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Sukhbir Badal escapes attack on Day 2 of

cguard duty at Golden Temple, shooter hel

Accused a former
militant, was at
shrine Tuesday
too, say police

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR, DECEMBER 4

PUNJAB'S FORMER Deputy Chief
Minister Sukhbir Singh Badal
(62) had a narrow escape on
Wednesday as a man, identified
as a former militant, attempted
to open fire at him while the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) leader
was on “punishment” guard
duty at the Golden Temple here.

The attack was foiled by a po-
lice officer who was part of
Badal’s security detail — he is a
Z-plus protectee. Even as the at-
tacker, Narain Singh Chaura(68),
was overpowered, he managed
to fire a bullet. The bullet hit the
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Delhi Police
arrests Balyan
under MCOCA
as he gets bail in
extortion case

The AAP
MLA was
first arrested
onNov 30

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

AAM AADMI Party MLA Naresh
Balyan, who was arrested by
Delhi Police on Saturday in con-
nection with an extortion case
filed last year, was granted bail
Wednesday butwas arrestedina
separate case lodged under provi-
sions of the Maharashtra Control
of Organised Crime Act (IMICOCA).

During the hearing of his bail
plea in the extortion case, Delhi
Police informed the court of
Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate Paras Dalal that they
would arrest the MLA in the
MCOCA case. “We will be arrest-
ing Naresh Balyan in a different
MCOCA FIR. We will be arresting
him right now,” Special Public
Prosecutor Akhand Pratap Singh
submitted before the Rouse
Avenue Court.

Earlier in the day, police
moved an application before
Additional Sessions Judge
Vandana Jain in Dwarka Court,
seeking permission to question
Balyan in connection with the
MCOCA case while he was in
custody. The Special Public

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Indian-origin artist wins Turner Prize: “Weaves personal,

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

VANDANAKALRA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

INDIAN-ORIGIN SCOTTISH artist
Jasleen Kaur has won the presti-
gious Turner Prize 2024 for her
exhibition, “Alter Altar”, that re-
flects on plurality, personal and
political themes.

The jury — chaired by Alex
Farquharson, Director, Tate
Britain — praised “the consid-
ered way in which Kaur weaves
together the personal, political
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Narain Singh Chaura (bottom left) tries to shoot at Sukhbir
Singh Badal (in wheelchair) . ANTMORE REPORTS, PAGES 8,13

shrine's entrance wall behind
Badal, who escaped unhurt.
Police later said a 9mm pistol
was recovered from Chaura.
Police sources said CCTV

footage showed that Chaura was
atthe Golden Temple on Tuesday
too, when Badal and other Akali
leaders began the religious

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘Apology can’t
absolve Akali
sins’: Attacker’s
FB post earlier

KAMALDEEP SINGHBRAR
& VARINDER BHATIA
AMRITSAR, CHANDIGARH,
DECEMBER 4

THE MAN who opened fire at
former Deputy Chief Minister
Sukhbir Singh Badal on
Wednesday, as he sat on guard
duty at Golden Temple, is a for-
mer employee of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Commi-
ttee (SGPC) and an ex-militant.
In recent years though,
Narain Singh Chaura, 68, was
known more as a political and
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

5 years, 107 deaths in hospital fires,
same story of zero accountability

The Indian Express looked at hospital fires with a minimum casualty of 5 and
found a pattern of cutting corners, lack of punitive action & cases stretching on

ANONNADUTT,
SOHINIGHOSH,
PRATIPACHARYA,
SREENIVAS JANYALA

& ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI, MUMBAI, PUNE,
AHMEDABAD, RANCH]I,
HYDERABAD, BHOPAL,
DECEMBER 4

WHEN A fire at a government
hospital killed 18 newborns in
Jhansi last month, the headlines
were all too familiar — a possible
short circuit, a healthcare system
operating beyond capacity,
and high-level probes to fix re-
sponsibility.

The Indian Express looked at
the cause and aftermath of 11
prominent hospital fires in the
last five years, which claimed 107
lives,and found thatinall but one
case from earlier this year, the ac-
cused — hospital owners or
heads — are out on bail.
Significantly, in seven instances,
court cases are still dragging on.

The Indian Express looked at
hospital fires that claimed five or
more lives. To be sure, this is a
fraction of the total hospital or
clinic fires in the past half-decade
— between January 2020 and
October 2024, there were at least
105 such reported incidents.

Significantly, there was anin-
crease in fatal fire incidents dur-
ing Covid-19 —nine of the 11 in-
cidents The Indian Express looked
at took place in 2020, 2021 and
2022. Five took place in 2021
when the pandemic was at its
peak and the healthcare system
was overstretched.

There were many other star-
tling revelations — at least eight
of the 11 fires were likely caused
by short circuits, with improper
maintenance of electrical lines
and equipment to blame; several
hospitals ignored basic safety
measures and lacked firefighting
equipment like extinguishers,
hoses, sprinklers and well-
trained staff; and the govern-
ment agencies failed to keep a
check on hospitals running on
expired fire certificates, violating
construction norms, and missing
key safety measures in place.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 12

and spiritual... choreographing
a visual and aural experience
that suggests both solidarity and
joy”. It also highlighted Kaur’s
“ability to gather different voices
through unexpected and playful
combinations of material”.

At 38, Kaur was the youngest
nominee for this year’s award
that includes a cash prize of
£25,000. This year marks the
40th anniversary of the prize.
The other shortlisted artists in-
cluded Pio Abad, Claudette
Johnson and Delaine Le Bas.

Born in Glasgow, Kaur’s
great-grandfather reportedly
moved from Punjab in 1950,
three years after Partition; her fa-
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Arescued newborn after being shifted from the NICU ward of Maharani Laxmi Bai
Medical College in Jhansi, where 18 newborns died last month. Vishal Srivastav
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ther owns a hardware store in
Scotland. Her prize-winning ex-
hibition “Alter Altar”, first shown
in Glasgow last year, also reflects
on her own family history as mi-
grants to Scotland and her up-
bringing.

It featured, among others, a
vintage red Ford Escort covered
with a huge crocheted doily, a
reference to her father’s migrant
aspirations, worship bells, Irn-
Bru orange resin, an Axminster
carpet, and family photographs.
Also playing were soundtracks
that were part of Kaur’s growing
up years, from Nusrat Fateh Ali
Khan to Bob Marley.

In several interviews, Kaur

Jasleen Kaur at the award ceremony in London. David Parry/PA
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4 Fadnavis to take oathas

CM today, Shinde drags
out suspense on his role

Ajit Pawar to be
sworninas
Deputy CM, no
other ministers to
be named as yet

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE,
VALLABHOZARKAR
& ALOKDESHPANDE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 4

MORE than 10 days after the
Mahayuti swept the Maharashtra
elections, the suspense is finally
over. At 5.30 pm on Thursday,
Devendra Fadnavis will be sworn
in as Chief Minister at Mumbai’s
historic Azad Maidan. While it is
confirmed that Ajit Pawar will be
taking oath as Deputy CM along
with him, Eknath Shinde is also
likely to, though a confirmationis
still awaited.

Inanother indication that the
negotiations between Mahayuti
partners BJP, Shiv Sena and NCP

Mahayutileaders Devendra
Fadnavis, Eknath Shinde and
Ajit Pawar in Mumbai on
Wednesday. Sankhadeep Banerjee

are still continuing, no other
leader will be taking oath for
now. Maharashtra can have a
ministry of 43 members.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, who helped pull off
the BJP’s historic 132-seat winin
Maharashtra, will be present for
the swearing-in.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Forcible acquisition of

ports firm at Jagan’s
behest: Andhra CID FIR

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER 4

THE ANDHRA Pradesh CID has
registered an FIR against three
persons based on a complaint by
K Venkateswara Rao, CMD and
shareholder in Kakinada
Seaports Ltd (KSPL), who has al-
leged the forcible acquisition of
the firm through Aurobindo
Realty and Infrastructure Pvt Ltd
at the instance of YSRCP chief Y S
Jagan Mohan Reddy when he
was the chief minister.
Hyderabad-based Rao filed
his complaint at the CID police
station at Mangalagiri on

Andhra’s
former
CM Jagan
Mohan
Reddy

L

December 2. Three people and
two firms have been named in
the FIR: Y V Vikranth Reddy, son
of YSRCP Rajya Sabha MP YV
Subba Reddy; YSRCP Rajya
Sabha MPV Vijayasai Reddy; di-
rector of Aurobindo Pharma
Sarath Chandra Reddy; PKF
Sridhar and Santhanam LLP; and
Aurobindo  Realty and

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Rahul stopped on way
to Sambhal: ‘As Leader
of Opp, right to visit’

Congress MPs Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra after
being stopped by UP Police on Wednesday. Tashi Tobgyal

NEETIKA JHA
GHAZIABAD, DECEMBER 4

A CONGRESS delegation led by
Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi and party
MPs Priyanka Gandhi and K C
Venugopal was stopped by Uttar

The
Turner
® Prize

EXPLAINED

SINCE IT was established
in 1984, the Turner Prize
has emerged as one of
the most prestigious art
awards. Recognising the
work of a British artist, it
endeavours to highlight
recent developments in
contemporary British art.
Indian-origin British
artist Anish Kapoor won
the prize in 1991.

Pradesh Police from going to vi-
olence-hit Sambhal, at the
Ghazipur border with Delhi on
Wednesday morning.

After being stuck for around
two hours on the six-lane Delhi-
Meerut Expressway, which saw
deployment of over 200 police

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

has often discussed her multi-
cultural upbringing and influ-
ences. If her 2021 series, “Gut
Feelings Meri Jaan”, explored
ideas around inheritance and be-
longing, history and archive, in
the 2018 “I Keep Telling Them
These Stories”, she used archival
footage and recordings gathered
from India and Scotland to ex-
plore culture as praxis, family,
identity and origins. Her 2019
publication, “Be Like Teflon”,
commissioned by Panel for
Glasgow Women's Library, com-
prises conversations between
Kaur and women of Indian her-
itage living in the UK.

Her website describes her as:

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

Assam Govt
bans beef at
restaurants,
gatherings

CM Sarma
announced
decision
after Cabinet
meeting

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER 4

ASSAM CHIEF Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma Wednesday an-
nounced a complete ban on the
public consumption of beef in
the state — including in restau-
rants and community gatherings.

The decision was taken at a
Cabinet meeting held earlier in
the day. Speaking to the media
after the meeting, Sarma
claimed that the move was
prompted by a discussion on
some recent statements by
Congress leaders, who accused
the BJP of wooing voters “with
beef” in Samaguri — the Muslim-
majority seat the BJP won in the
bypoll last month.

According to the latest deci-
sion, beef cannot be served inany
hotels, restaurant or community
functions —whether religious or
otherwise. According to the CM,
provisions to this effect will be
added to the existing Assam
Cattle Preservation Act, 2021.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

INSIDE

CLASS 6 STUDENT
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LIMITED SUCCESS IN
CAPTURING ‘CHINA
PLUS ONE’ CHANCE:
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political, spiritual’

“An artist making with the slurry
of life. Raised amidst betrayal, se-
crecy and banished outsiders, her
work is to make sense of what is
out of view or withheld. She is
called towards plurality, declassi-
fications, polyphony, the blur. She
is practising singing in the sedi-
ment till she is intoxicated.”

In an interview on the Tate
website, Kaur states: “There’s
this particular theory thatI grew
up with from the Sikh tradition
which talks about Miri Piri,
which is this balance of the po-
litical and the spiritual. 'm really
interested in that duality and I've
become quite obsessed with this

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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The question before
INDIA: What should
the alliance map
look like now?

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

A WEEK ago, a Samajwadi Party
MPwhois considered close to the
partyleadership raised some per-
tinent questions. He wondered if
the opposition INDIA bloc existed
“only in the media” and was only
a platform for seat-sharing, orif it
was a “political-ideological al-
liance”. On Monday, CPI general
secretary D Raja said the Left par-
ties were being not accommo-
dated in INDIA as they should
have been by larger parties when
it came to seat-sharing,

Over five months after the IN-
DIA bloc failed to unseat the BJP
from power at the Centre despite
inflicting damage in some states, it
isnot clear whether the alliance -
formed primarily to prevent vote
division in the run-up to the Lok
Sabha elections - is ready to take
the next step. Whichis tobecome
afunctioning Opposition alliance,
with a defined leadership struc-
ture, which meets at regular inter-
vals to discuss issues of concern
(even identify issues of common
concern)and projectitself asa po-
litical-ideological counter to the
BJP.

Since the Lok Sabha elections,
theleaders of the alliance have sat
across a table only during the two
Parliament Sessions so far. Even at
this table, the Trinamool Congress,
the third-largest party in the
Opposition, is missing and re-
mains perhaps the only oneinthe
INDIA bloc to have not entered
into a seat-sharing arrangement
with the Congress anywhere. Itis
inthat sense notan electoral ally of
the Congress.

While the Congress often faces
criticism from all and sundry, the
grand old party’s leadership ar-
gues thatithasaccommodatedits
partners a lot when it comes to
seat-sharing and points out that it
contested the least number of
seats in its history in the last Lok
Sabha elections. Haryana where
the Congress went alone, they
said, is an exception.

However, it still leaves the
question whether the alliance is
justan electoral one or anideolog-
ical bulwark against the BJP.

In the INDIA bloc, state issues
remain supreme for regional par-
ties. The Congress, a national party
with a pan-Indian footprint, has
to do the balancing act. So, while
the regional parties are with the
Congress on the Adani bribery
scandal - crony capitalismasapo-
litical weapon to attack the BJP
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been the default setting
of Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi for some
time - it is not the main issue for
many of them.

Adani or the continuing vio-
lence in Manipur figures rarely in
the political rhetoric of many of
the Opposition parties, barring
perhaps the Left. Even on the
Congress's demand fora JPC probe
into the Adani saga, many fellow
Opposition parties, especially the

e Indian-origin artist wins Turner Prize

particular point in my lineage
where devotional practices were
done across religious lines. That
was happening for hundreds of
years. But through the violence
of borders, the violence of colo-
nialism, the violence of empire,
so much of this stuff, it has been
impacted. And I'm obsessed
with it because it tells me that
there's a different way to live to-
gether.”

TMC and NCP, are not on board.

On Tuesday, the Shiv Sena
(UBT)asked the Congress tointro-
spect and take steps for
Opposition unity, in view of the
AAP announcing that it will go
solo in the Delhi Assembly polls.
"In West Bengal, (TMC chief)
Mamata Banerjee is trying to do
politics by keeping Congress at a
distance. Now (Arvind) Kejriwal is
also treading the same path. This
is a matter where the Congress
has tointrospect and take steps for
(opposition) unity,” aneditorial in
the Sena (UBT)’s mouthpiece
Saamna said.

Interestingly, Congress leaders
atboth the national and state level
parrot Gandhi’s line - be it on
Adani, caste census, Constitution
or the Rafale deal earlier. However,
that is not the case with other
Opposition parties.

Itisalesson that the Congress
learns, unlearns and learns again
every now and then. After not let-
ting the Parliament function fora
week over the Adani issue, the
grand old party has now climbed
down - the face saver being a dis-
cussion on the Constitution that
the government has agreed to be
taken up 10 days from now.

But Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge seems to have
sensed the wind. At the CWC
meeting last week, he empha-
sised that the party needed to fo-
cus on local issues if it wanted to
catch theimagination of peoplein
those states.

“We may have lost the elec-
tions, but there is no doubt that
unemployment, inflation and
economic inequality are burning
issues. Caste census is also anim-
portantissue today. Issues like the
Constitution, social justice and
harmony areissues of the people.
But this does not mean that we
forgetimportantlocalissuesin the
electoral states. Itisalsoimportant
tounderstand the differentissues
of the states in detail in time and
make a solid campaign strategy
around it. Till when will you fight
state elections with the help of na-
tional issues and national lead-
ers?” he said. The UP Congress’s
decision to take up the Sambhal
mosque issue prominently may
be in tune with Kharge’s thinking.
Its partner SP has put its weight
behind it, with its Muslim vote
bank in mind, which is also a
Congress support base. At least
two MPs from Uttar Pradesh re-
cently met Gandhi to urge him to
visit Sambhal, and he is now
scheduled to go there Wednesday.

The Congress national leader-
ship too speaks about this in the
context of the Places of Worship
Act, 1991, and “the poison of com-
munalism”. Butit realises that the
state unit has to do the ground-
work and mobilisation. The party
has also figured that it has been
able to dislodge the BJP only in
those states where its units have
been consistently proactive and
aggressive —not justin the months
ahead of elections - with
Telangana and Karnataka prime
examples.

the award on Tuesday, the Royal
College of Art alumna called for
a ceasefire in Gaza, an end to in-
stitutional complicity in Israel’s
genocide, and an arms embargo.
She is also one of the signatories
to a letter demanding that Tate
sever ties with organisations that
are deeply complicit with the

Israeli regime. “It’s not a radical |
demand... This should notriskan
artist's career or safety,” she said
. He cannot be stopped this way.

In her acceptance speech for  inher speech.
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FROM PAGE ONE
Fadnavis to take oath

Earlier, Shinde, who is func-
tioning as the caretaker CM,
Fadnavis and Pawar together met
Governor CPRadhakrishnanand
staked claim to form the govern-
mentwith letters of support from
their MLAs.

Fadnavis, who visited Shinde
onTuesday evening toironoutthe
final wrinkles in the way of his be-
coming CM, presented a united
front, telling the media in front of
the Raj Bhavan: “The CM / DyCM
posts are technical arrangements.
All three of us will take decisions
in the Ilarger interest of
Maharashtra. Eveninthe past, we
took collective decisions and
worked as a team.”

He added: “I personally re-
quested Eknath Shinde to be a
part of the government. I told him
that it is the wish of BJP and Shiv
Sena members too that he should
become a part of the Mahayuti
government.”

Sources in the Sena said that
Shinde may be holding out but
has come around to the idea of
serving as Deputy CM.

While Shindeislearnttobein-
sisting on the home department,
BJP sources said the party is con-
templating a move to offer him
the revenue ministry, along with
urban development that was al-
ready with him.

In his remarks to the media
after meeting the Governor,
Shinde pledged his party's sup-
port to Fadnavis as CM, adding:
“Exactly two-and-a-half years
ago, it was at this very place that
Fadnavis announced my name
for CM post. For Fadnavis, who
had served as CM of Maharashtra
in the past, it was his generosity
to do so. Today,  am happy to
support and propose his name
for the CM post.”

Underplaying differences be-
tween the partners, the Sena
leader said: “Government forma-
tionis being done ina cordial and
friendly manner.”

On his sudden decision to
head off to his village in Satara in
the middle of talks for govern-

ment formation, Shinde said he
had gone there to “take rest”.“lam
fine now, but for a little sore
throat.”

Atajoint press conference ad-
dressed by Fadnavis, Pawar and
him later on Wednesday, Shinde
said he would take a call on joining
the government “in the evening”.
Till reports last came in, that con-
firmation was awaited.

That Fadnavis would be the
CM after all, and not be denied the
post again, was clear once the BJP
core committee early on
Wednesday approved his name.
The 132-member BJP legislature
party then unanimously chose
him as its leader.

Union minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and former Gujarat
CM Vijay Rupani, deputed as cen-
tral observers, were present at
both the meetings.

Addressing the legislature
party after it cleared the way for
him to be CM, Fadnavis laid the
credit at the PM’s door. “The
Assembly elections were an eye-
opener and established ‘Ek hain
toh safe hain, Modi hai toh
mumkin hai’,” he said.

Fadnavis added: “Iexpress my
gratitude to Prime Minister Modi
for giving an ordinary karyakarta
like me the opportunity to be-
come CM for the third time
(counting the short, 80-hour gov-
ernment Fadnavis formed with
Ajit Pawar). I also express thanks
to Home Minister Amit Shah,
party president ] P Nadda and all
senior leaders who stood by us.”

Speaking about the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment’s tenure from 2019 to 2022,
he said: “Those were trying times.
The MVA subjected our leaders
and workers to harassment and
hardships by framing them in
false cases... Yet, all our karyakar-
tasand leaders together overcame
the hurdles.”

Fadnavis said his government
would work “24/7 for the welfare
of people across segments, caste,
communities and religion, back-
ward and oppressed classes”.

e Rahul stopped on way to Sambhal

personnel, Rahul said, “Iam try-
ing to go to Sambhal. It is my
right as the Leader of Opposition.
The police are not allowing me. I
even told them I am ready to go
alone or accompanied by them.
They told us if I return in a few
days, I will be allowed.”

The Gandhis had on Tuesday
announced their visit to
Sambhal, where four persons
were killed and several police-
men injured during clashes over
a court-ordered survey at the
Shahi Jama Masjid on November
24. The court had ordered the
survey on a petition that claimed
that a temple once stood at the
site of the mosque.

After the Congress leaders’
announcement, the Sambhal ad-
ministration wrote to the Police
Commissioners of Gautam
Buddh Nagar and Ghaziabad and
SPs of Amroha and Bulandshahr
districts, urging them to stop the
delegation at the borders.

Wiaiting at the border, Rahul
held up a pocket-size copy of the
Constitution, handed to him by
Priyanka, and said the move vio-
lated its principles. “All we want
is to go to Sambhal, see what
happened there, and meet the
families. But my constitutional
right is not being given to me.
This is a new Hindustan... de-
stroying the Constitution of
Ambedkar. But we will keep
fighting,” he said.

Priyanka questioned claims
of maintaining law and order in
the state. “Rahul Ji is the Leader
of Opposition, the position gives
him certain constitutional rights
which are different from others.

He has constitutional position

and rights. He even said that he
can go alone with police buteven
this was not allowed,” she said.
“If the UP Police is so weak that it
cannot control this, then how do
you (UP government) say that
you have maintained the law and
order situation in the state.”

On Tuesday, the police had
said that the Congress leaders
will not be allowed to go to
Sambhal. “We will be stopping
them at the Delhi border,”
Sambhal SP Krishnan Kumar
Bishnoi had told The Indian
Express. “Section 163 of BNS (not
allowing assembly of five or
more people) has been imposed
inthe district and no outside per-
son will be allowed in.”

The Congress leaders finally
returned around 12.30 pm after
waiting at the border for two
hours. Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, in a post on
X, said, “BJP-RSS is busy tearing
the Constitution to shreds with
its divisive agenda. Preventing
the Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi from visit-
ing the victim families in
Sambhal proves this very thing.”

“Creating hatred between
two communities is the only ide-
ology of the BJP-RSS. For this,
they not only tore apart the
Places of Worship Act passed by
the Constitution, but now they
are hell-bent on opening
branches of their market of hate
everywhere,” he said. “The
Congress party will continue to
open the shop of harmony,
peace, brotherhood, goodwill
and love, and will keep the soci-
ety united on the lines of unity
in diversity. We will not bow
down, we will not retreat!”

e Assam Govt bans beef at restaurants

The law in Assam currently bars the
sale and purchase of beef and beef prod-
ucts in areas “predominantly inhabited
by Hindu, Jain, Sikh and other non-beef
eating communities”, or “withinaradius
of 5 km” of any temple or sattra
(Vaishnavite monasteries).

“In the last few days, the Congress
president Bhupen Borah and party leader
Rakibul Hussain have been expressing
unhappiness about beef in different
places and have been giving the public
the idea that they also do not want beef.
Wediscussed their statements point-by-
pointin today’s Cabinet meeting and we
saw that our existing law on beef is quite
strong but it lacks a provision on whether
or not beef can be consumed in commu-
nity festivals or hotels or restaurants,”
Sarma told the media Wednesday.

“We will put new provisions on these
linesin our actand I think that these pro-
visions will strengthen our Act and take
forward what Rakibul Hussain and
Bhupen Borah were asking for. So, we ex-
pect that the Congress will support us.”

Last month, BJP’s Diplu Ranjan
Sarmah beat Congress’s Tanzil Hussain
in Samaguri by 24,501 votes. For
Congress, the defeat came as a major
shock - Tanzil’s father and party heavy-
weight Rakibul Hussain had held the seat
for five consecutive terms before being
elected to the Lok Sabha earlier this year.

After thisloss, Rakibul had visited dif-
ferent parts of north and upper Assam
and alleged that Sarma and the BJP had
“betrayed” the Hindutva they claim to es-
pouse by “offering beef” and “pursuing
Bengali Muslim voters”. Speaking in the
presence of Assam Congress chief
Bhupen Borah in Lakhimpur’s Ranganadi,
he said this was also a betrayal of the “eth-
nic Assamese communities” which pop-
ulate north and upper Assam, and called
Sarma “two-faced”.

These allegations were not countered
by Sarma, but instead the CM turned
Hussain’s comments on their head on
Sunday, saying that his government was
willing to introduce abeefbanin the state
if the Congress “asks for it”.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

e Sukhbir Badal escapes attack

punishment ordered by the Akal
Takht over “mistakes” made by
the SAD government in Punjab
from 2007 to 2017. They are re-
quired to perform these duties for
10 consecutive days.

Wednesday's attack, which
took place ataround 9:30am, was
captured on camera as several
mediapersons had gathered atthe
spot to cover the second day of
Badal performing the duty of “se-
vadar”.

Video clips of the incident
showed Chaura slowly walking up
to Badal, who was sitting in a
wheelchair due toa fracturedleg,
and pulling out a gun from his
pocket. A police officer in plain-
clothes, later identified as Badal’s
PSO(personal security officer)and
Assistant Sub-Inspector Jasbir
Singh, reacted instantly, quickly
reaching for Chaura’s weaponand
pushing him back. Additional per-
sonnel then quickly overpowered
Chaura.

At his home in Dera Baba
Nanak, Chaura’s wife, Jasmeet
Kaur, told reporters: “He left home
at 6 am. He told me that he was
going to attend a religious func-
tion. I only came to know about
the attack from the media.”

After the incident, Badal con-

tinued his “punishment”.

Amiritsar Police Commissioner
Gurpreet Singh Bhullar, who ar-
rived at the Golden Temple after
the attack, said the accused had
been arrested and interrogation
was underway.

“Police officer Rashpal Singh
was the first to notice Chaura, who
has a criminal history, and fol-
lowed him. When Chaura pulled
out his weapon, police officer
Jasbir Singh grabbed him, causing
him to miss his target. An FIR has
been registered and the matter is
being investigated,” he said. “The
assassination bid was thwarted
because of the alertness of the po-
lice...We had deployed 175 police
personnel for security at the
Golden Temple.”

“We have recovered a 9mm
pistol from Chaura. We are inves-
tigating all angles, including the
organisation or political angle be-
hind the act,” Bhullar said.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Amritsar
Rural)Harpal Singh said: “The ac-
cused has been taken into custody.
We will know the motive only af-
ter interrogation.”

While Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann directed police
to thoroughly investigate the in-

e ‘Apology can’t absolve Akali sins’

social activist. While police are yet
toascertain Chaura’s motive inat-
tacking Badal, in a Facebook post
on July 14, he had written thatany
apology by the SAD leader could
not undo the party’s “sins”. Badal
was attacked while serving the re-
ligious punishment given to him
by the Akal Takht over “lapses” by
the government led by him from
2007 to 2017, including the sacri-
lege cases under t.

Chaura posted: “The Sikh
community has politically re-
jected the Shiromani Akali Dal
(Badal)due toits grave misdeeds,
and now the party is using the
Akal Takht Sahibasameans tore-
viveits tarnished reputation. This
partyisanenemy of the Panthand
no longer has theright tolead the
Sikh community in the political
arena. The Panth has already ex-
pressed its stance by rejecting this
party from the political domain...
Any attempt to absolve them of

their wrongdoings through sym-
bolic punishments will not be ac-
cepted by the Khalsa Panth.”

Chaura has also been writing
at other fora on the “sacrilege”
cases under the Akali govern-
ment. Questioning “the lack of jus-
tice” in the matters, he has justi-
fied murders of some accused or
suspects in the sacrilege cases.

Ayear ago, Chaura had hit the
headlines when he, along with
another ex-militant, Daljit Singh
Bittu, held a press conference crit-
icising Waris Punjab De head
Amritpal Singh over the attack on
apolice stationin Ajnala. This had
attracted Bittu and Chaura the ire
of the supporters of Amritpal.

In the Lok Sabha polls earlier
this year, Amritpal, who remains
behind bars on charges of pro-
moting Khalistani activities, won
from Khadoor Sahib as an
Independent.

Chaura has another link to

e Forcible acquisition of firm: FIR

Infrastructure Pvt Ltd (since re-
named Auro Infra Pvt Ltd).

The named individuals did not
respond to repeated calls and
messages seeking comment.
While Jagan and his office refused
to comment, former YSRCP min-
ister Kakani Govardhan Reddy
dismissed the allegations, saying it
was another case of political
vendetta by the TDP-led NDA
Government. “Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu is playing a
big game. It is all about taking re-
venge. If Aurobindo Group
wanted to purchase stake in KSPL,
they could have purchased theen-
tire port. There is something fishy
here because KV Rao, wholodged
the complaint, waited for nearly
fiveyearstofileit. We are sure that
the CID will conduct a fair inves-
tigation and those unfairly ac-
cused would be exonerated,” he
said.

In response to an email, B Adi
Reddy, the Company Secretary of
Aurobindo Pharma, wrote,
“Aurobindo Pharma Limited or its
subsidiaries are in no way con-
nected with the ownership or op-
erations of Kakinada Seaports
Limited and Kakinada SEZ Limited
including Auro Infra Private
Limited.”

In his complaint, Rao has al-
leged that40 per cent of KSPL, val-
uedatRs 2,500 crore, was forcibly
acquired for Rs494 crore through
coercionand intimidation. He also
alleged that 49 per cent of the
Kakinada SEZ, valued at Rs 400
crore, was forcibly acquired for
justRs 12 crore, although another

multinational conglomerate had
offered Rs 400 crore.

“This entire operation was
planned and conducted to usurp
my shareholding in KSPL and
Kakinada SEZ and transfer the
shares to Aurobindo group. They
claimed that KSPLowed Rs 965.65
crore to the Government of
Andhra Pradesh as KSPLhad sup-
pressed gross revenue, which is
false,and threatened tofile cases,”
Rao alleged in the complaint.

When contacted, Rao
claimed, “I was afraid to lodge a
complaint because Jagan Mohan
Reddy was the CM until May this
year. My complaint would not
have been taken, I would have
been harassed, and there would
have been no chance of getting
any justice. [ am emboldened
now that others who have faced
similar situations are lodging
complaints.”

In his complaint, Rao claimed
that in May 2020, YSRCP MP
Vijayasai Reddy called and in-
formed him that Vikranth would
contact him for the acquisition of
shares in KSPL. “Vikranth claimed
thatitwas not himself but Andhra
(CM Jagan Mohan Reddy whowas
acquiring the shares. I tried to con-
tact the then CM but he did not
meet despite best efforts,” Rao has
alleged.

Rao claims the coercion
started with the insinuation that
KSPL suppressed gross revenue
and deprived the Andhra govern-
ment of Rs 1,000 crore from 2015
t02019. He claimed that after the
YSRCP came to power in 2019,

e Balyan arrested under MCOCA

Prosecutor said the questioning
was needed due to statements
given by witnesses, following
which the court allowed the ap-
plication.

In the evening, police told
ACJM Dalal that they were arrest-
ing Balyan because he did not co-
operate during the questioning.
The ACJM, while granting bail to
Balyan in the extortion case, noted
that he had been arrested while
he was in police custody.

Balyan, who represents Uttam
Nagar constituency in West Delhi,
was arrested on November 30,
hours after the BJP played an au-
dio clip of what it claimed was a
conversation allegedly between
him and a gangster, Kapil
Sangwan.

Balyan’s lawyer argued in
court that the audio was fake and
that police had not verified that

the voice belonged to the MLA be-
fore arresting him. The lawyer also
said that the MLA had himself
filed at least three complaints of
extortion against Sangwan.

Noting that he was not “con-
vinced” with the investigation,
ACJM Dalal said in his order, “The
alleged audio clip, which is the
main link of the alleged criminal
conspiracy between gangster
Kapil and present accused/appli-
cant, has yet not been forensically
examined or verified despite hav-
ing been seized about 15 months
back.”

The ACJM also said that none
of the witnesses or victims in the
case alleged that Balyan had
threatened them. “[t is also note-
worthy that the accused/appli-
cant had himself filed three com-
plaints dated 19.12.2022,
03.07.2023 and 05.07.2023 of hav-

cident, Opposition parties de-
manded his resignation over the
“breakdown” of law and order in
the state.

“Punjab Police prevented a
major incident today. The alert-
ness of the Punjab Police thwarted
a conspiracy to defame Punjab
and Punjabis,” Mann said. “I
strongly condemn the attack... 1
have directed the police to inves-
tigate the incident and submit a
report,” he added.

Condemning the attack, Akal
Takht Jathedar Giani Raghbir
Singh said: “This is not an attack
on Sukhbir Badal only. It is an at-
tack on the sevadar who was
standing on duty assigned by Sri
Akal Takht Sahib. We condemn
this attack. The government must
investigate who is behind it.”

“This is a place where we
come for forgiveness of our sins,
not to commit new sins. I con-
demn this incident and demand
a probe into it. Badal has to per-
form seva at other places also, so
his security must be assured,”
SGPC president Harjinder Singh
Dhami said.

Senior SAD leader Daljit Singh
Cheema, who is also undergoing
religious punishment, demanded
Mann'’s resignation. “For Punjab,
thisisabigincident. Where are we
taking the state? [want to ask the
Punjab Chief Minister where
Punjab is headed. It is a 100 per
cent failure of law and order. The
Chief Minister should resign,” he

Amritpal. While he was in jail, a
Sarbat Khalsa was held near
Amritsar in 2015 that discussed,
among other things, the incidents
of “sacrilege” under the Akali Dal
government. At the meeting, a
message in Chaura’s name, criti-
cising the SAD, was read out by
Papal Preet Singh, the alleged
mentor of Amritpal.

Papal Preetis also currently in
jail along with Amritpal.

Since Chaura’s brotherisinthe
Congress, the SAD has linked him
to the Congress in the past.
Chaura, however, has always de-
nied this.

Bornin 1956 in village Chaura
Bajwa in Dera Baba Nanak into a
farming family, Chaura trained as
aSikh preacher, securing a “Giani”
degree from Panjab University,
Chandigarh, and first came to at-
tention for his lectures on Sikhism.
He wrote several books, and even-
tually worked for the SGPC as a
preacher. Around the beginning
of Punjab militancy, Chaura joined

KSPL stopped receiving coopera-
tion from the Directors of the
Port/AP Maritime Board in the
conduct of operations.

On November 13, 2019, KSPL
received a letter from the state
government thatithad appointed
the firm PKP Sridhar and
Santhanam LLP to conduct special
audits for public-private partner-
ship (PPP) ports,and KSPLwas di-
rected to furnish the entire data
from 2015 to 2019.

Rao alleged that in May 2020,
he met Vikranth, who informed
him that a special audit had found
that Rs 1,000 crore was denied to
the state as KSPL had suppressed
gross revenue and that the state
government would raise a de-
mand for Rs 965.65 crore.

“I tried to explain that there
were noirregularities and thatau-
ditors had fabricated records.I was
told that if the state government
raises the Rs 1,000 crore demand,
KSPLwould be indeep trouble.In
lieu of that, I was asked to part
withmy 50 per cent stake in KSPL
and 48.74 per cent stake in
Kakinada SEZ,” Raoalleged. “I was
told that it was not Vikranth but
(M Jagan Mohan Reddy whowas
acquiring the shares. I was told
thatifIdid not agree, there would
be several criminal cases and vig-
ilance inquiries which could result
in my arrest as well as the arrest
of my family members.Iwas told
that I would be paid a nominal
amount for the transfer of my
shareholdings and I was forced to
comply.”

Raoalsoalleged that when he
made the agreements through a
firm appointed by Vikranth, he

ing received threats from gangster
Kapil,” he said.

“The investigation cannot pick
and choose as to the evidence
gathered.... It was the duty of the
Investigation Officer to forthwith
investigate the authenticity of the
alleged audio conversation seized
inAugust 2023 and then even the
complaints of the accused/ appli-
cant should have been investi-
gated,” he said in the order,adding
that till date there is no evidence of
any criminal nexus or money trail.

The original caseisbased ona
police complaint filed by
Gurcharan, a resident of Mohan
Garden in West Delhi, alleging
thatin July 2023, he had received
an extortion call from gangster
Sangwan demanding Rs 1 crore.
A police probe had then con-
cluded that Sangwan was operat-
ing from abroad. Balyan’s name
surfaced later last year after a
Hindinews channel aired record-

told reporters. He alsodemanded
ajudicial inquiry into the incident.

Blaming the AAP government,
Sukhbir's brother-in-law and for-
mer minister Bikram Singh
Majithia said: “It can be seen that
Chaura conducted a recce on
Tuesday too. Why did the police
not arrest him... Anyone who op-
poses Bhagwant Mann joins his
list of targets to be eliminated...
SidhuMoosewala was murdered
after his security was withdrawn.”

Majithia also posted on X a
purported CCTV footage of the
Golden Temple premises on
Tuesday which, he claimed,
showed a police officer “shaking
hands” with Chaura.

Senior Punjab Congress leader
Partap Singh Bajwa said: “The at-
tack... is deeply unfortunate and
unequivocally condemnable.
Such acts of violence have no
placeinoursociety. Suchincidents
undermine the very fabric of our
democratic values and societal
harmony.” Also condemning the
incident, Punjab BJP spokesper-
son Pritpal Singh Baliawal said:
“Gunfire and violence have be-
come disturbingly common un-
der this lawless regime... Whereis
the government? Where is ac-
countability?”

Earlier, in its chargesheet
linked to the 2019 Tarn Taran blast
case, the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) had alleged a con-
spiracy to attack Badal inside the
Golden Temple premises.

the Akal Federationin 1982.Soon
after Operation Blue Star to flush
out militants from the Golden
Temple in June 1984, he made his
way to Pakistan, where he is be-
lieved to have got training as amil-
itant. He later formed the
Khalistan National Army, which
remained a little-known outfit.

During this time, Chaura was
also accused of helping Babbar
Khalsa International militants
Jagtar Singh Hawara, Paramjit
Singh Bheora, Jagtar Singh Tara
and Devi Singh escape from Burail
Jailin Chandigarh.

Chaura eventually served
three stints in jail - between
September 5, 1995, and July 31,
1997; then January 29,2004, and
April 29, 2005; and finally
February 26, 2013, to August 4,
2018. He faced charges under
stringent laws such as the TADA
and UAPA, along with sections of
the IPC, including allegations of
waging war against the State, but
was acquitted in most of the cases.

was unaware in whose favour the
agreements were being made and
who would deposit the amount.
He claimed that he came to know
later that the shares in KSPL and
KSEZ were being sold to
Aurobindo Realty and
Infrastructure Private Limited.

Rao claimed that the shares
were undervalued,and he was in-
formed that the total value wasRs
494 crore for 41.12 per cent of
shares. “I protested that the value
would not be less than Rs 2,500
crore, butIwas told about the con-
sequences, and forced to sign.
After the agreements were made,
Vikranth and Sarath asked me to
come to Vijayawada to meet Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
at his house. When I tried to
protest, the CM did not allow me
to say anything and asked me to
follow Vikranth’s directions,” he
alleged.

“InMay 2020, Iwas also asked
to transfer 48.74 per cent share in
KSEZ for Rs 12 crore, which was
transferred to Aurobindo. It later
acquired the balance stake from
GMR group, thus becoming the
100 per cent shareholder in
Kakinada SEZ,” he alleged.

KSPL is a company registered
under the Companies Act and a
concessionaire. In March 1999, it
entered into an agreement with
the Andhra Pradesh government
toinvestin, develop infrastructure,
maintain, and operate Kakinada
Deep Water Port. The Kakinada
SEZ Ltd was formed in 2003 and
acquired 8,320acres of land invil-
lages around Kakinada in East
Godavari district for setting up the
Special Economic Zone.

ings of a phone call allegedly be-
tween Balyan and Sangwan.

MCOCA was invoked on
Sangwan this year in connection
with a separate extortion case.
Police officers said Balyan’s name
cropped up as an alleged facilita-
tor to settle the extortion demand
made by Sangwan to a business-
man. DCP Crime Branch Sanjay
Kumar Sain said, “In the case re-
lated to MLA Naresh Balyan's al-
leged links with gangsters, some
sensitive information surfaced af-
ter interrogation on the audio clip
issue. Confessions of two criminal
associates of Sangwan, whoarein
jail, were recorded under MCOCA.
The confessions confirmed the
close links of Balyan with
Sangwan's organised crime syn-
dicate.Hence, Balyan has been ar-
rested under MCOCA registered
in the Crime Branch. He will be
presented before the court on
Thursday.”
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Illegal drugs

coming from
Shah’s home
state: Kejriwal

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4
FORMER DELHI chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Wednesday
took on Union Home Minister
Amit Shahin the Delhi Assembly,
alleging that "drugs are coming
into the country through Gujarat”
under his nose.

Alleging that BJP has made
Delhi into a hub for drug busi-
ness," Kejriwal said, "Drugs are be-
ing sold at kirana shops, schools
and colleges. Wherever go... peo-
ple request me to raise the drug
abuseissue... people are scared...”

Reading out from a document,
he said: "...A total of 1,289 kg of
drugs and 40 kg of marijuana
worth Rs 1,300 crore were recov-
ered (in October)... All these drugs
came from Gujarat...drug manu-
facturing factories are being oper-
ated openly in Gujarat's Vadodara,
Ankleshwar... From where do
these factories get raw materials
tomake drugs? Through ports, es-
pecially through Mundra Port...”

Kejriwal alleged that raw ma-
terials coming to Mundra port —
controlled by industrialist Gautam
Adani — goes to drug-manufac-
turing factories in Gujarat, follow-
ing which drugs are supplied to
Delhi, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and other states. "So,
drugs are coming from Gujarat.
Who controls the Mundra port?
Their friend Adani...”

Kejriwal said, “There is one
person who has the responsibil-
ity to control drugabuse. He is our
Home Minister, Amit Shah. But
under his nose, illegal drugs are
being supplied.. These drugs are
coming from his home stateand...
we all know the owner of this port
is Amit Shah's friend." He added,
"Can this racket operate without
the knowledge and protection of
the government... | request Amit
Shahji to control drug rackets...
Otherwise people will say, 'you are
also involved in this racket'.”

Hitting back, Leader of
Opposition Vijender Gupta al-
leged that AAP government is
shielding Rohingyas and drug
traders, leading to an increase in
drug-related activities and crime.

REVISED BUDGET ESTIMATES PRESENTED IN DELHI ASSEMBLY

Eye on polls, more funds for MLAs, DJB

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

WITH DELHI elections around the
corner, the AAP government on
Wednesday allocated more than
Rs 2,500 crore for capital projects
in the city, over what was allo-
cated in the Budget announce-
ment in March.

The Delhi Jal Board (D]B),
which has been reeling under a
fund crunch, has also been given
anextraRs 1,900 crore to cover its
routine revenue expenditure in
the revised budget estimates for
the ongoing financial year.

Key capital projects that have
received additional funding in-
clude the ongoing Delhi Metro
Phase IV expansion, strengthen-
ing of busy roads, construction of
bus depots, school buildings, ad-
ditional classrooms, installation
of CCTV cameras, construction of
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a flyover, and remodelling of ex-
isting hospitals.
The government has also set

aside an additional Rs 400 crore
for the MLA LAD fund to accom-
modate the increase in the limit

per Assembly constituency per
annum - fromRs 10 croretoRs 15
crore — with immediate effect.
The funds can be used to repair
roads, install street lights and per-
form maintenance works in each
constituency.

The government has in-
creased the total outlay from Rs
76,000 crore in Budget estimates
toRs 77,700 crore in revised esti-
mates for the financial year 2024-
25. The Budget under schemes,
programmes and projects has
seen a slight increase — from Rs
39,000 crore (Budget estimates)
to Rs 39,700 crore (revised esti-
mates).

The revenue budget has come
down from Rs 60,910 crore in
Budget estimates to Rs 60,087
croreintherevised estimates. The
capital budget has beenincreased
fromRs 15,089 crore toRs 17,612
crore in the revised estimates.

Chief Minister Atishi, who also

holds the Finance portfolio, pre-
sented the Delhi Appropriation
Bill in the Assembly on
Wednesday, requesting a supple-
mentary grant to meet expenses
as per the revised estimates. The
Bill was passed by the House
through voice vote.

Further, following the request
of Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
forRs 7,200 crore for the Phase IV
expansion, the government has
allocated an additional Rs 1,648
crore in the revised estimates for
the same. It has also kept an ad-
ditional Rs 100 crore for Delhi-
Shahjahanpur-Neemrana-
Behrod and Delhi-Panipat-RRTS
corridor in the revised estimates.
An additional Rs 140 crore has
also been allotted for free travel
in buses for women.

The allocation for power sub-
sidy has gone up by Rs 350 crore,
over and above the Rs 3,250 crore
allocated in March.

Chaos on Delhi-Meerut Expressway: Two lanes
barricaded to stop Congress convoy, traffic hit

NEETIKA JHA
GHAZIABAD, DECEMBER 4

COMMUTERS WERE stranded in
traffic on the Delhi-Meerut
Expressway at the Ghazipur bor-
der Wednesday morning after
scores of Congress workers gath-
ered at the spot, defying heavy
barricading and security meant
to stop party leaders Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra from visiting Sambhal.
Tension had been brewing in
Sambhal since November 19,
when a Mughal-era mosque was
surveyed on court orders follow-
ing claims that a temple previ-
ously stood at the site. Violence
erupted during a second survey
on November 24 as protesters
gathered near the 16th century
Shahi Jama Masjid and clashed
with security personnel. Four
people were killed in the violence.
The Ghaziabad Police de-
ployed atleast 200 police person-
nel on the six-lane expressway to

At the Ghazipur border on Wednesday. Tashi Tobgyal

stop the Congress convoy and
closed two lanes going towards
Hapur and Moradabad.

“We closed both lanes be-
cause we didn’t know which side
the Congress convoy would be

coming from,” said DCP, Trans-
Hindon, Ghaziabad, Nimish Patil.
Patil also said traffic at Delhi-
Meerut Expressway was di-
verted towards Akshardham,
Ghazipur, and Noida. “People

were stranded for over two
hours,” added the DCP.

“We are normal people going
for work,” said Naveen Rastogi,
who was among those stuck in
traffic. Rastogi, who works at a

private firmin Noida, said he had
been stranded for over an hour.

