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Acall to arms (and legs

Members of the Truck Co., 25th Marine Regiment from Folsom, Delaware County, run up the Philadelphia Museum of Art steps during a Friday
morning workout. The regiment is celebrating the 249th anniversary of the fnunr.ling‘ of the Marine Corps. Jose F. Moreno / Staff Photographer

Three charged in Iranian plot
targeting Trump and journalist

Two were arrested on
charges that they were
hired to kill Iranian-
American journalist
Masih Alinejad. A third
suspect is at large and
remains in Iran.

By Eric Tucker
and Larry Neumeister

Assockated Press

WASHINGTON — The Justice
Department on Friday disclosed
an lranian murder-for-hire plot 1o
kill Donald Trump. charging 4 man
who said he had been tasked by a
government official before this
week's election with planning the
assassination of the Republican
]"'|'I:‘5'\-|I.1l_'|'|| -l:‘h.‘l._‘[.

Investigators learned of the
plan to kill Trump from Farhad
Shakert, an accused lranian sov-
ernment asset who spent time in
American prisons for robbery and
who authorities say maintains a
network of eriminal associates

enlisted by Tehran for surveillance
and murder-for-hire plots.

Shakeri told investizators that
a contact in Iran’s paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard instructed
him this past Seprtember (o set
aside other work he was doing and
assemble a plan within seven days
to survedl and ulumately kil Trump,
according 1o a eriminal com-
plaint unsealed in federal court in
Manhattan

The official was guoted by Shak-
eri as saying that “We have already
spent a lot of money™ and that
“money’s not an issue.” Shakeri told

investigators the official told him
that if he could not put together
a plan within the seven-day time-
frame, then the plot would be
paused until after the election
because the official assumed
Trump would lose and that it would
be easier to kill him then, the com

plaint said
Shakeri is at large and remains in
Iran. Two other men were arrested
on charges that Shakeri recruited
them to follow and kill prominent
Iraman-American journalist Masin
Alinejad, who has endured multiple
-+ SEE PLOT ON A4
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Democrats
maintain
narrow
majority in
Pa. House

By Gillian McGoldrick

Sindl Writer

Democrats will narrowly maintain
control of the Pennsylvania state
House — one of the only bright
spots for the partv after a red wave
led by President-elect Donald
[rump's election successes ush
ered in GOP wins down the ballot

House Democrats will again
control the chamberwith a 102-101
majority, after all incumbents run-
ning for reelection on Tuesday won.
House Democrats believe they
held onto their narrow majority —
while Dems higher on the ticket
lalled — because they focused on
hyper-local issues and successfully
communicated their legislative
WIS

Meanwhile, House Republi
cans will shake up their leader
ship in response to their failure
to flip the chamber, with Minority
Leader Bryvan Cutler announcing
he would not run for leadership
elections next week, according toa
lerter sent 1o his colleagues Friday
afternoon.

The Associated Press called the
hnal SLare | :|-I.II.JH|._' race :II']I._E l.|.|.'l._'|:'|!'1.'|.1
that Democrats would hold onto
their majority on Friday morn
ing. alter ballot issues in Cambria
County delayed results.

House speaker Joanna McClin
ton (D.. Philadelphia). the first
woman to ever hold the role, said
House Democmis sucecess in such
a tough election is a “restament Lo
[Democrats’] delivery of constitu
ent services and thelr reputations
in solving residents” problems.

“It was a tough week. It was o
very tough week, and with every
democratic process, there's a
winner and a loser,” said MeClin
Lo _[ m ".-1,']'II|. I.‘!'l,l.'][{'d 1o he .I|'l|.1‘
to return to Harrisburg knowing
there are 101 additional Democrats
coming with me.”

+ SEE HOUSE ON A7

Since Oct. 7 attack.,
more Jewish Americans
have moved to Israel

By Rachel Chason

Washinsion Posi

TELAVIV — Tocheved Buitenberg
was living in a mostly Christian
community in Dallas and feeling
largely disconnected from her
Jewish identity when she woke one
morning in October last year to a
friend's text: "Have vou seen what's
happening in Israel?”

Ruttenberg, a 23-year-old who
had grown up in an Orthodox
Jewish home in Baltimore but
danited from religion as a (eenager,
felt paralyzed in her bed as she
watched videos of Hamas fighters
aitacking lsraell eivilians. Even-
tually, she shocked her friends by
declaring: 1 need to go to Israel”

Within two weeks, Ruttenberg
was in Tel Aviv for what was meant
to be a two-week trip. Now, more
than a year later, she's sull in Israel
and in the process of becoming
A cltizen one in the surge of
Jewish Americans seeking closer
ties to the country, despite uncer-
tainty and risk as war engulfs the
region

I couldn't imagine not being
here, Huttenberg said, ™It was just
this gut feeling — I felt pulled.”

Oet. 7. 2023, when Hamas bght
ers sireamed out of Gaza o kil
an estimated 1,200 Israelis in
communities and kibbutzim near
the enclave, was the deadliest day
for Jews since the Holocaust. The
[sraeli government has responded
with a military campaign that has
killed more than 43.000 people in
Gaza, authorities there say, and
has launched amacks in Lebanon
aimed at destroyving Hezbollah.
raising the specter of an all-out
regional war. The election ol
Donald Trump has injected further
uncertainty into the direction of
Israel’'s multifront conflict, includ-
ing its escalating confrontations
with Iran.

Since the Hamas attack, more
than 11,700 Americans have
opened applications for alivah,
the Israeli naturalization process
for people with at least one Jewish
grandparent. That's nearly double
the number from the vear before,
according to Nefesh B'Nefesh, a
nonprofit that facilitates alivah
— literally, "ascending™ or “going
up — from the United States and
Canada. In the past year, new arriv-
als, known as olim. are up 20°%.

“Jlewish peoplé are drawn [0

-+ SEE ISRAEL ON AB

Chesco DA: No firm proof of homicide
in Ellen Greenberg’s stabbing death

By Stephanie Farr
Stall Write

More than two years after the
Chester County District Attorney’s
Office was charged with reinvesti
gating the case of Ellen Greenberg
— whose death by 20 stab wounds
in 2011 was ruled homicide then
switched 1o suicide by Philadelphia
authorities — it announced Friday
that “based on the current state
of evidence” it can't prove beyond
a reasonable doubt a crime was
committed.

“Because we cannol meet our
burden of proof with the informa-
tion and evidence presently avail
able, we placed this investigation
in an inactive status,” an emailed
news release said. “There 15 no
statute of limitations for criminal
homicide in Pennsylvania, and
hecause investigations can take
new directions, we are not closing
the case”

Joseph Podraza Jr., the lawver for
Greenberg’s parents, Joshua and
Sandra Greenberg of Harrisburg,

Ellen Greenberg's death on Jan. 26, 20T, was ruled a homicide then

switched to suicide by Philadelphia authorities. The Chester County
District Attorney's Office was asked to review the case in 20220ona
conflict-of-interest referral from the Philadelphia District Attorney's
Office. Courtesy of the Greenberg family

snid in an emailed statement they
remain steadfast in their beliet
Ellen Greenberg was murdered
and called the Chester County DA’s

WEATHER B12
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investigation “extremely limited
and constrained.”
“The Office told us that they did
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Joseph 5. Clark Jr. (left) and Richardson Dilworth on Nov. 7, 1951,
after Clark was elected mayor and Dilworth district attorney. Temple
University Librariess

APHILLY LOOK BACK Dive into the archives

This week in Philly history: The Republican political
machine loses control of the city after a nearly

century-long reign.

For nearly a century, Republicans
ruled Philadelphia.

Power was controlled by the
pay-to-play GOP political machine
in the years after the Civil War. The
party’s grip can be traced back 1o
1884, when Republican Willinm
B. Smith took the mayoral cath of
office, and symbolically kicked off
the city’s new and fraught political
and economic era.

Berween the 1880s and the
early 1950s. the donkey's party
served as a mere appendage to the
eélephant’s organization. The kings
of the Republican machine took
turns picking mavors, and election
“tickets” were ceremonial at best

Franklin D. Roosevelt's New
Deal arrived in the 1930s amid the
Great Depression, and as the city's
Republican leaders were unwilling
to accept aid rom a Democratic
White House. And it's when the
machine would start leaking oil.

The “New Deal Democrats”
and their zeal for national reform
helped fan the local flames
of political revolution. and
spurred a movement to bring
about profound changes to the
framework of Philadel phia’s
ineffective government.

The movement was
spearheaded by two lawyers:
University of Pennsylvania
educated Joseph 5. Clark Jr., from
Germantown. and Yale-educated
Richardson Dilworth, from
Pittsburgh.

The duo helped craft a modern
Philadelphia Home Rule Charter,
a constitution-like document that
established new ground rules for
how the city should operate and
be led. Among the changes: It put

INDEX

maore power in the hands of the
mayor, and required civil service
&xams for patronage jobs,

Voters approved the charter in
April 1951

Seven months later, on Nov
G, 1951, Democratic candidates
Clark and Dilworth were elected
as mayor and district attomey,
respectively.

These victories represented the
first true Democratic wins in the
city in 67 years.

T'he Inguirer ran an editorial on
the front page the next day with
the headline, *The People Win!™

“The people had made up their
minds to get rid of the unsavory
gang of grafiers and incompetents
that had controlled the local
government for so many years,”
the editorial said, “and they have
done just that in unmistakable
fashion”

SEVEeNIy-two years later:

The charter. despite a few
amendments and calls for
overhaul, is still in use today.
Meanwhile, Democrats
outnumber Republicans in the
city. /-1 And since that 1831
election, no Republican since
has tnken the mayoral oath. —By
Tomnmy Rowan

COMING TOMORROW
The Index

NEWS

Ukraine suffers casualties
as Russian strikes mount

At least 14 were killed
and a 100 injured in
the attacks around the
country that also left
the building where a
European ambassador
lives in flames.

By David L. Stern,
Serhiy Morgunov,

and Kostiantyn Khudov
Washington Post

KYIV, Ukraine — Russia has
launched a barrage of attacks
over 24 hours, pummeling cities
in Ukraine's east, south, and
center with missiles, glide bombs,
and waves of drones — the latest
onslaught in a deadly aerial cam-
paign that intensified two months
a0,

The building where the Estonian
ambassador to Ukraine lives in the
capital Kyiv was also hit and left
burning by a drone.

Overnight, Russian glide bombs
struck a building in the eastern
Ukrainian city of Kharkiv, wound-
ing more than 20, while drones
struck the southern city of Odessa,
killing one person and injuring
ning, officials said.

The previous day, glide bombs
hammered five locations in Zapor-
izhzhia in eastern Ukraine, Injuring
at least 40 people and killing 10,
including a 1-year-old child, offi-
clals sa1d on Friday

In total, at least 14 people were
killed and close to 100 injured in the
attacks.

On Thursday. after the assault
in Zaporizhzhia, President Volo
dymyr Zelensky repeated calls for
Ukraine's Western allies to provide
more air defense systems and allow
Eyiv's [orces 1o conduct longrange
strikes into Russian territory.

“Each such Russian attack not
only kills people and destrovs lives,
but also destroys the meaning of
any words about the alleged lack
of talks with Russia or calls to the
Kremlin,” Zelensky said ina post on
Telegram.

Photos posted on social media
by Ukraine Emergency Services
showed a heavily damaged resi-
dential building in Kharkiv and the
rubble of a building that was leveled
in Zaporizhzhia. Officials also said
that a cancer clinic was struck in
Zaporizhzhia.

Altogether, Moscow f[orces
launched overnight one ballistic
missile, four guided missiles and 52
drones, with Ukrainian air defenses
shooting down all four guided mis-
siles and 62 drones, Ukraine's air
force said on Telegram on Friday.

In Kyiv. an air raid alert lasted
eight hours, with debris caus-
ing damage in five city districts,

Police and emergency workers survey pieces of a drone that damaged a
five-story apartment building in Kharkiv on Tuesday. Oksana Parafeniuk
Wa '|.1I|r1_ﬁ'tr:|r|. Post

officials said.

Large-scale drone attacks have
been an almost daily occurrence
since the beginning of Seprember;
officials said there were assaults
every day from then until Oet. 14.

Lelensky said in Telegram posts
this week that Russia launched
about 2,000 drones against Ukraine
in October and “now uses about 10
times more self-destructing drones
than the previous fall”

But the recent davs have been
particularly intense.

Owvernight from Wednesday to
Thursday, Russian [orces launched
about 106 drones against Ukraine,
of which 74 were shot down by air
defenses, Ukrainian officials said.

In Kyiv a “massive attack”™ that
lasted about eight hours sparked
fires and damaged “residential and
nonresidential buildings” in six dis-
tricts. with “more than 30 drones™
shot down, the head of the Kyiv mil-
itary administration, Serhiy Popko,
said on Telegram on Thursday

“Enemy drones entered Kyiv
both singly and in groups,” Popko
wrote. “The attack ook place in
waves, from different directions,
drones entered the city at different
heights — both very low and high”™

In the early morning, a drone
struck an apartment bullding where
Estonia’s ambassador, Annely Kolk,
lives, Estonian Foreign Minister
Margus Tsahkna said in a poston X.
Estonian media showed video foot-
age of the heavily damaged upper
floor of the building.

“5She was lucky not to be harmed.”
Tsahkna said. “No one is safe in
Ukraine until Russia stops s
aggression. Ukraine needs more
air defense to protect its residents.
We must not get used to this”

Russian drone attacks, which rely
heavily on Iranian-made Shahed
sell-destructing drones, have been
a regular characteristic of the war,
now more than 212 years old.

Earlier this vear, Moscow forces

launched similar mass assaulis
against Ukrainian cities and
especially the couniry's energy
infrastructure, before switching
to targeting the country's power
stations with guided and ballis
tic missiles — with devastating
effectiveness.

For their part, Ukrainian forces
this week struck two locations
inside of Russia with long-range
drones, Ukrainian media reported,
citing sources in the intelligence
services: an oil refinery in the
southwestern region of Saratov and
a naval base in the city of Kaspivsk
on the Caspian Sea, almost 1,000
miles from the Ukrainian border.

Andriy Kovalenko, of Ukraine's
National Security and Defense
Couneil, said that Russia was using
drones, “a low-cost method of
acrial assault,” while it preserved
its missiles

“Purely as military tools, their
[drones’| effectiveness 18 low, ¥et
they do achieve some hits, which
is evident in publicly reported inci
dents, such as in Sumy and recently
in Zhytomyt, where energy infra-
structure was struck.” Kovalenko
told the Post

In addition to targeting Ukraine’s
energy system, Kovalenko said the
drones carry oul reconnaissance
throughout Ukraine and pressure
the population.

‘The drones “can loiter ... along
varied flight paths for extended
periods, making them difficult o
intercept.” he said. Sending them in
waves “triggers prolonged air raid
alerts, creating sustained psycho-
logical pressure on civilians.”

Some drones have been equipped
with thermobaric explosives, which
increase their ability to cause fires.
Kovalenko said.

In the meantime, Kovalenko said
that Russian forces had accumu-
lated 117 Kh-101 guided missiles
— “enough missiles for two large-
scale attacks”
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after family cancer diagnoses

By Karla Adam

Washingron Posi

LONDON Prince William has
opened up about his own annus
horribilis in coping with the ill-
nesses of his wife, Catherine, the
Princess ol Wales, and his father,
King Charles, who is still undergo-
Ing treatment [Or cancer.

“It’s been dreadful Ir's probably
been the hardest year in my life,” he
told reporters at the end of a visit
1o South Africa, when asked about
how his year has been. “So trying
o get through everything else and
keep everything on track has been
really difficult.” he added, accord-
ing o the BBC.

In February, the palace revealed

that Charies was diagnosed with
-ancer. and a month later, Cather-
ine said that she was in the early
stages of trreatment for the disease.
In September, Catherine said she
had finished chemotherapy and
was seeking to “stay cancer free.”

“I'm so proud of my wife. I'm
proud of my father, for handling
the things that they have done”
William rold reporters. “But from
a persanal family point of view, it's
been brutal”

While William's estranged
brother, Prince Harry, has been
open about his feelings on various
matters, it's unusual to hear Prince
William open up about his personal
life.

His remarks have been com-
pared to his grandmother, Queen
Elizabeth I1. who referred to 1992 as

ST T S—

Britain's Prince William (right) speaks to local fisherman in Kalk Bay
Harbour, near Cape Town, South Africa on Thursday. Gianluigi Guercia

Pool photo via AP

her “annus horribilis® — the Latin
phrase for horrible year — afier a
fire at Windsor Castle, the separa-
tion of three of her children from
their spouses and tabloid scandals
involving the roval family.

William was in South Africa for
the annual awards céremony for the
Earthshot prize, the environmental
initiative he launched in 2020. On
Wednesday, the prize awarded $1.2
million grants to five businesses
to help them develop eco-friendly
innovations.

He was also asked by reporters
abourt his role as Prince of Wales,
heir to the throne, and the respon-
sibility that came with it

“Do | like more responsibility?
No,” William told reporters, though

he said he liked the freedom that
allowed him to “build something
like Earthshot”

“And that's the future for me. It's
very important with my role and my
platform. that I'm doing something
for good,” he said.

William's role as Prince of Wales
also comes with additional seru-
tiny. Earlier this month, Channel
4 and the Sunday Times published
an extensive investigation into the
huge property portfolios owned by
Charles and William.

Catherine has started to return
to some public duties. On Friday,
the palace said she will attend a
Remembrance service in London
on the weekend to honor war dead,
a key date in the royal diary.
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McCormick still challeng‘ing ballots in Philly

Casey has not
conceded tothe
Republican, who
was leading Friday
evening by roughly
37,000 votes.

By Jeremy Roebuck,
Sean Collins Walsh
and Katie Bernard
Siafl YWriiers

Is Pennsvlvania's U.S.
Senate race over? It
depends on whom you ask,

And for Republican Dave
MeCormick, declared the
winner by the Associated
Press on Thursday, the
answer appears o be both
yes and no.

At o news conference
Friday in Pittsburgh, McCor-
mick declared victory and
vowed to work with officials
from both parties to secure
the border and improve the
ECOonomy.

I don't care who voled for
me and didn’t vote for me,”
McCormick said. “Today, |
turn the page. | am focused
on serving every single
Fennsylvanian.

But just hours earlier. he
was selling a slightly differ
ent story in a Philadelphia
court. MeCormick, in a pair
of petitions filed late Thurs
day, signaled his intent to
potentially challenge tens
of thousands of provisional
ballots cast in the eiwy,
saying that counting those
votes and others like them
could “impact ... the out-
come of the election”

Democratie LS 5en. Bob
Casey Jr. has not conceded,
despite the AP's call. And
with the race s margins

U.S. Senate candidate Dave McCormick speaks to supporters in North Philadelphia on Oct. 4.
Photographer

down to roughly 37,000
voles separating the candi-
dates as of Friday evening,
he remained hopeful there
was still a chanece those bal-
lots could help him regain
an edge.

“The number of provi-
sional ballots expected from
areas that favor Senator
Casey, like Philadelphin and
its suburbs, is further proof
that this race is oo close (o
be called,” Casey spokesper
son Maddy McDaniel said
Friday. “As the MeCormick
campaign admitted in their
own lawsult this morning,
the counting of these ballots
could have an“impact on the
ourcome of the election.”

Even if provisional votes
don't help Casey make up
the difference, they could be
enough o rigger automatic
recount provisions under
Pennsylvania law in races
decided by 0.5% or less.
As ol Friday, that margin

hovered around 0.54'%, Just
outside that range. Whether
a recount will happen likely
won't be announced until
Wednesday.

Still, Casey faces an
uphill battle 1o keep the
seat he has held since 2007,
Recounts typically result
in small changes to each
candidate’s vote total. But
because those changes can
happen in either direction,
they rarely alter the out
come of an election unless
it was virtually tied heading
into the recount.

Casey would need 1o dom-
inate the remaining ballots
to be counted between now
and Wednesday 1o make
it close headed into the
recount.

As of Friday morning.
county officials indicated
there are roughly 45,000
ballots that still need o
be tallied in Philadel
phia, Bucks, Chester, and

Judge suspends deadlines
in Trump criminal case

By Perry Stein and
Spencer S. Hsu

Washingion Posi

WASHINGTON The
Jjudge overseeing Donald
Trump's election-interfer-
ence case in D.C. federal
court suspended all remain-
ing deadlines Friday — the
latest sign that the federal
proseécutions of the pres-
ident-eleet are winding
down.

In a filing Friday 1o US.
District Judge Tanya S.
Chutkan, special counsel
Jack Smith and his team
said that they needed to
assess how they want to
proceed with the case now
that Trump is expected to
be SWOIn In as president on
Jan. 20, Justice Department
policy would not allow for
the prosecution of a sitting
president.

Chutkan quickly granted
that request and ordered
prosecutors to file a report
by Dec. 2 explaining how

they want to proceed with
the case

In D.C.. Smith charged
Trump with rying o over-
turn the results of the
2020 presidential election.
The case is still far from a
potential trial. and Chut-
kan is determining what
allegations in the supér-
seding indictment could
still be prosecuted after the
supreme Court ruled this
summer that presidents
enjoy broad iImmunity

“"The Government
respectfully requests
that the Court vacate the
remaining deadlines in
the pretrial schedule to
afford the Government
time to assess this unprec-
edented circumstance and
determine the appropriate
course going forward con-
sistent with Department
ol Justice policy,” smith’'s
Friday filing states. "By
December 2, 2024, the Gov
ernment will file a status
report or otherwise inform
the Court of the result of its

deliberations.”

Smith also indicred
Trump in Florida for
allegedly mishandling
classified documents
and thwarting officials’
attempts to retrieve them
That case was dismissed by
a district judge, who deter
mined Smith was unlaw-
fully appointed. Smith is
appealing that ruling,

Trump's election
win prompted Smith to
start discussing how to
wind down the two fed-
eral prosecutions of the
president-elect.

If he terminated the
criminal cases soon
enough, smith could
deliver a final report detail-
ing the findings of his two
probes to Atltorney General
Merrick Garland before
Trump becomes the next
president

Garland has previously
gaid that he would make
special counsel reports
public if they reached his
desk.

Levi Strauss heir pledges
to make San Francisco safer

By Janie Har

Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Daniel
Lurie, an heir to the Levi
Strauss fortune and philan-
thropist who has never
held public office, prom
ised on Friday that as San
Francisco's mayor he will
help struggling small busi
nesses and bring an end o
the open-air drug markets.

“Your voices and your call
for accountable leadership,
service and change have
been heard,” Lurie spid at a
park in 5an Francisco's Chi-
natown, delivering his first
public remarks since Mayor
London Breed called him to
concede the race.

Lurie said he chose Chi-
natown lor Friday's event to

underscore how important
the area’s health is to turn-
ing San Francisco around.
He walked the neighbor-
hood the day after the elec-
tion and visited again with
merchants Friday. Chinese
volers are also critical to
winning citywide in San
Francisco

The Associated Press has
not declared a winner in
Tuesday s election because
tens of thousands of ballots
have not yet been counted
and added 1o the ranked
choice voting calculations.

But on Friday, Lurie held
a commanding lead in early
election results and Breed
called Lurie on Thursday
to congratulate him. She
posted on the social plat-
form X that she and her
stafl will work to ensure the

political newcomer has a
smooth transition when he
takes over as mayor.

“I knowwe are both com-
mitted o improving this
City we love,” Breed wrote.

Lurie's asceni was
remarkable for a candidate
with little name recogni-
tion who appears (o have
bested two San Francisco
supervisors and a former
interim mayor (o unseat.

Lurie spent nearly $9
million of his own money
an his iirst-time campaign
for mayor and raised more
than $16 million, includ
ing %1 million from his
mother Mimi Haas. Lurie
is the stepson of the late
Perer Haas, a great-grand-
nephew of Levi Strauss and
longuime CEOQ of the iconic
clothing company

Monigomery Counties. In
Allegheny County, home
to Pittsburgh, officials
reported 16,989 ballots yert
to be counted.

However, some of those
ballots may ultimately be
rejected for procedural
flaws. That number also
includes an unknown
number of military and
overseas ballots that have
not yel been returned but
will still count if they arrive
by Nov. 12

Tens of thousands of

voters cast provisional
ballots each election for a
number of reasons. rang-
ing from confusion over
whether they are registered
to vote to instances in which
someone may have sub
mitted a flawed mail ballot
that was rejected but later
showed up 1o vore at the
polls

County election work-
ers typically hold off on

Tyger Williams / Staff

reviewing such ballots
until they can verify voter’s
eligibility and determine
whether their ballots should
counL

Philadelphin’s City Com
missioners began thart
process Friday morning,
reviewing provisional bal-
lots — and determining
which of the roughly 20,000
cast by city voters should
count and which should be
rejected

In court filings Thursday,
MeCormick asked a judge 1o
mandate additional Repub-
lican access (o the canvass-
ing of those provisional
ballots in Philadelphia — a
request Common Pleas
Court Judge Jessica Brown
denied Friday morning.

separately, the MceCor-
mick campaign sought an
order allowing it to chal
lenge provisional ballots in
broad eategories instead of
hghring them oneé-by-one in

front of the city’s election
oard.

Campaign attorneys have
also asked o sequesier an
unspecified number of pro-
visional ballots that were
cast at the polls by voters
who'd previously submit-
ted mail ballots that were
rejected for procedural
defects such as missing
dates or secrecy envelopes.

The Pennsylvania
Supreme Court ruled last
month that those provi
sional ballots should count,
rebuffing a Republican push
for their exclusion under the
argument that those voters
had already voted by sub-
mitting a ballot — even a
rejected one — by mail.

The GOP appealed that
order to the U.S. Supreme
Court, which declined to
take up the case for now. But
three of the court’s conser-
vative justices — Samuel A
Alito Jr., Clarence Thomas,
and Neil Gorsuch — sig-
naled a potential willing-
ness to reconsider the issue
after the election, calling it
“a matter of considerable
Importiance.

Whether the tight Penn-
sylvania Senate race could
be the vehicle for taking that
issue back to the nation’s
highest court remains to be
seen. But in his filing Thurs-
day. McCormick signaled he
was prepared to make it one,
if necessary.

“Such a matter is ripe for
appeal to the US, Supreme
Court,” he wrote
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Whois Susie W

What to know about
President-elect Donald
Trump’s pick for chief of
staff.

By Emily Bloch
Siafl Wiritern

President-elect Donald Trump
announced that Susie Wiles, who
managed his reelection campaign.,
would become his chief of staff.
It makes Wiles the first woman
to hold the role. the most senior
political appointee in the White
House with significant power and
influence.

hough she's considered a
*Washington outsider™ by some,
Wiles is a veteran of Florida pol
Ities, having worked with Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis. former Gov.
Rick Scott, and two former Repub
lican Jacksonville mayvors

Throughout Trump's campaign.,
Wiles earned a reputation for being
able to rein in the former president,
known for his desire to go off-mes
sage and lean into impuise. Wiles
was credited with keeping the
effort more focused than his previ-
Ous campaigns

In a statement. Trump called
Wiles “tough, smart, innovative,”
and said she's “universally admired
and respected.”

Here's what you need to know
ahoit Wiles and her new gz

Whois Susie Wiles?

Wiles, 67, was born and raised in
New Jersey and is the daughter
of the late NFL player and sports-
caster Pat Summerall.

She graduated from the Univer-
sity of Maryland and began work-
ing with Republican politicians in
her early 208, starting as an assis-
tant forthe late Rep. Jack Kemp (R..
N.Y). Kemp was one of Summerall's
New York Giants teammartes

Wiles married Republican con-
sultant Lanny Wiles and the pair
lived together in Jacksonville, Fla
They had two children together
before divorcing in 2017

President-elect Donald Trump sits with Susie Wiles as he attends the New York Jets football game against the

Pittsburgh Steelers at Acrisure Stadium on Oct. 20. Evan Vucei / AP

She's worked as a lobbyist and
in a mix of local and national cam-
paign and staff management roles
for Republican politicians over the
years in Florda and beyond

Why is she called ‘Ice
Baby?’

A nod o Wiles' low-key public per
sona, rarely giving interviews and
avoiding speaking engagements,
Trump quipped during his victory
speech Wednesday that his team
calls Wiles “lce Baby™ and “lce
Maiden.”

Even when Trump asked Wiles
to say a few words to the crowd
that night, she looked noticeably
uncomfortable and declined.

“Susie likes to stay sort of in
the back,” Trump said. “Let me ell
you, the Ice Baby — we call her the
lee Baby ... Susie likes to stay in
the background. She's not in the
background.”

