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RELENTLESS BLITL

LLebanon on “brink of collapse

e [El's foreien policy chief calls for immediate ceasefire’ ® Hezbollah rocket lands near Tel Aviv

Majia Houssar] Balrt

The ELs foreign policy
chief warned on Sunday
that Lebanon was “on the
brink of collapse™ alfter
Israel lannched an intense
alr campaign two months
ago following nearly a year
of clashes with Hezbollah.

“Back in September | came
and was still hoping we could
prevent a [ull-fiedped war of
firael attacking Lebanon Two
manths later Lebanon s on the
birink of collapse” Josep Gorrell
saldd i Beiruk,

“We see only one possible way
ahead: an immediate ceaschre
and the full implementation of
UN Security Counctll Resolu-
ton 1701" Borrell said alter
meeting Lebanese  parliament
Spoaker Nabih Berri, who has
led muesdiation efforts on behalf
of Hezbollah.

His remarks came as Hezbollah
fired heavy rocket barrages at
Israel on Sunday, with Israeli
media feporting that a building
had been hit near Tel Aviv, alter
a powerful Israeli airstrike killed
at least 20 people in Beirut the
day before.

The Lebanese army said on

gl

Smake rises from the site of an
abretrikce thot targeted an area
in Bairut's southerns auburbs on

Sunday amid the ongoling war
between |srnel and Hezbollah. AF

#Related reports o7
#Oplnlom: Christopher Phillips 2

Sunday at least one soldier had
been killed and 18 more injured
im an Israeli strike that caunsed
severe damage at an army conter
in Al-Amiriya near the southern
city of Tyre.

Lebanoms  caretaker  Prime
Minister, Najib Mikati sail the

E_F-iﬁ"; »

attack "represents a direct bloody
message rejecting all «forts 1o
reach a cenzefire, strengthen the
army's presence in the south, and
implement UN Kesofution 1700."
In Gaza, the Health Ministry
onn Sunclay sadd that i

4,211 people had been killed in

le s

mare than 13 months of war,

The tod]l inchades 35 deaths In
the previows 24 hours, according
tothe ministry, which saic 104,567
peogpde have been wounded in the
(zaza Sirip since the war began
when Hamas miblitants attacked
Israel on Oct. 7, 2023,
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Landmark

Rivadh event
Jor conjoined
lwins

Ghadl Joudah Fyaol

The inaugural International
Conference on Conjoined Twins
kicked off m Rivadh on Sunday,

Rivadh ©Gowv, Prince Faisal
bin Bandar delivered a speech
on  behall of King Salman
celebrating the achievements
af the Saudi Conjoined Twins
Programme, which has success-
fully operated on &1 pairs of
twins sinoe PO,

Prince Faisal added that it is the
only program globally special-
izing in separating conjoined
twins,

Dr, Tedros Adhanom Ghebr-
evesus, director general of the
World Health Organization, also
addressed the conference wvia
wicled,

“I commend Sawdi Arabia for
it5 leadership in orgamzing this
important  World Conjolned
Twins Day Conference” he said,

"The conference provides
critical insights, from surgical
innovations to long-term strate-
eles, shaping rare inltiatives, A
broader platform and registry
for congenital anomalies would
benefit low and middie-income
countries.”

Dotallad covsrage —
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~ JAKARTA TRADE

Indonesia's President Prabowo
subianto held talks in Abu Dhahbi
on Sunday as he sechs closer coop-
eration with the UAE on Jakartas

indusirialization eTors, P8

"NON-QOIL EXPORTS

Saudi Arabia's non-odl
exports reached $21L17 billon in
Lthe third quartier of 20024, a rise
of 1656% compared to the same

period in 2023, P12

IPL AUCTION

The bidding war in the Indian
Premier League 2025 Mega Auc-
tiof began in Jeddah on Sunday,
where the squads of the 10 frn-
chises are being finalized from a

posl of 574 players. P15
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FRANKLY SPEAKING

“The extraordinary has become the ordinary in Saudi Arabia’

Middle East expert Norman Roule backs a more robust narrative to
highlight kingdom’s vision, sees Saudi-US collaboration continuing to thrive

Arab News Clobal

Sanddl  Arabias  transformation,
showcased by world-cliss enler-
Linment events, Al and green
encrgy investments, and giga-
propecis, continues to redefine
itx global image and influence,
bui according 1o Middle East
expert Norman Boule, more cian
b dome to cxplain the Kingdom's
ambitions to the world.

On the diplomatic front, the
former senior American intelli-
sence officer believes Sandi-LUs
relations will continue o thrive
regardless of the administeation
in Wishington and despite the
temporary pause caused by the
(#aZA War.

“Truth be todd, [ see &0 much
that 15 extracodinary I Saudi
Arabia that the extraordinary has
become the orchinary,” he said
omn the Arab News current affairs
program  CFrankly  Speaking”

referring o the star-studded
“1001 Seasons of Elie Saab”
Fashion show on Nov, 14 as part
of Rivadh Season 2024, which
has drawn over 6 million visitors
and turmed the Saudi capital into
g cultural and entertainment huh,

“Sawdi Arabia muost have what
i meeds to achieve s visdon as a
global node of progress, statality,
imterfaith  relationships.” Roule
gaidl, noting that the Kingdom “is
lxcated in the center of so many
pathways of global commerce
and social exchange between
Incdlia amdl  Africa, hetween
Europe and Asla”

Calling for a more robiist natra-
tive strategy to dispe] misconcep-
thoms and showcase Saudi Arabia’s
impact, he wunderscored the
Importance of investing in media
programs  similar W “Frankly
speaking” to communicate the
Ringdom's vision “in English to
the intermational commundty.”

“NEOM is 90 mimutes from

Athens and abowt GO km
Meom the Suez Canal.”

"The world needs more of
it, not just to understand what
the Kingdom is doing o and of
fiself, hot how those ambdiions
will shape the global socety and
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coonomy. Understanding Sandi
Arahia’s investments in green
enerey and those of the UAE. I's
critical to the future of the plane
for developing countres — for
the Glohal North and the Global
south,” RHoule told Katie Jensen,
the host of “Frankly Speaking”
“Understanding how  enter-
tlainmeni connects Earope (o
Asia, how it will shape how
peopie move in the world, That
can only be done with more
information being put out.”
Roule spoke of Sandi Arahia’s
influence on critical Esues, such
A% winens empowerment and
cultural exchange, stating that i
can reach well bevond its borders.,
shaping developments across the
resion and even other continents.
“The rale of prodeciing women's
raghts is ot Jjust a Sacecli 1ssiee,”
he sadd, “bat I'd Hke to see Sandl

The Intervlew Foo0

Arabia’s influence towch Afghani
stan and Africa”

Kouke also offered an enthusl-
astic assessment of NEOM — a key
part of Saudi Arala's Visson 20080
mitiative o diversify its cconomy
beyond oil — describing it as a
game-changer for Saudi Arabias
futwre, Tl 8500 billbon Mttt
city on Uhe Red Sea 1s designed 10
ackdress challenges like popalation
erowth and sustainability while
everaging the Kingcom's strategac
kecation near the Red Sea

"“NEOM is 80 minutes from
Athens and about &0 Em from
the Suer Canal™ he
noted that its viston includes
carbxon-neutral technologies,
transformative trade hubs like
Dxagon, and  revoluiionary
urhan deslgns such as The Line.

“So much of this has never
been done anywhere in the
workd, 1t will be amazing”
Rouile said.

gajcd, and
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A spectacular finale in Rivadh
ks Lhe world's top show jumpers
delivered thrilling equestran
action. We are proud to be a

Borme Lo the world sport.

Prince Abdulaziz bén Twerkl
Eid ¥ St irieditai

Todays
Number

125

Fing Salman kas issued a
roval order appointing 125
members to the public pros-
ecution as the investigative
lieutenants, Saudi Fress
Agency reparted on Sunday,

[ heRegister

THE FICTURES THAT

MARK THE DAY

AlUIn
Concert

D] virtuoso Naseer Shamima
takes the stage with Spanish
guitar legends the Barceloma
Guitar Trio, followed by planist
Khatia Bunkatishvili on Now,
29, Visil experiencesilula.com
for tickets and other details.

Review

‘Archive 81’

GHAD JOUDAH

“Archiva 81" |a a horror sares
relaasad on Netflix in 2022 that

follows Dan Turner, an archivist

afficials in attendance.
Rholigzoda's visit included a tour
of the Saudi fund's exhibltion center,

EC of the Sandi Fund For De-
velopment Sultan Al-Marshad

recelved First Depuly Primse

development propecis wenre
discussed. as well as ways to enhance
development cooperation between

Minister of Tajikistan Hokim both sides, the official accound which showcases the organization’s who has been tasked to retrieve
hholiqzoda and his accompanying wrote on X. S-year journey, including notable some videotapes.
delegation in Rivadh on Sunday. sSaudi Ambassador to Tajikistan development projects and their Thess tapes documant the
During the meeting, the Saadi fumds Walid Al-Rashidan was among the impacis on the hves of beneficiaries investigation into a sacret cult
and the disappearance of ona of
its mambers.
Explore the 8 km Jourmes Mealody Pendras, a graduate

Through Time Trail, featuring
ancient pictographs and rain-
wialer pools, for a unique blend

of history and nature. For more
details, visit experbencealula.com.

student looking into the ghostly
past of a bullding known as the
Vissar, which has a dark past
tied to supematural events,
recorded the taps.

As Turner -:liE:'. deepear into

the footage, he gradually gets

#JOIN THE SQUAD

Citizens, residents and visitors in Riyadh explain to Arab News why
Saudi Arabia Is the best country to host the FIFA World Cup 2034.

Dhahran
Box of Nature

Iscover the leal natural
seelling For sustainable living
at the: Energy Laboin Ithra's
Energy Exhilsn, where

s pemee amd art merge (o
create mnovative environ-
mental dioramas. More
details on the Ithra app.

Jaddah
BRilasi OIT

Enjoy the inflatable play struc-
ture al the Wonder District for
an experience with air pres-
sure mones that add a fun twist
to traditional bouncy castles.

B

I'm very happy to say
that the World Cup 2034

bid is a real huge event for Saudi
Arabia, and it's a promotion
for not only the men’'s game
but also the women’'s game
... | believe it's goingtobe a

great event, and the world can

come to see Saudi Arabia and

its wonderful hospitality and
the humble people welcoming

anybody who loves football.

MONIKA STAAB

caught up in the drama, filming
tha line batwesn the world and
the supernatural

“Archive 81" features an
Intriguing mixture of horror,
rystary and peychological
thriller slements.

ARCHIVE 4

.

The show's narrative, throwugh
s development footage layout
Intertwined with Turnar's
cantempaorary narrative, creates
AN uﬂ:t-ltt'l'.i'lﬂ atmosphers that

WOMEN'S FOOTBALL heeps the viewer on edge. _
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR, The performances, espocially
SAUDI ARABIAN by Marmoudou Athée and Dina

FOOTBALL FEDERATION

A

Eag BACKING THE BID
Frh%;‘.yg Scan the QR code with your

~|'F1,TE.'I

s

smartphone to watch all the
videos of citirens, resldents

and visitors volocing their
support for Saudi Arabia

Shihabi, add depth as the
characters manauyer their own
conficts.

The sarkes excals in its
preduction design and filming,
captunng the eerie atmosphere
of the Visser structure as well
as the unsettling atmosphere of
the cult

Tha tempo = genarally well
managed, with a suspense
structure as Turmner discovers
the shocking truth behind the

tape.

1eRegion

Arab Mews J=ddoh

perfmmes, owd, home fragranc-
e, ikhour, and candles from

val City Mall, and will
rin unill Dec, &, Tickets

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

& Exhibition World Bahrain both the Gulf region and inter- are available on dubai.plat- Merv. 28 Fay Sumsrss  Dhuahe A Maghred tuha
Thve Midkebbe Fast Rovnelup is holding two events on Nov., national brands. More details inumlist.net. Mickcadh B8 &3T 1208 316  EA48 08

26-30. Jewellery Arabia 20024 on calendar.bh.

brings together over 6540 re- ® “Manzar: Art and Architec- Madinah I3 6ad ) a2 B33 703

o e local :|I'|_|:|. |.|"||'I-'|'-|'II|.|I:I||III:| & Experience circus magic ure I'|'::Ir|.'|'l 'I'-'.'ll{l.'-:r:!.r] [E-'I*I-[:I:-: LT Bivadh AEE BB S T £ A4

brands showeasing Hoited- with Pluma. a voung girl who Today™ is an exhibition held at

edition picoes and unigue col- wints to soar throogh the skies.  the National Muscum of Qatar, Abha 2:03 6:21 =T 308  B32 2

lections for discerning visilors. he show s being held at the Dioha. Runs until Jan. 30, More R 43 & O o - 445 -

Scenl Arabia 205208 presenls

Pluma Cireus Tent, Duibal Fesi-

chetails on nmoquores.ga,
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FRANKLY 7
SPEARING

with Katie Jensen

Arabh NMiwa oo

fter voting for
Republican
cancdlckate Donald
Trimp in anger
at the Baden
administration’s
perceived inaction regarding the
Caia War, mEn Arah Americans
afe W VICTNE OORoer & U
L5 presient-elect prepanes
fo returmn fo the White Hotse
WL Lop leaim noamnees vocal
in their supyport [or Isracl

Former senior American intel
lipence aofficer Norman Houle,
however, sayvs the incoming
Trimp acdminkstration’s policy
in this regard will be largely
similar to that of Presidend
Jos Biden's admimistration.

“It is certainly true that meamy
of the Trump senior desig
nees are openly pro-Israel, but
thelr rhetorie as to what they
wotkld do to support Iscacl is
ni chifferent than the Biden
administration itself.” he said on
the Arab News current affairs
program “Frankly Speaking™

Fler Bsirlbeves oape R TR
Lhing to ook forwanrd to s
that Trump woukd avoid
embralling (e US, Israel o i
region inan endless conflict

“If there is a differencoe
between the Biden approach
and the Tromp approach,” he
saldd, “the Trimp approach
might e more of, to the Esrael
government: Do what vou fecl is
necessary, but do it efAcienthy,
hurmanely, and quickly, we're
nod looking to support Israel
for an endless war there itself”

Houle stressed that America
e e Dlee v and Bcshitate
Akl access for the Palestinians
in Gaza, who have suffered for
over a vear from a deepening
himanitarian crisis, widle at
||Il.' ST LI 1Al II'I:_: .|'l|I'.II'|-!'|
seCirity rom Hamas militants,

“First, we must provice
humanitarian relief to the Pales
fimian peogale who have sullered
tremendously, largely becanse
of Hamas' use of this popula
tion as hnman sacrifice, but we
must bring in international akd
A end the confict,” he saed,

“Bud at the same time, we
must end the role of Hamas
in threatening [srael. 11's 1od
unfair that Israel seeks jis
:-.-e'|'|||'il:_l. L prevenl ancdher
repetifion of October 7th”

O Okt 7, B3, Hamas-bed
Pitlestinian malitants carmedd oul
a surprise attack on southemn
[sracl, killing some L2040 people
and taking 240 others hostage,
[arael retaliated by launching a
Whilespareach bombing campalgn
on the Gaza Strip, killing at
least 44 04000 Palestinians
within I months, according
to the local health authority.

Satci Arabia has consistently
condemned lsrael’s actions in
Gaza, and Forelen Minkstes
Pritice Faisal bin Farhan has
rulesd out normalizing relations
with Isracl until a Pales
tintan state is established.

Roule Lauded the Saudi
leadbeErshilp's consistent and
chear stance on the Palestineg
1ssue. = The Saudi foreign
minksler's position s Deen
consistent, it's been clear, and
it's been directed to achieve
what the entire Arab world
aeeks — g two-state solution
thiat I Badr to the Palestindan

preapde, that allows secunity for

FRANKLY
SPEAKING

Find the full intorview at

Scan this code to visit

ARAE NEWS Monday, November 25, 20524

Jielntervie

FORMER SENICR US INTELLIGENGCE OQFFICER

Will President

Trump be able to
end the warsin

Gaza and Ukraine?

