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Suicide charge on 
lady constables 

Team Herald

PANJIM: The Crime Branch 
of Goa Police have booked 
two lady constables for al-
leged mental harassment 
and abetment to suicide of 
22-year-old police constable.

According to police, the 
accused have been identi-fied as Priti Chawan (23) and Taniksha Chawan (21). Both are attached to Agasaim Police Station. 

To win the polls, a candidate needs 270 of total electoral college votes
PTI, WASHINGTON: The electoral battle between Vice President Kamala 
Harris and former pres-
ident Donald Trump ap-
pears to have gone to the wire, according to latest opinion polls.

Harris, 60, is the nom-
inee of the Democratic Party and Trump, 78, is the Republican nominee. Their party members and 

support bases are unit-ed with their respective 
parties, and independent votes might decide who 

would be the next occu-pant of the White House.To win the elec-
tions, a candidate needs 

270 of the electoral  college votes. 

Trump vs Harris goes down to the wire

The poll shows Harris getting 
support from 49 per cent of 

registered voters in a head-to-head 
matchup, while Trump gets an identical 
49 per cent. Just two percent of voters 
say they’re unsure about the choice

– NBC News

The polls show them (Trump & Harris) 
locked in close races in Michigan, 

Georgia and Pennsylvania. But the results 
in all seven states are within the margin of 
sampling error, meaning neither candidate 
has a definitive lead in any of them 

– The New York Times

Cont on Pg 12 >>Cont on Pg 5 >>

PTI, KOLKA-
TA: Eighty-sev-en days after the body of a woman med-ic was found at State-run RG Kar Med-ical College 
and Hospital, a Kolkata court on Monday 
framed charges against the 
prime accused, Sanjay Roy.The court announced that day-to-day trial in the case would 

commence from November 11.Roy has been booked under Section 64 of the Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita (rape), Section 66 (punishment for causing death 
or resulting in a persistent veg-etative state) and 103 (punish-ment for murder).

KOLKATA MEDIC RAPE & 
MURDER: Court frames charges 

against prime accused
Accused Sanjay Roy says he is innocent, accuses 

State govt of framing him in the case

Cont on Pg 12 >>

Such claims of an accused 
should not be ignored and 

call for an investigation. We have 
been saying that such a crime is 
not possible by a single person. 
It’s a collective crime

– Adhir Chowdhury, ex-West 
Bengal State Congress president

I have done nothing. I 
have been framed in this 

rape-murder case. Nobody is 
listening to me. The government 
is framing me and threatening 
me not to open my mouth 

– Sanjay Roy, prime accused  
in the case

What is the electoral college?
It’s a body tasked with the task 
of choosing the President. Voters 
from each State cast ballots to 
elect electoral college members, 
who then vote for the President. 
The electoral college has a total 
of 538 members and a candidate 
needs at least 270 electoral  
votes to win.

How are the states represented  
on the electoral college?
The number of electors that each 
State has in the electoral college de-
pends on a State’s population and is 
a function of its number of members 
in Congress — both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate.

How does the Electoral  
College work?
Usually, the candidate who gets 
the most votes in a state, gets all its 
electoral votes – even if a candidate 
wins by one per cent, they win cent 
per cent of the state’s electoral votes. 
Parties nominate their would-be 
electors in a State in the months 
leading up to the elections. The party 
that wins a State goes on to become 
electors from that State in the elec-
toral college.
How is the President then elected?
The electors will meet in December 
and go by the will of their citizens to 
vote for the candidate who won the 
popular vote in their State. If an elec-
tor votes against the citizens’ choice, 

they are called faithless electors, and 
some States have provisions to pros-
ecute them. For example, in the 2016 
elections, there were seven ‘faithless’ 
electors though they didn’t affect the 
final outcome.
What happens if there is a tie?
This has happened only twice, in 
1800 and 1824., and is highly unlikely 
now. In case that happens, Article 2 
of the US Constitution and the 12th 
Amendment, it is the House of Rep-
resentatives where the newly elected 
435 members are sworn in and vote 
on who becomes President. Each state 
gets only one vote and the winning 
party from the State gets to poll that 
vote and the candidate that garners 
26 votes is declared President.

