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MVA MLAs Skip Oath
Event, say Mahayuti
Tampered with EVMs

The opposition MVA boycot-
@ ted the swearing-in of new
MLAs at the Maharashtra

Assembly, alleging that the Mahayuti
alliance won by manipulating the EVMs.
The opposition alliance seems to be
coming apart, with the SP talking about
quitting it. Krishna Kumar reports.

BJP Looking to Field

Heavyweights Against
Senior AAP Leaders

IS BJPis gearing up for Assemb-
Iy pollsin the National Cap-
ital, and is looking to field its
heavywelights against senior AAP
leaders including Arvind Kejriwal,
reports Jatin Takkar, Withinthe BJP,
there isafeeling to give more emphasis

to young and fresh faces.
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REDUCING NCLT WORKLOAD

New Insolvency

Framework to be
Creditor-led: Mital

IBBI chair says focus on
CoC; RBI DG Rao bats
for 'enforceable code
of conduct’ for CoC

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Insolvency and
Bankruptey Board of India (IB-
BI) chairman Ravi Mital on Sa-
turday said a creditor-led reso-
lution framework under the
bankruptey law is in the offing.
The move aims to lower the
workload of the adjudicating
authority by enabling the com-
mittee of creditors (CoC) to ta-
ke on greater responsibility
and expedite the rescue of
stressed firms, he said.

“We would be happy if less
work goes before the NCLT (Na-
tional Company Law Tribu-
nal),” Mital said, conceding
that the adjudicating authority
is now over-burdened. He also
rooted for a formal group insol-

‘ vency framework.

Mital was speaking at an in-
ternational conclave, organi-
sed by IBBI and INSOL India.

ET reported on September 18
that a creditor-led insolvency
resolution mechanism, largely
involving out-of-court arrange-
ments, is in the works to ease
NCLT's burden and quicken re-
coveries for lenders.

A voluntary group insolvency
mechanism is being finalised,
ET reported in October, which
could empower the CoC of va-
rious bankrupt companies of a
group to decide if they need to
join hands orpursue resolution
processes separately. The CoC
typically comprises financial
creditors. Aformal groupinsol-
vency framework was necessi-

Boosting
Outcome

Creditor-led >, A formal group

resolution L insolvency
framework | mechanism
Mediation B
between 'y
creditors
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New tech platform in 1-1.5 yrs

RAOD'S SUEGESTIDHS
An enforceable | -~
code of conduct

for CoC Market-

Quick insolvency ' driven
filing by lenders = package |
after default forRP

Adequate skill sets for RP

WHY DELAY IN IBC
FILING IS COSTLY

recovery vs
creditors’
claims (partly
due to value
erosion
between
default and
filing dates)

recovery
Vs fair
value of
firms,
firmed up
after cases
are
admitted

tated after the interconnected
nature of group companies de-
layed resolution in a few cases,
such as Videocon, Era Infrast-
ructure, Lanco, Educomp, Am-
tek, Adel, Jaypee and Aircel,

Prompt Action Sought »»7

GROWING FOUR-FOLD SINCE FY20...

Outstanding I-T Demands at ¥42Lcr

Outstanding demands at the Income Tax Department
have quadrupled toz42 lakh crore, from 210 lakh
crore in 2019-20. Of this, 227 lakh crore is flagged as

difficult torecover by the department, according to a report of
the parliamentary standing committee on finance. »» 3

Global garments
pbrands unhappy with
political unrest, look
to shiftto India

DP Bhattacharya

Gandhinagar: Many brands,
both global and local, that were
procuring garments from Bang-
ladesh are now looking at Indian
manufacturers to meet their de-
mand, as they grow increasingly
uncomfortable with continuing
instability in the neighbouring
country,

Textile industry insiders in Su-
rat said they are getting enguiri-
es for the production and supply
of ready-to-wear garments from
such brands. If these materialise
into orders, they estimate the
growth of Surat's garment sec-
tor could accelerate to 20-25%,
from the current 12% a vear. Tex-
tile hubs in Tamil Nadu, Punjab
and Noida too could benefit from

APPAREL ORDER ENQUIRIES ON THE RISE

B’desh Hangs by a Thread:;
Surat may be Stitch in Time

TIMES
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new orders, they said.

While Bangladesh is the se-
cond-largest exporter of ready-
made garments behind China, it
is highly dependent on the fabric
supplied from Surat, the textile
city of India. As big brands are
looking for alternative sources
amid increasing political insta-
bility and law and order issues,

as well as unrest among textile
industry workers, in Bangla-
desh, Indian companies see it as
an opportunity to supply more
value-added products to global
markets.

“Essentially, Surat’s garment
sector hasbeen producingethnic
wear, Kurtis and low-priced wo-
men's wear and some denim,” sa-

FOR CHINA, MYANMAR SUPPLIES

B'desh Overturns
Hasina Internet
Plan for India’s N-E

Bangladesh's internet
regulator has reversed
% a decision of the Sheikh
Hasina govt to let the country be
the transit point for internet
supply toIndia’s northeast. It has
claimed the plan will adversely
impact prospectsto become a

regional internet hub. Dipanjan
Roy Chaudhury reports. »» 2

id Ashish Gujarati, a former pre-
sident of the South Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce. “There
has been a significant spurt in
enquiries by the big brands after
trouble started in Bangladesh,
which would certainly benefit
the sector majorly.”

Govt Assistancer» 7

Battery Innovations may Boost E-car

Revolution in Sub-320 lakh Segment

Cos look at China's
charging solutions
that can lift electric
PV sales in India

Lijee Philip

New Delhi: India's electric car
market is shifting into high gear,
particularly in the affordable
segment, with 86% of sales con-
centrated inthesub-¥20]lakhseg-
ment. With consumers increa-
singly choosing battery-powered
SUVs over traditional hatch-
backs, the electric PV sales are
expected to exceed the 100,000
mark this vear.

While early market leader Tata

Plumping for I-]andas
Panda sculptures on display at Avenue of Stars in Hong Kong on December 7. The

2,500 sculptures are a part of Panda Go! Fest HK, the largest panda-themed exhibi-
tioninthecity. AFP

Motors is facing headwinds, upco-
minglaunchesof Suzukie-Vitara,
Mahindra BE .6e and CEV9e early
next vear areexpected torecharge
the market and boost competition.

Experts said more choices in
the electric PV space will on-
ly make the market grow.
They also said stricter
emission penalties and
the growing environ-
mental benefits of EVs
are driving automakers to-
wards electrification.

Taking cues from China, the
world's largest electric vehicle
market, most car companies are
exploring innovative solutions
including battery-as-a-service
and battery swapping stations to
overcome charging infrastruc-
ture challenges.

Industry Set for New Launches »» 7

All Charged Up

NO. OF ELECTRIC
MODELS BY BODY
STYLE (JAN-OCT '24)
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Road Ahead

Upcoming launches to

intensify competition
AUTOMAKER WILL ALSO CONTEST CASE FILED BY INDIGO PARENT

M&M to Rename New eSUVasBE 6

China's battery-as-a-service model,
battery swapping stations show the
way to tackle charging infra chalienges
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ME&M will rebrand itseSUV as "BE6" from "BE &e”, after IndiGo
owner InterGlobe Aviation filed a trademark infringement case
againstit. M&M will also contest brand rights of BE6e, »» 3

BID TO BOOST EMPLOYEE OFFICE PRESENCE

Cos FiX WFO Blues
It's Not All Work
& No Play for Staff

UPI has Enhanced

Underserved

Credit Base:Re port
enabled underserved

groups, including sub-

prime and new-to-credit borrow-
ers, toaccess formal credit for the
first time, accordingtoareport.In
regions with high UPI adoption,
loans to new-to-credit borrowers
grew 4% and to subprime borrowers
by 8%, said the report. »» 3

Meta told to Curb
WhatsApp-led
Financial Frauds

e MeitY has asked Meta to
prevent WhatsApp-
originated pesky mess-
ages and calls, many of which lead
to fraud. "We have taken it (scams
issue) up with Meta. This is a contin-
Uous process, They (scamsters) will
keep discovering newer ways,” said
MeitY secretary SKrishnan.
Muntazir Abbas reports. »» 3
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Global BrandS»-Qay Scale Tips in Favour of Indian Chiefs

Indian heads’ earnings at least 15% more in 2023-24 vs expat peers at auto & electronic cos

Local is Vocal

Writankar Mukherjee

ration in 2023-24 than the expat chief

quality Indian CEOs since in most

Companies are Addressing staff
avoidingstricc  TWO-Way Street  esistance
return-to-office  STEPS TAKEN TO MAKE 2, through open
mandatesthat WFO MORE ATTRACTIVE l communication
xyﬂa“?m Upgraded | Team
' raise
i ‘ engagement
attrit space with activities f
wellness, 7 i
recreation FlEElhlllt:f to .
zonesand | teamsto
collaborative | decide their
areas days in office

Offer flexible options
such as commute
benefits, subsidised

meals, recharge breaks

to ease transition

sreeradhaBasu
& BrindaSarkar

Bengaluru: A bunch of com-
panies are tryving to find the
right balance between flexibili-

le toreturn to office (RTO).

Organisations are also priori-
tising open communication, ac-
tively seeking emplovee feed-
back and addressing employe-
es’ personal challenges when it
comes to in-office work totailor
their approach accordingly

Thiscomesatatime when the-
re is growing resistance to
strict return-to-office manda-
tes which run the risk of alie-
nating talentand increasingat-
trition.

Companies like Amazon are
facing a backlash globallv after
its new policy which requires
emplovees to work onsite five

2023-24 PAY PACKAGE OF CEOs/MDs
INDIANS

Sunil Nayvar, Sony India 27.02¢r

cases theirexperience orquality isa
notch or two higher. Hardship allo-
wance for working in India has now
become history. Of course, some
companies may always like tohave an

executives, including commission and
perquisites. And inmost cases even
more, with the pay gap getting wider
lastfiscal.

Industry executives said this reflects

davsa week.

“For those companies that
will be bringing more people
back onsite, achievingthe right
level of call to return (in terms

ty, emplovee well-being and in-
centives as they look to ease the
transition of getting staff back
to more days in office.

‘Work away credit’ policies,

Kolkata: In the global brand-domina-

 ted auto and electronics industry in
\ the country, Indian professional

Muralikrishnan | Narasimhan Eswar, chief executivesarerakinginfar the fact that several global brands expat from their home country to lead upgraded office spaces with of number of days) and avoi-
B, Kllaﬂr'ﬁl India 7 WhlrID:Dql India 7 higher fortune than their expat have started relving on local talent Indian operations, but it’s that much wellness zones and collaborati- ding strong mandates while co-
(resigned last Zl7 o1 (includes | counterparts irrespective of the and there is nomore hardship allo- only,” said Agrawal. ve areas, commute benefits, te- creating flexible work designs,
stock options | size of the business inthecountry  wance for an India posting inthe CEO sSamsung India’s expat managing am engagement activities, offering enough opportunities
from parent) AsperanET study of overa packageunlike earlier. “The pay gap director JB Park’s grosssalary in FY24 wellness programmes, schedu- tocollaborate physically or vir-

was 36.8 crore while that of LG India’s
managing director Hong Ju Jeon was 25
crore. Samsung is the country’s largest
consumer electronics company whose

between an Indian professional CEQ
and expat CEO working in India will
only widen in time to come,” said Shiv
Agrawal, managing director at ABC

dozen top brands including

= Samsung, Maruti Suzuki, LG,
sony, Xiaomi, Whirlpool and
Mahindra & Mahindra, with data

tually with employvees to miti-
gate attrition risk, is critical,”
said Mansee Singhal, careers
leader India at HR consulting

led recharge breaks and flexibi-
lity to teams to decide their da-
vs in office are among the op-

. ]7 Hisashi L Hong Ju
tions companies like Bizongo,

Hyundai Takeuchi, z Jeon,

M,Etﬂl' : El_anut.i ?“I“ki LG |!'|dia e o sourced from regulatory filings, Consultants, anexecutivesearchand  sales was %1,02,626 crore. Thoughtworks, Veefin Group firm Mercer.
740 ad e LT ' the Indian chief executivesdrew  talent advisory firm. and Intuit are giving to employ-
Source: RoC at least 15% higher gross remune- “There isalwaysapremium for high  Domestic Replacements »» 7 eestomakethemmoreamenab- Rewarding Experience»»7




OTHER NEWS
OF THE DAY

101 Farmersto
Marchto
Delhi Today:
Pandher

Chandigarh:
Punjabfarmer
leader Sarwan
Singh Pandher
said on Saturday that they
have not received any
message from the Centre
for talks to address their
issues and said a group of
101 farmers will again
begintheir march to Delhi
on December 8.

On Friday, protesting
farmers suspended their
foot march to the national
capital for the day after
some of them suffered
injuries due to tear gas
shells fired by security
personnel, who stopped
them at the Punjab-Harya-
naborder. The farmers
have been pressing for
various demands, in-
cluding alegal guarantee
for Minimum Support Price
(MSP).

Addressing the media at
Shambhu on the Punjab-
Haryana border on Satur-
day, Pandher said 16 far-
merssuffered injuries and
one of them lost hearing
ability because of the
teargasshelling by Harya-
nasecurity personnel.-et

Mamata
EXpresses
Desire to Lead
INDIA Bloc

Kolkata: West
Bengal Chief
Minister Mama-
taBanerjee had
expressed her desire tolead
the INDIA Alliance. The devel-
opment came on Friday.
Banerjee inaninterview toa
Bengali mediachannel, said
that she can 'run the show' if
opportunity isgiven to her
and also mentioned that she
has named it INDIA alliance,
"I have formed the INDIA
alliance and if an opportunity
s given, | will ensure the
smooth functioning of the
bloc. Itisthe responsibility of
those leading from the front
tomanage it properly. If they
can'tdoit, whatcan ldo?
Everyone should be taken
along. But | will not move
outside West Bengal, if as-
signed, | can runit from this
state,” Banerjee said.
Banerjee's comments come
days after two Trinamool
Congress MPs Kalyan Baner-
jee and Kirti Azad mentioned
that Mamata Banerjee should
be the chief of the opposition
alliance and also slammed
Congress for debaclein
Maharashtra Assembly
election. Durgapur-Bard-
haman MP of the party Kirti
Azadeven said that Mamata
Banerjee’s track record is
perfect against Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.-oprs
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DHAKA REVERSES HASINA-ERA DECISION TO BECOME INTERNET TRANSIT HUB

Bangladesh Not to

Route Internet to NE

Claims earlier move
impacted its ability to
supply internet to parts
of China, Myanmar

Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury

New Delhi: Bangladesh's inter-
net regulator has reversed a de-
cision of the Sheikh Hasina go-
vernment that allowed the co-
untry to be the transit point for
internet supply to India’s nort-
heastern states,

The internet regulator hascla-
imed that the plan, if imple-
mented, will adversely impact
the countrv's prospects to beco-
me a regional internet hub, ET
has learnt.

In 2023, the Bangladesh Telecom-
munication Regulatory Commis-
sion (BTRC) sought the country’s
telecom ministry's permission af-
ter local firms Summit Communi-
cations and FibercHome applied
to supply bandwidth from Singa-
pore viathe Akhaurabordertothe
northeasternregionof Indiathro-
ugh Bharti Airtel.

sources in Dhaka claimed that
the Hasina government’s decision
would have “impacted” Bangla-
desh's ability to provide internet

ISKCON Temple Set
Afire, Idol Damaged
Near Dhaka

Agroup of peoplesetfiretoan
ISKCON temple in Dhaka district
in Bangladesh in the early hours
of Saturday. The attack in Dhour
village, under Turag police station
in Dhaka district, took place inthe
early hours of Saturday. ATurag
police station official said a
manhunt was launched to track
down the culprits. -e1i
services to parts of Myanmar and
northwestern China through its
own infrastructure,
Under the previous arrange-
ment, Bangladesh would have ser-
vedasthetransitroute—enabling

fasterinternetconnection forTri-
pura, Arunachal Pradesh, As-

i
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Assam Governor LP Acharya and CM Sarma with new ministers —ANI

18 MINISTERS OVERALL NOW

Assam CM Sarma

Expands Cabinet, 4
Ministers Take Oath

BikashSingh

Guwahati: What is seen as the
preparation for the 2026 assem-
bly polls, three and half vear old
Himanta Biswa Sarm led govern-
ment has on Saturday inducted
four minister in the council of
minister.

On Saturday four ministers we-
re inducted in the council of mi-
nisters and with these the
strength of council of ministers
has goneto18.

Assam Governor Laxman Pra-
sad Acharya administered the
oath of office to the four new mi-
nisters-Prasanta Phukan, Kaus-
hik Rai, Krishnendu Paul, and
Rupesh Goala. The chief mini-
ster and members of his cabinet
were present on the occasion.

Phukan and Goala represent the
Upper Assam tea districts of Di-
brugarhand Tinsukia respectively
while Paul and Rai arefrom the two

Barak Valley districts of Sribhumi
(formerly Karimganj )and Cachar.
Labour and Tea Tribe Welfare
sanjay Kishan has resigned from
the ministry recently after he as-
ked by the chief mi-

nister Himanta Bis-

wa Sarma toresign,

While Goala is first

time MLA from Do-

om Dooma consti-

Assamwillgo tuency he is a tea
tothepolisin  tribe leader. Phoo-
2026. This kan is one of the ol-
expansion I:.: dest BJP MLA from
seenasBIP's  1yihyygarh.a
assemblypolls p.; i< MLA from
preparation

Lakhipur, Paul
from Patharkandi. Both are from
Baralk valley Two other ministers
arefrom Upper Assam. Raiisalsoa
first time MLA.

OnJune$, 2022, two ministers we-
re inducted. Post Lok Sabha elec-
tion Sarma has stated that he will
affect the cabinet reshuffle by Au-
o115t 15 this vear;

sam, Mizoram, Manipur, Megha-
laya and Nagaland.

At present, the northeastern sta-
tes receive internet connection
via Singapore through submarine
cables in Chennai using India's
domesticfibreopticnetwork. This
has impacted the speed of the in-
ternet in the northeastern states,

ET has learnt that in the coming
days, Bangladesh's interim go-
vernment led by Muhammad Yu-
nus may also review other cross-
border projects that were put in
place over the last 15 vears.

Meanwhile, US Congressman
Raja Krishnamoorthi has expres-
sed grave concern over the recent
unrest in Bangladesh following
the arrest of [SKCON priest Chin-
moy Krishna Das Brahmachari.

THE FIRST DAY OF A THREE-DAY SPECIAL SESSION

WWW.ECONOMICTIMES.COM

Maharashtra Opposition

Skips Swearing in of MLAS

Alleges Mahayuti
retained power by
manipulating EVMs

Krishna Kumar

Mumbai: The opposition Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi (MVA) boycotted swea-
ring in of the newly elected mem-
bers of the Maharashtra assembly
Saturday, the first day of a three-
day special session, alleging that
the Mahavuti coalition retained po-
wer by manipulating electronic vo-
ting machines (EVMs).

The MVA said it would soon launch
acampaign against the use of EVMs
in the election, from Markarwadi vil-
lage in the Malshiras assembly cons-
tituency. This even as the opposition
alliance in the state already seems to
be coming apart with the Samajwadi
Party talking about quitting it.

“If the Mahayuti really won by
such a huge mandate, then the enti-
re state should be excited, yvet every-
one here is questioning the result.
The question in evervone’s mind is
whetherthe mandate isfrom the pe-
ople or derived from the EVMs and
the Election Commissionof India,”
said Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray)legislative party leader
Aaditya Thackeray.

The Maharashtra opposition is
highlighting the issueof the Markar-

=3

Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis with Deputy CMs Eknath Shinde and
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Ajit Pawar, at Vidhan Bhavan, in Mumbal, on Saturday - AN

wadi village, where some villagers
disputed the votes captured in the
EVM and wanted to hold a mock poll
through the use of ballot papers. The
EC had objected to the plan and poli-
ce have filed cases against those who
organised the poll.

“The Markarwadi mock poll was
important as we wanted to show the
difference between the polling in
EVMs and the ballot boxes. All of
those who are protesting (opposition
MILAs) are those who have won yet
we are disputing the results. We will
be planning a long march (from Mar-
karwadi),” said Thackeray:

State Congress chief Nana Patole
said he has spoken to party leader

RAMESH BIDHURI, PARVESH VERMA MAY FIGURE IN BJP LIST THIS MONTH END

BJP Looking to Field Heavyweights
Against Senior AAP Leaders in Delhi

JatinTakkar

New Delhi: BJP is gearing up for as-
sembly polls in the national capital,
and is looking to field its heavywe-
ights against senior AAP leaders, in-
cluding Arvind Kejriwal.

Within BJP, there is a feeling to
give more emphasis on young and
fresh faces by replacing some se-
nior party leaders in Delhi assem-
bly polls.

A section of the BJP also feels
that the party should give more
ticketsto Purvanchalisand Jatsto
tackle AAP challenge in the natio-
nal capital.

By the end of December, the BJP
may announce its first list of can-
didates is likely to field several for-
mer MPs including Parvesh Ver-
maand Ramesh Bidhuri.

Verma could be BJP's candidate

from New Delhi against AAP su-
premo and former Chief Minister
of Delhi Arvind Kejriwal. While
Bidhuri is keen to contest from

Kalkajiagainst in-
== cumbent  Chief
Kailash Minister Atishi
Gehlot who Marlena.
recently But BJP's state
switched unit feels that Bid-
from AAP to huri should con-
BJP,isalso test from Tughla-
likely to be kabad.
nominated Besides Verma
from and Bidhuri, Ha-
Majafgarh rish Khurana son

of former Delhi
Chief Minister Madal Lal Khura-
na could be fielded from Moti Na-
gar, Vishnu Mittal from Vishwas
Nagar, Manjinder Singh Sirsa
from Rajouri Garden.
Satish Upadhyay could be BJP's no-
minee from Malviyva Nagar:

Kailash Gehlot who recently swit-
ched from AAP to BJP is also likely
to be nominated by the saffron party
He wants to contest from Bijwasan
but BJP feels he should contest from
his existing seat Najafgarh.

