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Philly woman rallies for title

Katie Florio, 30, of Center City, mounted a late comeback to win the women’s race in the 2024 Philadelphia Marathon on Sunday. On the men's side,
a Pittsburgh native placed first. Story in Sports, C5. Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer

Black voters in Philly explain
how Trump gained some ground

By Lavla A. Jones
and Lizzie Mulvey
Staft Writers

alanding outside of a West Phila-
delphia Aldi with bags of groceries.
Aaron Bryant said he didn't vote.
But if he had, he probably would
have voted for President-elect
Donald Trump. The reason?

"I believe he was the best person
for the job,” said Bryvant, a West Phil-
adelphia resident. “[A]nd the econ
omy was much better when he was
in office, as well”

On Election Day, Trump's most
loval demographic base in Philadel-
phia remained in the city’s majori-
ty-white neighborhoods and wards,
where he won nearly 30% of the
vote. But that doesn't discount the
citywide shilt of the city s neigh-
borhoods of color toward the right,

While the crowd at Dﬂﬂil:i"lhﬂp’: Philadelphia rally over the summer
at the Liacouras Center was overwhelmingly white, a higher
concentration of Black people were seated in the section behind him.

Yong Kim / Staff Photographer
movement that's been happening
since 2016.

That rightward trend wasn't
driven solely by increased Repub-

lican support among volers of

color, but it also reflected low voter
turnout in majority-Black precinets
like West Philadelphia’s Mill Creek
neighborhood, where the Aldi
grocery store is. Bryant has never

voted, though as a Black man he's
part of one of the Democrars’ most
loyal bases, one the party failed to
TUTn O,

According to an Inguirer analy-
sis of election results, Democrats
performed worse in 649 of the GHE
majoritv-Black precinets in Phila-
delphia while Trump grew his share
of votes in 635 majority-Black pre-
cinets as compared with 2020,

Black neighborhoods also had
somé of the lowest turnout in the
city. Of the about 22.600 people
who sat out the election, about BO%
lived in Black-majority précincts.

Citywide, Trump enjoyed
increased support across racial
lines in less affluent neighborhoods
with fewer college graduates. And
marginal growth in support for
Trump in some majority-Black pre-
cincts, coupled with lower-than-ex
pected turnout. helped him

- SEE BLACK VOTERS ONAD

N.J.AG:Let
jury hear
Norcross
corruption
case

Prosecutors urged a
Superior Court judge

to allow their case to
proceed, pushing back
on the power broker’s
efforts to toss al3-count
racketeering indictment.

By Andrew Seidman
and Jeremy Roebuck
Stall Writers

New Jersey prosecutors balked ar
George E. Norcross [IT's efforts wo
recast tactics he used to prevail
in Camden waterfront land deals
as nothing more than “*hardball
business negotiations™ and urged
a judge to allow a jury 1o decide
whether the Democratic power
broker had broken the law in his
pursuit of lucrative property.

That argument. laid out in a 146
page court fling late Friday, came
two months after Noreross — an
insurance executive and board
chairman at Cooper University
Health Care — pushed Mercer
County Superior Court Judge Peter
Warshaw 1o 1oss a 13-count racke-
teering indictment brought against
him and five others this summer,
arguing the charges were [atally
flawed.

But prosecutors, in their court
papers. insisted those claims

were better suited for a jury and
-+ BEE NORCROGS ON AS

George E. Norcross Il is accused
of manipulating a state tax credit
program for his benefit and
muscling out rivals in pursuit of
Camden land deals Alejandra AL

Alarez / Stalf Photographer

Deeds from sheriff sales
continue to languish

Buyers are waitinguptoa
year after auction to take
possession of properties.
Sheriff Rochelle Bilal's

office had pledged in July
to resolve delays.

By William Bender
and Ryan W. Briggs
Sialt Writers

First, they said there was no prob-
lem. Then, they acknowledged
there was a major problem, but
promised to fix it

They have not fixed it.

Four months after Philadel-
phia Sheriff Rochelle Bilal's office
pledged to tnke “corrective action”
(o resolve widespread delays in
recording deeds after property auc-
tions, the process remains broken.
For some buyers, it's gotten even
WOrse.

Banks, real estare armorneys,
construction financiers, real estate

agents, and individual buyers tell
The Inquirer they are having to wait
for up 1o a vear alter sherifl sales
to take possession of buildings and
land.

The problem: Properties are
being auctioned off at sheriff sales,
but Bilal's office is not finalizing
the sales until many months later,
when it finally sends the deeds to
the city’'s records department

Why it matters: During that
period, empty homes cannot be
renovated. demolished. rented.
or resold. Vacant lots go undevel-
oped. Stalled construction sites
accumulate trash. Buildings sustain
weather damage or are taken over
by squatters.

“It's keeping new owners i'rr_rm
doinganythingwith the properties.”
said I'I-'lan Jo Potts, a foreclosure
specialist at Elfant Wissahickon
Healtors who resells properties on
behalf of banks. “They're sitting
there and failing apart. It's causing
a lot of blight in Philadelphia.”

In suburban counties, the pro-
cess of drafting and recording a
deed 1o complete a sheriff sale

-+ SEE DEEDS OM AS

Dried waterways stun residents,
choke fish, and hurt outdoor tourism

From Lehigh Valley to the
Pinelands, water systems
are experiencing severe
rain deficits. It could take
months to recover.

By Frank Kummer
Stafll Writer

Vince Spaits took a recent three-
mile hike along the Coplay and
Jordan Creeks in Lehigh County,
and what the avid outdoorsman saw
astonished him — dried sections of
creek beds lined with hundreds of
dead fish.

“I walked in places where there
should have been three and four
feet of water. I looked for lower
spois that were still a little damp.

Angela Vaughn, of Milford Township, Bucks County, walks on a dried-
up portion of the Green Lane Reservoir in Mentgomery County. Water

levels throughout the region are critically low. Fob Vaughn

And that's where you find all
these dead fish,” said Spaits. “As
the stream dried up, the hish kept
on heading towards where they
could find water, and they ended

WEATHERCS
PARTLY SUNNY 57/48

INQUIRER.COM
@PHILLYINQUIRER

up in these littde ponds of water
that eveniually dried up. They were

trapped and died right there.”
Spaits, vice president of the
-+ SEE DROUGHT ON A4
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A turkey float glides down the Benjamin Franklin Parkway at the

start of last year's Thanksgiving Day Parade. Heather Khalifa

Staff Photographer

HOWTO PHILLY Tips to make your week better

What's open and closed in Philly on Thanksgiving?

Thanksgiving is Thursday, and if
you re making last-minute plans
or prepping for Black Friday,
here’s what's open and closed
across Philly:

Grocery stores

& Acme Markets: Open 7 am. - 4
p-m.

® Whaole Foods: Open 7 a.m.- |
p.m.

# Giant Food Stores: Open 6 am.
-2 p.m.

& Sprouts Farmers Market:
Openy am -2 pm

@ Trader Joe's, Aldi. and
Reading Terminal Market:
{_:ll.l“'-i.l;'d

Liquorstores

# Fine Wine & Good Spirits:
Closed

Mail and packages

® USPS, UPS, FedEx, and DHL:
Closed

Banks

& Most banks, including T, Wells
Fargo, and PNC, are closed.

Transit

® SEPTA: Sunday schedule; some
bus detours from 8 am. o 2
p.m.

INDEX

@& PATCO: Holiday schedule
Pharmacies

& LVS: Non-24-hour locations
close early (check local hours)

e Rite Aid: Open until 5 p.m.

& Walgreens inon-245-hour
locations): Closed

Trash collection

@ No pickup on Thanksgiving.
Service resumes a day later.,

Retail and malls

® Cosico, Target, Lowe's, Home
Depot, Walmart: Closed

& Shops at Liberty Place,
Fashion District, Philadelphia
Mills, King of Prussia Mall,
Cherry Hill Mall: Closed. Malls
reopen early on Black Friday.

Plan ahead and enjoy your
holiday stress-free! —By Sam
Ruland

COMING TOMORROW
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NEWS

Climate talks reach finance
deal blasted as inadequate

By Chico Harlan
and Maxine Joselow

Washingion Posi

BAKLU, Azerbaijan — Negotiators
from nearly 200 countries agreed
early Sunday in a nonbinding
commitment that wealthy nations
would aim to provide at least $300
hillion annually by 2033 to help
poorer nations suffering the most
from climate change.

But many delegates from devel
oping countries blasted the agree-
ment minutes after it was adopted,
capping an acrimonious LLN. Cli
mate Change Conference, known
this yearas COP29.

T'he deal requires no specific
pledges from any countries and
falls short of the $1.3 trillion poor
nations say that they will need
every vear a decade from now.

While it triples rich nations’
current commitment to help vul-
nerable ones cope with mounting
climate disasters, the new vow
comes after more than a decade in
which they struggled to meet that
$100 billion pledge.

After spending two weeks inside
a labyrinthine, windowless soccer
stadium, sleep-deprived diplo-
mats agreed to the finance deal
at 2:40 a.m. Sunday local time
with many feeling outrage rather
than relief and labeling the sum
insufficient. In the most blistering
eritique, Indian delegate Chandni
Raina called the finance target
“too little, too distant,” and said her
country could not support it

“This document is nothing more
than an optical illusion.” Raina said
1o cheers and applause.

The 5300 billion coming from
the governments of rich countries
would help developing countries
transition to cleaner energy by
installing sprawling fields of solar
panels and other projects. It also
would help them become more
resilient o escalating extreme
weather, including rising seas,
destructive droughts, and stronger
SLOrmsS

The deal embodies the disap
pointment and distrust that many
developing nations have expressed
at these annual climate negotia
nons. After three decades, the talks
have put the planet on a safer ra-
jectory in terms of its overall tem
perature rise. And vet humanity 1s
still on track to blow past its goal
of keeping warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenhein)
compared to preindustrial levels,
ushering In an éra of INcreas-
ingly frequent and costly climate
disnsters.

Activists participate in a demonstration for climate finance at the
COP29 U.N. Climate Summit on Friday in Baku, Azerbaijan. Sergel
Grits / AP

Scientists say they are virtually
certain 200245 will rank as the hottest
year on record

Negotiators for the United States,
the world’s biggest historical emit-
tér of planet-warming greenhouse
pases, mode no firm commitment
to contributing 1o the new finance
targetl. President-elect Donald
Trump and the Republican-con
trolled Congress are unhkely 1o
approve more international cli-
maie aid, with many GOP lawmak
ers already balking at sending
more U.S. military aid to Ukraine.

The deal also declines to require
contributions from China, which
ranks as the biggest annual emit-
ter of greenhouse gases. Instead,
the agreement merely encourages
emerging economies like China to
pitch in, despite theirclassification
as developing countries by the
United Nations.

Less than 24 hours before the
agreement was struck. the talks
seemed on the brink of eollapsing.

On Saturday afternoon, dele-
gates from many developing coun-
tries and low-lying island nations
stormed out of the negotiating
room in protest of an earlier draft
deal.

Poorer countries said they were
being left alone to deal with deadly
heat waves, droughis, floods, and
fires, while nations that had built
modern economies by burning
fossil fuels could afford o with-
stand them

Again and again, U.N. officials
framed the money given o the
Global South as an investment, not
as charity, given the cataclysms
that proper funding might prevent:
unchecked migration flows, ever
costlier disasters, or even a break-
down in the global economy.

Even 5300 billion pales in

comparison to what independent
ASSESSMEents say is nemler]. The
deal — which says that developing
countries should receive a total
of $1.3 trillion from “all actors™ by
2035 — also leaves plenty of lati-
tude about who will provide the
MONEY.

European Union Climate
Commissioner Wopke Hoekstra
desecribed the $300 billion goal as
“realistic™ and “achievable” He pre-
dicted the target would be met.

“No country got everything
they wanted.” said Simon Stiell,
the executive secretary of the UN.
Framework Convention on Climate
Change. *So this is no time for vic-
tory laps.”

In an email, Rep. August Plluger
{R-Texas). who led a delegation of
House lawmakers to COP29, called
the final agreement a “horrible
denl”

“China, the world's largest pol-
luter, self-identifies as a ‘develop-
ing couniry,” Pllugersaid.“The last
thing we néed is o be shackled by
another harmful, America-last cli
mate pipe dream.”

While delegates approved the
final deal on climate finance. they
declined toadopt another text that
centered on the contentious issue
of curbing fossil fuel use. Diplo
mais from Saudi Arabia, the world's
top oil exporter, had suceessfully
blocked that text.

COP29 President Mukhtar Baba-
yev proposed Sunday that “in view
of these concerns from the parties,”
countries should rake up the fossil
fuel language again ot next year's
climate talks in Belem, Brazil.

In his closing remarks after 4
a.m. local time, Babayev added
that “we have reached the end of
4 defining chapter in the climate
crisis”

Trump taps Rollins for agriculture
secretary, rounds out cabinet picks

By Maegan Vazquez
Washinzion Posi

announced on Saturday that he
had picked Brooke Rollins, a former
Trump White House policy adviser.
o serve as agriculture secretary

“It is my Great Honor to nom
inate Brooke L. Rollins, from the
Great State of Texas, to serve as
the 33rd United States Secretary
of Agriculture,” Trump said in a
statement, later adding, “Brooke’s
commitment to support the Amer-
ican Farmer, defense of American
Food Self-Sufficiency, and the res-
toration of Agriculiure-dependent
American Small Towns is second
Lo none.”

Hollins 1s president and CEOQ of
the America First Policy Institure,
a group that has put together pro
posals lor a second Trump term.
The institute, which has nonprofit
status, was launched in 2021 by
a group of Trump administration
veterans.

Like the Heritage Foundation's
Project 2025, AFPI has sought to
provide policy recommendations
for the next Republican presiden-
tial administration to efficiently
stand up an executive branch
thar will swiltly undo President
Joe Biden's legacy. The organi-
zation's work has comparatively
flown under the radar and has not
been as publicly scrutinized by
Democrats as Project 2025. The
organization is chaired by Linda
McMahon, Trump's pick for educa-
tion Secretary.

Rollins was also one of the names
floated to serve as Trump's incom
ing White House chief of staff, but
that role ended up going to Susie
Wiles, his top campaign adviser.

A

Brooke Rollins speaks at a
campaign rally at Madison Square
Garden on Oct. 27 in New York.
EvanVuccl /AP

Hollins previously led the White
House Domestic Policy Council
during Trump's first term. Before
joining the first Trump administra-
tion she led the Texas Public Policy
Foundation, a conservative think
tank.

In his statement on Saturday
announcing Rollins' appoint-
ment, Trump highlighted her
“practitioner’s experience” with
agriculmre, including pointng 1o
her *upbringing in the small and
Agriculture-centered town of Glen
Rose, Texas™ aswell as her involve-
ment in “guiding her four kids in
their show cattle careers.”

Rollins subsequently thanked
Trump. writing on X, *It will be the
honor of my life to fight for Ameri
ca’s farmers and our Nanon's agri-
cultural communities. This is big
stuft for a small-town ag girl from
Glen Rose, TXT

The agriculture secretary is
responsible for overseeing various
farm. ranching, and forestry indus-
tries as well as regulating aspects

of food quality. safety, and nutrition
labeling. More than 70% of the U.S.
Department of Agriculoure’s budget
is used to oversee several crucial
wellare programs such as free
school lunches and the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program,
commonly called food stamps.

The president-elect’s incom-
ing agriculture secretary is also
expected to play a role in shaping
Trump's plans for sweeping tariffs,
which in his last term saw the U.S,
agriculiure industry hit hard with
huge countertariffs by allied coun-
tries and rivals alike.

Trump's pick to lead the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Robert F Kennedy Jr., has
vowed to play a role in the adminis-
tration’s shaping of the agriculture
industry, but Trump and his allies
have also proposed making large
cuis 1o the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program.,

With Rollins, Trump has now
announced the full lineup of his
proposéed cabinet secretaries. On
Friday night, Trump announced a
flurry of new picks to his admin
istration, including three pro-
posed cabinet secretaries: Scoit
Tummeér 1o lead the Department ol
Housing and Urban Development,
Scott Bessent to lead the Treasury
Department. and Bep. Lorn Chavez-
DeRemer (R.. Ore) to lead the Labor
Department.

Clearing the Record

Anarticle in Su ndny'f. Inquirer
about Sen. Bob Casey's
legacy inaccurately described
a meeting between Larry
Caeisler and Bob Casey Sr.

It was a meet and greet that
Bob Casey Jr. did not attend.
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Trump will be coming for the executive branch

With Elon Musk and
Vivek Ramaswamy
leading the charge,
how much will
they be able to
accomplish?

By Dan Balz

Washingion Posi

President-elect Donald
Trump is coming for the
executive branch. Eight vears
ago, he thought he could
shake up federal agencies
and left after four vears with
little to show for it. This time,
with Elon Musk and Vivek
Ramaswamy leading the
charge, he is talking about
&veén more radical changes.
Will he do any better the
second time around?

Trump isn't the first pres-
ident to try to shrink or
reorganize the executive
branch, or the first to claim
to be leading an assault on
waste, fraud, and abuse thar
would deliver significant
cost savings and more effi-
cient government. Richard
M. Nixon had his Ash Com-
mission. Ronald Reagan had
the Grace Commission. Bill
Clinton had his National Per-
formance Review, known as
“reinventing government,” or

REGO, led by then-Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore.
Trump. Musk, and

Ramaswamy have huge
ambitions and no humility
about what they are under-
taking. What they have
talked about amounts o a
wholesale attack on federal
agencies designed o elim-
inate thousands of regula-
tions, reduce the federal
workforce by an order of
magnitude that could eripple
the delivery of vital services,
and effect cost savings that
would amount to nearly one-
third of the federal budget, or
the entire discretionary part
of the budget and then some.

All government bureau-
cracies need occasional
overhaul and rejuvenation.
Trump’s motivation is more
about punishment and retri-
bution. His cabinet choices
point to that. At the Justice
Department, as the Wash-
ington Post reported, he is
prepared to fire the team
that worked with special
counsel Jack Smith on two
indictments of the presi-
dent-elect. More broadly, he
looks to dismantle what he
regards as an unresponsive
and oppositional administra-
tive state.

Previous attempts to make
the government smaller
or more efficient have
fallen far short of what was
promised. Of those earlier
efforts, Gore’s reinventng

%
Entrepreneur and former presidential candidate Vivek

Ramaswamy has said that there is much waste in what
he calls the “administrative state.” Jabin Botsford

Washington Post

government initarive might
have been the most success-
ful. The Grace Commission,
named for businessman J.
Peter Grace. by contrast,
came up with recommen-
dations that promised $424
billion in savings over three
years. Closer scrutiny by the
Congressional Budget Office
and the General Accounting
Office (now renamed the
Government Accountability
Office) pegged the savings
at about $98 billion. Most
of what the Grace Commis-
sion recommended went
nowhere.

Could that be the outcome
for Trump in his second
term in the White House,
roughshod attacks with
little to show for it? Experts
say what Trump, Musk, and
Ramaswamy are talking
about — both in terms of
money saved and workforce
reductions — is unrealistic
and that they will soon bump
into political and economic
realities that will leave them
far short of what they claim.
That doesn’t mean. however,
that at the outset the pres-
ident-elect should not be
taken seriously about how
disruptive he will try to be in
his efforts. Musk has claimed
he can cut the budget by
roughly $2 trillion, but ana-
lysts say that would require
drastic (and unpopular) cuts
in entitlements programs,
defense. or other vital
SETVICES.

Trump has created what
he calls the Department of
Government Efficiency, or
DOGE, which is not an offi-
cial agency of government
but simply a unit designed
to empower Musk, the
world's richest person, and
Ramaswamy, the entrepre-
neur and former presiden-
tial candidate, to begin their
work. The iwowrote an op-ed
in the Wall Street Journal on
Wednesday that outlined
their plan. It is worth a read
for anyone wondering about
their intentions.

Rhetorically, it is a call
to arms “to cut the federal
government down (o size”
and attack “the entrenched
and ever-growing bureau-
cracy [that] represents an

existential threat to our
republic.” The plan is pre-
mised, in part, on recent
Supreme Court rulings that
limit the power of the agen-
cies to write and impose
regulations and that Musk
and Ramaswamy say give
the president considerable
latitude 1o make big changes.

Musk and Ramaswamy
said they will serve as out-
side volunteers. They will
oversee the hirng of “a lean
team of small-government
crusaders™ who will work
with “legal experts embed-
ded in government agencies.
aided by advanced technol-
ogy, to apply these [Supreme
Court] rulings to federal reg-
ulations enacted by such
agencies.” They expect that
work to identify vast num-
bers of regulations that can
be eliminated — and that
with that will come a reduc-
tion in the federal workforce.

The DOGE duo dispute
what they say is conventional
wisdom that says presidents
can’t fire federal workers,
that those protections are
there o protect workers
only “from political retalia-
tion.” but not from broader
reductions that don't target
individuals. Further, they
say, the president has the
power to make other admin-
istrative changes, such as
the relocation of agencies
outside of Washington,
which likely would result in
many workers choosing to
leave government service
rather than uprooting. Con-
gress might want a word on
anything like that.

The Wall Street Jour-
nal opinion piece does not
mention cost savings of
nearly $2 trillion. Instead,
the piece mentions taking
alm at the 5500 billion-plus
in spending “unauthorized
by Congress or being used
in ways that Congress never
intended.”

Musk and Ramaswamy
also said that their initiative
would identify “pinpoint
executive actions that would
result in immediate savings
for taxpayers.” Whether
this is a scaling back of
ambitions or an oversight
in failing to cite the full

Republicans lash out against
Democrats’ Gabbard claims

By Adriana Gomez Licon
Associaled Press

FORT LAUDERDALE. Fla.
— HRepublican senators
pushed back on Sunday
against eriticism from Dem-
ocrais that Tulsi Gabbard,
President-elect Donald
Trump’s pick to lead US.
intelligence services, is
"compromised” by hercom-
ments supportive of Russia
and secret meetings, as a
congresswoman, with Syr-
ia's president. a close ally of
the Kremlin.

Sen. Tammy Duckworth
(D-lllinois). a veteran of
combat missions in Irag,
said she had concerns about
Gabbard, Trump's choice
to be director of national
intelligence.

I think she's compro-
mised,” Duckworth said on
CNN's State of the Union.
citing Gabbard's 2017 trip
to Syria, where she held
talks with Syrian President
Bashar Assad. Gabbard
was a Democratic House
member from Hawaii at the
time.

“The U.S. intelligence

community has identified
her as having troubling
relationships with Ameri-
ca's foes. And so my worry
is that she couldn’t pass a
background check,” Duck-
worth said.

Gabbard, who said last
month she is joining the
Republican Party, has
served in the Army National
Guard for more than two
decades. She was deploved
to Irag and Kuwait and,
according to the Hawaii
National Guard. received a
Combat Medical Badge in
2005 for “participation in
combat operations under
enemy hostile fire in sup-
port of Operation Iragi Free-
dom II1°

Duckworth's comments
drew immediate backlash
from Republicans.

“For her to say ridiculous
and outright dangerous
words like that is wrong.”
Sen. Markwayne Mullin
(B-Oklahoma) said on CNN,
challenging Duckworth to
retract her words. “That's
the most dangerous thing
she could say — is that a
United States lieutenant
colonel in the United States

Army is compromised and
is an asset of Russia”

Mullin and others say the
eriticism from Democrats
is rooted in the fact that
Gabbard left their partyand
has become a Trump ally.
Democrats say they worry
that Gabbard’s selection as
national intelligence chief
endangers ties with allies
and gives Russia a win.

Rep. Adam S5chiff, a
California Democrat just
elected to the Senate, said
he would not describe Gab-
bard as a Russian asset, but
said she had “very ques-
tionable judgment.”

“The problem is if our
foreign allies don't trust
the head of our intelligence
agencies, they'll stop shar-
ing informartion with us,”
Schifl said on NBC's Meet
the Press.

Sen. Eric Schmit (R-Mis-
souri) said he thought it
was “totally ridiculoos”™ that
Gabbard was being castasa
Russinn asset.

“It’s insulting. It's a slhur,
quite frankly. There's no
evidence that she's a asset
of another country,” he said.

scope of the cuts previously
described isn't clear.

Elaine Kamarck of the
Brookings Institution, who
oversaw Gore's reinvent-
ing government initiative,
offered counsel to the incom-
ing administration in a piece
on the Brookings website
entitled, "Cut the govern-
ment with a scalpel, not an
ax.” That was the approach
taken during the Clinton
administration. which
resulted in the elimination
of 640,000 pages of internal
agency rules and a reduction
in the federal workforee of
426,000 emplovess.

In an interview on Friday,
Kamarck applauded the
Trump team’s determination
to review federal regulations.
“Aregulatory reviewis avery
sensible and good thing to do
and ought to be done period-
ically anyway.” she said. But
she had reservations about
some of the other things
Musk and Ramaswamy have
talked about

As a candidate for the
Republican nomination this
year, Ramaswamy claimed
the federal workforce could
be cut by three-quarters
over eight years, with a 50%
reduction achievable in the
first vear or two, along with a
40'% reduction in the number
of agencies and units in the
executive branch. “I'm prob-
ably the candidate in the last
30 years who has the deep-
est understanding of how
to actually shut down the
administrative state,” he wold
Washington Post editors and
reporters in June 2023

Musk has a reputation for
cutting budgets orworkers ot
companies he owns, includ-
ing Tesla, X, and Space X. A
recent New York Times arti-
cle said he was ofien willing

“to cut too much rather than
too little™ and also described
him as having spent sixhours
going line by line through
Twitter's budget with the
company's executives, order-
ing cuts along the way and
brooking no resistance.

Kamarck, however, ques-
tioned whether the federal
bureaucracy is truly bloated,
as Hamaswamy and the
Trump team claim. There
are, she noted about 19,000
Border Pairol agenis. How
many of those would Trump
cut while still making good
on his promise to secure the
border and deport millions?

There are about 1.B0O air
traffic controllers, she said.
Would Trump's team cut
that workforee significantly,
causing potential flight can-
cellatons and dismuption” * [t
will take about a week and
Congress will say, "Hey, you
can't do this.” she said.

And how deeply would he
try to cut the workforce at
the Social Security Adminis-
tration, at the risk of checks
not being sent out promptly
orother breakdowns in a pro-
gram that he has otherwise
vowed not to touch?

Kamarck offered other
examples of where the
Trump team could produce
only symbaolie victories.
Trump has targeted the
Department of Education
for elimination. Kamarck
said the department could be
eliminated but two key pro-
grams likely would remain
— the student loan program
and Title 1, which adds to
state and local governments
lor low-achieving students in
areas of higher poverty.

The smudent loan program
eould be shifted to the Trea-
sury Department and Title 1
to the Department of Health

and Human Services, she
said, which means a portion
of its budget would be shifted
rather than cut. Its work-
loree is the smallest ol any
Cabinet agency. Kamarck's
point is that after programs
are shifted. the money saved
might not be significant and
the number of workers elim-
inated would be tiny.

Eamarck also cautioned
the Trump team abour its
notion that the best approach
is to rely primarily on people
outside of government (o
lead the effort. if that is their
plan. The Grace Commission
did that, using people in the
private sector to bring a busi-
ness sensibility to the federal
government. Gore's oper-
ation worked closely with
people in the agencies, which
Kamarck argued produced
better results. “The fat in the
government is like the fat in
good piece of steak.” she said.
“It's marbled through ic.”

Musk and Ramaswamy
claimed that with his elec-
toral college majority and a
6-3 conservanve majority on
the Supreme Court, Trump
is poised for “a historic
opportunity for structural
reductions in the federal
government.” In the face of
expected opposition. they
said, “We expect to prevail.”

Those words no doubt
reflect the aggressive
approach the president-elect
and his advisers hope totake
once he is sworn in. Mean-
while, executive branch
emplovees are bracing for
what could be coming and
opponents are preparing
to resist through legal and
other channels. Whether
Trump's shock troops, led
by Musk and Ramaswamy.
are truly ready will be known
SO0TL.
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Aview of the Mullica River at mile marker O near Atsion Fllu'-lﬁ:nlrllm MNov. 18. AU.S. Geological Survey gauge said the river was at 0.31 feet, well below normal, as seen by the

riverbanks. Many waterways in the region are at or near record low levels. Allison Hartman / Pinelands Adventures

Drought

- CONTINUED FROM A1
nonprofit Lehigh River Stocking
Association, estimates he saw 300
to 400 dead fish along his walk. He
knows almost every siream, creek,
and river in the area intimately,
having stocked them with trout
over decades.

“I can never remember a time
where this many streams have
gone dry for this many months.”
said Spaits, who is 65.

Residenis throughout the region,
from the Lehigh Valley to the Philly
suburbs and New Jersey’s Pine-
lands, have taken to social media
with pietures of once-vibrant
waterways reduced to puddles.
They have crossed on foot what
were once lakes. And. for some, it
has meant a financial hit as kayak-
ing tourism dwindled with drought.

The recent rain has no doubt
helped, but not enough to replen-
ish struggling warerways, some
of which are at or near record low
levels. Many parts of the region
have hovered near 10 inches of rain
deficit, which could take months to
recover, despite more rain in the
forecast for the days ahead. Pre-
cipitation as measured at Philadel-
phia International Airport was well
above normal through mid-August.
Since then, rainfall has been 81%
below normal, even with the 1.1
inches of rain that fell last week.

The drought

The drought that began in August,
but intensihed in September, Octo-
ber. and November. has taken its
toll. Both Pennsylvania and New
Jersey have declared drought
watches, asking people to volun-
tarily conserve water.

Officials said last week that the
flow of the Delaware River had
dropped 40% by Tuesday, prior
to Wednesday's rain. That has
had the effect of driving the salty
waler coming up the river from the
Atlantic Ocean northward 1o within
20 miles of an intake for drinking
water for Philadelphia. The salt line
is a measurement of the concentra-
tion of salinity that separates sali
and fresh water.

Dudhh““mﬂugﬂnplqﬁ-ﬂmulghmjﬁlﬂuﬂ—k
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puddles that ultimately evaporated. Vince Spails

Consider that the Lehigh River's
flow last week was 20% of what is
typical this time of year, according
o U.S, Geological Survey gauge
data. In October, Perkiomen Creek
dropped well below its 43-yvear low
record discharge of 7.92 eubic feet
per second and is currently at $0%
of normal. The Wading River in the
Pinelands set a low flow record
this year, and is currently flowing
at 26% of the typical level.

Lehigh Valley

Tom Gyory, 63, treasurer of the
Lehigh River Stocking Associa-
tion, said that he has never seen
water levels so low in the Lehigh
Valley and that the drought has
taken atoll on the thousands of fish
stocked by his organization. a non-
profit that helps the Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission stock
trout within the watershed.

“Due to the low flow and warm
lemperatures over the summer, we
lost about half our fish,” Gyory said.
“We raise 2,000 fish a year. So that
was the highest mortality thar we

The Lehigh River Should Be Rising.
Instead, It’s Disappearing.

A water monitoring station near Walnutport along the Lehigh River
was at 2076 of its typical discharge on Nov. 20, 72 cubic feet per
second away from its lowest discharge reading in 7B years of
recordkeeping. Discharge is a measure of the amount of water

flowing through a station's sensor.

All-time low (1965)

Discharge since July 15
in cubic feet per second

*Typical™ refers to the daily median discharge for the station, which has 78 years

of recorded data. Daily dats spans one yesr, ending on Moy, 23, 2024.

ever had in the 10 years I've been
the co-op nursery manager.”

The Fish and Boat Commission
resupplied the association.

Gyory. of Slatington. Lehigh
County, said the drought has taken
a toll throughout the animal food
chain. The fish become more sus-
ceptible to disease, but they also
depend on bugs who live in and
around the water for food. Bigger
predators, as well as herons and
other birds, depend on the fish for
food.

Green Lane Reservoir,
Montgomery County

Rob and Angela Vaughn have
driven by or hiked the Green Lane
Reservoir in Monigomery County
many times over the decades.

