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Step into the enchanting continent of Europe, where every country feels like a story book
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Choose from Veena World's all-inclusive family group tours, women's specials, seniors' specials and honeymoon tours. Find many more tours around the world on veenaworld.com
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Western Europe - Most Popular Tours Northern Europe Eastern Europe USA South America Canada

European Explorer (27D) 625000 - 650000 England Scotland Ireland Wales London Scandinavia (10DY15D) 310000 - 390000 All of Eastern Europe (17D) 360000 - 375000 | American Explorer (21D) 750000 - 765000
European Dream (23D) 535000 - 550000 (15D) 425000 - 440000 Norway+Lofoten Islands (9D) 525000- 550000 | Croatia Slovenia Slovakia Hungary (12D) American Dream (19D) 700000 - 715000
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California Carnival (10D) 400000 - 415000
Best of Alaska (9D) 400000 - 415000
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: Inavi i : Best of Baku Azerbaijan (7D) 135000 - 150000
European Highlights (11D) 290000 - 305000 | Swiss Paris Austria (TID) 315000 - 330000 | Scandinavia |oeland Midhight Sun (4D) 575000 - 590000 | Best of Baru Szerbalian (749

Iceland Northern Lights (10D) 475000-500000 | Georgia Armenia Azerbaijan (10D) 200000 - 215000

European Charm (11D) 275000 - 280000 Switzerland (7D/10D) 240000 - 340000 ] . . : ] Best of Alaska Canada (17D) 650000
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Ask us for exclusive Travel Now Pay Later! Group tour price includes return airfare, transport, accommeodation, all meals: breakfast lunch
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TV host Matiullah Jan

PAKISTAN

TV host held
after probing
Imran party
protest gets bail

Islamabad: A Pakistani
court approved bail for a
journalist arrested this
week after investigating
claims of casualties in a
protest march, his lawyer
said on Saturday. Matiullah
Jan,acriticof military influ-
ence in politics, was
granted bail by an anti-ter-
rorism court in Islamabad
inaterrorismand narcotics
case, his lawyer, Imaan
Mazari, said. Jan was
picked up Wednesday
while probing claims of ca-
sualties in a protest de-
manding the release of
jailed ex-Prime Minister
Imran Khan. Hours before
being picked up, Jan had
appeared on television
casting doubt over the gov-
ernment's denial that live
ammunition had been
used when security forces
dispersed the protest and
that any protesters had
beenkilled. @~ REUTERS

GEORGIA
Over100
arrested for
pro-EU protests

Thilisi: More than 100
demonstrators were ar-
rested overnight in
Georgia as they clashed
with police following the
government's decision to
suspend negotiations to
join the European Union,
the country's Interior
Ministry said Saturday. It
was the second straight
night of protests after
Prime Minister Irakli
Kobakhidze of the coun-
try's ruling Georgian
Dream party announced
the decision the previous
day. Demonstrators faced
off against police late
Friday in major Georgian
citiesincluding the capital,
Thilisi, and the Black Sea
port of Batumi. AP

CHINA
Journalistjailed
forsevenyears
onspy charges

Beijing: ABeijing court sen-
tenced veteran Chinese
state media journalist
Dong Yuyu on Friday to
seven years in prison for
espionage, his family said
in a statement, calling the
verdict a grave injustice.
Police in the Chinese capi-
tal detained the 62-year-
old former Guangming
Daily editor in February
2022 while he was lunch-
ing with a Japanese diplo-
mat, the US National Press
Club said in a statement.
He was later charged with
espionage. REUTERS

DOZENS OF SOLDIERS KILLED: SYRIAN ARMY

Inbiggest challenge to Assad in years,
rebels enter AIeppo in surprise attack

Military declares
temporary pull
back to prepare
counter-offensive

SULEIMAN AL-KHALIDI
AMMAN, NOVEMBER 30

THE SYRIAN military said on
Saturday that rebels had entered
large parts of Aleppo city during
an offensive in which dozens of
soldiers had been killed, forcing
the army to redeploy — the
biggest challenge to President
Bashar al-Assad in years.

The surprise attack led by the
Islamist Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
has jolted the frontlines of the
Syrian civil war that have largely
been frozen since 2020.

The army said it was prepar-
ing a counteroffensive to restore
state authority.

The Syrian army command's
statement was the first public ac-
knowledgement by the military
that rebels had entered Aleppo,
which had been under full state
control since government forces
backed by Russia and Iran drove
out rebels eight years ago.

“The large numbers of terror-
ists and the multiplicity of bat-
tlefronts prompted our armed
forces to carry out a redeploy-
ment operation aimed at
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Rebel fighters burn Syrian government flags at Aleppo’s old city on Saturday. AP

U.N. DEAL TO TACKLE PLASTIC POLLUTION
SAUDI TRIES TO ‘BLock’ GLOBAL PLASTIC TREATY

A week after Saudi Arabia, the world’s top oil exporter, was accused of jeopardizing global climate talks,
its officials are leading efforts to block a UN deal to tackle plastic pollution, negotiators said. Delegates
from over 170 nations have been meeting in Busan, South Korea, to draft a global plastic treaty. NYT

Sri Lanka to probe
‘propaganda’ over
week-long Tamil
Heroes Day events

EXPLAINED

E- Counter-strike

The rebel fighters said the
campaign was in response
to recent airstrikes against
civilians by Russian and
Syrian forces in Idlib, and
to preempt any attacks by
the Syrian army. Mustafa
Abdul Jaber,a commander
in the Jaish al-Izza rebel
brigade, said their speedy
advance had been helped
by alack of Iran-backed
manpower to support the
government in Aleppo
province. Iran Foreign
Minister Abbas Araqchi,

in a call with his Syrian
counterpart Friday, had
accused the US and Israel
of being behind the attack.

strengthening the defence lines
in order to absorb the attack, pre-
serve the lives of civilians and
soldiers, and prepare for a coun-
terattack,” the army said.

The army said that the rebels
had entered large parts of
Aleppo but army bombardment
had stopped them from estab-
lishing fixed positions. It prom-
ised to "expel them and restore
the control of the state ... over the
entire city and its countryside".

Tworebel sources said the in-
surgents had also captured the

Rufers
Electoral workers count ballot papers in Greystones, Saturday

LIKELY TO NEED NEW PARTNER

Ireland’s ruling
coalition on course
to return to power

REUTERS
DUBLIN, NOVEMBER 30

IRELAND'S TWO large centre-
right parties looked on course to
be returned to power after an
election on Friday, but they will
likely need at least one junior
partner to reach a majority, rais-
ing questions about the stability
of the next government.

The parties may face pro-
longed negotiations or an unsta-
ble coalition ahead of the inaugu-
ration of US President-elect
Donald Trump, whose pledge to
slash corporate tax and impose
tariffs poses a major threat to the
Irish economy. Outgoing govern-
ment parties Fine Gael and Flanna
Failwere on21%and 19.5% respec-
tively in an exit poll, a touch be-
hind left-wing Sinn Fein on 21.1%

With the two centre-right par-
ties ruling out a deal with Sinn
Fein, the main question was how
close to the 88 seats needed for a

majority the pair can secure -and
whether they would need one or
two more coalition parties to get
over the line.

To have a stable government,
they will be hoping that small
centre-left parties and potentially
willing partners Labour or the
Social Democrats get 11 or 12
seats, Murphy said. The current
junior coalition party, the Greens,
secured the support of just 4%,
down from 7% at the last election.
That could see their seat numbers
fall from 12 to three, said senior
party member Ciaran Cuffe.

The formal counting of votes
began at 0900 GMT and is ex-
pected to last until Sunday at the
earliest in many constituencies
under Ireland's proportional rep-
resentation system known as the
single transferable vote. That sys-
temis likely to give the larger par-
ties a higher proportion of seats
than their percentage of votes, but
an approximate tally of seats
might not emerge until Sunday.

city of Maraat al Numan in Idlib
province, bringing all of that
province under their control.

The fighting revives the long-
simmering Syrian conflict as the
wider region is roiled by wars in
Gaza and Lebanon. The attack
was launched from insurgent-
held areas of northwestern Syria
that remain outside Assad’s
grasp.

Two Syrian military sources
said Russian and Syrian war-
planes targeted insurgents in an
Aleppo suburb Saturday.

Speaking on Friday, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said
Moscow regarded the rebel
attack as a violation of Syria's
sovereignty.

"We are in favour of the
Syrian authorities bringing order
to the area and restoring consti-
tutional order as soon as possi-
ble," he said.

The foreign ministers of [ran
and Russia voiced support for
Syria on Saturday, Iranian state
media reported. They agreed on
the need to intensify joint efforts

to stabilise the situation in Syria.

The Syrian Civil Defense, a
rescue service operating in op-
position-held parts of Syria, said
in a post on X that Syrian gov-
ernment and Russian aircraft
carried out airstrikes on residen-
tial neighbourhoods, a gas sta-
tion and a school in rebel-held
Idlib, killing four civilians and
wounding six.

Authorities closed Aleppo
airport and roads to the city, the
two military sources and a third
army source said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO, NOVEMBER 30

SRILANKAN authorities have an-
nounced an investigation into
"false media propaganda” aimed
at discrediting the government
for permitting commemorative
events in the Northern Province
for those who lost their lives dur-
ing the decades-long separatist
conflict with the LTTE.

The week-long events com-
memorating 'Maaveerar Naal' or
Great Heroes Day are observed
from November 27 by some
Tamil political groups and the
relatives of those killed in the
conflict.

“We were not opposed to the
relatives celebrating their dead,”
Ananda Wijepala, the public se-
curity minister told reporters.

“However there is no room
for celebrating the LTTE who re-
mains a banned terrorist organ-
isation,” Wijepala stressed.

He said the LTTE remains a
banned organisation as per the
government gazette of 29
August 2011.

Wijepala said an investiga-
tion would start on false media
propaganda carried out to dis-
credit the government for allow-
ing LTTE celebrations in the
north and east.

Slain LTTE  supremo

Israel strikes kill 32 Palestinians in Gaza
as Egypt set to host Hamas forl truce talks

REUTERS
CAIRO,NOVEMBER 30

THEISRAELI military said it killed
aPalestinianitaccused of involve-
ment in Hamas' October 7 attack
on Israel in a vehicle strike in
Gaza, while medics said at least
32 Palestinians were killed in
Israeli strikes across the enclave
overnight and into Saturday.

The escalation comes as lead-
ers of Hamas were expected toar-
rive in Cairo on Saturday for cease-
fire talks with Egyptian officials,
days after Israel and Hezbollah
agreed to ceasefire in Lebanon,
two officials of the group told
Reuters.Later on Saturday medics
said nine people were killed when
an Israeli air strike targeted a ve-
hicle near a gathering of
Palestinians receiving aid in the
southern area of Khan Younis
south of the enclave.

The site of an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City, Saturday. Reuters

Residents and a Hamas
source told Reuters that the vehi-
cle targeted near a crowd receiv-
ing flour was used by security
personnel tasked with oversee-
ing aid deliveries into Gaza.

Meanwhile, Egyptis hostinga
Hamas delegation in Cairo on
Saturday to discuss a ceasefire,
two Hamas officials told Reuters
late on Friday. The visit is the first
since the United States an-

nounced earlier this week it
would revive efforts in collabora-
tion with Qatar, Egypt, and Turkey
to negotiate a ceasefire in Gaza.

The Hamas delegation is ex-
pected to meet with Egyptian se-
curity officials to explore ways to
reach a ceasefire deal with Israel.
However, progress remains lim-
ited due to disagreements be-
tween the two parties.

Oct 7 suspect worked
for charity: Israel

The Israeli military said on
Saturday it had killed a militant
who took part in the Oct. 7, 2023
Hamas attacks onIsrael and who
it said was employed by a U.S.-
based charity, World Central
Kitchen, in Gaza. The official
Palestinian news agency WAFA
reported that three employees of
World Central Kitchen were killed
when an Israeli strike targeted a
civilian vehicle in Khan Younis.

Trudeau visits Trump amid tariff threat

REUTERS
WEST PALMBEACH,NOV 30

CANADIAN PRIME Minister Justin
Trudeau visited Donald Trump's
Florida resort on Friday to meet
with the US. President-elect, days
after Trump threatened to slap
tariffs on Canadian imports over
border-related concerns.
Trudeau, whose publicitiner-
ary did not list a scheduled visit
to Florida, was seen leaving a ho-
telin West Palm Beach, Florida, to
go to Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort,
according to a Reuters witness.
Trudeau's office and Trump's
representatives did not immedi-
ately responded to requests for
comment. Trump threatened on

i

Reuters

Canada PM Justin Trudeau in Palm Beach, Florida, Friday

Monday to impose a 25% tariff on
imports from Canada and Mexico
until the countries clamped down

on drugs, particularly fentanyl,
and migrants crossing their bor-
ders with the US.

LATEST PoLICY BANS MOTORISTS FROM DRIVING THROUGH FOUR DiISTRICTS IN HEART OF THE CITY

Death of a cyclist lays bare divide in Paris Mayor’s long war against automobiles

RICHARD FAUSSET
& SEGOLENELE STRADIC
PARIS,NOVEMBER 30

IT SENT a shock through Paris, a
city striving to transform itself
into one of the great cycling me-
tropolises in the world: a bicycle
rider, crushed under the wheels
of anSUV in abike lane just a few
yards from La Madeleine, the
landmark neoclassical church, in
what prosecutors suspect was a
deliberate act of road rage.

A murder investigation has
been opened, and last week,
Mayor Anne Hidalgo led the Paris

City Councilina minute of silence
for the cyclist, Paul Varry, 27, who
was also a cycling advocate.
Hidalgo,amember of the Socialist
Party, delivered an emotional
speech in which she signaled she
would continue to roll out her fa-
mously aggressive policies that
aim to drastically reduce the role
of the automobile in Parisian life.
“Iam truly angry,” she said. “The
future does not belong to cars.”
An outpouring of emotion
over Varry’s October15 death has
put a spotlight on the dangers
facing cyclists in a city that has
seen an explosion in bikes and
cycling lanes in recent years. But

it has also underscored the frus-
trations that motorists increas-
ingly feel in a place that has cho-
sen to limit the movement, speed
and parking options of cars.

In recent weeks, as cycling
organizations, spurred by the
death of Varry, have demanded
more protections from aggres-
sive drivers, others have com-
plained about Parisian bikers
themselves, some of whom have
earned a reputation as danger-
ous risk-takers.

Ratcheting up tensions this
month is a new policy banning
motorists from driving through
the four arrondissements, or dis-

Mayor Anne Hidalgo, who took office in 2014, has made
reducing car traffic in Paris a signature effort. NYT

epaper.indianexpress:com .. -

tricts, in the heart of the city, rekin-
dling the argument that Hidalgo’s
anti-car stance is impractical, bad
for business, and caters mostly to
wealthy liberals who can afford to
live in the city center.

“She is putting a garrote
around Paris,” Patrick Aboukrat,
aboutique owner in the fashion-
able Marais neighborhood, said
this week.. The debate in the
French capital reflects the chal-
lenges facing policymakers
around the world as they ask con-
stituents to alter ingrained life
habits in the fight against climate
change. Hidalgo’s experiment —
which has turned many Parisian

Officials from Mexico, Canada
and China have warned that the
hefty tariffs threatened by Trump
would harm the economies of all
countries involved, cause inflation
to spike and damage job markets.

Any hit to the Canadian econ-
omy would add to Trudeau's
woes at a time when his popu-
larity has sunk in part due to a
slowing economy and a surge in
the cost of living. Trudeau this
week pledged to stay united
against Trump'’s tariff threat and
called a meeting with the pre-
miers of all 10 Canadian provinces.

Canada is the world's fourth-
largest oil producer and sixth-
largest natural gas producer. The
majority of its4 million barrels per
day of crude exports go to the US.

streets into whooshing parades
of pedaling commuters — is also
unfolding in a city that has long
harbored an innate tension be-
tween the big-city need for speed
and the more languorous pleas-
ures of “la belle vie.”

Hidalgo, who took office in
2014, announced this week that
she would not seek a third term.
She has made reducing car traffic
a signature effort. Her govern-
ment hasalready turned roads on
the banks of the Seine into walk-
ing and bike paths, created hun-
dreds of miles of new bike lanes
elsewhere, and reserved most of
the Rue de Rivoli, a key east-west

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

| 19 KILLED IN STRONG
WINDS, FLOODS

Colombo: Adverse weather
from a deep depression over
the southwest Bay of Bengal
has claimed the lives of fifteen
peoplein Sri Lanka, according
to the Disaster Management
Centre Saturday. The DMC
said over450,000 people have
been hit by floods, strong
winds and earth-slips. Fifteen
people have died sofar, it said.
The most number of 10 deaths
have been recorded from the
Eastern Province. Heavy
winds of over 60 km per hour
are also expected to hit parts
of the island. PTI

Velupillai Prabakaran used to
make his annual policy speech
on his birthday on November 26
when the LTTE ran a parallel
state in parts of Sri Lanka.

The LTTE had run a military
campaign for a separate Tamil
homeland in the Northern and
Eastern provinces of the island
nation for nearly 30 years before
its collapse in 2009 after the Sri
Lankan Army killed
Prabhakaran.

Relatives said they lit oil
lamps in commemoration of
their kith And kin.

New nuclear
tests still an
open question,
says Moscow

.
b
E Deputy

g Foreign
Minister
Sergei
Ryabkov
REUTERS
NOVEMBER 30

A POSSIBLE resumption of nu-
clear weapons tests by Moscow
remains an open question in
view of hostile U.S. policies, a
senior Russian diplomat was
quoted as saying early on
Saturday.

“This is a question at hand,”
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei
Ryabkov told TASS news agency
when asked whether Moscow
was considering a resumption of
tests. “And without anticipating
anything, let me simply say that
the situation is quite difficult. It is
constantly being considered inall
itscomponents and inall aspects.”

In September, Ryabkov re-
ferred to President Vladimir
Putin as having said that Russia
would not conduct atestaslong
as the US refrained from carry-
ing one out. Moscow has not
conducted a nuclear weapons
test since 1990.

Putin this month lowered the
threshold governing the coun-
try’s nuclear doctrine in re-
sponse to what Moscow sees as
escalation by Western countries
backing Ukraine. Under the new
terms, Russia could consider a
nuclear strike in response to a
conventional attack on Russia or
its ally Belarus. The changes
were prompted by US nod to al-
low Ukraine to use Western mis-
siles against targets inside Russia.

thoroughfare, for cyclists.

Varry, the cyclist who was
killed, hailed from a close-in sub-
urb, Saint-Ouen-sur-Seine,
where he had made the cause of
cyclists “the commitment of his
life,” according to the City Council
there. The motorist, whose name
was not disclosed by prosecutors,
has been detained. A lawyer for
the man described him as a fa-
ther of four who worked as a
sales representative.

The incident sparked more
than 200 protests across
France, including one October
19 that gathered roughly 1,000
people in Paris. NYT
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2 more monks
arrested in
Bangladesh,
says ISKCON

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA, NOVEMBER 30

DAYS AFTER Hindu monk
Chinmoy Krishna Das was ar-
rested and charged with sedition
in Bangladesh, the International
Society for Krishna Conscio-
usness (ISKCON), Kolkata, said
that two monks who had gone to
give him medicines in jail were
also arrested on Friday.

While there was no official
confirmation from Dhaka, the
Bangladesh Sammilito Sanatani
Jagaron Jot, of which Chinmoy
was a leader, also said in a state-
ment that two more monks had
been arrested.

“We have got information
that two monks were arrested
by Bangladesh police on Friday.
They had gone to jail to give
medicines to Chinmoy Krishna
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NODELAY ORDISPUTE: STATE BJP CHIEF ON GOVT FORMATION

Maharashtra oath-taking on Dec 5;
decided on BJP CM, says Ajit Pawar

Shinde unwell, his camp wants Home, 'Will look at voter deletion,
says Fadnavis held portfolio as Dy CM

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE,
LIZMATHEW

& VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI,NOV 30

ENDING SPECULATION on the
swearing-in of a BJP-led govern-
ment in Maharashtra, the party’s
state unit Saturday said the oath-
taking would be held on
December 5 in Mumbai, in the

presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Separately, Ajit
Pawar, the chief of Nationalist
Congress Party, one of the two
key allies of BJP, confirmed that
the Chief Minister would be
from the BJP, and the state gov-
ernment would have two
Deputy CMs, one each from the
two allies, NCP and Eknath
Shinde’s Shiv Sena.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION

addition data: EC to Cong

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 30

A DAY AFTER the Congress sub-
mitted a memorandum raising
“serious concerns” regarding the
Maharashtra voter data, the
Election Commission of India
Saturday told the party it would
examine the allegation that

names were struck off the elec-
toral roll arbitrarily.

Replying to the Congress’s
memorandum, the EC pointed
out that political parties are
closely involved in the electoral
roll updation process. The
Congress had raised the issue of
“arbitrary deletion of voters and
subsequent additions” and the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Delhi’s dirty secret: For 75 sewer deaths
over 15 years, only one conviction

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 30

DECEMBER 6, 2009: Rajesh
Mehto, a migrant worker from
Muzaffarpur in Bihar, was called
by a private firm to clear sewer
garbage at the Delhi State
Industrial & Infrastructure
Development Corporation (DSI-
IDC) facility in Patparganj. But
Mehto died afterinhaling toxic gas
in the sewer. The police filed an

TO KNOW

AN EXPRESS RTI
APPLICATION

then LSR Institute of Tuber-
culosis and Respiratory Diseases
near Qutub Minar but drowned
in the drain. In 2018, a Delhi
court acquitted the supervisor,
citing lack of sufficient proof to
prove negligence. The institute’s
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Goodbye, cap and gown;
Welcome, kurta and sari

Since UGC dress-Indian advisory in 2015, over three-fourths
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of Central institutions, including IITs and [IMs, make switch
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BHU was among the first Central varsities to respond to the advisory, switching from black robes
(left) to white kurtas for men and saris for women, along with uttariyas and safas. BHU

PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 30

THE TRADITIONAL convocation
dress, of satin robes and gowns,
hoods and mortarboards (caps),
will soon be a thing of the past.
A review by The Indian
Express of the 92 Central institu-
tions — IITs, [IMs and Central uni-
versities under the Education
Ministry — shows that since

2015, when the University
Grants Commission (UGC) is-
sued an advisory suggesting a
change to “handloom fabric,”
over 76% or three-fourths of the
institutions have shed the colo-
nial-era dress code.

Asmany as 70 have discarded
ceremonial robes, with 62 having
made the switch since 2015.
Among the 23 IITs, all but IIT-Delhi
have embraced Indian attire. Of
these, 18 IITs made the change

post-2015. These include six sec-
ond- and third-generation IITs,
where the first batch of students
graduated after 2015 and their
convocation attire was Indian.
When it comes to [IMs, while
14 of 21 have dropped the colo-
nial dress code, not all have re-
placed it with Indian outfits. Of
the 14 IIMs, students at seven
wear Western formals with a
stole, while the remaining have
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Institutions
Studied
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lITs

Key Finding: Over three-fourths
(70 institutions) have discarded
colonial robes for convocations.

- 22 IITs with Indian
il dress code for

ADOPTION OF INDIAN ATTIRE AT CONVOCATIONS

Central Universities @

[IMs

Breakdown:

lITs

22 lITs, 14 lIMs, 34 Central Universities
62 of these 70 switched after 2015.

18

“Untraced Report” later,claiming  probe said the “incident is Total i M Switched to Indian attire post-2015:
SOME HOSPITALS IN they could notfind theaccused. ~ purely anaccident”. L 23 convocations ® Wore Indian before directive: 4
OCTOBER 19, 2010: Mahesh A SJ . . . '
TRIPURA, KOLKATA Nar Singh’s wife Salesh Devi and daughter Shanu attheirhome  Chand, a migrant worker from  EVERYONE NEEDS them but - Only I!T with colonial [IT Bombay, Gandhinagar,
SAY NO TO BANGLA in Baghpat, UP. Singh died while trying to save another man Baghpat in UP, was called to  what they need is justice. — robes: IIT Delhi Guwahati, Varanasi (BHU)]
PATIENTS PaAGE 9 cleaning a sewer in Delhiin 2009. AbhinavSaha  REPORT,PAGE4  open a blocked sewer at the CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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e Delhi’s dirty secret: For 75
sewer deaths in 15 years, only

one conviction

2017 SAW HIGHEST NO. OF DEATHS IN DELHI

cleaning sewers since 1993

1,141 DEATHS: families
getI10lakh each
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SEWER DEATHS ACROSS INDIA
1,288 PEOPLE died 55DEATHS: cases closed

for lack of legal heir

92 DEATHS: families
await compensation

Source: National Commission for Safai Karamcharis;
*upto Nov 25, 2024; Note: SC raised compensation to Rs 30 lakh in 2023.)

Over the past 15 years, a total
of 94 people have died while
cleaning sewers in Delhi. But in
75 of those deaths, for which
records are available, only one
case hasled to justice for the vic-
tims in the form of a conviction
in court, an investigation by The
Indian Express of data obtained
under the Right To Information
(RTI) Act has found.

Records analysed by this
newspaper show that only nine
of the 38 cases filed in connec-
tion with these 75 sewer deaths
have been disposed of in court,
accounting for a total of 19 lives.
They include one conviction, ac-
quittal in two cases, two cases
quashed by the High Court, a
case of compromise, one closure
report, and two cases in which
the Delhi Police said the accused
could not be traced. The police
are yet to challenge the acquittal
orders in a higher court, the RTI
records show.

For the 75 deaths, the only
case since 2009 thatled toa con-
viction involved a site supervi-
sor who was found guilty and
sentenced to six months impris-
onment for not providing oxy-
gen masks and other safety
equipment to the victim before
sending him inside a sewer near
Sunder Nagar on March 15 that
year.

According to records, many
of the remaining cases are pend-
ing in various Delhi courts for
reasons ranging from officers
and witnesses not appearing for
hearings to lack of adequate staff.
Consider this:

M In at least three cases, the
police told the court they are not
able to trace the accused.

M In atleast two cases, thein-
vestigators were not able to ob-
tain the address of the witness.

M In at least five cases, wit-
nesses or investigating officers
failed to appear regularly in
court.

M And then there are at least
five cases in which the police
have not yet completed the in-
vestigation and the charge sheet
has not been filed.

M In some other cases, the
court observed that it could not
complete the hearing due to lack
of staff and cited non-coopera-
tion of senior police officials.

The Prohibition of Employ-
ment as Manual Scavengers and
their Rehabilitation Act, 2013,
bars hazardous cleaning, but
there is no specific ban on man-
ual cleaning of sewers and septic
tanks as long as protective gear
is given. The law specifies 44
types of protective gear, includ-
ing breath mask, gas monitor
and full body wader suit.

“Those who employ people
to clean sewers are getting away
with brazen impunity. This is a
matter of great concern,” said M
Venkatesan, chairperson of
National Commission for Safai
Karamcharis (NCSK), a body of
the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment which deals
with sewer deaths and manual
scavenging.

“Police say they are not able
to get evidence in these cases.
Suppose, only two people were
present at the site — the super-
visor and the sanitation worker
—and the cleaner died after en-
tering the sewer. Who will prove
whether the supervisor had
asked the cleaner to go into the
sewer or not? For this, some
changes are needed in the law.
In case of sewer deaths, the FIR
should be registered against the
commissioner of Municipal
Corporation also, then the civic
bodies will follow the rules
properly. Only when there is ac-
countability for each death, will
a signal go right down on fol-
lowing the rules,” Venkatesan
said.

A senior official of the
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment said it is contin-
uously following up with states
on this issue.

“It is a matter of concern for
the Ministry and it has written
to the states for possible inter-
vention to ensure justice in these
cases,” said the
official.

Records show that overall,

Delhi (116) ranks fifth on the
sewer deaths count nationally
since 1993 when a ban was is-
sued on the practice of manual
scavenging.

The RTI records investigated
by The Indian Express were ob-
tained from NCSK and Delhi
Police. No records were available
for ten of the 94 deaths in Delhi
since 2009, including two in
2009, four in 2015 and four in
2022. Court records were not
available in five other cases ac-
counting for nine deaths: fourin
2022, one eachin2021,2020 and
2016, and two in 2012.

Responding to requests for
comment, the Delhi Police ac-
knowledged an email sent by
The Indian Express on November
16 and stated that it has been for-
warded to the officer concerned.
There has been no response
since then.

Speaking on the condition of
anonymity, a senior Delhi Police
officer said there were “several
reasons” behind the low convic-
tion rate. “Apart from the lack of
any written orders to prove that
sanitation workers were asked
to enter sewers, there are alsoin-
formal promises of compensa-
tion for the family of the de-
ceased,” the officer said.

“Most victims are from poor
families. They choose to settle
informally with the contractors
for money because they do not
have the resources or capacity
to fight a legal battle,” the offi-
cer said.

The official lack of action, ex-
perts say, is telling because
many of these sewer deaths oc-
curred at high-profile locations
in the national capital, including
leading hotels, hospitals and
malls.

“All the victims are very poor.
At the most, they get compensa-
tion, that too because there is a
directive from the Supreme
Court on this. The provision is
that they should get a house, and
the government should bear the
expenses of their children's ed-
ucation, but this does not hap-
pen,” said Sant Lal Chawariya,
the former chairman of Delhi
Commission for Safai Karam-
charis (DCSK).

“The Commission keeps
writing to the government again
and again, but noone listens,” he
said.

Pointing out that most of the
manual scavenging in Delhi is
done by members of the SC
(Valmiki) community,
Chawariya said the “real fight is
of caste”.

“People do not consider
them as human beings, hence do
not think about them,” he said.

Take the case of Rajesh
Mehto who died in 2009 while
cleaning a sewer on the prem-
ises of the Delhi government's
DSIIDC in the Patparganj indus-
trial area.

Police records show that af-
ter Mehto fell unconscious after
inhaling toxic gas, Nar Singh,
who was the operator of a
sewage pump house for waste
water at the facility, and local res-
ident Vijay Kumar jumped in to
try and save him. But both fell
unconscious. Later, Mehto and
Nar Singh were declared dead
while Kumar survived.

Records show that the probe
led to a private form that was as-
signed this work by DSIIDC. But
years later, Delhi police filed an
“Untraced Report” in the case,
claiming they could not find the
accused.

“The deceased was notin a
contract of any kind for cleaning
of manhole lines or sewage dis-
posal, etc. No instructions were
(there) for him to clean the
sewer line. The manhole, where
the incident took place, was not
part of the pump house. Neither
any advice/ written order were
issued to the deceased for work-
ing there,” reads the police re-
port.

“It was learnt that deceased
Rajesh was called by deceased
Nar Singh to work in the man-
hole but it could not be traced
out in which capacity the de-
ceased Rajesh was called be-
cause of the death of both of
them,” reads the report.

FROMPAGE ONE
Maharashtra: Swearing-in on Dec 5

Tagging the party’s Chief
Ministerial candidate Devendra
Fadnavis, Shinde and Pawar, the
state BJP President,
Chandrashekhar Bawankule,
said on social media that the cer-
emony on December 5 would be
held at 5 pm in Mumbai’s Azad
Maidan.

What has somewhat delayed
government formation in the
state despite a clear mandate to
the Mahayuti is caretaker Chief
Minister Shinde’s decision to go
to his village Dare in Satara dis-
trict the very day he returned
from New Delhi after the meet-
ing of all allies. Some in his party
said this indicated Shinde’s “un-
happiness” and that he was keen
that the Home Ministry portfo-
lio in the new government be al-
located to Shiv Sena.

Back home in his village,
Shinde is learnt to have takenill.
His family doctor RM Parte told
the media in Satara that Shinde
has throat infection and fever,
that he was under treatment, and
should get better in two-three
days.

BJP tried to downplay any rift
with its ally. Bawankule said
everything will be finalised over
the next 2-3 days and the CM
along with his deputies would be
sworn in together on December
5.Sources in the BJP said the cen-
tral observers would travel to
Mumbai over the next couple of
days and oversee the appoint-

e Goodbye, cap and

adopted Indian attire. However,
[IM-Bangalore, IM-Calcutta, M-
Lucknow, IIM-Indore, IIM-
Rohtak, [IM-Udaipur and I[IM-
Amritsar continue to follow the
colonial convocation dress code.

According to the UGC advi-
sory, in tune with the Prime
Minister’s emphasis on “revival of
handloom and improving earn-
ings of the handloom weavers,”
universities were requested to
consider using “handloom fabric
for ceremonial dresses. . .for spe-
cial occasions like convocation
etc.”

This would not only “give a
sense of pride of being Indian but
also be more comfortable in the
hot and humid weather,” the ad-
visory said.

The UGC advisory was fol-
lowed by a call from then
Education Minister Prakash
Javadekar, who urged universities
to replace the “British-inspired”
attire as a tribute to Mahatma
Gandhi on his 150th birth an-
niversary.

Additional advisories from the
UGCin2019andinJanuary 2024,
too, emphasised switching over
to Indian attire, and promoting
handloom as “comfortable for lo-
cal weather” and a source of
“pride in Indian heritage”.

Following Ministry of
Education’s lead, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare re-
cently asked medical institutes to
adopt an Indian dress code for
their convocation ceremonies.

Among Central universities
funded by MoE, 34 of 48 have
phased out robes and caps.
Though 30 of 34 made this switch
after 2015, the dress code at four
institutions was already Indian
attire or robes with traditional
patterns: Mahatma Gandhi
Antarrashtriya Hindi
Vishwavidyalaya in
Maharashtra’s Wardha; Visva
Bharati in West Bengal's
Santiniketan; Tezpur University
in Assam; and Shri Lal Bahadur
Shastri National Sanskrit
University in New Delhi.

Of the 34 Central universities
where the convocation dress
code does not mandate wearing
of ceremonial robes anymore,
four of them — University of
Delhi, Central University of
Jharkhand, Central University of
Kerala and Central University of
Tamil Nadu — have adopted a
blend of Western and Indian ele-
ments for their graduation cere-
mony outfits.

Among Central universities,
BHU in Varanasi was among the

ment of the new leader during a
legislature party meeting.

Bawankule held a meeting
with the BJP district chief to plan
the oath-taking ceremony on a
grand scale in the presence of
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and CMs of other BJP-
ruled states.

“There is neither any delay in
government formation, nor is
there any dispute among alliance
partners. The NDA has the cred-
ibility of taking along its alliance
partners and ensuring proper co-
ordination,” Bawankule told The
Sunday Express. “All decisions re-
lated to Mahayuti and govern-
ment formation will be taken by
BJP central leaders and the par-
liamentary board in consultation
with state leaders including the
allies Shiv Sena and NCP” he said.

In Pune, Ajit Pawar said the
BJP had 132 MLAs and support of
five independent and other
MLAs. “This means 137 MLAs,
and that is not a small number.
We have already told the BJP that
they can decide the CM and that
will be accepted by us. Adecision
has been made that there will be
a CM from the BJP and Dy CMs
from the remaining two parties,”
he told reporters.

BJP sources said the legisla-
ture party meeting is likely to be
held on December 2-3. Some
Shiv Sena leaders The Sunday
Express spoke with said Shinde is
likely to participate in the

Mahayuti meeting only after the
BJP legislature party chooses its
leader.

On Sena’s demands, some
leaders in the party cited the
portfolio allocation under Shinde
wherein he agreed to let Fadnavis
keep the Home portfolio despite
he being the Deputy CM. “When
Shinde ji was CM, the home min-
istry was given to the Deputy CM.
So, portfolio distribution should
be done similarly; that would be
fair. A leader like Shinde can
maintain law and order very well
even when sensitive situations of
communal riots arise in the
state,” said Sena MLA Sanjay
Shirsat. Two other Sena MLAs
Shambhuraj Desai and Bharat
Gogawale seconded this argu-
ment.

Responding to a question, Ajit
Pawar of NCP said he had noidea
whether the Home portfolio will
be given to Shinde or not. “The
head of the state government
will decide,” he said, adding,
Shinde was not upset and he
went to his village to rest. Sena
sources said that Shinde had in-
formed the leaders of BJP and
NCP about his visit in advance.
“He said he would be back to con-
tinue the talks on Sunday,” aSena
source said.

Besides the Home portfolio,
the Shinde group has also de-
manded portfolios the party held
in the outgoing government in-
cluding Urban Development,

| gown; Welcome, kurta and sari

Industry, Education, Health and
Excise. “We do not want to make
any compromises onit,” said the
source.

Party leaders denied reports
Shinde had expressed his unwill-
ingness to accept Fadnavis as the
Chief Minister and cited Shinde’s
statement during his press con-
ference in Thane on Wednesday
when he clearly said that what-
ever is the decision of PMand HM
and whoever their CM candidate,
Sena will fully support him.

The BJP leadership has also
offered Shinde to come to the
Centre and be part of the
Narendra Modi government in
case heis not keen on the Deputy
CM’s post. “It’s a suggestion un-
der consideration. But the ques-
tion is how can you not accept a
popularleader’'sdemand,” said a
Sena leader.

A senior BJP leader categori-
cally ruled out any other candi-
date other than Fadnavis for the
CM’s post. “Such experiments to
handpick fresh faces is possible
where BJP has absolute majority
onits own, for instance, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan.
Maharashtra is a complex state
with a three-party coalition and
strong regional leaders.Insucha
scenario, BJP has to appoint a
strong leader with administra-
tive capabilities and a good un-
derstanding of the state.”

(WITHINPUTS FROM
MANOJ MORE IN PUNE)

lIMs

Rohtak, Udaipur, Amritsar)

" Total -

. 48

first to respond to the govern-
ment’s 2015 advisory. It transi-
tioned from black robes to white
kurtas-pyjamas for men and saris
forwomen, along with yellow ut-
tariyas and safas.

“Itwas our 100th anniversary;,
and the management wanted to
promote Indian culture,” says Dr
Rajesh Singh, the BHU PRO.

Of 11 Central universities that
are yet to make this shift, five —
including Rajiv Gandhi University
in Arunachal Pradesh, North
Eastern Hill University in
Meghalaya, Nagaland University
and Manipur University — con-
firmed that they were consider-
ing making a change.

“While we haven’t finalised
the specifics, we are definitely
looking at more Indianised attire,”
says Professor W. Chandbabu
Singh, Registrar, Manipur
University.

Nagaland University, mean-
while, is having discussions onin-
troducing the traditional Naga at-
tire for the convocation
ceremony.

Three more of these universi-
ties — Sindhu Central University
in Ladakh, Central University of
Odisha and Central University of
Andhra Pradesh — are relatively
new and haven’t yet held a con-
vocation ceremony.

The transition, however, has

colonial robes*

*(1IM Bangalore, Calcutta, Lucknow, Indore,

Still retain
colonial robes*

No convocation yet: (Sindhu Central
University, Central University of Odisha
and Central University of Andhra Pradesh)

B Switched to Indian attire post-2015:

12

B Started with Indian attire: 2
(IIM Mumbai, IIM Bodhgaya)

OF 14, FULLY INDIAN ATTIRE IN:
7 (IIM Kozhikode, Sirmaur, Shillong,
Kashipur, Bodh Gaya, Jammu, Mumbai)

- 'I IMs with
A Indian attire
I TC2>?|3| | forconvocations

CENTRAL UNIVERSITIES (CUs)

Discarded
colonial robes

B Switched to Indian attire post-2015:

26

M Always had Indian attire: 4
(Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi
Vishwavidyalaya, Visva Bharati, Tezpur
University, Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri National
Sanskrit University)

*Rajiv Gandhi University (Arunachal Pradesh), Central University of Kashmir, Manipur University,
Mizoram University, NEHU, Nagaland University, Pondicherry University, MANUU, Hemwati
Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Jamia Millia Islamia & Aligarh Muslim University

not been without challenges. An
official from a Central university
says, “The entire concept of acon-
vocation is Western, so why insist
on an Indian dress code atall?”

In November last year, IIT-
Kharagpur’s detailed convocation
dress code had triggered a con-
troversy. The institute’s guidelines
had specified the attire style,
sleeve length, and even footwear
and jewellery. Students, who al-
ready wore Indian-style clothing,
called the guidelines restrictive.
The institute later clarified that
these details were not mandatory:.

In 2021, [IT-Jammu had faced
criticism after itannounced plans
for convocation attire inspired by
Kashmiri culture — pherans
(knee-length robe) and pakols
(soft, flat, rolled-up men’s cap).
Following objections, it switched
to white kurtas-pyjamas.

Opposing the dress code in-
troduced in 2015, Lucknow-
based Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar University’s Dalit
Students Union had in 2019 re-
quested permission to wear for-
mal Western attire as a tribute to
Dr B R Ambedkar.

When it comes to I[Ts, even
before the UGCadvisory, IIT-BHU,
[IT-Jodhpur, IIT-Bombay, IIT-
Gandhinagar and IIT-Guwahati,
had already changed it to Indian
attire.

H No robes, but no Indian attire either: 4
(Delhi University, Central Universities of
Jharkhand, Kerala, Tamil Nadu)

“Since the beginning, our con-
vocation dress code included
cream kurtas-pyjamas, with an
option for saris, paired with adark
cream Gandhi (Nehru)jacket. The
intent was to reflect Indian cul-
ture,” says Professor Vikas Dubey;,
Dean, Research and
Development, IIT-BHU.

IIT-Bombay, which always fol-
lowed an Indian dress code, intro-
duced a khadi uttariya (stole) in
2016.

At many graduation cere-
monies now, the dress code in-
cludes a nod to the local regional
culture. Instead of the traditional
blue satin robe at [T-Mandi for in-
stance, graduates now wear off-
white kurta-pyjamas and salwar-
kurtas or saris paired with a
Himachali shawl and topi (cap).

At Banaras Hindu University
(BHU), students now don kurta-
pyjamas and saris along with a
traditional safa (turban) and ut-
tariya, while IIM-Shillong’s con-
vocation attire features a Khasi
wrap.

Incidentally, in 2010, Jairam
Ramesh, former environment
minister and a Congress member,
had removed his convocation
robe in protest, calling them a
“barbaric colonial relic,” at a cer-
emony organised by the Indian
Institute of Forest Management
in Bhopal.

e EC reply to Congress

“inexplicable increase in voting
percentages from 5pmto the final
voter percentage declared” by EC
at 11.30pm on polling day.

“Asregards thefirstallegation
regarding addition and deletion of
voters in Maharashtra, as the INC
isaware, electoral rolls are always
prepared and finalised with close
involvement of all political parties
including yourselves. The copies
of the draft electoral roll published
are given to political parties and
the verification process involves
political parties at every stage of
the process. Having stated this, the
Commission would get theissues
raised by INCexamined and keep
them informed of the outcome,”
the ECwrote.

The Congress also raised the
issue of voter turnout data, which
the party and other Opposition
members had raised during the
Lok Sabha elections as well. This
time, the Congress said the polling
percentage in Maharashtraas per
ECdatahadincreased from 58.22
per centat5 pmto 65.02 per cent
at 11.30 pm. Ultimately, the
turnout increased to 66.05 per
cent several hours before count-
ing of votes, the Congress memo-
randum said. The Congress said
the increase in voters from 5 pm
to 6 pm, when polls close, would
amount to 76 lakh votes. While
the polls officially close at 6 pm,
those who are in the queue to vote
inside polling stations at 6 pmare
allowed to cast their votes till as
long as it takes. The Congress said
itwasimplausible for suchalarge
number of votes, 76 lakhs, to be
castin the last hour of polling.

Responding to the second al-
legation, the EC said it had clari-
fied the issue before, including
during the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions as well. The authorised
agents of candidates are given a
copy of Form 17C, whichincludes
the total votes polled at the polling
booth, at the end of polling, which
was November 20 in
Maharashtra.

“This cannot be changed. This
number aggregates to final voter
turnout which all political parties
and candidates can verify. For the
conduct of elections, ECI takes
employees on election duty from

o[SKCON

Das. When they were returning,
the police arrested them. We
strongly protest against such ar-
restsand appeal to the Bangladesh
government to give protection to
minorities,” Radharamn Das, vice-
president and spokesperson of
ISKCON, Kolkata, told The Indian
Express.“Those arrested are Sri Adi
Purush Shyam Das and devotee
Ranganath Das Brahmachari
Prabhu,” he said.

Sharing a photograph of
Shyam Das, whois Chinmoy's as-
sistant,ina poston X,Radharamn
said: “Does he look like a terror-
ist? #Free[SKCONMonks
Bangladesh. The arrest of innocent
#ISKCON brahmacharis are
deeply shocking & disturbing.”

He also posted a purported
video clip of an attack on an
ISKCON centre. “Another ISKCON
centre in Bhairav, Bangladesh, has
been vandalised. No respite in
sight. #SaveBangladeshiHindus,”
he posted.

In another post on X,
Radharamn said ISKCON devotees
would gather in over 150 coun-
tries on Sunday “to pray and chant
for the safety and security of
Bangladeshi minorities”.

While ISKCON has clarified
that Chinmoy “does not repre-
sent” them in Bangladesh, it em-
phasised in a statement earlier
this week that it “supports his
rights and freedom for peacefully
calling for protecting Hindus and
their places of worship”.
According to ISKCON officials,
Chinmoy was expelled in
September this year.

The Bangladesh Sammilito
Sanatani Jagaron Jot, of which
Chinmoy was aleader, alsoissued
a statement on Saturday high-
lighting the fresh arrests and al-
leged atrocities on minorities.

“Monks who went to give
medicines to Chinmoy Krishna
Das were arrested by police. Other
Hindus are also being arrested by
police. Where is human rights?

Why big
difference
@ inturnout

EXPLAINED

CONGRESS HAS raised
red flags over the sharp
increase in voter turnout
in the last one hour of
polling. Such doubts were
raised in 2024 Lok Sabha
polls too. According to the
EC, data from all polling
stations is fed into the
Voter Turnout App only
after the presiding officer
wraps up other tasks such
as filling up statutory
forms, recording the day’s
developments in her di-
ary,among other things.
These tasks take time, and
therefore there is a differ-
ence between the turnout
as shownin the app at

5 pm, and when the final
numbers are fed.

various departments of State
Government,” the EC said.

It said that the presiding offi-
cer at each polling station com-
pletes the formalities, including
filling up statutory forms and
keeping a record of the day’s de-
velopments in the PO’s diary, be-
fore winding up for the day. “The
data feeding from all polling sta-
tions into Voter Turnout App, at
this stage, thus takes time,” it said.

However, the ECsaid it would
convey its detailed reply to the is-
sues raised after hearing from the
Congress in-person as the party
had sought a meeting for the
same. The ECasked the party del-
egation to visit on December 3.

Theissue of voter turnout data
had cropped up during the Lok
Sabha elections this year. Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge had
said that there had beenadelay in
releasing voter turnout data, to
which the EC wrote to him on
May 10 that the real time datawas
available on the Voter Turnout
App throughout the elections and
that the polling station wise data
was available to polling agents of
all candidates at the close of poll.

Where is the protection for mi-
norities,” said the statement in
Bengali,adding that places of wor-
ship, including ISKCON centres in
Bangladesh, were being attacked.

OnFriday, Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said India has conveyedits
concern over the attacks on
Hindus and other minorities in
Bangladesh and pressed fora “fair
and transparent trial” for Chinmoy:.
“Our position on the matteris clear
— the interim government must
live up to its responsibility of pro-
tecting all minorities. We are con-
cerned at the surge of extremist
rhetoric, increasing incidents of vi-
olence and provocation. These de-
velopments cannot be dismissed
only as media exaggeration.
ISKCON is a globally well-regarded
organisation with a strong record
of social service. We once again call
upon Bangladesh to take all steps
for the protection of minorities,”
he told a media briefing.

According to local media re-
ports in Bangladesh, Chinmoy,
who had been leading rallies de-
manding security for Hindus, was
arrested from Dhaka’s main air-
port on November 25 while trav-
elling to Chattogramin southeast-
ern Bangladesh. He faces charges
of sedition filed in October after he
led arally in Chattogram in which
he was accused of disrespecting
Bangladesh’s national flag.

A case was filed against
Chinmoy and 18 others on
October 30 at Chattogram's
Kotwali police station based on
the complaint of a leader of for-
mer PM Khaleda Zia’s BNP, which
accused them of disrespecting the
national flag in the city's Laldighi
Maidan during arally of the Hindu
community on October 25.

A Bangladeshi court denied
bail to Chinmoy, triggering violent
protests in which assistant gov-
ernment prosecutor Saiful Islam
Alif was killed in Chattogram. On
Thursday, the Bangladesh High
Court rejected a petition seeking
aban on ISKCON activities.

X800-crore boost to 8 lesser-known tourist sites in 6 Northeastern states

DIVYAA
KAZIRANGA, NOVEMBER 30

TO EASE overcrowding and over-
tourism, eight lesser-known
tourist spots in six northeastern
states will be developed as iconic
sites at a cost of 800 crore ap-
proximately. The projects,
spread across Meghalaya,
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Sikkim and Tripura,
were approved by the
Department of Expenditure
(DoE) this week.