Senior BJP leaders Vijay Goel and
Harshavardhan have also expressed
their desire to contest elections.

BJP chief Virender Sachdevais lik-
ely tofielded by the party, He could be
fielded from Kasturba Nagar or
Krishna Nagar assembly seat.

Sachdeva is scheduled to starta yat-
ra across Delhi from this week. The
yatraisaimed atgalvanising the par-
ty workers and launching partv's
campaign for the upcoming assem-
bly polls.

Meanwhile RSS has also started
holding meetings and its joint gene-
ral secretary Arun Kumar, stationed
in the national capital is looking af-
ter Sangh's coordination with BJE

Water Supply Will Not be Snapped to
Rohingyas in Jammu: J&K minister

Press Trust of India

Jammu: Amid an ongoing drive
against Rohingya Muslims here,
Jammu and Kashmir Jal Shakti
Minister Javed Ahmed Ranaon Sa-
turday said the water supply will
not be snapped to the slums hou-
sing the illegal immigrants, pen-
ding a call from the Centre on their
deportation.

Rana's statement came after Ro-
hingyas living on three plots of
land in Narwal area of Jammu clai-
med that their power and water
supply was snapped recently by the
administration.

“The government is duty-bound to
ensure water supply to all human
beings. We will ensure water supp-
ly to them (Rohingvas) on humani-
tarian grounds till the government
of India takes a call on their issue,”

Rana, who is also minister for fo-
rest, ecology and environment, and
tribal affairs, told PT1.

The minister said he will take up
the disconnection issue with the of-
ficials. “Water cannot be stopped to
anyone, it is the requirement of all
living beings,” the minister said,
expressing surprise over the alle-
ced snapping of water supply to a
few plots housing Rohingyas by the
department.

State Govt Rejected AP Power Officials Concerns Over Tarift

ANOTHER REJECTED PROPOSAL

NidhiSharma

New Delhi: Andhra Pradesh Po-
wer Coordination Committee
(APPCC), the lead power procurer
for state's power distribution
companies, had flagged high ta-
riff and expected delays in 7000
MW solar power project and so-
ught a sweeter deal for the state
but these were steamrolled.

A detailed report on procurement
of solar power under SECI's manu-

facturing-linked solar

scheme,

sent to Andhra Pradesh energy se-
cretary by APPCC and accessed by
ET, shows that concerns were rai-
sed before the signing of power
supply agreement with Solar Ener-
gy Corporation of India Limited
(SECI). However, these concerns
were rejected and state govern-
ment went ahead with the deal offe-
red. One of the concerns was on ta-
rift of ¥2.49 per unit offered by Ada-
ni Green Energy Limited (AGEL)
and Azure Power India Private Li-

mited (APIPL). Accordingtothere-
port, APPCC had said, “Since the
projecis are outside the state, the
tariff should be inclusive of basic
customs duty as stipulated by the
Government of India and trading

The then-Andhra govt had rejected APPCC
suggestion that SECI re-negotiate tariff of
tranches for 2025 & 2026 as per then prices

margin of SECI..." APPCC had al-
so suggested that SECI should re-
negotiate tariff of tranches that
would come in September 2025 and
2026 as per the prices prevalent
then. These suggestions were re-

jected by the state government.

As the present N Chandrababu
Naidu-led TDP government is po-
ring over the documents related
to the controversial solar power
project, it hasfound that the tariff
does not include basic customs
duty, GST and transmission los-
ses, The tariff could well turn out
to be T3.80 per unit. With solar po-
wer prices down, if Andhra Pra-
desh were to buy power today, it
would bebetween 2.56 and 2.6 per
unit(all inclusive).

Rahul Gandhi on taking out amarch
in Markarwadi seeking the use of
ballot papers in elections.

While MVA MLAs have boyvcot-
ted Saturday’s swearing in, they
have indicated that they will take
oath on Sunday.

SPMLASTAKEOATH

Meanwhile there was division wit-
hin the MVA opposition alliance
on the issue with SP's Abu Asim
Azmi and Rais Shaikh deciding to
swear in on Saturday. Azmi poked
holes in MVA's EVM manipulation
theory, saying that the defeat of the
coalition was due to no coordina-
tion among the allies.

X2 wa G _THIRD EYE_

Wedding
Costs Party
Membership

Recently dis-
missed from
the party,
Rampur-based
BSP politician Narendra
Sagar said he was suspended
because his son wed a Samaj-
wadi Party MLA's daughter.
His son Ankur married Ku-
sum, the daughter of Alapur
SPMLATribhuvan Dut. The
wedding was on November
27,and the reception wason
December 3rd. Akhilesh
Yadav, the SP president, was
among the guests at the
celebration. Sagar claims
certain local BSP leaders
forwarded the imagestothe
party leadership, and he was
suspended from the party.

Sparking
Many Jokes
Among MPs

The money
sejzed from
Abhishek Manu
Singhvi's seat
on Friday has sparked many
jokes and laughter among
MPs, who are concerned that
anyone can now put any
offensive itemon their seat
and they will be held ac-
countable. Abdul Wahab, an
|IUML Rajya Sabha MP, joked
with BJP MP Rajiv Pratap
Rudy that maney had fallen
from hisseat and even
offered him a demonstra-
tion. Rudy, who has made
significant contributions to
the Constitution Club, hasa
positive connection with
MPs from allparties.

Kundarki Win: BJP Feels It Has Turned The Panna on Minority Support

BJP candidate Ramveer Singh's inclusive work, out-of-power SP leaderships inability to help and desire to connect with govt works for party in seat with 65% Muslims

Sanjay Singh

Muslims are divided mainly into
three groups: Turks, who claim to be
non-converted Muslims; Sheikhza-

well asown agriculturalland and run
commercial establishments. Sheikh-
zadas, who also own lands, are main-

re development, as they feared poor
development may cost them when

lim voters here. Muslims played acti-
ve roles as panna pramukhs, booth

kendras during the BJP’s prepara-
tions for the by-poll.
Thakur has been working hard sin-

dually. So, hewasneveruntouchab-
le for Muslims in Kundarki.”
At Virpur village, Haji Mehboob

they face elections in future. presidents, booth palaks and the con-
It took more than three decades for  venor of the shak-

BJP candidate Thakurtobuildhispo- i N

litical eredibility among

the Mus- 5

Kundarki (Moradabad): The Kun-
darki assembly constituency stood
out among the nine that went to bye-
election in Uttar Pradesh recently.
The BJP got the seat, which has 65%
Muslim voters, for the first time in 3
decades. Thakur Ramveer Singh won
with a margin of 145000 votes
from the constituency previo-
usly held by Samajwadi Par- |
ty'sZiaur Rahman Barg, who
is now the Sambhal MP Kun-
darki is part of the Sambhal *

ce 2007 to woo Muslim voters. He en-
tertains both Muslim and Hindu vo-
ters at his residence to hear their pro-
blems, and distributes sewing machi-
nes, buffaloes and blankets to the
poor people of both communities, He
enjovs full support of chief minister
" Yogi Aditvanath inthisarea.

Thakurremainsavailableforus

das, who are converted Muslims and
OBC Muslims such as Dafali, Nai,
Dhobi, Badhai and Teli.

The Turks, who politically and eco-
nomically dominate the area, appa-
rently saw their business interest,
The Sheikhzadas, who match with
the population of Turks, had per-
haps the poor political representa-

tion in their mind. These two
¥ communities seem to have
! influenced the decision of
%. OBC Muslims, and the
. BJF bageed votes

said he had sought help from Tha-
kurfortheissuanceof his passport
for the Haj pilgrimage. “He took
personal interest. I got my pas-
sport,” he said.

Farukh of Saijana village said Mus-
lim voters have realised that there is
nochanceof development by sending
an MLA from the opposition camp.

1 24 hours, said a former gram All BJP's 15 panna pramukhs
pradhan of Sihorabaje, a villa- " J in Asadpur village are Mus-

ge in Moradabad’s Mundha | o lims, said gram pradhan Mu-
t ! jeebul. “Our village has a

ly associated with farming.

Political representatives at the gro-
und level were in full support of the
BJP candi- date to en-

e —

! Muslims actively took part
as panna pramukhs, booth . N

leaders, and shakti kendra
sl convenors for BJP

Pande block. “He contes-

Lok Sabha constituency, k- . ted the assembly elec- high number of truck ow-

There were several fac- #‘q; of all the three tions in 2007, T ners and drivers. We cam-
tors which contribu- — groups, 2012 and 2017 v paigned in favour of
ted to the BJP's victo- I ' Turks domi- and Muslim Thakur in different vil-
ry in this Muslim-do- i nate the votes  for lages. Thakur mainta-
minated constituen- Fopia | transport bu- him incre- .- ins personal connect
cv In Kundarki, ¥ esSe——__ w siness,  as ased gra- | T v withus,” he said.
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BOTTOM LINE

ONLINE FRAGRANCE SALES SURGE 25-30% IN PAST 1 YEAR

The Scent Lingers
on India’s e-tail

Perfume Counters

Apoorva Mittal

Mumbai: India’s perfume mar-
ket iswilnessinganupswing, fu-
elled by rapid growth in saleson
ecommerce platforms, attrac-
ting foreign brands to launch
their premium and luxury frag-
rances here and local playvers to
expand their offerings.

Online sales have surged 25-
30% in the past one year, said
Manish Gupta, chief executive
of Titan's Fragrances and Fas-
hion Accessories Division,
triggering a sudden spike in a
market that he estimates is
now worth 4,500 crore.

“The hockey-stick curve is
startingnow in the perfume ca-
tegory,” Gupta said, highligh-
ting the rapid market evolu-
tion from basic deodorants to
sophisticated fragrances.

Tomeet thisdemand, the Tata
Group company launched an
extensive range of perfumes
priced across a price range
starting from¥699goinguptoa
premium Oud collection pri-
ced from 74,995,

Retailers like Nykaa and Reli-
ance’s Tira too have reported
strong growth in premium frag-
rance sales, boosted by accessibi-
lity, consumers’ increasing glo-
bal exposure and personalised
shopping experiences. Young
consumers, say industry insi-
ders, are increasingly gravita-
ting toward luxury brandslike Jo
Malone and YSL and niche
brands such as Maison Margiela.

Growing demand for premium
products has led to several in-
ternational playersentering the
market. While French perfume
house Diptyque made its India
debut earlier this month, luxu-
ry fragrances distributor Bac-
carose Perfumes & Beauty bro-
ught global brands, including
Billie Eilish, The Merchant of
Venice, M.Micallef and Tory

Burch to the local market.
The premium and luxury seg-
mentsregistered 14-15% growth

by value in 2023, according to
Gupta, though he clarified that
this could be due to an increase
inprices that have shot up by 15-
2% inthis category.

The growth in the premium
and prestige category is parti-
cularly evident in distributor
Baccarose Perfumes’ financial
performance infiscal 2024. The
Mumbai-based company’s net

ISTOCK

re up from ¥6.38 crore in FY23,
while total income rose 77% to
T639.77 crore, according to its
filings sourced from business
intellizence platform Tofler.

Transformative moment

The luxury fragrance market
is no longer confined to metro-
politan areas. Cities like Pune,
Chandigarh, Jaipur and Indo-
re are emerging as significant
markets for premium fragran-
ces, with consumers increa-
singly viewing luxury scents
(priced 7,000 and above) as ex-
pressions of personal identity,
said Baccarose Perfumes di-
rector Kadambari Lakhani.

“India isexperiencingatrans-
formative moment in luxury —
where rising affluence, global
exposure, and a heightened
sense of individuality are sha-
ping the demand for internatio-
nal brands,” said Lakhani.

In the next two vears, Lakha-
nisaid, his company will focus
on introducing new niche and
luxury brands as well as high-
demand luxury brands. It is al-
soplanningtoincrease itsmar-
ket presence through part-
nerships with new retailers
such as Tira, Nykaa Luxe and
S8 Beauty, At present, the com-
pany has more than1,200direct
points of sales and supplies to
11 ecommerce platforms.

Major retailers are aggressive-
Iy expanding their presence in
the premium fragrance space.
Nykaa reported 74% growth in
prestige fragrances between the
firstquartersof FY22 and FY25.
It is aiming to increase its mar-
ket share in prestige fragrances
to 19% by the end of this fiscal
yvear from 10% two years ago.
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Mumbai: Mahindra & Ma-
hindra will rebrand its elec-
tric SUV as “BE 6" from “BE
ge”, after InterGlobe Aviation
thatownstheairline IndiGofi-
led a trademark infringement
case against 1t over the name.
Inthe meanwhile, the automa-
ker would contest the brand
rights of BE be, the company
said in a statement Saturday.
The SUV is expected to go
on sale in February 2025 and
Mahindra said it “would not
like to get distracted” from
its wvision of popularising
electric transport in India™.
InterGlobe Aviation last weelk
filed a lawsuit against Mahind-
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What's In A Name! M&M Rebrands e-SUV

Calling InterGlobe’s claim unseemly, Mahindra & Mahindra says it will contest trademark infringement issue

ra Electric Automobile in the
Delhi High Court, claiming
that it owned the trademark for
‘6E," which is also the Interna-
tional Air Transport Associa-

tion call sign for IndiGo.

In a statement on Tuesday,
InterGlobe said, “6K" 15 1fs
registered trademark and
anintegral partof its identi-
tv for the past 18 vears. Any
unauthorised use of the
“6E™ mark, whether standa-
lone or in any form, consti-
tutes “an infringement of
IndiGo’s rights, reputation,

and goodwill”, it had said.

Mahindrasaid, itfindsitun-
seemly that two large, Indian
multinationals should enga-
ge in a distracting and unne-
cessary conflict when they

Our Bureavu

the assessees arenot traceable, 8.60
lakh crore where there are not ade-
quate assets attached for recovery

pressed concern that in about 85%
of indirect taxes and nearly 65% in
direct taxes, the outstanding amo-

Alphabet Rejig

Mahindra says

& e -

e BT

v
o -

HEMANT L

should be championing each
other's growth and expan-
sion. “We are hence taking
thedecision to brand our pro-
ductthe'BE®',"” itsaid.

“The claim by IndiGGo is ba-

seless and if’ not challenged,
will set an unhealthy prece-
dent of monopolising alpha-
numeric 2-character marks,
despite our mark being dis-
tinctive and different. This

unts were difficult to collect.
While the income tax department
has made an action plan to recover

terface

New Delhi: The outstanding tax = tions, the report, theoutstanding taxdemand of T15 cluding subprime and new-to-
demand of the income-tax depart- I-T dept's tabled in Parlia- lakhcrore, whichiscollectible, the credit borrowers, to access for-
ment has grown more than four- outstanding ment, highlighted. committee has asked the CBIC to mal creditfor thefirst time, accor-
fold to®42 lakh crore as on October taxdemand Incaseof theCentral make a proper plan to recover the dingtoareport.
1 this vear, from 710 lakh crore in grows Board of Indirect Tax- outstanding indirect tax. In regions with high UPI adop-
2019-20, according toareportof the fourfold to es and Customs The committee also flagged that tion, loans to new-to-credit borro-
parliamentary standing commit- 42lakhcr (CBIC), thearrearsha- every third sanctioned postin both wers grew 4% and to subprime
tee on finance, Of thisamount, 27 asonOct1, ve risen to more than tax bodies was vacant, highligh- borrowers by 8% , said the report,
lakh crore is flagged as difficult to 2024 from 426 lakh crore in ting that in some posts, there were titled Open Banking and Digital
recover by the department. z10lakhcr 2324 fromover .02 100% wvacancies and even for the Payments: Implications for Cre-
The dues sought by the depart- in2019-20 lakh crorein FY22. crucial post of inspector of central dit Access. The average size of a
ment include 85.42 lakh crore where Thecommitteeex- excise, therewere 7,744 vacancies. fintech loan was 27,778 — about
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enabled underserved groups, in-

seven times the rural monthly ex-

“Fintech lenders scaled rapidly,

will be enormously constrai-
ning for all companies across
industries and sectors. We
will thus continuetostrongly

Mahindra dropse, | Indigo’s lawsuit BE 6e specific o :
renames its EV restraints Mahindra to its electric SUV gg?;gﬂéu'fﬁ glﬁtcﬁjuﬁi ;ﬁgﬂ;;:d
model BE 6 from using the brand 6e ﬁnrzfulm H:HIII name BE 6e,” Mahindra said.
Indigo says ‘6’ mark | IndiGo claims it ®| diﬁtilﬂ ?u:.. y Mahindra revealed its elec-
is an integral partof | infringesonits | =&Y Wdica marl: tric origin $UVs BE 6e and
its identity forthe | trademark and coulc XEV 9 on November 26. [t has
past 18 years __misleatl CONSUMErs applied for trademark re-

gistrationunder class 12

(vehicles)for “BE6e" as

apart of itselectric ori-

gin SUV portfolio, the
company said.

“The mark ‘BE’ is already
registered with Mahindrain
Class 12, and it stands for our
‘born electric’ platform un-
derpinning the BE 6e,” it sa-
id in the statement.

(UPI) has significantly

ire, it added.

==

=

03

Clarifying its position, the
maker of XUV700 and Thar
modelssaiditsmark is“BEGe”,
not the standalone “6E.” *We
believe it differs fundamental-
ly from IndiGo’s ‘6E°, which re-
presents an airline, elimina-
ting any risk of confusion.”

In 2015, Tata Motors and In-
terGlobe got locked in a legal
tangle over the use of brand
name IndiGo by InterGlobe.
Tata Motors had objected to In-
terGlobe using the IndiGo
mark, given its Tata Indigo car
brand. InterGlobe continuesto
use the mark IndiGo in a diffe-
rent indusitry and business,
Mahindra said. “*We therefore
findtheirobjectionto*BE6e'to
be inconsistent with their own
previous conduct,” it said.

Tough to Mop Up Taxman’s Outstanding Demand

andmorethan¥2lakherorestuck in
companies facing insolvency proce-
edings or liguida-

UPI Enhances Credit Base

NEW DELHI Unified Payments In- increasingtheir loan volumes by 77
times, far outpacing traditional
banks in catering to smaller under-
served borrowers,” the report said,
addingthatdespitethecredit surge,
default rates did not rise, showing

that UPl-enabled digital transac-

tion data helped lenders
expand responsibly

The report pointed out
that between 2015 and

2019, fintech loans to subprime
borrowers grew to match those of
banks, with fintechs thriving in
high UPl-usageareas. The afforda-
bility of digital technology played
a critical role, enabling widespre-
ad UPILadoption. — Our Bureau

Poonawalla
Fincorp CTO
Quits Citing

Harassment

MUMBAI Poonawalla
Fincorp chief techno-
logy officer Dhiraj Sax-
ena has left the compa-
ny citing “harassment
and un-necessary in-
terventions” by thechi-
ef human resource of-
ficer, the company said
in a notice to stock ex-
changes. December 3
was Saxena’s last wor-
King day He had resig-
ned on September 6. 1
resign due to harass-
ment and un-necessa-
ry interventions of
the CHRO which is
impacting me in ma-
naging the IT func-
tion effectively and ef-
ficiently™ Saxena sa-
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<2,364 (R DEAL

Paytm Parentto
Sell 5.4% Stakein

Japan Co PayPay
to Soft Bank

QOur Bureau

Bengaluru: Oned7 Communications
(OCL), which runs digital payment
platform Paytm, has announced that
it 1s selling its 5.4% shareholding in
Japanese payment company PayPay
for ¥2,364 crore, or nearly $280 mil-
lion, to SoftBank.

In a stock exchange filing on Satur-
day, the Noida-based fintech said the
shares will be transferred to Soft-
Bank Vision Fund 2. Through the de-
al, PayPay will be valued at ¥1.06 tril-
lion (37 billion approximately).

On Friday, Paytm in another stock ex-
change filinghad said Oned7 Commumni-
cations Singapore, the subsidiary enti-
ty through which the shares of PayPay
were held, had passed a board resolu-
tion to undertake this sale. This comes
after Paytm divested its entertainment
and ticketing business Paytm Insider to
Zomatofor 2,048 crore. The PayPay sta-
ke salewill add to Paytm’s cash pile.

In the September quarterly results,
the company had announced that it has
a cash reserve of around 710,000 crore.
Paytm CFO Madhur Deora had then sa-
id once the core business becomes cash
positive, the board of directors will take
acall on what to do with their reserves.

In a statement to the press on Satur-
day, Paytm said the board of Paytm
Singapore approved the sale process
as 1ts shares have created significant
value for the company:

Muntazir Abbas

New Delhi: The ministry
of electronics and I'T (Me-
11¥)hasasked Meta to pre-
vent WhatsApp-origina-
ted peskv messages and
calls, many of which lead
to financial frauds.

“We have taken it (scams
issue) up with Meta. This
15 a4 continuous process,
They (scamsters) will ke-
ep discovering newer wa-
vs, making people worry,”
MeitY secretary S Krish-
nan told ET.

Lately, there has been a
rampant misuse of What-
sApp. a popular instant
messaging (IM)and voice-
over-1P(VoIP)service pro-
vider, by scamsters for
sharing dubious content,
which led to users being
conned., The telecom re-
gulator had sought Mei-
tY's intervention to check
financial frauds perpetra-
ted through OTT plat-
forms, sincesuchappsare
regulators under the IT
Act and don’t fall under
the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India(Trai).

Krishnan further said the
government is in a regular
dialogue with stakehol-
ders particularly Meta and
added that users also need
io be cautious and raise
complaintseven inthecase
of mobile app WhatsApp.

“If there is some wrong
content. thereisaprocess.
TheIT rules require these
companies to have a grie-
vance officer with whom
users can raise issues.
They can raise it either
within the app or outside.
In case, the issue is not de-
alt with, thereisalsoagri-
evance appellate commit-
tee,” said Krishnan.

