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SCIENCE

New research into a chemical produced by a
caterpillar fungus that has shown promise as a
possible cancer treatment has revealed how it
interacts with genes to interrupt cell growth
signals. The chemical Cordycepin, interrupts the
cell growth signals that are overactive in cancer,
an approach that could be less damaging to
healthy tissues than most currently available
treatments. Cordycepin is converted to
cordycepin triphosphate, and this molecule was
found to directly a�ect cancer cells.

Caterpillar fungus can slow
down growth of cancer cells

Older people who are sleepy during the day or
lack enthusiasm for activities due to sleep issues
may be more likely to develop a syndrome that
can lead to dementia. People with the syndrome
have a slow walking speed and have some
memory issues, although they do not have a
mobility disability or dementia. Called motoric
cognitive risk syndrome, the condition can occur
before dementia develops. The study does not
prove that these sleep-related issues cause the
syndrome, it only shows an association.

Daytime sleepiness may be
tied to dementia syndrome

In 79 CE, the active volcanic system in southern
Italy known as Somma-Vesuvius erupted, burying
the small Roman town of Pompeii and everyone
in it. Now, ancient DNA collected shows that
individuals’ sexes and family relationships do not
match traditional interpretations formulated
largely from modern-day assumptions — an adult
wearing a golden bracelet and holding a child,
traditionally interpreted as a mother and child,
were an unrelated adult male and child.

DNA evidence of people
buried in volcanic eruption 

SNAPSHOTS
�

Did the world’s
best-preserved dinosaurs
really die in
‘Pompeii-type’ events?

By the 1990s, it was clear
that the so-called Yixian
Formation contained
uniquely well-preserved
remains of dinosaurs,
birds, mammals, insects,
frogs, turtles and other
creatures. Unlike the
skeletal and often
fragmentary fossils
unearthed in most other
places, many animals
came complete with
internal organs, feathers,
scales, fur and stomach
contents. It suggested
some kind of sudden,
unusual preservation
process at work. The
leading hypothesis for the

perfect fossils up to now
has been sudden burial by
volcanism, perhaps like
the waves of hot ash from
Mt. Vesuvius that
entombed many citizens of
Pompeii in A.D. 79. The
Yixian deposits have been
popularly dubbed the
“Chinese Pompeii”.
Though the Pompeii idea
is highly appealing, a study
says it is totally wrong.
Instead, the study says the
creatures were preserved
by more mundane events
including collapses of
burrows and rainy periods
that built up sediments
that buried the dead in
oxygen-free pockets. 

Question Corner

Not volcanism

Readers may send their questions /
answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in

A study published in the
journal Frontiers of Medi-
cine has found an associa-
tion between the inactivat-
ed COVID-19 vaccine
CoronaVac from Sinovac
Biotech and immune
thrombotic thrombocyto-
penic purpura (TTP). The
study presents two cases of
TTP occurring after the ad-
ministration of the vac-
cine, highlighting the po-
tential association between
this type of vaccine and

TTP. The article also pro-
vides an analysis of TTP in-
cidence in the Nanjing area
of China, suggesting a pos-
sible correlation between
COVID-19 vaccination and
the occurrence of TTP. 

The �rst case details a
23-year-old female who de-
veloped symptoms of TTP
three days after receiving
her second dose of Corona-
Vac. Initially presenting
with dizziness and weak-
ness, her condition pro-
gressed to include throm-
bocytopenia, anaemia,

elevated lactate dehydro-
genase (LDH), and hydrox-
ybutyrate dehydrogenase
(-HBDH) levels, with furth-
er deterioration indicated
by decreased platelet
count, haemoglobin levels,
and the presence of schis-
tocytes in peripheral blood
smears. Her condition im-
proved following the intro-
duction of glucocorticoids,
plasma exchange, and ri-
tuximab, with a gradual re-
turn to normal values for
ADAMTS13 antigen and in-
hibitory antibodies. 

The second case in-
volves a 45-year-old female
who experienced fever and
muscle soreness �ve days
after her second dose of
CoronaVac. She presented
with high fever, haemato-
logical abnormalities,
acute renal failure, and
thrombocytopenia. She
was �nally diagnosed with
TTP based on the presence
of schistocytes in peripher-
al blood smears and signif-
icantly low ADAMTS13 le-
vels. Treatment with
plasma exchange and glu-

cocorticoids led to her
recovery.

Incidence rates
The study also examines a
series of TTP cases from 14
hospitals in the Nanjing
area, showing an increase
in TTP incidence from
2019 to 2022 that may be
related to COVID-19 vacci-
nation. The data suggests
that while TTP is rare —
about one new case per
million — the incidence
rates increased in years fol-
lowing the initiation of CO-

VID-19 vaccination cam-
paigns. It is hypothesised
that the increase in TTP
cases could be associated
with the vaccines, alth-
ough a direct causal link is
not established.

The report delves into
the potential mechanisms
by which COVID-19 vac-
cines could trigger TTP, fo-
cusing on the autoimmune
response that may cross-
react with ADAMTS13,
leading to its de�ciency
and subsequent TTP deve-
lopment. 

Inactivated COVID-19 vaccine CoronaVac associated with TTP 
The Hindu Bureau

M
ore than 10
years without
any H5N1
case, Cambo-

dia suddenly witnessed a
spurt of H5N1 cases in hu-
mans, with 16 cases report-
ed between February 2023
and August 2024 caused by
A/H5 clade 2.3.2.1c viruses.
If the sudden spurt in cases
was already concerning, 14
cases were caused by a no-
vel mixing or reassortment
of A/H5N1 virus. The reas-
sortment was due to mix-
ing of the gene segments
from clade 2.3.2.1c known
to circulate in Southeast
Asia with the newer
2.3.4.4b clade that has
spread globally.

Investigations found
that three human cases
were in contact with sick
poultry or bird drop-
pings. Till date, three
deaths caused by the reas-
sortant virus have been re-
ported. However, no hu-
man-to-human spread has
been reported till date.

In a preprint, which is
yet to be peer-reviewed,
posted on November 5, a
team led by the Pasteur In-
stitute in Cambodia pu-
blished a detailed genetic
analysis of the novel H5N1
reassortant, which yielded
new details on the spillover
timeline and emphasised
the need for stepped-up
surveillance.

For each human case, a
collaborative One Health
investigation was conduct-
ed, which was able to link
the human cases to infect-
ed poultry through rapid
whole genome sequenc-
ing. The rapid assessment
through genome sequenc-
ing and linking the human
cases to poultry enabled
rapid response and control
measures. 

Clade 2.3.2.1c viruses in
poultry were �rst reported

in Cambodia in March 2014
and one human case
caused by this clade the-
reafter was also reported
from Cambodia. The clade
2.3.2.1c viruses continued
to circulate since 2014. Ho-
wever, clade 2.3.4.4b virus-
es were �rst detected in
live bird markets in Cam-
bodia in 2021, co-circulat-
ing with clade 2.3.2.1c
viruses.

There were two spillov-
ers to humans, with the
�rst occurring in February
2023 involving clade
2.3.2.1c viruses when two
related individuals were
detected and death of one
person. The second spil-
lover to humans began in
October 2023. Between
October 2023 and the end
of August 2024, Cambodia
has reported 14 cases with
six deaths. The second spil-
lover is marked by a novel
reassortant virus.

According to the auth-
ors, the exact origins of
this reassortment are still

unclear. However, the reas-
sortment has very likely
been “facilitated by high-
density poultry farming,
wild bird migration, and
cross-border poultry
trade in the region, high-
lighting the ongoing risk of
zoonotic transmission in
Southeast Asia”.

Apparently, after the
emergence of the novel
reassortant genotype, the
clade 2.3.2.1c is no longer
in circulation in poultry in
Cambodia. “Novel reassor-
tant replaced the circulat-
ing 2.3.2.1c clade in Cam-
bodian poultry,” Jurre Y.
Siegers, from the Institut
Pasteur du Cambodge,
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
and the �rst author of the
preprint said in a post in X
(formerly Twitter). “All
available data suggest hu-
man infections are attri-
buted to direct poultry-to-
human transmission, with
no evidence of human-to-
human spread.”

Phylogenetic analysis of

the HA gene segment un-
dertaken by the research-
ers reveals that all A/H5 vi-
ruses sequenced from
human cases belong to
clade 2.3.2.1c. According to
the authors, the virus res-
ponsible for the February
2023 case in humans was
closely related to clade
2.3.2.1c A/H5N1 viruses
that has been circulating in
Cambodian poultry and
wild birds since 2013.

Signi�cant divergence
But since October 2023,
the hemagglutinin (HA) se-
quences from both hu-
mans and poultry in Cam-
bodia displayed signi�cant
divergence from earlier
Cambodia strains. “These
HA genes clustered with
two duck samples from
Vietnam during July and
August 2023, and were de-
rived from a sublineage of
clade 2.3.2.1.c continuous-
ly detected in Laos during
October 2020 and May
2023,” they write. “Togeth-

er, this indicates an intro-
duction of a sublineage of
clade 2.3.2.1c viruses with
a common ancestor detect-
ed in poultry in Vietnam
and Laos, but the exact in-
troduction pathway can-
not be pinpointed due to
gaps in available surveil-
lance data.”

Though the phenotypic
contributions of newly in-
troduced clade 2.3.4.4b in-
ternal gene segments have
yet to be elucidated, the
presence of certain amino
acid mutations in both hu-
man and poultry viruses in
the gene segment of
2.3.4.4b suggests en-
hanced capacity for mam-
malian infection, they
note. “To better under-
stand the zoonotic risk that
these viruses pose, further
risk assessment in silico, ex
vivo, in vivo, and in vitro is
critical. In addition, the de-
tection of the PB2 627K
mutation in the novel reas-
sortant genotype in poul-
try is also a concern, as it
may become established in
widespread circulation,”
they caution. The PB2
627K mutation is associat-
ed with increased mamma-
lian adaptation and air-
borne transmission in
ferrets. This underscores
the need for close monitor-
ing of the novel reassortant
genotype for signs of in-
creased mammalian
adaptation.

This makes it critical to
carry out sustained surveil-
lance of avian in�uenza vi-
rus circulation in poultry
and wild birds, particularly
in high-risk regions like
Southeast Asia. Simultane-
ously, awareness pro-
grammes to reduce human
exposure to infected poul-
try is paramount. Also im-
portant is building aware-
ness about safe handling
practices, and encouraging
early healthcare seeking
behaviour, says Dr. Siegers.

Why Cambodia’s H5N1 reassortant
virus needs close monitoring 

The Hindu Bureau

All available data suggest human infections caused by the reassortant virus are attributed to direct poultry-to-human

transmission, with no evidence of human-to-human spread 

In March 2018, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi set
an ambitious goal of “elim-
inating” TB by 2025, �ve
years ahead of the United
Nations Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals (SDG) dea-
dline set for 2030. Mr. Mo-
di reiterated the
government’s goal of
“eliminating” TB by 2025
even in March 2023 while
inaugurating the One
World TB Summit 2023 in
Varanasi.

The SDG targets for
2030 is 90% reduction in
TB deaths compared with
2015 and 80% reduction in
TB incidence compared
with 2015. As per WHO’s
post-2015 End TB Strategy,
compared with 2015, coun-
tries are required to meet
the 2025 milestones of re-

ducing TB deaths by 75%,
and reducing TB incidence
rate by 50%. But as per the
WHO Global TB Report
2024 and the India TB Re-
port 2024 released a few
days ago, India will not be
able to even meet the 2025
milestones set by the WHO
End TB Strategy, let alone
achieving the ambitious
goal of “eliminating” TB by
2025.

According to the India
TB Report 2024, the TB in-
cidence rate in India in
2015 was 237 per 1,00,000
population and the mortal-
ity rate was 28 per
1,00,000 population in
2015. According to
the WHO global TB report
2024, the TB incidence
rate for India in 2023 was
195 per 1,00,000 popula-
tion. It was 199 per
1,00,000 in 2022. In the

case of TB mortality, the
rate was 22 per 1,00,000
population in 2023, down
from 23 per one lakh in
2022. As per the WHO re-
port, the TB incidence rate
in India had reduced by
18% between 2015 and
2023, while the reduction
in the total number of TB
deaths between 2015 and
2023 was only 24%. Since

the End TB Strategy 2025
milestone requires 75% re-
duction in the total num-
ber of TB deaths and 50%
reduction in TB incidence,
India has to reduce the TB
death rate from 28 per
1,00,000 in 2015 to seven
per 1,00,000 by 2025 and
the TB incidence rate from
237 per 1,00,000 in 2015 to
118.5 per 1,00,000 by 2025.

Not only will India fail to
“eliminate” TB by 2025, it
will not even be able to
meet even the End TB Stra-
tegy 2025 milestones for
TB incidence and the total
number of TB deaths.

Worse, even in 2023, In-
dia has not met the 2020
milestones of the End TB
Strategy for both TB inci-
dence and deaths. As per
the End TB Strategy target
for 2020, there should
have been a 35% reduction
in the number of TB deaths
compared with 2015 and
20% reduction in TB inci-
dence rate compared with
2015. With only 24% reduc-
tion in the total number of
TB deaths and 18% reduc-
tion in TB incidence bet-
ween 2015 and 2023, India
has not even met the 2020
milestones for TB deaths
and TB incidence even

three years after the 2020
target date.

India did not meet the
‘elimination’ targets set for
2023 by the India’s Nation-
al Strategic Plan for TB
elimination: 2017-2025 re-
port published in 2017 —
reducing the estimated TB
incidence rate per lakh
population to 77, and re-
ducing the estimated TB
deaths per 1,00,000 popu-
lation to six.

Despite the very slow
progress in reducing TB in-
cidence and deaths and far
from “eliminating” TB by
2025, a November 5 PIB re-
lease says India achieved a
“noteworthy 17.7% decline
in TB incidence from 2015
to 2023, a rate that is over
twice the global average
decline of 8.3%”, as report-
ed by the WHO Global TB
Report 2024.

India will fail to meet 2025 TB ‘elimination’ target 

Lagging: Even in 2023, India has not met the 2020 milestones of the

End TB Strategy for both TB incidence and deaths. GETTY IMAGES
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FAQ

The story so far:

T
he government is still gauging the impact
of a decision by the U.S. Treasury
department to impose sanctions on 19

Indian entities among nearly 400 companies,
mainly for supplying “dual-use” technologies to
Russia. In addition, the Bureau of Industry and
Security run by the U.S. Commerce Department
added 40 companies including �ve from India
for re-exporting goods and parts to Russia that
were imported from the U.S.

Why are recent U.S. sanctions signi�cant?
Since April 2021, when U.S. President Joe Biden
passed an executive order (E.O. 14024) on
“Blocking Property With Respect To Speci�ed
Harmful Foreign Activities of the Government of
the Russian Federation”, the U.S. has sanctioned
hundreds of companies from more than 20
countries worldwide for supplies and sales to
Russia, including some from India. But on
October 30, the U.S. Department of Treasury
invoked the E.O. to sanction 19 Indian entities,
including companies and individuals for
providing “dual-use” technologies to Russia and
other deals with Russian companies calling
them “Third-Country Sanctions Evaders”. The
companies, mostly based in Delhi, Uttar

Pradesh,
Bengaluru and
Hyderabad, are
reputable,
well-established
companies dealing
in technological
manufacturing,
with some even
holding
government
contracts. These
companies will

now be on a U.S. “blacklist”, have assets or
funds in the U.S. frozen, and face travel bans.

How has the Indian government responded? 
The Ministry of External A�airs (MEA) has been
fairly muted on the action by the U.S., which is
likely to cost Indian companies millions of
dollars in contracts and legal appeals. When
asked during a brie�ng, Ministry of External
A�airs spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that
the MEA had “seen reports of U.S. sanctions”,
but declined to comment on whether this was
discussed between U.S. National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan and NSA Ajit Doval, who
spoke a day later. The MEA said the companies
were “not in violation of Indian laws”, and
pointed out that the government was trying to
“clarify issues”. “India has a robust legal and
regulatory framework on strategic trade and
non-proliferation controls,” Mr. Jaiswal said,
referring to India’s membership of key
non-proliferation export control regimes such as
the Wassenaar Arrangement, Australia Group
and the Missile Technology Control Regime.

What else can India do?
India does not recognise unilateral sanctions by
the U.S. or any other country, following only
those sanctions imposed by the UN. However, as
India-U.S. high-tech trade increases, the U.S.’s
strictures will have an increasing impact on both
Indian companies and the government’s moves.
According to the MEA, Indian agencies are
already “sensitising” Indian companies on the
new measures being implemented by the U.S.
that could impact them. The government could
also increase measures to sanction-proof those
Indian companies doing business with Russia,
by building more structural banking
mechanisms, and facilitating payments in
national currencies, as have been explored for
re�neries procuring Russian oil, diamond
processing units and other sectors where the
U.S. and EU sanctions have been the most
stringent. Eventually, rejecting any U.S. decision
will come at the cost of bilateral ties, and the
government will have to evaluate the
cost-bene�t calculus on whether to accept U.S.’s
moves, or to react more strongly to sanctions.

Will the Trump victory make a di�erence?
While a new U.S. administration after Donald
Trump’s electoral win is expected to pursue a
softer line on Russia, it is unlikely that these
sanctions will be removed anytime soon, say
analysts. During his campaign, Mr. Trump has
consistently side-stepped any criticism of
Russia’s war in Ukraine, saying that once he
comes to power, he would “end the war within
24 hours”. This has been seen as an indication
that the Trump administration would not
impose further sanctions on Russia. However,
the U.S. Congress has frequently taken very
tough positions on Russia, and in 2017, virtually
forced Mr. Trump’s hand during his �rst tenure
into signing the CAATSA law (Countering
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act)
that threatened sanctions against countries for
procuring major Russian military hardware,
including the S-400 missile defence systems that
India has signed a deal for. While Mr. Trump has
led the Republican party to a majority in the
Senate, it is unlikely that he will reverse any of
the sanctions already imposed on Russia. 

What happens to
Indian �rms on
U.S. blacklist?

Were they sanctioned for supply and

sales to Russia? Will things be di�erent

under the Trump administration?

Suhasini Haidar

While a new U.S.
administration after
Donald Trump’s
electoral win is
expected to pursue a
softer line on Russia, it
is unlikely that the
sanctions will be
removed anytime soon,
say analysts.

