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einingin bulldozer
justice being prac-
ticed in certain
states targeting

RESPECTIVELY.

RAINFALL: Nil

RELATIVE HUMIDITY PARMOD KUMAR
Max. 100 % Min. 68 %

TEMPERATURE

Max: 27.8 °C (-1) Min: 17.0 °C (+ 3)

SUN RISES SUN SETS

06:44 hrs 17:28 hrs

MOON RISES MOON SETS

16:11 hrs 05:53 hrs
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First-time voters show thelr ink- marked

fingers after casting their vote in the first
phase of the Jharkhand Assembly polls on
Wednesday. = Ani

Over 64 pc voter turnout in first phase of
J'khand polls: More than 64 per cent voter
turnout was recorded in the first phase of
voting in Jharkhand Assembly elections on
Wednesday. The voting in 43 Assembly seats
spread across 15,344 polling stations in the
mineral-rich state was held peacefully with-
out any incidents of violence. The polling
was marked by a festive mood and enthusi-
astic participation across all districts, with a

large tribal population.

Supreme

(Pg5)

the residential and com-
mercial buildings belonging
to persons allegedly in
conflict with the law, the
Court
Wednesday termed it as
unconstitutional, arbitrary,
high-handed and violative
of the rule of law, abuse
of power by the executive
and violative of funda-
mental right to life
and shelter guaranteed
under Article 21 of
the Constitution.

ities while embarking on
the demolition of struc-
tures belonging to an
alleged accused, abench
of Justice B.R. Gavai and
Justice K.V. Viswanathan
said thatifthe demolition
is found to be in violation
of the orders of the top
court, “the officer/officers
concerned will be held
responsible for restitution
of the demolished property

on

Layingdown the guide- in addition to payment
lines thathave tobestrictly of damages.”
adhered to by the author- The judgment in the

Jaishankar calls tor Gaza ceasetfire, says
Saudi Arabia crucial for reglonal stablhty

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Describing Saudi Arabia as
animportant factor of stability
in the region, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Wednesday expressed deep
concern over the continuing
conflict in Gaza and called
for an early ceasefire.

“While we condemn acts
of terrorism and hostage-
taking, we are deeply pained
by the continuing death of
innocent civilians. Any response
must take into account the
international humanitarian
law and we support an early
ceasefire. India has also con-
sistently stood for aresolution
of the Palestine issue through
a two-state solution,” he said
at a meeting here with Saudi
Foreign Minister Prince Faisal
bin Farhan Al Saud.

Mr Jaishankar said India
and Saudi Arabia have a similar
interestin preserving the sta-

bility of the region and in
driving their respective
economies to greater pros-
perity. Referring to growing
India-Saudi Arabia ties, he
said the defence partnership
between the two countries
has also witnessed several
firsts over the last few years,
includingajointland exercise
and two naval exercises.
“We have had regular
exchanges on training and
capacity building and our
cooperation hasnow extended
to defence industries and
exports as well,” he added.
Mr Jaishankar noted that

the security cooperation
between the two countries
has grown steadily.

“We are collaboratingin
counter terrrorism, com-
bating extremism, terrorism
financing and drug traffick-
ing. Saudi Arabia's '"Vision
2030' and India's 'Viksit
Bharat 2047' hold comple-
mentarities for their indus-
tries to build partnerships.”

He was glad to note that
the businesses of the two
countries are collaborating
intensively. “Irade and invest-
ments are important pillars
of our partnership and we are
strengthening them in new
areas, including technology,
energy, renewable energy,
connectivity, healthand edu-
cation,” he added.

The Saudi minister said
he discussed with Mr Jaishankar
the strategic relationship
between the two countries
and ways to explore new
avenues for collaboration.

at his/their personal cost

matter titled “Re: Directions
in the matter of demolition
of structures” deals with
different dimensions relat-
ingtotheissue, including
rule of law, separation of
powers, doctrine of public
trustand public account-
ability, rights of the accused
under the Constitution,
principles of criminal law
- presumption of inno-
cence of an accused till

demotion
is undertaken.

found guilty by a court
and natural justice, right
to shelter and permissibility
of collective punishment
on the family of an accused
and the direction thathave
to be followed before any
drive

Stating that the principle
that “an accused is not
guilty unless proven so
(guilty beyond areasonable
doubt) in a court of law”
isfoundational to anylegal
system”, Justice Gavai,
authoring the judgment

supremecCourtreins
inbulldozer justice

Top courttermsitunconstitutional, arbitraryand high-handed

said: “The chilling sight
of abulldozer demolishing
abuilding, when authorities
have failed to follow the
basic principles of natural
justice and have acted
without adhering to the
principle of due process,
reminds one of a lawless
state of affairs, where
“might was right”.”

Justice Gavai added:
“In our Constitution,
which rests on the foun-
dation of ‘the rule oflaw’,
such high-handed and
arbitrary actions have no
place. Such excesses at
the hands of the executive
will have to be dealt with
the heavy hand of the law.
Our constitutional ethos
and values would not per-
mit any such abuse of
power and such misad-
ventures cannot be tol-
erated by the court of
law.” The court directed
that: “No demolition
should be carried out
without a prior show cause
notice returnable either
in accordance with the
time provided by the local
municipal laws or within
15 days’ time from the
date of service of such
notice, whicheverislater.”

Under JMM-Conggovt, every thingdone to
make infiltrators permanent residents: Modi

NIKHIL VYAS
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Prime Minister Narendra
Modion Wednesdaylaunched
a sharp attack on the JMM-
Congress on the issue of infil-
tration in Jharkhand, saying
that the biggest worry in the
statewas about Bangladeshi
infiltrators and asserted that
the protection of 'Roti, Beti
and Maati' (livelihood, daugh-
ters, and land) is the biggest
issuein the Assembly elections
in the state.

Addressing a public rally
at DeogharinJharkhand, he
said: “I have been travelling
around Jharkhand and I have
noticed that the biggest worry
here has been about the
Bangladeshi infiltrators. As
per whatever data has been
available, we have learnt that
the tribal population in Santhal
has nowreduced to half. We
have to protect our tribal
families and Jharkhandi from
this and that should be our
first priority."

"What will happen if the
tribal population continues
to decrease like this? Your
water, forests and land will
be taken over by others. We
have to save tribal families
from this situation and also
save Jharkhand. Wherever I
have gone in Jharkhand in
the past, the biggest concern
has been about infiltration
of foreigners," the PM said.

"Jharkhandi pride and

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated by BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey during a public meeting for the Jharkhand
Assembly election at Sarath in Deoghar on Wednesday. » Ani

Jharkhand's identity have
been the strength of all of
you. What will happen if this
identityislost? Statistics show
that the number of tribals in
the Santhal region has almost
halved," he said.

Amajor conspiracyis taking
place to change the identity
of Jharkhand, Mr Modi said.

In theJMM-Congress gov-
ernment, every wrong thing
was done to make the infil-
trators, who came from outside,
permanent residents here,
healleged. “Documents were
prepared overnight for these
infiltrators. Tribal daughters
were cheated in the name of
marriage and their land was
grabbed. These infiltrators

India, China begin weekly patrols in
Ladakh eye further troop I'EdI.ICtIOI‘IS

PARWINDER SANDHU
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Days after successfully com-
pleting a de-escalation
process in the eastern Ladakh
areas of Demchok and Dep-
sang, India and China have
commenced weekly patrols
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

The first patrol round,
completed in early Novem-
ber, saw the People’s Lib-
eration Army (PLA) begin
its patrols in Depsang on
Monday, while Indian troops
had conducted their first
patrol on 4 November, short-
ly after resuming patrols
in Demchok.

Following the de-esca-
lation, sources indicated
that the next phase will
involve a gradual de-induc-
tion of troops, although no
specific timeline for this
step has been set.

Prev10usly, the IndlanArmy
refuted media claims oflogis-
ticalroadblocksin the Depsang
area, emphasising that the
patrolling process continues
smoothly as agreed with the
Chinese side.

The new patrolling pro-
tocol comes after four years
of heightened tensions and
military buildup, including
the 2020 Galwan Valley clash

CCPA issuesguidelinestomaintaintransparencyincoachingsector

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

In a measure intended to
protect therights of consumers
and maintain transparency
in the coaching sector, the
Central Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) has issued
asetof comprehensive guide-
lines to address the issue of
misleading advertisements by
coaching centres.

The ‘Guidelines for Pre-
vention of Misleading Adver-
tisement in Coaching Sector,
2024, aim to safeguard stu-
dents and the public from
deceptive marketing practices
commonly employed by
coaching centres, Mrs Nidhi
Khare, Chief Commissioner,
CCPA, and Secretary, Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs
said on Wednesday while
interacting with the media.

The guidelines were draft-
ed in the wake of growing
concerns about false/mis-
leading claims, exaggerated
success rates, and unfair
contracts that coaching insti-
tutes often impose on stu-
dents. Such practices have

been found to mislead stu-
dents, influencing their deci-
sions by concealing impor-
tantinformation, giving false
guarantees etc.

“We have seen coaching
centres deliberately con-
cealing information from
prospective students. There-
fore, we have come out with
the guidelines to provide
guidance to people involved
in the coaching industry,”
Mrs Khare told reporters.

Under the new guidelines,

coaching centres are pro-
hibited from making false
claims regarding courses
offered and duration; faculty
credentials; fee structure
and refund policies; selection
rates and exam rankings;
and guaranteed job security
or salary increases.

The guidelines define
‘coaching’ to include aca-
demic support, education,
guidance, study programmes
and tuition, but exclude
counselling, sports and cre-

ative activities.

Coaching centres cannot
use names, photographs or
testimonials of successful
candidates without written
consent obtained after selec-
tion. They must display dis-
claimers prominently and
disclose important informa-
tion about courses.

The guidelines cover all
forms of advertising across
academic support, education,
guidance and tuition services.

However, they exclude
counselling, sports and cre-
ative activities.

The guidelines will apply
to every person engaged in
coaching, meaning not just
the coaching centres, but
also any endorsers or public
figures promoting their serv-
ices through advertisements.
Endorsers, who lend their
name or reputation to coach-
ing centres, will now be
responsible for ensuring that
the claims they endorse are
accurate and truthful.

Mrs Khare said coaching
centres should accurately
represent the service, facil-
ities, resources and infra-

structure. They should truth-
fullyrepresent that the cours-
es offered are duly recognised
and have the approval of a
competent authority such
as AICTE, UCQG, etc.

Violations will attract
penalties under the Con-
sumer Protection Act, Mrs
Khare added.

A committee, chaired by
the then Chief Commission-
er, CCPA, was constituted
to frame the guidelines. It
included the representative
of several organisations
namely Central Consumer
Protection Authority, Depart-
ment of Personnel & Train-
ing, Ministry of Education,
Lal Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of Administration
(as a special invitee), National
Law University (NLU) Delhi,
Law firm and Industry stake-
holders.

Based on the suggestion
of the committee, the CCPA
put up the draft guidelines
for public comments on 16
February. Public suggestions
werereceived from 28 stake-

holders, including the Ministry

of Education.

epaper.thestatesman.com

that resulted in 20 Indian
casualties and saw both
nations deploy significant
military resources to the
LAC. This period of tension
ultimately led to rounds of
diplomatic and military
talks, culminating in the
mutual disengagement
recently achieved.

In a symbolic gesture
during the Diwali festival,

Following the de-
escalation, sources
indicated that the
next phase will
involve a gradual de-
induction of troops,
although no specific
timeline for this step
has been set.

Indian and Chinese troops
exchanged sweets at mul-
tiple LAClocations, includ-
ing Chushul-Maldo and
Daulat Beg Oldi, under-
scoring a commitment to
reduced hostilities. Surveil-
lance along the LAC will
remain in effect, employing
advanced technology to
uphold the agreement. Addi-
tionally, regular commu-
nication at the brigadier
level aims to maintain sta-
bility and reduce the risk
of future escalations.

snatched your employment
from you and also snatched
your bread. But look at the
attitude of the government
here. The JMM government
told the court that there has
been no infiltration in Jhark-
hand," Mr Modi said.

“It has become difficult
for local residents to even
get water here. Therefore,
the security of bread, daugh-
ters and soil is the biggest
and important issue in this
election,” he said. “I assure
you that the BJP-NDA gov-
ernment will not let anyone
play with the security of the
bread, butter and soil of the
Santhal and Jharkhand,” Mr
Modi said.

Market witnesses
bloodbath as Nifty
falls 10 per cent
from peak

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Benchmark indices closed
deep in the red on Wednes-
day, marking their fifth con-
secutive day of losses. This
was riding on the inflation
concerns and sell-offin metal
stocks.

The Nifty index dropped
nearly 10 per cent from its
all-time high of around
26,277.35, reached on
27 September.

This marks the fifth con-
secutive day oflosses, asinflation
concerns and aselloffin metal
and realty stocksweighed heav-
ily on sentiment. At the close,
the Sensexhad shed 984 points,
or 1.3 per cent, settling at
77,690, while the Nifty declined
324 points, or 1.4 per cent, to
23,559.

(Details on Page 10)

2,000 more CAPF personnel deployed
in Manipur followingarmed attacks

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
IMPHAL, 13 NOVEMBER

The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) has sent 20 additional
companies of Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) to
Manipur to address worsening
violence and escalating ten-
sions between ethnic groups
in the state.

This deployment, bringing
an additional 2,000 personnel,
comes inresponse to renewed
attacks and heightened unrest,
including a targeted assault
on police forces.

Recent clashes in the Jirib-
am district on Monday saw
insurgents launching an
attack on the Borobekra police
station and anearby Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
camp, resulting in at least
ten militants killed and a
substantial weapons seizure.

Manipur has been
gripped by ethnic conflict
since May 2023, when violent
clashes between the Kuki
and Meitei communities

erupted, due to disputes
over Scheduled Tribe (ST)
status demand by the Meitei
community, leaving approx-
imately 200 people dead
and thousands displaced.

The MHA’s move torein-
force security in the region
follows significant episodes
ofviolence, as various groups
have called for additional
forces to protect displaced
residents and manage the
ongoing tensions.

With the new CAPF forces,
now totalling 218 companies,
personnel are stationed in
key areas like Imphal Valley
and Churachandpur, aiming
to stabilise these volatile

zones. The current deploy-
ment is scheduled to last
through 30 November, though
itmay be extended if the sit-
uation remains unstable.
In addition to personnel
reinforcement, the central
government has stationed
senior CRPF officials in
Manipur to coordinate
between CAPF units, state
police, and local adminis-
tration, especiallyin violence
hotspots across the state.
Meanwhile, efforts continue
torestore order, though spo-
radic skirmishes persist,
underscoring the complexity
of the region’s ethnic and
political landscape.
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Former Union Minister Vijay Goel, former Gov-
ernor Jagdish Mukhi, ex-MP and renowned
dancer Sonal Man Singh brief the media about
online gaming regulations at a press confer-

ence on Wednesday.

SUBRATA DUTTA

HC junks PIL challenging restriction on two-
wheelers on highways and expressways:
The Delhi High Court has refused to entertain
a public interest litigation (PIL) seeking direc-
tion to National Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) to permit two-wheelers to ply on all the
highways and expressways. However, a bench
headed by Chief Justice Manmohan asked the
petitioner to submit a representation to NHAI
with respect to imposition of penalty to the
extent of Rs 20,000 on two-wheelers. “Should
the petitioner make the representation, the
Competent Authority of the NHAI would con-
sider the same and decide it as expeditiously
as possible, preferably within four weeks,”
said the Bench, also comprising Justice Tushar
Rao Gedela. The PIL challenged the gazette
notifications issued by the NHAI restricting
two-wheelers on national highways and
expressways and sought direction to govern-
ment to framing guidelines for usage of two-
wheelers on the national highways and
expressways. Referring to the decision ren-
dered by a coordinate bench in Yuvraj Francis
vs. Union of India (2023) case, Chief Justice
Manmohan-led Bench said that it agrees and
concurs with its earlier analysis and opinion.

Delhi-NCR residents complain of burning
eyes, breathing issues due to air pollution:
Apart from the national capital, in the NCR
cities of Noida and Ghaziabad in Uttar
Pradesh and Gurugram in Haryana there was
a toxic smog hanging low in the air, making
breathing difficult for residents. Abhimanyu
Jha, a Delhi resident, voiced the concerns of
many as he spoke to IANS, warning that pol-
lution had reached deadly levels. “Pollution
has now become fatal,” he said, adding that
it was causing severe respiratory issues and
even cancer among the city's population.
Buddh Singh, who was out on the roads for
work, noted the worsening conditions: “It" s
like walking through fog. My eyes are burn-
ing, and it s difficult to breathe,” he said.
Prabhunath Dubey, a factory worker, shared
similar concerns. “The fog is so thick today
that even riding my bicycle has become dan-
gerous,” he said.

CM sends official note to LG for
reinstatement of bus marshals

Delhiitesgasp for breath
as AQlenters'severe’'zone

4placesinthecityrecordedairin'severe plus'categorywithindexvalueabove 450

AGRAJ PRATAP SINGH
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

elhi on Wednesday wit-

nessed a spike of 84

points in its air quality

index, plunging it into
the 'severe' category in just a
day's time.

The city's AQI stood at 418
from Tuesday's figure of 334.

Four places in the national
capital recorded air quality under
'severe plus' zone at 5 pm on
Wednesday, with AQIlevel above
450. These include Anand VIhar-
463, Jahangirpuri- 457, Ashok
Vihar 455 and Wazirpur- 450.

According to the Central Pol-
lution Control Board (CPCB), the
primary pollutants in the city's
air consisted of PM 10 and PM
2.5 (particulate matter). PM10
means particulate matter of 10
micrometers or less in diameter,
while PM 2.5 refers to particulate
matter which is 2.5 micrometers
or less in diameter.

The readings regarding AQI
in Delhi were based on observa-
tions from 36 out of the total 39
air monitoring stations, the CPCB
said.

Many people complained of
breathing discomfort, especially
outdoors, and in the areas with
more vehicular movement.

Talking to the newspaper,
many expressed that they did not
venture out for morning walks or

other outdoor activities upon wit-
nessing thick layers of smog in
the morning hours, while they
also felt uneasy.

A man who ventured out for a
morning run in the New Delhi
area said that the visibility was
much less and the smogwas quite
dense, which made him return
home.

The Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM) in its Air
Quality and Weather Bulletin for
Delhi on Wednesday mentioned
that meteorological conditions
are likely to remain extremely
unfavourable for effective dis-
persion of pollutants.

According to the CPCB, AQI
falling between 401- 500 points

(severe) affects healthy people
and seriouslyimpacts those with
existing diseases.

Pollution levels in the areas
adjoining Delhi, like Noida, Ghazi-
abad and Gurugram were no less
harmful, but were under the 'very
poor' zone.

Talking of the anti- pollution
measures, the second stage of
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) of the Commission for
Air Quality Management (CAQM)
which entails a host of steps
including mechanical sweeping,
water sprinkling and restrictions
isinforce across Delhi alongwith
its stage- I measures.

Itis likely that the CAQM may
invoke the next stage of GRAP, in
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case the national capital's AQI
remains to be in the severe zone.

Not only Delhi NCR, in fact
several places across Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh are
also reeling under poor and very
poor air quality.

Chandigarh's AQI on Wednes-
day was 372, Dehradun- 291,
Mandi Gobindgarh- 322, Pani-
pat- 370, Rohtak 303 and Sonipat
338.

According to the pollution
monitoring agency, AQI up to 50
pointsis considered 'good', 51 to
100 is 'satisfactory', 101 to 200
'moderate’, 201 to 300 'poor’, 301
to 400 'very poor', 401 to 450 is
'severe' and above 450 'severe
plus'.

Cupi

‘Delhigovt failed to
control pollution’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva on Wednesday
blamed the AAP government
for the deteriorating air quality
in the city, sayingit has utterly
failed to control pollution.

Referring to worsening air
quality, he said the pollution
levels in Delhi have reached
a peak, with PM 2.5 levels
surpassing400 in several areas,
and PM 10 levels reaching
beyond 1,000, on Wednes-
day.

“Delhi has turned into a
gas chamber, and the situation
is so bad that, except for
Arvind Kejriwal, Atishi and
Gopal Rai, everyone in Delhi
is coughing or complaining
of eye irritation and
headaches,” Sachdeva said.

Pointing outthataPM 2.5
level near 400 warrants imple-
menting Graded Response

~l 1
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Action Plan (GRAP) level 3,
hesaid but the city government
is not at all “serious” about
pollution control.

“Whetherit’s smoke from
crop burning in Punjab, dust
from broken roads, or con-
struction sites runningin vio-
lation of restrictions, all these
factors have turned life in
Delhi into a nightmare,”
Sachdeva said.

Stating that small children
and the elderly are the most
vulnerable to pollution, the
Delhi BJP chief said the gov-
ernmentshould immediately
close schools up to Grade 5
and advise the elderly and
children to stay indoors.

He said “while Delhiites
are suffering, there are no
government clinics offering
medication to counter pol-
lution. Immediate arrange-
ments must be made to dis-
tribute medicines to protect
against pollution.”

LG approves deployment of Civil Defence Volunteers to combat pollution

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Delhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena, on Wednesday,
approved the deployment of
Civil Defence Volunteers (CDVs)
for a period of four months,
starting from November 1.

The LG also urged the Delhi
government to take concrete
steps towards devisinga scheme
for the permanent employment
of the bus marshals separately
as he had directed in his earlier
letter to the chief minister on

October 20.

Kingpininvolvedin

Atishi, Saxena asked for the
In a note to Chief Minister scheme to clearly define the

roles of bus marshals, their ration-
ale, and service conditions to
be approved by the Cabinet and
called for immediate steps to
be taken for the creation of the
posts and making budgetary
provisions for the same to bring
the issue of bus marshals to a
logical conclusion.

“Itmay berecalled that your
predecessor, Arvind Kejriwal,
had recommended to me in
October 2023 that the services
of CDVs be terminated till a
number is determined through
aproper exercise,” the LG stated,

Delhi’s sanitation system completely

adding, “Responding to his
note, I had suggested that a
core strength of CDVs be retained
in the revenue department for
the purpose of disaster-related
work, and had also raised the
issue of livelihood concerns of
CDVswho come from a humble
background and had asked the
government to give it serious
attention.”

However, no proposal for
deployment of CDVs had been
received till September 2024, he
said.

“In the last two weeks, air

pollution is on the rise and
there is an urgent need to
activate local enforcement meas-
ures. In order to mitigate air
pollutionIapprove the proposal
to call out all CDVs who were
deployed as of October 30, 2023,
as per extant Rules and regula-
tions,” the note read.

However, the services of these

CDVs shall be utilised only for
the purpose of prevention of air
pollution in terms of the plan of
DPCC and they should not be

diverted to any other department

for any other work, it mentioned.

‘AAP creating confusion
todeceive studentson

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Delhi Chief Minister Atishi, on Wednes-
day, sent an official note to Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena rec-
ommending immediate reinstatement
of bus marshals.

According to her, it has been
made amply clear by the additional
chief secretary of transport that the
issue of bus marshals falls under
the purview of the LG. Hence, she
said, till the formulation of ascheme
for the regularisation of the bus
marshals, they must be reinstated
immediately the same way as it was
before October 31 last year.

The chief minister said the LG

Delhi experiences first fog of the season heralding onset of winter

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

should give a one-time relaxation
for utilisation of civil defence volunteers
as bus marshals. The issues of bus
marshals and the safety of women in
the citybuses were extensively delib-
erated in an all-ministry meeting
held on November 10 and a report
has been placed before LG.

The Delhi Cabinet unanimously
recommended the LG toimmediately
reinstate bus marshals as the matter
pertains to services as well as law
and order with a request to make a
scheme for bus marshals.

Meanwhile, the Delhi government
reiterated its commitment to pro-
viding budgetary support to the bus
marshals.

On Monday, the AAP said its
government, in a decisive move,
resolved to secure permanent
appointments for 10,000 Bus Mar-
shals who had lost their jobs allegedly
due to BJP’s dirty politics. After a
cabinet meeting, Atishi announced
that the Delhi ministers would sub-
mit a proposal to the LG urging
him to formulate a policy to make
these positions permanent.

The Delhi government had com-
mitted to fund the deployment of
bus marshals entirely, even if the
Centre or the LG introduced their
own policy for them.

Nangloi, Alipur
firingincidents held

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

The kingpin shooter involved in two
firingincidents at north Delhi’s Nangloi
and Alipur areas was held after an
encounter with police on Wednesday.

The accused ~Ram Nivas (30) alias
Mogli ~ sustained bullet injury on his
leg and is undergoing treatment at a
hospital, a police officer said, adding
that a motorcycle that he was riding
and two firearms had been seized from
him.

He was associated with Yogesh
Tunda- Gogi gang which had fired at a
plywood shop in Nangloi area and later
at the office of a property dealer in
Alipurin an attempt to extort by threat-
ening them in the name of gangsters
Jitender Gogi and Kuldeep Fazza, on
November 4.

The Crime Branch had already arrest-
ed two sharp shooters following a brief
encounter from Narela area in Outer
Delhi on November 5.

Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Special Cell NR), Amit Kaushik said
the gangster was spotted riding on a
motorcycle alongside Khera Canal,
Alipur and when asked to stop, he
opened fire on the police team.

collapsed under AAP: Vijender Gupta
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Leader of Opposition in Delhi Assembly
Vijender Guptaon Wednesday said the
sanitation system in the national capital
has completely “collapsed” under the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)-led Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD).

