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The situation
pmsiche thae
hamal Lilvwan
Hospital and
lisvicinity is

calastrophic.

A victim |s

treated Inskie
the Koamol Adwan

hospital ln the
northern GAzo
Strip, Fallowkng
an lerasll strike
that hit the
mie-dical complex
on Friday. AFF
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29 dead in Israeli strikes
around key Gaza hospital

Bodies and wounded people lving in streets surrounding medical complex, director says

AFP Belt Lanln

Giara's civil defense

agency sald 29 people
were Kllled on Friday by
Isracli strikes around

a major hospital in the
northern city of Beit Lahia.

Ramal Adwan Hospital, one of
northerm Gaza's last lunctioning
healtth centers, was hit by several
sirikes in the marning, the agency
and the NeEpal director sa.

| /1eBriet

ALULA CAMPUS

The Fermandi Pans Campass AlUTa
will offer diplomas in culinary
arts, hospdtality, and tourism

specialist subjects that will equip

resbdents with ey skills. P4

"MEAL TRADITIONS

UNESCO has recognized Malay-

sla's breaklast cudture as an ompor-

tamt part of the world's intangmbic
cultural heritage. P8

- MEDIA MATTERS

The board of directors of the
Sancs Jourmalists Association has
approved draft regulabions for the

Jowrrmalists Support Fund, P13

*There was a series of airstrilkes
on the northern and westerm
glcbes of the hospital, acoompa-
nied by intense and direct fire”
sapl hospilal director Hossam
Abu Safich, adding that four staff
wiere Killed.

Bodies of people  killed by
airsirikes  LNitered  Glye
oui=ide, the cirector sl

Mahmud Bassal, the civil
defense apencys spokesman,
sakd: “Atl least 20 people were
killed and dozens were wounded

e e

since dawn on Frday as a
resuli of the continung Israeli
ahelling around Kamal Adwan
[Hospital”

Bassal said that the Israeh army
entered the hospital, evacuated
patients, and arrested several
Palestinaans.

Al Salieh saldd no surEeons
were el al the aality fodlowing
the latest raid

Beit Lahia has been the site of
an intense Israell military opera-
tion for the past two months that

haz again escalated in recent
days, forcing thousands to flee
ammibd] bombing, the civil defense
dgency sakl,

The latest sirikes came just
days after the UN's Waorld Health
Organization said an emergency
medical team had reached the
hll'-.[ll'ilil.l for v hrst time In
B0 cliays,

Dr. Farmdina Sulistivani, a
surseon on the team, said from
(raza City that all seven of her
team members eft the premises

CREATIVITY

et Foed as the bombsine wenl on,

Rik Peeperkorn, WHO repre-
gentative in the Palestinian terri-
tories, sabkd from Geneva he had
“extremely concerming informa-
tion” from the Ramal Adwan.

Peepserkorn that a
“substantial amount™ of people,
e iacking slall
remaim=d] in the hospital, which
i5 still “minimum operational.”

sadd

patents  and

*Related reports yt
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1.5 million
IVr ians
‘could flee
surgein
Jighting’

Routers (isrsun

Up to LS million people could be
forced to flee a suree in fghtine
im Syria, a senlor TN official said
o Friday, iz militanis pressed
ot with therr lighining offensive
agmainst government forces,

The violemsce has already
displaced 2B0,000 people since
it erupted in late November,
Samer Abdel Jaber, the World
ProFramme™s direc o
] CMeEency conrddination,
strategic analvsis and  humani-
tarian diplomacy, told reporiers in
LreTICVA.

“If the sltuation contines
evalving tal the sxme pace,

Fouud

TIH* vioklence has already

displaced 280,000
people since il eruptedin

knie November,

we're  expecting  coblectivedy
arogind LS milion people thad
will he displaced andd requnne our
support,” he added.

Akl agencies say they have only
bseemy able o radse less than a third
of the 34 hiltion they sakd thes
needed to mn programs in 20024
before the new fighting started.

Earlier this month, the UN
humanitanan office said it had
had to cut food rations in Syria
by up 10 80 percent due to insul-
fhclent funds.

“The situation In Syiia was rdl
casy before this escalation, so
we're looking at o crisis on top of a
crisis. Amd thats why we're really
epvphasizing the urgent need Fo
funding,.” Abxde] Jaber saicl

Misk Art Week begins with a spectacular display of local talent
This vear’s event is curated around the theme of art and technology

MNada Alturkl Firyadh

The eighth annual Misk Art
Week began on Thursday and
runs until Dec. 10, featuring a
spectacular display of what is all
the batest on the local art scene,

Enthusiasts rushed to Prince
Faisal bin Fald Arts Hall and
its neighboring venue to
explore new exhibitions, art
[abrs, markets, and educational
programs, while the soothing
sounds of owd muske  added
charm to the everning

Ihrahem Al-Suhaibani,

cxecutive director for
marketing, Ccoununication,
and user experience at Misk Art
[nstitute, told Arab News: "'We
do have artists who are now
establishing their career in the
art and cesign market,

MR, W LR L ourselves
supporting anil bridging
between the establishment and
the mature galleries, and in
between we support the artists
through all the value chain”

This year'’s event is curated
aroiind the theme of art and
lechnology, pushing artists

o contemplate the aspects of
chigital and media through an
artistic lens.
Al-Suhaihani
lackle the topie from different

added: "Wo

angzles: from a research angle,
before internet, post-infermct,
whats the impact of the
technology and the media, how
this is helping artists to boost
their creativity or even block
thiem in any way, and how Uhey
reially  reveal thelr creativity
after that blocking™

Al the entrance of the space,
inspired by how nature is
and  ever-changing, the
Canacdian  art stadio  Iregular
presents “As Water Falls,” a free-
flowwing digital waterfall.

Whike the chgital installation

alive

has been presemted in seven
countres around the world this
veulr, an additron was created
specially for Misk Art Weelk,
Al-Suhaibani said.
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1 met a groop of voung Saudi men and women ...
ol discussion reaffirmed the commitment of new
generations to equip themselves for the job marked

and develop agility to adapt for Che Toture.

Falsol Alitranim
Sauck soonory and panning minkstes

RSA

foday

Riyadh
Magical experience

Visit *Harry Podter: A Rivadh
Season Adventure” B0 explore
icomic locations, the Sorting Hat,
Quidditch, Butterbeer, exclusive
merch, and more, For booking
vigil webnok.com,

Dhahran

Cosmic discovery

lthra's "Under a Sky Full of
Stars” apens up the cosmos
with [acts, colors, sizes, shapes
and chistances in an Immersive,
fun and educational manner.
More details on the [thra app.

Jeddah
The 9 Circeus

The B Circus features Russian
acrohals performing @ host

of impressive feats, including
with aerial hoops. The

cireuws will run until Jan. 1%
To book, visit jeddah.platinum-
list. et

Allla

Giant swing

This experience in Al la

offers thrill-seekers the chance
1O SWinE 553 meters ahye

the ground im a TO-meler arc
Visit experiencealula.com

for booking,
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THE FECTURES THAT

auch Minister of Communica-

tions and Information Techmnol-

oy Aldullah Al-Swaha met with

Ebon Musk, CEOof Tesla Maotors
an] cwneer of social media platform X,
the Mmistry of Communications and

MARK THE DAY

Technologry wote on X on Fricday,

During the meeting, they discussed
advancing ongoing colkaborathon in space
Al artificial imtedbpemee, the post noted.

Meanwhibe, Saudi Minister of State
for Foregn Affairs Aded Al-Fubseir met

with Inger Andersen, cxecutive director
of UN Environment Program, and they
discussed environmental priovites,
inclhacing climate change and plastic
negadiations, at COPR i Riyadh,
Andersen wrote on X on Friday.,

l i ; (] r’ ETI’E‘I]dil’lg Tolerys hot topics explained by Afshan Aziz

DON'T WORRY ABOUT US

Sunita Williams

MASA astronants Sunita
Williams and Barry Wilim-
ofe are in good holiday

spirits despite [acing an
unexpected extension of their mission.

Stranded aboard the International
Space Station since June due to 4 mal-
function in their Starliner spacecrall,
they have now spent six months in
orbdt an an unpianmed journey that will
extend until February 2025,

The astronauwts hac instially planmed
For an eight-day mission, but a propail-
gioa system leak in their Boeing Starliner
tursed the bried inip into a long-term
slay. Desplie the unforeseen challemges,
Williams and Wilmore have embraced
thetr cxtended tme at the 155, making
the best of their unique situation.

'DISREPUTABLE EVIL TABLOIDS®

Selena Gomez

meclia post quoting Grande's words, writ-
ing “Amen”™ with fve clapping cimaojis.
Her gesture added a positive note to the
cofversation, backing Grande’s determi-
nadion to address the Bibse narratives
Grancke, 31, and Skater, 32, reportedly
staried dating in 2023 after meeting on
Lhe “Wicked” seq. Both had separated
[from their respective partners, Dalton
Gommiez and Lilly Joy, before beginning
thedr relationship.
Despite this, tablobds quickds
stirred controversy around their

Sedena Goanez has stepped up
to show her solidarty swith
Ariana Grande = the singer
ackedresses swirling munsors
about her relatsonship with “Wicked™ co-
stir Ethan Slater.

Gomez recently applauded Grande
fowr speaking oud against the relentless
speculation, adding her voice to sugport
thee actress and singer’s response to the
media frenzy.

Grrancle, who has been under scru-
liny since her romance with Sliter

e 1he magsizine,

port, Gomcz come
menied on social

1heRegion

Thve Middebbe Fast Rovndup

Arab Mews J=ddah

® Engoy Cinemia Al-Waha, an
OPETEUE Clnema experience at Al
Aln Oasis in Abua Dhabi. The event
showcases classic movies firom
armird the workd, bringing toget hey
dhiverse audiences in te scemic
spaces of the oasis for a memorable
viewing expericnee. More informa-
tiom 15 available at visilabwdhabd ac.

® The WENWERM festival isa
thialling carnival for the shole
Famiidy, 1t odffers a vibrantl mix of
shopping, entertainment, fun-
filled activities and breathtaking
fireworks. Enjov Hve performanc-
es by local and reglonal bancls,
aloigs with dadly free games and
prizes for kids. Join the fun at
Bahrain Infernational Circuil
il D=, 17

In a show af sup-

became public, condemaed the
sensationalized stories ina Vanity
Fair interview, She toolk aim af
“dizreputable evil tabloids™ for
spreading misinformation about
her relationship timeline
and Slaters claracter.,
“There coildn be a
less accurate depiction
o & hrman being than
the one that the tabloéds
spresdd about him,” she

® Vislt the Qatar Balloon Festival
20024 al Katara Cultural Vilkage

for a breathtaking celebration of Dee. T
hot air balloons and skky spec:

personal fives, a tactic Ariana
criticized as a way for outhets to
“pay their bills™

Shee aaicl: “The most disap-
]||||'r|1i||i_|.: I WS 10 S5 %0
many people believe the
waorst version of it, That
was defimitely a tough
ride,” She opened up
about her personal
growih during these
challenges, describ-
ing the journey as “a
dat of life changes”
that shaped her
resilience.

Todgys
Number

O6bn

The Kingdom has reduced jis
agricultiral water wsage by
4.6 balhion cubic meters, the

Saudi Ministry of Environment,
Water, and Agriculture recently
wWrate on X.

Review

Tanjiah

MARCO FERRAR

With thousands of five—star
Google ratings, | was surprised
ta find 'I':i.n_ji.'.th in H'i:.llill:."lll Hing
Fahd district almost empty, even
on a weeknight. After finishing
a fantastic meal daliverad
with axcellent service in an
emvironment that could give
Marrakesh's rfads a run for thedr
money, I'm aven more surprised.
Stepping in from the noise
and commotion of Riyadh
traffic, we were greeted with
quintessantial Moroccan zell
tilework adorming the foors
ard walls, ornamental lanterns

hanging from the ceilings,
cushions, and draped curtains
creating enclaves of privacy for
families, Innvo time at all, & bowl

of harra soup was defvered

to the table, full of meaty
heartiness with a rich tomato
basze, parfectly complamented
with a sweet side of chebakia
pastry, The swest-savory
combination was an resistible
theme of my favorite Morcccan
dizhes | realized, as | tucked
into an excallant chicken pastila
pastry topped with spices and
powderad sugar,

Ary Moroccan chel worth their
salt will surely be judped on the
quality of their tajins, and two
soon made their way to the table
— lamib for rmysalf and smoked
kafta fior my companian, Tha
lamib, topped with prunes and
cashews, was marvelously tender
Thie kofta lived wp to its narmse and
Wi ton amolky for my Bking.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

Fajr  Bunrise

Mikhah 3:2d f:dd

tackes. Enjoy sunrise flights,

stumirving night slow displays,
clally emtertalnment, food and
a variely of activines across the

Maodinah B:28 6:61

Riyadh B:01 6:23

festival prounds. Funs untal D, flb ko =R 8:28

21. Use visitgatar.com for more
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I nderstanding the vulnerahilities
andl advantages of both corals and
algae allows us to better comprehend
the dynamics of reel ecosyslems.

Taiba Alamaudi

~hi cancldais in marme scencs. KALET

Mighttime

temporarily when
photosynthesis

stops, and
r-|_:|:5|.:|i4'::|‘|:i:|;-r|.
Continues.

SFudafa Alkhunalzl Ry e

The Red Sea’s rich
marine life depends
on maintaining a
bhalanced environment
Lo protect biodiversity
anil delicate habitats,

This interdependence prompled
a Saudh researcher to explore the
erithcal role of algne in shifting:
erisystems and investigite the
impact of nighttime hypoxia on
macroalgac and crustose alsae.
Taiba Alamosdi, a Sawdi Phid
camdbdate In marine sclenoe at
Kimg Abdullah Undversity of
scienos and Technology, amd
her colleagues examined how
algae play a vial role i coral

recl ecosyslems, contributing (o
nuirient cvcling and stability.

Alamousdi told Arabh News the
insgaration for her research was
“the phase shifts ocowrming m
coral reef ecosystems, where
algae begim to dominate arcas
once rich with corals”

She sakd: “Whille it might seem

Uhiat algae have an advantage over

corals I warmer oceans, [ beleyve

e shiuation is meore compgali-
cated. Algae, like corals, are also
impacted by environmental
stressors such as nightinme
hypoxia, a drop in oxygen kevels
after sunset when photosymthesis
cemcses bl respiration continees”
Her expenments showed
that “macroalzac and crustose

algae sigmificantly mitizate

~I'1l | Oxygen levels typically
hypoxia coocurs ' i recover during the day

whan photosynthesis
resumes.