The story so far:

O
n October 22, the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) �ew a
“large-frame charter removal �ight”
to repatriate Indian nationals “who

did not establish legal basis to remain in the
United States.” Royce Murray, assistant secretary
for Border and Immigration Policy at the DHS,
said the U.S. had repatriated over 1,100 Indian
nationals in the previous �scal year.

Why were the Indians repatriated?
The U.S. o�cials maintain that they want to
deter “irregular migration” to the U.S. from
India among other countries, and that the
charter �ight was in addition to the regular
removals that the Immigration and Customs
Enforcement department carries out through
commercial �ights. The �ight was aimed at
showcasing the strong will of the then
poll-bound Joseph Biden administration to
enforce immigration laws and deliver “tough
consequences for those who enter unlawfully.”

What are the ways in which irregular Indian
immigrants try to enter the U.S.?
Indians who try to enter the U.S. unlawfully
generally try to use the southern U.S. border
with Mexico and the Canada-U.S. border in the
north. The pressure is more on the Mexico-U.S.
border as several Latin American or central
American countries like Honduras, El Salvador
and Guatemala are known to provide visa-free
entry to U.S.-visa holding Indians for a period of
time. Using this facility, some people try to stay
for extended periods of time in these countries
that are known for their porous borders and

easy travel to the Texas border by using
dangerous human tra�cking agents and
organisations. India has a large number of
agreements for visas with these countries that
allow for extended stays for Indian citizens. For
example, Peru is among those that waives visa
requirement for Indian nationals for business
and tourism purposes for one or more stays
totalling up to 180 days per year, provided that
they hold permanent residence or a visa valid
for a minimum of six months for Australia,
Canada, U.K., the U.S., or any Schengen country.

From which States is there a high rate of
irregular immigration?
The latest �ight from the U.S. that carried the
Indian nationals landed in Punjab, an U.S.
o�cial told the media, indicating that most of
the people on board that special �ight hailed
from Punjab. The Hindu had reported in
November 2023 that from November 2022 to
September 2023, a record number of Indians —
96,917 — were arrested while crossing illegally
into the U.S., according to U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (UCBP) data. The number of
Indians trying to enter the U.S. has witnessed a
�ve-fold rise since 2019. Available data indicates
that Gujarat has been supplying half of the total
illegal immigrants trying to enter the U.S. There
have also been several instances of deaths of
people while trying to cross the border. In a
well-documented case, a family of four —
Jagadish Patel, Vaishaliben Patel and their two
children, Vihangi and Dharmik, froze to death as
they tried to cross from Canada into the U.S.

What is meant by lawful immigration to U.S.?
There are various legally accepted processes
through which Indian citizens immigrate to the
U.S. Every U.S. �scal year (October 1 to
September 30) around 1,40,000
employment-based immigrant visas are made
available to quali�ed persons under the
provisions of U.S. immigration law.
Employment-based immigrant visas fall into �ve
“preference categories”. In certain cases,
spouses and children are allowed to join the
applicant. The professionals who fall in the �rst
three categories are persons with extraordinary
ability in the sciences, arts, education, business
or athletics, outstanding professors and
researchers with adequate experience,
multinational managers and executives.
Professionals holding advanced degrees and
persons of exceptional abilities can also apply
for immigrating lawfully to the U.S. Skilled
workers, professionals and unskilled workers
who can �ll positions after two years of training
also fall in this range. The fourth category is

‘Certain Special Immigrants’ that includes
professionals who work with broadcast media in
the U.S., certain employees or former
employees of the U.S. government as well as
people from con�ict zones like Iraq and
Afghanistan (translators/interpreters). The �fth
category includes investors who can launch
foreign commercial enterprises in the U.S.

President-elect Donald Trump, who is known
to have used expressions like “poisoning the
blood” on the issue of immigration, has not
targeted Indians. In fact, during the closing part
of his campaign, he even spoke for protection of
the Hindu minority community in Bangladesh
which appealed to Indian-origin voters in the
U.S. That apart, Vice-President-elect J.D. Vance’s
wife Usha Chilukuri Vance is of Indian origin.
The greater part of his focus on immigration has
been turned towards the cross-border �ow from
Latin American countries. However,
anti-immigration measures under him will be
uniformly implemented and is likely to hit
Indian immigrants too.

What was Trump’s policy on immigration
during his �rst term?
During his �rst stint (2017-2021), President
Trump had increased the rate of denial of H1B
visas to Indian professionals. Mr. Trump had
issued a “Buy American and Hire American”
executive order on April 18, 2017. Subsequently,
the Foreign A�airs Manual included a directive
to consular o�cials to keep the executive order
in view while deciding on granting of a visa.
According to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS), under President Trump, denial
of H1B visa for initial services grew rapidly from
13% in 2017 to 21% in 2019. There were also
allegations that U.S. consular o�cials were
making it extremely di�cult for Indian
companies to transfer employees from India to
the U.S. under the L1 visa category. During his
�rst term, Mr. Trump had given the slogan of
‘Build the Wall’ in the southern border of the
U.S. with Mexico. In the just-concluded
presidential election, he focused on stopping
illegal immigration and deporting foreigners
who are staying in the U.S. illegally — the
number being touted to be in the region of 11
million. Mr. Trump has delivered a series of
speeches on how he plans to deal with this
problem which is presumed to a�ect the job
market in the U.S. He has declared that the
National Guard will be deployed to deport illegal
overstayers and that he might even invoke the
1798 Alien Enemies Act. However, there is little
clarity about how Mr. Trump would address
immigration-related concerns that his
supporters have displayed during the campaign. 

In addition, his anti-immigrant stance will
clash with the economic policy of his tech czars
who want to access the Indian market. It will be
ironical if the Trump presidency opposes the
entry of people from markets favoured by
Trump-friendly business tycoons.

How will Trump treat illegal Indians? 

Anti-
immigration
measures
under
Donald
Trump will
be uniformly
implemented
and is likely
to hit Indian
immigrants
too

Why is the U.S. repatriating a large number of Indians? What are the various legally accepted

processes through which Indian citizens can enter the U.S.? If the focus of the Trump presidency

is expected to be on cross-border �ow from Latin American countries, will Indians be a�ected?

Kallol Bhattacherjee

Stringent measures: A Texas delegate holds a sign during the third day of the

2024 Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on July 17. AFP

The story so far:

T
he Chief Ministers of both Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu expressed
concerns about the low fertility rates
in their States recently. Andhra

Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
has said that he planned to introduce legislation
to incentivise more children per family.

What is the current demographic situation,
especially in the southern States?
After decades of family planning policies seeking
to slow population growth, India has been
waking up to the fact that the success of such
policies is also leading to an increasingly ageing
population. This is not a uniform phenomenon
— southern States, as well as smaller northern
States have seen a much sharper decrease in
total fertility rates, de�ned as the average
number of children born to women during their
child-bearing years. Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal, for instance, recorded fertility rates of
1.4 between 2019 and 2021, according to data
from the O�ce of the Registrar General of India,
while Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala,
Punjab, and Himachal Pradesh had fertility rates
of 1.5. At the other end of the spectrum are
Bihar, with a fertility rate of 3, Uttar Pradesh

(2.7), and Madhya Pradesh (2.6). States with
lower fertility rates have largely developed
faster, but are now faced with the spectre of a
rapidly ageing population. The India Ageing
report published by UNFPA last year used
Health Ministry data to show that while the
share of India’s elderly population is projected
to rise from 10.1% in 2021 to 15% by 2036, the
demographic transition is more advanced in
some States. In Kerala, senior citizens accounted
for 16.5% of the population in 2021, a �gure that
is set to rise to 22.8% by 2036; T.N.’s elderly will
make up 20.8% of its population in 2036, while
it will be 19% in Andhra Pradesh. In Bihar, on
the other hand, only 7.7% were elderly in 2021,
and this is projected to rise to just 11% in 2036.

What is the likely economic impact? 
“India’s demographic transition is much ahead
of its socio-economic transition… To understand
the impact of this, the most important indicator
is not the proportion of the elderly population,
but rather the old age dependency ratio, that is,
how many older people are there for every 100
people of working age, between 18 to 59 years,”
says Srinivas Goli, an Associate Professor at the
International Institute for Population Sciences.
“When this ratio goes above 15%, that is when
you have the onset of an ageing crisis.” A
number of States have already crossed this
point, according to projections by the National
Commission on Population, with Kerala having
an old age dependency ratio of 26.1 in 2021,
followed by Tamil Nadu (20.5), Himachal
Pradesh (19.6), and Andhra Pradesh (18.5). This
means these States’ window of opportunity, to
reap the demographic dividend of economic
growth from a large number of young workers
unburdened by the economic and health
demands of a large number of minor or elderly
dependents, has already closed.

Health expenses are likely to rise signi�cantly
in States with ageing populations. One analysis
of NSSO data, in a study on demographic
diversity by Tulane University’s K.S. James and
IIPS scholar Shubhra Kriti published by The
India Forum, shows that the southern States,
with just one-�fth of India’s population, spent
32% of the country’s total out-of-pocket

expenditure on cardiovascular diseases in
2017-18, while eight Hindi belt States with half
the country’s population, spent just 24%. 

The solution proposed by the Chief Ministers
of increasing the fertility rate is also likely to
reduce women’s participation in the labour
force, which will also hurt their economies.
Southern politicians have also raised concerns
with the Finance Commission that while their
successful economies have pumped in higher
tax revenues to the central pool, they get a
diminishing share of the central pie of resources
due to their slowing population growth.

What are the political implications?
Uneven population growth is set to shake up the
federal structure, with the current freeze on the
number of seats in Parliament set to expire in
2026, after which a new delimitation exercise
will change the representation that States have
in the Lok Sabha. The study by James and Kriti
estimated that Uttar Pradesh is likely to gain 12
seats, followed by Bihar (10) and Rajasthan (7),
while Tamil Nadu is set to lose nine seats,
followed by Kerala (6) and Andhra Pradesh (5),
due to their falling share in national population.

What are the solutions being considered?
The southern CMs seem to be advocating
pro-natalist policies by incentivising women to
have more babies. “This has not been a very
successful approach internationally. Educated
women know they are not reproductive
machines, and forced fertility will not work, nor
will incentives that do not recognise what
families actually need,” says Dr. Goli. He
recommends changes in work-family policies,
with paid maternity and paternity leaves,
accessible childcare, and employment policies
that reduce the “motherhood penalty”. He notes
that States and nations with better gender equity
are better able to maintain fertility rates at
sustainable levels, as women are more likely to
have children if they will not be deprived of
economic independence while doing so.

Another approach is to increase the working
lifespan and thus reduce the old age
dependency ratio. The southern States are
already magnets for economic migrants.
However, Dr. Goli points out that though these
migrants make social security demands of their
destination States, they continue to be counted
in their home States for political and �nancial
distribution purposes, leaving southern States in
a di�cult tangle.

What are the costs of population decline?

‘Pro-natalist
policies by
incentivising
women to
have more
children
have not
been a very
successful
approach
internation-
ally’

What are the pros and cons of increasing fertility rates? Which are the States with a growing

population of the elderly? Has it reached a crisis point in some States? Will an uneven population

growth shake up the federal structure? What will happen in the next round of delimitation?

Priscilla Jebaraj

An elderly people: Health expenses are likely to rise significantly in States

with ageing populations. THULASI KAKKAT 
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A
n unde�ned, inde�nable
glorious past; a present that
is of turmoil and loss; a
future of reclamation and

renewal — all popular mobilisations,
religious and secular, populist and
elite, have this understanding of time
in common. At its core, the Make
America Great Again — MAGA —
movement that Donald Trump leads in
the U.S. also follows this
understanding of the past, present and
the future. It has precedents and
parallels, but there are uniquely
American and contemporary factors
too that fuel MAGA. 

MAGA has an immediate history
which starts around the turn of the
millennium with the 9/11 terrorist
attack, and an economic crisis. Within
the decade, yet another economic
downturn battered the country, and
Barack Obama was elected the �rst
non-white President of the country in
2008. A sharp division in the
American society emerged against this
backdrop, about the country’s identity,
purpose and claims of exceptionalism.
The MAGA movement is the result of
this churn. The heart of the debate is
globalisation, and its discontents on
two fronts — cultural and economic.
MAGA is an insurrection of the
dispossessed who may not care for, or
understand, or are incapable of, or
reject the standards of liberal
democracy. 

Dominant account
The dominant account of MAGA
considers its foot soldiers as a group of
racist, misogynist bigots led by a
megalomaniac. This view is supported
by the unhinged statements by Mr.
Trump and his associates about
migrants and women. It can be safely
assumed many racists, misogynists,
homophobes, and nativists of America
are in MAGA, but it is not limited to
them. The 2024 victory of Mr. Trump
is a clear demonstration of the wide
base of support that MAGA has.

Around 45% of Latinos are estimated
to have voted for Mr. Trump this year;
and so did around 20% of Blacks and
considerable sections of Hindus and
Muslims. 

Fertile ground
Global trade had devastated American
manufacturing and impoverished its
working class. By 2010, the current
generation could not take for granted a
life better than the previous one, as
has been the case in the U.S. all
through history. 

The country was meanwhile caught
in wars abroad. Mr. Trump, earlier a
New York businessman and a
Democrat, was an opponent of trade
and wars for decades. By 2015, he had
made up his mind to make the
Republican Party the platform of his
politics and personal ambitions. The
ground for MAGA was already fertile.
What was lacking was “someone with
the political talent, charisma, fame, or
resources to popularize its ideology (as
Ronald Reagan did for his sunny
small-government conservatism) —
until Trump,” writes Isaac Arnsdorf in
Finish What We Started — The MAGA
Movement’s Ground War to End
Democracy. It was Reagan who �rst
used the slogan, ‘Let’s Make America
Great Again,’ and Mr. Trump has
counted him as the last great President
of the country before himself. 

Strange and paradoxical as it may
well be, a major section of American
working class found a champion in Mr.
Trump. The economic distress of the
majority is not captured in expert
accounts but Mr. Trump could sense
the opportunity to market his politics. 

Apart from identifying the potency
of anti-globalism as a political agenda,
Mr. Trump who has no record of being
a practising Christian, also sensed the
cultural dispossession that the white
Christians of America were
confronting. The religious composition
of the population is changing due to
changing patterns of migration, and an
evident trend of secularisation. 

In the early 1990s, 90% of U.S.

adults identi�ed as Christians, but now
the �gure is around two-third of that.
The proportion of those who identi�ed
as followers of no religion grew sharply
in the same period, which is currently
at 29%. They form the ruling elite of
the country. 

The share of Muslims and Hindus
among new immigrants began to rise
too. Christianity is part of MAGA’s
motivation and Mr. Trump constantly
invokes it. In 2016, he promised
“Christianity will have power,” and in
2024 he asked Christians to unite
behind him. 

But he speci�cally sought to enlist

Hindus and Muslims too into MAGA.
Critics of MAGA could never imagine
that it might appeal to minorities. “The
MAGA movement now controlled one
of the two major parties, but it
remained unpopular with a majority of
Americans... Democrats discovered
that Trump’s MAGA brand was widely
disliked,” writes Mr. Arnsdorf in the
book that was published after the 2022
mid-term election setback for the
party. Democrats would discover
something else by 2024 — minorities in
MAGA. 

Minorities are the most ardent
aspirants to the promised greatness of

America, and they probably connect
with the slogan as well as the current
reality of challenges very well.
Minorities are also evidently
concerned about protecting their
religious rights, perhaps even more
than Christians. Mr. Trump promised
them that, and showed the irreligious
third of the population as their enemy. 

While the Christian, nativist right is
a major driving force of the MAGA
movement, it has found common
cause with other religious groups
against the non-religiosity of the elite.
For instance, the large sections of
Hindu and Muslim conservatives are
vocal supporters of MAGA’s resistance
to transgenderism. 

Electoral performance
This explains the latest surge in
MAGA’s enhanced popularity, and Mr.
Trump’s electoral performance. He
could �ip Pennsylvania, Michigan and
Wisconsin, which gave Joe Biden his
victory in 2020. In Pennsylvania, Mr.
Trump increased his support among
Lations to 42%, from 27% in 2020. In
Dearborn, in Michigan, where 55% of
the population is Muslim, Mr. Trump
won more than 42% votes and led Ms.
Harris by around six points. In 2020,
three-fourths of the city had voted for
Mr. Biden. African Americans’ support
for Mr. Trump is constantly on the rise
—from 8% in 2016, to 13% in 2020 and
20% in 2024. Exit polls suggest that a
third of pro-choice women voted for
Mr. Trump. This is the “the biggest, the
broadest, the most uni�ed coalition in
American history,” Mr. Trump said
after the results. 

In the late 19th century, the U.S. had
witnessed a populist upsurge that
sought to rein in its robber barons and
protect the interest of the commoners.
Both parties had to respond to the
questions raised by this populism. The
ruling establishments of Republican
and Democratic parties have so far
tried to dismiss MAGA as an
inconsequential disturbance that
would eventually fade. The 2024
elections showed it is persistent.

Revenge of the dispossessed
MAGA

What the ruling establishments of both Republican and Democratic parties had tried to dismiss as an inconsequential disturbance in American politics 
has turned out to be a powerful political movement that returned Donald Trump to the White House 
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sraeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu,
whose �ring and re-

hiring of Defence Minister
Yoav Gallant made a con-
troversy in March 2023,
triggered another political
storm last week by sacking
him again. This time, Mr.
Netanyahu replaced Mr.
Gallant with Foreign Minis-
ter Israel Katz. That the
move came on November
6, when the Jewish nation’s
strongest ally, the U.S.,
would be preoccupied
with presidential elections,
was no surprise.

Mr. Netanyahu’s deci-
sion spurred protests in Tel
Aviv and other parts of the
country, where citizens as-
sembled for a repeat of the
2023 demonstrations, call-
ing it ‘Gallant Night II’. Un-
like last time, the Prime Mi-
nister stuck to his decision,
seeing through that Mr.
Gallant, who rose through
the ranks to become a Gen-
eral during a 35-year-long
military career, made way
for Mr. Katz, a long-term al-
ly with little military back-
ground. 

Though Secretary of De-
fence Lloyd Austin struck a
conciliatory note saying
the U.S. looked forward to
working with Mr. Katz, Mr.
Gallant, who has held
more than 100 phone calls
with Mr. Austin since the
start of the Gaza war, had
been perceived as a moder-
ate �gure. Having realised
the disproportionate na-
ture of Israel’s response to
Hamas’s October 7 attack —
that has so far claimed
more than 43,000 Palesti-

nian lives — Washington
changed its stance recently
and had begun calling for a
measured approach, ask-
ing Israel to increase the
�ow of humanitarian aid to
Gaza. Mr. Gallant, in his
response, cited three rea-
sons for his ouster. He be-
lieved a deal was possible
with Hamas which would
see the release of all hos-
tages held in captivity; he
remained steadfast on his
demand for the military
conscription of ultra-Or-
thodox Jews; and he also
wanted an enquiry looking
into the security failures
that made Hamas’s Octob-
er 7 attacks possible. 