Wiles is the first female
White House chief of staff

The chief of staff role is consid

éred the second-most-important
office in the West Wing. It's one of
the few remaining federal govern

ment jobs that hasn't been held by
a woman — until now.

Vice President Kamala Harris
was the first woman to hold her
current role. As noted by CNN,
women have held other senior
positions in government, includ-
ing almost all cabinet posts, top
judicial seats, and House leader-
ship roles.

But, amplified by Harris' loss o
Trump, no woman has ever been
president, and none have served
on the joint chiefs of staff or as the
chief justice ol the Supreme Court

Wiles will be the 32nd White
House chief of staff.

“It is a well deserved honor to
have Susie as the first-ever female
Chief of Staff in United Siates

"
=i bR

et

history,” Trump said in his state
ment, "1 have no doubt that she will
make our country proud.”

What does a White House
chiefofstaffdo?

Chief of staff Is an intense and
demanding role, serving as the
president’s top aide while also
managing senior White House
staff, overseeing daily operations.
They're also responsible for assem
bling the president’s staff’

It's a powerful role that can
shape a president's impact and
their execution of policy and vision
throughout the term.

During his first term, Trump
cycled through four chiefs of staff.
Not all left on good terms.

His longest-serving chiefl of siaff
was John Kelly, who went on to call
Trump a fascist and warn against
him serving a second term as pres-
ident. Reince Priebus and Mark
Meadows also served in the role,

iles? Trump calls her ‘Ice Bahy’

while Mick Mulvaney served as an
acting chief of stafl

What's Wiles’ history with
Donald Trump and Ron
DeSantis?

Wiles has worked for Trump on and
off since 2016, when she played a
key role in helping Trump win
Florida, flipping the state red and
sparking a conservative push that
continues today.

During the 2018 Florida guber-
natorial election, Trump called on
Wiles to work on Republican Ron
DeSantis’ campaign. DeSantis
called Wiles “the best in the busi
ness” in his vietory speech

But bad blood developed
between the pair.

Inan interview with the Atlantic,
Wiles recalled being unceremo
niously banished from Desantis
inner circle and not knowing why.
She's gone on to call working with
DeSantis the “higeest mistake™ of
her career.

ahe rejomned Irump's Florida
operations in 2020. Ayear later, she
was named CEO of Trump's Save
America PAC. She transitioned
into a senior member ol his team
shortly after Trump announced his
campaign

Who else has Wiles worked
with?

Wiles has worked for a mix of
Republicans, including Honald
Reagan's Labor Department and
Mitt Romney's Florida Advisory
Council

Politico described her resumé as
working for Republicans “across
the ideological spectrum.”

She was the deputy director of
operations for George HW. Bush's
1988 presidential campaign and
also ran Rick Scott’s 2010 cam
paign for Florida governor,

Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush —
who ran against Trump for the GOP
presidential nomination in 2016 —
called Wiles a “great choice” for
chief of staff.

ebloch{@inguirer.com
W emdrums

Donald Trump, now the president-elect, is reflected in bulletproof glass as he finishes speaking at a campaign

rally in Lititz, Lancaster County, on Nov. 3. Matt Rourke

Plot

-+ CONTINUED FROM A1
Iranian murder-for-hire plots foiled
by law enforcement

“I'm verv shocked.” said Alinejad.
speaking by relephone 1o the Asso-
ciated Press from Berdin, where she
was about to attend a ceremony to
mark the anniversary of the rear-
ing down of the wall. “This is the
third attempt against me and that's
shocking™

In a post on the social media
platform X, she said: 1 came
to America to practice my First
Amendment right to freedom
of speech — 1 don't want to die. |
want to fight against tyranny. and
[ deserve to be safe. Thank you to
law enforcement for protecting
me, but I urge the US. government
to protect the national security of
America.”

Lawvers for the two other defen-
dants, identified as Jonathan
Loadholt and Carlisle Rivera, did
not immediately return messages
seeking comment. [ran's UN. Mis
cion declined o comment

Shakeri, an Afghan national who
immigrated to the U.S. as a child
but was later deported after spend-
ing 14 years in prison for robbery,
also told investgators that he was
tasked by his Revolutionary Guard
contact with plotting the killings

AP

of two Jewish-Americans living in
New York and Israeli tourists in Sri
Lanka. Officials say he overlapped
with Rivera while in prison as well
as an unidentified coconspirator

The eriminal complaint savs
Shakeri disclosed some of the
details of the alleged plots in a
series of recorded telephone
interviews with FBI agents while
in Iran. The stated reason tor his
cooperation, he told investigators,
was to try to get a reduced prison
sentence for an associate behind
bars in the US.

According to the complaint,
though officials determined that
some of the information he pro
vided was false, his statements
regarding a plot o kill Trump and
Iran's willingness to pay large sums
of money were determined o be
accurate.

The plot, disclosed just days
atter Trump's defeat ol Demo-
crat Kamala Harris, reflects what
federal officials have deseribed
as ongoing efforts by Iran 1o
target U.S. government officials,
including Trump, on US. soil. Last
summer. the Justice Department
charged a Pakistani man with ties
to Lran in a murder-for-hire plot tar
geting American officials.

“There are few actors in the

world that pose as grave a threat
to the national security of the
United States as does [ran.” Attor-
ney General Merrick Garland said
in a smiement Friday. FBI Director
Christopher Wray said the case
shows Iran's “continued brazen
arrempits o target LS. citizens,”
including Trump, “other govern-
ment leaders and dissidents who
eriticize the regime in Tehran,

Iranian operatives also con-
duected a hack-and-leak operation
ol emails belonging to Trump
campaign associates in what offi
cials have assessed was an effort
to interfere in the presidential
election.

intelligence afficials have said
Iran opposed Trump's reelec-
tion, seeing him as more likely to
increase tension between Wash-
ington and Tehran. Tramp's admin-
istration ended a nuclear deal
with lran, reimposed sanctions
and ordered the killing of Iranian
Gen. Qassem Soleimani, an act that
prompted lran’s leaders (o vow
revenge.

Trump spokesman Steven
Cheung said the president-elect
was aware of the assassination plot
and nothing will deter him “from
returning (o the White House and
restoring peace around the world”

Musk joins Trump’s call
with Ukraine’s Zelensky

By John Hudson
and Siobhan 0'Grady

Washingion Posi

Elon Musk joined a Wednesday call
berween President-elect Donald
Trump and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky, said four
people familiar with the matter, in
the latest sign that the tech billion-
aire intends to intertwine himself
with Trump's governing apparais

The call began with a conversa-
tion between Trump and Zelensky,
who remarked how the call was
possible becanse of Musk's Starlink
internet service, which connected
the two leaders while Zelensky was

on a train to Budapest, said two of

the people familiar with their con-
versation. Trump said Starlink had
provided internet access to recent
hurricane victims in the United
States. noted that Musk was with
him, and then put him on the call.

“It was very pleasant,” said a
Ukrainian official, who like others
spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity to discuss the private conver-
sation. Zelensky “thanked™ Musk
for the Starlink terminals Ukraine
relies on for much of its military
communications amid RBussin's
ongoing invasion of the country,
the official added.

[rump’s campaign did not
immediately respond to a request
for comment on Fridav. Axios first
reported Musk's mvolvement in the
call

Ukrainian officials came away
from the call feeling that Musk, one
of Trump's largest donors, would
join additional calls between the
president-elect and world lead-
ers as U.S. allies and adversaries
scramble to prepare for a change
of leadership in Washington fol-
lowing this week’s election.

Earlier in the week, Turkey’s
president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
said his call with Trump occurred
while the president-elect was
having dinner with Musk and the
tech mogul’s child.

Trump's inclusion of the world's
richest person on leader-level
phone calls demonsirates Musk's
extraordinary accumulation ol
political and economic power.

Musk, who donated well over 75

million to Trump’s campaign, pro
vided logistical support for its vot-
er-turnout efforts and extolled the
GOP ecandidare on his social media
platform X, has much to gain from
his newfound political kinship.

His companies, which include
SpaceX and Tesla, receive hillions
of dollars in government contracts
acrogss more than a dozen federal
agencies, including the Pentagon,
which relies on the tech mogul 1o
launch its military satellites into
orbit.

Musk's relationships with fed
eral agencies have been conten-
tious in several instances, however,
with some the subject of investiga-
tion and review.

The phone call between the
three powerful men also under-
scored how important Musk's
sprawling portfolio of properties is
10 foreign countries.

Ukraine relies heavily on Star-
link to provide secure communi
cation among frontline troops and
to allow constant battlefield moni
toring in command centers, where
internet access may otherwise be
spotly or nonexistent.

lens of thousands of Starlink
devices, many spray-painted in
camouflage colors to avoid detec
tion from Russian drones, dot
Ukraine’s front lines and are often
attached to the roofs of soldiers’
vehicles

They also allow soldiers to put
their phones on airplane mode
(o use the internet, reducing the
likelihood that Russian troops will
detect Ukrainian positions through
the presence of active phones ping-
ing off cell towers. Starlink services
were ininally provided o Ukraine
for [ree after the war began in
2022, but Musk later threatened to
cut the service off entirely. He then
billed the Pentagon for Ukraine’s
usage of the system.

Ukrainian troops say that
despite Starlink being banned in
Hussia, Russian troops have man
aged o obrain some terminals,
fueling their advance on the bat
tlefield. Ukrainian troops operat
ing inside Russia’s Kursk region,
where they control a large swath
of territory, have felt irsthand the
threat of disconnection from satel-
lite internet.
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Israeli soccer fans attacked

Dutch and Israeli officials
condemned the violence,
which came amid arisein
antisemitic incidents in
Europe since the start of
the war in Gaza.

By Mike Corder

Associmied Press

AMSTERDAM — Israeli fans were
assaulred after a soccer game in
Amsterdam by hordes of young
people apparently riled up by ealls
oh social media to target Jewish
people, Duteh authorities said
Friday. Five people were treated
at hospitals and dozens were
arrested after the attacks, which
were condemned as antisemitic by
authorities in Amsterdam, [srael.
and across Europe.

Reports of antisemitic speech,
vandalism. and violence have
been on the rise in Europe since
the start of the war in Gaza, and
tensions mounted in Amsterdam
ahead of Thursday night's match
between the Durch ream Ajax and
Maccabi Tel Aviv.

Pro-Palestinian demonstrators
were hanned by local authorities
from gathering outside the sta-
dium, and video showed a large
crowd ol Israell fans chanting
anti-Arab slogans on their way to
the game, Afterward, youths on
scoolers and on loot crisscrossed
the city in search of Israeli fans,
punching and kicking them and
then [leeing quickly to evade
police, Amsterdam Mayor Femke
Halsema said.

On the social media platform
Telegram, “there is talk of people
going on a Jew hunt,” Halsema
said. “That is so shocking and
s0 despicable that | still cannot
fathom iC” Dutch Minister of Jus-
tice and Security David van Weel
vowed to track down and prose-
cute the perpetrators.

Police had to escort some
fans back to hotels, according (o
authorities.

Ofek Ziv. a Maceabi fan from
the lsraeli city of Petah Tikva, said
someone threw a rock at his head.
causing light bleeding. as he and a
friend left the stadium. He said a
group of men began to chase him.
before he and his friend got into a
raxi, picked up other fans and ook
shelter at a hotel

“I'm very scared, it's very sirik-
ing.” Ziv said. "And the police
didn’t come to help us”

Another Israeli fan, Alyia Cohen,

in Amsterdam

In this image taken from video, police escort Maccabi Tel Aviv supporters to the metro station leading them to Amsterdam's Ajax stadium on
Thursday. Inter\Vision

said upon arriving back in Israel
that he would go back to Amster-
dam for future matches. “We are
not afraid of anything, ours is the
people of Israel.”

Five people were treated in the
hospital and released, while some
2010 30 people suffered light inju-
ries, police said. At least 62 sus
pects were arrested, with 10 still
in custody, the city's public pros-
ecutor. René de Beukelaer. told
reporters at a news conference
Friday.

A statement from Prime Minis
ter Benjamin Netanyahu's office
said he “views the horrifying
incident with utmost gravity.” He
demanded that the Dutch gov-
ernment take “vigorous and swift
action” against those involved.

Condemnation of the violence
poured in from around Europe.
“Antisemitism has absolutely no
place in Europe, and we are deter-
mined to fight it and to fight all
forms of hatred,” said Ursula von
der Leven. the president of the
Evuropean Commission. “We want
Jewish life and culture to thrive in
Europe.”

Dutch Prime Minister Dick
Schootf condemned the violence
and flew home early from a Euro-
pean Union summit in Hungary.

The artacks shattered Amster-
dam’s long-cherished view of
itself as a beacon of tolerance and
haven for persecuted religions.
including Sephardic Jews from
Portugal and Spain who fled to the

city centuries ago.
Poliece said security will be
beefed up at Jewish institutions
across the city, which has a large
Jewish community and was home
to Jewish World War 11 diarist
Anne Frank and her family as they
hid from Nazi occupiers
Halsema. Amsterdam’s mayor,
deseribed the violence as “an
eéruption of antisemitism that we
had hoped never again to see in
Amsterdam.”
In the past, Ajax was known as
a soccer club with links to Amster
dam's Jewish community because
visiting fans had to pass the citv's
Jewish quarter to get to the club’s
former stadium. Ajax fans some-
times wave Starof David flags and
chant the Dutch word for Jews.
Israel’s foreign minister. Gideon
Saar, flew to Amsterdam on Friday
and in a message on X he said that
hatred ol Jews is "appearing in
place after place after place.”
Saar met with the Dutch min-
ister for security and justice,
pledging Israeli help in the inves-
tigation, and also held talks with
Geert Wilders. a far right. anti-Is-
lam lawmaker whose party won
national elecrions last year.
Amsterdam police spokes-
woman Sara Tillart said it was too
early in their investigation o say
if anybody other than soccer fans
was targeted. Authorities outlawed
demonstrations across the city lor
the weekend and gave police extra
powers to Insk people

Israel’s government initially
ordered two planés sent (o
Amsterdam to bring fans home.
but Netanyahu's office later said
it would work to help eitizens
arrange commercial flights.

Maccabi's CEQ, Ben Mansford,
spoke to reporters at Israel’s
international airport as some fans
returned. “Lots of people went to
watch a [oothall game ... to sup-
port Israel. to support the star
of David, he said. For them to be
attacked, “that's very sad times
for us all given the last year we've
had.”

Tensions had been brewing
in Amsterdam for days ahead
of the mateh. A Palestinian flag
was torn down from a building in
Amsterdam on Wednesday, Dutch
broadcaster NOS reported, and
authorities banned a pro-Pales-
tinian demonstration near the
stadium

Ahead of the game, large crowds
of supporters of the Israeli team
could be seen on video chanting
anti-Arab slogans as they headed
o the stadium, escorted by police.

“Let the IDF win. and [expletive]
the Arabs,” the fans chanted, using
the acronym of the Israeli military,
as they shook their fists. It also
showed police pushing several
pro-Palestinian protesiers away
from a Maccabi fan gathering in a
square earlierin the day.

Security issues around host-
ing games against visiting Israeli
teams led the Belgian soccer

federation to decline to stage a
meén's Nations League game In
September. That game against
Israel was played in Hungary with
no fans in the stadium

Israel was exiled from the Asian
Football Confederation in the
19705 alter Arab nations refused
to play against it. Israel played
in European qualifying for the
1982 World Cup and has béen a
member of European soccer body
UEFA since 1994

The violence in Amsterdam
will no doubt lead to a review of
security at upcoming matches
involving Israeli teams. UEFA had
announced Monday that a Moe
cabl match ininally to be played
in Istanbul on Nov. 28 against the
Turkish team Besiktas, would be
moved (o a ver-to-be-decided neu-
tral venue.

ltalian police said security was
increased for Maccabi Tel Aviv's
basketball game at Virtus Bologna
Friday night, both for fans and for
the Maceabi team.

Israel’s national soccer team is
scheduled to play France in Paris
on Nov. 14 in the Nations League.
French Interior Minister Bruno
Retailleau said Friday the match
would go ahead as planned.

“I think that for a symbolic
reason we must not yield, we must
not give up,” he said, noting that
sports fans from around the world
came wgether for the Paris Olym-
pics this year to celebrate the “uni
versal values® of sports.

Israel

-+ COMNTINUED FROM A1

their nation when there are threats
to it,” said Yael Katsman, a spokes-
woman for Nelesh B'Netesh. “The
interest started right after Oct. 7 —
applications were up 1040 percent.
And even with the challenges and
fears and problems with flights, the
uptick in the number of olim arriv-
ing continues.”

Fighting-age olim, like all Israeli
citizens, are subject to manda-
tory military service, with some
EXCeplions.

Olim speak of feeling compelled
to support Israel in a moment of a
crisis and inspired by the resilience
and unity shown by the peaple.
Some say the choice was made
easier by what they described as
increasingly evident antisemitism
in the United States. Hate crimes
against Jews last year reached
their highest number since the
FBI began keeping records in 1991
Less than 3% of the U.5. popula-
tion identifies as Jewish, but Jews
were targeted in G&% of all reli-
gion-based hate erimes.

Before Oct. 7, Ruttenberg
worked in roofing sales and dated
Christian guys. She went by Kim,
her English name, because friends
found Yocheved hard 1o pronounce.

she loved Israel but never
planned to live there.

Now, she's cofounded and helps
run a nonprofit that focuses on
coordinating volunteer opportuni
ties in Israel and, like many Amer-
ican Jews, is figuring out what
Judaism means to her.

She's resumed observing Shab-
bat. lighting candles at sunset on
Friday and refraining from any
kind of labor for the following 24
hours. She’s decided to raise any
children she might have in the
faith. And she's Yocheved again.

“We realize that this is our
home,” she said.

The new arrivals, Karsman said.
represent the range of American
Jewry: singles, families and retir-
ees: the secular and the onthodox.

Yocheved Ruttenberg at Dizengoff Square in Tel Aviv, where

- .
1 - L ".
a memorial for the victims of Hamas' Oet. 7,

2023, attack is located. Ofir Berman / Washignton Post

The most commonly cited
motive for the move, Katsman
said, is “Zionism and connectivity
to [srael” Antisemitism is a driving
factor in 5 to 6% of applications, a
proportion she said has remained
steady over the years.

Phoebe Rynhold, a 19-year-old
from Teaneck, N.J., learned about
Jewish history and the pain of
the Jewish people in the wake of
the Holoecaust when she was at
Jewish day school. But until Oct. 7,
she said, that pain had always felt
distant.

“You can't help but draw com-
parisons,” said Rynhold, who
arrived in Israel three days before
the artack. planning to stay onlv a
few months before returning to the
Unired States to start at Baruch
College in New York.

“The fact that we all know people
who are survivors [of the Hamas

attack] feels almost surreal to say,”
she said. “It 100 percent connects
you to your descendanis and your
history.”

Rynhold joined a seminary and
has spent the past year studying
religion and volunteering — farm-
ing the kibbutzim in southern
Israel that were attacked, teaching
English to displaced children and
babysitting for women whose hus-
bands have been called to serve
in the Israel Delense Forces. In
December, she said, she plans to
join the IDE hersell

Rynhold has felt *horrible™
seeing photos and videos of the
dead and dying in Gaza, she said,
but she firmly believes that Israel
has the right 1o fight the war — and
that often. discussion in the United
States on the subject has been
ill-informed and antisemitic.

Friends attending college in New

York have told her of being shouted
at as they walk to class. she said. It
has affirmed her own decision: “It's
like, "How could 1 go back there and
get screamed at for having a differ-
ent point of view?

Dave Shlachter. 43. had long
dreamed of returning to Israel. As
a newly married couple, he and his
wife lived in Tel Aviv for two years,
and they promised themselves they
would come back with their three
kids, ages 9, 7 and 5, when their
youngest was ready to travel.

TI'hey wanted their children to
develop a connection with Israel
and learn Hebrew, Shlachter said.
They had finalized their plans
when Hamas attacked.

“0ur journey here was a decision
not to say no,” said Shlachter, who
cofounded a real estate invest-
ment firm in California. “Every day
alter OcL. 7, 1 asked myself whether

this was the right time to go. And
I changed my mind two or three
times a day”

Ultimately. he said, the family
decided it would be difficult but
meaningful to be in Israel in this
moment. They arrived two months
ago. shortly before Israel launched
Its current offensive against Hez-
bollah, pummeling Lebanon with
airstrikes.

lhe atmosphere in Bolinas,
Calif.. the hippie town outside San
Francisco where the Shlachters
had a second home and his office,
helped in their decision. After Oct
7. he didn't mind when Palestinian
flags proliferated there, he said. He
had always supported a Palestin-
ian siate alongside Israel and saw
nothing threatening in the flag.

But then the signs and graffiti
grew more vitriolie, he said, with
lines such as “Glory to the marnyrs.”
“Zionists are kooks,” and “Join the
global intfada.

When he tried to take signs
down, he said, people called him a
colonizer, shouted “Free Palestine”
at him outside the grocery store
and trolled him on social media.

As soon as the family touched
down in Israel, he said, he felt able
to breathe more freely. Even when
Iran fired a massive barrage of mis-
siles this month. sending his family
and millions of lsraelis running w
bomb shelters, he marveled at the
ability of Israelis to maintain calm
and even find levity in the sima-
tion. He watched as parents set up
games and art projects.

It was just one of the moments
of community his family has felt
since arriving. the feeling of being
embraced in "a tribal bear hug”

“This is exactly what 1 wanted.”
he said. “We wanted to come
because of the people, 1o show love
and contribute and to have it recip-
rocated. ... And in this particular
éra. the people are really showing
up and stepping up to help this
naton,



THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

SATURDAY. NOVEMBER 9, 2024

C | CITY&SUBURBS | A7

NEWS

ITFELI M. 0 / MHFWES

House

+ CONTINUED FROM A

Democrats surprised the state
in 2022 when they flipped the state
House for the first ime in 12 vears
with a narrow majority. Officials
expected the state’s new redis-
tricted maps, which gave Republi-
cans a slight edge over Democrats,
(0 make races more competitive,
but didn't expect Democrats to flip
the chamber so soon.

In the end in this election, how-
ever, Democrats’ majority came
down o Kep. Frank Burns (D.,
Cambria). who was reelected to
a ninth term to represent John
stown in his reddening county 80
miles east of Pittsburgh. He is the
last of the Blue Dog Democrats in
the state House, is antiabortion
and pro-Second Amendment, and
often blocked social-issue bills or
required Democrats to iind Repub-
licans in the collar counties who
would support them.

Burns ran a Trump-style cam-
paign himself. including antack ads
that elaimed his GOP opponent
wanted to bring in 100 Afghan fam-
ilies into Johnstown and give them
jobs held by locals, spend more on
public housing and thus make the
community less safe — a mirror
(o Trump's anti-immigrant and
anti-refugee rhetoric.

Burns remains a welcome and
supported member of the Demo-
cratie caucus, said House Major-
ity Leader Matt Bradford (D.,
Montgomery)

“He fiercely fights just for Cam
bria County and we would ask him
nothing else but o do that.” Brad-
ford said. *Pennsylvania and our
caueus is lueky o have him,

Burns and other Democrats
across Pennsylvania were able to
win — despite volers rejecting
Democrats evervwhere else on the
ballot — because they were able
1o separate themselves from the
national narrative, said Joe Corri-
gan, a Democratic strategist who
works with House Democrats

State House Democrats empha
cized consttuent services and
their efforts in their own commu-
nities. whether it be by securing
grant funding or hosting surpris-
ingly popular events for people to
shred their sensitive documents,
Corrigan added. And each Dem-
ocratic member has their own
personal brand they can run on,
besides thelr party affiliarion.

“Would Philadelphia vote for
someone with the profile of Frank
Burns? Probably not in a primary,”
Corrigan added. "But he fits his
distriet”

The Democratic failures at the
top of the ticket will help House
Democrats’ calculus on how they

House Speaker Joanna McClinten (D., Philadelphia) celebrates after a special election in Bucks County on Feb. 13, 2024. Democrats will hold onte
their one-seat majority. Charles Fox / Staff Photographer

approach their jobs this year. lead-
ers sald.

Bradford said despite his and
others’ opposition to Trump, he
believes leaders need to continue
1o focus on the issues constiments
are most concerned with, such
as affordability. Democrats will
come into session next vear ready
to “double down on bipartisanship
and pragmatism,” he added.

“The Democratic Party has 1o be
a very big tent, and this week was
a great reminder of that,” Bradford
said.

McClinton said her party will
néed 1o revisit those who voted for
Democrats in 2020 and 2022, but
who voted for Republicans this
election o understand *why they
are no longer with us™ and *work
very hard to earn their support in
the future.”

House Democrats currently con
trol the lower chamber by only one
vote, and at times have had to lean
on moderate Republicans from
Bucks County to pass bills when
they couldn't get their whole mem:-
bership to support them. Lawmak
ing halted on multiple occasions
throughout the two-vear legisla-
tive session because of more than
a half-dozen resignations that put
Democrats under their numeric
majoriy.

Only about 10 races statewide
were competitive in this year's
election. Hepublicans targeted

seats held by vulnerable Demo-
crais in other parts of the state that
are leaning redder, such as Burns,
who held onto his seat by approx-
imately 1,000 votes in a county
that Trump won by 35 percentage
points.

Meanwhile, Democrats had
hoped o pick up some of the few
remaining GOP-held seats in the
eollar counties — like Rep. Craig
Williams™ seat as the last Republi-
can representing parts of Delaware
County or two Lower Bucks seats
represented by Hepublican Reps.
K.C. Tomlinson and Joe Hogan
as ones they thought they could
flip to maintain and expand their
narrow majority. Williams, Tomlin-
son and Hogan all won reelection.
but Bradford said he believes these
seats and others across the state
are still winnable in future elec-
tions where Trump is not at the top
of the teket.

Changes in the House GOP

Republicans also had their eves on
several seais across the state that
they thought they could fip, inciud-
ing Rep. Brian Munroe (D.. Bucks).
House Republicans and a political

action committee backed by Jefl

Yass, Pennsylvania’s richest man,
poured more than $600,000 in ads
in support of GOP-challenger Dan
McPhillips. Munroe ultimately won
reelection by a small margin, and

Republicans were unable to win
back their majority.

Cutler, a Republican from Lan-
caster County who previously
served as House speaker and
caucus leader, noted in his Friday
letter that national GOP support
was not enough and that leaders
“fell shor.”

“I strongly believe we have to
make changes from the top down
to ensure our future success, and
for that reason [ will not be seeking
the position of Republican Leader
for the upcoming Session,” Cutler
wrote.

Al least three GOP members are
seeking the nomination to be the
next Republican minority leader,
including Reps. Jesse Topper (R..
Bedford), Josh Kail (R., Washing-
ton) and Milou Mackenzie (R.,
Northampton), according to a
source familinr with the leadership
elections.

Shapiro holds onto his
Demeocratic House

Gov. Josh Shapiro, a Democrat,
spent $1 million 1o help his party
retain and expand its state House
majority. made 20 endorsements,
and campaigned across the siate in
districts Democrats hoped to flip or
to protect vulnerable ineumbents.
In his endorsements earlier
this fall, Shapiro noted the Dem
ocratic priorities he and the slim

Democratic majority in the state
House in concert with the
GOP-controlled state Senate —
had been able to pass, including
an increased property tax and rent
rebate for seniors, an expanded
child care tax eredit. and major
Investments in public education
o respond to a court order requir-
ing officials to create a new school
funding system

“The Governor fought 1o protect
the House Democratic majority,
and he looks forward to continuing
to work with leaders in both par-
ties to get stuff done for all Penn
svlvanians,” said Manuel Bonder,
Shapiro’s press secretary, in a
s{atement.

In recent vears, Democrats have
dominated the fast-growing collar
counties around Philadelphia,
electing Democrats 1o 31 of the 39
districts in Bucks, Montgomery.
Delaware and Chester Counties.

Bucks remains an outlier in the
increasingly blue Philadelphia
suburbs, as the only collar county
with a GOP voter registration
advantage. For this reason, many
ol the competitive House races are
in Bucks County, and Republicans
represent more districts in Bucks
than in any other collar county.

Stafl writer Anna Orzo contrib
uted ro this article.
gmegoldrick{@inguirer.com
W gill megoldrick

Greenberg
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which we have raised which estab
lish Ellen was murdered, and that
evidence remains unchallenged,”
Podraza said. *These unfortunate
limitations and constraints not
withstanding, we do appreciate
the District Attorney’s profes-
sional courtesy of speaking with
the family and candidly acknowl-
edging all these limitations and
consirainis,”

A civil suit filed by Greenberg's
parents about whether they have
the right to challenge the suicide
ruling on their daughter’s death
certificate was taken up on appeal
this yvear by the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania and remains ongo-
ing. The Greenbergs also have a
second ongoing civil suit seeking
monetary damages from the city
and several people involved in the
investigation into their daughter's
death.