The US Presidential election is different from the 
Indian parliamentary election as the US has a  

system of indirect universal suffrage. Unlike in India, 
Americans vote to choose members of the electoral 

college, who then elect the President

TRUMP VS HARRIS: THE US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION EXPLAINED

HERALD DECODES THE WORDPLAY: LEGAL 
OPINION CAN TAKE EVEN UP TO NOV 17

No legal opinion for close to 40 days after 
the show cause reply and no movement 

for 58 days since the notice issued

SARPANCH DERRICK VALES SAID:
I expect the two advocates – Amey 
Prabhudesai and Zelar D’Costa - to 
give their advice by this week or the 
maximum by the next. They will not 
take more time
HERALD ASKS: Let's look at hard 
dates. “Next week” begins on No-
vember 11, and Ends on November 
17. So technically the legal opinion 
can come by November 17

HERALD ANALYSES: 
Sept 30: The show cause notice was 
issued by the panchayat to Parmesh 
Construction Company Ltd)

Oct 7/Oct 9:  The reply from Bhutani 
(Parmesh Construction Company 
Ltd) was filed on Oct 7 and in-ward-
ed by the Panchayat on Oct 9  

If Sarpanch Vales honours even his 
elastic and ambiguous “next week” 
deadline, then it can stretch even to 
November 17, which is the end of “next week”. It will then 
still be about 40 days, since the showcase reply and no 
movement for 58 days since the notice issued

HERALD ASKS:  If this doesn’t amount to giving unusual 
and endless time to decide on the showcause reply, then 
what is?

AUGUSTO RODRIGUES

GONCOI, SANCOALE: The wait for legal advice sought by the Sancoale Panchayat on the Bhutani 
project seems to be like 
‘Waiting for Godot’, a re-nowned play by Irish play-wright Samuel Beckett, where the two characters keep waiting for a third, Godot, throughout the play but Godot never arrives. 

Bhutani case: The 
curious case of the 

‘awaited’ legal opinion
Sancoale panchayat and Goa Govt have tossed 

the legal opinion theory, but where is it and 
how long will it take to decide on Bhutani's 
reply to the show cause notice on why their 

construction shouldn’t stop?

First, there needs to 
be a resolution asking 

for opinion from two 
judges or the Advocate 
General. There is none  
and hence, any advice 
will have no standing. It 
is obvious they hope time 
will silence people

– Tulshidas Naik, 
Sancoale Panch 

We fought together in 
2008 when a project 

was supposed to come 
up when Premanand was 
sarpanch & we won the 
case. We will continue  
this fight

– Roselyn Borges

Oct 9: Sancoale 
Panchayat inwards 
the reply, dated 
October 7 from 
Parmesh Construction 
Company Ltd to the 
show cause notice 
issued by the Sancoale 
Panchayat regarding 
the construction license 
issued to the company

Cont on Pg 5 >>

Team Herald

MARGAO: Citizens facing FIRs for protesting against Subhash Velingkar’s de-

rogatory comments over St Francis Xavier in Mar-
gao, have accused the Goa 

government and police 
of double standards and 
selective targeting after 
being charged for block-
ing traffic to demand the Velingkar’s arrest. They have also demand-ed immediate withdraw-al of the FIRs registered 
against them for their role 
in the mega street protests 

held in Margao last month.They also pointed out that while Velingkar faced only one charge for his de-rogatory remarks against St Francis Xavier, the selective 
lot of protestors are facing 
seven charges from the Fa-torda Police. 