Theministry of homeaf-
fairs (MHA)driven Indi-
an Cyber Crime Coordi-
nation Centre (I4C) has

Farmers’ Bodies
Meet FM, Seek
Higher PM-Kisan Aid

NEW DELHI Farmers' associations and
other stakeholders in the agriculture
sector on Saturday submitted a raft of
proposals to the government, including
doubling of the PM-Kisan income sup-
port to$12,000a vear, review of the mini-
mum support price (MSP) regime, che-
aper long-term credit and lower taxes.
In the customary pre-budget consul-
tation meeting with finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, they highligh-
ted challenges in the sector and pus-
hed for greater financial relief and
market reforms. Separately, the FM
met representatives of MSME and
other related stakeholders,
- 0Our Bureau

Meta Asked to
Curb WhatsApp
Related Scams

There has been rampant misuse by
scamsters for sharing dubious content

id. - Our Bureau
LR AR RN IR AR AN

blocked nearly 59,000
WhatsApp accounts used
for digital frauds, union
minister of statefor home
affairs Bandi Sanjay Ku-
mar Tuesday informed
the Parliament.

Duringitsactionagainst
unsolicited commercial
communication (UCC)
earlier this vear, Trai had
asked MeitY to probe and
prevent calls and messa-
ops sent out by scamsters
using WhatsApp.

@ rrauD ALerT

We have taken
itup with Meta.
Thisisacontin-

UOUS Process

SKRISHNAN
Secretary, MeiTY

“WhatsApp calls at pre-
sent are being looked at by
Meit¥, so on that we have
already written to the mi-
nistry, saving that Trai is
already working in respect
tovoice callsand SMS, and
requested them to take
appropriate action,” Trai
chairman Anil Kumar La-
hotihad told ET recently

The fraudsters have been
abusing the messaging
platforms to lure users by
posingastheorganisersof
a lottery or Bollywood ac-
tor Amitabh Bachchan-
hosted Kaun Banega Cro-
repati (KBC) show, among
others.

The modus operandi in-
cludes asking for screen
share and taking remote
access of a smartphone to
steal personal data, and in
other cases asking for OTP
to swindle money from a
bank account.

FORFULLREPORT,GOTO
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Every person® whose tax liability for the F.Y. 2024-25 as reduced by tax deducted/
collected at source is ¥10,000/- or more is liable to make advance tax payments.

MODE OF PAYMENT

Taxpayers can pay advance tax both online & offline. e-payment is mandatory for
all corporates and for those assessees whose accounts are required to be audited
u/s 44 AB of the Income-tax Act, 1961.
e- payment is convenient for other taxpayers also as it ensures correct credit.

SCHEDULE FOR PAYMENT OF ADVANCE TAX

Due Date
1) On or before 15" June, 2024
2) On or before 15" September, 2024
3) On or before 15" December, 2024
4) On or before 15" March, 2025

Amount

15% of the Advance Tax payable
45% of the Advance Tax payable

75% of the Advance Tax payable
100% of the Advance Tax payable

Short/Non-payment or deferment of payment of Advance Tax will result in levy of interest.

Income Tax Department

Central Board of Direct Taxes

f @IncomeTaxindiaOfficial ® @incometaxindiaofficial (in

TAX NOW

cBC15401/13/0009/2425

*Persons who opt for the presumptive taxation scheme for FY 2024-25 are required to pay advance tax in one payment by
15" March, 2025. Additonally, Senior citizens (individual aged 60 or more) are not required to pay advance tax if they do not have
any income from business or profession.

For more information
scan QR Code

Income Tax India Official
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Maida-less in India
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AsS consumers crave smart snacking, companies are coming up with ‘better-for-you’ products sans refined flour & palm oil

Apoorva Mittal
& Lijee Philip

ruti Modi’s kitchen

shelvestell astory Over

the past 10 months, the

Mumbai-based market-

ing professional has

been systematically re-
placing her pantry staples such as
pasta, bread and instant noodles with
brands that promise better nutrition-
al value. The change was motivated
by a desire to improve the health of
her seven-yvear-old daughter “1 want
hertoenjov all her favourite foods, but
in healthier versions,” says Modi.
“Surprisingly, we haven't had to com-
promiseon taste,”

New brands are capitalising on this
craving for healthier foods. They
are offering snacks and pan-
try essentials that are
“better-for-vou” (BFY).
These are not entire-
Iy free of preserva-
tives buthavelessor
no sugar and re-
fined flour:

While products
that are free of pre-
servatives face chal-
lenges like a short
shelf life and, theretore,
limited retail availability,
these BFY options offer a middle
ground. These include maida-free
bread and bhujiamade with healthier
oils.

These brands are relying on substi-
tutions: groundnut oilreplacing palm
oil, besan or millet flour standing in
for refined flour, and natural sweeten-
ers like coconut sugar and jaggery
taking the place of refined sugar:

“*The 100% health brands catertothe
top 1% of consumers, while the BF'Y
brands target the top 5-10%,"” says
Revant Himatsingka, who is better
known by his Instagram handle @
foodpharmer and is the creator of the
campaign “Label Padhega India”.
“Some brands strive toeliminate eve-
rv ingredient that i1s potentially
harmful, which sounds great in theo-
ry, but it significantly drives up costs.
Sometimes, it’s more practical—and
impactful—to focus on be-

ing ‘better for you’ than
aiming for perfection.”

| WINNING OVER MOMS
. Atatime when health

S brands

s "-i::,*s Kk have

- ﬁ?iﬁp-ﬂ‘-’.- ¥ strug-

’ e - gled to

- scale,

'}- t;::me of

- these BFY

. brands have

- found the
WickedGud (2011),

MUMBAI

Funds Raised: $2.1 million

Products: Moodles, pastas
and chips free of maida and
palm oil. Instant noodles not
fried but steamed and dried

If you cancreatea

win-win where Kids
get their favourite food
and mothers canserveit
without second
thoughts, you are
solving areal problem.
Mothers will choose
these snacks because of
the ingredients, and they
don't mind payinga
premium for
that peace of
mind
BHUMAN DANI
Founder & CEO,
WickedGud
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SMART
SNACKING
ININDIA

Smart snacking
market is growing

1.2X Faster

than traditional snacks
in terms of value

Source: NielsenlQ

target for marketing their products-
moms. “We looked at categories
where there is conflict between kids
and mothers, Since kKids dictate con-
sumer behaviour, mothers end up
domesticating junk,” says Bhuman
Dani, founder and CEO of Mumbai-
based WickedGud, which sells non-
fried instant noodles that do not have
maidaand palmoil. “If youcancreate
a win-win where kids get their fa-
vourite food and mothers can
serve it without second
thoughts, vou are solving areal
problem. Mothers will choose
these snacks because of the in-
eredients, and they dont mind
paving a premium for that
peaceof mind.” /

This strategy reso- -
nates with entrepreneurs like
Ruchika Agarwal, founder of direct
to-consumer (D2C) brand Banter,
which produces nut butters such as
almond butter, peanut butter and
cashew butter without oil and sugar;
Herlargestcustomer base is mothers
who are aware of nutrition and want
to inculeate good food habits in their
children. The brand began to target
mothers in a big way in 2022, “People
want to snack mindfully and to re-
duce the negative aspects of every-
thing they consume,” says the
Hyvderabad-based founder

Even celebrities are entering the
market. Former cricketer Yuvraj
Singh recently launched Twiddles
that offers healthier spreads and
snacks. “While indulgent snacks are
still popular; there is a clear shift to-
wards healthier, more conscious

snacking options,” says Singh.

SNACKING BOOM
A Nielsenlt) report called
“Snacking Habits —From
Mindless to Mindful” says India
ranks second in the Asia-Pacific
region in the rate of growth of the

Therise in awareness

around health and
nutritionis driving
demand for better-for-
vou brands, but it also
raises the bar. Consumers
want snacks that check all
the boxes—taste,
healthand
convenience
MEGHANA
NARAYAN

Cofounder,
Wholsum Foods

snacking market , after Myanmar on
a smaller base, The report also high-
lights that one in five snacks now car-
ries a health-related connotation.
While metro cities lead the trend in
smart snacking, its growth is equally
noticeable in rural areas and smaller
towns. Nielsenl@'s Trend Spotting
survey identifies the key drivers of
smart snacking in India—health ben-
efits, nutritional content of snacks
and a growing preference for ingredi-
ents like multigrains, nuts, dried
fruits and antioxidants.
Accordingto“Sweetness Score” sur-
vey by Zvdus Wellness’ Sugar Free,
nearly 40% of respondents said they
always read food labels for sugar con-
tent. This growing focus on label
transparency reflects the evolving
preferences of mindful eaters.

CHALLENGES AHEAD

[t 15 not easy, though, for the new
brands. They arefacing a tough fund-
ing market and scalability challenges.
Thev are also up against FMCG gi-
ants in the food industry I'T'C, Zydus,
Marico and Parle are all doubling
down on the healthier food category,

Message in a Cola Bottle

Can cola brands that try to ride the anti-US sentiment in
the wake of Hamas-Israel conflict play the long game?

Ambi Parameswaran

(Gaza Cola is a new cola brand
launched in the UK with the prom-
ise of sending all its profits for re-
building Palestinian hospitals. The
brand is trying to exploit an anti-US
sentiment in the light of the
Hamas-Israel conflict. Mecca Cola,
launched in France in 2002, was
probably the first to take an anti-US
stance by going after the big
American cola boys.

Why do protests pick the sugary
drink for their single-minded atten-
tion and do these strategies work?
Remember what Gita Mehta ex-
pounded in her book Karma Cola—

In this digital age the more
ubiquitous symbols of
America should be Google,
Facebook, Instagram,
WhatsApp, X, etc. But
consumers who use these
see the posts of their

own family and friends—
America is invisible in
these digital brands

the packaging and mass marketing
of unigque Indian offerings (voga,
meditation, ete) can be equated
with the marketing prowess of cola
brands.

Areweseeingthe opposite of this,
with colas being equated to ‘adhar-
ma’ in a sense?

Let us unpack this bit by bit, or sip
by sip, starting with a look at reli-
gion and consumer behaviour,

Religion and consumer behaviour
has been a topicof great interest to
me. In fact my PhD thesis was on
how religiosity can affect the way
we choose and consume products
and services. Surprisingly, religion
has not been a hot topic among con-
sumerresearchers. While there are
some pioneering work done by re-
searchers like Elizabeth
Hirschman of the University of
Virginia, you will not find hun-
dreds of researches on the topic.

Why, yvou mayv ask? For one, reli-
gion is seen as a taboo topic, not to
be asked, at least in a market re-
search interview. Readers of this
paper may be surprised to learn
that the US census does not collect
religious affiliation of the respond-
ents. In India we have been collect-

ing religion information for the last
90+ years.and this year there is a
debate on more granular informa-
tion to be collected about the re-
spondents.

What does the existing research
done on religion and consumer be-
haviour point to? Religiosity can
be studied from two angles. One is
the religious affiliation (Hindus,
Catholics, Protestants, Muslims
etc). The other is the intensity of
religious belief, or how actively re-
ligious is a person. The research
one could access did say that
across Catholics, Protestants,
Muslims, Jews and Hindus, there
were some differences in the way
they decide on their purchases. For
example, Muslims and Jews were
geen to be more innovative and ad-
venturesome in their purchase
decizions. The research I did in
India did not show any major dif-
ference across vari-
ous religious
cCoOnsumers
when it
came to pur-
chase of
consumer
durables.
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ITC is launching a range of .
Bingo! Popped Chipsthathas %
no palm oil. Says Kavita
Chaturvedi, COQ, snacks &
noodles, food division, ITC
Litd: “While taste remains
the critical factor in snack-
ing, other aspects such as
ingredients, processing and
macro-nutrients are start-
ing toplay arole in consum-
er decisions owing to
changing lifestyles and
nutritional habits,”

Parle’s Nutricrunch, its
premium range of health
biscuits, uses millets as
well, It contributes to
10% sales and is likely to
account for 25% in the
premium range in five
Vears.

Tarun Arora, CEQ of
Zydus Wellness, says thereisa
marked shift towards mindful eating:
“While the bulk continues to be tradi-
tional snacking, more and more con-
sumersare looking at balancing taste
and health.” With the acquisition of
Rite Bite and Max Protein, Zyvdus
plans to expand its footprint in the
healthy snacking space.

Consumers are increasingly aware
about nutrition but they are not will-
ing to compromise on taste, which
makes the sector more challenging
for companies,

How good are the better-for-vou
snacks? Dr Parmeet Kaur, chief dieti-
tian at the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences in Delhi, says while
substitutes for sugar offer to satisfy
sweet cravings without added calo-
ries, their effect on health is still a
topic of debate and research studies
are inconclusive, She adds that the
quantity of cooking oil for an adult
with a sedentary lifestyle should be
limited to 20-30 grams daily.
“Snacking should be approached

But there was a significant differ-
ence between those who were high-
Iy religious and those less religious;
the more religious were more de-
manding from brands than the less
religious.

When it comes to consumer prod-
ucts like drinks and soaps, vou
would imagine that religious affili-
ation and religiosity should have
less of an influence (barring food
products that have been explicitly
banned). There are food restric-
tions across religions. Muslims pre-

Twiddles (2024),
GURGAON

Funds Raised:
Pre-seed, undisclosed

Products: Almond and walnut
chocolate spreads and
pocket-sized bites made
without palm oil, and with
less sugar

While indulgent
snacks arestill
popular, thereisa
clear shift towards
healthier, more
conscious
snacking options
YUVRAJSINGH
Cofounder, Twiddles

with balance, by focusing on whole
foods, such asroasted or boiled chana,
nuts and seeds, fresh fruits and vege-
tables instead of over-processed alter-
natives. It's also important to read
food labels to support your dietary
needs and look for foods.” The key ,
she says, 1s to foster healthy dietary
habits early in life.

“The rise in awareness around
health and nutrition is driving the
demand for BFY brands, but it also
raises the bar. Consumers want
snacks that check all the boxes —
taste, health and convenience,” says
Meghana Naravan, cofounder of
Wholsum Foods, whose brands like
Slurrp Farm and Mille sell millet-
based cookies, noodles and cereals for
kids and adults. Founded in 2016, the
company crossed an annualised rev-
enue run rate of #100 crore.

Mayvank Shah, VP Parle Products,
says it was difficult to incorporate
millets in digestive biscuits but they

fer food products labelled *halal’.
We don't know if Muslim consum-
ers boycott products that are not
labelled halal. Other categories
also ride the halal wave. There are
several cosmetic brands that are
halal; ['Oreal even has a factory in
Indonesia that is halal-certified.
Theuse of financial products and
services also have a religious fla-
vour. Given that usury 1s averse to
Islam, there has been a growth of
what is called ‘Islamic Banking’
and there are Shariah-compliant

Targetingofcolasis morea
protest against what is seen as
American imperialism. Mecca
Cola, launched in France in
2002, was probably the first to
take an anti-US stance by going
after American biggies and
Gaza Cola has been launched
inthe UK with the promise

of sending all its profits to
rebuild Palestinian hospitals

have managed touse them in cookies.

While some of the young brands
have raised capital, thev have yvet to
build efficient, profitable businesses
or go mainstream. Recently, news
website Inc42 reported that Reliance
Consumer Products was acquiring
D2C snacking startup TagZ Foods for
728 crore in what seemed like a dis-
tress sale. It was reported that TagZ,
which sold potato chips free of palm
oil, halted production a few months
ago as it was struggling to scale its
business.

Zoeb Ali Khan, vice-president of
early-stage consumer fund Sauce.ve,
saysthereare twostagesof consump-
tion. “If yvoulook at market size, indul-
gence category rules the roost, Take
burger and pizza companies or ice-
cream brands. These categories have
seen a significant growth as consume-
ers earn money and prioritise spend-
ing on indulgence,” he says, adding,
“Once that phase of indulgence sub-
sides, as consumers become more ed-
ucated, they transition into the BFY
segment, moving toward healthier
options.” S0 while indulgent brands
continue to grow rapidly, the better-
for-vousnacksmarketissecondaryin
seale, “India is amassive market, and
itwill take another five toten yearsfor
this segment to mature and deliver

While the bulk
continuestobe

traditional snacking,
more and more
consumers are
looking at
balancing taste
and health
TARUN ARORA
CEO, Zydus
Wellness

financial products in several coun-
tries with significant Muslim popu-
lation. Some mutual funds, even in
India, offer compliance with
Shariah guidelines by not investing
in specific types of companies like
those involved in alcohol produc-
tion. It may surprise readers that
devout Muslims are often averse to
insurance products.

Financial products are high-in-
volvement purchases. At the other
end of the spectrum are low-in-
volvement products such as soft
drinks, chewing gum and deodor-
ants. Does religion have any role in
the purchase of these products?

While there is no published re-
search on the topic of religion and
consumption of specific brands of
soft drinks and chewing cum, there
is ample evidence to show that co-
las are targeted not because they
are or are not halal, or are high-in-
volvement. The targeting of colasis
more a protest against what is seen
as American imperialism.

I suppose brands like Coca-Cola
and MecDonald's are seen as sym-
bols of America that a common
consumer can identify with. In this
digital age the more ubiquitous
symbols of America should be
Google, Facebook, Instagram,
WhatsApp, X, etc. But consumers
who use these see the posts of their
own family and friends—America
is invisible in these digital brands.

Then there is Coca-Cola, Pepsiand
McDonald’'s. There is even the
“Golden Arches Theory of Conflict

zm
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Banter (2020),
HYDERABAD

Funds Raised: Bootstrapped

Products: Mut butters free of
palm oil, sugar, preservatives

People wantto
snack mindfully
and reduce the negative
aspects of everything
they consume
RUCHIKA

broader outcomes,” he says.

Aditi Handa, cofounder and head
chef of The Baker's Dozen, which
makes artisanal, handmade prod-
ucts, savs, companiesneed tobalance
quality and cost to grow in this space.
“Consumers are willing to pay a
small premium for genuinely healthy
products, but only up to a point.
Creating a product that is truly
healthy, fits the consumer’s budget
and works for the business isa tough
balance to strike, but is something
that every brand needs to learn to be
able to grow,"she says, Last vear, the
company made 245 crore in revenue
and is on track to hit an annualised
rateof 8590 crore.

QCOMM SPARKS GROWTH

Brands are tapping quick commerce
channels to expand reach.
Consumers are experimental and
this is a segment that prompts im-
pulse shopping.

The Health Factory, known for its
zero-maida bread, says itsquick com-
merce sales are 75% of its total vol-
ume, an 80x growth in more than two
yvears. “Our channel strategy of pri-
oritising quick commerce has been a
game-changer, enablingustoachieve
significant market penetration by
leveraging the extensive reach of
these platforms,” says Vinay
Maheshwari, founder and CEQ, The
Health Factory

Consumers are munching away—
and there is no stopping them.
Saugata Gupta, MD and CEO of
Marico, says the snacking market is
poised foramassive growth driven by
the popularity of convenience food,
implementation of quality standards
by FSSAI and the penetration of
ecommerce companies and distribu-
tion channels, The Indian consum-
er's preferences are continually
evolving. Marico’s Saffola Oats deliv-
ered a mid-teen growth rate, while
relatively newer franchises like True
Elements, which has a range of
healthy breakfasts, and Plix, with a
plant-based nutrition portfolio, have
maintained an accelerated growth,
adds Gupta.

The BFY brands havetobe better for
themselves as well. As food inflation
squeezes consumer wallets, their
ability to transition from niche to
mainstream will depend on striking
the right balance between nutrition
and taste. They have to manage pro-
duction costs without compromising
on quality and persuade value-con-
scious consumers that the health

benefits are worth the premium.
The outcome of this delicate bal-
ancing act could redefine India’s
snacking landscape in the vears
tocome.
apoorva. mitial 1w
timesafindia.com

T LR TR AR TR TR TR

Prevention”. This theory was pro-
posed by writer Thomas Friedman
in his 1999 book The Lexus and the
Cilive Tree, That theory has been
violated multiple times in the re-
cent past.

When a consumer is sipping
a can of Coke or Pepsi, he
or she is not just sipping a
highly carbonated, high-
sugar drink, but they

are sipping a little bit of
America itself. And that bit

of fantasy has stood the test
of time and will endure

Thelaunch of Gaza Colaisalsorem-
iniscent of the cola brand Double
Seven (Satatar) that was launched in
1977 by the Morariji Desai-led Janata
government, after it booted out Coca-
Cola. The brand was marketed by the
government-owned Modern Food
Industries, makersof Modern Bread.
The brand fizzled out just like the coa-
lition government that launched it.

My surmise is that these anti-
Colie brands may not be able to play
the long game. Quite simply, whena
consumer is sipping a can of Coke
or Pepsi. he or she is not just sip-
ping a highly carbonated, high-sug-
ar drink, but thev are sipping a lit-
tle bit of America itself. And that
bit of fantasy has stood the test of
time and will endure.

The writer isan independent brand
coach & founder of Brand-Buildingcom
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Flower Power

in the Hindi Heartland

rowds totalling two lakh, plen-
ty perched atop light towers
and hoarding scaffoldingsfora
better glimpse of the action,
cops waving lathis across po-
lice barricades.

That was the scene at the trailer launch
which flagged off the promotional tour for
actor Allu Arjun’s Pushpa 2: The Rule, the
highly anticipated sequel of the Telugu
movie Pushpa: The Rise(2021).

It isn't just that the launch of a movie
trailer drew such hordes. It is that all this
was unfolding 1,100 km from Hyderabad,
in the quintessential heartland of Hindi
Patna—that makes it astounding. Patna
may seem a strange choice for a Telugu
blockbuster’s opening salvo, Not so in the
India of 2024, and not for those who have
been observing the decades-in-the-making
rise of Telugu potboilers in its home mar-
ket and beyond, and the simultaneous
weakening of mainstream Hindi movies,

ET spoke tofilm academics, distributors,
seasoned journalists, entertainment com-
panies and others to explain the seamless-
ness with which dubbed Telugu movies
became the teoast of Hindi heartland audi-
ences, culminating in Allu Arjun’s party
in Patna.