He had also sought clar-
ity on post-war plans for
Gaza; brushed aside mili-
tary rule over the enclave;
and dismissed Mr. Neta-
nyahu’s ambitions of a
complete victory over Ha-
mas — all of which prompt-
ed the Prime Minister to
appoint a pliable Mr. Katz
to the post of Defence Mi-
nister. 

The reshu�e also wit-
nessed the induction of
hard-liner Gideon Saar as
Foreign Minister. The
move presents Mr. Neta-
nyahu with an opportunity
to formally bring Mr. Saar’s

right-wing party into his
government and bolster
his coalition. The align-
ment of interests ensures
an extra layer of political
stability for the Likud lead-
er. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s tenure,
which began towards the
end of 2022, had been
marred by incidents before
the Gaza war. One leader
whom the Prime Minister
invariably found at logger-
heads with was Mr. Gal-
lant. When military reser-
vists threatened to quit
services to protest against
Mr. Netanyahu’s proposed
judicial reforms in 2023,
Mr. Gallant adopted the
popular voice by criticising
the move, prompting his
�rst termination. 

Multi-front wars 
The latest ti� came a week
back when Mr. Gallant
pushed to enlist ultra-Or-
thodox Jews into the mili-
tary, threatening to desta-
bilise Mr. Netanyahu’s
coalition that enjoys the
crucial support of two par-
ties from the group. 

As Mr. Katz assumes lea-
dership of the military, the
country is �ghting a war
with Hamas in Gaza, bat-
tling Hezbollah in Lebanon

and anticipating an Iranian
response to Israel’s attack
of October 26. 

The 69-year-old's only
brush with the military
comes in the form of a
four-year stint as a para-
trooper in 1973. He subse-
quently shifted to politics
and �rst ran for the Knes-
set in 1992, managing to
win a seat in the Israeli par-
liament in 1998. Since
then, he has served on va-
rious committees and han-
dled ministerial portfolios
such as transport, energy,
�nance, agriculture, intelli-
gence and foreign a�airs. 

Mr. Katz’s posting as
Agriculture Minister came
under the scanner when
police investigated him for
fraud and breach of trust
over political appoint-
ments made by him. But
the investigation was
closed by the then-Attor-
ney General. 

Mr. Katz echoes Neta-
nyahu’s sentiments on ma-
jor policies. The former
top diplomat played a ma-
jor role in defunding the
UN relief agency (UNRWA)
and banning Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
from Israel. He admires
Donald Trump to the ex-
tent that he suggested
naming a train station after
the Republican leader
when Mr. Trump, as Presi-
dent in 2017, recognised Je-
rusalem as Israel’s capital. 

In Mr. Katz, Mr. Neta-
nyahu has found an ally
who trumpets and parrots
his thoughts. Whether that
is enough to hold him in
good stead as Defence Mi-
nister during such a tumul-
tuous period is doubtful. 

Minister of war 
Israel Katz

Israel’s new Defence Minister, who replaced Yoav Gallant, echoes Prime Minister Netanyahu’s

views on key policy issues 

Adithya Narayan

“T
ough, smart,
innovative,
and universal-

ly admired and respected”
is how the 2024 president-
elect and former President
Donald Trump described
his campaign manager and
now Chief of Sta� appoin-
tee Susan Summerall
Wiles, more commonly
known as Susie Wiles.
Along with Chris LaCivita,
an experienced Republi-
can political strategist, Ms.
Wiles ran one of the most
successful, disciplined and
e�ective electoral cam-
paigns of Mr. Trump than
the ones he led in 2016 and
2020.

The 67-year-old political
lobbyist, considered quiet
and unassuming, is feared
and respected within and
outside the party. Quite
contrarily to other people
close to Mr. Trump, the
U.S’s �rst female Chief of
Sta� keeps away from the
limelight and prefers to
‘work in the background’. 

Her demeanour has
earned her the epithet of
‘Ice Maiden’, a title even
Mr. Trump used during his
victory speech while con-
gratulating her on her
work on the presidential
campaign. 

Seasoned strategist
Ms. Wiles is a seasoned
political strategist with her
�rst major stint in electoral
politics being with Ronald
Reagan for his 1980 presi-
dential bid.

Since then, Ms. Wiles
has worked in the electoral
campaigns of a wide range

of Republican candidates —
from moderate candidates
such as former U.S. Ambas-
sador to China Jon Hunt-
sman Jr. (who criticised Mr.
Trump after the capitol
siege in 2021) to current
Florida Governor Ron De-
Santis. 

Early beginnings
Ms. Wiles met Mr. Trump
in 2015 and became his
campaign manager for the
State of Florida during his
2016 presidential run. Fol-
lowing her success there,
Ms. Wiles also headed the
successful gubernatorial
campaign of Mr. DeSantis
to Florida in 2018. 

However, a falling out
between the Governor and
Ms. Wiles led to him dis-
missing her when he as-
sumed power and actively
sabotaging her relation-
ship with Mr. Trump who
then dropped Ms. Wiles
from his campaign during
his 2020 presidential run. 

Ms. Wiles later used her
knowledge of working with
the Governor against him
when he ran against Mr.
Trump for the 2024 Repu-
blican nomination for Pre-
sident. 

Her successful strategy
for Mr. Trump made Mr.

DeSantis look out of touch
and lacking personal
charisma.

Rocky road ahead 
The Chief of Sta� of the
White House is the head of
the U.S. President’s Execu-
tive O�ce. They act as the
President’s con�dante, ad-
vising him on key policy
matters while also oversee-
ing sta� appointments to
the executive o�ce, direct-
ing and managing the �ow
of information between
di�erent o�ces of the Pre-
sident, and most impor-
tantly regulating access to
the President (that is, de-
ciding on who is or is not
allowed an audience with
the U.S. President). 

Ms. Wiles apparently
was very keen on the last
point. According to CNN,
she had told Mr. Trump
that she would only take
on the role if she was given
power to control access to
him in the Oval O�ce.

Being the Chief of Sta�,
Ms. Wiles will have her
work cut out. Between
2017 and 2021, President
Trump went through four
di�erent Chiefs of Sta�. His
brazen, crude and unpred-
ictable nature has made
him di�cult to work with.

Moreover, his refusal to be
‘controlled’, or worse, re-
primanded has led to sour
relations with a lot of his
sta� over the years such as
his former political strate-
gist Steve Bannon and
former communications
head Anthony Scaramucci.

Out of his Chiefs of Sta�,
his second appointee in
2017, John Kelly has been
one of his most vocal crit-
ics. Mr. Kelly, who had a
military background and
was seen as politically neu-
tral, was brought in to
bring more order to a very
chaotic President’s o�ce
in 2017. 

However, Mr. Trump’s
aversion to the restrictions
Mr. Kelly put on his o�ce
brought things to a head
and he left the position af-
ter almost a year-and-a-
half. He has since gone on
record to state that “Mr.
Trump met the de�nition
of a fascist, would govern
like a dictator if allowed,
and had no understanding
of the Constitution or the
concept of rule of law.” 

However, Susie Wiles,
whose father is Pat Sum-
merall, an NFL player and
later sports broadcaster,
has worked with Mr.
Trump since 2016 and is
yet to fall out of favour with
him. Her steely disposition
has earned her the former
President’s trust. 

But while she is a sea-
soned lobbyist, her lack of
experience holding go-
vernment o�ce might
work against her. It re-
mains to be seen whether
Ms. Wiles will be the one
who can �nally ‘tame the
shrew’.

The Ice Maiden
Susie Wiles

As the �rst female Chief of Sta� to the U.S. President, Trump’s star-campaigner has her work cut

out: run the o�ce of an unpredictable President in an orderly manner 

Joan Sony Cherian
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Paperback or Kindle: Joy
of reading in many ways

Fadnavis really
cosying up to

RSS? Cong lets
J’khand down   

T
hough relations between the
Bharatiya Janata Party and its
ideological mentor, the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak

Sangh, have recently improved after a
brief period of tension, there is consid-
erable speculation about Maharashtra
deputy chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis’s recent disclosure that he has
sought the Sangh’s help in the upcom-
ing Assembly elections. Different inter-
pretations are being offered by BJP
insiders about this statement. One sec-
tion believes Mr Fadnavis was prompt-
ed by the top BJP leadership to make
this statement to reassure the RSS that
the party has not forsaken the Sangh
and continues to depend on it for guid-
ance. This was also an effort at damage
control following BJP president J.P.
Nadda’s remarks in the run-up to the
Lok Sabha election that the party had
shed its dependence on the RSS. On the
flip side, there is a buzz that Mr
Fadnavis is keeping the RSS in good
humour for personal reasons. He can do
with the help of the Nagpur-headquar-
tered RSS as he is contesting the
upcoming Assembly election from this
area. And in case the BJP fails to form

the government, Mr Fadnavis could
well be securing his future at the
national level by ensuring he is on the
right side of the RSS.

Guess who is among the most
sought-after campaigners in the
Congress for the forthcoming

Assembly polls in Jharkhand. It is
Pappu Yadav. The Bihar MP from
Purnea, who won his election as an
Independent candidate but is aligned
with the INDIA bloc, has been cam-
paigning for the Congress and the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha as the state
prepares for the first phase of polling on
November 13. Mr Yadav is particularly
in demand by the backward castes who
were depending on Rahul Gandhi and
other top Congress leaders to make a
strong pitch for a caste census in the
run-up to the election. As it happens,
Rahul Gandhi hit the campaign trail a
few days before polling while most
senior party leaders have not been
sighted in Jharkhand. This has upset its
alliance partner, Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha, which has to shoulder the
responsibility of running the show on
its own.

The conciliatory statements made
by National Conference leader
Omar Abdullah on taking over as

Jammu and Kashmir chief minister
was predictably seen as a move on his
part to cosy up to the Narendra Modi
government. This view was further
strengthened following the resolution
adopted by the state Assembly last week
on restoring the special status of the
erstwhile state. While the National
Conference election manifesto had list-
ed restoration of Article 370 in its elec-
tion manifesto as a major poll plank, the
text of the resolution makes no mention
of Article 370 but instead expresses con-
cern over the removal of the constitu-
tional guarantees which safeguarded
the rights and identity of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir. The resolution
also does not make an outright demand
for the immediate restoration of this
“special status” but instead asks the
Centre to open a dialogue with the elect-
ed representatives in this regard. In
fact, soon after winning the election,
Omar Abdullah had publicly back-
tracked on the party’s demand for the
restoration of Article 370 which, he
said, was not going to be accepted.

The Congress in Madhya Pradesh
is in a mess, having been
reduced to a rump after its suc-

cessive defeats in the state Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections. And yet the
party refuses to get its act together.
Though it is acknowledged that the
party needs a new leadership in the
state, veteran leaders like former
chief minister Digvijaya Singh contin-
ue to call the shots. The latest example
in this instance is the upcoming byelec-
tion in former chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan’s assembly constituen-
cy Budhni. It’s a prestigious battle and
it was expected that the Congress would
field a strong candidate. Instead, the
Congress leadership picked old timer
and perennial loser Rajkumar Patel, a
known protegee of Digvijaya Singh, for
this seat. Mr Patel has been fielded for
every election in the last 30 years but
has won only once and that, too, way
back in 1993. This has angered local
Congress leaders who complained that
the party’s principle of denying 
tickets to candidates who have lost two
elections is conveniently overlooked 
in Mr Patel’s case only because 
he is backed by Digvijaya Singh’s 

backing.

There is growing resentment
among the foot soldiers of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

over the opulent lifestyle adopted by the
organisation’s leadership. The cadre is
particularly upset about how the old
low-key RSS headquarters at Delhi’s
Jhandewalan area have been replaced
by plush new buildings which, they feel,
do not reflect the organisation’s ethos of
service and simplicity. They said the
striking contrast in the living condi-
tions of the RSS bosses and karyakartas
slogging it out in remote villages and
tribal areas is not going down well with
ordinary workers. The new office,
under construction for the past several
years, has three 12-storey towers which
are equipped with all modern ameni-
ties. The buildings have been ear-
marked for different activities while
providing space for the Sangh’s employ-
ees and visitors and for its affiliate
organisations like the Organiser and
Panchjanya.

Anita Katyal is a Delhi-based 
journalist

TRUMP AS US PREZ
What  US President
Joe Biden had said
about the transition of
power in a peaceful
manner and his assur-
ance to provide all
possible cooperation
to Trump are quite
welcome and it would,
doubtlessly give a har-
binger of confidence
to Trump to bring the
lopsided economy on
the track without hur-
dles. It cannot be remi-
niscent of how Trump
made a big hue and
cry and put a spanner
ahead of Biden
ascending the 46th
President of the  USA.
Therefore it is time
Trump is supposed to
perceive the essence
of democracy and the
validity of people's
verdict right now and
make the flag fly high.

Rajamani Chelladurai
Palayamkottai

II
For many countries, Donald
Trump’s win in the US elections
has stoked uncertainty over the
future of global climate action.
Trump has long deemed climate
change a “hoax”, railing against
Biden’s climate policies and dis-
missing threats like rising sea lev-
els. As a person of incertitude
towards climate science, Trump
has outlined a path that contrasts
sharply with the green initiatives
spearheaded by the Biden adminis-
tration. Trump’s return to power
could see the US leave the Paris
Climate Agreement again, under-
mining international climate tar-
gets. The Trump 2.0 regime will
likely rekindle debates around cli-
mate science, renewables, and eco-
nomic sustainability, and may
push global climate action into an
uncertain territory at a time when
global scientists urge immediate
and unified efforts to offer solu-
tions to the climate crisis.
Undeniably, Trump’s return to the
White House is a real setback for
climate action.

R.Sivakumar
Chennai

Anita Katyal

LETTERS

Subhani

I’m not a ditherer like Hamlet. Nor do I have mood swings, but it’s been
almost two decades since the Kindle was launched, and I’m still not
quite sure what deserves more votes: physical books or e-readers.

It’s just that as I grow older, my needs constantly change. I confess that
when the Kindle made its debut, I gave it a Roman Emperor-like thumbs
down. “I love the smell and the feel of paper,” I insisted, “Kindles are cold
and metallic, whine, moan, etc.” Apart from the emotional argument, I
had practical considerations too: I only ever had to paint three walls in
my rooms because the fourth walls were concealed by packed bookshelves
with no breathing space — physical books helped me save money, and
their spines added cheerful splashes of colour, yay.

When my sister bought her first Kindle I regarded her as a traitor. No, I
did not shriek, “You wicked anti-national, go to Pakistan!” as is the pecu-
liar practice in “new” India, but I did feel she had done authors a disser-
vice, because there’s nothing that turns on an author more than seeing
her/his book on a shelf. I had already written two books by then, so I took
it personally. I grimly stuck to physical books and pointedly averted my
eyes when my sister shamelessly flaunted her Kindle.

A few years later, my jaw dropped
when I saw my sister reading without
her spectacles. “Jesus saves, or did you
have laser eye surgery?” I squawked.
She looked smug. Unbearably smug,
and shoved her Kindle under my nose.
The point size was super large,
even I could read it without my specta-
cles. “You can adjust the type,” Her
Unroyal Smugness said. And just like
how in those sweet old-fashioned
romances the girl first detests the boy,
and then suddenly falls in love in with
him, I developed a mad crush on the
Kindle and ordered one immediately.

See, I have been wearing prescription
spectacles since the age of eight, and
I still hate how they make the bridge of
my nose feel sweaty, and the way the
spectacle arms jab the sides of my
skull. I switched to contact lenses in
my teens and spent less time partying
and more time crawling on the floor
looking for a lens that suddenly fell out
of an eye. Very often, I never found the
fallen lenses at all, and it turned out to
be a rather expensive proposition. I
wisely switched back to spectacles
when I had to earn my own keep.
Which is why when my very first
Kindle arrived, I flung my spectacles
aside and sang its praises daily.
Needless to say, my sister rolled her
eyes like an insolent gum-chewing
teen. 

I didn’t give up physical books,
though. I had both, and still had to
paint only three walls in my rooms,
and I was happy. Till my husband
and I started moving from city to
city, and rented house to rented
house. Our collection of books
weighed more than several well-fed
adult elephants, and the owners of
the packer & mover company we
employed earned enough from us to educate their children in the US from
Kindergarten onwards. But we loved our books, and it was worth trans-
porting them because just seeing them around made rented flats feel like
home.

Till the time we literally broke our backs during a shift from one flat to
another in the very same complex. Trucks were not allowed in, and the
packers used wheelbarrows to transport our books to the flat in C block.
Yes, wheelbarrows, not even grocery store trollies! They had only two
tiny wheelbarrows, so it took all day. By night fall, they had put the fur-
niture in place but left all the books scattered on the floor. My husband
and I literally broke our backs putting our books on the bookshelves.
Then we paid a grand sum to a physiotherapist for a home visit. While
lying in bed groaning over our aches, we decided to donate 99.9 per cent of
our books and keep only the ones we absolutely could not live without.

I, of course, kept all the books I had written, and about 200 others includ-
ing Jane Austen’s Pride & Prejudice, William Saroyan’s The Human
Comedy, and my mother’s copy of Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland and
Through the Looking Glass gifted to her by “Aunt Margaret, February
1951, Sierra Leone.” It goes without saying that we had stiff drinks the day
the books were taken away. We got over it eventually, Dear Reader, and
when we next moved house, we got down on our knees and thanked God
for the Kindle.

Things are changing again now. The harsh glare from lap tops, smart
phones, iPads, e-readers, etc has left us with blurred vision, watery eyes,
and frequent visits to ophthalmologists who prescribe eye drops that
we’re frightened to use. We haven’t forgotten the articles we’ve read con-
demning and banning certain brands of Indian eye drops across the
world. What we’ve forgotten are the names of the manufacturers, so we
play it safe and avoid all. We’ve limited our screen time drastically and
our bookshelves are blooming like colourful spring flowers again. Lovely,
but not so lovely when I remember that our next house shift is a month
away.