Velingkar protesters cry foul 
over selective FIRs on them

Demand immediate withdrawal of the FIRs registered 
against them for their role in the mega street 

protests held in Margao last month

Cont on Pg 5 >>

SUBHASH VELINGKAR 
SFX COMMENTS

Team Herald

PONDA: From cheating to abetting suicide – the web 
of crimes that cash-for-jobs queen-pin Pooja Naik spun has now trapped her even further. Shruti Shridhar Kerkar alias Satarkar, the wife of government em-ployee Shridhar Satarkar, who allegedly died by sui-
cide after being summoned by Mardol police twice in 
the case, lodged a complaint on Monday against Pooja for abetment of suicide.  

The complaint lodged at the Mardol police station, alleges that Pooja had col-lected money from various people through Shridhar un-der the pretext of providing government jobs. But Naik allegedly failed to provide 
the jobs or return the mon-ey, leading to harassment, 
cheating and mental torture for her husband, which final-ly drove him to take his own 

life, Shridhar’s wife Shruti said in her complaint.Shridhar, a resident of Nallem-Keri, Ponda, was working as a multi-task-

ing staff in the Goa State Scheduled Caste and OBC Development Corporation. His decomposed body was 
found hanging from a tree 

in the jungle near the road-side at Cuncoliem, Mardol, on Saturday. 

Cash-for-jobs queen-pin faces 
suicide abetment charge

More crimes catch up with Pooja Naik; wife of govt employee, 
who was Pooja’s ‘accomplice’ and died by suicide, says 

harassment and mental torture pushed him over the edge

Cont on Pg 5 >>

WOMAN JOB SCAMMER HELD  
FROM MAHARASHTRA

BICHOLIM: The Bicholim 
Police have arrested a 
woman from Maharashtra 
for allegedly duping people 
to the tune of Rs 20 lakh 
on the pretext of giving 
them jobs in Railways. 
Preliminary investigations 
reveal she may have duped 
several others with job 
assurances and collected a 
sum of Rs 1 crore or more.

According to Bicholim 
SDPO Jivba Dalvi, Priya 

Ajay Yadav and her ac-
complice, police constable 
Rohan Rajendra Venji, 
allegedly took the money 
from Lakshmi Dalwai, who 
lives in Bicholim and is a 
native of North Belgaum, 
Karnataka. Dalvi filed the 
complaint on August 22.

According to Dalvi, Priya 
had told the complainant 
that she had a plot near 
Kolhapur railway station.

TWO MORE ARRESTS IN USGAO JOB SCAM
PONDA: With Pooja Naik’s 
arrest, more such cash-for-
jobs skeletons are tumbling 
out of the closet. The 
Ponda Police on Monday 
nabbed one of the key 
figures of the cash-for-jobs 
scam reported from Usgao. 
Deepashree Sawant alias 
Gauns, a resident of 
Marcel, was on the run 
and police had issued a 
lookout notice for her. 
She was arrested after she 
returned from Belagavi.

Along with her, police 
also re-arrested Indian 
Reserve Battalion (IRB) 
constable Sagar Suresh 
Naik, who had been ar-
rested first on October 27 
but released on condi-
tional bail three days 
later. Naik has allegedly 
cheated Usgao-based 
Trupti Rudresh Prabhu of 
Rs 15 lakh on the pretext 
of providing a govern-
ment school teacher job. 

Cont on Pg 5 >>Cont on Pg 5 >>

Maharashtra DGP  
transferred

PTI, MUMBAI: The Elec-tion Commission of India 
has ordered the immedi-ate transfer of the Maha-
rashtra Director General of Police (DGP) Rashmi Shulka and ordered the Maharashtra Chief Secre-tary to hand over her re-sponsibilities to the next senior-most IPS officer in the cadre.Additionally, the Chief Secretary has been directed 
to submit a panel of three IPS officers for the appoint-ment of the new DGP by 1 PM on November 5, 2024, according to sources.Earlier, Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Ku-mar had warned officials during review meetings 
and the announcement of Assembly elections in the State to be impartial and fair.
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FILM FEST PREPS

Workers busy preparing décor for the upcoming International Film Festival of India 2024 at the 
INOX courtyard at Campal, Panjim, on Monday