In 15 news release, the Chester
County DA’s Office, which is led
by District Attorney Christopher
DeBarrena-Sarobe, noted that the
standard of proof for a criminal
investigation — beyond a reason
able doubt — is "different than
other legal cases or issues that sur-
round Ms. Greenberg's death.”

Greenberg, then 27, a irst-grade
teacher, was discovered by her
fiancé, Samuel Goldberg, in the
kitchen of their locked Manayunk
apariment with 20 stab wounds to
her body and a 10-inch knife lodged
in her chest on Jan. 26, 2011

Investigators on the scene
treated her death as a suicide
becaunse the apartment door —
which Goldberg said he broke
down — was locked from the
inside, there were no signs of an
intruder, and Greenberg had no
defensive wounds, police have
said.

But the next morning, the Phil
adelphia Medical Examiner’'s
Office discovered a total of 20 stab
wounds to Gréenberg s body —
including 10 to the back of her nec

Lo gk -.':'l .
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Ellen Greenberg's parents, Joshua and Sandra Greenberg, hold up a scrapbook of their daughter in their

Harrisburg home. David Swanson

alongwith 11 bruises in various
stages ol healing, and ruled her
death a homicide.

Police publicly disputed the
findings and the ME's Office later
changed the ruling to suicide, with
no explanation to Greenberg's
parents.

In the years since, the Green
bergs have retained experts who've
raised questions about the suicide
ruling and the investigation into
the case, as hirst detailed ina 2019
Inquirer report.

When the Greenbergs’ former
attorney, Larry Krasner, became
the district attorney of Philadel-
phia in 2018, they reached back
out to see it he'd reopen the inves-
tigation into their daughter's death.

Given his confliet of interest,
Krasners office referred the case
to the state Attorney General's
Oftice, which was then helmed
by now-Governor Josh Shapiro.

Sialt Photographer

After more than a year, the AG's
Office said it found the evidence
supported suicide and closed its
INVesTigarion.

In 2019, the Greenbergs sued
the Philadelphia ME's Office and
the pathologist who conducted
the autopsy, seeking to have the
manner of their daughter’s death
changed back to homicide or unde-
termined, given the new infor-
mation and forensic experts they
ohtained

As a resuli of that eivil suit, addi-
tional details and records about
the case and the unusual investiga-
tion into it came to light. In 2021,
Podraza gave that information to
the Alrs Office, which was still ran
by Shapiro. but the office stood by
the suicide ruling.

The following year. theories
started to swirl online about possi-
ble connections shapiro had with
lamily members of Greenberg’s

finncé. While the AG's Office said
no contlict existed, it referred the
case back to the Philadelphia DA's
Office due “the appearance of a
conflier.”

Unable to take the case due to
Krasner's own conflict of interest,
the Philadelphia DA's Office then
referred it to the Chester County
DA's Office, where it has remained
since August 2022,

According to the office’s news
release, detectives ~“pursued addi-
tional investigative steps, includ-
ing but not limited to, conducting
new interviews and consulting
with an independent forensic
EXpert.

In his statement, Podraza said
the expert the office consulted
has an undergrad degree in ento
mology (the study of insects) and
a masters in criminal justice, but
no medical or forensic pathology
training

The Chester County DA's Office
said its detectives also conducted
a review of the previous investi-
gations by the Philadelphia Police
Department and AG's Office

But the validity of the police
depariment s Investigarion has
alreadv been called into question
by the Commonwealth Court,
which called it “deeply flawed” in a
2023 ruling.

That court heard the case on
appeal after the city challenged the
Greenberg's first ¢ivil suit in 2019,
The city argued the Greenbergs did
not have standing to seek a change
in their daughter's death certifi-
cate. In its 2-1 ruling last year, the
Commonwealth Court said it had
“no choice under the law™ but to
grant the city's appeal to prevent a
civil suit from going to trial

But the Greenbergs and Podraza
appealed the Commonwealth
Court ruling and in July. the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
the state’s highest court — agreed
to hear the case. The court will not
rule on the manner of Greenberg's
death, but will consider the 1ssue
of whether her parents have stand-
ing to challenge the listed manner
of death

A date for arguments in the
Supreme Court case has not yet
been set, but they are expected o
be held next vear.

A second eivil suit the Green-
bergs filed against members of
the ME's Office, the Police Depart
ment, and the DA's Office seeking
monetary damages for intentional
infliction of emotional distress
remains ongoing in the Philadel-
phia Court of Common Pleas.

“We now look forward to an
upcoming trial where a full and
forthright examination of the core
issues surrounding Ellen's murder
may be publicly conducted before
an independent Judge and jury of
our peers, Fodraza said.
sfarr@inguirer.com
25-854-4220

W FarFarrAway
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Philly woman found dead a week after disappearing

Pings from GPS anklet
worn by her paroled
ex-boyfriend led
investigators to a shallow
grave in Fox Chase.

By Ellie Rushing
and Rodrigo Torrejon
Siall Wwriers

I'he body of a 29-year-old woman
was found buried in a shallow
grave in the woods of Fox Chase
on Thursday, one week after

investigators believe her ex-boy-
friend abducted her, police said.

Pl il.'l' Fecow |._'|'|.'-._! the 'émalns
of Melody Rivera, covered with
twigs and leaves, Thursday after
noon on the 900 block of Tustin
Avenue, near Pennypack Park, said
Deputy Folice Commissioner Frank
Vanore

Rivera's family had been posting
online and searching the Northeasi
area for days, holding out hope
they might find her unharmed. But
thelr worst fears were confirmed
as soon as they learned of the body
recovered, said Martha Fred, Rive

'S SISTEr

Melody Rivera, ?!EI was Hpﬂﬂ:d
missing on Dl:t. 3L elphia

Pl
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*It's her."” she said solemnly
Friday morning,

Hivera was last seen by her
family on Halloween in the Sum
merdale section of the city, police
said. According to posts from rel-
atives on Facebook. the woman
called her mother to say she was
being held against her will by ¢
man known as “G°

Police believe that man to be
289-year-old Geovanni Otero
Rivera's ex-boyfriend, said a law
enforcement source, who Spoke on
the condition of anonymity to dis-
CUSS AN onEoing investigntion.

Vanore said investioralors are

looking to speak with him about
the case. He snid Rivera's family
told police Otero had been harass
ing and threatening the woman in
recent weeks.

According to the source. Rivera
was driving with her girlfriend
when Otero attacked them. threw
the girlfriend out of the car, and
drove off with Rivera. Police found
the car abandoned days later, said
the source, but did not find Rivera

Investigators believe she was
likely killed on Nov. 1. said the
source, and that her body has been
in the woods since then. Her cause

» SEE FOUND ON AS

A New Jersey Forest Fire Service wm*dnn sprays water as he wurl:.i an edge of the forest fire Friday in the Glassboro Wildlife Management Areain

oth Hob

Gloucester County. Elizsl

Ared flag warning for
the Philly region comes
as a sustained drought
has made conditions ripe
for wildfires. Some rain
Sunday might help.

By Frank Kummer
Siaflf Writer

The National Weather Service
has issued a red flag warning for
the Philadelphia region. and most
of N.l.. as a continued extreme
drought, combined with high winds
and lack of moisture. has pushed
fire conditions from bad to eritical.

I'he weather service Issued 115

Falil Statr Ph

O s )
- =4

statement Friday as the New Jersey
Forest Fire Service was already
battling at least three sizable wild-
fires in South Jersey, though crews
were making progress, The red
flag warning included all or parts
of Delaware, Philadelphia, Chester,
MIII.IL;:!ITI'I: l_'l. and |!|Ill. ks counties
until 6 p.m. when it expired. The
agency warned against lighting any
outdoor fires, which could escape
and spread quickly

A red flag warning means that
weather conditions have combined
to enhance the danger of wildfires.

"Any Ilires that develop may
guickly get out of control and
become difficult to contain.” the
W L'I‘l[hl"n' SETrVICe '-\.'.'I.|h

New Jersey officials banned
open fires in October, but wild
fires have contnued o break out

Although the canses of most are yet
undetermined, 99% of wildhres are
started by humans.

The red flag warning was in
effect for much of South Jersey,
including Atlantie, Burlington,
Camden, Cape May, counties, as
well as counties farther north, unnl
(] p.m The w l_'ilF.]lL'I"-L'I"-'ll..'L'L'Lh.‘-J a
relative umidity as low as 25 % and
wind gusts of .3”[“-1-” mph as a key
factor. But the weather service was
warning of an increased risk of tre
Saturday because of the possibility
of more gusty winds.

Although there have been hun
dreds ol fires since October, crews
are continuing to battle three
active blazes In Southern New
Jersey. Officials say residents can
expect to smell or see smoke for
several L'I:'I:'.-'*-.

Fires raising alarms

There is some possible relief:
rain is forecast for Sunday night
with one-quarter to a half-inch
possible. While that could provide
enough moisture to quell fires, i
is unlikely to refill drained water-
ways. Some counties are suffering
from 10-inch rain deheits the past
90 days.

[he active fires, all under inves
ChEALbOT, are:

@ A fire broke out Thursday
afternoon at Glassboro

Wildlife Management Area

near Carpenter Avenue in

Gloucester County. On Thursday

night, what's been dubbed

the Pheasant Run fire was

reportéd o be 1333 acres in

seope and 50% contained as

of Friday moming. New Jersey

+ SEE RED FLAG ON A12

Downed

The operator tried to
stop her River Line train
before slamming into
atree already on the
tracks, NTSB says.

By Nick Vadala

K i i ¥
o ELR vl BEL

A NJ Transit River Line operator who
died in a erash in Burdington County
last month was killed when a branch
from a fallen tree on the tracks pen-
etrated the rain's windshield, fed-
eral authorities have found.

ree cited

lessica Haley, 41, of Levittown,
was killed and 23 passengers
were injured in the crash. which
occurred just after G a.m. in Mans
field Township on Oct. 14. The train
had been traveling southbound
from Trenton when it struck o
L P& that had :I|I'l:_':||.|_'l. |"l|_‘|.'II| on I!||:'
tracks at the time of the crash, the
National Transportation Safety
Board said in a newly released pre-
liminary report

Immediately following the crash,
it was not clear whether the tree
had already been down, or if it had
fallen and hit cthe train as it was
traveling

T'he NTSB found that the train

in fatal rail crash

had been traveling at 64 mph
through a curve in dark condi-
tions as it approached the tree.
Haley, the NTSB said, activated the
train’s rack brakes and emergency
brakes, causing it to decelerate for
about 430 feet before hitting the
tree. The train stopped |'|1|L"1||'-.
880 feet past the point of impact,
the NTSB said

I'he train was carrying 41 pas-
sengers in addition to Haley at
the time of the crash. While nearly
two dozen passengers were hurt,
their injuries were described as
not life-threatening, and they were
treated at a nearby hospital before
being released, the NTSB said

Haley was a single mother with
three voung boys, family members
said in a statement announcing
their intent to sue NJ Transit and
others following the crash. She had
worked as an operator on the River
Line for about two decades priorto
her death, her family said

The NTSB said its investigation
into the crash remains ongoing,
and would foeus on NJ Transit's
right-of-way maintenance and
the crashworthiness of its (rains’
design

nvadalai@inguirer.com
215-854-4517

W njradala

More
arrests
In car

Among those chargedisa
Bucks County man police
say organized the event,
dubbed Project X.

By Rodrigo Torrejon
SinfT Writer
Four people have béen charged in
a series of massive and chaotic car
meeups that swept through Phila

delphia in late September, drawing
unruly crowds of hundreds of spec

tators, damaging cars, and leaving
police officers frustrated and in
SOIME Cases injured, police sald

Among those arrested was
Joseph Cavanaugh. 21, of Levit
rown, who police sald was the top
organizer of the sprawling series
of illegal car meetups dubbed
Project X that ran late night Sept
21 into early morning Sept. 22,
snid Police Deputy Commissioner
Frank YVanore, Juawarn Williams.
21, of Rosedale. Md., who filmed
much of the night's events using a
drone and high-tech goggles, prof-
iting off the viral footage, also was
arrested, along with James Hare,
20, and David French, 21, both of
Philadelphia

All four men face charges ol
conspiracy, causing and risking
catastrophe, and related crimes
police said. Cavanaugh and Hare
are out on bail, according to court
records. French and Williams are
still in custody, court records show

In all. nine people have been
charged in connection with the
meetups so far, and more arresis
are expected. Police Commis
sioner Kevin Bethel said Friday
Standing in front of some of the
sports cars police say were driven
during the meetups and were
later impounded. Bethel pledged
at a news conference to continue
aggressively move against meet
ups as they pop up in the cin

“We're not playing today, tomor
row, o under my tenure and | know
the mayor's tenure,” he said.

Authorities said the meetups in
"i!.'| tember, which included people
drag racing, doing doughnuts. and
exploding ireworks, spread acToss
the city, with at least 11 events from
the Northeast to Southwest to right
outside City Hall

Cavanaugh organized Project
X over Instagram. selling the list
of 11 to 13 locanons for the illegal
meetups o interested users, said
Police Inspector Raymond Evers.
I'hrouh his soctal media account
Cavanaugh called on people from
Philadelphia, New Jersey, Del
aware, and Marvland to join in,
Evers said.

Owver a span of more than seven
hours, police chased after groups
as they tried to disperse the crowds
in what they described as a game of
*whack-a-mole,” arriving at a loca-
tion just as the crowd moved to
A l[!'ll.'l'-\.|"|ll'|

In some cases, including in front

y SEE MEETUP ON AT2
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of death was not immediately clear,
the SR e "'\..Iil.1

Otero. of Hunting Park, has
served time in jail on drug and gun
charges since 2005, In 2018, he was
convicted of illegal gun possession
and sentenced 1o 3 V210 eight years
in jail, court records show

At the time of Rivera's disap
pearance, he was out on parole and
wearing a GPS ankle monitor, said
the source

I'har ankle monitor ultimately
led detectives to the woods — and
to Hivera's body — the source said,
after Mero's GPS location pinged
twice in that area.

erushing@inquirer.com and
riocrrejon{oinguirer.com
W EllieRushing and rodrigotorrejon

Police investigate at the scens where thl- h-n'.tul:lyI ofa wnrnan who had been missing for a week was found Thursday near Pennypack Trail at Verree

Road and Tustin Avenue in Fox Chase. Steven M. Falk / Staff Pholographer

Drexel Hill man sentenced for killing brother

By Vinny Vella

Stafl Writen

The Byrd brothers shared a last
name, two parents, and a home
in Drexel Hill, Bur the similarities
ended there. according to testi-
mony in Delaware County Court.

And in the end, their difTer-
ences left one of them dead and
the other convicted of murder and
sentenced this week 1o five 1o 20
years in stale prison.

Anthony Byrd, 22, was a small
time drug dealer who was violent
and threatening, and terrorized
his younger brother, Amir, their
mother, and their younger sister,
whom he once beat so severely
that she required facial recon-
struction surgery, according to
COUTT [estimony

Amir, by contrast, was an hon-
or-roll student at Upper Darby High
e ool on rack to be recrulted to

L L

play either basketball or football at
the University of Delaware.

But it was Amir Byrd, 20, who
found himself before Delaware
County Court Judge Anthony Scan
lon this week, pleading guilty to
third-degree murder for gunning
down his older brother in what his
attorney said was an act of self-de
fense after vears of abuse

Still, the judge said in sentenc
ing him to prison, Byrd had no
right to "act as judge, jury. and
execulloner.

"MNo matter how bad someone
is, no one is above or beneath the
law.” he said. “If vou violate the
law, kill someone withourt a spe
cific legal justification. vou will be
prosecuted.”

The path to that moment, pros-
ecutors said. began with a game
of pickup basketball on March
23. 2023. The Byrd brothers and
some of their relatives had gone
o the YMCA in Havertown for a

o e T

Protesting

Temple student Rachel Wilder demonstrates at City Hall with other
college and high school students who wanted to veice their concerns

after Donald Trump's nlutmntﬂ l:hl president again.

S SIL .\_|.|-'.||I" "'1 .I'I'r

game that ended in a defeart that
Anthony Byrd “couldn’t accept.”
according to Amir Byrd's lawver,
Guy Sciola. Anthony Byrd, play-
ing on the opposite team from his
brother, was angry and threatened
1o Kill him, Sciola said

Given his brother’s history of

violence, Amir Byrd took those
threats seriously, the lawyer said
Anthony Byrd had attacked his
brother repeatedly as he tried get
him 1o join him in dealing drugs,
and he once fired a gun at their
maother during an argument at
their home, the mother. Alicia
Byrd, said in court.

she said Anthony Byrd had
become violent and controlling
after her husband’s death vears
earlier, and frequently abused
her verbally, physically, and
emotionally

Sciolla drew parallels to the
biblical story of Cain and Abel in
describing his client s mindser.

By Rodrigo Torrejon

il YWrie:

A Philadelphia man who was shot
by police after being on the run
for allegedly killing a bystander in
Kensington has been charged with
murder, police said Thursday.

Spencer Majetr, 29, was shot
twice by Philadelphia police offi-
cers on Oct. 29 after they tried to
arrest him and he ran, s« [[||1.,u1[ i
brief foot chase, police said. After
the shooting, police said, Majert
wias in eritical but stable condi-
tion, and authorities had been
waiting for his condition o sta-
bilize 1o charge him with murder
and related erimes in the Oct. 8
slaving of 23-vear-old Felicity
Vanatta.

Majett also faces two counts
of attempred murder of a law
enforcement officer and related
crimes for shooting at the two ofh
cers who chased after him., police
said.

Officers were patrolling Kens-
ingion Avéenue around 5:30 p.m.
Oct. 29 when they spotted Majett.
He was a suspect In the killing ol
Vanatta, who was shot outside
the Steak N Beer deli on Kensing
ton Avenue when an altercation
erupted into gunfire. police said

“You have a bad son and a good
he said. “There was no love
that could stop [Anthony Byrd]
from doing what he wanted o
do, and in [Amir Byrd's] mind. his
thoughts were on the safety of
himself and his tamily. after being
threatened throughout the day”

When the brothers arrived
home, Anthony Byrd continued
to threaten and harass his family,
Seciola said. In response, he said,
Amir Byrd went to his room,
retrieved and loaded a handgun,
and went downstairs and shot his
brother.

Investigators recovered nine
shell casings in the Byvrd family's
living room. Anthony Byrd had
been shot multiple times, and was
pronounced dead at the scene
Detectives retrieved a Glock

¥0-caliber handgun

Prosecutor said there were no
other weapons at the scene, and
no indication that Anthony Byrd

s00.”

The outside of Steak N Beer, on
Kensington Avenue in Kensington,
where a 23-year-old woman police
say was a bystander was killed

in a shooting Tuesday morning.

n/ Stafl
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lhe officers confirmed the
man was Majett by matching his
description with alerts on their
phone and called for backup.
police said. Two other officers,
identified by police as Officers
Josue Heyes and Michael Trask,
arrived and tried to stop Majerr,
who then ook off on foot, accord
INg [0 |,1III||._'|,‘

During the chase, one of the

had been armed, Assistant Dis
trict Attorney Gina Gorbey argued
for a sentence of 20 to 40 years
because regardless of the circum
stances. she said. Byrd had taken
o life. .

“While | understand Anthony
had a past and some don't speak
very highly of him, he's still a life,
he's still a human being.” she said
“And we don't live in a world where
yvou can kill someone because you
don’t like them or thev're a bad
PErson.

Judge Scanlon noted that Byrd
had no previous arrests and had
been a model prisoner in the
months he was in custody alter
his arrest, obtaining his GED and
tutoring other inmates. And yet,
he said, murder reguired a lengthy
prison term.

vvellafm inguirer.com
2l5-8o4-40s 2
W Vellastrarions

Philly man charged with
murder, firing at police

officers saw that Majett had a gun
and shouted a warning. police said
Reves then used a Taser on Majett.
who police said hred a single shot
at the oflicers from a .40-caliber
gun. Reyes and Trask responded
by hiring their guns at Majerr. smik
ing him twice in the upper back.
in an alleyway between the 3100
blocks of Coster and Heach Streels
near Kensington Avenue, police
sald.

Majett was taken to Temple
University Hospital for treatment.
Neither officer was Injured, police
said

Reves and Trask. both assigned
to the 25th Police District and with
one vear on the job, have been
placed on administrative duty
pending the outcome of an inves-
tigation of the shooting

Vanatta's death marked the
second shooting in a week on tha
block. where two people were
struck by bullets earlier. And it
was the second fatal shooting of
a bystander in Kensington since
August, when KellvAnne Kane, 41,
was shot and killed after a light
broke out and led to gunfire on the
2300 block of Kensington Avenue
police said.

riorrejoni@ inguirer.com
W rodrigotorrejon
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Temperatures in the apartment building at 2121 Market 5t. have been uncomfortably high, according to tenants, due to unseasonably warm weather
and the building's switch from air-conditioning to heat in October. Jake Blumgart / Staff

sweltering apartments as Philly
law requires heat on after Oct. 1

As temperatures become
more volatile due to
climate change, sweating
tenants urge revision

of regulations about
building temperatures.

By Jake Blumgari
Stafll Writer

When Tasha Kuronen returned 1o
her apartment Nov. 3 after five days
away, she walked into a wall of heat.

The temperature in her sec-
ond-floor apartment at 2121 Market
St.was 835 degrees, which would be
uncomfortable even if it were sea-
sonably eooler outside.

Instead, in the midst of a his-
torically long dry spell. with tem-
peratures reaching a record of BO
degrees Wednesday, the environ-
ment in her building is suffocating.

“l walked in and was flooded by
this wave ol heat,” said Kuronen.

2121 Market is owned by PMC
Property Group, which did not
respond 1o a request for comment.
The building also houses a Trader
Joe's.

Building managers told Kuronen
that nothing could be done. They
sand ivs standard procedure under
city law, that on Oect 1 they turn on
the heat and that means they turn
the coaling systems off

Kuronen posted notes in the
elevators and hallways asking
whether other tenants were having
similar experiences. Answers came
in a tidal wave of texts, calls, and
emails — over 40 in all. Tenants

couldn't sleep or cook, and some
families were having to take their
uncomfortable kids elsewhere.

“It was a little eerie because
after [ posted my notes, | would
come into the hallways and find
other fliers that were like chicken
scraiched with pen saying, Please
help me. The heat is killing me,”
said Kuronen

The situation shows the chal
lenges that climate change is pre-
senting to the apartment rental
market, and the laws that regulate
IL

Philadelphia’s code requires that
between Oct. | and April 30, oper-
ators of multifamily dwellings like
apartment buildings must provide
heating capable of maintaining a
room temperature of 68 degrees.
The requirement extends to Sep
tember and May if temperatures
fall below 60 degrees in those
months. The provision is waived if
each unit has its own separate cli-
mate control system.

There is a caveat that while the
heat must be capable of being
turned on in those months, it does
not have to be activated unless
the outdoor temperature hits 68
degrees or less.

Tenants at 2121 Market St. say
the heat is stifling on days like this
Halloween, when temperatures hit
82 degrees, but even some éve-
nings when weather is more sea-
sonally appropriate.

“They tell me they are going oft
this ordinance, but I think it's a
gross misinterpretation of the ordi
nance.” Kuronen said. "They have
to provide equipment that allows
a space to be heated to a minimum
of 68 degrees. Nobody's requiring

that they're blasting it so that it's
85 degrees.”

Other tenants say that the prob-
lem is simply that the aircondition-
ing, which in the warmer months
they can control in their rooms,
is off despite soaring autumn
lemperatures.

Many tenants in the building
have been dragging their mat-
resses out of the windowless bed
rooms to sleep, The situation has
been especially hard on older resi-
dents, families with small children,
and pet owners.

“For the last maybe two or three
weeks, I've been sleeping in my
living room because our apart-
ments don't have windows in the
bedroom,” said Maligue Killing,
who has lived at 2121 Market for
five years. “l sleep in my living
room on the couch, with my win-
dows open.”

PMC offered window units to
tenants, but Kuronen fears that will
spike utility prices and the solution
wouldn't help those who can't open
theirwindows orwho can't sleep in
their living rooms.

“Maybe it's a broken or outdated
system, but 1 iold management that
as global warming is changing the
temperatures, it's their responsibil-
ity to make changes to the building,
policies, or equipment,” Kuronen
said.

As the reality of climate change
is increasingly felt, other cities
have contemplated changing state
and local laws that govern heating
in residential buildings. In Chicago
in 2022, three elderly women died
during a May heat wave because
the heating in their building was
still on.

In Massachusens. there has
been debate over changing the
state law that requires that heat
be available in residential build-
ings between Sept. 15 and June
15. Landlord organizations have
argued that the heat availability
standard in Massachusetts should
be rolled back to the end of May
and that air-conditioning should be
required for more of the year.

“Given the impacis of global
warming and climate change, it'’s
important to reassess existing reg
ulations to ensure they effectively
protect all Philadelphians.” said
Steve Chintaman, vice president
of government affairs at the Penn-
sylvania Apartment Association.
“The rise in temperatures in recent
yvears is more evident than ever
before. PAA is committed to collab-
orating with local government 1o
review these measures.”

Unsatisfied with PMC's response
50 far, Kuronen is seeking outside
help. She's called the Department
of Licenses and Inspections, the
Better Business Bureau, and an
HVAC specialist to see if they can
diagnose a particular problem with
the building's heating.

Kuronen would also like to see
City Council address building reg-
ulations to set a maximum tem-
perature, similar to Massachusetis
where bullding owners are sup-
posed 1o ensure that temperatures
do not exceed 78 degrees.

“There's no maximum to what
they can do, and I just feel like
that's gross negligence on all
parts,” said Kuronen.

Montco
home

health-care

agency
owes pay

Bv Ariana Perez-Casiells
Stafl Writer

A Montgomery County home
health-care agency failed to pay
workers overtme, acconrding to an
investigation by the US. Depart-
meni of Labor. The company
was ordered to pay $810,320 in
back wages and damages to 196
workers, according to a consent
Jjudgment.

Wyncote Wellness LLC paid
employees with separate checks
for each client, instead of group-
ing their hours together, the DOL
investigation found. The company
paid for overtime when workers
were employed over 40 hours with
asingle client.

The investigation also found
that workers often reported work-
ing more hours than they were
paid for and were not paid for the
time spent traveling between cli
enis. The company also failed 1o
properly record hours employees
worked, the DOL found.

“Home health-care workers
provide vital services to the most
vilnerable members of our com
munities, and their work deserves
respect and fair compensation,”
James Cain, DOL's wage and hour
division district director in Phila-
delphia, said in o statement. “This
enforcement action will help to
ensure workers are paid their total
earnings and remind other employ
ers of their obligations under the
law.”

The company will pay $810,320
in back wages and damages (o
employees for violations that
occurred between Aug. 12, 2019,
and Aug. 7. 2022, according o
court documents. The money owed
to employees ranges from $22 o
526,319 according 1o a spokesper-
son for the DOL. The company will
also pay a $10,000 civil fine.

The company did not respond to
requests for comment.

The Philadelphia area has
seen several overtime wage vio-
lations in the home health-care
industry In recent years. A key
issue is that Medicaid doesn’t
pay agencies extra for over
time in Pennsylvania and New
Jersey, The Inquirer reported
in 2022, Overtime is hard 1o
avold because of the shortage ol
health-care workers.

In January, a Northeast Phila-
delphia home health-care com-
pany was ordered to pay over
SL.64 million in back wages to
workers after not paying employ-
ees proper overtime wages. In
May. a Delaware County home-
care business was ordered to pay
over 51 million for failing to pay
workers overtime,

jhlumgarif@inguirer.com
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Giant at Eighth and Market Streets will close in December

By Ariana Perez-Castells
Stall Wrriier

The Giant Heirloom Markert at B01
Market 5t will shurt its doors on
Dec. 28 according to a layoff notice
required by federal law.

“Unfortunately. this store has
not performed to our expectations,
and when coupled with the chal-
lenges we and others have faced
in the neighborhood, it no longer
MAakes SenNse [0 Contnue operarng
at this location,” John Ruane, the
company’s president, said in the
SEalement.

Ruane called the closure a “dil-
ficult decision™ and noted it was a
"business decision” that had been
made after efforts to improve
performance.

When the company announced
plans to open the store on Market
Sireet in 2021, it was seen as o
vote of confidence in the elty's

pandemic recovery.