Middle East expert offers insights into how the
incoming Trump administration will approach the
conflicts in three different countries, says parts of Saudi-US
agreement not connected to Israel can still move forward

[srael, and does nod provde
undue diplomatic recognition
or other inducements to Israel
bedore that diplomatic solution
i the twa-shinte regalion-
ship cormes aboul,” he sad,
Asked if parts of the
much-talked-about Saudi-115
bl could still move forwand
despite the Kingdom's stance on
ot ormalizing relations with
lsrael without the two-state
gl LT RO s 174 achievesd, Foule
salcd the two countnes © have a
separate relationship that needs
to progress at the same time”
“And it's been doing guite
well in recent months”™ he
salch, " Both the Bicen adimin-
istration in its remaining ime
and the (ncoming) Tr LEFTH R
atlministration™ will seck to

implement the parts of the deal
Pt are ned relatedd o Jsreel”™
Despite the temporary
pause ina comprehensive
strategic agreement owing to
the Gaza conflict, Koule seeq

callaboration continulng in
areas liKe Al green enerngy

{Main and below]
Roubs, & Middia
East axpert,
buolioves Saud|-
US rolations will
comntinue to thrive
regardieas of the
administration

n ‘Waahington
and despits the

temporary pause
in the strategic

agreement
causad by

thie Gaza war.
O prho o
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and regiomal stability.

"W e a massivie (e e
hogical cooperation that™s
ongoing, particularly mn AL” he
adicl. "' The isswe of data centers
g coming tothe forefront of

the relationship, bt also .,
the sense in Washington 1= the

mOvVe el of thenl deal wies
cpuile positnve and swas ondy
upernded by the Gaza conflict.”
Rouhe sXpects 1o see
continwed progress on
elements of that deal, which
“provides Saudi Arabia and
the 115 with what they need
By mmnimvtaln aned bailel wheai
§5 & very positinee and critical
relationship for the United
States and for the region”

l..l =

At some podnt all wars
come to a diplomatic
solution. They may

not be attractive, but
that solution is necded.
| think the Trump
position is going to be:
Where does this end?

Moving on (o Lebanon, he
sald that to bnng peace to the
wiar-torn country, "there’s a
simple sodution with a diffi-
cult approach to get there"

W el Iirst 1o remoyve
Lebanese Heehollah north of
the Litani (River) to cmpower
the Lebanese armed forces
to come =oaith of the Litan
anied do thelr job — ard b
ahle to do a0 withowt fear ol
Lehanese Hezbollah,™ he salcl.

Meverihebess. Roule siressed
that the first priority is to
“end the conflict™ and “end
the suffering of the Lebanese
peaple, end the sulfering
of the Isracli people”

Pointing to the [act that
“B0 000 Isractis have left their
home and prior to the Lebhanese
recent conflict, 1O (k0
Lebanese were not going into
their homes, and now swe have
a million displaced Lebanese”
Roiile sk " Weve ol 1o
make thal our hrst priority”

Achieving peace in Lebanon,
according to Hoole, hinges an
cne key factor: “The Lebanese
pesopde miest be willing to stand
up against Lebanese Hezbollah,”
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News Saudi Arabia

ART EXCHANGE

Minister of Culture Prince Badr bin Abduliah bin Farhan meets Saudi scholarship students in Tokyo. =FA4

FFFFF
™ el el = ol

Saudi culture minister engages
with manga students in Tokyo

Armb Mews [ paclt

Saudi Minister of Culture and
Chairman of the Literature,
Publishing amd  Translation
Commission  Prince Badr hin
Abhdullah bin Farbhan met Sawdi
peartleg-
pating i the Manga Industry
program in Tokyo.

The program, organized in
eollahoration betwern the
commissbon and Manga Produc-
Hons, a subsidiary of Misk, aims
to develop talented mangn artists
Lhiroiigh training
roeoled m Japanese echnigues,

schalarship  students

pravlessicnnl

the art form's birthplace,

Prince Badr highlishted the
sSandi leadership's strong comumit-
ment to  developing honan
capabilities across various fields,
emphasicing  the mpontance
of academic and professional
tralning in cultural disciplines,

The mecting was  attencdhed
by the CEO of the commission,
Mohammed Alwan, CED of Manga
Prodhuctions Essam Bukhary and
siwdents studving mangs art at
Kaclokaawn Conlents Academy.

The program offers virtual
workshops, intensive trining
coarses and overssas Iraiing in

Japan., It also mcludes compe-
titions blending manega with
Saudi cultural themes, such
as Munjanha, which transforms
Arabic proverbs into manga
stortes; Manga  Al-Qaseed,
which adapts Arable poetry; and
Manga Al-Thil, which celebriates
the cultural symbolism of
camels in Saudi hentage.

More than 185 partcipants
have benefited from the program’s
virtual  waorkshops, with 115
advancing o inlensave raining.
producing 115 manga stories, OfF
these, 21 shdenis were solocfed
fior achvanoed training in Japan,

CREATIVE PULSE

Riyadh Music Week
to spotlight Saudi
talent and creativity

Event will include global summits, local
performances, awards and cultural displays

Arab Mews R yadh

The Music Commission,
in collaboration with
MDLEBeast and the Saudi

Research and Media
Group, Is set to lannch the
Iinangural Rivadh Music
Week, running from Dec.
a Lo 14 at various venues

In the Saudi capital,

The event will spotlight the
FKingdom's  growing  muslc
secior, ghlighting its ¢reative
and commercial eovolution. It
will also serve as a platform
for dialogue with international
sakeholders on music policy
and development

Among the highlights 15 the
Clobal Music Makers Summit,
a premuer gathernng o industry

leaders and polcyvmakers [rom
around the world,

The event will also celebrate
Saudi traditfonal music, with
amall venues in Rivadh hosting
performances (o show off local
musicians diversity and talent.

The week will also host the
Mu=zic Cities Convention and
Awards, which will be held in
the Middle East for the first tmee.

Rivadh Music Week will
include panel  discussions,
seminars and workshops led by
Industry experts, covenng the
latest global music tronds.

The program incorporates
kev events from Rivadh's music

XF Music
Futures, SoundStorm, and the
inauwgural  Billboard — Arabda
Music Awards

The week provides a unigque

calendar, such  as

HIGHLIGHT

The week will host the Music
Cities Convention and Awards,
which will be held in the Middie
East for the first time. The
event will also celebrate Saudi
traditional music, with small
venues in Riyadh hosting
parformances to ahow off local
muslclans” diversity and talent

platform for local and interna-
tienal collaboration, celebrating
Saudi Amabia’s rich musical
heritage and dynamic contem-
POFATY SCebe.

By supporting emerging and
established artists, Rivacdh Music
Week underscores the Kingdom’s
commitment o muoturing talent
and growing its music imlustey,

#e Kingdom’s credit
rating gets another
vote of confidence

BASIL MK, AL-GHALAYINI

ast waak global cre

Agenoy I'|.Il|:|-|:||:l':||"=|: anmounced an
upgrade in the Kingdom's credit

rating to Aa3d with &
This announcament

Ratings upgraded Saudi Arabia’s rating to A+
with a stable cutiook in May 2023,
Credit ratings are assesaments of the

creditworthinass of borrowears,

include governments, corporations, or any
entities that issue debt. Moody's, S&P Global

Ratings, and Fitch Ratings

play a crucial role in providing

these assessrments. A higher

rating suggpests lower risk for

investors, enabling the country

to borrow at lower interast rate
Saudi Arabia, a key player

in the global economy and

a member of the G20, has

undergons & transformation in

racent yaars, With its oll resarves

and strategic pasitioning,
the country has steadfastly
committed to diversifying

its aconomy away from oll dependence and
anhancing its non—oll revenue sources.

Initiatives such as Vision 2030, spearheaded
by Crown Prince Mohammed bén Salman, have
modamized the aconomy, attracted more forelgn
imvestmeant, and fostered a more sustainable and
diversified sconomic landscape,

Moody's decision to upgrade Saudi Arabia’s
credit rating to Aa3, itse first since 2018,
racognizes the country's aconomibs reforms
and fiscal management progress, The naw

1 heSpace

rating places Saudi Arabia among a salact
group of countries with high creditworthiness,
mdicating low credit risk for investors,

The stable outlock attached to the ratng
wndersooras confidence n thea country's :l]:lilll'y
to maintain its economic stability and contnue
its path of reforms. This positive outlook is a
testament to Sawdl Arabda's reslliance In facing
financlal, sconomic, and geopolitical challenges.

The upgraded credit rating ks expected to have
several positive mplications for Saudi Arabia,

It can lead to lower borrowing
,.,i costs for businesses in the
country, as highar credit ratings

dit ratings

stable cutlook,
came after Fitoh

which can

Major agencies typically result in reduced
upgraded Saudi Arabia’s  intecest rates on debt issuances.

s, creditrating torellect  This, in turn, can stimulate

the countrys ongoing  investment and economic

growth, further bolstering Saudi
Arabia’s financial outlook

ciforts to diversily its
ecconomy, strengthen

its fiscal position, and Major EEﬂFtﬂ‘iﬂB upgraded
enhance institutional E;:”:::::hig ::::It r‘:ﬂgﬂ to
ramewonrks. ) e country's ongoing

efforts to diverssfy its economy,
strengthen its fiscal position,
and enhance institutional frameworks. While
challenges ramaln, the upgrade |s Rely to
l=ad to lower borrowing costs increased
direct foreign investment, and stronger
market confidance. Furthermaore, a faverable
eradit rating invites a broader range of glabal
mvestors, leading to the development and
growth of bond and sukuk iIssuances in the

Kingdom's debt capital market.
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Humanitarian efforts

UN official lands

sandi landmine
work in Yemen

The UN special envoy's military
adviser io Yemen, Antony
Hayvward, praksed the work
carried out by Saach aicd apemncy
hSreliel s Project Masam to
Clear landmines in Yemen.
During his visit to the
agency s headquarters (n
Aarih, e saocd that the project
works to protect the lives of
civilians and secure large arcas
of Yemen territory despite the
clallenges posed by lindmines,
He cmphasized the
importance of contimeing such
prujects to achleve stalxbity in
Yermen and protect civilians
Ou=ama Al-Gosalbi, the
mitiative's managing director,
cabd 470,416 mines had been
cleared sinee 2018, SPA Riyadh

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Spirftual journey
Umrah guests
tour Madinah’s
historic sites

Rivadh Season
Bangladesh

Days celebrates
heritage in Rivadh

Banglaclesh Days, held as part
of Hivadh Season concluded at
Al-Sapwidi Park.

The event attracted people of
all ages, who were able to enjoy
a rich culiural experience
reflecting the diversity of
Fangladeshi heritage.

Bangladesh Davs oflered
visitors the opportunity (o taste
renowned Bengali cuisine,
purchase traditional clothing
and artisanal items, and attend
folkloric performances,

The activities provided a
comprehensive experience,
affening a close-up ook at the
vibrant traditions of Banglacesh
and reflecting the cultural
diversity Riyadh Season secks
o keighlizhi. SPA Riyadh

The hirst group of Ue
Custodian of the Two Holy
Alosdques Gruests Program [oF
Umrah amd Visit toured the
Ring Fahd Glorious Qur'an
Printing Complex in Madinah.

The pilgrims toured the
complexs technical and
administrative departmenits,
learming about the various
stages of printing the Holy
Qur'an, preservation e¢fforts,
and 1= iranslation.

The complex officials gifted
copdes of the Holy Quran to the
euests, The group also visited
the Baitde of TThud site, Mowni
Al-Ramah, and the Ul
Aartyrs' Coemetery, leaming
about this historic turning
polnt in [slam. SPA Riyadh

‘- Follow frab News Briefs all through the day BimbNews
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The Inaugural
International Conference
lor Conjolned Twins
kivked off in Rivadh

on Sunday.

The event unites leading medical
experts, humanitarian orgamiza-
tions, and families from around the
globe toshare vital insights, discoss
innaovalive separation technigues,
and forge collaborative patlrways
in the pursuait of mproved Hves for
coryjodned twins,

Rivadh Gov, Prince Faisal
bin Bandar delivered a specch
on  behalf of King Salman
celebrating the achlevements
of the Saudi Compolned Twins
Programme, which has become
a global leader in the feld.

“Since 1990, 143 cases of twins
from 26 countries have been
revicwed by my dear colleagues,
who have successfully separated
a tedal of 61 pairs of wins o
date,” he sajd.

Prince Faisal added that it s the
only program globally special-
izing in scparating conjodned
twins, making it one of the
largest  humanitarian  medical
programs in the world.

He al=0 highlighted a recent
milestone: The UN General
Assembly  is  considering  an
initiative by Saudi Arabia to
diesignate Nov. 24 as the annoal
Warld Conjodned Twins Day.

In a video addres=. Dr. Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, director
peneral of the Waorld Health
Chrganization, congratulated
Saudi Arabia on its leadership in
organizing the conferemnce.

“1 commend Saudi Arabia for
its leadership In organizing this
imporiant  World  Congjoded
Twins Day Conference.” he saicd,

This recognition woulkd honor
the medical and humanitarian
efforts in this field and highlight
the challenges faced by congjolmed

Pwins and thelr Gammilies.

Riyadh Gov. Prince Falsal bin
Bandar dellvered a speech on

the achkewements of the Saudl

Gion|eined Twins Programeme.
which has become n giobal lewxder

in the fleld. SPA

Ghebrevesis praised the indbia-
tive as a moded for global collab-
orafion in rare and complex
medical cases,

"The conference provides
critical insights, from surgical
inmovations o long-term strate-
gies, shaping rare initiatives, A
broader platform and regisiry
lor congenital anomalies would
benefil low and middle-income
countries.” he said.

A  keynote address  was
delivered by Dr.  Abdullal
Al-Rabeeah, adviser (o the Royal
Court and supervisor-general of
Sauddi apl agency RSrelief,

As the head of the multidis-
ciplinary team for the Saads
Conjoined  Twins  Prosramme,
Al-Kabeeah provided insizhis into
the occurrence and challenges

aossnec il wiilh conpoined twins,

TOWARD BRIGHT FUTURES

World's first International Conference
for Conjoined Twins Kkicks off in Riyadh

Top World Health Organization ofhicial commends Saudi Arabia's efforts in the held

The

history of conjoined
iwin =eparation reveals both
the challenges and progress in
medical science,

“The frst successful separa-
tion was by Johannes Fatio back
in 1689 by wsing a constricting
hamd for a set of Omphalopagus
twins or those sharing liver andd
gastrointestinal organs” he sald,

With a 0.5 percent incidence
rate, this early success imvolved
“presumably, a small joining in
the skin, probably a little hit of
the Hver," sald Al-Rabseeah.

He adibsd that a major

HIGHLIGHTS

= K9relief arranged a special
visit for conjoined twine, who

had undergone separation
asurgeries in Saudi Arabla, and

thair families to the At-Turaif
district, a UNESCO World
Herltage Site.

@ The UN General Assembly
s considering an inftiative
by Saudi Arabia to designate

MNov, 24 as the annual World
Conjoinad Twins Day.

breakthrouzh came in 1957 with
the first successful separation of
cranbopagus, of twins sharing
o birain,

Al-Rabeeah said that the epace-
micdogy shows distinct patterns:
“In Western countries,  it's
beeem estimated that we gel one
cofoanesd twins im every 50 (o
200,000 hirths”

He added that, however, it s
more prevalent in Southeast Asia
and Afnca, "presumably becanse
plentical twinning and twinning
i (foundl more in dark-skinned
peaple in Alrica and also in Souih-
easl Asia, increasing Uhe incidence.”

