win
ner niled out by 3 VAR review
Far offsbde o the Gunners”

four-match winning streak
wiks halted in west London,

Feanl Jimensez hiad fired
Fulham into an early lead
hefore Willlam Saliba leveled
thanks to amother Amsenal
eoal from a cormer. Mike] Ar-
teta’s meen edee above Chelsen
into seconcd, six polnts adrl
of Liverpood, AFP

Test crichkat

Australia
bounces back
io beat India

Australia bounced back
from a heasy home defeat

Lo lewed the Border-Gavaskar
Lt seres at -l after a com-
prehensive -wicket win in
the second test against India
an Sumday,

Fat Curmmins tool 5-57 as
her hownced ot Uhe Tndian
lower onder, with the visitors
crasddng 1o 175 all oul in s
seoond innings for a slender
18=rum lead. Usman Ehawaja
and Mathan McSweeney then
euided Australis safely toa
ten-wicket viciory to ense
Lhe pressure that had Beten
buibding sinee the hosts were
haizmbled by 285 runs in the
Ist tesf at Perth. AP

NBA
Jokic shines,
but Nuggets
fall to Wizards

The Washington Wizards
wilhsiood a 56-point explo
sio frmm Denver star Nikola
Joddic 1o beat the Nugpets
PEE-113 amsd snap thedr 16-game
™ BA Josing streak.

Jokic, who won has third
A Most Valuable Player
award last season, posted
A carect scoring high
gurpassing a S3-point
performance in game fous
af the 207 Western Can-
[erence semifinals against
Fhoemix and a 50-point
regular-season best against
Sacramento in 2021, AFP

Follow Arab News
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day ArabMNews
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Prosndnent Egyptlan producer
Mohamed Hefry |s setting up shop in
Saudl Arabdia by opaning an outpost of
hia Fllm Chnic praductian compdry in
Riyadh. he told Varety at the Red Soa
Internaticnal Film Festival in Jodduh,

TheSix

Eating Out

Il vour're & fan of tender steaks
anil succulent chaps, visit
any of these six meat-centric
restaurants in Jeddah for a
hearty meal.

ChelEyad

Crrder a rweli-in-the-mouth
et cul of vour chobes
and get a host of refillable
ACCTHIPAniments,

“a

Oli

Finally

CLOSE UF

la Wilde

Inspires

emerging filmmakers

Brad Pitt
NEW FILM

Brad Pilt
turns heads at
Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix

Arab Mews _ordar

Haolbywood mvegastar Brad Pitt
birenaghi a touch of clsematic
glamaor 1o the Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix this weekend as he
continued flming scenes for the
highly anticipated movie “F1” set
to hit cinemas in June next year,
Pitt was spotted at the Yas
hlarina Circuit during Friclay's
|||'._l||'l:|-|'|':~.|."-.'-1'i||r|-. Wesinng A '.l.ll.il:l_'

. Marts Hiranad Seddih more interesting stories becaus: Civia Wikie ractngEg jumiesuil as he posed with

Uncle Khalil's BBQ people aren’t raised with the Em“ teams and filmed scenes alongside
Hollywood star Olivia same materials and cycles. L ibacing on co-star Damson kdris.

Enown for cooking theis Wilde took center stage “Films coming from societies stage before Thee padr were photographed
dishes "low and slow,” their during an In Conversation that haven't been indoctrinated she posed In with Ferran’s Carlos Saine Jr. and
l6-hour meat will leave vou segment on Sunday with the same cliches have o the Festhad s Charles Leclere, with the Spanish

atisilo aren,

FeArning or nwre.

Sulian’s Steakhouse

This Turkash restaurant se1ves a
wide range of premiom quality
meeat cuts — their meatballs with
cheese s a must try.

Fogo de Chao

Thi=supscale Brazlian restaurand
will give you an hearty churrasco
experience with flavorful side
dishes from the country. The
restaurant 15 also known for lis
Ftposadda, a traditional black bean
sbew made wilh sausagpe and
served with rce,

-

Cribs of Ribs

Theidr 12-hour slow-cooked
amoked brisket with brioche
bread and wagyu beel burgers
are tantalizing. The catery also
offers fall-off-the-bone Gull
tlishes served with rice

7ribs

Brasket thcos, saidwiches,
burgrrs or just steaks. ther
dielectable diskies will kil

il the mght notes

at the Red Sea Interna-

tional Film Festival in
Jeddah's Al-Balad.