But never before had they been
able to get out of their car and
amble across parts of the Bl4-acre
reservoir bottom. The reservoir is
fed by a branch of Perkiomen Creek
and one of hundreds of struggling
walerways in the area since the
drought began in August.

dril-dnq:,ﬂuﬁﬂlh-qn-hq:pl:lh

Rob Vaughn, 67, a retired anchor
for WFMZ-TV in Allentown and
a former WIP radio host, lives in
Bucks County, 10 minutes from
the reservoir.

“We have been in the area for
a long time,” said Vaughn. “Some
people said there was a phenom-
enon like this about 15 years ago.
But I don't have any recollection of
it being as low as this, where you
eould look out from the bridge over
the reservoir and see nothing but
lake bottom dirt as far as you can
see to the other shore.”

He had heard from a friend that
the lake was walkable.

*So | said to my wife, ‘Let's try
that just o check it out.”™ Vaughn
said of his Nov. 7 trip. “We did and
itwas a real shock”

Green Lane Reservoir is just one
of many waterways within the Del-
aware River Watershed that have
been affected.

Agua Pennsylvania, which owns
theé reservoir, in October began
encouraging customers to volun-
tarily conserve water becanse of the
drought. Company spokeésperson

A Branch of Perkiomen Creek Set
A Record Low Flow this Year

A water monitoring station in Upper Hanover, Montgomery County,
unofficially recorded its lowest reading in 43 years in October,
dipping below 5.5 cubic feet per second of diﬁchm‘gel a measure of

the amount of water passing through the station's sensor.
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(2002)

Discharge since July 15
in cubic feet per second

Area receives
1" to 2* of rain

"Typical” refers to the daily median discharge for the station, which has 43 years
of recorded data. Daily data spans one year, ending on Nov. 23, 2024,

Amanda Burge said the reservoir
is safe and not close 1o drying up.

“While the edges appear dried
out, there is still plenty of water in
the deeper areas of the reservoir,”
Burge said in an email.

Burge said the reservoir's normal
storage is 4.4 billion gallons. As of
Thursday. it was at 3 billion gallons,
or 69% full. She said the reduced
level has not afected customers,

The Pinelands

Peaple, such as farmers and out-
door adventure groups, count
on the intricate latticework of
waterways in the Pinelands — the
Mullica, Batsto, and Wading Rivers
— lor their livelihood.

Cranberry farmers depend on
irrigation from the rivers. When
the waterways dry up. the farmers
must pump water from the aquifer.
It's costly to run pumps almost
around the clock at harvest time
in October into early November.
The cranberry farmers say this is
the worst drought they have ever
expericnced.

But the Pinelands also draw
tourism, and the lack of rainfall
has caused some businesses (o
lose money.

A statewide prohibition against
campfires dampened enthusiasm
for popular fall camping spots.

Allison Hartman, education
director for Pinelands Adventures,
which runs paddling, hiking. and
nature tours, said the outdoortrip
outhit depends on the Mullica and
Batsto Rivers for kayaking tours.
Normally, the kayak season ends
Oet. 31. This year, Hartman said the
group abruptly halted trips on the
Mullica on Aug. 23.

“We were not able to reopen it for
the rest of the season because the
water levels were so low.” Haruman
said.

Trips on the Batsto River, a trib-
utary of the Mullica, continued
because the water levels were
higher.

Pinelands Adventures offers
multiple trips on the Mullica,
including a short two-mile paddle
that's popular with beginners, as
well as a longer 11-mile overnight
rip.

“We were disappointed that on
either end, our beginners and our
pro paddlers, were not able to do
the trips for two and a half months
of our senson,” Hartman said. “We
had 1o adjust, and I know it was
frustrating and difficult for some
of our customers to have to change
their plans.”

Hartman said some parts of the
Mullica River “right now are more
of a hike than a paddle.”

Pinelands Adventures uses a
USGS gauge on the Mullica Riverto
determine whetherwater levels are
accepiable for paddling. The gauge
height must show between 2.7 feet
t0.65 feet. Anything above 2.7 can
mean the river is running too fast
to ensure the safery of paddlers.
Anything below 0.65 feet is too low.

Last week, the gauge read 0.29
feet.

“The drought has definitely had
an impact this year,” Hartman said.

Dara Editor Stephen Stirling and
Graphics Editor John Duchneskie
contributed to this arricle.

fkummer{@ inguirer.com
W FrankKummer
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Norcross

= DONTINUED FROM A1

maintained the indictment was
clear in its description of how Nor-
cross and his codefendants erim-
inally profited from their control
over Camden government and
gained the upper hand in business
deals.

“By exploiting Norcross's rep-
utation for untrammeled control
over local government and over-
powering political influence across
New Jersey, the Norcross Enter-
prise essentially ook the Camden
waterfront for itself” Assistant New
Jersey Attorney General Michael D.
Grillo and Deputy Attorney General
Adam D. Klein wrote. They later
added: “That is not hard bargaining
by any stretch, and the grand jury
was well within its rights to call it
extortion.”

How Warshaw decides in the
coming months will determine the
future of one of the most ambitious
corruption probes the New Jersey
Attorney General’s Office has pur-
sued in years. The judge has set a
date in January to hear arguments
on whether to allow the case to
proceed.

A grand jury indicted Norcross
and the others in June, alleging
they manipulated a stare tax credin
program to benefit themselves
and used threats and intimidation
(0 muscle our rivals in pursuit of
Camden land deals.

Since then, Norcross and his
allies have relentlessly amacked
the case — in court and in the press
— and accused Attorney General
Martt Platkin of carrying out a *legal
jithad” against them. They maintain
he's abusing his power to criminal-
ize normal business negotiation
tactics and lawful lobbying of gov-
ernment officials.

MNew Jersey Attorney General Matt Platkin at a news conference at his office in December in Trenton.
Mike Catalini

“This indictment has no busi-
ness inacourt of law,” their lawyers
wrale in Seplember. "It 1s both (oo
trite and too generous to call it an
indictment in search of a crime.”

A1 this stage in the case, pros-
ecutors must only show that the
indictment lays out theoretical
crimes that if proven at trial would
constitute violations of state laws.
Arguments over whether the evi-
dence backs up the notion that
Norcross and his codefendants
commirtted those crimes are [vpl-
cally reserved for the jury phase of
the proceedings.

In their court papers Friday,

prosecutors said that the conduet
of the unelected Norcross and his

allies far exceeded the bounds

of the law and accused them of

using their “raw political power
and functional control over the
levers of government™ to threaten
rivals and gain leverage in business
negotiations.

“Nowhere should the promise
of a level playing field be more
straightiorwanrd than with elected
government — yet the Noreross
Enterprise extorted property and
coerced action by intimating to s
victims that, unless they did what
George Norcross wanted, ‘they

would lorfeit any potential busi-
ness opportunity’ in Camden and

indeed suffer harm at the hands of

the City.” they wrote.

They also rejected Norcross’
claim that many of the charges
— which are based in part on alle-
gations that date to 2012 — are
time-barmed under state law. They
said the Norcross-led racketeering
eonspiracy continued o profit from
their illegal activities to this day —
chiefly through the obtaining and
selling of tax credits tied o many
of the business deals Implicated in
the indictment.

Also charged in the case are

Norcross® brother Philip, CEO of
the law firm Parker MeCay: former
Camden Mayor Dana L. Redd: Wil-
liam Tambussi, an atorney who has
represented Noreross and local
government entities; and business-
men Sidney R Brown and John J.
O’Donnell, who parinered with Nor-
cross on waterfront development
deals. Each has pleaded not guilty.

The Attorney General’s Office
on Friday also responded to the
defense team’s disclosure last
week of a 2023 letter from the US.
Attorney’s Office in Philadelphia
showing that federal prosecutors
declined o pursue a case against
Norcross last vear.

Lawyers for Tambussi wrote in
a court filing that the letter said
Norcross and his codefendants
“had committed no erime” and cast
the current case against them as
one built on evidence previously
rejected by federal authorities.

The N attommey general's office
noted that the letter included no
such language. “That defense
counsel would suggest that the
federal prosecutors’ letters say ‘no
erime’ occurred signals his intemt
to circumvent the legal process and
indocirinate the press. the public,
and. worst of all, the prospeéctive
jury poaol, with a slanted version
of the investigations,” prosecutors
W,

They added that the attorney
general's probe “generated new evi
dence entirely distinet from” other
investigations by federal prosecu-
torsin Philadelphia and New Jersey.

ascidman{@inguirer.com and
jroebucki{oinguirer.com
215-854-4542 and 215-854-2608
W AndrewSeidman and
jerenyrroebuck

Deeds
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tvpically takes a month or two after
an auction. That used to be the case
in Philadelphia. But, under Bilal, the
system has slowed to a near halt at
fimes.

Why is it happening” No one will
Say.

Neither Bilal noranyone in Mayor
Cherelle L. Parker’s administration
would provide an explanation for
what has gone wrong. Bid4Assets,
a private company contracied o
conduct online auctions for the
sherift’s office, did not respond o
a request for comment.

One attorney representing a
lender to commercial develop-
érs recently notified the city's
law department that he intends
to depose Bilal if he cannot get
ANSWETs.

“l don't know what they're
doing at the sherift s office at this
point.” Potts said. *We're like a vear
behind ™

An Ingquirer analysis in July
found that. in February and March
of this year, the sheriff's office sub-
mitted just 29 deeds for recording,
nearly all of which corresponded to
auctions that took place 200 to 300
days prior.

Bilals staff at the time had
claimed that the numbers were
wrong — “You insist there is a wide-
spread delay, but that is mcorrect,”
spokesperson Teresa Lundy said
in a statement in Julv — but later
backtracked and attributed the
delays 1o an unspecified “sraffing
error”

They announced a plan over the
summer o conduct an audit of all
deeds filed since January 2024,

“Once completed,” Lundy said in
July, “the result of the audit and our
updated policy will be made public.”

Bilal's office has subsequently
not responded o any requests
for information. Attorneys repre-
senting banks and other auction
winners are now being lorced 1o
petition the courts on a case-by-
case hbasis o [y o obiain propercy
deeds for their clients.

“1 teel like I've been robbed,”
said one woman who purchased an
investment property in March and

o

This was from our
savings. It really
bothers me. This
was our first
property that

we purchased,
and we were not
expecting this

to happen.

A woman who bought an
investment prope i y in March

MNeither Sheriff Rochelle Bilal nor Undersheriff Tariq El-Shabazz, the office’s top lawyer, have provided any public explanation for why auction

\
Rochelie BV

winners cannot get deeds to properties. Some have waited up to a year. Bilal's staff said in July it would conduct an audit, but they have since gone
silent. Jose F. Moreno / Staff Photographer

has yet to receive the deed. She
and her hushand, like several other
buyers who have reached out to The
Inguirer this year, requested ano
nymity out of concern that Bilal's
office could retaliate by deliberately
withholding the deeds or cansing
them problems in future auctions.

“This was from our savings,” she
said Thursday of the money they
used to bid on the house, “It really
bothers me. This was our first prop-
erty that we purchased, and we
were nol expecting this to happen.”

In response to guestions from
The Inquirer, Ava Schwemler, a
spokesperson for the city's law
department, provided a one-sen
tence statement on Thursday that
she said was approved by Under-
sheriff Tarig El-Shabazz: “The Law
Department acts as legal counsel
to the Sheriff's Office and therefore
represents the Sheriff's Office in
litigaton.”

Schwemler said the law depart-
meni and the mayor's office had no
additional comment.

Daniel Bernheim, a lawyer who
is suing the eity and Bilal over the
delays and is seeking a systemic
fix, said he had recently received
a “startling™ number of calls and
emails from people and companies
trying to get their deeds after avue-
tlonS — S0Me wWalling up o a year.

“Evervbody has a war story,” Ber-
nheim said “It's crazy”

Property auctions climb,
but deed processing still
lags

Although the sheriff's office has
recently increased the number
of sales it handles each month by
restarting auctions of tax-delin-
guent properties — they had been

on hold for years due to a burean-
eratic dispute — city records show
that the pace of deed processing
has failed to keepup.

In October, for example, only
36 deeds from sheriff sales were
recorded. But the office has already

listed 672 properties for ax or

morigage foreclosure sales next
month. The office is also stll work-
ing through an old backlog with
deeds being recorded this month
for auctions that occurred as far
back as December 2023,

Bernheim, who also serves as a
Lower Merion commissioner, said
the city has not provided any specif-
ics about possible solutions.

*I reallywant to see that this geis
resolved. I requested a seat at the
table, if there really is a table, to get
it done,” Bernheim said."I've had no
response.”

James Leonard, the city's com-
missioner of records, said the
delays are not occurring in his
depariment, which is responsi-
ble for finalizing sales by publicly
recording deeds.

“All deeds, including Sheriff’s
Office deeds, thar are submitted in
recordable form (iLe., in compliance
with state law recording reguire-
ments) are recorded within 25
hours of submittal.” Leonard said
in an email on Tuesday.

Some institutional buyers have
started taking things into theirown
hands.

A subsidiary of lender Lima One
Capital foreclosed on a North Philly
investment property in April 2023,
Alter waiting nearly a year without
waord from the sheriff's office, law-
yers for the firm obtained a court
orderin February, forcing the sher-
iff to process a deed within five
days. (The sheriff finally submitted

a deed 12 days later.)

But smaller buyers can't always
afford legal representation to
obtain a deed. These delays can
be especially costly for investors
who purchase properties with
borrowed money — then have to
continue paying interest on the
loan for months with no property
to show for it

*I'm taking a hit on this. [ used a
home equity line of credit, and I'm
paying for that,” Dave Brown, who
purchased a rowhouse at a sher-
iff sale as a first-time renovation
project, told The Inguirer in June.
He was supposed 1o get the deed
within 60 to 90 days. It ended up
taking seven months.

The problem also affects banks
and other lenders who reclaim
properties that fail to sell at avetion,
and it trickles down to would-be
homeowners who subsequently
enter into contracts o purchase
those properties. Those buyers are
often not willing to wait a year o
settle on a home. Weather damage
can oceur in empty homes.

“I've lost a lot of sales.” said
Helene Lazarus. a real estate agent
who has been hired to resell fore-
closed properties. “People are just
not waiting. Theyre dropping out.”

“We have not seen any improve-
ment, a manager al a capital pro-
vider for construction projects and
investment properties said last
week. He requested anonymity to
protect his clients from possible
retalintion. “In fact, the delays have
worsened over time.... These delays
have a direct bearing on our ability
to sell these properties to provide
additional housing options and
growth for a sorely needed boost
for the city”

The ongoing delays are the
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latest in a series of breakdowns
in the sheriff's office, including
misappropriated funds, lax court-
house security, mishandled domes-
tic-abuse cases, and allegations of
missing guns.

Clayton Pronold, a lawyer who
represenis mortgage servicing
companies, said he has sat on
dozens of properties throughout
the year that would have been
resold if the sheriff’s office would
have recorded the deeds. He said
earlier this month that the problem
hasn't gotten any better.

He gets calls from out-of-state cli-
ents who are unaware of the level
of dvsfunction in the Philadelphia
Sheriff's Office. They think there
is someone he can talk to to move
things along.

“They're saying. ‘Why isn't the
deed recorded™” Pronold said. “And
I'm like, “You don’t understand.™

whender@ inguirer.com and
rbriggs{a inguirer.com
215-854-0209

W whbender89 and rw briges



A6 | CITY & SUBURBS | C

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2024

NEWS

in I]LHF‘“E =G0 TS

Hezbollah bombards Israel for Beirut strikes

Some of the rockets fired
from Lebanon struck Tel
Avivin the heart of Israel.
By Kareem Chehayeb

and Tia Goldenberg

Associated Press

BEIRUT — Hezbollah fired about
250 rockets and other projectiles
into Israel on Sunday, wounding
seven people in one of the mil-
itant group’s heaviest barrages
in months, in response to deadly
[sraeli strikes in Beirut while nego-
tintors pressed on with cease-fire
eftorts to halt the all-out war,

Some of the rockets reached the
Tel Aviv area in the heart of Israel.

Meanwhile, an Israeli strike on
an army center killed a Lebanese
soldier and wounded 18 others in
the southwest between Tyre and
Nagoura, Lebanon's military said.
The Israeli military expressed
regret, sayving that the strike
occurred in an area of combat
against Hezbollah and that the
military's operations are directed
solely against the militants.

Israell strikes have killed over 40
Lebanese troops since the start of
the war between lsrael and Hezbol
lah. even as Lebanon's military has
largely kept to the sidelines.

Lebanon's caretaker prime min
ister, Najib Mikarti. condemned the
latest strike as an assoault on US.-
led cease-fire efforts, calling it a
“direct. bloody message rejecting
all efforts and ongoing contacts™ to
end the war.

Hezbollah fires 250
rockets in retaliation

Hezbollah began firing rockets,
missiles, and drones into Israel
after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack
out of the Gaza Strip ignited the
war there. Hezbaollah has portrayed
the attacks as an act of solidarity
with the Palestinians and Hamas.
[ran supports both armed groups.

Israel launched retaliatory
airstrikes at Hezbollah, and in

An lsraeli bomb squad policeman carries the remains of a rocket that was fired from Lebanon in Kibbutz Kfar
Blum, northern Israel, on Sunday. Ohad Zwigenberg /AP

September the low-level conflict
erupied into all-our war as Israel
launched airstrikes across large
paris of Lebanon and killed Hezbol
lah's top leader, Hassan Nasrallah.

The Israeli military said about
2350 projectiles were fired Sunday,
with some intercepred

Israel’'s Magen David Adom
rescue service said it treated
s¢éven people. including a 60-year-
old man in severe condition from
rocket fire on northern Israel. a
23-vear-old man who was lightly
wounded by a blast in the central
city of Petah Tikva, near Tel Aviv,
and a 70-vear-old woman who sul-
fered smoke inhalation from a car
that caught fire there. In Haifa, a
rocket hit a residential building
that police said was in danger of
collapsing

The Palestine Red Crescent
reported 13 injuries it said were
caused by an interceptor mis-
sile that struck several homes
in Tulkarem in the West Bank. It

was unclear whether injuries and
damage were caused by rockets or
interceptors.

Sirens wailed again in central
and northern Israel hours later.

Israeli airstrikes without warn-
ing on Saturday pounded central
Beirut, killing at least 29 people
and wounding 67, according to
Lebanon's Health Minisory.

smoke billowed above Beirut
again Sunday with new strikes.
Israel’s military said it targeted
Hezbollah command centers in
the southern suburbs of Dahiyeh,
where the militants have a strong
presence.

Israeli attacks have killed more
than 3,700 people in Lebanon,
according to the Health Ministry.
The fighting has displaced about
1.2 million people, or a quarter of
Lebanon’s population.

On the Israeli side, about 90
soldiers and nearly 50 civilians
have been killed by bombardment
in northern [srael and in bartle

following Israel’s ground invasion
in early October. Around 60,000
Israelis have been displaced from
the couniry’s north.

EU envoy calls for
pressure to reach a truce

The European Union's top dip-
lomat called Sunday for more
pressure on Israel and Hezbollah
to reach a deal, saying one was
“pending with a final agreement
from the Israeli government.” ULS.
envoy Amos Hochstein was in the
region last week

Josep Borrell spoke after meet-
ing with Mikati and Lebanese
Parliament speaker Nabih Berri, a
Hezbollah ally who has been medi-
ating with the group. Borrell said
the EU is ready o allocate 200 mil-
lion euros ($208 million) to assist
the Lebanese military.

But Borrell later said that he did
not “see the Israeli government
interested clearly in reaching an

agreement for a cease-fire” and
that it seemed Israel was seeking
new conditions. He pointed to
Israel’s refusal to accept France
as a member of the international
committee that would oversee the
cease-fire’s implementation.

The emerging agreement would
pave the way for the withdrawal
of Hezbollah militants and Israeli
troops from southern Lebanon
below the Litani River in accor-
dance with the U.N. Security
Council resolution that ended the
monthlong 2006 war. Lebanese
troops would patrol with the pres-
ence of UN. peacekeepers.

One year since the only
hostage-release deal

With 1alks for a cease-fire and hos-
tage release deal in Gaza stalled,
freed hostages and families of
those held marked a vear since the
war's only hostage-release deal.

“It's hard to hold on to hope, cer
tainly after so long and as another
winter is about to begin,” said Yifat
Laller, cousin of Shiri Bibas, whois
held along with her husband and
WO YOUNE SONS.

Around 100 hostages are still in
Gaza, at least a third believed o be
dead. Most of the rest of the 230
who were abducted in the Oet. 7,
2023, Hamas attack were released
in last year's cease-fire.

Talks for another deal recently
had several setbacks, including
the firing of Israeli Defense Min-
ister Yoav Gallant, who pushed for
a deal, and Qatar’s decision to sus
pend its mediation. Hamas wants
Israel to end the war and withdraw
all troops from Gaza. Israel has
offered only to pause its offensive.

The Palestinian death toll from
the war surpassed 44,000 this
week, according 1o Gaza's Health
Ministry, which does not distin-
guish between civilians and com
batants in its eount.

On Sunday, six people were
killed in sirikes in central Gaza,
according to AP journalists at
Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir
al-Balah.
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A proposal for development near stadiums

A site near Live! Casino
and Hotel would have six
buildings, including 1,367
residential units and an
entertainment complex.

By Jake Blomgart
Seall Wriner

A mammoth new development is
being planned in South Philadel-
phia’s stadium district, featuring
gix buildings, 1,367 residential
units, an office tower, and an enter-
tainment complex.

The proposal, from intérnaronal
development group Hines, would
be built just to the east of the Live!
Casino and Hotel. on land owned by
Mark Nicoletti’s Philadelphia Sub-
urban Development Corporation

(PSDC). Until recently it was occu-
pied by Parx Casino's South Phil-
adelphia Race & Sportshook and
Packer Avenue Foods.

“Hines, an international real
estate firm ... has a history of devel-
oping best-in-class communities
and great spaces in Philadelphia,
and their desire to build a multi-
million-dollar project in the sporis
stadium distriet is exciting,” said
City Council President Kenyatta
Johnson, who had legislation intro
duced 1o enable the project.

“The collective partnership
between Hines and PSDC ... will
finally give Philadelphia an oppor-
tunity to live, work, and play in the
stadium district,” Johnson said.

PSDC is a major landholder
in Philadelphia and owns many
parcels across the city. Neither
Nicoletti nor his zoning lawver

- SEE DEVELOPMENT OM AR
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The site that included the former South Philadelphia Race & Sportsbook on Pﬂuﬂwwb‘mul

nlwmlg‘ldlvﬂnpm-ﬂfurﬂurtulimn complax area. Jake Blumgart / Staff

At som
shorta

By Hannah Fiegler

and Shannon Najmabadi
Washinzion Posi

While most grocery prices have
stabilized this vear. one supermar-
ket staple keeps getting pricier and
tougher to track down: eggs.

[t was frustrating to shoppers at
a Trader Joe's in a neighborhood
of Washington, D.C., one day lasi
week as they walked past an empty
refrigerator case with a sign that
read: “Temporarily out of eggs.

One customer, Donella Brock-
ington, worried that she wouldn't
have eges to bake for Thanksgiv-
ing. *I hate going to grocery stores,
s0 when [ go and | can't get what |
want, it's unpleasant,” she said.

Not too far away, at a Whole Foods
Market, only duck eggs. quail eges,
and organic pasture-raised eggs
were available. A sign informed
shoppers that the store was limit-
ing egg purchases to three cartons
per customer. “We are currently
experiencing difficulty sourcing
egrs that meet our striet animal
welfare standards.” it said.

Eges have vanished trom many
U.S. grocery shelves in recent
weeks, sparking consumer fears
that a shortage could coincide with
the holiday season. Egg production
in the United States dropped 2.6%
in October from a year ago and is
projected to decline 1% in 2024
compared to 2023, the U, Depart-
ment of Agriculture reported
recently.

The most recent shortage has a
familiar culprit: bird fiu.

A devastating outhreak of highly
pathogenic bird flu first hit birds in
the US. in February 2022 and has
since impacted more than 108 mil-
lion poultry in 48 states, according
to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

Outbreaks in Utah. Washing-
ton state, and Oregon last month
resulted in the loss of 2.8 million
birds and forced the USDA to
reduce its egg production esti-
mates for the end of 2024 and start
af 2025. More hens are dying from
avian fhu, and the remaining flock
isn't growing fast enough to com-
pensate, the USDA said.

“Bird flu is by far the biggest
factor involved with egg prices,”
said Bernt Nelson, an economist at
the American Farm Bureau Feder-
ation. “As bird flu comes and goes.
our egg prices ride the wave.”

Shrinking numbers of hens for
the last two yvears have left retail-
ers scrambling — and egg prices
climbing. The average price for
a dozen large eges was $3.37 in
October — up 30.4% from the same
month last vear — but lower than
September’s average of 53.82. Egg
prices have risen more than any
other consumer staple in the last
year and far outpaced last month's
overall food inflation level of 2.1%.

The USDA said in its release
that it expects the price of eggs
to increase in late 2024 and early
2025, meaning high costs could

OTOCEIY Stores, ege

es amid surge 1n bird tlu

<
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In some areas of the country, an increase in avian flu is leading to egg shortages in many stores. The

prb-fwadn-ﬂ:mm
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in October — up 30.4% from the same month last year — but lower than September’s average of $3.B2. Haven Daley /AP

plague consumers into the new
year. The challenge with avian flu
is that it keeps changing and mutat-
ing — and aslong as it stays unpre-
dictable, the outbreak will weigh on
supply and drive price volatility,
Nelson said.

Avian flu usually spreads most in
the fall and spring as wild birds like
turkevs, ducks, geese. and swans
migrate for the season. These
birds can easily carry the disease
between farms and infeet both
backyard and commercial flocks.

Any seasonal infection uptick
usually stays isolated to the Mid-
west. But this fall, more birds
migrated through the Pacifie
region, worsening outbreaks on the
West Coast, Nelson said.

Egg supply last faced a massive
disruption in late 20222 and early
2023, where the average cost for
a dozen eggs surged to a record
54.82 during the initial outhreak of
the current avian flu strain. While
prices won't hit such records this
fall, consumers can expect a slight
tightening ol egg supply through

the holiday season. said Emily
Metz, the chief executive and pres-
ident of the American Egg Board,
which markeis and promotes eggs
and egg products.

“This is a virus that is very wily,”
Metz said. “It affects farms regard-
less of production, style, shape,
size, and whether it's cage-free or
conventional or pasture-raised.”

The cost of cage-free

Increased feed, labor, ranspor-
tation. and packaging costs have
also contributed to the death of the
g9-cent carton of eggs, Metz said.

Still, consumer egg demand
is typically stable despite price
changes and for now is holding up.
Through October, ege sales are up
4.6% year-on-year, according to the
American Egw Board. citing Niel-
senl() data.

Egg demand usually surges
before the holidays, but as prices
rise at the end of this year. the USDA
said it expects “a level of consumer
resistance to current shelf prices.”

Al some stores, eges are harder
to find because of cage-free speci
heanons, which prohibit egg-laving
hens from being confined to cages.
This change is especially visible at
stores like Trader Joe's and Whole
Foods. both of which have made
sirides 1o go cage-free.

More than a dozen states have
implemented or are set to enact
cage-free requirements — with
the catch that they limit the pool
of potential egg suppliers they can
use, Nelson said.

Many recent avian fhu outbreaks
have happened in cage-free states,
which have a harder time making
up for lost egg production because
they have to source all eggs from
cage-free facilities, even when
importing eges from another state,
Metz said.

Avian flu has had an outsize
impact on cage-free hens because
they have more free movement,
which generally makes them more
susceptible to disease, Nelson said.
Less than half of LS. hen flocks are
cage-{ree, yet they account for more

than 60 percent of those impacted
by avian flu. Infection slows a hen's
egg production if it doesn't kill the
bird first. and infected focks are
typically euthanized to avoid fur-
ther spread.

Because of the virus' impact,
farmers are limited in the number
of cage-free eges they can produce
to meet demand The USDA says the
U.S. would need to produce 66.7
billion cage-free eges each vear
to meet full demand, which would
require 2214 million cage-free
hens. But right now, there are only
106.6 million cage-free hens. leav-
ing a shortage of 114.8 million hens.

Stll, eurrent USDA data on chick
hatches is encouraging and sug-
gests egg production will rebound
early next vear. Nelson said. mean-
ing there are “replacements in the
pipeline” thatwill help compensate
for this season’s drop in production.

“Any shortages that people
are experiencing are going o be
intermittent.” Metz said. “To the
consumers looking for eges: Don't
panic.”
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McDonald’s to expand value menu in January

By Dee-Ann Durbin

Associated Press

McDonald’s will expand its US.
value menu early next year as it
continues to try to win back infla-
HON-Weary cusiomers.

Starting Jan. 7. the burger chain
will let customers who buy one full-
priced item from a specified value
menu to get another item on that
menu for §1. Items on the menu
include a Sausage MeMuftin, hash
browns, a McChicken sandwich,
and small fries.

MecDonald’s will also continue
to offer its $5 Meal Deal through
next summer. That deal was intro
duced in June and, in September,
extended through the end of this
year. The company, which is based
in Chicago, said it will also continue
to offer local specials and in-app
deals like free drinks

McDonalds $5 Meal Deal offerin
the summer was matched by other
fast-food restauranis.As grocery

Starting Jan. 7, MeDonald's will let customers who buy one full-priced item from a specified value menu to get
another item on that menu for $1. Jenny Kane /AP

price inflation has eased, McDon-
ald’s says it has seen more diners
shifting to eaning at home instead

of going out. In October, prices
for food eaten away from home
were up 3.8% from the prior vear,

while prices for food eaten at home
were up L1%, according to the US.
FOVErnment.

Development

- CONTINUED FROM A7
responded to reguests for com-
ment. Hines declined to comment.

Johnson, whose district includes
the site just northeast of Citizens
Bank Park. had a bill introduced on
MNov. 14 that would change the site's
roning from allowing only indus-
trial businesses to a category that
would allow dense residential and
commercial development.

The bill would also create an
overlay — essentially a patch on
the zoning code to create hyperlo-
cal rule iweaks — to allow changes
that wouldn't otherwise be allowed
under the new zoning, like “assem
bly and entertainment” uses and
roof decks on a nonresidential
building. Those overlay provisions
will expire within two years of the
bill becoming law if zoning permits
have not been issued ar the site,
which includes about half the land
south of Packer Avenue toward Pat-
tison Avenue between Darien and

parking spaces in the base of the
gix buildings. A “"restaurant and
entertainment complex” would
include much of the 63,004} square
feet of dining space. And 125,000
square feet of retail would be
spread among the buildings. Four
ol the six buildings would be largely
residential.

“This would create a mixed-use
neighborhood that would provide
amenities to support itself, as well
as those visiting the sports com-
plex.” said Dan Farrell, a municipal
transporiation planner, during a
presentation 1o the Philadelphia
Planning Commission on Thursday
afternoon.

At the Thursday meeting. com-
missioners seemed confused
about the intent of the legislation’s
sunset clause. While the overlay for
the project would sunset after two

years if the project does not seécure

permits, it appears that the change
from indusirial to mixed-use resi

“The ronming change wouldn't be
contingent on this project,” said
Dawn Summerville of the Com-
meree Department, who sits on the
Planning Commission, at the meet-
ing. “So realistically, anything else
could be built besides this with the
new changes.”

This form of so-called spot zoning
— altering land-use rules to benefit
a single project — is frowned upon
in urban-planning best practices,

as it can create the appearance of

impropriety. If a politician or plan-
ner alters the land-use rules on just
oné property. it can juice the value
ofthe land in 8 manner that benefits
the property owner.

Johnson's sunset clause appears
to address such concerns, although
his office did not respond (o a ques-
ticn about its intent

And although Philadelphia’s
zoning code reform of 2012 was

meant to reduce the practice of

spot zoning in the city, itisstill a

comes at a ume of renewed arten-
tion to the stadium complex area,
as the 76ers attempt to move to a
proposed arena in Center City.

