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Inside a 150-kph
Dream

Harshit Rana is being
touted as the next big thing
in India’s fast bowling stable
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Former Prime Minister
Imran Khan. File

PAKISTAN

Cases against
Imranreach 188,
hecalls govt
‘authoritarian’

Islamabad: Former prime
minister Imran Khan ac-
cused the government of
'authoritarianism' as the
number of cases and in-
quiries against him
reached 188. The data of
cases was presented by the
Ministry of Interior to the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC)onFriday onorderin
a petition filed by Khan's
sister, Noreen Niazi, who
sought the details of cases
against her brother, Dawn
reported. The former
prime minister is booked
in99 casesinPunjab, 76in
Islamabad and two in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The
report said Khanisalsoac-
cused inseven inquiries by
the Federal Investigation
Agency and three cases by
the Accountability Bureau.
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GERMANY
Inafirst, AfD
names runner
for Chancellor

Berlin: The  far-right
Alternative for Germany
(AfD) on Saturday nomi-
nated co-leader Alice
Weidel as its first chancel-
lor candidate in the party's
11-year history, setting out
its bid for power ahead of
a snap election due in
February. "We are the sec-
ond-strongest force in the
nationwide polls and from
this we derive our claim to
govern, because we want
to do better, we want to
bring Germany forward
again, wewanttobeatthe
top of the world again,”
Weidel told reporters in
Berlin from a stage
adorned with two large
German flags. REUTERS

BURKINA FASO
Juntasacks
Prime Minister,
dissolves govt

BURKINA FASO'’S ruling
junta has dismissed in-
terim Prime Minister
Apollinaire  Joachim
Kyelem de Tambela and
dissolved the govern-
ment, a decree issued by
the office of military
leader Ibrahim Traore
said on Friday. The decree
did not give a reason for
the dismissal of Tambela,
who was appointed in-
terim premier soon after
Traore seized power in
September 2022 - one of
a string of military coups
in West Africa’'s unstable
Sahel region in recent
years. REUTERS
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PuriTY CLOSE TO ROUGHLY 90% LEVEL THAT IS WEAPONS GRADE: [AEA
IRAN DRAMATICALLY BOOSTING URANIUM ENRICHMENT

Iranis "dramatically" accelerating its enrichment of uranium to up to 60% purity; close to the roughly 90%
level that is weapons grade, UN. nudlear watchdog chief Rafael Grossi told Reuters on Friday: The
International Atomic Energy Agency chief said Irans production capacity was set to rise to “seven, eight times
more...or even more" than the current monthly level of 5-7 kg of uranium enriched to 60% purity. REUTERS
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NOTRE DAME REOPENS AFTER 5 YEARS

(Clockwise from top) US President-elect Donald Trump, French President Emmanuel Macron and Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy at a trilateral meeting at the Elysee Palace to mark the inauguration of the renovated Notre Dame Cathedral; The
cathedral before its reopening; Clergy gather before the reopening ceremony in Paris on Saturday. Reuters, AP& NYT

Erdogan: There is a new reality in
Syria... people will decide its future

‘Syria belongs to
Syrians with all
its sectarian,
ethnic, elements’

REUTERS
ISTANBUL, DECEMBER 7

TURKISH PRESIDENT Tayyip
Erdogan said on Saturday that
there was now a new reality in
neighbouring Syria, where
Turkey has long supported op-
position forces and carried out
incursions against Kurdish forces
that it regards as terrorists.

He was speaking as Syrian
rebels entered suburbs of the
city of Homs, sources said, open-
ing a path to Damascusinalight-
ning advance as front lines col-
lapse and government forces
battle to save President Bashar
al-Assad'’s 24-year rule.

"There is now a new reality
in Syria, politically and diplomat-
ically. And Syria belongs to
Syrians with all its ethnic, sectar-
ian and religious elements,"”
Erdogan said in a speech in the
southern Turkish city of
Gaziantep.

"The people of Syria are the
ones who will decide the future
of their own country.”

Ankara has for years sup-
ported Syrian opposition forces
looking to oust the Iran and
Russia-backed Assad.

"As Turkey, our wish s for our
neighbour Syria to quickly regain
the peace, stability and tranquil-
lity it has been longing for 13
years," he added.

He added that the best way
for the region to deal with the sit-
uation would be for "responsible
actors and all international or-
ganisations” to support the
preservation of Syria's territorial
integrity.

A main concern of Turkey is
the presence in northern Syria of
the Syrian Kurdish YPG militia,
which it regards as a terrorist
group, closely tied with militants
in Turkey who have fought a 40-
year insurgency against the
Turkish state.

Rebel fighters in Homs on Saturday. Reuters

Key players in long-running civil
war, reignited by rebel attack

THENEW YORKTIMES
DECEMBER7

REBELGROUPS fighting to depose
President Bashar al-Assad of Syria
battled regime forces on the out-
skirts of the strategic city of Homs
Saturday as they pushed toward
the capital, Damascus. Here’s a
look at the key players:

m Syrian government

The Syrian government, led by
Assad, has been central to the pro-
tracted and devastating civil war
that began in 2011.

After several years of war, the
Assad government clawed back
much of the territory it lost to
rebels with the help of Iran, Russia,
and Lebanon’s Hezbollah.

m Hayat Tahrir al-Sham

Hayat Tahrir al-Shambegan to
form at the beginning of Syria’s
civil war, when jihadists formed
the Al Nusra Front to fight pro-
Assad forces with hundreds of in-
surgentand suicide attacks.Ithad
early links to the Islamic State,and
then to Al Qaeda. By mid-2016, the

Nusra Frontbanded together with
other factions to establish Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham.

m United States

The Obama administration
initially supported opposition
groups in their uprising against
the government, providing
weapons and training, with lim-
ited effect. After the rise of the
Islamic State in 2014, US forces
fought the terrorist group with
airstrikes and assistance to
Kurdish forces. President Donald
Trump withdrew many of those
forces in 2019, but the US still
maintains about 900 troops there.

m Turkey

The Turkish military has
launched several military inter-
ventions across the border into
Syria, mostly against Syrian
Kurdish-led forces. Turkey now ef-
fectively controls a zone along
Syria’s northern border.

m Russia

Throughout Syria’s civil war,
Russia has been one of Assad’s
most loyal foreign backers, send-

ing Russian troops to support his
forces and jets to bomb his ene-
mies. It has maintained presence
in Syria with air and naval bases.

m Iran and Hezbollah

Syria is a core part of Iran’s
“axis of resistance,” a network of
countries and groups that in-
cludes Hezbollah, Hamas and the
Houthis in Yemen that hopes to
destroy Israel and reduce
Americaninfluence inthe region.

m Israel

Israel’s military activities in
Syria have been mostly focused
on airstrikes against Hezbollah
and Iranian targets, especially sen-
ior military personnel, weapons
production facilities and the trans-
portcorridor thatIran uses to send
weapons to Hezbollah.

m Kurdish forces

Kurdish forces became the
US's mainlocal partnerin the fight
against the Islamic State in Syria.
Kurdish fighters still contend with
their longtime enemy, Turkey,
whichregards themaslinkedtoa
Kurdish separatist insurgency.

OPP TO REVIVE MOTION NEXT WEEK

S Korea's Yoon survives
impeachment bid after

Yoon apologises
to nation, ruling
party leader
resigns from post

REUTERS
SEOUL, DECEMBER7

SOUTH KOREAN President Yoon
Suk Yeol survived an impeach-
ment motion in the opposition-
led parliament on Saturday that
was prompted by his short-lived
attempt to impose martial law
this week, after members of his
party boycotted the vote.

Only 195 votes were cast, be-
low the threshold of 200 needed
for the vote to count.

“The entire nation is watch-
ing the decision being made here
at the National Assembly today.
World is watching,” National
Assembly speaker Woo Won-
shik said with a sigh. “It's very
unfortunate that there wasn't
even avote.”

The main opposition
Democratic Party has said it will
revive the impeachment motion
next week if it failed on Saturday.

After voting began, National
Assembly Speaker Woo Won-shik
called on PPP members to return
as opposition lawmakers settled
in. It was unclear how long they
planned to wait, but the secretary
of parliament said they had until
12:48 am Sunday (1548 GMT on
Saturday) to wrap up the vote.

One of the PPP members who
returned told reporters he had

Qatar PM.:

his party boycotts vote

Protesters gather outside the National Assembly demanding
President Yoon Suk Yeol’s resignation on Saturday. Reuters

voted against the impeachment
motion as he did not agree with
the bill, but still thought Yoon
was not qualified to be president.
Opposition leaders have said
they would revisit the impeach-
ment motion on Wednesday if it
failed the first time.

In the morning, Yoon apolo-
gised the nation for his attempt
to impose martial law but did
not resign, defying intense pres-
sure to step down even from
some in his ruling party.

Yoon said he would not seek
to avoid legal and political re-
sponsibility for his decision to
declare martial law for the first
time in South Korea in 44 years.
He said the decision was born of
desperation.

Saturday's televised speech
was the embattled leader's first
public appearance since he re-

Engaging

with Trump team
on Gaza truce deal
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Site of a Israeli airstrike in central Gaza on Saturday. Reuters

REUTERS
DOHA,DECEMBER 7

QATAR IS engaging with the in-
coming Trump administration
on Gaza after sensing fresh mo-
mentum for ceasefire talks fol-
lowing the U.S. election, Qatar's
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani said on
Saturday.

The war in Gaza has been
raging for over 14 months, with
much of the tiny enclave laid to
waste and more than 44,000
Palestinians killed, according to
Gaza health authorities, as Israeli
forces continue their drive to
wipe out Hamas and recapture

hostages taken by the militant
group.

Donald Trump's Middle East
envoy has traveled to Qatar and
Israel to kick-start the U.S. presi-
dent-elect's diplomatic push for
a ceasefire and hostage release
deal before his inauguration on
Jan. 20, a source briefed on the
talks told Reuters on Thursday.

"We have seen a lot of en-
couragement from the incoming
administration in order to
achieve a deal even before the
President comes to office and
that's actually made us (try) to
move things back and (try) to put
it back on track, and we've been
engaging in the past couple of
weeks," Al Thani said at a confer-
ence in Doha.

scinded the martial law order six
hours after declaring it, when
parliament defied military and
police cordons to vote unani-
mously against his decree.

"[ leave it up to my party to
take steps to stabilise the politi-
cal situation in the future, includ-
ing the issue of my term in of-
fice," Yoon said in the address to
the nation, promising there
would be no second attempt to
impose martial law.

Standing in front of the South
Korean flag, Yoon bowed after he
finished his brief remarks, star-
ing solemnly into the camera for
a moment. Han Dong-hoon,
leader of Yoon's ruling party, said
after the address that the presi-
dent was no longer in a position
to carry out his public duties and
his resignation was now un-
avoidable.

Biden weighs
preemptive
pardons for
allies before
Trump return

ASSOCIATED PRESS
DECEMBER7

PRESIDENT JOE Biden is weigh-
ing whether to issue sweeping
pardons for officials and allies
who the White House fears could
be unjustly targeted by President-
elect Donald Trump’s administra-
tion, a preemptive move that
would be a novel and risky use of
the constitutional power.

The deliberations so far are
largely at the level of White House
lawyers. But Biden himself has
discussed the topic with some
senior aides, according to two
people familiar with the matter
who spoke on condition of
anonymity Thursday to discuss
the sensitive subject. No decisions
have been made, the sources said.

They fear that Trump and his
allies, who have boasted of ene-
mies lists and exacting “retribu-
tion”, could launch investiga-
tions that would be
reputationally and financially
costly for their targets even if
they don'tresult in prosecutions.

Recipients could include in-
fectious-disease specialist
Dr Anthony Fauci, who was in-
strumental in combating the
coronavirus pandemic and who
has become a pariah to conser-
vatives angry about mask man-
dates and vaccines.

THE FATAL SHOOTING OF BRIAN THOMPSON HAS UNLEASHED A WAVE OF PUBLIC FEELING — ANGER, RESENTMENT, HELPLESSNESS

UnitedHealthcare CEO shooting opens door for many to vent frustrations over insurance

DANICAKIRKA
LONDON, DECEMBER 5

FOR YEARS, patients in the U.S.
health care system have grown
frustrated with a bureaucracy
they don’t understand.

Doctors are included in an in-
surer’s network one year but not
the next. Getting someone on the
phone to help can be next to im-
possible. Coverage of care and pre-
scriptions is often unceremoni-
ously denied.

This week’s fatal shooting of
UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian
Thompson has unleashed awave
of public feeling — exasperation,

anger, resentment, helplessness
— from Americans sharing per-
sonal stories of interactions with
insurance companies, often seen
as faceless corporate giants.

In particular, the words writ-
ten on ammunition found at the
shooting scene — “delay,” “deny”
and “depose,” echoing a phrase
used to describe how insurers
dodge claim payouts —amplified
voices that have long been critical
of the industry.

“All of a sudden, I am fired up
again,” said Tim Anderson, de-
scribing how his wife, Mary, had
to deal with UnitedHealthcare
coverage denials before she died
from Lou Gehrig's disease, oramy-

otrophic lateral sclerosis, in 2022.

Anderson said they couldn’t
get coverage for machines to help
his wife breathe or talk — toward
the end, she communicated by
blinking when he showed her pic-
tures. The family had torely on do-
nations fromalocal ALS group, he
said. “The business model for in-
surance is don’t pay,” said
Anderson, 67, of Centerville, Ohio.

For Anderson and others,
Thompson’s death and the mes-
sage left at the scene have cre-
ated an opportunity to vent their
frustrations. Conversations have
pivoted to the topic, as police ef-
forts to find the gunman keep
the case in the news.
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Patients are often stuck in the middle of disputes between
doctors and insurers. APfile

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

Hans Maristela said he under-
stands why the chatteris bubbling
up. The caregiver in California was
moved to comment on Facebook
about UnitedHealthcare’s reputa-
tion of denying coverage. As a
Catholic, he said, he grieves
Thompson’s death and feels for
his family, especially with the hol-
idays around the corner.

But he sees frustration within-
surers even among his clients,
most of them wealthy older peo-
ple who've not been shielded
from high out-of-pocket costs.

“And then you know the CEO
of this company you pay a lot of
money to gets $10 million dollars
ayear,youwon't have alot of sym-

pathy for the guy,” Maristela said,
citing Thompson’s compensation
package that included base pay
and stock options.

University of Pennsylvaniare-
searcher Michael Anne Kyle said
she’s not surprised by the growth
of conversation around insurers.

Kyle studies how patients ac-
cess care and said she’s seen frus-
tration with the system build for
years. Costs arerising,and insurers
are using more controls such as
prior authorizations and doctor
networks to manage them.

“Patientsare already spending
alotof money on health care,and
then they're still facing problems
with the service,” she said.

Insurers often note that most
of the money they bring in goes
back out the door to pay claims,
and that they try to corral soaring
costs and the overuse of some
care. It's something Will Flanary,
a Portland-based ophthalmolo-
gistand comedian with alarge so-
cial media following, saw online a
lotin the shooting’simmediate af-
termath and found very telling.

“It’s zero sympathy,” he said.
“And the lesson to take away from
thatis not, ‘Let’'s shame people for
celebrating a murder.’ No, it’s:
‘Look at the amount of anger that
people have toward this system
that’s taken advantage of people
and do something tofix that.”” AP
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Disappbinting: US responds
to BJP’s allegation of backing
agenda to destabilise India

Invokes press freedom to counter BJP charge that OCCRP,
partly funded by US, targeted India through Adani reports

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER/

DAYS AFTER the BJP accused the
US State Department of trying to
"destabilise India” through part
funding a news portal that, it
said, had “targeted” Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the US
Embassy in New Delhi said
Saturday that it is “disappoint-
ing that the ruling party in India
would make these kinds of ac-
cusations”.

“The US government works
with independent organisations
on programming that supports
professional development and
capacity building training for
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‘Elon Musk, Silicon
Valley leaders are
not elected... they are
making the most
important decisions
in our history’

YuvAaL NoAH HARARI
HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR
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Two weeks
after four died

in Sambhal,
police say ‘fired
warning shots’

NEETIKA JHA
SAMBHAL (UP), DECEMBER 7

WEEKS AFTER the survey of a
mosque led to violence in
western UP’s Sambhal, leaving
four men dead with bullet in-
juries and mystery around who
shot them, the district’s
Superintendent of Police has told
The Indian Express that police per-
sonnel had “fired warning shots
in the air” to disperse the crowd.

On a video that purportedly
shows a police personnel firing
a weapon, SP Krishan Kumar
Bishnoi said, “A police person
can be seen firing in the air. We
are investigating who fired two
shots.”

This is a departure from what
the police and the district ad-
ministration said on November
25, a day after the violence. At
the time, Bishnoi had said,
“Police only used pellet guns. The
autopsy report of the three dead
says that they died because of
gunshot wounds from a .315
bore firearm.”

Moradabad Divisional
Commissioner  Aunjaneya
Kumar Singh had also denied
claims by the parents of Naeem,
one of the dead, that he was
killed in police firing.

Referring to some police per-
sonnel suffering injuries, al-
legedly from bullet fragments,
Singh had said, “Police cannot
shoot at themselves... It was the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Outside the US Embassy in
New Delhi. File

journalists,” a spokesperson of
the US Embassy said, “This pro-
gramming does not influence
the editorial decisions or direc-
tion of these organisations... The
United States has long been a
champion of media freedom

around the world. Afree andin-
dependent press is an essential
component of any democracy,
enabling informed and con-
structive debate and holding
those in power accountable.”
This comes after BJP
spokesperson Sambit Patra, at a
press conference, claimed that
elements in the US “deep state”
had colluded with a group of
journalists and with Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi to put
a spoke in the wheel of India’s
growth story with unsubstanti-
ated allegations withouta "shred
of evidence". He suggested that
all this is in conjunction with the
US State Department.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

MVA cracks widen
as SP walks out over
post by Uddhav aide

on Babri demolition

Sena (UBT) leader hits back, says party’s
stand on issue unchanged since 1992

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE
& VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 7

BARELY A fortnight after the
Opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA)alliance was routed in the
Maharashtra Assembly elec-
tions, the Samajwadi Party (SP)
announced Saturday that it is
quitting the MVA, saying that
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray was “back to his old
position justifying the Babri
Masjid demolition” which, it
added, was “unacceptable”.
“We have quit the MVA.
What is the point of continuing

Maharashtra SP chief Abu
Azmi in Mumbai, Saturday.
Ganesh Shirsekar REPORTS, P6

in the front where there is no
uniformity on issues nor ade-
quate consultation with allies?”
state SP chief Abu Azmi said.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Syrian rebel fighters after capturing the city of Hama as they pressed their advance towards
Damascus, in the biggest challenge to President Bashar al-Assad in years. AP

Assad regime fights for survival

as rebels advance on Damascus

India puts out advisory,
days after Assad team held
talks in Delhi to boost ties

Areain govt control
shrinking fast, Iran
pares back support

RAJA ABDULRAHIM
DECEMBER7

PRESIDENT BASHAR AL-ASSAD’S
political survival was under
threat Saturday as the Syrian gov-
ernment battled opposition re-
bellions around the country and,
amid protests near the capital
Damascus, withdrew forces from
several of its suburbs, according
to war monitoring groups.

The Syrian military denied
that its forces had withdrawn
from the suburbs of Damascus.
Yet al-Assad’s autocratic govern-
ment, which had until just over a

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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AT THE FOREFRONT
OF KERALA DIALYSIS
CHALLENGE rPAGE 10

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 7

AS Arebel coalition’s advance in
Syria challenged the writ of
President Bashar al-Assad and
his army, New Delhi issued a
travel advisory, asking Indians to
avoid travelling to Syria and
urged those staying there to ex-
ercise “utmost precaution” and
restrict their movements.

The Ministry of External
Affairs also urged Indians resid-
ing in Syria to remain in touch
with the Indian embassy in

Lebanon

s—Damascus |raq

Jordan

Damascus.

“Inview of the situation pre-
vailing in Syria, Indian nationals
are advised to avoid all travel to
Syria, until further notification,”
the MEA said.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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CJl-led bench
to hear pleas

against Places
of Worship Act

Petitions have been pending for 4 yrs,
Centre still to respond to SC notice

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER7

AT A time when suits seeking
surveys of mosques and dargahs
have rekindled a debate across
the country, the Supreme Court
has constituted a special bench
to hear on December 12 a clutch
of pending petitions challenging
the constitutional validity of the
Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991.

The special bench comprises
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna and Justices Sanjay
Kumar and KV Viswanathan.

The Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act, 1991
mandates that the nature of all
places of worship, except the one
in Ayodhya that was then under
litigation, shall be maintained as
it was on August 15, 1947. The
Act, brought in by the P V
Narasimha Rao-led Congress
government during the height of
the Ram temple movement, was
also meant to apply to the dis-
puted Kashi Vishwanath tem-
ple-Gyanvapi mosque complex
in Varanasi and the Krishna
Janmabhoomi temple-Shahi

Inother
courts,
@ otherpleas

EXPLAINED

THE 1991 Act, which left
Ayodhya to the courts,
froze the status of a place
of worship as was on the
day of India’s independ-
ence. While the Supreme
Court is still to decide
the challenge to the Act,
suits are being filed in
different courts for
surveying mosques
believed to have been
built on sites where
temples once existed.

Idgah mosque complex in
Mathura.

Several petitions have chal-
lenged the Act, saying it bars the
remedy of judicial review which
the Supreme Court, in its 1980
judgment in Minerva Mills Ltd.
& Ors vs Union Of India & Ors,
said was a basic feature of the
Constitution and, therefore, out-
side the legislative competence

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Where do you wish to witness

nature’'s masterpiece?

Japan? Taiwan? Korea? China? or
in all of these countries together?

Chalo, Bag Bharo, Nikal Pado!

with Veena World
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Experience the enchanting cherry blossom season with Veena World. With 150+ sales
offices, 1000+ dedicated team members, and 350+ expert tour managers, Veena World
ensures every detail of your journey is seamlessly planned. Seats are limited, and the
cherry blossoms won’t wait. So, pack your bags! With limited tours, seats will fill fast.

THEWEEK  BUSINESS TODAY BUSlNESé WORLD

12-24LPA 16-67LPA

AVERAGE HIGHEST

e Research & Business Analytics

PLACEMENTS INTER- ‘

PGDM 2022-24 2‘.2}'5%“3”

APPLY : Forms.Lb5|m ac.in e §EICR G Appl.y : 15 Dec 2024 (Sunday)

k3 Dwarka Sector-11, Delhi (Near Dwarka Sec-11 Metro)
011-25307781 /779 / 777 9540310092, 8840190140, 9811320320
(=] admission@Lbsim.ac.in www.Lbsim.ac.in

epaperrndranexpress com .. .

All of Japan e |
13 Days-Feb 1, Mar 15
400000 - 440000 =

Marvels of Japan
NG - Mar 22, Apr 5
260000 - 375000 %

Wonders of Japan
9 Days - Mar 24, Apr1
290000 - 300000 %

Best of Japan
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Group tour price includes return airfare, transport, accommeaodation, all meals: breakfast-lunch-dinner,
sightseeing with entrance fees, driver tips, travel insurance’, services of a Tour Manager and VISA fee.

Monday-Saturday 10 to 7
travel@veenaworld.com
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Weena Waorld Tour Manager
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e Assad regime fights for survival

week ago appeared to have a
firm grip over much of the coun-
try, now seemed to be facing a
possible breach of Damascus.

In addition to the protests,
the main rebel offensive had by
Saturday reached the outskirts
of the strategic city of Homs, only
about 100 miles (160 km) from
the seat of al-Assad’s power in
Damascus.

The new uprisings present
the gravest challenge in years to
al-Assad. It is unclear what re-
sources he can marshal to de-
fend the rapidly shrinking terri-
tory under his control, especially
without the help of one of his
staunchest allies, Iran, which be-
gan to evacuate its military com-
manders and personnel from
Syria on Friday.

Russia, his other important
ally through nearly 14 years of
civil war, has offered only limited
aid.

The British-based war moni-
tor Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said government
forces have pulled out of a num-
ber of suburbs of the capital, in-
cluding Moadamia al-Sham and
Daraya, and the nearby Mezzeh
military airport. That could not
immediately be confirmed.

The Observatory also re-
ported that residents of another
Damascus suburb, Jaramana,
came out inan anti-government
protest, chanting anti-Assad slo-
gans and pulling down a statue
of Hafez al-Assad, the current
president’s father and predeces-
SOT.

Syrian state media reported
that al-Assad was still in
Damascus.

al-Assad’s control in southern
and northeastern Syria, too, ap-
peared to be crumbling, with a
different coalition of rebel fac-
tions capturing much of Daraa
Province in the south, and U.S.-
backed Kurdish-led forces mov-
ing into the city of Deir al-Zourin
the northeast, according to the
Observatory.

The group leading the main
offensive said it was preparing to
surround the capital, which
rebels had attacked early on in
the civil war but had not entered
since.

“Our forces have begun im-
plementing the final phase of
encircling the capital
Damascus,” arebel commander,
Lt. Col. Hassan Abdulghani, said
on Saturday afternoonin a state-
ment posted on the rebels’
Telegram channel. He gave no
further details and it was notim-
mediately clear whether any op-
eration on the ground near
Damascus was underway.

“We have started sending
more reinforcements from the
north and south to the axes of
the capital Damascus to support
our ongoing operations there,”
he said hours later.

Russia and Iran both lent ro-
bust military support to al-Assad
over the last decade, proving cru-
cial to his survival through Syria’s
civil war.

Butlate on Friday, Iran moved
to start evacuating military com-
manders and other personnel
from Syria, according to Iranian
and regional officials.

There were also few signs
that another major ally, Russia,
was coming to the Syrian govern-
ment's aid, beyond some limited
airstrikes. Russia intervened in
Syria’s civil war in 2015 and
helped keep al-Assad in power
by bombarding rebel-held areas

into submission. But now the
Russian military is stretched thin,
with much of its air and ground
force tied up in Ukraine.

Analysts said Russia sees lit-
tle incentive to intervene more
forcefully in Syria given the ap-
parent ineffectiveness of al-
Assad’s own forces.

“The Syrians need to be the
ones defending Homs,” said
Anton Mardasov, a Moscow-
based military analyst focusing
on the Middle East. “If they are
running away, then no one will
be fighting in their place.”

Still, the opposition fighters
inHoms were facing some of the
stiffest resistance they have en-
countered so far from the gov-
ernment forces there, who are
trying to block the rapidly mov-
ing rebel advance heading to-
ward Damascus.

Syrian government forces are
stationed on the outskirts of
Homs and were shelling areas
newly captured by the rebels, ac-
cording to the Observatory. There
were also clashes between rebels
and government forces north of
the city, the war monitor said.

“Syria is witnessing a historic
change,” the rebels said in a state-
ment released on their official
Telegram channel. “And the peo-
ple’s message has become clear:
There is no place for injustice, no
return to tyranny, and the end is
closer than Bashar imagines.”

An array of different groups
have been taking territory from
the government in other parts of
the country as well.

Government forces and their
Russian allies withdrew from
more than a dozen positions in
the southwestern province of
Quneitra near Israel and rebels
took over the positions, accord-
ing to the Observatory.

In eastern Syria, government
forces in the city of Deir al-Zour
have nearly entirely withdrawn
from their positions, including
from the airport and a military
base, according to the
Observatory. In their place,
Kurdish-led forces backed by the
US have sent military reinforce-
ments and released prisoners
from a military prison there, the
war monitoring group said.

With Syria’s allies pulling
back, the weakness of the na-
tional military has come on full
display.

US officials, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said
Damascus could soon be under
threat. A senior State Department
official said al-Assad needed
ground forces and that Iran
would be hesitant to provide any.

The main rebel offensive now
approaching Homs is led by the
Islamist group Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham. It has taken major cities
and large parts of four provinces
since launching a surprise offen-
sive last week out of its base in
northwestern Syria.

In the southern province of
Daraa — where the Syrian upris-
ing against al-Assad’s authoritar-
ian rule began in 2011 — a sepa-
rate grouping of local rebel
factions has taken control of
more than 80 percent of the
province after government forces
withdrew from checkpoints and
military headquarters, according
to the Observatory.

And in the neighboring
province of Sweida, a different
array of local opposition groups
attacked police and military
checkpoints and took control of
the main prison. NYT
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CJI-led bench to hear pleas
against Places of Worship Act

of Parliament. The Act, the peti-
tioners have said, also violates
the principle of secularism.

Hindu groups have been de-
manding that the Act be
scrapped. The government is yet
to take a stand on the issue be-
fore the court despite being is-
sued notice more than three
years ago.

The Act declares that the
character of a place of worship
as of August 15, 1947, shall be
maintained and that no suit or
proceeding shall lie in any court
inrespect of any dispute against
the encroachment of any reli-
gious properties at any point in
time before this date.

It also says that any such
pending proceeding shall stand
abated and that any proceeding
filed on the grounds that conver-
sion of religious place has taken
place after August 15, 1947, and
before September 18, 1991
(when the Act came into exis-
tence), shall be disposed of to
maintain the status as existed on
August 15, 1947.

In the Minerva Mills judg-
ment, the Supreme Court had
said “the power of judicial re-
view is an integral part of our
constitutional system and with-
out it there will be no govern-
ment of laws, and the rule of law
would become a teasing illusion
and a promise of unreality”.

“If there is one feature of our

Constitution which, more than
any other, is basic and funda-
mental to the maintenance of
democracy and the rule of law, it
is the power of judicial review
and itis unquestionably a part of
the basic structure of the
Constitution,” it stated.

In June 2020, a Lucknow-
based trust, Vishwa Bhadra
Pujari Purohit Mahasangh, had
moved the Supreme Court, chal-
lenging the Act. A few days later,
the Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind, too,
approached the court, seeking
permission to be made a party in
the matter. The Jamiat told the
court that “even issuance of no-
tice in the... matter will create
fear in the minds of the Muslim
community with regard to their
places of worship, especially in
the aftermath of the Ayodhya
dispute and will destroy the sec-
ular fabric of the nation”.

Subsequently, a few more pe-
titions were filed in the matter,
including one by a representa-
tive of the erstwhile royal family
of Kashi. The court said it did not
want to multiply the number of
writ petitions on the same issue
and asked the parties to instead
file intervention applications.

Itissued notice on the clutch
of petitions and, on March 12,
2021, sought the Centre’s re-
sponse. Later, the hearing was
adjourned multiple times fol-
lowing requests from the Centre

for more time to respond. The
government is yet to file a reply.

The plea filed by the repre-
sentative of the erstwhile Kashi
royals said that “for a legislation
that shuts the doors of justice to
affected communities and par-
ties, it was “debated” only on
three dates i.e., 23.08.1991,
09.09.1991 and 10.09.1991, and
the Bill was passed on the last of
the said dates”.

“The debate of 23.08.1991
clearly captures the fact that the
period of seven days’ notice was
not afforded to the members of
the Lok Sabha before the Places
of Worship (Special Provisions)
Bill dated 22.08.1991 was intro-
duced,” the petition stated.

Opposing these petitions, the
management committee of the
Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi
too has filed an intervention ap-
plication, saying the “conse-
quences” of allowing such pleas
“are bound to be drastic”.

The mosque committee
pointed to the violence in
Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh, where
a court permitted the survey of
the Shahi Jama Masjid by allow-
ing an application for the ap-
pointment of a survey commis-
sioner the very day the suit was
presented.

“The incident led to wide-
spread violence and has claimed,
as per reports, at least six citi-
zens' lives. The declaration

sought by the petitioner would
mean such disputes raising their
head in every nook and corner of
the country and will ultimately
obliterate the rule of law and
communal harmony,” the com-
mittee stated.

Two days ago, former SC
judge Rohinton Nariman ex-
pressed concern over the suits
seeking surveys of mosques and
dargahs. “We find today, like hy-
dra heads popping up all over the
country, there is suit after suit
filed all over the place. .. Now not
only concerning mosques but
also dargahs. All this can lead to
communal tension and dishar-
mony, contrary to whatis envis-
aged in both our Constitution and
the Places of Worship Act,”
Justice Nariman said while deliv-
ering the inaugural lecture of the
Justice AM Ahmadi Foundation
on ‘Secularism and the Indian
Constitution’.

He also referred to what was
said of the Actin the 2019 verdict
on the Ayodhya matter by a five-
judge Constitution Bench. “This
very Constitution Bench spends
five pages on it and says that in
secularism, whichis a part of the
Basic Structure, you cannot look
backwards, you have to look for-
ward... Every religious place of
worshipis frozen to 15th August
1947.Now anybody who tries to
change this, those suits will
stand dismissed,” he said.

e India puts out advisory, days after Assad team held talks in Delhi

“Indians currently in Syria are
requested to remain in touch with
the Indian embassy in Damascus
attheiremergency helpline num-
ber +963 993385973 (also on
WhatsApp) and email ID
hoc.damascus @mea.gov.in for
updates,” it said.

“Those who can, are advised
to leave by the earliest available
commercial flights and others are
requested to observe utmost pre-
caution about their safety and re-
strict their movements to the
minimum,” it said.

On Friday, India said it is
closely following the unfolding sit-
uationin Syria.

“We have taken note of the re-
cent escalation in fighting in the
north of Syria. We are closely fol-
lowing the situation,” MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said.

“There are about 90 Indian na-

tionals in Syria, including 14 who
are working in various UN organ-
isations. Our mission remains in
close contact with our nationals
for their safety and security,” he
said.

Sources in South Block are
“surprised” at the sudden escala-
tion in fighting after almost eight
years of frozen conflict in the
country. Given that Assad’s
regime has survived the fighting
since 2011 and has held off the
rebels froma possible takeover of
Damascus makes New Delhi cau-
tious aboutany prediction thatthe
Assad regime will collapse any-
time soon.

But this time, Syria’s three
main allies — Russia, Iran and
Hezbollah — are either distracted
or weakened, sources in New
Delhi said, pointing out that this
has provided an opening to the
rebels.

With Russia fighting its own
war in Ukraine, Iran caught in a
conflict with Israel,and Hezbollah
having suffered a debilitating
blow in the last three months,
Assad’s army is on its own — and
is unable to defend some of the
key cities against groups, some of
which had links to Al Qaeda.

New Delhi, in fact, was prepar-
ing to revive its political and eco-
nomic ties with Damascus late last
month.

On November 29, India and
Syria held Foreign Office
Consultations in New Delhi,
where the Indian delegation was
led by Dr. Suresh Kumar, Joint
Secretary (WANA), Ministry of
External Affairs. The Syrian dele-
gation was led by Ayman Raad,
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates, Syria.

According to the MEA, the dis-
cussions reviewed the entire

range of India-Syriabilateral rela-
tions, with a renewed commit-
mentto energise the institutional
mechanisms between the two
countries,and both sides also dis-
cussed avenues to deepen the bi-
lateral relationship with special
focus on areas like pharmaceuti-
cals, developmental partnership
and capacity building. The two
sides also exchanged perspectives
on important regional and global
issues of mutual interest, it said.

India has been a keen devel-
opmental partner for Syria and is
alsoactively involved in capacity-
building of the Syrian youth.

The discussions at the diplo-
matic level were expected to con-
tribute to further strengthening of

the bilateral partnership, but !
sources said that given the current
- meetings with those who have a

situation, it is a “wait and watch”
stage for New Delhi for the time
being.

e MVA cracks widen as SP walks out over Uddhav aide’s post on Babri

The SP has been a part of the
larger MVA alliance which essen-
tially comprises the Congress,
Sena (UBT)and Sharad Pawar-led
NCP(SP).

The SP's move came after
Uddhav’s close aide and Sena
(UBT) MLC Milind Narwekar
posted an image of the Babri
Masjid demolition on X. The pic-
ture also showed Shiv Sena
founder Bal Thackeray, Uddhav
and his son Aaditya, along with a
caption in Marathi that read:
“Those who did this, I am proud
of them.” This was reportedly the
remark made by late Bal
Thackeray after the demolition of
Babri Masjid in Ayodhya on
December 6, 1992.

“(Uddhav) Thackeray joined
the MVAin 2019. At that time, he
vouched for secularism to win
the support of Congress. After
the defeat in the Assembly polls,
Thackeray is back to his old po-
sition justifying the Babri Masjid
demolition. This is unacceptable
to us. Therefore, we have decided
to walk out of the MVA,” Azmi
said.

In the Assembly polls, the in-
cumbent BJP-led Mahayuti,
which also includes the Eknath
Shinde-led Shiv Sena and Ajit

Pawar-headed NCP, pulled off a
stunning victory, bagging 230
out of 288 seats. Of the MVA
partners, the Sena (UBT) won 20
seats, with the Congress and the
NCP(SP) getting 16 and 10 seats
respectively.

The SP won two out of eight
seats it contested, including six
seats where it had a “friendly
fight” with the MVA allies.

“What is the use of continu-
ingin MVA? They don’t talk to us.
We were not part of strategies or
ticket distribution,” Azmi, who
won from the Mankhurd Shivaji
Nagar seat, said.

The Sena (UBT) camp hit back
at the SP, with its leader Bhaskar
Jadhav pointing out that his
party's stand on the Babri demo-
lition has remained the same
since 1992. He asked whether the
SP has taken note of the Sena's
stand after 32 years, accusing it of
allegedly tilting towards the
Mahayuti alliance now.

Last week, soon after the poll
results, Uddhav held a meeting
with party MLAs and corporators,
in which a majority of them ex-
pressed the view that the party
should revert to their original
Hindutva agenda. They said the
perception of the Sena ( UBT) “go-
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ing secular” has adversely af-
fected their electoral fortunes,
sources said.

While Uddhav reasoned
with them, saying that the party
had never compromised with its
Hindutva ideology, he urged
them to campaign aggressively
and explain it to people, sources
said.

The Sena (UBT) leader and
Leader of Opposition in the state
Legislative Council, Ambadas
Danve, had at that meeting
blamed “Congress overconfi-
dence” for the MVA debacle.

"Tilllast minute Congress kept
fighting for seats. This affected the
results. Had they projected
Uddhav Thackeray as the next
CM, we would have got 5 to 7 per
centmore votes," Danve claimed.

While the Sena (UBT) has
been insisting that it has contin-
ued tobe part of the MVA, a party
sectionis of the opinion that they
should now chart theirindepend-
ent course outside the MVA. In
the run-up to the coming
Brihanmumbai  Municipal
Corporation (BMC) polls, this sec-
tion argues, the party should re-
calibrate its position centred on
its original “Hndutva and son-of-
soil” plank.

Both the Congress and the
NCP(SP) tried to play down the
row. "The SPis a part of INDIA al-
liance. We will discuss the stand
taken by Abu Azmi with Akhilesh
Yadav (SPnational president)and
decide about it. We will also hold
talks with Abu Azmi and will con-
vince him to stay with the MVA,"
senior Congress leader Vijay

Wadettiwar said.
On Narvekar's post about the
Babri demolition, another

Congress leader said it will have
to be checked with senior Sena
(UBT) leaders to ascertain if it is
their party's official stand or
Narvekar's personal position.

NCP(SP) leader ]Jitendra
Awhad said, “He (Azmi) must
have saiditinanger.Iwill discuss
with him. Even our senior lead-
ers will hold talks with him and
find a way out of it."

Amid the row, Sena (UBT)
leader Danve said, "Sena UBT
never abandoned Hindutva. We
were always Hindutvawadi but
that doesn't mean our ideology
is against Muslims or we have
opposed Muslims ever. Our
Hindutva is related to national-
ism and patriotism. Our fight
was always against pseudo-sec-
ularism.”
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Who pays the bill? Exploring
gender, relationships & money
featuring Nikhil Taneja

Leeza Mangaldas speaks to Nikhil Taneja
about gender roles and how money impacts
modern relationships. From splitting bills
to addressing societal pressures, this
coversation is a must-listen for all
rethinking relationship dynamics

ing Gautam Adani, his nephew,

- and his group for bribery, ex-

change fraud and other alleged vi-
olations of US law.

The BJPalso slammed Gandhi
for citing reports by an overseas
web portal - the Organized Crime
and Corruption Reporting Project
(OCCRP) - which, it said, "singu-
larly focused” on targeting the
Adani Group and itsalleged close-
ness to the government to under-
mine PM Modiwith "baseless" al-
legations.

The BJP spokesperson cited a
report by French portal Mediapart
that OCCRPwas funded by the US
Agency for International
Development and "other deep
state figures" like billionaire in-
vestor George Soros. "The deep
state had a clear objective to desta-
bilise India by targeting Prime
Minister Modi," the BJP said.

It added, "It has always been
the US State Department behind
this agenda... OCCRP has served
as a media tool for carrying out a
deep state agenda.”

"AFrenchinvestigative media
group has revealed that 50% of
OCCRP's funding comes directly
from the US State Department,”
Patra said.

The BJP spokesperson thenac-
cused Rahul of being a "traitor of
the highest order”. He also said
that "some agencies of America"
and Soros make a "dangerous tri-
angle trying to destabilise India".

Patra's allegations were
echoed by his party colleague
Nishikant Dubey in Parliament
who accused the Congress of
"conspiring with foreign forces"
toderail “India’s success story” be-
cause of their "hatred" for Modi.

InRajya Sabha, MP Sudhanshu
Trivedi raised the issue with BJP
leaders alleging that the Congress
had stalled Parliament on the ba-
sisof reports published by OCCRP,
including on the Pegasus spying
row, the efficacy of Covid-19 vac-
cines developed in India, and the
Hindenburg report against the
Adani group.

Dubey said many of these me-
dia reports coincided with
Parliament sessions in India. He
called for Gandhi to be investi-
gated for meeting with Soros, who
he claimed "routinely conspires
to derail economies of other coun-
tries”, and American lawmakers
like Ilhan Omar, who have
strongly opposed Modi and his
administration. "The Congress
must answer... what transpired in

history of peddling anti-India

responsibility of the family mem-
bers to restrain their sonif he was
planning to throw stones...
Three groups were firing at each
other. We have evidence, but our
priority right now is to restore
peace.”

On Saturday, asked about the
video purportedly showinga po-
lice personnel firing, Singh said,
“The death of four people after
sustaining bullet injuries is part
of the investigation. How they
were killed and who shot at them
is part of our probe. Once we
have the report, it will be clear.”

Bishnoi said that on the day
of the Shahi Jama Masjid survey,
the police were tasked with en-
suring the safety and security of
the mosque and the surveyors.

The action on November 24
took place after the district court
allowed the Archaeological
Survey of India to survey the
mosque following a petition
claiming it was originally a tem-
ple. The first round of the survey
was conducted on November 19,
the day the petition was filed and
heard at the district court, but au-
thorities said they could not com-
plete it satisfactorily.

Divisional Commissioner
Singh said authorities did not an-
ticipate such a huge crowd dur-

e US responds to BJP allegation

. Patra’s remarks came days after
- theUS Department of Justice and
- market regulator Securities and
- Exchanges Commission filed in-
- dictments in US courts implicat-

agenda onRahul Gandhi's foreign
tours,” he said.

AsTrivedi finished his address,
Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar said he had raised a se-
rious issue and Opposition MPs
would be allowed to present their
views. “We cannot allow the
largest democracy to be made
dysfunctional by the deep state,”
he said, even as the Opposition
MPs protested.

Calling it the "most unfortu-
nate incident”, Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor slammed Dubey
and his "outrageous statement”.

"Number 1, you cannot attack
people in a defamatory manner.
Number 2, you cannot take any-
one's name without giving them
notice in writing in advance, and
number 3,you cannot assault par-
liamentary privilege. He violated
all those three rules and he was al-
lowed to go on speaking and rant-
ing for quite some time... so we ob-
jected to that. The House was
initially adjourned. We went to
see the Speaker and we said this
has to be expunged from the
record. The person must apolo-
gise," Tharoor said.

Congress leaders said that all
this was a cover for “agents of
Adani” torushto hisdefenceinthe
face of a range of allegations of
corruption and wrongdoing by
the business group.

Inastatement, OCCRP denied
the allegations about its funding
and the suggestion “that we are
influenced by our donors”. OCCRP
also said that being a donor-
funded organisation, it had built
safeguards into its editorial
process and has always been open
aboutits funders. “All of these doc-
umentsare publicly available,” the
statement said.

Incidentally, last week, the
MEA had underlined India’s part-
nership with the US. Asked to
comment on Gandhi’s recent re-
marks at a Maharashtra poll rally
that Modi was losing his memory
like a former United States presi-
dent (areferencetoJoe Biden), the
MEA spokesperson said, “India
shares a multi-faceted partner-
ship with the United States and
this partnership has been built
over years of perseverance, to-
getherness, mutual respect and
commitment by both sides. We
see such remarks as unfortunate
and they’re not in keeping with
the warm and friendly ties with
the United States and do not rep-
resent the position of the
Government of India.”

The latest controversy also
comesamid US indictmentsin the
case against an Indian official for
an alleged assassination plot
against Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, a Khalistani activist in US.

“eSambhal violence

ing the second survey. “Keeping
in mind that during the first
round of the survey, only 50 men
had gathered at the mosque site,
we deployed the police force. We
could not foresee violence of any
kind. We had taken the commit-
tee members (of Shahi Jama
Masjid) into confidence, and we
believed that if things go out of
hand, we could use dialogue,”
Singh said.

On Friday (December 6), two
weeks after the violence, roughly
500 people offered namaz at the
mosque amidst heavy police de-
ployment and under drone sur-
veillance.

Those present included
District Magistrate Rajendra
Pensia, Additional District
Magistrate Vandana Mishra, and
Circle Officer Anuj Chaudhary.

Pensia said 34 people have
been arrested in connection with
the violence so far, and over 400
have beenidentified. Eleven FIRs
have been registered, including
four based on complaints by the
families of the deceased.

“After the families demanded
a probe, SIT teams were formed.
Their findings will take three
months,” said the Additional
Superintendent of Police,
Sambhal, Anukriti Sharma.
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‘AB NAHIN SAHENGE, BADAL KE RAHENGFE’

BJP launches poll slogan ‘imported’ from its Chhattisgarh campaign

JATINANAND
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER/

THE BJP seems to have imported
the poll slogan from its
Chhattisgarh campaign — where
it tripled its tally of seats in last
year’s Assembly elections, asitre-
turned to power in the state after
five years — to the Capital, evenas
efforts to finalise candidates forits
firstlist, likely to be announced by
December 15, gathered pace.
Afteritwaslaunched ataparty
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event on Saturday, sources
pointed out how ‘Ab Nahin
Sahenge, Badal Ke Rahenge’ (Now
we won't tolerate it, we will bring
change) was “more than similar”
to ‘Au Nai Sahibo, Badal Ke Rahibo’
- the BJP’s poll slogan in
Chhattisgarh almost a year ago.

The slogan kicked off a politi-
cal storm, coming under fire from
AAP convenor and former Delhi
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal al-
most instantly.

“I had already said thatif they
are voted to power, all the work

SE CHARGESHEET

Three students died at basement of Rau’s IAS Study Circle
in Old Rajinder Nagar in July. File

Insufficient drainage
system, unstable gates
— CBI flags various
flaws that led to death
of three IAS aspirants

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER/

AN INSUFFICIENT drainage sys-
tem, highly unstable main en-
trance gates used as floodwater
barriers, a cubicle with a lock-
able door at the entry point that
got blocked preventing stu-
dents' escape — these are the
key submissions by the CBlinits
chargesheet in the drowning
case of three students at the
basement of Rau’s IAS Study
Circle in Old Rajinder Nagar in
July this year.

The danger of flooding
"could be fathomed by an ordi-
nary passerby",and by allowing
the students to use the base-
ment, the coaching centre
risked their lives, the CBl alleged
inthe chargesheet submitted in
Delhi's Rouse Avenue Court.
Currently, the agency is probing
the angle of corruption, The
Indian Express has learnt.

Meanwhile, nearly five
months after the July 27 inci-
dent, the Supreme Court Friday
sought a response from states
on the model rules drafted to
prevent such instances at
coaching centres.

According to the CBI
chargesheet, there was moder-
ate rainfall — as per India
Meteorological Department
standards — on July 27, as a re-
sult of which, the main road in
front of Rau's IAS got flooded.
Thisis in contrast to the submis-
sion of the accused's counsel
that there was "heavy rainfall”
onthedayof theincident.Inthe
evening, around 30 students
were in the basement when the
incident took place, the probe
agency stated.

Soon, a Force Gurkha SUV
was being driven on the road
near the coaching centre's main
entrance steel gates. The gates,
which were used to prevent
rainwater from entering the
premises, however, could not
withstand the pressure created
by the vehicle on the fateful day,
the CBI said. Thisresulted in the
basement flooding. The vehicle
driver Manuj Kathuria was ar-
rested and granted bail by a
Delhi Court a few days later.

The CBI further alleged that
the drainage system in the lo-

cality was insufficient to carry
the floodwater load. The
chargesheet, however, pointed
out that no pipe of Delhi Jal
Board had burst in the area on
the day of the incident.

Italso submitted anIIT Delhi
report that stated that the main
entrance gates of the building

done by the AAP government
with the people of Delhi over the
last ten years will be stopped.
Today, the BJP has officially an-
nounced that they will change
everything,” Kejriwal posted on X.

He alleged that this meant
availability of 24x7 electricity will
end, long powercuts will return
and free electricity will stopinad-
dition to flagship AAP government
welfare schemes.

“Free bus travel for women
will end. Government schools will
once again be destroyed. All mo-

halla clinics will shut down, and
free medicines and treat-
ment in government
hospitals will cease... To
ensure the continua-

tion of the facilities we
have provided, people

A poster with BJP’s poll slogan. X/@BJP4Delhi

BJP’s slogan for change - ‘Now we
won'’t tolerate it, we will bring
change’ - hasbecome immensely

On coldest day of season,
air back in ‘poor’ category

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 7

AS DELHI recorded its coldest
morning of the season on Saturday
witha minimum temperature of 7.1
degrees Celsius, three notches be-
low the season's average, its air qual-
ityindex (AQI)dropped to the 'poor’
category, after being in the 'moder-
ate' category for three days.

The 24-hour average AQI of the
citywasrecordedat233 at4 pmon
Saturday, marking a deterioration
fromFriday's reading of 197. The air
had been 'moderate’ for the last
three days because of sustained
strong winds and bright sunshine.

The Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology, Pune has forecast the
AQI in Delhi will likely be in 'poor’
category on Sunday and Monday,
worsening to 'very poor' on
Tuesday. It is set to fluctuate be-
tween 'very poor’ and 'poor’ in the
subsequent six days. A western dis-
turbance persists, which is likely to
bring rainfall in Delhi on Sunday.

Saturday, meanwhile, saw a
maximum temperature of 25.4 de-
grees Celsius, a notch above normal,
according to the India
Meteorological Department (IIMD).

The temperatures will fall after a
marginal increase on Sunday, to 6
degrees Celsius in the coming days,
the IMD said in its forecast.

Last December, the lowest min-
imum temperature was recorded
on the 15th, at 4.9 degrees Celsius.

The IMD marks a ‘cold day’ or a
‘severe cold day’ when the maxi-
mum temperature is below the nor-
mal by 4.5 degrees or more.
Similarly, a ‘cold wave’ or ‘severe
cold wave’ is recorded when the
minimum temperatureis below the
normal by 4.5 degrees or more. The
last two years have not witnessed
any 'cold wave' days in December.
In 2020, however, seven 'cold wave'
days were recorded in the month.

There was a significant drop in
minimum temperatures over many
parts of Northwest India on
Saturday. The minimum was
recorded at 4.5 degrees Celsius at
Hisar, 5.6 degrees Celsius at Chury,
and 6 degrees Celsius at Karnal and
Patiala. Humidity levels oscillated
between 43 and 89 per cent.

According to IMD, cold wave
conditions will prevail over parts of
Northwest India after Monday.
There will be shallow fog and alow
probability of moderate fog condi-
tions on Sunday.

popular among the people within
afew hours... Kejriwalis well
aware that the BJP’s slo-
gan has rapidly gained
popularity among the
youth and women in
Delhi, leading them to

must vote for the AAP” make a firm resolve to

he added. DECISION| oustthecorruptandinef-
Hitting back, Delhi 2025 ficient government.”

BJP president Virendra “— DELHI — Sachdeva sought to

Sachdeva said, “The emphasise that the peo-

ple of Delhi were fully aware that
the BJP, if it comes to power, will
not stop free electricity and water

or remove pink tickets (women
can commute for free in public
buses in Delhi). “However, those
mired in corruption, such as
Kejriwal, (AAP's Manish) Sisodia,
and Satyendar Jain, will face bad
days and corruption cases,” he
added.

Meanwhile, the Delhi BJP on
Saturday went into back-to-back
huddles to finalise 30 to 35 candi-
dates foritsfirstlist of contenders
by the end of next week. Sources
said the list could be announced
by December 14 or 15.

were highly unstable to be used
as floodwater barriers.
Inspection by IIT Delhi ex-
perts, the agency stated, found
that 8-inch ‘risers’ had been
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DELHI TRAFFIC POLICE

is Organizing
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At Seven Court Complexes on

constructed to prevent water
from entering the basement
and two pumps were installed
to pump out water. A "choked"
water harvesting pit was also
present at the entrance of the
coaching centre, the agency
stated.

"All the four co-owners of
the basement...let out the base-
ment to M/s Rau’s IAS Study
Circle for being used for com-
mercial purposes despite hav-
ing knowledge that the base-
ment could be used only for the
purpose of household storage,
parking, etc,” the CBI stated cit-
ing a completion-cum-occu-
pancy certificate, dated August
2021, of the building. The own-
ers received a monthly rent of
Rs 4 lakh and the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
had, on August4,2023,issueda
show-cause notice to the coach-
ing centre with a direction to
stop the misuse of the property.

The CBI further submitted
that a month before the acci-
dent, Kishor Singh Kushwaha,
a civil services aspirant, had
lodged an online complaint
against the basement being
used for coaching purposes
and thus endangering stu-
dents. Students and staff told
the CBI that the basement
flooding was a regular affair, it
was submitted.

The investigating agency
had in October filed the
chargesheet against six accused,
namely Parvinder Singh,
Harvinder Singh, Sarabjit Singh,
and Tajinder Singh — the co-
owners of the building where
Rau'sIAS wasallegedly running
a library in the basement;
coaching centre CEO Abhishek
Gupta; and centre coordinator
Deshpal Singh. Currently, all the
accused are out on interim bail.

Received ransom threat
message, informed Delhi
Police: MoS Sanjay Seth

Ranchi: Union Minister of State
for Defence Sanjay Seth on
Saturday said that he has re-
ceived a ransom threat mes-
sage and informed the Delhi
Police and Jharkhand DGP in
this regard.

Seth said he received the
threat message demanding a
ransom of Rs 50 lakh from an
unknown number on his mo-
bile phone on Friday. The
sender allegedly also gave a life
threat to him.

"I have already informed
Delhi Police and Jharkhand

DGP on Friday in this regard.
Senior officials of Delhi Police
including a DCP visited me and
[have informed them," the BJP
Lok Sabha MP from Ranchi
said. Seth said he was not wor-
ried about such things.

Ranchi MLA CP Singh said,
"I came to know this morning
that the Union Minister of
State for Defence was given a
threat message and de-
manded Rs 50 lakh extortion.
Administration should take it
seriously and expose such el-
ements." PTI

LIC Golden Jubilee Foundation 15 pleased to announce Scholarships on All

India Basis

to students who have passed Std. xth [ Xlith / Diploma or

equivalent examinations with minimum 60% or equivalent CGPA grade in the
Academic Year 2021-22, 2022-23 or 2023-24 and have taken First Year
admission In the academic year 2024-25.

= General Scholarships for Boys & Girls pursuing higher studies in;

(i} Medi
Liour
(i) Voca
Instit

cine, Engineering, Graduation in any discipline, Diploma |
sa in.any field or Integrated Courses.

tional Course through Government BRecognised Colleges!
utes or Courses In Industrial Training Institutes (IT1),

= Special Scholarships for Girl Child for two years pursuing studies in;
(i} Class Xl & XHl / Intermediate under 10+ 2 Pattern,
(i) Diploma course in any field for two years after Xth

For Online A

pplication, other eliglbility conditions and details of the Scheme,

kindly refer to hitps:/ficindia.in
Last date for submission of online apphcation is 22.12.2024.

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

An IS0 - 9001, 14001 & OHSAS 18001 Unit

intimate on

Online GeM bids are invited in Two Part Bid System for GeM Custom Bid:
GEM/2024/B/5626961 for "Procurement of 40T Crane”. Part:| Bid

Opaning Date: 10.01.2025, For further details and downloading of Tender
Documents  wisit

https:/igem.gov.in, https://eprocure.gov.in. For any clarfication please

273050, Any amendment’ modification to the NITs will be displayed only
an above websites. Bidders are advised fo visit the above websites regularly,

Vijaipur Unit: Vijaipur-473111, Distt. Guna (M.P.)
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

websites: http:/lwww.nationalfertilizers.com,

: karthikp@nfl.co.in or spandey@nfl.co.in, Ph. 07544-

14.12.2024

Court Complexes

DWARKA | ROHINI | KARKARDOOMA | ROUSE AVENUE
PATIALA HOUSE | SAKET | TIS HAZARI

To download and take printout of the Notice/Challans
Log on to the Delhi Traffic Police Website:-

https://traffic.delhipolice.gov.in/notice/lokadalat
or Scan the QR Code

This link will be activated from 9.12.2024 at 10:00 AM
till the limit of Challans/Notices gets exhausted

DP/9T732/2024

For more details, Follow us on:- (B WhatsApp - 8750871493 ) @dptratic @ @diptratiic @) @diptrafic
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Sasta Ghar Housing Scheme

starting Price ¥ 24 Lakh
452.08 to 478.56 sq. ft.

Affordable housing for
LOW-Income group

All 224 DDA flats in the EWS category at Loknayakpuram are now sold out.

Welcome New Year

at Your Home

DDA Housing Scheme 2024
LIG & MIG Flats In

Loknayakpuram

Madhyam Vargiya Housing Scheme |
Starting Price ¥ 118 Lakh
1442 36 t0 1517.71 sq. ft.

Price offered is same as
in the last year's scheme

First Come First Serve Basis

T et

AL

Scan OR code
for more

!E & information
DELHI -
METRO
Increasing connectivity Nearest Metro |
through developmentof | Station Mundka
new residential and Industrial Area
commercial projects (Green Line)

For more details, dial toll free number: 1800110332 | To apply, Visit: www.dda.gov.in or www.eservices.dda.orgin | Follow us on: Eddaofficial Eofficial_dda & official_dda_

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .
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WHY NAVIGATING DELHI AT NIGHT IS APROBLEM FOR MANY

Capital’s Labyrinth

It’s like driving through a maze! For residents, delivery agents and cab drivers, barricades set up
across Delhi's localities by the police and RWAs have become a nightly nuisance. The Indian Express
visits several localities to find out how what started as a safety measure is now an inconvenience.

KALKAJI

HIMANSHUHARSH
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER7

IT'S JUST past midnight.
Abhishek and Sonu are navigat-
ing the streets of Green Park on
their bikes. “We can’t find a way
out!” the delivery agents ex-
claim, checking the GPS map on
their phones, their faces a mix-
ture of exhaustion and frustra-
tion. Abhishek claims they went
to four points but to no avail.

“Google Maps showed a clear
path. But when we got here, the
route was closed. We have been
stuck inside for almost 20 min-
utes,” the duo says, staring at a
locked RWA gate at the end of
Block Cin Green Park Extension.
There was no security guard.

The green bars of Gate No. 12
separate the stretch from Chaud-
hary Hukum Chand Marg. “CLO-
SED 11 PMTO 5 AM...24 HRS. EXIT
& ENTRY AUROBINDO MARG
NEAR YESBANK,” the white paint
on it reads. The other end of the
stretch is similarly blocked — and
unmanned — a few inches of
metal barring commuters’ access
to Hauz Khas Village Road.

“My delivery time is running
out, I will have to compensate for
the delay,” Sonu shakes his head.

When most of Delhi sleeps,a
network of barricades quietly
emerges across the city’s afflu-
ent localities. Intended to com-
bat thefts and car burglaries,
these gates and barricades, set
up by the Delhi Police in collab-
oration with Residents’ Welfare
Associations (RWAs), have now
become a nuisance for com-
muters and residents alike.
Several of these barricades are
unmanned, forcing Delhiites to
navigate road after road toreach
their destination. Even those
manned by police personnel or
security guards are justas bad —
personnel at the barricade sim-
ply point you to another route.

The issue even reached the
Delhi High Court in February
2022, which took suo motu note
of the presence of unmanned
barricades onroads. It had asked
the Delhi Police to place on
record the protocol they follow
in setting up barricades.

In January 2023, the Delhi
Police referred to a standing or-
derissued on March 31,2022, in
the court which stated that “bar-
ricades put up by Delhi Police or
RWAs shall always be manned
and under no circumstance, it
shall remain unmanned”.

Police alsofiled a status report
on January 6, 2023, which stated
that barricades have been put up
at 773 locations by the force — of
these, 714 are manned by their
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CHAUDHARY HUKUM CHAND MARG

staff and barricades at 59 locations
or colonies are being manned by
staff of the respective RWAs.

The Indian Express contacted
Special CP Ravinder Singh Yadav
(Law & Order Zone 1); Special CP
Madhup Tiwari (Law & Order
Zone 2); Special CP Ajay
Chaudhary (Traffic Zone 2); Joint
CP(Southern Range)Sanjay Jain;
DCP Ankit Chauhan (South); DCP
Ravi Kumar Singh (Southeast);
and DCP Surendra Chaudhary
(Southwest) for comment but re-
ceived no response.

The Indian Express spent
three nights visiting 20 locations
— only five had security person-
nel who stand guard and don’t
let anyone through.

GREEN PARK, SAFDARJUNG
SOUTHWEST DELHI
DISTRICT POLICE

Inboth these neighbourhoods,
yellow barricades and green gates
cordon off the streets between 11
pm and 5 am. Barricades at key
routes like Nauroji Nagar Marg,
Chaudhary Jhandu Singh Road
and Chaudhary Hukum Chand
Marg were unmanned and cutdi-
rect access to Africa Avenue and
Sri Aurobindo Marg.

Pointing to an unmanned bar-
ricade at Chaudhary Hukum
Chand Marg near Gurdwara Sikh
Sangat, an auto driver in Green
Park says, “To cross it, you have to
take a 5-km detour to an open

road near Rajinder DaDhaba.” The
detour goes all around Safdarjung
Hospital. “It’s wasting people’s
time, money, and fuel,” he adds.
Arvind, an MNC professional
who recently moved to
Safdarjung Enclave, recalls his
frustration after a late work shift:
“I drove for nearly an hour and
was greeted by unmanned barri-
cades one turn after another like
a maze. Google Maps was of no
help. I had to keep stopping and
asking people for the way inside.”

LAJPAT NAGAR

SOUTHEAST DELHI
DISTRICT POLICE

The situationis no differentin
thislocality, too. Unmanned barri-
cades erected by policeand RWAs
cut off broad roads like Veer
Savarkar Marg from Lala Lajpat Rai
Marg. A motorcyclist, attempting
to slip through narrow gaps be-
tween unmanned barriers near a
Naturalsice cream outlet, gives up
after a few frustrating tries.

Not far from there, in front of
the CBlock gate in Lajpat Nagarl,
a delivery man, Prakash, strug-
gles with the unattended barri-
ers under the Defence Colony
Flyover. “The customer is calling
again and again. It’s really frus-
trating,” he says.

Another delivery person,
overhearing him, says, “follow
me to get out.” As he leaves,
Prakash grumbles, “Poori Delhi he

No diesel autorickshaws in Gurgaon from Jan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, DECEMBER7

DIESEL AUTORICKSHAWS will be
phased out by the end of the year
in Gurgaon, the district adminis-
tration said Saturday. While no
new diesel autorickshaws have
been registered in the district
from 2023, the existing ones will
be impounded by December 31.

Atameeting, Deputy Commi-
ssioner Ajay Kumar referred to the
directives by the Commission for

Air Quality Management (CAQM)
dated November 30, 2022 on
completely phasing out diesel au-
torickshaws by December 2026.
It also had suggested registering
only electric and CNG autorick-
shaws from January 2023.
Kumar noted that while dif-
ferent timelines have been set for
phasing out diesel autorickshaws
across the NCR, for districts such
as  Gurgaon, Faridabad,
Ghaziabad, and Gautam Buddha
Nagar, the deadline is December
31. The adjoining districts have

time until December 31, 2025.

He instructed all Sub-
Divisional Officers, Regional
Transport Authority secretaries,
and police officers to launch a
campaign by the end of this
month to ensure compliance
with the CAQM orders. Kumar
also directed officers to monitor
the passenger capacity of shared
autorickshaws and immediately
impound the three-wheelers
without registered numbers and
those being driven by individu-
als under 18 years of age.
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Barricades put up by police and RWAs at access points across

the Capital. Gajendra Yadav

band kar dete hain raat mein (The
whole of Delhi is shut at night).”

Upscale areas like Maharani
Bagh and New Friends Colony too
are no exceptions, where most of
the RWA gates remain shut with-
out guards at night hours.

CHITTARANJAN PARK,

GREATER KAILASH
SOUTH DELHI

DISTRICT POLICE

In these upscale localities,
though security personnel are sta-
tioned at most barricades, it is
similarly chaotic. For many locals,
they have become a nightly incon-
venience, resulting in long de-
tours, increased travel time, and,
inmany cases, unnecessary stress.

“Every night, it’s the same
story,” says a young woman,
who lives in CR Park. She says she
has to take a 3-km detour just to
cross a street, that is normally a
one-minute drive in the day-
time, while returning from work.

“At night, the arterial streets
onboth sides of the CR Park Main
Road are closed, without any se-
curity personnel, except for one...
[ have to go through the Ring
Road circling through Nehru
Enclave,” she points out.

Her friend argues, “An am-
bulance could get stuck at a bar-
ricade.Imagine if awomanis in
labour or there’s some medical
emergency, those few minutes
could mean the difference be-
tween life and death. And
there’s also no clear signage
about which roads are blocked...
It's chaotic.”

Cab driver Prakash concurs
with the women. “After 11 pm,
half of GK and CR Park s blocked
by barricades. Some passengers
walk to the car, others just can-
cel the ride.” New drivers, he
adds, or those unfamiliar with
the area can “waste hours trying
to find away inand out at night”.

A security guard in the area,

Dilip, however, disagrees.
“Thieves strike late at night and
take out the batteries, tyres, or
even break into parked cars,” he
says, arguing that the barricades
are necessary to deter crime.

Apoliceman atabarricadein
GK I echoes this sentiment, not-
ing that “most residents are fa-
miliar with the closures and can
navigate around them”.

In Block D at CR Park, a few
men wait for their friend ina car
near the police post. The road
leading inside is blocked. There’s
no policeman. Soon, their friend,
Ramesh, joins them as he
squeezes past through the gap at
the side of the yellow barricades.

“The problem isn’t the barri-
cades themselves, but how
they're managed,” the resident
says. “If they were willing to open
them for people who live here,
things would be easier. But many
times, there’s no one at these bar-
ricades. Evenif there are, they just
point you to take another road.”

In GKI, barriers installed just
days ago have cut off access from
Lala Lajpat Rai Marg at Hansraj
Gupta Marg, barely 1 km from
the GK I Police Station. “In fact,
only the Greater Kailash Road
and N Block have open roads, the
rest are all shut now,” explains
security guard Surender Gauri.

He adds that the barriers
were put in place after a series of
car thefts recently. “Two days
ago, a patient came in a private
car,and begged to be let through.
[ felt really bad, but what can we
do? Instructions are only to let
the residents out...can’t compro-
mise on the security of the area,”
he argues.

At the end of M Block Road
in GK I, the familiar yellow bar-
ricades are chained shut and a
few vehicles coming from
Alaknanda Road are forced to
reroute. A security personnel,
meanwhile, remains seated in
his booth, unmoving.

WAZIRPUR
Poor
’ 272
AQI
0 PM 2.5 500

0-50 Good [ 51-100 Satisfactory [ 101-200 Moderate ¥ 201-300 Poor [ 301-400 VeryPoor [l 401-500 Severe

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SHADIPUR SKYWATCH
Very Poor
<\t . December8
.Q. Smog/moderate fogin the
333 # ¥ morningand night. Possibility of
AQI light rain. Mainly clear sky.
0 PM 2.5 500
At 10PM MAX: 24 MIN: 8
0.8°C below normal 1.6 °C below normal

3 MURDERS IN 12 HOURS IN DELHI

Businessman shot dead

by assailants on bike

PRAGYNESH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER/

A 52-YEAR-OLD businessman,
who was returning home in East
Delhi from a morning walk, was
gunned down by two unidenti-
fied bike-borne assailants at Shah-
dara's Farsh Bazar early Saturday;,
one of three killings reported in
various parts of the Capital within
aspan of around 12 hours.

Earlier in the day,in Southeast
Delhi's Govindpuri, a man was
stabbed to death in an attack fol-
lowing a dispute over the cleanli-
ness of acommon toilet. The other
incident occurred in West Delhi's
Khayala, where a man strangled
his mother late Friday.

The police identified the de-
ceased as Sunil Jain, whoran a
utensils business at Krishna Nagar
inShahdara. He wasa pillionrider
on a scooter driven by his friend
Sumit and was returning home
around 8 am, when the assailants
attacked him on 60 Feet Road near
Swarn Cinema.

Shahdara DCP Prashanth
Gautam said, “Sunil Jain was re-
turning after his walk at Yamuna
Sports Complex when he was
shot.” An officer said Sumit has a
case lodged against him at
Gandhinagar police station. "He
was booked under the gambling
Act. Heis being interrogated about
the incident,” the officer added.

A morning walk at the sports
complexwith 15 to 20 friends, fol-
lowed by tea at 'Sonu Monu stall'
and feeding the birds, before
heading back home - this has
been Sunil's morning routine for
the past one decade. On Saturday
morning, it came toanabruptend.

He was on way home with
Sumit when 300 m away from his
shop, two-bike borne assailants
stopped their scooter. "They asked
his name, and thenapproached to
shoot him. Sunil offered them
whatever they wanted, but they
fired five rounds at him and then
fled,” an officer said.

Sitaram, a tailor who runs a
shop on the side of the road where
Sunil was shot, said he heard the
shots while on way to work. “Ileft
my house around 8 am... Midway;,
[ heard sound of firing, one after
another. By the timelIreached the
spot, Sunil was lying on the grou-
nd surrounded by pedestrians.”

SHAH TURNED DELHI
INTO JUNGLE RAJ,
SAYS KEJRIWAL

New Delhi: AAP national con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal Satur-
day directly held UnionHome
Minister Amit Shah responsi-
ble for the “worseninglaw and
order situation in Delhi”.

“Amit Shah ji has ruined
Delhi.He has turned Delhiinto
ajungleraj. Peoplearelivinga
life of terror everywhere. BJP
isnolongerable to handle the
law and order situation in
Delhi...,” Kejriwal alleged in a
post on X. Citing Sunil Jain’s
death, he added, “...How did
the criminals become so bold
as to shoot someone in broad
daylight and escape? How
have criminals become so
fearless in Delhi?”

The BJP countered Kejriwal
by accusing him of exhibiting
“dual standards” by “using
criminalincidents for political
gains”. “Today, when the peo-
ple of Delhi are demanding an-
swers from Kejriwal regarding
his government’s corruption -
whetheritis the Sheesh Mahal
scam, liquor scandal, deaths
caused by waterlogging and
electric shocks during mon-
soon, or the worsening condi-
tionof education, roads, health
infrastructure, and parks -
Kejriwal diverts attention by
using unfortunate criminal in-
cidents as a political shield to
avoid accountability,” Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva
alleged. ENS

The first to respond were
Sunil's morning walk mates.
"Sumit called us to say that some-
one has shot Sunil. We reached
the spot and informed his wife,"

ATTEMPTED TO COVER UP AS ROBBERY

Man kills mother after she
threatens to disinherit him
over a relationship: Police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 7

ON FRIDAY, a45-year-old woman
was found murdered at her West
Delhi house in what initially ap-
peared to be a part of robbery.
However, soon, police arrested
her younger son, 22-year-old
Sawan for allegedly strangling the
victim, Sulochana, following a
heated argument over his desire
to marry a woman which the
mother disapproved of.
According to police, after
killing Sulochana, Sawan, who
operates a goods vehicle, stole his
mother's earrings to make it look
like she was killed during robbery.
When the police arrived at
the scene around 8.30 pm, they
found no signs of robbery apart
from the missing earrings. The
items inside the Khayala house
were undisturbed, and the valu-
ables were intact, said the police,
which led them to suspect foul
play unrelated to a theft. The po-
lice registered a murder case,
and launched an investigation.
They questioned the family

and neighbours, and collected
technical evidence. “During the
entire process, the conduct of the
younger son was found suspi-
cious. After a thorough exercise
of local enquiry and collection of
technical data, Sawan was asked
specific and pointed questions.
He soon broke down and admit-
ted to committing the crime,”
said Vichitra Veer, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (West).

Sulochana’s husband passed
away in 2019. Apart from Sawan,
she has another son, Kapil, 26,
who works as an accountant.

According to the accused's
statement, his elder brother
Kapil’s marriage had been re-
cently fixed, and Sawan had ap-
proached his mother to discuss
marrying a girl of his choice, the
police said.

However, Sawan told the po-
lice that Sulochana threatened
to disinherit him if he pursued
the relationship, which deeply
upset him. Claiming he had con-
tributed all his earnings to the
family, Sawan felt betrayed and
planned the murder, investiga-
tors said.

Praveen Khanna
Police at the

Sunil Jain
(left) was
shot dead.

said Raja Jain, who deals in parts
of electric scooty. He was with
Sunil at Yamuna Sports Complex
in the morning.

At the Subzi Mandi mortuary,
waiting for the postmortem re-
port of his father-in-law, Ekansh
Jain said Sunil having any dispute
with anyone is highly unlikely.

"My mother-in-law called to
say that something has happened
to papa. When I reached the spot,
[got toknow that he was shot... He
would take the blame during any
argument just toend it. Frombusi-
nessmen torelatives, he was there
for everyone in the community,"
said Ekansh, who is married to
Sunil's daughter Shikha.

Sunil, a second generation
businessman, had been plying his
trade in Krishna Nagar for the last
20years. His father, Sukhmal Cha-
nd, had started the business at
Gandhi Nagar in 1970s. "He was
15 or 16 years old when he started
coming to the shop. He has stud-
ied till Class 10. He then moved to
Krishna Nagar, as he sensed more
opportunity there," said Sanjeev
Jain, Sunil's cousin. Heis alsoa part
of the group with whom Sunil
went to the sports complex.

Sunil's hunch proved right. In
the past decade, his business ex-
panded leaps and bounds, mak-
ing him one of the most well-
known names in the Jain business
community of the area. "Everyone
in the area knew Sunil sahab. His
shop provides utensils across
Delhi-NCR and even to other stat-
es," said Deepak Manocha, an
electronics traderwho hasa shop
near Sunil's 'Sanjay Bartan
Bhandaar'.

GOVINDPURI
Spat between
neighbours over
flushing toilet
leads to 1 death

New Delhi: A youth died after a
spat over the use of acommon toi-
let between neighbours turned vi-
olent in Govindpuri on the inter-
vening night of Friday and
Saturday. Ravi Kumar Singh,
Deputy Commissioner of Police,
South East, said, “Both parties are
tenants on the first floor and were
involved in the fight. The fight
started after a minor boy from
one family used the common toi-
let on the floor and failed to flush
afterwards.”

The victim,a 24-year-old man,
sustained stab wounds near his
heart as well as his face and scalp,
reportedly inflicted withakitchen
knife, said the police. He, along
with his 22-year-old brother and
their friend were rushed to AIIMS
Trauma Centre. The deceased suc-
cumbed to his injuries around 3
am, while his brother remains un-
fit to give a statement, the police
added. The friend was treated and
discharged.

The police have detained five
people, including a minor boy. A
murder case has been filed and
further probe is underway. A
forensic team also visited the
crime scene. ENS

CAT relief for constable aspirant, paves way for induction after 6 yrs

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER7

SONU BHATI was 19 years old
when he successfully cleared the
written and physical tests for the
post of a constable in the Delhi
Police in 2018. Yet, he couldn'tbag
the post. The reason? The Delhi
Police declined his appointment
forfailing to disclose two criminal
cases registered against him.
Fast forward six years and
Bhati was granted relief by Delhi’s

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .

Central Administrative Tribunal
(CAT), which directed the police
to consider his appointment wit-
hin two months, on December 4.
"..direct the respondents
(Delhi Police) to consider the ap-
plicant’s (Bhati's) appointment to
the post of constable (executive)
male ... within a period of two
months from the date of receipt
of a certified copy of this order,"
the CAT bench noted in its order.
The bench added that Bhati
would get all notional benefits,
such as fixation of pay and al-

lowances and security. "However,
he would not be entitled to any
payment of pay arrears under the
principle of 'no work no pay',” it
said.

Bhati, represented by advo-
cate Namit Saxena, had argued
that he was at the time of filling
his verification form for the post
of constable, unaware of the cases
lodged against him. "This Tribunal
has observed that when the ap-
plicant had filled in his verification
form on 08.03.2018, he was not
aware of the FIR(s) having been

filed against him," noted the CAT.

The Delhi Police, however, ar-
gued that Bhati had concealed
material information regarding
his involvement in the two cases.
Rejecting his candidature, the po-
lice had issued him a showcause
notice. The CAT, however, noted
that the FIRs against Bhati were
"technical and trivial" in nature. It
also noted that the FIRs had been
quashed and thathe was now "in-
nocent and blemish free”.

The FIRs were lodged against
in 2016. While one was regis-

tered under sections 323 (pun-
ishment for voluntarily causing
hurt) and 506 (criminal intimi-
dation) of the IPC, the other was
lodged under Section 110 (secu-
rity for good behavior from ha-
bitual offenders) of CrPC.
Saxena told The Indian Express
that the first IRwaslodged on the
basis of acomplaint filed by Bhati's
neighbours. A magistrate courtin
Gautam Buddha Nagar had ac-
quitted him in the case on
September 5, 2018. The second
case wasdropped onJuly 14,2018.
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ADVERTORIAL

The Bharat Story
Takes Centre
Stage at the
Ahmedabad
International Book
Festival

the island’s Indian heritage,” notes Shiksha A discussion on the book ‘The Golden Road: How celebrated wholly without drawing focus to regional

Dhunputh, a Mauritian research student, Ancient India Transformed the World’ furthered this sensibilities that strengthen the country’s global
pursuing a Ph.D in Hindi at Ahmedabad. “Hindi sentiment by throwing light on the role India played in appeal. In addition to giving a platform to literary and
literature thrives in Mauritius. Moreover, festivals the ancient world - that of the heart of ancient Eurasia culinary voices and ideas, the AIBF brought film and
like Ganesh Chaturthi and Maha Shivaratri are and a confident exporter of ideas, art, religions, cinema under its multi-faceted fold. The Children’s
celebrated with great enthusiasm,” she adds speaking technology, astronomy, music and literature. Film Festival — brought to the festival courtesy an
of the prevalence of Indian culture in Mauritius. NBT - AICFF partnership - brought poignant titles
Bence Fustos, also a Hindi scholar but from Hungary from global filmmakers to a screen at the festival,
adds that the Hungarian students of Hindi even in Ahmedabad. “I was just looking at the stalls and
observing Hindi Divas. Both the students, Bence was making my way to another spot, when | caught
FUstos and Siksha Dhunputh, spoke at the Ahmedabad glimpses of the screening at the entrance to the hall.
International Book Festival (AIBF) on the topic “Hindi: The film being played looked interesting so | just went
The Language that Binds. in. I'm glad | did though, | stayed on till the end,” says
an audience member.

(14 I n Mauritius, Hindi is a vital part of life, reflecting venue that values inclusivity and cultural depth.” AIBF as a testament that the Bharat Story cannot be

The legacy of India’s relationship with the rest of the
world is a thought not restricted to the International
Literary Stage. The Culinary Literary Stage (Rasoi aur
Kitaab) hosts discussions that encourage visitors and
audiences to further explore food Indian food items,
that have already proudly made a mark for themselves
on the global map. These include sessions on ‘sattu’
and the protein-rich legacy of Indian wellness and on
‘millets’. For example, at an AIBF session chef Arpit
Sagar highlighted how India has its own, homegrown
international soup, the ‘Mulligatawny’ soup.

For visitors, there’'s ample opportunity at AIBF’s
(Gyaan Ganga) section in case they'd want to get
into some learning and experimenting of their own.
Apart from a block-printing workshop, artists even
hosted live demonstrations of their art - Mata ni
Pachedi (a centuries-old traditional art form) and
conceptual live painting, to name a few. The event
also held workshops focussed on engaging children
at the Children’s Pavilion (Pragya Shivir), ranging
from learning the basics of Spanish and Gujarati folk
songs, to a session on Chandrayaan 3 (led by ISRO-
scientist Jaimin Tanna) and a session on developing
emotional intelligence.

"The AIBF has hosted not just visitors across
nationalities, but also prolific authors and speakers
across continents and oceans that recognise the age Further, AIBF's Cultural Stage (Rangmanch) gives
old literary and cultural connections between India and a platform to artists and art forms from across the
the rest of the world. For instance, author and cultural country — and in some instance, even beyond. For
ambassador Dr. Guillermo Rodriguez Martin kickstarted instance, Spanish-origin dancer and researcher in
the International Stage with a session on ‘In Search of Indian performing arts, Monica de la Fuente performed
Soma: from the Vedas to the poetry of A.K. Ramanujan.” Bharatnatyam and Flamenco for audiences at AIBF
“Ahmedabad is a UNESCO World Heritage City and on day 1. Since then, a brilliant mix of artists have
is also known for books and literature and the vibrant enthralled visitors —including Jayatu Jayatu Gujaratam
literary activities happening here. AIBF celebrates this (a glorious display of Gujarati folk dances) and Rushab
beautifully, with a spectacular venue and uniquely Ahir (presenting a folk fusion band performance), a The festival wraps up this weekend with a schedule as
designed stages dedicated to various programs, band performance by Nagaland-based Imna Yden promising as the one this past week. It includes sessions
making it a one-of-a-kind experience,” noted Guillermo and The Tribalcreed, to Kijote Kathakali. The latter by writer Jay Vasavada, author Kaajal Oza Vaidya and

Rodriguez Martin. was a performance by a Thiruvananthapuram-based poet Rajesh Vyas and a performance by Mukt Band on
Since then, the International Stage has hosted students Katha.\kall group, narratmg the story of Don Quixote, a the Cultural Stage.Ag forwor_kshqps, ones on calligraphy
Spanish novel by Miguel de Cervantes. and musical storytelling await children.

and speakers from Africa (Nelly Tjaimba) and Sri Lanka
(V.V. Pathmaseeli) among others, who have doubled Such cultural performances that highlight India’s That the city of Anmedabad is a treasure trove of food,

up as spokespersons of Indian culture and its ancient cultural relevance globally makes the AIBF an architecture, music, dance, textiles and sites of historical
ties with the world, finding a platform here at AIBF. international event in the true sense of the word. significance is no secret. But with more than 340
The festival also featured the launch of two of V.V. While highlighting the global connect is essential, exhibitor stands and 3 lakh + visitors in the firs week,
Pathmaseeli'sbooksin Sinhalese, translatedto Gujarati. celebrating our roots is crucial. Literary sessions at the Ahmedabad International Book Festival has not only
At a session at the AIBF, author and speaker Mette the Author’s Corner (Shabd Samsara) led by stalwarts made its mark on the global list of book fairs, but has
Johansson noted, “AIBF 2024 provides a brilliant, like Padma Shri Raghuveer Chaudhary, Padma Shri also become a melting pot of Indian tradition, culture
multi-faceted platform to explore diverse narratives Kumar Pal Desai, filmmaker and author Kulpreet and legacy, so diverse and intriguing in its approach,
and foster meaningful dialogue. It's inspiring to see Yadav, writer Jay Vasavada and motivational speaker attracting tourists, travellers and visitors not just from
such a global exchange of ideas, especially in a and entrepreneur Sanjay Raval held sessions at the across the city and the country but even the world.
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Buffeted by debacles, INDIA bloc totters as

Congress braces for winter of discontent

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER/

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS (TMC)
supremo and West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee’s dig at the
Congress that she would ensure
the smooth functioning of the
INDIA bloc given a chance to
lead it has come as a surprise to
the grand old party, whichis fac-
ing flak from some of its allies.
As it is, the TMC now keeps an
arm's length from the
Opposition alliance.

Adding to the confusioninthe
INDIA camp is the Samajwadi
Party (SP)'s decision to walk out of
the Maha Vihas Aghadi(MVA)al-
liance in Maharashtra after Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray’s close aide Milind
Narwekar posted a picture of the
Babri Masjid demolition on X with
a 1992 quote from Shiv Sena
founderlate Bal Thackeray that he
was proud of those who tore
down the mosque.

Talking to The Indian Express,a

senior Congress leader said such
posts are “avoidable” but added
“such ideological contradictions
in the alliance are inevitable”. He
said achurnin the Sena (UBT) too
is certain to happen given the
MVA's defeat in the recent
Assembly elections in
Maharashtra. “We all suffered a
defeat...but I don’t
know...maybe the Sena (UBT) is
thinking that they should return
to Hindutva. But so far, we have
not seen any concrete indication
of that,” he said.

The Congress central leader-
ship is keenly watching the
moves of the Sena (UBT) but be-
lieves the imperatives of local
politics at times may force some
of the regional parties to take
certain ideological or electoral
positions, which although may
come as an “irritant” but would
not undermine the INDIA bloc,
which is a national alliance.

“We formed the INDIA al-
liance to fight the BJP in the Lok
Sabha elections. We continue our
fight. Butin the states, some of the

parties fight against each other.
We fight the CPM in Kerala; the
CPM and the Congress fight the
TMCin Bengal; we may fight the
AAP in Delhi - So all that is there.
There are ideological differences
too, but the larger goal is to fight
the BJP at the national level,” a
senior Congress leader said.

The bravado notwithstand-
ing, the Congress, the de facto
head of the INDIA bloc, is under
pressure over the grouping's
functioning months af-
ter the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, especially in the
wake of their debacle in
the Haryana and
Maharashtra polls. L

Mamata's barb has
come at a time when parties like
the SP and the NCP(SP) have dis-
tanced themselves from the
Congress’s protests in
Parliament over the Adani issue
during the ongoing winter ses-
sion. The leaders of some other
INDIA parties also feel that the
Opposition should not be fixated
on one issue.

EXPLAINED

MVA MILAs refuse to take oath,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 7

ON THE first day of the special
three-day session of the
Maharashtra Assembly for oath-
taking of the newly elected MLAs,
the Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi(MVA) MLAs on Saturday
decided not to take oath in protest
against alleged misuse of EVMs
in the recently held polls and the
state government not allowing
mock polls using ballot paper at
Markadwadi village in Malshiras
Assembly constituency.

Till Saturday evening, 173
MLAs took oath. MVA leaders on
Saturday evening clarified that
they would take oath on Sunday.
“It has been decided that we will
take oath on Sunday,” Shiv Sena
(UBT)leader and party legislative
group leader Bhaskar Jadhav said.

Earlier, the three-day special
session of the Lower House of the
state legislature began at 11 am
on Saturday as several members
belonging to the ruling side, in-
cluding CM Devendra Fadnavis,
and Deputy CMs Eknath Shinde
and Ajit Pawar took oath as
MLAs.

Union Health Minister ] P Nadda launches intensified 100-Day
TB Elimination Campaign in Panchkula on Saturday. P11

Nadda launches 100-day
intensified TB elimination
campaign from Panchkula

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 7

IN A step to eliminate
Tuberculosis (TB)in the country;,
Union Health Minister JP Nadda
on Saturday launched a 100-day
intensified nationwide cam-
paign from Panchkula district of
Haryana.

The campaign, focused on
enhancing detection, reducing
diagnostic delays and improving
treatment outcomes, will be im-
plemented in 347 districts of 33
states where the prevalence of
the disease is higher.

Nadda said the rate of decline
of tuberculosis incidence in India
has doubled since 2015 and is
ahead of the global average.

Lauding Haryana’s consistent
focus and efforts on strengthen-
ing the healthcare infrastructure,
Naddasaid, “Due to the dedicated
efforts made by the present state
government, the number of med-
ical colleges inHaryanaincreased
fromsixin 2014 to 15 today. Under
the leadership of Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini, Haryana aims
to establish one such medical col-
lege in each district. Even MBBS
seats have increased from 650 in
2014 to 2,185, while postgraduate
seats have increased from 243 to
889inHaryana."

“India only had six AIIMS in
2014, compared to 22 today,
with one under construction in
Haryana's Rewari. Under the
Ayushman Bharat Scheme, 1.22

crore Ayushman cards have
beenissued in Haryana, facilitat-
ing 18.5 lakh hospital admis-
sions. Haryana has spent Rs
2,700 crore providing free
healthcare to the underprivi-
leged under this scheme, which
is a commendable achieve-
ment,” Nadda said.

“The central government
gives free treatment up toRs 5
lakh to senior citizens above 70
years under the Ayushman
Bharat Scheme. Haryana has is-
sued 70,000 Vay Vandana cards
as part of this initiative. Neonatal
screenings have risen from 63 to
85 per cent, and institutional de-
liveries have increased from 80
to 94 per cent. Comprehensive
immunisations have improved
from 79 to 92 per cent. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi envi-
sions making India TB-free be-
fore achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) by
2030. With renewed energy and
momentum, this campaign has
beeninitiated today,” Nadda said.

Haryana CM Nayab Singh
Saini said, "The government is
working on4Ts — Test, Track, Treat
and Technology — to treat TB.
Intensified testing in the last 10
years has led to the identification
of new TB cases and treatment is
being given free of cost. The
Haryana government is working
with NGOs and civil society to fur-
ther bolster its TB elimination ef-
forts. The Haryana government s
providing even more advanced
technology to eliminate TB...”

However, members from the
Opposition parties including the
Congress, Shiv Sena (UBT) and
NCP (SP)decided not to take oath
and walked out of the House.

“The MVA’s elected candi-
dates did not take oath today in
the Assembly. This is our protest
against the murder of democ-
racy at the hands of the Election
Commission of India and the
government. Markadwadi vil-
lage had planned a mock poll by
means of paper ballot, only to re-
assure themselves about the vot-
ing pattern. The administration
imposed a curfew against those

Mumbai police
helpline receives
threat message

against PM Modi,
traced to Ajmer

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 7

THE MUMBAI police registered
an FIR after their traffic helpline
WhatsApp number received a
threat message warning of a
bomb plot involving ISI agents
against Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The police traced the mes-
sage to Ajmer, Rajasthan,and have
sent a team there to track the ac-
cused.

A police officer said the mes-
sage allegedly mentioned involve-
ment of two ISI agents and a plot
to execute abomb attack on Modi.

The probe team suspect that
the senderisamentally disturbed
personorwas under the influence
of alcohol but further probe was
on, the official added.

In the majority of such cases,
the police have found that it is ei-
ther people whoare under thein-
fluence of alcohol or those facing
mental health issues who send
such threat messages. Majority of
the threat messages to Mumbai
police come to their only
WhatsApp started as a traffic po-
lice helpline number.

Not just that. The SP believes
the INDIA alliance now existed
largely “only in the media”.On the
other hand, CPl general secretary
D Raja says the Left parties were
not being accommodated in the
alliance as they should have been
by larger parties when it came to
seat-sharing. He believes that the
Congress should introspect.

Earlier this week, the Sena
(UBT), too, asked the Congress to
introspect and take steps for
_ Opposition unity, refer-
ring tothe AAP's declara-
tion thatit will go soloin
the upcoming Delhi
@® | Assemblypolls.“In West

- Bengal, Mamata
Banerjee is trying to do
politics by keeping Congress at a
distance. Now (AAP chief)
Kejriwalis also treading the same
path. This is a matter where the
Congress has to introspect and
take steps for (Opposition) unity,”
an editorial in the Sena (UBT)’s
mouthpiece Saamna said
Tuesday.

The Congress did not officially

fighting for democracy.
Although not much would have
changed in terms of government
formation officially, the truth
would have come to light. Yet,
villagers of Markadwadi in our
democratic country were under
siege,” Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
and MLA Aaditya Thackeray said
after walking out of the House.
He claimed villagers of
Markadwadi were arrested for
planning the mock polls by bal-
lot paper and termed it a mock-
ery of democracy. “This is a
mockery of democracy and it is
apparent that the government is

commenton Mamata's remarks.
“The TMC had not been attend-
ing meetings of the INDIA bloc
floorleaders in Parliament. When
we ask them, their leaders say
TMC is not in INDIA bloc. And
then Mamata says sheisready to
lead the alliance,” a party leader
said. “The Congress cannot take a
view or make acomment on this.
All these issues have to be dis-
cussedinthealliance,” he added.
While the Congress and
some of the other INDIA parties
remained cautious, the SP said it
did not have any objection to
Mamata's statement. SP national
spokesperson Udaiveer Singh
told The Indian Express:
"Mamata Banerjee ji is a senior
leader and we are satisfied with
her leadership and her struggle.
We could have no objection. But
it has to be decided by the lead-
ers of the INDIA bloc. We would
like her to play a more active and
good role in the alliance. We
have no objection.”
—WITHINPUTS FROM
LALMANIVERMA

allege ‘EVM misuse’

scared of democracy by fair
means... Let mock polls happen
across Maharashtra, on ballot
paper,” he demanded.

“Despite the BJP alliance form-
ing the government, public senti-
mentis that this government does
not reflect their votes. It is not a
government of the people’s man-
date.The sentiment of the people
in Markadwadi mirrors that of the
majority in the state. Respecting
public opinion, members of the
MVA have decided not to take
their oath today,” Maharashtra
Congress Committee president
Nana Patole said.
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‘Why should people trust Cong,
NCP if they ally with Sena (UBT)
that hails Babri Masjid demolition’

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 7

IN A blow to the Opposition
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) al-
liance in Maharashtra, which is
already reeling from the debacle
in the recent Assembly polls, the
Samajwadi Party (SP) an-
nounced Saturday thatitis quit-
ting the MVA after Shiv Sena
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray's
close aide and MLC Milind
Narwekar posted animage on X
hailing the Babri Masjid demo-
lition.

In an interview with The
Indian Express, Maharashtra SP
chief ABU AZMI explains the
reasons for his party's move be-
sides speaking on the future of
the MVA, among other things.
Excerpts:

Why did you cut ties with the
Maha Vikas Aghadi?

Itis pointless to be part of an
alliance when one party disre-
spects the religious sentiments
of others by congratulating those
involved in the demolition of the
Babri Masjid. Since they [Shiv
Sena (UBT)] have adopted a
Hindutva stance, we had to
make a decision.

The Congress and the NCP are
also part of the MVA. Will the
SP’s move have any impact on
their future steps?

I cannot comment on
whether the Congress and the
NCP will follow us and leave the
alliance. However, these two
parties have often portrayed
themselves as secular... Why
should voters trust them
(Congress and NCP) if they are
forming an alliance with the Shiv
Sena (UBT) that openly praises
those who have demolished the
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Babri Masjid?

Since it joined the MVA, there
was a perception that the
Sena (UBT) had toned down
its Hindutva stance. What is
your take?

After a poor performance in
the (recent Maharashtra)
Assembly elections, Shiv Sena
(UBT) leaders realised that call-
ing themselves a secular party
was not helping them. The BJP
and the Shinde Sena are taking
away their votes. That is why
they have reverted to their
Hindutva ideology.

Did you expect Narwekar’s
post on the Babri Masjid
demolition?

They (Sena UBT) must have
decided to post it because of the
upcoming BMC (Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation)elections.

The Sena at large has not
shied away fromitsrole in the

Government committed to providing school
education to every section of society: Modi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER7

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Saturday said his gov-
ernment has taken another big
decision to make school educa-
tion as accessible as possible
with the Cabinet approving the
opening of 85 new Kendriya
Vidyalayas.

He asserted that while the
step will benefit a large number
of students, many new employ-
ment opportunities will also be
created.

"Our government has taken
another big decision to make
school education as accessible as
possible. Under this, 85 new
Kendriya Vidyalayas will be
opened across the country.
While this step will benefit a
large number of students, many
new employment opportunities
will also be created,” Modi said
ina postin Hindi on X.

The prime minister said the
government is committed to
providing school education to
every section of the society inac-
cordance with the National
Education Policy.

"As part of that, our govern-
ment has approved 28 new
Navodaya Vidyalayas across the

PM Narendra Modi gets a flag from Brig D S Basera, Secretary;,
Kendriya Sainik Board (KSB), on the occasion of Armed
Forces Flag Day on Saturday Express

country. This will expand resi-
dential and quality school edu-
cation to a larger extent," Modi
said in another post in Hindi.
The prime minister also said
his government is determined to
improve connectivity across the
country. "In this direction, our

ONE YEAR OF REVANTH REDDY GOVERNMENT IN TELANGANA

A CM in command, but questions hang over welfare delivery

NIKHILAHENRY
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER 7

AS HE completes his first year in
office Saturday, Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy has es-
tablished himself as an aggres-
sive face of the Congress who has
sent out a signal that he is a
strong leader despite the inter-
nal differences within the party.
But he faces the challenge of de-
livering and continuing on the
Congress's key election promises
— a point the Opposition in the
state has constantly harped on.
The Reddy government
claims it has waived off Rs
18,000 crore worth of farmloans
in its first month of coming to
power and says it created 55,000
government jobsin2023. As per
government estimates, Rs 3,500
crore has been spent under the
Mahalakshmi scheme to facili-
tate free bus travel for women

and provide gas cylinders at Rs
500 to 42 lakh women. Under
the Gruha Jyothi scheme, state
officials say, the Congress gov-
ernment under Reddy has pro-
vided free power of up to 200
units to eligible households.

But the Opposition disputes
these figures.

“Revanth Reddy is simply ly-
ing to the people of Telangana.
He is deriving pleasure by dup-
ing people and not fulfilling his
promises to the people,” Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leader
Sravan Dasoju says, asking how
Reddy would continue on his
promises considering the finan-
cial health of the state.

Dasoju questions Reddy on
the pre-poll election promise of
two lakh jobs and adds, “Even
half of the farmers have not ben-
efited from farm loan waivers.
Women have not got the prom-
ised Rs 2,500 per month guaran-
tee. What about the Rs 4,000
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government has approved the
Rithala-Kundli corridor under
the fourth phase of Delhi Metro
in the National Capital Region.
This will make commuting be-
tween Delhi and Haryana eas-
ier,” Modi said.

The Union Cabinet approved
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Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy has established
himself as an aggressive face of the Congress. File

old-age pension?"

The Finance Department of
the Telangana government
claims it has brought down
Telangana’s debt burden by re-
paying Rs 64,516 crore loans and
raising Rs 52,118 crore in loans.

But despite the heat on
Reddy, leaders and political ob-
servers say the CM has won the

“perception game” and “comes
across as the one in command”.

In the last year, Reddy is also
seen as having built a close rela-
tionship with the party high
command, particularly Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi and can be seen
more and more in New Delhi. He
is also campaigning for the party

on Friday the opening of 85 new
KVsand 28 new NVs. It also gave
its nod to expanding one KV.

The opening of these new
KVs will provide an opportunity
for over 82,000 students to re-
ceive affordable and high-qual-
ity education across the country.

The total estimated require-
ment of funds for the establish-
ment of the 85 new KVs and the
expansion of one existing KVs is
Rs 5,872.08 crore spread over a
period of eight years from 2025-
26.

As of date, there are 1,256
functional Kendriya Vidyalayas,
including three abroad --
Moscow, Kathmandu and
Tehran -- and 13.56 lakh stu-
dents are studying in these
schools, an official statement
said.

The Union Cabinet also ap-
proved on Friday the 26.463-km
Rithala-Kundli corridor of the
Delhi Metro's Phase-IV project
that will further enhance con-
nectivity between the national
capital and neighbouring
Haryana.

The entire stretch will com-
prise 21 stations, all of them ele-
vated.

The decisions were taken at
a Cabinet meeting chaired by
Modi.

in other states. In the run-up to
the Maharashtra elections,
Reddy campaigned in the
Vidarbha region.

