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SEASON OPENER

Around 750,000 people came out to the Santa Claus Parade on Sunday A3

MICHELLE MENGSU CHANG TORONTOD S5TAR

Woodland creatures, dancing food and marching bands travelled through downtown to the St. Lawrence Market on Sunday.
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Trudeau adviser warns RCMP
facing ‘unsustainable pressure’

Politician threats
a strain on personal
protective service

ALEX BALLINGALL
OTTAWA BUREAL

OTTAWA Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau'’s top national security ad-
viser warned earlier this yvear that
the RCMP’s personal protective
service was facing “unsustainable
pressure” amid a surge of threats

against public figures, a govern-
ment document shows,

Dated March 5, the briefing note
from National Secunty and Intell-
gence adviser Nathalie Drouin said
the Royal Canadian Mounted Po-
lice's branch for protective security
was struggling to meet increased
demand. The service, called the
RCMP Protective Policing Pro-
gram, had been forced to draw un-
specified resources from other “im-
portant RCMP operations,” and
was facing recruitment challenges
as demand for its services increased
“sharply™ over the previous two
Vears.

“It is critical that the gap is ad-
dressed, both in the short term, and
longer term by establishing a sus-
tamable program for protection of
public figures,” said Drouin’s note,
which was prepared for the top bu-
reaucrat in the federal government,
Privy Council clerk John Hanna-
ford.

“Should anything happen to a
public figure, the result would be
catastrophic, not just for affected
individuals, but to public confi-
dence in federal institutions.”

In an emailed statement to the
Star, RCMP spokesperson Robin
SEE SECURITY, AS

Should any-
thing happen
to a public
figure, the
result would
be cata-
strophic

STAREXCLUSIVE
Fire chief
feared bike
lanes slow
emergency
response

Documents show
new paths surprised
first responders

FRANCINE KDPUMN
SEMIOR WRITER

Toronto Fire Services officials were
concerned that bike lanes, includ-
ing lanes on Bloor Street West in
Etobicoke, would slow emergency
response times, and conducted in-
ternal research that supported
those concerns, according to docu-
ments released to the Toronto Star.

The decision to install temporary
bike lanes during COVID — most of
which became permanent —
seemed to come as a surprise at the
time to then-fire chief Matthew
Pegy, according to an email he sent
to City of Toronto transportation
chief Barbara Gray on May 25,
2020, after learning about the lanes
on CP24 that morning.

“Have we had the opportunity to
analyze the impacts to emergency
response travel times, both now
and under “normal” traffic condi-
tions,” he asked Gray, Toronto’s
general manager of transportation
SEIVICeS.

“Are these lanes intended to re-
main in place moving forward or
will this be cancelled once traffic
starts back up?”

Gray said that the routes weren't
exactly news — they were in the
city’s 10-year cycling plan and the
three-year implementation strate-
gy — but admitted the aty had not
conducted the same kind of consul-
tations it would normally conduct
when implementing bike lanes.

“The piece that did not happen is
the typical door-to-door style con-
sultation that we do with business-
es and residents,” she wrote in re-
sponse to Pegg's email.

In the fierce debate about bike
lanes on Bloor Street West in Etob-
icoke, between Runnymede and
Resurrection roads, few angles
have been more hotly contested
than whether bike lanes have af-
fected TFS emergency response
times. The question of whether To-
ronto Fire was properly informed
and consulted about bike lanes has
also been raised.

SEE BIKELANES A4
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City moving homeless from here to there

ROSIE
DIMANNO

OPINION

There are children playing in Allan
Gardens — a pleasant sight that had
long disappeared from view.

Moms and nannies pushing
prams without fear of a looming
menace or having to sidestep nee-
dles underfoot. No annoying music
assaults the eardrums from boom-
boxes. Nobody cooking meth or
blatantly consuming a host of street
drugs.

Dogs are being walked — and not
the curs kept as pets by homeless
people who may not have had a
single other source of companion-
ship in their hardscrabble lives.

For the first time in two years of
community upheaval and no-go
zones for the public, Allan Gardens
is free of tents. Actually, two remain

but they relate to the Indigenous
teepees — sacred fires kept burming
— that have city permission to oc-
cupy this urban green space.

A year ago, the park “hosted”
more than 90 tents in what was
Toronto’s largest homeless en-
campment. | say homeless to avoid
the semantic jargon that has
sprung up among activists and ad-
vocates — unhoused, experiencing
homelessness, housing insecure —
adopting an over-weening deroga-
tory-free 1

So yeah, Councillor Chris Moise,
who represents Ward 13 and lives in
the Cabbagetown periphery, is en-
titled to take a victory lap. Since
elected to office in November 2022,
nobody has worked harder to solve
this specific crisis at this specific
park

“It took a long time,” he acknowl-
edges.

And an accumulation of staff

All hail the end
of the homeless
siege of Allan
Gardens and its
restoration as
an enjoyable
greensward for
downtown
residents. But
displacement
for those for
whom neither
housing nor
shelter could
be found — or
those who
rejected it —
has merely
shifted
homeless
people
elsewhere,
Rosie DiManno
writes.

encampment to resurrected public
pad-: required hﬂusmg staff on
site daily, exploring options with
residents; 24-hour security, clea-
nups several times a day, garbage
removal, toilet facilities, health
checks, food distribution, an on-site
office trailer for workers. “All that
being said, it's one of the successes
many people,” Moise observes with
understandable satisfaction.

At what cost? Because the anti-
homeless industry has also grown
exponentially. More than 10000
people work in the homelessness
support sector across the country
(as of 2021), according to Statistics
Canada. City data shows that coun-
cil spent $1.7 million on staff oper-
ational costs and services for the
residents at Allan Gardens in the
second half of 2023 alone. That’s
one park, one encampment, involv-
ing six city departments.

Various reports and academic

vices has a 2024 operating budget
of $6385 million for shelter and
million sheltering refugee clai-
mants, and $44 millon required
for encampment response in the
city. Data provided to the Star puts
the average total cost per person,
per day across the shelter system at
approximately $250.

“This includes the room rate and
all required supports, including
food, security, cleaning, laundry
and wraparound services,” as stated
in the email

That is not financially sustainable.
ronto council’s updated homeless-
ness strategy, whereby encamp-
ments are only cleared as a last re-
sort. Which came on the heels of a
dreadfully unbalanced Ombuds-
man’s report that followed clear-
ance clashes at three park encamp-
ments and gave a free pass to the
activists who recklessly encour-

sues in their communities.

In Toronto, the homeless calamity
— which at its societal roots has
been wrought by mental-health is-
sues, addictions and a dire lack of
affordable housing — has been exa-
cerbated by federal policies that
flung open the door to refugees and
undocumented migrants. “There’s
500 refugees coming into the city
everymonth,” notes Moise. “And 53
per cent of those people are in our
shelters”

The shelters have for years been
straining under the weight of ca-
pacity shortfall. But now there's ze-
ro hope of contending with the in-
flux. On average, the city shelters
about 12000 people every night —
up from 9700 a year ago — with
9500 in the shelter system and
2,600 in contracted hotels; only 17
of those leases extended for anoth-
er four years, during which the aty
plans to build 20 smaller, purpose-
built shelters. Ostensibly more
cost-effective and stabilizing to the
shelter system.

Taxpayers generally want to see
an end to homelessness because
encampments also impinge on the
collective well-being of Toronto. It
can't always devolve to what's best
for homeless people because hous-
ing, inflation and cost-of-living vul-
nerabilities are swallowing up the
blue-collar class and the middle
class.

Evervbody has to be somewhere
but somewhere can't be the public

parks.

Sure, all hail the end of the home-
less siege of Allan Gardens and its
restoration as an enjoyable green-
sward for downtown residents.
Well done, Moise et al. But displace-
ment for those for whom neither
housing nor shelter could be found
— or those who rejected it — has
merely shifted homeless people
elsewhere.

Moise would like to see St. James

man-hours that he can'tevenbegin  STEVE RUSSELL studies have pegged the cost of a aged residents to stand their Park, a pretty oasis with a gazebo
to estimate, all doggedly trying to TORONTO 5TAR  shelter and wraparound services ground alongside the cathedral, targeted
coax the camp residents away from FILE PHOTO for a single homeless person in  In any event, that last resort was next. And what then, a year or two
living rough., while ferreting out Canada at anywhere between pulled out from under city officiale down the park-hopping road?
housing and shelter alternatives. $35,000 and $70000 ayear. Evenat  with a precedent-settingrulingbya Eventually encampments will like-
“Building trust, right” And finding the lower end, that’s more than the provincial judge in Kitchener who ly circle back to Allan Gardens
spaces for people. We've perma- B ket annual salary ofaworkerin Ontario  decreed a constitutional right to again.
nently housed 98 people out of the earning the minimum wage: shelter outside when there are no  The homeless aren't going away.
park. We've referred 433 people to effortstofind  g9539) accessible and available indoor Resolute efforts to find them a
indoor spaces.” the homeless  “Ihaven't seen that stat but if you spaces. place to live, a bed for the night —
Yet a significant chunk of the for- 3 placetolive factor in the amount of resources  That put city administrators in  and the nights after that — entail
mer park residents just picked up antail we put into the whole thing, like potential legal violation if they au- complex undertakings, patient ca-
stakes and relocated to S5t. James parks and paramedics, fire and po- thorized dearance. Mayors from a  joling and a whole lot of money, ina
Park further south, suddenly complex ] hice, cleanups, Streets to Homes, dozen cities across Ontano — but ity with no shortage of societal
jammed with tents, and Moss Park, undertakings, garbage pickup, the amount of peo- not Toronto Mayor Olivia Chow —  plagues.
even as that neighbourhood is in  patient ple-hours to gauge those who are have recently signed a letter urging ~ All lives matter, of course. No one
messy construction redevelop- caiglinganda under-housed, I wouldn't be sur- Premier Doug Ford to use the not-  should have to exist in such shabby,
ment for an Ontario Line subway holelot of prised by $70,000,” says Moise. withstanding clause to override the  precarious conditions, But it isn't
station. —— Toronto Shelter and Support Ser-  court decision as they struggle to  always a heartless world that put
To get from there to here — from MONEY deal with radiatingencampment is-  them there,
BRAMPTON

One dead, five injured after Sunday morning crash

VANESSA TIBERIO
AND ELISSA MENDES
STAFF REPORTERS

“potential links" to street
racing after an early moming crash
in Brampton killed one person and
injured five others.

Police say they responded to a
call for a two-vehicle crash
around 12:30 am. Sunday in the
area of Finch Avenue and Steeles

Avenue East.

An Audi was travelling east on
Steeles Avenue and a Sienna van
was going west on Steeles before
turning left onto Finch Avenue,
police told the Star in an email
Then “a violent collision ensued,”
police said.

Police said emergency services
found an adult male passenger of
the Sienna van with life-threaten-
ing injuries and “began life-saving

measures.

The man later died from his in-
juries,

Peel paramedics added that the
adult woman driving the Sienna
was transported to a local trauma
centre in critical condition.

The four Audi occupants were
taken to the hospital in stable con-
dition with non-life-threatening
injuries.

According to paramedics, all of the
people involved in the crash are
adults.

“We are aware of and investigating
potential links between street rac-
ing activity in the area and this fatal
collision,” police added. “It is too
early in the investigation to rule

Police are asking anyone who may
have witnessed this collision or
anyone with dash cam footage to
contact the Major Collison Bureau
at 905-435-2121 ext 3710 or contact
Peel Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS (8477).
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SANTA CLAUS PARADE

Emma Memma, formerly of The Wiggles, dances on her float at Toronto's 120th Santa Claus Parade on Sunday.

Holiday cheer takes over
city streets — and screens

Parade, in its 120th vear, was livestreamed on YouTube for the first time

KARONLIU
STAFF REPORTER

There were dancing cups of Double
Double, hundreds of woodland
creatures shaking their tail feath-
ers, a salute to garlic dipping sauce
and the Hawailan pizza and the
sound of steel drums battling it out
with Mariah Carey’s Christmas
anthem as part of the [120th annual
Santa Claus Parade Sunday after-
noon. While the day started out
grey and drizzly, as soon as the big
man in red boarded his sleigh, the
clouds parted and the blue skies
broke out.

The parade, of which the Toronto
Star is a sponsor, kicked off at
Christie Pits park where thousands
of families sipped free hot choco-
late, nibbled on milk and cookies,
met children’s entertainer and for-
mer Wiggles member Emma
Memma, and took selfies up-close
with the floats and entertainers be-
fore the procession started.

This year an estimated 750,000
people were expected to line the
route that started from Christie
Pits, then east along Bloor Street
West, then around Queen’s Park
and then south on University be-
fore it made its way east on Welling-
ton toward the St Lawrence Mar-
ket. Additional viewers also tuned
in online as this year's parade, con-
sisting of 26 floats and 18 marching
bands, was livestreamed on You-
Tube for the first time.

“What [ love most is seeing the
people who are new to the city and
are a little cold, but they see all the

Above Children look up at the
Santa Claus float as it passed
along Bloor Street. Right A clown

takes a selfie just before the
parade commenced.

people along the side of the roads

and theyall participate in this tradi- 1

tion ... This is a place where people
feel like they belong” said Mayor
Olivia Chow, shortly before she
marched in the parade. She re-
members that decades ago, when
her children were little, her late
husband Jack Layton would bring a
step ladder so they could peer over
the crowds, “They can only last on
your shoulders for so long”
Observers in person and online
were treated to colourful floats in-
cluding skating Smiles fries on the
MeCain Foods float; twirling Tim-
bits on the Tim Hortons float; a
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giant slice of Hawaiian pizza doing
the hulaand a smirking creamy gar-
lic dip with legs on the Pizza Pizza
float; a red, green and golden drag-
on from the city’s Chinese commu-
nity; and a sequined purple and sil-
ver float from the Toronto Carib-
bean Carnival complete with revel-
ers bundled up for the chilly day.

Earlier this month, parade orga-
nizers told the Star this year'’s pa-
rade could be the last due to rising
operational costs and the loss of
corporate sponsors. A crowdfund-
ing page was set up with the goal of
raising $250,000 toward the 2025
parade. At the time of publication,
about $135,000 has been raised. To-
ronto-based clothing company
Peace Collective also released a line
of official merch with proceeds go-
ing to the parade.

Days before Sunday’s parade,
Chow announced Toronto will be
distributing $100,000 to organizers
as part of the municipality’s Special
Events Stabilization Imitiative to
support festivals citywide that were
still struggling after pandemic re-
strictions were lifted. Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau also postedon X
about wanting to help the parade,
and a spokesperson for Heritage
Minister Pascale St-Onge told the
Star that government officials are
discussing the next steps.

The Santa Claus Parade dates
back to 1905, when the former Eat-
on's department store had a horse-
drawn wagon carrying Santa that
travelled from Union Station to the
flagship store on Queen Street
West. As the parade grew in size and
spectacle, there were multiple
milestones: In 1913, Santa arrived
first televised on CBC in 1952 and
broadeasted in colour a decade lat-
er; and in 1989, the parade was aired
live to 250 million viewers in the
former Soviet Union.

By 1982, Eaton's stopped being a
sponsor of the parade, resulting in
the formation of a non-profit by
local businesspeople such as then-
Toronto Zoo chair Ron Barbaro
and George Cohon (the man who
brought McDonald's to Canada and
Russia) to keep the parade going.

In addition to enlisting companies
to sponsor floats, the Celebrity
Clown program was established
that year in which people who do-
nate money get to dress up as
clowns and entertain the crowds
along the parade route. Among the
first people who were down to
clown was filmmaker Norman
Jewison.

“1 grew up in Toronto and the pa-
rade brings joy to the city, which we
can all use a bit of” said Rino D'O-
nofrio, who has been marching as
part of the Celebrity Clown pro-
gram for the past Il years. He adds
back when he was a student at the
University of Toronto helped him
calm down during stressful exam
season. He was there Sunday with
his son Michael and wife, Vivian, all
dressed in the same uniform — a
rainbow wig, white face paint and a
red, yellow and green two-piece
suit.

“I want to clown around and this
is the one day I can do it,” said
Vivian.

TELECOM

Swifties shatter data records at Rogers Centre

Usage at Nov. 21 show equivalent to streaming pop star’s entire discography 6,300 times

ASMA SAHEBZADA
STAFF REFORTER

Taylor Swift isn't the only one
breaking records in Toronto, as her
fandom now holds the title of high-
est amount of mobile data used at a
single event in Rogers Centre's his-
tory.

Rogers Communications said
fans who attended Taylor Swift's
sold-out Nov. 21 Eras Tour concert
in Toronto shattered the new traffic
record by streaming and sharing
content on Rogers 5G network, us-
ing 74 terabytes (TB) of mobile da-
ta in just a few hours — a total of 5G
data usage equivalent to streaming
Swift'’s entire discography 6,300
times, or to uploading 182,000 pho-
tos and 1,600 hours worth of
streaming videos.

Rogers said a smashing sum of 42
TB of wireless data was used by
Swifties at all six shows on the Rog-
ers 5G network at Rogers Centre.

Bell and Telus, meanwhile, re-

ported that their customers who
attended each of the first three To-
ronto Eras Tour shows used five
times more mobile data than the
average wireless data usage at other
similar concerts and sporting
events, and data upload volumes
were up by seven to 10 times above
the average at other large-scale
events.

The record comes after Rogers
completed an $8-million project in
October to improve cell service at
the stadium for Swift's Eras Tour,
which not only was a six-show sold-
out stint that the city expected to
bring more than $282 million into
the economy and up to 500000
visitors, but also showeased Swift's
unparalleled success, becoming the
first act to perform six shows at the
downtown stadium on one tour
stop.

Before finishing the 5G network
updates, the previous record of 54
TB of data usage was held by fans at
singer Diljit Dosanjh’s July concert

S

HICE LACHANCE TOROMNTO STAR

Rogers said fans at Thursday's concert used 7.4
terabytes of mobile data in just a few hours.

at the stadium. Rogers said the up-
grades have let Swifties experience
download speeds 2.7 times faster
and upload speeds 3.8 times faster
than fans at Dosanjh’s show.

“Our network at Rogers Centre
saw more traffic every night of the
tour than any other event” said
Mark Kennedy, chief technology
officer at Rogers.

The media and communications
company said it incorporated 27
teams across its networking and IT
crew to monitor the 5G perform-
ance and to identify and resolve any
possible issues at the venue as well
as surrounding areas within a one-
kilometre radius.

Swift wrapped up her massive
Rogers Centre residency on Sat-
urday with an emotional speech to
her Toronto fans as she shed and
wiped away tears noting that fans
gave her and her team a “moment
that we'll never forget.”

The global popstar's final stop on
her Eras Tour will take her to Van-
couver for three shows in Decem-
ber.

Enhancing service, Rogers said,
took 6,000 hours of labour to plan
the cell network upgrades and an
additional 10,000 hours to install
equipment including new antennas
around the 500 level and on the
roof.

WITH FILES FROM MARK COLLEY
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TFS data supported concerns, docs say

BIKELANES FROM A1

Premier Doug Ford weighed inon
the matter on Friday, when he told
reporters at an event in Hamilton
that concerns he’s heard from first
responders are one reason his gov-
ernment has decided to remove
bike lanes on three major arteries
in Toronto, inchading Bloor West in
Etobicoke, Yonge Street and Uni-
versity Avenue.

“When the firefighters jump in
their trucks and theyre trying to go
down University and they're
jammed behind traffic if they can't
get there to save lives — or they're
trying to go down Bloor Street and
it's absolutely backed up from here
to Timbuktu or Yonge Street — that
doesn't make sense at all” said
Ford.

“I've always believed that you
don't put (bike lanes) on main arte-
rial roads, you put them on second-
mymadsmynudnnl}amupﬂm
main roads.”

Toronto Deputy Fire Chief Jim
Jessop had appeared to settle the
issue of emergency response times
at a public meeting held in October,
organized by local councillor Am-
ber Morley (Ward 3, Etobicoke-La-
keshore), when he cited two statis-
tics that show an improvement in
response times in the ward.

Jessop said TFS was able to estab-
lish an effective Airefighting force —
which means getting the right
number of trucks and firefighters to
the scene at locations throughout
the ward within a specified time
frame — 89 per cent of the time
before the bike lanes went in on
Bloor Street West in Etobicoke, and
93 per cent of the time in 2024,
after the bike lanes went in.

He also said there was almost no
difference in how often the fire de-
partment was able to get first trucks
to the scene in the required amount
of time — TFS met the standard 70
per cent of the time in the ward in
2022, before the bike lanes, and 71
per cent of the time in the ward
after the bike lanes.

Supporters of the bike lanes
cheered the data, and have cited it
as proof that bike lanes don't cause
delays for TFS emergency vehicles.
Skeptms pointed out that improve-

ments in response times across an
entire ward reveal little about re-
sponse times in a specific area.

Email exchanges between fire of-
ficials and city staff and internal
research conducted by Toronto
Star under freedom-of-informa-
tion laws seem to indicate that TFS
was not kept in the loop at all times
when it came to bike lanes, and that
senior TFS staff had concerns the
bike lanes would adversely affect
emergency response times.

The FOI documents also reveal
that TFS conducted internal re-
search that found delays in areas
where bike lanes had previously
been installed, and predicted simi-
lar delays if they were extended
along Bloor Street West in Etob-
icoke.

“There will likely be an effect on
emergency response to and
through this area compared to the
existing conditions,” wrote Capt.
Rob Mezzapelli, the TFS officer in
the Emergency Planning Division
tasked with looking into the issue,
in an email to colleagues in August
2022,

The TFS data analytics depart-
ment developed a methodology for
doing an impact analysis of re-
sponse times. The report compared
the change in total response times
along Bloor Street West between
Shaw Street and Runnymede Road
before and after bike lanes, in an
effort to predict what might hap-
pen to emergency response times
between Runnymede and Resur-
rection roads in Etobicoke if bike
lanes were extended into that area.

The report found that total re-
sponse times increased in the area
between Shaw and Runnymede
along Bloor West, before and after
the bike lanes, but that the increase
was roughly the same as an increase
in response time across the city —
about six per cent. Total response
times count all the minutes, from
the moment a call is received to the
arrival of units at the scene. Thisisa
variable that can be affected by
changes that have nothing to do
with actual travel times — for ex-
ample, where a fire hall keeps the
printer and maps, can affect total
response times.

The internal TFS report also con-

R T

cluded that the amount of time it
takes trucks to travel from the sta-
tion to the scene of the alarm — the
amount of time spent on the road —
did increase after the bike lanes
were installed on Bloor between
Shaw and Runnymede.

It found that between 2019 and
2022, travel times inside the bike
lane area increased 52 seconds,
from 257 seconds to 309 seconds,
Events outside the area saw an in-
crease in travel times of 40 seconds,
from 322 seconds to 362 seconds.

“Travel time is increasing at a
slightly higher rate in the 2020 ex-
tension area compared with events
not occurring in the 2020 exten-
sion area.” the report concluded.

After reviewing the report, Mez-
zapelli expressed concerns that ex-
tending the bike lanes into Etob-
icoke would, in fact, increase emer-
gency response times there.

“Looking at these projects from
an emergency response perspec-
tive, I feel it is safe to say that imple-
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Emails between
fire officials
and city staff
and internal
research
conducted by
Toronto Fire
Services seem
to indicate that
TFS was not
kept in the loop
at all times
when it came
to bike lanes,
and that senior
TF5S staff had
concerns the
pathways
would affect
emergency
response times.

MICHELLE
MENGSU CHANG
TOROMTO STAR
FILE PHOTO
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menting the changes mentioned
above (installing bike lanes from
len:mwde Road to Resurrection
Road in Etobicoke) may have an
impact on sluw'mg response times
and in certain situations may make
truck turning manoeuvres more
challenging,” Mezzapelli wrote in
an email on Feb. 1, 2023, to col-
leagues.

In response to questions from the
Star about the study, a TFS spo-
kesperson said: “This analysis was
based on a small geographical area
which represented a relatively
small sample size, compared to
ward or city level, which has Jess
variability.

“TFS is unable to isolate a specific
cause for travel time increases due
to a wide variety of variables (eg,
weather, construction, motor vehi-
cle collisions, traffic, to name a few).