SAGUN GAWADE

Team Herald

MARGAO: Criticising the 
government for the unjusti-fied steep hike in land rates notified for assessment of stamp duty during the purchase of land in Tiswa-di, Salcete and Mormugao, Goa Pradesh Congress Par-ty (GPCC) charged that this notification was a direct at-tempt to keep Goans away from purchasing land and demanded the immediate rollback/de-notification of the new rates.South Goa Congress pres-ident Savio D’Silva charged that the government is making it more convenient for outsiders to purchase 

land in Goa, and that’s how the non-Goan builder lob-by is taking over Goan land and destroying Goa.GPCC’s Moreno Rebello said there are many are-as where the poor people couldn’t afford to pay stamp duty at old rates even when land was given free to them 

by landlords. They stand doomed with the present hike he added.Another member Savio Coutinho warned the gov-ernment that if it fails to de-notify the rates within 15 days, then people would protest on the streets.The Congress called upon 

all Goans to rise up and op-pose the government’s move.“The government through this notification is only testing public reac-tion by making these mon-strous rates applicable only to three talukas of Tiswadi, Salcete and Mormugao. But soon fresh notifications will 

come up, making similar rates applicable to other talukas as well,” Coutinho cautioned.He explained that this huge hike in rates doesn’t limit the burden only with respect to the basic rate of stamp duty, but with the sub-stantial increase in the land value, the stamp duty rate applicable gets pushed to a higher rate from 3% to 4.5%.And considering the oth-
er outgoings in the form of registration fees, land con-version fees, construction licence/cess, infrastructure fees, etc, a person plan-ning to build a house has to spend Rs 10-12 lakh well in advance.

Team Herald

MARGAO: A day after O Heral-do highlighted the sorry state of affairs at Cutbona fishing jetty, Chief Minister Pramod Sawant visited the spot on Monday to inaugurate the newly revitalised 226-metre portion of the jetty and said that he was pleased with the transformation.The O Heraldo report, how-ever, had revealed how open defecation in the area was still a problem, and farmers were fac-ing difficulties cultivating their fields due to the stench. A cholera outbreak had claimed four lives and revealed the dire conditions at the jetty back in September.Sawant, who had visited the jetty during the medical crisis, said on Monday, “When I visited during the cholera outbreak, the state of the jetty was alarming. Today, I am pleased to see the transformation,” he remarked, while also promising dedicat-ed berthing facilities at the jet-

ty. Fisheries Minister Nilkanth Halarnkar and Environment Minister Aleixo Sequeira were also present and highlighted the infrastructural upgrades for the fishing industry.The jetty was cluttered with scrap and unused vessels back in September, but all of it had been cleared by Monday. “Work on the jetty was completed over three years ago, but the jetty was misused in a big way. People have the habit of misusing public infra-structure,” Sawant noted.The CM also announced that going forward, all crew employed on fishing boats will be required to possess health cards and un-dergo police verification before venturing out to sea. Further-more, he mandated that all new fishing boats must be equipped with crucial sanitation amenities, including onboard toilets.“We have to make health cards before venturing out into the sea in order to get the insurance. The workers need to be medically fit. They should undergo police  verification. All the new fishing boats should have compulso-ry toilets onboard the vessel,” Sawant stressed.

Team Herald

MARGAO:  Tensions con-tinue to simmer in Cavelos-sim following the heated gram sabha that took place on Sunday, over the illegal road issue at the property belonging to cricketer Aas-hish Nehra as well as the sand bangs issue on a small portion of Mobor beach.While the debate over what type of development is wanted in the village continues between the op-posing groups, there were counter exchanges be-tween Benaulim MLA Ven-zy Viegas and Cavelossim Sarpanch Dixon Vaz.The MLA asserted that the Cavelossim Village Panchayat had not done 

enough in regard to the road issue.Viegas also questioned the action taken by the panchayat in giving a fine to the owners, which he said did not address the issue of sand dune destruction.  The MLA also recalled that the panchayat had asked 
the government to inter-vene with the sand erosion issue and is now criticising the sand bags placed there as an anti-erosion measure, to create a diversion.However, Vaz rejected the charges and said the shod-dy state of the sand bags at Mobor, directly speaks about how badly the situa-tion has been managed.The Sarpanch added that he had asked for an-