Even before 10 am, trafficwas
slower than normal on the ex-
pressway as one of the lanes was
barricaded. The moment
Gandhis’ convoy with eight es-
corts arrived at the spot, the two
lanes were completely blocked.

Rahul Gandhi could be seen
occasionally stepping out of his
car to ask party workers if they
could succeed in getting permis-
sion from officials.

At 12.30 pm, he emerged
from the sunroof of his grey
Innova car, holding a pocket-
sized copy of the Constitution,
and said the Ghaziabad Police is-
n’t letting him go despite multi-
ple requests. “It is my constitu-
tional right as the Leader of the
Opposition. I am ready to go
alone or even be accompanied
by the police,” he said.

Around 1.30 pm, after Gandhi
returned to Delhi, the barricades
were opened and commuters
were signalled to move.

BALYAN EXTORTION CASE

Sangwan’s first brush
with police: Arrested in
extortion case in 2014

SAKSHICHAND
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

ITWAS 2014 when Kapil Sangwan
alias Nandu came under the po-
lice lens for the very first time.

In]July 2014, along with his as-
sociates, Sangwanopened fireata
man named Naresh Kumar at his
house at Khaira village in Delhi's
Chhawla area. He went on to de-
mand Rs 30 lakh as extortion
amount from Kumar’s nephew
Lalitand ended up being arrested.
The FIRin the case was registered
at Chhawla police station.

Bornin 1991 at Nanda Enclave
in Najafgarh, Sangwan has 17
criminal cases against him, mostly
of extortion and firing, as per his
dossier with the police.

AAP MLA Naresh Balyan was
arrested on November 30 after the
BJP played an audio clip of whatit
claimed was an alleged conversa-
tion between him and Sangwan.

According to the Crime
Branch, which had last arrested
Sangwan in 2016 in another ex-
tortion case lodged at Chhawla
police station, the gangster is cur-
rently operating from London.

After Sangwan came out on
parole in 2016, his brother Jyoti
Prakash — who was then out on

Kapil
Sangwan
alias Nandu

interim bail in a murder case —
threw a “welcome back” party for
his brother at a farmhouse in
South Delhi, said police. However,
before they could reach the venue,
the Crime Branch raided the spot
and arrested some of their associ-
ates. The next day, Prakash surren-
dered in courtafter his interim bail
period ended, the police added.

However, Sangwan was never
to be seen again.

Hailing from Mahendragarh
inHaryana, Sangwan had studied
atKV Vikapsuriand atKV Jharoda
Kalan, said police. He did his grad-
uationin hotel management from
Amity University at Manesar.

According to Crime branch of-
ficers, Sangwan's usual style was
to make extortion calls to busi-
nessmen and then open fire at
their residences or offices.

They added that he is an ac-
cused in the murder of Haryana
politician Nafe Singh Rathee. His
name has also cropped up in the
murder of BJP leader Surendra
Matiala, who was shot dead last
year at Bindapur in Delhi.

APPOINTMENT ON AD HOC CONTRACT BASIS

ARMY HOSPITAL (R&R), DELHI CANTT
A walk-in-interview will be held for the following posts at Army
Hespital (R&R), Delhi Cantt- 110010 on date and time as mentioned

against each post:

Sl..| Mame of
MNo| the post

Required
Academic
Qualifications

Date and
Time of
Interview

Proposed
Remuneration
I month

1. |Occupational| Bachelor's degree
in Occupaticnal

Therapy from a

Therapist

recognized

univarsity in India,

19" Dec,
2024
1000 Hrs

Rs.
38, 500/-

Clinical
Psychologist
a recognized
university

M Phil in Clinical
Psychology from

approved by RCI.

19" Dec,
2024
1000 Hrs

Hs.
38,500/-
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2. Applicants must bring their onginal educational certificates.
3. For-any query, please contact 7248972014,

Commandant
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Shri Piyush Goyal
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As India progresses toward a $55 trillion economy by
2047, the focus remains on simplifying the ease of doing
business, driving MSME growth and creating a globally
competitive environment to attract foreign investments
as well as for sustained economic success.

Deepak Sood

Dr. V. Anantha Nageswaran
Chief Economic Advisor

Bharat@100 envisions establishing India as a global
economic powerhouse by 2047 through enhanced
innovation, robust business environment, deeper
integration in global supply chains and driving
sustained economic growth.
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BOY DIES AT SCHOOL: CLASSES MOVE ONLINE
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Classmate apprehended, ‘hit student
after shoulders touched', say police

moficeraaimeacnac - QU SON Wanted to give us the
best facilities: 12-yr-old’s family

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

A DAY after a 12-year-old boy
died at a school in Vasant Vihar,
police Wednesday apprehended
his classmate, another 12-year-
old student, for allegedly hitting
him during a “scuffle” after their
shoulders touched. The police,
however, are awaiting the post-
mortem report to confirm the
exact cause of death.

The school, in a statement,
said it will remain closed until
further notice and classes have
been moved online.

Police said they have ac-
cessed CCTV camera footage
where the boy can be seen fight-
ing with the deceased. An offi-
cer claimed that according to
the boy, their fight broke out
over “touching of shoulders”,
following which he allegedly
pushed the deceased towards a
wall and held him by his neck.

DCP (Southwest) Surendra
Choudhary, who confirmed that
the boy has been apprehended,
said they are yet to receive the
post-mortem report from the
hospital to confirm the exact
cause of death. Meanwhile, a case
on the charge of culpable homi-
cide not amounting to murder
has been registered in the case.

Police had earlier said the
Class 6 student was rushed to
Fortis Hospital where he was de-
clared dead around 10.15am. He
had no visible injuries on his
body. “Some foam-like sub-
stance was oozing out of his
mouth... Inquest proceedings
have beeninitiated. The school’s
boys and teachers are being ex-
amined and necessary legal ac-

according to the boy,
their fight broke out
over ‘touching of
shoulders’, following
which he allegedly
pushed the deceased
towards awall

tion will be taken,” the DCP had
earlier said in a statement.

A statement from the school
principal had said on Tuesday
they were “deeply saddened” over
the “tragicincident that occurred
on (the school) premises during a
class transition” while extending
“its heartfelt condolences and
support to the bereaved family”.

It added, “A scuffle between
two Class 6 students of similar
age has resulted in the unfortu-
nate collapse of one student. The
school administration has taken
prompt action, informed the au-
thorities and is extending full co-
operation to all concerned.”

On Wednesday, the school in
a fresh statement said: “Police
authorities are investigating the
case. The school is providing all
support and cooperation during
the ongoing investigation. The
school will remain closed till fur-
ther notice. However, to ensure
that there is no academic loss,
the school will be conducting
classes through the online mode
and the schedule will be shared
through class groups.”

“Please join in prayers for our
beloved student. We appreciate
your understanding, support
and cooperation,” it added.

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

‘PAPA, WHEN I am older [ will
buy a car that nobody has in the
entire gali’. I will build a separate
room for both of you on the
ground floor’ — sitting in their
one-room makeshift house in
Vasant Vihar, a 39-year-old man
and his 34-year-old wife sobbed
as they remembered their son’s
dreams for them.

With his arm wrapped tight
around his wife, the man said,
“Our son wanted to give us the
best facilities... he had such noble
thoughts at such a young age...”

OnTuesday, their 12-year-old
son was rushed to Fortis Hospital
where doctors declared him
dead. His classmate, another 12-
year-old, has since been appre-
hended for allegedly hitting him
after their shoulders touched.

Holding the phone which
had her son’s photos in one
hand, the boy’s mother, cladina
red sweater, clutched her son’s
white-checked shirt close to her
chest with her other hand. Apni
maa ke bina ek photo na hamare
balak ka (Without his motherin
it, there is no photo of our son...)
He was my son. Look how beau-
tiful he was... this was our fam-
ily photo,” she cried.

The father, a plumber, looked
exhausted after performing the
final rites. He said he had to ap-
ply for his son’s admission to the
school thrice before the boy got

At Vasant Vihar police station. Abhinav Saha

aseat under the EWS quota. “My
elder child could not get in, so |
admitted him to another school
in the general category seat; we
had to pay Rs 5,000...”

No teacher from the school
visited them, the couple claimed.

“Even for a minor issue, the
school usually informs parents
immediately. For something this
big, nobody spoke a word to us,
they (authorities) took my son to
the hospital... and we (parents)
were not told,” said the father.

Earlier in the day, several res-
idents of Kusumpur Pahadi,
where the family used to live ear-
lier, protested outside the school
and alleged they were beaten up
by police. “Rather than ensuring
justice, police have brutally lathi-
charged Dalits residents of
Kusumpur...,” claimed a state-
ment by the All India Central
Council of Trade Unions, which
was part of the protest.

Police officers, however, de-

nied the allegations and said
they were doing everything to
complete the probe.

Aparajita Gautam, President
of the Delhi Parents’ Association,
stressed that the rest of the stu-
dents in the class should get
counselling. “Many parents
claimed that classes would be left
unattended in the school... there
should not be any manipulation
in the narrative. School safety
committees have to be in place,
as per the Delhi Education
Department’s 2017 order.
However, no information is avail-
able to us on the existence of such
committees.”

Back at the family’s home,
the parents continued to gaze at
their son’s photo. “Every morn-
ing, I used to drop both my sons
at school before heading to
work... My youngest would not
turn to walk to school without
bidding me goodbye and seeing
me leave,” he cried.
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Social media to blame, need to
sensitise students and parents
on mental health: School heads

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

ADAY after the death of a 12-year-
old boy at a Vasant Vihar school
following an alleged scuffle be-
tween him and another student,
teachers across schools in Delhi
are on their toes to ensure cam-
puses remain “safe”.

Several school principals The
Indian Express spoke to all had a
common concern — aggression
induced by social media and a
lack of focus on mental well-be-
ing has led to such untoward vi-
olence among young children.
They also called for an “urgent re-
assurance” to parents who may
lack faith in safety of schools.

Asked about what s still lack-
ing in schools in terms of safety,
Tania Joshi, principal of The
Indian Schoolin South Delhi, re-
sponded, “I feel we are still be-
hind in providing children with
an outlet to speak up. When we
counsel them, we ask them to
listen, but they must be encour-
aged to ask questions and talk
freely... Yesterday’s incident is a
wake-up call for us. As teachers,
we cannot miss the red flags and
need to question why aggression
is there among students.”

“...Steps like the buddy system
and peer educator are being fol-
lowed widely by schools but talk-
ing to adults might lead to better,
mature results,” Joshi added.

Other principals agreed that
while several measures includ-
ing CCTV surveillance, safety-re-
lated workshops and coun-
selling are already in place, a lot
needs to be done in terms of sen-
sitising students and parents.

LV Sehgal, principal of Bal
Bharati Public School, GangaRam
Hospital Marg, said, “Many pro-

DU student shts throat of parents sister at South Delhi home

Father ex-Armyman, was
bizman’s security officer

PRAGYNESH
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

A20-YEAR-OLD Delhi University
student, a state-level boxer, al-
legedly slit the throats of his par-
ents and sister in the early hours
of Wednesday at their home in
South Delhi’s Devli village. The
victims, police said, were Rajesh
Kumar (51),an ex-Armyman, his
wife Komal (46) and their 23-
year-old daughter Kavita.

The accused, Arjun Tanwar,
police said, was the one who
made the PCR call. He has been
arrested, said police.

“At6.53 am, he (Arjun)called
police saying someone had
snuck inside their flat and mur-
dered his parents and sister. He
claimed he had gone to the gym
and found the bodies when he
returned,” DCP (South) Ankit
Chauhan told The Indian Express.

“During questioning, Arjun
began giving contradictory state-
ments about the chain of events.
For instance, he changed the
time when he left home for the
gym, the time he returned to find
his family dead,” the police offi-
cer said. “He also kept changing
his statement on how he discov-
ered the bodies.”

Finally, the case was cracked
when “the forensics team found
bloodstains on the house and
motorcycle keys, which were in
Arjun’s possession,” the DCP said.

“Once confronted, he ad-
mitted to it,” a senior police of-

Police at the family’s home in Devli village. Praveen Khanna

ficer said.

The story that emerged did-
n't have any twists. “He had been
nursing a grudge against his
family,” he said.

“He told police that his par-
ents didn’t like him boxing be-
cause they thought he had aban-
doned his studies. Arjun is a
student at Moti Lal Nehru
College, where he was admitted
under the sports quota (in the BA
Political Science course). He
wanted to become a professional
boxer. He also told police that his
parents had become closer to his
sister who they thought was a
good student and obedient
child,” a police officer, privy to
the questioning, said.

Arjun represented Delhi in a
boxing competition and wonasil-
ver medal. However, the achieve-
ment wasn’t enough to convince
his parents to support his dreams.

“Kavita was always good at
studies. Rajesh and Komal
wanted their son to be like her.
Despite him being good at box-
ing, he was always compared to
his sister,” a police officer said.

Things came to a head on
Wednesday morning, the day of
his parents’ wedding anniver-
sary. Arjun found out, police said,
that his parents had decided to
transfer the ownership of their
property to their daughter.

“The family owns a two-
storey building where they lived.
They also owned a plot in
Gurgaon’s Harsaru,” a police of-
ficer said. “The father had appar-
ently beaten him up in front of
relatives recently. Arjun also
fought with his parents on
December 1. It was his sister's
birthday and the family had
gathered to celebrate.”

“He had chosen this day for

the murder as it was his parent’s
anniversary. This was the level of
his anger,” a police officer said.

A case of murder has been
registered at Neb Sarai police
station.

What happened

on Wednesday?

Based on the alleged state-
ments of Arjun and other evi-
dence, the police claimed they
had established the chain of
events.

“On Wednesday at 5 am,
Arjun took his father’s service
knife and slit his sister’s throat
while she was asleep on the
ground floor of the (two-storey)
house,” said Joint CP (Southern
Range) Sanjay Kumar Jain.

Arjun then went to the top
floor of the house, where his fa-
ther was sleeping. “He put his
hand on his father’s mouth and
slit his throat to stop him from
making any noise. He then
waited outside the washroom
for his mother. As soon as she
came out, he covered her mouth
with a cloth and cut her throat as
well,” a police officer part of the
investigation said.

Arjun now needed an alibi.
He decided to do what he does
every day — go for an early
morning workout session.
“After killing his parents,
around 5.30 am, he locked his
house and went to Sanjay Van.
He then came back, unlocked
his house and called the police,”
said Joint CP Jain.

PRAGYNESH
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

AT 4 AM Wednesday, Deepak up-
dated his WhatsApp status to
congratulate his uncle and aunt
on their 25th wedding anniver-
sary. Two hours later, his cousin
Arjun Tanwar, replied, “Thanks”.

By the time he sent the mes-
sage, Arjun had allegedly killed
his parents, Rajesh Kumar and
Komal, police suspect.

In the lane opposite the one
where Rajesh’s two-storey home
islocated, his relatives were gath-
ered, waiting for their turn to see
the bodies of their loved ones.
Inside the house, local police,
Crime Branch and Special Cell of-
ficers, along with a forensic team,
inspected the crime scene and
questioned Arjun who would
later be charged with killing his
parents and elder sister.

Rajesh, an ex-Armyman, was
asa personal security officertoa
businessman at Sainik Farms. He
retired as Naik Subedar in 2007
and had been living in Devli vil-
lage, Neb Sarai, for the last 10
years. Komal was ahomemaker.
His daughter Kavita was a taek-
wondo black belt. “Rajesh had
taken a plot at Harsaru village in
Gurgaon, and wanted to build a
home there and shift after Arjun

LONGEST-SERVING HC JUDGE, C] MANMOHAN BIDS FAREWELL, ELEVATED TO TOP COURT

‘Less than two weeks for retirement, made it in the nick of time’

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

AS HE bid farewell to the Delhi
High Court upon his elevation to
the Supreme Court, Chief Justice
(CJ)Manmohan said Wednesday
that he “made it in the nick of
time” as his appointment to the
apex court comes less than two
weeks before he was supposed
toretire as a HC judge.

While the retirement age of
top court judges is 65 years, HC
judges demit office at 62. C]
Manmohanis scheduled to take
oath as SC judge on Thursday.

“With less than two weeks
for retirement, I have been ele-
vated to the Supreme Court... I
think I have just made it in the
nick of time,” CJ Manmohan,

who was on the Delhi HC bench
for over 16 years, said at a farewell
function organised by the Delhi
High Court Bar Association.

An emotional CJ Manmohan
reflected on his experiences from
the bench, which he held for over
6,000days, making himone of the
longest-serving HC judges. “...
Justice Prakash Narayan of this
court was the longest-serving
judge with 6,041 days. I've just
surpassed his record and had a
tenure of 6,110 days...1 thinkit will
be adifficult record to beat....”

He urged “young members
of bar” that “if the position of
judgeship is offered to you,
please accept it,becauseitis nec-
essary for this institution to grow
and develop”.

Maintaining that a local per-
son from Delhi being elevated to
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CJ Manmohan at a farewell function organised by the Delhi
High Court Bar Association. Express

the SC is a rarity, CJ Manmohan
said, “I am a local Delhiite who
was conferred the status of Chief
Justice of this court after 36 years.
Foralocaltobecome the CJanda
local judge to be elevated to the

SCdirectly is ararity...”

On the lives led by judges and
challenges that come with it, he
added, “..when you become a
judge, take it from me, your life
restarts again. Your friends with

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

whom you used to have lunch,
they become distant companions.
Luckily for me, when I joined the
bench, I was invited to a tea club,
which comprised three other
judges — Justice (Vipin) Sanghi,
Justice (G S) Sistani and Justice
(Rajiv Sahai) Endlaw and we’d
meet every day for 15-20 minutes
for a cup of coffee... Among all
judges, we earned the reputation
of running a politburo...”

“... being a judge is quite
tough. You have to be mentally
resilient, you have very little time
foryourself and your family, and
very small elbow room to play
around. So, if we as judges stay
united as a family, we will be able
to overcome our problems.”

C] Manmohan also high-
lighted that he refrained from ex-
ercising his veto power when his

Rajesh Kumar, his wife
Komal, daughter Kavita.

and Kavita were settled,” said
Dharmender, Deepak’s brother.

Police said there were no
signs of forced entry into the
house and all locks were intact,
which pointed towards the
house being locked after the
murders were committed.

Sube Singh, Rajesh’s paternal
cousin, said that only him and his
family members had the keys to
the house. “He had never men-
tioned any enmity or tension," he
added.

Saurav, who lives in the same
neighbourhood, said Kavita was
thinking of preparing for UPSC: “I
used to teach both Arjun and
Kavita when they were in school.
I'm preparing for UPSCand Kavita
had come to ask me aboutit...”

view was in the minority in judg-
ments. “As the CJ, I have to take
my court along. It’s good that
there are different opinions. At
times, I have been in the minor-
ity, I have allowed the majority to
prevail and not exercised any veto
power...I think magnanimity and
civility that each judge shows the
other, the respect they show to
the other, is very important — that
tradition must continue...”

At the full court farewell, CJ
Manmohan emphasised he has
tried to ensure that publicfaithin
the judicial system hasincreased
over time. “The real efficacy and
credibility of a judicial system is
measured by the public faith it
enjoys... | have witnessed the
transformative power of law, seen
itheal wounds, right wrongs and
restore faith," he added.

Have to ensure campuses remain safe, say schools. Archive

gressive schools already have pro-
grammes on conflict manage-
ment, tolerance building and dis-
cussions on the power of dialogue.
There is a need to communicate
with parents. After yesterday’s
shocking incident which unfolded
because of a small scuffle, we did
have talks among principals.
Everyone agreed that concerted
efforts are needed where we sen-
sitise children and teach them
aboutbuilding an environment of
tolerance and respect.”

Other school principals are
following suit. Pallavi Sharma,
principal of Mamta Modern
Schoolin Vikaspuri, has decided
to push for adiscussion with stu-
dents and teachers in her school.

Talking about the triggers for
violence, all principals pointed
out the heightened role of social
media among students.

ITL Public School principal
Sudha Acharya said, “This is a re-
sult of the direct impact of social
media and gaming technology.In
my school, smartphones are
strictly banned and it is followed
very successfully. But in houses,
childrenasyoungas those in Class
IV are given smartphones. Even
hybrid mode of learning... such

measures are to be blamed forin-
creased gadget exposure among
kids, which goes unsupervised.
How else can 10- to 12-year-olds
show such aggression?”

Talking about parents, Sehgal
said they have expressed concern.
“lam fully with them during this
time. The incident has spread
great negativity and anxiety
among the parents. Reassuring
them is urgently needed.”

Now, schools are looking to-
wards taking proactive steps.

About measures that need to
be takenand whicharealreadyin
place, Sehgal said his school has
all-round CCTV surveillance, and
senior students and parents un-
dertake ‘safety walks’ to make
sure all areas around the school
are safe. He added, “We need to
go beyond teaching them about
a safe environment and the
physical health and safety of the
child. We need to focus on their
mental well-being as well.”

Alka Kapur, principal of Mod-
ern Public School, Shalimar Bagh,
said, “Schools should be a safe
place for children. If we are notable
to assure our children’s safety in
homes and schools, thenit’sa col-
lective failure of the community...”

Taking on AAP, BJP
plans own scheme
for women in Delhi

JATINANAND
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 3

IN A move that would add much
sting toits campaign for the Delhi
Assembly polls, the party’s state
unitis understood to have written
to its national leadership to con-
sider the implementation of a
scheme similar to Ladli Behna in
Madhya Pradesh and Ladki Bahin
Yojanain Maharashtra, if it comes
to power in the Capital.

During the Budget earlier this
year, the AAP had announced a
monthly payout of Rs 1,000 to el-
igible women beneficiaries in
Delhi as a significant poll promise.

Sources in the BJP said the sug-
gestion was part of the proceed-
ings of its organisational and elec-
tion management committees
held over the last week and con-
veyed to its national leadership.
“Theimplementation of ascheme
similar to Ladli Behna and Ladki
Bahin schemes is one of the sig-
nificant suggestions that has been
received by the party’s state unit
with regard to its manifesto,” a
senior BJP leader said. The BJP’s
manifesto, sources added, was
likely to be announced either by
late December or early January.

The Delhi government had
first announced its Mahila
Samman Rashi scheme in its
2024-25 budgetin March, allocat-
ing Rs 2,000 crore out of its Rs
76,000 crore budget forit. Leaders
at the time had said the first pay-
ment under the scheme would be
made in September or October.
The arrest of then Delhi CM,

Arvind Kejriwal, however, re-
sulted in the scheme getting
stalled. The draft of the scheme
has been readied, but is yet to be
cleared by the council of ministers.

While the Ladki Bahin
scheme is said to have con-
tributed significantly to the BJP-
NCP-Shiv Sena Mahayuti bloc’s
Assembly win in Maharashtra,
the JMM-led INDIA bloc govern-
ment’s second consecutive term
in office it attributed mainly to
itsimplementation of the Maiya
Samman Yojana in Jharkhand.

Meanwhile, the Delhi BJP has
begun takingon the AAPover what
the opposition party alleges is a
“misinformation campaign”
aroundit seeking todiscontinue the
current subsidies in place across
government departments. South
Delhi BJP MP and convener of the
party’s‘Sankalp Patra’ or manifesto
committee, Ramvir Singh Bidhuri,
on Monday, announced that a BJP
government, if formed in Delhi,
would continue the AAP Delhi gov-
ernment’s subsidies in power, wa-
ter and public transport sectors.

“While the party has already
announced its commitment to
implementing Ayushman Bharat,
which the AAP government
stalled for years, as one of the first
decisions of a BJP government ifit
is formed, the BJP’s women-cen-
tric scheme may likely have a
higher amount than the AAP’s Rs
1,000,” another leader said.

“Itis now in the leadership’s
domain to assess the amount of
the monthly gratis payment and
whether or not to go ahead with
announcing suchaschemeatall.”

After 50 days, Delhi sees
‘moderate’ air quality

New Delhi: With a clear sky and
sustained strong winds, Delhi
Wednesday recorded an air qual-
ityindex (AQI)of 178, in the 'mod-
erate’ category — 50 days after it
had last experienced such air.
October 15 was the last time Delhi
recorded ‘moderate’ AQI of 198.
The 24-hour average AQI
recorded at 4 pm was an im-
provement from the 268 regis-
tered on Tuesday. As per Central
Pollution Control Board data, last
December had not witnessed
any 'moderate’ AQI days.In 2022,
three ‘moderate’ AQI days were
observed in December.

According to Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorology (IITM),
the air quality is likely to be in the
‘moderate’ category Thursday,
following which is set to slip to
the ‘poor’ category till Saturday.
The AQI in the subsequent six
days is set to fluctuate between
‘poor’ and ‘very poor’ categories.

On Wednesday forenoon, the
wind speed reached up to 12
kmph, said the IMD. Even at
night, the wind speed reached
above 5 kmph. Sustained strong
winds from the Northwest since
the month’s beginning has
helped disperse pollutants. ENS
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Seize the EpilePSYD RAGON

An Initiative for INFANTILE SPASMS AWARENESS

Increased awareness & early treatment key to success

Infantile Spasm are a common epilepsy
syndrome in first year of life. It is a triad of
epileptic spasm (salaam attacks) usually
in clusters, characteristic chaotic
electroencephalogram (EEG) known as
hypsarrhythmia & developmental arrest.

infections, brain malformations,
metabolic & chromosomal causes &
tuberous sclerosis. In 1/3rd patients cause
is unidentified, MRI brain & EEG are two
important investigations. Only 1/3rd
cases need genetic & metabolic tests,

Separating Fact from Fiction

Myths About Infantile Spasmsﬁ

Spasms mostly occur on awakening &
comprise of sudden forward bending or
backward straightening of body for a
second. They are mistaken for colic or
startle resulting in delayed diagnosis.

= |dentification of etiology is important for
effective treatment & genetic counseling.
Important causes include birth asphyxia,
neonatal hypoglycemia due to delayed
feeding, central nervous system

m Treatment includes multi-disciplinary
approach., Drug treatment depends on
cause & primarily comprises of steroids
and vigabatrin for tuberous sclerosis. In
refractory cases options are anti-seizure
drugs, ketogenic diet & surgery. With early
treatment 50-70% patients have good
seizures control while rest continue with
seizures,

Dr. Anita Sharma

Senior Pediatric Neurologist,
New Delhi

» Myth: Infantile spasms are colic
cramps.

Fact: Infantile spasms are
distinct from colic cramps,
occurring in clusters rather than

The Importance of Early Diagnosis and Treatment
for Infantile Spasm

Diet and Nutrition for
Children with Infantile Spasms:
Stop Infantile Spasms

impairment if left untreated. continuously.
= Prompt recognition of the condition » Myth: Infantile spasms are easy
enables immediate intervention, to recognize.

which is essential because the longer
the spasms persist, the greater the
risk of lasting neurological damage.

= Research indicates that early
initiation of effective therapies, such
as hormonal treatments or
antiseizure medications, can
significantly reduce the frequency of
spasms and help restore normal

Fact: They can be subtle and
hard to identify, often invalving
small eye movements or a
downturned mouth.

« Myth: Infantile spasms are
caused only by brain injuries.

Fact: They can occur in children

or genetic syndromes, which can with or without other health
development. influence treatment decisions and Issues.

= Delayed treatment is associated with management strategies. « Myth: Infantile spasms look
worse outcomes, including increased o pyerall, timely diagnosis and the same in all children.
rates of cognitive impairment and intervention are paramount in Fact: They can manifest as quick
behavioural issues. optimizing developmental body jerks, head drops, or

= Additionally, early diagnosis aids in trajectories and improving the extended arms, varying
identifying any underlying causes, prognosis for children with infantile significantly from child to child.
such as structural brain abnormalities Spasms. « Myth: Treatment options for

infantile spasms are limited.
Fact; Infantile spasms can be
treated with various

Dr. Rekha Mittal
Senior Pediatric Neurologist,

New Delhi

medications, including
vigabatrin, or through surgical
options.

« Myth: Infantile spasms do not
affect a child's mood.
Fact: Children with infantile
spasms may become irritable or
inconsolable.

By debunking these myths, we can

better understand and effectively

address infantile spasms to help
stop them.

Dr. Puja Grover Kapoor
Pediatric Neurologist,
Gurgaon, Haryana

Dr. Praveen Kumar

Senior Pediatric Neurologist,
New Delhi

iet and nutrition are vital in managing

infantile spasms, especially when

traditional treatments fall short. Here are
effective strategies:

« Ketogenic Diet: A high-fat, low-carbohydrate
diet that induces ketosis, potentially reducing
seizure frequency by shifting energy sources
from glucose to fats.

« Modified Atkins Diet: A flexible version
allowing higher carbohydrate intake while
emphasizing healthy fats, making it easier for
children to follow.

« MCT Diet: Incorporates medium-chain
triglyceride oil for quick energy metabolism,
helping maintain ketosis without strict carb
restrictions.

» Nutritional Balance: Ensure children receive
essential vitamins and minerals to support
overall health,

« Consult Specialists: Work with a pediatric
dietitian experienced in epilepsy to tailor

= Early diagnosis and treatment of
infantile spasms are crucial for
improving the long-term outcomes in
affected children.

» Infantile spasms, a severe form of
epilepsy that typically manifests in
infants, can lead to significant

developmental delays and cognitive An Initiative for

Infantile Spasms
Awareness

MSNQ

Research for Better Medicines « Timing: Note how long the spasms

last. If they persist or occur frequently,
seek medical help.

After the Spasms

« Recovery Position: Place your
child on their side to keep their airway
clear.

» Comfort and Reassure: Afterward,
your child may be confused or tired;
offer comfort during recovery.

1

Recognizing and Responding to
Infantile Spasms: A Parent's
Guide to Stop Them

dietary plans and monitar nutrition.

« Regular Monitoring: Follow-ups are
essential to assess the diet's effectiveness and
adjust based on seizure activity.

By implementing these dietary strategies, parents

can help manage infantile spasms and improve

their child's health outcomes, helping to stop
infantile spasms.

Recognizing the Symptoms of
Infantile Spasms: A Guide
for Parents

Dr. Rafat Trivedi
Pediatric Neurologist,
Gurgaon, Haryana

manifest as short seizures and spasms that

occur in clusters, meaning one episode follows
another quickly, Mild seizures might look like head
nodding, while more forceful seizures can cause
stiffness, arm flinging, or knee pulling. Some
seizures may affect only one side of the body, and
your baby may cry before or after the episode.
In addition to spasms, your baby might exhibit
twitching or jerking movements, known as
myoclonus, which can be classified as either
positive (sudden muscle tensing) or negative
(sudden muscle relaxing) these movements are
involuntary. During seizures, you may notice
visible signs such as your baby turning pale or red,
sweating, having large pupils, or experiencing
changes in breathing and heartbeat.
As your baby develops, watch for delays in
reaching milestones like rolling over or
recognizing voices. They might also regress,
forgetting skills they previously learned, such as
sitting up. This delayed development is a key
symptom to monitor.

I nfantile spasms, or West syndrome, primarily

Dr. R K Sabharwal

Senior Pediatric Neurologist,
New Delhi

nderstanding infantile spasms is
crucial for parents. Here's how to
recognize and respond:
Recognizing Infantile Spasms
« Types: Familiarize yourself with
characteristics, like sudden jerking
movements, head drops, or eye
movements.

How Infantile Spasms Are
Diagnosed: The Role of EEG and
Other Tests to Stop Infantile Spasms

iagnosis of infantile spasms,
D syndrome is mainly by history

and video evaluation of the
seizure type. If a infant has typical
epileptic spasm ( sudden jerk with
flexion or extension of body with
stiffness for few seconds duration is
spasm) which occurs in clusters and
mostly seen after waking up from
sleep is a case of infantile spasm
syndrome,

To be sure on diagnosis, an EEG is
done. The hallmark finding for infantile
spasms in EEG is hypsarrhythmia,
marked by high voltage, random slow
waves, and spikes across cortical
areas.

Following EEG, neuroimaging,
preferably MRT, is crucial as it can
identify the underlying cause in about
70% of cases . If no cause is found after
EEG and MRI, further metabolic and
genetic testing should be conducted.

Dr. Rajni Farmania

Pediatric Neurologist,
New Delhi

Patients without an identifiable cause
are classified as having infantile
spasms of unknown etiology,
accounting for 10% to 40% of cases.

Using these diagnostic tools helps
healthcare providers work toward
effectively treating infantile spasms.

= Signs: Watch for unusual behaviours
like clusters of spasms, changes in
alertness, or irritability.

Responding to Infantile Spasms
» Stay Calm: Your calmness reassures
your child and creates a supportive
environment.
« Ensure Safety: Clear the area of
to prevent injury.

What Are Infantile Spasms?
Understanding the Condition

nfantile spasms, also

known as West

syndrome, are a type
of seizure disorder that
typically occurs in
infants and young
children, These spasms
are characterized
by sudden, jerking
movements of the body,
often involving the neck,
trunk, and limbs. They
usually happen in
clusters, lasting a few
seconds each time.

The condition often
arises between the ages
of 3 to 12 months and
can be linked to various
underlying issues, including brain development problems or
metabolic disorders. Parents may notice unusual behaviours, such
as stiffening of the body, arching of the back, or a sudden pausein
activity.
Infantile spasms can lead to developmental delays and other
cognitive challenges if not treated promptly, Early diagnasis and
intervention are crucial for managing the condition effectively,
and treatment options may include medications, dietary changes,
o, IN SOMe Cases, surgery.

Understanding the signs and seeking timely medical advice can
make a significant difference in outcomes for affected children.

Dr. Ankush Singh
Pediatric Neurologist,
Gurgaon, Haryana

hazards and gently support your child

= Document: Keep a record of the
episode, including duration and
behaviours, to share with your
healthcare provider,

Being informed and prepared can help

ensure your child's safety and work

towards stopping infantile spasms

effectively.

Physical and Occupational
Therapy: Helping Your Child
Thrive with Infantile Spasms

Dr. Rishi Sharma
Pediatric Neurologist,
New Delhi

nfantile spasms (IS) can impact a child's physical
and developmental abilities, Physical and
occupational therapy are essential in supporting
their growth.
Physical Therapy (PT)- Goals: . Improve motor
skills, strength, and coordination. « Address mohility
issues and enhance physical fitness.
Approach: .Tailored exercises focus on gross
motor skills like crawling, walking, and balance, .
Use of play-based activities to engage children and
make therapy enjoyable.
Occupational Therapy (0OT)- Goals: Boost daily
living skills and independence.
Approach: - Activities that improve hand-eye
coordination, grip strength, and self-care skills {like
dressing and feeding). » Strategies to manage
sensory sensitivities and promote comfort in various
enviranments.
Benefits: - Enhanced Development: Both PT
and OT can significantly boost a child's physical and
cognitive development. - Improved Quality of
Life: Therapy helps children gain skills that enhance
theirindependence and confidence.
Early intervention through physical and occupational
therapy can significantly benefit children with
infantile spasms, leading to better developmental
outcomes and quality of life,

epaper.indianexpress.com
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UEST IN GARDEN

CONGRESS MP from Thiruvananthapuram Shashi Tharoor had
an unusual visitor on Wednesday morning when he was read-
ing a newspaper in his garden — a monkey that leapt into his
lap. Tharoor offered the guest bananas and got a hug in return.
The monkey then took a nap in his lap. Tharoor claimed that
when he tried to gently get up, the monkey loped away. Posting
pictures of the encounter on X, Tharoor wrote: “Reverence for
wildlifeis ingrained in us, so though Iwas a bit concerned about
the risk of a monkey-bite (which would have necessitated ra-
bies shots), I stayed calm and welcomed his presence as non-
threatening. [ am gratified that my faith was borne outand our
encounter was entirely peaceful and gentle.”

KERALA CONNECTION

CONGRESS LOK Sabha member from Wayanad Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra wants to take up in the House the issue of Central
assistance for the rehabilitation and reconstruction work in
the disaster-struck areas of her constituency. Although she is
yet to get an opportunity to speak on the floor of the House, she
was part of a delegation of Kerala MPs from both the Houses
that met Home Minister Amit Shah on Wednesday. The dele-
gation submitted to Shah a memorandum prepared by the
Kerala government. Shah, who according to MPs present there
was very ‘business like’, assured the delegation to provide by
Thursday evening the status report on what the Centre has
done and what all it can do for Wayanad.

SERVICE PROVIDER

UNION COMMUNICATIONS Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia sur-
prised many when he replied in Marathi to a question from
Congress MP from Maharashtra Pratibha Suresh Dhanorkar
about BSNL and its employees. But the question triggered
some heated arguments thereafter and Scindia asserted that
the government was committed to the welfare of the em-
ployees of the BSNL, which he said, has been revived by the
present government. However, Opposition MPs appeared not
convinced with his reply. When Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Arvind
Sawant asked how many MPs from the ruling BJP use BSNL
service, Speaker Om Birla intervened, saying BSNLis the only
service that is provided by Parliament.

RS clears Bill for regulating
boilers, safety of life, property

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

THE RAJYA Sabha on
Wednesday cleared a bill with
provisions for regulation of boil-
ers, safety of life and property
from explosions, and uniformity
in registrations.

The Boilers Bill, 2024, which
seeks to repeal the century-old
Boilers Act, 1923, was cleared in
the Upper House by a voice vote.
The bill has provisions to ensure

the safety of people working in-
side a boiler apart from repair of
boilers to be undertaken by qual-
ified and competent persons.

According to the Commerce
Ministry, the bill will benefit
boiler users, including those in
the MSME sector.=as provisions
related to decriminalisation have
been incorporated in it. Out of
seven offences, to ensure the
safety of boilers and personnel,
criminal penalties were retained
in four major ones that involve
loss of life and property.

RUCKUS IN RAJYA SABHA AS OPP DENIED CLARIFICATIONS

India-China ties: Jaishankar
says de-escalation talks next

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

REFERRING TO friction points in
Galwan Valley and Pangong Tso
where disengagement of troops
was achieved two years ago by
creating buffer zones, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said
that temporary and limited steps
were worked out in a few other
places where friction had oc-
curred in 2020.

“Based on local conditions, to
obviate the possibility of further
friction. This, | must stress, applies
to both sides and can be revisited
as the situation demands. In that
sense, our stance has been res-
olute and firm and serves our na-
tional security fully,” Jaishankar
said on Wednesday while making
a statement on India-China rela-
tions, in the Rajya Sabha.

His statement was followed by
a brief uproar in the House and
Opposition MPs walked out after
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar dis-
allowed them from seeking clari-
fications. “Time and again, I have
invited your attention, indulgence,
that we are being watched by the

L
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External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar in Rajya Sabha
on Wednesday. P11

entire nation and our demeanour
is causing a serious dilution of the
institution, an institution meant
for debate is not having it, there-
fore getting into irrelevance,”
Dhankhar said as Opposition
members demanded answers
from the minister.

“Therule onastatementis ex-
plicit. The minister... has taken the
House in confidence. He could be
asexhaustive as possible,” he said.

Jaishankar, while talking on
the recent developments in
India's ties with China, also said,
“The disengagement has now

been achieved in full in Eastern
Ladakh through a step-by-step
process, culminating in Depsang
and Demchok..."

“The conclusion of the disen-
gagement phase now allows us to
consider other aspects of our bi-
lateral engagementina calibrated
manner, keeping our national se-
curity interests firstand foremost.
In my recent meeting with
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, we
reached an understanding that
the special representatives and
the foreign secretary-level mech-
anisms will be convening soon.”

“In the negotiations with
China, the defence and diplo-
matic arms worked in lockstep
to ensure that our national inter-
ests were comprehensively met.
In that context, the House would
also recognize that there has
been a significantimprovement
in the border infrastructure
which has made such effective
counter-deployment possible.
This is reflected, amongst others,
in the increase of border infra-
structure allocations in the last
decade. The Border Roads
Organization (BRO)alone has in-
curred three times the expendi-

Railways (Amendment) Bill a

move to privatisation, says Opp

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

DEBATING THE Railways
(Amendment) Bill 2024 in the
Lok Sabha, Opposition members
on Wednesday said that the Bill
would have a negative impact on
the autonomy of railways and
that it increases the potential for
its privatisation.

Moving the Bill, Union
Railways Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw Wednesday said that
the first passenger rail service in
India was started in 1853, and in
1890, the Railways Act was en-
acted. The Railway Board Act was
passed in 1905. Now the govern-
ment has decided to merge the
Indian Railways Board Act, 1905
with the Railways Act, 1989 into
the one unified law — the
Railways (Amendment)Bill, 2024.

Congress MP Manoj Kumar
said that this Bill, if passed, will
have a negative impact on the
autonomy of railways. This Bill
also increases potential for pri-
vatisation, he said.

However, BJP’s Ravi Kishan
said that the Bill is aimed at mak-
ing the railway’s legal framework
simple. He said railways is also a
social responsibility.

Samajwadi Party member
Neeraj Maurya urged the minis-
ter not to take the railways to-
wards privatisation. Itwould have
been better if the minister had
consulted an all-party meeting
before bringing this Bill, he said.

TMCMP Kalyan Banerjee ex-
pressed concern over rail acci-
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Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw in Lok Sabha, Wednesday

dents and suggested that the
government reduce the Indian
Railways' operating cost and im-
prove passenger amenities.
Participating in the day-long
debate ontheBillin the Lok Sabha,
several opposition members, in-
cluding NK Premachandran of the
RSP, demanded that the govern-
ment resume offering rail fare
concessions to senior citizens.
Independent MP Rajesh
Ranjan alias Pappu Yadav de-
manded the resumption of con-
cession in rail fares for journalists
and SC/ST/OBC students appear-
ing for examinations. Congress’s
Gurjeet Singh Aujla alleged that
the Bill, if passed, would end the
Railway Board and promote pri-
vatisation. He said people were
apprehensive that the Centre
would privatise the railways.
FULL REPORT ON:
www.indianexpress.com

All passengers get
46% subsidy, says
Vaishnaw in LS

New Delhi: Railway Minister
Ashwini ~ Vaishnaw  on
Wednesday said in the Lok
Sabha that the Indian Railways
provide 46 per cent subsidy for
every passenger.

Replying to a supplementary
question, Vaishnaw said: “The to-
tal subsidy provided by the
Government of India for all pas-
sengers travelling in Indian
Railwaysis Rs 56,993 crore. When
the cost of providing the serviceis
Rs 100, the ticket is charged at Rs
54, which amounts to46 per cent
subsidy for every passenger trav-
elling, which includes all the cat-
egories..” He was responding toa
question from MDMK member
Durai Vaikio. ENS

ture level of what it was a decade
ago. Whether it is the length of
the road networks, of bridges or
of the number of tunnels, there
has been a substantial increase
over the earlier period,” he said.

The minister also said that
India was and remains very clear
that the three key principles must
be observed inall circumstances.
"Both sides should strictly respect
and observe the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), neither side should
attempt to unilaterally alter the
status quo, and agreements and
understandings reached in the
past must be fully abided by in
their entirety,” he explained.

Noting that peace and tran-
quilityinborder areasis a pre-reg-
uisite for development of ties with
China, Jaishankar said, “Our rela-
tionship had progressed in many
domains, but was obviously neg-
atively affected by recent events.
We are clear that the maintenance
of peace and tranquility in border
areas is a prerequisite for the de-
velopment of our ties. In the com-
ing days, we will be discussing
both de-escalation as well as ef-
fective management of our activ-
ities in the border areas...”

BJP asks govt to
ensure safety of
Hindus, ISKCON
in Bangladesh

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

THEISSUE of atrocities on Hindus
in Bangladesh resonated in Lok
Sabha on Wednesday, with
members of the BJP urging the
government to ensure safety of
the Hindus and ISKCON followers
in the neighbouring country.

Raising the issue during the
Zero Hour, BJP’s Hema Malini said,
“lam extremely sad... to see what
is happening in Bangladesh to our
Hindus and Hindu temples, espe-
cially, ISKCON and its devotees.
Continuous attacks on Hindu
temples are going on...”

Malini mentioned that the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness (ISKCON)is estab-
lished all over the world and it has
nearly thousand centres today.
“They are known for spreading
Vedic culture all over the world,
and spreading Krishna conscious-
nessand peace,” said Malini, who
represent Mathura Lok Sabha
constituency. “I appeal to the
Government of India that it
should be ensured that the attacks
on Hindus and temples in
Bangladesh are stopped immedi-
ately and all the ISKCON devotees,
including Chinmoy Krishna Das
be released from the prison and
the sedition case be dropped.”

BJP MPs Dilip Saikia, who
represents Darrang-Udalguri
constituency in Assam, and
Ujjain MP Anil Firojiya also
raised the issue in the Lok Sabha.

Govt responses to
Canada, US charges
under scrutiny of
House committee

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

MEMBERS OF the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on External
Affairs Wednesday were said to
have questioned the government
on the diplomatic spat between
New Delhi and Ottawa over the
killing of Khalistan separatist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, especially
on the difference in India's re-
sponses to allegations levelled by
Canadian and US agencies.

It is learnt that some mem-
bers were of the view that while
New Delhi reacted sharply to
Canada’s allegation of Indian in-
volvement in the killing of Nijjar,
it had played down the US
charge of an Indian plot to kill
separatist Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun on its soil.

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri, according to members,
faced a volley of questions on
why pronouncements of US of-
ficials in the Pannun case had not
beenrebutted as strongly as was
done in the wake of the
Canadian allegations.

InNovember last year, within
months of Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau alleging
involvement of Indian officials in
the Nijjar case, there were alle-
gations from the US about a
failed Indian plot to kill Pannun
on American soil.

An unsealed indictment by
the US Department of Justice
(Do]J) later named Indian na-
tional Nikhil Gupta in connec-
tion with his involvement in the
Pannun case. Gupta was extra-
dited to the US in June.

At the meeting Wednesday,
in which the MEA briefed the
parliamentary panel on issues
involving China and Canada, the
Foreign Secretary, itis learnt, also
informed MPs that based on ev-
idences provided by the US in
the Pannun matter, a high-level
committee is probing the mat-
ter and the investigation s yet to
be concluded.

Referring to Canada's allega-
tion of Indian involvement in the
murder of Khalistani activist
Nijjar, the Foreign Secretary was
said to have conveyed to the
panel that the Canadian govern-
ment had been unable to
produce any evidence to back
its charge.

India has rejected Canada's
charge as "absurd" and "moti-
vated", and criticised it for pro-
viding space to extremist and
anti-India elements.