The owner of their current home
at the Wells Fargo Center, Comeast
Spectacor, has unveiled ambitious
plans to the west of the PSDC site to
develop an even larger $2.5 billion
housing and entértainment project

At present, their plans have been
manifest in only a renovation and
expansion of the Xfinity Live! bar.
But the company, which also owns
the Flyers, says it plans to trans-
{orm the sea of parking lots around
the stadiums.

T'he Hines and P5SDUC project
could complement those ambitions.

“The project will create jobs and
important economic development

.. and will serve as the catalyst for
the stadium district as it begins to
transform,” Johnson said.

IN THE KNOW

TREASURY ALICTIONS

d-week bills. Nov. 7. 3-month, 6-month
bills. Nov. 25 1-year bills. Nov, 765 2-year
notes, Nov. 25; 3-year notes, Dec. 1; G-year
notes, Nov. 26; T-year notes, Mov, 77:10-
year noles, Dec. 11 30-year bonds. Dec. 12:
S~year TIPS, Dec. 1 10-year TIPS, Nov. 71
BUSINESS CALENDAR

COMING UP

Lunch With the City's Leaders, Karen
Dougherty Buchholr, exscutive wce presicent,
administration, Comcast Corp., and chair
Philadedphia Convention & Visitors Bureau. Led
by: Gregp Caren, president and CED Phifadelphia
Convention and Visitors Buresu | PHLCVE),
Location: Mussum of the American Revolution,
T015. Third St Philadelphia, Pa. 190006, Register
at centercitybusiness.org or 115-245- TT66.
Space limited. Reservations and prepayment
required. Inchedes hors doeuvres, presentalion,
Q&A, networking, $60 CCBA members, §70
CCBA partners, $80 non-CCBA members. Jan,
22. TS5 am-E30 pm.

BANKRUPTCIES

PENNSYLVAMIA

Paw Chiabs LLC, 543 Tith Ave., Prospect Park:
Chapter T: no summaries isted.

NEW JERSEY

No fistings.

Sowrces: Legal Intelligencer and LS. Bankruptoy
Court N

INSIDER TRANSACTIONS

wecirites trotes recently reporied fo the
Securities ond Exchange Comméssion by
offcers, dinectors, and principol shoreholders
of corporations bosed or having sirable
employment in the Philndelphio area. Titkes are
a5 reporiad to the SEC.

AIM Immuno Tech Inc.

Thormas K Equels, chief executive officer,
purchased 600 shares at 3008 on Now 20,
and mow directly owns 1,552,568 shares.
Dorman Products Inc.

Donna M. Long, chief technalogy offcer, sold
3,777 shares at $134.79 on Nov. 15, and now
directly owns 20,126 shares.

InterDigital Inc.

Joshua 0. Schmidt, officer, sold 140 shares at
$1B2.19 on Now. 19, and now directly own 24138
shares,

J&.J Snack Foods Corp.

Manjorie Roshiofl, direcior, sodd 625 shares at
$158.70 to $165.67 on Nov. 15, and now directly
ownis 3807 493 shares.

Johnson Controls International PLC
George AL (liver. chief executive oficer, sal
TI0,516 shares at 384,60 on Nov. 1, and now
directly owns 1,467,240 shares.

Marc Yandiepenbeeck, chiel Bnancial offcer,
sodd 186 shares at $E361 on Now. 11, and now
directly owns 83,353 shares.

Seventh Streets dential and commercial develop- common practice in City Council. Jhlumgart{(@ingquirer.com
The project would include 1,234  ment would remain. The Hines and PSDC project W jblumgart
1
HEADEHS CHOICE STOCI{S AND FU NDS
mrﬂw& ot Busnesshewsgphiiynens.oom ! io Th adelphia Inguirer, Business News Department. P B 7788, Philadeiphis. Pa |
L | LR H | | 1 t L |
Sanck Lot Chyg | | - ; ; : | -
: e - . | s . . : |
~a 58 : g .' g i | Bew
= e Clasetridge Fidelity Select . LT .
R s .i Colamb : w gt o , i e = T MetWest
i [y 7 M e ; Fmicd . = ey =N ¥ T L) i
ot 7T K f ir e [T 4 ik I PMICE Thard fweme e
mm_r"_'_" CLLNWARE =t B L i diraz Headesson . e it HE ¥ il
E‘l = g | 4 - o % . = m : .
ri it 3 AL i . ] fiE = I Moneer "
sl Faen f " | - Jaha Hancech —
Y " 2 r fallen ¥ W t M
'__ Dol bren Wil L e Prutrnam ok 7
A L= l:. ¥ | I. -.-. ; 5T il st [F TR ol '_-. ’ i I : :
— . e . - .. . | e :;h;il. % - E % "
T 3 + i#h PR ¥ & -1
m L1 i o T i . i
! I E r BFS sl } 2 . }
o 4 . ) ; IHarbor |. - Pl : : : 5
Artisan_ S—— | 3 - esreng - : ' :
f 1 - i X L} -
BNY Melon " v | : v ;
e il i ’ e - [ & !“h_- 3 e L
Beacufloch Faiehdy Fidwlity Rehwivar I ! - " -
kb . i) 1 Miveea iy ' A
. i : i - p _. il 4 .
- = '.I N - L= § = i + & m



THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2024

C | CITY & SUBURBS | *A9

NEWS

MHINWYS

ITFC LI M. C o

Black voters

+ CONTINUED FROM A1
perform better in Black precincts.
Meizghborhoods throughout

West Philadelphia and parts of

North Philadelphia saw the largest
drop invoter mrnout, which mostly
meant fewer votes for Democrats.
In three of the top five mostly Black
precinets where turnout fell, Trump
increased his share of votes with-
out actually garnering more votes
himself.

In Mill Creek, 210 fewer ballots
were cast. There, Trumps vote
share increased from 2.9% 1o 5%,
up 67 votes from 2020.

several residents shopping in
the neighborhood sugeesied one
eason they didn't vote was distrust
of the government; they felt like the
fix was in. They also pointed to con-
cerns about ransgender rights and
Harris' racial identity — two social
issues over which the Republican

‘arty attacked Harris — which they
said kept them from voting Demo-
crat or engendered them to Trump.

"l don't think the citizens deter
mine who's gonna be in office at all
s0 | just don't waste my time,” said
Cequora Jones, 34

Jones has never voted, and said
neither candidate persuaded herto
g0 (o the polls. Bur: I | would have
voted.” she said. T probably would
have voted for Trump.” Jones cited
social issues. like disapproval of
unisex bathrooms, as a “good point™
for Trump.

Evervine Brown, 31. hasn't voted
since 2012 when she helped elect
former President Barack Obama.
she said she sat out this election
despite loved ones urging her to
rote for Harris,

“1 felr like I didn't want to vote
for her because [ really don't know
her like that,” Brown said. she ques-
tioned Harris' race. a point raised
by Trump and parroted by conser
varves o discredit Harris among
Black voters. Harris' fatheris Jamai
can and her mother was Indian

Neither Jones nor Brown was
surprised Trump won. Nor was Ste-
phen Waters, who voted for the vice
president.

“She kind of got thrown into the
race by default when Biden got

sick.” said Waters, 30, of Harris can-
didacy, “and Trump's been around
for quite a long tme. 50 even if he's
not very popularwith people, ...alot
of common people didn't knowwho
Kamala was.

Until official voter rolls are
released, typically several weeks
after an election. it's difficult o
parse out how voting behaviors
differed by gender on the pre
cinct-level. In Pennsylvania how-
ever, 26% of Black men, more than a
guarter, voied for lrumpaccording
to exit polling that surveys voters
as they're leaving the polls. Seven
[y-two percent voted for Harns. In
contrast. only 3% of Black women
in Pennsylvania voted for the
Hepublican.

Trump's support among Black
men in Pennsylvania was higher
than the national average, where
21% of Black men voted for the
Hepublican. It's also a stagger
ing leap in support for the presi-
dent-elect compared with 2020,
when exit polling found Trump
garneréd support from just 10% of
Black men in Pennsylvania,

Black men who voted for Trump
locally offered a numberof reasons
they believe he grew his vote share
in the city, from perceprions of an
ineffective Democratic Party to
inflation to Immigration.

Carnel Harley, 51, the GOP leader
of the 13th Ward, said Trump's sign-
ing of a bipartisan criminal justice
reform law called the First Step Act,
which shortens federal sentences
and seeks [0 IMprove prison con
ditions, helped Black America. He
added that Harris' ties to President
Joe Biden's administragtion harmed
her reputation.

“What has the past administra
tion done for the Black commu-
nity besides [Juneteenth].” Harley
asked.

John MeAuley, 36, is a delivery
truck driver and conservative pod
caster. He said his top priorities
when choosing a president were
decreasing inflation and curbing
IImigranon.

“l think Black men chose policy
this time instead of race, and they
stopped listening 1o mainsiream

Voter Turnout Was Down
In Majority-Black Neighborhoods

Voter turnout in Philadelphia's majority-Black

precincts declined from 65% in 2020 to :
62.7% this year, lagging the rest of the city. F .- "
The highest drop in turnout was in West Philly, '

where one precinct saw a 14% decline and

163 fewer votes cast

st
" s
F s "'H..,.
i T,
L M
& e
ey
l. ¥
b
|
i
"
& .
-1| &
I-'
A
%
.
\
e 3
e %
I 1
i/ 1
| I}

[ e ¥
N
r
—\.__.-__.' —ad

-I
.'\_
-" 4 i J
-l
e
: O
-r.’
l_." N
] —
[
r
F
o
o
i
i
-

Percentage-point
shift in turnout,
2020-24

| -H T DR

Figures were last updated on MNow 22, and do not inclede 2.4 75 ballots the city

reported as counbod, buk withoul a valid slechon precinct.

media and siarted getting a lot of
their information through X said
McAuley, of Mount Airy.
Economic experts have saild
Trump’s two biggest proposals,
widespread tariffs and mass depor
ation of undocumented mmi
grants, would be inflationary. When
asked about the fact that experis
said mass deportation would likely
lead to inflation. MeAuley said it's
also a matter of national security.
Shawn Gamble Jr. said sociocul-
tural issues could have influenced
more Black men to cast a ballot for
Trump or influenced Black voters
to sit out the election in general
Gamble, who vored for Trump and

15 an officer with the Black Con
servative Federation. said a family
member who did not vote at all
flagged a conservative ad bashing
Harris' support for trransgender
individuals.

*The fact that that was the hrst
thing she told me when [ talked to
her, I was like, “‘Wow. that stuck.™
Gamble, 26, said. *So0 it could've
been the whole social and culture
wWar.

He also said anxieties about the
economy and immigration helped
Trump. Gamble, who 1s from Logan
and has lived in Reading since 2016,
said Trump's outreach to voters of
color, and Black voters specifically,

is unigue.

“When | first started out. it was
not this diverse,” Gamble said of the
Republican Party. "And to see how it
has grown, it's beautiful”

This election showed people
don't necessarily vote based on
policy, said Timothy Welbeck. the
director at Temple University's
Center for Anti-Racism.

“Much of this election was noi
decided by policy and potential
solutions because if you listen
closely 1o President-elect Trump's
rallies and statements, he offered
very little policy proposals.” Wel
beck said

“In many ways, the electorate
demonstrated that what they say
they want from their elected offi-
cials is not necessarily the same
thing that theywill select when they
step into the voting booth,” Welbeck
added later.

D’'Andra Orey, who studies Black
political attitudes and is a proles-
sor of political science at Jackson
State University, said Black people
distrust the political establishment,
and Trump's positioning of himself
as a political outsider helped the
Republican candidare.

Orey studies intraracial atti
mdes — ar Black attitudes abou
Black people — and said internal-
ized racism worked together with
sexism to push Black men away
from Harris.

“From the mammy, to the Jezebel,
1o the Sapphire,.” he said. “all the dil-
ferent stereotypes that are associ
ated with Black women, all of these
impact people’s attitudes toward
Black women.”

Urey and Welbeck repearedly
noted that Black men still over-
whelmingly supported Harris,

"1 think most postelection anal-
ysis has shied away from the fact
that President-elect Trump's rhet
orie, messaging. and propaganda
appealed to about half of the white
population in this nation,” said Wel
beck. “Ultmately it distills down 1o
that”

ljones{@inguirer.com and
Imulvey{@inguirer.com
W bae lay

Israel says rabbi who went
missing in the UAE was killed

By Tia Goldenberg
and Jon Gambrell

Associnted Press

TEL AVIV, Israel Israel
sa1d Sunday that the body of
an Israeli-Moldovan rabbi
who went missing in the
United Arab Emirates has
been found after he was
killed in what it described as
a “helnous antisemitie terror
incident.”

The UAE's Interior Min
istry later said authorities
arrested three suspects
involved in the killing of Zvi

A man walks past Rimon Market, a
managed by the late Rabbi Zvi Kogan, in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates, on Sunday. Jon Gambrell

“a

kosher grocery store

AP

Kogan

The statement from Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanya
hu's office said Israel “will
act with all means to seek
justice with the eriminals
responsible for his death”
Israeli authorities did not
cay how they determined the
killing of Kogan was a terror
attack and offered no addi
tional details

Kogan, 28, an ultraortho-
dox rabbi who went missing
on Thursday. ran a kosher
grocery store in the futur
istic city of Dubai, where
Israelis have flocked for
commerce and tourism
since the two countries
forged diplomatic ties in the
20020 Abraham Accords.

I'he agreement has held
through more than a vear
of soaring regional tensions
unleashed by Hamas' Oct. 7.
20023, attack into southern
Israel. But Israel's devas
tating retaliatory offensive

in Gaza and its invasion of

Lebanon, after months of
fighting with the Hezbollah
militant group, have stoked
anger among Emirats, Arab
nationals and others living
in the UAE

Iran, which supports
Hamas and Hezbollah, has
also been threatening to
retaliate against Israel after
a wave of airstrikes Israel
carried outr in October in
réesponse to an lranian bal-
listic missile attack.

The Emirati government
did not respond to a request
for comment. However.
senior Emiran diplomat
Anwer Gargash wrote on

the social platform X in
Arabic on Sunday that “the
UAE will remain a home of
safety. an oasis of stability.
a society of tolerance and
coexisience and a hencon
ol development, pride and
advancement.”

Earlyon Sunday, the LUAE's
state-run WAM news agency
acknowledged Kogan's dis
appearance but pointedly
did not acknowledge he held
Israeli citizenship, referring
o him only as being Moldo-
van. The Emirati Interior
Ministry described Kogan
as being “"missing and our of
contact.”

T'ne ministiry later said
that three “perpetrators™
had been arrested “in record
nme” without giving addi-
tional details.

Netanyahu told a regu
lar Cabinet meeting later
Sunday that he was “deeply
shocked™ by Kogan's disap
pearance and death. He said
he appreciated the coopera-
tion of the UAE 1n the iInvestl
gation and thar ties between
the two countries would con-
nnue o be strengthened.

Israel also again warned
agninst all nonessential
travel to the Emirates alter
Kogan's killing.

“There is concern that
there is still a threat against
Israelis and Jews in the
Areg, ogovernmeni warning
issued Sunday said.

Kogan was an emissary
of the Chabad Lubavitch
movement, a prominent and
highly observant branch of
pltraorthodox  Judaism
based in Brooklyn's Crown

Heights neighborhood in
New York City. It said he
woulld be buried in Israel.

“The targeting of Rabbi
Kognn was an attempt o
destroy the sacred Jewish
values that he represented:
light, goodness and kind
ness, the movement said
“No country, no comimm-
nity, no soclery can afford
the loss of these sustaining
values”

The UAE has a burgeon
ing Jewish community, with
synagogues and businesses
catenng to kosher diners

The Rimon Market, a
kosher grocery store that
rogan managed on Dubai's
busy Al Wasl Road. was shut
Sunday. As the wars have
rotled the region, the store
has been the target of online
protesis Dy sUupporters of
the Palestinians. Meruzahs
on the front and back doors
of the market appeared 1o
have been ripped off when
an Associated Press journal
Ist stopped by on Sunday.

Kogan's wile, Rivky, is a
U.S. citizen who lived with
him n the UAE. She is the
niece of Rabbi Gavriel
Holtzberg. who was killed
inthe 2008 Mumbai attacks

The UAE is an autocratic
federation of seven sheikh
doms on the Arabian Pen-
insula and is also home to
Abu Dhabi. Local Jewish
afficials in the UAE declined
L0 comment.

While the lsraeli state
ment did not mention Iran,
Iranian intelligence ser
vices have carried oul past
kidnappings in the UAE

Exclusive AMA

with Craig LaBan!

RSVP for a special subscriber-only event

On Dec. 5, join Philly's top food critic for a virtual
AMA (Ask Me Anything) event! Hear the stories

behind his Top 10 restaurants of 2024, ask your

questions, and connect with Philly's food scene,

Scan now to reserve your
spot and submit questions
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Black women rethink political

Dismayed by the outcome
of the presidential
election, many of them
say they're reassessing
their historical
enthusiasm for politics.

By Kenya Hunter

Associnted Press

ATLANTA — As she checked into a
recent Hight to Mexico for vacation,
Teja Smith chuckled at the idea of
joining another Women's March on
Washington.

As a Black woman, she just
couldn’t see hersell helping to rep-
licate the largest act of resistance
against then-President Donald
Trump’s first term in January 2017,
Even in an election this year where
Trump questioned his opponent’s
race, held rallies featuring racist
insults and falsely claimed Black
migrants in Ohio were eating res-
idents” pets, he didn't just win a
second term. He became the first
Republican in two decades 1o
clinch the popular vote, although
by a small margin.

“It's like the people have spoken
and this is what America looks like,”
said Smith, the Los Angeles-based
founder of the advocacy social
media agency, Get Social. “And
there's not (oo much more fghnng
that you're going to be able to do
without losing your own sanity.”

After Trump was declared the
winner over Democratic Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris, many politi-
cally engaged Black women said
they were so dismayed by the out-
come that they were reassessing
— bur not completely abandoning
— their enthusiasm for electoral
politics and movement organizing.

Black women often carry much
of the work of getting out the vote
in their communites. They had
vigorously supported the historic
candidacy of Harris, who would
have been the first woman of Black
and South Asian descent to win the
presidency.

Harris' loss spurred a wave of

Black women across social media
resolving to prioritize themselves,
before giving so much 1o 8 COUNIry
that over and over has shown its
indifference to their concerns.

AP VoreCast, a survey of more
than 120,000 voters, found that 6
in 10 Black women said the future of
democracy in the United States was
the single most important factor for
their vote this year, a higher share
than forotherdemographic groups.
But now, with Trump set to return
fo affice in two months, some
Black women are renewing calls
to emphasize rest, focus on mental
health, and become more selective
about what fight they lend their
Organizing power to.

“America is going to have (o save
herself” said LaTosha Brown, the
cofounder of the national voting
rghts group Black Voters Manter.

She compared Black women's
presence In social Justce move
ments as “core strategists and
core organizers” to the North Star,
known as the most consistent
and dependable star in the galaxy
because of its seemingly fixed posi
tion in the sky. People can rely on
Black women to lead change, Brown

organizerrole

Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris hold their fists in the air in unison after she delivered a concession
speech after the 2024 presidential election on Nov. 6 on the campus of Howard University in Washington. Jacquelyn Martin /AP

said, but the next four vears will
look different

“That's not a herculean task
that’s forus. We don't want that title.
. 1 have no goals to be a martyr for
a nation that cares nothing about
me, she said.

AP VoteCast paints a clear pie-
ture of Black women's concerns.

Black female voters were most
likely o say that democracy was
the single most important factor
for their vote, compared to other
motivators such as high prices or
abortion. More than 7 in 10 Black
female voters said they were “very
concerned” that electing Trump
would lead the nation toward
authoritarianism, while only about
2 in 10 said this about Harris.

About 9 in 10 Black female voters
supporteéd Harris in 2024, accord-
ing to AP VoteCast, similar 1o the
share that backed Democrat Joe
Biden in 2020, Trump received sup-
port from more than halfl of white
voters, who made up the vast major
ity ol his coalition in both years.

Olivia Gordon, shown in Yonkers, N.Y., on Saturday, I.I.rl.'ll‘- WOorries

Like voters overall. Black women
were most likely to say the economy
and jobs were the most important
issues facing the country, with
about one-third saying that. But
they were more likely than many
other groups to say that abortion
and racism were the op Issues,
and much less likely than other
groups (o say immigration was the
1op issue

Despite those concerns,
which were well-voiced by Black
women throughout the campaign,
increased support from young men
of color and white women helped
expand Trump's lead and secured
his victory.

Politically engaged Black women
said they dont plan to continue
positioning themselves in the

vertebrae of the “hackbone”™ of

Americas democracy. The grow-
ing movement prompting Black
women o withdraw is a shift from
history, where they are often pres-
ent and at the foretront of political
and social change

oy Wl

about who will be left behind if Black women stop advoeating. Stofan

Jeremiah /AP

One of the earliest examples is
the womens sufirage movement
that led wo ratibication in 1920 of the
19th Amendment to the Constitu
tion, which gave women the right (o
vote. Black women, however. were
prevented from voting for decades
afterward becanse of Jim Crow-era
literacy tests, poll taxes, and laws
that blocked the grandchildren
of slaves from voting Most Black
women couldn't vote until the
Voung Rights Act of 1965.

Black women were among the
organizers and counted among
the marchers brutalized on the
Edmund Pettus Bridge in Ala-
bama, during the historic march in
1965 from Selma to Montgomery
that preceded federal legislation.
Decades later, Black women were
prominent organizers of the Black
Lives Matter movement in response
to the deaths of Black Americans at
the hands of police and vigilantes

In his 2024 campaign, Trump
called for leveraging federal money
1o eliminate diversity. equity, and
inclusion programs in government
and discussions of race, gender, or
sexual orientation in schools. His
rhetoric on immigration, includ
ing false claims thar Black Haitian
immigrants in Springheld. Ohio.
were eating cats and dogs, drove
support tor his plan o deport mil-
lions of people.

Tenita Taylor, a Black resident of
Atlanta who supported Tramp this
vear, said she was initially excited
about Harris' candidacy. But after
thinking about how high her gro-
cery bills have been, she feels that
voting for Trump in hopes of finally
getting lower prices was a form of
sell-prioritization.

“People say, ‘Well, thats self-
ish, it was going to be better for
the greater good,” she said. “T'm a
mother of five kids. ... The things
that (Democrats) do either affect

the rich or the poor”

some of Trumps plans affect
people in Olivia Gordon's immedi-
ate community, which is why she
struggled to get behind the “Black
women rest” wave. Gordon. a New
York-based lawyer who supporied
the Party for Socialism and Lib-
eration’s presidential nominee,
Claudia de la Cruz, worries about
who may be left behind if the 92%
of Black women voters who backed
Harris simply stopped advocating.

“We're talking millions of Black
women here. If millions of Black
women take a step back, it abso
lutely leaves holes, but for other
Black women,” she said. I think we
somerimes are in the bubble of it it's
not invour immediate circle. maybe
it doesn't apply to you. And | truly
implore people 1o understand that
it does.”

Nicole Lewis, an Alnbama-based
therapist who specializes in treat-
ing Black women's stress, said she's
aware that Black women withdraw
ing from social impact movements
could have a fallout. But she also
hopes that it forees a reckoning for
the nation to understand the conse-
quences of not standing in solidar
ity with Black women.

“It could impact things nega-
tively because there isn't that voice
from the most empathetic group,
she said. “I also think it's going 1o
give other groups an opportunity to
step up. ... My hope is that they do
show up for themselves and every-
one else”

Brown said a reckoning might be
exactly what the country needs. but
it’s a reckoning for everyone else.
Black women, she said. did their
job when they supported Harris in
droves In hopes they could thwart
the massive changes expected
under Trump.

“This ain’t our reckoning,” she
said. *I don't feel no guill”

Even with access to obesity drugs, some don’t lose weight

By Jonel Aleccia

Assockated Press

Unlike scores of people who scram-
bled lor the blockbuster drugs
Ozempic and Wegovy to lose weight
in recent vears, Danielle Griffin had
no trouble getting them.

The 38-year-old information
technology worker from New
Mexico had a preseription. Her
pharmacy had the drugs in stock.
And her health insurance covered
all but $25 to §50 of the monthly
COSL

For Griffin. the hardest part of
using the new drugs wasn't access.
It was finding out that the much-
hyped medications didn't really
work for her.

1 have been on Wegovy for a
yvearanda hall and have only lost 13
pounds.” said Griffin, who watches
her diet, drinks plenty of water,
and exercises regularly. “I've done
everything right with no sucecess.
It's discouraging.”

In clinical trials. most partici-
pants taking Wegovy or Mounjaro
to treat obesity lost an average of
15% to 22% of their body weight
up to 30 pounds or more in many
cases. But roughly 10% o 153% of

patients in those trinls were *non
respanders” who lost less than 5%
of their bodv weight.

Now that millions of people
have nsed the drugs, several obe
sity experts told the Associated
Press that perhaps 20% of patients
— &% many as 1 in 5 — may nol
respond well to the medications.
It's a little-known consequence
of the obesity drug boom. accord
ing to doctors who caution eager
patients not to expect one-size-fits
all results.

“It’s all about explaining that
different people have differemt
responses,” said Fauma Cody Stan-
ford. an obesity expert at Massa-
chusetts General Hospital

The drugs are known as GLP-1
receptor agonists because they
mimic a hormone in the body
known as glucagon-like peptide L
Genetics, hormones, and variability
in how the brain regulates energy
can all influence weight — and a
person’s response to the drugs,
Stanford said. Medical conditions
such as sleep apnea can prevent
weight loss, as can certain common
medications, such as antidepres-
sants, steroids, and contraceptives.

“This 15 o disease that stems
from the brain,” said Stanford. “The

dysfunction may not be the same™
from patient to patient

Despite such cautions, patients
are often upset when they start get
ting the weekly injections but the
numbers on the scale barely budge.

*It can be devastating.” said Kath
erine Saunders, an ohesity expert
at Weill Cornell Medicine and
cofounder of the obesity trearment
company FlyteHealth. "With such
high expectations, there’s so much
room for disappointment.”

Thatwas the case for Griflin, who
has battled obesity since childhood
and hoped to shed 70 pounds using
Wegovy. The drug helped reduce

her appetite and lowered herrisk of

diabetes, but she saw little change
in weight.

“It's an emotional roller coaster.”
she said. “You want it to work like it
does for evervbody else”

The medications are typically
prescribed along with eating
behavior and lifestyle changes

It's usually clear within weeks
whether someone will respond 1o
the drugs. said Jody Dushay, an
endocrine specialist at Beth Israel
Deaconess Medical Center. Weight
loss typically begins right away and
continues as the dosage increases,

For some patients, that just

Donna Cooper holds up a dosage of Wegovy, a drug used for weight loss,
at her home on March 1in Front Royal, Va. Amanda Andrade-Rhoades
AP

doesn’t happen. For others, side
effects such as nausea. vomiting,
and diarrhea force them to halt
the medications, Dushay said. In
such situations, patients who were
counting on the new drugs (o pare
pounds may think they're out of
options.

*1 tell them: It's not game over,
Dushay said.

Trying a different version of the
new class of drugs may help. Griffin,
who didn't respond well to Wegovy,
has started using Zepbound, which
targets an additional hormone
pathway in the body. After three
months of using the drug. she has
lost 7 pounds.

*I'm hoping it's slow and steady,”
she said.
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Chuck Woolery, 83, smooth-talking
game show host of ‘Love Gonnection’

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Chuck Woolery,
the affable, smooth-talking game
show host of Wheel of Fortune. Love
Connection, and Scrabble who later
became a right-wing podcaster,
skewering liberals and accusing the
government of lying about COVID-
19. has died. He was 83,

Mark Young, Mr. Woolery's pod-
cast cohost and friend, said in an
email early Sunday that Mr. Woaol-
ery died at his home in Texas with
his wife, Kristen, present. “Chuck
was a dear friend and brother and
a memendous man of faith, life
will not be the same without him,”
Young wrote.

Mr. Woolery. with his matinee
idol looks, coiffed hair, and ease
with witty banter, was inducted
into the American TV Game Show
Hall of Fame in 2007 and earned a
daytime Emmy nomination in 1978.

In 1983, Mr. Woolery began an
l1-vear run as host of TV's Love
Connection, forwhich he coined the
phrase, "We'll be back in two min-
utes and two seconds.” a two-fin-
gered signature dubbed the *2 and
2" In 1984, he hosted TV's Scrabble,
simultaneously hosting two game
shows on TV until 1990,

Love Connection, which aired
long before the dawn of dating
apps, had a premise that featured
¢itherasingle man orsingle woman
who would watch audition tapes of
three potential mates and then pick
one for a date.

A couple of weeks after the date,
the guest would sit with Mr: Wool-
ery in front of'a studio audience and
tell everybody about the date. The
audience would vote on the three
contestants, and if the audience
agreed with the guest's choice, Love
Connection would offer to pay for a
second date.

Mr. Woolery told The Philadel-
phia Inquirer in 2003 that his favor-
ite set of lovebirds was a man aged
91 and a woman aged 87. “She had
s0 much eve makeup on. she looked
like a stolen Corvette. He was soold
he said, ‘I remember wagon trains.
The poor guy. She took him on a bal-
loon ride.”

Chuck Woolery hosts a special
premiere of The $250,000
Game Show Spectocular at the
Las Vegas Hilton in 2007 in Las
Vegas. Ronda Churchill/ AP, File

Mr. Woolery became the subject
of the Game Show Network's first
attempt at a reality show, Chuck
Woolery: Naturally Stoned, which
premiered in 2003. It shared the
title of the pop song in 1968 by
Woolery and his rock group. the
Avant-Garde. [t lasted six episode
and was panned by critics.

Mr. Woolery began his TV career
at a show that has become a main-
stay. Although most associated with
Pat Sajak and Vanna White, Wheel
of Fortune debuted on Jan. 6, 1975,
on NBC with Mr. Woolery welcom-
ing contestants and the andience.
Woolery, then 33, was trying to
make it in Nashville as a singer.

Wheel of Fortune started life
as Shopper’s Bazaar, incorporat-
ing Hangman-stvle puzzles and a
roulette wheel. After Mr. Woolery
appeared on The Merv Griffin Show
singing Delra Dawn, Merv Griffin
asked him to host the new show
with Susan Stafford.

“I'had an interview that stretched
to 15, 20 minutes.” Mr. Woolery
told the New York Times in 2003.
“After the show, when Merv asked
if 1 wanted to do a game show, |
thought. ‘Great, a guy with a bad
jacket and an equally bad mustache
who doesn't care what you have o
say — that's the guyv [ want to be.™

NBC initially passed. but they
retooled it as Wheel of Fortune
and got the green light. After a few
years, Mr. Woolery demanded a

raise to 3500,000 a year, or what
host Peter Marshall was making on
Hollvwood Squares. Griffin balked
and replaced Mr. Woolery with
weather reporter Pat Sajak.

“Both Chuck and Susie did a fine
job. and Wheel did well enough on
NBC, although it never approached
the kind of rarings success that
Jeopardy! achieved in its heyday,”
Griffin said in Merv: Making the
Cood Life Last, an autobiography
from the 2000s cowritten by David
Bender. Mr. Woolery earned an
Emmy nod as host.

Born in Ashland, Ky.. Mr. Wool-
ery served in the US. Navy before
attending college. He played double
bass in a folk trio, then formed the
psychedelic rock duo the Avant-
Garde in 1967 while working as a
truck driver to support himself as
a musician.

The Avant-Garde, which tourbed
in a refitted Cadillac hearse, had the
Top 40 hit Naturally Stoned, with Mr.
Woaolery singing, “When [ put my
mind on you alone/] can get a good
sensation/Feel like I'm naturally
stoned.”

After the Avant-Garde broke up,
Woolery released his debut solo
single. I've Been Wrong, in 1969 and
several more singles with Colum-
bia before transitioning to country
music by the 1970s. He released two
solo singles, Forgive My Heart and
Love Me, Love Me.

Mr. Woolery wrote or cowrote
songs for himself and evervone
from Pat Boone to Tammy Wynette.
On Wynetie's 1971 album We Sure
Can Love Each Other, Mr. Woolery
wrote The Joys of Being a Woman
with lyries including “See our baby
on the swing/Hear her laugh, hear
her seream.”