“Since the 2023 report, TFS has
continually refined how this data is
reported given smaller data sets
have greatervariability. Recently, in

2024, there was an Interim Condi-
tion Data Update by Transporta-
tion Services for the Bloor Street
West Complete Street Extension
which included updated emergen-
cy response time data” That data
also shows an increase in emergen-
cy travel times — from October to
December 2023, travel time for the
first arriving truck at an incident
increased 30 seconds compared
over the same time period in 2022,
while citywide it increased by two
seconds.

Coun. Stephen Holyday (Ward 2,
Etobicoke Centre) says the stats
Jessop used at the meeting may
have been reassuring to the public,
but they don’t mirror what people
see¢ when they're on the road —
emergency response vehicles stuck
in traffic.

“People couldn't square it up,” said
Holyday.

“That'’s central to this discussion
and why the public are so irate.”
WITH FILES FROM ROBERT BENZIE

‘War on the car’ marred by rhetoric

SHAWN
. MICALLEF

OFINION

For decades, some have bleated on
and on about a “war on the car.”

Any tiny improvement in road
safety for pedestrians, cyclists or
even drivers themselves has been
met with complaints. Even the act
of asking (begging, really) for things
that can save life or limb is greeted
with alarm from some as if it were
part of this “war.”

So what if we declare an actual
“war,” then?

Clearly one side of this debate is
itching to do so by using, even
metaphorically, the word “war” to
describe the excruciatingly slow
and incremental addition of safe
infrastructure in Toronto. The Ford
government’s Bill 212 to remove
some of those relatively modest im-
provements 15 — to lean into the
ridiculous rhetoric — an act of war.
So is the surprise amendment ban-
ning lawsuits against the province if
cyclists are killed or injured where
lanes are removed. That's a clear
indication they know what they're

e

Consider how the safe infrastruc-
ture fight is waged instead. Bike
lanes on Bloor took decades of ad-
vocacy, but because a small group of
business people with Progressive
Conservative connections called
“Balance on Bloor™ have the pre-
mier’s ear, as reported by The Trilli-
um, they might be removed quickly.
That such a mowve is politically pop-
ular with the majority of Ontar-
ians, even if some live outside of or
far from Toronto, gives Ford the
cover he needs to make it.

The handful of high-profile lanes

If declaring a
‘war on the
car’' seems
extreme, it's
simply a
reflection of
the rules of
engagement
and rhetoric
established
by Doug Ford
and those

opposed to
safer streets

notwithstanding, most streets in
Toronto have zero bike infrastruc-
ture. The ironic shamelessness of
including “balance” in the name of
the advocacy group demonstrates a
swaggering disrespect to Ontanans
and disregard of good faith.

Good faith is important here. Bike
lane implementation required
studies, engineering reports and of-
ten extensive publie

consultation. Meanwhile, oppo-
nents of safer streets have been

treated with kid gloves. Toronto po-
lice admitted to giving up on traffic
enforcement, gaslighting residents
by saying they were doing so. A city
walk today is rife with red-light
running, rolling stops and other ag-

Businesses leery or even against
lanes were also treated the same,
presented with studies showing
businesses can thrive with lanes
and cyclists are good customers,
Business groups like Bloor Annex
BIA have even spoken up and made
that case themselves.

The response to that good faith
has been “Balance on Bloor” and
Bill 212.

As reported by the Star, the Ford
government used outdated cycli
ridership fipures while new, higher,
numbers have not been released
publicly. Trillium reported that the
draft of a brnefing document pre-
pared for Ford's cabinet contained
research that demonstrated re-
moving bike lanes could actually
worsen congestion, but it hasn't
been discussed publicly either.
Why not be transparent? Why the
bad faith?

All this obfuscation and scape-
goating hides the truth from driv-
ers: the main enemy in any per-
ceived war is other drivers. Only
fewer cars on the road will solve the
issue of congestion.

In this rhetorical war, cyclists are

often characterized as soft, weak or
even “woke,” but there is nothing
tougher than a cyclist in Toronto.
They ride through heat, cold, rain
and, yes, even the handful of days
Toronto gets snow. Adults and chil-
dren ride on fraught streets bereft
of safe infrastructure. Rarely can a
route from A to B be completed
entirely using safe infrastructure,
though until Bill 212 we were head-
ing in the right direction.

Toronto cyclists and pedestrians
contend with some drivers who use
their vehicles as weapons. Drivers
who creep toward them when us-
ing a crosswalk, as if trying to get
them out of the way faster. When
almost nailed by a driver’s actions,
pedestrians and cyclists frequently
get a little happy wave of “sorry!”
like it’s no big deal. That's a micro-
cosm of the problem in this debate:
it’slife or death, but one side doesn’t
see that.

But before heading into battle, it's
worth asking if anyone would ac-
tually win such a war. If the cyclists
stop shopping at the businesses
fighting safety measures such as
protected bike lanes, would that
satisfy anyone? If bike lanes dis-
appear, and every cyclist takes up
an entire lane of traffic instead
(calling it the “Doug Ford Express”)
who would come out ahead? It may
be legally allowed under the High-
way Traffic Act, and likely to hap-
pen when the separated lanes dis-
appear, but it would also be ex-
tremely risky — to the person on
two wheels and the one driving the
car,

If declaring a “war on the car”
seems extreme, it's simply a reflec-
tion of the rules of engagement and
rhetoric established by Ford and
ﬂZII:I-EE opposed to safer streets. l_f
ans nf waging war, a war thr:y

should get.
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Examples of threats abound

SECURITY FROM A1

Percival declined to comment on
how resources are used for security,
but said the Mounties’ personal
protective service is trying to over-
come staffing “challenges™ by at-
tracting new recruits, transfernng
officers and drawing from expen

enced officers and reserve pro-
grams.

“There has never been a time in
the RCMP’s history when we have
expenienced greater demands on
our services, nor numbers this high
of protectees requiring ongoing
protection,” Percival said. “We are
working closely with our national
and international partners, and our
Protective Policing members con-
tinue to adapt and rise to the chal-
lenges of the ever-evolving protec-
tive landscape with the profession-
alism and the dedication that Cana-
dians expect from the RCMP”

Examples abound of threats and
intimidation targeting elected offi-
cials, with protesters routinely ap-

=aring on Parliament Hill to heck-
le passing MPs and sometimes ac-
cuse them of “treason” against Can-
ada. Drouin’s briefing note said that
Pat McDonnell, the Sergeant-at-
Arms of the House of Commons
responsible for security on Parlia-
ment Hill, had recorded a “signi-
icant increase in threat-related
contacts” that targeted MPs, nising
from 29 in 2009 to 231 in 2023.

In June, the Star reported that
somebody set fire to Liberal MP
Brendan Hanley's garage at his Yu-
kon home, two years after a man
was arrested and charged with ar-
son after Mississauga MP Peter
Fonseca’s constituency office was
destroved in a fire. NDP MP Charlie
Angus — who has written about his
experience with a “staggering esca-
lation in intimidation™ — has said
an unnamed parliamentanan from
Bntish Columbia had their office
window smashed by an axe-wield-
ing protester.

A

r

e

Two people were charged with
threatening Conservative Deputy
Leader Melissa Lantsman, while
last year Liberal MP Tim Louis
thanked police for arresting a man
who allegedly threatened to kill
him. Pierre Pollievre, the Conser-
vative leader, also voiced outrage
and filed a police report in 2022
after a prominent far-right fpure
made a lewd statement about sex-
ually assaulting Poilievre’s wife.
The Star has reported public ofh-
cials discussed concerns about se-
curity upgrades at the residence
provided for Poilievre and his fam-
ily

Earlier this vear, Liberal MP Pam
Damoff said federal politics had
grown so “tmac” and “hyperparti-
san’ she 1s aftaid to appear n pubhic
and decided not to seek re-election.

Drouin’s briefing note also said
that government and police needed
to improve security for public fig-
ures ahead of the next federal elec-
tion, which is set to take place in the
fall of 2025 but could happen soon-
er if the Liberal minority govern-
ment falls earlier to a confidence
vote,

ﬂ.-‘=
galle :
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“The RCMP and (Canadian Secu-
rity Intelligence Service) are in-
creasingly concerned by the vitriol
in the public sphere and associated
security challenges MPs may en-
counter during the next election
period,” the note said.

On top of efforts to speed up
recruitment for the RCMPs pro-
tective policing service, the Ser-
geant-at-Arms was also “exploring
ways” to better support parliamen-
tanans, and had received funding
from the House of Commons to
provide “personal and residential
private security for opposition
leaders”

Olivier Duhaime, a spokesperson
for the Sergeant-at-Arms, declined
to comment because their office
does not disclose specific security
information

He said their “highest priority
continues to be the safety of the
parliamentary community,” and
that their office “works in close col-
laboration with pariamentary se-
curity, intelhigence and law enforce-
ment partners to ensure that 1t 1s
prepared to respond to any eventu-
ality.”

A briefing note
from Mational
Security and
Intelligence
adviser
Mathalie Drouin
dated March 5
said the Royal
Canadian
Mounted
Police’s branch
for protective
security was
struggling to
meet increased

demand.
SPENCER
COLBY

VANCOUVER

Passerby
stabbed
during
liquor store
shoplifting
Injury so severe
emergency first aid
had to be applied

VANCOUVER A passerby has
been seriously injured after he was
stabbed by a shoplifter who was
tryving to tlee a hquor store in Van-
couvers Olympic Village neigh-
bourhood.

Vancouver police say the attack
happened on Saturday at around
10:30 p.m., when a security guard
was trying to stop a shoplifter from
leaving the hquor store.

Pohice say the 63-year-old passer-
by intervened to try to help stop the
alleged shoplifter, who in turn
stabbed the man before fleeing the
scene.

Vancouver police say the stabbing
mjury was so severe that ofhcers
had to provide emergency first and
by applying a tourniquet to slow the
bleeding.

The shoplifting suspect, who
fled the scene, along with three
alleged accomplices were arres-
ted shortly after midmight by pa-
trolling officers in downtown Van-
couver near Granville and Robson
sirecis

Police say they were able to identi-
fy the suspects through security
images.

The alleged shoplifter is “expected
to face cnminal charges™ upon fur-
ther imveshgation,

All four people arrested in the case
have been released on bail
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ANALYSIS

Federal Liberals just got

a little less progressive

GST ‘holiday’ cuts, $250 cheque offers short-term gain for long-term pain

TONDAMACCHARLES
OTTAWA BUREAU CHIEF

OTTAWA Take your pick.

The federal Liberals’ GST two-
month “holiday™ on so-called es-
sential goods plus a $250 cheque
for anyone who earned under
$S150,000 last year is:

a) an artful political move to steal
NDP and Conservative thunder via

nnappealtum'kmg—classcmm—

h}ntachualpln}'tuhmkapnrhz-
mentary logjam, and if it fails, to
shrug and say, “It’s not us, it's them”;

c¢) a shameless bid to buy votes
using taxpayers’ money, whether it
passes now or turns into a useful
stick with which to poke opponents
in an election that could happen at
any time;

d) a blatant pocketbook appeal to
out-populist the populist Conser-
vatives on “axing taxes™;

e) not a very progressive move for
a self-declared progressive govern-
ment.

The answer, of course, is all of the
above.

Canadians repeatedly tell poll-
sters that the high cost of living is a
top priority, so it is a tactic todirect-
ly appeal to voters.

It borrows heavily from the Liber-
als’ rivals. The Conservatives cam-
paigned on a December sales tax
break like this in 2021 (The Liber-
als opposed it then.) The NDP
pitched a similar cut last week

One thing is for sure, the 2024
Liberal version carries a hefty price
tag of $6.28 billion — according to
early calculations — at a time when
Canada’s annual deficit, which Jus-
tin Trudeau’s government prom-
ised would clock in at around $40
billion, is certain to spike.

Before this announcement, the
Parliamentary Budget Officer
pegged the federal budget deficit
for 2023-24 at $46.8 billion. That's
equal to L6 per cent of Canada’s
economic output. Ottawa hasn't yet
released the actual number.

The PBO says it will analyze the
latest promise, and won't comment
until it does, but it doesn't have all
the information from the Finance
Department yet. Nobody does.

But for sure, the kiddies who get
cheaper diapers or Christmas toys
for the next two months will be the
ones paying the tab plus interest,
for vears to come.

It breaks down this way: That GST
tax cut on wine, beer, Christmas
trees, toys, clothes, takeout and oth-
er miscellaneous items? It adds up
to at least $16 billion in lost revenue
for federal coffers.

It could cost a little more if Ottawa

has to ante up money to appease
the five provinces who may gripe
about alost share of revenue where
provincial sales taxes are “harmo-
nized” and come on top of a briefly
suspended federal sales tax. Tru-
deau shrugged off that question
Friday, saying provinces should re-
alize “this is a way they can be there
for people.”

Ontario says it's already made a
similar cut on certain essentials,
but New Brunswick and Prince Ed-
ward Island complained they were
blindsided. Newfoundland's gov-
ernment said it will go along with
the federal plan for a sales tax
pause.

A.nd T:huse Doug Ford-style,

Mumt]mn!-ﬁhﬂ]mnmallu -
ey that could have been better tar-
geted to more needy Canadians, in
the view of some like David Mac-
donald, senior economist at the
Canadian Centre for Policy Alter-
natives. “There’s almost no pro-
gressivity to it whatsoever,” Mac-
donald said in an interview.

The $250 payment is “almost uni-
versal,” he said, because only five
per cent of Canadian workers earn
over $150,000, and the other 95 per
cent make £150000 or less.

“So basically everyvbody is getting
it”

lnsteadﬂfsandmg$25{l to bﬂm

$500 or $L000 to the lowest-eamn-
ing 30 per cent of workers, or the
lower half of workers, and concen-
trated the help to those most in
need of a boost right now.

“Presumably the visibility is
what's important here, more so
ing folks that are maybe turning to
food banks because they can't af-
ford food.”

Macdonald flagged a risk that con-
sumers may not get the full value of
five per cent savings that Ottawa is
promising via the sales tax break if,
for example, grocery stores decide
to take up some of that pricing
space and it leads to only a two per
cent savings for their customers.

That should eventually show upin
Statistics Canada’s data on the con-
sumer price index

“If we continue to see prices in-
crease, what that means is it wasn’t
consumers that got the full value,
that it was the stores themselves
that took some of this profit,” he
said.

But, added Macdonald, “in the
long run, it doesn't change the pic-
ture on food prices.”

“It doesn't decrease prices by 20
per cent which is roughly the
amount that they've gone up since
2019. It means that people that
were turming to food banks in No-
vember are going to turn to food
banks in March” when the tax holi-
day ends.

It also doesn't change the broader
picture on housing costs — the oth-
er thing Canadians are “absolutely™
upset about, said Macdonald.

He said that is another argument
for a more targeted effort to send
$1,000 to low-income renters who
are struggling with steep monthly
payments and are the ones having
to turn to those food banks.

Politically, what's really going on
here? Alot.

Of course, the New Democrats
claimed credit.

And of course, the Conservatives
— under a new leader since 2022 —
panned it.

NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh says
the Trudeau government should
have followed his advice and pre-
sented a permanent sales tax cut,
not a temporary one.

The NDP got out ahead of the
Liberals with its own announce-
ment last week that pledged to per-
manently remove federal GST ona
broader range of essentials — home
heating and monthly internet and
cellphone bills, for example — esti-
mating it would be about $5 billion
a year, and proposing to pay for it
with a tax on excess corporate prof-
its. Still, he said it was the Liberals
who “caved” and the NDP will sup-
port the measure.

Conservative Leader Pierre Poi-
lievre would not say he'd vote
against it. He is, after all, the “axe
the taxes™ poster boy.

But he said Cnmnnmﬁms would
taxes” and the GST on new home
construction.

Poilievre said the Liberal move is
inflationary, and hypocritical of
Trudeau, whose past words Poi-
lievre quoted when saying the more
dollars the government injects into
the economy, the more upward
pressure it puts on prices.

Trudeau, in announcing the pre-
holiday goodies, replied — in effect
— that was then, this is now.

Inflation he arpued, is easing, and
this temporary measure will bring
broad-based relief without fuelling
price hikes.

Jennifer Robson, a professor at
Carleton University's school of

bli B sk achimimbibeation.
called the twin announcements
uf E ! ™

“The GST holiday is going to be
administered by having businesses

Prime Minister
Justin
Trudeau's
two-month
GST cut on
so-called
essential goods
plus a $250

cheque for
anyone who
earned under

$150,000
last year is
a shameless
bid to buy
votes using

taxpayers’
money, Tonda
MacCharles

writes.

CHRIS YOUNG
THE CANADIAN
FRESS

Presumably
the visibility
is what's im-
portant here,
more so than
necessarily
substantially
helping folks
that are may-
be turning to
food banks
because they
can't afford

food.

DAVID
MACDONALD
SENIOR
ECONOMIST AT
THE CANADIAN
CENTRE FOR
POLICY
ALTERMNATIVES

- I

- -

adjust all of their tax calculations at
the register and that’s not cost-
free,” she said, adding registers will
have to be reset once the holiday is
OVET.

{The Canadian Federation of In-
dependent Business agrees. It
would rather broad-based perma-
nent tax “relief” to increase con-
sumer demand that it says has
dampened sales for small business
in Canada’)

Robson said the cheques may be a
populist measure like Premier
Doug Ford's promise of $200
cheques to Ontanans despite his
own budget’s red ink, and a GST cut
may persuade some people to shift
the timing of some purchases —
maybe parents will buy a child car
seat earlier. But, she said, it doesn't
ease the squeeze for many.

“1 can't quite explain it except for
maybe panic because $250 one
time, once, sprinkled across the
board in this way, is really not going
to fundamentally change the pur-
chasing power of an awful lot of
households.”

As for deficit concerns? Pflt, says
the government.

Trudeau and Finance Minister
Chrystia Freeland say the federal
government can afford these two
measures “because Canada has one
of the strongest balance sheets in
the world.”

That essentially means that, while
the federal budget is still awash in
red ink, comparatively speaking
there are a lot of other countries
worse off than Canada.

University of Calgary Prof. Trevor
Tombe posted on “X" that these
“are very costly measures. They do
nothing to address the mounting
economic challenges that Canada
faces,

“By doing this, the government
invites valid critiques that it is not
taking these pressing issues seri-
ously,” he wrote.

Trudeau dismissed his critics Fri-
day.

He said with the latest moves, he is
addressing the needs of more indi-
vidual “hard-working middle-class
Canadians” who didn't benefit
from previous breaks for retirees,
disabled people or families with
children.

He called it a “thank you™ of sorts
for all they did to bring Canada out
of the pandemic.

“We're focused on Canadians. I'll
let the bankers worry about the
economy,” he said.

What that also means is that the
Liberals and their erstwhile pro-
gressive government allies, the
New Democrats, just got less pro-
gressive.

They are shifting away from say-
ing government’s role is to help the
poorest to saying they should help
as many as possible in an election
year.

Where they once defended higher
taxes on wealthier Canadians as an
investment in health care, child
care, long-term care, pharmacare,
or dental care, they are now piv-
oting to using tax dollars as a way to
take care of their own electoral pro-
spects, too.

Short-term gain for long-term
pain.
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Crown-Indigenous
relations is more
than just apologies

MARTIN
~F REGG
COHN

OPINION

He is the embodiment of the crown.

Which means Crown-Indigenous
Relations Minister Gary Ananda-
sangaree is the unlikely face of
white colonialism in Canada — or at
least its historical legacy:.

Like any other Canadian, he may
not be personally responsible for
the sins of Canada’s past Today,
however, the minister is politically
accountable for solutions of the fu-
ture.

As a Tamil immigrant from Sri
Lanka — also colonized by the Brit-
ish crown — he is especially con-
scious of the colonial history that
touches all Canadians. As a human
rights lawyer and community activ-
ist in his previous life, Anandasan-
garee had been thinking about it
since long before he entered poli-
tics a decade ago.,

While many people may feel far
removed from that colonial legacy
today, geographically or historical-
ly, his answer hasn't changed:
Whether you were born here or
came here, Canada is a land of op-
portunity today largely because of
the injustices of the past — from the
early confiscation of land to the on-
going suppression of Indigenous
identity.

“What I have been able to benefit
from in this country — whether it's
a top-notch education system ...
whether it's economic, whether it's
access to health care ... all of those
things led me to a deeper under-
standing that I am benefiting from

this colomal process and this sys-
tem,” the minister told Frniday's De-
mocracy Forum that 1 hosted at
Toronto Metropolitan University.

“"All Canadians, [ think, need to
come on board and understand
that this is our collective journey”

Anandasangaree himself has been
on a journey of apology since be-
coming minister last vear, Last
summer he apologized to nine Da-
kota-Lakota First Nations commu-
nities for long-standing injustices.
Last month he apologized to First
Nations on Manitoulin Island for
mismanagement of funds in the
past, formally declaring, “The
Crown failed to act honourably.”

This past weekend, shortly after
our event, he flew to Northern Que-
bec to deliver a promised apology to
the Inuit in Nunavik for the mass
slaughter of sled dogs that devas-
tated communities in the 1950s and
'6i0s, telling them: “On behalf of the
government of Canada and of all
the Canadians, T am sorry. Please
forgive us.”

Are the apologies accepted? The
atmosphere can sometimes be
tearful, but must always be truthful

“Apologies are hollow if they're
not meaningful ... ultimately this is
about setting the record straight,”
the minister told me. “It’s not about
compensation, it’s actually about
telling the truth, acknowledging
the truth.”

The reality is that progress has
been painfully slow. At a Democra-
cy Forum a few years ago, Indige-
nous MPP Sol Mamakwa sipped a
glass of water onstage while ex-
plaining to our campus audience
that he couldn't safely do the same
in his Northem Ontario riding of
Kiiwetinoong because of boil water

Crown-
Indigenous
Relations
Minister Gary
Anandasan-
garee, right, at
the TMU
Democracy
Forum with
Toronto Star
columnist
Martin Regg
Cohn. While
Anandasan-
garee may not
be personally
responsible for
the sins of
Canada's past,
today, he is
politically
accountable for
solutions of the
future, Cohn
writes.

WA AN A
RODRIGUES
THE DiAlS
AT TMU

advisories on reserves.

I also recounted to the minister
how as a foreign correspondent, I'd
seen troops from the Canadian mil-
itary’s rapid-response DART (Di-
saster Assistance Response Team)
deployed to his native Sri Lanka to
deliver clean water after the 2005
tsunami hit, while Indigenous re-
serves across Canada had to do
without.

Anandasangaree acknowledged
the double standard, on-reserve
and off, but argued that the federal
Liberals made it a priority to dra-
matically reduce boil water adviso-
ries that were once in the hundreds.
A government tally shows there are
still 20 boil water advisories in On-
tario today. Against that backdrop,
an epidemic of suicide among In-
digenous youth is increasing at the
very time that Canadians are talk-
ing openly about mental health and
driving death rates down across the
country. An e himself
raised the deaths of Indigenous
people in recent police shootings,
noting it has received relatively lit-
tle media coverage.

Future economic opportunity is
part of the answer, but so too is
healing — and an accounting of his-
tory, including attachment to lan-
guage and culture. Those themes
came up frequently in audience
guestions from students, who
asked him how to incorporate more
Indigenous content in curriculums

across the country, as mandated by
the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission in 2015.

Greater awareness of history
could one day build broader public
support for compromise and com-
pensation by politicians in power,
which isn't always forthcoming, |
asked the minister about the politi-
cal peril of getting too far out in
front of voters who might begrudge
costly land claims settlements or
balk at child welfare compensation
(First Nations chiefs recently re-
jected a $47-billion package as in-
adequate).

The inertia isn't always with poli-
ticians; the resistance is sometimes
with the public. Anandasangaree
suggested that British Columbia’s
NDP government may have been
seen by some voters, in the recent
provincial election campaign, as
making too many costly conces-
sions on Indigenous issues.

“They have moved mountains on
reconciliation, they have invested
heavily ... they are looking at recon-
ciliation in avery different way than
any previous provincial govern-
ment,” he mused. “They have en-
countered resistance — a reaction
— from voters ... there's a gap.”