Rupa Gulab is an author and columnist 

W
hile critics
allege so, I
have tried
to believe
that the

Election Commission of
India (EC) is not partial
and discriminatory in
implementing its consti-
tutional obligation of
conducting elections
freely and fairly.
However, recently — and
much to my own disillu-
sionment — I found that
the allegations appear to
be true.  

I tried to reach the
Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
Rajiv Kumar last week to
inform him that the four
by-polls due on
November 13 in Bihar
would be seriously affect-
ed by the week long
Chhath Puja celebrations
just preceding them. As
anyone familiar with
Bihar knows, this Puja is
the longest and most
important festival in the
state.  This year it was
scheduled from Novem-
ber 5 — although prepa-
rations began much ear-
lier — and lasted until
November 8.  During
these joyous celebra-
tions, politics becomes an
unwanted intrusion, and
electoral canvassing
extremely difficult. 

However, my repeated
phone calls to his office
either went unattended,
or if I got through, my
request to talk or meet
him elicited no response.
Every time I was told by
his staff that he was busy,
and my message would
be conveyed to him.  My
messages on his personal
mobile were delivered
but not replied to. When I
called, I was directed to a
voice mail, where even
though I left detailed rea-
sons why I urgently need-
ed to talk to him, it was to
no avail.  I know that any-
one holding the exalted
position of the CEC is a
very busy person, and

does not take calls from
every Tom, Dick or
Harry, but even if I was
one such in his eyes, the
professional purpose of
my call, and my personal
background in politics,
had been given to his
staff and conveyed to
him.  If nothing else, I
thought that as his senior
colleague in service, he
could have shown the
courtesy of responding.
Other CECs before him
have invariably been
more accessible, and cer-
tainly — in terms of my
own experience — less
arrogant.    

During this period, the
Jan Suraaj Party (JSP)
sent a written represen-
tation to the EC, which
was duly acknowledged
but did not receive a
reply, or an invitation for
a hearing. Petitions from
dozens of independent
organisations of Bihar
involved in the Chhath
Puja, requesting for a
postponement of the elec-
tion date, were also
received by the EC.
Finally, only after crucial
days had elapsed, Rajiv
Kumar returned my
calls. He was brusque,
dismissive, and totally
insensitive to such a gen-
uine request, saying that
if the EC took into
account religious festi-
vals it would be impossi-
ble to hold elections.  He
further said that even
after November 8, there
would be two days left for
canvassing, and that the
five days where it would
be near impossible to do
so, so close to the elec-
tions, was irrelevant.
However, on my insis-
tence, he did agree that
since the party’s petition
had been received, and so
had the requests from
Chhath organisations, he
would have the matter
examined internally, and
inform me. Needless to
say, in spite of my
emphasis on urgency in

the matter, I heard noth-
ing further from him.    

Imagine my shock then
when the same EC issued
a directive shortly there-
after that the by-elections
in UP, Kerala and
Punjab, also due on
November 13, would be
deferred to November 20
on account of “large scale
social, cultural and reli-
gious engagements”.
These factors, the EC
stated, may cause “incon-
venience to large num-
bers of people, give rise
to various logistic issues,
and may lead to reduced
voters participating dur-
ing the poll”. The sheer
insensitivity and disdain
to precisely the same rea-
sons in the case of Bihar,
was an unacceptable
insult to Biharis, their
“religious engagements”,
and their democratic 
participation.  

To my mind, therefore,
it does appear to be true
that the EC has — as
more and more people
allege — greatly diluted
its constitutionally man-
dated duty to be an inde-
pendent, autonomous
and fair ombudsman for
the conduct of elections
in the world’s largest
democracy. Worse, it
appears that its three
Commissioners who, in
spite of a Supreme Court
ruling to the contrary,
are appointed through a
process where the ruling
party’s will prevails, are
selected for their
admirable pliability and
lack of spine, reinforcing
the perception that they
are mere puppets in the
hands of the powers that
appoint them. 

Moreover, what lessons
does this hold for a gov-
ernment that is a votary
of “one nation, one elec-
tion”, when the EC selec-
tively changes the dates

for even by-polls? If there
is such arbitrariness in
not sticking to one date
for some states, and such
inflexibility in enforcing
the same date for others,
in spite of legitimate if
not identical reasons
applicable to all, the only
conclusion that one can
come to is that where it
suits a certain party,
modifications in sched-
ules are kosher, and
where it does not, they
are not. In the Haryana
Assembly elections in
October this year, the
dates were changed to
suit the religious require-
ments of the Bishnoi
community, a decision I
respect. When I men-
tioned this, the CEC’s
disingenuous answer
was that in this case the
festival would take place
on the polling date, as
though the disruption of
the democratic process
for a week before the
polling date was of no
consequence. 

The JSP has
approached the SC
against such arbitrary
double standards. While
we await justice, the per-
ception is growing that
the EC only responds to
the diktats of its political
masters. As a citizen, I
write this not only with a
valid sense of indigna-
tion, but also great disap-
pointment. A free and
fair election, ensuring
the functioning of a gen-
uine democracy, is a
basic structure of the
Constitution. This is a
principle which the high-
est court of the land has
reiterated on more than
one occasion. For ensur-
ing this, a level playing
field for all states, all
political parties, and all
politicians, is a must. For
former IAS officers, or
senior bureaucrats, who
are supposed to have
been apolitical during
their official career, to so
transparently jettison
their conscience when
they are appointed to a
constitutional post as
guardians of democracy,
is a matter of deep
anguish.

The writer is an author,
diplomat and former

member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha)

Pavan K. Varma
Apart from the Jan
Suraaj Party, petitions
from dozens of 
independent 
organisations of Bihar
involved in the Chhath
Puja, requesting 
for a postponement of
the election date,
were also received by
the EC

A few years later, my jaw
dropped when I saw my 

sister reading without her
spectacles. ‘Jesus saves, or

did you have laser eye
surgery?’ I squawked. She
looked smug. Unbearably

smug, and shoved her
Kindle under my nose. The
point size was super large,
even I could read it without

my spectacles.

EC's double standard on
byelections irks parties
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Language is courage:  
the ability to conceive a 
thought, to speak it, and 
by doing so to make it true

Gone is a genocidal president too hypocritical to admit it. In comes a 
genocidal president who wears it like a badge of honour.
Ghassan Abu Sitta, British-Palestinian surgeon and Rector of the University of Glasgow

India and its leadership shall be held responsible for the catastrophic and 
adverse situation that will arise out of the violent armed conflict between 
India and Nagalim.
Thuingaleng Muivah, chief of National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah), 
accusing New Delhi of reneging on their 2015 framework pact for peace in the region

Interdependent economies
Ref: Pragmatic business sense should trump US tar-
iff threat (Nov 9). The global economy operates on 
interdependence, with numerous US industries de-
pending on imported resources. While tariffs can 
serve as a negotiating tool, the long-term consider-
ations are vital. Building partnerships with allies 
ca n  st re n gt h e n  n egot i a t i n g  p owe r  a n d  a d d ress 
challenges such as unfair trade practices.

N R Jagannath, Bengaluru

Economic democracy
The article should be eye-opening for politicians as 
well as the common public. Unrest would start if all 
the people in the country are not treated equally at 
least as far as their basic needs are concerned, if 
internal  peace is  not ensured and if  there isn’t 
growth for everyone. I strongly accept the opinion 
that our country needs economic democracy.

Dasari Yella Reddy, Vayalpad 

Trillion-dollar question
Ref: It’s time for economic democracy (Nov 9). Oth-
er than throwing around the forecast of achieving a 
$5-trillion economy, there is no roadmap indicating 
the efforts the government is taking to achieve it. 
The article is right: India, with its population, will 
achieve the number at some point even without any 
effort from the government. The Modi government 
thinks that by distributing free rations to 60 per-
cent of the population it has taken care of the bal-
looning unemployment and economic health.

Rajan Ugra, Bengaluru 

Targeted policies
Reforms often aim to bridge economic disparities, 
but can disproportionately benefit the elite, who 
have greater influence and access. Without targeted 
measures such as robust social safety nets, equi-
table access to education, and mechanisms to curb 
wealth concentration, the gap between the rich and 
the poor will  widen. True reform requires policies 
designed to uplift marginalised communities.

Narayanan Kizhumundayur, Thrissur

Minority status
The Supreme Court on Friday lifted the ban on the 
Aligarh Muslim University’s claim of a minority in-
stitution, though the issue has been left to a regular 
bench to decide. Special rights for all  in religious 
education can be welcomed. But what is the differ-
ence in the contents or gains from general or techni-
cal education between minorities and the majority? 
Let us wait to have equality among all citizens. 

P R V Raja, Pandalam    

Bold departure
Ref: Ratan Tata, a leader who empowered a genera-
tion of  dreamers (Nov 9). The prime minister ’s 
write-up on Ratan Tata is significant as a bold de-
parture from the hangover of Nehruvian Fabian 
socialism. That the head of the government feels 
bold enough to openly appreciate a great departed 
doyen of Indian industry and the head of a big cor-
porate empire was unthinkable in yesteryears for 
the fear of being labelled anti-poor. Salute to the 
departed great soul indeed.

Ullattil Pakiteeri Raghunathan, Thrissur

Blackcaps’ whitewash
The recent drubbing of the Indian team at the hands 
of the Kiwi Blackcaps has put the spotlight back on 
workload management in cricket. The time allows 
for constructive criticism of the team. But at the 
same time, the immature decision of team selectors 
on resting seasoned cricketers and completely rely-
ing on young guards is a decision too early to be 
taken up. Given the allure of white-ball cricket, it’s 
time for the cricket board to be laser-focused on the 
players’ workload and ensure a balance.

Rohit Srivastava, Ballia

Samosa scrutiny
T h e  ca s e  o f  s a m o s a s  m e a n t  f o r  t h e  H i m a c h a l 
Pradesh chief minister being eaten by subordinates 
is rather interesting. Though the CM has tried to 
downplay the episode, it cannot be ignored as the 
state CID has ordered a probe. The matter needs to 
be investigated as it concerns the integrity of offi-
cials as well as the failure of the objective of getting 
expensive samosas from a 5-star hotel. 

K R Jayaprakash Rao, Mysuru

Dear fellow citizens, I would have liked to have spared 
you this difficult decision, especially in times like 
these, when uncertainty is growing... All too often, 
minister Lindner has blocked laws in an inappropriate 
manner. Too often he has broken my trust.
Olaf Scholz, German chancellor, announcing the sacking of finance minister Christian 
Lindner, an act that has pushed Europe’s largest economy towards mid-term elections

V
IDEO games came to India dec-
ades ago—to the delight of  chil-
dren and despair of  parents. 
Since then, it has consistently 
won fans across ages, thanks to 
evolving technologies. The size 
of  the global gaming industry is 

estimated at about `29 lakh core—big-
ger than the movie and music indus-
tries. The Indian gaming industry, with 
a user base of  around 450 million, was 
valued at `33,000 crore in 2023. Surely, 
we have come a long way.

With better technology and faster ac-
cess, gaming’s sphere of  influence has 
widened beyond entertainment. It has 
great potential for productive use, as it 
promotes strategic thinking and encour-
ages problem-solving. Sandbox gaming 
allows players to explore and modify the 
game environment, fostering creativity. 
Developers have introduced nuances 
like conflict resolution beyond combat 
and winner-takes-it-all scenarios.

Gaming is also being considered an 
art form, integrating storytelling, graph-

ics and music. Unlike social media plat-
forms, which have a built-in possibility 
of  doom scrolling, gaming is interactive. 
Gamers find themselves in an intrinsic 
learning loop. Players before a screen 
have heightened levels of  attention and 
concentration, which could be har-
nessed to promote learning.

Using a gaming avatar is a form of  role 
play. It could be used to reinforce respon-
sible behavioural patterns. Exposure to 
challenges facilitates agility in respons-
es. Features such as rules, goals, interac-
tion and feedback, integrated into learn-
ing pedagogies, have proved valuable in 
skilling. Games are being used to teach 
language, economics and as a psycholog-
ical research tool to observe responses.

Among the ingenious uses games 
have been put to is checking the spread 
of  disinformation. During the pandem-
ic, a game called ‘Go Viral’ allowed play-
ers to debunk misleading information 
about Covid. As financial scams are in-
creasing, a game that teaches people to 
scan scammers and remain unscathed 
would be hugely welcome.

The power of  games is that they are 
immersive experiences that can evoke 
deep emotions and involve deeper en-
gagement. What makes games stand out 
from other media is that they offer play-
ers the agency to influence outcomes 
through their choices. 

Innovations in animation, artificial 
intelligence, virtual and augmented re-
ality technologies are improving game 
design. Further use of  blockchain and 
generative AI can enable other kinds of  
experiences.

The industry has immense potential 
for growth in India considering the de-
mographics, high-speed internet, tech 
talent and digital fluency available. With 
strategic investment and regulatory sup-
port, it is projected to reach revenues of  
`66,000 crore by 2028 and provide for 2 
lakh jobs. The increased number of  star-
tups in gaming and e-sports is expected 
to be the drivers of  this growth.

Along with funding, they would bene-
fit from training of  fresh talent and re-
search facilities. The proposed national 

centre of  excellence for animation, visu-
al effects, gaming, comics and extended 
reality in Mumbai, approved by the cen-
tral government, could play a pivotal role 
in leveraging Indian cultural heritage 
and generating patents. Creation of  nar-
ratives that align with traditions of  the 
country can help branding and be an ef-
fective statement of  Indian soft power.

Real-money gaming is a significant 
component of  the Indian industry. It of-
fers a bouquet of  formats on various 

online platforms. The earnings are sub-
ject to GST and income tax. However, 
regulators have flagged the potential for 
misuse of  these platforms due to lack of  
customer details and use of  bots.

There is also a risk of  money launder-
ing when cross-border jurisdictions are 
involved through the use of  the dark web 
or virtual networks to evade tax laws and 
perpetrate fraud. Effective enforcement 
is needed to ensure a level playing field 
and a transparent, secure environment 
for gamers. For now, a voluntary code of  
ethics has been curated by online gam-
ing entities as a step to self-regulation.

The danger of  exposure to violence, 
particularly for young players, is present 
as games can stimulate aggression and 
recklessness in real life. Addiction to 
games has been classified as a mental 
health disorder by the WHO. This is 
where the role of  content regulation and 
built-in safeguards by gaming platforms 
to restrict excessive user access comes 
in. Age-appropriate grading of  games 
and parental monitoring are vital. There 
has also been a demand for a data protec-
tion law that will ensure mandatory pa-
rental consent for children under 18 to 
access gaming platforms.

A theory of  simulation says the uni-
verse and its inhabitants are part of  a 
gigantic video game, as seen in The Ma-
trix. Whatever the possibility of  that, it’s 
undeniable that the evolving metaverse 
has engulfed us. It has diverse potential 
beyond mere entertainment and presents 
a valuable economic opportunity for In-
dia. So it makes sense not just to join the 
game, but to be on top of  it.

 Video games stand out from other 
media because they o�er players 

agency to influence outcomes. Such 
immersive experiences are being 

used to teach subjects and debunk 
misinformation. Given the right kind of 
support, it can do wonders in India too

OPINION
GEETHA RAVICHANDRAN

Former bureaucrat and author, most recently of  
The Spell of the Rain Tree

HOW TO BE ON TOP OF THE GAME 

I
T’S said if  one wants to be remembered, one must either write 
something worth reading or do something worth writing 
about. Chief  Justice Dhananjaya Yeshwant Chandrachud did 
both. Over the last decade, I have appeared before several 
chief  justices of  the Supreme Court; yet, Justice Chandra-

chud’s is the legacy worth writing about.
He led probably the biggest revolution in the Indian judiciary 

post independence—the e-courts system that has expanded ac-
cess to justice to a considerable extent. Chandrachud’s pivotal 
role in the process—first as chairman of  the committee oversee-
ing its implementation and later as chief  justice—was radical 
and crucial. He modernised and decentralised the judiciary in 
such a way that it now has the potential to fight plutocracy. 

He was a democrat on the bench who tried to treat every lawyer 
equally and encouraged even the ‘ordinary’ ones. He was soft in 
his manners and honoured the research lawyers painstakingly 
do. I felt this when I argued for the petitioner in the Joseph Shine 
(2018) case before a Constitution bench, which led to the decrimi-

nalisation of  adultery in India.
Justice Chandrachud was always 

hard-working. By one count, he 
wrote 93 judgements as chief  jus-
tice—a record that’s possibly un-
breakable. During his eight years in 
the Supreme Court, he wrote a total 
of  613 judgements.

Language is the light of  the mind, 
said John Stuart Mill. And legal lan-
guage is the light of  an analytical 
intellect. Chandrachud had an effec-
tive language—simple, yet beautiful 
and powerful. He enjoyed the art of  
writing judgements. Those who un-

successfully try to imitate the linguistic felicity of  Justice V R 
Krishna Iyer with dictionary support should learn from the 
outgoing chief  justice. He was a man of  original thoughts that 
he articulated in a straightforward prose his own.

He wrote eloquently in defence of  privacy in the Puttaswamy 
(2017) case. Decriminalisation of  consensual same-sex relations 
in Navtej Singh Johar (2018) was another milestone. However, 
when it came to Supriyo (2023), his refusal to endorse same-sex 
marriage invited critiques from those who pleaded for it. In 
Davinder Singh (2024), the majority on the bench, speaking 
through Chief  Justice Chandrachud, validated the sub-classi-
fication of  communities for the purpose of  reservation. 

Constitutional socialism has been a contested idea in Indian 
judicial parlance. It’s no wonder the Chief  Justice Chandra-
chud’s judgement in the Property Owners Association (2024) case 
has ignited an ideological debate on and off  the bench. He disa-
greed with the socialist view on the Constitution’s Article 39(b) 
evolved by Justice Krishna Iyer in Ranganatha Reddy (1977) 
and pleaded for “economic democracy”. There could be two 
views on this. Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia’s defence of  Krishna 
Iyer’s view in the same judgement, by way of  dissent, marks 
the quality of  intellectual deliberation on the topic. 

A three-Judge bench headed by Chandrachud upheld the valid-
ity of  the UP Madarsa Act. In the Aligarh Muslim University 
case, the majority view authored by Chandrachud overturned 
the verdict in Azeez Basha (1967) that had posed the twin require-
ment of  a minority community establishing and administering 
an institution to be able to claim minority status. The liberal 
view in the judgement, delivered on his last working day, said it’s 
enough if  an institution is established by a minority community. 
In MediaOne (2023), he upheld the freedom of  expression and 
directed the ban on the television channel to be lifted.