The survivil statistics,
Al-Rabeeah reported, entail that
“t percent of conjoined twins
are atillborn, and those whao
live 40 percent of them will die
in the Orst few days of life, and
70 percent of thase who waoutld
st vive will be females,”

He ecmphasized that the
reasons  behind this  regional
disparity remain unknown and
require further research,

Throughout the conference,

leading medical professionals
presemted thelr expertise on
various aspects of caring for
and  separating congoined
twins. Topies included embry-
ofogy, multidisciplinary team-
building, amtenatal care, amd
libor management.

Dr. Madia Al-Ghilan, from
the maternal-fetal medicine
department at King Abdulaziz
Medical City, gave a presenta-
tioa tithed "Caring for Conjoined
Twins: A  Prenatal Jowrney”
describing the complex process
f  managing pregmincies
involving conjoined twins.

She  said that caring for
conjened twins is a complex and
delicate process as i requires
mediculous  prenatal  planning
ancd a dechcated medical team,

Al-Ghilan said that " this jourmey
is filled with unique challenges,
ethical considerations, and the
utmost care o0 ensure the best
possible ontcomes for the twins
and thelr family”

Early diagnosiz, she siressed,
i5 critical for effective prenatal
referral, counsehing, anl
planning for delivery and
postnatal care,

Al-Ghilan uncherscored
the importance of penetic lesting
in understanding the chromo-
somal health of conjoined twins.

*Techniques  like  ammnio-
centesis and chortonic  vallus
sampling can help identify
genetic abnormalities, providing
valuable informatkon for devel-
oping treatment stralegees"

The coonference nof  only
serves as a platform for scien-
tifte exchange but also fosters
dlalogune on  bullding  global
parinerships L support
conjeined  twins amd their
families, particularly in low and
mickdle income countries,

The conference emphasized
the importance of ocompre-
hensive care, from prenatal
counseling ©  post-separation
rizhabsfitation.

o1 s

MARVELOUS EFFORTS

The inspiring story behind Saudi Arabia’s Conjoined Twins Programme

Tarnars Aboslsaud Hiyadn

Ahead of the Infermational
Conference on Conjoined Twins
held in Rivadh, Saudi aid agency
Rareliel Supervisor-General Dir,
Abdullah Al-Kabecah hosted a
media roundiable on Saturday
to liscuss the goals and expecta-
tions of the two-day conference
that concludes on Nowv. 25.
Recalling  the  inspiration
behind the Saudi  Comjoined
Twins Programine, Al-Rabeeah
explained that m 1990, amid
the Second Gulf War, a set of
Sudanese conjoined twins,
Samah and Heha, were seeking
financial support [om  EKing
Fahd to get treatment abroad,
King Falil browaght the issie
e Al-Rabeeah™s team at the
time at King Fasal Specialist

Hospital and Rescarch Center,
and after months of tests and
deliberations, they completed
the first successful conjoined
twins separation surgery in the
Ringdom.,

The operation took 18 and a
half hours.

“We started fo invest in the
nationalization of the medical
team until ... all specialties were
fromn Saud] Arabda” Al-Rabeeah
sild. “Today we have seen 143
=els over M ovears. We have
separated 61 sets wath 10O
percent succoess ... and we have
7 sets walting to e separated”

King Abdullal Speciallzed
Childrens Hospital now has
the only kmnown conpoimed
Twins operating room.

King Salman amd Crown
Prince Mohammed — ban

When I come out of the
operating room, golng in
with one bed, and coming
out with two beds ... thisis
the best moment in my life.

br. Abdullah Al-Rabssah
H3rdlalm Sais vl i - i

Salman moved this program
under RSrelief o support
low -income families and families
from conflict zones.

“"Humanity has no politics, o
boundanes, no religon, and mo
color,” said Al-Habeeah.

The conference will cover a
range of topics, mclading the
candidacy process, antenatal ancd
post-natal care, cardiac condi-
mons,  ethical oconsiderations,
reconstruction, and 3D imaging.

Al-Hatseeah al=o said the conler-
enoe §s =0t to discuss and sign
several UN agreements related to
children, including on conjoined
wins, polle vaccination In
Alghamstan, artibciad — Hmbes,
mfections diseases i children,
and the chibdren of Gaza.

He also spoke about the
Importance of combining

medical knowledge i the Gull
and working together to create
specialized centers across the
region  for different  matters,
i make aperalions more oosl-
effective and advanoed,

"Science is not owned; i is for
cverybody,” the Sandi aid agency
chief saied.

On the technological devel
opments that are optimizing
this procedure, Al-Rabeeah
mentioned the uwse of argon
=TS, AL s anc krives,
new clectne  coatings o
avoid bleeding, less sensitive
prosthetics, and, most mpsor-
tantly, early diagnosis,

Al-Rabseeah  sabd that the
greatest research in this program
has been done on eardy detec-
ton of conjoined twins in the
womb. They are now capabie

of detecting  congoined  twins
sometimes al just eight (o 10
wiee ks,

Al-Rabseah™s most orocial
piece of advice §s wrging waomen
to star prenatal care early,

The importance of psycholog-
peal care for both the patlents and
the farmilies was also discussed.
Al-Rabecah pointed out what
i5 referred to as “separation
frauma” that twins  emndure
when leaming how to adjust (o
their bodies after having been
connected all thetr lives.

“The twins, they have pain,
they have suffered. I have seen
two kinds of tears In o my life,
We all know about the tears of
despair, the tears of pain. Hut
with conjoined twins, T have
secn clearly the tears of happd-
ness amd joy.”
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Gaxas civil defense agency
salfl on Sunday a drone sirike
seriously injured a hospital chiel
in an atlack on the healthcare
Facility, and 11 people were killed
in laraeli raids on the Palestinian

termitory.
Hossam Abu Safiva heads the
Kamal Adwan Hospital, one

af just two parily  operating
in northern  Gaza, as the
war-ravaged ternitory 1= i the
grip of a dire humanitarian crisis.

Abu Safiva suffered an injury to
his back and left thigh by metal

ragments after an atiack on the
hospital complex, civil defense
amency spokesman Mahmd
Baassal sald,

After losing a It of blood, the
doctor was in a “stable” condi-
tion, Bassal said, adding an Israeli
drone bombed the hospital in
Bedt Lalika, north Gaza.

Israel on O, 6 bhegan an air
and ground operation in Jabalia
and then expanded [t to Bed
Lahia.

Hospital staff have reported
several strikes at the facility,
while the World Health Organi-
zation chief said he was “deeply

HUMANITARIAN CRISIS

hamal Adwan Hospital chief injured by Israeli drone

Hossam Abu Saflya, director of the Kamal Adwn Hosplital, s
treated by colleagues for his injurles in the northern Gazra Strip. AFF

GRAVE RISKS

Mikati warns Israeli military action

concerned aboul the safety
and well-being of 20 paticnts,
including eight in the inten-
give care wll” al Kamal Adwan
Husspital,
Hospitals in the Gaza Strip have
been hit muoltiple times since
the outbreak of war between

Israel amnd Hamas, sparked by the
militant groups unprecedented
attack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023
Gazas civil defense agency
on Sunday morning also said 11
poopic, “including  children,”
after  two  Isracli  airstrikes
on  Al-Burei] and Al-Maghazi
refuges camps in central Gaza

and artillery fire in Beit Lahia.

Witnesses  also  described
artillery fire in Al-Mawasi in
sclabivern Gaza,

“1 am alrakd.” sadcd 30-year-old
Rania Abu Jazar, after she was
forced to leave her makeshifi
shelter, a tent, in the early hours
of the morning after intense fire,

"My children are hungry, and
my (ome-year-aldl  daughter
Amals mllk ks in the tent. 1 do nod
know what to do, IF we retumn,
they might shell us again; the
tanks are biind, and they do not
care about Killing children and
waomen,” she added.

arejection of political solution

Borrell in Beirut: Pressure must be exerted on Israel, Hezbollah to accept US proposal

Najia Houssar Ookur

An Israell strike on a
Lebanese army center on
Sunday Killed a soldier
and wounded 1S others,
the Lebanese military
sald, with the caretaker
prime minister, Najib
Mikatl, calling the attack
“a direct bloody message
rejecting all efforts to
reach a ceasefire.”

The attack came as top EU
diplomat Josep Borrell called for
an immediate ceasehre in the
[srael-Hezbollah war while on a
visil to Lebanon.

According to the Lebanese
Army  Command, the
adjutant, Diab  Mohammed
Jaafar, was Killed when Israel
targeted  Al-Amariveh check-
point on the road between Tyre
and the town of Nagoura.

In a statement, Mikati said:
“Isracls messages rejecting a
solution are ongoing, and just as
it tuirned against the US-French
cill for a ceasehre in September,
here it is onoe again responding
with Lebanese blood, blatanily
repecting the solution that is
bring discussed.”

He called on “the countries of
the world and the relevant inter-
national institutions 1o assime
their responsibilities on  the
issne.”

Mikatis condemnation came
amid growing concerns  that
the Israell military Is trying to
solichily its westwand imcursion
in the coastal town of Al-Bayada,
located between  Tyre  and
Magoura, while facing strong
resistance from the castern side

First

DAMASCUS VISIT
UNenvoy
concerned

over expansion
of conflict

of the border area in s positions
i Khivam,

Israchh [omces are brying to
encircle the South Litani area
from both sides.

Hezhallah said it “targeled 3
gathering of the enemy army s
forces east of the city of Khiyam
with a salvo of rockets”™ and “a
pathering of Isracll lopces at
the Metula site (Israel's owtlet
toward Khivam] was targeted
with a volley of rockets followed
by an aerial attack with a
sijiadron of assaull drones ...
hitting its targets accurately.”

The Israell  military  said
Hezbollah launched 160 projec-
tiles towsard Israel on Sanday,

SINCNsS soanced ACTOSS

AFP Camascws

The UN special envoy for Syria
st on  Sumday that it was
“extremely oritical” to emd the
highting in Lebamson amd Gaza (o
avold the country being pulbed
into a regional war.

“We need now to make sue

FASTFACT

lsrasl airstrikes on Eal:urdn.!,r
pounded central Beirut,
Killing at least 20 people and
wounding 66, according to
Lebanon's Health Ministry.

northern and central  Israel,
reaching Tel Aviv at successive
intervals, forcing thousands of
lasraelis to head toward shelters.

Footage from ceniral lsrael

showedl  extensive material
chamage and fres,
The Israchi military issued

further warnings to residents
of Reirut®s southern suburhs
o evacuate, targeting Bourg

thit we have mmediately a
ceascfire in Gaza, that we have
a ceaschire in Lebanon, and that
we avold Syria being drageed
even Marther indo the confllicd”
saicl Geir Pedersen ahead of a
mecting with the Syrian foreign
minister in Damasens, “We ETee
that it s extremely critical that

Al-Barajneh and Hadath.

Former Israell minister Benny
CGantz clamed that the Lebanese
government "is leavinge
Hezbollah uncheched.” adding:
“Tt is thme 0 act against its assets
forcefully.™

These developments came
during a round of discussions
conducted by Borrell,  high
represenlative of the EU for
forcign  affairs and security
policy, in Befrut with Mikati and
speaker Nabih Berry.

It a statement, Borrell siressed
the need for exerting pressure
on Isracl and Hezbollah to
accepl the US proposal for a
ceasefire,

Borrell emphasized that “the

W chee-escilate so thal Syra is nol
further dragged into this,” he said
since Syrias civil war erupied
in 2001, Israel has carried ool
humdreds  of  sipikes
country, mainly G@Ereetng the
army and Iran-backed groups.
The Isracli military has intensi-
e 15 strtkes on argets in S¥na

in the

Firefighters
douse the flamas
at the site of an

alretrike that

targetad the
Al-Hadath area

near Beirt's
southorm suburhs

ar Bunday
@i tha Wit

bBatwaon isran
and Hezbollzh

acontinues_ L-F

situation in the Middle East,
particilarly here in  Beirut,
presents a significant challenge
to the International commu
nity, The international commu-
ity cannod remain inactive in
the face of these events. The
absence of peace in the Middle
Fast has reached an intoler-
able level, and people are dying
wnder bombardment.”

He added that two months
on from his last visit to Beimet,
he npow views Lebanon as on
the verge of collapse due 1o
the confhicl, which has bed {o
the devastation of numerows
Villages, as well as airstrikes
aimed al Beirul and Baalbek
He also reilerated that “the

since its contlict with Hezbaoldlah
m neighboring Liobanon
escalated into full-scale war in
Late September after almost a year
el cross-horcher hostilithe

The Syrian Observatory  for
Human Righis war monitor
gadcd Israeh strikes on the city of
Palmyra earlier in the week Kilbed

human cost is exceedingly high”

Forrell sald lsraeli airsirikes
had claimed the lves of over
deHHy people n Lebanon, a
figure three times greater than
the casualtics recorded in 2004,

The only viable path forward,
Borrell said, i= an immediate
ceascfire and the foll imple-
mentation of Security Council
Resalution 1701,

Bormell praised the UNIFIL
forces and confirmed the EL's
readiness to  allocate C2{M
million (82083 million} to the
Lehanese Armyed Forces

He emphasized the Lebanese
need 1o “assume their political
respansibilities by electing o
presiclent and patting an end o
this prolonged power vacuum
that has exceeded two years.”

Forrell said a ceasefire
proposal for Gaza is pending
Israeclli government approval,

and "we, as the intermational
community, need (o work to
ensure the respect of interna-
tonal law, as we see famine
being used as a weapon of
war  through  international
law  wviolatbons, the complete
siepe imposed on Gaza and the
number of propde that are dymg
in Lebanon.”

He added that in his view the
decisions of the International
Criminal Courl (0 issue arres|
warrants for Israeli  Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanvaho
and his former defense minister,
Yoav Gallant, for Israel's activi-
fies in Gaza were nol polit-
cally motivated and had been
made under international law,
which applied to everyone, “We
strongly support the courtl,”
he said.

105 people, e vast majority o
them pro-Iran hghters, i the
deadliest such attack on radical
eroups to date,

Israed
mcividual strikes in Syria bud
has repeatedly said it will not
allow Tran (o expand its presence
in the country

arely  cofmments  on
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Aid only
delaying
deaths as
Sudan
counts down
to famine

War in the country has killed
tens of thousands of people

AFP Calro

War-torn Sudan Is on

a “countdown to mine”
Ignored by world leaders
while humanitarian

afd is only "delaying
deaths,” Norweglan
Refugee Council chiel
Jan Egeland said.

*We have the biggest humani-
tarian crisis on the planet m
Sudan, the biggest hunger crisis,
the biggest displacement crisis
cand the world is giving it a
shrug,” e said in an interview

from neighboring Chad after a
visdt 1o Sudan this week,

Since April 2003, war has pitted
Sudan®s regular army  against
the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces, killing tens of thousands
of people and uprooling more
tham 11 million.

The United Nations says
that mearly 268 milllon people
inside Sudan are sulfering acute
hunger,

"I met womnen barely surviving,
eating one meal of bodled leaves
& day.” Exeland said.

One of few organizations to
have maintained operations in

sSudan, the refugee council says
s 1.5 million people are “on
the edge of famine”

“The violemnce I8 tearing
apart communities much faster

than we can come in with akd."
Egrland s,
"As we strugele to keep up, our

current  resources are  merely
delaying deaths Instead of
preventing them”

“It is bevond belief that we
have a fraction of the interest
now for Sudans crisis than we
had 20 wvears ago for Darfur,
when the cornsis was actwally
much smaller” Ezeland said.

Sudanese who fled escalating
violkenoe in the Al-Jazira rest

ot & coarmp in the eastern city of
Gedaret. The war-tom country is
an a ‘countdoen to famine.” AFF

He sabl Israel's wars in Gazi
and Lebanon amnd Russia's war
with Ukraine had been allowed
to overshadow the conflict in
suclan.