After his TV career ended, Mr.
Woolery went into podeasting. Inan
interview with the New York Times,
he called himsell a gun-rights
activist and described himself
as a conservative libertarian and
constmtionalist. He said he hadn’t
revealed his politics in liberal Holly-
wood for fear of retribution.

He teamed up with Mark Young
in 2014 for the podcast Blunt Force
Truth and soon became a full sup-
porter of Donald Trump while
arguing minorities don't need civil

rights and causing a firestorm by
tweeting an antisemitic comment
linking Soviet Communists to
Judaism.

“President Obama's popularity is
a fantasy only held by him and his
dwindling legion of juice-box-drink-
ing, anxiety-dog-hugging, safe-
space-hiding snowflakes.” he said.

Mr. Woolery also was active
online, retweeting articles from
Conservative Brief. insisting Demo-
crats were Irying to install a system
of Marxism and spreading head-
lines such as “Impeach him! Dev-
astating photo of Joe Biden leaks.”

During the early stages of the
pandemic, Mr. Woolery initially
accused medical professionals and
Democrats of lving about the virus
in an effort o hur the economy and
Trump's chances for reelection to
the presidency.

“The most outrageous lies are the
ones about COVID-19. Everyone is
lving. The CDC, media, Democrats,
our doctors, not all but most, that
we are told to trust. | think it's all
about the election and keeping the
economy from coming back, which
is about the election. I'm sick of it.”
Mr. Woolery wrote in July 2020.

Trump retweeted that post o
his 83 million followers. By the end
of the month, nearly 4.5 million
Americans had been infected with
COVID-19 and more than 150,000
had died.

Just days later, Mr. Woolery
changed his stance. announcing
his son had contracted COVID-18.
“To furtherclarify and add perspec-
tive, COVID-19 is real and itis here.
My son tested positive for the virus,
and [ feel for of those suffering and
especially for those who have lost
loved ones.” Mr. Woolery posted
before his account was deleted.

Mr. Woolery later explained on
his podcast that he never called
COVID-19 "a hoax™ or said “it's not
real,” just that *we've been lied
to” Mr. Woolery also said it was
“an honor to have your president
retweet what your thoughts are
and think it's important enough o
do that”

In addition to his wife, Mr. Wool-
ery is survived by his sons Michael
and Sean and his daughter Melissa,
Young said.

Fred Harris, 94, former presidential hopeful

By Rio Yamat
Associated Press

Fred Harris, a former U.S. senator
from Oklahoma, presidential hope-
ful, and populist who championed
Democratic Party reforms in the
turbulent 1960s. died Saturday. He
was B4

Sen. Harris” wife, Margaret Ellis-
ton, confirmed his death to the
Associated Press. [t was not imme-
diately clear where he died. bur he
had lived in New Mexicosince 1976
and was a resident of Corrales at
the time of his death.

“Fred Harris passed peace-
fully early this morning of nam-
ral causes. He was 94. He was a
wonderful and beloved man. His
memory is a blessing.” Elliston said
in a text message.

Sen. Harris served eight years in
the Senate, first winning in 1964 1o
fill a vacancy, and made an unsue-
cessful bid for the presidency in
1976,

It fell to Sen. Harris. as chairman
of the Democratic National Com-
mittee in 1969 and 1970, to help
heal the party’s wounds from the
tumultuous national convention in
1968 when protesters and police
clashed in Chicagp.

He ushered in rule changes that
led 1o more women and minorities
as convention delegates and in
leadership positions,

“Ithink it's worked wonderfully”
Sen. Harris recalled in 2004, when
hewas a delegate to the Democratic
National Convention in Boston.
“It's made the selection much more
legitimate and democratic.”

“The Democratic Party was
not democratic, and many of the
delegations were pretty much
boss-controlled or -dominated.
And in the South, there was terri-
ble diserimination against African

Sen. Fred R. Harris (D-Okla.) holds a copy of the report of the National

Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders as he and other members of the
commission discuss the study on lssues and Answers in Washington on

March 3,1988. Bob Daugherty / AP

Sen. Harris ran unsuccessfully
for the Democratie presidential
nomination in 1976, guitting after
poor showings in early contests,
including a fourth-place win in New
Hampshire. The more moderate
Jimmy Carter went on to win the
presidency.

Sen. Harris moved to New Mexico
that year and became a palitical sci-
ence professor at the University of
New Mexico. He wrote and edited
maore than a dozen books, mostly
on politics and Congress. In 1999
he broadened his writings with
a mystery set in Depression-era
Oklahoma

Throughourt his political career,
Sen. Harris was a leading liberal
voice for eivil rights and antipov-
erty programs o help minorities
and the disadvantaged.

“Democrats everywhere will
remember Fred for his unparal-
leled integrity and as a pioneer
for instituting core progressive
values of equity and opportunity
for prosperity as core tenets of
our party, the Democratic Party
of New Mexico said in a statement

LaDonna, a Comanche, he also was
active in Native American issues.

“I've always called myself a pop-
ulist or progressive,” Mr. Harris
said in a 1998 interview. “I'm
against concentrated power. ] don't
like the power of money in politics.
I think we ought to have programs
for the middle class and working
class”

New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham praised his work for their
shared state and the nation.

“In addition to being a highly
accomplished politician and pro-
fessor, he was a decent, honorable
man who treated everyone with
warmth, generosity. and good
humor.” she said in a statement.
“Sen. Harris was a lesson in leader-
ship that public officials would be
wise to emulate now and forever”

Sen. Harris was a member of the
National Advisory Commission
on Civil Disorders. the so-called
Kerner Commission, appointed by
then-President Lyndon Johnson to
investigate the urban riots of the
late 1960s.

The commission’s groundbreak-

nation is moving toward two soci-
eties, one black, one white — sepa-
rate and unequal”

Thirty years later, Sen. Harris
cowrote a report that concluded
the commission’s “prophecy has
come to pass.”

“The rich are getting richer,
the poor are getting poorer and
minorities are suffering dispropor-
tionately,” said the report by Sen.
Harris and Lynn A. Curtis, presi-
dent of the Milton 5. Eisenhower
Foundation, which continued the
work of the commission.

Norman Ornstein of the Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute said Sen.
Harris rose to prominence in Con-
gress as a “fiery populist.”

“That resonates with people ..
the notion of the average person
against the elite,” Ornstein said.
“Fred Harris had a real ability to
articulate those concerns, partic-
ularly of the downirodden.”

In 1968, Sen. Harris served as
cochairman of the presidential
campaign of then-Vice President
Hubert Humphrey. He and others
pressed Humphrey to use the con-
vention (o break with Johnson on
the Vietnam War. But Humphrey
waited to do so until late in the
campaign, and narrowly lost 1o
Republican Richard Nixon.

“That was the worst year of my
life, "68. We had Dr. Martin Luther
King killed. We had my Senate
seatmate Robert Kennedy killed
and then we had this terrible con-
vention,” Sen. Harris said in 1996.

Sen. Harris was born Nov. 13,
1930, in a two-room farmhouse
near Walters, in southwestern
Oklahoma, about 15 miles from
the Texas line. The home had no
electricity. indoor ioilet, or running
waker

At age 5 he was working on the
farm and received 10 cents a day
to drive a horse in circles o supply
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PLEASE VIEW AND SIGN THE OMLINE
GUEST BOOK AT INOUIRER.(OM

EYNON, J.S.C. (RET.)

THE HONORABLE DAVID G.

Movember 16, 2024, age 95,
of Medford, NJ, formerly of
Haddonfield, NJ. Husband of
the late Carol 1., father of the
Honorable Linda W. Ewnon,
PJ.FP. and MNancy K. Eynon
Roper (Michael); grandfather of
2, great grandfather of 6.

For Biographical and Service
info., go to https:fkainmurphy.
comfobituary/david-eynon/,

STEFHEN
March 17, 1950 - Nov. 21, 2024
For a certain group of

women Stephen Kerzner was
Philadelphia's muse for fashion
and style. He was our Truman
Capote - minus the wicked bite.
He started his career in [ashion
at the Cloisters in Philadelphia,
managed boutigues in New York
City, and for more than a decade
he was both buyer and manager
of the gift shop at the Woodmere
Museum. He was a graduate of
the University of Pennsylvania
and was beloved by so many.

S. MARIE PATRICIA
CELLA, SSJ

Formerly 5. Marian Auxilia,
on November 22, 2024, at the
age of 90. She is preceded in
death by her parents, John and
Mary (nee McKeone) Cella and
her brothers, Joseph, Matthew,
and John Cella. She is survived
by her brothers William and
James, her sisters in law,
many nephews, nieces, and
their extended families, and
members of her Congregation,
the Sisters of Saint Joseph.
Visitation by relatives and
friends will begin at 9:30 am on
Wednesday, November 27th at
Saint Joseph Villa in Flourtown.
A Fugneral Mass will follow
at 10:30AM. Services will be
live-gtreamed from the Saint
Joseph Villa website www,
stjosephvilla.org. In lien of
flowers, donations may be made
in Sister’s name to Saint Joseph
Villa, 110 W. Wissahickon
Ave, Flourtown, Pa 19031.
Condolences may be shared at
www. kollerfuneralhome.com

SNYDER

STANFORD E.

We are sad to announce the
passing of Stanford “Sandy"
Edwin Snyder, who left us
peacefully on November 20,
2024, at the age of B6. Born in
West Chester, Pennsylvania,
Sandy was the beloved only
child of Bess (nee Frieman) and
Izsadore Snyder. He was a proud
veteran of the United States
Army, and he spent much of
his career working in livestock
while investing in the stock
market and real estate. Sandy
loved to read the paper, go on
late-pight runs, and devour
every last piece of angel food
cake he could find. Above all
else, Sandy was a proud father to
his three children: Randi, Marc,
and Brian. He took immense
pride in his family, their travels
and accomplishments, and
their kindness and decency.
Sandy will be deeply missed
by his seven grandchildren
- Aaron, Lila, Vivian, Sasha,
Plum, Teddy, and Sloane - as
well as his extended family and
the many friends who cherished
hi= warmth, humor, and
generous spirit. A Graveside
aservice 1o honor Sandy will be
held at 11:00 AM. on Monday,
Movember 25th, at Har Jehuda
Cemetery in Upper Darby,
Pennsylvania. The family invites
those who loved Sandy to join in
celebrating his life and legacy.
May his memory be a blessing.

Hlall
Memariad Chapiols, Ine
Cherey Hill, NJ * B00-262-9442

Always
honoring their
memory.

When it's time for a daath notica,
wiz"'ra hara for you,

Call 215-854-5800
to place a notice.

Americans,” he said. Along with his first wife, ingreportin 1968 declared, "Our power for a hay bailer.
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The Inquirer offers
news, which strives
to present unbiased,
factual reporting,
and opinion,

which showcases
viewpoints. Here is
what you'll find on
these opinion pages.

Editorial
An opinion about a matter
of public interest or

policy that is researched
and written by our

Editorial Board, a group

of journalists separate

from the newsroom who
meet frequently to discuss
and debate issues, Unlike
news stories, which are
fact-driven and written

by reporters, editorials
advocate, champion, angue,
eritique, and offer solutions.

Column

Columnists are allowed

to include their opinions
and viewpoints when
presennng their reporting
Inguirer columnists include
Will Bunch, Trudy Rubin.
Helen Ubinas, and Jenice
Armstrong.

Op-Ed

An op-ed — aname taken
from their traditional
placement in newspapers
“opposite the editorial
page” — is an essay or
commentary piece that
presents the opinion or
perspective of the author.
Many are submitted 1o us
by Inquirer readers and
writers with insight on the
news, butl we also solicit
op-eds from authors on
specific topics.

Letter to the Editor

A reader’s written opinion
submitted in response to

an article in The Inguirer or
another issue.

For more on how we work
The Editorial Board
includes the managing
editor for opinion,
columnists, and opinion
writers and editors.

The board routinely
discusses issues of the

day to decide what to
editorialize about and.,
during election campaigns,
which candidates or ballot
measures o endorse.

News reporters and
editors do not participate
in these discussions.

The board’s opinions are
not a consideranon in
News coverage.
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Elizabeth H. Hughes
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Charlotte Sutton
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published in The Inquirer six
days a week on the editorial
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Lead with civility

1 am one of those rare and
hapless birds known as

a Delaware Republican.
Conservative, even. I did not
vote for Sarah MeBride to
be Delaware's lone member
of the House, nor do I
subscribe to the extreme
woke agenda. Nonetheless,
I am embarrassed by some
of my fellow Republicans’
mean-spiritedness in
singling out McBride —

as the sole transgender
member of Congress — with
new rules dictating which
bathrooms she may or

may not use. | do not agree
with her on policy matters,
but I do not believe she
poses a danger 1o anyone.

1 suspect those promoting
the new rule do not actually
believe so, either. We should
expect more civility and
graciousness from our
elected representatives,
who must work together for
the public good. Washington
could learn something from
the Delaware way.

Kurt M. Hevman,
Wilmington

Lessons learned

As | continue to be
appalled at the cabinet
nominations our next
president is making. I am
also appalled at the fact
that in our city, three former
elected officials who were
convicted on corruption
charges and left office in
disgrace have found plushy
new raxpayer-funded

jobs. Are we following the
example of the incoming
administraton and ignoring
vetting standards? Are we
giving up on civil service
and not putting jobs out for
qualified bidders to apply?
We teach our children 1o
tell the ruth, to be honest
and trustworthy, and not

1o do anything that would
force them to leave a job

in disgrace. What example
are we setting? Let's hope
these new emplovees have
learned something from
their past and do not fall
into the corruption trap
again.

Jean Haskell. Philadelphio,
jeanhaskell205@gmail com

Underwhelmed

As a congressman. Bob
Brady represented the
poorest congressional
district in America with the
biggest problem in terms of
hunger. Notwithstanding,
his greatest legislative
achievement seems to have
heen filching for himsell a
water glass that the pope
used during his speech
before Congress. It seems
the water glass has had

a transformative effect

on Brady. as he deemed
Kamala Harris, someone

Rep.-elect Sarah McBride (D., Del.) leaves a meeting of
House Democrats on Capitol Hill on Tuesday.
Mark Schiefelbein /AP

with an actual record

of public service, 1o be
disrespectful. In hindsight,
she should have genuflected
or prostrated hersell before
him.

Brady. like trash-ralking
Gov. Josh Shapiro, has
always been abour self-
promotion. Brady wanted
Shapiro to be Harris'
running mate, However,
Shapiro has shown anything
but prowess in terms of
getting out the vote, given
Pennsylvania's election
resulis where Democrats
lost virtually every
statewide election. Perhaps
the governor wanted it
that way. keeping other
Pennsylvania Democrats
from being able to challenge
him in the fumre.

Instead of delivering for
other Democrats, true to
form, Shapiro spent his time
out of state raising millions
for himself. How can the
pundits call him a player
for the next presidential
election given his failure
to deliver for Dems? And
given the results in terms
of the General Assembly,
if Shapiro has a legislative
agenda, he can pretty much
forget about it. Are Brady
and Shapiro truly the best
Democrats can do?

Mark D. Schwartz
Bryn Mawr

Car culture

As a housing attorney, [ see
firsthand the devastating
impact of the housing
crisis — families evicted,
displaced, and thrown
into economic hardship.
A recent article on the
proposed development
at 1318 W, Clearfield SL in
North Philly focuses on
parking concerns raised
by a few neighborhood
groups. It overlooks that
rent prices increase when
parking requirements are
imposed on apartment
developments. As The
Inguirer has reported, there
are already more than two
million parking spaces in
Philadelphia.

The eiry faces an acure
shortage of affordable
housing. Building 204

apartments just blocks from
the Allegheny stop on the
Broad Street Line provides
much-needed housing while
promoting transit-oriented
development. Requiring
more parking raises
construction costs, which
are ultimately passed on to
renters. This adds hundreds
of dollars to their rent, even
if they ean't afford a car.
These costs hit low-income
families hardest, many

of whom rely on public
transit. Prioritizing parking
undermines efforts to lower
housing costs and build a
sustainable city. It's ime

for Philadelphia to focus

on creating affordable and
accessible places for people
to live, not unnecessary and
expensive places (o store
COTS.

Sara Lynch. Philadelphia

Researchreview

Last month, Pennsylvania
Stare University breached
protocol by sharing
confidential details with
The Inguirer about an
ongoing review of my
research. Allegations of
“unreliable data™ stemming
from social media posts
were sold as truth by the
university. To be clear: The
online critics have never
published opposing peer-
reviewed indings that
coniradict ourwork. They
merely offer alternative
interpretations of the data
— such disagreements
should be handled through
proper avenues. All of this
started in 2023, after Penn
State publicly celebrated
my lab’s achievemenits and
diverse team. Then, a junior
researcher from Neweastle
University launched a
harassment campaign,
flooding me and my
colleagues with thousands
ol hostile messages.

The online harassment
has been damaging enough.
For Penn State to publicly
disclose information
about a confidential
process — which is sdll
pending federal review
— 15 a sertous breach of
regulations. Not only did
Penn State’s disclosure

violate institutional policies,
but it also threatened the
foundation of scientific
progress, placing all
researchers at risk. As a
scientst with nearly 100
peer-reviewed publications,
I've dedicated my career

to rigorous. methodical
research. Science demands
careful seruriny and
thorough peer review — not
rushed judgments based on
online anacks.

What worries me the
most is that young scientists
will learn the wrong
lesson from watching this
unfold — that it's safer
1o pursue incremental,
uncontroversial work than
1o push boundaries. I'm
speaking out to defend my
work and the principles that
make seience impactiul
We must restore respect
for academic processes
and ensure that evidence
remains the ultimate
arbiter of seientific truth.
Penn State should follow
approved policies or
face the consequences
of violating federal
regulations. The power of
science depends on it
Deb Kelly, professor of
biomedical engineering, Penn
State, executive director,
Structural Oncology LLC

Cure a travesty

This year. I decided to
volunteer to help voters

ry to cure their rejected
ballots after learning that
34,000 mail-in ballots were
disallowed in the 2020
presidential election. I
joined a phone banking
effort to reach this group of
voters, but most calls went
to voicemail. Door knocking
was rewarding but labor
intensive. | helped one
woman in her 90s in South
Philly who had no idea her
ballot had been rejected

or why. She was thrilled
she was able to designate
me to go to the Board of
Elections for her, as she was
not well. Many states have
mail-in voting with no such
problems. In Pennsylvania,
the Republican Senate

has resisted any motion to
simplify the ballot wo date.
In a close race. this kind

of disenfranchisement
matters all the more.

Carol Diament.
Philadelphia,

caroldiament iremail.com

Feeling thankful?
Thanl-tsgi?hg is this
week, and we want to
hear whether and why
you are fualing thankiful
this year. Send your
lstter to the editor to
npini i rEr.com.
Please limit length to
150 words and ineludea
a8 :Lay and Euaning
phone number.
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Stripping agencies

of power may be the
greatest source of impact
of Trump’s energy and
climate agenda.

By Sanya Carley

Decoding

— or lack thereof

s the reality of n second

Trump term sets in, and at

the same time as annual

global climate negotiations

are underway in Baku, Azer
baijan, many are questioning the
implications of a Trump 2.0 pres-
idency for energy and the climate.
The answer. | believe, requires a bit
of guesswork about his priorities —
as well as an understanding of the
extent of his powers in reversing the
energy rransition.

Donald Trump ran a campaign
that was largely devoid of policy
priorities, which makes it some-
what difficult to predict his cli-
mate and energy plans once back
in the White House. But he did
campaign on slogans, while also
dropping views on various energy
and climate wpics in his narrative
“weave” during rallies and other
speaking evenis, including two
on énergy priorites: 1) “drill, baby,
drill” and 2) prohibit offshore wind
projects.

The slogan “drill, baby, drill” is
recycled from a campaign from
nearly two decades ago, and later
adopted by vice presidential can-
didate Sarah Palin. The underly
ing priority is o expand oil and
gas extraction. To encourage this
expansion, President Trump will
prioritize executive orders —
likely in his first few days in office
— that open more federal lands
o oll and gas leasing and reduce
the permitting and other regula
[oTY réquirements associated with
drilling and extraction operations.

An important guestion, how
ever, 1s what will be the efficacy of
such developments? ULS. oil and
gas production is already at an all
time high. And although expand-
ing supply can presumably reduce
costs for consumers, the market
conditions are complex and make
the basic Economics 101 story foar
more complicated.

Per capita demand for oil in the
U.S. has been on a general decline
since the early 20008, and produc
tion is already expected 1o run a
surplus next year. The energytran
sitlon is leading consumers (owanrd
oil alternatives, like transport
electrification, and infrastructure
constrainis are suffocatng some
natural gas markets in the US.,
like those in Pennsylvania. And
imposing tariffs, another stated
policy priority of the incoming
president, will likely drive down
global demand for U.S. oil and gas.

Trump's detestation of offshore
wind is an enigma, curiously

Attendees arrive for the day at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit in Baku, Azerbaijan, on Nmr. .

Raofhg Magbool / AP

having something to do with
a mission to protect birds and
whales — while avoiding sharks,
of course — skepticism about the
wind's ability to blow, and bacon
production. Here, too. Trump will
likely introduce an executive order
early in his term that seeks o slow
or delay the permiting process
for offshore wind projects. His
purview provides him little ability,
however. 1o prevent those proj-
ects that have already been built
oT approved.

Trump has also given some hints
of two other priorities, though
through less catchy slogans.

First. Trump is committed to
peeling back US. climate agree-
ments. To understand what this
might mean in terms of policy
priorities, we can look to his irst
presidency for clues. Through an
administrative presidency, Trump
primarily used executive orders
1o repeal. reverse, or dismantle
the policies of his predecessors,
with an approach less focused on
established policy objectives and
instead one aimed directly at a
“search and destroy™ mission.

In his next term, one can sur
mise that he will do the same,
spécifically through executive
agrders focused on reversing land-
mark climate efforts of the Biden

administration. such as removing
greenhouse gas emissions restric-
tions, withdrawing the US. from
the Paris Agreement. ending the
use of the social cost of carbon in
regulatory decisions. eliminating
the Justice40 initiative, and reduc-
ing regulatory oversight over fossil
fuel energy operations and s
waste management.

Yet, and similar to his orst term,
these actions will likely be tempo-
rary and not withstand any future
changes in administration. They
are likely tobe stalled or dismissed
through litigation, or unable to
fundamentally change energy
transition market developmenis.

Second, Trump has suggesied a
desire 1o “rerminate” green spend-
ing, which presumably means dis-
mantling the Inflation Reduction
Act (IRA), and possibly also the
bipartisan infrastructure law and
the CHIPS and Science Act. Here,
the jury is out about what exactly
Trump will do, and perhaps more
immediarely, what those rusted
advisers around him will encour-
age him to do.

The IBA has already invested
over $90 billion in manufacturing
and clean energy projects across
the country, with approximately

70% of investments and 80% of

jobs funneling to Republican

Trump's climate priorities

congressional districts. After
hinting at his desire to target the
IRA while on the campaign trail. 18
Republican members of Congress
wroie a letter to House Speaker
Mike Johnson 1o encourage him to
preserve the IRA due to the signifi
cant investment opportunities [HA
programs were already producing
in their districts.

To tamper with the IRA pro-
grams now, right as many IRA
invesiments are reaching matu
rity, could produce political back-
lash. as well as the added hurdle of
congressional action. Trump may,
however, still seek to claw back
funds that have not yet been com-
mitted while simultaneously gui
ling the agencies — and in some
cases specific offices, such as the
U.S. Department of Energy’s loan
guarantee program — that admin-
ister the [HA programs.

This latter action of stripping
the agencies of power may. in fact,
be the greatest source of impact
of Trump’s energy and climate
agenda.

Samya Carley is the Mark Alan
Huyrhes Faculty Director of the
Kleinman Center and Presidential
Distinguished Professor of Enerey
Policy and City Planning at the
Stuart Weitzman School of Design.
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When Iride on regular
roads inthe U.S., cars
consider my bicycle an
obstruction they can
probably squeeze by. It's
safer in Europe, where
drivers treat me like
traffic.

By David Karen

In Europe, bicyclists are treated
like traffic. That's sater for everyone

his summer, my wife and I

biked in Norway and Sweden.

Most of the time, the roads we

biked on had no shoulders.

and we oecupied a third of
the lane on the right of a two-lane
highway. When a car was behind
us, it waited uniil no cars were in
the oncoming traffic lane, and then
passed us. If there were cars in
the oncoming waffic lane, the cars
behind us simply waited.

Once, there were 10 cars that
passed us after we pulled off the
road to take a picture. In other
words, we were treated like traffic.

| also rode in Montreal this
summer., where the bike infra
structure is highly developed and
there are many bike lanes and bike
paths. My experience riding in this
citywas similar to my experience in
Scandinavia. Cars recognized my
existence as a fellow vehicle, even
when bike lanes were absent.

My experience in the US. is rad-
ically different.

When I ride on bike paths, where
motor vehicles are prohibited, I
feel protected. When | ride in bike
lanes in cites, | feel like there is
at least some infrastructure that
highlights o drivers that they
should not be in that lane. When
I ride on regular roads. however,
in the same SCenario as my Scan-
dinavian travels. cars consider my
bicyele an object or an obstruction
they can probably squeeze by.

In Pennsylvania, the law requires
drivers to give cyclists four feet of
space when they pass. In order
to provide that legally required
tour feet of space, they can cross
a double yvellow line o overtake
them. But my experience sug-
gests that drivers believe it's more
important o squeeze by a cyelist
than w inconvenience themselves
or the cars behind them by waiting
for the opportunity to pass safely.

Needless to say. this is terrify-
ing. [t also presenis serious safety
issues for both bicyelisis and
drivers.

In northern Europe, drivers ben-
efit by considering cvclists traffic.
By passing us only when there are
no oncoming vehicles, they avoid
the situation of having o decide
between risking a head-on crash
with an oncoming car or disabling,
injuring, or killing the cyelisL

One of the reasons our expe
rience biking there was so stun-

ning is that considering yourself

iand being considered) as traffic
completely changes vour mindset.
Indeed. that is codified into law in
Section 3 of Norway's Road Traffic
Act. According o the Norwegian
Public Roads Administration web-
slte, the purpose of this law 15 (0
ensure safety for all road users:
walkers, cyclists, and drivers. The
website stares that “vou have a
personal responsibility to ensure
that your behavior in traffic does
not create dangerous and difficult
sitnations for other road users”
Swedish websites convey similar
information.

We are all familiar with traffic
— there's nothing we can do about
it. When drivers see many cars in
front of them, they may grumble,
but they wait. Maybe Google Maps
or Waze can find a different route
for them, but squeezing by the
other traffic (including bicycles)
on the road isn't an option.

Likewise, cyclists who think of

themselves as wraftic don't ride
two or three abreast, blocking
drivers behind them from seeing
the oncoming traflic. They dont
ignore stop signs or traffic signals,
and they don't ride on shoulders to
get around backups.

To be clear, the Pennsylvania
rules specifically “allow”™ eyelists
o use shoulders, but don't require

A man rides his bicycle past a green traffic light in London in May 2020.
In northern Europe, drivers benefit by considering cyclists traffic,

writes David Karen. Alberto Pezzali

them to do so. But one of the things
that most riles drivers iswhen they
wait for a break in the oncoming
traffic in order to properly/legally
pass a cyclist, and then that very
same cyclist uses the shoulder o
pass all the cars that are backed
up at a traffic hght. Then, when the
shoulder disappears, the cyclist
gets back onto the road, and the
(same?) drivers have 1o wail again
in order to pass them. In my opin-
ion, cyclists should be able to use
the shoulders but should keep their
spot in the gqueue.

Unfortunately, there are no
infrastructure improvements
or attitude adjustments that will
magically eliminate all cycling
deaths. The crashes that killed

AP

Barbar Friedes, a young doctor in
Rittenhouse Square, and Johnny
Gaudrean, the NHL player, and his
brother near their home in New
Jersey were ragically caused by
drivers who were alleged to have
been intoxicated.

Yes, we need more hike lanes
and bike traffic signals. We need
wide — debris-free — shoulders.
But most importantly, we bicyclisis
need to be recognized as vehicles
that happen to move slowly. In
otherwords, traffic

David Karen is a professor of
sociology at Bryn Mawr College.
When he can, he fearfully commuies
Io work by ke during non-rush
hour times.
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Social issues drew some Teamsters to Trump

Arightward shift among
working-class voters
fueled support for the
anti-union candidate.

By Lavla A. Jones
Stall Writer

Ona Sunday morning ina Northeast
Philadelphia American Legion hall,
Bill Hamilton opened his monthly
union membership meeting with
an allusion o the biggest business
ol the day: President-elect Donald
Trump had won the election in the
weeks since their last meering.
The Pledge ol Allegiance was
recited. A moment of silence was
held for fallen union members,
their loved ones, and troops over-
seas. And then Hamilion spoke.

“Donald Trump is the president.”
said Hamilion, vice president of
the Teamsters Eastern Region and
business agent at Teamsters Local
107 in the Northeast. “We have o
accept that and move on.”

Hamilton, a Democrat, had seen
divisive social media posts and
negative political rhetoric ram-
page through his normally tight
knit loeal. He made it his mission
to educate his guys on the threat a
Trump presidency posed to unions
like theirs, even after the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters
chose not to endorse a candidate
{or president. the first time since
1996 that the union opted against
endorsing the Democrat in the
race. But Hamilton wasn't surprised
when the international organiza
ton released data from 10s unsci-
entific online poll showing 66% of
Local 107 members — mostly men

who drive trucks and work con-
struction — favored Trump over
Vice President Kamala Harris for
president.

“Our own union was split over
this stufl.” Hamilton told his mem-
bers last Sunday. “We had brothers
and sisters not talking to each other
over this stuff”™

Organized labor has long been a
stable voting bloe for Democrarts,
and Biden curried favor with the
Teamsters specifically when he
helped protect many of their pen-
sions through a provision in his
American Rescue Plan. But even as
Harris won nearly all labor endorse-
ments, she lost in the end in part
because of a rightward shift among
working-class voters, the shift seen
inside Local 107, Bob Brown, 67, a
retired Teamsier and dedicated
Democrat who voted for Harris,

-+ SEE UNIONS ON B2

Bill Hamilton, viee president of the Teamsters Eastern Region and

business agent at Teamsters Local 107, said his union’s members were
divided over the presidential election. “Our own union was split over this
stuff,” Hamilton said. “We had brothers and sisters not talking to each

other over this stuff® Tom Gralish

Staff Photographer

P

Hernandez family members (from left) Maria, Israel, Carmen, 17, and Genesis, 7, pass through the buffet line at a Thanksgiving dinner for new

immigrants and refugees at the Old Pine Community Center in Philadelphia on Sunday. Tom Gralish

Stall Photographer

Holiday meal amid immigration angst

By Maddic Hanna
Stadl Writer

Antonio Garcia has been content
with his life in Philadelphia since
emigrating from El Salvador six
years ago. A maintenance worker
for an apartment complex, Garcia
lives with his wife and three chil-
dren in Northeast Philadelphia,
in a neighborhood with "so many
cultures”

But Garcia — who left El Salvador
in part to find better educational
opportunites for his dagghter, who
has Down syndrome — is newly
worried about his prospects.

“We are nervous about Trump,”
Garcia said. "We hope that he
doesn't do much that he says.”

Garcia and his family were
among more than 100 people who
took part in a Thanksgiving dinner
al the Old Pine Community Center
in Society Hill on Sunday hosted by

HIAS Pennsylvania. an immigrant
services and refugee resettlement
agency. In the wake of Donald
Trump's reelection — after a cam-
paign season featuring dark rheto
ric about immigrants and promises
of mass deportations — there was
a current of anxiety underiying the
Event

HIAS Pennsylvania’s executive
director, Cathryn Miller-Wilson,

said in an interview that many of

the agency's clients were “sad and

alraid” after the election — grap-
pling with the question, “What does
It mean o be in a couniry hostile to
me”

The agency served 6,000 people
last year, the vast majority immi-
grants seeking legal services.
Miller-Wilson said she'd sought
to assure them that, despite the
*victory for anti-immigrant senti-
ments,” Trump's election was driven
primarily by economic concerns,

-+ SEE MEAL ON B3

7 library branches closed over heating issues

Free Library locations in
need of repairs are shut
indefinitely.