It is learnt when MPs ex-
pressed concern about the safety
and protection of the Indian di-
aspora and the estimated five-
lakh strong student community
in Canada, officials of the MEA
conveyed that all efforts were
being made to ensure their
safety.

On China, Misri, while inform-
ing the panel that the disengage-
ment process in Ladakh had made
progress, echoed the points made
by External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar in Parliament.

Some MPs also demanded an
early briefing on the situation in
Bangladesh, given the turmoil
there following the ouster of the
Sheikh Hasina government and
incidents of attacks on the Hindu
minority.

Crocodile tears won’t
serve interest of farmers,

Dhankhar tells Opp MPs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

WEDNESDAY'S RAJYA Sabha
proceedings began with slogans
raised by the Opposition after
chairperson Jagdeep Dhankhar
refused to accept notices for dis-
cussion on farmers issues, cy-
clone Fengal, corruption allega-
tion against Adani group, and
violence in Sambhal. Dhankhar
said: “As already indicated yes-
terday, that practice has been
discontinued.”

Parliament's proceedings
were stalled for several days due
to an impasse between the
Opposition and the government
on notices under rule 267.

As the Opposition raised slo-
ganson farmers'issues, Dhankhar
said that they were only politicis-
ing those and creating drama. He
said that “crocodile tears" would
not serve the interest of farmers,
and pointed out that none of the

Rajya Sabha Chairperson
Jagdeep Dhankhar

rule 267 notices, previously given
by the members, pertained to
farmers'issues.

Dhankhar also allowed
Congress MP Pramod Tiwari to
speak. “Sticks were used on the
farmers, the government’s
promise of MSP was not pro-
vided...,” Tiwari said. Cutting
Tiwari short, Dhankhar said: “In
future, I will keep this in mind
that your assurance was a strat-
egy and itis notappreciated.Ial-
lowed you on the assurance that
you will conform to decorum
and discipline.”

From Sambhal to Ajmer: Sangh Parivar silence
betrays unease after Bhagwat’s note of caution

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

THE SILENCE of the Sangh Parivar
on the latest petitions filed in lo-
cal courts claiming Hindu rights
over Shahi Jama Masjid in
Sambhal as well as Ajmer Sharif
Dargah in Ajmer, betrays a sense
of both unease and uncertainty.

Ideologically, this move res-
onates with the RSS’s claim that
multiple Hindu temples were de-
stroyed and converted into
mosques by Islamic invaders.
Indeed, the Ram Janmabhoomi
moment that led to the demoli-
tion of Babri Masjid in Ayodhya —
and the launch of the Ram Temple
this year in the wake of the 2019
Supreme Court judgment is seen
as the Sangh'’s ideological tri-
umph.

However, the latest petitions
also strike some discordant
chords within. Several RSS lead-
ers told The Indian Express that
making “too many such claims",
some of whichmay turnouttobe
frivolous, could weaken the cases
where Hindus have “genuine
claims such as Kashi and

Mathura”. Sources said the Sangh
has even advised restraint to cer-
tain petitioners who have reached
out to it for guidance.

“We had three key issues —
Ram Mandir, Kashi and Mathura.
One(RamTemple)is doneand the
other twoare on track. By making
such claims everywhere ran-
domly, it hurts our genuine cases.
People begin to believe they too
are being claimed as part of some
political agenda and are based on
frivolous grounds,” aSangh leader
said. None of the RSS leaders was
willing to make any comments
over the issue on record, though.

This silence is not without rea-
Son.

InJune 2022, amid alegal bat-
tlein Varanasi following a petition
claiming Hindu rights over
Gyanvapi mosque, RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat had said:
“Hindus are not opposed to
Muslims. The ancestors of
Muslims were Hindus. Many feel
that what was done (the demoli-
tion of temples) was done to break
the morale of Hindus. A section of
Hindus now feels that these tem-
ples need to be reconstructed.
(But) one should also not raise a

new issue every day. Why esca-
late fights? On Gyanvapi, our faith
has been there for generations.
What we are doing is fine. But
why look for a Shivling in every
mosque?”

Bhagwat was addressing the
RSS workers in Nagpur following
the conclusion of a training ses-
sion. “What happens in mosques
isalso aform of prayer. Okay, it has
come from outside. But Muslims
who have accepted it are not out-
siders, they need to understand
this. Even if their prayer is from
outside (this country), and they
wish to continue with it, we are
fine with it. We are not opposed
to any form of worship,” the RSS
chief had also said.

Since then, these words
haven’t found much of anechoin
the Sangh even as case after case
has been filed claiming Hindu
rights over sites such as Kamal
Maula mosque in Madhya
Pradesh’s Dhar and even Qutub
Minar in Delhi and Taj Mahal in
Agra. One reason for the RSS si-
lence despite Bhagwat's caution-
ary note is, of course, that these
petitions apparently have the sup-
port of the Sangh cadre who feel

that “historical injustice” against
the Hindu community must be
“corrected”. At the same time,
these petitions, by keeping the
communal pot on simmer, also
add to therich fodder for elections
-- consider the refrain in
Jharkhand and Maharashtra on
infiltration and Hindu unity.

Yet, sources said, the Sangh
has adopted a “wait-and-watch
policy” over the Sambhal and
Ajmer petitions to see how they
play out in the courts before de-
ciding toeither engage with them
or denounce them.

The Sangh’s unease also stems
from the supposed “randomness”
of some of these petitions whichis
not necessarily related totheidea
of making such bids in the first
place. AseniorRSSleaderinsisted
that the Sangh “has not formed an
opinion” as yet on the Sambhal
and Ajmer petitions, adding that
these matters need to be seen on
“case-to-case basis”.He, however,
underlined that Bhagwat’s 2022
advice to not look for Shivling in
every mosque should “alsobe un-
derstood”.

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

SC reserves order in Partha bail plea: ‘Don’t

claim parity... on the face of it, you're corrupt’

SC transfers cases against
BJP leader to CBI, says
police probe may be unfair

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

UNDERLING THE gravity of the al-
legations against former West
Bengal minister Partha Chatterjee
in connection with the alleged
cash-for-jobs scam, the Supreme
Court Wednesday rejected his
claims for parity with co-accused
who have got bail in the case and
said “thereis no such thing as par-
ity for ministers”.

“Don't claim parity..There is
no such thing as parity for minis-
ters...there is no Association of
Ministers in the country," Justice
Surya Kant presiding over a two-
judge bench said while hearing
Chatterjee’s plea for bail in the
money laundering case registered
by the Enforcement Directorate
on connection with the scam.

The remarks came as Senior
Advocate Mukul Rohatgi, ap-
pearing for Chatterjee, cited the
bail given to Tamil Nadu minis-
ter Senthil Balaji in the money
laundering case against him.

Stressing that the charges
were serious, Justice Kant also
told Rohatgi that "on the face of

it, you are a corrupt person.
What message do you want us
to send to society? That corrupt
person can get bail like this?”

The senior counsel argued
that Chatterjee had already
spent two and half years in cus-
tody, but Justice Kant asked, “So
what? Crores of rupees were re-
covered from your premises.”

The court added that time
may be required to complete the
investigation.

The Bench comprising Justice
Ujjal Bhuyan, however, told
Additional Solicitor General SV
Raju, who appeared for the ED,
that Chatterjee cannot be keptin
custody for an indefinite period.

When Raju said that
Chatterjee would not be able to
walk out of jail even if he is
granted bail as he is also in cus-
tody in the CBI case registered in
connection with the scam,
Justice Bhuyan told him: “If he
(Chatterjee)is entitled to bail, he
is entitled. Don't say he won't
come out of jail. You don't know
what the trial court will do. Our
court has held that deprivation
of liberty for one day is aday too
many."

ANANTHAKRISHNANG.
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

STATING THAT the “atmosphere”
in West Bengal is “politically
charged”, the SC Wednesday
transferred two cases against a BJP
leader to the CBI and said appre-
hensions expressed by the peti-
tioner that he may notget afairin-
vestigation at the hands of the
police “may not be baseless”.
BJPleader Kabir Shankar Bose
had filed a petitionin the SC seek-
ing transfer of probe into two FIRs
lodged by police in Serampore in
December 2020 over a scuffle be-
tween the BJP leader’s security
guards and ruling TMC workers.
Bose, whowas earlier married
to TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee’s
daughter, had alleged in his peti-
tion that he was being victimised
at the behest of his political rivals

after the couple got divorced.

The Bench of Justice B V
Nagarathna and Justice Pankaj
Mithal said in the order that “it is
undisputed that Bose and
Banerjee’s daughter had a divorce
and as such, there is bitter enmity
between the two” leaders.

“The political scenario in the
State...is...opposed to the party in
power at the Centre and here
thereisnodenial tothe alleged in-
cident involving CISF officials at-
tached to the petitioner,” the top
court said.

Given such a situation, it said,
“the possibility that the petitioner
may not get a fair investigation at
the hands of the local police or
that the local police may not be-
have cordially with him in the
course of the investigation may
not be baseless and cannot be
brushed aside outrightly or
lightly.”
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INTERNATIONAL CHEETAH DAY

Two male cheetahs
released back into
the wild at Kuno

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, DECEMBER 4

AFTER SPENDING over a year in-
side protective enclosures, two
cheetahs — Agni and Vayu —
were released into the open for-
est area of Kuno National Park on
the occasion of International
Cheetah Day Wednesday.

The release took place in the
Palpur East area, located across
the Kuno River. Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav noted that this
"step not only strengthens the
state’s wildlife population but
also gives a boost to tourism in
the region.”

The cheetahs were brought to
the enclosures on August 13,
2023 after three adult cheetahs
“died due to septicaemia after
wounds beneath their dense
winter coat on the back and neck
regions became infested with
maggots” in July. It was a major
setback to the translocation proj-
ect that began in September
2022.

In August, the Cheetah Project
Steering Committee — a panel of
experts that monitors and ad-
vises the government on the
reintroduction of cheetahs — had
decided to release the cheetahs
into the wild.

The committee had stated
that the cheetahs would be re-
leased ina phased manner, start-
ing with coalitions (a group that
lives together), then individual
cheetahs and at last, mothers

Panel probing
Manipur violence
can submit its
report by May 20

New Delhi: The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) on Wednesday is-
sued anotification, extending the
deadline for the three-member
judicial inquiry commission
probing the ongoing ethnic vio-
lence in Manipur to submit its re-
port by May 20, 2025. On June 4
last year, the MHA had appointed
former Gauhati HC Chief Justice
Ajai Lama (retired) as the chair-
man of the commission, which
also included IAS Himanshu
Shekhar (retired) and IPS Aloka
Prabhakar (retired). ENS

S&T Branch
OPEN TENDER

: Invitation of E-tandar on
behalf of the President of India acting
through Sr. Divisional Engineer
Signal & Telecom (Co-Ordination],
West Central Rallway, Jabalpur for
the fallowing wark:- NIT Mo.: JBP-MN-
SIG-TENDER-2024-36. Mama of
work with location: S&T work in
connection with construction of
LHS in lieu of LC No. 8, 9 & 17 of
Jabalpur division on West Central
Railway (Signalling Work). Approx.
cost of the work: ¥ 8567,121.83.
Cost of Tonder form: D0. Address of
the office of Rallway: Divisional
Rallway Manager (S&T)s Offica, 1si
Floor, DRM Building, Jabalpur.
Earnest Money: T 1.81 400/
Completion Perlod: 11 Months. Date
& Time for Closing & Opening of
Tender: Closlng at 1500 Hrs. on
02012025 & Dpaning after 15.00 Hrs
The complats information of the above
'‘s-landar’ I8 avallable on website
"hitps:/Nireps.gov.in” and also placed
on notice bomrd of he Divisional
Raihway Monager (S&T) Office, Wesd
Central Rallway, Jabalpur, Tenders

pthar than 0t form of s-Hidas shall mnol
b ccBplod ac

aingl above lender

with their cubs.

"The team ensured that all lo-
gistical and security measures
were in place to facilitate the
smooth transition of the Cheetah
coalition. They will be monitored
by a team constantly,” a wildlife
officer said.

There are currently a total of
24 Cheetahs, including 12 cubs,
at Kuno.

After the male coalitions are
released, wildlife officials will
"study their behaviour before the
others are set into the wild", said
an official.

The wildlife officials would
anxiously wait for the results in
the coming days as there are also
challenges in the form of co-
predators, such as leopards who
stalk the landscape and the prey
base of the chitals. Experts have
previously flagged concerns
about the cheetahs losing outon
much needed experience to
tackle wild conditions after
spending a year in captivity.

However, wildlife officials are
confident that they would sur-
vive in the wild after the cheetahs
managed to "successfully hunt
chitals" during their time inside
the enclosure.

To fight the septicemia infec-
tion, which broke out last year,
the veterinarians have already
carried out prophylactic vaccina-
tion of the cheetahs.

They have now begun
preparing for preventive vacci-
nations for other diseases that
may afflict the animals.

Soldier shot at in J&K’s Tral

Srinagar: A soldier was injured
when suspected militants shot
at him in south Kashmir's Tral.
The soldier, identified as
Delair Mushtaq Sofi, a resident
of Khanagund village in Tral, had
come home on leave when some
suspected militants fired at him

Wednesday evening. The soldier
was shot in the leg and was im-
mediately rushed to hospital for
treatment. According to police
sources, Sofi is an army man
with Territorial Army and is cur-
rently posted at Pattan in north
Kashmir. ENS
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PATHA METRO

AT Hel ¥ HICdIRH fo.
(75 TE T THR Tl GFFT IUHH)
gidar ad, 3fe wae, ST FHara TS, gen
TENDER CANCELLATION NOTICE
fafagr 90-AL/14/2024-Sec-1/PMRC, f&Ai®-15.07.2024

fSra@ “Selection of Agency for Providing Manpower
Services to Patna Metro Rail Corporation Limited

4 T i S g

(PMRCL)” @1 fagimos werrfRra foman 7 o, fori srafigrd ot

20/- AEVEYs (MEIRHT)
AT Hel Ie HIRUIRRI .

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, SHANKAR VIHAR
(CBSE AFFILIATION NO : 2780006)

Email :

Wabsito :

apssvidawesindia.edu.in, Ph : 011-26153559
www.apsshankarvihar.ac.in

WALK IN INTERVIEW : 12 Dec 2024

Army Public School Shankar Vihar is inviting applications from
gualified and experienced individuals for the following positions:
{a] Sports Fencing Coach (including ex-servicemen)

Qualifications as per CBSE guidelines.
strong communication skills are required.

Must have at least a national/state level podium/participation
certificate, with a thorough knowledge of the specific sport.

(b) Nursing Assistant(Lady)

Qualifications:

10+2 and diploma in nursing.
Previous experience in the nursing field is preferred.
Interested candidates are invited to attend a walk-in interview on
12 Dec 2024 at 0930 hrs. Registration will take place from
0830 hrs to 0930 hrs. The positions are on an ad-hoc basis.

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

(A Government of India Undertaking)

Nangal Unit, Naya Nangal-140 126 {Punjab)
Tel.No.01887 - 220568 Fax No.220541

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Tenders ara invited in Two Part Bid Systam through Gal for the following:

Dated: 05.12.2024

Tender Description EMD | Estimated | Last date & time of
Ref. No. Cost submission of
tenders and opening
of technical bids
PN/SPX/ | Smart electronics  [Rs.1.00(Rs.104.04| As per GeM
2024/45 |pressure Lakhs | Lakhs Schedule
transmittar,
differential pressure
transmitter &
pressure diferential
transmitiers
PN/SPX/ |Smart Temperature [Rs.1.00(Rs.129.58] As per GaM
2024/82 | Transmilter Lakhs | Lakhs Schedule
For further details, visit our website: www.nationalfertilizers.com
$nddht'msi- :lgem.gov.in Any I’uﬂ?er amendrll:l'rEntJ'I:ﬂrrigendum to this
ender will be displayed only on aforesaid websites DGM (Materlals)

and htep:/

respectively.

Vehandigarh.gov.in, hitp:/

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR TRANSPORT-CUM-CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER, CHANDIGARH CITY BLS
SERVICES SOCIETY, UNION TERRITORY,
CHANDIGARH
CORRIGENDUM/ADDENDUM
Chandigarh City Bus Services Society invited bid through Manufacturer
¢ Authonzed Dealers’ Distnbutors from SML ISUZL for the supply of

spare parts of the SML Vchicles’ Buses Depot No-ll, CCUBSS,
Chandigari on discount basis vide letter bearing No. 34335AX
(FEAVCCBSS 2024, dated 191172024 by floating e-Tender m the
website of UTU 7 Chandigarh Administration. The [nst date for receipi
of responses wiis 05,12 Mg FEspnSe hus been recetved il last date
Now, Chandigarh Oty Bus Services Society extend thie last date from
3 12 200 aptor 4,000 P o 16,12, 2024 apto 14,000 P Tor receipt of
EMIEY and other terms and condifions mentioned in the websiie

[ he detatled terms and conditions of the tender can be downloaded from
the website of the Chandigarh Administration e, chdetugov.in

fetenders.chd.nic.in/nicgep/app

The other terms and condifions will remain same.

Sd/-
Deputy Controller (F&A)

for Director Transpart-cum-CEQ),
CCBSS, Chandigarh.

ol T, 3T 33004099

. 4804]
No. 4804]

settled the same appropriately;

7813 G1/2024

District: GHAZIABAD
https://egazette.gov.in

https://drive.google.com/fil
e/d/1YhLyY3dmJN5jPV7ns
OTLnN4oxEISK859/view?u
sp=sharing
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Notification

SCHEDULE

3 faoell, HTadR, 3 fag¥ER, 2024 /12 BRI, 1946
NEW DELHI, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2024/AGRAHAYANA 12, 1946

MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS

New Delhi, the 3rd December, 2024

S.0.5196(E).—Whereas by the notification of the Government ofIndiain the Ministry of Road Transportand
Highways, 5192 Dated:07/12/2023, published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part Il, Section 3, Sub-
section (ii) issued under sub-section (1) of section 3A of the National Highway Act, 1956 (48 of 1956) (hereinafter
referred to as the said Act), the Central Government declared its intension to acquire the land specified in the
Schedule annexed to the said notification for building (widening/four-laning, etc.), maintenance, managementand
operation of NH709B in the stretch of land from Km. 14.75 to Km. 2615 (Delhi saharanpur highway from Delhi/UP
Border toEPE junction)in the district of GHAZIABAD in the state of UTTAR PRADESH;

And whereas the substance of the said notification has been published in “Indian Express (English)” and
“Amar Ujala (Hindi)” both dated 16.12.2023 under sub-section (3) of section 3A of the said Act;

And whereas the Competent Authority has received objections filed under Section 3-C, considered and

And whereas, in pursuance of sub-section (1) of section 3D of the said Act, the competent authority has
submitteditsreportto the Central Government;

Now, therefore, upon receipt of the said report of the competent authority and in exercise of the powers
conferred by the sub-section (1) of section 3D of the said Act, the Central Government hereby declares that the
land specifiedin the said Schedule should be acquired for the aforesaid purpose;

And further, in pursuance of sub-section (2) of section 3D of the said Act, the Central Government hereby
declares that on publication of this notification in the Official Gazette, the land specified in the said Schedule shall
vestabsolutelyin the Central Government, free from all encumbrances.

Brief description of the land to be acquired, with or without structure, falling within the NH709B in
the stretch of land from Km. 14.75 to Km. 26.15 (Delhi saharanpur highway from Delhi/UP Border to
EPE junction) in the district of GHAZIABAD in the state of UTTAR PRADESH

File Number: NHAI/PIU-Gzb/709B/12011/LA/3D

ABHAY JAIN, Director

Note : The physical copy of this notification is also available at the office of CALA/PIU/PMU/RO/ED and
Landowners may also see the notification there.
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tional bank [E-AucTION NOTICE

«the name you can BANK upon

oS CIRCLE SASTRA CENTRE: CIRCLE SASTRA, 5C0-170, SECTOR 13-17, PANIPAT
Ph. : 0180-2620334, Email : cs82930pnb.co.in

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-acution Sale Notice for Sale of movable assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement Rules, 2002).
Matice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described movable
propearty mortgaged /charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive / physical / symbolic possession of which has been taken by the
Authorized Officer of the Bank / (Secured Creditor will be sold on "As is Where is *, As is What i5, and "Whatever There 5" on the date as
menticned in the table herein below for recovery of its due to the Bank / Secured Creditor from the respective borrower(s) & guarantor
(s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties,

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

Name of Branch Description of the Al Date of Demand Netle w's 13{2) i Sarfesi Act 2002 | A. Reserve Price I]ata f Detail of the
Name of Account Immavable Properties b} Outstanding Amount a5 an B. EMD (Last date of | Time of | encumbrance
; i deposit of EMD E-Auction | Known to thes
Mame & Addresses of | (mortgaged / Owner's Name ¢) Posession Date u's 13(4) of SARFESI ACT 2002 C. Bid increase Secured
the Borrower / (mortgagors of property(ies) d) Mature of Possession Symbolic / Physical | Amount Creditors.
Guarantors Account Constructive
1_'| PMB Branch | Equitable Morigage of Office|a)11.02.2022 a) Rs. 6,93,00,000.00( 26.12.2024] Not know
Office Kundli| unit measuring Super Area of b} Rs. 15.45,55,857.26. (Rs Fifteen Crore | b) Rs. 69,30,000.00 from o Bank
(114710) 3224.50 Sg. Ft. and built up| Forty-Five Lakh Fifty-Five Thousand Eight|c) Rs, 1,00,000/- 11:00 to 4.00 M.

(1)MI!S Pytex
Jewelers Pvt Ltd
(Through Directors
Sh. Pardeep Tayal
s/o Sh. B. B. Tayal
and Mr. Ankur Tayal
/0 3h. Pardeep
Tayal) at Office Unit
Mo. 200, GD ITL
Morthex Tower, Plot

no. A-9, Netaji Subhash Place,

area of 1887.15 Sq. FL. at Unil
Mo. 200, GD ITL Northex Tower,
Plol no. A-9, Nelaji Subhash
Flace, Pitam Pura, Delhi-
110034 wvide sale deead
registered agresment 21272
dated 0B.07.2004 and
Conveyvance Deed no. 5400
datad 30.03.2015in the name

Hundred Fifty-Seven and paisa Twenty-Six
orly) as on 10.02,2022 in CC & TL account
interest calculated up to 10.02.2022, with
further interest in w e [ 11.02.2022 al
contracted rate plus charges if any, minus

recovaries if any
C) 03.05.2024
) Physical

with unlimited
extansions of 10
minutes

of Sh. Pardeep Tayal and Smt. Satya Tayal

Pitam Pura, Delhi-110034 (2) Sh. Pardeep Tayal 5/o Sh. B. B. Tayal Address: House No. HD-32, Vishakha

Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-34, 3. Smt. Satya Tayal W/O Sh. Pardeep Tayal (since deceased) through her legal heirs 3a. Mr. Pardeep Tayal,
3b. Mr. Ankur Tayal, 3c. Mr. Ashish all R/'O House no. HD-32, Vishakha Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-110034

2. PHNEB Branch:
Model Town, Sonipat
(195200}

(1) Smt. Meenakshi
Wo Sh. Karambir Ri'o
House MNo-749/26,
Gali No-4, Arya Magar,
Sonepal, Haryana -
131001 (2) Sh
Karambir S/a Sh,

Residential Howse No 2/432
Khasra no. 1172/330, 1173330,
NMFEI30, 17611097324 min
measuring 177 square yarnds,
Kalupur, Arya Magar, Sonipat vide
sale deed no 3321 dt 31-05-2013
in name of Sml Meenakshi Wio Sh
RKarambir. Bounded as onder:
East — Gali Aam Raasta, West —

a)07.03.2022

b) Rs. 31,62.050.16 (Rupees Thirty One
Lakh Sixty Two Thousand Fifty and Sixtean
Paisa Only) as on 25-02-2022 with further
and othar expenses minus
recovery if any until payment in full

Intarast

C)20.05.2022
) Symbaolic

a) Rs 33.39,000/-
b) Rs. 3,33,900/-
c) Rs. 10,000/-

26122024 Mot kmow
froem to Bank

11:00 to4:00 P.M.
wilh unlirmited
extensions of 10
minutes

of Satwir Dahiva, North— House of Shakuntala, South — Gall Rasira Aam

Manchar Lal Rfa House No-74%/26, Gall No-4, Arya Magar, Sonapal, Harvana -131001

TERMS AND CONDITIONS ;
The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and tothe

following further conditions:
1. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS

BASIS"

2. The parliculars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the
Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.
3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://baanknet.com on
26.12.2024 @ 11.00 AM
4. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in.

Place ; Panipat

Date 04122024

Authorised Officer,

Punjab Mational Bank (Secured Creditor)

STATUTORY 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UDNER RULE 8(6) OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002

Hoge d'@ 3iTs s

Ceniral Bank of India

REGIONAL OFFICE, WHITE HOUSE COMPOUND, GAYA-823001

POSSESSION NOTICE
. [UNDER RULE B (1) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002]

| Motice is hereby given under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of [ Secunty} Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002}, and inexercise of the
| power conferred under sub-saction (12} of section 13 read with [rula 3] of the Secunty Interast {Enforcemeant] Rule 2002, The Authorzed Cfficer issued a Demand Motice an
| tha dates noted againsl accound as mentioned herein aller, calllng them to repay the amount within 80 days from ke dale of recaipl of tha said Molice, The
| borrower'guarantor having falled 1o repay the amount. nofice is heraby given to the under noted barrewariguarantor and the public in general that the undersigned has
| t1aken possession of the property described hereln below In exerclse of powers conferred on him under Sec. 134} of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 3 of the sald Rulesan
| the date mentioned against account. The Bormoweriguarantor in parficular and the public in general is hereby cautionad not to-deal with the property and any dealing with
| the property will be subject to the charge of Central Bank of India for the amount and interest therean menfioned against account herein befaw, The borrower's attention is

mvited io provisions of sub-section {B) of saction {13} of the Act, in respect of lime available to redeam the secured assets.

Name
of tha
Branch

MName of the
Accounts!
Borrowers/
Guaranter

Name of the owner & Description of
the proparty mortgaged

Date of
Demand
MNatice

Date of
Possassion
Maotice
Affixed

Amount out-
standing as on
date of Daemand
Motice

GOURA
Singh

Mr. Maresh Singh,
S/o Late Ram
Adhekari Singh and
Guarantor Mr. Vikash
Kumar Sio Mr. Naresh

W=hea, West-: Kamaldhari ral

All that part and parcel of House Property (Land & Building) in the nama of
bir. Maresh Singh 5/o Late Ram Adhekari Singh
Deed Mo-Gift Deed No-820211982, Area-15 Kattha Location-Mauza-
Makhdumpur Pergna Malki Properly detais-Khata Mo-1087, Khesra No.-
1288 1297, Thana NO- 323 Tauni No 953
Boundany-Merll- Haler Snoh South- Kamaidhan Rai Easl: Kamalghan Rai
Hizzadarwa Ram Pratap Baiwe Ramkshin Rae, Wesl: Boun Singhwe Dula Singh

Deed Mo-Gift Deed Mo-82921832, Area<D Kattha, Location-Mauza-
Mohivddinpur Pergra Malki Properly defais-Khata Mo- 2004, Khesra No.-
1316, 1831, Thana NO- 229 Tauz No, 2858,
Boundary-Morth-: Dhauli Mahio And Sand Sah, South-Rasta, Easl- Dashrath

Deed Mo-Sale Deed Mo-8810,6811,8681272003, Area-12 Katiha & Dhoor
Locafion-Mauze- Gours Mahal, Mirzapur Nasiran, Property details-Khats No-
18083, Khesra Mo -1874, Thana NO- 323, Taun No. 2866,
Boundary: Morth--Ram Ujagar Yadav & Oihers; South-:Khesra Haja Hissedar
Permanand singh, East:: Ram Sunder Yaday & Others, Wast-: Mokir Atah

10.09.2024} 30.11.2024

R=.93,41,680/-
{Rupess Ninety Three
Lakh Forty One
Thousand Six Hundrad
Eighty only) and interest
theraon,

GOURA

Singh

Mr. Naresh Singh,
3o Lale Ram
Adhekan Singh and
Guarantar Mr. Rahul
Bumar 3o Mr. Maresh

Siwang Kaji Rasalpur

All that part and parcel of House Property (Land & Bullding) in the name of
bbr, Maresh Singh 5/'o Late Ram Adhekari Singh
Dead Mo-2321 Dated 16.04.2013, Area-1 Rattha & Dhoor, Location-#4auza-
Goura Mahal, Mohabbatpur, Pargana Malki, Property Detalls-Khata Mo-1759,
Khesra Mo.-1308, 1305, Thana Mo-325, Tauzi Mo, 1426,
Boundary-Morth-; Fark Auwal South-Kamo Choudhary East-: Kedar Singh,
Weast-) Late Bauwn SinghAnd Late Haro 3ngh
Dead Mo-1334/7997, Arep-3 Kattha 11 Dhoor, Location-Mauza-Goura Mahal,
Mirzapur Masiran, Pergana malki, Propery Detsls-Rhata Mo-2584, Knesra
o= 1304, 1205,1306, Thana NO=-328, Tauzi o 2903, Boundary- Morth-- rasia,
=outh=Niz Marssh Komar Singh, East-- Kz Maresh Rumar Singh, West-:

10.09.2024| 30.11.2024

Rs.62,68,127/-
(Rupees Sixty Two Lakh
Sixty Six Thowsand One
Hundred Twenly Seven

only) and inlerest
thereon

| TEGHRA

Singh

1. W5 Maharani Aata
Udyog Prop. Mr.
Devendra Singh 2. Mr,
Devendra Singh 3o
Late Vindeshwari
Singh and Guaranior
1. Mrs. Mamta Devi
Wio Devendra Singh
2.Mr. Santosh Anand
Sio Mr. Mityanand

All that part and parcel of House Property (Land & Building) In the name of
Mrs. Mamta Devi Wio Mr. Devendra Singh
Sale Deed MNo-Dweed Nod452002, Araa-15 Dhoor, Locaton-Maiza-Mayanagar,
Pergana-imadpur, Disi-Bagusaral, Proparty Dalails-Taus Mo-3328, Thana Mo-123,
samehenc Mo -11,Khata Mo -150 Khesma No-338.8 335,
Boundary As Per Sale Deed-Norh-: Miz Man Mokir wo Ram Marain Singh haal
Khariddar, Soufh-Miz Man Mok Khesra Nember Haa, Easd- Niz Man Mokir
Khesra Mumber Haga, West-: Ragiriya Lichh Path (Mational Highway)
Sele Deed No-Deed Ne-d502002, Area-15 Dhoor, Locafion-Malza-Nayanagar,
Fergana-Imadpur, Dist-Begusarai, Property Details-Taizi No-3328, Thana No-123,
Jamabandi No <11, Khata No.<190 Khesea Mo-3354 335,
Boundary As Per Sale Dead-Morth-; Miz Man Miokir wo Rem Narain Singh hesl
khariddar, South-hiz Man Mokir Khesra Momber, Hags, East MNiz Man Mokir
Khesra Number Haga, Weast-: Rastiya Uchh Path (Nationa! Highwiay)
sale Deed Mo-Deed MNo-d512002, Ares-15 Dhoor, Locefion-Mauza-Mayanagar,
Pergana-Imadpur, Disl-Bagusaral, Proparty Delails-Taum Mo-3329, Thana No-123,
JamabanciMNo-11 KhataMNe-190 Ehesra Mo-3358 335,
Boundary As Per Sale Dead-North-; Niz Man Mokir wo Bam Marain Singh haal
Kharicdar, Soulh-Rez Man Moks Khesrta Number Haja, East: Niz Man Mokir
KhesraNumbar Heia, Wesl-: Rasirya Uichh Fath {Nalions! Highwery|
Sale Dead No-Dead No-45272002 And Reclificabicn Deed No-1226/2002 Dated
22 N 2002, Area-t3 Dhoor, Locahion-Matza-MNayanagar, Pergana-Imadpur,
Dist-Begusarad, Propery Defails-Tauzl Mo-3328, Thana Mo-123, Jamabandi
heo.-11 Khata No.-190 Khesra MNo-3308, 335 8 341
Boundary As Per Sale Deed-Norh-; Miz Man Mokir wo Rem Marain Singh haal
Kharddar, South-hz Man Mok Khesra Woember Haga, Eagt: Niz Man Mokir
Khesra Mumbar Hag, Wast-: Rastnga Lichh Path (Malionsl Highwiay|

07.08.2024| 30.11.2024

Rs.73,12.896/-
(Rupees Sevenly Thres
Lakh Twelve Thousand

Eight Hundrad Ningly
=i oonly} and interest
theraon,

| Place- Gaya

Date- 30.11.2024

Authorised Officer
Central Bank of India
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Cop who foiled bid on Sukhbir’s life has
been guarding Badal family for 22 years

Punjab CM, Akal Takht,
Cong condemn attack

— BRIEFLY -

CHHATTISGARH
Jawankilled
inencounter
with Maoists

Raipur: A 36-year-old
District Reserve Guard
(DRG) jawan was killed in
anencounter with Maoists
in Abujhmad Wednesday
afternoon. According to
the Inspector General of
Police for Bastar Range
Sundarraj P, security forces
comprising ofthe DRGand
the Border Security Force
were part of a joint search
when an encounter broke
out. The firing went on in
intervals. According to the
officer, head constable
Birendra Kumar Sori suf-

feredaninjuryanddied on
the spot. ENS
RAJASTHAN

BSF finds two
pistols, seven
cartridges

Jaipur: The Border Security
Force found two pistolsand
seven cartridges near the
Indo-Pakistan border at Sri
Ganganagar in Rajasthan,
sparking suspicion of
cross-border arms smug-
gling, security officials have
said. According to BSF
sources, the arms were
found in an unclaimed
packetnear 11 FAvillage on
November 30.The BSF has
registered a case in connec-
tion with the latest recov-
ery, Sri Ganganagar SP
GauravYadavsaid. ENS

JAMMU & KASHMIR
Militants attack
Armycamp
with grenades

Jammu: Militants on
Wednesday attacked an
Army campin Jammuand
Kashmir’s Surankote town.
Sources said that militants
hurled two grenadesatthe
camp, but there were no
causalities as one of the
grenades exploded short of
the target, while the other
did notexplode. The unex-
ploded grenade was later
defused by the bomb dis-
posal squad, sources said,
adding that both the
grenades appear to have
been hurled by militants
from the perimeter wall of
the Army camp. ENS

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR, DECEMBER 4

FOR 22 years, Jasbir Singh re-
mained in the shadows —
mostly in the background — as
part of security detail of one or
the other member of the influ-
ential Badal family. On
Wednesday, however, the
Punjab Police Assistant Sub-
Inspector (ASI) sprung into the
limelight as he thwarted a mur-
derous bid on Sukhbir Singh
Badal, a former deputy chief
minister who was on guard duty
outside the shrine as part of re-
ligious punishment.

Television footage shows
Jasbir — dressed in white kurta
payjama and an orange turban,
his white beard flowing free —
standing close to Badal at the en-
trance of the Golden Temple and
scanning th surrounding.

He noticed an elderly man,
later identified as Narain Singh
Chaura — a former Khalistani
militant — approach Badal, sit-
ting on a wheelchair due to a
fractured leg, from the right. As
Chaura suddenly fished out a
pistol, Jasbir reacted instantly,

==
P

Jasbir Singh is an ASI with
the Punjab Police. Express

and pouncing on the assailant,
pushed his hands upwards.
Chaura managed to pull the trig-
ger, and the bullet hit the wall of
the shrine.

All of this unfolded in just
about four seconds. As Jasbir
grappled with Chaura, two other
policemen along with members
of the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
task force joined him, overpow-
ered the assailant and snatched
the weapon. Meanwhile, an-
other personal security officer
(PSO), Heera Singh, stepped for-
ward to shield Badal.

Speaking to reporters, Jasbir
said he was only performing his
duty.

The ASI said his seniors had

Jharkhand: 10 ministers
likely to take oath today

JATINANAND
RANCHI, DECEMBER 4

TEN MINISTERS, including two
women legislators, are likely to
be sworn into Jharkhand’s 12-
member Cabinet on Thursday,
sources said.

The oath-taking ceremony
has been scheduled at the Raj
Bhavan in the state capital at
12.30 pm, government officials
said. “Itis too early to say who pre-
cisely will be taking oath (on
Thursday), but a total of 10 minis-
ters — of whom two will be
women legislators — are likely to
be inducted,” a JMM leader said.
JMM sources said that the twelfth
berth on the council of ministers
was likely to remain vacant.

Supriyo Bhattacharya, JMM
general secretary, said the new
Cabinet would have a mix of “urja
aur anubhav (energy and experi-
ence)” in addition to being inclu-
sive. “Each of our five administra-
tive divisions and sections of
society will be represented.
Hemant babu will progresswitha

skilled team dedicated towards
the delivery of the promises we
have made,” Bhattacharyaadded.
According to a senior Congress
leader, the Cabinet was certain to
be constituted as per the previ-
ously agreed-upon “one cabinet
berth per four MLAs” formula giv-
ing it claim over four and the R|D
over one of the seats on the coun-
cil of ministers. The CPI (ML) an-
nounced it will support the JMM-
majority government but not
stake claim to a ministerial berth.
“There is no clarity on the pre-
cise names from the Congresswho
may be inducted as ministers so
far but one of the four Congress
ministers may likely be a woman
legislator,” a Congress source said.
While JMM sources said “sig-
nificant portfolios” such as rev-
enue and mines were likely to re-
mainwithin the fold of seven JMM
ministers —including CM Hemant
Soren — sources added the front-
runners from the JMM included
Jama MLA Lois Marandi, ex-
tourism minister and Madhupur
MLA Hafizul Hasan and former
water minister Ramdas Soren.

IPS officer, who probed case against
Chandrababu Naidu, suspended

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER 4

THE ANDHRA Pradesh govern-
ment has suspended former
Andhra Pradesh CID Additional
Director General of Police (ADGP)
and senior IPS officer N Sanjay af-
ter aninquiry by the Vigilance and
Enforcement (V&E) wing al-
legedly found him that he had
misappropriated Rs 1 crore when
he was Director General of AP
State Disaster Response and Fire
Services. As CID chief, Sanjay, a
1996 batch officer, investigated

some high-profile cases that in-
cluded the alleged scamin the AP
Skill Development Corporationin
which TDP chief N Chandrababu
Naidu was made an accused.

On September 23 last year,
Sanjay oversaw the operation in
which CID officers arrested Naidu
atdawn at Nandyal.

The Vigilance and
Enforcement report states that
during his tenure in the AP State
Disaster Response and Fire
Services, Sanjay floated tenders
for creation of a web portal and
supply of hardware and colluded
with Vijayawada-based Sauthrika

Technologies and Infra Private
Limited to make payments, al-
though the firm had completed
only 14 per cent of the work.

The reportalso accuses Sanjay
of making payments of RS
59,52,500 and Rs 59,51,500 to a
SC and ST awareness workshop
conducted by  Kritvyap
Technologies Pvt Ltd of
Hyderabad. However, the inquiry
allegedly found that while there
was no such company in
Hyderabad, the listed address had
an office of Sauthrika
Technologies and Infra Private
Limited.

made it clear that even though
he was posted at the Sikh shrine
where everyone must be treated
equally, he should remain alert.
“We can’t stop or frisk anyone at
Darbar Sahib. Our security offi-
cerinstructed us to remain alert,
asitisabusy place,” he said.

"I was alert when he
(Chaura) approached. When he
took out his pistol, we subdued
him and snatched his weapon,”
Jasbir said.

Despite the tense moment,
Jasbir did not take a break for the
next two hours and continued
to shadow Badal while the Akali
leader listened to hymns and
later washed utensils at the
community kitchen as part of
the Akal Takht's religious pun-
ishment. Former minister
Bikram Singh Majithia said that
Jasbir, aresident of Amritsar, has
been part of the Badal family’s
security detail for 22 years and
“was like family member”.

“He not only saved Sukhbir
ji'slife, but also that of the devo-
tees,” said Majithia, adding
Jasbir had previously served in
the security detail of former
chief minister Parkash Singh
Badal.

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, DECEMBER 4

POLITICALLEADERS across parties
condemned the gunfire attack on
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) leader
Sukhbir Singh Badal when he was
sitting on guard duty as part of his
religious sentence outside the
Golden Temple in Amritsar on
Wednesday.

Reacting to the shooting,
Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann
posted on X," Today, Punjab police
prevented a big incident in the
state.Itwasalertness of Punjab po-
lice that a conspiracy to defame
Punjab and Punjabis hasfallenflat.
Police arrested the attacker from
on the spot... I have directed the
Punjab police officials to inquire
the entire incidentand submit the
report to me soon.”

Akal Takht Jathedar Giani
Raghbir Singh said, “This is not
justanattack on Sukhbir Badal; it
is an attack on the sevadar (vol-

unteer) who was standing out-
side the Darbar Sahib (Golden
Temple) performing duties as-
signed by Sri Akal Takht Sahib. We
condemn this attack and call on
the government to investigate
who is behind this incident.”

Leader of Opposition Partap
Singh Bajwa of the Congress, said,
"The attackon Sukhbir Singh Badal
outside SriDarbar Sahib, Amritsar,
is deeply unfortunate and un-
equivocally condemnable. Such
acts of violence have no place in
our society.” While condemning
the attack on Badal, BJP state
spokesperson Pritpal Singh
Baliawal said, "We strongly con-
demn the cowardly attack on
Sukhbir Singh Badal within the sa-
cred Sri Darbar Sahib (Golden
Temple) complex. Gunfire and vi-
olence have become disturbingly
common under this lawless
regime. Is Punjabbeing turned into
a banana republic? Where is the
government? Where is the ac-
countability?"

Navy officers perform the beating retreat ceremony on Navy Day at Gateway of India in
Mumbai on Wednesday. Sankhadeep Banerjee

Navy’s focus to be Atmanirbhar force
an inspiration, says President Murmu

SUJIT BISOYI
PURI,DECEMBER 4

PRESIDENT DROUPADI Murmu
on Wednesday said the Indian
Navy's single-minded focus is to
be an Atmanirbhar force by 2047,
which providesinspiration to pur-
sue innovationin "Mission Mode".

Stating that 63 ships were be-
ing built in India at present, the
President said India is one of only
six nations in the world that has
the capability todesign, build and
operate both a ballistic missile nu-
clear submarine and an aircraft
carrier.

The President was speaking at
the Indian Navy’s operational
demonstration (Op-Demo) or-
ganised at Puri sea beach on the

President
Murmu in
Purion
Wednesday.
PTI

occasion of Navy Day, whichis cel-
ebrated to commemorate
Operation Trident, the attack on
Karachi harbour during the Indo-
PakWarin 1971.

“The seamless integration of
advanced technology, tactical acu-
men and sheer courage ondisplay
today aptly showcase the evolu-
tion of our Navy into a combat-
ready, future-ready and credible
force,” said Murmu.

“As India's economy grows
and our interests and influence

expand across the globe,lam con-
fident that the Indian Navy will
continue to ensure maritime se-
curity, essential to enable ourrise
to a Viksit Bharat by 2047,” she
added.

Murmu praised the Navy's ef-
fortsin providing growth avenues
to “narishakti”."The Navy was the
first service to induct women
Agniveers and continues to en-
sure thatall ranks and all roles, in-
cluding combat functions, are
available to all women," she said
on the occasion.

RecallingIndia’s glorious mar-
itime past, the President said the
country's shipbuilding prowess
and ability to harness the mon-
soon wind patterns enabled the
nation to dominate seaborne
trade.
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A burst of laughter
after Lok Sabha polls

defeat;: What makes
Ajit Pawar so happy?

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 4

EVEN AS caretaker Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde continued to
maintain suspense over his par-
ticipation in the state cabinet ata
joint press conference of
Mahayuti on Wednesday after-
noon, Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief Ajit Pawar’s hilarious
comment announcing his deci-
sion to join the swearing-in cere-
mony cracked everyone up, lifting
the mood of the attendees.

When Shinde was asked if he
would take oath as deputy CM, he
kept on saying that it would soon
be revealed. Cutting him in be-
tween, Pawar said, “His (Shinde)
decision will be known by
evening, | am going to take the
oath (unka sham tak samaj me
aayega, main toh lenewala hoon).”
It prompted laughter from both
the leaders and journalists in at-
tendance.

Shinde shot back saying, “He
has the experience of taking oath
inthe morning and in the evening
aswell.” Arecall of his failed early-
morning swearing-in attempt
with BJP’s Devendra Fadnavis in
2019, put a big smile on Pawar’s
face aswell.

By winning 41 seats in the
2024 assembly elections, Pawar
not only triumphed over his un-
cle and veteran politician Sharad
Pawar but successfully claimed
his party as the real NCP. This may
lead to further incoming to his
party. Ajit Pawar also faced oppo-

Ajit Pawar,
NCP
president

sition within the family for going
against his uncle as many, includ-
ing his brothers, opposed him po-
litically. His victory also gives him
an emotional upper hand against
all those.

Less than four months ago, Ajit
Pawar suffered one of the worst
defeats in his political career as
only one out of his five candidates
emerged victorious in the Lok
Sabha polls.

In what turned out to be one
of the most high-profile battlesin
the country then, Ajit Pawar’s
wife Sunetra faced defeat at the
hands of his cousin sister and in-
cumbent MP Supriya Sule,
daughter of veteran politician
Sharad Pawar in the family’s
home turf Baramati. This was for
the first time that two members
of the Pawar family faced each
other in an electoral battle. Ajit
Pawar had made it a prestige bat-
tle by choosing to be stationed in
Baramati and overseeing the
campaign for his wife.

Found himself at the bottom
of state’s political hierarchy and
was left with very little option to
negotiate a higher number of
seats for the party in assembly
polls, Pawar focused on 59 parties
only and finally emerged victori-
ouson4l.

New govt will make
Maharashtra No. 1

state; MV A stalled
works: Sitharaman

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 4

UNION FINANCE Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
Wednesday said that the new
BJP-led Mahayuti government
“will make Maharashtra the
number one state in India”,
while blaming the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government for
its failure in implementing cru-
cial projects like the bullet train
and the Aarey car shed.

Addressing a meeting of the
state BJP legislature party at the
Vidhan Bhavan, she congratu-
lated Devendra Fadnavis on be-
ing unanimously elected as its
leader.

“The mandate in the
Assembly polls in the state is not
aregular result. It was an un-
precedented victory with a mes-
sage for Viksit Bharat,” said
Sitharaman, who was a central
observer for the meeting.