But he sajd he detected a shin
in the “intermational mood”
away [rom the kind of celebrity-
driven campaigns that broughi
Huollvwood star Georpe Clooney
to Darfur in the 20:00s,

"More nattonalistic tendencies,

maore inward-looking,” he said
of Westlern governmenis led by
politicians compelled to "put
my nation Arst, me first, not
humsanity first”

“Tt will come o haunt™ these
“short-sighted”  leaders, when
those they failed to assist in
their homeland join the tide of
refugees and migranis headed
north,

In Chal, b said he had met

voamng peopde who just barely

survived  ethnic  cleansing
in Darfur, and had made the
decision to brave the perilows
crossing of the Mediterrancan

1 Europe even though they had
friends who had drowned,

Inside Sudan, one in every
five people has been displaced
by this or previouns conflicts,
according (o UN figures,

Muost of those displaced are in
Darfur, where Egeland says the
situation is “horrific and getting
Worse”

The North Darfur state capital
of El-Fasher has been under
giepe by the RSF for months,
nearly disabling all aid opera-
tions in the region and pushing
the nearby Zomeam displace-
ment camp into fmine,

AFP Jerusalerm

The Israell government said

Sunday it had approved the
nomination of Yechie] Leiter, an
ally of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanvihu, as the country’s
ambassador to the US,

The announcement oomes
after US President-elect Donald
Trump niakned hard-line
conservalive Mike Huckabes
as his choice for US ambas-
saddor to  Israel under his

incoming administration.

"“The government has wnani-
maously approved the appoint-
ment of Yechiel Leiter as
ambassador to the US" the
Foreign Ministry sadd in a
slatement,

A former adviser o
Netanyahu, Leiter, 65,
is originally from the
s and currenily lves
in a settlement in the

Yechbol Lalter

RIOTS

GAZA WAR

Tel Aviv names Netanyahu ally as US ambassador

occupied West Bank.

Close to the US Hepublican
Party, Leiter used to be one of
the leaders of the Yesha Council,

an umbrella group repre-

senting  Israeli  settlers
in the West Bank in the

[ s,

He is also a member
of Netanyvahus Likod
party amd currently

works as  a  strategic
adviser to  Israeli
think tanks.

HIGHLIGHT

The announcement comes
after US President-elect
Donald Trump named
hard=line conservative Mike
Huchkabee as his choice

for US ambassador to
Israsl under his inocoming
administration.

His =on, Moshe Leiter, was
Killed in combat in November
2023 in the Gaza Sirip, where
war erupled between  Isracl
and the Palestinian  militant
vl Hamas after ls attack on
sotthern Israel in October last
VT,

Yechiel Leiter will take on
the ambassador role after
Trump's inauguration next vear,
succeeding Mike Hersog, Presi-
dent Isaac Herzogs  brother,
who was appointed in 2021

Leiter is a fierce oritic of US
Presiclent Joe Biden, slamming
“American pressure” during the
war in Gaza inan interview with
private Israeli channel Tov in
January.

Israel welcomed Huckabee's
nomination this month, as he
is a stabwart supporter of the
COUNITyY’s Eovernment.

In 2007, he was present in
Maale Aduimim for the expan-
sion of one of Isracls largest
seftlements in the West Bank.

Israel’s PM condemns settler violence on soldiers in West Bank

Reutars Jeousalem

Prime Minister Denjamin Metan-
vahu condemned on Sunday
Jewash  settlerss who  attacked
semior  Isracli military  officers
including Mal Gen. Avi Bluth,
the head of the army's Central
Command in the ooccupied West
Bk

The Ismell army said that a
gronip of setters trailed Bluth and
other officers in the West Bank
city of Hebron on Friday, blochked
their exit amd hurled abuse at
them, Tt added that five rioters
hacl been arrested.

“All violence directed against
[sracli  military  officers  and
sodcdiers must be dealt with to

the Rullest extent of the law.” the
prime minister's office sakd In a

slalement,

Some of the crowd velled
“traitor” at Bluth, wio had visibed
Hebron to atiend an  annuwal
relighous event in the city.

On Saturday, dozens of seitlers,
sompe of them masked, horled
sioaes it lsraell troops and border

police near the West Banle settle-
ment of ltamar, police said.

There has been a general surge
in violence across the West Bank
since the Oct. 7, 2023 attack by
Hamas militanis on  southermn
Istael,

Palestinians have been repeat-
edly targeted by settlers, who
want Israel to annex the West

There hise been &
go il surge In
wiokince acroas

tha Waest Bank
simoe Oot. T,

2023 Fmuinrs RS e Ry
- S
Ealy =l

! "" ‘hr pa
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Bank. The [sraeli military i= meant

o prodect the local Palestin-
jans, bul Bluth acknowledged in
August that the army had faked to
safeguartd civillans when settlers
went on the rampage inone town.

Palestinians say they are often left
o the mercy of the settlers, with
sofdiers doing litthe or nothing Lo
reln them in.

some  settler  vouth  groups
meject  the junsdiction of the

BACRGROUND

On Satwrday, dozens of
settlers hurled stones at
lsraal troops near the
West Bank settlement of
Itamar, police said.

Israedi military in areas that they

see as under their control ancd
have attacked Israeli foroes.
aettler  beaders  have  sand
violence has no place in their
movermnent and have called for
offencers to he prosecuted.

Most countries deem Jewish
settlements bullt on land Iseael
capiured in a 1967 war 0 be
illegal. Israel disputes this and

cites historical and biblical ties
io the lamnd. Palestinkans wani
the Wist Bank as part of a future
independent state.

Separately, analysts and officials
have sald Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyaho is [acing
legal perils at home and abroad
that point to a turbulent futare
for the Israell lesder and could
influence the wars in Gaza anc
Lebanon.

The Intemational Criminal
Court stunned Israel on Thursday
by lssuing arrest warranis for
Netanyvahu @ and his  former
defense chief Yoavy (Gallant for
alleged war crimes and crimes

against humanity in the 13-month-
ol Gaza condlict,
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Sheany Yasuke Lal Ja-6rta

Indonesia's new leader,

President Prabowo
Sublanto, Is seeking

closer cooperation with

the UAE on Jakartas
industrialization efforts as
he made his first official trip
Lo Abu Dhabi since taking
office last month.

[nddonesms relations with  the
UAE prew under Former Presi
dent foko Widodo, who in 2021
seciured a more than 588 hillion
commitment  from
Lhe Giunll states, The tvwo countries
sigmcd a frec trade deal a vear
later, which came into force last
September.

The UAE was Prabowo's last
stop in his first foreien trip since
hecoming Indonesia’s new leaces
[ CheEnkser,

“Mow that I have ecarmed the
trust from my people 1o lead
[Indonesia, | want fo contnoe
our good relatbons” Prabown told
[ITAE President Sheikh Mohzrmed
hin Zayed Al-Nahvan donng ther
frst official meectmg in Aba Dhaka
i .‘-i:|1u:1|:|._'..

Jakartas priontes are fooused
on defense, food security amd
encrgy security, he said, adding
that the government also wanis
o implement a  downstream
policy that includes domestic
processing of raw matenals.

“This means we want to
perform a massive Industrial-
ization.” Prabowo sakdh “In this

s el

Shehab Sumoen Cioka

Bangladesh is preparing to send
the first haich of trained nurses
to Saudl Arabian by eady next
year, the country's state-owmed
recruiting agency told Arab News
on Sunday.

Bangladeshi nationals  make
up the largest group of expatn-
ates i Sauch Arabia, with nearly
3 million working and residing
in the Kinpdom. Bui only a few
dozen clinicians are among the
eroarp, according to Bangladesh
AMedlical Assoriation data.

Im 322 the two ocountries
signe<dl  an  agreement om (he
recruitment of health workers,
targeting the large numbers of
certificd doctors, nurses and
medlics from Bangladeshs more
than 100 medical colleges,

Bangladeshi  authorities  are
now prepanng a batch of over 10O
pirses 1o serml 1o Saoudl Arabdda,
said the Bangladesh Owverseas

BILATERAL RELATIONS

Indonesia’s Prabowo
seeks UAE cooperation in
industrialization eftorts

Indonesia, UAE signed new agreements covering energy, tech, healthcare

ponlexl, we see Lhat the UAE and
Indonesia have simifar prion-
ties. We can work together across
cifferent sectors and we wani to
mvite the UAE to actively partici-
paie i our economy.”

The two leaders also presided
over the signing of several
agreements as parlt of  their
meeting. covering areas such as
technology, renewable encrey,
infrastructure and health.

“They agreed 1o increase irade

Indonesia s Preaident

Prabowo Sublanto and UAE
President Sheikh Maharmad
bén Zayed Al=Nahyan In Abw
Dhabl on Baturday. Supnied

betweesn the two coundries,
specifically by optimizing the
willzaiion of Indonesia-UAE

CEPAS Inclogesian [oreEn
minestry  spokesperson Roy
Sormiral told Arab News on
Surnday.

“President Prabowo weleoaned

Bangladesh prepares to send trained
nurses to Saudi Arabia in 2025

- o |
,.t.-': 5

- h J

A Bangladeshl nurse tends to a dengue patlent at a hoapital. AFF

Employment and Servaces Lid.
a recruitment agency under the
Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare
anel Overseas Employment

"We ot a request 10 send 150
murses to the Kingdom . I every-
thing goes aleight, we can expect
the first batch to (y outl to the

Kingdom early next year,” BOESL
Executive [Dhrector Shawkat Ali
said.

In Sawllk Arabian, nurses musd
wncergo e Sk Promesnc
Exam to priactice in the Ringdom.
Though Hangladesh has many
mursig school graduates, most oo

the TTAE presidesit’s invitation to
strengthen cooperation in infra-
structure and collaboration in
international fomums to resolve
zlobal 1sswes, including peaceful
conflict resolution.”

Prabowo's visit to Abu Dhabd
was hissecond this vear, folloaving
a g im May as president-elect,

He was concluding his first
overseas (rip as president, which
also included stops in China, the
118, and the UK.

not have the required Prometric
certifications, he added.

“Our nurses are very skilked and
indusirions ... We have received
hige quertes For the nurses
Bagt here they need to have Lthe
Prometric certification. If we
can prepare them in line with
the Saudi requirements, it will
open new opporfuniiies lor owr
nurses,”

Oy around 2percent of Bangla-
deshl workers in the Kingdom
are skilled professionals, bt
the number has becn on the nse
since the beginning of the year,
according to data from the Burea

il Manpower, E:|:|]:||r|-].':||:'r|1
and Training,

Though mosli Bangladeshi
migrant workers are secking

employmment in Sandi  Arabias
glgi-prajects under  its  Vision
2030 transformation plan, there
has also been a growing demand
(o health warkeers foim the South

A=lan nation,

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Hypersonic weapon
Ukraine shows
fragments ol
Russian missile

Ukraine on Sunday showed

Jovrmeakists fragments of the

Flussian mmbssibe used (oostrike
the city of Dnrpro last week, al-
ter Moscow sadd it had tesded i
new Oreshnik ballistic missibe,
Russia on Thursday carmied
ouf a sirke on the city which
President Viadimir Putin sakd
wis i test of is new Oreshnik
hypersote inlermmediale- mnge
ballistic missile. Ukraine"s SBU
security service displayed
metal fragsments, ranging
froam bulky to tiny, on fake
erass in front of camouflage
netting at an umdisclosed
location Sunday, The SBU
cliel nol mame Lhe missile nsed
bt saacl it was a type they had
not seen before. AFP

Slow growth

India’s Killer
smog throttles
the cconomy

MNoxious smae smothering

the pladns of north Tndia is
not only choking te lungs of
residents and Killing mullions,
bt alsoslowing the country's
economc growth,

Experts say Indea’s
worsening air podlution is
having a muinous impact
on s economy — with one
sincly estimating bosses 1o the
turee of 3595 ballion annuwally, or
roughly 3 percent of the coun:
try’s G The true extent of the
ecomombe prece [ndia is paving
could be even greater.

Bhargav Krishna of the
el il -based research
collective Sustainable Futurs
Collaborative said “costs aded
up in every phase.” AFP
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘The Physical Nature of Information’

‘THE PHYSICAL NHATURE OF INFORMATION'

Applications of information
theory span a broad range of
disciplines today.

It temches the tools
universally used by physicists
working on guantum
computers and black
holes unp;inegr:: du;iﬂ'ning
seif-driving cars,
traders perfecting
market strategies,
chemists playing with

molecules, biclogists

Safety measures

China's local
authorities step
up secarity

Local authoritees m China are
stepping up safety manage
ment and police patrols
fodlowing several high-profile
mass Killings, a the central
government calls bor en-
hanced public security, media
reports said on Sunday.

In the eastern city of Woxi,
where a 21-vear-old student’s
stabhbing spree left eight
peape dead and 17 injured
o Mov, 16, local oficiaks con-
vensd on Friday to discuss
measures to maintain social
stability, state-run local me-
dia reporied. Reuters

Tha Physical
Hature of

I '|1|T armd | WY

studyng cells and Fving
beings, linguists analyzing
banguages, and
nauroscientists figuring
aut how the brain works

No matter what area of
scionce you spocialize

i "Thea F'h"IHiEIIJ MatLirs

of Information”
unkzcks the power of
iInformation theory to
tast the limits iImposad
by unoertainty.

Taiwan emergency
Japan, Us

to compile
missile plan

Japan and the LTS aim to
compile a joint military
plan for a poesible Taiwan
ermergency that inchides
dheping missiles, Japsin’s
Ryodo news agency
reported on Sunday,

Under the plan expected
1 b coimpdled next month,
the 1S would deploy missile
units to the Nansei [slamds
of Japxin's southwestern
FRagresshima ancd OKinnwa
prefectures, and (o the Phaligs-
pines, the report said. Other
weapons will be deploved to
e Nansel [slands. Rewuters

o Fallow frub News Briefs all through the day SilirabNews
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Global shifts suggest Syria’s ‘waiting game’ could pay off

L the height of Symia’s civil
war, Benie Scheller, a po-
litical scientist and formeer
Gerrman diplomat, pul-
lished “The Wisdom of Svi-
s Walting Game" In it, she
argwed that Syrian lorelgn polley undes
President Bashar Assad and, before that,
his father Hafez Assad had long [odlovwed a
strategy of “wailting out” international dif
ficulties and crises. Damascus would ravely
change the policies that provoked ire from
eviibsicler=. bai instead waited For former
critics o soften their stance,

This has been Assad'’s approach since the
Syria conflict exploded in 2011, refusing
diersands to loosen his brutal grip on
power, confident that, with considerable
help from allies Russia and Iran, eventoally
it will be his enemiles that bend, Thirteen
vears aller many in the international
coonmunity cut ties with Damascus and
erected sanctions, the regional chimate
appears to be shifting, and Assad may
believe that Syrias walting game is once
apaln paving off.

aa
Evenduring
the civil war,
Iannascus was
never fully
isolated

Symia’s international rehabalitation has
already begun. Even during the civil war,
Damascus was never fully isolated. As well
as alles Russla, Iran, and China, significant
prosiers, iodably Bracil and Tndi, b= bl
bo sevier bes. As i1 becamse clear Assad woukd
survive, & trckle of Arab sates, such as the
UAE, Egvpl, and Jordan, which had called
for has overthrow reestabfished tees, In 200235,
Saudi Arabia favored Syrias retum to the Arab
League after its suspension 12 vears earlier.