By Nate File
Siaft Wiriier

Colder temperatures usually are a
good time to dive into a new book.
But that won't be possible at some
branches of the Free Library of
Philadelphia.

Seven branches are now indef-
initely closed because of heating
issues, in what a library spokesper-
son called “an unusual confluence
of events.” Those branches include:
#® Bushrod Library
# Bustleton Library
@ Overbrook Park Library
# Richmond Library
@ Roxborough Library
® Welsh Hoad Library
#® Wynnehield Library

“It is extremely important to us

—

The Philadelphia Parkway Central Library serves as the heart of the

Free Library of Philadelphia system, which includes more than 50
branches around the city. Tom Gralish / Staff Photegrapher

that we fix this issue as fast as pos-
sible, so we can restore community
access and serve our communities,”

said Mark Graham, a Free Library ol
Philadelphia spokesperson.
The city and its HVAC contractor

siruck an agreement to begin
repairs on Friday afternoon. The
Free Library does not vet have a
timeline for when the repairs will
be completed, but Graham said
that *we have a lot of hope that
those branches should have heat
VErY S00M.

This summer, 20 Free Library
branches closed at various points
because of air-condinioning ISsUes,
but heating-related closures are
less common.

"We are working with beaurtiful,
old buildings and often old systems.
We have a lot of work to maintain,
repair. and renovate these prop-
erties. That is true throughout the
Free Library of Philadelphia’s 54
libraries, as it is for many city prop-
erties,” Graham said.

['he Richmond Library closed on
Nov. 13 because of its broken boiler
When Richmond Library staffers
shared the news on Facebook,
dismayed community members

-+ SEE LIBRARY ON B2

Philly
schools
report
boost in
numbers

After years of losing
students, the district
announced a 2% increase
in enrollment.

Bv kristen A. Graham
Stall Writer

After vears of declining enrollment,
the Philadelphia School District
has grown.

superintendent Tony B. Wat-
lington Sr. said the school system's
official student count for 2024-25
is 117,956 — 1,841 students more
than in 2023-24, an increase of a
little under 255

The student population rose in
10 out of 15 geographic networks,
in the city's opporTunity network
of alternative schools. in neigh-
borhood high schools and magnet
schools

“We sure are excited about that,”
Watlington told the school board
Thursday night. “We are absolutely
thrilled that more families are
choosing to enroll their children in
the School District of Philadelphia”

Officials said the enrollment gain
was due to students transferring
from charter schools and from else-
where ouside the district. Of those
students, many aré English-lan-
guage learners, a booming popula-
tion in the city, particularly in the
Northeast.

Officials said the English-learner
population has doubled in the last
10 years — now, 25,350 district stu-
dents make up this category, about
22°% of toral distrier enrollment. In
the 2013-14 school vear, English
learners were about 108 of the dis
trict s toral population

Still. Philadelphia is a much
smaller distriet than it once was,
Twenty vears ago, in the 2004-05
school year, the district enrolled
187,547 students, The distriet’s
student count began 1o slip signifi-
cantly after Pennsylvania, in 1997,
authorized charter schools, which
are publicly funded and authorized
by local school boards but managed
by Independent boards., Today,
G4.119 students attend Philadel-
phia charter schools.

On Thursday might, Watlingtion
and Reginald Streater, the school
board president, touted the recent
enrollment increase — and the
district’s increased graduation
rate. The four-year graduation rate
for the Class of 2024 was 77.5%, up
from 74.1% the prior vear.

lhe superintendent credited
teachers, principals. and school
support siaff with the gains.
Streater said the improvement and
the increased enrollment show

-» BEE BOOST ON B3



B2 ] CITY & SUBURBS I C

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2024

PHILLY & REGION

I ML M. C 0 MRS

SCENETHROUGH THE LENS

More of staff photographer Tom Gralish's visual exploration of our
region can be seen in his blog at Ingquirer.com,/sceneontheroad

Viewers at the public webcam in Litewski Square in Lublin, Poland, might catch a glimpse of Philly Elmo and his drum line, passing by the virtual
portal in LOVE Park. The interactive art installation changes every few minutes to also connect with livestream viewers at identical portals in Vilnius,

Lithuania, and Dublin, Ireland. Tom Gralish

Staff Photographer

Unions
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said union members usually vote
for the candidates their leadership
recommends, who historically have
been Democrats

“We all came from an era where
there was times when you weren't
cplit,” said Brown. “This was proba-
bly the first time that we ever seen
something like this”

It was ‘definitely social
issues’ that led some to
vote for Trump

Edmund Farley, a Local 107
member, voted for the first time
in his life this year when he cast a
ballot for Trump. Farley, 50, said
he was looking for change in the
couniry’s direction and said it was
“definitely social issues” that mot-
vated his vote.

I didn't like the whole thing
about men being able to play in
women's sports,” said Farley, a
father of two daughters. about
the idea ol transgender women
and girls competing in athletic
programs forwomen. He also took
issue with transgender women
using women's bathrooms along
side his daughters. he said.

Trump and his surrogates
made attacks against trans
gender people central to their
campaign. spending millions of
dollars on anti-LGBT(Q ads that
demonized Harris for her support
for transgender people. Several
people mentioned one prominent
anti-Harris commenrcial about gen-
der-affirming care — called “sex
changes™ in the ad — for undocu-
mented peaple in prisons,

Hamilton saw the ads while
watching football on Sundays.

“The ads that they were running
[were] attacking Harnis very boldly
about her comments on (ransgen-
der operations in prison and stuff
like that,” Hamilton said. “Stuff thar
middle-class, white Americans par-
ticularly get disturbed with. And
[Democrats| werent answering
back on thar”

Heath Fogg Davis. a political sci
ence professor and program direc-
tor at Temple University, said he
wasn't surprised by what feels like
A regression of public perception
about transgender issues.

“Historically with civil rights
gains and losses there's beéen a
kind of ebb and flow. a pattern of
kind of reform and then retrench
ment,” Davis said. “Trans civil rights
are kind of like the newest civil
rights-protected category.”

Michael Sviben, a retired union
truck driver from Camden, said he
voled for former President Barack
Obama in 2012, This vear, he cast a
ballot for Trump because he felt he
couldn’t rust President Joe Biden
or Harris.

Sviben, 70, said he didn't have any
top issues but wanted 1o “see if we
can get this country back together”

“I hear Trump, as soon as he gets
in the office, he's gonna be able o
stop the wars, close the border”
Sviben said, before calling Harris
the border czar and saying the
border has been open under her
watceh.

Conservative media and ofli-
cials have attacked Harris, who

was assigned the longer-term task
of tackling the root issues of immi
gration. over border-control issues.

The Teamsters' shift toward
Trump comes as many feel the
president-elect poses a threat to
workers' rights.

Trump has avoided supporting
increases to the federal minimum
wage. He altered an impend
ing Obama-era overtime rule by
decreasing the income threshold
for overtime workers, which made
an estimated 3 million fewer work-
ers eligible for overtime pay, and
has championed blankert tariffs,
which economists expect will raise
the cost of goods imported to the
ULS. from other countries.

In Augrust, the United Auto Work-
ers filed labor charges against
Trump and Tesla CEQ Elon Musk
for comments Trump made about
firing striking workers.

“Iwaswilling to take that risk and
vote for that,” said Farley.

The Teamsters have always
been more conservative than
other labor unions. said Paul
Clark, a professor of labor at
Pennsylvania State University.
Members have, though. usually
supported candidates they think
are going to be most friendly to
labor, but that has changed.

“Union members, at least in
recent elections, have been pri-
oritizing social issues irans
gender and gay rights issues thar
they've been uncomfortable with,
gun control, abortion, immigrants
moving into their community,”
Clark said.

Handie McDonough, 60, is a
truck driver and a political junkie
who rattled off percentages of infla
tion and unemployment stanstics
with rapid-fire precision. Ahead
of the election, he polled his col
leagues about why they were voting
for Trump.

“And a lot of the guys," said
McDonough, who voted for Harris.
“Spanish, my Black friends, every
body basically, [said they] don't
want a woman in charge.”

Postelection., Teamsters who
voted for Harms are grappling with
their colleagues who didn't.

1 don't understand my union
brothers and sisters that supported
Trump or the workers in general.”
said Bob Strunk, 74, a retired truck
driver. "Everybody thinks that
they're worse off because of people
on welfare and immigrants, they
think they're taking their crumbs,
But they're worse off because the
ultra-wealthy only allows them to
have ecrumbs.

“We're not going to always agree
on things like guns, gays, race,
religion.” Strunk said. *But we got
to unite around the things we do
pEree on, and that's our working
conditions.”

It's about more than that for
Trump voter Farley

“You can't just vote because [it's]
going to benefit me in the union,”
he said. "1 did it mainly hoping for
my children for the future....It's not
about me, it s about our country.

ljones{@inguirer.com
W bae lay

Closed Libraries

Seven Free Library of Philadelphia branches are
closed indefinitely due to broken heating systems.
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expressed both their support for
the library and disappointment af
its closure

“*We've had awhole lot of commu
nity people become very frusirated
about this.” said Amy Thatcher,
who works at Richmond Library
as a member of AFSCME District
Couneil 47 Local 2186 and lives in
the neighborhood. She said that
with Richmond's broken heater,
the temperature indoors dropped
o 60 degrees; the city told her and
other staff that they could not open
since the temperature had dropped
below an acceptable threshold. She
and her colleagues now must work
at other branches until Richmond
reopens

Thatcher said that closing
Richmond's doors means that

programming has stopped. too,
including an after-school program
where kids get help with their
homework.

“It's a tragedy for this library to
be closed,” she said

Phil Stoltzfus, a Port Richmond
resident. said that the library is an
important resource for the commu-
nity and that “people are caught off
guard” by the news of its closure.

“It’s a ritual, we go there at least
once a week,” he said of his family,
which includes his wile and two
daughters, ages 10 and 7.

“It's a shame that whatever's
going on with the city gets (o this
point.” he said.

nfilef@inguirer.com
§45-247-0799
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LOTTERIES

Drown doely wnless otherwise noted
Those drown after 8 p.m. are foo lole lo

maka i & Some of ouF NEWSpOpErs

MULTISTATE
Mo, 23 (Mo Wed., Sail.)

Powerball 12 13 34 44 67 (8)
Powerplay x3
Double Play 36 40 41 50 60 (13)

Mo, 28 (Tue., Fri)
Mega Milbons 13 20 26 32 656 (2)
Megapliar x2

Mow. 23

Cash4l ifa 15 24 44 54 55 (3)
PENNSYLVANIA -800-892-7481
Mo, 24

Pick 2 day 2 9 (0)
Pick 3 day 4 1 1 (@)
Pick 4 day a o 3 1 (@
Pick 5 day T 3 4 7 4 (0)
Traasura Hunt 2 A 1228 B
Mo, 24

Plck 2 night 7 3 0)
Pick 3 night 8 4 5 ()
Pick 4 night 2 1 2 8 M
Pick 5 night 6 3 3 0 6 (0
Cash 5 12 17 24 25 28
Match & 9 12 22 23 24 35

NEW JERSEY 609-599-5800
Mov. 24

Pick 3 day 4 2 9 (85
Pick 4 day 4 B & 2 (5
Mov. 23

Pick 3 night 1 1 8 (8)
Pick 4 night 2 2 4 0 (9
Maov. 22

Cash 5 2235 38 38 M
Xira x5

Mowv. 21 (Mon., Tha,)

Pick © Xbra 3 17 22 30 33 34
Double Play BT 22 2F 11 M
DELAWARE 302-739-5291
Flow. 24

Play 3 day 4 9 0
Play 4 day g 8 0 8
Play 5 day 5 19 2
Mov. 24

Play 3 night 1 8 8
P|u3| & nlghl. 5 68 2 .
F“|a|3' 5 r.ighf 9 &6 2 2 3
MuliiWinlotioc 3 5 @ 28 30 3%
Mow. 23

Luckyforlife T 20 21 26 31 (7)

MNov. 23 (Mon., Wed., Sat)
LottoAmearica 2 8 10 14 49
Bonus x2

Forecast
calls for

a turkey of
a holiday

Mother Nature is
expected to rain on the
parade on Thanksgiving
Day. ushering in the
coldest weather of the
season next week.

Bv Anthony R. Wood
il Writer

After an all-time dry spell, the
region should have reason to be
thankful that more rain is in the
forecast this week

But does it have 1o happen on
Thanksgiving?

On the brighter side, Wednes
day, traditionally one of the busiest
travel days of the year, should be
ideal for those planning 1o leave
[T

Unfortunately, computer models
are indicating strongly that narre
is going o serve up a turkey for
Thursdaywith achilly, soaking rain
throughout the region, and perhaps
some snow mixed in as nearby as
the Lehigh Valley.

“It looks like a damp Thanksgiv-
ing.” said AccuWeather meteorol-
ogist Matt Greene. And it appears
it might rain on the parade: The
morning weather, he said. is “not
looking great.”

It's not a done deal. The system
that is expected to cause the rain
was not expected to make landfall
on the West Coast until Monday
or Tuesday, when it would be in
sight of ground-based instruments
that, theoretically at least, would
improve forecasts as the storm
moved across the country.

Forecasters are more confident
that in the aftermath of the storm,
the coldest weather of the season is
likely to send low temperatures into
the 20s later in the weekend or early
next week — even at freeze-resis-
tant Philadelphia International
Airport, which hosis the official
thermometer and rain gauge.

It will be Januarv-like.” said Alex
Slgarmann, a meteorologist in the
National Weather Service’s Mount
Holly office.

Will the rains end the
drought in Philadelphia?

Droughts have tended not to end
precipitously, and it is likely going
to take a while to recharge the
groundwater and fill the reservoirs
this time also.

A horrific drought that began in
May 1964 that was followed by a
bone-dryJuly and August — months
when humans and vegetation are
thirsty and swimming pools need
hlling — continued through 1965,
Both years were among the driest
ever in Philly in records dating to
1872

But last week the winds of sea-
sonal change were evident as
upper-air patterns altered dramat-
ically, Stanrmann said.

After the hrst rainless October
ever, it was just a week ago that
Philly appeared poised to break a
record for the driest meteorological
autumn — Sept. 1 through Nov. 30

now held by the fall of 1922, when
237 inches was measured officially

However, after four consecutive
calendar days of rain — which
hadn’t happened since August —
the total since Sept. | bumped up to
2.20 inches. That's not the stuff of
floads: Through Friday. Philly's rain
total was less than a fifth of what it
should be normally, according o
the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration’s Middle
Atlantic River Forecast Center

The interagency US. Drought
Monitor has the immediate Phally
area and all of South Jersey in
“extreme drought” conditions. The
Delaware River Basin Commission
said last week that Delaware River
levels were down GO,

Drought advisories are in effect
in both Pennsylvania and New
Jersey.

Don't expect them [0 g0 away,
no matter how much rain falls on
Thanksgiving,

NOAA's Climare Prediction
Centerhas an 80% 1o 90% likelihood
of below-normal temperatures the
first week in December,

But it also has the odds favoring
below-normal precipitation.

twood{a ingquirer.com
W (@woodtls
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Meet Henry Luce (center), the winner of Sunday’s Miles Telle

Y

r look-alike contest in
Greco (second from right), who were inspired by other look-alike contests nationwide.
Finalist lzzy Feinfeld is at far left. Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer

Actor Miles Teller watches during the fourth inning in Game
3 of the baseball NL Championship Series between the San
Diego Padres and the Philadelphia Phillies at Citizens Bank
Parkin October 2022. Brynn Anderson /AP

Miles Teller look-alikes vie for Philly-style grand prize

By Michelle Myers
Siall Wrier

With parted lips, soft eyes,
and rosy cheeks, Henry Luce
sat ona bench in Rittenhouse
Square waiting for Sunday’s
Miles Teller look-alike con-
test Lo sLart.

Looking just like how the
Whiplash actor described
himself on his first headshot,
the 19-year-old was one of 22
“look-alikes™ to show up o
the unserious competition.

“Unless the actual Miles
Teller comes, he is going to
win." said Luce's mother.
Kristin Keiser, whose
phone blew up with notl-
fications from loved ones
when they heard about the
contest, urging that her son
participate.

But competition was stifl.

Wearing a green bomber
jacket and jeans. and sport-
ing a lampshade mustache,
Joe Ems looked like he was
pulled from the Top Gun
movie set itsell.

Any other Sunday, the
gales director would be on
the couch watching foort-
ball. instead he opted to
tesi whether or not people
were right when they com-
mented on his similarity to
the Downingtown native
aclor.

Next to them. other “Tell-
ers” gathered, almost all
wearing Top Gun outfits,
eager for the experience and.
of course, the grand prize: a
free cheesesteak from Ange-
lo's Pizzeria.

College studenis Ellie
Clark and Luiza Sulea fit
right in with their black sun
glasses, hair in a bun, and

mustaches drawn on with
brow pencil.

“We are here for the bit,”
Clark said

Added Sulea: “She is vege
tarian, though, so if she wins
we will give the cheesesteak
to someone else.”

The contest was organized
by two college students,
Helene Chibane, who attends
Thomas Jefferson Univer-
gity, and Gabi Greco, who
goes to Drexel University,
both 23. Inspired by other
look-alike contests nation
wide, they decided 1o post
the idea on Reddit

“We were like, ‘Tt's Philly's
time to shine, Who is a homse-
town hero we could pick™
And Miles Teller came to
mind,” Chibane said,

The citydid not disappoint.

Within minutes, hundreds
ol people, particularly young

women, surrounded the con-
testants, even standing on
the park's eentral fountain,
-ager o watch the compe-
tition. Some even put their
names in a knitted hat for
the chance o be randomly
picked as judges.

Alter posing and provid-

ing 360-degree views of

themselves, seven contes-
tants made it to the second
round, including Luce and
Ems.

“Evervone here does look
like Miles Teller but they are
wearing costumes; [ just put
on a [red Phillies] sweater
that I wear every day. This
is just me,” said Luce when
asked by the judges why he
thought he should win.

And win he did.

Raising his hands in tri-
umph, the teenager was
showered with applause

from the crowd.

Taking a bite of victory. in
the form of his first Angelo's
Cooper Sharp cheesesteak,
the Glenside-area native
and marketing and supply
chain major at Pennsylvania
State University declared it
the best cheesesteak he had
ever had.

Excited but unsurprised
by this victory, his mother
reminded him of the impor-
tance of who he is beyond
looking like Teller.

“He is the kind of person
who found a baby bunny
who was injured and drove
it to animal rescue because
that’s just the kind of person
he is.” Keiser said.

mmyers{@inguirer.com
W michelleamyers

Boost
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what's possible,

“lTogether, we're steering
our efforts towards a future
that values both academic
excellence and educating the
whole child.” said Streater.

What's coming down
the pike
While enrollment is up in
the district as a whole, dis-
triet and state officials have
said the school system must
rethink its building footprint.
There are 64,000 empty
seats in distriet schools.

Officials are now taking
public feedback on a coming
facilities master plan, due
next fall. They have said
school closings, colocations.,
and construction are all
likely.

Some schools have hun-
dreds of unused seats. but
others have too little space

to deal with theirburgeoning
populations.

kgraham{a ingquirer.com
215854 5146
W newskag
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fears she will no longer be
able to come.,

While Hernandez said he
wWasn'T going to worry about
his fate under Trump. he

legal

notices

INQUIRER.COM

“can’t stop thinking™ about
his daughrer. He doesn’t

LEGAL NOTICES

City of Philadeiphia
alics

LEGAL NOTICES
The Schaol District of Philsdelphia

and “not about hate” (Mill-

er-Wilson, however, argued
that an immigration crack-
down wouldnt be an eco-
nomic boon, but a “disaster”)

While HIAS Pennsylva-
nia briefly considered can-
celing Sunday's “Thankful
Together” event — which it
hosts every Thanksgiving —
it decided “absolutely not,”
Miller-Wilson said. *We really
have to show clients, we're
still here foryou.”

For Sunday’s dinner,
folding tables were set up
across the basketball court
inside the community
center, draped with red and
yvellow plastic tablecloths.
Volunteers stationed near
the walls scooped turkey,
stuffing, and corn bread out
of foil trays. as clients lined
up with plates, Children ran
around with pages from col-
oring books.

“We know most of you are
anxious about the fumure,
and so are we.” Miller-Wil-
son told the crowd, which
included people from an
array of countries; inter-
preters weré on hand to
translate in Spanish. Pashto,
Rohingya, and Dari. But “the
future will be better because
you are here sharing the
present with us”

The message was echoed
by several Democratic offi-
cials who also addressed
the gathering. including
US. Rep. Mary Gay Scan-
lon, who told attendees she
understood “how important
it is we remain a welcoming
country” and thanked them
for being here.

City Councilmember
Jamie Gauthier said her
mother had immigrated to
Philadelphia from the Carib
bean as a teenager, with “the
same determination and
hopes that you all have”

While °1 know we are in
uncertain, lense times,”
she said, “Philadelphia City
Council welcomes you.”

Israel Hernandez was
among those at the dinner
confronting that uncer-
tainty. Hernandez came
to the United States from
Guatemala six years ago:
through an interpreter, he
said he left with his son
because his son was having
problems with drugs, and
Hernandez feared he would
be killed.

His 17-year-old daughter,
Carmen, joined her father
in Philadelphia in April. But
another daughter is still in
Guatemala. and Hernandez

want her to be alone, but Public Hearing

also doesn’t want o return
to Guatemala, given the
problems that drove him to
immigrate.

Some attendees of the
dinner said they were not
paying close attention 1o the
election or dwelling on the
results. Paulino Dikuiza, who
came to the US. [rom Angola
five years ago, said he left his
home country because of
his political activism there.
Here,*] am not political” he
said in French.

Mashal Ahmadzai. an
immigrant from Afghani
stan who came to Philadel-
phia with his family a year
ago, said that as a green card
holder, he was unconcerned.
“We have documents,” said
Ahmadzai, who works as a
torklift driver. He felt there
was little “risk for us."

During his six years in
Philadelphia, Gareia, the
El Salvador native, said he
hasn't had any problems. His
older son, 13-vear-old Dylan.
said he and his 11-year-old
SISIer were happy to join
their parents in Philadelphia
fouryears ago; upon moving
here, his parents had a third
child.

“There are a lot of fam
ilies here,” Antonio Garcia
said. “We work hard and
contribute.”

mhannaf@inguirer.com
215-854-4552
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marketplace

WANTED Drigenal Tiflany Siudia Lamps
sigmed paintings L sl 9175665269

AUTOS

WE BUY CARS E TRUCKS
1M ANY COMDITION!
$300 - §5000 Cash 267-229-19T0

APTS FOR RENT PA

Cheater Newly Renov 18R Apt, Sectsan
B pril, #vasl mow. $84-TIE-0232

APTS FOR RENT PHILLY

5. PHILA 3rma, 1BA, Ind Ik, newly
renay, abr. $1100/me. 307 -66T-A58E

ROOMS

Stk B Limdley Ave., lng rm, use of kit
S$500/ s SSRawer prel. 267 -560-2208

Broad & Huntlng Park, Booms, 550 (0K,
500 & up. Mear trans, 26T-588-551T7

MORTH PHILLY - Furnished Rooms, S5
08, 75 & p. 205-TE3-5565

W, Daklanes, Furn Roosm, 5150 wk. S
male pral. No smoking. 215-205- 2437

The Commiiles on Public Proparty and Public
Works of ithe Council of the Ciy of Philadelphia
will hoid & Public Mearing on IllmdaE. racamber
2., 2024, a1 1:00 PM. » Moom 400, Clty Hall, o
Raar (eslimany on Tha lallawing ]

S4BT s fY. Drdinangs FELLT-TEFITY Lha
Commiasianer of Public Preperiy. on behald ol tha
City of Praipdeiphia. to esler inte & sublease with
the Philsdelphia Municipsl Authority. for use by
the City of all or & portion of the premises located

it 6233 N. Broad Stresl, under cerian f=rms and
ErARILIaAS
241023 A Drd@ifnanca aulmSriin tha

Cammiigianer of Publie Property, on Behall af the
City &l Philadeliphia e wntEf lnle & Bdee
agresment with 7407 Wabnul LP. for use by the
Clty of a poriton of the premisss lecaled af 24801
Walput Stres=i. Philsdeighia, Pennsylvenia, wnder
garigin tarms and condllions.

241028 i An Ordinance autmharizin %]
Camminaionar of Public Praperiy, on behall of the
Clty af Philadelphia e wRler Wilg & leEde
pgreement with AC WSS Oifice Ventwres N, LLC,

for use by the City. ol a parfion of fhe premites
locaied al 1530 South Broad Streel, Fhiladeiohia,

FPennaylvanle 1914%. wnder cerisin isrma and
penditianas
241028 An Ordhinancs

l.l.'tﬁﬂrl:.r"li. Lha
Coammiasioner of Public Prapediy, on behall al the
City af Philadelphia, 15 convey 1o 1he Philadelphia
Houging Awntharty., &l &f part of a parcel or
parcels of land conlmiming spproximately 23 595
square feast located in and aboul [he Bres
pounded by Market! Strest. 39k Stresl. Ludiaw
Birael and 401k Biresl, wAder ceftdin Iermea and
e hani

Ei"m - ] Drdinanca I.IJ'h:I.'IJ'-r.F thea
ommizzionsr of Public Properiy. on Behall of the
City., to scguire lee simple lille or & lesser reasl
gslals imlerest by purchase. dedication. denation,

CAgemArALION sgreemant in L ol
CRAdEmMAALIOR {-T O RE g JF T in &nd 18 &I o
parliohs &l seflain parcEla of land |lseaied &long
the wawl bank &l the Scehwyikill Rivar in and
sround an ares generally bounded by South S&1h
Stresl, as sxtended 1o the bulkhsad fipe of the

wesi bank of ihe Schuylkill Biwes: South &1st
Streai; and Wesi Passyunk Avenue for public
park IsCfeslon, Efd WESERSrLallon Surnposes
uRdEef CEF1&rA 18fmil a6d CondsllonE

TZ41oan LY Drdinansa mutharizin L
Commmsigner of Public Progeriy, on behglf of the
City of Philadetphia. 19 enter infe & subloase
egreement with the Phlladelphia Municipal
Austhorily, hor was By the Cily ol & partion of the
preamises locaied &l 1 5 Broad Sirsei.
Philsdaliphia, Peanfsyivamia, under cerlain larms
mpnd gandiheAE

41080 =, A Qirdinancs wuthangm them
Commissioner of Public Property. on behal! af the
City of Philadeiphia. to =nter nto varcus Eade
and subieass= agreemenis with various landiords
snd fensnts, for use by the Cliy of &l 6 & portion

&l varlouas premisss lecalsd sl 1833 Seulh Broad
Sirawtl, 80 Weodland Avafnus, 4032 arhel
Sireel. 5810 Lancasies Avenpe. 2301 Marth Braad
Street, §420 Frankford Avenys, 2738 Neocrth §1h
Strast. 5381 81 Chew Avenus, §213 Morih Broad
Strest, and 1818 Grant Avenue, ail wndes cerimin
ferms ard condilizns,
FERE -4 s A Crdinancs Bulharizin thes
Commiaaianar ol Public Propadiy, on Bahall ol tha
City af Philadalghia, 18 acguitre les simpla ile &
L] famnEr rmml wEiale 1Rl iaiE By purchaze
dedication, donation, condemnalion, agresment in
tiew of condempation, or otherwise. in and to all
or Jpl:r.‘u-an:. pf B cerimin parcel of land Enown 23
g2 W. Buller Sireal undar cerligin tefma and
Ecndibana

241088 s A Qirdinansa authanisin flea
Commigsigner of Pubibc Properiy. on Behald ol the
City of Philadelphia. 1o snter info 3 subipaze
apresment wiif fhe Priladslphia Wonicipml
Authority, lor use by ike City of a poriion of the
pramises losaied al 1808 T4 Jakn F. Kenmedy
B lavaid Fhritadelpkaa Pammsylve g LTI
Eaflalf 1afmil anhd cofndlbiahE.

41055 i A Qrdinanss wutharifin thea
Commiasioner of Pubbc Properly. on behell of the
City of Philadelphia, te enter info a sublease
sgresment with the Philsgsiphies Buncipsl
Authority, lor use by the City of & portion of The
premisss looaftsd ai 30 28§ 1kik Sirsai,
Philadaliphia, Panfaylrania, unded caftabn larma
and conditions

Immediaiply ‘u'lu'-lng 1he pubiet ReEring, ]
mewling of the Commiliss an Pebiic Properiy and
Puobiic Works. open 1o the public, will Be Reld fo
considar ihe acikon io be taken on ithe abaowe
lated iieems.

Copias al Iha lafregaing lams are avallable ia Tha
OMica of the Chisl Clefrk af the Couneil. Raam
d03 . Chiy Hall

PROPOUSAL BIDS

Mhan Elsreen lary School - 'I'l.l'?I HYAC Plant
Tha RAadnor Tewnahip Sohaal & ia mallciting
Bide for the [Than Elameniary Schoeal - Temparary
HWVAC Plant. All Bides musl be in sealed envelopes,
clearly marked fo ldentily the project belng bid
gnd hand delivered or delivered by ireceable
means na lnfer than 1:00 PM local fime on Friday,
Depembar M), J024 e Dwngr, ALl Kannalh
Marrin Dirsstsr af whidings snd Grounds, 135
South Waynae dva. Wayna, PA 10087
Boliciiationa for the following coniracts;
Contract 1 - HVAC Conatruciion
Contrac! 2 - Elsctrical Constructian
A Mon-Mandatory Pre-Bid Mesaling &asd sits walk
will ba hald Teoaaday, Decambear 3, 2024, 9:00 Ak
Blddars will masl al Ika laading dock TeF the Nk
Elsmeniary Schogl, 888 Ciyde Rasd, Bryn Kaws
PA 18010 for & brief mesting and Eite wieil of {he
elementary school fallowed by & sie visil ta the
Aadnor Migh Schoo! to view (Re sxisiing bodlers
:-tll'lﬂ saivapged end reassd for ERis project
Drawings, E“lllﬁillﬁﬂl. whd addends may ba
wiewed on:line via Progore and downloaded [(lres
gl charga) by all Prime Bidders an wall aa thair
mubganiractiore and vendors wpan reglelering, All
pidders are advised that they wse (hess
documents contained an Procore at their owe rizh
end &re expecied (o check perigdically lar amy
pddenda or revisioms thai mey be pasied. Any
guaslians regerding sccess (o the Bid Documents
phauld be addiessad 5 Jdwflfad Sariana

fer . aarianaPaltélagic.com and Dewanna
aning af dewannd. laning@eltelagic. com
This piajet! I8 sibject o the Pennsylvania
Prevailing Wege Aci e Baida will be publéchy
[=1=[-1.1 2«9 § 1 indionied sbhove.

Maotics of Charter Schosl Application Haaringe

Hatice ix hereby given that the Board ol Education ol The Schooal District of
Philadelphin shall bold Gnitiel public Bearings purswamt io fhe Cherler
School Law on the applications for new charter schooks in Philsdeiphia. The
hearings wili be held an December 19, 2024 wia remale plallsrm. The remels

platlarm lnk =il bBa posled &n the Baard al

hitpa: /iwww. phllasd . arg/echoolbaard /s,

Edueatidn’s wabdlts &b

The hearings shall commance st 2200 p.m. The charter applicents, identifies
telow,. will ssch be gives fiftean (18] minules to pressnt inlormalion abouwt

ilS EpDACRILDN.