ARAB NEWS saturday, December 7, 20204

| While macroalgae can

| tolerate short-term

| hypoxia, persistent

| OF SEVers oxyZen

| depletlon could
negatively affect
growth and broador

| ecosystem functioning.

| In extreme cases tha
ability to perforrm
photosynthesis
(measured as
photochemlcal
efficiency) is
affected, although
lethal thresholds

p‘@t]ig_h i

During perlods

af low Ox YEen

ware not raached
(during the study)

e amn I TTRE ST L SRR

SAUDI ARABIA

Balancing Red Sea ecosystems

KRAUST researcher explores algae’s vital role in coral reef stability and the impact of climate change

the impacts of ccean warming
through substantial dayimme
oxvEen production, often leading
o Xy Een saipersataration that
enhances e resalience”

However, she said, this benefit
15 offset at night when photosy
thesis stoqs

ChHimate change wiorsens
righitirme hyposda by raising sea
temperatunes, whach in tom kawver
oavEen solubility and increse
et bsodic rtes, Warmmer water
hoalds less dissobved oxyveen,
rediucing its overall availability.

“Elevated temperatures
increase the metabolic demands
o thie enthre reel community,
inten=iving oxygen consumip-
tion and beading to nighttime
hypoxia,” Alamoudi said.

DID YOU KNOW?

Without sunlight, algas

stop producing oxygen
through photoaynthesis but
still consume axygen through

respiration, leading to low

exygen levels (hypoxia),

Areas with heavy
mn.:-rﬁ-.ﬂ]p.-u ar orustoss
algae cover are prone to

oxygen depletion, especially
in low-=flow environments.

Nighttime hypoxia can

harm nearby marine
organisms such as fish
and invertebrates that rely

on axygen-rich waters.

“This hypoxic stress disrupds
the algae’s physickosical
processes and associated reef
ricrabial communities, making
Lthem miore vulnerabde o
aclchitiomal stressors”

During peak summer
temperatures, the research team
ohserved that hypoxia worsens,

“Warmer waler reduces
oxygen solubility and increases
the metabolic rates of the peef
community, leading to greater
oxyren consumpiion,” Alamouwd:
gaid. "At night, without photo-
gynthesis to produce oxygen, this
intensifles ypoxia,

“Consequently, marne ongm-
LSS expernence mncreased stress
during the hottest months,
miaking them more vulnerable to

Affects localized
areas often naar
dense algal growth.

macroalgae oxpernonce
physioclogical stress.

hypoxic condifions compared to
cooler scasons.”

By studying the impact of
nightiime hypsoxia on alge,
Alamoudi aims (o uncover
thedr true mole in these shifting
COOSYELCITS.

Alamoudi is one of six winners
(ff the 2024 L0real-UNESCD
For Women i Scence Program.
Currently a Phid student under
the mentorship of Thi Sisa
Distingrudshesd Professor Carlos
Duarte, she carmed her under-
eraduate degree in marine
biclogy from Oregon State
University in 2008,

She gainesd experence in
environmental comswliing and
aquaculiture before joining
KAUST im B

Seaweed as a workhorse of the regenerative blue economy

& Savichi Arabia possitbons ftsell
as a leader in the regenera-
tive blue coonomy, combin-
ng sea-hased activities with
gustainable development,
all eves are turming toa
long-overlooked resource: seaweed.
seaweed represents a group of abxout
10,000 phodosyntletie multeellilar species
that grow in the lichted 2one of the ooean.
While it has provided eoonomic and
cidiural benefits to Asia-Pacific nations
For millennia, most people around the
workd are only aware of seaweed as an
ingredient in sushi or miso soup,
In the 215t century, seaweed s cmerging
as a viluable commodity, yet there
remains massive untapped potential

Every hectare af seean CAT SUppir
seawesd farmang, with the area that
can be farmed sustainably estimated at
48 million sq. km, matching the global
Laned area appropriated for agriculture.
Seawoesd farming is a regencrative crop,
as it remorves exorss mutrients and carbon
diceciche from seawater and provides habitat
For marine e, contrbating (o water
gasa ity while motigating chmate change,
Seavwrecd products are healthy for
consumeTs and are climate-positive,
CArTYing a near-zero water footprint, and
a gero-chembcal footpring, as synthetlc
Fertilizers, pesticides, and herbi-
cides are not used in thas imdostry.
Seaweed is rising as the Swiss army
knife of marine bisdechnology,

drecior of The ghobsl Co

CARLOS DUARTE

S DhuseTea w anscu D
il rasaf
DErlr e G o vl O it T
pooermlor plotform as
King &bduiah Uniersd by of
Scienon mnd FeoRrdomy

Sandi Arabia’s aquaculiure program
undier the Ministry of Enviroonment, Waler

and Armculture includes seavwesd Barming,

while Red Sea Global is exploring the
potential of this resenerative nutrine crop.

Rescarch bed by the King Abdullah
University of Science and Technology
hias kdentified a range of compounds for
pharma, which we pamed Thuwalal-
lenes, rom the Red Sea algae Latrendcia.

The Red Sea seawesd Aspara-
gopsis is making headlines as
a global climate sodation.

Feeding one spooniul of dried Aspar-
gopsis tocows amd other ruminants
every other day has been found to
greatly reduce methane production
soanething which accounts for 18 percent

af global greenhouse s emission,

Henoe, a Redd Sea seaweed farming
inclustry can also be a tool to fizht climate
change at scale. This can be supported
by the more than 200 speckes identi-
fied in the Red Sea, of which about 10
percent are unique to the region.

The blwe ecomany of the Red Sea is
apen for business with hage invest-
el opgoriunities, This inchudes
regeneriative lourism, nuatrifion,
cosmetics, technology and energy.

Seaweed farming can contribuie
b iy of these plllars, as a super-
food, a source of material for biotech-
nidogy, biofuels, and, although
historically overfooked, an intrinsic part
of the natural capital of Saudi Arabda
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ee Saudi Arabia redefines
education; builds
strategic partnerships

AHOUD ALSHAIKH

L5pug (sailps 2o a Sl all (Ll ell gpo) guayb sailps a
li Paris College (CAMPUS ALULA) in partnership with "Ferrandi® and the "College:

oLidi Arabia s 'r.lihﬂ_-ﬁ-lnﬂ n 'FI!I:I.I'H:iI'IE modals. and modern I-Eﬂiul-l:llu'u'-u
transformation in its educational frameworks to address the evoling needs of
landscape under Vision 2030, the sector. A key focus of these efforts are

reflected in postive developments
such as the Maanf acquisition, Riyadh
Schools expansion, and PwC-Emkan merger.
These milestonas axamplify the growing role of
the private sector in education, a key companant
af the Kingdom's public-private partnarship
framework, By encouraging private investments
and collaborations, Saudi Arabia is fostering a
sustainable, inclushwe, and innovative education
gystam. Such progress algns with the Ministry of
Education's broadercommitmeant

RCU partners with === nuwii .

As the Kingdom attracts

commitment to improving edhucation cpuakity and
learning outcomes, pillars essential to sustaining
long -term national transformation,

Tha evodving educational landscape In Saud
Arabia reflacts a robust evironment for both private
education nvestments and PPPs. This growing
appette is evidenced by developments such as
the Maarf for Education and Training acquisition
by Haseana Investment Company, the nvestment
arm of the Genaral Organization for Social
Insurance, Bullding on this, Maarif
recantly acquired lbn Khaldoun
Education Comparny, adding four
sohools and 13,000 students to its

portfolo. Similarly, the expansion

Furranctl Paris Carmpus Al is aligned with Vislon 2030 and RCU s sucoessful community upskilling progects, 5o

EXTENSIVE TRAINING

fareign direct investment and leveragingeducationas . oo Cate

bullds local partnershigs, it is acatalystior sustainable o on sefsated with Misk, and
re I I C C OO satting a reghonal benchmark for developmment amd the PwC-Emban rmarger highlight

leveraging education as a catalyst national progress. the Kingdom's strategy Lo snhance

for sustainable developmeant and private sector participation,

national progress, Additicnally, every year, new intemmational schools

of Culinary Arts

Programs to be offered will equip Saudis
with skills to enter expanding jobs market

will offer diplomas in culmary

Saudi Arabia's journey toward a knowlodge-
based economy |8 rosted In Inltatives supported
by PPPs. Thase afforts, bed by the Ministry of
Education, have resulted in significant progress,
including strategic mergers and acquisitions,
inoreased faraign investmants, and a broadar

range of educational offerings.

At the 28th Workd Investment Conference,
yad Algarawi, assistant minister of education

and private equity firms are armerng the market,
further demonatrating the growing appetite for
Irvestmeant in Saudl Arabia's aducation sector.
Howewer, challenges remain. These inclede
ensuring aguitable accesa to quality aducation
across undersarved regions, addressing the

shortage of skiled teachers, and adapting

for investrnants and privatization, presaentad tha

educational programs to meet the rapidhy
changing demands of the lakbor market

Arab Mews 2L Ya EVFTVT A T
arts, hispitality and tourism — II!L-'.'"? I I-AL'] f"!l- Kingedorm's vision for "The Future of Education _ -

a'a.]‘lnllli"'E!l'll'l-gIl-Eﬂ'ij‘:lﬁﬂlﬂ] gpecialist subyects that will citer and Sustainable Partnerships.” He hi,g:HiEl'l'l:ul:l tha ;;:':ﬁ::,;:: 'L:;f__::__j,;_:r"'::;L:;:",__Lyf::;_ﬁ:ﬁfJ"

training college will provide 1o RCUs comprehensive regenera- @ The college will provide importance of sustainable practices, innovative Rrvane partienrins, and scdscaliong comorate goesenpce

the AlUL comumunity with tion goals and equip residents with — extensive training in cxciting

the skills they need to key skills, fialds to serve AlUla's growth

forge new careers in Sandl Programs include a prepara- @8 @ global destination for

Arabla’s rapidly developlng  tory vear, followed by two years  ToUrism, investment, and r ;' 1 LA SAUDI FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGNS ON KSRELIEF'S SAHEM PLATFORM

jobs ecosyslem, focused on specialization ERNETNY, ! h’ f)ffq. A Fonagann ISR Bonorm fmi

Announced during the 8th Future
[nvestment [nitiative in Rivadh,
the uproming Fermamdi  Pans
Campus AlUla §s the result of an
expansive, multi-year parinership

This initiative reflects RCUS
broader commitment fo investing
in edhucation at all levels, upekilling
Sawdi men and women 1n sectors
imcluding  tourism, film, arche

odbosry, and hospdtality.

® The college is set to
welcome its first intake of 100
students in 202%, according to
a statement by the RCU.,

® Cullnary arts students can

FIGURES

e
K
B

1HARFi

between the Roval Commakssbon Culinary  arts  students can  expect to learn the traditions, Samrons harslaTong gl v e g
for AUl and the historic French  expect 1o learn the traditions, Precesses, and techniques of
school of Culinary Arts and Hospa-  processes, and  techniques of prupﬁll;inglml:l mlng -
tality Managerwent, Ferrandi Parls.  preparing  and  serving  classic FERMHSL U e it
The college will provide exten-  French cuisine and pastry, ¥
sive traming n exciting belds to Hospitality and tounsm classes  community upskiling  projects
serve Alllla's growth as a global  will cover the lull mnge of robles  such as the Hammayah Program,

destination for tourism, Dvest-
ment, and discovery,

The college s s 10 welcome

and services reguired to meet
the needs of growing numbers of

visitors (o AUl and destinations

which has engaged thousamsds
of people fram AU in cubreal,

heritagoe, and tourismm initalives

THE BEST QF THE REST

its first intake of 100 students in - around Saudi Arabia. Meanwhile, initiatives like the Awareness drive Challenges Mo to narcotics
2025, nocording to a statement by Fermandi Paris Campus Alllla Alllla  Scholarship Progrmmme "“’jrﬂ-“ marhks Healiheare l[ll!"]ll]ll o
the RCL is aligmed with the goaks of Saudi continue to enroll Saudi students a
The Ferrandi Parla Campus Al Vigion 2000 and ROU's suceessful - leading mtermational universties. International education focus at ﬂ'“ﬂﬂl‘ Iﬂﬂli.:
Yolunteer Day Jazan University of gat thwarted
The Saudi Ministry of Jazan University wrapped Saudi Border Guards foiled
CULTURAL DIVERSITY Emviranment, Water and up its Saudi International an attempt to smuggle
Agriculture branch in Majran Conference on Medical 160kg of gat in Al-Arda,
Sﬂ"df mmmi.!ﬁ'fﬂﬂ Shﬂuﬂtﬂm Tﬂi m miarked intermational Education on Thuraday. Jazan, and another attempt
Yy Veduritear Day 2024, which The avent, organized to smugele S8k of hashish
herilage al UNESCO meeling in Paraguay | wepscecoes i collabaration with the 5.l B, ke v
Under the slogan “Generous Saudi Society for Medical Preliminary procedures have
Community,” an event was Education, featured been completed in both
Arab Mews Ryadh rosc-infused tea and lattes, along- o global cultural diversity, hield &t the Najran Park workshops and academic cases, and the saized drugs
side traditional sweets such as The commission's prosence af Center, offering awarensss- papers addrassing key wara handad to authorities.
Sauci  Arabias Culinary Arts roseflavored  Saqudanah, all  the forum highlighis the impor- raising and educational issuas and challanges in the Earlier, sscurity officials
Comamission has unveiled a representing clements of Saudi | tanoe of preserving the Kingdom's acthities about voluntearing, sactor, in Jazan arested a resident
pavilion celebrating the newly  national identity and contribating — matbural resolrces while its fislds and objectives. The participants explored for salling 236 kilograns
recognized Taif mose at the 19th prismcding  sustainable  envinon- Brochures an the vital themeas, including the of gat plant in the Al-Dayer
UINESCO  Intangible Cobtural T oo« o e mental practices in the cultivation banafits of volunteering challenges and opportunities governorate. Legal procedures
Hentage Commuties meeling in I ] I'{ 1 l “_..If_l I I F off Tl roses. and its pasitive impact on in implementing collaborative were completed, and the
Asuncion, Paraguay, the Sauds By marketing focal Saudi individuals and socciety were practices among healthcare arrosted suspect was refermed
Fress Agency reporied Tha exhibitlon features specialty products  intermationally, the also distributed to visltors. professtonals. to the relevant authoritles.
Acconding tothe SPA, visitors in - beverages including rose- commission is highlighting the SPA Najran SPA Jazan SPA Jazan
e Sanchi peavillon are discovering  nfused tea and lattes, alongside Ringdom's position as a source of
a curated selection of traditional  traditional sweets such as premium  agricaliural  products
rosc-based culinary creations, rose-flavored Saqudanah, and stimulating myvesiment o the
Thwe exhibdtion Teatures all representing elements of natbonal agricultusal sector, the ‘ Follow Arab News Briefs all through the day @ArabNews

speciallty  beverages including

Saudi national identity.