Referring to the Congress-led
government’s failure in pushing
development, she said, “A deep
draft Vadhvan port project with
Rs 76,000-crore investment has
been approved under the
(Narendra) Modi government. It

Nirmala
Sitharaman,
Union
Finance
Minister

should have been done long ago.
The bullet train, which was
stalled during the MVA rule,
would have been completed by
now. Even the Aarey car shed
project was stalled during the
MVA tenure,” she pointed out.
“The Modi government is
committed to bringing several
mega projects and schemes in
Maharashtra. As the Finance
Minister, I also closely monitor
these schemes,” she mentioned.
The huge mandate for the
Mahayuti shows that people are
tired of uncertainty and non-de-
velopment, she said, observing
that they disapproved of the
MVA, which had thwarted de-
velopment in Maharashtra.
“The double-engine govern-
mentled by the BJP, at the Centre
and in the state, will take Maha-
rashtrato greater growth and de-
velopment ahead. It will ensure
speedy growth across sectors
andregions,” Sitharaman added.

Under layers of soil, 80 Sandstone plllars and a slice of Patna’s Mauryan-era past

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,DECEMBER 4

OVER THE last few days, a rec-
tangular patch of open ground
at the Mauryan archaeological
site of Kumhrar, a little over five
km from the Patna railway sta-
tion, has come alive with engi-
neers and workers drawing cir-
cles on the ground with white
powder. Under the green grass
top, the earth hides an ancient
architectural marvel - stumps
and pits where 80 sandstone pil-
lars once stood, holding up what
was possibly a Buddhist assem-
bly hall from the Mauryan era.
In  2004-2005, the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) had covered up the area
with soil after the rising water
table submerged the pillar
stumps. Now, 20 years later, the
ASI has decided to uncover the
pillars that are a key part of the
evidence linking Pataliputra, the
seat of the Mauryan empire, to
present-day Patna.

Historians believe that it was
here, in this open-air hall, with
its 80 pillars standing on a
wooden floor and holding up a
wooden ceiling, that Emperor
Ashoka, who ruled between 268
and 280 BCE, called a decisive
meeting of the third Buddhist
Council to unify the faction-rid-
den Buddhist sangha.

On the reopening of the his-
torical site that's considered to
be among the oldest structures
in India, ASI's Patna Circle
Superintending Archaeologist
Sujit Nayan, who has been lead-
ing the operation, said, “We plan
to first open six-seven pillars
over the next three months, dur-
ing which time we will study the
impact of humidity on the pil-
lars and keep a tab on the water
table with help from the Central
Ground Water Board for a year.
Once we get a favourable report
on this, an expert committee
will sit down to take a final call
on reopening all 80 pillars.”

Bijoy Kumar Chaudhary, his-
torian and former director of the

One of the pillars, excavated in 1912-15, is on display at the
site in Kumbhrar, Patna. Ranjan Rahi

Patna-based K P Jayaswal
Research Institute that played a
key role in excavating the pillars
in the 1960s, said, "Though his-
torians have not been conclusive
about the exact time of con-
struction of the 80-pillar hall, it
surely belongs to the Mauryan
period (321-185 BCE). King

Ashokais said to have called the
third Buddhist Council here. Its
reopening will surely evoke in-
terest around the world and fur-
ther establish and affirm the im-
portance of Pataliputra as the
seat of power of the great
Mauryan empire."

The pillared hall, 39 metres
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Pushto
rediscover
@ history

EXPLAINED

THE PILLARED hall, with
its 80-odd pillars, each
separated by 15 feet, is
considered to be among
the oldest structures in
India and a key part of
the evidence linking the
Mauryan capital of
Pataliputra to present-
day Patna. The unveiling
of the pillars after 20
years is part of the larger
push to develop Bihar's
historical sites such as
Telhara and Ghoda
Katora in Nalanda, be-
sides plans to revive the
ancient Vikramshila uni-
versity at Bhagalpur.

by 32 metres, said ASI's Nayan,
was accessed by boat through a
canal. "Several historians con-

clude that the sandstone for the
pillars and wooden logs were
carried via the Sone-Ganga
route for construction of the
hall. Brick was still not used and
the hall had a wooden roof and
floor.”

The ASI had excavated the
80-pillar assembly hall in two
phases. The first excavation, in
1912-15, was done by American
archeologist David Brainard
Spooner, who found one pillar,
a number of stone fragments
and 80 pits, which, he con-
cluded, were spots where the
other pillars stood.

The second excavation, in
1955-61, was by the KP Jayaswal
Research Institute in Patna,
found four more pillars.

The biggest of these pillars,
4.6 metres long, was excavated
during the first excavation by
Spooner. The pillar has been
kept for display near the site,
along with broken fragments of
other pillars. ASI sources say a
few of the fragments disap-
peared over the years, possibly

taken away by locals. ASI's
Nayan says the pillars, separated
from each other by about 15 feet,
seemed to have been of varying
size, possibly because they were
damaged by fire during the
Indo-Greek invasion by the
army of King Demetrius in 2nd
Century BCE.

Many historians, however,
believe that it was a later-day
fire, during the Huna invasion in
the late 5th or early 6th century;,
that burnt the hall.

"The excavation in 1912-
1915 found evidence of thick
layers of ash at the site," said an
archaeological expert.

In 2004-2005, given the ris-
ing water levels that partly sub-
merged the pillars, an ASI expert
committee decided to cover the
pillar stumps with soil as part of
what Nayan calls is “a standard
archaeological principle of 'if
you cannot conserve it, preserve
it'.”

An unfortunate incident in
early 2000 - when a boy
drowned at the submerged site

- hastened the process to cover
itup.

On what prompted the re-
opening of the site after two
decades, Nayan said, "Since the
water table at Patna has receded
considerably in the last two
decades, and given that there
has been a lot of interest about
the Mauryan-era site, we de-
cided toreopenit.”

The Kumhrar site draws
about 500-700 visitors every
day. He added that while all ef-
forts will be made to expose the
pillars for the benefit of history
lovers, researchers and tourists,
the ASI “will go by our rulebook
and not get carried away with
the buzz” surrounding the re-
opening of the assembly hall.
The buzz is beginning to pick up.
Praveen Mishra, a teacher who
is visiting the Kumbhrar site on a
Tuesday morning, says, “I heard
the ASl is reopening the 80-pil-
lar hall. It's exciting and will turn
this into a bigger tourist attrac-
tion. We are proud to belong to
Pataliputra.”
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Abandoning all duties, come to Me alone for shelter.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

FADNAVIS, CM

Maharashtra and Mumbai are a destination for aspirations --
local, regional and national. He has his task cut out

FTER WHAT SEEMED to be a prolonged period of suspense, following a sweep-
ing BJP victory in Maharashtra, Devendra Fadnavis is set to take oath as chief
minister in Mumbai's Azad Maidan. It is a moment of personal vindication
for Fadnavis, whose ascent in the party has been meteoric, but has also sparked
inner-party friction. From becoming Nagpur's youngest mayor at 27 in 1997 to a first-time
legislator in the Maharashtra assembly in 1999, to chief minister of the state in 2014, it has
been a story of rise and rise — with twists in the tale. As in 2022, when he became a reluc-
tant deputy to Chief Minister Eknath Shinde in the government formed after the Uddhav
Thackeray government collapsed and the Shiv Sena broke into two. In fact, Fadnavis is also
given much of the credit, or discredit, for engineering the splits in the Sena and then in the
NCP, the “tod phod (destruction)” of parties that has rearranged beyond recognition the
Maharashtra political landscape. As he is sworn in as Chief Minister for the third time, the
BJPis clearly in charge and its Mahayuti allies come in a distant second. There are challenges
ahead for the new government, but for now, ally trouble doesn't seem to be one of them.
Maharashtra's new government will, however, have to face up to other challenging re-
alities. Once the frontrunner in the country in terms of per capita income, GDP growth and
contribution to the India story, Maharashtra has slid and slowed down. The slackening has
sharpened the palpable agricultural distress in backward areas like Vidarbha in a state of
striking regional inequalities. It shows up in the high unemployment figures in both ur-
ban and rural areas, a widening fiscal deficit, lower capex and rising revenue spending.
Maharashtra's downturnis framed, also, in the anxieties stoked by the migration of some
high-profile industrial projects to neighbouring Gujarat. In this backdrop, the new gov-
ernment will have to tread a tightrope carefully, be it on the issue of Maratha reserva-
tion, or the state's welfare schemes. For instance, the Ladki Bahin Yojana, a cash transfer
of Rs 1500 per month to women between 21 to 65 years of age, whose annual family in-
comeisless than Rs 2.5 lakh, is said to have powered the Mahayuti government's thump-
ing win, and among its many poll promises, an increase of the scheme amount toRs 2100
figured prominently. The onus will be on the Fadnavis government to balance and align
its social welfare goals with fiscal prudence and responsibility in a strained economy.
The winning BJP campaign in Maharashtra featured polarising slogans - “ek hain toh
safe hain”, said Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and Fadnavis was seen to stir the commu-
nal pot enthusiastically. As the head of a government with alarge mandate and as aleader
who knows better, he must now send a message that he will reach out and include, not just
those who voted for the Mahayuti, but also those who did not. The onus of sobriety and
large-heartedness is also on him. Maharashtra and Mumbai are a destination for aspira-
tions — local, regional and national. From affirming identity to nurturing enterprise, agri-
culture to industry, physical infrastructure to social well-being, he has his task cut out.

UNPARDONABLE PARDON

Joe Biden's exoneration of his son undermines rule of law,
lends credence to charges of liberal hypocrisy

PRESIDENTIAL PARDON in the US — and across democracies — is an oppor-

tunity to occupy the moral high ground. Joe Biden’s “complete and uncondi-

tional” pardon to his son, Hunter, doesn’t merely represent a retreat and ab-

dication. It also reeks of a hypocrisy that undermines the Democratic Party,and
lends weight to the criticisms that, for all their righteous rhetoric, its leaders are in it only for
themselves. As recently as June, Biden had said that “I abide by the jury decision...[will not
pardon him [Hunter|”. The White House repeated Biden's claim several times this year. The
arguments in defence of outgoing president Biden's actions — that the conviction was part
of a“witch hunt” and that sans the pardon, Hunter would be persecuted by a Donald Trump-
led White House and Justice Department — merely echo the grouse of the Republicans over
the last four years. That other US presidents have also questionably used the pardon is
whataboutery. Given how Washington champions a “rules-based order” worldwide, and
chides other countries on this count, the pardon seems all the more unpardonable.

Hunter Biden has been convicted of lying about his drug use while purchasing a firearm,
and tax evasion. His actions and conviction were indeed used by the Republicans during
the election campaign — just as the cases against Trump were a major part of Kamala Harris's
platform. Biden’s reasoning for the pardon echoes Trump’s response to the cases against
him: “Ialso believe raw politics has... led to a miscarriage of justice.” This is not merely a fa-
ther ensuring his son does not go to prison. That few Democrats have criticised his action is
telling. It speaks of a degradation of liberal politics which sees an action as deplorable only
when it is committed by an opponent. Finally, the argument that the pardon is constitu-
tional and legal distracts from the larger issue: A pardon thatis not given for ethical reasons
— for a free speech activist whistleblower or protestor — violates the justice principle.

In the aftermath of the US election — and the collapse of centrist and centre-left gov-
ernments in many countries — liberal politics faces a challenge and a question: Why are
voters who once supported such parties abandoning them? A part of the answer may well
lie in the widening chasm between the talk of equality of opportunity and the reality of se-
lective justice. In the US, Biden's decision and the lack of criticism from his own camp has
given voters no reason to change that view.

TATER TALES

Bengal’s love for the tuber is making itself felt in the potato
shortage in the east

N WEST BENGAL, the potato is in the eye of a storm — production shortage has

prompted the state to stop its export to neighbours Jharkhand and Odisha, causing

prices to shoot up in those states. Bengal, which produces about 90-100 lakh tonnes

of potatoes every year, also happens to be among its biggest consumers — Bengalis
consume about 60 lakh tonnes of potatoes annually.

Sharing might be caring, but Bengal’s love for the tuber may be at the root of its po-
tato protectionist stance. Like mustard oil and machher jhol, the two go back a long way.
It pops up in West Bengal’s street food like phuchka, in the alu posto that precedes the
Sunday mutton curry, incomplete in itself without the melt-in-the-mouth goodness of
the golden fried potato, or in winter, as an accompaniment to fluffy karaishutir kochuri.
As for the Kolkata biryani, with its boiled egg and potato, most Bengalis will pay a debt
of gratitude to Wajid Ali Shah: Exiled to Bengal, with his wealth fast depleting, the last
nawab of Awadh is credited with having fluffed up the biryani with an egg and potato
to replace the copious amounts of meat required for the delicacy. While this might not
be entirely historically accurate, it is not difficult to see why falling production might
set off a crisis in the state.

There is a darker subtext too, to Bengal’s connection with the potato. British enter-
prise had introduced the root vegetable in the state’s Hooghly belt in the late 18th cen-
tury. The plant’s hardiness meant that it would soon become widely cultivated and afford-
able. During the Bengal Famine of 1943, caused as much by Winston Churchill’s policy
failure as by drought, inflation and hoarding, it would be potato peels and rice gruel — food
wastes essentially — that would provide subsistence to many and spawn a culture of root-
to-stem economising that continues to this day.
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falling fertility rates is misplaced
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WORDLY WISE
A 10-POUND SACK OF POTATOES
LASTS A LONG TIME.
— OcraviA E BUTLER

panic on population

Mohan Bhagwat’s concern about consequences of

AMITABH KUNDU

DEMOGRAPHIC PARAMETERS HAVE tradi-
tionally been considered as stable — unlike so-
cioeconomic indicators, they change only in
the long run. The narrative of the demographic
dragon eating up all the benefits of develop-
ment due to uncontrolled fertility has, how-
ever, changed within a decade into concerns
that labour shortage could decelerate eco-
nomic growth. Regional imbalances in polit-
ical representation is another worry. But have
we adequately examined the socioeconomic
implications of the “success” inachieving be-
low replacement fertility rate before making
political exhortations for increasing fertility?

RSS sarsangchalak Mohan Bhagwat’s con-
cern about India’s falling fertility rate is mis-
placed. His advocacy of three or more children
per couple, to avoid the problems being faced
by developed economies — Japan, Korea,
China and several European countries — is
problematic, especially in a country like India
whose population threatens to cross the 1.6
billion mark by 2060. Such exhortations can
only lead toalarge increase in the population
of poor states like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
Jharkhand as it is difficult to raise fertility in
states like Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and
Punjab where the total fertility rate (TFR) has
come down toless than 1.9. People do not ad-
justreproductivity in response to political slo-
gans or to meet grand national missions.

Historically, countries have thrived with
stable and even declining populations by
meeting labour shortages in certain regions
and in critical sectors through migration and
targeted skill development. What one needs
todo, therefore, is to facilitate labour mobility
by simplifying the procedures for interstate
migration, creating better working and living
conditions for workers and improving their
skills. It would be important to review the le-
gal and administrative barriers created by the
states in recent years, particularly during the
Covid period, which reserved lower and mid-
dle-level jobs for local population.

Two years ago, Bhagwat had called for a
comprehensive population policy and ar-
gued that there should not be disparities in
population growth across communities. This
concern has largely been addressed by the
trend emerging from the National Family

A significant fertility decline
will not be witnessed in the
coming decades. Kerala's
TFR has increased
marginally whereas that of
other states is getting
stabilised around the
replacement level. Also, the
current TFRs are much
above the replacement level
in several states. Even in the
low fertility states, several
districts will have TFR above
replacement level, even as
late as in 2036. The regional
and subregional shortages of
labour can be addressed by
facilitating short and long-
term mobility.

and Health Survey. The data reveal that al-
though the fertility rate for Muslims is higher
than all other socio-religious groups, the rate
of its decline has been very fast. Studies sug-
gest that a policy of educational, social and
economic development would reduce the
TFR of Muslims, Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, resulting in their conver-
gence with the fertility rates of other com-
munities in the next two decades.

Bhagwat has also voiced concern about
the southern states losing political space at
the national level due to their declining share
in population — the delimitation process of
parliamentary constituencies and seat alloca-
tion is based on population. This apprehen-
sionis shared by several leaders in the South,
cutting across the ideological spectrum. They
have also expressed concern about their age-
ing population, although the dependency
rates of the elderly in these states are way be-
low the global average. In the last three
months, the chief ministers of Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana and Tamil Nadu have
voiced such concerns and urged people to
have more children. Yet another concern of
the southern states is the devolution of funds
by the Finance Commission wherein popula-
tionis accorded high weightage — the formula
puts the southern states at a disadvantage.
These are political-administrative problems
and states should propose alternate ways to
retain their political space within the federal
structure and demand assigning more weigh-
tage for efficiency of administration instead
of population by the Finance Commission —
going into a competitive mode to increase
population is no solution.

Would a sharp fall in fertility result in a
labour shortage? This is unlikely. A significant
fertility decline will not be witnessed in the
coming decades. Kerala's TFR has increased
marginally whereas that of other statesis get-
ting stabilised around the replacement level.
Also, the current TFRs are much above the re-
placement level in several states. Even in the
low fertility states, several districts will have
TFR above replacement level, even as late as
in 2036. The regional and subregional short-
ages of labour can be addressed by facilitat-
ing short and long-term mobility.

The work participation rate for women,
despite showing some improvement in re-
cent years, is much below the most develop-
ing economies. The demographic transition
would certainly open up opportunities for
women to develop skills and take their place
in the labour market. One must not forget that
alarge segment of India's workforce is in infor-
mal activities and stuck in the quagmire of
poverty,owing to their low productivity. With
areasonably high economic growth in mod-
ern manufacturing and tertiary activities, as
projected currently, there will be a shift of
workers away from the low productive and
household-based activities. The country has
a big reservoir of semi-employed and home-
based workers. The stress in the labour mar-
ket could catalyse the process of skill devel-
opment for them.

The other challenge is to create decent full
or part-time work for people in the age group
of 60 to 75 years. Presently their work partic-
ipationis higher than most developing coun-
tries and the world because household sur-
vival strategies force them to enter the labour
market. The imperative, instead, should be to
relieve them from the drudgery of work while
also providing decent employment. The coun-
try's healthcare system needs to improve and
building old age homes for the elderly single
and couple is long overdue.

Strategies to link the elderly with their
families are being considered a stronger op-
tion, given the Indian cultural context. The
government could consider giving the family
members a lump sum amount under the
Shram Yogi Maandhan Yojana, after the de-
mise of the member and spouse. The scheme
has not become popular as there is no bene-
fit for families at the demise of the members.

It seems that the panic button is being
pressed for reasons that are not socioeco-
nomic or related to demographic parameters.
Nonetheless, it isimportant thatacommittee
at the highest level is set up to analyse the
trends and patterns of demographic transi-
tionin different states and work on aroadmap
for the future.

The writer is Professor Emeritus at L]
University, Ahmedabad

BRAIN ROT IS THE ANSWER

For a generation grappling with the chaotic world it has inherited

SUKHMANI MALIK

IN 2016, KLAUS Schwab, executive chairper-
son of the World Economic Forum, an-
nounced the arrival of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution. Describing this explosion of ease
of access to information and the collapse of
the boundaries between the physical and dig-
ital, he said, “[it] will change not only what we
dobutalso whowe are.” That the possibilities
of thismoment are infinite is clear. People and
states alike are trying to find the best path-
ways to navigate this disruption. At the same
time, the global order as we know it has be-
gun unravelling. Outside the suited-booted
world of international forums, for the layper-
son, this unravelling looks cruel, unrelenting,
overwhelming. The war in Ukraine and the
assault on Gaza, have both been livestreamed,
as was the fatal grip of the pandemic and its
devastating impact on the economy and the
people that sustain it. How does one reckon
with this inheritance? What is the appropri-
ate response? Is there one?

There is afamous song by afamous singer
that often comes to mind these days. Finneas
in ‘The 90s’ sings, “I think about the '90s/ When
the future was a testament/ To something
beautiful and shiny, now/ We're only count-
ing down the time that’s left/ With everything
behind me”.

The Oxford University Press seems to agree
with Finneas. Its selection for Word of the Year
isalsoanod toageneration that has inherited
absurdity and chaos. Picked after wide public
discussion, the 2024 word is “brain rot” —asin

The anxiety of not wanting
to be caught off-guard, like
when Facebook and its ilk
took off in the bad old
Noughties, is palpable.
Everybody, from
governments to journalists
to citizens, seems to want to
take this culture apart and
understand exactly what’s
going on as it 1s going on —
and what it all means. Hence,
the many words of the year,
all announcing the arrival of
a moment we've been in

the middle of for a quarter of
a century.

what happens to the brain in the absence of
any inconvenience, in the age of absolute ac-
cess. (Think: Blinkit, Swiggy, 5G internet,
touch-screen phones that double up as movie
screens) Brain rot, as in what your brain does
whenits jobincreasingly seems to be to just sit
back and watch the computers take over.
(Think: Al overviews, chatbots that can sim-
plify complex texts, “smart” watches, TVs,
fridges, homes). Brain rot, as in something that
can help the brain revel in its rotting (Think:
Reality TV, doom-scrolling, meta humour).

“Brain rot” is another in a long, disjointed
list of words/phrases/memes that spell out a
pattern, if one pieces them together. The Chill
Guy/Girl, the “this is fine” meme (while sitting
inside a house on fire) and bed rot, all com-
municate surreal disengagement. The general
sentiment seems to be: “Yeah, we know it’s
all gone for a toss. What about it?” GenZ's so-
lution to the current moment of churn is not
tolook away. It is instead, to look, engage and
yet remind each other: Don't take yourself so
seriously. Tied together with humour and
heavy, sometimes concerning, levels of irony,
brain rot is how this generation reckons with
its absurd inheritance.

Casper Grathwohl, president of Oxford
Languages, says about this year’s selection: “It
demonstrates a somewhat cheeky self-aware-
ness in the younger generations about the
harmful impact of social media that they've
inherited.” Itis, in essence, like most GenZ hu-
mour, an “in joke”. The punchline is: “We’re

all gonnadie”.

“Brain rot” makes up part of another digi-
tal puzzle — this year, like previous ones, saw
many dictionaries and platforms pick words
that are attempting to capture the swell of
technological changes we are living through.
The runners-up for Oxford were “lore”, “de-
mure”, “romantasy” which are all either born
out of the internet age or have regained promi-
nence and new meaning thanks toit. The anx-
iety of not wanting to be caught off-guard, like
when Facebook and its ilk took off in the bad
old Noughties, is palpable. Everybody, from
governments to journalists to citizens, seems
to want to take this culture apart and under-
stand exactly what's going on asit is going on
— and what it all means. Hence, the many
words of the year, all announcing the arrival
of amoment we've been in the middle of for
a quarter of a century.

The absurdists have it, folks. We are all hur-
tling towards an unknowable, probably un-
pleasant, oblivion. Choking on the air we are
trying to breathe, alarm bell after alarm bell
about the dangers of the (mis/dis)information
age, and the cruelties we witness while it all
goes on — there is a sour taste in the mouth,
and not much hope to work with.. But while
the world blindly panics, one generation’s
strategy seems to be, “this is fine”. As long as
we are laughing — and engaging — “this is go-
ing to be fine”. There may be alesson in that.

sukhmani.malik@expressindia.com
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BHorAL TOLL

AN OVERPOWERING SMELL of death en-
veloped parts of Bhopal, as the death toll in
the December 3 gas leakage tragedy was
feared to have crossed the 1,100 mark. Half of
those choked to death by gas fromalocal pes-
ticide manufacturing plant of Union Carbide
were children. The Prime Minister, Rajiv
Gandhi, interrupted his electioneering sched-
ule and flew to Bhopal to take stock.

EXPERTS IN BHOPAL

THE CENTRE HAS sent two teams of experts,
including environmentalists, to Bhopal to as-

epaper.tndianexpress.mm.. .

sist the state authorities in the investigation
of the causes of gas leakage from the Union
Carbide’s pesticide plant. The Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilisers have deputed its
chemical industry advisor, plant protection
advisor, and an official of the directorate gen-
eral of technical development to help the lo-
cal officials in dealing with the leakage.

VIOLATIONS IN BHOPAL

THE UNION CARBIDE pesticide factory in
Bhopal violated the environmental guide-
lines for the sitting of such a hazardous in-
dustry. In the guidelines issued in July, the
department of environment says that at the

time of the sitting of a hazardous industry, if
any major settlement’s notified limit is
within 50 kms, the spatial direction of the
settlement must be assessed for at least a
decade. The industry should also be sited at
least 25 km from the projected growth
boundary of the settlement.

EXTREMISTS’ TRIAL

OVER 400 EXTREMISTS were arrested by se-
curity forces during the army action in Punjab,
on charges of waging a war against the gov-
ernment and sedition. They will be tried by a
Special Court outside Punjab. The trial is ex-
pected to begin mid-December.
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Bangladesh is unlike Pakistan

Stray incidents notwithstanding, its history, constitution and people are
a shield against radicalism and extremism

THE RECENT CONTROVERSY involving the
Bangladesh chapter of the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)
has underlined the country’s challenges in
maintaining its legacy of tolerance in the af-
termath of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
ouster who has been provided shelter in
India. Misrepresentation by some media out-
lets of the arrest of ISKCON leader Chinmoy
Krishna Das Brahmachari and the tragic death
of Advocate Saiful Islam Alif on November 26
has fueled debates about communal har-
mony in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh is the world’s eighth-most
populous country and 35th-largest economy.
It is the second-largest exporter of ready-
made garments (RMG) and home to BRAC,
the world’s largest NGO, and Grameen Bank,
founded by Nobel Laureate Prof. Muhammad
Yunus, a pioneer of microcredit finance and
head of the interim caretaker government.
Following Hasina’s departure, concerns have
emerged in certain quarters over the resur-
gence of Islamist political parties and whether
Bangladesh could shift toward theocracy in
anation where over 90 per cent of the popu-
lation is Muslim. There have also been some
comparisons with Pakistan and Afghanistan.

The story of Bangladesh’s independence
is rooted in a struggle against communal
identity imposed by the then-Pakistani rulers.
Unlike Pakistan, where religious ideologies
are central in shaping governance structures,
Bangladesh’s identity is anchored in Bengali
nationalism. During the liberation war of
1971, Bangladeshis emphasised linguistic and
cultural distinctiveness rather than religious
uniformity.

The call for autonomy, often symbolised
by the term “Bangladeshi” since the early
1960s, reflects this desire for a unique national
identity. This historic resistance reinforces
Bangladesh'’s foundation built on cultural plu-
rality and assertion of a distinct Bengali iden-
tity, which continues to shape its political and
social landscape even today.

The recent unrest centres on a public
demonstration held by ISKCON members,
during which a saffron flag — often associated
with Hindu nationalism — was hoisted above
the national flag of Bangladesh at a rally in
Chittagong on October 25. This act was widely
condemned as a violation of national sover-
eignty and an affront to the country’s secular
identity, leading to the Brahmachari’s arrest.

The situation escalated when ISKCON’s
supporters, reportedly enraged by the court’s
decision to deny bail to Brahmachari, sur-
rounded a prison van and began protesting.
These protests quickly turned violent, with
demonstrators allegedly vandalising vehicles,
throwing brickbats, and causing damage to
public property, including windows at the
court mosque complex.

During the clashes, Advocate Saiful
Islam Alif, a member of the Chittagong Bar
Association, died and his body was dese-
crated, which further inflamed public sen-
timent.

While communal tensions can arise in
Bangladesh, like in other parts of South Asia,
international media often misrepresent these
incidents, overlooking Bangladesh’s com-
mendable, if not perfect, track record in up-

holding and promoting tolerance. Reports ex-
aggerating the situation, such as claims of sys-
tematic suppression of Hindu organisations,
ignore the local context and Bangladesh’s
unique socio-cultural identity.

Bangladesh’s constitution uniquely bal-
ances secular principles with Islam as the
state religion. The Supreme Court’s 2016
judgment reinforced that Islam’s recognition
does not contradict the state’s secular obliga-
tions and that all religious communities must
enjoy equal protection and rights under the
law. The social fabric reflects this balance, vis-
ible in the shared courtyards
between mosques and temples in regions
like Lalmonirhat.

Bangladeshis are known for their moder-
ate, devout faith and progressive outlook.
Influenced by Sufi traditions, the country’s
religious landscape promotes spiritualism
and peaceful coexistence, contrasting with
hardline interpretations in some neighbour-
ing regions. The state’s emphasis onreligious
neutrality ensures respect for religion with-
out it dictating public life, in sharp contrast
with the theocratic shift in countries like
Afghanistan. Even during the political turmoil
following Sheikh Hasina’s ouster, community
leaders and students have united to protect
the religious sites of the minorities.

Despite the emergence of radicalism in
many parts of the world, these sentiments re-
main on the fringe and have not received
widespread support in secular Bangladesh.
Counterterrorism efforts have dismantled
networks like Jama’atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) and Harkat-ul-Jihad-al
Islami Bangladesh (HuJI-B), preventing the
rise of a unified Islamist front.

This resilience stems partly from
Bangladesh’s experience with extremist vio-
lence, such as the 2016 Holey Artisan Bakery
attack. The state’s firm response, combined
with the community’s rejection of extremist
ideologies has ensured that such an incident
has not occurred since.

The interim government’s emphasis has
also been on maintaining order and safe-
guarding minority communities. Both
Professor Yunus and Army Chief General

‘While communal tensions
can arise in Bangladesh, like
in other parts of South Asia,
international media often
misrepresent these incidents,
overlooking Bangladesh’s
commendable, if not perfect,
track record in upholding
and promoting tolerance.
Reports exaggerating the
situation, such as claims of
systematic suppression of
Hindu organisations, ignore
the local context and
Bangladesh’s unique socio-
cultural identity.

CR Sasikumar

Waker-Uz-Zaman visited several temples and
shrines ahead of Durga Puja. Except for a few
isolated incidents in a country of nearly 180
million, attacks on minorities, including
Hindus, have been limited and largely neu-
tralised. Hence, structural conditions and
public sentiment in Bangladesh do not favour
a Taliban-style takeover or Pakistani-style
quasi-military rule under the cloak of so-
called democracy.

In addition, the country’s vigorous en-
gagement in international peacekeeping mis-
sions highlights its commitment to stability
beyond its borders. While Afghanistan’s gov-
ernance has often been marked by shifts be-
tween authoritarianism and radicalism,
Bangladesh’s trajectory has been one of bal-
ancing democratic aspirations with a firm
stance against militancy.

If religion alone could shape a state’s tra-
jectory, Bangladesh would not have parted
ways with Pakistan. Instead, people’s free-
spirited nature and a rich tradition of cultural
celebration have created a space where be-
ing devout doesn’t conflict with being open-
minded and progressive. Bangladeshis have
trod this path with blood and sweat since
February 21, 1952, when martyrs gave their
lives to resist Urdu being imposed as the na-
tional language by Muhammad Ali Jinnah un-
tilBangladeshis liberated the countryin 1971.
Today, February 21 is universally observed as
International Mother Language Day.

As the interim government steers the
country towards elections, the challenges it
faces are real, but the strengths it possesses
are equally significant. While vigilance is nec-
essary, the core values that have shaped
Bangladesh’s independence remainits great-
est asset in navigating these uncertain times
with cautious optimism. There is no need for
anybody, regionally or globally, to be overly
concerned as history shows, despite setbacks
and challenges, Bangladeshis know how to
shape their destiny.

The writer is Senior Director of the
international think tank IPAG India, which
also has a presence in Dhaka, Melbourne,
Dubai and Vienna

The Modi-Jaishankar doctrine

Its challenge: It must reflect India’s values as much as its interests

SARJAN SHAH

IT HAS NOW been a decade of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s dispensation in
New Delhi, and during this time almost no
observers of international politics can have
failed to notice a gradual, though accelerat-
ing shift in not only India’s international
stature, but also inits posture. In foreign pol-
icy analysis, one must consider both whata
nation does and what its diplomats say. It is
always the great powers of the time that de-
fine the frameworks and narratives within
which all actions and decisions end up being
seen. Sometimes great powers explicitly
publish their doctrines: The United States
had a Monroe Doctrine in the 19th century;,
and a Wilson Doctrine during and after
World War I. In many ways, Henry Kissinger
and Ronald Reagan each brought their own
doctrines to US foreign policy. On the other
hand, we canrecall Soviet Union’s Brezhnev
Doctrine at the height of the Cold War, and
our own “non-alignment” doctrine of the
Nehruvian era.

India’s non-alignment was the product,
post-Independence, of both our capacities
asanation, and our ideological idealism. We
were an impoverished nation with little abil-
ity to actively pursue outcomes in geopolit-
ical terms, and didn’t have the sort of ideolog-
ical clarity during the Cold War to commit to
an alliance system. The result, labelled non-
alignment, was designed more than any-

thing else to minimise adverse effects of
geopolitical events on our ability to go
through the painstaking process of domestic
socio-economic and political development.
We wanted to keep out of trouble rather than
achieve anything in particular.
Non-alignment has in many ways re-
mained an implicit feature of Indian foreign
policy even in the decades since the end of
the Cold War. However, with our legacy of
security cooperation with the Soviet Union
being transferred to the new Russian
Federation, while our diaspora and economic
linkages with the West continued to
strengthen, the logic of India’s relationships
on two ends of the geopolitical spectrum has
continued to be questioned. Never more so
than since the invasion of Ukraine in 2022.
While many have seen more continuity
than change in this stance under PM Modi,
some of India’s recent geopolitical engage-
ments have displayed perhaps the creation
of a new “Jaishankar-Modi Doctrine”. To
quote our external affairs minister, “A multi-
polar world requires a multi-vector strategy

"«

and multi-alignment by India ...”, “non-
alignment’”is being replaced by “multi-
alignment”. Especially during his most re-
cent visit to the US, Jaishankar seemed to
explicitly lay out a new vision for our en-
gagement with the world. When pressed

during a long format interaction on how

India could hope to be all things to all peo-
ple, Jaishankar quipped that we intended to
be ourselves to all people. What he meant
was, we don’t merely have interests, we also
have values, and both will matter in how we
deal with countries and situations.
Perhaps the key distinction between
non-alignment then and multi-alignment
now is not about whether India is ab-
solutely closer to or less close to any partic-
ular nation or group of nations, but instead
about how India now interacts with all na-
tions. As opposed to wanting to keep our
heads down, hoping that no geopolitical
event batters us, India now actively formu-
lates a forward-looking view on global en-
gagement, and pursues outcomes in the na-
tional interest. It is signalling a new
intensity of effort and the availability of ca-
pacity to be leveraged to generate such out-
comes. It is saying, we are here to play.
Take, for example, the case of the India-
Russia-Iran-Israel-United States-Canada
equation. India has in the last few years si-
multaneously taken an anti-war stance in
general, while condemning outright nei-
ther Russia nor Israel; it has bought Russian
crude at beneficial prices while also acquir-
ing advanced US defence equipment; it has
been accused of an assassination pro-
gramme in both Canada and and the US and
deals with each entirely differently; it has

continued discussions on an Indian port in
Iran, while supporting Israel’s right to re-
spond in Gaza. Somehow, India is in a suffi-
ciently favourable geopolitical position in
terms of today’s calculus, that all sides seem
to tacitly be accepting the practical expres-
sion of India’s approach.

The key test here is whether India is us-
ing its newfound elbow room to pursue
naked interest, or whether there is what the
doctrine says there should be — a moral
stance as well as a rational one. When
pressed, can Indian diplomats and other
spokespersons present a narrative that re-
flects India’s values as much as it reflects
India’s interests?

This test might end up being applied
when push comes to shove, and the emer-
gent multi-polarity collapses into a new form
of bi-polarity, or a Cold War 2.0. Given that
the Jaishankar-Modi Doctrine seems to al-
low for deep partnerships with nations along
either common interests, or common values,
or both, yet seems to eschew explicit al-
liances, there may come a time when India’s
hand is forced. The current approach may
serve India well if Jaishankar’s key assump-
tion of a multi-polar future proves correct. If
not, then we have to remember that one can-
not have one’s cake and eat it too.

Shah lives and works in Mumbai
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The rising need for social carein an ageing population is Widely recognised to be

among the UK’s biggest public policy challenges. But that hasn’t stopped repeated

delays to policies to address it.”

—THE GUARDIAN

The shadow
of division

Cutting off certain parts of our past

canonly dilute and diminish
the national ethos

SALMAN KHURSHID

TWO INTERESTING, PERHAPS challenging,
versions of our constitutional understand-
ing have been expressed by ] Sai Deepak
(‘Constitution is not at ease with civilisa-
tion’, IE, November 29) and Faizan Mustafa
(‘It looks forward, rooted in civilisation’, IE,
November 29). Without doing injustice to
the writers, both accomplished legal ana-
lysts, it would be useful to summarise their
thoughts.

J Sai Deepak believes “replacing civili-
sational consciousness with...constitu-
tionalism is bound to denude society
of...collective memory and a sense of his-
tory”. He writes, “Simply put, inindepend-
ent India, colonial condescension went on
to don the cloak of constitutional morality
whose purpose has been to reform the na-
tive identity out of its existence with the
aid of allegedly immutable preambular val-
ues such as secularism.”

Faizan Mustafa believes the Constitution
looks forward and is rooted in civilisation,
and that the Constituent Assembly debates
reflected the framers’ deep knowledge of
India’s civilisation. He writes, “We are in-
deed proud of our glorious civilisation that
gave birth to the idea of India that under-
lines protection to, and preservation of di-
versity, tolerance and acceptance.”

Curiously, both authors can claim to be
expressing points of view commonly held
by people who see them as nuanced shifts
of emphasis, sometimes for analytical rea-
sons and at others to score an ideological
emphasis. What is often lost sight of is the
fact that our past, as in every comparable
civilisation, cannot be described as uni-
formly applaudable, and our recent past,
relatively short compared to the thousands
of years of ancient Indian civilisation, can-
not be treated as requiring to be ignored in
this discussion as irrelevant except when
it poses a challenge to a preferred world
view. To be frank, every time we speak of
our civilisational heritage, we refer to
“Indian” in terms of Hindu or Vedic pre-
cepts. Periodically, some commentators
strive to make a point about the features of
the Constitution being unnecessarily bor-
rowed from the West when our ancient
systems provided both democracy and the
rights associated with it. In the streets of
the country, one hears aspirations for a
Hindu Rashtra but the attributes and char-
acter of such a state are not ever articulated.

Must we accept freedom of conscience
and equality under Articles 15 and 16 to be
subservient to a way of life with starkly dif-
ferent parameters? Simply complaining
about colonial experience seems senseless
75 years after Independence and decades
of robust democratic functioning. The
problem can only be for people who see
the Muslim period of history as an aberra-

tion, rejecting Partition for its lack of a com-
prehensive solution of the Two Nation the-
sis. But for those on the other side of the in-
tellectual and philosophical aisle, it is time
to call the modern political spade by its
name, instead of resorting to the euphe-
mism of good intentions.

Itis time, then, for patriots to raise their
voice in unison to proclaim that India’s
glory is as much in its ancient past as in
medieval civilisational integration. For
that matter, rejection of colonial imposi-
tions on our cultural heritage need not be
limited to proponents of ancient Indian
civilisation, but must include Muslim
civilisation that fought the bloodiest bat-
tle against it in 1857. India’s civilisation is
equally enriched by Emperor Ashoka and
Emperor Akbar. Each generation can de-
cide how much of the past needs celebra-
tion and reaffirmation; it would be a mat-
ter of collective choice. But red lines to cut
off certain parts of our past, arbitrarily
drawn and encouraged and supported by
political powers of the day, can only dilute
and diminish the glory of the idea of India
we cherish.

Further, these red lines cannot be al-
lowed to be drawn in a manner to excavate
the past and redesign the present to oblit-
erate centuries of composite culture. There
is no such entitlement to the popularly
elected government, and certainly not for
people who take the law into their own
hands. The Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act sought to provide a
guardrail at the stroke of the midnight hour
on August 15, 1947 — the moment when
India stepped into freedom. It was a deeply
inspirational act of nation-building on be-
half of the new generation of free Indians.
If ever there was a departure from the
shackles of colonialism, it was that.

Sadly, we lost the moment and mo-
mentum in submitting ourselves to the ex-
ercise of establishing afresh the status of
contested sites at the time of Indepen-
dence, undermining the far-sightedness
and fairness that informed that pragmatic
act. Once again, it is no longer a matter of
exhuming the past but allowing it to casta
shadow on our march towards becoming a
modern, liberal, collaborative nation.
Rejecting the Constitution, even in ques-
tioning its intent and capacity to deliver jus-
tice, social, economic and political to all, we
are undermining a valuable asset of nation-
hood. With great effort and fortitude, we
overcame the Partition of our land in 1947
because we did not let our soul be divided.
Power, not principle, caused the great di-
vide. Pursuit of power is once again threat-
ening to impose a divide within. It is our
Constitution and not self-serving or self-
conscious arguments that will prevent that.
The final word in the Constitution’s
Preamble is the promotion of fraternity, as-
suring the dignity of the individual and
unity of the nation. That is an obligation of
the citizen, unlike the delivery of justice
which is upon the state. Let us look within
and ask ourselves, “Have we done that?”

The writer is a senior Congress leader and
former Union Minister for External Affairs

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A WAKE-UP CALL

THIS REFERS to the editorial ‘Punishing
the party’ (IE, December 4). The Akal
Takht's recent rebuke of Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) leaders, including
Sukhbir Singh Badal, raises critical ques-
tions about the intersection of religion
and politics in Punjab. Once a dominant
political force, SAD now faces allega-
tions of corruption and failure to uphold
Sikh principles. The Akal Takht’s repri-
mand could push SAD towards intro-
spection, but it also raises concerns
about the blurring of lines between re-
ligion and politics. The Akal Takht
should remain focused on guiding the
community spiritually, and political
parties should commit to ethical and ef-
fective governance. This episode should
serve as a wake-up call for SAD and
other entities to realign their actions
with the values they claim to represent.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

NEED FOR CAUTION

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘High and
low’(IE, December4). CBSE’s proposal to
introduce a two-tier study for the sci-
ences and social sciences will cater todi-
verse learning capabilities and will facil-
itate inclusive education. It will also allow
students to focus on their areas of inter-
est and potential career paths. At the
same time, there is a fear of early special-
isation, limiting exposure to interdisci-
plinary learning, a cornerstone of holis-
tic education. Moreover, segregation
based on academic performance might
create labels, detrimental to one's self-

esteem and peer dynamics. It will be pru-
dent to implement the proposal as a pi-
lot project in select schools to evaluate
its impact and challenges before going
forward with a comprehensive roll out.

Vijai Pant, Hempur.

TIMELY RATE CUT

THIS REFERS to the article, ‘Along over-
due cut’ (IE, December 4). India’s econ-
omy grew atameasly 5.4 per centin the
July-September quarter. Economists ex-
pect a stronger growth in the second
half given government spending and
rising rural consumption. High borrow-
ing costs are hurting the economy. This
weak growth will make it difficult for
India to cash in on its demographic div-
idend. The unexpected slump raises the
possibility of a rate cut at the Central
Bank’s December meeting.

Sankar Paul, Nadia

DEMYSTIFYING Al

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Al challenge
inclassroom’ (IE, December4). The aim
of integrating Al should be to enhance
and improve human interaction and
decision-making. Itis also important to
emphasise its responsible and equitable
application in education. Educational
institutions should educate students
about the potential benefits of Al and
mitigating its risks. They should provide
guidance by establishing clear guide-
lines for the safe and responsible usage
of Al and focus on student privacy and
Al's ethical usage.

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh
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In virtual address, Hasina
attacks Yunus for current
situation in Bangladesh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

IN HER first public address after
fleeing Bangladesh four months
back, ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina has mounted a
stinging attack on the country's
interim leader Muhammad
Yunus, accusing him of perpetrat-
ing "genocide" and failing to pro-
tect minorities including Hindus.

In the remarks delivered vir-
tually to her supporters at an
event in New York, Hasina,
presently living in India, also
claimed that there were plans to
kill her and her sister Sheikh
Rehana just like their father
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was as-
sassinated in 1975.

Describing Yunus as "power-
hungry”, Hasina alleged that the
places of worship in Bangladesh
are under attack and the current
dispensation has totally failed to
deal with the situation.

Hasina was speaking to sup-
porters of her Awami League
party at the event organised on
Sunday to mark "Bijoy Dibos" or
Victory Day that falls on
December 16.

Though Hasina made several
statements in the last few

This was Hasina’s first public
address since she fled
Bangladesh 4 months ago. File

months, it was her first public ad-
dress after taking shelter, said an
expert closely tracking develop-
ments in Bangladesh.

"The armed protestors were
directed towards Ganabhaban
(official residence of the prime
minister). If the security guards
opened fire, many lives would
have been lost. It was a matter of
25-30 minutes, and I was forced
to leave. I told them not to fire no
matter what happened,” she said,
speaking in Bengali.

"Today, I am being accused of
genocide. In reality, Yunus has
been involved in genocide in a
meticulously designed manner.

The masterminds,? the student
coordinators and Yunus,? are be-
hind this genocide,” she said.

In her nearly hour-long ad-
dress, Hasina said the current dis-
pensation in Dhaka failed to pro-
tect the minorities.

"Hindus, Buddhists, Christians
--noone hasbeen spared. Eleven
churches have been razed, tem-
ples and Buddhist shrines have
been broken. When the Hindus
protested, the Iskcon leader was
arrested,” she said in an oblique
reference to arrest of Hindu monk
Chinmoy Krishna Das.

"What is this persecution of
minorities for? Why are they be-
ing ruthlessly persecuted and at-
tacked,” she asked.

"People no longer have the
right to justice...I never even got
the time to resign," she said.

Hasina said she left
Bangladesh in August with an
aim to stop the violence.
However, the situation has dete-
riorated further, she said.

"When people were dyingin-
discriminately, I decided I should
leave," she said.

The Awami League leader has
been stayingin India since she left
Bangladesh following massive
anti-government protests in July
and August.

‘ED putting cart before horse’: HC bail to
3 PFI leaders in money laundering case

SOHINIGHOSH
DELHI,DECEMBER 4

THE DELHI High Court on
Wednesday granted bail to
three Popular Front of India (PFI)
leaders who participated in
anti-CAA protests in Delhi and
are facing charges of money
laundering in an offence lodged
by the ED in September 2022
following an NIA complaint in
April 2022.