Funds have been released by
the DoE — the first instalment
being 66% of the total approved

amount — directly to the states
concerned; the Ministry of
Tourism will monitor the
progress, officials told The Indian
Express. The states have been
given a timeline of two years for
completing the projects and the
funds will be released before
March 2026, they said.

The approved projects in-
clude border experience at
Nathulain Sikkim (397.37 crore),
51 shakti peethas park at Gomti
in Tripura (X97.7 crore), Loktak
lake experience in Manipur
(389.48 crore), Umiam Lake in
Shillong (¥99.27 crore), Assam
state zoo in Guwahati (397.12
crore) and Siang Eco-retreat in

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

Arunachal’s Pasighat (346.48
crore).

These are part of the 40 proj-
ects — worth over 3,295 crore,
spanning 23 states — approved
by the Centre with an aim to pro-
mote a more balanced distribu-
tion of tourists across the coun-
try, Union Tourism and Culture
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said.

According to the directives of
the DoE, the Ministry of Tourism
has issued operational guide-
lines for Special Assistance to
States/ UTs for Capital
Investment (SASCI) for the de-
velopment of iconic tourist cen-
tres, officials said.

The Ministry of Tourism cir-
culated the SASCI guidelines to
the state governments with are-
quest to formulate and submit
proposals for projects which are
iconic in nature and can create
impactful destinations. By the
last date of submission, October
15,2024, a total of 87 project pro-
posals were received costing
more than 8,000 crore, the of-
ficials said.

Thereafter, the Ministry of
Tourism shortlisted 40 projects
across 23 states for X3,295.76
crore which have now been
sanctioned. Other selected desti-
nations include Matsyagandha
Lake, Saharsa (Bihar), proposed

Town Square, Porvorim (Goa),
Orchha (MP), among others.

The aim of this scheme is to
infuse long-term interest-free
loans for 50 years to states for
comprehensively developing
iconic tourist centres and brand-
ing and marketing them on a
global scale, Shekhawat told re-
porters on the sidelines of the just
concluded 12th International
Tourism Mart in Kaziranga.

“By focusing on lesser-
known destinations, the min-
istry hopes to enhance the over-
all tourism experience, boost
local economies and ensure sus-
tainable growth in the sector
through a strategic approach to

new project selection,” the min-
istry said. It is also encouraging
state governments to explore
public-private investment op-
portunities. The land for the
projects will be provided by the
states concerned.

Along China border

Meanwhile, speaking at the
ITM, Arunachal Pradesh CM
Pema Khandu said the state has
seena 205% growthin tourist foot-
fall over the last decade. “There
has been an increase in tourist
numbers in villages bordering
Tibet, for which the state govern-
ment, the Centre and the Army are
working together,” he said.
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AAP MILA Naresh

Balyan arrested in

extortion case; triggers
AAP-BJP sparring

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 30

THE AAP’S Uttam Nagar MLA
Naresh Balyan was arrested by the
Delhi Police’s Crime Branch
Saturday in connection with an
extortion case registered last year.

The arrest comes on the day
that the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP),ina press conference, played
an audio clip, claiming it was a
conversation between Balyanand
a gangster. AAP, however, called
the audio clip fake and pointed to
courtorders againstits circulation.

DCP (Crime Branch) Sanjay
Sainsaid, “The arrest was made af-
ter an investigation revealed an
audio clip of a conversation be-
tween Balyan and notorious gang-
ster Kapil Sangwan, also known
as Nandu, who is currently based
abroad. The conversation al-
legedly involved discussions
about collecting ransom money
from businessmen. Further inves-
tigationison.”

Dismissing the accusations
levelled against him, Balyan said
in a post on X before his arrest, "I
am sending notices to all those
who have spread the false clipand
getting FIRs registered against
them... Those who spread lies
should be ready for legal action.”

The FIRin the matter was reg-
istered in August 2023 against a
man named Ashru for forcibly en-
tering the house of a man and
beating up his family in June last
year. One of Ashru’s three accom-
plices had shot at the man and
threatened to kill him. The bullet
did not hit the victim, the FIR
states. Balyan is not named in the
FIR. His involvement is not men-
tioned either. Investigation, police
sources, has revealed the involve-
ment of gangster Sangwan.

On August 17, 2023, a trial
court passed an ex parte ad in-
terim order restraining a news
channel from broadcasting news
against Balyan. The Delhi High
CourtonAugust 25,2023, had re-
fused to set aside the trial court’s
order. It, however, said it had not
examined the merits of the con-

Naresh
Balyan

1 -

tentions raised by the parties.
Addressing the media at the
national BJP headquarters earlier
in the day along with Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva, BJP
national spokesperson Gaurav
Bhatia said: “Inone audio clip, AAP
MLA Naresh Balyan is heard
speaking to a gangster, where he
tells him to extort money from a
builder. Fearing arrest, he even
asks the gangster to switch to an-
other phone. Thelevel of collusion,
closeness, and friendship be-
tween the corrupt AAP MLA and
the gangster is such that they are
openly exchanging information.”
“Will Arvind Kejriwal and
Chief Minister Atishiimmediately
expel this MLA from the party? If
they don't, it will be clear that the
extortion is being carried out at
the behest of Kejriwal,” he added.
The AAP, responding to the ar-
rest of its MLA, called the audio
clip “fake”. “Balyan filed com-
plaints of receiving threat calls five
times between 2022 and 2023.In
July 2023, he received threaten-
ing calls from gangster Kapil
Sangwan. In August 2023, a few
TV channels ran a fake audio clip,
whose broadcast was later stayed
by the Delhi High Court. BJP
played the same audioinviolation
of the court’s order on Saturday.
Balyan has been arrested on un-
founded allegations,” AAP Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh said.
Singh, at a press conference
called inresponse to the BJP’s alle-
gations, said, “The BJP’s soleaimis
to lie and provoke quarrels to
achieve its ultimate goal of de-
stroying the nation... AAP national
convener Arvind Kejriwal has
been consistently raising concerns
about Delhi’s deteriorating law
and order situation... Instead of ad-
dressing them or curbing crimein
Delhi, Home Minister Amit Shah
is solely focused on targeting
Kejriwal.”

ACCUSED A BUS MARSHAL, DETAINED: POLICE

Man ‘throws liquid’ at

Kejriwa

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 30

CHAOS BROKE out at AAP na-
tional convener Arvind Kejriwal’s
padyatrain South Delhi’s Malviya
Nagar Saturday evening after a
man flung some liquid at him.
The party alleged it was an at-
tempt to “burn” the former Delhi
(M claiming the man had thrown
“spirit”, while the police said the
accused had thrown “water”.

The man, identified by police
as Ashok Jha, was detained by se-
curity personnel at the spot.

The incident took place when
Kejriwal, along with G K MLA
and Delhi minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj, was walking in a nar-
row lane, greeting people. Police
personnel had placed ropes on
both sides of the two leaders,
and security personnel were
walking alongside them.

Kejriwal has Z+ security.

DCP (South) Ankit Chauhan,
however, said the party had not
taken permission for the padya-
tra. “Despite proper police deploy-
ment for crowd control, at 5.50
pm, Ashok Jha,abus marshal from
Khanpur depot, attempted to
throw water on Kejriwal while he
was greeting followers. The at-
tempt was immediately foiled as
police...apprehended Jhaand de-
tained him. The motives behind
his actions are under investiga-
tion,” he added.

AAP, however, claimed the
man threw “spirit” on Kejriwal.
Addressing a press conference af-
ter the incident, Bharadwaj
claimed the man attempted tokill
Kejriwal as another person had
come with matches and threat-
ened to burn the former CM alive.

In a video of the incident,
Kejriwal can be seen walking in
front, Bharadwaj a few steps be-
hind him. Security personnel are
also within the cordon. As he
moves forward, the man reaches
out and throws the liquid on
Kejriwal, which also falls on two
security personnel.

Asked if the sample of the liq-
uid was sent for testing, a police
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Arvind Kejriwal after attack by accused Ashok Jha (above). P11

officer told The Indian Express
that they were looking for traces
of the substance at the spot.
“Prima facie it appeared to be
water...” he said.

On whether the accused has
been arrested, he said Jha is be-
ing questioned jointly by local
police and security agencies. “He
claims to be disgruntled because
he hadn’t been given his past
month’s salary and previous
dues,” said the officer.

Asked if any other person
was involved, the officer said this
did not appear to be the case, but
they were analysing the ac-
cused’s call detail records and
footage from CCTVs nearby,
along with video clips shot on
phones by people at the spot.

On whether police found any
political affiliation, police sources
claimed Jha told officers that he
had become a member of the BJP
via their missed call registration
campaign and had also donated
money to the AAP in the past.

Bharadwaj alleged the man
was associated with the BJP. “...
Amit Shah’s failure is obvious. Ifa
former CM is not safe in the capi-

tal, where will the common man
go?... This is the third attack on
him in the past 35 days. He was
attacked in Vikaspuri and Nangloi
earlier,” AAP said in a statement.
Kejriwal also took on the BJP
over the incident. “Amit Shah ji,
what will happen if you stop me,
you should stop crime in Delhi.
Will crime in Delhi reduce if you
stop me? Will open shootouts in
Delhi stopif you stopme? Will the
women of Delhi become safe?
Will the businessmen of Delhi be-
come safe?” he posted on X.
While Delhi BJP condemned
the incident, its spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said,
“Elections are held across the
country, and leaders, whether
good or bad, participate in cam-
paigns under varying levels of se-
curity. However, such bizarre in-
cidents occur only with Kejriwal
during every assembly election.”
On the accused allegedly be-
ing associated with the BJP,
Kapoor said, “Anybody can join
BJP online. One is a BJP cadre
only when he or she is assigned
any party work. The question is
was Ashok Jha a BJP worker?”

A contentious issue that has spilled
into AAP’s campaign for 2025 polls

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 30

THE TERMINATION of services of
over 10,000 bus marshals last
November on grounds of im-
proper recruitment has becomea
contentious issue between the
AAP government and the
Opposition BJP, triggering protests
and heated exchanges in the past
one year. More recently, it has led
todisruptions during former chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal’s cam-
paign rallies, making it a focal
pointduring the Delhi polls slated
for early next year.

At arally in Burari on Friday,
Kejriwal’'s speech wasinterrupted
by Mukesh Pal Singh, a bus mar-
shal, as he raised slogans and
pleaded for his reinstatement.

Afterinviting him to the stage,
Kejriwal said, “This brother is a
bus marshal. I and my party are
the ones fighting for you; no one
else will. In Gujarat, even police
officers are on temporary con-
tracts. The BJP never makes any-
thing permanent.”

On Saturday, a man named
Ashok Jha, who police said was a
bus marshal from Khanpur de-
pot, attempted to “attack”
Kejriwal while he was greeting
the crowd during a padyatra at
Malviya Nagar in Greater Kailash.

Sachin Bharwal, arepresenta-
tive from the Bus Marshal
Pratinidhi Mandal, said: “In the
fight to take credit for the rede-
ployment of bus marshals, our fu-
tures are at stake. Both parties are
deliberately creating hurdles for
eachother,and anissue that could
have been easily solved is being
delayed. Even among bus mar-
shals, many people have started
taking sides of parties, which will
only weaken our movement.”

To prevent incidents of misbe-
haviour towards women in DTC

BUS MARSHAL DEADLOCK: A TIMELINE

Nov 2023: Services of
around 10,000 civil
defence volunteers (CDVSs)
discontinued after the
revenue and finance
departments had raised
technical issues with their
appointment as bus
marshals. As per the Civil
Defence Act, 1968, CDVs
are to be called to deal with
situations such as hostile
attacks or for disaster
management and they are
paid an honorarium.

M Sparks AAP govt, L-G
tussle, with each blaming
the other for the removal
of CDVs. Volunteers protest

B L-G VK Saxena clears the
enrolment of over 10,000
new home guard
personnel to be appointed
bus marshals in DTC and
cluster buses. Preference
in the form of extra credit
be given to experienced
CDVs during selection as
they already have worked
as bus marshals.

Sept 27,2024: On the first
day of a two-day Delhi
Assembly session, AAP and

buses, the bus marshal scheme
was introduced in 2015. Initially,
3,356 civil defence volunteers
(CDVs) were deployed as mar-
shals, and following a 2019 rec-
ommendation by a task force on
women’s safety, the vacancies
were increased to over 13,000,
with over 10,000 appointed in
subsequent years.

However, in November 2023,

BJP supported a resolution
to restore jobs of CDVs. A
proposal moved by BJP and
AAP for reinstatement of
bus marshals in DTC buses
was later passed in House.

Nov 9: The Delhi
government approved the
reinstatement of 10,000
CDVs to enforce various
anti-pollution measures in
the Capital, Chief Minister
Atishi said.

Nov 13: L-G VK approved
the AAP government’s
proposal to deploy CDVs to
tackle air pollution in the
city from November 1,
2024, to February 28, 2025.
Saxena also urged the AAP
government to formulate a
scheme for bus marshals,
which clarifies their role,
rationale and service
conditions. Chief Minister
Atishi, meanwhile, said,
“...theissue of bus
marshals falls under the
purview of L-G, as it
pertains to services and
public order,so L-G is
requested to create a
scheme for bus marshals.”

the services of these 10,000 bus
marshals were abruptly termi-
nated after the Revenue and
Finance departments said that
their deployment as bus marshals
did not align with the Civil
Defence Act, 1968. Since then, the
dismissals have fueled a blame
game between the AAP-led Delhi
government and the Centre-ap-
pointed L-G VK Saxena. (see box)
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After false
break-in call,

man tries to
flee police
custody; dies

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 30

A 26-YEAR-OLD man died
Thursday from a head injury he
sustained while attempting to
escape from police custody in
Mayapuri, police said Saturday.

As perinitial investigation, the
deceased had been struggling
with mental healthissues that re-
sulted in him becoming paranoid
about his safety, they added.

On Tuesday;, police received
a distress call reporting a break-
in at a house in Mayapuri. “The
caller said dacoits had broken
into his house and were looting
it,” DCP (West) Vichitra Veer said.

However, upon arrival at the
house, police found the man’s
parents and uncle with knife in-
juries. “Due to his illness, the
man would think dacoits had
entered his house... he attacked
his parents and uncle with a
knife, inflicting slash wounds to
their necks, hands, and waists.
His father also sustained a gash
to the head,” Veer said.

Police rushed the injured to
a hospital and took the man to
Mayapuri police station for ques-
tioning. While in custody, the
man attempted to escape while
being questioned, police said.

“He asked for some water and
when one officer left the room,
he pushed the other officer aside
and ran out of the police station.
He tried to climb over a 3-4 ft
high wall but fell headfirst, sus-
taining a serious head injury,”
Veer said. He was rushed him to
a nearby hospital where he suc-
cumbed on Thursday.

The uncle, who lived on the
floor above the man and his par-
ents and sustained injuries when
he intervened on hearing a com-
motion on Tuesday, has been dis-
charged from hospital, police said.
The parents are still in hospital.

According to police, accounts
from family members and neigh-
bours indicate that the man, a
law graduate, often exhibited
paranoia and aggression. He was
unemployed, they added.

“On November 24, two days
before the incident, he made a
call to the police control room
claiming dacoits had broken into
his house. When police reached
the house, his parents explained
he was suffering from mental
health issues,” said an officer.

Noida to get 3
puzzle parking
facilities by 2025

NEETIKAJHA
NOIDA,NOVEMBER 30

THE NOIDA Authority Saturday
said it will develop three puzzle-
parking facilities in the industrial
township by 2025 to ease traffic
congestion.

“Puzzle parkingis also called
stack parking... where vehicles
can be moved up and down with
the help of several stands and
slots. The vehicles, while being
parked, won’t come in contact
with each other and this will re-
duce the time that goes in park-
ing,” Lokesh M, chief executive
officer (CEO), Noida Authority,
told The Indian Express.

“This is along the lines of puz-
zle parking developed in Delhi by
New Delhi Municipal Council,”
he said, adding that puzzle-park-
ing facilities are slated to come
up at Savitri Market in Sector 18,
Ramleela Maidan in Sector 62,
and Sector 124.

“The facilities will be devel-
oped on a public-private-part-
nership model; the Authority
will float a tender within two
months. We have asked the
planning department to ascer-
tain that there is no land-acqui-
sition problem,” said the CEO.

“These areas see huge traffic
congestion due to vehicles parked
almost everywhere. The puzzle-
parking facilities will be an auto-
mated parking system and will
consist of sliding platforms on
various levels. As they (platforms)
can slide over each other, the ve-
hicles can be easily rotated and
moved. This will provide more
space toaccommodate vehicles,”
the official informed.

The CEO also said authorities
are yet to ascertain the amount
required to develop each puzzle-
parking facility.
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Ram Kali at her home in a JJ cluster in Rohini. Abhinav Saha

VIDHEESHAKUNTAMALLA
& DHEERAJMISHRA

NEW DELHI, BAGHPAT (UP),
NOVEMBER 30

RAJKUMARI, RAM Kali and
Salesh Devi have each lost aloved
one — a husband, a son — on the
job. The job? Cleaning Delhi’s
sewers. For one of them, prom-
ises of compensation have gone
unfulfilled. For all three, justice
remains elusive.

They are not alone. The lives
lost are among the 94 sewer
deaths over the past 15 years in
Delhi, but in 75 of those deaths,
for which records are available,
only one case has led to convic-
tion in court, according to an in-
vestigation of RTl records by The
Indian Express.

The Indian Express tracked
down and met the three women
to know how their lives changed
overnight and where their case
stands — it found a swell of de-
spair and helplessness.

‘Unfair, but what
canwe do?’

RAMPAL

Background: Moved from UP’s
Sisamau village to Delhi in search
of better work opportunities; be-
longs to the SC community.
Case: Died cleaning a sewer in
Rohini Sector 18 in 2011

Case status: Accused (a junior
engineer) acquitted
Compensation: Rs 10 lakh re-
ceived from the government

“This system where people
like us are expected to take up
these jobs, it's unfair. But what
can we do? We don’t have the
education to get better jobs or
money to study further,”
Rampal’s wife Rajkumari (50s),
who lives in Delhi’s Haiderpur
village, said.

According torecords, Rampal,
who worked as a safai karamchari
at a housing society, earning Rs
8,000 a month, died cleaning a
sewer in front of the complex in
Rohini’s Sector 18 in 2011. In
October 2018, the Rohini
Metropolitan Magistrate Court
acquitted the accused, a junior
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SEWER DEATHS: AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION

Partial relief, acquittal, untraced report:
For 3 families, justice still out of reach

Rajkumari and her youngest son Aditya at their home in Delhi’s Haiderpur village.
Vidheesha Kuntamalla

engineer (JE), citing lack of evi-
dence. It noted that the sewer had
not been maintained by the Delhi
Development Authority (under
whom the area falls) and there
were no witnesses to confirm
Rampal wasinstructed tocleanit
under the JE’s supervision.
Rajkumari said she was un-
aware of the court’s decision until
now. “Iwas angry (about the way
Rampal died) at first, but we just
want to move on now,” she said.
After Rampal’s death,
Rajkumari, who earned around
Rs 5,000 working as a house
cleaner, was left toraise their four
children — Ravi, Rinki, Shivam,
and Aditya — alone. Rinki com-
pleted a degree in Arts and works
atabank. The sons were forced to
leave school after Class X to sup-
port the family, she said. Shivam
works as a cleaner inanearby so-
ciety. Aditya is now a driver.

‘Everything changed
that day’

MANOJ (19)

Background: Family moved
from UP’s Jhinjhana to Delhi in
2008; father stayed back in vil-
lage, working as a farm labourer.
Belong to the SC community.

Case: Died cleaning a sewer in
Rohini’s Sector 3 in 2012

Case status: Trial pending
Compensation: Family says
they received only Rs 2 lakh of
the Rs 10 lakh compensation
amount

“Imoved to Delhi so I could
give a good life to my children...
Everything changed the day |
lost my son... since my son
passed away, my health has
been poor,” Manoj’s mother
Ram Kali (60), who lives in a JJ
cluster in Rohini, said.

In June 2012, Manoj, who had
studied up to Class V, had been
called by a private contractor to
clean a sewer in Rohini’s Sector
3. According to Manoj’s brother
Deepak, 30, who works at a
nearby Airtel store, “Manoj ac-
cepted the job. His friend
Shankar (47), a labourer from
our village, entered the manhole
but collapsed due to the poison-
ous gases inside. Manoj, without
any safety gear, rushed in to save
him. He collapsed too... By the
time we reached the hospital, he
was dead... It was his first time
doing this kind of work.”

A case of negligence was filed
against the contractor, but the
trial remains pending.

KIN OF BUSINESSMAN KILLED AT PANCHSHEEL PARK HOME

‘He had just become a dadu... was immensely loved’

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 30

WATCHING MOVIES, playing
with his grandchild, singing
karaoke and hanging out with
friends at Panchsheel Club — 64-
year-old Rohit Kumar Alagh did
not have much to complainabout
after he retired as a businessman.
More so, after both his sons
moved backhome four years ago.

On Monday morning, his
younger son — who stayed in a
soundproofed room, as it faced
the main road — woke up to him
lying in a pool of blood, with
multiple stab wounds on his
body. Late Thursday, Abhay

Sikarwar (25), a man who used
to work at a company to which
Alagh had rented out his third
floor, was arrested for the mur-
der. It was a case of a robbery
gone wrong, police said.

“He loved to sing. On Sunday;,
he had gone to the club and took
part in karaoke with his friends...
just like every Sunday. It was his
routine every week,”said Tushar,
Alagh’s eldest son, while he
waited at Malviya Nagar police
station for the police to return a
fewitems they had taken fromthe
house during the investigation.

A chef and restaurateur,
Tushar returned a few hours ago
from Haridwar after scattering his
father’s ashes in the Ganga river.

The victim,
Rohit
Kumar
Alagh

“He was immensely loved... Our
first thought when we found out
was, ‘who would do something
like this?’ We were shocked," he
told The Indian Express.

Sipping from a can of energy
drink, he said, “He had retired 10
years ago... so like any other re-
tired person, he just wanted to
rest. He spent his days watching
movies, especially South Indian
movies... He was such a loving

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

On March 5 this year, the
South Rohini district court in its
order said: “As per the report re-
ceived from the office of the DCP
concerned, the said PW (prime
witness)is stated to have left the
previous address and his contact
no.is notavailable. In view of the
report received, the name of PW
Rahulis dropped from the list of
witnesses.”

The family said they received
only Rs 2 lakh of the promised
compensation of Rs 10 lakh.
Deepak and his second brother
Sunil, 32, who does housekeep-
ing atamall, said they made sev-
eral attempts to pursue justice.
“Last year, we went to the SDM’s
office to ask for the rest of the
money, but they told us the trial
is still pending,” Deepak said.

‘No money to run
after case’

NAR SINGH (55)
Background: Halalpur village
in UP’s Baghpat, family belongs
to an SC community.

Case: Died cleaning a sewer
in Patparganj Industrial Area
in 2009

Case status: Accused untraced
Compensation: Rs 10 lakh re-

man. He had justbecome a dadu
(grandfather). All he wanted to
do was play with his grandchild.”

On Thursday, when Sikarwar
was arrested for the murder,
Tushar said the family could not
believe it. “We had no clue who
he was. When police told us he
was a cook (at a house in Moti
Nagar), we were aghast... When
they told us who he (Sikarwar)
was, it came out of nowhere. No
one could have predicted this,”
he added.

Sikarwar worked as a care-
taker at Bunkmates, a backpacker
hostel for travellers, located on the
third floor of Alagh’s three-
storeyed house.In 2020, duetothe
Covid pandemic and lockdown,
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ceived from government

“We don’t want to fight the
case. We cannot run after it from
one office to another anymore.
We don’t have that much money,”
Nar Singh’s wife Salesh Devi (60),
an anganwadi worker, said.

Records show that Nar Singh,
along with co-worker Rajesh
Mehto from Bihar, died cleaning a
sewer in Patparganj Industrial
Area, Delhi, on December 6,20009.

According to Devi, she re-
ceived the Rs 10 lakh compensa-
tiononly in July 2022 — 13 years
after her husband’s death. “For
around 13-14 years, nobody
came to my aid. There have been
days when there was nothing to
eat at home and I had to ask
neighbours for money,” she said
while breaking down in tears.

Inthe case, it was alleged that
Nar Singh and his co-worker died
due to negligence on the partof a
contractor who was assigned the
work by the state government-
run Delhi State Industrial &
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (DSIIDC).

DSIIDC said it had given the
work of installing pumps in the
pump house to afirmand the ac-
cident took place away from the
pump house. The Delhi Police
filed areport stating it could not
“trace” the accused.

In his letter to the National
Commission for Safai Karam-
charis (NCSK), dated March 15,
2010, Y S Solanki, Chief Project
Manager (ED-IV) of DSIIDC,
wrote: “On 06.12.20009...  was...
informed by police... an accident
had taken place in the manhole.
According to the scope of work
covered in the said agreement,
there was no mandate for the
contractor to clean the manhole
or send labour{ers) into (it)...”

Devi has three children —
two sons, Shashikant and
Durgesh, who work as delivery
agents at an e-commerce firmin
Jaipur, and a daughter, Kumari
Shanu, whois a data entry oper-
ator at a government hospital.

“We never talk about the in-
cident...but wheneverIsee such
news on TV or read about it in
the newspaper, everything
comes back,” said Shanu.

the business had shut down.

Tushar took the opportunity
to highlight security concernsin
the area. “Panchsheel Park is
called a posh colony but it is like
any other area in Delhi. The gate
near our house remains un-
manned and anyone can slip
through it and enter the society.
In fact, police told us the mur-
derer did several recces of our
house for several days before he
made a move,” he said.

He added, “Eighty per cent of
the residents here are elderly
and over half of them live alone.
Even the CCTV camerasinstalled
in the area are mostly obfuscated
by trees. The night guards barely
bother to patrol at night.”
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, NOVEMBER 30

GURGAON IS set to see a 10% to
30% hike in circle rates that will
come into effect from December
1 and remain in place till March
31,2025.

On the Golf Course Road, the
circle rate — the minimum price
set by the government at which
areal estate property can be sold
—will go up by 30%, especially in
luxury residential projects such
as DLF Aralias, DLF Magnolias,
and DLF Camellias. While the
minimum price set by the gov-
ernment for these properties
was Rs 27,500 per sqft in 2023-
24, the rate will increase to Rs
35,750 per sq ft from Sunday.

Other upscale residential
properties, such as Laburnum,
LaLagune,and The Palm Springs
will also see a 30% hike in
circle rate.

In Farrukhnagar, while agri-
culture, residential, and com-
mercial properties will see the
circle rate increasing by 10% to
20%, residential properties on
Sohna Road will see a jump of
10% to 15%.

A realtor in Gurgaon, V M K
Singh, said in residential areas
such as Suncity — which will see
a30%increasein circle rate — the
gap between market price (ac-
tual price at which a property is
sold) and circle rate is signifi-
cantly wide. “The market rate is
Rs 3.5 lakh per sq yard, but the
circle rate is over Rs 1.3 lakh sq
yard in case of residential plots.
In case of apartments, the circle
rate is Rs 12,870 per sq ft while
the market rate is Rs 20,000 per
sqft. So, the increase of 30% in cir-
cle rate will make little differ-
ence,” he said.

The circle rates for commer-
cial properties on Sohna Road
and Golf Course Extension Road
will see an increase between 9%
and 15%. In Manesar tehsil, on
the Dwarka Expressway, the
hike in circle rates in both resi-
dential and commercial proper-

ties from last year will be be-
tween 10% and 20%.

While circle rate is the min-
imum price set by the govern-
ment and is legally binding, the
market rate can fluctuate.
Registration fees and stamp
duty to be paid while buying a
property will be based on the
circle rate.

According to Singh, as the de-
mand remains high and supply
low, the market price skyrockets.
“Both primary (new properties)
and secondary (resale proper-
ties) markets are in high de-
mand. While investors are look-
ing for properties and projectsin
the primary market, individuals
are looking for the same in the
secondary market,” he said.

Lastyear, while it was initially
proposed that circle rates will be
hiked by 80% in Gurgaon, when
itactually came into effect, it was
only 30%, Singh added.

Deputy Commissioner Ajay
Kumar, who announced the new
rates on Friday, said the new col-
lector rates — also called circle
rates — being implemented for
residential, agricultural, and
commercial land in the district
have been increased by 10% to
20%, taking into account the
market rate prevailing in respec-
tive areas.

“At some key areas in the dis-
trict, the market rate is signifi-
cantly high. In such cases, collec-
tor rates have been increased by
up to 30%. The collector rate
plays a critical role inland trans-
actions,” he added.

Ritu Bhariok, a lawyer and
vice-president of the Federation
of Apartment Owners Associa-
tion, said that for buyers, 30%
hike in circle rate is a huge jump.
“The current prices only are too
high... The seller will keep de-
manding more but the govern-
ment needs to see if it suits the
buyer’s pocket, too.”

Bhariok added that the gov-
ernment is keen on raising circle
rates at a time when buyers are
still waiting for properties prom-
ised to be delivered years ago.

SUSHANT LOK
Residential 15%
Commercial 20%
SOHNA ROAD

Villa Emaar Marbella 20%
Vipul World 15%
AGRICULTURALLAND
Kherki Daula 20%
Farrukhnagar 15%

GURGAON CIRCLE RATES

GOLF COURSE ROAD

30%

Aralias, Magnolias,
Camellias, La Lagune

SUNCITY

30%

M Sectors surrounding Dwarka Expressway: 10% to 20%

MALERKOTLA COURT SENTENCESHIMTO 2 YRS IN JAIL

AAP MLA convicted
in 20106 sacrilege case

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, NOVEMBER 30

A MALERKOTLA court Friday
convicted AAP MLA from Delhi’s
Mehrauli constituency, Naresh
Yadav, in the 2016 Quran sacri-
lege case. The court on Saturday
sentenced him to two years'im-
prisonment along with a fine of
Rs 11,000.

The court of Additional
District and Sessions Judge
Parminder Singh Grewal added
that Yadav's jail term will be ex-
tended by amonth if he defaults
on the fine payment.

In March 2021, Yadav, along
with another accused Nand
Kishore, was acquitted by alocal
courtin Malerkotla, as the police
then failed to prove their allega-
tions. However, one Mohammed
Ashraf, a resident of Malerkotla,
filed a criminal appeal against

from
Mehrauli
Naresh
, Yadav

I,..-l||

‘ AAP MLA
|
|

Yadav's acquittal in Additional
District and Sessions Court,
Sangrur, (now Malerkotla) on
April 19,2021.

On June 24, 2016, torn pages
of Quran were recovered from
Jarg Road of Malerkotla leading
to unrest in the town. Police had
initially booked two brothers —
Vijay Kumar and Gaurav Kumar
— and Nand Kishore. But later
during investigation, the name
of Naresh Yadav cropped up
based on a statement by one of
the accused. Yadav was arrested
by a Punjab Police team from his
house in Delhi on July 24, 2016,
on charges of conspiracy to
spread social unrest.
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Court rejects plea
against order to
raze 3 storeys of
Sanjauli mosque

SAURABHPARASHAR
SHII\/ILA NOVEMBER 30

ADDITIONAL DISTRICT and
Sessions judge Praveen Garg on
Saturday dismissed the plea of
All Himachal Muslim
Organisation (AHMO) challeng-
ing the October 5 order of the
Municipal Commissioner's Court
to demolish three “illegally” built
storeys of Sanjauli mosque.

The muslim body had also
challenged the authority of
Mohammed Latif, president of
Sanjauli mosque committee,
who submitted before the
Shimla MC Commissioner
Bhupender Attri that the com-
mittee is ready to demolish the
illegal structure on the mosque
on September 12.

“The court has dismissed our
plea. We are yet to receive the
copy of the detailed order. After
reading the order, we will decide
the further course of action,” ad-
vocate Vishav Bhushan, who
represented AHMO, said.

Latif, who was present in the
court when the decision was an-
nounced, said, “The mosque
committee is bound to demolish
theillegal structure. We have de-
molished one floor. However, the
demolition work was stopped
due to the shortage of labour. We
have informed the court of the
MC Commissioner in writing
about the same. We informed
the court of MC Commissioner
that demolition work will be
completed after March, 2024.
There is a time frame from the
side of Himachal Pradesh High
Court for demolishing all illegal
structures by December 20.”

AHMO spokesperson and
petitioner Nazakat Ali Hashmi
had filed his plea in the court on
October 29, alleging that the af-
fidavit submitted by Latif to the
commissioner wasillegal. It was
claimed that the affidavit sub-
mitted by Latif was filed without
the consent of the committee.

On November 6, the court de-
clined to stay the commissioner's
decision but sought the records
of the decision. On the same day,
residents applied to become a
party to the case, and the court
sought responses from other par-
ties by the next hearing,.

Soren Cabinet formation gathers pace
as Congress and RJD jostle for berths

JATINANAND
& LALMANIVERMA
RANCHI, NEW DELHI,NOV 30

TWO DAYS after Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM) leader
Hemant Soren was sworn in as
Jharkhand Chief Minister with-
out any other ministers, the ne-
gotiations for the Cabinet posts
picked up momentum Saturday
among the INDIA bloc parties,
which were said to be marked
with hard bargaining.

The INDIA partner
Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) Liberation,
which secured two seats in the
Jharkhand Assembly polls, an-
nounced that it would not stake
claim over any ministerial posi-
tion. Jharkhand is mandated to
have 12 ministerial berths in-
cluding the CM's post.

However, sources in the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (R]D), which
has won four seats, said it would
"expect” more than one ministry.
With 16 MLAs on its side, the
Congress party is reportedly look-
ing at getting at least four min-
istries that the party also had in

the previous JMM-led INDIA al-
liance government, sources said.

“Things (regarding govern-
ment formation) should be clear
within the first week of
December. The Congress will get
four Cabinet posts as per the for-
mula (of one minister per four
MLA seats)... Who will get the
Cabinet berths is yet to be clari-
fied,” a senior state Congress
leader said. Inthe previous Soren
Cabinet, the Congress had four
ministers: Rameshwar Oraon,
Banna Gupta, Irfan Ansari and
Dipika Pandey. Barring Banna,
who lost from Jamshedpur West,
the other ministers retained their
seats with increased margins.

The RJD, which hasbeen able
toincrease its strength fromone
seatin the 2019 polls to four now,
is expecting two Cabinet posts.
In the previous Soren govern-
ment, the R]D's then lone MLA
Satyanand Bhokta was the
labour resources minister.

“We are sure to get at least
one more ministerial berth in the
new Jharkhand Cabinet. Our
lone MLA was a minister last
time. The party has four MLAs
now and a discussion at the top

Women should take
benefits of Central
schemes: Sitharaman

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MADHUBANI, NOVEMBER 30

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday urged
women to come forward and
take benefits of central schemes
to make them more capable and
empowered.

She was speaking at a credit
outreach programme held in
Madhubani, where loans to the
tune of Rs 1,121 crore were pro-
vided to 50,294 beneficiaries by
various banks.

“Our Prime Minister Narendra
Modi ji says there should be a
‘Lakhpati Didi' in every village of
the country... and for this, banks
have launched several schemes

Finance

. Minister
Nirmala

% Sitharaman

for providing financial assistance
to women.

“Women are being given fi-
nancial assistance and training
through every Self Help Group
(SHG) in Bihar. I urge women to
become a part of the schemes
launched by the central govern-
ment... so that they can become
more capable and empowered,”
Sitharaman said.

She said women would play
animportantrole inachieving the
goal of adeveloped India by 2047.

Will oppose Waqf Bill: YSRCP
shifts stance, puts TDP in a fix

In outreach to Muslims, Jagan breaks months of silence

NIKHILAHENRY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 30

AT A time when Andhra
Pradesh’s ruling Telugu Desam
Party (TDP), which is allied with
the BJP in the state and at the
Centre, has been silent on the
Waqgf (Amendment) Bill, 2024,
the Opposition YSR Congress
Party, led by Jagan Mohan Reddly,
has come out against the Bill ina
move that is being viewed as an
attempt to woo the state’s
Muslim population.

The YSRCP finds itself aligned
with the INDIA bloc, which has
been at odds with the Narendra
Modi-led NDA government over
the Bill. This has also been re-
flected in the deliberations of the
Joint Committee of Parliament,
which is examining the Bill.

Last Thursday, the Lok Sabha
passed a motion to extend the
tenure of this joint committee till
the last day of the Budget Session
nextyear. The motion was moved
by the panel chairperson and BJP
MP, Jagdambika Pal.

The YSRCP had been silent on
the Bill earlier. In the recent Lok
Sabhaand Assembly elections, the
TDP, along with allies BJP and the
Pawan Kalyan-led JanaSena Party
(JSP), ousted the YSRCP from
power in Andhra Pradesh, reduc-
ingittojust 11 Assembly and four
Lok Sabha seats. The NDA con-
stituents bagged the remaining
175 Assembly and 25 Lok Sabha
seats. Now, a weakened YSRCP
seems to be reaching out to the
Muslim community by opposing
the WaqfBill. The community ac-
counts for 9.56% of the state’s pop-
ulation as per the 2011 Census.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, YSRCP Lok Sabha MPPV
Mithun Reddy said, “The Waqf
Bill is being brought in without
taking Muslims into confidence.”
The YSRCP maintains that Waqf
land belongs to the community
and “cannot be forcefully taken

YSR Congress Party chief
Jagan Mohan Reddy

TDP’s
silence &
® strategy

EXPLAINED

THE EXTENSION granted
to the House panel exam-
ining the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill has
come as a breather to the
TDP amid pleas from
Muslim organisations to
pay heed to the sentiments
of the community on the
issue. The TDP, a key ally of
the BJP at the Centre, may
not have openly opposed
the Bill, but its leaders in-
sist referring it to the par-
liamentary panel for
scrutiny was done on the

| Y V54

party's insistence”.

away”, he said.

While calling it a “one-sided”
Bill, the YSRCP MP said, “Muslim
community leaders have submit-
ted their side of the argument
against the proposed amend-
ments. They have not given their
consent to amend the Waqf Bill.”

YSRCP’s Vijaysai Reddy, who
isamember of the parliamentary
panel formed to look into the
concerns around the Bill, had
raised objections during deliber-
ations, Mithun Reddy said. “We
will oppose the Bill in both Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha. We stand
with the minority community on

this,” he said.

The YSRCP had not opposed
the Bill when it was brought in
Parliament after the Lok Sabha
polls. “We are not with INDIA, so
we did not oppose the Bill at the
time. Now, after going through
the Bill in detail, we realise that it
is not in the best interest of the
minority community,” said a YS-
RCPleader. The party has 11 MPs
in the Rajya Sabha.

Explaining the YSRCP’s new
position on the Bill, a party leader
said it is looking to consolidate its
base among the Christian and
Muslim minorities to its advan-
tage. “When the TDP is openly
taking a communal stand, it is in
our interest to consolidate the mi-
nority vote,” the leader said.

Recently, during the Tirupati
laddu controversy, the TDP
brought up Jagan MohanReddy’s
Christian background, and Pawan
Kalyan projected himself as a de-
fender of Sanatan Dharma.

“As the Congress stands deci-
mated in Andhra Pradesh after the
bifurcation of the statein 2014, the
YSRCP has been the party in
which minorities have reposed
their faith,” a YSRCP source said.
After its Assembly poll rout, the
YSRCP is now clutching at every
vote it can get, the source said.

The YSRCP’s new stance has
put the TDP on the back foot, espe-
cially since Muslim organisations
have begun supporting Jagan
Mohan Reddy for opposing the
Bill. On Friday, adelegation froma
Muslim body Jamaat-e-Islami
Hind met Reddy to “appreciate the
YSRCP's stand on the Waqf Bill”.

The TDP appears to be in a
bind now, even as its leadership
has maintained that the party has
always been secular. So far, the
TDP leadership, including Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu, has
not issued a public statement on
the Waqf Bill. In November, how-
ever, TDP leader Nawab Jan said
the TDP will not pass “any Bill that
harms Muslims”.

CPI(ML)-Liberation general
secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya on Saturday
said they would not seek any
ministerial berth in the
Jharkhand government. P11

level has happened on this. As
Bihar elections are due next year,
arespectful representation to
smaller allies in government will
send a good message for INDIA
alliance,” said an RJD leader.
However, Jharkhand R]JD
spokesperson Rakesh Sharma
said “top leaders of the JMM and
Congress will collectively de-
cide” on the matter soon.
Speaking to the media
Saturday, CPI(M-L)L general sec-
retary Dipankar Bhattacharya
expressed gratitude for the peo-

ple’smandate in Jharkhand. “The
BJP led a vitriolic campaign. But
people showed it otherwise. The
Central government will also
need to respect this mandate.
We have two MLAs this time and
we will try to raise pertinent is-
sues both inside and outside the
Assembly,” he said.

Acknowledging that his
party's legislative strength is a
“small number”, Bhattacharya
said the CPI (M-L)L would be a
part of the INDIA bloc coordina-
tion committee but would not
exert “pressure” to claim any
ministerial berth.

“There is a lot of pressure for
ministerial berths (among INDIA
bloc parties). We just have two
MLAs. It is not proper to exert
pressure for a ministerial berth.
We will do our best to support
the government as far as deliver-
ing on guarantees is concerned.
We have not been offered any
(seats in the Cabinet),” he said.

A JMM leader said “discus-
sions were on” between the al-
lies regarding the contours of the
Cabinet. “This increased number
of INDIA MLAs is the reason for
delay in Cabinet formation.

JMM's strength too has in-
creased to 34, compared to 30
seats in 2019. As there is limited
space in the Cabinet, we have to
look for good names while
maintaining social and regional
balance,” he said.

A Congress leader said the IN-
DIA alliance was looking to “send
asignal of unity” from Jharkhand
and was hence taking time toiron
out smallissues if any. A leader of
the alliance said Cabinet forma-
tion is likely to be completed by
December 5, four days before the
special session of the newly-con-
stituted Jharkhand Assembly is
slated to begin. “What remains to
be seen is how many INDIA allies
will be sworn in as ministersin the
JMM-led government. The ques-
tionis whetheritwould be half of
the 12 ministers, that is around
six,” he said.

The state BJP went into a
huddle Saturday to assess the
reasons behind its second con-
secutive defeat in the Assembly
polls. BJP national general secre-
tary (organisation) BL Santhosh
presided over the first day of a
two-day review meeting at the
party's state headquarters.

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi with Congress MPs Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
and K C Venugopal at a public meeting in Kozhikode on Saturday. P11

In first tour to Wayanad after
election, Priyanka tears into BJP

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 30

BEGINNING HER two-day
Wayanad tour after being
elected to the Lok Sabha in last
week’s bypoll, Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra Saturday
said the BJP knows “no demo-
cratic norms”.

“There are no rules, no expla-
nations. Behaviour of the BJP
knows no democratic norms.
Institutions are destroyed. Even
our basic faith in the electoral
process and in other institutions
that held our country together,
wavered. Our fight is for the basic
values of the Constitution,” she
said, addressing a meeting at
Mukkam, which falls within
Wayanad Lok Sabha seat.

Later, speaking at a reception

given to her in Karulai in Nilambur
Assembly constituency, Priyanka
claimed that Parliament had not
functioned for a week as the BJP
was afraid to discuss certainissues
on which the Congress-led
Opposition wanted to hold dis-
cussions in the Lok Sabha.

“We have abig battle before us
in Parliamentand across India. We
are fighting to safeguard our
Constitution,” she said.

Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi was among senior
Congress leaders who joined
Priyanka. Referring to the sur-
vivors of the Wayanad landslide,
which killed around 300 people
four months back, Priyanka said:
“We require the same kind of
courage and tenacity. I had seen
how much courage you had
given to my brother and you also
gave me the same courage.l am
here tolearn yourissues and un-

derstand your problems".

Referring to Gautam Adani’s
indictment in the US, Rahul said:
“Constitution says all people
should be treated equally... Prime
Minister Modi says Adani is going
to be treated different from any
other Indian. PM Modi says it
does not matter if Adani had been
indicted in the US... In India, we
will not entitle it”.

Referring to the delay in giv-
ing a package for rehabilitation of
Wayanad landslide victims, Rahul
said Constitution says all people
in the country and all regions in
the country will be treated fairly.

“The Prime Minister says re-
gardless of the tragedy Wayanad
had faced, I will not give them
support that is their due. This is
the atmosphere where they are
operating,” he said, adding: “I'm
confident that we will defeat the
ideology of BJP.”
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Leader of Opposition in UP Assembly Mata Prasad Pandey and
other SPleaders in Lucknow on Saturday. Vishal Srivastav

BAN EXTENDED TILLDEC 10

SP leaders barred

from entering
Sambhal district

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 30

THREE SAMAJWADI Party (SP)
parliamentarians, including its
Sambhal MP, were barred from
entering the violence-hit district,
as the administration on
Saturday extended the ban on
the entry of outsiders into
Sambhal until December 10 to
maintain “peace and order”.

A 15-member SP delegation
was scheduled to visit Sambhal
to gather information about the
circumstances under which the
violence that claimed four lives
broke out.

The district administration's
directive on a ban, issued on
Saturday, applies to outsiders,
social organisations and public
representatives.

The SP leaders had planned
to enter Sambhal from different
directions but were thwarted by
heavy police deployment across
the state.In some areas, tensions
escalated, prompting the police
to detain a few of the leaders
temporarily. They were later re-
leased the same day.

Meanwhile, the party an-
nounced financial assistance of
X5 lakh each to the families of
those who were killed in the vi-
olence.

“We demand that the gov-
ernment provide X1 crore to each
of these families as compensa-

tion. We had planned to visit
Sambhal today, but heavy police
deployment prevented any del-
egation member from reaching
the district,” said Leader of
Opposition Mata Prasad Pandey,
the head of the delegation.

He added that on Sunday, the
party would convene a meeting
with former Chief Minister and
party chief Akhilesh Yadav to de-
cide the next course of action.

On Saturday morning, police
personnel were deployed out-
side the residence of Mata
Prasad Pandey, preventing him
from stepping out.

“Police force was deployed
outside my house and houses of
other leaders who were sched-
uled to go to Sambhal since
Saturday morning. We were
prevented from going there.
Several party workers and also
delegation members who at-
tempted to proceed were de-
tained by the police in
Moradabad,” he said.

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav accused the UP
government of engineering the
violence in Sambhal to distract
the public from alleged "rigging"
in the recent by-elections.

"The BJP has a vested inter-
estininstigating communal dis-
turbances to polarise the people
and divert their attention from
their abysmal record in gover-
nance,” he said.

-WITHPTIINPUTS

Kerala orders action over
irregularities in social
welfare pension scheme

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,NOV 30

A HIGH-LEVEL meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
on Saturday decided to take strin-
gent action against government
officials who had illegally pock-
eted various social welfare pen-
sions over the years.

An inspection conducted by
the Information Kerala Mission
earlier this month at the behest of
the State Finance Department had
found that as many as 1,458 state
government employeesin Kerala
were enjoying social welfare pen-
sions. The disclosure had drawn
wide-spread outrage.

After the meeting, a commu-

nication from the Chief Minister’s
office said such officials will face
departmental action, apart from
recovery of the money with inter-
est. “The officials, who facilitated
the entry of illegal persons, will
also face action. Besides, the ac-
tion will cover all those who ille-
gally pocket pensions. A concur-
rent audit will be held to remove
those dead from the list of benefi-
ciaries. Annual mustering will be
made mandatory and income
certificate and Aadhaar seeding
willbe made compulsory,”it said.
Earlier, Finance Minister KN
Balagopal said, “The illegally ob-
tained money will be levied from
them... They should not have done
it. The state welfare pension is
meant for the poor people.”

Congress fighting shy of naming Haryana Leader of
Opposition, Hooda asked by B]P govt to vacate house

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 30

ONE-AND-A-HALF MONTHS af-
ter the Congress suffered a
shock defeat at the hands of the
BJPinthe Haryana elections, the
Nayab Singh Saini government
has asked Congress veteran and
ex-chief minister Bhupinder
Singh Hooda to vacate the resi-
dence occupied by him as
Leader of the Opposition (LoP)
in the previous Assembly.

It is learnt that BJP minister
Vipul Goelis eyeing Hooda's bun-
galow (House No. 70) located in
Chandigarh’s upscale Sector 7.

The BJP government has is-
sued a notice to Hooda, asking
him to vacate the house.

Stung by the poll defeat, the
Congress high command has
been delaying the move to hold
a Congress Legislature Party
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(CLP) meeting to elect its leader,
who would also serve as the LoP.
Hooda, who has been occu-
pying the government bungalow
since 2019, has sought 15 days’
time to vacate the house.
Talking to The Indian Express,
Hooda said, “It (the notice) is a
normal procedure. There’s noth-
ing more to it. It (house) has to
be vacated, otherwise the penal
rent starts.”
House No. 70 was considered
a power centre in Haryana dur-
ing Hooda’s tenure as the CM
from 2004 till 2014. In that pe-
riod, the house was occupied by
Hooda’s then Principal Officer on
Special Duty M S Chopra.
Although the Congress had
plunged to 15 seats out of the
state’s 90 in the 2014 Assembly
polls with Hooda as the LoP, the
house was initially allotted to
him “in the capacity of being a
former CM”. He had then organ-

Haryana’s former CM
Bhupinder Singh Hooda

ised a massive gathering for the
grihapravesh (house warming)
in what was seen as a show of
strength in political circles.
During Hooda’s tenure as the
CM, the Haryana government
provided facilities to former CMs
equivalent to those for Cabinet
ministers. However, a few
months after the BJP formed the
government in 2014, then CM
Manohar Lal Khattar withdrew
this provision. Thus, Hooda had
to subsequently vacate the

house, which was then allotted
to Industries and Commerce
Minister Vipul Goel, who is again
eyeing the same bungalow.