SPA reporied,
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ARTFULLY CURATED

Misk Art WeeKk returns for

artists, enthusiasts in Riyadh

‘Seeing Rivadh' exhibition features photographs of hingdom'’s capital down through the years

Mada Alturkl Fiysoh

The elghth annual
Misk Art Week began
on Thursday and runs
until Dec. 10, lfeaturing
a spectacular display of
what Is all the latest on
the local art scene,

Enthustasts mished to Prince
Faisal hin Fahd Arts Hall and
its  neighbordng venue Lo
explore new exhibitions, art
fairs, markets, amd educational
programs, while the soothing
solmls of owd music  adeed
charm to the evening

IThrahem Al-Suhaibani, execu-
tve direcior for marketing,
communication,  and Lser
expenence il Misk Art Insti-
tute, todd Arabh News: “We do
have artists who are now estab-
lishing thear career in the art and

cesigm market.
“So, we  sce ourselves
sUppoTting anil hridging

between the establishment and
the mature galleries, and in
between we support the artists
through all the value chain”™

This vear's event is curated
around the theme of art and
lechnology, pushing  artisls
to contemplate the aspects of
digital and media through an
artistic lens,

Al-Subaibani  added: “We
tackle the topic from different
angles: from a research angle,
before nternet, post-internet,
whats the impact of the
technology and the media, how
this is helping artisis to boost
their creativity or even block
them i any way, and how they
really reveal their creativity alter
that Blocking."

Al the entrance of the space,
inspired by how nature is aljve
and ever-changing, the Canadian
art studio I[regular presents
“As Water Falls," a free-flowing
digltal waterfall that continu-

ousty evolves with aliernating

patterns and wvisuals that wall
never be the same for at least
1D years,

While the digital installation
has been presenied in seven
countries around the world this
vear, an additbon was created
especially for Misk Arl Week,
Al-Subatbham saicd, and is being

shown for the first time in
Sandi Arahia.
Further inio  the outdoor

space, Uhe studio presents “Alter-
native Kealities,” an interactive
experience that inviles visitors
to explore and create parallel
worlds 1 real time through
generative artificial intelligence.

By combining word prompts
and arranging a variety of props
al their dispaosal, participants can

HIGHLIGHTS

® At Misk Art Week, Canadian
art studio Iregular |s
presenting ‘As Water Falls,' a
free-flowing digital waterfall

that continuously evolves,

& ‘Alternative Realities” invites
vigitors to explore and create
parallel worlds in real-time
through generative artificial
imtelligence.

& The 'Obsclete Technologies”
showcase features works from
local and international artists,

craft infimite combmations of
realithes that range From slightly
different to wildly surreal,

Al-Subaibani said: “We have
four shows in total for Misk Art
Week, all of them around media
and technology in a different
formal,”

The exhibitions imclude the
Masaha Residency's “Obsolete
Technoblogies™ showease, which
features works from local and
international artists; the “Secing
Rivadh”  exhibition, which
explores  the ciive  slgnificant
transformation over the past
dhecade  through  photography;
the Misk Art Grants “Digital
Civilizations” outdoor exhibit,
which faps into  phenomena
shiaped by modern technology;

and “The Silent Age of Singu-
Larity” exhibition, which investi-
gites the post-internet era.

Al-Suhaibani  saick  “Rivadh
has been evolving in the past
few years, especially now with
the announcement af the metro
starting Lo operate,

"Rivach s hosting big events
and has bocome a hube 5o, we
felt this vear that we needed
to highlight Rivadh, especially
at the beginning of the ‘S0s
and 'Bis"

Ackditionally, the e8]
ifcludes an art book [air
featunng 4 number of inter-
national, regional, and local
publishers to celebrate the rich
and diverse Arab art culiture:

and an extended art and Jdesign

Art wnthusiasts

in Riyadh rushed
to Prince Filsal
bin Fahd Arts

Hall and its

nelghbaring
varuae io explore
new exhibtlons,

art falrs, markets,
and aducational

progrums for
Miah Art Wook.
A ot

market with 852 artists and
entitles at  which the local
community can engage, sell, and
COMITSSI0N Unkque works.

“We designed it in a way thai
anyvone walking by the market
can see evervihing, And there
15 a diversity between painling,
photography, sculpting projects,
aned even design.” Al-Subaibani
saled,

The educational program and
mentorship sessions are  also
part of the institute's sirategy o
educare, enable, and enoourise
new generations of artists,

The art fair space 15 bigger this
vear, and features works from 1l
saudi-based galleries including
Hewar Art, Mono, Halez, WRD
Art, ATHR. and Dawi.

PAYING HOMAGE

Saudi director Hassan El-Hejaili on filming with Kids — and eggs

Jns e Bager ALl

Sauchi fAlmmaker Hassan
El-Hejaili offers a  quirky,
nostalgic portrayal of childhood
mischiefl in his seven-minute
short, “The Extraordinary Misad-
ventures of the Amazing Boy
Super-Blurry,” now screening at
Jeddah's Red Sea International
Film Festival.

The story follows ahored young
Sauchl, Zezo, who discovers that
he can put his hand into boiling
tea wathout being hart.

“Tea is part of our culture ... we
drink it &0 much that its Hhe it
in our veins,” El-Hejatli told Arab
News while sipping a cup of Leq,
explaining why he chose to begin
the story with the beverage,

The audience s invited along

- Iy
"8
- ' | —

Faudi flmmaker Hassan

El-Hajalll offers a guirky,
nostalgle portrayal of childhood
mischief in his seven-minute
ahort, "The Extruverd ey
Mispdventures of the Amazing
Boy Super-Blurry.' Supplied

ﬂ o L i‘l‘lﬁh
T i f.'il:

e
—5-.-'

o fexd’s adventures — or misad-
ventures — with his siblings
the situation in their dyshunc-
tional home escalates and has
ST W eTs bee (iHE @ven o
HMpressive.

Filmed in black and white —
aside from a saturated red tint
in the tea — the aesthetic, which
has shadows and different gradi-
erts, pavs homage 1o classic
CENETms.

"1 consider mysell a cinema-
lover” said  El-Hejaili, whao
has written multiple books on
cinema in Arabic, adding that he
drew inspiration from wvintage
filmmakers such as Georges
Melies, who died in 1938,

El-Hefaili chose a  kitchen
and bathroom as the primary
settings, spaces noi ofien secn
i Sauck films.

“Thoe moms are the hear
of the home”™ he said, “but
every tme the family in the film
gathers there, something goes
wrong" The film's tight quarters

FASTRACTS

@ Hassan El-Hejaili's short film
follows a bored young Saudi,
Zezo, who discovers that he
can put his hand into boiling
tea without tmln.g; huwrt.

& Filmed in black and white

= aside from a saturated red
tint in the tea — the assthetic,
which has shadows and
differant gradients, pays
homags to classie cinema

create a sense of closeness and
chaotic spontaneiiy, capturing
playful =ibling rivalries, while
the distracted parenls are oo
ghsorbed n their smariphones
to notice.

The portraval of children in

the film diverges from typical
Saeli cinema  and  doesn'
spoon-fecd everyvthing o the
andience — El-Hejaili trusts that
they will be able to pour thelr
own cups of tea and join imn.

“In most Sawdi films, Kids
are wise beyond their yvears”™
El-Hegatli explained. 1 wanted
them to lie, Aght and break stufl
— i in a way that destroys the
world, but in a cate, real way.
Siblings fight. It's natural.”

One of the most memorable
scenes  during the two-day
shool was an egg  fight
sequence. "It was fun o fAlm
bButl a nightmare o clean,” he
sajd, laughing. “This was the
first and last experiment and
experience Hlming with kKids —
Al eggs"
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Majin Houssarl E=irut

The Lebanese Army will
continue to cooperate
with UNIFIL in southern
Lebanon, government
figures sald on Friday in
a meeting with visiting
[alian officials,

Caretaker Defense  Minister
Mlatirice Slim hilgtulighred
Lebhanon's full adherence to UN
Resolution 1700 during talks with
hi= Tlalian  counterpart, Guido
Crosetio.

He condemned mecent lsrach
actions on Lebanese termitory as a
“hlatant viodatbon of the ceasefire
lermms.”

The meetng reviesed “malitary
cooperation  bebween  Lebanon
and Italy, along with the important
robe of the UNIFIL [talian contin-
eent,” according to Shim's office.

Crosetto bricfed Shim on Italian
efforts to reach a ceasefire agree-
menl In Lebanon o] “esdah-
lish staimlity, partculanty i the
souith, through existing coopera-
Hon between UNIFIL and the
Lebhanese Army”

Ttaly “will continee 0 sEppor
Lhe Lebarese Army Dy ormanizingg

GRAVE RISKS

[.ebanese defense minister
condemns Israeli truce violations

o Ceaselire supervisory committee flies over South Litani sector e Army patrols stop infiltrators

People ocross through the destroyed border orossing polnt between
Lebanon and Syria in Arida, which wis bit by an laraell slrstrike. AF

further comferenoes to enhance its
capabilities, especially during this
Critecil stage” sap] Crosetin,

Slim =uid the Lebaness Army
*will cooperate as much as
possible with UNIFIL, particularly
at this critical pincture, as the army
plays a centrad role in maintaining
security and stability in the south.”

Crosettoalsomet Lebanese Army
Commander Gen, Jseph  Aoun.
[aban Army Chiel Gene Luciamno
Portolano was also present.

They discussed “ways o
strengthen cooperation  between
e P OO TS armes.”

Tha= chiplomeatic efiorts

continued as Lebanon said il
closed all land border crossings
with SVTIA 0 |"||-||:|-_'.' excepl lop
the central route hnking Betrul
to the Syrian capital, Damascus,
The General Security Direc-
torate said the Masnaa crossing
will remain open for entries
and exit=s.

The decision follows a series
of Israell atrstrikes that targeted
Lebanese-Syvrian border  onoss-
inges on Friday moming.

Chwing all bt one border
croasing will ensure the safety of
civilians, the directorate sabd,

Public Works Mindster Al

Hamileh itold Hewlers that the
Isroeli strikes targeted the Syrian
sl of the Ardah border crossing
in the north and the Jousich
crassing on the eastern side.

According 1o Lebanon's National
News Agency, the Lebanese Army
st upcheckpoints and dispatched
patrods amid strct measures andd
procedures.

The agency sakd that the army
was mtensively deploved  along
the border area in Akkar and other
villages and torms  aclfacent to
SATIAN lerrilory

In parallel to the Lebanese
security measures, rapid military
developments were taking place
in  Syri Armed  ofposition
Tl ns wWere :|||1.':||1|:i||!,; fovwared
Homs governorade, close to the
Lebanese border. Fears of infiltra:
tion attempds into Lebanese tormi-
fory and illegal mmigration also
mountcd in Lebanon.

Lebanese Army Command said
on Friday that “two anny units,
backed by two military intelli-
rence units, arrested 36 Syrians,
including 24 people  detained
at the Deir Ammar checkpoint
in the north, for residing in
Lebanon withoul begal docume-

latron, as well ax 12 olhers in Bel

Al-Tashm, Hermel, for clandes-
lnely emlenng Lhe country”

Israchh Army spokesperson
Avichay Adrace claimed that
Israe] targeted Svrian routes wsed
for transporting combat equip-
ment, as well as infrastructure
established near the Border with
Lebanon.

The oeasefine botween
Hezbaodlsh and Israel was signed
o than a week ago bat Iscacll

BACRGROUND

Israel stepped up its campaign
in south Lebanon in late
September after nearly a year
of cross-border axchanges
bogun by Hezbollah in support
of Hamas following the Oct. 7,
2023 attack on southem |srasl.

violations by air and land continue,

n  Thursday mnight, Israchi
drones amnd jets flew at  low
altbtucdes
alrspace, roem Shebaa n the far
soith to Hermel in the far northe
cast, passing through Beorut and
iE sourthern suburhs,

The number of 1sraell viedatons

exceeded 50 since U early hours

TS Lebiinpese

of Mov, 27, resatlting in the deaths
o 15 petopie 1N & seres ol airstinkes,
inclheding onge in Hans, which
killed six civilians. Onm  Friday
murning,. lsracl military vehicles
anl tanks advanced into Altarouin
it thie Bint Jheet] district.

Aftaroun had been subgected
o extensive lsmaeli combing
operations with medium-caliber
machine guns during the night.

The Isracli Army had prohib-
ited residents of the border area
from returming  antil  further
notice, continuing the demoli-
fion of buiddings, houses and
facilities it had begun before the
ceascire.

Lebanese Army Command said
that the commmiites
cverseeing Lhe implementation of
the ceaschire agreement, chaired
by the US, would hold its firsi
meeting early next week.

The committee conducted an
aerizl tour by helicopder over the
Sciith Litand sector and assessed
il fielel iation

It includes US Map Gen
Insper Jeffers, French Brig, Gen
Cruillawme Porschin, and Lebanese
representative and commander of
il Soarth Titani secior, Brig. (e

Eclgar Losvnices,

Fve-purty

SUFFERING

Ailing kids wait months
for Israeli permission to
leave Gaza for treatment

AP Dal A-Balah

The [2-vear-old Palestinian
boy was lyving in a hospital bed
in ceniral Gazx, wracked with
leukemda,  malnourished, and
whimpening i pain despite the
morphing:  doctors were  ZIving
him, when HRosalia Bollen, a
LUINICEF offictal, said she saw him
in bte Ociofser,

Istam Al-Fayvalen™ Fmily had
ashed Lsraeli authorities six times
over the past months for permis-
spon U6 evacuate him rom Gaza
for a desperately needed stem ol
transplani. Bollen said.

she said the request was refused
six tmes for unexplained security
(sl s,

[=lam died three days aller she
saw him, Bollen said.

Thousands of patients in Gaza
are waiting for Israeli permis-
stom for urgently needed medical
evacuation from Gaza for treat-
ment of war wounds of chronie
iliseases they canmot ged alter the
chestruction of moch of the termito-
rv's health care system by Israel’s
L5-month military campaign.

Among thern are at beast 2500
children wha UNICEF savs must
be transporied immediately,

“They cannot afford to wailk
These chibdren will die. They
are cving i waating, and T find it

sirtloing that the world i letting
that happen.” Bollen said

The Israch military often takes
months to respond to medical
evacuation  reguests, amd the
mumber of  evacuatlons has
plunged in recent months, In
soine cases, the mulitary regects
either the patient or, in the case
of children, the caregivers accom-
panyving them on vagoee security
gronirkds or with no explanation,

The lsraeli decisions appear to
be “arbitrary and are not made
ot criteria nor logic,” sabd Moeen
Mahmood, the Jordan country
director for Doctors Withowot
Baorders.

COGAT, the Istaell  military
agency in charge of humanfirian
aflairs for Palestmans, saidd in a
statement that it “makes cvery
effort to approve the depariure
o chibdren and ther fammibies for
medical treatments, subject o a
security chech™

It did mot respord when asked
fowr dhi=tatls aboud Islam'’s case

A military official said Ismael
mmternal  intelipence  service
reviews whether the patient or
their escort has what he called “a
cannecton o termirlsm,”

I o is Found, they are refused,

O Shaheen, who s nearly
2 mow  Guees |"|:|.l.'||:|','_ s Pyes
removed aller Ismel mejected bhas

Palostinlans walt for food on
Friday at a distributlon center in
Khan Younls, Gara Strip. AF

evacuition [or treatment of cancer
in his retinas.