At the state level, he seems to
be sending out a confident mes-
sage. On Thursday, senior BRS
leader T Harish Rao was taken
into preventive custody by the
Hyderabad police for allegedly
obstructing officers who were
going to arrest BRS MLA P
Kaushik Reddy at his residence.
This comes just days after Rao
was booked in a case of alleged
tapping.

On a personal level, even his
detractors concede that Reddy is
a “strong orator”. “When it
comes to political rhetoric, no
one can equal Revanth Reddy,” a
BRS leader said.

With the BRS losing its mo-
mentum in the state, the space
has opened up for the BJP in
Telangana. This is also reflected
in Reddy’s rhetoric, said a BJP

demolition of the Babri
Masjid. Why did you join
hands with them in the first
place?

They (Uddhav Sena) had
publicly apologised for it. They
said they had been with the
wrong people (areference to the
BJP) and made a mistake by be-
ing with them for 30 years, and
that they would not repeat it.
They also started calling them-
selves a secular party.

The saying subah ka bhula
agar shaam ko ghar aaye to use
bhula nahi kehte (A person who
forgets in the morning comes
home in the evening) applies
here.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Aaditya Thackeray has said
the party boycotted the oath-
taking ceremony of MLAs
because of opposition to EVM
irregularities. How do you
view this?

We are fighting for the same
issue. The developed countries
that invented the system have
given up onit(EVMs),sowhy are
we still using it?

Why did you still participate
in the oath-taking ceremony
Saturday?

People have voted for me and
chosen me as their representa-
tive. I have to work for them, so
had to take the oath.

What is the future of the MVA?
The MVA has no future if it
does not stick together. This time
(in Assembly polls), there was
very little coordination between
MVA parties. They did not ask for
my opinion on seat-sharing. The
SP won two seats in these
Assembly elections. Butif our al-
liance parties had supported us,
we could have won more seats.

8-fold rise in per
capita income
needed to realise
‘Viksit Bharat’
goal: Dhankhar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MOTIHARI (BIHAR), DEC /7

VICE PRESIDENT Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Saturday asserted
thatan eight-fold rise in per capita
income needs to be achieved to
realise the goal of "Viksit Bharat™
(developed India) by the year
2047.

Addressing the second convo-
cation ceremony of Mahatma
Gandhi Central University in
Bihar's Motihari, he also expressed
hope that the country, which was
currently the "fifth largest econ-
omy" in the world, would "soon
leave Germany and Japan be-
hind". Praising the Centre, with-
out taking any names, Dhankhar
said, "The last 10 years have been
marked by eradication of a culture
of corruption and middlemen
seem to have been eliminated™.

"The world looks at us with
surprise as we keep marching to-
wards getting our due place onthe
global stage. We are the fifth-
largest economy as of now, but
things are looking up. Soon we
willleave Germany and Japan be-
hind," said the Vice President.

leader. “He considers the BJP a
threat and has been lashing out
at the party unlike the previous

government under K
Chandrashekar Rao,” another
BJP leader said.

Another political observer,
Gali Nagaraju, says his opening
up of the CM’s official residence
— Pragathi Bhawan — to the pub-
lic after a decade of its closure
under predecessor K
Chandrashekar Rao sent out a
positive signal right at the start
of his government. “The people
saw Revanth Reddy as an ap-
proachable CM unlike KCR,” said
Nagaraju.

Reddy came to power in
December 2023 after leading the
Congress to victory, winning 64
of the 119 seats. Despite being a
relatively late entrant into the
party — he joined the Congress
only in 2017 — and several
claimants to the CM chair, he
was picked for the top post.
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"CASH-FOR-JOBS’ SCAM

32 FIRs, 44 arrestsin Goaas CM

Sawant faces Cong, AAP firestorm

PAVNEET SINGHCHADHA
PANAJI, DECEMBER 7

AN ALLEGED multi-crore “cash-
for-jobs” scam in Goa is putting
the heat on the BJP government
in the state. The state Opposition
has been alleging the involve-
ment of the ruling BJP dispensa-
tion in the scam, claiming that
"government jobs were on sale”
in the state. The Congress, AAP
and Goa Forward Party, have
called for aninquiry by a judicial
commission or the constitution
of a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to probe into the scandal.

Senior AAP leader Sanjay
Singh has even alleged that Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant, his
family and other BJP MLAs were
involved in the scam. CM Sawant
hasrejected these allegations as
"baseless”, maintaining that he
has given a “free hand to police”
to probe the scam impartially.

At a press conference in Delhi
on Wednesday, Singh alleged
that “Jobs are being sold for
bribes in Goa.” He claimed that
the names of some BJP office-
bearers have also cropped up
during investigation into the
scam, alleging that there were
audio files in this regard.

Goa CM Pramod Sawant and
AAP leader Sanjay Singh
(right). File

What is the scam?

The alleged “cash-for-jobs”
scam pertains to hundreds of vic-
tims, who were reportedly lured
to pay vast sums to the accused
in return for jobs in various gov-
ernment departments. The jobs,
the police say, were promised
through the help of the “connec-
tions” of the accused.

The scam first surfaced in
October during a police investi-
gation into a case where a com-
plainant had allegedly paid lakhs
to secure a government job.
Subsequently, similar cases
started piling up over the last
month in different parts of the
state. Following a series of these
cases, CM Sawant made an ap-
peal to the people to come for-
ward with complaints, vowing
that “no one would be spared”.

The police have so far regis-

tered 32 FIRs - 18 in North Goa
and 14 in South Goa - and ar-
rested at least 44 people for
cheating and duping victims in
connection with this scam.

Atarecent press conference,
Goa DGP Alok Kumar said those
who have been arrested in the
cases do not seem to be part of
an “organised nexus”. Kumar
said “no political connection” as
is being alleged by the
Opposition has emerged so far.
The police have however main-
tained that the accused may
have used names of politicians
to show proximity with themin
order to dupe victims.

Sawant said that one of the
prime accused, Pooja Naik, had
approached him at his house a
few months ago. “I asked her
whether she had come seeking a
job. I also asked the person ac-
companying her as to how much
money he had paid her...
Immediately, I asked alady police
constable to lodge a complaint
against her at Bicholim police sta-
tion. I handed her over to the po-
lice,” Sawant said. Days after
Naik’s arrest, a 49-year-old at-
tendant at the state OBC
Corporation, who was ques-
tioned by the police in one of the
cases, died by suicide.

“Those speaking of rift want to
create problems’ NC denies
friction between Omar govt, L-G

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER7

DENYING ANY friction between
the Omar Abdullah government
and the Raj Bhawan, the ruling
National Conference said
Saturday that “those talking of a
tussle between the government
and the Lieutenant Governor are
trying to create problems”. At the
same time, the party also be-
lieves that a “dual power sys-
tem” should not exist.

NC spokesperson Tanvir
Sadiq told media persons that it
was important to remember
that while J&K remains a Union
Territory, it now has an elected
government in place. “There
have been no major issues until
now and I hope that there won't
be any in the future as
well...There is no tug between
the two and if there are some
concerns internally, they are re-
solved,” he said, addressing
speculations of friction with the
L-G over administrative issues
such as transfers of IAS officers
and the appointment of the UT’s

Kerala;: Woman
IPS officer nodal
officer for cases

filed after Hema
panel report

Thiruvananthapuram: The Kerala
government on Saturday ap-
pointed IPS  officer G
Poonguzhali as the nodal officer
for the cases registered in con-
nection with the revelations of
the Justice Hema Committee re-
port which exposed sexual ha-
rassment as rampant in
Malayalam film industry.

The nodal officer will act as
the immediate contact person
for the victims in these cases. The
officer will deal with requests of
victims for protection from
threats and intimidation.

Poonguzhaliis currently serv-
ing as the Assistant Inspector
General (AIG), Coastal Security.
"The Nodal Officer will take ap-
propriate actionas and whensuch
requests are received from the vic-
tims and report the action taken
to the City Police Commissioner,
Thiruvananthapuram,” a police
statement said. The new appoint-
ment came in the wake of the dis-
closure of the Justice Hema
Committee report whichrevealed
instances of harassment and ex-
ploitation of women in the
Malayalam cinema industry,
prompting calls for action against
the guilty.

The Justice Hemma Committee
was constituted by the Kerala
government after the 2017 ac-
tress assault case. The complete
report was placed before the
Kerala High Court which directed
thatitbe handed over to the spe-
cial investigation team (SIT) that
was constituted to probe com-
plaints of sexual abuse in the film
industry. PTI

Advocate General.

Since an elected government
has taken over, “things have re-
mained positive” Sadiq claimed,
adding that restoration of state-
hood would help resolve the
problems arising from dual
power centres.

He said further: “This is the
job of an elected government
and not of anominated person”.

According to sources, the
talks of arift first began, after the
first assembly session in
November, when the new gov-
ernment sought clarity over
business rules.

"After the session, there wasa
lot of conversation about who
has what powers, between the
ministers and secretaries and
other staff as well. So because of
a lack of clarity there, that con-
versation has now escalated to
(seem like)arift,” the source said.

Section 55 (conduct of busi-
ness) of the J&K Reorganisation
Act, 2019, states that “the
Lieutenant Governor shall make
rules on the advice of the Council
of Ministers,” for the following
purposes. This includes defining

rules for the allocation of busi-
ness to the Ministers and “for the
more convenient transaction of
business with the Ministers in-
cluding the procedure to be
adopted in case of a difference of
opinion between the Lieutenant
Governor and the Council of
Ministers or a Minister”.

Significantly, J&K elected its
first government in five years
this October, when NC’'s Omar
Abdullah took over as chief min-
ister. The state’s last elected gov-
ernment was in 2018, when BJP’s
withdrawal of supportled to the
fall of the dispensation under
Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti.

In August 2019, J&K was bi-
furcated into two UTs and func-
tioned under the Lieutenant
Governor’s rule until this year.

During his media interaction,
the NC spokesperson also re-
peated Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah’s word of caution to of-
ficers of the government, saying
that “sooner than later, state-
hood will be restored (to J&K)
and they should pay heed to the
word of the elected govern-
ment”.

2 first-time MLAs among 4
inducted into Assam Cabinet

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER/

THE ASSAM Cabinet was ex-
panded on Saturday with the in-
duction of four BJP MLAs, a little
over ayear ahead of the 2026 as-
sembly elections in the state.

The four MLAs who took oath
as ministers include two fromthe
Bengali-majority Barak Valley —
Kaushik Rai representing the
Lakhipur constituency and
Krishnendu Paul representing
Patharkandi — and two from the
Upper Assam tea garden belt,
Prasanta Phukanrepresenting the
Dibrugarh constituency and
Rupesh Goala representing
Doomdooma.

Gowala,aleader from the tea-
tribe community, and Rai are
first-time MLAs. Phukan is a vet-
eran leader who has represented

the Dibrugarh seat for four con-
secutive terms,and Paul has been
elected twice from Patharkandi.

With the induction of these
four as ministers, the Assam gov-
ernment led by the BJPnow hasa
19-member Council of Ministers,
including one from the United
People’s Party Liberal and two
from the Asom Gana Parishad.
“Congratulations to all my col-
leagues who have taken oath to-
day. Looking forward to working
with them to fulfil Adarniya Shri
@narendramodi ji’s vision of a
Viksit Assam...,” CM Himanta
Biswa Sarma wrote on X.

Twoberthsbecame vacant af-
ter former ministers Parimal
Suklabaidya and Ranjeet Dutta
were elected as MPs, another was
already vacant. The fourth vacancy
was created by dropping Sanjay
Krishan as Minister of Labour and
Tea Welfare.

Opposition attacks

The Opposition has stepped
up its attack on the BJP after
Shruti Prabugaonkar, former BJP
mabhila block president in South
Goa’s Nuvem, was arrested in
connection with one of the cases
on November 12. The BJP, how-
ever, was quick to distance itself
from Prabugaonkar, claiming
that she was no longer associ-
ated with the party.

The AAP has also been focus-
ing on Sawant's meeting with
Naik to allege his involvement in
the scam. Sanjay Singh alleged,
“She (Naik) met the CM at his res-
idence. One week later she was ar-
rested.... Why was she arrested
one week later? This delay proves
the BJP government’s involve-
mentinthe scam.” Goa AAP pres-
ident Amit Palekar asked why the
BJP government has not set up a
judicial commission yet.

The Goa Pradesh Congress
Committee (GPCC)'s president
Amit Patkar alleged that “Itis clear
that the BJP government hasbeen
selling jobs duringits tenure in the
last 12 years”. BJP spokesperson
Giriraj Pai Vernekar, however, dis-
missed the allegations against
Sawant and his family as “base-
less”. FULLREPORTON
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EAM meets Qatari PM, discusses ties, region

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DOHA, DECEMBER 7

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister S
Jaishankar on Saturday met
Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
Al Thani here and held "produc-
tive" talks on bilateral relations
and developments in Gaza and
Syria. Jaishankar is visiting Doha
to participate in the Doha Forum

at the invitation of Al Thani, who
is also the Minister of Foreign
Affairs.

"Delighted to meet PM & FM
@MBA_AlIThani_ of Qatar today
in Doha," Jaishankar said in a
poston X.

"A productive discussion on
our bilateral relations and ongo-
ing efforts to further strengthen
them. Exchanged views on the
developments in Gaza, Syriaand
the region," he said.

The minister also held a
meeting with the World
Economic Forum President
Borge Brende on the sidelines of
the Doha Forum.

"A good conversation with
@borgebrende of @wef in Doha
today. Discussed the global eco-
nomicand political scenario," he
said on X.

Jaishankar also held a bilat-
eral meeting with his Cyprus
counterpart  Constantinos

Kombos. "Glad to meet FM @ck-
ombos of Cyprus today. Spoke
about developments in the
Mediterranean as well as our bi-
lateral partnership,” he said.
The minister also held meet-
ings with the Qatari Commerce
and Industry Minister Sheikh
Faisal bin Thani bin Faisal Al Thani
and Minister of State Ahmed Al
Sayed. He met his Norwegian
counterpart Espen Barth Eide on
the sidelines of the Doha Forum.
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Today at Pustakayan

<5unday, 8 December 2[}249

4:00 p.m. : Cultural Programme

5:00 p.m. : Asmita : Women Poets’ Meet
Readings : AnjuRanjan (Hindi)

Malavika Joshi (Hindi)

Neelanchali Singh (Hindi)
Sarojini Besra (Santali)

A. Sathia Saradhamani (Tamil)

Chair : Yashodhara Mishra (Odia)
6:00 p.m. : Ghazal Sandhya

Readings : Hareram Sameep
Kamlesh Bhat Kamal
Savita Chaddha, Vigyan Vrat

Chair : Gyanprakash Vivek
Participation of more than 40 Publishers ¢ Attractive Discount on Books

11.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m., 6-15 December 2024

Sahitya Akademi, Rabindra Bhavan Lawns (Near Mandi House Meiro Station)

35, Ferozeshah Road, New Delhi - 110 001

For details visit the Akademi's website: www.sahityva-akademi.gov.in
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OFFICE OF THE PR. COMMISSIONER
CGST DELHI NORTH
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C. R. BUILDING, L.P. ESTATE, NEW DELHI - 110002

HOLDING OF PENSION ADALAT

The Central GST, Delhi North Commisssionerate is holding a
Pension Adalat pertaining to CGST Delhi North/Delhi East/Delhi
Audit-I/Delhi Appeal-I including all subordinate offices of the said
Commissionerates for taking on-spot decision for prompt resolution
of pensioner’s grievances at C.R. Building, I.P. Estate, New Delhi-
110002 ON 08.01.2025 from 03:00 PM onwards. All the
pensioners, whose pension cases are pending settlement/decision,
may file application before the Adalat for settlement of their cases.
Prescribed application form for submission before the Adalat is
already available at www.gstdelhizone.gov.in.
Sd/-
Additional. Commissioner (P & E)
Central GST Delhi North

1) On or before 15" June, 2024
2) On or before 15" September, 2024

3) On or before 15" December, 2024
4) On or before 15" March, 2025

DON’'T MISS THE CHANCE
PAY YOUR ADVANCE TAX

Every person* whose tax liability for the F.Y. 2024-25 as reduced by tax deducted/
collected at source is ¥10,000/- or more is liable to make advance tax payments.

AND

BE THE FUEL BEHIND VIKSIT BHARAT MOVEMENT

PAY YOUR 3"° INSTALMENT
OF ADVANCE TAX NOW

LAST DATE

DECEMBER

2024
h_ll

MODE OF PAYMENT

e Taxpayers can pay advance tax both online & offline. e-payment is mandatory for
all corporates and for those assessees whose accounts are required to be audited

u/s 44 AB of the Income-tax Act, 1961.

® e- payment is convenient for other taxpayers also as it ensures correct credit,

Due Date

15% of the Advance Tax payable

100% of the Advance Tax payable

Amount

45% of the Advance Tax payable
75% of the Advance Tax payable

Short/Non-payment or deferment of payment of Advance Tax will result in levy of interest.

cec1540113/oo0a/2425

*Persons who opt for the presumptive taxation scheme for FY 2024-25 are required to pay advance tax in one payment by
15" March, 2025, Additonally, Senior citizens (individual aged 60 or more) are not required to pay advance tax if they do not have
any income from business or profession.

scan QR Code

&
X

¥

Income Tax Department

Central Board of Direct Taxes

For more information, please visit: www.incometax.gov.in

i) @IncomeTaxindia @ @incometaxindia.Official

Far morg information
scan QR Code

{  @IncomeTaxindiaOfficial ® @incometaxindiaofficial (in Income Tax India Official

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .
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Majithia hugged Beant Singh killer,
SAD should honour Chaura; Bittu

Union Minister says Chaura’s photo should be put at Golden Temple museum

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, DECEMBER 7

UNION MINISTER Ravneet
Singh Bittu on Saturday sug-
gested the Shiromani Akali Dal
should honour the man who
shot at former deputy chief
minister Sukhbir Singh Badal
since he himself had accepted
he committed sacrilege, due to
which he had to serve penance.
Taking a swipe at the Akali
Dal, Bittu also also suggested
the party's senior leader
Bikram Singh Majithia should
embrace Narain Singh Chaura,
the man who shot at Sukhbir,
“in the same way he had em-
braced Beant Singh's killer.”
Bittu, who is the grandson
of Beant Singh, added that the
Akali Dal sympathised with
terrorists, “but terrorists are
not loyal to anyone.”
Bittuadded that Chauraisa
“senior citizen and a Sikh devo-
tee”. “Sukhbir had confessed at
the Akal Takht that the sacri-
lege took place during the

Union Minister
Ravneet Singh Bittu

in the state and that they
couldn'tdo justice to the probe.
Chaura, whois a senior citizen,
must have got deeply hurt and
his action appears to be guided
by emotions. But that doesn't
mean that anyone has the right
to attack anyone at the Darbar
Sahib. ButIdon't see any khal-
istani or terror angle in this.
Rather I strongly feel that that
SAD and SGPC should fight the
case and get him freed. They

people as they had been sug-
gesting others in the past,”
Bittu told media persons in
New Delhi on Saturday.

Bittu added that, in fact,
“Chaura saab should be hon-
oured and his picture must be
made part of the Sikh museum
at Golden Temple”.

Taking at further dig at
Majithia, Bittu said, “The Akali
leader had hugged Balwant
Singh Rajoana, a convict in for-
mer CM Beant Singh's assassi-
nation case, when he was out
on bail last month, so he should
do the same gesture with
Chaura. The SAD and SGPC are
proud of Rajoana. They are
even fighting a legal battle for
his release. They are fighting
for the release of 'Bandi Singhs'
and they should fight for
Chaura as well, so that he does-
n't meet the same fate.”

Later in the day, while ad-
dressing media persons,
Majithia said that Bittu's state-
ments reflect his mindset.

Majithia later in the
evening while addressing me-

the mindset of Bittu through
his words.

“I don't take any statement
of a BJP minister who switched
from the Congress seriously as
both parties have different ide-
ologies. But I wonder why
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah are silent.”

“On December 4, Bittu con-
demned the attack and now he
has taken a complete U-turn.
He is also validating an attack
inside the Golden Temple. The
BJP has alot to answer and clar-
ify their stand,” Majithia said.

SAD spokesperson
Arshdeep Kler added that such
comments by a BJP minister
shows the party's deliberate
attempt
to target the moderate Akali
leadership.

“This seems to be a part of
the conspiracy to finish SAD.
How can people like Bittu un-
derstand the maryada of Akal
Takht who had been calling
Indira Gandhi, the woman who
ordered an attack on Akal

Cops summon Chaura’s sons,
investigate how he laid hands
on sophlstlcated Weapons

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR, DECEMBER 7

AMRITSAR POLICE on Saturday
deepened its investigation into
the assassination bid on former
deputy CM Sukhbir Singh Badal
and started inspecting the role
of attacker Narain Singh
Chaura's sons — Jagjit Singh and
Baljinder Singh.

They both were summoned
for questionning in the case on
Saturday. Police is not only inves-
tigating how Chaura laid his
hands on sophisticated weapons,
but are also going through earlier
cases against him for more clues.

Police sources said that in-
vestigation revealed that the pis-
tol from which Chaura opened
fire on December 4 was the
same one he used in another
case registered against him in
2010. Police said that Chaura hid
the pistol somewhere in the
field. “Chaura was arrested in
2013 related to the old case and
all weapons were seized from
him. Itis surprising how he man-
aged to hide this one.”

Narain Singh Chaura had made a bid on Sukhbir Singh
Badal'’s life on Wednesday. File

Chaura's son Jagjit Singh said
that the summon was a sheer
harassment. “We were at the po-
lice station till 7pm and they
asked us all about our family his-
tory. They didn't ask anything re-
lated to the case,” he said.
Meanwhile, senior SAD
leader and former minister
Bikram Singh Majithia on
Saturday released more videos
of Chaura and his movements
ahead of the assassination bid.
The new videos show Chaura

Golden Temple for around two
hours before the attack. It can
also be seen that be crosses
Sukhbir twice. “Chaura entered
the Golden Templeat7.30amon
December 3 and was continu-
ously moving around Sukhbir
with another person. Whois that
person? It seems that they both
conducted a recce and attacked
the next day. On December 4, he
went to the washroom and at-
tacked after that. It is likely that
he was hiding the weapon

% ¥ o J9aEe & oqg-ogg g | tenure of SAD-BJP government
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should act as large hearted diapersons said,” we can see

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Execulive Engineer, Bormmanahalli Project
Division, Beguru Main Road, Bommanahalll,

Bengaluru - 560 068,
No:BBMP/EE/EPDITend-05/2024-25 Dated: 06.12.2024

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (IFT)

(Through GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)

The Executive Engineer Bommanahalli Project Division, BEMP,
Bengaluru-68 invites Tenders from eligible Contractors
registered in Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike or
equivalent registration with KPWD/CPWD/BWSSB/Rallways/
MES{Mational Highway or any State Government Organizations
for the construction of works detailed in the table below.

sl
M.

Name of the works

Supply of Data Entry Operators to offices under the Joini
1 Commissioner, BBMP Bommanahalli Zone
(To be Deployed to the BEMP offices spread across the
Bommanahalli Zone)

Estimated amount: ¥ 195.00 Lakhs EMD: ¥ 2,92 .500/-

Calendar of Events :

___________________ (1) Tenders must be submitted online
through KPP portal on or before 26.12.2024 at 4:00 pm.
(2) Tender documents may be downloaded fromthe KPP portal
from 10.12.2024. {3) Pre-bid meeting will be held on 18.12.2024
at 11:00 am in the office of the Executive Enginees, Bommanahalli
Project Division, HSR Layout, BDA Complex, Bengaluru-560102.
(4) Last Date for Submission of Tender Documents on or before
26.12.2024 at 4:00 pm.(5) Technical bids wil be opened on

27.12.2024 al 4:30 pm Onwards.
Sd/-
Executive Engineer, Bommanahalli Project Division

No: KSRTC/2024-25/INDO159(T-144

@\ KARNATAKA STATE ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION

K“ Central Offices, Mechanical Engg. Dept.,
PN K.H. Road, Shanthinagar, Bengaluru-560027 |

Date:07.12.2024)
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through KPP Portal Mode only)

(1) Short term Tender is invited through E-Procurement
FPortal for supply of 222" WB BS-VI fully built 70 Mos Non AC
Sleeper Coaches & 30 Nos Non AC Seater cum Sleeper
(Hybrid) for Kamataka State Road Transport Corporation
(KSRTC).

(2) Tender Value Approximate: Rs. 47 Crores

(3) Last Date for Bid Submission in e-procurement
portal:16.12.2024 @ 17:30 Hours.

For further, any addendum/corrigendum in respect of
change in calendar of events, specification, scope, other
tender terms & conditions etc, will be uploaded/ Published
through e-portal only.

NOTE: Interested Bidders need to register in the Gok
e-procurement portal. For further information log into
https:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in for details. In case of further
assistance, the bidders may contact KPP portal cell (Phone
Mo: 080-22230960 & 080- 22234115) Interested suppliers
may also contact e-procurement cell for training on bid
submission. E-mail to support support@eprochelpdesk.
com for further information if required. In case if bidders
need any assistance from KSRETC, they can communicale
the same at cmep@ksric.org (Contact: 7760988870,
7760980773, 7760990073, 7760990054).

Sd/- Chief Mechanical Engineer,

DIPRICPIIANIGT42024-25 (Tender Inviting Authority).

Takht, as their mother,” he said.

Kerala court awards
death penalty to man
for wife’s murder

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, DECEMBER 7

A COURT in Kerala on Saturday awarded death sen-
tence to a 60-year-old man who was held guilty for
murdering his wife in 2004.

Mavelikkara additional sessions court (1) judge
V G Sreedevi sentenced Kuttikrishnan, a native of
Mannar in Alappuzha, to death and also imposed a
fine of Rs 1.5 lakh for the murder of Jayanthi, then 39.

Public prosecutor advocate PV Santhosh Kumar
said the accused, who had been abroad for 20 years,
had committed the crime out of suspicion over the
woman's character.

The incident took place on April 2,2004, when the
couple was living with their one-year-old daughter
at Alappuzha's Mannar. After slitting the woman's
throat, he remained at the house with their daughter
for an entire night. He went to the local police station
with the daughter the next day and confessed to have
killed Jayanthi. Arrested on the same day,
Kuttikrishnan remained injudicial custody foraround
three months. Granted bail subsequently, he went
into hiding after selling his house. Their daughter, now
21, grew up with her mother’s family. In October, 2023,
police nabbed Kuttikrishnan and the trial began. By
then, six prosecution witnesses had died.

Talking to The Indian Express,

Regional Office :
Krishna Honda Building|
Akharaghat Road,
Muzaffarpur-842001
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Bank of Baroda

Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of the BANK OF BARODA under the securitisation
and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcemant of Securnty Interest Acl, 2002 and in exercise of
powers. confarred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 L.
issuad a demand notice calling upon the borrower(s )/ Gurantor to repay the amount within B0 days from the date 2.
of receipt of the said notice. The borrowers having failed o repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrowers/Gurantors and the public In ganeral that the undarsigned has taken possession of the property
described herein below in exercize of powers conferred on himdher under sub section (4) of section 13 of the Act
with rule 8 of the said rules. The Borrowers/Gurantors/iMortgagers in particular and the public in general are
hereby cautioned not to deal with the properiy/ies and any dealings with the properties will be subject to the

POSSESSION NOTICE
[FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

i
d,
= ]
=

0-803

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, CUTTACK

e-mail:- ccerwcctc@gmail.com

No:- Tender Online RWC- 20/24

Name of the work

Class of Contractor

c) Estimated cost more then Rs. 6.00
Crore & upto Rs. 50.00 Crore

d) Estimated cost more then Rs. 1.00
Crore & upto Rs. 20.00 Crore

c) Estimated cost more then Rs. 20.00
Lakh & upto Rs. 3.00 Crore

e-Procurement NOTICE
: Periodical Maintenance of 5 year completed PMGSY Roads.

: authorities.

Letter NO. -3362 Date:- 03.12.2024

Special Class (of Odisha PWD) & relevant class of other licensing

A Class (of Odisha PWD) & relevant class of other licensing authorities.

B Class (of Odisha PWD) & relevant class of : other licensing authorities.

moving inside and outside the

there,” said Majithia.

(Govt in no mood for talks,
will march to Delhi today,
says farmer leader Pandher

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUDHIANA, DECEMBER 7

PUNJAB FARMER leader Sarwan Singh
Pandher on Saturday said that they have
not received any message from the Centre
for talks to address theirissues and said a
group of 101 farmers will again begin their
march to Delhi on December 8.

On Friday, protesting farmers sus-
pended their foot march to the national
capital for the day after some of them suf-
fered injuries due to tear gas shells fired by
security personnel, who stopped them at
the Punjab-Haryana border. The farmers
have been pressing for various demands,
including a legal guarantee for MSP.

Addressing the media at Shambhu on
the Punjab-Haryana border on Saturday,
Pandher said 16 farmers suffered injuries
and one of them lost hearing ability be-
cause of the teargas shelling by Haryana
security personnel.

Except four injured farmers, the rest of
them have been discharged from hospital,
he said, adding, “We have not received any
message from the Centre for holding talks.
The Narendra Modi government is in no
mood to hold talks.” He added that the

(4 Punjab farmer

: "> | leaderSarwan

w c i JI Singh Pandher
ool i

Samyukta Kisan Morcha (Non-Political)
and Kisan Mazdoor Morcha have already
decided that a 'jatha’ of 101 farmers will
again march towards the national capital
on Sunday noon in a peaceful manner.
Meanwhile, the Haryana policeisall set
to stop media persons at a distance of “min-
imum 1 km” on Sunday as the protesting
farmers’ Jatha begins their march.
Haryana’s ADGP (Law and Order)
Sanjay Kumar wrote to the DGPs of
Haryanaand Punjab that “in the interest of
safety of media persons as well as their
equipment”, the media persons should be
stopped ata safe distance “minimum 1 km.
On December 6th, when farmers be-
gan marching towards the Haryana bor-
der,alarge number of media persons were
accompanying them. “Due to this, Haryana
police faced lot of problems in handling the
law and order situation”, the ADGP wrote.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
"2 OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,

P.H. DIVISION, BALANGIR.
Email. IDeephbgr@yahoo.co.in, Ph. No - (06652 - 234647)

C-1207

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

Sing
All

Fajendra Singh, 2. Mr. Abhay
Kumar,

Singh, 3. Mr. Santosh Kumar

S/o Bra| Kishore

h, 5/o Braj Kishora Singh,
Hesident at &3, Vil
PO

Mauza- Bishunpur Lakhansen, PS Baruraj,
Thana MNo. 184, Anchal Motipur, Dist
Muzaffarpur, bearing Khata No, 44, Khesra
Mo- 581, 583, Jamabandi No. 349, Area:-
13.75 Decimal, Vide Sale Deed No. 1978

at the contractual
rate plus all cost
charges &
gxpanzas Ll
date pavments

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

OIPR-25097/11/0009/2425

Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Cuttack

" in the portal
Sd/-

" Inviting Bid

06. Date & Time of opening of bids
Name and Address of the Officer

charge of the BANK OF BARQDA for the amount and further interest there of the contractual rate plus, charge 3 Time for Completi . As specified in the Column-7 of the A . , S
and expenses till date of payment. The Borrower's attention is invited to provision of sub section (8) of section 13 ly Dz::;l ;l;oj:::sp en . N ;iji;ie,:zre Zttazhuer;m o e AR Bid Identification No. SE PH BGR 29 2024-25 Dt. 07.12.204
of the SARFAES| Act 2002 in respectof time available, to redeem the secured assels. 5. Other Details 01 /Number of the Works - 101Nos
N f the Branch/ inti Demand/ i - o ’
PN Y. ST P e Description of th? p 8 Outstanding Procurement Bid Availability of Tender |Last Date & time| Date & Time of opening of 02. Estimated Cost i- Rs. 25047 Lakhs
Mame & Address of the Immovable Properties o55e855i0n Amount e . o .
Borrower/Guarantors Notice Date Officer Identll\lﬁcatlon On-line for bidding |of s;aelliltzlg :.en:er . tfan(.lelz . &K 03. Period of Completion - 02 (TWO) Calendar Months
Bank of Baroda Equitable Mortgage of Residential Land & Rs. 2,28,271.31)- " rom 1o L T T ecmen o nanca o . e
HUILEDhE gag 31-07-2024 et i 2 i 4 5 6 i 7 Date & Time of availability of bid
Mohammadpur Branch | Building in name of Mr. Abhay Kumar, Sio together with Chief Construction | Tender | 09.12.2024 | 23.12.2024 | 21.12.2024 up to | 24.122024at | Willbe || |04 1 the portal 1o
Borrower : 1. Mr. Braj| Braj Kishore Singh & Mr. Santosh Kumar ! further interest Engineer, Rural Works | Online RWC-| at 1130 |upt005.00| 02.00PM. | 11L30AM | intimated document in the portal of dt. 27.12.2024
Kishore Singh, S/o Sri| Singh, S/o Braj Kishore Singh situated at 03-12-2024{thereon 19.07.23 Circle, Cuttack 20/24 AM. P.M. later Last date / time of receipt of bids

5PMof dt. 27.12.2024

From 11.00 AM of dt. 13.12.2024 to 5.00 PM

At 11.30 AM of dt. 30.12.2024
Superintending Engineer, P.H. Division, Balangir,
" At- Tulsinagar, Dist- Balangir-767001

Bishunpur Lakhansen,
Rampur Mina, PS Baruraj, via
Birhimabazar, &Anchal Mofipur,
Dist. Muzaffarpur- 843111

Dated 13.03.2008,

W:Vendor

Boundaries :N:
Krishan Mohan Singh, 8: Vendor, E: Road,

Place : Muzaffarpur
Date : 07.12.2024

Authorised Officer
Bank Of Baroda

1"":"" - Central Offices, Kalaburagi : Stores & Purchase Department,

KALYANA KARNATAKA ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION

Gulbarga-585 102. Tel. & Fax No. 08472-260502, Mobile No. 77606 86172 (COSP), 77608 92029 (5.0)

Sarige Sadana, Main Road,

Govl. .

Bihar Institute of Public Administration and Rural Development
Brahmyonl Parwat, Kushdihra, Gaya, Bihar-823001,
Website: http://bipard.bihar.gov.in/
e-Mail: bipardgayaeproc@gmail.com
MIT MNo: PDATracking /BOR/2024/01/73
e- Short Tender Notice

<+ of Bihar

No. KK T/CO/COSP/ 09 12024-25

SHORT TERM TENDER INVITING NOTICE (THROUGH KPP PORTAL ONLY)

Tenders through KPP portal (pre-gualification & commercial) are invited for supply /
service of following items

Date; 06.12.2024
the Board of Revenue, Bikar",

Si:hedule of Bid Process:-

Sl. | Tender No.

No. & date Tender Nomenclature

G-42/
06.12.24

Procurement of Lubricants

G-43/
06.12.24

Procurement of SMF Batteries for
UPs

o-44/
06.12.24

Procurement of Automotive
Batteries

5-45/
06.12.24

Setection of an agency for providing
Technical Assistants to KKRTC

G-48/
06.12.24

Procurement of ERW Gl Tubes

G-47/
06.12.24

Procurement of Automotive Glasses

SeNo|  information Details
i " RFF No. and Date of availabil ity PIJP.Tran::kun_EJ-'IJUF:.F.EI:I.-ZﬂIU-lf.’3 Available for
£ - _download from 047 December 2024, 08:00 PM _
Last date for 2 Last date for submission of Q6™ December 2024, 05:00 PM
Value submission of _ written queries for clarifications | _ _
tender 3 Date of pre-bid conference 05" December 2024, 03:00 PM
Google Meet meeting 1D:
s L4 &) -Teatien : https://meet.goagle.com/tfq-jxje-pua
Crores at 15:00 hrs. 4 Release of response to 11" December 2024, 05:00 PM
Rs. 0.83 31.12.2024 . clarifications
Crores at 15:00 hrs. 5. | LdE'L -i:IJLL l.‘:af Eubrhlsslun 43-I' |:r||'_1 lH':" DELL"'[“Il'JIE‘r EI}.H Eli UI} F‘M
a. | D;lrenlng_ of Technical Bids 13" DECEFﬁbEr 2024, 04: 0aF FI"..'1
Rs. 1.94 31.12.2024 | & -_|. ﬂ-rm"ung of Financial Bids “To beintimated
Crores al 15:00 hrs = E I - EMD 'lhé?ﬂﬁ I:T'!:_IG.F - &
Rs. 15.73 31.12.2024 9 Contact person for gqueries ShriArya Gautam
Crores at 15:00 hrs. Senlor Assistant Director, BIPARD, Gava
Rs. 02.05 31.12.2024 emall id:- bipardgayaeproc@gmail com
Crores at 15:00 hrs For further details bid decuments are available on the website: https://eproc2 bihargovin. Last
Rs. 02.64 31.12.2024 date of submission of bid is 18/12/2024 till 03:00 PM, The document should be purchased and
Crores at 15:00 hrs submitted online via e-Proc portal (hitps://eproc2. bihar.gov.in) only.
e-Procurement Help Desk

DIPR/Kalaburagl TOOKSMCEA/Z024-25

All the details of Tender, Registration, Tender form documents etc. are available at
hitps://kppp.karnataka.gov. in/#/portal/portal-home. Mail lo cospnekric@gmall.com or
supporti@ eprochelpdesk.com for further information if required. Further, any addendum /
corrigendum related to changes in terms and conditions of tender, specification and
calendar of events atc. will be uploaded only through KPP portal

Sd/- Controller of Stores and Purchases
(Tender Inviting Authority)

Toll Free Mumber: 1800572 6571

PR. No.14068 (B & C | 2024-25

e B WY faer, yeiéE v uv aRar

Froposal for "Selection of Agency for the Development, Installation, and Operation of a Web and
Mobile Software Solution for Accessing and Tracking Pending Demand and Recovery details for

Email 1d! eproc2support@bihar.gowvin
For further details please visit | www.state. bihar.gow.in/prdbihar

Assistant Director,
BIPARD (Gaya, Bihar)

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

Further details can be seen from the web site http:/tenders.ori.nic.in or www.tendersorissa.gov.in

OIPR- 13005/11/0023/2425

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer
PH. Division, Balangir
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THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, DECEMBER 8,2024

9 EXPRESS INTERVIEW wsouss

‘Elon Musk, Silicon Valley

are not elected... they are
making the most importan
decisions in our history’

Yuval Noah Harari on how democracy collapses, the future of religion, what brings
true happiness, the way the Al revolution is rewriting social and economic codes, the appeal of
Vipassana and the lessons of history he has for Donald Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu

WHAT WOULD a future in which Donald
Trump helms America for a second term and
the march of Al continues unabated look like?
Complicated, and more unequal than ever be-
fore, according to YUVAL NOAH HARARI,
Israeli historian and author, most recently of
Nexus (Penguin RandomHouse).

In this interview with ANANT GOENKA,
Executive Director, The Indian Express Group,
Harari, 48, speaks of the erosion of trust that
propels populism and damages democracy,
the impact of Al on interpersonal relation-
ships, why religion will need to change if it has
to stay relevant and the one lesson Benjamin
Netanyahu needs to learn. Edited excerpts:

Donald Trump defines power as fear.
What, according to you, is power in the
year 2025?

The question is, what do you do with
power? Do you use power to gain more power,
or do you try to use power in order to change
the world for the better, to improve people’s
lives? And that's always the big question in
politics. Unfortunately, at the present mo-
ment, we have too many politicians who think
about power as just a means to gain more
power, and this has always been the danger
indemocracy...

Democracy is a system in which you give
power to somebody on condition that after
fouryears or so, they give it back, and the pub-
lic can make another decision, did you use
your power wisely and compassionately for
four years? Okay, then we give it again, or, if
not, we give it to somebody else. The question
is always, what happens if you give power to
somebody who doesn’t want to give it back,
they now have all the power they can useit to
just stay in power. And I think the American
public had made a very big gamble, very big
risk giving so much power to Trump, who al-
ready proved that he wants to stay in power at
all cost. So we will see what happens.

Why do you think the American people
did that? Populist political movements
are not new... if you look back in history
and today, is there one common
element that sparks political populist
movements?

[think at the heart of populism thereis a
distrust of humanity, a distrust of human
beings... You see it both on the radical right
and also on the radical left. They have differ-
ent ideas about many things, but one thing
unites them, itis thinking that the only real-
ity is power and that all human interactions
are power struggles. They don’t believe, pop-
ulists, that humans and human institutions
really care about the truth... In the populist
imagination, when I'm now talking with
you, this is a power struggle. Everything we
say is just trying to manipulate each other
or to manipulate the viewers. So the ques-
tion to ask whenever you hear somebody
say something, is not, is it true? What s the
evidence? The question to askis, who is win-
ning, who is gaining power, whose interests
are being served? This view of humanity as
if all humans are power-crazy demons, this
erodes trust in human beings, it erodes trust
ininstitutions, in the media, in university, in
courts. People think these are just conspir-
acies of people to gain power.

And if you lose trust in all institutions,
democracy collapses. Democracy functions
based on trust. If there is no trust, the only sys-
tem that can still function is a dictatorship.
Because dictatorshipis built on terror, not on
trust. You need to frighten people, not make
them trust. Now the main thing to say about
this populist worldview is that it’s not just
very cynical, it’s simply wrong. Yes, humans
are interested in power to some extent, but
every human being also has an authentic,
deep yearning for the truth. We really want
to know the truth about the world. Why?
Because if you don’t know the truth about life,
you will never be happy because you don’t
know what are the true sources of your mis-
ery. Evenif you are the most powerful person
in the world, if you don’t know the truth about
life, you will waste all your power trying to
solve the wrong problems... We should ap-
proach the world with a more generous view
of human beings and human institutions,
that, yes, some human beings are corrupt,
sometimes some people lie. But this is not the
basic situation of humanity.

e

< 2
e

A
b
¥ ;'"*

-

1

" _--.m
'w | ",'

——
g -
=W
i L7
il
F '__'. =

v/

-

L

Best-selling author Yuval Harari in an exclusive interaction with the Express in Mumbai on Friday. Amit Chakravarty

so angry, so fearful. You look at the long span
of history, and in terms of health, nutrition,
security, countries like the United States,
France, Germany, this is the best place in
(their) history and people are so dissatisfied.

Is spirituality an answer to this
dissatisfaction. Or is it something that
actually makes you polarise more and
creates more dissatisfaction?

Itdepends on if you mean spirituality or
religion... The problem of real spirituality is
that it doesn’t scale.

I'm surprised you’re saying that because
you are from Israel and you travel every
year, three hours away from Mumbai, to
do Vipassana.

How many people

You used the phrase there are in India or in
‘human misery’. So are Too many Israel... how many of them
we getting disillusioned politicians think really go on these deep
quicker? Regimes lasted about power just as spiritual journeys?
300-400 years,do .
people get fed up of the ameans togain . Religion scales,
regime faster today than more power and this spirituality doesn’t?
they used to? has always been the Yes, religion scales.
History is accelerating... dan gerin Spirituality is when you
and being fed up (is) one of d Th ask a big question about
the deep truths about hu- emocracy... ihe life. What is reality? What

man nature... The deep, ba-
sic reaction of the mind to
pleasant experiences is not
satisfaction, but craving for
more, right? So, the better

American public
has taken a big risk
by giving so much
power to Trump

is good? And you go on a
very deep, sometimes dif-
ficult journey to find the
answers. And no matter
what obstacle you en-

things become, the more
people are dissatisfied. They have more de-
sires, more cravings.

Is that what we see in America? They
have been successful. They have
commanded the attention of the world
for over 50 years, yet people are fed up
with the Western model of liberal
democracy?

That'’s the amazing thing. Trump’s slo-
gan is Make America Great Again; as if
America is not great. But you look at America
in recent years, during Biden’s time, it is by
far the biggest economy. Chinais in trouble.
Europeisin trouble. America is doing great.
You look at the military. The US military is, by
far, the strongest in the world. You look at
the Al race, which s at the centre of the book
I wrote, and United States is winning the Al
race, which will make America even more
powerful, economically, culturally and mili-
tarily. And yet, Americans are so dissatisfied,

counter, you go on.
Religion is when people are kind of tired or
give up on the spiritual quest and they just
get a ready-made answer. Like somebody
says, this is the answer to the big question.
Take t, believe it. You cannot question it. And
you just believe it, blind belief. This scales.
You can make a billion people chant some
answer... Every time you try to scale (spiri-
tual traditions)... it’s not an individual or a
small group.

...It gets adulterated, loses
authenticity?...

Yes, because people become attached to
rites and rituals, beliefs, they forget about
the true essence of the spiritual path, and
then it becomes areligion, and it often leads
to more conflict... You know the best test for
a spiritual tradition or a spiritual place, like
a temple or a synagogue is: does it bring
peace or conflict? If you have a temple and
you have lots of people fighting over it, it

means it’s not functioning well. So this is a
very simple test. And you see it like in
Jerusalem, (it’s) supposed to be the holiest
place on earth, the most spiritual place... so
many wars. If it’s so spiritual, how come it
causes so much bloodshed?

Ilike to believe India is at the heart of
any devout place... (from) your time in
India and your exposure to spirituality
in India, does India has some kind of
learning for the world?

I'm not an expert on comparing spiritual
traditions. [ myself found the deepest an-
swers in my life, on my spiritual path, from
a tradition that started in India with the
Buddha, and my teacher, SN Goenka, he
learned it in Burma, in Myanmar. So this is
why I come every year, to take a long medi-
tation retreat here. But [ wouldn’t like to
comment, or give ranks.

Based on your books, I have a few
questions about the future of some
ideas... What will be the future of
religion and what should be the future
of religion?

Religion will continue to change. I mean,
people think that religion is some kind of
eternal truth. But if you look at any religion,
Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism,
it changes all the time. People deny the
change. But, it’s the same eternal truth. You
take a Jew today, you take aJew 1,000-2,000
years ago. They believe in different things.
They dress differently. They behave differ-
ently. So, religion will continue to change, to
adapt to new realities like the rise of Al will
also change religion.

And it should?
If it wants to survive, it has to change. If
you don’t change, you don’t survive.

What will be the future of romantic love
and what should be the future of
romantic love? I'm putting it in the
context of Al

[ think we will see more and more inter-
vention of technology of Al in human rela-
tionships. Even humans getting into rela-
tionships with Als. I don’t think that Als have
consciousness, that they have feelings or
emotions. But they become very good at cre-
ating fake feelings and fake emotions, fool-
ing us to think that there is another con-
scious entity. So, I think we will see more
and more of that. And this is very danger-

ous, we have to be very careful about that.
We should be able to keep Al out of our per-
sonal interpersonal lives.

The key about relationships, especially
romantic relationships, (is that) if it's only
focused on you, (on) ‘I want to feel better’,
then Al could be the perfect companion be-
cause it knows your own feelings and it fo-
cuses on you. But real relationship is not
about me. Real relationship is 'm in the re-
lationship because [ want that the other per-
son I care about... And if Al has no feelings, I
cannot have a real relationship that is
going both ways with something that has
no feelings.

What's the future of inequality?

One of the big dangers (is) we will see
much greater inequality than ever before.
Because you have a few countries that lead
the Al revolution, it's mostly the USA and
China, all other countries are far behind. So,
like in the 19th century with the Industrial
Revolution, that a few countries like Britain
and France and Japan, they led the Industrial
Revolution, they conquered and exploited
the whole world. The same thing is likely
to happen, maybe on an even bigger scale
with Al

You look at the United States. So very few
people understand the Al revolution. Very few
people make the key decisions about the fu-
ture of everybody. And these people, you
know, like Elon Musk and the leaders of Silicon
Valley, they are not elected by anybody. And
maybe they are making the most important
decisions in the history of the world. The cre-
ation of Als, of new agents, more intelligent
thanus, of a new species that might take over
the world. One of the reasons I wrote Nexus is
to have more people understand what is the
Alrevolution, whatis happening, so more peo-
ple fromall over the world can join the debate
and voice their opinions.

One of the things that I think about
India is that we are a very hierarchical
place. Employee-employer; guru-
shishya; old-young; hierarchy matters
in India... then there’s the American
way, which is so attractive and captures
the imagination of the world:
everything is equal. So is equality a
universal value? Is it thought about
differently in America than in India?
The ideal of equality is very attractive all
over the world because itis based ona deep
truth. Yes, that all humans are essentially the
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same, biologically we are all the same. We
have the same bodies. We have the same
mental and physical capabilities. Culture
creates all these differences. Oh, you're from
this group. You're from this caste. You're
from this gender. So you are higher. You are
lower. All of this is human imagination. Of
course, human imagination changes the
world. Because of our imagination, we give
some group better education, more money,
more positions... (they) become more
powerful, more educated. This is not com-
ing from biology. This is coming from
our imagination.

Can we embrace diversity and equality?
The big debate is between equality of op-
portunities and equality of outcomes. Equality
of outcomes is just impos-
sible. Whenyoutrytodoit,
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operation based on money. And now we see
the rise of new crypto-currencies like Bitcoin
which are, to some extent, based on distrust
that you don’t trust the banks, you
don’t trust the government. So, instead you
trust technology.

This becomes the basis of the money. The
dollar is based on trust in human institu-
tions. Bitcoin is based on trust in technology.
So it’s another sign that humans are losing
trust in other humans and instead trying to
base their trust on technology and this is a
very dangerous development.

What should happen? Should we not be
innovative with technology? Or, stick to
the old dollar and stick to the old way?

No, you can definitely have digital. Most
dollars already are digital. Yeah, I mean, hardly
anybody uses cash anymore for anything. So
the question is not whether the money is dig-
ital or physical, it'’s all becoming digital. The
question is, what is the basis for the trust in
the money? I mean, with the dollar, people
say, I trust human institutions like the Federal
Reserve or the US government, so I trust the
dollar. Crypto is rebelling that, crypto is say-
ingdon’t trust.

Yes, crypto is saying I don’t trust human
institutions. I put my trust only in technology.
And a world in which humans don’t trust
other humans, | mean, that’s the whole trend
of Al Like what you see, you have this kind of
Al arms race. And you talk with the people
leading the big Al companies, and they tell
you we have to move faster and faster because
we don'’t trust the other humans. But then
you ask them, but do you think you'll be able
to trust the Als you're creating? And they say,
yes. And this is the paradox because we
should have no trust in other humans thanin
this completely new alien Al intelligence.

Afew quick ones, I can see my time’s
running out. What wins? Religion or
spirituality?

In history, religion wins. Because spiritu-
ality doesn’t scale. But if you want to be
happy, religion won’t help you. It’s spiritual-
ity that will.

What wins: justice or revenge?

Justice; you can’t have a large scale soci-
ety based onrevenge. And we see large scale
societies all over the world. So, despite the
power of revenge, humans have learned
how to seek justice and not revenge.

Is there a peaceful, sustainable ending
to the Israel conflict?

Yes, if people want. The conflict doesn’t
come from physics or biology, from the laws
of nature, it comes from beliefs in people’s
minds. And if people change their beliefs,
the conflict will end, but of course it’s very
difficult to make people change their beliefs.

The one prediction or trend that you
think you were wrong about?

[ didn’t expect that people will give up
on the system that brought peace to the
world so quickly and so easily. The early
21st century was the most peaceful era in
human history. It wasn’t because of a mira-
cle. It was because people built institutions
and the rule-based order. And it has been
the biggest political achievement maybe in
history. And people just gave it up... are in
the process of just giving it up.

You're talking about liberalism and
liberal democracies.

No, I'm talking about the international
system, which also includes autocracies.

But there was somebody on top of that
international system.

It's just not just one person. You see it all
over the world. That people just... I think,
again, it's something deep in human nature
that the good things you just take for
granted. Like when your knee is working
well, you don’t think about it. You just know
the knee... Then it starts feeling pain. You
remember, oh, [ have a knee. It's the same
with the relative order and the peace of the
world, that people just took it for granted.
Now it’s collapsing. And instead of order, we
get chaos. And it was so difficult to build. It
was an imperfect order. And I didn’t think
that people would be so
stupid to give up so quickly

the only thing that can try At the_ heart of ] this achievement.

is a totalitarian regime.  populism thereisa

Because you constantly distrust of The one historical

have to kind of manage : lesson you’d want to
everybody. What we can !w manity... You see read to Donald Trump?
aspire to more is at least it both on the I'm not sure that he’s
equality of opportunities.It ~ radical right and really interested in histori-
will never be the same out- left...They have cal lessons.

come for everybody. Butit  yiggarant ideas, but

is unfair if a child born to- . ) Even so, any one lesson
day to a very poor family =~ ONné thing unites from history?

and a child born to a very them, it is thinking You know, the most ba-

rich family, the poor child
will not get any education
and will not have any op-

that the only reality
is power

sic lesson... that he’s going
to die like everybody else.
So all this pursuit of power

portunities. Why? So at
least we should aspire to create more oppor-
tunities for more people.

Do you think one reason for all the
populist movements around the world
is this feeling that we want equality and
we’re going to change the regime,
change all the institutions?

Sometimes they say so, but many of the
policies of populist regimes around the
world, they encourage hierarchy and they
encourage inequality.

What's the future of money and what
should be the future of money?

That’s a very important question. Money
is about trust. Money is a system of mutual
trust between people, maybe the most so-
phisticated system of trust ever devised.
That two people who never met, complete
foreigners, maybe from different countries,
they can still trade, they can still make a co-

and attention, it will lead
him nowhere. And I think if he remembers
his own, you know, his own transience, like
I can almost guarantee him that in a couple
of hundred years nobody would remember
him. Like how many Mughal emperors...
people in the United States remember, how
many Byzantine emperors people remem-
ber, very very few. So they all get forgotten.

Benjamin Netanyahu, the one lesson
that you’d want to tell him.

The basic lesson, you know, Jews have
been a persecuted minority for 2,000 years.
And this was the deepest lesson that Jews
learned. That you don’t worship power. That
you need more compassion. And Netanyahu
and his people, everything the Jewish peo-
ple have learned over 2,000 years, they for-
got within two generations.

Watch the interview on
The Indian Express YouTube channel
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RISING TO THE CHALLENGE

Kerala’s dialysis patients rose 341%
in 3 yrs, now state has 107 facilities

Dialysis patients
in state increased
from43,7401n
2020t0 1,93,281
in 2023: Govt

SHAJU PHILIP
TANALUR (MALAPPURAM),
DECEMBER7

FOR THE last six years,
Muhammedkutty has had a
fixed routine. The 54-year-old
undergoes dialysis three days a
week at a centre attached to the
government family health cen-
tre at Tanalur in Kerala’s
Malappuram district.

“For the first year-and-a-half,
[ was undergoing dialysis at a
private hospital. When I ran out
of money, I came to this centre,
but even then, I have to find
Rs 15,000 a month for related ex-
penses and travelling. We are liv-
ing on five cents of land (a cent
is equivalent to 435.56 sqft),and
no source of income,” says
Muhammedkutty, who has had
diabetes for 25 years and hyper-
tension for the last eight years.

Riding on the back of rising
lifestyle diseases such as dia-
betes and hypertension, Kerala
has seen an unprecedented
spurt in the number of dialysis
patients since 2020. According
to data submitted in the state
Assembly by Health Minister
Veena George, the number of
dialysis patients has gone up
from 43,740 in 2020 to 1,93,281
in 2023 - an alarming growth of
341 per cent in three years. The
number doubled in the first year
itself, shooting up to 91,759 and
then 1,30,633 in 2022.

This spike in the number of
patients has seen dialysis centres
coming up in village panchayats
like the one in Tanalur, which was
setupin2019. Currently, 105 hos-
pitals under the Kerala health de-
partment, from district hospitals
to family health centres or FHCs
(previously called primary health
centres or PHCs), besides the ter-
tiary care hospitals, have dialysis
units. Apart from the government
centres, there are roughly around
200 private dialysis centres across
the state.

Apart from Tanalur, FHCs at
Erattupetta in Kottayam,
Valavannur in Malappuram,
Marakkara in Malappuram, and
Uruvachal in Kannur also have
dialysis centres that function
with the support of charitable
organisations.

According to state-wise data
of the Pradhan Mantri National
Dialysis Programme (PMNDP),
as on October 31, Kerala has 107
dialysis centres and 1,271 func-
tional dialysis machines. Gujarat,
amuch bigger state, tops this list

il "J LJ—’-JI ‘u‘]"l

'".-'LI' ! i II Tt
l {4

The dialysis centre at Tanalur in Kerala’s Malappuram district. Special Arrangement

with 272 dialysis centres and
1,286 dialysis machines. In com-
parison, Uttar Pradesh has only
78 centres and 884 machines.

The FHC at Tanalur was one
of the first such grassroot-level
government-sector hospitals in
Kerala to start a dialysis centre.
The initiative came from the
Tanalur village panchayat after
the Malappuram district pan-
chayat mooted the idea.

“We formed the Tanalur
Panchayat Kidney Patients
Welfare Society with 230 mem-
bers,” says panchayat vice-pres-
identV Abdul Rasak. “The centre
was established at the FHC com-
pound with resources mobilised
from the panchayat, MLA local
area development fund and
sponsorship.”

While the cost of a single
dialysis ranges from Rs 1,200-
2,500 in private hospitals, the
centre offers the service free of
cost but patients need to pay Rs
200 forrelated expenses. To keep
itself running, the centre de-
pends on the goodwill of its pa-
trons - crowdfunding, philan-
thropists, or expatriates.

The Tanalur centre began
with six patients but now has 36
patients working in three shifts.

“Most of them are from the
panchayat locality. We have an-
other 21 patients on the waiting
list. If we have to accommodate
a new patient, an existing one
should die or undergo kidney
transplant. A survey conducted
last year showed 57 dialysis pa-
tients within the panchayat
area,” Rasak says.

Given the demand, another

2009 BENGALURU 40-KG GOLD HEIST

Woman'’s 2-sec phone call to save husband’s number helped cops crack case

KIRAN PARASHAR
BENGALURU DECEMBER7

IN 2009, the east Bengaluru
branch of a private finance firm
found itself in the news after 40
kg of gold was found to have
been robbed from its office in
one of the biggest gold heists re-
ported in the city. While investi-
gators kept their sights locked on
the branch manager, as fate
would have it, a two-second
phone call changed the course of
the investigation and exonerated
him.

An ‘accident’ and

an abduction

Things were going well for
Isaaq John, branch manager of
Muthoot Mini Nidhi Finance lo-
cated on the first floor of a build-
ing on New Thippasandra Road.
The finance company disbursed
loans against gold, besides aid-
ing money transfers and wealth
management. After his working
hours on June 2, 2009, John
locked the firm’s strong room
and main door and headed
home on his scooter after keep-
ing the keys in the vehicle’s un-
derseat compartment.

Ashe approached 12th Main
Road in Indiranagar, a motorbike

bearing the registration number
KAO2 ED15 hit John’s scooter
from behind, causing him to fall
on the road and sustain minor
injuries. Occupants of a Maruti
Omni car, which was passing by,
decided to take him to a hospital
in their vehicle.

Unbeknownst to John, the
men who caused the accident
and those who took him in the
Omni van were part of the same
gang. They snatched his mobile
phone and used chloroform to
render him unconscious. What
they did not anticipate, however,
was that the keys to the office
were not on his person.

Getting the keys from
the police station

The gang immediately began
to suspect that the keys were in
the scooter. One of the gang
members returned to the acci-
dent spot only to find out that
John’s scooter was taken to
Jeevan Bhima Nagar traffic po-
lice station. Pretending to be his
friends, two men went to the po-
lice station. Somehow convinc-
ing the police that the accident
was minor and John was fine at
the hospital, they took the
scooter and managed to get hold
of the keys.

Wasting no time, the gang

“We formed the Tanalur
Panchayat Kidney
Patients Welfare Society
with 230 members,”
says VAbdul Rasak,
Tanalur panchayat
vice-president

private dialysis centre with 40
patients is already operating
within the panchayat limit, and
a third oneis in the offing.

Eight kilometres away, the
Valavannur FHC has a dialysis
centre with 24 patients, with 38
more in the queue. Besides these,
the nearby Tirur municipal town
also has both private and govern-
ment centres. Despite the mush-
rooming of these local dialysis
centres, the state’s heavy disease
burden threatens to overwhelm
the system.

Some 100 km away, Alive
Makham Charitable Society in
Kozhikode’s Puthuppady village
too has reached its capacity. The
centre, which started two years
ago, has 20 patients - with 12 on
their waiting list.

“They have to now depend
upon other centres elsewhere,”
its convenor Muhammed
Musthafa says.

For patients, meanwhile,
there is another major economic
cost - the loss of livelihood.
“Many (patients) are breadwin-
ners between the age of 40 and
60... With three dialysis sessions
in a week, they may not be able
to go to work. The patient’s care-

went to the Muthoot office and
stole 40 kg of gold ornaments,
valued at Rs 5.68 crore at the
time (roughly Rs 28 crore at
present).

A police officer recalled that
the incident came to light only
after 18 hours, adding that time
is crucial in such cases. “Dumped
inanisolated place, John gained
consciousness the next morning
and managed toreach a hospital
for treatment. His first thought
was that he was only robbed of
Rs 20,000 (which was in his
pocket). Before long, he man-
aged to locate his scooter near
Jeevan Bhima Nagar traffic po-
lice station. It was on checking
the scooter that John realised
that the office keys were also
missing. He immediately in-
formed the finance firm’s execu-
tives and rushed to the branch
only to find that all the gold in
the strong room was cleaned
out. They approached the Jeevan
Bhima Nagar police,” the officer
said.

“Our first suspect was the
victim (Isaaq John). We had to
question him and check his cre-
dentials and details for almost a
day. and kept him under watch.
By then, the media came to
know about the case and started
to flash news about the heist. As

taker also cannot go to work. This
has a major impact on our fami-
lies in Kerala,” says Dr M K
Mohandas, head of nephrology
department at the Government
Medical College,
Thiruvananthapuram.

Plugged into the dialysis ma-
chine at the Tanalur centre is N
Baiju, 48. Diabetic for the last 15
years, Baiju, an autorickshaw
driver, the sole earning member
in the family, has been on dialy-
sis for a year. The dialysis, thrice
aweek, means neither he nor his
wife can go out to work.

“My two children are students
and repayment of the loan for the
auto rickshaw is overdue,” he
says. “Friends have formed acom-
mittee to help us and we are fully
depending upon such help.
Transplant requires Rs 50 lakh,
and efforts are on to find both the
money and a matching kidney.

According to health experts,a
major factor behind the explo-
sion of dialysis cases is the high
prevalence of diabetes in the
state. According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research-
India Diabetes-17 (ICMR-IN-
DIAB-17) study, the prevalence
of diabetes in Kerala is 23.6 per-
cent - twice of the national av-
erage at 11.4 percent.

Dr Mohandas
Thiruvananthapuram
Government Medical College,
says that “in 60-70 per cent of
patients, diabetes is the major
factor that leads to renal failure
andinthe rest of the patients itis
hypertension”.

“Since lifestyle diseases go
unchecked, the number of kid-

of the

the case was serious in nature, at
least seven to eight teams were
formed,” the officer added.

TRangappa, S Badrinath, MK
Thammaiah,
Hanumatharayappa,
Mohammed Rafiq and Srinivas
- then police inspectors -
headed the teams. “The case
started with zero leads. There
were no CCTV cameras on the
road or in firms like how it is to-
day. The Central Crime Branch
(CCB)was parallely investigating
and there was a competition be-
tween the East Division police
and the CCB,” a police officer
said.

A call that proved
costly for the gang

While collecting informa-
tion from the vicinity of the fi-
nance firm, the police came to
know that a footwear shop
opened opposite the Muthoot
office amonth ago but was shut
downin the days after the heist.

Apolice team contacted the
owner of the building and got
the number of the person who
rented the space. “We took the
mobile number that he had
given to the owner and found
that the number had only com-
municated with four to five
other numbers frequently
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ney patients in Kerala requiring
dialysis will only further go up,”
he warns.

The number of dialysis pa-
tients has been growing at an
alarming rate in the last two
decades, says Dr. Bijoy Antony, a
nephrologist at Aster MIMS in
Kannur. A patient typically needs
8-12 dialysis in a month and
must shell out at Ileast
15,000/month towards it.

“In 2004, when I joined the
Government Medical College,
Kannur, as a nephrologist, the
number of dialysis done in a
month was less than 200. But
the figure had grown to around
3,000 amonthin the same med-
ical college in the next one
decade. Despite the mushroom-
ing of dialysis facilities across
Kerala, we see many patients
find it difficult to get slots every
week. The only relief is that dial-
ysis has increased the survival
rate of kidney patients,” he says.

Apart from lifestyle diseases
such as diabetes, hypertension
and obesity, doctors see the
“misuse of medicines for pain
and gastric problems as major
contributors to the renal failure”.

In June, the state health de-
partment launched a survey to
identify lifestyle diseases of 1.77
crore people above the age of 30.
Until last month, it found that of
the 32 lakh people surveyed,
nearly half -- 15 lakh people --
had risk factors that could lead to
lifestyle diseases. The survey also
found that 4.30 lakh people had
hypertension, 2.86 lakh people
had diabetes and 1.69 lakh had
both diabetes and hypertension.

within that month. It also
turned out that the SIM card
was bought using a fake iden-
tity,” said a police officer.

Next, investigators checked
the Call Details Records (CDR)
of those numbers, suspecting
that they were all part of a gang
which may have been involved
in the robbery. However, even
those four to five numbers had
only communicated between
each other. “Some random calls
were made to divert police at-
tention, but we tracked every
person to whom a call was
made. The investigation was so
intense that each and every in-
coming and outgoing call made
after the SIM cards were acti-
vated were checked as the con-
nections were just 30 days old.

That’s when investigators
noticed a call that lasted just
two seconds, made to the num-
ber of a woman. An officer said,
“We found out that the woman
was the wife of Jayakumar, a
resident of Mahadevapura in
Bengaluru. He was arrested ina
theft case before and was out on
bail. We went to Jayakumar’s
house and on questioning, his
wife said that she had called
from her husband’s new mobile
number to her own number to
save it.” This call happened 15

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Pak national’s deportation
stalled as his acquittal in
terror case challenged in SC

A special court had convicted Mohammed Fahad in
Feb 2023, but the Karnataka HC overturned this order

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, DECEMBER7

THE BENGALURU police have filed
an appeal in the Supreme Court
against a recent Karnataka High
Courtdecision to acquit three peo-
ple in a 2012 terrorism case, in-
cluding a Pakistani national
whose deportation was ordered
after the acquittal.

OnSeptember 25 this year, the
Karnataka High Court had acquit-
ted Syed Abdul Rehaman, 36,
Apsar Pasha, 43, and Pakistani na-
tional Mohammed Fahad alias
Md Koya, 42, in a case filed under
the  Unlawful Activities
(Prevention)Act, the Indian Penal
Code, the Arms Act, and the
Explosive Substances Act.

The high court had overturned
aFebruary 2023 conviction order
of a special court for terrorism
casesagainst Fahad, who hasbeen
in prison since 2006 over a previ-
ous terrorism conspiracy case;
Pasha, a convict froma 2006 terror
case; and Rehaman, who was pre-
viously an undertrial prisoner in
the Bengaluru jail.

Fahad and Pasha are accused
of terrorism by the Bengaluru po-
lice for allegedly indoctrinating
Rehaman in prison to carry out
terrorist acts and guiding him to
obtain a gun and explosives
through alleged Lashkar-e-Toiba
links provided by the duoin 2012.

The Bengaluru police’s move
to file an appeal in the Supreme
Court on November 29 against
their acquittal is expected to halt
Fahad’s deportation. Fahad was
first arrested in 2006 in Mysuru
and hasbeen housed inastate de-
tention centre following the high

court order for his acquittal and
deportation to Pakistan.

2012 terrorism case

In the terrorism case brought
against Mohammed Fahad, Apsar
Pasha and Syed Abdul Rehaman
in 2012, the Bengaluru police al-
leged that Rehaman, who was in
jail for theft, was indoctrinated in
prison by Fahad and Pasha to take
up terrorism. It was alleged that
after Rehaman was released on
bail, Fahad and Pasha stayed in
touch with him by phone and
guided him to contact associates
based abroad to geta gun and ex-
plosive materials.

The special court for terrorism
cases in Bengaluruupheld the ev-
idence placed in court by the
Central Crime Branch of the
Bengaluru police to award a life
sentence to the trio for criminal
conspiracy, with smaller punish-
ments prescribed for the offences
of terrorism and dealing with ex-
plosives, arms etc.

The high court division bench,
however,overruled the trial court
on the grounds that the charge of
criminal conspiracy would not
hold since a jail superintendent
had stated in court that no phone
usage was allowed in the prison.

“Itis true that CDR [call data
record| analysis made by PW16
[prosecution witness 16] shows
telephonic communication
among themselves. As deposed
by PW26, there are certificates is-
sued under section 65B of the
Indian Evidence Act in respect of
CDRs. But by considering the
CDRs, no inference as to conspir-
acy can be drawn. Accused No.1
cameoutofjailon31.12.2011,and
the other two remained in jail.

This is not disputed. If accused
Nos.2 and 3 remained in jail, an
obvious doubt as to how they
could communicate with accused
No.1 would arise,” the high court
observed.

The high court said that the
cross-examination of the chief su-
perintendent, Central Jail,
Gulbarga, had shown that there
was no report of usage mobile
phones by Pashaand Fahad in the
prisonand “if there were tobe any
telephonic conversations as stated
by PW21, they must beillegal con-
versations from which inference
astoexistence of conspiracy is dif-
ficult to be drawn, because PW21
has also stated that accused No.1
had received a call from a Gulf
country and also from a person
called ‘Bhai’ from Pakistan,” the
HC pointed out.

The high court also considered
the fact that the sanction proce-
dure for cases under UAPA had not
been strictly adhered to by the
home department while acquit-
ting the trio of terror charges.

The high court acquitted
Rehaman of the conspiracy and
terrorism offences but main-
tained his conviction under some
sections of the Arms Act and
Explosive Substances Act. Fahad
and Pasha were acquitted of all of-
fences. The high court also said
that Fahad “shall be deported to
Pakistan after his release fromjail”.

“Soon after the high court or-
der of September 25, Fahad was
released from prison and housed
in a detention centre for deporta-
tion. The filing of the appeal in the
SCwould mean that the deporta-
tion process will have to be halted
until the SC case abates,” a police
source said.
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Visitors at the 30th Kolkata International Film Festival on Saturday. ANI

days before the crime.

Investigators said that one
day, on noticing that her hus-
band - who was sleeping - had
another phone with him,
Jayakumar’s wife picked up the
second phone and called her
number. She answered the call
and hung up within two sec-
onds. Her intention was to save
the number so she could reach
him when his usual number
was unavailable. She never
asked him about the new
phone or its number. However,
Jayakumar disposed of the mo-
bile phone after the crime.

“By then, it was clear that
Jayakumar was part of the gang.
Uponinterrogation, he revealed
that they had built a team and
planned the heist for at least
three months,” an officer said.

Based on the information he
shared, the police arrested
Nirmal Raj Kumar, 35, Manoj
Kumar, 29, Lawrence D Selva,
24, and Jagannathan, 28, all res-
idents of Bengaluru, and Tamil
Nadu residents Bhaskaran, 26,
Setu, 30, ] Madivanna, 33, and
Das Prakash, 23. A police officer
said Nirmal Raj and Bhaskaran
met in prison and hatched a plot
to commit a big heist so they
could settle down. Others part
of the gang were their friends.

After the heist, the accused
partially sold the gold orna-
ments and went holidaying in
Shimla, Delhi, Manali and
Mumbai. “We made Jayakumar
call one of them stating that he
would join them to spend some
time as the heist was success-
ful. The accused fell prey to it
and when they came to meet
Jayakumar in Shimla, we caught
all of them,” the officer said.

On June 12, 2009, then city
police commissioner Shankar
Mahadeva Bidari held a press
meet stating that they had re-
covered 34.60 kg of gold.
“Initially we were unable to re-
cover all the gold ornaments.
But after the arrest, when they
went to prison, we found out
that some gold ornaments were
being sold or pledged. It was
hidden in a farmhouse and then
police inspector
Hanumatharayappa played a
crucial role in recovering an-
other 6 kg of gold,” a police offi-
cer said.

Meanwhile, one investigator
was also caught for trying to
make a quick buck from the ac-
cused.

Janardhan, then police in-
spector of Mico Layout who was
part of the investigation team,
had collected a bribe of Rs 3.45

lakh from accused Jagannathan
after promising to help him dur-
ing the trial. When the matter
came tolightin 2010, Janardhan
was suspended.

Planning the complex

operation

According to the investiga-
tors, the gang had recced the fi-
nance firm and tracked its oper-
ations, including who carries the
keys. They had also followed
John, besides purchasing new
mobile phones and SIM cards -
using fake documents - for the
same purpose. Significantly, they
had also rented commercial
space opposite the Muthoot fi-
nance firm, ostensibly to set up
a footwear shop.

Without the crucial phone
call establishing Jayakumar’s
connection to the crime, the po-
lice would have struggled to
crack the case, an official said.

Conviction

After gathering evidence and
information, the Jeevan Bhima
Nagar police filed a chargesheet
against the accused.

OnJanuary 6, 2023, the 56th
Additional City Civil and Sessions
Court convicted the accused and
sentenced them to 10 years of
imprisonment each.
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Crowded spaces, lack

of toilets: What CAG
found in Odisha
hostels for ST girls

SUJIT BISOY]I
BHUBANESWAR, DECEMBER 7

CROWDED LIVING space, short-
age inlack of adequate toilets un-
availability of purified drinking
water and staff shortage are
among various problems that
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) has flagged inthe
Scheduled Tribe Girls Hostel
(STGHs) run by the state SC/ST
development department.

The CAG report tabled in the
state assembly Saturday high-
lighted poor living conditions in
the hostels.

The STGH is a government
scheme aimed at providing hos-
tel accommodation for tribal
girls from remote and rural areas
to encourage higher enrolment
and reduce dropout rates.

Between 2007-08 and 2020-
21, of which 1,471 are already
functional, the Odisha govern-
ment had sanctioned Rs 857
crore for construction of 1,524
STGHs in the state.

These hostels accommodate
nearly five lakh tribal girls

According to the report of a
CAG, which was prepared fol-
lowing physical inspection to 69
hostels, insufficient cots and bed

linen in some hostels compelled
their residents to share beds.

“In 26 STGHs (out of the 69
inspected hostels) there were
shortages (ranging from one to
eight), in the number of toilets
required. In three STGHs, there
was no piped water supply. The
girls had to fetch water from the
bore well to meet their daily re-
quirements. Kitchen spaces and
dining spaces were not available
in 39 and 41 STGHs, respec-
tively,” said the report.

The CAG found that 34 of the
69 verified STGHs had not been
visited by the medical officers
— vital for the health of adoles-
cent girls.

Critical staff, such as hostel
superintendents, wardens, cook-
cum - such as attendants, sani-
tary workers, watch and ward
staff -- were found to be absent
or inadequate. In at least four
hostels, the absence of cook-
cum-attendants meant the girl
students were compelled to cook
for themselves, the report said.

While most of the STGHs re-
quired repair and maintenance,
the district tribal development
agencies had not submitted
the proposals to the state gov-
ernment seeking funds, the re-
port said.

Leopard attacks three
people in Jaipur, sets
off panic; captured

Animal sent to Nahargarh Biological park

The leopard was first spotted at the CPWD guest house in

Vidhyadhar Nagar. Express

PARUL KULSHRESTHA
JAIPUR, DECEMBER7

A 3-YEAR-OLD female leopard
that ventured into a residential
area in Jaipur Saturday afternoon
attacked three people, causing
panic and prompting a manhunt
for the animal.

The leopard was first spotted
at the CPWD guest house in
Vidhyadhar Nagar at 1 pm, with
residents alerting the forest de-
partment of its presence. It took
over a dozen officials more than
three hours to tranquilise the an-
imal, officials said. By that time, it
had already caused panic.

Arvind Mathur from
Nahargarh Biological Park, who
was leading the rescue operation,
told the media that the presence
of the publicmade the capture dif-
ficult.

“Whenever the leopard ven-
tures out of the wild, they become
shy and try to find a safe spot. It
has become difficult to tranquilise
theleopard in the public presence
because it makes the leopard
more anxious,” he said.

DCF (Deputy Conservator of
Forest) Jagdish Gupta said the
leopard had been moved to the
Nahargarh Biological Parkand will
be released in the wild.

Jaipur is close to Jhalana and
Amagarh leopard reserves and
there are estimated to be over 60
leopards in the area/ As a result,
leopard sightings are not uncom-
mon in Jaipur’s residential areas.

The development comes at a
time when eight people were
killed in leopard attacks in
Rajasthan’s Udaipur causing ter-
rorin the area. Fourleopards were
captured in the ensuing hunt for
man-eaters.

INDIAN DELEGATION IN VATICAN

An Indian delegation led by Union Minister George Kurian meets Pope Francis in Vatican City, where it witnessed the elevation
of Archbishop George Koovakad from Kerala as a Cardinal on Saturday. Koovakad, 51, who has been organising Pope Francis’s
international tours since 2020, is among 21 clergymen to have been elevated to the rank of Cardinal. In a post on X, the Prime
Minister’s Office said: “It is a matter of immense pride for India that Archbishop George Koovakad will be created as a Cardinal
by His Holiness Pope Francis.” x/@PMOmdia

Christian MPs ask Bishops’ group
to stand with Muslims on Waqf Bill

NIKHILAHENRY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 7

A SECTION of Christian MPs have
told the Catholic Bishops
Conference of India (CBCI) to
stand with the Muslim commu-
nity with regard to the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, 2024. The
church should take a principled
stand in supporting minority
rights which are enshrined in the
Constitution, the Opposition MPs
told the CBCL.

The opinion was aired in a
meeting called in New Delhi on
Tuesday by the CBCl, which rep-
resents the majority of Catholic
churches in the country.

The bill was earlier referred to
a Joint Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) to take opinions of different
stakeholders.

According to an MP, who at-
tended the meeting, it was

brought to the notice of the church
that the Waqf Amendment Bill in-
fringes on constitutional values. It
should be opposed even though
there are individual cases of prop-
erty disputes. For instance, the
Kerala State Waqf Board has
staked claim over 404 acres of
land in Ernakulam district’s
Munambam coast — land inhab-
ited for generations by some 600
Christian and Hindu families.

Cutting across party lines, the
Opposition MPs also told author-
ities that “growing anti-Muslim
hatred” should also be opposed
by the church.

The meeting was chaired by
Archbishop Andrews Thazhath,
the president of CBCl. Among the
attendees were Union Minister of
State for Minority Affairs and BJP
leader George Kurian, CPI(IM) MP
John Brittas, Trinamool Congress
MP Derek O'brien, Congress MPs
Hibi Eden and Dean Kuriakose

IITKHARAGPUR ‘NEPOTISM’ ROW

Faculty who apologised
not to face further action

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA,DECEMBER7

[IT KHARAGPUR authorities
Saturday decided to take ‘no fur-
ther action’ against the 80 pro-
fessors who have either replied
to the show cause notices or ten-
dered their apologies for raising
the issue of nepotism and irreg-
ularities at the premier engi-
neering institute.

However, the management
is reportedly mulling to take
steps against five professors who
have failed to reply to the show
cause notices.

“Out of 85 professors, 18 pro-
fessors have apologised and their
cases have been condoned; 62
professors have responded to the
show-cause notices on December
6, 2024. The competent author-
ity has informed them that no
‘further action’ is being taken
against them,” said a source.

“Based on your reply, the
competent authority hereupon
considers the same without any
further action whatsoever, while
reserving the legal rights in the
matter. You are hereby advised
to refrain from any activity
which is violative of the Statute
and/or Service Rules of the
Institute or such other similar
acts as may be construed as vi-
olative of the above in (the) fu-
ture,” read the fresh letters (a
copy of whichis with The Indian
Express) to 62 professors who
replied to showcase notices.

The controversy started after
the IIT Kharagpur Teachers
Association sent a letter to Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan in September alleging
nepotism and irregularities at [IT
Kharagpur.

This prompted show cause
letters from the authorities to
four officer bearers of IIT
Kharagpur Teachers Association.

and Zoram People’s Movement
Party MP Richard
Vanlalhmangaiha.

The agenda for the meeting
was decided by the CBClin a "re-
minder”, which was sent to the
participants. It stated that the
"agenda for discussion" included
"proactive role of Christian MPs in
supporting and protecting the
community and its rights" and
"Increasing attack and threats
against minorities, especially
Christians". The CBCI had inti-
mated MPs that "points of discus-
sion” would include "attacks on
churches, institutions and per-
sons, anti-conversion laws, Wagf
law and amendment bill,
Manipur issue, denial of ST rights
to Dalit Christians, FCRA renewal
and related issues and Papal visit".

In the meeting, concerns of
the church, including violence in
Manipur, anti-conversion laws
in different states and denial of

FCRA clearance to Christian in-
stitutions were also raised,
sources said. The meeting was
important as it was the "firstone
called by the Catholic clergy ina
few decades”, sources said.

The CBCI, however, clarified
that the meeting with Christian
MPs was “an informal gather-
ing”. According to a release is-
sued by CB(I, the meeting “was
called for informal sharing and
discussion among Christian IMPs
from various political parties and
the CBCI”.

The gathering concluded with
a Christmas dinner which “fos-
tered a spirit of camaraderie and
festive cheer”, the release read.

The release added, “The CBCI
emphasises that his meeting was
not aformal conference or a polit-
ically motivated event, but rather
an opportunity for Christian MPs
to come together and celebrate
the true spirit of Christmas."
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ISKCON says

temple,

centre

burnt down
in Bangladesh
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BJP leader Locket Chaterjee with others during a protest over
Bangladesh issue in Kolkata on Saturday. Express

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, DECEMBER7

THE INTERNATIONAL Society for
Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)
alleged on Saturday that one of
its temples and a centre in
Bangladesh were destroyed af-
ter being set on fire by miscre-
ants.

“It seems that atrocities
against minorities in Bangladesh
are continuing unabated. Today,
in the wee hours, our centre and
temple were burnt down. We
are deeply pained,” Radharamn
Das, vice-president of ISKCON,
Kolkata, and spokesperson, told
mediapersons.

Das said the alleged arson
and vandalism took place be-
tween 2 and 3 am on Saturday.

“Another ISKCON Namhatta
Centre burned down in
Bangladesh. The Deities of Sri Sri
Laxmi Narayan and all items in-
side the temple, were burned
down completely. The centre is
located in Dhaka,” Radharamn
Das wrote in a post on X.

“Early morning today, be-
tween 2 and 3 AM, miscreants
set fire to the Shri Shri Radha
Krishna Temple and the Shri Shri
Mahabhagya Lakshmi Narayan
Temple, which fall under the

Hare Krishna Namhatta Sangha,
located in Dhour village, under
then jurisdiction of Turag Police
Station, Dhaka district. The fire
was initiated by lifting the tin
roof at the back of the temple
and using petrol or octane,” Das
claimed in his post.

Protests have broken out in
West Bengal and other parts of
India over the arrest of ISKCON
monk Chinmoy Krishna Das in
Dhaka last month. Das, who was
accused of treason, had been
leading protests against alleged
atrocities on minorities in
Bangladesh.

ISKCON had claimed earlier
that many of its centres and tem-
ples were being forcibly shut
down in Bangladesh. Das had
also urged devotees and monks
in the neighbouring country to
be discreet and not wear tilak or
saffron garb in public.

The issue was also raised in
the Lok Sabha, with BJP mem-
bers urging the government to
ensure the safety of Hindus and
ISKCON followers in Bangladesh.

A private hospital and some
doctors in West Bengal had an-
nounced that they would not
treat Bangladeshi patients, while
some hotels in Malda have also
barred guests from the neigh-
bouring country.

Three-member panel to probe woman’s
death in lift collapse at Meerut hospital

NEETIKA JHA
MEERUT, DECEMBER/

NEARLY TWO days after a 28-
year-old womandied asaliftata
private hospital in Meerut col-
lapsed, the district administration
has formed a three-membered
committee to probe the matter.
The incident happened soon
after the woman, the wife of a
nursing attendant in the Indian
Army, had delivered a baby.
“We have ordered the CMOto
form a committee to probe the
matter at Capital Hopital,” said
District Magistrate, Meerut,
Deepak Meena. He said that the
panel will alsolook into the NOCs
and check if maintenance was
carried out timely at the hospital.
The DM said the CMO will find out
if the hospital, a registered one,
wasinviolation of any otherrules.
On Thursday, the deceased,
identified as Karishma Mavi, was
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admitted at Capital Hospital for
the delivery of her second child.
The baby was shifted to the
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
(NICU)around half-an-hour after
the delivery. Karishma was being
shifted to the ground floor when
the lift collapsed on Karishma’s
body and hit her chest. With no
lift operator nearby, the family
rushed to the nearest hospital and

GENOMIC ANALYSIS LINKS PROXIMITY WITH HTIN MAL COMMUNITIES LIVING ALONG THAILAND-LAOS'S NAN PROVINCE

Nicobar tribe genetically linked to South, Southeast Asia: Study

ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURU, DECEMBER 6

THE NICOBARESE tribe inhabit-
ing the Nicobar group of islands
in the eastern Indian Ocean are
genetically close to the South
and Southeast Asians, a new
study had said.

The Nicobar islands consists
of seven large islands including
Car Nicobar and Great Nicobar
and some islands like Little
Nicobar, Nancowry and Teressa
with corals and sandy beaches.

While previous studies had
stated that the dispersal of the
Austroasiatic population (lan-
guages commonly spoken in
Southeast Asia and the Pacific)in
South Asia began some 4,500 -
5,000 years ago and their migra-
tion spread many agricultural

practices, knowledge of plants
and domesticating animals, this
is for the first time that such de-
tailed genetic analyses of this
tribe were conducted.

The genomic analysis of
1,559 people from this tribe
linked the Nicobarese people's
genetic proximity with the
Austroasiatic language-speaking
Htin Mal communities living
along Thailand-Laos's Nan
province.

“The Nicobarese have genetic
lineage with the Southeast
Asians. This is for the first time
we have a detailed genetic
proof,” said Gyaneshwar
Chaubey, lead author of the
study and anthropologist at the
Banaras Hindu University.

Along with BHU the study,
published on Friday in the
European Journal of Human

Genetics, was jointly carried out
by researchers from CSIR -
Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology, Birbal Sahni
Institute of Palaeosciences,
Academy of Scientific and
Innovative Research, Amrita
Viswa Vidyapeetham, University
of Calcutta, Tata Institute for
Genetics and Society and the
University of Bern, Switzerland.

In the numerous evolution-
ary studies and documentation
since the stone-age era, humans
are believed to have transitioned
from being hunter-gatherers
into those living in settlements
practising food cultivation, agri-
culture and animal rearing.

But researchers argued that
the Nicobarese tribe had a differ-
ent evolutionary history, espe-
cially with respect to their living.

They said that the Nicobarese

people and their livelihood prac-
tices have links dating back
5,000 years ago.

Back then, the Southeast
Asian community were exten-
sively involved in farming and
agriculture.

As food was in grown and
available in abundance, these
communities thrived and their
population exploded.

There arrived a point when
some from within the commu-
nity were forced to expand their
agri-practices into newer geo-
graphical territories, one of them
being the Nicobar islands.

" The Nicobarese migrated
into Nicobar islands some 4,500
- 5,000 years ago. Interestingly,
both men and women migrated
to the islands,” Chaubey said.

The study's co-author and
senior scientist specialising in
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human genetics, Kumarswamy
Thangaraj from CCMB, said that
this tribal community needs to
be protected.

" They need to be allowed to
live in their habitat so that the
chances of them being exposed
to pathogens, which the main-
landers have been exposed to, is
limited,"” said Thangaraj, who
was part of the 2003 team which
visited Nicobar islands for sam-
ple collection.

He recalled treacherous inte-
riors and isolated localities
where the Nicobarese lived.

What makes this ancient
tribe significant is that they have,
so far, lived and survived with-
out admixtures and thereby
been able to preserve their ge-
nomic origins, language and
maintain a remarkable ethnic
distinctness over thousands of

years. DNA

In DNA, some regions mutate
fast and show variations,
whereas some other regions
upon mutation stabilise and re-
main unchanged for even thou-
sands of years.

The latter kind of genomic
markers and the advanced tech-
nology helped researchers in
unravelling the genomic past in
this study.

" As these tribes have stayed
isolated for thousands of years,
we could obtain and study these
stable DNA markers," said the
senior scientist.

At present, there is a 25,000
member community thriving
amidst thick forests, living
largely by rearing pigs, goat and
hen along with being dependent
on forest-produce like coconut
palm.

to find a lift operator, but by then
Karishma had died.

“It was our second child.1had
returned from Kashmir three days
ago, with her delivery scheduled
for December 5,” said Karishma's
husband Ankush Mavi, 32.

“Two attendants had carried
her inside the lift on a stretcher
to take her to the ground floor. I
was standing outside, waiting for

Karishma Mavi, who died in
the incident at Meerut’s
Capital Hospital (left). Express

the nurse. Within seconds, the
steel gate collapsed. She was
breathing for around 15 minutes
and was responding too. She
could have been saved,” alleged
Karishma’s brother, Hariom, 26.

An FIR was registered with
the Meerut Police under Section
105 (culpable homicide) of
Bharrtiya Nyaya Samhita, against
the hospital administration.

UP badminton panel
ex-secy, son get jail for
harassment of players

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER7

ASPECIAL courtin Lucknow sen-
tenced Dr Vijay Sinha,
former secretary of the Uttar
Pradesh Badminton Association,
to five yearsin prison and his son
Nishant Sinha to seven years in
jail in a 2017 case filed in
Lucknow involving allegations of
sexual and mental harassment of
players — including minors —
linked to the Association.

Nishant was also accused of il-
legally and unauthorisedly holding
the position of “officiating secre-
tary” of the UP Badminton
Association at the time.

“After the judgment by the

Pocso court, Vijay Sinha and his
son Nishant Sinha, who were out
on bail, were taken into
custody and sent tojail,” said spe-
cial counsel Abhishek Upadhyay.

A case under Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act was filed at a police
station in Lucknow on February
21,2017, based on complaints,
particularly from female players,
against Vijay Sinha and his son
Nishant Sinha. According to the
prosecution, the case was filed by
the then chief security officer of
the Babu Banarasi Das UP
Badminton Academy in
Lucknow, on the basis of aresolu-
tion passed by the executive
committee of the UP Badminton
Association on February 12,2017.
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Was it difficult to see through
the motive of the Plaintiffs
(who sought to worship
Hindu deities that were
allegedly present in the
Gyanvapi mosque) and the
consequences of allowing the
prayers in the Suit? In my
view, the Supreme Court
should have invoked its
powers under Article 141 of the
Constitution to do “complete
justice”, called the suit toits
file, and dismissed the suit
holding that the Act that was
honoured for 30 years should
be upheld at all costs

Pardon me, judges open Pandora’s box

THAVE had aringside view of the making
of many laws. I always impressed upon
the draftspersons of the Ministry of Law
to keep the Bill short, crisp and clear.

One such law was The Places of
Worship (Special Provisions)Act, 1991.In
my view, itis short —only 8 Sections. It was
crisp —ithad one objective and that was to
freeze the character of a place of worship
asitexisted at the dawn of Independence.
It was clear — no ‘ifs’ or ‘buts’ or ‘notwith-
standings’ or ‘without prejudices’.

Iwould urge everyone to read Section
3 and Section 4(1) the Act, which are as
under:

3. Bar of conversion of places of wor-
ship: No person shall convert any place of
worship of any religious denomination or
any section thereof into a place of worship
of adifferent section of the same religious
denomination or of a different religious
denomination or any section thereof.

4. Declarationas to thereligious char-
acter of certain places of worship and bar
of jurisdiction of courts, etc. — (1) It is
hereby declared that the religious charac-
ter of a place of worship existing on the
15th day of August, 1947 shall continue to
be the same as it existed on that day.

The only exception was the place of
worship commonly known as Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid situated in
Ayodhya because there was an ongoing
dispute.

There was widespread acceptance of
the intent, purpose, spirit and scope of
the Act. In my view, the Act achieved its

purpose because there was peace and
tranquility on issues concerning places
of worship for nearly 30 years. By and
large, the people accepted that atemple
shall remain a temple, a mosque shall re-
main a mosque, a church shall remain a
church, a gurdwara shall remain a gurd-
wara, a synagogue shall remain a syna-
gogue, and every other place of worship
shall retain the same character it had
possessed on August 15, 1947.

BENIGN NEGLECT

Unfortunately, there is precious little
information on the working of the Act.
Queries to PRISM (a Parliamentary re-
search facility ) revealed that the govern-
ment of the day gave bland answers on
three occasions about the arrests and
prosecutions under the Act. The best that
can be said of the working of the Act is
that successive governments have
shown benign neglect of the Act.

Enter the Courts. On October 28,
2020, a Writ Petition was filed in the
Supreme Court of India. The prayers are
instructive: Declare that Sections 2, 3 and
4 of the Places of Worship (Special
Provisions)Act, 1991 are void and uncon-
stitutional in so far as they seek to vali-
date ‘places of worship’illegally made by
barbaric invaders. Note that Sections 3
and 4 form the core of the Act. Absent
Sections 3 and 4, there is nothing in the
Act. These provisions have been chal-
lenged in the Supreme Court on the

grounds that they are violative of Articles
14, 15, 21, 25, 26 and 29 of the
Constitution of India. Note also that these
‘places of worship’ were, according to the
Petitioner, illegally made by barbaric in-
vaders. In the paragraph leading to the
three prayers, the Petitioner did not hide
whose cause he was espousing and
which was the target community. He
wanted to restore the religious places of
‘Hindus, Jains, Buddhists and Sikhs’ by
process of law. The Writ Petition has
been pending since 2020.

DISPUTE OVER
(GYANVAPI

In 2023, the Supreme Court enter-
tained a Special Leave Petition filed by the
Committee of Management Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid, Varanasi. The SLP chal-
lenged the order dated August 3,2023 of
the High Court of Allahabad. The District
Judge had directed an archaeological sur-
vey of the area in which the Gyanvapi
Mosque was situated. The High Court had
dismissed the Appeal and the Petitioners
approached the Supreme Court. The
Supreme Court, by an order dated August
4,2023, said that “we are unable to differ
with the view of the High Court, particu-
larly while exercising the jurisdiction un-
der Article 136 of the Constitution, ...and
recorded the submission of the Solicitor
General ... that the entire process shall be
concluded by any non-invasive method-

ology that may be adopted by the ASL.”

Such was the manner in which the
Pandora’s box was opened. The Court did
not enquire into the motive of the Plaintiffs
who had filed Givil Suit 18 of 2022 praying
that they were entitled to perform rituals
of deities which allegedly were present
within the premises of the Gyanvapi
mosque. The clear attempt of the Plaintiffs
was toworship Hindu deities that were al-
legedly present in a mosque. If they were
permitted to perform the rituals and wor-
ship the deities, it would convert the
mosque, at least partially, into a temple.
Thatwasin the teeth of the plain language
of Sections 3 and 4 of the 1991 Act.

CHAIN REACTION

Was it difficult to see through the mo-
tive of the Plaintiffs and the consequences
of allowing the prayersin the Suit? In my
view, the Supreme Court should have in-
voked its powers under Article 142 of the
Constitution to do “complete justice”,
called the suit toitsfile,and dismissed the
suit holding that the Act that was hon-
oured for 30 years should be upheld at all
costs. Following the Gyanvapi order, there
are disputes raised about the Idgah
mosque at Mathura, Sambhal in Uttar
Pradesh, the Qutub complex in Delhi, and
the Ajmer Sharif Dargah in Rajasthan.
Where willitend?

The Gyanvapi order will have con-
sequences like the infamous ADM
Jabalpur case.

An inquisition by Akal Takht,
featuring a king, a courtesan

LONG BEFORE a group of Akali ministers
stood at the Akal Takht and humbly ac-
cepted religious punishment or sewa,
there was a young king who stood at the
same place with folded hands. It was
1802, and Ranjit Singh, the founder of the
Khalsa Empire, was just 22 years old. He
had been summoned by Akali Phula
Singh, the commanding jathedar of the
Akal Takht and a general in his army, who
was almost twice his age.

Lore has it that Ranjit Singh was part
of the sarbat khalsa (a convention of Sikhs)
in 1800 that appointed Akali Phula Singh,
aNihangleader of the Budha Dal who had
been raised as a saint-soldier, as the Akal
Takht jathedar. A year later, Phula Singh
intervened to avert a battle between
Ranjit Singh’s army and that of Amrritsar’s
custodian, the Bhangi Misl’s Mai Sukhan,
who later accepted Ranjit Singh’s rule.

Akali Phula Singh, who had joined
Ranjit Singh’s army with 3,000-odd Nihang
warriors, was enraged when he learned
that the young king had married aMuslim
courtesan named Moran. This act violated
the moral code of conduct that forbade
practising Sikhs from associating with
prostitutes, let alone marrying one. Furious,
Phula Singh declared Ranjit Singh a
tankhaiya,and summoned him. The young
king appeared on the appointed day. A pic-
ture of humility, Ranjit Singh admitted his
mistake. Akali Phula Singh sentenced him
to 100 public whiplashes. Ranjit Singh
quickly acquiesced, removing his kurta.
Some European writers suggest he was tied
to a tamarind tree near the sarovar (holy
pond) around the Harmandir Sahib.
However, when Phula Singh asked the con-
gregation whether he should proceed with
the flogging, they urged him to spare the
young king this humiliation. Phula Singh
relented, imposing instead a fine of
1,25,000 rupees, a princely sumat the time.

Professor Indu Banga, a historian spe-
cialising in Punjab history, notes that while
there is no written record of this episode,
the story has been passed down the gen-
erations in Amritsar. European travellers
who visited Ranjit Singh’s Lahore court also
documented it. “By then, several rehatna-
mas (codes of conduct) had already been
written, outlining what a Singh could and
couldn’tdo, along with the associated pun-

she

SAID
DEEPIKASING

IT HAS been exactly five years since I set
foot inside a salon or, as they say in my
neck of the woods, a beauty parlour.

My relationship with them goes backa
long time. From my mother taking me to
one of the many “Chinese parlours” dot-
ting my hometown for a trendy haircut, to
me spending a substantial chunk of my
salary on a chain outlet to get my almost
entire body waxed — a visit to a salon was
a monthly fixture. As I started inching to-
wards my late 20s,and PCOD and its symp-
toms started showing up, a visit to the sa-
lon became a necessity, and a bimonthly
feature. I remember going even when |
barely had the funds, or the will to spare.

ishments,” says Banga. Ranjit Singh was
deeply enamoured with young Moran,
renowned for her prowess in music and
dance. “She was probably his first love, as
his relationship with his wife Mehtab Kaur
was acrimonious,” says Banga.

Diwan Amar Nath, in his Zafar Namah-
e-Ranjit Singh, written in Persian, devotes
three full pages to describing Moran’s
charm.

In History of the Sikhs, Vol. V: The Sikh
Lion of Lahore, author Hari Ram Gupta
notes that Ali-ud-din in his Ibrat Namah
wrote that Ranjit Singh was so smitten
with Moran that he spent nights at her
house, and she joined him on his morn-
ing horse rides. The late historian SitaRam
Kohli wrote that gold and silver coins is-
sued under the influence of Moran are
preserved in the Lahore Museum.

The Maharaja is said to have built a
bridge over a canal dug during the reign
of Emperor Shah Jahan, which brought
water from the Ravi River to Lahore to ir-
rigate the Shalimar Gardens. This bridge,
intended to meet Moran, who hailed from
Makhanwindi village in Amritsar, was
long known as Pul Kanjri. Located about
5 km from the Wagah border, it is now
part of the national heritage circuit and
has been restored and renamed Pul
Moran in her memory. In Lahore, he also
built a mosque called Masjid-e-Tawaifan
at her request, which was renamed Mai
Moran Masjid in 1998.

Dr Fauzia Saeed of Pakistan, author of
Taboo: The Hidden Culture of a Red Light Area
on Lahore’s Heera Mandi, notes that Moran
came from the tawaif community, dedi-
cated to preserving the performing arts. She
says that Ranjit Singh married Moran to up-
lift her community, granting themland near
Amritsar called Sharifpura and encourag-
ing them to adopt other occupations.

In 1820, Ranjit Singh embarked on a
10-year project to beautify the Harmandir
Sahib, covering it with gold and trans-
forming it into what is now known as the
Golden Temple. “Though it is commonly
believed that Ranjit Singh coronated him-
self as Maharaja in 1801, two years after
conquering Lahore, the coronation is not
mentioned by his court chronicle Umdat-
ut-Tawarikh. Formal records show he was
addressed as Maharaja only after the in-
stallation of the plaque above the Golden
Temple uponits completion,” says Banga.

By this time, Ranjit Singh was at the
peak of his power. “In the 1820s and 1830s,
he was the only sovereign ruler left in
India. His kingdom stretched from Ladakh
and Kashmir to Peshawar, Multan, and
Punjab. He also had the strongest indige-
nous army in Asia at the time,” adds Banga.

Howto

RAISEABOY
REEMAAHMAD

‘I was on the right
path until I was lost’

THERE WAS a time when I thought it
would be easy for me to raise a boy. I had
walked out of an abusive marriage; I was
armed with the strength of a tree bent af-
ter punishing storms. I believed that since
I'd survived the demands of a boy-man
twisted out of kindness into all sorts of vi-
olence, I of all people would know how to
shape my little boy into a man who was
kind yet strong. “Not like his father at all”
— that was the background score to all my
early motherly endeavours.

We had pink and blue teacups and a
plastic kitchen set, we played with both
colours. We learned not to push and pinch
playmates (especially if they were girls),
and to say sorry often. We learned about
body safety and consent; we learned to ex-
press big feelings. We learned that Amma
would listen when spoken to with respect
and that this respect extended to everyone
in the household, family and staff alike. We
learned that Amma’s work was as impor-
tant as Naanu’s and sometimes we had to
wait to play.

Human hopeis a stubborn thing. It feels
betrayed despite a thousand signs that de-
clare the same thing — life can go wrong
even when we feel we're doing everything
right. I thought [ was doing everything
right. I learned to silence my own qualms
and shift to make room for every frighten-
ing question my son brought to me. I
learned to talk about pornography;, sex,
abuse and relationships with ease.Ilearned
to use story and song to reach my little boy’s
imagination when words felt inadequate.
[learned to listen to all the unnamed fears
that sometimes turn sweet boys into an-
gry young men. I even wrote a book about
itall.Iwas on the right path until I was lost.

My mother swears by this adage from
Imam Ali, “Maine khuda ko apne iraadon ki
nakaami se pehchana hai (I have known
God through the failure of my plans).” [ can
now safely say that God and I are on talking
terms. We could even be friends. My plans
toraise aboy who seemed as woke as pos-
sible, said and did only the right things,
used his words more than his fists, shared
more and sulked less, played more and
stared at screens less, were all derailed one
after the other.

At first, there was religious bullying in
school. We tried to talk about things, we
tried turning the other cheek, and we tried
complaining and counselling. And then one
day, my son came home with a warning
fromschool. I still wonder if there’s any easy
answer to bullying and what it does to kids.
Sometimes it leaves children with the

knowledge that in this world, power is
everything. My male friends used to tellme
that teaching boys to be non-violent can
alsoleave them very vulnerable and alone.
I refused to believe them till  saw my son
use his hurt like aweapon after all his gen-
tle efforts were defeated.

Then, there was the pandemic, coupled
with teenage for my sonand a cripplingill-
ness forme. I could nolonger be vigilant for
a young boy who needed all the vigilance
in this world. When a single parent is con-
fined in pain, shadows stepin tolead alost
child — shadows that resemble absent fa-
thers and popular portrayals of what be-
ing a man looks like, shadows that seem
attractive because they promise thrill and
freedom; both paths that have defined
manhood for millennia. I had believed my
planwould supersede the pull of blood and
evolution. [ know now that parenting is
very little about what parents do and so
much more about what happens to them
and their children. At best, parents are the
soil children take root in. The universe de-
cides what shape they take.

So how do I raise my son knowing that
thislis very small compared to everything
else thatalso raises my son? Dolbecomea
watchdog and hover over everything he
watches, texts and shares? Do | ban the
gym and boxing knowing that toxic as they
are, they help him cope with the angry
child within? Dol exact strict punishments
when teenage rips through him like amon-
sterand alll can hearin my head is “just like
his father” onrepeat? DoIban friends from
the house when they break rules knowing
that his friends are the only siblings he has
ina house full of old and sick people? Do
keep being gentle when I know in my

The joy of being salon-free

Steeling myself before each visit be-
came a warm-up of sorts given all the un-
solicited comments and recommenda-
tions for my thin hair that I got every single
time: this shampoo, that cream, this treat-
ment, that ointment... There was barely a
hairstylist who would just give me what
wanted — a haircut of my choice, no ques-
tions asked.

And then there were the “waxing
ladies”. They just did not seem to be able
to make up their minds: “Too little growth
in the underarms. Wax mein aaega hi nahi.
Come next week,” said one. “Bahut growth
hai...bahut growth hai,” her colleague
would remark in horror the following
week.

Did [ say waxing was the worst? That
honour was reserved for the eyebrows.

Each tiny hair plucked would take the life
out of me. Plus, there were so many rules:
“Don’t crease your eyebrows, keep your
hands steady...”

Then one day, I came across a beauty
blogger talking about how she uses a ra-
zor, coolly dismissing all the myths sur-
rounding the equipment. “No, it does not
make your hair come back harder”.I never
went back for another waxing session.

Now, only one pain point remained,
my eyebrows. I continued making the
monthly visits, resisting the urge to
scream my guts out. But then came Covid
and I could not visit a salon for months.
By the fifth or sixth month, as I started
getting compliments for my eyebrows, |
told myself, I might not be naturally in
shape but my eyebrows somewhat are.

Thus ended the monthly “threading”
sessions.

As for my hair, I decided to grow them
out. And then, one day, my mum came
down to Delhi and was horrified to see my
matted locks. With a pair of kitchen scis-
sors, she chopped off my hair to shoulder
length as my brother held them firmly. I
went to my workplace all furious until a
colleague remarked thatIlooked “neat”. ]
knew I was not going back to a salon again.

Do I miss it? Not for a second. Oddly, I
feel liberated. As someone who is not con-
ventionally attractive, the parlours mostly
made me feel inadequate about what I
didn’t have. Besides, I am very lazy and
getting hair removed from various body
parts was hardly a motivation to get out
of bed.Ialso liked thatIdidn’t have to time
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bones that amother’s love sometimes falls
shortin the absence of men who can show
young boys how to be accountable?

Idon’t know. WhatIdo know is thatan-
swers often fall somewhere in the middle
of what we think we should do and what
we can actually do.

Solkeep doing what I can. [ muster up
all my courage and fill up my body to be as
big as him when his tall frame frightens
me. I try and remember that beneath all
that teen bravado, he is still a child who s
becoming. I remind us both that I am still
his mother and that while there will al-
ways be love, there is also consequence.
That while he may like to pump his fists
and fantasise about fighting everything
that hurts him, he is also the beautiful
young man who keeps trying to “be bet-
ter”. That even as he relentlessly chal-
lenges me, he also celebrates his mother’s
new life and dreams about being a “good”
dad someday.

When I feel like I am in danger of be-
coming indifferent like my father or harsh
like my mother, I remind myself to choose
repair because the only way out of toxicity
is forgiveness and effort. We have our past,
it cannot be changed. And we have our fu-
ture. Sons will always have something of
their fathers but they will also grow into
men very different from their fathers.
When I am afraid of losing everything we
have strived for, I pray over my fear and re-
member that life is simple and dangerous
when understood in labels. Beyond the la-
bels, where confusion abounds, possibility
also takes shape in the muck.

Ahmad is an author, trauma counsellor
and a mental space psychologist

a party or a dress or a date to my waxing
calendar. Plus, the money saved — and di-
verted to activities that made me truly
happy — was a bonus.

This is not to say that I have anything
against beauty salons. I am happy for
women who actually find joy, not to men-
tion employment opportunities, in the
beauty business.

But I speak for women like me who
don’t share the feeling. To them, I would
like to say: You are fine. With your hairy
body, fuzzy face and wayward eyebrows.
And should you need an occasional ‘fix-
ing’, you have a solution right at home.
All you need is a good old razor and your
regular bar of soap. And of course, a
mother who has a lot of post-retirement
time on her hands.

Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEEN SINGH

Twitter @tavleen singh

Religiosity is
sick, not
secularism

WHEN THE monstrous Taliban govern-
ment announced last week that Afghan
women would no longer be allowed to
study medicine, my first reaction was hor-
ror and then shock. Where are those hu-
man rights watchdogs who make so
much noise about much lesser crimes
against humanity? Their silence is despi-
cable, and they have been silent through-
out the dehumanising of Afghan women
that began for the second time after the
Taliban returned to power three years ago.

Itis hard not to conclude that this deaf-
ening silence is because human rights ac-
tivists tend to be leftist ideologically, and
leftists have shown a peculiar empathy
for jihadists of the kind that are currently
running Afghanistan. These bearded fa-
natics have already banned girls from sec-
ondary education, from being seen in
public unveiled and unescorted by a male
relative and even from speaking too
loudly. But this is truly the final blow be-
cause if there are no women nurses and
doctors left, who will deliver babies and
tend to the medical needs of women?

Jihadist Islamis evil. There is no ques-
tion about this and when it becomes
mixed up with politics and governance,
as in Afghanistan and Iran, it turns into a
weapon thatis nearly always used against
women. When I said something like this
on ‘X, 1 got two reactions from Indians on
social media and both worried me. The
first reaction came from those who be-
lieve that Islam is a terrible religion and
wherever it exists, this kind of barbarism
will become the norm.

The second came from those who
wrongly believe that there is no difference
between what is happening in India and
Afghanistan in view of the rise of militant
and fanatical Hindutva. This lot said that
should keep my ‘senile’ views to myself
and instead of commenting on
Afghanistan, should observe what is hap-
pening in our own Bharat Mata. In angry
tones they declared that Hindutva and
Taliban were as bad as each other.

Atruly false equivalence. We have had
a Hindutva government ruling India for
more than a decade now and there is no
sign that it has any plans to make women
into second-class citizens. On the con-
trary, many Muslim women have wel-
comed the law that bans Triple Talaqg.
What is more important is that there is
not a single Hindutva leader who sup-
ports the idea that women should be de-
prived of the right to education or em-
ployment. Indian women have come a
long way from those primitive times
when they were married off as little girls
and then forced onto the pyres of their
dead husbands. Child marriage still ex-
ists in pockets, but it is no longer socially
acceptable.

Now for the bigger point that I wish to
make this week. In India we must pay at-
tention to the ugliness of what has hap-
pened in Afghanistan and Iran to observe
what happens when religion is mixed
with politics. The danger of this happen-
ing in India is real and must be addressed
before it is too late. Last week was the an-
niversary of the demolition of the Babri
Masjid and remember the horrible vio-
lence that came after that event on
December 6, 19927 Since then, we have
seen far too much religiosity enter the
space that was once occupied by secular
ideas. And, we have seen secularism
mocked and reviled as ‘sickularism’. I am
routinely accused of being ‘sickular’ and
to those who so accuse me, let me say |
have no hesitation in admitting that [ am
proudly secular. And that I despise reli-
giosity.

Itis true that the religiosity we increas-
ingly see was initially a reaction. It was
born out of a false kind of secularism. It
was this that caused the rise of militant
Hindutva. But now it is time that secular-
ism was brought back into play as a valid
and fine idea. It is unfortunate that the po-
litical parties that can play arole in bring-
ing secular ideas back are so obsessed
with Gautam Adani that every time a new
session of Parliament begins, we see hours
and days wasted on trying to force the
government into a discussion on this busi-
nessman. A discussion might have hap-
pened already if the Leader of the
Opposition did not make it clear that his
reason for wanting said discussion is to
prove that ‘Modi and Adani are one’. Rahul
Gandhi should know surely that when
you charge the Prime Minister with cor-
ruption so openly, it is unlikely to lead to
a debate in the Lok Sabha.

Let me return to my fundamental
point which is that religion and politics
should be kept far away from each other.
But can this happen now that ordinary
Hindus behave like holy warriors? On so-
cial media, while writing this piece, I spot-
ted a video of a Hindu teenager beating
three small Muslim children with a slip-
per and ordering them to say Jai Shree
Ram. It sickened me to watch but watch it
[did because it reminded me of a little girl
who was locked up in a box and left for
hours in the sun by an ISIS monster be-
cause she could not recite the Quran cor-
rectly. Her Yazidi mother, made a sex slave
by this demon, was forced to watch as her
five-year-old daughter died slowly of
hunger and dehydration. India must never
become a country in which children can
be tortured for religion.
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SUBDUED JET FUEL PRICES ALSOHAVE LED TOA DOWNWARD PRESSURE

Weak demand growth, airline capacity

addition keeping airfares in check

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER7

GROWTH N airline seat capacity;,
anevident moderationindemand
growth from the high pent-up de-
mand levels seen in the couple of
years following the COVID-19
pandemic, and relatively subdued
jet fuel prices have led to a down-
ward pressure on airfares, accord-
ing to aviation industry insiders
and ticketing data. This has meant
that domestic airfares have gen-
erally not risen notably and, in fact,
have seen a reduction or are
broadly stable for a large number
of domestic routes when com-
pared to last year.

Airfare data from travel book-
ing portal Ixigo for December
travel on 32 popular routes—a mix
of major metro-to-metro trunk
routes and some other popular
leisure routes—shows that airfares
have either declined or are stable
vis-a-vis thelast month of 2023 in
amajority of the cases. The datais
for advance bookings made 15 to
30days before travel.

Average one-way airfares on
20 of the 32 routes have declined
with the fall varying widely be-
tween 1 per cent and 32 per cent.
Asforthe 12 routes that have seen
higher fares, the rise is between 1
per cent and 2 per cent for five
routes, and between 8 per cent
and 27 per cent for the remaining
seven, per the data from Ixigo.

Among the 32 routes, the
highest drop was observed for the
Chennai-Kolkata route with aver-
age one-way airfare down by 32
per cent year-on-year toRs 5,688.

A ;
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das (third from left) outside
North Block in New Delhi. Das met Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman on Saturday, a day after monetary
policy and three days before his term comes to an end on

December 10.

FLIGHT FARE TRENDS IN DECEMBER 2024

YL e

Origin | Destination One way Increase/

’ average* decrease™*
Bengaluru NewDelhi : 7187 v7%
Newbelhi | Bengaluru | 7227 | V3%
NewDelhi | Kolkata | 6205 v 16%
Pune NewDelhi | 5,26? ------ vi6%
Beng-a_l-l-lru i Kolkata . 6,015 B vi8%
Chennai | NewDelhi = 6436 | v4%
Mumbai | NewDelhi | 6005 | A2%
Beng,;a_lilru Mumbai . 5,067 ; A2% )
Bengaluru | Jaipur | 8607 | Alsi
NewDelhi | Jaipur ; 3,273 A27%

*fare in December 2024 (In Rs) (Advance booking period: 15-30days)

*Increase/decrease (YoY)

On the other hand, the highest in-
crease was on the Delhi-Jaipur
route with the average fare higher
by 27 per cent atRs 3,273.

Tobe sure, airfares depend on
the demand and supply dynam-
ics on the individual route level,
which could throw up exceptions
to the general trend. For instance,
there may be cases where de-
mand outstrips seat supply signif-
icantly, leading to ajump in fares,
even as the broader trend points
to stable or lower fares.

The other key factor to con-
sider is the advance booking pe-
riod. While it is a general rule of
the thumb to book flights as early

ANI (@ani_digital)

Pre-Budget meet: MSME
stakeholders seek tech
upgrade, PLI benefits

New Delhi: Stakeholders from
the micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSME) sought a
reduction in Goods and Services
Tax (GST), technology upgrade,
and production-linked incen-
tive scheme benefits for various
segments in a pre-Budget meet-
ing with Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday.

The meeting aimed to seek
inputs and suggestions for the
Budget for 2025-26, expected to
be presented on February 1.

Om Prakash Gupta, All India

— BRIEFLY —

M&M renames

new EV brand
BE 6’;tocontest

New Delhi: Mahindra &
Mahindra on Saturday said it
hasdecided torename its new
electric vehicle brand as 'BE 6'
but noted that it will continue
to contest strongly in court
with InterGlobe Aviation for
the trademark 'BE 6e'. Inter-
Globe Aviation, which owns
IndiGo airlines, has taken the
automaker to court over the
usage of 6Einitsnew EV brand.
"Our priority and focus is on
ensuring an excellent experi-
ence for our customers as we
take our product to the market.
We would not like to get dis-
tracted..." M&M said. PTI

General Secretary of Laghu
Udyog Bharati said it raised the
issue of gaps in technology space
and skill development.

“We suggested that if the
GeM portal is linked to Udyam
registration. It will elicit a good
response. It (GeM) has crossed
annual turnover of Rs 4 lakh
crore, therefore it is time now to
give it a global perspective,”
Gupta said.

“We are hopeful that our sug-
gestions will be considered from
the deliberations held today
(Saturday),” he added. PTI

Farmers seek
cheaper credit,
lower taxes, in
pre-Budget meet

New Delhi: Farmer representatives
and agricultural stakeholders
urged the government to provide
cheaper long-term credit, imple-
ment lower taxes,and double the
PM-KISAN income support dur-
ing a comprehensive pre-Budget
consultation with Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday. The two-hour meeting
saw a detailed discussion of pro-
posals, aimed at addressing mul-
tiple challenges in the sector, with
key demands focusing on finan-
cial relief, market reforms, and
strategicinvestments. Primary de-
mands included reducing interest
rates on agricultural loans to as
low as 1 per cent. PTI

Source: Ixigo

as possible in order to pay less,
there may be exceptions to this
rule as well. In cases where de-
mand is strong and load factors
healthy, fares could be higher
closer to the travel date. However,
there may be cases where ticket
prices fall substantially just before
the travel dateif the expected pas-
senger load is weak. Air trafficdis-
ruptions leading to long delays
and cancellations, including those
related to weather, also tend to
bump up spot or eleventh hour
fares.

According to airline execu-
tives, there are clear indications
that the supernormal rate of de-

mand growth that the industry
had witnessed over in 2022 and
2023 have started to normalise,
even as major Indian carriers—
IndiGo and Air India group air-
lines—continue to add capacity
with multiple new aircraft being
inducted each month. Aircraft
groundings due to engine issues
and supply chain woes have also
started declining in the recent
months, leading to more airline
seats being available for sale.

Aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
prices, too, have cooled off from
higher levels seen last year. ATF
usually accounts for 35 to 40 per
centofIndianairlines’ operational
expenses. For instance, ATF price
inDelhi for the current month—Rs
91,856.84 per kilolitre—is 13.5 per
cent lower on a year-on-year ba-
sis. Inits September quarter earn-
ings, the country’s largest airline
IndiGo reported that its available
seat kilometres (ASK)—ameasure
of its seat capacity—was higher by
8.2 per cent than July-September
of lastyear. As of September 30 this
year, IndiGo had a fleet of 410 air-
craft, up from 334 planes as of
September 30,2023.

Inthe past 18 monthsor so, the
Air India group has inducted 100
new aircraft, taking the combined
fleet to around 300. Over the last
year alone, group airlines have in-
ducted a new aircraft on average
every six days, and the trend is
likely to continue for a few
months, Air India’s chief executive
officer Campbell Wilson said in a
recentinteraction with reporters.

Late October, IndiGo an-
nounced that it had started to see
areduction in the number of air-

craft grounded due to engine is-
sues, and expects to see a progres-
sive decline in these numbers over
the coming months.

IndiGo’s aircraft groundings
had hit a peak of “mid-seventies”
in the July-September quarter. It
has now reduced to “high-sixties”
and is expected to fall further to
less than 60 by the end of this year,
and then to “mid-forties” by the
beginning of the next financial
year, the airline’s chief financial of-
ficer Gaurav Negi said in an in-
vestor call on October 25.

On the demand scenario,
IndiGo’s chief executive officer
Pieter Elbers had told investors in
that call: “...as experienced in the
global markets we have also ob-
served some normalisationin the
demand in the last few months
when compared to the very high
base of last year”.

A senior official at another
Indian airline concurred. “There
was significant pent-up demand
that was skewing the demand-
supply equation last year. Also,
don’tforget that Go Firstalsowent
out of business last year, con-
straining supply to some extent.
Now, demand growth is moder-
ating to a more realistic level and
carriers have been able to rapidly
add capacity as well,” said the of-
ficial, who did not wish tobeiden-
tified.

High airfares had become a
major pain point for flyers for
much of2023,leading toeven the
government monitoring the fares
and advising airlines to keep ticket
prices reasonable. Airfares inIndia
are not regulated by the govern-
ment and are market-driven.

Consumer confidence drops marginally;

households expect

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, DECEMBER7

INDIAN CONSUMERS'’ confidence
about general economic situation,
employment scenario, their in-
come and spending have weak-
ened, according to the latest sur-
vey of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). Domestic households also
see inflation inching up further,
showed another survey of the RBI.
“Consumer confidence for the
current period declined margin-
ally owing to weaker sentiments
across the survey parameters ex-
cept household spending,” the
RBI's bi-monthly consumer con-
fidence survey (CCS), which was
conducted during November 2-
11,2024, showed. The current sit-
uation index (CSI) moderated by
0.7 points to 94 in November 2024
from 94.7 in September 2024.
The survey collects current
perceptions (Vvis-d-vis a year ago)
and one year ahead expectations
of households on general eco-
nomic situation, employment
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scenario, overall price situation,
ownincome and spending across
19 major cities. Households dis-
played somewhat higher opti-
mism on one year ahead outlook
for major economic parameters,
except prices. The future expecta-
tions index (FEI) improved by 0.5
pointsto 121.9in the latest survey.
The CCS survey showed that
households anticipated higher
spending over one year horizon
on the back of higher essential as
well as non-essential spending.
Separately, the RBI's inflation
expectations survey of households

inflation

torise

showed that households’ median
perception of currentinflation rose
by 30 basis points (bps) to 8.4 per
cent,as compared to the previous
survey round. One basis point is
one-hundredth of a percentage
point. Median inflation expecta-
tion for three months horizon
moderated marginally by 10 bps
t0 9.1 per cent, whereas it inched
up by 10 bps to 10.1 per cent for
one year ahead period. In the mon-
etary policy announced on Friday
(December 6),the RBIraised itsin-
flation forecast for FY25 to 4.8 per
centfroman earlier estimate of4.5
per cent. The consumer price-
based index (CPI) inflation for Q3
FY25 has been revised to 5.7 per
centfrom4.8 per centand for Q4it
has been raised to 4.5 per cent
from 4.2 per cent.

Compared to the September
2024 round of the survey,a some-
what larger share of respondents
expects the year ahead price and
inflation to increase, mainly due
to higher pressures from food
items and housing related ex-
penses, the RBI survey showed.

Why are SME IPOs flourishing amid

Sebi concerns over misc

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 7

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) on Tuesday
cancelled the SME (small and
medium enterprises) publicissue
of Trafiksol ITS Technologies,
whose issue was oversubscribed
345,65 times, and asked the com-
pany to refund the money to the
investors for alleged misuse of
funds through a ‘shell entity’.
Even as the Sebi contemplates
tighter IPO norms for SMEsin the
wake of a series of misconducts,
the SME IPO market is
flourishing with huge
oversubscriptions and
listing at high premium.
While many genuine
SMEs have successfully |

EXPLAINED
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Hats by 322 times, Sodhani
Academy of Fintech Enablers Ltd
by 438 times and Travels and
Rentals by 608 times. Several SME
IPOs have gained ground by over
100 per cent after listing. Rajesh
Power which was listed

on December 2 has

gained 109 per cent, C2C
advanced by 99.49 per

@ | cent(listed on December
3), Neelam Linens by 159

raised money through
IPOs, Sebi has raised concerns over
the quality of some of the IPOs.

Who are the big
movers?

As many as 29 out of 61 SME
IPOs that came to the market wit-
nessed oversubscription of over
100 times since September this
year. Rajputana Biodiesel which
closed its IPO on November 28
was oversubscribed 718 times,
Apex Ecotech 457 times, Lakshya
Powertech by 573 times, Thinking

per cent, Danish Power by
168 per cent, Sahasra Electronics
by 136 per cent.

What are the concerns?

In a consultation paper, Sebi
has observed of diversion of issue
proceeds to related parties, con-
nected parties, shell companies
andinflation of revenue by circular
transactions through related par-
ties, connected parties and shell
companies. In some SME compa-
nies, the entity diverted money
raised through the IPO and subse-

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

onduct?

quent RightsIssue to shell compa-
nies controlled by the promoters.
In another instance, a company
booked fraudulent sales and pur-
chases through circular transac-
tions amongst related parties and
connected parties. By doing so,
such companies try to create a pos-
itive sentiment toinduce investors
into purchasing their securities.
Sebi has passed orders against
such entities in the recent past.

What's fuelling SME
IPOs?

With a rise in number of SME
issues, investor participation has
increased insuch offerings. The ap-
plicant toallotted investor ratioin-
creased from4 timesin FY22 to46
times in FY23 and 245 times in
FY24, as per Sebi data. “The surge
in SME stocks and strong listings
gains insome of the companies are
largely driven by three factors —
high market liquidity has fuelled
exaggerated price movements in
smaller, less liquid SME stocks as
investors chase high returns and
disregard underlyingrisk. The fear
of missing out on quick gains has
spurred continued investment in
SMEIPOs. Increased retail investor
involvement has amplified inter-
estinSME segment,” said Vaibhav
Porwal, co-founder, Dezerv.

FULLREPORTON
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CrUDE WATCH

OIL PRICES FALL ON SUPPLY GLUT FEARS

New York: Oil prices fell by more than 1% on Friday and cemented
weekly losses as analysts projected a supply surplus next year on weak
demand despite an OPEC+ decision to delay output hikes and extend

deep production cuts to the end of 2026.
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Rising credit score updation
1ssues vex customers; CICs
cite reliance on lender data

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,DECEMBER/

IN A high-level meeting held with
Credit Information Companies
(CICs) including TransUnion Cibil
onJanuary 2 this year, top Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) officials took
up theissue of the rising customer
complaints related to the credit
score status of customers and
spoke about some concerns that
emerged during RBI's supervisory
assessment.

RBI  Deputy Governor
Swaminathan] highlighted six key
areas forthe CICstofocusoninthe
meeting attended by top RBI offi-
cialsand MDs & CEOs of credit bu-
reaus. These included the need to
improve the data quality, timely
redressal of customer complaints,
strengthening of internal ombuds-
man framework, streamlining the
process for handling data correc-
tionrequests, strengthening of cy-
bersecurity and data privacy
through robustinformation secu-
rity governance framework and
concerns arising out of usage of
data for consulting and analytics.

Credit score of a customer is
important as banks look at the
score while deciding the eligibil-
ity and interest rate of a loan.

The RBI's supervisory assess-
ment had raised concerns about
the functioning of CICs, prompt-
ing the central bank to take steps
toaddress these issues. However,
banking sources said the number
of complaints has risen further.

Currently, there are 4 credit
bureaus which are authorised by
the RBI: TransUnion CIBIL, CRIF
High Mark, Equifax and Experian
— all are majority owned by for-
eign entities. CIBIL, which is the
market leader, has access to the
credit information of 60 crore
people and has 2,400 members
that include all types of lenders.

On Wednesday, highlighting
issues with CIBIL scores and KYC
norms, Lok Sabha MP Karti
Chidambaram questioned their
effectiveness and impact on small
borrowers in Parliament. The ma-
jor complaint from customers is
thatwhena credit default s recti-
fied by a customer, CICs don’t up-
date their statusinits system. This
leads to alow credit score and af-
fects the chances of a customer to
get a higher amount of loan at a
low interest rate. The RBI's bank-
ing Ombudsman received 1,039
complaints against CICs, which
were brought under its ambit, in
FY23, the central bank saidinare-
port. While this figure has gone up

ACREDIT scoreisan
indicator of how consistent
customers are with repay-
ing their debts. Whena
customer borrows money
from lenders, his repayme-
ntinformation is sent to
credit information comp-
anies that compute a credit
score. The higher a credit
score, the better are chances

WHAT’S A CREDIT SCORE?

of securing loans with
favourable terms. Credit
score is usually expressed as
anumber based on the
person’s repayment history
and credit files across
differentloan types and
creditinstitutions. The CIBIL
credit score is a three-digit
number, which ranges from
300t0900.

in FY24, many customers are un-
aware of redressal through the
Ombudsman route.

According to banking sources,
the major complaint of customers
was the mishandling of data cor-
rection requests from them. There
was inordinate delay in reporting
updated credit information to the
(CICs resulting in wrong credit re-
port, RBI's Ombudsman report
said. Delays in reporting updated
creditinformation has turned out
to be a glaring loophole in the
country’s credit reporting system,
with credit information compa-
nies relying solely on data fed by
banks without verifying its accu-
racy. This hasled to numerous in-
stances of incorrect default infor-
mation being reported, causing
undue hardship to individuals.
Despite requests from customers,
these errors are not reviewed or
corrected, highlighting a clear bias
towards banks.

Thelackof transparency in the
credit scoring system has left in-
dividuals in the dark about how
their ratings are calculated.
Customers are forced to periodi-
cally check their scores, verify
transactions, and appeal against
errors. However, this processis of-
ten cumbersome and frustrating.
Most customers are unaware of
the significant role played by
credit bureaus like CIBIL, which
seems to be more focused on
serving the interests of banks
rather than individuals.

When contacted, TransUnion
Cibil said in a statement to The
Indian Express, “datais reported to
credit information companies by
banks and credit institutions that
are members of the CIC. As per
regulations, CICs are dependent
on the data reported by credit in-
stitutions for making any up-
dates.” The RBI recently mandated
improving the frequency of re-
porting of credit information by
credit institutions to CICs from
monthly intervals to a fortnightly
basis or shorterintervals. “Thisisa

very progressive move which will
significantly strengthen the credit
information ecosystem,” it said.

“With more frequent data re-
porting by banks and credit insti-
tutions, CICs will be able to update
credit records faster and this will
translate into more updated data
being available for making in-
formed lending decisions by
credit grantors. This will also help
in resolving consumer disputes
faster based on updated data in
credit records,” CIBIL said.

A consumer’s CIBIL Score is
calculated using the datareported
by credit institutions as reflected
on their credit report. An individ-
ual’'s CIBIL report displays the lat-
est 36 months of credit history
and their CIBIL score is calculated
based on this data. Consumers can
access their Free Annual Credit
Report(FACR)via the TransUnion
CIBIL website through aneasy and
quick authentication process and
without any fees, the company
said in the statement.

As per the governing CICRA
law, CICs are not authorised to
make any changes to the datathey
hold unless confirmed by the
credit institution concerned. “If a
consumer finds any inaccurate in-
formation on their credit report,
they canraise adispute withusin
a number of ways including via
our website and mycibil app, and
also by directly contacting our
consumer services helpdesk
through email, letter or personal
visit to our offices. We raise this
dispute with the member credit
institution concerned, which
sends us correctioninstructionsif
they accept the dispute, and we
update the information accord-
ingly, TransUnion Cibil said.

“Banksalso oftenadoptalack-
lustre approach while informing
CICs about the change in credit
status, especially resolution of de-
faults. This delays the updation of
score,” a banking source said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

CoC performance ‘lacking’,
should enforce a code of

conduct:

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 7

THE INSOLVENCY and
Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI)
should enforce a code of conduct
for the Committee of Creditors
(CoC), as their performance inin-
solvency proceedings has been
“lacking in several aspects,”
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Deputy Governor M Rajeshwar
Rao said Saturday.

While the IBBlissued self-reg-
ulating guidelines in August toen-
hance the CoC’s professional com-
petence, Rao emphasised the
need for enforceable regulations,
arguing that “when incentives are
not perfectly aligned, deviations
from best practices become the
norm.” Speaking at the IBBI and
INSOL India International
Conclave, Rao also advocated for
a market-driven compensation
framework for resolution profes-
sionals (RPs) as opposed to a reg-
ulatory mandate.

“The  Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) assigns a
central role to the CoC in the cor-
porate resolution process.
However, thisis anarea where sig-
nificant improvements are
needed. There have been in-
stances where the COC's perform-
ance has been found lacking in
several aspects,” Rao said. A CoC
typically consists of financial cred-
itorsininsolvency cases under the
IBC, and may also include opera-
tional creditors with limited par-
ticipation and voting rights.

‘ The Insolvency and

Bankruptcy Code
(IBC) assigns a central
role to the CoCin the
corporate resolution
process. However, thisis
an area where significant
improvements are
needed”

—MRAJESHWARRAO
DEPUTY GOVERNOR, RBI

Rao highlighted several in-
stances of subpar performance by
the CoC, such as prioritising indi-
vidual creditors’ interests over col-
lective interests, disputes over res-
olution plans due to concerns
about undervaluation or viability,
disagreements on distributing
proceeds even after a plan’s ap-
proval, poor attendance at CoC
meetings, and inadequate en-
gagement, coordination, and in-
formation-sharingamong mem-
bers. “Instances have been noted
regarding the insufficient skill sets
inareas like corporate finance, leg-
islation and industry knowledge,”
he said. In August this year, IBBIis-
sued guidelines for the CoCto curb
delays, enhance transparency,and
improve value realization by re-
quiring it to disclose any conflict
of interest,and maintain integrity,
confidentiality, and objectivity.
However, the guidelines were
self-regulatory in nature.

“Itisinthe larger interest of the
creditors themselves that the is-

RBI Dy Guv Rao

suesrelating to the conduct of the
CoC are addressed by the mem-
bers themselves without waiting
for regulatory prescriptions.
However, it is a fact that whenin-
centivesare not perfectly aligned,
deviations from best practices be-
come the norm. Therefore, we
need an enforceable code of con-
duct for the CoC,” Rao said.

He said the IBBI, which is the
designated regulator under the
IBC, should have the powers toen-
force norms for the conduct of all
stakeholders within the IBC
framework.

Rao also called for a market-
driven compensation framework
for RPs toalign their goals with the
CoCsand avoid collusion with the
preceding management. “The
market should develop compen-
sation structures for resolution
professionals that are tied to out-
comes of the resolution process.
These measures could address the
principal agentissue and align the
RP’s goal with that of the CoC,
maximizing value for both parties.
It would also attract experienced
professionals, thereby benefiting
the system as a whole,” he said.

In 2022, the CoC was permit-
ted toaward performance-linked
incentive fees to RPs at its discre-
tion. AnRP could earnup to 1 per
cent of the realisable value for
timely resolution of insolvency
proceedings, and an additional 1
per cent of the difference between
the realisable value and the liqui-
dation value for achieving value
maximisation. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com
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I, Yaseen S/O Mohd Islam R/o H
No. D-22,Gali No-4,Kabir
Nagar,Delhi-110094.have
changed my name to YASIN
KHAN. Permanently.

0040762752-4

I,Anita khurana W/o Shyam
Sunder khurana R/o House-
29,2floor,Nehru-road kewal
park, Azadpur Delhi-

changed my name to Lakshay .
110033,changed my name to : £
: : ] Israni for all future purposes 20240000939865 on 30 Alliance invited from Bengali A i Earnest Time L':f Amount
Anita Rani. 0040762752-10 11-2024 as the incident moun
0070938750-1 Brahmin professional (nonIT) sl. o Package X Length ; Money completion | Payable to
I.Deepa Jitendra Thakkar W/o ocecurred on 29-11-2024 room (Age 29-32) settled in N District Block N Name of Bridge (i } (Rs. in (Rs. Date Work
Himmat Singh Rathore R/o- I, Harrshi D/o Naresh Brij R/0 evening. If found by 3nited Kiggdom- for girl 2815’ 4” 0. 0. in m. Lakh) 5. 1N orks
1778 Ferrera Mahagun 170-D,Kamla Nagar, Delhi- someone, kindly handover bachelors /maste,rs from United Lakh) Division
Noida(U.P.)-201301,Have name to Harrshi Brij for all police station orto ATS tower, gdom ) 9 PP v PR
Changec] My Name’To beepa burposes. 0040762752.2 plot no. 16, sector 135, from _Brltlsh SchooI'Kuwalt nO\fV EE, RWD,
NOIDA-201305 working as Analyst in MNC India _ : BR-01R- Bhansia Chowk- Works
Rathore. 0040762789-3 | Deepak S/0 Om Prakash Email : susban15@gmail.com 1 | Araria | lokihat She S 1yda fa2dk. | FalE | 18D Division
I,Depender Sharma,S/o R/oH.No0.281, Village Pitam PUBL'C NOTICE <mailto:susban15 @ gmail.com> 12 Months .ﬂ.mna :
Shri.Rama Shankar Pura,North West Delhi- 00502556261 —
Sharma,R/0-House.No. 10034,have changed my name
90,Ward.No.7.Vinod to Deepak Beniwal. PUBLIC NOTICE 3 o Tokihst BR-01E- Dumara Kuna- 6467 351 776 7 04 Works
Nagar,Near-Dinesh j i alibbia ket i\ CASTE NO BAR 196 Surjapur LRP ' ' ; Division,
MC,Hi;'.ar,TehsiI and District- 0040762789-5 NATHU KHAN Rlo 1 NO. 515, BBLOCK. 12 Months Araria

Hisar,informthatin my,son’s
school records his name
AAYUSH wrongly-written
instead of correct name
Aayush Sharma,for all,future
purposes. 0040762752-8

I,GAURAV DHAWAN S/o0 Danvir
Karan R/o B3/80,Ashok Vihar
Phase-2,Delhi-110052,have
changed my minor daughter’s

I, MUKESH CHANDER BANSI S/o0
Lakhan Ram, R/0 F-315, Gali
No. 9, Jaitpur Extn Part-2,
Badarpur, New Delhi-110044,
have changed my name to
MUKESH KUMAR for all
purposes 0040762746-1

I, Lakshya Israni S/o Bharat
Israni R/o House no-34/244,
Vikram Vihar, Lajpat Nagar-4,
South Delhi-110024 have

I, Arti Devi W/0 Rajesh Kumar
R/0-X/972, Gali No.4,Chand
Mohalla, Gandhi Nagar,Delhi-
110031,have changed my
name to Arti Gupta.

0040762789-2

I, Ainesh S/0 Manoj Kumar R/o
K-22, Punjabi Bazar, Kotla
Mubarakpur,Lodhi Road Delhi-
110003 have changed my name

Finders may contact at above

address. 0040762699-2

LOST & FOUND

I, Mr. Pradeep Jhalani,
hereby publish, in rem, that
my BBA, Allotment Letter and
All Receipts issued against
the unit 5092 of ATS
Marngold is lost. | have filed
police complaint having no.

AMARPALI, SECTOR-1, ROHINI, RITHALA
NORTH WEST, DELHI DELHI-110085, ALSO
AT PLOT NO. 8, KHASRA No. 909/910,
KIRARI, OPPOSITE JAI MATA DHARAM
KANTA, SULEMAN NAGAR, NORTH WEST
DELHI-110086 sever all relations and debar
his son “SHAHRUKH KHAN” and his wife
“SABANA” from all moveable and immovable
properties due to their disobedience and being out
of control. My Client's and their family
member will not be responsible for their any
act/deeds in future.

Sd/-
AKSHAY KUMAR (ADVOCATE)
Enrl. No. D/3416/2017
CH. NO. 431, Lawyer's Chamber Block,
Rohini Court Complex, Delhi-110085

BENGALI

Professionally- Qualified
Match for Hindu girl 33 years/
5’-8.5”, Well-Educated, Lawyer,
Seeks well-educated Delhi -
NCR/ Major metros based boy.
Caste no bar. Call/ W’app:
9967712575. 0070938725-1

| GENERAL |

Please join us on 88 - NWRallways

L ]
1,5.KULBIR SINGH S/0- I Md Asgar Ansari S/o Md Tohid o3¢] oicd HdiEls feraman
Cl as Sifi e dS TARLOCHAN SINGH R/O-3b- Ansari R/0 Vill-Fulkari, PO- PROPERTY NURTH WESTERN RAILWAY St e el e
123,SECOND FLOOR,VISHNU Hussainabad, PS-DeVipur‘, upﬂn Tender ““rnugh E.Tﬂ.ndaring Flri-':'_lrr,.l a . s - ;
D Hfere SR A SeEn—-02/202
|  GARDEN,TILAK NAGAR,DELHI- Devghar, Jharkhand-815353, TY O CarriahE & Vaasi Workshap
110018,HAVE CHANGED MY ha_ve changed my name to Md PROPER FOR SALE Naorth wes 1gern rﬂiﬁu ay Bikaner CECECAREER GG HTHN EL I (www.eprocZ. blharg-:l'.l in) T
PERSONAL NAMETO KULBIR SINGH. Ali Asgar 0070938760-1 6 acre commercial Land for sale acting for and on behalf of the ~ 1575 Waes! ¥ 2% ufawm 2w Rl
. Front 455 feet Situated on main i ia i I EETE P T T sy afenn e (Wi wsvas duame apmm )
. 0040762764-2 l. KRISHNA THAKRAL W/o P prasident of India inviles E-Tender | T BL R ! 1 P
l,Shama W/0 Yasin Khan R/o — ’Parkesash R/o H.NO-7 NA?\ID%\?X?\R road near village Kheri Sangrur to No. 1T-MECH-BKNW-CAMC-WE- : s Pl a3 &1 s FET#— 02 1290
H.No.D-22, Gali No-4,Kabir I,Preeti Devi W/o SonuR/0 - ’ Patran Road away 8 Km from 24 Closing Dated 27.42.2024 ] | Faetia—g7 12 302+ & [SAiw— (a01 5095 # FOORS 5.0 99 08 (9% d9ane
N Delhi-110094.h Mokhra Kheri Rojh (102) NAGAR, SONIPAT, HARYANA . . 4 S ‘ uftmr fiprw o wwet ol Fifls o= e :
agar,Deini -have oknra Kheri Roj Distt Sangrur Pb (Nh 52).This 1. Name of work and Its E wwraLgproc bbhas,gowin e |
. have changed my name from . Lo : . {
changed my name to SHAMA PO:MOKHRA ROHTAK Land suitable for building | i Eap T | IFOp—— S Ay aftpan, Ay aa e s, ven @ eafas § ez o
PARVEEN Permanently (Haryana)'122004 have KRISHNA THAKRALtO KRISHNA School c°"ege Hospital Outlet r::ﬂat“:“- 'I:f:;np-te EHHI;JIE dnnura % e L P gl I‘F"lh.'"‘ 1o dul ﬂ WA 0300 Rl il
. ’ . y y ’ ainfenance Contract of Hydraulic 1 1 z . < u : -
0040762752-5 changed my name to Preeti. KUMARI permanently and Warehouse . Contact : Wheal Press Mic, Capacity-500 Ton ¢ T amde e o mRs Rl g oaem L-::.e::;zmh:; E::el:':;::'m e AL R T
I,Shailendra Kumar,S/0,Ashok 0040762777-7 00407626941 7719671102 0050256019-1 (Make-Eleciropnaumaltics & i TFTP] AS1s] adlee] p1 T o @ | e n et mes B qalwa 1ann 99 4 AARE N RETET 1 |
Kumar Dwivedi,R/0,137- l, SHAILESH KUSHWAH,S/O LAL wdfauhcs !I;'I-diT Pyt Ll."l-.‘rj.:l In r:mth L | w5 e i 0 0% mzs A AR 1
C,Block-35,Sector-99,Best BAHADUR,R/0-91, 3RD by tern Ral WAY reshop, | Tl s il ) Bl | v wilernre @ ars o wifie Py adn |
View-Apartments,Noida,PO: FLOOR,POCKET-21, SECTOR- __LOST&FOUND RECRUITMENT hRen £-Ratimaed ey ok . Tl @ @ [ Fi
Maharishi-Nagar,DIST: 24,ROHINI DELHI-110085,HAVE  LKapil Mohan Bhadana S/o ‘;g;‘; T‘- E-ﬁﬂ-mﬂlm “”'“'“5“';”’ L o
R - Sh.Satbir Bhadana,R/0- ¢ S. Earnesi money: Rs. LU e ey
Cauan pudaraogorinar - GianCEDMMETO | SLSPIORY  TSITUATIONVACANT | (5ol bt T T
changed,my name,from 0040762777-6 road,V.P.O-PaI|,Far!dabad, for submission and opening of wasfom | wwem | Gaucadviig) e ulie - i
Shailendra Kumar to Haryana-121004. l,informed OTHERS E-tender: 2?.1.2.'2&2-1 up to 1430 iﬁ_'b sl AE fopr qera it w1y arin s mfe {wwadvit) qﬂTﬂ I;'r
Shailendra Kumar Dwivedi. I, RAKESH KUMAR,S/0O RAM that kapil Mohan Bhadana, Hrs. E-Tender will be opened at 15:00 " A d) | )| aEA A | (o A i
Henceforth I,would be RATAN,R/0-26, IST and Kapil mohan is one and MAID, AAYA, COOK, Hig.‘on . samadey, 3. Woebwits iia) A & i)
know,by the,name,of FLOOR,POCKET-4A, SECTOR- the same person.The Correct- GOVERNESS, PATIENT, BABY particular where complete _ _ _ _ | ()| (e ) |
Shailendra Kumar Dwivedi 23,ROHINI DELHI-110085,HAVE name is Kapil Mohan Bhadana CARE, HELPER, PEON, FACTORY details of e-tender can be saan: 1 i'. [ & | 4 5 | 6 | 7 . B 9
for,all future,purposes. CHANGED MY NAME TO 0040762717-3 NURSE, Full & Part Time www.ireps.gov.in 1405-AN/24 = ‘iiizjt-Fr';; AR GEE | 115201 | 2306 106Hx) 3540 08 () 7T
0040762785-1 RAKESH KANSAL I, Manish Gupta S/o Ajit Parsad etc.Contact-8882826864. Pleass join us on 88 - NWRallways M';;'f : ‘I';_;ﬁ_, e T BT T T e
= ] GETEiE 07 | HHE: T - ! - : :.- - g 4 [RI 7
0040762777-3 Gupta,R/0-85,).K-Apartment 0040762777-10 2 | W E A
|, SHAHABUDDIN,S/O UMAR | Supta /0 85, f-Apartm "
DEEN,R/O B-6 BHASKAR l, RAHUL MITTAL,S/0 DEV i-1100 ’ - Tiiedie oa (es) | fwerd | @ | 190616 | 3812 | 10000 3540 o @)
Delhi-110063,have changed ke 812
COMPOUND ABUL FAZAL RAJ,R/0-67,2ND FLOOR, my minor son’s name Naitik MATRIMONIAL ] umt gt Al
ENCLAVE PART-1 JAMIA- POCKET 11-B, SECTOR-23, Gupta to Naeteek Gupta | o | I I . . S
NAGAR,NEW-DELHI- ROHINIDELHI-110085,HAVE Permanentl 004076’2717-2 e w0 (zzr) | e | e 95771 | 1905 10000 1540 e 7] e
110025,HAVE CHANGED MY CHANGED MY NAME TO RAHUL y- 4 | AT S
NAME SHAHABUDDIN 0040762777-4  »Deepak Jain, Karta of M/s S.K. L i —
QURESHI,FOR ALL PURPOSE. : Jain HUF, resident Of BN'8, II;_:M_\. < .:.-,:H.;;I B+ Ik 1-3‘\!’3.;?‘1 bl ]l.-'l:lm Jlsllill.l = | FEE
vodo762764.1  »PragatiUpadhyay W/o (East) Shalimar Bagh, Delhi- il
Deepak Kumar Pandey R/O 110088, hereby inform that | NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY T e | T | T | i | 235 | 1000 a0 = T
ILSANJAY VERMA,S/0 MOTI Plot.No-274, TF3, Gayan khand- have lost the Builder-Buyer E-Tander £ | e divien ' ' -
RAM,R/0O-RZB-1, 86A-B- 1, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad Agreement and Receipt No. DRM (Mechanical) NWR Ajmer on T
BLOCK,NEW ROSHAN PURA, U.P.-201014, have changed my 536 dated 22.03.2012, fora hehalf of The Prazident of (ndia | men s ang1 | Qgmr | Pweee | 16084 | 3372 | 10000 3540 by () =%
NAJAFGARH,SOUTH WEST name from PARGATI payment of Rs. 12,50,000/- e B S NRRdaiE e thia | ) st
DELHI-110043,inform that UPADHYAY to PRAGATI pertaining to Apartment No. G- fellearir ik ot 15.00 His on | . . — . 11— .
SANJAY KUMAR and SANJAY UPADHYAY for all future 01-1703, located in Tower GO1, ik 91. 3 dp : T' e Ui o | T a0z | dww | e | 145307 | 2,606 10000 =40 % 7 A
VERMA,both names are same purposes. 0070938754-1  The Grand at Crescent Parc, D;;E;;?gs _ﬂ: _;;_EET]ME:“E'; - r:f_"u;:__ .mir.-' S T R T T
person. 0040762752-9 I. PAWAN S/o0 Om Shankar R Sector-92, Gurgaon, Haryana. o ' 5, : - i 97 1.959 10 35 0 1]
r /0 Om Shankar R/0 Any person who finds the work: AL Bbw.s supEl ¥ e I - - ——
I’ SWETTA ARORA’W/O SUMIT VPO Kund“ TehS|| above_mentloned documents Seeking a Simple, homely, & Ins t 4 l 1 d 1' I on, t B35 t in g an 'Ij. " .::1_ -Iﬁsl“lfr:: . i 1-nH 399‘ E]ER ]MIII -'Ililil'_'l 05 1. 75
ARORA R/0O-105 UGF, POCKET- SONIPAT,HARYANA have : caring wife for an issueless cammissioning of CCTV cameras L 'r_ o L
chanaed mv name from is requested to returnthemto _ i
1,SECTOR-22 ROHINI DELHI- g y the followi dd ‘D Kk divorced 53 yr tall handsome in DA set Room & FPanel room-and e i e | T | e | D ' =T B
110086.HAVE CHANGED MY PAWAN to PAWAN KUMAR erollowing address: beepa ° ] 1% [: Bl 127065 2.541 10000 3544 6 7| 78
’ Jain, BN-8, (East) Shalimar clean-shaven Sikh (MBA remote monitoring device along 1L | wawinsIm) w
NAME TO SWETA ARORA permanently 0040762694-2 Bagh, Delhi-110088. Finance) working inan MNC in with SIM card in Power Cars wilh | dmigmwd | | _ ) |
0040762777-2 I, Manjari Mishra Saxena, W/o 0040762699-1 Mumbai. Call/whatsapp CAMC for three years, = |q:||-:|::'-.rq:i5|‘r,_1';: .:I_: figery | Ammeem | 37711 | 0,755 S000 590 w10 iR
: : : Alok SaxenaR/0 B - 04, - - 9820054157. 0130046874-3 Approximate cost of work: | TN W | o e | ! = . | o it
l, Vellachalil Augustine Shincy Vrindavan Apartments, Plot I Binod Prasad Singh S/o 4840407/ Earnest Money: ) ”"L”,_ﬁ"i' i'j RO | WPRSE | 38134 | 0763 | 5000 590 R
W/o Benny Puthuparampil No.1. Sector 6. Dwarka. New Harinandan Prasad Singh R/0 96,800L; Date of closing E- i Sl ! e | L N
Antony R/o,Flat-No.42F, LIG- Delh,i-110075 i,1ave chal,’lged m J-204, Zodiac, Amarpali, Noida 11, n* 25 T W 02 [ ——, ] e, Y W HaEE e o it el 6
) . ; y . Tender: 23.12.2024; The details of 3 = E
Flats, Pkt-A3, Phase-3, Mayur name to Maniari Mishra have lost my Original Bt & Bae =8 TRF AT A T 2 ) .
Vihar, Delhi-110096, have J ’ Possession Letter of Flat No. J- E't*i"“:E - lender are available on Tawja W=e state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar & o #1 @ @A £ | BTATEE Hfirm
changed my-name to Shincy 0070938770-1 204, Zodiac, Amarpali, Noida. wabsiewww.ireps gow.in PR- 014112 (MWRD) 2024-25 g Ttramd v, W A
Benny. 0040762789-7 1302-ANi24
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Rural Works Department
Short Notice Inviting Tender (No.-RWD/PMGSY/Araria/ET/-24-25/02)

Rural Works Department, Bihar invites Percentage rate Tender on behalf of Governor of Bihar {through e- procurement
system) from bona fide, approved and eligible Contractors registered with RWD/RCD/CPWD/MES/ Railways/Other State/Central
Govt. departments for the following PMGSY works including maintenance for five years after construction of roads and Bridges.

Last date and Time of Online Bid Submission
lincluding Scanned copy of Affidavits)

Online Bid Opening Date and Time
Place, date and time of Pre-Bid Meeting
(Office of Respective Works Circle, RWD)

For further details please visit :

Date and Time for Downloading of Bidding Documents: From 12.12.2024 (09:30 AM) to 20.12.2024 (12:00 Noon)
:20.12.2024 up to 15:00 Hours.

+20.12.2024 at 15:30 Hours. :
:19.12.2024 from 15:00 Hours.

www.state.bihar.gov.infprdbihar

Executive Engineer
Rural Works Department

name,from CHESHTHA to to Ainesh Gupta for all Woaork Division, Araria
P SM 28/4’10” Fair, Gujarati NRI : . .
CHESHTHADHAWAN. purposes. 0070938786-1 PUBLIC NOTICE Garg-Brahamin Girl, LLB, PR- 014051 ( RWD ) 2024-25 91 ¥ o BT U 8 SUUR, 3 el iR IRAN W @R
0040762764-9 | Tanya Rawat D/o V|p|n Rawat BI? itl l;owl: tghGér]:era; Pustjliclv?t lgﬁfieﬁhﬁ m){ Working In Johannesburg (South I
I,KALPANA PANWAR W/O SH. R/0 A-804 Rishabh Paradise and Mrs, Kiran sWo Mr. Harish Chander both Africa), Interested To Settle In - -
ANURAG SINGH R/0 MIG- Ahinsa Khand-2 Cloud 9 R 155 Vi Vi P, Rl Dby India, Invites Pure Veg, Teetotaler a EEEERGICERGEIL
12 18,SECTOR_3,VASUNDHRA’ |ndil’apuram GhaZiabad UP relations frzm t}}:eir son Mr. Ashish A.nthwath/.o Grooms’ Caste No Bar, Whatsapp |.|:-_- @
GHAZIABAD, U.P-201012,HAVE 201014 | HAVE CHANGED MY DasghieriLow Loval nd et Grand Daughicr 9414055008 0050256777-1 S = v @d da R &1 ahl” srden
CHANGED,MY NAME,TO NAME from Taniya Rawat to vl Rlo HL194195, Viey Viner Poases, [ B i
KALPANA SINGH. TanyaRawat.  0040762697-1 Ko, Deli- 10055, dbursd o o of ; Fifaay ami= apEen
their movable and immovable properties/assets = =S - 2ol il 'y - o | - el
0040762785-2 1S CRustagiS/o Mangat Ram ey e ot amer the coml of . <l | OTHERS | H@HF uﬁf E?H ik 5; :T_ ok
i - i aforesaid. If any person, organization, institution . 3"' - "”r"! -~'5H]T ':.l- W'IHW.E rﬂ‘: u I al". CI'J'. ||"l I-dl"'\.!
I,Kamal Kumar Gupta/KamaI Rus.t.a.gl R/O LU 5’ LU’._PItampra’ df)es anc}ll Iftraviaf:)lion(keepgrelations W'ith them 30 yl‘S/5’ pOOl'am, purSUIng PhD, j . -...i s f:‘:'I'EIP L P, E 'I
Shallmar Bagh, Delhl 110088, does so at their own risk, for that my client shall - . = J—l'.\;ll "ﬂ- el 2 99 T:IT‘:-:l ol
Gupta,S/O DU I‘ga PraShad,R/O have Chan ed my name tO not be responsible in any manner whatsoever. Vlswakarma malayall seeks ,
- iali- g Y i ROHIT KUMAR (Advocate) Chennai - settled groom. ct- H4l9.. 2370
C-32,Pushpanjali-Enclave, Subhash Chand Rustagi 9 N 51 S rt
Pitampura, Delhi have it 9789931336. 0050255627-1 1 | e | s S, o N g, i | A
changed my name to Kamal 0070938763-1 S UBTE NETIEE 2 f"rJr- I"I‘Ir W | Faarm—oa3 7 12 7 2024 . . _
Kumar,for all purposes. IRam Sudhar Verma S/o Babu This s 83 irdar the paneral subic mat my . | abaror o v o By o | feafm—02 /01 /2025 @ fe-i=10 /01 /2025 O 3199754 500 99t 00 (o9 d4arie
0040762752-1 Ram R/o House N0-9679/9 .'5"?;‘1""ﬁ;“iﬂ?r'rﬁ“%ﬁ';:'*:lfﬂmﬂ I MARRIAGE BUREAU | | ’ S | www.eproc2.bihargovin w1 - ________
Mohalla Bagh Rao Ji, Kishan Pehladper. Db 1 LOM44 dismn that 53 e e i dlfﬂ“T T, T F"TT- aTEe, AUTAIY & A § GE—03 01,/ 2026 F1 GaET 1100 |
SharmaR/O RZ-T-48C,Dayal- 110006, have changed my T Boys, Girls, Divorcee, Late 5 | R e wme @) !-F:Tl-l T e | w11/ u1 2025 uﬁ'lé'-TJE]TT 500 40 A (0% T4WISe www.eproc2.bihargowin 0| |
Park West Sagarpur New name to Ram Sudhar Patel Nitish Kumar Kalyza @Naman, som 3 Marriage And NRI.1/4 East Patel 6 | A R e @ e g | B —15,/01 /2025 W1 ATE 1000 T T RS FEed i
Delhi-110046,Have Changed for immavabie and mavabin preparty and Nagar, Delhi. Contact 9911388469 T | Pt e AN S S
0070938814-1 sever Al teer dations mith Bem doe n 7| T T ﬂ i) ﬂ_rlﬂ'—l' GSICT 13 7 I'.|1 S HEs W I |
St evmane gt ind ot ol 0050255705-1 a | i die w9 ol | mem il g are A s fasn ann
Sharma,Permanently. Sima Tiwari W/o Ajay Kumar R e K ik i o TFiter ) B 9 S g
0040762789-4 Tripathi R/o C-203, Parsvanath ar_ﬁ 1r|-e:i: CONSEUENCES I'-rrr:_Ict:i.' .'s?ILr:: A i
H '¢‘|1I| m in 3§ MENgT wi i -]
i Greenville,Sohna Road, IE".-\.FIl!:-.-:!rIEhl'|g|ﬂllnﬁliﬂ|:=ﬂll:ﬂ°i i ,:,:1'-1- &= |
I, MEENU Rani,W/0 KAUSHAL Sector-48.G =
KUMAR,R/0-191,Haiderpur cetor e, aurgah GARBJEET SINES BANA & BSSOCIATES AVIGAIL B
LY o P (Haryana),have changed my [Enri. Mo, D-1006(1995]; M: 110480758 ;
Banjaro Wali Gali,Delhi- nameto Seema. 0040762777-9 no. B0 Eacet Dist Coarts, dew Del {7 TRET—Eeg qgﬁ‘r Hedl
110088,have changed my : i o T AEE
name to MEENU,for all,future I,Swaran Singh S/o0 Santa Singh PUBLIC NOTICE TR *"’;ﬂ7 (s e et
RUEROSES. 0040762752-7 R/0 B-581,DDA Colony, o the oy S Hean“;mﬂr:ﬁgl Public is hereby informed that (1) w0 T AW firer | wams T T . (T () | w
| MOHAMMAD SURAILS/O Choukhandi, New Delhi-110018 u:ﬂﬂﬁg‘uﬁhﬁﬁm l';f ﬁ%ﬁ‘ SN AL Brcon o () | | e v | (e arafd
’ il have changed my nameto pehnkd ty b 4) Shri Sunil Katyal has claimed t ekl i AT A
SAGHEER AHMAD,R/0-EROS oo e 0607526 mrﬂa;?‘u“.ﬁﬁ 8 St St b the owner of Second Floor vy |
SAMPOORAM,SECOND —— i uiﬂu“ﬁé’teu"%"a, i"z“" E'b*'"“:f Without Roof Rights of Property S g
, - - ; _ > ; o)
FLOOR,Y-5/202,PLOT.NO-GH- I,Vicky S/0 Surender Singh R/0 e i Plot No. BA/B Area Measuing 100 )
01,SECTOR-2,GREATER Rular ratanthal (108) Po:- e E M b ulm.launa'-ﬁﬂg gqt \qdz.,' Pt:;\]rt of Kha}s\r/g;l No.T14h98, 1 E —= T . - = —= - . e T
H '|"']E'|:u TE el ] 3 Ituated In the area ot Village lenhar, T e | p— = 1 n ! i ! =
NOIDA,SURAJPUR,GAUTAMBU Rathanthal Rewari (Haryana)- Sunita Jan, Mrs. Froen Jae e, dhe Colony Known as Janak Park, New " T TR [ G & e TE | R | R 47896 | 0960 | 500000 | 59000 | w 9w
DH-NAGAR, U.P-201306 123301,have change my name garar ISeough S“ Ued dated 3. Delhi, regularized by mcd vide its —t= e e =i oo g Do e i
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changed my-minorson’s Vicky Singh. 0040762777-8 s fhe paser through Sale Dead dat resolution no. 16, on dated - Lyt b i bt bl ol oo o TR U | g | CRACEHER | oo A N R o 0 M = N e U
name,MD ADI S R to ADISR . . ' b j agresd 1o sell the same 1o Shi 3 | PR T waae R i o e o[ W | I e | 48259 | 0.970 | 500000 | 590.00 | v
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0040762789-6 Grover,dal_Jg_hter of,Shri Anil uF R Ran and M Maggo. And now, Shri Manish P . T :{_, 1r'_l' e — s e S ﬁfﬁ | pr | 4779 “ 'J"MI SO00.00 500,00 egp—
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LRAFIQUEYAZDAAN S/oSYED  handaresiding il ey approachod iho LIC HOUSING 6 | T G e doy w b g | W | dww | weawe | 46567 | 0935 | 500000 | S90.00 | W
RAFIQUE HUSAIN,R/0.A-32.G Kailash part.. New-Delhi- #gngﬂd'ﬁ?,',‘ * g,mﬂﬂﬁgﬁﬂ“ﬁ el mortgage of above said property, if ! TR GEAE (A W F e wE | WE | owEe | e | 482590 | 0.970 | 5000.00 S90.00 | W WE
If/ll-lg AODRO,I\EAI;g E(ég.l%R: EI\Fl’OCKET 110048,have changed my mslﬁ.*.fgj #T:m;ﬂ;?::fn’.ﬁwum i'r‘ymﬁg;:gpI*r’]aznay“{ng%*:ef'gggrtt'ﬂz E TEvNIEE Tgde MR 0T &1 e & | A qel | wEEW | 46665 | 0.935 S000.00 500,00 -~
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BUDHA NAGAR-201310 hereafter be known,as Hﬁ"ﬂn.uﬁm mLIEnul.er"rgnEEﬁE g 1he H-20, Basement, Bali Nagar, New o firrrdte @aae "'-.I_'L_! :Lﬂr 411 ‘fqm wHI | | wEd | i | 47221 | 0.950 *IHHI [m ‘-'SJI:] | = e
’ H - H u r un: EH i n PR | b —— it 1 | IR~ +  —
Y AME e osmorsiar— [m A ey DemiH0v1s Torsteran i 0| @ e R o @ A | 0| @ | aeta | 48061 | 0.965 | S00000 | 59000 | 0 e
TOYAZDAANRAFIQUE. | Compoter W/o Sher Singh f2 | e ggEe R e o f’“i"'_ﬂﬂ | e wed | sl et | 47.605 | 0.955 | 500000 | 59000 | e
0040762752-3 sqlan R/z V::P-l(S\\/N:ZIrBuTh' = ] ¥ T SaE R g w e W | W | wwiaws | 47919 | 0960 | S00000 | 59000 | wowE
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Ghaziabad,uttar Pradesh, 00709387481 <5 . s A TR e A | | W | merm | Gwieel | 48433 | 0.970 | 500000 | S90.00 | w A
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such 5| S Bl hmw P W S o | B 055 s | o0 =
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KUMAR AGARWAL,FOR Prakash Aggarwal R/o0-X-105 contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a 20 Evmrel sgE firer awa @ Fn T EGAELE | wwmm | 48.675 {L 075 D000 -w[: T
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00407627831 e o Kumor Aagarval | individuals advertisingin | s or Publica ]| wHoEmRadomePEed] | W | GeRa | wer | 47982 | 0960 | 500000 [ 59000 | wE
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: ’ ’ n inguir r namng any moni r - = b z | : - :
21,Noida-201301, have CHAWLA,R/0-C2/12, EEEEISET?' quiries before send . g any G eso 26 e g g droen o P wrd | | HEE W | e | 48436 | 0,970 S000.00 590,00 H: HIE
changed my name to Rajesh JANAKPUR|, DELHI-110058, entering into any agreements with advertisers or = B — Czswass | 1 |
ivshankar Bawangade for . . 2 : tLik kit i
allpurposes.  0040762700-1  POONAM CHAWLA otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner et sl www.state. bihar.gov.in/prdbihar @ qre a o wd) £ HTAS AT
00407627775 | WNAISOBVET. PR. No. 014061 (MWRD) 2024-25 gt Re cole et Bieus Renic o Rl e S ] orq Rarg wwed, ai

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
CT SUKHA SINGH
27.08.1944 - 07.12.1971
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
* fighting enemy troops during 1971 Indo- Pak war at
BOP Raja Mohttam (Punjab)

CT MEGUNDAPPA HADAPPAD
23.07.1965 - 07.12.2002
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
fighting militants in Srinagar (J&K)

! UJVN LIMITED
U H.O.: “UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006

ZONAL OFFICE, PATNA ZONE

1st Floor, Chanakya Place, R-Block, Patna-800001
[Tel. 0612-2506639/2506931)

Ba n k Qf I n d a APPENDIX IV, Rule 8(1)
POSSESSION NOTICE (For immovable property)

dh 3ATH sfsAr

Tr Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2763508

CIN Mo U401 01URZ001SGCO25866, Website:weww.uvnl.com
Lettar Mo: 1080 Tender Notice Diate: 07122024
Office of the Execulive Enginear (E&M), Maneri Dam, Maner|, Uttarkashi
invited bids from interested parties. Brief summary of tenders is given
bralone:
1. Tender No.03/EE(E&M)Maneri Dam/2024-25; Name of work: SITC of
16 m High Mast at Manari Dam
2.Tender No.04/EE(E&M)/Maneri Dam/2024-25: Mame of work: SITC of
Eleciro-hvdraulic Thrustar brakes assembiy and their spares for various
gatas of Maneri Dam
3. Tender No.0S/EE(EEM)}/Maneri Dam/2024-25: Name of work; SITC of
1.6 HP submersible pump and detachable canopy for rope drum hoisl
mechanism at Maner Dam
Estimatad cost: $12,74,125.00 28 60,000,000, 486,000, 00raspactivaly
(Taxes axira)
Date of availability of bid document enwehbsite: 09122024 at 10:00 hrs.
Lastdate of submission ofbid: 31.12 2024 at 16:00 hrs
For fuller & further details, kindly visit our nigam website. The tender
documents can be downloded from the Nigam's website

Executive Engineer (E&M)
"AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"™

Wheraas,

Tha Lindersigned being the Authorized Officer of the BANK OF INDIA, PATNA ZONE under tha Securitization and|
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act. 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under.
Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002 issued a demand notice as detailed in the lable |
hereunder written calling upon tha below meantionad borrowers to repay the amount shown in the respactive nofices mentioned

against their names in the table, within 60days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrowers/guarantors mentioned below having failed to repay the amount shown in the respective notices issued u/s 13(2)

within the stipulated time, notice is heraby glven fo the aforementionad borrowers/guarantors and the public in genaral thal the |
undarsignad has taken symbaolic possession of the propertyfies (Securad Assats) described in the tabie given below in axercise of

powers conferred on me under Section 13(4) of the said Act red with rule 8 of the =aid rules on the date(s) mentioned against the

respechive propeny.

The aforesaid borrowers/guarantars in particular and the public in genaral are hereby cautioned not to deal with the propertyiies |
mentioned in the table hereunder written and any dealings with the said propartyfies will be subject to the charge of the BANK OF |
INDIA for the amount shown in the respective column of the table and table and interest thereon.

The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem |
the secured assets. 4

|

CT LAXAM LAL
01.01.1969 - 07.12.1996
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
‘- fighting militants in Ganderbal (J&K)

www.ujvnl.com™

following works, upto 11.00 hours on
the detes mentioned against each
tender. The complelte tander
documents and detailed information
regarding tender is available on the
website hitp:/lwww.ireps.gov.in,
Manual offers are nol allowed against
these tanders. For any correction in
this tender, if necessary, corrigandum
will be uploaded on website prior 1o
tender opening date which may be
seef uplo the date of tender opening.
Tender No.: BPLUTRDVDRGMWC/43T,

Rt
&)

HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED

(A State Govi. Undariaking')

*Press Tender Notice® (E-Tendering Mode Only)

s 2ume wftgre T8 v
A1 ST WTE Aepua A e Ee 8
A1 ad uw fEew ) e e 1.

Frrfaer W AUDIOVISUAL-JP-2024-
25-RT; 2. 1 W AE T T Supply,

Installation and Commissioning of Audic
Video sysiem for conferamce mom at

Jaipur CEW Depot, 3. S AR @1
¥ 580541700 ATF (% AEEA A1E OF
gor B d "aE 99 4. fa=
Frratfedft arefh: 2 1,16.00000 (% U

Inviting Tenders

T0180-50158.

Save Ennrg',' tar thie Bemehi of Sei and Matlon

The dales of sale, receipt and opening of Tenders are menbioned i the detailed Molice
which ‘can be downipaded free of cost from the websile
httpz:ihpltendars.gov.n. For other dotalls on e-standaring please contact on Mobie No.

Elecirical Sysiem, HPSEB Ltd., Hamapur (HP)-177001

{Er. K.K. Bhardwaj),
Supenniending Engineer [Design),

E-rhail; sedeshmadgmail.com

ShHIh = 2519

NIT No. 20/2024-25
Short Term Notice Inviting Bid No.PWD2425A3192

feieh :~6/12/24

Place: Patna
Date: 05.12.2024

* With further interest at applicable rate till repayment.

3

0-791

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BARIPADA
E Mail ID: serwcbaripada@gmail.com, Ph-No- 06792-261343/261344

Office Order No 3578/

Dt 04.12.2024//

1st Corrigendum to National Competitive Bidding e_procurement Notice
No.3532 /Road work Dt.25.11.2024 (NCB No-360).

Due to unavoidable circumstances the important dates of tendering process for road works are being changed as follows.

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

OIPR- 25130/11/0006/2425

Sd./ Er. A.K Nayak

Chief Construction Engineer R.W. CIRCLE, BARIPADA

s guremart Asfd 2o e @R asy

www.mdbmec.ac.in w2 o wE

weifdenaa, g & fafi= A 4 faftreaer fea smam-1s,
We—-ATar-22, 9EE AEd-21 & Frafia vl o fasmes yafie
oz T e 39 w9 H a4 andl 9 g amdee e fe o
foTepT aMde=1 U= IATETEN) FTad H Yored 16 g WIS U
B 9% WHO—g=1 & gyt eramfa afta fse—6.12.2024
@I TG 05.00 949 % 1 62 W | favga e e @ dawmse

Ae- o9 @ H 9 7 fasfa wen—Aowiodo/fasfafdes
[FPrafre)2024—25/1226 faTe—24 .09 2024 & g amafEa anadl

Authorized Officer
Bank of Indla

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

COPEM E-TENDER MOTICE
DREM (Elecirical) Jaipur, for and on tha
behalf of president of Union of India
invites: e-tendears for following works
SM.1 NIT Mo.: EL-JP- 05R-2024-25;
Hame of work: JP Dy, -Provision of
Grd connected roof lop solar power

sgen on website.:
WL ireps.gow.in

hittp: !/
1308-ANI24

Please join us on@ @& - NWRailways

Zotilo 2o

E—ffagmr =t |9 § smwfEe = T
£

1. o g wrena i o —vsT-
11/ EGDIMzn/2024-25 T¥TEY 1T S0
720000, il To% w0 472.00
dvadl wfgd | o a9 e
TE @ HI W 01 @ T oY @

- I. Branch, Il Date Date of NAIK BIREN BORGOHAIN
£ o WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY | NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY Borower | - SAmount 25 per Pesalle oh Pty Possession 01.03.1962 - 07.12.1996
E , 3 y e S Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
5@_‘; m;wﬁmf 3 ﬁ.‘!.?ﬁ h—ﬁﬁﬂlﬂﬂ" _ Mr. Shashi (i} Srikrishna Magar I:fnm:riptinrl of the Immovable Property:- Eesidential Propery 05.12.2024 brave comrade, who rEade s};preme sacrificeywhile
. Dated 07.12.2004| | F8= I8 wau® [$f@ 4 90=) G Bhushan Kumar Branch, Patna situated Mauza: Chandpur Bela, P.S.! Jakkanpur, Khesra Survey Piot -"':-.,_-.ﬁghting militants in Ganderbal (J&K)
Open E-Tender Notice| | of¥=m vaa wagz W1 9Id & ey and (ii) Demand Notfice |MNo. 69, Thana No. 28, Khata No. 08, Tauzi No. 27, Distt.: Patna, s
Sr. DEE/TRD/WCR, Bhopal, acting| | 760 @ aim 2 = & w0 o & Mrs. Sunita Date : 17.09.2024 | Slate: Bihar, Pin-800001, Total Area. 980 sqgft., Bounded:- North: Sri 4 )
for and on behall of the President of| | far & w3 fafr =1 1500 79 @@ Kumari T 39,34,000/- Ram Babu Sah, South: Niz Vendor, East Suryabanshi Prasad, West
India, invites E-Tenders against| |3 ffaer wmifim o ot #) w9 & (Co-Borrower) | and interest thereon. | 12 feet wide P.C.C Road,

|

CT NEM SINGH, PMG

CT RAM SINGH, SENA MEDAL
05.01.1954 - 07.12.1971
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
g . brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
e
01.07.1973 - 07.12.2002

. ,'r fighting enemy troops during 1971 Indo- Pak war at
k’ ".\BOP Raja Mohttam (Punjab )
- ] Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
g brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
':_ fighting militants in Jammu and Kashmir.
W

Description of work: OHE work due| | ™™ WIOE EAW TE W A 8. plant at PF Shelter & station bulidings
to BPL Yard ra-mul:laling work, #_i'li T ﬂﬂ' mﬁ"“ |:' LS Eﬂ? A Bid Availability of tender Last Date & . Opening of over JP div- 2748KWpR; WIT cost: 98 DEC 19.71 .
Phase |. Completion Period: 12| | 2712 2004 Ti1 1500 T 6. 5Ty Procurement | ., tifi- On-line for bidding Time of seeking Opening of Financial Bid 113530487 28/-; Earnest money: L/Nk Kul Bahadur Rai, Rfn Jai Prasad Limbu and Rfn
Officer R . Technical Bid h . .
Months.  Estimated Cost: T| | e off Raiw aite gwa: 2712 2024 caton No. | Tender Clarification || | 717700/-. Tender opening date: | Chandra Bahadur Limbu of 1/11 Gorkha Rifles (BATALIK) had
., From To Technical Bid | Financial Bid £ ope . ' - .
3,53,52.58094. EMD: T 3.26.800/-.| | = 10 7o o7 d—fAfae & gy A 1 2 3 4 5 3 7 3 5 T i - 27T.12.2024; Note: Date & time of made the supreme sacrifice during'OP CACTUS LILY' in erstwhile East
Closi ng Date and Time for ffga TEE vaR # TEEEe Chief Road ‘Previously Presently | Previously | Presently |Previously | Presently @ Previously | Presently Previously [ Presently e _II'IB s lﬂ TAMNCONLE. L Iarey Pakistan on 08 Dec 1971 in a true act of valour. The brave soldiers will
Submission of Tender: 31.12.2024 o 5 J b g Construction | Online | fixed on | changed to | fixed on | changed to | fixed on |changed to| fixed on | changed to fixed on changed to opening date Upto 15.00 hours, Date & always be remembered for their enthusiasm. To these brave hearts we
at 11.00 Hra. www.ireps.gov.in 07 T 1 | Engineer Rura | - N.CB. 16577550247 20.12.2024 [20.12.2024 | 06.01.2025 | 19.12.2024|04.01.2025| 21.12.2024 | 07.01.2025 Will be Will be time '_:" e-tender opening: On tender pledge that we shall always be guided by their immortal spirit and do
1398-AM/24 Works. Circle, | No-360 at At up to up to up to up to up to up to intimated intimated cpening date after 15,00 hours: their names
Please join us on @& /NWRallways Baripada 11.00 am | 11.00am | 5.00pm | 5.00pm | 5.00pm | 5.00pm | 11.00am | 11.00 am later later Complete details of tender can be

CO AND ALL RANKS, 1/11 GORKHA RIFLES (BATALIK)
(BRAVEST OF THE BRAVE)
RFN SANTOSH THAPA
08 DEC
On this day 5042496W Rfn Santosh Thapa of 5/1
Gorkha Rifles made the supreme sacrifice during 'OP

: : Elﬁi_l:‘ﬂm aaﬁm ‘n PAWAN',Sri Lankaon 08Dec 1987 in a true act of
Onling Tendars are: hareby invited for tha following work: m. ¥ 3- g-- 274001 ¥ FeOraar 'ﬁlﬂm valour and courage. The brave soldier will always be
enger ini for his enthusiasm. To this brave heart
Description of wark T sreq wreltr - Prfird-Frfir e remembered for his enthusiasm. To this brave he
Specification No, P ﬁg‘ﬁl’ W T = we pledge that we shall always be guided by his
DESIGN, MANUFACTURE, TESTING AT MANUFACTURERS WORKS 5 TS T I (et Bl Rfn Santosh immortal spirit and make his name proud
& DELIVERY AT .0 R. DESTINATION STATIONS OF 220KV CURRENT : 3 il AT Fe v Thapa '
BT ik bl e e b rdeinges s 39 DG @ A Wo-Howmioo/ s/ e /Frafth) 202425 Sl / Wi b, Wit CO AND ALL RANKS, 5/1 GORKHA RIFLES
Under 2206\ ES Division, HPSEBL Kunihas Distt. Salan (H.P), Ihggﬁ e e—24.09 2024 21 weld 2ava a1 Wy = fafsan I AT T B, ¥ ety

@w CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF
RAJASTHAN, KISHANGARH

Reaccredited to Grade A++ by NAAC
Category-l Status by UGC

e, e

e

AR O B | dETEe 9T 8- Hiag]
R -] ol Eeadrs i &
s fafy /99— 16—-12—-2024 7
16:00 q9 T | =-FfEeT & gy 97

No. CURANR/F.161/1024/22% Dhate:19.10.2024

Notice Inviting Tender

Central University of Rajasthan invites tender on or before

A R W - 17122024
1200 W H |

2. Fifdsr Ho T2 EGDMEn2024-25
geler 9 w0 7o00.00, TAfaen
e G0 47200 Wigwd) wfed)
mafay  faea S mvs,
AR O WAt (e 9w
aqers Wi § ue ol # wees

20.12.2024 for Comprehensive maintenance / services works
(estimated cost: 9.72,66,079/-) of CURa) campus from the
mterested eligible Private Agencies / Companies [ State PWD /
CPWD / MES / BRO / Public Sector Undertakings set up by the
Central / State Government, ete, The details of NIT can be
downloaded from Central University of Rajasthan website
www.curaj.ac.in and www.eprocure.gov.in

TR o TSI Heied &l 3R ¥ = fafga &l & fd sugs Joft & wresifes fafor
faamT, TR § Ysfiha Wageh! Ud I5T R / hes WK ok SIfrehd WSl / e el
frmfor favm / <k vd grEER faum / 39 senfs # dSiiha dagei, St foh TeTee™ TR &
IIGH I ST o Haeh! < AR 2, W FuiRa gow § $-HieRie gfha B e Hfaer
O T S 21

Finance (G&T) Department Notification Jaipur, October 22. 2021 (75A. Additional ‘s EFT-{IW m g W
Performance Security- (1) In additional to Performance Security as specified in rule 75, an f e ' m.r LAt
additional performance security shall also be taken from the successful bidder in case of Cl

unbalanced bid. The additional Performance Security Shall be equal to fifty percent of

U : TS TR D JTTaS TE e m

o Aommoo,fimfen ead) Prafem pen/ 2024 -251720 s 0702 2024

Brotar £ , S

Registrar

Unbalance Bid amount. The Additional Performance Security Shall be deposited in lump
sum by the successful bidder before execution of Agreement. The Additional performance

Mob. No-9973309316, Email |d:- eebcddhanbadjhr@gmail.com

| @ CPRONCR

[ £] Nerth central railways &5 www.nerindianrailways.govin

Servipg Cusbomers WIth A Smile

WD | Geage W il

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

security shall be deposited through e-Grass, Demand Draft, Banker's Cheque, Government L i [ ET O s B b O s s s O )
Securities or Bank Guarantee.) THIE 2003/ HTEE S E- i1 07 /12 /2024 e e T 08-01—2025 OF ACCUSED PERSON
. . _ A I e w L | X a7
T 1 A e[ w-Fel 1 (TH) af e T U o o S-Fifder WEm o7/ 2024—25 WloatRo Ho 2341399 Building (24—25)_D Fa | | s00 T e
G i : : ; i 600 Tl T | Gl o
e # 5a ad L =, 106,000 TS Tfaar waTer @ [ 13.42.2024 (11.00 94} U9 999122 A (a1 21+ & af-aw ol /999 19.12.2024 11:00
Fa i N . : uASal o i Char o @ ol s 0e-01-2024 ;
ST P STe SIEes| 06.12.2024 ITd: 9.30 o1 & 91 T Wie 9 i 2012.2024 €, WG HG §Y G G 9 I & {6 e w i o Fewn e ot e Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
i 09.12.2024 T 11.00 T3 T i | . ———— i ey et = wrerersy | | Daulat Ram Sfo Ram Sahay Rfe H. No. -16, Pkt-2 Sector-16
ST FIaT Wier T A | 09.12.2024 98T 1.00 591 |- e m-hl;{e'rd“ ;'!1 g iy ';‘-"fniﬂ"“ *Li '+ﬂ Herin e/ T 2| | 4.J. Colony Dwarka Delhi. has committed (or is suspected to have
TR Yok Ua (AR Yook fad faum BRI ST 9RO et w6 (5) faa / aeet /|| || o = ey B : ' .| | committed) the offence in Case FIR No. 21/19 Uls
. | P P TR P AP Py e g%l -.1'-"'"” 'q'i-‘i:rq_r'lw‘rrﬁ'r ?" ljb'ﬂ?_r[—e 3
STHT S b GiRAT 2018 f&Aih 27.04.2020 % 3AR T-UW W IEEA & l REMOVATION AND CORNSTRUCTION OF UTERAMIT MIDDLE | ' % ® . i
i S I SCHOOL, CHHATATAND, BELGARIAAT BALIAPUR BLOCK | 21815,100.00 | 4,37,000.00 100000 | 11 7 www.etenderup nicin T T 59 Y | A0BAGIG-S00:34 RS, BudhvVihar Balhi, ithasbeenieiurnedio
. DIST. DHANBAD : o .| | @ warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
1. GRARAT e 8658-00-102-16-02 Ffor fersym ; UETIGR AN TH TR e T S e TTTE T T I ot o wepe & wEee s fiem 9 .
2| BENOVATION ARL CONSIRLICTION-OF ULARAVIL BIGH. 15 o0 57 900,00 | 2,58, 000,08 | 1000000 | 11 Daulat Ram, cannot be found and whereas it has been shown
2. fferaT ek 0075-00-800-52-01 _ | SCHOOL, DHANGI AT BALIAPUR BLOCK DIST. DHANBAD | =47 7270 | &80 | Ha=1 Sfeetfisd dgaTse 72 21 Wt | i
3. ©RIER TR 8443-00-108-00-00 AT E.E. 12079 3 RENOVATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF UTERAMIT MIDDLE | . : to my satisfaction that the said accused Daulat Rﬂm-. has
: - SCHOOL, PRADHAN KHANTA AT BALIAPUR BLOCK D3] LIEILI0000 | 4T M | DR [ 1 e T WIS Fou0 W ﬁfﬂF fma heroncied i aling himsalf to avoid th ica of the said
9w wwde few wRa Chitp/diprrajasthan.govin”, N e RS TRECHON OF UTREASITMIDDIE 5 e oo L | [fo @ SR wwwagnorg ® 0| | 5 \OFSCONERRING FNRCel avei e setvca ok e 2
"http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in" W <T@ W ¥har T wul fafger gfwen .,1“53]1-1" .J.-I"Ll.'.ihfi'.;ﬂ.ﬂlff_.'!fll'H-‘-.I.l.*FFEEi};I.ﬂ-{'E mg';‘- %H.‘i:\“{.ﬁ.[i. LILIZTOD00 | 4.23,000.00 | 10000.00 | L auwar W) oo W e warrant).
"sppp.rajasthan.gov.in" "http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in" W siemst qafed | || & RENOVATION ARD CORSTEICTION OF BAJ BURIVADT [ 13 =5 ik i ' = : : -
|| 2 s PAEPIOET s UTKRAMIT HIGH SCHOOL PARASBANIA AT BALIAPUR | 2,80,54,300.00 | 2,81,000,00 | 10000.00 | geures frm foo, qeeeee @) | Proclamation is hereby made that the said Daulat Ram,
|| o BLOCK DISLDHANBAD _ _ I aredin e dg fs sfge | | @ccused of FIR No. 21/19 U/s 438A/406/506/34 P.S.: Budh
'S:No.[UBN NO.PWD2425A3192 S R “ﬁmﬂﬁ;ﬁwr{ Eﬁjﬁwﬁﬁﬂrﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬂ‘ 244950000 | 48900000 1m0 | T qomeiny #  wa wwan| | Vikar Delhi, is required to appear before this Court to answer
L_fWDaasowsoB1le (3T ¥ JT) T | RENGVATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF UPG HIGHSCHOOL |3 05 90.000.00  3,01,00000 | 10000.0 | * ™ || |33722600580 ©# IFsc coae| | 1@ Saidcomplainton orbefore 16.01.2025, o
stferomdt st & T RERGIVATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF UTKRAMIT MIDOLE | : T || lseinogozasz § RTGSMNEFT # Em : et
et Rtor s SCHOOL, PARGHA KORADIH AT BALIAPUR BLOCK DIST, | 2.82,90,500.00  2,83.000.00 | 10000.04) | N i =i Mjﬁ;g‘;“ﬂ“ %ha"“:
_ _ _DHANBAD _ _ , | I EUEER RS i R PR R CCIR i ahila Court-
o | |0 ROWTONADCONTRICHONOF IO | S iaiiam Zevaoede| oo | # % | [ a1 e Ao, ] | DPI16010/RDI2024 Room No. 406, Fist Floor
(7| RENOVATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF UTERAMIT MIDDLE | - ' R go @ fal ¥ oud fad o e Rohini Courts Delhi
SCHOOL, KALIPUR AT BALIAPUR BLOCK DIST. DHANBAD | 7 06-00.00 | 2,78,000.00 | 1OKIO.K) gl .
[T RENGVATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF UTERAMIT URDU | ' LG feas A A ST, faga 7 A OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL BHIKRAIPUR AT BALIAPUR BLOCK DIST. | 2ILSK300.00 | 42400000 10000.00 | T W O weTEg s & "MINOR IRRIGATI { IN IJII\ ISION hi JUNTT
: = HANBA | : MINC ATION NI
E-Tendering Tender Notice ‘TE'"‘_T»:.Er«a'fﬂixﬁﬁ?ﬁ}m'"f:ﬁs’l‘ﬁijf']’iﬁré OF RATKRITMIDDLE || 24 37 300,00 | 3.09.000.00 | (000000 | ™ frftem oy w81 Ffde & wum . .
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (Traction Distribution) N.C. Railway, Jhansi | || ELTL*';::-';&E‘I-&:_:E[_‘; Ejr.?i}ellltlB%{II_EI%{"%:LET:-E'IT?{J‘JEH‘I]':]EI‘-LIH — e | | W REE vy T, EHPI'DEUI'E]IIEIJ_I TEli_ldEl' Notice, T"r"rf.l Envelope 51_-'51EI11
for and behalf of Fresident of India invites Sealed "Open Tender™ through on SCHOOL, DANGEPARA AT BALIAPUR BLOCK DIST |01,64,700.00  2,04,000,00 | 1006000 | fafrer @ fedra wmr aree @) fids| | Tender Reference No:-WRIVMIDVKHUNTI/B.D./S.L.1.-15/2024-15
Line (E-Tendaring) for the following work. DHANBAD i —— | |afm @ @) sewnEd g Letter Mo- Date-05/12/2024
£ ' . 1L 1 i} =nE % i . S, I A R e S N W TR P R L = =
E-tancer No. ApPE o Earmast Moy Rl Security al= o1 merad el TS A fiye - o 1 R : | MamealWork Construction of Solar Lift Drigation
JHS-TD-TENDER-2024-07R | Rs.: 11788036.90 Rs.: 209000.00 : PR 241490 (Building)24-25*D U YRS, AT =T e Far JEos Scheme in Vill,-Sariikel Mrghati Toli
Description of Work : OHE madification work in connection with provision of T FERT G £ | ml _ : Block-Torpa, E'-‘“-'h humnti.
12M wide FOB at Dabra (DBA), Morena (MRA) and Bhind (BIX) station of Jhansi siftrereft sftrern, gy SeareeT woE, _;T!E!:-f“_n}m%_'ﬂ;l_iﬁh- In Lilkf]'; o i muﬁif:h ]ll'ﬁl-_ﬂ_- i-akhl_ S
divisi derfmril BH !St 1.|"|:|"|'|D i Iﬂs b i =Nl 51 0l TersdEr Gooumenl {in .§-| 5 g __ oy | mon-relumsdabie b
] =irreworkaND oTHER WoRKs AT LSO R
- @ i o el A= 5 | ime of Completion | 335 Days
E-Tender No. Approx Cost Earnest Money/Bid Security KATIHAR-KUMEDPUR DOUBLING PROJECT f | Mode of Submission of tender _ Dunline through
JHS-TD-TENDER-2024-0BR | Rs.: 7933004,53 Rs,: 158700.00 E-Tender Notice No. CON/2024/NOV/06 Date; 29-11-2024, Open | ()T S IR LR it e AL el o o e e s uklgdonlens pan
Description of Work : OHE maodification work in connection 'with provision of 120 tender thicuah E-Tendering system |8 Invited from exparlenced and " on wehsite (htin i hark bamnd
. W oY e } ; (http:/jharkhand
wide FOB at Banda (BNDA), Mahoba (MBA) and Chifrakutdham Karwi (CKTD)| | reputed contractors (s)/firmis) for the following works: Tender No, GE/ |  (E-dvartisad Tendar Notice No. 65/ET/2024-25 Eibwcs: 0 o028 dersgov.i
slation of Jhansi division undear Amnat Bharat Station Daevelepment Scheme. CONK-K/MIS/2024/13. Name of work: Fe;ﬂnwmi: in formation for SN| Tender Mo, | Short Description Oty. Due Date % |Last Date/Time for downloading Date: 38122024 Time-3PM
; . : . i L ‘ 41274 BEW), T . iesal | 1 T 5 CUIMEns 3
Date of completion/period from issue acceptance letter ; 09 Months raitway BG embankment, blanketing work as per RDSO specification o s iﬁﬂ:ﬁﬁﬂf’sﬂe, m,]LHEé:}E..EgﬁEHE'“L il | it_iﬁliﬂ?ﬂfﬁu-wiﬁ :::.11:1
E-Tender No. Approx Cost | Earnest Money/Bid Security in revised alignment {Ch. 13.6 Km 1o 150 Km, Ch-15.5 km 1o 17.8 02 | 05241280 | 190V, 120AH VRLA SMF BATTERY SET | 1056 Sel | 28/01/2025 % _ Website - _
JHS-TD-TENDER-2024-10R | Rs.: 6070714.41 Rs.: 121400.00 km and 24.5 km to 27.9 Km), superstiucture of Bridge No.-06 (OWG- 03 [ 12241452 |Primary Vertical Damper for all type of | 15191 Nos| 30/12/2024 9 | Submission of Tender Feeand | Start Dates-21.12.2024 Time:-2 PM
Descrioli : e : = . s 305 Sl f RCC i 1 and drai ot LHB Coaches fitted with Fiat Bogie. EMD Last Drate:-28.12.2024 Time:- 5 PM
cription of Wark ; OHE modification waork #n connection with pravision of 12M 1xX30.5m), constructicn of refdining wall an rain, protection | i Techmical Bid Onening Date | B 013 3074 Time: IPM
wide FOB. al Tikamgarh (TKMG) and Maharaja Chhatrasal Station Chhatarpur| | work, 3 Nos of Gate goomly, 4 Nos of LOC huts, 2 Nos of OC huts, 3 Yoo Dranper lar. 2l ype ol LHD T34 aa T O TR It piocen iy o o
{MCSC) staticn of Jhars division under Ameit Bharat Station Development Schame. | | Nos of auto huts: manutacturing, supplying & stacking of 50 mm size of g::;:j: mf:;ﬁ';;:iﬁ:r' = T c " Division, khntl,
i : £ - e e Friuh i frderatrirnr
Date of completion/period from issue acceptance letter ; 09 Months maching crushed frack baltast of approved quality confarming to latest ; s i 12] Contaci No, of Procuremeni (32 R295012
; | ¥ 2| Bogies with air-Spring. e P P e h ) d ;
E-Torwdor No. Approx Gost. | Eamest Money/Bid Security RDS0 Specifications within Railway boundary all along the section and Secondary Vertical Damper for LHB 4192 Nos Dfficer '*'""E‘;:.F:‘_Itcl'-“’"‘m”"'“‘ cenidkhun-cemr-jhrid nic.in
JHE'TD'TEHDEH'IDH"}ER Hﬁ.: 11‘3“9“3_3# Hﬂ-.: zﬂswuluﬂ \'3['55 25 par |'|:_""'..IIJ'r ameant belwean EIEIIiE:-HS HE|1||"|E|.I [EIGIlrd:ﬂq:l El":lj . Mon AC Coaches with Fiat E-'EIQIE - . _I.:I'. J‘l.l.'l.]'.l]'ll.'l.ﬂ.' HDT'JI: r‘IHICIJTL"I'I'II_‘ﬂ‘I l”'lfl I _144[253
Description of Work : Comprehensive and preventive maintenance of Pal| | Kumedpur (including) from Chi Km 1.38 1o Km 30.30; Linking of new B4 | Featt i Prmacy Spring dinner iy aaning) <IN Mo | w1 26200 | Cell |
assets in BLNA-UDMR & LAR KUR.J- MBA section of Jhansi Division. BG track on PSC sleeper including auxiliary frack, TRR by 10/20 rail FTNTAry Sprng (Cuter tn deawing) 1903 Nos Note:- )
06 [ 06241264 |H f undari d roof 55 Q2025 r - 2 : 3
Date of completion/period from issue acceptance letter : 25 Months panel, laying and linking of Points & Xings, SEJs, L-Xings. Inserion ol b AT 'ﬂ EEE‘E"E ok : et T = Work will be awarded to those bidders {specially MNRE approved
.y - ae of material including & s & rails s d il bl ST N chammel partners/MNRE approved manufacturersMMNRE approved PV
E‘Tﬂ"d’" qu A.Fpl'ﬂ:. Cozt Earnoet Mﬂl‘lrﬂ'_.".rﬂid SH:IJH[]I' '.-' ILETOUS Caimiae o Tlﬂ.-?”a .!'l_ uging siaepars rals, spreacing |'!.'[:'E Coaches 5}':‘:!"."”1 iﬂ!fgfﬂ“ﬂ"if‘ 'ﬁl. n.'gir:l::r-::d r'l'l.:ll'l_ll!.i‘lnl'_'ll.ll'ﬂ'l'!'i-" t-hl_:lrrlrlkll'l}'-'l I_-irm_.
JHS-TD-TENDER-2024-03R1| Rs.: 1865761048 Rs.: 243200.00 Of hailast eic., modification of EIIJ_II”-IQ “ac_{ of station EE_EHUH and all I:Iarr-esis. LR i rul::-f 1 .5el Corporation in India (including MSME of JTharkhand) of at least one of
PoacHEtn - W et antheard Timetlin meisaatioe o Bai other connecled works as per requirement in between stations Pranpu Ef;?m'lﬂ:::rﬁ;m AC EDG Chair the: major sub system namely pumps or PV System electronics
: ' : ; Road (excluding) o Kumedpur {Including] rom Ch! Km 19.70 o Km - - (confirming o National! International Standards)” any other agencies
iﬁf&mjl‘l?cﬁa EEEt}Pﬂfﬂ;‘hﬂfﬁ_‘Eﬂf}?ﬂ 30,30 and all other connected ancillary works of Katlhar-Kumedour ir FRAMMASS. OF UNGATam: Anc Mo Tl having experience of nstallation and commissioning of such solar
Date of completion/period from issue acceptance letter : 25 Months oot g s ot Akt oslad ILI.HEL pAt S gopyenkine LER, oo LAl Gl [“M::Fi:ci irrigation schemes | FI'I!'!IF'LIHL'[]::*IJ.]HLEE!.’.;_‘.HHLI‘-: Manufacturers of
e AL OOt Earnest Monay/Bid Securty connaction with Katihar- Kumedpur doubling project of N, F, Railway D6 (05241290 [9KVA TEOV415Y) 190V AC, 3 Phase, BO7 Set | 16/01/2025 10 HP pumps ( A.{“T:t:“ Ry AT Pumps} e ¢'|,h.pumm.m sirithall
3 ' (Construction). Tender Value: T138 60,72 468,15/, Earnest Money: Dry Type Distribution Transformer g e et S S T Y ot S g
JHS TD-TENDER-2023-24R1|_Rs.. 276405.31 s 5600.00 £70,84,900"- Date & Time of Closing of Tender: 14,90 hrs, of 0601 | | 07 | 05241283 | Setof Elotrical Brackes For LWSGN | B525eL [ 21012025 | | ytes tate eact ot Lot o amecntons the wholt werk b Homveuer
Description of Work : Calibration of varicus Elactrical measuring 2025 & opening at 15.30 hrs. of 06-01-2025, The complate Infermation o fi B COEES e s lh.l:':l:\-I: brdders whao ]'IiJ.'l.-'I:- not yel registered i Water R-:ﬁuurn_'::.li
Instrumente Al TR IhasaiDivition. with lender documents of above &tendar will be avallable In websile e EE??FFPTE r_lrnne_: 1?rdrawmg NE: A A ey Department can also submil their id provided they will have o get
Date of completion/period from issue acceplance letter : 03 Months www.ireps.gov.in MOR AUE‘. ;:EE,‘!'E? FIAT Bagie of LHB themselves registered in Water Resources Department within two
Date of closing Tender : for all E-Tender No.: 27.12.2024 15:00 pm. = E s . e ~ months from the date olallotment ofwork,
Tender online can be submilted up to 15:00 hrs on 27.12.2024. « For full Chist Enginesr/COND EE:D?;EIIP?L.LI:E]E?EH‘? g;??;ncﬂiﬁﬁ_ v = Only e-Tender will be accepted. - .
details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website Hu RTHE AST Fnu NTIER RAILWAY NOMN AC Coachas Further detml scan be Seen on website hitp://Jharkhandtenders. gov.in
Www. iIreps.gov.in 2087/24 (D) B’ (Construction Organisation) Website Address: www.ireps gov.in & www.mcl indlanrallways.gov.in Executive Engineer,
A

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE PR 341450 Minar Irrigation|24-25)#0 Minor Irrigation Division, Khunti.




WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, DECEMBER 8,2024

YOUR WEEK AHEAD

16 CALENDAR

BRIDGE SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2507 Ifit’s your
Dealer: East Vulnerable: East/West QUICK CLUES ARIES (Mar 21- Al)l' 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
ACROSS B lrt a What an amazing It's surprising just
NORTH 1. Move house(collog.)(2,6) time thisis! Ethical how stimulating
ORTR | | EAST 5. Wanders away (6) and moral ideals money can be once
4 J33 & AK1042 9. Acuttingtool(8) segm tobe . youdream u% new
(852 ®\74 10. Like better (6) uppermost, but you're inan ways to earn more. On the
NTAT: X 11, Kohimais the capital of this \S{gll;'f‘l:g()]?necleelgger grt e impatient mood and such whole, though, thlS'IS atime
13 &K02 state (8) pletingp g lofty considerations may be for spending. What's more,
0 12. Partial (6) pattern which dates back four or five swept to one side. If romance you should surround yourself
14. Deteriorate completely ? years, and it may be satisfying to feel that is on your mind, you may be with colour and luxury.
ready to make others aware of
(22,6) you have come sofar. howy o SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
SOUTH  WEST  NORTH  EAST 18. Ultimately (10) y ' Sometimes reality
ass 22. Yielding or giving up (6) Monday December9 TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) is avery difficult
154 - 06 - 23. One who opposes war (8) Your planets are in an expansive mood. You're much thing and it's not
24. Like mosaic tiles (6) Think bi tobeth t sharper with mone surprising that you
INT pass Ao pass 25, Interrogate (8) Think big seems to be the mos P y prising y
5 ass 54 . b lmportant message of the moment. You _than many people often try to sweep difficulties
p pass 26. Outer edge (6) should be scrambling to success imagine. You'll under the carpet. Now,
634 pass Pass pass 27. Amaze (8) ’ come close to carrying off the however, friends and lovers
financial coup of the century, are willing to give you a
b s ace.five.d e three.cix ace. heartrine. Planthe DOWN Tue'sday December 10 such is your eye for a bargain. second hearing. They will be
Club six, ace, five, deuce. Spade three, six, ace, heart nine. Plan the play. 1. Not dispatched (6) You're qu1te d l?road—mlnded persqn at But, if you put one footaninch as ready asyouare to forgive
o 2. a the bat: attacks the ball heart, and getting more so all the time. out of place, then your profit and forget.
the best. When do to do which is of great importance to a bridge player. wi 6 i
W(;er:e Zveryt:i:g I(:)ois rgsv; alr(:d tlisn: cgrriifacl’z,?;masnt(;ebeoi: thrtle g:g? '?P{l(:\:( 3. A%/fgor)lt (6) The more youare prepared to see other may be turned intoaoss. SAGITTARIUS (NOV24 -Dec 23)

people’s points of view, the better.

what can go wrong and prepare for the worst. But when your contract

needs the cards to be placed in a favourable way for your contract to suc- 4. Director QfROCk}l Aur Rani Kii GEMINI (May 22 'Jlllne %ll ) In many Walys you
ceed, justassume them tobe so. Prem Kahaani (5,5) 22. Regretting that another gun 15. Send round instrument to Wednesdav D ber 11 Partners, love are an utterly
6. Despotic(8) was produced with misguidedire ~ scene of action (5,3) s L Ones, Spouses, admirable
The Westhand:S-H-KJ963D- 1074108764 7. Betroth(8) (6) 16. Parasitic creature with a What ayear this could be. If you play your colleagues, rivals, individual. As usual,
e Fasthand:S-Q o - 8. Catchunawares(8) 23. With wild rage, give distress recorder ? (8) cards right, you can have the best of both peopleyoulikeand  you're acting outof the very
Afterwinning the opening lead, South should cash one high trump (getting 13. Fellow-workers (10) (8) 17. Daring types of blazers? (8) worlds. You can g0 Offby YOUI'SEIf, but people you don't, all have one best of motives and your

natural kindness is well to the

the bad news about the five-zero split). Declarer must not lead a second 15. Square head SC&I‘f( 8) 24. Mr. Lawrence, in some misery, 19. Scoffed about buffet put appreciate time with your partrlers. thing in common. None of

spade, which would automatically lead to the loss of two trump tricks. The . . ; : :
only chance is to find East with a very favourable distribution in the side 16. Our Capltal (3,5) bEhaYe_S erratlc.ally‘(G) together (6) thedm Cgl’l mf;' ke L;lf)l theltI' mcllnds i(_)re. But give g(t)urself all thte
suits. South must cash the ace of hearts and the rest of the clubs, then four 17. Foul-smelling (8) 25. British soldier right to retreat? 20. Peter makes a name for Thursdav December 12 ordecide where they stand. Ime youneed to prevaricate
diamond tricks to discard two low hearts from his hand., and now lead a 19. Debacle (6) Rubbish ( 8) himselfin Russia (6) v, ; y g " d However, youmay fOI‘CE. the and c_hange your Opll‘llOI'.lS.
et fomdiy st domil sttt | qL MRS i) 26 Mdscemupsetbyadeath(s) 21 Hemayhelptomakegame Yourstarsareinanpositivemood. paceater the week'smiddle.  Plus itseems thattherei
thegueen.—nine—eiglqht of spades, while South has king-ten-four and dummy 21. Awful odour (6) 27. Someone with a down-to- available (6) . ou fi € re:‘al yto g(iho ti aYn MUItply, CANCER (June 22 - July 23) passiOn around every corner.
thejack-five. East's potential second spade trick vanishes into thin air. earth approach (8) So]utions to 2 5 0 6 lf}ahlnaf;.(iléll Slen;eb lab 1S. .l?u See, one Work, health and CAPRICORN (Dec 23. Jan 20)
Dealer: West Vulnerable: East/West CRYPTIC CLUES ofthose little 18 tbulbs will come on. practical matters The Moon gets
ACROSS DOWN QUICK CLUES Across: 8 Health,9 are highlighted, you off to a flying
1. Thebeast breaks one plate ? 1. Spanish dukedom having New Stalwart, 10 Broccoli, 11 Insets, 12 Friday December 13 althoughit's start by bathing
NORTH SOUTH (8) N ' York made state capital (6) S\mﬁ'xggo C;ﬂﬂf;gy‘gzuﬁ’%ﬁf&zzs You are blessed by wonderfully poetic uncertain whether you'll be you in beneficial
S 8632 3. D?CIareS the ship is carrying 2. Appear to make louder (4,2) Landau,26 Unwieldy,27 Befriend, 28 planetary alignments. It's a perfect day pushing yourself to the limit lunar alignments. Deal with
4 J1095 L clothing (6) 3. Moral displayed after take-off RaglanDown: 1 Teardrop,2 Placed,3 for lovers to whisper sweet nothings in or be flat on your back, worn monetary matters on
¥ Ab ¥ 9/ 9. One may tgke alofty view of (6) wvrg:i?j,e‘:i ;I' _g::::i ? 5M§ri:ﬁ2:;g 16 each other's ears out and exhausted. Wednesday and save family
¢ AB6?2 ¢ 743 some decoration (5,3) 4. Masseur has recorq, before Labourer. 18 Withdraw, 18 Grounds, 21 . Emotionally, you are bound to gatherings for the weekend.
% AKJ % (742 10. Mistake made by a crier (6) end of day, of the functions of Usages, 23 Unwary,24 Emerge feel continued benefits from Those three mystical planets,
11. When finally continental living organisms (10) CRYPTICCLUES Across: 8 Cashit,9 Saturday December 14 Venus' helpful passage Uranus, Neptune and Pluto
Cllllffency ha;llit(tg movement, 6. : (tluet§tlon CO‘?(TQ)OHIY posed by 3;15::"1 1 Marchese. 1] Moboap.12 You know where you're going, and how through your chart. have helped in the past, and
that’s unstable adetective nove ; " - ' : \ )
SOUTH  WEST NORTH  EAST 1 That's the first of th 0 = Noroneleftin sood condition Takeoff,20 Podium,22 Airspace, 25 to get there. That's great 1f your current LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) they'll be offering yet more
lHe bl 2He oo ha > 0 € (‘é)s otthemonth, ot (3.5) & Oddiy. 20 Lamppost, 27 Lameduck, goals cover all eventualities. But You can turn on assistance now.
ess than that ) quint Down: alamino, ichi, . ' . ’ '
pass pass dbl pass 14. Did well when you consider 8. Stand on board with knight S s, AssertsS 33:_"‘6*“‘;’65 ultimately, you'll realise that there's the charmand AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
256 pass pass pass the powder I spilt (10) burnt by auditors (4-4) Darm san, 18 Foausing. 10 Gatlike, 21 much more to life than you once sweep people off Somebody who
18. Nigeria had built a small 13. Instrument noted for precision Oldham, 23 Remiss, 24 Popgun thought.  their feet. The way seemed tohavea
West leads the king of hearts. Plan the play. amplifier (7,3) (64) to Fleal WIth even recalcitrant great deal of
children is to show them how promise may now
to have fun. Family meetings be seenin their true colours. Yet
may have a deeper meaning the factis that the reality may
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 5s N bilt, in general, ltc'IS atime for be closer to your dreams than
BNt 3 5 o - pleasure. Home decoration is the mirage which once N
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, Dy . 2 ? 'E' g 3 5 1 E ""I' Important to you. fascinated you. At workitis
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get © every digit from1t0 9 8 2 6 9 O 114 0|2 8B/68|l5|7!3 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) WEO you linOW, r%ther than
the answer for the given quip. : = . 1 whatyou know that counts.
lo)) must appear in each of the ? g > Astrology may
Everymanisthearchitectof his____-Sallust (3,7) P | ninevertical columns,in S |1B|3 5|1\7\14]16|2|9 be all about PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
l_n each of the nine horizontal ‘1 E 5 3 n | 5 5 ? E 4 g 2 3 .T freedom of ChOice, .YOU will bejOlteq .
RVEOR CLRUNU = towsandineachofthe =) . " butsome changes into some surprising
\¢* nine boxes. ;) 4 8 117213196 5 are inevitable. The point insights, one of
..:-: .. (@) - is, though, that you can which will be that
0 ' 6 8 4 % 39 2(26/1]8/4/7 determine the exact shape not all your ambitions really
EFNOT AORRFW e A | and direction that they take. suit your unique deeper
a Difficulty Level 79 - . 7133|6984 52 You may be unable to control interests. Long-distance
.:.] . . Is=Very casy; 2s=Easy; 7 5 8 6 = 5 6 413/ 1/2|17/!9 8 events at home, so why romance beckons for travelling
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; | ' not just let life take its own Pisceans, so you never know
9s = Very Hard; 6s = 2 4 @ , 9 | _2 g E‘ 4 { 5 _ ? _ 3 E: 1 y 2 | sweet course? when love's arrow might strike.
ISN[[ES - 'dUNLI0J UMO SI{ JO IIIYDIE ) ST UBLU AIAT :1oMSUY Genius — 0
MOYIVH ‘TINONN ‘NALIO YIA0Y :NOLLNTO0S

AT WA HElHg-J6

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

farer rI5u sra« fasior faoms, fero aeen
(feerR IXHR &1 IuEHH)
s—fafaer / s—g=afifaer smzver g+ Wo—a2 /202425

B.¥. oy 3ienfie faer wifteso,

|.r—1|.|1. R |'H~f eh=E 11-|1

[ePsie
- L G B R

TEET TEm fEm = k&, s i s = s st i) aﬁwﬁwraﬁm
i wwerd) Rl erdofre e P erfRraveer fafeei sy Rramei & dufrge|

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused

Shadab S/o Wali Mohammad @ Jamil Ahmed Rfo H.No. qwi'a:i;rmﬁ it sy =6 &, formet svaie e o) wi frees i ; : : s s bt = ;
: : FETOTETaT &1 Ug-ITe Ud O T WETHEdd, e ww sae fi e o, s T
0-382, Gali No. 4, Sunder Nagri, Delhi has Committed (or | |[i- 2% . o1 0z w st fiftm e 1012.2024 9 ek 100 ¥ W Fei b HAbre e~ iowa | |
is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. ?{fwﬂ‘ fﬁw5mrﬂ“m§“ﬂ‘ﬁnﬂ fr=tie 01.01 2025 = G e s o M el
373/2018 U/s 279/338 IPC, PS Nand Nagri, Delhi and it = :ﬂm s i ﬁ!i“!ﬁ“% e = 5 ks st ;
has been rgmrﬂed to a warrant of arrest thereupon is_ﬁued mh;ﬁm’“:;, mﬁﬁhﬁhg-ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ el g ik spae ot ﬁﬁm‘ﬁmﬂ;:: 3 Fafarer s Bl (Brasere) & T&4TH: 20.92.2028 H 13.01.2025 @] 1500 T o5 |
that the said Shadab cannot be found and whereas it has Foreeran - &l aifs ferdlr vd wm
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Shadab has e =T ’E‘ﬁr’-ﬁ‘gﬁ 4 i @ (woats) s o sifm ol o fE=id: 14.012025 % 1500 & OB |
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of b T
the said warrant) 1. |Construction of Proposed Entrance Gate, Security Hut, Public Toilet, Bus| Rs. A S o , _
e : Shelter, Fire Station, EV Charging Station (Civil Works) and Integrated b TGl sl BT ST el dearde www.eproc2.bihar.govin o
670.43
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Shadab Command and Cantrel Center at Kavi Nagar Indusrial Area Ghaziabad [UUP)| _ _ % o - . )
of case FIR No. 373/2018 U/s 279/338 IPC, PS Nand Nagri, 2. |Construction of Entrance Gate Security Hut, Including Beautification) 6 Wiz Wi @ fiE e ud e fai—29,12.2024 1 16:00 T e T9 WEWENE & FHraiEd HHH |
Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the 2 Nos, Bus Shelterd MNo., Upgradation of CFC Building 1 Hu : e e L I . I
: e 2 By Order .E.'t;l;“:t:nd am: E;nlrﬂ No. _I::I;EB‘T-HEI.PL:PHEQ Industria A.l'eal ; frmior Frm oo, aTvaeTe S8, TR, 9e-23
ratapur and Udyogpuram in Meerut (UP. | e =@ & R ' (e 1) i 15.01.2025 T
Ms. Deepakshi Rana| |de= Ay P & e e < o o T B, s AR A B U O L ) W LD TR Ao )
Judicial Magistrate First Class-03 Ferferen weard farwegm wrrerrh wifirerm o) website: www.onlinecpside.com 79 flam ¥ ST s o St 1 s e et e
Room Hug‘lg Shahdara District wra e o) websie: hitp://etenderup.nic.in Tiﬁ_m'-m'ﬁﬂfﬁf?i A T B W 9 et e @t AHLG J_I-:l_'l.'llh h" Wil 3 Dt ST
" k. v ' Courts. Delhi o woeer | Frf ) ot wiargs 9. 8791905769 T e fivmn @ e B gem senmeas BfeT degar @ Ffey 120 o
DPI16029/NE/2024{Court Matter] "-a@rrardooma Lourts, Delhi TR ., T L ”
11 T @
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE PROCLAMATION REQUIRING e T T e -
_ o 2 . R T i e ) i (3 T A Processing | = wel | s
= S LU USE) LRSS THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED w0 | for 7 o e 3 | | e | T |
See Section 82 CrPC (See Section 84 BNSS) & L | : | S
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused - 1 2 3 4 g B 7 g 9
bersan SONIL KHAN 810 Gulfam Rio: StastNo. 2148, Beta:| | | nereas complaint has besn made befare me that accusad A o S |
; _ : : el A person namely Amit S/o Dharmvir Rfo Ward No.6, Naroda TEE T 8 g
I, Near Pari Chowk, Greater Noida (U,P.), has committed (oris Hi H t HNo. 1973 Gali No-21. | Block Hari . —_— i i s 2 i — *; As per 06 o
suspected fto have committed) the offence in FIR No. Enr ER el L NL IR I tIenk ThaAs T, OCK. : bl L e i 41595, 20300 st ! 10,000.00 wabsita () i
386/2020, Dt. 09.10.2020, U/s 392/411/34 IPC, P.S. Pul Nagar Jaitpur, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have AR u
Prahlad Pur, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of committed) the offence in case FIR No. 293/2024 U/s 110/3(5) FRA TR B
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I'm slightly disappointed with how that transpired, with a couple of the past innings. It is what it is. If they want to react like
that and that’s how they want to represent themselves, then so be it.

England’s Gus Atkinson
celebrates with teammates after
taking a hat trick. AP

NZ VS ENG: 2ND TEST

Atkinson bags
hat-trick on an
eventful day

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WELLINGTON, DECEMBER7

ENGLAND LED New Zealand by 533
runs with five second-innings wickets
in hand Saturday after another day of
extraordinary incidents and mile-
stones, including a hat-trick on the
second day of the second test at the
Basin Reserve.

Atstumps, England was 378-5inits
second innings with Joe Root 73 not out
and captain Ben Stokes unbeaten on
35.Root was among the history-mak-
ers Saturday, reaching his 100th score
of 50 or more in tests. When he
reached his 65th half century, which
goes along with his 35 centuries, he be-
came the fourth player after Sachin
Tendulkar, Jacques Kallis and Ricky
Ponting to achieve that feat.

When Stokes declares, possibly

overnight, New Zealand will have to
achieve the highest successful fourth-
innings run chase in test history towin
the match and level the three-match
series. England won the first test by
eight wickets in Christchurch.
Brief scores: England 280 and 378
for 5 (Root 73*, Stokes 35*) lead New
Zealand 125 (Atkinson 4-31, Carse 4-
46)by 533 runs

SAVS SL:2ND TEST

Paterson leads
charge with
career-best 5/71

REUTERS
GQBERHA,DECEMBER 7

SEAMER DANE Paterson took a career-
best 5/71 and Temba Bavuma was un-
beaten on48 as South Africa closed the
third day of the second test against Sri
Lanka at 191 for three in their second
innings on Saturday, alead of 221 runs.

Paterson helped bowl Lanka out
for 328 in their first innings as they
lost seven wickets for 67 runs against
the South African new ball attack that
was led superbly by the seamer.

Captain Bavuma, who already has
two half-centuries and a ton in three
innings in the series, will resume on
the fourth day with Tristan Stubbs (36
not out).

The pair have put on a patient 82

for the fourth wicket to steadily build
the home side’s lead.
Breif scores: SA 358 and 191 for 3
(Markram 55,Bavuma48*, Stubbs 36%,
Jayasuriya 2-75)lead SL328 (Nissanka
89, Kamindu 48, Mathews 44,
Chandimal 44, Paterson 5-71, Maharaj
2-65,]Jansen 2-100) by 221 runs

TRAVIS HEAD, ON SIRAJ SEND-OFF

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

PLAYING TODAY

India vs Australia, second Test, Day 3
TV: Live on Star Sports Network &
Hotstar from 9:30 am

Day and Nightmarish Test

Australia firmly in control as India are reduced to 128 for 5 in 2nd innings; Head's quickfire century shifts momentum on Day 2

EXPRESS INAUSTRALIA

SRIRAM VEERA
ADELAIDE, DECEMBER/

AT ONE point, Jasprit Bumrah went down
in pain. He lay on the ground, stretching his
leg, and the physio ran out. Six cricketing
days into the series, that was the nightmare
moment of dread. What if something hap-
pens to Bumrah; what would happen to the
Indian attack? Luckily, the groin pain faded
out with some treatment. “It was just
cramps,” the bowling coach Morne Morkel
would say later, but on a day Travis Head
walloped them, a few concerns have
propped up.

As harsh as it is to criticise someone as
young as Harshit Rana, a couple of things
have to be said. His bowling plan and skills
involved were one, but while that still can
be put down to his inexperience and part
of an important learning curve for any
rookie, his fitness seems to be a larger con-
cern. Especially as that part should not be
raised against a youngster.

He does run out of gas in his later spells;
it was visible in Perth too; the pace drops,
the venom in hitting the deck that he shows
in his first spell lessens.

It also makes one wonder whether
Akash Deep, the seamer who has the abil-
ity to get the ball to skid, would have been
a better selection punt for the pink-ball Test.
It won't be a surprise if Rana does get re-
placed by Deep for the next game.

It was never going to be easy to bowl to
Head, especially for someone as new as
Rana, as Head can make a mockery of
lengths with his batting approach. What is
a good length to others can almost be a
touch short for him as he hangs on the back
foot to whack them square. And when Rana
tried to go fuller, Head would latch on to
them as well.

Those errors are understandable, espe-
cially when one remembers the brute of a
delivery he served to remove the same bats-
man in the first innings of the Perth Test,
but the way his pace and intensity drops in
later spells is a cause of concern. Rana, un-
doubtedly is likely to improve as a bowler,
but as things stand, his bowling level would
have been understandable had he been an
allrounder, not enough for a specialist pacer.

Such was the state when he was getting
repeatedly crunched by Head, Rohit Sharma
couldn’t even take him off the attack as who
would he have turned to? With the next
Test in Brisbane almost immediately on the
heels of this one, Bumrah and Mohammed
Siraj have to be saved up. It would definitely
be a different attack had Mohammad Shami
been fit and playing, but in his absence, a
few kinks are showing up, as expected.

Not that everything went awry. Siraj
produced one of his finest spells of his ca-
reer in the morning, but would go wicket-
less. After a first, slightly wayward over
where he was tailing in onto the middle and
leg, Rishabh Pant had run across for a
lengthy chat. It’s not sure of course whether
the subsequent change was aresult of that,
but things did change rather dramatically.

Australia captain Pat Cummins celebrates after dismissing his Indian counterpart Rohit Sharma on Saturday. AP

He had the ball fizzing around the off
stump, tailing them in and straightening —
and almost always making them play. A few
balls flew past the edges of Marnus
Labuschagne and Nathan McSweeney, and
he kept attacking. To Head
also he had started well.
From round the stumps he
tried to cut the ball away;

2713

sheepish-looking Pant.

As for India’s batting, the refreshing high-
lights came right at the end in the way when
Pant and later, Nitish Reddy joined him. Pant
charged down the pitch to slam Scott

Boland, who looked visibly
surprised. Pant would
specifically target Boland
with his adventurism;

the plan was perfect but he Rohit Sharma's Test falling on the off side to lap
hasn’t quite got that ball average in 2024. In 12 a short rising ball or going
nailed yet with the extent Tests he has scored down the track to smear
of the deviation and getting 597 runs with two him through the off side.

it to do that late in the hundreds. However, Boland is a bowler who
piece, to lure the batsman his last Test century generally hits similar
to err. was 13 innings ago. lengths consistently and

But otherwise, he was
spot on with his line,
length, and aggression. The one moment he
boiled over, came right after getting Head
out but India should be thrilled with the
way he bowled through the day.

Ashwin uses the breeze

Ashwin did what he could on a second
day pitch, tried his best to keep things tight
and used the breeze to repeatedly skid the
ball into the left-handers and away from the
right-handers. One such ball took the out-
side edge of a lunging Mitch Marsh and was
snapped up by Pant.

The Indians didn’t appeal much but
Marsh had walked off by then. “Tu appeal
hi nahi kiya?!” Ashwin would protest to a

Pant’s approach was tai-
lored to throw him off his
comfort zone. And it worked.

Nitish too cottoned on to Pant’s ap-
proach, and he even walked down the first
ball he faced, and would crunch a couple of
aggressive hits before stumps.

India again had a decent phase, albeit
short, when Yashasvi Jaiswal was batting,
but he perished off Boland’s first delivery,
edging an away-angler. KL Rahul had gone
for a pull off Pat Cummins even though he
was cramped for room by that ball on the
leg stump, and gloved it behind to the wick-
etkeeper Alex Carey.

Virat Kohli was steadier than in the first
innings, but he too fell, tentatively poking
inside the line of a Boland delivery that just

about straightened to take the edge. Jaiswal
and Kohli’s dismissals had perhaps pushed
Pant to do what he did to Boland.

Rohit's worrying dismissals

Just when it seemed Rohit Sharma
might be able to survive the day with Pant,
he too was dismissed. It was Cummins’s
best delivery of the Test. It landed on a
length around off stump and straightened
to hit the off peg.

Pretty similar to New Zealand’s Tim
Southee’s dismissal of Rohit Sharma in the
recent home series. This happens to Rohit
due to the way he bats at times: he isn't
quite forward and more importantly plays
the line of the ball. And even slight devia-
tion from what he expects can be enough
to rush past the edge and hit the off stump.

Or move in to trap him Ibw. Playing the
line was one of the reasons for his success as
Test opener in England in 2018, but his feet
movement was crisper, quicker, and more
purposeful then.

Australians are going to repeatedly tar-
get him with such deliveries as seen in this
Test: the one that shades away just a touch
to threaten his off stump or the one that
moves back in more to threaten his pad. He
will have to find a way out. But then, so does
the Indian batting unit as a whole. It now
rests on the adventurous Pant taking clever
and calculated risks and the impressively
plucky and skilful Reddy.

—— SCORECARD ——

AUSTRALIA VS INDIA
ADELAIDE OVAL, AUSTRALIA
Toss: India won, chose to bat

INDIA 180
AUSTRALIA 86/10/N
N McSweeney c Pantb Bumrah 39 (109b, 6x4)
M Labuschagne c Jaiswal b Reddy 64 (126b,9x4)

S Smith ¢ PantbBumrah 2(11b)
THead b M Siraj 140 (141b,17x4, 4x6)
M Marsh c Pantb Ashwin 9 (26b,1x4)
ACarey c PantbM Siraj 15(32b)

P Cummins b Bumrah
M Starc c HRana b M Siraj

12(22b, 2x4)
18 (15b, 3x4)

N Lyon not out 4(6b)
SBoland b M Siraj 0(9b)
M Extras (b13,lb1,nb7) 21
B Total (87.30v,RR: 3.85) 337

B FoW:1-24 (UKhawaja, 10.6 ov),2-91(N
McSweeney, 36.10v), 3-103 (S Smith, 40.Tov), 4-
168 (M Labuschagne, 54.3 ov), 5-208 (M Marsh,
63.40v),6-282 (ACarey, 76.6 ov), 7-310 (T Head,
81.40v),8-332 (P Cummins,84.6 ov), 9-332 (M
Starc, 85.T0v), 10-337 (S Boland, 87.3 ov)

M Bowling: J Bumrah 23-5-61-4; M Siraj 24.3-
5-98-4;HRana 16-2-86-0; NK Reddy 6-2-25-
1; R Ashwin 18-4-53-1.

INDIA
Y Jaiswal c Carey b Boland
KL Rahul ¢ Carey b Cummins

24 (31b, 4x4)
7(10b,1x4)

SGillb Starc 28 (30b, 3x4)
V Kohlic Carey b Boland 11(21b, 1x4)
RPant not out 28 (25b,5x4)
RSharmab Cummins 6 (15b, 1x4)
NKReddy not out 15 (14b, 3x4)
B Extras(b5,lb2,nb?2) 9

H Total 24 Ov(RR: 5.33) 128/5
B FoW: 1-12 (KL Rahul, 3.5 ov), 2-42 (Yashasvi
Jaiswal, 8.10v), 3-66 (Virat Kohli, 14.3 ov), 4-86
(Shubman Gill, 17.2 ov), 5-105 (Rohit Sharma,
20.50v)

H Bowling: M Starc 9-0-49-1; P Cummins 8-0-
33-2; SBoland 7-0-39-2.

Selectors await fitness
report before flying
Shami to Australia

BCCl is awaiting National Cricket Academy’s
nod to fly pacer Mohammed Shami to
Australia for the remaining three Tests of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy. The Indian Express
understands that the senior selection commit-
tee is awaiting the latest fitness test results from
NCA for his inclusion in the Test squad.

Itis understood that the BCCI has already
prepared the clothing for the pacer and even
hisvisais ready and once declared fit, will fly to
Australia at the earliest. “The selection com-
mittee is waiting for the NCA's fitness clear-
ance report on Shami. He travelled to
Bengaluru to give a fitness test. He played the
Ranji Trophy as well as the Syed Mushtaq Ali
T20s, where he looked good. We are just wait-
ing for the approval from the NCA,” a BCCl of-
ficial said. Meanwhile, Mohammed Badruddin,
Shami’s childhood coach, isn't pleased with
the lack of communication. “He is fit. He has
played one Ranji Trophy match, helped Bengal
reach the quarter-finals of the Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy. He bowled a long spell in the red-
ball, takes field throughout the 20 overs in the
white ball. How much more proof they want.
If the Indian team management wants to win
the series they will call him before the Brisbane
Test,” said thecoach. = DEVENDRA PANDEY

Travis at it again as Australia make serious Headway in Adelaide

SRIRAMVEERA
ADELAIDE,DECEMBER7

A COUPLE of weeks back, Mohammad Siraj
contacted former India bowling coach Bharat
Arunwith one specific request: to share tips to
cut the ball away from aleft-handed batsman
from round the stumps.

His request was to nail Travis Head. Before
the start of play on Saturday, with two right-
handed batsmen batting overnight, R Ashwin
had a long bowl at the pitch adjacent to the
main pitch as part of warm-ups.Itwasall from
round the stumps and the ball would slide in
from outside off asif he were bowling to a left-
hander. It seemed the Indians were more than
aware that their main nemesis on the day,and
possibly of this series, is Travis Head.

Their hunch proved right as Head smashed
140 to propel Australia to 337 and hand a 157-
run first-innings lead. And the Australian
bowlers ran through the top order to leave
India gasping at 1285, trailing by 29 runs.

The home crowd of course knew the main
man was Head. As he walked out to bat, he re-
ceived the loudest cheer that any Australian
batsman got. If any Indian bowler messed
around with him with stares or the lip, as
Mohammad Siraj would after eventually get-
ting his wicket with a yorker, they would boo
them, loud and long. Especially the crowd

standing at the ‘Hill’, the grass-bankareajustin
front of the old scoreboard, the least-expen-
sive ticketed section of the stadium.Head has
the reputation of an ‘everyday bloke’ in this
country. Never mind he recently bought a
house that's worth three million dollars, it’s his
persona that makes him rather appealing to
the Australian fans. A moustache out of 80s
Australia,a batsman who had to struggle to get
aspotinthe teamand work harder toretainit,
someone who looks like one of the blokes; no
gym-sculpted body or a posh demeanourand
airs about him — justaregular Aussie bloke, as
they call him. He might be loved by the home
fans, but it must be annoying to bowl to him.
Head retreats to almost one spot, around
the leg and middle, on the back foot primarily,
crunching himself into that area as if he were
travelling in a packed unreserved compart-
ment of an Indian train and there is no space
elsewhere. But he unleashes such mayhem
fromthere, slashing, carving, stabbing, punch-
ing. He might not be a classical batsman, but
he is a batsman with a very specific and con-
scious method. By stationing himself there, he
casts thisillusionary spell on the bowlers, drag-
ging them into his space. A ball on off stump
that can cramp up most batsmen appears as
width to him. Even Jasprit Bumrah was snared
by it, occasionally thinking he could hit that off
stump, but would wince as Head, without foot
movement of the conventional kind but main-

S A S Al

Travis Head smashed 140 to propel Australia to 337.

Reuters

taining balance and springing up with his knee
flex, would slash him through backward point.
The hands just fly.

Then there is the other effect as Siraj would
do.Seeing himin that space, the logical thought

is to hurl something really full - fuller than the
lengths to other batsmen. And Head would
rapidly get forward to absolutely cream it
through the off side.

Italso came through in the way he handled

epaper.indianexprea.aum.. .

Ashwin. The Indian offspinner’s main weapon
onawindy Adelaide day was to use the breeze
and drift the ball in. Often releasing the ball
from between his thumb and fore-finger, he
would get the ball to skid in from outside off
or around off. Time and again, Head would
press back to push it away. And suddenly, he
would lurch forward to blast a fuller-length
ball. Or charge down the track to crash-land
them into the stands. But all this free-flowing
attack essentially comes from that backing
movement. For all his whacking the ball
around, Head is a batsman who needs and
trusts that method. Anytime he deviates from
it, he admonishes himself. He doesn’t do it
when he misses an attempted cut to what ap-
pears tobe afull-length ball; heisn't worried as
that'swhat he wanted todo. Butifhe hasaflash
ataball that his method isn’t suited for, he can
be seen muttering,

In the days leading up to the Perth Test, he
had batted for hours, in multiple sessions each
day, at the nets, leading to quizzical looks from
the Australian journalists who generally see
himat nets only when he wants to polish some
part of his game. It didn’t come off in the first
innings there as Harshit Rana produced a
beauty that shaped away ever so late from
round the stumps and rattled the off stump.

Head was particularly severe on Rana at
Adelaide. Served a stream of balls that was like
meat to his method, he cut, drove and pulled.

What's not short to other batsmen is short to
him, because of the position he gets into. And
Rana couldn’tadjust on the day and bled runs.

Once he reached the hundred, the trade-
mark helmet-over-the-bat-handle celebration
came out,and he soaked in the moment, turn-
ing to all parts of the ground. And then began
his next onslaught with a tweak. Where previ-
ously he would punch, he began extending his
arm to go up and over with his shots - be it
Bumrah or Siraj.

There was one astonishing six off Siraj, a
ball before he was dismissed. It was a fairly
good delivery, on the middle and leg from a
good length, in an attempt to cramp him for
room, but he somehow whipped it up and over
the square-leg boundary. Siraj stood there,
hand over his mouth, musing and staring,

The next ball was a yorker that dipped un-
der the blade to hit the stumps, and Siraj
screamed in celebration. Head had alook,and
as Siraj kept screaming in joy, he said some-
thing to the bowler. Siraj mouthed something
angrily, pointing to the dressing room.

The crowd cottoned on to the momentand
began booing Siraj, who had to field near the
boundary after an over, and smilingly egged
them on, extending his arms and waving them
up and down. The Indian section clapped in
joy, the Australian sections booed more. It was
aminor event compared to the main box-office
show of the day: Head slaying the Indians.
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FIDE WORLD CHAMPONSHIP

Tiebreaks rapidly approachin

Gukesh running out of
time as Game 10 ends in
another draw; rapid
format tiebreakers suit
champion Ding Liren

AMIT KAMATH
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 7

AT ONE of the press conferences at the on-
going World Chess Championship, a weird
question was tossed at the world champion
and the teenage challenger.

Both players were asked if they had to
visit one tourist attraction on Sentosa Island,
which is hosting the World Championship,
what would it be. Both were given three op-
tions: Adventure Cove Waterpark, Universal
Studios or the Aquarium. But there was a
catchin the question, the players had to visit
one of these together.

“They are all for kids,” shot back Ding
Liren.

At the World Championship, Ding Liren,
incumbent crown-wearer and D Gukesh, au-
dacious teenage challenger, are involved in
a much more dangerous activity. The jenga
tower of the World Chess Championship is
getting increasingly unstable each time one
more game ends in a draw and both players
find themselves level on points. And with it,
the players are getting more cautious, gin-
gerly playing to avoid defeat.

Unsurprisingly then, for the seventh
straight game at the 2024 World Chess
Championship, Gukesh and Ding Liren
agreed to a draw.

After the 36-move draw on Saturday, the
prospect of tie-breaks appears increasingly
likely. 10 games into this duel, both players
are deadlocked at five points each. If there is
no player who holds an advantage after four
more games, the game will head into the tie-
break, which is played in the rapid format.
This will clearly suit Ding Liren, who had won
the crown of the world championin the first
place by defeating lan Nepomniachtchi last
year in the rapid tie-break.

Gukesh started the World Chess
Championship as the World No 5 in classical
with a rating of 2783. The classical format is
his forte. Meanwhile, the world champion
from China was World No 23 with a rating of

Gukesh and Ding Liren played out a seventh straight draw. Eng Chin An/Fide

2728 before game 1. But in the rapid format,
Gukesh has a rating of 2654 and a world
ranking of 45 while Ding, at 2776, is ranked
no 2 in the world.

“It seems that Ding has found his groove
and made his intention known. If Gukesh
wants to win this match, he has to take
chances to break the deadlock. Ding is happy
to chill his way into the rapid and blitz play-
offs,” remarked chess legend Susan Polgar
onX.

In Game 10, there was not really too much
to separate the two with Ding Liren break-
ing with his custom of playing a different sys-
temin his opening when playing with white
pieces. He went back to the London System
for the second time, after having tried it in
Game 6. As Ding had admitted after Game 9,
now all the opening phase tricks have largely
been used by both players in trying to catch
their opponent off guard.

In the history of the World Chess
Championship, the London System had
made an appearance just thrice. And it’s al-
ways been the man from China attempting it,
twice against Gukesh and once against Nepo
last year.

The draw did not seem to bother both
players too much. “I'm up for a game with
both colours. But a solid draw like this with
black pieces is a good result. The result is
okay, just means we have four more inter-

esting games to go,” a nonchalant Gukesh
said at the post-game press conference.

No margin for error

But the draw does mean that the match
is now reduced to a best-of-four games
match where the cost of even a misjudged
pawn push could be the difference between
the world seeing the coronation of the 18th
world champion, or Ding Liren continuing
his reign for a few more years.

“Obviously the cost of one game now is
higher than it was before. But my approach
and goal are still the same: play a good game
every time. If you think about it, it’s not that
different. Even if the cost of losing the first
game was not that high, I would not have
wanted to lose that game,” shrugged Gukesh.

“There’s not too much room for mistakes.
Now we have to be careful with every move.
Aloss will be a very bad situation,” admitted
Ding. The Chinese is yet to win a match at the
ongoing World Championship after winning
Game 1. Gukesh was the player who last tasted
victory at the World Chess Championship af-
ter levelling the match scores in Game 3.

Asked if they would now just wait for the
other player to make mistakes, Gukesh
replied: “Mistakes are happening in every
game. In general it’s hard in chess not to
make mistakes. We're just trying to outwit
each other at this point.”

Gout, sprint sensation from Australia,
must sidestep the ‘next Usain Bolt’ tag

NIHAL KOSHIE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER/

AWAY FROM the Australian summer of
cricket,a 16-year-old sprinter and viral sensa-
tion Gout Gout is making heads turn Down
Under. In the latest video with over three lakh
views, the Queensland-born teeanger of South
Sudanese heritage speeds away from his com-
petitors, slows down at the finish line yet wins
by a huge margin. He then canters, stops and
turns, raises his right arm with the index fin-
ger pointed skyward before bending down
and smashing a clenched fist into the track.

The theatrics were in response to the dis-
play onthe clock — 10.04 seconds. If not for the
illegal wind speed, Gout Gout would have en-
tered the record books as the fastest-ever youth
athlete in the 100 metres. Not one to be de-
terred, Gout wrapped up the day by winning
the finalin 10.17 seconds. He walked away with
the title of the fastest Under-18 Australian ever
and moved to sixth on the all-time list.

On Saturday, Gout did even better by
breaking Peter Norman’s 200 metre
Australian record of 20.06 seconds set at the
1968 Olympic Games. Gout made it a one-
horse race in the home stretch to clock 20.04.

This is not the first time Gout has hit the
headlines. Nor the only instance when com-
parisons with Usain Bolt have emerged. Since
the great Jamaican retired in 2017, many
young sprinters have been labelled the ‘next
Bolt'. After making waves as teeanagers, the
wheels have come off for young sprinters.

For Gout there is no escaping the early
stardom in sport-crazy Australia.

In August, Gout caught the world’s atten-
tion. At the Under-20 World Championships
inLima, he won a silver medal with a personal
best of 20.60 seconds. Bayanda Walaza, the
winner from South Africa, was two years his
senior. Gout joined the big league of Next-
Gen stars when Adidas signed him up after
Lima. His timing at the Peruvian capital im-
mediately raised his profile. He had bettered
Bolt’s gold-winning timing of 20.61 back in
2002. Bolt was 15 back then, Gout will turn
17 on December 29.

Lima was a stepping stone. A few months
later at the Queensland School
Championships, Gout went quicker (20.29s)
for a new Australian Under-20 record with
another Bolt-like finish, the rest of the field
not even in the frame as Gout dipped at the
finish line. There is a likeness in the running
styles of Bolt and Gout. Gout's tall, looks

Gout, 16, is of South Sudanese heritage
and was born in Queensland. Reuters

CLOCK SHOCK

20.04s

Gout's 200 metre gold winning
timing in the Australia Schools
Championship final. He broke the
national record of 20.06 set by Peter
Norman at the 1968 Mexico
Olympics. He is also the second
fastest on the Under-18 all-time list.

10.17s

Gout's gold winning timing in the
100 metre in the schools
Championship final — the fourth
fastest by an Under-18 athlete.

amazingly unhurried on track for a sprinter,
is a slow starter but has blazing speed in the
last 30 to 40 metres. He’s aware of the long
shadow of Bolt creeping up on him.

“I do see it (comparison with Bolt). My
stride length is pretty long, my knee heightis
pretty high and just the amount of tallness I
get when I'm running. I'm just me trying to
be me. Obviously, I do run like him (Bolt). I
do sometimes look like him, but obviously
I'm making a name for myself, and I think I've
done that pretty well. I just want to continue
doing that and continue to be not only Usain
Bolt but continue to be Gout Gout,” he told
the Sydney Morning Herald.

Early next year Gout will have the golden
opportunity to train alongside Noah Lyles, the
Olympic Champion in the 100 metres. Since
Bolt's retirement, Lyles has become the rock
star of men’s sprinting. Being in the same
training group as Lyles couldn’t have come at

a better time for the 16-year-old with lots to
learn. His coach Di Sheppard, accompanying
him to Florida, realises that Gout’s peak s far
away. “We know the jobis notdone yet... we
haven’t even reached the base camp of
Everest,” Sheppard told The Guardian.

Many false dawns

Not getting carried away by early tri-
umphs is an important lesson in a sport
where prodigious sprinters can plateau or
burnout. There’s Trayvon Bromell. At 18, he
ran a wind-aided 9.77 seconds at the NCAA
Big 12 Conference. Seen as the next spriting
sensation, Bromell now 29, has never won
an Olympic medal of any colour.

Japan’s Yoshihide Kiryu at 21 became the
first from his country toruna sub-10 second
100 metre race. Prior to this, he had equalled
the world junior record to raise hopes of the
emergence of an Asian superstar. At 28, Kiryu
has an Olympic silver and two World
Championships bronze — all in the men’s
4x100m relay. Even in Australia, there is the
cautionary tale of James Gallaugher, a boy-
wonder sprinter who peaked too early.
When he was 14 years old, Gallaugher from
New South Wales, clocked 21.73 seconds in
the 200 metres, faster than Bolt at the same
age. Gallaugher fizzled out at 16.

Erriyon Knighton, the 20-year-old who
missed out on a podium finish at the Paris
Olympics, is still seen as a legitimate succes-
sor to Bolt. He’s broken Bolt’s Under-18 and
Under-20 in the 200 metres, has a bronze and
asilver in successive World Championships.
But he’s yet to challenge Lyles at the big
events. Gout needs to look no further than
Bolt to realise that setting junior records or
being supremely talented does not guaran-
tee a podium finish at the Olympic Games.

On the High Performance Podcast, Bolt
talks about his reality check at the 2004
Athens Games, his first Olympics.

“Because of my talent I thought1was do-
ingwell... because Idid well in the Jamaican
trials. Then you get to the Olympics and meet
up all these guys who have been training all
year around and dedicated to their craft and
[ didn’t make it past the first round. For me
that was a little bit of a wake up call. That
showed how far behind I was,” Bolt said.

It took Bolt another three years to get his
act together. Gout is bound to experience set-
backs on the track. Whether he fades away,
like the many of the ‘next Bolts’ or sprints to
dazzling heights. Only time, split into one-
hundredths of a second, will tell.
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An overnight sensation, Harshit Rana is being touted as the next big thing in India’s fast bowling stable. But in his village on the
Delhi-Haryana border, his parents unpack his bigger quest — breaching the 150-kph barrier

Pratyush Raj

N THE living room of Harshit Rana’s
house in Northwest Delhi’s Ghevra
village are two trophies the fast
bowler won for bowling quick in the
IPL. “This one is my favourite,” his fa-
ther Pradeep points at a gold plaque
Harshit won for cranking 146 kphin the IPL fi-
nal against Sunrisers Hyderabad in Chennai.

He has set his son astiffer challenge. “I have
challenged him to bowl 150 kph. I have told
him I will consider you a player the day you
touch 150 kph,” says Pradeep.

Last month, he made a head-turning Test
debut against Australia in Perth, enacting the
perfect second fiddle to Jasprit Bumrahinone
of India’s most heroic victories abroad. He has
become an overnight sensation, with former
players and pundits touting him as the next
big thing in India’s fast bowling stable.

But the bigger quest continues — breach-
ing the 150-kph barrier. From the time he
picked a cricket ball for the first time in his life,
inhisadolescence, 150 was the magic number
that obsessed the father and son. Pradeep, a
former hammer thrower and weightlifter for
CRPF, laid a simple brief to his son: “If you bowl
150 kph, no one will stop you from playing for
India but if you will bowl 125 kph, even a lo-
cal club will not select you”.

Everything was channelled towards
achieving the golden number — the back-
breaking practice, the streak of ruthlessness
and badtameezi that are his biggest weapons,
according to coach Sharavan Kumar, the snarls
and stares at batsmen, the flying kisses at
them, and an unbreakable spirit that made
him wade through the dark days of injuries
and flimsy prophecies. “Badtameez hai (he is
ill-mannered). He is aggressive but in Harshit’s
case heis ultra,” laughs the 72-year-old coach,
who had coached former India quick Ishant
Sharma. “That is his strength. He has played
all his cricket with that attitude and it has
helped him reach this level,” he adds.

After his exploits in the IPL, Harshit told
this newspaper he won’t curb his aggression.
“Ihave always played my cricket like this.[am
afun-loving guy off the field but on the cricket
pitch,Iam not there to make friends, | want to
win,” he said.

In essence, he carries a slice of Ghevra’s
nonchalance to the cricket field. The village,
like its neighbourhood that wiggles across the
Haryana-Delhi border, is more Haryana than
Delhiin sensibilities. Just 12 km down the road
is Najafgarh, which produced Virender
Sehwag, one of the country’s greatest bats-
men. An hour takes you to the SAI Centre in
Sonepat, where the finest athletes train for the
Olympics. The obscure diversions along the
sprawling highway take you to the homes of
the country’s finest wrestlers and boxers.

Yet, for a part of the country that accounts
for a three-fourth of Olympic medals, it has
designed few true fast bowlers. Most of the
cricketers from Delhi have been either bats-
men or medium pacers. The one genuine
quick, Ishant Sharma, was from South Patel
Nagar. Haryana churned arguably the great-
est cricketer of the country, Kapil Dev, but he
was not exactly a tearaway. There, thus, has
been no one like Harshit to have worn the Test
stripes, one who is all bark and bite, all pace
and rage.

You would imagine speedsters like him
popping from every corner of this pocket, all
badtameezi and jigar (pluck), with the shoul-
ders of Hercules and the will of Atlas. But sur-
prisingly, they have not. In that sense, Harshit’s
emergence has a wider potential, in turning
the Olympics conveyor belt into a fast-bowl-
ing hub. Young men fired to nudge 150 kph.
Like youngsters from Ranchi donning the
gloves, growing long hair and blasting the ball
over the cow cordon after their talisman
MS Dhoni.

Pradeep proudly points to the entrance
gate of his village, dedicated to Ghevra’s brave-
hearts, flying officer Sajjan Singh Rana and pi-
lot Jagmahendra Singh Rana. Right at the cor-
ner of the entrance, there is a40 ft-tall tricolour
and Pradeep proudly says, “My son plays for
this flag.”

In the one-and-a-half kmjourney from the
entrance to the Rana household, Pradeep had
to stop his Scooty at least a dozen times to
greet well-wishers of his son. The elders,
Pradeep’s friends or the kids playing in the
dusty lanes have discovered a new hero in
Harshit. A 13-year-old Atul, who was putting
his kitbag in his father’s car, shouted at
Pradeep: “Harshit bhaiyya ko bolna Perth mey
swaad aa gaya (Tell Harshit, he was excep-
tionalin Perth).” The way Pradeepis addressed
has changed, too. He is now “Harshit’s father”.

At his house, his wife Gita opens the door
and screamsin joy: “Ukhaad di gilli(He has got
his first wicket). Harshit had bagged his first
wicket against the Prime Minister’s XI. By the

PRATYUSHRAJ

time Pradeep settled down on the big sofa in
his living room, Gita stepped out dancing “Ek
aur wicket (one more wicket).” A few mo-
ments later, she shouted again, “Teesri bhi
(third wicket as well).” Harshit ended with one
more. “Aqj toh kamal hi kar diya chor ne (He
has bowled exceptionally well today),” says
Gita. She is upset that his son was taken out
from the attack for he would have picked five.
Pradeep consoles her: “Arey abhi chaar match
baaki hai (There are still four matches to go).”

Pradeep, though, mutters, referring to his
first four overs that leaked 34 runs: “Engine

THE GOLDEN TICKET

garam hone mey time laggaya (It took him time
to get going).”

Adoting mother, Gita shows a photograph
of Harshit, when he was two years old. “Ye
mera bachcha, isne humara sapna pura kiya
India khel kar (My child has fulfilled our
dream),” she says, wiping her tears.

Then shifting her gaze to Pradeep, she de-
scribes him as a “haanikarak baapu”, a refer-
ence from the Aamir Khan-starrer Dangal, the

Inside a 150-kph dream

FAST
LANE

India’s prolonged
hunt for out-and-
out quick bowlers
has been
somewhat fulfilled
over the last
decade. Several
pacers have burst
through the ranks
and breached the
150-kph mark. A
look atIndia’s
Club 150:

UMRAN MALIK

157 kph

(2022)

MAYANK YADAV

156.7 kph

(2024)

MOHAMMED
SHAMI

193.3 kph

(2014)

JASPRIT
BUMRAH

133.26 kph

(2018)

KARTIKTYAGI

153 kph

(2023)

NAVDEEP SAINI

152.85 kph

(2019)

AVESH KHAN

151.8 kph

(2018)

MOHSIN KHAN

151 kph

(2022)

PRASIDH
KRISHNA

130.22

(2019)

story of a taskmaster father moulding his
daughters to champions. “He was living his
dream through my son. He was a taskmaster.
Harshit used to cry every night. I tried to stop
him so many times that it was not the right
way to treata kid. He used to say, ‘Itis not easy
to become a sportsperson. He is the one who
told me that he wants to play cricket. Itis sweat
and blood and if he wants to quit, he can’. But
Harshit never gave up,” she says.