The house was however al-
lotted to Hooda afresh after the
2019 Assembly polls, even
though the Congress still lost the
polls following which he was
again named the LoP.

The results of the recent
Assembly polls were declared on
October 8 and the new govern-
ment led by CM Saini took oath
on October 17. The BJP’s minis-
ters in the previous government
who lost had already vacated
their official bungalows, which
have now been allotted to the
newly-inducted ministers.

About eight weeks after the
polls, the Congress has still not
picked its CLP leader. After each
of the last four Assembly elec-
tions, the LoP, irrespective of the
party, had been declared within

afortnight of the announcement
of the results.

In the Congress’s case this
time, infighting between the ri-
val party factions led by Hooda
and Sirsa MP Kumari Selja has
delayed the decision on the CLP
leader, party insiders said.

Hoodahas been downplaying
the delay. During the just-con-
cluded Winter Session of the
Assembly, Hooda told reporters:
“Itisnotuncommon not to havea
LoP in the Vidhan Sabha. The de-
cision has to be taken by the party
high command and they shall
takeit soon.” But things are not go-
ing well within the Haryana
Congress ever since the party
failed to reach the majority mark,
getting 37 seats. Congress sources
told The Indian Express that intense
lobbying is continuing within the
state party unit to corner the post
of the CLPleader. FULLREPORTON
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31% of Bihar govt’s health
budget not used between
2016-2022: CAG report

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER 30

THE BIHAR government was not able to
spend 31% of its total health budget be-
tween 2016-17 and 2021-22, the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India
said inits latest report on the state’s public
health, basic infrastructure and services.
The figures, presented in a report that
was tabled in the Assembly on November
28, has drawn criticism from the Opposition.
According to the CAG, “Between the fi-
nancial years of 2016-17 and 2021-22, the
state spent only 348,047 crore (69 %) of to-
tal budget provisions 0f369,730.83 crore.”
Thereportalso highlighted some other
important aspects, such as massive short-
age of doctors. According to the report,
Bihar is still short of 66,775 doctors — 53 %
less than the number recommended by
the WHO and 32% less than the national
average. The WHO recommends 1,24,919
doctors for a population of 12.49 crore (as
of March 2022), the report says.
Likewise, there’s also a shortage of
nurses, paramedical staff and essential
medicines in government hospitals. While
the shortage of nurses ranged from 18%
(Patna)to 75%(Purnia), that of paramedics
ranged from 45% (Jamui) to 90% (East

Rajasthan to introduce

Champaran). Shortage of essential medi-
cines ranged from 21-65% in OPDs and 34-
83% for those admitted at hospitals be-
tween 2016 and 2022. The CAG has made
as many as 31 recommendations to im-
prove health services in the state.
“Bihar’s achievement in respect of key
healthindicators (like MMR, NMR, TFR etc.)
was well below the SDG targets as well as
the average national achievement during
2020-21,” the report said, recommending
“adequate deployment of health workers
in health care units” and increasing the
number of registration counters and staff
to reduce waiting time for registration.
The Opposition RJD has attacked the
state government for the underutilised
health budget. Significantly, the RJD was part
of the Nitish Kumar-led government from
August 2022 to January 2024, when the CM
broke the alliance to go back to the NDA.
Congress spokesperson Gyan Ranjan
Gupta said leaving 31% health funds un-
used “shows inefficacy of the system, es-
pecially when we are too short of doctors,
support staff and medical equipment".
Senior BJP leader and Health Minister
Mangal Pandey defended it saying: “The
state government has been trying its best
to ensure that its budget is optimised but
some funds could not be used because of
procedural delays”.

Surat: Three girls die of suspected gas poisoning

Surat: Three girls died from suspected gas
poisoning after inhaling plumes from a
bonfire caused by burning garbage in an
open field in Surat industrial area, police

said on Saturday. The victims were iden-
tified as Durga Mahanto (12), Amita
Mahanto (14),and Anita Mahanto (8), po-
lice said. PTI

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT: OPERATION BRANCH 5/9,

b apae Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited

Registered Office- Indian Rayon Compound, Veraval, Gujarat- 362266
Branch Office- Aditya Birla Housing Finance Ltd, Unit No. 710 A | 7th Floor
| Corporate Park | B-109 | Sanjay Place | Agra -282002.

APPENDIX IV[See Rule 8 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002]
Possession Notice(for Inmovable Property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the authorized officer of Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited
under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with
Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice calling upon the
borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of
the said notice.
The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of the property described herein
below in exercise of the powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said act read with
rul8 the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
The borrowers in particular and public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Aditya Birla
Housing Finance Limited for an amount of mentioned below and interest thereon. Borrowers
attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section 8 of Section 13 of the act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the secured assets.

1. Name of Borrower: MEENA WO RAJU & DEV KUMAR

Outstanding: Rs. 13,21,815/- (Rupees Thirteen Lakh Twenty One Thousand Eight Hundred Fifteen
Only) Demand Notice Dated: 11-09-2024 Date of Possession: 27-11-2024

Description of the Immovable Property

All That Piece And Parcel Of Residential Double Storied Property House On Plot No. 4-A, Khasra No.
104, Admeasuring 65 Sqg. Yds I.E. 54.34 Sq. Mtrs., Mohalla Basera Bagh, Dayal Bagh Hariparwat
Ward, Agra, Near Basera Estate Mauza Jaganpur, Tehsil & District Agra, Uttar Pradesh-282001,
And, Bounded As: East: Raasta Vanikas 16 Ft. Wide, Waest: Others House, North: Plot No. 4-B,
South: Plot No. 3-A/House

2. Name of Borrower: RAJESH KUMAR SHARMA & VINITA DEVI

Outstanding: Rs. 13,22,932.71/- (Rupees Thirteen Lakh Twenty Two Thousand Nine Hundred

Thirty Two and Seventy One Paise Only)

Demand Notice Dated: 12-09-2024 Date of Possession: 27-11-2024
Description of the Immovable Property

All That Piece And Parcel Of Property Nagar Nigam House No. 42/12/2167, Admeasuring Area 110

Sqg. Yds. I.E. 91.97 Sq Meter, Mauza Naraich, Teshil Etmadpur, District Agra, Khasra No. 2167, Moja

Chandra Nagar, Agra, Uttar Pradesh- 282006, And Bounded As: East: Prop Of A.D.A, West: 20 Ft.

Wide Road, North: Plot Of Chetan Gupta & Pavan Kumar Gupta, South: Plot Of Chetan Gupta.

Measuring: East Side: 18 Ft. West Side: 18 Ft. North Side: 55 Ft., South Side: 55 Ft.

Date : 27-11-2024 Authorised Officer
Place : AGRA Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited

UNDER HILL ROAD: DELHI - 110054
PUBLIC NOTICE

CHROMIUM BASED HOLOGRAM STICKER ON OLD & NEW
VEHICLES REGISTERED IN NCT OF DELHI

1. General Public is hereby informed that the installation of Chromium
Based Hologram Sticker on new vehicles (w.e.f. 01.04.2019) and old
vehicles (registered till 31.03.2019) registered in NCT of Delhi is a
mandatory requirement, as per Hon'ble Supreme Court's order dated
13.08.2018 and subsequent amendment in Rule 50 of Central Motor
Vehicles Rules, 1989.

2. The Owners of old/ existing vehicles are advised to approach their
concerned vehicles dealers for affixing Chromium Based Hologram,
depending on the relevant class of fuel, on the windshield of their
respective vehicle.

3. The on-line booking facility for affixation of HSRP alongwith colour
coded sticker at home 1s available through the website of Society of
Indian Automobile Manufacturers www.siam.in. A link is also
available at http://transport.delhi.gov.in.

4. The vehicle owners, who fail to get the colour coded sticker (third
registration mark) and HSRP affixed on their vehicles are liable for
prosecution under the Motor Vehicle Act and Rules.

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER (OPS)
DIP/SHABDARTH/CLASSIFIED/0273/24/25

Bill against forceful
religious conversions

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, NOVEMBER 30

THE RULING BJP government in
Rajasthan has decided to intro-
duce a bill in the upcoming
Assembly session to stop reli-
gious conversion by force or
fraud in the state. A decision in
this regard was taken during the
cabinet meeting chaired by CM
Bhajan Lal Sharma on Saturday.
Arunachal, Odisha, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand,
and Uttarakhand have already
implemented similar laws.
“The Rajasthan Prohibition of
Unlawful Conversion of Religion
Bill-2024 will be tabled in the
upcoming session of the
Assembly to stop attempts of
conversion by inducement or
fraud. At present there is no spe-

cific law in the state regarding
stoppingillegal conversion, soits
proposal was approved after
consideration in the cabinet
meeting,” said Law and Legal
Affairs Minister Jogaram Patel.

He further said that after this
bill becomes a law, no person or
institution will be able to convert
a person by using misrepresen-
tation, fraud, force, undue influ-
ence etc. If any person or institu-
tion carries out such an act, they
will be severely punished.

“If someone marries with the
intention of converting a per-
son's religion against the law,
then the family court can declare
such marriage invalid. In this law,
the crime will be non-bailable
and cognizable. In several other
states, laws already exist to pre-
vent forced conversion and
Rajasthan will also follow their
footsteps,” said Patel.

Karnataka Bill to replace
Gov with CM as state varsity
chancellor gets Cabinet nod

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER 30
THE KARNATAKA Cabinet on
Thursday approved a draft
amendment bill to replace the
governor with the chief minister
as the chancellor of Karnataka
State Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj University.

The Karnataka State Rural
Development and Panchayat Raj
(Amendment) Draft Bill 2024,
aims at transferring the gover-
nor’s powers to the chief minis-
ter. It will become a law once it
is tabled and passed in the
Legislative Assembly and
Legislative Council in the up-

coming Winter Session and gets
the governor’s assent.

“The Cabinet has decided to
approve the bill that will trans-
fer the powers of the chancellor
from the governor to the chief
minister. After thisamendment,
the chief minister will be the
chancellor of the university,” H
K Patil, Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister, said.

InSeptember, the Cabinet had
approved an amendment to the
Act that gave powers to the gover-
nor to appoint a vice-chancellor
to the State Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj University, set-
ting off a fresh standoff between
the Congress government and
Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot.

| ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, NAGPUR

Plot No.2, Sector-20, MIHAN, Nagpur, Pin: 441108,
www.alimsnagpur.edu.in
Academic Section
AIIMS - PhD Programme
January - 2025 Session

All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Magpur invites applications for
admission in PhD Programme January 2025 Session

DATES FOR APPLICATION

PhD

Opens On

Closes On

Programme

05" December 2024

20" December 2024

Important: For Prospectus, detailed information etc. please
visit the website www.aiimsnagpur.edu.in. All subsequent

website ONLY.

Corrigendum/Addendum/Updates will be uploaded on the

Dean (Academics)

TATA STEEL

PUBLIC INFORMATION

This is to inform that Tata Main Hospital,
Jamshedpur is going to destroy its medical
records from Oct 2018 to Mar 2019 (General
Discharges)and Jan 2013 - Dec 2013 (AlIMLC
Cases/Death). Anybody requiring a copy of
these records may contact Medical records
section before 31.12.2024

T

TATA

Registered Office: Bombay House,

24, Homi Mody Street, Fort, Mumbai 400 001, India
Tel.: 022 66658282 Fax: 022 66657724
(CIN) - L27100MH1907PLC000260
Website: www.tatasteel.com
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A~

>  Maharaja
8§  Shoor
Saini
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Under Sant-Mahapurush Samman Avam
Vichaar Prasar Yojana

State L_evel
Function

Chief Guest
Sh. Nayab Singh Saini

Chief Minister, Haryana

Date- December1,2024 | Time-11am
Venue - Baba Gaibi Saheb Ground,
Near Saini Bhawan, Chandana Gate, Kaithal

Scan the QR code to
join the program
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Mumbai police book
actor Sharad Kapoor in
sexual harassment case

Mumbai: Mumbai police have
registered a sexual harassment
case against actor Sharad Kapoor
on the complaint of a 32-year-
old actress and producer from
Goregaon. Kapoor, who is best
known for his work in films like
Josh, Lakshya and Dastak, has de-
nied the allegations.

The Khar police said they had
registered a case against the actor
Wednesday night and were inves-
tigating the matter.

The complainant alleged that
Kapoor invited her to his house
on the pretext of discussing a film

shoot. He called her into his bed-
room, where he lay naked, and
“hugged” and “groped” her,
prompting her to run away. The
actor also sent her a photo and a
link to obscene material over
WhatsApp, and abused the com-
plainant using vulgar language by
sending voice notes, states the FIR.

Investigators said the police
booked him under various sec-
tions of the Bharatiya Nyay
Sanhita (BNS) pertaining to sex-
ual assaullt.

They also said no arrests
were made in the case. ENS

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 82nd RAISING DAY OF THE 2ND
BATTALION, THE BIHAR REGIMENT, WE SALUTE THE VEER
BIHARIS, WHO HAVE MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE FOR
THE MOTHER LAND.
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Nk Chavan
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REFUGEE TRAIN PROTECTION DUTY, GUJRAT, PAKISTAN
(11 JAN 1948)
Capt Gurbachan Singh Grewal,SC, Jem Shyam Bahadur Singh, Nk
Rama Pati Singh, L / Nk Sita Ram, Sep Hari Charan, Sep Dharam
Nath Singh, Sep Manki Jarika, Sep Barnabas Soy, Sep Pothlu Singh,
Sep Junas Dangwar, Sep Ram Autar, Sep Sena Bhadru Singh, Sep
Harnand Singh, Sep Bala Din, Sep Roen Surin, Sep Ram Raj Singh,
Sep Jawahar Singh, Sep Sheo Charan Birua, Sep Ishwar Dutt Topno,
Sep Joseph Tuti, Sep Sani Charan Karwa, Sep Jamuna Singh, Sep
Budhwa Munda, Sep Shankar Hembrom, Sep Sheo Kumar, Sep Pirthi
Singh, Sep Gopi Nath Singh, Sep Sheo Nandan Rai, Sep Dwarka
Singh, Sep Babuni, Sep Lal Dhari Singh, Sep Sheo Prasad Singh, Sep
Ram Prasad, Sep Sudarshan Singh, Sep Muni Lal, Sep Paika Dhan
J & K OPERATIONS (1948 - 1949)
Maj K S Thimayya, Capt Khazan Singh Rupyal, Hav Suleman Kongari,
Nk Sohan Singh, Nk Nikodim Horo, Nk Daniel Suren, Nk Jadu Nath
Singh, Sep Shiv Narain Singh, Sep Paulus Minj, Sep Hiziekel Tute,
Sep Jageshwar Singh, Sep Rudel Singh, Sep Jai Ram Singh, Sep Jai
Masih Orea, Sep Jinanam Turia, Sep Rajeshwar Singh, Sep Bir Singh
Bari, Sep Birsa Aind, Sep Raisin Marandi, Sep Benjamin Dhan, Sep
Gulab Singh, Sep Ram Sewak Singh, Sep Shiv Dhani Singh, Sep
Samuel Topno, Sep Habil Topno, Sep Narendra Hansda, Sep Bhima
Marandi, Sep John Kandulna, Sep Sukra Munda, Sep Bhagwati
Pathak, Sep Deo Narain Singh, Sep Din Dayal Yadav, Sep Bhuali
Singh, Sep Kaleshwar, Sep Kusno Tudu, Sep Johan Soren, Sep Ishaq
Kandulna, Sep Banuk Alda, Sep Chhotka Soren
J & K OPERATIONS (1964 - 1965)
Sep Mukund Deogam, Sep Shivji Rai, Sep Bhagwati Pathak, Sep Sheo
Narain Singh, Sep Deo Narain Singh, Sep Din Dayal Yadav, Sep
Kollector Pandey, Sep Mahesh Singh,
OP RAKSHAK J&K

00,000 ‘ineligible’ beneficiaries in Kerala
under PM Kisan Samman Nidhi, shows data

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 30

OVER 60,000 ineligible persons,
including income tax payers, in
Kerala have been pocketing cen-
tral government's flagship
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi — an initiative to ensure
minimum income support of
X6,000/year for farmers.

Data from the State Level
Bankers Committee shows that
the figure of ineligible beneficiar-
ies doubled since 2022, when the
Centre first directed the state to
screen the list and remove disen-
titled ones from the scheme after
ensuring refund.

The tardy process in Kerala
with regard to recovery of the
money from the ineligible ac-
counts comes close on the heels

of the state finance department
finding that 1,458 state govern-
ment employees have been
pocketing various welfare pen-
sions meant for the weakest sec-
tion of society.

According to data provided at
a meeting of the SLBC earlier this
week, the PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi in Kerala has 60,687 ineligi-
ble beneficiaries,and the amount
to be refunded is X36.40 crore.
However, onlyX13.59 crore could
be recovered so far from 22,661
ineligible persons.

Government documents
show that the Centre had first told
the state in early 2022 to weed
outineligible beneficiaries and re-
cover theamount already paid to
the accounts of such persons. At
that time, the state had only
31,416 ineligible beneficiaries
while 37.2 lakh farmers in Kerala
were included in the scheme.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

1 December 2014

Shaheed Shaheed
Shri B. S. Shri Rajesh
Verma, Kapuria,
Dy. Comdt. Asstt. Comdt.
06-08-1961 To| | 09-01-1977 To
01-12-2014 01-12-2014
223 Bn 223 Bn

Shaheed SI Shaheed Head

Hemaraj Constable
Sharma Panchu Ram
15-07-1986 To | |05-04-1971 To
01-12-2014 01-12-2014
223 Bn 223 Bn

Shaheed
HC/RO
Kuldeep Punia
27-01-1989 To
01-12-2014
04 Sig Bn

Constable
Umaji Pawar
30-06-1991 To
01-12-2014
223 Bn

Shaheed Shaheed
Constable Constable
K. Ram Mohan P L. Manjhi
06-03-1989 To | |14-05-1979 To
01-12-2014 01-12-2014
223 Bn 223 Bn

o

Wl

Shaheed
Constable
Mukesh Kumar
15-07-1993 To
01-12-2014
223 Bn

Shaheed
Constable
Gauri Shanker
10-12-1986 To
01-12-2014
223 Bn

- -~ M
Shaheed Shaheed Constable
Constable Radheshyam
Manish Singh Ram
15-11-1989 To | [04-11-1978 To
01-12-2014 01-12-2014
223 Bn 223 Bn

Maj Rakesh Trivedi,SM, Nb Sub R C Pandit, Nk Vijay Linda, Nk (Armr)
Arvind Singh Tomar, Nk B A Kujur, Sep G R Kachhap, Sep Bisu Oraon,

Sep Sunil Kumar.

OP RHINO
Nk Bharat Singh Honhaga, Nk Rama Shanker Singh, Nk Chavan Vinod
Bapu Rao, L/Nkj Shri Ram Yadav,Sep Paras Nath Tirkey, Sep Jay Kumar
Singh, Sep Bhola Toppo, Sep Amrit Kumar Tirkey, Sep Randhir Kumar,

Sep Paraw Murmu.

You lived up to the Regiment's motto of "Karm Hi Dharm".
Your gallantry will always serve as an inspiration for us.
We, the fraternity of The Veer Biharis, salute you.

The Bihar Regiment Association

1”4"' '
3

In proud memory of Bravehearts of
6th Battalion The Dogra Regiment,
who made the supreme sacrifice while
serving the Nation at Poonch (J&K)
on 01 Dec 1991. Their act of valour,
raw courage & devotion to duty will
always remain a source of inspiration

On 1 December 2014, joint forces of
150, 206, and 223 Battalions of
CRPF launched an operation against
Maoists near Tandamarka and
Kasalpara villages, PS Chintagupha,
District ~Sukma. The troops
uncovered a Maoist hideout,

Shaheed Shaheed |recovering rifles and equipment.
Constable Constable |Around 1030 hrs, they were
Safi Bhatt Deepal; Kuzmar ambushed near Kasalpara, with
04-11-1978 To | 103-04-1992 To insurgents firing from a hilltop.

01-12-2014 01-12-2014 Despite the tactical disadvant
293 Bn 293 Bn espite the tactical disadvantage,
the troops launched a daring

counterattack. Unbeknownst to them, another Maoist group lay hidden
in the village, opening fire from behind, trapping them in a two-sided
ambush. Undeterred, the troopers fought valiantly until reinforcements
arrived, neutralizing 15-20 Maoists and forcing the rest to flee. In this
fierce encounter, 14 brave CRPF troopers made the ultimate sacrifice.
Their courage and dedication to the nation will forever be

However, the number of inel-
igible beneficiaries has nearly
doubled to 60,687 as of November
2024 while the number of eligible
beneficiaries in Kerala has come
down — dataon the scheme’s por-
tal shows that, as on November
30,Kerala hasonly 28.1 lakh eligi-
ble beneficiaries.

The state’s agriculture depart-
ment has been tasked to identify
the ineligible beneficiaries and
the central government has is-
sued a standard operating proce-
dure torecover the amount from
the ineligible, government
sources said. “We are in the
process of identifying the ineligi-
ble farmers and removing them
from the data. Many ineligible
persons are refusing to refund
the amount,” an official said.

Krishi Bhavans (panchayat
level agricultural offices) have to
examine the list of beneficiaries

and weed out ineligible benefici-
aries. “Insome places, local politi-
cians or panchayat members,
who enrolled the ineligible, are
alsodelaying the recovery. We are
still in the process of cleaning the
list, but it is a slow process.
Respective banks have also been
frequently intimated about ineli-
gible accounts,” the official said.
When the scheme was
launched in 2019, the target was
to cover the maximum number
of people. “But we don't know
how the number of ineligible has
grown over the years despite
screening to find them had be-
gunin 2022,” the official said.
Meanwhile, an official with
the SLBC said the banking sector
can initiate refund or recovery
process only on the intimation
from the agriculture depart-
ment. “We have no provision to
take a suo motu action. When

we get intimation from the agri-
culture department, we hold the
balance in the account (restric-
tion) and there is an automatic
process to pull out the amount
toberefunded,” the official said,
adding that as an alternative, the
government should initiate the
recovery process.

Ineligible beneficiaries in
Kerala continue to benefit from
the Kisan Samman Nidhi at a
time the state's dependence on
agriculture for livelihood is the
lowest in the country. A recent
study conducted by NABARD
had found that only 18% house-
holds in Kerala are agricultural
households, whereas the figure
at the national level is 57%.

This figure for Andhra
Pradesh is 53 percent, Assam
67%, Madhya Pradesh 64%,
Jharkhand 69%, Karnataka 55%,
Gujarat 54% and Tamil Nadu 57%.

'SOLAR, WIND CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANT SHARE OF POWER

Study: Day-time charging of EVs
can cut carbon emissions by 10%

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 30

WHILE INDIA has been record-
ing an impressive growth in the
number of electric vehicles, the
gains in terms of emissions sav-
ings are not getting fully realised,
mainly due to continued high
dependence on coal for power
generation and the fact that elec-
tric vehicles are charged mainly
at night.

A new study by New Delhi-
based Centre for Social and
Economic Progress (CSEP) found
that a shift to day-time charging,
when renewables like solar and
wind contribute a significant
proportion of power generation,
could avoid an additional ten per
cent of carbon dioxide emissions.

“To put things into perspec-
tive, this means that day-time
charging can unlock additional
yearly emission reductions of 10
kg of CO2 per vehicle in case of
electric scooter and about 106 kg
for an electric sedan,” Shyamasis
Das, the lead researcher, said.

“...considering the total num-
ber of electric scooters and elec-
tric sedans onroad currently, this
translates to additional emissions
savings of over 11,000 tonnes of
CO2inayearin case of e-scooters
and more than 8,000 tonnes of
CO2 for electric sedans,” he said.

The study says that while
electric vehicles still offer sub-
stantial climate benefits over
conventional transport vehicles,
these are not entirely clean. The
carbon footprint of the electric

Reuters file

Carbon footprint of EVs comes mainly from emissions during
manufacturing and carbon load of power used in charging

vehicles comes mainly from the
embedded emissions in the
manufacturing process and the
carbon load of the electricity
used for charging these vehicles.

India now has over four mil-
lion electric vehicles, almost 90
per cent of which are two-wheel-
ers. Although the penetration of
electric vehicles in the four-
wheeler market is less than two
per cent, itis growing atafastrate.

Das’s study finds that the cli-
mate benefits of electric vehicle
usage in India have slightly been
overstated till now, mainly due to
lack of disaggregated analysis tak-
ing into account different kinds of
vehicles, variations in the carbon
load of electricity generation and
timing of charging.

“Most of our current under-
standing are based on studies that
have used one vehicle model as
representative of the entire seg-
ment. But different models have
different energy efficiencies, be-

and motivation to all of us.
“BRAVES DIE, BUT ONLY ONCE”
Remembered by Commanding

Officer and All Ranks 6 DOGRA.

Late Sep

Singh Kamlesh Kumar

remembered.

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH

01-12-1982
62 Bn

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
1 December 1982

On this day, while deployed to counter insurgent
activities in Nagaland, 62 Battalion of CRPF faced a
- grave challenge. Guarding Dak Bungalow, Chuchem
Long, Constable N. Iyyam Pillai was ambushed by
underground Naga rebels. Displaying exceptional
Shaheed Constable [courage, he fiercely resisted the assault. Despite being
N. Iyyam Pillai|grievously injured in the encounter, he fought valiantly
20-05-1956 To|until his last breath, making the ultimate sacrifice in
service to the nation.

Gulfam

01-12-1988
76 Bn

1 December 1988
During a surge in terrorism in Punjab, 76 Battalion of
CRPF was tasked with searching the house of a
notorious terrorist, in Tapiala village, PS Beas, District
Majitha, Amritsar. As the house was cordoned off, a
fierce exchange of fire erupted, resulting in the
B, [elimination of two terrorists. While attempting to
Shaheed Consiable |€S€aPe; the terrorists were intercepted by Constable
Gulfam, who engaged them with precision. Despite
10-06-1964 To being gravely injured in the counterfire, he displayed
extraordinary bravery, crawling to a better position and
continuing the fight. Later, the braveheart succumbed
Jto his injuries and attained martyrdom. For his

indomitable courage and valour, Constable Gulfam was awarded the
President’s Police Medal for Gallantry.

DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION & PUBLIC
RELATIONS NAHARLAGUN

NOTICE
NO. IPR (TAB) 20/2024 Dated, Itanagar, the, 30th November 2024

The Notice Inviting Expression of Interest vide even number dated

23" November 2024 for three Dimension Model and subsequent

Fabrication of Tableaux for Republic Day 2025 at New Delhi stand

cancelled due to non-selection by the Expert Committee of Ministry of

Defence, Govt. of India, New Delhi vide their letter No. 1(11I)/1/2024/D
(Cer) dated 29th November 2024.

Sd/-

NYALI ETE, IAS

Secretary

Information & Public Relations

Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh

DIPR/ARN/001695-96/24 Itanagar

i r* 1

Bijendra
Prasad Tiwari
06-07-1967 To

01-12-1991
89 Bn

1 December 1991

On 29 November 1991, troops of 89 Battalion of CRPF
set up a Naka at Atti Canal Bridge, PS Goraya, as part
of anti-terrorist operations in Punjab. Suddenly,
terrorists launched an attack, prompting a swift
q \ | retaliation. In the fierce encounter, Constable Bijendra

*. & | “|Prasad Tiwari sustained critical injuries. Despite his
Shaheed Constble wounds, he fought valiantly until he was evacuated to
Hospital at Ludhiana, where he succumbed to his
injuries on 1st December, attaining martyrdom in a
blaze of courage and sacrifice.

Shaheed Head

01-12-2005
119 Bn

2005.

1 December 2005
On 16 November 2005, troops of 119 Battalion of CRPF
were conducting an area domination patrol near
Ahirguda village, PS Errabore, district Dantewada,
when they were ambushed by Maoists. The insurgents
detonated a powerful IED, severely injuring HC M.
Biren Singh, followed by indiscriminate gunfire.
Despite his injuries, he took position and retaliated
alongside his fellow troopers. Undeterred by the

Constable
M. Biren | Wellentrenched Maoists, the troops launched a flanking
Singh assault, forcing the insurgents to retreat. HC M. Biren

18-03-1964 To|Singh, who displayed remarkable bravery in the face of
the enemy, succumbed to his injuries on 1 December

New Okhla Industrial ﬂE’?ElﬂpI‘l’lEI‘lt Authnrity
Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida G.B Nagar, (U.P.)

Website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com
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NOTICE INVITING OPEN TENDER

TENDER Notice No. 38TRDIDNR/OT/ 24-25

The Divisional Radway Manager, EC
Railway Danapur invites sealed apan tandes
on behalf of the President of India for the
following works, Tender No,
TROVDNR/OTI3824-25 (1) Name of work
with its locatlon : Balance work of
TIATSS and SHKTSES over Danapur
Division , (2) Approx cost of the work (NIT
value) @ Rs. 433030408 (3} Earnest
money to be deposited : Rs. 86,600/
(4) Date & Time for selling, submission
and opening of Tender : The tender have
fo be submitted online on www.ireps.gov.in
upio 12.00 hrs. on the date of opening i.e.
23.12.2024 and will be opeanad on the
same day at 12.30 hrs. (5) Website
particulars, notice board location where
complete details of tender can be seen
and address of the office from where the
tender form can be purchased etc. ;
Detalled tender notsce, eligibility critena &
tender documents can be seen from the
CRIS website: hitpl’'www.ireps.gov.in &
full detaks of nofice can be seen on
notice board of Sr. DEE (TRDYE.C.
Raiiway’ Danapur. All corrigendum will
be uploaded on website if required.
Divinl. Railway Manager, Danapur
PRME14/DNR/ETRD/T/24-25/36

@ |NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Open E-Tender Motioe No.:
N Elect O T 292024, D 29-11-2024
E-Tender areimated by Sr. Davisional

Elecirical Engimeer (G)1MN.E. Bailway
lzatnagar for & on behaif of the President
of India for the following wark:-
S.Mo-1, !'?l.*m;:"-r:-lll_rll of work: Electrical
work in connection with provizion. of
mvechonized Jaundry (2 Too) ot Tanokpur

giation in [zzamagar division. Details:
Anproximate tender Value in Bs:
T 04,600,778 03, Earmest Money in Bs.;

* 1.29300-, Cost of fender paper in
Fsc Nil, Date. & time of closing E-
tender; 260-12-2024 af 100 hours,
Completion time from the dafe of 155
of letter of Acceptance: Four Months.
# Manual offers are nod allowed apainst
this tender -and such manual offer
received shall be ignored. » The tender
can be viewed at website fefipsanen,
ireps.govin . The tendererbidders
miust have Class-111 Dagital sipnatare
certificate & must have registered on
[REPS Portal » Only registered tendere
bidders can participate i e-tendering,
= All relevant papers miust be upkoaded
at the time of paricipating in e-tenderg.
S Div, Elecirical Enginecr (G}

CPROVidyut-184 leatmagar

Never travel on
rocl and fooft boards.

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

cause of which generalisations
can be erroneous. A few studies
have used the Tata Nexon model
as representative of the entire
four-wheeler segment and con-
cluded that the emissions per km
of this segment was 70 gmCO2
per km. However, when we cal-
culated the average emissions for
the segment, we found the four-
wheeler passenger segment had
emissions of 100 gmCO2 per km
atanational level,” Das said.

His study also looked at the
carbon footprint of EVsin nine dif-
ferent cities. It found that EVs of-
fered cleanest rides in Bengaluru
and the dirtiest in Kolkata.

The study says that while
greater renewable integration in
power generation would improve
the climate benefits of EVsin due
course, the government needed
to ensure a shift towards day-time
charging of EVs in short term.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Maternal deaths:
Karnataka bars
using ringer
lactate IV fluid,
probe underway

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER 30

FOLLOWING THE recent spurtin
maternal deaths reported from
Ballari, the Karnataka health de-
partment has asked all state gov-
ernment hospitals to stop using
abatch of ringer lactate solution,
an intravenous fluid used for
rehydration and restoring fluid
balances.

“A full probe is underway.
Every life is precious we know
and as a result we have ordered
astop to the use of ringer lactate
solution across the state. A final
decision will be taken after alab-
oratory analysis of samples is
available,” Karnataka health
minister Dinesh Gundu Rao said
Saturday.

Of the 34 caesarean section
deliveries cases reported at the
Ballari district hospital between
November9thand 11th, sevenre-
sulted in medical complications
and four ended up in deaths.

A technical team sent to the
hospital found that there was no
negligence by medical officers
“but doubts have been expressed
about some of the products
used,” the health minister said.

The ringer lactate solution,
under the technical team’s lens,
is supplied by a West Bengal
based pharma firm and samples
have been sent to the Central
Drug Testing Laboratory for qual-
ity testing, the minister said.

Odisha man gets
20-yr jail for rape
of 5-year-old girl

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BALASORE,NOVEMBER 30

A 40-YEAR-OLD man was sen-
tenced to 20 years injail by a spe-
cial courtin Odisha’s Balasore dis-
trict Saturday for raping a
five-year-old girl. The incident
took place on May 3 when the
girl's mother sent her to a nearby
shop tobuy soap. On the way, the
man got hold of her. Promising
her some snacks, he took hertoa
secluded place where he raped
her, according to the prosecution.

Besides sentencing him to 20
years in jail, the special POCSO
court of Judge Ranjan Kumar
Sutar imposed a fine of X5,000.

The man was convicted un-
der IPC section 376 (AB) and the
POCSO Act, said Special Public
Prosecutor Pranab Kumar Panda.

The court directed the
District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) to pay a compensation of
4 lakhs to the survivor.

Lone Barnawapara Tiger captured after

entering town, moved to new reserve

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU

RAIPUR,NOVEMBER 30

THE LONE tiger that came to
Chhattisgarh’s Barnawapara
sanctuary in March this year was
relocated to the newly notified
Guru Ghasidas-Tamor Pingla
Tiger Reserve after it entered a
village and then into a town. Its
movement could have resulted
ina possible human-animal con-
flict, the authorities suspected.
The four-year-old male tiger
was sighted Thursday in Kot vil-
lage of Kasdol Tehsil in the
Baloda Bazar Forest Division,
venturing perilously close to hu-
man habitations, an official said.

Aradio collar has been
placed on the tiger to track
its movements

the same day where it came near
amarket. Around 60 officials and
men from forest and police de-
partments, two elephants and a
JCB machine were brought for

It entered Kasdol town on  the operation.

BANARAS LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, VARANASI - 221004
Mo.-SSEISASWORKS E-TENDER NOTICE Date: 26,11,2024
DOv. Chief Mechanical Engineer/Engine, BLW, Varanasi acting for and on
behalf of Prasident of India invites E-Tendears for the following waorks: S Mo 1,
Tender Mo, SSE-SAS-TURBO, Mame of work: Repair of old HHP
overhauled turbo container, Approximate cost Rs.: ¥ 10,65,690/- ((Rupees
Ten lakh sixiy five thousand six hundred ninety Only ), Completion period: 8
Months, Tender cost Bs,: T 2,360/ (Rupees Two Thousand Three Hundred
sixiy Only), Earnast Momay Bs.- T 2140000 (Rupeas Tweanly oma Thousand
Four Hundred Gnly). Last date and time for submisskon: 01012025 at 15.00
hrs, Tender opening date and time: 01.01,2025at 15.30 hrs, For details and to
participate e-tendarvizit Indian railways website www. ireps. gov,in
PRO/BLW/M-13 Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer/Engine

fw @ /blwvaranasi Websile- blw.indianrailways.gov.in

THE H.P. STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS

FEDERATION LIMITED TOTU, SHIMLA- 171011.

Mo:511/P&I-8/21- XX/ Lated:-30. 11 2004
Short term Tender Notice

E-lender is heraby invited for hinng Markebng Agency for the marketing

and salke of Him Milk and Milk Products mcluding Milk, Ghes, Butter, YWhiole
Milk Powder (WMP) Skimmed Milk Powder (SMP), Dairy Whitenor
Swoals alangwith Catlle heed and Bakary lom olc

The Bid Documant s avallabla'published onbne on d1.05.12. 2024 uplo
O DOFEM, Bidder wolld B reguirad 1o rigistar in the wab-site which i frea

of cost. For submission on bids, the bidder is reguired o have D-l_]-t.'ll
Signature Cerlificales (DSC) from one of the authorized cerifying

Authorities (CA) Aspiring bidders should visit websites In
hitpz./hplanders govin & hitpshpmilkfed org for complels details
Biddars should also check the websilte from time o time o note the
Corrigendum, if any Sd/-

Managing Director

A specialised rescue team
comprising wildlife experts, vet-
erinary officers, and frontline
forest personnel was assembled.

The forest officials were track-
ing the tiger using drones and a
thermal drone. On Thursday af-
ternoon the officials spotted him
using a thermal drone. A doctor,
using a JCB machine, was able to
spot and transquilise the big cat
with a dart gun. After a thorough
check-up, the tiger was trans-
ported to the new Tiger Reserve.
Aradio collar has also been fitted
to the tiger to enable continuous
tracking in its new environment.

The tiger had rekindled hopes
of officials to revive Barnawapara’s
population where the last tiger
was spotted over adecade ago.

Goa police probe
hacking of CM
Sawant’s email

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI,NOVEMBER 30

GOA POLICE have initiated a
probe days after the personal
email account of Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant was hacked.

According to sources, the
chief minister’s gmail id was
hacked on November 19, follow-
ing which a complaint was
lodged with the cyber crime cell
of Goa police. The account was
recovered after over five hours,
police said. They said the ac-
cused hacker also changed infor-
mation related to recovery of the
email account but that the ac-
count was not misused.

“ A probe has been initiated
to track the hacker. As per the in-
vestigation so far, no data from
the account has been found
missing,” said a police official.
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HIMACHAL PRADESH
Woman booked
for bullying J&K
shawl traders

Dharamshala: A pan-
chayat official caught on
camera warning two
shawl sellers from
Kashmir against trading
their wares in Himachal
Pradesh was booked for
“promoting disharmony”
and “insulting religious
sentiments”, officials said.
The video on social media
showed the woman ask-
ing the two Kashmiris to
say “Jai Shri Ram” to
prove they are
“Hindustani”. The
woman later apologised
in another video. PTI

UTTAR PRADESH
Man dies while
spitting ‘paan’
frombus

Sultanpur: A 45-year-old
man fell to death froman
air-conditioned UP road-
ways bus allegedly after
he opened its door to spit
‘paan’, as the vehicle
moved through the
Purvanchal Expressway
Saturday;, police said. “As
the busreached near Bihi
village in the Baldirai po-
lice station area, a passen-
ger opened the door of
the moving bus to spit. He
lost balance and fell onto
the road, resulting in his
death. He had opened the
door to spit ‘paan’,” police
said. PTI

SIKKIM

6 killed, 15
injured as bus
fallsintogorge

Gangtok, Kalimpong: Six
people were killed and 15
others injured as a bus
plunged into a gorge near
the West Bengal-Sikkim
border Saturday, police
said. The accident took
place between Andheri
and Atal Setu, they said.
The private bus, heading
to Gangtok from Siliguri,
veered off the NH-10and
crashed on the bank of
the  Teesta  river,
Kalimpong SP Srihari
Pandey said. Injured per-
sons are being moved to
hospitals in Sikkim and
death toll is likely to go
up, police said. PTI

MADHYA PRADESH

4 killed, 21
injured as bus
overturns

Khargone: Four persons,
including three women
and a toddler, were killed
and 21 injured when a
private bus veered off the
road and overturned in
MP’s Khargone districton
Saturday, police said. The
Khargone-Alirajpur bus
was speeding when the
driver lost his control of
the wheel killing four per-
sons on the spot, police
said. Eight of the 21 in-
jured were rushed to the
district hospital, SP
Dharmaraj Meena said.
The driver of the bus fled
the spot after the inci-
dent, he said. PTI
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High tides lash the Marina beach amid heavy rainfall in Chennai on Saturday. ANI
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Heavy rains lash Puducherry, coastal
TN as Cyclone Fengal makes landfall

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, NOVEMBER 30

CYCLONE FENGAL, whichmadea
delayed landfall close to
Puducherry Saturday evening,
caused heavy rainfall and squally
weather over the coastal belt of
Tamil Nadu. This is the second cy-
clone after Danatodevelopin the
Bay of Bengal and affect India’s
east coast in less than two months.

Chennai, its nearby districts
and Puducherry reported heavy
rainfall and gusty winds as the cy-
clone’s landfall process com-
menced around 7 pm. As pre-
dicted by the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), Fengal's track
crossed between Mahabalipuram
and Karaikal.

At the time of landfall, the
storm brought packing wind
speeds of about 70-80 km/hr
gusting to 90km/hr.

Steady rain in Chennai,
neighbouring areas affected
public transport, including bus,
train and flight services, and peo-
ple from vulnerable areas were
moved to safe shelters by the au-
thorities. From afternoon on-
wards, there were intermittent
rains in most areas and by night-
fall, it ceased.

Tamil Nadu Minister for
Revenue and Disaster
Management, KKSSR Rama-
chandran said there were no im-
mediate reports of any major
damage in the aftermath of the
cyclone. Three persons were elec-
trocuted in different rain-related

PMJAY-MA scheme:
Blanket ban in Gujarat
on medical camps

BRENDAN DABHI
AHMEDABAD,NOVEMBER 30

THE STATE government in
Gujarat has ordered a blanket
ban on medical camps pending
strengthening of regulatory
frameworks of the PMJAY-MA
(Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana-Mukhyamantri
Amrutam) scheme.

Deployment of specialistand
super-specialist doctors to cross-
check claims, new enforcement
directives for the State Anti-
Fraud Unit (SAFU) and imple-
mentation of SOPs regarding
stringent checks in empanel-
ment of hospitals and allocation
of packages under the national
health insurance scheme amid
alleged abuse by several hospi-
tals and doctors that has not just
put people’s lives at risk but also
taken several lives: these are said
to be the aspects in focus amid
concerns over recent deaths and
fraud cases linked to the govern-
ment scheme in Gujarat.

The order for the statewide
ban on medical camps was re-
ceived by the Chief District
Health Officers (CDHOs) on
Thursday. The Indian Express has
also accessed a copy of the order,
which says that the state govern-
ment “discourages all hospitals
under the Ayushman Bharat
PMJAY-MA scheme to conduct
medical camps and if they do so,
disciplinary action will be taken
against them as per guidelines of

the scheme.” There are more
than 2,600 hospitals under the
scheme in Gujarat of which
around 900 are private hospitals,
according to a rough estimate.

The Indian Express has further
learnt that when the ban on
medical camps is finally lifted,
the state government will make
it mandatory to seek permission
from the CDHOs. Any hospital
will be able to conduct such
camps only after the permission
is granted and even after that, a
strict eye will be kept on their ac-
tivities, officials suggested.

Giving details of the new pro-
cedure put in place, a senior
health department official said,
“Once permission is granted by
the CDHO, the Taluka Health
Officer (THO) concerned will ap-
point an officer to attend and
scrutinise the proceedings of the
medical camp. At the end of this
medical camp, the officer will
collect the details of all the pa-
tients who attended this camp.
When and if these patients un-
dergo procedures under the PM-
JAY-MA scheme, it will help in
cross checking and stalling any
fraud attempts and foul play
right at the initial stage.”

State Health Minister
Rushikesh Patel, in a PMJAY-MA
scheme review meeting on
Saturday, said, “Malpractice of
doctors or hospitals...will not be
tolerated at any cost. The strictest
and exemplary action will be
taken against those who engage
in such activities.”

incidents in Chennai.

The minister also indicated
the cyclone did not leave the
kind of impact anticipated by the
authorities.

Hospitals and houses were
inundated in Chennai and its
neighbourhoods while people
used flyovers and spaces be-
neath them as parking lots to
avoid a repeat of what was en-
dured during the 2015 floods.

Operations at the Chennai
airport were suspended till4 am
Sunday following inundation of
two runways and a taxiway.
Official sources said apart from
the cancellation of 55 flights, 19
others were diverted. The serv-
ices include both domestic and
international flights.

According to meteorologists,

F N

even before intensifying into
Cyclone Fengal, the associated
system showed a slow-moving
tendency. This slow progress
continued even as the storm ap-
proached the land, forcing the
associated winds and rainfall to
cause rough weather over north
Tamil Nadu-Puducherry.

After remaining stagnant for
over two days, cyclone Fengal
moved closer and reached 120
km east of Puducherry, 110 km
southeast of Chennai, 200 km
northeast of Nagapattinam.

The Met department has
warned of heavy rainfall over
Tamil Nadu till December 2.
Since Friday morning, Chennai
and neighbouring areas wit-
nessed very heavy rainfall.
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-

STANDING TALL

During the Passing Out Parade of the 147th course of the NDA at Khadakwasla in Pune on
Saturday. Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh addressed the parade. Pavan Khengre
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2 hospitals in Tripura,

Kolkata say will not
treat Bangla patients

DEBRAJDEB & ATRIMITRA
AGARTALA, KOLKATA,NOV 30

ADAY after a hospital in Kolkata
said it will not treat patients from
Bangladesh over alleged disre-
spect to the Indian flag there, a
multi-specialty healthcare facil-
ity in Agartala followed suit on
Saturday.

“As an Indian, we respect and
support the emotions of people
who came today. With this
thought, we want to iterate that
Bangladeshi people have in-
sulted us, have mistreated our
people and we shall not provide
any service to them...,” an execu-
tive of Agartala’s ILS Hospitals
told the media Monday.

The statement from ILS
Hospitals came on a day when
an Indo-Bangla international
passenger bus rammed into an-
other bus while crossing the
Biswa Road in Bangladesh’s
Brahmanbaria district. The
Tripura government claimed the
bus came “under attack”.

“..agoods-carrying truck de-
liberately rammed into the bus
with the intention to cause an
accident... After the incident, lo-
cal people started hurling threats
toIndian passengers in the vehi-
cle. Anti-India slogans were
raised and life threats were
made to them,” Tripura
Transport and Tourism Minister
Sushanta Chowdhury wrote on
social media.

Indian student from Telangana shot dead in US

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD, NOVEMBER 30

A YOUTH from Khammam dis-
trict of Telangana was shot dead
by miscreants at a gas station
near Chicago in the United States
where he was working, family
members said Saturday.

Sai Teja Nukarapu (22) was
shot at by the assailants in the
early hours of Saturday Indian

time, BRS MLC Madhusudan
Thatha said, citing preliminary in-
formation received from the US.

The MLC, who called on the
parents of the victim at their res-
idence near Khammam, said Sai
Teja was not on duty when the
incident happened but helping
a friend who asked him to stay
on for some time. The friend had
gone out on some work.

Sai Teja completed BBA in
India and is pursuing MBA in US.

One of the relatives of the victim
told media persons that the de-
ceased was doing a part-time
job.Itis sad to know that Sai Teja
was shot dead when he stayed
on at the place of work to help a
friend, the relative said.

The MLC said that he spoke
to the members of Telugu
Association of North America
(TANA) for help in the incident.
The body is expected to reach
India next week.

On Friday, the JN Ray Hospital
in Kolkata’s Maniktala an-
nounced it will not treat any
Bangladeshi patients as a sign of
protest over the manner in
which “the national flag of India
has been desecrated in various
places” in the neighbouring
country. BJP leader Sajal Ghosh,
a councillor of Kolkata Municipal
Corporation, is one of the direc-
tors of this hospital.

“Country is above all. Nothing
can happen above the country.
Medical service is a noble profes-
sion but the dignity of the coun-
try is paramount. Other medical
institutions should also follow
this path,” Subhranshu Bhakta,
the director of JN Ray Hospital,
said Friday. He said the hospital
has decided to stop providing all
services to patients from
Bangladesh for now.

“Our hospitalis a private hos-
pital and Ghosh is our one of the
directors and management serv-
ice provider,” Bhakta said.

According to hospital
sources, the 141-bed hospital al-
ways used to have 20%
Bangladeshi patients at any
given time. “We don’t have any
Bangladeshi patients right now.
We have three Bangladeshi pa-
tients who were discharged in
the last few days and then we
announced to stop admitting
Bangladeshi patients,” he said.

Earlier, gynaecologist
Indranil Saha said on social me-
dia that he had stopped seeing

Bangladeshi patients. On
Thursday night, Saha posted a
picture on social media purport-
edly showing disrespect to the
Indian flag in Bangladesh.