For better or for worse, that's de-
mocracy.

DISCLOSURE: I'M A SENIOR FELLOW
AT THE DAIS AT TORONTO METRO-
POLITAM UNMIVERSITY, WHICH HOSTS
THE TMUDEMOCRACY FORUM

Preesisd 0y Hut;a__(y
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Club of Brampton

Thank You To Our Seonsors

lim Wottons
PR | ) BCC

Algoma University - Barbara Schembri, CPA - Meri-Mac Promotions - Brampton Members of Parliament
Your Bramefon MPP's - Prouse, Dash, Crouch LLP - Wee-Watch Brampfon

Best Parade Floats and Enfries Best Bands

Chair’s Award - Best Overall Entry Best Band -
KIWANIS CLUB OF BRAMPTON FATHER BRESANI C.H.S MARCHING BAND

Runner up for the Chair’s Award MICHAEL POWER/ST JOSEPH CHS DRUMLINE

THE STUDIO SCHOOL OF DANCE YORK LIONS STEEL BAND
2nd Runner Ue for the Chair's Award
MAPLE LODGE FARMS

Best Large Corporation Entry - RAFAT GENERAL CONTRACTING
Best Small Business Entry - BINING TOWING

Best Service Club Entry - ROTARY CLUB OF BRAMPTON

Best Dance Entry - TAP LOVE TOUR KIDS

Best School Entry - BRAMPTON CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Best Community Entry - WEST FETE

Honourable Mentions:
KENDRUM YOUTH STEEL ORCHESTRA. BRAMPTON VILLAGE LIONS. ATTRELL TOYOTA
HANSEN TOWING, SWITZER-CARTY SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION

mattamyHovEs

Jella

NG (AN

Supporters

Affair Tent & Event Rentals

Beatty's McDonald’s Restaurants

Burger King Restaurant - Mills Groue

CIM Solutions Inc

Doming’s Pizza

DAL Global Forwarding

Frank Magno's McDonald's Restaurants
Harvey's Restaurants of Brameton
Herman Custodio Creative Photography
KESP Bookkeeping Services

Lorne Scots Regimental Museum
Mafield Ford Lincoln

McDonald's Restaurants of Canada, Kingseoint
Mother Parkers, Tea and Cotfee

MSC Productions

Planet Ford, & Performance Auto Groue
Rowal Canadian Legion Branch 15

Rowal Canadian Legion Branch 609
Switzer-Carty School Bus Transportation
Staff & Students from Cardinal Leger CS5

The Brameton Santa Claus Parade Commiftee
would like to thank the citizens of Brameton
and all the spectators who lined the streets
for the parade!!! We loved seeing you and the
smiles on the children’s faces!
Visit@Brametonsanta on FaceBook, [nstagram
& Twitter to see some pictures of the parade.
Share your parade day photos with us using

#BramptonSanta |1 [E) B¥

The Brampton Santa €laus Parade Committee would like to thank all the Sponsors, The Staff of the
City of Brampton and Peel Regional Police, and espescially all the velunteers who work so hard at
making the parade better and better each year... Thank You All and Merry Christmas!
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HEALTH CARE

Inside new drug withdrawal centre

‘When you come to the door here, you're given a sense of dignity and hope,” specialist says

LIAM CASEY

Joshua Orson sits on the edge of a
bed in a bright, clean room, think-
ing about his journey from addict to
health-care worker.

The room is part of a new, 36-bed
detox space in downtown Toronto
that largely helps homeless pa-
tients, although it’s open to anyone
who needs to get clean. There are
private and shared rooms, a kitchen
with cooked meals, laundry rooms
and several lounges to play cards or
watch television

The space offers group and indi-
vidual therapy, with addictions
counsellors and nurses on the clock
24 hours aday.

Withdrawal Management Servic-
es, operated by Unity Health To-
ronto, is free and funded by the
Ministry of Health. It is one of four
publicly funded residential detox
facilities in Toronto that helps peo-
ple get off drugs and alcohol.

It is a vastly different space from
its previous iteration where Orson
got clean — a dorm-style room in-
side a homeless shelter without pri-
vate beds. [t sat in an ancient build-
ing with an old heating system and
poor ventilation.

“When you come to the door here,
you're given a sense of dignity and
hope after losing so much of your-
self to get there and [ think that’s
really important,” said Orson, who
15 now a peer support worker at the
site.

“The space here suggests what
you can become rather than where
yvou're at, which I felt the former
space was more like where you're
at. It's an optimistic space.”

The withdrawal centre had its of-
ficial opening a few weeks ago, but it
began operating in the summer. [ts
36 beds were filled very quickly and
it remains full, said Dr. Irfan Dhalla,
a physician at St. Michael's Hospital
and the vice-president of clinical
programs at Unity.

But spots open up frequently as
the program is designed for short-
term residential stays, he said, and
day programs are also available.

Unity also operates two other
withdrawal centres in the city with
51 beds. They are full as well.

The demand is further proof of a

severe shortage of detox beds
across the province, Dhalla said.

[hicit fentanyl emerged in Ontario
about a decade ago as the opioid
crisis spread slowly eastward from
British Columbia. Opioid overdose
deaths spiked soon after.

Last year, nearly 2,600 Ontarians
died from drug toxicity, the vast
majority due to fentanyl alone, or
fentanyl in combination with other
drugs like benzodiazepines. That is
a 50 per cent increase in deaths
from 2019.

The prolonged crisis prompted
the provincial government to fun-
damentally shift its approach to an
abstinence-based model. It is set to
close 10 supervised consumption
sites, including five in Toronto, say-
ing the spots are too close to day-
cares and schools,

The changes came after a Toronto
woman was killed by a stray bullet
in what police described as a shoo-
tout between drug dealers next to a
supervised consumption site.

19 new “homelessness and addic-
tion recovery treatment” — or

HART — hubs, plus 375 highly sup-
portive housing units at a planned
cost of $378 million.

The overdose crisis has hit the
homeless population particularly
hard.

Through gangs and organized
crime, opioids have found their way
into virtually every nook and cran-
ny in Ontano, from big cities such
as Toronto and Ottawa to remote,
fly-in First Nations in the north and
everything in between.

The problem is pronounced in
downtown Toronto, particularly in
the area near the withdrawal cen-
tre, where a number of shelters and
services for those without homes
are also located.

The detox centre project took
about a decade from concept to
launch, Dhalla said. The space’s de-
sign is crucial to the success of the
program, he said.

“There's something about our
physical spaces that convey care
and love. It's hard to feel cared for
and loved when you are in a phys-
ical environment that is decrepit,”
Dhalla said.

“The space
here suggests
what you can
become rather
than where
you're at, which
| felt the former
space was
more like
where you're
at. It's an
optimistic
space, says
peer support
specialist Josh
Orson, pictured
in a room

at Unity
Health's new
Withdrawal
Management
Services site

in Toronto

in October.
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“But I would feel better if the peo-
ple who needed the service had a
home to go to after they left here”

Patients can return for the day
program to help maimntain their re-
covery. The benefits of the new
space aren't just limited to patients,
Dhalla said.

“To be honest, it's very good for
staff retention and staff well-be-
ing” he said.

Getting off drugs wasn't easy for
Orson. He first tried them at K4
vears old. He'd use a variety of sub-
stances, from heroin to benzodia-
zepines to alcohol.

“I was mostly an opioid user, that
was the drug of choice,” he said.

He also lived with concurrent
mental health struggles that in-
cluded depression, anxiety and sui-
cidal thoughts.

Throughout his 20s, he visited the
hospital more often. One day in the
emergency room, Orson was re-
ferred to a case manager who got
him into a detox program.

“I realized this is kind of what help
looks like and if I go out again, I'm
gonna end up back here,” he said.

“So 1 might as well do it now. | was
more at the end of my rope rather
than being ready to get off drugs"

He spent seven days at the old
detox centre. It was dingy and rife
with temptation inside and outside
the shelter.

“You have to deal with yourself
after a long time from being away
from yourself because the sub-
stances would provide a kind of
blanketing,” Orson said.

“It’s just a very hard experience.”

That same case worker also sug-
gested Orson become a peer sup-
port worker. Immediately after de-
tox, he sought training and found
volunteer work. It wasn't long be-
fore he found work at a shelter.

“1 don't think I would have main-
tained that (abstinence) without
becoming a peer support worker
because when you're helping other
people, you help yourself and it
gives you purpose and it gives you a
place to be,” Orson said.

“What people really need is hope
and this whole space is very hopeful
and it's able to penetrate into that
dark place that people are in”

THE CANADIAN PRESS

MONTREAL ANTI-NATO DEMONSTRATION

Additional arrests expected

More evidence
gathered during
protest, chief says

SIDHARTHA BANERIJEE

Montreal’s police chief said he ex-
pects more arrests stemming from
a Friday anti-NATO protest that
turned violent, while one of the
protest organizers Sunday de-
nounced political reaction as hi-
jacking the underlying message of
the demonstration.

Uniformed police officers could
be seen Sunday both inside and
outside Montreal’s Palais des con-
greés convention centre as the an-
nual meeting continued with no
signs of demonstrations, although
some protesters had planned a
“counter-summut” at a commumnity
centre just north of downtown.

Chief Fady Dagher told reporters
Saturday more arrests would be
coming thanks to additional evi-
dence gathered during the protests,
adding police were aware of who
was behind the vandalism includ-
ing smashed windows and burned
cars as well as alleged assaults on
police officers.

Police said that, during the march,
smoke bombs were deployed, met-
al barriers were thrown into the
street and windows smashed of
nearby businesses and the conven-
tion centre where delegates from
NATO parliamentary assembly, in-
cluding members and partner
states, gathered for a session set to

Amaong the issues being broached
were support for Ukmaine, climate

change and the future of the alli-
ance.

Dagher estimated that about 800
people took part in protests from
several groups, but about 20 to 40
people were allegedly responsible
for the trouble.

“I do not want to advertise these
groups and glorify these groups, it is
a big trap to do so” Dagher said
“But I can assure to you ... it is a few
groups.”

Montreal police arrested three
people following Friday's demon-
stration — a 22-year-old woman
who allegedly obstructed police
work and assaulted a police officer
and two men, 22 and 28, also each
face a charge for allegedly obstruct-
ing policework. All are scheduled to
appear in court at a later date.

“Despite what you saw in the im-
ages, last-minute impromptu
events are extremely difficult to an-
ticipate,” Dagher added. “We have
other pieces of evidence. So prob-
ably we will have other arrests.

Friday night’s protest was con-
demned by politicians of all stripes
Saturday as acts of antisemitism,
which one organizer rejected, say-
ing the protests were against the
actions of the state of Israel and not
Jewish people.

On Sunday, the Divest for Pales-
tine Collective denounced what it
called “dishonest attempts” of poli-
ticians to hijack the “anti-militarist,
anti-imperialist and anti-colonial-
15t messages” delivered by protes-
ters. In an emailed statement, it
refuted allegations of antisemitism.

“These are false accusations
aimed at delegitimizing the solidar-
ity movement for the liberation of
Palestine and undermining the
fight against antisemitism,” the
group wrote.

The group defended setting
ablaze a doll representing Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Neta-
nyahu during the protest.

Earlier thisweek, the Internation-
al Court of Justice issued an arrest
warrant for Netanyahu as well as
his former defence minister and
Hamas members. “It is a legitimate
expression of collective anger
against the political indifference at
the heart of an ongoing colonial
genocide,” the collective said.

The collective also denounced
what it called police violence
against demonstrators, saying at
least four protesters had to be taken
to hospital with various injuries.

Dagher said he couldnt make a
firm link between Friday's acts and
antisemitism, but added that, since
the Oct. 7 attacks more than one
year ago, incidents and acts of anti-
semitism and Islamophobia have
both increased enormously in the
city.

The police chief however, defend-
ed his officers handling of Friday's
event, which he felt could have
been much worse. He added he
would spend the rest of the week-
end with his officers on the ground
to lend support.

THE CANADIAN PRESS

People take
part in a
protest against
MNATO in
Montreal

on Saturday.

GRAHAM
HUGHES
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TORONTO BRIEFS

COLLISION

Pedestrian in
her 70s struck

A pedestrian in her 70s has serious
injuries after she was struck by a
vehicle in west-end Toronto on
Sunday evening. Toronto Police re-
sponded to a call of a collision in the
Bloor Street West and Dundas
Street West area, near Ronces-
valles, just before 6 pm. The wom-
an was rushed to hospital, though
her injuries are not considered life-
threatening.

HIT-AND-RUN

Police looking
for white SUV

Toronto police are looking for the
driver of a white SUV after a man,
71, died in hospital Saturday from
injuries sustained in a hit-and-run
Thursday at a Scarborough cross-
walk. Police say the incident hap-
pened just after 11:45 p.m. at Kenne-
dy Road and McNicoll Avenue. The
pedestrian was walking eastbound
on McNicoll Avenue and was
struck by a white Cadillac Escalade
going west on McNicoll Avenue.

SHOOTING

Man in hospital
with injuries

A man has been taken to hospital
after an overnight shooting in To-

ronto’s downtown core. Toronto
police say they reported to King
Street West and Brant Street after
415 am. and a shol man was trans-
ported to hospital with serious, but

STARSTAFF
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Plastics treaty reaches its end game

UN negotiations will decide whether
the world will work to reduce pollution

PATTY WINSA
DATA REPORTER

When global representatives meet
in Busan, South Korea on Monday,
it will be the world's last chance to
create a legally binding interna-
tional treaty to reduce plastic pollu-
tion as part of a historic United
Nations resolution adopted in
March 2022,

But whether a coalition of “high-
ambition” countries, including
Canada, can get a meaningful treaty
that phases out chemicals of con-
cern and problematic plastics, and
reduces plastic production — which
many environmentalists see as key
to reducing pollution — remains to
be seen. The 64 “high ambition”
countries are committed to reduc-
ing plastic pollution and eliminat-
ing waste by 2040 through a bind-
ing treaty:.

Despite four previous rounds of
meetings, critics say the latest ver-
sion of the document created as a
basis for negotiations by treaty
chair Luis Vayas Valdivieso, who is
also Ecuador’s ambassador to the
UK. lacks the ambitious targets
first identified when the resolution
was adopted.

Nicholas Mallos, a vice-president
of conservation, ocean plastics, for
Ocean Conservancy, called the doc-
ument “disappointing and frankly
an embarrassment,” in an online
statement, for its failure to address
“plastic reduction” or ghost gear.

Ghost gear, which refers to the
nets and gear lost by the fishing
industry, accounts for 10 per cent of
the ocean’s plastic pollution, ac-
cording to estimates.

“A disproportionate emphasis has

been placed on managing plashe
waste instead of turning off the
tap,” said Mallos.

Its estimated that between nine
and 4 million tons of plastics are
going into the ocean every year, said
Eirik Lindebjerg, World Wildlife
Fund'’s global plastics policy lead, a
number that is growing rapidly be-
cause of the increase in plastic pro-
duction and the mismanagement
of plastic around the globe.

Plastic pollution is affecting ma-
rine ecosystems, as well as humans
and animals who are “eating and
drinking and breathing plastics
that we get from living in a plastic
world,” said Lindebjerg, who is
WWF's head of delegation for the
talks in Busan.

Not getting a treaty will have
“large global consequences for hu-
man health and for the environ-
ment,” said Lindebjerg in an inter-
view with the Star.

The last four rounds of negotia-
tions, including the most recent in
Ottawa in April, have advanced very
slowly:.

Some critics blame delay tactics,
which the Center for International
Environmental Law characterizes
as “obstructionism.” by oil-produc-
ing countries, as well as industry
influence by lobbyists for the fossil
fuel industry, which could be look-
ing to profit from plastic produc-
tion if and when demand for oil and
gas declines.

“I haven’t given up hope.” said Me-
lissa Gorrie, law reform manager
for the Canadian environmental
law charity Ecojustice, in an inter-
view with the Star. “But we're really
going to have to roll up our sleeves
and mowve at a reasonable pace to

OBITUARY CHUCK WOOLERY
Television icon was original
host of “‘Wheel of Fortune’

THE ASS0CIATED PRESS

NEW YORK Chuck Woolery, the
affable, smooth-talking game show
host of “Wheel of Fortune,” “Love
Connection” and “Scrabble” who
later became a nght-wing podcast-
er, skewering liberals and accusing
the government of lying about CO-
VID-19, has died. He was 83.

Mark Young, Woolery’s podcast
co-host and friend, said in an email
early Sunday that Woolery died at
his home in Texas with his wife,
Kristen, present. “Chuck was a dear
friend and brother and a tremen-
dous man of faith, life will not be the
same without him.” Young wrote.

Woolery, with his matinee idol
looks, coiffed hair and ease with
witty banter, was inducted into the

American TV Game Show Hall of
Fame in 2007 and eamed adaytime
Emmy nomination in 1978.

In 1983, Woolery began an I-year
run as host of TV's “Love Connec-
tion,” for which he comned the
phrase, “We'll be back in two min-
utes and two seconds,” a two-fin-
gered signature dubbed the “2 and
2" In 1984, he hosted TV's “Scrab-
ble,” simultaneously hosting two
game shows on TV until 1990,

Woaolery began hus TV careerat a
show that has become a mainstay:
Although most associated with Pat
Sajak and Vanna White, “Wheel of
Fortune” debuted Jan. 6, 1975, on
NBC with Woolery welcoming con-
testants and the audience. Woolery,
then 33, was trying to make it in
Nashwille as a singer.

ensure that we can get to a treaty
text in a week”

Gorrie said meaningful progress
will depend on whether countries
like Canada and others in the high
ambition coalition continue to step
up and advance “strong provisions
around plastic production, chem-
icals of concern, reporting and In-
digenous rights”

The UN process has so far em-
braced consensus decision-mak-
ing, which has been a huge sticking
point, with delegates who disagree
essentially having a veto. Groups
such as the Environmental Justice
Foundation based in England argue
it’s time to bring in a one state, one
vote approach so that measures
agreed to by a majority of countnes
can be included in the treaty.

Environment and Climate

Change Canada said in an email
that its goal going into the talks
which begin Monday; is to “finalize
the text of an ambitious and effec-
tive global treaty on plastic pollu-
tion that addresses the full life cycle
of plastics.”

Among other measures, the feder-
al ministry said the Canadian gov-
ernment supports “the develop-
ment of a global list of problematic
and avoidable plastic products and
chemicals of concern under the
treaty for elimination or restric-
tion.” as well as a “clear process to
review, update, and amend the cri-
teria and lists over time.”

“The world has previously united
to secure multilateral agreements
i response to global cnses” said
the government in the email, “and
this moment is no different.”

ANTHONY WALLACE AFPVIA GETTY IMAGES

Activists rally
Monday
outside the
venue for the
fifth session of
the UN Inter-
governmental
Negotiating
Committee on
Plastic
Pollution in
Busan. After
four rounds of
meetings,
global
representatives
meet in South
Korea Monday
to try to create
a treaty to
reduce plastic
pollution.
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POLITICS

How (o get
rid of bad
immigration
consultants

BARBARA JO CARUSO AND VANCE LANGFORD
CONTRIBUTORS

What do Prime Minister Justin Trudean, Ontario Premier Doug
Ford, and Immigration Minister Marc Miller have in common?

Owver the past week, they have all been critical of the bad immigra-
tion consultants who are exacerbating the unprecedented chal-
lenges faced by Canada’s immigration system.

Unscrupulous immigration consultants charge exorbitant fees
while denying their victims an opportunity to achieve their
dreams in Canada. In addition to incurring monetary and social
damage, vichms potentially face five-year bans from entenng
Canada.

One increasingly common practice is for bad consultants to sell
fake job offers via Labour Market Impact Assessments (“LMIAs™)
to victims seeking employment in Canada or to exasting tempo-
rary residents desperate to find a way to remain in this country. A
cursory search on Kijiji and social media with the phrase “LMIA”
(Labour Market Impact Assessment) shows these platforms are
rife with consultants selling LMIAs, which is not only unethical,
but also illegal.

While not all immigration consultants engage in this kind of
behaviour, we still see far too many cases of consultants — or
people calling themselves consultants — taking advantage of
would-be immigrants to this country. Miller can't solve this prob-
lem overnight but there are a number of things he can do to crack
down on the industry, starting with the professional association
his own government initiated.

The College of Citizenship and Immigration Consultants, the
regulator for licensed immigration consultants, was launched in
2021 after the federal government determined the previous two
regulatory bodies failed to protect the public. The federal govern-
ment passed a law in Parliament in 2020 designed to regulate the
work of citizenship and immigration consultants The law gives
the college the power to uphold the integrity of the immigration
system.

With this, the immigration minister should ensure the col-
lege has the means to thoroughly audit each one of its members
and enforce regulatory changes to limit their mandate and the
number of consultants if they do not comply.

Miller should also ensure that the college mandate its consult-
ants to assist in maintaining the honour and integrity of the
immigration system, and to expose all dishonest conduct.

We also recommend the minister launch a task force to combat
ghost consultants. Ghost consultants are unlicensed consultants
who account for asignificant share of applications containing false
or incomplete information. Often, ghost consultants charge their
victims high fees but are not held accountable when the victims
have incurred these costs, had their visa applications refused, and
are barred from entering Canada.

Applicants who submit visa requests on their own can also be
asked to submit a letter of attestation confirming they did not
compensate a legal representative to help prepare their applica-
tions,

The federal government can also implement a whistleblower
reporting system similar to what exists in criminal law wherein
victims of immigration consultants can become co-operative wit-
NESSes.

These ideas are not panaceas but can help to reduce the preva-
lence of ghost consulting.

Miller can enact legal reform so that immigration consultants
are only able to work under the supervision of an immigration
lawyer. Lawyers are governed by strong regulatory bodies and face
significant consequences such as disbarment for poor behaviour.
Putting a lawyer’s license on the line will help to significantly

strengthen the quality of advice immigra-
tion applicants receive as well as oversight of

While not all the conduct of immigration consultants.
fama i i We wish to be clear: not all immigration
::?;ﬁ:::: consultants are bad. There are some good
S ones who are honourable and competent.
engage in this Immigration lawyers have long argued
kind of that they are best able to represent visa
behaviour, we applicants given thEEE cases are often com-
still see far plex and raise legal issues involving Charter,
family, employment, and criminal law. If
too many consultants are going to continue to be given
cases of the right to provide legal services to the
consultants publie, there must be stronger regulations.
taking Eunsuﬂl;Entstwhn t?:f: competent and ethical
should be given chance to continue to
advantage of work but under a regime that ensures that
would-be the integrity of the immigration system is
immigrants to not brought into disrepute, and the public is
this country adequately protected.

The Prime Minister, Ontario Premier, and
federal immigration minister are correct to
draw attention to this problem. Canadians
remain supportive of immigration but are
unsupportive of what they believe is an im-
migration system that has lost its way, Gov-
ernment leaders can help restore public
confidence by limiting the ability of bad
consultants to abuse victims and the im-
migration system.

BARBARA 1O CARUSO AND VANCE LANGFORD
CO-PRESIDENTS, CANADIAN IMMIGRATION
LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

LETTERS

Lawsuit ban can’t
survive Charter
challenge

Ford government to ban law-
suits against province if cy-
clists are hurt or killed on
streets where bike lanes were
removed, Nov, 22

[s Premier Doug Ford actually
out of his mind? He cannot leg-
islate the province out of liabil-
ity for bike accidents in re-
moved bike lanes in Onta-
rio. This will be challenged so
fast in court, the premier’s head
will snap. This has to be against
The Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms. What next? No
liability on the province for any
accidents on Ontario roads?
Joel Hertz, Toronto

Usage stats
shouldn’t be only
consideration

Province-led survey suggests
higher cycling rates in Toronto
than Ford government has

cited: city staff report, Nov. 18
Why are we engaging in an ar-
gument about the percentage of
people using bicycles to justify
the removal — or retention — of
protection for vulnerable road
users? By the same logic would
we remove wheelchair access if
users are a minority? Remove
sidewnlks if there are fewer pe-
destrians? Remove car lanes al-
together on the many roads
where automobiles are a mi-
nority? Removing lanes on Uni-
versity Avenue, Bloor and
Yonge streets makes aviable cy-
cle network in this city an im-
possibility. Doing it without evi-
dence or consideration of the
above is at best misguided, at
worst deliberately dishonest.
This isn't a pro vs. anti-cycling
discussion; it’s a question of fact
vs. fiction.