The three accused — Parvez
Ahmed, president of the Delhi
state unit of PFI from 2018-2020,

Abdul Mugeet, who was the of-
fice secretary of the unit since
2017, and Mohd Ilyas, who was
its general secretary since
November, 2018 — were al-
legedly part of a criminal con-
spiracy wherein the PFI's office
bearers brought in suspicious
funds from within the country
and abroad. The ED alleged that
more than Rs 60 crore was de-
posited in the PFI's bank ac-
counts since 2009 and Rs 32.03
crore was deposited in cash.
Justice Jasmeet Singh
recorded in the order, “On perus-
ing the Complaint, there is no ev-

idence to show that any sched-
uled offence has been commit-
ted, itis stated that the petition-
ers participated in the anti-CAA
protests in Delhi which culmi-
nated in Delhi Riots... The pro-
ceeds of crime has to be gener-
ated as a result of criminal
activity (scheduled offence). The
collection of funds in an illegal
way to commit a scheduled of-
fence in future is not an offence
of money laundering under
PMLA. The funds collected are
not proceeds of crime... The case
set up by the ED is putting the
cart before the horse.”

FROM PAGE ONE

5 years, 11 hospital fires, 107 deaths, zero lessons and little action

The findings:

BAIL IS THE NORM

Barring the fire in Delhi, which
took place this year, the accused
in all other cases have been
granted bail. The FIRs were regis-
tered under sections such as 304
(culpable homicide not amount-
ing to murder), 304A (causing
death by negligence), 336 (acts
thatendanger the personal safety
or life of others), 337 (causing hurt
toanother person by acting rashly
or negligently), and 34 (common
intention), among others.

M Atleastsevenofthe 11 court
cases are still underway - indicat-
ing how long the judicial process
can stretch. Moreover, in seven of
the 11 cases, the owner or doctors
against whom the cases were filed
have either started practising else-
where or working as part of hos-
pital management.

B In one of the cases,
Ahmednagar Civil Hospital, theac-
cused is a government employee,
and prosecution sanction sought
from the government health de-
partment in 2022 is still pending.
In another case, RC Hazra
Memorial Hospital in Dhanbad, the
doctors who owned the hospital
alsodied in the fire.No criminal ac-
tionwasinitiated in the case of the
Bhandara district hospital fire.

B Two of the 11 hospitals —
both government-run medical in-
stitutions in Maharashtra — re-
main functional. Whenitcomesto
Gujarat’s Patel Welfare Hospital,
the fire took place in a new tem-
porary structure set up during
Covid-19. The hospital continues
to run from its old building.
Similarly, in Gujarat’s Uday
Shivanand Hospital, an eye hospi-
tal continues to be run from the
ground floor of the structure,
where the fire took place in a
Covid-19 centre being run on the
first and second floor. When it
comes toRamesh Hospital, which
was running a Covid-19 centre at
Swarna Palace hotel, permission
tolease placestotreat Covid-19 pa-
tients was cancelled by the gov-
ernment. The hospital remains
functional within its own complex.

ILL-MAINTAINED AND

ILL-EQUIPPED HOSPITALS

Innine incidents, requisite fire
safety measures were notin place.

Not only were hospitals ill-
equipped to tackle ablaze, butlack
of maintenance of electrical lines
and equipment was adirect cause
of the fire in at least six cases.

M In Gujarat’s Patel Welfare
Hospital, where 18 persons, in-
cluding twonurses, diedonMay 1,
2021, false records were allegedly
submitted by the management to
show that fire extinguishing and
protection systems were installed
“when in fact no such action was
taken”, noted the report of an in-
quiry commission headed by re-
tired justice DA Mehta setup toin-
vestigate the incident. The fire was
allegedly caused by a loose wire
from a ventilator.

B In Maharashtra’s Vijay
Vallabh Hospital, where 15 per-
sonsdied on April 23,2021, an ex-
pert committee found alleged
shortcomings in firefighting sys-
tems. According to sources famil-
iar with the probe of an expert
committee, the hospital allegedly
did not have functional sprin-
klers. Maharashtra’s fire safety
norms state that all hospitals, ir-
respective of height, should have
fire extinguishers, hose reels,
sprinklers, automatic fire detec-
tion and alarm systems, and ter-
race tanks and pumps. The inves-
tigation also found that the
hospital allegedly did not have a
no-objection certificate from the
department concerned. The
blaze allegedly took place be-
cause of asparkinan AC that was
run round the clock despite not
being of sufficient capacity, the
investigation found.

B An audit by the civic fire
brigade carried out before the fire
at Maharashtra’s Ahmednagar
Civil Hospital, where 11 persons
died on November 6, 2021, had
suggested setting up afirefighting
system. The hospital allegedly did
not have water sprinklers or
smoke alarms, and staff were not
trained in using fire extinguishers.
The same audit also found that
crucial fire safety systems were al-
legedly not put in place due to
fund shortages.

M At Maharashtra’s Bhandara
district hospital, where 10 persons
died in a fire on January 9, 2021,
voltage fluctuation and wear and
tear in the control panel allegedly
led to a short circuit and caused
the fire, found Nagpur

Commissioner Sanjeev Kumar
and the six other officials investi-
gating the incident.

M After years of not getting
permission, Mumbai’s Sunrise
Hospital, where 11 persons per-
ished in a fire on March 26, 2021,
was allowed to start functioning
within a mall during the pan-
demic based on a temporary cer-
tificate. During the firefighting op-
erations, it was noticed that
mechanisms such as sprinklers
were inactive, according to
Deputy Municipal Commissioner
of Disaster Management and for-
mer Chief Fire Officer Prabhat
Rahangdale.

B Andhra Pradesh’s Hotel
Swarna Palace, which was con-
verted into a Covid care centre, al-
legedly had no fire alarms, sprin-
klers, or other firefighting
equipment, a probe by a govern-
ment committee found following
the death of 10 persons on August
9,2020.The electrical system was
found to be outdated and inca-
pable of handling the number of
ACs that were running.

B Madhya Pradesh’s New Life
Hospital, where eight persons
died on August 1,2022, allegedly
had an absence of alternative ex-
its, poor ventilation, and insuffi-
cient fire extinguishers and hose
roll, the probe by a high-level gov-
ernment committee headed by
the divisional commissioner (rev-
enue) found. The fire was caused
by excessive heating of the elec-
tric generator set, despite re-
minders by the company to the
hospital urging them to service
the machine, the probe found.

M Gujarat’s Shrey Hospital,
where eight persons died in a fire
on August 6, 2020, allegedly did
not have the recommended two
emergency exit stairs. The fire
started due to a short circuitina
patient monitor, which was 15
years old, three times its pre-
scribed life span, the probe by an
inquiry commission headed by
retd Justice DA Mehta found.

M In Delhi’s Baby Care New
Born Hospital, where six infants
died in a fire earlier this year on
May 25, fire safety equipment was
allegedly lacking, the hospital had
12 bedsinstead of the sanctioned
five, and it had stored too many
oxygen cylinders in a hazardous
manner, the police probe found.

B At Gujarat's Uday
Shivanand Covid-19 hospital,
where five persons died on
November 27, 2020, a govern-
ment commission headed by
then additional secretary (pan-
chayat and rural housing) A K
Rakesh tasked with investigating
the incident found that the emer-
gency exit was “closed and
blocked” by medical equipment
and the management had not fol-
lowed fire safety guidelines. The
commission concluded that the
plausible source of the fire could
have been a ventilator with defec-
tive wiring inside.

VIOLATION OF BUILDING
CODES, LACK OF
OVERSIGHT

The probes into the fires also
found alleged violations of build-
ing codes, illegal construction,and
instances of government depart-
ments falling short in their duty.

B Government commissions
under retd Justice DA Mehta, set
up to look into two of the three
hospital firesin Gujarat — at Shrey
Hospital and Patel Welfare
Hospital - highlighted the gov-
ernment’s practice of regularis-
ing unauthorised constructions
for afee. This meant that building
owners could just pay authorities
to regularise construction that
was not part of the plan initially
approved by them. The commis-
sion investigating the Shrey
Hospital fire noted that “there
cannot be (such)ablanket policy”
and that clinical and educational
premises should not be permit-
ted to operate in illegally con-
structed structures. The commis-
sion also noted that the fatalities
could have been prevented had
the unauthorised structures not
been approved. The commission
investigating the Patel Welfare
Hospital fire recommended that
the state undertake a “serious
relook” at the policy of regularis-
ing unauthorised construction,
“more specifically in case of nurs-
ing homes and/or hospitals.” “If
unauthorised constructioninand
on the premises of Patel Welfare
Hospital, Bharuch would not have
been regularised, the fatalities
could have been avoided,” it
noted.

B Madhya Pradesh’s New Life
hospital allegedly operated ontwo

floors despite permission for only
one, a probe by the government
committee found. The buildingal-
legedly lacked a completion cer-
tificate. The probe also found that
the fire engineer had allegedly
made an erroneous fire plan; there
was no action against the hospital
even though it violated building
permissions; and there wasnoac-
tion by the municipal corporation
of Jabalpur one year after the pro-
visional fire NOC lapsed. In the af-
termath of the case,action was ini-
tiated against officials who
inspected the hospital and gave it
a fitness certificate, as well as
against the Chief Medical and
Health Officer who granted a li-
cense to the health facility.

B Maharashtra’s Sunrise
Hospital allegedly violated several
building norms. Located inside a
mall, it stood 2.7-3 metres high,
less than the mandatory 3.6 me-
tres. A planned escalator was al-
legedly removed to construct a
dedicated lift for the hospital.
Documents of the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporationalso show
that a deputy engineer from its
Building Proposals Department
had warned the civic body not to
allow the hospital to function in
2020.Further, the hospital had re-
ceived a fire NOC from a third-
party agency stating that all fire-
fighting measures were in place.
Following the fire, the NOCissued
afew months before the incident
was cancelled, and the fire safety
auditor from the third-party
agency was arrested.

M In the case of the national
capital, only buildings over the
height of 9 metres or more than
two storeys needed a fire NOC.
This meant that Baby Care New
Born Hospital, which operated on
the ground plus one floor, did not
require an NOC at all. After the in-
cident, Delhi health minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj announced
thatall hospitals, regardless of size,
would require a fire NOC. This is
yet to be implemented.

-Withadditional reporting by
NAYONIKA BOSE,ANAND
MOHAN J, ABHISHEK ANGAD,
GOPAL BKATESHIYA, KAMAAL
SAIYED,ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS, SUSHANT
KULKARNI, SIDDHANT
KONDUSKAR & ADITIRAJA

Women and child development
Department, dNarnaul, Harvana

No. MENTHEY

Linder the Women and Child Development Department, Harvana, E- fenders
are imvited for tramsportaton of sopplementary nuindional Foed& other 1tems
in the Anganwadi centers of Mamaul Located in Mahendragarh distngt, whose
c-lender s 2024 _HRY 414657 _1. lnvied tenders are o be opencd on
19, 1220024 &t 1000 am and tenders are o be uploaded onling Bl 5:00pm on
I8 12 MM The documont comnLaning the Terms amd Conditions can be
vetwied downloaded on the website ¢- leaders irv.nledn -

District Programme olficer.
Woinen and child develspment,
Narmuul

&

KIND ATTENTION: RAIL PASSENGER!
IMPORTANT NOTICE

»

For the convenience of passengers, Railways have
decided to run the following Special Train as per the
schedule given below:-

05577/05578 Saharsa Jn.-Anand Vihar(T.)- 40
Saharsa Jn. Special Train (5 Days in a week) | Trips
Train No. 05577 Train No. 05578

ARR. | DEP. STAT“]HS ARR.| DEP.

22 20:00 Saharsa Jn. i 10:30 | —--

20:20 | 20:22 Garh Baruari 09:45 | 09:47

20:45 | 20:47 Y Supaul 09:30 | 09:32

21:15 | 21:45 Saraygarh 08:30 | 09:00

22:00 | 22:02 MNirmali 08:03 | 08:05

22:13 | 22:15 (Ghogardiha 06:45 | 06:47

22:35 | 22:37 Jhanjharpur 06:25 | 06:27

23:00 | 23:02 Sakri Jn. 06:00 | 06:02

23:35 | 00:05 Darbhanga Jn. 04:50 | 05:20

00:45 | 0047 Janakpur Hoad 03:15 | 03:17

01:30 | 01:35 Sitamarhi 02:40 | 02:45

02:10 | 02:12 Bairagnia 02:00 | 02:02

03:15 | 03:20 Raxaul Jn. 01:10 | 01:15

04:20 | 04:30 Narkatiaganj Jn. 00:10 | 00:20

05:00 | 05:02 Bagaha 23:18 | 23:20

08:20 | 08:22 Kaptangan] Jn. 20:45 | 20:47

09:40 | 09:50 Gorakhpur Jn, 19:30 | 15:40

10:45 | 10:50 Basti 17:45 | 17:50

12:10 | 12:15 Gonda Jn. 16:25 | ‘16:30

15:35 | 15:45 Sitapur Jn. 14:05 | 14:15

17:58 | 18:00 Shahjehanpur 11:20 | 1122

19:03 | 19:05 Bareilly 10:10 | 1012

21:15 | 21:25 Maoradabad 08:25 | 08:35

23:43 | 23:45 Ghaziabad 05:48 | 05:50

00:30 Anand Vihar(T.) --- 05:15
Days of Run : 05577 Ex. Saharsa Jn. Upto 31.12.2024 (Except

Thursday & Saturday) and 05578 Ex. Anand Vihar (T.) from to
06.12.2024 to 02.01.2025 (Except Saturday & Monday)
Accommodation : 3 Tier AC
; I;bi' a'n',r'llend l;f Iﬁ'iuﬁﬁﬁt'lun. passénﬁeﬁ hré l"éiques'te-d"t'ﬁ'
contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or visit Indian Railways
website hitps:ffenquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.
=
reaseoinsson | 4% NORTHERN RAILWAY =
LM Your Convenience-Our Concern 5
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE SR/ [EEET:4: L8100 N (AT T TET [T 8 R

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BPS GMC for Women, Khanpur Kalan, Sonepat

Advertisement cutting of 102 trees for construction
of Phase-lll THROUGH OPEN AUCTION. at BPS GMC for
Women, Khanpur Kalan, Sonapat will be auctioned through
auction on 16.12.2024 (Monday) at 11.00 AM In Council
For the delails terms and conditions may visil
Institute website: hitlp.//'www bpsgmckhanpur.ac.in

Koom

Departmental Record Disposal Committee

No. 308U1/HRY
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Government of Karnataka

KARNATAKA SCHOOL EXAMINATION
AND ASSESSMENT BOARD

6" Cross, Malleshwaram, Bengaluru-560 003
Ph: 080-23349434, e-Mail: dpikseab@gmail.com

No.: KSEAB/DPIE/B6(LPST)/2/2024-BSEC/E25231 Date: 04.12.2024

e-TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Director, Karnataka School Examination and Assessment
Board, here by invites Short term-tender No.KSEAB/2024-
25/IND0016, Dated: 04.12.2024 bidding from eligible bidders
for the supply of laptop computers to toppers of 2024 SSLC
1, 2 & 3 exam through e-procurement portal only. e-tender
documents may be downloaded from https://sslc.karnataka.gov.in
and https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in e-tender commencement
date is 04.12.2024 and the last date for submission is
18.12.2024 at 5.00 p.m. Pre bid meeting is on 07.12.2024 at
12.00 p.m. Technical bid will be opened on 20.12.2024 at
5.00 p.m. Approximate value of tender Rs.3,96,00,000/-
and the earnest money deposit is Rs.7,92,000/- for more
details contact board during office hours.

Sd/- Director (Exams)
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Windfall gains tax on oil put to rest: the move and its significance

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

THE GOVERNMENT on Monday withdrew
the windfall gains tax on domestic produc-
tion of crude oil and export of diesel, petrol,
and aviation turbine fuel (ATF), scrapping the
levy that was introduced 30 months ago
amid a surge in the prices of crude oil and
key fuels in the international market in the
wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Apprehensions about the availability of
the fuels in the domestic market amid the
global energy turmoil at the time had con-
tributed to the decision to impose the levy.
Butalot has changed since then. After the
initial shock and supply concerns, global oil
and fuel flows have stabilised. International
crude and fuel prices are significantly lower,

and thereis arobust supply in the Indian do-
mestic market.

Primarily due to these reasons, the wind-
fall gains tax was not generating significant
revenue. In fact, the levy on petrol exports had
been zero since July 20, 2022, and on diesel
exports, it had been nil since March 1,2024.

On ATF exports, the windfall gains tax was
reduced to nil from January 2, 2024, while on
domestic oil production, the levy was brought
down to zero from September 18, 2024.

For all practical purposes then, the tax
was already dead — it has now been buried.

When it was first introduced on July 1,
2022, the windfall gains tax on domestic
crude was Rs 23,250 per tonne, which trans-
lated to roughly $40 per barrel. Crude oil
prices were well above $100 per barrel at the
time. They are now under $75 per barrel, and
are unlikely to shoot up unless there is an-
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LAKE-EFFECT SNOW’, PHENOMENON

FREEZING THE GREAT LAKES

REGION

Aresident removes snow in Angola, New York, on November 30. The NYT

PARTS OF wupstate New York,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Michigan, situ-
ated along the Great Lakes, have seen
nearly 1.2 metres of “lake-effect” snow
since last Friday.

The movement of a cold air mass
across stretches of warm lake water trig-
gers the lake effect, a phenomenon that
has captivated weather experts.

Lake-effect snow often occurs in rel-
atively narrow bands that dump copious
amounts of snow. The phenomenon can
drastically increase snowfall totals, and it
may slam one area and leave another just
miles away untouched.

Residents along the Great Lakes, the
world’s largest group of freshwater lakes
along the US-Canada border, are bracing
themselves for even more snowfall in the
coming days.

source of moisture,” Pandolfo said. “In
practice, we actually need the air to actu-
ally have enough moisture in it before it
really starts going over the lakes.”

How does the moisture-laden air lead
to snowfall?

With the right conditions, the rising,

moisture-laden air causes clouds to form
that could bring “some really intense
snowfall rates,” Pandolfo said.

The results typically are thin bands of

clouds that can produce heavy snowfall —
5-8 centimetres per hour and sometimes
more. And because the bands are narrow,
towns near each other could see signifi-
cant differences in snowfall totals.

Forecasting lake-effect snow can be

difficult; slight changes in wind direction
can have a major impact on where the

heaviest snow falls, according to the

How is the lake effect triggered?

In the US, the lake effect typically be-
gins when cold air — often from Canada
— blows in over the Great Lakes’ warmer
waters.

Warming air from the lakes then
pushes the moisture in the sky higher
into a zone most conducive to snowfall
because of its temperature. That creates
clouds capable of dumping lots of precip-
itation downwind, said Phillip Pandolfo,
ameteorologist in the National Weather
Service’s office in Buffalo, New York.

Most of the moisture needed for lake-
effect snow does not actually come from
the lakes, but rather from cold air that
blows over them.“It’'s acommon miscon-
ception that the lakes are a tremendous

weather service.

Is the lake effect common to the
Great Lakes?

Lake-effect snow goes hand-in-hand

with living near a Great Lake. In many
cases, about 30-61 cm of snow will fall,
but occasionally it can get out of hand.

In November 2022, lake-effect storms

dumped more than 1.8 metres of snow
in western New York. Those wintry
storms were the worst in New York since
at least November 2014, when some
communities south of Buffalo were hit
with 2.1 metres of snow over three days,
collapsing roofs and trapping drivers ona
stretch of the New York State Thruway.
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other major supply shock.

The levy on diesel exports was initially
Rs 13 per litre, and exports of ATF and petrol
attracted a levy of Rs 6 per litre.

The tax and its rationale

The term windfall gains tax was used to
describe cesses under the ambit of central
excise imposed on fuel exports
and domestic crude oil pro-
duction to tax supernormal
profits of fuel exporters and oil

ECONOMICS

The duties were reviewed fortnightly,
based on the movement in margins on fuels
in the international market and global crude
oil prices. The levy on petrol was reduced to
nil in the first revision itself, and was not
hiked afterward.

These levies were imposed as global oil
and fuel prices surged in the aftermath of
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
As the price of crude oil pro-
duced in India is bench-
marked to international

producers.

For domestic crude oil and ATF exports,
the windfall gains tax was in the form of
Special Additional Excise Duty (SAED); for
diesel and petrol, it was a combination of
SAED and Additional Excise Duty (AED),
which was also known as Road and
Infrastructure Cess (RIC).

prices, domestic oil prices
also went through the roof. At the same time,
margins on fuels were a lot more lucrative in
other markets, incentivising refiners, partic-
ularly the private sector players, to export fu-
els. This had resulted in fuel supply disrup-
tions in some parts of the country.

Apart from taking a share of windfall prof-

EXPLAINED

its of oil producers and fuel exporters to partly
soften the blow of duty cuts on domestic
petrol and diesel sales, the government also
wanted to ensure enough fuel supply to meet
domestic demand. Several other countries
too had imposed taxes on supernormal prof-
its of energy companies at the time.

The impact and signal

The country’s oil industry was under-
stood to have always been against the wind-
fall tax regime. It was argued that it limited
the profitability of publicly listed companies,
and discouraged efforts to increase oil pro-
ductionin a country that depends onimports
to meet more than 85% of its oil needs. The
frequent review of the levies, it was argued,
made the taxation unpredictable.

The windfall gains tax mop-up was
around Rs 25,000 crore in 2022-23 (FY23).

RELIGION

But it declined to around Rs 13,000 crore in
FY24, and to Rs 6,000 crore in FY25 so far.

The provision to change the taxlevel, how-
ever, continued to be in place even as the levy
itself was nil. With Monday’s move, the gov-
ernment has effectively withdrawn those pro-
visions as well. This may be seen as an assur-
ance to the country’s oil industry that the
taxation regime will be predictable and stable.

The scrapping of the windfall gains tax
may not have any notable impact on the fi-
nancials of domestic oil producers like Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)and Oil India
(OIL), and major fuel exporters like Reliance
Industries (RIL) and Nayara Energy (NEL).

It does, however, signal reliable and pre-
dictable taxation — and that the government
now feels confident that a hard-to-manage
surge in oil and fuel prices and supply shocks
are unlikely going forward.

Akal Takht and the SAD

Akal Takht has imposed religious punishment on Sukhbir Singh Badal. What is the relationship between
the supreme temporal and spiritual seat of Sikhs and the Shiromani Akali Dal, which Badal headed?

MANRAJGREWAL SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 4

LEADER OF the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
Sukhbir Singh Badal was shot at on
Wednesday at the entrance to the Golden
Temple where he was on guard duty.

Badal, who was on a wheelchair with his
fractured right foot in a cast when the at-
tacker approached him, was not hurt.

The former Deputy Chief Minister of
Punjab has been awarded religious punish-
ment by the Akal Takht, the supreme tempo-
ral seat of the Sikhs, for the alleged misrule of
the SAD government from 2007 to 2017.

Other members of the then Cabinet are
also performing atonement on the order of
the Akal Takht by cleaning bathrooms and
utensils, etc.

What is the Akal Takht, what position
does it occupy in the Sikh community, and
what is the source of the authority it wields
over the Akali Dal?

When and why was the Akal Takht
established?

The Akal Takht, which faces the Harmandir
Sahibin the Golden Temple complex, was es-
tablished by the sixth Sikh master Guru
Hargobind in 1606 following the execution of
his father, Guru Arjan Dev, by the Mughals.

According to Sikh Studies scholar Amarjit
Singh of Guru Nanak Dev University,
Amritsar, Guru Hargobind used this platform
for governance, and is believed to have is-
sued the first directive (Hukamnama) from
here, urging Sikh congregations to contribute
horses and weapons to the Panth.

The Guru is said to have requested two
swords, symbolising miri (temporal power)
and piri (spirituality). The sword represent-
ing miri was slightly shorter, indicating the
primacy of spiritual authority over tempo-
ral power.

The Akal Takht was also a symbol and
representation of the Sikh defiance of
Mughal authority. Historian Joginder Singh,
a former professor at Guru Nanak Dev
University, who has written extensively on
Sikh history, noted that the 12-foot-high plat-
form of the Akal Takht symbolised a chal-
lenge to the Mughal government in Agra
(and later Delhi), where Emperor Jahangir
(1605-27), on whose order Guru Arjan Dev
was executed, sat on an 11-foot-high throne,
and forbade anyone else from doing so.

How did the Akal Takht function after
the passing of the tenth and last Guru,
Guru Gobind Singh?

The Akal Takht became the focal point for
Sikhs during the difficult period following
the execution of Banda Singh Bahadur, the
general of the Khalsa army, in 1716, Prof
Amarjit Singh said.

As the Sikhs faced massive persecution

Shiromani Akali Dal leader Sukhbir Singh Badal (on a wheelchair on extreme right) at
the entrance to the Golden Temple to serve religious punishment on Tuesday. P11

from the Mughal state, members of the com-
munity would gather at the Akal Takht on
Baisakhi and Diwali for Sarbat Khalsa assem-
blies where crucial decisions would be made.

The tradition of the Sarbat Khalsa contin-
ued, and one of the last assemblies was con-
vened by Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1801-39), the
founder of the Sikh empire, in 1805 to deliber-
ate on supporting the Maratha prince of
Indore, Jaswant Rao Holkar, against the British.

How is the Jathedar (head) of the Akal
Takht appointed?

Initially, the Sarbat Khalsa appointed the
Akal Takht Jathedar during the annual con-
gregations. After the British established con-
trol over the country, however, the appoint-
ment of the Jathedar came under the
influence of the Darbar Sahib committee,
which was dominated by leaders who were
loyal to the regime.

Following the enactment of the Sikh
Gurdwaras Act in 1925, the Jathedar began
to be appointed by the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC), a body
formed in 1920 to manage Sikh shrines and
free them from British-supported mahants.

The SGPCis currently the apex governing
body of all Sikh gurdwaras in the states of
Punjab and Himachal Pradesh, and the Union
Territory of Chandigarh.

How does the Akal Takht hand out
religious punishment?

As the head of the highest seat of tempo-
ral power of the Sikhs, the Jathedar of the
Akal Takht is the supreme temporal and re-
ligious authority of the Sikhs, and the final
word on the affairs of the community.

The Jathedar must be baptised, possess
deep knowledge of Sikh history and scriptures,
and should be free from moral shortcomings.

Any person who identifies as a Sikh can
be summoned to the Akal Takht, tried, and

sentenced. Dr Sarabjinder Singh, Dean, Guru
Nanak Dev University and Jagat Guru Nanak
Dev Punjab State Open University, said that
the Akal Takht's justice applies only to those
who voluntarily submit to its authority.

“The Takht calls only those who affirm
their Sikh identity, and tankhah (religious
punishment)is intended to remove ego and
instill humility. No one has ever repudiated
the Takht's directives,” he said.

Among the prominent Jathedars of the
Akal Takht was Akali Phoola Singh, who sum-
moned Maharaja Ranjit Singh for a moral
transgression, resulting in the Maharaja re-
ceiving a public flogging at the Akal Takht.

What is the relationship between the
Shiromani Akali Dal (which Sukhbir
Singh Badal leads), and the SGPC (which
appoints the Akal Takht Jathedar)?

The SGPC and SAD share a historically in-
tertwined relationship rooted in the
Gurdwara Reform Movement of 1920.

The SGPC was established on November
15, 1920 to manage historical Sikh shrines,
while the SAD, formed on December 14 that
same year, initially acted as a task force of the
SGPC to mobilise Sikhs against corrupt ma-
hants and British interference in gurdwaras.

Both organisations institutionalised the
Khalsa identity as central to Sikhism, and be-
came pillars of the Sikh religious and politi-
cal leadership.

Ashutosh Kumar, a professor of political
science at Panjab University, Chandigarh, de-
scribed the Akal Takht, SGPC, and the
Shiromani Akali Dal as the “three poles” of
Sikh politics.

The SAD has often sought to control the
SGPC through electoral dominance. The
SGPC'’s general house, with 191 members, in-
cludes 170 elected members. Controlling the
SGPC, which appoints the Akal Takht
Jathedar, gives SAD significant influence.

The Akalis dominated the SGPC in the
1960s and 1970s — and even in 1979, when
the turmoil in Punjab had begun, they won
the majority of seats in the SGPC. Akali con-
trol over the SGPC began to slip gradually af-
ter Gurcharan Singh Tohra was installed as
the SGPC president in 1973, a post that he
held for 27 years.

After Tohra’s demise and the decline of
militancy, the Akalis regained control of the
SGPC. Elections to the body are supposed to
be held every five years, but no elections have
been held since 2011. Some critics say the
SAD continues to be influential in the SGPC
house primarily for this reason.

Some observers have suggested that the
relationship between the SGPC and SAD is
akin to the one that exists between the RSS
and BJP. However, Dr Pramod Kumar, chair-
person of the nonprofit research organisa-
tion Institute for Development and
Communication (IDC), Chandigarh, said this
is not an apt comparison.

“The RSS identifies itself as a social and
cultural organisation that is more about [ na-
tionalist] ideology, while the SGPC is a reli-
gious and social organisation concerned with
the management of Sikh shrines and chari-
table schools and hospitals,” he said.

How has SAD control over the SGPC
impacted its relationship with the Akal
Takht Jathedar?

On several occasions, the Akal Takht
Jathedar’s decisions have appeared to be in-
fluenced by the SAD.

M During the 1990s, when Parkash Singh
Badal led the SAD and Gurcharan Singh
Tohra presided over the SGPC, concerns
were expressed over the fairness and cred-
ibility of Jathedars.

M In 1994, the acting Akal Takht Jathedar,
Prof Manjit Singh, tried to unite fractured
Akali factions, but Badal’s faction resisted.
Badal was summoned to the Akal Takht,
leading to public confrontations at the
Darbar Sahib complex.

M During the Tohra-Badal feud in 1999,
the Badal camp pushed for the removal of
Akal Takht Jathedar Bhai Ranjit Singh, which
happened on February 10, 1999.

M After 2005, when the SAD leadership
began deciding the SGPC president, the con-
cerns about political interference intensified.
Avtar Singh Makkar, a relatively unknown
figure in Akali politics, became SGPC presi-
dent, and held the post for 11 years.

M Akal Takht Jathedar Gurbachan Singh,
along with other high priests, faced a back-
lash for announcing a controversial unilat-
eral pardon to Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh,
the Sirsa dera chief, in September 2015,
which was later revoked. Many Sikhs had al-
leged that the decision was influenced by the
SAD — which was confirmed by Sukhbir
Singh Badal during his questioning by the
Akal Takht Jathedar on December 2.

Production cap, chemicals ban: Why global plastic treaty talks collapsed

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

COUNTRIES NEGOTIATING a landmark
treaty on tackling plastic pollution failed to
reach anagreement on December 1 — more
than 100 nations wanted to curb production
but a handful of oil producers were prepared
only to target plastic waste.

The weeklong talks,
which involved nearly 200
countries, took place in

ENVIRONMENT]

Why did the negotiations fail?

The main dispute was regarding the de-
mand for production cap goals in the final
treaty along with clear language on the
elimination of certain plastic chemicals and
products. This demand was pushed by a
coalition of more than 100 countries includ-
ing African and Latin American nations, and
most of the European Union.

It was vehemently op-
posed by a coalition in-
cluding Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Russia, and Iran.

Busan, South Korea. This
was the fifth round of negotiations since
March 2022, when the United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA) agreed to
develop a legally binding treaty on plastics
pollution by the end of 2024.

Discussions on the draft text of the
treaty will continue next year.

They argued that the in-
clusion of provisions on plastic production
cuts would be beyond the mandate of the
2022 resolution to end plastic pollution.
Kuwait said thatin a bid toinclude such
provisions in the final treaty, the mandate
was being stretched for advancing trade re-
strictions, economic agendas, and commer-

PLASTIC POLLUT

430 million tonnes of plastic

are produced annually, two-thirds of
which are short-lived products,

10% of the plastic ever produced
has been recycled so far

11 mjllion tonnes of plastic are

cial competition under the guise of environ-
mental action. India and China also sup-
ported the stand of this coalition.

What does the treaty’s draft text say?

ON INNUMBERS

currently entering the ocean
annually

and 17%is incinerated

20 million tonnes of plastic
litter end up in the environment
everyyear Source: UN & IUCN

The draft text reflected both points of
consensus and contention.

Points of consensus included proposing
a ban on open dumping and open burning
for sustainable waste management. The
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draft text also provided clear definitions of
plastic and plastic products, but it did not
reflect definitions of contentious issues such
as microplastics, nanoplastics, primary
plastic polymers, and recycling.

Despite pushback from countries such
as Saudi and Kuwait, the draft text included
options to include a goal to reduce plastic
production after the treaty is finalised.
References to single-use plastics and short-
lived plastics were also included.

What was India’s stance?

India’s stance and interventions centred
onissues such as the varying responsibilities
of countries in addressing plastic pollution.
The country focused on the right to develop-
ment of countries, and the need for the pro-
vision of technical and financial assistance to
manage plastic waste. It also highlighted that
the scope of the treaty should be well defined

so as not to overlap with existing multilat-
eral environmental agreements.

India outlined its stance in the opening
plenary. It said it did not support any arti-
cleson “supply”, referring to the discussions
on curbing production. The Indian delega-
tion also said the sustainable level of pro-
duction at a global or national level was not
well defined, and may become a method
for imposing a cap on the production of
products, chemicals, or primary polymers.

According to India, production of pri-
mary polymers was not directly linked to
plastic pollution and there should be no tar-
gets on polymer or plastic production.
Instead, the focus should be on reducing
plastic pollution.

At the end of the talks, India said that a
balance has to be struck between preventing
plastic pollution and protecting the sustain-
able development of developing countries.
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A man uses a boat to
cross a flooded area in
Tumpat. Reuters

MALAYSIA
Govtissues alert
for waterborne
diseases after

massive flood

Kuala Lumpur; Health vol-
unteers in Malaysia have
been preparing for any
surge in waterborne dis-
eases following devastat-
ing floods that saw tens of
thousands of people evac-
uated, with concernsinthe
country that days of con-
stant rains could be on the
way. Floodwaters have be-
gunreceding in the worst-
hit state of Kelantan, on
Malaysia's northeastern
coast, but government
data showed more than
40,000 people remained
at temporary shelters on
Wednesday amid fears of
apotential second wave of
flooding this week. Videos
of children playing in
muddy floodwaters have
gone viral online, sparking
concerns over the poten-
tial spread of waterborne
illnesses. REUTERS

EUROPEAN UNION

EU pushes back
deforestation
law by year

Brussels: The European
Union agreed todelay by a
year the introduction of
new rules to ban the sale of
products thatlead tomas-
sive deforestation, caving
in to demands from sev-
eral producer nations from
across the globe and do-
mestic opposition within
the 27-nation bloc.
Officials said Wednesday
that the EU member states,
the EU parliamentand the
executive Commission
reached an agreement in
principle following weeks
of haggling whether the
initial rules would have to
be watered down even
further than the simple de-
lay by one year. Originally,
it was supposed to kick in
this month. AP

UNITED NATIONS

UNseeks $47bn
inaidasdonor
appetite shrinks

Geneva: The United
Nations on Wednesday
sought $47 billion in aid for
2025 to help around 190
million people fleeing con-
flict and battling starva-
tion, at a time when this
year's appeal is not even
half-funded and officials
fear cuts from Western
states including the top
donor, the US.Facing what
thenew UN.aid chiefTom
Fletcher describes as "an
unprecedented level of
suffering”, the U.N. hopes
toreach peoplein 32 coun-
tries next year. REUTERS

CIVIC, LABOUR GROUPS PROTEST IN SEOUL

S Korea Opp submits Bill toimpeach ¢
President after martial law debacle

Defence Minister
offers to resign,
says ruling party

JACKKIMAND JOYCELEE
SEOUL, DECEMBER 4

SOUTH KOREAN lawmakers
submitted a bill on Wednesday
to impeach President Yoon Suk
Yeol after he declared martial
law in the country, a major U.S.
ally, before rescinding the deci-
sion hours later after a chaotic
standoff between parliament
and the army.

Parliament rejected Yoon's
surprise declaration of martial
law, which attempted to ban po-
litical activity and censor the me-
diain Asia's fourth largest econ-
omy, as armed troops forced
their way into the National
Assembly building in Seoul.

Six South Korean opposition
parties later submitted a Bill in
parliament toimpeach Yoon, who
had already faced accusations of
heavy-handed leadership from
hisopponents and from within his
own party, with voting set for
Friday or Saturday. But Yoon’s
party vowed to oppose the move,
throwing the process into doubt.

Aplenary session to formally
introduce the bill was scheduled

People who fled Aleppoin
Tabga, Wednesday. Reuters

Syrian forces
battle insurgents
north of strategic
city of Hama

REUTERS
BEIRUT, DECEMBER 4

INTENSE AIRSTRIKES and the ar-
rival of pro-government rein-
forcements drove Syrian rebels
back overnight from the edge of
Hama, a major city whose fall
would pile pressure on President
Bashar al-Assad, both sides said
on Wednesday.

Rebels have staged their
biggest advance in years over the
past week, seizing Aleppo -
Syria's largest city before the war
- and much of the surrounding
countryside. By Tuesday they
had all but reached the Hama
outskirts a third of the way be-
tween Aleppo and Damascus.

UN. Syriaenvoy Geir Pedersen
warned the Security Council
Tuesday that the situation was
“extremely fluid and dangerous”,
adding that Syria faced danger of
“further division, deterioration.”

State media and the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
said there had beenintense fight-
ing over Jabal Zain al-Abidin, a hill
5km northeast of Hamaand over-
looking a major road into the city.

Meanwhile Russia said
Wednesday that it strongly backs
the actions of the Syrian leader-
ship to counter an offensive by the
groups receiving support from
outside the country.

People demonstrate against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol; (right) lawmakers submit
an impeachment motion of the President at the National Assembly in Seoul, Wednesday. AP

to begin shortly after midnight
Wednesday.

“We couldn’tignore theillegal
martial law,” DP lawmaker Kim
Yong-min told reporters. “We can
nolonger letdemocracy collapse.”
Civic and labour groups held a
candlelight vigil in downtown
Seoul on Wednesday evening,
calling for Yoon's resignation-are-
minder of the massive protests
that led to the impeachment of
former President Park Geun-hye
in 2017. They then began march-

ing towards the presidential office.

The leader of Yoon's ruling
People Power Party called for
Defence Minister Kim Yong-hyun
tobe fired and the entire cabinet to
resign. Kim has offered to resign,
the defence ministry said.

Yoon told the nation in a tele-
vision speech late Tuesday that
martial law was needed to defend
the country from pro-North
Korean forces, and protect the free
constitutional order, though he
cited no specific threats.

Troops tried to seize control of
the parliament building, but
stood back when parliamentary
aides sprayed them with fire ex-
tinguishers, while protesters scuf-
fled with police outside. Within
hours, South Korea's parliament,
with 190 of its 300 members
present, unanimously passed a
motion for martial law be lifted,
with 18 members of Yoon's party
present. The president then re-
scinded the declaration of mar-
tial law, around six hours later.
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FRAUGHT RELATIONSHIP FUELLED THE RAPPER’S LYRICS
DEBBIE NELSON, EMINEM’S MOTHER, DIES AT 69

Debbie Nelson, the single mother of rapper Eminem whose rocky relationship with her son was
known widely through his hit songlyrics, has died. She was 69. Eminem’s longtime representative
Dennis Dennehy confirmed Nelson’s death in an email on Tuesday. AP

What happens
= next?

EXPLAINED

THE PARLIAMENT has to
vote by Saturday on the
impeachment Bill. To suc-
ceed, it needs atleast 200
votes in the 300-member
House. Ifitis approved, a
trial is held before the
Constitutional Court —a
9-member council that
oversees government. If
six members vote to sus-
tain the impeachment,
the President is removed.

Decision time in France as lawmakers look
set to oust govt, for first time since 1962

REUTERS
PARIS,DECEMBER 4

FRENCH LAWMAKERS are all
but certain to oust the govern-
ment with a no-confidence mo-
tion on Wednesday, plunging
the euro zone's second-biggest
economic power deeper into po-
litical turmoil.

Barring a last-minute sur-
prise, Prime Minister Michel
Barnier's government will be
France's first to be forced out by
a no-confidence vote in more
than 60 years, at a time when the
country is struggling to tame a
massive budget deficit.

Thatwould leave a hole at the
heart of the European Union ata
time when Germany is also
weakened and in election mode,
weeks before U.S. President-
elect Donald Trump re-enters
the White House.

Members of the French government in the National Assembly
in Paris before a confidence vote, on Wednesday. Reuters

Meanwhile, French far-right
leader Marine Le Pen said on
Wednesday her National Rally
(RN) party would support an
emergency law thatrolls over the

2024 budget's tax-and-spend
provisions into next year to en-
sure there is stopgap financing.
InaTVinterview on Tuesday;,
Barnier said he still believed his

government could survive the
vote, scheduled for the evening
after a debate starting at 4 pm
(1500 GMT).

But RN chief Jordan Bardella
confirmed on Wednesday that his
party would vote to topple Barnier
alongside left-wing parties. He
said Barnier's optimism showed
that the government was “com-
pletely out of touch with what is
happening in the country”.

“This government is danger-
ous for my country,” he told
France Inter radio. “We will vote
for the no-confidence motion.”

Barnier’s interior minister,
Bruno Retailleau, was downbeat.
“Nothing’s over until the vote but
we can see we're headed towards
censure,” he told CNews.

President Emmanuel
Macron, who won a second
mandate in 2022, precipitated
the crisis by calling a snap par-
liamentary election in June.

SHOOTER WAITED OUTSIDE NEW YORK HOTEL; TARGETED KILLING, SAY POLICE

CEO of largest US insurance firm shot dead

REUTERS
NEW YORK, DECEMBER 4

BRIAN THOMPSON, the CEO of
UnitedHealth's insurance unit,
was fatally shot on Wednesday
morning outside a midtown
Manhattan hotel, several media
outlets reported, just before a
scheduled company investor
conference.

The New York Police
Department confirmed a 50-year-
old man was shot in front of the
Hilton on Sixth Avenue around
6:40a.m.ET and was pronounced
dead after being transported to a
nearby hospital. Police have not
released the victim's identity, but
several publications reported it
was Thompson, who has worked

Brian Thompson was named
UnitedHealthcare CEOin
April 2021.Ap

at the company for 20 years.
Police were still searching for
the masked suspect, whofled on
foot wearing a cream-colored
jacket and a gray backpack, the
Times reported.
The attackappeared to be tar-

geted, the New York Times re-
ported, citing police. Investigators
believe the gunman had been
waiting in the area for some time
before Thompson's arrival ahead
of an investors meeting, CNN re-
ported. The shooting happened
not long before a scheduled
UnitedHealth investor conference
in Manhattan, which was cut
shortatabout 9 am.
UnitedHealthcare is the
largest US health insurer, provid-
ing benefits to tens of millions of
Americans, who pay more for
healthcare thaninany other coun-
try. UnitedHealth did not respond
to a request for comment. Police
tape blocked off the area on 54th
Street Wednesday morning,
where blue plastic gloves were
strewnaboutand plastic cups ap-

peared to mark the location of
several bullet casings.

Thompson was named
UnitedHealthcare CEO in April
2021 after working at the com-
pany since 2004 in several depart-
ments, according to the com-
pany’s web site.

Consumer frustration with the
US healthcare system runs high
and was the driving force behind
the US Affordable Care Act, which
created a new type of health in-
surance and mandated coverage
for preventative care as well as
maximum profit levels.

Governor Tim Walz of
Minnesota, where the company
isbased, said in a statement that
the state was sending prayers to
Thompson's family and the
United Healthcare team.

Officials from Nepal and China after signing the Belt and Road
Initiative Cooperation Framework in Beijing, Wednesday. P11

Nepal, China sign
BRI framework,
paves way for
work on projects

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, DECEMBER 4

NEPAL AND China on
Wednesday signed the execution
framework for the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) in Beijing, indicat-
ing that Nepal will soon decide
on projects for implementation.
The development has come
when Nepal PM K P Sharma Oli
is on an official visit to China.

Nepal Foreign Ministry offi-
cials said the framework agree-
ment was signed by the acting
foreign secretary and the vice
chairman of China's National
Development Reforms
Commission, ending speculation
triggered by the government's
stance that it will accept only
grants for projects under the BRI

Last week upon returning
from Chengdu, Nepal Foreign
Minister Arzu Rana Deuba had
said that Nepal will accept only
grants from China for BRI proj-
ects as the countryis notina po-
sition to go for loans.

Details of the agreement
have not yet been made public
but if the Nepali Congress, the
biggest coalition partner in the
government, and Deuba stick by
their pre-visit position, the K P
Sharma Oli-led government

might face a crisis once the
Prime  Minister returns
Thursday.

According to The Kathmandu
Post,China had removed the word
“grant” proposed by the Nepali
side and suggested replacing it
with “investment” for projects un-
der the BRI. After reviewing the
new terms and conditions, offi-
cials found acompromise and de-
cided toinclude the phrasing “aid
and technical assistance” to proj-
ect execution in Nepal, it said.

The word “aid” adds ambigu-
ity and marks a step back from
the Nepali Congress's position of
clearly specifying grants. Some
countries also term line of credit
as aid but which are essentially
loans, the paper said.

The two sides had signed
nine MoUs and agreements on
Tuesday.

Speaking at a programme
held at Peking University, Oli
later said that Nepal would reap
benefits from the BRI

He expressed the belief that
China has strongly supported
Nepal's development and that
the BRI project initiated under
the leadership of President Xi
Jinping would further deepen bi-
lateral relations between the two
countries, the Himalayan Times
reported. ~ WITHPTIINPUTS

Netanyahu ordered to
take stand in graft trial
after repeated delays

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JERUSALEM, DECEMBER 4

AN ISRAELI court on Tuesday or-
dered Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to take the stand next
week in his long-running corrup-
tion trial, ending a series of delays.

Netanyahu’s lawyers had
filed multiple requests to put off
the testimony, arguing first that
the war in Gaza prevented him
from properly preparing for his
testimony, and later that his se-
curity could not be guaranteed
in the court chamber.

In Tuesday’s decision,
judgesin the Jerusalem district
court said that following a se-
curity assessment, his testi-
mony will be moved to the Tel
Aviv district court.

His testimony in the trial,
whichbeganin 2020, is expected
to begin on December 10 and to
last at least several weeks.