At the time of the announce
ment. then-company president
Nicholas Bertram noted. *Our
sirategy of growing inside of the
city has not really been shaken by
the pandemic”

When the 32,000-square-foot
store opened in December 2021,
it was the largest Heirloom Mar-
ket-branded store for the company.

“This location will meet a real
need for the growing residential
population in our exciting new
Fashion Distriet and will serve as
a convenient dining destination
to those visiting our great city,”
former Mayor Jim Kenney said in a
siatement at the time,

Giant previously focused its
efforts outside the city, and for
years, the company’s sole store
in Philadelphia was on Grant
Avenue in Northeast Philadel-
phia. It opened in 2011, The com-
pany currently has nine locations

in Philadelphia. according to its
website,

The closure comes as the gro-
cery chain is set to open a location
in South Philly by the end of the
year. The company had not shared
an opening date for the store when
The Inquirer reported the opening
in October, but said this week that
it expects to open it on Dec. 13.

The Center City closure will
affect 61 employees who collec-
tively make on average S28,000
a week, according to the notice.
Emplovees will be offered posi-
tions at other Giant locations in
Philadelphia. and those who do not
accept them will be paid through
Jan. 4, after which time their ben-
efits will also expire. As of Octo-
ber. the company had more than
35,000 employees, with over 1000
in Philadelphia

aperezcastells{@inguirer.com
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Giant Heirloom Market is shown at 801 Market St. “Unfortunately,
this store has not performed to our expectations,” said the company's
president in a statement. Jose F. Moreno, Staff Photographer
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Trader Joe's is coming to Berwyn

By Ariana Perez-Castells
Stall Writer

Another Trader loe’s is coming to
the Philly suburbs.

The grocery store chain
announced Tuesday that a store
will open in Chester County at 350
Lancaster Ave. in Berwyn

“Our crew is working hard so we
can open our doors in 20235 reads
a note on the company’s website
about the store. The new supermar-
ket will join the Berwyn Shopping
Center, but details on the expected
opening date were not available,

The Berwyn store is the latest
Trader Joe's planned for the area.
In June, the company announced
a store in King of Prussia. and
there are already several other
stores in and around Philadelphia.
Those include two in Center City
as well as others in Media, Ard-
more, Jenkintown, and Cherry Hill.
The Wayne Trader Joe's is roughly
three miles away from the planned
Berwyn store.

California-based Trader Joe's
got its start in 1967 and is known
forits popular store-branded foods
such as Korean kimbap which
went viral on TikTok last year and

A new Trader Joe's is set to open in Chester County roughly three miles

from another location. Pictured here is one of the two Center City

loestions. Rachel Malenda / Staff

sold out nationwide. The grocery
store chain doesn't have sales or
coupons, and touts that it is com-
mitted to offering the best prices
to all customers, according to its
website.

Other supermarket chains have
also announced plans to open
more stores in the Philadelphia
region recently. Giant is bringing

new stores to the area, including
a South Philly location expected
to open by the end of the vear. In
2023, Sprouts announced plans to
open at least six new stores in the
Philadelphia region in the coming
WO Vears,

aperezcasiells{@inguirer.com
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Jefterson Health postpones raises
for Philadelphia-area employees

By Harold Brubaker
Staff Writer

Jefferson Health is postponing
annual pay raises for more than
42,000 employees in the Philadel-
phia region from January to July,
the Center City-based nonprofit
said Friday.

The delay is designed to align
“salary increases with our fiscal
yvear to help us synchronize our
financial planning, budgeting, and
benefits processes,” Jefferson said
in an emailed statement

Jefferson has 32 hospitals and
%14 billion in annual revenue,
making it the biggest nonprofit
health system based in the Phila-
delphia region.

More than 23.000 employ-
ees at Lehigh Valley Health Net-
work, which Jefferson acquired
in August. are not affected by the

change.

A 3% pay increase scheduled
for July 1 will not be retroac-
tive to the beginning of the year,
according 1o guidance provided
to managers. They were told of
the change before a message from
Lisa Satterson, Jeflerson’s head of
human resources. went out to all
employees.

“We understand that this news
may come as a surprise and want
to acknowledge that the decision
was not made lightly,” Satterson’s
email said. “Our goal is to ensure
the long-term stability and health
of the organization while con-
tinuing to support our Jefferson
colleagues”

It’s not clear how much money
the delay will save Jefferson, which
effectively broke even in the fiscal
year ended June 30. It will boost
financial results for the current
fiscal vear, which ends June 30.

The announcement of timing
shift for annual raises came as
Jefferson completed a 51 billion
bond refinancing this month. A
big chunk of those proceeds was
used to refinance Lehigh Valley
debt.

Jefterson's bond offering state-
ment also said it is planning to
expand the emergency department
at its flagship Thomas Jefferson
University Hospital as part of $530
million in capital projects.

A Irequently-asked-questions
document provided to manag-
ers saild such capital projects
are paid for through “different
financial channels™ than salary
increases “"and are essential for
our growth, competitiveness, and
sustainability.”

hbrubaker{@inguirer.com
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Wall Street closes its
best weekinayear

By Sian Choe
Associated Press

NEWYORK — U.S. stocks cruised
to more records as they closed
their best week in a year on Friday.

The S&P 500 rose 0.4% to cap
its biggest weekly gain since
early November 2023 and briefly
erossed above the 6,000 level
for the first time. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average climbed 259
points, or 0.6%, while the Nasdaq
composite added 0.1%.

The relatively guiet trading fol-
lowed huge gains earlier in the
week after Donald Trump won
the presidential election and the
Federal Reserve cut interest rates
again 1o make things easier for the
eCconomy.

Axon Enterprise, which sells
Tasers and body cameras used
by police officers, helped lead the
market. It jumped 28.7% after deliv-
ering stronger profit for the latest
quarter than analysts expected. It
also raised its revenue forecast for
the full year to $2.07 billion, which
would mean 32% growth.

Expedia Group rose 3.8% after
likewise topping profit expecta-
tions. It said booked room nighis
rose 9% from a year earlier.

Helping to keep the market in
check was Airbnb, which sank 8.7%
after the online vacation rental plat-
form posted a mixed third-quarter
earnings report and issued fore-
casts for the fourth quarter that dis-
appointed investors.

Digital pinboard and shopping
site Pinterest slid 14% after the
company's revenue guidance came
in lower than investors expected,
even as it easily beat Wall Street’s
sales and profit targets.

All told, the S&P 300 rose 22.44
points to 5.995.54. The Dow gained
259.65 to 43,988.99, and the
Nasdagq composite edged up 17.32
to 19.286.78.

In the bond market, longer-term
Treasury yields eased.

A preliminary report in the morn-
Ing suggesied sentiment among
U.S. consumers rose for a fourth
straight month to its highest level
in six months. The survey from the
University of Michigan, which was
conducted before Tuesday's elec-
thon, also said expectations for infla-
tion in the coming year eased to the
lowest level since 2020.

The yield on the 10-year Treasury

slipped to 4.30% from 4.33% late
Thursday. But it’s still well above
where it was in mid-September,
when it was close to J.60%.

Treasury yields climbed in large
part because the US. economy has
remained much more resilient than
feared. The hope is that it can con-
tinue to stay solid as the Fed con-
tinues to cut interest rates in order
o keep the job market humming,
now that it's helped get inflation
nearly down to its 2% target.

Some of the rise in yields has
also been because of Trump. He
talks up tariffs and other policies
that economists say could drive
inflation and the US. government's
debt higher, along with the econo-
my's growth,

Traders have already begun
paring forecasts for how many cuts
to rates the Fed will deliver next
year because of that. While lower
rates can boost the economy, they
can also give inflation more fuel.

In stock markets abroad,
Trump's talk about tariffs has
raised worries about possible trade
tensions and disruptions to the
global economy.

European indexes mostly sank to
close out a losing week

Markets in Hong Kong and
Shanghai fell as investors awaited
much-anticipated steps by Bei-
jing to rev up the slowing Chinese
economy following a meeting of
the legislature’s Standing Commit-
tee, Officials announced a 6 trillion
vuan (3839 billion). three-year plan
to help local governmenis refmance
their trillions of debt that ballooned
during the pandemic and a collapse
of the property market.

Financial markets worldwide
have swung sharply as investors
lay bets on what ‘l"}ump's plans
for higher tariffs, lower 1ax rates,
and lighter regulation could mean
for the global economy. But many
professional investors have also
urged caution, saying snaps back
in prices could occur as it becomes
more clear what proposals will
become policy vs. just starting
points for negotiations.

“Our experience is that such
narrow reactions have not histori-
cally made for durable investment
opportunities, and we favor paus-
ing to look more closely at the likely
main policy initiatives,” according
to Paul Christopher, head of global
investment strategy at Wells Fargo
Investment Institute.
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Red flag

+ CONTINUED FROM AB
Forest Fire Service
crews built a fire line and
conducted backfiring.
which means they
strategically burning fuel
such as dead branches
and brush in the fire's
path o slow its advance.

® Thursday morning’s
blaze, which the fire
service has dubbed the
Bethany Run Wildfire.
ignited along 75 acres at
the border of Evesham
Township in Burlington
County and Voorhees
Township in Camden
County and had grown to
360 acres and was 90%
contained as of Friday
evening. The fire broke

out along a wooded

area of Kettle Run Road

in Evesham Township

near the popular

Black Run Preserve

and a residential

areq, threatening 104

buildings. A helicopter

capable of dropping

350 gallons of water was

deployed. Sycamore

Avenue was closed. as

was Kettle Run Road

irom Braddock Mill Hoad

1o Hopewell Road. Smoke

from the fire could be

seen from Philadeiphia
@& And a fire that broke

out Wednesday in

the Pinelands near

Colliers Mills Wildlife

Management area

dubbed the “Shotgun
Fire,” becouse it started
near a shooting range,
was initially 175 acres
that grew to 350 acres.
The hire raced along

the area of Stump
Tavern Road in Jackson
Township, and was 80r%
contained as of Friday
morning. Six buildings
had been threatened
and evacuated before
people were allowed
back in Wednesday night.
However. Stump Tavern
Hoad remained closed as
of Thursday night from
Route 571 to Route 528,

kummer@inguirer.com
W FrankKummer

New Jersey State Forest Service firefighters battle a blaze in Evesham Township on
Wednesday night. New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Meetup

+ CONTINUED FROM AB

of City Hall, responding
officers were outnumbered
by the crowds. Videos
on social media in one
instance showed dozens
of people surrounding an
officer’s car and jumping
onto the hood while filming
themselves

From street level, Wil-
liams, using gogeles o see
through the lens of a camera
mounted on a drone, piloted
the device over many of the
meetups. filming footage he
would later post on social
media, said Evers.

In video footage on social
media, some people can be
seen throwing traffic cones
at the patrol car's wind-
shield and even opening its
rear door. One video shows a
group of officers with batons
running through smoke-
filled streets as people scat-
tered in different directions

Five police cars were

damaged through the night,
police said, and one 39th
District officer suffered
minor injuries after his vehi
cle was struck by another
car, which then {led the
SCEME.

Police said 15 specta-
tors were cited and nine
were fined under the city’s
nuisance car ordinance

which carries a $2,500
penalty — in Southwesi
Philadelphia

The meetups, also known
as “slide shows™ or "take-
aovers,” come together
quickly through social
media and involve waves
of cars and large crowds
of spectators moving from
location to location on short
notice. They are not new Lo
Philadelphia or other parts
of the country, but the Sep-
tember series of events was
on a larger scale than what
police normally have to deal
with, authorities said.

Impounded .:.nr: police l'..-u.jrw-;'l :i-i;un during

a series of chaotic car meetups in September.

Staff

Rodrigo Torrejon

In June 2023, one series
of meetups ended in the
fatal shooting of 18-year-
old Anthony Allegrini by a
Pennsylvania state trooper
Authorities said Allegrini
struck two troopers with his
Audi 54 and one of the troop-
ers fired a shot through the

windshield, striking Allegrini.

Authorities have not
named the trooper who
killed Allegrini and no
charges have been filed as
the investigation contin-
ues. Allegrini‘s family has
sued the Pennsylvania State
Police, Philadelphia police

Confiscated drone equipment police say a Maryland man
llegally flew over the series of car meetups in Philadelphia

in late September. Rodrigo Torrejon

officers who responded to

the scene, and the rooper

whio killed Allegrini, alleging
he used excessive foree and
did not render potentially
lifesaving aid.

The continuing arrests
in the September meéetups,
Bethel said. are part of a

Staff

concentrated police effort
to erack down on the illegal
and often dangerous events
and combating quality of life
crimes in the city such as
illegal ATVs and dirt bikes.

riorrejoni{@ ingquirer.com
¥ rodrigotorrejon

AP

Matt Slocum

Upper Darby students were among those reportedly targeted with racist text messages.

L]

Racist texts sent to
students investigated

Officials say Lower
Merion and Upper
Darby students
received messages
similar to others sent
nationwide.

By Maddie Hanna
Stadl Wrrites

The Lower Merion and
Upper Darby school districts
snid some of their students
received racist text mes-
sages Thursday — mirroring
reports of messages sent to
people In other stares.

In Lower Merion, Acting
Superintendent Megan
shaler said in 4 Message 1o
families Thursday that the
district was aware of about
six middle school students
who reported receiving
racist text messages. The
texts were “almost identical”
to those reported in other
siates, shater said

Shafer’s message linked
to news reporis about
women in the Detroit area
who received texts on

Wednesday sayving they had
been “selected 1o pick cotton
at the nearest plantation.”
and that a van or bus would
be arriving to pick up them
and their belongings.

The same MEsSsSaZes Were
reportedly received by
people in Georgia and Vir
ginia, as well as Black smu-
dents on college campuses,
including at the University
of Alabama

“The racist nature of these
text messages is extremely
disturbing, made even more
50 by the fact that children
have been targeted.” Shafer
said. "While the source of
these messages has not
been determined, we want
to unequivocally state that
racist language is unaccept-
able in our schools and will
not be tolerated.”

She said the district had
reporied the messages (o
Lower Merion Township
police for investgation, and
told families that if their stu-
dent had received one of the
messages, they should reach
out to their principal or
guidance counselor “so that
W can provide whatever
is needed to help them feel

safe in ourschools.”

The principal of Upper
Darby High School. Craig
Parkinson, said in a mes
sage to families Thurs-
day that the district had
"hecome aware of a racist
and derogatory text mes-
sage that has been sent to
some of our high school
students.”

Parkinson said the dis
trict, which also reported
the messages to police,
“does not tolerate hateful
and racist behavior™ and
would discipline any stu-
dents involved.

“Al this time, however.
we believe the text message
stmdents are receiving is
from a source outside of our
school distriet and other
states are reporting that
their students have also
received this text message,”
Parkinson said. A distriet
spokesperson did not say
whether the messages were
the same as the texis refer
ring to plantations being
reported nationally.
mhanna(@inguirer.com
25-854-4252

W maddichanna
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New Prize:
New Jersey!

Enter for a chance towin
The Inquirer x Eagles
Autographed Jersey Sweepstakes

You could win one of six Eagles jerseys

signed by a Birds player!
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Dallas kicker Brandon Aubrey was released by the Union in the 2018. He became Cowboys’ kicker last season and hasn't looked back. AP

EAGLES AT COWBOYS: SUNDAY, 4:25 P.M. (CBS3)

By Matt Breen

Soall Wiriter

Brendan Burke returned home on
a sunday last fall from coaching
soccer, put an NFL game on his TV,
and could not believe what he saw.

“1 was like "That can't be the
same guy.” Burke said. **Oh my
God. That's the same guy.™

T'he guy was Brandon Aubrey.
whom Burke coached vears earlier
with the Union's second-division
soccer team that played home
games in front of a few hundred
people and sometimes rode buses

12 hours (o away games

Aubrey, once an MLS first-round
pick, was vying for a spot on the
Union in 2018 but decided to retire
after the team released him. And
now he was kicking field goals on
Burke’s TV for the Dallas Cowboys.

Aubrey. a Pro Bowler last season

as a 28-vear-old rookie, is one of

the NFL's best kickers. He has
made nine of his 10 kicks this
season from 50 yards or longer this
l-,u:.laun and his 65-yarder in Week
3 is ayard shy of the NFL record.
Aubrey has converted 93.3% of his
field goals in the last two seasons,
fourth-best among all kickers

Dallas kicker’s soccer
dream ended with Union

Not bad for a guy who learned
how to kick foothalls only after the
Union turned him away.

“Don’t be afraid to take chances
on yourself,” said Aubrey, who will
kick sunday against the Eagles
“It was pretuy apparent to me that
I had the raw talent. I just had to
hone it in and rehne it | knew even-
tually that it would take as long as 1
got the opportunity.”

Aubrey could have kept his
soccer dream churning after the
Union released him, but it no
longer made linancial sense. He
made $35.000 in 2018 to play for
Bethlehem Steel, then the Union's

affiliate in the United Soccer
League. He shared an apartment
with teammartes in King of Prus-
sia, rode shuttles to practice and
games, and no longer felt like the
guy who left Notre Dame as a top
prospect when Toronto drafted him

21st overall in 2017
*1 had already embarrassed
mysell in the MLS.” said Aubrey,
who was released by Toronto with
out plaving in a game. “The way
that flamed out pretty quickly was
a shot to the pride. The whaole time
| was in Bethlehem, | thought "Why
am I not in the MLS? I thought
-+ SEE KICKER ON B4

Jalen Hurts and the Eagles
have a quick turnaround to play
the Commanders on Thursday.

Monica Herndon / Staff
Photographer

Does Hurts
have an

ankle
issue?

The quarterback was
listed as out Wednesday
to ‘rest, but that'’s not
what Sirianni said Friday.

By Jefl Neiburg
Stafl Writer

Nick Sirinnni on Friday indicated
that Jalen Huris is dealing with
an ankle issue, despite the quar-
terback being listed on the injury
report with a "rest” designation.

The Eagles coach may have
slipped up when asked Friday
about what went into his quarter-
back’s load-management day two
days prior.

Here's the
that followed:

Sirianni: “He was dealing with
— it was on the injury report —
dealing with the ankle. Just making
sure we're precautious with
everything”

Eagles PR: “It was a rest.”

Sirtanni: “That was a rest, yeah
Sorry. [ thought you were talking
about something else”

Reporter: “1s Jalen dealing with
an ankle problem?”

Sirianni: “No. Rest”

It is rare for Hurts to take a
load-management day. In faet, it
has never happened. But the Eagles
on Wednesday listed their quarner-
back as a limited participant due to

-+ SEE HURTS ON B4

awkward exchange

Jameer Nelson charting front-office

goals wit

By Gina Mizell
Siall Writer

As the Delaware Blue Coats began
shooting drills following a prac-
tice last January, Jumeer Nelson
hopped in line.

That may be an unsurprising
move for the Chester native and
former 5t Joseph’s All-American,
whose 14-vear NBA carcer included
an All-Star and Finals appearance
with the Orlando Magic in 2008
But it is atypical for the general
manager of a G Leaguoe team. That
is Nelson's role today, entering his
second season leading the front
office of the 76ers’ affiliate whose
opener is Saturday against Raptors
Hia.

Since 2020, Nelson has been
working his way up to guide one
of the G League's more suceessful
franchises, which won the 2023
championship and boasts recent
success stories such as Sixers wing
Ricky Council IV.

Nelson was not shy about shar-
ing with The Inguirer that his goal
ig 1o become a lead tront-office
executive for an NBA team. delib-
erately shifting “trying 1o be” to
*1 know, at some point, I'm going
to be”™ during a conversation last
month. He vows to be continued
prool that former players can

Jameer Nlllﬂl.'l. (right), sharing a laugh with Temple great Lynn Greer
last season at Hagan Arena, was promoted to Delaware Blue Coats
general manager last year. Charles Fox / Stalf Photegrapher

successiully rransition 1o such jobs
but did not want to skip steps. hold-
ing scouting and assistant general
manager positions within the orga-
nization before being promoted to
his current post.

Those around Nelson praise his
relatability to players, and his col-
laborative “don’t call me *Boss™
approach. Nelson describes it “as
humbly as possible, I'm myself”™

*1 always had to walk into the
door, observe, and hind out where |

can lead and help,” he said, “1'm not
a guy that’s going to come in and
pound my chest. I'm not the loud
speaker. But if there's something |

need to say. I'll say it i[']l el it off

my chest in the right way"

‘Nelson did not uu.-.--*-ﬂulx have
these aspirations as his play-
ing career wound down with the
2017-18 season. He credits Sixers
general manager Elton Brand
another player-turnad-execurive —
with bringing Nelson into the front

h the Delaware Blue Coats

office and sayving. "“We'll figure it
UL,

Though joining that side of the
organization came with a learn-
ing curve, it also sparked intrigue.
Nelson thought back 1o moves by
teams he was on that may have
occurred because of the salary
cap, or all the what-ifs that never
crossed the finish line. He enjoyed
the problem-solving aspect ol
building a roster.

The toughest adjustment, he
sald, was managing a larger group
of people once he was elevated to
general manager after Prosper
Karangwa was promotéd to the
Sixers’ vice president of player
personnel. As a point guard,
Nelson was used 1o directing his
teammates on the court. Now, he
feels accountable to the full roster
and staff and welcomes feedback
through what he calls “bottom-up
leadership.

“You're worrying about not just
the basketball part of it.” Nelson
said. = You're responsible for other
people’s livelihood.”

Blue Coats coach Mike Longab
ardi pointed 1o Nelson's "instant
credibility™ as a former player.
which his demeanor has enhanced
The coach recently recalled a game
in Toronto last season, when the
Blue Coars were down [0 seven

- SEE NELSON ON B6

PHILLIES

Mattingly.
Fuld get
promoted

By Lochlahn March
Sindl Writer

The Phillies announced some
major changes in their front office
on Friday.

Sam Fuld, who serves as vice
president and general manager,
i5 set o transition to the Phillies
president of business operations
following his graduation from
Wharton's MBA program in May
2026. Until then, Fuld's duties will
be divided with Preston Mattingly,
who was promoted to vice presi-
dent and GM.

tuld said he has always had an
interest in the business side of
baseball, despite not having any
formal business experience. After
discussions this spring with pres-
ident of baseball operations Dave
Dombrowski and managing part-
ner John Middleton about a new
opporiunity in that realm, Fuld
enrlled at Wharton to further his
education.

“It’s been a bit of a whirlwind
since, and I've got lots to learn,”
Fuld said. “The educational com
ponent of this is really valuable, but

-+ SEE PHILLIES ON 812
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TV/RADIO
SATURDAY

AUTO RACING

NASCAR Xhnity Senes: (Qualifyng, Phoenix
Raceway, Avondale, Ariz., 4 p.m, (USA)
NASCAR Cup Series: Qualifying, Phoenix
Raceveay, Avondale, Ariz., 5 p.m. (USA)
NASCAR Xainity Senies: The NASCAR Xhnity
Series Championship, Playoffs — Champsonship
4, Phoenix Rzceway, Avondale, Ariz, T:30 p.m.
(CW)

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN'S)
Tennessee af Louisalle, noon (ACCH)
Fordham at Seton Hall, noon (FEZ)
Quinniptac at St John's, 2 pm. (F52)

Omaha st Minnesota, 3:30 pm. (Peacock)
Fairfield at Georgetown, 4 p.m. (F52)
Stonehill at Providence, & pom. (F52)

Baylor vs. Arkansas, Dallas, 7:30 pn. (ESPNU)
New Hampshire 3t UConn. B pum. (F52)
Baibum vs. Houston, Houston, 3:30 pm
{ESPNL)

COLLECGE FOOTBALL

Florida at Texas, noon (Gabc)

Syracuse 3t Boston College, noon {CW)
Miarmi at Georgia Tech, noon (ESPN)

Navy at South Florida, noon (ESPNE)

Texas 5t. at Loisiana-Monroe, noon (ESPHU)
Purdue at Chio 52, noon (Fox3)

West Virginia at Cincinnati, noon (F51)
Minnesota af Rutgers, noon (NBC])

Florida at Texas {Command Center), noon
(SECN)

Liberty at MTSL, 1 pum. (CBSSN)

Georgia at Mississippl, 3:30 pm. (Babec)
Dudee gt NC State, 3230 p.m. (ACCN)
Michigan at Indiana, 3:30 p.m. (CBS3)

San Jose 5t. at Oregon St., 3:30 p.m. (CW)
Clemson at Virginia Tech, 330 pm. (ESPN)
Aerny at North Texas, 3:30 pon (E5PND)

bowa 5. af Kansas, 3:30 pm. (F31)

Temple at Tutane, 4 p.m. (ESPNL)

Colorado at Texas Tech, 4 p.m. (Fox29)

South Carolina at Vanderbalt, 415 pom. (SECN)
Jacksonalle 5L af Lowsiana Tech, 4:30 pom.
(CBSEN)

Maryland at Cregon, 7pm. (BTN)
Mississippi 51 at Tennessee, 7 pum. (ESPN)
LICF at Arizona SE, T pum. (ESPHT)

(&lshoma St 2t TCU, 7 pum, (F51)

Scan the QR code to access all of your favorite Philadelphia teams’
?  stats, schedules, and stan

latest box scores, play-by-plays of each game, and more.
Questions? Contact customerservica@inguirer.com.

dings in r'EaJtrmE Dive deeper for the

Alabama at LSU, 7:30 pm. (Gabc)

Florida St at Notre Dame, 7:30 p.m. (NBC10)
Dklahormn at Messour, T:45 pun (SECH)
Virginia at Pittsburgh, B pm. (ACCN)

Meswala at Baise 51 B pum. (Fox20)
Washington at Penn St. 7 pm. (Peacock)
LINLY at Hawead, 9 pm. (CBSSN)

Fresno St at Aar Force, B45 pom (FST)

BYL at Uitsh, 1015 p.m. (ESPN)

UG Dawis 3t Montana, 10:%5 p.m. (ESPNZ)
Utah 5t. at Washington St. 10:30 pum. (CW)
COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL (WOMEN'S)
Penn 5L at Wisconsin, 3:30 p.m. (NBCI0)
Oregon st Minnesota, 4 p.m. (BTN)
Nebraska at Washington, 10:30 p.m. (BTN)
COLLEGE WRESTLING

Stanford at lowa, 2 pom. (HTN)

GOLF

PGA Towr: The Worid Wide Technosagy
Championship, Third Round, £l Cardoral Golf
Course, Cabo San Lucas, Mexeo, 2 pum. (GOLF)
PGA Tours Champicine: The Charles Schwab Cap
Championship, Third Round, Phoenix Country
Club, Phoenix, 5 p.m. (GOLF)

LPGA Tour: The Lotte Championship, Final
Rownd, Hoalakei Country Club, Ewa Beach,
Hawiaii, T pum. (GOLF)

NBA

Litah at San Antonio, 5 p.m. (NBATY)
Brooklyn at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m. (NBATV)
Toronto at LA Chppers, 1030 p.m. (NBATV)

WHL

Flyers at Florida, 6 p.m. (NBCSP, Fanatic
975FM)

(ttava at Boston, T pum (NHLN)

SOCCER (MEN'S)

English League One: Mansheld Town at
Wresxham AFC, 730 am (CBSEN)

Bundesliga: Bayern Munich at FC.St. Pau, 295
am. (ESPND)

Premier League: Fulham at Crystal Palace, 10
am. (LISA)

Premier League: Manchester City at Brighton &
Howe Albson, 1230 p.m. (LIGA)

SOCCER (WOMEN'S)

NWSL Playoifs: North Carolina at Kansas City,
Quarterfinal, noon (CBE3)

TENNIS

WTA Firals Singles and Doubles Finals; Belgrade-
ATP Final, B a.m. (TENNIS)

Gauff upsets Sabalenka,
will face Zheng in finals

Aszociated Press

Coco GaufT defeated rop-ranked
Aryna Sabalenka, 7-6 (4), 6-3, and
serup a showdown with Olympic
champion Zheng Qinwen in the
final of the WTA Finals in Rivadh,
Saudia Arabia, on Friday.

Gauff generated six break points
to Sabalenka's four and built on
early momentum in the opening
set’s tiebreak that she carried
through to the second set.

She's the youngest player at 20
to make the final at the WTA Finals
since Caroline Wozniacki in 2010,

Zheng earlier defeated Wim-
bledon ch ampion Barbora
Krejecikova, 6-3, 7-3, 1o book her
place in Saturday’s final.

Zheng continued her remark-
able season by reaching the
decider in her first appearance.
The Chinese player has won 31 of
her 36 matches since Wimbledon,
more than anyone else on the tour.