ti-erosion measures right from the starting point of the beach and not for one small portion where the sand bags were placed fol-lowing a work order issued by the Water Resources Department (WRD). It may be recalled that Vaz had asked WRD to initiate action against the contractor.The Sarpanch further said he had documents to prove that the MLA had pushed for the use of sand bags at the site and the panchayat was not intimat-ed about this measure.Regarding the ruckus at the gram sabha and recent developments, the Sar-panch questioned the in-tention in creating a divide amongst the local villagers.

Team Herald

MARGAO: Voicing their opposition to the ongoing national highway ex-pansion plan, Chinchinim villagers on Monday appealed to Chief Min-ister Pramod Sawant to instruct the Public Works Department (PWD) and National Highway authorities to construct a bypass road instead of a flyover on the NH66 stretch at Dandeavaddo.The delegation led by sarpanch Frank Viegas met the CM and Velim MLA Cruz Silva after the new jetty inauguration at Cutbona.They explained to the CM how a flyover would not effectively  address the issue of traffic conges-tion in the area. Instead, the orig-inal alignment of a bypass road would better serve the purpose of decongestion.The villagers also raised the long-pending issue of constructing 

the Chinchinim Panchayat Ghar on land acquired over a decade-and-a-half ago.Acknowledging the concerns raised by the Chinchinim delega-tion, the CM said that he would discuss the matter with PWD  officials to find the most feasible 

route for the highway expansion. Sawant also promised to expe-dite the work on the Chinchinim Panchayat Ghar project.The Velim MLA later informed media persons that the CM has agreed to convene a meeting with PWD officials and the villagers to further deliberate on the issue.The Sarpanch emphasised that the delegation had impressed upon the CM how a road bypass would serve the purpose of highway ex-pansion compared to a flyover.It may be recalled that these two issues have been long-standing demands of the villagers and the panchayat had in the past even sub-mitted a memorandum regarding the flyover to the Union Highway Minister Nitin Gadkari. The Cen-tral government had recently sanc-tioned funds for this project, which had raised anxiety amongst the lo-cal residents.  

Team Herald

MARGAO: The decision  of the Administrator of Comunidades to fix the schedule of the elections to Managing Committees of Comunidades of South Zone has upset several Comuni-dade members, particularly in Salcete.For perspective, as per the recent Gazette notifica-tion where election infor-mation was published, the elections of several Comuni-dades have been scheduled on December 22 and 29, which are peak dates for the Christmas and New Year fes-tivities. These include prom-inent Comunidades such as Margao, Nagoa, Verna, Cur-torim, Chicalim, and San-

coale. Comunidade activists fear that this timing could lead to a significant drop in voter turnout, especially in minority-dominated villag-es in Salcete and Mormugao.Moreover, the Adminis-trator has chosen to club together the elections of several Comunidades on  the same day. This has raised concerns among  comunidade members  who are members of mul-tiple Comunidades, as they will now face the inconven-ience of having to navigate between polling stations on the same day.Furthermore, as the stake-holders point out, the Code of Comunidades enables the holding of elections on Sundays in December and 

January. However, the elec-tions in the South Zone are scheduled to commence on Sunday, December 8, while the North Zone and Cen-tral Zone Comunidades are  slated to hold their elections on December 1, a viable Sun-day that has been missed in the South.“The recent amendment to the Code of Comunidades provides that if a Comuni-dade does not convene for its election, the government is empowered to appoint a Mamlatdar-rank officer to officiate as its Managing Committee,” explains Ezilda Gracias of the Margao Co-munidade.“The common perception among Comunidade activ-ists is that the elections have 

been deliberately scheduled in this fashion to ensure that the government eventually takes indirect control of the Comunidades,” Ezilda said.The Aquem Comunidade elections are scheduled on December 8, coinciding with the feast of the Immacu-late Conception in Margao, a significant religious and cultural event for the local community.Comunidade stakeholders have already approached the authorities, requesting a change in the election dates. They fear that if the dates are not revised, the conse-quences could be far-reach-ing, given the potential im-plications for the autonomy and functioning of these Co-munidades.