Gupta, who led a delegation of the
BJP legislators, made the statement
during his meeting with MCD Com-
missioner Ashwini Kumar over the
issues related to the sanitation system
in Delhi.

Attacking the AAP, the Leader of
Opposition said, “since the AAP came
to power in the MCD, the city's sanitation
system has been in disarray. Trash
pilesupinvariouslocations, and roads
are not even being swept regularly,
causing dust to accumulate on the
streets, which spreads through vehicle
movement, further increasing pollution
in Delhi.”

“The AAP has completely failed in
the Municipal Corporation. Neither
Mayor Shelly Oberoi acknowledges the
widespread filth in Delhi, nor does she
take responsibility for it,” he said.

Expressing concern over growing
garbage piles at Delhi's three major
landfill sites, Gupta pointed out that
AAP national convenor Arvind Kejriwal

had promised during the 2022 MCD
elections to tackle the problem of
garbage mountains. However, instead
of decreasing, they have only grown
bigger.

On the stray animals on roads, the
Leader of Opposition said, “Stray cows
and other animals stand in the middle
of roads, obstructing traffic and spreading
filth, while their removal is solely the
responsibility of the corporation.”

Referring to the 2025 Delhi Assembly
polls, Gupta said, “The AAP, mired in
corruption, is certain to be ousted in
the next assembly election. Once in
power, the BJP will begin addressing
Delhi's issues from day one.”

Elections to 70 Assembly seats in
Delhi are scheduled to be held early
next year.

development of'sports’
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Delhi BJP President Virendra Sachdeva, on
Wednesday, called the AAP government a
deceptive dispensation that creates confusion
around education systems to deceive students
about the development of sports in the city.

Sachdeva hit out at Delhi Chief Minister
Atishi, who along with AAP leader Manish
Sisodia, visited the Civil Lines-based sports
school, for praising the school as an achievement
of their government ignoring its failure to
produce even one national-level athlete in two
years.

The Delhi BJP chief said before the 2020
Assembly elections, the Arvind Kejriwal government
announced plansto establish a Sports University
in Delhi. However, to date, notasingle brick has
been laid on the university campus, the BJP
leader claimed.

Sachdeva said three years ago when the
government was widely criticised for failing to
establish the sports university, the Kejriwal
government sought to avoid criticism by
announcing the conversion of an old school
campus in Civil Lines into a sports school,
which the BJP leader called a mere mockery of
Delhi’s students. He further said there are
around 3 million students of school-going age
in Delhi, across both government and private
schools who could participate in sports.

Female agent arrested
for human trathicking

NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Delhiwas enveloped in a thick
blanket of fog on Wednesday
as asign of the arrival of winter
with reduced visibility and a
dip in the temperature.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the visibility at Indira
Gandhi International Airport
stood at ‘zero’ meters while
ithovered between 125 meters
to 500 meters at the same
time.

The visibility at several air-
ports in the northern part of
the country dropped below a

thousand metersat5amwith 200 meters among oth
Amritsarand Hindon airports added. However, the visibility
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ers, it flights in the morning.
Airport officials in Delhi

A e
toJaipur and one to Lucknow.
In a post on X, the Airport

recording zero meters and later improved after sunrise confirmed that at least ten Departmentstated, “Landing
Chandigarh airportrecording after causing a diversion of flightswere diverted withnine and takeoffs continue at Delhi
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With a blanket of fog
covering the city for a
major part of the day,
sunlight remained cut
off leading to a fall in
the maximum temper-
ature

airport, flights that are not
CAT III compliant may get
affected and the passengers
are advised to contactrespec-
tive airlines for timely updates”.

The Weather Department
added that the minimum
temperature in the last 24
hours stood at 17 degrees
Celsius while it was recorded
at 17.9 degrees Celsius on
Tuesday.

The national capital wit-
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nessed a significant change
in the weather in the form of
intensification of fog conditions
in the morning with dense to
very dense fog over the city,
it added. “With a blanket of
fog covering the city for a
major part of the day, sunlight
remained cut off leading to a
fall in the maximum temper-
ature,” the Weather Depart-
ment added.

Ithas also predicted a grad-
ual fall in the minimum tem-
peratures by 2-3 degrees Cel-
sius over north and northwest
India in the next five days.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperature in the city
isin the range of 30-33 degrees
Celsius and 14 -18 degrees
Celsius respectively, IMD Stat-
ed.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

A 28-year-old female agent,
part of alarger syndicate, was
arrested for forging Indian
documents for Nepalese nation-
als, arranging Indian passports,
and facilitating their travel
abroad to earn quick money.

The syndicate's activities
came to light when two pas-
sengers, Dinesh and Shyam,
both holding Indian passports,
arrived at IGI Airport in Feb-
ruary. During document ver-
ification, they were found to
be Nepalese nationals who
had fraudulently obtained
Indian passports.

A case was subsequently
registered at the IGIA Police

Station under sections of the
IPC, Public Premises Act, and
Foreigners Act, and an inves-
tigation was launched.

During the investigation,
the detaineerevealed that they
sought to go abroad to earn a
better income, as wages in
Nepal were reportedly low.
With a friend's assistance, they
traveled to West Bengal, where
they met Suban Subba, who
promised to arrange their jour-
ney and Indian documentation
for a fee of Rs 10 lakh.

Subba, in collaboration
with another associate, pre-
pared fake Aadhaar and Voter
ID cards for them and booked
their tickets. However, the
authorities at IGI Airportinter-
cepted them.
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People light earthen lamps at Vasudev Ghat
near Kashmiri Gate during the "Dilli Deepotsav
2024," illuminating the area with 3.51 lakh diyas

on Wednesday. IANS
India and Vietnam conduct 5th edition of
'Exercise VINBAX-24' in Ambala: The 5th edi-
tion of 'Exercise VINBAX-24' is underway in
Ambala, where Indian Army and Vietham Peo-
ple’s Army (VPA) troops are participating in
joint training focused on the deployment of
engineering units and medical teams in the
United Nations missions. As part of the exer-
cise, both forces conducted a joint road-
opening drill led by an Engineer Task Force
and a disaster management drill by the med-
ical team. This year s exercise includes an
expanded scope with Air Force personnel
from both nations exchanging best practices
for utilizing air assets in the UN mission reha-
bilitation efforts. The contingent observed
the use of Advanced Light Helicopters (ALH)
and Chinooks in various engineering support
tasks. The joint contingent also engaged in
sports and physical training, strengthening
camaraderie and coordination between the
two forces.

Former South Delhi MP inaugurates second
dealership of Omega Seiki Pvt Ltd: Former
South Delhi MP Ramesh Bidhuri inaugurated
the second flagship dealership of Omega
Seiki Pvt. Ltd., an electric vehicle and clean
energy solutions sector, marking a significant
step towards strengthening its presence in
the Indian market. The new showroom, locat-
ed in New Delhi will showcase Omega Seiki s
cargo and passenger electric two and three
wheeler models offering customers a first-
hand experience of cutting-edge EV technol-
ogy.

14-month-old Kenyan infant gets new lease
of life: A 14-month-old Kenyan infant, diag-
nosed with Pearson Syndrome, an exception-
ally rare and life-threatening disorder, treat-
ed successfully by a team of doctors in
Gurugam. The team of doctors led by Dr
Vikas Dua, Principal Director and Head, Paedi-
atric Haematology, Haemato Oncology and
Bone Marrow Transplant, Fortis Memorial
Research Institute, Gurugram performed a
stem cell transplant with thoroughly planned
chemotherapy regimen. The patient was dis-
charged in a stable condition within 21 days
and has been under regular weekly OPD fol-
low-ups. This is the first such case treated in
India of half-matched donor and 7th bone
marrow transplant, for treatment of Pearson
Syndrome.

Myopia Centre of Excellence launched:
EssilorLuxottica, a global leader in the design,
manufacture and distribution of ophthalmic
lenses, frames and sunglasses, and Dr.
Shroff s Charity Eye Hospital (SCEH), one of
the oldest eye care institutions in India, have
announced their collaboration in establishing
state-of-the-art Myopia Centre of Excellence
in the Capital. This collaboration brings
together the expertise and resources of
both organisations to combat Myopia pro-
gression in children and to help protect their
vision for the future. Myopia, commonly
known as nearsightedness, affects more
than 1 in 4 Indian children and if not treated
early can cause significant vision challenges
when the child has grown up.
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ieutenant Governor Manoj

Sinha on Wednesday

urged young and creative

minds to address the
emerging challenges of the domes-
tic apparel and textile industry
and work towards making India
the fashion capital of the world.
Addressing the convocation at
the National Institute of Fashion
Technology (NIFT), Srinagar,
the Lt Governor said, “Youth are
the inheritors of our great civil-
isation. I firmly believe India’s
unique cultural and historical
identity, and dedication of our
youth to weave magic into creative
products, will bring far-reaching
changes to the fashion indus-
try".
The Lt Governor shared the
key initiatives taken under the
guidance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to strengthen
the entire value chain, from fibre
and yarn to fabric and apparel,

Makeamarkingl
J&KLGadvises NIFT students

while also reviving unique cultural
and artistic heritage.

“J&Kis arepository of Indian
creative traditions, which man-
ifests in various handicraft and
handloom products. We are com-
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mitted to providing the necessary
opportunities and facilities to
empower and unlock the potential
of our talented weavers and
craftsmen,” he said.

The Lt Governor also com-

mended the efforts of NIFT to
provide a complete, meaningful,
relevant education in the area
of design development, fashion
management, and fashion com-
munication to strengthen the
brand positioning of apparel
and crafts and to support J&K’s
artisans and enrich the local
crafts through craft cluster proj-
ects.

He advised the students to
adopt an inclusive approach in
spreading the benefits of expertise
and exposure earned at NIFT to
the handicrafts and handloom
industry and to do justice to the
creativity of craftspeople for their
empowerment.

“NIFT has emerged as a pre-
mier fashion institution in the
country, producing professional
human resources for the textile
and apparel industry. Your col-
lective aim should be to build
global brands. Your creativity,
innovation, value edition, and
dedication to cultivating the per-
sonality of your products will

obal brands,

help make the fashion design,
technology, and lifestyle accessory
industries competitive in the
international market,” he said.
The Lt Governor also paid
tribute to well-known fashion
designer Rohit Bal whowasborn
in Srinagar and went on to rev-
olutionise the Indian fashion
industry. He said his innovative
and dynamic approach will inspire
NIFT students to become catalysts
for stronger and sustainable
growth in this sector.
Vikramjit Singh, Commis-
sioner, Secretary, Industries &
Commerce Department; Vijay
Kumar Bidhuri, Divisional Com-
missioner Kashmir; Rajiv
Omprakash, DIG CKR Srinagar;
Akshay Labroo, Deputy Com-
missioner Budgam; Prof. Monika
Gupta, Director, NIFT Srinagar;
Prof. Sudha Dhingra, Dean Aca-
demics, NIFT; HoDs of different
educational institutions, senior
officials of civil and police admin-
istration, students, and faculty
members were present.

LG Saxena nominates BJP's Satya Sharma to preside over Mayoral polls
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena on Wednesday
nominated Bharatiya Janata
Party's Municipal Councilor
Satya Sharma to preside over
the meeting of the house on
Thursday for the election of the
Mayor. Sharma is the councilor

Finance Commissions

The last mayoral elec-
tions had witnessed high
voltage drama as the LG
had nominated aldermen,
which was opposed by
the AAP which alleging
that BJP was favoured

representing the Gautam Puri
ward in Northeast Delhiand has

presided over the mayoral polls
earlier as well.

The meeting is scheduled to
be held at 2 pm on Thursday at
the Civic Centre for the election
of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor
of the MCD.

It was on November 4 that
elections to the post of Mayor
and Deputy Mayor were
announced, as per an official

order.

The Mayoral polls have been
postponed since April this year.
This time, the new Mayor is
going to be from the reserved
community.

As per the existing scenario
in MCD since the last election,
the AAP's councilors strength
in the house stands at 125 out of
the 250-members with the BJP

at 113. The Congress has eight
seats, while the remaining three
are held by the independents.

The last mayoral elections
had witnessed high voltage drama
as the LG had nominated alder-
men, which was opposed by the
AAP which alleging that BJP was
favoured.

This also led to a delay in the
swearing in of the councilors.

Postgraduate
studentdetained
in Kashmirfor

gloritying

terrorism
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Apostgraduate student from
South Kashmir’s Kulgam was
on Wednesday detained by
the Counter Intelligence Kash-
mir (CIK) for allegedly spread-
ingradical views and instigating
public sentiment against the
Indian government on social
media.

The CIK said that the M
Sc Lab Science student Bhat
Navidul, a resident of Tazi-
pora-Mohanpora of District
Kulgam, was misusing social
media for radical propaganda
aimed at instigating people
against the government of
India and also glamorising
terrorism in J&K.

"He was using social media
platforms to promote radical
propaganda, encouraging
people to join militant ranks
and glorifying militancy in
Jammu and Kashmir," said
the CIK.

Theaccusedisin constant
touch with some cyber and
virtual entities involved in
radicalising and motivating
the youth to join terrorism
and terrorist ranks, the CIK
said. "Besides, theindividual
also consumes the radical
content available on the inter-
net. [twasalsolearnt thathe
is about to join the terrorist
ranks. Onreceipt of the infor-
mation, aspecial team of CIK
apprehended Bhat Navidul
Ali for questioning.

Delhi LGwantsincome limit for EWS admission quotaraised to<5 lakh

Conclave in Delhi today
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In asignificant effort to promote
greater devolution to Pan-
chayati Raj Institutions (PRIs),
the Centre is organising a
One-Day Finance Commis-
sions Conclave — Devolution
to Development at Vigyan
Bhawan in New Delhi on
Thursday.

The conclave, to be held
under the leadership of Dr.
Arvind Panagariya, Chairman
of the 16th Finance Commis-
sion, will bring together key
stakeholders to discuss and
enhance the role of State
Finance Commissions (SFCs)
in the effective allocation of
funds to Rural Local Bodies
(RLBs).

The conclave aims to foster
dialogue and collaboration
among the various stakeholders
involved in local governance
and financial devolution.

The eventwill feature par-
ticipation from the Members
ofthe 16th Finance Commis-
sion, Senior Officials from the
Ministry of Panchayati Raj,
Ministry of Finance, Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs,
and eminent experts from
reputed academic and relevant
institutions.

Chairpersons of nine State

Finance Commissions—from
Andhra Pradesh, Assam,
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala,
Telangana and Uttar Pradesh
— are expected to share their
experiences and insights on
the functioning of SFCs with
the Finance Departments of
the States that have not yet
established SFCs.

The conclave will feature
four key sessions focused on
strengthening financial gov-
ernance in local bodies, with
a particular emphasis on the
effectiveness of SFCs:

The conclave will provide
an opportunity to highlight
and address the structural
and operational needs of SFCs,
fostering a stronger, more
responsive framework that
can directly contribute to sus-
tainable development at the
grassroots.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor (LG)
VK Saxena has advised Chief Min-
ister Atishi to enhance theincome
limit for availing admissions in
private schools under the EWS
category from the existing Rs 1
lakh to at least Rs 5 lakh per
annum.

Disposing of a file in a court
matter where the matter ofincome
limit for availing of benefits is
before the Delhi High Court,
Saxena said that the income limit

set by the government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi (GNCTD)
was “unrealistic and restrictive”,

the LG office said on Wednes-
day.

Saxena underlined that in a
scenario where even aminimum
wage earner earned more than
Rs2.51akh peryear, suchrestriction
would deprive thousands of
deprived children of benefits
under the EWS scheme for admis-
sion into private schools, it said.

The LG pointed out that the
prescribed income limit for higher
education by the Government of
India stood at Rs 8 lakh and the
court itself in its earlier hearing
had asked the Delhi government

Himachal HC declares appointment

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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Inablow to the Himachal Pradesh
government, the state High Court
on Wednesday declared the
appointment of Chief Parliamen-
tary Secretary (CPS) by Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
void.

Terming the appointment as
unconstitutional, the court ordered
immediate withdrawal of all facil-
ities provided to the six CPS. A
division bench ofthe HC headed
by Justice Vivek Thakur and Justice
Bipin Chander Negi gave the final
order.

The court setting aside the
Himachal Pradesh Parliamentary

Secretaries Act, 2006 under which
the appointment of the CPS had
been made, termed the appoint-
ment of the CPS as wastage of
public funds.

The appointment of CPS had
been challenged through two
separate petitions including eleven
BJP MLA’s which also included
former BJP President Satpal Satitti
and a PIL by Kalpana Devi.

The six MLAs who had been
appointed as CPS by Sukhu gov-
ernment on January 8, last year
include Sunder Singh from Kully,
Sanjay Awasthi from Arki, Mohan
Lal Brakta from Rohru, Kishori
Lal from Baijnath, Ashish Buital
from Palampur and Ram Kumar
from Doon.

The courtinits ruling declared
the appointment of CPS to be
‘illegal, unconstitutional, void
ab-initio’ and accordingly set it
aside.

“Since the impugned Act is
void ab initio therefore the respon-
dents (six CPS) are usurpers of
public office right from their
inception and thus their contin-
uance in the office, based on
theirillegal and unconstitutional
appointment , is completely
impermissible inlaw. Accordingly
from now onwards, they shall
cease to be holders of the offices
of CPSs with all consequences,”
maintained the court. The court
also directed the Advocate General
appearing for the state and counsel

to raise the income limit to at
least Rs 2.5 lakh.

Saxena stated while ideally,
the income limit should be Rs
eight lakh itself since students
benefiting at the primary and
secondary levels are the ones
who go ahead to avail higher
education, a minimum of Rs five
lakh should be kept as the limit
for admissions into private schools.

In his note addressed to the
chief minister, the LG directed
that the stand taken by him on
the file should be brought on
record of the court.

of CPS void

appearing for the respondents
to convey the passing of the judg-
ment to enable the Chief Secretary
and all concerned for itsimmediate
implementation. The Chief Sec-
retary and all concerned have
also been directed to ensure the
implementation of this judgment
in and spirit by the court.
Meanwhile, Advocate General
Anup Rattan said that the state
government will challenge the
High Court’s order in the apex
court. Leader of Opposition and
former Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur and BJP state president
Dr. Rajeev Bindal, welcoming
the decision,said that this order
isamajor setback to the Congress
government of Himachal Pradesh.

Thetransformation of Haryanaover adecadeiscrystal clear: Governor
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Stating that the transformation
of Haryana over a decade is
crystal clear, Governor Bandaru
Dattatraya called upon the
members of the state assembly
to ensure that no obstacle
stands in the way of fulfilling
the resolution for 'Viksit
Haryana - Viksit Bharat'.
“The difference between
the Haryana a decade ago
and the Haryana today is
crystal clear,” he said while
addressing the first session
of the State Vidhan Sabha on
Wednesday and hoped each
MLA would make the most
of every moment in this House
to prioritise public welfare.
He said he was confident
that the Assemblywould usher
in anew chapter of decisions
focused on public welfare.
“Let’s all unite with full ded-
ication to achieve the resolution
of ‘Viksit Haryana — Viksit
Bharat’, he told the assembly.
On the occasion, the governor
pointed out that this is the
first time in the history of
Haryana that people have
shown trustin a government
for the third consecutive time.

“Now that the environment
is highly conducive for the
development of non-stop
Haryana in every way the
entire state would be keeping
an eye on the decisions and
policies formulated by this
Assemblyin the times to come.
Hence, itis the responsibility
of every member to ensure
that the state and its people
get the maximum benefit of
this favourable time,” he said.

The governor advised the
members to always remember

the ‘moolmantra’ of the Father
ofthe Nation, Mahatma Gand-
hi, who emphasised that every
decision we make should be
evaluated by its impact on
the poorest and weakest person
in society.

He told the legislators, “The
people of the state have enthu-
siastically participated in the
recently concluded election
process and have sent you to
this Assembly, the state's
Supreme Panchayat, as the
advocates of their rights. You
are, therefore, expected to
fulfill your responsibilities
with full dedication and com-
mitment.

The governor noted that
40 of the 90 members of the
15th assembly have been elect-
ed to the august house for
the first time. Extending a
special welcome to all these
members, he said in the 14th
Assembly, only nine women
members, who he called
‘navratnas’ (the proverbial
nine gems), were elected,
while this time around the
number has increased by
nearly one, and half times to
13. Calling the House flag
bearer of the aspirations of
2.75 crore people of the state,
he said itis the responsibility

of every MLA to meet the
expectations of the people.

Bandaru Dattatraya pointed
out that this is the first time
in the history of Haryana that
people have shown trustin a
government for the third con-
secutive time. The incumbent
state government has received
ahistoric and decisive mandate
in these elections. This man-
date is a strong expression of
the people’sunwavering trust
and faith in the existing policies
and programmes of the gov-
ernment.

Governor Bandaru Datta-
traya further said that for the
fair and peaceful elections
held in the state, the vigilant
voters of the state, the Election
Commission of India, and all
officers and employees asso-
ciated with the election process
deserve appreciation.

He called the 2024 elections
an election based on trust in
‘Neeti, Niyat, Nishtha aur Nir-
nay’ (Policy, Intent, Integrity,
and Decisions).

The present state govern-
ment has carried forward a
mission of service, security,
good governance, cooperation,
and uplift of the Antyodaya
for the last 10 years, and this
mandate is an endorsement

of that mission.

This is a mandate that the
work of developing Haryana
should continue non-stop and
we should continue achieving
our goals. The government
will continue to move forward
with the spirit of ‘Rajya ke
vikas se desh ka Vikas’ (Devel-
opment of the State contributes
to the development of the
Nation), said Bandaru Datta-
traya.Over the past 10 years,
the present state government
worked beyond the narrow
mindset of regionalism, con-
stituency consideration, and
family-based politics. Also, it
has focused on ‘Shiksha,
Swasthya, Suraksha, Swavalam-
ban aur Swabhimaan’ (Edu-
cation, Health, Security, Self-
reliance, and Self-respect),
giving new energy and momen-
tum to the state's development.
The vision of Antyodaya by
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya
hasnotonly guided the present
state government but also
embodies the core principle
of "Haryana Ek-Haryanvi EK"
in all our efforts, he said.

He said the government
has envisaged Haryana as a
vibrant, dynamic, and resur-
gent State of India. Dedicated
efforts are being made to
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ensure that farms of the state
have an abundance of produce;
the wheels of industry grind
uninterrupted, ample employ-
ment opportunities are avail-
able for the youth, and sisters
and daughters feel safe,
empowered, and self-reliant.

The governor said the state
government, following the
guiding principle of “Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas” given by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has pro-
vided equal opportunities for
every section to progress in
the state. The prime minister
considers the poor, the youth,
women, and farmers as the
four pillars of a ‘Viksit Bharat’
(Developed India).

He said the state govern-
ment has oriented its policies
toward strengthening these
pillars. The government's
effort is to ensure that every
government scheme benefits
them, as this is the path to
their upliftment and welfare.
When the governmentworks
with the resolve that not a
single eligible person should
be left out from any govern-
ment scheme so that every
penny spent from the treasury
isutilised in the public interest,
said the Governor.

Direct-to-consumer brands explore
avenues to enhance buyer experience
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Aimed at a transformative
impact on the retail industry,
various brands that work on
the Direct-to-Consumer (D2C)
model on Wednesday held
discussions in New Delhi for
strategic partnerships and
innovative practices for bet-
terment based on the theme
New Age Destinations
Anchored by Experiences.

The discussions were held
on key strategies by the industry
leaders, retail innovators, and
stakeholders from across the
countryregarding improving
the experience of consumers
at the new age shopping cen-
tres.

The businessmen discussed
the approaches that were cus-
tomer-centricwith the business
strategies to involve the cus-
tomer focused planning. A
young businessleader empha-
sised during the discussions
held at the SCN and D2C Sum-
mit that empathy and under-
standing customers' needs
are crucial to building lasting
relationships.

Speaking at the inaugural
session, Bhavesh Pitroda, con-

venor of the India D2C Summit
highlighted the significance
of the co-located events, stating,
“The powerful convergence
of SCN and India D2C Summit
2024 is perfectly timed, as
developers are keen to explore
new partnerships with D2C
brandslookingto expand into
new geographies. More empha-
sis was also laid on the use of
technology to solve customer
pain points, in a bid to build
more trust, which will ultimately
resultin better sales. Technology
is the key to reducing returns
and improving customer sat-
isfaction, said Pratik Singh,
co-founder of a new age
footwear manufacturingbrand.

Discussions were also held
on creating better in- store
experience for the consumers,
particularly in the younger
demographic, making expe-
rience based retail apowerful
tool.
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If MVAWins, Maha willbecome
an ATM for Congress, says Shah

AmitShah criticised the Congressfor notfulfillingits pre-election promisesin Telangana
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nion Home Min-
ister Amit Shah said
atanelectionrally
in Maharashtra's
Chalisgaon on Wednesday
thatif the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) wins the assembly
elections, the state would
end up as an ATM cash
machine for the Congress.
“They (Congress-backed
MVA) will withdraw funds
from Maharashtra and send
the cash to Delhi,” Shah said.
He also made fun of Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi.
"Recently, Rahul Gandhiwas
seen waving a copy of Babasa-
heb Ambedkar’s Constitution.
He used the same copy for
taking the oath in Parliament.
But afterjournalists got their
hands on that copy, it had
only blank pages. By showing
a fake Constitution, Rahul

has broken the trust of the
people and insulted Babasa-
heb Ambedkar. Rahul Baba,
you have neverread the Con-
stitution,” he said.