Netanyahu is charged with
fraud, breach of trust and accept-
ing bribes in three separate scan-

Benjamin Netanyahu is
charged with fraud, breach
of trust and bribery. File

dals in which he is accused of
trading favors with powerful
media moguls and wealthy as-
sociates. He denies wrongdoing.
Meanwhile, Jewish settlers
mounted a string of attacks on
Palestinian towns in the occu-
pied West Bank overnight, burn-
ing homes and clashing with
Israeli troops. There were no im-
mediate reports of any
Palestinian casualties. Israeli
airstrikes had also killed at least
20 people across Gaza,
Palestinian medics said.

ROMANS COMPLAIN ABOUT MONUMENT BEING ‘TRANSFORMED TO A THEME PARK’ AFTER PLANS TO GIVE ‘GLADIATOR TRAINING’ TO SELECT FEW

‘Unleash your inner Gladiator’ — Colosseum partnershlp with Airbnb sparks uproar

ELISABETTAPOVOLEDO
ROME, DECEMBER 4

IT HAS probably been centuries
since Romans have been so
feverish about happenings at the
Colosseum, and it is not because
of the recent release of the Ridley
Scott “Gladiator” sequel.

A plan by the Colosseum and
Airbnb to give a select few people
the chance to unleash their “inner
gladiator” at the most visited site
in Italy has caused an uproar
among many Romans who sayits
demeansa treasured culturalicon.

Over two nights in May, a to-
tal of up to 32 people will learn
the art of gladiator fighting at the
ancient arena, taught by Roman
history buffs who specialize in
historical reenactments.

The project is a partnership
between the Colosseum
Archaeological Park and Airbnb,
the accommodations booking
platform, which donated $1.5
million to spruce up a perma-
nent exhibit inside the arena.
The aim, Airbnb said, “was to
support the Colosseum’s ongo-
ing conservation work to find
new ways to inspire and educate

visitors on the historical 51gn1ﬁ—
cance of this bygone era.”

But some Romans and cul-
tural leaders have given the ini-
tiative an emphatic thumbs
down. “We’re against transform-
ing the Colosseum into a theme
park,” said Massimiliano
Smeriglio, a member of Rome’s
City Council responsible for cul-
ture. He said he would soon meet
with Airbnb officials to try to get
the company to change its mind.

“We’re all in favor if a com-
pany decides to sponsor a mon-
ument or a restoration,” he said,
“but it shouldn’t be necessary to

The aim, Airbnb said, ‘was to support the Colosseum’s
ongoing conservation work’. Arfile
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get anything in exchange.”

Federico Mollicone, a law-
maker with the Brothers of Italy
party of Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni, dismissed the criticismas
the views of a “radical chic” ele-
ment in Rome that treated the
arena “as something sacred.”

He added that gladiator
games were already tourist draws
inother historical arenas, like one
in Nimes, France. “There’s noth-
ing wrong with it,” said
Mollicone, whose center-right
government this year passed a
law that supports the promotion
of historical reenactments.

Critics also raised questions
about Airbnb’s involvement at a
time when many European cities
are struggling to balance the
needs of locals with a booming
tourist industry facilitated by ac-
commodation platforms.

“There should have been
more sensitivity” on the part of
the Colosseum, a national insti-
tution, “because Airbnb opened
the way to the destruction of
our communities,” said Viviana
Piccirilli Di Capua, the coordi-
nator of an association of resi-
dents in downtown Rome,
where she said numerous resi-

dents said that landlords were
not renewing leases.

While Romans are frequently
incensed by many issues in their
city — everything from uncol-
lected garbage to potholes —
they can be particularly sensitive
about the Colosseum.

The iconic monument “al-
ways stirs up huge emotions and
debates,” lamented an Airbnb
spokesperson.

“Colosseum kitsch emer-
gency,” Massimiliano Tonelli, the
editorial director of an art mag-
azine, wrote in a scornful edito-
rial about the gladiator plan. NYT
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INDIA IS MAN AT FIRST SLIP; TRADE DIVERSION OPPORTUNITY: NITI CEO ON TRUMP

India had ‘limited success’ in capturing
‘China P

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
& AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

EVEN AS anew NITI Aayog report,
the ‘Trade Watch’, released on
Wednesday, says that India has
seen “limited success so far” in
capturing the ‘China Plus One’
strategy adopted by multina-
tional companies looking to de-
risk their supply chains, NITI
Aayog CEO BVR Subrahmanyam
has suggested that trade policies
under US President-elect Donald
Trump could result in a potential
economic boom for India, driven
by significant trade diversion in
global trade. “Whatever Trump
has announced so far, which is
likely to come up... there are op-
portunities. We are the man at
first slip. The ball is coming in our
direction. Whether we hold the
catch ordropitis forustodecide.
There will be huge disruption,
and if we prepare for it, there will
be a massive boom due to trade
diversion,” Subrahmanyam said
during a press briefing.

This comes justaday after the
two large economies, the US and
China, entered into a fresh trade
conflict,imposing tit-for-tat trade
restrictions on each other. After

— BRIEFLY —

Bharti Airtel
signs deal with
Ericsson

New Delhi: Bharti Airtel on
Wednesday signed a “multi-
billion” dollar deal with
Swedish telecom equipment
maker Ericsson to boostits4G
and 5G coverage in the
world’s second-largest smart-
phonemarket. = REUTERS

Services sector

growtheasesin
Nov: PMI

New Delhi: India’s services
PMI marginally dipped to
58.4 in November while
employment in the seg-
ment recorded robust
growth, a monthly survey
said on Wednesday. The
seasonally adjusted HSBC
India Services Business
Activity Index was down
marginally to 58.4 from 58.5
in October as sales in-
creased at a softer pace. PTI

UPILite: RBlraises
pertransaction
limitto¥1,000

New Delhi: The Reserve Bank
on Wednesday increased
the UPI Lite wallet limit toRs
5,000 and per-transaction
limit to Rs 1,000. Currently,
the upper limit of an offline
payment transaction is Rs
500 and the total limit for of-
fline transactionsis Rs 2,000
atany pointintime.  PTI

THE ‘TRADE WATCH’
report said that countries
such as Vietnam, Thailand,
Cambodia, and Malaysia
have emerged as bigger
beneficiaries of the ‘China
Plus One’ strategy

‘TRADE WATCH’ REPORT

FACTORS SUCH AS cheaper
labour, simplified tax laws,
lower tariffs, and
proactiveness in signing
FTAs have played a crucial
role in expanding their
export shares

the US announced export restric-
tions on computer chip-making
equipment, software, and high-
bandwidth memory chips, China
retaliated on Tuesday by banning
exports of gallium, germanium,
antimony, and other key high-
tech materials to the US.

The fresh trade war is signifi-
cant because “connecting
economies”, perceived as neutral
and not aligned with either the US
or China, such asIndia, have bene-
fited from the geopolitical tensions
between the two nations since
Trump’s first term. Responding to
a question about Trump’s recent
tariff threats, the former com-
merce secretary noted that the US
is India’s largest trading partner
and thatIndia-USrelations extend
beyond trade, being deeply rooted
ingeopolitical and cultural dimen-
sions. “There is a huge upside in

improving trade ingoods and serv-
ices. There is 70 per cent of world
trade where our share is less than
1 per cent. This is where the op-
portunity lies. We need to explore
new markets and new products,”
Subrahmanyam said. On a pro-
posal fora 25 per cent hike in steel
import duties, Suman Bery, Vice
Chairperson of NITI Aayog, com-
mented: “There are points of prin-
ciple and there are points of prag-
matism. If someone produces
cheaply in the world and others
are buying, you are reducing your
competitiveness by putting up a
barrier,and there are downstream
consequences for domestic mar-
ket users of the product.”

He added, “In this particular
case, we are talking abouta source
of supply whichis not considered
a market economy and is rela-
tively opaque in its means of sup-

port to its industry, which is ex-
hibiting a way of oversupply.”

Notably, in Q1 FY25, Indian
iron and steel exports experienced
a massive decline (33 per cent),
primarily due to weak domestic
demand and excess capacity in
China, which led toan oversupply
of steelin global markets, the NITI
Aayog report stated.

On Trump’s trade policies,
Arvind Virmani, member NITI
Aayog,remarked thatageneral 10
per cent tariff by the US on all im-
ports would not negatively affect
India. “But a 60 per cent tariff on
China will open up opportunities
for India. In the short term, there
could be a shock,” Virmani said.

The ‘Trade Watch’ report,
meanwhile, said that countries
such as Vietnam, Thailand,
Cambodia, and Malaysia have
emerged as bigger beneficiaries of
the ‘China Plus One’ strategy.
Factors such as cheaper labour,
simplified tax laws, lower tariffs,
and proactiveness in signing Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs) have
played a crucial role in expanding
their export shares.

The report also highlighted
that ongoing trade fragmentation
stems from strict export control
measures imposed by the US on
Chinese goods to limit China’s

growth and technological
progress. While China remains
India’s leading competitor across
most export categories, countries
like Brazil, Indonesia, and South
Africa generally trail India.
However, Malaysia and Thailand
outperformIndia in select sectors,
such as electrical machinery.
ForIndia, the ironand steel in-
dustry, which represents 23.5 per
cent of its EU exports, faces the
highest exposure under the
Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), the report
said. Indian firms could incur tar-
iffs of 20-35 per cent, leading to
higher costs, reduced competi-
tiveness,and lower demandinthe
EU market. “Compliance costs are
also expected torise due to there-
quirement for detailed emissions
reporting,” the report said.
“Several studies assessing the
EU’s CBAM identify African and
Asian countries as the most vul-
nerable toits effects. CBAM, aimed
at preventing carbon leakage, will
apply to high-riskimports suchas
cement, iron and steel, alu-
minium, fertilisers, electricity,and
hydrogen starting in January
2026.Itmandates the purchase of
CBAM certificates, reflecting the
carbon emissions linked to these
goods,” the report added.

Will Reserve Bank go for a CRR cut?

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 4

ALTHOUGH THERE seems tobea
broad consensus that the reporate
— the key policy rate — is likely to
remainunchanged at 6.5 per cent
in the three-day monetary policy
review that got underway
Wednesday, there is an expecta-
tion that the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) may announce a cut in the
cashreserve ratio (CRR). The calls
for a reduction in the CRR have
gained momentum amid a tight
liquidity condition in the banking
system and shockingly low gross
domestic product (GDP) growth,
which slowed to a seven-month
low of 5.4 per cent in the July-
September 2024 quarter.

The reduction in the CRR will
be a signal that the RBI is keen on
easing the monetary policy, with-

percentage of a bank’s total de-
posits that it is required to main-
taininliquid cashwiththeRBlasa
reserve. At present, the RBI has
fixed CRRat4.5 per cent. The
CRR percentage is deter-
mined by the RBI from time
totime.Banks donotgetany
interest on this amount,
which is kept as CRR from |

EXPLAINED

dition in the system, some ana-
lysts feel that the RBI may an-
nounce acutinthe CRRinthe up-
coming monetary policy. While
the RBI's Monetary
Policy Committee
(MPC) decides on the
repo rate and policy
@ | stance, the responsi-
bility of liquidity

the RBI. The CRR is a tool

out cutting the repo rate. used by the RBI to manage infla-
What is Cash Reserve tion and check excessive lending.
Ratio (CRR)? CRR cut expected?

The CashReserve Ratio(CRR)isthe Given the tight liquidity con-
ON BETS OF POLICY EASING

measures lies solely
with the RBI.

The RBI may reduce the CRR
either by 25 basis points (bps) or
50 bps, analysts said. One basis
point is one-hundredth of a per-

centage point. This would be the
first cut in the CRR in more than
4.5 years.

“The liquidity in the banking
system has tightened because of
the RBI'sactions to stabilise the ru-
pee. There have been a lot of dol-
lar sales (by the RBI), which has af-
fected the overall liquidity in the
system. In December, liquidity will
further tighten due to outflows re-
lated to payment of advance tax,
goods and services tax (GST),and
quarter-end demand for credit.
Under this situation, some kind of
a permanent measure can be an-
nounced (by the RBI), which could
be a CRR cut or OMO purchase,”
said Madan Sabnavis, chief econ-
omist, Bank of Baroda.

The RBI has been selling dol-
lars in the forex market to check
the rupee volatility caused due to
continued foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPI) selling and strength-
ening of the US dollar. Since
October 1, the rupee has depreci-
ated nearly 1 per cent against the
dollar. FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

India 10-year bond yield drops to 3-year low

REUTERS
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 4

INDIAN GOVERNMENT bond
yields declined on Wednesday,
with the 10-year benchmarkyield
falling to its lowest level in nearly
three years, on rising optimism
over monetary policy easing from
the Reserve Bank of India this
week. The spread between the 10-
year bond yield and central bank’s
key interest rate also slipped to
lowest level in over seven years.

The benchmark 10-year yield
ended at 6.6845 per cent, lowest
level since February 18 2022, as
compared with its previous close
of 6.7121 per cent.

“In our base case, we expect a
repo rate cut of 25 bps in
December versus earlier expecta-
tion of February,” said Gaura
Sengupta, chief economist at IDFC
First Bank. “Given the current lig-
uidity conditions, the rate cut
would need to be accompanied
with some liquidity easing meas-
ure for it to be effective.” Data last

IndiGo ranked among worst airlines
globally by AirHelp; airline refutes survey

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

INDIA’S LARGEST airline IndiGo
hasbeenlisted among the world’s
worst airlines by European air pas-
senger claims processing and fa-
cilitating agency AirHelp, which
has ranked the airline at the 103rd
spotoutof atotal of 109 airlinesin
the rankings. Reacting to the
AirHelp rankings, IndiGo has re-
futed the survey and even ques-
tioned its credibility.

AirHelp releases an annual
ranking of international airlines
and airports. The rankings for air-
lines are based on three criteria —
on-time performance, customer
opinion, and processing of com-
pensation claims. According to
AirHelp, the three criteria con-
tribute to the airline’s score in
equal measure, or 33.33 per cent
each. In its 2024 report, AirHelp
gave IndiGoa score 0f4.80, placing
itatthe 103rd spotamong 109 air-

lines in the list. The only other
Indianairline on the listis Air India,
which has been ranked 61 witha
score of 6.15. Brussels Airlines has
been ranked at the pole position,
followed by Qatar Airways, and
United Airlines with scores of 8.12,
8.11,and 8.04, respectively.
“India’s aviation regulator
DGCA (Directorate General of Civil
Aviation), publishesdataonairline
punctuality and customer com-
plaints monthly. IndiGo has con-
sistently scored high on punctual-
ity and has the lowest customer
complaint ratio for an airline of its
size and scale of operations. The

File

data published in the survey by
AirHelp, an EU claim processing
agency, does not report the sam-
ple size from India, and neither
takes into account the methodol-
ogy or compensation guidelines
used by the global aviation indus-
try — casting a doubt on its credi-
bility,” IndiGo said in a statement.
“As India’s most preferred airline,
IndiGo refutes the findings of this
survey and reiterates its promise
of on-time, affordable, courteous
and hassle-free travel experience
for its customers,” the airline
added. FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

The benchmark 10-year
yield ended at 6.6845 %,
lowest level since Feb 18
2022, as compared with
its previous close of
6.7121%

week that showed a sharp slow-
down in the country’s economic
growth to 5.4 per cent in the July-
September quarter. The Reserve
Bank of India’s (RBI) rate-setting

panel began its three-day meet-
ing on Wednesday.

Bond yields and overnight in-
dex swaprates - the closestindica-
tor of interest rate expectations -
have been declining since last
Friday after the data signalled that
the central bank could loosen
monetary policy via alower cash
reserve ratio (CRR) for banks.

Market participants estimated
thata 50 bps cutin the CRR could
release over 1.1 trillion rupees ($13
billion) into the banking system
immediately.
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Spike in cocaine, contraband
cigarettes, currency seizures:

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

SEIZURES OF drugs such as co-
caine and methamphetamine,
contraband cigarettes, and illicit
foreign currency by the
Directorate  of  Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) have seen a
sharp rise over the past year.

According to DRI's latest
Smuggling in India report, the
agency conducted 47 cocaine
seizures worth Rs 975 crore in
FY24 — more than double the
number recorded in the previous
financial year. The quantity of co-
caine smuggled into India, prima-
rily through airports, increased by
9 per cent to 107 kg during the
same period.

Methamphetamine smug-
gling hasalso spiked, especially in
northeastern states like Assam
and Mizoram, according to DRI's
latest bulletin. While FY24
recorded meth seizures of 136 kg,
the first half of FY25 alone saw 123
kg confiscated in 11 cases.

The bulletin highlights that
free trade warehousing zones in
West Asia, particularly in Dubai,
are becoming major transit hubs
for contraband cigarette smug-
gling from Southeast Asia to India.
The first half of FY25 saw cigarette
seizures climb by 19 per cent,
reaching 3.95 crore sticks, com-
pared to 3.31 crore sticks during
the same period in FY24.

Illicit foreign currency seizures
have also surged. DRI officials
seized Rs 13.8 crore in foreign cur-
rency during the first half of FY25,
surpassing the Rs 12.4 crore con-
fiscated in all of FY24. Additionally,
the agency uncovered a Rs 576
crore trade-based money laun-
dering (TBML)racket. The scheme
involved importing cheap electri-
calgoods and cosmetics atinflated
prices to channel foreign ex-
change out of the country.

Dip in gold seizures

us One’ opportunity: NIT| Aayog Anti-smugsling agency

File photo of cocaine seized by the Directorate of Revenue

Intelligence.

Express File

InFY24, DRI seized 1,319 kg of
smuggled gold, slightly lower than
over 1,450kg confiscated in FY23.
Land routes, particularly from
Myanmar, Bangladesh, and Nepal,
contributed to 55 per cent of the
seizures while air routes, increas-
ingly from certain African and
Central Asian countries, con-
tributed to 36 per cent.

“Gold smuggling in India has
evolved with smuggling syndi-
cates now employing ‘mules’ with
diverse profiles, including foreign
nationals and families, alongside
insiders. Smuggling syndicates
even leverage international de-
parture gates, where airport
workers and other staff collude in
smuggling gold from transit pas-
sengers,” the report said.

In a major heist in July, the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)
seized 108 kg of gold being smug-
gled on mules by two porters in
eastern Ladakh. The investigation
was handed over to DRI “given the
wider ramifications”, which has
led to the arrest of ten people in-
volved in the smuggling.

Lower heroin and ganja
seizures

“Inrecentyears, India has wit-
nessed a marked increase in the
availability and use of a wide
range of narcotic substances,” the
report said. “Comparison of nar-
cotics seizures over the past five
years indicates an increasing
trend for cocaine, while both
heroin and ganja have shown a
decreasing trend in terms of
quantity,” itadded.

InFY24, DRIbooked 109 cases

involving 8,224 kg of narcotic
drugs and psychotropic sub-
stances. This included 107 kg of
cocaine (Rs 975 crore), 49 kg of
heroin (Rs 365 crore), 236 kg of
mephedrone (Rs 357 crore), and
136 kg of methamphetamine (Rs
275 crore).

Seizures of contraband ciga-
rettes stood at 9.1 crore sticks in
FY24 valued at Rs 179 crore. The
majority of the smuggling was
through sea routes.

“Apart from the Myanmar-
India border, the smuggling syn-
dicates based in South East Asia
and the Middle East carry out ma-
jor operations through sea route.
Free Trade Warehousing Zones in
the Middle Eastare emergingasa
major transit point from where
cigarette- concealed consign-
ments are shipped to India.
Thoughillicit cigarettes are report-
edly manufactured in certain
South East Asian countries, it ap-
pears that the consignments are
initially shipped to Dubai from
southeast Asiaand thenre-routed
toIndia,” the bulletin noted.

Wildlife smuggling

In five operations, DRI seized
53.5kgof elephant tusks in FY24.
Other wildlife items seized across
the country include leopard skins,
live pangolins, pangolin scales,
parakeets, live peacocks, peacock
feathers, and Indian turtles. The
Wildlife Protection Act was
amended in 2023 to authorise
customs officers under Section
50(1)(c) to seize illegally traded
wildlife within the country, effec-
tive from April 1,2023.

If govt is going to protect steel
producers, needs to save 8 lakh
MSME:s too: EEPC Chairman

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

ANY DUTY hike on steel imports
to protect steel manufacturers will
have a detrimental impact on
small industries that are already
grappling with numerous chal-
lenges, Pankaj Chadha, Chairman
of the Engineering Export
Promotion Council (EEPC) of India,
said on Wednesday.

This follows reports that the
Ministry of Steel has proposed a 25
per cent increase in duty to shield
domestic manufacturers from
steel being dumped into India by
China,aswell asasurge inimports
from several countries with which
India has a Free Trade Agreement
(FTA). “MSMEs are not being in-
vited to the ongoing consultations
to address trade-related issues
faced by the steel industry. Discus-
sions about a duty hike will hurt

the downstream industry. Our
perspective is straightforward: if
protection is being provided for
steel producers, there mustalso be
protection for MSMEs. You cannot
have a situation where producers
are safeguarded while the 8 lakh
MSMEs are left without support,”
Chadhassaid.

He added that while the bal-
ance sheets of large steel manu-
facturers remain robust, those of
around 8 lakh MSMEs areina pre-
carious state. Within EEPC, 50 per
cent of exportvalueis contributed
by MSME members, and 60 per
cent of its members are MSMEs.

“How will MSMEs compete
with international players? The
steel sector should be addressed,
but not at the expense of other
sectors. For instance, Japanese
steel shipments are currently
stuckat ports due todelaysinissu-
ing No Objection Certificates
(NOCs). These products are un-

available in India, and shipments
have been stalled for the last three
months,” Chadha said.
Meanwhile, a report by the
Global Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI)stated thatIndia’s steel im-
ports are “neither excessive nor
unwarranted.” According to the re-
port, half of these imports consist
of critical raw materials for domes-
tic production, while 40 per cent
are specialised items that India
does not produce in sufficient
quantities. “Despite this, restrictive
import policies continue to stifle
the industry. The Steel Ministry’s
inefficient processes not only bur-
denbusinesses butalsorisk exem-
plifying the challenges of India’s
business environment. Immed-
iate, high-level intervention is es-
sential to streamline procedures
and support the growth of the
steel sector,” the GTRI report said.
FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com
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BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly owned by Government of Karnataka undertaking)

(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

REVISED NOTIFICATION INVITING TENDER (NIT)

(Through KPP portal)

BESCOM invites tender through KPP portal from the eligible Bidders for the following works in
E-12 sub division, Whitefield division, Bangalore East Circle, BMAZ (North), BESCOM under
Total turnkey on percentage basis quoting.

Sl.

No. Enquiry No.
BESCOM/2024-25/
1 EL/WORK _

INDENT220

Particulars

|Conversion of 11kV Overhead line into|
Under Ground (UG) cable and Laying of
Optic Fibre cable (OFC) along with UG cable
wherever necessary in E-12 sub division.

Amount put to Tender
in Rs. (Excluding GST)

15,64,81,002.00

2 EL/WORK_
INDENT221

BESCOM/2024-25/|Conversion of LT Overhead line into Aerial
Bunched (AB) cable at various locations of
E-12 sub division.

9,37,87,949.00

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Bid documents available from:

09.12.2024 onwards.

Last date for submission of Bids:
09.01.2025 @ 15:00 Hrs. Opening of Technical bids: 10.01.2025 @ 15:30 Hrs. Last date for
seeking clarifications: 20.12.2024 @ 17:30 Hrs. Pre-Bid meeting: 21.12.2024 @ 11:00 Hrs.
Venue: Conference Hall, 3rd Floor, BELAKU BHAVANA, Block-Il, Corporate office, BESCOM,
K. R. Circle, Bangalore-560 001.
The bid documents can be downloaded and necessary assistance can be obtained through
Karnataka Public Procurement Portal (KPPP) from the website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in,
KPP portal Help Desk: Phone No: +91-8046010000, +91-8068948777, E-mail: support@
eprochelpdesk.com. Aspiring bidders needs to be registered on Karnataka Public Procurement
Portal (KPPP). Bidders can take the assistance from the KPP during working hours.

For Electricity related complaints call: 1912
Download “BESCOM Mithra” Mobile APP

Chief General Manager, Electy.,

Sd/-

Projects, BESCOM

Construction
Construction

Construction

| Various types of Electrical works for Construction

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
faferr gem/2024-25
Frefafaa wrl & AT /AT TR & AR [l td e 1k el # dsiiha Td el dagen ¥ HuiRa
o= H E-UrerRE= UfsRa 7 s ffaerd st i S g

No. NIT/2024-25/22196-212

wrd @ feremor

of Multipurpose Indoor Hall at Rajgarh, Distt. Churu.
UBN: RRC2425WSOB00699

of ITI Vijapur District Chittorgarh.

UBN: RRC2425WLOB00706

['SITC of various LV Components at Ajmer Court Building, Ajmer.

UBN: RRC2425WSOB00705

UBN: RRC2425WLOB00709

faferer & weifera go= § ffaer Yoo, wRiET Ui, SR w1 9 e @ ahie |fed e faere o
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc T @I S FHAT § | 2% Hagh! 1 0 fefiea sweam &
HTEH | J9EEE http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in W IRREE FHEMT MRTF T |

TIMEA  JeEe

of ITI Building at Gagariya, Barmer. UBN: RRC2425WLOB00697 620.00 -356/ |

of Court Complex & Advocate Chambers at Sri Ganganagar.

Date 03.12.2024

wd W Fw ffe |
FgEE

| T (F) wE

Lakh 24-25
17380.00 439, |
Lakh 24-25
762129 sreramet |
Lakh 4-360/

24-25
305.22 $-361/
Lakh 24-25

7203823 | 3362/ |
Lakh 24-25

http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in T

HESeh

Prayagraj Nagar Nigam

—— " H )
(=) {-_—-_ ¥ 1, Sarojini Naidu Marg, “l 7
NI Prayagraj-211001 Uttar Pradesh e
E-TENDER NOTICE,
Nit No/ 636 ENV/2024/25 Date: 03/12/2024

This is to inform to all prospective bidders having the required qualification mentioned in
the RFP document that Municipal Corporation Prayagraj invites Request for Proposal for
“Procurement, Installation & Maintenance of Decorative Artifact & Horticulture Work for

Mahakumbh in Prayagraj”.

Schedule For Tender

"Sano | Activity
2 Tender Document Availability
3 Last date of Bid submission
3 Technical Bid opening Date

For more details, please visit the website at
http://www.etender.up.nic.in.

04/12/2024
T 13/12/2024

Date Time
09:00 hrs onwards
up to 15:00 hrs

16:00 hrs onwards |

Sd/-
(Uttam Kumar Verma)
Environment Engineer
Prayagraj Nagar Nigam

13/12/2024 |
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(A Govt. Agency under Energy Department)
2" Floor, Vidyut Bhawan, Building Mo- |, Baily Road,
Patna - 800021, Bihar

Website: www.breda.bih.nic.in Email: breda_govi@gmail.com

gﬁ%p Bihar Renewable Energy Development Agency (BREDA)
mﬂ]ﬂﬁ

Tel: 0612-2505734 Fax: 0612-2505572, Toll Free No. - 18003456204

File No AR-15012/1/2024-SECT-1-AR 1637

Commission (ARC) in terms of Government
Notification No. AR-15012/1/2024-SECT-1-AR
dated 06/11/2024.

1. Chairperson, ARC - A retired Secretary/
Additional Secretary to the Government of India
(or equivalent), or Retired Chief Secretary to the
State Government (or equivalent)

The detailed information about the job profile and
expectations of the State Government from the
proposed Administrative Reforms Commission
(ARC) and terms of appointment, and format for
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Tl forfly . . .. . and opening of Tender : Date of closing of e- heipasleproc.punjab.gov.in
3- P Frem SeeeE = fere 19.122024 7 R 25122024 & 03:00 99 SRS up the following posts in the Administrative Reforms tender at 15:00 hours on 26.12 2024, Date No. W817PH GATP-06/24

of apening of e-lender after 15:30 hrs. on
26.12.2024. 5. Website particulars
hittp:fwaw ireps govin. - No manusl tender
will b2 accaphad against e-lendaring,
Raitway Administration reserves the right to
reject any or all the lenders without
assigning any reason whalsoever.
Lhivisional Railway Manager
{Commercial)/ECR/Dhanbad
PRIDIGITIDHN/Coml. T/24-25/36

=y Fras wevea, [MAEreTiw | THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5,2024

; : 2. Member, ARC - A retired All India Services OFFICE OF THE ST, AT A So TRt HeTe Sahawer e 2.
I e state. bihar.gov.in/prdbihar w31 <3 o sl £ S . . . EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 03. I-ffaeen weae femier 05.12.2024 & 26.12.2024 o/ RH -ffaa
PR- 13877 (WR D) 2024-25 T /Central Civil Services /State Civil Services CONSTRUCTION DIVISION (E/M), RO S R 26.12.2024 TUT 03.00 AT 1.
A9 B AR, garE HY G oRar| fears yavea, femeriE)| officer U.P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN), (Foreierer @2mET)
GHAZIABAD

Letter No.: 3853MVividh-7/183
Dated : 02.12.2024

SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender for "Servicing & over-
hauling of 03 phase/415V/250KW
Crompton Greaves make Induction

T ToTvad SEw, STUR S, YU 411007, T SR 020- 256080159/175/405

3-fafaer e
I9Erdiel "E-Tender for providing Academic & Supervisory Personnel
Services to YASHADA, Pune by Service Provider Agency for the year 2024-
2026" I HHS AHifR ST Tefiehgea Wam o QU1 STI9a STHUTT Hafe
HIIRiRg Fere o+ feieh 05.12.2024 7 26.12.2024 1 FHAFHT 3~
fafergr wmfauand aq emeq.

02. &R 3-ffaar sRuardt www.mahatenders.gov.in a1 TehaeIaIaR STETeH 3T
ffoerern miedae www.yashada.org a1 GhaeoiadeR TEUATEE! STeTst

MINOR IRRIGATION DIVISION, SIMDEGA

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

e-Procurement Tender Notice

Two Envelope System
Tender Reference No. WRD/MID/SIMDEGA/BD/SLI — 08/ 2024-25

: it .o . . . : - Letter No. Date :-04/12/2024
-]
DOURE MM B Boet submission of apphcatlon are available on the motor & VT F'Lll'ﬁp satNo. 3Including Name of the work:- Construction of Solar Lift Irrigation 1
RFP NO:- BREDA/RFP/BEES15/2024-25 supply & fitting of bearings, coupling 1.
; o . N TSN ; * ; Scheme at Parkala Block- Kurdeg
(Through cnline E-pm:unlement mede only- hitps:/faproc bihargowin) website https ://arungovard.nlc.ln . and other associated works mcludmg 5 Estimated Cost (Rs) TR I=0
Bihar Renewable Energy Development Agenty [BREDA|, a Government Agency under Enesgy t ' A | ' ° . bl Dt S
: { 5 .. . : esting & commissioning at 100 3 Cost of Tender Paper (R Rs. 10,000=00
Departrvent, Government of Bihar invites Request for Proposals (RFP) for “Su of Emergy Efficlent Appliances b.a. - . per (Rs.) s. 1Y,
L Bl LD Tl e 8 B D el rerste e Eal G it St a:mT:im-su:;* ’ The desiring candidates are advised to check Cusec Ganga Jal WTP, Siddharth 4. | Farest MoneyDeposit (Rs.) Rs. 2.16,400=00
. : : : i i "5 Invi 5. Ti fC letion. 335d 11 Month
) Earmest Monay I Bid the above website and submit application along Vinar, Ghaziabad' s Imvited by LLF. me of Completion B
m; — Bupesit ender Document Cost PYGORSENE . ) ] ) Jal ngﬂi’ﬂ I:'uftla r'l} that shall be 6. Mode of Submission of Tender 'harkhandtendis ov.in
' fEna) bes with all 1ts enclosures in electronic format at purchased from 06.12.2024 to e S S WWWJ -BOV.
75, 11,500.00 E 1 ¢ . . bef: 16.12.2024. Last date of receipt of . on website Date 13/12/2024 Time 2:00PM.
— . s 3000000 e T 0 181 mail: secy-part-arn@nic.in on or before tender is 16.12.2024 upto 15:00 hrs. (http://iharkhandtenders.gov.in )
| Supply of Energy Efficeenit Appliances ie. LEDSulb, | Tobe pad through Mem-fefundable i : :
1 L0 Tubalight B BiDC Cesding Fan 1o the Selocied Intesrmnt Payment lo b paid through anline modos E'r';' I"Er: 1 7th January 2025 . and tender 511.3“ be Open on LaStde'tgijImzfor downloaglng Date 27/12/2024 Time up to 5:00
Govt. Schanls aomas Bihar Sate Gatmway (PG L Irtarnat Payment Gatessy i 17.12.2024 at 15:30 hrs. onwards at 8. 0 _ 1. ng documents an . PM.
Challan {Credit/ Debit Card], Net Banking, Sd/- office of the Superintending submission of tender on website :
e Yashpal Garh Enginesr, Construction Circle {EM) Submission of Tender Fee and Start Date—13/ll2){31024 Time- 2:00
Ording Downdoad af Terdar darumaent [On pproc? portal) U to 0012000 fup b 23510 M) p LIP Jﬂr Nigﬂfﬂ tumanl:' Ghﬂ.ﬂﬂhﬂd 9. EMD Last Date- 27/12/2624 Time- 5:00
1171212024 at 11:00 Hs. Commissioner to the The cost of tender document is PM
Date B Time of Pro-Bid Meetrg [Physcal] Bihar Benewabls Energy Development Apency, 2nd Floce, Yidyut Bhawan, 1,000+18% GST. All other conditions Technical Bid Opening Date .
Bullfing No. 2, Badey Rigad, Patng - BOO0Z1, Bihar Government of Arunachal Pradesh shall be as per NIT and tender 10. ! Date- 30/12/2024 Time- 02.00 PM
Last Diste Tor Online submitsion: of Bid (On epeoc? poatal| 3013H024 up bo 22:30 krs. DIPMARN/OO 1 770_3/24 IEIHEUTTIEF'IL 1 Officer Inviting Bids EXECUTIY}ER?(I?S,%I\E:R’MINOR
Last Date of Submission of Proaf of Cost of Bdding DIVISION,SIMDEGA.
Dooument Fes, Earnest Money Depasit (EMD] Fee and 4110030 up to 14:00 Hres Contact no. of Procurement
Tender Documerit in Hard Cogr in Original, 12(a) 7004377291
STEfI&Th B HEATTH ® | e Reer midivsimdg@gmail.com
Date B, Time for Opening of Technical Bid 11/12/2024 3t 15:30 His ’ E-mail of e-procurement Officer
- @a— ﬁlﬁa’ ]:lga' %‘ﬁﬂ'r ]:lg-lﬁa'la-q' ST, gHdS Helpline number of e-
[ate of Dpering of Fnsncial Bid T b paci ] 20y T hrics? Bad Evahuation [Fitps: /fepnadd bikar gowin | Q b 13. PIr)ocurement cell. 0651-2491232 |
The REF Bad dacuments are avaabie 33 wehsite hitps/fepracd bivargawin . It may b nated that submession of Earnes Money Deposit W — 1650 / SNMMCH ﬁ:ﬂ—cﬁ — 04.12.2024 Note:-

» Work will be awarded to those bidders {specially MNRE approved channel
partners/MNRE approved manufacturers/ MNRE approved PV system
integrators/ A registered manufacturers/ Company/ Firm/ Corporation in India
(including MSME of Jharkhand) of at least one of the major sub system namely
pumps or PV System electronics (confirming to National/ International
Standards)/ any other agencies having experience of installation and
commissioning of such solar powered irrigation schemes}. Empanelled
Indigenous Manufacturers of 10.HP pumps (AC/DC Surface water Pumps) in
the department with all accessories for off-grid stand alone SPV water pumping
systems can also take part in the bid for executing the whole work of the bid.
However those bidders who have not yet registered in Water Resources
Department can also submit their bid provided they will have to get themselves
registered in Water Resources Department within two months from the date of
allotment of work.

»  Only e-Tender will be accepted.

Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Executive Engineer,
M.IL.Division,Simdega. |

[ERALY) han to be done befare techro commerdal Bid Qpening thraugh Online mode Le. Imternet BankingBTGE only, failing which the
iendér shall be summarily rejected

DI _fAfdar ==

eI et Hedr fafdbaar Ferfdenery sRudra, g=ere | foxiig a¥ 2024—25 & forw A9®
TR & Il 1 S Aftqhd fdave | wee e deal b Aeifdared sradrd, gera
H SrfSrseTiUd T I3 & Riferexil & RitfelT gq 2—dTell &z (2-bid system) & =i &l
iRl % Hevag Tl MfdaT i3 fasar Simar 2 | fifder ura &t a1 sifem fafe— 19.12.2024
@ AT 05:00 Fo7 Tb 81T | AfAET BTA—81T Ud Wi URT & AT ¥ IR & Braferd H
STHT AT BT | fdere | ured Mifder R {99 T80 fhar ST | segd Hdad Mfdar 9 Hefed
BT fohell ¥ prifeaq & SeNewder & Brield § 3MTH) UTd B Johd 2 |

1 Coxt ol 800 will be paid through anline mode {Internet BankingfBTGS) to BREDY,, Pabna

2. EMD {0 io be deposited through ondine maode {Intermet BankingBTES)

1 Bid processing fee as menticned in website hittps/Yeproc2.bihar.gaven will be paid through ondne mode (intemet
HarikingATES|

4. b additsan tethe submission of Cost aof bEdding dooument & EXMD anline payment recelpt, the Original Hard Copies of
thie tenoer desuments mug De subimittad in BREDA office "Wiiyut Bhawan Bidlding Ma.- 1, 2nd Floor, Bailey Raad,
Farnd up o 14:00 Hes of 311220349 @ nareal mood e, Tading wehich bed shall be Svvnarily regpcted

5. Terndsr ey b2 cancefled &0 arry stoge by the commgetent autharity withsat assigring any resson whol o

B BREDA doesn’t the ary responsibility Tor the delsy Mror-cbmizsion of tender/mon-recemciliation of anlne payment
cauted dus to mon-availatility of internel caonnectan, network trafic/holidays or any other easons

V. Tender document abang with Generalf Specal condition, bids and any carngendumfaddendum of the tender are

Eproc? Hedpdesk Detats: Toll Free Mumben; Q3005726571 Emall 1D egroc? sippart @ behac gosin, Working Howrd: §8:00
AR to 0700 PR (A days in week except few Selected stabs hobdays]
Wil parbcipabing in =-tendesng process, the bidder shall haees to got themaelves registered to gek uder 10, Passwords and

PR 341193 Health Med Edu
and Family Welfare(24-25).D

PR 341154 Simdega(24-25).D

For further details pkease visit © www.state. bihar.gov.in/prdbihar ESE
PR- 014028 (Energy) 2024-25

BREDA, Patna

REGD, NO.D.L.-33004/99

Government of Telangana
Commissioner of Printing,
Stationery and Stores
Purchase Department,

Chanchalguda, Hyderabad,
r IGCP /

2024-1.0.No 560584

qj;!ﬁa e fRrard @ o s
fféra s E IEn-03/2024-25
#ad go Ffda vgf & s wm daurde (www.eproc2 bihargouin ) T
wde®! ¥ i 51 W FHfae
1 | fastrasraTar =1 <+  wrduTdS AHAT, g fHarg gdSe, ArTelyr |

- fasmu= et & &Y i 29 /11 /2024 Ehe Gazette Of 3udla Printing Raw Matarials -
ferfex 73 ltems
e . 5 _ = 1.1 —S1 .U —31.—27112024—258960 Bid Closing Date:
qfRumeT faus ura el fasTa—30 / 12 / 2024 Fa=tia —ug:/ 01/2025 CG-DL-E-27112024-258960 06.12.2024 @ 03.00 P.M,
3 | o8 Tt va e IYITEST 5.00 9ol d® F{p d9dIEC S S A FOCERRMTE Povtal
www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in u¥ | EXTRAORDINARY e 1"ﬂ|l:l-f-I
= b J 1 ommissiomar
: . = < j— — . = el 3 . - »
o [t e e, [ 5% AP, oy st S B e 3 o e s o e o
forfer ga s i i PART Il—Section 3—Sub-section (ii)
Fol ¥ YT 3.00 g9 Td& |
. | FIfaeT sgets ae & fa<fie—09 /01 /2025 @1 3UTE-1 500 46l o [Hb wifumit & gy [®] EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [@]
gifaw faf#r va wwa da¥is < www.eproc2.bihargovin @Y I PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY E-TENDER NOTICE
daa-Na Fifaer Wiad @ | [R9e—-10 /01 /2025 &1 yaled 1000 a6 4 : == SHOER NOTICE fte AL
6 A : : feeell, gUaR, Tawx 27, 2024/3wEM0T 6, 1946 OTH0324
RIS 29 WA WHETHIE BIATT | 1? - jgg;]]NEw?)iLHI WEENESDAY NOVEMBER 27, 2024/AGRAHAYANA 6, 1946 M oleabitoftethpin o
G GICARGIEEHE GOl ) 0. s ’ ) s inkyosan make Elecironic Interlocking at 03
7 oty i fasr®—10 /01 /2025 | 9 | Stations (AUBR. PRY & GRRU) in
4 o MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS connection with: Removal of force layoul
: | i st e sferre e AT A A A NOTIFICATION e e L o
New Delhi, the 27th November, 2024 a5 common loop at AUBR Station, Provision
9 | FFifaer @ d=ran @ srafe 120 T&= S.0. 5081 (E). - Whereas by the notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Road of over run fine in Up loop ling at PRY Station
10 | wra #+ Raveh — Transport and Highways, S.0. 4123 Dated: 20/09/2024, published in Gazette of India, Extraordinary, & Provision of over run line in DN loop ne &
Mt it Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (ii) issued under sub-section (1) of section 3A of the National Highway GRREU Stalion in DOU Division. 2, Approx,
afsmer—fig= PR e A Act, 1956 (48 of 1956) (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), the Central Government declared its Cast of the work . ¥3,02,78.085.74 (Threa
s | WA W e wraf W'_ﬁm intention to acquire the land specified in the Schedule annexed to the said notification for building Crore Two Lakh Seventy Eight ThﬂUEﬂ"F‘
urdwloa A (o) 1k e el of (widening/four-laning, etc.), maintenance, management and operation of Greenfield Highway in the Eighty F"‘:"" and F_E‘*'SE' Seventy Four only).
i | T F1 AW Faam LLCEE Lkl af | (e s {W“ﬁq} ([Fad | F 9 stretch of land from Km. 15 to Km. 47 in the village(s) namely- Badhi Mazra, Balu, Jogipura, Kalsi Taluk- 3. Eames! Money iﬂ..liﬂ.rl{lll-- tThreeL?ﬁh
(e #) ; givemda ae § | amly Nakud in the district of S\HARANPUR in the state of UTTAR PRADESH One . Thousand Four Hundred only.)
(e #) | Aie # ) 4. Closing date & time for Sub of
a7 Tﬁ"ﬂr} And whereas the substance of the said notification has been published in “The Tribune” v e ,g'ﬁ Ll bl 0
(ot ) . . s _ : . . ) tendering. © 24.12.2024 up o 12.30 Hrs.
(e #) and “Punjab Kesari” both dated 02.10.2024; under sub-section (3) of section 3A of the said Act; 5 Wabslle paiculars: where sompiels
1 2 8 | 4 S B ' g 10 And whereas the Competent Authority has received objections filed under Section 3-C, At o te?mr s e
Faq 9 T [5ed) 9% o0 % T a0l s24 79 W ana considered and settled the same appropriately; WWWITEDS.gav N
1| e e P, o e e Pt g v m.:.?zeu AT sherdg 1290931 | 22910 | {1000 SO0 UF T And whereas, in pursuance of sub-section (1) of section 3D of the said Act, the Competent Divnl, Signal & Telecom Engineer/
Tt we wgdn fa w Foin o Authority has submitted its report to the Central Government; ECR/PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
;Hm:»{- mi? "'qu ;7} I:.T: aTrg_ ;I:-:l ;41 lﬂ.ﬁ :rnr:;rr ;rﬁﬁ (0,000 5000 Now, therefore, upon receipt of the said report of the Competent Authority and in exercise of PRID1641 -'DI:!'-U SA&TITI24-25/32
2 Iﬁf I‘-:m'ar-f: e »ﬁ?: o I#nhl”i:ﬁ-l ﬁfﬂ it | T ded | 1394867 | 23950 : ) b the powers conferred by the sub-section (1) of section 3D of the said Act, the Central Government - il '
' areg mitge R 1 Fie w0 EL] hereby declares that the land specified in the said Schedule should be acquired for the aforesaid
| 8 el e Pt s, e o Sy ' | | | o purpose;
di w1 Pl wnl, gy i w9 A aw S ? And further, in pursuance of sub-section (2) of section 3D of the said Act, the Central WEL EHA HAH#. VN
¢ mrjﬂ[ul:u ‘:': ;I‘I]::' ﬂ, w ::;"['ﬂ."T‘_Fi";f_]pr}:?..:lj}m e M | sz | 2q800 10.000 v o Government hereby declares that on publication of this notification in the Official Gazette, the land st L e e e
! gl Bl i phi ' specified in the said Schedule shall vest absolutely in the Central Government, free from all apesalfcp sl :
bl 23T Did 291172024 Tender No : ELTRS
| dtermyy e da 34 w3 Faie ol atfm o) 9 Al [ wherde v 5000 ' encumbrances. BRC2425LOCOPAINTING? (i) Name of the
4 | Hw 0w Pl e, dam a8 o wenie & R R LILELE Ay | 1088612 | 20,890 10,000 ) o o SCHEDULE ri with its location : Painting of Elaciric
_._Tiﬂ_ﬁ_i_&_*#??ﬂl T;IE; ?g: :Irggﬂﬁ:ﬁmm e . Brief Description of the land to be acquired, with or without structures, falling within the ":':mmm t-:;: :i?h. F'L: ;';gn?’ an?:lc irﬁ
tH o V T T g . . . . . . L !
5 | v, wehegy gl dve an et vl wde v e | ST wwt | v | 24000 10,000 30900 i Greenfield nghvyay in the s_tretch of land from KITI. 1_5to Km. 47 in the wlla_xge(s) namely- Badhi corsstAis - Exceiiel. print - kg
i Frton ad . | L Mazra, Balu, Jogipura, Kalsi Taluk-Nakud in the district of SAHARANPUR in the state of UTTAR lnce Shed Vadodara for a period of 03 Years,
. a . : ity 59010 PRADESH. (Electric Loco shed, Vadodara, W, RLY) {il)
qﬂ r L T . N | S | i - - ) y T
5| = E?rnﬂ’;ﬂﬁlr? 1 et o g | TR | sl w | e | 22690 10,000 E Approx, costof Works : 71,32, 16,843/- (il
i aH Bid Security to be Deposited : 7 2 16,100
W adl ue dbwivge dlue g Frale aid, e dae s Pl S04 (iv) Date & Time for submission of tender
7| o st o 8y P o o o do daen | TG | et | a6 | 22678 | 10.000 o & opening of tender : Tender submission
Febn am . e , g
e e iy e e et e 3900 _ through Electronically up 1o 15:00 Hrs on
g | R v v e e il el By - TR b 980910 | 19619 10,000 : i art 24122024 & open after at 15.30 Hrs on
; g & afolgr ww . _ - | | ¥ ="dam 24.12.2024 (V) Web site particulars,
;"TE* "*L““"ﬁéj’i,l‘“ ok 'T"“’Iﬁ;"{‘"rff“i::m i SEH0 [File Number: 16002/NHAI/PIU/AMB/3D] Notice board location where complete
[ 2 | =21 i o B B T LU R & PRI BE, W 1. . .
! | 4w 3% @ Pin w ﬂﬂ'ﬂII-rq"l w ey Ay dw | VIR | | 1391860 | 23,920 10,000 v District: SAHARANPUR ABHAY JAIN, Director. delails of tender can be seen & address
oot Bl il https:/legazette.gov.in of the office from where t-hu. tendar form
i R 4% 3% = Pmin a0, P dhw Bl | U ay  ati o 27 can be purchased : Electnc Loco Shed,
10 | & 9w 7 W R R e e & i HIMef Y+ HoaAaa | qrecErs | 77 O/ 10,000 SO0 ) . d ' 1 ’
e ura dbae ) Pl e e R::ps'xgﬁazett_e'g?‘:{'m . Elecirical Engineer (TRE), Elactric Loco
= - ' . et m L - ps://bhoomirashi.gov.in Shed, Mavayard, Vadodara - 320002
-Er I'Tm* Stﬂ‘h'har‘g‘w"""r P*db'h' SLATHEL H‘}'—' el Elﬂflﬁi‘i i Note : The physical copy of this notification is also available at the office of Gujarat hitps:www.ireps. govin, 241
PR- 013951 (MWRD) 2024-25 BEEIRG R CElCa R i ) ST A G B Rl 1 G Rl e oy foem W, AR CALA/PIU/PMU/RO/ED and Landowners may also see the notification there. Like us on: 3 facebook.comWesternRly

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Smritilekha Mondal D/o Jawahar
Mondal W/o Nishant Singhaal R/o
M1-205,Tower-24,Gulmohur
Garden,Raj Nagar
Extension,Ghaziabad-201017,
have changed my name to
Smrritilekhha Singhaal

0050255752-1

I Rohit s/o sh. Tilak Raj R/o i - 3/52
Third floor , sector 16 Rohini Delhi
110089 have changed my name
Rohit Dograto Rohit for all
purpose. 0050255887-1

Itis for general information that
I,POONAM,W/0 DINESH
KUMAR,R/0,D-440,MANGOL
PURI, DELHI-110083, declared
that name of my minor
daughter has been wrongly-
written as BHAVYA RAWAT in
her school record,but her
actual name is BHAWYA aged-
14-years. 0040762220-6

Itis for general information that
I,LNASEEM BANO,W/0 Mohd
Irshad,R/0,H.N0.-309,Double
Story, Welcome Seelampur-
I1I,North East-Delhi-
110053,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly-written
as NASIM BANO in my Passport
and Voter ID. The actual name
of mine is NASEEM BANO,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0040762228-5

Itis for general information that
I, Rajesh Kumar Sinha S/o
Naresh Kumar LallR/o C 4 Flat
No-1, PO-Indranagar,
Jamshedpur, Purbi Singhbhum,
Jharkhand-831004, declare that
name of mine and my father
has been wrongly written as
Rajesh Kumar Singh and
Naresh Kumar Sinha
respectively inmy
Matriculation Certificate Cum
Marksheet. The actual name of
mine and my father is Rajesh
Kumar Sinha and Naresh
Kumar Lall respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

0070938199-1

I,hitherto known as ISHTYAK
ALI,S/0-AJAB SHAH,residing
at,A-84,BHARAT-VIHAR,
KAKROLA, DWARKA, BADI-
MASJID HINDUSTAN-MEDICAL
STORE, SECTOR-15,
DWARKA,NEW DELHI-
110075,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as KAIF ALI. 0040762212-10

I,Wakeel S/o Chand Mohamad
R/0-F-447,Gali No.19,Khajoori
Khas,Karawal Nagar,Delhi-
110094,have changed my name
to Mohammad Wakeel,S/0-
Chand Mohammad.