Bt there is still a long way to go, While
fkackK 1 the Arabh ].4-.1|.:|:||_'.'|1a|| atleaclinge
regional events such as the recent Arab-
Islamic summit in Rivadh, Assad is far from
fully reintegrated. Jordan, among others,
protests the flow of Capdagon from Syria,
allegedly overseen by the Assad regime,
while trade and diplomatic relations with
thee Arabh world remain far below pre-2011
le=veeds, Diesptes bows-level talks with Ankara.,
detente with Turkiye appears to have
stalled over continued Turkish control of
northern Syria. Meanwhile, relations with
the ELT and the US rernadn severed, with
economie sanctions st in place,
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However, three recent developmenits
could shift the dial. First, the Lebanon
war. Almost SO00040 people have sought
sanctuary in Syria since October, mostly
Syrians who fled war in their ovwm country
diuring the previous decade. This helps
Assanl] [EETIE i) T [:ll:.l:'-.ih'.'l'1I:L|I'I'J!i|'||||!|||jl]
irnagoe of his war-torn stale — evien il many
refugees are reporiedly frving 1o move on
to either Irag or rebel-held northern Syria
[t also increases Syrias importance to the
iternational aid commuomity amd radses the,
albell remole, Pkt L ER that Damascis
mught be mcluded in Lebanese peace (alks

Second, the continued risc of populist
right-wing parties in Exrope increases
the chance that tes with the continent
couwld improve. Populist povernmenis in
Hungary and [taly have already pushed
for the EU to loosen sanciions in exchange
[ Assad taking back Syrian refupees,
and Rome even reopened its Damascus
cmhbassy in September.

Finally, there is the reelection of Donald
Trump. On the one hand, there are signs
that Trdmp's relir o] beeguetit Assadd, His

pick lor health secretary, Bobert F. Rennedy
Jr., recently noted how Tromp wants to
remove LS trosops from northeastern Syria.
This would hikely benefit Assad, who wanis
to recapture all this region.

It is also possible that Assad's relative
newtrality during the Gaza war — not
joining its allies Iran and Hezbollah in
fighting Isracl — may be rewarded with
a less hawkish approach from the Trump
administration. A softer US view of Russia
under Trump might alzo benefit Assad.
Wihikle the hitmng of 115 sanctions on
Damascus appears unlikely, Assad may
hope that a less ageressive White House
will enforce them less vigilantly

However, although the geopolitcal
wieel appears to be twrming, it is far from
clear Assad will seize this opporiunity.

It requuidres considerable diplomatic skdll

P nibE e 1 e chanElng circiimsiances
effectively, Although the Symian leader has
followed his father's "walting game” diplo
macy, it is vet o be seen if he has inherited
Hafez Assads ability to navigaie a way hack
imto intermational favor.

&% e
Il is a tool olwar,
used o instill

terror and rip
communities apart

Breaking the silence on gender-based violence

ach year about 800 0040
WOrTien aned g|r|:-. are victims
of gender-based violence,
GEY takes many forms
physical, sexual, emotional
anil psychodogical — and
1% cofseqiences are devastating. Cutting
across cultures, borders and communities,
GHEY 15 a public health emergency, and a
sertons violation of human richis. iz a
seonirge that affects one in three women
worldwide. Hold that figure in your head
fior a momenit. If the scale of the problem is
staggering, so, too, 15 the nadeguacy of the
Flodal respaonse
The International Day for the Elimina-
tiom of Viclence against Women on Nov. 25
marks the beginning of 146 Days of Activism
Against Gender-Based Violence, an anngal
ntermational campalgn that rons until Dec, 10
Humam Higii= Day, This year, as we [ace up o
the hormifying extent of GBY, a single question
is paramount. How mamy more must suffer
before: L workd takes meaningiul action?

Nowhere is the crisis more pronoundced
than in condlict zones. such a= Sudan andd
Gaza, where women and girls are being
systematically targeted. In Sudan, wwhere
violence has spiraled since the outbreak
of conflict, the UN reports that over 6.7
million peophe are af risk of GBY, Armed
Eroups ave weaponized sexual viaolence,
It 1= a tosnl of war, used to instill termor and
rip communities apart.

In Al-Jazirah state in Sudin, where
the situation has deteriorated rapidly
in recent weeks due to intense fishting,
hunger has intensified, health facilities
have heen attacked, and there are peports
of mass rapes and Killings, The victims o
this violence are not statistics — they are
woinen and girls whose lives are being
deliberately torn apart. Nor does the
viobence end when they lee thelr homes,
Displacement brimgs new Lthreals,

In Gaza, the conflict and blockade
exposes wormen, girls, children, and
ackolescents Lo heightened nsks o

DR. HANAN BALEHY
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vicdence, There has been a vise in inckdents
ol s viodenoe, damesiye alvase, andd
trafficking. The psychological toll of such
vicdenee is profound.

These are not isolated incidents. The
threats are systenuic, pervasive, and cry out for
1r||-|1||'|||.|I4' iI|'|iI||I. 1|i |I:IIrI'|iIrI||i||.'||III.'-|IE'”II:||1,"-_
winnen and girls [ace a dowhle burden —
the trauma of the emergency, whether
wars, natural disasters or health ontheeaks,
coupled with the dramatic increase of GHEY.
Dvsfunctional healthecare systems, when not
destroyed, as well as the attacks on health
facilities, mean survivors have little, if any,
deress o lilesaving care, e in food- fnse e
enviromments, victims are further marganil-
teexd, exposed to the threat of sexual exploita-
tion and abase, while acoess (o healtheare
becoimes even more challenging.

Vicdence agalnst women and girls is
preventabie, Thens s no excise,

Crlobal bodes such as the World Health
Organization are making great strides
in acklressing GBY., Whike WHOs efforts

i my own region, the Eastern Mediter-
ranean, have focused on strengthening
health systems by traming thousands of
healtheare providers, and integrating GBY
gervices into mental health and peychoso-
cial support systems to offer comprehien-
sivie, culturally sensitbve ciare, much more
remains Lo b dond.

GBEVY in Sudan, Gaza, and other conflict
zones serves nod only as a reminder of the
urgent meedd for coordinated action, bud
also undderscores how desperately we need
peace (o prevail. As we mark International
Dy for the Elimination of Violence Agains
Wioanaen, wie must ask ourselves what kindd
ol world we wanlt for women and girls,
now and i the fotare.

As we stand in solidanty with survivors,
we must commit to a workld where no
wiomsan oF girl 1= left behind, This means
taking bobd, immediate action, We musi
demand that leaders prioritize the health,
safety, and righits of women and girks in

Every policy, descision, and program



10

ARAB NEWS Monday, November 25, 20024

Opinion

Growing desertification is drying up the planet

JAMIL AHMAD

orld leaders will con-
vene at a high-level
UN conference on de-
sertification in Rivadh
next month, Another
deadly consequence
of the multifaceted climate crisis, desertifica-
tiomn is groaving fast as heat waves and rising
temperatures have become the norm.

Aboant 100 million hectares of healthy and
prosfuctive land gets degraded each year. Up

land restoration strategy. Supgporting the mosi-

affected and vulnembde developing countrices
with assistance to boost their restlience and
responsae 1o droghl will also be crictal, as will
eforts 1o restore degraded lands,

However, chimate chamnge 15 not the onky
driver of desertification. Unsustainable land
use management and overgrazing badly
damage the fragibe soll ecosystem of drylands.
The excessive ise of fertihzers and growing ol
water-intense cash crops also degrade lands.

tey 40 percent of the world's For a long time,
larsd is already degraded Iii desertification was
bo some degree, directly commanly only linked
impacting 3.2 hillion with Africa and Asia, but
]II-E'I;F:::E nrgahﬂulnthirduf Itis feared that recent trends reveal that
the global population, three-quartersofthe s now gripping other
As climate change elobal population parts of Uhe world too,
punches the planet more Id be affected Prolonged droughts and
requently, harder and ' wildfires haye signifi-
faster than before, the h}‘ ﬂl"ﬂllﬂhlh}’ﬂﬂﬁl] canily increased the rnisks
specter of land degrada- ifthe problem is of desertification in the
Hom and desertification not addressed MediterTanean regiof.
is expected to prow The UN Convention

exponentially. In the Lasi

#0 years, droughts have increased in inten-
gity, affecting more peaple than any other
extreme weather event, particularly in the
southern Hemisphere.

It i feared that three-quarters of the global
popalation coubd be alfected by drougi by
2050 if the problem is not addressed through
urgent collaborative action at a global scale,
Redocing carbon emissions, mitigation
measures and enhancing adaptation to climate
change are the most important parts of any

to Comhbat Desertifica-
U, The global platform o address risks
of desertthcation, lesds in devising action
plans and policies. The UN Environ-
ment Programme and other UN entities
collaborate with governments for restoring
degraded Lands and blodiversity. The
“Great Green Wall” initiative launched by
the Afnican Union in 2007 aims to restore
10 million hectares of degraded lands
across 22 African countries by 20340,

However, during the important phasc

Jarnll i WOl acier of
inber governmarnial oftads ot
the Urited Mabons Ersironmant
Progromima.
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of implementation, these imbiatives face
similar challenges as those of other environ-
mental agreements, namely the inadequacy
of financial resources and technical suppaort
to the developing countries thit are on the
front lines and already facing the deadly
consequienoes of climate change.

The UN Convention to Combsyt Desertifica-
tion's COPG, to be held in Riyadh next month
unicler the theme “Oaar Land, Our Pature”
assumees added significance as it will be the

degradation, drought, deforestation and sand
and dust storms, wihdch are all closely linked
to climate change and nature loss

Complementing these international
commitments al regional and national
levels will be necessary to move the needle
with full ownership of all stalicholders
and to generate momentim for collective
eflorts (o address environmental challenges
in an integrated manner.

The UN system is supporting these efforts.

first such high-level meeting The UN Environment
in the Midcle East and North —er Programume has imiple-
Alfrpca. Om its agenda will be "i menled more than 1640
measures to revierse degrada- lamd degradation propects
tion and accelerate efforts o Environmental over the vears and remaims
restore 15 billion hectaresof  problems cannot  engaged on sustainable and
Kard by 20050, The: meeting be effectively management. In East Africa,
also comes at a te of it is assisting land reslora-
erestter focus and urgency to addressed without tion projects under the
ackdress desertification, an integrated, Hestoration Initiative. The
Earlier this vear, the UN whole-of-society upcoming Middle East
Environment Assembily, HII‘FWHH‘ Green Initiative will also be
the npex legislative body on a useful platform, bringing
ervironmental Bses, called regional conmiries topether

on member states to shift from reactive o
progcive drooght management. Environ-
menial problems cannot be effectively
achdressed without an integrated, wiole-
of-sockety approscie In September, the UN
Gemeril Assembly approved the “Pact lor
the Future,” which, along with reaffirming
its commetment to the 20050 Agenda for
sustainable Devebopment and the Sustainable
Development Goals, also pledgesd to address
the adverse impacts of desertification, land

lo fight common environmental challenges.
COMG om desertibcation amms bo remewy Ehe
commitment to acoclerate investment and
action to restore land and enhance drowshi
resilience through a people -centered approach
by om-Boarding all segments of sockety. The
real measure of its sucoess, however, will rely
om the swilt and sustained implementation
of the agreed outcomes to prevent the plazet
[rom further drying up and efectnvely address
the drivers and impacts of desertification.

How the Middle East can benehit from the Al revolution

ritficial mtellipence s being
frenciedly adopted by all
kingds of stakeholders and is
fransforming many incdus-
trics in unprecedented ways
The excitemment, perhaps,
lbes i iis novelty and the evolving ways
of hioww Lo harness il empowering many
orgamnizations and individuals to expeniment
with how (o maximize and enjov a first-moy-
er advantage in seizing its opporiunities.
Thus far, the outcomes have been

in terms of streambning operations,
automating tedious iasks and enhancing
policy and regulatory decision-making
through big data and predictive analyvtics,
Additionally, Al has strengthened citizen
engagement via the personalized and swift
responsiveness of government services.

Al is also empowering governments (o
enhance the delivery of elemental services,
suich as healthcare and education, which
are vital to the well-being of any nation.

For example, it can streamline patient care

impressive and promising through AI-powered
According toa PwC “ telemedicine, improving
siudy, Al is projected 1o ACCEss [0 services,
contrbute up to 5157 Alis empowering especially to remaote and
trillion to the global underserved communi-
economy by 2030, with EOVErninents to ties. By leveraging and
the Middle Fast poised to enhance the delivery detecting patterns in big
capture benefits amounting  ofelemental services,  data and electronic health
lo approximately $320 succh as healtheare records, Al can reveal
billion. Governments can interesting public health
potentially save substan- amvd education patterns and discase

tial Anancial resources predictions, leading to

by embracing Al which could feee up to
&/ billion in annual budget additsons for
eovernments in the Middle East and North
Africa region, according toa report by
management consultant irm Oliver Wyman,
Al has already begun unlocking unprec-
cdented benefiis to multiple stakeholders.
For example, the public sector has
benefited immensely from s adoption

srm
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maore txtlored health programs. In the
ficld of drug discovery, Al is speeding ap
clinkcal trialks, cutting costs and time.

This technology s also transforming
education with many innovative toaols,
including adaptive leaming platforms
that personalize lessons based on student
needs, assistive technolosies to help
siudents with disabilities, the samification
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of classroom content to engage studenis
and specding up administrative tasks, such
as prading and curmiculum planning.

With climate change being a pressing
challenge for the region, Al is improving
ereTEy and water consumption efficiency
by amalyzing energy consumpdion paitermns,
enabling sustainable energy and water
usage. In the same vean, Al 15 assisting
farmers in improving water usage and
boosting crop yields through precision
farming technlgues.

this strategy is the establishment of key
institutions, such as the Saudi Data andd
Al Authonty, which playvs a pivatal role
in advancing the Kingdom's Al imtiatives
across a set of priority sectors. Additionally,
the government is fostering innovation by
introducing Al-specific academic programs
al universities across Lhe country, ensiring
a skilled workforce to drive the nation's
technological transformation,

The MENA region can be uniguely

positioned to be st the forefront of the

In urtsan planning, Al revolution by
Al is aiding planners in ii envisioning a clear
enhancing traffic fow, policy roadmap
monitaring environ- Recognizing the outlining its importance
mental changes and : and the necessary policy
desiening holistic A ﬂ]]pﬂl'l'lllllﬂl!‘!l-... and regulatory ecosys-
neiphborhoods based on ZOVETTINCNES ACT05S tems for the sector to
shifting demographics. the globe have crafied  thrive. Policymakers

Recognizing these astute sirategies to wollld need to collabo-
many opporiunities, rale with govermment
Eovernments across the maximize their benefits agencies and industry
ghobe have not hesitated leaders to identify
in crafting astute strategies to madimize their optimal use cases of Al within the various
benefits. For instance, te White Flouse has strategic industres,

pssnid an executive order focused on the safe,
secure and trustworthy development amd use
of AL

Saudi Arabia has developed a compre-
hensive National Strategy for Data and
Al, aimed at positioning the Kingdom as
a global leader in AT by 20050, Central to
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Az Al continues to evolve, MENA sovern-
meents can retmagine thelr industries and
working models by integrating the groumd-
breaking abilities and untapped prospects
of Al, promising an era of positive change
and ensuring they are poised to be a global
huh of innovation and opportunity.
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Saudi Arabia has
established fis first
national committes for
energy amnd petrochemicals
uniler the Federation

of Sandl Chambers to
enhance private sector
participation in these

key Industries.

With inveutments in the petio-
chemcal  sector expected 1o
reach G600 hillion by 2030, the
committer will work closely
with government  minisiries,
regulatory authorities, amd major
compankes to unlock new oppor-
turities for bath local and interma-
Honal mvestonrs.

Thas  imibsative represents  a
sienifcant step toward strength-
ening collaboration between the
private sector and the zovern-
meend, Tecilitating pohicy develop-
meend and acoelerating: invesimend
in energy and petrochemicals

Taber bin Ayed Al-Falad bas
bheen apgeointed as chaimman, with
Saa] bin Ajlan Al-Ajlan serving as
vicet chairman.