Zheng struck nine aces as she
defeared a dred-looking Krejeikova
in 1 hour, 40 minutes.

MNFL

Washington Commanders running
back Brian Robinson Jr. will not
play Sunday against the Pittsburgh
Steelers because of a hamstring
injury.

This is the second consecutive
game the team's leading rusherwill
miss after he was a late scratch last
week at the New York Giants.

« Will Levis will start for the
Tennessee Titans on Sunday when
they visit the Los Angeles Chargers
after the second-year guarterback
missed the last three games with
an injured shoulder, coach Brian
Callahan said.

- Jacksonville Jaguars quarter-
back Trevor Lawrence is “trend-

ing toward not playing™ because of

an injury to his nonthrowing shoul-
der, coach Doug Pederson said.
« New York Jets interim coach

Jefl Ulbrich said Spencer
Shrader likely will the team’s
kKicker Sunday at Arizona after
another shakeup at the position.
Riley Patterson, who made all
three of his extra point attempis
last week against Houston, was
released after just one game flling
in for the injured Greg Luerlein.

- Bills coach Sean McDermott
said rookie receiver Keon Cole-
man could miss multiple weeks
with a wrist injury, ruling out the
player for Buftalo's game at the
Indianapolis Colts on Sunday.

College Basketball

Florida basketball coach Tedd
Golden is facing allegations
of sexuanl harassment, sexual
exploitation, stalking, and cyber-
ntulkim.: multiple women — includ-
ing students — over the past 12
months, according to a report
published in the school's student
newspaper.

The newspaper based its report
ona copy of a Sept. 27 Title IX com-
plaint against Golden it said it had
obtained. The Associated Press
contacted the university to request
a copy of the complaint.

Under federal law. the school
cannot comment on or éven con-
firm any Title IX inguiries, com-
plaints, or investigations. It was not
immediately known if Golden has
legal representation, and he did
not return a text message seeking
coOmment.

Baseball

Aaron Boone will return for an
eighth season os New York Yankees
manager after the team exercised
his 2025 option.

Boone has led the Yankees to a
603-429 record, three American
League East titles, and one pen-
nant, New York reached the World
Series this year for the first time
since 2009 and lost to the Los
Angeles Dodgers in five games.

SIXERS AT LAKERS: COVERAGE AT INQUIRER.COM

Maxey planning ‘to fight
through' injury, rough start

By Keith Pompey
Siafl Writer

LOS ANGELES — Tyrese Maxey
sat inside the gym at the John
Wooden Center on UCLA's
cAmpUs, Wearing a compression
sleeve on his right hamstring,

The 76ers All-Star point guard
felt a little better Friday morning,
wo days after injuring thar ham-
string against the Los Angeles
Clippers.

“It's a lirtde frustrating,” he said
of being unable to play. "But at the
end of the day. it's life. You got to
keep continuing on. That's how it
goes, kind of continuing to fight
through it. I mean we had 1o fight
through the Joel [Embiid] stuff
and the [Paul George] stuff. And
this is something 1 have o keep
going through.

“It will make us better in the
long mn.”

Maxey will be reevaluated in
one week. The expectation is that
he could miss up 1o two weeks.

If =0, he could miss six or seven
games, starting with Friday night’s
contest against the Los Angeles
Lakers at Crypto.com Arena.

Maxey doesn't know how his
injury happened.

“But I felt it early in the third
[quarter].” he said. “1 kept playing.
just trying to see il I could loosen
up. But I realized that it was still
tight, and [I] couldn’t really accel-
erate like I wanted to”

With that, the 24-year-old didn't
return to the game in the fourth
guarter.

Embiid will make his season
debut in Tuesday’s NBA Cup
matchup against the New York
Knicks at the Wells Fargo Center.
This comes alter serving a three-
game suspension for an alter-
cation with Inguirer columnist
Marcus Hayes. He missed the
entire preseason and first six
games of the regular season
because of load management of
his left knee injury.

The Sixers ook a 1-6 record
and a four-game losing streak into
Friday's contest. Even though he's
sidelined, Maxey thinks the Sixers
can buck their current trend.

*Taking it day by day, honestly,
one step at a time,” he said. *“We
got to get one. We have to get one
game, We can’t focus on geting
back to .500 or focus or getting
back to a certain level or a stan-
dard or anything like that. You got
to focus on getting one game at a
ume,

“Once you get one game at a
time, build cur habits back. And
then you can start going on a run.”

George up to challenge

For the immediate future. the
76ers are in a rough spot.
Friday's game against the Los

Siners guard Tyrese Maxey (right) was injured in the loss to the Clippers
onWednesday. Ryan Sun / AP

Angeles Lakers only would be Paul
George’s third game back from a
left knee bone bruise. Joel Embiid
is out while serving the second
game of a three-game suspension
for his altercation with Inquirer
columnist Marcus Hayes. And
Tyrese Maxey will be sidelined for
arcund two weeks with a sprained
right hamsiring.

This isn't the position George
envisioned he would be in when
he signed a four-year, $211.5 mil-
lion contract in July.

Back then, he spoke about
meshing with Embiid and taking
pressure off Maxey. Instead. the
34-year-old entered Friday pos-
sibly having to carry the load for
three of the next four games.

Embiid also will miss Sunday’s
game against the Charlotte Hor-
nets at the Wells Fargo Center as
part of the suspension. The 2023
NBA MVP will make his season
debut at home in Tuesday's
NBA Cup game against the New
York Knicks. However, Embiid is
expecied to miss Wednesday's
home matchup against the Cleve-
land Cavaliers since he stated he
won't play on back-to-back nights.

If that’s the case, the Sixers will
unveil some version of PG and the
Miracles against the Lakers, Hor-
nets, and Cavs.

And that’s a lot of responsibility
for someone still trying to mesh
with teammates and get back into
playing shape.

“Yeah. | mean, I'm still orying ro
gel my body back,” said George,
who averaged 16.5 points, six
rebounds, three assists, two steals
and five turnovers in his first two
games back. “Just rhythm. [ think
my execution is just ofl, and my
rhythm, my timing with ballhan-
dling is just off, and just trying 1o
get a feel for that. These are really,
like, my first real, real, real-live sit-
uations playing these games.”

George did show improved
shooting from his first game to his
second.

He shot 4-for-14 — including
making just 1 of 7 three-pointers
— on Monday against the Phoe-
nix Suns. He then shot 7-for-9
while making 2 of 3 three-point-
ers against the Clippers on

Wednesday. But he still was
sloppy with the ball, with six turn-
overs against the Suns and four
aganinst LA

“So they re throwing a lot of
stuff at me that I'm not quite
ready for at this moment because
I'm still trying 1o get back healthy
and lungs together and cardio
together,” George said. “I'll be
better. I'll put the work in, but it
is a rough patch, I would say for
myself, and :ht:n I got to be better
for these guys.”

The Sixers publicly discussed
the benefits of having a veteran
team to lean on when dealing
with this rough stretch. They also
stress that they have to communi-
cate better, be more focused, and
give effort to cut down on oppo-
Nents scoring nns.

“We got to go play.” coach Nick
Nurse said. “That was about our
third game [Wednesday against
the Clippers], third almost car-
bon-copy game where we are not
playing great. but we are playing
well It's G4-62 with [5 minutes, 57
seconds) to go in the third gquar-
ter. or something like that. I'm
not exact on that, but it's another
HEII'EII:'H-I'I.L'I‘E we have either a lapse
in transition and they goonan 8-0
run or c-.nmerhmqrhm all happens
in transition. And then we get a
little discouraged.

“We can't do that. We can't turn
the ball over..”

Nurse wants the Sixers to keep
fighting. He's imploring his play-
ers to improve their ball mowve-
ment and better take care of the
ball.

“Apain, there’s moments in time
where our halfecourt defense is
Very, very, very good,” he said. "Bt
we need to extend that. It's got to
be like this is. Play a little harder
to take up for some of these guys
being gone.

“Everybody’s got to chip in to
provide a little offense to make
up for some of these guys being
gone, And you got to keep hghting,
That's it”

kpompey(@inguirer.com
W PompeyOnSixers

Villanova freshman ruled ineligible
by the NCAA; school has appealed

By Jefl Neiburg
Smaflt Wnriter

Villanova freshman Matthew
Hodge has been ruled academi-
cally ineligible by the NCAA., and an
initial waiver to change his eligibil-
ity status has been denied, leaving
the school and Hodge with one last
resort: an appeal. and a fiinal deci-
sion is expected on Wednesday,
the school announced in a detailed
news release Friday afiernoon.

It the appeal is denied. Hodge
will be unable to play this season
and will take a required redshirt
year.

Hodge's eligibility status is in
guestion because the 6-foot-8
forward initially attended high
school in his native Belgium before
maoving to New Jersey in 2022 o
go to school and play at 5t. Rose in
Belmar, N.J.

The NCAA, according to Villa-
nova, “reviewed his transeripts
from both his time in Belgium and
the United States and ruled that
Hodge was deficient in meeting
its qualifier requirements. Under
NCAA rule, student athletes must
complete 10 core courses, seven of
which must be in English, math and
science, before the start of their
fourth year of high school. Hodge
spent four years in high school in
Belgium. taking English. French,
ethics and a general studies class

that encompassed subjects such
as math, science and social stud-
ies. St. Rose considered all of his
classes from Belgium and upon
review, deemed Hodge a high
school junior upon his arrival in

New Jersey”

The NCAA initially ruled Hodge
as a nongualifier, but Villanova
retained the services of an Indi-
anapolis-based law firm, Church
Church Hittle and Antrim, 1o file
a waiver. They resubmitted other
coursework for consideration. But
the NCAA ruled thar Hodge still fell
short of its 10-7 standard.

Villanova's appeal also argued
that:

& “Hodge's ability to pass
advanced math and science
courses in New Jersey
(including Algebra Il and
biology) that proved he had
received the educational
foundation necessary in
Belgium 1o be a successiul high
s¢hool student in the United
States.”

® "Hodge has no say in
determining his standing in
the U.S. high school system,
and that the New Jersey school
system deemed his ﬂElE‘lLI]‘H
coursework and gmdﬁ gmd
enough to make him a junior in
good standing”

® “COVID severely disrupted
Hodge's studies in Belgium, as
schools there shut down fora

long period of time and later

went to online courses.”

But those pleas did not result in
the NCAA changing course. The
appeal, and its decision Wednes-
day, are all that remains.

“We have been working with Vil-
lanova for a few months to answer
every question about my school in
Belgium three vears ago,” Hodge
said in a statement posted on social
media. “My grades improved at St.
Rose, I graduated on time and am
off to a good start in my classes at
Villanova. I'm genuinely frustrared
and the uncertainty weighs on me
when I'm not on the court. | respect
the NCAA process. [ just hope this
is resolved soon”™

Hodge is still allowed to practice
and travel with the team. now and if
the appeal ultimately is denied.

He was expected to be a contrib-
utor right away, a versatile piece
in a four-player recruiting class
that was ranked 24th nationally by
2475ports.

The Wildcats are 1-1 to start
the 2024-25 season after losing
Wednesday at home to Colum-
bia. Villanova's season continues
Friday night with a home game vs,
NJIT. The Wildcats then play at St.
Joseph's on Tuesday, and the deci-
sion on Hodge's future is expected
the following day.

jneiburgf@inguirer.com
W jeff neiburg
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Penn State still needs
to fix its wideout issue

By Avery Hill
Soadl Writer

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. —
Penn State’s receivers were
the most-questioned posi-
tion group going into the
season, after KeAndre Lam-
bert-Smith, the team’s only
wide receiver with more
than 300 yards in 2023,
transferred o Auburn.

While redshirt junior Har
rison Wallace has 24 catches
for 395 yards eight games in,
the receivers lack consistent
production. Redshirt junior
Liam Clifford (14 catches for
246 yards) and junior Omari
Evans (11 cawches, 236 yards)
started the year with 100-
yard games but have since
disappeared.

Add fifth-year player
Julian Fleming (11 catches,
152 yards). who has strug-
gled with dropped passes, to
the mix.

The group’s struggles
have limited the offense as
teams stack the box. A lot of
the offense’s big plays come
from oftfensive coordinator
Andy Kotelnicki's knack for
creativity and the break-
through season senior tight
end Tyler Warren is having.

As the sixth-ranked Nit-
tany Lions (7-1, 4-1 Big Ten)
prepare to host a talented
Washington team on Satur-
day (8 p.m., Peacock), they’ll
certainly look for their
receivers o step up.

Tough secondary

Coach James Franklin
said the receivers have
“improved” from last season,
bur it isn't enough.

“We have got to be able to
threaten people,” Franklin
said Monday. "We've got to
be able to make plays and
create separation and make
tough catches”

Washington's secondary
excels limiting just that.
The Huskies (5-4. 3-3) have
allowed 142 passing yards
per game, the second-lowest
average in the Big Ten, and
have eight interceptions.
Junior quarterback Drew

Penn State wideout Harrison Wallace 111 (B) leads a

struggling receiving corps with 395 yards in eight games
this season. Barry Reeger / AP

Allar called Washington's
secondary “one of the best.”
Linebacker Carson Bruener
leads the Huskies with three
interceprions. Even defen-
give lineman Jacob Bandes
has one.

“No martter il it's zone cov-
erage, man coverage, theyre
always around the ball irying
1o make plays on [it].” Allar
said Wednesday. *“We're
going to have to [mind] our
p's and g's this week when it
comes to the pass game.”

‘A confident group’

Away to eliminate Washing-
ton’s strength is by getting
sgparation

Evans is a deep threat.
50 he'd be the answer, while
the rest of the group will do
theirwork in traffic. Franklin
is hopeful that they'll get the
job done.

“We need them involved
and want them involved,”
Franklin said. “Hopefully
Saturday will be the week-
end. 1 was hoping this past
Saturday ... it would be one
of those games where they
all kind of came together”

Even with the group’s
strugeles, the team remains
confident. Warren believes
the key to unlocking the

receivers’ production might
he getting more plavs.

“They're a confident
group, Warren said. “There's
been multiple guys who
have gone over 100 yards in
games. They ve shown what
they can do.”

The group showed flashes,
albeit against weaker com-
petition. The receivers still
have done their job in other
WAYS.

Fleming stands out as
the unit’s best blocker, and
his experience and acumen
have allowed Kotelnicki to
scheme other players open.

Blocking may be key if the
Huskies shut things down in
the air. Allar said there aren't
many teams with receiv-
ers blocking as well as the
Lions' are. Still, he aims
do his part o prove that the
receivers will come down
with the ball when it matters
on Saturday.

“0Our receivers get a lot of

harsh criticism about their
performance, but [ don't find
it necessary,” Allar said. “T'll
defend them to the day | die.
I love being around those
guys. They're really fun to be
around, and they don't get
enough credit for how many
plays they make on a weekly
basis.”

Quakers want to keep
rolling against Cornell

By Conor Smith
Staff Wiriter

Alter a statement victory
with its backup guarter-
back, Penn is headed back
on the road to face Cornell
on Saturday (1 p.m., ESPN+).

Penn (3-4, 1-3 Ivy) Is
coming off its highest scor-
ing output of the season,
a 38-28 win over Brown.
Junior guarterback Liam
O'Brien made his first
career start, as senior Aidan
Sayin was out with an elbow
injury. O'Brien finished
with 247 passing yvards, two
passing touchdowns, and
one rushing touchdown.
With Sayin’s availability
still in question for this Sat-
urday, O'Brien’s name may
be called again.

*[0’Brien] knows the
playbook; he knows every-
thing like the back of his
hand,” junior wide receiver
Jared Richardson said.
“Normally, you see a drop-
off in the starting quarter-
back 1o the backup. There's
no drop-off at all [with
O’Brien starting].”

Title aspirations for Cor-
nell (3-4. 2-2) are still alive
with two conference losses.
However. it likely needs
to go undefeated in its
remaining three games for
a chance at the Ivy League
championship game.
The Big Red are trailing
Dartmouth, Harvard, and
Columbia, which all have
one conlerence loss. Last
week. Cornell took care of
business against Princeton
and won, 49-35.

Here's what to watch
for ahead of Penn's trip to
[thaca, N.Y.

Richardson and
Owens show

Last week, Penn's receiv-
ing vards leader had his
best showing of the season.
Richardson caught seven
balls for 113 yvards and a
touchdown. This was a
welcome sign for Penn's
offense as he had struggled
following an impressive
s1art o the season.

In his first two outings,
Richardson averaged 97
receiving yards per game.
In the ensuing four games.
though. he averaged 37
vards.

“It was kind of a little
frustrating, but you got to
keep vour head down,” Rich-
ardson said. “1 just kept my
head down. | kept pushing
through it because [ know
in a big game, this team is
going to need me. I'm just
going to have to make a
play. My name’s going to get
called. Last week, my name
was called. and I delivered”

Junior wideout Bisi
Owens also had his best sta-
tistical game last week, with
siX receptions for 89 yards.

The G-foor-4 Owens and
the 6-foot-2 Richardson
give their quarterback, no
matter the starter, a large
target in the red zone. Cor-
nell ranks last in the Ivy
League in red zone defense,
and opponents score within
the 20-yard line 90.3% of
the time.

“We have two receiv-
ers who both have almost
40-inch verticals and ball
skills, so it's pretty hard
o cover them when you
throw it up.” Sayin told The
Inquirer earlier this season.

130th rendition of
the rivalry

Saturday marks the 130th
game between Penn and
Cornell. The Quakers are
77-47-0 against the Big
Red. Since 1995, the two
schools have played for the
Trusiees Cup — Penn has
won the cup 20 times to
Cornell's eight.

The Quakers beat Cor-
nell, 23-8, at home o win
the trophy last year. Nota-
bly. Penn running back
Malachi Hosley broke pro-
gram records for longest
offensive plav on a 96-vard
rush and most rushing
yards by a freshman in a
single game with 261 vards.

Cornell has matched its
win total from last season
already under head coach
Dan Swanstrom. Before
moving to Ithaca, Swans-
trom served as Penn's
offensive coordinator for
WO SEas0ns,

“There’s going to be a
lot of emotion,” said Rich-
ardson, who was recruited
by Swanstrom. “He's the
reason why I got here. But
al the end of the day. he's
on the other side. We're
going up against him. He's
on an opposing team. So
during the game. I mean,
we're not going to be
buddy-buddy.”

Swanstrom has gotten
the most out of his senior
guarterback Jameson
Wang. This season, Wang
has thrown for 1,776 yards,
17 touchdowns and only
three interceptions. A rush-
ing threar as well. Wang has
run for 314 yards and five
touchdowns.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Temple visits Tulane, hoping
to recharge bowl dreams

By Declan Landis
Siall Writer

It's been a tough season
for Temple football, and
this Saturday might be the
team’s toughest challenge
of the season.

And it has nothing to do
with their opponent.

The Owls (2-6, 0-3 Amer-
ican Athletic Conference)
emerge from their second
bye week of the vear after
a 56-34 loss o East Caro-
lina on Oct. 26. Right now,
if there is a goal to qualify
for its first bowl game since
2019, Temple will need 1o
come out as a reenergized
team against Tulane (4 p.m.,
ESPNU)on Saturday.

Temple quarterback Evan
Simon believes his team
is capable of extending its
SEAS0IL

“Our record doesn't justify
how we've played,” Simon
said. “We've played some
really good teams, and we've
played very well against
them. It's tough knowing it's
2-6. Obviously, you want it to
be better, but you just have
to keep pushing forward”

Here are three keys to
watch against Tulane (7-2.,
5-0).

Strong defensive line
play

One of Temple's most con-
sistent units this season
has been its defensive line.
The Owls had more than
four tackles for loss and
two sacks in both of their
wins against Utah State and
Tulsa, and the delensive
line held strong in close
losses 1o UConn and Coastal
Carolina.

Tulsa enters as the eighth-
best scoring offense in the
country and a top-five wotal
offense in the AAC. Running
back Makhi Hughes aver-
ages 142.8 vards per game
and leads the Green Wave
with 13 touchdowns.

The Owls will need big
performances from their
defensive line in both the
run game and affecting
guarterback Darian Men-
sah’s ability to get the ball to
plavmakers.

Temple coach Stan Drayton is pushing for a turnaround
that would secure the Owls’ first bowl appearance since
2018, Heather Khalifa / Staff Photographer

Clean up secondary
mistakes

Temple's defense allowed
a season-high five passing
touchdowns against East
Carolina. The Owls’ previous
season-high came against
then-No. 15 Oklahoma,
which scored tour times
through the air.

“I felt like that was one of
the first times our defense
didn't execute at a high
level,” said linebacker D.J.
Woodbury. *"We got out of
sorts a little bit. There was
a little confusion, but we got
hack to the drawing board
and fixed the problems.”

Mensah averages fewer
than 200 vards in the air. but
the Owls likely will be com-
mitted to stopping the run
on Saturday.

The Owls’ secondary will
need o foree mistakes o
remain in the game. More
importantly, each element
of the unit will need to
stay on task, which did not
happen against the Pirates,
Temple head coach Stan
Drayton said.

“Our defense — our entire
defense — has to have a
really good sense of what
they're doing on offense.”
Dravton said. *We have to
stop the run to the best of
our ability. That's exactly
what Tulane is going to do;
they're going to lean on the
run.’

Score every drive

Ultimately, Temple's

defense has a tough
matchup this weekend.
The Owls have not fared
well against more balanced
attacks like Oklahoma,
Army, and East Carolina,
and Hughes poses a big
threat to the Cherry and
White defense.

Temple's offense has
started to click in recent
games, and the unit will
need 1o step up against
Tulane to give its defense
a shot against the Green
Wave.,

Tulane's defense has
held opponenits to about
325 vards and 20 points
per game this year, which
are near the top of the AAC.
The Green Wave also have 11
mterceptions, 22 sacks, and
seven fumble recoveries
this vear.

Wide receiver Dante
Wright is questionable with
a knee injury, so the Owls
will need their rushing
attack to take a step up and
find playmakers to poten-
tially fill Wright's place.
However, any slowing down
against the Green Wave
could mean disaster in New
Orleans.

A potent offense staris
with Simon and radiates the
rest of the unit. Fortunately
for Temple, he believes this
team can keep it a tight
game against Tulane.

I think we're starting
to click on all evlinders.”
Simon said. *In some of
these games, we've hurt
ourselves, and we just have
to eliminate that™

' MARKETPLACE

thousands of iiems here and onling 3 INGLUIRER.COM
T0 PLACE AN AD, CALL 1.800.341.3473 OR GO OMLINE AT INGUIRER.COM/PLACEANAD

- NJAR Circle of Excelience PLATINUM Awsand 2020, 2018, 2017-15, N2
Tha 81 Agent of the Cherry Hill Homa Marketing Center 2018,

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

| ks o b

o K Hosch, REALTUES

ANNE E. KOONS

2017, 2018, 2014, 2013, 2012

HJAR Circle of Excellence Gold Aweard 2021, 2019, 2014-13

Direct 356-T35-47T09 Call B5E-261-5111

akgonsbhhs@gmail.com  www, annekoonsreale state. com
14 Rowte 7O East, Cherry Hill, N.J. D034

Licaerssestd i
L & P

il T el il WL Dl o7 ey el AU e P el S SR
e e TR L e el e Feledy b e S el Wiy T d 0 e
Commeerse o el e ] Ty i W e ] B L D s P
' Pl i el . Tl Tase Mol ol P 0 v g T R e il T T
bt Sl e od P rYEL odETn Sl My Conecwd s odE il S o erchiow
S o Ha el e el e L osceeds st Swigied. Fed rin s s fragh s
g et b FB e Bean ae o el see ms v e el caew Foes L5 TER PaeE L
e R J e OO e N el e L L Rl S P el T SR
T SRR, B TN el mi § e T wee PP S T BRI
™ T Dol e | G O U o Rl ] e R T PR
Bl 'y W P e e e g The g T i ey e el
s i BN RO B i UE Nk @ e Mios Selwaeoe b mare adom

B st o Pod EENW EEL (SR PUEE o el b o B e aor. T

N e e e ] o LPDG A Ralras B D e e g
o D e Ay Bl P L e e Lpeay ¢ eailln s S @ sagRea i
B! el T 0P il Pl G Tr Rl milid N il Ml ek T
Bram @ Jae P -sar (00 i e el L o e Ll
s b ball @ G hare . Toiew b Dokl iy Mm@ dling ol e e oORE e e
Sremacsy B Borcaem Gl Metom o B we o e fesd. The ogion Lecieeand 6 @ ool o
s e el el e R e el e e T e
T [ kel T i GATE e B O TR TR e Ry T Ry e
M b Tacarn] Traww o B raewy W6 Sl DI @ DEokpe® ety A paa I bl @ fu
A et el e T D i ] e U Thi 6 3 B VR U Tl
W by dreils vt psivboily e o §LITE R

THE WORLD ACCORINNG TOSTEVEN, NTOOLE & JOSH....
Now more than ever, EXPERIENCE counts, that is why vou need to call sur

Aunl Anne, because she has the

EXPERIENCE, COMMITMENT, PASSION & KNOWLEDGE

io hidp vou in selling or buving & home.
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MERCHANDISE MARKET

WANTED TO BLY: Me. Baseball coming
te Philly, buying sporia cands & memio-
rabslia. Call 203-767-2407

PETS/LIVESTOCK

PLEAGE BE EWRRE
POESSEREE0M OF EXDVIC WILD SMNEALLS MAY
BE RESTRCTED W BOME SREAS.

Mdaltese & Morkiss, ANC. Avsilskle for
Adoption 302 -S62-0 763

DODLE PUP, B & F, 5500, rad OF Chddm.
Rabscts M7 T DE-5503

1955 Morris Minor, 5BC, auto, stall,
shortensd rear, tubbed. too much o
list, Call for info, seriows inquines only,
$15.000 fem, STO-952-5113, v msg.
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TRUCKS

APTS FOR RENT PHILLY

Temple Area, Cary, furmished
Effickency. Seniors Pref, T15-668-060F

Wiesl B . MECE & e, i
OK. 267-975-2799

All of Philly in Your Inbox.

Sign up for FREE: Inquirer.com/Newsletters

ﬂ ALWIAYE PHILLY

Give Dur Aunt Anne A Call Today at B56-T95-4709

eronmech & Erfe. ITTH & Erie. FLEI5-51T5
k. Furn Bmd. 551 0K, 267-680-0204

NORTH PHILLY - Furnashed Booms, S5
o8, $75 & Up. 215-T6E1-5565

Rimia, LSBA, fisrn home, ullls

Wynnfiekd
ime., prool of iecome, 215-313-9173

EMPLOYMENT OTHER

Cemetery Sales

Sunbury, PA
wanted far Morthumber ibnd Mamo-

rual Park in Sunbury Pa,
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reqylred- Phlome Jem al 5T0-259.
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EAGLES AT COWBOYS

Hunt progressing as a rookie pass rusher

By Olivia Heiner
Staff Writer

Alter a long workday of practice,
weightlifting sessions, and meet-
Ings at the NovaCare Complex,
Jalyx Hunt goes home. fires up
YouTube, and immerses himself in
more football

The rookie outside linebacker
pulls up pass rushes from around
the league that week and hones in
on technigues that he can emulate
in practice, especially as he works
(o develop his power rush. He
listed T.). Watt, Nick and Joey Bosa.
and Myles Garreit as some of the
league’s best who excel ar putting
their entire bodies behind their
arms to generate force 1n their
rushes

For Hunt, poring over their clips
is how he prefers o spend his free
time.

*Might as well.” Hunt said Thurs
day. °1 like watching rushes. You
love watching clean rushes when
you win. You learn a lot from ones
that vou miss on.

This education is all part of
Hunt's acclimation to the NFL,
which has mostly occurred away
from the gnme-day spotlight thus
far. Hunt, the Eagles’ third-round
pick out of Houston Christian, has
played just 17 defensive snaps total
in three games out of the seven in
which he's been active

But Nick Sirianni hinted
Wednesday that Hunt's usage
could inerease in the near future.
Howie Roseman's inaction at
the trade deadline backs up that
notion. keeping the edge rushers
group of Hunt, Josh Sweat, Bryce
Huff, Brandon Graham, and Nolan
Smith intact.

By not adding anyone to the unit,
the Eagles general manager left
the door open for Hunt to poten-
tially assume a spot in the rotation.