Calaslina Cardera Bilirgual Charedr High Schaal
Eariy Callege Charter Schaal afl Philadaiphkia

-

-

e Pan Amedican Academy Charter School - Patheays High Schaoal

» Priladelphis Charter High Schoeol {or Real Estete and Bulding Trades

The Board of Bducstion will recslve pubbc comment from Philsgsiphis
ressdenis or the ocharier applicalinns an Decembar TBih. Peblic commsnt
whall slar] &l spgrocimalely 4:00 p.m on e remols platiars. Ta register in

spaiak, individudlsa mesl aither call the apaaker |-|Fillrlll-uf| lifE &I

SWED. reginter on 1he Board's wabeile &l

H!tll'-l'-l'“'l‘l‘lfllﬂ.ﬂ-rl.fl-thlﬂhnlr-ﬁn"l'lﬂﬂlﬂlf -1
By 5:00 pm EST on December 18R
e parmitied o provice

aehaslbaard@philasd, o
who hmely reglsier will

1%..4040
ragieler Ll rmEli
Imdinidusls
public commeni on

Decamber 15in. Each indiwidusl shall have iwo minuies o spaak.

Thie Baard af Educatien alio will accapl wrillas gublie (estimony an 1he Aew
chpriaf applicatian fram Philadelphia residenls 1hiough Jenuary 34, 20256 &l

5-00 p.m ST

Tastimony T 1] e

sutemitbed ay mail
schaolboard @ philasd. crg

or via Eimaa il 4]

Il submitied by muill, wrillen lastimony musl be pasimarked By January Id4

2025 sand addredded I3

Bomrd of Educatian

The School District ol Philadeiphia
440 Morth Broad Stresl, Sulle 101
Philadelphia, PA 19130

Regardisss &l submissias melhod, all wiillen Iedtimaay shauld Iaciude 1he

Tull rams and addreas of he aended

resideney Adagifignally. wrilimn issbimony

A arder e sdtabliah Philadeiphia
should clearly indicats the
soecific rew charier application te which 1the lestimeny refers

Al mrrtiemn

lestimony timely récelved by Uhe Board of Edwcalion will be mads parl of

Lhe i'J'I:lllL record ['or the mew OhEries ﬂ.il‘llll:lllﬂﬂ HtlrlﬂE‘!.

City of Philadeiphia

Public Hearin tice
The Committes on Apgroprlations of the Council
ol ke CHy ol Philsgeiphis wil hald & Poblic
Hearimg &n sday, Decambar 4, FO04, &t
18:80 AM. s PRaam 400, Cly H:Hi. e haad
lexkimeny on the Iolipwkng slem
241084 ... An Drdinance suthorizing fransisrs in
approgriations for Fiscal Year 2024 from Lhe
Ganeral Fumd rom osrieis or &l CGity oflices,
depafimentd, basrdea and commissiona, tha Walsd
Fumd liram sarlain of all City alfliges, deparimanis
hgarde and commigdisnd the Grants Aavengee
Fund lrom coarfain or abl City offices, departments
toards and commissions, and the Transpartation
Fund from certain or ail City offices, deparimenis.
tpards and commissions, o the Generzl Fund io
cariain ¢ =il City alMlices, depariments, baards
and gammisEions, 18 1he Walsd Fusd |a gerlain av
all City aifieces, deparimenis baards and
ceammigfians aAg e [Se Tr.nqp-l;rl.ln;ln Fund 1o
certain or all Ciy offices. departments, bosrds
and commissions
immediately fallowing the public hearisg. &
masaling &l the Commilles on Appropristhens
apen e ithe publie, will be held io comaider ihe
RcEslfA o BE tAESA h 158 absve linted (lam
Capien al tha fgfmgoung item @re avaldable tn Lhe
Oifice i the Chiel Clerk of the Compcil. Aoom
a0, City Hal

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE 8 MERERY GIVEM thet on Oclober 3,
2034, ine Peltitioa af Amandas Dadlrey and Andrew

Goadiray was lilend in the Cowri ol Cammen Plaaa

gl Liarerne County Mo A-DESS praying 1o
ler=imale the parenlal rights [-1] e
pulntive/unkrown  fether, a/kia Collks, afkis

Columinal, a/k/a Columing, of Baby Girl &mthony,
norn ia Wendy Anthany on Jemasfy PA_ 020, &f
Temple Hoapiial in Philadelphia, Pensaylvania

The Cowit has flzad tha 2Tih day of Jasuary
3-F - @t 1000 AM Bernaid C Bramingki
EBuiideneg, dvd Floer 113 Weaat MNoarth Stiesl
Wilkez-Barre. PA 1TET1T ae tha lime and place far
the ﬁeur-'l!il on sakd Petition. when and where all
persana inlsresied mMEy SppELl SN0 SNOW CHUEE. if

any, why ibhe prayes ol asld Pelition shauld sol be
granled

Michaal A, Shotio, Jr.. Exgulre
S0S Family Law Grouwp, LLT
51 Wyamin

Farty 'E-nl-.. A 1ETO4

|&740) 80-S800

Ayenue

PROPOSAL BIDS

SEPTA
INVITATHON TO BID
SEPTA will scceptl bids
wilhi ke eProcuremen
aydlem oaly lar tha B
indicaiad. The bid wiil
L8] o pEen e
ehecironically on The
efrocuremeani system
close date mnd time W
oL REVE KOl SlFeEdy
dane 858, pieaas regleler
i af g IRfowgh

ol E,
Fa-F0ASH-ARRY
Turbocharger Actisaior.
Bid Upening: December
17, 2024 ai TAM. Bryani
Vadais
bvadersi@eopla.org.
215 Ehhq?ipl "
Ploges relprence Fha
[L]1s] numbei when
coniesciing the conisci
PErEOH

INGUIRER.COM

Gllr of Philadeiphia
Publle Haaring Hatics

Tha Cammilias af
Ligsnasn and
IfEpaetiani af the
LCouncel ol tha Cily of
Philedelphia will hold =
Pubilic HE&rin (1]
Morndey, Decambar 2,
024, st 10:0D AM, in
Roam 400, Clty Hall, 1=
hear fjeslmany on ihe
ITallowing ilem

2aA088S8 ... An Ordinance
amesding Tilke 10 of
Tha Priladelphia Coda
afiitied “Ragulation ol
Individanl Canduct and
Activity, by =dding &
new Chapler COonceErning
vahicwlar mobife sErveoE
provideds, il
praviding iar penalliss
gl undesr cEriakn LafmE
angd condifigne

Immediatsly ifollowing
the public hasring. &
medling &l ihe

Cemmities af LieaAses
and lagpeclicns, Spen
ta ihe public. will be
held 19 consider ihe
acizon 10 be lakem an
the mbove lisied ilem

Copias ol IBe laregoin
ilefm afe avaliabie g— 1*'|E

Diftice al 1he Chial Clerk
ol tha Council Aoom
402, City Hall

ESTATE NOTICES

Letlars have bean
granied on 1he Exiaie of
pach of ithe olownag
decedents LT ih=
represaniaiives named
who regues] all peracns
havifg £lasm agaifial The
Eslatea & prongnt Hhem
in wrrrihg and mll
perpdne indebied o the
Estate 10 make payment

(4] tREem funless
DInErwiES mik1Ea ml
sddioiass Laimg 1]
Philadakp ki)

GREENE, HENAY

Chairyi L Grgana
Exmculirin, TOD Harwis
Wy Wit Tad

Brookrgven. PA 18018

PLOCIENNIKE, QODOFAYD
8. - Chrintina P
Conners

Agminisirasiria ‘A N
Walley Farge A4,
Dewven, PA 18333

RAMOE, RURBEN -
Buben W_ Hamaos
Exscuior, 3010 N
Bodine Siresl
Philedsiphis PA §9T22
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and Hira Qureshi
Siall Writers

Philadelphia is home to the oldest
Thanksgiving parade in the nation.,
which celebrates its 105th edition
this year.

Officially known as the Gabe
Dunkin’ Thanksgiving Day Parade,
Philly's favarite Thanksgiving tra-
dition is back on Thursday. and it's
bringing along tons of floats, spe
cial performers, and fun. But with
the [estivities come road closures,
parking restrictions, and transit
detours.

Parade route

This year's Gabe Dunkin' Thanks-
giving Day Parade broadcast starts
at 8:30 a.m., with the parade kicking
off at 9 a.m.

The route starts at 20th Street
and John F. Kennedy Boulevard
and heads east toward 16th Street,
where it turns left and heads north
to the Benjamin Franklin Parkway.
From there, the parade follows the
Parkway west to Eakins Oval and
the Philadelphia Museum of Art,
where it concludes. The parade is
free to watch

Weather

There could be a storm on Thanks-
giving weekend, reports The
Inquirer’s Anthony Wood. With
brisk breezes expected to drive
wind chills, colder, stormier pat-
terns are on the horizon. Keep an
eye out on the National Weather

) \\_H"-‘q_ﬁ ;
,\.I -::.‘1 '\:_:_ )

1 i ..'.#.

Serviee for the day-of forecast.
Road closures

Road closures will start Monday
night with Eakins Oval closing for
parade rehearsals from 6:30 to
11 p.m. Various closures will con-
tinue on Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday, according to the city's
Office of Special Events. Roads will
reopéen on a rolling basis as they are
cleaned and serviced. and all road
closures are scheduled to be lifted
by 3 p.m. on Thursday

Monday

& 6:30-11 p.m. — Eakins Oval
between Kelly Drive and MLK
Jr. Drive closed for parade
rehearsals.

Tuesday

@ 6:30-11 p.m. — Eakins Oval
between Kelly Drive and MLK
Jr. Drive closed for parade
rehearsals,

Wednesday

@ 9am.-3 p.m. — Eakins Oval
between Kelly Drive and MLK
Jr. Drive elosed for parade
rehearsals.

® 4 pm — Inner lanes of
Benjamin Franklin Parkway,
from 21st St to 20th 5S¢ closed
for site build until the end of the
parade on Thursday.

@ 6:30 p.m. - Eakins Oval closed
for rehearsals and site building
untl the end of the parade on
Thursday.

The Babc Dunkin' Thanksgiving Day Parade makes its way down the Parkway in Philadelphia in 2023. Heather Khalifa / Staff Photographer

Your guide to the Philadelphia
Thanksgiving Day Parade 2024

® 7 p.m, - Inbound lanes of JEK
Blvd., from 20th St to 30th St.,
will be closed 1o vehicular traffic
until the end of the parade on
Thursday.

@ 8 p.m. - Outbound lanes of
JFK Blvd. from 20th St to 30th
St Station, will be closed to
vehicular traffic until the end of
the parade on Thursday.

Thursday

e Midnight — JFK Blvd.. from
J0th &5t o 16th S, will be elosed
to vehicular traffic until the end
of the parade.

® 2am. - 20th 5. from Ben
Franklin Pkwy. to Race St., will
be closed to vehicular traffic
until 11 a.m.

® 2 am. - Market S¢.. from 19th
St. 1o 20¢ch S1., will be closed to
vehicular traffic until the end of
the parade.

@ 5am. - Hth 5c, from JFK Blvd
to Arch St., will be closed 1o
vehicular traffic ontil the end of
the parade

@ G am. - 20th 5., from Market
5t. to Ben Franklin Pkwy., will be
closed vo vehicular traffic until
the end of the parade.

® 6 am. - Market St., from 19th
S0 1o 22nd St., will be closed 1o
vehicular traffic until the end of
the parade.

® 7 am. — Kelly Drive, from
Sedgley Drive to Eakins Owval,
will be closed 1o vehicular mraffic
until the end of the parade.

® 7230 am. - Parade route closed
o vehicular traffic.

Therewill be traffic delays during
the event. Motorists are advised to

avaid the area and allow for extra
driving ime.

Parking

There will be “Temporary No Park
ing” signs posted in areas on and
around the parade route starting
Wednesday at 6 p.m., the Office of
Special Events said. Cars parked
in prohibited parking areas will be
relocated.

Metered parking elsewhere in
the city is free on Thanksgiving.
Addirtionally. you can check the
Philadelphia Parking Authority’s
website for a list of parking garages
and parking lots around the parade
route.

SEPTAservice

SEPTA buses, trains, and trolleys
will run on a Sunday schedule
on Thanksgiving. You can follow
real-time updates on the agency's
Svstem Status website, via Transit-
View on the SEPTA app, or on X at
SEPTA Bus.

Temporary detours for several
city bus routes begin at 8 a.m. on
Monday and should end at approx-
imately 3 p.m. on Wednesday.
Routes affected during that time
include; 38 and 43,

Additional affected routes: 2,
517,27, 31, 02, 33, 38, 43, 44, 48,
39, 124, 125, and MFO detoured on
Wednesday and Thursday.

For detailed informarion about
route detwours, check SEPTAs
System Status Page ot septa.org.

Floats and performers

Guests this yearinclude celebrities
such Delcos Susan Noles from the
Golden Bachelor, Lisa Ann Walter
from ABC's Abbatr Elementary, and
appearances from Rvan Seacrest,
Kelly Ripa, and Mark Consuelos.

As for floats and balloons, look
for classic characters like Bumble
the Abominable Snowman, Brainy
Smurf, Tasmanian Dewvil, and
others. This year's musical per-
formers include Rock and Roll of
Famer Darlene Love, hip hop group
the Sugarhill Gang, and other musi-
cal acts with local talent.

Where to watch

If you're looking to attend the
parade, you can watch from any-
where along its route, for free. Some
favorite spots o watch include the
Franklin Institute, the Philadelphia
Museum of Art. Eakins Owal, and
Logan Circle.

How to watch from home

The parade will air live from 8:30
a.m. untl noon on Gabe and can be
streamed via the station’s website,
the 6abe Philadelphia News App,on
Disnev+, or on Hulu

Babe Action News' Adam Joseph,
Alicia Vitarelli, Cecily Tynan, Karen
Rogers, and Hick Williams will host,
alongside Emmy winner Carson
Kressley,

hsavage(@inguirer.com and
hgureshif@inguirer.com

W MediaByHenry and
itshiragureshi

Wildwood’s iconic Great White roller coaster to get a revamp

New trains for the roller
coaster promise a
smoother ride.

By Jason Nark
Staff Writen

It doesnt go upside down. There's
no neon, no blaring soundtrack to
drown out the screams.
Wildwood’s Great White roller
coaster is a pure and simple thrill
ride. a wood and steel throwback
ratiling the bones above the beach.
As the iconic coaster at Morey's
Piers approaches 30, it's getting a
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Visitors to Morey's Adventure Pier in Wildwood ride the Great White

roller coaster and the Sky Ride chair liftin 2008. David Maialetti

Photographer

Staff

revamp that might help rattle the
bones a bit less, including new
coaster rains that amusement
companies say will result in "an
even smoother ride”

According to Morey's, the new
trains will be made by Great Coast-
ers International, based out of Sun
bury, in Northumberland County,
Pa.

The Great White opened in Wild
wood in the summer of 1996 for
55.5 million. The coaster has a 150-
foot drop and reaches speeds ofup
1o 30 mph.

In 2023, The Inguirer joined o
team of inspectors that painstak-
ingly examined the coaster’s track.

inch by inch. every day it was open,
locking for loose bolis, signs of
wear, and marks left behind by the
Lrains.

“We could be out here six to
elght hours, depending on what
we found.” one inspector told the
Inquirer.

According o Morey's, the new
trains will be supported by a single
axle that will adapt to the track’s
curves, reducing the lateral “shul-
fling” associated with the ride.

jnark{@inguirer.com
215-824-0916

W jasonnark
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Keith Haring, who died in 1990, with his painted carousel. Sabina Sarnitz

Luna Luna
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Keith Haring Foundation

You've seen Keith Haring’s pop art.
Soon you can send mail with it

By Zoe Greenberg
Stafl Wiriies

A drawing by Keith Haring, the
Pennsylvania-born pop artist
whose distinctive style became
known worldwide before his
AlDS-related death in 19840, will
become a US. postage stamp next
year. The stamp will feature an unti
tled 1983 drawing by Haring of two
cartoon figures holding a beating
red heart aloft.

“The non-speciheity of the hig-
ures allows a variety ol people to
see themselves in this stamp.” Anto
nio Alcald, an ar director for USPS,
said in a statement.

Haring was born in Reading and
raised in Kutztown, Pa.. where he
learned cartoon drawing from his
farher Allen. an amareur cartoonist
and engineer. After high school,
Haring enrolled in the commercial

Ivy School of Professional Art in
Pittsburgh, before deciding that he
had no interest in becoming a com
mercial artist. He moved 1o New
York City in 1878.

It was there that he became a
star, first by chalking illustrations
on the unused black paper covering
advertusing panels in the subway

system. His exuberant drawings, of

dancing higures, monsters, mazes,
and lovers, were s0 beloved by com
muters and art appreciators alike
that he had to stop drawing under
ground — not because his artwork
was technically eriminal mischief,
but because it was suddenly too
prized.

“As soon as [ would finish some-
thing, somebody would nip it down.
Nobody was getting 1o seée the stuff.”
he told The Inquirer’s art eritic,
Michael Kimmelman, in 1986

Through the 1980s. Haring
became extraordinarily suceessful,

selling his canvasses foras moch as
$350,000. He simultaneously sold
his art through his retail store, the
Pop Shop, where people could buy
posters, buttons, and magnets at a
much lower price [ag.

He also ereated dozens of public
murals throughout the 1980s,
including a 300-foor mural on the
Berlin Wall, and designed antiapart-
heid, safe sex, and AIDS awareness
posters. An openly gay man, Haring
was diagnosed with AIDS in 1988.

Even as he became a wealthy
artist, Haring [aced eriticism about
the commercialism of his work,
with one critic describing it as
equivalent to“fast food,” according
to his obituary in the Associated
Press. For Haring, his retail shop
was similar 1o his subway illustra-
tions. a way of “breaking down the
barrers between high and lowart.”

Kutztown has claimed Haring
and mounted a Pennsylvania

historical marker in his honor ear-
lier this fall. But Haring felt liber-
ated when he left Pennsylvania.

*Iwasasquare in a round peg.” he
told The Inquirer in 1986, “I didn't
really fit into what you're supposed
to be in Kutztown. It's a little con-
servative for the way [ wanted to
lead my life.”

Haring died in 1990, at age 31,
from complications related to AIDS.
MNear the end of his lite, he explained
why he was still making art

“All of the things that you make
are a kind of guest for immortality,
he said. “Because you're making
these things that you know have a
different kind of life”

He deliberately left his 1989
Unfinished Painting incomplete to
denote the void left behind by the
lives lost to the AIDS epidemic.

rereenberg@inguirer.com
W zoerhere

‘Wicked dresses
on display in Philly

Before “Wicked" swept into theaters on Nov. 23, costumes from the
highly anticipated musical were on display at the Comcast Technology
Center, where Allyson Louie (left) and lrvin Schorsch took a look on
Thursday. The dresses, worn by Ariana Grande, who plays Galinda, and
Cynthia Erivo, who plays Elphaba, were on view for two days before
being shipped back to Los Angeles. Designed by Academy Award
nominee Paul Tazewell, the costumes capture the iconic look and colors
of witches in the Wizard of Oz universe. The first of two films based on
the 2003 Broadway musical, “Wicked" tells the story of Galinda and
Elphaba's days as students at Shiz University, where they formed an
l.l'lik.l'l" 'I'r'rlﬂdlhip, Jessica Grifthn / Staft Photographer

ADVICL

Cheater’s
fiancée
wants to
hearthe
ex’s side of
the story

By Carolyn Hax
Washingion Post

Adapied from an online discussion.

Question: I'm divorced because
I caught my then-husband cheat-
ing on me. He tried 1o deny it, make
me think | was crazy, but | had the
proof, so that was that.

| hadn't heard from him in well
over a vear until he called me our
of the blue. He asked me not to tell
his finneée he'd cheated on me., |
assured him I had no intention of
involving myself in his life. but then
he told me she wants o talk to me
and ask about why the marriage
ended before she'll agree to marry
him.

[ don't know what makes herwant
to do this and [ don't care, but I'm
berring it was something sketehy he
did. I told him [ won't lie but I won't
talk to her, either. But now she keeps
texting me asking to talk. Should |
keep dodging her or do 1 owe this
woman the truth?

Answer: She obviously already
knows it, or else she wouldn't feel
SUCh Urgency 1o talk o vouL She Just
doesn’t want to know it vet.

Memo to anyvone trying to hunt
down information like this. You
already know. Trust yourself. Thank
you

That's a way vou can respond 1o
her, if yvou want. *1 choose not to get
involved in anything to do with my
ex-hushand. Maybe the urgency yvou
feel to know the reason I divoreed
him is telling you what you need to
know.” '

Or you can block her, or vou can
just talk o her and do a sister a
solid. Put a quick stop to the gong
show this has become.

lell others he's pressuring you,
and make sure he knows that others
know.

Finally, the next time anyone
comes 1o you asking vou not 1o
tell something, please say, 1 won't
make that promise.” Especially if
he gives out vour number. Bonus
celestial points if yvou say, “And stop
asking people o lie for you.”

Then vou're free to follow your
own judgment as the situation
evolves vs. boxed in by a promise o
someone who: 1. Has stuff to hide
and refuses to stop generating
more. 2. Openly intends to deceive
SOMEenne ... N0, Wait, not just some
one, his next wife. 3. Extracied
vour promise under incomplete
pretenses.

I'll ler you ask your conscience
whether you owe her the truth, but
at this point, you might owe it to
yoursell to tell her. Discuss

Question: For my job. [ have to
call people I've never met, whose
names ['ve only been sent in writ-
ing, and I have no idea how to pro
nounce them.

What's the best way 1o open up
the call? I usually guess at the pro
nunciation, but [ feel like it's offen-
sive and off-putting to butcher
someone’s name, especially when
I'm basically cold-calling them. |
want to be mindful of other cul-
mures and not seem xenophobic or
ignorant

Answer: Have you tried running
the names through a pronunciation
ool first? Thar will at least get you
close.

He: Names: Just say, “['m calling
for Chyixlgn Bordigtvnagen. I'm
not sure ['ve got the pronunciation
right. Approximately O percent of
people get my last name correct
There are several ways it could be
pronounced by looking at it, none of
them correct. I don't care as long as
someone tries. What matters isn't
how you say something the frst
time. what matters is that vou make
an effort once you know.

Char with Carolvn Hax online ar
noon Fridavs at wwwavashington
POSLCOML

tellme{@washpost.com
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Why Choose P.J. Fitzpatrick?

T t Over 44 years, we've earned 1000's of 5-star
rus reviews and an A+ rating from the BBB.

We've replaced over 31,000 roofs in the Delaware

2 E)IPEI"IEI'IGE Valley and repaired thousands more.

Our 4.8 star ratings on Google and Guild Quality
speak for themselves.

Famous lifetime warranty on workmanship that
matches the manufacturers’ warranties.

Special pricing and financing programs to
meet your budget.

We do replacements and

repairs right the first time!

4.8 Stars % % W W %

9,012 Google Reviews @

610-900-4879 * TrustPJ.com
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WINOOWS - ROOFING - GUTTERS - DOORS - BATHS
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Jnnﬁ.‘mym played 14 seasons in the NFL, including nine with the Eagles. Anton Klusener / Staff lllustration Photos: Inguirer Archives / AP
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NFL job suits Runyan just fine

Once voted one of the
league’s dirtiest players,
the former Eagle has
been the vice president
of policy and rules
administration since
2016.

By Alex Coffey
Siafl Wiriter

A few months ago, Jon Runyan was
at the NFL Films office in Mount
Laurel when his phone rattled. It
was his former Eagles teammate,
Hugh Douglas. Douglas was tryving
1o settle a debate with their other
former teammate, Jon Ritchie, over
a play in 2001.

Ritchie, a fullback, was lined up
in the backfield for the Oakland
Raiders, and needed to make sure

the end man on the line of serim-
mage — Douglas — had his hands
down. So, he ran at Douglas full
speed and ook his legs out.

The NFL fined Ritchie $10,000,
which, 23 years later, he wanted
Douglas to pay back. because he
believed itwas a legal cut block. But
Douglas refused. maintaining that

the play was illegal.
They decided o consult an
expert — Runyan — who has

worked as the NFL's vice president
of policy and rules administration
since 2016. This was when the irony
began to set in.

“We knew he worked at the NFL
office.” Douglas said. “But then it
was like, wait a minute, Jon Runyan
does rules. He does the hine stufl.
We were like, ‘Are vou [expletive]
kidding me? Jon Runyan™™

The former oflensive tackle is
used to this reaction. He had a rep-
utation for playing past the whistle.
In a 2006 Sports [llustrated NFL

player poll. Runvan was voted the
second-dirtiest playerinthe league
(ried with Pittsburgh Steelers line-
backer Joey Porter and behind New
England Patriots safety Rodney

66

If you have an IT
system, and you
want to avoid
getting hacked,
you bringin a
hacker. If you want
to have good home
security, you bring
in a burglar.

Jon Rumyan

Harrison). He wasn't above trip-
ping a guy, or stepping on his feet,
or cleaning the pile.

Former defensive tackle Hollis
Thomas said the 6-foot-7, 330-
pound Bunyan se1 an aggressive
tone on his first day of Eagles prac-
tice 1m 2000,

A rookie defensive end, Dwight
Johnson, hit him with some force.
When he tried to do it again,
Runyan grabbed him, threw himon
the ground. and gave him a “that’s-
what-you-get nudge” with his footr

*[Jeremiah] Trotter came to [the
rookie's] rescue,” Thomas said.
“He was like, "Oh, you think you're
swole!” Then the entire defense
kind of jumped him. It was like
Runyvan was King Kong and the DBs
were the littdle airplanes”™

Ritchie said the Raiders would
dedicate a portion of their spe-
cial teams meetings to studyving
Runyan's “cheap shots”™ when the
Eagles were anempting 1o kick

extra points. He deseribed his
former teammate’s playing style as
“angry, “mean, and “cruel.”

As someone who racked up an
estimated 12-14 fines in his career,
Runyan understooad how handing
out discipline for the NFL would
look, But he took the job anyway,
and has held it for almost a decade.

“Everybody just kind of laughed
at it,” said Runyan, 50. “They were
like, after all the stufl you did on the
football field. how the hell did you
become a compliance guy”

“If you have an IT system, and
vou want to avoid getting hacked,
you bring in a hacker. It you want 1o
have good home security, vou bring
in a burglar™

‘Bully mentality’

Runyan developed his physical
playing style in college. He went
to the University of Michigan from

-+ SEE RUNYAN ONC3

kagles out West

Eagles wide receiver A.J. Brown looks focused pregame Sunday
in Los Angeles. Full coverage of the game vs. Rams at Inquirer.com.

Yong Kim Ciaff Photographer

NCAA FIELD HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIP
Northwestern spoils story for Hawks

St. Joe’s finishes the
season 20-4 after 5-0 loss

in title game.

By Mia Messina
Siaft Writer

ANNARBOR, Mich. - Their historic
field hockey season didn't end the
way the St Joseph's Hawks had
hoped.

The Hawks fell to Northwestern,
2-0, in the NCAA Division I champi-
cnship on Sunday at Phyllis Ocker
Field. giving the Wildeats their
second national championship in
program history. Their first was in
2021.

“1 obviously have a lot of emo-
rions right now,” St. Joes coach
Hannah Prince said, "but I'm super

proud of my team and the season
that we had and the effort that we
put into this game, and really all the
games this senson.”

Just six minutes into the first
quarter. sentor Maddie Zimmer, a
member of the U.S. Olympic team,
got the momentum rolling for the
Wildecats (23-1) with the first of two
goals.

*1 think that’s been the case, for
the last month, and a trend for the
senson that we like to start games
strong. Northwestern coach Tracey
Fuchs said. “We've been starting
strong, and I think that gives energy
o everybody when you can get a
touch on the ball and you can move
it around and play some attacking
hockey”

Just five minutes later, Philadel-
phia native and Camden Catholic
alumna Olivia Bent-Cole added 1o

Northwestern's lead, with an assist
from Zimmer. The nexi three goals
came from penalty corners, with
two from sophomore Ilse Tromp
and Zimmer's second of the game.

Zimmer, a native of Hershey. also
added an assist. Fellow Olympic
team member and Episcopal Acad-
emy graduate Ashley Sessa had two
assists. Senior Lauren Hunter fin-
ished with three assisis,

“She and Maddie are two of the
best., and she's so dependable,
and she's one of those players that
always goes under the radar” Fuchs
said of Hunter. “She is one of the
smartest players I've ever coached,
and so proud to have had her here at
Northwestern for four years.”

The Hawks finished with three
shots, and only one shot on goal
from fifth-year Celeste Smits, which

= SEE HAWEKS ON CS
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MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY
NOV. 25 NOV. 26 MOV, 27 MOV 28 WOV.29
MNeat: Dec. 1 3t Kavens, 225 pamn. (UESE)
s, Rockets
TEERS Tpm
KBCSP
vs. Dolden at Predators va. Rangers
FLYERS Kaights B pm Tpam.
T pm. NBCEP NBCSP+ NBCEP

Home game

E [=] THESCORE ONLINE

TV/RADIO
MONDAY

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN'S)

Bzl bvtationak Memphis vs. iConn,
Quarterfinal, Maid, Hawadl, 2:30 pom. (ESPNT)
Sanshine Slam Beach Brachet: Fordham vs.
Penn 5t.. Semifinal, Daytona Beach, Fla., 4 p.m.
(CBSSN)

Magi invttationat Colorado ve. Michigan St
Quarterfinal, Maui, Hawsil, 5 p.m, (ESPNT)
Fort Myers Tip-Oft: Michigan v=. Virginia Tech,
Semifnal, Fort Myers, Ha., 6 p.m. (F51)
Sunshine Slam Beach Bracket: Clemson ve. San
Francisco, Semihnal, Daytona Beach, Fa. 6:30
pum. (CHSSN)

Green Bay at Ohio 5L, 7 pam [BTN)

Fort Myers Tip-0ff: Xawier vs. South Carolina,
Semifinal, Fort Myers, Fla_ 8:30 p.m. (F5T)
Little Rock at linots, 9 pom. (BTN)

Maui nwitabional lowa St vs, Kuburn,
Quarterfinal, Maul Hawaii, 9 p.m. (ESPNL)

Scan the (R code to access all of your favorite Philadelphia teams’
! stats, schedules, and standings in real time. Dive deeperfor the
latest box scores, play-by-plays of each game, and more.
Questions? Contact customerservice@inquirer.com.

Mawi invitationak Dayton vs. North Carolina,
Cusrteriinal, Mawi, Hawai, TE30 pum, (ESPNE)
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN"S)
Battle 4 Alantis: TBD, Championship, Nassau,
Hahamas, noon (ESPNZ)

Battle 4 Atlantis: TBO, Third-Place Game,
Massay, Bahamas, 230 p.m. (ESPNL)

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL (BOY'S)
The Five for the Fight National Hoopfest:
Montverde Acadermy (Fla) vs. Wasatch
Academy (Utah), Pleasant Grove, Utah, 7pm.
(ESPNLI)

NBA

Dallas at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m. (NBATV)
Dkdahoma City at Sacramenta, 10 p.m. (NBATV)
NFL

Baltimore at LA Chargers, 15 pam. (ABC,
ESPN)

SOCCER (MEN'S)

Premier League: West Ham United at
Mewcastle United, 3 p.m. (LISA)

No.1South Garolina
dropped by UCLA

Associaled Press

Londynn Jones scored 15 points,
making all five of her 3-pointers,
and fifth-ranked UCLA stunned
No. 1 South Carolina 77-62, ending
the Gamecocks’ overall 43-game
winning streak and their run of 33
consecuive road viclores.

Coach Dawn Staley's Game-
cocks (5-1) lost for the first time
since April 2023, when Caitlin
Clark and Iowa beat them in
the NCAA Tournament national
semifinals,

Te-Hina Paopao scored 18
points and Tessa Johnson scored
14 for the Gamecocks, whose road
winning streak was third-longest in
Division | history.