THE PREQUEL

The journey to Patna began in the late
19905, and with one phenomenon — multi-
plexes. That was the start of the alienation
of the mass audience from the main-
stream Hindi cinema, which changed con-
siderably in subsequent years.

What worked in the smaller confinesof a
multiplex was a certain genre of storytell-
ing that clicked with urban audiences,
which a new bunch of film-makers who
grew up in urban environs could instantly
identify with.

This contrasted with their predecessors,
whose points of reference were different
and whowere far more grounded and aware
of the world beyond the urban bubble.

They knew of the concerns and realities
and dreams of people of almost all classes
and derived a great deal of raw material
trom life, literature and lived experiences.

Consequently, their films cut across
classes and geographies. Even movies like
Vidhu Vinod Chopra’s Parinda (19389),
which appealed to the urban audience,
struck a chord with the masses because of
the universality of its storytelling.

That’s not quite how it worked in the
world of multiplex movies.

Avijit Ghosh, a veteran journalist and
author of Cinema Bhojpuri, points out,
“There was an explosion of a feel-good
cinema which had sensibilities and style
of narratives which worked with urban
audiences.”

The rise of multiplexes changed
the plot. That was the start of
alienation of the mass audience
from mainstream Hindi cinema.
The new wave focused more on
western culture and aesthetics

The new wave focused more on western
culture and aesthetics. It also catered tonon-
resident Indians (NRIs) to a great extent.

Anupama Chopra, editor, The Hollywood
Reporter India, points out, “There are
mainstream Hindi films which are set
abroad and speak a language which the
masses cannot understand or relate to.”

For instance, the aesthetics of thriller
writer James Hadley Chase showcased in
Johnny Gaddaar(2007) may not work with
the masses, with their markedly different
language, ideological references, world-
view and jargon. Simply put, the single-
screen audience could not identify with
thiscinema.

Thisled to the disappearance of the com-
moner from mainstream Hindi films, re-
sulting in the dwindling of those quintes-
sential mass entertainers.

Brijesh Tandon, a film exhibitor from
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh regions, says:
“The masses want stories which contain
multiple emotions, easily hummable mu-
sic, and stories which can be watched
along with families.”

Such movies were made solely with the
intent to entertain. Movies like Ghayal
(1990), Krantiveer({1994) and Ghatak (1996)
are prime examples.

As Dr Sanjay Ranade, associate profes-
sor, department of communication and
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What'sthe secret sauce that makes viewers in Patna and Varanasi devour
tales from-Sheshadri Hills and Godavari Valley? Rajesh N Naidu dives into the
fascinating world of Telugu masala movies and investigates the mysterious

_ disappearance of the quintessential Hindi blockbuster
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journalism, University of Mumbai, un-
derscores, “Hindi cinema as an alterna-
tive does not exist for the Hindi heartland.
There is no entertainment in Hindi cine-
ma. It is time for Hindi cinema to shut op-
erations and go in a thinking mode.”

That is quite the indictment.

MASS ENTRY
It is inthe nature of economicsthatwhen
there is demand, supply will find its way.

The journey of dubbed Telugufilmsinto
Hindi heartland began with television,
and interestingly, piracy.

Ira Bhaskar, who taught cinema studies
at Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNL),
explains, “Oneof the reasons why dubbed
Telugu films clicked with Hindi heart-
land audiences is piracy. They were hard-
Iv released officially in the northern re-
gion.” In many areas, she says, local
stores supplied dubbed Telugu films on
pen drives.

Those who viewed one wanted more.

[t had the cultural elements they craved
for—the larger-than-life hero, action,
themes, storvtelling structure.

The preeminence of the hero stood out
in Telugu cinema.

Author Mukesh Manjunath in his book
The Age of Heroes: The Incredible World
of Telugu Cinema observes, "All Indian
film industries have produced stars,
megastars and superstars. But one peculi-
arity differentiates the Telugu film indus-
tryv from others: Telugu films do not pro-
duce stars, they manufacture ‘heroes’.”

Concurring with this thought, script-
writer Jaidev Hemmady points out,
“Telugu films have a typical larger-than-
life hero who has adevil may care attitude
which strikes a chord with the North hin-
terland audiences whereas mainstream
Bollvwood has become too politically cor-
rect.”

Sarrainodu(2016) is an example of this. In
that movie, Gana, the hero, played by Allu
Arjun, is aformer army major who does not

When there is demand, supply
will find its way. The journey of
dubbed Telugu films into Hindi
heartland began with TV, and
interestingly, piracy. Local stores
supplied films on pen drives

tolerate injustice. The story contains almost
every trope that clicks with the Hindi heart-
land. The setting is a village. Gana is aman
of principles. He is fearless. He fights for the
have-nots and the oppressed.

Gana is the template for the hero the
Hindi heartland craved for:

Bhaskar explains, “The Hindi heartland
audience go for characters ratherthan ac-
tors since they donot know them well. So,
the narrative of oppression, fight for jus-
tice and action genre are elements in
dubbed Telugu films which work.”

The angry voung man for the modern
age then.

) ﬂ_ huge crowd gathered to, .
i s L | seeactors Allu Arjunand -
s o " Rashmika Mandanna -
L | at the trailer Launch of
& .+ «° Pushpa2inPatna
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PLOT TWIST
What also worked is the folktale structure
Telugumovies tend to follow

Take for instance, the dubbed Telugu film
Don No. 1(2008), a cult hit in the Hindi
heartland. The film unfolds like a folk tale.
surya, the film’s hero, kills his parents’
Killer. He wins because he is righteous.

As Manjunath notes in his book, “All
mainstream Telugufilms are foll tales. Not
just the actions of these heroes, even the
themes and tropes in these films stem from
and are steeped in folk traditions.” He adds:
“The hero (in Telugu films) does not sur-
vive because he is the hero; he is a hero be-
cause he survives.”

This kind of storvtelling gives not only a
sense of rootedness but also provides a
great deal of familiarity in its setting for
the Hindi heartland audience.

As Avijit Ghosh points out, “Tropes such as
a zamindar with a henchman or a mother
pining for a son seen in old Hindi films are
quite present in dubbed Telugu films. These

MOST WATCHED
DUBBED TELUGU FILMS

iDubbed Telugu Film  Views (inm)

Nenu Sailaja (2016) 630
Sarrainodu (2016) 483
Dear Comrade (2019) 415 .
Mr.Majnu (2019) 353 m
Vunnadhi Okate Zindagi (2017) 309 mm
Brindavanam (2010) 264 mm
Race Gurram (2014) 175 =
Magadheera (2009) 174 =
Amar Akbar Anthony (2018) 147 =
lddarammayilatho (2013) 146 =
Don No.1(2007) 130 =

Source: Goldmine Telefilms

stereotvpes create a senseof familiarity with
the underclass as they have been missing
these elements in commercial Hindi films.”

Over the years, dubbed Telugu films also
have exhibited a structure which has worked
well with non-Telugu audiences, reflected in
thefilm’s pace and editing to its music.

Sanjay Ranade of University of Mumbai
reckons that there are four key parameters
which make dubbed Telugu films work in
the Hindi heartland. They are slapstick
comedy; crisp editing, engaging music, us-
ing interesting techniques and sound and
action-oriented scenes.

“In this manner, dubbed Telugu films
have been creating more expansive narra-
tives which are more generalised,” he says.

Another aspect is their production value,

Manish Shah, owner of Goldmines

Telefilms, a
ANATGMY oF YouTube channel
THEHERO

with more than
101 million sub-

Eﬂ?ﬂ;ﬁnmni;ﬁ;gma" scribers, which
& showcases
# Foiksy charm dubbed southern
¢ Larger-than-life action languages films
¢ Fights injustice shares, “In

dubbed Telugu
films, money is
invested in films
and not in stars.
As a result, the
production value
of these films is
top-notch, which
enhances their entertainment quotient.” He
adds, “Largely, there is not much vulgarity
which makes them suitable for collective
viewingespecially with family™

Add copious amounts of dishoom
dishoom.

Most of these movies being action oriented
alsohelpcutacross geographical boundaries
and appeal tothe Hindi belt, says Bhaskar.

Ghosh adds, “Despite modern action
sequences, Telugu films have retained
these elements. Also, these films have a
certain degree of earthiness with
which the Hindi heartland audience
identifies. The character Pushpa is a
case in point. He is a throwback to an
old hero. One can imagine a person
from eastern Uttar Pradesh or Bihar
emulating Pushpa’s swagger”

# Rises up for have-nots
# Fearless

¢ Funny bones

# Dances the hook step

# Caste and Class Dynamics
¢ Family asabindingunit

THE CLIMAX

Mo wonder then. as a seasoned event man-
agement professional puts it, the Hindi
heartland is now home turt for Telugu he-
roes. “There is nothing unusual about Allu
Arjun promoting Pushpa 2in Patna.

Telugu films have simply managed to
achieve the masala entertainer grammar
seen in mainstream Hindi films of direc-
tors Manmohan Desai and Prakash Mehra.

The Hindi heartland audience is a mass
audience. It helps that the composition of
the audience in Telugu-speaking states is
not materially different.

The undivided Andhra Pradesh has
been a cinema-loving state. This is re-
flected in the number of single screens
(largely associated with the masses) in
the state. According to the Film
Federation of India, the number of sin-
ole screens in undivided Andhra
Pradesh was 2,809, The only other state
with a similarly large number of single
screens is Tamil Nadu (1,546).

As more and more Telugu films become
bolder and bigger in their technique, scale
and grandeur, will this sustain?

Let's wait for the third installment of
Pushpa.

rajesh.naidu@fimesofindia.com
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Lijee Philip

There used to be a time when
Sunday morningrides perched atop
expensive motorcycles was the pur-
suit of the few uber-wealthy,
Thosedavsareslowly disappearing

Grow Up. Rev Up. Gear Up.

India’s biking scene Is maturing, opening up for more adventure, and certainly a lot more business

23,457
20,288

customers understand their motor-

THEYEAROFTHEBIKE  cvclesbetier and receive training to
Sales for Jan-Sept 2024 be safer riders, says Parmar:
Category in cc for units sold Ducati has run training pro-

grammes on the racetrack, and at
offroad adventure parks. For 2025, it
planstoroll out DRE Road Academy
across five cities, teaching riders

in the rearview mirror. After years of
trudeging along insecond gear, India’s
superbike scene is maturing and
moving intoa higher cog, finally
Fuelled by increase in disposable
income, a steady stream of launch-
es, and affordability enabled by
easy access to credit, there are a lot
more higher cubic capacity {(cc)
bikes being sold in India now, to a
larger number of folks than before.
sales of motoreyeles above 600cc
are zooming, touching 28,036 units
for January to September period,
according to Jato Dynamics data.
Premiumdealershipsreport buyers
are increasingly voung professionals
in their 30s, often from tech and fi-
nance, whoview superbikesasbotha
passion and a statement, said Ravi
Bhatia, president, Jato Dynamics.
Motorbike companies have been
on the pulse. They have launched
more accessible superbikes cater-
ing to specific needs, allowing rid-
ers to upgrade gradually.

A HIGHER GEAR

A major trigger for the uptick?

Buyers shifting from being casual

riders to adven-
E.. ture enthusi-
i asts, willing to

“ . spend on

A
| )

‘)

Full airbag riding

s

Suit - #4-5 lakh

~50,00

-
; -~

High-end heimets
< 0-200,000

higher performance.
Simultaneously, the country’s mo-
torcycle-as-a-hobby culture 1s mov-
ing past ‘ownership’ as the curren-
cy, to something more experiential.
India’s bikers are now looking for
horses for courses—specific motorey-
cles that can provide specific thrills,
whilst reflecting their personalities.
Nolongercontent with justridingfor
leisure, they're seeking outbikes that
promise adventure, community,
and unforgettable experiences.
“It's no longer about parking an
expensive bike in your garage,”
says Kochi-based Edwin
Punoose. “Today’s superbik-
ers are serious about their
craft — investing in training,
safety gear, and building genu-
ine connections within
the community,”
says this 55 year
old, who is await-
ingdelivery ot
Harley-
Davidson
Forty Eight.
Few embody
theshift more than
Sanket Raykar.
When he bought his
first motorcycle aged
18, it was a

irbags (street/race)
+ 35,000-70,000

1 ]

1 %
wl

i

budget-friendly, entry-level ma-
chine. At 30, he found himself in a
Ducati dealership, eveing the 959
Panigale. After getting a tasteof a
track motorcycle, he upgraded to
BMW G5 Adventure Tourer 1250¢c,
and followed it up recently with a
Ducati Hypermotard 1000cc.
“ldidn’t think I'd be here so soon,”
Raykar, now 38, admits. “But after
attending a few community rides
and seeing what these bikescan

® 8 do, I just had to upgrade... It's

about the different genres, the
experience, the journey,” savs
Ravkar, who just came back
from a tour of Italy

0
Specialised boots
s+ 65,000-120.000

SR

Knee braces —
+48,000-90,000

That attitude is driving upgrades.

Mayvank Khatan (39), recently up-
graded from a Ducati Monster821toa
BMW (5 1250, “Easier to cruise on
the highways with these refined high-
ercehbikes,” savs Pune-based Khatan,
who does frequent road trips from
Pune to (Goa, Surat and Bhopal.

“The expectations and preferenc-
esaredifferent as we movefrom one
product segment to another,” said
Vikram Pawah, presidentand CEQ,
BMW Group India.

Duecati’s upward trajectory in
the 500cc+ segment simi-
larly reflects the de-
mand for premium
offerings. “"We S8
have achieved
double-dig-

it growth

'8 I
Body armour
+35,000-90,000

in 2024, surpassing our internal tar-
gots and market expectations,” said
Bipul Chandra, MD, Ducati India.

RIDING IN SYNC
It'sanew erafor the biking world, one
where passion and luxury meet the
open road. Brands like BMW, KTM,
Duecati and others are recognising
this shift and responding with tai-
lored offerings, exclusive events, and
Immersive community rides.
“Our customers are a regular part
of BMW Motorrad safaris, week-
end escapes, training and track
days. In 2024 alone, over 72
expeditions will
be held through
gafaris and
weekend
& cscapes,”
' adds

7137

350-400 400-450

76
450-500 500-550 »600

Pawah, pointing out thatdemand for
BMW Motorrad bikes from the
G00cc-1800ce segment has increased

bv around 140%, in last five vears.
“We see more track days where
these motorcycles are used on a
closed racing circuit in safer condi-
tions. There is huge growth in ad-
venture travelling,” said Baljit
Parmar, India representative of
KTM Motorcycles, which is cur-
rently running a 14-day tour in
Nepal. “Tt was sold out within hours
of being announced,” said Parmar,
Several brands offer professional
training programmes to ensure
safe riding. BMW Motorrad runs
1ts own motorcycle training pro-

grammes across the country.
KTM has also invested in a mo-
tocross training facility in
Bengaluru. It also has a com-
prehensive programme called
KTM Pro-XP which curates ex-
periences that help

1]

P 4

F 3

i Gloves - ¢ :

up to <35,000 "9 .-
e L r_‘

Source: Jato Dynamics I"

the fundamentals of ridinga super-
bike, making them safer and more
confident on the road.

“Our Great Himalayan Dream
Tour was a standout initiative this
yvear, bringing not only members of
Ducati Owners Club (DOC) Pune to
the Umling La Pass, the highest mo-
torable road in the world but also
blending adventure, rider marshals,
backupservices,” said Chandra.

GEAR-ED UP!

As the super biking culture grows,
brands are introducing high-quality
riding geartailored to Indian consum-
ers. Companies like Ducati, BMW
Motorrad, KTM, Harley-Davidsonall
sell premium gears including jackets,
helmets and boots, Riders are also in-
vesting inaccessories.

The accessories in demand reflect
the core values of these brands.
Take forinstance, the Akrapovic for
Ducati exhaust systems (meant for
track use only), which while im-
proving performance, adds a dis-
tinctively throaty exhaust note,

As the sun sets on another week-
end of riding, it's clear that India’s
superbike culture is now a lifestyle
that demands dedication, rewards
passion, and builds lasting bonds -
one kilometre at a time.

TN
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WHAT LIES BELOW STAR CITY MALLDOESN'T MATTER IN THE HERE AND NOW

For those whose patriotism for Mayur Vihar Phase 1in East Delhi knows no bounds, news that there may be forces bent on destroying the neighbourhood'’s ‘eternal symbol’ is disturbing

i L=
L L

=3,

to time when AQI levels and India’s
precarious circus economy permit.
SCM’s 40,000 sq ft of atrium space,

feelings towards Mayur Vihar Phase.
Patriotism, for reasons that have to
do with taxes, votes, and rationalis-

had only a common Patris or father-

land’. In other words, unsophisticated
enough not being able to develop one’s

claiming that underneath Star City
Mall there apparently lies an ‘ancient
structure’ thatneedstobe ‘reclaimed’.

INDRAJIT HAZRA

Star City Mall is the pride of East Del-
hi's Mayur Vihar In fact, it’s the pride
of East Delhi without most people liv-
ing in Yamnapaar thinking of it as
such. (Ask anv resident of Paris’ 7thar-
rondissement of what they think of the
Eiffel Tower and you’ll get the picture.)

As ashopping mall, it’s not quite Mi-
lan's Galleria Vittorio EmanueleII. In
fact, with no department store, there's
not much to shop at Star City. There's
no cineplex either, although a travell-
ing circus does pitch its tent in the
hardscrabble field behind it from time

outof atotalareaof 2.51akhsqft, was
once touted to house the biggest Re-
liance supermarket in Delhi-NCR.
Didn’'t take off. An
branch still conducts business as if
it'sa Chase Manhattan branch onthe
Upper West Side that never got the
memo about being gobbled up by
JPMorgan 24 years ago.

But today, SCM's singular USP lies
in the plethora of liquor shops it con-
tains, arguably the highest per sq ft
density in the country, Thoughtfully,
it even has one store exclusively for
women. While not quite abuzz with
life as it was till the early 2010s, its
cheek-by-jowl private liquor stores,
ancillary
drinks shops, few functional ATMs,
one CCD outlet, and idiosynceratic es-
calators makeitaliving mall.

If Mayur ViharisIndia, SCM, for what-
ever it's worth, is its Taj Mahal. It's the
visible symbol of my intense patriotic

HDFC Bank

namkeen-chips-cold

ing shortcomings of the state, has
come to mean the feeling of love, de-
votion, and a sense of attachment to
a country - ‘my country’, since there
seems to be some unwritten rule
against being patriotic towards ‘an-
other’ country, In this restricted

As a mall, it'’s not quite Milan’s Galleria Vittorio
Emanuele Il. There’s not much to shop at Star City

form, such adefinition of patriotism
makeslittle sense.

Theword ‘patriot,’like ‘patriarchy,’
comesfromthe Greek ‘patrios’, or‘of
one’s fathers’
with the Bengaliphrase targetedata
busybody: "Tor baaper ki?’ (*"What is
it to vour father?’). Infact, according
to Finnish historian Aira Kemilai-
nen, patriotism was ‘applied to bar-
barians who were perceived to be ei-

ther uncivilised or primitive and who

not to be confused

ownbondswithaplace, sohavingtore-
Iy on the easy template of ‘pitribhu-
mi’.

As it happens, my father’'s associ-
ation with Mavur Viharishighly tenu-
ous. He has been here only a few times
while visiting me in Delhi. And yet,

what I feel for Mayur Vihar is what we
are exhorted to feel for India: love,
fondness, belonging. Now exiled from
MYV, it's the entity, both in space and
idea, that1am nostalgic about. Not for
thecity wherelwasbornorgrewupin,
or, for that matter, any city at all, but
this stretch of Yamnapaar -- And its
gquarter-century-old eternal symboaol,
Star City Mall.

S0, imagine my shock when I learnt
that some ragtag organisation was

This being the first week of December,
the 32nd since 1992, my discomfort has

been translated into mental images of

the destruction of the Sheila Dixit-era
Star City Malltoreinstallan HEL Bha-
gat-erarestaurant under it.

Something always lies above something
else. So, itstands toreason that something

else always lies buried below something.
Cities like Delhi and Rome are built upon
layers and layers of historical remnants.

Asareneighbourhoods, which arefareas-

ier, less unnatural to give one’s heart to
than wholesale nation-states. So, whether
there are remnants of a tandoori restau-
rant destroved during the Emergency on
top of which Star City Mall today stands,
or idols of deities buried within Jama
Masjid in Old Delhi, what holds yvour gaze
and heart is what vou see now. No matter
how much the mall footfall has fallen and
the mighty despair.

indrajit.hazra@timesofindia.com

ARE YOU A TOURIST OR TRAVELLER?

The idea of being ‘first’ or ‘authentic’ while exploring the world is inconsequential - what matters is the experience itself

SEN & SENSIBILITY

1 &Y

Ah, My Beauty
Past Compare
(With the Present)

62-yr-old Demi Moore plays the role of
her life in this body-horror feminist take

What is the price you would pay for eternal youth
and adulation? Would you live in limbo for two
weeks every month, so that vou eould vicariously
live through a younger, fitter, more beautiful ver-
sion of yourself in that time? Demi Moore’s come-
back film, The Substance, tackles that question
head-on.

Themovieisafabuloustakeontodayv's obsession
with beauty, quick-fix weight loss, and cosmetic
ireatments, as well as pressures on female celebri-
ties. Director Coralie Fargeat takes the body-hor-
ror genre and makes it a — decidedly unsubtle -
commentary on feminism.

The coup d'état is to cast Moore, one of the fittest
and most beautiful 62-vear-olds I have seen to play
the ageing and insecure star Elisabeth Sparkle.
When we meet Sparkle, she isa TV fitness guru.
Sparkleisinformed by her TV boss, anold manina
suit deciding what constitutes beauty, that she's
being put out to pasture and replaced by a younger
model.