“We'll see Jalyx getting into the
mix as well" Sirianni said. *I think
he’s been doing a good job at prac
tice to be able 1o go. 50 we fee] like

H;nl-r.il Jalyx Hunt has made an impression on Nick Sirianni, who said Friday that Hunt could be in line for more
Staft Photographer

playing time. David Maialetti

we have ive guys In that rotaton
that can get after the passer. that
can ¢rush the edge on the run”
Practice has provided the 6-foor-
3, 252-pound Hunt with the oppor-
tunity to build confidence in his
rushes. For Hunt, it all starts with
having a plan instead of figuring
out his precise move at the top
of his rush. He works with Eagles
staffers Jeremiah Washburn,
Connor Barwin, and Matt Leo
to figure out which moves work
best agninst offensive tackles the
Eagles will face in the upcoming
game. Hunt reps those moves
throughout the week of practice.
Brett Toth, who faced Hunt in
practice Thursday for the first time

this year as he worked in at tackle,
can sense Hunt's comfort in his
defensive role through the speed
of his play.

“It’s just like the cagerness oult
there,” Toth said. “You can see guys
that kind of take days off, kind of
just trying to look out for their
health going into Week 10. But
for Jalyx especially feeling it [on
Thursday], vou can feel the eager-
ness to get better. The speed off
the ball. Not trving to do the same
move over and over. ‘Cause today,
in berween speed rush, speed-io
power, cross chop, vou can seée him
wying to work on multiple ones as
opposed to just falling into the trap
of what yvou're comfortable with.”

While Hunt has a plan for his
rushes, he's also learning to take
what the offensive line gives him.
Fred Johnson learned that the
hard way in practice.

“He beat me on a couple reps
where | overset him, he goes
inside, and then sometimes I'll set
too shallow or whatever, and he'll
bull rush me,” Johnson sald. “He's
just figruring it out, and I think he's
doing a good joh”

But Toth emphasized thart the
game environment is less con-
trolled than the one ereated in
practice, as offensive coordinators
try to dictate the tempo in game
action. It's imperative that edge
rushers have a sense of whether

a play will be a run or a pass by
keving in on difterent indicators,
which members of the show team
on the offensive line try to emulate
in pracrice

Still, even though Hunt's
in-game experience at the NEL
level is limited. Toth said the
rookie is ready for a bigger role i
called upon.

“For Jalyx, it would be going om
there and, honestly, if he has a bad
rep or if the rackle wins a rep, Its
how he responds the next one,.”
Toth said. “Using that repnotasa
loss, but an influence into the next
one. [If an offensive tackle] gets
you on a jump set, being able to
cee his mannerisms at the line of
scrimmage to know, oh, it's coming
again, and making him pay on a
quick move inside.

“So until he’s out there, vou
really don't know. But [ do think
he has that in him. even {rom just
seeing [on Thursday]. If I had a
good rep on him, it's not like he's
overthinking the play. He takes it 1o
the next one.”

Even with limited snaps, Huni
has taken advantage of his oppor-
tunities. He notched his first
career strip-sack against the New
York Giants in Week 7, coming
unblocked off the edge 1o take
down Drew Lock and knock the
ball out of his hands in the process.

With nine games left in the regu
lar season, Hunt is stayving patient
and poring into his preparation as
he awalls another chance o get
alter the quarterback again.

“Soak in all the knowledge, and
then be where | m needed,” Huni
said. “Whether that's my reps
coming on special teams or my
reps coming giving them looks,
practice looks. Holding the bag
and giving the best tackle set |
can give them. So wherever I'm
needed, whatever I can do to help
them be prepared.

oreiner{@inguirer.com
¥ BeinerOlivia

Hurts
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“rest,” and Hurts when asked about
it after a walk-through that day
said: *[ just do what I'm wold”

The Eagles play Sunday in Dallas
and won't return home until the
wee hours of Monday morning.
They then face a quick turnaround
Pefore hosting Washington on
Thursday night in a game that
could determine who heads into
Week 12 as the NFC East leader.

Hurts was listed as a full partici-
pant on Thursday, and a rest day on
Wednesday, while rare, didn't raise
too many evebrows. That is, until
Friday.

T'he Eagles do have two players
listed on the injury report this week

with ankle injuries: Mekhi Becton
and Ainias Smith. There are no
other Jalens on the injury report.
Defensive tackle Jalen Carter was
on last week's report with a shoul
der imjury.

Hurts spent the opening portion
of practice stretching on a side
field along with trainers mostly our
of view of cameras before jogging
over to rejoin the rest of the Eagles

guartérbacks during the part of

practice open to media.

He didn't have any apparent
taping over his cleats and ook his
usual spot in the group’s throwing
drills while the rest of the team
went through stretches.

The Eagles try to keep injury

stamses close to the vest for com-
petitive advantage, but the NFL
does have specific rules about how
injuries are to be reported and
shared.

T'he league “requires that teams
provide credible, accurate, and
specific information about injured
players to the league office. their
opponents, local and national
media, and the league’s broadcast
parmers each week during the reg-
ular season and postseason.”

There are punishments for not
following those rules

The 49¢rs were in the spotlight
when the season started because
of how they treated the reporting
of Christian MeCafirey's injury

designarion before their Week |
game, but the league ultimately
ruled that San Francisco had not
violated the policy.

Last year, the Atlanta Falcons
were fined $75.000) and then-coach
Arthur Smith was fined $25.000 for
violating the injury report policy.
Hunning back Bijan Robinson was
not listed on the injury report and
barely played because of an illness.

Similar ines were handed out o
the Pittsburgh Steelers in 2019 —
§75.000 for the team, $25,000 for
coach Mike Tomlin — when gquar-
terback Ben Roethlisberger was,
similarly to Hurts, listed on the
practice report with a rest designa-
tion and ended up having an elbow

injury.

Injury report

The Eagles did not have any play
ers on the active roster miss prac-
tice in any capacity Friday. Every
player whose name appeared on
the injury report this week was a
full participant.

Only one player. Ben VanSum
2ren, Is carrying an injury des-
ignation into Sunday’'s game.
VanSumeren is questionable with
A COMCUSSIO.

Jneiburgiinguirer.com
W jeff neibure

Kicker
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about that a lot”

Aubrey played well for the Steel,
who played in a nearly empiy
16.000-seat football stadium at
Lehigh University. He lost his
siarting job late in the season after
being slowed by injuries, and the
team lost in the playoffs to the
eventual champion. T'he squad
was [illed with guys who would
climb the soccer lndder, like South
Jerseyv s Brenden Aaronson, who
plaved for the United States in the
2022 World Cup, and John McCa
rthy, the goalie from Mayfair who
was the MVP of the 2022 MLS Cuap.

“We had a shared goal,” Aubrey
said. "All of us wanted to play at the
next level”

The Steel dissolved after the
ceason, the Union terminated
Aubrey’s contract. and he headed
home to Texas. Aubrey passed on
other USL offers, deciding that it
was time to use his computer sci
ence degree and earn more money
than he did playing soceer.

“1 didn't really know if I really
had the desire to chase it anymore
with the likely possibility that 1
would never make it up to the MLS’™
Aubrey said. “"And even if | made it
to the MLS, I would've made less
as a minimum-salary player there
than | would've as a iirst-year soft-
ware engineer”

Three months after his final
soccer game, Aubrey was search-
ing for software-engineer jobs and
watching football with his wife.
Aubrey was a huge fan, watched

Brandon Aubrey (right), during his final game with Bethlehem Steelin
October of 2018. He retired from soccer later that year and started
chasing a career in the NFL as a placekicker. Philadelphia Union

NFL RedZone every Sunday, and
played fantasy football with his
old soccer teammates. They saw
a kicker miss a field goal, and his
wite, Jenn, told Aubrey that he
could do that.

“I didn't believe her at first,”
Aubrey said. " Bur | wentwith i

He bought a football and a kick-
ing tee the next day at a second
hand sporting goods store, went
to a local field. and tried to see
whether field goals were as easy
as they seemed from the couch. He
drilled them. booming it through
the uprights from 60 yards out.

His wile was right

“1 had no form, and I was taking
a long approach, but the theory
was there,” Aubrey said. "It was

like. “Yeah. I can do this.! It gave me
something to focus on and to grind
toward and replace the itch that
soccer had”™

Aubrey searched on the internet
for a coach and found a local kick-
ing guru who was offering a clinic
nearby, The former professional
soccer player was joined there by
kids.

1 showed up not really thinking
about what the market would be
for kicking lessons,” Aubrey said.
*Then it was middle school and
high schoolers and a couple of kids
who were committed o [Division
I] sehools. It was a good batch of
kids but still kids. I was like, ‘I have
nothing 1o lose,™

He kicked with the kids and then

asked the instructor whether he
thought he had a shot. Brian Egan,
who kicked in college, told Aubrey
that his leg could do it. He trained
for nearly two yvears with Egan,
meeting him in the afternoon
after Aubrey left his cubicle at GM
Financial in Arlington, Texas. The
company let Aubrey — who still
has a Linkedin profile — start his
shift early so he could practice his
kicking before sunset.

Egan eventually told Aubrey that
there was nothing more to learn. It
was time for him to try and eatch
the attention of an NEL team. He
traveled to various kicking com-
hines — “Every vacation my wife
and | took had to do with kicking.”
Aubrey said — and kept coming up
empty.

Scouts loved his leg, but his story
was far-fetched. An NFL team didn’t
feel comfortable just handing a job
1o a guy who never kKicked ina game
before and was working a 8 to 5. It
wasnt a lony Danza movie,

*“They said they wouldn't give me
an opportunity beeause “You don't
have game film, so0 we don't know
if vou can do it in a game,” Aubrey
said. “That was that”

Aubrey finally got his break
when the United States Football
League returned in 2022. The
USFL's kicking tryvout was orga-
nized by longtime NFL kicker John
Carney, who kicked at Motre Dame
and had become a connection for
Aubrey.

Aubrey crushed the combine
and signed a contract with the

league. But the teams were unsure
They had former NFL Kickers 1o
choose from. Who is this soccer
guy” Carney told Skip Holtz, his old
Notre Dame teammate and coach
of the Birmingham Stallions. to
give Aubrey a chance. Holiz drafied
him.

*That's all I needed.” Aubrey
said. “It ook about 3Vayears. lf the
USFL never popped up. this proba-
bly would've never happened.”

He told his bosses at GM Finan
clal that he was leaving. They were
thrilled. The guy in the cubicle was
geting the chance o Kick.

“They gave me a nice little going-
away party and wished me luck”
Aubrey said.

Aubrey played two seasons in
the USFL and helped Birmingham
win back-to-back championships,
He signed with the Cowboys in July
2023, joinming the team that plays
home games just a short drive from
his old office at GM Financial

He wasn T guaranié2d anything
but a chance in training camp. And
that's all he needed. He won the job,
becoming an NEL Kicker lve vears
after his soceer dream ended. He
was soon on TV kicking field goals
in front of 53,000 fans. To his old
coach’s surprise. it was the same
guy.

*l almost fell out of my chair,”
Burke said. “1 hadn't talked to him
since he left Bethlehem. | had no
idea”

mbreen{@inguirer.com
W mati_breen
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The Penn St. grad retired
from pro soccer last year
and now works for ESPN.

By Jonathan Tannenwald
Stall YWriier

It’s no surprise to people who've
known Ali Krieger for a while that
she's made an ¢asy move Into
broadeasting.

After ending her playing days by
winning last year's NW5sL champl-
onship with Gotham FC, the Penn
State product (and current univer
sity trustee) started doing studio
work with CBS. In March. ESPN
hired her full time, On Sunday,
che’ll be a studio analyst for ABC's
NWSL playoff quarterfinal dou-
bleheader, with the Washington
Spirit hosting Bay FC at 12:30 p.m.
and Gotham hosting the Portland
Thorns ar 3 p.m

“You have about 20 seconds
to really make your point and hit
your opinion, burt 1've found it to be
amazing because I love just talking
soccer anyway, Krieger told The
Inquirer. *1 think it's an éasier tran-
sition after I retired. ... It's such a
different dynamie, not physically
participating bur just kind of ana-
Ivzing and talking about it I'm just
getting used to it, and I'm getting
better every time.”

Krieger started doing some
on-camera work while still an
playver with the Orlando Pride in
2021, working with MLS sibling
Orlando City for team-produced
content. But she knew well belore
then she might move to broad
casting some day, having béen on
camera 50 often as an US. national
team stolwart.

“You get thrown in front of the
camera sinee Day 1, and vou start
to learn and do all that media train
ing where you just get kind of used
to it.” the now-40-year-old said. 1
watch a lot of games too, so you get
tidbits here and there. But [ think it
was always in the back of my mind
that it would be a better fir.”

Being in the spotlight has

allowed herto take in the scale of

her playing career, too; 2015 and
2019 World Cup titles with the US..
that NWSL title with Gotham, and,
way back in 2008, becoming the

- i

e

ESPN hired Penn State alum and former U.S. women's soccer team star

Ali Krieger earlier this year. Mikayla Schmidt

first American (o win a European
club championship with Germany's
1. FFC Frankfurt.

I needed 1o kind of take some
time away from the game a little
bit,” Krieger said. "1 felr like 1f |
jumped into that right away, then
I would have maybe burned out
pretty quickly, and | think | just
needed some time to do other
things and be with my kids and pri
oritize mysell. And kind of just look
back and think about all the career
moments that | had, and just kind
of let that soak in and process what
had just happened.”

( That was, in part, a reference o
her divoree last year [rom former
U.5. teammate Ashlyn Harris
after four years of marrage. They
adopted two children, who live with
Krieger in northern New Jersey))

She would like 1o get into coach
ing some day, perhaps starting as a
defense-focused assistant — natu
rally, since she played centerback

and ourside back. For now, she said,
broadeasting is “a good transition”

Stars across the playoffs

All four gquarterfinals feamire magor
attacking talent. First was Friday
night's opener between the No. 1
Orlando Pride and Mo, B Chicago
Red Stars (8 p.m.. Prime Video).
with Barbra Banda and Brazilian
legend Marta for the hosts and
LS. star Mallory Swanson for the
VISILOTS.

Saturday’s matchup of the No.
4. Kansas City Current and No. 5.
North Carolina Courage (noomn,
CBS53) will have Kansas City’s
Temwa Chawinga, who broke the
league s single-season scoring
record with NWSL's [irst 20-goal
campaign. facing North Carolina’s
young American Ashley Sanchez
and Brazilian Kerolin.

Then comes Sunday, with No.
2 Washington's Trinity Rodman

first atop the marquee. Three years
after she helped the Spirit win
the 2021 title, the U.S. supersiar
and Colombian playmaker Leicy
Santos will face a No. 7 Bay team
that made the playoffs in its first
season. Banda's Zambia teammate,
Racheal Kundananiji, carried the
San Jose, Calif. -based club into the
postseason with two goals in the
regular-season finale.

Last up is the most star-stud-
ded clash of all. No. 3 Gotham vs.
No. 6 Portland pits Rose Lavelle,
Lynn Williams, Crystal Dunn, and
Esther Gonzdalez against Sophia
Smith, Olivia Moultrie, and Cana
dian legend Christine Sinclair in
her last postseason before retiring.

If you were to bet the chalk on
all four games, you'd stand good
odds of winning. Orlando finished
28 points ahead of Chicago in the
standings. and Kansas City [in-
ished 16 points ahead of North Car-
olina. But Krieger expects ot least
one upsel

“Bay FC is actually in preity good
form, and | know D.C., they have
excellent playvers — but they've
been injury-prone a little bit here,
and | don’t know if everyone's
going to be fully fit” she said. *Port-
land against Gotham, that is kind
of a revenge game from last vear’s
semifinal [a 1-0 Gotham win at Port-
land]. And also, you're fighting for
Christine Sinclair. You don't want
her to have this be her last game.
You want to take her all the way o
the final and see her go out on top,
like Gotham did for me last year™

A new eraon and off the
field

It has been a big vear for women's
sports having spotlight platforms,
from the WNBA to the Olympics
American women's Soccer stars
have long been familiar with such
stages: the historic 1999 World
Cup champs, the 2015 squad whose
title-game win drew nearly 27 mil
lion viewers, the 2019 squad that
triumphed after suing U.S. Soccer
and clashing with then-and-Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump

Rodman and Smith are heading
toward the margquee: both were
on last year's World Cup squad
and this year's Olympic gold med
al-winner, and each already has

Krieger’s new life behind mic

a NWSL title (Rodman in 2021,
Smith in 2022). But they haven't
vet reached the heights gained
by Krieger. Megan Rapinoe, Alex
Morgan. and the rest of that era

[s that because of soccer’s place
in the U.5. landscape relative 1o
basketball or because of something
more? Krieger wondered if it's par-
tially because the US. team's new
era of players hasn't yet raised its
voice off the field the way those of
past eras have. It eertainly got her
team attention over time, often
maore than its results on the Held.

“We've all had 1o use our plat-
forms and fight a little bit more
than maybe these younger genera-
tions have — which is supposed to
happen, right? But it's also a choice
(o do that,” Krieger said. “All those
things that we kind of tacked on to
our star power. using the platforms
that we've had over the years, |
think has kind of catapulted most
of these players, like a Megan Hapi
noe, 1o where she is now”

One can argue the new era
of players doesn't have to be as
outspoken beécause the national
team has now achieved equal pay.
They're also still young, Rodman ar
22 and Smith at 24. Though Rapi
noe was always outspoken (and still
15), Morgan didn't step up unril later
in her career. Krieger admitted that
she was the same.,

“I don't necessarily think that
a lot of the vounger players are
doing that currently, Areger said.
“Maybe they will in the fumre.”

What is certain, though., is their
talent, It started 1o show at the
Olympics, and new U.S. manager
Emma Hayes has shown in games
since then that the talent pool
is even deeper. Now Smith and
Rodman have a moment to star
with their clubs

“They are already stars in their
own right and known around the
world as some ol the best players
that will ever play for the LS. wom
en’s national team and football
in general.” Krieger said. *I'm so
grateful that they're getting exactly
what they deserve, becanse of a lot
ol the work that not only they put in
every day, but that we've put in and
paved the way for them.”

jiannenwald{@inguirer.com
W thegoalky eper

FLYERS

Hoping better starts set the tone for wins

By Jackie Spiegel
Siall Wiriten

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — Who
wants to set the tone?

It's not just a line from the
hockey comedy series Shoresy, It's
a critical element of every game.
Who wanits 1o establish the way the
team will play that night? For the
Flyers. who will forecheck, keep
the other team penned in, and set
the tone for how the Flyers will
play that night?

Center Sean Couturier, defense-
men Travis Sanheim, and Jamie
Drysdale have been ready, which
Is good because they were going
in each of the past two games.
Amainst the Carolina Hurricanes
on Tuesday. it was Couturier cen-
tering Matvei Michkov and Tyvson
Foerster with the top pairing.
On Thursday, it was Couturier
between Travis Konecny and Owen
lippett, with the same blueiiners.

The Flyers beat the Lightning,
2.1, in a shootout and lost, 6-4, to
the Hurricanes but in each game,
for the majority of the time. they
just played better.

"1 think that the biggest
improvement we need to make
gs o team 15 our mindset, as tar
as being on our oes, and pinch-
ing.” coach John Tortorella said
afier the win at Tampa Bay. “We've
talked about it enough here the
past couple of weeks, not letting
teams dictate play to us. | think
there’s some guys there that, with
TK and Tippett especially. who can
skate and pressure pucks.

“It's not by design starting them
.. but it's important when we start
A game to get right into that type
of style of game. Hopefully, we'll
continue, [and] hopefully we'll stay
consistent with it

Being on one’s toes is critical in
any hockey game. And no, it's not
just about where vour feet are in
yvour skates. It's about constantly
moving. shifting, getting into
lanes, and covering your team-
mates. It's about playing with some
speed, forechecking, and being in
the proper position while inding

——

the open ice.

“All I want us 1o do right now
with this team is consistently be
on our toes,” Tortorella said Friday
after the Flvers quick practice in
Fort Lauderdale. "I want us to take
gsome chances. | want us to close
out, éven if you're over-aggres-
sive and you give up an odd-man
rush, 1'd rather have it that way
than us be in berween. I still think
there are some players that are
siill a hittle bit too sate. ... IU's our
mindset, I want us aggressively

L

John Tortorella is much happier with his team’s starts the past two games. Yong Kim / Staff Photographer

thinking ™

T'nat’s what they did on the nrst
shift the past two games. They
played aggressive. They closed
out. They set the tone

On Tuesday, Couturier won the
opening faceoff and the Flyers got
the puck deep. The trio then pro-
vided puck support as Sanheim
not only pinched at the left point
but continued down low 1o keep
the pressure on. Foerster then
created some havoe behind the
net and got a wraparound chance

{'-;E!

gy

on his backhand in front before
getring the puck up o Drysdale
al the right point for another shot
attermpt. At the half-wall on the left
wing, Couturier forechecked and
Sanheim kept it in the zone.

I'he puck did not leave the Hur
reanes’ zone for 33 seconds

Against the Lightning. Coutu-
rier again won the opening faceoft
and Sanheim got the puck deep.
Couturier bore down on Lightning
defenseman Hvan McDonagh
forcing him to play the puck up the

boards right to a waiting Konecny
who sent it around the net. San-
heim came down the left boards
as Tippett covered him at the
point before the puck ended up a
few seconds later on the stick of
Drysdale at the right point

I'his time the Flyers kept the
Lightning in their end for 32
SECconds

But how does it set the tone? I
shows the 13 guvs on the bench.
and especially the next line, how
to play the right way. It sets the
formula for the nighi.

“You want o continoe 1o keep
that going.” forward Scott Laugh-
ton said “Continue that pace and
continue the good shifts.”

It doesn't hurt that the captain
was the main force establishing
the Flvers' style of play in the last
two games — two games where,
again, they plaved much better.

“I wouldn't say | sent the mes-
sage ol talked it out loud but it's
definitely something that we want
1o establish our game from the
start,” Couturier said. “If I get the
ciart, whoever gets the start, needs
to get the momentum on our side
and get going We don't want to sit
back and wall 1o @&t Into it

“Yeah, these were two greal
staris but we just got to keep
going.”

Breakaways

Tortorella did not commit to Mic
hkov getting back into the lineup
Saturday against the Florida Pan-
thers (6 p.m., NBCSP). “When he
goes back In we |l see, he said
Friday. "Again. as [ said the other
day. it's part of the process, and
we'll just take it day by day.” ...
Goalie Sam Ersson and defen-
seman Cam York participated
in practice Friday. York stayed
on alter for extra work. ... Goalie
Aleksei Kolosov did not skate. ...
Tortorella was not sure who his
starting goalie would be Satur-
day as he did not have a medical
update on Sam Ersson or Kolosov,

jspiegel{@inguirer.com
W jackicspiegel93
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La Salle has one
obstacle to playoffs

By Aaron Carter
Siafl Wriier

No matter what happens on the
field when bitter rivals La Salle
College High and 51, Joseph's
Prep meet Saturday, Gavin Sidwar
likely won't get rattled.

In some ways, the 6-foot-3, 1940-
pound La Salle junior quarterback
with a rocket for a right arm has
been preparing for this moment
since before he could crawl.

“He was a baby that could just
sit up in diapers,” Sidwar’s father,
Bryan, said in a phone interview.
“*He took a Matchbox car, sitting
on his butt. and fired it across two
rooms into a wall.

“My wile [Tara] was like. "No, we
don’t throw in the house, Gavin.
And 1 was like. "No, maybe we do
throw in the house!” | put a foam
ball in his hand, and I was like,
*Throw it again!” He's been throw-
ing ever since.”

Sidwar, who finished the reg-
ular season with 2,487 passing
yards, 29 touchdowns, and five
interceptions on 71% passing,
seems Lo possess all the skills a
quarterback could need.

“As a former quarterback and
quarterback coach.” said his
coach, Brett Gordon. a hall of
fame quarterback at La Salle Col-
lege High School and Villanowva,
“accuracy in my opinion, is the
most important aspect of throw-
ing the football. and Gavin does it
as well as anybody I've ever seen.”

Some skills have come nat-
urally. Others have been hard-
earned, while still others were
born from technigues borrowed
from the fathers of famous
athletes.

Sidwar likely will need them all
against the Prep at Wissahickon
High School at | p.m. Sarurday in a
PCL Class GA classification game.
The winner continues to the PIAA
playoffs, The loser's season is
OVer.

This season, La Salle won its
first Catholic League title since
2021, finishing undefeated (10-0.,
G-00),

The Prep (6-2, 4-1) suffered its
only league loss in the Oct. 5 con-
test in which La Salle needed a
desperate two-point conversion in
the fourth overtime towin., 35-34.

La Salle receiver Joey O'Brien
found fellow junior Desmond
Ortiz after the Explorers’ attempt
at recreating the Eagles' famed
“Philly Special” fell flat.

The poise O'Brien wielded
during that sequence was what
Brvan Sidwar has been nurturing
within his son for years.

Bryan played safery at Berwick
under legendary coach George

Curry, who died in 2016 at age 71.

Curry, who earned coach of the
year honors 28 times during his
46G-vear career, coached 12 teams
that finished the regular season
undefeated.

Curry's Bulldogs once had a
47-game winning streak from
1981 to 1985. Curry, who played
football at Temple, also led the
Bulldogs to USA Today national
championships in 1983, 1992, and
1995.

Bryan Sidwar won two state
titles in three years under Curry
before graduating in 1996,

Among Curry’s most notable
lessons, Bryvan said, was about
having menial toughness.

S0 when Gavin Sidwar told his

dad that he wanted to let go of

baseball and focus on football at
around 12 years old, Bryan trained
his son with tips gleaned from the
fathers of other athletes.

*I actually would read up on
Tiger Woods' dad.” Bryan said.*T'd
read up on Bryce Harper's dad.
| would read up on a lot of these
people’s dads that were able to
identify they had really talented
kids and then see what they were
doing differently.”

When father and son threw in
the backyard, fundamental form
always was essential. Eventually,
Bryan also added distractions the
way Earl Woods famously dropped
clubs, jiggled change, or coughed
during his son's backswing,

“Think about me standing right
against your shoulder looking
into your ear hole,” Bryan said.
“I would just be that close to him
and he still had to make a throw.
And sometimes I'm going to push
you. Sometimes I'm nol. So you're
going to get hit sometimes and
sometimes you're not. Or I'd have
his brother run into him.™

When push comes to shove on
Saturday. that poise under pres-
sure might serve Sidwar well.

§ nlr-:ad:r seems to inform
the maturity with which he's
approaching Saturday’s contest.
Before the E xplnrﬂq won last
month, the Hawks had domi-
nated La Salle the previous three
SEASONS.

“It’s a rivalry,” Sidwar said. "I
mean, yeah, it's a big game. We
knowwhat's at stake. It's win or go
home. But it wasn't really a rivalry
until we won. Thats what we said
this vear. It's not a rivalry until we
win. They're a great team., great
program, but our goal is just to
win each week 5o we're not going
to make it bigger than it is. We just
wani 1o go out and win.”

acarter@inguirer.com
W AceCarter[NQ

How Sacca became the @B
of St.Joe’s Prep’s defense

By Isabella DiAmore
Staff Writer

Anthony Sacea vividly remembers
the first varsity football game he
played in a St. Joe's Prep uniform.

Then a freshman safety. Sacca’s
name was called midway through
the first guarter against Catholie
League rival La Salle College High
School in 2021, He stayed on the
field till the final minute, but the
Hawks wouldn't be walking away
with a win.

“At first. | didn't understand the
magnitude of what happened,”
Sacca said of the team’s 28-21 loss
to the Explorers. “Before that, they
hadn't lost to them in seven years.
There were a lot of tears shed in
that locker room. a lot of tears shed
on the field after thar game.”

Three vears later, he gets it

The senior captain, the son of
former NFL and Penn State quar-
terback Tony Saccea who's commit-
ted to Notre Dame. felt accountable
for its recent 35-34, lour-overume
loss to La Salle. It was the first time
the Hawks lost to La Salle since
that 2021 game.

Sacca transitioned to linebacker
his junior year, and coach Tim
Roken refers to him as “the quar-
terback of our defense”

He takes the blame if someone
isn't lined up correctly or messes
up, but he also knows that he sets
the tone for the rest of the defense,
which is why he's putting the Oct.
5 matchup behind him. Sacea
and the Hawks have a chance at
redemption on Saturday at Wissa-
hickon High School.

“It was definitely a tough loss.
Nobody wants to lose the way
that we lost,” said Sacca, who
has recorded 312 sacks, 47 total
tackles, and a forced fumble this
season, "It [stank] for about two
hours after the game. But vou ol 1o
go to bed, wake up the next morn-
ing, and reset.

“We waich the film, then we close
the notebook. ... There's always
heightened emotions around this
game because it's a rivalry game,
but I feel like we've done a really
good job at getting prepared.”