However, views might vary on the conclusions in some of  
Chandrachud’s judgements. Many support his views in M Sid-
diq vs Mahant Suresh Das (2019), popularly known as Ayodhya 
case, while many others oppose them. I have serious reserva-
tions about the conclusions. The verdict on electoral bonds in 
the Association for Democratic Reforms (2024) case has been sig-
nificant, though it refused to reopen and investigate the secret 
deals political parties purportedly made for bond purchases.

By the time the case on Kashmir’s special status was decided, 
it became almost impossible to turn the clock back. Even then, 
a bad precedent that might enable the Centre to take away state-
hood in an abrupt way could have been avoided. Likewise, fail-
ure to fix a time limit for the restoration of  statehood, by blindly 
relying on the Centre’s assurance, was a serious error.

Justice Chandrachud trod a tough path during a difficult 
phase of  majoritarianism. There could be criticism that he was 
less assertive than required on some occasions. The collegium’s 
decisions on judicial appointments were often meddled with by 
a recalcitrant executive, which could not be countered by the 
court. More importantly, as the master of  the roster, CJI Chan-
drachud failed to effectively prevent the prolonged incarcera-
tion of  political prisoners, which led to tragic results.

At the end, the Chandrachud legacy embodies some marve-
lous achievements on one hand, and some glaring aberrations 
on the other. However, as a judge who battled for transparency 
in private and public life, and as a man who tried to redefine 
India’s judicial imagination, his innings will be unforgettable. 

Aristotle laid the foundations of  biology. Will Durant, who in 
The Story of  Philosophy told us that Aristotle also made some 
egregious errors, concluded, “Aristotle makes as many mistakes 
as possible for a man who is founding the science of  biology.” 
The same approach is justifiable in the case of  a chief  justice 
who tried to change the foundations of  Indian judicial reality.

D Y CHANDRACHUD: 
AN UNFORGETTABLE 
LEGACY ON BALANCE

OPINION
KALEESWARAM RAJ

Lawyer,  
Supreme Court of India

(kaleeswaramraj@gmail.com)
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F any world leader is as loved as 
he is hated, it is Donald Trump, 
elected 47th president of  the US. 
His tenacious twin is Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, who shares 
his values of  patriotism, tradi-
tionalism and national identity. 

Trump is abhorred by the leftist media, 
Hollywood latitudinarians and Euro-
pean liberals. Modi is lambasted by the 
Lutyens’ Lilliputians and secularism’s 
near-extinct conscience cavaliers for 
his aggressive nationalism. Both Trump 
and Modi are cults that dominate the 
New World Order.

Americans voted for Trump’s un-
apologetic stand on illegal immigration 
and putting his country first. His tough 
stand on Palestine and threats to deport 
terror-supporting students made him a 
pugnacious political pugilist.

Both Modi and he were political par-
venus. Modi swore to bring down Del-
hi’s drawing-room caucus, while Trump 
vowed to drain Washington’s political 
swamp. The billionaire real estate de-
veloper may be America’s oldest presi-
dent, but has the energy of  a rampaging 
Rambo. Modi’s PMO calls the shots as 
he has centralised power to enforce his 
mission and vision. Both men are ulti-
mate outsiders, though Trump had a 
privileged upbringing and an Ivy 
League education; Modi sold tea.

Modi’s victory in 2014 and Trump’s in 
2024 symbolise the acceptability of  lead-
ers with absolutist agendas, the empow-
ering of  patriotism and a natural affinity 
with authoritarians. The two are sepa-
rated by 12,000 km, but are conjoined by 
conviction. Both are bigger than their 
parties. Both swear by the constitution 

but find enough loopholes to garner 
more power than what the book provides. 
They surround themselves with ‘bezzies’ 
who tell them what they want to hear. 
Both want to shine solo, centre-stage. 
Both want to deliver maximum govern-
ance through minimum government. 
The similarities are uncanny.

 Nationalism and patriotism: In 
January, Trump will stride into the 
White House for a second term, pumped 
on ‘Make America Great Again’ steroids. 
He convinced voters that the idea of  a 
United America was in jeopardy. MAGA 
weaned away many Democrats. With sig-
nature Trump jokes, 
sneers and insults 
on the vote-hatch-
ing trail, he warned 
suppor ters  and 
fence-sitters that if  
the Dems returned 
to power, the US 
would lose its global 
primacy. During his 
2016  campaign, 
Trump championed 
US nationalism. He 
threatened to cut 
funds to  NATO 
since he believed it 
served European in-
terests more than America’s. His vote-
athon is almost similar to Modi’s in 2013. 
Surakshit Bharat was Modi’s ultimate 
weapon to unite a divided India. He 
vowed to punish Pakistan and abrogate 
Article 370 to remove the constitutional 
weakness that gave Jammu and Kash-
mir a separate identity. 

 Anti-immigration: The Republican 
triumph owes much to Trump’s opposi-
tion to illegal immigration. Rabid rheto-
ric reaffirmed his warning, “A vote for 
Kamala Harris means 40 or 50 million 
more illegal aliens will invade across our 
borders, stealing your money, stealing 
your jobs, stealing your life.” While seek-
ing his party’s nomination, Trump post-
ed on Truth Social: “Illegal immigration 
is poisoning the blood of  our nation. 
They’re coming from prisons, from men-
tal institutions—from all over the world.” 
In Mein Kampf, Adolf  Hitler used the 
term “blood poisoning” to excoriate 
Jews; Trump critics lambasted him for 

using the phrase to mean immigrants en-
venoming America’s bloodstream.

Modi consistently hammered a simi-
lar sentiment during his 2014 campaign 
about the danger of  illegal immigrants 
creating cultural anarchy, and law and 
order disruptions. Even during the cur-
rent state assembly elections in Mahar-
ashtra and Jharkhand, Modi has 
charged the Congress and regional par-
ties for encouraging illegal flow of  peo-
ple from across the borders for bolster-
ing their prospects. 

 Cultural cohesion: Both Modi and 
Trump are strong votaries of  protecting 

the way of  life of  
their nations. In 
2017, Politico Mag-
a z i n e  c a l l e d 
Trump “the cul-
ture war presi-
dent” and quoted 
The New York 
Times: “President 
Donald Trump is a 
war president of  a 
different sort: a 
culture war presi-
dent.” The NYT 
r e p o r t e d  t h i s 
week, “In private, 
the president and 

his top aides freely admit that he is en-
gaged in a culture war on behalf  of  his 
white, working-class base… against ‘po-
litically correct’ coastal elites… He be-
lieves the war was foisted upon him by 
former President Barack Obama and oth-
er Democrats—and he is determined to 
win.” By polling over half  the popular 
vote, the Don has won the culture war.

Modi is relentlessly fighting to restore 
what he deems the Hindu way of  life to 
reinforce the superiority of  ‘Bharatiyata’ 
over other faiths. Under his leadersh-
iship and nudge, not only have BJP-led 
state governments renamed old cities, 
but they have revived old Hindu and trib-
al shrines that were vanishing fast. 

 Restricted capitalism: Trump was 
born and brought up as a businessman. 
Modi’s business savvy is synchronous 
with his birthplace’s ethos. He frankly 
admitted after becoming the prime min-
ister: “I am a Gujarati and Gujaratis 
know how to do business.”

Trump has been talking about lower-
ing taxes and trimming the government. 
Modi is the only PM to have brought 
down the corporate tax to 25 percent for 
Indian firms. Modi calls entrepreneurs 
wealth creators and pushes his govern-
ment to ensure ease of  doing business.

 Anti-China and pro-Israel: Ideo-
logically and personally, neither Trump 
nor Modi trusts China. Trump has threat-
ened to impose a 60 percent customs hike 
on Chinese imports and had banned 
many Chinese companies. India’s China-
phobia stems from geographical alarm, 
since it has been squatting on our terri-
tory since 1962. Israel is another uniting 
factor. Trump recognised Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital, while Modi was the first 
Indian PM to visit Israel.

Both also hate student activism: Trump 
threatens to deport the keffiyeh crowd oc-
cupying American campuses, while Modi 
has firmly quelled protests over the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Act, and in JNU.

The oxygen of  modern politics is social 
media. Modi understands the Indian pre-
dilection for public dignity; hence his 
posts to his over 80 million followers are 
informative and explanatory, leaving the 
onslaughts to the IT Cell and furious fans. 
Trump is clued into America’s in-your-
face outrage and cancel culture; hence 
his posts are scathing. Trump was banned 
by Twitter for abusive tweets, though 
with 80 million followers, he was leading 
the social media war.

Such commonalities have made Modi 
and Trump friends. Modi is the only In-
dian PM who met Trump eight times in 
four years. At the Howdy Modi event in 
Texas and Namaste Trump in Ahmeda-
bad, the connection was obvious. Trump 
was invited to join Modi’s Texas rally, 
where the PM paraphrased a BJP slogan 
by cheering, “Abki baar, Trump sarkar.”

Though Trump lost in 2019, he fought 
on despite impeachments, penalties, loss 
of  iconic real estate, convictions and ju-
dicial confrontations. The TV reality 
show that made Donald Trump a house-
hold name was The Apprentice. Going by 
popular validation, neither Modi nor 
Trump are political apprentices. They 
are heroes to the nationalist masses who 
are rewriting history by confining liberal 
apologia to the trashcan of  history.
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like Pran, whose
Chacha
Chaudhary
became a

household
name, and the

rise of superhero
giants from Raj Comics. It was an era
when Indian superheroes,
mythological epics, and social
commentary blended seamlessly,
creating relatable content that
resonated with generations.
However, at the turn of
the millennium, the
industry witnessed a
decline. Changing
reading habits, the rise
of television, and the
flood of digital
content pushed these
comics to the
background. Yet,
despite this
downturn, the comic
book medium is
quietly experiencing
a resurgence, aided
by digital platforms
and a renewed interest
in India's rich storytelling
tradition.
The resurgence of Indian comics
is further boosted by the growing

popularity of
Comic Con events

across India. These
conventions unite fans,

creators, and industry
experts, celebrating iconic

Indian characters while
introducing international comics and

pop culture trends. Through cosplay,
artist meet-and-greets, and panel
discussions, these events keep the love for
comics alive, connecting younger
generations to India's comic legacy while

embracing global influences.
In a landmark move, the Ministry
of Information & Broadcasting
(I&B), Government of India has

partnered with the Indian Comics
Association (ICA) to spearhead

the first-ever Comic Creator
Championship (CCC), a

centrepiece event at
the upcoming World

Audio Visual &
Entertainment
Summit (WAVES).
This three-phase
comic-making
competition is
designed to
nurture
emerging talent

and showcase
India's creative

potential on a
global stage. By

providing a platform
for both amateur and

professional creators, the
CCC encourages fresh

voices to engage in
storytelling that tackles
contemporary issues while

preserving India's timeless
narrative traditions. Interested

creators can find more details and
register on the website of WAVES.
Comics remain one of the most accessible
mediums to convey stories-whether
educating the youth about history,
addressing social issues, or providing pure
escapism through fantasy. With initiatives
like the CCC, Indian comics are poised for
a modern golden age, where tradition
meets innovation.
Now, more than ever is the time to
reignite our love for comics. These aren't
just stories from the past; they symbolise
an ongoing dialogue between India's
cultural heritage and the present. Comics
have the power to inspire new generations,
offer solace, and spark the imagination. As
digital platforms democratize access to
these narratives, an entire world of
possibilities opens up for creators and
readers alike.
As we look to the future, let us celebrate
this revival by participating in the World
Audio Visual Entertainment Summit
(WAVES), to be held in New Delhi from
February 5th to 9th, 2025. This summit
promises to be a landmark event, uniting
industry experts, creators, and fans. It will
also host the final round of the Comics
Creator Championship, where India's
brightest new talents will be showcased.
Together, we can ensure that the stories of
the past continue to inspire, innovate, and
captivate audiences in the future.
India's comic industry stands on the
threshold of a renaissance, and all are
invited to be a part of it. Now is the time
to turn the page and start a new chapter in
the vibrant world of Indian comics. Let's
revive and elevate Indian comics to their
rightful place in popular culture.
Will you join this journey?

(The writer is an Indian
Information Service officer, Ministry

of  I&B; views are personal)
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Growing up, comics were an
integral part of my life. My
brother and I would save
every bit of our pocket
money just to buy our

favourite comics. Whether it was
Champak, Amar Chitra Katha, Super
Commando Dhruv, Nagraj or Chacha
Chaudhary stories fueled our
imagination and became a key part of
our reading journey. Whenever
someone asked what we wanted for our
birthdays, the answer was always the
same-comics! Those colourful pages,
filled with heroes and adventures, were
more than just entertainment; they
were treasured gifts that we eagerly
awaited and cherished.
There was a time when streetside stalls,
bookstores, bus stands, and railway
stations buzzed with the vibrant display
of comic books. The chatter of children
and adults alike, poring over pages that
transported them to fantastical worlds,
was a common scene. Comics like
Amar Chitra Katha's mythological tales,
Chacha Chaudhary's wit, or Raj Comics'
heroic sagas, invoked a sense of wonder
and excitement. For many of us, these
stories were more than just a form of
entertainment; they were an integral
part of our childhood-a gateway to
imagination and learning.
As years passed, digital platforms
gradually replaced the physical charm
of these marvels. Yet, in this fast-paced
world, the nostalgia for these stories
remains strong. Many long for the days
when characters like Bahadur, Super
Commando Dhruv, Parmanu, Tenali
Raman, Suppandi, and Shikari Shambu
lived not just in our imagination but in
the comic strips that shaped our
understanding of bravery, wit, and
justice. For older generations, these
comics represent a simpler time, filled
with cultural knowledge and
entertainment. For the younger
generation, revisiting them now holds
the potential to rediscover India's rich
folklore and mythologies while
connecting with modern
interpretations of these beloved
characters.
The Indian comic industry, once a
booming sector from the 1970s to the
1990s, produced iconic characters and
stories that captured the hearts of
millions. The 'Golden Age' of Indian
comics brought us legendary creators
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In an impressive feat that
showcases Indian ingenuity,
Roastery Coffee House has

become the first Indian brand to
invent and trademark a specialty
coffee: Cranberry Coffee. This
unique drink—a refreshing
combination of cranberry juice,
sparkling water, and espresso—
has not only captivated coffee
lovers across India but is also
gaining international attention.
With its signature Cranberry
Coffee now protected by a
trademark, Roastery Coffee
House is setting new standards in
the coffee industry and
redefining how the world
experiences Indian coffee.
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A playful yet refined twist on
traditional coffee, Cranberry
Coffee combines the boldness of
espresso with the tartness of
cranberry juice and a splash of
sparkling water, creating a
refreshing, versatile drink
suitable for any time of the day.
In the last six months alone, over
100,000 cups of Cranberry Coffee
have been sold across Roastery
outlets, making it one of the
fastest-selling specialty coffees
in India. Its popularity spans all
age groups and has even become
a staple on many café menus,
signalling a growing demand for
creative coffee options in India
and beyond.
Roastery Coffee House’s founder,
Nishant Sinha, is thrilled by
the response, noting how
Cranberry Coffee has
quickly become a
customer favourite. "It’s
very heartwarming to see
how positively everyone has
responded to this beverage," he
said. "The success of is
undeniable, and almost every

order across our chains includes
it. Many coffee brands have
drawn inspiration from
Roastery's innovative creation,
and we are very proud that
people have embraced it."
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Since opening its doors in 2017,
Roastery Coffee House has
continuously pushed the
boundaries of India’s coffee
culture. Expanding across six

cities, the brand has built a
strong reputation for
offering diverse, high-
quality coffee options

paired with mouth-
watering snacks and light

meals, creating an inclusive
space for coffee enthusiasts.

The introduction of Cranberry

Coffee exemplifies the brand’s
mission to innovate and cater
to the evolving preferences
of coffee drinkers while
staying rooted in
authenticity and quality.
Beyond its local success,
Roastery Coffee House has
recently set its sights on the
international stage, opening its
first flagship store in Helsinki,
Finland. The move reflects
Roastery’s vision of not only
sharing Indian coffee with a
global audience but also
positioning India as a significant
player in the specialty coffee
industry. The Cranberry Coffee
trademark marks a pivotal
milestone, as it is the first
Indian-origin coffee to secure a
global trademark—a

groundbreaking achievement for
an Indian brand in this
competitive market.
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With Cranberry Coffee, Roastery
Coffee House has demonstrated
how Indian coffee can resonate

on the global stage by
combining local creativity

with a deep understanding
of customer preferences.
This achievement is not
just a victory for the
brand but for India’s
coffee industry as a

whole, setting a powerful
example for other Indian

brands and creating
opportunities for international
recognition.
Roastery Coffee House has truly
redefined Indian coffee culture
and continues to chart a new
course for the industry. As it
expands internationally, it
carries with it a legacy of
innovation, quality, and passion,
firmly establishing India’s place
on the global coffee map.
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Step into ‘RED’ at Radisson
Blu MBD Hotel Noida and
you’re instantly transported
to the heart of China, where
every dish tells a story. With

a fresh new menu that celebrates
authentic Chinese flavours, the
restaurant brings together
traditional recipes and innovative
twists, promising a dining
experience unlike any other.
Whether you're a vegetarian or
a meat lover, the culinary
journey here is one that caters
to all tastes, with bold
flavours and
unforgettable textures
that will leave you
craving more.
The ambience of ‘RED’
is equally remarkable. With its dark,
red-lit interior, the space exudes a
cosy, intimate vibe, evoking the feel
of an authentic Chinese restaurant.
As you settle in, you know you’re in

for something special. Ms.
Sonica Malhotra Kandhari,
Joint Managing Director of
MBD Group, shares, “The RED
menu has been meticulously
crafted with our guests in
mind. This menu
reengineering underscores
our commitment to
authentic Chinese
flavours.We look forward
to welcoming guests to
explore this exciting new
offering.”