Dennis Wheeler, Toronto

Bloor bike lanes
also make
driving safer

[ love the bike lanes and I'm not
even a cyclist. | find driving
along Bloor Street much safer
and more enjoyvable with the
bike lanes. I don’t have to worry
about agpressive drivers cutting
me off and the actual time lost is
negligible, With right turn lanes
and left turn lanes, driving is
smooth sailing Who's paying
for the cost of removing the
lanes and is the city being reim-
bursed for the cost of installing
in the first place? This govern-
ment is taking us backwards. 1
hate what youre doing. We're

GREG PERRY FOR THE TORONTO STAR

going to see more bike deaths
and accidents as a result of this
reckless move. Stop listening to
a few drivers who hate cyclists.
You need to encourage more
people to get out of their cars
and use public transit, walk and
cycle. It's much better for the
environment which I also sus-
pect your government cares

nothing about.

Carol Cormuer, Toronto

L.ook to Finland
for solution to
homelessness

Finland has a homelessness
rate of 0.08 per cent on a given
night, yet in 1989 it had about
16,000 eople experiencing
homelessness. In contrast On-
tario has a rate of L5 per cent of
the population. Finland used a
housing first model to accom-
plish this. Essentially every
homeless person is given a flat
without conditions. This was
accomplished by creating a
broad political and private coa-
lition so that the success of the
project would not be subject to
whatever party was incumbent.
Housing was enshrined as a hu-
man right. Ironically it isa Can-
adian psychologist, Sam J.
Tsemberis, who created this
maodel, It is obvious from polls,
media attention, etc. that Cana-
dians want to end homeless-
ness. There is a model, housing
first, with demonstrated suc-
cess at achieving that end.
Moses Shuldiner, Toronto

Cost of splurge
will outlive
Its recipients

Trudeau government announc-
es $250 cheques for some
Canadians, plus G5T cuts on
food, beer, children's clothes,
Nov. 21

The federal Liberal govern-
ment was projected to incur a
whopping $39.8 billion national
financial deficit in 2024/25.
This was before handing out a
Christmas splurge of a $1L6 bil-
lion in GST alleviation, plus a
$4.68 billion cash handout. To
put this in the context of an
individual, it is tantamount to
someone with enormous credit
card debt celebrating the taking
out of a cash advance to in-
crease their debt to enable

them to go out on a holiday
spending spree and whoop it
up. There is one significant dif-
ference, however. The principle
and interest on the credit card
debt must be paid off in the near
future by the errant borrower.
With a national debt already at
%1453 billion our grandchildren
will be paying for this largesse

marny years after we recipients
are long gone.
Anthony Moscrop, Willowdale

So, retired
Canadians no
longer matter?

I was awestruck when | heard
the Liberal government is de-
leting the GST for a few months
and giving Canadians who are
working but did not earm more
than $150,000 a cheque of $275.
What about Canadians whoare
not working? [ retired five yvears
ago. | am appalled at the fact
that I no longer matter, just be-
cause [ no longer work. [ would
though like to advocate for
those Canadians who really
need the monies. [ am certain
that there are social programs
or food banks who could use
these monies to provide the ne-
cessities rather than pay for

voles.
Kathryn van der Horden, Erin,
Ont.

Trudeau taking
a page from
Ford’s playbook

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
15 taking a page from Premier
Doug Ford's election playbook
and attempting to buy votes. A
GST tax holiday that will cost
$L6 billion and a working Cana-
dian rebate, for those earming
less than $I50000 that s esti-
mated to cost $4.68 billion.
Would it not be better to use
this money to assist those who
cannot afford to eat in restau-
rants or buy prepared foods and
must rely on food banks, and
those who are unemployed or
retired and struggling?

Greg Sheehan, Mississauga

Families are
also serving
a life sentence

Parole board now trying to
‘accommodate’ families of Paul
Bernardo victims after being
told they could not attend his
hearing in person, Nov. 20
Kudos to Tim Danson, the law-
yer for the French and Mahaf-
fey families, who wrote the
open letter about the parole
board’s decision to not allow the
families to attend the Paul Ber-
nardo parole hearing It obwi-
ously had the effect it should
have gamered, and the parole
board reversed its poor deci-
sion. Those families are also
serving a life sentence created
by what Bernardo and his ac-
complice did.

Riek Clarke, Orillia
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Its time for homebuyers to get relief

Vaughan has slashed development charges in an effort to kick-start home construction

STEVEN DEL DUCA
CONTRIBUTING COLUMMNIST

There is broad acceptance that we
have a housing affordability crisis,
created at least in part because we
don’t have enough supply to meet
our demand.

Finding a way to overcome this
challenge is deeply personal for me.

My wife and [ bought our first
home in 2004. Four years later, we
moved to our current address in a
neighbourhood that we love, and
this is where we've been raising our
daughters, who are 17 and 13.

When 1 consider what to do about
our housing crisis, I don't focus ex-
clusively on stats or macroeconom-
ic trends.

I think of my daughters and their
future.

I think of how too many politic-
ians over too many years at all levels
of government have allowed the
dream of home ownership to be-
come too difficult for our young
women and men to realize.

And it pains me to see how that
has eroded their faith in a system
that we built.

When I was younger, the grand
bargain at the heart of being Cana-
dian was straightforward: show up,
work hard, save your money and
when the time was right, you'd be
able to buy a place of your own. And
maybe start a family. Dream big
dreams. Achieve. Contribute. And
give back by ensuring that the next
generation had the opportunity to
do even better than yours.

One of my most important goals is
that, one day, my daughters, and all
the other young people like them,
will have a real shot at being able to
afford a home in the community
where they grew up.

In my current role, | don't have

the authority to fix the problem all
on my own. But I do have the ability
to make decisive, impactful chang-
es within my area of responsibility.
And that's what I've decided to do
regarding the development charges
that my city levies on new housing.
Development charges are fees im-
posed by municipalities to help
fund the initial capital costs re-
quired to support growth, and they
help pay for important things like
sewers, parks and libraries.
But they are also a cost passed on
directly to anyvone purchasing a
home, so while we call them devel-
opment charges, I believe they
function like a tax on homebuyers.
In Vaughan, this “tax™ rose 229
per cent between 2009 and 2021,
and then jumped again in 2022
The result was a $94.466 levy that

Development
charges for
new homes in
Vaughan rose
229 per cent
between 2009
and 2021, to a
whopping
$94, 466 per
lot, Mayor
Steven Del
Duca writes.

FATRICK DOYLE
THE CANADIAM
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everyone buying a new lowrise
home in Vaughan would effectively
be paying, as it was being embedded
in their purchase price.

To be clear, building infrastruc-
ture is expensive and municipal-
ities have limited funding tools.
And for a very long time, the hous-
ing market was hot and people were
buying and builders were building,
so no one was looking closely at
these charges.

But then the music stopped and
the market cooled. Today, few are
buying and there’s not enough new
residential construction activity.

I believe in responding to one's
changing circumstances and adapt-
ing to a new reality. And more than
anything else, I want homebuyers
to get some relief.

In September, | introduced a reso-

lution directing staff to report back
with options to reduce our devel-
opment charge rate to lessen the
burden on homebuyers.

Earlier this week, Vaughan coun-
cil decided to cut our development
charge rates almost in half, and we
approved other provisions that
should kick-start housing con-
struction while lowering housing
prices for our residents.

I sincerely hope that other munie-
ipalities follow our lead.

I'm not naive enough to think that
this change will make all the differ-
ence. But I've always believed in the
old saying that it's better to light a
candle than curse the darkness, and
I will never stop doing whatever 1
can for our next generation.
STEVEN DEL DUCA IS THE MAYOR
OF VALIGHAMN

No, Trudeau isn't forcing us all to eat bugs

JUSTIN LING
CONTRIBUTING COLUMMIST

Even after trying the delicious
cricket Bolognese, | was skeptical of
the cricket hot dog Rightly so: It
sure tasted like whatever a hot dog
is supposed to taste like, but it had
the consistency of ground bugs.

I was sampling the insect fare
while visiting the test kitchen of
Ome Hop Kitchen, a Toronto-based
start-up trving to figure out how to
make crickets an affordable, sus-
tainable, less-weird food staple.
“We don’t want it to be that people
are eating bugs because they have
to,” Eli Cadesky, company co-foun-
der told me. “That’s dystopian.”

That dystopia is here, if you listen
to Conservative party Leader

“Whereas Justin Trudeau is at-
tempting to impose a global woke
agenda on Canadians, whereas Jus-
tin Trudeau used $9 million of Can-
adian taxpayer dollars to bet big on
an edible bug factory,” begins a pet-
ition launched by the party this
month. It asks supporters to sign
their name to declare “no interna-
tional body will have the right to
impose its policies on our country.”

The Conservatives invited their
militants to stand up and declare:
“We WON'T Eat Bugs”

Let’s state the obvious: Watching
the leader of the official opposition
— the likely future prime minister,
and a former Minister of the Crown
— debase himself with bug-brained
conspiracy theories designed to
continue ratcheting up the para-
noia of a small subset of the pop-
ulation is embarrassing. Sad, even.

But this is, unfortunately, a core
part of the Conservative party
strategy these days. Poihevre and
his team now see this wing of their
party, one taken by conspiracy the-
ories, as useful agents of chaos tobe
exploited. They see aright-wing on-
line media ecosystem, slobberingly
happy to engage in any cooked-up
fantasy if it makes them money, asa
partner in this mission. And they
welcome the negative coverage
from the mainstream press — my-
self included — as a useful foil in
their quest to delegitimize journal-
15T

At the core of all this is a trait that
has rarely been central to Canadian

conservatism: Nihilism. Poilievre’s
movement has decided that ex-
matter how irrational and destruc-
tive, is worth it if it means winning,

But let's go back to where this in-
sect obsession comes from.

Humans have been eating bugs
since we've been human. Today,
mealworms are a staple of some
East Asian cuisines, whilst lobsters
are really just sea bugs. Insects are
cheap and efficient protein — in
recent years, there has been opti-
mism that insects could reduce our
CO2 emissions and fight hunger.

This was, generally, uncontrover-
sial. Even if most people aren’t keen
to nosh on ant antipasti, processed
insects showed promise as pet food,
livestock feed, and for those with a
rugged kind of try-anything atti-
tude. Even Tucker Carlson ate a
cicada snack on-air in 2021

The trouble came when the World
Economic Forum, the elite club for
world leaders and internationalists,
began touting the possible bc-neﬁts
of a bug-based diet. As anti-vaccine
activism grew in 2021 and the Fo-
rum became a particular target for
uber-online conspiracy theorists, a
refusal to eat bugs became a rally-
Ing cTy.

“They,” proclaimed prolific con-
spiracy theorist Alex Jones in 2021,
wanted to “feed the insects chem-
ical and bioweapons-type stuff” in
order to achieve the ultimate goal:
To “control your mind.”

This claim bounced around vari-
ous anbti-vaccine groups, and be-
came a focal point of Poilievre’s be-
loved Freedom Convoy in 2022,

When the party launched a lead-
ership race to replace Erin O"Toole,
candidate Leslyn Lewis first took
up the mantle of the bug-eating re-
fuseniks, telling fellow conspiracy
theorist Jordan B. Peterson in an
interview: “They’ve been program-
ming us to want to eat bugs”

Lewis, of course, lost that race: She
earned less than 10 per cent of the
vote on the first ballot. But she is
now infrastructure critic in Poi-
lievre's caucus, and the leader often
echoes her out-to-lunch pronoun-
cements.

“Dr. Lewis was night,” Poilievre
proclaimed on Twitter. “Weird,
woke Liberals pushed us to eat
bugs.”

Watching Tory
Leader Pierre

Poilievre
debase himself
with
bug-brained
conspiracy
theories is
embarrassing,
Justin Ling
writes,

But this is,

unfortunately, a

core part of the
Conservative

party strategy
these days.

ADRIAN WYLD
THE CAMADIAMNM
PRESS
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Singing Alex Jones karaoke might
seem like a bizarre move from the
Conservative leader. But, as semior
Conservatives have admitted to me
multiple times over the years, Poi-
lievre sees his path to victory in the
next general election by siphoning
support from People's Party Leader
Maxime Bernier, who has been all
too happy to regurgitate the bug-
eating trope. And there is, appar-
ently, nothing Poilievre won't do to
win the fealty of that grumpy and
paranoid three per cent of the elec-
torate.

Poilievre making a mountain out
of an anthill is just the most recent
example of this plan to win power.
He has also vowed to ban “digital
ID" playing into baseless fears of
Ottawa trying to impose a Chinese-
style social credit system; echoed
the “great reset” theory, a lazy re-
packaging of Illuminati hokum;
tipped his hat to anti-vaxxers by
trying to forbid vaccine mandates;
and has said hell preclude his min-
isters from going to Davos for the
World Economic Forum, if elected.
He has spent years harnessing the
intense distrust of a small minority,
ssuing warnings of "gluha] elites”
trying to orchestrate a “power
grab” here in Canada.

It would be one thing if this were
merely an unhinged fantasy, but re-
al people do bear the brunt of these
attacks.

The $9 million for an “edible bug
factory” he howled at is quite real;
the factory is run by the Aspire
Food Group. With federal grants
and loans, they moved from Texas
to London, Ont., to build an ad-
vanced manufacturing facility to
turn bug protein into protein shak-
es, candles, animal feed, and a host

of other products. This is actually
an entrepreneurial success story,
and now they've become the target
of a Conservative-led smear cam-
paign.

The Conservative party still has
serious concerns and reasonable
policy objectives. Its caucus still
ple.

And [ don't doubt that the archi-
tects of this insect-obsessed com-
munications strategy see it as little
more than an act, a useful tech-
nigue to extract money and energy
from people who harbour genuine
fear of an international conspiracy
to ban meat and mandate bugs But
that nihilism, that obsessive belief
that these manipulations can be
justified in pursuit of power, that
offensively dim view they take of
voters — it's depressing.

Nobody can fault Poilievre for talt-
ing hard at a deeply unpopular gov-
ernment — and there’s certainly a
lot to go after — but we are in the
midst of a trust crisis. People no
longer trust government, the
media, our institutions, and at the
trusting their fellow citizens. Pop-
ulists, at their best, recognize that
lack of trust and convey a plan to fix
the institutions and restore what's
been lost. Populists like Poilievre,
however, seem intent on intensify-
ing that distrust until the anger be-
comes an end in itself, feeding a
perpetual culture war that prior-
itizes fighting over governing.

Poilievre should be careful about
the damage he's doing to the system
that he hopes to run. The Conser-
vatives will, sooner or later, govern

again.

Will they bother trying to con-
vince the masses, those afraid of
our supposed dystopia, to trust
again? Or will they continue feed-
ing this amdety, blaming all their
problems on some unseen dark
forces, like president-elect Donald
Trump does?

I, for one, hope Poilievre stops
feeding these paranoid delusions
and tries eating some bugs for a
change.

JUSTIN LING IS AN INDEPENDENT
INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALIST BASED
INMONTREAL AND A CONTRIBUTING
COLUMMIST FORTHE 5TAR

EMAIL: JUSTINLING@PROTOMN. ME
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MIDEAST CONFLICT

Residents
embrace

near the site of
a rocket attack
on Sunday in
Rinatya, Israel.
Air raid sirens
blared across
northern and
central Israel
as scores

of rockets
were fired
from Lebanon.

AMIR LEVY
GETTY IMAGES

Hezbollah blasts Israel
with rockets, projectiles

Seven wounded
in bombardment

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIRUT Hezbollah fired about
250 rockets and other projectiles
into Israel on Sunday, wounding
seven people in one of the militant
group’s heaviest barrages in
months, in response to deadly Is-
racli strikes in Beirut while negotia-
tors pressed on with ceasefire ef-
forts to halt the all-out war.

Some of the rockets reached the
Tel Aviv area in the heart of Israel.

Meanwhile, an Israeli strike onan
army centre killed a Lebanese sol-
dier and wounded 18 others in the
southwest between Tyre and Na-
goura, Lebanon’s military said.

The Isracli military expressed re-
gret, saying the strike occurred in
an area of combat against Hezbol-
lah and that the militarys oper-
ations are directed solely against
the militants.

Israeli strikes have killed more
than 40 Lebanese troops since the
start of the war between Israel and
Hezbollah, even as Lebanon’s mil-
1t:u'1.r has largely kept to the side-

Lel'ﬂnnnﬁcarﬂaker prime minis-
ter, Najib Mikati, condemned the
latest strike as an assault on US.-led
ceasefire efforts, calling it a “direct,
bloody message rejecting all efforts
and ongoing contacts” to end the
Widr.

Hezbollah began firing rockets,
missiles and drones into Israel after
Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, attack out of
the Gaza Strip ignited the war
there. Hezbollah has portrayed the
attacks as an act of solidarity with
the Palestinians and Hamas Iran
supports both armed groups.

Israel launched retaliatory air-
strikes at Hezbollah, and in Sep-
tember the low-level conflict erupt-
ed into all-out war as Israel
launched airstrikes across large
parts of Lebanon and killed Hez-
bollah’s top leader, Hassan Nasral-
lah.

The Israeli military said about 250

projectiles were fired Sunday, with
some intercepted.

Isracls Magen David Adom res-
cue service said it treated seven
people, including a 60-year old man
in severe condition from rocket fire
on northern Israel, a man, 23, who
was lightly wounded by a blast in
the central city of Petah Tikva, near
Tel Aviv and a 70-year-old woman
who suffered smoke inhalation
from a car that caught fire there.

In Haifa, a rocdket hit a residential
building that police said was indan-
ger of collapsing.

The Palestine Red Crescent re-
ported 13 injuries it said were
caused by an interceptor missile
that struck several homes in Tulka-
rem in the West Bank. It was un-
clear whether injuries and damage
were caused by rockets or intercep-
tors.

Sirens wailed again in central and
northern Israel hours later.

Israeli airstrikes without warming
on Saturday pounded central Bei-
rut, killing at least 29 people and
wounding 67, according to Leba-
non's Health Ministry.

Meanwhile,
an Israeli
strike on

an army
centre killed
a Lebanese
soldier and
wounded

18 others

in the
southwest
between Tyre
and Naqoura,
Lebanon's
military said

“¥ WAR IN UKRAINE

Moscow oflers forgiveness
of debt to new army recruits

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

KYIV Russian President Viadimir
Putin has signed a law granting
debt forgiveness to new army
recruits who enlist to fight in Uk-
raine.

The measure, whose final version
appeared on a government website
Saturday, underscores Russia’s
needs for military personnel in the
nearly three-year war, even as it
fired a new intermediate-range bal-
listic missile last week.

According to Russian state news
agency Interfax, the new legislation
allows those signing up for a one-
vear contract to write off bad debts
of up to $96430 (L1S).

The law applies to debts for which
a court order for collection was is-
sued and enforcement proceedings
had commenced before this Dec. L
It also applies to the spouses of new
recruits.

Russia has ramped up military
recruttment by offering increasing
financial incentives, in some cases
several times the average salary, to
those willing to fight in Ukraine.

The strategy has allowed the mil-
itary to boost its ranks in the con-
flict zone while avoiding another
mobilization order.

A "partial mobilization” in Sep-
tember 2022 sparked an exodus of
tens of thousands of Russian men,
who fled the country to avoid en-
listment.

The intense and drawn-out war
has strained Russian resources. In

September, Putin called for the mil-
itary to increase its troops by
180,000.

The US, South Korea and Uk-
raine say North Korea sent more
than 10,000 troops to Russia in Oc-
tober, some of whom have recently
begun engaging in combat on the
front lines, piling more pressure on
Ukraine’s also weary and over-
stretched army.

The push for recruits coincides
with the firing of a new intermedi-
ate-range ballistic missile at Uk-
raine on Thursday.

Putin said it was in response to
Kyiv's use of American and British
missiles capable of striking deeper
into Russia.

Ukraine's Securily Service
showed The Associated Press on
Sunday wreckage of the new exper-
imental ballistic missile, which
struck a factory in the central Uk-
rainian city of Dnipro.

The fragments of the missile
called Oreshnik — Russian for hazel
tree, and which the Pentagon said is
based on Russia’s RS-26 Rubezh
intercontinental ballistic missile —
have not been analyzed vet, accord-
ing to security officials on site in an
undisclosed location in Ukraine.
Media were able to see the frag-
ments before they were taken by
investigators,

Charred, mangled wires and an
ashy airframe the size of a large
snow tire was all that remained of
the weapon, which can carry either
comventional or nuclear warheads.

“It should be noted that this is the
first time that the remains of such a
missile have been discovered on the
territory of Ukraine,” said an expert
with Ukraine’s Security Service,
who identified himself only by his
first name Oleh because he wasn't
authorized to discuss the issue with
the media.

A journalist
Views
fragments
of a rocket
that struck
Dnipro last
Thursday,
at a centre
for forensic
analysis in
an undisclosed
lecation

in Ukraine
on Sunday.
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ISRAEL

Rabbi who
went missing
found

dead, three
arrested

THE ASS0OCIATED PRESS

TEL AVIV, ISRAEL Israel said
Sunday the body of an Ismeli-Mol-
dovan rabbi who went missing in
the United Arab Emirates has been
found after he was killed in what it
described as a "heinous antisemitic
terror incident.”

The UAE's Interior Ministry later
said authorities arrested three sus-
pects involved in the killing of Zvi
Kogan.

The statement from Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu's office
said Israel “will act with all means
to seek justice with the criminals
responsible for his death.”

Israeh authorities did not say how
they determined the killing of Ko-
gan was a terror attack.

Kogan, 28, an ultra- Orthodox rab-
bi who went missing on Thursday,
ran a kosher grocery store in the
futuristic city of Dubai, where 1s-
raeclis have flocked for commerce
and tourism since the two coun-
tries forged diplomatic bes in the
2020 Abraham Accords.

The agreement has held through
more than a year of soaring regional
tensions unleashed by Hamas's
Oct. 7, 2023, attack into southern
Israel. But Israel’s devastating re-
taliatory offensive in Gaza and its
invasion of Lebanon, after months
of fighting with the Hezbollah mil-
itant group, have stoked anger
among Emiratis, Arab nationals
and others living in the UAE.

Iran, which supports Hamas and
Hezbollah, has also been threaten-
ing to retaliate against Israel after a
wave of airstrikes Israel carried out
in October in response to an Ira-
nian ballistic missile attack.

WORLD BRIEFS

POLAND

Opposition
chooses leader

Poland's conservative Law and Jus-
tice party, which is trying to regain
its momentum after losing power
last year, on Sunday chose historian
Karol Nawrocki, 41, as its candidate
for president ahead of next year’s
election. The decision caps a week-
end in which the country’s two
largest parties announced their
candidates in next May's election
that will decide the successor to
incumbent President Andrzej Du-
da, whose second and final term
ends in August 2025.

ROMANIA

Populist takes
lead in election

A far-right populist took the lead in
Romania’s presidential election
Sunday, electoral data showed, and
will likely face leftist Prime Minis-
ter Marcel Ciolacu in a runoff in
two weeks, an outcome that rocked
the country's political landscape.
Calin Georgescu, who ran inde-
pendently, led the polls with
around 22 per cent of the vote,
while Ciolacu of the Social Demo-
cratic Party, trailed at 20.6 per cent.
Elena Lasconi of the Save Romania
Union party stood at about 174 per
cent and George Simion, the leader
of the far-night Alliance for the Uni-
ty of Romanians took 4.3 per cent.

MEXICO

Six shot to death
in bar, 5 injured

Gunmen opened fire Sunday at a
bar in southeast Mexico, killing six
and injuring at least five others, ac-
cording to local media reports.Pu-
blic Safety Secretary Omar Garcia
Harfuch said on X the shooting
happened in Villahermosa and fed-
eral authorities are working with
local officials to solve the crime.
STAR WIRE SERVICES
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MAPLE LEAFS

I[t's messy sometimes, but the short-handed Leafs are winning

ROSIE
DIMANND

OPINION

S

No Auston Matthews for an eighth
straight game.