What follows is how Sparkle decides to try ‘the
substance’, which will allow her a taste of youth.
How will this happen? Fach instalment of the
‘substance’, which has vials, syringes, and elixirs
that must be injected, is delivered in brown card-
board packages to a post-box — without needing
any human interaction. The Kit comes with multi-
ple warnings, much like Ozempic and Mounjaro
that reportedly make many users nauseous and
have bouts of diarrhoea.

Mooreinjects herself withaliquid which creates
avoungerself -MargaretQualley'scharacter, Sue

who climbs cut of her body in a gruesome scene
in which Moore’s back splits down her spine. The
procedure is completed by inserting an IV shot of
nutrients labelled ‘FOOD’ every dav. Every week
the two selves must switch to regenerate, leaving

one version comatose while the other steps out in-
tothe world.

Litte sachets of what looks like glucose liquid
marked as ‘FOOD’ are not unlike the newly pop-
ular glutathione IV drips and injections, which ce-
lebrities and anyone so inclined can take for "skin
whitening, reducing pigmentation, and maintain-
ing overall skin health and hyperpigmentation.’
Glutathione is injected straight into yvour blood-
stream through an IV for 20 minutes - and voila,
vour skin and hair do look vounger. Slight side ef-
fects are mild nausea and sometimes a rash. But
who cares about nausea and the runs as long as
vou look like Snow White with Scarlett O'Hara's
waistline?

The storyline takes a twist when Moore’s voung-
er self gets greedy and doesn’t want to hibernate
for a week, and instead starts stealing more and
more time in the real world - ageing Moore’s body
like Dorian Gray’'s painting. It all ends in a tri-
umph of body horror,

What makes this film effective is the fact that
while unreal beauty standards have always exist-
ed for women and female celebrities, never hasthe
cult of unreal youth been as celebrated as it is to-
day. We have made national icons of Bollvwood
and industrialist wives who celebrate the use of
botox, fish sperm facials, and facelifts, while nev-
erlifting a book to read. Nip, tuck, lift, inject. Thin
women with stretched, immobile faces trving to
be thinner while perpetually looking surprised.

The charm of The Substance lies in Moore's
bravery in choosing this as her comeback vehicle
at 62, stripping herself literally and figuratively
naked in the process. There is cleverness in cast-
ing her as an ageing celebrity who will do any-
thing to remain relevant, even though she looks
better than most women at 42. Who knew that this
was how we would all become women of sub-
stance?

MICHIEL BAAS

In the quintessential 1949 travel novel
The Sheltering Sky by Paul Bowles, an
elite American couple heads for the
North African desert to get as far away
as possible from everyvthing they have
ever known. The first time we ‘meet’
them is in an elegant coffee shop in the
company of a close friend, Tucker, their
plans unclear. The other day, waiting for
my coffee and a crogque monsieur at Ho-
tel de Paris in Tangier; I could picture
Bowles sitting in a corner observing
NEWCOMers.

In Bernardo Bertolueci’s 1990 movie
adaptation. Bowles features as the
narrator, already an elderly gentle-
man, giving the wisdom of his words
even more gravitas. He's seen it all.
‘Because we don't know when we will
die,” he says, ‘we get to think of life as
an inexhaustible well.” Yet, he insists,
everything happens only a very small
numberof times, and of those vouwill
remember even less. Travelling being
themost constant factor inmy lifelam
often reminded of these words.

After journeying across Morocco and
Tunisia the past few weeks, [ am cur-
rently in Saudi Arabia, campingoutina
non-descript hotel room overlooking

Jeddah's skyline while nursing a slight
fever, having picked up arather tiresome
cough in the desert. Having reread The
Sheltering Skv in Tangier, the character
of the husband, Port Moresby, hasstayed
with me the longest, his restless push to
seek out ever more remote destinations
touching a raw nerve.

Having sat down to discuss the inten-
tion to explore the Sahara Desert, at
some point, his friend Tucker remarks
that they must be the first tourists here
since the war. Port’s wife Kit is quick to
correct him by saving: "“We're not tour-
ists, We're travellers.” It is clear from the
start though that only Port truly envi-
sions himself as such. Tucker seeks

comfort over adventure while Kit just
wants to create a homely feeling.

The first time I visited India a particu-
larly popular novel among backpackers
was William Sutcliffe’s 1997 ‘gap year”’
novel, Are You Experienced? Its main
character, a British lad, who wasn't par-
ticularly interested in ‘discovering’ the
country to begin with, and his fellow
backpackers all seem to be in something
of a pissing contest to determine who is
the most ‘experienced’ traveller More
Indian than locals in dress and food hab-
its, they were determined not be seen as
tourists, which ironically often makes
them stand out even more.

Back in The Sheltering Skv, Porteventu-

After Port's death, Kit wanders off into the
desert and joins a Bedouin tribe, closing the

doors on a return home for good
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This New Year, Let’s All
Manifest, Mindfully

Examine your consumption choices - for your virtuous self, and for the world at large

SOFT LAUNCH

KANIKA GAHLAUT

Cambridge Dictionary has
chosen ‘manifest’ as its ‘word of
the year. I love 1t, It signifies an
immediate future we can active-
Iy steer toward our intentions.
It’s about making things happen
and embracingamindset of pur-
poseful action.

Coincidentally, I watched Buy
Now! The Shopping Conspiracy,
which just dropped on one of the
streaming platforms. The docu-
mentary examines our shop-
ping habits, exposes industry
double standards, and aligns
perfectly with the ethos of the
‘manifest’ collective. Its mantra
18 simple but powerful: buy less.

In the face of a global environ-
mental crisis, ‘manifest’ be-
comes a call to intentionality in
our collective actions.

The environment has long
been a cause for concern, both
ethically and scientifically That
a mainstream streaming plat-
form is addressing it, signals
that there has been a global shift
in mass priorities — even as gov-
ernments in developed and de-
veloping countries struggle to
take decisive action.

Terms like carbon footprint,
say no to plastic, global warm-
ing, sustainable fashion, and
sustainable food are no longer
confined to the jargon of envi-
ronmental scientists. Today
they are part of mainstream
conversations, understood by al-
most evervone. This widespread
awarenessisapromisingsignof
change,

On a personal level, I've been
trving to up my game. For vears,
I've been trying to go vegan after
almost a lifetime of vegetarian-
ism, a journey I began at 14, ['ve
also been making efforts to re-
duce my plastic use. Have |
achieved these goals fully? The
bad news is no. The good news?
I've become more mindful.

As the documentary suggests,
the act of buying less has been
my starting point. Some chang-
es were easy — like choosing cola
cans over plastic bottles, or car-
ryving a cloth grocery bag. Oth-
ers required more thought.
Beauty products, for example,
often come wrapped in lavers of
plastic. I've cut back, buying on-
Iv essentials. This winter, 1

It's easy to get
swept up in the
whirlwind of
consumption.
Because let’s be
honest — buying
feels good

Ng OFFENCE

ally contracts typhoid fever on a journey
pushing for an off-the-grid desert town.
seeking solace inthe rhythms of atroupe
of Berber musicians who he's convinced
will be able to drive the fever from his
body, he dies a lonely death in a bare mud
room. Kit seems knows she's been losing
him much longer than that though, his
death setting her free. Exiting through
the city’s gates, she wanders off into the
desert and joins a Bedouin tribe, closing
the doors on a return home for good.

Bowles's existential account of travell-
ing must have been partly influenced by
the travellers he would have encoun-
tered in Tangier, pouring over maps and
ouidebooks, the mysterious remoteness
of North Africa with its intoxicating
rhythms and arcane customs waiting to
be discovered.

Not too far from where Bowles lived
himself, the crisp-white tomb of Ibn Bat-
tuta can be found hiding in a residential
pocket of Tangiers’ medina, the "non-
European’ part of a northern African
city A Maghrebi explorer who lived be-
tween 1325 and 1354, Battuta travelled
across Africa, West Asia and even spent
time in India. Covering four times the
distance than Venetian traveller Marco
Polo, his writings continue to enthral
and offer a unigue insight into people he
met locally

While Bowles” novel is now some 70
vears old, Battuta’s writings go back
some seven centuries, His tomb 1s sur-
rounded by plump cats. They only ac-
knowledge visitors with the smallest of
meows. Barely taking a break from lick-
ing their paws and washing their pelts,
their haughty disinterest seemingly sug-
gests not to think that vou were here first.
Leave it to cats to set the record straight.

paused to consider the plastic
wrappers on the cough lozenges
I buy and asked myself: do I real-
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ly need to get these in bulk and

pop them like sweets? | decided
to buy less.

Then there's takeout. The sight
of all the plastic that arrives
with food delivery has made me
reconsider ordering in. These
days, I order food far less fre-
guently and only when neces-
sary.

Attempting veganism has
made me aware of how much
animal produce is hidden in ev-
eryday snacks — from pav bhaji
to pastries. On my evening
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walks to the market, | now opt

for shakarkandichaat, paanipu-
ri. and orange bars. These op-
tions are not only free of animal
products, but also healthier

than my previous indulgences.
It's not about changing the
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Fake Gibson
Guitars Seized

Guess what? Someone has been
playing a sneaky chord — faking Gib-
son guitars!

Yep, US Customs and Border Protec-
tion agents uncovered a shipment of
over 3,000 Gibson electric guitars at
the Los Angeles-Long Beach Seaport
last weelk. But here's the twist: every
single piece, part of a shady consign-
ment from somewhere in Asia, turn-
ed out to be counterfeit. If these gui-
tars had been the real thing, their to-
tal value would ve hitarock star-level
$18 mn. You heard that right! That's
straight from an AP report citing the
Customs' statement.

Why not? Gibson guitars are the
crowned jewels of rock ‘'n’ roll!

Take this for proof: in 2017, legendary
singer and guitarist Chuck Berry
was buried with his iconic red Gib-
son in an open casket. And get this
Eric Clapton once wielded a hollow-
bodied Gibson Byrdland to play the
soloon the Beatles’ ‘While My Guitar
Gently Weeps.”

Despite its star-studded legacy, even
Gibson hit a sour note. Isn't it?

True. The Tennessee-based brand,
founded way back in 1894, wasselling
over 170,000 guitars a vear when it
shockingly filed for bankruptcy in
2018. But like a true rock star, it didn't
stay down for long. The brand not on-
Iy survived but it fine-tuned its strate-
gv The company axed its unprofit-
able ventures but kept rocking with
its Gibson and Epiphone guitar lines.

But seriously, who's bold enough to
fake such legendary guitars?

That's a million-dollar question!
Messing with intellectual property
in the US can hit vou hard - a hefty
250,000 ineand up to 10 vears in pris-
on. The authorities haven't spilled
the beans on where these counter-
feits came from or who's behind the
operation.

For now, we'll have to wait for the in-
vestigation to hit its high note.
Text: Team Sunday ET

world singlehandedly, but about
contributing to a collective
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26 Watch Roman poet avoiding
river (5)
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not about feeling virtuous, but
confronting the unsustainable
ways we buy, consume, and dis-
pose of things. If we want to
change anything, it starts with
our own habits.

The small shifts matter, even if
they don't feel like much in the
grand scheme. Together, they
can manifest something power-
ful: a future shaped by intention-
al, mindful actions. Let’'s mani-
fest, mindfully.
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NOTRE DAME REOPENING TURNS INTO A DIPLOMATIC HIGH POINT

South Korea's
Yoon Survives
Impeachment

N SEouL South Korean
President Yoon Suk
Yeolsurvived an
impeachment vote in parlia-
ment on Saturday prompted
by his short-lived attempt to
impose martial law this week,
but the leader of hisown
party said the president
would eventually step down.
Yoon's People Power Party
boycotted the impeachment
vote, put forward by the main
opposition Democratic Party,
and the motion was scrapped
after not enough lawmakers
participated. After the vote,
however, PPP leader Han
Dong-hoon said the party had
decided that Yoon would
resign. - Reuters

Insurance Exec
Killer may have
Fled NY: Police

: NEW YORK New

York police said on
Friday they believe

the mansuspected of gunning
down a top health insurance
executive may have fled the
city on a bus following the
brazendaylight murder. The
development deepens the
mystery surrounding the
fresh-faced suspect, an image
of whom was released by
investigators Thursday and
who has now beenontherun
for almost three days. The
masked assailant was caught
oncameraentering a bus
stationina northern neigh-
borhood of Manhattan in the
wake of Wednesday's slay-
ing, but he could not be iden-
tified exiting the facility on
foot, aspokesman said. - AFP

Domestic
Replacements

»From Page1

LG India is the largest in home
appliances with 21,557 crore sa-
les. In contrast, Sony India mana-
ging director Sunil Nayyar's
package in FY24 was ¥7.62 crore
when it was less than one-tenth
the size of Samsung in India, whi-
le homegrown air-conditioner
manufacturers Voltas India MD
Pradeep Bakshi's last fiscal pack-
age was 7.2 crore and that of
Blue Star MD B Thiagarajan’s
was ¥11.24 crore, which included
commission as well.

Even in the auto industry, Indi-
an CEOs outstripped others in
moolah, For instance, market lea-
der Maruti Suzuki India's expat
managing director Hisashi Take-
uchi’s gross package was 5.1 cro-
re in FY24 while Mahindra & Ma-
hindra’s CEQ, auto and farm sec-
tors, Rajesh Jejurikar's package
was over 719 crore. Hero Moto-
Corp CEO Niranjan Gupta's re-
muneration was ¥10.84 crore last
fiscal. Some global companies
such as Sony and Panasonic, who
atone point had expats leading In-
dian operations, now have repla-
ced them with Indians.

“Expat CEOs take time to settle
in the Indian market and under-
stand the dynamies of business,
which is quite complex. A local
chief executive can add value in-
stantly” said the Indian chief ex-
ecutive of a leading MNC appli-
ance manufacturer,

Industry Set for New Launches

AP

Paris: French President Emmanuel
Macron welcomed Donald Trump to
Paris on Saturday with a full a dose
of presidential pomp as the two men
resumed the relationship they estab-
lished during Trump’s first term af-
ter afour-year hiatus.

Trump, the once and future Ameri-
can president, said the two would be
discussing a world that's gone “a lit-
tle crazy” as they met one on one be-
foreacelebrationof the reopening of
Notre Dame Cathedral five years af-
ter adevastating fire.

Trump's visit to France comes as
Macron and other European leaders
arefryingtowin Trump's favour and
persuade him to maintain support
for Ukraine in its defence against
Russia’s invasion. Macron's office
gaid that would be discussed as well
as the wars in the Middle East.

AsTrump arrived at the Elysee Pal-
ace, the official residence of the
French president, Macron went out
of his way to project an image of

ZELENSKYY PRAISES DENMARK, LAMENTS LACK OF DEDICATION FROM OTHER ALLIES

)

Macron Welcomes Trump in
Paris with Presidential Pomp

The future American prez says the two will be discussing a
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(From left) US President-elect Donald Trump, France's President Emmanuel
Macron and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Paris on Saturday. — AFP

close ties, posing for multiple hand-
shakes interspersed with plenty of
back-patting. Trump said it was “a
great honour” and talked about the
“great relationship” they have had.
At the palace, a grand red carpet
was rolled in the same way the

French welcome sitting American
presidents. Before they went inside,
Trump said, “It certainly seems like
the world is, going a little crazy right
now. Andwe’ll be talkingabout that.”

Ukrainian President WVolodymyr
Zelenskyy also then arrived and im-

world that

'sgone ‘a little crazy’

mediately joined them. The trio
posed for a picture but made no fur-
ther public comment before starting
the talks. Trump has pledged to end
the war in Ukraine swiftly but has
not specified how, raising concerns
in Kyivabout what terms may be laid
out for any future negotiations.

Macron, who has had an up-and-
down relationship with Trump, has
made a point of cultivating a rela-
tionshipsince the Republican defeat-
ed Democrat Kamala Harris last
month. But Macron's office nonethe-
less played down the significance of
the invitation, saying other politic-
ians not now in office had been invit-
ed as well.

The red carpet treatment, however,
was asign of how eager both Macron
and other European leaders are to
win Trump's favour and placate him
even before he takes office.

Democratic President Joe Biden
was invited as well but will not at-
tend. White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre cited a schedul-
ing conflict and said first lady Jill Bi-
den will represent the United States,

Ukraine Confirms Second
Danish Delivery of I-16 Jets

AP

Kyiv: Denmark has delivered a sec-
ond batch of F-16 fighter jets to Uk-
raine, President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyvy said on Saturday as he travelled
to Paris to meet with top politicians
and dignitaries.

In a message on Telegram, Zelen-
skvy praised Denmark and lamented
alack of dedication from otherallies.
“The first batch of planes provided
by the Danes are already shooting
down Russian missiles: rescuing our
people and our infrastructure. Now
our air shield is reinforced even
further;” he said. “If all partners
were so determined, we would
have been able to make Russian
terror impossible.”

The announcement comes as
Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia region
marks a day of mourning for 10 ¥
people Killed in a Russian attack
on Friday A further 24 peo-
ple, including two chil-
dren, were injured
when a missile
struck a loeal
service station,
said regional
Gov Ivan Fe-
dorov. Anoth-
er three peo-
ple Were

Volodymyr Zelenskyy

killed inastrikeon the Ukrainian city
of Kryvyi Rih on Friday Ukraine's
State Emergency Service said.
Addressing the attacks, Zelenslkyy
said that Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin did not seek “real peace”.
Putin “only seeks the ability to treat
any country this way, with bombs,
missiles, and all other forms of vio-
lence,”  Zelenskyy said. “Only
through strength can we resist this.
And only through strength can real
peace be established.” Zelenskyy is
due to meet other world leaders on
Saturday, including French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, at an event
in Paris celebrating the reno-
vation of Notre Dame Ca-
thedral after a devastat-
ingfire in 2019,
US President-elect Do-
nald Trump i1s among
those expected to be in at-
tendance, with European
¥ leaders keen to cultivate
the incoming leader's fa-
vour to persuade him to
maintain support for
Ukraine against
Russia’s three-
vear inva-
sion. It's not
clear wheth-
er Trump
will meet

Zelenskyy

Rewarding Experience

»» From Page 1

Mumbai-based supply chain fi-
nancing and working capital soft-
ware venture Veefin has introdu-
ced several incentives to make the
return-to-oifice experience re-
warding and engaging, said chief
HE officer Gitesh Karnik. These
include enhanced facilities by
way of upgraded office spaces,
breakfast and lunch on in-office
days at subsidised rates, free fun
Fridav snacks, onsite recreation
rooms and regular team-building
events tofoster collaboration. The
organisation is in the process of
introducing shuttle services.

“Our organisation follows a flex-
ible work-from-home policy whe-
re employees can work from home
on reguest. For the New Year, we
are reviewing the policy to balan-
ce operational needs and employ-
ee well-being ... the final plan will
be based on feedback from emplo-
vees and business requirements,”
Karnik said.

Flexibility can clearly drive per-
formance — with 64% of workers
saving they are more productive
working remotely, but it takes lea-
dership and transparency of out-
come, said Mercer’'s Singhal.

B2B ecommerce platform Bi-

zongo follows a hybrid work mo-
del, encouraging emplovees to
work from the office any 12 daysa
month. To encourage in-office
presence, it has introduced a
‘Work Away Credit’ policy.

Under this initiative, employees
who work from the office for 15 da-
¥s or more in a month earn Work
Away Credits, which can be redee-
med forflexible remote work sche-
dules, enabling better planning
around holidays, festivals, or per-
sonal needs.

“Since the launch of this policy,
there has been a 78% increase in
the number of emplovees working
from office for more than15davsa
month, boosting collaborative op-
portunities and team camarade-
rie,” said Aarfa Shaikh, associate
director, people success at Bi-
ZONEZO0.

EMPOWERING TEAMS

American software company In-
tuit follows a hyvbrid work model
where employees work 2-3 days in
the office each week. To make re-
turning to the office meaningful,
it has enhanced workspaces to
provide for more collaboration
and comfort; smaller teams have
the flexibility to decide their days
in office.

Prompt Action Sought from Creditors

»» From Page 1

Addressing stakeholders at the
event, Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) deputy governor M Rajesh-
war Rao called for an “enforceab-
le code of conduct” for the com-
mittees of creditors under IBBI,
arguing that their performance
in insolvency resolutions has be-
en “lacking in several aspects.”

In August, IBBI issued guideli-
nes for the committee of credi-
tors, stipulating how it needs to
conduct itself, but these were es-
sentially self-regulatory in natu-
re.

Rao also called on financial cre-
ditors to take “prompt action™ to
prevent further erosion of the
stressed firms' value, highligh-

G

ting that the time taken by them
to initiate the corporate insol-
vency resolution process is often
several months from the date of
default, “A significant amount of

value is lost during this period,
which ultimately impacts the re-
covery outcome,” he said.

The deputy governor also roo-
ted for a market-driven compen-
sation mechanism for resolution
professionals, instead of a regu-
lated one, given that managing a
firm under the insolvency proce-
edings requires specialised
skills, However, these professio-
nalsshould also possess the requ-
ired skill sets, as their expertise
materially impacts the outcome
of the resolution process, he ad-
ded.

“If an overall assessment of the
IBC is made, it shows a signifi-
cant level of traction as a recove-
ry and resolution mechanism,”
Raosaid.

Fitch Affirms Ukraine’s Rating
at Restricted Default Level

Reuters

Kyiv: Fitch credit rating agency
on Friday affirmed Ukraine's
long-term foreign currency sov-
ereign credit rating at ‘RD’ (re-
stricted default) as its war with
Russia drags past the 33-month
mark.

The agency also affirmed the
sovereign's ‘CCC+' long-term lo-
cal currency amid the ongoing
debt restructuring, aimed at eas-
ing its wartime financial pres-
sures. President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy, in late November; signed
into law Ukraine's widely con-
tested wartime tax increases,
raising the war tax for residents
to 5% from 1.5% . The tax increas-
es are expected to raise about 140
hillion hryvnias (83.4 billion) in
additional revenues next year to
fund Ukraine’s defence efforts.