The toddler was diagnosed with
cancer i April after his mother,
sondos Al Libdka, notioed his e
eyelicl was |:I_|T_|-u-;_:-}'.

The World Health Orgama-
on requested his  cvacuation
throtrch the Rabah Border crossing

-
ﬁﬂlf -
- I |+ L

in southem Gaza, but the crossing
was shut down in May wien lsracli
troops took It over i an offensive,
Al Libdla said,

WHO appdied again, this time for
Oisaicd o leave through the Rerem
sShalom crossing imto Isracl, now
the only route for evacuees (o
irmvel, During the long wadt, the
cancer spread to the child's ather
ey and reached stage 4.

Abu Libda wag told Oscibd was
repected on secunty grounds

HIGHLIGHTS

® WHO says 14,000 patients
of all ages need medical
evacuation from Gaza.

& The territory's Health
Minkstry puts the number
higher, at 22,000, including
7,000 patients in extreme
naed who could die soon

without treatment,

m Movember, and there was no
further expanation.

She was stunned, she said “T did
el expeect that a child could get a
seCULY rejection,”

Doctors have given the boy
three doses of chemotherapy.
Bui with supplies short in Gaza,
theye struggling o 2ot more,
Il they can’t, they will have to
remove Osadd’s eves, or cancer will
spread] to ather parts of lils body,
Aban Libda sk,
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laraal & ansaslt
an Gara has

rasulted In
deaths of ovar

44 5§00 paople,
moatly clvillnns,
according to
data from thea
'm
Hamas-run
Health Minlstry,
which the UN
considors
rofiabde. A

CONFLICT

[sraeli troops force Indonesian
medical team to leave north Gaza

Indonesians were the only surgeons left at hamal Adwan Hospital in the enclave

Natalia Laskowska Ciotal

Indonesian medics
volunteering at the Kamal
Adwan Hospital in north
Gaza sald they were
forced by Israell troops to
leave the area on Friday,
days after arriving with
cmergency assistance,

Like the rest of Gazas north, the
Rarmnal Adwan Hospital has been
ciil ol from any supplies since
early October, enduring multiple
[sracli strikes amd o sicge and
running ot of fuel, among other
VIR ket i 8 (e

Five volunfeers from  the

nclonesian noEEevermimental
orgamzation Medical Emergency
Hescue Committee, or MEHR-C,
arrived in the facility on Dec. 1 and
were the fisst emergency medical
e [0 reach i in G0 davs,

They were forced to Rave on
Friday moming followimg  two
warnings. I, Faradina Subistivaii,
a surgeon from the MER-C, said in
a video clip upon armval in Gaza
City.

“We wialked from Ramal Adwan
unfil Salah Al-Din Street)” she said,
*They are bombing the hospital
T

Most of the hospitals doctors
have been detained by Israeli
soldiers in raids since late October.

HIGHLIGHT

Like the rest of Gaza's north,
the Kamal Adwan Hospital has
been cut from any supplles

aince sarly October, enduring

miultiple Israsll strikes and a
siege and running out of fusl,

amang other necessities.

The Inchomesdan team,
comprising Subistivand, another
stirpreon, an obstetrician, and o
murses, were the only ones able to
perform surgerics in the past days,
the hoapital's director, Dr. Hussam
Abu Safiva, sakd In a stateTment
afler their departure,

“No surgeons are lell” he s,
a= he reporied =cores of casualties
from Fridav’s attacks.

“Medical supplies are running
eiil, amd there are hundreds of
VIS

From the hamal Adwan Hospital,
the Indonesian team walked 1o
the nearby Indonesia Hospatal
— @ factlity that was ~imded amd
opeened by MER-C in 2006, Heavily
damaged by lsracli strikes last
vear, the hospital partly reopened
i1 Juime, It has been targeted agsin
since Chetober,

Yideo footage shared by MER-C
shows the Indonesian medics
sheliering in the facility, amid
strikes hitting Uwe baibding.

“We have evacuated om the
KRamal Adwan Hospital, now at
Indonesia Hospatal. God willing,
we'll walk to Salah Al-Din” one of
thee volunieers sald m the clip, “Dr.
Huessum amdd other local medical
staff remained m Kamal Adwans™

When they reached Salah Al-Din
Road, the main highway ol the
Craza Srip, they were picked up by
a Pabestine Red Crescent Socicty
ambubince.

“There were still people walking
some 300 meters behind  ws”
Ramal Pufra Pratama, a nurse
from the team, said in a video from
the car. “ Hopefully the people wio
were I Ramal Adwan, the sick
peeogle, cin be evacuated.”

ECONOMIC WOES

(Ghanaians see presidential vote as a way out of hardship

AP hcora

Joseph Andwi knows what he
Wanls &% a4 youngE person  n
Ghana casting his voite Tor the
first time on Saturday when the
West African natlon elects s
next president.

What he s ot sure of, though,
is whether the election’s outcome
wouldd improve the worst cost-
of-living crisis In a generation
in Ghana, one of the region
economic  powerhouses which
has struggled in recent years with
hirh public debt, a wealened
local currency and high inflation,

“I wani o vote to kick ouk the
curment | povernment  bocause
they have not been kind to young
people” said Antwi, 3 trader in
the capital of Accra, accusing the
outpoing povernment of Presi-
cbent Mana Addo Akufo-Addo of
breaking it electoral promises
since it was firsdl elected cight
VEATS 2850,

But the opttons for a candidate
that will bring change are Hmited,
he sald, echoing the concems al
some ol the 187 milllon people
registered to vote for both presi-
chenil and members of parliament.

Crhana’s presidental elechons

have historically been two-horse
races, This time i= no different,

Although 12 candidates are
nmning o become Ghana’s
next pregident, it B seen as a

tight race between Vice Presl-
cent  Mahamudu Bawomia of
the rmulng New Patnotic Party
government that has struggeled 1o
resolve the economic crisis, and

immedhate past Preswdent John
Mahama, the leader of the main
opposition Mational Democratic
Congress.

In their final campaign rallies
on Thursday, both candidaies
made a last push to pitch their
political parties as the answer 1o
G hana'’s economic Woes,

Bawumia, a fwrmer depuoty
governor of the ceniral bank,
promdsed to butld on the outgodng
administration's elTorts and stahi-
lze the economy. "1 knosy what
I want to do from day one in the
presidency” Hawumia, 61 Dold
cheerng supporiers in Accra

MIGRANT CRISIS

Dozens
arrested
ACTOSS

craclkdown

AFP Lorcian

Police have arrested dozens

of people in 3 cross-border
crackdown against people-
smuggling  gangs exploiting

frec movement between the UR
and Irelamd, Brtain's Interior
Ministry said.

The crackdown “has led 1o the
arrest of 35 people in multiple
lbocations across the UK and
Ireland,” the UR Home Office
sitded 11 i statetmend,

Immigration staff and police
rijded locations in NMorthern
Ireland, England and Scotland as
part of the three-day operation,
il sadd.

It targeted cnminal groups
cxploiting the Common Travel
Area and abusing UR borders on
all fromts, sakd the statement.

The CTA allows British and
Irish citizens only to travel
without passporis between the
Eslamds of Treland, Great Britain,

SPEEDREAD

® Earlier this year, after a
surge in people applying ¥
or asylum in the republic,
Dublin said most had come
aver the land border with

Morthem lreland.

® The Home Office said
that checks at major ports,
alrports, road networks and
private addresses across
the country had detected
the gangs” activities.

® Operating in the UK and
internationally, they axploit

vulnerable migrants.

the Iske of Man and the Channel
Islan«ds.

But it has sparked uneasc in
Ireland amid allegations that
migranis are using Belfast as a
backdoor to the republic, and in
the other directron imto Britam.

Earlier this year, after a surge
in penple applving for asyium in
the republic, Dublin said most
had come over the land border
with Northern Irelamnd.

The Home Ciffice galdd
thit checks al major ports,
arports, mad networks and

private addresses across  the
country had detected the gangs’
activities,

Operating in the UK and inter-
nationally, they exploit vualner-
able migrants, charging them
thousands of pounds to enter the
UR illegmlly, i acloed.

HONORED

Londons
Muslim
mayor sel for
knighthood

Arab Mews | oo

Lomdon Mavor Sadig Khan
is reportedly set to receive a
knighthoosd in the New Year
Honours ILi= to he annoaneed
by Ring Charles.

Khan, the frst Muslim mayor
of the UK capital, is believed
to have made the annual list

of those recognized by the
monarch for public  service,
alngside  other prominent
current  and  former  HBritish
politicians

soarees close 1o the mavor did
nol deny he was in line for the
knighthood when approached
by the Financial Times,

RKhan, 54, has been a prominent

FASTFACT

Sadig Khan, 54, has been a

prominent face in UK politics
for two decades, having been
elected to Parliament in
2005 to represent

hiz home borough of
Tooting in London,

face in UR politics For
two decades, having
been elected to Parlia-
ment in 2005 to repre-
sent his home boroagh
of Toating in Logsdon,

He served as
A Eovernment
minister under
Gordon Brown,

became mavor of London in
20015, and won a historie third
term in May this vear.

The FT said the draft of the lis
has vet to receive final approval
by  EKing Prime
Minister Reir Starmer. A govern-
ment spokesman said: “We do
nofl comment on speculation
o honours,”

Charles o
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ndonesla, Philippines
= Political crisis Heritage
Defiant Macron Prince William
agr‘ l," I O I ‘ Ipa I la " I sivchs new French to atiemd cathedral
prime minisier reopening
L & - ; . A ; L
President Emmanael Macron The UK's Prince Willinm
l l l I I 0 O n e a I Ow on Friday was holding talks will attend Samrday s
with French political leaders re-opening of Notre Dame
om U lefl amed Fight as he seeks | cathedral in Paris, Bensingion
1,!I.r _ I 1|||r]||.r ¥ TR S 1 3 e 8 - i I l 2 ]}]: I SgecThAn o Name a 0ew Primse mandsier Palace sapd on Frgday, but
LISILL. e -E.I._I_Llllt.l.. t[} I.[t LT [ 1€ FLI SOOI CONcernec I-{} t 1€ 11 II-:I-!J:IILFT and fimd a wav out of Frances his wife, Catherine, will nai
political crisis ACoOmpany .
Macron adopled a debhand “The Prince of Wales
AFP Jakarts tome im an address to the nation | will travel to Paris tomornmow
late Thurscay, 24 hours after to attend the coremony mark-
A Filipino on death Prime Minkster Michel Barnd- ing the recpening of the Nojre
row in Indonesia e povernment was ousted in Diume Catlwstdeal” the palace
could be home before a historic no-confidence vole, =axicl in a stalement,
Christmas after Manila Macron vowed 1o name & “His Roval Hizhness is
and Jakarta signed an new prime minister in the traveling at the request of
agreement to repatriate “corming days,” rejected grow- His Majesty's Government on
her, officials sald Friday. ing pressure from the opposi behalf of the United Kingdom,”
tion to resign. AFP it added. AFP
Mother of two Mary Jane Veloso
was  arrested i 2000 aller
the suifcase st wWas carmyving
was found to be lined with 2.6 'f?‘ . !} CE ALGERIA:
kilograms (5.7 pounds) of heroin, [l AT URBAMIZATION

Her supporters claim  she
was duped by an international
citug symchicate, and in 2015, she
narrowly cscaped execution
after her suspected recruiter
wis arrested,

“We agree to return the person
concerned to the Philippines)”
Indomesias  sendor  law  and
htman  rights  minkster  Yosril
[hza Mahendra told reporters
after s=igming a “practical
arrangement™ for  Veloso's
repatriation in Jakaria,

“Mary Jane Veloso becomes
the responsibility of the Philip-
pines,” he said, adding that he
hadd heard that the death penaliy
would be changed into life
Impresommneni.

Yusril said the transfer could be
carried out “before Christmas.”

“Mavbhe around Dec. 20 0 can
be realized”

Veloso's mother todd AFP
shie was “clated and surprised”
tv hear of her daughter’s
hoanectHming.

“We can finally be tosmether
this Christmas,” Celia Veloso, 65,
saldl. “This might be the happlest
Christmas we will ever have as a
lfamily"™

Velosos case sparked uproar
in the Philippines, with rallies
of suppart amd world boxing
sUupsrstan Manny  Pacduuaan

Cormmectional AMfaire’ Yusril Ihea Mohsndro, left, shahss hands with Philippines” Justics Undesrescrotary

.-"" l‘f,,,. .rr,.-' i .’,-'" .-".Jf‘,-

.

s

Maul Vasguasr during the signéng cemmaony of a daal ta send homes Moy Jane Veloso, i Jakarta, Friday, 07

pleading for her life,

Her supporters said she was
headed to work as a maid when
she was arrested in Indonesia,

She was due o face the Ainng
squad in 2005 but the Philip-
pineg government won a last-
minute reprieve for her after a
woman suspected of recruiting
her was armested and pul on
irial for human trafficking and
Veloso was named a prosecution
WIEHTFESA.

The Philippines' Department
of Justice Undersecretary Raul

Vasquez  expressed “heart-
[l eratituce” over Veloso's
repatriation.

“We are hopeful that we will be
able to do this before Christmas
s that 1 will be a happler
Christmas for everyone,” he saicl.

HIGHLIGHT

Philippines” Department
of Justice Undersecretary
Raul Vasguez expressed
'heartfelt gratitude' over
Valosa's repatriation.

The Velosos have “long been
wanting o see their family back
and hold her in their arms.”

Vasquez sakl Veloso would
serve her sentenoe "as agreed
upnn, in accordance with Philip-
alme baws”

"We do understand and we
respect  the deciston of the
Indonesian courts with respect
to the sentence that was meted
om our citizen Mary Jane Veloso,”
hie sakcl.

Indonesia has some of the
world's  toughest drug  laws
including the death penalty fos
traffickers.

Al least 530 people were on
death row in the Southeast Asian
nation, mostly for drog-related
crimes, according to data from
rights group RontraS, ciling
official Agures.

As of early November, 94
foreigners were on death row in
Indonesla, all on drgs charges,
according to data from the
Ministry of Immigration and
Caorrecins

Indonesia is also in talks with
Aunstralia and France after Presi-
dent Prabowo  Subianto  had
agreed to fulfll their requests (o
hand back zome prisoners who

were senlenced on drig r.'I'Iill'].."l.'F-

HISTORIC MILESTONE

‘We love our food’: Malaysians cheer

as breakfast culture joins UNESCO list

Konyakumard Damordaran

Bl s L

For many Malaysians, breakfast
has alwavs been the highlight
of the day — and now, it is also
a source of pride after gaining
a place on UNESCOS cultural
heritage list.