He dismissed claims that
investment in Maharashtra
had dropped under the
Mahayuti government. “The
truth is that after Eknath
Shinde and Devendra Fad-
navis formed the government,
Maharashtrais now the num-
ber one state in attracting
Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) in India,” he said.

Shah said that the Mahayuti
government would bringben-
efits to Maharashtra. “Your
single vote willnot only bring
the Mahayuti to power, but
it will also deposit Rs 2,100
in the accounts of Maharash-
tra’s sisters. Your single vote
will result in depositing Rs
15,000 instead of Rs 12,000
annually in bank accounts
of farmers,” he said.

He criticised the Congress
for not fulfillingits pre-election
promises in Telangana, Kar-
nataka, and Himachal
Pradesh.

Earlier in the day, Shah
attacked the Congress-backed
opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) alliance at an election
rally in Dhule.

Ridiculing Rahul Gandhi
over alleged demands from
Muslim leaders for reserva-

tions, Shah said, “Rahul Baba,
even ifyour fourth generation
comes, Muslims will never
receive reservations meant
for SCs, STs, and OBCs,”
adding that quotas for these
groups are constitutionally
protected.

Shah called the MVA the
“Aurangzeb fan club” and
accused the ShivSena (UBT)
Chief Uddhav Thackeray of
abandoning the principles

ofhislate father Bal Thackeray
byjoining hands with Congress
and NCP leaders who had
resisted initiatives like the
renaming of Aurangabad,
construction of the Ram Tem-
ple, the abrogation of Article
370, and the 2016 surgical
strikes against Pakistan.

“The Aghadi only wants
appeasement. Uddhavji has
forgotten all the principles
of Balasaheb Thackeray.
Maharashtra has only two
options beforeit—the MVA,
which is the Aurangzeb fan
club, or the Mahayuti, which
follows the principles of Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj and
Veer Savarkar,” Shah said.

He said that the the BJP-
backed Mahayuti is a force
for 'vikas' (development)
while the MVAis a guarantee
for 'vinaash' (destruction),
urging voters to choose a
party committed to devel-
opment.

Mallikarjun Kharge calls BJP-led
Mahayuti‘agovernment of thieves’

BOBBY ANTHONY
MUMBAI, 13 NOVEMBER

Congress President Mallikar-
jun Kharge launched a frontal
attack on the BJP as he cam-
paigned for the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) at Akkalkot
near Solapur in Maharashtra
on Wednesday.

"The BJP-backed
Mahayuti is not a govern-
ment chosen by the people,
but a government formed
through deceit and bribery.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi claims this is a dou-
ble-engine government, but
I call it a government of
thieves. Such a government
will not last long," said
Kharge, switching between
Kannada, Marathi, and
Hindi.

"Modi claimed that all
black money kept abroad
would be broughtback and
everyone would get Rs 15
lakh. He said that 2 crore
jobs would be created and
that farmers' income would
be doubled, but none of
this happened. Soybean

FF

farmers are not getting the
minimum support price
MSP)," Kharge said, reiter-
ating promises made in the
MVA election manifesto.
"Why did Modi take con-
trol of the Enforcement
Directorate, CBI, and all
other departments? He did
it to trouble and terrorise
people, not for the sake of
development," Kharge said.
"Itwas Pandit Nehru who
introduced a mixed economy
in this country. After that,
thejoint sector was started,
bringing both private and
public sectors together.
Later, the cooperative sector
was started by the Congress
under which milk cooper-
atives were initiated. After
that, they began selling all

of this to two of their friends
— Adani and Ambani," he
said.

"Modi calls himself an
OBC, but he never pays
attention to backward castes.
Instead, he looks after his
two backward friends —
Adani and Ambani. Both of
these gentlemen are back-
ward, and that is why Modi
helps only them. Do you
think he is going to help
the poor? This is a govern-
ment of thieves," he said.

Earlier during the day,
Kharge attacked the BJP as
he campaigned for the MVA
at Latur in Maharashtra.
Calling the BJP-led Mahayuti
agovernment of thieves, he
said that the BJP and its
ideological mentor, the RSS,
played no role in India's
freedom struggle.

"Congress leaders laid
down theirlives to keep the
country and all communities
united. On the contrary, the
BJP and RSS had no contri-
bution to the freedom move-
ment or the unity of the
country," he said.

Only negative people can give
slogan like this: Akhilesh Yadavon
Yogi’sslogan ‘Batoge to Katoge’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KANPUR, 13 NOVEMBER

Samajwadi Party President
Akhilesh Yadavon Wednesday
said BJP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has given the worst
undemocratic and unconsti-
tutional slogan in history.

"Only negative people can
give the slogan of 'Batoge to
Katoge ( If we divide, we will
becut)'. Thisslogan was given
after learning from the British
policy of divide and rule. "', he
said, adding that people of
BJP are traders of fear. "They
create fear and trade in fear,"
he alleged.

The SP President was
addressing a public meeting
insupportofthe party candidate
for the Sisamau assembly
bypolls here on Wednesday.

Polling for Sisamau along
with 8 other assembly seats

will be held on November 20.

In a veiled attack on CM
YogiAdityanath, the SP President
said a person becomes great
by his thoughts but some
peoplestart considering them-
selves great by changing their
clothes.

"People become saints by
thoughts and words and not
by changing clothes. The public
will destroy those who lie and
mislead," he said.

Akhilesh Yadav said that
""this election is an election to
provide justice"'.

Hesaid "SP people will nei-
ther fear nor bow down, they
will fight againstinjustice and
win. We are fighting to save
the Constitution of Baba Saheb
Ambedkarand the democracy
ofthe country. The Constitution
is our shield, our security, our
protective shield and our life-
line.'

Maharashtraassemblypolls: SC questions Ajit Pawar for using
Sharad Pawar’s name, tells him to stand up on hisown legs

PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday questioned Ajit
Pawar faction of the Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP)
as to why it was repeatedly
using the name of the veteran
leader Sharad Pawar -head
of therival Nationalist Con-
gress Party (Sharad Chandra
Pawar) - during the cam-
paigning for the ongoing
State assembly election in
Maharashtra.

Abench comprising]Jus-
tice Surya Kant and Justice
Ujjal Bhuyan told the Ajit
Pawar faction that they have
to fight the elections on
their own identity and should
not take Sharad Pawar’s
name during the election-
eering.

Asking Ajit Pawar to stand
on his ownlegs and instruct

. |
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the members of his party
not to use the pictures and
videos of Sharad Pawar, the
bench observed that voters
are wise enough to see
through any confusion.
“You try to stand up on
your own legs, now thatyou
haveideological differences
with Sharad Pawar," it said.
In the earlier hearing,
the top court had directed
the Ajit-Pawar-led Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) to
publish disclaimers in news-
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papers, including Marathi
dailies, stating that the use
of the ‘clock’ symbol by his
party remains a sub-judice
matter.

Senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, appearing
for the Sharad Pawar func-
tion told the bench that Ajit
Pawar faction was not com-
plying with the top court
order and it was continuing
to piggyback on the veteran

leader's goodwill.
To this, the bench said

people are wise enough to
differentiate between Sharad
and Ajit Pawar.

“We should not under-
estimate voters also,” said
the bench.

Telling both Ajit Pawar
and Sharad Pawar factions
to concentrate on their side
ofthe battlefield, the bench
said, “People of this country
are very wise and know how
tovote and can differentiate
who is Sharad and Ajit Pawar.
Order of court should be
faithfully complied with and
respected. We are not sure
if videos influence or not
and how much.”

The observation by the
top court came in the course
of the hearing of an appli-
cation by the Sharad Pawar
group alleging violation of
the conditions of the court
order by the Ajit Pawar fac-
tion.

Congress callsforimmediate
release of civilians missing
after Manipur militantattack

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
IMPHAL, 13 NOVEMBER-

Following a recent militant
assault on the Borobekra
police station and a nearby
CRPF post in Jakuradhor,
Jiribam district, former
Manipur Chief Minister
Okram Ibobi Singh has called
for the urgent and safe release
of six civilians who remain
unaccounted for.

At a press conference
here today, he expressed
deep concern over the grow-
ing violence in Manipur,
highlighting the govern-
ment’s failure to ensure
civilian safety amid esca-
lating unrest. Ibobi stressed
the innocence of the missing
civilians, who disappeared
on the day of the attack,

''and appealed to the

assailants to release them
unharmed on humanitarian
grounds."These missing
people are innocent civilians,
and releasing them would
be the humane and wise
course of action,” he said.
Criticizing the govern-
ment’s handling of security,
the former CM questioned
its commitment to protecting
residents' lives and prop-
erties. “What is the point
of having a government if
itcan’t protectits people?”
he asked, adding that 18
months of instability have
left citizens increasingly
vulnerable. He also con-
demned the Central gov-
ernment’s perceived inac-
tion, describing its silence
as "unfortunate" and sug-
gesting it has allowed the
conflict to deteriorate.

LEGALNOTICES

IN THE HIGH COURT OF
DELHI AT NEW DELHI
Notice under Order V Rule
20 Code of Civil Procedure
Case No. MAC. APP.
627/2019 & CM. APPL.
27580/2019 & 27581/2019
Appeal Against order dated
16-01-2018
Passed By Sh. Devender
Kumar, PO: MACT, Shahdara
Distt., Karkardooma Courts,
Delhi.

In MAC No. : 641/2016

SAJAN & ANR.

-Appellants
Vs

THE ORIENTAL INS. CO. LTD.
& ORS.

-Respondents

Notice to : Respondent No.
2To7

2. Dhirender @ Dhirender
Kumar S/o Late Sh. Kunwar
Lal, 3. Sangeeta W/o0 Sh. Nand
Ram, 4. Reeta D/o Late
Sh. Kunwar Lal, 5. Geeta
D/o Late Sh. Kunwar Lal, 6.
Poonam D/o Late Sh. Kunwar
Lal, 7. Deepu S/o0 Late Sh.
Kunwar Lal

(Respondet No. 4 to 7 are
minor through Respondent
No. 2 being Natural Guardian.)

All R/0 B-1, 287/A-1, Gali
No. 11, Ground Floor, Ashok
Nagar, Delhi.

Permanent Address : Village
& Post Karmer, Ps Aata, Orai
Distt., Jaloun, U.P.

Whereas the above noted
appellant has presented an
appeal Under Section 173 of
Motor Vehicle Act 1988, which
was listed before the Court
on 31-05-2019 and the Court
ordered issuance of notice to
you and Notice of the appli-
cation was also ordered to
be issued to you. And whereas
it has been proved to the sat-
isfaction of the Court that you
cannot be served in the ordi-
nary manner. Notice is hereby
issued that if you wish to
defend the above mentioned
appeal you may cause an
appearance to be entered on
your behalf either in person
or through an advocate duly
appointed by you for the
purpose before the Joint
Registrar Judicial on 20-11-
2024 at 11:00 A.M.

If no appearance is made
on your behalf, by yourself,
your pleader or someone by
law authorized to act for you
in the said appeal on the afore-
mentioned date, no further
notice of the subsequent date
of hearing of the said appeal
& application will be given
and the same will be heard
and determined exparte in
your absence.

Given under my hand and
seal of this Court, this the
16th day of October, 2024.

Assistant Registrar

For Registrar General
Seal of the Court

IN THE COURT OF
Sh. Shiv Kumar,

District Judge-02, West,

Room No. 127, 1st Floor,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PC No. : 55/2024

ANISH KUMAR

Vs

STATE & ORS.

CITATION UNDER SECTION
283(2) OF SUCCESSION ACT
1925

Whereas the abovesaid peti-
tion under the Indian Succes-
sion Act, 1925 for grant of
probate of the Will or for
Letters of Administration to
the estate of Late Smt. Indra
Srivasatav W/o Late Sh.
Rajeshwar Prasad, who died
on 05-06-2014 at Delhi in
respect of entire Second Floor
with Roof Rights, comprising
of Two Rooms set of property
bearing No. S-1/99 (Old No.
WZ-51) area measuring 45 sq.
yards, approx., fitted with
electric & water connections
with common stair case, sit-
uated in the colony known as
Old Mahavir Nagar, in the
area of Village Nangli Jalab,
New Delhi, has been filed by
Sh. Anish Kumar, S/o0 Late Sh.
Rajeshwar Prasad R/0 S-1/127,
Ground Floor, Old Mahavir
Nagar, New Delhi.

Whereas the 17th day of
January 2025 has been fixed
for hearing the abovesaid
case. Notice is hereby given
that any person having any
interest in the Administration
of the Estate of the said
deceased may if he/she
desires, appear in this court
on the above said date and
see the proceedings regarding
Grant of Probate (or for Letter
of Administration) and may
file objection, if any, in the
abovsaid probate petition.

Given under my hand and
the seal of this court on this
day 26th day of October, 2024.

District Judge-02, West,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
Seal of the Court

IN THE COURT OF
Sh. Bharat Aggarwal,
Administration Civil Judge-
cum-Additional Rent
Controller (Central),
Room No. 113, 1st Floor,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
SC No. : 132/2024
NDOH : 20-01-2025

RAJAN

Vs

THE STATE & ANR.

Rajan S/o Late Sh. Manohar
Lal, R/o H. No. 3298, Gali No.
3, Bagh Karekhan, Kishan Ganj,
Delhi-110007

-Petitioner

FOR SUCCESSION CERTIFI-
CATE UNDER INDIAN SUCCES-
SION ACT, 1925

To,

All Concerned

Whereas in the above noted
petition the applicant/peti-
tioner has applied for Suc-
cession Certificate to the
Hon'ble Court Under Section
372 of the Indian Succession

Act, 1925 in respect of the
debt and securities amount
of Rs xxx. As per record
to be standing in the name
of Late Shri Manohar Lal
deceased.

Whereas the 20-01-2025 at
10' o clock in the forenoon
has been fixed for hearing or
the application notice is hereby
given to this concerned.

Given under my hand and
the seal of the court on this
08-11-2024.

Administration Civil

Judge-cum-Additional Rent

Controller (Central),

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
Seal of the Court

IN THE COURT OF
Sh. Bharat Aggarwal,
Administration Civil Judge-
cum-Additional Rent
Controller (Central),
Room No. 113, 1st Floor,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
SC No. : 131/2024
NDOH : 07-01-2025
SUDHIR KUMAR & ANR.
Vs

THE STATE & ANR.

1. Sudhir Kumar, 2. Sanjay,
Both sons/Lrs of Late Sh.
Sudesh Kumar, R/o House No.
87/100, Jawahar Lal Nehru
Marg, 100 Quarters, Ajmeri
Gate (Near Vikram Nagar),
Ferozeshah Kotla, New Delhi-
110002

-Petitioner

FOR SUCCESSION CERTIFI-
CATE UNDER INDIAN SUCCES-
SION ACT, 1925

To,

All Concerned

Whereas in the above noted
petition the applicant/peti-
tioner has applied for Suc-
cession Certificate to the
Hon'ble Court Under Section
372 of the Indian Succession
Act, 1925 in respect of the
debt and securities amount
of Rs xxx. As per record to
be standing in the name of
Late Sh. Sudesh Kumar
deceased.

Whereas the 07-01-2025 at
10" o clock in the forenoon
has been fixed for hearing or
the application notice is hereby
given to this concerned.

Given under my hand and
the seal of the court on this
08-11-2024.

Administration Civil

Judge-cum-Additional Rent

Controller (Central),

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
Seal of the Court

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF
DEFENDANT
(Order 5, Rules 20 of the
Code of Civil Procedures)
IN THE COURT OF
Sh. Sandeep Kumar Sharma,
District Judge-02, Central
District, Room No. 31,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
Case Reg. No.:

CS DJ/202/2023

JAI KUMAR

Versus
DHARMENDER
To,

SH. DHARMENDER S/0 SH.
KATWARU RAM, R/0 502B, D-
BLOCK, CHANDER SHEKHAR
AZAR COLONY, WAZIRPUR
AREA, NORTH-WEST DELHI-
110052.

WHEREAS you are inten-
tionally evading service of
summons it is hereby notified
that if you shall not defend
the case on the 29th day of
January, 2025 on the day fixed
for the final disposal, it will
be heard and determined
ex-parte.

Given under my hand and
the seal of the court on
07-11-2024.

District Judge-02, Central

District, Tis Hazari Courts,

Delhi

N-7336

U/0 5 Rule 20 CPC
IN THE COURT OF
Sh. Gurdev Singh,
Civil Judge
(Junior Division), Ludhiana
CNR No. :
PBLD02-001423-2020
Next Date : 07-12-2024
M/S DAVINDER SANDHU
IMPEX PVT. LTD.
Vs
M/S J.P. FASHION READY-
MADE GARMENTS
SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS.-
2157061/-
PUBLICATION ISSUED TO :
1. M/S J.P. FASHION REDY-
MADE GARMENTS, G-23/91,
SECTOR 7, ROHINI NEW DELHI
THROUGH PROPRIETOR PAR-
MINDER KAUR
2. PARMINDER KAUR PROP.
M/S J.P. FASHION REDYMADE
GARMENTS, G-23/91, SECTOR
7, ROHINI NEW DELHI
In above titled case, the
defendants(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered that defendants(s) /
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel
on 07-12-2024 at 10:00 a.m.
For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?tr
s=district_notice&district=Lud-
hiana
Civil Judge (Junior Divi-
sion), Ludhiana

Dated, this day of 10-10-2024
Seal of the Court

U/0 5 Rule 20 CPC
IN THE COURT OF
Ritika Sharma,
Civil Judge
(Junior Division), Karnal
CNR No. :
HRKR02-002021-2022
Next Date : 12-12-2024
KARAN PAINTS PVT. LTD.
Vs

G.B EQUIPMENT SYSTEMP

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO :

1. G.B Equipment System 1

LTD A COMPANY LTD BY
SHARES HAVING ITS REGIS-
TERED OFFICE FLAT NO. 7,
198/12-13 2ND FLOOR RAMESH
MARKET EAST, KAILASH NEW
DELHI-110065

2. Bipen Gupta Director of
GB Equipments System Lim-
ited, Flat No. 7, 198/12-13, 2nd
Floor, Ramesh Market, East

Seal of the Court

Kailash, New Delhi
3. Vineet Kumar Gupta,
Director of GB Equipments
Systems Limited, R/o Flat No.
7, 198/12, 2nd Foor, Ramesh
Market, East Kailash, New
Delhi
4. Santosh Gupta, Director
of GB Equipments Limited,
Flat No. 7, 198/12-13, 2nd Floor,
Ramesh Nagar East Kailash,
New Delhi
5. Pranav Gupta Director
GB Equipments System Lim-
ited, Flat No. 7, 198/12-13, 2nd
Floor, Ramesh Market East
Kailash, New Delhi
In above titled case, the
defendants(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered that defendants(s) /
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel
on 12-12-2024 at 10:00 a.m.
For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?tr
s=district_notice&district=Kar-
nal
Civil Judge (Junior Divi-
sion), Karnal

Dated, this day of 08-11-2024
Seal of the Court

PUBLIC

NOTIFICATION

On instructions from and
on behalf of my clients namely
Sh. Naveen Dewan son of Sh.
Ramesh Chander and Smt.
Anu Dewan W/o0 Sh. Naveen
Dewan both R/o D-30,
Satyawati Colony, Ashok Vihar,
Phase-lll, Delhi-110052, | hereby
notify to General Public that
my Clients, due to ill-treatment,
constant harassment and
threats being extended to my
clients by their son Sh. Bhavye
Dewan and his wife Smt. Sha-
ran both R/o Australia have
severed all relations with
them. My clients hereby dis-
own and disinherit Bhavye
Dewan and his wife Smt. Sha-
ran from all their properties
and they will not have any
share, Right or Claim over
Property, Bank Accounts and
any other Assets of my clients
whatever and wherever they
may be. My clients shall not
be responsible in any manner
for the Acts of said Bhavye
Dewan and his wife Sharan
and anybody Dealing with
them shall be doing so at
his/her own risk and conse-
quences.

Dharmendra Priani
Advocate

Chamber No. 105 & 119,
Patiala House Courts,
New Delhi

Mob. : 9810062167

ALL CLASSIFIED
ARE CARRIED

FREE OF COST
ON OUR WEBSITE

Opposition hails Supreme Court’sverdict on bulldozeraction

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 13 NOVEMBER-

The opposition partiesin Uttar
Pradesh has received a boost
in the bypoll campaigning fol-
lowing the Supreme Court's
adverse comnent on the Yogi
government'sbulldozeraction
and putting a break on this
trend. The opposition leaders
are elated on the apex court
ruling it gave on Wednesday
and slammed theillegal approach
of the BJP government on the
issue.

Commentingon this,Sama-
jwadi Party President Akhilesh
Yadav said that now no poor
person's house will be demol-

Tourismboomin
UPwith44.9per
centgrowth from
2020-21t02023-24

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 13 NOVEMBER-

The Uttar Pradesh government
has taken transformative steps
to elevate the state's tourism
sector. These initiatives aim to
increase tourist arrivals, boost
the local economy, and create
moreemploymentopportunities.
As a result, the recent years
have seen the tourism sector
in the state surge remarkably,
recordinga44.9 per centgrowth
from 2020-21 to 2023-24.

Buildingon thissuccess, the
government has set a target of
19.2 per cent growth for 2024-
25,with plansto develop numer-
ous tourist destinations and
showcase the state’s cultural
heritage on aglobal stage, state
tourismofficialshereon Wednes-
daydisclosed . The government
envisions UPasapremier tourist
destination, withitsrich cultural
heritage gaining global recog-
nition. Akeypriorityisimproving
accommodations for visitors;
inresponseto thestate'sshortage
of hotel rooms—currently at
30 rooms per 100,000 people
compared to the national average
of 180—the government has
eased policies for hotel con-
struction.

epaper.thestatesman.com

ished. He said everybody in
the state is welcoming the SC
verdict as people are fed up
with the BJP government'sillegal
actions." BSP supremo Mayawati
tweeted on social media platform
saying shadow terror will def-
initely end now. After today's
decision of the Honorable
Supreme Courtregardingbull-
dozer demolitionsand therelated
strict guidelines, it should be
expected that UP and other
state governmentswillmanage
publicinterest and welfare prop-
erlyand smoothlyand the shad-
ow terror of bulldozerswill def-
initely end," Mayawati com-
mented.

Azad Samaj Party president

and MP Chandrashekhar Azad
said, 'Thisisastrongslap to the
BJP government of the state
thatyou cannotdemolish some-
one's house without being
proven guilty or after a court
decision. I thank the Supreme
Court for this". UP Congress
president Ajay Rai said, 'We all
welcome this decision of the
Supreme Courtand thank them
for this. As the Supreme Court
said, somebody'shouse cannot
be demolished even afterbeing
proven guilty, because the other
family members living in that
house are notguilty, we welcome
this decision of the Supreme
Court from the bottom of our
hearts".

However, NDA partner ,
SuheldevBharatiya Samaj Party
(SBSP) chiefand state minister
Om Prakash Rajbharsaid, "The
entire country welcomes the
decision of the Supreme Court,
the governmentalso welcomes
it, the opposition alsodoes. The
government does not intend
to demolish anyone's house. If
a criminal has acquired illegal
property and has built a house
ongovernmentland, heismade
to vacate it. The government
never demolishesahousebuilt
on anyone's private land".

In today's verdict the top
court has termed the action
taken by the state governments
todemolish thehouses of crim-

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Qpen E-Tender Motice
So e AT DEN S U PERRGS D 1101, 8024
[l By Mananer, WO Railway, Jaipor [on
znd o behalt of PFresacent of Indis invtss
opan E-Tander for the following vorks
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faciliby 3. anthe IREPS weabsie,

1306-CRI24

ol ipm = on BB B WWHARRs B O Raways_

TENDER

NORTHERN RAILWAY
Tender Notice No. 72/2024-2025 Dated: 13.11.2024
Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement system

supaty ol the Tellowing ilems:

Primcipa! Chiaf Matenals Manager, Narhsrn Railway, Maw Dalh-110001,far snd an
kemall of the President of India. mviies e-lendsrs through e-proosrement system far

g, Na, | Tendar Na, Brief Description City. | Cleging Oale

0 | 7749077 RUNNING. CONTRAGT FOR  DUAMOND  &| 275 SET | 05122024
RGG  |SCISSORS CROSSINGS

[Z | 172415584 |UIC TYPE RUBBER VESTIBLLE 325 NOS | 0612204

13 [162450363 SSLF-COMTAINED  COMPRESSED  AIR| JONOS | 10122024
EREATH G ARPARATLS

HOTE- 1. Vendors may vistl the IREPS wabsite | oo weaireps.govin [=0: S
for details. 2. Mo Manual offer wil b entariained. =

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

100}

EEE A

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Rail Coach Naveenikaran Karkhana, Sonipat
Tender Notice

Invitation of tender through E-tendering

{e-Procurement Systems)

MIT Me. H-BEF le-260EE3 Tendear

Mame of Weork Tendar for "Provision for Comprehensive running

and its location: mainienance confracl for preventive AC Units (Split AC}
and centralized VRFVRY syatem air conditioning system
and repalr and malntenance of desert cooler [Metal
bady}, Water Cooler. Refrigerator. chimmay at RENK/SNP
for 1 years as par&cope of work,™

Approx Cost Rs. 4437405 44)- Including GST

of weark [Rs. Forty Four Lakh Thirty Soven Thoisand Fauwr

[ Hundred Five & Paise Forly Faur enly)
Earnest Money Rs. BE&OOM-

Completlon period of wark

snmonths ofdate ofexacutan of work

Costof Tender document on cash/by post

MIL

Date and Time for aubmission

Upin 15:00 hea on 0501 22024 Cpaning of Tander
of tender and apening aftender |31 1300 s

Waebsite particulare notice

Steoderasrbe s,

Abovaiandesaveilablieon IREPS sitaie,
board locatlon eomplete detalla| wawarslrépa. gov.in

No. 6-SEFile-260283Tender Dated 13/14/2024

352452024
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Independent candidate
slaps election officer in
Raj: An Independent candi-
date contesting the
Rajasthan bypolls slapped a
sub divisional magistrate
who was on poll duty on
Wednesday. The incident
was reported in the Deoli-
Uniara assembly con-
stituency. Naresh Meena is
fighting the polls as an
independent after being
denied a ticket by the Con-
gress. He slapped SDM
Malpura, Amit Chaudhary,
an official said. Meena
barged into the polling
booth when one of his sup-
porters passed him a mes-
sage. The police and the
SDM tried to stop him, but
the contestant roughed
them up.

ED arrests 2 Bangladeshi
nationals: The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) has
arrested two Bangladeshi
nationals and one Indian
from Kolkata in connection
with Bangladeshi infiltra-
tion case for facilitating
illegal infiltration and
human trafficking in India.
The arrested Bangladeshi
nationals have been identi-
fied as Rony Mondal and
Sameer Chowdhary, while
the Indian national is identi-
fied as Pintu Haldar. The
move comes a day after
the agency conducted
raids at 17 locations in
Jharkhand and Bengal.

PM announcesprojects
worth12.000crinBihar

Prime Minister Modilaysthe foundationstone of AlIMS in Darbhanga

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

rime Minister Naren-
draModion Wednes-
daylauded Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
for developing a model of
good governance and stressed
that the double-engine gov-
ernmentis committed to fast
paced development in the
state and working on the
roadmap to strengthen the
small farmers and industries.

The Prime Minister laid
the foundation stone and
inaugurated various devel-
opment projects worth around
Rs 12,100 crorein Darbhanga,
Bihar today. The development
projects comprise health, rail,
road, petroleum and natural
gas sectors.

In amajor boost to health
infrastructure in the region,
the Prime Minister laid the
foundation stone of the AIIMS,
Darbhanga worth over Rs
1260 crore.

He informed that the
regions of Mithila, Kosi and
Tirhut apart from areas of
West Bengal and nearing
regions would benefit from
this, while also catering to
the patients visiting India
from Nepal.

The Prime Minister
informed that the number of
medical colleges have doubled
in the last 10 years leading to
more doctors. “Darbhanga
AIIMS would produce many
new doctors for the service
of Bihar and the nation”, he
added. The Prime Minister
remarked that the progress
of the nation was stalled due
tothe poorhealth infrastructure
and difficulties faced by the
poor. Hence, he added, the
old thought and approach
were changed.

Heunderlined the holistic
approach adopted by the gov-
ernmentwith regard to health.
He outlined the focus areas
of the government and said
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that ''the first focus area is
prevention from diseases;
secondly proper diagnosis of
ailment; thirdly availability
of free or low cost treatment
and medicines; fourth to equip
smaller towns with better
medical facilities; and fifth
expansion of technology in
the health sector."

PM Modi highlighted the
government’s emphasis on
Yoga, Ayurveda, nutritional
value, Fit India Movement.
Pointing out that junk food
and a poor lifestyle are the
main cause of common ail-
ments, the Prime Minister
listed out the government’s
efforts and mentioned cam-
paigns like Swachh Bharat,

toilets in each home and tap
water connection that are
aimed at promoting cleanliness
and reducing the scope for
diseases.

The Prime Minister
remarked that the severity of
many diseases can bereduced
if detected early. However,
he noted, the high cost of
diagnostics and research had
prevented the people from
getting known about being
affected. “We have started
more than 1.5lakh Ayushman
ArogyaMandirsin the country”,
said Mr Modiwhich will help
in early detection of diseases.

PM Modinoted thataround
Rs 1.25 lakh crore has been
saved by crores of families
due to Ayushman scheme
and the patients were treated
inboth Governmentand pri-
vate hospitals under the
scheme.

Reaffirming the commit-
ment of including citizens
above 70 years of age in the
scope of Ayushman Bharat
scheme made during the elec-
tions, the Prime Minister
remarked, “This guarantee
has been fulfilled. Free treat-
ment for senior citizens above
70 years has already begun
irrespective of the family
income.”

Hesaid thatall beneficiaries
would soon possess a Ayush-
man Vaya Vandana Card. He
also touched upon Jan Aushad-
hiKendras that offer medicines
at extremely low costs.

Highlighting the fourth
step of equipping smaller
towns with better medical
facilities and doctors towards
better healthcarein India, the
Prime Minister pointed out
that therewas only one AIIMS
in the entire nation since 60
years of independence and
the plan for establishing new
AIIMS during previous gov-
ernments were not complet-
ed.

He informed that it was
the present government that
notonlylooked after ailments
butalso established new AIIMS
in all corners of the country,
taking the total number to
around 24.

The Prime Minister also
touched upon enablinghigher
education in mother tongue
and said that it has been his
biggest tribute towards the
dreams of Karpuri Thakur ji.
Inthelast 10years, the Prime
Ministerinformed, ''Onelakh
new medical seats have been
added and efforts are underway
to add another 75,000 seats
in the next 5 years.”

‘Congress made mockery of
Constitution by releasingits

manifestoins

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

BJP national spokesperson
SambitPatrahasaccused the
Congress party of violating
the Constitution and election
rules, urging the Election Com-
mission to take immediate
action.

Addressing the media at
the BJP national headquarters
here on Wednesday, Patra
said, “Today, November 13,
istheday ofvotinginJharkhand.
The Constitution celebrates
democracy through free and
fair elections, which is a tes-
tamenttoIndia's democratic
values. But the Congress, a
national party, has a history
of disregarding the Constitution.
The 48 hours before voting
constitute a silent period
during which no party is
allowed to campaign orrelease
any election manifesto. This
ruleiswell-known and widely
respected.”

"Despite being fully aware
oftheserules," Patraremarked,
"The Congress party chose to
releaseits manifesto on Novem-
ber 12, just a day before the
first phase of voting in Jhark-
hand. Thisis a clear violation
of the silent period and a
blatant tampering with the
Constitution."

Patrawenton to claim that
this was not the firstinstance
of such behaviour by the Con-

gress. He criticised Congress

ilent period’

leader Rahul Gandhifor alleged-
ly disregarding the Election
Commission’s authority and
continually speaking against
it. "Byreleasing the manifesto
during the silent period, the
Congress hasshown contempt
fortheelection process," Patra
asserted, addingthatthe BJP's
state unit has filed a formal
complaint with the Election
Commission demanding
action. Patraalso alleged that
the Congress party's recent
move in Karnataka, where
they allegedly proposed a 4
per centreservation for Muslims
in public tenders till the tune
of Rs 1 crore, is an attempt to
underminereservations meant
for SCs, STs, and OBCs.

He accused the Congress
and JMM of betraying the
people of Jharkhand with sim-
ilar plans to reallocate reser-
vations to Muslims.When
asked about the Supreme
Court’s decision related to
the bulldozer case, Patrareit-
erated the BJP’s respect for
therule oflaw. "The Supreme
Court’s verdict applies not to
one state but to the entire
country. We believe in the
rule oflawand the Constitution.
Anyaction taken outside these
bounds has provisions for
correction. Fearamong crim-
inals is a sign of good gover-
nance, while the public should
feelsecure," hesaid, affirming
the BJP's support for the
Supreme Court's decision.

Over 64 per cent voter turnout
in first phase of J'’khand polls

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

More than 64 per cent voter
turnout was recorded in the
first phase of votingin Jharkhand
Assembly elections on Wednes-
day.

The voting in 43 Assembly
seats spread across 15,344
polling stations in the miner-
al-rich state was held peacefully
without any incidents of vio-
lence.

The polling was marked by
afestive mood and enthusiastic
participation across all districts,
with alarge tribal population,
including areas affected by
Left Wing Extremism (LWE).
Voters from diverse groups
including first time voters, eld-
erly, women, PwD and tribals
among others were seen exer-
cising their franchise at polling
stations across the 15 districts
thatwent to polls on Wednes-

day, undeterred by threats and
boycott calls.

“As per updates till 5 pm, a
voter turnout of 64.86 per cent
was recorded at the polling
stations in Jharkhand which
hasalready surpassed 63.9 per
cent voting in these 43 seats
in 2019 Assembly polls,” the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) said in a statement.

Lohardaga districtrecorded

the highest turnoutwith 73.21
per cent, as per the poll panel.
Prominentamong the can-
didates whose fate was sealed
in the EVMs include former
Jharkhand chief minister Cham-
pai Soren, Rameshwar Oraon,
Mithilesh Thakur, Banna Gupta,
and Deepak Birua.
Jharkhand Chief Minister
and Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) leader Hemant Soren

along with his wife and MLA
Kalpana Soren exercised their
franchise at a polling booth
in Ranchi.

Talking to reporters, he said,
“Today is the great festival of
democracy. [ urge every citizen
to come forward and strengthen
the democratic system by exer-
cising their franchise.”

Former Chief Minister and
BJPnominee from the Saraikela
seat, Champai Soren cast his
vote at a booth in Jilingora
village in Gamarhiablock and
exuded confidence of BJP-led
NDA alliance win in the state.

He said the BJP-led NDA
will secure a huge majority in
the state.

The polling for the final
phase in 38 Assembly con-
stituencies will take place on
20th November. The counting
of votes would take place along
with Maharashtra on 23rd
November.

CISF’swomen battalion to protect critical infrastructure: Amit Shah

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Wednesday said the
first all-women battalion of
the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) will protect the
nation's critical infrastructure,
like airports and metro rails,

and provide VIP security as
commandos.

InapostonX, hesaid, “In
a firm step towards realising
Prime Minister Narendra
ModiJi's vision of enhancing
women's participation in
every field of nation-building,
the Modi government has
approved the establishment

of the first all-women battalion
of the CISF. To be raised as
an elite troop, the Mahila
Battalion will shoulder the
responsibility of protecting
the nation's critical infra-
structure, like airports and
metro rails, and providing
VIP security as commandos.
The decision will certainly
fulfil the aspirations of more
women to participate in the
crucial task of protecting the
nation,” he said in a post on
'X'.

The CISF Force has been
apreferred choice for several
women who wish to serve
thenationin the police force.
The number of women in
CISF is more than seven per
centat present. The addition
of a Mahila battalion would
encourage more aspiring

young women across the
country tojoin CISF and serve
the nation. It will give a new
identity to women in CISF.

The CISF Headquarters
has started preparations for
the early recruitment, training
and selection of location for
the Headquarters of the new
battalion. The training is
being specially designed to
create an elite battalion capa-
ble of performing a multi-
farious role as commandos
in VIP security and also security
of airports, Delhi Metro Rail
duties.

The proposal for the cre-
ation of all-women battalions
in the CISF was initiated in
pursuance of the direction
of the Union Home Minister
on the occasion of 53rd CISF
Day function.

Medicinal, aromatic farmstocomeupin Ladakhsoon

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 13 NOVEMBER

The Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council TAHDC),
Leh, on Wednesday entered
intoamemorandum of under-
standingwith the CSIR-Indian
Institute of Integrative Medicine
(CSIR-IIIM), to set up a farm
for medicinal and aromatic
plants cultivation at Palam in
Leh.

The path breaking MOU
was signed by Executive Coun-
cillor for Agriculture, Stanzin
Chosphel on behalfof LAHDC,
Leh and Zabeer Ahmed, Director
from CSIR-IIIM side in the
presence of the Chairman/CEC,
Advocate Tashi Gyalson.

Gyalson emphasized that
besides implementing the
objectives of societal mission

programmes of CSIR, the job-
oriented training and skill
development to thelocal farm-
ers and unemployed youths
should also be taken up on
priority by CSIR-IIIM, which
would have great bearing on
the income generation and
employment.

Dr.Zabeer Ahmed, Director
CSIR-IIIM, highlighted ongoing
initiatives of CSIR-IIIM and

the other labs. of CSIR under

Agri-Nutri Biotech theme to
supporttheregion's upliftment
through scientificadvancements
in agriculture and cultivation
of Medicinal, Aromatic and
flowering crops.

Citing a couple of success
stories like Purple revolution
inJ&Kbrought through lavender
cultivation by IIIM and golden
revolution for marigold culti-

vation in Himachal Pradesh
by IHBT, another lab. of CSIR,
Dr.Zabeer mentioned the vast
potential and opportunities
availablein the Ladakhregion
tobringthe barrenland under
cultivation directly impacting
the farmers economy and
regional prosperity.

DrAhmed alsocommended
the efforts made in Ladakh to
cultivate medicinal plants with
the support of the local gov-
ernment.

He assured me that the
organization would provide sci-
entificand technological support
to local farmers and entrepre-
neurs. This includes guidance
on expanding crop varieties,
processing, value addition, and
marketingstrategies to enhance
economic self-sufficiency in
the region.

BJP, Congbypoll candidates detainedin MP
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 13 NOVEMBER

Police Wednesday morning
took the candidates of the
ruling BJP and opposition
Congress into confinement,
as the voting for assembly
bypoll at Vijaypur in Madhya
Pradesh began at 7 AM.

The police initially kept

Congress candidate Mukesh
Malhotra under house con-

finement since 7 AM.

However, after protest by
the Congress, the police
brought BJP candidate and
Madhya Pradesh Forest Min-
ister Ramniwas Rawat also
to a rest house at Vijaypur
in the Sheopur district at
around 10 AM. Both candi-
dates would be keptin con-
finement till voting ends in
the evening. The main aim

is to stop the candidates to
unduly influence the polling
and voters and prevent any
untoward incidents, police
said.

In the morning, Ramniwas
Rawat cast his vote ata polling
booth in his native village
Sunwani. Around 17 per cent
voting was reported from Vijay-
pur till about 10.30 AM.

DELHI TRANSCO LIMITED

{An Undertaking of Govermment of NCT of Delhi)
CIN: U40103DL20015GC111529
Shakti Sadan, Kotla Road, New Delhi - 110002
Website: www.dtl.gov.in
Unaudited Financial Results for the Quarter & Half Year Ended on 30th Sept, 2024

S. |Particulars INR Lakhs
No Cuarterly Performance YTD For the Year

Quarter Quarter ended | Quarter ended | Half Year Half Year ended | Year ended

ended 30.06.2024 30,09.2023 ended 30.09,2023 31.03.2024

30.09.2024 (Un-audited) |(Un-audited) |[30.09.2024 {Un-audited) (Un-audited)

(Un-audited) | (Un-audited) .

1 |Total income from 40,633.48 39,971.81 39,743.46 80,605.29 78,465.40 157,282.54

operations

F, Net profit / [loss) for the 27,265.70 29,923.88 27,274 .83 57,189.58 52,481.56 107,899.68

period before tax (before
exceptional items)
3 Net profit / [loss) for the 27.265.70 £9.923.88 &7.474.83 57.189.58 52,481.56 107 .899.68
period before tax (after

___|exceptional items) | _ S — — 1 _ —

4 | Net profit / (loss) for the 19.511.70 21,655.53 22,49558 41,167.23 43,930.18 88,381.10
period after tax (after

|| exceptional items) I I S S -

3 Total comprehensive | 19,547.55 21,749.61 ?? 519.14 -"Ifl 237,16 43, EI-?'? EI-EI H8.53.2.94
income for the period
[comprising profit for the
period (after tax) and other
comprehensive income

|6 _F’dld up qu.uw ﬁharr: L.lpilad iEI'SFiﬂDQIL'J 3'5]5 1EI'EI D'EI 3"1"5 1DD EH:I_ 395,100.00 _13‘15 lDﬂ IEIEI 3"'!5 1IL':IIL'I D-EI

T |Reserves (excluding 302,803.91 283, 983,72 ?15 949,58 302,803.91 216, 649 58 261 506,91

revaluation reserve) -

8 | Net worth 697,903.91 679,083,772 612,049.58 1697,903.91 {612,049 58 656,606.91

9 | Paid up debt capital / 2,000.00 4,065.49 7,750.08 2,000.00 7.750,08 4,901.98

outstanding debt .

10 | Qutstanding redeemable 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 iD.DD 0.00

preference shares - -

11 |Debt equity ratio 0.00 0.01 0.01 0,00 10.01 0.01

12 |Eamings per share (of |

INR1O/- each)

{for continuing and

discontinued operations) |

Basic & Diluted (INR) 0.49 0.55 0.57 1.04 11.11 2.24

13 | Capital redemption reserve | 0.00 0.00 Q.00 (.00 {0.00 0.00

14 | Debenture redemption 1,000.00 1,000.00 2,000.00 1,000.00 I'I.DD{}.'DU 1,000.00

reserve |

15 | Debt service coverage ratio| 16.45 29.08 3.2 23.49 15.33 9.02

16 |interest service coverage 729.79 84.24 97.85 450.81 |EE.5{} 247.55

ratio

Notes forming part of Unaudited Financial Results for the quarter & half year ended on 30th September, 2024.

a) The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly & half yearly financial results filed with the Stock Exchange under
Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the quarterly & half
yearly financial results are available on the websites of the Stock Exchange (www.bseindia.com) and the listed entity (www.
dtl.gow. in).

b) The Financial results for the quarter & half year ended on 30th September, 2024 have been recommended by Audit Commitiee
at their meeting held on 13.11.2024 and approved by Board of Directors at their meeting held on 13.11.2024. The Independant
Charterad Accountant have conducted the limited review of these fnancials results,

c} For the items referred in regulation 52 (4) of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, the pertinent
disclosures have been made to the Bombay Stock Exchange and can be accessed on the URL (www.bseindia.com).

d] Mo investor complaints were pending at the beginning of the quarter and no complaints were received during the quarter.

e) Previous period’s figures have been regrouped/re-classified wherever deemed necessary.

By order of the Board of Directors

Date : 13.11.2024 For Delhi Transco Limited

Place : Mew Delhi Ravi Dhawan

DIN : 09106085 Director (Finance)

T : L ]
I ]
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Power as a weapon

ith the first phase of the Jharkhand assembly elec-

tion over yesterday and the Maharashtra polls

scheduled for November 20, a scrutiny of candi-
dates’ affidavits has once again sparked public interest.
These affidavits, submitted to the Election Commission,
offer a rare window into the personal assets, criminal back-
grounds, and financial growth of those seeking public
office. Beyond the usual revelations of wealth and criminal
cases, some unexpected details ~ such as firearm owner-
ship and luxury purchases ~ shed light on the shifting
nature of Indian politics. One of the most striking aspects
of the recent disclosures is the ownership of firearms
among prominent political leaders. Both Hemant Soren,
the chief minister of Jharkhand, and Eknath Shinde, the
Maharashtra chief minister, have declared owning
firearms. This raises important questions about the rela-
tionship between personal security and public responsi-
bility. While both men oversee the home departments of
their respective states, the choice to arm themselves
reflects a broader trend where political figures seem to dis-
trust state apparatus or seek to project strength in a volatile
political landscape. In Jharkhand, candidates such as
Champai Soren and Sita Soren, who are contesting on
opposing party tickets, have also declared firearms among
their assets. This is particularly interesting considering the
state’s complex socio-political dynamics. The ownership
of weapons is a symbol of power in many parts of India,
and for politicians, it can signal control, influence, and a
readiness to confront both external and internal chal-
lenges. For voters, however, it may raise concerns about
the militarisation of politics and the role of violence in
electoral contests.

Another recurring theme in these affidavits is the rapid
accumulation of wealth by political candidates, even in
the face of broader economic challenges. For instance,
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha leader and state minister Basant
Soren’s income soared from Rs 10 lakh to Rs 1.9 crore over
five years; this exemplifies the growing financial disparity
between elected representatives and their constituents.
While the economy has struggled, particularly during the
pandemic, many politicians have seen their fortunes rise
significantly. This suggests an entrenched political econ-
omy where wealth generation, often opaque in its origins,
is closely tied to power. In Maharashtra, Shiv Sena founder
Bal Thackeray’ grandson, Aaditya Thackeray, offers anoth-
er example of this evolving political landscape. His asset
declarations, which include not just a collection of firearms
but also high-value items like bangles, reflect a blend of
modern luxury and traditional symbolism. The presence
of luxury goods like a BMW or a Skoda cars in the affidavits
of political figures, even as their incomes remain modest
by comparison, underscores the disconnect between the
financial realities faced by ordinary citizens and the osten-
tatious lifestyles of politicians. As voters head to the polls
in Jharkhand and Maharashtra, these affidavits provide a
glimpse into the motivations, values, and financial realities
of the candidates who seek their support. Beyond the
promises made in speeches, these personal disclosures
reveal the true nature of those who will govern.

Climate Reckoning

ndia’s climate crisis is no longer a distant threat; it’s

an urgent, daily reality. The staggering statistics on

extreme weather events in 2024 ~ over 3,200 lives lost,
millions of hectares of farmland ruined, and countless
homes and livestock destroyed ~ paint a grim picture of a
nation bearing the brunt of climate change. Extreme
weather events were recorded on 255 of the first 274 days
this year, underscoring a relentless increase that demands
both immediate action and long-term strategic shifts. The
implications of these events go beyond the physical
destruction they bring in their wake. Every flood, heat-
wave, and storm disproportionately affects those least
equipped to handle the aftermath. Rural and low-income
communities, often lacking resources for recovery, are left
increasingly vulnerable. When crops are destroyed or
homes swept away, it’s the poorest households that face
hunger, homelessness, and a future defined by loss. Cli-
mate change has ceased to be a concept debated in board-
rooms; it’s a lived experience for millions of Indians. Yet,
it is not only climate change driving this destruction.
India’s pattern of unchecked development is a major con-
tributor. In regions like the Western Ghats, intensive quar-
rying and construction in ecologically fragile areas exac-
erbate landslides and flooding. Similarly, urban areas like
Delhi have stripped away their natural defences by filling
lakes, ponds, and drainage systems to accommodate
relentless construction. The result: Increased flooding and
higher temperatures, making cities more inhospitable each
year. This combination of climate change and poor plan-
ning amplifies the impact of extreme events, transforming
natural disasters into human-made catastrophes. Data
gaps further hinder effective response and planning. The
lack of comprehensive records on property and crop dam-
age obstructs efforts to measure the full economic toll of
these events. Without accurate data, policymakers are left
with incomplete information, making it difficult to allocate
resources effectively or to understand the precise toll these
events take on the economy and society. The absence of
detailed loss data underscores the need for robust climate-
tracking systems and transparent reporting mechanisms,
which can serve as the foundation for a proactive climate
response. What India needs now is a two-pronged
approach: resilience-building for the immediate term and
regulatory reform for sustainable development. The coun-
try must prioritise infrastructure that can withstand
extreme weather, like improved drainage systems, flood-
resistant housing, and resilient agricultural practices.
Simultaneously, stricter regulations on high-risk develop-
ments are essential to prevent further destruction in vul-
nerable regions. Ecologically fragile areas must be protect-
ed, and sustainable development should be embedded in
urban planning frameworks. India’s escalating climate vul-
nerability is a call to action. Addressing this crisis requires
both a shift in mind-set and a commitment to policy
reforms that prioritises resilience and sustainability. Cli-
mate change is no longer an abstraction or an inconven-
ience; it’s an existential challenge. The time has come to
protect our most vulnerable populations, preserve our nat-
ural ecosystems, and rethink development practices that

deepen our climate risks.
... @ EEEEEEN
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The symbolism marks an enlightened vision for India's judiciary. Yet, this
gesture contrasts with the pressing challenges within the system, especially
the vast backlog of cases. As of January 2024, the Supreme Court alone has
over 80,000 pending cases, and more than 58 lakh cases are stuck across
various high courts, with some dating back over 30 years. The delays
disproportionately affect marginalized communities, often forcing them
through a drawn-out, costly legal process

ndia's Supreme Court re-

cently unveiled a new statue

of Lad’ Justice, an iconic

symbol of the judiciary,
marking a significant departure
from traditional representations
rooted in colonial heritage. Tradi-
tionally depicted as blindfolded,
holding scales and a sword, this
new version portrays her with
open eyes, dressed in a saree, and
holding the Constitution instead
of a sword.

This transformation reflects
an intentional move by the judi-
ciary to break free from the colo-
nial past and to better align with
Indian cultural values and consti-
tutional principles. It speaks vol-
umes about the spirit of a judicial
vision that is becoming more
aware, inclusive, and attuned to
the complexities of contemporary
Indian society.

The open-eyed Lady Justice
has profound symbolic value. The
absence of the blindfold is partic-
ularly significant in a country like
India, where inequality, caste,
gender discrimination, and socio-
economic disparities persist.

The conventional blindfold,
intended to symbolize impartial-
ity, is inadequate in addressing
India’s diverse realities. Justice in
India cannot be blind to the sys-
temic injustices deeply rooted in
its social fabric. The judiciary, by
embodying this open-eyed figure,
is expressing a commitment to
seeing and addressing the coun-
try's unique challenges.

At the same time, the shift
from the sword, a symbol of au-
thority and punishment, to the
Constitution signifies a more
democratic and rights-based
approach to justice.

The Constitution is the sup-
reme law of India, enshrining the
values of equality, liberty, and fra-
ternity, and this new depiction of
Lady Justice reaffirms the judicia-
ry’s role as the guardian of those
principles.

It underscores that the judi-
ciary’s power should come not
from the ability to punish, but
from its dedication to upholding
constitutional morality and pro-
tecting individual rights.

The symbolism marks an

enlightened vision for India's judi-
ciary. Yet, this gesture contrasts
with the pressing challenges with-
in the system, especially the vast
backlog of cases.

As of January 2024, the
Supreme Court alone has over
80,000 pending cases, and more
than 58 lakh cases are stuck across
various high courts, with some
dating back over 30
years. The delays

zens, regardless of their back-
ground.

Judicial independence is
another pressing issue. While the
judiciary is constitutionally pro-
tected from political interference,
recent years have seen increasing
concerns about the erosion of this
independence.

Several high-profile cases

have raised ques-
tions about the

disproportionately
affect marginalized
communities, often
forcing them
through a drawn-
out, costly legal
process.
According to
the National Judi-
cial Data Grid
(NJDG), 2.45 lakh
cases that are betw-
een 20 and 30 years
old remain unre-
solved in high cou-
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The writer is an author,
policy analyst and columnist

impartiality of judi-
cial decisions, with
critics pointing to a
growing proximity
between the judici-
ary and the execu-
tive branch.

The new Lady
Justice statue, with
her eyes wide open,
sends a message
that the judiciary
must remain vigi-
lant and independ-
ent, safeguarding

rts. For the ideals
reflected in this statue to have a
meaningful impact, the judiciary
must address these delays
through systemic reforms, such as
streamlining procedures, embrac-
ing digital solutions, and filling
judicial vacancies.

Without such reforms, the
statue’s message of attentiveness
and equity risks being purely sym-
bolic, rather than a reflection of
justice in practice.

Another challenge lies in
ensuring equitable access to jus-
tice. While the Constitution guar-
antees equality before the law, the
reality is far from this ideal. Mar-
ginalized groups, including wom-
en, Dalits, Adivasis, and econom-
ically disadvantaged populations,
often face barriers to accessing the
legal system.

The cost of legal representa-
tion, a lack of awareness about
rights, and systemic biases within
the judiciary itself contribute to
these challenges.

The saree-clad Lady Justice,
a symbol of Indian womanhood,
represents the judiciary’s connec-
tion to the people it serves, but
this connection must be translat-
ed into concrete actions that
make justice accessible to all citi-

its role as the pro-
tector of constitutional values and
the rights of the people. Addition-
ally, the introduction of the new
Lady Justice raises important
questions about the decoloniza-
tion of India’s legal system.

Many of India’s legal struc-
tures and practices are remnants
of British colonial rule, designed
to serve an imperial agenda rather
than the needs of the Indian pop-
ulace. The new statue is a con-
scious step toward reclaiming
India’s legal institutions and mak-
ing them more reflective of its
own culture and values.

However, this process of
decolonization must go beyond
symbolic changes and include
substantive reforms, such as sim-
plifying archaic laws, addressing
the hierarchical structure of the
courts, and making legal process-
es more transparent and citizen-
friendly.

In this context, judicial ref-
orm must also focus on improving
the representation of women, mi-
norities, and marginalized com-
munities within the judiciary
itself. While Lady Justice may now
be depicted as an Indian woman,
the reality is that women are sig-
nificantly underrepresented in

- =~ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR editor@thestatesman.com

SIR, As the annual UN climate
summit COP29 gathers in Baku,
Azerbaijan, it faces a forbidding
future. Donald Trump, backed to
the hilt by fossil fuel interests, will
be back in the White House. He has
indicated the US would again exit
the Paris climate agreement.
Climate finance is COP29’s
main theme, where rich industri-
alised nations will have to up a

India’s judicial system.

According to the Supreme
Court’s ‘State of the Judiciary’ re-
port, women's representation in
Indian courts has increased. In
2023, 9.4 per cent of Supreme Co-
urt judges were women, up from
4 per cent in 2018, while high
courts saw a rise from 10.1 to 13.4
per cent during the same period.

Subordinate courts have also
improved, with female judges
increasing from 27.6 per cent in
2018 to 36.3 per cent in 2023.
However, the proportion remains
particularly low in states like
Rajasthan, Odisha, Jharkhand,
and Chhattisgarh. To ensure fair-
ness, the judiciary must mirror
India's diverse society in its com-
position.

Moreover, judicial accounta-
bility remains a critical issue. The
judiciary, while independent,
must also be accountable to the
people it serves. Mechanisms for
ensuring transparency, such as
live-streaming court proceedings
and making judgments more
accessible to the public, should be
expanded.

The open eyes of Lady Justice
can serve as a reminder that jus-
tice must be seen to be done ~
both in terms of transparency and
in terms of the perception of fair-
ness. Ultimately, the Supreme
Court’s unveiling of a new, open-
eyed Lady Justice statue is a sig-
nificant and symbolic step towar-
ds a more culturally attuned and
constitutionally driven vision of
justice.

However, this symbol must
be accompanied by substantive
reforms to address the real chal-
lenges facing India’s judiciary.
From tackling the case backlog to
ensuring equitable access to jus-
tice, from protecting judicial inde-
pendence to decolonizing legal
systems, and from increasing
diversity within the judiciary to
enhancing judicial accountability,
there is much work to be done.

Only by addressing these
challenges can India’s judiciary
truly embody the ideals repre-
sented by its new Lady Justice
statue - justice that is aware,
inclusive, and rooted in the prin-
ciples of the Constitution.
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China can help
ensure future
food security

ike the economies of other coun-

tries across the planet, China's

economy, too, is feeling the sting

of climate change. In recent
months, the country has seen storms,
droughts, floods and heat waves that have
damaged crops, disrupted food supply
chains, and led to higher prices for staple
foods. These events threaten China's food
security and highlight a broader reality:
climate change is undermining agricultur-
al systems worldwide.

By hosting the 2024 World AgriFood
Innovation Conference in October, China
put the focus on global food security and
agricultural resilience could not be more
timely. With leaders, scientists and entre-
preneurs from around the world in atten-
dance, the event showcased not only
China's leadership in agricultural innova-
tion, but also its opportunities for global
partnerships in building climate-resilient
food systems. At this critical juncture,
China has the opportunity to not just
secure its own food future, but to lead
globally in addressing agricultural chal-
lenges. By investing in scientific research
and development — and strengthening
South-South cooperation — China can
help shape the future of agriculture in a
way that strengthens both its own and
global food security.

China's recent experience of extreme
weather is a powerful reminder of the
urgent need for more resilient agricultural
systems. Rural livelihoods are under
threat, and food prices are rising. This
presents a challenge to China's rural vital-
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L

ization efforts, a central pillar of the coun-
try's development strategy. Rural vitaliza-
tion is not just about building infrastruc-
ture; it's also about ensuring that rural
communities can thrive in a world where
climate change is an ever-present threat.

The same challenges are being faced
on a larger scale in Africa, home to 60 per-
cent of the world's remaining arable land.
Yet Africa's agricultural potential is
increasingly at risk due to severe droughts,
soil degradation and extreme weather pat-
terns. By 2030, an estimated 118 million
extremely poor people in Africa will be
exposed to droughts, floods and extreme
heat. The stability of Africa's food systems
will have far-reaching effects on global
markets and food security, including on
China, which imports a significant amount
of food. In this context, China's experience
and leadership in agricultural moderniza-
tion are critical. Having transformed its
own agricultural sector, China is well-posi-
tioned to help the world develop resilient,
climate-adapted food systems. Through
South-South cooperation and partner-
ships with institutions like Consultative
Group on International Agricultural
Research — the world's largest global agri-
cultural innovation network — China can
support Africa's agricultural transforma-
tion while helping secure its own food
future. China's own agricultural success
story offers important lessons for both its
own future and that of the world. In the
mid-20th century, China struggled with
widespread food insecurity. However, by
using technologies to develop and grow
high-yielding crop varieties and employ-
ing advanced irrigation techniques, China
rapidly increased its agricultural produc-
tivity.Contributing to this transformation
were partnerships with international
research bodies like the CGIAR.

Since China formally partnered with
the CGIAR in 1984, the collaboration has
led to major agricultural advancements,
particularly in wheat and corn production.
Joint research helped increase China's
wheat output by 10.7 million tons (worth
23 billion yuan or $3.23 billion) by devel-
oping disease-resistant varieties and
implementing farming practices such as
reduced tillage and water efficiency.

Climate challenges

new, bigger fund, a new collective
quantified goal, to help developed
and vulnerable nations shift away
from fossil fuels and adapt to cli-
mate change.

Given that the US is both the
richest country and the largest
GHG emiitter, this ceding of respon-
sibility will certainly throw off
negotiations.

There will be an effort to draw
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in more nations to contribute to
funding, especially China and Gulf
states, and resistance from those
who don’t want to pay for a crisis
they didn’t cause, and whose per
capita emissions are still only a
fraction of the wealthy Western
nations.

India is among the very few
countries who are on track to meet
its 2030 nationally determined con-
tribution (NDC) ~ voluntarily
pledged climate actions under
the Paris Agreement, setting an
example of a balance between ecol-
ogy and economy as its contribu-
tion to the global carbon emissions
is a mere 4 per cent despite it
having 17 per cent of the world’s
population.

Scaling up renewable energy
and phasing out fossil fuels are two
sides of the same coin ~ COP 29
must deliver on both. A deal to
triple renewable energy capacity
and double energy efficiency, with-
out a corresponding agreement on
fossil fuel phase-out, would not ful-
fil COP 29’s full potential.

Yours, etc.,
Sanjay Chopra,
Mohali, 11 November.

MANIPUR

SIR, Please refer to today's report "11 militants killed in encounter
with CRPF in Manipur's Jiribam". Manipur has been unravelling
for the past year and a half, and there is little reason to hope that
things will improve any time soon.

There has been a fresh escalation of violence, with farmers
working in paddy fields being targeted by snipers on hilltops. The
killing of two women ~ one was gunned down and the other burnt
alive ~ shows the sheer brazenness of militants.

More than 200 people have been killed and thousands ren-
dered homeless in ethnic clashes between Meiteis and Kukis since
May last year.

The Centre’s attempts to bring the warring sides to the nego-
tiating table have been fruitless. There is a huge disconnect between
the Union Government and the local people, whose concerns and
aspirations remain unaddressed.

Two of its contentious decisions ~ fencing the India-Myanmar
border and scrapping the Free Movement Regime ~ have been
staunchly opposed by several tribal organisations in Manipur.

They have cited a threat to the social, cultural and economic
ties between tribal communities living on either side of the border,
but the Centre seems to be in no mood to do a rethink.

This intransigence has further alienated residents of the strife-
torn state. Leaving Manipur to fend for itself can be perilous for the
security of the entire North-east, which has been battling insurgency
for decades.

Yours, etc.,
Khokan Das,
Kolkata, 12 November.
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yber-attacks on the govern-

ment and significant busi-

ness websites are as much a

reality as physical insurgency
and terrorist attacks. The latest cyber
ransomware attack in Uttarakhand on
2 October 2024 brought the State Gov-
ernment machinery virtually to a halt.
More than 90 major websites of the
Uttarakhand Government, inter alia
CM Helpline, 'Apni Sarkar', 'E-Office’,
'E-Ravanna portal, Chardham regis-
tration, and Land Registry were com-
promised.

The Uttarakhand Government’s
data centre was hacked, crippling the
State’s entire Information Technology
infrastructure. This attack, apparently,
captured the State’s Information
Technology Development Agency
(ITDA) server, holding the critical data
of crores of people and sensitive gov-
ernment departments, including the
office of the Chief Minister, and
demanded a ransom. It was no less
than paralysing the State Govern-
ment. One week later, on 10 October
2024, the Uttarakhand Government
announced that there had been no
data loss. However, several critical
questions loom large.

Cyber experts view it from mul-
tiple lenses rather than as mere ran-
somware attacks or from the perspec-
tive of data recovery. The govern-
ment’s preparedness to combat such
a massive cyberattack is under ques-
tion and accountability is at stake.
The data of the last three years, curat-
ed by various State and non-State
agencies further reflect a vulnerability
of the Indian cyber system. For
instance, till date in 2024, India has
witnessed 388 data breaches, 107 data
leaks, 39 ransomware activities, and
59 cases of access sales or leaks. We
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Cyber-attacks expose a
state’s vulnerabilities

also sustained nearly 5 billion cyber-
attacks in 2023.

Approximately, 50 government
websites were hacked, and there
were around eight incidents of data
breaches in 2022-2023. In an alarm-
ing case, India’s weak cyber secu-
rity architectural plan and IT infra-
structure was exposed two years
ago, when in 2022, AIIMS Delhi
succumbed to a ransomware
attack, compromising critical
healthcare services for almost two
weeks. This was probably one of
the worst set-backs for Indian cyber
security infrastructure in recent
times. It was clearly a clear signal
for governments to envision a clear
roadmap to prevent such mishaps
in future.

However, it seems Uttarakhand
overlooked it for want of vision. There
seems no plausible answer why the
Uttarakhand Government does not
have a proper cyber crisis manage-
ment plan. More so because two years
ago, the same Government of
Uttarakhand, tasked ITI Limited, in
Bengaluru to craft a disaster recovery
plan. But it seems the matter has
been in cold storage since then. It
never saw the light of the day. Proba-
bly the government has so far treated
cyber security as another welfare
scheme which is announced during
elections and forgotten until the next
term. If this is the case, then we are
heading for a bigger aftermath of a
disaster after the data breach.

A prudent cyber expert’s mind
may ask what prevented the State
Government from implementing a
plan in the last two years? Given the
escalating number of global cyber-
attacks, the State Government
urgently needs more specific regula-
tions, guidelines, procedures, or
standard operating procedures
(SOPs) to combat these crimes.

Immediate policy changes and the
implementation of effective meas-
ures to counter cyber threats are not
just necessary but crucial. As we
probe this disaster, a Pandora’s box
of questions seems to open up.

How could the state government
overlook recruiting more subject mat-
ter experts for the Information Tech-

nology Development Agency (ITDA),
in contrast to the existing team of
three members, who are not even
subject matter experts? As it appears,
Data backup, a fundamental practice
in cybersecurity, was not previously
implemented, raising serious con-
cerns about the State's risk manage-
ment strategies. There also seems to

be a callous approach of the Govern-
ment of Uttarakhand in firmly con-
ducting a timely security audit of the
‘State Date Centre’.

Non-establishment of the cyber
security task force till date calls for
another alarm in this scenario. While
now the State Government has filed
an FIR under section 308(4) (extor-
tion) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sahinta,
2023 and 65/66/66C of the IT Act,
2000, there is a dire need for an over-
haul of Uttarakhand’s cyber security
basic architectural design, recruit-
ment of subject matter experts, invit-
ing consultants on board, setting up
cyber security nodal officers in every
department, rigorous and continu-
ous training and constant engage-
ment for evolving a cyber-security
plan because such attacks may hap-
pen again.

Precaution is the best cure. A
half-baked cyber security plan cannot
ensure the safety and security of the
residents of Uttarakhand. Uttarak-
hand is known for cloud burst disas-
ters and 2 October perhaps will be
remembered as the Uttarakhand’s
Cyber Security Cloud Burst, till a
robust plan is placed on the table.

It is quite evident that the Uttarak-
hand Government could not smell or
see this coming despite enough
reportage of cybercrimes across the
country. It was knocking on our doors,
and we opened our door wide open,
then shooting the ransomware to mit-
igate the damage. A healthy dialogue
between cyber experts and the Gov-
ernment is now warranted for a future
roadmap that may not only help
rebuild Uttarakhand from the crisis
and may even serve as a model for
other States to borrow from.

(The writers are, respectively, an Uttarakhand
based cyber security expert and Co-Founder,
World Cyber Security Forum, and Professor of
Law and Registrar, NLU Tripura.)

RAFIA ZAKARIA

or the longest time, archaeol-

ogists forever in search of lost

civilisations used to walk the

earth, and map and dig areas
where they believed ancient settle-
ments had once existed and now lay
buried under centuries of sediment
and overgrowth. Sometimes, discov-
eries were made inadvertently, as in
the case of the magnificent Lascaux
caves of France, which were found by
a group of teenage boys walking in the
forest with their dog in 1940.

Another example is that of Pom-
peii, which was covered in ash from
Mount Vesuvius when it erupted in 79
AD. Its location was discovered in the
16th century during work on a canal.
The find was stunning: volcanic dust
and lava deposits had ‘frozen’ Pom-
peii in time. Some corpses were found
in cowering and crouching positions,
just as they had been in their last
moments before perishing under a
heavy rain of volcanic ash. Everything,
from children’s toys to food contain-
ers, had been preserved, providing a
picture not only of the tragedy that
occurred so long ago but also of what
life was like at that time. Pompeii
remains one of the most visited
archaeological sites today, so much
so that that the authorities have had
to lately limit the number of visitors
to the World Heritage Site out of fear
of over-tourism.

Perhaps among the most bizarre
incidents in this category of inadver-
tent finds was the discovery of the cat-
acombs of Alexandria, Egypt. The

Our buried an

ancient Greco-Roman necropolis was
discovered when a donkey fell
through a hole in the ground.

Archaeology, however, has
changed drastically since the days
when luck and a little bit of knowl-
edge helped explorers and archae-
ologists unearth some glorious
object or a structure that indicated
the prior existence of a bustling set-
tlement. Archaeologists relied more
on maps, ancient texts, geographical
alignments, and surface finds. With-
out the resources of the modern age,
archaeology was a calling and
reflected the determination of the
human spirit to excavate its way to
the deep recesses of the past and
bring to life all that was part of local
lore and historical tracts. It was this
restlessness that led Heinrich
Schliemann to unearth the Homeric
city of Troy and collect ‘Priam’s
treasure’, consisting of a large haul
of diadems, rings, earring, daggers
and swords.

Overcoming the odds, archaeol-
ogists braved difficult terrains, disease
and ancient curses. In areas such as
South and Central America, with their
heavily forested landscape at many
places, digging was difficult and
archaeological methods were labour
intensive. Armed with their shovels,
archaeologists relied on maps and
local knowledge. It was thus that
Hiram Bingham chanced upon Peru’s
Machu Picchu, now one of the New
Seven Wonders of the World.

Archaeology has taken many
steps forward. From maps and pick-
axes, it is now possible to discover
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YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

ancient relics from a distance, as in
the case of a recent find. Luke Auld-
Thomas, a PhD student, made a
mind-blowing discovery while look-
ing at aerial Lidar (light detection and
ranging) images of the Mexican state
of Campeche. Lidar, a remote-sensing
technology, can look through heavily
forested areas that are covered by veg-
etation to deliver images of structures
from long ago. Archaeologists may
not have access to the technique
unless they have credible indication
of the existence of some past settle-
ment in the area. However, in many
cases while archaeologists may not
have the budget, people looking for
other things, such as scientists or con-
servationists and land surveyors, may
already have Lidar studies of a partic-
ular region.

It was one such study done all
the way back in 2014 and commis-
sioned by the Nature Conservancy
of Mexico that Luke Auld-Thomas
was poring over when he made the
discovery of a lifetime. Through the
Lidar images, Auld-Thomas could
piece together the remains of what
has been described as “a huge
ancient city which may have been
home to 30-50,000 people at its peak
from 750 to 850 AD”. It also contains
thousands of structures. Auld-
Thomas and his team have named
the city ‘Valeriana’.

Auld-Thomas has said that he
had been looking through the images
because he felt that casting about in
the region known to have been pop-
ulated by the ancient Mayans would
eventually yield a discovery. No
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doubt, it was quite something to be
the actual person to have made the
discovery. He is the lead author of an
article on the lost city, which
appeared in the journal Antiquity
recently.

The impressive nature of Luke
Auld-Thomas’s work lies not only in
that he made the discovery but that
he used what he had access to — in
this case, old Lidar maps from a
decade ago — to see if he could find
anything that would substantiate the
view that Mayan cities were often
interconnected and spread over large
areas which did not exhibit the same
level of population density.

The discovery of the new city
will yield a treasure trove of informa-
tion about how the ancient Mayans
lived, what they believed, and how
they understood the world around
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Junior researchers have a high
bar to clear in that their relative lack
of power means that they would never
have the capacity to find the funds to
commission a high-tech study on
their own.

Clearly, that did not deter Luke
Auld-Thomas and it should not deter
others who pursue discovery and are
often thwarted by doubters who think
everything worthwhile either requires
a huge budget or has already been
discovered. In this sense, the ancient
city of ‘Valeriana’ will not only reveal
truths about a civilisation that disap-
peared long ago, but will also make
us appreciate the spirit within us
which charts new courses and makes
new discoveries.
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

IN his speech delivered at Karachi on
Tuesday, Mr. Pochkhanawala, managing
director of the Central Bank of India, hint-
ed not obscurely at the difficulties in
which Messrs. Tata now find themselves,
but he paid no tribute to the efforts of
Government and the Assembly to save
that mismanaged firm by a tariff. “If
exchange continues to fluctuate against
our interests,” he said, “and if labour does
not come down proportionately, I am
afraid we may have to close many of our
industrial pursuits and be satisfied with
our natural occupation, namely, agricul-
ture, and provide a means of prosperity
to the foreign countries by exporting the
raw products for being returned to us as
manufactured articles.” If one may say so
however, Mr. Pochkhana- wala’s deeds
are better than his words. He has built a
house for the accommodation of the
Karachi branch of the Central Bank, and
in the speech above quoted he refers with
justifiable pride to the growth of the local
staff from four to forty during the past
dozen years. “Still,” he adds, “we have rea-
son to believe that the branch is capable
of further expansion in its business.” It
would appear, therefore, that Mr.
Pochkhanawala’s pessimism stops short
at the threshold of his own business. The
prospects of the Central Bank of India do
not lie under its shadow. The sturm und
drang from which it has recently emerged
lend emphasis, however, to this shrewd
banker’s remarks with regard to Leeman
Act, passed in England nearly 50 years
ago, and to the desirability of similar leg-
islation in India to-day.
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THE NEW
ORDINANCE

TOTHE EDITOR OF THE "STATESMAN,"

Sir—I have had occasion to get opin-
ions from some prominent politicians
about the present situation and recent
Bengal arrests. In the course of conversa-
tion one of them said that no civilized
Government or nation would allow law-
lessness and crime in their country. Edu-
cated Indians know that Bengal is the seat
of anarchical and revolutionary move-
ments. During the last two years there
were more than 100 armed motor-car
dacoities in and around Calcutta. In addi-
tion to these, highway robberies, murders
of Europeans and Government officials,
thefts, and assaults on innocent passen-
gers of running train were perpetrated at
the point of revolved. We have read about
the Sankaritollah case and the day mur-
der. If the people want security of life and
property, such deeds must be put down
by a steel hand, and the perpetrators
should meet the maximum punishment
the law allows. Every kind of leniency by
our Government will increase crime in
future years. We therefore applaud the
new Ordinance. Law-abiding and peace-
ful citizens need not fear, as the Govern-
ment have given full assurance that their
personal liberties and freedom will not be
in any way be infringed.

INDIAN
MADRAS

GHATINA KHAL

TOTHE EDITOR OF THE "STATESMAN,"
SIR,—The re-excavation of the Ghati-
na Khal, the principal waterway of a local-
ity comprising an area of about 40,000
bighas of land with a population of about
30,000, was sanctioned by the District
Board of Pabna, through the intervention
of the S. D. O. of Sirajganj, Mr. Hindley,
long before the advent of the flood which
is just over. But the work of re-excavation
was not taken up by the District Board
last season. The water has all but dried
up and the actual work can now be easily
undertaken. If it is delayed and not com-
pleted before the advent of the next rainy
season, malaria will play havoc and the
sufferings of the people will know no
bounds. I therefore invite the attention
of Dr. Bentley, Mr. Hindley, and the Dis-
trict Board of Pabna to this most
improtant work and fervently hope that
they will expedite the matter so as to
complete the re-excavation of the Khal

before the next monsoon sets in.
Yours, etc.,
SAILAJA KUMAR SANYAL
SALAP

ROADS IN BENARES
DISTRICT

TOTHE EDITOR OF THE “STATESMAN."

SIR,—I am sending copies of corre-
spondence with the Chairman of the Dis-
trict Board, Benares, to show how the
Benares District is faring under the first
non-official Chairman. The District Fund
he is administering was created firstly for
the improvement of communications;
secondly, for other objects of public utili-
ty. The previous District Board with that
fund was maintaining some pucca and
some kutcha roads. But our new Daniel
repudiates his clear duty about the pucca
roads and has allowed them to sink into
pools of mud and water in the rainy sea-
son and rivers of knee deep dust with pits
and ruts in the middle in the dry season.
He further threatens to spend the taxpay-
ers’ money in litigation against the tax-
payers if they go to the law-courts to teach
him his clear duty under the law. Is this
what Swaraj will bring in its train?

ONE OF SUFFERING PUBLIC
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Siddaramaiah may
reshuffle Cabinet:
Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, who is fac-
ing Lokayukta and
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) investigations, is
likely to reshuffle his
cabinet after by-polls in
three Assembly seg-
ments on Wednesday,
sources said. The reshuf-
fle, likely to take place
after the winter Assem-
bly session or by Decem-
ber-end, would be the
Chief Minister's strategic
move to reassert his
authority, despite the
impending probes
against him in the Mysu-
ru Urban Development
Authority (MUDA) case,
sources said. CM Siddara-
maiah appears convinced
that the investigation
against him won' t affect
him, said a Congress
leader, adding that he
wants to send a message
to opponents that he
won' t get bogged down
under any circumstances.
The likely cabinet rejig
may see the exit of six to
seven ministers, making
way for efficient leaders,
a source said. When ques-
tioned about the possibil-
ity of a cabinet reshuf-
fle, Home Minister G.
Parameshwara said, “l do
not know about a Cabi-
net reshuffle. The Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah
has to give an answer in
this regard.”

‘Gilvemeachanceto
represent Wayanad

‘My expectationsare beingfulfilled, seeing thelove &supportof people, Priyankasaid

AGENCIES
WAYANAD, 13 NOVEMBER

ongress-led UDF
candidate Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra was
all smiles on
Wednesday as voters in
Wayanad began queuingup
to elect theirnew MP. Wearing
a bright yellow saree with a
red vermilion mark on her

forehead, Priyanka greeted
voters warmly, adding charm
to the polling day atmosphere.

"I am confident that the
people of Wayanad will give
me the chance to represent
them. My expectations are
already being fulfilled, seeing
thelove and support of people
comingoutinlarge numbers,"
Priyanka Gandhi remarked
after visiting a few polling

TT

.

booths.

Throughout the day, she
is expected to visit polling
stations across Wayanad,
Kozhikode, and Malappuram
districts.

Her campaign team has
set an ambitious target of
winning by a margin of 5
lakh votes, which would
require a voter turnout of
over 80 per cent. By mid-

morning, about 35 per cent
of the 14.71 lakh eligible
voters had cast their votes,
and it remains to be seen if
turnout willreach the crucial
80 per cent mark.

In the 2019 elections,
when Rahul Gandhi contested
from Wayanad, the voter
turnout was 80.37 per cent,
and he won with a significant
margin of 4.31 lakh votes.
However, in April 2024, his
marginreduced to 3.64 lakh
votes with a turnout of73.57
per cent.

Campaign managers,
however, remain optimistic
about achieving the 5 lakh
vote margin, banking on a
potential decline in support
for the CPI and BJP candi-
dates.

The BJP, led by state pres-
ident K. Surendran, made
significant gains in 2024,
doubling their vote count
from the 2014 elections. All
eyes are now on how much
support CPI candidate
Sathyan Mokeri and BJP's
young contender Navya Hari-
das can garner.

The question now is
whether Priyanka can surpass
Rahul’s previous margin of
4.31 lakh votes, which will
likely depend on achieving
that 80 per cent voter turnout.

Revanth Reddy snatching
farmers’lands, says KTR

AGENCIES
HYDERABAD, 13 NOVEMBER

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
working president K. T. Rama
Rao on Wednesday alleged
that Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy was forcingly taking
the lands of farmers in his
constituency Kodangal fora
pharma company owned by
his son-in-law.

Addressing a news con-
ference, he claimed that farm-
ers’ lands were being taken
awayinthename of Pharma
Village for Maxbien Pharma
company owned by the Chief
Minister's son-in-law.

KTR alleged that for the
sake of his son-in-law and
another person Annam
Sharath, the Chief Minister
was forcing farmers to give
away their lands.

KTR slammed the Con-
gress government over the
manner in which BRSleader
and former MLA Patnam
Narender Reddy was arrested
in Hyderabad.

He said Narender Reddy
was not arrested but kid-
napped by policemen in plain
clothes. Is he a bandit to be
arrested in this manner, he
asked.

Narender Reddy was
arrested by police on Wednes-
day morning in Hyderabad
in connection with the attack
on the Vikarabad district col-
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lector and other officials by
villagers opposingland acqui-
sition for ‘Pharama Village’

KTR alleged that in the
name of land acquisition,
the Chief Minister was trying
to do real estate business by
giving lands of SCs, STs and
BCs to his family members
and followers.

The BRS leader claimed
that people were revolting
against the ill-advised deci-
sions of the Chief Minister.
He said there was no con-
spiracyin the people’s revolt.

He claimed that people
have been opposing the pro-
posed Pharma Village in
Kodangal for the last six
months. He alleged that the
Chief Minister’s brother had
threatened farmers refusing
to part with their lands.

KTR said the public anger
in Kodangal was because of
the ill-advised decisions of
the Chief Minister.

He slammed the Chief
Minister for visiting Maha-
rashtrafor the election cam-

at

paign when farmers were
arrested in his constituen-
Cy.
He said BRS worker Suresh
Raj, who was named as the
main accused in the attack
on officials, is losing his seven
acres of land. He claimed
that Suresh did not attack
anyone but was also only
trying to explain distress to
the Collector during the public
hearing.

Demanding the govern-
ment to withdraw the proposal
of ‘Pharma Village’, KTR said
BRS would stand by farmers
and people who were oppos-
ing the project.

Herecalled that then Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao had planned Pharma
City at Mucherlanear Hyder-
abad with the idea to have
all pharma companiesin one
place and to make Telangana
theleaderin the pharmasec-
tor. After strenuous efforts
of eight years, about 14,000
acres of land was acquired
for Pharma City.

KTR said then Congress
leader and the present Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy had
instigated people by saying
Pharma City would create
the problem of pollution.
After becoming the Chief
Minister, Revanth Reddy
without ascertaining the facts
scrapped the Pharma City
project.

EX-BRS

MLA arrested for

attack on DM in T'gana

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 13 NOVEMBER

Former BRS MLA Patnam
Narender Reddy was arrested
on Wednesday by Vikarabad
police in connection with
the attack on district collector
and other government officials
at Lagcherlavillage in Kodan-
gal constituency.

Thepolice have alleged that
the prime suspect, B Suresh
Rajwasafollower of the arrested
MLA, who had instigated the
attack on the officials. The
farmers were protesting against
the proposed pharma company
for which land was being
acquired in chief minister A
Revanth Reddy's own con-
stituency, Kodangal.

Patnam Narender Reddy
was arrested by police while
he was out at KBR Park for
morning walk. He was then
taken to Parigi police station
in Vikarabad. Police had ini-
tially detained 55 people in
connection with the attack
on officials. Ithas now arrested
16 farmers while Suresh, who
was designated as accused

number one and another 30
people, were on the run.

Condemning the arrest of
Patnam Narender Reddy, BRS
working president KT Rama
Rao alleged this was a con-
spiracy to blame the BRS
when people in the chief
minister's own constituency
were up in arms. "This
wretched government was
arresting people even when
activists were speaking to
people's representatives.
Undemocratic measures are
being taken to put down the
people’srebellion at Lagcher-
la," said Rao. He called for
therelease of the former MLA
and the farmers who have
been detained.

Meanwhile, BJPMPDKAruna
was stopped by police from
going to Lagcharla village. Her
vehicle was stopped at Man-
neguda. Aruna was upset that
shewasstoppedbypolice even
as chief minister's brother A
Tirupati Reddy was allowed to
proceed to Kodangal. She ques-
tioned why police allowed him
even though he was noteven a
ward memberbutstopped her.

In the meantime, several
Telangana BJP MPs have
denied that KT Rama Rao
had met Union Urban Devel-
opment Minister Manohar
Lal in Delhi. According to
them he didn’t get an appoint-
ment from the Union minister.
Congress had alleged that
Rao had fled to Delhi and
sought to hold parleys with
BJPleaders after the govern-
ment sought the Governor's
approval to proceed against
him in connection with the
Formula E race case.

BJP MP Konda Vishwesh-
war Reddy counter alleged
that Rao had met Congress
leaders in Delhi to seekimmu-
nity from arrest.

‘Noalliance with BJPin TN for 2026 polls’

AGENCIES
CHENNAI, 13 NOVEMBER

ATIADMK General Secretary
and former Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami (EPS) on
Wednesday announced that
his party will not form an
alliance with the BJP for the
2026 Assembly elections.

Speaking to the media in
Coimbatore, EPS, whois also
the Leader of the Opposition
inthe Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly said that it was
made clear during the 2024
Lok Sabha elections and reit-
erated in several press con-
ferences.

“Our aim is to dethrone
the DMK. There will be no

alliance with the BJP,”
Palaniswami asserted,
emphasising that no further
clarification was needed
on the matter. EPS also
referred to an interaction
with ajournalistin Tiruchi
on Sunday during which
he was asked whether the
AIADMK would ally with
the BJP.

Doctorstabbed insidegovt hospital by
patient’sson; medicsstrikework

M CRAJAN
CHENNAI, 13 NOVEMBER

A senior doctor on duty was
brutally stabbed by the son ofa
patient at the cancer ward of
the Government Kalaignar Cen-
tenary Multi Speciality Hospital
at Guindy on Wednesday. The
incidentatapremier government
hospital hasrattled the medical
fraternity and they had gone
onindefinite strike demanding
adequate protection.

While the doctor, BalajiJagan-
nathan, who sustained severe
stabwoundsin the chest, head,
and neck, is undergoing treat-
ment, the assailant, Vignesh,
who tried to flee, was chased
by the hospital staff and the
public and handed over to the
police. The condition of Balaji
is said to be highly critical and
he is kept in the ICU.

The Tamil Nadu Government
Doctors Association has gone
on a state-wide strike. Barring
emergency services, doctors
would stay away from work at
allgovernmenthospitals, includ-

ing PHCs.

Police said theincident took
place in the morning when Dr
Balaji, Head of the Department
of Oncology, was offering con-
sultation to outpatients. The
assailant, Vignesh, of suburban
Perungalathur, whowasaccom-
panying his mother Prema,
receiving treatment for cancer,
waited for her turn for the con-
sultation. Three of his friends
too had come with him. When
his turn came, he entered the
doctor’s consultationroomand
immediately bolted it from
inside before assaulting the
doctor with a kitchen knife.
Then, leaving the doctor, he
ran away amidst the crowd, but

the alert hospital staff with the
assistance of the people caught
him and handed him to the
cops. Besides Vignesh, the police
are questioning his three other
friends. According to hospital
sources, Premahadbeenreceiv-
ing treatment for an advanced
stage of cancer and was given
six rounds of chemotherapy.
When her condition worsened,
shewas taken to a private hospital
a few days ago.

Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin, who visited
the hospital and inquired into
the incident, told the media
that the youth, Vignesh, had
resorted to the attack owing to
a misunderstanding on the
treatment and his mother’s
condition. “The patient was
taken to aprivate hospitalwhere
the family was told something
about her condition and the
treatment which had pushed
himtothis,” he said and assured
the protesting doctors that the
Government was committed
toprovidingsecurityto thedoc-
torsand the medical fraternity.

AGENCIES
BENGALURU, 13 NOVEMBER

Thebye-elections held for three
Assembly constituencies in
Karnataka on Wednesday wit-
nessed agood turnoutas45.02
per centof votingwas reported
by the Election Commission
of India.

The poll panel reported a
voter turnout 0f45.02 per cent
between 7 A.M. and 1 P.M. on
Wednesday as the bypolls are
being held for Channapatna
Assembly constituency in
Ramanagar district, Sandur
Assembly seatin Ballary district
and Shiggaon Assembly segment
in Haveri district.

The high-profile Channa-
patna seat saw a turnout of
48.15 per cent of voters, the
Shiggaon segment witnessed
43.5 per cent of voting and the

N

Sandur seatsawavoters’ turnout
of 43.46 per cent.

Union Minister for Heavy
Industries and Steel, HD
Kumaraswamy’s son Nikhil
Kumaraswamyis the NDA can-
didate contesting under the
JD(S) symbol from the Chan-
napatna seat. He is also the
grandson of former Prime Min-
ister HD Deve Gowda.

Former senior BJP leader,
CPYogeshwarais the Congress

candidate from here.

Former Chief Minister and
BJP MP Basavaraj Bommai’s
son Bharat Bommai is the BJP
candidate from the Shiggaon
Assembly constituency.

The Congress has fielded
Yasir Ahmed Khan Pathan as
its candidate. Annapurna
Tukaram, wife of former minister
and Congress MP, E. Tukaram
is the candidate for the grand
old party from the Sandur

TENDER

Assembly segment.

The BJPhas fielded Bangaru
Hanumanthu, State Morcha
President as its candidate.

The Congress, BJPand JD(S)
have carried out high-voltage
campaigning for the bypolls
as the results are expected to
have a direct impact on state
politics. CM Siddaramaiah, fac-
ing allegations of corruption
and investigation by the
Lokayukta and Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in the Mysuru
Urban Development Authority
(MUDA) casewill find it difficult
to continue in his position if
the BJP manages to win all
three seats.

The results are also crucial
for Union Minister
Kumaraswamy to consolidate
his position in the BJP at the
national level.

State BJP President B.Y.

K’taka bypolls: ECreports good turnoutinthree Assembly seats

Vijayendra will have a difficult
time in case of a setback as he
is facing internal challenges
by senior leaders.

There are 2.36 lakh voters
in the Sandur constituencyand
of these, 1.18 lakh are women.

Thereare 29 voters belonging
to the third gender category
and there are 153 polling stations.
There are a total of 2.32 lakh
votersin the Channapatnaseat
including 1.20lakh women and
8 third gender voters. The
Vokkaliga and Muslim voters
are in large numbers in the
constituency. There are 208
polling booths in the con-
stituency. There are a total of
2.37 lakh voters in Shiggaon
among which 1.16 lakh are
women and 6 are third gender
voters. The voting would be
heldinthe 196 polling stations
across the constituency.
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5h. Pankaj Atray, CE{Dr.) Praj-lll
Phone: 9650573355
Email: eeisp2024@ gimail.com

Advt. No. 1.5V, 44{2024-25)

Subject; Expression of Interest {EQI) for Bioremediation/ Phytoremediation Treatment Process
issued vide Letter No. DIB/EE (ISP)/2024/ 1318 dated 29/08/2024 displayed at DIB's website,

The deadline for submitting documents related to the above said Expression of Interest has been
extended from October 30, 2024 to January 31, 2025.
For any further clarifications or additional infoarmation, please contact;

S DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
Addendum/Corrigendum No 02

Executive Engineer [ISP)

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
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e nrporhiniEesy dbvles-al lenclers s s s
Drde af receipl of application for the lenders = e R
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tice. The conditienal tenders and tenders recerecd without cansest money will be rejecred. The tenders wall be kepr open for 45 days. The

HIMACHAL PRADESH

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

HEPWT Dhivision Ghumarwin, Distl. Bilaspur(H.P)-1 740210
Tel:- WIRFH-255281, e-manl §d;- ee-phu-hp@nic.in,

[ R

13 I0d4-2015 HIM SUCHNA AVAM AN SAMPARK
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ODISHA GRAMYA BANK

INFORMATION TECHNOLDGY DEPARTMENT, HEAD OFFICE,
GANDAMUNDA, KHANDAGIRI, BHUBANESWAR-T51030 {ODISHA]

Bid Mumber # GEM/2024/B/5539045 dated 12.11.2024
Odisha Gramya Bank invites application for procurement of 16 unite
of Microsoft Operating Systern Data Centre Edition 16 core
licenses through bidding process from (Government
e Marketplace) GeM portal. Fordetails and application format please
visit Bank's website: www.odishabank.in

GENERAL MANAGER

Ref:

T2 T12024 to T 112024,

NORTHERN RAILWAY

CORRIGENDUM

[I] Tender Motice No. 5302024-2025 dated 1 9/09/2024
(i} Temndgr Mumber 15245195 dus on 2711112024,
1. In reference lo abowve [ender, the due date has been extended from

All pther terma & conditlons remain unchanged.
The Comigendum has bean publishad onwebsite www.ireps.gow.in, 35172024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

BATHA A9 UTiHasT ATl et BieT (I57.)

E-Mail Id:- np.sangodiSEgmall.com

Ml 0TI 1D S 2024 £ 2075
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fEsirde- 12112024
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| DLEZ425WES0E 115814
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A Tl ST

Mao. 5T0-51g-C-PS-AMC-Byte-24

NORTHERN RAILWAY

1st Corrigendum

Dated:-412.11.2024

Sub:- 1st corigendum o tender nofice Mo, 570-Sig-C-PS-AMC-Byte-24
dt. 01112024 in connection with tenders for the work of 01 Year fnnual
halntenancs Contract of Byie Communlcaticn Syatem installed in CAO office, K,
Gale, Belhi, (Only OE M or aulhorized dealer of EM s eligibba Torths lencer ),
Thefallowing iterm af ahove tender notice may ke read a5 under-

As perariginal MIT

Revised as perthis comigendum

Date of opening - 1130 Hra. |
_bndate: 22.11.2024

Tender No. 570-5ig-C-PS5-AMC-Byte-24
| dt.01.11.2024 may be treated as cancellad.

57132029

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

PUNJAB 5TATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
Reg: Office: #5368, Haad Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
Ly, Chief enginssrfOEM S MM-I1, SHTP, Lehra % ohabat-151111 |Bathinda)

¢

Pz M, SEABT-17607 E-rmail: se mmd lehrad@g mall.aom
Corportete ldentity Mumizer
Wiehisits: waspspelin

CUA01CE PEOIDSGO03 3813

Stage-l), GHTR Lekra Mahabibat,

https:/ feproc. ounjak.gowin

Tender Enquiry No_: 87 /CHP/HEMC-307(V-A), Dated:- 13-11-2024

O, 'Chiet Engineer, Mechanical Mtc. Cirde-Il/GHTF, Lehra Mohabbat invites
E-tenderfor he work of "Dismantie & Erection of Apron pans [146 o) B
vz res chaie links of apron feeder- D installed ot coal handling plant

Far detalied NIT & tesder specification please refer to hitps: S feproc.ouniab,
govdn from 13511034 at 1800 arwands,
Mate: Corrigendum and addendom, i any will be aublished anline at

GHTP-92/24
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Pentagonstunnedby
Trump's defence choice

Trump hasnominated Fox NewshostPete Hegseth toserveashisdefencesecretary

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, 13 NOVEMBER

resident-elect Donald

Trump stunned the

Pentagon and the

broader defense world
bynominating Fox News host
Pete Hegseth to serve as his
defense secretary, tapping
someonelargelyinexperienced
and untested on the global
stage to take over the world’s
largestand most powerful mil-
itary.

The news was met with
bewildermentand wide-eyed
worry among many in Wash-
ington, as Trump passed ona
number of established national
security heavy-hitters and
chosean ArmyNational Guard
captain who iswell-known in
conservative circles as a co-
host of Fox News Channel’s
“Fox & Friends Weekend.”

While some Republican
lawmakers had a muted
response to theannouncement,
others called his combat expe-
rience an asset or said he was
“tremendously capable.”

Hegseth’s choice could
bring sweeping changes to
the military, ashe has madeit
clearonhisshowandininter-
views that, like Trump, he is
stridently opposed to “woke”
programs that promote equity
andinclusion. He’s also ques-
tioned the role of women in
combat and advocated par-
doning service members
charged with war crimes.

In June, at a rally in Las
Vegas, Trump encouraged his
supporters to buy Hegseth’s
book after vowing that if he
won: “The woke stuff will be
gone within a period of 24
hours. I can tell you.”

A staunch conservative

who embraces Trump’s “Amer-
icaFirst” policies, the 44-year-
old Hegseth has pushed for
making the military more
lethal. Duringan interview on
“The Shawn Ryan Show” pod-
cast, he said allowingwomen
to serve in combat hurts that
effort.

“Everything about men
and women serving together
makes the situation more
complicated, and complication

Israelistrikeskill 46 peoplein the Gaza
Stripand 33in Lebanon, medics say

AGENCIES
DEIR AL-BALAH, 13 NOVEMBER

Israeli airstrikes killed at
least 46 people in the Gaza
Strip in the past day, including
11 at a makeshift cafeteria
in an Israeli-declared human-
itarian zone, medics said.
In Lebanon, warplanes struck
Beirut’s southern suburbs
and killed 33 people else-
where in the country on
Tuesday.
Thelatestbombardment
came as the United States
said it would not reduce its
military support for Israel
after a deadline passed for
allowing more humanitarian
aid into Gaza. The State

Department cited some
progress, even as interna-
tional aid groups said Israel
had failed to meet the U.S.
demands.

In Lebanon, large explo-
sions shook Beirut’s southern
suburbs — an area known
as Dahiyeh, where Hezbollah
has a significant presence
—soon after the Israeli mil-

itaryissued evacuation warn-
ings for 11 houses there.

There was noimmediate
word on casualties. The
Israeli military said it targeted
Hezbollah infrastructure,
including command centers
and weapons production
sites, without providing evi-
dence.

Another Israeli strike on
an apartment building east
of Beirut killed at least six
people. Wael Murtada said
the destroyed home belonged
to his uncle and that those
inside had fled from the
Dahiyeh last month. He said
three children were among
the dead and other people
were missing.

in combat, that means casu-
alties are worse,” Hegseth
said.

Andwhile he said diversity
in the military is a strength,
he said it was because minority
and white men “can perform
similarly” but the same isn’t
true for women.

While Trump lauded
Hegseth as “tough, smartand
a true believer in America
First,” others were quick to

point to the TV personality’s
lack of experience, with some
suggesting he could be Pen-
tagon chief in name only as
the Trump White House runs
the department. A number
of other names floated as
possible defense choices had
included Rep. Mike Rogers
of Alabama, the GOP chairman
of the House Armed Services
Committee; retired Lt. Gen.
Keith Kellogg; Sen. Joni Ernst,
R-Iowa; and Robert Wilkie, a
former Pentagon official who
was head of Veterans Affairs
in Trump’s first term.
“Thereisreason for concermn
that this is not a person who
is a serious enough policy-
maker, serious enough policy
implementer, to do asuccessful

job,” said Rep. Adam Smith

of Washington, the ranking
Democrat on the House Armed
Services Committee.

Trump says Musk, Ramaswamy will
formoutside group to advise White
House on government etficiency

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 13 NOVEMBER

President-elect Donald
Trump on Tuesday said Elon
Musk and former GOP pres-
idential candidate Vivek
Ramaswamy will lead a new
“Department of Government
Efficiency” — which is not,
despite the name, a govern-
ment agency.

The acronym “DOGE” is
a nod to Musk’s favorite
cryptocurrency, dogecoin.
Trump said in a statement
that Musk and Ramaswamy
will work from outside the
government to offer the
White House “advice and
guidance” and will partner
with the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget to “drive
large scale structural reform,
and create an entrepreneurial
approach to Government
never seen before.” He added
that the move would shock
government systems.

It’s not clear how the

organization will operate.
It could come under the
Federal Advisory Committee
Act, which dictates how
external groups that advise
the government must operate
and be accountable to the
public.

Federal employees are
generally required to disclose
their assets and entangle-
ments to ward off any poten-
tial conflicts of interest, and
to divest significant holdings
relating to their work. Because
Musk and Ramaswamy
would not be formal federal
workers, they would not face
those requirements or ethical
limitations.

USsaysitwill notlimit Israel armstransters
after someimprovementsinflow ofaidto Gaza

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 13 NOVEMBER

The Biden administration
said Tuesday that Israel has
made some good butlimited
progress in increasing the
flow of humanitarian aid to
Gaza and will not limit arms
transfers to Israel as it had
threatened to a month ago if
thesituation had notimproved.
Relief groups say conditions
are worse than at any point
in the 13-month-old war.
State Department
spokesman Vedant Patel told
reporters the progress to date
must be supplemented and
sustained but “we, at this
time, have notmade an assess-

British writer Samantha Harvey’sspace-station
novel Orbital wins the Booker Prizefor fiction

AGENCIES
LONDON, 13 NOVEMBER

British writer Samantha Harvey
won the Booker Prize for
fiction on Tuesdaywith Orbital,
a short, wonder-filled novel
set aboard the International
Space Station that ponders
the beauty and fragility of
Earth.

Harvey was awarded the
50,000-pound ($64,000) prize
for what she has called a
“space pastoral” about six
orbiting astronauts, which
she began writing during
COVID-19 pandemic lock-
downs. The confined characters
loop through 16 sunrises and
16 sunsets over the course of
aday, trapped in one another’s

company and transfixed by
the globe’s ever-changing vis-
tas.

“Tolook at the Earth from
space is like a child looking
into a mirror and realizing
for the first time that the
personin the mirroris herself,”
said Harvey, who researched
her novel by reading books
by astronauts and watching
the space station’slive camera.
“What we do to the Earth we
do to ourselves.”

She said the novel “is not
exactlyabout climate change,
butimplied in the view of the
Earth is the fact of human-
made climate change.”

She dedicated the prize to
everyone who speaks “forand
not against the Earth, forand

notagainst the dignity of other
humans, other life.”

“All the people who speak
for and call for and work for
peace — this is for you,” she
said. Writer and artist Edmund
deWaal, who chaired the five-
memberjudging panel, called
Orbital a “miraculous novel”
that “makes our world strange

and new for us.”

GabyWood, chiefexecutive
ofthe Booker Prize Foundation,
noted that “in ayear of geopo-
litical crisis, likely to be the
warmest year inrecorded his-
tory,” the winning book was
“hopeful, timely and time-
less.”

Harvey, who has written
four previous novels and a
memoir about insomnia, is
the first British writer since
2020 to win the Booker. The
prize is open to English-lan-
guage writers of any nationality
and has areputation for trans-
formingwriters’ careers. Pre-
vious winners include Ian
McEwan, Margaret Atwood,
Salman Rushdie and Hilary
Mantel.

ment that the Israelis are in
violation of U.S.law.” Itrequires
recipients of military assistance
to adhere to international
humanitarian law and not
impede the provision of such
aid.

“We are not giving Israel
a pass,” Patel said, adding
that the steps Israel has taken
havenotyetmade asignificant

enough difference. “We want
tosee the totality of the human-
itarian situationimprove, and
we think some of these steps
will allow the conditions for
thatto continue to progress.”