Career-high 13-game pointless
drought for Max Domi, now
amongst the injury sidelined.

One goal in 17 games for hard-luck
Nick Robertson after he led the
squad in the pre-season with five.

All a-jumble in line combinations.

A team still adjusting to the north-
south doctrine preached by Crag
Berube: lots of dump-ins and chase
the puck, a scarcity of rushing surg-
es, once upon a time their signature
style, showcasing speed and daz-
zling offensive talent. Stretch pass
kiboshed. Drop pass mostly abaol-

Yet here the Maple Leafs are,
rounding the quarter mark of the
season atop the Atlantic Division
standings, three points ahead of
reigning Stanley Cup champion
Florida Panthers at puck drop on a
rare Sunday evening game at Sco-
tiabank Arena against the synthet-
ically shape-shifted Utah Hockey
Club — quasi expansion dub but
really the re-lo Arizona Coyotes.
Who walked to the nink, by the way,
giving up on a team bus gridlocked
in uber-congested downtown To-
ronto traffic. Dead men walking to-
ward a 3-2 defeat, tumed out.

For the Leafs, spot-on actually
where they were a yvear ago at this

juncture, but reinvented, net out,
from the playoff gang that routinely
trip-wired out of the post-season.
Which i1s what this regenerated and
rehabilitated outfit is all about, of
course.

Definitely not as entertaining to
watch, though, this iteration of the
Leafs. Distinctly dim wattage
across a lacklustre first period ver-
sus UHC, dreadfully 0-for-2 on the
power play, the atmosphere chur-
chlike as if the crowd was drifting
off to sleep during the sermon and
Utah up 1-0. From dozy to doozy
though in the second, on a one-two
goal punch by red-hot Mitch Mar-
ner and a flash of coast-to-coast
brilliance from William Nylander.

Numbers seven and eight for Mar-
ner — 22 points in a 15-game span,
first multi-goal game and Nith mul-
ti-point game of the season — as he
and Nylander have co-shouldered
the load in the absence of Mat-
thews. First one a power-play goal
on a breakaway. Second one ... still
trying to figure out how Marner
managed to score from the side of
the next, 23 feet away and below the
goal-line. Bent it like Beckhamon a
one-timer.

“We played a lot better straight-
forward north,” Marner explained
of their back-from-flat middle peri-
od. “As soon as we started doing
that, we won a little bit more battles
as well, and made quick plays off it
and got rewarded for it.”

On his first goal, Chris Tanev
pounced on a puck that had squirt-
ed loose and John Tavares head-
manned it to Mamer, who'd snuck

GETTY IMAGES

Leafs forward Mitch Marner
scored twice in a second-period
surge that erased a Utah lead.

behind the Il “Johnny turned up
ice with his head up and free space
in front of him. Just tried to read
what [ had in front of me. There was
a big gap there, so just tried tofind it
and Johnny made a great pass.”

Berube's restrained take on Mar-
ner: “Just business as usual. [ think
he can still shoot a little bit more.”

Not a group hug kind of guy.

From weird goal to wonderful on
wind-shear speed by Nylander —
forehand-backhand and beat Karel
Vejmelka along the ice with his
team-leading l4th goal. They failed,
however, to make any scoring hay
on a two-man advantage late in that
second.

It nearly came back to bite Toron-
to on the arse as Utah pulled within
a goal less than two minutes into
the third, with Jack McBain de-
flecting a wrister past Joseph Woll
on a puck that was otherwise going
about three feet wide. Made for
some manic waning minutes: Vej-
melka twice pulled for the extra

Z

RICHARD LAUTENS TORONTO STAR
Maple Leafs goalie Joseph Woll gets a toe in the way of a point-blank chance by Utah's Michael Carcone on Sunday night at Scotiabank Arena.

A GAME OF INCHES

attacker, Nvlander just a tick late on
an empty netter.

It was a disco ball of scoring high-
lights — three unanswered goals in
the second — which injected buzz
into what had been a deadhead af-
fair. And maybe par for the course
on a team that has scored more
than four goals just three times
across 21 games.

But losing with flair is still losing,
s0 no kvetching from Leafland
about how the Leafs have been do-
ing it. I'n this particular case, with a
decimated forward group and a
clutch of call-up Marlies baby-
faces. Included in that reconstitut-
ed roster: the debut of a Nylander
twosome, Willie and brother Alex,
fresh off signing a contract with the
parent. They even got a bit of pow-
er-play time together. Thrilled a
dewnc.

“1 think William more than Alex, if
that makes any sense,” observed
teammate Morgan Rielly. “A really
special thing for them and their
family, and they*ve earned it. It's not
like you're doing anything just for
good karma”

Bad karma has killed the Leafs,
vear after year.

Instant fan favounte Nikita Gre-
benkin put it in his endearingly
fractured English: “Five guys go
straight. Five guys go back Five
guys go fight. Five guys speak.”

Constant communication on the
ice, he meant, himself included.
“Maybe five years ago my English
was zero. [ use only hello and good-
bve

Well hello honey.

Ea

RAPTORS

Cavaliers prove too much for defence

DOUG SMITH
SPORTS REPORTER

There had been a marked improve-
ment in the Raptors’ defence in a
five-game span heading into Sun-
day.

Theywere still in the bottom third
of the NBA on the season, but
they'd been in the top 10 over the
last 10 days.

They took a few steps backward in
Cleveland.

Raptors

108

Cavaliers

122

Unable to sustain a few good
stretches of high-energy defence,
the Raptors suffered a 122-108 loss
to the Cavaliers and fell to 4-13.
Cleveland shot 50 per cent from the
floor, went 16-for-#l from three-

point range and answered every
Toronto defensive flurry with a
spate of hot shooting,

There 15 no shame n losing to the
Cavaliers; basically the entire NBA
does these days.

With an imposing interior defen-
sive duo of Jarrett Allen and Evan
Mobley and an explosive offence
engineered by Donovan Mitchell,
Cleveland is a league-best 17-1 and
unbeaten in 10 home games.

SEE RAPTORS A17

Jeeno Thitikul is money at the LPGA Tour Championship

hard to complain

BLUES
SWITCHTO
EX-BRUINS
COACH

Drew Bannister
is out as coach
of the 5t. Louis
Blues after less
than a full year
on the job. And
Jim Mont-
gomery is back
behind the
bench of an
NHL team five
days after he
was fired by the
Baston Bruins.
The Blues fired
Bannister on
Sunday and
hired Mont-
gomery — the
23rd head
coaching
change in the
NHL since
January 2023.
THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS

Maple Leafs

*)
e)

Utah HC
‘)
it

Mexi: Wed. at
Panthers

Ty Jerome was
trouble for the
Raptors
defence,
exploding for
26 points in 28
minutes.

BAVID LIAM KYLE
NEAE V1A
GETTY IMAGES

TONIGHT
Pacers

at Raptors
7:30 p.m. (SND)

a cool $4 million (US.) AlS
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CAN'T WIN'EM ALL (NOT THIS "T1IMI)

South
Carolina's
Ashlyn Watkins
guards UCLA's
Janiah Barker
on Sunday.
UCLA handed
South Carolina
— which went
unbeaten on
the way to the
MNCAA title last
season — its
first loss since
April 2023:
77-62 in Los
Angeles. South
Carolina will
lose the No. 1
ranking on
Monday.

ERIC THAYER
THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS

SCEPTRES

Jackson is ‘everybody’s best friend

Toronto’s third-string goalie is an advocate for inclusion, hot dogs and the perfect mullet

KERRY GILLESPIE
SPORTS REPORTER

When Kristen Campbell won the
Professional Women'’s Hockey Lea-
gue goaltender of the year award,
Carly (CJ) Jackson, then Toron-
to's third-stringer, remembers ex-
actly what happened.

She reached out to Jackson and
backup goalie Erica Howe to say:
“This is us. I just won it, but I wish
you guys were here, you know. This
isall of us”

That notably tight netminding
trio from last season has, by neces-
sity, undergone change. Howe —
who is fighting breast cancer at age
32 years — has retired and Raygan
Kirk, fresh out of the NCAA, has
joined the Sceptres as a draft pick.

Even before training camp, Jack-
son had declared this would be a
similarly great trnio: “Kirkie 15 so
solid and the energy she's giving off,
she’s just so happy to be here and
excited to learn and that makes me
excited”

On Jackson, Kirk said: “C.J is just
ove s best friend.”

The Amherst, NS. goalie’s ap-
proach to hockey and life has long
made Jackson a favourite among
teammates and fans alike.

Jackson, who prefers the pronoun
they, is well known at the nnk and
beyond on social media for delight-
ing in everything from mullets
(“the perfect balance of masculinity
and femininity™) to hot dogs ("a
small thing in life that brings me a

TORONTO SCEPTRES
Carly Jackson

lot of joy™).

In Year 5 as a pro, having previous-
ly played with the Buffalo Beauts
and Toronto Six in the Premier
Hockey Federation, Jackson wants
to fill a leadership role with
Sceptres rookies.

Jackson recalled how impactful it
was when Howe and former for-
ward Jess Jones “made me felt like
[ belong™ with the team. “Howcan |
help people feel like they belong
too?”

Belonging and being comfortable
— sometimes too comfortable — in
one’s skin are themes Jackson ex-
plored in the off-season with a foray
into acting. Jackson was cast in
“Pink Light,” a short film by Harri-
son Browne, pro hockey's first pub-
licly transgender player.

“After we did the first scene and
then the second one, (Browne)
comes up to me and goes, ‘CJ, |
know you're comfortable now, so
you need to start acting because my
character in this scene is supposed

to be really awkward, unsure of
himself, feeling out of place and
misgendered and all that kind of
stuff. So, vou need to act,” * Jackson
recalled.

Jackson clicked with the film
about “gender identity and feeling
confident in who you are,” and the
culture on a movie set.

“People were so open with their
emotions, their vulnerability, and
that was cool to experience because
I think you get there in a hockey
season. But to jump right onto a set
with a bunch of people you've never
met before, and then for them to
make you feel so safe and willing to
#o outside of your comfort zone so
quickly, I was blown away.”

Jackson, 27, started hockey at age
nine and would sleep wearing full
goalie gear. The path forward was
cemented.

“Hockey has been a place where
pretty consistently I've felt most
like myself.”

The biggest struggle has been
coming to terms with the uncer-
tainty of the professional game.
Jackson has been on one-year con-
tracts since playing NCAA hockey
at the University of Maine,

“I love being a hockey player; it's
one of the greatest joys of my life,”
Jackson said.

The threat of losing that used to
cause “amdety and fear,” but Jack-
son has worked to replace those
feelings with “love and gratitude”
for the present.

“It's a been a much better mindset

for me, but developing that was re-
ally hard. Living through that was
really hard.”

Jackson was the primary goalten-
der in Buffalo for the 2021-22 sea-
son, but wanted the chance tochase
a championship and moved into a
backup role with the Toronto Six,
who won the title in 2023.

Last season, Toronto topped the
regular-season standings but fal-
tered in the playoffs, losing in the
first round to Minnesota, the even-

Last week in a training camp
scrimmage, the Minnesota Frost
again got the better of Toronto, It
was the first PWHL appearance for
Jackson, who stopped all eight
shots in the third period.

Toronto’s goalie depth chart last
season was well defined: Campbell,
Howe, then Jackson.

Sceptres coach Troy Ryan said at
the time that players embraced
those roles while also pushing and
supporting each other. “When vou
get that on a team, it just works
better”

At this season’s camp, Ryan said:
“We're really excited about who we
have in goal.”

Whatever role Jackson plays, the
plan of action is unchanged: “I to-
tally see that if you do things with
love and gratitude, great attitude
and effort, good things are going to
happen. And whether they do or
not, to be honest, | take pride in
doing it that way. That’s where the
joy comes from.”

Hockey has
been a place
where pretty
consistently
I've felt most
like myself.

CARLY (C.L)
JACKESDM
TOROMNTO
SCEPTRES
GOALIE

NCAA HOCKEY

Opening door to CHLers could lead

ILYAS HUSSEIN
STAFF REPORTER

The hockey landscape will see a
seismic shift next season.

The NCAA recently voted to
make Canadian Hockey League
players eligible for the US. college
game starting Aug. 1, 2025, It's ade-
cision that will reshape the stan-
dard for junmiors pursuing profes-
sional careers in North America,
and coaches, general managers and
agents can already see the benefits,

CHL players will be eligible for
NCAA Division | if they are not
“paid more than the actual and nec-
essary expenses associated with
their participation.” Prospects in
the CHL’s three leagues —
the OHL, QMJHL and WHL —
have been classified as professional
by the NCAA because they get $600
a month for living expenses, losing
Division I eligibility after 48 hours
of training camp. The stipend isn't
considered income for personal tax
purposes.

Allan Walsh, co-managing direc-
tor of Octagon Hockey and a sports

agent representing about 30 play-
ers across the CHL and NCAA, said
the ruling was long overdue: “The
concept of CHL players being clas-
sified as professionals never made
any sense.”

Six months ago, American goal-
tender Nick Avakyan, a Walsh cli-
ent, sued the NCAA when he was
deemed ineligible after three years
in the Western Hockey League. In
response, the NCAA said it would
revisit the rule.

And in August, Canadian defence-
man Rylan Masterson filed a pro-
posed class-action lawsuit ina US
district court, alleging that the
NCAA and several schools violated
antitrust and anti-competitive laws
by excluding him and other
CHLers. Masterson played two
pre-season games for the Ontario
Hockey League’s Windsor Spitfires
in 2022 and hasn't appeared in a
CHL game since, but was ruled in-
eligible.

The Division I council launched a
review of eligibility rules in June,
spurred in part by the fact that
NCAA student-athletes them-

selves have been earning income
from name, image, and likeness
(NIL) rights since 2021

Brandon Naurato, head coach of
the University of Michigan Wolve-
rines men's hockey team, says the
ruling on CHL eligibility will bene-
fit players the most.

“They can have the best of both
worlds,” Naurato said about 15- and
16-year-olds who will no longer
have to choose between the CHL or
another league that would leave the
NCAA open as an option when
they're older.

But more change i1s needed. As it
stands, NHL teams that draft CHL
players retain their rights for two
vears. If they haven't signed a con-
tract by then, they can re-enter the
draft.

For NCAA picks, it's four years
And if they remain unsigned, they
become free agents.

NHL players and owners are ex-
pected to begin talks toward a new
collective agreement early next
vear, and this issue is likely to be on
the agenda.

“It should probably be four years

to more changes

across the board. " Naurato said.

Simon Gagné, a former NHL all-
star and now general manager of
the QMJHL's Quebec Remparts,
shares Naurato's interest in the
NHL rights question and expects
major benefits for major junior
leagues across Canada when losing
NCAA elijibility is no longer a con-
Cerm.

“1 think its going to give us a
chance to have better in all
of our leagues,” Gagné said. “There
are more positives than negatives”

The full impact of structural
change can be hard to predict.
Walsh expects NCAA and CHLrep-
resentatives to meet in the new
year and iron out a formal structure
for players who want to make the
switch to Division L

“Without any understanding, it
will only take one or two rogues to
come in and upset the system,
which will not bode well for play-
ers,” he said.

“We're going to need to get people
in a room to talk about all of the
issues that will be thrown off from
this new reality.”

9&"

Previously
prospectsin
the CHL's
three leagues
had been
classified as
professional
by the NCAA
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AUTO RACING

Verstappen
makes it
four titles
in a row

Fifth in Las Vegas
settles season race
with two to spare

JENNA FRYER

LAS VEGAS Asked how he
planned to celebrate his fourth con-
secutive Formula One champion-
ship, Max Verstappen did a quick
scan of the room searching for a
drop of alcohol.

“Well, I ran out of beer, so | don't
know.” he said. “Maybe another
one, and then maybe I switch to
something else. [ don't need todrive
anymore, so we don’t do the drink
and drive. | don't need to do that.”

Actually, Verstappen can do pretty
much anything he wants after fin-
ishing fifth in the Las Vegas Grand
Prix to beat Lando Norris for the
title with two races remaining.

The Red Bull driver is now a king
of Las Vegas, one year after he ar-
rived in Sin City extremely negative
about the extravagant race on the
famed Strip. He
won and com-
pletely changed
his tune last No-
vember, even
singing “Viva
Las Vegas™ as he
crossed the fin-

Early Sunday,
he used the

A 63-point lead
ensures Max

Verstappen will
be Formula One

street circuit —
where 306,000
fans turned out
over three days

champion.

of racing — to
become only the
sixth driver in F1 history to win at
least four titles. Verstappen needed
only to finish ahead of Norris towin
the title. He started fifth, but wasup
to second by the 10th lap and Nornis
never challenged.

Verstappen is 63 points up on
Norris and a four-time series cham-
pion. His father Jos was once team-
mates with Michael Schumacher,
one of the best in Fl1 history. But
despite being surrounded by great-
ness, Verstappen insisted he never
expected his own career to be so
successful

“When you're growing up racing
some legendary drivers, it's veryim-
pressive that I can even be on the
podium, whenever it is” he said
“Maybe win a championship? It's
already hard enough to win one,
and then of course, you also need a
bit of luck to be in the right team
situation to maybe win more. Luck-
ily, we did that.”

The team celebrated as soon as
the race ended.

“That is a phenomenal, phenom-
enal achievement,” team principal
Christian Homer said on the radio.
“You can be incredibly proud of
yourself”

Verstappen sounded unusually
emotional: “Oh my God, what a sea-
son. Four times. Thank you, thank
you guys. We gave it all”

The race was won by George Rus-
sell, followed by Lewis Hamilton for
the first one-two finish by Mer-
cedes drivers since 2022 Hamilton
roared from 10th on the gnid.

The duo crossed the finish line
under a checkered flag waved by
actor Sylvester Stallone,

Carlos Sainz Jr. finished third for
Ferrari, and the constructor cham-
pionship remains a tight battle be-
tween leader McLaren and Ferrar.
Teammate Charles Leclerc was
fourth. Red Bull won that title —
worth roughly $150 million (US.)
the last two seasons, but has slipped
to third this season.

Verstappen held off Nomis in a
season where the McLaren driver
had him harder than he'd
been challenged since Verstappen's
first title in 2021

“Max deserved to win it. He drove
a better season than I did, he de-
served it more than anyone else,”
MNorris said.

“Max just doesn't have a weak-
ness. When he's got the best car, he
dominates and when he's not got
the best car, he's still just there al-
ways.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

GOLF

Big finish earns big prize

Thitikul takes Tour Championship and record $4M with closing flurry

TIM REYNOLDS

NAPLES, FLA. Down by two
shots with two holes to play, Jeeno
Thitikul knew exactly what was
needed to capture the biggest prize
in women's golf history.

And an eagle-birdie finish — for
the second straight day — made it
happen.

Thitikul claimed the record-set-
ting, $4-million (US) cheque by
winning the CME Group Tour
Championship on Sunday. The
payout was bigger than the win-
ner’s share from three of this year's
four major men’s championships,

“Today, standing here with the
trophy, it's more than | can ask for,”
Thitilkoul said.

The Zl-year-old Thai golfer shot
7-under-par 65 and finished the
weekend at 22 under, one shot
ahead of Angel Yin — who had a
two-shot lead walking to the 17th
tee but wound up second, worth $1
million. Yin, who missed the start of
the season with a broken leg, hardly
sounded defeated after more than
doubling her 2024 earnings in four
days.

“I'm pretty awesome,” Yin said.

Olympic gold medallist Lydia Ko
shot 63 and finished third at 17 un-
der, including nine birdies in a 13-
hole span. Brooke Henderson of
Smiths Falls, Ont. carded a 66 on
the final day and tied foreighthat 13
under.

Ruoning Yin wound up alone in
fourth at16 under, and LPGA player
of the year Nelly Korda finished at
15 under, along with Narin An.

Ayaka Furue, at 13 under, locked
up the Vare Trophy as the LPGAS
season-long scoring champion.

“1 feel very happy to have this tro-
phy in my hands,” said Furue, the
first Japanese golfer to win it.

The title chase came down to the
18th hole, with Thitilal and Yin tied
at 21 under after a back-and-forth
battle atop the leaderboard —
knowing a mistake could cost them

$3 million.

Both hit the fairway on 18. Thiti-
kul's approach was nearly perfect,
stopping about five feet from the
cup. Yin's response wound up 15
feet away, giving Thitikul the edge
as they walked up the fmirway. She
smiled broadly approaching the
green, almost as if she knew what
was about to happen

Yin's birdie putt just missed; Thi-
tikul's was dead centre, and history
was hers.

Plans for all that cash?

Jeeno Thitikul
shot a
7-under-par 65
on Sunday in
Maples, Fla.

S5COTT
TAETSCH
GETTY IMAGES

“Definitely spend it,” Thitikul
said. “That’s an honest answer, for
sure. Definitely going to spend it for
a little while.”

She had already earmned a $l-mil-
lion bonus in a competition based
on how golfers score on a desig-
nated hole each week. Add it up and
it was a whopping $5-million week-
end for Thitikul, who shot 8 under
on the 17th and 18th holes over four
days at Tiburon Golf Club.

“All the hard work paid off,” said
Thitikul.

Lexi Thompson — a 15-time win-
ner as a pro who plans to step away
from full-time golf — finished at 2
under.

It’s not clear how often Thompson
plans to play in 2025 and beyond.
That said, she will return to Tibu-
ron the week of Dec. 9 for the Grant
Thomton Invitational, where she'll
team with Rickie Fowler in the
event featuring PGA Tour and
LPGA Tour members.

“I'm not going anywhere, guys”
Thompson said.

Two golfers planned to retire after
Sunday’s round: Marina Alex, who
shot 66 to finish at 12 under par, and
Ally Ewing, who closed with a 68 to
get to 1l under.

“I'm happy to have ended on my
best,” the 34-year-old Alex said
with a bottle of sparkling wine in
her right hand. a bouquet of flowers
in the other.

Added the 32-year-old Ewing:
“I've been at peace with my deci-
sion. It's just so nice to be able to
share the walk with my family this
week”

In the end, though, the weekend
belonged to Thitikul And as the
sun was setting, she was ready for
the off-season to begin with a cele-
bration.

“Anybody hungry? she asked. “1
am.”

With Sunday’s cheque, she could
dine anywhere she wants for a
while

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SPORTS BRIEFS

TENNIS

Sinner seals
Cup repeat

No. l-ranked Jannik Sinner
clinched a second consecutive Da-
vis Cup for Italy, and capped a
breakthrough season, by beating
Tallon Griekspoor 7-6 (2), 6-2 for a
2-0 win over the Netherlands in
Sunday’s final in Malaga, Spain.
Matteo Berrettini had put Italy
ahead with a 64, 6-2 victory over
Botic van de Zandschulp — the last
man to beat Rafael Nadal before
retirement — in the opening sin-
gles. The Italians, backed by a loud
contingent of fans playing drums
and armed with megaphones in the
crowd of 9200, became the first
repeat champion since the Czech
Republic in 2012 and 2013,

SOCCER

Salah, Liverpool
pulling away

Liverpool increased its Premier
League lead to eight points — the
largest margin after 12 rounds in
more than 30 years — with a 3-2
win over Southampton, including a
pair of second-half goals by Mo-
hamed Salah. With 10 goals on the
season, Salah i1s second only to
Manchester City's Erling Haaland,
with 12. Elsewhere, Marcus Rash-
ford scored 81 seconds in, but Man-
chester United was held toal-ltie at
Ipswich in Ruben Amorim's debut
as manager. United is in 12th place,
15 points out of top spot.

MLS East final
matchup set

Orlando City advanced to the MLS
Eastern final with a 1-0 home victo-
ry over Atlanta United. Seeded
fourth, Odando City will host the
No. 7 New York Red Bulls, who
eliminated New York City FC next
Saturday with a trip to the Dec. 7
MLS final on the line.