The UN  body  wvoled on
Thursday to include Malay-
s1a’s brealkfast culture, "a hving
heritage related to the traditional
dietary practices” on its list of
Intangible Cultural Herltage ol
ity

The recogmition was immeaedi-
ately welcomed by the Minlstry
of Culture as a “historic

milestone™ as it was Malaysia's
first UNESCO entry related to
food and gastromomy. I also
drew delighted responses from
all those from whom breakfst
15 an integral part of family and
socinl life.

Heng Wel Boon, a 47-vear-old
engineer, still remembers the
food his mother used (o prepan:
when he was growing up in
Penang.

The usual menn was half
bolled epps  with  foast,
porridge, or noodle soup.
All three dishes wuntil now
retnaln his hreakfast favorites
T R ETTRG

“It il ot matter o i1 was a

school day. IF it is, breakfast is at
B30 a.m. I not, it's around 745
or 8 a.m.,” he said.

“It is a meal 1o start the day and
here in Malaysia, we take it very
serrausly”

From home kitchens to
kopitiams — traditional coffec
houses — o roadsicde  stalls
and office caleterias, the firs
meal of the day is like a ritual
in all of Malaysias multi-ethnic
COMMmnies,

"1 grew up In a Kampung
ivillagel neighborhood, in the
city, and back then, sometimes,
somee of the moms took tums
making breaklfast for the kids
w It Was such a fun time, and

it = a memory so many of us
cherish amd =il talk absout,”
Mur Matasha Siraj, a A% year old
pharmacist in the Klang Valley
fonled Arab News

"Now, as a working adult,
taking that time for breakiast
to =it and share 2 meal to siart
my day — I8 an important peart
of my routine, as it s for many
Malaysian=. The boomers in
my hospital would never not go
for breakfast and even give us a
scoldimg for missing breakfast,
Not so0 much because they care
about oser health, but becawse it
is our time to check in with one
anagther amnd bond before the
rush of the day begins.”
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What Were Reading Today

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Not for Profit: Why Democracy
Needs the Humanities

MARTHA C. NUSSSEALIM

In thils short and powerful darmacratic citizena.

book, celabrated philosopher But recantly, Nussbaim

Martha C. Nussbaum makes Arpues ‘I:hinI'I:i'nE; absaut the

a passionate case for the aimes of education has gone

importance of the liberal arts at  disturbingly awry in the US and

all leveds of aducation. abroad. We increasingly treat
Historically, the e o aducation as though

humanitses have | -""'“:I: "; o it pq'lr'nu.rll goal ware

been central to :GEEE-I?A dM to teach students

education because | to be economically

they have baan saen | yi4y7 g productive rathar

as essential for '. “1 T Hm thain to think

creating competent | ,. vy eritically.

TPROFN

Impeach threat looms After graft probe

Shis Yoon Croatia I'M

under pressure survives

to reslgn no-confidence vote

South Korea’s ruling party
leader safd President Yoomn Suk
Yeol needed (o be removed
from power [or tryimg fo
impose martial law, Increasing
the pressure on him bo gt
even though members of his
People Power Party bide on
Friday reaffirmed its formal op-
position to his impeachment.
On Saturday, lawmakers will
virle on Lhe maimn opyposiiaon
Democratic Party's motion to
impeach Yoon, who shocked
the nation kate on Tuesday
when he gave the military
SWECDIE CIMETECDCY poWers It
order to root out what he called
“anti-state forces™ and obstrac-
Homist opponenis. Rewters

Croatia’s conservative
Prime Minister Andrej
Plenkovie stirvived a no-
confidence vote in parfiament
Friclay that was called by the
opposition following a high-
prafile graft investigation.

Croatia has long struggled
to contain rampant govern-
ment cormapdion, with more
than a dozen ministers from
Plenkovic's center-right HDE
party stepping down since
2

During that thme two
ministers suspected of
eormuplion were armested,
incleding Health Minister
Vili Beros who was taken into
custody last month. AFP

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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Opinion

Weaponized cyber realm could spell unimaginable doom

veryvday 1 look with fear al
news reports of cybersecu:
rity incidents of hacking,
online threats, and infra-
structire damage — 1n-
tentional or unintentional
— across key regtons of the warld. Some
are sapd o emanale from hostile states,
others from criminal actors on behall of
states or simply commitied by gangs in
tent on theft, blackmail or onward sale of
sensitive data to be used by third parties
in an increasingly dark side of the tech
world and imternet

Not a single day passes without a
report of another hack or attempt to
steal data and penetrate key infrastruc-
Lure fo fest vulnerability amnd or to exert
pressure, or to simply dismpt or sow
chaos, In recent weeks, the US deputy
patioil security adviser for cvber andd
emerging lechnodogy, Anne Neaberger,
has confrmed that state hackers have
compromised telecommunications
infrastruciure across the U5 as part of a

Mechanical
systems can be
hijacked by those
with malicious
intent who find
loopholes in the
many layers ol
digital defenses

g

§ S

PEAL AL A B L -

massive cspionage campaten affecting
dozens of countries and a multitude of
companies. This is to exploit vulnerability
in thedr system, harvest data or simply
etthance penetrability of often civilian
infrastructure like telecommunication
connectivity ar health infrastraciure,
siirely with the atim of using i1 as a Weapon
of cotrcion or mayhe €yen war.,

{mn this side of the Atlantic, the new
UK head of the National Cyber Security
Cenire, Richard Horne, revealed in a
repaort this week that enemy digital
pperations emanating from Russian
"areression and recklessness™ and
China's *highly sophisticated” digital
operations have trebded,

The NCSC's annual report shows that the
wide-ranging danger is underestimated by
the puhlic as well as by the private sector.
Homie calls for his country *io increase Lhe
pace 1o keep ahead of adversaries”

Hr said: “There is no room for compla
cency about the severity of state-led
threats or the volume of the threat

MOHAMED CHEBARDO

konamed Thebars 6 o Srtiksh

ek e e i e o e T

25 yaana oF aepadircs Coverng
s, BEr e, Celnes, curreed
affoins andl depdomaury. He B aso s
el Corauiant ond rane

www . arabnews com./ opinian

posed by cvber criminals,” and added

the “defense and resilience of critical
infrastructure, supply chains, the

public sector, and wider economy must
improve” He cites examples of hacks that
affected the BEribsh brary in 20223, and
anoiher Incident In 2024 when stale-
sponsored gangs carried oul rAansomwiare
attacks to disrupt the UR's health service,

But could state and regulatory bodies
keep up with and controd or Hmit those
threats? And at what cost, in an age of
dwindling resources and the continued
blurmng of lines befween what couwld
b considered private secltor and sensi
tive state infrastructure, often built and
managed by huge international corpara-
tions with government clicnts?

More dangerous is that such warnings
often colnckde with reports of serfous
intentional or unintentional damage
affecting critical infrastructure whene
attthorties were often unable to find suff
cient proof of malicious intent.

The waorld should be able to conclude

that the tech realm has had tremen-

dous benefits for all and that digital
technology, despite its many advantazes,
has innumerable downsides. Cell plrones
eniable location tracking that erodes
privacy. Data can be manipulated and
destroyed. Mechanical systems can be
fugacked by those with malicious imtent
who hnd loopholes in the many layers of
digital defenses.

But a= these technologies have become
essential to our day-to-day Hves and
coflinue o hoos] econamic growli, I||-|_'_l.-
remain vilal for sociefal productivity,
allowing all to access information on an
unprecedented scale,

Should reazon therefore not prevail to
Limit the intrusion and weaponization of
those svstems for the safety of all? There is
a need to neutralize the threats to digital
services, foods, and Infrastrocture through
gtobal governance. Alfter all, these are
crucial for mankind and its continued
pxistence and prosperity, despite their
being attractive soft targeis,

& o
I would be a

tragic irony if
the Budapest
Memorandoum

ended up

accelerating
nuclear

proliferation

Impact of Russia-Ukraine conflict on nuclear proliferation

ussia's invasion of Ukraime

i February 2022 has led fo

papserous unintended gobal

CoEseuences. Among these

are heightened concems

kot foodd Insecurity, espe-
clally in vulnerable regions, and an acute en-
ergy orisds in Europe, which is only now being
atidressed through a complete restructunng
of the continent s energy imports. Ecoasamic
uncertaimity and inflation have sarged, par-
ticulardy in Afirica and the Midkdle East,

However, one consequence that has

escaped widespread discussion is the
impact on efforts to prevent nuclear prolif-
eration, To understamd thiz issue, il s essen-
Bl Gy exammine: Che recenl story of nuclear
weapons m the former Soviet Union, When
the Soviet Unbon collapsed in 1997, 15 newly
independent stales emerged, Uthree of

which — Ukraine, Kazalkhstan and Belamss
— found themselves in possession of sizable
purmbers of Soviet nuckear weapons Whike
Razakh=tan and Belams quckly transiemed
control of their nuckear arscnals to Moscow,
Ukraine's situation was different.

At the time, Ukraine unexpectedly became
the world's third argest nuclear power.
I'his trigmered an internal debate about the
contry s nuclear feture. On the one hand,
Ry il I|||“-.-|' WS W TRl Ing [ |‘|:||
of their operational Tfe, amd Ukraine Boked
the resources to modernize and mamiain
them. On the other hand, there was signifi-
cant supsort for retaining a nuclear deterrend
b eresure the nation's security and defense

Ultimatedy, after signihcant mtermmtional
pressure, Ukraine agreed to relinguash all
its inherited nuclear weapons in exchange
for substantial economic support and

LUKE COFFEY

Luse Coffey =g senicr Tediowy

at e Hug=an iInstibibs
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secunty guarantees from Hussia, the US and
the UK. This agreement culminated in the
SAFTLITE ol he ]1LI.IE:|iIiII‘.'lI1 M emsorandunm on
Securtly Assurances on Dec, 5, 1944,

This weck marks the 30th anniver-
sary of the agreemeni. According to the
memoramndum, Hussia, the UR and the US
agreed to “reaffirm their obligation to refmdn
from the threat or use of force agninst the
territorial integrity or palitical independence
of Ukraine, and that none of thetr weapons
Will ever be used aganst Ukraimse exoepd in
self-tefense or otherwise in accordance with
the Charter of the United Nations."

However, as time went on, the Budapest
Memaorandum becarme feaught with
ambdguities, It meant different things o
different parties. Since Russia's annexa-
tion of Crimea in 2014 and its invasion of
Ukraine in 2022, Ukraindans have accused

their Western pariners of failing to honor
the memorandum's security guaraniees,

Froan the 1S perspective, i e Fuclapres
Memorandum was a memorandiom — nok a
legally binding treaty, For the US, obligations
under such agrecments require Senate ragif-
cation to carry the foroe of b, While the US
andd UUR argue that it is Russia, nod them, that
ha= violated the memorandom, this distine
thom remains i sore point for Ukraine,

This week, during a NATO forelgn milnks-
bers” mecting in Briossels, Ukrine's Foregr
Minmister Andrii Sviaha held up the country’s
original copy of the Budapest Memorandum,
as a symbolic reminder to the world of the
coamdieents made three |.|.-|'l.'.'|-:|.-|':~.:|.J.'.-|:|.

I woutld bea tragic irony i the Budapest
Memorandum, designed to reduce the
number of nuclear-armed states, ended up
accelerating nuckear proliferation
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Anticipating Trump’s foreign policy

rediction 1= always difficult,
but doubly so in the case of
the 115 president-elect. Don-
abd Trump not anly changes
his positions often, he also
considers unpredictability

to be a useful bargaining tool. Still, one

can try to get a sense of what his foreign

podicy will look like from his campalgn

statements, his high-level appointments

and his first term.

In Washington, it is
often said that “personnel

e

With Trump already announcing plans
bt glap tariffs on imports from Mexico,
Canacla and China, we should certainly
expect some new levies to be imposed.
Buil the tariffs" rates, duration and exemp-
fiomns remain uncertain and subject to
both domestic political pressures and
Trump®s personal whims. As his designee
for treasury secretary, Scott Bessent,
recently said: "1 think a lot of what he's
doing 5 1o escalate o
de-escalate, and my goal
[or his administration

is podicy.” But while we Trumpundoubtedly  would be Lo save interna-
bl vion | wantstoetendhls
positions, the proablem ]ll'l-l:ll'!l-ll-l::lrl_'aﬁlt:l 1% how Trump mighi

15 that their stated views the region, but itis respond Lo retaliation by
somelimes condlict with nmmlﬂﬂr Amerncas trade partners.
cach other. With Trump will bou IF tit-for-tat tracle wars
making every effort to he goa th drive tarills and prices
avoid the traditional higher, the return of

Hepublicans who hemmed him in dunng
his first term, the commaon denominator
among his choices this time 1s personal
lowalty. Bul even this quality does not help
us predict policy.

Comnsitler the question of China., Trump's
choibces for secretary of state and national
securlty adviser — Sen. Marco Hubio and
Rep, Michael Waltz, respectively — are
well-known “hawks”™ who see China as a
diominant threat that demands a strong
respaonse. We also know from his campaign
that Trump is eager o introduce new
tanffs on imports from allics, with even
higher tariffs on goods from China.

inflation may trigeer a domestic political
backiash. Since Trump prides himself
o his deal-making prowess, he may
seek compromises, Would he offer his
Chinese counterpart, Xi Jinping, weaker
'S support [or Tarwan in exchange for
a trade deal that he could hold up as a
victory? Some of America’s Aslan allies
waorty aboul precisely this scenario,
Judging by Trump's campaign statements
and previons termm in the White House, we
shoubkd also expect him to devalue mulii-
lateralism and alliances, He has promised
to again withdraw from the Paris climate
agreement and to increase domestic
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praduction and exports of o1l and gas. While
the price of renewable energy has been
dechning in the L5, it remains (o b seen
whether his policies will cancel out that
beneficial market effect by reducing these
inddusinies’ relative cost competitiveness.
Turmning to Europe and NATO, Triump said
during the campaign that he would end the
war in Ukraine *in one day”™ We know that
will not happen, but there is deep uncer-

compromise. But securing a deal will
certainly be attractive if he is thinking
ahoat his legacy.