The committee will focus on
several sivategic areas, incliding
rerEwiEe cnergy projects, wilh a
e fo achieve 50 peroent rencw-
able emnergy capacity, as well as
localization prosrams aimed at
achleving 75 percent kecil content
in the eneTEy sector.

VISION 2030

aims for $600bn petchem
rowth with new committee

11

I had hoped for a more ambitious outcome

on both finance and mitigation
Lhe greal (climate) challenge we Giee.
Antonlo Gutermes
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New initiative strengthens private sector role in driving growth, innovation

The energy sector remains a cormerstone of Saud] Arabla’s economy. accounting for 40 percont of the country's gross demestic product. [Mie

Energy rmemams a oNmer-
sioppe af Saudi Arabin's economy,
acoounting  lor
the countrys GDP and droving
erowth  across Ekey  imdostries
such as manufacturing, bosistics,
and miming. The formation of the
new committec aligns with Saudi

) percent al

Arabias Viston 20050 which seeks
i cliversafy the economy and open
wp new  mvesiment  opporiunt-
tis in strategwe sectors, Including
cocrgy and petroechemicals.

Cm Mo, 18, hundreds of bnisiness
bspders from Saudi Arabla  and

Podans] gathered in Warsaw [or the

barpest-ever Sandi-Polish Business
Forume The evenit underscoredd
the growing coonomic  tes
befween Saudi Arabia andd Cemnitral
and Eastern Europe, bevond the
traclitional focus on the energy
sector, The forum was organized

by the FSC amd the Polish Chamber

of Commerce, with support from
ihe Polish Minkstry of Economic
Dievelopment and Technology
Sameli Arabdas  push  for
eoonormic diversificatson is driving
substantial vestments in the
petrochenical industry, incloding
the construction of new facilities,

the expansion of exisimg ones,
and the micgration of advanced
technologies to improve efficiency
anil sustaimabidkisy,

As part of its Vision 20000 goals,
the Kingdom aims to become a
global indusirtal hub, afracting
foreien investments and fostering
mnovation i high-value mduas-
irnes. The petrochemical sector,
with its considerable poten-

FASTFACT

The Kingdom s also placing
a strong emphasis on high-
value products, such as
parformance polymers,
engineering plastics, and
spacialty chamicals.

tial for value creation, plays a
cendral rode in this sirategy. Sawdi
Arabias petrochemical indusiry
has  grown  signlbcantly, with
anmul production capecily  nosw
exoecding 118 million tonnes. This
erowih 18 supported by sustadned
ivestments I mfrastnic-
fure, lechnology, amd capectly
enhancement.

The Kingdom s also placing a
sirong  emmphasis on  high-value
products. such as performance
polymers, cngncering  plastics,
and spevialty chemicals, as i
sechs to move up the valie chain
and capiure a larger share of the
ehobal market.

Mohammed Al-Kinanl J=oz2ah

Saudi Arabia has approved a plan
allowing licensed Aour mills to
export surplus prodection o
international markets, as long as
local] supply remains seciire,

The Geperal Food Securily
Authonty issucd the approval,
stipulating that mills must
repay the full value of govern-
ment wheal subsidies for any
guantities intended for export,
aocording (o the Saudi Press
ALY,

Ahmed ban Abdubazie
Al-Faris, governor of the GFSA,
highliphted that this decision
is In e with Samdi Arabia’s
Vigion 2080, which
support national industries and
encourage competition based on
high product quality.

Undder Article 1+ of the

alms 1o

AGRICULTURE

Saudi Arabia permits flour mills
to export surplus production

in 2023, Boudi Arabia's gradn production reached 1. 78 millon tonnes. Flie

KRingdom's Wheat Flour Produoc-
Hon Law (2008, ffour mills ame
prohibited from  eXporting
wheat, flour, or related products
without prior approval from the
relevant authority. Additionally,

mills must repay any subsidies
provided for these products
before  they  are  exported
Exports must also ensure that
local suppaly is ot cisrapted.
Saudi Arabia has developed

a comprehensive strategy for
its agrcultural sector, focusing
ol sustainability, feod security,
and the welfare of farmmers,
alongside economic growth and
preventative measures, Desplte
the Kingdom’ desert climate
and  limited  waler resources,
national polickes are addressing
critical challenpes such as food
and  waler security, susiain-
able agricultural practices, and
ecolorical balance.

These  efforts
saudl  Arablas  commilimeni
fin IR reasing agricultural
produectivity while responisibiy
managing its natural rescurces.

In 203, Sawdi Arabias grain
production reached 1.75 mbllion
tonnes, harvested from 325,000
hectares of a total 3310010
hectares planted, according (o
chata from the General Authority

demonsirite

HUB

Morgan Stanley gels
approval for regional
HQ in Saudi Arabia

Mirmal Narayanan Riyacdh

US-hased Ivestmemt hank
Morgan Stankey has boen pranded
approval to establish its regional
headguarters in Sandi Arabéa, as
the Ringdom continues to attract
infernational investment,

This move alizns with Sandi
Arabaas regional  headguarters
program, which offers husinesses
varnous incentives, including a
J0-vear exemption from  corpo-
rate income tax and withholding
L an headguariers activibies, as
well as access o discounts and
support  services, Saudl  Imeest-
ment Mindster Khalid  Al-Falih
confirmed the progress of this
initiative In October, stating that
the Hingdom has suocessfully
attracted 540 intermational compa-
mies o sef up regonal hesdouear-
fers i Rividdh—exceoding  ils

20000 target of 500 “ Estabdishing a
regonal HE in Rivadh reflects the
erowih and development of Sawdi
Arabaa and is a natural progression
of our long history in the region.”
gadd Abdulaziz Alajaii, Morgan
Stanleys CEDQ for Sasll Arabia
anl co-head of the bank's Maclclbe

Establishing a regional

H} in Rivadh reflects the
growith and development
of Sandi Arabia.

Abdulozlz Alajajl

Pz Sty & (L L) Mo Sl Aralbs

East and North Africa operations,
according to Bloomberg.

Morgan Stanley Nest entered 1w
Saicll market m 2007, lunchng an
ety trading business i Rivadh,
Follorwes] by the establishment of a
Satunedl ecpuety P i 20408,
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MNirmal Moryanan Ryadb

Saudi Arabla’s non-oil
exports reached SRTOAR
hillion ($21L.17 hillion) in the
third gquarter of 20024, a rise
of 16,76 percent compeired
Lo the same period in 2023,
according to official data.

Az reported by the General
Authority for Stahstics, the
Ringdom exporied non-oll goods
warth SHIPAS billion to the UAE,
fedlowed by India and China at
SRGSH hillion and SEG.48 hillon.

Chemical products led  Sauadi
Arabias non-energy exports
the third quiarter, accounting for
25.5 percent of tolal shipiments,
marking a 53 percent annual
rise. Mastic and rabber products
Tedlowvecl, comprizmg 24.9 percent
of the total, with an 88 percent
increase compared o the third
quaarter of 2025

sirengihening the
privale sector s a key olgective
under Saudi Arahia’s Viswon 2030
as the Kingdom works to diversafy
its econoty and reduce reliance
oy Cruiche ol reverises,

"The ratio of nos-all exXports
fincluding re-exportsl o Imports
ncreased o 3668 percent In the
third quarter of 20024 from 2409
percent in the thard guarter of
2023, This was due toa FLB peroent
increase in non-oll exports and an
L4 percent INcrease no mpeorts
over thal perod,” sand GASTAT,

In Cctober, Moody's progected
the Kingdom's non-hyvdrecarbon
real gross domestic product woulkd
ETO, 5 percerd  ansd

rd-0il

hetweesy 5
8.5 percent from 2025 to 02T
driven by incressed governiment
s g,

The  International  Monetary
Fun progected the Sawdi economy
would expand by 446 percent in
20025, supported by diversifcation
efforts o strengthen the non-oll
private sector.

However, GASTAT highlechited
that overall merchandise exports
decrensed by 7.3 percent vear on
vear in the thard quarter, primanly
due o a MY percent drop m il
exports

Consecpsently, ofl expors as a
share of total exports Fell o 713
percent i the third quarter from
7. percend recorded during the
same period last vear.

To stabilize the market, Sauadi
Arabila insplermented a production
cut of 500,000 barrels per day in
April 2023, a rechection exbended
uniil Decembser.

Key trade partners

China remained Sandi  Arabia’s
b expeort destination in the third
quarter, receiving SRELS4 billlon
waorth of goods Japan amd South
Borea followed at SRERG2 billion
and SHESS0 billion, respectively,
while Inddia received SH24.35
hillkon. GASTAT clata revealed that
imports to the Ringdom mncreased
by 14 pereent year on year in the
third cuarter, reaching SK2I7.25
billion, while the nation’s surplus

TRADE

Saudi Arabias non-oil exports surge
16.8% In third quarter of 2024

ot T o oy e g et
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o e merchandise trade balance
chcreascdd by 3.4 perceni.

In the third cquarier, Ching
accounted for the larpest shane
of mmports al SKESETH  billion,
fodlowed by the US and Incdia at
SHIT.58 billion amd SKE11 hilkon,
respectively,

Ring Abdulaziz Sea Port in
Dammam was the pnmary entry
point for poods in the thind
quarter, with imports valwed at

SRELEER  hilllon, representing
20.8 percent of the todal inbound
shipments.

Amosg the other major termi-
mals af entry (or imports Was
Jeddah Istamic 5ea Port, which
hamgdled 200 peroent of the
incoming  shipments, followed
by King Ehalid International
Alrport  in Rivadh and Eing
Abdudasr Infernational  Aoport,
which handied 126 percent and
ik percent of the imports (o the
Fangebom.

September igares

In a separate report, GASTAT
rovedaled that Saodi Arabia’s
Mmool eXports  increased

3 =1

by 228 percenl year on vear
in seplember, reaching
SHZ5.05 hillion. The authority
revealed that the Ringdom
sent nom-enersy podds valoed
al SRA.54 hilllon to the UAE
in  September, while India
and China  recetved  Inbound
shipments worth SR2.35 billion
and SKL73 billion, respectively,

Plastic and rubber products
comprised 257 percent  of
non-oil exports in Sepiember, a
1.5 percent anmsial rise, while
chemical products  accoonted
for 253 percent, marking a 4.4
percent Increase.

The ratlo of non-oil exports
to imports rose o 371 percent
in September, compared (o 348
percent during the same month
i KL,

Despite the growth in non-odl
exports, overall merchandise
exports dropped 1429 percent in
Seplember due 1o a 24.5 percent
decline in ol exporis. Conse-
quently, the share of oil exports
in total exports fell from THY
pereent in Septembser 2023 (o
TOT percenl in September 2024

China remained the leading
tracle partner. receiving SRES.91
hillion in exports, followed by

SAUDI ARABIA INTERNATIONAL TRADE (93, 2024)

oy exported goods (L0}
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Chemical products led the hingdom's non-energy exports in Q5: GASTAT
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The ratio of
non-oll exports
{including
re-gxports)
to imports
increasod to
36.6 parcent
in the third
guarter of
2024 from
34.9 parcent
in the third
quarter of

2023.

IR e |

Japan at SR7.948 billon and the
UAE at SRE7.49 ballion.

Other major desiinations for
saudi Arabias exports inclhode
India, South Kores, the U5 and
Egpvpl, as wiell ax SIS,
Hahrain and Poland.

In September, Samdl Arabida’s
exports to the Gull Coopera-
fion Council couniries stood
at SRIZ.OR hillion, while the
value of cutbound shipmentis to
Islamic non-Arab nations was
SRE71 billion,

According tw GASTAT, the
Ringdom's imports increased
by 15 perceni vear on vear in
Seplember, reaching SRG9.58
billion, while the surplus of
the merchandise trade halance
decreased by 569 percent
during the same period,

China held the first position in
the kingdom's mmports, consti-
futing 258 perceni of total
imports in September, valued at
SRI7.99 hillioan,

In Seplember, Saudi Arabda
received  incoming  shipmenis
valued a1 SRA39 billion and
SRS hllon from the 115 and

Germany, respectively,

The report revealed that the
Ringdom  handled  inbound
shipments wvalued af SHI59GS
billion or 28.0 percenl of the
overall imports at the King
Abdulaziz Sea Port in Dammam
in Septermber,

Jeddah  Islamic  Sea  Pord
handled B9 percent of the
overall  inbound  shipments,
while King Khalid International
Alrport managed 13.1 percent of
the total incoming goods,

Siaudi Arablas non-oill sector
i5 a ey focus of its Vision 2000
plan o redwce reliance on obl and
chversily the economy,

Initiatives hike gliga-projects,
renewahble energy investments,
and expanding industries such
a% manufacturing, logistics, and
tourism aim to drive growth and
bronst job creation,

These efforis are sirengthe
ening the Ringdor's global trade
position and attracting foreign
investment, with the non-oil
sector  plaving  an  increas-
ingly vital role in 2 economic
translormation
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Upan finallzation, QotarEnergy’'s stakes in these llosnses will Incresse to 35,28 percent in Block 28138 and 33,028 parcent in Block 2812 Fiis

Miguel Hadchity [y

QatarEnergy has larther
strengthened its global
energy portfollo through
a new agreement with
TotalEnergies, boosting
its ownership stakes in
two offshore blocks In
Namibias Orange Basin.

Acoording to a press release, the
atate-owrssd petralewm company
will acguire an additional 5,25
percent interest in Block 29158
and 4.695 percent n Block 2912,
subject o customary regulatory
aApprovals,

Upon fAnalization, QatarEn-
ergys stakes in these licenses
will increase (o 35.25 percent in
Block 200138 and 33025 percent
in Block 2912, TolalEnergics,
the operator of both blocks, will
maintain control with a $5.25
pereent stake in Block 28138 and
42475 percent in Block 2913
Other pariners in the venture
include Tnpact Ol & Gas, holding

EXPANSION

QatarEnergy boosts global
portfolio with Namibia Deal

Acquisition adds to Qatar’s erowine renewable enerey initiatives
8 5

8.5 percent in both blocks, and
the Mational Petroleum Corpo-
ration of Mamibia, which owns
10 peercent in Block 200138 and 15
percent in Block 24912,

Located approximately 300
km offshore fom Namibia,
these blocks are slivated in
witler depths ranging  from
2 600 to 3800 meters. The area
is home (o the promising Venus
discovery in Block 290138, which
has drawn attention as a signifi-
cant find that could play a pivoetal
rode in Mamibia’s energy future.

Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, Qatar’s
minister of state for energy
affairs and CEO of QatarEncrey,

commented on the  acouisi-
tion: "We are pleased to expand
WatarEnergy's  foofprink  in
Namibia's upsiream  seclor,
This agreement marks another
important siep in working
collaboratively with our partners
toward the development of the
Venus  discovery  located on
Block 201387

He added: "1 would like to take
this opportunity to thank the
Namiibian anthorities and our
partners for their support, and
we look forward to delivering
an our exploration and poten-
tial  development program.”
This latest offshore acquisition
further compldemenis Qatar Ener-

'. gv's growing portfolio in renew-

abde energy, In October, the
This agreement marks e company  annoinoed
another important ; its acquisition of a
step in working with 50 pereent  stake
our partners toward in  TotalEnergies'
the development of L25-ggawatt  solar
the Yenus discovery. project in Irag. The
Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi Proect is. e
QatmrEnongy CEC of Irxg's 527

billion Gas Growth Integrated
Praject and aims o hoost the
coluniry’s energy sell-suffickency
by rmeducing its reliance on
ehecinicity imports and lowering
environmental impacts.