GOLF

McNealy ends
drought in style

From the 18th fairway at the RSM
Classic, part of a four-way tie for the
lead, Maverick McNealy hit to
within five feet and made a birdie
putt for his first PGA Tour victory
after 134 starts. The win earned
McNealy, who shot 16-under-par
266, a spot in next years Tourna-
ment of Champions in Maui and
April's Masters. Daniel Berger mis-
sed a 20-foot birdie attempt on the
18th and tied for second, but moved
inside the season’s top 125 and kept
full tour privileges for 2025, Cana-
dian Mackenzie Hughes tied for
fifth at 14 under.

CRICKET

Auction record
hits $3.2 million

Wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh Pant
became the most expensive player
in Indian Premier League history
when he was sold to Lucknow Su-
per Giants for $3.2 million (US) in
cricket’s mega auction, which ends
Monday in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
STAR WIRE SERVICES

Liverpool's
Mohamed
Salah, battling
for possession
with
Southampton's
Jack Stephens,
scored a pair in
Sunday's
Premier League
victory.

SEAN RYAMN
THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS

OBITUARY RICO CARTY

Batting champ
ended career
with Blue Jays

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rico Carty, who won the 1970 Na-
tional League batting title with a
major league-best 366 average for
the Atlanta Braves, died at age 85.

Major League Baseball, the play-
ers’ association and the Braves paid
tribute to Carty on social media on
Sunday. No further details were
provided.

“Carty was one of the first ground-
breaking Latino stars in the major
leagues, and he established himself
as a hero to mul-
lions in his na-
tive Dominican
Republic, his
hometown of
San Pedro de
Macoris, and
the city of Atlan-
ta, where he was
a beloved fan fa-
vourite,” the
plavers’ associ-

Rico Carty
ation said in a retired as a

statement.

Nicknamed
Beeg Mon, Carty fimished his 15-
vear plaving career with the Blue
Jays. He made his debut with Atlan-
ta in September 1963. He batted
330 with 22 homers and 88 RBlsin
his first full season in 1964 and fin-
ished second to Dick Allen for roo-
kie of the year.

The Braves moved from Milwau-
kee to Atlanta after the 1965 season,
and Carty had the franchise’s first
hit in its new home against Pitts-

His best year was 1970, batting
366 with 25 homers and a career-
best 101 RBIs. He also started the
all-star game, joining Willie Mays
and Hank Aaron in the NL outfield.

Carty hit 299 with 204 homers
and 890 RBIls with six teams and
retired after the 1979 season, his
second with Toronto,

Jay in 1979.
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After a B6-yard touchdown play gave Washington a chance to tie, Austin Seibert missed the convert (for the second time in the game) wide left with 21 seconds
to go in Sunday's 34-26 loss to Dallas. The Commanders attempted an onside kick, which Cowboy Juanyeh Thomas took to the house for the final margin.

Mahomes does it again

Chiefs QB delivers
win with drive
in final seconds

STEVE REED

CHARLOTTE, NC. Ten yards into a
scramble, Patrick Mahomes could
have easily slid for a first down or
simply ducked out of bounds and
moved on to the next play.

Instead, the three-time Super
Bowl MVP cut back inside and
raced another 23 vards up the field,
helping to set up Spencer Schrad-
er's 3lvard field goal as time ex-
pired and the Chiefs held on to beat
the Carolina Panthers 30-27 on
Sunday.

“At that point, yards are more im-
portant than getting out ofbounds.™
Mahomes said. “With three time-
outs, I just tried to just cut through,
and Justin Watson had a great
block and was able to get down the
field and get out of bounds.™

The game-winning drive was the

M
27

Chi.e.fs
o)

2ist of Mahomes' career, and the
Chiefs won a game decided in the
final seconds for the fifth time this
season. Eight of the Chiefs’ wins
have come by one-score margins.

“You always want to have some
blowouts and be a little calmer in
the fourth quarter, but I've always
said it could be a good thing when
vou get to the playoffs later in the
season — knowing that you have
been in those moments before, and
knowing how to attack 1t play by
play, not making it too big of a mo-
ment,” Mahomes said.

Then he smiled and added: “But I
would say this, more than anybody,
I would love to win a game not by
the very last play.”

GRANT HALVERSOM TRIEUHE HEWS EER'u'IE E

JaTavion Sanders of the Panthers —

who landed awkwardly after a

catch, tackled by Drue Tranquill of the Chiefs — was taken to hospital,
where he was evaluated for a neck injury and released

Mahomes completed 27 of 37 pas-
ses for 269 yards and three touch-
downs in his first game at Bank of
America Stadium and ran for 60
vards — including 33 on that last-
minute play. The Chiefs scored on
six of their eight possessions and
improved to 10-1

Noah Gray caught four passes for
66 yards and scored two touch-
downs for the second straight week,
and DeAndre Hopkins also found
the end zone for the two-time de-
fending champions. Kareem Hunt
ran for 68 yards on 16 carries and
caught three passes for 19 yards.

Quarterback Bryce Young played
well for Carolina, finishing 21 of 35
for 262 yards and a touchdown and
leading the Panthers back from an
1l-point deficit in the fourth quarter
to tie the game — on Chuba Hub-
bard’s one-yard touchdown run and
two-point conversion with 1:46 re-
maining.

Panthers coach Dave Canales,
who benched Young earlier this
season for veteran Andy Dalton,
said last vear’s No. 1 draft pick “abso-

lutely” will remain the team's start-
er next week.

“Bryce is certainly making the
most of his opportunities,” Canales
said. “And he is making a statement
to all of us. Showing us he can make
plays in critical areas. He did a great
job extending today.”

Said Young: “For me, | just want to
focus on what [ can control Re-
gardless, [ always have the same
mindset and preparation, wanting
to be better throughout the week. I
am definitely grateful for confi-
dence.”

stll, there 15 room for improve-
ment.

The Panthers moved the ball well,
but struggled in the red zone result-
ing in field goals of 30, 32, 29 and 33
yvards by Eddy Pineiro, the most
accurate kicker in NFL history.

Kansas City's Travis Kelce fin-
ished with six catches for 62 yards
and moved into third place on the
NFL career list for receiving yards
by a tight end, behind Tony Gon-
zalez and Jason Witten.
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Manning can
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EL SEGUNDO, CALIF. Archie
Manning can empathize with what
Jack Harbaugh will be going
through again on Monday night.
For the first time in 1l years, the
85-vear-old patriarch of the Har-
baugh family has to be a neutral
observer with Jim's Los Angeles
Chargers hosting John's Baltimore
Ravens in the third matchup be-
tween the coaching brothers.
Manning, more than anvone,
knows the attention and conflicting
emobions. He went through it three

relate to Harbaughs dilemma

times when his sons faced off: quar-
terbacks Peyton and Eh Manning.
Peyton won all three meetings with
Elis New York Giants — with the
Indianapolis Colts in 2006 and
2000, then the Derver Broncos in
2013.

At least Manning and wife Olivia
had something to root for during
those games: the offences theirsons
were leading. Jack and Jackie Har-
baugh can’t since the head coaches
are responsible for all aspects.

“The first thing is, you're proud
because it is pretty unique. The sec-
ond thing 1s, vou don't like it,” Ar-

chie Manning said in a recent tele-
phone interview. “You're proud
that both are in the National Foot-
ball League, but you just assume it
wouldn't happen. It wasn't fun. I
guess we were lucky it happened
only three times. Heck, they could
have been in the same division and
done it 20 times.”

Jack Harbaugh, who didn't do in-
terviews this past week, and wife
Jackie will be watching from a dis-
tance on Monday. They will be at
daughter Joanie’s house in Florida
Thanksgiving, and to celebrate
their 63rd wedding anniversary.

TONIGHT

Ravens at
Chargers

8 pm, (ABC/
CTV2/T5N4)

NFL ROUNDUP

Buccaneers 30

Giants 7

Tampa Bay quarterback Baker
Mayfield embarrassed the woeful
Giants with his arm and legs at East
Rutherford, N.J. If that wasn't
enough, he rubbed it in by mimick-
ing New York fan favourite Tommy
DeVito's celebratory dance after
scoring a touchdown “Tribute to
Tommy,” said a straight-faced May-
beld, who catapulted into the end
zone on a spectacular 10-yard
scramble for one of Tampa Bav's
four rushing majors. The Bucca-
neers beat the Giants with new
starting quarterback DeVito to
snap a four-game losing skid and
extend New York's to six.

Lions 24

Colts 6

Jahmyr Gibbs rushed for two
scores and David Montgomery
added a third touchdown run, lead-
ing Detroit to a road win over Indi-
anapolis. Gibbs finished with 21 car-
ries for 90 yards and the Lions im-
proved to10-1, the best start in fran-
chise history, by extending their
league-high win streak to nine.

Dolphins 34

Patriots 15

Tua Tagovailoa threw for 317 yards
and four touchdowns, including
two to running back De'Von
Achane, and Miami routed visiting
New England The 5-6 Dolphins
have a thin margin for error, but
remain afloat with a three-game
win streak. Tagovailoa, 7-0 against
New England, entered the game
with a league-high 734 per cent

completion rate and went 29 for 40.

Titans 32

Texans 27

Will Levis threw for 278 vards, and
his 70~yard touchdown pass to Chig
Okonkwo put Tennessee on top in
the fourth quarter against Houston.
The Texans had a chance to tie it
with less than two minutes remain-
ing, but Ka'imi Fairbairn's 28-yard
field-goal attempt sailed wide left.

Broncos 29

Raiders19

Bo Nix passed for 273 vards and
two touchdowns — bringing his to-
tal to 15, breaking the franchise roo-
kie record set by Marlin Briscoe in
1968 — and Denver beat the reeling
Raiders on the road for the first
time since 2015. Las Vegas has lost
SEVETN in a row,

Vikings 30

Bears 27 (0OT)

Sam Damold threw for 90 of his
330 yards in overtime to set up
Parker Romo’s game-ending 29-
yard field goal, and Minnesota won
in Chicago despite giving up 1l
points in the final 22 seconds of
regulation. Cairo Santos made a 48-
yard field goal as time expired to
force overtime. Caleb Williams
threw for 340 yvards and two touch-
downs for the Bears, who have lost
five straight.
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- Momentum
lost to mistak
RAPTORS FROM A13 Jonathan CANADA
Mogbo hadone PERFECT
To Toronto’s credit, there were of his best AT FIBA
stretches when they were flying, games as a QUALIFIER
not surprisingly at the same time Raptor in
C.J. HOLMES TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE | they upped the defensive intensity. Cleveland. Trae Bell-
MNets players get helmet stickers for adhering to offensive and And as it's been for the five previ- Haynes led the
defensive staples, but also for personal milestones and achievements. | ous games, it wasn't schemes — it way and Cana-
was work. dadugdeepto
“We're really trying to focus on beat Mexico
Nets look to oo A o et Wt ilg” (G MY e 83.73inFIBA
. . . Darko Rajakovic said. Emeufrﬂmtangihledﬁf]?pmmtal AmeriCup
ormotivation that sticks | Je=sthmemaben swfioace Mome: sate.
we're not trying to reinvent the canbe charted by the shooting pro- Saskatoon on
wheel. gression of Jonathan Mogbao. Sunday. Bell-
“We're really trying todowhat we  The six-foot-nine rookie forward Haynes had 20
do, but do it better, and todo it with was exclusively a back-to-the-bas- points, seven
C.J. HOLMES nis Schrider said. more intensity, more attention to ket player in college. Over two sea- assists, five
The history of helmet stickersis a | detail. Guys are doing a good job sonsat two schools, in 64 games,he rebounds and a
NEW YORK HReporters who at- bit complicated. According to | responding to that, and hopefully attempted just two three-pointers. Dalr-_:rf steals,
tended a recent Nets practice in sportdecals.com, it started with | we continue trending the right He missed them both. hflﬂlﬁﬂ Canada
Brooklyn were greeted by astrange Ohio State football trainer Ernie | way.” He's going to have to be a shooter improve to 4-0.
in was con o 0 Survive in iondu Ka-
ight. Biggs in the fall of 1968. He The trend didn't continue long t ive in the NBA, and the Mfiondu K
Spread across threeshelvesonthe  looking for ways to motivate his | enough in Cleveland. Every time tors are working hard with him. bengele added
far end of the court sat 18 black players and chose to give them a | the Raptors made a run fuelled by The improvement hasn't been 15pointsandi2
football helmets with white face- sticker for less-celebrated in-game | defence, they make a handful of stark, but hes now two-for-eight rebounds. The
masks. Brooklyn was written achievements, such as throwing a | mistakes and the Cavaliers would from three-point range and made Canadians will
the side of each — in the key block in the fourth quarter of a | take control again. his second in the first half Sunday.  play in the final
team’s fancy, old-school font. tie game. Other top programs such | Mitchell scored 26 points, and Al-  Mogbo, who is going to get every round of the
No, they were not reserved foran  as Michigan Florida State and Ge- | len was 10-for-13 from the fieldina chance to become the first big off group stagein
upcoming crossover event with Gi-  orgia adopted the concept over the | 23-point performance to go along the bench, had one of his best February
ants and Jets players. The helmets  years. It remains an important | with Il rebounds. Ty Jerome made  games with 13 points and seven re-  against Nic-
are being used by the Nets as a football tool today. four three-pointers and scorched bounds against the Cavaliers. aragua and host
unique culture-building tool. However, some claim the practice | Toronto with 26 points off the Mexico. Next
“I'm going to keep it asecret, butif began with Jim Young a former | bench. Walter stays home year's Amer-
somebody else wants to tell you, assistant coach at Miamiin1965.In | None of the Raptors had what With more players coming back iCup starts Aug.
they can.” leading scorer Cam Tho-  hisbook “Rutgers Football: A Gridi- | would be considered an excellent from injuries and a need to get 23inManagua,
mas said. ron Tradition in Scarlet,” Michael | game. some consistent playing time, first- Nicaragua.
Luckily, head coach Jordi Fernan-  Pellowski wrote that former defen- | It took Scottie Barnes 14 shots to  round draft pick Ja'Kobe Walter is THECANADIAN
dez was willing to explain. He cred- sive backs coach Dewey King was | score 18 points, RJ Barrett was six- not with the Raptors on their four- #ress
ited his assistants for the idea. one of the first to award helmet | for-18 from the field. And while Ja- game road trip. Barnes will play ma-
Each Net has a helmet assigned, stickers in 1961 kob Poelt] had 18 rebounds, he shot  jor minutes, Bruce Brown is due
and there is also a team helmet. Now the trend has found its way | just five-for-12. back any time and Walter would
Like in football, players get helmet  into basketball. Gradey Dick had 18 points, but just sit in the NBA
stickers for adhering to offensive  “You can get stickers for being re- | spent the final few minutes in the “He needs playing time now, he
and defensive staples, but also for ally good in the weight room,” Fer- | locker room having some left calf needs rhythm,” Rajakovic saud. “So,
personal milestones and achieve- nandez explained. “You can get | soreness treated. for the foreseeable future, he's go-
ments. [tisacool way forcoachesto  stickers for doing your shooting | Toronto also missed 12 free ing to be with 905 and ramping up
recognize players for what they do metric drills and so forth. It's not | throws in 34 attempts — an inex- with them.”
for the team. just for the guys who play a lot of | cusable rate — and saw Cleveland  Walter had 13 points in about 24
“After games, people have chains, minutes, so we try to do it in a way | turn15 turnovers into13 pointsand  minutes Sunday and the G League
but we have those helmets and this  where everybody can get them.” get 11 second-chance points off 4 Raptors 905 beat the Long Island
is great to have,” point puard Den- NEW YORK DAILY NEWS offensive rebounds, Nets 130-115 in Mississauga.
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TODAY'S FORECAST:|  LOCAL FIVE-DAY FORECAST: ¢ The Weather
High: Low: wiww.thoweathernotwork,com Network
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except when he drinks

L5t
TESHER

ADVICE

My boyfriend is the sexiest guy | know. He
wakes up with a twinkle in his eye that makes
you want to be close with him. He's fun and
funny, and when he shines his light on you,
the rest of the world just disappears.

He makes me feel so special all the time and
I know he loves me. His one downfall is that
when he drinks more than one or two drinks,
depending on the drink, he snores like a bull-
dozer and farts in his sleap.

Well, you can imagine those nights are far
from sexy. But, of course, with some alcohol
in him, he wants to get intimate. | refuse on
those nights, and he gets angry. Luckily, he
falls asleep so it's a short-lived argument.

But in the morning, there's lots of apol-
ogizing, rehashing and explaining (on both
sides). I'm over the aftermath. Can we just
skip that middle section?

No Snore-play

The best way to deal with this is to discuss it
before it happens again. He knows what he
does because he apologizes. He also knows
why vou get upset. Make a plan that on the
nights he wants to drink, he'll sleep on the
couch, alone. It's not a punishment or a reflec-
tion on your love; it's about compromise and

respect.

I've been with a great guy for two years. |
know he loves me and wants to spend the
rest of his life with me. | get on well with his
family, who also love me. Everyone asks
when we'll get married. We're both older (I'm
40 and he's 53) and we've both been un-
happily married once before. For the first
time, he's with someone who makes him
want to have a family.

I've had some bad relationships in the past
and dealt with infidelity and gaslighting. I've
worked hard to trust people, and | try my best
to be open-minded and kind.

About 15 years ago, in my partner’s last
relationship, he cheated. Once caught, he
and his “friend" discontinued communica-
tion until a few years ago when his marriage

was ending. He reached out to apologize for
not responding to her request for a profes-
sional reference.

| honestly feel the affair was justified, as he
was in a sexless relationship. He recounted
to me how unattractive and unloved he felt
during the end of that relationship. | get it.

This “friend" occasionally has sent bizarre
and childlike, but overall friendly and innoc-
uous mail to his work office.

| don't have issue with the content of the
mail (crayon drawings and hastily scrawled
messages) or that she sends this mail once a
year. No new mail has arrived in two years,
but am | justified in asking that my partner
request she send it to our house rather than
the office?
Not The Ex-wife
[ understand why you wouldn't want the mail
to go to his office (totally inappropriate and
unprofessional), but why would you want
their correspondence to continue at all? They
met when he was unhappy, she appeased him,
he got caught, and his marriage dissolved.
Why bring her back into the picture?

I strongly suggest you ask your partner if he
would consider ending their relationship

If he refuses, calmly continue the conversa-
tion and determine what he hopes to get out of
that relationship. Hopefully, he can see from
vour POV why it would be better for him to
end it and focus on your healthy relationship.
Feedback Regarding the miserable man (Sept.
25):
Reader1“Continue to investigate the tinnitus.
My cousin developed persistent tinnitus that
turned out to be a brain tumour behind his
ear; it was not cancerous, but it was removed
and solved the issue.”
Reader 2 “Try low-level music. That gives the
brain something more ‘organized’ to listen to,
rather than the tinnitus. Works for me! And
you're right, stressing about it is the veryworst
thing to do. We often don't like the changes we
have to adapt to, but if there’s nothing to be
done about them, then acceptance is the best
response.”
LiSI TESHER IS AN ADVICE COLUMNIST
FOR THE STAR BASED IN TORONTO.
SEND YOUR RELATIONSHIP QUESTIONS
VIA EMAIL: LISI@THESTAR.CA

The Mercury retrograde starts
today. Over the course of the
next three weeks, we can expect
ISsLes {0 arse concerning
communication, commerce and
tech. For those of us with plans
to travel for the holiday season,
we should take as many
precautions as possible to deal
with last-minute changes.
Because the current cosmic
weather emphasizes a need for
camaraderie and connection, this
is an ideal time to reconnect with
people from the past or family
and friends we've been missing,
ARIES

(March 21to April 19)

Expect challenges with travel.
Have a backup planin place.
Meanwhile, if you have

an important decision to make,
consider getting expert advice.
TAURUS

(April 20 to May 20)

You may need to revise your
financial goals. Take time to draft
up a new strategy that enables
you to reach them.

GEMINI

(May 21to June 20)

It's a great time to reconnect
with your partner. The timing

is also ideal for reaching out

to a former client or someone
you've collaborated with.
CANCER

(June 21to July 22)

If you have household choresor a
home-related project you haven't
had time to do, you should be
able to find the time now.

LED

(July 23 to Aug. 22)

You might find a renewed interest
in an old hobby or creative idea.
If you're already working

on a creative project,

focus on edits and revisions.
VIRGOD

(Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)

If you haven't been feeling your
best, take time out for your

Expect tech issues or issues with
communication. Patience will be
needed. Your natural charm can

help diffuse a misunderstanding.

SCORPIO

(Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)

There could be problems

with money or payments that
could leave you feeling anxious.
Do your best to sort it out.

SAGITTARIUS

{Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)

Watch what you say now

because your words can be
easily misconstrued. Also,
avoid rushing into decisions.

CAPRICORN

(Dec. 22 to Jan.19)
Sometimes it's best to let things
happen in their own time rather

than trying to force the outcome

you want.
AQUARIUS

(Jan. 20 to Feb.18)
You might receive word from
an old friend or feel inspired

to reconnect with one.
Community is good for the soul.

PISCES

(Feb. 19 to March 20)
You may need to reassess

your career plans or goals. If you
hold a leadership role of any kind,
consider how you can improve

where needed.

FOR TODAY'S BIRTHDAY
You're intelligent, insightful and
idealistic. Learning will always be
something you enjoy. You are
unafraid to ask the big questions
about life. You crave to under-
stand as much as possible about
yourself and the world at large.
You're always on the search for
meaningful experiences. A dull
existence is not for you. You're
always thinking about the next

goal you want to reach or the next
adventure you want to have, This
year, your access to friendship
and community will pave the path
to your happiness and success.
BIRTHDATE OF

Christina Applegate, actor;

lohn Larroquette, actor;
Stephanie Hsu, actor.
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THEATRE

A song’s study

FILM

Beaver fever

How a slapstick movie about
beavers became an indie hit B4

New docu-concert to explore
Don McLean’s ‘American Pie’ B4

SINESS

SMART
MONEY

FOILLING THI,
FRAUDSTERS

Canadians are losing a staggering amount
to fraud. Here’s how to protect vourself
from becoming a victim this holiday season

HAYDEN GODFREY
STAFF REPORTER

Jack Fitzpatrick knew something was up
when he got a call from his 75-year-old moth-
er asking him if he was in jail.

His mother, who had recently purchased a
flip phone after vears of aversion to tech-
nology, told him that she'd received a call
from someone claiming to be him; they
sounded just like him and even referred to
her using the nickname that Fitzpatrick has
been calling her since he was a kid. She was
told by the caller that she needed to send him
$6,000 via FedEx immediately to pay for a
lawver to bail him out.

She needed to send the money to Quebec,
which was especially curious seeing as she
lives in a small town in northern New Brun-
swick and her son lives just outside Halifax

Fitzpatrick knew right away that it was a
scam, but the detail with which it was execut -
ed took him aback.

“I'd like to think I'm pretty security-aware,
but again, they had my voice and they had my
mom’s name,” Fitzpatrick, 39, says, now a few
months removed from the experience.

Though he was able to stop her from send-
ing anything to anyone, the fact that she
could be targeted so specifically and convine-
ingly was alarming.

Falling for scams has never been easier. In
2022, Canadians lost more than $58 million
to spear phishing scams, which are a form of
scam that target individuals with specific
names, events or pieces of information, ac-
cording to the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre
— in other words, highly personalized cyber-
attacks that can come via text message, email
SEE FRAUD, B3
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Mortgage

up for
renewal?

Read on

DAVID
ASTON

;’ !
- 'I OPINION
_—

You're probably aware that the
Bank of Canada has been making a
series of cuts in its “policy” interest
rate to shmulate the sluggish Cana-
dian economy.

Expect those culs to drive variable
and short-term interest rates sub-
stantially lower in the next year for
products like existing variable-rate
mortgages. Just don't count on big
reductions in long-term rates from
current levels, which affect prod-
ucts like new five-vear fixed-rate
mortgages,

“Even though the Bank of Canada
is cutting, that doesn’t mean long-
term interest rates are going to
come down, says Douglas Porter,
chief economist at BMO Financial
Group. “1 wouldn't count on big de-
clines in long-term vields from
here.”