“l am stopping seeing
Bangladeshi patients in the
chamber for now. Country first,
income later. I hope other doc-
tors will do the same until the
relationship is normal,” Saha
said.

On Friday afternoon,
Suvendu Adhikari, Leader of the
Opposition in the West Bengal
Assembly, made the same de-
mand. “I bow down to Dr
Indranil Saha.” “...I request the
entire Indian medical commu-
nity, businessmen and India
lovers to boycott Bangladesh
completely,” Adhikari said.

While the state does not have
an exact number of Bangladeshi
patients that come here for med-
ical tourism, private hospitals
that The Indian Express spoke to
claim that they make up at least
10% of their total patient count.

However, hospital sources
also say that the political crisisin
Bangladesh has caused these
numbers to plummet — in some
cases, dramatically by three
quarters. A senior representative
of the Narayana Health, which
runs the RN Tagore Hospital,
said, “The numbers have gone
down from 180-200 to 60. We
apprehend more fall in these
numbers in the coming weeks
because of Visa issues.”

‘Stop atrocities on
Hindus’: RSS calls
for release of monk
held in Bangladesh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 30

THE RSS on Saturday issued a
statement calling for the release
of Hindu monk Chinmoy
Krishna Das arrested in
Bangladesh on sedition charges.
“The atrocities being com-
mitted against Hindus and other
religious  minorities in
Bangladesh by Islamic extrem-
ists, including attacks, killings,
looting, arson and inhumane
persecution of women, are
alarming... Instead of taking ap-
propriate steps to stop these in-
cidents, the current government
of Bangladesh and other con-
cerned agencies have remained
a mute spectator. Out of help-
lessness, when Bangladeshi
Hindus resorted to raising their
voice democratically for self-
protection, to suppress their
voice, a new phase of injustice
and oppression has visibly
emerged,” said RSS general sec-
retary Dattatreya Hosabale.
“RSS calls upon the govern-
ment of Bangladesh to...release
Pujya Shri Chinmoy Krishna Das-
jifromthe prison,” Hosabale said.
“RSS also urges the govern-
ment of Bharat to continue with
every possible effort to prevent
the ongoing atrocities...and take
necessary steps to garner inter-
national support in this regard,”

RSS general
secretary
Dattatreya
Hosabale

Hosable said.

Aday after Bangladesh police
arrested Chinmoy Das on sedi-
tion charges and a court on
Tuesday denied him bail, the
Ministry of External Affairs ex-
pressed “deep concern” and
urged the authorities “to ensure
the safety and security of Hindus
and all minorities” in the neigh-
bouring country.

Hours later, Dhaka described
the issue as “internal affairs of
Bangladesh”. It said that “such
unfounded statements not only
misrepresent facts, but also
stand contrary to the spirit of
friendship and understanding
between the two neighbouring
countries”.

Local media reports in
Bangladesh said Chinmoy Das,
who has been leading rallies de-
manding security for Hindus,
was arrested from Dhaka’s main
airport on Monday while travel-
ling to Chattogram in southeast-
ern Bangladesh. Chinmoy Das
faces charges of sedition filed in
October after he led a rally in
Chattogram in which he was ac-
cused of disrespecting
Bangladesh’s national flag.

Chairman, Bhai Jaan: Punjab probe into global drug nexus uncovers a cast

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 30

WHAT LINKS Pakistan, Italy,
Dubai and Amritsar? Going by
the findings of an investigation
by the Punjab police, these
places — along with several oth-
ers — are part of drug supply
nexus that is ultimately pump-
ing contraband into Punjab.

Alongside the challenge that
is global in scale, the state police
is grappling with local factors -
from smugglers in India sending
empty drones to Pakistan so they
can be returned with consign-
ments, to smaller drones being
used to send fewer drugs.

As part of its crackdown on
drugs in the state, the Punjab po-
lice relied on technical surveil-
lance and information from hu-

man intelligence to identify sev-
eral Pakistani smugglers, who
are in touch with Indians abroad
dealingin drugs. A detailed map
of areas used as launchpads for
the drones along the India-
Pakistan border in Punjab has
been prepared, based on the
forensic examination of the
seized drones, officials said.

Sources say Lahore-based
Shafgat Hussain Butt alias
Chairman alias Baga Butt is one
of the most prominent Pakistani
kingpins of the drug trade, and
is in touch with Indian drugs
smugglers based in the US,
Canada and Turkey.

Aninternal assessment of the
smugglers network prepared by
the Punjab police states that Butt
is actively involved in contra-
band smuggling into India
through drones. He is said to

have a good grasp of Pakistani
politics, and has a nephew who
is a sitting provincial minister.

Bhatisinvolved in smuggling
activities in the Amritsar border
on the behest of Pakistani intel-
ligence agencies, the police as-
sessment states, adding that his
choice of drones has been large
hexacopters that can carry max-
imum load.

Another Pakistani smuggler
police have zeroed in on is Haji
alias Mustafa alias Yusuf, who is
based in Baldia Town in Karachi.
He is believed to be involved in
smuggling of heroin into India
through boats and containers as
well as via the International
Border in Jammu and Kashmir.

Another Pakistani-based
smuggler, based in Dubali, goes
by the name Bhai Jaan. The po-
lice assessment states that he is

PUNJAB’S DRUG CRACKDOWN, IN NUMBERS

Amritsar, Tarn Taran, Jalandhar, Ludhiana and Ferozepur top dis-
tricts in heroin seizure between Jan and Oct, 2024
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. (methamp
hetamine) seized till Oct 31
this year, highest ever

1284 Cr porior

seized under NDPS Act of
those accused in drug cases.
Up fromRs 131 crorein
2023 and Rs 1.61 crin 2022

a key player in the international
drug trade and has beenin touch
with Indian drug smugglers such
as Simranyjit Singh Sandhu and
Ankush Kapoor.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

'I POLICE PERSONNEL
accused of being

involved in drug-linked

crimes, cases against 16

8 5 0 / CONVICTION
0 rate claimed by

police in NDPS cases.

Between Jan and Oct, 71

cases accepted by court as
cancelled or untraced

Sandhu, originally from
Amritsar, isnow holed up inItaly,
from where he runs the drug
trade, sources say. Police inves-
tigations also suggest that Bhai

Jaanis in touch with Tanvir Singh
Bedi, who lives in Australia.

Nearly 150 Pakistani smug-
glers, and 40 Indian smugglers
living abroad, have been trian-
gulated by the Punjab Police as
having close links and pushing
drugs and other contraband into
Punjab. The Pakistani smugglers
are mostly based in Lahore,
Kasur, Nankana Sahib, Narowal,
Bhawalnagar, Karachi, Sheikhu-
pura and Peshawar.

Asfar as Indian smugglers are
concerned, US and Canada top
the list, with 18 of them identi-
fied as residing there, while oth-
ers live in Australia, Dubai, Italy,
Portugal and Turkey.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Punjab’s Director General of
Police Gaurav Yadav said his force
has done a detailed forensic
analysis of the drones seized

along the International Borderin
the state and mapped their tra-
jectory. “Forensic analysis of the
drones revealed the entire flight
path data. In fact, we have had
cases where smugglers sitting in
India sent drones to Pakistan and
got drugs back,” said Yadav.

Commenting on the nexus of
drug smugglers, the DGP said,
“Around 25-30 years ago, we
used to hear about big smugglers
who had shifted from Punjab to
Delhi, Mumbai, etc. Now the top
smugglers have shifted abroad.
They remain in touch with their
gang members here. Below
themis another layer who man-
age their operations, and the last
layer is of couriers who pick up
the consignment and pass it on.
Using technical means and hu-
man intelligence, we have

mapped the hotspots along the
border.”

Punjab police officials say
drone activity from Pakistan has
gone up possibly due to the fact
that Pakistani smugglers have
shifted to smaller drones.
“Maybe because of economical
factors. Now we are getting one
kg, two kg drug consignments
through drones, while earlier the
numbers used to be larger,” said
the DGP.

Riverine gaps along the
International Border with
Punjab are also a source of drug
smuggling, with there being a
nearly 40 km gap where fencing
is not possible on the 553 km
border. According to the DGP, the
riverine gaps are plugged with
increased human and technical
surveillance measures by the
BSF and Punjab Police.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Saiyad Neelofer Jafri W/o
Zakir Hussain Pathan R/o D-
1405, Amrapali Zodiac, Sector-
120, Noida, UP-201301 have
changed my nameto

I Sunil Kumar S/o Ram Lubhaya
R/0-A-2,UGF,Naveen Shahdara,
Delhi-110032,have changed
my name to Sunil Walia for all
purposes. 0040761562-3

I, Apoorv Chaturvedi S/O Dr.
Harivansh Chaturvedi, R/O
Flat.No. 31D, Royal
Apartments, Sigma-1V, Greater
Noida hereby inform all
publicly that the name of my
daughter (Mother’s Name

LOST & FOUND

I, Sudheer Kapoor Alias Sudhir
Kapoor S/0 Late L.N. Kapoor,
have lost my Original Lease
Deed of Property No. B.P-15
Bazar Marg Northern
Extension Area Rajinder Nagar
Pusa Road New Delhi, duly
Regd. Document No.162 AddI
Book No-1.Vol.No 5 0On Pages

PUBLIC NOTICE

The public at large is hereby notified on
behalf of my clients Sh. Gaurav Verma, S/o
Sh. Anand Verma and his wife Mrs. Kavita
Sharma, currently residing at 1401, Lotus
Tower, Old Airport Road, Abu Dhabi, UAE,
that my clients have permanently disowned
and severed all ties with their brother,
Sourabh Verma, his wife Monika Verma and
their children. This severance includes all
social, financial, and emotional connections,
and my clients disclaim any future
responsibility or association with them on
pretext of non-cordial family relations from
several years. Our clients shall not be

responsible for any acts and deeds of the

PUBLIC NOTICE

It Is Brought To The Notice Of General
Public At Large That My Clients Sh. Sunil
Kumar Tyagi, S/o Lt. Sh. Ramesh Chand
Tyagi And Mrs. Seema Tyagi, W/o Sh.
Sunil Kumar Tyagi, Both R/o A-74, St. No.
8, Jagat Puri Entension, Delhi-93, Has
Severed Their Relations With Their Son
Mr. Shbham Tyagi And His Wife Nitu
Uniyal With Imeediate Effect And Hereby
Disinherit Them From All Their Movable
And Immovable Properties Whatsoever.
My Clients Donot Have Any Relation With
The Above Mentioned Persons ie
Shubham Tyagi And His Wife Nitu Uniyal
And Therefore My Clients Shall Not Be
Liable For Any Court Proceedings They
Are Indulged In Or May Be Indulged In
Future. AAYUSH DAWAR ADVOCATE

MTELAHERHA TOURISM DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED.
"Tourism House” # 3-5-891, Himayainagar, Hyderabad-500029

e-Procurement Tender Nolice
Mo.19/SE/TGTDC/2024-25, Date:30-11-2024

Bid downloading Starl date

Mame of the Work
Development of Passenges
Fopaway al Kharsnam Fart,
Khammam, Telangana,
Furiher detaits can b seen i@ wew.lendertelangana.gov.in
DIPR Ra.:732-DP CL-AGENCY ADNVT 1 2024- 23, 0130112504

Est. Coslin Crores

Hs =00 02-12-2024

&d'- Suparimending Exgimasr,
TGETDC Lid, Hyderabad

DISMOUNTING AND MOUNTING OF
DRAFT GEAR ASSEMBLY FROM

WAGONS AT CaW WORKSHOP

Tender No.: IMF-MP-PLG-NBQS5-554
Diated: 28-11-20124, E-Tendar are nvitad
by tha undarsigned laf R '-;_llllj-l.l.l'.r'-g

wiork Name of Work : Diamouniing
and mounting of Dralt Gear Assambly
froem Vagons af CEW Waorkshop, M. |
Railway Bongaigaan
Approximate cost of tha work:

NHW

NEELOFER JAFRI for all Privanka Chaturvedi) is bein No.123 To 124 dated al;(t);:e nar:ed Flifownzdt'[l);:::)n; 1:r0m the date OFFICE- H-18 BASEMENT, KAILASH GG'IHI'EHNMEHT uF TELAMGAHF' ’-1 -1-'- ?"J 800/-: Bld Sea IJF.| iy =
purposes. 0070937742-1 o ANIKA to ANIK  25/09/195L.1ffound Pls. mrmmmE R [ OLON DELHT10048 HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN % ¥2,05.900/-, Date & time of clasing of
changedirom 0 Contact: 7011732128 MAHENDER SINGH YADAV WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD above tender at 15:00 hrs. an 18-12-2024.

I,SUNIL KIRODIA,S/o RATAN LAL
KIRODIA R/o-Bigodna,Bogodana
Jhunjhunu,Rajasthan-

CHATURVEDI justto add
surname of parents.
Henceforth, my daughter will

Advocate

Ch. No. 636, Lawyer's Chambers Block,
Dwarka Courts Complex,

New Delhi-110075

For details please visit in websile
W ireps.gov.in.

Oia Chief General Manager [Engg), STP Circle-ll, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500 004, TG.
e-TENDER NOTICE

0040761533-1
I, Nupur Shukla, W/o Ashok

"IMPORTANT"

333026,have changed my,minor be known as Anika Shukla, R/0 # 1057, Sector-D, Whilst care is taken prior to n-T:nd;r;I:iL{m Name of Work E:ﬂ?;ﬂl'!ﬂr:fl:-: E;h":mr::gsj CWM, New Bongaigaon
son name from PARTH VERMA to Chaturvedi. It has been ; i s 5 IIDHTHE.I.ET FIIL'IHTIEH I““-"“
PARTH KIRODIA forall attested by Notary & pocket-1, Vasant Kunj, New T s acceptance of advertising | Yepy, y7/GMEN | constuctonof 16 5TPs of 493,50 MLD| ~ECV pat totender s -

’ y ry Delhi, lost myProvisional General Public is hareby infofisd that |, it i ; digris onstruchon of 1o 50 7
future,purposes.  0040761576-1 Advocate, Mr. Anil Kumar Y St Kapac @ Sudhic Kapagr S10 copy, itis notpossibletoverify | | s1e circle-il capacity in HAM Mode for ULBs| RS-T9171€r.

Allotment letter dt. 26.03.2013

Late LN Kapoor RO B.P-15 Bazas its contents. The Indian

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

AMRUT-2.00165TPs botwoan GHMC and ORR including| = O&M cost Rs.530,60 Cr

. Saxena, Regd. NO.1535, Distt.- H H m MNordharn Exin Area  Hajindes
l,Archna W/o Sanjeev Kumar issued by Jaiprakash e e ] Express (P) Limited cannot | | ULEs-ORRIPack-lf iR | for 15 years and quoted
R/0-112,Agroha Kunj G.B.Nagar. 0070937744-1 Associates Limited for Jaypee Subatiuion of the Fropasy 1o, B.P 14 b P) 2024-25, Dated: I it e dneloc of Al ars AT Achage: TP applicable on O&M cost. E-TENDER NOTICE

be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,

|- Jnl:IE-:'.ﬂ.MHLIT-E.EI(THANCHE-IIII.

Bazar Marg Karham Exdnsion Area
Rajindor Magar Pusa Road Mew Doihlin
thn name of Sudhper Kapoor @5 udnir
Eappor  5iCY Lata L N.Kanoor an fha
grounds ol Soiet Qrdar & Rigl, Deed and
IT thiara-are amy ObjoctignaClasms fram
B Garsinad Pusobc on Shis application,

GreensWish Town Noida. Unit
RefNo GDI221602 while
travelling. Finder may contact
at 8800187976, Email

02.11.2024, :2’“‘ Call) | ~" | [Total cost Rs.1878.55 Cr)

1] The ki dociiments download starts ariine on or aler; 02.12.2024, (2] Mame and address of Chix
Ganaral Manager (Engg). comeamsad - Chief Ganeral Manager (Engg), STP Circle-ll. HMWSEE,
Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500004. (3} The contractonsfrms ane requesiad 3 upioad the infarmation in
the ZIF formasd prefarably. (4} Further datals can be saen i@ htp:/fwww tender.telangana.gov.in

Appartment Sector-13
Rohini,Delhi-85, have changed
my name to Archna Aggarwal.

0040761562-9

I, Chanda Begum, W/o Tanvir
Ali,R/0 B-8/50, Gali No 5, Kabir
Nagar, Delhi-110094 have
changed my name to Chanda

S.No. (1) E-Tender No. 198-5T-
TENDER-2024, Date: 25.11.2024

"Repair of Dafective (Integrated
Fassenger Information System) IPIS

Begam. 0070937675-1 atshukashok@gmail.comor e same Bhall ba communcad i associations or individuals y
I,LHIMANSHU ASIJA,S/O 2 return to Jaiprakash LEDG wih4peoring. dociiants advertising in its newspapers Sdi- Chief General Manager (Engg), STP Circle-ll, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500004, TG, "S"“f:“ 'F-‘-';:;lf “'gi_PﬂﬁﬁfEEF: r Information
MOHINDER ASIJA,R/0 C-24,DLF |, DEVANSHKUMARS/0 Associates Limited, Sector 128 LBDO af N Brarmsn Nerw Diaihi o ystem Over Bilaspur Division,

Tender Value: Rs. 12,62,856.80
(Rupees Twelve Lakhs Sixty Two
Theusand Eight Hundred Fifty Six poind
Eighty Paisa Only), EMD: Rs. 25,300/-
(Rupees Twenty Five Thousand Three

or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies

Devender Kumar, R/0 H. No.
549, Sector-21A, Faridabad,
Haryana-121001, have
changed my nameto
DEVANSH is given name and

Theoiagh &0 Emal & LdoiEoes in within
50, days of Publication of Wiz Nolice
BINCGD KUMAR PODDAR |Sdv) H23,
MOWIC Mkt Connaught Place, M. D-01

CAPITAL GREEN,MOTI
NAGAR,DELHI-110015,HAVE
CHANGED MY MINOR
DAUGHTERNAMEDITYATO

,Noida

I, Arun Baweja S/O K.G.Baweja,
have lost my Original Lease
Deed of Property No.5A/3

0040761608-1

UJVN LIMITED
H.O.: “UJJIWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006
G3B0E, Fax: 0135-2763508

Telephones: 0135-27

DITYAASIIAPERMANENTLY: KUMAR is surname for all TILAKNAGAR, NEW DELHI, duly e ”'::‘Et'l‘f_;t‘;‘;‘;%ﬁr - or entering into any CIN No.U40101UR20015GCI25866, Website:www.ujvnl.com Hundred Only.). Submission of
0040761562-5 purposes. 0040761528-1 Regﬂ-{\?oiuyelnr: N2é135é5 Addl E[u,} 5 gll:":;..:._e.,-. 5{;.;;,._-{.;,5 .-E:-’“"!J:-j sgftizfxtzévgiﬁﬂ;egfiﬁ Letter No: 1085 &-TENDER NOTICE Crate: 30/11/2024 : _:r! ;i?d;urz-‘ upte 15.00 hrs. aon
- Book No-1. Vol .No n edi Whe Shi Gaje Singh, R W d6 i i AR ; \ — :
Beitknowntoall that |, I, Harshmita Shokeen,D/O Pages No. 110 To 112 dated Wazimur Villags, Shiv Market Delhi- advertisement  in an The office of Execulive Engineer (Generation), Viyasi Power Station, | o complete information of above &-
ANUPREET KAUR W/O INDERJIT ; . : L00e2 has dehamed and disinhesit y Dakpathar invites online bids from interested parties, Briel summary. of oy ot
Manoj Kumar Shokeen,R/o0 H 16/03/1966. If f dPl ¥ tendar nolice is available over wabsila
SINGH R/O B 49 VIVEK VIHAR 901,0yster Grande,Sector-102A, /0315 70'11735?28 S. ::}m; E‘;rnml::ﬁ“:,mﬁﬂ-n Fé:ﬁ: manner whatsoever. tender is glvan below ! hittp://www.ireps.govin. Bids other than
DELHI 110095 has changed my Gurugram, Haryana-122001 ontact: Sacte Cheudbary. nd Mire.. Pratinhs Tender No: NIT-12//EE(Generation)/Vyasi/2024-25 e-bids shall not be accepted against
name to ANUPREET KAUR have changed my nameto 0040761533-2 Taswar Wio Late Shi Sachin Cooutiharg o Name of work [ Supply/Services: Annual Contract for Operation and | | above tender
CHAWLA for all future Harshi Shokeen. 0040761562-1 s S A ] WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY | | Routine Electrical Maintenance works at \iyasi Power Station. Divl. Sig. & Tele. Engineer
purposes. 00407614941 : _ immuvalle poogertes dee t Sheir qute E- Open Tender notice No. 37-2024 | | Estimated cost: 1,92,00,000.00 + GST extra: CPRHO/46  S.E.C.Rallway/Bilaspur
|ANKIta YadavD/OSh-ASNOK  RegidingatiNOJARAS MATRIMONIAL s 0t % 2% | [Forandon bonal o Preseent of nda | [Date of avalabity of bid document an website:- 03.12.2024 from | AR LPUE T VT
: esiding at H.NO. P. yehayior Towands oy clisnt and |5 no Rer : g o 1600 Hrs
Kumar SharmaR/0 H.No.114, der her contral. My client wil nat be Sr. DIVISIONAL MECHANICAL :
/ Colony, Opp Dr. Ambedkar :Jgﬁua;:a?ﬂﬂIlilTuT-ul*"r:cnﬂ:ﬂ:zlﬂlu:lua_'lh EMGINEER (Frt), WEST CENTRAL| |Last date for submission of bids on website: -24 12 2024up |OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
Deepchand Pradhan Mohalla, Naaar Bus Terminal Khanour ) - ;
. . . . ga pur, [Sidharth Joshib Kdvoests RAILWAY, BHOPAL invites E-Open| |io16:00 Hrs. CONSTRUCTION DIVISION (E/M)
Rajokari Village, Rajokari, Delhi. 110062, have Changed | |l e ] . b e a8 L . . .
i ’ ', 9 lenders from reputed contractors forthe| | For fuller & further details, kindly wvisit e-procurement portal u PJAL HlGAM {UHEQH}
South West Delhi-110038 have kash LT | : .
' my name to Kimaya Prakash, under mentioned work. (1) Name of http:/fuktenders.gov.in . . ) 1
changed my name to Ankita Permanently 0070937677-1 PUBLIC NOTICE work: Retrofitment of Twin Pipa Air| ' ' - Executive Engineer(Generation) Ghaziabad

Sharmafor all purposes.
0040761478-3

I Jayant S/o Rakesh Kumar R/0
42A, Near Deepak Mandir,
Vijay Nagar, Sonipat, Haryana-
131001 have changed my name
to Jayant Khatkar for all
purposes. 0040761478-2

I Parvesh D/o Satpal KhapraR/o
Pritampura (67), Sonipat,
Pritampura, Haryana -131029
have changed my name to

Letter No.: 3818 /Vividh-7/178
Date: 28.11.2024
SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tender for "Servicing &
overhauling of 700 LPS 3.16m head
VT Pump set No.-1, Kirfloskar make
including supply & fitting of
bearings and other associated
works including testing &
commissioning at 50 Cusec Ganga
Jal WTP Pratap Vihar, Ghaziabad" is
invited by U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban) that

Brakea System on [ 250 Nos, BEMWA + 78
Mos, BCN }Wagons at ROH Depot ltarsi
of BPL Division, {2) Approximate Value
of work: T 752504750 (Including
3T, (3) Contract period: 06 Month,
(4) Earnest Money: © 1,20.600.00 [(5)
Cost of Tender Documents: MNE, (&)
Date and time of Closing of Tender:

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"

My client Sh. Gurcharan Dass, S/o Sh. Keval
Ram, and his wife Smt. Swaran Kanta both
R/o House No. 41, P.P. Block, Maurya
Enclave, Pitampura, Saraswati Vihar, Delhi-
110034 wants to give a public notice that they
have served all their relations and ties with
their son namely Mr. Dheeraj Mediratta, their
daughter-in-law  namely Smt. Yashna
Mendiratta and their grand-daughter Ms. Udi
Mehndiratta have also debarred them from all
their movable and immovable properties and
shall have no concern in future with them.

I, Mahendra Kapoor S/o Brahm
Prakash Kapoor R/0 H.n0-849,
sector-13, Vasundhara,
Ghaziabad, U.P-201012 have
changed my nameto
Mahender Kapoor for all
future purposes 0070937740-1

I,hitherto known as POONAM
SARWAN D/o Sh.N.P.Sharma
W/o Ravi Kumar Sarwan,R/0
H.No.-305, Ground
Floor,Sunlight Colony-1, New
Delhi-110014,have changed

KARNATAKA POWER
CORPORATION LIMITED

#3.12.2024 at 15.00 hrs. (7) Date and {A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
timing of Tender Opening: 23 12.2024 CIN: UES110KA19TISGCHA1S

PRIYANKA SONKSﬂi After 15230 hirs 1_5] Tender notice can bea | Mo, KPCL2024-25/SE0202 Date: 30.11,2024

sean an nobca board of SrOME aoffica
Lawyeg:) gnf;ﬁﬁf/ WCRBPL and all information regarding ﬁHETHACT BID HII]'I'IFIL‘:ATII]I\I
Office: 61, (F.F.) Western Wing, tapdar larmes & condifions and algisiliny [Through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal (KPPP) Only) (Two Cover system)
Tenders are mvited for Providing Security services [Ex-Serviceman) to CE(BDCM)

KHATRIS/ARORA |

- criterion is available an the websila

Parvesh Khapra for all http:liwww. Ireps.gov.in (9) Mo manual : s . T d gy shall be purchased from 02.12,2024
purposes. 0040761478-1 my name and shall hereafter Match for offer will be acceptable. Office, Mining and Railway Siding Area at Badravathi, Chandrapur District, to 11 12;]2924 Last date of receipt of

be known as POONAM beautiful Funjahi PUBLIC NOTICE Sr.Div. Mech. Eng.(Freight)| | Maharashtra for a period of one year (Extendable for another one year on basis SRS  LasLAate o receiplo
l,RAMESH CHANDRA SHARMA. 0040761576-2 STe 1. Perpetual lease deed excuted by DDA West Central Railway, Bhopal | | of Satisfactory performance). The last date for receipt of completed tids is upto | | tender is 11.12.2024 up to 15:00
BHARGAVA,S/O-AMBICA _ businessman, S Gon ooveuted by Mon Moben el o s 17.00 Hrs. on 16.12.2024. The brief bid nofification containing Pre-quafification criteria | | hrs. and tender shall be open on
CHARAN BHARGAVA,R/O,Flat- l, Naseer Ahmad Mir, S/O- affluent Hindu favour of Surjcet Gupta 04.06.1979 for the bidders and other details can be accessed from KPP poral, Kamataka | | 12.12.2024 at 15:30 hrs. onwards
B-706,Karor apartment,Plot- Mohammad Dilawar Mir, R/O- Agreement to sell between Man Mohan Government, The tender document can be downloaded from the website: | | at office of the Superintending

Lal & Mrs. Vibha Gupta 02.06.1979
3. Will Deed executed by Man mohan lal
in favour of Mrs. Vibha Gupta

Gantmulla, Tehsil/District-
Baramulla. Inthe school

39C.Sector-6,Dwarka.New

- https:fkppp. kamataka gov.in Further details can be had from The Superintending
Delhi-110075,have changed

Engineer (Mines), KPCL, WoB2, Shakli Bhavan, 3rd Floor, Race Course Road,

Khatri family boy, Engineer, Construction Circle (E/M)

LLP. Jal Nigam (Urban) Ghaziabad.

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

my name to RAMESH CHAND record my ward namely 3'3", Oct 4. conveyance deed excauted by DDA in E-Tender Notice BENGALURL-680001, Mobile 9449508001, Telefax: 080-22203894. E-mail: :
BHARGAV,for all,future M?hveen Naseer Mir enrolled 1992/B.Tech ?VSO;::c?efe(;\/Ier:eclltf;labycl;\zfsmvfhf(]lfliz Sri. No. (1) E-Tender No. DRM- | | semineskpci@gmail.com Website: hitps- kel kamataka govin KPP portal Helpdesk: The cost of tender document is
purpose. 0040761540-6 in class 10th in Delhi Public Prof : d L in favour of M/s. SC Khaneja & Son di ENGG-BSP-T-111-24-25, Date-| | 101.a048010000/ +31-806R09487TT. 1,000+18% GST for each tender. All

- School Delina Baramulla reterre 15/12/2010GOT LOST. Founder May 25111/2024, Work: Deployment of other conditions shall be as per NIT
'Shoalb ALR/oN-44 Galinor2  Under admission no-321/Dps, fessionals/wel o Vawd S e o 04| | pssistant. patrolman (Patrolman andtenderdocumen
Bajf)rz.lngb;.,li Mohalla I?/I;uj%ur Roll no-13118756 and POTSSHOnN NA ADRNIRaGA for Wik pobialing.

. Registration NO- VIKRAM KHANNA =MiRaigarh for winter patrodling.
Delhi-110053 HaveChanged  oyuyaa maoraronis class(x) | educated, sovocats| [ Tender value (in Rs.) : 74.24 874" PROJECT MANAGEMENT UNIT

Enrol No. D/1292/2013 f = e

My Name To Shabana session 2023-24. In school contact " OFFICE: C.912, ENN (i) 1,30 0 Complaticn

UTTARAKHAND DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND
RESILIENCE PROJECT (UPREPARE)

Period: 12 Manths

Srl. Mo, [2): E-Tender No. DRM-
ENGG-BSP-T-112-24-25, Date
251172024, Work: Deployment of
assislanl patralman (F'atr-::ulman

Abdullah Shaikh. 0040761540-8

I,Shambhoo Nath Pandey S/o
Shakal Pandey,R/0 R-76, Prem
Nagar-2, kirari Suleman Nagar,
Nithari, Delhi-110086, have

KRISHNA NAGAR,
DELHI-110051

PUBLIC NOTICE

records the parentage has

been wrongly mentioned as 9318806006/
Naseer Ahmad instead of 8360240370

Naseer Ahmad Mir. It needs I- <
correction. Objections be

5th Floor, USDMA Building, 36 IT Park, Sahastradhara Road, Dehradun,

Professionally qualified companion) in the jurisdiction of Uttarakhand, Pin: 248001
changed my name from filled t(? (:‘.Oncel’ned school working girl for July 1996 born, | VANDNA TAKIAR W/O ADEMN/Brajrajnagar for winter . . ’ .
Shambhoo Nath to Shambhoo authorities. 0020485191-1 handsome Gursikh boy, 5’-10". RAKESH TAKIAR HAS LOST patrolling. Tender value (In Rs.): Email : recruitmentuprepare@gmail.com
Nath Pandey forall purposes. I, Naveen umar S/o Sh.Suresh B.Com (Hons.) from SRC(.: T THE ALLOTMENT | Gkt .3'I- EME.. WAL AT i e Reference No: 821/U-PREPARE/HR/2024/79 — Date- 30/11/2024
- - - MBA from TOp ”M‘ Worklng In EDI‘I‘IpiBhDI‘I PE]’lﬂd: 12 rl'lllunlh.s' UTTARAKHAND DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND RESILIENCE PROJECT (U-PREPARE) — (World Bank Assisted) invites applications from the suitable
0040761483-1 Chand Gupta R/0 E-18/200-201 POSSESSION CERTIFICATE z 4 : = : ) >a PP
. UG Floor, Sector-3, Rohini Global MNC.50LPA. Parents Start date of SuhaNERlo AL TRNGAE mgagement of senies wil e purely on temporary bast for 2 perod of 1 year {xtendabie). The It date of submision of applcaion s 24-12.28
I!Upender KU mar,S/O Ja-l Inder De|h|'116085 have’ Chan ed Senior Govern ment Ofﬁcers. EEEUED IH THE HAHE EF m 3. 2'2024 tillgs:goo pm through speed posfor I;/y hand c?n thgabove-meni)ioned addr\t/ess or through E-.mail (recruitmentuprepare@gm:iT.com). Applications
S|ngh R/O Flat NO'97 KrlShl ’ g 98717_78855 002048 - f L d f E b | t f T d‘ﬂ‘ . received after the due date and time will not be accepted/entertained.

. , 5148-1 AMIT DHARIWAL issued by ast date of Submission of Tender: . ; : !
Apartment,Sector-13 Rohini my name to Naveen Aggarwal Upto 11,00 hrs, on 18-12-2024 S.N. | Name of Post | No. of Post | Category Type of Recruitment
Delhi-1100é5 have chz,inged ’ for all future purposes. That DELUXE CGHS LTD . for FLAT , o - Project Management Unit (PMU) , U-PREPARE _

nave Naveen kumar and Naveen r—l The complete information of above 1| Manager Account or__| R Contract
the name of my minor daughter . OTH ERS NO 26 DELUXE CGHSLTDV e-Tender Motices is available over 2 Manager Human Resource 01 | UR Contract
DivyanShi Slngh aged 11 years Aggarwal is the one and same ENMCLAVE Delhi Flatis NOT wabsites hitps:/iwww.ireps.gov.in 3 IT Expert 01 | UR | Contract
person.K 0040761501-1 . . I al 15 e : 4 Quality Control Specialist 01 UR Contract
and She Sha.” hereafter be Seeklng a Slmple, homely, & MOTGEGED HE'.THEH SULD Bldh ﬂIhEr Lhan E't“'di-. hha" rlﬂ! hH 5 Bio-Engineering Expert 01 UR Contract
known as DivyanShi Chhikara. I,ANITA RANI BHARGAVA,W/0- caring wife for an issueless OR ANY DISPUTE VANDNA &Eﬂﬂﬂiﬂgiﬂ?aél'lﬂ.:. ah'ﬂ'l:'n rh-"'r'-ﬂﬂl'i ) 6 Monitoring & Evaluation Expert 01 UR Contract
. Wil Ralivwa anager [Engag. enographer ontrac
0040761576-3 RAMESH CHAND BHARGAYV, divorced 53 yr tall handsome CERAiARL B c_"na"wai E‘"E!’ﬁ“ L Sten Egntshoperawr o = Contract
N R/O-FIat-B-706,Karor clean-shaven Sikh (MBA TAKIAR CALL: BBE24T6383 5-. E = |"| af F {huau Eﬂﬂ'ﬂ -PrOJect Implementation Unit — Uttarakhand State Disaster Management Authority (PIU — USDMA), U-PREPARE
I,Superl‘:dr-\’e/rOKlglrrla[\r]"S/g% J:.l.lnh(:!er apartment,PIOt-39C.SeCt0I‘-6, Finance) working in an MNC in ] [fl hulh alr ...Iﬂ]'ﬂ JII‘H‘I" E] 9 Senior Disaster Risk Management Specialist / 01 UR c )
ingn, at.No-37,Krisni- Dwarka.New De|h|'110075, Mumbai. Call/whatsapp 1 Dy. Program Manager ontract
Apartment Sector-13, have changed my name to 9820054157. 0130046874-2 PUBLIC NOTICE WESTERN RAILIWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION 10__{ Climate Change Adaptation Expert o U Contract
Rohini,Delhi-110085,have ANITA RANL,for all,future Alli invited for Sood b It is for the general public information ENGINEERING WORK - JumofTA::agZ?s('E'Ect):i'i:) 5 R Deputatci)cr:nr;((::ontract
changed the name of my purpose. 0040761540-7 lance Invited for Sooc boy , that my Client Sh. Rupinder Kumar E-Tender No. : CWM-EWS-ADI-09-24-25 13| Account Expert o1 UR Contract
minor son Shaurya Singh aged _ BTech, DOB 4-8-1996 (1:28 AM, Bakshi S/o Sh. Hans Raj Bakshi R/o Nims- ol Work: Handling. iaadin 14| T Expert o1 UR Contract
13 years and he shall hereafter I,Abha Kakar,W/0-Vikas kesar Shimla). Presently working in C61-A, Flat No.10, 4th Floor, JVTS : L g jing. 15 | Hazard Analyst (Civil) 01 UR Contract
be known as Shaurya chand kakar Add-C-82, Dubai. Well settled family. Garden, Chattarpur Extension, New e, Shiltig of ek metarzls, Mslvd 16 | Hazard Analyst (Disaster Management) o1 UR Contract
: y i i i- i ; Delhi- 110074 has severed all his and semi finished products work of 17 | IRS Expert 01 UR Contract
- Naraina Vlhar West delhl L°°k|ng fora prOfeSS|°na"y . . . . i 4 18 Junior Manager (Civil 01 UR Deputation/Contract
Chhikara. 0040761576-4 relation with his son Tushar Bakshi strectural shoo i Engemeering worksho ger ( ) p /
- 110028,changed my name to qualified girl. Contact or send d Smt. Varsha W/o Tushar Bakshi ; 3 LA : d - [ 19 | Junior Assistant [ 01 sC Contract
|,V|REN DER GARG S/0 JAGDISH Abha dhawan. 0040761562-8 details on 9418456377/ Er;s (;Zl;arrzrj ihemo fruosmar alla ;11; :‘Hdr IHH"Q_EEF Sﬂ-hfﬂ |r|ma.£"lh 'ﬁ'::' 'I:U'Ed:hr‘:“- I ;;o;ect Implementatflgn Unit — Public Works Departmeg;(PlU PWD), U-PREPARE —
RAIGARG R/0 DP-121, I.DAKSH S/O RAKESH PHORE vinsood99 @ gmail.com movable and Immovable properties. i el N g s .n-r o 21 EL‘Z.CQTEX";E?: s 01 32 Dep“iﬂﬁt”fai"m
PITAMPURA DELHI - ! ilto:vinsood99 @ gmail.com> Anybody dealing with them shall do Mauager (EWS), Anmedabad, Westem 22 Office M 01 UR Contract
R/0 636/31,HASTSAL VILLAGE <maifto: gmat. - - Railway, P.O. Digvijaynagar, Kaligam et Implern o
110088,HAVE CHANGED MY ! the same on his own risk and my ihwal, F.LL Qvijaynagar, gan, Field Project Implementation Unit — Public Works Department (F-PIU-PWD), U-PREPARE
NAME TO VIRENDER KUMAR UTTAM NAGAR, DWARKA 0050255304-1 client shall not be liable for any of his Ahmedabad- 382470, Mobile No.: 23 | Social Expert o1t | W Contract
GARG 0040761592-3 DELHI-110059,HAVE CHANGED Match for Canadian citizen, 29 act in any manner Q73 3'325 Completion Peried ; 24 ;’ZOJectDImErlzn:::t;t;:: :Jrnlt Rural Works Departmen;l(PIU RWD), U-PREPARE —
. . MY NAME TO DAKSH PHORE. ears. 5°8” . vegetarian _ Sd/- Months. (i) Approx. Cost of the Work ; ¥ y. Prog g P
I.Yadvinder Slngh S/O y ’ ’ g ’ Nitendra Kumar 1 T i 25 Environment Expert 01 UR Contract
,BhupinderSingh,R /0,)- 0040761540-2 government job, contact Advocate 1,65,81,633.00 {iii) Bid Security/EMD to 26 | Account Expert 01 UR Contract
A ——— . . whatsapp + 14377991095 Ch. No. 966, Patiala House Court, be deposited : 7242 %0000 (iv) Date & 27 Documentation Expert / M&E Expert 01 UR Contract
Delhihas changed thenameof  TobalSingh R/ONo264,  Vnedraput@gmailcom Now atowi| | Time for submission of Tender - e ==
€ I. aschange . en.ameo Igbal Singh R/0 HN0264’ <mailto:vinod.rajputt@gmail.com> 19122024 wple 15.00 Hrs. [v) Date and 30 | Junior Manager (Civil) 01 e Contract
my minor son Mehrjot Singh Chanderlok Mandoli Road, time of opening : 19,12 2024 at 1530 Hrs. 31| Data Entry Operator _ 01 sc Contract
Bhasinto Mehrjot Slngh born Shahdara,Delhl-l10093,have 0050255305-1 FUBLIC NOTICE ["|I'I] Website Particulars: Notice Board 32 ‘Multi-Purpose Worker 01 SC Contract
0on.17.04.2012. 0040761576-5 changed my name to Divjot :;:I':'-Il'r:?lh;'-z_!; :: ;'jft‘::-':!-'rl:l'-':ﬁl'-% [:_'-'-: i ' 5 Field Project Implementation Unit — Rural Works Department (F-PIU-RWD), U-PREPARE
' W, (1) Marerdra Kumar Balia 500 Lat Location where complete details of 33 | Social Expert 01 UR Contract
= Singh. 0040761592-1 P T Baira (2iAnsima Gulali DD Lata -
ILKULPREET , Sanjay Gulab 13) Arushl Gulall /0 Lat tender can be seen and address of the 34 | Environment Expert o1 UR Contract
GllJJRBACHA?\lI E?NHGAI\-IHI;% FSL/,(A)T I, HIMANSHU S/0 MOHINDER Siciay Gulall 4] Waata Guia WD Office ete. : Office of the Chisl Workshap roject Implementation U Forest AR
’ ’ . ’ Late Sanjay Gulah (3} Anon Bawaja 500 ok ; J unt Ex
NO. 602,TOWER-O,LOGIX ASIJA R/O C-24, DLF CAPITAL PUBLIC HOTICR wa'";: i6) Aoy Luben 000 Saiyal | Mianager (EWS), Ahmedabad, Western W T 02 orsc conect
BLOSSOM COUNTY,SECTOR-137,  GREEN, MOTI NAGAR, DELHI- s Sl A BRRG ﬂa RIZMIL [T} Gietmeio Bhki D) Laes Railway, P.0. Digvijaynagar, Kaligam, o _ | otwr | Deputation /Contract
NOIDA, GAUTAMBUDH-NAGAR,  110015,HAVE CHANGED MY 2 'Eﬁe‘lﬁfﬁﬂﬁﬂ b 72 QP Belra 6 Pinky Sharma D0 Krighe| | Ahmedabad-382470. Mobile No.: competont authority of Uttarakband State, - o Bave caste cerfcate Tssued by
UTTARPRADESH,havechanged ~ NAME HIMANSHU ASIJA ,ﬁ‘f@‘“ﬁjﬂ’“ e ';fi“, Saaar Nangla (1) Fankal Nexgpal DV K tshos 9773213925, Website particulars ! T PRepaRE
my name to KULPREET SINGH. PERMANENTLY. 0040761562-4 5-3'"!'1';-!-3 Igg’l,?';auﬂ hgug' 5 Bee el bl S A www.ireps.govin NOTE:= The complete
0040761576-6 |, Harsha Kapoor,D/o Shri ?}rﬁ.m al fhoi ,;J;.J e g_“,*l,rd;,}aﬁ' Uk Mo Do Do e v oL ) detailed terms and conditions of work are ‘
KKUSH PANDEY,S/0-HAUSALA Pulkit Sharma R’/O'194 Satya gill-:halll'ilrrn |T-: II-.Ilp:.'.elh::c :Irg :u.h: rnil:l m gg:'};:ﬁ:’;:'l_.aj'?'uw:"ﬁ"a'g‘“?“ﬁl I"-"f":i' Like U5 on: “ fﬂEE‘tII]ﬂ-ii.Eﬂ-l'ﬂNI'HE!EIFI"IR||_i' :
PAN DEY,R/O PLOT.NO.SS,ZND Niket N D’ lhi-11 ! 21 E |||5. Herce B aul |‘.'-" Lt SBanjay lZ_-.l:I:uIl [ERET ] HAI:TF Ft-l? MNPUR NAGAR NIGAM
FLOOR,BLK-A, ASHOK VIHAR iketan,New Delhi-110021, |:F|=_-|'||_] 3_.-_1:.:..311 and - q}m_q M K.G Hawaja (6] Anp Luthia DIC Satya = 'I" 3
) ) will mat b resporsinie _=n:| Chawia (F) Archana Khosla Di Lann 2] NORTH EASTERN RAILWA Motijheel, Kanpur.
PH-1,NORTH-WEST DELHI, Have changed my to Harsha cAming Bct peroemed. by hen il any OB Baira (B} Amila Sikal D/O Laka 5 ’
DELHI-110052,have changed Sharma,forall,future [ e zoal e Rania (105 Pacee Motk DO Kribra == londaring Phone: 2551416, 2531215 Fax: 2531662
’ LELRE d ! boBd amngjia (107 Pocnam Malit D00 Krizhna . . .
my name to KUSH KUMAR purposes. 0040761540-1 COMBagINIS Nangis [11] Pankaj Nagpal VO Krishna ‘Tender Notice No. 69/2024 E mail: Kanpur_nagar.nigam@yahoo.co.in
PANDEY;,for all,fut - - BN, o, 704" Weeinen Wiing s oot B Foali b aant D Divisianal Rallway Mareger (Engg.} Website : kme.up.nic.in
,ror all,future purpose. |,|Cr|]ba}|(5|ngh| Kalnt]hKS/O Lhalge Hazarl Cownls. Dahi-110004 Ii-::"'u;;n .:.1 .a.-..:,-a.':rla'u:'lcllu:ﬂm:'::::.:;.n-s.|rn_-;| M.E. Rallways, lzamnagar For and : -up.nic.
00407615405 SNt Karnal Singh famthRiG, TTCNOTICE P ot o onranlmed o | behalf of Presidant of India invites E-Tender Notice
| Neelam Chowdhary W/o e . L&D with supparting deouutn pen” e-tender through Online (E-
Vindit Koul R/0-26, YW Road, Shahdara,Delhi-110093, It is hereby informed to the general public :_r;E‘-u:EI-;IT-E::::—Lléh::;ll:l':ll::.':llclv':l?'lll IE Tendering) for the following. work: (1WO BID SYSTERND
Pragatisheel Apartment have changed my,nameto that Dr. Mangla Tara Rao, W/o Sh. Trweagh an Emsl Al LoogEric.in within S.No. 1.: Description of works: Kanpur Nagar Nigam invites I tender for 2 years under the provisions of "KANPUR NAGAR NIGAM (AKASH CHIHN,
i adhukar Rao, residing at C- i al Pablication of [k " I I -
Sec%or-9 Rohinl:i) Delhi-g&. have lgbal Singh. 0040761592-2 Do LI P Bt ot ront Read] dtiie L LU UL Broriaan ot Cabhire toot VIGYAPANO KA VINIYAMAN AUR NIYAMTRAN AVAM ANUGYAPTI SHULK NIRDHARAN AUR VASOOLI)
Changed’ my name to Neélam ILKAPIL MALHOTRA,R/0 M- Delhi-110093, is the sole and absolute T A AL O EMR sheeting over roofs of old quarters UPVIDHI 2020" in Kanpur Nagar Nigam limits (except private properties) The description TRAFIC POLICE CONTROLL

Koul. 0040761562-10

I,POONAM W/O RAKESH PHORE
R/0636/31,HASTSAL VILLAGE

g;[ﬁrﬁy&ggﬁ:glvgéﬁﬁﬁGED from DHRUVIKA to DHRUVIKA g:oﬁ‘:gh};i;:"gﬁh'aiiidiﬁzn‘};i];ao;sz:’ Lala. Wia -5k, Maresh Kumar bolh Money (%): ?E'EL{I?}I}_-'-; Cost - of Last Date and time of participation for online Bid 09.12.2024 Upto 3:00 P.M.
MY NAME TO POONAM PHORE MALHOTRAforall,future Reena Verma, from all rights, titles, and %'D Flat HL:' EF':J- Masn Aparimer Tender forms: NI, Completion Last Date and time for opening Technical Bid 09.12.2024 Upto 4:00 P.M.
) purposes. 0040761562-6 interests in the aforementioned property secloe-d, Rohini, Delhi-Bi have time/ period from the date of issue Qualified participants of bid can participate separately in all or any sectors and advertiesment groups in two bid system.