Even if predictions based on campakgn
statemenis and personnel keave us unceriain,
wie can at keast locate Trump in the historical

traditions of US foreign policy. Recall his
first inaugural address, when he proclaimed
that “from this moment on, it goong to be
America Arst .. we do not seek to Impose

taimty about how he will try caur way of life on anyone,
to negotiate an armistice. ii bt rather to let it shine
O possibility is to reduce as an examphe” This view
ﬁaisl.an-:.f o I.l'l-tmmc' i His view accords il-rl:nrl:h:'l.:rimmf"l:it'_l-'-
pitonsothat st iR the ‘city-on-the- T AT
T hill' approach to US s
arcept Russian terms. Or hias a long pedigree. It s
Trump could temporarily foreign policy. Itis ot isolationism, but it
EIhtiE:I:.d mﬂ;l;mrt for L’}:mine not isolationism, but eschews .rlr:liq:'l.q:nih*
:‘HIJE-I::ITH;::I:;:IMI‘. z It e Eﬂr:if;ﬂlruﬂr.yl:;:ﬂmw
In the latter scenario, Wilson sought a foreign

the current front line would become

a demilitarized zone staffed by UN or
Eurapean peacekeepers that Russia would
have Lo force ol BF i wanbed 1o restart
the war. Ukraine could continue to assert
sovercignty over areas like the Donbas,
but it would most likely be unable to join
NATCE, instead. perhaps some subsel of
countries (“fmends of Ukraine®) coukd
affer to come 1o its ald if Russia violated
the demtlitarized zone. I is unclear
whether Trump will use his bargaining
power vis-a-vis Ukrainian President
Volodymyr LZelensky and Bussian Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin to produce such a

policy that would make democracy safe
in the world and John F. Kennedy urged
Americans to consider what they could do
for the rest of the workd, establishing the
Peace Corgss in 1961, immy Carter made
human rights a core concern of US foreign
policy and George W, Bush’s interna-
tronal strategy rested on the bwan pallars
of leading a growing global community
of democracies and promoting freedom,
Justice and human digmnity.

The one prediction that seems sale |5
that Trump's approach to the world will
be more in keeping with the first of these
traditions than the second.

Lebanon’s economic crisis returns to prominence

asl work's ceasefire deal has
refocused minds on Leba-
non's dire economic situation.
Though formal hostilities
have drawn to a close, ques-
tions over Israels contined
presence in the south of the country and
guestions as to the mihtary and pofitical
future of Hezbollah mise the specter of
ongoimg uncertainty. With
almost 1 millkon Lebanese

o0

With Isrwe] having struck Lebanon again
since the deal came into effect, sending Lhe
lira plummeting flurther, the fraglity of
the peace highlizhis the essential nature of
paslitical reforms and institutional stability.
These are needed to create the suitahle
conditions lor a window of recovery that
the country so desperately needs.

While Lehanon's towns and cities show
significant homb damage,
the tourism industry,

displaced and with vet once a key economic
mare capdtal flight, Leba- The fl'ﬂ.ﬂ.'t“t]- pillar, has collapsed due
no, whose economy has of the peace to helghtened insecurity.
been in freefall sinoe 2009, Following a welcome
is facimg an unprecedented I“Hh"m“!i the increase in 20232, visitor
crisis. Within thiscontext.  essential nature of  numbers have fallen,
efforts (o baolster its post- ]'H]-Il'l]llll reforms with the World Travel
WAT ECONOY are crithcil and Tourism Council
to imparoving the Hves of ils and Instltutional estimating that toursms
long-suffering citizens. stability share of Lebanon's
According to the World national economy will

Bank, Lebanon’s prewar financial crisis
ranked “among the worst economic crises
globally since the mid-19th century.”
Following the 14-month Hezbollah-1srael
confhict, thiz criziz iz all the more acute,
Today, it is estimated that Lebanon fces

a reconstruction bill of more than $25
billion, compounding the cconomic losses
of $8.5 hillion and inclhading 528 hillion in
damage to housing infrastructure.
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decrease [rom 6.6 percent in 2023 1o 5.5
prrcent in 2024,

This downtwrmn has had the Enock-on
effect of a dramatic rise in hotel and
flight cancellations, with the tracked-to-
scheduled Mights ratio dropping Mrom
08,8 percent to 63,3 percent in the first
month of the war. This decline, which
has been more pronounced than in other
countries neighboring the conflict, is
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likely to persist throughout the first
gquarter of 2025, resulling in significant
ioh losses and reduced income for those
reliant on the sector, such as hotel and
restaurant workers,

The warnmings of countries like the 1S,
the UK and France for their citizens nodt to
travel to Lebanon due to regional insta-
bility have had a significant effect on the
econamy, as 63 percent ol
Lebanon's infermational
arrivals in 2022 were

L2

force of the diaspora is necessary.,

This is supported by a June report by
Bodhi Global Analysis and the Danish
Refugee Council, which highlighted
witkespread dissatisfaction with traditional
aid mechanisms and a preference for direct
mvodvement in recovery efforis. This
approach reflects a shift away from the
Irequent lundraising efforts of Lebanon’s
self-serving political elite
and toward a growith
in community-driven

expatriates. This comamu- Lebanon mnast salutions, emphasizing
mity, which mumbers overcome the local ageney (and that of
s 10 Lo 18 milion the diaspora in particular
peopde, is much larger p‘“‘““'-'ﬂ |lll|lﬂ.!i.!iEﬁ over external dependen-
than the popalation within that have stunted  cies In this context,
Lebanon and has a critical its development combination ol for-pralil
part to play in the small and philanthropic models
Couniry ‘s cConomy. and 'E'II['I]'III'HHI.‘I] can provide the support
The evelical nature militia movements ¢ pollowed-out state

of conflict and corrp-

tion, which has crippled political life in
Lebanon., has also hampered the effcacy
of international awd, of which Lebanon
has been a significant recipient. In
circumstances where the politics of the
region do not precipitate aid froom inter-
national donors and Lebanons internal
diynamics and realithes are contrary (o the
political views ol its wealthier neighbors,
a concerted effor to court the economic
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needs o create profitahle

ventures thatl stimulate the local economy.
Though the state can play an important
rale in mobdlizing the diaspora — much as
the pardiament speaker recently called on
Lebancse abroad to support the displaced
- Lebanon must overcome the political
impasses that have stunted its develop-
ment and encouraged militia movements
in order (o cease or at least spread out the
country’s debt and conflict cycles.
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Saucdi Arabia ks leading by example
in integrating young people into the
heart of its sustainability efforts,

IErahim Thiaw
Exfiuthog sseiratary of the United Naliore

Coimasnlln 10 Combar Dekga -1

Manal Al-Barakati = yadhb

Youth empowerment has
emerged as a focal point
al the UN Convention to

Combat Desertification
conference.

COPIG has highlighted innova-
tve vouth-led initiativies
and addressed the sysiemic
challenges [eed by  young
leaders in advancing sustainable
land management.

The conference, which began
on Dec. 2 alins with Sawdi
Arabin’s Vision 2030 and the
Ringdom's commitment o
engaging its youth in tackling
climate challenges, Key discus-
sions have  underscored  the
importance of integrating young
voloes into policymaking  and
decision-making processes.

Catalysts [or change
Among the most pressing togics
discussed at COPIES is the need to
Five young people a seat al the
dieciston-making table.
Spreaking duning the lead-up

to the conference, Cataring
Lorenzo, a 16-year-old  vouth
climate champion, made a

passionate casc for mchading
vounger zencrations in the
shaping of solutions to  the
environmental crses they will
inherit,

“When we bring children to
the table, we also bring the volee
of nature,” she explained. “Effec-
bve actions have to be made now,
We want to join in the negotia-
o spaces, and bevond that we
want to be taken serioushy”™

This urgency was echoed by
Jorge Leyva of the International
Foresiry  Studenis’ Association,
whe said that while voung voices
were  Increasingly  visible  at
global forums, their influence on
actual policy decisions remained
lirmited.

“We are the next generation,
and we are nol going to wall,”
he said. “IF we don't have a seat
at the table now, how will we
know what comes next?™ Leyvva
emphasized the frustration fel
by many voung leaders, who are
oftrn relegated to observation
rofees rather than being involved
in substantive discussions.

Youth empowerment

As COPI6s host nation, Sawdi
Arabda  has  highlighted  its
comimitment 0 EmMpOWerIng
voung people through imba-
tives sich as the Green Sauwdi
fnitiative, which have mobilized
thousands of voung Saudis in
afforestation and land restora-

tion projects
"Saudi Arphia s leading
by example in  integrating

vouing people into the heart

of s sustainabdlity efforts”
sald Ibrahim Thiaw, execu-
tive secretary of the UNCCIL
"Empowering youth is essential
for achicving sustainable land
management. Thelr vokces bring
[resh perspectives and the drive
to innovate that is indispensable

for addressing the challenges we
face tosday,”
Among e imitiatves

hizhlichted was a project by
viourng Saucdis that uses drones
o plant seeds In degraded
areas, blending  technology
with traditional land restoration
technigques.

Youth-led initiatives
COPNE has also provided a
platform for young leaders from
across the globe to share their
solutions to land degradation.
Lorvenzo  highlighted  the
unigque  knowledge  children
and vouth bring to the discus-
sion. “Children are often the
most vidneralde to the impacts
af climate change, rom Aoods
o lo=s of cducation opportuni-
ties,” she explamed. “We are the
best people to talk abouai the
impact we receive amnd what our
communities need.”
These perspectives ane
not only vital bat also
oflen  translormative,
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Youth empowerment
takes center stage

Conference highlights innovative youth-led initiatives and addresses systemic challenges faced by young leaders

From using social media to raise
awareness about lecal envimon-
mental challenges to leveraging
idigenous knowledpe 1m0 land
management, vouth-led projects
have demonstrated the power of
combining grassroots  activism
with innovative technologies,
Despite the successes, COFIG
participants  have  pointed
out  significant  barriers o
vourth  invodlvement,.  Lorenzo

When we bring children

o the table, we also bring
the voice of naiure,

Catarina Lorenzo
oo oimats ac st

hizhlighted the lack of Anancial
sitpport for youth-led projects,
moting that only 2 percent of
global phailanthropic  funding
directly benefited children and
vt

“This needs o change,”™ she
sl

Levvaadded that voun beacers
often felt dismissed by older
dectsion-makers: *They think
thal becawse we are students or
maybe s0 young, we don't have
the knowledge to contribuie. But
we have a different perspective
— one rmooded in today’s reali-
ties amdd challenges, which older
generations may not fully grasp”

To address these gaps, COPIGE
has  inftroduced measures  to
vouth  participation,
including mentorship programs
to develop technical expertise
i siestainabile land management
and commitments to inlegrate
vouth perspoctives into policy
frameworks.

sl

International

collaboration

The conference has also
facilitated cross- border
knowledze sharing, with
Voung repesenta-
tives from Alrica, Asia
and Latin  Amenca
discussing their
approaches L

HIGHLIGHTS

& As COP18's host nation,
Saudi Arabia has highlighted
its commitment to
empowering young people
through initiatives such as the
Green Saudi Initiative, which
have mabilized thousands of
young Saudis in afforestation
and land restoration projects.

@ By providing a platform for
young leaders to connect with
global stakeholders and share
thelr ideas, COP16 has taken
an important step toward

fosterng intergenarational
collaboration.

combating land degracation,

Deslegales from Barkina
Faso, for example, shared how
combining  fraditional agricul-
tural practices with modern
tonls has helped build drowght
resilience.

“When we share our experi-
ences and knowledge  across
borders, we create o stronger
foundation for  sustainable
action,” said one delesate,

Driving tangible
OulCOHmes

In addition o 15 natwonal
programs, Saudi Arabia has taken
a leadership role in the region by

promoting youth engagement
in environmental sustainabdlity.
The Kingdom® National AlTor-
estation Project, which aims to
plant 10 billion trees, has activiely
invalved young people in both
planning and implementation.

Sl vouth delegnies
expressed pride  inm their
country’s efforts and, as COPLG
proeresses, the focus on vouth
empowertnent remains a  key
theme. For young leaders like
Lorenzo and Levwva, the eventi
represents a vital opportunity
o amplily thetr volees amnd push
for tangible outcomes. However,
they emphasize that their partici-
pation mest lead to action, nod
Just recosnition,

“Negoliors  clap for  oar
speeches” Lorenzo noted, “bui
when it comes time to create
resolutions, our input s often
ewerlonked. That has to change,”

By providing a platform for
voung leaders to connect with
elobal stakeholders and share
their deas, COPIG has taken an
impeortant step foward [ostenng
mitergenerational collaboration.

While significant challenges
rerain, the initiatives and discus-
shons shown 2o far demonstrate
g clear path toward building
a more resilient amd sustain-
ahle waorld — led, in part, by the
energy and creativity of vouth,
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Dayan Abou Time Riyach

Saudl banks" real

estate loans surged

Lo a record SES46.48
hilllon ($225.73 billion)
In the third guarter of
20024, marking a 15.29
percent annual increase,
oflicial data showed.

Drita Proom the Saudi Central Bank,
alsn known as SAMA, indicated
that this growth was driven by
bath retail and corporate lending.,
with corpomte [oans expen-
encing a 22 percent increasc o
reach SHIBSE billion.

Lending to individwals made up
the lion™ share, aceounting lor 78
percent of the total at SRE56E.88
billion, refecting an  annual
erowth rate of 1L02 percent.

Real estate loans now comprise
2067 percent of Saudi banks'
total loan portfolio, which stood
at SH2.85 trillion by the end of the
third quarter.

The sector’s unprecedented
expansion s underpinned by
sovernment-backed  imitiatives
under Vision 20030, which aim
o diversify the economy and
adcdress the Rinpdom’s prowing
hiousing dermand.

A pivatal regulatory milestone
came. in M08, when the Sawdi
Central  Bank increasecd  the
maximum loan-to-value ratio for
first-timwe  bomebuvers from 8B5S
percent o 90 percent.,

This sirategic move Was
diesipmed o simulate mortgage
lending, making homeowner:
ship more accessible to Sawdi
citizens while allgning with the
Ringdoms broader economic
reform plans,

By enabling more cifizens to
secure fnancing lor ther first
homes, the imtative dimectly

supported the national housing

strategy, which aims to boost
homeownership  rates  andd

expand Bousing oplions across
the country.

SAMA emphasized maintaining
hnancial  stability, ensuring
that thus pobcy shiff would not
compromtise the resilience of the
banking sector or lead to unsus-
tainable lending practices,

Another  lactor  supporting
the real estate seclor's growth
is recent monciary casing. After
two years of aggressive rale hikes
to curb inflation, SAMA lowered
interest rates by S0 bhasis polnts in
September and another 25 hasis
points in November, mirroring
the TS Federal Reserves
mometary policy,

These ouis have made
borrowing  cheaper, spurring
diemand for real estate loans,

However, this surge In
dhemand has a dual effect. While
it boosts credit uptake, 11 alkso
exerts upward pressure  on
housing prices, contributing to
inflation.

Saudi Arabias annual infla-
tHon rate reached 1.9 percent in
October, driven  primarily by
higher housing costs, according
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EXPANSION

KSA's real estate loans hit $226bn,
fueled by retail and corporate demand

Lending to individuals made up the lion's share, accounting for 78 percent of the total at SR656.88 billion

Riyadh has emerged as a focal point of this surge, fusled by rebust population and employment growth that has Intensified demand for houskng. SHa

to the General Authority for
Statistics.