At the heart of this dining
experience are the sauces ,

a crucial part of any
authentic Chinese meal. ‘RED’

offers a variety of carefully
crafted options, including the classic
Chilli Black Bean, the Soya Chilli

Coriander and their signature
special sauce made with onion,
tomato, chilli and garlic. And for
those who enjoy a bit of spice and
fermentation, the kimchi adds a
delightful punch to any dish. The
sauces truly elevate the experience
and don’t forget to master the art of
eating with chopsticks -  a fun and
authentic way to enjoy the full
flavours.
Next up, I moved on to the Dim
Sum & Bao section. The Truffle
Edamame offered a delightful twist
on the classic, with a subtle truffle
flavour that complemented the
beans beautifully, giving them a soft
yet earthy taste. However, the Tofu
Bao with Chili Bean Relish turned

out to be my absolute favourite.
The silken tofu paired with the
chilli bean relish was a perfect
blend of soft and spicy, all
encased in a delicate, fluffy

bao bun. This dish
encapsulated the balance of

textures and flavours
that make Chinese
cuisine such a treat.
Moving into the

Appetisers, the Chilled
Mould Tofu with Peanut Sauce was a
refreshing change, delicate, smooth
tofu dressed in a creamy, slightly
tangy peanut sauce. As someone
who isn't a big tofu fan, I found it
intriguing. It’s a dish that might take
some getting used to, but the pairing
of tofu with peanut sauce certainly
creates a unique, palate-expanding
experience. This dish left a lasting
impression, as did the Mogu with
Dry Red Chili and Sichuan Pepper, a
crispy fried button mushroom stir-
fry that managed to stay crunchy
even as it cooled. This level of
attention to texture and flavour is a
hallmark of authentic Chinese
cooking, blending tradition with a
modern twist. The bold, balanced
flavours in each appetiser felt like a
true celebration of Chinese culinary
heritage.
Moving on to the main course, the
Mapo Tofu was a definite standout.
Known for its bold, spicy flavours,
the tofu here was incredibly silky,

bathed in a slightly fiery sauce that
was rich yet balanced. For those who
prefer their spice with a subtle twist,
the Braised Style Eggplant with
Sichuan Pepper Corn was another
highlight. The tender eggplant
soaked up the flavours of the sauce
beautifully, creating a comforting
dish with just the right amount of
heat. If you’re after something more
filling, the Red Signature Jasmine
Bamboo Fried Rice should be your

go-to. This fragrant dish, infused
with exotic vegetables and bamboo
shoots, was packed with flavour and
left a lasting impression.
While ‘RED’ offers a delightful
selection of vegetarian dishes, the
restaurant’s non-vegetarian options
are known to truly shine. As a
vegetarian, I haven’t tried
them personally, but from
what I’ve heard, ‘RED’
delivers on authentic
Chinese non-
vegetarian flavours.
Crafting exceptional
Chinese cuisine in a
vegetarian style is no easy
feat, but Chef Sachin Malik
and his team have truly excelled in
creating vegetarian dishes that rival
their meat counterparts. From
Shandong Style Seafood Soup to
Kung Pao Chicken and Braised
Lamb, each dish offers a window
into authentic Chinese cuisine.
Reflecting on the culinary vision,
Chef Sachin Malik, Executive Chef,
reflects, “We aim to celebrate the
vibrant flavours of China. Our new
menu is a tribute to this culinary
heritage, blending traditional
elements with modern techniques,
with Chef Ghanshyam Thapa’s
expertise.” 
The dessert menu is a lovely, light
way to end the meal. The Matcha
Baked Cheesecake stands out, with
its creamy, indulgent dessert with

earthy matcha notes that balance the
sweetness. It’s rich, so sharing it with
someone is a great idea to end the
meal on a satisfying note without it
feeling too heavy.
Beyond the food, the drinks at ‘RED’
deserve a special mention. The
beverages selection is inspired by

China’s rich cultural heritage, with
classics like the Lion’s Tail and

innovative creations like the
Dragon on the Sky and
Junshan Island Sundowner.
For those preferring non-
alcoholic options, the

Chinese Tanic, with lychee,
star anise and lime juice is

refreshingly fragrant. Meanwhile,
the Silver Tips, a ginger-infused
drink garnished with dragon fruit, is
the perfect quencher, ideal for
pairing with the rich flavours of
RED's menu.
‘RED’ offers a dining experience that
celebrates both authenticity and
creativity. The vegetarian options are
exceptional, proving that creating
perfect Chinese dishes without meat
is possible. Chef Sachin Malik and
his team have truly outdone
themselves, making this a must-visit
spot for anyone craving a true taste
of China. Whether you're a fan of
vegetarian or non-vegetarian dishes,
the menu offers something for
everyone, ensuring that your
journey through Chinese flavours
will be a memorable one.
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Delhi’s bazaars, pulsing with
life, colour, and history,
are much more than
marketplaces. They are a
blend of heritage and

modernity, places where the past and
present meet in a seamless confluence
of aromas, sounds, and sights. From
the labyrinthine lanes of Chandni
Chowk to the bustling avenues of Dilli
Haat, Delhi's markets tell stories of
centuries gone by and reflect the city's
evolving culture.
Delhi's bazaars have been central to the
city's identity since its days as the
capital of empires. Mughal emperor
Shah Jahan established Chandni
Chowk in the 17th century as a
marketplace that would rival any in the
world. Its name, meaning "Moonlight
Square," was inspired by a water canal
that once reflected the moonlight,
lending a magical glow to the
surroundings. Chandni Chowk became
the heart of trade in Mughal India,
where merchants from across Asia
brought in silk, spices, and jewels,
turning the area into a melting pot of
cultures.
As the years passed, other bazaars
sprang up, each with its own speciality
and charm. For instance, Khari Baoli,
the spice market, emerged as a go-to
for spices and dried fruits, its intense
aromas filling the air and adding a
signature fragrance to Delhi's streets.
Over time, bazaars like Daryaganj,
which once hosted booksellers and
publishers, and Sarojini Nagar, famous
for its affordable fashion, have added
layers to Delhi’s shopping culture.
Every festive season, Delhi transforms
into a radiant hub of celebration, where
joy, traditions, and community take
centre stage. Festivals like Diwali,
Navratri and Dussehra infuse the city
with vibrant energy, filling its streets
with lights, colours, and shoppers in
search of the perfect outfits,
decorations, and gifts. From historic
bazaars rich in tradition to modern
malls showcasing top designer brands,
festival shopping in Delhi is an
experience that beautifully combines
heritage and contemporary flair.
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Steeped in history, Chandni Chowk is
the ultimate destination for exploring
Delhi’s cultural roots. With narrow
lanes lined with shops, this iconic
market offers an impressive selection
of traditional wear, including bridal
lehengas, sarees, and intricate
jewellery. The new Omaxe Chowk adds
modern amenities to the shopping
experience, blending historic charm
with contemporary conveniences.
Chandni Chowk is a must-visit for

anyone looking to immerse themselves
in Delhi's rich heritage during the
festive season.
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Known for its affordability and variety,
Lajpat Nagar is a favourite among
festival shoppers. This lively market
offers everything from ethnic wear to
home décor and accessories, all at
competitive prices. Whether you're
after an elegant saree or bridal outfit,
Lajpat Nagar’s vibrant atmosphere and
wallet-friendly options make it a
popular spot for families prepping for
the festive season.
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Karol Bagh is famous for its mix of
traditional and contemporary attire,

making it a top destination for
wedding and festival shopping. With
stores packed into narrow, bustling
streets, shoppers can explore an
extensive range of bridal wear, textiles,
and unique jewellery. The energetic
vibe and variety make Karol Bagh ideal
for those seeking traditional attire and
festive accessories.
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If you’re looking for a more luxurious
shopping experience, Greater Kailash
is the place to be. Home to designer
boutiques and high-end stores, this
area is perfect for finding exclusive
bridal wear, premium jewellery, and
sophisticated trousseau outfits. With
its upscale ambience, Greater Kailash
attracts festival-goers who want to
celebrate in style.
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Soon to open, Downtown by Mansan
Group brings a new shopping
experience to South Delhi,
conveniently located near the Sarojini
Nagar Metro Station. Spread over 2.18
acres, this modern retail complex
combines high-street brands with
luxury outlets, offering a blend of
shopping and contemporary office
spaces. With ample parking and a
range of dining options, Downtown is
set to become a favourite for festival
shoppers seeking convenience and a
touch of sophistication.
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One of Delhi’s upscale markets, Khan
Market presents a more sophisticated
experience. Although it originated as a
market for refugees from Pakistan after
Partition, Khan Market has evolved
into a high-end shopping hub, known
for designer boutiques, international
brands, and posh eateries. Its ambience
strikes a balance between global trends
and Indian tastes, attracting the city's
elite and expatriates.
Delhi's bazaars are not just shopping
destinations—they are cultural
institutions that hold a mirror to the
city’s diverse population. During
festivals like Diwali and Eid, bazaars
take on a life of their own, with streets
decked in lights, special offerings at
every stall, and an air of celebration all
around. Vendors and shoppers,
coming from varied cultural and
economic backgrounds, interact with
warmth and camaraderie, making
these spaces truly inclusive.
Besides, the food scene in Delhi’s
markets is an experience in itself. From
Paranthe Wali Gali’s fried delights to
the chaats of INA Market and the
kebabs of Jama Masjid, the bazaars
have something to tantalise every
palate. Street food vendors, often in
families for generations, have honed
their craft, turning simple snacks into
icons of Delhi’s culinary landscape.
The Future of Delhi's Bazaars:
Balancing Heritage with Modern
Needs.
As Delhi modernises, its bazaars are
also evolving. The government has
initiated efforts to preserve historical
markets, restoring facades and
improving infrastructure to cater to
tourists and preserve heritage.
However, challenges persist: rapid
urbanisation, increased footfall, and
modernisation pressures can
sometimes erode the traditional spirit
of these markets. Yet, the resilience of
Delhi’s bazaars lies in their
adaptability.
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In quest of spiritual enlightenment, I
embarked on a spiritual journey to
Jagannath Puri, the revered abode

of Lord Krishna. Boarding a local train
from Dhenkanal railway station at
dawn, I felt a thrill of excitement for
the adventure ahead. The weather was
beautiful, with the sun just beginning
to rise, casting a warm glow over
everything. As the train moved along, I
found myself pondering my plans for
the day once I reached Puri, eagerly
anticipating the experiences that
awaited me.
After a few hours of the train's
rhythmic motion, I finally arrived at
my destination. Upon exiting the
station, I immediately started looking
for a place to stay. Fortunately, I found
Hotel Nemili nearby. I settled on
renting 1400 to the hotel reception to
get a room. The room was cosy and
inviting, a perfect spot to rest after my
journey. After resting and freshening
up for a while, I felt rejuvenated and
ready to explore.
Eager to soak in the local ambience, I
grabbed a cup of tea from a nearby
stall, enjoying the vibrant atmosphere
around me. The streets buzzed with
life, filled with locals and tourists alike,
all making their way to the temple.
Soon, I decided to take a shared auto to
the famous Jagannath Temple. The
driver charged me Rs. 20 and dropped
me a short distance from the temple
entrance.
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As I walked along Chakratirtha Road, I
noticed a significant crowd gathering,
likely due to the weekend and the special
occasion of Govardhan Puja. A police
officer stationed nearby mentioned that it
would take at least three hours to have
darshan due to the rush. Many brokers
approached me, promising faster entry for
a fee of Rs. 500, but I decided not to
engage with them and continued on my
way, determined to experience the
authentic essence of the pilgrimage.
The heat was intense, and I felt a bit
uneasy, the sun bearing down as I moved
through the throngs of people. After a
while, I reached the temple's entrance,
where I stored my mobile and shoes in the
locker provided by the temple trust. I

joined the long line for
darshan, the

a n t i c i p a t i o n
building with

each step. After two hours of waiting and
moving through the crowd, I finally had
darshan of Lord Jagannath, along with
visits to the Sakshi Gopal and Ganesh
temples within the premises. The
atmosphere was electric with devotion,
and I took a moment to soak in the
spiritual energy that filled the air. I also
made sure to visit the Mahalakshmi
Temple before leaving the complex, feeling
grateful for the blessings received.
As I emerged from the sacred precincts of
the Jagannath Temple, I was blessed with a
profound spiritual experience witnessing
the live installation of the Patitapabana
Bana, a revered flag atop the temple's
majestic spire. This sacred ritual, steeped
in tradition and significance, left an
indelible mark on my soul, with a sense of
serenity and connection to the divine.”
By the time I exited the temple, my
stomach growled in protest. I walked

down Chakratirtha

Road again and stopped at Ram Lalla
restaurant, where I enjoyed a satisfying
meal. The flavours were delicious, and I
found myself reflecting on the incredible
experience of the day—the vibrant sights,
the sounds of prayers, and the palpable
sense of community.
To make the evening even better, I set out
for Puri's popular Golden Beach, where
many people were already
present. After sitting there for
a while, I felt a deep sense of
peace watching the waves
crash against the shore.
The sight of the ocean
calmed my mind, and I

enjoyed an ice
cream being sold

n e a r b y ,

savouring the moment. After spending
some more time lost in thought and
tranquillity, I decided to call it a day and
returned to my hotel to rest.
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The next morning, I woke up early,
checked out of the hotel, and placed my
luggage in the locker room near the
station. With excitement bubbling within
me, I made my way to Vatika Restaurant
for breakfast, relishing the local flavours
before setting off for Konark. I took a
shared auto to reach there, and as soon as
I arrived, I was greeted by intense heat,
much stronger than in Puri.
My first stop was the Sun Temple, an
incredible historic site under the
Archaeological Survey of India, which
required an entry
ticket for Rs. 35.
Thankfully,

tickets can be easily purchased online,
making it convenient for travellers. The
temple’s architecture was mesmerising, a
true marvel of ancient Indian
craftsmanship. I spent some time
exploring the intricacies of the carvings
and the grandeur of the structure, feeling
a sense of reverence as I walked through
the sacred grounds.
After immersing myself in the history of
the Sun Temple, I continued to
Chandrabhaga Beach, just 4 kilometres
away. The beach is very popular among
tourists and offers fun activities like ATV
bike rides and boat rides. I spent a while
enjoying the beach, feeling the soft sand
beneath my feet and the refreshing sea
breeze against my skin. The vibrant
energy of the beach was infectious, and I
could see families enjoying picnics,
children building sandcastles, and friends
laughing together.
As the day went on, I checked the time
and decided it was best to head back. I
knew I had to catch the 5 PM local train
back to Dhenkanal. Returning to Puri, I
caught the train and settled in, watching
the scenery change outside the window. I
reached home with a heart full of
cherished memories and stunning sights
that stayed vividly in my mind, knowing
that this journey had deepened my
connection to my spirituality and left me
yearning for more adventures in the
future.
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Historical events throu -
gh 2023 and 2024, and 
the shaping of politics 
and diplomacy, are 

pro viding intriguing insights into 
our world, bridging the past with 
a violent, volatile present. Widely 
reported in the global media is the 
mind-numbing, incessant and 
most intense bombing campaigns 
of Israel in Gaza. Israel said it str -
uck at least 12,000 targets from 7 
October to 1 November 2023, not 
sparing hospitals, schools, mosqu -
es, churches. Al Jazeera reported 
that by 25 October, just 19 days 
into the assault, Israeli attacks kill -
ed at least 7,028 people, including 
2,913 children, in Gaza. Residents, 
including children, who had taken 
shelter in the Church of Saint Por-
phyrius, were killed in the bomb-
ings. Saint Porphyrius in Gaza�s 
Old City is considered the third-
oldest church in the world. Built 
in 425 CE, it offered sanctuary to 
many Christian and Muslim resi-
dents of Gaza. 

Over the last 20 years, since 
2003, the axis of destruction has 
been shifting when the Gulf War 
engulfed the entire region, with 
bri ef intense conflicts between 
Iraq and combined forces of the 
US and UK, and later, the US-led 
occupation of Iraq with the aim of 
dethroning Saddam Hussein.  The 
mysterious �weapons of mass de -
s truction� and the decadence of 
Saddam�s long reign became com-
mon knowledge; what is lesser 
known is the story of saving the 
cultural heritage in the aftermath 
of military actions in Iraq, once the 
ancient land of Mesopotamia, a 
rich and powerful civilization 
which flourished 5,000 years ago. 
The world�s first great cities emer -
ged here, becoming major centres 
of knowledge, learning, trade and 
commerce. 

In The Burlington Magazine 
(December 2015), an editorial bri -
n gs alive the role played by the 
Bri tish Museum during the trau-
matic Gulf War. �Three weeks be -
fore the war broke out John Curtis, 
then Keeper, Department of the 
Middle East, and Robert Spring-
borg, of the Middle East Institute 
at the School of African and Orien -
tal Studies, warned the Minister of 
Defence (Geoff Hoon) of the po -
tential danger to the cultural her-
itage of military action in Iraq. 
Why had the Coalition not sought 
to protect Baghdad�s National Mu -
seum? These and other questions 
about Iraq dominated a British 
Museum press conference, on 15 
April 2003.� 

It was under the leadership of 
the Museum Director Neil Mac-
Gregor that the Prime Minister�s 
office was contacted with a requ -
est for immediate protection of 

key historical sites. With remark-
able alacrity, MacGregor announ -
ced that British Museum would 
play a lead role within an alliance 
of five world-class museums (the 
Hermitage, St Petersburg; the Lou-
vre, Paris; the State Museums in 
Berlin, and the Metropolitan Mu -
seum of Art, New York) in provid-
ing Iraq�s National Museum with 
assistance. 

MacGregor�s sense of urgen -
cy, as The Observer rightly pointed 
out on 8 June 2003 had moved 
antiquities up the political agenda. 
He also drew media attention to 
the universal sense that what was 
being lost or desecrated in Iraq 
were not distant artifacts but a 
heritage and history 
that belonged to the 
whole world. From 
this time on, Mac-
Gregor wo uld repe -
atedly state his be -
lief that we are all 
becoming �world 
citizens�. 

This magisteri-
al ability to focus on 
world heritage and 
joining the dots be -
tween yesterday, 
today and-tomor-
row makes Mac-
Gregor�s chapter 
titled �Thy Kingdom 
Come� (in �Living 
with the Gods�) a compulsive read. 
�By the rivers of Babylon ~ there 
we sat down; and there we wept / 
when we remembered Zion�. He 
began with Psalm 137 which saw 
a Jamaican reggae band, the Mel -
o dians, turn the lament of the Jews 
for their �lost Jerusalem� into a 
Rastafarian song of hope. Initially 
the Jamaican government found it 
dangerously subversive, only later 
realising the words were straight 
from the Bible. When the popular 
Boney M performed this song, it 
topped charts across Europe. 

Remembering Zion, as Mac-
Gregor pointed out, has been a 
subject not just of a song but of 
po litical action for over 2,500 yea -
rs. �The idea of Zion, a place rem -
embered or imagined where the 
people of God could properly wor-
ship their God free from the tyran-
ny of the powerful, became an 
enduring strand of Jewish thought, 
and later of all the Abrahamic fai -
ths,� he explained referring to Ju -
daism, Christianity and Islam. 