0040761540-3

I,RAKESH,S/0 RANBIR SINGH
PHORE,R/0-636/31,HASTSAL-
VILLAGE,UTTAM NAGAR,

- whether during her lifetime or after her BEuvash Garn from all thair of ADEN/LinelZN & ATENTown
gwﬁﬁé&'ﬁ'\;nkﬂg‘ngAVE S UBLIC NOTICE demise. Further, the general public i i i el o Section in 1#N. Division;  APprox. MEDIA TYPE - TRAFIC POLICE CONTROLL BOOTH
RAKESH PHORE. 0040761540-4 My client SMT. ISHA SHARMA W/O LATE «Ciunc;nﬁ(ijn . E?h esn;erstéilg;h?rnsnsfigé 112 and relaticns, and now ".E" e Value (%): 630002661, EMD (CATAGARY NO OF AREA (IN MINIMUM | SECURITY MONEY | TENDER COST (IN Rs.) (NOON
’ =0 SHRI SANJEEV LOCHAN RIO WZ 14 NEAR ;rrylt e;eeg;aw Verma Conzemin;o c:he all - previous published nofices of Money (?): 21.26,000/-; Cost of SITES SQ METER) | BASE PRISE | (REFUNDABLE) REFUNDABLE)+ GST
I,Pawan Chauhan S/o Om BHARAT TENT HOUSE POSSANGI PURI aforementioned property or any other disowned and dabarred and accept Tender forms: IMil. Complation NORMAL 26 312 18,52,000 90,000 13,000+GST
PrakashR/0D-9,Prata Asonmeddeared 10 hr Sons LAKSH RAJ ane assets belonging to Dr. Mangla Tara Rao. all relations and liabilities and ' TOTAL 26 312 18,52,000 90,000 13,000+GST
y o) disowned/debarred to her Sons LAKSH RAJ and Any such dealings shall be at the sole risk responsibilites of his said son time/ p'E‘"EH:I from the date of issue 504 > >

Garden,Uttam Nagar,New Delhi
have changed my nameto Pawan
GChauhan 0040761562-7

I Sunil Kumar S/o0 Ram Lubhaya
R/0-A-2,UGF,Naveen Shahdara,

25,STREETNO.1,NEARSHIV
MANDIR,SHASTRINAGAR, ASHOK
VIHAR,DELHI-110052, HAVE
CHANGED MY MINORDAUGHTER,

PUBLIC NOTICE

VANSH RAJ SHARMA both Sons of LATE
SHRI SANJEEV LOCHAN from all her
movable and immovable properties and have also
severed all the relationship with them, as they are
not under control of my client and not earning and
not doing any job, if any person dealing with
them, shall be responsible himself”’

Sd/-

owner of the following property: Flat No.
C-1092, G/F, DDA LIG Flats, East of
Loni Road, Delhi-110093, measuring 40
square yards. Disinheritance and Liability
Notice It is further notified that Dr.
Mangla Tara Rao has irrevocably

and all other assets, movable and
immovable, present and future. This
decision is final and binding, and they
shall have no claims or entitlements
whatsoever over the said property or any
other assets of Dr. Mangla Tara Rao,

and responsibility of the concerned
parties, and Dr. Mangla Tara Rao shall not
be liable for any claims, disputes, or
liabilities arising out of such unauthorized
actions. This public notice serves as an
official declaration of disinheritance and
should be treated accordingly.

&
My Chenls Neresh Kumar 5o Lale
Sh, Om Parkash & his wife Snab

canceded Hheir previous  siakement
which got published an 1907 2024
n indian Express & Jansaflz MNews
paper Dedvi In which (hey had
debamed and  disowned his -son

Kow, they have releassd all
relations, legal rights and fitles . of
movatle and immovabee properlies
and mada fres from all boundabions
1o his s0n Suyash Garg m respect of

for prevention of roof leakage in LKU
(Ex) to K35J (Ex) section undar
ADEMN/LINZN section.; Approx.
Value () 34,40 06812, EM.D

of acceptance letter: 06 Months:
S.No. 2.: Description of works:
Mainteanance of Level Crossing
raad, Gate lodge ete. In jurisdiction

of acceptance letter: 12 Months:
1. Onlinee-lander can ba submitied
up to 15:00 hrs. of dated
23.12.2024. 2. For full details and
submission of bid please see the

https://etender.up.nic.in.

Procedure for tender are below :
Date of Online opening Bid

dpocument on the https://etender.up.nic.in.

BOOTH of and advertiesment group are provided in the tendor document on th U.P. Govt's e procurement website i.e.

03.12.2024

Participants of Bid can be present at the time of openning the bid at Kanpur Nagar Nigam Head Office, Motijheel.
Details Of Sector Boundries Within Muncipal limits and groups for advertiesment categories are available in the tendor

details of advertisement, of sectors and advertiesment groups, Minimum Base Price, tendor cost and security money :

https://etender.up.nic.in

. VIPUL SHARMA mavatie and immovabls pariies i i i
Delhi-110032,have changed P Sd/- e _ F*"i'+ Indian Railways IREPS website ] )
to Sunil Walia f I Office: 23, lawyers Chambers MADHUKAR RAO and rel#tions and ha has full rights WWW.ireps.gov.in TteR: €/525/9000(fasma) /24-25  fediem: 29.11.2024
my name to sunil Wwallatora "R, K. Garg Block, Advocate i deal with any one on any matter

purposes. 0040761562-2

Supreme Court of India,
New Delhi-110001

F-410, Karkardooma
Distt. Courts, Delhi-1100092

Sachin Kumar (Advocate)

RLU-G, Pitampura, Delhi-34

Divizlonal Rallway Manager (Engg.)
CPROM-31T lzatnagar

00 NOT SMOKE BIDICIGARETTE 1N TRAINS

Nodal Officer (Advertisement)
Nagar Nigam Kanpur

The details for submission of e-bids will be available in the tender document on the U.P. Govt's e-procurement website i.e.

» TENDER COST AND SECURITY MONEY can be deposited separately in H.D.F.C. BANK-CIVIL LINES KANPUR
A/c No. 1271000237228, IFSC Code: HDFC0000127 by NEFT/RTGS for online mode payment.

Any further communication regarding this Tender or any amendment will remain available only on https://kmc.up.nic.in.

Add. Municipal Commissioner

Nagar Nigam Kanpur

Municipal Commissioner
Nagar Nigam Kanpur
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Website: pchidambaram.in
Twitter @Pchidambaram_IN

Indians and the Indian
government are passionate
and vocal about the rights of
Hindus in Bangladesh and
Pakistan... But when other
countries or human rights
organisations question India
on the treatment of
minorities, the Ministry of
External Affairs springs into
action to warn them, ‘don’t
interfere in our internal
matters’. The hypocrisy
1s apparent

Mahayuti's campaign: Trick, not treat

MY COLUMN published on November 16,
2024 (The Indian Express) was headlined
Maharashtra is the Prize. ] have no hesita-
tion in acknowledging that the Mahayut;,
an alliance of the BJP, Shiv Sena and NCP,
won the prize decisively. Mahayuti won
230 of the 288 seats.

CLEVER MESSAGING

A debate has started on what was the
main cause of Mahayuti’s victory. Most
people seem to agree that it was Ladki
Bahin Yojana(LBY).Under the scheme, the
Shinde government promised — and dis-
tributed beginningJuly 1,2024 —Rs 1,500
per month to every woman whose family
income was less than Rs 2,50,000 a year,
and the number of beneficiaries
amounted to 2.5 crore. Mahayuti also
promised that, if re-elected, the amount
would be enhanced to Rs 2,100 per month.
The scheme clicked because of agrarian
distress, high unemployment rate espe-
cially among rural women, stagnant rural
wages and inflation. But it was not a novel
scheme. It was a copy-cat scheme that had
been implemented in Madhya Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Telangana.
Besides, the main rival, MVA, had also
promised a sum of Rs 3,000 to every poor
woman if MVA came to power. On the bal-
ance of arguments, I do not think that LBY
was the determining factor in the elections.

In my view, the new factor in the

Maharashtra Assembly elections was the
insidious message that was delivered to
the Maharashtra electorate by the trio of
Mr Narendra Modi, Mr Amit Shah and Mr
Adityanath, and amplified by the army of
RSS volunteers.

They coined ‘Ek Hai toh Safe hai’(if we
are one, we are safe) and ‘Batenge toh
Katenge’ (divided, we perish) that were
deceptively neutral exhortations but, in
fact, were addressed to the members of
a particular community. Inflammatory
speeches on ‘love jihad’ and ‘vote jihad’
were frequently made in the campaign.
Old war cries such as ‘tukde tukde gang’
and ‘urban naxals’ were revived. The
messaging was clever, well-directed and
found its mark. It recalled to my mind the
poisonous barbs that were thrown dur-
ing the Lok Sabha elections: ‘If you have
two buffaloes, Congress will take away one.
Your mangalsutra will be taken away. And
all that will be given away to people who
bear more kids’.

A MAHA YUKTI (TRICK)

There was no doubt which was the
target community for which the mes-
sages were intended. And there was no
doubt which community was the so-
called danger to the target community.
Mr R Jagannathan, columnist, usually
sympathetic to the BJP, writing in the Tol,
admitted that it was “a potent slogan for

Hindu vote consolidation”. The new slo-
gans were reminiscent of RSS Chief Mr
Mohan Bhagwat’s speech on
Vijayadashami day this year in which he
said, “Hindu community across the world
should learn the lesson that being unor-
ganised and weak s like inviting atrocities
by the wicked.” The slogans and the
speeches were part of the hate campaign
and part of the ‘divide and win'’ election
strategy. They were an abuse of the free-
dom of speech and expression. They
cocked a snook at the Constitution of
India. They trampled on Articles 15, 16,
25,26, 28(2), 28(3), 29 and 30 of the
Constitution. The campaign was a
Mahayukti (grand strategy, trick) con-
jured by Mahayuti (grand alliance).
Every country has minorities. A mi-
nority could be religious or linguistic or
ethnic or racial. The United States has
black people and Latino people. China has
Uighurs. Pakistan has Shias. Pakistan and
Bangladesh have Hindus. Sri Lanka has
Tamils and Muslims. Australia has abo-
riginals. Israel has Arabs. Several
European countries have Jews and Roma.
The Council of Europe has adopted the
Framework Convention for the Protection
of National Minorities, 1998 to promote
equality and preserve and develop the
culture and identity of national minori-
ties. Among the seminal laws are the Civil
Rights Act, 1964 in the US and a raft of
laws to protect the rights of aboriginals

in Australia. The far-sighted Dr Ambedkar
elevated the rights of minorities in India
to fundamental rights enshrined in the
Constitution of India.

HYPOCRISY

Indians and the Indian government
are passionate and vocal about the
rights of Hindus in Bangladesh and
Pakistan. We are concerned when
Indian-origin students are harassed or
killed in foreign Universities. We are in-
censed when Hindu temples or Sikh
gurdwaras are vandalised in foreign
countries. But when other countries or
human rights organisations question
India on the treatment of minorities, the
Ministry of External Affairs springs into
action to warn them, ‘don’t interfere in
our internal matters’. The hypocrisy is
apparent.

Spiteful speeches and actions are
spreading around the world. Bangladesh
arrested a Hindu monk and there is a
clamour for aban on ISKCON. The head of
an Indian Mutt reportedly said ‘Deny vot-
ing rights to Muslims’ (source: newindi-
anexpress.com). Both are unacceptable in
a democracy.

The minorities issue will haunt
India if the NDA continues to play its
game of “divide and win”. It is no dif-
ferent from the sinister British game of
“divide and rule”.
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Do It My WAY

THE NDA’'S Maharashtra victory overshad-
owed the significance of Yogi Adityanath’s
impressive feat in UP. The BJP alliance won
seven of nine Assembly by-elections, turn-
ing the tables on the Opposition, which
earlier represented six of the constituen-
cies, including four by the SP.The BJP’s gain
of four seats is a remarkable achieverent
in the light of its poor showing in India’s
largest state a few months earlier in the
Lok Sabha poll. Adityanath handled the
campaign entirely on his own. No major
BJP leaders came to canvass. In contrast,
during the Lok Sabha campaign, the UP
candidates were largely selected by the
Delhi high command. Many believe this
worked against the ruling party. This time
around, the UP CM chose the candidates
shrewdly and managed to breach SP bas-
tions with his caste alliances. In Kundarki,
a Muslim majority constituency, the BJP’s
Ramveer Singh created history by winning
the seat for the BJP after a gap of 30 years.
Significantly, Thakurs came out to vote in
large numbers with an enthusiasm miss-
ing during the Lok Sabha polls. Yogi is now
firmly ensconced not just as CMM, but as one
of the foremost players in the BJP’s Gen
Next. Even in faraway Maharashtra,
Adityanath created ripples with his slogan
“Batenge to katenge”. The jury is still out on
whether the PM’s milder version, “Ek hain
toh safe hain”, was an endorsement or a
snub.

WEAK LINKS

At the start of the Maharashtra cam-
paign, Sharad Pawar had urged Rahul
Gandhi to publicly declare Uddhav
Thackeray as the MVA's chief ministerial
candidate; Gandhi declined to do so. Pawar
urged Gandhi not to be complacent because
of the MVA's sterling performance in the
Lok Sabha poll. He warned that if the BJP
won Maharashtra, it would gain momen-
tum and a domino effect could come into
effectin the ensuing Assembly polls, restor-
ing Prime Minister Modi’s image that
slightly dented after the Lok Sabha poll.
Neither of Pawar’s two allies paid much
heed. While the 83-year-old Pawar cam-
paigned relentlessly covering six rallies
daily, Gandhi made just half a dozen trips
to Maharashtra. He and Priyanka Gandhi
spentadisproportionate time in Wayanad,
Kerala, where victory was assured. The state
Congress had hoped the Gandhis would
galvanise young voters. Uddhav Thackeray,
meanwhile, did not overly exert himself cit-

ing ill-health. His poll partners claim pri-
vately that Thackeray was the weakest link
inthe MVAwith the Sena demandinga dis-
proportionate number of seats, even in re-
gions where his party had no organisational
strength and fielded unknown candidates.

WOMAN PAWAR

What's not generally knownis the fact
that two redoubtable women played a key
role in the total realignment of political
parties in Maharashtra.In 2019, when the
BJP insisted that Devendra Fadnavis
should remain CM because of the BJP’s
better performance, it was Rashmi
Thackeray who encouraged her more
easy-going husband to rebel and insist on
the CM’s position, claiming that this was
part of the deal with Amit Shah.
Consequentially, a disgruntled Uddhav
Thackeray joined forces with the
Congress, its long-time antagonist. That
same year, when Ajit Pawar very briefly
and dramatically switched sides to the BJP,
NCP sources claim Sharad Pawar was well
aware of his party’s plan to join the BJP
government and Ajit had his uncle’s bless-
ings. Pawar backed out at the last mo-
ment, to the embarrassment of Ajit, be-
cause of strong objections from daughter
Supriya Sule, who is vehemently opposed
to the BJP’s ideology.

POLLSTER TO POLITICO

PrashantKishor’s credentials as a poll-
ster may have taken a beating after his
way-off-the mark predictions in the recent
elections, but his political debut, when he
led his new party Jan Suraaj in the Bihar
by-elections, was impressive. The party
garnered 66,000 votes, including 37,830
votes from Imamganj constituency.
Incidentally the NDA defeated its rival R|D
inall four seats under the leadership of the
BJP’s new state president, Dilip Jaiswal.

MONEY SPEAKS

Many claim credit for the Ladki Bahin
scheme which was viewed as a
gamechanger in Maharashtra. In fact, the
Congress first conceived the scheme in
2021 in the Assam elections, naming it
Gruha Lakshmi and promising monthly
cash transfers to BPLwomen. The Congress
lost the election nevertheless. But the same
poll guarantee helped the Congress swing
the 2022 Karnataka poll. Shivraj Singh
Chouhan copied the scheme in Madhya
Pradesh re-naming it Ladli Behnaand won
the Assembly election. The Mahayuti did
one better -- it did not simply include the
programme in its poll manifesto, instead,
to demonstrate the government’s sincer-
ity, Shinde as CM ensured that five monthly
installments of Rs 1,500, worth Rs 7,500,
were deposited in the bank accounts of
women voters, before the elections were
announced.

History

HEADLINE

HARISH
DAMODARAN

ON DECEMBER 11, 1956, the Union gov-
ernment under Jawaharlal Nehrusetupa
Commission of Inquiry on the adminis-
tration of the Dalmia-Jain (D]) Group of
companies.

Among its terms of reference was to
look into “any irregularities, frauds or
breaches of trust or action in disregard of
honest commercial practices or contra-
vention of any law” in respect of these
companies and “the nature and extent of
the personal gains made” by the promot-
ers along with “the losses suffered by the
investing public”.

The trigger for appointing the
Commission — initially headed by
Bombay High Court's Justice SR Tendolkar
and later by former Supreme Court Judge
Justice Vivian Bose — was a speech by the
Prime Minister’s son-in-law, Feroze
Gandhi, in Parliament on December 6,
1955 that exposed the financial manipu-
lations by India’s then third largest busi-
ness house after Tata and Birla.

The Lok Sabha member from Rae
Bareli had wound up his nearly two-hour-
long marathon by suggesting that the gov-
ernment constitute “a Commission of
Inquiry with full judicial powers to inves-
tigate the entire Dalmia-Jain affairs from
1945-46 or whenever it began up todate”.
The Commission - it also had N R Mody,
chartered accountant with the audit firm
A F Ferguson & Co, and S C Chaudhuri,
Commissioner of Income Tax, as mem-
bers - submitted its 815-page report on
June 15, 1962.

Compare that with the present time,
where the Narendra Modi government is
avoiding even a debate in both Houses,
forget conceding to the Opposition’s de-
mand for a Joint Parliamentary
Committee probe, on the allegations
against the Adani Group.

It’s not the contrasts alone, but also the
parallels, that are striking. Gandhi’s
speech did to the D] Group what the US
investor-activist firm Hindenburg
Research’s January 24, 2023 report did to
Adani, accusing it of stock price rigging
and accounting fraud.

The D] Group had interests in cement,
banking (Bharat Bank and Punjab
National Bank), insurance (Bharat
Insurance), publishing (Bennett,
Coleman), sugar, paper, chemicals, textile
and jute mills, aviation, motor vehicles,
light railways, collieries, electricity distri-
bution, biscuit-making and dairy.

That made it a horizontally diversified
conglomerate much like Adani, which has
businesses from ports, airports, coal mining

In 1950s, when a business
house stood in the dock

At the time of Independence,
Ramkrishna Dalmia headed India’s
third largest business house

and trading, thermal power, electricity
transmission and distribution, renewable
energy, solar photovoltaic manufacturing
and natural gas supply, to cement, edible
oils, road and rail development, data cen-
tres, grain handling and fruit marketing,

Adani is today India’s No. 3 business
house (after Tataand Reliance), just as the
DJ Group once was. Both had upstart
founders: Ramkrishna Dalmia’s first ven-
ture was a sugar factory at Bihta (Bihar)in
1933, while Gautam Adani’s Mundra Port
at Gujarat took off only in 1998.

The similarities end there.

The Vivian Bose Commission showed
how the funds of the DJ Group’s public
limited companies, banks and insurance
firms were used by the promoters’ pro-
prietary concerns for speculative acquisi-
tions or even personal purposes. The com-
panies in which the public had invested
their monies were often forced to lend
without security at low interest rates.
After being squeezed dry, even “the husks
were discarded”. The Commission docu-
mented many instances of companies
taken into voluntary liquidation, and their
account books and records destroyed to
leave no traces of fraud committed.

There isn’t evidence, so far, of such
brazen fund diversion or embezzlement
vis-a-vis the Adani Group. At least eight
out of its 11 listed companies seem to be
profit-making. Hindenburg’s charges
were primarily about the conglomerate
pumping up its company stock prices,
pledging these as collateral to take on too
much debt relative to free cash flows, and
parking shares with offshore shell entities

to conceal actual promoter ownership.

In the D] Group case, not only was
Feroze Gandhi allowed to speak, the
Finance Minister, C D Deshmukh, help-
fully butted in by noting Dalmia’s “ex-
traordinary capacity” to intermix the fi-
nances of his various industrial, banking
and insurance concerns. The D] Group
challenged the Tendolkar/Bose panel’s ap-
pointment under the Commissions of
Inquiry Act, 1952, which, it claimed, dealt
only with matters of public importance,
as opposed to the conduct of individual
persons or companies. The courts, how-
ever, upheld the government’s position
that the “grave consequences...ensued to
the investing public” from the “gross ir-
regularities” in the management of the D]
Group companies were matters of “defi-
nite public importance”.

The government, then, didn’t feel the
need to defend Dalmia, who had to en-
dure the ignominy of a two-year jail sen-
tence as well as dissolution of his business
empire. The group’s most prized assets
went to his son-in-law, Shanti Prasad Jain,
and brother, Jaidayal. Gandhi’s speech was
the precursor to the nationalisation of
India’s life insurance industry, via an or-
dinance promulgated on January 19, 1956.
It was also a time when India under Nehru
had embarked on a strategy of planned
economic development - in which the
public sector, not private corporates, oc-
cupied the “commanding heights”.

Cut to the present, where the govern-
ment and the main ruling party have, at
best, sought to deflect and distance them-
selves from the Adani Group. This is de-
spite the latest charges — pertaining to a
“bribery scheme” of over $250 million
payments to officials in India for securing
solar energy supply contracts - coming
from the US Department of Justice and the
Securities and Exchange Commission, and
not from some trader with short positions
in Adani stocks.

The Modi government’s apparent reluc-
tance toactagainst Adani could be because
it views, more than previous administra-
tions, big business as a partner in nation-
building and also serving the country’s for-
eign policy and geostrategic interests.

But to what extent the current devel-
opments will impact the Adani Group’s
own stock valuations and ability to raise
credit for funding its ambitious invest-
ment plans, both domestic and overseas,
remains to be seen. Business history is
littered with examples of over-leverage
and over-diversification exacting a
heavy price.

On the
LOOSE

LEHERKALA

leherkala@gmail.com

IN A post on X, Kolkata’s Indian Museum
shared photos of West Bengal Governor C
V Ananda Bose “unveiling” a bust of him-
self. The caption, in brief, read, “In align-
mentwith his vision to foster creativity and
cultural appreciation, we proudly hosted
the unveiling of a bust of Dr CV Ananda
Bose; by (Bose) himself.”
Unsurprisingly, there were some
chuckles and aminor furore with the ruling
Trinamool Congress calling Governor Bose
a “megalomaniac”. CPI(M) leader Sujan
Chakraborty said it was “unfortunate” and
“...unbecoming of the Governor to unveil
his own bust”. The Raj Bhawan responded
saying thata “common” sculptor from the

Going bust with statues

interior of Bengal created the piece as “a
tribute borne out of deep admiration”.

If beauty lies in the eyes of the be-
holder, this figurehead was a resounding
success because Governor Bose looked
pleased as punch withit. For the rest of us,
our frame of reference for sculpture is
Michelangelo’s David soit’s hard to make
sense of the image — the Governorin a
black bandhgala and dark glasses peering
at his eerie likeness (kitted out identically
in a black bandhgala) with a much too
shiny forehead and strangely beatific ex-
pression — while the museum staff
clapped dutifully in the background.

Busts have been around since the
Greco-Roman era to signify prominence
and honor family lineage. Folklore has it
that Michelangelo thoroughly examined
corpses to make sure his creations were

anatomically correct. Replicating the hu-
man form can’t be easy and I'm certainly
no authority on the artistic merit of this
bust, but speaking purely as an observer, if
I'was to stumble on these busts on a chilly
dark night, I would flee, screeching, con-
vinced a prop from The Exorcist has sprung
to life to rip me to shreds.

Horror movie enthusiasts may recall
the lurid 1975 film Trilogy of Terror where
awaxen doll-like statue leaps out of a suit-
case and sinks its teeth into the protago-
nist’s arm. It was the bane of my child-
hood. Definitely, strolling down an ancient
cobbled street in Rome, life-sized marble
portraits of Gods and heroes transports
one back to a glorious era but in 21st cen-
tury popular culture, mannequins and
busts are more likely to invoke a sense of
creepy unease. Somewhere in our fertile

imaginations (at least mine) their lifeless
humanity signifies death, if not a weirdly
nightmarish rebirth. The mystery is why
these vulgar travesties continue to be
made when nine times out of ten, statues’
facial expressions seem frightening, like
they’re grimacing in agony.

Fashions change. There was a time
whena taxidermy tiger had a pride of place
in aristocratic homes, some grand uncle
having shot the magnificent creature in a
shikaar. Nobody does that anymore. Only
decrepit heritage hotels in Rajasthan have
antler horns mounted on walls. Elephant
tuskers and ivory tables too, have merci-
fully vanished over the years. Similarly, per-
hapsiit’s time to consign busts and statues
to history since the emotions they evoke
are either a shudder of distaste or a shiver
up the spine. The Indian Museum, where a
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future shrine to Governor Bose has been
carved out, has plenty of other objects of
fascination. There are red sandstone rem-
nants of the Bharput Stupa, metal images
from the 8th century and art from the
Gandhara School. Occupied by suchriches
from the past, it’s unlikely that connois-
seurs of art or inquisitive students would
be enamoured by figurines of current po-
litical appointees, however much they may
consider themselves to be living legends.

In India, there’s no getting away from
politicians in power. They hog the limelight
onprime time TV, page one in newspapers
and even on the road, with their lal batti
and VIP security. It’s not such a big ask that
the museum be spared from displaying
them on pedestals as well.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films

Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEEN SINGH

Twitter @tavleen singh

Violence in
wastelands

HAVE BOTH Hindus and Muslims gone
completely mad in our beloved Bharat? |
ask the question seriously. The reason
why I ask is because it must be madness
that becomes manifest when people who
turn up to throw stones in defence of a
mosque or to make hate speeches are so
blinded by religiosity that they do not no-
tice the bigger problems that surround
them every day. All it needs is to watch
carefully the visuals that appear on your
TV screens every time there is a new fight
over a mosque, or a temple and you will
see what I mean about bigger problems.

For some days now I have watched
the violent clashes over the Shahi Jama
Masjid in Sambhal and the aftermath.
Instead of gazing at the white mosque
that looms over shabby bazaars and
slums, | have been more interested in
what lies below this mosque with so
grandiose aname. And I have been horri-
fied by the slimy drains that line dilapi-
dated alleys, the decrepit stairways that
rise from hovel-like shops and the gen-
eral sense of decay that hangs over every-
thing. Images from the destruction of
Gaza came to mind and not for the first
time it shamed me to see that living con-
ditions that usually come because of war
exist in India in normal, ordinary peace-
ful times. Small towns in India are filthy,
ugly and grim everywhere but if there
was a competition, the fine state of Uttar
Pradesh would win effortlessly.

This is what makes it so puzzling that
Hindus and Muslims should be fighting
about mosques and temples when they
should be fighting for basic civic rights. I
have personally not been to Sambhal but
I have been to many small towns in Uttar
Pradesh over the years and not come
across one that showed the smallest signs
of municipal governance. In these towns
if there is one, clean and relatively attrac-
tive structure it is always a mosque or a
temple that shine like beacons in the
wasteland from which they rise.

Instead of fighting for the right to bet-
ter living standards, Hindus and Muslims
spend their time killing each other while
trying to establish that beneath some
mosque there may once have been a
Hindu temple. Why do we not just agree
that when Muslim invaders rampaged
through India, they flattened thousands
of Hindu, Buddhist and Jain temples?
Why not just accept this ugly truth? Why
do we need to continue blaming every
Indian Muslim today for what his co-reli-
gionists did hundreds of years ago?
Muslims are not innocent victims either.
They rally in support of a Waqf Board that
has been notoriously corrupt and crimi-
nally territorial for far too long. But when
you have a Hindutva government trying
torestrict the Wagqf's powers there are in-
evitably suspicions that this is just one
more attempt to humiliate Muslims in
general.

As I write these words a certain trepi-
dation comes over me because I remem-
ber that there is some Hindutva outfit
called the Hindu Sena that is now trying to
convert Ajmer Sharif into a Shiv temple.
This is one of India’s most revered dargahs
(shrines) at which both Muslims and
Hindus have worshipped for at least seven
centuries so if there was a temple here
once, does it really matter now? Do courts
need to accept petitions that demand a
survey of these Islamic places of worship
when they come from lunatic fringe out-
fits like the Hindu Sena? Please remem-
ber that the man who heads this Hindu
army is the same one who organised a ‘ha-
van’ for Donald Trump’s victory in the
2020 election. A mad thing to do. Right?

In all this madness, if there has been
heard one sane voice it came, ironically,
from the head of the RSS, Mohan
Bhagwat, who warned when a survey was
being conducted in the Gyanvapi mosque
that it was wrong to go about searching
for a Shivling in every other mosque.
Nobody listened to him but if he is backed
up with other sane voices from religious
and political leaders, it is possible that this
tide of madness will be stopped. This is
necessary because it really is time for both
Hindus and Muslims to start demanding
much more important things like munic-
ipal governance.

In towns like Sambhal people live
without such basic amenities as running
water and electricity. They live in homes
that rise out of rotting garbage and when
the rains come, their children play on
mud floors that soak up sewage that
pours in with the rainwater. These are
towns in which temples, schools and
hospitals often appear as if they have
been built on layers and layers of
garbage. The air stinks so muchitis hard
to breathe. And clouds of flies and mos-
quitoes block the light and settle on the
faces of small babies. Could it be because
people are forced to live in such horren-
dous conditions that the only way they
find torelease their rage is by joining re-
ligious processions that nearly always
end in violence.

As someone who has traveled in
much poorer countries than India, I of-
ten say in this column, that there is al-
most no country in the world in which I
have seen living conditions more
abysmal than in India. They will improve
only when ordinary citizens discover
that they need basic, civic governance
more than places of worship.
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AVERAGE TICKET SIZE SURGES BY 23% Y-0O-Y

Developers’ luxury push continues even
as launches below 2.5 cr slow down

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 30

AFTER GROWING at a robust 52
per cent annually since the Covid
pandemic, residential launches
across India’s top real estate mar-
kets fell by 2 per cent in the first
three quarters of 2024 compared
to the same period in 2023. This
marks the sector’s first slowdown
since the post-2020 boom, with
just one ticket size bucking the
trend — luxury units priced above
Rs 2.5 crore.

The growing premiumisation
of India’s residential real estate
sector amidst easing demand is
alsoevidentin sales, which fell by
3 per cent year-on-year (y-0-y)
between April and September
2024, while the average ticket size
of units sold grew by 23 per cent,
an analysis of data from Anarock
showed. In the Delhi-NCR market,
where demand for luxury hous-
ingis especially pronounced, sales
fell by 0.6 per cent while the aver-
age price of units sold surged by
56 per cent.

The first signs of a slowdown
inresidential real estate mirror re-
cent concerns around waning ur-
ban demand across sectors, from
automobiles to consumer goods.
Major developers have an-
nounced plans to transition away
from affordable housing as they
no longer see abusiness opportu-
nity in the segment. Even in the
upper-end Rs 1.5-2.5 crore seg-
ment, launches fell by 15 per cent
y-0-y in the first three quarters of
2024, as against doubling each
year between 2020 and 2023.

Strong demand for
luxury housing

Launches of residential units
priced above Rs 2.5 crore across
the top seven cities — including
the Mumbai Metropolitan Region
(MMR), Delhi-NCR, Bengaluru,

FIRST SLOWDOWN SINCE POST-COVID BOOM

Growing premiumisation
amidst easing demand

Just one ticket size bucks
the trend - luxury units
priced above Rs 2.5 crore

-
The first signs of a
slowdown in residential real
estate mirror recent
concerns around waning
urban demand across sectors

and Chennai — surged at a com-
pounded annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 116 per cent between
2020 and 2023, marking an un-
precedented boom in luxury
housing. From just 4,000 such
units in 2020, launches soared to
over 41,000 in 2023. Even in the
first three quarters of 2024, when
overall residential launches de-
clined by 2 per cent, luxury
launches displayed notable re-
silience, growing by 56 per cent to
over 52,000 units.

After the pandemic, housing
became increasingly aspirational
for urban Indians, with mid-seg-
ment buyers gravitating toward
projects offering superior ameni-
ties and better connectivity.
Demand for larger homes with
flexible configurations, suchas ad-
ditional rooms, has also risen
sharply. Reflecting this trend, the
average flat size grew from 1,167
square feetin 2020to 1,300 square
feetin2023 —arise of 11.4 per cent,
according to data from Anarock.

Inan earnings call last month,
Aakash Ohri, Joint MD at DLF Ltd,

Every attack
makes us stronger:
Gautam Adani

VIVEATSUSANPINTO
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 30

GAUTAM ADAN], chairman of the
energy-to-infrastructure Adani
Group, on Saturday held forth on
challenges his conglomerate was
facingamid allegations of bribery
and fraud pertaining to Adani
Green Energy.

In his first public event since
the indictment by the US
Department of Justice and the
Securities Exchange Commission
(SEC), Adani, 62, said every attack
made the group stronger and
every obstacle was a stepping
stone for more resilience. “Less
than two weeks back, we faced a
set of allegations from the US
about compliance practices. This
is not the first time we have faced
such challenges. What I can tell
you is that every attack makes us
stronger,” he said. “No one from
the Adani side had been charged
withviolations of the FCPA or any
conspiracy to obstruct justice. As
we work through the legal
process, | want to re-confirm our
absolute commitment to world
class regulatory compliance,”
Adani said on the issue.

The billionaire has been
named along with seven others

— BRIEFLY —

ITRdeadlinefora
taxpayer category
extendedtoDec 15

New Delhi: Tax authorities have
extended the income tax re-
turn filing deadline by 15 days
to December 15 for FY 2023-
24.The due date for furnishing
the return of income under
section 139(1) of the Income-
Tax Act, 1961 in the case of an
assessee whois required to fur-
nish a report referred to in
Section 92E, is November 30.
The deadline has been ex-
tended for taxpayers who have
international transactions and
are required to furnish reports
under Section 92E. PTI

‘ Noone from Adani
side had been charg-
ed with violations of the
FCPA or any conspiracy to
obstructjustice... Iwantto
re-confirmour absolute
commitment toworld cla-
ssregulatory compliance”

—GAUTAM ADANI
CHAIRMAN, ADANIGROUP

for allegedly giving bribes to se-
cure contracts. The group has de-
nied the allegations.

Speaking at the 51st Gem &
Jewellery Awards in Jaipur, Adani
also said that he had come to ac-
ceptroadblocks as a price for pio-
neering. “The more bold your
dreams, the more the world will
scrutinise you. Butitis precisely in
that scrutiny that you must find
the courage to rise, to challenge
the status quo,and tobuild a path
where none exists,” he said.

Adani also gave two other ex-
amples of the resistance and chal-
lenges he has faced as a business-
man. One was pertaining to the
Carmichael coal mine in Australia.

The second instance was the
2023 Hindenburg report on the
group’s financials. FE

520 / annual growth
0in residential

launches across India’s

top real estate markets

since Covid pandemic
(2020- 2023)

noted that demand for luxury
housingisnolonger confined by a
north-south geographicdivide. “I
have seenin super luxury, includ-
ing our projects in Goa and of
course, Camellias, it has been pan-
India. The recent sales and the in-
terest that 'm seeing is coming
from top families of Tier 2 citiesall
over the country... I feel that the
start point is where we are today.
Itisonly going to go up,” Ohri said.

Others are more cautious —
Jagadish Nangineni, MD of
Bangalore-headquartered Sobha
Ltd, believes that luxury sales may
begin to stabilise. “I think there is
a steadiness in the market and
probably what we can anticipate
is not (what)we have seen (with)
the increase in the sales volumes
in the last couple of years.
Probably we are reaching a steady
state instead of continuous in-
crease in terms of demand,”
Nangineni told analysts on
November 15.

Developers pivot from
affordable housing

dropin
20/ 0 residential
launches in the first
three quarters of 2024

compared to the same
periodin 2023

Major developers have
announced plans to
transition away from
affordable housing

Even in the upper-end Rs
1.5-2.5 crore segment,
launches fell by 15% Y-0-Y in
the first 3 quarters of 2024,
as against doubling each

year between 2020 and 2023

Source: Anarock

Between 2020 and 2023,
launches below Rs 40 lakh grew
atthe slowest CAGR of 29 per cent
to a little over 83,000 units. The
next ticket size — launches priced
between Rs 40 lakh and Rs 1.5
crore — grew at 50 per cent to
around 2,60,000 units. Growthin
both these ticket sizes was lower
than the overall CAGR of 52 per
cent. In the first three quarters of
2024, launches below Rs 40 lakh
fell by 10 per cent and those be-
tween Rs 40 lakh and Rs 1.5 crore
fell by 7 per cent. The latest data
reflects what developers have
been saying for some time - both
demand and margins are higher
in the premium segments.
Soaring input costs and land prices
have also made affordable proj-
ects in and around metropolitan
cities harder to execute.

Abhishek Lodha, MD and CEO
of Macrotech Developers Ltd, reit-
erated the company’s “planned
transition” away from entry-level
housing towards the “upper end
of the mid-income and beyond”
inarecentearnings call. “Asacon-

sequence of that... we will be
moving fromatilt of about 85 per
cent to 90 per cent of our sales
coming from lower mid-income
and entry-level housing to that
moving to 50 per cent, obviously,
over a period of 3 years,” Lodha
said.

Amit Kumar Sinha, MD and
CEO of Mahindra Lifespace
Developers Ltd, also confirmed
that the company “will not pur-
sue affordable anymore”. “So, that
segment is out. And while super
luxury and all are very exciting,
our focus is going to mid-pre-
mium and premium. And the way
we segment the market is afford-
able, mid-premium, premium
and luxury... we will play in the
middle 2 segments, we will not
play in the 2 extreme segments,”
Sinha told analysts last month.

Pavitra Shankar, MD of
Brigade Enterprises Ltd said on
November 14 — “Ifin future, there
was affordable housing, we would
look at that, too, if there was op-
portunity there. But currently,
there is a lot of demand in terms
of premiumization of consumer
demand itself, whether real estate
orany sector. So that's why we are
capitalising on this trend.”

Among top 7 cities, Delhi-NCR
recorded the steepest rise in the
average price of units sold, which
surged to Rs 1.45 crore between
April to September 2024 from Rs
0.93 crore during the same period
in 2023. On the other hand, sales
fell slightly by 0.6 per cent to
32,125 units.In Bangalore, the av-
erage price of units sold jumped
by 44 per cent to Rs 1.21 crore
while sales fell 0.2 per cent to
31,380 units. The MMR was the
only exception among major cities
torecord a positive growth in units
sold - from 76,410 to 77,735 units,
agrowthof 1.7 per cent. The aver-
age price of units sold in and
around Mumbai also did not
change from Rs 147 crore.

EPF Board okays ETF reinvestment
norms, employer amnesty scheme

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 30

AREDEMPTION policy for invest-
ments in exchange-traded funds
(ETFs)and reinvestment of 50 per
cent of those redemption pro-
ceeds into ETFs, along with an
amnesty scheme for employers to
voluntarily disclose and rectify
past non-compliance without
penalties was approved by the
Central Board of Trustees of the
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) in its 236th
meeting Saturday. The Board also
discussed the pilot of the
Centralised Pension Payment
System (CPPS), which is likely to
be launched on December 31.
The EPFO, which has 7.37 crore
contributing subscribers and a to-
tal of 32.56 crore members, plans
to increase the ETF redemption
period to 7 years from4 years over
the next six years to improve
yields. While 50 per cent of the re-
demption proceeds will get rein-
vested in equity through ETFs
such as Bharat 22 and CPSE ETFs,
the remaining 50 per cent would
be invested in other asset classes
as per the existing pattern such as
government securities and corpo-
rate bonds. The changes ininvest-
ment normsis beingdone withan
aim to earn better returns through
investment in equity. The invest-

CPPSPILOT

M Board also discussed
the pilot of the
Centralised Pension
Payment System
(CPPS), whichis likely
tobelaunched on
December 31

ment committee of the EPFO had
earlier noted that “there is a need
tobalance the short-termreturns
on investments under EPF
Scheme with the future growth
prospects in equity”. As per the
notified pattern of investment by
the Ministry of Labour and
Employment, the EPFO can invest
up to 15 per cent of its incremen-
tal flows in equity. EPFO started
with an investment of 5 per cent
in equity through ETFs on Sensex
or Nifty in August 2015.
Subsequently from 2017 the in-
vestment in ETFswas increased to
15 per cent of the fresh accretion.

The 44-member CBT, headed
by Labour and Employment
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
and having both employees’ and
employers’ representatives, also
gave nod for the EPFO Amnesty
Scheme 2024. The scheme is be-
ing brought as the Labour and
Employment Ministry moves
ahead with the implementation
plan for the Budget announce-

ment of Employment Linked
Incentive (ELI) scheme.

“The initiative is designed to
encourage employers to voluntar-
ily disclose and rectify past non-
compliance or under-compliance
without facing penalties or legal
repercussions. A simple online
declaration from employers will
be sufficient to avail the scheme
benefits,” the Ministry said in a
statement. The amnesty scheme
has been proposed in the back-
drop that several small establish-
ments, especially Micro, Smalland
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs),
may opt for the ELI scheme but
would have faced a roadblock if
there were past dues of non-com-
pliance for EPF contribution.

The CBT also approved a key
feature of crediting interest at the
time of claim settlements. At pres-
ent, for the claim settled till 24th of
the month, interestis paid only up
to the end of the previous month.
Now, the interest will be paid to
the member up to the date of set-
tlement.

The Board also discussed the
earlier decision to increase the
limit for auto claims settlement fa-
cility to Rs 1 lakh from Rs 50,000
which is now applicable for ad-
vances for housing, marriage and
education. Inthe current financial
year 2024-25, the EPFO has set-
tled 1.15 crore claims in auto
mode.

55 CRASHES, 20 FATALITIES EVERY HOURIN 2023; CRASHES UP 4.2% AS COMPARED TO 2022

India continues to top road accident fatalities globally with over 1.72L deaths in 2023

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 30

UNION MINISTER of Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari on Saturday said that
over 4.8 lakh road accidents took
place in the country last year that
resulted in over 1.72 lakh people
fatalities. When compared with
the 2022 data onroad accidents,
the crashes have increased by 4.2
per centand there is anincrease
of 2.6 per cent in fatalities. Over
4.61 lakh road accidents and
over 1.68 lakh fatalities took
place in 2022.

The Ministry of Road
Transport & Highways is yet to
release the 2023 report on road

crashes in India. While address-
ing an event on road safety in
Lucknow, Gadkari said that out
of the total deaths in the acci-
dent, around 10,000 deceased
are minors.

“In the areas outside schools
and colleges, 35,000 accidents
and 10,000 deaths took place. A
total of 35,000 deaths are of
pedestrians. A total of 54,000
deaths happened due to not
wearing helmets and 16,000
deaths have occurred due to not
wearing seat belts. A total of
12,000 deaths have occurred due
to overloaded vehicles. Similarly
driving without a valid licence
accounted for around 34,000 of
the total crashes. The remaining
deaths occur due to old vehicles,

old technology like not being able
toapply brakes etc.,” said Gadkari
during the event. He further said
that the most important thingin

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

‘ ... there are potholes
ontheroadsat many
places. Thereis lack of
underpasses, overbridges.
We have identified black
spotsinroad engineering
problem and such spots
are beingrectified onthe
National Highways.... “
— NITIN GADKARI

MINISTER OF ROAD TRANSPORT
AND HIGHWAYS

thisis that the highest number of
road accident deaths in the world
occursinIndia and out of this, the
highest number of deaths occur

CrUDE WATCH

OI1L POSTS OVER 3% WEEKLY DECLINE

New York: Oil prices edged lower and posted a weekly decline of more
than 3 per cent, pressured by the prospect of increased supply in 2025.
Brent crude fell 34 cents, or 046%, to settle at $72.94 a barrel. US

‘WTI crude futures fell 72 cents, or 1.05%, to settle at $68.
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Pressure on micro
loans may stress small
finance lenders, dent

consumption further

GEORGE MATHEW &
HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 30

EARLY SIGNS of stress in India’s
microfinance institutions, small fi-
nance banks and unsecured per-
sonalloans are beginning to show
up, primarily driven by escalating
borrower indebtedness. Latest
datareveals a surge in delinquen-
cies during the first half of FY25,
with multiple analysts predicting
this trend to persist into the next
half year, casting a shadow over
the asset quality of underlying
loans. As a result, small and micro
loans face significant risks to their
growth and profitability, sparking
concerns about the sector’s re-
silience in these challenging times,
analysts and rating agencies said.

On November 13, ESAF Small
Finance Bank, which used to fo-
cus on micro loans, reported a
jump in gross non-performing as-
sets(NPAs)toRs 1,279.3 crore(6.9
per cent of advances)for the quar-
ter ended September 2024 from
Rs399.1 crore (2.6 per cent)ayear
ago due to its concentration on
micro loans. Its share price has
plummeted from the 52-week
high of Rs 82.26 to Rs 39.01 now.
Aviom India Housing Finance in-
formed its lenders earlier this
month about anongoing auditby
the National Housing Bank (NHB)
in the wake of the discovery of
fraudulent transactions during a
recent onsite supervisory inspec-
tion. Saying that there could be a
delay in repayments to creditors,
Aviom said in a letter to lenders,
“the NHB Audit was initiated fol-
lowing the regular on-site super-
visory inspection that resulted in
observations, including that the
statement of accounts of
mutual fund(s) appear
to be managed.”

Crisil has estimated
that the gross non-per-
formingassets(NPAs)of |

EXPLAINED

A worker operates a machine in a small scale manufacturing

unit in Mumbai.

Reuters File

FY24. The evolving asset quality
risks will dampen sectoral growth
and earnings in the current fiscal;
ICRA expects NBFC-MFIs’ assets
under management (AUM)
growth to dip to 17-19 per cent in
FY25 from 29 per cent in FY24.
Microfinance institutions faced a
significant rise in delinquencies
during the first quarter of fiscal
2025, according to Crisil. Early-
stage delinquencies (0+ and 30+
days pastdue)increased by 110 ba-
sis points and 55 basis points, re-
spectively, compared to the pre-
ceding March quarter.

Decline in portfolio
quality

Fourkey factors contributed to
this decline in portfolio quality:
lending to over-leveraged borrow-
ers, debt-waiver campaigns, high
field-staff attrition, and opera-
tional challenges due to elections
and extreme weather. As a result,
average monthly collection effi-
ciency dropped to 96 per
centin Q1 FY25 and fur-
ther to 94 per centin Q2,
down from 98 per centin
@ | theprevious fiscal, Crisil
said. According to Jyoti

small finance banks

(SFBs) is expected to move up to
2.9 per cent by the end of fiscal
2025 from 2.3 per cent as on
March 31,2024. “Asaresult, credit
cost is set to rise 40 bps to 1.4 per
cent. The impact of the expected
delinquency trends will not be
uniform, though. The extent of
rise in gross NPAs and credit costs
across SFBs will vary based on the
extent of their exposure to the vul-
nerable segments,” said Vani
Ojasvi, Associate Director, CRISIL
Ratings.

Rising indebtedness
Indicating the rising indebted-
ness, credit card outstanding rose
toRs 2.71 lakh crore by September
2024 from Rs 2.30 lakh crore in
September last year. The Reserve
Bank of India stepped in to check
the rampant rise in the indebted-
ness and delinquenciesin the per-
sonalloan segment with more re-
strictions last year, leading to a
decline in the growth in the over-
all personal loan book of banks to
5 per cent as of September this
year from 18 per cent a year ago.
ICRA said delinquenciesin the
microfinance institutions (IMFI)
sector rose to 2.4 per cent by June
2024 from 2.1 per cent in March,
while highlighting the increasing
delinquencies in the microfinance
sector, which is likely to push up
the NBFC-MH credit costs to 320-
340 basis points — one basis point
is one hundredth of a percentage
point — in FY25 from 220 bps in

in Uttar Pradesh (UP). “There
have been 44,000 road accidents
in UP and out of these 23,650
deaths have occurred. Of these,
1,800 deaths are of people below
18 years of age and 10,000 are of
pedestrians and two-wheelers.
There have been 8,726 deaths
due to overspeeding,” Gadkari
said in Lucknow.

Gadkari said that these acci-
dents are happening because
people do not have respect and
fear for the law. “There are many
reasons for accidents, but the
biggest reason is human behav-
iour. This is also true that there
are potholes on the roads at
many places. There is a lack of
underpasses and foot over
bridges. We have identified the

Prakash Gadia, Managing
Director, Resurgent India, while
the bankingindustryasawholeis
showing resilience with a gradu-
ally reduced NPA, stress is visible
inmicrofinance, small finance,and
unsecured loans. “Thisis primarily
because of the relatively more ag-
gressive approach adopted by
theseinstitutions in grantingloans.
The risk assessment and compli-
ance criteria have been apparently
diluted with the element of flexi-
bility in selecting the borrowers,”
Gadiasaid. Target huntingwithan
intent to expand quickly has
prompted sanctions on some bor-
rowers who did not have adequate
cash flows tofall back upon for re-
payment, leading to stress. The
overall economic scenario at the
rural and semi-urbanlevel has also
not improved to a level of buoy-
ancy, thereby creating stress for
small loans, Gadia said.

In fiscal 2025, microfinance
loans and unsecured personal
loans, where early signs of stress
are visible on account of a rise in
borrowerindebtedness, will seea
moderation in portfolio quality.
Sub-segments within secured as-
set classes, catering in part to a
similar customer segment, could
also see higher delinquencies,
Crisil said.

The RBI has recently imposed
a‘ceaseand desistorder’ on some
NBFC-MFIs, preventing them
from sanctioning and disbursing
loans. “The restrictions were due
toissues related to predatory pric-

black spots in this road engineer-
ing problem and such spots are
being rectified on the National
Highways by spending about Rs
40,000 crore. All roads are not
under me, I am the Minister of
National Highways only. There
are many state highways and
district roads. It also concerns the
state government. The cause of
the accident can be found and
rectified,” the Minister said.