Diespite this nse, the Kingdom's
inflation remains  among  the
lowest in  the Middle East,
underscoring the efficacy ol 1ts
eoonomic stabilization strategies
and its resilience against glohal
inflationary pressures,

New retail mortgages
highest in 21 months

sSauchi banks issued SEE.14 hillion
in new residential mortgages in

October, marking the highest
manthly fizure in 21 months and

a L33 percent increase from
October last year,

The capital, Rivadh, has
emerged as a focal point of this
surge, fueled by robust popula-
tom and employment  growth
that has intensifbed demand for
housing, with mew properties
struggling to keep pace,

Of the total residential koans in
October, SBE4.83 albon, or 50.5
peroent, was directed  toward
purchasing houses, while 35
percent was allocated to apart-
mentts and 5.6 percent 1o land,

Apariment financimg saw Lhe
most signifhcant annual growth,
surging 47 peroent year on year
by SH2.BA hillion, followed by
land financing a1 248 percent
and howse loans at 837 percenl,

For the third quarter of 2024,
the value of new residential
morigages reached  SH20040

FASTFACTS

& The sector's unprecedented
expansion is underpinned by
government-backed inftiatives
under Vision 2030, which

mirm to diu‘urﬁﬁr the economy
and address the Kingdom's

gErowing housing demand,

& A pivotal regulatory
milestons came in 2018,
when the Saudi Central Banlk
increased the maximum
loan-to-value ratio for first-
timea homebuyers from B85
parcent to 90 parcent.

= Saudi banks issusd SRE.14
billion in new resldential
maortgages in Dotober,
marking the highest monthly
figure in 21 months and a
20,33 percent increase
from October last year.

blllon, reflecting an 1.3 percent
increase compared to the same
period last year. This growih was
largely driven by demand For
apariments, with lending in this
sepmenl soaring H58.76 percent
vear on vear to SHIUES hillion.

While lending for land rose
106 percent to SRLIS billion
during the gquarter, boans for
houses dechned G.13 percent to
SR04 billion.

The incressing prominence of

apartment nancing  ghbhghts
a shift m Sandi Arabia’s housing
market, reflecting evolving
demographics and  lifestyle
preferences. Apariments appeal
o expatmates and  smaller
familics while also addressing
affordahdlity concerns.
According 1o S5&P Global,
poprilation growth, averaging 3.3
peroent annually throagh 2007,
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aurging 47 percant year on year to BRI BE billlan. =24

and & surge in expatriate inflows
are [ueling demand, particulardy
in Riyaddh.

This factor, coupled with jodb
opportunities, is oulpacing the
defivery of new housing units,

According to JLL's KSA market
dynamics report for the frst half
o ‘3024, 16, 2010 undts were added
i Rivadh and 11,300 in Jeddah
during thes period, with another
16,001} units expected in both
cities by the end of the year.

However, despite this growth,
supply  constraints  continue
i push prices higher. High
constrsction costs and competi-
tion with Vision 2030 projects
are limiting housing affordability.

Additionally, Sawdi Arabia’s
real estate market is navigating
regulafiory changes to  attract
foreign direct investment. While
FIN inflows carrently average 32
peroent of GDE, they are expected
o rrow as reforms unfold,
including new residency wvisa
options ted to real estate nvest
mernds, according (o S&F Global

AR ROt e infrastruc-
mire matures, spearheaded by
entities like the Sandi Real Estale
Refinance Coo, the market is
poised for increased liguidity and
erowih.

Secondary mortgage
muarket

saudi Arabia is embarking on
1 transformative  pourney (o

egtablish a secondary morigage
market, a move sel o redefine
the Rmgdom's housing and
financial sectors. With two major
azrecments in place, the country
15 strategically alizning global
experti=e with local execution
o ensure lguidhty mn housing
finance, boost homeownership,
and foster economic diversifica-
tiomn i line wiith Visdon 20030,

In a landmark development,
the Saudi Keal Estate Refinance
Cix, a subsidiary of the Public
Investment  Fumd, sigmed a
memorandum of understanding
with BlackRock, the world's
largest asset manager.

The agreement, finalized
during a high-profile visit by
Maid Al-Hogadl, mmmister of
mumnicipal and maral affairs and
housing, to the US, underscores
the Emgdom’s commitment fo
leveraging global expertise to
develop s morigage finance
By REEETL

The partnership with Black-
Rock is expected to play a prvotal
rmle I creating a functonal
secondary  morizage  market
by laving the groumdwork for
morigaEe-bachked securithes

BlackRock™ extensive know|-
edge of global financial markets
will be nstrumental i strsc-
turing these securities, designed
to immprove market bouidity by
enabling banks to sell bundled
mortigage loans (o invesiors,

This Influx of Hogukdity is
anticipated 1o reduce borrowing
costs for Saudi families, making
homeovwnership more affordable.

Robert  Kapiio, ElackRock's
president, described the collabo-
ration as a key step in alisning
saudi Arabiay real estate finance
market with internatiosal capital
markets. He emphasteed the
potentsal for this inrtbative to nod
only support local housing soals
but al=o attract global investment.

Meamwhile, SRC has  also
signed a separate agreement with
Al-Ahli Bank and the Real Estate
Development Fumkd (o operation-

alize the secondary morisge
markel at a local leve]
This fripartite partner:

ship focuses on creating and
refinancing morigage portfolios,
ensuring the housing  finance
markel has continwos acoess (o
funding.

The inttiative is also set to fst:
track the issuance of mortgaee-
bacled securities in the domestic
market, layving a sofid foundation
for sustzinable growth in the
seclaor,

As morgage originalion grows,
50 does the need for a secondary
market o manaze liquidity
effectively.

SRC CED Majeed Al-Abdul-
jabhar described the partnership
with Al-Ahli Bank as a critical step
in addressing these challenges.
By enablimg banks o securi-
tze morigages and sell them as
MBS, the initiative will enhance
fguichicy, reduce Ainancing costs,
and  expand  housing  oplions
for cilizens



ARAB NEWS saturday, December 7, 20204

Billle ENish

Taylor Swift

"uﬁ" 3 '

-
F 5

el t

g
£y ey 'h-_ll

' - =
et A FF
i L =y

o
L " ™
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Each vear, the podeast landscape in
saudi Arabia increasingly reflects
the country’s cultural shifes,
Rhen Chodid
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Spotily announces "Taylor Swift
as Saudi’s most-streamed artist

Saudi listening habits are consistent with global trends with Swilt ranking first, tfollowed by The Weeknd

Lkt Lakhpatwaks Dol

Spotify has released lis
annual Wrapped report,
a roundup of the mosi
popular artists, songs,
albums and podeasts
streamed In each country
over the '|'I:=l.'-'|t Year, as
well as a personalized
experience for each

user based on thelr own
activity on the platform
during that time.

Taylor Swift has topped the

chart as the most-sireamed
artist in Saucdl Arabda for the

FULL SUPPORT

Saudi
Journalists

Association
approves

drafl
regulations

Rl VeI LR & FOW,

Sauchh  listening  habits  are
consisient with global trends
with Swift ranking first,
[l lowest] by Canaddian artist The
Weeknd in the RKingdom and
globally.

hillie Eilish comes in third,
followed by Travis Scott ancd
Dirake who rank fourth and fifth
a5 the most-streamsed artists of
2024 1n the Kingdom.

CGrlobally, Puerto Rican sensa-
tion Bad Bunny comes in thivd,
followed by Eilish and Drake.

This wvear, podcasts have
erown  In popularity in the
Ringdom with “Fingan Ma’

Arab Mews (ol

The board of directors of the
Saudi  Jourmalists  Association
approved draft regulations for
the Jounrnalists Support  Fond
as well as  discussed  other
topics during s meeting on
Wednesday.

The regubations approved at the
meeting — chaired by Adhwan
Al-Ahman — intend to provide
varions services amd support
b fellow journalists across the
Ringdorm, The board also adogted
a comprehensive strategy [or the
SJAS work on different levels for
the next three years,

Other items discussed were

Spotify s Wrappod meport ik a
reundup of the most popular
artists, songs, albums and
podoasts streamed In each
country over the past year,
Supgdads Gattyimamag,” AFP

The regulations approved af the masting Intend 1o provide warkaus
sorvicen wnd support to fellew jourmalists across the Kingdom, Soppshad

Abdel El Rahman Abo Maleh™
wpping the charts for the
second consecutive vear.
vienr, the podcasi
pndscape  in Arabda
increasingly reflects Lhe
couniry's cultural shifts,” saud
Rhea Chedid, Spotifys edito-
rlal lead and senior podcast
manager [or the Middle East,
Morth Africa and South Asia
The report revealed "a
resounding preference  for
Arabic podcasts, partecularly
those thot weave long stories,
highlighting Saudis® love [or
rich, narrative-driven content,”
she ok Arab News,

“Each
Saudi

FASTFACT

The meeting reaffirmed the
assoclation’s commitrment

to continuing to develop
performance and enhance its
role in supporting journalists,
keaplng up with changes

iri the media sactor, and
sering the interests of the
jnurna.li:-‘tin :nm:rnunil‘y'.

Human
Initia-
tive, proposed by the chalrman
in collaboration with several
entties, In  the

the approval of the

Capdtal  Developrment

expanding the S5JIA's activilies,

Colest ol

There has been a  surge
i the populartly of music-
related podeasts reflecting the
burgeoning music scene in the
Ringdom and ongoing eforts (o
murture it, Chedid added.

Aved Yousef tops the list of
most-sireamed Arab artists in
Saudi Arabla, with his songs
“Lammah™ amd “"Rdy™ ranking
among Spotify's most-streamed
Arabic songs in the Ringdom.

He is followed by Abdul
Majeed Abdullah and Rashed
Al-Majed in second and third
place, amd Assalan and Majid
Al-Maohamdis in fourth amd ffth

place respectively,

the board also approved the
opening of a new branch in
Jeddah, Additionally, the board
approved a plan o invest the
iI.'-.'-.l::l-I':IiI|||._Il|'|'.'-| ARRE % I:IHII =T
parts of the main building in
Rivadh, and authorized the
Investment and Resource Devel-
opment Committes 0 oversee
e implementation,

Members also  reviewed the
performance and review repor
of wvarious committees' activi
ties during the past period and
cammended the elToris made,
emphazizing e Importance
of enhancing quallty programs
atil aciivitles bl
current necs,

ey
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Inter Miam| CF forward Lionel Messi with
the London Donovan MVP Award during o
presentation ceremony at Chase Stadium.
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Sport News

Officials from the the Emirates Motorsport Orgganization team at the F1 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. The group's responsibliities include helping ensure the drivers’ safety on track. Soopled

MOTOR RACING

The Emirati officials putting
safety at the heart of Formulal
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

Heba Abbas Bahaj and Shuhab Ahmed Al-Shehhi explain
the vital roles they play during race week at Yas Marina Circuit

Arab Mewa A0 s

As the Formula 1 action
begins al Yas Marina
Clrendt, Emirate officials
will proudly represent

the UAE as part of a
strong and diverse team
working behind the scenes
o ensure everything runs

smoothly and safely,

Among those playing a crucial
robe at the Etihad Alrways Aba
Dhabi Grand Prix weekend are
Heba Abbas Bahaj and Shuhab
Almed Al-Shehhi Az members
of  the Emirates  Motorsport
Organization, their responsi-
bilities inclhude helping ensure
the drivers' safety on track amdd
keeping the puablic out of harm’s
Wiy,

Heba, who has 16 vears of
experience, will have the best
seat in the house when the lights
e ot at the start of the race, and

when the chechered flag waves
al the end. As chiel Hag official,
ome of her responsibilities 1= to
monitor the start and fAnish of
all sessions amd races over Lhe
weekend, Laisng closely with
race control

"A lot of preparation goes into
what s essentially the biggest
molarsport evenl In our race
calendar” =aid Heba, 41, who
vilunteered at the frst Abu
IHabd Grand Prix in 20048 before
starting her career as an EMS0
cellicaal,

“For my position, the training
sesglons include ‘flag refresher!
commumication” amd Cpat lane’
and they span over two months,
culminating in a practical shake-
chivan sessbon at the end. We had
o pass a writien exam to be ready
o Uhe evenl”

Froom Friday to Sanday, Heba
says she expecis (o get approxi
maiely four hours of sleep each
might, leaving her howse at 6 am.

and refurning late in the evening.
Diespile the fong. echic days 11 s
a job she loves, and she 1= looking
[orward to helping make sure the
evenl 15 8 Sucoess,

She saik “Yes, we have the
best seat at the Abu Dhabi Grand
Prixz, but it's mot all glamowr and
eaxy, Az officlals, its our respon-
sihilily (o ensure evervone | sale,
as well as the safety of the track
section we are responsible for.
Therefore, we need to be vigilant
and attentive af all tdmes, which
means slanding on o’ [eel for
long perinds of time, monitoring,
and reporting
sett Uit mught allect the sabely or
inbeerity of the race,

“"As start and finish line
officials, we need to be super
attentlve and maondtor what's
poing on (o) track, especially
when its a close hnish and
the leader is approaching our
lcation. Mow, Imagine having to
dio all of this under the watchiul

an incidenis we

SETBACK

eves of mllions of people — ves,
its 4 fun and emovabde fme,
but its also a kot of pressure and
responsibiliny”

Joining Heba on the EMSO
team of officials is Shuhab Ahmeed
Al-Shehhi. With 12 vears” experi-
ence, the 58-year-old enters the
Fl season linade as the eveni™s Fl
sectar chief,

His main priorities during mee
week include ensuring his team
understand their roles and have
the commect equipment for going
trachside, monitoring areas
for hazardous materials, and
attenching a claily debrief,

He said: =1 am really excited
about this week™ Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix, although it will be a
busy period. 1 always try to pass
on positive vibes to peopde that
I meet as that is very inportand
and seis the tone ahead

“Having been in this ficld for 12
vears, what pleases me the most is
the dedication of each official and

their determination to do their
Joh to thee Best of their ability, and
I belicve anyone wiw wants to be
an EMS0 official marshal in the
future must be willing to learn,
b & team player, and be honest.

“More importantly, they muosi
possess A deep passion for motor-
gpearis. T recall the first time 1
sitl 11 an Fl car many years ago,
which gnited my love for the
sport. Mow, | nm serving as a race
offtcial for the Abu Dhabi Grand
Prix in my home ooyntry.”

Mahir Badri, EMSOchieflexecu-
tive, added: “Since the inaugural
Formula 1 Abua Phahbi Gramnd Prix
in 2008, our colkaboration wiath
Grand Prix organizerst Ethara
and Abu Dhabdi Motorsports
Managemend has been  instru-
mental In developing o robost
B of oflicials, Toslay, we are
proud to say that our UAE teams
are among the best in the world
— highly skilled and respected
inlermabonally.”