Ukraine expectsto coverits bud-
opt deficit of about $38 billion
with financial aid from Kyiv's

Western partners as well as the
government’s domestic borrow-
ing. Despite the tax increase,
Fitch said it expects the general
government deficit to remain

DEFENCE DENTS

- General govt
= deficitmay
remain highin
2024and 2025 as de-
fence spending mounts
whileforeigngrantsare
anticipated tofall

high in 2024 and 2025 as defence
spending mounts while foreign
grants are anticipated to fall. The
rating agency said a peace agree-
ment is unlikely and expects the
war to continue into 2025,

Govt Assistance

»»From Page1

Surat currently has a monthly tur-
nover of about 00 crore. While it
largely deals in man-made fibre, the
cotton hubs in Tiruppur and Coim-
batore in Tamil Nadu, Ludhiana in
Punjab and Noida in Uttar Pradesh
are also expected toreap the benefits
of the developments in the neighbo-
uring country, he said.

“While we shall see some gains in
the short term, if the situation isca-
pitalised well, we should be able to
grow significantly in the garment
manufacturingsector,” said Gujara-
t1, “But that would also call for some
assistance from the government.”

The garment sector in Bangla-
desh has already been under pres-
sure and the country has reported

UNDER STRESS

Garment sector
in Bangladesh
hasalready
beenunder pressure and
the country hasreported
unrest among workers

unrest among workers due to fi-
nancial stress. Clusters in that co-
untry are located around Dhaka,
Chittagong, Gazipur, Ashulia, Na-
ravanganj, Khulna, Narsingdi
and Rajshahi. Dhaka and Chitta-
gong have been facing major un-
rest, while trouble has been repor-
ted from other areas as well.

In November, Swedwatch, a Swe-
dish non-profit organisation repor-
ting on business relations in develo-
ping countries, published a scat-
hing report on the garment wor-
kers’ plight in Bangladesh. It asked
European Union members to enfor-
ce stricter diligence to ensure the
protection of workers' rights.

The organisation also recommen-
ded global brands sourcing gar-
ments from Bangladesh to “avoid
contractual cascading or seeking
blanket assurances from suppliers,
but instead invest in meaningful sta-
keholder engagement when identi-
fying potential and actual impacts
and developing corrective action
plans™.

It suggested brands join hands
with trade unions for the better-
ment of workers, including targeted
training programmes. These are ex-
pected toensure better working con-
ditions and fair wages for textile
workers.

»» From Page 1

“Battery swapping technology in China
has reduced refuelling time to just five
minutes, providing a promising model
for the Indian market,” said Ravi Bhatia,

president, Jato Dynamics.

The MG Windsor EV a recent launch,
has been a key driver of growth for the
company. Launched with aunique batte-
ryv-as-a-service model, the Windsor EV
can be purchased at ¥.99 lakh. It separa-
tes the vehicle cost from the battery pri-
ce, allowing consumers to pay for the bat-
tery based on usage at the rate of ¥3.5per

Kkm.

two new EV models.

nificance of new energy vehicles to the
company's revenue and market sirategy.
Last month, Mumbai-based automaker
Mahindra & Mahindra made its first
full-fledged foray into India’s nascent EV
market with the introduction of two pu-
reelectric models. M&M plansto launch
three to five more models based on the
same vehicle architecture over the next
few years. The UV major is targeting li-
festyle buyers. [ts target is to convert in-
ternal combustion engine (1CE) to lifes-
tyvle EVs, aseniorexecutive said at there-
cent unveiling event. The maker of Thar
and Scorpio SUVs is targeting total
monthly sales of 10,000 units from the

‘Syrian Insurgents

have Reached
Damascus Suburbs’

Active in Maadamiyah, Jaramana & Daraya,
seizing key Syrian cities: A rebel commander

A member of
Kurdish-led
Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces
stands in Deir
al-Zor, after
US-backed
alliance led by
Syrian Kurdish
fighters cap-
tured Deir
el-Zor, govern-
ment’s main
foothold, in
Syriaon Sat-
urday.

— Reuters

AP

Beirut: Syrian insurgents have re-
ached the suburbs of Damascus as
part of a rapidly moving offensive
that has seen them take over some
of Syria’s largest cities, opposition
activists and a rebel commander
said on Saturday

Rami Abdurrahman, who heads
the Britain-based Syrian Observ-
atory for Human Rights, an oppo-
gition war monitor, said insur-
gents are now active in the Damas-
cus suburbs of Maadamivah, Ja-
ramana and Darayva. He said that
opposition fighters on Saturday
were also marching from eastern
Syria toward the Damascus sub-
urb of Harasta,

A commander with the insur
gents, Hassan Abdul-Ghani, posted
on the Telegram messaging app
that opposition forees have started
carrving out the “final stage”™ of
their offensive by encircling Da-
mascus. He added that insurgents
were headed from southern Syria
toward Damascus.

Earlier, the Syrian army with-
drew from much of southern Syria
on Saturday, leaving more areas of

the country, including two provin-
cial capitals, under the control of
opposition fighters. the military
and an opposition war monitor
said. The redeployment away from
the provinces of Daraa and Sweida
came as Syria's military sent large
numbers of reinforcements to de-
fend the key central city of Homs,
Syria’s third largest, as insurgents
approached its outskirts.

The rapid advances by insurgents
is a stunning reversal of fortunes
for Syria’'s President Bashar As-
sad, who appears to be largelv on
his own, with erstwhile allies pre-
occupied with other conflicts.

His chief international backer,
Russia, is busy with its war in Uk-
raine, and Lebanon’s powerful Hez-
bollah, which at one point sent
thousands of fighters to shore up
his forces, has been weakened by a
veariong conflict with Israel. Iran,
meanwhile, has seen its proxies
across the region degraded by Is-
raeli regular airstrikes.

The Syrian army said in a state-
ment on Saturday that it has car-
ried out redeployment and reposi-
tioning in Sweida and Daraa after
its checkpoints came under attack
by “terrorists.”

Trump’s NASA Pick
a Boon for SpaceX,
But to Face Hurdles

Elon Musk’s close ally Isaacman is likely to
spruce commercial side of space industry

Reuters

Washington: US President-elect
Donald Trump’s pick tohelm NA-
SA, a private astronaut and close
ally of Elon Musk's SpaceX, is a
central ficure of a speedy, com-
mercial-focused side of the space
industry who would face unfa-
miliar political challenges as an
administrator:

Jared Isaacman, the CEO of pay-
ment processing company Shiftd
Payvments, has made landmark
visits to space on two ambitious
SpaceX missions, including the
first-ever privately funded space-
walk in September:

In accepting Trump's decision,
he envisioned a “thriving space
economy’ and

adviser to SpaceX. Musk had rec-
ommended Trump pick Isaacman
and has since told associates he
sees the tech billionaire as some-
onewhowill get thingsdoneat NA-
SA, according to two people famil-
lar with the discussions.

“Heisaman(of)highabilityand
integrity,” Musk said on Wednes-
day of Isaacman on his X plat-
form.

Targetsat NASA for Trump and
Musk’s cost-cutting agenda that
Isaacman is expected to eve in-
clude the agency's over-budget,
$24 billion Space Launch System
rocket and the in-development
Gateway space station poised to
git in a lunar orbit, according to
people familiar with the transi-
tion team’s space plans.

vowed to “usherin
an era where hu-
manity becomes a
true spacefaring
civilisation”.

But the path to
pursuing a faster,
more privatised
human space-
flight agenda is ex-
pected to involve a
delicate political
tango of trimming
costly, entrenched
programs and
wooing  lawmak-
ers to inerease the
space agency's $25
billion budget.

“He's going to
definitely  push
NASA, but he’'lldo
it in a positive
way."” said Garrett
Reisman, a retired
NASA astronaut
who has been an
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“Windsor's success is beyond metros,
with half of its sales coming from tier-2
and -3 cities,” said Satinder Singh Bajwa,
chief commercial officer, JSW MG Mo-
tor India, underscoring the growing sig-

Tata Motors though is likely to record
lower EV sales this fiscal, marking a
sharp reversal for the company after a
48% surge in FY24.
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The country’s geospatial market is set for explosive growth, fuelled by technological innovations and
Increasing demand across key sectors, finds Suraksha P

1dia’s geospatial market is

forecast to grow at a

compound annual growth

rate (CAGR) of 16.5% to

reach 725,000 crore by 2025,

said India Geospatial
Market Outlook 2024, a knowledge
paper published by Geospatial World
recently. In 2023, the market was
valued at about 18,000 crore.

Initiatives like the Smart Cities
Mission, PM Gati Shakti, Deep
Ocean Mission and the push for
precision agriculture have
heightened the demand for location-
based analytics, satellite imagery
and real-time data, propelling the
industry forward, the paper by
Geospatial World, an organisation
that advocates for technologies and
organisations working in the
oeospatial sector said.

The paper forecast that the
domestic market will expand
significantly, driven by increased
adoption of geospatial technologies
across industries such as
agriculture, urban development,
logistics and defence,

The paper identifies the Indian
companies driving the investment
surge in the geospatial industry as
Skyroot, Pixxel, Agnikul. SatSure,
Skylark Drones, ideaForge and
GalaxEve.

Between 2019 and the second
quarter of 2024, more than $1 billion
was cumulatively invested in 126
unigue companies by 176 investors,
reflecting a dynamic and growing
market. However, both the number
of investments and the total amount
invested have experienced
fluctuations during this period.

The peak occurred in 2022, when
total investment surged to
$355 million across 40 deals. This
period saw large funding rounds, as
companies moved from early-stage
innovation to commercialisation
and scalingup.

The 2023 and Q2 of 2024 reflected a
cooling period, with investments
falling to $327 million in 2023 and
$225 million by mid-2024, driven by
consolidation in the industry and
more selective capital allocation
by investors.

The number of deals also
decreased to 30 and 22,
respectively, indicating a
phase of maturation where
established companies
began dominating the landscape.

SPACE EXPLORERS
Pixxel, which has raised
£71.7 million so far, is known for its
earth observation satellites using
hyperspectral imaging., Pixxel
secured significant funding,
contributing to the overall
investment spike in the sector. The
company’s focus is on building a
constellation of satellites that
provide high-resolution
hyperspectral images for a wide
range of applications, from
agriculiure to climate monitoring.

Earth observation and satellite
imaging have traditionally been
dominated by a handful of global
players, with no Indian company
makingitsmark in thisspace —until
now, said Awais Ahmed, co-founder
and chief executive of Bengaluru-
based Pixxel.

“Hyperspectral imaging, which
captures hundreds of wavelengths

of light, allows us to see details
invisible to conventional satellites,
like early signs of crop disease, soil
nutrient levels, water pollution or
methane leaks,” he said. “This is the
kind of information that can

transform industries like
agriculture, mining and urban
planning and address critical global
challenges such as climate change
and food security”

Pixxel 1s building the world’s first
commercial hyperspectral imaging
constellation, designed to deliver
global coverage ataresolution that is
50 times more detailed than
multispectral satellites,

This technology will enable
industries and governments to
monitor changes in near real-time,
with actionable insights that were
previously impossible to obtain.

“India’s space ecosystem isgrowing
rapidly, and we're proud to be the
first Indian company to position
ourselves as a serious plaver in the

$7-billion global Earth Observation
datamarket,” hesaid. “Ourgoal isto
not just establish India’s presence
but to fundamentally shift how
satellite data is used to make better

decisions for the planet,” Ahmed
explained.

ABOVE GROUND LEVEL

Known for its indigenous
development of unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs), ideaForge focuses
on providing drone solutions for

With improvementsin
technological capacity,
India is likely to increase
its share in international
geospatial services, aided
by growing collaborations
with global space agencies
and private firms

defence, security and industrial
applications. Its drones are
recognised for their durability and
operational efficiency making them
popularacross both government and
commenrcial sectors.

Ankit Mehta, chief executive of
ideaForge Technology, said the
demand for accurate and actionable
ocppspatial data isat an all-time high,
driven by the increasing reliance on

data-driven solutions across

industries.

“Drone technology is at the
forefront of thisevolution, enabling
the capture of centimetre level,
high-resolution, precise and real-
time geospatial data, which can be
converted to proper ortho-rectified
maps for geographic measurements,
unlike satellite data,” Mehta said.

“Our involvement in initiatives like
Operation Dronagiri under the
National Geospatial Policy 2022
reaffirms our commitment to
leveraging geospatial technologies
to enhance decision-making,
improve citizen services and drive
sustainable development,” he added.
“We believe drone data represents
the forefront of innovation and is
shaping the future direction of the
industry.”

SKY IS THE LIMIT

With an overall funding of
$95.5million, specialising in satellite
launch vehicles, Skyvroot Aerospace
raised the highest funding among

Domestic market

e The traditional sectors (inclusive
of defence and intelligence,
transport infrastructure, urban
development, and utilities)
accounted for the maximum share
of the geospatial market in India
in 2021, and is expected to do s0
in 2025 too - i.e. up to 55% of the
total market share.

e Defence and Intelligence,
followed by urban development,
utilities and transport
infrastructure are also the future
growth sectors.

e Non-traditional sectors such as
banking and finance, insurance,
supply chain and logistics, are new
sectors where the adoption of
geospatial technologies (primarily
digital maps) is at a nascent stage.
However, these sectors are also
the fastest growing market sectors
within the Indian geospatial and
space industry.

Indian space tech startups. Their
focus is on providing cost-effective,
reliable access to space, aiming to
make satellite launches more
accessible for global customers.

Pawan Kumar Chandana,
co-founder and chief executive of
Skyroot Aerospace, said that
whether it is internet services
beamed from orbit or ground data
captured from above, opportunities
are expanding exponentially:

o Vikram-series launch vehicles, we
E aim to provide cost-effective launch
uservices that will enable an
Wecosystem of space startups to
= build for space. Our maiden orbital

-------
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International trade

= The Indian geospatial industry
relies heavily on geospatial
hardware and software imports
for its geospatial technology
requirements.

e The country imports most of its
geospatial hardware equipment,
such as Total Stations, LIDAR, and
Mobile Mapping Devices, from
leading geospatial technology
providers of the United States,
Europe and China.

e While the imports remain high,
there is a significant increase in
the consumption of geospatial
data and technology worldwide,

« India, being a hub of global IT
exports, also exports geospatial
services and solutions in

high percentages to countries
worldwide,

¢ The export market for geospatial
services and solutions was 713,000
crore in 2023 and is estimated to
be about 17,000 crore by FY25
and ¥36,500 crore by 2030,

SOURCE: INDIA GEOSPATIAL MARKET DUTLOOK 2024

The record-breaking investments
in the Indian space sector reflect this
inflection point, he said.

“But there exists a critical
bottleneck today in the form of
access tospace—with only a handful
of launch providers catering to the
erowing demand,” he pointed out.

Our funding rounds are a
recognition of this market gap and
our efforts to address it.”

Chandana said, “Through our

flight of Vikram-1in 2025 will mark
the beginning of this journev.”

FILLING IN THE VOID

Infosys, India’s second-largest
software services firm, has invested
217 crore (about $2 million) in
Bengaluru-based startup GalaxEve
Space Solutions. The company,
incubated at IIT-Madras, is
developing multi-sensor satellites
that integrate Synthetic Aperture
Radar (SAR)and optical sensors for
high-resolution, all-weather
imagery. The investment supports
the upcoming Drishti Mission, set
to launch in 2025, and marks
Infosys’s foray into space tech.

“Raising capital from leading
investors like Mela Ventures and
Infosys, especially ina tough market,
is a testament to the company's
strength. We're not here to imitate
the West — we're here to disrupt the
earth observation and geospatial
industry,” said Suvash Singh,
cofounder and chief executive of
GalaxEyve.

While companies like Ola, Swiggy
and Zomato have leveraged
navigation satellites to reshape
industries, we have not seen the same
with earth observation, he pointed
out. GalaxEve is stepping up to fill
that void, making a bold impact not
just in India, but on the global
geospatial stage, he said.

MATURING SYSTEM

India’s competitive pricing in
satellite launch services (through
ISRO)and its growing capabilities in
geospatial data processingmake itan
attractive partner for global markets.
With improvements in technological
capacity, Indiaislikely to increase its
share in international geospatial
services, aided by growing
collaborations with global space
agencies and private firms.

Sanjay Kumar, founding chief
executive of Geospatial World,
explained that the domestic market
is projected to play alarger roleinthe
overall industry composition by 2028.

“While exports contributed nearly
equally to the market in 2019, by 2025
and 2028, the domestic market is
forecast to outpace exports
significantly,” he said.

This shift is indicative of a
maturing geospatial ecosystem
within India, driven by increasing
public sector projects, private
investment and sector-specific
applications that require geospatial
solutions, Kumar said.

The geospatial market is expected
to grow to 71 lakh crore by 2030,
with significant integration across
sectors like defence, agriculture
and telecommunications, the paper
said.

The domestic market’'s
contribution to the total industry
size is forecast torise to ¥63,500 crore
by 2028 from 12,000 crore in 2019,
reflecting growing demand.

The export market, while
maintaining a steady growth
trajectory, is expected to contribute
about 17,000 crore by 2025, and
756,500 crore by 2028, up from
approximately 11,000 crore in 2019,
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Cloud Powers India’s Digital Leap

Businesses are leveraging digital technologies, particularly Al, with cloud migration

Annapurna Roy

Indian businesses are
embracing cloud
transformation as a critical
enabler of artificial
intelligence adoption,
underscoring the vital role of
cloud in India’s digital leap,
according to an EY study of
cloud implementation.

As many as nine out of 10
Indian companies said that Al
adoption would not have been
possible without cloud
migration, with nearly seven
in 10 currently transitioning
applications to the cloud, the
survey found. “The rapid
adoption of cloud technology
in India is more than just a
technological upgrade — it'sa
transformational shift that
empowers businesses to

67

applications to the cloud

80

cloud and partly on-premises

State of cloud adoption
in India

of Indian companies are
urrently transitioning

are managing enterprise
pplications partly on the

What are the
challenges?

e Nearly 1in4 regard
cybersecurity as the biggest
hurdle for cloud transformation

» Nearly 30% reported budget
constraints as the biggest hurdle for
cloud transformation

o>
4

premises, which makes for a
balanced strategy allowing for
flexibility while enabling
gradual progress toward full
cloud migration, the study
noted,

The20% of organisations that
are fully on cloud are typically
the new-age, digital native
companies. Of the 80% that
follow a hybrid approach, 30-
40% have cloud-native business
applications, including their
software-as-a-service
applications, Johrinoted.

“This is a very encouraging
trend, showing that thereisan
enhanced level of confidence
in the functionality provided
by these cloud applications,”
he said. “This also means that
there is a standardisation
happening and capabilities are
being offered vis-a-vis
something that vou might

PIC: GETTY IMAGES
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EL ANTITRUST CHIEF

A potential split of Coogle's
business is still under
consideration, said Teresa
Riherz, the Eurapean Union's

plecged ta build bridges with
incoming US President
Danald Trump.

Ribera saic that
divestments — tauted
bv her predecessar
Margrethe Vestager and
the US Department af
Justice —are one way of
preventing Big Tech firms
grahbhing toc much market
pOower.

Vestager had pitched 2
potential breakup of Google's
gC-tech arm to address its
deminance aon digital
acvertising, while the US has
urged broacer civestments,

company's Chraome brawser to

new campetition chief, who also

including the forced sale aof the

ts&Bytes

GOOGLE SPLIT STILL ON THE TABLE:

making slower deliveries to
members in lower-incame
neighbourhgads,

Accarding ta the lawsuit,
Amgzzon had dehberately anc
secretly stopped its fastest
delivery service to the poorer
neighbourhaccs, instead using
third parties like United Parcel
Service and the Postal

service to make deliveries

there far the past twao

yvears. That resulted in
slower deliveries than thnse
made by Amazon's awn
delivery drivers, who serve
other Washington resicents.

Amazan "cannot covertly
decide that a dallar in one ZIP
code is worth less then a dallar
in anather”, said Attorney
Ceneral Brign L Schwzlk,

INDONESIA SAYS
APPLE T0 OFFER
S1BILLIONTOLIFT | 4 B
IPHONE BAN

o,

reimagine their operating
model, products or services,”
gsaid Abhinav Johri,
technology consulting partner,
EY India.

“By leveraging cloud to
enable Al capabilities,
companies can now respond
faster to evolving client needs
and market changes and
deliver enhanced value
through Al-led solutions. This
marks anew waveof progress,
which may potentially
position India as a global
leader;,” Johri said.

Most Indian companies
follow a hybrid approach,
managing applications partly
on the cloud and partly on-

Cloud and innovation
are connected

90 of Indian companies affirmed
hat Al adoption would
not have been possible without cloud

migration

37 highlighted Al/ML
echnologies as crucial in

driving product and service innovation

following cloud migration

37%;[@1 improved innovation
s the primary advantage

of natively developing in the cloud,
compared to developing them on-
premises and migrating them to the
cloud

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

Silver lining...

¢ Only 25% of Indian companies,
compared to 38% globally, view skills
and capability gaps as a primary
barrier to developing cloud-native
applications

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Green line and
bottom line

e Nearly 30% reported improved
monitoring of carbon emissions due to
cloud-native development

reported ease in

100 emanstrating cloud

return-on-investment to the C-suite

SOURCE; EY GLOBAL CLOUD IMPLEMENTATION STUDY

want todevelop vourself.”

Companies may want to
maintain on-premises
capabilities due to operating
models or sectoral limitations,
for instance, banks, non-
banking financial companies,
telcos and others where data
protection and high levels of
confidentiality are of major
Importance.

Improving cloud adoption
could require more awareness
regarding its advantages and
greater investment by
companies in cybersecurity,
Johri said, which continues to
be a concern as some decision-
makers see security as an
afterthought.

PICS: GETTY IMAGES, BLOOMBERG

acdress Its alleged stranglehaold
an anline search.

Cre of Ribera's challenges will
he dealing with Trump, wha has
repeated|y accused Europe of
treating the US hacly and
threatened g trade war.