He said that instructions
have been given to companies to
improve automobile engineer-
ing. Along with this, an aware-
ness programme is being run.
“We are trying to ensure that the
state government includes ‘rules
of the road’ inits curriculum. We
were talking about reducing ac-

ing, insufficient transparency in
disclosures, and improper evalu-
ation of household income and
fixed monthly liabilities.
Additionally, concerns have been
raised aboutlending to customers
withmultiple fake voter IDs, often
categorised as new-to-credit
(NTC) customers, which further
undermines the integrity of the
lending process,” CareEdge
Ratings said in a report.

In OCtober, the RBI cautioned
non-banking finance companies
against aggressively pursuing
growth without building up sus-
tainable business practices and
risk management frameworks,
commensurate with the scaleand
complexity of their portfolio. “The
Reserve Bank is closely monitor-
ing these areas and will not hesi-
tate to take appropriate action, if
necessary,” RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said. Driven by
the significant accretion to their
capital from both domestic and
overseas sources,and sometimes
under pressure from their in-
vestors, some NBFCs - including
microfinance institutions (MFIs)
and housing finance companies
(HFCs)-are “chasing excessive re-
turns on their equity”, he said.

Furthermore, the RBI has
raised concerns regarding the
practice of loan netting by MFIs
and has instructed certain banks
and MFIs to ensure that this does
notlead to ‘ever-greening of delin-
quent loans’. The increasing bor-
rower indebtedness is com-
pounded by various factors, such
as heatwaves, general elections,
and political movements like the
“Karja Mukti Abhiyan.”

The profitability of small fi-
nance banks, measured in terms
of return of assets (RoA), willmod-
erate around 40 basis points (bps)
to 1.7 per cent this fiscal from 2.1
per cent for fiscal 2024 due to
lower net interest margins (NIM)
and higher credit costs, Crisil said.
The overall profitability will con-
tinue to be significantly influenced
by credit costs.

Cautious approach
needed

The expectations of significant
improvements in future earnings
and social aspirations have led to
asubstantial increase in the unse-
cured borrowings by new con-
sumers,and this portfolio, partic-
ularly of NBFCs and microfinance
institutions has grown faster. The
delinquencies have correspond-
ingly grown in the absence of ad-
equate generation of income and
surplus impacting the repayment
capacity, Gadia said.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

cidents by 50 per cent by 2024,
but they have not reduced. This
means we need to do more
work,” said Nitin Gadkari.
Sources said that the Road crash
severity i.e fatalities per 100
crashes have marginally de-
creased to 36 in 2023 from 36.5
in2022. Overspeeding is the ma-
jor cause of accidents, where
68.1 per cent people in 2023 died
because of this reason. Two-
wheeler users accounted for
44 8 per cent and pedestrians ac-
counted for nearly 20 per cent of
all road crash fatalities.

Onanaverage,in 2023, India
witnessed 1,317 road crashes
and 474 fatalities every day or 55
crashes and 20 fatalities every
hour.
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REGIONAL OFFICE:

Bank of Baroda, First Floor, Diamond Complex,
GOVERNMENT OF TELANGAMNA

HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN Ji!-

WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD
Do Chief General Manager (Engg), STP Circla-l, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500 004

JAp T SFEAT Ll bt %3 4 3i0 G5IGT Bank of Baroda yiyore, et enaesaoht oo No. 8900813429
POSSESSION NOTICE (for Immovable Property)

1st Floor, Chanakya Place,

Bank of India : (Tet Dor 3 2a0aRaorRObNuS)

e-TENDER NOTICE | [Appendix-IV, Rule 8 (1)], Possession Notice (for Imnmovable Property) [As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002]
e=Tender Notice Name of Work Approximate Estimate | \Whereas, Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the BANK OF BARODA under the Securitisation
No. & Date ame ot o Contract Value (in Grores) | | The undersigned baing the Authorized Officer of the BANK OF INDIA, PATNA ZONE under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of
EPNo.0SICGMEY |Construcion of 22 STPs of 471,50 MLD | ~ECV put to tender is -and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
STP Circle-ll capacity In HaM Mode for ULBs between| Re-TTI.ET | powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002 issued a demand notice calling upon the borrower(s) to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60
223TPs-ULBs-ORR/| GHMC and ORR including MoM for a| ~O&M cost Rs.541.55 for | ssued a demand nofice as detalled in the table hereunder written calling upon the below mentioned borrowers to days from the receipt of the said notice.
Pack-li2024-25 period of 15 years under AMRUT-2.0| 15 years and quoted TP -repay the amount shown in the respactive notices mentioned against their names in the table, within 60 days The borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
[;ELIBI:I“.!I] A1.2024 (TRANCHE-[H)-Package-Il H]F;Efahﬁtén ?::: :;% | from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrowerfs and/or guarantorsis having failed to repay the amount, borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession
ii"i{: LL — pTETETT [1 s = ':d fm' r. | notice is hereby given 1o the barrowerls or guarantors/s and the public in general that the undersigned hastaken|  |of the property/ies described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the
Hmrdl h :;:;gel; 1;,;”:: :T:d rs;:;q nc-.hrl.:f .:1_*; :;-1 araTHmagﬁr ‘EH; ; ] ;?F aéu:;ﬂfiwfe;;wssg possession of the property qegcrlbe-d herain h&m-._u in exarcise of powers conferred on him unn:_i&a‘ sub-section (4) said Act read with rule 8 of the said rules.
Khairatabae, Hyderabad-500004, (3] The cantractordinms ane requesied i upiaan me informason jn | | ©F S@ction 13 of Act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this the 28th day of The borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to
the ZIF* farmat prefarably. (4) Further detais can be saen i@ http:Twww.tender telangana.gov.in | November of the year 2024, ] \ o : . . deal with the property/ies and any dealings with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of the BANK OF
L T eyl | [he borrowers and/or guarantors(s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to dealwith the| | ARODA for the amount stated herein below and further interest thereon at the contractual rate plus costs,
property and any dealings with the said property will be subject to the charge of the BANK OF INDIA, PATEL .
| : ! charges and expenses till date of payment.
No: ASC/P-864/F.M. Procurement/2024-25/3170 ¥:f£ﬁg£;g%‘;'ﬁﬁ:lrg mw: dﬂg?}”rgif;g:";:} ?uﬂbrzzﬁéﬂ“&‘;cg?;”;ﬁg:i ?Eﬁ!‘ue Act. In respect of fime The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time,
e-Procurement Notice (Re-Tender : , ' available to redeem the secured assets.
. . ( . ) [Svakaiie, taredeainhe securmt Ssoels Name of Borrower / Guarantors & Description of Imnmovable Properties
The Managing Director, Assam Seeds Corporation Ltd., Khanapara, Mame of |, Branch, ii, Date e Date of .
Guwabhati-22 invites bids in Two-Bid System through e-Procurement from a‘:‘ Borrower & & Amount as per ikl ihiziod :'f t;:;mmuvahlu Possession Brancg / tNaT: i Borr_o welrzl S toé Dtertnar:;.i NS Description of the properties
eligible Bidders for "Procurement of Seed Processing Plants for Assam | Guarantor Natica ws 13(2) it of Assets T Tt T ———— : :
Seeds Corporation Limited" as mentioned in the Bid document for the 1. Mr. Deepak () Patel Nagar Branch EQM Al that part and parcel of the |ag 14 2024 I\Bll;ancl?: RIIghIaE (Mahe_5|a) B":"Ch el :roggrtllg ?%NI\C;--1! Kl\r:Iauzar-\lSIta4n5]arrhr:’ Ward
year 2024-25. The last date for online submission of Bid is 22/12/2024 llptO Hun_'lar and_ {ii] Demand Notice Date: prcpery U:H'IElE[lI"'Ig of '”E! no 202 {Eﬁd S una nterprlses., rop. r. shwinli uha 0. (O ), ( eW), . esra No.-49, ana no.-
05:00 PM Sunita Devi 12.09.2024, Floor} Area 1261.00 sg.f. in the name of Srivastava S/o Nawal Kishore Prasad and Guarantor-|315, Thana-Sitamarhi, Anchal-Dumra, D.S.R.
' : ¥ 26.41,576.36 and Interast | 27 Despak Kumar shuated at Shrea Smt. Shashi Srivastava W/o Nawal Kishore Prasad Office-Sitamarthi, Dist.-Sitamarhi. Area-04 Dec.,
Eligible Bidders may download the Bid document available at théreon ?f;aﬁﬁhﬁ*?dhﬁa E‘.]”]%EW% = Piﬂt Téﬂg' Date of Demand Notice: 19.09.2024 Boundary:- N-Brij Kumar Ray, S-8 feet chaura
. : . Kha : , Thana MNo-02, . : . _ _
http://assamtenders.gov.in Mauza-Mainpura, P.S -Patlipulra, Dist-Patna, Flat no-202 (2nd Flﬂﬂi} EE:I:AH{:&I:& No-01 Raui Date of Possession: 27.11.2024 rasta, E-Smt. Ugra Tara Devi, W-Nilam Devi.
Sd/- Chowk, Indrapurl, PO -Keshri Nagar, P.5.- Patliputra, Dist-Paina Boundary of Flat:- North: Amt: 324,90,893.89 (Rupees Twenty four lakh ninety|Property is in the name of Mr. Ashwini Kunal
Managing Director Lobby, Lift thereafier Flat Mo-203 of Block-A , South: Front Set Back of the Building, East: Flat thousand eight hundred ninety three and eighty nine paise|Srivastava S/o-Nawal Kishor Prasad.
Assam Seeds Corporation Ltd., Mo-201 of Block-A, West: Side sel back of the Building, Boundary of Apartment: North: Part only) + unapplied interest + Other charges as on 08/09/2024 | Property S.No.-2: Khata No.-283, Khesra
JANASANYOG/CF/2444/24/01-DEC-24 Khanapara, Guwahati-22 ﬂﬁ;ﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁ“ﬂ'ﬁ"’: River Plot no-1220 & 20 feet wide Branch Road, East: Flot No-1175, together with further interest thereon at the contractual rate|No.3803, Thana no.-03, Mauza-Bhakurhar,
9 5 . . . . .
: plus costs, charges & expenses till date of payment. Thana-Bairganiya,Anchal-Bairganiya, S.R. Office
UJVYN LIMITED = Mis.Mama () Patel Nagar Branch Hypothecation of Stocks, Stocks Injag 44 224 -Dheng, Dist.-Sitamarhi, Area-16 Dec., Boundary (As per Sale Deed):- N-Mahajan, S-Nij number Haza,
Bhanja Saree {ii) Demand Motice Date: Trade, Address: Mama Bhanja ) . . . .
H.0.: “UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006 i epleliis : Ftaaﬂ;,,-::nad& Garmerts. Raad. Cifics E-Ramashankar Pd., W-Shivdhari Das. Boundary (At Present):- N-Mahajan, S-Pitch Road (Main Road),
Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax- 0135- 2763508 Prop.-Mr. Deepak | ¥ 25,28 i.:l:ﬁ 3’9 and' interast | Address- West Patel Nagar, Patna, E-Ramashankar Pd., W-Shivdhari Das. Property is in the nae of Smt. Shashi Shrivastava W/o-Nawal
CIN No. U40101UR2001SGCO25866. Website: www.ujvnl.com A i e Bihar-800008 Kishore Prasad.
T=iw 9, 1061 TENDER NOTICE fe=tim z8.11.2024 - Date : 27.11.2024 Authorised Officer
Office of the Executive Engineer (Civil-1l), UJVN Limited, Guptkashi, Wth IIFHoL e s S Ak AR : Place : Riga Bank of Baroda
invites bids from interested parties. Brief summary of tender is given Date: 28.11.2024 Authorized Officer
below:- Place: Patna Bank of India
Tender No.: 06/EE(Civil-ll)/Guptkashi/2024-25 = GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA "IMPORTANT"
Mame of work: Construction of footpath to cremation ground for project SRIVE TTHBIRE r # OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION : : :
e, v el e -~ ENGINEER CUITACK (kD) CIRCLE, CUTTACK | [ W11 S2E B Ben pore
Estimated Cost: Rs10.81 Lakh (Plus GST Extra) E-mail.ID- secterb_2006@yahoo.co.in . . .
Date of availability of bid document on website: 30.11.2024 from 17:00 (qﬂﬁ[ Bal, Eﬂﬁiﬁ"l ?ﬂm g ?T G ) b ﬁﬂ'ﬁ"T} Tel/Fax - 0671-2301751/2302751 copy, itis not possible to Ve.nfy
Hrs onwards ite o290, FAwaT qveT Bedta w@ieaw, Mivard), -834008 its contents. The Indian
Last date for submission of bid: 26.12.2024 up to 16:00 Hrs E : ( ‘e’ - PROCUREMENT NOTICE) Express (P) Limited cannot
; : mail : - m]]m'zhu omail.com, Website :- www. sajha.in :
For full & further details, kindly visit our website, The tender documents can . . . be held responsible for such
} ! - ) Bid Identification No.CCE.Ctc. (R&B) 11/2024-25.
be downloaded from tha Nigam's website “www.ujvnl.com Hlod oo : 196 festid - 29./11 / 2024 contents, nor for any loss or
E tive Enalnaar (CIvil-ll m W 1. The Chief Construction Engineer, Cuttack (R&B)Circle. Cuttack on behalf of Governor of d . ed tof
XOCU g { :I o Odisha invites on Percentage rate basis bid in double cover system in ONLINE MODE amage_ |ncurr_ asa resu_ o
“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity” Nos BN = Tl i & T sieEvs e s areeia District Spﬂ rts Co-ordinator from eligible contractors for Bridge works as mentioned below. transactions with companies,
- R ba =T R wEET AERE Fﬂli‘h? B WeITerd fasmus | —178, G 05.10.2024 (PR No.-338174) 3 | | 2. No. of work - 103 Nos. associations or individuals
Bruhat EEHQH'UFU Mﬂhﬂnﬂgﬂrﬂ Palike Fertmeg IO SIRITIET &1 e @ Sura S¥hT 840y U9 H07Y SHGar] &1 6l SNeETs o o & | |3 Nature of work - Bridge works advertising in its newspapers
Office of the Executive Engineer, (Project Central-1), J7ETEe www.sajha.in T3 www.jharkhandsports.in @ Notice ST T 3T ST e & | i sl e T (g or Publications. We therefore
Annex-2 Building, BBMP Head Office, Bengaluru-560 002. AU Amai W= % f-A9 —sajhaY@email.com T EEE 07 /12 /2024 H EEA 4100 FH TF S| | 6. Available of bid document | :- From 07.12.2024 to 17.30 Hours recommend that readers
[No. EE/PC-1/TEND/D2/2024-25 Date: 30.11.2024 HfFrefeEm H | in the website. of 21.12.2024 make necessary inquiries
T Tl x = i - Tz ﬂ_-lﬁ?' 5 Zios : ey 7. Date of opening of bid :- Dt.23.12.2024 at 11.00 Hours. before sending any monies
INvITATIU N FGR TE N DEHS {IFT} ¥ ' Gl il g ! I-_'.:'Ifq E—i & A/ Hla Tl ST AT = ﬁ E i "_';E':_:,:- iﬁ sasdlg 8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen from or entering into any
S hﬂl"t T'E rm TE nder Nﬂtlfl{.‘.ﬂtiﬂﬂ EI'TIIECFIﬁ ﬁ]ﬁﬂfﬁ, the website https://tenQersodisl?a.gov.il?. Any addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of agreements with advertisers
( ) PR 340863 Art Culture Sports and Youth Affairs(24-25)#D B e et o tender can also be seen in the said web site. J : :
Through GOK KPP Portal only i i Lis TS e AT | Sd. or otherwise acting on an
website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in : . : advertisement in any
1 : : : Chief Construction E.nglneer, manner whatsoever.
e Executive Engineer, Project Central-1, BBEMP, OIPR-34012/11/0014/2425 Cuttack(R&B) Circle
Bengaluru invites from eligible Tenderers for the
construction of works detailed in the table below. m #* -
| R areaeTsio i b 3T sfaar REGIONAL
Tﬂ; Name of Works iﬂ" - Ll | ST QFEI[ ‘
e ——— S ¢ Fifear wo - RE-02/RDSD/RAMGARH/04/2024-25(3" Call) Central Bank of India OFFICE, PURNEA
y HlcEtaEaEny ry A e 1. el # faega fawelt — MMGSY w8 st |
Town, Bengaluru. Appx. Amount put to tender (T in| |; e — —— P Rl T e
S # | ameadfihders | uevs | s At i e grrmlew | e | oflo | s go DEMAND NOTICE
Lakhs) Excluding GST : 187.48, EMD (2 in Lakhs): w2 e A T i af | feR @ | e Under Section 13(2) of the Securitization & Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
1018 Lok '[EE-;;;;EJ?:EEH“EE; EI_'I':'}’“E“’E"‘E“‘ & (6] e ()| alnterest Act 2002 (SARFAESI ACT) read with Rule 3 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002).
" 585 5p9 - o g - : RL--IH-‘E;-‘.JJTEJ}- .3 = Fﬁll.i.é.‘? A v HE'; e g lf';HE][] "-nt:[mu '"Fﬁ[m 1”8 The accounts of the following borrowers with Central Bank of India having been classified as NPA, tha Bank has issued natica under
Calendar of Events: ':1] Documents may be downloaded EAMG :,tR HMMG o o -I|-r| S O o -M : i = : iy Sec.13{2) of the SARFAES] Acton the date mentioned below. Inview of the non-senvice of the notice on the last known address of below
through Kpp Portal from 02.12.2024 onwards. .ﬁ .,:;,] 13495 ’ -‘*I“—c;fr .q-,;r-q e T I—.T{E;Tﬁ-r N :I':t mentioned bormowers/Guarantors. this public notice is being published for information of all concemnead.
{2] Last Date for receipt of queries is 07.12.2024 up to * ARG bl ,'_ﬂH I':—rm TR L The below mentioned Borrowers/Guarantors are called upan to pay o Central Bank of India; within 60 days from the date of publication
5:30 3) Bre bid t il be h id. '1“ 12.2024| | = = - — il B althis Matice the amounts indicated below due on the dales together with fuure Inlerest at contraciual rates, il the dale of payment,
:30 p.m. ( ) Pre bid meeting wi e heldonu. 1&.£ |2, d@wrEe # Fifaa yamm & 1 ferfey i feian 05.12.2024 _ underthe loaniand other agreemeants and documents executed by the concamad persons. As security for the Bormowers' obligatian
at 4:00 p.m. in the Office of the Chief Engineer, Project-| |2 I_|.h.1E,4L,:| wifet @i R v wAn — AT 05.12.2024 W 14.12.2024 1 HUNTEA 5200 T TF | under the said agreements and documents, the respective assels shown against the names have been chargad fo Central Bank of
C.Eﬂtral_"l_ {4} Tende.rs must hE‘ El.lhl'l"li’[’[Ed [H'Iiir"IE thrﬂ‘ug‘h ;4 ,'E,E— |&|ia'1| '\-!ﬂ:'-;-{ ] & W — S :|-||-T-L| T, a7 R |£'Ilr.|-.,—] |-THN THTEH, STHE | India.
Kpp Portal on 16.12.2024 before 5:30 p.m. (5) Technical| |5 % [ = 1 fRITEr 7 70— 16.12.2024 STRIEST 02:00 7 | i Br. Name & Address of Name | Date of Particulars of property/ Outstanding
Bids will b nedon17.12.2024 at 5:30 p.m iﬁ-. g~ amife i rnc?l_ e TIEraETET i1 =T e e — aduTeres aren el e e weeE, ey | No. Borrower(s)/Guarantors sithe | Demand assets charged, Arnounies ad
S SUPRHEUDT Tl LD gl il | 7. FifEe umre F7 39T Ho— 9039700965 o Branch| Notice the date of
Sd/- Executive Engineer, (Project Central-1), BBMP,| | 5. fvsnor R o6t wii¥ e sl & | Sy s & ais &u o | issue of
la. [Friden ues vd armes @) i @94 Online Mode grr w&teTd enfl | demand notice
E-AUCTION FOR THE CONTRACT OF LEASING | 10. FITEET I 7F Sroer @ WT?‘T'“" Pared SRl ¥ fea ST, T e & Grave & ¥ AT € | 3P 1, | BORROWOR: Gopal Prasad Mandal,| = Land and bullding in the name-of GopalPrasad | 2 31,81 636/ +
TN 1w R R s & o aRre W s AR w6 gnh Slo Rameshwar Prasad Mandal, Rio- % 11172022 | Mandal Sto Rameshwar Prasad Mandal and| |4t & Other
OUT OF VPH & SLR COMPARTMENT ﬁl’ﬁ'q TTTrel & (o] Taese FTharkhandtenders, gov.in 7@ T P T Uz 2 O o] W HEE | Ward No. 25, Near by Nil Factory,| - situated at ‘Mouza- Karkichiya, Thana No.151.|  Eupenses
E-Auction for the contract of leasing out of VPH & SLR Compartment mm afrga P-"{.'If.EEEI:.Ir' Colany, Forbesgan|, Dist- E Tauzi Mo.8M HhHJEl_ N'-’_?'-Hﬁ. F"ﬂ: HU ‘_‘521'.
through e-Auction by vanous train on round and single trip basis for a| | PR 340899 Rural Work Department(24-25#D arftor R fets wavsa, g Fiaia, Re = 0oRie, R e
=5t [ e, T P s 4 A G e e B T e e e e e e e e e L g It LA | ; P as per sale deed No. 10374/2012 dated
penod of 2 years Description: Parcel Space in SLR Coach (Single GUARANTOR: 1.) Sunita Kumari 0102013
Compartment) Auction Start Date & Time: 10:00 hrs. on 17-12-2024 OFFICE OF THE MEDININAGAR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION ;.guhﬁg?gl Tﬁiﬂi&aﬂgﬁ%‘gﬁg;? Bounda:cry: Morth: Pakki Sadak, South :
Auction Close Date & Time : 11:50 hrs. on 17-12-2024. Rate Unit: Per e-mail :- municipalcouncil. medininagar@gmail.com Fln'rhn;ga.fj. Dist Arario, Bhar . 854318, iz East: Nz Vet - N Raste
Trip Licensing Fee . nd 7) Rakesh Ranjan Mandal Sc Gopal
Auction Catalogue No.: TSK.SLR44 Very Short Tender Notice (2™ Call) Prasad Mandal, Rio-Ward No. 25, Nearby
Seq Hn' Lot No./Category TripsiDays '_ 1' Tender Value h P INR 3,50,15,700.00/- Cist-Arana, Bihar—854318
1 1 1-NT 1 L From 30/11/2024 10:00 Hrs. to 13/12/2024 , : LRI - . ket i ; q 1 =
E_I_ﬁ_g. _SEH-_H_ EH_SEL st i ELHP Lici | 2. Date of downloading of bid document i upto  14:00 Hrs. through website Z. g_nirg_ul.'% hfaur;“,a ;um ﬂ;l. -:hl? = Qara2024 Eﬁfﬁ;ﬁgg{ Eii-tnfa‘@;f;l:'"‘a sl B 4'11.ﬁ‘ﬂ2
AA2 | 15828-SLR-F2-NTSK-RNY-22-2 (Parcel-SLR) 418 . || https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in o Mot Eorbesmnt’ Dl Aiais, | B e sy | | kS
AA3 | 15868-SLR-F1-LEDO-RNY-22-1 (Parcel-SLR) 313 ' Date: 05/12/2024, Time 15:00 Hrs. Medininagar Municipal $ARNE Homal) ECAITGRET, Ol et @ E”fﬂ'h" ;[z'ua'm ﬂ"ﬂ_ D':?H?s j'”l 04| Expenses
L oo R e L A s | it 3. Place & Date of Pre-bid meeting 3 Corporation, CourtCompound, Medininagar Bihar—E54318 o Khala e @123, : ol o 2 ‘amahandl
AAJ4 | 15-'._*,~gg_g|_|:; H1—H'T$I'=. BNY-22.2 .Ipa.,-_ﬂ ELFH 417 . Dist- Palamu, Jharkhand, Pin code.- 822101 GUARANTOR: Gopal Prasad Mandal, Wo.1265. Area- 2.10 Decimal or 1 Katha only.
: ' | ] From 05/12/2024, 10:00 Hrs. to 14:00 Hrs. ' Slo Rameshwar Prasad Mandal, Rio- Boundary: North: P.C.C. Road, South ‘Ratan
AAJS 12423-5LR-F1-DBRG-NDLS-22-2 (Parcel-SLR) 730 Date and time for submission of queries After last date of queries submission, no queriesshall be \Ward No.25, Professional Colany Mearby Mala Devi, East: Navin Jha, West: Nala
AAG | 15088-SLR-F2-LEDO-RNY-22-2 (Parcel-SLR) 313 4 through e-mail entertained. Only queries submitted to advertised email id i.e. Nil Factory, Forbesganj, Dist-Araria, Binar
{ municipalcouncil.medininagar@gmail.com will be considered and — 854318
AAST 15604-5LR-R1-LEDO-GHY-22-1 (Parcal-SLR T30 entertained. -
| i ) i . . . Date: 13/12/2024 up to 14:00 Hrs ' 3. | BORROWER: Sadhusharan Bhagat . {kand & Building in the name of Sadhusaran( 983332 +
AA/B | 15068-SLR-R1-LEDO-RNY-22-1 (Parcel-SLR) 313 3|  Lastdateand time for uploading of bids | : | Through website hiips:/ilarklandiendernovin | Sio Sita Ram Bhagat, At- Alamnagar,| = |2V082024|Bhagat Slo Sitarany Bhagat & situated at:| nit & Other
AAIG | 15630-5LR-F1-NTSK-TBM-22-1 {Parcel-SLR) 108 | 6. |  Time and date of opening technical bids | : | Date: 14/12/2024up to 14:00 hours : Shankari Tola,PO+PS- Alamnagar,| = [-'1'3'125'-"']‘3“1”3!;:*3’- Thana No.72/I1, Tauzi No. | Expengas
7. | Time and date of opening of financial bids | : | To be communicated later _ Madhepura, Bihar- 852219, = 3308 & 3308/01, PS-Alamnagar, Disl-
The press notification has already been uploaded in the IREPS website 8. | Place of opening of bid 1] Through website https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in GUARANTOR: Deepak Kumar Singh é Madhepura, Khata No.201(0ld | 563 (New),
on 27-11-2024 through e-auction portal www.lreps.gov.in 9. | Period of bids validity | -1 180 days Sin Eiﬂnda_prasad Singh, At '.'.'an:i Khesra No. 1747|0243 1(New), Jamabandi
10. | Tender Inv1t1ng Authority : Municipal Commissioner, MMC, Medininagar No.0S, PO+PS-Alamnagar, Madhepura MNo.5159, Total Area- 10 Dhuranly
E-Auction for the contract of leasing out of VPH & SLR Compartment For participating in e-tendering process, the contractor shall have to et themselves registered to get user ID, Password E|ih.a'—I55221El / ' Boundary:North —Hiz, South — Niz Rasta 5
through e-Auction by various train on round and single trip basis for a 11 and Digital signature. This will engb}e them to access the website httgs //jharkhandtenders.gov.in and download/ . Karl, East="Mala Devi, West - Arhula Davi
participate in e-tender. All tender queries related to ; T )
perod of 2 years. Description: Parcel Space in SLR Coach (Single : this tender shall be communicated at Medininagar 4, mﬂiﬂ:?““f‘“ ““3'“"““ Wio Land & budding in the name of Raseeda
Compartment) Auction Start Date & Time: 10:30 hrs. on 18-12-2024 Bid processing fees / EMD to be paid through online mode i.e. through the payment gatewayof Ekram, AT- Milal Nagar, Ward No = o Khatoon Wio Ekram situated al: 1.} Mouza-| 2 11,78,291 +
R https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in 13(Cldy26(New) Po+Ps-Arara, Dist-| & |I0MA2 wakorwa, Thana-3024raria, Tauzi No.8i1,| In & Cther
Auction Close Date & Time : 14:40 hrs. on 18-12-2024. Rate Unit: 12. (ii) Bids along with necessary online payments must be submitted in the NIT. The department doesnot take any Araria, Bihar—- 854311 = Ward No 15(OldV28(New), RS, Khala No88,| Ewpenses
AAM to AAMS . Per Trip Licensing Fea, AB/1 1o AB/M . Per Round responsibility for the delay / Non availability of internet connection, Network Traffic / Holidays or any other (Co-Borrower): Ekram Sio Bakshis Al Fiot No 487 & 488. Area- & Decimal only, As per
Trip (Two Way) . reasons. TenderFees Amount: INR— 10,000AEMD Amount—INR - 350,200+ AT- Milat Nagar, Ward No.13{Old)/ Sala Deed Mo, B350 dated 03.06.2000
13. ] The tender documents can be obtained through website https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in | 2BiNew), Po.+Ps-Araria, Dist-Araria Bounded by: Nosth: Mir Mansoar, South: Nij
Auction Catalogus No.: TSK-5LR-VF-45 14. _ . . . . . . - D§leted- - . . | Bihar-B54511. E-H!.-“E:. Exzi: thngiﬁnad Wasy: H|I Ba!rl_;
Seq Trips! 15. | In lieu of Bid Security, the Bidder shﬁll ﬁt}rmsht‘C]?ld Sgcgr}n%hD%ql(;légtlog Form’ atlong with thetechnical proposal GUARANTOR: 1.) Mustaque, Sio 2.) |'.,.:||;.|_|za-}{ah.:-m-al Thang-302/Arara, Tauzi
N Lot No./Category b : s oo LB LERLS LR S L . . Jahiruddin, AT- Basanipur, Ward No.10, No B/, Ward No.15(0ldy28(New), R.S. Khata
Q. ays All the information / corrigendum / addendum related to the project shall be published on the website A . Mo B8, R.5. Plot No 487, Araa- 1 Dacimal only
AN | 22502-SLR-F1-NTSK "-“.F.I'IUH -:-J, 1 (Parcel -:;;_ =1 106 16. | https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in. The authority shall have the right to reject the bid partially or fullywithout assigning ;TL‘:_EHN;"LE"PF‘:&: 3;“1; Mandal As i'.IEFI SE;IE.DEEI:I f‘-i-:; 1052? deted 73,12 2009 '
, : any reason whatsoever. | . fan manddl a0 Ragho Mafidd ; AP . M
AA2 | 15846-SLR-F1-DBRG-LTT-23-1 (Parcel-SLR) 208 17. | For any information department help line No. 9386849354/7860001444 may be used AT+Po- Rampur, Lkodaar kath, Araria, Dist- EE::E%:; gﬁa E‘I'j’m':‘;“":rﬁ: rﬁf‘é‘;‘;ﬁ”"
- e o : i 18. | - Deleted- Araria, Bihar~ 854318 St S
_M"j 1ORJS-SLR-F1-UBRG-LUG-24-1 (Faros-SLR) e | Opening and visibility of the uploaded documents at website https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in shall be the responsibility | . [Total Area: 7 Decimal only)
AAJ4 | 13281-SLR-F1-DBRG-RJPB-22-2 (Parcel IT;LH:- 105 19 of the bidder. Bidder should ensure that the uploaded documents are opening and visible. This can be done by If the: concemed Borrowers/Guarantors shall fail to make payment fo Central Bank of India as aforesaid. then the Central Bank of India
—— e — — e ‘ downloading the documents and checking the same before final shall be entilled to proceed against the above secured assels under Section 13(4) of the Act and the applicable Rules entirely at the risks
.ﬂ.,,.t..'f 1557"':' ':"- R-F2- f:'EH'? E_:H"r' ?"1 Y Parcel- Ir'*LFE.' '-"35' . submission of bid at e-procurement website. ol the concemed Borrowers! Guarantons &s to the costs and consequences
I : Further details of works can be obtained from the office of Municipal Commissioner, MMC, Palamu.For | In tarrms of provisions of SARFAESIACT, the Concemed BorrowersiGuarantors are prohibited from transfeming the above said assets, in
A'.{FE‘ i 15%2_51HF 1 EEHG”{J r.l-.:'.lq.-.1..??%'??':.%1’.?.". EDEI H 20. clarification, regarding the e-tendering process, please contact e-procurement Helpdesk, any manner, whether by wayof sale, lease orotherwise without the prior written consentof Central Bank of India. Amy confravantion of
ARAJT 15604-SLR-FZ2-LEDO-GHY-22-2 (Parcel-5LR) 730 _ ! 9386849354/7860001444 the said provisions will render the concerned parsons liable forpunishment and for penally in accordance with the SARFAESIACL
r - T Note :- Only Online tender is Permissible. Sd./- DATE: 01/12/2024 Authorized Officer
'i"f'*_'!a'_"_ 15642-SLR-F2-NTSK-SCL-2 _3 L |E3“:E_'I SLR) I I DE‘ iy o Municipal Commissioner —Cum- Administrator Place: PURNEA Central Bank of India.
AAS | 20505-SLR.F1-DBRG.NOLS-22.1 (Parcel-SLR) 208 PR 340858 District(24-25).D Medininagar Municipal Corporation
AA'10| 15670-SLR F 1-DBRG-GHY-24-1 (Parcek-SLR) 730 @ UTTARAKHAND POWER CORPORATION LIMITED PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
A1 | 15604-SLR-F1-LEDOD-GHY-22-2 (P -SLR 730 7 (A Govt, of Uttarakhand Undertaking)
s o i :l Victoria Cross Vijeyta Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan, Kanwali Road, Dehradun-248001, Corporate ldentity No. UA4D0108UP20015GC0258672358 THE APPEARANCE DF ACCUSED FER‘SDN
AAM2 | 15833-5LR-F1-NTSK-ASR-22-1 (Parcel-5LR) 105 e Telephone - {0135) 2TEI6T2-TE, Fax - [0135) 2760289, Website : www.uktenders.gov.in . Secti 82 (2) (i) CrRC
ee a2ection i) or
AA/13| 15008-SLR-F1-DBRG-LGH-23-1 (Parcel-SLR) 730 E-TENDER NOTICE (SPECIFICATION NO. CCP-11/14/2024-2025) : (2) (i)
. — : T : . : : Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused Namely
..5,:.,,;14 155?5 5|_r¢ H DEI-HG GH*r 1.4 1 kpﬂmm SLR) 730 Uttarakhand Power Corporation Ltd. Dehradun invites e-tender for following work as detailed below - bran . Sfo Hiya.: Rlo: Pradeep Ka Makan Kﬂjﬂ-ﬂi‘ Wali Gali
1 ] ] ¥ ] ] ]
. L ETTTTE ) £ . N { the Work Estimated | Average yearly Turn| Earnest | Costof | LastDate & time| Date of : p : a E
ANASE 19900-SLRT FDERCHIVI-S2-1 (Faeose SLIY e il Cost | Overof Precading | Money | tender |of online request| opening of Ghonda, Delhi also at Rio.H.No.100, Kajoor Wali Gali No.1, Arvind
AAJ16 | 15642-SLR-F1-NTSK-SCL-23-1 (Parcel-SLR) 105 (in7) |Three F;ﬂﬂr;;:ml Year| (in7) | document f;:g:nf;;ﬂlj n{;m** : Nagar, Ghonda, Brampuri, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
in ISsI00n BT} 1 L F L
AAJ17 | 20503-SLR-F1-DBRG-NDLS-22-1 (Parce-SLR) 521 é"‘;.'r”‘tﬂi'r'."?} Shaderin sdins | Gl & have commitied) the offence in a case vide FIR No.351/2019 Uls
AA/1B | 15928-SLR-F1-NTSK-RNY-22-2 (Parcel-SLR) 417 e T T e T e e igm';";;:f ‘T;“": ;‘;ﬂ 25/54/39 A. ":':t & F'E :"'?':;E"mzz Uls. iﬁm?mw 3;' IPC
nsite ECKING, J1E83UNQ oF 8 . 4.415 G630 Crore 2040 | 1V 7040 g Ry i at Pa. rapa i it has been med on
AANE | 22504-5LR-F1-DBRG-CAFPE-23-1 (Parcel-5LE) 417 connactions involving following : Voltage |Connection| Crore Lakh upto at TEQSI’EI‘Eﬂ .s Jaf : De HI‘HE! has retume 9
; () Anzhysis of MR report 8 17-00 Hrs' | 15:20 Hrs warrant of arrest thereupon issued stating that the said Imran couid
N (o e e e e | 2 | LDl otisiinisthnaiiio e : not be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
AB2 | 1326113262 VP-1-DBRG-RIPE-22-1 (Parcel-ParcelVan) | 105 | | () Tasting ‘of accuracy of Currant | 192KY 15 accused Imran is absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
AR | 15060-15959-VP-1-DBRG-HWH-24-2 (Parcel-Parcal Van) | 522 i Pﬂf:ﬂfpﬂfm?ﬁ- s R BEKY 3 service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the
I B5 LA D1 S Ur a I = x z -
ABM4 | 15830-15828-VP-1-NTSK-TBM-22-1 (Parcel-Parcel Van) 105 Tmns_rgrmers y 33KV 292 said accused Imran is required to appear before the court to answer
The press notification has already been uploaded in the IREPS websita | | (v) Testing of accuracy of Meter TRV 3623 | the said complaint on or before 10.01.2025. By Order
on 27-11-2024 through e-auchon porfal www.ireps.gov.in Fnrfurthar details, pleaze visit our website www.uktenders.gov.| ir| Superintending Engineer AAYUSHI SAXENA
Divisional Commercial Manager (IC), Tinsukia Mo.: G4T/EE[cm)/UPCL/A-2 Dt.: 29.11.2024 Corporate (Contract & Procurement-il) Judicial Magistrate First Class-05,
HTHEAST FHnHTlEH HAILWA "SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION" Use LED Bulb to Save E|Ectli1:ity (Toll Free No, : 1812) Court "U.'UT,
"Pay Electricity Bill Online 24x7 from www.upcl.org” v
"SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE" (For information on Electricity theft, informer msy renzit le 7128 Fraa ife. : 1800 130 4185/ 1800 419 0405, Fax No. 0135-2760911) DP/15441/NE/2024 Karkardooma Courts, Delhi
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BRIDGE

Dealer: East Vulnerable: North/South

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2506

QUICK CLUES
NORTH ACROSS
= 8. Vitality (6)
L X 9. Dependable person (8)
¥J832 10. Type of cabbage (8)
4084 11. Implanted items (6)
106432 12.Ramp (8)
13. Embrace (6)
SOUTH 14. Swedish city (7)
17. Microsoft OS(7)
4 J1096943 20. Majestic(6)
WAK 22. Gambling game (8)
*AK 25. Carriage (6)
| 75 26. Not readily handled (8)
27. Get on good terms with (8)
28. Loose overcoat (6)
SOUTH WEST  NORTH EAST
[y LI Pass INT ll)OY\lil:edator" anagram for what
2SH Pass Pass Pass eyes secrete 7 (8)
2. Located(6)
West leads the king, ace and queen of clubs; East plays the eight, nineand 3. Royal seat (6)
jack. Plan the play. 4. Casual garments(1-6)
o _ _ 5. Mexicanband (8)
The theme in this problemis to save the honours. Declarer's only problemis .
toavoid theloss of fourtrump tricks. If the first spade lead is the jack, tenor 6. Bilateral (8 )
nine, the contract will be made only if the missing spades divide three-two. 7. Hansel's sister (6)
But if the.first sp.)ade Ieaq isalow card, it can also be made against a four- 15. Big o buyers ona big
one split, if the singleton s the ace, king or queen. scale? ( 8)

The Westhand:S-AH-10964 D-109752 C-AKQ

TheEasthand:S-KQ87

Dealer: East Vulnerable: East/West

16. Manual worker (8)

18. Retreat (8)

19. Landed estate (7)

21. Customs, employments (6)
23. Oblivious to danger (6)

24. Come out (6)

H-Q73 D-J63 C-J98

this flier (8)

25.It'san anomaly to sound like a

funny little song (6)

26. Supporter of street lighting (8)

27. Nota good excuse, love, for
being ineffectual (4,4)

28. One of five getting in the way
had a peep (6)

19. To eat lick, in an oddly feline
way (7)

21. The place of the long-time
radio enthusiast (6)

23. Misers crazy about a young
lady are negligent (6)

24, To fire this weapon s child's
play(3,3)

Ifit’s your

Birthday

Sunday December 1

Your goals are changing surely, but ever
so slowly. By this time next year, you
might be in a completely different
place, or state of mind.

Monday December 2

You're pulled by a strong sense of free-
flowing romantic possibilities on the
one hand, but by a sense of duty and
obligation on the other.

Tuesday December 3

It's an excitable moment, and you may
be frustrated by restrictions which you
normally take for granted. You'll be
broadening your horizons.

Wednesday December 4

You've every right to be secretive. That,
after all, is the best way to avoid
criticism and come out on top while
others are still on the starting line.

Thursday December 5
Stay positive. When change is
coming, you need to take the

YOUR WEEK AHEAD

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

It's a mixed week, It's a strange time to
and you should be be sure, and you
prepared for each may be weary of the
day to take you responsibilities

onanew path. Although
immediate concerns seem

you're burdened with and the
people who pester you. Yet,

to be based around minor there is neither change nor
money and financial issues, progress without hard work.
amajor opportunity isin The kind of challenges you will

the offing, one which could
have a dramatic effect on

face are from partners.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

your status.
Most people are on
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) your side, but some
Your stars maintain may not agree with
a generally positive your ideas. Those
outlook,and in friends and companions who
many respectsyour  habitually oppose your plans

taskis clear: somehow you
must combine a willingness to
seize any and every
opportunity with a realisation
that you should keep your feet

may be a source of irritation,
yet they will have a positive
influence on your life if they
force you to look at your
activities in a fresh light.

firmly on the ground.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec23)

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) Your planets

Itis surely time are certainly

both to ask for changeable.In

advice, and to listen general, your

towhatyouare mornings seem to be more
told. You may be too proud to optimistic than your

do that, but try to see that the
current situation is not one

afternoons, so you should
always hatch your plans early

where it counts who wins oninthe day and ask for help as

and who loses. Rather; it's all soon as you possibly can. Above

amatter of doing what is all, pay attention to partners'

best for now. little qualms.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23) CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Itis time to be

open, frank and

NORTH SOUTH ' . ..
CRYPTIC CLUES DOWN Solutions to 2505 necessary steps. Quite simply you
4 Ja3 & AK1042 ACROSS 1. Main polo replacement mount _ _ must make an effort to see through
@ (832 ¥ A74 8. Whatone is most likely to do (8) ggﬁgﬁ%‘sﬁggﬁf Giig’:'ag other people's eyes.
4 AQJ6 ¢ K8 with a cheque ? (4,2) 2. Fashionable greeting, but over- Bigots,13 Slowside,15 Relived, 17
& A3 % KQ2 9. Zero height, exceptinrough affected (6) 'Iz\llethodzs,SZ% Il-lomelezsg, 2R2 Bloc:jmzs7,23 Friday December 6
. ttest, ing, ioi X 5 o . .
10. AEuropean aristocratmoves  war conference town (6) notice, 3 Titans, 4 Against, stars are playing a double game. Within
smartly, note (8) 4. Maintains arising pressure (7) Mangrove,6 Eddo,7 Budged,14 .
: oot - an overall context of caution and
SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST 11. Gangsters at the top had the 5. Amatlaid down somewhere 5°h°°'yff‘(fjd- 16 Ejecting, 18 D'Ima"Che-
old woman covered (3,3) in Germany ? (8) :EZO Astride, 21 Qutset, 22 Beluga, 24 concern for the future, take a gamble.
Pass 12. Almost give up getting a latin 6. Be giver, perhaps, and cause Crouch,9 Unbidden, 10 Bludgeon, 11
IS & Pass 20 ¢ Pass translation for 'alert' (8) talk (8) Cashed,12 Snared,13 _Straw-hat,15 Saturday December 7
INT Pass ACd  Pass 13. You'll go placesifyoudo! (6) 7. Ironman?No, lady (6) o Walk 20 Wapeioe o0 Keep on the move and exploitall
5C o Pass 5S A Pass tlc‘)lﬁgtl;l)dmg circular full of 15. Hla(ssr)ecourse to lies; suita Eeylznogeyg 23 Openly go\g:: 1Id T friendly contacts. Venus, the planet of
Crook anka, uid pro quo, ield, 1 1 t' h 2 tlll ti nd
6SA Pass Pass Pass , Famess. 5 Oboourd 6 Ida's.7 personal relationships, is still active a
17. Remove and copy (43) . 16. Rehearsal of Spooner's card Serena, 14 Water-wheel, 16 Exultant, linked to Mercury, the symbol of
20. A conductor might take his gameatanend (5,3) 18 Ragdolls, 19 Seaways,21 X-rayed .
; : . ’ ’ ’ enius
stand onit(6) 18. Making sure the pupils work 22 Button,24 Lamp & ’
Club six, ace, five, deuce. Spade three, six, ace, heart nine. Plan the play. 22. Plenty ofroom up above for well together (8)

@ honest, and now
is not the moment
to hold back if there are
important things to be said,
perhaps about problems
which have been simmering
away beneath the surface for
too long. The chances for
agreement are excellent, by

Please keep an
eye open for any
legal or ethical

complications.
Such minor glitches are easily
avoided, and should be simply
dealt withif they do arise.It's
all a question of maximising
your potential by steering
clear of hidden pitfalls.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

...isamental cancer.-B.C.Forbes (8)

EHVAE ‘GHOPLU
B EEpE B
KRWOS GILNJY

H BN =

$9G10, ") °g - 19DUBD [BIUIL B SI “"ASnofeaf :1omsuy
KXIONI[‘HONO1d ‘SYRIOM ‘IAVAH :NOLLY10S

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
persan Ajay @ Teetu S/o Bansi R/o Jhuggi No. 328, Extn.
Camp Pitampura, Delhi Also at: Plot No. 116, Parvesh Nagar,
Mubarakpur, Dabas, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence Case FIR Mo, 21520 ws
356/375/411 IPC at P.5. Kanjhawala, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
Ajay @ Teetu cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said Ajay @ Teetu has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 82 Cr.P.C. has been
initiated in the case. Proclamation is hereby made that the said
Ajay @ Teetu accused of case FIR No. 21520 uw's
356/379/411 IPC at P.5. Kanjhawala, Delhi is required to
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on

27.02.2025, By Order: Sh. Himanshu Sehloth,
Judicial Magistrate First Class-03 (North),

Room No. 213,
Rohini Court, Delhi

DP/15741/RD/2024 \\

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Shiv Shankar Sfo Mahesh Sharma Rfe C-250 JJ Colony,
sector 7 Dwarka Near Rampal Chowk, Delhi Also at: Shop No.
132-A, Pocket-E Infront of Hansraj School, dilshad Garden Delhi.
has committed {or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
CT No.2579/2017 U/s 138 Nl Act P.5.: Vivek Vihar Delhi, it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused Shiv Shankar, cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Shiv
Shankar, has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
sarvicae of the said warrant),

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Shiv Shankar,
accusedof CT No. 2579/2017 U/s 138 NI Act P.5.: Vivek Vihar
Delhi, is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 09.01.2025.

Ms. Deepakshi Rana
JMFC-03, Room No. 19
First Floor Shahdara Distt.
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/15664/SHD/2024
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 (2) (ii) CrPC
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused Namely:

Raju @ Totla, Slo.: Puttan, Rlo.: H.No.B0/62, Welcome, Seelampur
Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
in a case vide FIR No. 349/2016 U/S 25 A. ACT registered at P.S
Welcome, North East District, Delhi and it has been retumed on a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued stating that the said Raju @ Totla
could not be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that accused Raju @ Totla is absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made
that the said accused Raju @ Totla is reguired to appear before the
court to answer the said complaint on or before 22.03.2025.

By Order

DEEPAKSHI RANA

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03,
First Floor, Shahdara District, Court No.19,

DP/15732/NE/2024 Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

By Order

Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions ;‘r 2 4
To solve a Sudoku puzzle, |

every digitfrom1t09 | 3
must appearin each of the 5 E
nine vertical columns, in :

each of the nine horizontal . E 2 S 9
rows and in each of the |
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level 2 4
Ts =Very easy; 2s = Easy; | 1
3s =Medium; 4s = Hard; |
5s=VeryHard; 6s = 1 'EI' 2
Genius

SUDOKU 5791
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SOLUTION SUDOKU 5790

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 (2) (ii) CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused Namely:
Babbu Khan, S/o. Tasabbar Khan, Rlo.: E-83, Janta Colony,
Welcome, Delhi has committed (or is suspecied to have committed)
the offence in a case vide FIR No. 221/2019 U/S 25/54/59 A. ACT
registered at P.S Welcome, Delhi and it has been retumed on a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued stating that the said Babbu Khan
could not be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that accused Babbu Khan is absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made
that the said accused Babbu Khan is required to appear before the
court to answer the said complaint on or before 13.02.2025.