Leclerc handed 10-place penalty for Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

Arab Mews Ao Doal

Ferrani dnver Chardes Leclerc
topped the first practice session
at Yas Marna Cirendt  akvead
of Sunday's Formula 1 Etihad
Airways Abu Dhabi Grand Prix,
but Eater received a 10-place gridd
penalty for the pace,

The Monsegrasque clrrer
recorded a ome of 524321 with
Mclaren's Lando Norris 0.2
seconds adrift. Lewis Hamilton,
F1 weekend with
Mercedes before his move Lo

in his las

Ferman next season, was thind
sl
The penally decision came

Forrar s
Monegasgue driver

Charles Leclerc
drives during the
second practioe
suunlan aheasd

af the Abu Dhabl
Formula One
Grand Prix ot the
Yas Marina Clroubt
If Abu Dhabl en
Friday, AFF

munuies afier the sesgon endied
and put a dent in Ferrar's hopes
of taking this year's Constructors’
Champlonship, They carrently e
seconcd in the stancings, 21 points

Behind MeLaren, with 4% polnts
i for grabes

Six feams put rookies In one
al thedr cars for the weekends
lirst practice session, They were

Ry Hirdkawa (McLaren), Arthar
Leckerc (Ferran), Isack Hadjar
iKed HBully, Felipe Drugovich
LAstOR Martin, Avirmi Twasa (R
and Luke Brownimg (Williaoms),

The Monegasgue
topped first
practice but was
penallzed after
Farrar fitted

a new battery
pachk to his car.

I fhee wecand [IFACTICE SER8MIT,
Morrls led his teammate Oscar
Fia=tr to fingsh 1-2, wath a time of
1:23:517, Nico Hulkenberg came
thirel for Haas,

Sport

Briefs

THE BEET OF THE REST

Recognition
Lionel Messi
wins MLS
MYP award

L wias a rare instance of
Lione] Messi stepping on a
soccer feld apd having no
ke whal wils happening.

There they were, more than
250 Inter Miami academmy
plavers, a slew of kids lined
up at miceld ina formation
that spelled oul three letters:
MVE And when Messi saw
his children, he realized they
were holding a trophy.

“Truby, it iz an homor for me
to receive this award from all
of you,” Messi told the acad-
emy players. AP

After missing penalties
Ancelotti says
Mbappe ‘aware’
must play better

Carlo Ancelottl & convineed
Eylian Mbappe will find a
wiy ot of the rut that has in-
cluded two big penalty misses
simece his highly anticipated
moye b Rcal Madrsd, the Ital-
lan coach said Friday.

M bappe had spot kicks
saved in losses at Liverpool
and, most recently, Athletic
Eifbao this week. After the 2-]
defeat in Bilbao the France
star said on social media that
he toal “full responsibility ™
far another disappointing
performance.

“He 15 avware of what is
going on. His post alter thae
Athetic game is one of a
player who knows how he is
playing and that he can play
hetter” Ancelottl sald a day
before Madrid visit Gimona in
La Liza. AP

Since 2018 fallowt
NEA toreturn

to China for
first time

The MBA will stage two
pre-season ganes in Mac
next October, s depaty
commissioner sald on Frday,
marking its return 1o China
afler being frozen out for
mcie than Bve vears.

Mo NBA pames have
heen held in China since
[0 Pre-Season Contests
bin 20008 after a twest from
then-Houston Rockets gen-
cral manager Darvl Morey
supporting pro-democracy
profesis in Hong Kong. AFP

Follow Arnb News

0 Briofa all throwgh the
day @hrabMNews



Kolrn Kndghtley stars
in 'Black Doves,’ now
streaming on Notfilx.
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Recipes for

SUCCESS:
Chef Clet

|.aborde

The executive chef of Sushi
Samba Rivadh talks preparation,
adaptation, and Peruvian cuisine

Hams Salah Hiyvaoh

Encounraged by a mentor
who recognized his
potential during a cullnary
competition In Brazil,
French-Bracilian chel Clet
Laborde pursaed formal
training at the renowned
Institut Paul Bocuse in
Lyon, France. He went on to
work with legendary chels
Yannick Alléno and Alain
Ducasse in France, before
cxpanding his horizons

in Brazil amnd Peru.

[ Jariuary 200053, the el mosed
ter Saudi Arabi. °1 really love this
country. It is very nice. It is a safe
plade, IS a very' pood countiy to
live in with the Bamily and kids.
['m very happy to be here,” he
todd Arab News. He is now the
egeruive chel of Sushi Samba
Fivadh, where he crafls dishes
that blend Japanese, Peruyian
and Brazilian flavors. Here, the
chel discusses mistahkes, his
favorite cuksines, and offers tips
[ amabeir cheds,

When youn started oul, wha

wias Lhe most common
mistake vou made?

Organization is the most impor-
tant thing in the kitchen, A very
g mistake Lhat §s comimod in
the beganming 15 thal you don't
have evervihing ready to make
the dish. We call it the "mise en

place” 5o, vou don't necd to min
around or be desperate to cook
semething very quick because
vioui fosgnl something.

What's vour top tip
for amateur chefs®

Dhon't pet stressed owt. IF you
make a mistake, you
can abavays acapt the
dlish. For example,
if wou pul toeo
much salt in
something, sy

a slew, the most
effective thing

Hea Kl thee salt gs 1o
put a raw polato in
the dish. It will absorh

all e excess sall, so vour dish 1s
going to be perfect again. Eveny:
thing can be solved, everything
can be adapted,

Whiat one ingredient can
instanily improve any dish?

[ have two. The
first is s0v sauce —
i ool ||1::'||1!:l.' M
SAUCE: CHT improve
i dish a lot. The Havor

hiclps vou not use salt,
andd 1L can give Hlavor Lo the
dishes very subthy. The other
ingredient is mushrooms. They
are very earthy products, but
the mushroom has wmami — a
flavor that comes [roam Lhe earth
that s something very delicate
in the paletie.

What's vour go-to dish i
vird have Lo conk seamething
quickly at home?

strogsandall. T1's an Eastemn

Eurog=can dish, It s very quick.
You can do it with salmon, vou
can o it with chicken, you can

cboa it wiith stealk. 185 very versatile,

Youa can o bLwith juest vepefables
o, Adl you need is papmilia.
ketchup, cream amd the protein
that you want. Everything

CHEF CLET'S
RECIPE

Scan the QR code to learn to
make his Brazilion chesse balls

san el Doaistipet, ariol Vol serve gl
with nce, In 20 mimutes, it's done

What's vour Grvorite culdsine?

Peruvian. | ived in Peru for 12
vears. The cuisine has 3 mix of
cultures and favors that you're
mal gEorige 10 fincl Ay oadhere e,
My favorite chshes woudd be
ceviche and pollo a In bresa, We
have both on our menu here. La

& @

I really love
this country.
It s o safe
place — a
very good
couniry to
livie in with
the Fnmily
aml Kidls. I'm

very happn

For b b,

Chef Clot
Laborde [left)

ks the cascutive
chaf at Sushi
Somba in Fiymdh
{bottom), where
dishes Includo
the coviche

platter [far left)

ITEEes Suppibed

brasa is a very traditional dish that
the Peruvians eat normally every
Sunday — like bow the Italkans sk
Rowgrel her 1o eal pasta on Suindaiy,
m Peru they eat chiclen la brasa
with Ties and salack It's very
trackitsonal and it's delicious

Are vou a disciplinarian in the
kitchen® Do vou shoot a lot?
O are you maore laddback?

I'm nod ladback, bast I don®™
shvout. I think the imagye a lot of
peole have about me, becawse
"' Frenchy, 15 that T will shoat,

| Tived this environment when

I 'was in France, [ know how

it 15 to work for a persogn U
sCTearms it voul, or denigrales youl
m fromt of everybody, [ abwiayvs
try to have a healthy environ
rent for my chef and for my
team. IF T have any Bssoe, [ neves
cakl the person aul in feant ol
anyhody, We go to the office,
we sit down, we talk and we try
o solve the profbdem instantly.

Black Doves

Starrng: Keira Knightley, Sarah
Lancashire. Ban Whishaw
Whiere: Metflix
Spy Helen Webb begins an
affair that may cormnpromisea
e Marrin@e and her secret
identity, especially when her
lower becomes ambroiled inthe
| ondaon underworid

.l:* | - -

E -
Bread and Roses

Director: Sarah Mani
Whare: Apple T4

Draxoumentany abhsut women m
Afghaniatan under Tadban rubs

Ceantral charactss ncluds &
FEOrT el BOWETIFTSNT Smpioyss, &
dentst who r:rli.i:.hlli."l-!!i activistia

rom her clinkg: and a woman

seeking refiges m Pakistan

Jentry Chau vs the
Underworld

Voice cast: Al Wong Bowen Yang
Where: MNetfliz
Animated action series. As

the titular Chinese-American
tean turns 18, sha laarnms a

SEmon King & huntag har, and
redliscovers her secrot powers
that she's long supprassad.

Camp Crasher
Starring: Natalia Oreiro, Pabéo
Rago, Sofia Morandi
Where: Matfllx
South Armencan comady, In
an affort to connact with her
teenages son ahd maks him ses
sl A5 & OO M, Oviesr Dedring
Patri takas him and his Triemnds
0N & CRImparsE road trip

Higohlig;

Asma Bahmim

Saudh Araba's :"|_I|||'l:ia|_|-e':r_l. e
sented the works of three of 1its
artists at last month’s Abu Dhala
Art Faur, including Bahmiom,

Z;S. Srom Saveei geallery Abhr's showwing af A Eeorbi At Fair fasd month

whose work, Including the pde-
tured prece “Skoww and Chatly,”
“Investigates the nuances and
intricacies of storytelling as a
crall,” according o the gallery,

Rami Farook

Several of Farook's works wepe
o chisplay 1t Abua Dhaba, incluad-
ing this one
ically From a Drought, Towards

"Hunning Hyster:

a Burning Fleld.” His pieces, the
gallery sivs, "are manifestations
o the artist’s mner monotoguee
a5 he obseryes and processes ...
turbulent current events”

Sara Abdu

Abdu’s T Loved You Once
(Soundscape No, 1) pectuared
heere, was also on display recenthy
i Frese London and 1s past of a

sertes created by embroddering
furman hatr on fabrc, symbal-
mg resstanoe o the fading of
memorics and the ending of a life
cyele, acoorling Lo the artist
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Hip-hap legend Eminem
wlll perfarm at Saundstenm
pn Thursday Deo. 12.

BE &
Tl

he must-see a'('::tsﬁat Soundsto

Some highlights from the lineup for MDLBEASTs three-day music festival in Rivadh, which starts Dec. 122

music festival, but also staked
a claim to being the world's
largest rave — last year's
event reportedly drew In
730,000 attendees, This
vear's edition, the fifth, will

likely be even higger, with

Arab Nows s, 4
more than 150 artists

In just a lew years since s
lannch in 200189, MDLEEAST
Soundstorm has established
Iisell as the GullMs blggest

around the festival venue.
Once again, the focus is on
elecironice dance music, with

FEATURED ACTS

[his year's headliners on the Big Beast
stage are an impressively eclectic
bhunch of gemuine superstars, The
hugely inlluential US rapper Eminem,
wha did much to populanze hip-hop
1N AMETia — ||:l|'l||'|:|h||[!.' AMHONgE
white peaplie — performs on Thursday
night, as do rock-rap pioneers Linkin
Park, back on the road this year for
the first time since their original
co-lead yvocalist Chester Benning-

singer-songwriter Camila Cabello
{pictured), who rose to fame as a

member of Fifth Harmaony
hestselling girl groups in history — bui

by Latin music, wraps things up on Big

Beast on Saturday, the samse night thai

E[||i|]. wiksl] sfar Lured Lelo's baneg] —

LTS rockers Thirty Seconds to Mars,

LS rapper and singer Russ, and The

Roats — the house band on “The

Tonlght Shosw
Slarming Jimany
Fallon,” led

by Questiove

perform on the DWN

Beast stage,

fons cleath i 2007, His replacemend
15 Emily Armsirong. co-founder
of the LA rock outfit Dead
Sara. Early reviews of the
new lineup — which also
includes drummer Colin
Hrittain stepping in to
repdace Rob Bourdon

— haive been M !-|1Ii.‘-.i1|:|.'_:
“Armstrong makes cach
Linkin Park classic her
own without changing
their shaps, from the
hielKing "Given T and

s sereaming brealdown
o the raw beauty of
Breaking the Habit,™ the
Guardian wrode of thedr
London performance in
September. On Friday, UR
rocRers Mose — repularhy
dlubbed ane of the world's hesi
live bancls, Scottish DJ-producer
Calvin Harris — the Arst BEritish
sl artist to rack up more than

| hilliom sireams on Spotify,
andl Gy -winning 1S
alt-tup-top sar Tyler, The
Creator — co-founder of
codlective Oddd Fulure

— all play. Anad L15

T

performing in 10 different areas

- one of the

whiose solao auitpait is e .-1'|.':||_l. imitl egprecd

the vast majority of
performers being DJ-
producers — from global
A-listers Hke David Guetta and
Armin Van Buunren to local
luminaries like Baloo

SUPERSTAR DJS

Among the doeens of top-quality
Dd-producers taking to the varioos stages
et the weekend, there are severil
plodxal EDM himumarees, inchaimg
Dutchmin Martin Garrix, mnked

P, 1 in DO Mags Top 100 DI list in 20016
J007 and 2018, wivn prlavs 8 hacK-lo-tack
s with Sweden'’s Alesso on Thursday
night: France's ubigquitous David Guetia
[also playinge a BXH set, this one with
fedlonw “futiire rave” Inventor, Demmmark’s
Morten Bream): vnencn’s Sieve Aol
[H2B with Bosnian-Swedish [K Salva-
tore Ganaccl)l, Garmi's fedlow Datch

D Armin Van Buuren (pictured),

who has also topped DI Mag's top 1040
li5t im four sucoessive years (2000-2010
inclusive), and then again 20012, piving
i & pecord five “tieles™ and wo of the)
Co-Todinders of progressie i mnse st
swesish House Mafa, now performing
a5 a [ duo, Axwell and Sehastian
Ingrossao; and Grammy-winning South
African I-producer Black Coffes. A
Pull Bt off peerformers is available on fhe
MDLBEAST website

and Blirdperson. But there's
plenty of variety on show too,
from hip-hop legends to rock
stars. Here are just a few of the
can’t-be-missed sets to catch
next weekend.

As well as the international A-listers
fiving in to Kivadh this week, a number of
(AEHATE] reglonal stars are also PETIOTITIENE
al Soumdstorm, From Lehamnese diva
Elissa {pacturedd), whose records have
reporiedly sold more than 30 milbon
copies and whose long-delaved Ltth
givckicr albwm, “Ana Selketeen™ was
redeasedd In Aay, the hugely pogukar
Egvptian rap artist Marwan Moussa,
amd s compstiriof, the singer Ahmed
Saad. 1o the Ringdom™ own Abdul
Majeed Abdullah, among cdhers,

LOCAL HEROES

Dmce again, MDLEEAST is providing
besser-known Saud] acts with a huge
plittform on whach to shine at Sound-
storm. Keep an eyve out for the all-female
pavehedelic reck band Secra (pictured),
who've been rapidly aceruing fans and
mecia covergge over The st coarple o
vears, In terms of DI-producers, expsedc]
Leen. Ohmar Bassad, Baloo, Lonsh,
Hats and hlaps, and Biirdperson's scis
b el thee crowds going,