0040762219-6

I,Priyanka D/o Charan Singh R/o
H.No.E-16, Gali-26D, Molarband
Extn. Badarpur, South Delhi-
110044, have changed my name
to Priyanka Singh for all
purposes. 0040762164-1

I,Vardan Ahuja S/o Sushil
Kumar Ahuja R/o-H No-
51,Westend,Colony,Bhagpat
Road Malyana,Opposite
Dps.Meerut Uttar,Pradesh-
250002,have changed my name
to Vardaan Kumar 0040762221-2

I,Talat Perveen,D/0-mohd.
ISHAQ,H.NO-3/17,J-
Extension,Street.No.7,Murti-
wali,Gali Kishan-KunjLaxmi-
Nagar,Delhi-110092,inform that
my father’s name Wrongly-
Written as Mohd ishaqginmy all
documents. The actual name
of my fatheris Mohammed
ishaq,for All future Perposes.

0040762228-4

I,Sushant Rajput,S/o Mr.Ranbir
Singh Rajput,R/0-802,Tower-
22 Vipul Greens,Sohna
Road,Sec-48,South City-
II,Gurugram, Haryana-
122018,inform that Sushant
and Sushant Rajput,both
names are same person.My
correct name is Sushant
Rajput. 0040762142-3

I,Shivani Rathore,D/o Deepak
Rathore,R/0-948 Shastri
Nagar,Delhi-110052 | have
change my name Shivani,to
Shivani Rathore,for all future
purpose. 0040762221-6

I,Seema,D/0 Avinash Bajaj,W/0
Pardeep Kumar,R/0-1874,Rani
Bagh,Delhi-110034,inform that
Seemaand Seema Rani,D/o
Abinash both are the names of
same and one person.

0040762212-5

I,Reena,w/0 Anil,R/0,H.No-
741/G-8, Block-D,Nathupura,
Burari, North-Delhi,Delhi-
110084,have changed the name
of my minor daughter CHAHAT
alias RAKHI shall hereafter be
known as RAKHI.

0040762212-7

I,RAM BABU RAIKWAR,S/0
Shri.SADHU RAM
RAIKWAR,R/0-
House.No.11,Main Gagan Vihar
Road,Gagan Vihar,Krishna
Nagar,Delhi-110051,have
changed my,name from RAM
BABOO(previously recorded
and known) to RAM BABU
RAIKWAR,for all purpose.Vide
affidavit No.IN-
DL84715084324289W,Date 11th-
November-2024.

0040762142-5

I,Pooja Talreja W/o Yogesh
Babbar R/0-WZ-668/5 F.F
Gali.No.2,Sri Nagar
Shakur,Basti Delhi-
110034,changed my
minor,daughter name Samaira
Babbar aged-11,Month(04-01-
2024)to Samaira Talreja Babbar

0040762221-1

I Mansi D/o Dilip Singh R/o
672/80, Mehla Mohalla,
Madanpur Khadar, VTC:Sarita
Vihar, PO:Sarita Vihar, Sub
District:Kalkaji, District:South
Delhi, Delhi-110076 have
changed my name to Mansi
Bhatifor all purposes.

0040762115-1

I,N0-15688387X,Hav Tofiq
Ahmad Parjal. In my service
records name and D o Bofmy
son has beenwrongly
mentioned as Anham Ahmad
,DOB-16-03-2014 instead of
Inam Tofiq,16-01-2014 as
mentioned in Aadhaar card. It
needs correction. Objections
be filled to HQ 15 Sect.RR,C/0 -
56 APO. 0020485358-1

I,DIVYA GUPTA W/0O SHUBHAM
GUPTAR/O 1-C/37,NEW
ROHTAK ROAD,SARAI ROHILA,
KAROL BAGH,DELHI-
110005.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DIVYA AGGARWAL.

0040762228-1

LNITIN THAKUR,S/0-MADAN PAL
SINGH,R/0 L-124,Mangol-Puri,
Delhi-110083,declared thatin
my 10th-Class Marksheet
Roll.No. 8727581 years-2010-12
name has been written as
NITIN whereas my correct
nameis NITIN THAKUR and my
Father name written as MADAN
PAL.but actual name is MADAN
PAL SINGH. 0040762220-7

I,NIRALA SINGH,S/o-Late
Sh.KANAHRI SINGH,R/o-
H.NO.82,).) COLONY,SECTOR-
16,NOIDA, DISTT.GAUTAM-
BUDH-NAGAR,UTTAR
PRADESH-201301,inform that
my,wife name ASHA SINGH and
BINA SINGH,both names are
same person,for all future
purposes. 0040762142-4

ILNEELAM SHARMA,W/0
NISHANT
SHARMA,R/O,FLAT.NO.
523,CHINAR APPARTMENT,
COSMOS GREENS, BHIWADI,
ALWAR, RAJASTHAN-
301019,have changed my name
to NEELAM,for all,future
purpose. 0040762212-8

I,DEVESHWAR PRASAD UNIYAL
S/0 NARBDESHWAR PRASAD
UNIYAL R/0-Flat No-348 Third-
Floor,Sector-9,DDA Pocket-2,
Dwarka,Delhi-110075,have
changed my minor,son name
DAKSH UNIYAL to AADITYA
UNIYAL. 0040762221-4

l,Bimala Devi,M/0,Manoj Kumar
resident of Vill:
Sabalpura,Dist:Sikar,State:
Rajasthan-332001,have
changed my name from Bimala
Devito VimlaDevivide-
affidavit dated-04 Dec-2024,at
New Delhi. 0040762220-8

I,Mohd.Mehtab,S/o Mohd lllyas
R/0-1694,Gali.No0.17,Rajiv-
GandhiNagar,New
Mustafabad, Delhi-110094,
have changed my name to
Mohammad Mahtab,S/o0
Mohammad lllyas

0040762219-5

I,Mahesh Taparia,S/o Hanuman
Chand Taparia,R/0-D-1206,
12Th.Floor,Tower-C,Nipun-
Saffron
Vally,G.T.Road,Sahibabad,
Chikamberpur,Ghaziabad,UP-
201006,have changed my name
to Mahesh Kumar Taparia,for
all purposes.

0040762212-4

I,Shrawani,D/0 Shailen Das,R/O
Flat.No-4,F/F,House,No-20-A/1,
Shera-Mohalla,East of Kailash
Delhi-110065,Have Changed my
Name to Shrawani Das.

0040762212-1

I,Madan Lal Verma,F/0,Manoj
Kumar,resident of,
Vill:Sabalpura, Dist:Sikar,
State:Rajasthan-332001,have
changed my name,from Madan
Lal Vermato Madan Lal,vide-
affidavit,dated-04-Dec 2024,at
New Delhi. 0040762220-9

ILKAMAL PREET,W/0 RAJINDER
SINGH,R/0,D-138,Sector-55,
Noida,Gautam
BudhNagar(UP),have changed
my name to KAMAL PREET
KAUR. 0040762219-3

l,Jitender Singh S/o Ram Phal
Malik, R/o0 B-52 Chhattarpur
Enclave,South Delhi-
110074,have changed my name
from Jitender Singh to Jitender
Singh Malik for future and all
purposes. 0040762186-1

I, Jaswinder Singh,S/o Balkar
Singh,R/0 WZ-201,3rd Floor
Street No-4,Virender-Nagar,
Delhi-58,have changed my
name to Jasvinder Singh.

0040762212-2

l,Jaspreet Oberoi,D/0,Shri V.S.
Oberoi,W/o-Mr.Manvinder
Singh Chawla,R/0,G-13/4,
Ground-Floor, Malviya-
Nagar,Delhi-110017,have
changed my name to Jaspreet
Oberoi Chawla,for all,future
purposes. 0040762219-2

I,Bhart Vir Bahadur,S/0-Jai
Singh R/o G-396,Gali.No.-1,G-
Block, Swaroop Nagar,Delhi-
110042,have changed my name
toBharat Veer. 0040762219-8

l,Basant S/o Hemraj,R/0,A1-101
Vatika City Homes Sector-
83,Kherki Daula Gurgaon
(Haryana)-122004,have
changed my name to Basant
Malhotra. 0040762219-9

I,Ashok Kumar,s/o-Lekh Ram
Sharmar/0,C-49,Nawal
apartments,14,Vasundhara
Enclave,Delhi-110096,Have
Changed my name to Ashok
Kumar Sharma,for
all,purposes.

0040762219-4

I, Ranjeet Mandal S/o Late
Sh.Brij Mohan Mandal,R/0.J-63,
4th-Floor,J.J Colony, Sriniwas
puri, New Delhi-110065,Have
Changed my Minor Daughter’s
Name from kumari Mahima
Mandal to Mahima Mandal

0040762189-1

I, Ram Vilas s/o Shiv Singhr/o
18/123, galino 6, east moti
bagh, Sarai Rohilla, Delhi-7
have changed my name to Her
Vilas permanently.

0040762179-1

I, REKHA WADHWA, W/0 SANJAY
WADHWA,R/0T12/ 1401,
SUPREME TOWER, SECTOR 99 -
NOIDA, GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR.UTTAR PRADESH
201301, have changed my name
to REKHA HANS for all future
purposes. 0070938203-1

I, Preeti Mittal W/o Avinish
Mittal R/o WZ-215A, G-Block,
Gali-No-13, Hari Nagar, Delhi-
110058 have changed my name
to Surinder Kaur 0070938225-1

I, PRERNA BANSAL BHOJ W/0O Sh.
MANOJ BHOJ R/0 E-403, Third-
Floor, Ramesh-Nagar,New
Delhi-110015,have changed my
name to PRERNA BANSAL.

0040762228-3

I, PARIMUGDHA NANCHAHAL
D/o Ashutosh, R/o B-115, Preet
Vihar, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
PARIMUGDHA CHATTERJEE.

0040762206-2

I,Anil Kumar Malhotra,S/o Tulsi
Das Malhotra,R/0 C1/475,First
Floor, Palam Vihar,Gurgaon
(Haryana)-122017,have
changed my name to Anil
Malhotra. 0040762219-7

I,Ahtishamuddin,S/o Shri
Alauddin,R/0-Plot.No.14,3rd
Floor,Chamelian Road,Model
Basti, Bara Hindu Rao,Delhi-
110006,have changed my name
to Ahtesham Uddin,for all
future purposes. 0040762221-7

I,AMRITA KAUR SAINI,W/O
JASMEET SINGH CHAWLA,R/O
20-123G,FLOOR VIKRAM-VIHAR
LAJPAT-NAGAR-4,DELHI,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME IS AMRITA
KAUR SAINITO AMRITA KAUR
CHAWLA,FORALL,PURPOSE

0040762212-9

I, hitherto known as RINKU
SINGH alias RINKU VERMA
daughter of HIRALAL SINGH
residing at F-6, PLOT NO-16,
NEAR YASHODA HOSPITAL,
SECTOR-14, KAUSHAMBI, | E
SAHIBABAD, GHAZIABAD,
UTTAR PRADESH-201010 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as RINKU
VERMA 0040762129-1

l, Vijay alias Vijay Suryavanshi
W/o Raj Kumar R/0 WZ-1080/1,
Nangal Raya, Delhi-110046,
have changed my name to Viay
Kumari. 0040762228-2

I, Varun Sharma S/0 Bharat
Bhushan,R/0B2/2142,Vasant
Kunj, South West Delhi, Delhi-
110070, I have changed the
name of my minor daughter
Nyra Sharmaaged about 1 Year
and She shall hereafter be
known as Devanya Sharma

0070938193-1

I, Tanamy Wasan, S/o Amit
Wasan, R/0 3658, Lohe Wali
Gali, Charkhewalan, Delhi-
110006, have changed my name
to Tanmay Wasan, for all
purposes. 0040762122-1

ILJAIKISHAN AGGARWAL alias
JAI KISHAN AGGARWAL S/0
BABU LAL AGGARWALR/0E-
324,Ground-Floor,Greater,
Kailash-2,Delhi-110048,have
changed my name to JAI
KISHAN AGGARWAL.

0040762221-9

I,Hina Begum,W/0 Arif Ali,R/0
2711,F/F Chooriwalan,Bazar
Sita Ram,Delhi-110006,Have
changed my name to HEENA
BEGUM permanently.

0040762212-6

I,Himanshu Taneja,S/o-
Kamaljeet Singh Saini,R/0,E-
66,South Anarkali,Chander-
Nagar,Krishna
Nagar,Delhi-110051,have
changed my nameto
Himanshu Saini,for all,future
purposes. 0040762219-1

I, Tagari Sardar W/o Bablu
Sardar R/0-D-63, DDA Flat,
Kalkaji, Delhi-110019 have
changed my name to Kamla
Sardar 0070938224-1

I, Sunakshi Verma W/0
Devender Kumar R/O Flat No-
205,Tower-6,Park View Society,
Palam Vihar,Sector-
3,Gurgaon,Haryana 122017, |
Have Changed To My Name
Sunakshi. 0040762219-11

I,LHARINDER KUMAR,S/0-OM PAL
SINGH,R/0-H.NO-C-10/174,
GALI.NO-10,NEAR PRIMARY
SCHOOL,BABOLI EXTS,NORTH
EAST,DELHI-110093,have
changed my name from
HARINDER Kto HARINDER
KUMAR,for all,future purposes.

0040762142-6

I,FHOOLA RAIKWAR,W/0
Shri.RAM BABU RAIKWAR,R/0-
House.No.11,Main Gagan Vihar
Road,Gagan Vihar,Krishna
Nagar,Delhi-110051,have
changed my,name from
PHOOLA DEBI,(previously
recorded and known) to
FHOOLA RAIKWAR,for
all,purpose.Vide affidavit
No.IN-
DL84714753581791W,Date.
11th-November-2024.

0040762142-1

I,Dinesh Kumar S/O Mehar
Chand Saluja R/O House-
No.3265,Block-A,Gali-No-4,Near
Shri Ram Modal
School,Faridabad,Haryana-
121001,l have changed my
name to Dinesh Kumar Saluja.

0040762219-10

I, Sukhveer Singh S/o DivarilLal
R/o Flat No-F-1,F-2, Ground
Floor, sector-6 Vaishali, Plot
No-169, |.E. Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh -
201010 have changed the name
of my minor daughter from
Dikshato Kirti for all purposes.

0070938195-1

I, Sonia Paliwal, wife of Mayank
Paliwal, R/O, A 104, ELIGIBLE
CGHS, PLOT NO 38 DWARKA
SECTOR 10, NEW DELHI 110075,
have changed my nameto
Soniya Paliwal 0070938172-1

I, Sanjay Dhar S/O Shri Pushkar
Nath Dhar, R/o0 D-168,3rd Floor,
New Rajinder Nagar, Central
Delhi, Delhi- 110060, | have
changed the name of my minor
daughter Saumya aged about
16 Years and She shall
hereafter be known as Saumya
Dhar 0070938190-1

I, Ranjeet kumar Mandal S/o
Late Sh. Brij Mohan Mandal
R/0.J-63,4th-Floor,J.J Colony,
Sriniwas puri,New Delhi
110065.Have changed my name
to Ranjeet Mandal,for all
purposes 0040762189-2

I,Bharpai Devi Goel W/o Ram
Bhaj Goel R/0284/22,Sonepat
Stand Rohtak Haryana-
124001,have chabged my name
to Bharpai 0040762221-5

I Rajesh Kumar Agrawal S/0,
Ganesh Prasad Agrawal R/o
Flat No 552 Pocket 2 Sector 14
Om Apartment, Dwarka, New
Delhi-110078 have changed my
name to Rajesh Agrawal.

0040762209-1

I, NIKUNJ BANSAL S/0 Krishan
Kishore Bansal, R/o A-5, F.F.,
Kohali Vihar, Barola, Sector-49,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh-201301 have
changed the name of my minor
son KANHAIYA BANSAL, aged
05 years and he shall hereafter
be known as HITESH BANSAL.

0040762206-1

I, Lipu Bisoyi, N0.-7787853Y,
Rank-NK(MP), S/o Sudarshan
Bisoyi, R/0 Bhaliagochha,
PO:Suramani, PS:Surada, Distt:
Ganjam, Odisha-761107, inform
that my father name wrongly
mentioned in my Army records
as Sudarsana Bisoyi. His
correct nameis Sudarshan
Bisoyi, vide Affidavit dated
03/12/2024, before Notary
Public, Delhi. 0040762116-1

LOST & FOUND

I, SURENDER KUMAR GUPTA S/O
SATYA PRAKASH GUPTA, R/O
B-5/11, ROOP NAGAR, DELHI-
110007 M: 9818485456, HAVE
LOST MY PROPERTY
DOCUMENT SALE DEED OF
PROPERTY NO.7882, KHASRA
NO.395/1/6, VILLAGE MAUZA,
DINANATH ROAD, ROSHANARA
ROAD, DELHI-110007 and
Complaint has been
registered vide LR
N0:2240800/2024 Date:
24/10/2024 0040762115-5

I,SURINDERJEET KAUR
AHLUWALIA,W/0 SURINDER
SINGH AHLUWALIA R/O FLAT
NO.33,LEHNA SINGH MARKET
SUBZI MANDI, DELHI-110007
HAVE LOST MY ORIGNAL LEASE
DEED OF FLAT NO-33,LEHNA
SINGH MARKET SUBZI MANDI,
DELHI FINDER CONTACT-
9815481022. 0040762220-10

I,Shashi Sud,W/o-Late
Sh.Shyam Lal Sud, R/o,Flat.No-
K-317,The Kangra-Adarsh
CGHS-Ltd Kangra-Niktan
Vikas-Puri,New Delhi-
110018,Lost my original
allotment letter, possession
letter of above property finder
contactabove address

0040762228-11

I,Sunita Munjal,R/o0-Street
Satsang School,Court
Road,Fazilka,(Punjab),Has
lost,*Allotment
Letter,Possession
Letter,Possession
Certificate,Extra Area Revise
Letter,Account
statement,etc.,of my property
Flat.No.1601,15th-Floor Block-
2,The Close North,Nirvana
Country,Sector-50,
Gurgaon.Founder please
informme at.+919417262523.

0040762142-7

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients intend ta purchase
the entire First Floor of the
Property bearing number 182in
Block B, Eas! of Kailash, New
Celhi 110065 along  with
carvanl guarler on roof of third
foor which 15 claimed 1o be
owned exclusivaly by Mrs
Kiran Sagar, wife of Mr. 8P
oagar, resident of B-182. First
Floor, East of Kallash, New
Delhi-110065 vide Sale Deed
dated B,11.201 2 registered with
Sub Registrar-V, New Delhi
Any person(s), entity(s}
inclieding but not limited o any
bank or fmancial msbiubon or
statutory agency, hawving ar
claiming or asserting. any nght
litie, interesi demand, estale in
respact of the aloresaid
Property of inany part thereof,
including ‘but not limited
te collaborallaon, lenancy
agreement for sale, leave
& licensa, morigage, gift
charge, inhentance, parbibon
possession, decres of order of
any cowrt, .'-!-c;qmﬁihur'. by
government or any enfity,
prohibition or any ather
impediment with respect of the
Property or any parl thereof
andiar, hawving any objection(s)
are hereby required fo provide
a nolice inm writing. to the
undersigned accompanied with
documeniary p within 15
(fiftean) working days from the
date of publication hereof,
fallineg which it will be presumed
that no one has any ciaim or
obieckon conceming the sale of
the aforesaid Properdy in favour
of  my cllents. and thal iy
clients - shall be absolutely
entitled  to purchase the
Property, including taking
possession theraaf,
Ankur Arora, Advocals
226, Jahar Apartments,
Inder Enclave, Rohtak Road,
Mew Delhi-110087
Ph: +5318811929774
Email: advankurarorai@gmail.comj

Lost my original property
documents of DDA Allotment-
Letter,Possession Letter,Side
Possession,slip and,Gift Deed
of.MP-50, Pitampura,Delhi-
110034, has been
lost.File.N0.30(615)/76-
LSB(R).Finder please contact
Mukesh Kumar Madan,
Mobile.n0.8810322456.

0040762222-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Madhu Mittal W/o Late Sh.
Umesh Mittal R/o A-3/10B, Utsav Vihar,
Village Karala, Delhi has disowned/
debarred her son Ashish Mittal and his
wife Muskan Mittal and their children
Diya Mittal and Aditi Mittal from all
her movable & immovable properties
and severed all her relations from them
due to their misconduct, hostile
behavior and disobedience. My client
will not be responsible for their any
act/deed in future.

Sd/-

PRINCE GUPTA

Advocate

Ch. No. 224 Lawyers Chamber Block,
Rohini Courts, Delhi-110085

I, Harjeet S/o Ramesh Chand
R/0-B-4, GF, Royal Heritage,
Sector-70, Faridabad-121004
have changed my nameto
Harjeet Payla 0070938222-1

I, Danish S/0 Ashu Mohmmad,
R/0 HNO-22 Masuri Railway
Road Near Hashmi Majid PO
Dasna Ghaziabad UP-201015
have changed my name
DANISH to DANISH SAIFI for all
future purposes. 0070938207-1

|, DEEPA w/0 RAJ KUMAR R/O B-
1502 Krishna Apra Sapphire
Vaibhav Khand, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad-201014 uttar
pradesh HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DEEPA SUKHRALIA
FORALL FUTURE PURPOSES

0040762221-8

I, Avni Amit Khurma d/o Amit
Khurmar/o 002, Tower-7,
Orchid Petals, Sector-49,
Gurgaon-122001 have changed
my name to AVNI KHURMA.

0040762137-1

I, ASHOK KUMAR SHARMA S/o0
Sh.DinaNath R/o0 H.No.171, Pkt-
11B, Sector-23, Rohini, Delhi-
110085 have declare that the
both names ASHOK SHARMA
Alias ASHOK KUMAR SHARMA
are one and the same person
i.e. mine. In future | will be
known as both names.

0070938204-1

I, AARUSHI SINHA D/o Mr Binod
Kumar Sinha resident of Flat
No.321 Platinum Heights,
Sector 18 B, Delhi-110078
declare that AARUSHI SINHA
and SALONI (as mentionedin
Money Multiplier Bond- 0898-
MMB of ICICI Limited vide Bond
holder No. 4325-381 &
certificate no.-15967) both are
my names and those names
denote one and the same
personi.e.me. and | will be
known as AARUSHI SINHA for
all future purposes.

0040762125-1

I hitherto known as VINOD
KUMARS/O RAJPAL SINGH R/O
Near Hariom Aata Chakki,
Sadarpur Sector-45, Noida,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as VINOD KUMAR
CHOUDHARY 0040762131-1

I Vishal Rohatgi S/o Sarvesh
Kumar Rohatgi R/0 3A-10
Rachna, Vaishali, Indirapuram,
Shipra Sun City, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201014, have
changed my name to Vishal
Rohtgi 0070938202-1

I Sunil Jain S/o0 Sh.Pawan Kumar
Jain R/0 L-29, L-Block, Near
Mother Dairy, Naveen
Shahdara, East Delhi, Delhi-
110092 have changed my name
to Sunil Kumar Jain for all
purposes. 0040762115-2

I Shakuntala Rani W/o
Sh.Krishan Lal Ahuja R/o Flat
No.45-B, Boulward Road, Delhi-
110054 have changed my name
to Sheetal Ahuja for all
purposes. 0040762115-3

I Sanjay Kumar Jain S/o Sh.
A.K.Jain R/0 K-34-35, K-Block,
Jahangir Puri, Delhi-110033
have changed my nameto
Sanjay Jain for all purposes.

0040762115-4

I,Suchi Garg,W/o0. Sh.Ankur
Garg,D/0.Sh. Anil Kumar Goel
R/0.H-1816,Prateek
edifice,Sector-107,Noida,have
changed my name from Suchi
Goel to Suchi Garg,after
marriage,for all,future
purposes.

0040762142-2

| Kamal Jaikaran D/o-Jaikaran
Goel R/0-A-12, 1st Floor,
Prashant Vihar, Rohini, Delhi-
110085 have changed my name
after-marriage to Kamal
Bansal W/o-Rajesh Bansal for
all purposes. 0040762135-1

I,RUHANI,D/O-SURINDER
KUMAR,R/0-128, WARD.NO-
5,NEAR MID TOWN RESORT,
MOHAN NAGAR,THANESAR,
KURUKSHETRA, HARYANA-
136118,have changed my name to
RUHANI RANL. 0040762212-3

ILVINOD SHANI S/0 CHARANJIT
LAL SAHANI R/0-A-
301,President Apartment
Fakhruddin Memorial CGHS,
Plot No-18, Sector-
10,Dwarka,Delhi-110075,have
changed my nameto VINOD
SAHANI. 0040762221-3

I, Rokit Choudhary, S/o Koman
Singh, R/o Kayampur urf
Karananagar,Shyampur,
AmrohA, Uttar Pradesh-244501,
have changed my name from
Rokit choudhary to Ritik Kumar
for all future purposes.

0040762031-1
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PUBLIC NOTICE
|

|, Bhagwant Behari Mathur
S/o Sh. Bankey Bihari Lal R/o
3/2, Utkarsh Apartment, Raj
Narain Road, Civil Line, North
Delhi, have lost my Original
Payment Receipts for Omaxe
Project Palwal Plots, Receipt
No. 326784 Date 20-Sep-08,
forRs. 2,00,000/-, Receipt No.
522712 Date 21-July-11 for
Rs. 131731/-, Receipt No.
522717, Date 21-July-2011
forRs. 8,58,075/-, Receipt No.
1232471, Date 21 Dec.-2015
forRs. 1,27,416/-, Receipt No.
1858549, Date 18-Dec.-21 for
Rs. 0.31/-. If anyone finds the
same please cont. Mr.
Pirdeep, Mob:-9999999849.

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT SHRI AJAY
KUMAR MEENA, WHO HAD APPLIED FOR LOAN
FROM LICHFL, ARE IS OWNER OF THE SAID
FIRST FLOOR OF PROPERTY BEARING PVT. NO.
101, WHICH IS BUILT TOWARDS SOUTHERN SIDE
PORTION (R.H.S.) OF PROPERTY BEARING NO.
RZ-H-384, WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS, AREA
MEASURING 50 SQ. YDS., LE. 41.805 SQ. MTRS.,
OUT OF KHASRA NO. 56/9/2, SITUATED IN THE
ABADI KNOWN AS RAJ NAGAR-II, IN GALINO. 12,
PALAM COLONY, IN THE AREA OF VILLAGE
PALAM, NEW DELHI AND DOCUMENT NAMELY,
(1) GPA (Husband to wife) dated 07.09.2018 Executed
by Shri Naveen Kumar Sharma in favour of Smt. Megha
Sharma, GPA registered document no. 883, book no. 4
volume no. 1927, on page No. 82-86 in the office SR-IX
Delhi, in respect of the said FIRST FLOOR BEARING
PVT NO. 101, BUILT TOWARDS SOUTHERN SIDE
PORTION (R.H.S.) WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS area
measuring 50 sq. yds., IS LOST BY THEM & FIR HAS
BEEN DONE ON 03.12.2024 IN RESPECT TO THE
SAID PROPERTY. IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS
ANY RIGHT OR INTEREST IN THE AFORESAID
PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD INFORM & GIVE
INTIMATION TO THE UNDERSIGNED WITHIN
15 DAYS FROM TO SATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-

SUBHASH GUPTA
ADVOCATE

Enrl. No. D-446/2002

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is informed that
I,Surender Kumar son of late
Chander Pal resident of WZ-35,
SF, Flat No0.205, Khasra
No.67/17, Near Shiv Dairy, Om
Vihar, Phase 4, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi-110059, have
debarred my son Rachit
Chauhan from all my moveable
and immoveable properties
forever. In case in future
anybody deals with him he will
be own responsible for the
same.

Sd/- B.B.N. DEO, Advocate
S.R.lInd,B Coumpus, Janak Puri,ND-58

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for the notice of the public at large that
my clients Shri Virender Kumar S/o Late
Shri Jagdish Prasad and Smt. Anita Khari
W/o Shri Virender Khari Both R/o House
No.48, Village Sultanpur, South Delhi-
110030, have disowned and debarred their
sons Nitin Khari and Rahul Khari both S/o
Virender Khari as they are not under the
control of my clients and are also
misbehaving with my clients and creating
nuisance and ruckus in the family. My
clients also severed all the relations and
debarred them from their all movable and
immovable properties and that is why my
clients are not responsible regarding any act
and conduct done by their sons Nitin Khari
and Rahul Khari and if any person/persons
dealing with them completely on
his/her/their own risk and responsibility and
my clients shall not be held responsible for
any act or consequences done by said Nitin
Khari and Rahul Khari.

Sd/-

AMARIJIT SINGH
Advocate

Enrl. No.D-2899/14
Khasra No.374,

M.G. Road Sultanpur,
New Delhi-110030

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
NITIN KUMAR TYAGI S/O
KRISHAN KUMAR TYAGI R/O

FLAT NO. G-202, VVIP
ADDRESES, RAJNAGAR
EXTENSION, PO: RAJ

NAGAR EXTENSION, DIST:
GHAZIABAD, UTTAR PRADESH-
201017 declare that name of mine has
been wrongly written as NITIN
TYAGI in my minor son AARAV
TYAGI aged 15 years in his 10th class
educational documents. The actual
name of mine is NITIN KUMAR
TYAGI, which may be amended
accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Ganaral Pubdle B hereby Informead -that
my cliests: Gumnesl Singhi Babksr Sho
Ehni Jaswant Singh Babbar ard his wil
Inderoed Xaur bofh Rie 310 Ofd Daubke
Slorey Lajpad Wagar<d  New Delhi
T1002E, have - disawned Ber 2008
Lakimander Singh Baobar and Ronak
Singh Babbar from & thelr movakle smd
mmaoval'e propertiss and has zevensd
all their des and relabonshp wih them
My chenks shall et be lable for any act
done fy Lakinander Singh Babbse anl
Forsk Sndh, in cade anyhody desis with
Ihem, Ba o sne shak do &0 at bés or her
DT Fizh.
Nachikata Choudhary (Advocata)
Ch. Mo, 4654 Saket Courl, Mew Dedhi-1T

RECRUITMENT

SITUATION VACANT

OTHERS

JHANKAR COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Babra Bakicur, Dish

Approved By: NCTE & Afflighed 1o
Gurugram Univarsity, Gunigram {Hanyeea)
Email ig- in-:lli.'l!lliquru? At pom
Meaile NOL- STHAITES. & 2t

The ivlowing dzaching and non-tachng sl
tgraqiared for B Ed courseon mgularhass
Tesching SHall- Prncipet - OF, REsesan)
Prolegsie in Perspecives n Edocalion-0d,
Aszsland Prolessors <08 (Pedagogy o
Mathamatcs, Socal Sdence, Physical
Stiencs, Biologeal Sclence  Economics;
Latgubes, Aisisian Professcr in (Fhyscsl
Eduiion-0 and Fire SArt0t, Wusic 1)
MNon-Teaching Staff- Litvaran 07, Cfice
oum Acooun] Seseetant-01, Led Assistant-i,
O Agaiian-tum Compulsr Gperslo-lt,
Lab Algncant-07, Siorn Keegper-01,
Chowderdse- 01, Pron-01 Sweepardd
NOTE: Quaktication cribaris, Expesients &
Pay Scale ele. a5 per noms of UGC
HETESe Govi ) Gurugramlnieersity,
Garugram
The Applicadon Form i@ gvalabls on e
College wehsie, The imerested and eicible
candulaie may doweload or ohtain M from the
colags on ey wirking day and gend the
Aopboation Form aleng wilh siakle Reguma)
and al leslmonias o' the President of the
Gopeming Body of tha Colsge and copy of
the same Appkcation Fam must be sunmitad
I 12 Daeey, Cotkeges Deveiopsan Councd
Gungram Unhiesity, Gurogram wilhin 21
days from -the dals of publicaion of this
Acverisament by e skensd postor by hard
PRESIDENT, GOVERKING BOOY

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF SH. NARESH
KUMAR MALHOTRA, LD.DISTRICT
JUDGE (COMMERCIAL COURT-06),

WEST DISTRICT, ROOM No. 403,

EXTENSION BUILDING (NEW),

FOURTH FLOOR, TIS HAZARI
COURT, DELHI.

SUMMON FOR PUBLICATION

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Under Order 5 Rule 20 of the Code of
Civil Procedure)

CS (Comm.)N0/609/2024
CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA
........ Plaintiff

Vs

M/S LINK CONSULTANT AND
ENGINEERS
.................. Defendant
To,
(Defendant)

M/S LINK CONSULTANT &
ENGINEERS, THROUGH ITS PROP.
RAM KUMAR AT: SHOP NO. 8,
SECOND FLOOR, PLOT NO. 7
PANKAJ PLAZA, SECTOR 12,
DWARKA, DELHI 110078
ALSO AT: MR. RAM KUMAR S/O
SH. SHIV KUMAR R/O HOUSE NO.
821, GROUND FLOOR, POCKET BI,
LOKNAYAK PURAM, DELHI 110043
WHEREAS you, in view of the reports
already received, cannot be served in
ordinary way. It is hereby notified that if you
shall not defend the case on the 13th day of
January 2025, the day fixed for the final
disposal, it will be heard and determined
ex-parte.

GIVEN under my hand and the seal of the
court on this 29th Day of November, 2024.

Sd/-
&

JUDGE
IN THE COURT OF
SH. NARESH KUMAR
MALHOTRA, LD.DISTRICT
JUDGE (COMMERCIAL
COURT-06), WEST DISTRICT,
ROOM No. 403, EXTENSION
BUILDING (NEW), FOURTH
FLOOR, TIS HAZARI COURT,
DELHI.

SUMMON FOR PUBLICATION

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF
DEFENDANT
(Under Order 5 Rule 20 of the
Code of Civil Procedure)

CS (Comm.) No/289/2024

CANARA BANK ...Plaintiff
Vs

SUMIT KUMAR ...Defendant

To,

(Defendant No. 2)

MR. PUNEET AGGARWAL
(GUARANTOR) S/0 SH.
MANMOHAN AGGARWAL R/O
HOUSE NO. 20, ROAD NO. 18,
2nd FLOOR, EAST PUNJABI
BAGH, DELHI 110026
WHEREAS you, in view of the
reports already received, cannot
be served in ordinary way. It is
hereby notified that if you shall not
defend the case on the 23rd day
of December 2024, the day fixed
for the final disposal, it will be
heard and determined ex-parte.
GIVEN under my hand and the
seal of the court on this 27th Day
of November, 2024.

Sd/-

=p

Judge

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
5 December 1986

Shaheed SI
N. Ram
Chandran
Pillai
| 20-01-1944 To
05-12-1986
42 Bn

Shaheed
Lance Naik
Hari Singh

01-07-1938 To
05-12-1986
42 Bn

&

-

Shaheed
Constable
K. C. Alex

27-05-1964 To
05-12-1986
42 Bn

u.:f"‘-

-7

On 4th December 1991, troops
of 50 SI Ram Chandran Pillai,
L/Nk Hari Singh, and Constable
K. C. Alex of 42 Battalion, CRPE,
were deployed in Delhi for law
and order duties. On 5
December 1986, while stationed

at Gurudwara Bangla Sahib, a truck was driven into the CRPF
personnel by a group of people. In this tragic incident, all three
brave men made the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
5 December 1987

Shaheed Head

Constable
_— - S. N. Bhagat
- 21-12-1949 To

- 05-12-1987
I‘ i %

18 Bn

Shaheed
Constable
Laxman Singh
25-04-1960 To
05-12-1987
18 Bn

-
e,
-

> 7

HC S. N. Bhagat and Constable Laxman Singh of 18 Battalion
of CRPF were deployedin Assam to restore law and order and
counter militant activities. On 5 December 1987, their team
was ambushed during area domination duty. Despite putting
up a valiant resistance, both bravehearts made the supreme

sacrifice in the line of duty.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
5 December 1989

Shaheed
Constable
Chhote Lal

26-01-1963 To
05-12-1989
. e 33Bn

33 Battalion of CRPF was
deployed in Amritsar district ”
anti-terrorist operations. On 5
December 1989, during a naka
check at Dhotiya Nosera
Panva, Taran Taran, Constable
Chhote Lal spotted a vehicle

attempting to evade the checkpoint. As he signaled it to stop,

suspected terrorists inside

opened indiscriminate fire.

Constable Chhote Lal retaliated, but the vehicle sped away. In
the exchange of fire, he was hit and made the supreme sacrifice

in the line of duty.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
5 December 1996

T. S. Anil
Kumar
10-05-1963 To
05-12-1996
27 Bn

Shaheed Naik On 4th December 2002, troops

of 80 Battalion of CRPF were
moving to occupy a morcha
atop a shop in Handwara market
when a hidden militant
opened fire, fatally injuring
HC Prakash Chand. The shop
was immediately cordoned

off, and in a swift encounter, the brave troops neutralized the
fidayeen within an hour. HC Prakash Chand made the
supreme sacrifice, serving the nation with valor and dedication.

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE (ITBP)

Constable

Shaik Haji Hussan
ITBP salutes its braveheart Constable Shaik Haji
Hussan of 14th Battalion, who laid down his life
in the line of duty on this day in Uttarakhand in

2019.
Resident of : Vill- Inguduru Pet, Distt.- Krishana
, Andhra Pradesh
m HC/GD RAJ KISHOR PRASAD
CCL KARGALI
) 05-12-2017

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice

of this brave-heart. On this day, he laid down his

¢ | life at the altar of duty while fighting with criminals

at CCL Kargali. His courage and bravery would

remain an abiding source of inspiration for the
force. The force will remain eternally indebted to him for his

noblest deed.

COACH, TRANSFORMER, FIRE DETECTION AND
TRACTION WORKS AT NEW BONGAIGAON

E-Tenders are invited by the undersigned for the following works

SN.1. Tender No. NB245920. Name of work: Root mountaed ac package
unit RMPLU type-l for LHB EOG coaches In coach sel.consisting of
AMPLU with R407-C refrigerant- 02 nos. to the RDSO specification

n

0. RDSO/PE/SPEC/ACID0G1-2005 rev-1 and microprocessor

controfler unit- 01 no. as per o the RDS0 specihcation no. HDSOWPES
SPEC/ACD138-2009 rev.1, type -1, incomplete with accessories as pel
sCopa Of supply as emvisagead in the RDS0 specificalions, 1, HDSU approvead
sourceEs only be considered. 2. aarthing lug amangament on RMPL
shall be as per DHG.NO.ICF/SK3-7-6-035. 3. packing instruction as
foliows roof mounted ac package unit packed with corrugatad papar wilh

waterproo! jute fabric and suppllad and stacked In pallats at ICF. The
palleis should bé painted and have firms logo Tor Identification the
firm will colkect amply pallels only aftér ac packadae unil is loaded in the
coach. Earnest Money: T8 35 370/

SMN.2. Tender Mo, NB245942. Name of wark: 60 KWVA Transiormes
TH415v, 3-phase, 4 wire vecior configuration STAR-STAR to RDISO

Spacification NO. RDSOPESPEC/ACIDOBD

Money: 168,150/

2007 (Rev. 21, Earnast

SN.3. Tender Mo. NB245846. Name of work: Provision of automatic fine
delection and suppréssion systam(FDSS) In NON-CNG DPCs. Datalled
scope of work as per annaxure-A. Earnest Money: T4, 42 780/-. Date &
Time of closing of Tender: 14.30 hrs. of 27-12-2024

SN.4. Tender No. NB245921. Name of work: Traction

alteérnalor compilate (withoul ractifiear and withoul coupling)
including mounting bolts to clause no.6 of RDSO specification
NOLMP 0.24.00.45 (REV-02) alongwith ICF annexure applicable for this
ilem for 1600 HP IGBT DEMU, MAKE-TG-71-58-6 (MEDHA) part no

SPTSAD12155R0001 of M/S madha fraction equipt PVT LTD. Earnest

Money: 13,21 240/-

SN.5. Tender No, NBZ45866. Name of work: Supply,

installation and commissioning of

gleciro-pneumaltic

pressurisad flushing system for 100 LHB coaches (400 lavatories) as
par RSP P8 item no. TBS for tha year 2024-25{suppl-43/2023-24). Tha
malerial shall be supplied as per specification: mmdis 19027 rav. 03 of
latest and follow drg. no. MIODTES1 alt nll or latest for mounting dimensions
of control panel of EPPFS for LHB coaches. packing & marking shall be
done as par mmadts 19027 rev. 03 or latest. (including packing, freight &
installation charge). Earnest Money: 2.73.760/-. Date & Time of
closing of Tender: 14.30 hirs. ol 30-12-2024. The complele nformation
with tender documeants of above e-tender will be available In websits

WWW.ITeps.gov.n

PUBLIC MOTICE

Be 1 mown h0-af B oer Cliet SR Hargh
Ceanda Kudsshi and hs wiz Sl Nenp
Kulashri, 'y HMNo DAZ Gali Mok,
Masdawal Uschepar Dethe-20, has discened
& tebermed thar son namaly bmil Kirasan (LD
BHMIEEZAT) donginh his welz A (LD
SV, Fore 2l e moveable and
immovesbie properies and has feminated 2
feahis i ke b 10 her mesposte
depds, miscondecd & misbehaior iowands o
ety &l Foany ofe desk wih hem By
shal b oy &l his owm cosis B sshs,
Deepak Bana [Advoraie)
495, Lawypers Chamber, Debi Hyh Court

Dy.CMM/DNew Bongalgaon

“"IMPORTANT™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.
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CROSSWORD 5539
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ACROSS DOWN

1 The pattern of old China (6) 1 Elevating device that may go
4 Vouch for the account many over well (8)

tried falsely (8) 2 Stuck for some means of

9 Unable to see scattered group  identification? (8)

of stars(6) 3 Rings about the Italian art
10 Play without stress(8) exhibits perhaps (4)

12 Swing till dizzy (4) 5 Unlikely to be patient much
13 Country hasright to longer? (12)

mountainrange (5) 6It’s used to catch small river
14 Mount hotly tipped whenit ~ fish(4)

runs (4) 7 Note the world shortage (6)
17 Getamove onand stampout ~ 8Itis twice raised by an
garrulity? (4,2,3,3) outstanding painter (6)

11 Postponing a mistake on the
green?(7,2,3)

15 Moving arm up and down (5)
16 Grand aunt looks haggard (5)
18 Given and ideally shouldn’t

20 A butchery firm owned by a
combine? (5,7)

23 Game bird? (4)

24 Enormous soldier ant (5)
25 This man gets a seat (4)

28 Fail to notice what be paid back(8)

supervisors do (8) 19 Crooked men about to plotin
29 She plays a Shakespearean an underground vault (8)

part for the network (6) 21 Tolerates Burns? (6)

30 Push the boat outand 22 See under one kind of fruit for
depart(5,3) another (6)

31 Avoided potential duel with 26 Ashade sorrowful (4)

editor (6) 27 Loss from a strike (4)

Solutions Crossword 5538 Across: 1Celia, 4 Pointer, 8 Mad, 9 Escalator, 10 Recital,
11 Cedar, 13 Stolid, 15 Stocks, 18 Oasis, 19 Regimen, 21 Murderess, 23 Tab, 24
Honesty, 25 Order Down: 1 Cameras, 2 Ludicrous, 3 Agent, 4 Pickle, 5 lllicit, 6 Tot, 7
Rarer, 12 Decimated, 14 Insteps, 16 Sandbar, 17 Greedy, 18 Oomph, 20 Gusto, 22 Run

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

Thebestwayto____whatmay__, is toremember what is past. - George Savile
(7..4)
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

LIKE BIRDS, RJ, VERNE 4 HAMMY [ - _ AROOD/ WHAT THe
TRY SINGING FOR THEIR SUPPER.. PR OMIETD  CLANGA CHIT-CHIT. Sngm
UH-ONE AND, LiH- IMARACCOONOF  CLANG! RACKET?Z!
AND, UH=TWO ELEVENTY- ”““ o ol 3 / CLANG - BACKYARD
AND, UH-THREE...  SEVEN/ 4}‘ // hoo- s e \E‘-H’:‘HEEE?
: CLANG! |
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DAD SAID OME TV IN THE
HOUSE WAS BAD ENOUGH
AMD WE PREFERRED THE OME
WiTH THE YOLUME CoMTROL

LinEuf! SN
CANCELED

AT MAGBE NOU SuoulD
GO CABLE. A

[VE GOT AN \DEA
FOR A SIT-CoM CALLED
"EATHER KNOWS ZILCH ®

SINCE | STARTED
DATING YOUR
SISTER-IN-LAW...

o TU T T8 SO

CHANGED

NOW SOMETIMES
| EVEN FASS BY
A MIRROR WITHOUT
STOPPING TO CHECK
OUT HOW | LOOK

5 3T by ekt Ay Bpedicite, ber ol cighets comarvant

Difficulty Level 3s

Instructions

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to 9
must appearin each of the ' 3

w

nine vertical columns, in
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each of the nine horizontal E 5
rows andin each of the
nine boxes. 1
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SUDOKU 5795

Difficulty Level 9 Fi

1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy; 1 ! T 1
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s =Very Hard; 2 '
6s =Genius
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SOLUTION SUDOKU 5794

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
suggests that thisis
abusyday,ifan

However, there doesn’t seem

to be any real obligation on

can’t be left to others. This
should suit those of you who
arranging personal matters.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
appear to have the
right approach, but

situationis aided by the fact

thatyou are also instinctively
accept different points of view.