To be sure, long-term rates have
fallen a lot since October 2023, But
while no one can predict future
rates with certainty, there are rea-
sons to think long-term rates may
have bottomed and could end up a
vear from now not too far from
current levels,

That should temper expectations
about the degree to which falling
rates will provide further boosts to
the economy and housing market.

Variable versus long-term rates
Behind the divergence in variable
versus long-term rate outlooks is
the difference in how those rates
are determined. The Bank of Cana-
da policy rate strongly impacts the
path of variable and short-term
rates, but it has less influence over
longer-term rates. Those are large-
ly determined in the bond market
and reflect additional factors.

The policy rate 1s also known as
the target overnight rate. It is the
target rate set by the Bank of Cana-
da for financial institutions bor-
rowing and lending between them-
selves for one day. 1t strongly influ-
ences variable lending rates such as
the “prime” rate, which in turn is
generally used as a base rate for
variable-mortgage rates. It also
strongly influences rates for depos-
it products like high-interest sav-
ings accounts and term deposits
with short maturities (especially
SEE ASTOM B3

SHOPPING

Forget more ‘stuff” These holiday gifts are game-changers

LESLEY-ANNE SCORGIE
CONTRIBUTING COLUMMNIST

Plastic toys. Another gaming de-
vice. Candles, Socks. Chocolates.
Instead of your usual approach to
giving “stuff,” imagine you used
your money to give game-changer
gifts this holiday season. Here are a
few ideas that have a big impact.

Money for education
It could be for a Registered Educa-

tion Savings Plan (RESP). A new-
born today is expected to pay more
than $100000 for post-secondary
education costs after high school.
An RESP provides funds for those
future costs. The added benefit of
giving an RESP gift is that there is a
20 per cent government match of
contributions through the Canada
Education Savings Grant (up to a
maximum match of $500 annual-
ly). This makes your gift go even
further!

You could also consider financial
support for tuition and books.
Though there’s not a government
grant for this, it could make a huge

difference for a student in your life.

Money toward a down payment

If vour loved one is working hard to
save up for their first home, money
toward their First Home Savings
Account could be a game changer.
For most first-time buyers, it takes
years to build up a down payment,

s0 you could repeat this strategy
and make small contributions ev-
ery year until they buy. This also
lightens the financial burden for
parents and grandparents who are
often being asked for larger sums
for down payment contributions.

Help fund a big goal

Is your family member or friend
launching a business, starting a
family, changing their career
SEE GIFTS B3
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The airy living room has hardwood floors, a fireplace and a sizable front-facing window.

Renovated East York bungalow
has second-storey potential

At $950,000, property is listed less than homes in similar neighbourhoods

ANASTASIABLOSSER
AND VANESSA TIBERIO
STAFFREPORTERS

Price $949900

Neighbourhood East-York
X-factor This recently renovated
detached bungalow at 9 O’Connor
Drive, near Broadview Avenue, has
two plus one bedrooms, two bath-
rooms and an open-concept fin-
ished basement.

Located in a prime neighbour-
hood, it could be turned into a two-
story home if needed, according to
Desmond Brown, a local real estate
agent.

Having recently hit the market,
the property is in a “prime East
York neighbourhood with a lot of
bungalows,” said Brown.

The north-facing facade is
marked by a red door, red brick, and
beige upper panelling,

The main floor features hardwood
flooring throughout the dining and
living area and two bedrooms
tucked down a short hallway. The
primary bedroom has a walkout
door connected to the backyard,
while the second room can fit two
single beds,

A white fireplace sits in the middle
of the living room coupled with a
sizable front-facing window. The
house offers a galley kitchen layout
with stainless steel appliances and a
glass-tiled backsplash.

To descend to the basement, the
house boasts a custom-built wood-
en vertebrae staircase. The versa-
tile finished basement offers the
potential for a third bedroom and
has a fireplace in the main space,
The basement also has a bathroom
with a jetted tub and white-tiled
shower.

The fully fenced backyard has a wooden deck and a hammaock.

The fully fenced backyard fea-
tures a wooden deck, a hammaock
and a natural gas line for barbecues.
Brown says the East York area is in
“a family-onented, safe neighbour-
hood.”

As for ideal buyers, listing agent
Anushki Bodhinayake says this
home “appeals to a wide range of
people” from first-time home-
buyers or those looking to down-
size.

“I've had quite a few older people
downsizing checking out this
home. It's (also) a great home to
upgrade to from a condo.”

According to Bodhinayake, the
home also has the potential toadd a
second storey above the main floor.

Is it listed at its value?
As for its price, Brown says the
home 1s histed for less than bunga-
lows typically go for in similar
neighbourhoods.

“Bungalows in this market are

selling anywhere between $11 to
$1.2 million.” he said.

Bodhinayake says the house 1s list -
ed using an “underpricing strategy.”

“We're allowing the market to de-
cide what it's worth. We've priced it
within range, but we are anticipat-
ing it’s going to go over,” she said.

According to the Toronto Region-
al Real Estate Board's monthly
market watch report, the average
price of a detached house in East
York was $1.314.923,

The front
facade has
red brick,
beige upper
panelling, and
a statement
red door.

ADVICE

Looking for clarity on child support laws

LISA GELMAN
FAMILY LAW COLUMMIST

Q | have al4-year-old daughter
and | haven't been in her life since
she was a baby. She lives full time
with her mom in Torontoand isin
Grade 9. Her mom recently asked
me to pay child support. | don't
think | should have to since she

is already 14 and | am not a part
of her life. Can you please advise
if | have to pay, and if so, for

how long?

A The short answer is yes, you are
legally obliged to pay child support
to your daughter’s mother.

Child support 1s the money that
one parent pays to the other, to
support children financially. Child
support is the right of the child and
doesn't depend on if you are in your
child’s life or not.

There are two categories of child
support. The first is called table
child support, which means paying
for everyday expenses, such as food,
dothing and making sure they have
a roof over their heads.

Think of this first category as the
financial fuel that keeps your child'’s
life running smoothly. How do you

calculate the amount? In most
cases, it's quite simple. It is strictly
based on the payor’s annual in-
come. Once your income 1s estab-
lished, it 1s a simple matter of look-
ing up the amount payable in the
child support guidelines table.

If your daughter spends more
than 40 per cent of her time with
you (which she does not), the child
support you pay may be adjusted.
To really simplify it, table child sup-
port covers all the basics to ensure
your childs daily needs are met
without any stress,

The second category of child sup-
port is what is referred to as special
or extraordinary expenses. While
table child support covers all of our
child’s daily needs, this category
handles those extra, out-of-the-or-
dinary costs.

Some of these expenses are obwi-
ous, such as child care and post-
secondary expenses. However, oth-
er expenses, such as special or ex-
as elite hockey and gymnastics) are
left for the parents to negotiate.

Also included in this category are
unexpected medical bills, and those
guitar lessons your child has been
dying to take. Once it is determined

that the expense comes within the
category of special or extraordinary
expenses, each parent is typically
required to contribute to these ex-
penses In proportion to their in-
come.

So for instance, if your daughter's
elite hockey cost $5.000 a year and
your annual income is $100000
and the mother's annual income is
$125000, you would pay 444 per
cent of the cost ($ 2,220) and mom
would pay 55.6 per cent ($2.780).
Note, this is a general overview and
with each case there may be factors
that alter the amounts.

Payment of table child support
and/or special or extraordinary ex-
penses are generally payable as a
minimum until a child reaches 18
and thereafter, if the child pursues a
post-secondary education, until the
certificate or degree is obtained. In
some cases, child support might al-
so be payable if the child pursues a
second degree.

And there you have it — from the
everyday essentials covered by ta-
ble child support to the surprises of
extraordinary expenses, it's all
about making sure your child’s
needs are met with care and fair-
ness,

LISA GELMAN IS5 A
FaMILY LAWYER
AND FOUNDER
OF GELMAN &
ASSOCH -

ATES. SEND YOUR
DIVORCE, SEP-
ARATION,
ADOPTION DR
OTHER

FAMILY LAW
QUESTIONSTO
GELMANE
THESTAR.CA

IN YOUR CORNER
OPINION

Little-used
RDSP is a
financial
life changer

SRIVINDHYA KOLLURU
CONTRIBUTING COLUIMMNIST

The number of Canadians with at
least one disability has doubled in
the past 10 years, according to Sta-
tistics Canada, and with it, the
number of investment and tax tools
to help disabled Canadians plan for
the future has grown.

One such generous tool is the reg-
istered disability savings plan
(RDSP), an account that remains
largely untapped.

Established in 2008, the RDSP
helps Canadians approved to re-
ceive the disability tacx credit (DTC)
plan for their long-term financial
security through bonds, grants and
government-matched contribu-
tions.

Despite being around for years,
experts say the account remains
underused. Statistics Canada found
that just under 32 per cent of eligi-
ble Canadians (up to age 59) had an
RDSP in 2020,

One problem, says Caval Olson-
Lepage, a certified financial plan-
ner at Innovation Wealth in Saska-
toon, Sask, is that there’s just not
enough awareness.

Canada’s major financial mstitu-
tions, including BMO, TD, CIBC,
RBC and Scotiabank, all offer
RDSPs.

The federal government offers
two types of incentives for RDSPs:
The Canada Disability Savings
Grant (CDSG) encourages RDSP
contribubions through grants as a
percentage of contributions; the
Canada Disability Savings Bond
(CDSB) is based on family net in-
GO,

The CDSG 1s a matching grant, so
for every dollar contributed or ev-
ery gift deposited into an RDSP up
to a maximum of $3,500 a vear, the
amount is matched equally up to
three times in government grants,
says Selena Gusikosld, director of
registered plans at Concentra
Trust, an Equitable Bank company.

The matching amount for a CDSG
varies based on your familys net
income. The maximum lifetime
contribution limit is $70,000.

“With tax-deferred growth, along
with government grants and bonds
up to $90,000,” says Gusikoski, “an
RDSP i1s exiremely advantageous
and has the potential to change
your life or that of someone you
love.”

There’s a misconception that it’s
an arduous process to open an
RDSP, pointed out Gisukoski,
whose brother, Cody, has an ac-
count. “While we were aware of
RDSPs, it was put off as a ‘later’
thing because it seemed complicat-
ed,” says Gisukoski, whose family
only realized the significant com-
pounding benefit and how straight-
forward the process was after help-
ing Cody open an account,

And like other registered savings
accounts, there are rules.

According to the Government of
Canada website, beneficiaries
whose RDSP has been terminated
or their plan ceases to be an RDSP
must repay any bonds or grants
made in the preceding 10 years in
full. Regular withdrawals must be-
gin by Dec. 31 of the year you turn
60. If you withdraw money before
you are 60, you may need to pay
back some of the grant and bond
amounts.

Any grants, bonds, and interest
earned on investments will be
taxed when withdrawn, but your
original investment will not be
taxed.

Other times, individuals might be
under the impression that their sit-
uation or impairment is not severe
enough to be eligible for the DTC,
and therefore the RDSP, says Ol-
son-Lepage.

“There’s a significant number of
people who don't realize that typel
diabetes qualifies you for the DTC,"
says Olson-Lepage. “It's worth in-
vestigating if you already qualify for
the DTC ... and if you're unsure you
should speak to a medical profes-
sional because the benefits of an
RDSP outweigh any of the work
you need to do to open the plan.”
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BoC expected to
keep cutting rates

OPINION: ASTON FROM B1

less than a year). The policy rate has
much less influence on rates for
financial products that don't ma-
ture for a number of vears, such as
those for new or renewing five-year
fixed rate mortgages, new or renew-
ing five-year GICs, and bonds
which mature in five or 10 vears.

Bank of Canada policy rate

Since June, the Bank of Canada has
been on a determined campaign to
cut the policy rate so as to bolster
the weak economy, while also keep-
ing an eye on inflation to ensure it
remains subdued.

The Bank of Canada signalled its
aggressive intentions when it cut
the policy rate in October by an
unusually large 50 basis points
(half a percentage point). That
brought the policy rate down to
375 per cent, which came on the
heels of three, 25-basis-point cuts
since June.

The Bank of Canada is widely ex-
pected to keep those cuts coming in
December and well into 2025,
Overnight index swaps are pricing
in further drops in the policy rate
totalling close to 100 basis points in
the next year, says Robert McLister,
mortgage strategist and editor of
MortgageLogic.news. Most econo-
mists at major banks are forecast-
ing rate reductions of similar mag-
ntude,

Cuts totalling 100 basis points
wotuld bring the policy mate down to
2.70 per cent.

Long-term rates

follow their own path

Meanwhile, there are several rea-
sons to expect that longer-term
rates will follow a different path
than the policy rate and likely end
next year not far from where they
are now.

Longer-term rates do incorporate
expectations of future policy rates
as a weighted average, but they also
include an additional term premi-
um, explains McLister. The term
premium compensates bond inves-
tors for committing funds long-
term and bearing the risk that in-
terest rates may change over the
term of the bond.

The Bank of Canada’s recent and
future policy rate cuts have been
widely expected for many months,
50 they are already built in to cur-
rent long-term rates. “The bond
market 1s anhcipatory,” says McLais-
ter. “It has already priced in Bank of
Canada cuts a long time ago.”

That anticipation helped bring
down five-year Government of
Canada bond vields to a low of
around 2.7 per cent in September
from a peak of 44 per cent in Octo-
ber 2023. Frve-year government
bond yields are a key benchmark
for determining other long-term
rates, especially five-year fixed
mortgage rates.

But then in September bond mar-
kets started to get an inkding that
future inflation might be more of a
threat than previously thought.

As the Trump election bid gained
popularity in the polls, bond mar-
kets started to worry about the
eventual mnflabonary impact of his
policies and related budget deficits
on top of an already strong LS.
economy. Canadian bond markets
foresaw a possible spillover effect
on Canada because of our close eco-
nomuc ties,

“It's dehimtely thrown the cat
among the pigeons,” says Porter. “It
is increasing uncertainty on the
outlook.”

Longer-term interest rates start-
ed to edge up, especially in the US
but also to a lesser degree in Cana-
da. Since mid-September, the five-
vear Government of Canada bond
yvield has risen more than 50 basis
points to 3.21 per cent as of Wednes-
day. (The release of higher-than-
expected Canadian inflation fig-
ures for October also contributed a
fittle to nses in long-term bond
yields last week.)

While no one can call a bottom
with certainty (except in retrospect
well after the fact), September
could end up being the low point for
long-term bond vields in the cur-
rent easing cycle.

The current five-year Govern-
ment of Canada bond yield of 3.21
per cent is still far below the current
policy rate of 3.75 per cent, an in-
version of the more common rela-
tionship. If the policy rate falls to
2.75 per cent mn the next year while
the five-year bond wield remains
about the same, that would restore
the usual pattern for a reasonably
healthy economy, with long-term
rates higher than the policy rate.

“In some ways this will just return
the yield curve to a ittle bit more of
a normal position,” says Porter.

In Porter’s view of rate move-
ments in the next year, the current
approximate level of long-term
yields “is probably about where
we're going to settle in — mavbe a
little bat lower”

Markets themselves incorporate
similar expectations. Based on
swap market forward rates early
last week, markets are currently
projecting that five-year Govern-
ment of Canada bond yields fall by
only a minuscule seven basis points
in the next year, says McLister.
“The market has a pretty good idea
about what should happen based
on knowable information,” he says.

While Canadian recession risks
have been diminishing, they can't
be completely ruled out. If the re-
cession threat looms large again,
big. long-term rate declines will
likely be back on the table, and so
will even more aggressive policy
rate cuts from the Bank of Canada.

Of course, there is also the possi-
bility inflation will emerge as a big-
ger-than-expected menace and
that both long-term rates and the
policy rate will head much higher.
There is enormous uncertainty
about Trump’s policy specifics and
what their eventual inflationary
impact might be, so the possible
“worst case” scenario for inflation
could be severe.

Since June, the
Bank of Canada
has beenona
determined
campaign to
cut the policy
rate so as to
bolster the
weak economy,
while also
keeping an eye
on inflation to
ensure it
remains
subdued.

SEAN KILPATRICK
THE CANADIAN
PRESS
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Canadians lost $567M

to fraud in 2023 alone

FRAUD FROM B1

or by phone. In 2023 alone, Cana-
dians lost a staggering $567 million
to fraud — an increase of $37 mil-
hon from 2022 and $187 mullion
since 2021

Ali Dehghantanha, a professor of
cvbersecurity and threat intelli-
gence at the University of Guelph
and the founding director of the
Cyber Science Lab, says even sea-
soned tech professionals fall for
generative Al-driven email scams
and fake links. With Al-assisted
scams increasingly prevalent on-
line, the days of being able to easily
recognize scam emails by finding
obvious typos and poor formatting
are all but over.

Still, there are ways to keep things
locked down as the busy holiday
shopping season ramps up.

Experts say that using two-factor
authentication, taking a moment to
verify the legitimacy of transac-
tions, and using “safe” words to dis-
tinguish between family members
and fraudsters can keep vour data
safe from malicious online actors
this holiday season.

Two-factor authentication:

Twice as nice

Ivo Wiens, field chief technology
ofhicer of cybersecurity at CDW
Canada, advises using two-factor
authentication whenever possible
as an extra layer of security when
banking and shopping online.

Two-factor authentication —
sometimes stylized as “2FA” — can
be set up within banking and fi-
nance apps or through external
apps like Google Authenticator or
Duo; it prompts you for a one-time
verification code to make sure it’s
really you trying to log in to your
account.

“It's ke having a lock and an
alarm system on your house,”
Wiens says. “Think of that (as) the
equivalent for your digital ac-
counts,”

It may be annoying — and slow
down the snappy pace you're used
to when shopping — but an ounce
of prevention is worth a pound of
cure, especially when it comes to
making financial transactions on-
line.

If you can't get two-factor authen-
tication enabled on banks and oth-
er accounts, Dehghantanha recom-
mends any form of SMS or text
message alerts to make sure that
you catch any fraudulent charges or
entries the moment they come
across your account’s dashboard. At
the very least, it'll help develop a
habit of checking (and rechecking)
all transactions.

“If your bank is not offering that,
at least enable notifications —
whether it's SMS or app notifica-
tions — from your bank for every
single purchase,” Dehghantanha
adds, which can be done through
the notificabions settings in various
banking and finance apps.

Stay safe with a safe word
Perhaps less obviously, Wiens rec-
ommends having a “safe” word to
use with family to quickly deter-
mine whether you're actually
speaking with a member of your
family. Al-driven impostor scams
like the one that targeted Fitzpa-
trick’s mother are becoming in-
creasingly common, he says, and
having quick and clear checks that
can help identify fake voices, doc-
tored video and look-alike prohles
can be a game-changer.

“This helps spot the scammers
pretending to be family members.”
Wiens says. “Having that word that
you share as a family, the family
secret word that you can call out for
when this 1s happening”

Making sure you're speaking to a
real family member is even more
important amid a rise in identity
theft. As a result, it may be worth it
to invest in identity monitoring —
services that scan the web to check
if your personal information ap-
pears In a data breach — or fraud
insurance, Equifax Canada chiefin-
formation security officer Octavia
Howell says, just in case.

“Fraud and identity insurance is
out there to help people get back on
their feet,” Howell advises. “Be-
cause we know that when your
identify is stolen or when you're
defrauded for anything, it's very dif-
ficult for you to de it on your own.”

'Slow down and verify'

Experts say some digital scams can
be avoided simply by recognizing
them. Though there may be a temp-
tation to blaze through online
transactions, shipping confirma-
tions and coupon codes, taking
even afew seconds to double-check
transactions, verify the legitimacy
of offers and closely exarmine URLs
for things like typos in names can
save you a headache down the line.

Professionally made, convincing-
looking, fake online stores are more
common (and effective) than you
might think; an anti-scam tool from
the cybersecunty software compa-
ny NordVPN blocked 99 milhon
attempts by users to access fake
shops in September and 134 mil-
lion such attempts in October, with
more fake pop-ups expected ahead
of Black Friday and Christmas.

So if a deal in an email or pop-up
ad looks too good to be true, it usu-
ally is, says Wiens. “It's like getting a
counterfeit bill nowadays, that even
bank tellers have trouble spotting.”
Wiens says. “That’s why it's crucial
to slow down and verify”

Back in Nova Scotia, Fitzpatnick
adwvises getting a second opinion to
give yourself time to critically ex-
amine the situation, in line with the
“slow down and verify” approach.

“If you have something like that
that doesn't make much sense and
you can't get a hold of the person,
tell the story to somebody else.”
Fitzpatnck says. “Someone who's
emobionally removed.”

Acts of service provide a
gift, and shared moments

GIFTS FROM B1

altogether or beginning to invest?
Consider a contribution toward
their big goal. Every little bit counts
in helping your loved one move for-
ward with their dreams.

Gifts to support wellness

This could be a gym membership,
personal training sessions, swim-
ming goggles, nmning shoes, class-
es at a yoga studio, counselling ses-
sions and even a financial planning
session for an individual or couple.
What could help your loved one feel
stronger going into the new year?
This kind of gift could transform
yvour loved one’s health and mental
well-being.

Acts of service
Your time, energy and skills can be
a huge gift. Imagine using your
handy skills to help your loved one
build a bookshelf or install safety
railings. What if you offered regular
babysitting or a deep clean to busy,
exhausted parents in your life who
could use a hand?

Perhaps your fmend could use an

expert purging service, or help or-
ganizing their home, and you have
that skill set.

Of course, the service itself is a gift,
but the real gift is you spending
memorable time with your loved

one, and that could change your
relationship.

Local purchases and charities
Supporting local farmers, brewers,
small businesses and charities is a
game changer for them. Think
about where you could spend your
money, and how that might help.
Perhaps there’s a local pop-up mar-
ket in your neighbourhood where
you could focus your dollars and
shopping list.

Some people are simply hiving off
a portion of their total shopping
budget and dedicating it toward a
donation. Others are dedicating
volunteer hours to make a differ-
ence in their commumnity:.

These game-changing gifts aren't
just for those who “have every-
thing” They're for anyone you're
thinking of buying for that could
benefit from something extra
thoughtful this season.
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I’he meaning behind the music

Docu-concert explores how singer Don McLean came to write the classic rock hit ‘American Pie’

JOSHUA CHONG
CULTURE REPORTER

A new show that explores the sto-
ries behind Don McLean's folk rock
hit “American Pie” will take up a
three-week residence at Mirvish's
CAA Theatre next March.

“Inside American Pie,” — billed
as a “docu-concert” — explores
how the American singer and

songwriter came to write that clas-
sic song. Packed with dense
symbolism, “American Pie” 1s
meant to commemorate the early
rock ‘n roll icons Buddy Holly, Ri-
chie Valens and the Big Bopper,
who were all killed in a 1959 plane
crash.

Written by Mike Ross and Sarah
Wilson, the production arrves in
Toronto following a senes of four

sold-out annual runs in Prince Ed-
ward Island, where the show pre-
miered in 2021 Ross will lead the
concert along with four other PEI
IMUSICIANS,

He and Wilson are no stranger to
the Toronto theatre scene. Both
have co-written and starred in mul-
tiple musicals, concerts and plays at
Soulpepper in the Distillery Ihs-
trict.

“Inside
American Pie”
is a new
docu-concert
coming to
Mirvish in
March.

Their docu-concert dives into
the song’s connections with
the Beatles, Bob Dylan, Janis
Joplin and Charles Manson and
answers the question of who exact-
ly was Miss American Pie, refer-
enced repeatedly in the song’s cho-
rus.

“Inside American Pie” will run
from March 12 to 30. Tickets will go
on sale Thursday:.

MOVIES

‘Hundreds of Beavers' takes on indie scene

JAKE COYLE

NEW YORK The microbudget
movie “Hundreds of Beavers™ has
turned into lo-fi legend. Mike Ches-
lik's film, made for just $150,000
and self-distributed in theatres, has
managed to gnaw its way into a
movie culture largely dominated by
big-budget sequels.

“Hundreds of Beavers” is a word-
less black-and-white bonanza of
slapstick antics about a stranded
19th-century applejack salesman,
played by his friend Ryland Tews, at
war with a bevy of beavers, all of
whom are played by actors in mas-
cot costumes, It's played in at least
one theatre a week since opening in
January. On Dec. 5, it will play in
more theatres than any point be-
fore.