By Order

DEEPAKSHI RANA

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03,

First Floor, Shahdara District, Court No.19,
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/15716/NE/2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person{s) Anil, 5/o: Bhagwan Dass, Rlo: H.No.A-178 Nala
Road Bhagirathi Vihar, Delhi 2nd Add: Shiv Magar Ali Gan)
Distt. Bareilly UP has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in FIR No. 223/2018, Ufs 279/338 IPC,
P.5.: Jafrabad Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused person(s) Anil,
cannol be found and whereas il has been shown lo my
satisfaction that the said accused personi(s) Anil has absconded
{ar is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Procltamafion is hereby made that the said accused person(s)
Anil of FIR No., 223/2018, U/s 279/338 IPC, P.S.: Jafrabad
Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 10.01.2025. By Order

Ms. Aayushi Saxena
Metropolitan Magistrate-05
Room No. 07 Shahdara District
Karkardooma Court , Delhi

DP/15438/NE/2024
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused person Mohammad Rihan S/o Mohammad Inam
R/o 819, Kila Koha, Hapur, Uttar Pradesh also at Building
Mo. 871, 1st Floor, Qutub Road, Sadar Bazar, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
in FIR No. 618/2021 U/S 286/188 IPC & 5/9(B) EX. ACT
P.S. Sadar Bazaar, Delhi and it has been returned to
warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused
Mohammad Rihan cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Mohammad Rihan has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of said warrant). Proclamation
is hereby made that Mohammad Rihan in FIR No.
618/2021 U/S 286/188 IPC & 5/9(B) EX. ACT P.S. Sadar
Bazaar, Delhi is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complaint on or before 24.03.2025.
By order
Shri Gaurav Goyal
Judicial Magistrate First Class
Room No. 247

DPM5743/N/2024 Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

the way. AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 19)
As you know well
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) 9 enough, a positive
Serious Saturnine outcome always
alignments indicate depends on your
thatyour stars readiness to take the initiative.
couldn't be better Frustration regarding your

for sensible and constructive
social progress, whether you're
bringing imaginative schemes
toaroutine close or planning a
major advance in your long-

domestic situation may now be
eased by taking active steps to
make whatever improvements
are necessary, from minor
adjustments to a move of

term ambitions. home. Family relationships
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) must also be taken into account.
Itis time to PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
broaden your Thisisatime
horizons. You which favours
may continue to fantasy rather than

follow an adventurous path,
taking the line of least
resistance where necessary.
There is little point in being
hard on yourself, and you

fact, whichis bad
for some people, but finds you
on home ground. You can feel
fairly confident about any
choices and decisions you

should learn to accept take at home. Those of you
compliments and offers of in the property market stand
help with good grace. to gain.
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr. PC)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Shivam (@ Bada S/o Dharmender R/o H.No.
1085, Gali Bartan Wali Sadar Bazar Delhi has committed (or
s suspected to have committed) the offence in case e-FIR
No.000375/2022 U/s 411 IPC at P.5. Sadar Bazar, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said accused Shivam @ Bada cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Shivam @ Bada have absconded (or is concealing
herselfto avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is
hereby made that the said accused Shivam @ Bada of e-FIR
No. 000375/2022 U/s 411 IPC at P.5.: Sadar Bazar, Delhiis
required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before 20.01.2025. By order
Gaurav Goyal
Judicial Magistrate
First Class-06, Central District,
Room No. 247,

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Where as complaint has been made before me that accused
Sameer, S/o Mohd Yasin R/o 1st Floor, H. No. D/975, Gali
No. 15, Khasra No. 470, Rajeev Nagar, Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi
has committed (or suspected to have committed) the offence in
case registered vide FIR No. 194/24, /S 25/54/59 Arms Act &
3({5) BNS, P.S. Preet Vihar, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused
Sameer, can not be found and whereas it has been shown to
my satisfaction that the said Sameer, has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Sameer, of

case FIR No. 194/24, U/S 25/54/59 Arms Act & 3(5) BNS, P.5.

Preet Vihar, Delhi is required to appear before this court (or

before me) to answer the complaint on or before the day of
13.01.2025.

By Order,

sh. Mayank Goel

Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate

East District, Court No. 27

DP/15658/ED/2024(Court Matter) Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

WORKS DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION
neai  ENGINEER, EASTERN CIRCLE (R&B), BALASORE
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Eastern Circle (R&B) Balasare

DP/15564/N/2024 Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR
OF EDUCATION (SPORTS) DIRECTORATE OF
EDUCATION, SPORTS BRANCH, GOVT.

OF NCT OF DELHI, CHHATRASAL STADIUM,
MODEL TOWN, DELHI

No. DE. 41/Sports/2023/3189 Dated: 30/11/24

CORRIGENDUM

In partial modification to publication no DIP/Shabdarth/
Classified/0288/24-25 regarding Notice for Inviting tender
issued vide tender id 2024 DE 265394 1, name of the work
may be read as Notice for Inviting tender for Hiring of
Buses/Cars for Local and Outstation Journey in
R/O Various Programs in place of Online tender for lodging
of players and officials for 6th Nation School Games 2024-25
to be held at Delhi.

Rest of the contents of the Publication will remain same.

Sd/-

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0292/24-25 DDE (Sports)

epaper.indianexpress:com .- .

THE H.P. STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS

FEDERATION LIMITED TOTU, SHIMLA- 171011.

No:512/P&I1-8/24-XXV- Dated:-30.11 2024

H.P-Milkfed invites the online bids on item wise, in
electronic tendering system, in 2 cover system for the following item
( Approximate) on FOR Basis:-
Sr.no.01. Black Gram=1280 qils, Soyabean(Yellow)=1920 gtis,
Ground Nut Seed=640 gtis, Sugar(5-30)=3190qgtls, Cotton Seed
Refined Oil{Branded 15Kg Tin Packing)=580 Citls. Approx. (for 2
Quarters w.e.f December to March & April to July) (Sunday at
Mandi Plant)
Sr.No.02. ARC of Micro-nutrient premix (Solid Form) for the
fortification of Panjiri, Biscuits & Wheat Savian. The Micro-nutrient
premix should be such that 100gm of the formulated item should
contain ron bmg, calcium-20U0mg, Vitamin A-Z00mcg. Vitamin B1
0.3mg, Vitamin B2-0.35mg, Niacin-4 0mg, Vitamin C-15mg and Folic
Acid 1omcg. Approx. Gty.40 MT Annually (on quarterly basis).
(Supply at Mandi, Shimla & Kangra Plant).
ar.No. 03. Ajwain=32 qgtls, Sait (Brand Tata/Annapurnall Shakli (or
any other reputed Brand) in Packed form=70 gils, Sugar S5-30
grade=3400 qlls, Bakery Shortening (Melting point below 40°C)
Haputed Brand=3500 gtls, Custard Powder (Brand Classic/MAax ) of
any other reputed Brand) in Facked form=23 qlis, Baking Powder
reputed Brand j=30qtls, Vanilla Powder (Brand Bush/IFF (Packed (or
any other reputed Brand) in Packed form=13qlls.Approx. (for 2
Quarters w.e.! December to March & April to July) (Supply at
Kangra & Shimla Plant).
Tha Bid document |5 avallable/published onling for Srono. 01 on ot
02.12.2024 upto 4:00 PM & Srno02 on dlO4.12.2024 upto
04:00PM. & Sr.no. 03, On dt.04,12.2024 at 4.00 PM Bidder would be
required to register In the web-sile which is free of cosl. For
submission on bids, the bidder is requirad to have Digital Signature
Carificate (DSC) from one of the authorized certitving Authorities (CA)

Aspiring biddars should viait websiles in hitps:/Mplenders.gov.in &
https./fhpmilkfed.org for complete details. Bidders should visit the
wabasite from Ume 1o lime (o note the corngandum, if Bny

Sd/-

Managing Director
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What cricket means to Australia

The very idea of the country could be traced back to the 1880s and reluctant colonies who came together for the summer game

U-19 ASIA CUP

India lose by 43
run to Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DUBAI, NOVEMBER 30

TEEN PRODIGY Vaibhav Suryavanshi's
struggles against seam bowling was appar-
ent during his brief stay as India U-19 com-
prising IPL contract owners struggled badly
during their 43-run defeat to Pakistan in
the Youth Asia Cup here on Saturday.

After muscular left-hander Shahzaib
Khan thrashed Indian bowlers to submis-
sion with 10 sixes in his 159 off 147 balls,
Indians were never in sight of victory target
of 282.

They eventually got out for 238 in 47.1
overs but rising youngsters like
Suryavanshi (1), Ayush Mhatre (20), C
Andre Siddarth (15) and left-arm spinner
Hardik Raj (0/47 in 6 overs) won't be
amused with their performance.

However it must be mentioned that
Mhatre with his touch and range looked a
cut above the rest in the Indian team as he
got out for 20 which had five boundaries.

The bulky left-hander Suryavanshi, who
has had a very poor Ranji season, just got a
solitary run as tall medium pacers Ali Raza
and Abdul Subhan troubled him a lot.

Lot is expected of the Rajasthan Royals’
Rs 1.10-crore signing but at 13 year and 8
months, he needs a lot of work to be even
consistent at U-19 international level.

Subhan squared up Mhatre with a de-
livery that rose from length and moved a
shade to take his outside edge, while
Suryavanshi' feet didn't move when Raza
slipped an angular fuller ball that he edged
to the keeper.

The biggest disappointment turned out
to be skipper Mohammed Amman, who
dragged his way to 16 of 43 balls and his in-
nings was one of the reasons that India U-
19 couldn't really get the momentum once
Mhatre was gone.

Nikhil Kumar's 67 was the only saving
grace.

In the bowling department, India de-
pended on their two spinners -- leg-spin-
ner Mohammed Ennan (0/34 in 2 overs)
and Raj, and both were taken to task by
Shahzaib.

Especially Ennan, who either bowled
half-trackers or over-pitched deliveries, all
of which were dispatched into the stands.

In fact, Mhatre (2/30 in 7 overs) had to
be brought in to cover for him and
promptly got a couple of wickets, but
Shahzaib had done enough damage and
280-plus was a winning total at the U-19
level.

BRIEF SCORES: Pakistan U-19 281/7 in 50
overs (Shahzaib Khan 159; Samarth Nagraj
3/45, Ayush Mhatre 2/30) defeated India
U-19 238 in 47.1 overs (Nikhil Kumar 67,
Ayush Mhatre 20, C Andre Siddarth 15,
Vaibhav Suryavanshi 1).

Vaibhav Suryavanshi scored one run
before departing in India’s loss. P11
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SRIRAM VEERA
CANBERRA, NOVEMBER 30

RELENTLESS RAIN forced an early aban-
donment of the first day’s play of the two-
day pink-ball game between the Indians
and the Prime Minister’s XI at Manuka Oval
in Canberra. India had a photo-op with
Australian Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese, and gave him a floppy sun-hat
with their autographs. The setting - the
game and the capital city - points to the
importance of cricket for Australians.

Canberrais a city of compromise. A city
birthed, constructed, designed as a balm to
developing wounds in the Australian po-
litical society.

More than hundred years ago, in 1913,
due to political rivalries between New
South Wales, Queensland, South Australia,
Western Australia, and

Cricket historian and writer Gideon
Haigh thinks so.

“Every country tends to value those
things they are successful at. If we hadn’t
been a successful cricket country, if we had
lost the Oval Test of 1882, if we had lost the
Ashes series of 1897, perhaps we wouldn’t
have regarded cricket as fundamentally im-
portant as we do,” Haigh told The Indian
Express.

“It’s amazing how significant early vic-
tories can be when you are searching for a
sense of nation, of national identity. The
Australians were able to accomplish as a
single entity what the squabbling colonies
were unable to attain politically was a sig-
nificant step.”

Cricket, the great unifier

The 1897 series against England was an
important landmark in cricket and society.
It coincided with a series of pre-federation
conferences in which the individual
colonies were trying to reach an agreement
at some sort of a federation. On that 1897
tour, Harry Trott’s side of Australians
thrashed England 4-1, an achievement
toasted back home.

The Bulletin, a very old magazine which
finally shut down in 2008, hailed that vic-

tory as doing “more to

Victoria, there was a dis-

enhance the cause of

pute over wheretohave The colonieswhichnever  Australian nationality
the capital and the par- . . than could be achieved
liament house. did anything together by miles of erudite essays

Once it was deemed begantoassembleunder  andimpassioned appeal”.
fahecapl diobe. theumbrellaof cricketOn 1530 imporan
kms) from Sydney, the the1878tourofEngland,  Australia didn’t have
Carcllblfrrahregion, inhab—l theyhad aTasmanian,and many §ociai E,ll‘ld cul'(tjural
fedbyhe NSO inhefolow-uptourshad DT € e
years, was finally cho- three South Australians, “It's a geographical con-
sen. _ - six NewSouth Welshmen  struct. We .didn’t.have any

Aworldwide design- . . political identity until

and five Victorians.

ing contest too was un-
dertaken, and American
architect couple Marion
Mahony Griffin and her husband Walter
Burley won, and dreamed up the capital in
their imagination.

It's not surprising that the idea to host a
Prime Minister’s XI fixture at this ground
struck to then PM Robert Menzies in 1953;
it's a surprise that it didn’t strike earlier as
cricket and politics in not only entwined in
Australia, it can be even said that the very
idea of Australia was forged by cricket, such
is the importance of the summer game to
this country.

Sense of identity

Cricket gave Australia a sense of na-
tional identity after a period of parochial-
ism which also reflected Australia’s affin-
ity with England.

Those were the days when Britannia
ruled Australian culture. In his retirement
speech, The Demon' Fred Spofforth said it
would be a privilege if England gave him a
chance to play.

Billy Murdoch, who captained Australia
in the match where the Ashes legend was
born, later represented England against
South Africa and was buried in England.
Albert Trott too played for England.
Australia hadn’t yet cut the umbilical cord
with England.

It was around the end of 1880s that
cricket helped shape the idea of Australia.
The colonies which never did anything to-
gether began to assemble under the um-
brella of cricket. On the 1878 tour of
England, they had a Tasmanian, and in the
follow-up tours had three South
Australians, six New South Welshmen and
five Victorians.

Would Australian nationalism have suf-
fered if they had lost those early games?

1901. Like what CLR
James wrote of cricket in
the Caribbean, here
cricket provided us access to areadymade
culture and helped us assert our superior-
ity in certain controlled and limited re-
spects.”

In 1901, through the process of
Federation, six separate British self-gov-
erning colonies of New South Wales,
Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania,
Victoria, and Western Australia formed one
nation. Many of the Federation fathers ac-
tually learnt how to run the country
through their experience of running
cricket.

The first prime minister of Australia,
Edmund Barton, was an umpire and for-
mer vice-president of New South Wales
Cricket Association. As an umpire, he was
famous for stopping a riot against a visit-
ing English side in a game against New
South Wales in 1879.

“Post-Federation cricket has a particu-
lar cache, because it represents values held
dear, it’s national in a new-born nation, it’s
traditional in a land with few traditions. It’s
imperial in a country where the links of
Empire mattered, and it’s also white in a
region of the world which immediately be-
yond Australia’s shores was not. And I think
Australian cricket success allowed the
country to parade both its purity and the
necessity of maintaining that freedom
from racial contaminants,” Haigh said to
this newspaper.

Things are changing these days of
course. Cricket now is at the next step of
fusing Australia. It’s taking the integrated
idea of Australia to the next level, trying
outreach programmes with the South
Asian population. As always, with Australia,
cricket is at the forefront of silent revolu-
tions.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

LET’S DROP LABUSCHAGNE: JOHNSON

Former pacer Mitchell Johnson reckons that Australia should drop
out-of-form Marnus Labuschagne from the playing eleven for the
day-night Adelaide Test against India, starting December 6.
Labuschagne got out for two (52 balls) in the first innings and 5-ball
three in the second essay during the Perth Test. PTI

The importance of cricket to Australia can be traced back to its formation and how it provided identity to the country. AP

Pink ball could be handful under
lights: Boland before Adelaide Test

SRIRAMVEERA
CANBERRA,NOVEMBER 30

AUSTRALIAN PACER Scott Boland, 35 years old
now, thought his Test career had “passed”, but
is ready to play the Adelaide pink-ball Test in
the absence of the injured Josh Hazlewood.
Boland last played a Test in July last year, his
10thasareplacement player. The Victorian has
also only played two first-class matches this
summer on his return from a foot injury.

Wiatching the rain fall at the Manuka Oval,
Boland, in the Prime Minister's XI team that
was set to take on the Indians in a two-day
game, spoke about the challenges presented
by a pink ball day-night Test. “It does behave a
bit differently at night, but during the day it's
pretty similar to a red ball. I feel like the teams
thatbat first can time when they want to bowl,
if they batreally well on the first day. If you get
anewish ball at night, it can be pretty lethal,”
Boland said.

“Usually it can be two different games in
the same game. During the day when the sun's
out, it doesn't do a whole lot and then you get
to the night session and the ball starts moving
around a bit.”

In a game against New Zealand in 2019,
Australia chose to crawl through the middle
session with Tim Paine and Cummins adding
just 38 runs, because they didn’'t want to de-
clare or try scoring runs quickly and risk get-
ting bowled out. The plan, that successfully
worked, was to bowl under lights with the pink
ball. Mitchell Starc ripped through the top or-
der toleave the Kiwis struggling at 109 for 5 at
stumps. “Although it was pretty slow to watch
and perhaps be a part of, it was certainly part
of the pink-ball tactics to try and utilise the
brand-new pink ball under lights,” Starc said
then. “It's probably justified when you take five

Jansen helps Proteas keep WT'C Final hopes alive

REUTERS
DURBAN, NOVEMBER 30

SOUTH AFRICA'S lanky speedster Marco
Jansen took the last two wickets as the hosts
won the first test against Sri Lanka by 233
runs on Saturday but had to toil hard to break
down stubborn resistance to prevail before
tea on the fourth day at Kingsmead.

Jansen finished with match figures of 11-
86 -- the second best in test history in Durban
-- as Sri Lanka were dismissed for 282 to
hand South Africa a fourth straight test win
and keep up hopes of a place in the 2025
World Test Championship final.

However, Sri Lanka went some way to
restoring their own confidence ahead of next
week's second test after being rolled over for
42 in the first innings, their lowest ever test
score.

Dinesh Chandimal scored an impressive
83 and Dhananjaya da Silva a brisk 59 off 81
balls in a much better batting display on
Saturday, even if the match-winning target of
516 looked near impossible.

Resuming from their overnight score of
103-5, the tourists put on 93 runs in the
opening 90 minutes before captain Da Silva
chipped a slower delivery from spinner
Keshav Maharaj to Tristan Stubbs at mid-
wicket.

South Africa would have been hoping to

SA pacer Marco Jansen finished with
match figures of 11-86. AP

run through the last five wickets when play
started but it proved much harder than antic-
ipated on a hot day with significant humid-
ity.

There was another 75 runs added for the
seventh wicket before Chandimal fended a

delivery from Gerald Coetzee that popped
straight back to the bowler.

Vishwa Fernando lasted only five balls be-
fore a healthy edge off Maharaj saw him de-
part and then the dangerous Kusal Mendes
was caught behind off Jansen for 48. Jansen,
appropriately, secured the win in a test in
which he was the star performer by bowling
Asitha Fernando.

"Inever thought I would get 10 wickets. It
is adream and that is what we work for. The
second innings we felt the wicket was low
and slow and a bit flatter," said Jansen.

Victory for South Africa followed test suc-
cess over West Indies in Guyana in August
and Bangladesh in a two-test series in
October.

South Africa will have a strong chance of
competing in the WTC final at Lord's in June
if they win the second test against Sri Lanka
and then two tests versus Pakistan at home
at the end of the year and in early January.

The second test against Sri Lanka startsin
Ggeberha on Thursday.

In the running for WTC Final

South Africa are feeding off the confi-
dence built over the last few months of suc-
cess but still need to improve aspects of their
play in their next matches, said coach Shukri
Conrad after Saturday's first test success over
SriLanka.

The 233-runvictory at Kingsmead came

on the back of not only an 11-wicket haul for
lanky speedster Marco Jansen but centuries
for captain Temba Bavuma and the hard-hit-
ting Tristan Stubbs that have added to the be-
lief in the ranks.

“There’s alot to be said for confidence and
feeding off each other. Obviously, there's a
lot of talk amongst the players around the
know-how and how to go about processes,"
Conrad said.

“There's a lot of sharing of knowledge, not
from us as coaches necessarily but amongst
the peers.I thinkalot's got to be said for know-
ing that when conditions are really good, that
we have the ability to get hundreds.”

“It was good to see how we just stuck at
it. But we do know that SriLankais a top side,
and they're going to come back strongly in
the second test,” the coach added.

South Africa have now won four tests in
arow and remain on course for a place in the
World Test Championship final.

They must win at least two of their three
remaining tests in the 2024-25 cycle against
Sri Lanka next week in Ggeberha and
Pakistan shortly afterwards in Pretoria and
Cape Town.

Brief scores: South Africa 191 (Bavuma 70,
Asitha 3-44, Kumara 3-70)and 366 for 5 dec
(Stubbs 122, Bavuma 113) defeated Sri Lanka
42 (Jansen 7-13) and 282 (Chandimal 83,
Dhananjaya 59, Jansen 4-73) by 233 runs.
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Scott Boland could be called up by
Australia in place of Josh Hazlewood. AP

Hazlewood ruled
out of 2nd Test

Adelaide: Pacer Josh Hazlewood was
on Saturday ruled out of the second
Test against India — a day-night match
— starting here on December 6 witha
"low grade left side" injury, Cricket
Australia announced. Australia are
trailing O-1 in the five-match Border-
Gavaskar Trophy after a 295-run shel-
lacking in the first Test at Perth. "Josh
Hazlewood has been ruled out of the
match with a low grade left side in-
jury.Hazlewood will remain with the
group in Adelaide to prepare for the
remainder of the series," the CA said in
amediarelease. PTI

wicketsin the last session.” The pink-ball Tests
at Brisbane haven’t quite gone the way of
Adelaide where India were shot out for 36 dur-
ing their last tour. Gabba has at times produced
more runs, even under lights.

“Last year at the Gabba, we took the new
ball and didn't get as many wickets as we
would have hoped in that night session. Now
back to Adelaide, I think they produce areally
good cricket wicket that really suits the pink
ball,” says Boland.

In a day-night Test in 2018 against South
Africa in Adelaide, Faf du Plessis declared
their innings early to utilise seam movement
under lights. It also meant David Warner,
who was off the field for a while, couldn’t
open. But though they lost two quick wick-
ets, Australia hit back via hundreds from
Usman Khawaja and Steve Smith and went
on to win that game. Pink-ball Tests can

throw up tactical plans different from the
norm. Boland also spoke about the difference
between the pink and red balls, in particular
their seam. “The [seam of the] pink ball feels
more like a white ball than a red ball.”

Indian seamer Prasidh Krishna also
vouched for the difference. “The pink ball is
slightly heavier and has a more pronounced
seam due to the black dye. This increased seam
movement makes it more unpredictable, es-
pecially under lights,” he told bcci.tv.

Fellow seamer Mukesh chimed in: “The
seamisn'teasily visible on the pink ball. Batters
often rely on the shine to gauge the ball's move-
ment. With the pinkball, this visual cue is miss-
ing, making it harder to predict its behaviour.”

Akash Deep believes that the “pink ball
bounces more than the red”. It remains to be
seenif Adelaide adds more drama to the story
of pink-ball Test cricket.

Kiwis clinging on after
England’s Brook hits 171

REUTERS
NOVEMBER 30

ENGLAND TOOK charge of the first test against
New Zealand on Saturday, riding Harry Brook's
171 to a first-innings lead of 151 before reduc-
ing the Black Caps to 155 for six at close of play
on day three in Christchurch.

New Zealand openers Tom Latham and
Devon Conway departed cheaply before tea,
and the crisis deepened when Kane
Williamson and Tom Blundell were dismissed
in successive balls in the final session with the
hosts still in arrears.

Williamson offered hope with an innings of
61 but it all but disappeared when Chris
Woakes, belying his reputation as a bowler
who struggles outside England, trapped him
infrontand then had Blundell out wuick when
he was caught behind off a nick for a golden
duck. Glenn Phillips fended off the hat-trick
ball but followed his teammates off the field in
the last 20 minutes of play when he was dis-
missed Ibw for 19 by Brydon Carse.

Daryl Mitchell, unbeaten on 31,and debu-
tant all-rounder Nathan Smith, who had
scored one not out, were at the crease at
stumps with New Zealand just four runs ahead.
"Ihad alotof luck, didn'tI? Thankfully I cashed

in," said Brook.

"We'reinanamazing position to goonand
winthe game." The Black Caps will have along,
hard look at their fielding as they reflect on
their poor position after five dropped catches
helped Brook to his match-turning tally.

England skipper Ben Stokes also benefited
from a few as he provided the glue for a series
of partnerships that pushed the visitors to a
score of 499inresponse to New Zealand's 348.

Brook had resumed on 132 with England
319-5 and the 25-year-old played with great
freedom and some style as he and Stokes put
on 159 for the sixth wicket.

Defying the new ball, Brook punched his
13th four through covers to move past the 150
mark before blasting a huge six on to a grand-
stand roof.

By the time he got an edge on a Matt Henry
delivery and was caught behind, Brook had hit
15 fours and three sixes in his 197-ball knock to
take his batting average in three tests in New
Zealand to 100.

BRIEF SCORES: New Zealand 348
(Williamson 93, Phillips 58%, Carse 4-64,
Bashir 4-69) and 155 for 6 ( Williamson 61;
Carse 3-22, Woakes 3-39)lead England 499
(Brook 171, Stokes 80, Pope77, Henry
4-84) by four runs.
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The Great Escape

Gukesh makes blunder but gets out of a precarious situation as title showdown remains level after 5 games

AMIT KAMATH
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 30

RIGHT AFTER Gukesh had played the 23rd
move of game 5 and his opponent Ding Liren
had responded in aflash, the Indian teenager
realised that he had blundered. It was the
sort of error that could decide the fate of a
game. And the World Championship as a
consequence. That Gukesh managed to wrig-
gle out of the tight corner and salvage a draw
to keep the contest level could turn out to be
significant in the end.

With Ding Liren’s dark-squared bishop
killing off Gukesh’s knight on e5, ths latter
had a choice to recapture the square: he
could capture it with his rook, sitting idly on
the back rank, or he could capture it with his
pawn that was sitting on d4. If he opted for
the rook capture, it would lead to a rook ex-
change that would see neither player having
any rooks left on the board.

Gukesh chose the second option: picking
it off with the pawn. He spent less than a
minute on the decision. His opponent spent
even lesser time responding, jumping his
knight to d3, where it was attacking three of
Gukesh’s pieces at the same time.

Like tearaway quicks in cricket, bishops
and rooks are meant to introduce fear on the
chess board, picking off pieces even in dis-
tant corners of the board. But it’s the knights
— the spin bowlers of the 64 squares, to com-
plete the analogy — that exist to make a
mockery of one's calculation skills with one
moment of magic. In this particular case,
Ding’s horse had maneuvered itself to the
worst possible square for Gukesh.

“Once I saw knight to d3 (Nd3), I just re-
alised I had blundered by capturing with the
pawn (dxe5).Ididn’t know how bad it really
was but of course, I should have captured
with the rook. It would have been a draw. But
I kind of just hallucinated. I saw knight to d3,
but somehow [ underestimated what he can
do,” Gukesh said later.

Ding said he was surprised to see his op-
ponent play the move. Meanwhile, Gukesh,
who has largely shown no emotion on the
board in four games, admitted that the blun-
der had left him annoyed.

“It meant I would have trouble holding
my position. My position was almost collaps-
ing,” said Gukesh, adding: “But I was still
pretty confident I could hold it despite it be-
ing unpleasant.” ‘Almost collapsing’ was an
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Both players have won one game each with the overall score of the best-of-14 contest poised at 2.5-2.5.

FIDE/Eng Chin An

accurate estimation of the dark clouds of
trouble hovering over him after those two
moves.

Houdini act

Gukesh, by that stage, had no option but
to eliminate the knight on d3 with his bishop,
which would also be cut down by Ding’s
pawn. Now Gukesh was inabind. If he opted
to advance his pawn on the b file to prevent
the Ding's second knight from jumping for-
ward, the Chinese would pressure Gukesh’s
pawn on the cfile. That sequence would have
ended with Ding’s second knight having
Gukesh’s king and his remaining rook in a
pin that would end with the Chinese grand-
master having the only rook on the board.

Gukesh, by this point, knew he was about
to be arm-twisted by his opponent into a po-
sition that he would have struggled to de-

fend. But like a matador sidesteps an advanc-
ing bull with just a tiny shuffle of his feet,
Gukesh pushed his pawn to f3. Ding contin-
ued with his line of attack, throwing his
knight forwards to c4 where the remaining
two knights on the board were exchanged.
Gukesh pushed his rook to e4, where it was
eyeballing Ding’s isolated pawn on c4. Ding
responded with a fresh salvo, trying to pin
Gukesh'’s rook in the spot with his bishop,
daring him to move the rook and lose a pawn.
Now Gukesh was starting to pull the rabbit
out of the hat, the final flourish of his rescue
act. Like hitting the snooze button on a tick-
ing bomb, Gukesh slid his rook to d4 instead
of capturing Ding’s pawn on c4.

Why? Because from d4, the rook could si-
multaneously guard both of Ding’s pawns on
c4 and d3 and also prevent Ding’s rook from
providing cover for his pawn to promote toa

Sindhu puts on a masterclass
in efficiency to defeat Unnati

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 30

PV SINDHU and Lakshya Sen kept their dates
with destiny in Lucknow, while India will
have arepresentative in each of the five finals
on Sunday at the Syed Modi India
International. Sindhu and Lakshya entered
the tournament as top seeds, were pre-event
favourites, and played like that on Saturday. In
the doubles categories, it was harder work for
Treesa Jolly-Gayatri Gopichand, Sai Pratheek-
Pruthvi Roy and Dhruv Kapila-Tanisha Crasto.

There was a buzz around the prospect of
17-year-old Unnati going up against a super-
star. But despite offering brief glimpses of her
talent, Unnati just couldn't land any sustained
punches on Sindhu who won 21-12,21-9in
just 36 minutes.

Unnati did well to stay in touch with
Sindhu in the opening stages at 7-8, but
Sindhu went on a dominant run after that,
zooming ahead to 16-9. Despite a couple of
longer rallies late in the game, Sindhu breezed
through. Unnati started the second game with
a confidence-boosting body smash. And then
came the best point of the match at 1-1.
Sindhu was moved to the four corners of the
court with some really good net shots from
Unnati, drawing her taller opponent forward.
Buteventually, Sindhu's power came through.

Doing commentary on the game for the
BWF broadcast was Ashwini Ponnappa, who
said she'd like to see Unnati take charge of
the net a bit more. But instead of the deft
touches, Unnati tried too hard to paint the
lines and kept missing them. After she won
a good point to make it for 4-8 with a nice
down-the-line smash, she immediately
made a soft error.

“That's the difference in experience be-
tween the two, knowing when to push.
Unnati must focus on getting a few shuttles
down the middle instead of missing the lines
by trying too hard,” Ashwini observed.

In the end, that proved to be the differ-
ence. “I maintained the lead from the start.
Iwas just trying out a few strokes and over-
all, Iwas confident with the way I was play-
ing,” Sindhu said after the match. “I think
Unnati played her best, but I didn't give her
a chance to overtake me.”

Sindhu will face China's Wu Luo Yuin the
final as she chases her third Syed Modi
International title. Wu staged an incredible
comeback in her semifinal against
Thailand's Lalinrat Chaiwan, winning 11
straight points from 10-19 down in the
opener before sealing the win in straight
games.

For Unnati, who said that she is also fo-
cusing on her 12th Board exams, this was a
lesson on when to go for the Kkill.
Understandably, she was trying to play ag-
gressive badminton but decision-making let
her down. After her quarterfinal win, when
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PV Sindhu beat Unnati Hooda 21-12, 21-9 in just 36 minutes.

asked what was her biggest learning so far
on the senior international circuit, she said
there were many areas to work on.
Saturday's experience would have reiterated
that for her. It also remains to be seen if she
and her father-coach Upkaar Hooda decide
to finally make the move out of Rohtak, and
enroll at one of the more prominent acade-
mies.

Title hopes on track for Sen

Shogo Ogawa had been a thorn in the
flesh for Indian shuttlers in this tournament.
He took out third seed Kiran George 19-21,
22-20, 21-11 in the round of 16, and in the
quarterfinals, proved too good for Worlds
Junior bronze medallist Ayush Shetty, dom-
inating for a 21-17, 21-14 win. But Lakshya
started the match superbly, a reverse-slice
winner at 4-1 a standout shot on his way to
a 21-8, 21-14 victory. While that was a bit
too subtle for the crowd to fathom, they
raised the roof as the Indian threw himself
around on the court showing off his fabu-
lous defensive skills to go up 7-1. The open-
ing game was a cruise for the top seed.
Ogawa brought a little more Japanese stur-
diness in defence one has come to expect,
but it still wasn't enough to get past a red-
hot Lakshya.

“It's been a good week for me. I think
starting games well has been key for me this
week. From the first point, I have been try-
ing to hit the court warm, and that has
helped me gain a good lead in the begin-
ning,” Lakshya said. The Indian will be up

against Jason Teh Jia Heng on Sunday, the
Singaporean fourth seed who trails 0-2 in
the head-to-head against Lakshya.

In women's doubles, Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand produced a fine come-
back against third seeds Benyapa Aimsaard
and Nuntakarn Aimsaard of Thailand. The
Indians prevailed in the semifinals 18-21, 21-
18,21-10in 63 minutes.

After a tough opening game, the two
pairs were locked in a neck-and-neck battle
in the second. The Indians got the crowd go-
ing as they bagged four straight points from
16-16, and forced a decider. The second-
seeded Indians were on fire in the decider
from the start, racing to a 8-2 lead. One of
the keys to their win was the subtle direc-
tion changes they were able to employ in de-
fence, especially Treesa showing impressive
racquet-head control. Gayatri was brilliant
with her game awareness at the net, often
taking the pace off rallies at the right time.

Treesa and Gayatri came into the match
with a head-to-head of 1-1 against the
Aimsaard sisters, with both matches going
the distance. But here the Indians were able
to dominate Game 3 and save some fuel for
Sunday's title clash.

In mixed doubles, Dhruv will play his
first Super 300 level final on the BWF World
Tour as he and Tanisha reached the summit
clash, beating the fourth-seeded Chinese
Zhou Zhi Hong and Yang Jia Yi 21-16, 21-15.
Inan exciting all-Indian men's doubles clash,
Pruthvi-Sai prevailed over Ishaan
Bhatnagar-Sankar Prasad Udayakumar

queen. Gukesh had found possibly the only
move that could postpone impending doom.

Afew more moves later, the game ended
in a draw. Gukesh had managed to pull off a
heist. This is the first game at the 2024 world
chess championship that Gukesh played
with white pieces and ended in a draw. The
first two games where Gukesh had played
white had swung in favour of either player.
Both players will be back on the board on
Sunday to play the sixth installment of the
2024 world chess championship with Ding
playing with white pieces.

After the game, at the press conference,
Ding was asked if he had come to the game
with the mindset that a draw with black
pieces was good.

“No, I tried to play my best. But somehow
[ settled for a draw,” said the world cham-
pion wistfully.

Of a grandmaster in shorts,
Gukesh meditating, Ding’s
admiration for Odom

AMIT KAMATH
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 30

AS THE fog of war envelops the board in
Game 5 and pieces start losing their lives, D
Gukesh leans back and closes his eyes. His op-
ponent, the 17th world champion of the
world, sneaks a couple of glances at the
teenager before quickly casting them down-
wards at the board.

On the FIDE YouTube commentary, the
experts once again explain to fans that
Gukeshis not catching a quick shut-eye in the
middle of the game. He's just meditating, like
alot of Indian players do during chess games.
The trend started with Vidit Gujrathi, whose
pre-match ritual begins with him bowing his
head in front of the board almost like he’s
praying to the little wooden idols.

But Gukesh has taken it a step further at
the world championship, crossing his arms
across the chest, sitting ram-rod straight and
going into a zen-like meditation.

At the press conference after Game 5, he
is asked what he’s thinking during these
phases. “I close my eyes quite often during
games. Sometimes, it is just that it’s easier to
calculate with your eyes closed. So mostly just
thinking about the position,” says Gukesh be-
fore smiling and adding: “But maybe at some
point (during the game), am also like... 'm
inaroom where there’s nothing else to see. So
[ close my eyes.”

Odd idols

At some point during the press confer-
ence, both players are asked which athletes
away from chess they admire the most.

Gukesh says that when he was younger,
he used to admire MS Dhoni a lot. “Now it’s
Novak Djokovic,” he says.

It's now Ding Liren’s turn to answer. He
starts off philosophically. “It’s hard to say the
word ‘admire’,” he says earnestly.

“Earlier, I used to watch the NBAalot. Sol
used to admire Lamar Odom. And now I like
Federico Chiesa. They’re not that famous,” he
adds. This brought a hearty chuckle from
American grandmaster Hikaru Nakamura,
who makes YouTube recaps of all games,
which now extend to critiquing post-game
press conferences as well.

“Did he really just say Lamar Odom! I fol-
low basketball, but out of all the people you
could be a fan of, Lamar Odom is not the...”

i i
Ding used to admire Lamar Odom, who
spent 13 seasons in the NBA.

says Nakamura before being seized by a bout
of laughter that prevents him from complet-
ing his sentence. “You could have said Yao
Ming, Kobe Bryant... any number of people.
But Lamar Odom?” he says before another
chuckle takes over.

For the record, Odom spent 13 seasons in
the NBA, the last of which came in 2013. But
true worldwide fame for Odom came after
he married Khloe Kardashian and the duo
had a reality show called Khloe & Lamar.

Rapport chilling

Ding’s trustworthy second Richard
Rapport has been using his time behind the
scenes — rather than being front and centre
on the stage as an active player — to dress
down in style. Shunning the traditional uni-
form of grandmasters — sharp suits and for-
mal shoes — Rapport has been turning up at
the playing arena in shorts.

It's caught the attention of the internet
and other grandmasters too.

“Richie (Richard Rapport) has 14 different
shorts? What a boss,” tweeted Anish Giri.

There’s now also an X account called
RapportShorts to honour the Hungarian
grandmaster’s sartorial choices.

Blanking out the world

Gukesh is also asked at the press confer-
enceif he has congratulated compatriot Nihal
Sarin or spoken to him after his win at the
Presidents Cup in Uzbekistan.

Like any player at the biggest match of his
career, Gukesh confesses that he wasn't aware
that Nihal had won. “During the tournament,
[ generally don’t talk to many people outside
my team,” shrugs Gukesh.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

KIND ATTENTION:

OWNERS/OPERATORS/DRIVERS OF ALL TRUCK/LIGHT COMMERCIAL
VEHICLES (LCV) HEADING TO DELHI

AVOID CONGESTION AT
BORDER ENTRY POINTS TO DELHI

B ()

Truck traffic into Delhi is not allowed (except for trucks carrying essential
commodities/ providing essential services).

All LNG/ CNG / Electric/ BS-VI Diesel trucks shall however be permitted to

LCVs registered outside Delhi, other than EVs / CNG / BS-VI diesel are not
permitted, to enter Delhi, except those carrying essential commodities/
providing essential services.

GRAP Stage-1V has been invoked in Delhi vide Commission for Air Quality
Management in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas (CAQM) order
dated 17.11.2024 for strict implementation and all concerned are required to
check the CAQM website (https://cagm.nic.in/) regularly for
imposition/revocation of different stages of GRAP.
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The Modernist's Map

MF Husain’s paintings have spoken to

audiences for nearly six decades. Now, an
exhibition in the Capital testifies to why he
is one of India’s most-admired artists

Suanshu Khurana

LMOST FOUR years ago,

when Punjabi powerhouse

Diljit Dosanjh wanted a song

looking back at his two-

decade career, he roped in

Indo-Canadian Punjabi pop-
star and friend Karan Aujla to write for him.
Precisely 10 minutes after the phone call,
G.0.A.T (Greatest of All Time) came to life in
Aujla’s Vancouver home in 2020 and became
abanger at breakneck speed. A staple and one
of the most-loved pieces at every Dosanjh
concert that followed thereafter, including
the famed Coachella and his Dil-luminati tour
this year, it was also the finale piece at Jimmy
Fallon’s The Tonight Show in June.

Aujla had dropped a coup d’etat of sorts.
The vibe landed and the song came with a
power punch — Dekh Bollywood vich jinne
Khan ne/Ohna vich behnda sardaar, goriye
(Look at all these Khans in Bollywood/This
Sardar sits among them, my beautiful girl),
was laden with imagery unheard of in the
mainstream industry — of a Sikh entertainer
being equated with Bollywood royalty,
the Khans.

Dosanjh was already breaking social and
cultural stereotypes by being a global super-
star who wore his dastaar (turban) and often
a traditional folk outfit during his concerts;
Aujla’s lines created a lyrical space where be-
ing a sardar, with allits symbols, was actually
cool. “Many of us have always had an issue
with the portrayal of Sikh characters in films,
often caricaturised to suit directorial needs.
Diljit has changed that. This line, this song by
Karan Aujla succinctly portrays that,” says
popular Punjabi singer Jassie Gill.

Aujla, in a conversation with The Indian
Express, says that while working with Dosanjh
pushed him to elevate his own craft, song-
writing feels instinctive to him and that he
“avoids overthinking”. “When I sit down to
write, I let emotions and ideas flow freely. My
surroundings, personal experiences and the
cultural background I come from all fuel my
inspiration...Ultimately, I strive for authen-
ticity in my lyrics.  want listeners to connect
with the stories I tell through genuine emo-
tions and relatable experiences. That connec-
tion is what makes my music resonate and I
believeit's the cornerstone of my songwriting
process,” says Aujla.

This year, he followed up G.O.A.T and an
album titled Making Memories (2023) with
his Bollywood debut - Tauba Tauba — an em-
phatic combination of breezy rhymes, a
cheerful flute and a full piano melody paired
with Punjabi lines raving about a stunner in
the throaty Malwai dialect. Tauba Tauba, a
song he wrote, composed and sang, from an
otherwise lost cause of a film (Bad Newz,
2024), turned out to be one of this year’s
biggest hits from Bollywood, which has been
banking on remixes to survive. Aujla says he
intentionally kept the lyrics simple. “Hindi re-
allyisn’t me.I wanted to familiarise a lot more
people with Punjabi,” says Aujla. Authentic
Punjabi lines with a contemporary, rakish en-
ergy was just the edge Aujla needed to get the
song to ring up the charts.

If Tauba Tauba offered Aujla phenomenal
success, two Junos (considered the Canadian
Grammys) earlier this year from the Canadian
Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences for
his song Softly, 2023 (which goes by the line
Chunnimerirangde lalaariya),announced the
arrival of a rare talent. While one was for be-
ing the ‘Breakthrough Artist of the Year’, the
other was the Audience Choice Award, which
has previously gone to the likes of Avril
Lavigne, Justin Bieber and Shawn Mendes,
among others.

It also marked another first — it made
Aujla the only Punjabi artiste to land a Juno.
The award, he says, was “a reminder of stay-
ing true to my roots” and “pushing bound-
aries”. “This award celebrates the hard work
and talent of countless artistes in our scene.
It highlights the global appeal of Punjabi
music and shows that Indian artistes are
making their mark on the international
stage... [ hope this inspires more Punjabi
artistes to pursue their dreams and show-
case the richness of our culture to a wider
audience,” says Aujla.

Several Punjabi hits in a year, a quick turn-
around time (from writing a song to its
recording), writing for almost 23 Punjabi
artistes besides creating his own singing ca-
reer, and collaborations with rappers Badshah
and DIVINE, have put Aujla on a global map.

“At this point, [ am going to call him the
biggest artiste in the Indian subcontinent.
Karanis a brilliant performer, who is futuris-
tic in his approach. Punjabi music is now
changing every four months. He figures out
whatwill work and executes it very quickly,”
says Satvinder Singh Kohli, managing direc-
tor, Speed Records Private Ltd, the biggest
Punjabi music label in India.

Gill believes that Aujla has become so free
with his art now “that he is experimenting
wonderfully and the results are brilliant”.

Kohli, who is a Dosanjh acolyte himself,
says that while the former is a global super-
star and a brilliant performer, he is not writ-
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KILLING IT SOFTLY

ing and composing his songs. “Karanis firsta
lyricistand composer and then a singer,” says
Kohli, who adds that most of Aujla’s audience
comes from the Gen Z space. “His is a rela-
tively younger audience. Those born after
1998 are listening to him and how,” says Kohli.

This month, Aujla begins his debut India
tour, ‘It’s All A Dream’, tickets for which are
selling out fast, and priced as high as
Rs 15 lakh. “This tour means a lot more
than just performing; it’s about con-
necting with my fans ona deeperlevel
and sharing my music in the country
that shaped me as an artiste. While my
recent tours in the UK, Australia, and
Canada were amazing, India hits dif-
ferent because it's a homecoming of
sorts,” says Aujla, who will be touring
Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru and Jaipur,
among other cities.

Some stories aren’t meant to be.
Even Aujla hasn’t been able to fathom
how a 14-year-old from an agricul-
tural family in Ghurala, a speck of a
village in Punjab —who had lost both

A STARIS BORN

Indo-Canadian popstar Karan Aujla at a concert

motorcycle accident when he was just nine
and his mother to gallbladder cancer five
years later. Brought up by the family of his fa-
ther’s younger brother, writing songs, he says,
was the only real expression for him. While
some of this poetry was melancholic, some
others carried a sense of hope. “Writing was
a way for me to process my emotions during

Karan Aujla’s Tauba Tauba from

Indo-Canadian Punjabi music sensation Karan Aujla, 27, on ruling the
charts, staying true to his roots, his Bollywood debut with the hit Tauba
Tauba, and why his upcoming India tour feels like homecoming

alised I could turn songwriting into a hobby
and then a profession,” says Aujla,

Aujla was in class IX when his first song,
Cell Phone, with singer Mac Benipal, whom
he met at a wedding, was released on
YouTube. The song, which spoke about feel-
ing lost and alone amidst grinding poverty,
tanked. “That song happened whenIwas 15.
Looking back, every struggle taught
me something valuable. It was those
hard times that shaped my identity,”
says Aujla.

It was on a visit to Chandigarh
with Benipal that Aujla discovered
luxury SUVs, especially the Range
Rover,and became fascinated withit.
He eulogised the car and wrote Range,
a song based on the rhyme and me-
ter of Cell Phone, but this time describ-
ing the feeling of owning the luxury
car. Gill, whom Aujla met when he
was 14, was then an upcoming singer
from the neighbouring village of
Jandali. With a few hit songs in tow,
he was already doing shows in
Punjab. Aujla found out that Gill fre-
quented his friend’s salon in Khanna,
met him and offered him the lyrics of

his parents as a young boy and had . y Range. “It was surprising that it had
turned to writing as a refuge and VleY KaUShal S Bad N ewg was one Of come from such a young boy. There

worked as alongshoreman — became

a pop star only a few years later.

“Sometimes [ can’t believe I am that

same kid who lost his parents in India,

made his way out to Canada... If you are

dreaming, make sure you dream big,” said

Aujla, in his acceptance speech at the Junos,

remembering the toughest phase of his life.
The youngest of three siblings, Karan grew

up as Jaskaran Aujla. He lost his father to a

Bollywood’s biggest hits this year

that challenging time. I wrote about loss,
heartache and longing. It felt like a cathartic
experience that laid the foundation for my
musical journey, helping me find my voice
and connect with others. I didn’t know how
to talk about it to anybody, but I slowly re-

were some very intricate things and

rhythmically the song landed per-

fectly,” says Gill. The song became

Aujla’s calling card to approach
other producers.

During those early writing years, he also
started looking up online tutorials and inter-
acting with established producers whilst ex-
perimenting with different styles. “Idraw in-
spiration from both traditional Punjabi poetry

epaper.indianexpress:.com .. .

SCREEN, PAGE 3

A Page From Life

Shoojit Sircar unpacks the making of
I Want To Talk and how Abhishek
Bachchan became his AD on the set and
Johny Lever was cast as his namesake

and contemporary music,” says Aujla, who
was always drawn to the work of Kuldeep
Manak and Gurdas Mann.

Range (Replay, Speed Records) came out
in 2014 and was an instant hit. But by that
time, Aujla had already immigrated to Canada
to live with his sisters. “He was really young
then and wanted to be featured in the music
videos, but the new boys weren’t keen to give
him a chance then,” says Kohli.

The move to Canada from Ghurala in his
early teens was a significant transition. “It was
a mix of anxiety and nervousness...with a
different culture, lifestyle and way of life,” says
Aujla, who also figured that this was the space
where he could express himself more freely.
He found himself amid a multi-cultural set-
ting that broadened his horizons.

“It was inspiring to see how diverse com-
munities came together and celebrated their
heritage. This experience fuelled my creativ-
ity and encouraged me to explore new
sounds and influences in my music. Over
time, [ began to find my place, build friend-
ships, and embrace the opportunities. It be-
came a pivotal chapter in my life, shaping both
my identity and my musical journey,” says
Aujla, who after high school took up a part-
time job as alongshoreman in Surrey, British
Columbia. As he loaded and unloaded cargo
on the docks and learned the value of hard
work, deep down he knew it was a tempo-
rary phase.