The sclar propect, which will
deploy 2 million bifacial solar
panels, s expected o generate
up to L25 GW of renew-
able energy at peak capacity,
supplying electricity to aroond
A50,000 homes in Irag’s Basra
resion. Qatar Energy will co-omm
the project with TotalEnergies,
each hodding a 50 percent stake,

GatarEnergys dual locus on
both  tradittonal and  renew-
able energy sources  under-
scores s strategic approach to
meeting global energy demands
while addressing sustainability
challenges. Its involvement in
MNamibias offshore exploration
and Irags renewable enerey
tran=ition haghlights the compa-
ny's balanced portfolio of both
fossil fuel and clean enersy

IETYESETRETIS.

WINTER SEASON

Saudi Tourism
Ministry

strengthens
Hail's private

sector

Mour Ei-Shoerl Riyacdh

The Saundi Ministry of Tourism
has  further empowersd the
private sector by launching the
Ramlah Co. for Tourist Trips
and Resorts, a new initative to
boost tourism activities in Hail,

one of the key destinations in
Sandi Arabia's Winter Season
CHm RN,

This move underscores the
ministry'’s  ongoing  comamit-
ment o driving private sector

srowih a8 a ocentral pillar
of the Ringdoms tourism
imdustry.

The launch of Kamlah Co, was

alficiated by Ahmed Al-Ehateels,
Saudi minister of tourism and
chairman of the Saudi Tourism
Aunthority, during hiz wvisit to
Hail, as reported by the Saondi
Fress AFency,

The Saudi Winter Season,
which bezgan in October and
will continue through the first
gquarfer of 2025, [eatures seven

FASTFACTS

& Ramlah Co_for Tourist
Trips and Resorts is a new
initiative aimed at boosting
tourism activities in Hall.

® The company offers

a diverse range of activities
n Hail and historical tours
of landmarks like Jubbah.

major  tourist  destinations:
Rivadh, leddah, the Red Sea,
Altla, the Eastern Provinee,
Madinah, and Hail,

Ramlah Co's establishment is
& significant step in enhancing
Saudi Arabia’s tourism offerings.

with private secior compa-
nies playing a wvital role in
desipning and executing events,
programs, and unigee travel
expeniences.  Fully  heensed
by the Minkstry of Tournsm,
Ramlah Co. offers a diverse
mnge of actvities in Hail and
histortcal tours of landmarks like
Jubhksah,

During his visit, Al-Ehateeh
also announced several initia-
fives that will boost lounsm
development in the region.

These include plans to offer
LOO0D  international  training
opportunities amd OO
domestic iraining programs for
Hails residents, as per the minis-
ter's official X account.

ofdebt brake

Mew Crertian finance minister
has =akd that a moderate and

targeted reform of the debd
brake, which limits the pubfic
deficht 1o 0.35 percent of gross
domestic product, was being
discussed

Crermany s ruling Social
Democrats and Greens in
particiilar have bristled at the
spending rules al a time when
the Ukraine war has stified
growth in Europe’s largest
economy, unlike their more
hawkish former coalition part-
ner, the Froe Democrats.

“I do think that targeted
maderate reforms of the delbs
brake are possdble”™ Joery
Rukies =sail, Reuters

in September

Canadda's retail sales srew
0.4 percent In Sepltember
as Consmers spent mone al
Erocery stores and super-
markers, data showed, and
ensured the first gquarterly
Increase n siales this year.

The month-on-month
increass in September was
the same pace of growth as in
Auvgust bat is likely to be fol-
lowesd by a mise of 0.7 percent
in Octobser, a preliminary
estimate by Statistics
Canada sakd.

For the third quarter as a
whaole, sales rose (09 percent,
the dats showed. Retall salbes
fedl in the st two guar-
fers of Lhe vear, Reuters

Chart of
THE DAY

is $1.541 billlon by 2026.

Howne: Cratistn

PRCWECTED REVEMLUE OF UE

What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

In This Economy?

KYLA SCANLON

For anyone trying to make
sonse of disorienting
headlines, thars s no
bettar interpreter than
Kyla Scanbon. Through her
witty illustrations,
creative analogies,
and insights, Scanlon
breaks down

to know about how money
and markets really work. This
handbook reveals the hidden
forces driving key aconamic
outcomes and the outdated
assumptions that
constrain our political
imnﬂinn‘tiﬂn,tlr!; A
review published on

everything you noed Eﬁ goodreads.com.,
It
Survey Energy mix
Economic Indonesia to
activity in cut coal-fired
Argentina slips power to 33%
Argentina’s econemic actvity Top thermal coal exporter
fell 3.3 percent in September Tndomnesia s aiming to reduce

compsred with the same month
in the prior year, the country's
official statisbics agency sakd.
The result, Armentina’s fourth-
consecutive month of vear-on-
vear contraciion, Was an even
larger contraction than the
2.7 percent drop expected by
analysts surveved by Hewters,
The graims-nich country’s eco-
nomic activity fell 003 percent
versas o month earlier, breaking
the momentum of growth built
upover the previous montls,
Fishing had the steep-
est dechine in September,
contracting 253 percent

Vestr on vear. Reuters

coal-fired power to 33 percent
in its energy mix by 20400 and
incredase the share of renew:
able energy production to 42
percert, a senior minister sakd.
Presicdent Prabowo Sulbianto
said the country plans to
retire all coal and fossil fuel
power plants within the
next 15 vears to help reach
net-sero emissions before

20650, a decade earlier than
previously targeted,
Indonesia woulkd meed
investment of $235 hillion
to achieve that goal, as it
necds to build renewable
enerzy plants. Rewters

' Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @ArabNews
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CEQ Quaal Al-Fakhri has baar
appointed to the Exeocutive I I
Committes of the Worid
Travel and Touwrlsm Council
PRESS RELEASES g FROM THE WORLD OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE
PRESTIGIOUS RECOGNITION Cﬂrpﬂrﬂtﬂ
B | | L E _F
iriyah ba two ‘Mostadam’  Brefs
THE BEST OF THE REST
- - = a n Lunury Car
SUSTAINADIITY CelITTICAtIONS rerarinciinen
debuts in
Saudi Arabia
Dirivah  Company  has  been Fast Auto Technic, the of-
awarcled v prestgions fcial Ferman imporier in the

Mostadam (Ajwad) certifications
for saestaimahility by the Mindstry
of Munkcipalities amnd Housing,
The dynamic mixed-tse devel-
oper was  recognized  for the
Northerm Dartvah Area and the
Ritz-Carltonn Hesidenoes  devel-
opreent prajects, The announce-
ment was made at the Citvscape
{zhobal real estate event themed
“The Future of Living” hebd in
Rivadh from Nov. -

The certification — in line
with the Ringdom's Quality
of Life Prosram — a ceniral
aspect of Vision 2000 — s
grapted 1o residential  baalld-
imes and  communities  based
on ratings that measure the
sustainability of these projecis.
This 1= achieved by applying
sustainability and guality of life
standards, such as increasing
green  spaces, providing safe
pathwavs for pedestrians as well
as cyclists, and reducing water
waste by reusing it for irigating
the gardens and green arcas of

the project.
The Apwad indtlative has pegis-
leredd 7 projects,  with  five

Diriyah projects included under
e progrm to date, of wlilch twao
have sucoessfully  attained  this
highly sought-after certification:
e Dirtyah North  (Masterplan
cerification — Diamond Levell

o The Ritz Carlion Resbidences
(Asset cerlification — Gold Level)

The remaining three projgects
are schoduled for certification
neExt vear.

Dirtyah North  achieved 86
points on the Mostadam ocerti-
fication scale for its  master
plan, achieving Dlamond Jevel,
the highest level of Mostadam

—

il

o -l

i,

Diriyah Company wos recognlzed for the Northem Dirlyah Area and the Rttz-Cartton Residences development projects at Cltyscaps Global in Riyadh,

cerlification. This  accomplish-
ment underscores Diryah's
commitment  to  sustairability
and  enhancing  the  comm-
nbiys quality of life, Additiomnal
Diriyah districts will apply for the

Mostadam Diamonsd certthoation
in the comuing months.

Dirtvah North's  sustainability
arhlevements  Include meeting
0 pereent of irrization demeansd
by  Treated Sewage Effluent,
providing 46 percent  shaded
walkways for pedestrians, and

The Diriyah project
is Tully committed
tosusiainabiliny.

Jarry Inzerille
Groun CEQ of Dirggh Compary

dedicating 25 percent of the area
o parkes and open sypsace,

Jery Inzerillo, group CEO of
Ihnyah Company, =aik “The
Dirivah project is fully comimibtbed
oy sustainabdlity, These latest

accreditations are a sienificant
cnclorscment of our dedication to
emploving the highest standards
of envirommental profection in
construction and desden, enabling
us Lo deliver a brand-nesy conceg
in urhan development with a
unique people-first urban regen-
eration project for evervone o
CIOY,

The latest recopnition follows a
series of sustainability accolades
recently awarded o Dirlyah
Dirtyah received LEED Platinum

cerfthcation mn 2023, for the firsl
phase of the Dinyah masterplan,
becoming the first project i the
Middle East to achieve the hizhest
bvel of certification ai masier-
plan level, Additionally, the Wadi
Safar masterplan received  the
region’s first SITES Gold precer
tification. Moreover, Bujairi Car
Park and Samhan Car Parkk were
also awarded Parksmart GOLD
pre-certification in 2022 and 2023
respectively, for  sustainability
beesl practioes

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION

TDF CEO joins World
Travel & Tourism Council

Executive Committee

In a landmark achievement for
Sawmdi Arabgas  tourism - seclor,
Toursm  Development Fumnd
CECQ Qusai Al-Fakhri has been
appoinied o the Executive
Cormities of the Workd Traved amd
Tourism Council. This appoint-
ment  highlizhts TDFSs growmg
internathonal influence and its vital
role in transforming Saudi Arabis
inic a leadimgs global tourism desti-
nation in line with the objectives of
sansdi Vision 2050,

The Executive Committes
membership, ome of the highest
roles bestowed on a Sauds entaty
within the WITTC, reflects TDEFS
cormmiltment to  sustainahle
tourism development and inter-
national collaboration. The WTTC
unites  key  decision-miakers,
leaders, and experts from across
the global tourism industry,

[ocusing on strategies that dirjve
long-term growth in travel and
tourisam.

The TDF CED's appointment
uhilerscores TOF'S beadership in
[ostering  intermational  partner-
sinps, advancing Sawdi  Arabia’s
tourism indusiry, and posthoning
the Kingdom as a top destination
fowr foreiem investment. By sharing
insights and learming from global
best practices, TDF will further
sccelerate the growth of Saudi
toairism,  enhancing  its  global
stancing and econommic polential,

Al-Fakhri said: “Joinming the
WTTCs Executive Committee is
a prestigions recognition of Saudi
Arablas growing influence In
the global tounsm landscape, It
reafirms TDFSs commitment to
driving tourism transformation in
the Ringdom.”

SFECIALTY HEALTHGCARE

Abeer announces soft
launch of ‘Lavender Health’

Abeer  Medical Group  has
announced the soft launch of
Lavender Health, a premiom
speciality  healtheare facility
dedicated to provide value-hased
healihcare services, The sof)
launch took place at the Global
Health Exhibition, attended by
hich-profile  guests  including
Dy, Thrahim Ablomar, assistant
deputy minister for  health
investment, along with officials
from the Ministry of Health anc
sendor leadership from Abeer
Medical Group,. The  event
marked a significant milestone
in the group’s onpoing commit-
ment o providing exceptional
healihcare erpha-
sizing cquality and a delightful
expenience for everyone,
Alungal Mohammed, prest-
chent of Abeer Medical Group,

ST T [

Tha &oft laumch ook place at the
Ghobal Mealth Exhibition, attended

by high-profile guests.

sapd: “As we embark on the 25th
viear in the Kingdom, 1 am happy
to introduce Lavender Health,
a new vertical with a selected
sel of specialities for the niche
group. This factlity i1s a testament
to our dedication o high-guality
healthcare and our mission o

meet the evolving needs of our
CAME SeeKers.”

D, Alommar sadck “The Bianch of
Lavender Health is a commencd-
ghle initiative that aligns with
our continual efforts o enhance

healthcare  accessibility and
guality  in the Kingdom, We
applaud Abeer Medical Group
for themr mitiative and dedica-
tion (o improving the health and
well-being of our citizens”

hingdom, has officially wel-
comved the new E2CHlindri.
The new car was recently
revealed during an evenlt in
Lhe state-of-the-art Ferran
Hivadh showroom, followed
by another event in Jeddah
at the Edition Hotel, where
Forran owners had the
unique opporfunity to be
amng the first 1o preview
the car. The intimate unveil-
INE ceremony undlerpins
Forrarn's dedication to the
client experience, with
personalization emphasized
al every touchpoint of the
individual Ferran jourmey.

Esports Tournamant

AppGallery
Gamers Cup
concludes in UAE

The Appallery Gamers
Cup — All-Star Esports
Tournammeent, concluded with
resounding suocess pecenily
af the DoubdeTree by Hilion
Fesort and Spa Maran Tsbnd
in Kas A-Ehaimah. The
toumament drew more than
400 aming enthusiasis to
celebrate the rapédly growing
ERPOTTS SOe T TUTTINE ihe Cilty
intoa buzzing hub for gamers.
Organized under the
euidance of the Emirates
Esports Federation and in
partnership with Kas Al-
Ehaimah Tourism Devel -
opment Authority, China
Cultural Center in the UAE,
MNihaolChing and Lotus Cars,
the toumament celebrated
the dynamic and fast-grow
ing world of esports.

Security Solutions

Splunk Cloud

now live on
AWS UAE

Splunk, a Cisoo company amdd
a cybersecinty and obsery-
abiality leader, anmounced the
official launch of its choud of-
Ferimgs an Amazon Webs Ser-
wioes Middle East in the UAE
region, with Splunk Cloudd
Platform, Enterprise Secunty
and] Splunk IT Service Inted-
ligence now avatlable, This
highly anticipated launch
responds to the growing
demsand from organdzations
i1 the Middle East Tor bocally
provisioned Splunk services,
With the launch of Splunk
Clowd on AWS UAE, business-
&5 across the reghon can now
access the full power of the
Splunk Enterprise Platform
a8 a scalable S3as solwtion
O AWS' hikghily secure choud
imfrastracture,



Arshdeep Singh has beocomae
the first playaer to ba aold In

tha IPL awctien in Jueddah,
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Sport News

SPORTING HUB

‘Two-day Tata IPL 2025
Mega Auction begins in Jeddah

Event marks a new chapter tor cricket in KSA, Saudi Arabian Cricket Federation says

Roshid Hassan J=a:4ah

With the stage set for the
much-anticipated Indian
Prember League 2025
Mega Auction, the bidding
war began at the Abadi Al-
Johar Arena in Jeddah on
sunday, where the sqguads
of the 10 franchises will
be linalized over two days

from a pool of 574 players,

Jay Shah, secretary of the Board
of Controd for Cricket in India
and chairman-elect of the apex
cricket body, the International
Cricket Council, arrived in the
Red Sea city of Jeddah ahead of
the TATA IPL 20025 auction.

“This marks Sauci Arabia’s first-
ever intermational crickel event,
sct to take place on November
2405 2024 ° the Saudi Arabian
Crcked Federabon saidd ina state-
ment o Arab News,

Shah was warmly received at
the airport by Prince Saud bin
Mishal Al-Saud, chairman of
SACF, along with Yice Chairman
Nawaf Al-Otaihi and CEO Tang

SATEA.