In part this is because you are

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
It'sanervous

@ people around you
may be jumping to
reason. Everyone concerned
seems to be too ready to take
considered that it might be too

easy for youtomake a

cylinders you may say the

wrong thing.
You've not always

@ been a good judge
because you always

wanted to believe the best,

jump to instant conclusions.

You deserve admiration for

perhaps you are finally seeing

others as they really are.
You've not always

@ been a good judge of
because you always

wanted to believe the best,and

to instant conclusions. You
deserve admiration for your
seeing others as they really are.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
you. The planets
aligned with public

sectors of your horoscope are

still very strong, but in view of
overtones of today’s lunar
impact, close relations to be

The overall picture
@ expensive one.
you towards anything which
either need arestor are
Other people now
@ your general
more tolerant and ready to
now more secure emotionally.
moment, and
conclusions for no good
offence, but have you
mistake? If you fire on all
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
of character, partly
and also because you tend to
your trusting qualities, but
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
character, partly
also because you tend to jump
trusting qualities, but you are
Alleyes will be on
@ and professional
the generally emotional
urging you on.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
All eyes will be on
you. The planets
aligned with public
and professional

sectors of your horoscope are

still very strong, but in view of
the generally emotional
overtones of today’s lunar
impact, | would expect close
relations and intimate friends
to be urging you on.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You tend to blow
hotand cold in
emotional
relationships,

enthusing one minute,

retreating behind your shell
the next. If you start behaving
like this now, take care,
otherwise someone may give
you a dose of your own
medicine next week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec22)
You're walking a
tight rope, willing to
take risks, but not
prepared to lose.

Worldly ambitions, including

professional aspirations, loom

large. If you wish to make the
most of your undoubted
assets, proceed intuitively and,
if you're responsible for other
people, show them you care.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
You're walking a
tight rope, willing to
take risks, but not
prepared to lose.

Worldly ambitions, including

professional aspirations, loom

large. If you wish to make the
most of your undoubted
assets, proceed intuitively
and, if you're responsible for
other people, show them

you care.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
You're walking a
tight rope, willing to
take risks, but not
prepared to lose.

Worldly ambitions, including

professional aspirations, loom

large. If you wish to make the
most of your undoubted
assets, proceed intuitively and
show people you care.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

One particularly
encouraging aspect
indicates that you'll
be able torevive a
special partnership. Alittle
effort will be required. It may
be a simple question of getting
in touch. Perhaps an
explanation s called for, as
people are now impatient.

8 SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LIMITED

TGSPDCL {erstwhile TSSPDCL)

e-Procurement Tender Notice (Paper Notification)
TGEPDCL Intends to foal tender for procurement of 3-ph 25 KVADTRs
with BIS EE Level-2 (STAR-2) one-procurement platfomm.

For further details of @2ach item above, please visil
www tgsouthempower.org www.lender.telangana.gov.in
Phone: 040-23431360, 1033, 1035, 1026

DIFR R.O. No. @ 750-PRICL-AGENCYIADVTM/2024-25

&d/-

B il f[e= en va aEEE deenE [iurd
A1 Indian Institute of Enlence Education and Ilman:h Bhopal

HIGTA dTais |1 gaius L

Bhopal By-pass Road, Bhawri Ehul’.—dl-lE"l""l:r |Ha-:l* yB F-'.im.-:rn

e-TENDER NOTICE
For complele details and any comigendum elc. Please wvisit
www.iiserb.ac.infTender and www.eprocure.gov.in. e-Tenders can
be submitied only on www.tenderwizard.comMSERB.

CHIEF ENGINEER ( PEMM)

we! Name of the Bem (s)/Work Tender No. Due Date

1 |Supply & installation of cell
viability analyzer

HSERB/SP2024-25/96

4
dated 0211272024 Sl

Stores and Purchase CHficer

Notice Inviting Bids (NIB)

Bid Ref.No.Agri/PMFBY/67/WIP-TENDER/2024-25/03

The Directorate of Agriculture, Govt. of Assam (Bid Inviting
Authority)invites online bid from empanelled WINDS Implementation
Partners (WIP) by Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Govt. of
India for submission of their financial bid through e-tendering process for
“Selection of WIP for setting up of AWS/ARG and providing weather
datasets as per guidelines of Weather Information Network Data
System (WINDS) in Assam”.

Contract Period (in Months/Years): 60 Months/5 Years Bid Security
(in Rupees): 36, 37,200.00 (Thirty Six Lakh Thirty Seven Thousand Two
Hundred) only.

Last date and time of submission through e-procurement: 19-12-2024 on
or before 16:00 Hrs

All empanelled vendors are mandated to get enrolled on

https://assamtenders.gov.in in order to download the tender documents
and participate in the bidding process.

For further details please log on to https://assamtenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Director of Agriculture, Assam
Khanapara, Ghy-22

Janasanyog/CF/2497/24/25-DEC-24

e e-Procurement Cell
“# OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

SPECIAL WORKS DIVISION, BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT Ranchi

e-Procurement Notice
{ Short Notice)
Tender Reference No:- BCIVEE, Special Works Div,
BCD, Ranchi-36/2024-25 Date:-03.12.24

o & 90 w6
|| g mrrl 0 AW urgblEn 1?::&1
[ | Canstructlon of Tharkhand Ehawan at | 1 04 |_ '
1| Sector-30A Vashi NaviMumbai, | Rs 136952720000 | = PX U
_ Maharastra —— D) TR |
I o 1UIRHL i
. i 5"= Flem o & 18122

¥ I-|n Liremeri Cell
Aizom r-.-_. 326 8, 3" Floar, Bu 'Img,' DNSTrEON
rirnent, Mharkhand Mantrazya, Dhures,
Ranchi
712004 ] HHIEA 1 00 4
245204 W R 1.00 6O
£- Procuremert Call
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| Note:- Cost of huidmu document [Non Fleﬁmdahle_l & Bid ‘Qecurlw
| Shall be payable on u:lnhne through htip://jharkhandtenders.2ov.in
Amy Change can be on Website http://Jharkhandtenders. gov. in
[Any Other Information can be on Website hitp//
[ Iharkhandtenders.gov. in Nodal Officer,
e=-Procurement Cell,
Office of the Executive Engineer,
Special Works Division
Building Construction Department..Ranchi .
| PR 341129 (Building)24-25"D

INSTITUTE FOR AUTOPARTS & HAND TOOLS TECHNOLOGY

A-9, PHASE.Y, FOCAL POINT, LUOHIARA Ph. +91-161-2674587, 5022597, emait: iatidhiSiaght.org

{n behall of KAHT, Ludheana; hersby e-lenders are smated, under two part buds system
Tor the following equipment's | machines
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1. |5ade of an DId and Unserviceabbo atart Date: DG/ 122024
Marlunrs | Frpupmerlr B Closing Date: 20/01/2025
(As ‘is' whera 'is' basis) Cost of Tender Document : Rs. 500/-

Further detall abouf 5-,-::.'unl|r lepost | EMD, terms & condiions, guadelines to download tender
daciimeant, cnling b submission procadure and clanficalion on é-landering procass avialable
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websie under carrigandum only and will nol be pubBshed in news. pager | joumal [2) Hence
Sdi- Ganeral Manager

becloee shaukd requiarly visi the Websile o kéap hemselves updatad

WA AN STTHRT UTfererur
INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Lagttl™
SAGARMALA

(Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Govt. of India)
A-13, Sector -1, NOIDA-201 301
Phone 0120-2527667, Fax 0120-2522969, hc.lwal@nic.in

Notice Inviting Tender

Procurement of Survey Equipment
e-Bids are invited from interested bidders for Procurement of Survey Equipment.
The Tender Documents and other relevant details are available at IWAI website
www.iwai.nic.in and e-procurement site https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

HYDROGRAPHIC CHIEF

Date: 02.12.2024 IWAI, NOIDA

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 (2) (ii) CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused Namely:
Sintu @ Chintu, Slo.: Mumutaz, Rio.: D-3, Gali No.11, H.No.119,
Sth Pusta Gamri, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in a case vide FIR No. 540/2013 UIS
323/324/34 IPC registered at P.5 Bhajanpura, Delhi and it has been
returned on a wamant of arrest thereupon issued stating that the said
Sintu @ Chintu could not be found and whereas it has been shown to
my satisfaction that accused Sintu @ Chintu is absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said wamant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Sintu @ Chintu is
required o appear before the court to answer the said complaint on or
before 10.01.2025.

By Order

PANKAJ RAI

Judicial Magistrate First Class-01,
MNorth East District,

Karkardooma Courts, Delhi.

DP/15902/NE/2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Mohd. Igbal Ali, S/o Sh. Abdul Wahab, R/o H.no 509, Gali
No. 25, Tughlakabad Extn. New Delhi 110019 has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
CT Case No. 1682/2016, U/s 138 NI Act, P. S. Greater
Kailash, New Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said Mohd. Igbal Ali cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said Mohd. Igbal Ali has absconded (or is
concealing himselfto avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Mohd. Igbal Ali
accused of CT Case No. 1682/2016, U/s 138 NI Act, P. S.
Greater Kailash, New Delhi, P. S. Greater Kailash, New
Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 09.01.2025. By Order
Ms. Kanika Handa
Metropolitan Magistrate-04
South-East District, Room No. 210
Saket Courts, New Delhi

DP/15896/SD/2024

epaper.indian

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER RURAL WATER
SUPPLY AND SANITATION DIVISION, CUTTACK
MAHANADIBIHAR; CUTTACK-753004

Govt. of Odisha e-procurement Notice

BID IDENTIFICATION NO. RWSSCTC-06/2023-24
The Superintending Engineer, RWS&S Division, Cuttack on behalf of Governor of Odisha
invites lump sum bid through e-procurement in double cover system according to norm of]
e-procurement.

1. Nature of work: PWS Schemes under RWSS, Division, Cuttack.

2. No. of tenders: 1 Nos.

3. Tender Paper Cost: 10000/-

4. Value of Work: Rs. 207.17

5. Class of Contractor: "B"& "A" Class
6. Date and time of availability

of bid document in portal:
7. Date & time of seeking
tender clarification:
8. Date & time of opening
of tender:

11 hour of 09.12.24 to 21.12.24 up to 17 hours.
20.12.24 up to 17 hours

23.12.24 at 11:30 Hours in the office of the
Superintending Engineer, RWS&S Division, Cuttack
9. Time of completion: 9 months

10. The bidders have to participate in online biding only. Further details can be seen from the
website https://www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer
RWS&S Division, Cuttack

OIPR-25022/11/0007/2425

BRI IAf9RIAl Bl DRIICTSI
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SIHASI
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T f&TTH—11.12.2024 (ITURTET 2:00 1) HHSIT 1T |
fAfaeT @1 o= 9y IRt Fermaq B |

PR.NO.341111 Rural Development (24-25):D

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 84 BNSS

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Man Singh, S/o Vijay Singh, R/o H.No. 39, Jhenda Colony,
Asola, Fatehpur Beri, New Delhi has committed (or is
suspacted to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
623/2014, U/s 33 Delhi Excise Act, P.5. Fatehpur Beri, New
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said Man Singh cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said Man Singh has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant)
Proclamation is hereby made thal the said Man Singh
accused of FIR No. 623/2014, U/s 33 Delhi Excise Act, P.S.
Fatehpur Beri, New Delhi is required o appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 03.01.2025.
By Order
Sh. Ashish Kumar Meena
Metropolitan Magistrate-01
Room Mo. 214

DP/15954/SD/2024 Saket Courts, New Delhi

SEARCH FOR VICTIM PERSON

General Public is hereby informed that one male person
Namely: Vikram Rai, S/o: Kamlesh Rai, Rlo: Okhla,
New Delhi, Sex: Male, Age: 32 Years, Height: 5'5",
Complexion: Shallow, Face: Round, Body: Medium
Wearing: Pant & Shirt, has been missing since
12.02.2024 from L.B.S. Hospital Mayur Vihar Delhi,
During Treatment from the Jurisdiction of Police Station
Sunlight Colony Delhi. In this regard FIR No./DD No.
40/2024 Ufs 279/337/338 IPC Date: 12.02.2024 has
been registered at P.S.: Sunlight Colony Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace
out the Victim Person but no clue has come to light so far. If
anyone have any information about this Victim Person.
Please inform to the following.

Website : http://cbi.nic.in
E-Mail ID: cic@chbi.gov.in
Fax: 011-24368639
DP/15818/SE/2024

SHO
P.5.: Sunlight Colony Delhi
Mobile: 8750870928, 9717038831

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused person Amanjeet Singh Chadda S/o Late Sh,
Jaswinder Singh Chadda Rfo 12/18, Ground Floor, Old
Rajinder Nagar, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in FIR No. 315/2022 U/S
419/420/467/468/471/120B IPC P.5. Rajinder Nagar,
Delhi and it has been returmned to warrant of arrest there
upon issued that the said accused Amanjeet Singh
Chadda cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to
my satisfaction that the said accused Amanjeet Singh
Chadda has absconded {or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made
that Amanjeet Singh Chadda in FIR No. 315/2022 U/S
419/420/467/468/471/120B IPC P.5. Rajinder Magar,
Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer the
said complainton or before 07.01.2025. By order
Ms. Preeti
Judicial Magistrate First Class-03
Central District, Room No. 150
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DPAST11/CD/2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas compiaint has been made before me that accused Persons namely
1.Rakesh Rajpoot Rlo: House Near Pole No 4, near Pale No. JEPJ-524, Villzge
Daurala, Najafgarh, New Delhi, 2.Kran Pal Slo: Jaswant, Rio: House Near Pole
No.4, near Pole Mo, JEPJ-524, Village Daurala, Majafgarh, New Delhi, 3.Mahesh
Rajpoot, Rlo: House Near Pole No.4, near Pole No. JEPJ-524, Village Daurala,
Majafgarh, New Delhi, committed (or is suspectad 1o have committed) the offence
in Ct. Case No. 821/2017, Ws 135 Electricity Act, registered at P.5.. J.P, Kalan,
District Dwarka, Delni and the warrant has been returmed writing upan that the said
accused Rakesh Rajpoot, Kran Pal and Mahesh Rajpoot cannat be found and
wharaas It has been shown fo my satistaction that the sad accused Rakesh
Rajpoot, Kran Pal and Mahesh Rajpoot have absconded (or Is concealing
themsalves to avoid the sanica of the said warrani). Proclamation is harety made
that the said Rakesh Rajpoot, Kran Pal and Mahesh Rajpoot accused Ct. Case
No. 82172017, Uis 135 Electricity Act, registerad al P.5.: J.P. Kalan, District
Dwarka, Dalhi is required to appear betora this court to answer the said complaint
on or before 09.01.2025. By Order

Sh. Vinod Kumar Meena

Add. District & Session Judge (South West)
Special Court Electricity, Room No.609
Dwarka Distt. Courts, New Delhi

DP/15811/DWi2024
{Court Matter)

express.com
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For Rahul, chance

to put Test career
back on track

EXPRESS INAUSTRALIA

SRIRAMVEERA
ADELAIDE, DECEMBER 4

IT’S STILL not clear whether KL Rahul will
openin the Adelaide Test. “I know but I have
been told to not tell,” he would tell the me-
dia. But it’s certain that he is going to get a
tattoo at the end of the tour. “ have already
fixed it after Sydney”. He knows what de-
sign he wants, doesn’t want to share yet,
and it is becoming a bit of tradition. “I had
done a tattoo on my first tour, and again
(my) second tour.”

That first Australian tattoo was 10 years
ago. “Feelslike 25, honestly,” Rahul says with
a smile. Sometimes years can flash by in a
blur, especially in good times, but Rahul’s
career has seen so many ups-and-downs. It
has been a journey where he has felt every
stumble deeply. “With the amount of in-
juries I've had, time away from the sport,
yeah, feels long.”

And lots of trolling and criticism. For
someone who has played over 50 Tests, hit
6 of his 8 hundreds outside Asia and is a
captain in IPL, he hasn’t received unequiv-
ocal love from the public or consistent trust
from the different team managements over
the years. He doesn’t even have a regular
spot in the team.

A floater in the line-up, who has drifted
here and there through his career. It could-
n’t have been easy. His most famous celebra-
tion has been him closing his ears with his
fingers to suggest he is cutting out “external
noise”. And the din has been pretty loud
about nearly every facet of his game: his
strike rate in white-ball cricket, his batting
foibles in Test cricket, his wicketkeeping.
Even when he is a near mute-witness with
Hardik Pandya on Koffee with Karan, his
name has been dragged through the mud.

'Grateful for everything'

“I learned a lot in these 10 years and re-
ally grateful for everything that I've had to
go through, the ups and downs, the good,
the bad, everything. Australia is where it
started for me 10 years ago and hopefully,
thisis a start for something great in the next
half of my career.”

[t does seem so, but it’s difficult to confi-
dently tell that with KL for such has been the
stormy past. One can’t think of many bats-
men who have hundreds in South Africa,
England, Australia and still not get a befitting
stature. Or adequate respect, if not love from
the fans. But this series has certainly started
promisingly with his knocks in Perth in both
innings, and in particular how he mentored
Yashasvi Jaiswal through a nervy phase in
the second innings.

Jaiswal had publicly spoken about the
help he received from Rahul - how he was
told to breathe deeply to calm himself down,
and little suggestions through that phase. On
Wednesday, Rahul would say all he did then
was to pass on the same suggestions his
opening partner M Vijay had given him all
those years back.

“Icould see a bit of myself in Jaiswal from
when [ was here 10 years ago, opening the
batting for the first time. A lot of doubts, a lot
of nerves. You keep doubting your own game
and there's a lot that happens in your head.
So the only thing that you can do is to slow
things down, try and take a few deep breaths

At Adelaide Oval, century—old scoreboard tells

SRIRAM VEERA
ADELAIDE, DECEMBER 4

“THE OLD lady doesn’t miss a beat!” Simon
Crompton is referring to the 100-year-old
Adelaide Oval scoreboard that still func-
tions at the refurbished stadium. “That’s
what we call her: old lady.”

The only scoreboard in the world that
has bulbs that light up to point out the
fielder who has taken a blinder, dropped a
catch or stopped a ball. Crompton and his
five-man team’s hard work is mind-bog-
gling: from being able to identify the field-
ers based on their gait to shuffling up and
down four flights of stairs to change the
names in the board, cramped in a space
that is barely three-foot wide and seven-
foot tall.

But before we detail his painstaking
work, the glorious stories about the crick-
eters from Don Bradman, Keith Miller, Joel
Garner or what happened to Virat Kohli’s
nameplate after the 2011-12 series in
Australia is perhaps the best place to start.

It begins with a 12-year-old Simon who
had just walked from church into the Oval
along with his parents to watch a game. As
he sat and looked up, he saw Ian Chappell
drop his pants and “moon” Bradman who
was at the ground. It was the time when
Chappell was the Australian captain and
was warring with the establishment figure

KL Rahul made his Test debut in
Australia a decade ago. BCCl/x

|learned alot in these 10 years
and really grateful for everything
that I've had to go through, the
ups and downs, the good, the bad,
everything. Australia is where it
started for me 10 years ago and
hopefully, this is a start for
something great in the next half of
my career.”

KL RAHUL

and focus on one thing. And that's what was
passed on to me by my fellow opening part-
ner back then, Murali Vijay. So I just passed
that on to him. Once he got past those first
30-40 balls, he started to feel alittle bit more
confident and he was seeing the ball really
well and he batted beautifully.”

Rahul admitted that he still faces those
self-doubts and nerves. “I do still have all of
these thoughts. But having been there, you
know what you need to do to get past that or
get over those doubts and get over those
thoughts you have in your head. So whatever
[ told Jaiswal is what I practice.”

Balance in stance

In the knocks thus far, his bat has been
held closer to the body, one of the faults in
the past that had led to him being dropped
from the team. He had had a problem against
the incoming ball, as the bat would be held a
touch away, and would leave a bat-and-pad
gap. He worked a lot on it with his friend
David Mathais, a former Ranji teammate and
aclose friend.

“It comes from good hard work on bal-
ance in the stance. The alignment at the
crease,” Mathias said. “That balance is the key
for Rahul. He doesn’t commit to any one shot.
Heisinavery neutral but strong position. The
flaws against incoming balls disappeared, his
judgement of the off stump became good and
since he loves batting so much and faced fail-
ure, his patience has improved. He now preys
on the bowlers’ patience. The whole game re-
versed, basically. He is tremendously strong
mentally. Once the technique thing kicked in
- as in felt comfortable with the head posi-
tion and the bat flow, that was it. The rest he
sorted out mentally.”

The way he guided Jaiswal said a lot about
his confidence in his own game. That he
could see beyond himself, despite being
pressed as an opener only because Rohit
Sharma couldn’t make the tour in time,
spoke volumes of the space heisin. If it con-
tinues for the rest of the Tests, Australia, the
place where it started for him, might yet pro-
vide him not just his newest tattoo but the
impetus to stop his old celebration. He can
then take the fingers off his ears, and hear
some love pouring in.

Bradman over player wages and such. “My
father immediately covered my eyes!”

Simon became friends with the Test
cricketer Rodney Hogg, a “mad fast
bowler”, and through him entered the
world of cricketers. “I remember walking
to a hotel and every Australian player from
Allan Border to others sitting in rapt atten-
tion around a handsome man. It was the
flamboyant all-rounder Keith Miller, telling
stories about his friendship with the royal
family in England, and other stories from
his cricketing tours. Unfortunately, I can’t
share those colourful tales,” Simon says
with a laugh,

“You understand, don’t you? Will tell
you this one time though, decades after he
retired and when he was in his 70s, Keith
came to a Test match. Probably, against
Pakistan. Keith loved his drinks, mingled
socially with the club members, and
thought it best to stay here overnight. So,
right through that Test, there was actually
a caravan inside the ground, not far from
the scoreboard, where he would wear off
long nights at the bar and sleep off. The
next morning, a change of clothes, and he
was at the cricket! For no other cricketer, I
can imagine the authorities doing that at
Adelaide Oval.”

Through Hogg, Simon became the des-
ignated driver of the West Indian pacer Joel
Garner when he came to play for South
Australia in the Sheffield Shield cricket.
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HOCKEY: INDIA CLINCH 5TH JR ASIA CUP TITLE

Araijeet Singh Hundal slammed four goals as defending champions India defeated
arch-rivals Pakistan 5-3 in the summit clash to win a hat-trick of titles in the men's
junior Asia Cup here on Wednesday. This was India's fifth title in the continental

tournament, having previously won the crown in 2004, 2008, 2015 and 2023.

INTERVIEW: RYAN HARRIS

‘India don’t fear pitches, pace or

bounce... have found a way to win’

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

FORMER AUSTRALIA
fast bowler and South
Australia coach Ryan
Harris believes the cur-
rent generation of bats-
men are not as techni-
cally sound in Test
cricket because of T20s
but says the shorter
version of the game has contributed to teams
trying to make runs faster. The 45-year-old
also talks about the paucity of openers in
Australia, why India has done well in
Australia and dismisses speculation that the
Australian team is faction-ridden. Excerpts.

That ball to Alastair Cook in Perth (2013).
Do yous still watch it?

Yes it still pops up on my TV now and
then... mostly every year around October for
my birthday. To this day [ am not sure how |
bowled that ball. I've been trying to bowl one
of those balls for probably 15 years before
that. It was just unique in how it sort of
pitched and then moved a bit after it pitched
and was able to just hit that bail. It's very nice
that people still remember it.

Pink ball, how is it different from red?

The way I understand it, it's more of an
artificial colouring. So it's not known to last
aslong as, say, the red ball. We just completed
a South Australia versus Western Australia
game at Adelaide Oval last week. And it was
aday-night game. And the ball didn't seem to
go as soft as it probably has in the past. So
there's been a lot more work done on the
pink ball. It used to flake off with the colour-
ing. That didn't happen last week. For us it
swung around and nipped around for around
15-20 overs. But after that it did flatten out a
little bit. The middle overs is where the bat-
ters can definitely cash in. What the wicket
looks like and how much grass is kept on it
will be determining factors.

Are the current batsmen less competent
than they were in your days?

Yes. [ believe the techniques of batters
probably aren't as good. There seems to be
the mentality of hit out or get out and not
stick around. I think T20 has probably
caused that. In a good and a negative way.
The Virats, the Smiths, they'll dig in because
they're that good. Whereas the younger
guys will probably go, 'T might as well try
and hit one before it gets me'. T20 has
helped the game of Test cricket because
we've seen the scoring rates go up and
we've seen 350 to 400 scored in a day.

Is there alack of openers in Australia?
Yes, to an extent. We've got two openers
that have been making runs for a number of
years — Marcus Harris and Cameron Bancroft.
And the selectors seem to have given them a
go and aren't happy. So they're obviously not
really keen to go back to them. So the idea now
is to try to find the next opening pair.
Hopefully, Uzzy (Usman Khawaja) will go
through this series and gets onto the Ashes.
We've got another young kid Sam Konstas in
New South Wales who has scored a century
for PM XI. I don't believe he's ready yet.
Everyone's saying, throw himin. But once they
throw him in and he fails twice, then they'll
say, 'oh no, now we put him in too soon". Let
Sam make four or five hundreds in two sea-
sons. | think he's not going to do that when
he's worrying about his place and worrying
about who's bowling at him in Test cricket.

Simon Crompton, who looks after the
scoreboard at the Adelaide Oval, with
his grandchildren. Express

“Hoggy told me that he can’t go out
with Joel; his marriage would end!” Simon
laughs. “And I found out why, as Joel loved
to party all night. Many nights. Forget the
women, even the cops were in love with
him. The only time Joel ever drove the car,
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‘Boland will be threat in pink-ball game’

Former Australian fast bowler Ryan Harris on the strengths of his ilk
battling it out in the ongoing Border-Gavaskar Trophy

ey

Jasprit Bumrah celebrates the dismissal of dangerman Travis Head. Bccy/x

l |

awkward action, he is a menace. But
there's a couple of other things as well. |
think another unique part... just watch-
ing some analysis from that first Test
and a lot of batters were talking about
the release point. His release point is a
lot further forward. I don't know, it
might be 40 centimetres, it's a lot later

JASPRIT BUMRAH: With that kind of an

than a traditional bowler's. While re-
leasing the ball, he's almost in front of
the front crease. When you've got a guy
bowling in the high 140s and he's so
skillful with seam and swing and that
extra split second of time, it creates
doubt in the batter's mind. It's not only
the unique action, but the release point
makes a big difference.

PAT CUMMINS: His strength is being
relentless and being consistent in exe-
cution. He leads his bowling group. He
had a bit of time off. I think he'd only
played one game heading into the
Perth Test. He looked a bit rusty, he
wasn't as consistent as he can be. |
think now having those overs under
his belt, we'll see the world-class
Cummins that we know.

MITCHELL STARC: He started off re-
ally well in the first Test. Australia just
let it slip with the bat. I think Starc was
really good. He bowled fast. When he is
bowling in the mid 140s and he's
swinging the ball. That tells me Starc is
in areally good position and if he's in
that position he's very dangerous. He's
made a career out of it.

JOSH HAZLEWOOD: A few people
have said that he is very close to what
was. But he's a little taller than me. His
strength is being able to hit the off
stump line. He's very good at just hit-
ting the same spot over and over again.
And with that height, he generates
steep bounce as well.

SCOTT BOLAND: Scotty is really good
with the pink ball.
He'll come in and
test the Indian bat-
ters. He hits the
right length, the
ideal length in
Australian condi-
tions. He has got that nip-backer as
well. He will be a massive threat for
the Indian batters.

-
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MOHAMMED SIRAJ: I was impressed
with Siraj, he's developed significantly.
['ve watched him over time. Over the
last year, he's developed into a quality
Test match bowler. He's obviously
hanging out and spending some time
with Jasprit Bumrah.

HARSHIT RANA: He was quite sharp.
He was a bit quicker than I thought he
was. Haven't really seen a lot of him
coming into that Test. And you know,
he didn't probably get a lot of wickets
in the second innings, but he did his job
and kept the pressure on.
PRATYUSHRAJ

Will Australia be able to bounce back?

Youdon'tlike being upstaged in your own
country. Pat Cummins is a fighter. He's a per-
fectionist. And you know, he'll be asking his
players to step up in this Test match. So,
there's no doubt that Cummins will be look-
ing to bounce back and make sure that the
plans are a bit better and tighter.

Do you think India has cracked the code
of how to win in Australia?

They have, no doubt.  mean West Indies
drew the series last year but we haven't lost
any other series except to India. So there's no
doubt that India have found a way to win.

we were stopped by the cops who saw him
as he rolled down the window, and mum-
bled out, ‘Oh Mr Garner! Carry on please!’
No breath analyser, nothing! Joel came to
Australia recently and came to visit me. It
felt good. No parties this time, though!”
Simon is still in awe of that great West
Indies team. “I know Australia won 16 Tests
in a row under Steve Waugh and were a
tough-as-nails team under Chappell ear-
lier, but no team came close to the aura,
swagger, style, and personas of that West
Indies team. They were quite something.”
He gets a vantage point via a small
opening at the scoreboard to peer through
his binoculars. But it’s not an easy job;
whether the cricket, not just international
but domestic too, is interesting or not, he
has to watch every ball, keep flicking the
bulb switch to light up the fielder's name.
Crompton doesn’t trust anyone with the
job of recognising the fielder. “I don’t look
at their faces so much, I watch their gait.”
He does furious homework and shows
his notes about the current Indians. Nitish
Reddy has an identifiable gait? “Yes of
course. With some Indians, I look at the
soles of the shoes, there is a flash of a logo
or something. Or the tattoos if any. You
can’t rely on numbers on the back as a
jumper or a wrong jersey can also be worn.
So, I focus on the gait. [ watch their train-
ing closely, watch YouTube videos of visit-
ing teams these days, spot little things,

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

They don't fear the pitches. They don't fear
the pace. They don't fear the bounce. And
they've obviously done a lot of homework.

Are there factions in the Australian
team?

Look, there are no factions. That's just all
garbage. I've even heard Mr (Sunil) Gavaskar
coming out and saying there's some faction.
That doesn't happen in Australia. I know it
happens in India. I've lived there. The
Australian media have jumped onit, because
we went so bad in Perth. But you're allowed
to be outplayed. What the Australian media
and people have got to realise is that India

have won here the last couple of times and
they're a very good team. I have all the re-
spect for Mr Gavaskar but he's just throwing
a little grenade over here and the media are
having a feast.

Who has the most beautiful seam
position in modern day?

Mohammad Shami has this beautiful up-
right seam position, wrist position. 've spent
a year with Shami at Kings XI Punjab (now
PunjabKings),and tome, he's unreal. He runs
in fast and delivers the ball as fast as he can,
but he's able to do it with a beautiful seam,
beautiful wrist. It's a beautiful length.

glorious cricket tales

keep it in memory.”

Even the change of scores of batsmen is
counter-intuitive. “If Kohli hits a four on 47,
[am not changing them to 51. But actually,
Iam doing 15. You see, from where we sit,
it's all in the reverse. 47 is what the spec-
tators see, so every number we are calcu-
lating in reverse!”

Youngsters find the job tough

It's a tiring job that the youngsters find
difficult to do. “I have had many young peo-
ple try out, but give up quickly. We are all
old men right now manning her.”

He isn’t sure how long he will carry on
and what will happen once he leaves. “I will
do the next year’s Ashes for sure. After that,
[am not sure. I will be 63 then, and frankly,
it's going to be difficult to find someone to
handle it. Perhaps, we might have to stop
lighting up the fielders, that kind of focus
and concentration on every ball, all day for
five days is not going to be easy.”

Perhaps, Simon's love affair with cricket
was almost destined, considering the
cricket-tragic father, who had retired as a
domestic umpire. "There was this one time
when he was driving my mother and my
newborn sister from the hospital back
home. He was crossing the Oval when he
spotted a South Australia game was on. He
stopped the car, saying he would check the
score and come back. The match must have
been interesting as he wanted to see the full

game. But my mother had to breast-feed the
baby and it wasn't legal to do it in cars and
in public in those days. So, he actually takes
her to a corner of the hill, in the stands, and
as the baby is being fed, he continues to see
Bill Lawry-led Victoria team vs SA,” Simon
shakes his head and laughs. "He would have
loved to see this Indian team packed with
such superstars like Virat Kohli."

For the Australian home public, Kohli
first hit arc lights in the 2011-12 tour here,
the series where he flipped the middle fin-
ger at the crowd rallying against him in
Sydney.

Simon cues up a tale about Kohli from
the last Test at Adelaide. “All through that
game, there was enough drama and heat
between him and the Australian players.
Relentless sledging from both sides;
in particular a couple of Aussie players and
him. I watched it all closely through
my binoculars. It was the last Test of the se-
ries and Australia retained the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy.

“At the end of it, the Australian players
came over to scoreboard space to celebrate
with a few drinks and sing their team song
of ‘Under the Southern Cross’. I left them
alone. A few hours later, when I returned, [
saw the nameplate of Kohli away from the
rest of the pile, at a distance, and let’s say, a
bit roughed up!”

The old lady never misses a beat, in-
deed.
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AMITKAMATH
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 4

DING LIREN had walked off the board into his
private lounge. A few minutes later, he re-
turned to the chessboard only to check
whether his opponent had played the most
obvious move. He hadn’t. D Gukesh was still
thinking, after earning additional time on his
clock for crossing move 40.

Ding walked back into his lounge. He must
have felt relaxed at that stage, thinking he had
sufficiently arm-twisted Gukesh into accepting
a draw. At that stage, there was logically only
one move that Gukesh could have made —
41..Qg2 — which would have secured a draw
by threefold repetitionin Game 8 of the world
chess championship, an outcome that even-
tually took place after 51 moves. Ding had a
chokehold on the game at this stage, but had
curiously opted to throw his rival a lifeline.

Behind the grand stage nicknamed the fish-
tank, grandmaster Maurice Ashley, who mod-
erates the press conference, had already made
his way to the press conference room, think-
ing Gukesh was going to accept the draw.

At this point, Leela Zero, an Al-based chess
model whose predictions the official FIDE
broadcast has beenrelying on, crinkled its nose
atGukesh’s chances. The Indian had a 10.5 per-
cent chance of winning, it predicted. When
both players had started their queens on a lit-
tle diagonal ballet on the board — the white
queen shuffling between g2 and d5 while
Gukesh’s queen matched her step for step by
hopping between {2 and d4 (37... Qg2, 38.Qf2
Qd5,39.Qd4Qg2,40.0f2Qd5,41.Qd4) — Ding
hada 371 percent chance of winning the game.
Hedid, after all, have an additional rook on the
board compared to Gukesh'’s extra pawn and
knight.

As Gukesh was thinking about his 40th
move, lan Nepomniachtchi, who was beaten
by Ding to become world champion last year,
wryly posted on X:"Qg2 Qf2 Qd5 Qd4 Qg2 Qf2
and everyone is happy!”

But clearly, there was someone not happy
with adraw.

Gukesh played41...Qa2+toreject the draw
offer.It's an odd dynamic. For the second time
in eight games at the world chess champi-
onship, the holder has wriggled himselfintoa
better position before offering a draw. And for
the second time in such a situation, his 18-year-

WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP

Game 8, another staremate

Ding stumbles, recovers and offers half a point, only for Gukesh to initially decline before the inevitable draw
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Ding Liren was taken aback by the opening preparation of D Gukesh, but recovered in

Game 8 of the World Championship. P11

old opponent, who was reeling at that point,
had opted to throw caution to the wind, asking
the Chinese grandmaster to bring it on.

“I didn’t think I was in much danger. |
thought with his weak king and my strong
pawn on b3, I actually thought I had some
chances. It was a misjudgement of the posi-
tion,” Gukesh later admitted at the post-game
press conference. Asked if he was an optimistic
person or just fearless, Gukesh candidly admit-
ted: “If I knew the position was bad, I would
have taken the draw.”

Gukesh’s response contrasted with what
Ding admitted after the game: that he didn’t
realise he was in a winning position. It's per-
haps a reflection of the mindset both players
have walked into the world championship
with, that a teenager playing in his first world
championship thinking that every position is
salvageable and the world champion extend-
ing an olive branch when the opponent could
have surrendered in a few more moves.

“Some players always think they are win-
ning even though they are not, and some are
just the complete opposite. This is why chessis
very hard at the top level,” pointed out chess
legend Susan Polgar.

She also praised Gukesh's fearless approach
on the board. “With Gukesh, you know what to

expect. Heislike a tank moving forward to bull-
doze and destroy his opponent. He does not
care who the opponent is. Very contrasting
mindset than Ding Liren. This is why there is
excitement even though he is giving some of
his fans heart attack. He is only 18. Be prepared
for more for years to come,” The Hungarian-
American tweeted.

Hersister Judit also picked out Gukesh’s de-
cision toreject the initial draw offer toapplaud
his mentality. “I think the decision Qa2 reflects
well on his self-confidence. We are watching a
young and optimistic challenger with a very
positive mindset,” she said.

10 wild moves

Gukesh had again emerged out of the
opening stages as the better-drilled player,
causing Ding to burn up time on the clock in
the opening phase. The defending champion
later said that his opponent’s novelties in the
opening phase had made him “uncomfort-
able”. The phase between moves 20 and 30
saw the computer’s evaluation of the game
swing like a pendulum. In this phase, Ding was
cornered after inaccuracies like 22.Rb1 and
25.Bb2. The second of those moves allowed
Gukesh to gobble up a free pawn with the
Indian suddenly having two unhindered

Why Dingiis
contentto
play out
draws

EXPLAINED

FOR THE second time in eight
games at the World Chess
Championship, Ding Liren has tried
to play out a draw despite having
the upper hand. And Gukesh has
been pushing for a win, even in
comparatively worse positions. One
of the reasons behind this is that if
the best-of-14 games match stays
level on points after 14 games, play-
ers will have to fight it out in shorter
time control tiebreaks.

It was via the tiebreaks that Ding
had become world champion last
year. Meanwhile, Gukesh’s calcula-
tion prowess makes him excep-
tional in classical chess. The Indian
has a rating of 2783 in classical. But
the shorter the format, the lower his
rating dips: 2654 in rapid and 2615
inblitz. Ding, on the other hand, is
one of the rare players to have de-
feated Magnus Carlsen in tiebreaks
at the Sinquefield Cup in 2019.

pawns on the aand bfiles.

But with his back to the wall, Ding started
posing questions. He pushed his own bishop to
threaten Gukesh’s queen (26.Bd4). The Indian
erred in his response, choosing to send the
wrong knight to defend the position. It was a
decision that set off a chain of moves like
26...Nac5?, 27...Bb3 and 28...Be6 that saw
Gukesh'’s pieces getting pinned all over the
queenside of the board.

Ding gradually built on that advantage,
reaching the time control of 40 moves with the
upper hand. Then he chose to walk the path of
least resistance. Susan Polgar posted: “Ding is
like DrJekyll and Mr Hyde. He plays crazy side
lines (at the risk of self-destruction) to try to
gainan upper hand to win. This takes courage.
But after achieving better positions (some-
times due to the opponent's inaccuracies), he's
happy to repeat moves to draw.”

U-20 Athletics Worlds bid
made with 2036 Oly in mind

MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 4

INDIA HAS thrown its hat in the ring to host
the 2028 U-20 World Athletics Championship
inabid to gain experience for the ultimate goal
of staging the 2036 Olympic Games in the
country.

The letter of intent was handed over to
World Athletics chief and International
Olympic Committee (I0C) presidential candi-
date Sebastian Coe, who visited the country
last week.

Attempting to host the U-20 World
Athletics Championship is part of the bigger
picture vis-a-vis the Olympic bid. The Indian
Express has learnt that during a recent meet-
ing between high-ranking officials and minis-
ters from Gujarat and the Centre, it was de-
cided to target a slew of international
multi-disciplinary events and major continen-
tal, Commonwealth and world-level tourna-
ments across Olympic sports to help the state
gain hosting experience for big events.

Also on the agenda were the challenge
posed by the weather in Gujarat in July and
August — the preferred months to host an
Olympics — recommendations torelax norms
forliquor permits, reaching out to some of the
world’s biggest hotel chains to set up their units
in the state, and hiring global consultants to
prepare arobust bid as well as drive the narra-
tive in the international media.

These discussions between the state and
Centre took place around the time when the
Indian Olympic Association (IOA) officially sub-
mitted a Letter of Intent to the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) to host the 2036
Olympic Games.

While the I0A did not name a preferred
host city inits communique to the world body,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah had earlier
said that Ahmedabad is the government's
choice to host the Games.

Towards that end, over the next five years,
efforts will be made to turn Ahmedabad,
which haslittle experience of hosting Olympic
sports tournaments, into a major sporting des-
tination. The 2028 U-20 World Athletics
Championship is part of the plan that also in-
cludes the 2026 Fencing World Cup, 2027
Women'’s Volleyball World Championship,
2028 Asian Swimming Championship, the
World Judo Championships, and the World
Athletics Relay Championship in 2026.

Multi-discipline events like the Youth
Olympics, South Asian Games, World Beach
Games and World Military Games also feature
on the wishlist.

India’s interest for the 2036 Games has
gained momentum but continues to
face stiff competition from Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey and Indonesia. Reuters

These are some of the tournaments in-
cluded in an exhaustive list comprising more
than two dozen single-sport tournaments and
almost a dozen multi-discipline events pre-
pared by officials. It must be noted that the list
is at an exploratory stage and India may not
necessarily pitch to host all of them.

“We were told to make a list of marquee
eventsinour sportand indicate the next avail-
able slot thatIndia canbid for. Thisis to test the
hosting capabilities as well as get experience
in organising major tournaments,” an official
who heads a state sports association in Gujarat
and is part of a national sports federation said.

One of the events India is targeting is the
2029 World Police and Fire Games. When a
team from the Games’ world body visited
Ahmedabad to do a recce, it is learnt they ex-
pressed satisfaction over the venue plans but
suggested that alcohol permitsin the dry state
be relaxed along with issues related to visas.

The challenge posed by the weather was
also discussed during the meeting between
the government officials. The high humidity,
heavy rainfall and 30-plus degree tempera-
tures may not be conducive for some outdoor
sports, forcing them to consider alternate plans.

Sources said that other months —
September and October — were looked at.
However, it was pointed out that theIOC,inthe
past, has rejected a similar proposal by Qatar,
arguing that it could affect broadcast numbers.
Eventually, it was decided to discuss thisissue
with the [OC at an appropriate time.

India’s interest for the 2036 Games has
gained momentum in the last few weeks but
continues to face stiff competition from Qatar;,
Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Indonesia. Recently,
South Africa too has thrownits hat in the ring,
Afinal decisionis not expected before 2026 or
2027, the I0C has said.
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