“During those long hours, I would day-
dream about my music and the impact I
wanted to make. It was a tough environment,
but it motivated me to push harder for my
dreams. That experience reinforced my be-
lief in pursuing my passion. It reminded me
that every struggle can lead to growth, and
ultimately, I knew I was meant to share my
stories through music. It was all part of the
journey to get where I am today,” says Aujla.

He soon met Punjabi composers and pro-
ducers Deep Jandu and Elly Mangat and be-
gan writing lyrics for them. This also led him
to write for Jazzy B and Bohemia, two big
names in the circuit. His song Blessings of Bapu
(2015) sung by Gagan Kokri found some at-
tention back home.

But Aujla wasn'’t still a familiar name be-
cause he wasn’t the face of the songs. Also,
the concept of credit for the lyricist was a bit
muddled. What changed the game for him
was a song called Don’t Worry (2018) featur-
ing Punjabi singer Gurlez Akhtar, which cap-
tured his personality, helping him connect
with the fans.

“Iwas still navigating my way through the
music industry.The song captured the
essence of facing life’s challenges with a pos-
itive outlook, which resonated deeply with
many people,” says Aujla. He didn’t look back
from here, releasing one song after another,
most of them blending hip-hop with a typi-
cal Punjabi sound identity. The audience was
lapping it up and asking for more.

In the last few decades, Punjab’s cultural
identity has seen a big transformation.
Shrinking agriculture prospects, lack of jobs
and industry have led motifs in older songs
that spoke of births, weddings and military
life and rich Punjabi literature, to be replaced
by lyrics dominated by guns, drugs and mi-
sogyny,among others. The loss of innocence
and its replacement by a certain aggressive
culture in Punjabi songs has been a promi-
nent cultural shift, buoyed by the Internet.

Aujla’s rivalry with slain singer Siddhu
Moosewala was also a consequence of being
in the same gun-toting, sabre-rattling space.
The two started off as friends, but conversa-
tion leaks led to both sides dissing each other
through their songs. Aujla blames “the pres-
sures of fame, expectations from fans, and the
aggressive nature of the industry” for the con-
flicts and misunderstandings.

“It is a reminder of how fragile relation-
ships can be in this industry and how impor-
tantitis to communicate openly and respect-
fully. I hope that artistes can learn from such
situations and focus on creating music that
brings people together rather than allowing
conflicts to divide us. It’s crucial to prioritise
our artistry and the message we want to con-
vey, while also remembering the importance
of unity within the music community,”
says Aujla.

A couple of years before Moosewala’s
death, Aujla was also asked by Chandigarh
police to refrain from songs glorifying vio-
lence and drugs. He agreed to make the
change. “As an artiste with a large following,
[ recognise my responsibility. I've become
more mindful about my lyrical choices and
believe in striking a balance between hard
and soft tracks. It’s about creating a body of
work that is both relatable and responsible.
My music will maintain that balance while
evolving with the changing industry
landscape,” says Aujla, who is all set for a
new, big release with Dosanjh besides the
upcoming tour.

“This tour is not just about performing;
it'sabout celebrating our culture, Punjabi mu-
sic and sharing it in the country that shaped
me as an artiste,” he says.
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Evye of the Dragon

About 80 per cent
of a dragonfly’s brain is
devoted to vision

HEY HAVE the best eyes in the
business, two great big precious
stones wrapped around their
heads like astronaut helmets, in
addition to three small ones called ocelli
(highly movement-sensitive) on their
foreheads, enabling them to see 360 de-
grees, so they will see you even if you
sneakily approach from the rear. Each
whopping compound eye has between
28,000 and 30,000 facets called omma-
tidia, each has thousands of photorecep-
tors that collect light and send it to the
nervous system for further processing.
While we have three main light-sensi-
tive proteins (called opsins), one each for
blue, green and red which help us see
colour, dragonflies have no less than 11,
and one extremist species as many as 30.
This enables them to see UV and po-
larised light. Cells sensitive to ultra-violet
light may be used to stabilise dragonflies
in flight. Some photoreceptors are tuned
to low light conditions, especially for
species that hunt at dusk. These, like very
wide aperture lenses, gather maximum
light in poor light conditions but may not
have terribly good colour resolution — I
suppose like the white noise you get
when taking digital images in low light.
Also, different opsins may operate or not
atvarious stages of a dragonfly’s life;
some dragonfly larvae may hatch in sand
and may lack blue opsins because blue
light does not penetrate underground.
Compared to us, it's thought they see
in slow motion, some 200 frames per
second (the general consensus for hu-
man beings is that we see between 30
and 60 frames per second) so they have
plenty of time to home in on their target
or escape becoming one. Their eyes are

Dragonflies see in slow motion, 200
frames a second, so they have time

to home in on their target

divided into two halves: the top (dorsal)
section and the lower ventral section,
each with its own special arrangement
of opsins. Those facing upwards are
more tuned to blue and green wave-
lengths (the longer ones) assisting them
in hunting by making the sky appear
lighter and making their prey stand out
clearly for easier targeting. Each facet
points in a slightly different direction as
compared to its neighbour, resulting in a
composite of slightly overlapping im-
ages, though exactly what the dragonfly
makes of all these overlapping images, or
how it combines them is still not known.
All this visionary power comes at a cost
and 80 per cent of a dragonfly’s brain is
devoted to vision.

This was why [ was astounded when I
came across two dragonflies that had
made an unsuccessful water landing in
the pool in Goa. They looked exactly like
crashed biplanes, with their fuselages
broken, gossamer wings outspread. Had
they been flying drunk and simply col-
lided in mid-air? They are mating like
crazy at this time, and I have seen them
dip low over the water, occasionally kiss-

RANJIT LAL

SIGHT-SPECIFIC

Dragonflies are said to have a success rate
of 95 per cent in their hunts

ing the surface: perhaps, they were mis-
led by the bright blue reflection of the
sky in the water, and the light blue tiles at
the bottom, and simply came down too
low to attack their own reflections.

[ know they lay their eggs on plant
stems in water, but there were no plants
in the pool. Some species may, perhaps,
simply deposit their eggs on the water
surface and hence, dip down to do so and
go too deep like a jet experiencing a seri-
ous, irrecoverable tail strike. Or, which
seems more likely had there been a dog-
fight over the water — they are ex-
tremely territorial — and the crashed
ones had simply been ‘shot down’ by
having a wing disabled? Actually, both
combatants would have tumbled down
had they tangled in mid-air (like the way
raptors like eagles sometimes do), at-
tempting to bite each other’s wings or
heads off, and this seems to have been
most likely. Once in the water, they are
helpless as their delicate wings get wa-
terlogged.

What was a little
alarming, however, was
when I picked them up,
their long bodies seemed
to have been softening
and dissolving — a ten-
derising reaction, per-
haps to the toxic chlorine
being sprinkled in the
pool every evening? Dragonfly ab-
domens are tough, segmented and de-
signed to absorb the impact of a flying
insect, at speeds of up to 90 kph!

There is certainly much aerial combat
in progress over the pool as they guard
their personal air corridors — flying up
and down on patrol, swiftly chasing
away interlopers. I really wonder if they
will ever realise that a chlorinated swim-
ming pool is not the ideal habitat to de-
posit eggs: there are no aquatic plants
here and the water is toxic. But it does
provide a profitable hunting ground as
there are other small insects — and other
dragonflies flying over it — upon which
to prey. And dragonflies are said to have a
success rate of 95 per cent in their hunts.

This story has a slightly sad ending
though. Just as  had finished writing my
notes, there at my feet on the tiles lay a
dead dragonfly with its wings outspread.
There were no signs of injury. A gentle
breeze whisked it away depositing it on
the parapet beneath. Here, it was taken
apart segment by segment by large black
ants, and overnight, Nature’s clean-up
crew had done their job.

My dharma reveals my duties and keeps
the beat of my heart and soul

SLICEOF LIFE

Suvir Saran is a chef, author, educator
and world traveller

MY DHARMA has me feeling fulfilled and
connected to the cosmos through divine
thread-like links that are beyond plain ob-
servance. It reveals my duties to me and

keeps me conformed to them and to the beat
of my heartand soul. WhenIamin sync with
my dharma, I smile, I rise, I fly, and I dream.
When Iam fighting my conscience, I find my-
self battling heartburn which medicines can-
not heal, [ see doom and feel it too.[amin a
dark place where nothing seems possible.
The world that I know as big and beautiful
becomes a small place where I am choking
for oxygen and for hope, the most essential
need of all.

Many years ago, | had a business partner
we lost to cancer. This man gave me my life’s
biggest opportunity: a business that defined
not only what I became but also the chance
to be a part of a trailblazing restaurant. He
was the most wonderfully successful Indian
restauranteur in New York City, and his
Midas touch turned what was tired and bro-
ken into sparkling new enterprises.

During our partnership, my dharma had
me reaching for the stars and my artistic bent
had me creating opportunities that were
new and thrilling. My partner believed in me
and felt I would bring him success, but many
times, when he created a new opportunity
and looked to me to chart the course for its
coming to life, shape and form, at the last
minute he would get apprehensive, have a
change of heart, and go against everything
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The Modernist’s Map

MF Husain’s paintings have spoken to

audiences for nearly six decades. Now, an
exhibition in the Capital testifies to why
he is one of India’s most-admired artists

Vandana Kalra

ROWING UP in Indore, where

his father was a timekeeperin

a textile mill, a young MF

Husain was an enthralled

spectator at the Muharram
processions in his hometown. While the fes-
tivities he witnessed influenced his art in
myriad ways, the effigies of Duldul — the
white mule that belonged to Prophet
Muhammad — was to remain entrenched
in his memory forever. The motif of the
horse, his equestrian trademark, continued
to resurface in his works.

Inan exhibition at Delhi’s DAG, which cel-
ebrates the maverick and his art, the horse
appears in numerous frames, representing
varied meanings over the decades. If a se-
ries of untitled acrylics positions two horses
face-to-face, in a 2000 diptych, a herd in
bright hues races across the canvas.

In a subdued 1972 ink and wax on paper,
a falconssits onits back, and the title Nude on
aHorseis descriptive of the canvas. “Husain’s
influences were broad and appeared to use
the horse to speak across communities and
toregional, national and global audiences,”
notes art historian Rakhee Balaram, ina pub-
lication accompanying the exhibition.

Titled “Husain: The Timeless Modernist”,
the showcase features over 115 works, from
1950s to 2000s.In 2006, the artist wentona
self-imposed exile following multiple court
cases that accused him of hurting religious
sentiments with his nude portrayal of Hindu
gods and goddesses and a nude Bharat Mata.
Though in subsequent years, the courts exon-
erated him, the artist did not return to India,
and passed away in London in 2011.

“He continues to exercise a fascination for
most Indians as a representative of 20th-

century modernism
as no other Indian
artist before him. Even
so many years after his
passing, he remains
one of the most ad-
mired of our artists. It
was to investigate this
enduring appeal and
to pay homage to this
well-regarded artist
that we decided to cu-
rate an exhibition that
offered an overarching
view of the diversity
and range of his
work,” says Ashish
Anand, CEO and man-
aging director, DAG.
Incidentally, one of
the central pieces in
the exhibition is the
Bharat Mata in Bharat
Bhagya Vidhata. The
contours of her body
mimic the map of the
nation, with her limbs
folded to form the tri-
angular peninsula.
The details include the

FROM THE HORSE'S MOUTH

(Clockwise from top left) MF Husain’s
works at the exhibition — Bharat Bhagya
Vidhata; Portrait of a Painter; Untitled

Husain depicted women

from all walks of life, from

i,

that shares its name
with an iconic mural
created by Husain for
the Tata Institute of
Fundamental

Research in Bombay in
1963-64 — features in
the exhibition in the
segment “Idea of the
Nation”, that reflects
on Husain’sidea of na-
tionhood and secular-
ism. This includes
works that emerged
from his travels across
the country as well as
those influenced by
religious traditions
and texts such the
Ramayana and the
Mahabharata. It also
features a series of
photographs from the
streets of India and
works dedicated to
Albanian-Indian Cath-
olic nun Mother
Teresa, whom he re-
portedly first sketched
at Palam airport,

mighty Himalayas . Delhi, in 1979.
sFanding above, and a hlS 18'[6 mOther to actor The sectioq “Freed-
Gandhiwith iswalk. Madhuri Dixit i i drawings and
ing stick below. Y works from the series,
In the publication, “That Obscure Object

Balaram notes, “Bharat Mata as the goddess
of the nation acts simultaneously as an in-
spiration and an aspiration, with the angle,
triangle and other geometrical forms point-
ing towards borders and their calculations:
identity, addition and elimination.”

The 78 x 69 inch, 1990 acrylic on canvas —

=
-

Conscience Keepers e

SUVIRSARAN

THE CAGED BIRD SINGS

We met friends around tables, sharing in our harvests and adventures

we had planned and worked for.

After years of this, I felt like a caged bird
that couldn’t sing, and so I left, and soon our
shared business had to shutter. It wasn’tlong
after that, he saw tough times totally unre-
lated to me and realised in hindsight that his
caution had cost him more than what he
would have lost had I failed him. At his bed-
side in hospital, as he was breathing his last
breath, he found strength to speak with me
and said he regretted doubting me. Days
later, he left us, and too soon, but not before
he had done his dharmicbit of making peace

with self and me. With that honest exchange,
he freed himself of guilt and gave me free-
dom from angst and regrets.

[left for our farm with a heavy heart after
his passing. Nestled in a verdant valley in a
small hamlet in New York State, it was an
idyllic haven for man and beast. I made the
trek whenever I could to be closer to our two-
and four-legged babies we shared our home
with. I learned early on in our time at the
farm that animals understand dharma bet-
ter than us humans. Austerity, cleanliness,
truthfulness and kindness, these principles
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of Desire”, that stemmed from his fascina-
tion with Spanish-Mexican filmmaker Luis
Buiiuel’s 1977 film of the same name. Then
there’s “Kumhar”, a series of toys designed
by Husain in the 1970s — a reminder of his
early career, when he designed toys and fur-
niture at a children’s studio in Mumbai.

called the four pillars of dharma,1find in an-
imals more than in humans.

Our farm was a life rich with blessings be-
stowed upon humanity by the Puppeteer in-
volved in the evolution and creation of this
world. We had a handful of ponds across the
acreage we shepherded with utmost care.
There was also a trout stream that ran the en-
tire length of our farm. It created a richly
magnificent swamp area for us to enjoy in
colorful splendour in the spring and sum-
mer, when our neighbours came fishing.
Before the winter set in, our alpacas and wild
geese, and domestic ducks and geese went
swimming and strolling to catch the last bit
of warmth during autumn. It was to this
stream that all who made home at the farm
came for the appreciation of a moving body
of water during a six-month-long winter
when everything else was frigid and frozen.

Around us were wonderful neighbours
who were as kind and open-hearted as could
be. We met often around one another’s ta-
bles, sharing in our harvests and adventures,
local and overseas. Betty Osborne, our octo-
genarian friend, would think nothing of host-
ing a dozen people at the drop of a hat. Sally
and Joe Brillon, our immediate neighbours,
considered their dinner table to be ours and
were at ours almost always when we were
hosting a party or a quieter catch-up with lo-
cal friends. Sue and Bill Clary were my fam-
ily and my catharsis from all that challenged
and frustrated; they opened home, heart and
family to us. There was palpable abundance
atall our tables, and endless love and cama-
raderie that tied us together, despite our var-
ied ages, backgrounds, professions and sex-
ual or religious identities.

AN
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The section “Deciphering Desire” analyses
the women he depicted from all walks of life,
including his late mother draped in a
Maharashtrian sari, figures from mythology,
women from ordinary life to Gupta and
Khajuraho sculptures, public figures
like Mother Teresa and movie stars like
Madhuri Dixit.

The book also discusses the variant sym-
bolism of the veteran’s work, where the por-
trayals carried deeper meanings. The cow,
for instance, represented productivity, and
the umbrella denoted shelter. The shoe por-
trayed travel through space and time.

While each work is a testament to
Husain’s artistic ingenuity, in “Monochrome
Musings” the viewers have a closer en-
counter with the artist’s spontaneous brush-
work. “He was known for creating quick
sketches on any available surface that was
at hand, from restaurant tabletops, napkins,
to margins of newspapers, capturing mo-
ments, people and places with immediacy
and fluidity,” reads the text from the book.

In the section “Conversations and
Connections”, we are introduced to his ver-
satile portraits — of himself, those who influ-
enced him and his patrons. “Regardless of
the style, what they have in common is a
deep emotional intensity,” says the text.

The subsequent pages feature his self-
portraits, commissioned portraits of the
Keehn family, with whom he developed
close relations and author Ved Mehta on a
canvas signed in Hindi, among others.

“Husain’s life and art are intrinsically in-
tertwined, and you cannot separate one
from the other. Almost all his collectors have
their favourite Husain stories. He had
charisma as no other person I've known; his
presence was electrifying... As people be-
come more familiar with his work, his leg-
end will only grow,” notes Anand.

But there were also those neighbours
who had been sheltered and thereby ren-
dered self-defeating by iiber-conservative
religion, its pedantic dogma, and the divisive
derision of vote-bank politicking. Far too
many in our farming community had been
robbed of a life that connected them to hu-
manity beyond their own neighbourhood.
Deprived of access to good education, cul-
tural assets rich with thought-provoking
works of art, music, dance and drama, and
libraries of books with plurality of thinking
and living, they were mired in an intractable
mindset that had them close to God but
fighting children of God that their small way
of thinking and praying othered. My gay
“lifestyle” was offensive to them, my being
“Hindu” was abhorrent, and everything
about me was questionable. They con-
demned my partner and me without know-
ing us. The actions of this very vocal religious
minority had me find a voice Il hadn’t known
until then, that spoke up for the other, not
just my own self.

My dharma had me becoming the voice
of those who were working for these bigots
and not able to fend for themselves. It fell
upon me to declare the truth that would lead
my neighbours to becoming better humans
and residents of a charming, idyllic rural
community. I have since come back to India,
where [ have made home in Mumbai and
Delhi. The farm is a rich memory that [ am
eternally grateful for. sometimes wonder if
we were taken to that community to rattle
lives and give its residents a glimpse of the
other. I hope they, who hated me for no rea-
son, will have moments of honest reflection
and spiritual growth.
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T wanted to document my friend’s life
and my understanding of life and death’

Shoojit Sircar unpacks the making of I Want To Tal

Alaka Sahani

HE PROTAGONIST of Shoojit

Sircar’s latest feature I Want To

Talk, Arjun Sen, has just 100 days

tolive after being diagnosed with

laryngeal cancer. Refusing to ac-
ceptitas fait accompli, aresilient Arjun, played
by Abhishek Bachchan, continues to live and
lead afull life as a father and a marketing pro-
fessional. Sircar, who was drawn to this real-
life story for its quirkiness despite being
poignant, narrates how he navigates his ter-
minal illness and builds a bond with his
daughter, Reya. Sircar talks about how he cast
Abhishek as the lead, worked on his physical-
ity and what he learnt from his theatre days.
Excerpts:

How did you come across Arjun’s story
and decide to base I Want to Talk on him?

The filmis based on the story of my friend
Arjun Sen, who has been working in the US
for the last 35 years, and his daughter. We
started talking about his life in 2020, over
Zoom. I found something fascinating about
him but I did not know that I was going to
make a film about him. These conversations
went on till 2021. Then something clicked in
my mind and I bounced it off with writer
Ritesh Shah. I told Ritesh there was something
bizarre and hilarious about him; he was suf-
fering for long and yet could laugh at himself
as he went through life-and-death situations.
In 2022, we decided to work on a script.

The film doesn’t underline anything and
allows the audience to discover Arjun.
That was my motive. I wanted to docu-
ment his life as well as my understanding of
life and death. This was also an exploration of
a father-daughter relationship. Somewhere
we all — Abhishek, Ritesh and I — connected
to the story as fathers. I wanted the audience
to relate to what they are going through in

A Fable From A

their own lives. Arjun’s story made me think
about my relationship with my daughter.

In the film, Arjun manipulates those near
him to do what he wants. Did you also
manipulate Abhishek to play the lead?
You can say that Abhishek manipulated
me. We were in Melbourne and he took me
out for dinner. We were with my producer
Ronnie Lahiri and Abhishek poured his heart
out. I had not seen Abhishek like this ever. In
my mind, Abhishek was always there while
scripting it. Similarly, Irrfan was also there in
the mind. Even though he was not there (by
then), you end up visualising actors in a role.
After Melbourne, when I met Abhishek, he
immediately said yes. WhenI mentioned that
Iwanted him to have a paunch, he took off his
shirtand said, “Dada, this is the paunch I have.
You want me to eat more and look bigger?”

Was Abhishek eager to act in this film
because he connected to the father-
daughter story or did he want to
challenge himself?

He definitely wanted to work with me.

Conflict Zone

Writer-director Lakshmipriya Devi on why she wanted

her debut film to be rooted in Manipur

Alaka Sahani

(IFFI) in Goa.

The film revolves around the titular pro-

LIFE’S LESSONS
(Top) Shoojit Sircar
with Abhishek
Bachchan; the actor
with Ahilya Bamroo
in a still from

[ Want To Talk

DEBUTANT WRITER-director Lakshmipriya
Devi wanted to tell the story of her protago-
nist — a young boy searching for his missing
father — just as her grandmother would nar-
rate afolktale. “Once upon a time, there was a
boy named Boong (small boy in Manipuri) —
Iwanted the story to flow like that, uncompli-
cated and pure,” says Lakshmipriya.

When Lakshmipriya reconnected with her
Manipuri roots while caring for her father and
aunt at her Mumbai home, she really wanted
to write this story. The writing process felt al-
most like talking to herself. “I left home in
Imphal when I was 10 years old (she studied
inaboarding school in Delhi), so things about
my childhood came rushing inasIspent time
with them and [ wanted to vent it out in the
form of a story,” she says. The fact that she
went on to direct Boong based on this script
was like a “bonus”. The movie premiered at
the Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF)
earlier this year and was screened at the re-
cent 55th International Film Festival of India

tagonist Boong (Gugun Kipgen), a mischie-
vous young boy who lives with his mother
Mandakini (Bala Hijam). His father, supposed
to be running a furniture store in the border
town of Moreh, has not been in touch with the
family for along time. But Boong, with the help
of his Marwari classmate Raju, is hopeful of
finding his father and reuniting him with
Mandakini. Though Boong’s story is inspired
by her childhood, it organically became the
story of a boy. “ wanted the lead protagonist
to be someone vulnerable. The women in
Manipur are extremely strong. So, in my mind,
a boy was more vulnerable, like my cousins
and brothers,” says Lakshmipriya, who was
always curious about the family legend re-
garding her great-grandfather, whowasin ex-
ile in Myanmar.

The film also acquired a special signifi-
cance for the writer-director as it became
about representation. “It is common knowl-
edge that India is a mini-continent with dif-
ferent regions and their own languages, cul-
tures and mindsets. Yet, when it comes to

Abhishek never tells me but in conversations,
one can feel that he connects to the father-
daughter aspect of the film. Agreeing to work
on a subject like this and transform himself
into the character — as if he disappears into
Arjun — was driven by that connection.

How did you find your two actors Pearle
Dey and Ahilya Bamroo, who play the
younger and older roles of Arjun’s
daughter, Reya? They look so similar.

The casting credit goes to Ronnie who in-
troduced me to Ahilya. She is quite active on
Instagram and lives in Puducherry. When we
called her, she was com-
pletely taken aback. When
we met her in our Mumbai
office, I found suchrawness
and purity in her. She is so
effortless in the movie. My

The film is an

exploration of a

k and how Abhishek became his AD on the set

side you. Arjun gave me a lot of hope and re-
silience. He is on a journey not to give up.
Theatre teaches you every aspect of life. My
guru NK Sharma, in Delhi, taught me all that.
Herespected every jobin theatre. If someone
is doing costumes, he would give that person
more respect than, maybe, the actors. Alot of
scenes, break-downs and preparations that I
do are all from theatre.

What's the story behind casting Johny
Lever to play the character Johny?

When we were writing the script, Ritesh
wrote the character’s name Johny. Later, |
thought let’s cast Johny
Lever in that role, who is
straight-faced and a bit
bizarre. I was not sure he
would doit. When we met,
he said that he is a ‘healer’

friend in Los Angeles father- daughtel’ andisinvolvedinalotof so-
helped me find Pearle since 1 . h cial activities. He wanted to
we wanted a girl who has relations 1p. be a part of it. He is effort-

an American accent. . . less as an actor.

Abhishekmetbothofthes  2\bhishek, Ritesh

before the shoot. an d I connecte d })&)V Z(:tl ;131;:111(’ ?v(\;vh]li; l:‘kr:

gt Aifferont soges to the story oo

of life and physicality. as fathers Itmay appear lessifyou
Since it was shot in the compare it with other

US, we could not break the

schedule. We stayed there for three months.In
some sequences, we used make-up and pros-
thetics while in others, we used bodysuits. We
combined several elements and processes to
get the right look. Let me tell you, Abhishek
worked as a good assistant director of mine.
Whatever [ needed, he ensured it was done.
He would say: ‘I will act and assist Shoojitda’.
He contributed a lot to get the look right.

You often lean towards characters who
are non-mainstream. Do your theatre
days influence your choice?

Sometimes what drives you is what'’s in-
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movies. But Vicky Donor
(2012) and Piku (2015) found the right audi-
ence. | am confident my producers, Ronnie
and Sheel Kumar, will ensure I Want To Talk
finds that too.

The humour in the film is understated
compared to Piku. Was that deliberate?

Itis not the kind of film where I can have
Piku’s humour. This was more of a satire on
life, philosophical humour. It has its restraints.
You have to decode it. For some, it will be hi-
larious. Some others may find it hilarious
when they revisit it after a gap. It depends on
their life’s experience.

J

ANACTOR'S
ACTOR

Preeti Panigrahi, the lead of
Suchi Talati’s debut Girls will be Girls,

on her award-winning performance

Udbhav Seth

HE CHEMISTRY test done by this movie’s cast had to
give off a lot of sparks: the romance between two high-
school lovers, the tense relationship of a mother and
daughter, the cocktail of authority and academia that
waters ambition but drowns desire. Girls Will be Girls, the debut
directorial by Suchi Talati that screened at the recently concluded
Dharamshala International Film Festival, is helmed by Preeti
Panigrahi (23)in her first feature film performance, which won
the Special Jury Award for Acting at Sundance Film Festival
(2024). She has done college theatre and ad films but nothing
prepared her for the scale of this project, which she scored with a
screen test of acting like someone close to herself: Mira, a
straight-A, high-school prefect who hasn’t experienced sex.

“(Ithink the easiest part of the role was) the vulnerability it
required,” says Panigrahi. “A huge credit goes to how Suchi wrote
the entire thing. It's supposed to be an awkward and vulnerable
space for a teenager, and it was an absolute joy to embody that. I
changed several script lines related to Mira’s body for my own. I
told Suchi I feel everything about me should be okay before I get
on-screen. She said that I don’t have to put myself through (the
pressure) of looking perfect. She said, ‘I like you just the way you
are. I didn’t pick you for Mira just because of how you look — you
embody other things about her that are more important to me.
After that, alot of my inhibitions were dodged off.”

Panagrahi is joined by Kani Kusruti, of Biriyaan (2020) and All
We Imagine as Light fame, who plays Mira’s mother, overly con-
cerned that her daughter is going to be swept off her feet by the
new boy in school, aware of what can happen when a youthful
romance takes over your life. She’s stuck in a loveless marriage
and her only priority is her daughter’s well-being. Is she a heli-
copter parent? Check. Does she want to be Mira’s best friend?
Also, check. Does she have a tiny bit of a crush on the boy Mira is
dating? Unfortunately, check. “(That dynamic) may have come
across comical to some audiences but it was extremely tense,”

SPARKS AND EMBERS
Preeti Panigrahi and Kani Kusruti in a still from Girls Wil be Girls

says Panigrahi. “For Mira, it’s a do-or-die situation. It's always like
that for teenagers. She’s trying hard to build this relationship
with a boy but her mother comes in the way. Mira thinks of the
worst possible situations (between the boy and her mother). But
her mother is just trying to protect her. She enjoys the attention
but she would never want to do anything to the kids or put her-
self in Mira’s position.”

The boy, played by Kesav Binoy Kiron, is a smooth charmer, al-
ways armed with the right words. He’s a lone cub sent to this
boarding school without a local guardian, used to a life without
parental affection, an absence compensated for by a healthy
bank balance. He doesn’t shy from sweet-talking both mother
and daughter in the same room. He never makes Mira feel unim-
portant — cajoling her during arguments or sex — but his inten-
tions... that's a different story. “Suchi always said that an inti-
mate scene is not just a physical act; it’s a dialogue between two
characters,” says Panigrahi.

In one of the movie’s earliest scenes, Mira is standing in front
of a mirror and tugging her top to expose a bit of cleavage, then
starts dancing to a sensual song on the radio. But suddenly her
mother walks in and she stops. Her mother frowns and turns up
the volume, stepping closer to her daughter and twerking her
waist, beckoning her with a smile. This scene was the chemistry
test between Kusruti and Panigrahi, sealing the deal for a role
that won the debutant a Special Jury award at this year’s
Sundance Film Festival. “Watching Kani perform was a workshop
for me. We grew closer over the shoot,” says Panigrahi. “She’s a
woman’s woman. She really uplifts the women around her. She
said recently that women don’t compete with each other and
that really shows on her. I would want to learn that from her.”

(2014), Talaash (2012), A Suitable Boy (2020)
and Dahaad (2023).

The film’s casting was a long-drawn
process since finding Gugun to play Boong
took time. “We were doing casting through
word-of-mouth. [used to ask people, ‘Do you
know a boy who is shameless?’ By that, |
meant someone who does not have any filter
and can emote. Most kids in Manipur are po-
lite and disciplined. However, it was worth
waiting for him (Gugun). I could lock Bela as
the mother only after he was cast since |
wanted them to look at mother and son. For
the role of Raju, we chose Angom Sanamatum,
who is a Meitei, as he could speak the lan-

A CURIOUS BUNCH

(Top) A still from Boong;
director Lakshmipriya Devi at the film’s set

representing or showcasing our beautiful di-
versity in any mass medium, there is an en-
tire mass of land and its people that barely
feature — the Northeast,” Lakshmipriya says
and adds, “Since I belong to a region that is
far removed from the mainland Indian sub-
consciousness and largely ignored, I felt very
strongly that my debut film — God knows if
I don’t get a chance to make another! — had
to be a story rooted in my land — Manipur.”

Lakshmipriya, who started working in
films as an assistant director, has been part of
the production team of several movies includ-
ing, Lakshya(2004), Luck By Chance (2009), PK

guage. We gave him glasses and oiled hair,”
she shares.

The film has a fable-like warm and fuzzy
vibe even as it talks about poignant issues.
“Whatever I had to say, I did in my first draft.
I wrote it how I would like to experience a
story as an audience. While working on the
second draft, I thought I was messing with
it. The more I tried to fix it, the more I was
corrupting it. So, what you see is mainly the
first draft.”

Through the movie, Lakshmipriya
wanted to show how Manipur of her child-
hood used to be. She went to great lengths
to find locations that matched those images
in her memories. However, the landscape
and life in Manipur altered nearly two weeks
after Boong's shooting was wrapped up as
the conflict broke out between ethnic com-
munities, the Meitei and the Kuki.

“When our Manipur team watched the
film, they were so emotional. Their last good
memories of the state are attached to Boong,”
says Lakshmipriya.
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Is pollution

reducing your

Vitamin D?

Vitamin D3 pills are
effective in optimising
what the body needs

ITAMIN D, often called the

“sunshine vitamin,” plays

avital role in maintaining

our bone health, immune
function and mood regulation. It is pri-
marily produced in the skin through
exposure to sunlight. However, during
seasons with less sunlight, such as the
winter months or in areas where sun-
light is limited because of smog, get-
ting enough vitamin D can become
challenging. Planning your vitamin D
intake during these times can protect
you from deficiency.

Understanding Vitamin D

Vitamin D is unique because it
functions both as a nutrient and a
hormone. It helps the body absorb
calcium and phosphorus, essential
for strong bones and teeth. It also
plays a role in immune function,
muscle health and regulating inflam-
mation. The body naturally produces
vitamin D when the skin is exposed
to ultraviolet B (UVB) rays from the
sun, but this synthesis decreases in
low-sunlight conditions.

Besides lack of adequate sunlight,
people with darker skin, who have
higher levels of melanin, cannot pro-
duce enough vitamin D from sunlight.
Older adults, those with obesity, di-
gestive disorders and kidney disease
cannot process enough vitamin D.

FACT OF THE MATTER

Exposing your face, arms or legs to
sunlight during midday, when the sun is
atits peak, is especially beneficial

How to increase your intake of
Vitamin D?

Even during low sunlight, try to go
outside. Although UVB rays are less in-
tense in winter, short bursts of sun-
light exposure, typically around 15-30
minutes, can still stimulate vitamin D
production. Exposing your face, arms
or legs to sunlight during midday;,
when the sunis at its peak, is espe-
cially beneficial. However, the time
needed depends on various factors, in-
cluding skin tone and location.

Focus on dietary sources like fatty
fish such as salmon, mackerel, tuna
and sardines. Eggs from hens that
have been exposed to sunlight are
good sources of vitamin D. Try forti-
fied milk, orange juice and cereals.
Dairy products like cheese and yogurt
contain small amounts of the vitamin.
Some types of mushrooms exposed to
ultraviolet light, such as maitake and
shiitake, contain vitamin D.

When should you take
supplements?

Only when you are unable to get
enough vitamin D from sunlight or
food sources. Vitamin D supplements
are available in two forms: vitamin D2
(ergocalciferol) and vitamin D3
(cholecalciferol). Vitamin D3 is more
effective in raising blood levels of vita-
min D. Speak to your healthcare
provider to determine the right
dosage for your specific needs.

The general recommended daily
intake for vitamin D varies but it typi-
cally falls within the following ranges:

ADULTS: 600 to 8001U
(International Units) per day

OLDER ADULTS: 800to 10001U
per day

CHILDREN: 400 to 600 IU per day

Getyour vitamin D levels checked,
especially if you live in areas with lim-
ited sun exposure or have risk factors
for deficiency. A simple blood test can
measure your vitamin D status, and
your doctor can recommend an ap-
propriate supplementation plan
based on the results.

(DrChatterjee is senior consultant, Internal
Medicine, Apollo Hospital, New Delhi)

Anonna Dutt

ORMER CRICKETER Navjot Singh

Sidhu stirred up a controversy

when he said that after doctors

gave up, his wife recovered from

breast cancer by following a strict
diet — fasting for long hours, cutting out dairy
and sugar and consuming neem leaves and
turmeric. More than 260 oncologists at
Mumbai’s Tata Memorial Hospital immedi-
ately stepped in to dispel the cricketer’s “diet
as cancer cure” argument, saying there was
no high-quality evidence to support his the-
ory. “While research is ongoing for some of
these products, there is no clinical data cur-
rently to recommend their use as anti-can-
cer agents. We urge the public not to delay
their treatment by following unproven reme-
dies,” they wrote in a letter.

While diet alone may not cure cancers, ex-
perts say it has an extremely important role
to play when it comes to their treatment as
well as prevention. It is crucial as it helps pa-
tients get the nutrients they need to maintain
their body weight and strength, keep body
tissue healthy and fight infection. Eating clean
is not enough for cancer patients. Their diet
has to be supportive, which means it has to
align with the type of cancer they have, con-
sidering some cancers can change the way
the body uses certain nutrients. A patient may
seem to be eating enough but the body may
not be able to absorb all the nutrients from
the food. That's why diet and cancer are like
balancing each individual equation. For
healthy people, eating the right food prevents
build-up of body conditions that trigger tu-
mour growth.

CAN DIET PREVENT CANCER?

While long-term studies on daily diets of
people are always challenging — participants
may not recall what they ate, have a poor ad-
herence to prescribed diets, consume foods
in the wrong form — researchers have been
able to link certain food patterns with alower
risk of developing cancers. One of the most
important factors is consumption of excess
calories, which in turn can lead to obesity;,
thereby increasing the risk of several cancers
suchas those of the breast, bowel and liver. A
low-fat diet has been linked to a lower risk of
breast cancer while a diet high in processed
and red meats has been linked to a higher risk
of colon cancer. AHarvard study last year also
linked alow-carbohydrate diet to 24 per cent
reduction in all-cause mortality in diabetics,
including deaths due to cancers.

“Diet has a very important role when it
comes to cancer prevention because nearly
90 per cent of cancers have environmental
causes and only 10 per cent are truly genetic.
The environmental factors may include dia-
betes, hypertension, consumption of tobacco
and alcohol, air pollution and chemicals,
among others. Eating healthy will reduce the
risk of a person developing cancers related to
faulty diets,” says Dr Shailesh Shrikhande,
head of digestive cancer surgery, Tata
Memorial Hospital.

Specialising in the treatment of colorec-
tal cancer, where diet is of utmost impor-
tance, he says, “A diet with more meat is
linked to a higher risk of colorectal cancers,
which is three times more likely in the West
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thanin India. High-protein diets, with less fi-
bre, are known to cause constipation, which
in turn is linked to an increased risk of colon
cancer. The longer these foods stay in the in-
testines, the more carcinogens are likely to be
released, thereby increasing the
risk of cancers.” Dr Shrikhande
doesn’t ask people to refrain
from eating meat but balance it
with other food groups.

The American Cancer
Society guidelines — followed
by many experts in India —rec-
ommend including four to five
portions of fruits and vegetables
inthe diet as they are highin fi-

LIFE
POSITIVE

FOOD AS SUPPORTIVE CANCER THERAPY

When it comes to cancer treatment, nutri-
tion not only changes the patient’s quality of
life but also influences therapy outcomes and
prognosis. “Itis extremely important to main-
tain adequate nutrition, espe-
cially in those with oesophageal
or gastrointestinal tract cancers
who are unable to eat properly.
Patients with late stage cancers
may develop metabolic syn-
dromes like cachexia (a condi-
tion where patients lose weight
and muscles because of a faster
metabolism) that can derail
their treatment,” says Dr

bre, low in calorie and contain TAKEAWAY Abhishek Shankar, oncologist at
many vitamins and minerals. A patient may be the All-India Institute of Medical
While thereisno qonclusiye ev- eating enough but Scieqces (AIIMS), New Delhi. “If
idence, research is ongoing to apatient loses, forexample, 5 kg
: the body may not : :
study cancer-preventive prop- bsorh , while undergoing treatment,
erties of certain groups of veg- ADSOTD NUTIENES, their chemotherapy dose would
etables —thedarkgreenandor- ~ henceaspecialdiet  have to be changed or they

ange vegetables, cruciferous
vegetables such as cabbage,
broccoli or cauliflower, and al-
lium vegetables like onions
and garlic.

The guidelines also suggest
consuming more proteins from
legumes, poultry or fish rather
than red meat sources. The
norms suggest limiting or elim-

might develop toxicity. For ra-
diotherapy, weight loss could
lead to gaps in the thermoplas-
tic meshes that we make to im-
mobilise patients and target the
radiation. This could lead to inef-
fective radiation and more reac-
tions. Itis also not possible to do
cancer surgeries if the patient
weighs less than a recom-

inating sugar-sweetened bev-  Scan the code to mended level. All of this can de-
erages, highly processed foods, = read more health lay treatment and change the
and refined grain products. special stories outcome,” he explains.

ILLUSTRATION: KOMAL

Therefore, intermittent fasting and re-
stricting dairy and carbohydrates that Sidhu
spoke of may not work when a patient is un-
dergoing active cancer treatment. While
there are laboratory and animal studies that
show some beneficial pathways that may
prevent cancer growth through time-re-
stricted eating, maintaining such a diet is
practically not possible for a patient. “Cancer
and its treatment lead to a breakdown of
muscles and other cells in the body. So we
have to ensure that patients consume enough
calories and proteins to repair them. When a
person is unable to consume a normal diet,
fasting for several hours a day would mean
they are not meeting their daily requirements
and could become weaker and anorexic.
Patients have to take a lot of medicines
through the day, which they cannot have
without eating first,” says Ritika Samaddar,
regional head of clinical nutrition and dietet-
ics at Max Healthcare.

She designs the diet based on what the
patients need and what they can eat, includ-
ing dairy products, eggs, or lentils and millets
to fulfil their protein requirement. For exam-
ple, those on chemotherapy need to eat small
portions slowly and every few hours. They
need to avoid fatty, greasy or spicy foods. One
advice she has for cancer patientsis that they
must go to a nutritionist at a tertiary care cen-
tre, preferably the same one where they are
getting treated. “Treatment has to be a team
approach because there are certain foods and
supplements that interact with the medicines
and have negative effects,” she says.
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- How diet supports cancer therapy

Researchers are looking into diets that either lack or have additional substances that
synergise with newer therapies to improve outcomes

WHAT STUDIES SAY

TRIAL: Women'’s Health Initiative
Dietary Modification trial

FINDING: Low-fat diet was
associated with a 21% decline in
breast cancer mortality

TRIAL: European Prospective
Investigation into Cancer and
Nutrition (EPIC)

FINDING: Fruit and vegetable
consumption had a protective
effect against colorectal, breast,
and lung cancer. A higher
consumption of fish and lower
consumption of red and processed
meat were related with a lower
risk of colorectal cancer and higher
consumption of fatty fish with
lower risk of breast cancer

TRIAL: Nurses Health and Health
Professional follow- up study

FINDING: 24% reduction in all-
cause mortality, including cancer
mortality in patients with diabetes

Dr Eileen Canday, head of nutrition and
dietetics at Mumbai’s Sir H N Reliance
Foundation Hospital and Research Centre,
says there is some evidence suggesting that
certain foods can improve treatment out-
comes for cancer patients, although the re-
searchis still ongoing and the findings are not
definitive to revise current protocols.
“Curcumin (the active ingredient in turmeric)
may inhibit growth of cancer cells and reduce
inflammation. Cruciferous vegetables like
broccoli and cauliflower may lower the risk
of cancer as they contain antioxidants, vita-
mins and phytochemicals like flavonoids and
carotenoids. Omega-3 fatty acids in some
fishes and flaxseed have anti-inflammatory
properties and may improve immune func-
tion. Fermented foods like yogurt and kefir
may help mitigate some side effects of can-
cer treatment,” she says.

LIFE AFTER CANCER

The role of diet and nutrition remains im-
portant even after remission of cancer to keep
relapse at bay. “Obesity is a knownrisk factor
for some cancers such as breast cancer. So af-
ter treatment, we would put the patientona
negative calorie diet with less saturated fats.
In other patients with, say colon or oe-
sophageal cancers, where they lose a lot of
weight during the treatment, the focus would
be on a calorie-dense diet to help them re-
gain the weight and muscles,” says Samaddar.
All of this will have to be factored in with co-
morbidities that most patients have.

Current researchis also focussing on using
diet — and thereby the body’s own metabo-
lism — as medicine for cancer treatment.
What this essentially means is that re-
searchers are looking into diets that either
lack or have certain additional substances that
work in synergy with newer therapies to im-
prove treatment outcomes. This would make
nutrition a key pillar of therapy, but not the
magic bullet.

Love without Fear

Online counsellors are encouraging safe sex practices

to lower HIV risk among young people who are now
meeting on virtual platforms instead of traditional places

Anonna Dutt

TWENTY-FIVE-YEAR-OLD Sharad* swipes
right on a dating app the moment he reaches
office. He engages with a random profile,
chats them up, gets them comfortable and
encourages them to move to a WhatsApp
chat box for freer conversations. “l ask them
about their sexual preferences and fantasies
— this can help me understand whether they
are participating in high-risk sexual behav-
iour. If they are, I give them tips on how to
bring down their risk of HIV infection,” says
the counsellor with SafeZindagi, who con-
nects with online daters across 587 cities.
Sharad has signed up as a safe-sex coun-
sellor across apps like Planet Romeo and
Grindr. But his job, of winning confidence
and trust, remains difficult. At a clinic in
Central Delhi, he is one among eight coun-
sellors on the SafeZindagi platform, which
encourages people to get home testing kits
for HIV. “If their results are positive, I connect
them to their nearest testing centre,” he adds.
With Phase V of the government’s National
AIDS Control Programme advocating virtual
interventions, peer educators like Sharad can
blend in easily to keep the spread of HIV in-
fection in check — and keep the numbers un-
der control. Online dating has undoubtedly
upped the risk of HIV among the group that
has shifted from traditional spaces to virtual
platforms, which are difficult to track.
Estimating the size of these groups and plan-

ning interventions to curtail the risk of HIV
can be challenging. In India, five in a lakh peo-
ple contract HIV every year, with nearly 25.4
lakh people living with it in 2023, according
to a government report.

ABOXFULL OF BENEFITS

In northwest Delhi’s Sultanpuri, Anil* col-
lects boxes of condoms for gay men and sex
workers he has connected with online. While
he uses websites to date men himself, he also
takes the opportunity to talk to them about
HIV and other sexually transmitted infec-
tions. He is one of the 52 peer-educators with
Deepshikha, an organisation that carries out
such virtual intervention in partnership with
the government. He has even created
WhatsApp groups of people he connects
with on apps to answer any questions they
might have, direct them towards govern-
ment testing centres and provide them with
tools for safe sex. He encourages them to sign
up for safelovers.com — a website developed
in collaboration with the Delhi government
that can assess a person’s risk of contracting
HIV, offer online counselling, allow them to
book an appointment at any government
centre for testing and provide condoms.

Meanwhile, SafeZindagi helps users ac-
cess pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) —
medicines that can be taken by high-riskin-
dividuals to prevent HIV infection. While
these are not available as part of the govern-
ment programme, there is an increasing de-
mand. “More and more people are now
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aware of PrEP and want it. In fact, with all the
advocacy around HIV, it is heartening to see
many on their dating profiles declare
whether or not they are on PrEP and when
they last got tested,” says Jalpa Thakker, pro-
gramme director for ACCELERATE that
runs SafeZindagi.

NEED TO
KNOW

Apart from online

counselling,
educators facilitate
access to home test

kits for HIV and
WHY ONLINE MANAGEMENT HAS helb vounester
ANEDGE Pyoungsters
With an increasing penetration of smart- book an
phones and low-costinternet —bolsteredby ~ appointment at any
the pandemic that drove most activitieson-  of the government
line — organisations tasked with HIV preven- centres for testing

tion find it increasingly difficult to find de-
fined physical spaces where they could
earlier monitor people at a higher risk of con-
tracting HIV infection, such as sex workers
and gay men.

“While dating apps were always avail-
able, their use shot up in the last five to seven
years. In 2019, we started noticing that the
traditional hotspots — such as red light dis-
tricts, toilets, parks and railway stations —
were emptying out. Then the pandemic hit
and everything changed. Those who engaged
in sex work returned home or moved online
— there wasn’t much work in the physical
space. Now, there are network operators who
share the profiles of sex workers on
WhatsApp, and after maybe a video chat,
agree to meet in arented accommodation or
hotels that you wouldn’t think were being
used for sex work. So, we had to move with
the target population,” says Thakker. The
known physical haunts see only about 20 per
cent of the traffic now, she adds.

With sex workers and sexual partners
readily available online, Deepshikha’s coun-
sellors have been answering queries and cu-
riosities of young adults aged between 17 and
22.“Those who are gay or trans are extremely
confused at this age; they get on the website
to connect with others who feel like them
and get a grip on who they want to become.
When they do start having sex, they have no
idea about sexually transmitted infections.
One of the most common queries we get is
regarding their gender identity. That clarity
helps them trust us with advisories,” says
Tajuddin Khan, president, Deepshikha.

The organisation connects the virtual
world to the physical one — it has a drop-in
centre where youngsters can have conversa-
tions and share thoughts. They are even free
to dress up as they please here, something
they might not be able to do at their homes.
“When we conducted a survey across these
dating platforms in 2019, we found 15,000
people at high risk, who were not connected
to any safe sex programmes. Now, people are
talking more and the numbers are much
higher,” says Khan.

(*Names changed to protect privacy)

Vol V, Issue No. 16. Regd.No. DL-21046/03-05 RNI Regn. No. DELENG/2002/10884. Printed and Published by R.C.Malhotra on behalf of The Indian Express (P) Limited and Printed at The Indian Express (P) Limited Press, A-8, Sector-7, Noida -201301 and Published at The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine
Floor, Express Building, 9 &10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi 110002. Editorial office: The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9&10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Phone: 0120-6651500. Advertising office: The Indian Express (P) Ltd.,Express Building, B1/B,
Ramnath Goenka Marg, Sector 10, Noida-201301. Phone:01206651291. Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goenka, Chief Editor: Raj Kamal Jha, Editor: Unni Rajen Shanker, Editor (Delhi): Rakesh Sinha ** ** Responsible for selection of News under the PRB Act. Copyright: The Indian Express (P) Limited. All rights
reserved. Reproduction in any manner, electronic or otherwise, in whole or in part, without prior written permission is prohibited. The Indian Express®

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .



