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MIDDLE EAST WAR

1l dead in
new Israeli

onslaught
in [.ebanon

[irst daytime raids hit south Beirut

Najla Houssorl Heinat

Isracli alrstrikes pounded
Belrut's sonthern suburbs
on Tuesday in the heaviest
daytime attacks on the
Hezbollah stronghold in

50 days of hghting.

Casyalties were  lmlted  because
et civilians had abeady left awd
L few whio rernaimed hesesoked Tsraeli
evacuation warmings, but there was
wikhespread destraction of residen-
tal buildings and commencal
mrdical amd edhucational centers
smoke billowed over the city as
about adorensirikes hit thesouthern
siabiarhs from mbd-morning. Video
footage showed two mdssiles demod-
hing a M=slory buikling, sending
up clowds of debris. The Isracli
military sxid it had strack Hezbollah

cormand  cenders  and  weapons
proslucson siles.,
Elsewhere, an Israch sinke

kitled five people in the Lebanese

village of Baalchmay southeast of

Beirut, five were killed in a strike
on the town of Tefahta in the
sorth, amd another was killed ina
sirtke in Hermel in the northeast,
Israeli  army  spokesperson
Avichay Adraece issued evacua-
tion warnings for towmns in the
southerm region along the Litani
River, which local mayors sid
were B0 percent uninhabited.
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- SAUDI PAVILION

Militaury products are hugh-
lighted at the Sawdi pavilion at
the China International Aviation

anid Aerospace Exhibition. P4

~ RED SEA ATTACK

A suspected attack by the
Houthis saw mnliigle hlasts
sirike mear a vessel traveling
through the Red Sea with no
damage reported. P8

~"HOUSING DEMAND

Saudi Arabia will need to badld
LS 000 lvomes anmually over
the next six years to address the
demands of its population. P12

In noethem Israel, resiclents were
forced to take shelter from attack
dromes bunched by Hezbodlah in
Lebanon Two peaple were kalled in
the clry of Mahariva when a residen-
tkal bullling was hit, anc another
missile struck the vand of a kinder-
garten in a Haifa suburb, where the
chifdren had been rushed nto a
shelter. No one was hurt,

Israell attacks have killed ad
least 32687 people in Lebanon
since the Gaza war began last
October, most of them In the

NUMBER

3,243

peop Iu including 201 children

hau'a bean I-:lllm:l in larmal'a
Lebanon offensive,
past  seven  weeks, Hezballah

attacks have killsd aboui 300
chalians and soddiers in northem
Israel, the Israch-occupied Godan
Heights, and southermn Lebanon.

Isracls new Defense Mindster
Tsrael Ratz saled there wonld be no
ceaselire in Lebamnon until Israc
acheved s poals of disarming
Hezbollah and forcing it beyond
the Litani Hiver,
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Bmoke rises from the site of an lsraedl airstrike that targeted the scuthern Loebanese village of Mahmoudiyeh. & |
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COFP29 IN BAKU
Ringdom
indrive
fo curb

carbon
emissions

Manal Al-Barakat] Ealo

A Saudi agency launched a new
carbon exchange platform al the
COFS. climate change confer-
ence i Baku on Twesday xmed a
curbing greenhouse gas emissions

The platform enables organi-
ations and imdividuals to offsc
their emissions by funding
projects that reduce or capiure
carbon, such as reforestation or
rencwabde enerey.

Yoluntary carbon markets were
cllmate
finanoe al underserved commuo-
nities, sadd Riham El-Gixy, chief
executive of the Kegional Volun-
fary Carbon Market Co., which
Lauinched the platform,

“Conventional hnance alten lails
to reach rural arcas in Alnca and
Sauch Arabia” she todd Arab News
“The voduntary carbon markel fills
this gap, channeling resources
where they are most needed.”

Nearly N nations  have
gathered af the annual TN climate
summil, locused this vear on
funding a global transition to
cleaner energy sources. UK Secre
tary-General Antonio  Guterres
fobd  world leaders time was
running oul o limit a destructive
rise in global temperatunes.

“Um climate Anance, the world
must pay up, or humandty will
pay the price,” Guterres said. "The
sound you hear is the ticking
clock. We are in the final count-
e to limit global temperaiure
rise o 1.5 deprees Celsius and time
i5 nof on our side.”

eswenitial  fn targeting
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NEOM board of directors announces leadership change

Aiman Al-Mudaifer takes over at helm of company after departure of Nadhmi Al-Nasr

Arnb Mews Hiyadh

The NEOM board of direc-
tors on Tuesday announced
the appointment of Alman
Al-Mudatfer ax acting chiel
executive, following Nadhmi
Al-Nasr's departure.

"As NEOM enters a new phasc
of delivery, this new leadership
will ensure operational conti-
iy, agihity and efficiency 1o
match the overall vision and
ohjectives of the project” the

| company saicl,

"Al-Mudaifer takes the helm
of the organization with the
support of a sirong leadership
team across NEOM's regions,
sectors and departments.”

Head of the Public Invesi-
ment Fund's local real estate
division since 20018, Al-Mudaifer
had a deep and strategic under-
standing of NEOM and its
propects, the company sald,

In his role al PIF, he oversaw

all lecal real estate investmenits
andl infFastrectiore projects.

He 1% also a board member of

several prominent companics

‘Head of the Public in the Kingdom.

Investment Fund's kocal “NEOM i5 a fandeoentsl
real estate division pillar of Saudi Vision 2030
simece 20008, b iE R, and progress continues
AlEMuclaifer has X aon  all operations as
adeepand Bt R lanned, as we deliver

siraiegic un- the next phase of
derstandinge & our vast porifolio of
ol NEOM and N projects  including
iis projects.” ._21. The Line, Oxagon,

et TTopema,  Magma

Bt:. and the Islands
1 al NEOM ™ the
i company

sdicl. “Through these projects.
NEOM seeks to achieve harmony
between lvability, business and
nature, and to creste a better
future for current and future

EEReralions.”
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At Citvscape Glohal 2024, we witnessed the
sigming of agreements and partnerships
worth over SEISO billion (548 hillion),
reflecting the Kingdom's ambition to lead the
real estate sector on a global scale.

Mojed Al-Hogall

ool méneher of mumcipal mnd rursd adtelrs myd oeang
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Dririyah
Cozy Nights

Helax at Smar, a destination
that blends enfertainment and
recreational facilities in an open
environment. Until Nov, 30,
More detalls om rivadh plat-

frviom s et

AlUla
Incense Road

Embark on a captivating
two-hour jowrmey through
AlUTE's Olldd Towm, where vou
can immers: yoursell in focal
soenes from the past and cre-
ate your own incense blends.
Linitil April 5. Book through
experiencealula.com.

Riymdh
Concert

Exjoy the “Dream Night Light™
concert featuring Skinny in a
dazeling setting ilhaminated b
vibrant Hghts. Held on Nov, 15

at Saudh Media City. Visit rivadh.

platinumlisi.net for tickets.

Glant swing

This experience in AlULa offers
thrill seekers the chance to
swing 85 meters above the
ground ina TO-meter anc,

Visit exprriencealula.com for
booking.

[ heRegister
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tion Council states in Abu Dhaki on
Tuesday.

secretary-Generil of the Gulf Co-
operation Council Jasem Al-Budaiwi
emphasized the prominent regional
and] Interniational standing of the GCC
aCross politcal, economic, comm-
mercial, and information technology

audi Shoura Council Speaker
Sheikh Abdullah bin Moham-
micd bin [hranhim Al-Sheikh
headed the Kingdom's delega-
thiomn at the 18th periodic meeting of
the Speeakers of the Shoura Councils,
Houses ol Representatives, amnd Na-
tional Assemblies of the Gulf Coopera-

MARK THE DAY

levels, the council said in a report.

The Kingdom's delegation
included Secretary-General of the
Shoura Council Mohammed Dakhil
Al-Mutirt and members of the Shoura
Councll Fadel hin Samd Al-Buainain
ancl Dr. Arwa bint Obaid Al-Hashid,
among others.

l i ; Il J'III :mTl'Endiﬂg Toclays frof foprics expdained by Afshan Aziz

'"THE FINAL RECKONING

Tom Cruise
ﬁ The titke Tor " Mission:

THE RIGHT DIRECTION’
Britney
Spears

“The Final Reckoning™

Previously planned as the second
part of “Dead Reckomng” (20023, the
pelease date has been et for May 23,

2025 The film had reportedly been

Impossible 8% has been
q officially unvriled, with the
upcoming film to be called

rale, dis|playing his signatire death-
defving stunis, scuba diving, exploring
A wrecked submarine, skvdiving, and
runmning into peril.

Angela Basseni reprises her role
as CIA Director Erika Skoane, frst
intraduced in " Mission: Impossible —
Falloui ™

My cast members mcludes Hannah

SiX.

T'he mother and son have reportedly
been spending quality time together, re-
connecting after Javden moved to Hawatl | this”
with his brother Sean Preston and their
father, Revin Federline, in 2023,

A souree confirmed that Jayden §s hack
in Callfornia, where his mother lives,
after living in Hawail. Althoogh it is
unclear whether Jayden is staving with
Spears at her 7.4 million mansion in
Thousand Oaks, his alder brother, Pres-
towa, 19, §8 belbeved to still Hve bn Flawaik,

“Britney is thrilled to have her bhaby L L s
back” the second source said. “Every: redurns
thing is moving in the right direction™ Lo Ll

Arab Mews J=ddoh

Britney Spears has reunited
with her 1B-vear-old somn,
Javden James Federline, after
a pertod of estrangement,
according to exclusive reports lrom Page

delaved severnl times as a result of the
pandemic and the Screen Actors Guild

Radio Artlsts’ strike.
American actor Tom Crulse revealed
the title, relcase date, amnd shared
a poster, captioming it with,
“"Every choice has led to

[n a follow-up post with
the trailer, the actor wrode,
“Uar lives are the saom of
o clyobees”

The action-packed traiker
givies fans a thrilling pre-
view of the stakes for
Ethan Hunt's fi-

fal mkssion.

in Abu IPhahi. Maore details a
e nssourfesiival ae

American Federation of Television and

details, visit lebtivity.com.,

Waddingham, Janet McTeer, Nick Cffer-
man and Holt McCallany, among others.
Christopher MocQuarrie returns as

director and co-writer, continuing
his collaboration with Cruise, having
previously guided “Misson
Impossible” flms *Rogue Na-
thon,” “Fallout,” and “Dead
Reckoning”

MoQuarme co-wiole Lhe
geript with Bruce Geller
atvid Erik Jendresen, Crukse

ancd MoQuuarrie are listed as
producers, with several others
i executive producer roles.
The tratler leaves fans
wiaTudering: Will
“The Final Reck-
cmgE” mark the
end of Ethan
Hunt's sagza®

Todgys
Number

$7 [bn

Since is inoeption im 205, Sand
abl agency KSrellef has imple-
mented 3106 prajects worth more
than 57.1 billion in 105 countres,
in cooperation with 454 kocal, re-
gional and international partwers.

Review
Chi Spacca

WAAD HLISSAIM

Chi Spacca at VIA Riyadh s a
haven for grill ||:|'.|'-EIrE|:.-|:ul-u|:|-|1.‘tir'|E
bold flavors and the nrl_urgrillh'lg.
The restaurant brings a taste of
Haly's nestic side with dishes that
are hearty and satisfying.

The beef sliders are &

standout, featuring oheddar,
spicy mayo and pickles. The

veal meatbal spiedini, seasoned
peneroush and served with garic
bread, highlights Radian flavers
that deliver a rich, comforting
taste.

For those who anjoy a bit of
spice, the hanssa-mannated
chicken is a must-try. The dish
basrsts with flavor thanks to
the aromatic graen harissa
saasoning.

Chi Spacca’s desgert offerngs
also impress, with options like
lemon tartlets topped with fresh
bBesrrias and min apple tarts
drizzied in caramel, providing
a balance of tangy and sweeot
flavors. The drinks rmenu offers
refreshing cholces ke the ciecl —
a blend of frash berrias, passion
fruit, apple juice and lemon — and
the sakura, which combings rose
cordial, lemon juice and soda fora
light, florad fimdsh,

Tha atmospheare at Chi Spacca
s warm and energetic, enhanced
by llve music from a four-piece
band, making it an ideal spot for
a lively :-..'I:lning oart,

Howenver, parking at VIA Riyadh
is not frea, which may be & minor
inconvenlence for some guests.
Still, Chi Spacea’s robust flavors
and the vibrant ambiance make
it worth the visit, cspecially for

those who appreciate sapertly
grilled deshaa.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

1ieRegion

® Theshow "Mansour, The ® The Traditional Handicrafis . Py Bawias D ARy Mimghests e
Ilve Misbelbe Fast Rownelup Festival,” which is the first live  ® Bourj Hammoud isa Festival is back with a celebra Madchah 19 8490 1208 217 B0 710

event featuring the award- walking tour with food in tion of Emirati culture and

winning Emirati cartoon char-  Belrut's Little Armenda. It is an skills. Visitors can enjoy making Madinah Big &3  x0B5 14 B38 706

.|.|.:[-|'.J'_-||fl':l'i-|':-: fun lor the swhale IF!IiJII:l'|I;I.!I.||'_I.' to lesrn abauit the fradlitional erafis at the |'E'|'||1. Riyadh 445 &8 30 AR £ P

[amily. There are workshops distncl, where Armemans have wihich lakes place until Nov, 16

on drome tech, arts, craflts and worked hard to preserve their at Souq Al-Qattara m Al-Ain, Abh:a 4:5% B8:15 THZ5 308 B34 04

r-:_:lmtrll:unl.l:llug. Eftll:l fl!'l:I-ET.I Now, -:'ust.c-m:s. and I:I1adltlu_m. UAE. More details on abudhabd i, 498 EET o e AET 8.5

15 ta 17 al Zaved Sports City Unital May 14, 2025, For more cullire, ae,



Challenging the status quo on the
Temple Mount is a dangerous,
unnecessary, and irresponsible act.

Yoay Gollnnt

o
taramm w Termmar Ol s ikl

Jaonnthan Gormadl | noon

As leared, they came
in their thousands,
swarming into the Al-Agsa

compound in Jerusalem
al the helght of the week-
long Jewish harvest
lestival of Sukkot.

Oy Ot 20, more Isracll settlers
cccupied the Al-Agsa compoundd
in Jerusalem. Over the next two
elavs, thousands more followel

Inside, protected by police
who prevented Muslims from
entering, they performed Jewish
religious rimals in defiance o
1l |-::-||',.'..=-.I:|1a|||=|-; sLiafis oplice al
the Haram Al-Shanf, known lo
Jews as the Temple Mount.

The forced entries over three
dave, the latest in a series of

provocative acts orchestrated
by far-nght Israeli MNational
Security Minister ltamar Hen

GVIF, Came a8 no SUrprise (o I
Amim, an Israell human nghts
organization.

On the eve of the Jewish High
Holiday season, Ir Amim (City
of Natlons™ in Hebrew) |smed a
repsort revealing that 2024 was
already “a record vear in terms of
the scope and severity of Israel’s
viclations ol the status quo on
thie Mount.™

I warned that the situation
“i= particularly dangerous given
that undermining the status quo
on Lhe Haram Al-Shartl) Temple
Mount i= lable to escalate into

another front  of
vicdlenee™ Anil
added that  the
[sraed) FOveET-
ment's “distorted

priorites regarding
the  managetnsent
of the war i Gazi
and the north are
reflected in
it conduct on the
[laram  Al-Shari/
Temple Mount”

In January 2023,
nine months before the Oct. 7
attack on [srael, Ben Gvir staged
ane al s caoniroversial visiis
to the site, iFnoring warnings
(o ather lsraell politiclans that
e Fisked |:-|'-':-l.'-e.-||.|||;._' vicslenee
and saying that he would not
“surrencher to the threats of
Hamas.”

Accopding to Hamas, It was
repeated provocatlons such as
thoss orchestrated by Ben Gyir
that b=d to the Oct. 7 attack,
which it codenamed *Operation
Al-Aqsa Flood”

Resolving the thorny status
of Jerusalem is viewed as an
important prevequisite 1o peace,
O Monday, Arab and Muslim
lesicders conclikded a landmark
summit in Rivadh with a unified
diemand for Israc] to withdraw
from all occupled Palestinian
[eTTilories,

The summil’s closing state-
ment stressedd that East
Jerusalem is the “cternal capital
of  Palestine,” amd  regected

alsn
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Dangerous political games

An NGO report calls 2024 "a record vear in terms of the scope and severity of [sraeli violations' of Haram Al-Sharif

Ben Gyir, lsrasl's natlonal sscurity minister, maln, has insisted Jows should be allowed to pray at the skte, resulting in confrantaticns, below. AP

any lsracli decisions aimed ai
“Judaizing™ it, considering such
s res “ruell, vesicl and Ll egiti-
mate under international law.”
The i oS
sl they considered “Al-Guds
Al-Shartl a red lime lor the
Aralkr amd Eslamie  mnations”
and reaffirmed their “absolute
splidarity in protecting the Arab
and Ishamic dentity of occupbed
East Al-Guds and m defending
the sanctity of the holy Islamic

beaders of 57

and Christian sites therein”

For Muslims, the
compound s e thired-hodesd
gile in Islam. As the Temple
Mount, it also hobds great signifi-
cance Jor Jews, whios beslbeve |
wis the sile of both the First
Temple, destroved by Babylon's
hing Nebuchadnezzar 11 in 587
RO, and the Second Temple,
Bult in thee frsd century BC. and
diestroyed by the Romans i A.LL
T

FIERLTNL IS

For Musiims,
Haram Al-Bhaorr
loft, is the third-
holiest site in
1siam, while for
Jews the Termple
Mount wis the
alte af tha Firset
and Second
Temples, 4FF

For decades, a delicate status
gquir has preserved the balance
el inderests al the site, whilch
has been a wagl — an Islamic
religlons emndowment — since
the L2h century. Since 1948, the
sile has been managed by the
Jordanian-appointed  Jerusalem
Islamic Wagfl and Al-Agsa
Masque Affairs Councll, known
simply as the Waggl,

By  imtermational agreement,
the Wagf has retained respon
sihility for the site ever since,
although since the occupation
of the Old City of Jerusalem
by Israel after the Six Day War
in 1867, have
capirlled aceess (o i,

The compound has abvays
been open for Jews to wisil
during specified hours, but they
are nof allowed to pray there ar
dizplay religiows symbsols,

Iromically, sad Daniel Seiche-
mann, an [sracli lawyver and
founder of nongovernmental
areanization Terrestrial
Jerusalem, i was Isracl Prime
Minister Henjamin Netamyahu
W defined  this
l.LIIl::|I'I"-||iIIII|I1:|!_.'_ in 2005 when
he =apl: "Muslims pray al the
Temple Mount; non-Muskims
visit the Temple Mount™

Seidemann  added:
2007, MNetanyahu
maintaimed the status gquo. Bul
since then, he has incremen-
tally allowed Jewish prayer,
while disingenuwously asserting

Isracl forces

“hest COE

“TIntil
ressarabdy

that Israel s commitied o
maintaining the status gua,

“*Thal was. aml 15, 3 "

In the past, said Sekdemann,
“many hundreds of Israelis,
many Jewish, visited | the
maosquees daily without incident.
They came as puests and were
freated as suests.

“But todav's visliors are besi
|:|'||T|'-:|‘r|I-|'-:EI iy Ben Gvir, He
visits as Lhe proprietor and treats

e Jows other nen-Muslims
may visit Al-Agsa compound
im East Jerusalem, but sy
not pray there or display
raligious symbols.

# In recent years, the
restrictions have been

imcreasingly flouted by
hardiine religious nationalists,

prompting violent reactions.

the Muslims as his tenants,

“Jewish visits to the Mound
no longer have anvthing (o do
with plety, and evervihing o do
with ultra-nationali=t relhigous
triumphalism.”

He added: "Commencing with
the new Netanvahu govern-
ment, the vell has been ripped
away. The viclation of the status
cpucy is both so blatant and consis-
temt it cannot be denied.”

After a perodd of  calm

during Ramadan, said Ir Amim
rescarcher Aviv Tatarsky.,
“Isracl again mposcd harsh
restrictions on Muslim entry to
Al-Agsa, reverting to the unprec-
eclenpied measupes |1|||||-e"|1|1'|1l:'|l
after Ocl, T and the subsequent
cutbreak of the war”

Muslim worshippers under
the age of +0 “are consistently
cleribed access to the Mount by
the police, even during Muslim
praver times,

“The mosl sifbgent resbn
tiogs are imposed during Jewish
visits, which ultimaiely trans
lates into a ban on Muslim entry
while Jews comduct prayer
wnencumbered on the Mount ™

Thisexclusion of Musiims [rom
their place of worship during
Jewish visits, he said, "is nod
only a breach of Muslim worship
rights and the status quo, bt
also contributes to heightened
tensions in an already volatibe
climate”

Ir Amim has macle a number
o recommendations fior
maintaining the status gquo
These include allowing
upnresiricied Muslim  aecess
and, “il the police find it dlh-
cult to manage the simultancons
presence of Muslim  worship-
pers and Jewish visilors, the
eotry of Mushms should talke
precedence,” i says, adding:
“Muslim waorship rights trump
nan-Muslim vislting righis”

In adcdihion, it say's, [srael ms
prevent any Jewish praver or
worship activity on the Mount,
prohibit povernment ministers
from speaking agalnst the status
visiting the Mount,
and cancel the allocation of all
funds to the Jewish Temple
v mments

“Even alter vears of activity
by the Temple movements, only
a small minority of the Fewish
public vislts the Temple Mount,”
sald Talarsky, “The EOVErTimen|
15 ultimately promoting the inter-
ests of a fringe extreme Jewish
eroup, while severely harming
millions of Muslim
ancd Israels relatons with Arah
couniries, especially Jordan™ In
the past, Jewish extremists have
made no secrel of thelr wigh (o
destroy Lthe mosque and replace
it with a "Third Temple” This
ambition is enshrined in the
Amidah, the central prayer of the
Jewish Hiurgy, which inchudes
the entreaty "that the Temple be
rebuilt specdily in our days.”

cpuicy  amul

residents

In recent  years, extremisi
eroiips  have stepped up the
campadgn o see a  “Thard

Temple® buili on the site. Hen
Grvir has insisted Jews should
b allowed (o prav on the site,
a position depounced by some
I=srach politicians and rabhbis.

A threat made by Ben Gwvir in
August o build a synagogue at
the Al-Agsa
condemnation. A statement from
Netanyvahu's  office  reiterated
that “there (wasl no chanpe™ to
the existing palicy’

compound  drew
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Arab News Japon Temum receiving the Chief of Mission Award from Jun imanishd, conswl genaral of
Japan in Dubal an Monday, in the presence of Editar-in-Chief Falaal J, Avbas, PhotoSArah Nees SARRN

Arab News Japan honored with
Chief of Mission Awardin Dubai

Hana Foarah Ducal

The consul general of Japan in
b, Jun  Imanishl,  hosied
a Chiel of Mission Award
ceremony, during which Arab
MNews Japan was recognized for
its efforts in strengthening ties
between Jopan and the UAE,

The ceremony, held st the
comsils  restdence,  highlighted
Arah News Japan’ role in brldging
cultural amd business relation-
ships betwern the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council region and Japan.

Imanishl explained that the
Chibed of Misslon Awared is granted
to  inchvicsals  and  organiza-
tions that contnbufe to fostering
mutual  understanding and
[Mendship between Japan, the
LAE, and Darbai.

Others  honored  inchaded
Yamanote Altelier founder Sheikh

Suhail Al-Maktoum and freclance

jourmalist Amin Abbas.

The consnl general said his
matin :||‘]:,:|:|1|:||:|;; -|I:|_|n|.||r|1:|-:':|.' s
that it s all aboul peogple-io-
poople relations. "People need to
surppeort cach other”

spedking  specifically  about
Arab News Japan, the consul
general commended the

platform for its work: “If has
shown and brought the
closer to Japan in terms of mutual
understanding.”

Arabh News Editor-in-Chict
Faisal 1. Abbas expressed grati-
iude for the honor bestowed by
the consul generl, “Cur mission
is to bridge the gap between the
Midele East and the Far East”
Abbas =i

“In all our Intermational
editions, be it in our Japanese
edifior, i owr Pakistan edition, in

s L]

oatr French edition and hopefully
in our upooming editions, we
make sure it s nod merely transla-
fiory we ecke sapre thal we gl
part of the culture and look For
thit cultural aspect that brings us
it hier™ Abbas tald gpuests,

He sadd that while the region is
currently going through conflict,
it is important to remember Japan.
“Japan is Inspirational, becanse
we shoubd ot Forget that not a
long time ago, this country was
completely destroved after the
second World War, vet look where
it is today” he sabd. “IF 1 would like
i leave you with one ihoughit
its that the mght = darkest st
before the dawn, there s light al
e enel of the tunnaed,

"TI wee look at Japan, we showuld
e very inspired and hope to
rebuild our region to be like

FIFAS ABUEBEAUD

magine a team that is falling behind,
deadiines are missed, creativity ls low,
and averyons ssams unmotivated.
The leader is frustrated and assumeas

the team is not good enough

Then something changes. The leader
takes a different approach by focusing an
helping each person grow, By teaching,
Buiding and nurturing individual strengths,
the team starts to shine. Goals are not

onky met but excaaded.

What mads the difference? The key hare
is that the leader prioritized developing

people. This simple shift reveals

a powerful truth: when you imsest

in people, you create succass
that lasts, Developing peopbe
goes far beyond holding training
sessions, It = about helping
aach membeér grow in evary
way = learning new things,
improving thinking, and building
stronger relationships.

Great leaders taks the time
to understand each person’'s
URiqLe sl'n:ngths and areas
for improvement. They do not

stop there, they also provide the right tools,
clear pudance, and ancouragemant neaded
for prograss. This approach creates a team of
motivated, engaged and loyal individuals,
Whean paople feal supported, they take
ownarship of thair work, think creativaly, and
contribute in mmning‘Ful Ways EmF-nw::rInE;
people is an investment in long-term success,
transforming teams into communities marked

by trust and collaboration.

In taday's rapldly evolving workplace, artifickal
inl:-ulliger.n:u % r-uu‘-nlu‘l!i-:-ni:lng how leaders
can support and develop their teams. Al

1 heSpace

@@ Developing people is the
secret to lasting success

trains algorthms to recommend personalized
imtervantion based on an individual's job rols,
skilll paps, and carear aspirations, Thasa
platforms analyze user activity, identify areas

for improvement, and suggest relevant and

tailored learning paths.

Al-powered performance-managemeant
tools can help leaders track employes
progress, and provide insights that would
otherwise take years to uncover. For Instance,

these toals might flag consistant strangths,

&
When people feel

ke collaboration skills or attantion to detail,
(o | highlig'h'r arens where additional 'I'r.:||IninE or

support is needed,
Soma advanced Al platforms
go further by analyzing vast

Hup[:mrlfd. ﬂl{'} armounts of warkforecs data
ake ownership e e lerts
of their work, wiork patterns, contributions,
think creatively, and even leaming styles,
and contributein 4 platforms can identify
meaningful ways. employess who may have

Empowering people
is an investment in
long-Lerm Success.,

untappad potential In areas

beyond thair current rales,
I:nl.rusﬁng in people’s

development has a ripple

effect on organizations. Supported individuals
parform at thedr bast, take Initlative, approach
problems creatively, and push themsahes to
achieve higher results.

Davalopment also fosters loyalty. Employaes
witso sea that theair leaders care about thair
gr-:-wl!h areE mare Iil-:cl:lr b .-:l:.',r:lr with the
organization, reducing turmover and fostering
a strong, committed team
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Kingdom highlights
military growth
at Airshow China

Saudi Arabia’s defense industry aims to
foree global partnerships at Zhuhai event

Military products and
the achlevements of
both government bodles
and natlonal companies
are highlighted at

the Saudl pavilion at
this year's China
International Aviation

and Aerospace Exhibition.

Airshow China 2024, one of the
world's largest aviation expos,
startedd in Zhahai on Tuesday
and will run unill Nov, 17,

The Saudi pavilion features
military  products, particu-
larly in aviation, and turns the
spodhght on naticnal companies

that work i military industrics.
It also underscores eforis to
boost national manulfacturing
capabalities, amd localize over
S0 pereent of  government
spending on  military  equip-
ment and services by 20040,

The governor of the General
Authority for Military Indus-
trles, Ahmad Al-Ohali, said:
“This strategic paribcipation,
pccurrng lor the hrst Ome in
China, aims to cnhance the
Ringdoms global presence
inm  the military Industries
sector  and 1o solkdify s
position as one ol the lestest-
ETOWINE coonomies among the
320 nations.

Al-Crhali

ackcled; “Our

HIGHLIGH'T

The defean=e sector is
projectad to contribute $17
billion to the Saudi economy

by 2030, with a $8 billion
addition to nron-odl revenues,

participation also  seeks 1o

establizh frudiful Internaiional
partnerships 1o empower and
develop the military industries
sector, while also promoting
the Kingdoms message of
weltoming invesiors
around the Addition-
ally, 1t aims to highhght the key
ohjectives of Saudi Vision 20050
within the military sector”

(L RAE]]
o],

Islamic diplomacy

Pakistan PM visits
MWL, praises
solidarity efTorts

Pakistan's Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharil and his
delegation visited the Mueslim
World League headquarters
i Makkah. They were
recermved by De, Molamimed
bhin Abfuliarim Al-Iss:., the
leagues secretary -general and
chairman of the Organization
of Muoslim Schodars.

Sharifl commended the
MWL's cfforts to foster Muslim
golidarity, unite the voices of
Al usdim schalars, and convey
[he [re Fresecape of Tslim

Shanfl arrived in the Kingdom
to participate in the Arab
Islamic summit in Hivadh, held
on Momday. AN Jeddah

a e SR

Briefs

THE BEST QF THE REST

Al-Qafila in Makkah
Desertconvoy

event brings Saudi
traditions to life

An event in Makkah
showcasing the history of
long-distance desert traved
has been haibed by visitors for
highlighting an important part
of Arabian history

The Al-Qalila (Arabic Toa
“convoy ") event was held at
the Hira Cultural District, and
inclnded live performances
showeasing the area’s historical
depth and folk heritage. It
hizhliphted the use of convovs
thirougbout Sandl history. The
il of Traved was once crucial
for inter-country trmnsportation
and trade, offering safety and
protection from hazards and
harsh climates. SPA Maklkah

Vrp s

Rich biodiversity

Rare reptile
found in Northern
Bordersdesert

The Northern Borders reglon
15 distinguished by its diverse
ecosyvsiems due o s vast size
and unique gpeography, resulting
in rich biodiversity and
natural resources essential for
ecrnbagacal blamee, especially
amaong its vared wildhfe
Hecently, in Wadi Al
Hanthalia, south of Arar, a
rare lizard species known as
Savigny's agama { Trapclus
savigmil) was spotted.
Acrean Khalifa, a member
of the Aman Enviroimmental
society and a wildlife enthusiast,
za3d that this lizard s one of the
rare and Dmited species in the
rezion. SPA Riyadh

e Fallow frab News Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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The duo

Rashid Hassan Hihvocdh

Bollywood icon Eobby
Deod and Tamil cinema
veleran Suriva spent
time with Fans and
members of the press to
promote thelr new film
*Ranguva” in Rivadh.

They are among the latest
inlernational <tars to visll the
Ringdom’s capital and interact
with loscal fans of thelr work.

"Ranguva® is an eple fntasy
action hQim directed by Siva,
starming Suriva, Deol, and Disha
Fatani, which hits the Kinsdoms
theaters on Nov. 14,

Speaking (o Fans at an event in
Rivadh this week, Deol expressed
his appreciation for fans in Saudi
Arabia. "Today 1 am here with all
of voul, amndl s0 many of you. T am
happy to be here among you all. [
lowe your, Suriva loves vou, we all
lowve you for so much of vour love

ADVERTORIAL

HIGHLIGHT

Bobby Deol and Suriya are
ﬂ.I'I'II:III"IE
atars to visit the Kingdom's

capltal to promote thalr film.

the atest international

MOVIE MAGIC

Indian film icons Bobby Deol,
uriya hail Riyadh visit

and compassion,” he sawxd,
speaking about his Arst visil
i Hivadh, Deol added: "1 feel so
happy that our peaple live here
and are liked by the host country.
I am glad to see yvou all. It's vour
energy, its yvour love that gives

N Ew Wl 1 Bollywood icon

Bobby Deol and
Tormll chnarma
% U | veteran Suriya

: TEJG -

a1 an opvant in

AN photo

&£

Riyadh this weeak.

1'5

s sirength, and whatever we are
feeglay, 1U's because of your love

"o, lhank vou so much [or
having us here today”

suriva 18 in Kiyadh for the first
fime for the film’s promotion,

The sivile oon il Arab News:
“1 am happy to be among our
people Iving here and 1o see a
ot of transformation going on in
the Kingdom, including in the
cinema secior, thanks 1o Visiod
2000 — the ambitious plan Lo
fransform Samdi Arabia, diversify
i econdmy and open 1o the

_— workd,

| “It ams to creale an

S ambitious nation, a thriving

econormy, amd a  vibrand
sockely  that allows citizens
and residents o ackhieve
their dreams, hopes and
aspirations, [ am happy to
see the transformation.” the
actor added.

suriva and Deol also
gpake absout sharing the

are in the hingdoms capital to promote epic saga "hanguva, in theaters on Nov. 14

“Kanguva,” admiring
each other's roles and working
fognether.

Dienl said he is geared up for
the release of "Kanguva,” his firsi
mltilingwal work in both Tamil
and Hindl. He shared his admira-
tion for Suriyva, highlighting the
powerful presence  the actor
brings on the screen.

Over the past few
Suriva amd Deol have
promoting  “Kanguva®
India and abroad.

With Surdva In a double role
and Dol as a dangerows villain,
the film was made with a budzed
of over S35million and = one of
the meost anticipated Indian films
of the vear,

The hilm also features Patam
a5 4 character connected to both
a historical and conbemporiey
tmeline. Primarily known for her
plamorows roles, action-packed
sequences and songs, this role
portrayvs her ina fresh look

ST 1IN

wiep ks,
bheen
ACTOSS

Ria de Janeira

The Mrst  ravelllng  group
ex hibition il e (R E
CONLCIPOrry art Wik

inaugurated '1m1.'+_lr al  the
historie Pao Imperdal in Rio
de Janesiro, Tithed Art ol the
hingdom,  this  Randmark
exhibition  introdiwees the
public to the works of leading
contemporary  artists  from
Sawdi  Arabia, [oslerdng a
deeper global understanding
of the hingtlom’s evolving
landscape, Debating in Brazil,
the exhibition will move on a
aglobal tour starting 20025,
reaching e Mwarlienal
Museum of China in Beijing,

Titles] "Posetic Hluminations”,

Art of the Ringdom

the inaugural edition of this
exhibition in Brazil is curated

W Dina  Wechsler  anad
leatures 17 Saudi artists from
dillerent  gerweralions anud
artistic practices, showeasing a
diverse collection of artworks
ranging  lrom  paintings Lo
Lrislallntsons and video works.
Thee exhibition sheds hiehil on

Saucli Arabia s histonry,
ITHITHTY, Il crltural
lracdition, woven  artisbcally,

oltering andiences in Brazil
aml  bevoauwl  the  unigue
opportunity o engage with
Sauchi Arablas  cultural
arratives and art practices,

Art has the power to unite

|'H"-I'|-]1||Z' ol cultures, and Artof

the hingdoam exemifies this

R

mission,” satidl Mo
hhazindar, Advisor (o Saudi
Arabla’s Ministry of Culture,
"This cxhibition not  only
stands as a testament o the
incredible  talend of  Saodi
contemporary  artists, but it
also creates a platform Tor
saudl artists o share their
stores and perspectives with

the world., By lmching Ant of

he !iinl.f,:]r-mi im R e
Janwsiro, we aim o [oster
cross-cullural  dialosue
underganding  through  art,
while celebrating anil
nurturing  Saudi  artists’
creativity  amd  empowering
bl talents o engage with
Ehe worded™,

Explaining the concept of the

Manal Al Dowayan |
T Ara e Purposs
e dre fhe O oeads
LI A 2O

exhibition, curator [Hana
Wechsler stated “Is it possible
o apiproach a culture through
contemporary art. How do the
vistal  arls  contribute o
reconfiguring  the narmatives
we construct about  sockety,
meamory, the past, sl the
prosent These two gquestions
are the starting point ol the
e hibition™. “Thmugh a
curabed selection of artists and
works, the exhibdition seeks (o
explore these themes, uided
I the idea that the essence of
art, in concephal terms, s
poetic llumination its abiliny
to svmbaedically shed Hght on
the  world we  inhabidt,
revealing not only elements of
our past but also our dreams,

The First Travelling Exhibition of Saudi Contemporary
Art Opens at Paco Imperial in Rio de Janeiro

i
Sarah Brahim | 5o
Aot ar dw oy

Enginas, 2001

4 Sarah Abuabdailah and
Ghada Al Haszan | Hormanfa!

Chrersons, 202

longings, amd fantasies,” she
emplhasized.

Two main themes emerge
[Fm the exhibition’s
repertoire. The lirsl s the
desert as a delinition ol space,
[nfimiey, and e the secomd is
thee  simgularitv  of  cultural

traclition, and the cvolution of

4 unigue visil | cultore,
shaped by diverse pasts and
MOl s

Uhwe stunning setting of Paco
Impenal, a cultural landmark
in Koy dee Janeir, acbds to the
ety andl sigmificance of this
exhibition. a5 it creates an
artistle comversation betwes
the historical setup and the
COnEmpEorn wiirks (¥
display.

\s the Ringdom procesds on
an unprecedented joumey of
culturl transformation, Art of
Uhe himedom exhibdtion oflers
d ungue opporiumity Lo
explore the wavs in which
Saudi contemporary. an
contributes 1o shaping  new
ciliural narratives.

Participating  artisis .'I._rr[t:trl.
Yossri o Denvdban Ahmed
Mater Emyv hat  Mohamed
Alkhatib - Ayman Zedani
Shuslia Alem Nasser Al Salem
Manal Al Dowanvan Lina
Ciazzary Mohannad  Shono

Sarah Brahim Daniah Alsaleh
Falsal Samra  Filwa  Nazer
Soath Al Ahasd ALkundoodi
Sarah Abuabdallah Ghawda Al
Hissan,

aponsarsd
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AP Dubinl

A suspected attack by Yemen's
Houthi rebels =saw  multiple
explosions sirtke near a vessel
traveling through the Red Sea
on Tuesdav, though no damage
was immediately reported by the
ship, authorities said.

The attack comws as the rebels
continee: their monthslong assualt
targeting shipping through a

alerway that tvpécally sees 51
trllon in goeods pass throagh it a
vear oveT the Isracl-Hamas war in
the Gaza Sdrip and 1srael’s grownd

offensivie i Lebamon,

The Houthis have insisted
that the attacks will continue
a8 long as the wars go on, and
the assauliz alvesdy have halved
shipping through the regon

Meanwhile, a UN panel of
experis now allege that the
Houthis may be shaking down
somme shippers for about S8R0
million a month for safe passage
through the area.

A vessel in the southern
reaches of the Red Sea, about 150
km southwest of the rebel-held
port city of Hodeida, reported

TROUBLED WATERS

Suspected attack by Houthis sees blasts near ship in Red Sea

the attack, the Brlish malitary'’s
UK Marntime Trade Operations
center said, No one was wounded
onn bowrd in the blasts, and
the ship was continuing on s
Jourmey, the TTRMT O acldhed,

The Houthis dadn't  mmedi-
ately claim the attack. However, it
can take the rebels howrs or even
days belore they acknowledge
e o their assanlts,

The Houthis have targeted more
thann 50 merchant vessels with
missiles and drmones since the war
in CGeiga started in Cotober 20053,

They seieed one vessel and sank

HIGHLIGHT

The Houthis have targeted
mare than 80 mearchant
vessels with missiles and
drones since the war in Gaza
started in October 2023,

wo in the campalen, which also
killed four sailors. Other missiles
and drones have either been
intercepted by a US-led coalition
i1 the Red Sea or [iled (o reach
ther targets, which have included
Western military vessels as well

The rebels maintain that they
target ships linked to Israel, the
U'S or the UR to force an end to
lsraels campaign against Hamas
i Gz,

The Houthis have shod down
multipl: Amenican MGQ-9 Reaper
drones as well.,

Its unclear why the Howthis
attacks have dropped, though
they have launched mulbtiple
mudssiles tosvard [srae] as well,

On Ot 17, the U5 military
unleashed B-2 stealth bombers
o target underground bunkers
used by the rebels. US airstrikes

al=e have been fargeting Houthi
positions in recent days as well,

Meanwhile, a report by LN
experts from October says “the
Houihis
illegal fees from a few shipping
apencies o allow their ships to
sail through the Hed Sea and
the Gulf of Aden without being
attacked.”

It put the money gpenerated a
manth at around 3180 million,
though It stressed 5t hdn't heen
able o cormoborite the nfor-
mation provided by sources to
the panel.

allegedly  collected

ISHAELI

EACESSES

Children
among 14

Kkilled in

(Gaza strikes

No repeat ol Jerusalem incident
will be accepted, France says

AP Reuters Giara Fars

Two Isracli strikes In

Caza kKilled at least 14
people, Including two
children and a woman,
mnst in an Israeli-declared

humanitarian zone,
Falestinian officials sald.

COme strike late on Monday hit
A makeshift cafeteria used by
dispdaced people in Muwasi, the
center of the so-calked humani-
Lilrlan Eone.

Al beast 11 people  were
killed, including two children,
according to officials at Nasser
Hospital, where the casualties
were taken.

Video from the scene showed
men pulling Bloodied saoumded
from among Lables and chairs set
up m the sand in an enclosure
madhe of cormuzated metal sheets.

The strike came howrs after the
Isracli military announced an
expansion of the zone, where it
haas told Palestinians evacuating

[rom other parts of Gaza 1o Lake

refuge.

Hundreds of thoosands of
displaced Palestinians are
sheltering in  sprawling  tent

amps in and arouwnd Muowasi,
a largely desodate area of dunes
and agrcultural  bekds  with
Few [acilitles or services along

the Mediterranean coast  of
southernm Gara.
Another sirnke early on

Tuesday hit a house in the
urfan Nusetpal pelugee camp in
central Gaza, Killimg thiree peeoples
mcluding a woman, according
to  Al-Awda Hospital, which
received the casoalties. The
strthe also wounded 11 athers, &
sairl.

The Israeli military had no
immediate comment on efther

sirke

Meanwiiile, France's
foreapm munister  sald  abead
of summoning Isracl’s envoy
that a repeal of an  mcickent
in Jerusalem that saw armed
Israell security forces entering a
propeerty administered by France
pust never hapgsen again

Two French security officials
with diplomatic status  were
bricfly detained on Nov. 7 after
Jean-MNoel Harrot was due to visit
the compaound of The Church of
Lhe Pater Noster on the Mount of
CHlives.

The site, one of four adminis-
teredd by France in Jerusalem, 1=
under Pariss responsibility and
it o the first time that problems
have arisen over France’s historic
hualclimgs in the Haoly City.

“Il 15 an opporfunity for
France to referate that i€ wall
not tolerate sraclh armed forces
entering these areas, for which it
(Framce) 1s responsihle, for which
it ensures protection,” Barmof todd
France X4 television when asked
wihat the ambassador would be
bl

“And to strongly reaffirm that
this incident must never happen
again, meaning that  I=raeli
Forces enter armed and withoat
awthorization”

Daplomatic refations between
France and I=racl have worsened
gimoe President Emminiee]
Mocron called for an end to the
supply to Israel of offensive
weapodes used in Gaza.

The French  povernment
also  attempded o ban  Israeld
weapons' firms rom exhibiling
At a trade fair m Pans and has
become  increasingly  uneasy
over lsraels comdeect in the wars
I Gaza and Lebanon

Earlser, Franoes foreien
minister =sapdl that the EU oould
sooml launch a1 new roumd of
sanclions against Israch settlers

F

s

Falestinlans mourn by the body of a relative killed In lsraell strikes in Khan Yownls, Gara, on Teesday. AFF

NUMBER

43,655

Palastinlans have bean Rilled
i Israsl's Gaza onslaught.

accused of fuelineg violence in
Palestindan territories,

France had already  imposed
sanctions against 28 viodent
settlers” and been imstrumental
in deciding sanctions af the EU
level, Jean-Noel Barrot told the
Farls Peace Forum, an annual
gathering dedicated to temsa-
thomal chaloeue,

The EU's sanctions regimye had
already been activated twice, and

“might be activated a third time
soon,” he said “We are deeply
attached to the security of lsrael”
Rarrod sald, bat “in the Interest of
Israel, of Isracli secunty, interma-
tional law needs to be respected
and justice needs to be reached.”

During a visit to the West Bank
on Thursday, Barrot had already
threatened a new rmound of
sanctions, and renewed Franoes
COITMEtEey Bk &
sofuiion (o the Isracli-Palestinian
conflict.

aettlement activities “threaten
the political perspective that can
ensure durable peace for Israel
aficl  Fadestine” e sapd  aller
talks with Palestintan President
Mahmoud Abhbas in Bamallah,

The 1S, Britain, Canada and

E-slnle

Aunstralin  have also imposed
sanciions  against exiremist
settlers,

Josep Borrell, the EUS forelgn
affairs  commisseoner, saml [n
August  that Israchi  scttlers

wore endangering “any chance
of peace” amd called on the
[sracli gpovernment 0 “stop
these  unacceptable  actions
immediately.”

Sanciions waould also bée aimed
at  the “enablers™ of wviolent
settler actions, "including some
[sracli government members”
Borrell saied.

Over 700 Palestinlans In the
West Bank have been killed by
Isracli troops and settbers in
the last vear, according (o the
Hamallah-hased Health Mindstry,

BARBARITY

Israel fails to
meet US aid
demandsto
ease Gaza
calastrophe

Reuters o

International aid groups said
that Israel had failed to meet a
sories of US demands intended to
improve the huwmanitarian crisis
in Gaza by a Tuesday deadline.

The US told its ally Israel in
a letter on Oct, 13 that it mus
take steps o improve the aid
situation in war-ravaged Gaza
within 30 days, If nod, it could
face potential restrictions on 1S
military aid

“Isract mot only [Ailed to
meet the US  criterda  thai
waould mdicate support to the
humanitarian response,  buod
concurrently took actions that
dramatically worsened the situa-
tion on the ground, particu-
larly 1n Northern Gaza,” a group
of eight aid groups incloding
Dxfam, Save the Children and
the Norwegian Refugee Council
saded in 19-page report,

For more than a month, Israeli
forces have been pushing deeper
o north Gaza, surrounding
hospitals  and  shelters  and
creating fresh waves of displace-
ment in an operation they say
is designed to prevent Hamas
fizhiers regroupdng there,

On Friday, global food security
experts released 2 mne warning
of imminent famine in paris of
northern Gaza unless immediate

steps were  taken o case
the situation.
Louise  Wateridege, senior

emergency officer for UNRWA
i traEa, told a Geneva phess
briefing that aid trucks into the
Strip had fallen in October and
that mo food was allowed to
enter worthern Gaza for an entire
maonih,

"The people here need overy-
thing, They need more. Tt nod
erough,” she sadd,

Askesi what  she  expected
Washington to do about the
deadline, she said: “Anyvihins
that happens now is already too
bate, Thousands and thousands
of people have been  killed
sensclessly. They have beon
killed because there is lack of
aid, because the bombs have
continuwed and because we have
nof been able to even reach them
under the muhble.”

Terael said on Monday it had
med most of the US demanads,
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CREATING IN THE DARK

Lebanese artists struggle to keep
creativity alive in a nation at war

Artists use their work as an outlet for the frustration and despair they feel

Reuters Seirul

As Israel presses a deadly
offensive agalnst armed
group Hezbollah in his
home country, Lebanese
artist Charbel Samuel
Aoun wrestles with the
role of art in a country
engulled in conflict.

“Does art still have a place in
sich Akl Aoun, a
45-year-old mixed media painter
and sculptor,
Le=hiirod

d  Criss

has  historically
playved a central rode in the Arab
world's artistic scene, serving
as a vibrant hub for visaweal arts,

music and theater, hlending
tradlivional and contemporary
influences,

Now, Lebanese artists are using
their work as an outlet for the
frustration and despair they leel
after a year-long Isracli offcnsive
that has killed more than 3,200
peaple, the vast majority of them
RINHE Sepe mhier.

Aoun's pieces are a  direct
reflection of Lebanon's back-to-
back crises. In 2013, he bezan
gathering dust from  Syrian
refifee Camps I Lebanon o
creale a series of lavered paint-
ings, before moving on 1o
explore otlyer e i,

Now, he says the darkness and
hopelessness of the war — and
the debris left behind by Israel's
intense bombing  campaign
across  Lehbanon's  south,
amtl Beirut™s southern subtirbs
— has revived his desire to work
with dust.

“You either stop evervithing
ar keep poing with the little that
still has meaning,” e said.

Two of his exhibitions have
been canceled doe to the war,
While he once lived on the
income from his art, he now
also relics on selling honey
froom  his  beehives, which
hie first set up as a project o

B

crenle art f'rom eeswag,

AFP Waahington

LIS Mresident-clect Donald Trump
announced mew members  of
his incoming sdministration on
Monday, and was expected o pick
Senator Marco Kubio as secretary
o sfate.

Bodls Rubdo and Congressmman
Michael Wallx, who his been
lined up for the powerful National
Security  Adviser role,  have
notably hawlkish views on China,
which they see a2 a threat and
chatlenge to US economic amd
military might.

The two appsaintees, both from
Flomda, would be ey architects

Displaced and refugee children
attend a charlty event whera
Lebanese singer Joy Fayad and
misiclan Qfiver Maalow® parferm
in Dbayeh, Labanon. Feutars

“I can o longer Pely on the arl
market” he said

Gralleries AC TSR Pl
have shut down in recent
months, with owners saying
there was no demand to buay
art at this time. Lebamon's
famed modern art musenm,
ithe Sursock Museum, has

mmoved 11s collections o under-
gronnd storage

Lebanese singer and musician
Jov Fayad has grappled with the
emotional Wl of the conflici —
which made it difficult for her 1o
perform for months

“Tt limbted my creativity, it was
like [ skt down, T couldn’t give
to others, nor to mysell”™ Fayad.,
A5, said,

Instexd. she threw her energy
into songwriting. One line in a

MW song reads “You are from

RADICAL SHAKE-UP

Trump makes new appointments,
Rubio tipped for secretary of state

“Arverwa First™
foreign podicy, with the tncoming
president having promised to end
the wars raging in Ukraine
ard the Middle Easg
and avoid any more US
military entanglements

The TH-year-old
'|1-|'|:|u||-i|-:':|11 IVOeoon  has
vowed hes second stint
in power will resull in
a radical shake-up of the
federal overnment.

Trum ansLed
immigration  official Tom
Homan as the ocountry's

il Trumps

Muarco Rubla

“haorder czar” on Monday,
tasking him with falblling his key
domestic promise of mass depor-
tations of ondocomented
mEgrants,

'S media also reporied
that Stephen Miller was

gt 1o be his deputy chiefl

of  sialT with a broad
porifofio.

MNew Yorlk

CONErcssSWOoman

Elize Stefanik,

A hard-line

clefemer ol
Isracl, got the
i for TN
ambassador,

BACKGROUND

Labanon has historically
played a central role in the
Arab world's artistic scene,
serving as a vibrant hub for
visual arts music and theater,
blending traditional and
cnnt-:lmpnru.r:f influenoes,

Trums transitbon team sadd noa
stilemendt.,

In a hwther announcement,
Trumps team said Lee Zeldin,
an  carly politcal ally, would
e proposed as Environmeental
Protection Agency chiel with
a mancdate to slash climate and
podlutlon  regubations
consicered red tape by businesses

Top nominations, inchading
for Stefanik., Zeldin as well as
the secretary of state, would
meed approval W the Senale,
bl Trump is hoping o bypass
oversight  from  the upper
chamsber by M
ments while il is in recess

Hal e

i king

the dovwnlrmddoen petple, wikose
word has been silenced, and by
their weapons, you are paving
the price with vour blosod™

She recently began performing
again, singing for displaced and
refuges children in Lebanon al a
charity event north of Beirt.

“Thiy e Changing the
atmosphere, having fun after
sitch a difficult period,” she said,
especially for those who became
i the
bsarmbes instead of bisais

A LEtomed

sl of

BOOSTING TIES

Iran,
Russia
link bank

card
sysiems

.l..FF' Talwan

Trantan bank cards can now be
used i Russia, state television
reported, as the two countries
linked their banking systems
in the latest hid to counterac
EH by T ]

Irnian  banks have been
excluded since 2008 from the
SWIFT  intemational  finan-
cial messaging  service, which
oS e vast majority of trans-
actions worldwide.

The move is part of a raft o
safclions thal were re-imposed
on Iran after the US withdrew
from a lamdmark 20015 nuckear
cleal.

Irankan bank cards can now be
vl i Russia, sale television
channel IKINKN said on Monday,
showing the withdrawal of
money using an Iranian bank card
from an ATM in Bussza.

BACKRGROUND

Russia has been pushing for
the creation of an intemational
payment platform as an
alternative to the SWIFT
service, from which key
Russian banks have also been
excluded since 2022.

The operalion Trale
possible by connecting  Iran's
mnterbank network Shetab to
its Russian equivalent Mir, the
clanme] sakd,

Traninms il CirTenily
withdraw moneyv in Russia, and
will in the future be able to nse
their cards to pay for in-store
purchases, it addecl,

“The plan is also going 1o be
impdemented in other countries
thet have a wide range of financial
and social interactions with Iran,
for example Irg, Afghanistan and
Turkiye,” it said

Both Iran and Russia have
:-.||t|._'.'.'||[ to cotimteract the effects ol
5-:.'||1|'I_i||-:|L'-: 40 I|'|-e'tr SN IEs

Wwas

A prominent Saudi company based in Rivadh Is seaking

qualified candidates for the following positions:

» Electricians
« Plumbers
« Tilers

«Landscape Designers
» Natural Stone Installers

Candidates must possess a minimum of 15 years of
experience and demonstrate
effectively within a team and under pressure.
Competitive salaries and benefits will be offered.

Please contact via WhatsApp: 0564675338

paabaal Jud a i DaaS gl e g 50 Sl e il |

e A e gl e ]
spaly e

i S LS aa a9 Ly n ) el i g g g 25 1S e 15 S S
e e L e e P T O R

0564675338 1 wal o Ly 4 5 By

the ability to work

-IE.-_III"-! 1__51.'3._1_'!."]_.“1-

=y A s 5

-}#J.:!u_:ddiaﬁ_lp_ll_’lll_’iﬂ




ARAE NEWS Wednesday, November 135, 2024

News International

Filipino sisters fight

CONSERVATION EFFORTS

to protect nations
blodlverS1ty haven

Ann and Billie Dumaliang were featured in TIME
Magazine's Next Generation Leaders last month

ﬂ-ﬁ-ﬂ‘llﬂ‘thh H-!IIHI'Ill-rII Mards

(m the -:uﬁ:s-l:jrts -:-f' Mandla,
a Z,600-hectare nature
reserve has been lauded
by top climate activisis
and film stars after it
gained international
recognition for one of

the largest collaborative
reforestation efforts In the
Philippines.

Behind the rescue of over 2,000
hectares of that land arme sisters
Anm and Bl Dumahang, They
have been at the forefront of
conserving the  biodiversity-
rich Masungl Georeserve and
murturing it as a geotourism site,
which is home to lush rainforests,
gl-milllon-vear-old  limestone
[ormatbons aned over 400 SpEeCies
o Hora and [auna,

They have become the faces of
conservation in the Philippines,
a country named in 2024 as the
ddendllest In Asla for envwlme-
mental delenders — for the [th
vear ina row — with the killings
ool 17 activisis,

The Danmalsang sisters and the
nearly 100 rangers at the roserve
are no stranger to the deluge
of threats that come with thelr
work, which ramge from physical
to legal, and include disinforina-
tion amndd harassment campaigns,

Cwver the vears, rangers at the
reserve have been shot at by
intruclers and were the targeis
of booby traps amd impro
vised explosives set across the

Fllipmo eonseryaficnlsis and sioters

Blie and Ann Durmadang wira
featured in TIME Magozine's Mext

Ganeration Leadors in Qotobear 2024,
Sipnbea

lanidscape

But the dangers that come
with their conservation cforts
have not deterred them from the
mrission to protect Masungl.

“Were a small group and a
b of vournyg peogale, All of these
groaips  that we're up against

have unlimited resouroes ... how
o we compete with these very
powerful amd  well-resourced
interests?” Billie, 31, told Arab
MEwWs

Thwe sisiers wWere amng the
iradlblazers  featured i TIME
Magazines Next  Generation
Leaders  last month, reooe
nized for thelr work protecting
Masungi from  llegal logpers,
land  grabbers and  quartving
Companies,

Billke TIAE S
erng” recognition was a “symbod”
that the internatonal comomunity
has beon paying attention to thedr
team’s work and the challenges
they face,

"A | of Hmes when vou don’l
have enough supporl at home,
if vour orzanization is repressed
or harassed, sormetimees it's really
the International comemuniy
that provides the much-needed
suppsort,” Billie saicl

H LAY SN -

HOT SPOTS

Indian travel agents record surge
in outbound tourism to Middle East

Sanjay Kumar heew Deh

An Increasing number of Indian
ravelers are visiting the Middle
Easl this vear, towur opcrators
said on Tuesday after recording
a sipnificant surge to the region
during the Diwall holiday season.

The Mickdle East has become
an increasingly popular foreign
destination for many Indian
traveblers, with Sandi Arabia and
the UAE often cited as the top two
countries in demand.

As the festive Diwall season and
ihe long hodlclays that came wiih
it concluded eartier this month,
tourism players in India say there
was a notable increase i trips to
Arzh countries.

“In thiz lestival season,
wias a huge demand,” Jyoti Magal,
presigent of the Travel Apents
Acmociation of India, told Arab
Mews on traved [rom Inghia to the

f e

UAE, cliing Saudi Arabia  and

Galar as  parbcularly  popular
destinations.

“These counines m the Middle
East are less explored and that’s
why more and more peaple are
travehng (o themk”

Travelers from the westemn
Indian stote of Gujaral wene
grawn o new and allomdable

Alr ldin Hes
near the

lndmork
Burj Khalifa
alyscraper,
the world's
tallost
buliding,
abpwe the

Drisbaal mhyfinm
en Fab. 13
| AFP

packages offered to Gull destina-
tions hike Db, s four agent
Mamish Sharma.

“From Ahmedabad, 1 can say
that compared to the past, there
s e an meresese ol 30 o 35
percenl in the outbound travels to
the Middle East this time,” Sharma,
who muns his business m the
Cruparatl capital, todd Arab News,

Their top choices were UAE
cites such as Abu Dhabi, Sharjah
aac] ksl he added.

"The reasons for the growth
are manifold it's cheap, casy
connectivity, its near, yvou gel
gk fonsd "™ he aclded.

Megnbers of the Gujaratl middle

class "lake al el one or wo
vacatlons owery vear, he said
"During  Diwali and  summeer

vaction, they prefer to go to Dukkai”

Many Indians appear to be
taking advantage of the iIncreasing
bt of direct flights to the UAE
There are &t beast 14 dakly fights o
Drabai from Ahmedabad alone

"There has born an  mcreasc
in Dubai travel In the last 1O
vears, tamdd} in the Last three vears
IoaErisim has grown greatly, B
thils vear, lounsm 1o UAE has gone
phenomenally and the reason
15 the increase in the number of
thghts,” Sharma saicd

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Storm Usagi
Fifth storm

bears down
on Philippines

The Philippines prepared
Tuesday to evaciate podentially
tens of thousands of people
as Lhe Oith major storm in
three weeks bore down on the
archipelago shortly alter the
omslanghit of Typhoon Torag.
Now a weakened tropical
storm, Toraji blew out toseca
overndght after causing rela-
tively Hmited damage and mo
reporied deaths, Bl Tropecal
Storm: Usag s now just bwo days
away from the coast of Luzon,
thee archipelago mation’s largest
anud most popubous island, and
Eining strength, the national
weather agency sxid. Cihnl
Dielense Chuel Rl Rapsing
il Ciggnvan provtinee sud: “We
precmpiively evacuated 40000
peopde that time” AFP

socurity forces

Parisof Indian

state closed
alter 10 Lkilled

Ethnic organizations in paris
of Incia’s viobence-wracked
northeastern state shat schools
Tuesclady, proe
testing the killings of 10 people
by paramiiitary salchers, They
Cilled for an H-hour shutcown
in the hill districts of Manmpar
from 5:00 am. Tuesday. Heavy
eunfire was reporied overnighi
1 the periplery of the hilis and
thi: Tmiphial Valley.

Life was paralyzed in the area,
with schools and businesses
closed and people staying in-
dowars, There were no vehicles on

ancl husinesses

ke rodicl, The Manipur state palse
said those killed Monday were
“armned malitanta” and the sobdiers
fiec] il theim after they attackesd
thesir post near the districd town of
Jiribam on Monday. AP
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘Dragonflies and Damselflies of the World'

KLASS-DOUWE B. DRIKSTRA

Alrily dancing over rivers and
ponds, the thousands of colorful
dragonfly and damsalfly specias
that aohabit our planet may
seam of little importance. Few
Iife-forms, however,
oonvey the condition
of the most

limiting resowrce

on land and life's
miost bountiful
arveronment as wall

1 I:h..:*,n can: While

Life woas

335 killed, dozens
wounded in China
car ramming

A driver has killed 35 people and
wounded 43 others in southern
Chibiea, police sadd Tuesday, a
cbay alfler the car ploughed down
people exercising in a sports
center in the city of Zhuhai
After the attack was reported on
Mansclay, police only sald peopbe
had been wounded,
Preliminary investigations
suigpested that the 82-yvear-old
diriver, surnamed Fan, hao bein
“triggered by (his) dssatisfac-
tion with the division of prop
erty folloaving his divorce,” the
pobce said. AFP

the adults are exceptional
aerial hunters, their nymphs
are all confined to freshwater.
“Dragonflies and Dams=iflias
of the Waorld™ showcases
their beauty and
diversity whila
shedding Rght
f-l:v-.".._f' on how they
evolvad into the
vital symbaols of
planetary haatth wea

celebrate today.

Brief turbulence

1 injured in

Lufthansa Might
o Frankiart

Eleven people were injured
when a Lufthansa flight from
Broemos Alres to Frankfurt hilt
serveere Turkanlenee whibe trwvel-
ing over the Atlantic, the adrline
saicl on Tuesday,
“Unfortunately, five pas-
sengers and six crew members
siiffered maosthy minor imjaries.”
a Lufthansa spokesperson told
Hearters in am emall, confirm-
ing a repart by the DPA news
agency, The turbukence was
brich and occurmed in an mter
iroical convergence 2one, the
company sakl. Reuters

‘ Fallow #frub News Briefs all through the day BiirabNews
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Opinion

There is no alternative to multilateral climate action

ur world is at a critical
junciure. The devastating
effects of glohal warming
are Increasingly evident
and the crisis s deepen-
mg. To mtigate it, we
st urgenily reduce global greenhonse
gras emissions, Faling to act now will only
increass the human and ecomnomic toll.

Thi=s month's COP2S climate change
conference in Baku, Azerbaijan, presents
a unbgque opportunity for effective collec-
tive action, Amid heightened geopolitical
lensions and global uncertainty, COP259 wall
serve as a test of the multilateral systom on
which humanity’s ability to respond to this
existential threat depends,

The groasdwork for coardinated action was
laid in Rio de Janeiro in 19392 with the creation
of the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Chamnge, which established the annual Conler-
ence of the Parties (o promote consensus-
based solutions. The philosopdy was simpde:
eivien that climate change is a global issue,
acldressing it requuires a collaborative approach,

The copveniion fosters co ipeTalion
between smaller countnes and super-
powers, cnabies civil socicty organizations

a8
Building trusi
Incountries’
commitment
to bold climate
action and
willingness
o provide
the necessary
linancing is key

LI EEY SLELIALT NN SRS HE DT B -

to engage directly with governments and
facilitates cross-border technology trans
fers. Perhaps most importantly, it provides
a framework for collective action in which
each country™s «Torts encourage others 1o
step wp thedr owmn,

The 2085 Paris climate agreement marked
i turming point, setting the goal of limiting
ghobal warming to L5 degrees Celsios above
pre-industrial levels and ensunng that the
increase stays well below 2 C. To monitor
progress, the agreement established a
syslem ol nationally determined contriba-
tions, through which each country outlines
its emission-reduction plans.

Kegretiably, the first global audit, released
ahead of last vears COP2R in Dubad, showed
that we are far from mecting these climate
targets It also offered a comprehensive
roadmap, calling on all countries to oot
to larpgets aligned with the 1.5 C goal and
establishing clear steps and tmelines —
ncluding transitioning away from fossil
fuels — that could bring the Paris agree-
ment's abjectives within reach.

COP2S represents the next step fog
thes mulbtilateral approach, with keaders
expected to agree on a significant boost to

1II-I':'lI :u] ‘ ‘.1I 1 J—

MUKHTAR BABAYEY

Rikittar Babwisss, Pras i
Cemsignais of CORZE &
Minister o Ecokogry and MNasuml
Husiier i ofFf faerl UEHID

et DriSosle

Fior TLl worslom, o on 1o
W F bW s DM S o n o n

the 3100 balhon climate inance target — the
so-Called Now Collective Quantified Goal.
Morecver, each country must submit its
uptated nationally determined contribu-
Lo by i'|‘||n|:_|;|'_'.";lli'l‘3:7|.

Transparency s essential (o this process,
Faallelmg trust in countries” commdinmen
o bold climate action and willingness to
provice the necessany Ainancing s key.

As COP29 president, Azerbaijan is urging
all countries to submit goals alizgned with
the L5 C targe! as soon as possthle, We are
also doing evervthing we can to secure a lakr
andd ambitions new climate finance goal thal
addresses developmg countries” noeds and
matches the scale and urgency of the crisis.

One thing is clear: without a viable backup
plan, we must do all we can to meet the 1.5 C
gnal. Sleepwalking into climate catastrophe
15 st an option.

T be sure, the multilateral svstem has ils
Haws, But it remains the best Iramesvork to
tackle this daunting challenge. Over three
diecades, it has fostered lasting intermational
cooperation, a shared understanding of the
scferwe and o =i M CONSETISES -e_'||||.-e_'t-'rr|i||.];
global climate goals,

The altermative o multilateralism is a

fragmented response, with governments
pursuing their own agendas without coordi-
nation or cooperation. This approach would
raean slower progress, higher costs amd bess
pquitable outcomes.

Consider, for example, COF29%5 objective
of finalizing negotkations on Article 8 of the
Paris Agreement, which aims to standardize
-arbon markets. By channelhng resources
toward the most cffective mitigation
projects, this framework could save 8250
Fblices annaeally by 20300

Given the allermatives, we have no
chopee bul to make the current system
work. The COPZE pressdency will leave no
stone unturmed to achieve an international
consensus. With an agenda focnsed on
advancing tranaformative climate action,
Azerhatjan could help bridge geopss-
bl divisdons., But oanr success hinges on
couniries” willingness 1o engage construc-
tively and comumit (o the multilateral process,

The science is clear, the frnmeworks For
coordirated action are in place and the
plan has been laid ont. Now, we must find
thve poditical will 1o pat these ools 10 use,
COFED s our chance o prove thal mualtidal-
eralism can waork.

=

The irony of Spain
being caught ofl
guard is striking,
given its politicians’
proaciive siance
on climate change

What the fury in Spain over devastating floods tells us

nyvone Bambliar with the clas-
sic [ilm “My Falr Lady "™ will
recall the phrase, “The rain
in Spain stayvs mainly in the
plain.” Om Oct. 2. however,
this famous line took a dark
iurn when |_':-i]|I||:-:i1.'|‘-:|v|:|1.'|.'|||:-|:-|:|'.'-. slruck the
Valencia regaon., leaving at least 219 dead and
78 missing. As videos of mud-shnging protest-
ers targeting Spain's rovals, Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez and regonal beaders dunng
theedr visit to Paiporia went viral, it became
eviclent that the climate change rhetonic
Fvoredd by European politicians held Hitle
comfort when faced with a real-life disaster.
What the people of Valencia seek is
accouniability, mmediate povernment
support and proof that politicians have
learmed the right bessons from this calamity,
as there is no guarantee it will not kappen
agiin, Aller Dve decades without a meagor
natural disaster, many residents were
unprepared for the dangers of flash ffoods
A didd not Know how to respondd, Yed, as

climate change s increasingly blamed for
mtensilying weather patterns along Spain's
Mediterranean coast, such floods are lilkely
to become more frequent and deadlier.
The irony of Spain being canght off guamd
by anextrems weather event is striking,
ETVen its |||||.|l:||'.|:|1|;'-:']||'-::-.|-|'!|'.-'-|' vl e On
climate change and ambatious commitments
aligned with the EUs green agenda. The
spanish overnment has pledged o reach
net-zero emissions by 2050, focusing on
rencwable energy. reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and enhancing energy efficiency.
Hut these imitatives offered Hitle sodace (o
thee estimated V00,000 prodesters in Vabemca,
In Valence's case, mixed messagpes ancd
the unprecedented intensity of the rainfall
appear to have created confusion at the
bocal level. Despite storm warnings from the
rEabbonal weather service belng in place from
et 25, SO miunscipalities were slosw o act,
In hindsighi, experis point to three major
factors behind the heavy loss of 1ife and
propertys insuflicient inlormation about

ARNAEB NEIL SENGQUPTA

Arnas hdl| SerEipta th
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flood rsks, poor coordination hetween
regional and natiogal authorities, and
political decisions made vears ago (o neglect
investments in Qood relief infrastrocture,

The full extent of the damage remains
unclear, but the Consortivm for Insurance
Compensathon, a public-private entity thal
hancles insurance clamms [or extremse: rnsks,
estimates it will need to pay out at least €3.5
billion (337 hillion) in compensation. Now,
regional authorities have o Chotee but to
unieriake these long-overdue projects.

Luis Banomn, a professor of transportation
engineering at the Undversity of Alicante,
mabed that detaving Investiments in compre-
hensive ood defenses bas mudtipled the
coonomic cost "y 2007

What is politically attractive s talk of
climate achion, While the E1Ms climate
peodiches e divisive, they also resonate with
many Earopeans, who support mmeasures to
codnbat climate change despate the burden on
basimesses and consumers. In Spam, where
volers prorilise cnvironmental issaes, Uhe

ruling Soctalist Workers” Party has aligned s
economic agenda with ambitious green polbcies
Yeet, as extreme weather events beoome more
frequent, political debates increasingly revolve
around whether the rhetoric matches reality.
Speain's leadership in solar and wind emnergy
|:||'r|-:_l|.|-:'r|:-|||| anel 185 pnvesimenis i!l_].'_l'l!"l_'l‘l
mnfrastructure are commendable. No one
15 suggcsting that the national recovery
plan should cease lunding projects aimed
at decarbonizing transgpsort amd industry.
However, the disaster in Valencia has starkly
ibemonstrated that climate rhetoric and
long-term strategies are nod substitutes for
pear-term actions and coopdinated, practical
measires that can prevent iraggedies,
Ultimately, the rain in Spain may not abwvays
stay on the plain, but the lessons learned from
the catastrophe in Yalencia must stay fliemly
in the minds of pollcymakers, For Spain (o
b triily resiliend, it must strike a balance
beetwern the lofty ideals of climate action and
the urgent, on-the-ground interventions that
prodect lives today,
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Trump's win is not an oddity — it is the American reality

L is not only Donalkd Trump's election

victory that has sent shockwaves

across the US and many parts of

the waordd, but also its decisiveness,

which defied all forecasi=of a close

race. Il Trump’s first victory in 2016
felt like a fluke, benefiting from a combina-
tiom of him being a palitical novice but with
atar qualities as a multimillionaire business-
man and a well-known reality TV presenter,
this time he was elected, and by a hig mar-

emphasizing thal the party representing
leftist-liberal progressive ideas and values
has kost the working class, who should be
its backbone. These are mainly white men
who are angry al secing their jobs disap-
pearing abroad and who feel margimalized.
Trump is appealing to them.

It became apparent that the economy
playved a significant rode in voters” prefer-
ences and the increase in the cost of
Hving over the last four years has cost the

gin, for who he is. Democrats dearly.
Make no mistake, ii Anyone who visits a
the margm of Trump's grocery store in Lhe
victory and the Repub- A guich glimpse off US will be astonished
licans' coniral of both the distribation of by how expensive
the House of Represen- . fresh produce is in
latives and the Senate votes across the US comparison Lo most
should not conceal the shows that most of other countries of
depth of the divisions thds vast lH".I:‘i[ul!‘}htH- similar economic
within American society. been painted red developmeni.
This s a feature that Biuit 18 wias ot
will dominate the US for only the economy

the foreseeable future. And for a stunned
Democratic Party, there isan uphill battle,
lirst b come o terms with defeal, but more
sigmificantly to reconnect with those who
are its natural electorate yet have been
swaved by Tromp.

A quick glimpse of the distribution of
viles across the TS shows thal most of
this vast territory has been painted red,

that decided last week's election; it wis
immigration oo, The debate over this
divisive issie has been hijacked by the
populist right and, interestingly, even
Latinos voled for Trump in big numbers,
There is an interesting phenomeenon
operating here:! those who are legal
migrants begrudge the undocimetited
ones, whom they perceive as skipping

YOS MEKELBERG
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the hard work they had to do to cam their
status. Moreover, they perceive illegal
migration from Latin America as the main
reason they are disparaged by others in
US society and face a more difficult path o
socinl acceplance. Yet the Biden admin-
istration and Kamala Harris in particular,
who was in charge of securing the borders,
did very little to stop illegal migration.

Far the Democrats, this should be the
hepmning of a penod of soul-searching

the top down and by patronizing those
who object to them. Instead, they should
engage with people and allay their fears.
What's more, it should not be forgotten
that, while Trump won the Republican
primanes easily and had months to build s
campaizn, Harris won her party s nomina:
tion almost by defanlt when it became
apparent that President Joe Blden was not
it 1o run for another term, Going throageh
the prinding process of the primaries gains

how o they reconmect . the winner credibility,
with thesir ebectoral and ii legrttimacy, better engage-
iclenlogeal roots® IF ther mant with the pubdic
pasition on the economy The Democrals’ and the momentum for
andl migration put them whility hl'lllg' a presidential campaien.
if amn in f'FT"h!ﬂ']f';JJIII'rII. - “? bt i Bt the result of Last ™
their nability tobringan ~~ anendtothewarin o o eqion made
end to the war in Gaz Gazaalsocostthem i clear that Harris had
also cost them voles vorless i certain ]urt; too hittle tme to §ift the

in certain parts of the country campaign amnd baxild trust.
CORIRTTY ofthe For the second time

However, It was their
pushing too hard and too fast for some
aspects of thedr progressive agenda thai
made some volers uncomfortable and
left them feeling that an efite was trvinge
to force upon them changes that clashed
with their traditional values. This is niot Eo
suggest that these progressive ideas are
wrong as such, the oppasite is often the
case, but they cannot be enforced from

in cight vears, we are
once more entering the territory of the
unknown and the unpredictabde, Tromp
won this election Fairy and squarely and
there will not be a repeat of the ugly scenes
of Jan. G, 2021, but an orderly and civilized
transition of power, a5 we should expect.
Nevertheless, there will be many Ameri-
cans, along with many in the international
community, who will be deeply skeptical.,

Mainstream media at a loss in the aftermath of US elections

ne of the biggest losers in
last week's U eleciions,

astkde from the Democratic
Party, was the traditional
nows media, or what is
called the mainstream
meddia, which meludes newspapers,
magazines and cable news networks, The
mainstream media, sometimes dubbed
corporate mwedia, has been losing its sudi-
ence for vears, Still, the shocking outcome

corporate media cannot claim to have
its fimger on the pulse of the nation
ATy TIOE,

The hiflionaire owner of X, Elon Musk.
1 staunch Donald Trump supporter.,
claimed that the former president’s
three-hour interview with the No. |
U'S podcaster, Jor Rogan, signihcantly
contributed to his historic trinumph at the
pealls Rogan’s show, the most listened

o pesdlcast in the U, with 1.5 million

of last week's elections Sprotify followers and
revealed how wrong -’.i I7.9 million YouTuke
pollsters, talk show ana- subscribers, gained
lysis and pundiis were The I‘E-[Illt}' is that rrare than S00,000 new
in rﬂrlin.ul the mlr?:hﬂf younger audiences _rnlha-.-:ﬂﬁ lollowing the
the American eleciorate are migrating to the nterview.

acToss the board., Almosi - In fact, about 35

all polls conducted by ever-expanding world  percent of adult Ameri-
liberal and conserva l.:'l-'mt:: of digital media, with ?m-'ﬁ III.sll:'ll I 1:4il:!ul:.a5l.'s
news organizations a _ _ or at least one hour per
had predicted that the allitsprosandcons o 0 oo arabia,
race between the two the Agure is even higher,

presidential candidates was o close that |

wis impossible to predict a winner.

They were all proven wrong, Just as the
Democratic Party needs Lo imvestigate
the reasons for its resounding loss, the
malnstream media will have to reflect
deeply and try (o cope with the reality
that younger andiences are increasingly
milgrating to the ever-expanding world
ol digital media, with all its pros and
cons. This is another indicator that, just
as the political landscape in Amenica is
changing, so is the media terrain. The
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at 59 percent.
The decline in the mainstream media’s
appeal and clout, which has been taking
place for some time, is due Lo several
factors, including the frapmentation of
audiences, the availability of numerous
digital news options that are primarily
free and accessible anvwhere, anytime,
atid the lack of trast in cable news
networks amd national newspapers,
especially among younger penerations.
Another factor 1= that people can express
themselves freely and with mimimuom
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constraimts on social media platforms like
Facebook, TikTok and X,

The internet has changed the rules of
milss communication at an alarming rale,
In contrast, the X platform has about 500
million monthly active users worldwide,
while Facebook has a staggering 3 hillion
monthly users and TikTok has L6 billion,
Mo mainstream media platform can coomic
close regarding the number of wsers/
suibscribers/viewers,

It all boils down 1o

case, the platform is believed Lo use
algorithms to hide or expose certain
content, In the case of Facebook, there are
allegations that much of the pro-Palestine
content s hidden or exposes users to bans
for “breaching community rules”

New media is not immune from mnning
[ike news, Isracl has been accused of
using specialized cyber units to run
thonsands of so-called bots (o spread
pro-Israel and anti-Palestine content.

Russia allegedly used

credibility and trust for ii the =ame methods to
the younger generation. influence the 2006 US
The corporate media is The Eﬂl‘pﬂl"ﬂtﬁ medlla elections. []']'!lF_j diowmnside
biased,ofenbowing1o 19 Viewedaspartisan  ZUtT Ll
]:I-EI.I'II}"];I'II_'-E and echoing and biased, often aften prioritize contro-
the policy lines of the echoing the policy verslal content over
innerr-orminilll o g ool R et N
e credibility factor _ : - il 1
has become even more itis ﬂ“m with are facing antitrust

relevant during lsrael's

witr o Gaza, with the mainstream
meesclian generally sticking to the official
government line and, more imporiantly,
iIgnoring the humanitarian catastrophe
unfolding in Gaza and lsraels brotal
targeting of civilians,

People continue (o b news consumers,
but the digital disruption has rattled the
meainsiream media’s STams guda,

However, the alternative media also
has its risks. He who pays the piper calls
the tune; in this case, he who owns the
medinm also sets the agenda. In Musk's
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cases for being too big
and, in effect, controlling what users
can see o post, Ironically, some of
the challenges facing the new media
are similar to the ones the old media
conglomerates once faced.

The US has always been ahead of the
rest of the world in embracing new andd
imnovative platforms, while ditching tradi-
thofeal ones. What does it say abaout the
fature of the mainstream media in the US
by and worldwide? More importantly,
what does this say about the futare of
Journalism as we know it
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Ol gras, wind, sun, gold, silver, copper, all ...
are ratural resources and countries shoukd not
b blanved for bringing these resources to the

market, because the market neseds them

liham Abllyev
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RESPONSIBILITY

UN chief demands action to bridge

$359bn climate finance gap

FAST
FACTS

ensuring that
SVEry person
on Earth is
protected

by an aarly
WAL P
system by
2027,

* UK Primea
Minister

Kaeir Starmer
announcead
that the LUK
wioubd raise
its amissions
reduction

target for
2035 to 81

peroant.

Developed nations should increase their contributions to at least 540 billion annually by 2025: Guterres

Modin Hassan,
Mirmal Narnyanon 5 ooh

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres ssaed

a stark warning to world
leaders on Tuesday, urging
them to close the 83559
hillion gap in climate
adaptation financing,

Speaking al the COP29 climate
spmomid i Balksu, Gatermes empha-
akpe] that the most vulnerahble
cofmmumniths  are ol nsk, and
filure to address the financial
shortfall could lead to devastating
consequences  for  lives, livels-
hiols, amsd developmeent,

“The gap between adaptation
neeids amd bnance coukd reach
5359 bilbon annually by 2000,
Guderres said  "These missing

diollars are nol jusi numbers
they represent lives Jost, crops
destroved, and entime  commu-
nities  abandoned to  climate
extremes” The UN chief called
om developed conmires to dowhle
thetr adaptation Anance Lo afl least
540 hilbon anmually by 32025
stressing that this is a matter of
urgent global responsibility.

He also  underscored  that
climate adaptation shoubd be seen
&5 an investment, not charity, with
pransformative potentlal o drive

ecomommic growth and sustainable
dhevelopment worldwicde,
"Finance must be scaled ap
now. Developed countries must
&t quickly to close this gap amxd
support  tese who  are  most
vitlnerable,” GuterTes saicl, acdding
that the increase in conoessbonal
finance would be essential to

mectng the nocds of developing
mations,  The  secretary-general
also highlighted the urgemcy of
ensuring that cvery person on
Earth is protected by an early
warning system by 2027, as part of
the UNSs “Eadly Warmings for All”
inibative

This would help safegoard
communitées  fom  extreme
weather evenis such as floodds,
storms, and heatwanves, which are
already wreaking havoe, particu-
larly in poorer nations,

Meamwhile, Simon Stiell, exeou-
tive secretary of the UN Frame-
work Convention on  Climaic
Change, warned that the climate
crisls B increasingly  becoming
ant econonic threat, with some
counlres seeimng up to a 5 percent
reduction m gross  domestic
product due to climate impacts.

Stiel] peointed ol that the phishal
economy has already lost more
than 52 inlhon over the past
decade due to extreme weather
events, and rsing inflation exacer-
baxtexd by chimate-related disasters
s putting additional pressure on
honscholds amnd businesses

He described climate finance as
“wlobal inflation  insurance™ and
warned that fallure to act would
have disasirous coMpmic oonse-
quences. However, he remained
optimstie, emphasizing that hold
climate action could generate mew
eConomic opporiuniics, particu-
larly through the growth of remnew-

able energy.
Azerbagjan’s  President  lham

Allvev  defendes]  fossil  fuels,
stitting that countmes with natural
resciiroes sivould not be blanmed
for exploiting them. “0il, gas

wind, sun, gold, silver — these ane
gifts of God,"” and countries shoald
neot b cnticized for bringing these
rescirees to market, Alivey sadd,
eryphasizing the importance of
mecting ghobal energy needs,

Al the summil, UK Prime
Mimister Kedr Starmer announoed
that the UK wonld raise its
emissions  reduction  target  for
2085 to 8] percent, exceeding
the previous target of T8 percent
starmier suid the new goal would
be achieved withowt bardening
the pubdic, as it excludes emissions
from  intemational aviation  and
shipping.

Criher leaders, including Serbian
President Alelsandar Vucke and
Zimbsalnvean President Emmersor
Mnangmapwa, stressed the mmpor-
tance of addressing climate justice
and providing financial supgpsort to

prosorer matbons that bear the bimd
off climate inpaci=

Turkish Prisident Recep
Tayyip Erdogman highlighted his
counirys vulnerability to clineate
change and Hs plang o expand
nuclear energy capacity by 3050,
Meanwhile, Iragg Presiclent Abdul
Latif Rashicl framed cimate justice
as a4 human rights issue, calling
for immediate action 1o prsdect
current and future gencrations
from chimate-induweed disasters.

Madmunal Sharll, the mavor
of Ruala Lumpur, acddressed the
psse of plastic pollution, warming
that by 2040, up to L3 billion
tonnes of plastic will contami-
mate the alr, water, and food we
comsume,  Shardl  emphasised
the necd e peace, umiy, and
concrete action to tackle environ:
mental challenges

Manal Al-Barakati Do

A Saudi  company officially
lavnched a carbon  exchange
platform &t the COPZ confer-
enoe in Baku, to direct substan-
tial funding into global climate
nitkatives,

Developed by Sadl  Arabia’s
Regional  Voluntary  Carbon
Market Co., the platform 15 sct
to accelerate efforts o reduoce
emisions  and  reinforce  the
Ringdoms mle i the carbon
credil market by 2050,

In an interviesy with  Arab
News, HRVCMC CED Riham
El-Giry highlighted the platform’

patential to dive transformative
change in glebal climate finance,
She explained that such high-
profile initiatives are designed not
only 1o attract more buyers bat
also to orease market awarcness.

"Auction after auwction, aware-
ness grows, and it's nod just abot
the event tzell” El-Gizy sald, "We
are [aunching advisory services Lo
help buvers on their decarbondza:-
tion jourmevs, supporting  their
climate sustxinability and carbon
neutrality goals” she added,

The platform's launch attracted
22 Sawdhi and  intemational
compkinees,  signaling  stroag
market interest and a  shared

EMISSIONS REDUCTION

Saudi firm launches carbon exchange platform at COP29

comriteent to sustainable devel-
opment. The maugural auchons
are designed o channel signifi-
cant funding into high-quality
climate progects, with a particular
focus on the Global South.

A Voluntary Carbon Market is
a marketplace where bhusinesses

and  individuals can  purchase

We are launching
advisory services to
help buyers on their
decarbonization

Journcys.

Rihmm EN-Glry
Ragonal Wodaraary Sarbon
Rarset S, SED

carbon credits o offset  thelr
emi==rons by myvesiing in progects
that reduce or capiure preen-
house gases. These projects cian
range fmom reforestation efforts
to the development of rencwahble
ENETEY SOMEICES,

Unlike regulated  markets,
particigation in VOMs is volun-
tary, allowing ocompanes
to coninbute o climate
poals and compensate for
emissions they  canmnoi
darecthy climinate,
"We've worked with
the Islamic Corpora-
tian For the Develog-
ment of the Private

Sector 1o B the  [irst-ever
fatwa allowing carbon credits as
Sharinh-compliant commodities.”
she explained

“Imagine i morgages were
backed by carbon credits rather
than traditonal ocommodities
tke rvice or gold. This would
funned more capital into projects
benefiting  humandty and  the
cnvironment.”

The Islamic finance sector in
sawedi Arabia, wvalued af 2500
bdllbom, holds enormois potential
to mpect liquidity into the carbon
market.

BYCMCSs mew  platform  will
offer auction amnd block trade

functionalitkes, with plans: 1o
expand into spol markets by 20025
By creating a transparent and
robust marketplace for carbon
credits, the platiorm seeks (o close
critical financing gaps m climate
actiom.

The imaugurzl aucton s
expected to trade over 2.5 million
tonmes of high-quality carbon
credits, with prominent compa-
nies such as Aramoo Trading Co.,
Maladen, and Gull International
Bank participating. These trans
actions will fund a diverse array
of projects focused on emissions
rechuacthog environmendal
preservalion.

anc
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CITYSCAPE GLOBAL

National Housing Co. closes $532m

in sales, reveals new projects

Event showcases Ringdom's commitment to sustainable urban growth, innovation in real estate

Mour El=-Shaer Riyadh

saudl Arablas National
Housing Co. marked a

strong presence on Lhe
opening day of Cityscape
Global 20024, securing
over SR2 billlon ($532.4
million) In sales,

The company™s expansive booth
highlighted s latest el estate
projecis,  showcasing cutting-
edge architectural deslpns, smart
housing solutions, and advancoed
technologes 10 enhance market
regulation.

Durng its participation, NHC
also anmounced three major new
developments that  reflect s
commitiment to sustainable urban
erowwth, in line with Saudi Arabia’s
Vishomn HE0.

The first of these propects,
Ehuzam Boubevard in Rivadh,
is5 set o become the longest
commercial  bosglevard In the
Rimgdom, stretching 3.5  km.
Designed as a premier  enter-
ainment and redail destination,
the boulevard will enhance the
quality of life for reskdents andd
vishiors in the capaial by oflering
a mix of keisure, retail, and dindmg
EXPETIENIOES,

In Jeddah, NHC unvelk=d the
Jawhara Qasis project, a mixed-
use development covering maore
than 84000 =q. meters for office
spaces, alonp=ide an additional
15,000 s meters dedicated 1o
hotel  accommodations.  The
progect will feature sports and
entertpimment centers, shopping
comipdexes, amd other amenitics,
creating a  vibrant, Infegrated
environment for both basiness
and ledsure,

In Madinah, NHC announced

Wahat Al-Dar, a sustainable
resicential ancl enteriain-
ment development | spanning

|58, 228 5. meters. Desirmed to
blend seamlesslv with the cliys
cilltural and spiriteal essence,

M

A
PP ol o S
;'f'.':'? I.-."::-.'.-|'_'l-"l.‘E L

thils evo-Trendly propect will offer
both comfort and sustainabidlity,
catering to the necds of residents
and visitors alike.

NHC also  highlighted  §ts
growing network of siradegic
parinerships with leading devel-
opers, solidifving its posibion as
sauchi Arabda’s largest real estate
developer.  These  collabora-
tions are central to NHCS role
in driving national economic
erowih  and supporting  local
content within the housing and
resl estale sectonrs,

Major deals

Alongside NHCH® announce-
ments, the Saudi Minlsiry of

Trterior anmd the Ministry ol

-
L e P S
—_-r;— L
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FASTFACTS

® NHC also announced three
major new devalopments that
reflact its commitment to

sustainable urban growth.

@ The firat of theses projects,
Khuzam Boulevard in
Riyadh, is set to become
the longest commercial
boulevard in the Kingdom.

& In Jeddah, NHC unveiled
the Jawhar Oasis project,

a mixed-use development
covering more than 94,000
8q. meters for office spaces.

Mumnicipal and Rural Affairs and
Housing signed a  significant
service  Provision  Agreement
during the cveni. This agree-
ment, aimed at streamlining
praject Implementation via the
Furas platform, will enhance
investmenti opportunities, align
with Sandi Vision 2030 objec-
fives, and promote greater
coordination between the two
ministries,

The Ministiry of Interiors
pavilion showeased s advance-
ments in artificial intelligpence,
particularly in security opera-
tions, border protection, and
crizis  management. It also
unveiled indtiatives 1o reduce

fatalifies by 50 percent  and

extending payment periods for
trafhc fines.

Eastern Province municipality
secured invesiment agreements
worth over SR&E00  million,
with Mayor Fahd Al-Tubair
signing multiple deals, These
agreements  mclude  plans o
upgrade the South ERhobar
Comniche, improve infrastroc-
fure in Dammam, and develop
new recreational spaces in the
Al-Ehuzama district. Additional
projects include pevenne-

sharing models  for  infra-
structure upgrades, including
cnhancements to the North
Damnam  Corniche  amd  the
alrport road.

Ring Abdullah Financial

designs and
amart hous|ng
solutions. 5P

Disirded  also entersd Inio a
strategic partnership with loT
Sauared, focusing on advancing
the disirict’s smart cily infra-
sirectiure. This ocollaboration
will integrate Internet of Things
sodiitions to optimize rencaable
energy usape, smart grids, and
real-time incident management
within the KAFL area.

Cityscape Global 2024 s
being held at the Riyadh
Exhibition and Conference
Center In Mulham amd muns
through November 14, The
evenl, themed “The Folure of
Living," serves as a platform
for showcasing innovation and
collaboration in the real estate

and urban development sectors.

Miguel Hadehity Fiynoh

Sauncdl Arabea will nesd toconstruact
5000 homes amnually  over
the next =x vears to acddress the
demands of its growing pognila-
tion, acoording to new research by
FEnizht Frank.

In itz latest release, the real
estate consultancy firm empha-
kel that thas substantial increase
should fulfill the Kingdom's 70
percent homeownership target by
2000, up fom G457 pereent at the
end of 3023

Christopher Payne, partner and
chief economdst ot Kngcht Frank
MEMA, saick “The Kingdom aims
fey cresabe a nation of homeowTsers
with all the attendant benchits

that this brings, mncloding
ecovmic stabdlicy and stimeles,
westlth bublding, and community
engagement.”

An  active housing market
provides “greater choice, fexa-
bility, and resilience for the
Ringdom’s residents,” he added,

The report underscored the
collaborative  approach of  the
Ministry of Mundcipalities  aned
Hoassings and the Natsonal Housing
Ciox In working with both private

and international stakeholders
to deliver affordable and diverse
housing options

Il described this effort as "a
naftional housing program”™  that
will mobilize various pariners
(o ackdress both the demand and

REPORT

KRSA needs 115k new homes a year to

supply sides of the housing market.
Recent indtiatives inclode NHCS
parinerships, such as a deal with
Egypis Talaai Moustafa Group
ter bodled oaer 27000 homes, and
an agreecment with Chuna's CTTIC

Future phoass
af tha Fakiand

prragram will
anhance housing
afTordability and
avallabllity, His

Constructon Group to establish
an imustnal city for construction
materials.

Payme added: “MOMAH'S initla-
tves helpedd (o increase spending
on residential construction from

A5 percent of non-oil GDEP to 8.5
percent in 20227 Knight Frank
projected that &5 percent of the
anticipated S25.000 new homes
by 2060 will be driven by hotise-
okl formation rom  marrage,
while the remaining 35 peroent
will stem froen the Kingméom's goal
to elevate homeownership rates.
Adcitionally, it is noted that
“existing platforms™  will  be
utilized o ensure Saudi nationalks
have access 10 housing, reflecting
the ministrys aim to make
homeownership more acoessible
o a young, expanding population.
Further supporting this growth,
the governiment s Salani program,
biinched I 2007, has  helped
bow- and middle-income Fumilies

meet 2030 target

aceess housing through mortgage
puaraniess, lsan subsidies, and
reduced payments. Sakani has
facilitated over B00,0MK housing
comtracts, spanning  ready-made

homes,  sell-constroction,  and
ofT-plan wmits.
With a sigmificant portion of new

housing developments projected
in Riyvadh due to rising demand
from economic activity, KEnight
Frank noded that "urban centers
bk Hivadh” will play a cracial rode
i fulfilling the demamnd.

This trend = already evidend
m the capital's property values,
wihere apartment  prices  have
gurgedd by 62 percent, amd villa
prices by 37 percent over the Lt
three years,
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Property Prices

China mulls Uk grocery
slashing tax on inflation edges
home buying higher again

China is looking to slash
taxes on home purchases as
the government strengthens
fiscal surpport for its alling
real estate sector, a media
report said on Tuesday.
Regulators are preparing a
proposal that would enable
major cities such as Shanghai
andd Begjing to reduce the deed
tax for buyers to as bow as 1
percent from the curment leveld
of up to 3 percent, Bloomberg

Hritish shoppers faced
increased pressure on theds
buiclgzets st month after
grocery price inflation
eclged hikgher again, industiry
chata showed on Teesday.
Market researcher Rantar
sald anmual procery price
inflation was 1.5 percent
in the four weeks to Nov. 3,
having been 2 peroent in Lhe
previous four-weel period,
The data showed prices

e

AN

The airshow will showcase Bahrain's role as a hulb for Intemational serospace events and its growing role in driving reglonal growth and innovation, Supolod

Mohasmimad Al-Ringnl LMo

The Bahrain International
Alrshow 20024 Is polsed (o
elevate Bahrain's position
as i leader in the global
arrospace industry, foster
economic growth, and forge
vital industry partnerships.

Under the patronape of King
Hamad hin Isa Al-Khalifa, the
seventh biemnial event will take
place from Nov, 13 to 15 at Sakhir
Air Base, attracting key players
from the world's aviation, defense,
anel space sectorsThe alrshow will
b= grracestd By Crowm Prmce Salmian
bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, along with
prominent mtcrnational thooght
leaders and industry experts.

The event will feature dlscus-
shons on crtical topecs such as
systainability in aviation, cutting-
edge  technological  inmovations,
infrastructure  investment, space
operations,  gender  equality
m acrospace, and the fuiure
workforee challenges facing the
inchuastry,

Global participation

With the participation of both civil
and military aviation manufac-
turers, along with represeniatives
from the Gebds of ransportation,
telecommunications,  researnch,
and space exploration, BIAS 2024
will serve as a major platform for
global collaboration and lnowd-
edge exchange.

The airshow will also showease
Hahraim's robe a5 4 hnb for inter-
matkonal  aerospace  events  and
its growing imfuence m diving
regional gprowth and imnovatson.

The event will be hosted across a
viast 14,000-square-meter exhils-
ton Isakl, 40 lhisury chalets, ancd
an B O0Fsuare-meler  stabc
aircraft desplay area, Maor inter-
natbonal  exhibifors, including
Lockheed Martin,  Rolls-Royore,

AVIATION

Bahrain airshow sets stage
for aerospace partnerships

Event promises major deals, display of cutting-edge technologies

Thales, DITL, Indra Spain, Otolsar,
Defense Technology  Equip-
ment, and UAES Tawazan, will
present the latest i acrospace
and defense technologees, These
displays will provide attendees
with a fArsthand leok at the most
sitvanced technologies shaping
e Foriore of aviation and defense.
Bethirain's rode as a strategic player
in the semspace secltor has been
reinforced in recent vears through
sirnificant  investments amd
partherships that have propelled
e country's economic growth,

Economic insights
Actording o the  evenls

organizing committee, Bahrain®s
eross domestic product grew by
4.9 percent i 200238, the highest
rte since 200% This groavth ds
further sipported by an increass
in the performance of the non-ol
sectors, which expanded by L3
percent year on year, reaching 3.7
biblbom Bahiralni dinars (32 8 hillion)
in the second quarter of 2024,
These Agures reflect the ongoing
sucress  of Bahrains  economic
dhiversification  strategy, with the
non-odl sector contnbuting more
than 85 percent to the overall GD

For the first time, 13 compa-
nies fromy Europe, the 1S, China,
Malyysta, and Thatland special-
izing in airpor pround services
will participate in BIAS 2024,
This marks an expansion of the
arshows scope, mimducing
new players and expertise o the
event. Addiionally, imternational
aviation institotes will offer exduca-
thonal opportundties for attendees,
further enhancing  the event’s
value by inspiring the next genera-

tron of acrospace professionals.

Key features

The airshow will also Feature a
series of impressive aerial dispdays.
These nchude performances by
the Roval Bahraini Air Force’s

TTIGHLIGHTS

& The seventh biennial
event will take place from
Mow. 13 to 18 at Sakhir Air
Base, attracting key players
from the world's aviation,
defense, and space sectors.

& The event will feature
discussions on critical

topics such as sustainability
i aviation, innovations,
imfrastructure investment and
gender equality in asrospace.

& Major international exhibitors
will include Lockheed Martin,
Rolls-Royoe, Thales, DHL,
Indra Spaln, Otokar, Defense
Technology Equipment,

and UAE's Tawazan.

® For the first time, 13
companies from Europe,
the US, China, Malaysia
and Thailand specializing in
airport ground services will
participate in BIAS 2024,

Cogara Zodo by Bell, the Royval Saadi
Alr Foroes Tyvphoon and Saudi
Hawlks acrohatic display feams, as
well as the Glohal Stars, Boeing
Ta7-8, amed the Indian Air Forces
sarang helicopter team. These
high-flving  performances  will
shiowecase the techiecal capabil-
ties of both military and civilian
aircraft. captivating audicnoes and
cesmonstrating the precision and
skl of the world's top aviators.
Since its laomch in 2000, BIAS
has prown significantly in both
scale and prestige. Traditionally
held in January, the evenl was
moved to November in 2008 1o
better accommodate the needs
of participants and the broader
BETUEpACe community. The 2022
edition attracted over  SE.000
visitors from nearly 60 countrics,
with 186 cormpxinkes participating
and deals totaling £1.85 hillion. The

evend also featured 100 alreraflt on
statie display and was supporied
by 18 sponsors.

The final preparations for BIAS
202 were reviewed in a meeting
held two weeks ago, with Sheikh
Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Khalifa,
persondl representative of King
Hamadl amd chadriman of the BIAS
SUPIeme OrganiEing  comamittes,
confimming that evernvthing is in
place for the cvent.

Sheikh - Abdullah  emphasized
that the ongolng success of BIAS
refbects Bahradn® growing: robe as
a premier host for intermational
events andd highhghted the impor-
tance of conlinuing to organize
specialized aviation affairs. These
events not only help solidify the
aviatkon sector’s role as a key
ecommic growth driver but also
create  valuable  opportunities
for the youlh in mnovation and
development.

As part of its commitment o
engaging the next generation,
BIAS 2024 will host approxi-
mately 50400 studenis  from
public and private schools, These
students will have access 1o
the entertainment sone, where
they can enjoy daily air displays
and participate in educational
programs and workshops, These
initiatives are designed 10 spark
interest in aviation, science, and
technology, mspiring  future
careers in these felds. The
Supremds Organizing Commiites
for the event is chaired by Sheikh
Abhdullah bin Hamad Al-Khkalifa
and includes key figures such as
Shailkh Abdullah bin Ahmed bin
Abdullah Al-Ehalila, Bahradn's
newly appointed minister of
transportation and telecommu-
nications; Maj. Gen. Mohammed
Al-Musalam, commander of
Sakhir Alr Rase and head of the
military committee; and Yousif
Mahmoud, director general
ol BLAS,

MNews said, citing people

Familiar with the matter.
The property sector

has long accounted for

around a quarter of pross

domestic product.

AFP

are rising fastest in products
sypch as chillled soft drinks
and chocolate confectionery,
and falling fastest in Hems
sapch as tocthbrushes and
hotisehdd peper product s,
Reuters
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Tha total globnl energy
transition Investment toword
decarmonization nmountad
to $1.T8 trillilon In 20023,
which was a no'w record.
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Profiteers

CHRISTOPHER MARCQLUIS

In an age when business by privatizang profits and
lzaders profess dedication to socializing costs, says A reviow
principles of amvircnmantal published on goodreads.com.
and socal ustioa, Christophear By bringing to light ldeas that
Marquis' investigation into today are on the frings but

the: real costs of - rapidly makang their wany
doing business m{ﬁﬁ“ into the mainstream,
rEvesle them:,r I.|I:m;|ui|: outlines a few
that they gaslight to ST ceomnerative paradigm

evade responsibilitics n} for business in society.
- s WAL

Agriculture

France raises
wheat, malize

crop estimates

France's Farm Ministry on
Tuesday raksed s estimate
of the: countrys 2024 sall
wheat cutpail 1o 25.56 millon
metnc tonnes from 2543
million last mowth, still one
of the snsallest soft wheat
harvests since the 1980s,
Repeated heavy rain in
France, the ELls largest grain
prociucer, reduced plandings
and hampered development
of whieat crops. For maize,
harvesting of which is still
underway, the mindstry also
radsed] ifs projection of 20024
outpul, including crop grown

for seeds, to 1462 million tionnes

from k.47 mallion last month.
Reuters

Bulllan

Gxold hovers near
I-month low as
dollar strengthens

Lrodd ticked up on Tuesday but
hovered mear a one-month bow,
while investors awaited U5
eoonomuic data and comments
froan Federal Reserve officials
for further clarity on the
interest rate trajectory.

Spol gald rose 0.2 percent
at 53626107 per ounce by
0155 GMT, after hittmg
its boowest since Oct. 10 on
Monday, US godd futures rose
0.5 peroent to 52610,

The US dollar held near a
four-month high as investors
continued to pile into
trades seen as benefiting
from the incoming Donald
Tromp administration.
Reuters

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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TDF and Dusit partner to

WORLD TRAVEL MARKET 2024

elevate KSA's hospitality sector

As Sauchi Amabia confinues Lo
make tremendous stndes toward
becoming one of the world’s maost
attractive tourist destinations, the

Toumrisam Development Fund, the
matiomal enabler of the Kingodom?
bourtsm sector, has reaffirmed s
commitment o advancing the
imdustry. This was highlighted
by sigming an Moll with Dusit
[ntemational, one of Thailand’s
leading hotel and property devel-
apment companies,

Officially  announced  at
World Travel Market 2024 in
London, the Mol will see TDF
wiork closely with Dusit Inter-
national to develop a range
of  world-class  hospitality

progects in the Kingdom,

In line with Smli Vision
2050 and the National Tournsm
siratesy, the partnership is fully
geared  toward setting  Sawdd
Araban apart as a miust-visit desti-
nation distinguished by a hst-
class array of luxury hotels amd
resorts.

The Moll marks the latest
sep taken by TDF to transform
the Kingdom into a glohal hub
of Immersive tourism  expert-
ences, reiterating  the  funds
focws on effective and  truly
alipned partnership-building 1o
advance the Sand: tourism sector
and fulfill the Kingdoms poten-

il & a leading plaver on the

The Mol was offiolally announced at World Travel Market 2024 in London_

intermational lowrsm stage.
Benowned for ifs rich traddi-
tions, stunming  landscapes,
proasd  heritaze and  diverse
range of spiritnal  Sasdmarks
and historic sites, Saudi Arabia

15 home o some ol the s
cngaging tourist attractions in
the world Together with Dusit
International, TDF will call atten-
tion to these pleces of interest and

attract more visitors and travelers

to embsark on rewarding jouwrneys
and tounsl experences acrmnss
the Kingdom.

Dusai AlFakhn, TDFs CEO,
gaick: "This Mol? & a plvotal
milestone in our stralegy 1o
attract waorld-class partners and
creale distinctive and sustainable
fourism  destinations in Sandi
Arabi@m. We are pleased o be
collaborating with Dusit Interna-
tioral, whose expertise in haospi-
fality allgns perfecily with our
ambition tounlock the full poten-
tial of the Rimpdom’s tourism
sector. Together, we aim o shape
extraordinary destinations  that
will have a lasting positive impac

o the sector”

The Brtish Infermational School
Hivadh has parinered with NES,
3 saming-forused digital medis
company and subsidiary of Nesma
Holding Company, tooffer students
aocess o the mpadly evolving
world of esports. The partner-
ship will provide BISRs students
with hands-on cxpenence acmoess

key industry arcas such as zame

degipn, coaching, broadcasting,
competition management, and data
analysis,

The new parinership comes in
limee weith Sawhi Vision 20350, which
aims to diversify the Kingdom's
ecorHmy and create new jobs in
varous sectors, inclhwking esports.,
[t also supports the Nabonal
Gaming  and  Esports  Sirafegy,
which airms bo position Saudd Arabia
&= a giobal hub for gaming and
esporis by 2030,

Through this  collaboration,
BISK will imtroduce an extracur-
ricilar skills academy with a Focus
on csports, designed o upskall
sticlents across various arcas of
the mdustry. The prosram will also
lay the foundation for offering a
formal BTEC qualification by BISR
in the Arture, This marks a signifi-
cant mulestone 10 Saudl Arabila’s
ediucational  landscape,  further
contnbuting to  the upskilling
and development of the esporis

EDUCATIONAL INNOVATION

BISR empowers students with esports skills

industry in the region,

As part ol the program, students
will gain exposure o the Inmer
workings of the esports coosystem,
preparing them for future careers
in a field that s rapidly expanding
worldwide. NES will also assist in
degipning  state-of-the-at  esports
eaming labs ot BISR% Al-Hamira
campus, providing a  undgue
environment for students toexplore

their career paths in esports. The

flrst acthvity sesshor, which was hekd
on Ocl. 19, s enthusiastic partici-
pation, confimmimg the program’s
podenitial to engage students across
disciplines.

Teslim Olomowewe, BTEC lexd
il BISE, said: “By parinering with
NES, we are offering our studenis
a undgue opportunity 10 engiee
with the Puture of enterfainment
amd lechnodogy, This parinership
ned only empowers our studenis

with the skills they need for the
future, bul also positions BISR al
the foretront of educational mnova-
thon in Saudi Arabia. The initia:
tive reflects BISHs dedication to
providing students with a compire-
hensive education thal meets the
demands of modern industries”
Elie Honain, CEO at NES, salkd:
“Nesma B opmoid (o pariner with
BISR m support of Viston 20040 to
empower youth in the Ringdom.

Studesnts will

goln expoRure
to the Inner
workings of
the esports
sooaystem,
praparing
tham for future
GaRrsans in

a fiwld that

I8 rapédty
expanding
wiirldmidda.

This program offers stedents an
opporiunity 10 develop teamwork,
strategy, and leadership  skills
through competitive  gaming
Esporis  fosters commaumity  and
creativity, and we xm 10 create a
supportive environmeni where all
students can participate and grow:
We encourage students to join this
exciling Indtiative and help badld
1 vibranl esports comimaunity that
empsowers our vouth to thrve™

Dallah Hospital Al-Nakheel

Dallah Hospital Al-Nakbeel, a
healthcare institution located in
Rivadh, has announced its accred-
itationn by  Global  Healthcare
Accreditation for Medical Travel
services. This prestigious recog-
nition underscores the hospé-
tals unwavering commitment o
delivering exceptional care amd
services 1o both local and intes-
national patients, while alizning
with Saudi Arabia® Vision 2030
licalthcare transformation goals,

As part of Dallah Healthcare,
one of the country's most promi-
nent healthcare proups, Dallah
Hospital Al-Nakhes!  integrates
medical  travel inte s core
strategy o establish itscll as a
premier destination for patients
seeling specialized medical care
in the region.

"We are immensely proud ol
achieving OGHA  accreditation,”
said D Salnh R Elfagih, chief
medical officer at Dallah Health.

MEDICAL EXCELLENCE

achieves Global Healthcare Accreditation

“"This prestigious  recognibion
not only validates our ongoing
efforis to enhance patient safety
and care bul also positions us as
a key plaver in the global medical
travel market. GHA accreditation
provides us with a framework
e continuwously improve our
services lor intermational patents
and benchmark ourselves against
the worlds best. The nporous
accreditation process has alresdy
vielded valuable insigzhts, helping

us refine our processes  and
elevate the overall patient experi-
ence, We see this as a significant
sbep in our jourmey 1o becoming
i beadding international healtheare
destination.”™

The GHA accreditation prooess
invalved a  comprehensive
of-site review ol the hospitals
policies, procedures, and patient
care protocols, foousing on the
paticnt’s medical travel journey
and safety. The accreditation seal

demonstrates that Dallah Hospital
has impbemented  procedures
desigmed to mitigate misks and
enhance the patient experiendce
thiowghout the entire medical
travel continum.

Benée-Marke  Stephano, CEG
of Global Healthcare Accredita-
thon, sk “GHA congratulates
Dallah Hospital Al-Nakheel and its
leadership for their unmwavering
commdtment to excellence and
the well-being of their patients”

Corporate
Briefs
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Milestono

Citi celebrates

Citi coommemorated its G0th
anniversary in the UAE with
an cxchosive event in the
presence of CEC Jane Fraser,
attended by the bank's glohal
and local executives as wiell
A= many government, busi-
ness, and industry leaders in
the UAE.

Citl's parinership with
the UAE started on Jan. 25,
1564, when Citd, then called
the First Mational City Bank,
apened its first branch in
Drulxad, followed by Aba Dha-
bi in 1971, becomimg the first
Amertcan bank to establish a
presence in the country,

Ebirui Pakcan, Middle
East and Africa cluster and
banking head, said: “Our
long-standing relationship
with the TTAE 15 a testament
to our strong and ongoing
commitment to this thriving
market”

Partnership
Mastercard joins
Buna for faster

payments

Businesses and consumers
paying into and out of the
Middle East and North Africa
region will benefit from
Fgter, cheaper and more
transparent cross-border
payments through a first-
of-its-kind public-private
collaboration between Mas-
teresrd and Buna, the frst
regional payvment system in
the Arab world.

The codlaboration will see
Mastercard poin Buna'’s crmss-
horder payment systems as a
direct participant. The collaks-
ration will provide a simple,
effbclent and practical soluthon
b current challenges that
inchude high costs, long wait
Hmes and lack of transparency
when moving funds into and
oul of the MENA region,

Cybercrime
Kaspersky
supports Interpol
operation

As a firm acdviocate [or a
codlaborative approach 1o
combating cvbercrime,
Haspersky has contributed
to Interpod's global Opera
ton Synergia 1 to dismapt
cyberthreats such as targeted
phishing, ranscmware, and
imformation steakers, The

Jodnt effort brought together

privaie sector partners and
law enforcement agencies
e 85 Interpod member
conartries, resulting i the
identification of more than
100 suspects, with 41 of them
being arrested.



Mtalian Mateo Monassero will tee it up ot

the World Tour Championship Thursday in
Dubnl, lsoking to cap hils career ravival,
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FFEFL MENA CHAMPFIONSHIFS

Saudi Al-Qahtani,

Jordan's Alhyasat face off in
featherweight main event

Ringdom’s star Hattan Alsail back in action as part of a
showcase featuring former champions and No. | contenders

Arab Mews F ol

The Professional Fighters
League, in parinership
with the Ministry of Sport
and the Saudi Mixed
Martial Arts Federation,
on Tuesday unvelled the
full card for the 2024 PFL
MENA Championships,
which takes place on

Nov. 29 at King Saud
University In Rivadh.

The I'FL MENAS inausural season
haes pesachied dts conchusson and four
champicms will be crowned — in the
welterweizhi, Hghtweight, feather-
wielghit and bantamseetehit divisions.

Thas |'i|-.'|r|1[|:-|:-|1'-.|1ljl B creating
a pathway for athletes from the
rmegion o compete in the PFL
Lz bovbal Season.

The main event in the feather-
wetght division will have Jordans
Abdalrahman  Allvasal  (5-0)
laking on Sauch Arabia’s Abgullah
Al-Cahtani (H-2),

In the co-mam evenl, the
welterweight title wall be decided
between  Kowait's  Mobhammad
Alagraa 700 amdd Egvpts Omar
El-Dafrawy (12-6),

Al Bantamweghit,
Takeh {1-} mweets  Morooco’s
Rachid El-Hazoums (15-3) anmd
in the lightweight division the
title fight will be between Trans
Modsen Mohammadsedls (6-2) and
Lebanon's Georges Eid (10-4

All champdonship bouts at PFLL
MENA will be bve, hve-mmuote
rourkds, and for the firsl tme in
the history of the PFL Champion
ships, striking with elbows will be
albonwed

In addition to the champdonship
hzhts, undefealed Sawdi Arabia
star Hattun Alsaif will be in action
arainst Almeria’s Lilia Csmani.

There will also be five showease
bouts  laking place  inchading
formier Bellator Waordd Grand Prix
participant  Mansour  Barmaoud

Irag™ Al

Mbsdullab &l-Cuhtaxni will foature
in tha featherwolght maln event.

ana of the champlorship bouts
I Ffour dhvislone AF P

t21-6 facing England’s Alhe Danas
(=411

Alsa, Tunisia's Slin Trabelst (700
battles England’s Abraham  Bahly
-0, aned 20023 PFL Fesytherwengi
titlist Jesns Minedo (246-10 will
Fce forrmer Bedlator featherwetgin

oomtemnder Jeremy Rennody (19-44

In addittion, Frances Assel
Adjoud)j 8-1) tangles with Ameri-
Cas Jose Pereg (811

Opentng the card will be a
muidlewergit battle  between
Costello van Steenis (153 and
Brazls Joao Dantas (7-1L

Full PFL. MENA Championships
carek:

Featherweisht  chanypbonshipe
Abdelrabman  Allyasat 5400 vs

Abddullah Al-Qahiani (9-21
Welterweight  championship:
Mohammad Alagraa 7-0) vs
Omar El-Dafrawacy 012-6),

Armuifeur Women's Alomwe gl

Bout: Hafttan Alsaif wvs. Lilia
Csmami.
Bantamweizht chamgion-

ship: AH Taleb 131} vs. Rachicd
El-Hazourmee (.55

Lightweight  championship:
Miohsen Mohammadsedfi (6-1) v

Creorpes Exd (10-4

Showease Fighis:

Lizhtweight: Mansour Bamaoui
C21-6} vk, Alfle Davis (7411

Heavywedght: Shim Trabelsi 7-00
vs. Abraham Habdy (5-01),

Featherweight:  Jesus  Pinedo
[23-6-1) va_Jeremy Kennedy (18-4),

Featherweight: Asael Adjoud)
13-11 v, Jose Pepes (03-]0,

Middleweighi: Cosiello wvan
Sbeenas (-3 va. Joao Danias G7-11,

MARTIAL ARTS

Commando Group dominate Abu Dhabi World Amateur Jiu-Jitsu Championship

Arnb Mews A Dnah

The UAE's Commando Group
have emerged victorions at
the Abu Dhaki Waorld Amwateu
Jin-Jiiz1 [,'IL:|||||||:||:|.'-;||:i;:-_ whilch
15 i par of the MGth Abu Drhald
Waorld Professional  Jio-Jitsu
Championship.

Athletes aged 30 and ahove
competed fn the ble- and white-
belt divisions on Monday, with
Commando Group building on
their previous days suecess with
an impressive performance,

Brazil’sCheclkkmat International
ended secomd], with Razakhstan
National Academy in thind. This
vear's amateur category compe-
titions had a sipnificant increase
i ]|:|11:||'i;1..1!:|.ll|.

Mubarak Saleh Al-Menhal,
dirtector of the technical
department at the UAE
Jin-Jitsas Federation,

sl the high twrmoul

Champlonship conoluded on
Monday ndght at Mulbocdals
direna, LAE L F

cletmanst Fates flan-gitsus
erowing local and international
populanty,

Al-Menbkali
championship

added that the
sliawy that

J-Jetsii “Transcends e N

expernicoce, umniling  evervond
through shared passion.

“This aligms with the feder
ation's mission to promote

the spaort into daily life,
encouraging personal
growth and fostering
sedf-improvement for all

the Incorporation ol

practitioners” One of the fuests
of honor, Amal Abdul Qadir
Al-Afifi, secretary general of the
Khalifa Award for Education,
gaidd the champonship “reflects
Ay Dhabi™  commiiment o
elevaling s sports  landscape
and showcases how the capatal

has omerged a5 a4 Flobal
gpeoris huh”
ghe commended the UAE

Jii-htsu Federalion for creatimg
a sports platform that enables
athletes of all ages o hone

their skills,

N
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NEA

Mitchell fires
Cavsito I12-0
with Bulls win

Dromovan Mitchedl scored a
season-likgh 36 poinds, andd
the Clevieland Cavaliers beal
the Chucago Bulls 119-115 on
Monday night to become the
eighth NBA team 1o begin a
seisodt with 12 steakght wins.

Drarius Garland scored I7
points for Clevelamnd, amd Evan
Mobley had 15 points and
i rebounds. The Cavaliers
grored at least 110 podnts for
thie Lith time,

Garland rolled in a layup
with 24 secomds left, and
Michell made two free throws
b help close it oul, AP

‘Match of the Day'
Linekeris

leaving BBC
soccer show

Former England striker Gary
Lineker, the BRC™s highesi-
Pl presenter, will steq
clovwn Iroam his mole on s
fapship soccer show Match
of the Day.

Lineker will finish up at the
enid of the season. The Sun
newspaper reporied he will
also leave the BBC entirely
alter the 2026 World Cup,
The &3-vear-old Lineker
carns £1,35 milbon (517 mil
lion} a year and has hosted
Match of the Day since 19849,

e has coarried contro-
versy over his political views
batt has remained hugely
popilar. AP

zalf

Manassero looks
(o cap career
revival in Dubai

Matteo Manassero quit godl
Five vears ago at the age of 26,
bormeented by a sport Wwith i
Eave him so many highs but
wis no longer making him
Foel happy.

Omn Sunday, he couldd punch
a teket to play across the
Atlant: on the locrative PGA
Tour and be back in the big
timne, where so many think his
game belongs,

The 3l-year-old Italian will
lsok to cap his career revival
this week by becoming one
al 10 players from the Eurn-
pean tour bo be eligible (o
claim dual membership and
A PGA Tour card for the 20055
seaqon. AP

Follaw Arub News
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Megnn For and Machine Gun Kelly ors

appocting their first child together.
Fox announced her pregnancy on

soclal media this week, sharing a

photo of her baby burmp adongside a
positive pragnancy test,

TheSix

Sharing stories

Here are six anthors who will
presenl thedr work at the
Emirates Airline Festival of
Literature in Dubai from Jan.
20 - Feb 3. These literary figures
explore themes of cross-cultural
integration and identity,

Faisal J. Abbas

The Sawdi author will speak
about his book “Anecdotes of an
Arab Anglophile,” charting the
story of a personal pourmey fmom
Anglophobe to Anglophile in this
odle to the British capital.

Nadhim Lahawi

The Iracg-harn British formes
poditician will talk about
his memoir *The Boy from
Baphdad."

Hala Gorani

Emmy-winning LS Syrian
Journalist Hala Gorani wall
cli=cuss “ But You Don't Look
Arab,” a chronicle of her career
and her search for belonging.

<

Abraham Yerghese

The US-Indian author, whoss

work 15 Enown for traversing

miational borders, will discuss
“The Covenant of Water”

™

Loulla hatouh

The author will hring to the
slage her new boolk, "As Long
as the Lemon Trees Grow," a
coming-of-age novel set during
Syria's civil war.

Safiva Sinclalr

The Jamaican author will
share insights on her memoir,
“How to Say Babylon,™ a tome
exploring themes of identity,
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amphfymg our

voices, Miss Universe

Saffiyn Arnsard Dunal

Miss Lebanon Nada
Koussa Is preparing

Lo compele at the Miss
Universe pageant in
Mexico on Nov. 16 and
she told Arab News why
she is participating
while her conntry Is
“enduring unimaginable
sullering”™ under Israel’s
bombardment.

The: Miss Uniiverse coampetition
has contestants from more than
130 countries competing. with
Romissa ameomg a hanciul of candi-
dates from the Middic East.

"Representing Lebanon on
the international stape ks always
important, and i becomes even
more crcial in times of crsas,”
she sad.

Isracls attacks on Lebanon have
killed more than 3,000 people
in the 15 months of fighting
long the border, according Lo
the Lebanese Ministry of Pulblic
Health on Nov, 5.

“Af first, T hesitated, as T Fedl
keaving would mean siepping
away from my humanitarian work
— supporting displaced individ-
wals and providing psychodoglecal
adel ina sehools and shelters,

“However, by participating
in the Miss Universe compet-
tkon, 1 am amiplifying our voices
a5 Lehanese people who are
enduring unimaginable suffering”
the contestant explained in a
written response from Mexiono,

INTERVIEW

Feonassa huks from the village
of Rahbed in Lebanon and has
A miaster's degree i clinical
paychobosy,

She was crowned Miss
Lebanon in July by a judging
pane] consisting of eight women:
actress Razane Jammal, mode]
aned [ashion blogger Nour Aricla,
intersor designer Diane Ghandor,
mele] and socialite Georgina
Hizk, Dr. Petra Khoury, socialite
Paola Fharaon Rizk, TV presentes
Rava Abdrached and restaurateus
Mireille Havek

Roussa hopes to use the Miss
LI verse siage to hkghlight the
importance of mental health,
especially during times of cnsis
and conflict.

“Lehanon has endured many
hardships, and 1 am dedicated
lia raising awareness aboud the
need for psychodogical sapport
for those affected by trauma,” she
explained.

“Since the onset of the conflict, 1
have focused on providing mental
health supypeort to famdlies most
|mpacted, visiting sclsols o assist

bath children and adults” she
aclchecl

Foussa joins Miss Exypt Logina
Lalah amdd Miss Bahrain Shereen
Ahmed from the Arab world. All
three are currently in Mexioo on
a promaotional tour before the
pageant kicks off this week,

Miss Lebanon Moda Koussa is
preparing te compete in tha Miss
Universe pagoant this wesk
Gatty Froapes
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¥iola Davis

RSIFF

Viola Davis
lo be honored

al Red Sea
Film Fest

Afshan Azliz Jsd-ah

Academy Award-winning actress
arw] prodhecer Viela Davis ancd
Egyvptian star Mona Zaki will e
homored at this vesr's Red Sea
Inlernational Filin Fedival in
Jevldah, set to ran fom Dec, 5-14
under the theme *The New Home
of Film.”

Jeddah's newly inaugurated
Citltwre Square in Al-Balad 1=
thvt: mann vene for this vear's
festivithes.

At a press conference this week,
Mohammed Asserd, HSIFF Actinge
CEC, saick “The new venue in
Jeddah's historic distrect blends
mockern design with rich history”

Adctressing the challengges
regional himmakers ace in
breaking into the international
soene, Shivani Pandya Malhotra,
managing director of the BRSIFF,
ermpiasized the Importance of
telling authentic regional stores

“We believe in the power of
Il stories andd are commibined
fo giving himmakers the platiorm
to share theme Through Red Sea
Labhs and the Souk, we provide
siructure, pitch opportunities,
and conmect filmmakers with
pternational bayvers, distribators,
and sales agents,” she said.

BSIFF 2024 will open with
“The Tale of Daye's Family,” an
Egypitan-Sawdl co-production
directed by Karim Shenawy.

Johnny Depp-chirected " Maodi,
Three Thys on the Wing of
Madness” will be this vear's
Avards Night Gala bim while
the fourth edition's closing film
will be “Better Man,” directed by
Michael Gracey.

In addditbon to these highlights,
the festival will present such
films= as "Maria,” directed by
Pabdo Larrain and starring
Angelina Jolie as opera star Maria
Calas, and “We Live in Time,”
featuring Florence Pugh and
Andrew Garfield,

Emirates Airline Festival of Literature announces 2025 lineup

Shynma Krishna Kwemar Duabo

The Emirates Airline Festival of
Literature organizers announdced
the Hneup of award-winning
anthors and speakers for fis 2025
edition on Tuesday.
The annual literary event,
sl to take place from Jan. 28 to
Feh, 3, will run uncler the theme
“Where Staries Happen,”
Inciucked in the Dneup are
Nobel Prize laureate Abdul-
rasik Gurnali, Emmy Award-

| winning journah=t Hala Gorand,

Aabestintan chel and hoteller Fadl

Rattan, and auwthor and tlustrator
of the popular “Ddary of a Wimpy

Kid™ series Jell Rinney,

Chaser to hommee, Saudi author

Tha Emirates
Alriline
Festlval of
Litaratiere
revealed its
2025 aurthor
lineup an
Tussday.

&N Fhoin

Faksal 1. Abbas will talk aboaat
his new book, “Anecdotes of an
Arab Anglophile,” a witty amd
thoughtfal take an what bt s ke

beaniian Arab i London.,

“With evervihing going on in
the world, now maore than ever,
we need stornes. We need human
connection. We need 1o come
together in the sanctuary of
dreams"" Tamreez Inam., head of
programiming, todd Arab News

"The festival welcomes people
wwho want to dream and imagine
a world that celebrates owm
shared humanity and offers a
place where people can tell their
own stories, find themselves in
ollver sfories and connect at that

very human bevel, And 1 think

that's why the 20025 festival is so
important; it's needed more than
ever now,” she added

Dania Droabi, the festival’s
chief operating officer, revealsd
that the eveni will also host an
international youth program,

"We have 15 university
students from around the world
coming ... they are golng to be
here 1o meet with andther 1540
Iroamn the UAE-based universities,
and they 're here (o ... pariicipale
i These discusstons, becanse the
vourth are the futore,”