A pumber of investors,
franchize representatives  and
oflicdals [rom the BCCI also

arrived m Jeddah in prepara-
om for the highly anticipated

auction, which 15 a key event in
the global cricket calenclar,

“This historic event marks a
new chapler for cicket in Saudi
Atahia, as the Kingdom continues
bo strengthen s position on the
edolbxal sports stagme, in line with its
Vision 2030, SACF said,

Thee TPL will enter its 18th
season next vear, and the Hed
Sea City is an important stop en
route, where the squads of the
ten franchises — Chennal Saper
Rings, Delhi Capitals, Gujarat
Titans, Kolkata Kpdght Riders,
Lucknow Super Glants, Mumbai
Indians, Punjab kings, Rajasthan
Hoyals, Roval Challengers Benga-
Iuru, and Sunrisers Hyderabad
— will be finalized at the mega
alction,

After the news of the mega
auction to be held at an overseas
venue cane ouf, the names of
Dubai, London, Rivadh and
Jeddah started doing the rounds
before the Hed Sea City was final-
tzed by the BOCT for the marguee
el

The Abadi Al-Johar Arena,
named after the famous Sawdi
singer, and which has seating
capacity of 15000, hosts the
mega event, where the squads af
the 10 franchises will be finalized,

Ot of a stellar list of marguee

players featuring in the TATA TP

FASTFACT

The IPL will enter its 18th
season next year, and the Red
Sea City is an important stop
en route, where the squads

of the ten franchises will ba
finalized at the mega auction.

auction, Indian pacer Arshdeep
Singh mked o the money,
becoming the first plaver o be
sold i the Jeddah IPL auction.
He rmecopved 5213 million as
Punjab Kings used their right-
to-match card to beat Sunrisers
Hyderabmd.

Jay Shoh was
recelved at

the alrport by
Prince Saud bin
Mishal Al-Saud,
chalrman of
BAGCF. Suiogiad

Star India plaver Rishabdy Pani
became e mosl  expensive
player in the history of the Indian
Premier League a8 Lucknow
Super Ghants spemt o mind-
bopeling 5319 millkon on the
wicketkeoper-batter,

The 10 franchises are gunming
fo set thedr team for the next few
vears: on Day 1, however, only
8¢ top cricketers will go under
the hammer. On Day 2, the 1O
franchises will nominate a sct of
players who will be anctioned in
an aceelerated manner, followed
by the last round, where the
unsald players will be back for

TN agaln.

Unlilke regular auctions, the
mega auction that takes place
every Lthree vears is spread over
two days imstead of one, It s one
of the most-followed evenis in
cricket, as the 10 [PL franchises
bukld thedr squads for the next
thres Sears (2025-27),

As the Tata IPL auction, crick-
ety most lucrative event, tikes
place in Jeddah, lranchise repre-
senlatives will spendd more than
&¢ 1 million across two days.

The Tata [IPL 2025 Mega
Auction will see plenty of twists,
turns, unexpected sipgnings and
recorls broken, as the avalability
of Indian and international stars
i greater than ever and all ten
franchises are looking 1o rebulld
their squads from the start.

A tofal of 12 marquee players,
including Indian stars such as
Shrevas Iver, Rishabh Pant ancd
KL Rabul, have created a buazs
within the coricket fraternity.
Players have been shortlisted
from an inmitial poal of 1,574
TS,

These players will po under
the hammer over the bwo-day
mega auction in Jeddah, The list
inchudes 208 overseas players, 12
uncapped overseas falents and
318 uncapped Indian  players,
according to the cricket refer-
ence book Wisden,

GOLF

Continental Europe and Great Britain &
Ireland teams announced for 2025 Team Cup

Arab Mews (Lol

The hrst 182 competitors for the
2025 Continental Europe and
Great Britain & Ireland Team
Cup sides have been anmounced
by European Byvder Cup caplain
Luke Donald, with an exciting
mix of Ryder Cup stars and some
of the DI World Towr's brightest
talent scheduled to compete at
Abu Dhabi Golf Resort from Jan
Ph=12 2025

After consulting with respec-
tive Team Cupcaptains Francesoo
Molinan, of Continental Europe,
and Justin Rose, of Great Britain
& Ireland, Donald has confirmed
the Arst mine compsetitors in eech

side for next years matchplay
contest, who between them have
won 70 DF World Tour victories,
with =ix representatives [rom
recent Ryder Cups.

Molinarn will lead Conbinental
Europe in their defence of the
Team Cup, which they won
m 2023 after defeating Great
Britain & Ireland in the three-day
matchplay contest. The teams
will compeie in one session
of fourballs on the Friday, two
meggbons of foursomes on the
Saturday amnd one session of
singles on Sunday, with every
player taking part inesch session.,

Each side will have three

Ryder Cup playvers, with three-
tme Byder Cup plaver Maolinari
jomed by Nicolai Hogaard and
Thorbjorn Olesen, and six-time
Ryder Cup star Fose teeing it up

alongside Tommy Fleetwood ancd
Tvrrell Hatton.

Olesen,  who  represcnted
Europe at the 2018 Ryder Cup,
was one of the four antomatic

SPERED
READ

Lukes Donald
has confirmed
the firat nine
competitors
in aach side
for next year's
matchplay
contest, who
betwean them

have won TO

DP Waorld Tour
victories, with six
representatives
from recent

Rydor Cups.

Francesco
Moinar willl boad
Cantinantnl
Eurapa in thialr
dafance af

the Team Cup,

which they won
in 2023 after

defeating Groat
Britain & ireland
in the contest.

Geatly rmages

guaalifiers for Maolinarss skle, with
fellow  Scandinavians Rasmus
Hojgnard ancd Niklas Norgaard
and ltaban Mattco Mamnassero
dl=0 eaming an automatic place

in the Continental
e,

Basmus had been selected to
compete in the 2023 edition of
the match play contest but was
forced to withdraw due (o injury.
Sinee hig relurn o competitive
action he has won his fourth
and fifth DP World Tour titles,
becoming the first Dane o
win Made in HimmerLand lasi
vear and he then held off the
challenge of Hory Mcllroy to
win the Amgen Irish Open two
maoiiths ago.,

Morgaard claimed his maiden
victory at the Betfred British
Masters hosted by Sir Nick
Faldo, while Manassero made a
weloome retiirm to the winner's
circle this year, claiming his first
DPF World Tour title for nearly 11
vears il the Jonsson Workwear
e,

Bounding oul the Conh
nental European side are the
French pair of Matthieu Pavon,
who this yvear became e first
Frenchman to win on the PGA
Tour in more than 100 years, and
Anioine Rozner, who played in
2023 and recently earned dual
membership on the PGA Tour,
and the [Danish duo of Ryder
Cup player Nicolal Hojgaard and
Challenge Tour Moo 1 Rasmis
Neergaard-Pelersen.

European

Sport

Briefs

THE BEET OF THE REST

Premier League

Salah shines

as Liverpool
beat the Saints

Mohamed Salah Ared Liver-
pow e1ghit points clear at the
top of the Premier League as
the leaders survived a scare
from lowly Southampton
thanks to the Egvpdian star’s
sevond hall doubde in a 3-2
away win on Sumday.

Arne Slots side had scuan-
dered the lead given to them
by Dominik Szoboszlial’s
second goal this season.

Mateus Fernandes pat bosd-
tom of the table Southampton
Ahisad after the interval be-
Fore Salah sparred Liverpools
bilushes,

salah coolly netted the
cquabizer and then held his
nerve to stroke home the late
penalty. AFP

Formula Cne
Yerstappen wins
‘#th consecutive
world tide

Mux Verstappen claimed a
fourth consecutive Formula
Umie world tithe under the
lights of the Las YVegas Grand
Prix and was immediately
hatled as “among the greats”
The 27-year-old Dutchman
came home in fifth place in
a race waon by George
Russell of Mercedes as he
became just the sixth man
after Michael schumacher,
Lewis Hamilton, JTuan Manuel
Fangio, Sebastian Vettel and
Alaim Prost (o claam four
champicnships. AFP

NEA

Nuggetsrip
Lakers, Spurs
beat Warriors

Mikeda Jokde scored 34 poinls
andd grabbed 13 rebounds (o
spark the Denver Nugeeis
over the Los Angrles Lakers
FE7-102, continuing their dom-
Inance of the NBA rivalry. The
o ugeets won for the Lith time
i the past 14 contests against
the Lakers, mcluding ousting
the Lakers in the playodfs the
pilst bwo scasons.

Serbian star Jokic failed
to achieve his sixth consec-
tive triple dowble, managimg
only eighi assists, but his
cffort was plenty as Michael
Porter Jr. added 24 points nnd
Il rebounds. AFP

Follow Arnb News
Briefs all through the
day ArabNews
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When asked nbouwt a posshle return
Tor 'Gisdintor 3," Denzel Washington
todd The New Yorker, ‘Well, first of all,
there's 25 years betwesn Gladlator
one and two, right? | hope to be
arawnd, but I'll be 7O In two months
Sa, 25 years from now, you Know, |
dan't kmow. | just hope to be arcund

TheSix

Plan ahead

Banish work blues by planning
for the weekend with thuese
activities in Jedkdah.,

The Wonder
District Jeddah

With multiple zones, theres
plenty toexplore at the festival

this month from shopping (o
food, and gaming to rides

Jeddah Square
Festival

Experience the citys longest
slicke at the festival, which has
taken local soecial media by
storm alongside a plethora of
Fcles andd food Booths,

Ghezlan Al-Reem
Heritage Village

This hidden gem is the perfect

place o et away from the city

and bask in the trancpilbity of
rural landscape and soenic beauty.

Jeddah Yachi
Club & Marina

Head over to this picturesque
beachiront location to dine, stroll,

of bouayge ol coffes or arl cales,

African Nighi
by VibeScape

Enjoy Afnican theater shows,
peaint battles, and stargazing,
arsong other unexpected
activities on Moy, 2. Book vour
pass througzh sighiscape.com,

Little Farms

Indulge in scores of creative
activithes alongside kearning about
animals at this cozy [arm, which is
open from Wednesday to Saturday

every weok, Visit gelittlefarmbksa
omn Instagram [or more detatls,

Armb Mews Lol

Fans of Egyplian
Palestinian *Moon
Knight™ actress May
Calamawy have taken o
social media to complain
alter almost all her scenes
were cutl from Ridley
scott’s “Gladiator I1,"
while co-star Pedro
Pascal seemed to wade
into the online debate this
week by sharing behind-
the-scenes shots including
the artress.,

Pascal posied a series of photo-
]

grapis on Instagram Laken
om the film shoot in Morocoo,
mchuding several snaps with
Calamawy, after she was
removed from all promotional
malerial and largely removed
fromn the film.

"Thank you for reminding
preo e May Calamawy was in
'‘Gladiator IL' 5o sad how she's

INTERVIEW

‘Disney movies unilte us, says Louaye Moulayess as he promotes "Moana 2’

Shyama Krishna Kemar Duba

From a young age, Lebanese
animator Louaye Moulayess has
loved Disney movies,

Speaking 1o Arah News ahout
s Latest progect, “Moana 2"
which s released in cinemas
in the Middle East on Now. 28,
Moulayess said diverse volce is
what makes Disaey storvielling
&0 comipedhing,

“We all grew up with different
kinds of stories todd to us, nght?

[ grew up with specilic Lebaness

ARAB NEWS Monday, November 25, 2024

Finally

CLOSE UP

Fans praise co-star as

May Calamawy cut
from ‘Gladiator IT

been treated in this™ one
ser commented on his
Instagram paosi.

The 38-vear-old star
plawiesd the dual role of Layla
El-Faouly and Scartet Scarab in
Marvel series " Moon Enight”
before being cast in the
highly anticipated
“Gladiator 11" a
secpuel Lo the Oscar- {
winning ariginal
released in 20000

Her casting
in the film was first
announced in May
g

Al the time,
Deacline reporfecd l ||
that Scott had cast
Calamawy after |
a lengthy search,
writing: “Whike
many of the
leading rodes were
stralght offers,
Scofl wanted to
do a similar search '!".?

Pedro Pascal
toak to

instagram to
whare mages of

May Calimawy
on the set of

“Gladiator II°
this woek. after
the: ctreas

wiiuk kargnaly Gt
fram the film,
Qetty mages/

InstagTm

stories. For example, i | torned on
the TV in Lehanon as compared to
somehody in Lisbon, for exampde,
we're poing io watch differend
things. Our sensdbilities are poing
icr b 2 bt ddiffereni. Now we all
have something 1n commor,
which = Dhsney movies.” he toid
Arabh News,

“Moana 2" set in anciend
Polvivesda, phoks up three vears
after the events of the 2006
onginal. Moana (Aulit Cravalho)
receives an unexpected call from
fer waviinchng ancestors and

Moulayess |8 based out of
Burbank, Calformin. Suppled

HIGHLIGHTS

= May Calamawy also stars
In upcoming crime mystery
‘The Actor,' alongside Andre
Holland, Gemma Chan, Toby
Jones and Tracey Uliman.

e "Gladlator II” stars
Paul Mescal and Denzel
Washington, alongside
Pedro Pascal.

he chidd for the (Paulh Mescal
part for the role that Calamawy
ultimately landed.

“Given the importance of the
character to the story, Scoll
winted a thorough search, and

following multiple auditions
\ Calamawy landed the part,”
A Deadline added.
Hiowewver, Fans notleed
that in the final cudt,
which hit cinemas last
weeckend, Calamawy 15
only seen in passing and
she hias no dialogwe.

Scott has vet to comment
on Calamawy's removal from
the T howar and 28-minute
film, although her storyline
may have not made it past the
editing stage in order to trim
L runtime,

Repardless, fans on social
media are unhappy about the
Cuis.

“May Calamawy you will
ilweays b loved!! They didn’
deserve You anyway, onc
social media user wrote on X,
while another posted: *You
had Mayv Calamawy ... and
yoil decided 1o cut her? This
condd ve possibly besen her
hreakoui roler™

Calamawy also stars in
npooming crime mystery " The
Actor,” alongside André
Holland, Gemma Chan, Toby
Jones and Tracey Ullman,

fornms her own crew to travel the
vast seas of Oceania, reaniting
with her shapeshifting, magical
friemnd, Maui {Dwvayne Johnsonl

“I loved the first movie. When
1 started working on “Moana
2 1 felt like T already knew the
characters very well. 5o, 1 know
Moana and 1 knew Mas ... 1
Enew how they moved, [ knew
whial thelr personalities wepe
Buit, at the same time, they
became somebody clse three
vears after,

“S0, the challenge was a bil

|dris Elba

AMAZON MGM

Idris Elba joins
‘Masters of the
Universe

Arnb Neows Diuosl

British actor Idris Elba is set to
poin “Masters of the Universe,”
the Travis Knight-directed film
o Amazon MGM. Sources said
that Elba will play the role of
Iancan, Man-At-Arms. The
filim 1= & coproduction between
Escaps Artists andd Matfel and is
based on the latter's battle and
planet-themed media franchise
popatlar in the 1980

The filmm stars Alison Brie as
Evil-Lyn, Nicholas Galitzine as
He-Man, and Camila Mendes as
Teela. Scripted by Chris Butler,
the flm s produced by Todd
Black, Jason Blumenthal, Robbic
Brenner and Steve Tisch.

SERIES

Jon Hamm
show renecwed
al Apple TV~

drab Mows Dotal

Apple TV+ has renewed the
drama series *Your Friends

& Metchbors™ starming Jon
Hamm for a second season, with
geason ane officially setting its
premmiere date,

The first season will premiere
on Apnl 1 with two episodes,
Followed by one epksode weekly
throwugh May 340,

The official legline states, "After
being fired n dissrace, Andrew
‘Coop Cooper (Hanml, a hedge
Fued rsarages still grappding
with his recent divoroe, resorts
to stealmg from the homes of
his neighbxors in the excoed
ingly affluent Westmont Village,
ondy to discover that the secrets
ared affairs hidden behind those
wealthy facades mizht be more
dangerous than he ever bnagined”

different than a new movie,
where we would have had to
figure out the characters and
how they moved and how they
behave, The challenge in “Moans
2" wax, I knvow this character,
but this character has changed
How do we make it new and
find the specificity of this new
personality?” Moulayess said.
When asked what sparked lits
interest n animation, Moulayess
pointed to Disney again. “1 think
the moment [ made my dectsbon
was after watching "Lion King™