He's been doing his part. Since
Sacca was a kid, he remembers
spending most of his downtime
watching film and drawing plays,
those habits haven't changed. The
Delran native played quarterback
throughout his youth football
career, which started at age 6. He
played other sports as well, inelud-
ing basketball and baseball. But
nothing really compared to his love
for football. and he thanked his dad
for that.

*1 kind of always wanted to be
like my dad.” he said. “I remember
hearing all these great stories from
my aunts, uncles, and grandpar-
ents talking about how awesome
my dad was in high school. That's
something that | really wanted
to chase. We both really bonded
over football, like every Saturday
and Sunday, waking up watching
college and NFL football together
right before | would head over to
Summoer Hill [Sports Complex] and
go play in some games.

*1 became a student of the game
and saw football in a different lime-
light, especially when you have
a dad who's playved in the NFL, it
definitely helps”™

Prep linebacker Anthony Sacca is headed to Notre Dame. Jose F.
Moreno / Staff Photographer

Tony Sacca was a standout at
Delran High School and later was
inducted into the school’s hall of
fame. He was a four-year starter at
Penn State and was drafted in the
second round by the then-Phoe-
nix Cardinals {(now Arizona) in
1992, and spent one season in the
league. He then played two sea-
sons with the Barcelona Dragons
of the World League of American
Football.

Once his professional career
ended, he moved back to the
Delran area and was involved in
the high school coaching scene
for many years. which included
stops at Pennsauken, Willingboro,
and Burlington City, where he cur-
rently works as a physical eduea-
tion teacher.

“1 don't coach anymore because
it's really just following my son
around at this point,” Tony Sacea
said. “That's where my focus is. ...
For me, it’s the greatest thing that
could ever happen to have your
son have similar success like you
did. and hopefully a lot more than
Idid”

For the most part. Tony Sacca
teok a hands-off approach when
it came to coaching his son on
the field. Though. he did coach
a season of his son's sixth-grade
team, and some nights Anthony
left those practices walking home.

“1 would get [ticked] off that he
yvelled at me at practice, Anthony
Sacca said. *“We had tvpical nun-ins
you would have with a 12-year-old
and their father. It was a learning
experience, growing experience,
and for the most part, we had a
good tme.”

After that vear, he joined the
Pennsauken Youth Athletic Activ-
ities. Tony Sacea is friendly with
Derek McCord, who played quar-
terback at Rutgers and lives in
Mount Laurel. His son, Prep grad
Kyle, now a guarterback at Syr-
acuse, compered in the league,
and McCord said it would prepare
Anthony “to go play big-time high
school foothall”

Through the McCord family,
the Saceas also became familiar
with St Joe's Prep, and decided wo
send Anthony there, but Roken saw
Anthony’s immediate potential on
the defensive side of the field and
didn't have an opportunity for him
at quarterback.

“He's an unbelievable athlete.”
Roken said. “Just being coachable,
going out, correécting the mistakes
that he made the day before. and
getting better each and every
single week. At some point, the
conversation became what is best

for our defense and what is best for
him and his future — he was being
recruited as a linebacker”

Anthony was glad to make the
switch. Playing quarterback, he
said. was a lot of pressure and took
the fun out of the game at imes. [t
was “the biggest relief of my life.”

He also felt more confident
on defense, and eventually as he
went from a 6-loot-4., 185-pound
freshman to a 6-6, 250-pound
senior, Sacea grew out of the safety
position and had moved up to
linebacker.

“Midway through my junior year,
| kind of started himing my stride.”
he said. “I would take on the role of
getting the defense lined up. Not
just worrving about mysell, but
worrying about the guys around
me,

College coaches took notice of
Sacca early on. His first scholar-
ship offer came from Temple his
freshman year, but of his 18-plus
Division | offers, Sacca narrowed
his options to Duke, Wisconsin,
Ohio State. Alabama, and Notre
Dame, to which he announced his
commitment in March.

And Penn State did offer him a
scholarship. But the Fighting Irish
seemed o be the best landing spot,
Anthony Sacca said, considering
coach Marcus Freeman's defen-
sive mind and his relationship with
former Temple coach Al Golden,
who's the defensive coordinator of
the Fighting Irish.

“If you ask middle-school
Anthony Sacca if he had an offer
from Penn State. would he go
there? He would say “Yes,™ Sacca
said. *Then if you asked him as a
sophomore in high school. he prob-
ably say. ‘I'd have to think about it.
M}-‘ dad never put pressure on me
to going to Penn State. He was com-
pletely hands off — he's like, 'Go
where vou want to go.”

The stakes are high on Saturday,
the winner will continue its post-
season play for a PIAA Class 6A
championship and face Imhotep
Charter or Lincoln in the Distriet
12 title game. But Anthony Sacca is
ready for the moment. Roken, his
Prep teammates, and, most impor-
tantly, his dad have helped prepare
him forit.

“The goal is just stay together
one more week,” Anthony Sacca
said. *This could possibly be our
last week together. Playing for
our seniors is a big message. .. We
write our own chapter. We want o
go out the right way.”

idiamore{@inguirer.com
W belladiamore
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players because David Duke Jr. had
just signed a two-way deal with the
san Antonio Spurs and multiple
others were out with illness.

“He’s like, "“Nah, we're going 1o
be fine. and everything's going to
work out,” Longabardi told The
Inguirer. "And it did. That's where,
to me, just being in those experi-
ences, obviously you can't put a
priceon L ...

“His confidence is extremely
high, but his poise is what stands
out. He never overreacts.”

Former Blue Coats coach Coby
Karl, meanwhile, loved swapping
stories about the late Kobe Bryant
and legendary coach Phil Jackson
with Nelson, yet appreciated that
he also could dive into more diffi-
cult conversations. Former forward
Darius Bazley said that whenever
Nelson dropped by last season, “it's
not like head mistress is coming in
and we're all [on our] Ps and Qs. It
helps with the culire.” Jeff Dowtin
Jr. added that Nelson sent an “any-
advice-you-need™ text when he
joined the Sixers and Blue Coats
on a tTwo-way contract last season,
and then received realtime tidbits

{rom him on opponent schemes
during halftimes of games.

“For him to just reach ou, first
and foremost,” Dowtin said, "and
say things like that. it means alot to
me to have somebody that's in my
corner. Somebody that I can talk to,
somebody that | can ask questions
if | don't know and he can give me
the rundown in certain situations.
Just somebody that you can look
up to”

On the court, Nelson prioritizes
positional versatility, rather than
prototypical guards, forwards,
and centers. That meshes with the
G League's tandem goals of indi-
vidual playver development and
winning, which must be achieved
with constantly fluciuating ros-
ters as playvers float back and forth
to the Sixers or get picked up by
other NBA teams. The Blue Coats
advanced to the playofls’ second
round last spring.

That success also requires
recruitment and building trust with
agents. Nelson regards persuading
Bazely. a former lirst-round pick
now playing overseas, to join the
Blue Coats last season as one of his
initial front-office wins. Later. the

previously undrafted Council had
his two-way contract converted toa
standard four-year NBA deal, while
Dowtin's two-way also was con-
verted for the end of the 2023-24
before he signed another two-way
for this season. Last March, Bazely
and fellow former Blue Coat Ken-
neth Lofton Jr. were signed by the
Utah Jazz on late-in-season deals.

“There's a ton of scouts from
other teams that call,” Nelson
said. “And you already know when
somebody’s going 1o get taken,
because they're playing so well.
It's like “Gah.’ but [we are] able to
have those relationships because
of the sucecess, and because of just
being real and transparent with the
agenis, like, “This is what | see.”

Nelson always secretly hoped he
could play for his hometown Sixers,
a dream he is unsure his family
even realized existed. His current
job is another way of fulfilling thart,
estimating about 20 loved ones
come out to Wilmington for each
Blue Coats home game.

He also leels supported by
the “big club.” Sixers coach Nick
Nurse's wide-ranging career
includes a seven-year stint in the

(G League (then the D-League).
including winning the 2011 cham-
pionship with the lowa Energy.
Much of Nurse's staff — including
Karl, who is now a Sixers assistant
— ook similar paths. That means
Nurse welcomes conversations
with Nelson about when younger
plavers — which this season could
include rookie guard Jared MeCain,
and two-way players Dowtin, Justin
Edwards, and Lester Quinones —
could get time with the Blue Coats.
Nelson also sits in on meetings
helmed by Brand and president of
basketball operations Daryl Morey
and is appreciative when they ask
for his opinion.

“1 bounce things off of everyone
that's in the front office,” Nelson
said. “For me, it’s just about learn-
ing as much as | can, continue to
grow ... | have a unique role and
perspective. I'm not sure every
general manager of a minor league
team, whatever sport, is as involved
as ['ve been allowed to be involved
by Daryl and EB over the last few
years.”

That's why Nelson was with
the Sixers for training camp in
the Bahamas, along with much

of the Blue Coats’ stall. At one
point during the week. he stepped
away to acquire the rights of
guard Armoni Brooks in a trade,
a reminder of the logistics of his
roster-building responsibilities.
Nelson also spent time with the
young players on two-way and
Exhibit 10 deals, observing how
they handled sharing the same
floor as All-Stars Joel Embiid,
Tyrese Maxey, and Paul George,
and took in information from the
Sixers' coaching staff before head-
ing to Wilmington to prepare for
the Blue Coats’ season.

And Nelson still oceasion-
ally grabbed a ball to fire those
post-practice shots. After three
consecutive misses inside an
Atlantis Resort ballroom one day,
Ouinones playfully asked if Nel-
son's still got it

It represented Nelson's transi-
tion from player to this front-office
path — by being himsell.

“1 accept the challenge.” Nelson
said. “1 accept the role, and [ love
i

gmizelli@ inguirer.com
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JanSport cofounders Murray McCory and Jan Peterson circa 1968. They married the next year, after meeting
as students at the University of Washington in Seattle. Family photo

Murray McGory, 80, JanSport
cofounder and backpack creator

By Harrison Smith
Washinzion Posi

Murray McCory, a free-spirited
outdoorsman who colounded the
rugged gear and pack company
JanSport, designed a widely imi-
tated dome tent, and created a
durable but lightweight backpack
that revolutionized the way stu-
dents carry books, died Oct. 7 at a
hospital in Seattle. He was 80,

The cause was complications
from congestive heart failure, said
his daughter, Heidi Van Brost.

A Seattle-area native who grew
up hiking, camping. and tinkering
with industrial equipment in his
father's auto shop, Mr. McCory was
studying at the University of Wash-
ington when he entered a 1967
design competition sponsored by
the company Alcoa. Tasked with
creating a marketable product
using aluminum, he came up with
an adjustable aluminum-frame
backpack with flexible joints,
designed to move with the body
as a person hiked, crouched, or
climbed. He won

Mr. McCory's pack was lighter
and more versatile than existing
backpacks made with wooden or
welded-metal frames. Later that
year, he capitalized on news cov
erage of his design and started
Jan Sport out of the top floor of his
father's rransmission repair shop.

The company, which later
shortened its name to one word,
was named after Mr. McCory s
cofounder and then-girlfriend,.
fellow UW student Janis “Jan”
Peterson, who had used her moth-
er's home sewing machine to do
the stitching for his award-winning
pack.

While still in college, the couple
began developing a eatalog’s worth
of gear, creating sleeping bags,
jackets. tents. and snowshoes that
were inspired by their adveniures
— and occasional mishaps — in
the Cascade Range outside Seattle.

“When we needed something,
we made it” said Peterson. now
known as Jan Lewis, who recalled
that the duo often put up a sign in
their office window: “Closed: In the
Mountains Produet Testing”

Mr. McCory, who was then
known as Murray Pletz, focused on
the design side, at times consult
ing local climbers and guides such
as Lou Whittaker, who went on to
lead expeditions o the Himalayas.
Lewis, whom Mr. MeCory married
in 1969, handled the sewing and
selected fabrics, shaping the look
of backpacks that were offered in
a psychedelic floral pattern or fea
tured a hefty front pocket embla-
zoned with the Stars and Stripes.
Mr. McCory's father pitched in as
well, ereating tools that JanSport
used to manufacture pack frames.
By 1970, Mr. McCory's cousin Skip
Yowell had also joined the com-
pany, developing a focus on sales
and marketing.

“There was no business plan.”
Yowell recalled in a 2006 memoir,
The Hippie Guide 1o Climbing
the Corporate Ladder & Other

Mountains. “We had no special
training. We had even less money.
We didn’t even have a store. All
we had was Murray's innovative
design, Jan's skill, my ereative
instinets and love of people, and a
shared affinity for Dylan music and
beer”

The company's rise coineided
with a surge of interest in camping
and the outdoors, as families and

young people flocked to the woods,

rivers and mountains,

But JanSport became better
known for its school backpacks
than its alpine gear. The company
was widely eredited with help-
ing bring an end to an era when
students would lug their books
around in a single-strap satchel or
simply carry them by hand, clutch
Ing paper backs or he avy (exrbooks
that were often thed lug*.tlh.rmlh a
leather belt or loop of fabric.

That handheld method could be
especially frustrating in Seattle,
where it often rained. So in 1970,
while still students, Mr. McCory
and his wife pitched the University
of Washington bookstore on o new
“bookstore model” of their nylon
daypack.

The bag — which had been
designed lor hiking, skiing and
biking trips but was wide enough
to hold books — had nylon zippers,
an adjustable waist belt and a large
outside pocket for smaller items.
Crucially, it also had a reinforeed.
waler-resistant bottom made of
vinyl.

The bookstore was thrilled.
Lewis recalled in an email. and
ran an ad for the bags on the back
u! local buses. "When we first saw

a bus with the ad, Murray and I
ln{:kecl at each other and he said,
“This is going o be big!™

The store sold more than 400
of the backpacks in the first three
months. and in 1971 the packs
were brought out for wide release
as the University Bookstore Ruck-
sack. Over the next lew vears, Mr.
MeCory refined the bag further.
making the opening wider and
adding a leather patch — an aes-
thetic signature that was initially
intended to hold a strapped-on
umbrella, raincoat. or trekking
pole.

Mr. McCory's backpack was
released a few vears after another
lightweight nylon pack designed
by the Colorado company Gerry.
But the JanSport design became
ubiquitous, taking off in college
bookstores across the Pacific
Northwest before finding a mass
market nationwide and Inspir-
ing competitors like L.L. Bean to
launch lightweight backpacks of
their own. Day packs accounted
for half of JanSport's sales in 1985,
and by 2015 the company was
reportedly selling 8 million back-
packs a year.

The oldest of three brothers,
Murray John Pletz was born in
Shoreline, a Seattle suburb, on
July 13, 1944, His mother made oil
paintings and watercolors, and his
father spent part of his free time
building a miniature hydroplane
boat that Murray raced on Lake

Washington.

Mr. MeCory traced his love of the
outdoors to childhood summers
spent at his grandparents’ cabin
on Lake Cavanaugh, and to years
he spent in the Boy Scouts. By
1970, he was working on JanSport
full time, after graduating from
the University of Washington with
a bachelor’s degree in industrial
design

Starting out. he and his wife also
ran an antique business called
Pokeweed, which they closed
down — keeping the antigues for
themselves — as orders grew for
JanSport backpacks. The company
remained a family business after
the birth of their first child, Heidi,
who was brought to the office in
a travel bed and watched over by
Mr. McCory s mother, who did the
bookkeeping

While the company was initially
known for its aluminum-frame
backpacks, it found increasing suce-
cess in the early 1970s after man-
ufacturing a free-standing dome
tent. Designed by Mr. McCory. the
tent was modeled after an igloo
and inspired by a ¢cross-countiry
ski trip in which his traditional
A-frame tent was ripped apart in
a snowstorm. A dome shape, he
concluded, was far more likely to
survive in those conditions.

“We tested on Rainder in variable
80-mph winds,” Mr. McCory told
Hackpacker magazine in 1973, A
wind tunnel just can't tell yvou what

your tent will do in a real wind.”

Although dome tents are now
a camping staple, the design was
never patented by JanSport. The
company had been sold in 1972
to the ski manufacturer K2, which
didn't want to pay for a patent,
according to Mr. McCory's family.
JanSport is now owned by VE. a
Denver-based apparel and foot-
wear company that also owns the
brands North Face, Timberland
and Vans.

Mr. McCory's marriage ended
in divorce in 1879. He changed his
surname around that time, coming
up with MeCory because he didn't
like the way Pletz sounded and
“"was feeling like a change was
necessary,” his davghter said. His
second marriage, to Becky Morris,
also ended in divoree.

In addition to his daughter, Heidi
Van Brost, survivors include a son
from his first marriage. Jeremy
MeCory: a stepson, Neal Bishop:
and five grandchildren.

Mr. MeCory left JanSport in the
early 1980s, amid an economic
downturn, and went on to design
outdoor appare] for brands includ-
ing Helly Hansen, while continuing
to hike and ride horses and motor-
cycles. Tired of the Seattle rain,
he moved east of the Cascades to
Tonasket, Wash., where he worked
as a grant writer and helped secure
funding for an Okanogan County
rail trail. ereating opportunities
for biking and hiking along the
Similkameen River.

*Throughout his life, he was
making sure that this gift of nature
was being preserved for the
furure,” his daughter said.

Elwood Edwards, voice
of AOLs “You've got mail’

By John Seewer

Associaied Press

Elwood Edwards, who voiced
America Online’s ever-present
“You've got mail” greeting, has
died, He was 74.

He died Tuesday at his home in
New Bern, N.C., said his daughter
Heather Edwards. The cause was
complications from a stroke late
last year, she said.

Mr. Edwards taped his AOL
greeting in 1989 into a recorder

while sitting in the living room of

his home. " You ve gol mail” became
a pop culture catchphrase in the
late 1990s and served as the title
of the 1998 Tom Hanks-Meg Hyan
film.

“He would still blush anytime
someone brought it up,” his daugh-
ter said. “He loved the attention.
but he never got used toit”

He was also the voice of AOL's
“Welcome,” “Goodbye,” and “File's
done” messages. He made $200
from the recordings.

He got the gig while working
al an independent TV station in
Washington. D.C. His second wife,
Karen, was a customer service
representative for the internet
provider that later became known
as AOL. She heard the company
was looking for someone 1o be the
voice of its software and suggested
her hushand.

“They were so impressed. they
didn’t have him go in a recording
booth,” his daughter said

While few people knew his face,
his voice was heard by millions of
people each day.

“For awhile, America Online was
keeping it a secret, making me a
man of mystery. But finally it was
released, and there you go,” Mr.
Edwards said in 1999,

He did appear on The Tonight
Show Starring Jimmy Fallon in 2015
to repeat the famous catchphrase,
smiling broadly and chuckling as
the studio audience cheered. He
also added his voice to an episode
of The Simpsons in 2000.

Mr. Edwards first worked in radio
and then moved into television. He
had a brief stint as a weatherman
and worked as an announcer. but
mostly he spent his time behind
the camera, Heather Edwards said.

“He would say. *| have a face for
radio,” she said, adding that her
dad “always had a ready smile any
time you'd see him.”

He later worked at WEKYC-TV
in Cleveland as a “graphies guru,
cameéra operator, and general jack-
of-alltrades.” the station said. Mr.
Edwards also did freelance voice
overwork lor radio and welevision
commercials.

Survivors include another
daughter, Sallie Edwards; grand-
doughter Abbie Edwards; and a
brother, Bill.

FuneralAnnouncements
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On November 7, 2024,

Cooper, loving husband, dﬂvutel:l
father, and friend passed away
at age #8. He was born on June
16th, 1936, to Morris and Esther
Cooper in West Phila. Don
attended West Phila. High Schoaol
where he met his beautiful and
his love Judy Goldfarb. Don
and Judy formed a successful
Latin dance team that taught
and performed in the Phila. area
at weddings, Bar Mitzvahs, and
clubs. They also performed at
many of the famous resorts in
the Catskills. Don continued
hiz education at Temple Univ.
School of Pharmacy. Soon after
groduation, he and Judy were
married in 1958 They were
married for 58 years until June
16th, 2017, when Judy passed

away. Don had a successful
career in Pharmacy starting
with Burlington Pharmacy in

MNJ. He later was asked by then
Frankford Hospital to build 2
pharmacies at their campuses. He
became Director of Outpatient
Pharmacy and crested a new
type of specialty pharmacy.
The businezs was 3sold o
Priority Healthcare (a NASDAQ
company ) and Don became a vice
president until his retirement in
2003. After Judy's passing, Don
Iater met Susan Luper in Florida
and found a happy life in Boynton
Beach, FlL. Warwick, PA, and
Margate, NJ. He 15 survived by
Susan and his loving daughter,
Liza. Relatives and friends are
invited to Funeral Services
Sunday 11:45 AM. precisely at
GOLDSTEINS' ROSENBERG'S
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
SUBURBAN NORTH, 310 2nd
Street Pike, Southampion. Int.
Foosevelt Memorial Park. Please
make any contributions to the
Penn Foundation, 807 Lawn Ave.,
sellersville, PA 18960, www.
pennfoundation.org.
www.goldstemnsfuneral.com
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Movember 7, 2024 of Cherry Hill,
NJ. Husband of Nancy D. Gold,
Esq. Father of David (Melissa)
(raronrik and Sarah (Justin)
Ross. Grandfather of Foster
(raronzik, Carson Garonzik,
Lyla Ross and Theodora Ross.
Brother of Elan Garonzik {Steve
Palmer) and Ronnde (Shuli)
(raronzik. Relatives and friends
are invited Sunday, November
10th, beginning 11:30 A.M. to
PLATT MEMORIAL CHAPELS,
Inc. 2001 Berlin Rd., Cherry
Hill, NJ where Funeral Services
will begin promptly at 12:00
noon. Coniributions may be
made to Samaritan Healthcare &
Hospice, www.samaritann].org
or the Lustgarten Pancreatic
Cancer Research, WWW,
lustgarten.org or JNF, www. jnrf.

Hall
Cherry Hill, NJ » 800-262-9442
S. ROSEANN QUINN,
SSJ

Formerly 5. Joan Rosaire, on
Dctober 21, 2024, at the age of
E3. She is preceded in death by
her parents, John and Catherine
(nee Riley) Quinn, her brothers
Leonard, James, and Timothy
Quinn and her sisters Anastasia
Sillett, Susan Dawson, and
Cathy Hazzard. She is survived
by her brothers Michael, Kevin,
Dennis, Philip, and Sean QJuinn
and her sisters Mary Ellen
Brown, Regina Igo, and Anne
Vanneman, nieces, nephews, and
members of her Congregation,
the Sisters of Saint Joseph
Visitation by relatives and
friends will begin at 9:30 AM.
on Monday, November 11th at
Saint Joseph Villa in Flourtown.
A Funeral Mass will follow at
10:30 AM. Services will be
live-streamed from the Saint
Joseph Villa website www
stjosephvillaorg. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made
in Sister’s name to Saint Joseph
Villa. 110 W Wissghickon
Ave., Flourtown, PA 19031.
Condolences may be shared at
www.kollerfuneralhome.com

osenberg’s

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

GoldsteinsFuneral.com
215-927-5800 . Bnn-azz 6410

Hor daal and hard of haarmng 267

JT-424.3 | Sorenss

Goldsteins’ Rosenberg's
Funeral Directors
Eileen Norman Perice, Supervisor

Goldsteins’ Rosenberg's
Funeral Directors Ambler
Robert Weinstein, Supervisor

Goldsteins’ Rosenberg’s

Goldsteins’ Rosenberg's
Funeral Directors Suburban North
Bruce Goldstein, Supervisor

Goldsteins’ Rosenberg's

Funeral Directors Conshohocken
Brett Schwartz, Supervisor

Funeral Directors Atlantic County

Stephen Collins, NI Mgr. Lic No. 3355
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Trump won. I'm packing my cape
and leaving the fight to others

By Elizabeth Wellington
CiafF i nlnminici

he election of Donald
J. Trump as the 47th
president of the
United States hurt
my soil.
| thought Ame:
10 WaAS Serious
about her ideals.
She's not, | thought
she learned her
lesson after Trump
was elected in 2016, She didn't

A MeEriea r'l;'r._'|1_'|.'| :_'-._1 a cony '.I_'[I_'-._E
felon. America reelected a man
who urged his supporters to
bum-rush the Capitol. America
reelected a man who promised o
SeeK revenge against those who
opposed him. America voted a sex
offender into its highest office

America doesn 't Care. 5o now,
neither do 1.

I'm folding up my Superwoman
cape. I'm putting it away and tuck-
ing it into my hope chest. I can't
worTy about America anymore.
| can’t help save the demoeracy
Democracy made its choice. And
it wasn t for the good of all of her
people

It was in service of one man.

A lot of you are happy. Pennsyl
vania picked Trump. He received
more statewide votes than any
Hepublican candidate in history,
a performance fueled by work-
ing-class voters including major
ity-Latino communities and Rust
Belt areas. One out of five Phila
delphians voted for Trump. Pock
ethooks matter more than mean.
violent rhetorie. C p food mat
ters more than felonies. Lower gas
prices matter more than women's
reproductive rights

Fascism matters more than

democracy

Vice President Kamala Harris and President Joe Biden at a campaign event Sept. 2 in Pittsburgh. Joff Swen

What about souls? What about
the soul of Ameriea’?

Despite all thar Black women
have endured at the hands of this
COuntry enslavement, rape,
uneéqual wages, and maternal
health disparities, just to name a
few — we thought goodness had
a shot. We rallied behind Kamala
Harris. We believed she could win.
We thought the best of America
would prevail

How could it not? Trump was
impeached twice. He treated
COVID-19 like it was a harmless
cold. Harris, a district attorney,
Calitornia senator, and the vige
president of the United States,
was qualihed. She embodied what
it meant to be a true, hardworking
American

she had an annoying laugh. He
had 34 felony counts

America’s moral compass would
win. It fad toowin.

[t didn't. [ts over:

America made up its mind. Time
o setthe in for another uwmulinous
four years

All of us Black women and
white women, gay and straight, old
and young — who really believed
in the power of democracy, the
good of America, the hope of her
furure, all of us who believed that
America couldn't — orwouldn't
make the same fool-headed deci
sion again, should sit back. pour
a glass of wine, watch o Hallmark
movie, and let this drama play
itself out.

'his 1s not our problem. This is
who America is. This is who she
wants to be

| pray hotheaded Imump doesnt
start World War I1L I pray his wild

economic policies that include
not |Mxing overtume and nps and
slapping tariffs on goods made in
China don't sink us into an eco-
nomic depression rivaling the
19305,

It's out of my hands now. |

accept it. This is what radical

acceptance is — the ability to

accept things outside of my con

ol without judging them in order

to reduce suffering. It is what it is

In her concession speech,
Harris asked her supporters to
accept the results of the election.
| do. She promised that the light
will remain if we don't give up and
keep ighting.

I won't give up. 1'll keep highting
But not now, not for this America

My light has been dimmed. IF 1
want o see it shine bright again, |
must take care ol myself.

Lid

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER ¢

I'm turming my energy inward.
Don't ask me to rant and rally.
Don't ask me 1o picker. Take vour
pussy hat back.
I don't care if von don't think
Black lives matter. I know they do
wreserving my Black life. I'm
in my Black job
pggest that all of us — espe-
cinlly Black women — do the same.
Girl, meditate, STart your business,
write your book, stop putting your
dreams on hold. America doesn't
want our help. Let her work this
mess out on her own
We no longer have a choice
We can only follow our dreams.
Put ourselves first. And put our
CAPEes away

ewellington(@inquirer.com
215-854-2704

W cwellingtonphi
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The scorching hot chicken scene
In Philly 1s showing no sign of a chill

By Michael Klein
Soafl Writer

To see a food trend on fire, head to
Northeast Philadelphia and drive
west on Cottman Avenue from
Roosevelt Boulevard.

It’s home to what may be the
city’s highest concentration of hot
chicken shops per square mile.

This chicken alley starts just
beyvond a gas station on the edge
of Roosevelt Mall's parking lot,
where you'll see a former shipping
container painted flaming red
with “Asad’s Hot Chicken” in huge
white letters. There will be a line
of people at the window — there's
always a line outside Asad's, a local
chain.

Continue a few blocks. and
more shops come into view. Next
to the library on the left is a new
building advertising Hot Clucks,
another local chain. On the next
block is vet another local, Nanu's.
Also on that block are the nation-
ally known Popeyes, Tex's Chicken
& Burgers, and Jollibee. Ten min-
utes away on Frankford Avenue is
a new UK Hot Chicken, an offshoot
of local restaurants in Olney and
South Philadelphia. A block from
OK. national chain Hangry Joes is
planning its sixth location in the
region.