World citizens of today who 
can stomach gut-wrenching det -
ails, imagery of devastation and 
death unleashed by Israel, do re -
call that 70 per cent of Gaza�s pop-
ulation is composed of refugees of 
the 1948 Nakba, when an estimat-
ed 750,000 Palestinians were for -
ced out of their homes by Zionist 
militias. What the relentless bom -

b ings are reviving are not just the 
memories of the Nakba 75 years 
ago, but brutalities and destruc-
tion in the ancient lands of the last 
3,000 years. Jerusalem itself, the 
Zion of song and longing in Baby-
lon, is perhaps the single most bit-
terly contested patch of land in 
human history, wrote MacGregor. 

Through his words the long 
span of global history unfolds: �The 
tragic conflicts of today are only the 
latest phase of a continuum that 
stretches back over thousands of 
years and includes British and 
Babylonians, Arabs, Crusaders, 
Persians, Egyptians and, most sys-
tematically brutal of all, Roman.�    

He wrote: �In 587 BCE, Neb-
uchadnezzar, one of 
the greatest Kings of 
the Chaldean dynas -
ty of Babylonia, con-
quered Jerusalem. 
He destroyed and 
plundered the Tem-
ple, the supreme 
focus of Jewish faith 
and ritual sacrifice 
which had been 
built and embel-
lished around 400 
years earlier by King 
Solomon. Many tho -
usands of Jews were 
deported to Baby-
lon, by whose rivers 
� the canals of the 

Euphrates � they dreamt of the day 
when might return to the land of 
their fathers and worship in a 
rebuilt Temple. Until then they 
would endure their exile, repeat the 
plaintive question of the psalmist: 
�How shall we sing the Lord�s song 
in a strange land?�� 

Timelines of the next 700 
years are significant. 

By 539 BCE, Cyrus the King of 
Persia conquered Babylon; he 
allowed the deported Jews to 
return in joy to Jerusalem, to re -
build the city and the Temple 
where worship and sacrifice 
resumed. �It seemed a miraculous 
deliverance,� commented Mac-
Gregor, adding �the experience of 
exile left a deep mark, spiritual as 
well as scriptural.� 

By 60 BCE when the Romans 
had effectively taken control of the 
area around Jerusalem, a strategic 
crossroads between Egypt and 
Persia, a puppet Jewish King was 
installed who bowed to the 
Roman Kings and Gods, sullying 
the Jewish faith in the heart of the 
Temple, besides imposing heavy 
taxes on the people. The test of 
endurance for Jews continued for 
almost hundred years. They were 
advised by Jesus to remain accom-
modative and comprising.  Mac-
Gregor explained: Jesus took a 
Roman coin, showed the Emper-
or�s head on it and told his antag-

onists to �render unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar�s and to 
God the things that are God�s�. 

In 66 CE, a great revolt agai -
nst Roman military occupation 
broke out resulting in defeat for 
the Jews, and the total destruction 
of the Temple in Jerusalem by 70 
CE. Rome�s victory over the Jews 
became for decades a central part 
of imperial propaganda. By 131 
CE, simmering hatred of Jews to -
wards their Roman rulers explod-
ed into another war, with rebels 
fighting for an independent state: 
the Jewish rebel leader was Simon 
bar Kokhba. 

From the British Museum co -
llection, MacGregor weaves toge -
ther the narrative through a clum-
sily-minted coin dating to 132 CE. 
The coin became instrumental in 
understanding turbulent centuries 
when people were being massa-
cred, just as they are being ruth-
lessly bombed today.  

The coin in question is a 
rough and powerful statement, 
with an image of the Temple 
destroyed in the first Jewish revolt: 
it also carried the rebel leader�s 
name on its edge, Shim on. On the 
other side, Prof Mary Beard of 
Cambridge University explained, 
there are palm branches and in 
Hebrew script the words, �For the 
liberation of Jerusalem�. Not just a 
coin, she felt it was an aggressively 
propogandist coin, minted by 
rebels of the second great revolt. 
For MacGregor the coin has a key 
message: �the miracle of deliver-
ance from oppression, and of 
restoring worship in the Temple. 
The promise of Shimon bar Kokh-
ba and his coin was that it could 
happen again. The occupier could 
be driven out. Zion could be 
restored.�    

The story of Shimon bar Ko -
kh ba had its heroic but tragic end, 
even though he created a small 
State of Beth Israel before being 
decimated by the mighty Roman 
armies in 135 CE. Emperor Hadri-
an wiped off buildings, culture 
and memories of the Jewish revolt, 
giving off the lands to the enemies 
of Jews, the Philistines. �Jerusalem� 
simply ceased to exist; at the Tem-
ple where Jehovah was once wor-
shipped, now the Roman God Ju -
piter and the Emperor were cele-
brated. MacGregor ended the sec-
tion, with prophetic words, �For 
the Romans and for the Jews, it 
had become impossible to sepa-
rate politics and religion.� 

For world citizens today, after 
the attack by Hamas and Israeli 
invasion from October 2023 onw -
ards, it has become impossible not 
to shed tears for the 40,000 killed 
in the Gaza Strip, as reported by 
UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs.

The 16th Conference of Parties to 
the UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity (COP16) wrapped up 
on Saturday in Cali, Colombia. 

This was the first biodiversity COP since 
the adoption of the Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) at 
COP15 held in Montreal, Canada in 
December 2022. The parties (govern-
ments) and other stakeholders will review 
the state of implementation of the GBF 
and show the alignment of the respective 
National Biodiversity Strategies and 
Action Plans (NBSAPs) with the frame-
work. A major focus of COP16 was on 
capacity-building, monitoring, and 
advanced resource mobilisation for the 
GBF. The event also saw the adoption of 
a multilateral mechanism on the fair and 
equitable sharing of benefits from the use 
of digital sequence information on genetic 
resources. In addition, the parties provid-
ed updates on the Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety and the Nagoya Protocol on 
Access and Benefit-Sharing. 

Improving our relationship with 
nature is the best way at the moment to 
address the consequences of climate 
change. The ecosystems around us, such 
as forests, wetlands, and mangroves, are 
natural machines for mitigating climate 
change. Forests alone absorb about 2.6 
billion tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2) 
annually, which is one-third of the CO2 
released by burning fossil fuels. Besides, 
mangroves and seagrass meadows can 
store five to ten times more CO2 per 

hectare than terrestrial forests. Forest 
restoration and wetland conservation 
could reduce up to 37 percent of the emis-
sions to meet the Paris Agreement targets 
by 2030. The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) highlighted the 
importance of the protection and restora-
tion of natural ecosystems to remove an 
additional one billion tonnes of CO2 from 
the atmosphere by 2050.  However, we are 
aware that deforestation across the world 
due to agriculture has caused about 12-
15 percent of global CO2 emissions, which 
is equivalent to the emission of the entire 
transportation sector. Around 10 million 
hectares of forest were lost during the 
period of 2015-2020. The global reforesta-
tion effort could sequester around 205 
gigatonnes of carbon. Over $44 trillion of 
global GDP (approximately half of the 
world's economic output) is mostly 
dependent on ecosystem services, i.e. 
water filtration, climate regulation, and 
pollination, according to the World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF). However, biodiver-
sity loss could reduce global GDP by $2.7 
trillion annually by 2030. According to the 
UN Environment Programme (UNEP), 
investment in biodiversity and ecosystem 
restoration could yield up to $9 for every 
$1. Sustainable practices like renewable 
energy, smart agriculture, and conserva-
tion could create 395 million jobs across 
the world by 2030. The 15th Amendment 
to the Constitution of Bangladesh (2011) 
affirmed the state's responsibility for bio-
diversity preservation. We then went on 
to enact several legal instruments, such as 
the Ecologically Critical Areas Manage-
ment Rules, 2016, Protected Area Man-
agement Rules, 2017, and the Bangladesh 
Biodiversity Act, 2017. As a result, the cou -
ntry now has 13 ecological hotspots and 
22 protected areas to conserve biodiver-
sity. We also have a National Conservation 
Policy (2016-2031) in place to ensure the 
sustainable use of natural resources, 
including biodiversity.  

The government's eighth Five-Year 
Plan (2020-2025) and the long-term Delta 
Plan 2100 integrate water, land, environ-
ment, and biodiversity to mitigate climate 
change risks and reduce biodiversity loss. 
The National Adaptation Plan (2023-2050) 
prioritises biodiversity conservation and 
climate action, nature-based solutions, 
and the establishment of forest and 
coastal zone policies. 

With which is incorporated  
The Englishman~ founded 1821
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Balancing Trade 

As a second Trump term in the White House looms, 
India faces a renewed challenge in managing its 
trade relationship with the United States. During 

Mr Donald Trump�s earlier term as President, India exp -
erie nced direct and often aggressive pressure to lower tar-
iffs on specific American goods, notably high-end motor-
cycles, in line with his �America First� vision. This stance 
demanded concessions to �balance� trade relationships, 
typically prioritising American economic interests. While 
recent years under the Biden administration saw a more 
measured approach, the return of Mr Trump�s transac-
tional diplomacy would likely mean a return to tough 
negotiations for India. The country�s trade with the US is 
a high-stakes matter: the US remains one of India�s largest 
markets for exports, ranging from engineering goods and 
pharmaceuticals to textiles and jewellery. Giv en the 
reliance on these sectors to drive India�s economic growth, 
India stands to gain considerably from maintaining strong 
trade ties with the US. However, Mr Trump�s probable em -
ph asis on India reducing tariffs to benefit Ame rican exp -
or ters poses a direct challenge. From India�s perspective, 
managing this relationship without conceding too much 
in sensitive areas like dairy or certain con tro lled medical 
devices will be critical. On the flip side, Mr Trump�s return 
may also present opportunities for India, especially amid 
the US�s increasing push to diversify its manufacturing 
base away from China. This �China + 1� strategy, which 
gained traction post-pandemic, aims to lessen dependence 
on Chinese production and has al ready opened doors for 
Indian manufacturers to access Western markets. To lever-
age this strategy, India needs a well-planned approach 
that not only addresses US concerns but also ensures that 
Indian exports remain competitive. 

However, managing the Chinese influence brings 
additional complexities. As the US and Europe impose 
stricter restrictions on Chinese imports, there is a risk of 
China turning to other markets like India to offload surplus 
goods at reduced prices. This could lead to a flood of low-
cost Chinese products in the Indian market, affecting 
domestic manufacturers, especially in sectors relying on 
intermediate goods. While anti-dumping measures may 
help curb this threat, overuse of these measures could 
harm India�s small and medium enterprises that rely on 
affordable raw materials for production. To navigate these 
challenges, India must be prepared with a balanced, strate-
gic approach to negotiate effectively while safeguarding 
domestic interests. Offering concessions on non-sensitive 
items like high-end luxury goods could pave the way for 
favourable terms without significantly impacting the 
domestic market.  

At the same time, India must be cautious in protecting 
areas of national interest, ensuring any relaxation in duties 
is calculated and controlled. Ultimately, as India weighs 
its trade strategy, the larger goal should be clear: maximise 
gains in exports and economic cooperation while  
minimising vulnerabilities. The trade relationship with the 
US, while challenging, offers vast opportunities that  
India cannot afford to overlook. By taking a pragmatic and 
flexible approach, India can work toward a mutually  
beneficial relationship, seizing the economic opportunities 
created by global shifts while maintaining its strategic 
autonomy. 

German Disarray 

The collapse of Germany�s coalition government 
marks a pivotal moment for the country, facing both 
economic strain and mounting geopolitical pres-

sures. Chancellor Olaf Scholz�s administration, a three-
way coalition between his Social Democrats (SPD), the 
Greens, and the Free Democrats (FDP), has been marred 
by conflicting visions on spending priorities and national 
policy. The disintegration of this coalition, coupled with 
Germany�s economic contraction, raises a question critical 
to both the German electorate and its allies: Is it time for 
Germany to hold an early election to reset and stabilise? 
Support for an early election has surged, reflecting broad 
frustration with the political stalemate and economic 
uncertainty that have taken hold. In the wake of the coali-
tion�s collapse, opposition leaders have amplified their 
calls for a vote sooner rather than later, arguing that delays 
only serve party agendas and prolong Germany�s chal-
lenges. The current government�s failure to agree on essen-
tial fiscal policies has left Germany vulnerable to further 
economic downturns and weakened its influence on press-
ing foreign policy issues, from supporting Ukraine to 
preparing for potential trade conflicts with major 
economies. An early election would offer Germans a 
chance to redefine the political mandate. For Germany, 
where coalition governments are the norm, voter turnout 
often dictates the balance of power in parliament and can 
determine whether moderate or more polarised forces 
dominate. With the stakes higher than ever, a new election 
would allow the public to recalibrate priorities around eco-
nomic resilience, social stability, and global competitive-
ness. Germany�s economy is contracting for a second con-
secutive year, and its industrial base ~ a historic pillar of 
its global strength ~ is grappling with high energy costs 
and labour challenges. Germany must address these issues 
decisively, and a reinvigorated government may be better 
equipped to implement needed reforms.  

Notably, leaders like Robert Habeck of the Greens, 
currently the vice chancellor, could shift the political land-
scape. His vocal advocacy for increased spending to drive 
green energy and industrial revitalisation aligns with calls 
from industry leaders who worry about Germany�s ability 
to stay competitive. Mr Habeck�s potential bid for chan-
cellorship suggests that the Greens may seek to capitalise 
on the current crisis to gain a stronger mandate for their 
agenda. Whether the public embraces this vision or pivots 
to a more conservative stance under the Christian Democ-
rats is an open question, but an early election would offer 
a clearer direction. Beyond internal reforms, Germany�s 
geopolitical role demands a coherent and steady approach. 
Europe is entering a critical period with the return of Don-
ald Trump as America�s President and escalating tariff ten-
sions with China. As a leader within the EU and NATO, 
Germany must be prepared to engage with allies and 
adversaries alike. Only a stable, cohesive government can 
manage this effectively. Ultimately, an early election could 
allow Germany to rebuild its political unity and reassert 
its economic and global standing. 

Their �lost Jerusalem� 
Vol. CXXXXXVIII  44 (S)

editor@thestatesman.com

SIR, When India lost 0-3 in England 
in 1974, Ajit Wadekar resigned as 
skipper immediately. After India 
were eliminated at the preliminary 
stage in the 2007 World Cup, Dravid 
never skippered India again in lim-
ited overs cricket. So, should Rohit 
Sharma, hitherto a brilliant bats-
man and helmsman, quit after one 
of India�s supreme ignominies? His 
reckless batting, moreover, set a ter-
rible example as leader.  

The jury is certainly out on his 
future. Greg Chappell was sacked 
as head coach after India prema-
turely exited the 2007 World Cup. 
Should the axe likewise fall on Gau-
tam Gambhir? Here, too, jurors are 
in a huddle. Sharma and Gambhir 
staying in their posts, though, 

appears to be a fait accompli for the 
tour of Australia.  

Sachin Tendulkar wondered 
aloud if it was �lack of preparation�, 
�poor shot selection� or �lack of 
match practice� that caused India�s 
abysmal showing against the Kiwis. 
Can India make amends in Aus-
tralia? They did recover after being 
bundled out for 36 at Adelaide last 
time around.  

It should be the last chance 
granted to Gambhir, Sharma and 
Kohli to redeem themselves. In the 
delirium that the BCCI has existed 
in lately, obsessed with phenomena 
like the Indian Premier League, cer-
tain fundamentals have been for-
gotten.  

That it�s not the BCCI�s bank 
balance but India�s display on the 
field which matters most. That 
while lifting the Twenty20 World 

Cup this year wasn�t insignificant, 
wearing the WTC crown is the ulti-
mate prize in a game conceived as 
an even contest between bat and 

ball. The BCCI boasts that its net 
worth is greater than the combined 
wealth of the rest of the cricket 
boards. But it is the Aussies with far 

less funds who hold the WTC and 
World Cup trophies. 
Yours, etc., Shovanlal Chakraborty, 

Kolkata, 7 November. 

Last  chance 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RAJU 
MANSUKHANI

The writer is a researcher-
author on history and      

heritage issues and a former 
deputy curator of            

Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya

Finding balance 
and peace with 
nature 

GANGULI DEBOBALA  �  Left us on  
10th November, 1999. Missed by  
Chhanda, Babu, Munmun, others.

IN MEMORIAM

SEMINAL VERDICT 
SIR, In a landmark ruling, the Sup reme Court on Tuesday decisively clarified that not all private property 
can be classified as �material reso urces of the community� for redistribution by the state under Article 39 
(b) of the Constitution. The verdict, delivered by a nine-judge Bench draws a firm line between private own-
ership and public re sources. It emphasised a nuanced, context-specific approach.  

At the heart of the ruling is the recognition that not all privately held resources necessarily serve the 
�common good� when redistributed. The SC outlined specific criteria for determining whether a private 
asset falls within the community�s material resources: its in herent characteristics, scarcity and impact on 
societal welfare. This protects individual ownership while ensuring that essential resources, such as natural 
reserves or spectrum, can be made available for the public benefit when necessary. This verdict marks a 
prudent shift in balancing economic policy with constitutional rights. By ruling that the judiciary�s role is to 
respect the �intent of the framers to lay down the foundation for an economic democracy�, the SC reaffirms 
the importance of elected representatives in shaping economic choices. This restraint is crucial as India�s 
economic landscape expan ds to include new industries and complex assets. It underlines the court�s com-
mitment to safeguarding individual property rights while prioritising common good judiciously. 

Yours, etc., Khokan Das, Kolkata, 7 November. 