AMAZON SUED OVER SLOW
DELIVERIES TO LOW-INCOME AREAS
The attarney general
af the US District of
Calumhbia has sued
Amgzon,
accusing it aof
viglating
consumer
pratectian
laws hy

Indonesia s&id
that it has
recelved an
improved
investment affer
warth %1 hillinon fram
Apple, In the tech glant's
latest hid ta ift a han on
the sale of IPhane 16
dewvices 1N Southeast
Asia's |largest
econamy,
Indaonesia had
prohibited the
s2le aof Apple's
flagship IPhone
16 devices,
saying it has
failed to caomply

with comestic content
requirements for smartgphones
and tablets. The campany had
pledged in 2023 ta invest
1.7 trilhon rupigh ($107 millign)
for developer academies across
Indanesia, yet had fzllen short
hy some $10 millian.
Investment Minister Rosan
Roeslani daubhled down an an
earlier cemand that Apple
should affer Indanesia a hetter
deal than Vietnam, where it has
funnelled ahout £15 killian for
manufacturing facihities.

OPENAI TO PARTNER WITH
MILITARY DEFENCE TECH FIRM
CpenAl and military defence
technclogy company Ancuril
Industries said they wauld be
working tagether to use
artificial intelligence for
"naticnal security missions’

The campanies s2id they will
faocus an iImproving defences
against drone attacks.

The companies sgid the ceal
would help the US mairntain an
edege aver China, & goal that
OpenAl chief Sam Altman
has spoken of in the
past. "Our partnership

= with Anduril will help
‘= ensure Qpen
: techrology pfatects US
military perscnnel, and
will hel e natianzal
g€ ity community

nderstand and
responsibly use
this technology to

keep aur citizers
cafe and free"

Altman said.
- Agencies
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The Friendship Behind -
Annle Hall a nd Manhattan

The New York Times

In the mid-1970s,

riter and director

1
“Marshall
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murder mystery. |

felt it could be
wasoneof  panged just to a

theauthentically regular story. We
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Follow this seven-minute workout that can help quieten the anxious mind

" Calm Movement

The New York Times

he world is an unstable
place. Whether it's politics
or vour career — the ground
is constantly shifting, And if
the world feels unstable long
enough, vour mind and body
can enter a perpetual state of high alert.

The psychological experience of this
anyiety can result in physical symptoms:
Aracingheartrate, higher blood pressure
and shallower breathing, for example.
And while some tools like cognitive
behavioural therapy can be useful for
treating the mind, there are others that
start with the body and help the mind

E

using a chair for extra stability. If vou are
unable to squat, you can simply reach
forward and up with vour arms.

WARM UP

Breathe deeply

Begin with slow, deep breathing, placing
one hand on your heart and another on
yvour belly. As you inhale through vour
nose, your belly should expand. As you
exhale through vour mouth, it should
deflate. Repeat three times.

Why this helps Some experts say deep
breathing in which your belly expands on
the inhale — also called diaphragmatic
breathing — can help activate your body’s
parasympathetic nervous system, slowing

pulling vour arms back toward your chest.
While doing this exercise, think about
pushing away stress and pulling in calm.
Repeat three times.

Why this helps For some, physically
actingout a desired emotional state —say,
calm and steadiness — can encourage
yvour brain to experience it, Vieten said.
“Yourbrainisnot only sending out signals
to the rest of your body,” she said, “it's
receiving signals from vou.™

Shake it out

Gently shake and wiggle, moving from
vour head down to vour feet. Move at
whatever intensity and speed feels good.
Why this helps Movement therapists
often find shaking helps to settle people’s

Woody Allen was Enown for farcical fl.ll'lﬂ'f lJEﬂIJlE. worked on it tofollow: down your heart rate, minds by discharging pent-up jitters.
movies about subjects stuch as the search Hewasa together. It evolved “Strengthening the connection between Push and pull

for the world's best egg salad. But as he .., from many walks the body and the mind is a two-way Start with your hands in front of your  BUILD INTENSITY

headed in a new artisticdirectior-hetook ~ Wonderful wit"  andtalks. street,” said Cassandra Vieten, a clinical chest and inhale through your nose. As  Rock from side to side

a friend along for the ride: A folk— WOODY ALLEN We lived directly professor of psychology and director of yvou exhale through yvour mouth, press  Plant your feet on the ground and gently
musician-turned-humorist named across from the Center for Mindfulness at the your palms away Make fists and inhale,  bend vour knees, relaxing vour shoulders.

Marshall Brickman.

Together they worked on Annie Hall
(1977), acomic, wistful remembranceof a
failed relationship, and Manhattan (1979,
which focused on characters struggling to

find themselves in work and romance.

The films came to be
widely considered
the two essential

Woody Allen movies.
After Brickman died

on November 29, Allen

Central Park. He would usually walk over

in the morning. We'd gosit in the park.
We would talk about many things —not
always the script — but much of the
conversation would be about it. We
had a good time
delighting each other
with new jokes or new
1deas, plot twists and
things. Gradually,
drafts would evolve.

University of California, US. Just as your
thoughts can influence your body, moving
yvour body can influence yvour thoughts.
It's like “reverse engineering your
mindfulness”, she added.

In recent years, a small but growing
number of fithess and mental health
professionals have tried to find specific
movements that can lower stress level on

Anti-anxiely roulines

Begin rocking at the pace of your
thoughts. For instance, if your mind is
racing, rock quickly Then slow down yvour
body as a way toslow your mind.

Why this helps Eocking can soothe the
nervous system by creating a sense of
predictable rhythm and steadiness.
Dance party for one

Cue up a favourite song, and dance (or
march)at moderate intensity until itends,
Why this helps Dancing (or moving
rhyvthmically) has been found to help

spoke about their What were Brickman's cango fﬂ-‘”!iﬂ wvnames release of mood-boosting chemieals such
collaboration: contributions to . Ve YOI as dopamine and endorphins.

Anniis Haltand SO J’H{_ HH_H € !Ht: ”f; Move your hips
You and Brickman were Manhattan? embodiedexerciseor Twist, floss or hula for 30-60 seconds.
both Jewish entertainers y His contributions 172 Rt ) y Why this helps Stress can create tight
from Brooklyn. Was that i, 9 were the same as evenyogd HH Tagy h”f hips and gently moving them helps to
a factor in how you got i mine. He was very [}(’fﬂ’f'ﬂ”‘,:fﬂ'ﬂ”fId(]f the release tension, which can help vour
to know each other? - good at jokes and " whole body feel more relaxed.
We met at the Bitter dialogue and good at E””f‘" € ”:” ﬂl ”””d[ ”I Medicine ball throw
Endnightclub,. He was plot and good movement Grabalightweight medicine ball or pillow

a folk singer in a folk
group, and 1 was on
the bill with him. We
were backstage and
we chatted with each
other Sometimes, after the
cabaret show was over,

we'd go out to Chinatown and have a late

SUPPer

dasme,

stills from Annie Hall (top)
and Manhattan (below)

at character, the same

You read and hearall

thetime, “Thisoneisa

It lent a particular kind of flavour to

comedy genius.”

Comedy geniusesarea
dime a dozen. But Marshall
was one of the authentically funny
people. He was a wonderful wit.

demand. Unlike conventional workouts,
the goal 1sn't to get vour heart rate up, but
down, allowing you to emerge feeling
emaotionally stronger and more resilient,
regardless of your fitness level.
Anti-anxiety routines can go by many
names — somatic movement, embodied
exercise or even voga therapy — but
generally fall under the umbrella of

and stand with vour legs hip-width apart,
gently bending vour knees. Slowly bring
the ball over your head, then swing your
arms through vour legs and slam it down
on the floor (This can also be doneseated.)
Consider letting out a grunt or shout
duringthe slam. Repeat onetothree times.
Why this helps Physically expressing
whatever intense emotions vou refeeling
can be effective in letting them go.

mindful movement.

Here is a seven-minute workout of
fimdamental calm-inducing movements to
add to vour mental health toolkit.

Does any memory of your

friendship stand out?

When we finished Annie Hall and the two
of us were searching for a title, we came
up with Anhedonia, which was a

things that we had similar backgrounds.
We spoke the same language. I would say
it was New York City It wasn't Brooklyn;
it wasn't Jewish. We both loved
Manhattan: We liked the streets, the

Squat, with an upward arm reach
Slowly squat. As vou stand back up, reach
yvour arms up into the air; focusing on the
feelingof taking up space.

Why this helps Squatting can help create

PICS: GETTY IMAGES

parks, the restaurants — the feel of  little-known psvchological term for the OVERVIEW a sense of stability, which can lead to
the city. inability to experience pleasure. The two Time 7minutes feeling more grounded emotionally. This
I did romanticise Manhattan and we  of us were so delighted. We thought we Intensity Low " can be helpful if anxiety makes you feel

both chose to live there. 1 would imagine disconnected from yvour environment.

he felt about it the same way 1 did.

had the best title in the world. What vou willneed Q1
United Artists thought that it was the * A medicine ball or

worst title in the world. Thev said: *“Thisis pillow COOL DOWN

How did your collaboration develop? a delightful movie. You can't call it that.” e A short playlist of vour Sighs of relief and give yourself a
I had a script with the Annie and Alvy  But I remember the sense of manic favourite songs hug (really)
characters [of Annie Hall], butitwasa  euphoriathat Marshall and I had. How often " Breathe in through vour nose, and as
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This workout can be done as a stand-alone

routine or as a complement to vour

regular exercise regimen. Set an alarm to
do it the same time every day or turn to it
whenever you're feeling anxious.

Adjust for vou

Consider this as a starting point. The
exercises can be mixed and matched, and
they can alsobe helpful individually If you
find some moves are more effective than
others, don’t hesitate to drop those that
aren’t working for yvou.

. vouexhale, let out a sigh. Repeat three
H 'EJ

to six times, allowing the sigh to
lengthen and deepen each time.
Then wrap vour arms around vour
torsoand hold forat least 10 seconds.
Why this helps Sighing can help
to induce calm by increasing your
oxvgen intake and lowering vour
heart rate, similarly to
diaphragmatic breathing. Self-
embrace can create a sense of
personal safety and

PICS: GETTY IM."-'-.E-] ES, REUTERS

Have Oceans?

Earth is an ocean world, with water
covering about 71 per cent of its surface.
Venus, our closest planetary neighbour, is
sometimes called Earth's twin based on

The exercises can be done standing or security.

- [}
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What Goes Into an _nhanced \Version of the Olympics

the interior of rocky planets. As magma
ascends from an intermediate planetary
layer called the mantle to the surface, it
unleashes gases from deeper parts of the

theirsimilar sizeand rocky composition.  interior
While its surface is baked and barren
today, might Venus once also have been  NEVER HABITABLE Olympic Committee told long-time venture capitalist granderthan that.
covered by oceans? Voleanic gases on Earth are more than The New York Times multiple news outlets that the previously knownfor playinga
The answer is no, according to new 60 per cent water vapour, evidence of a Enhanced Games did not “merit critical role alongside Peter  GAME CHANGER?

water-rich interior. The researchers
calculated that gases in Venusian
eruptions are no more than six
per cent water vapour,
indicative of a desiccated
interior,
“Wesuggest thata habitable
past would be associated with
Venus's present interior being
water-rich, and adryv past with
Venus's present interior being
dry,” said Tereza Constantinou, a
doctoral student at the University of
Cambridge’s Institute of Astronomy and
lead author of the study published in
Nature Astronomy.

“The atmospheric chemistry suggests
that voleanic eruptions on Venus release
very little water, implying that the planet’s
interior is equally dry. This is consistent
with Venus having had a long-lasting dry
surface and never having been habitable,”
Constantinou added.

research that inferred the water content
of the planet’s interior — a key
indicator for whetherornot Venus
once had oceans — based on the
chemical composition of its
atmosphere,

Rick Adams, aformer memberof
the US Olympic and Paralympic
Committee who 1s the senlor
vice-president for games delivery
atthe Enhanced Games, said that
D’'Souza had given him “a blank
slate to show sport in ways that
it'snever been seen— places that
it'snever happened, formats that
are non-traditional”.

a0 D’'Souza said that he and his
! athletic excellence team had not vet settled on an
=~ 40 unfettered by the usual initial host city for the Games

so

|

In the summer of 2023, Aron  anycomment’.
D'Souza shocked the spﬂrﬁa Since then, the furore over the
world with an announceme i Games has largely settled down,
that he was creating an event  even if the core question about
called the Enhanced Games,| whether they should exist still
which would be a far-ranging | remains.
athletic competition seeking to |
challenge the Olympics. It
would allow participants touse | Much remains to be done for the
a variety of banned substances, | Enhanced Gamestobecomea i ;
including performance- | reality D'Souza, 39, said that e L
enhancing drugs. | he was focused on “three
The reactions that came in to | major pillars” of planning:
the news were overwhelmingly | Determining health
negative: Critics, including V protocols and working with
representatives from anti- government regulators,
doping agencies and finding an
sports commissions, appropriate
called the concept a Venue (or venues)
“clown show™ and said it for the events
was “dangerous and and recruiting
irresponsible”, athletes to
while the participate.
International D'Souza, a

Thiel in Hulk Hogan's lawsuit
against Gawker, says he has
“no doubt that the Enhanced
& Games will be one of the
- most-watched sporting
i events in history” and that
they would “capture the
' global imagination™.
He sees the Enhanced
Games as a reflection of
the world’'s appetite for

PARCHED SURFACE
The researchers concluded
that the planet currently has a
substantially dry interior that is
consistent with the idea that Venus
was left desiccated after theepoch early
in its history when its surface was
comprised of molten rock — magma
and thereafter has had a parched surface.
Water is considered an indispensable
ingredient for life, so the study’s
conclusions suggest Venus was never
habitable, The findings offer no support
for a hypothesis that Venus may have a
reservoirof water beneath its surface,
Volcanism, by injecting gases into a
planet’s atmosphere, provides clues about

THE THREE PILLARS OF PLANNING

PICS: GETTY IMAGES, NYT

regulations. He believes  which he hopes will Kick off next
people are so interested in =~ vear but that he was
what enhanced athletes undergoing “a bidding process
are capable of that “a  with several cities”. As these
#  billion people would plans are firmed up and as
watch it even if it  athletes are recruited, he said,
wasjusteightguys the company will plan an
running around a  elaborate presentation for public
track”. viewing. “We want to say, ‘Here
Of course, his we are, and we've changed the
plans are much  world,” hesaid.
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Spring Onion’s Freshness and South Korea’s Protests
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FOOD FABLES

VIKRAM DOCTOR

History might call it the Spring
Onion Revolt. South Korean
President Yoon Suk-Yeol's crisis
crystallised after a recent
supermarket appearance where he
said the price of 875 won for a bunch
of spring onions was reasonable.
Koreans noted this was a just
temporary discount at that
supermarket spurred by subsidies.

The real market price was between
3,000 and 4,000 won.

Yoon appeared out of touch and
duplicitous. Protestors waved spring
onions, their long green leaves a
vivid rebuke to the president. His
party lost its parliamentary
majority, precipitating a political
confrontation inwhich the president
declared martial law on December 3.
S1x hours later, massive protests and
a parliamentary vote forced Yoon
intoa humiliating reversal,

The vegetables most associated
with Korean cuisine are cabbages,
used for their iconic fermented
kimchi, or medicinal plants like
ginseng and mugwort. But spring
onions are valued too, their mild
pungency and green freshness
putting them in both herb and
vegetable categories. They are
fermented into pa-kimchi and fried
in pajeon pancakes.

In Eating Korea, Graham
Holliday's exploration of the
cuisine, he describes old women
selling spring onions by the
roadside:; “"These women were
widows and selling what they could
grow was their way to supplement
any meagre savings they might have
along with the paltry state pension.”

Spring onions grow easily, as
William Carlos William noted in his
poem “To Be Hungry 15 To Be Great'.
He describes “the small vellow
orass-onion/ spring's first green. ..
which when fried are “inclined to
be/ alittle slimy, if well cooked/ and
served hot on rve bread/ is to beer a
perfect appetizer/ and the best part/
of it is they grow evervwhere”,

The eighth-century Chinese poet
D Fu also linked them to drinking
with an old friend: “You send them
off to fetch the wine-jar/ And pull
spring-onions in the rain/ Cook

them now with vellow millet/
Saying “Well, wesorarely meet’/ Fill
my wine-cupten timesover...”
Wherever people have grown
onions, they have relished the
voung bulbs with their long green
stalks. This was usually a seasonal
treat, but in Eastern Asia, they are
valued inthemselves and combined
with ginger and garlic as a basic
flavouring. Other varieties are
grown like Welsh onions, Chinese
onions and tree onions, and have
been cross-bred for more varieties
to ensure continuous supply. This
explains their variations, from fat

The vegelables most associated
with Kerean cuisinearecabbages.
But spring onions are valued too,
theirmild pungency and green
[reshness putting themin both
herbandvegelable categories

white bulbs to thin stalk ends, and
from eyve-watering pungency to
mild savouriness.

In Catalonia, a special variety
called calcots is grown, with earth
heaped up the stalks to ensure a
longer white part. These are grilled
and enjoved with wine.

What is really confusing is their
different names, with scallions,
spring onions and green onions
used almost interchangeably and
sometimes in the same cookbook.
Outside Korea and Catalonia, they
tend to appear as flavourings,
garnishes orsalad ingredients. This
diffuses their value, making them
seem more of a supplementary
ingredient rather than amain one.

Indian cuisines, some of whichare
averse to onions of any kind, rarely
stipulate them. Home usage 1s
probably higher than it seems, with
recipes like a Kashmiri one for

spring onions cooked witheggsora
Konkani one where they are cooked
with dried prawns. Many recipes
for cooked greens derive extra
flavour from spring onions
chopped in.

Shahu Patole, in
hisoutstanding =
recently- (s
translated ===
book Dhalit '
Kitchens
of Marath-
wada, gives a
recipe rooted in
that region’s soil,
one of the main growing
areas for India's onions.
When the delicate onion seedlings
are replanted in fields, some are
found to be only partly grown.
Instead of being discarded, these
are collected and cooked for adish
with a unique taste. He writes:

“These
nltra-
tender fresh
leaves are called
‘lekuravali paat’.
literally meaning a
leaf which gives birth to many
more leaves.”

It isatribute to the special powers
of spring onions that South

Korea's growing protests could
embrace.
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Shatranj Ke Khiladi

Behind the recent success of India’s chess players is an
NCA-style academy preparing them to take on world's best

UL CVITALS s

FIFA Gives Club World
Cup New Opening Day for

Messi, Inter Miami
B Zurich: The 2025
Club World Cup will

Australia

Indian batting collapses
after Head's scintillating

A butt India

WWW.ECONOMICTIMES.COM

now kick off one
day earlier with
Lionel Messi's Inter
Miami opening

the monthlong
tournament on June 14, and ending
with a week of games at MetLife
Stadium near New York. FIFA
published the 63-game schedule

on Saturday for the first 32-team
editian, two days after making

the draw in Miami, FIFA has now
brought forward the opening game
to a Saturday. at an 8 p.m. local time
start at Hard Rock Stadium for Messi
and the hometown team to play Al
Ahly of Egypt. MetLife Stadium was
already announced as hosting the

final on Sunday, July 13, and FIFA said

Saturday the venue also will stage
the two semifinals on July 8-9 and
the fourth quarterfinal on July 5. Ap

ATCHOUT! Tonight

IS5L NorthEast United v Mohun Bagan
7:30pm (Sports18) Premier League
Fulham v Arsenal 7:30pm: Tottenham
v Chelsea 10pm (Star Sports) LA LIGA
Atlético Madrid v Sevilla 1:30am (GXR)

2ZND WOMEN'S ODI

Focus on Batting as India
Look to Avoid Series
Defeat Against Australia

Brisbane: A desperate India will need

their under-fire batters to step up
in the second women's 0D against
Australia on Sunday, as the visitors
aim to avoid yet another series loss
Down Under. India were bundled
out for 100 in the series opener,

leading to a demoralising five-wicket

defeat, their heaviest in terms of
balls remaining - 202 balls - since

0Dts were reduced to 50 overs a side.

India have never won a series Down
Under and they will have their task
cut out against a quality Australian
side, which showed no signs of rust
despite plaving in the format after a
gap of nine months. PTI

LIVE on 5tar Sports, 5:15am

ABUDHAEI GRAND PRIX
McLaren Target Title
After Front Row Sweep

¥ _.1"-‘;‘;';'_: =} mﬁ '

Abu Dhabi: Lando Norris (right)
led a McLaren front row sweep in
qualifying for the season-ending
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix on Saturday

with the team perfectly placed to win
their first Formula One canstructors’

title since 1998. The Briton swept to
pole position 0.209 seconds clear of
Australian teammate Qscar Piastri

(left) at the floodlit Yas Marina circuit.

“We want to win, | want to win. We

know what we have to do..tomorrow

we will have a good chance,” said

MNorris, calling it a perfect day. Ferrari,

21 points behind McLaren, saw their
challenge unravel with Carlos Sainz
third on the grid but Charles Leclerc
set to start on the back row after
gualifying 14th with an additional

10 place penalty. 'l think it was

already extremely difficult, a mission

impossible before the weekend
started,” said Sainz of Ferrari's
prospects, Reuters

LIVE on FanCode, 8:30pm

Boland,

front of a bigcrowd.

twodays,” said Head.

Sharma for six.

then put the pressure onus.”

' Travis Head .

| 140 Runs

M off 141 balls

140 as Kangaroos zero
in on series-levelling
victory in second Test

BORDER-GAVASKAR TROPHY
DAY 2, SECOND TEST | ADELAIDE

ravis Head blazed a sparkling 140 be-
tore Australia demolished India'’s top
order to close in on victory in the day-
nightsecond Teston Saturday.

At stumps on day two the visitors
were floundering at 128/5, still 29 runs adrift, af-
ter a fiery blast under the Adelaide Oval lights
from Mitchell Starc, Pat Cummins and Scott

Rishabh Pant was on 28 and Nitish Kumar
Reddy 15 as the hosts eve their eighth straight
pink-ball victory in Adelaide tolevel the five-Test
series after being crushed by 295 runs in Perth.