It was the first time UCLA wok
down a No. 1 team in school history,
having been (-20 in such games.
The program’s previous best wins
were over a couple of No. 2s
Oregon in 2019 and Stanford in
2008,

UCLA(5-0)dominated from start
to finish, with the Bruins' suffocat-
ing defense preventing the Game-
cocks from making any sustained
SCOring runs.,

College Football

Alabama and Mississippi tumbled
out of the top 10 of the Associated
Press Top 25 poll Sunday and
Miami and SMU moved in following
a chaotic weekend in the SEC and
across college football in general

Oregon is No. | for the sixth
stralght week and Ohio State, Texas,
and Penn State held their places
behind the Ducks, who are the last
unbeaten team.

Penn State (10-1, 7-1 Big Ten)
fought past Minnesota, 26-25, on
Saturday as Drew Allar passed for
244 yards and a touchdown. The
Nittany Lions will close the regular
Se4s0n ‘jdlurddj. with a 3:30 p.m.
home game against Maryland.

The shuffling in the poll begins at
No. 5. where Notre Dame returned
for the first time since Week 2 after
bearing Army lor its ninth straight
win.

No. 6 Georgia and No, 7 Tennes-
cee each moved up two spots, No. 8
Miami got a three-rung promotion.
and No. 9 SMU jumped four pt-'u:
for its first top-10 ranking since
1985. SMU has clinched a spot in
the Atlantic Coast Conference title
game and would play Miami. if the
Hurricanes win at Syracuse this
week, or No. 12 Clemson.

Indiana dropped from No. 5 1o
No. 10 following its first defeat. a
38-15 loss at Ohio State. The Buck-
eyes will play Oregon in the Big Ten
championship game if they beat
Michigan for the first time in four
years this Saturday.

NHL

Drew Bannister is out as coach of
the St Louis Blues after less than
a full ealendar year on the job. Jim

Monigomery is back behind the
hench of an NHL team five days
after he was fired by the Boston
Bruins. The Blues fired Bannis
ter and hired Monigomery as his
replacement. a stunning move a
quarter of the way through the NHL
season that puts a seasoned coach
in charge of shepherding St. Louis
through a retooling period.

Golf

Down by two shots with two holes to
play, Jeeno Thitikul knew exactly
what was needed to capture the big-
gest prize in women's golf history.
And another eagle-birdie finish —
{or the second straight day — made
it happen

Thitikul elaimed the record-set-
ting 34 million first-place check
by winning the CME Group Tour
Championship in Naples, Fla. It's
the biggest money prize in wom-
en's golf history, bigger than even
the winner’s shares in three ol the
four men's major championships
this year.

Thitikul shot a 7-under 865 and
hinished the week at 22 under, one
shot ahead of Angel Yin (66). Yin
had a two-shot lead walking 1o the
17th tee, only towind up settling for
|h::- £1 million runner-up check.

- Maverick McNealy finally
became a winner on the final tour
nament of his hith year on the
PGA Tour, hitting 6-iron to 5 feet
for birdie on the 18th hole at Sea
Island for a 2-under 68 and a one-
shot victory in the RSM Classic at
5t. Simons Island, Ga.

He picked the right tume o end
nine holes without a birdie, even as
s0 many others were making them
Lo create a four-way tie for the lead.
The victory came in his 134th start
as a pro, and it sends him to Maui
to start the year at The Sentry and
to the Masters in April for the first
time,

NBA

Charlotte Hornets forward Grant
Willinms suffered a torn ACLin his
right knee and is out indefinitely.
The injury occurred late in the
fourth quarter of Charlote’s 125
119 loss 1o the Milwaukee Bucks on
Saturday night. Williams appeared
in 16 games with seven starts this
season, averaging 10.3 points, 5.1
rebounds, 2.3 assists and 1.1 steals
in 29.9 minutes per game.

MLEB

Rico Carty. who won the 1970 NL
batting title when he hit a major
league-best 366 for the Atlanta
Braves, has died. He was 85.

Carty made his big league debut
with the Braves in September 1963,
He batted 330 with 22 homers and
88 RBIls in his first full season in
1964. finishing second to Dick
Allen in voting for NL Rookie of
the Year. Carty batted 299 with 204
homers and 890 RBIs over 15 vears
in the majors,

T e s

Tunplﬂlyﬂﬂﬂi:irmr_ﬁcldm;: into the end zone past Giants cornerbacks Dru Phillips (22) and Cor'Dale

Flott (28) in the visiting Bucs' 30-7 romp. Rich Schultz / Associated Press

NFL|WEEK12

ommanders can’t kick as
Cowboys end 5-game skid

Associated Press

Austin Seibert missed his second
extra point of the game with 21 sec-
onds left afterWashington's Jayden
Daniels and Terry McLaurin con-
nected on an 86-vard touchdown,
Dallas’ Juanyeh Thomas returned
the ensuing onside kick attempt
for a touchdown, and the visiting
Cowboys pulled out a 34-26 victory
Sunday that exiended the Com-
manders’ skid o three games.

Seibert, who missed the previous
two games with a right hip injury,
wias wide left on the point-after
attempt following a low snap.
Thomas then took the kick back 43
yards as the Cowboys (4-7) ended
theirlosing streak at five in improb-
able fashion.

Part of that was the play of
backup Cooper Rush, who threw
for 247 vards and two TDs in his
third start in place of starter Dak
Prescott, Part was also the defense
forcing two tumovers, as Chauncey
Golston ripped the ball out of Brian
Hobinson Jr's hands for what was
called an interception of Daniels in
the second quarter, and Donovan
Wilson stripped John Bates midway
through the fourth.

KaVonte Turpin provided the fire-
works with a spinning, 99-vard kick-
off return TD seconds after Daniels
found Zach Ertz in the end zone and
scored on 4 two-paint conversion o
cut the deficit to three with 3:02 left.
In the final three minutes alone, the
Commanders(7-3) scored 10 points
and allowed Thomas' TD.

Washington running backs
Austin Ekeler suffered a concus-
sion and was taken to a hospital
for further evaluation when he was
tackled on a kickoff return with 9
seconds lefr

Buccaneers 30, Giants 7 — Al
East Rutherford, N.J.. Baker May-
field catapulted into the end zone
on a spectacular 10-vard scramble
for one of Tampa Bay's four rushing
touchdowns, and the Buceaneers
(2-6) snapped a [our-game losing
streak and extended New York's
skid 1o six. The Giants are 2-9.

The Giamts™ decisions this week
to bench and then release quar
terback Daniel Jones did nothing
to help the NFL's lowest-scoring
offense, Tommy DeVito threw for
1889 vards, mostly in the second half.

Chiefs 30, Panthers 27 — At
Charlotie, N.C., Patrick Mahomes
threw for 269 yards and three
touchdowns, Spencer Shrader
kicked a 3l-yard field goal as time
expired and Kansas City (10-1)
reached double-digit wins for the
10th straight season.

Noah Gray caught two TD passes
as the Chiefs bounced back from
last week's loss at Buffalo and won
at the buzzer yet agnin in a season
of narrow escapes. Bryce Young fin-
ished 21 of 35 for 262 yards and a
touchdown for the Panthers (3-8

Carolina rookie tight end JaTav-
ion Sanders was discharged from
the Carolinas Medical Center after
suffering a neck injury.

Vikings 30, Bears 27 (OT) — At
Chicago, Sam Darnold threw for

80 of his 330 yards in overtime to
set up Parker Romo's game-ending
29-vard field goal after Minnesota
(9-2) had allowed 11 poinis 1o the

=ars (4-7) in the hinal 22 seconds
of regulation. Caleb Williams threw
for 340 yards and two touchdowns
for the Bears {4-7), who lost their
fifth straight.

Minnesota appeared to have
the game in hand, leading 27-16
with 1:56 left after Romo kicked o
26-yard feld goal. But the Bears
weren't finished.

Deandre Carter made up for o
mufted punt that led 1o a Minne-
sota touchdown in the third quar-
ter with a 55-yard kickoff return to
the 40. Williams took it from there,
capping an eight-play drive with a
I-yard touchdown pass to Keenan
Allen. A two-point LLHI"-LI sion pass
to DJ Moore made it 27-24 with 22
seconds remaining,

The Bears recovered the onside
kick and Williams hit Moore over
the middle fora 27-yard gain to the
30 before spiking the ball. Cairo
Santos made a 48-yard bield goal as
regulation time expired.

Lions 25, Colts 6 — At India-
napolis, Jahmyr Gibbs rushed for
two scores and David Montgomery
added a third touchdown run for
Detroit (10-1). The Colts (5-7) lost
their second straight home game
and for the fourth time in their past
five games.

Gibbs" first score extended
Detroit’s league record to 25 con-
secutive games with a TD run,
including the playoffs. He's also
the third Lions player with 1000
scrimmage yards and 10 TDs in
each of his first two pro seasons
with Detroit, joining Billy Sims and
Barry Sanders

Packers 38, 49ers 10 — At
Green Bay, Wis., Josh Jacobs rushed
for 106 yards and matched a career
high with three touchdowns as
the Packers (8-3) trounced short-
handed San Francisco (5-6)

Injuries left the 49ers without

quarterback Brock Purdy ishoul
der}, threetime All-Fro left tackle
Trent Williams (ankle) and four-
time Pro Bowl edge rusher Nick
Bosa (hip/obliquel among others.

Dolphins 34, Patriots 15 — At
Miami Gardens, Fla., Tua Tagov
ailoa threw for 317 vards and four
touchdowns, including two scores
to running back De'Von Achane as
Miami (5-6) posted its third straight
winwhile dropping New England to
3-9,

Titans 32, Texans 27 — Al Hous-
ton, Will Levis threw for 278 yards
and his 70-yard touchdown pass to
Chig Okonkwo put Tennessee on
top in the fourth quarter.

Okonkwo grabbed a short pass
and rumbled for the touchdown to
put the Titans (3-8) up 30-27 with
L5 minutes remaining. Safety Eric
Murray missed a tackle that would
have stopped him near midfield.

The Texans (¥-3) had a chance
to tie it with less than two minutes
remaining, but Ka'imi Fairbairn's
28-vard hield-goal attempr sailed
wide left.

Broncos 29, Raiders 19 — Ai
Las Vegas, Bo Nix passed for 273
yards and had two touchdown
passeés (o break the team’s rookie
record of 14 set by Marlin Briscoe
n 196H.

Denver (7-3) took another step
toward an unexpected playofl spot
with its second victory in a row. Las
Vegas (2-9) has lost seven consecu-
Ve gumes.

Haiders quarterback Gardner
Minshew landed hard on his left
shoulder late in the game and is
done for the season with a broken
collarbone.

Seahawks 16, Cardinals 6 — At
Seattle, Coby Bryant returned an
interception 69 yards for a touch-
down and Leonard Williams had
215 sacks as the Seahawks moved
into a tie with the Cardinals for
the NFC West lead at 6-5 by snap-
ping Arizona’s four-game winning
streak.

Cowboys wide receiver Jalen Tolbert ] celebrates his 6-yard
touchdown reception in the third quarter against Washington.
Stephanie Scarbrough / Associated Press
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Jon Runyan hugs Tra Thomas after the former offensive linemen were inducted into the Eagles Hall of Fame in 2021. Monica Herndon

Runyan

*CONTINUED FROM C1

1992-95, where he was coached
in the hard-nosed, bruising, Bo
Schembechler brand of foothall,
which was still in place even after
the coach's retirement in 1989, In
Michigan's team meeting room,
players would see two words:
“pursuit,” for defense, and “harass-
ment,” for offense.

T'he message was clear.

“Always be up in someone’s face,”
Runyan said. “*Leaning on him.
pushing on him. The guy I'm block
ing is a better athlete and faster
than me 99% of the time. So. if I do
Just enough to annay him, and he's
trying to fight me, that takes his ath-
letic ability away.”

He was selected by the Houston
Oilers in the fourth round of the
1986 NFL draft, and moved with
the team (o Tennessee in 1997, By
that point. he'd become a starter.
and was quickly developing a repu
tation for being a "nasiy-ass offen-
sive lineman.” in Douglas® words.
Hunvan helped guide the ['ans o
the Super Bowl in 1999, and signed
a six-year, $30 million contract with
the Eagles im 2000

It was a lot of money. But in
return. they got “the best right
tackle in football,” in then-coach
Andy Reid’s opinion

“We throw a lot of money around
in thisz business,” Heid told The
Inguirer in 2000. *It's good 1o see
that money go to someone who
deserves in”

Runyan spent his 14 NFL sea-
sons toeing the line of physi
cal-but-not-illegal. This proved o be
more difficult after he signed with
the Eagles. League rules became
maore stringent, and he was forced
to adjust

He couldn’, for example, jump
across the pile, over Duce Staley,
and a throng of defensive line
men., shove San Franciseo $9ers
linebacker Jamie Winborm — right
before the whistle was blown — and
always expect 1o get away with i

“He just waylaid him.” Douglas
said. "1 was like, "What the [exple-
tive] is he doing™™

This gritty mentality gave the
Eagles exactly what they needed
at the time. When Runyan arrived
in 20K}, they were a team in search
of offense. Donovan McMabb was a
yvoung, developing quarterback in
his first full year ns an NFL starter.
Ihey did not have many big-play
weapons in their passing game.

In short, they were lacking an
oflensive identity, and Runyan gave
them one.

“He wouldn't vell and seream,”
Douglas said. "but when he put that
helmet on, and it was time to play
toothall, you were like, "Yeah, | see
why Andy [Reid] got this [expletive].
Cause he crazy’ He set the tone”

."'l.'.||.1|.'lj 1ill'lf'|'!l_'|:' E::l:lﬂh._'.'n CENnLer
Hank Fraley: “Everybody fed off
of him. He brought that bully
mentality.”

With Runvan anchoring their
offensive line, the Eagles reached
the divisional round twice, the NFC
championship game four times,
and the Super Bowl in the 2004
season, in which they narrowly lost
to the Patriots, 24-21. He retired
after spending the 2009 season
with the San Diego Chargers. and
ran for office in New Jersey's third

congressional district in 2010

Runvan won, and served two
terms in the House of Hepresen
tatives. He didn't se¢k a third term.
The former tackle liked the process
of legislating, but he didn't like all
that came with it: The public pos
turing. the fundraising. So, in 2016,
he reached out to Howie Roseman
about a role in plaver engagement.

Hoseman, the Eagles' exec
utive vice president of football
operations. told him to write a
job description. Runyan sent it
to former Eagles teammate Troy
Vincent. who used to be the head
of player engagement for the NEL,
and Vincent called him back

“Are you interviewing for this
Job?" he asked. "] might have a posi
tion for you up here.”

Vincent wanted Runyan to be the
head of discipline for the league
office. He would analvze rules,
make sure they were implemented,
and if they weren't. he'd hand out
fines. Runyan accepted the job,
and found it o be Inuinve work
Despite existing in the gray area
during his playing career — where
any given hit could elicita flag — he
said that he had a very black-and-
white understanding of the rules.

He knew where the line was
drawn, and was not reckless in
crossing it. This understanding has
helped him in his current role even
though the league’s rules are quite
different now

Making the change

The NFLsaid it has made more than
a0 changes to its rulebook since
2002, For example, when Runyan
started with the Eagles, tackling
a player by grabbing the inside of
his shoulder pads ("the horse-col-
lar tackle”™) was legal. Now, it is not
only a penalty, but it can draw a fine.
These rule changes are a lot 1o keep
track of. and Runyvan's job is tomake
sure that nothing is overlooked

“People don't realize, the offici-
ating crews are like a quarterback”
Runyan said. “So depending on the
formation, they have reads that
they're going through. progres
sions that they re going through,
and a lot of times they just move
down to the next progression, and
something happens when they take
their eves off of their first read.

1 have the benefit of slowing
It down and taking a look at all
22 players, so I can see that kind
of stuff. And I can tell you, a lot of
times, even when we watch it live on
Sunday, there's no flag on the hield.
And it's ke, ‘Alnght, I'm already
tagging that play because I know
there was a foul missed here.™

Every Sunday, Hunyan and Vin
cent watch all the games, with an
eye on potential fouls. They review
them again on Monday with the
NFLs compliance team. Runyan
sits with coaching supervisors on
Tuesday to let them knowwhat calls
were missed, and on Wednesday,
he and a few other NFL executives
decide which plays are worthy of a
fine.

Hunyan has been careful not
to show any favoritism — even
to his own son. In 2022, he fined
then-Fackers guard Jon Runyan Jr.
$5.215 for unnecessary roughness
in a game against the New York

Staff Photographor

Mo one in the NFL is spared from being fined by Jon Runyan, even his son, Jon Runyan Jr. Bryan Woolston /AP

Giants. Out of courtesy. Runyan
gave Junior a heads up.

“He had amempred (o do a leg
whip earlier in the game, and [ knew
he was still asleep, so | just texted
him,” Runyan said. "l go, " You know,
this play in the second quarter, you
tried to leg whip this guy. but you
missed. And then 20 minutes later,
I'm like, “You did it again. and you
got him! You'll have a letter by the
end of the week.™

He will dole out 300 to 500 fines
a year, but his job s not all about
punishment. It's about protection
and making the gnme safer. This is
the part that most excites Hunyan
Compared to Congress, where
meaningful change takes a long
time, foothall moves quickly. And
the results of those changes can be
life-altering.

He points to the “Use of the
Helmet™ rule as an example. It was
tweaked a few years ago “we
added six words 1o it,” Runyan said

and so far, the league has seen
fewer helmet-to-helmet hirs.

These kinds of outcomes make
those long days in the league office
worth it. Runyan understands, nirst-
hand. how violent football can be.
He said he hasn't suffered severe

post-retirement injuries. but notall
of his former teammates have been
as fortunate. Former Oilers and
Titans tight end Frank Wycheck
estimated he had 25 concussions
during his 1l-year career. He died
ar 52 in 2023,

Brian Westbrook, one of Runyan's
former Eagles teammartes, said
he believed concussions were
the cause of memory loss that he
began experiencing in his 30s. It's
likely that football players have
sustained concussions for as long
as the sport has been played. But
for decades, the long-term health
Issues resulting from concussions
were unknown. It wasn't until the
2000s when that perception began
o change, following the suicide
deaths of multiple retired NFL
SIATS

Runvan was in the midst of his
NFL career at that time. When he
was playing, he didn’t think much
about how he'd feel when he was 60
But his hope is that he can encour-
age more players to think about that
oW,

“Two of my former teammates
are dealing with a lot of brain injury
issues.” Runvan said, without spec-
ifying which teammates. “A lot of

drug abuse and a lot of depression
stuff. Legitimate issues. In and
out of rehab, broke the family up,
all that kind of swuff. And I try o
communicate with them and talk
o them as much as [ can, but it is
really difficulr

“And unfortunately, that was
a part of the sport. But that's why
youre seeing the NFL shifting
towards playving safer, and creat
ing rules like use of the helmet. thar
mandate that we get the head out of
the game,”

This is admirable work, and
Runyan plans to continue to do it
But that doesn’t mean his former
teammates will stop teasing him

love to see all of these guys
transiton inm new careers,” Doug-
las said. “It’s great 1o see growth.
But at the same time, I'm like, damn,
this ain’t the [expletive] that | know
I remember what this [expletive]
used to be. This dirty-ass playing
[expletive].

“To hear he's giving out fines ...
It’s like, man, God is good. Because
if he can change. anvbody can, yvou
knowwhat I mean?”

acolfey{@inguirer.com
¥ byalexcoffey



c4 | CITY & SUBURBS | C

THE PHILADELFPHIA INQUIRER

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2024

SPORTS

INGQUIrer-com, Sporis

INSIDE THE 76ERS

McCain front-runner for Rookie of the Year
7

The numbers say he’s
been the best — and his
teammates agree: ‘He is
anincredible kid.

By Keith Pompey

w

Safl Writer

ared MeCain is accomplish-
ing more than being the lone
consistent hright spot for the
strugeling 76ers; He's in the
midst of one having one of the
best starts in NBA history
And for that, the 16th pick in
June's NBA draft should be the
early front-runner for the league's
Rookie of the Year award. As he
showed Friday against the Nets,
when he was caught on-court
saving, “I'm Rookie of the Year’
McCain agrees
1 did say [that],” he said after
the victory. “It was pretty clear.
It's one of my goals for the season,
abviously. But it’s just that com-
petitiveness coming out of me. I
respect every other rookie in this
league. But obviously, I'm believing
in myself. And yeah, some words
definitely came out at that point”
McCain's declaration was not
without warrant. He led all rook
25 in points (2458), scoring aver
age (16.5 per game), and made
three-pointers (38) heading into
Sunday's game against the Los
Angeles Clippers at the Wells
Fargo Center. On the surface,
those numbers are solid, but not
overwhelming.

Sixers guard Jared McCain has averaged 26.6 points in his first five gamesii

But consider these two stansiics
{or McCain since he was inserted
into the starting lineup on Nov. 13:
His 24 three-pointers are the most
in the first five stars of a plaver’s
career in NBA history. And his scor
ing average as starter (26.6 poinis)
is the most by a rookie since Hall
of Famer Michael Jordan averaged
28.2 points with the Chicago Hulls
during the 1984-85 season.

In addition to that, the former
Duke guard has recorded two
career-high 30-point performances
since decoming a starter. And his
six three-pointers while scoring 30
points Friday night against Brook
lyn also tied a career high.

“We said it belore, he isan incred-
ible kid” teammate Guerschon

Yabusele said. “His energy and
evervthing he's got going on. just
pushing us to do more, vou know,
individually. When It is a 1le gnme
and he is able to do whatever he is
going to do for us on the court. it's
amazing, you know, and just keeps
us going.”

The Los Angeles Lakers, mean
while, will tell you that Dalton
Knecht should be the front-runner
for Rookie of the Year.

The 6-foor-6 guard is ted lor the
third-best rookie scoring average
at 11.5 points. He's second behind
McCain in made three-pointers
(36). And the former University of
Tennessee standout had a career
high 37 points while making 9 of
12 three-pointers during Toesday'’s

n the starting lineup. Charles Fox / Staff Photographer

124-118 victory over the Utah Jazz
That performance tied the NBA
record for the most threes made by
a rookie. At that time, it also moved
Knecht to 14-0f-17 from three over
his two most recent home gnmes.

After that game, LeBron James
called out every team that didn't
select Knecht before the Lakers
snagged him with the 17th pick in
June’s draft

“[The Lakers] didn't find DE. The
other 16 teams [expletive] it up,”
the Lakers star said. “Did anybody
watch him? They just didn't [exple
tve] itup.”

But MeCain is doing a great job of

showing why the Sixers picked him
over Knechi. His 38 three-pointers
passed Hall of Famer Allen Iverson

for the most made threes by a
Sixers rookie in his first 15 games

MeCain also took a streak of
SEVEN STralght games with ar least
20 points into Sunday's game. He
joins Iverson (11 times), Joel Embiid
(10}, and Jerry Stackhouse (g1ght) as
the only Sixers rookies to accom-
plish the feat.

"He's good,” Tyrese Maxey said
"... He's fearless. When you're fear-
less like that, when you have that
ivpe of confidence, it's a good feel-
ing. We need that”

And these reasons are why
McCain has emerged as the early
Rookie of the Year front-runner.

Kpompeviainguirer.com
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Maxey’s lessons, Drummond’s pressure, a win

By Gina Mizell

Sall Wriier

Tyrese Maxey halted a question
about the 76ers finally making
shots with a chuckle.

“1 ain't gonna lie, it felt good
to win, the Sixers” All-Star point
guard said Friday, after the Sixers
topped the Brooklyn Nets, 113-88.
"I'm not going to sit here and ralk
about making shots. We played so
hard, offensively and defensively,
(and] played rogether. Guys stuck
together”

Une victory over the subpar Nets
does not érase that the Sixers lost
12 of their first 14 games, and did
not record a regulation victory until
the 2024-25 season was nearly a
month old

But Friday brought welcomed
relief during a week that had
been defined by a lengthy post
game meeling in Miami. then Joel
Embiid popping off about details
of said meeting being leaked to
media outlews, then injury absences
(again) from Embiid and newcomer
Paul George. The Embiid situation
remains dicey. as swelling in his left
knee caused him to miss Friday's
game and will keep him sidelined
through at least Sunday’s matchup
ngainst the Los Angeles Clippers.

Sill, the Sixers locker-room
speaker blasted hip-hop music fol-
lowing Friday's shorthanded win.
largely thanks to 56 points from
the budding guard duo of Maxey
and still-scorching rookie Jared
McCain along with a defense thar
parlayed 19 Nets turnovers into 28
points. Then, Maxey reiterated a
message he had shared earlier in
the week. noting it was part of that
meetng in Minmi

“It’s been a constant theme over
the past 14 games: teams go on a
run, and we laid down and we just
let them continue pressing on.”
Maxey said. “Today, they went on a
run. | We| called nmeout, and we did
what we were supposed to do: We
hit them back. Punched them right
back, and now we're right back in
the game.”

Here are some more behind
the-scenes nuggets from another
interesting week during the Sixers'
clunky start

Drummond'’s joy

Andre Drummond sat on the floor

Tyrese Maxey dunks to score two of his 26 points in the Sixers' win

against the Brooklyn Nets. Steven M. Falk

of Miami's Kaseva Center court
following Monday’s pregame
warm-up, bouncing a ball with his

young daughter, Aubrey.

That was an instant mood boost,
the veteran center said. And he
hopes o carry more of that jov into
his play., acknowledging he has
been “putting oo much pressure
on myself” during a rough indi
vidual start while Embiid has been
sidelined for 11 of the Sixers’ first
13 games.

“It's something that I've got to do
better with.” Drummond told The
Inguirer from shootaround in Mem
phis on Wednesday. “Just get out of
my head and play more freely.
[I've been] trying to do everything
perfectly, msread of just playing
the game the way it's supposed to
be played.”

Drummond received the same
critique from coach Nick Nurse,
who first delivered the message to
the team and then repeated it pub-
licly during his news conference
before Monday s game In Miami.
Drummond entered Friday averag-
ing 8.5 points and 8.9 rebounds in
13 games, but his shooting numbers
are down and the eye test indicates

Staff Photographar

he has not béen the same interior
foree on either end of the floor.

“I'm trying to get him (o relax a
little bit out there and have some
enjoyment playing,” Nurse said
of Drummond. ~ It looks & little bit
like it's too much hard work for him
right now, rather than enjoyment.
He's, like, the best dude ever. I'm
trving to get him to take some of
that same character and attitude
to the game and enjoy it a livtle bic”

Still, Drummond’s role has con
tinued to fluctoate in recent games.
With Embiid ruled out against the
Nets, Nurse opted to start Guer
schon Yabusele at center. Drum-
moand. though, finished with 10
points and six rebounds in 16
reserve minuies, including a thun-
derous alley-oop slam set off by
McCain and multiple opportunities
1o finish when barreling down the
lane

Bona's back-and-forth trip

Even before that lengthy postgame
meeting, Monday was bizarre for
the Sixers because of Embiid’s
ever-changing health status. He
entered that day against listed as

quéstionable to play against the
Heat because of an illness, then
doubtiul atter he missed shootar-
ound. then available to play follow-
ing a pregame warmup.

Ihat all came after Embiid was
a full participant in Sunday’s prac-
tice, believed to be a positive sign
for his ongoing posi-Surgery knee
condition. So following that team
session, the Sixers put rookie
center Adem Bona on an alrplane
to Atlanta to join the G League’s
Delaware Blue Coats fortheir znme
against the College Park Skyvhawks

Bona arrived late Sunday
because of a flight delay, then went
through a walkthrough with the
Blue Coats the following morning.
Then, the Sxers notihed Bona that
he immediately needed o fly back
to Miami to be their emergency
big-man option against the Heat, in
case Embiid was unable to play.

Bona was on the Kaseya Center
floor by 2:15 pm.. as the first Sixer
to go through pregame warmups.
While drilling hook shots and
down-the-lane dunks. plaver devel-
opment coach Fabulous Flournoy
reminded Bona that, if he got in
the game that night, he might be
matched up against All-Star and
Olympian Bam Adebayo. Alast-min
ute film session awaited Bonawhen
he got back to the locker room.

" Iwas just asking the [Blue Coars|
guys, ‘Have you guys experienced
this before™™ Bona said of the cha-
ofic back-and-forth trip. "And they
were like, “Yeah. this is normal” ...
| flew all the way there just for a
practice.”

Such is life for the 20245 sec
ond-round draft pick, who is
expected to toggle between the
Sixers and G League this season.
Bona played in a Blue Coats game
the previous Monday in Wilming-
ton. then drove back to Philly to
receive his hrst signiicant NEA
minutes on Wednesday against a
Cleveland Cavaliers team anchored
by fronteourt stars Evan Mobley
and Jarrett Allen

“This is what 1 signed up for,”
Bona told his brother earlier this
week, “so | can’t complain”™

Inside the huddle

As the Sixers huddled for last
Friday's tipofl' in Orlando. Ricky
Council IV and Reggie Jackson
were ar the center of the group, a
second-year player and veteran

whose minutes have been sporadic
so far. Both are tryving to bring some
positive energy to their teammates,

“That’s what we get paid o do,.”
Council told The Inguirer. “We're
not getting paid to score. We're not
getting paid to play every night
They want us on the team. If they
didn’t want us, wewouldn't be here.
S0 we're going to do whatever we
can to impact the game, if it's cheer
ing, bringing some posilive energy.
all that™

Both players’ oppormnity arrived
later in the week, when a hip injury
to Kyle Lowry left a void at point
guard and Nurse began searching
for playvers who could provide a
spark during Wednesday's game at
the Memphis Gnzzlies.

Council responded with
two rim-rocking dunks, which
prompied Maxey o holler, "Come
on. Ricky!™ from the bench. Then.,
Jackson had nine points on 3-of-7
shooting from three-point range
and two assists in Friday's vietory
over the Nets.

Student becomes teacher

Maxey's leadership has been a pop-
ular topic since training camp, and
has clearly manifested in his blos
soming relationship with MceCain

While still sidelined with a ham
siring injury during last Friday s
loss at Orlando, Maxey pulled
McCain overtothe sideline for early
pointérs on how to handle the phys
icality of being guarded by rugged
defender Jalen Suggs. In Memphis,
Maxey offered ups about how hit-
ting Embiid with pocket passes
would open up more scoring space
for McCain

It was also apparent when they
sat together during Friday's news
conference, and McCain was asked
about television cameras catching
him yelling “I'm the Rookie of the
Year!” following a big bucket during
his 30-point outburst.

MeCain mnitially ried o covly
deny those words, saving, “1 don't
know what came to my mind at that
moment, but | guess | said that”

“You guess?™ Maxey replied.

“Yeah. | did say that 1 did.
It was pretty clear, MeCain
acknowledged

~“There we go, Maxey assured his
leammate.

gmizelli@inguirer.com
W ginamizell
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PHILLIES OFFSEASON

Crawford’s ‘dream’
playing for Team USA

By Lochlahn March
Staff Writer

Justin Crawford only took about
two weeks off.

Shortly after the minor league
season ended this fall, the Phillies’
No. 3 prospect was back on the dia
mond at Team USA's training camp
in Arizona. Crawford was one of 28
players selected o represent the
United States in the Premierl2
tournament. a championship con-
tested between the top 12 ranked
national teams

Crawford, the Phillies’ firs1-
round pick in 2022, has been able
(o pariay the success following his
late-season promotion to double-A
Reading into success on the inger-
national stage. Plaving alongside
other top prospects as well as MLB
veterans, the 20-year-old outhelder
helped his country punch its ticket
to the Super Round in Tokyo, which
opéned plavon Thursdaywitha 9-1
loss to No. 1 Japan. In six gnmes.,
Crawford is hitting 333 with three
doubles and a homer.

“Ever since I was 10, 11, 12 vears
old, it's been a dream of mine to
play for Team USA.” Crawlord said
in a telephone interview. “Play for
something that's really just bigger
than yourself™

After training camp and a few
exhibition games against Arizona
State, the team headed 1o Mexico
for the group stage of competition.
The U.S, entered the tournament
ranked fifth internationally, but
it fell behind early in the opening
round with losses to Puerto Rico
and Veneruela. The Americans
needed a win in their final group
game against Mexico on Nov. 14 to
move on to the next stage in Japan.