World citizens of today who can stomach gut-wrenching details, imagery of 
devastation and death do recall that 70 per cent of Gaza�s population is 
composed of refugees of the 1948 Nakba, when an estimated 750,000 
Palestinians were forced out of their homes by Zionist militias. What the 
relentless bombings are reviving are not just the memories of the Nakba 75 
years ago, but brutalities and destruction in the ancient lands over the last 
3000 years. Jerusalem itself, the Zion of song and longing in Babylon, is 
perhaps the single most bitterly contested patch of land in human history, 
wrote Neil MacGregor 
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NOW AND AGAIN

ACROSS 
 

1    Weak theory oddly 

incorporated in 

system  

(6) 

4    Little guards 

accompanying outlaw 

(6) 

8    Mad fellow in charge 

drawing in soldiers 

with trap (8) 

10  Attempt from left to 

shell stronghold  

(6) 

11  Swapping knight for 

rook, alter attack  

(6) 

12  Observing gin and 

tonic being drunk  

(8) 

13  Ball game team near 

swimming location  

(8) 

15  Sound of gas escaping 

that man�s son (4) 

16  Throw dough in New 

York (4) 

17  Single wrong accepted 

by general public as 

horror (8) 

21  Claim fast is fun (8) 

22  Vehicle requiring 

internal upkeep 

essentially shuddered 

(6) 

24  First person that 

docked starts to  

comb an island  

(6) 

25  Fledgling on me 

repelled man  

(8) 

26  Fugitive climbing  

plant (6) 

27  Strong shelter to west 

protected by 

enclosure  

(6) 

 

DOWN 
 
1    After brief crush, in 

love (7) 

2    Singer quite normally 

entertains  

(5) 

3    They�re horrible river 

swimmers (7) 

5    A good person turned, 

receiving info for spies 

(6) 

6    Democrat powerful 

releasing one female 

not working  

(9) 

7    Masses of resistance 

in underwear  

(7) 

9    Birds saw between 

sticks close to lake 

(6,5) 

14  Canoe all over the 

place, get over  

(4,5) 

16  Aquatic creature 

switching ends of 

beautiful shore  

(7) 

18  We�re told put fluid 

on bearing for 

investigation (7) 

19  Seriously back 

heartless lady  

(7) 

20  Youngster worried to 

change form (6) 

23  A villain dropping old 

dispute  

(5)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20

21 22 23

24 25

26 27

CROSSWORD

C O N C U P I S C E N T
S W O E H S W B
E C L A M P S I A S P E L L
L P O M N A
F A C T O R S B A T H T U B
A L S O H Y B
W H E A T M E A L I S T L E
A A H S I X H R
R A N G E P I C T O G R A M
E S A E T E O
N O H O P E R P A R V E N U
E A A R O T
S E V E N N A I L P U N C H
S E O T M I A S

N A R R O W E S C A P E

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-292956

GOURI SANKAR NAG AND 
MANAS MUKUL BANDYOPADHYAY 

 

N
ovember 6 marks the begin-
ning of a momentous chap-
ter in American history, not 
only as the date when Don-

ald Trump was elected as the 47th 
President of the United States but also 
as a symbol of a new era characterized 
by a resurgence of American glory and 
pre-eminence. Although such an 
overwhelming victory could not be 
forecast before, the widespread 
euphoria that the election outcome 
exudes signifies a discernible shift in 
the political landscape, where 
Trump’s persona seems to have re-
emerged as a beacon of hope for 
many, particularly those disillusioned 
by both internal discomfiture and on-
going global crises intensified by 
Biden’s shaky conduct. 

Although it would be too early 
to say this,  the implications of 
Trump’s new inning undoubtedly 
extend beyond domestic borders, 
resonating with hope for a battered 
humanity across the globe, whether 
war-ravaged Eastern Europe or 
regions like the Middle East, where 
conflict has spilt over into broader 
supply-chain and security disasters. 
For marginalized communities, 
including Black and Asian popula-
tions within the U.S., Trump’s elec-
tion represents an opportunity to get 
their voice heard, positioning him as 
a potential pivot for bold change 
both at home and abroad. 

But how will a new administra-
tion under Trump respond to the 
pressure of huge expectations - the 
demand already built up by his 
pledges.   

While the mandate favouring 
Trump is compelling and irrefutable, 
it is essential to analyze his leadership 
style critically. Unlike the model of 
statesmanship exemplified by 
thinkers like John Stuart Mill, who 
advocated for rational discourse and 
representative governance, Trump 
embodies a more impulsive approach. 
As noted by Sashi Tharoor, he is akin 

to “an open book” - a leader who 
articulates his thoughts candidly but 
often without the restraint associated 
with the conventional decorum of for-
malities. His communication style can 
be described as spontaneous and at 
times hysterical, which raises ques-
tions about his astuteness, not to 
speak of dexterity, in navigating com-
plex international relations. 

Despite these traits, Trump 
adheres to a philosophy of benevolent 
authoritarianism and champions 
‘American exceptionalism’ - a belief 
that America holds a unique place in 
the world that justifies its leadership 
role. These characteristics present 
both opportunities and challenges for 
his transition team as it seeks to 
address pressing issues domestically 
and internationally. 

Trump, a septuagenarian often 
characterized as a showman, possess-
es keen political acumen that enables 
him to attract a diverse coalition of 
supporters, including moderates and 
those disenchanted with Democratic 
politics. His election campaigns have 
demonstrated an ability to connect 
with various segments of society by 
focusing on pragmatic issues rather 
than adhering to broader progressive 
ideals like climate. Unlike the Demo-
cratic Party, which emphasizes 
women’s reproductive rights, LGBTQ+ 
rights, and climate change initiatives, 
Trump has strategically positioned 
himself as a champion of economic 
growth and national security. 

Although it is difficult to mend the 
system overnight, particularly when 
society is stuck in the blind alley of 
bipartisanship and when democracy’s 
inherent spirit gets stymied by elites 
and multiple divisions, it is notable 
indeed that Trump’s pre-election 
meetings were designed to give a badly 
needed healing touch that appealed to 
ordinary voters alienated by the more 
progressive stances of his opponents. 
By avoiding the pitfalls of the left-of-
the-centre stances associated with pro-
gressive agendas, he crafted a narrative 
that prioritized tangible outcomes over 
ideological commitments. 

Moreover, Trump’s understand-
ing of the political landscape is evi-
dent in his campaign strategies. He 
adeptly identifies key issues that res-
onate with his base while simultane-
ously reaching out to moderates who 
may prioritize economic stability over 
social justice initiatives. His rhetoric 
often emphasized themes such as job 
creation, and American exceptional-
ism - elements that are designed to 
evoke a sense of nostalgia and pride 
among voters. This calculated 
approach not only solidifies his sup-
port among loyalists but also creates 
an inviting space for undecided vot-
ers. In this way, Trump’s political tac-
tics reflect a nuanced understanding 
of voter sentiment that transcends 
mere showmanship. 

Trump’s election campaign team 
included many stars from the very 
unassuming Susie Wiles to tycoons 
like Elon Musk. It is already being said 
that Musk is the architect of Trump’s 
victory, hence credit goes to him for 
adeptly making new narratives of 
plausible change personified by 
Trump rather than restoration of 
Biden or Obama policies. Trump him-
self admitted the contribution of 
Musk in his victory speech. However, 
Musk’s entry into direct politics is not 
novel because many CEOs before him 
have ventured into politics, which 
shows how the political economy 
remains closely aligned with big busi-
ness. It was obvious that most busi-
ness tycoons including Amazon’s Jeff 
Bezos would quickly praise Trump. 
However, behind the story of Trump’s 
win, a new star was born. That was 
Musk, who strategically used social 
media platforms to persuade a major-
ity of voters with his rhetoric of 
change that means industry, business 
and profitability for companies.  

Recently, Garrett Nelson, an ana-
lyst with CFRA Research, opined in a 
note, “In our view, Tesla and CEO 
Elon Musk are perhaps the biggest 
winners from the election result, and 
we believe Trump’s victory will help 
expedite regulatory approval of the 
company’s autonomous driving  

technology”. It clearly reflects that 
Trump’s second innings is a façade 
behind which calculated steps were 
responsible for boosting the compe-
tition in the thriving auto industry 
thereby raising Tesla's stock price. It 
was not big data or voter turnout 
models, but rather voters’ confidence 
in the authenticity of Musk’s propa-
ganda that succeeded in fostering a 
palpable sense among the youth and 
veterans alike that a golden chapter 
was about to commence. 

However, there are many chal-
lenges before Trump, first and fore-
most because reforming systems of 
governance and external relations 
within a four-year timeframe is simply 
absurd even though he could imple-
ment some transformative policies 
during the second innings of his pres-
idency. However, the so-called 
“epiphany effect” stemming from 
these policy shifts, unless neutralised 
with sobering adjustment, might 
engender confusion both domestical-
ly and internationally, as citizens 
grapple with the contradictions 
between expectations for concrete 
benefits and the reality of fluctuating 
stances on critical issues. 

This dissonance is likely to 
demoralise voters who may have 
anticipated a clear trajectory towards 
improvement. Furthermore, the 
implications of such erratic policy 
changes might undermine the cohe-
sion and resolve of security alliances 
like Nato, which remains predomi-
nantly defensive vis-a-vis increased 

Russian aggression. The inability of 
the US leadership to adopt a more 
assertive posture against regional 
hegemons such as Iran might further 
complicate the quest for resolution of 
the humanitarian crisis in Palestine 
and Lebanon. This was evident when 
instead of engaging with Tehran, 
Trump withdrew impatiently from the 
nuclear pact in 2019 leaving the situ-
ation in unaddressed precarity. 

Even the potential for Trump to 
pivot towards less consequential mat-
ters raises concerns about wasted 
opportunities for substantive engage-
ment on pressing challenges, espe-
cially political ecology or immigration. 
At the end of the day, can America be 
oblivious to the fact it is a nation of 
immigrants? So why unduly securitise 
it while taking up superficial initia-
tives or ceremonial events - like for-
eign visits or festive gatherings at the 
White House - that do little to address 
the underlying domestic discontent? 
This inclination towards focusing on 
petty issues not only risks alienating 
constituents seeking meaningful 
change but also diminishes US credi-
bility on the world stage. As interna-
tional relations become increasingly 
complex, American leadership must 
ponder over what Franklin Roosevelt 
said, “The Presidency is not merely an 
administrative office…It is pre-emi-
nently a place of moral leadership.” 

 
(The writers are, respectively, Professor, 
Department of Political Science, Sidho-Kanho-
Birsha University, and Associate Professor 
(Retd.), Chandernagore Govt. College.)

Could euphoria over win  
be a problem for Trump?

Real issues trump vague feelings

CHANDER GUPTA 
 

O
n the occasion of the 13th death 
anniversary of the unassuming 
hero that my father was, I owe to 
him a commemorative tribute. 

‘Pita ji’, the sobriquet with which his four 
offspring affectionately addressed him, 
passed away on 2 November 2011. 

My father was a budding lawyer when 
I was born in 1959 at Kaithal. As I was 
growing up and started going to school, he 
had in a short time established himself as 
a prominent lawyer of the area. In his hey-
days spanning three decades of 1960s, 
1970s and 1980s, my father was so famous 
that merely one line containing his name 
‘c/o Shri Lal Chand, Advocate, Kaithal’ was 
the postal address for our residence. He 
was fondly called Bau ji, or Bau Lal Chand 
by his clients and others. 

While his legal acumen was amply 
on display in court, his sterling charac-
ter shone brightly in the commitment 
with which he discharged his duties 
towards his extended family. Ours was 
a joint family and my father was the sole 
breadwinner for 10 members of the fam-
ily. His old parents and two younger 
brothers were fully dependent upon 
him. Because separation from old par-
ents and younger brothers would have 
been abdication of familial duty for him, 
he never contemplated moving to the 
High Court at Chandigarh though he 
had the potential to flourish. An epitome 
of sacrifice, he didn’t even bat an eyelid 
in shunning an offer of lateral entry in 
the judiciary as ADJ as that would have 
entailed movement. 

Apart from being a brilliant lawyer, he 
was actively involved in the social milieu 
of the town. My father was the Charter 
President of Lions Club at Kaithal. He was 
a member of the Managing Committees of 
RKSD College at Kaithal and DAV College 
at nearby Pundri. He was elected President 
of the Kaithal Bar Association with a 
thumping majority. Due to his jovial and 
helpful nature, people adored him. He had 
friends from all fields: doctors, teachers, 
engineers, politicians, etc. 

As I was the eldest of the siblings, 
everybody expected me to graduate in 
Law and join my father’s office. As an 
adult, I had my own mind and did M.A. 
(English) instead and eventually joined a 
bank. My two younger brothers studied 
Law but worked with my father for a short 
while only before both of them joined the 
judicial service. My father’s joy and pride 
knew no bounds when my brothers 
joined the judicial service though my par-
ents were left alone at our Kaithal home. 
After decades of hard work and shoulder-
ing onerous responsibilities, my father’s 
health started declining after he touched 
70. As he turned 75, he gave up the legal 
profession. Finally, he bid adieu to this 
world when he was 82 in the holy land of 
Kurukshetra, where he had shifted in the 
care of my younger brother. None of us 
siblings could emulate him in touching 
the dizzying heights he had attained. 

WIRELESS TEST 
CASE 

MR. JOHN SCOTT-TAGGART, the 
wire-less authority, has placed £500 at the 
disposal of the Radio Society of Great  
Britain towards fighting a test case  with the 
post office on the question of restrictions 
placed on amateur wireless transmission. 

Dr. Eccles, President of the Radio Soci-
ety of Great Britain, said that the restrictive 
regulations imposed were hindering scien-
tific discovery and diminishing our wireless 
prestige relative to other nations. 

The Wireless World has also offered 
£500 support to the Radio Society in the 
event of a test case being fought by them. 

BOYÊS GALLANTRY 

RIGGING CLIMB ON 
WRECKED SHIP 

WHEN a 40-ton motor boat, the 
Menie, was caught in a violent gale and 
blown on to the sands on the Ayrshire 
coast; a boy on board displayed great 
courage and resource. 

The boy, who is the captain’s son, 
climbed up the rigging and held a lighted 
torch as a distress signal, until it burned 
out. Then he fired a rocket, and after-
wards worked at the pumps. 

At one time the crew of four gave up 
all hope of being saved, but eventually 
they got safely ashore in an exhausted 
condition. The boat had been tossed 
about in the gale for four hours. 

PRETTY-GIRL MUSIC 
“There are some classes of music 

which are like some pretty girls,” said 
Canon Bell, York Minister, speaking to the 
Hull Rotary Club. 

These pieces of music, he added, 
seem to say: “Look at me and see how 
pretty I am, and later look at me a little 
closer and see how utterly silly I am.” 

Canon Bell described the tune of the 
hymn "Peace, perfect peace,” as uncon-
vincing and monotonous. Nobody wanted 
to suggest that peace was monotonous. 

AN EPITOME OF 
SACRIFICE

100 YEARS AGO
BISMA TIRMIZI 
 

T
here is nothing complicated 
about Donald Trump’s win as 
much of the mainstream 
media would like the world to 

believe. If you live in America you 
know the truth, and if you watch Tik-
Tok anywhere in the world, you know 
the truth and more. 

While the liberals have a tantrum 
and try to complicate the reasons 
behind why the Americans chose to 
paint their country Red this time, and 
in essence decided to cosy up to the 
Draconian Blond, the reality is easy 
to decipher for first-time voters, sea-
soned baby boomers and all genera-
tions in between. 

It was as simple and down to 
earth as ‘roti, kapra aur makan’. 

Election 2024 is a clear indication 
that after all is said and done, after all 
the soap opera, the theatrical and 
manufactured issues, dramatic 
hyperbole, staged debates, and woke 
issues that need no oxygen or air 
time, politics is still about only the 
real issues. 

One may choose to hate Trump 
for his crassness or his politics, but he 
ran on what matters to an average 
American — no foreign wars, no infla-
tion, no crime, no illegal immigration 
and the impact on a household. In 

contrast, Kamala Harris ran on feel-
ings, vague abstract vibes, oxygenat-
ing fears, a high horse with a Holly-
wood saddle, constant virtue signal-
ing, appearances on SNL, and a zero-
sum issue-driven campaign. Being 
uncharismatic didn’t help. She lacked 
authenticity and charisma and the 
Democrats’ overall message was 
focused on vilifying Trump and the 
Republican voter. That backfired. 

She clearly chose not to separate 
from her boss on most agendas. Plus 
the constantly invoked moral high 
ground — ‘We are better than the 
Republicans’ — did not work when 
tens of thousands of unarmed people 
were being obliterated in a genocide 
on her watch. And endorsements 
from the likes of warmonger Dick 
Cheney, which should have caused 
revulsion, were worn like a badge of 
honour. Bizarre! 

Flashback 2020: Biden picked a 
losing vice-president in order to 
ensure he would do eight years. Her 
campaign had zero momentum from 
the get-go and a late arrival left no 
runway time for the campaign to take 
flight. She is no Barack Obama. And 
while Obama’s politics may not be 
ideal, his persona was absolutely 
dynamic. 

It seemed Harris only ran on the 
abortion issue, and despite her calls 

from the pulpit, the country figured 
out that Trump is not really pro-life, 
as the Democratic rhetoric would like 
them to believe. Trump ran an intel-
ligent campaign and perceptively 
pulled ahead of the Democratic rhet-
oric by clearly rejecting a countrywide 
abortion ban. 

She beat the drum on ‘cry wolf’, 
when the wolf wasn’t really there. The 
wolf wasn’t interested in eating the 
sheep. 

Another sensitive issue that Har-
ris championed was the gender 
choice for minors — an issue that did 
not sit too well at the ballot box 
regardless of what the pundits or the 
extreme left wing might have had the 
campaign believe. The Red sweep 
clearly told the Democrats that if a 
child can’t get a tattoo before the age 
of 18 without parental presence, then 
something as consequential, life-
altering and monumental as gender 
change has to be off the table. 

And here we are today and Amer-
ica has made its choice. It chose to let 
a felon into the White House, and as 
a friend said, “America decided it did 
not want undocumented immigrants 
no matter how persecuted they feel 
in their country of birth. Misogyny 
does not bother the majority, hate 
speech and da  ngerous rhetoric isn’t 
that bad, reproductive rights for wo -

 m en aren’t that big of a deal after all, 
and the list goes on.” 

But nothing, and I mean nothing, 
compares to normalising a yearlong 
genocide. Liberals worked overtime 
to make a fascist sound normal to the 
people who do not agree with what 
has been going on this past year. They 
thought we could focus on safe abor-
tions instead. 

He might turn out to be just like 
his predecessors and continue Amer-
ica’s Middle East policy, but he won’t 
feed the world lies about it. Those 
who did not vote for Kamala or simply 
abstained as an act of defiance or for 

the lack of a better choice, you have 
my respect. 

Cue the Muslims in the US who 
chose to make their voice heard. 

While in 2016 there was a feeling 
of deep depression at Trump win-
ning, this time it was all about making 
sure that Harris lost. America voted, 
and it voted for a better life by tuning 
out the noise. 

And while the mainstream media 
looks for more rhetoric as to why Trump 
won, the answer is simple; real issues 
always trump vague feelings. Period. 

 
Dawn/ANN
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