Pradeep started training Harshit when he
was 10. For the next eight years, they would
leave home at 5 am and return by 9 pm.
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(Clockwise from top) Harshit Rana; his father Pradeep Rana during his playing days; the entrance gate of Ghevra village, which was built by Harshit’s father in 2023; parents Pradeep and Gita

“There is a drain nearby and on the bank of i,
Harshit used to run,” Pradeep recollects.

He breaks down the training. “After an
hour of running, | would take him to a ground,
which was closer to the house. He would bowl
120 balls on the trot. I would drop him to his
school, Ganga International. In the afternoon,
[ used to drive him to Rohtak Road Cricket
Academy in Ramjas Sports Complex in West
Patel Nagar, where he was training under
Shravan Kumar. At 6.30 pm, when he was
done with the training, he used to run five to
seven laps on the ground. By 7.30 pm, we used
to leave the ground,” he says.

Gita brings out a few medical reports of
Harshit. She then recollects an incident when
they took a 15-year-old to a hakim near the
Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium. “We were taking
him everywhere. He told my husband, ‘Your
son can never become an athlete’. Harshit's
father fumed in anger,” she adds.

Pradeep narrates Harshit’s ordeal, “It be-
gan with a pain in his joints in the lower back
to the knee in 2016. We took him to the Sports
Injury Centre in Safdarjung. They told me to
not train him. One day after returning home
from the academy, he collapsed on the stairs.
For two days, he couldn’t move his legs or go
to theloo on his own. He would say ‘Papa, yeh
zindagi bhi koi zindagi hai. Isse acha hota ki main
marjaata(Whatkind of life is this? It is better
todie thanlive like this).” He adds, Thereisan
ayurveda hospital in Khera Dabar, Najafgarh.
[took him there. He was admitted for 20 days.
Acouple of weeks later, the pain recurred and
he spent another week at the hospital.”

In a year, he not only regained his fitness
but also played for Delhi U-19 the next year
and was picked for Ranji Trophy campin 2019.
“From the time I saw him bowling at Kotla
nets, I told Awana (Parvinder) that he can eas-
ily play 70-80 Tests for India,” says Narinder
Negi, who was Delhi U-19’s coach back then.

But in 2020, Harshit suffered a stress frac-
ture in his lower back. “It was just before
Covid. During the lockdown, he was doing
gym sessions at home and it kind of escalated
his injury. In September 2020, we went to
Dr Saif in Gurugram. After the MR, he told us
Harshit has broken his back. In the MRI, one
can clearly see it. He was bedridden for six
months,” says Pradeep.

The tryst with injuries recurred. A ham-
string injury saw him miss the entire 2023-
24 Ranji Trophy season. It was a wake-up call
to get as fit as possible. From November 2023
to the start of the IPL 2024 in March, he shed
17 kg. The rest is well-chronicled.

After the IPL final, Pradeep met KKR
owner Shah Rukh Khan, who told him “Ladka
jawan ho gaya hai Ranaji, ab meri tarah flying
kisses de raha hai (your boy has become a
man now, he is giving flying kisses like me).”
He was referring to Harshit’s signature
wicket-taking celebration. A few days before
that Shah Rukh had promised Harshit that
they would celebrate together after winning
the IPL trophy.

“After I got banned for one match, I was
very sad and then Shah Rukh sir came to me
and said ‘don’t take any unnecessary tension,
we will celebrate the IPL with a flying kiss’. He
promised me and made sure that we did that
with the trophy and our team,” Harshit
had said.

Coach Gautam Gambhir, though, imme-
diately put this win in perspective. “Gambhir
told him, ‘Look Harshit, you have done well,
congratulations. Enjoy this, but I want to tell
you one thing, the joy you will get while rep-
resenting your country will be bigger than this.
The joy of representing 140 crore people is out
of this world. So double up your training’,”
says Pradeep.

He did, and in Perth he blew a few more
flying kisses. The wicket that s still playing in
Pradeep’s mind is the pearler that dismissed
the counterpunching Travis Head in the first
innings. The ball pitched on the middle and
off-stump before moving a shade to to hit the
top of Head’s off-stump. “Probably the best
ball he has bowled his whole life,” says
Pradeep, with a beaming smile.

The spell reminded the coach of Ishant’s
bowling at WACA in 2008. “It took me to 2008,
when Ishant bowled that exceptional spell at
WACA((the old stadiumin Perth).Ishant went
on to play 105 Tests. I want Harshit to achieve
that feat as well,” says Kumar.

Meanwhile, the Ranas are busy preparing
for their first overseas trip. “We will go to
Melbourne on December 20. We wanted to
go for the Adelaide Test but since there was no
direct flight, Harshit told us to come for the
Melbourne Test,” he says.

There, on the grandest stage, the Boxing
Day Test at the MCG, in front of his parents,
will Harshit keep his date with the
150-kph scorcher?
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'Once we create stories, a certain escape for
those couple of hours, audiences will come back

JIMMY SHERGILL, TAMANNAAH BHATIA and AVINASH TIWARY talk about the ‘hustle’ of entering the industry as outsiders,
meeting superstars like Amitabh Bachchan and Shah Rukh Khan and working with Neeraj Pandey on their new film Sikandar Ka Muqgaddar.
The conversation was moderated by JYOTI SHARMA BAWA, Entertainment and Lifestyle Editor, Indian Express Digital

Jyoti Sharma Bawa: What was it like to
work with Neeraj Pandey in Sikandar Ka
Mugqaddar, which is now on Netflix?

Avinash Tiwary: His is one of the most
organised sets that I've been part of. He’s so
meticulous and has such clarity. This was also
one of the shortest shoots that I've done... it
took just 20-25 days.

Jimmy Shergill: He’s very organised
even if he’s shooting a scene that is chaotic.
That's what Neeraj is all about.

Tamannaah Bhatia: 1 don’t see this level
of efficiency everywhere. Working with him
reminds you of how important it is to actu-
ally prep. You have plan A, you have plan B
and you have plan C! And it’s not just him.
It's also about the team. Everyone is in sync.
It's such great teamwork at play, almost like
a beautiful dance.

One thing that binds all three of you —
you are all outsiders who came to Hindi
cinema in three different decades. What
was the struggle for each of you?

Jimmy Shergill: I thinkit's called hustle
now. It was called struggle in our times. So
the hustle is on. When I first met Gulzar sir, I
thought he would hire me as his Assistant
Director on Maachis, but he had other plans.
He asked me, which part do you think is the
bestamong these three roles? I said all three
of them are great. He said, ‘But, if you have to
pick one, who will that be?’ It was like a
dream to be seated before a legendary direc-
tor and being able to choose a character. |
said, ‘Given an option, I will choose Jaimal
Singh.’ He asked, ‘Why?’ I said, ‘His name is
Jimmy and so is my pet name. Until now,
Gulzar saab knew me as Jasjeet Shergill. He
said, ‘Oh, okay, do me a favour, grow your
beard and hair because you are doing that
role.’ [ almost fell off the chair. That is how it
all started.

Tamannaah Bhatia: For me, I just knew
atavery young age that I wanted to become
an actor. I took every opportunity that came
my way. My first break gave me inroads into
south-Indian cinema; it was an ad film. I shot
that during my preliminary board examina-
tions. That's when I also understood how
much I actually care about this. I would shoot
the whole day then study at night, then go
give my examinations, then again shoot the
next day. This went on for three days... My
first successful film was in Telugu — Happy
Days. And it truly did bring happy days into
my life. But the biggest learning was lan-
guages. Now I speak Tamil and Telugu. And
yeah, I got an understanding of a different
culture because I came from Mumbai. My
real hustle started when I felt have had com-
mercial success, but I'm hungry as an actor
and [ want more opportunities to perform
different characters. Down the line, Baahubali
happened. It was a game changer, it also
broadened my perspective. Post Baahubali,
the entire journey has been to reinvent my-
self. And now I am ata phase where I feel like
a newcomer once again, bringing a film to
audiences who haven’t seen me in this light.

Avinash Tiwary: I did a couple of years
of theatre. I decided to train with Barry John
in Delhi before going to the New York Film
Academy, train there, came back and thought
there would be a red carpet lying for me.
From there on the so-called hustle started. I
did a couple of shows on DD National be-
cause I thought that would be a great way to
sustain myself. The only thing that I wanted
to do was to get that one film. But 15 years is
what it took to finally say I'm the protagonist
of a film (Laila Majnu). But on the third day,
the posters were taken down and I just did-
n’t know where to go with it. But thankfully,
I've been built to just keep going on. And 'm
here sitting with you, having Madgaon
Express at the start of this year and the re-re-
lease of Laila Majnu. 1 feel happy as an artiste,
but the hustle is nonstop.

Do the job,
and show
that you can
bring
something to
the table.
That’s when
the game
changes.
Then, you
can actually
make a
bigger
change in
the larger
ecosystem

Tamannaah
Bhatia
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(From left) Avinash Tiwary, Tamannaah Bhatia and Jimmy Shergill at the Screen Live event in Mumbai

Tamannaah, as awoman, do you think
an actress today has decision-making
powers? Have we evolved to that level
across industries?

Tamannaah Bhatia: I feel we need to
stop addressing ourselves as women, be-
cause I think we’re just people. If we can’t
look at ourselves as equals, nobody else is go-
ing to. I look at myself as a person who can
do many different things. Our professionis a
collective art form. It’s so many people’s cre-
ative ideas that need to find a confluence.
Thereis a hierarchy toit. The problem with it
is that most women think that they can’t ask
for what they want. We’ve all been trained
to think like that. But that’s not the case. If
you take that thought out of your mind and
really do your job, I don’t see why anybody
would not want you in.Iwould rather be like,
do the job, be productive and just show that
you can bring something to the table. And
that’s when the game changes. Then people
invest in you and things move forward. You
can actually make a bigger change in the
larger ecosystem.

Avinash, you talked about Laila Majnu.
The film didn’t work despite critical
acclaim initially but found a lot of love
upon its re-release. Going forward, is
there a need for arenaissance, of a
rethinking of, what cinema has tobe in
today’s day and age?

Avinash Tiwary: Cinema has been a
form of entertainment for sure. What has
changed is the many other experiences that
are available for entertainment. And the in-
dustry is trying to figure that out. There was
a point where there was theatre, then there
were films, and then television happened.
And you felt that when DVDs and VCDs came
out, this would shake the entire ecosystem.
And now it’s social media. I think those reels
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have become so addictive. As an audience
myself, | don’t know what I want to watch. I
have so many options. Now you somehow
create a buzz and that’s what translates into
films. But I think over a period of time, this
would settle down. There are very smart
people in the Hindi film industry. And I'm
sure this would be looked at. Once we get
back to the core of storytelling, create stories,

Why watching horror
films is cathartic

American director Chuck Russell on returning to the |
horror genre and the possibility of setting a part of his

next project in India

Alaka Sahani

AS CHUCK Russell returns to the cinematic
world of scare, scream and jump-cuts to
helm the reimagining of the 1986-movie
Witchboard, the American director says,
“Horror is big again because we are dealing
with all kinds of tension. When there is po-
litical, social or economic tension, watching
horror becomes cathartic.”

Russell made his debut with 1987’s A
Nightmare on Elm Street 3: Dream Warriors,
followed by The Blob (1988), a gory remake of
a 1950s B-movie by the same name. He was
at the recent 55th International Film Festival

of India, Goa, to hold a masterclass about

genre movies.
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create a world, create a certain escape for
those couple of hours, the audiences will
come back. We have started seeing that.
With alot of fresh blood coming into the in-
dustry, we are all ready to have the audiences
back and have our cinemas glowing and
thriving as they did.

Jimmy, the first time you met your
Mohabbatein co-stars — Shah Rukh
Khan and Amitabh Bachchan — what
was the 20-something Jimmy thinking?

Jimmy Shergill: | wondered, what did I
dotodeserve tobe here? I feel sad that1did-
n’t take a photo with either of them. I still re-
member meeting Mr Bachchan for the first
time in Yash (Chopra) Uncle’s house. There
was a havan and we were all there. A few
days before that, I had a fall and cut my hand
badly. I had some 55 stitches and a bandage
all the way up. Adi introduced me to Mr
Bachchan and said that I was playing Karan
(in the film). Bachchan’s reply was that, ‘He’s
amethod actor. He’s taking his role too seri-
ously’. As for Shah Rukh Khan, at every stage,
he was so helpful in every scene. That's why
[ say, even before I came into the industry,
Shah Rukh Khan was an inspiration and now
that 'm in the industry, even after all these
years, he continues to be one.

What is SS Rajamouli’s secret sauce?

Tamannaah Bhatia: He’s a visionary,
and he’s super brave and is willing to take
risks. He doesn’t hold back when he’s trying
to dream. He thinks big. Even when he made
a film about a fly, he made the fly the hero. I
feel the ones who dream big always find a
way to make things happen.

Avinash, what is your advice to your
20-something self, who is leaving
engineering and heading to the US to
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Ewven before
I came into

the industry,

Shah Rukh
Khan

was an
inspiration
and now
that P'min
the industry,
even dfter
all these
years, he
continues to
inspire
us all
Jimmy

Shergill

Though the 66-year-old filmmaker found
his initial success with horror movies, his
breakthrough came with the success of The
Mask (1994), featuring Jim Carrey and
Cameron Diaz. He bagged an Academy
Award nomination for Best Visual Effects for
the film.In 2019, he directed Junglee, a Hindi-
language, action-adventure film, set in India.
And in 2022, he directed Paradise City, fea-
turing John Travolta and Bruce Willis.

With Witchboard, scheduled to release
next year, Russell wanted to direct “one last
horror film”. “In Witchboard, 1go further into
nightmares, dreams, danger and imagina-

tion. The device that features in this film —
an ancient pendulum board — is something
[ was fascinated with for years. It predates
the ouija board (whichis used in the original
Witchboard movie, directed by Kevin
Tenney),” says Russell.

For him, horror films are a way of making
the audience face their worst fears. “They re-
late to the protagonists and imagine what
they might do when they face their ultimate

FEARNOEVIL
(From Left) A still from The Mask; Chuck Russell; a still from Junglee

evil. Therefore, we try to scare the hell out of
the audience and take them on a journey. [
like to find the hero in every man, who can
rise up in the face of great evil. In a theatre, we
sit next to each other in the dark space,
watching something horrificand screaming
at the exact same moment. It is like we are
sharing a nightmare. That's an amazing hu-
man experience and releases endorphins
when you survive that fear,” he says.

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

In early '90s, Russell chose to move away
from making horror movies and thought of
universal themes. This made him lean to-
wards comedy. Coincidentally, Carrey’s star-
power and popularity was on the rise. “Jim
was the perfect lead for The Mask. It was ini-
tially meant to be a horror film but I thought
we've got to make a comedy,” he says.

According to Russell, the success of acom-
edy or a horror film depends on the set-up,

Audience Questions

The title of the film is Sikandar
Ka Muqaddar. What is your
message to people who perceive
failure as a negative thing?

Jimmy Shergill: In a famous
book called Success Is Never Ending,
Failure Is Never Final says if you fail
once, keep trying till you succeed.
Read that book.

Tamannaah, what is your take
on sustainability in diamond
jewellery?

Tamannaah Bhatia: 1don't
know if you know this, but my fa-
theris a jeweller. So, for me, a
stone is never really about the
caratage. When I look at a stone as
ajeweller, it has to speak to me. |
am ready to pay a price foritand
I'm ready to own it and also make
a memory out of it because jew-
ellery has a kind of heirloom
essence in my life. I should be able
to pass this on. So, | appreciate this
fact about its sustainability.

Tamannaah, what’s that one
suggestion you will give to the
young generation?

Tamannaah Bhatia:
Kaamchori mat karo (Don’t shirk
work). That’s been my mantra. In
any pursuit, it could be creative or
even if you just want to make
money, if that’s your passion — go
all the way. For this generation, the
gratification in every way has to be
instant. But are you ready for that?
Most of us aren’t ready for the
amazing things that are yet to hap-
pen to us, because if they do, that
would probably destroy us com-
pletely. So first, we need to level
up. And once you level up, amaz-
ing things start happening to you.
So, wait a bit for it.

study acting?

Avinash Tiwary: I'm waiting for him to
give me advice! Very honestly, he was
smarter than I am! But one thing that I tell
younger people is that social validation is
warped. So don’t look for it.

How was the first day on the sets of Yudh
and working with Mr Bachchan?

Avinash Tiwary: This was almost 10
years ago. The first time we met it was foran
action sequence. I had never done one in my
life. I was strung on this rope and I had to
jump and fall, he kicks me, I jump, he
punches me, I duck and I hit him on his back.
But, unfortunately, | ended up hitting him on
his head. The heart attack I had! On the set, I
remember there was pin-drop silence. In my
nervousness, I turned around and said, ‘Sir,
do you mind if we do a rehearsal?’ He said,
‘But we’ll do it very slowly’. Then he came
back to me and said, ‘Listen, action s like cho-
reography. Dance, just dance.’ [ swear to God
[ was so nervous. [ was almost about to say,
‘Sir, but there is no music’. But I did not. I
saved some grace, so yeah, I was awed by
him. There were so many times that he
would just turn back and look at me and |
was like, ‘Agneepath!’ It's one of my favourite
memories. | had a seven-minute monologue
in the film, and he came and hugged me and
made the entire crew clap for me. As ayoung
actor, someone like him giving that love and
encouragement is something that I will value
all my life.

suspense and relief. “While watching a com-
edy film, we want to laugh and in the case of
a horror movie, we want to scream. For a
filmmaker, that is the most satisfying thing
because you can hear how you are doing,”
says Russell, unperturbed by the whirring of
the coffee machine in the background when
we meet at a Goan cafe.

Russell's next, a futuristic film, is set in
three different countries and India could be
one of them. “My mother was a travel agent,
who loved India. I was raised with stone carv-
ings and images of gods and devils around
me. ] have read more mythology than comic
books, including the Ramayana and parts of
the Mahabharata. So when I got to direct
Junglee, which s primarily an anti-poaching
story, | immediately came on board.”

The connection that Russell shares with
Indian cinema, however, dates back to The
Mask. In one of the popular scenes from the
film, Carrey sings and dances in Cuban style
when surrounded by police officers.
Eventually, the cops too start grooving with
him. “In Indian cinema, the actors have the
courage to break into a dance or a song sud-
denly. When Jim forces the police officers to
dance, itis very Bollywood-like. The way they
dance in Indian films without any excuses,
simply because the audience like it,” he says.
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The Gavel’s Echo

Revolutionaries on Trial

reshapes how we look

back at the Lahore Conspiracy Case

Akhil P] Pradeep

APARNA VAIDIK'S Revolutionaries on Trial:
Sedition, Betrayal and Martyrdom gives us
a nuanced understanding of the colonial
judiciary, its functions and faultlines
through a vividly analytical narration of
the Lahore Conspiracy Case Trial, which
resulted in the hanging of India’s revolu-
tionary icons: Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev
and Rajguru.

The book delves into great depth about
how the British colonial administration
used an efficient judiciary to get away
with colonial violence, inflicted to main-
tain an impression of social order. It also
narrates in great detail how the Hindustan
Socialist Republican Association (HSRA)
used the trial for revolutionary propa-
ganda, laying bare the farcical nature and
colonial intentions of the British
Indian judiciary.

The book begins with a narration of
the events — the HSRA avenging the death
of Lala Lajpat Rai by shooting Saunders,
and the Delhi Assembly bombing to
“make the deaf hear” — and how the sub-
sequent investigation and arrests led to
the trial of the revolutionaries.

Vaidik analyses the colonial judiciary's
psyche, particularly its fear, with surgical
precision: its need to present itself as the
civilised and benevolent lawgiver at home
and most notably its use of judicial pro-
ceedings to conceal the violent nature of
the colonial state and make the violence
legal. The British colonial government's
use of arbitrary terms like sedition, con-
spiracy and violence, and its definition of
sedition as “political disaffection,” gives
us clarity about the administra-
tion's self-image as the “treas-
ured ruler”, as well as its
prejudices against its distant
colonial subjects.

While we remember Bhagat
Singh and his comrades as stel-
laricons of India’s revolutionary
past, we often forget how that
image came into existence.
From being considered violent e & ==
fringe elements of the national o
liberation struggle to being
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Bhagat Singh

ratives of the same events. Such a
Rashomon effect hints at the importance
of listening to the multiple voices while
recording convoluted histories.

The book also analyses martyrdom
and its impact on a colonial society. While
the revolutionaries find it their chance to
make a covenant with death and immor-
talise their memory, they also explain it
as the final step of revolutionary propa-
ganda. An act of self-sacrifice to not just
prove their commitment to their ideals
but also to push the ideology deeper into
the society to bring more youth onto
their paths.

From being obsessed with the lives of
the HSRA revolutionaries in prison to ne-
glecting their fight against a colonial su-
perpower, Indian media and
the public have come a long
way since the 1920s and '30s.
Like a post-1991 world that
relegated leftist revolutions
worldwide to be mere refer-
| ence points in history, India's
view of its past also consid-
ers its revolutionary history
as outbursts of nationalist
fervour. This contrasts the
ideals of pacifism that have
found permanence inIndia's

3
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hailed as the country's biggest SEYFCI)?%EJ ONARIES political culture — at least
heroes, the transformation was in theory.

neither by chance nor sudden. 3X$I;QRNA A student of history tak-
The revolutionaries, as Vaidik ing a deep dive into the
shows us, had a clear plan to Aleph Lahore Conspiracy Case Trial
weaponise the trial as revolu- 480 pages might look for a question
tionary propaganda, making 999 that the book has not dealt

sure the trial was delayed and
had the dramatic effect needed to capture
the attention of contemporary media. By
constantly disrupting court proceedings
and conducting hunger strikes in jail, they
effectively brought about the farcical na-
ture of the colonial courts as well as its ca-
pacity to perpetrate violence onits Indian
subjects — even at the cost of HSRA mem-
ber and revolutionary Jatin Das’s life.
Another focal point of the book is the
chaotic histories of renegades. Often
pushed to the sidelines of nationalist his-
toriography as defectors or traitors, the
many narratives that the “King's wit-
nesses” bring with them often have a dis-
tortive effect. From casting a shadow on
martyrs like Sukhdev to doubting the rev-
olutionary vigour of the much-hailed fig-
ures, the renegades bring us different nar-

with. How decolonised has
our judiciary been? While the recent
criminal justice overhaul was celebrated
by the government as an attempt to de-
colonise our legal system, how do we still
deal with hotter topics such as sedition
and the situation of undertrial prisoners?
Attempting to reflect our pasts on the
present, the lives of HSRA revolutionaries
in prison also shed light at how activists
inmodern India are being treated. From a
Parkinson's patient who was denied a
straw to a prisoner with 90 per cent dis-
ability being denied bail to attend his
mother’s funeral, the hints lie in plain
sight. The shadow of Das’s 1929 death as
an undertrial prisoner still hangs over our
judiciary, hoping for actual measures to
deep-clean our system, to fast-forward an
ongoing but slow process.

A Good

Innings

Aditya Iyer’s book is a loving account of his
journey through Indian cities that hosted

the 2023 Cricket World Cup matches

Sandip G

THE MOST enduring literary works establish
an emotional bond with the readers, when
characters and images swirl in the reader’s
mind and begin an imaginary discourse with
them. The author becomes a medium that
connects different universes: the ones he had
conceived and the ones he has enabled the
reader to conceive. Journalist
Aditya lyer’s Gully Gully, a mas-
terfully constructed cricket trav-
elogue, strikes this rare emo-
tional connection.

It’s the writer’s reflections
and impressions of the nine
Indian cities that hosted the 2023
World Cup. The protagonists are
these cities, each with its own
flavour, sensibility, tragic flaw
and pace. Even the way these

moves smoothly from the genial face of
Liyagath, the author’s taxi-driver in Chennai,
to the city’s unconditional love for MS Dhoni;
from Lucknow’s tragic cricketer Ravikant
Shukla to the fabled tehzeeb of the city; from
the narrow trails leading to Dharamshala to
the splendour of Triund sunshine, the popu-
lar trekking spot where when the “sun gets
warmer, the snow begins to sizzle into puffs
of vapour.”

Much of the skill in narrative
writing lies in the strategic
arrangement of facts and anec-
dotes. In that sense, this is one
book in many, layer after layer
weaved together to form en-
grossing prose. It’s a World Cup
diary, a pure sporting tale of tri-
umphs and tragedies, exposing
the invisible thread that binds
the Wallajah Road and the
Gostho Paul Sarani, the tributary

cities perceive and appreciate the that connects Sabarmati
game is different. The book fol- GULLYGULLY and Gomati.

lows the matches’ chronology, BY ADITYAIYER It's also a subtle sociopoliti-
from the first in Chennai on the ~ Penguin House cal commentary of modern
southern coast to Ahmedabad 329 pages India, where even allotting
near the western frontier, cutting 3499 World Cup games has political
through the sprawling Deccan undertones. He presents the
and the Gangetic plains to the caseofMohalinotgettingasingle game be-

Himalayan foothills.

Iyer introduces us to the cities through
the words of residents — surgically conscious
to not turn judgemental — and blends seam-
lessly into describing the matches. Here lies
his true craft: the storytelling does not break
flow even if it shifts from the gully (the
streets) to the gully (the fielding position). It

cause Punjab voted AAP to the 2022
Assembly elections, of the most ubiquitous
celebrity in Dharamsala, the politician
Anurag Thakur, or his own inordinate fear
when a taxi driven by a Muslim driver
banged into the rear of one driven by a
Hindu that it would acquire a communal
hue. The driver says: “This is not your Delhi

EYE, THE SUNDAY EXPRESS MAGAZINE

Kaushik Das Gupta

T THE outset in The Identity

Project: The Unmaking of a

Democracy, Rahul Bhatia in-

troduces the reader to an im-

mensely affable uncle, who,
almost inexplicably, begins to spout venom
in 2014. Among many of the writer’s rela-
tives and acquaintances, anger, evidently
suppressed for decades, seemed to find vit-
riolic expression. Arguments, says Bhatia,
would time-travel till they settled on the
most suitable villain, the Muslim. Bhatia's
impulse for carrying out the research which
has led to this rich study was, therefore,
deeply intimate. Many of the characters in
The Identity Project bear affinities with a sec-
tion of his loved ones “who had begun to go
mad” a decade ago.

This quest is likely to strike a chord with
several readers — this reviewer included —
who have had to mute family or school
WhatsApp groups or even exit them, unable
to stand the poison unleashed against mi-
norities. Family ties have been soured in this
othering project.

The Identity Project blends history and
ethnography to lay out contemporary India’s
poignant story. Democracy is being unmade,
Bhatia shows, as people’s acrimony and the
state’s discriminatory programmes feed off
eachother. It’s a story of citizenship laws, iden-
tification cards, neighbours turning against

DEEP ROOTS
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh workers march in Jaipur on Vijaydashami this year

The Making of Identities

Rahul Bhatia’s The Identity Project blends history and ethnography

each other, and the interminable wait of riot
victims for justice, amid a system that shows
little enthusiasm to nab the guilty. It’s a search
for the roots of the acrimony as well as a lay-
ered detailing of its contemporary expression.
Bhatia connects the dots between the activi-
ties of the Arya Samaj, speeches of RSS and
HinduMahasabha leaders like KB
Hedgewar and BS Moonje and the
trauma of Partition violence with
donation drives and campaigns
for the demolition of the Babri
Masjid and what goes on in
shakhas today.

Most of these stories are well-
known and, at times, The Identity
Project might even seem like
speaking to the converted. But
Bhatia’s honesty and his keen-
ness to understand the authors

to lay out contemporary India’s poignant story

inary line” being drawn between him and
the other children.

R's account is an interesting exposition of
shakha manners. “His elders answered his
questions patiently and he now marvelled at
how much they accommodated his questions,
but also remembered that their replies did not

satisfy their curiosity”. Though for
R, the “answers withered under
sustained questioning” it’s not dif-
ficult to imagine that a less de-
manding interlocutor would have
been impressed by the patience
of the shakha members. When a
13-or 14 -year-old R opposed his
shakhaleader’sdemand for dona-
tions toaRam temple, suggesting
instead a library as a more fitting
| tribute to the deity, the organisa-
tion did not treat him as a rebel.

of this project in their multifari- THE IDENTITY They began a funding drive for the
ous aspects shines through the PROJECT library. After all, the RSS too laid
book, often leading thereaderto  BY RAHUL great emphasis on information.
stereotype-defying characters. BHATIA R's description of the Sangh'’s in-
The former RSS volunteer, R, for ~Westland doctrination and operational ap-
instance. Notateenagerwhenhe 464 pages paratus, its neural network — “it
joined the organisation,R’sdeci- ¥899 carries enough reason for 99.9 per

sion was a rebellion of sorts

against a leftist father who saw nothing re-
deemable in the RSS. In the organisation, he
asked questions — uncomfortable ones
about brutal military campaigns by Hindu
and Buddhist rulers, destruction of Vaishnav
temples by Chola emperors, the pillaging by
the Maratha warriors - and found an “imag-
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LOVE OF THE GAME

Fans outside Narendra Modi stadium ahead of the match between
India and Australia in Ahmedabad

The way each Indian city
perceives cricket is different
— each appreciating a
unique flavour and pace

or Bombay, sir. This is Tamil Nadu and our
politicians might constantly stir other stu-
pid things, but they don’t do the Hindu-
Muslim-Christian division here.” The line
strikes a chord instantly, in a country that
is getting progressively polarised.
Characters like him flicker in and out of
the book, rendering it with an everyman
voice that gives us a peep into the spectac-
ular diversity of this country. He balances it

with academic voices like Chinmay Tumbe
as well as the sporting gravitas of former
India captain Sourav Ganguly at his chatty
best. His anecdotes — especially during the
unfolding of the Eden Gardens heist of 2001,
one involving his mother-in-law — whips
up nostalgia. Some of the country’s less-
feted cricketers like Kedar Jadhav, Rishi
Dhawan and Ravikant Shukla reveal
the struggles they endured in their
cricketing journey.

At the heart of the work is a narrative
voice thrilled by the simple, everyday pleas-
ures of being in the presence of an endlessly
fascinating game, its fallible and heroic
practitioners and the streets and cities that
make them. So much so that the game and
its heroes, the cities and its quirks, the
streets and the men, swirl in the reader’s
mind and begin an imaginary dialogue with
them, transforming sportswriting into lit-
erature that is both serious and delightful.

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

cent of the population, even
though when someone challenges the limits
of their knowledge, the whole thing comes
apart” —is telling.

Also revealing is the account of another
former member, Partha Banerjee, who had
left the RSS “far behind,” and yet continues
to think of it. Once outside the organisation,

HILD PSYCHOLOGIST Haim
‘ Ginott, in his Between Parent and
Child, remarked that “children
are like wet cement. Whatever falls on
them makes an impression.” But what
does society teach us about being hu-
man? What does it mean to be normal?
Sandhya Mary’s Maria, Just Maria,
translated from the Malayalam by
Jayasree Kalathil, explores these ques-
tions. The beautiful cover illustration by
Nupur Panemangalore broadened my
imagination, associating the story with
wet earthy floors, soft cotton
and soggy banana leaves.
The story begins in a
mental hospital where
Mariais recovering from the
weight of being labelled
“mad”. Having grown up in
a Syrian Christian family in
Kerala, raised by her grand-
parents and living a life
“without structure or disci-
pline,” Maria’s journey of
self-discovery  unfolds

harsh life of isolation. Bullied
by her siblings and ignored by her par-
ents, she questions her place in a world
that constantly imposes on her its defi-
nitions of normality. In its non-linear
narrative, the story reflects Maria’s frag-
mented thoughts. The novel makes the
reader pause before judging someone's
right or wrong. Maria dwells on grief,
success and the cause of her madness.
As Maria interacts with others, the
message becomes clear: anyone who de-

SHELF LIFE
Just Be Normal

against neglect, bullying and MARIA, JUST total of ignorance, immatu-
rigid societal expectations. MARIA rity, stupidity, and above all

We witness her whimsi- BY SANDHYA else, arrogance. It doesn't
cal childhood — with char- MARY matter if it is Isaac Newton,
acters like a philosophical HarperCollins Shakespeare, or Socrates;
talking dog and a smart, 218 pages there is no one who does not
chatty parrot — givewaytoa 3499 think about some idiotic

EXPRESS ARCHIVE

he wrote a critique that was so scathing that
his father, Jitendra, whose loyalty to the RSS
tolerated no question, was heartbroken.
Partha’s account, coloured much by political
disapproval, shows Jitendra as a dogmatic
ideologue, and more. He wanted his son to
partake in “the culture of the time”, while his
“Islamophobia and racism” were also plain
to see. The cost of Jitendra’s commitment to
the RSS was born by his wife and children.
“We ended living in poverty... But that was
the RSS,” Partha told Bhatia.

The Identity Project should be read not as
the making of just one kind of identity. It’s
also awitness to the dogged resistance of sev-
eral others. If there’s despair in R's admission
that, “we (those who do not agree with the
RSS’s ways) are in such a small minority, that
it does not matter in the large scheme of
things,” it also bears the longing for empathy
and rapprochement, echoed in the senti-
ments of ariot affected: “They have filled peo-
ple’s heads with rumour and innuendo, so
they hate each other. In the Quran, it is writ-
ten that wherever you live, you should make
it strong. But people don’t read. They don’t
read their own books and try to understand”.
Even as it details the hardening of commu-
nalidentities, Bhatia’s account does not gloss
over the affection people have for one an-
other. The Identity Project ends with one
Shailendra exulting over the victory of a BJP
candidate in a local election. But Shailendra
also adores Nisar, a Muslim. Therein, perhaps,
lies hope that democracy will not be unmade.

viates from societal norms is deemed ab-
normal. She reminded me of Pecola
Breedlove in Toni Morrison’s The Bluest
Eye,who questioned societal judgments
and highlighted the impact of external
perceptions on self-worth. Maria’s emo-
tional turmoil is evident when she says,
“I've yet to meet a child who personifies
innocence,and for me, I don’t remember
any feelings other than fear and hatred.”

To me, Maria’s sense of reality seems
more authentic than the artificial con-
structs imposed on her. Her poignant
question — does knowing the
answers in school truly
equate to intelligence? —
challenges narrow defini-
tions of success and prompts
reflection on what it means
to be truly “normal” or a
“good human”.

Early in the novel, the
narrator says, “Human life up
until the age of twenty is
nothing to be taken seriously.
All it amounts to is the sum

thing they did before they
were twenty and say 'aiyye' with an em-
barrassed laugh.” Being normal is not
about scoring at the top in mathematics
or excelling in the arts; it’s about being
able to live one’s own age.

The author gently reminds us that
caring for mental health is not as simple
as curing a seasonal cold; it requires con-
stant support and questioning of the so-
cietal labels that define and confine us.

SUGANDHA MUKHERJEE




Can a protein
bar raise your

blood sugar?

Junk anything that
comes in a packet. It
contains emulsifiers

RE YOU having plant-
based milk, flavoured yo-
gurt or the low-fat mayon-
naise, thinking they are
healthy? Or taking diet supplements,
protein bars and protein shakes? They
could be raising your blood sugar.
Anything that comes in a wrapper or
packet, or something that’s dried, has
added preservatives to make it last
longer. All of them have emulsifiers,
compounds that help mix two sub-
stances that typically separate when
they are combined (for example oil
and water) and are used to improve
the appearance, taste, texture and
lengthen the shelf life of food.
Examples of processed foods that con-
tain chemical emulsifiers are com-
mercially available cakes, biscuits,
desserts, ice creams, chocolate bars,
breads, and ready-to-eat meals.

How can emulsifiers increase the
risk of diabetes?

Recent experimental studies have
shown that emulsifiers modify the
composition and function of the gut
microbiota (micro-organisms, includ-
ing bacteria, fungi and viruses that live
in the digestive tracts). They then en-
ter the gut lining, a mucus layer that
keeps them away from the host cells,
and cause inflammation. This leads to
insulin resistance.

This year’s study from France, pub-
lished in the Lancet-Diabetes and
Endocrinology, tracked 104,000 adults
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FACT OF THE MATTER

Emulsifiers modify the composition and
function of the gut microbiota, trigger
inflammation and insulin resistance

between 2009 and 2024 and identi-
fied seven food additive emulsifiers
with anincreased risk of Type 2 dia-
betes. Participants with the highest
exposure to emulsifiers in commercial
food products were up to 15 per cent
more likely to have diabetes.

Among the emulsifiers that in-
creased diabetes risk was tripotassium
phosphate (15 per cent), which is used
indry cereals, meat, sauces and
cheeses. Guar gum, used in breakfast
cereals, dairy products, gravy,
processed vegetables and baked
goods, increased risk by 11 per cent.
Xanthan gum, used for thickening
gravies, raised risk by eight per cent.
Mono- and diacetyltartaric acid esters
of mono- and diglycerides of fatty
acids, used in biscuits, ice cream and
salad dressings, upped diabetes
chances by four per cent. Sodium cit-
rate, which is used in club soda, ready-
to-drink beverages, drink mixes and
preservatives, increased diabetes risk
by four per cent; carrageenans, a
thickening agent, by three per cent
and gum Arabic, used in chocolates, by
another three per cent.

What diet changes are needed?

This study adds to mounting evi-
dence against the widespread con-
sumption of processed food. While it
can be challenging to avoid such food
items completely, we can start making
an effort to reduce their consumption.
People should focus on eating real,
whole foods. Monitoring the fre-
quency and amount of packaged food,
i.e. chocolate or candy, packed snacks,
baked goods, pre-packaged meals, is
therefore advisable. Sticking to fresh
or home-made food will eliminate
emulsifiers from your diet.

The Food Standards and Safety
Authority of India has a list of permit-
ted emulsifiers, and may need to take
arelook at their regulations. More
clear disclosure and labelling of food
items will help consumers make in-
formed choices.

(DrMithal is Chairman, Diabetes and
Endocrinology, Max Healthcare)

Rinku Ghosh

T'S 8.30 pm and 15-year-old Sarah

Michelle has just returned home after

her math tutorials, humming the Tamil

hit “Leo Dasis a badass” inside her head.

Cramming her life between school
tests and preparatory tutorials for her class X
board exams, this Chennai teen has no mobile
phone, given up singing and has no time for
even a walk in the park. It’s just long hours of
sitting at the desk or in front of the TV, her only
shotatrelaxation. “Butit’s the daily 15-minute
dance break in school that keeps me going, re-
freshes my mind and helps me improve my
studies,” she says.

That dance class is an experimental form
called THANDAV (Taking High-Intensity
Interval Training [HIIT] And Dance to
Adolescents for Victory over Non-communi-
cable Diseases [NCDs]). This routine was de-
vised as part of a study by Dr Ranjith Anjana
Mohan of the Madras Diabetes Research
Foundation and tested among 23 girls, aged
between 10 and 17, to see if it could neutralise
sedentary behaviour among school-going
adolescents and improve their metabolism.

“Given the high burden of non-commu-
nicable diseases in India, we realised that we
needed toreduce sedentary behaviourin the
early years. One in four teens is obese. They
are so bogged down by studies and the pres-
sure to race past competitive exams that any
physical activity seems negotiable. Yet these
early years are all about habit-forming and
laying a foundation for good health. So we de-
cided to choose aroutine that would not take
too much time, could easily fit into the school
schedule or even at home and yet keep them
fit, trim and active,” she says.

WHAT ISTHANDAV?

Dr Mohan’s team mixed HIIT (High-
Intensity Interval Training) routines — which
involve short bursts of intense activity fol-
lowed by cooldown time — with dance moves
set to popular songs from Bollywood,
Mollywood and Tollywood. “Doing this thrice
a week for even 10 minutes gives you all the
metabolic benefits of running 60 minutes a
day every day of the week. When fitness be-
comes entertainment, you can sustain the
drills as a physical activity without them look-
ing like an imposition,” she says.

HIIT regimens have been proven to signif-
icantly reduce body fat mass, weight and im-
prove cardiovascular fitness in both adults and
adolescents. The study showed that the girls
achieved almost 80 per cent heart rate during
a THANDAV session. “A faster heart rate dur-
ing exercise helps your body move oxygenand
blood to your muscles more efficiently, which
can help you burn more calories, lower choles-
terol and improve your cardiovascular fitness,”
says Dr Mohan.

The 10-minute HIIT routine consists of four
loops to be done on four hit tracks, including
a two-minute high energy (80-90 per cent
heart rate) to 30-second low cooldown (50-
60 per cent heart rate) moves. The movements
are choreographed in a simple and repetitive
manner so that they can be done in a loop
without much stress.

As the randomised control trial is await-
ing publication, Dr Mohan is happy with the
results to go for larger trials. She says all ado-
lescent girls, despite their sedentary hours for
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A dance that gets teens
out of their chairs

A HII'T-cum-dance routine is meant to cut sedentary behaviour.

r—

school work, reported weight loss, stamina
and agility in just two to three months.
Sarah’s mother Sheeba Rosario, who was
worried about her daughter’s “zero activity”
levels and her weight gain, noticed a big differ-
ence in her physical appearance and her con-
centration levels. “There was a time when
Sarah became sluggish. She
couldn’t make it to her school’s 7
am basketball classand sleep late.
Balancing school and NEET prac-
tice classes thrice a week, she was
just pushing herself. She would
mostly be sitting on a chair at her
deskoron the couchinfrontofthe
TV.1got really worried when she
once missed her periods, proba-

WHY SEDENTARY BEHAVIOURIS A
PROBLEM FOR INDIAN TEENS
DrMohandid this small study as a follow-
up to herlarger study that mapped sedentary
behaviour in teens, between 11 and 19. This
was part of the larger eight-month report of
the International Physical Activity and
Environment Network (IPEN)and
tracked 6,000 teens across the
globe. It showed how teenagersin
India were spending eight to ten
hours aday performing sedentary
activities, such as watching tele-
vision and playing video games,
an excess of which is linked to
obesity, diabetes, hypertension,
heart disease, bone, mental and

bly because of stress. The new  Scan the code to reproductive healthissuesin their
dance routine has helped herre-  read more health adultyears.However, in India, stu-
lax and focus better,” sherecalls.  special stories dents had alower device use —an

['hrice a week, 10-minute spells equal a 60-minute run every day

average of 1.2 electronic devices in the bed-
room and 0.5 personal electronic devices —
compared to Western nations.

“Adolescents should not have more than
three hours of sedentary time. But 10 hours of
sitting, as per the study, is worrisome news
because the body is virtually immobile for al-
most half a day! This included sitting during
the almost four hours of travel time. However,
Indian students were among the lowest users
of devices and had much lower screen time
compared to their Western counterparts. |
hear many parents tell me that their child is
studying 10 hours a day. Their recreation hour
is also about sitting, gaming, chatting, which
are passive activities,” says Dr Mohan.

WHY YOUNG INDIANS AREN'T
EXERCISING?
It wasn't just obsession with screen time
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that drove sedentary and largely indoor be-
haviour. “It was partly because of a lack of
walkable neighbourhoods and parks that dis-
couraged them from outdoor activities. The
otherissues were safety (particularly for girls),
traffic congestion around public spaces and
crime,” says Dr Mohan.

As per the study, girls living in neighbour-
hoods that had safe spaces closer home were
less likely to be performing sitting activities.
“The other big problem is the design of our
parks. They can be used only by adults for their
walks and runs or by children. They are not
designed for teen group activities or ball
games. The teen years are an impressionable
period of one’s life and group activities are
largely peer-led decisions. That's why we must
have open spaces or courts for cricket, basket-
ball, badminton and football,” suggests Dr
Mohan. The study showed that adolescents
from more accommodating and walkable
neighbourhoods had lesser screen time.

That's why Dr Mohan designed a fitness
module that could easily be co-opted into
school routines. “Ideally, there should be an
hour of physical training classes. But that's the
class that tends to get dropped in classes IX
and X to accommodate an extra class or two.
But squeezing in THANDAV for 15 to 20 min-
utes is doable. We saw students having a lot
of fun doing the exercise-dance routine with
their friends. Study participants said that af-
ter doing the 10-minute routine, they would
cooldown easily (indicating an improvement
infitness)and their body felt very light and re-
laxed,” she says.

After three-month THANDAV sessions,
participants reported that they exercised
more often and ate clean. It improved their
flexibility and gave them a break from their
monotonous routine. It taught them to push
beyond their limits and do more and gave
them confidence.

“Recommendations included adding lat-
est songs, teaching new loops, reaching out to
a large number of people and inviting them
to a combined performance. One of the girls
told us that she had taught THANDAV to at
least 10 kids and told everyone in her apart-
ment how it was a fun way to keep fit,” says
Dr Mohan.

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE TO BUILD
HEALTH AWARENESS AMONG TEENS?

That, according to Dr Mohan, should be-
ginwith parents, who always set performance
benchmarks for any sports that their child
may be interested in. “It’s always about win-
ning a game. Losing means the child is not fit
for sportsat all. Instead, parents should appre-
ciate the fitness goal the child has achieved
and reward that pursuit. Help the child main-
tain a health goal on step count and muscle
strength, they don’t have to be a state or na-
tional level champion. Build a behaviour that
can last a lifetime,” suggests Dr Mohan.

She also urged schools to schedule an hour
for play despite exam pressures so that the ef-
fects of physical activity could last years later
into adulthood. “At least, 50 per cent of the
benefits will remain. What many do not know
is that girls can do light exercises during their
periods, which help them deal with them bet-
ter, except those who have severe cramps or
severe bleeding as an aberration. Eating fruits
and vegetables is a must for teens. We would
prefer five servings but three are good too,”
adds Dr Mohan, whose THANDAV classes at
the MDRF’s auditorium are fast filling up.

AIIMS finds Covid survivors breathless after 2 years

Even after two years, patients report
impaired lung function, sleep problems,
dietary and psychiatric changes

Ankita Upadhyay

DECODING
A STUDY

ANKAN JAISWAL, 47, still gets dizzy and
breathless when she climbs a flight of stairs
or walks more than a kilometre. Sometimes
her mind isinahaze. Three years aftera Covid
infection landed herinICU, its after-effects still
seem to get the better of her. She and other
survivors were tracked at the long Covid clinic
at AIIMS, Delhi, for three years as part of a
study that found that at least a third of them
weren't breathing properly or getting suffi-
cient oxygen from the air to their blood.

The study is significant because it shows
that after-effects can be quite severe and last
beyond two years after initial Covid diagno-
sis. This was common especially in women,
the elderly, those who had severe infection
and smokers. “Itis one of the first studies from
alow- and middle-income country (LMIC) to
report long-term pulmonary sequelae (after
effects) of COVID-19. Some of them still need
oxygen support occasionally,” says Dr Anant
Mohan, head of the pulmonology department
at AIIMS Delhi.

He and his team conducted an observa-
tional study on patients who have been visit-
ing the long Covid clinic regularly for more
than two years. “The long Covid clinichasbeen
running for three-and-a-half years and we are
still running it because we have a couple of
ongoing projects. We had around 1,426 Covid

survivors. Of them, 231 patients had been fol-
lowing up with us for over two years. We
mapped their symptoms and found that they
reported persistent dyspnoea (breathlessness
and feeling suffocated) and impaired lung
functions,” he says.

WHAT DOES THE STUDY SAY?

Atotal of 1,426 patients were registered in
the post-Covid clinic from 2020 as part of the
long Covid multi-system observational study.
The 231 patientsincluded in the study are still
coming to the hospital for follow-ups. Most of
them had not one but overlapping symptoms.
So 36.4 per cent had persistent self-reported
dyspnoea,48.1 per cent had impaired spirom-
etry (how much airyou can breatheinand out,
and how quickly you can exhale)and 70.7 per
cent patients had impaired lung diffusion
(lungs are unable to efficiently exchange gases

GETTY IMAGES
or move oxygen from the air into the blood). NEED TO
KNOW

WHO IS MORE SUSCEPTIBLE TO LONG
COVID? WHAT ARE SYMPTOMS? Long-term

Dr Mohan included all kinds of patients breathlessness was
above 18 —those with severe, mildand mod- ~ associated with those
erate Covid infection and those with no symp- who were infected
toms at all. Apart from hospital records of during the second
physical visits, the two-year follow-up was wave of the

done in-person or telephonically. “During
physical visits, the patients were invited to
perform spirometry, lung diffusion testand a
six-minute walk test,” says Dr Mohan.
Long-term breathlessness was associated
with those who were infected during the sec-
ond wave of the pandemic, when the Delta
variant was predominant. The elderly had pro-
longed pulmonary function impairment,
given their reduced capacity to repair lungs
with ageing. There was a consistent associa-

pandemic, when the
Delta variant was
predominant

tion of women with long-term lung function
abnormalities. Like Ankan, who has now
moved to the USwith her family as the pollu-
tion in Delhi worsens her symptoms. Seventy-
year-old Savitri Devi was hospitalised at Al-
IMS for four days recently. “Her breathing
difficulties worsen when pollution levels go
up in Delhi. Post-Covid, she has not been able
to walk long enough as she goes breathless
and has coughing bouts,” says her husband
Mahavir, a resident of Delhi’s Karawal Nagar.

Meanwhile, 48-year-old Mithilesh Kumar;,
says he misses running and walking fast,
something which he did pre-Covid. He can’t
walk and talk to someone at the same time,
cannot climb the stairs and gets breathless
when his son holds or hugs him tightly.

Long Covid patients have also reported
sleep disturbances, dietary and psychiatric
changes, which are beinglooked at separately
in other studies. “Other than respiratory
symptoms, we found patients complaining of
fatigue and sleep disturbances. We can now
say we have a reasonable idea on what long
Covidis all about,” says Dr Mohan.

WHAT SHOULD PATIENTS DO THEN?

The study, according to Dr Mohan, is trying
to compile all the symptoms of long Covid so
that patients can seek early medical attention
to address them and prevent complications.
“Breathing exercises should be taken up on a
regular basis by long Covid patients,” says Dr
Mohan.

The data looked at initial Covid infection,
including the date of positivity of laboratory
test, the severity of the illness, the need for
hospitalisation, their hospital records, out-pa-
tient prescription slips and patient recall.
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