Thedecisionfromthe U.S.
—Israel’skeyallyandlargest
provider of arms — comes
despite international aid
organizations declaring that
Israel has failed to meet U.S.
demands to allow greater
humanitarian access to the
Gaza Strip. Hunger experts
have warned that the north
may alreadybe experiencing
famine.

The Biden administration
last month set a deadline
expiring Tuesday for Israel

to “surge” more food and
otheremergencyaid into the
Palestinian territory or risk
the possibility of scaled-back
military support as Israel
wages offensives against
Hamasin Gazaand Hezbollah
in Lebanon.

The obstacles facing aid
distribution were on this dis-
play thisweek. Even after the
Israeli military gave permission
for a delivery to the north-
ernmost part of Gaza — vir-
tually cut off from food for
more than a month by an
Israeli siege — the United
Nations said it couldn’tdeliver
most of it because of turmoil
and restrictions from Israeli
troops on the ground.

Pentagonsecrets leaker Jack Teixeira sentenced
to 15yearsinprison by atederal judge

AGENCIES
BOSTON, 13 NOVEMBER

A federal judge sentenced
aMassachusetts Air National
Guard member to 15 years
in prison Tuesday for leaking
classified military docu-
ments about the war in
Ukraine, actions prosecutors
said put the country’s
national security at risk,
endangered other military
members and damaged
U.S. relationships with its
allies.

Jack Teixeira had pleaded
guilty in March to six counts
of willful retention and
transmission of national
defense information under
the Espionage Act, nearly
a year after his arrest in

the most consequential
national security breach in
years. Wearing an orange
jumpsuit in court, he showed
no reaction as he was sen-
tenced by U.S. District Judge
Indira Talwani.

“Today, Mr. Teixeira has
paid a very heavy price for
laws he broke, for the incred-
ible damage that he caused,”
Acting Massachusetts U.S.
Attorney Josh Levy said
afterward. “This significant
sentence sends a powerful
message to every individual
who holds a top secret clear-
ance. Anyone who willfully
threatens our national secu-
rity by illegally disseminating
classified information will
face very serious repercus-
sions.”
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Musk posted on X:
“Department of Government
Efficiency. The merch will
be (fire emojis).” Later he
added: “Threat to democracy?
Nope, threat to BUREAU-
CRACY!”

Muskhas been a constant
presence at Mar-a-Lago since
Trump won the presidential
election.

The president-elect has
often said he would give
Musk a formal role overseeing
a group akin to a blue-ribbon
commission that would rec-
ommend ways to slash
spending and make the fed-
eral government more effi-
cient. Musk at one point
suggested he could find more
than $2 trillion in savings
— nearly a third of total
annual government spend-
ing.

Trump had made clear
that Musk would likely not
hold any kind of full-time
position, given his other
commitments.
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Arvinder Singh Sahney
takes over as Chairman
of IndianOil: Mr. Arvinder
Singh Sahney, an industry
veteran with nearly three
decades of experience,
has taken charge as the
Chairman of Indian Oil Cor-
poration Ltd. (IndianQil). A
Chemical Engineer from
HBTI, Kanpur, Mr. Sahney
began his career with Indi-
anOil in 1993. Over the
years, he has held key
positions across various
functions, including Refin-
ery Operations, Technical
Services, Health, Safety,
and Environment (HSE)
and Petrochemicals.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

enchmark indices

closed deep in the

red on Wednesday,

marking their fifth
consecutive day of losses.
Thiswasriding on the inflation
concerns and sell-offin metal
stocks.

The Nifty index dropped
nearly 10 per cent from its
all-time high of around
26,277.35, reached on 27 Sep-
tember.

This marks the fifth con-
secutive day of losses, as
inflation concerns and a
selloff in metal and realty
stocks weighed heavily on
sentiment.

LIC reports 3.51 per cent growth
in profit after tax for H1 FY 2024

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 11 NOVEMBER

The Board of Directors of Life
Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC) hasapproved and adopted
the standalone and consolidated
financial results for the six
months ending 30 September.

The Profit after Tax (PAT)
for the half year ended 30 Sep-
tember, 2024 was Rs 18,082
crore as compared to Rs 17,469
crore for the half year ended 30
September, 2023 registering a
growth of3.51 percent. Interms
of market share measured by
First Year Premium Income
(FYPI) (as per IRDAI), LIC con-
tinues to be the market leader
inIndianlife insurance business
with overall market share of
61.07 per centfor halfyear ended
30September, 2024 as compared
to 58.50 per cent for half year
ended 30 September,2023. For
thehalfyearended 30 September,
2024, LIC had amarket share of
39.79 per cent in Individual
business and 74.77 per cent in
group business. The Total Pre-

mium Income for six months
period ended 30 September,
2024 was Rs 2,33,671 crore as
compared to Rs 2,05,760 crore
for the sixmonths period ended
30 September 2023, registering
a growth of 13.56 per cent.

Individual newbusiness pre-
mium income for six months
period ended 30 September,
2024 was Rs 29,538 crore as
compared to Rs 25,184 crore
for the sixmonths period ended
30September, 2023, registering
an increase of 17.29 per cent.

Siddhartha Mohanty, CEO
& MD, LIC said, “During the
first half of this year (FY 2024-
25), LIC has been successful in
delivering holistic growth on
various business parameters
such asmarketshare, premium,
Non par share within Individual
business, VNB, VNB margin
and embedded value. Ourmarket
sharefor H1FY25hasincreased
to 61.07 per cent as compared
to 58.50 per cent for the same
period of previous year and
58.87 per cent for the full year
ended March 31, 2024.”
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At the close, the Sensex
had shed 984 points, or 1.3
per cent, settling at 77,690,
while the Nifty declined 324
points, or 1.4 per cent, to
23,559.

Nifty Financial Services,

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, 13 NOVEMBER

Mr. Rakesh Kumar Jain,
Director (Finance), GAIL
(India) Limited has been
honoured as “Top 50 Vision-
ary CFO in India” at the
National Economic Growth
Summit 2024 organised here
by Bharat 24 News.

We arere-entering Indiato cater to evolving
needs of Indian consumers: Daewoo India MD

RITWIK MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA, 13 NOVEMBER

Daewoo India, a globally
acclaimed Korean brand, has
now extended its legacy to
the vibrant Indian market.
The company is re-entering
the Indian market, focusing
on consumer electronics and
energy solutions, with a target
of Rs 500 crore inrevenue by
FY27. With a presence in
more than 110 countries
worldwide, DAEWOO is ded-
icated to enhancing consumer
experiences with its range of
consumer durable products:
1) Smart TVs: SMART
ANDROID LED TV Range,
webOS HUB, SMART LED
TV Range. 2) Ultimate Inter-
active Flat Panel (IFP). 3)
DAEWOO lite Touch Inter-
active Display and 4) Resi-
dential and Commercial Alka-
line Water Machines.

Speakingto The Statesman
exclusively, H S Bhatia, Man-
aging Director of DAEWOO
India, delves at length on
wide ranging issues like the
Korean company’s India re-
entry plan, strategies, invest-
ment plans, tie-up plans, to
mention a few.

Excerpts:

Q: Why did Daewoo decide
tore-enter India? What poten-
tial do you see in the Indian
market in terms of market
size and growth?

A: DAEWOO decided to
re-enter India due to the
country's rapid economic
growth and increasing con-
sumer demand, positioning
itas one of the fastest-growing
consumer markets globally.
India presents a significant
opportunity for DAEWOO to
re-establishitsbrand and tap
into a burgeoning market.
The potential in Indiais sub-
stantial, with a growing middle
class and increasing disposable
income driving demand for
advanced and affordable con-
sumer products.

Q: Whatisyour Indiastrategy
this time around?

A: Our strategy in India
focuses on offering a diverse
portfolio of products across
consumer durables, renewable
energy, and electric vehicles.

§2ia

We have partnered with Kel-
won Electronics, leveraging
their market knowledge and
distribution network to ensure
our products reach consumers
effectively. By combining
advanced Korean technology
with affordability, we aim to
re-establish DAEWOO as a
leading brand in India, pro-
vidinginnovative and reliable
products that meet the evolv-
ing needs of Indian con-
sumers.

Q: In which categories are
you offering products, and
whyhave you selected these
categories?

A:We are offering products
in categories such as consumer
durables, renewable energy,
and electric vehicles. This
selection allows us to address
various aspects of modern
living and sustainability. Our
portfolio includes SmartTVs,
Alkaline Water Health
Machines, Lithium Hybrid
Inverters, and Interactive Flat
Panels. These categories were
chosen to cater to the diverse
needs of Indian consumers,
leveraging advanced Korean
technology to provide high-
quality, innovative solutions.
Q: What are your investment
plansinIndia? Are you plan-
ning to seek any funding
options?

A:We are investing approx-

imately INR 300 crore ($40
million) over the next three
years to expand our presence
inIndia. This investment will
be directed towards marketing,
R&D, productdevelopment,
and building a robust sales
and service infrastructure.
We are currently focusingon
leveraging our partnership
with Kelwon and do nothave
immediate plans to seek addi-
tional funding options.
Q: The competition in the
consumer durables space
hasintensified. Howdoyou
plan to compete and gain
market share?

A: To compete effectively
and gain market share, DAE-
WOO will differentiate itself
by offering unique value
propositions, including
advanced Korean technology
and competitive pricing. Our
products, such as home
automation systems, Inter-
active Flat Panels, and alkaline
water purifiers, are designed
to meet the diverse preferences
and lifestyles of Indian con-
sumers. Our focus on quality,
innovation, and affordability
will help us stand out in a
competitive market.

Q: Are you planning to
start your own local manu-
facturing?

A:Yes, we are planning to
establishlocal manufacturing
facilities in India as market
demand grows. Initially, our
products will be sourced
locally through OEM part-
nerships, supported by R&D
and technical assistance from
DAEWOO. As we expand,
dedicated manufacturing
facilities will help us better
cater to Indian consumers'
needs and contribute to the
local economy.

Q: Howwillyoureintroduce
the brand to Indian con-
sumers? Will you be tying
up with large retail chains?

A:Wewillreintroduce the
DAEWOO brand through tar-
geted marketing campaigns,
strategic partnerships with
large retail chains, and the
launch of exclusive stores
and experience centers. Col-
laborating with established
retail partners and leveraging
their networks will ensure
wide availability and acces-
sibility of DAEWOO products
across India.

Q: Are you looking for any
other tie-ups?

A: Currently, our primary
focus is on our partnership
with Kelwon Electronics &
Appliances Pvt Ltd. This strate-
gic collaboration allows us
to leverage their extensive
distribution network and
market expertise to introduce
our products across various
sectors. We are open to explor-
ing additional tie-ups in the
future to further enhance our
market presence.
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Nifty Pharma, and Nifty Oil
and Gas also declined by
over 1.5 per cent each. Nifty
IT and Nifty FMCG fell the
least,down 0.5 per cent each.

On the Nifty50, Britannia,
Tata Motors, NTPC, HUL,

Mr. Jain received the hon-
our for his exceptional lead-
ership and contributions to
GAIL'’s success over the years.

Mr. Jain is a Cost and
Management Accountant
by profession. He joined
GAIL in 1992 as a Manage-
ment Trainee and has been
part of the growth trajectory
of the company. Prior to his

and Asian Paints were the
top gainers, while the laggards
were Tata Steel, Eicher Motors,
M&M, Hindalco, and Hero
MotoCorp, each down by 3-
4 per cent.

Among the sectors, all
ended in the red for the day.
Nifty Realty shed the most,
down 3.2 per cent, followed
by Nifty Metal, which declined
2.66 per cent. Meanwhile,
Nifty Bank, Nifty Auto, and
Nifty Media also fell by over
2% each.

Therupee depreciated by
1 paisa, reaching a historic
low of 84.40 against the US
dollar in early trading on
Wednesday.

BSE Midcap and BSE
Smallcap indices dropped
2.6 per cent and 3 per cent,

GAILdirector (finance) Rakesh Kumar Jain
honoured as one of top 50 visionary CFOs

appointment as Director
(Finance), Mr. Jain held the
position of Executive Director
(Finance & Accounts) in
GAIL.

Additionally, Mr. Jain
holds the position of Chair-
man in Indraprastha Gas
Limited, GAIL Global (USA)
Inc. & GAIL Global (USA)
LNG LLC and Director in
GAIL Gas Limited. Earlier
he was on the Board of
Bhagyanagar Gas Ltd., Bengal
Gas Company Ltd., Ratnagiri
Gas and Power Pvt. Ltd
(RGPPL). As Executive Direc-
tor (Finance & Accounts),
Mr. Jain headed the Corporate
Finance and Treasury section
and was involved in mobil-
isation of funds from domes-
ticand international markets
and took investment deci-
sionsinlarge infrastructure
projects.

He was also actively
involved in Investor relations
and interactions with
Analysts’ fraternity.

Al to add $359 to $438
billion to India’'s GDP

by 2029-30:

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Deputy Governor of Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), Michael
Debabrata Patra, on Wednesday
said the forecasts indicate that
generative artificial intelligence
(AD) could add between $359
billion and $438 billion to
India’s GDP by 2029-30

The adoption of Al in pro-
duction processes by Indian
firms hasrisen from 8 per cent
in 2023 to 25 per centin 2024.

“It is estimated that gen-
erative Alitself could increase
global GDP by $7-10 trillion
over the nextthreeyears. Large
language models are estimated
to increase the productivity
levels of workers by 8 to 36
per cent,” the RBI DG said.

“Over the past three decades,
the digital revolution hasbeen
transforming the world, eclips-
ing all past revolutions. It is
estimated that the global digital
economy accounts for more
than 15 per cent of global
GDP,” he added.

“Indiais at the forefront of
the digital revolution. Financial
technology (FinTech) is speed-
ing up digital payments.”

“TheIndia Stackis expand-
ing financial inclusion, gal-
vanising bankinginfrastructure
and public finance manage-

RBI DG

ment systems covering both
direct benefit transfers and
tax collections. Vibrant e-mar-
kets are springing up and
expanding their reach,” he
said. The DG further added
thatIndiais uniquely positioned
tounlocknew growth avenues
and optimise existing ones
with its digital public infra-
structure (DPI), avibrantinfor-
mation technology (IT) sector
and aburgeoning youth pop-
ulation, including one of the
largest Al talent bases.

Healsomentioned thatan
Al-assisted review of the latest
annual reports of Indian banks
reveals various instances of
productivity gains by SCBs
from digitalisation.

Talking further in terms of
digitalisation, he said the micro-
level evidence from surveys
of Indian banks shows that
while all of them have imple-
mented mobile and internet
banking, 75 per cent offer
online account opening, digital
KYC, and digitally enabled
doorstep banking.

Additionally, 60 per cent
provide digitallending, 50 per
centoffer paymentaggregator
services, 41 per centuse chat-
bots, 24 per centhave adopted
openbanking, and 10 per cent
have integrated Internet of
Things (IoT) technology.

Sales ofpassengervehicles stabilise
in Oct, 2-Wjumps 14 per cent: Data

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

In October, amid the festival
season, sales of the passenger
vehicles (PVs) stabilised and
saw a flat 0.9 per cent rise,
while the two-wheeler segment
witnessed over 14 per cent
jump.

The Society of Indian Auto-
mobile Manufacturers (SIAM)
reported that PVs recorded
its highest-ever October
domestic sales reaching
393,238 units, markinga mod-
est0.9 per centincrease over
the same period last year

despite a higher base.

The domestic sales of two-
wheelers (2Ws) rose to
2,164,276 units, growing 14.2
per cent year-on-year (Y-o-
Y).

In October, the scooters
and motorcyclesled the charge
within this segment, growing
by 22.3 per cent and 11 per
cent, respectively, compared
to last year.

Three-wheeler segment
faced asslight decline in domes-
tic sales, dropping by 0.7 per
centto 76,770 units in October
2024 from 77,344 units in
October 2023.

epaper.thestatesman.com

Nifty falls 10 per cent frompeak

The Sensexhadshed 984 points, or1.3percent, settlingat77,690, while the Nifty declined 324 points, or 1.4 percent, to0 23,559

respectively.

Further on BSE, many
stocks touched 52-week highs,
including Excel Realty, Hikal,
OCCL, Shyam Telecom, and
Unichem Labs, while Taparia
Tools, Aarti Industries, All-
cargo, Asian Paints, Bajaj
Electric, Bandhan Bank, Del-
hivery, CreditAccess Grameen,
JK Lakshmi Cement, PNC
Infra, and Vodafone Idea hit
their 52-week lows.

Among the individual per-
formances, shares of Sula
Vineyards took a sharp tumble
on the bourses after weak
earnings for the quarter ended
September.

NTPCsharesrose despite
a muted market sentiment
as international brokerage
Macquarie initiated coverage

on NTPCwith an outperform
call as well, issuing a target
price of Rs 475 per share.

Shares of BSE reversed
gains and ended 4 per cent
lower after robust earnings
for the quarter ended Sep-
tember.

As much as 2.5 crore
shares, representing a 9.5%
stake in PNB Housing Finance,
were sold in a block deal,
with Quality Investment
Holdings being the likely
seller.

Amid global central banks
reducing interest rates, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has kept rates unchanged.
Inflation remains a key con-
cern, driven by rising food
prices due to the extended
monsoon and crop damage.

Mines Ministry signs
MoU with TEA on
cooperation In area
of Critical Minerals

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

The Ministry of Mines on
Wednesday signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) with the International
Energy Agency (IEA) on coop-
eration in the area of Critical
Minerals.

The move would provide
India with access to reliable
data, analysis, and policyrec-
ommendationsin the critical
mineral sector, thereby enhanc-
ingits decision-making capa-
bilities and ensuring strategic
resource management.

Ministry of Mines in a
statement said the collabo-
ration would enable India to
streamline its policies, regu-
lations, and investment strate-
gies in the critical mineral
sector, aligning them with
global standards and best
practices.

TENDER

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sealed percentage rate tenders are hereby invited by the Executive Engineer, Electrical Division No. 11,
US Club, HPPWD, Shimla-1 in form No.6 & 8 on behalf of Governor of H.P for the following works

[rom the contractors of appropriate class enlisted with HPPWI (Electrical), The tenders shall be

opened in the presence of contractors/firms or their authorized representative who wish 1o be present

TIME SCHEDULE OF TENDER

(1) Last date of receipt of application:
(1) Date of sale of tenders

(1ii) Last date of receipt of bids:

(iv) Date of bid opening:

The tender lorm will be issued to only those contractors who qualily the eriteria alter the serutiny ol
application forms by the commitiee constituted for the purpose.

28.11.2024 Up to 10O PM
28.11.2024 Upito2 PM o 5.00 PM

29.11.2024 Up to 10.30 A.M

a7 1 12024

Al 11

A AM

be clans

|, The earnest money in the shape of National Saving certificate. Time deposit account in any of the post
affice in HP/ | | VK, g any Hank |.|1||'. }1||.|J|,|.-|.|.| in tavor of Executive | |I.|_.,‘|||I.I.l K I|.I.I|!I.I.|I I Mivision Mo || L%
Coluby, HPPWLL Shimla-1 accompanied with the application for receipt of tender form along with cost of

fom

2, The contractor/lirm should possess the lollowing documents | photo copy 1o be sell attested with appli

cation for obtaining the tenders documents.
a) Latest enlistment/renewal orders with application
b} 5T Mumber fssued by the Sale Tax Department

¢} PAN {Permanent Account Mumber) Bssued by the Income Tax Department .I|II_[|.|.|||'||' of EPE fsswed from

competent authority,

i, The Executive F NEIneer, Elecirical Division Mo, ll, US Club, HPPWID Shimla-1 reserves the |'IH|'I.[ o

relect any ender withou ASSLENING Ay reasonis)

4. The work will be completed by the contractor within the stipulated period.
- | he tender \|1.l|.t b i“l.ln;'q.l lid II|||'|-' ||1||h|.' contrictor Arms 'nlsn Are 1.'|i|.l‘i|'|=;' suitable and I.I:ll'||||l|.'|l.'!||

&, The tender forms shall be lssued to eligible contractors depending upon thelr past performance and

work experience which shall be duly evaluated by the technical evaluation committee
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7. The contractor fTirm having necessary documents and past adequate experience shall be preferred.

#, The contractor who has failed to start/complete the work already allotted in his favour within stipulated

periad shall mot b issued tender lorms

%, A contractor enlisted in a particular class be eligible to tender lor his own class and one step below

101 Il any kind of holiday to be happened, the tender shall be opened on the next working day at 11,30 a.m

1. G will be deducted as per rates Nxed by the Governmeit
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Anendtobulldoze

The apex court
judgment in the
UP bullidozer
case lays down
the law to he
followed by all
governments,

he Supreme Courtin alaudable

and landmark judgment titled

“In Re: Manoj Tibrewal Akash

in Writ Petition (Civil) No. 1294
of 2020 pronounced on 6 November
has sharply criticised the growing trend
of punitive demolition of constructions
in the country. Mincing no words, the
court held “Justice through bulldozers
is unknown to any civilized system of
jurisprudence and simply unacceptable
under the rule of law.”

The top court has explicitly barred
authorities from using bulldozers to
demolish encroachments orillegal con-
structions for road projects across India
without following due process, which
includes serving prior notice, conducting
adjudication, and awaiting court deci-
sions.

The Bench headed by the CJI Dr DY
Chandrachud and comprising Justice
JB Pardiwala and Justice Manoj Misra
said, “The days of announcing the
removal of encroachments or illegal
structures with drumbeaters or loud-
speakers are over.”

This was held while lashing out at
the Uttar Pradesh Government for high-
handedness after the Maharajganj Col-
lector had demolished a house to widen
NH-703. The court firmly pointed out,
“Private properties need some protection
and there has to be some accountability
fixed for those resorting to demolitions
using state power.”

The Apex Court said: “There is a
grave danger that if high handed and
unlawful behaviour is permitted by any
wing or officer of the state, demolition
of citizens’ properties will take place as
aselective reprisal for extraneous reasons.
Citizens’ voices cannot be throttled by
a threat of destroying their properties
and homesteads. The ultimate security
which a human being possesses is to
the homestead.”

The case stemmed from a senior
journalist writing a letter to the top
court in 2019 complaining that his
ancestral residential house was demol-
ished without notice by authorities in
Uttar Pradesh.

The Courtawarded an interim com-
pensation of Rs 25 lakh to the person
whose house was demolished. The
Bench also directed the UP Chief
Secretary to initiate inquiry into the

illegal demolitions that were carried
out by the Collector, other officials and
the contractor in 2019.

Senior advocate Siddharth Bhatnagar
told the Court that the National Human
Rights Commission’s directions for ini-
tiation of proceedings against wrongdoers
has not yet been complied with and no
compensation made to the petitioner
—Manoj Tibrewal Akash forillegal dem-
olition of his ancestral house. The peti-
tioner had written to the Apex Courton
4 October 2019 about the rampantinci-
dents of illegal demolitions.

What must definitely attract attention
is that while dusting off this case file
nearly four years later, the Bench was
aghast to note that no relevant material
had been provided by the UP Government
about 123 affected houses, including
that of the complainant for road widening
project. While terming it “very high
handed”, Mr Justice Pardiwala said,
“You can’t come with bulldozers and
demolish houses overnight. You don’t
give time to the family to vacate. What
about the household articles? There
has to be due process followed.”

Onthealleged encroachmentby the
petitioner, it was observed: “You say
thathewasan encroacher of 3.7 square
metres. We take it. We are not giving
him a certificate for it. Buthow can you
start demolishing people’s houses like
that? This islawlessness...walking into
somebody’s house and demolishing it
without notice.” Besides rapping the
UP government on the knuckles, the
Court ordered that its directions be
complied with within a month!

The Bench noted, “When the petitioner
moved the NHRC by a letter dated 04
October 2019, a detailed enquiry ensued.
The enquiry culminated in a report
dated 3 February 2020, whereby the
NHRC concluded that:

(i) No notice was given prior to the
demolition, save and except for a public
announcement through loudspeakers;

(ii) The house of the petitioner who
was the complainant before the NHRC
was constructed on land purchased by
his grandfather in 1960 and 1964;

(iii) The spotinspections and meas-
urements done by Revenue Department
officials in the presence of the NHRC
enquiry team revealed that the extent
of the encroachment on Government
land was about 3.70 meters in length
and demolition of that limited extent
was justified because the land was
falling under a 16-meter-wide road;

(iv) However, the house was demol-
ished beyond the extent of the encroach-
ment of 3.70 meters and the actual
demolition was in fact between 5 to 8
meters;

(v) No compensation has been ten-
dered for the demolition of the proper-
ty;

(vi) The demolition action commenced
on 7 July 2019 and on 13 September
2019, the house, which was 16 meters
from the centre of the road was demol-

ished; and

(vii) Thevideo clip provided by the
officials of NH-PWD revealed that house-
hold goods, as alleged by the complainant,
were still in the house before the work
of demolition commenced.”

The Court noted: “In this backdrop,
the findings of the NHRC indicate that
at the highest, demolition to the limited
extent of 3.70 meters may have been
justified on the ground of encroachment
but there was no justification for the
demolition beyond the 3.70 meters.
The NHRC concluded that the gov-
ernment agency had failed to provide
any documents to support that the
road in front of the petitioner’s house
was 32 meters (16 meters on each side
from the centre of the road). The
revenue records and the NH-PWD
records revealed that the road width
in front of the house was only 16 meters
(8 meters on each side from the centre
of the road). However, the District
administration and officers demolished
properties beyond the permissible
extent, up to 32 meters (16 meters
from the centre of the road on both
sides) without authority of law.”