Anstralia were all out just after tea for 337 after
resuming on 86,1, with Head producing a typi-
cally flambovant knock on his home ground in

Batting at five, he scored at almost a run a ball,
slamming 17 fours and four sixes, while Marnus
Labuschagnechipped inagritty 64 to build afirst-
inningsleadof 157, “Thope it's goingtobeadomi-
nant position, we have played well over the last

In reply, India struggled as the sun went down
with KL Rahul lasting just 10 balls before
Cummins sent a short one to the ribs and he
gloved to Alex Carey behind the stumps.

Yashasvi Jaiswal, out for a golden duck in the
firstinnings, made 24 this time, buthe had noan-
swer to Boland, whose first ball angled away and
took anick to Carey, Boland stunned Virat Kohli
(11) in similar fashion, with Carey holding his
third of thenight toleave India tottering at 66/3.

Shubman Gill was next togoafter adetermined
28, with his middle stump removed by Starc, be-
fore Cummins bowled Indian captain Rohit

India bowling coach Morne Morkel admitted
his team had their work cut out, and praised
Head's contribution. “Head is a guy that is look-
ing to score, as a bowler he puts you under pres-
sure,” he said. “When he came to the crease we
bowled really well, I thought we could knock him
over, but credit to him, he got through that phase

Head adopted his usual ag-
gressive posture, blasting

fiery exchange in the af-
termath after the Indian
quick gave the home-
town heroasend-off. arp

BRIEF SCORES India

180 and 128/5 (Pant

28* Gill 28, Jaiswal 24;
Cummins 2,/33, Boland
2/39) trail Australia 337
(Head 140, Labuschagne
&4, Bumrah 4/61, Siraj
4/98) by 29 runs

India practiced with the pink ball for eight
days and on the basis of that they were ex-
pected to be competitive in Adelaide. They
will again not play with the pink ball for the
next two years perhaps. In such a scenario
the pink ball is actually giving the
Australiansanunfairadvantageanditises-
sential cricket boards look into the rele-
vanceof itgoingforward,

Some might argue it is a novelty and there
15 an economic dimension to it. The counter
argument is simple. The Perth Test saw the
highest crowds ever: The Boxing Day Test is

two sixes off spinner time soon. p—
Ravichandran Ashwin Forall practical purposes, ithas 4 stralia have
as he reached his been reduced to tokenism cham-  posted 13 out
half-century from63 pioned by Australia whenevera g¢23 pink ball
balls. He then touringside travelsdownunder:  yests that have
ramped up the at- Test cricket is supposedtobea  peen played so
b tack, racing to his level playing field. But with the  gar jncluding
w second 50 off just 48 pink ball, it isn't. The scaleisal-  gdelaide
balls to clock an eighth ways tilted heavily towards
Test ton, riding his luck Australia because no other country plays
along the way after being with the pink ball as often as they do. Take
dropped on 76 by the case of Harshit Rana, who received alot
Mohammed Siraj. of flak for bowling poorly in Adelaide. But
Head finally succumbed Rana rarely gets a chance to bowl with the
. to Sira), clean-bowled, pink ball. Not everyone is Jasprit Bumrah
. withthepairinvolved ina and itisn'tfair toexpect the samefirom Rana.

Boria Majumdar

Shubman Gill gets bowled
by Mitchell Starc after
scoring 28 runs

[s Pink Ball Test a Failed Experiment?

Is the pink ball Test a failed
experiment? A decadeearlier,
with the dwindling number
of spectators in Testmatches,
the day-night Test seemed
like an exciting idea, the pan-
acea for the problem.

Over the years, it seems to
have lost its sheen. Except
Australia, nocountry plays it
regularly In fact, they have hosted 13 out of
23 pink ball Tests that have been played so
far England and South Africa haven't host-
edapinkball Testsince 2017. SriLanka have
never hosted one. India haven't plaved apink
Test at home since March 2022 and there is
nothing to suggest that it will change any-

already a sold-out affair and
close to 1,00,000 people are ex-
pected to be there at the MCG.
Sydney too is a sell-out. Even
Brisbanenextweek isall setto
witness serious crowd pres-
encewhen thetwosidesmatch
upin the third Test.

Why only Australia. Even
India versus England in June-

July 2025 is expected to be a huge draw and
the Lord's ballot is already oversubscribed.

The build up to the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy is proof that vou don't need the pink
ball to market the sport. Train stations in
Perth were all branded with pictures of
Rohit Sharmaand Pat Cumminsand thecov-

erage in the Australian press isevi-
dence how big a draw this Indian
team is. It 1s perhaps time to shun
the pink ball experiment.
Cricket isa battle between batand
ball. Test cricket more so, That's
what happens with the red ball.
Guality bowlers match up against
the best batters and the product is

lapped upglobally by purists. With the pink
ball, atleast for the first 25 overs, the bowlers
have a clear advantage. Take Pat Cummins
and Mitchell Starc. Both can bat and have
playved many a handy innings for Australia
in the past. But the moment the Indians
opted for the second new ball, they started to
throw their bat at literally every ball. Both
knew it was just a matter of time. One
Bumrah delivery swung a country mile to
go for four byes, bringing wry smiles to eve-
rvone’s faces. The batter is like a prey wait-
ing to be consumed.

Maybe that's why Australia were always
expected to have the upper hand in
Adelaide Goingforward, it will be interest-
ing to see if the Indians agree to plaving a
pink ball Test, The experiment has failed.
Hopefully, the pink ball will now get the
burial it deserves..
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Hamilton's Mercedes Farewell Ends F1's Greatest Era

The Brit had a remarkable run with the team, winning six titles, but after today's race he will be racing for Ferrari

lan Parkes

After 12 spasons, 246 Grands Prix, 84
victories and six drivers champion-
ships with Mercedes, the curtain
will come down on one of the most
storied periods in Formula One on
Sunday

Lewis Hamilton bows out of
Mercedes, leaving behind a legacy
onand off the track. Next vear, at40,
he will “fulfill a childhood dream,”
hesaid, and drive for Ferrari.

“We've had an absolutely incredi-
ble journey together,” he said of
Mercedes. “We've created history
within the sport, and it's something
[take alot of pride in, and I'm very
proud of what we've achieved.”

On joining Ferrari, Hamilton said
he“feltlike it was timetostart anew
chapter” inhiscareer,

“It was not that difficult to con-
vince Lewis” to join, said Fred
Vasseur; the Ferrariteam principal.
“Itisamovethat hasbeen 20 vearsin
the making,” he added, referring to
when Hamilton drove for Vasseur's
team in the Formula Three Euro
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Series in 2005. "At the time, he was
tied to McLaren-Mercedes,”
Vasseursaid, “but healready had in
mind that, sooner or later; he would
goto Ferrari.”

Hamilton departs Mercedes asthe
most suceessfl driver in theteam’s
history, and it will miss him.

“He said he needed change, and [
can understand that,” said Toto
Wolff, the team principal. “We've
been together 12 years, and we've
had tremendous success.

“He's the most successful driver,
We've had this sensational jour-
ney together, and that’ssomething
that will go down in the history
books, and also in the Mercedes
history books.”

Hamilton joined Mercedes in 2013
after six years with McLaren,
where he won his first champion-
ship, in 2008. Andrew Shovlin,
track-side engineering director
with Mercedes, said Hamilton “has
been a massive part of the growth

We've had an
absolutely incredible
journey. We've created
history within the sport,
and it's something I take a
lot of pride

LEWIS HAMILTON

of theteam.”

From 2014, after a change in the
power-unit regulations, Mercedes
dominated. The teamwoneightcon-
secutive constructors titles and
Hamilton six drivers champion-
ships in seven vears. He missed a
record eighth in 2021 when he was
beaten by Max Verstappen of Red
Bullonthefinal lap of the lastrace.

OTHER INTERESTS

During his time with Mercedes,
Hamilton has built a portfolio of in-
terests — notably music, fashion
and film. He has a production com-
pany involved in the upcoming
movie “F1,” starring Brad Pitt. He
isalsopartof theownershipgroup
of the Denver Broncos.

Hamilton has also worked to im-
prove diversity equity and inclusion
insice Mercedesand inmotorsport.

In late 2020, Hamilton and
Mercedes started Accelerate 25, a
five-yvear program aimed at getting
atleast25% of all new team employ-
ees from underrepresented groups.

The next year, Hamilton and
Mercedes formed Ignite, a charita-
ble partnership to increase the rep-
resentation of people from under-
represented backgrounds in British
motorsport. It later merged into
Hamilton's Mission 44 charity,
which seeks to transform the lives
of young people from underserved
backgrounds by narrowing oppor-
tunity gaps in education and em-
ployment.

“When [ think about what I

leave behind, thethinglam

most proud of is the work

we've done with diversity”

Hamilton said. “We have

a very diverse team
now.”

The New York
Times

. . e
Left to right: Savitha Shri Baskar, Sandeep Singhal, R. Vaishali, Praggnanandhaa R, Nihal Sarin,

Viswanathan Anand, D Gukesh, Sandipan Chanda, Raunak Sadhwani, Leon Mendonca

Amit Chaudhary
e

Sometime in early 2019, five-time world chess
champion Viswanathan Anand was invited to
address agathering in Bengaluru. The attendees
were not chess players or coaches or sports ad-
ministrators. Infaet, it had nothing todo with the
sportof chess. Yet, it would turn out tobe a game-
changer for chess in India.

WestBridege Capital, the Bengaluru-based in-
vestment firm that had invited Anand, wanted
himtotalk to their investors about pattern recog-
nitionand itsapplicability in chessand business.
[t's safetoassume that those investors went home
better-informed, but chess was definitely the big-
gest benefactor:

Duringaconversation, Sandeep Singhal, the co-
founder and managing partner of WestBridge
Captial, suggested to Anand that they should “do
something together. .. for Indian chess”.“Hesaid,
‘let'sthinkabout it’ and then afewmonthslater he
came back with an idea of setting up an elite fel-
lowship, where we take the sort of brightest
voung individuals and try to help them with that
last bit that can be the gap between someone
who's best in India to someone who's best in the
world,” Singhal says.

And that led to the formation of WestBridge
Anand Chess Academy (WACA), a catalyst in the
riseof several young Indianchess players—includ-
ing the voungest World Championship contender
D Gukesh-inthe lastcouple of vears.

WACA

bringit to the benefit of that select few whocanre-
ally utilize that and take it all the way™”

PROGRESS The results were quick. Within a
vear, youngsters like Gukesh and R
Praggnanandhaa started doing well at the elite
level and were breaking the 2700 eloratings, a sign
of atruly world class plaver. The proof of the pro-
gress came at the 2022 Chess Olympiad in
Chennai, where India’s youngest team compris-
ing Gukesh (then 16 years old), Nihal Sarin (18),
Pragegnanandhaa (16), Adhiban Bhaskaran (29)
and Raunak Sadhwani (15) came closest to win-
ning the gold medal. They eventually finished
with bronze.

“Ttwasclearthatthey were becoming very strong
very soon,” Anand says.

Twoyvearslater; India won the Chess Olympiad in
both open and women's categories,

At this year's Candidates tournament that de-
cides the challenger for the World Championship
match, three outof eight contenders were Indians
— (Gukesh, Pragenanandhaa and Vidit Gujrathi.

Gukesh, however, was the most impressive
among and looked ready to take on the best in the
world. Anand realised that the voungster had
reached a stage where he needed a full-time coach
working exclusively with him. He teamed up
Gukesh with Grzegorz Gajewski, former Polish
national championanda trainerat WACA.

*Gukesh wasessentially getting invitationstoall
the topevents, sowe had tochange (his training)a
bit. By the end of the year(2023), hequalified for the

Candidates already ™ Anand says.

INSPIRATION “Sandeep gave We support Gukesh, 18, went on to become
me a pretty broad canvas to the youngsters the youngest to win the
think up some ideas. Wecould gt 3 crucial stage Candidates. After nine games of
b e S peent e inthebrcareer e SNeld iy
thought that we could ir}' and try to give them is tied on points with n:léi‘ending
figure out why we have so many things like regular champion Ding Lirenof China. If
aood promising youngstersbut  training, monitoring  he goes on to win, he will be the
notenougharebreakingintothe  and come up with youngest world champion in the
top,” Anandsays. 1 helpful suggestions.  history

soviet Union and American O 3BRFO3CNISO  gyppomr competingatinectte
domination in chess, Anand had A level is very expensive in terms of
a fair idea what was lackingin they're already doing . st facilities but also acquir-
[Indian chess and how to fix that. VISWANATHAN ANAND  ing the services of experts, who

He took inspirations from the fa-

mous Botvinnik Chess Academy, the alma mater
of chess greats Anatoly Karpov, Garry Kasparov
and many others, and the Samford Fellowship
that provides grants to young and promising
chessplayersinthe US.

“Alotof theseideasarefromadifferent time. But
| tried to do something that's a mix of all that and
that's kind of what resulted in WACA,” Anand
elaborates. “So, wesupport the youngstersat acru-
cial stage in theircareer, We try togive them things
like regular training, monitoring and come up
with helpful suggestions. Our approach is to com-
plement what they're already doing. We fit into
where their parents and their trainers worlk, be-
cause they have a good setup and they're working
hard. Wereally trv toamplify that.”

CHALLENGE The first big challenge came even
before the academy could take off the ground.
Theyplanned tolaunch the academy in April 2020,
but the COVID-19 pandemic stopped the world in
its tracks and plans were temporarily shelved.
However, by theend of that vear; the world founda
way around the pandemic limitations and moved
alltheworkonline. Andthat'swhat Anand and his
teamalsodid. Theonlinemodealsohelped WACA
tap into the best coaches from around the world
without the need to bring them to one location.

“laskedalotof myformertrainersif they would
conduct regular classes, The trainers were scat-
tered around the world — Germany;, [srael,
Poland, and in India itself. The obvious solution
was to go become an online academy; at least for
regular classes. And during the pandemic, it was
extremely useful. It gave them (plavers) a regular
source of high-quality classes, sothat they could
keep their intensity even if they were not able to
travel,” Anand says.

PURPOSE In its current form, WACA works
with select players and equips them with the re-
sources required tosucceed at theelite level, And,
they want to remain that way, at least for the fore-
seeable future as they believe there are enough
coachesand academies whoaredoinga good jobat
thegrassrootslevel. They wanttomake WACA the
chessequivalentof the National Cricket Academy
(NCA), which incidentally isalso in Bengaluru.
“1 think we have to use our resources appropri-
ately It'slike the National Cricket Academy (NCA)
canonly take theelite cricketers,” Singhal says.
“This (elite academy) is what was missing in
Indiaactually The hardest istoput this(elite acad-
emy) infrastructure, to attract the world’s best
coaches and Anand's time. He's still an active
player: So, we have tooptimize thoseresources and

don’t come cheap. That's where
WestBridge Capital's support and expertise help.

“Ttallows meto create a very nice setup, There is
some organisational help, of course. They know
how to structure an academy, manage all the back-
ground work and so on. But obviously their sup-
port is financial, 1 can hire the best trainers. And
then if 1 make a recommendation, they usually
follow through on it. So they contribute in a lot of
ways,” Anand explains.

“Tt{monev)isvery important if vouwantthebest
helpand resources. Thereare people inother coun-
fries who get very high-level support. If vou want
tocompete like that, it isimportant, Obviously, yvou
can do it yourself, but then it's quite a burden amd
putsalotof pressureon you. When youhaveacom-
pany like WestBridge that is willing to support
that, ittakesalotof worry off your head.”

Deadlocked
WCC Remains
Tied With
Only Four
Games to Go

Singapore: Defending champion Ding Liren
and his teenage challenger Dommaraju
Gukesh (in pic) of India remained even on
saturday with only four games to go in
their World Chess Championship match.
The score is deadlocked at five points each
after 10 games in the 14-match series as
both agreed to adraw.

Each player has won one game apiece, with
Ding taking the opening match and Gukesh
coming back to defeat the champion in game
three, The rest ended in draws.

Ding, 32, gained early advantage on
Saturday playing with the white pieces but
the game soon fizzled to a draw as neither
player made any inroads after 36 moves.

As the tournament neared the homestretch,
both players admitted that each move will be
crucial. "Now, the cost of one game is higher
than it was maybe ... a few games befare," the
18-year-old Gukesh said after the match. "But
my approach and my goal is still the same:; to
play good games in every single game.”

Ding said "there's not so much room to make
mistakes" anymore and every lass “will result
ina very bad situation”,

If both remain tied after 14 rounds, the
match will move to a tie-breaker, which will
be played on December 13. AFP
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He chose to talk about this out

loud, where everyvone could hear
it

He also used the word “buzz™ to

describe the response. Which 1s

interesting, because from what I

2 candiscern, it'snot the buzziest

Could Golden At-Bat Give Baseball
A New Shine:

The rule could allow MLB teams to send their best %
hitter to the plate even if it isn't that guy's turn to hit

conversation veered toward possible
tweaks to that game, Manfred tipped
his golf cap to his TV partners at Fox
Sports, saying, “They're always think-
ing. They're never short of ideas. And
they are reasonable.”

hisfacelitup.

“That would be kind of cool,” he
said. “I mean, it's an exhibition game
after all, right? So, you want to keep it
to where it's a game, but also, if vou
want to add a wrinkle that makes it

S0, what All-Star Game ide- g more entertaining or do
ashadgottenhisattention?  gaseballhasn't  Stufl gearedfor thefansand
“Most of the changes we gettled onthe keep the entertainment

havediscussed,” hesaid, *in-
volve producing the match-
ups, in the context of an ex-

value high, I'mall for it.”
But when I asked if he
would beopen to something

details of how
this rule would

work. But many

Jayson Stark concept inanutshell, HOW WOULD THE RULE WORK? the ninth or later gets buzz in the baseball cosmosat
Say there are two outs in the 10th in-  Baseball hasn't settledonthedetailsof  tousea Golden At-Bat., the moment.
ning in October. The New York Yankees  how this rule would work. And MLB ~ One potential wrinkle: It'sclearly not as buzzy as
A few weeks ago, MLB Commissioner and Cleveland Guardians are tied. In  officials declined to speak with The The Kansas City Royals the electronic strike zone,
Rob Manfred stopped by the podeastof  this alternate October universe, it'snot  Athleticabout any possiblefuturerule  use their Golden At-Bat anyway It wasn'tatopicat
Puck'sJohn Ourandanddropped hints  Juan Soto who is due up. It's, changes. But many varia- tolet Bobby Witt Jr. lead = the owners meetings that
about a rule change that seems like it say, Oswaldo Cabrera. Except o . tions have been tossed off the ninth. He makes & ﬁ were held in the past two
mightbecomingsomedaytoaballpark  the Yankees say: No, we'rego- W anyvariation ..., Here are some: an out. But who's batting y g\ weeks. And there is no evidence
near you. ing to use our Golden At-Bat of the Goiden ¢Each team gets to pick  second? Whaddaya know, g % that this concept has even been pre-
“There are a variety of them thatare here, and send up Soto. Then At-Bat does oneat-bat—atanypointin  it's Witt's turn in the line- . e sentedtotheplayers at any meeting
being talked about out there,” Manfred  home run magic happens. surface next the game, butonly once — up. So here he comes Sy of the competition committee,
said. “One of them — therewasalittle  Thatwould havebeentheulti- Yearnyou to play its Golden At-Bat again. Yes, that could be a : In the minor leagues, folks have
buzz around it at an ownersmeeting—  mate Golden At-Bathomer,one Would see it card. So would it save that  thing, heard “buzz” that the league
wastheideaof a Golden At-Bat.” front-office executive mused, Inthe MLB card for The Juan Soto © would like to test the Golden At-
What is a Golden At-Bat? Itisanidea aswe were talking about this All-StarGame  \1o00nt7 Or would it play COULD THIS REALLY f Bat in some form in the minors

HAPPEN?
On Ourand’s podcast,

that would change everything about
how baseball — theultimate team sport

concept. “Can we send Juan
Sotouptheretodothat? He actually did

it in the second inning,
with the bases loaded and a chance to

sometime inthenext coupleof years.
S0, if any variation of the Golden At-

— hasalways worked. hit that homer in that moment.” blow upa game? Manfred described this idea Bat does surface next yvear, here's
Whatif ateamcouldchooseoneat-bat  Hedid. And that’sthe goal. #EachteamgetsoneGolden At-Batper (and others) as being “in the =+ wherel'd oess you would see it: in the
in every game tosend its best hitterto  Soshould baseball changetherulesto  game—butonly inthe seventh inning conversation-only stage right MLB All-Star Game.

Manfred also dropped that bread-

now.” So that makes it sound ‘;: ;
i crumbon Qurand's podcast. When the

iffy — except for one thing:

or later;
¢ Only ateamthat is trailing(or tied)in

attempt to create more of those mo-
ments? That's the question,

the plate even if it wasn't that gcuv’s
turn to hit? That’s the Golden At-Bat

hibition game, that the fans
want to see the most. You
know, more freedom in
terms of substitution and
whatnot. l am receptive to those ideas,
in the context of anexhibition game.”

ARE PLAYERS READY FOR THE
GOLDEN AT-BAT?

I surveved players about this five
months ago. 1 asked them first about
trving it in the All-Star Game, then
flipped to regular-season games,

When I asked Milwaukee Brewers
outfielder Christian Yelich about how
he felt about three starters reentering
the All-Star Game in the late innings,

variations have
been tossed

like the Golden At-Bat in
regular-season games, his
wheels started spinning.
“T'd have to see it more,” he
replied, but didn’t rule anything out.

Los Angeles Dodgers first baseman
Freddie Freeman wasn't quite on
board with the All-Star Game idea:
“I'm going to fight against that, be-
cause they're all All-Stars, and 1
wouldn't mind anybody hitting.”

And in the regular season?

“No, no, no,” he said. “I'mold school,
vou know, even as a young guy I like
baseball. I'm a baseball purist, So, I'm
goingtogono.”

The New York Times
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