Known as an actor, director,
atel producer, Wildes career
includes acclaimed roles in
film and lelevision, including
“House™ and “Tron: Legacy.”
Her directorial debut in
20195 “Booksmart” madie
wives before she followed it
up with the 2022 Venice Film
Festival title " Don't Worry
Darling™

Fetlecting on the challenges
of modern filmmaking, she said:
“Uut of boredom comes great
ideas sometimes, but now no
ane's ever bored, Kidds are much
more inferesting and imagina-
Hve than adults because they
haven't been indoctrinated
by cliches. As filmmakers,
it's so important to challenge
ourselves and not force our
storées to be something
Familiar:

She also pointed ot that
narrabives from diverse
cultures can offer refreshing
perspeciives.

She said: “When you get out of
wihat 1 consider to be the central
hueh of entertainment in the
Western worbd, vou fimd a lot

gingularity that is incredibly
relreshing”

Wilde hkened the hilmmaking
process (o solving a puzsde,
hizghlighting the integral role
of casting, and added: "Casting
k% the most ipsortant part of
s process becatisse putting
together a hilm is like solving a
puazzle,

“TI you aren’t chosen, it's nod
brecause vou're a failure —it's
about whether you it into the
bigger picture of that specific
praject.”

Wilde most recently starred
in and directed *Don't Worry
Darling,” which debuted at the
2022 Yenice Film Festival and
erossed nearly S100 million
worldwide.

she said: “A director should
b 50 prepared that they can
dTNI=ET .E|||._'|'I||II_I"'.'-i|_i_li:||'|.

"Actors enjoy taking risks and
being vulnerable when there's
a director who feels like they
have thelr hacks”

Reflecting on her diual exper-
ence as an actor and director,
she added: "My expenience
acting made me a better
producer and director because |
understood the extreme vulner
ability actors experience every
day o set”

RED SEA FILM FESTIVAL

Park Sung-hoon tallis h-dramas at Red Sea International Film Festival

Soleh Fareed . crifiah

Soarth Rorean actor Park Sung
hoon, whao stars in Xetflivs
sanaash bt “Squid Game,” jetted
o Sanch Arabéa for the Bed Sea
[nternational Film Festivil and
spolie o Arab News about his
hopes for Saudi-Korean cultural
collaboration.

The rising star, who |2 also
known For his roles in dramas
such as “The Glory™ and "Queen
of Tears,” lauded the popalarity of
Forean enterainment conlent o

the Ringxdom.,

“1 am grateful for this, and this
really motvated me to try to pay
back for this interest, and here |
arn at the Bed Sea International
Film Festival engoying every bit of
i, et sakd,

Globally, three South Rorean
subscription platforms lead
Korean content offerings: Wavve,
Witcha, and Tving, according
Lox clata science firm BE Madia,
Exchading bocal platforms,
Amazan Prime Viden Cirrendly
felcls the Lop posation amogs

Getly Image=d

Fark Sung-hoon

glohal subscription sireaming
peatforms in terms of Eorean
titles, though Netfiox is chose
hehined.

The actor toguched on the role of
stresming platforms in pogalar-
g Rorean confend, =sayving,
“Korea has always put an effor
to make good quality movies
and drameas becaase it is a way of
birimging jov and comlon (o people
eveny churing hamd times, and 1
think with the advancesd changes
i technology, streaming networks
afd plathorms prosviced ways [or

driver sharing seffies featuring

Pitt, klris, Leclere and Ferrard
eaan members, caplioned;
*Look who photobombsed owr
beam pic.”

In the film, Fitt stars as
sofny Haves, i firtional 1900s
Fl driver who makes a dramatic
return to the track after a career-
erling rrasly to menior roolkke
Joshua Pearce, playved by Idns.

The movie condains a stellar
ensemble cast, including Javier
Bardem, Sarah Niles, Kermy
Condon and Tohlas Menzies,
with Joseph Rosinsk directing,
Addding authenticity, seven-time
Fi champion Lewis Hamilton and
lemendary prociucer Jerry Bruck-
helmer are among the project's
key drivers.

The film blends the real-workd
of Formula 1 throagh fictional
storytelling and the help ol all 10
Fl teams. Real-lide dvers such
as Hamilton, Max Verstappen,
Fermando Alonso, Sergio Peres
and Salnz appear as themselives,
adcling an extra Laver of
authenticaty

Pitt underwent rigorous
tradming to master e high-speed
viehickes used i the film. "He's
an amaxing driver,” Bruckheimer
sl “Sorme of the FI drivers said
he's a natiral athlete, He really 187

Korean movies and dramas to be
shuown toa wider audience”

As the kingdom's entertain:
et seene continwes to expand
— with the lHkes of Film AlULa
and the Red Sea Film Founda-
tion cffering support — Che actor
said he would like (o see more
collaboration.

“1 am aware that the movie
inchustey 1 Sauci Arabda s
moving rapidly, and [ would
fowe (o see more: collaboration
Between Saudi Arabda and Korea

in the flm mchastoy,” hee said,