It went on to say: “The following
position emerges from the narration of
facts:

(i) The State of Uttar Pradesh has
produced no document to establish
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the original width of the State Highway
which was notified as NH 730, a National
Highway;

(ii) No material has been produced
by the State of Uttar Pradesh to indicate
whether any enquiry or demarcation
was carried to earmark the encroach-
ments;

(iii) There is no material to indicate
that theland had been acquired before
the work of demolition was carried out
beyond a statement on affidavit that
there was ‘encroachment’;

(iv) The State has failed to disclose
(a) The precise extent of the encroach-
ment; (b) The width of the existing
road; (c) The width of the notified
highway; (d) The extent of the property
of the petitioner which actually fell
within the notified width; and (e) Any
justification for why the demolition
was required to be carried out beyond
even the area of alleged encroachment
as thereportwhich hasbeen submitted
by the NHRC would indicate that the
demolition was far in excess of the
alleged encroachment which was to
the extent of 3.70 meters.”

The Court has summed up the cor-
nerstore of the state’s action by noting,
“The petitioner has alleged that the
demolition was a reprisal for a news-
paper report which contained alle-
gations of wrongdoing in relation to
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the construction of the road in question.
We need not engage with this aspect,
save and except to the extent that it
supplies the background to the griev-
ance of the petitioner. In any case,
such high-handed and unilateral
action by the State Government cannot
be countenanced. Justice through
bulldozers is unknown to any civilized
system of jurisprudence. There is a
grave danger that if high handed and
unlawful behaviour is permitted by
any wing or officer of the state, dem-
olition of citizens’ properties will take
place as a selective reprisal for extra-
neous reasons. Citizens’ voices cannot
be throttled by a threat of destroying
their properties and homesteads. The
ultimate security which a human
being possesses is to the homestead.
The law does not undoubtedly condone
unlawful occupation of public property
and encroachments. There are munic-
ipallaws and town-planning legislation
which contain adequate provisions
for dealing with illegal encroachments.
Where such legislation exists the safe-
guards which are provided in it must
be observed.”

It held: “We propose to lay down
certain minimum thresholds of procedural
safeguards which must be fulfilled before
taking action against properties of citizens.
The state must follow due process of
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law before taking action to remove illegal
encroachments or unlawfully constructed
structures. Bulldozer justice is simply
unacceptable under the rule of law. If it
were to be permitted the constitutional
recognition of the right to property under
Article 300A would be reduced to a dead
letter. Officials of the state who carry
out or sanction such unlawful action
must be proceeded against for disciplinary
action. Their infractions of law must
invite criminal sanctions. Public account-
ability for public officials must be the
norm. Any action in respect of public or
private property must be backed by due
process of law.”

Finally, the Court directed: “The
Registrar (Judicial) shall circulate a copy
of this judgment to the Chief Secretaries
of all the States/Union Territories to
ensure compliance with the directions
which have been issued in regard to
the procedure to be followed for the
purpose of road widening in general.”

Itis a settled proposition of law that
tolerance of injustice in any form is a
threat to justice in all forms. The top
courthasmadeitindubitably clear that
it will no longer take demolitions by
bulldozers lying down and will hold
accountable all those at whose behest
the demolition took place.

(The writer is a Meerut-based advocate.)

Pitfalls ofnew Australian social medialaw

Australia’s
proposed
legisiation on
social media
platforms raises
more questions
than it answers,
says Anne
Twomey

he Australian government’s pro-

posed legislation on misinfor-

mation and disinformation has

passed the House of Represen-
tatives, but faces a rocky time in the
Senate. Opponents have dubbed it the
MAD Bill, and it has certainly made
some of them mad. Ironically, there is
agreat deal of misinformation circulating
about the bill itself.

Some believe it gives the Common-
wealth government power to censor
them and prosecute them for what they
say — but it does not.

Thebillis directed at digital platforms
such as Google, Facebook, Instagram,
X and TikTok. It requires them to be
transparent, by publishing their policies,
risk assessments and complaints mech-
anisms for dealing with “misinformation”
(whichis false, misleading or deceptive
content) and “disinformation” (which
is misinformation that is intended to
deceive orinvolves “inauthentic behav-
iour” by bots).

Italsorequires the platforms to keep
records and provide information to the
Australian Communications and Media
Authority (ACMA) about how they deal
with misinformation.

The digital platforms already take
action to remove content, demote its
accessibility, and place warning labels

on content thatis disputed. But exactly
how they do this, and whether their
actions are sufficient, remains con-
tentious.

The controversial aspect of the gov-
ernment’s bill concernsits outsourcing
to the digital platforms of the primary
responsibility of dealing with misin-
formation. It requires them to enter
into industry codes to address the spread
of misinformation and disinformation.
Once ACMA has approved the code, it
becomes binding on the industry and
is backed by hefty fines for any failure
to comply.

Ifthereis afailure to develop a code,
or ACMA decides the code is deficient,
or if there are “exceptional and urgent
circumstances”, ACMA can impose its
own “standards” on the digital platforms.
These are also backed by hefty fines for
failure to comply.

It is unclear what these standards
can address. The bill says they can deal
with “matters relating to the operation
of digital communications platforms”,
which could mean anything.

But the bill also says ACMA can only
apply a standard if it considers it is
necessary to provide adequate protection
for the Australian community from
serious harm caused or contributed to
by misinformation or disinformation
on the platforms.

ACMA cannot use its standards to
order the platforms to remove content
or boot offend-users, unlessitinvolves
inauthentic behaviour by bots.

Itis when we get to the definition of
“misinformation” that things get sticky.

Misinformationis defined as content
that contains information that is rea-
sonably verifiable as false, misleading
or deceptive. It is only misinformation
if the content is provided on a digital
service to end-users in Australia, and is
reasonablylikely to cause or contribute
to serious harm.

The types of serious harm are set

out in the bill. These include harm to
electoral and referendum processes,
harm to public health, the vilification
of particular groups, and imminent
harm to the economy or critical
infrastructure.

Ifitwasjust confined to matters
of fact that could be verified as
false—for example, scam financial
advertisements showing false celebri-
ty endorsements, or manipulated
photos—there would be less concern.
But the explanatory memorandum
to thebill saysitalso covers opinions,
claims, commentary and invective.

Howdo you determine that opin-
ions are false? What happens to claims
that are contestable? How does a
digital platform, based in the United
States, make assessments about whether
aclaimrelating to areferendum in Aus-
tralia is false or misleading and is rea-
sonably likely to cause serious harm to
the referendum process in Australia?

The explanatory memorandum says
information can be verified as false by
athird-party fact-checker. Digital plat-
forms already use Australian fact-
checkingservices for this purpose. Fact-
checkers rely on experts to help them
make their assessments. But they are
onlyas good as the experts who happen
to respond to their requests.

When dealing with contestable mat-
ters, it is often the case that there are
experts with different views. Who is
chosen can make a big difference to
the outcome of the fact-checking report.
Even where there is a consensus of
experts that something is wrong, that
doesnotalways turn out to be the case.

If the result of fact-checking is that
a note is added to a post stating it is
contested, and giving readers other
information or references to more
authoritative sources, that is fine. It
ensuresreaders are aware the post may
not be accurate, and empowers them
to become better informed and make

their
own
assess-
ment.

But if fact-
checking leads to
a contestable claim
being declared “misinfor-
mation”, and posts containing
that claim are then removed from
digital platforms, that is far more con-
cerning.

While the “serious harm” qualification
should mean most contestable claims
are not treated as misinformation, that
will not always be so. The explanatory
memorandum regards swaying voter
behaviour during an election so that
“the outcome of an electoral process
can no longer be said to represent the
free will of the electorate” as falling
within serious harm. So contestable
claims about political policies could
end up being classified as misinformation,
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checked as false and if they were likely
to influence voters.

There are exclusions from the scope
of “misinformation” for professional
news content, parody and satire, and
the “reasonable dissemination of content
for any academic, artistic, scientific or
religious purpose”. But the chances of
a digital platform’s algorithm being
able to apply such fine distinctions
seem pretty low. The more likely outcome
would be over-censorship by platforms,
dumping anything on a controversial

sub-
jectin
the
“misinfor-
mation” bas-
" ket to avoid
trouble.
But the last word
on this may come from
Donald Trump. He has
announced that once inaugurated
he would ask Congress to enactlegislation
that curtailed the powers of the digital
platforms torestrictlawful speech. They
would be prohibited from taking down
content, other than unlawful content
such as child exploitation or the promotion
of terrorism.

How effective the Australian bill, if
passed, would be in the face of such US
legislation, takes this issue to a new
dimension of difficulty.

(The writer is Professor Emerita in
Constitutional Law, University of Sydney. This
article was published on
www.theconversation.com)
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SHAHEEN AFRIDI AT TOP SPOT IN ODI BOWLERS' LIST

AN My Pakistan's premier fast bowler Shaheen Afridi has reclaimed the No.1 position in
' %K\h the ICC Men's ODI Bowler Rankings, a spot he initially held during last year's
=l Cricket World Cup in India. Afridi's recent performance in Pakistan's victorious

\ series against Australia, where he claimed eight wickets across three games at an
impressive average of 12.62, helped propel him to the top spot once more.
Afridi's rise comes as part of a reshuffling in the rankings, with South Africa’s
spinner Keshav Maharaj slipping to third and Afghanistan’s Rashid Khan
maintaining his position at the second spot.

Agnostic for Mayfowl Cup:
Mayfowl Cup, the feature
event in a six race card
framed for tomorrow here,
appears to be a straight con-
test between Agnostic and
Meropi. The distance of
1,400m may suit the former
better.

Selections:

2.00 p.m: FRESH HOPE 1,
Lightning Charlie 2.

2.30 p.m.: SUPER SAPPHIRE 1,
Liban 2.

3.00 p.m.: CHAMPAGNE
SUPERNOVA 1, Jahzara 2.
3.30 p.m.: AGNOSTIC 1,
Meropi 2.

4.00 p.m: GLOBAL INFLUENCE
1, Wonderful 2.

Day's best: Global Influence.

Gautam Banerjea

THUMBNAILS

Manipur, Haryana, Odisha,
UP reach semifinals of sen-
ior men's hockey nation-
als: Manipur, Haryana,
Odisha and Uttar Pradesh
emerged victorious in
intense quarterfinal action
at the 14th Hockey India
Senior Men National Cham-
pionship advancing to the
semifinals on Wednesday. In
the last-four stage clashes
on Friday, Haryana will clash
with Uttar Pradesh Hockey
while Manipur Hockey will
take on Odisha. In the first
match of the day, Manipur
defeated Hockey Punjab 3-3
(4-3) via a shoot-out in a
quarterfinal clash. Both
teams were locked in a 3-3
draw in regulation time.
Cyril Lagun scored a hat-
trick for Manipur. For Pun-
jab, Ravneet Singh and
Maninder Singh were the
goal scorers.

topotential Ozopener McSweeny

Australiabatter Usman Khawaja givesadvice to potentialopening partner Nathan McSweeny

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

ustralia’s veteran
Testopener Usman
Khawaja has advised
athan McSweeny,
the potential second opener
for the five-Test series against
India, that there are no guar-
antees in cricket and he
mustn’tlook to do anything
differently than he has at
the domestic level.
“There’re no guarantees
in cricket...but he doesn't
have to do anything different.
Justrepeat the process. He's
been able to handle the pres-
sure at Shield level. When
you look at his demeanour,
the way he plays, you do
kind of feel over a longer
period of time he'll be able
to handle the scrutiny, the
pressure of Test
cricket,”Khawaja said.
McSweeny is among the
first time entrants in Aus-
tralia’s Test squad for the
upcoming Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, starting in Perth on
22 November, and islooked
as a potential replacement
totheretired David Warner.
Having featured in 34 first-
class games, McSweeney has
2252 runs to his name at an
average of 34.16. His pro-
motion to the senior team
comes on the back of an
impressive couple of outings
in the Sheffield Shield, and
a match-winning knock

against India-A in the first
of two Tests.

Khawaja also laughed off
the subject of McSweeney’s
strikerate (41.92) beinglower
than hisin Tests (48.3), giving
the newcomer a glowing
review.

“I'don’t know where this
myth started that you need
someone to score really fast
to do well. You've got five
days to do it. I don’t know
why you need to score fast.
Opening's as much about
scoring runs as it is about
being able to absorb. Davey
was special, he could score
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runs while absorbingbuthe
didn'tdoit (score fast) every
time. He was consistent, out
there and setting a platform,
and Nathan does that very
well,” the opener said.

On his part, McSweeney
is trying to be as prepared
as possible for his potential
Test debut and has already
started watching clips of
India's quicksin an attempt
to be ready for a likely new-
ball barrage from Jasprit
Bumrah and Co at the Optus
Stadium in Perth.

“I'll definitely dive a lot
deeper into it when I get to

BGT:TeamIndia startpractice sessionahead of Perth Test

AGENCIES
PERTH, 13 NOVEMBER

Team India stars started their
practice session at Perth
ahead of the highly-antici-
pated first Test against Aus-
tralia at the Optus Stadium.

The first Test of the high-
ly-anticipated Border-
Gavaskar Trophy will be
played at Perth's Optus Sta-
dium from 22 November.
The series is extremely crucial
for both sides' ICC World
Test Championship final
chances. While the Aussies
will be aiming to get a good
start in their bid to prevent
a hat-trick of series losses to
India at home, the visitors
would also be charged up
after ahumiliating whitewash
series loss to New Zealand
at home in the three-match
Test series, their first Test
serieslossin home conditions
in 12 years.

Pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah, middle-order batter
KL Rahul, star batter Virat
Kohli, all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja, fast bowler
Mohammed Siraj, wicket-
keeper-batter Rishabh Pant
and young opener Yashasvi

Jaiswal were among the play-

ers who turned up for the
session. India is practicing
atthe Western Australia Crick-
et Association (WACA) ground.

The iconic venue is under-

goingredevelopment and is
expected to be completed

before next season.

OnTuesday, experienced
stars like Virat, Bumrah, Jadeja
and Ashwin were not present

while players like Pant, KL

and Jaiswal toiled hard in

the nets, having hour-long

sessions. The batters tried

to get used to the fast and
bouncy conditions common

in Australia and several local

¥

Perth club bowlers were
selected to unleash their
bowling to Indian stars. Back-
of-a-length balls were encour-
aged while bouncers were
rare. Jaiswal was batting with
the same attackingavatar he
has displayed in his Test
career so far, with one of his
bighits clearing the nets and
sailing into the Braithwaite
Street. Pant looked fluent
while batting but got hit on
his body.

By Wednesday, Viratalso
came for practice along with
other main stars like Jadeja,
Ashwin and Bumrah. The
36-year-old looked extremely

sharp and focused against
pace bowlingwhich he faced
for more than an hour. He
spent time in each of four
nets. Virat was tested by back-
of-the-length and full-length
deliveries.

With a 3-0 series whitewash
against New Zealand at home,
India needs to win the series
by 4-0 to punch their ticket
to feature in London for the
WTC final for the third suc-
cessive time directly.

After the conclusion series
opener in Perth, the second
Test, featuring the day-night
format, will take place under
lights at Adelaide Oval on 6
to 10 December. Fans will
then turn their attention to
The Gabba in Brisbane for
the third Test on 14 to 18
December.

The traditional Boxing
DayTest, scheduled from 26
to 30 December at Mel-
bourne's iconic Melbourne
Cricket Ground, will mark
the series' penultimate stage.

The fifth and final Test
will be held at the Sydney
Cricket Ground from 3 to 7
January, promising an exciting
climax to a highly anticipated
series.
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Perth, butI can'thelp myself.
I've looked at a few clips of
what they're bowling attack
stacksuplike.'mjust trying
to visualise how I'm going
to go about it. Facing a new
bowler can be a slight chal-
lenge to just pick up their
action,” the youngster told
Australian radio station SEN.

“I've got a whole week
before I head off to Perth so
Ican getmentally ready and
I guessitstarts nowin prepa-
ration to hopefully start really
well. But there’s probably
not (much you can do to
replicate how Bumrah

bowls).”

“Obviously he's got a
unique action, he's one of
the bestbowlers in the world,
so it's going to be hard to
mimic that, that's for sure.
I'm just looking forward to
all of that and I can't wait,”
he added.

It'sbeen along time com-
ing for McSweeney, who
scored plenty of runs for
Australia at the ICC Under-
19 World Cup in New Zealand
2018 and has been knocking
the door down in recent
years while waiting for an
opportunity at the highest
level. That chance looks set
to come against India in
Perth and McSweeney
believes he is ready to take
the opportunity with both
hands.

“In the last month orso I
really feel like I'm batting
the best I ever have. I think
I'm the best I've ever been
prepared to take this oppor-
tunity, so hopefullyI can do
that. No doubt there's plenty
oflearning and experiences
that I haven't experienced
yetand I'm looking forward
tolearningall about the chal-
lenges of Test cricket and
challenging my game against
the very best,” he said.

“There’s plenty oflearning
to go and plenty ofimprove-
ment I hope, butIdefinitely
feel like this is the best I've
played and I'mready for the
challenge,” he expressed.

World No.1Magnus Carlsen
inactionat Tata Steel Chess

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 13 NOVEMBER

Former world champion
Magnus Carlsen took on
Indian chess prodigy grand-
master R. Pragganandhaa
on the opening day of the
Tata Steel Chess India Rapid
and Blitz Open tournament
atthe Dhono Dhanyo Audi-
torium in Kolkata on
Wednesday.

Elite Grandmasters are
inthe frayatthisyear's tour-
nament which started on

Wednesday and will conclude
on 17 December.

Maxime Vachier Lagrave
emerged triumphantin the
Rapid while Alexander
Grishchuk won the Blitz in
the Open categorylastyear.
Among the women, Divya
Deshmukh had won the
Rapid while Ju Wenjun had
clinched the Blitz.

Magnus participated in
the tournamentin 2019, and
had won both the titles. This
year he will be challenged
by top ranked players.

Want to be partotateam that hasa good environment: KL Rahul ahead of IPL auction

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Stressing on theimportance
of playing with “freedom”
ina “good environment”, KL
Rahul said he was looking
forward to starting afresh as
he enters the mega Indian
Premier League auction after
beingreleased by the Lucknow
Super Giants, following their
forgettable seventh-place
finish in IPL 2024.

Rahul, who led LSG into
the playoffs in their first two
seasons, in 2022 and 2023,
but failed to continue the
momentum in thelast season,
even though he finished as
their highest run-getter with
520 runs at a strike rate of
136.12.

Speculations around
Rahul’s future at the franchise
rose ever since visuals surfaced
ofan animated chatbetween
him and team owner Sanjeev
Goenka following LSG’s defeat
to Sunrisers Hyderabad
towards the end of theleague

l I

phase of IPL 2024.

Rahul acknowledged the
pressure of putting consistent
performances throughout
the season, but maintained
thatitwasimportant to have
a calm dressing room irre-
spective of the team’s eventual
outcome, and thus he was

looking forward to being a
partofamore balanced setup.

“Ijustfeltlike Iwanted to
start fresh, lwanted to explore
my options and I wanted to
go and play where I could
find some freedom and the
team atmosphere would be
something much more bal-

|

anced,” Rahul said.

“The pressure is already
there in the IPL, it's so high.
You see teams like Gujarat
[Titans] and CSK [Chennai
Super Kings] and all of these
teams, and you see when
they win or lose, they seem
really balanced and the dress-

ingroomisreally calm. That's
something that's very impor-
tant for me as a player. I feel
like if that happens, it gives
all the players the best chance
to perform. We tried that at
LSG with Andy Flower [head
coach] and GG [Gautam
Gambhir, mentor] first and
then lastyear with [newhead
coach, Justin] Langer, we
tried to create that in the
change room. I think it was
abrilliantatmosphere in the
change room. I think some-
times you just need to move
away and find something
good for yourself,” the elegant
right-hander told Star Sports.

Asked tolookback onIPL
2024, Rahul suggested that
external pressure may have
contributed to their drop in
results. After starting with a
loss to Rajasthan Royals, they
won three matches on the
bounce before stuttering
mid-season.

“There's always ups and
downs. You need to be able
to hold your nerves and be

able to keep up and you need
to be able to keep putting
up good performances after
good performances. All the
travel, all the drama outside,
the pressure - all of itis there
everyyear. But somehow this
season, it felt like there was
a lot more and somehow I
think that affected the team
and we couldn't put in per-
formances when it really
mattered,” he said.

The Karnataka batter felt
IPL captaincy wasn’t the
most important thing for
him, whilerevealinghislove
for his home franchise —
Royal Challengers Bengaluru.

“I'would never go and ask
someone for it. If you feel
that my leadership skills are
good enough, and you find
something good in the way
I play my cricket and in the
way [ handle myself, the way
that I handle the team that
I've captained in thelast four
to five years, and if you find
itworthy, then of course I'm
happy to do it,” he said.
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He'saprickly character: Ponting
responds to Gambhir’s outburst

AGENCIES
MELBOURNE, 13 NOVEMBER

Legendary Australian cricketer
Ricky Ponting called Indian
head coach Gautam Gambhir
a "prickly character" afterhe
delivered a jibe at him for
voicing concerns over the
form of star batter Virat Kohli.
Asthefirst Test of the Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy (BGT)
at Perth's Optus Stadium
comes close, the war of words
between cricketing person-
alities from both the sides
has only got intense.
During a recent episode
of the ICC Review, Ponting
had raised concerns over
Virat's Test form over the
lastfew years, having scored
justtwo Test centuries since
2020. He had said, "I saw a
stat the other day about Virat,
it said he has only scored
two (three) Testhundredsin
the last five years. That did
not seem right to me, but if
that is right, then that is, I
mean, that is a concern."
"There would notbe any-
one else probably even playing
international cricket as a top-
order batsman that has only
scored two Test match hun-
dredsinfiveyears," headded.
In the same episode, he
had also backed Virat to deliv-
er, saying that the star has a
fine record in Australia and
one "should not question the
greats of the game".
Responding to Ponting's
words during the pre-depar-
ture press conference, Gamb-
hirhadlashed outat Ponting
saying that skipper Rohit
Sharma and Virat are still
passionate about their cricket
and the Australian should
worry about his team instead.
"Not at all (if concerned
about Rohit and Virat's
form)...Ponting should think
aboutAustralian cricket, what
concerns he has for Indian
cricket? Virat and Rohit are
incredibly tough men. They've
achieved a lot for Indian
cricketand theywill continue

to achieve a lot," Gambhir
said in the press conference
on Monday.

"They still work really
hard. They are still passionate.
They still want to achieve a
lot more and that is something
whichisveryimportant. The
hungerin thatdressingroom
is incredibly important for
me and for the entire group
of people aswellin that dress-
ing room. I feel there is a lot
of hunger, especially after
what has happened in the
last series (a whitewash loss
by 0-3 to New Zealand at
home)," he further added.

Nowresponding to Gamb-
hir's statement, Ponting said
at Channel 7 as quoted by
Wisden that it was not a dig
at Virat at all and in fact the
star batter himself would be
concerned about his lack of
centuries in Tests over the
years. He also said that he is
not surprised at the hitback
received from a "prickly"
Gambhir.

"I said I would be con-
cerned, butI thinkif you ask
Virat, I am sure Virat would
be alittle bit concerned that
hehasnotbeen able to make
the same amount ofhundreds
as he has in previous years,"
said Ponting as quoted by
Wisden to Channel 7.

"In no way was it a dig at
him. I actually followed it up
by saying he has played well
in Australia and he will be
keen to bounce back over
here. So, it is amazing how
little things can get cut up,
but he is a class player and
hehas played well in Australia
in the past."

"I was surprised to read
thereaction butknowing the
coach, Gautam Gambdhir ...
heis quite a prickly character,
so [ am not surprised it was
him who said something
back," he concluded.

This year in 19 matches
acrossinternational formats,
Virathasjustscored 488 runs
at a shockingly low average
of 20.33.

Women’s U19 Asia Cup: India
grouped with Pakistan, Nepal

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 13 NOVEMBER

Indiahave been placed with
Pakistan and Nepal in Group
A of the inaugural Women’s
U19 Asia Cup, to be played
in the 20-over format at the
Bayuemas Cricket Oval in
Malaysia from 15-22 Decem-
ber. Group B comprises hosts
Malaysia, Bangladesh and
SriLanka. The Women’s U19
Asia Cup will serve as a key
preparatory tournament for
all Asian teams before the
20251ICCWomen’s U19 T20
World Cup, to be hosted by
Malaysia from 18 January to
2 February.

India are the reigning
champions of the Under-19
Women's T20 World Cup,
after winning the inaugural
edition in 2023 in South
Africa. Theywill play its first
match of the Women’s U19
Asia Cup against Pakistan
on 15 December at 2 pm

local time, followed by facing
Nepal on 17 December.

The top two teams from
both groups will enter the
Super Four stage, with match-
es to take placeon 19 and 20
December. The top two teams
from the Super Four stage
will reach the final on 22
December to determine the
first-ever champions of the
Women’s U19 Asia Cup.

The decision to launch
the Women’s U19 Asia Cup
was taken by the Asian Cricket
Council (ACC) during its
Executive Board Meeting
held in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, on 11 September.
Itsaid their vision of launching
the tournament will give
emerging female cricketers
in Asia the opportunity to
compete on an international
platform and help them get
crucial experience and readi-
ness to ultimately help Asian
teams performbetter on the
world stage.
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