The hosts scored first in an
intense environment in Guada-
lajara. but the LS. stormed back
to a 12-2 win — helped along by a
Jor-4 performance by Crawlord,
including his first home run of the
tournament

“That one felt special.” he said. *Tt
always feels good to hita homer. But
just ar thar arena, with that crowdd,
for my country, for my team. that's
something that I will never forget”

Crawford has been showcasing
some power this tournament. with
a L010 OPS. He eredits his strong
mindset. especially when the LS.
was facing elimination.

“Whar [ did every day through-
out the season. having to take it
one game at a time.” Crawford said.
“It's easy to start looking into the
future, to be like. “Oh. what's going
to happen? What's going on with
this™ Jusi sitting down and sinking
into the moment. and just trving Lo
be where your feet are, that's really
all you can do.”

The competition is similar to
what he has experienced so far
in the minors, he sald, with many
teams bringing & mix of vouth and
experience to the tournament.

oS

Players on major league 40-man
rosters are ineligible for the Pre-
mierl2, but free agents and minor
leaguers are permitted. Crawford
faced former Phillies shortstop
Didi Gregorius on Team Nether
lands in the opening round.

The setup gives Team USA's
young players an opportunity to
learn from their veteran team-
mates. One suchveteran is 44-year-
old pitcher Rich Hill, who already
knows a thing or two about playing
with the Crawford family.

Hill, who has thrown 1012 score
less innings in three starts for
the US., played alongside Justin's
father, Carl, twice in their profes
sional careers. They first coincided
in Boston from 2011-12. and then
weTe teammates again on the
Dodgers in 2016

Now, the kid who was running
around the Red Sox clubhouse 13
years ago is starting in center field
with Hill on the mound.

"My dad couldn’t believe he was
still playing.” Justin said.

While Carl can’t make the tour
nament in person, he sull texis
Justin after every gnme to give
him feedback. When he puts on
the Team USA jersey. the younger
Crawford is not only fulfilling a
childhood dream, he's also follow-
ing in his father’s footsteps.

Carl Crawford, a four-time All
Star with Tampa Bay, suited up
for Team USA at the 2001 Base-
ball World Cup {which has since
been discontinued in favor of an
expanded World Baseball Classic).
Just over two years before Justin
was born, his father won silver
when the US lost to Cuba in the
championship game.

On Sunday. Team USA secured
a bronze medal with a 6-1 victory
over Venezuela at the Tokyo Dome.
Crawford recorded a walk and
scored a run.

“Me and my dad, we are con
stantly, always competing with
each other,” Crawford said. “It's a
really special moment. not just for
me, but for the two ol us, that we get
to share that with each other”

Crawford has high expecia-
tions for his third full professional
season. And the Phillies organi
zanon is expecnng big things —
president of baseball operations
Dave Dombrowski said last month
that Crawlord is “coming verv fast.
and he wouldn't be surprised if he
broke through to the majors at any
time.

With the international tourna
ment concluded, Crawford said
he's planning to take another week
or so off to decompress. But after
that, its right back 1o work.

“I'm trving to come L0 spring
training and just make something
happen,” Crawiord said. “1I'm just
trying to be fully ready to the best
of my ability”

Imarchi@minguirer.com
W lochlahn

Phillies prospect Justin Crawford hit .333,/.380/.455in 40 games

at double-A Reading after being promoted late in the season. Jose F.

Moreno / Staff Photographer

Runners navigate the crowd on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway. Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer

PHILADELPHIAMARATHON

Local mom rallies for win

Florioisthe second
woman from Philadelphia
towin the race in recent
years. On the men’s side,
it was another winner
from the Keystone State.

By Paulic Loscalzo
Snff Writer

On Sunday, the city of Philadelphia
tonk to the streets to witness the
Philadelphia Marathon — and the
fans got to watch one of their own
eross the finish line first.

With 17.000 runners lined up in
the shadow of the Art Museum, an
estimated 100,000 spectators lined
the course to cheer on [riends,
elite runners, and even complete
strangers who were taking on the
26.2-mile challenge.

On the women's side. many Phila-
delphians found themselves cheer
ing on a neighbor.

In a remarkable turn of events,
local runner Katie Floriomounted a
late comeback that saw the 30-year-
old surge past her opponent en
route to becoming a rare Philadel-
phian to win the women’s side of
the Philadelphia Marathon. (Race
organizers previously said they
believed the last time there was a
local winner was in the 1980s, but
it happened most recently in 2022

The last Philadelphia woman to
win the marathon before Amber
Zimmerman in 2022 was Lori
Lawson, who won in 1987 and 1988.

The feeling of a home-course
advaniage was not lost on Florio,
who resides in Center City. After
crossing the finish line, she pro-
claimed. *My city. my win.”

“Living in the city, | run these
stréels twice a day,” Florio sald. *Ir
was cool, like, I knew the tangents.
1 knew the course.”

In describing her favorite part
of the course, the Archbishop Car
roll High and Penn State graduate
explained that. “there’s so many
different segments, like it's easy to
chunk it up. It's not boring. There's
a ton of fans and there's so many
people | know cheering for me”

Florio had placed third in 2019,
but a lot has changed in her life
since that race. After giving birth
to her first child in October 2023,
Florio expected to be back running.
but *not like this"

“Coming back postpartum. that
was alittle bit of a chip on my shoul-
der, like you don't know if you're
going to get better,” Florio said.
“And this season. I've just gotten
faster. so it's really incredible.”

Florio, who grew up in Ardmore,
finished in 2 hours, 32 minutes,
42 seconds. That was 44 seconds
faster than the second-place fin-
isher, Aberu Mekuria Zennebe.

William Loevner of Pittsburgh takes the men’s race at the Philadelphia

Marathon. Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer

For most of the course, Florio
was knotted in a tight race with
Zennebe. She overtook the Ethio-
pian with three miles to go.

“Coming back from Manayunk,
me and [Zennebe] were right next
toeach otherI knew that with three
[miles] to go, | was like, ‘1 got to
make a move now,” Florio said. It

just started to hurt and T'was like, ‘1F

I save it for the last mile, she could
outkick me. I heard them say 2:24
was her personal record, so I'm like,
‘She's got wheels! So, | just wok it
with three to go and then held on”

On the men's side, Will Loevner
secured first place with a tume
of 2:16:12. The Pitsburgh native
secured a thrilling, come-from-be
hind finish over Mulgeta Birhanu
Feyvissa of Ethiopia. just narrowly
grasping the lead with just over a
mile 1o go.

“1 saw [Feyissa] wav up the road
and | just told myself to run my own
race.] said just settle into my pace
and I saw they were coming back.”
Loevner said. “People siarted
velling at me that 1 eould catch
them. And then at about 25 miles,
I passed [him] and went into first.
Those last couple miles are hard to
describe what [ was feeling, but it
was incredible.”

Loevner placed fourth in the
2023 race, which, at the time, was
Just his second marathon. This year.,
he set out to finish even higher.

“The last mile of the day | hon
estly felt like | was running on a
cloud.” Loevner said. *There’s a
lot going through my mind. | was
preiy emotional just thinking
about the fact that I had a big goal
coming into this and then [ actually
pulled it off”™

Coming from behind late in the
race is no easy task. The course has
plenty of challenges with inclines
littering the back half, but the
energy that the city'’s residents
and other local race fans provide
is something that makes the event
truly special.

According to race director
Kathleen Titus, this is an integral

factor in the marathon's growing
popularity.

“Together, a culmination of both
the sport growing and the city
growing economically, this is an
auractive race, she said. "We're
one of the top 10 marathons in
the country. We're No. B and we're
going 10 keep growing, bur the
experience that we give runners ...
we're starting o attract more and
more runnérs. not only nationally,
but globally™

While the race’s reach may be
global. it didn't have 1o look very
far for this year's winners.

More results

In the men's wheelchair category,
Jeyna Senbeta took first place
in 1:47:55, making him the first
racer ol the day to complete the
marathon.

The hilly natwre of the course
posed a challenge for Senbeta. but
as a previous winner of the race, he
was prepared. What he wasn't pre
pared for, however, was when a car
nearly entered the path of the race.

*On Chestnut Street, there was a
carthat was trying to come onto the
race because they probably didn't
think a race was happening, Sén-
beta said. *The police stopped [the
driver] and he was like, "‘Oh. 0K’ As
so0n as the police passed by, [the
driver] was, like, about 1o go again

and then the car almost hit me.

“But thank God for all the other
spectators just out there yelling,
“Stop!” And | might have flashed on
the bird as | passed by, But outside
of that. you know, it was not a bad
Tace,

Race veteran Michelle Wheeler
captured first in the women's
wheelchair category, finishing in
2:03:43.

In the masters overall category,
which consists of runners 40 and
older, Zennebe placed first with her
time of 2:33:27.

Heed Williams finished hrst in
the non-binary overall category
with a time of 2:46:34.

Hawks

-+ CONTINUED FROM C1

tied the record for the fewest shots
allowed in a championship game,
sel by horth Carolina and Marviand
in 19993, 5t Joe's finished with a 20-3
record.

All five of the Wildeats goals came
in the first half as the Hawks played
a tighter game in the second but
were unable to produce offensively.

“We didn't compete as much as
| would have liked in the first half,
but I think as the game went on. we

worked into 1t and were able 1o see
some success on the field,” Prince
said. “And [ think that's something
our team should walk off the field
knowing that they really can battle
with anyone. And obviously it's
especially tough on the players
who it's their last collegiate game,
but they also, equally, should just
be extremely proud, and they repre-
sented our university so well and [
can 't say enough good things about
them.”

Despite the lack of a storybook
ending. the team will go down in St
Joe's athletics history as the only
one across all sports to compete
for a national title.

“That effort we gave in the second
half and some of the changes that
we made, and just the legacy that
this team will forever have is some-
thing that I'm super proud of.”
Prince said.

St. Joe's Manu Ghigliotti celebrating an NCAA victory against
Princeton. Elizabeth Robertson / Staff Photographer
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WONDERWORD

W T PLAY: All the wonds Ssted below sppenr o the iz

pomtally, verikaally, dimponally sne e Badboamd.
loe word and sirike It

I
WONBERWORD,

[FAME MAGGIE SYFTH 1 834-2024)

Fio!l iy, cEcie ek

ol the limi. The helower betbors apell thic

Solmitiom: 11 kediers

It

HOMNORETTOPYRWRAH
A TFABEVERLEYGOO
S ARNOAMEWNI CHRI S L
CEMUOMMY HOUSE I S L
RBMNAAYEBRITI SHTEY
EOQCRSYBOTMTONRW
ERTTRTMSCEOVATO
N ENEOLRGRKI BTOCGCO
A GWTOUD ABEWBSBTFAAD
TAONMMCHWEORLMDB
| L DB ATCDY GLPFPI AO NECTARY
O ORGOTHELUWLOOERF
M I A A I CONICRHWVDX
A LKWECNTELLTECIXTE?® O
LROSSEFORPOI SED
T LT P T e e p PP ——— — 11,/25

Abbey, Aciress. BAFTA, Beloved. Beveriey, Brifish, Chris
Cinema, Downton, Drama, Emmmy, Excellence. Harry Pother
Hogwarts., Hollywood, Honor,
MoGonagall, Mum, My Suni, My House, Natalie, Nationa
Otneflo, Oxford. Polee, Professor, Quartet, Regsl, Robert

Room, Screen, Sister Act Tu-L'-'r' Umbria, Widw,

Hook,

Last Saturday's Answer: Music

lcaric,

Londor

Witch

WORD GAME

Today's Word: HEBDOMAD

(HEBDOMAD: HEB-doh-
mad: A group of seven or a
period of seven days.)

.ﬂ.'.re-rage mark: 194 words

Tirme limit: 30 minutes

Can you find 18 or more
words in HEBDOMAD?

Saturday's Word —

nacre, nary, near, neat,
nectar, earn, enact, entry,
cane, caner, cant, canter,
care, caret, cart, cater,
cent, crane, crate, cyan,
tare, tarn, tear, teary, tern,
trace, trance, tray, trey,
acne, acre, asry, ante,
antre, arty, race, racy, rant,
rate, react, recant, rent,
yarn, year, yearn

BRIDGE

South dealer

Meither side vulmerable

Opening lead - ¥ Q

Mike Lawrence has been a bridge icon for 55

years, ex celling as a
minently as a
fxgﬂlunt bg-u-’n!.
“My Life With Bridge”
remarkable life at an

2NT.

stran

Fas

may not be one. Just stop bidding.

?Iﬂfﬂr and teacher and most
ific author of consistently
ike's just-published memoirs,
:9 alook back at a

d away from the table. The

g e

NORTH book is full of instruction, personal anecdotess,
o humor and provocative deals.
YAKTA Lawrence writes with candor about his good and
194312 bad results. He was West in ru-l;lndy’sldentmanm r
* 74 event. North-South had a misunderstanding an
o i reached a grand slam off the king of trumps.
WEST EAST Lawrence led the queen n:al"hearts. and declarer
& K %76 EUJH-‘I won with the king, shrugged and led the deuce of
COJINEGD I trumps: five, queen, seven. He cashed the ace and
<107 < K5 claimed when East's king fell.
3 & I0IB65 Lawrence notes that he should have followed to
L the first trump with the ten. Then declarer would
SOUTH have gone back to the ace of hearts to finesse with
& A 10 ﬂm i l:ul'l:.rumpﬁ and East would ruff.
295 y Life With Bridge” is a marvelous read.
AQS86 See b.’trmhn.rday com for all books in prnt plus
*ARQI2 msﬁtmntlma! software and bridge-related holiday
. . . i n.
g TS e R S L e B Youhold: e QU832 ‘IE *+K5 #10086
1; :m:: L‘.? m 5. Your partne gpaﬂi. one heart, you respond one
INT Pass 50 P Spade a.m:l he bids two :Ilamum:ls Whn!
SNT Pass 6O Piass ANSWER: The warnin
TS All Pass ceal ;:_E(p-mrs to b & rmistit anr.f nu ha'ue NG FEASON
to think there may be compen -card

Don't rebid two .r.pada-s or (s udderﬂ ry
& Two diamonds may fail, but in such a
case, don't look for a better contract when there

CROSSWORD: “Driftwood™ by Olivia Mitra Framke and Sally Hoelscher

Sotution tomormoWw

10 1 12

DADDY DAZE

BABABABA! )

BANG! BANG/

2L By e e E o vl P

?

Anirews BoMesl Syndecation

ACROSS

1
b
9
13
14
15

16

18
18

20

22

25

26

32

33
34
37
39

0

42
43

5

Tangy garnish for
a key lima pie
Frolic

Prica

Stroke of
iGpration
Birthstonea for
mioat Libras
2014 Dlympics
EIL,

It whigtleos whan
it's ready for
English breakfast
{in this answer,
soe letiers 1-4)
Sole pattern
Info from covert
ops

Olive-based
sproad

Vegas openery
___Kim (fashion
model and
journalist)

“The People’s
Princess" (...
letters 5'9}

Bit of land in tha
EOE

Leafy green
"Well, you see ...~
Mike competitor
SCOTUS justica
who had a dizzent
cuﬂar

Holey itern in the
kitchen

Flour in naan
Hygianic hotel
freebie

Honors for Lil
Mas X and Dolly
Parton: Abbe,

45

49

Bond theme song
by Duran Duran
(... letters 7-3)
Danger

And so forth:
Abbr.
Union-mada
rolation?
Owaract

*“The real
treasure was the
friends wa made

__ the way"
Unlikely to pose
L lotters 6-8)
Tools for
collecting leaves
Tons

Diakight

Ring around the
pupil

Palo shirt brand
Many millennis

11
12
15

Tubular pasta
Utopia

Coveted spoton &
crowded bus
Grab

Go bad

Choose
Milkshaks choica
“Forgive me,”
eg

Socear shat fram
the edge of the
pitch

Place where
researchars
might do a deep
dive

Cerulean, for one
All compatitor
Sound systems

7

21
23

24

26
27

28
29

30
a1
35

36
38

41

BA BABABA! )

YELUNG ‘ORDER N
THE COURT ™15 MOT A

BANG! BANG/

JUSTIFICATION FOR
E0NG WILD WITH
A BALL-PEEN
HAMMER,

OKAY BEETLES
COME CON OUT

NETENNR

HOW IR YOU

KHOW I WAS
IN THERE 2

Pyl Ty W gl st gy

[ TRE T R

L JUST LISTENED FOR A
GARBAGE CAN THAT SNORED

BALDO

Oy, YOU SUYs
\E FIGKTING

TR ST

[ — e —————

NEW RLLE/ NO M Tie ONLY ONE

WECALING NO FAIR! WO NWE-CALLS,

INSLLTING OF INSLLTS AND YELLS! J—
YELLING.

CANDORVILLE

I $TILL MAKE THAT AWEl
COUGH, CUSAN. BIX WEEKE
OF GAGAIS AN HAZKING.

(L)

LT LT N s

DUSTIN

TWAT'S BECAUGE IT MANLY
HAPPENE AT MIGHT AND
WWEN | FIEST WAKE UF

F YOU WANT TO MEAE ME
EEALLY WACK OF A LW,
M YOULL HAVE TO ELEEF WITW ME.

Sclad B Farprmgd e by A icbies s pece
T
w

'#_s.b I FIGURED ID
GIVE J,TATEH"

J

TR AR A

TWAT pipwT
HOW COULP A SIRL CAY COME VT féﬂhﬁil
NO TO & LINE LKE TWATT |« uow 1 MEawT mr&x

T 1

{1 FEEL LIKE ND
\ OME UNDERSTANDS ME

T

BLONDIE

I T

E'-‘EE‘I HDEEGTELF'E CURE
I¥ KERD WITH THE ¥
r & TEN-YEAR- l;:LI:r BOY.

#, Loy bmmmem Syvirsn =

TEoH [y By, o Pl T

"15-_{ ; |f 1 WAS HAPPIER WHEN
% I THOUGHT NO CME

\,_UNPERSTOOD ME.

)

-

Jozz great
Fitzgerald
Insta posi

*1 thought you'd
newver __ 1"

Few and far
between

Diay, in Spanish
“Insacura” star
Hae

Landed

Swaal, smooth
stoms Fruits
Arrm joint
Cancel

Prohix meaning
“somewhal™
Ellipse's shape
Money for a rainy
dy

Class that
tsaches idioms,
for short
Houseplant
holder

ar _

48

49

ol ease
Taiwanese tech
giant

Ward bafare
"hear" or
“Express”
Spindly
mushroom
Garmeant for &
cartain Diwali
celabrant

Dark purple barry
Harrig running
matea

Old-time spell
castor

Capital on a fjord
Every now and ___
Features of
hurricanes and
potatoes

(I"mi & o)
Takeoff guess:
Abbr.

JI.H'F FuUN T#IHSE[‘IWE PLANS?

e - S

DM VEAH, MAMA MORELLI ) ,'-
SHARPENS UP THE OU ' ||

\ BARBER RAZORQ AND - ;.- y

SLICES P OuR er.# ] .'},n"

P GOLDEN e’ ..f
 BRD!

—% & :%;
¥ J]- u Hna
.r--'""'T[

MUTTS

iz

1;ﬁ-. l:f.':;'l—‘_

P
K

'LTI-EEH SHE TRIMS THE PIECES
« WITH SCISSORS, AND BLOW
1! . DRIES THE STUFFING IF IT
=1 lSH i ETEAH"lr ENOLGH! |

[P ———

.~ LOOKING BACK, MAYBE IT
"WAS MAMA WHO INSPIRED ME
11 TO BECOME A BARBER!

et P

s Bp s o Vi

7 X7 I Triee)
TN\L gge— 7

Eo e
. 1 .‘*:,-:-1*_ .
|

ag 5 s T -~

;ﬁdfﬁu _ g‘wlug 'ﬂian{; _,J-Emm

...BLESS THE DAY...
... BLESS MY 0Z2ZIE...
... BLESS THAT MoocH...
...ELEEE EIUR F—nnD

Qlm| @ | |30

m|=[a]>|<|==
m(Z(o|[m|o|m|m| =

THE NEW SATIN

SHEETS | BOUGHT
FOR OUR BED, EARLY

ARouND HERE
THE PRAYERS LAsST
LONGER THAN THE
MEALS.
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PEANUTS

i S | eSS | | o QNN
STUCK A &0LD STAR
ON YOUR PAPER! i ANY OF MY PAPERS... RIAR N
7
g
!
..... _

Iﬁ.ﬂc‘n DOWN m m ALEEA:}*%“W m%:"ﬁ,r [3
L.\_.__'EEL\‘E'#'ES LIKE ME CHRISTMAS SPIRIT...

\r

( SORRY, MAAM! )

AT ) (W TOF Tl T
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u
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Evan, you're welcome to come

my houseboat was a stupid buy!

=
\ i

o 3

aboard — if you're willing to reverse
your very strongly stated opinion that

e IRY T [ I %= ST

-
£
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SHERMAN'S LAGOON

WHAT'S TONIGHT'S IPONT
EVENT AT THE WINE ANOW THE |
COUNTRY CLUB? | TABTING. FIRST THING §

JUST TAKE ASIF
NOP, ANP TRY

Fo LOOK CLASSY,

I GAVE

P omINEATINY b

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE

| - =_l-arﬁi? 1

LOOSE PARTS

BIZARRO

PARDON my

i1 RATIO COF i | |
| peopLe WITH [ | f“’_{;;,m_,.__ﬂ "i
1 BRAINS 1] 1 / |
T B g .| @g
1 OPINIONS | ?EP;E ‘ E’Eﬁfﬁg” || :
VER THE WITH !
#_{‘-T'F;Fw VEARS, 1] BRANs |
I Lnl"i!!itl... iy

PLANET

70 ik 1, s e, B
=

PHEEE ] T yem ot i

1 dan't care what

Juys “":I‘ . T : One tablouleh
TE:LEUI.J ba my S and Fulafel LY
big break! 5 pocket to gr ]

WHAT WiME PARL] WELL WiTH
GETTHHG FIRER Fob #oT LETULRIRG
To Wolk AFTEL LusmcH SECALTE You
WELE Too li;ﬂ?'l;l'ﬂ- lITI:HEHIEl Yoy

JUMBLE

Unscramble these Jumblas,
one letler to each square,
o form four ordinary words
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Yes. My subscrioers

s that & wanied 3 shmple raclpe

WHEN ASKED IF IT'S DIFFICULT
TO MAKE A LEMON TART, THE
PASTRY CHEF SAID IT WAS ~--

Gt tha frose JUST JUMBLE ppp + Fodiow us on Twdtior & Play Jumiblo

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprnse answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon

here: | A A A A
(Answers tomormow)
Salurday's Jumbles: KME LT. MONTH FINISH : DEFECT
Answer. Santa finished his rounds each year in —
THE NICK OF TIME

KING CLASSIC SUDOKU

3] [57 0| S
S[7] | [A[3]8] [ | Semmeee
0 8 2 from 1to 9 inclusively.
B BF] | | _g_l s
6 29 4|
9(2] [8] [4] |76 Eififrerti
1] [5]7]9] [2 Bisiittng
| 4| [1E [heesenps
3 48| |6| |7TF [ssaserezr
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7LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to mabch the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses represent the
number of letters in each solution. Each letter comberation can be used only once,
but all letter combinations will be necessary to complete the purzle

Clues Solutions
1Hasbro sleuthing game (4)
2 baffled state (10)

3 running beside each other (8)

4 they collect stamps (9)
5 Stadium of football Patriots (8)

6 very basic water vessel (4)

T pocket-sized Apple device (6)

UE EME IPH ONE CL EL FT Gl
L LLE PUZ TIE ALL RA PA 55
NT POR 15 PAR

Saturday’s Answers: 1. MONEYLENDER 2. CLINGING 3. RULE

4, KENNELED 5. MORGAN 6. INSECT 7. SWAY

CRYPTOQUOTE

OYFN WIBVAH SZP KVAVZJV CGNHHYVOH

BGPNBMT ZV WINYP JBT. — VBWYFN

BLNPYRBY HBTYVO

E-nlurdl:ll'h 'I:r:.'r.llu-ql.m‘lc. Blare the mountiins m the sandiaas Ailumn: Frost-clear, blue-
meponad, qppl-q-rlpen:ng days. - Serah Norchffs ﬁlqﬁhqrn

FAMILY CIRCUS

DENNIS = MENACE
i T
7 Jeame

“Jeity’s only three Tingers
S - - old, but I'm five! So F'm
6‘& m:"m"""-'ﬂﬁ - & whole handiul.
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MNotre Dame guard Hannah Hidalgo (3) reacts as Southern California

L ]

guard JuJu Watkins (12) runs by during the first half. AP

WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Hidalgo stole
the show that
brought out stars

By Diamond Leung
Sl Wiriter

LOS ANGELES — An hour before
tipoft, Notre Dame standout guard
Hannah Hidalgo swayed as she
warmed up on the court to the
sounds of Kendrick Lamar,

Turn this TV off. Turn this TV off.

This moment was, in fact. very
much about appointment viewing.
As Hidalgo danced, the documen-
tary series chronicling the rise of
Southern California’s JuJu Watkins
premiered on NBC — just ahead of
the network TV matchup between
[Wo [op-5iX teams and two guards
with All-American distinetions.

Hidalgo, the South Jersey native
out of Paul VI High School, was
the costar. Two cameras captured
images of heras she satonthe base-
line with her eves closed in med-
itation. Seon, Snoop Dogg would
appear as part of a sellout crowd
to cheer on Watkins. Actor Michael
B. Jordan also came to USC's Galen
Center, alongside WNBA players
and other decision-makers.

“l saw them, but I'm not so
focused on that” Hidalgo said of
the celebrities. “I'm focused on
winning with my team.”

They all warched Hidalgo, Notre
Dame’s defensive dynamo, lead
the No. & Fighting Irish 1o a work-
manlike 73-61 win over No. 3 USC
on Saturday. Notre Dame never
trailed as Hidalgo collected 24
points, B assists, 6 rebounds, and
her usual 5 steals. Watkins scored
24 points as well, but the Fighting
[rish{5-0) controlled the game and
forced her into a 2-for-9 shooting
performance in the first half.

Hidalgo, meanwhile, entered
a contest that she knew would be
“a big hoopla game™ and came out
swinging in the first quarter. She
hit two jumpers to score the game's
first points and later punched the
girafter her teammates hit the floor
and tied up Watkins.

After dishing off 1o backcourt
mate Olivin Miles for a three-
pointer, she blew a chef’s kiss.
Then she took a pass from Miles.,
swished a three-pointer of herown.,
and glared.

I dont want to do it angry or
upset,” Hidalgo said regarding
maintaining her swagger. "1 don't
want to take it for granted. so I'm
just excited and just having fun.

“For my team. I'm that energy. |
bring that energy. [ know my team
feeds off of that. | know that they
feed off of when I'm diving on the
floor and getting stops, when I'm
running in transition. And then
everyone else raises their level of
intensity.”

The Fighting Irish managed
to slow down Watkins, one of the
recognizable faces of college

basketball. She's the one who last
season set the NCAA Division I
women's basketball freshman
scoring record. She's the one who
appeared in a commercial with
Joel Embiid in a barbershop scene
where the Sixers big man had his
hair done up in Watkins' signature
bun. That docuseries? She execu-
tive produced it at age 19.

The 5-foot-6 Hidalgo, also 19, is
a star as well. And as USC coach
Lindsay Gottlieb noted, “They sent
Hannah running around like the
sort of disruptor that she is.” While
it was mainly the 6-1 Sonia Citron
guarding the 6-2 Watkins, Hidalgo
made her presence felr.

“You feel like you're doing a
decent job on Miles, and she goes
crazy in the second hall” Gottlieb
said, as Miles finished with 20
poinis, 8 rebounds. and 7 assisis.
“Then vou think yvou're making
them take a tough shot. and then
Hannah gets out in transition.
It's difficult to have two dynamie
guards out there”

Said Notre Dame coach Niele
Ivey of Hidalgo: “Big-time player.
Big-time stage. I'm not at all
shocked by what she did today.
From the beginning, she guarded
everybody on the court one time.
Just so feisty. 5o energetc. lUs con-
tagious forour group. Sounselfish”

Los Angeles loves its stars and
played host 1o a Final Four-level
slate of games over the weekend.
Across town on Sunday, Dawn
Staley’s No. 1 South Carolina team
played at No. 5 UCLA. Gottlieb
noted that the city was the “center
of the women's basketball universe
tor aweckend.”

“Look at this building, right™
Gottlieb said after the loss. *“The
sellout, the star power that's here.
The regular people who come just
towatch great basketball.

“This is a great weekend for the
sport in LA, and we're glad (o be a
part of it”

Caitlin Clark might no longer
play college basketball, burt she left
a legacy of showing the potential
for the women's gnme to become
a marguee attraction. When pre-
sented with the possibility of cre
aring a home-and-home matchup
that featured championship-con-
tending teams and their star
sophomores, Gottlieb said it came
together easily thanks to Ivey and
their “shared vision on what is good
tor basketball”

“I thought it was great for wom-
en's basketball in general,” Ivey
said. “Lindsay and 1 spoke about
this a year ago, just saying how
incredible this matchup would
be. We're trying to help grow the
game.”
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Poconoes: Clouds and sun Manday, High 46 to
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Villanova wastes Dixon’s 38 in loss to Maryland

By Jonathan Tannenwald
Staff Writer

NEWARK. N.J. — Eric Dixon had
done everything he possibly could
towill Villanova toits first win of the
season over a team that matters,
until he missed the game's last shot
from the cormner.

But the Wildeats' 76-75 loss to
Maryland on Sunday at the Pru-
dential Center shouldn't have had
to come to that.

Not when they led 66-63 with 4
minutes, 35 seconds remaining, the
last time anyone other than Dixon
scored forVillanova in the game. In
fact, in the last 7:18 of the contest,

only twice did another Wildcat
score: Jordan Longino boath times,
with a layup and later back-to-back
free throws.

That can't be good for anyone,
especially this Villanova team that's
now 3-4 on the season,

Jhamir Brickus was the only
other Wildeat in double figures,
with 11 points. Longino and Tyler
Perkins had seven each. Wooga
Poplarand Enoch Boakye five each,
and Josiah Moseley two.

Dixon's career-high 38 points
were more than half of his ream’s
points in the game. He also ook
just short of a majority of his team’s
shots, 29 of 62,

“Evervbody has their adversity,

every team — even teams that are 6-
and 7-0, everybody s going through
something.” Dixon said. “That’s no
difterent for us. 'his just happens
to be our adversity. We're trying to
keep coming back every single day,
and trying to figure it out.”

Twenty-two of Dixon's points
came in a first half that was
surely the Wildcats' best of the
season. delivering a $40-28 lead at
intermission.

The blue half of the lowly crowd
of 7.117 at the Prudential Center
was full-throated, and certainly
enjoved the game's positives. But
the latest round of boos when Nep-
ne’s name was announced with
the starting lineup sent their own

message.

(The attendance, by the way. was
as good a symbaol as any of how far
these two long-proud programs
have fallen recently. Yes. it was an
NFL Sunday. but a Maryland fan
from the Philly suburbs who spot-
ted The Inguirer’s reporter said he
paid just 836 per ticket for family
and friends tosit a few rows behind
a basket.)

Oncoe, Maryland (5-1) came back
1o take a 57-59 lead with 8 minutes,
46 seconds to go in the second
half, making 12 of its first 19 held
goal attempits of the period. Villa-
nova had held 6-foot-10 freshman
center Derik Queen to four points in
the first half, but he hit his first five

shots of the second and hnished
with 22 points.

Then it was a straightforward
down-the-stretch game. Tyler Per-
kins missed a pretty good look
from three-point range with three
seconds 1o go. and Dixon missed off
the ensuing inbounds play.

If either of those shots, or plenty
of others. had gone in, Neptune
wouldn't have had to face another
posigame grilling.

“I think our guys have fight.” Nep-
tune said. “I thought we came out
and set the tone, did a good job in
the first half. Unfortunately, I really
think in the second half, just the
little things. Stops. Stops end when
you get a rebound.”

jiannenwald{@inguirer.com
W theroalkeepers
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