It's no overnight sensation. It's
been two years since Cheslik first
premiered “Hundreds of Beavers.”

Here's how it happened:

Like all great ideas, “Hundreds of
Beavers” started at a bar. In Octo-
ber 2018, Cheslik and Tews —
friends since they were 15 growing
up in Wisconsin — were talking
over how they could expand from
their last film, “Lake Michigan
Monster,” an antic, even lower bud-
geted B-movie about the hunt for a
Great Lakes sea monster. It culmi-
nated in an elaborate animation se-
quence by Cheslik, a trial run for
“Hundreds of Beavers.”

For their next movie, Cheslik
imagined something reminiscent
of childhood, with snowball fights
and sled chases. Oh, and mascot
costumes. “Because mascots falling
down is a universal language,” Tews
says. “Everyone thinks that’s fun-

-

“1 love slapstick and 1 don't know
why it was a dormant genre for so
long,” adds Cheslik “My guess is
that when a country shifts from
having more physical jobs to more
of a service economy then the sense
of humour becomes more verbal

The alligator in a pit is an HR re-
ferral instead of getting hurt at your
job.”

They made “Hundreds of Bea-
vers” over two winters during the
pandemie, with pick-up shoots in
between. It wasn't particularly fun
work — they were outside in nega-
tive degree weather schlepping
gear through the snow. But they
were making exactly the movie
they wanted, without compromise.
And it didn't resemble anything at
the multiplex.

“Ryland and [ complained about
movies a lot during the making of
‘Hundreds of Beavers,' ” Cheslik
says. "1 think we just complained
for six years straight.”

Cheslik and Tews are not propo-
nents of high-priced gear. Making a
movie, they say, doesn't have be an
8K camera and a rented location.

“We're not camera nerds,” says

Cheslik. “We just like images with
strong shapes. We like to say:
shapes are free.”

In editing, Cheslik brought those
shapes into greater relief. “Hun-
dreds of Beavers” plays out as a
surreal ballet of chiaroscuro prat-
falls, with cartoonish figures set
against a white winter expanse. The
beavers, themselves, never totalled
more than six, with Tews, Cheslik
or friends variously acting inside
the costumes. Almost every shot in
the movie required at least some
effects work.

“What you can do is go on your
computer and take those six and
duplicate them. I'm talkin’ 12 bea-
vers. I'm talkin®, imagine a number,
18," deadpans Cheslik. “Its techni-
cal stuff”

Once it was finally done, they ex-
citedly hit the festival circuit. After
debuting “Hundreds of Beavers™ at

Ryland Tews is
seen in a scene
from the film
"Hundreds of
Beavers." The
film, made for
just $150,000
and
self-distributed
in theatres, has
managed to
gnaw its way
into a movie
culture largely
dominated by
big-budget
sequels.

SHH VIA
THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS

the Fantastic Fest, they played
more festivals,. And then some

more. The crowd reaction was great
and they won an audience award at
the Fantasia Film Festival in 2023
But a decent offer never came. The
old way of shopping a movie at a
festival, they found, didn't really ex-
15t anymore.

“It's not enough just to make a
movie,” says Tews. “Thats just the
very beginning.”

Producer Kurt Ravenwood decid-
ed to explore a self release. They
sold streaming rights to Cineverse,
the company that recently distrib-
uted the indie horror hit “Terrifier
3" But they kept theatrical, mer-
chandising and Blu-ray rights.

“It was a calculated risk to keep
theatrical rights to ourselves” Rav-
enwood says. “We had never, ever
in our lives put on a theatrical rnun.
But we knew that if we were able to
SEE NEXT PAGE



TORONTO STAR MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2024

CULTURE

QND

' B5

Music

Kendrick
Lamar

Surprises
with ‘GNX

THE ASS50CIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES Kendrick La-
mar gave music listeners an
early holiday present Friday
with the surprise drop of a new
album.

The Grammy winner's 12-
track “GNX" is his first release
since 2022's “Mr. Morale & The
Big Steppers™ and his sixth stu-
dio album overall. It also comes
just months after his rap battle
with Drake.

Lamar first teased the album
with a cover art and video snip-
pet of “GNX." which features
multi-instrumentalist Jack
Antonoff as a co-producer on
every track except for “Peeka-
I;Iﬂ,“

Other notable producers in-
cdude Sounwave and DJ Mus-
tard, who both contributed pro-
duction on the hit “Not Like
Us,” the ubiquitous diss track
emanating from the Drake
feud.

Lamar’s former Top Dawg En-
tertainment labelmate SZA ap-
pears on a couple songs includ-
ing “Gloria” and “Luther.”

The surprise release caps a big
yvear for Lamar, who was fea-
tured on the song “Like That”
with Future and Metro Boomin
— a track that spent three
weeks at No. 1 on the Billboard
Hot 100 this year.

Lamar is up for seven Gram-
mys, fueled by “Not Like Us”
which earned nods for record
and song of the year, rap song,
music video as well as best rap
performance.

Ryland Tews in a scene from the film “Hundreds of Beavers.”

‘Beaver fever’ took hold

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

get it booked, it would do well”

They hired a distribution vet-
eran to help book theatres and a
publicist to spread the word.
And they crossed their fingers.

“We believe that indie movies
that go into the digital nothing-
ness of streaming don't get into
the culture,” says Ravenwood.
“So we lacked it off with this
roadshow. At first, we needed to
prove to theatres that people
would show up. Besides just the
movie, we'd bring the circus to
town.”

Calling it the “Great Lakes
Roadshow,” they rented out
theatres and played “Hundreds
of Beavers™ to mostly sold-out
screenings in the Midwest.
They didn't just play the movie,
but created a vaudeville act to
go along with it. The beaver
mascot costumes came out of
the closet.

“If anything, this is what In-
stagram creators and TikTok
creators are used to every day,”
says Ravenwood. “They both
make the content and distrib-
ute the content via platform. 1f
filmmakers want to reach an
audience, they have to treat it
like online creators treat it.”

Their quixotic gambit worked.
People and media started tak-
ing notice. “Beaver fever,” as
they say, took hold. None of it
happened quickly, or easily.
Ravenwood shipped a lot of
posters and digital versions of
the film. Cheslik and Tews
spent two vears just releasing
their movie. Six years had
passed since they had started.
Making “The Revenant”
looked, comparatively, like a
piece of cake. But they did it.

“It was a life goal that was
achieved,” Cheslik says. “Which
15 just a horrible thing to have
happen.”

SEH WVIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

They are already pondering
their next movie: note cards
hang on the wall behind Ches-
lik For now, he's only saying
that it will, like “Hundreds of
Beavers,” feature precise phys-

The hea\.rer suits? Cheslik
imagines they must now be fil-
led with black mould after be-
ing torn and repaired countless
times, going through two Wis-
consin winters, dozens of festiv-
als and some 20 roadshows.

Next time, he and Tews hope
is a little easier — a little easier
to make a living from, and a
little easier to find their way
into theatres.

“I don't love when people say,
‘Our goal with this film is just to
get it out there. | don’t care if [
make money, " Cheslik says
“Are these films vanity projects
for trust fund hobbwists, or is
this an industry?”

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Declarer won the club ace,
cashed the heart ace and continued
with the nine overtaking with the
jack which lost to the queen,

West returned a dub but South
ruffed and drew the last trump.

Diamonds were played from
the top, dropping the queen, and
declarer could dispose of a spade
from hand on the fifth diamond to
corral an overtrick, N-5 +650.

West should switch to a spade
where the defense will win their
quota of three tricks as long as East
does not attempt to cash a club
but rather continues with a second
spade.

Declarer could emerge with
twelve tricks by finessing West for
the queen of hearts. He ruffs a club
at trick two, plays a trump to the
nine and unblocks the ace. He ruffs
a second club, extracts the last
trurnp with the king of hearts and
again plays diamonds from the top
culminating in two overtricks.

The issue with this line of play is
that the defense will swittly cash
two spades when East produces
the queen of hearts.

North's decision to rocket into
the major suit game game was a
good one. Partner had opened with
a vulnerable weak two-bid and
North did not give any information
to the opponents regarding an
opening lead.
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Free shipping within
Canada and the
continental U.S.A.

GO HERETO BUY

Don't miss out on this one-of-a-kind magazine - a beautifully
curated collection of euphoric Swifties in full celebration and
stunning concert photos capturing Taylor at her best. Relive the Eras
Tour in Toronto with 68 pages of exclusive Toronto Star features,
heartwarming Swiftie profiles, iconic moments and more.

This keepsake is the ultimate tribute to Taylor's Toronto takeover and
a treasure for fans who want to hold onto these memories forever.

2 TORONTO STAR ¢
Get it before it's gone at: StarStore.ca

$1 of each sale will go to The Toronto Star Santa Claus Fund charity.
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Family Circus
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For Better Or For Worse

“Jeffy's only three fi
old, but I'm five! So I'm
a whole handful.”

“You have the Christmas
spirit already?"

| FEEL LKE WO | | EVERYONE UNDERSTANDS. [ 1 WAS HAPPIER WHEN

wre |l
i Boezares He | | LAY NEFD WIH TE bR [ | 1 THOUGHT NO 0N
. Tﬂ |J \((UF TEN-YEAR-0LD BOY. 41 ‘-\Jﬂﬁaﬁw ME.

| 40U ONE MEAND AFEN
BILLION HINDUS

LWL YOU HANVE A § NO,CURTES, JUST MY LY DONT 10U BOTH | | WY COUSING WILL BE
LOT OF FAMILY OVER. | FATHER AND ME...THE COME OVER FOR STUFFIN THEIR FACES
FOR THAMISGIVING, | REST OF MY FAMILY THANKSGIVING _11.4|.‘m 50 w:.u:-.J. T™EY
CUDRYT __gif ANES FAR ALY WY ALYt h-cdfo | Rhymes With Orange
i
! T X o ]
I 1! THE 7 our one on e N URINE SAMPLES
{ j MEDICAL E COUNTER, ONE BY — : =
E CENTER J THE DOOR, ONE IN B @
i\ THE CORNER... :
ﬁ i =
| have Jo 3
Hagar the Horrible
g PO YOU HEAR TAT? WE WAVE i
IN THE WALLS.! :
;
'
i DAD. | KNOW THORSINY
i 15 YOUR Big FAY.
d "
iy ¢
i ¥
|J-. E
il f 3
i

Mutts

‘ ,_N,i_ij; Giving Thanks M,ﬂ‘m

... BLESS THE DAY... AROUND HERE

... BLESS MY 02ZIE... THE PRAYERS LAsT
... BLESS THAT MoocH... LONGER THAN THE
... BLESS OUR FooD... H_Em..s.

J

1/

WRAT™S TONIGRT'S T PON'T JUST TARE ASIP, § THIG CABERNET
EVENT ATTRE  / WNKE  KNOW THE NOP. AN TRY iy FA5 A GOOP NOSE.
FIRST THING 70 LOOK CLASSY. :

COUNTRY CLUBT | TRGTING

-
MINE A TINY

Daddy Daze

WHAT WINE N\
PAIRS WELL WITH '

RETULNING TO WORK

YOU WERE T00 PRURK i
TO REMEMBEL You

I.H: BEiei v L Dol sy s, i . i |

-

T

GETTING FIRED Fok Nor }—
AFTER LUNCH DECAUSE | |

HAD A Job - :
i F 3 :/ @ ! Wil

YELUNG ORPER IN
THE COURT "15 NOT A
JUSTIFICATION FOR
GOMNG WILD WITH
A RALL-PEEN
HAMMER.
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Santa Claus Fund

— Since 190b — _
1 o .l"ﬂ-' I'-r:"' :
@ HEPII'E ﬂPE an jﬂy : v [EEk[E
Help us provide gifts for 50,000 kids this '

holiday season by volunteering your time.

B

TR T STAE

ChidrgnS Chavings

To help deliver boxes, email us at:
scfvolunteer(adthestar.ca
or scan the QR code to select your time.
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CROSSWORD FOR MONDAY WUZZLES BY TOM UNDERWOOD
ACROSS 5 Ground grain FRIDAY'S ANSWER 1. 2.
1 Tub event 6 Vestment M molalt
5 Hard wood 7 Trudge A I A|G|O
10 Cook in water 8 Water barrier G S|TIUIN
14 Pennsylvania port 9 Pep N ClH|E|S
15 Actress — Burstyn 10 Financial - % mefine
16 Dﬂdd}f backers B G I EIAILIT
17 Field N Chinese O|viAlL EEC ABMF|LI|E|E
18 — and beyond dynasty LIE|V|E R AlGIT
19 S 12 Sword UIRIE]S ! DLY
st eiove IS i
20 Wondrous thing 13 Used to be e THAT ECRAMBLED WORD GAME
. 21 Notabl A|B|S|E C : D By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
22 Drive crazy otabie GlA] | [N L Unscramble these Jumbles, = Yes. My sobecaibers
24 River in France times AlNINTE AITIE one latter to each square, % Fibrsie e e el
o form four ordinary words E ; for tha hoSdays.
25 Brunch fare 23 Eager RIE|E|D IN[D]S il
26 Specifies 27 (Chess piece RIYNA ® 0 2
48 Icy expanse < ] &
30 “Hey, over here!” (Hyph) 28 Malevolent K : A |
: 51 Hang about y b AS ;
34 Male child 29 Take root (2 wds.) 53 Lc egac ldves : e
37 Keeps for later 31 Detest 55 Funct SEBSL z
unction B
39 Magnificent 32 Burden Y NI
57 — donna A A:l
40 OT prophet 33 Concern of gamblers 58 Philately item L
42 Gunpowder ingredient 34 Warbled 50 Sit fo y e i CTAYPH Ei'
A% Nadhe man 35 Actor — Sharif g L8 ’;‘;‘:“ — 3
45 Orange type 36 Star that flares ps E:‘::: T A g e 2D
- 38 Bristl Bl wHeN askep F iT's DIFFICLLT
¥ Luynd mecsuve oy 62 Cole — TIXCE 2| TOMAKE A LEMON TART, THE
49 Letter 19 41 Most harsh g T 7 3 | PASTRY CHEF SAD IT WkS —
50 Driveway material 43 Wine type o4 Fam - Lj ./ xj Now &rrange the ciiced letters
B2 Fanith’s oooosite 46 Fumnish amily member, for short ©Z024 Tribune Content Agency, LLG 10 form the surprise answer, as
o 66 Mineral suffix Al Fughts Reservad suggesiad by the above cartoon
54 Baseballs — Saughter T T T T BT answer Y YY) (Y O
56 Dozes here: A A A A K o,
4 1 .
39 Expense lowance 2 wis)| 5 Jumblos: KNELT  MONTH  FINISH. - DEFECT
e =
62 (oes around i 2 SAWGAYS | answer: Santa finished his rounds each year in —
64 Angry THE MICK OF TIME
65 Follow TODAY'S WUZZLES ANSWER
:; E;;snap b:;jd 1. The bottom of the sea
phan goddess .
69 Webber-Rice musical 2. Fine with me
70 Actress — Stone
71 Denomination FRIDAY'S WORD SoLaARLH
72 Refresh SLEUTH ANSWER
73 Engrossed WHICH OF THESE SITES
HAVE YOU VISITED? a b
DOWN GlE]
1 Smile ":‘ 'E
2 Dress in finery o
3 Rows of seats H oY NAGD N ARG
& "Highway to =" EWO TNJEFF I
WORD SLEUTH DON'T QUOTE ME THEME
BN TERIRES TG BY WIGGLES 3D INCORPORATED Friends Till the End
LAST NAMES ENDING IN “S" P
T[}day's unlisted clue: MICROSOFT FOUNDER BILL — Rearrange the words below to complete the quotes. BEST FRIENDSHIPS MEASURES ONE WORTH
XROLHEBXUROLT E B | yeaurs LIKE LOST SELDOM TRUE VALUE
N\ A man's are of the
YVSQNKHEBYWTHIR O |“  fiendshipis___ sound - the o
of his
LJGEBYWURSUPNIEIS K it is knownuntil itis I
|l GDBZXVSI1I MMOINIS - Charles Caleb Colton (1780-1832) English author - Charles Darwin (1809-1882) English scientist
i ULI0M SIL J0 SIMSERLL 153 3] JO 30
e B e o R~ A SORySpURLY SUPI . « 750|511 TN WAOUY WOPRSs 91
Q OMKI1SGRGECEINIRA O 3NEA 3U) YIERY punos 3y 5 diyspuu) 30 SHIMSHY
YWUSIRROMNWSIHEQ SUDOKU Sudoku is a number-placing puzzie based
PSNWLAINSOTSINIDH on a 9x9 grid with several given numbers,
8 5 g 7 The object is to place the numbers 1t0 9
FEECHSKNADBGT|GIN S 5 2 3 ' 1 in the empty squares so that each row,
ALYTXVRODGER[$UY | e
4 2 the same number only once.
USOQPAUNCI SMADAA
23| /O saturoavspuzzie sowep
MK JHBGFRECBZYSH 7 3 B 418 7]2/9/1]5 3 6|
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions — - 112365\ 4|/7 98
forwards, backward, up, down and diagonally. Friday's unlisted answer: 5 4 8 3| |s96[837|214
2 5/4|1/7/8|9 6 3|
UBERTY 6 1 9/3/8[5/2/6/4 71|
Adams Harris Lewis Rodgers 7/8/1|3/4/9|8 2 5
Banks Hastings Morris Saunders 9 5 6 3 6/1(9|7|8|5|3 4 2|
Bums Hays Owens Simmons 1 4215 8|7 2|46 31589
Connors Jennings Riggs 314/ 5/9/1|2|6 87

«£5% ON STAGE NOW!

SHAW

Migas s~on-ihe-Laks

Lerner and Loewe’s Iy Fair Lady is one of the most beloved
musicals of all time! With unforgettable songs such as
“Wouldn't It Be Loverly?” and “I Could Have Danced All Night™
Featuring Kristi Frank and Allan Louis.

BOOK AND LYRICS BY ALAN JAY LERNER
MUSIC BY FREDERICK LOEWE

ke
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TORONTO STAR

Proafuctian
Spooanry

BMO @)  MaryE. i

Defic i) Bdphw
Partner

SHAWFEST.COM | 1-800-511-SHAW

s Frami and Bddr Laan
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HELP MAKE §
PETTER TolvloRRoW

i _.-':l H_ ‘r
=" % . S
Some days are tnugher than others. But even the tnughest days
all have a tomorrow to look forward to.

With more families than ever looking for help, The Toronto Star Children’s Charities
continue to provide a path to that hope.

Leaving a legacy gift to The Toronto Star Children’s Charities will help us inspire hope,

joy and curiosity in children, building a better community for generations to come.

PN T S TR

FRESH QiR FUND

4] e TNCE 19 e [

thestar.com/faf

Help send thousands of kids to summer camp for an
experience they will cherish for a lifetime.

Santa Claus Fund
— Since |906 —
thestar.com/scf

Help provide holiday gift boxes that inspire hope and
Jjoy to 50,000 financially vulnerable children.

)‘*\t
TORONTO STAR
Childven's Chavities

Kindness Above All

To learn more about |eaving a |egacy giFt to
The Toronto Star Children’s Charities please contact

Brian Cordingley at 416-869-4320 or bcordingley(@thestar.ca

Charitable Regntration #11926 7425 RROOMOM
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DEATHS, MEMORIALS, BIRTHS

Death Notices 416-869-4229, Births, In Memoriams 416-777-7777

JONES, Charlyn
KIDD, Michaed

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2024 TORONTO STAR

beloved teacher, a beautiful
soul, adored by students and
friends. A wonderful wife to
Morland Jones for BB years.
The interment will take place
on Wednesday, November 27,
2024, at MO0 am. at Al
Saints  Anglican Cemetery,
467 Ravenscliffe Road,
Huntsville, Family and friends
are asked to gather at
Billingsley Funeral Home, 430
Ravenscliffe Road, Huntswille.
A reception will foliow the
burial at Bilingsley Funeral
Home. As an expression of
sympathy, memaorial
donations can be made to the
Aspen Wildlife Sanctuary

{wweeraspenvalley.ca).

MICHAEL JEFFREY KIDD

Passed away suddenly and
unexpectedly at his Hill Island
Home on Wednesday,
Movember 20, 2024, at the
age of 70. Mike will be
lovingly remembered by
Tammy Williams, his wife of
24 years. Loving stepfather of
Winter Wilcox. Chernshed
grandfather of James and
Summer. Dear brother of Bob
Eidd [Joanne) and Karen
Tetsos (Lou). Much loved
uncle of Sam and Erc. A
Celebration of Life will be
planned in the spring of 2025.
As expressions of sympathy,
donations made to the Heart
and Stroke Foundation would
be appreciated by the family.
Online condolences at:

www tompkinsfuneralhome.ca

I the care of
Tompkins Funeral Home
And Cremation Services

63 Garden Streat
Gananogque, K7G 1TH8
(613) 382-3088

To view
obituaries

or to sign a
guestbook,
visit
thestar.com/
obituaries

ey Y
""-l"l- Fad

Katie died peacefully, in her
39th year in late November
2024, succumbing to injuries
from being struck by a cac
Katie leaves behind spouse,
Andrew Pazulla; children,
Maggie, Claire and Damian;
parents, Ernc and Diane;
stepmom, Maria; parents-
in-aw, Donna and Wolfgang;
brothers, Thomas (Alicia) and
Will; sister, Kelly [Andrew);
stepchildren, Luke and Grace;
nephews, Jack, Henry and
Lincoln; and nieces, Lily and
lvy. Katie grew up in
Vancouver, and went to McGill
University to study business.
She started her career at Blast
Radius. She moved to Toronto
in her mid-208 and finished
her MBA at Rotman at U of T
in 201. She rose through the
investment banking world,
starting at CIBC and later
swilching to Raymond James,
where she attained the title of
Managing Director of Capital
Markets. Katie was liked and
respected by everyone in the
industiry, Katie loved all
children and always put her
family first. In addition to
being a loving sSpouse,
maother, sister, daughter, and
"Aunt Kiki® to "tiny humans,”
Katie was an advocate of the
advancement of women's
issues. Katie spoke during
seminars for Women in
Capital Markets. She was
nominated for a Top 40 Under
40 award in 2079, being only
34 years of age. She was kind
and loved to help others, and
was a regular blood donor
and participating organ donor.
She loved to sew. bake and
craft with the little ones, and
enjoyed summers outdoors
with family, especially at the
Sand Bay Cottage. This
amazing woman will be dearly
missed by everyone who was
lucky enough to know her,
including her dozens of
friends. We find solace in
knowing that she is in a better
place in Heaven now
Conations can be made o
SickKidsFoundation.com.
Friends will be received on
Wednesday, Movember 2Tth,
at Humber WValley United
Church (76 Anglesey Bivd.) at
1 pm. with reception to
follow.

ANNE KATHRYN
McKEOWN
February 20, 1545 -
November 26, 2013

It has been 1 long years since
you left us, our love for you is
undying as we remember
your remarkable beauty and
kindness. We shall never

forget you.

- Roddy, Natalie, Adrienne,
Stuart, Zoé, and Kyle

To place a death or
in memoriam notice

Visit: starclassifieds.com
Call: 416-869-4229
Email: obituaries@thestar.ca

Timing to place a
death or birth notice:

To publish in the Saturday edition:
Notices must be placed before
9:00 a.m. on Friday

To publish in the Sunday to Friday
editions:

Notices must be placed before
2:00 p.m. the day prior

TORONTO STAR ¢

hare
emories

View the Toronto Star’s
complete list of death
notices and

IN memaoriams at
thestar.com/obituaries
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Check out our
iINnteractive puzzles
and games!

Enjoy your favorite games including card games,
puzzles, brain games & dozens of others.

CLICK THE LINKS BELOW TO PLAY! ]

UNIVERSAL
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1 7 |
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Toronto Star subscribers can enjoy free interactive
puzzles on thestar.com. If you haven't activated your
complimentary access to thestar.com,
click HERE for more information. *
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