Fried chicken sandwiches are
not new to Philadelphia. We've had
twice-fried Korean chicken for ar
least a decade. and they formed the
basis of Federal Donuts & Chicken.
Southern-style sandwiches began
a national surge in 2020 when
Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen rolled
them out. and the trend heated up
during the takeout and delivery
spike that defined the pandemic.

Today's popular poultry product
is hot chicken — specifically, sand-
wiches styled after Nashville hot
chicken.

The national leader, the
fast-growing Dave’s Hot Chicken,
has surpassed 200 locations in
the United States and Middle East
since opening in 2017 in an East
Los Angeles parking lot. Its first
Philadelphia store, the first of four
so tar in the region, opened earlier
this vear.

Locally, the trend can be traced
to summer 2022, when Asad Khan,
a then-23-vear-old clothing manu-
facturer who enjoyed hot chicken
during a trip to California. opened
his first takeout at Cottman and
the Boulevard. He signed on with
third-party delivery services, fired
up his social media, and watched
the lines grow outside Asad’s Hot
Chicken. which now has 10 loca-
tions in Pennsylvania and South
Jersey.

Then came the competitors,
notahly Nanu's, which opened last
vear and now has nine locations
in the region, and Hot Clucks,
which opened its first shop in

Al *
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Pennsylvania and South Jersey. Michae! Klein / Staff

Germantown last vear.

The homegrown companies
like Asad’s, Nanu's, OK. and OMG
(another upstart) are scaling as
they grow, relying on exiended
families for efficient labor. set-
ting up commissaries, and buying
chicken — whose prices have mod-
erated alter a few spikes — in bulk.

Khan, of Asad’s, said he was
unsure exactly why hot chicken
sandwiches took off around Cott-
man and the Boulevard. “People
thought [hot ehicken] was a trend,
I guess, and started opening them.”
he said, suggesting a chicken-and
gy scenario.

One theory, supported by OK
owner Berry The, is that the local
chains, which all serve halal hot
chicken, are catering to a growing
Muslim population in lower North-
east Philadelphia.

“When I made the recipe, |
wanted 1o make it for everyone,
not just one group.” said Khan. who
grew up nearby.

Asad's, with its 203,000 follow-
ers on Instagram, seems to be the
destination that the local new
comers are looking to emulate.
Other shops have followed Asad’s
lead by giving away sandwiches at
their grand openings and courting
influencers.

Where did hot chicken
start?

Nashville has been the home of hot
chicken since a Depression-era
lothario named Thornton Prince
reportedly woke one morning to
a plate of fried chicken prepared
extra-spicy as punishment by a
jealous lover. Her move backfired,
as Prince enjoyed the heat so much

that he ereated a restaurant, which
great niece Andre Prince Jeffries
now runs throughout the South as
Prince’s Hot Chicken Shack

In its original form, Nashville
hot chicken is cut-up chicken,
brined in pickle juice and butter-
milk, dredged in seasoned flour,
fried in lard. and mopped with a
glaze of butter, salt, and spices.
It's served with pickle slices atop
pieces of white bread. alongside
plenty of napkins.

Today’s hot chicken
sandwiches

Most of today’s “Nashville hot™ out-
lets build their menus around spicy
boneless breasts and tenders, (ried
in vegetable oil. served with pick-
les on a brioche or potato roll, with
a pinkish, mayo-based sauce and
usually a rich, cooling slaw.

For the most part, the sand-
wiches are similar, despite their
unigue spice blends. OK's sand
wich, for instance, calls to mind
just a hint of sambal. the chile
paste from Indonesia — which is
where OK's owners are from.

All the shops offer chicken
amped by spice levels whose
scales top out as “scorchin™ (at
Asad’s), “insane hot" (at OK),
“reaper” (at Nanu's), and “unbe-
lievable™ (at Hot Cluck’s), plus [ries,
sides. sweet drinks and smoothies,
and desserts.

The region’s flock also includes
one-offs such as Red Rooster Hot
Chicken in Warminster. The field
is getting more erowded by the
day. and brands are scaling and
expanding. seemingly overnight.
OK is expanding into University
City and Bensalem. Fire Nashville

lHntCH:kinmwhlﬂD tinnl-in

Hot Chicken, which opened in West
Chester in 2022, now serves parts
ol Philadelphia through a ghost
kitchen at 3300 Fairmount Ave. in
West Philadelphia. Captain's Hot
Chicken. also known as Doctor
Hot Chicken. took off in Olney
and is now open in Fishtown and
is headed next to Bensalem. [DK
Smash Burgerz & Nashville Hot
Chicken, which opened several
months ago in Old City. is teeing
up locations in North and South
Philadelphia

At Nanu's, Ikram Rashid and
his brothers were running halal
{ood carts when they decided 1o
jump on the hot chicken trend last
vear. Hashid said he developed the
recipe in his commissary kitchen
and enlisted friends and family
members to get involved in the
business. They opened on Cottman
Avenue, down the street from the
original Asad's. “Thank God people
liked ir.” Rashid said. *We were just
like, ‘Let’s go for it.™ They have at
least three more locations on the
wiy.

Rashid says that his motivation
i5 his sibling Adan, nicknamed
Nanu, the yvoungest of the four
brothers. He has Down syndrome,
and "our parents were always
worried about him.” Rashid said.
“They'd say, “What's going to
happen to him when he grows up
and we are not alive?™ Rashid said.
He and the other two brothers —
Imran and Haroon — decided to
set up the business to help sup-
port him. " They don't have 1o worry
about it.” Rashid said. “We got [his]
back™

mkleinf@inguirer.com
W phillvinsider

MOVIE REVIEW

Telling a ghost story in “The Piano Lesson’

By Lindsey Bahr

Associated Press

An heirloom piano takes on
immense significance for one
family in 1936 Pittsburgh in August
Wilson's The Piano Lesson. Gen-
erational ties also permeate the
film adaptation, in which Malcolm
Washington follows in his father
Denzel Washingron's foolsteps in
helping to bring the entirety of the
Pittsburgh Cycle — a series of 10
plays — to the screen.

Malcolm Washington did not
start from seratch in his accom-
plished feature hilmmaking debut.
He enlisted much of the cast
from the recent Broadway revival
with Samuel L. Jackson (Doaker
Charles), his brother, John David
Washington (Boy Willie), Ray
Fisher (Lymon). and Michael Potts
(Whining Boy). Berniece. played by
Danielle Brooks in the play, is now
beautifully portrayed by Danielle
Deadwyler. With such rich mate-
rial and a cast forwhom it's second
nature, it would be hard. one imag-
ines, to go wrong. Jackson's own
history with the play goes back 1o
its original run in 1987 when he
was Boy Willie.

It's not the simplest thing to
make a play feel cinematic, but
Malecolm Washington was up to the
task. His film opens up the world
of the Charles family beyond the
living room. In fact, this adapta-
tion. which Washington cowrote

Samuel L. Jackson in a scene from “The Piano Lesson.™ MNetflix

with Mudbound screenwriter Virgil
Williams, goes bevond Wilson's
text and shows us the past and the
origins of the intricately engraved
piano that's central to all the fuss.
It even opens on a big. action-filled
set piece in 1911, during which the
piano is stolen from a white fam-
ily's home. Another fleshes out
Doaker's monologue in which he
explains to the uninitiated, Fish-
er's Lymon, and the audience, the
tortured history of the thing. While
it might have been nice to keep the
camera on Jackson, such a great,
grounding presence throughout,
the good news is that he really
makes narration shine as well,
Wilson purists will certainly
have opinions on these artis-
tic choices, but they let the film
breathe a bit, offering some

respite from the living room with
the looming plano. And most of
the film stays right there. in 1936.
Boy Willie and Lymon descend
early one morning, uninvited, on
the Pittsburgh home of Berniece
and her uncle Doaker. It's a family
reunion with an agenda: They've
driven a truck full of watermel-
ons up north from Mississippi,
and Willie. Berniece’s younger
brother, wants to sell the water-
melons and then the piano. The
dusty old instrument represents
to him a chanee to let the past go
and start a fumre. With the money,
he wants to buy the land that his
enslaved ancestors worked. Ber-
niece has other ideas about the
piano, namely keeping it. It's a con-
nection to the past, not an anchor,
Besides, it might be haunted.

The Piano Lesson, in theaters
Friday and streaming on Netflix
on Nov. 22, isn't just a meditation
on family history. It's also a literal
ghost story, with creaks. spooks.
and shadows lurking when the
piano is disturbed. Deadwyler is
electric as Berniece, who bears the
brunt of the haunting, walking on
egrshells in her life, trying to care
for her young daughter and fend
off passes from men who assume
she can only be fulfilled with one
at her side. Now she must deal with
her somewhat manic brother who
might. Doaker wisely reminds,
actually, annoyingly, have a point.
Perhaps the film academy will
make up for their snub of her per-
formance in Till with this tum.

Regardless of vour familiarity
with Wilson's Pittsburgh Cyele,
The Piano Lesson is a worthwhile,
captivating, and moving watch
full of charismatic performers.
Talent isn't always genetic, but the
Washington family is putting in the
work to prove otherwise. And with
Fences, Ma Rainey's Black Botiom,
and now The Piano Lesson, theyre
making a mark with a bold and
ambitious project that is probably
long overdue. Only seven more to
2o
“The Piano Lesson” is rated PG-13
by the Motion Picture Association
Jor “strong language, violent con-
lent, some suggestive references,
and smoking.” Running time: 125
minutes, Three stars out of four:

ADVICL

Retiree’s
dream of
long hike
prompts
a half-joke
of divorce

By Carolyn Hax

Washington Post

Adapicd from an online discussion.

Question: ['d love 1o hike some-
thing long. five to six months, like
the Appalachian Trail someday
soon now that I'm retired, but my
wifie half-jokingly said she'd have 1o
divorce me, This bothers me.

Answer: 50 ... have vou said this
to her yet?

If your extended hike would
cause financial strain or add sig-
nificantly to her domestic work-
load. or you're suggesting it just
as she's dealing with a bunch of
other big stuff of her own, or if
vou're always the one to go off on
adventures while she handles the
boring work of stability, then she
has standing 1o object.

If she's just anticipating feeling
abandoned or worried about you —
in other words, if she’s making you
responsible for her feelings — then
she doesn’t have fair claim on your
sense of adventure. And potential
life and marital refresh.

This is why vou talk abourt it
instead of letting a half-wisecrack
become the last word.

Unless she was making a Mark
Sanford joke? In which case you
take her with you, for the comic
refief.

Re: Hike: What's wrong with not
wanting your spouse to leave for
six months? | would not want that,
whether it’s to hike the Appala-
chian Trail or for any other reason.
Not because of any chores or finan-
cial hardship, just because I don't
want to be away from my spouse
for six months. If my spouse were
planning that kind of solo trip, |
would absolutely have to rethink
a lot of things about my marriage,
including whether to stay in it.
What's wrong with that”

Answer: That to avoid losing
six months with this person, you'd
throw out your lifetime with this
person. It's some weird math.

Re: Hike: Certainly talk it
through with your wife, but it would
be hard not to take it personally if
my spouse were considering an
adventure that would separate us
for six months. I enjoy being with
my spouse, and if [ didn't have that
because of a choice, not a neces-
sity, then [ would definitely be sad
and hurt. Perhaps they can hnd a
good compromise for length or for
meeting up during the hike.

Answer: | see what you're saying
— but a full-trail hike is a quest,
which is not about wanting or not
wanting to be with a spouse for
X amount of time. Instead. it’s a
desire to test our limits. An entirely
different facet of being human.

If anything, the high quality of
the partnership at home can make
a quest more attractive or feel
more achievable.

Meeting points along the way
might be necessary for resupply.

Re: Hike: People in the military,
among other jobs, are away from
their spouses for six months all the
time. But they usually knew about
that going in.

Answer: True on both counts.
Though there can still be a lot
of space berween what we know
going in and where life takes us.
That should hit my understatement
quota for the month.

Re: Hike: My hushand is going to
Europe on sabbartical at my sugges-
ton for two months. I'll be alone
with the dogs for seven weeks of
that time. | can't wait. Of course,
we've been married for decades, so.

Answer: | don't know how he's
leaving the dogs for two months.

Char with Carolyn Hox online at
noon Fridays ar unrw.awashington
POSECITE

tellme{@washpost.com
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For bridge players, the recap of their life is an
“uugh'ta.biug:nphy.“ We should Eraua cone this or
that but, for reasons unknown, we didn’t.

At today's 3NT, South took the ace of clubs and
led a diamond, starting on dummy’s long suit. West
plh;_llzgd low, won the next diamond and continued
c 4

Declarer won and needed two dummy entries:
one to sef up the diamonds, one to return to cash
the winners. He tried leading the four of hearts to
the jack, but East took the queen and led a spade.
Since South couldnt bring in the diamonds, he took
only gight tricks: two spades, bwo hearts, a diamond

three clubs.

To make at least ANT, South leads the ten of
hearts at Trck Five. IFWest had the quean and
covered, South would have nine tricks; if West
fﬂ:r_yud low, South would let the ten ride. If East had

he gqueen and won, dummy’s ace and jack would
sarve as entries so South could use the diamonds.

We all have *1 shoulda™ moments. Nobody ever
3 played a perfect session. The aim is to learn from
your mistakes. HECTOR, AGE ONE....
2 "r‘uuh;t:l!d: 49 wBE52 ;AKE L 1Ddﬁlﬁ_i'_3.

our partner opens one spade, you respon -
he bids two hearts and you return to two spades.
Partner next bids three clubs. What do you say?

ANSWER: Pajl';lner' ha? tried for game
despite your weakish erence, and r
I\aﬁns :muimum.ﬂpdrﬁh contract - eﬁun g
clubs - might be best, but because have so
much strength in diamonds opposite partner's .
shortness, bid 3NT. That may be best if his hand is i &
KQ1083,AK103,2 A54. %
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CROSSWORD: “Universal Freestyle 148" by Jess Rucks

Soution Bomornow

CANDORVILLE

1 2 3 i 5 & 7 B g 1 |12 13
WHENE THE PIZZA IT WA 000, TOO.
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20 21 : 1 i .
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24 |28 _ : . g
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27 |28 |20 a0 : 1 i
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a0 a1 &0: WHAT \'ll I'M CURRENTLY anp wiaAT | LSTAND O\ [E| I THINK SHE FAKED THAT
- PO YOU P07 /| WORKING AS A 5 TRAT | A EI:IE‘?;[H? AN i} FOOP POISONING AS AN
. 4N, SHGN-5PINNER. \ EXACTLY? A SPIN A Sl 11 EXCUSE TO LEAVE.
43 44 - ol Y
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50 51 g I
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60 &1 +H AN
® ™ BLONDIE
Ancirews MoMeel Syndwation 1-9 | E'?EEVEE THIH‘H:#ﬂmEUT‘ SAID Ifm H"ﬁ gﬂg,f IWEJ_JE'E THE sﬂlﬁ:;. E:F{i
s e NG & <] UM T, i
ACROSS 46 Sacredemblem, 9 Yummy treats confirmed by #5"%5 -T:UE"', 14 E}F‘iﬁﬂ chvE? || AKE THE TRASH OUT | THAT 55 gr'-'lh ), MAN CAVE?
1 Greeting word fromthe Ojibwa 10 Potato peeler the U.5. L e o Faal F ) -.&?EEI.F : l-":hl_ "*__;.-:r —
6 Slimy mollusk 48 Insurer with a targets government H‘;—?ﬁ 'E:f - T f}h‘ =
10 Big gulp spokesduck 11 Questionposed 33 Reststopin the Tz e b o
14 Place tofind the 20 Origami bird after opening a desert i
most schoolson =1 Fooled luneh bax 35 “Super Maric | .",|-.
sarth? 52 First man in the 12 "No degree Bros.” console : S =
15 Colombian coin Bible needed for me 36 Hockey legend e m” 1 b i | g
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17 "Hmm, really?™ ""'“:“""' 13 Helium, e.g. 41 Archenemies
19 Cozy lodgings . 18 “Really” 42 Sword handles
20 Prescribed B0 Hepetitive disliked 44 D.C. WP MU]TS
amount - [F;"”‘"Eé"“a:hﬂd 23 Speech fillers 47 Stories '—|
21 Window B __.\.ars 25 Chancoes 49 _ asada fries ¥
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PEANUTS

HAVE 40U EVER HEARD
OF "CHIONOPHOBIA 7
IT'5 A FEAR OF
SNOW...

el iy e e T T Dy e e

OF SNOW 7

FEAR OF SMOW 7
HOW COULD ANYONME
PEVELOP A FEAR

s

I CAN SEE HOW IT
MIGHT HAPPEN...

CRABGRASS

——
[EPLOGUE 2]
Carla went on bo vigit
the Speclal BEducation
classroom avery day
Lo halp tutor ather
atudanta

anjoys rendl
pleasurse with

HKeavin retnalng &
consummate under-
achisvear Dut atlil
for
iles’

ﬁnc-::umg&m&ﬂ L.

Hall monitor kid still
gots o reapect,

=

SUOULD WE FORGET ABDUT
SENDING WEEN TD A LEARNING
CENTER ANP JUST TEACH WER

TEALHIN

TUE LEARMIMNG CEWTER (&
JUST G0ME TD EXPAND 0N
WHAT WERE ALEeAD™

& WEE,

[
11 e

sagis pmo—

i

I'm having a
problem logging
in to my phone ...

THE ALIEN IS
COMING THIS

The problem isn't your phone; it's

your face. You're

recognition doesn't work on you ...

s0 bland that facial

TS 15

NOU Knon) THE TVRE
OF MEN WHO ARE
TEACKING ANTONIO

DANGERRJS, Dipdh!

BE PREPAREP

. ¥
Tl |
AEA R E T C1a

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE

R A

POCTOR, SGME PEOPCE WERE
SATING YOU MIGHT NOT BE
MOST GUALIFIED PERSON TO HELP |
WITH MY PEPRESSION | SSUES.
Y SRR

ié-

T
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44
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COMMUNICATION e

NOMSENSE. TVE BEEN A MEDICAL
POSTOR FOR YEARS LET ME
GIVE YOU ONE OF THESE. ¥
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Hi, I'm Hevin. [l be
reminding you Why wou
decided nol Lo e

JUMBLE

Unscrambie these Jumblas,
one letter to each square,
1o form four ordinary words

PTZOA

| alwiays lowe dishes thal
make your mouth les
lilca 7w e Tirgd 1o iU's

Here's bo irying
something
P!

7 ™~ 7
ujzg h__/
PRVEI
Y
.

UNMFIF

YT
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THE CHEF WHO ENJOYED
USING SEASONINGS TO CLREATE

SWLEIY

BOLD FLAVORS HAD A —-

Gzl o2 g JUST JUMBLE aop - Folow us on Twilles @& Play Jumile

v

000
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Pe®9
M o
Jumbles
Answaar

Now arrange the circled letlers
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above carfoon

A A A A v
{Answers Monday)
PATIO SOouUPY HUMANE GEMDER

For the Jumble's play on words o make sense,
the creators need — GOOD “PUNMANSHIP*

=
\_/

Yesterday's

KING CLASSIC SUDOKU

8 7]2] Shmteron
9|7 4 iy
4 ?’ 6 3 from 1to B inclusively.
3| (9|1 |5]8 g
L4 5[1]f
| 7| [4[6] |9f5 |salsls2lrlale s
1 6 413 [es;sfsrnre
BEMERRICEY
@ |5 2[1|7 3[4|6[6 9
Dhffculiy; o e o e e 4 3/8l2 BI9|1|& T

7LITTLEWORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 cluss. The numbers in parentheses reprasent the
number of letters in each solutyon. Each letter combination can be wsed only onca,
but all latter combinations will ba necessary io complete the puzzle

Clues Solutions
12032 Olympics host (8)

2 Irish actor Paul (6)

3 “cup holder” (6)

4 writing right (11)

5 sell, informally (4)

6 pulling out with pincers (8)
7 South American tea (4)

0G IS EZ BR GRA ING NE
BA TWE  PHY ME TE ORT L
FL CER SCA MA
Friday's Answers: 1. TRIPOLI 2. MONARCHICAL 3. HOME

4. JACKSON 5. PINE 6. MERLIN 7. SWIFT

CRYPTOQUOTE

WDD GZJB DS HK ZPX JDW OLFLJC DHP

RPXZGK AXVZIHKX IX ZPX OLFLJC DHP

SXLPK. OXK APDIJ

TE:'.I:-rdu.:,":- Cr:pp{nqunln. | lowe the man thal can smile in trouble, thal aan H.uihr:r :1.r'r.=rlﬁ|!|‘1
from distress, and grow brave h:,r reflection, — Thomas Pamne

DENNIS e MENACE  FAMILY CIRCUS

[
=3 | %,

|f5|
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Lucas Kopecky played lacrosse for the Wildeats for four seasons, and

now is a wide receiver for the football team. Villanowva Athletics

Double the fun for
Villanova athlete

By Katie Lewis
Staff Writer

Four years ago. Lucas Kopecky
came to Villanova as a highly
touted lacrosse recruit who would
play for the Wildeats as a defensive
midfielder and faceoff specialist.

But this year, his graduate
season, Kopecky returned to Villa-
nova as a wide receiver on the foot
ball team.

During his lacrosse career.
Kopecky appeared in every game
for Villanova, and as a senior in
2024, he became a four-time Big
East all-academic team honoree.
Yer after a successlul four years
that ended in the Big East final,
Kopecky hadn't lost sight of his ini-
tial goal of plaving football for the
Wildcats.

Although Kopecky arrived at Vil-
lanova during the 2019-20 season
as a preferred walk-on for foothall,
he had been recruited by lacrosse
coach Mike Corrado to be a dedi-
cated lacrosse player. The football
and lacrosse schedules conthicted
because of the pandemic, so
Kopecky had to put football aside.

*1 still had a love [tor football]
my sophomore and junior year”
Kopecky said. “] wanted to play so
bad. In college. | always kept a ball
in my hands even when | wasn't on
the foothall team and threw when-
ever | had the chance”

Kopecky finally received an
opportunity to join the foothall
team as a graduate plaver this
season. So far, he has appeared in
SIX games, averaging 24.2 receiv-
ing vards per game and scoring two
touchdowns.

He's expected o be featured this
weekend when No. 13 Villanova
(7-2, 4-1 Coastal Athletic Associ-
ation) hosts North Carolina AET
(1-8, 0-5) at 1 p.m. (FloFootball)
in its continued push to the FCS
POSISEasOn.

At Montgomery High School in
Skillman, N1, Kopecky's time was
always split between football and
lacrosse. He led his lacrosse team
to a state championship and also
sel multiple school records as a
wide receiver on the football team.

Last season at Villanova,
Kopecky ended his lacrosse carcer
by scoring his only two goals of the
season in the Big East Tournament
after spending most of the season
as a faceoff specialist. Villanova
lost to Georgetown, 11-10, in the
championship game on May 4.

‘Anice graduation present’

As he linished lacrosse season,
joining the football team remained
a flickering possibility. Despite not
playing competitive football since
high school, Kopecky decided to
take a chance during his senior
year. He started talking again with
wide receivers coach Nate Pagan
about walking on for his fifth and
final vear of NCAA eligibility.

On May 17, the day of Villano-
va's commencement ceremony,
Kopecky got the call he had been
waiting for from head coach Mark
Ferrante. The coaches recognized
Kopecky's persistence and enthu-
siasm. He was invited to join the

team for offseason training on June
| — just two weeks later.

“Coach Ferrante solidified [my
spot on the team on] the day of my
graduation. which was awesome,”
Kopecky said. Tt was definitely
a nice graduation present. ['ve
always wanted to play football, and
now I'm here”

Accustomed to the endurance
level required of a defensive mid-
fielder in lacrosse, Kopecky started
transferring his agility and stamina
back 1o the foothall held.

“[Kopecky] could run for days,”
Ferrante said. “Obviously, munning
up and down the lacrosse field, he's
well-conditioned.”

However, adjusting to the spe-
cialized skills of a wide receiver
beyond learning the playbook
proved to be a different kind of
challenge. At hirst. Kopecky's goal
was to simply get on the field and
play without any expectations of
starting — or scoring touchdowns.

Kopecky credited much of his
development over the summer
to the support of his teammates,
especially fellow wide receiver
Kenyon Miles and graduate quar-
terback Connor Watkins.

“All my teammates are so open to
helping me. always giving me tips,
telling me what I'm doing wrong,
and I need that,” Kopecky said.
“One thing I love about Kenyon
is that he would always want to
se¢ me do well and push me to be
better. Without him, I wouldn't be
the player that | am”™

The intense training and team
camaraderie during camp helped
Kopecky shake off the high school
rust, progressing rom a summer
walk-on into a promising member
of the wideout rotation.

Quick adjustments

Kopecky is not the only player
making adjustments this season,
as he is one of several new mem-
bers of Villanova's offense. The
only returning starter among wide
receivers is junior Jaylan Sanchez.
who leads the Wildcats in receiv-
ing vards (363). Graduare transfer
Devin Smith is second (306), with
Kopecky third (146).

“1 think the biggest adjustment is
for Connor,” Kopecky said. *“We've
been doing a good job getting the
extra time watching fiilm with him,
getting the extra reps. Our chemis-
iry has definitely developed from
the beginning of the season.”

Kopecky didn't appear in the
first three games, but his role on
Villanova's offense has developed
since. He made his debut at Mary-
land on Sept. 21, when he had one
reception for® yards.

Ferrante took notice of
Kopecky's progress in the last few
games. Against New Hampshire on
Oect. 26, he caught a 25-yard touch-
down pass from Watkins in the end
zone on fourth down.

“[Kopecky] is starting (o get a
little more comfortable with the
program and what we're trying to
do,” Ferrante said recently. “It's
resulted in him getting on the held
maore for us. Sol think he's doing a
really nice job for us, and | think we
will start seeing more of him each
week”
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Poconos: Sunny much of the time Saturday.
High 47 to 52. Increasing clouds Saturday
night. Low 7 to 33,

Jersey Shore: Breezy Saturday moming;
otherwise, coaler with plenty of sunshine. High
i to 60,

Delaware: Sunmy to partly choudy and cooler
Saturday. High 57 o 61

Manasquan to Cape Henlopen: Wind from
the north at 7-14 knots Saturday. Seas 2 feet or
less. Visibility unrestricted.

Delaware Bay: Wind from the north-north-
west at T-H knots Saturday, Seas 1-3 feet.
Visibdity unrestricted.

Cape Henlopen to Va. Beach: Wind from
the north at 8-16 knots Saturday, Seas 3-5 feet.
Visihility generally clear.
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Phillies

-+ CONTINUED FROM 81

as [ sort of gradually get more and
more exposure, and ownership of
various processes on the business
gide, I'm excited to take on this
challenge”

Fuld. 42, has been Phillies GM
since 2020, and will oversee all
business operations departments
in his new role. Mattingly, 37,
joined the organization as director
of player development in 2021 and
was promoled (o assistant general
manager m 20:2:3.

*[Fuld] and [Marttingly] are
two really, really talented guys.”
Middleton said Friday. “['ve been
in baseball 30 years. Dave Dom-
browski has been in baseball
even longer than that, close to
40-plus vears. and he's remarkably

suceessful. He's wold me from the
beginning that these two are very
special guys. .. We've had people
asking, teams asking about these
guys for vears. ... We've put them in

a place, in a position where they're
never going o have o be going Lo
some other place for a promotion.”

Dombrowski's role as presi-
dent of baseball operations is not

changing. Fuld will continue 1o
be involved on the baseball oper
ations side, collaborating with
Dombrowski and Mattingly, while
his business responsibilities grow.
Fuld said the formal title transition
will not eccur until his graduation.
“It's a situation, as Sam transi-
tions more toward that time in the
business, it's great to have him still
working with us, and even as time
goes on, he's right down the hall-
way.” Dombrowski said. *So it's not
like we don't get a chance to siay
in contact, and also, with Preston,
allows him to continue to grow.”
The Phillies also promoted Luke
Murton o director of player devel-
opment. and Edwar Gonzalez to
director of hitting development.
Murton worked with Mattingly in

scouting roles in the Padres orga-
nization and was brought over to
the Phillies in 2022 as director of
hitting development. As a player,
Murton spent five seasons in the
Yankees' minor league system. He
graduated from Georgia Tech in
2018,

“l think [Murion] has a very
unique skill set, his ability to con-
nect with staff, but also connect
with players,” Mattingly said. °..
He's worked on the hitting side
the last couple years — we've
seen tremendous growth there —
and I think he's well-equipped to
take over the entire minor league
organization.”

Imarch{@ingnirer.com
W lochlahn =
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