Blessings of higher ups mean either to give protection 
or for self benefit, the Margao municipality may be 

looted. In this scam 100% a political godfather is involved. 
I’m making a direct charge. In the Rs 14 lakh scam, it 
happened in May but till November but the accused is 
not traceable nor is the MMC proceeding further either to 
terminate him or urging the police to file a chargesheet. 
They have complained to the Margao Police just as a 
formality and thereafter they are doing nothing. When a 
government staffer is suspended, he has to report to the 
place of work. If he does not report, he has to be terminated.
-Savio Coutinho, social activist

Until such time as such big fish are involved, such 
scams do happen. The lower division and upper 

division clerks never indulge in such activities without 
the blessings of the higher ups because the higher 
officials instruct them that per month or per week they 
have to give them a particular amount.  There is a fixed 
percentage of how much money has to come in. So the 
clerks embezzle the money, keep some of it for themselves 
and give the rest to the higher officers. This is the reason 
for the tremendous increase in corruption in the Margao 
municipality, such that it has totally gone out of control.  
So the municipality staff have become rich and the 
municipality has become poor day by day.
-Mahesh Nayak, social activist

From what we read in the media, it appears that there has to be 
some godfather behind all this. There are so many scams in the 

Margao Municipality –first cash was robbed, sopo collection money 
has not been given, and people start wondering why it is happening. 
Why is it happening only in Margao Municipality? Again and again 
why financial frauds are happening and amounts are not being paid 
up? This leads us to conclude that there is a hand of some higher 
up, maybe of a politician because without their support this cannot 
happen. We have not heard of such frauds in other municipalities. The 
MMC has to take urgent steps to recover the money. It is the taxpayers’ 
money which is being looted. I’m also aware that the MMC is in a 
financial crisis, so how is the municipality going to go ahead (with 
development works?
-Orlando Pacheco, Margao resident

The Margao Municipal Council was duped of 
Rs 17 lakh by a lower division clerk, in the feast 
fair scam, highlighting a clear indicator of the 
Council’s negligence and government’s ineptness 
towards dealing with corruption. The MMC hasn’t 
been able to recover the pending amount of Rs 14 
lakh, despite having filed an FIR five months ago. 
In this edition of Street Voices, Herald TV spoke to 
people on whether the financial irregularities in 
Margao Municipal Council are happening with the 
blessings of the higher ups in the civic body.

ARE THE FINANCIAL IRREGULARITIES IN MMC HAPPENING WITH BLESSINGS OF HIGHER UPS?

To watch this story on Herald 

TV’s Youtube channel, scan 

this code or go directly to 

our YouTube channel

Cong terms steep hike in land rates ‘unjustified’, 
only to prevent Goans from purchasing land

MLA, Sarpanch spar over illegal 
road, sand bags on Mobor beach

Fatorda Retail 
Market conditions 

spark concerns 
over hygiene

Chinchinim locals meet CM, appeal 
for a bypass road at Dandeavaddo

Cutbona jetty opening: 
CM lauds transformation, 

though stench still  
hangs in the air

Team Herald

MARGAO: Visitors and vendors at the South Goa Planning and Development Au-thority’s (SGPDA) retail market in Fatorda are raising concerns over deteriorating conditions that compromise hygiene and safety. The market, which houses fish, veg-etable, fruit, and meat stalls, is marred by overflowing chambers, broken tiles, and an unpleasant stench, leading to frustra-tion among daily shoppers and vendors.Originally revamped between 2018 and 2019 with aspirations to mirror the Dubai fish market, the retail fish market has since fallen into disrepair. The lack of maintenance has caused the site to become an eyesore, with clogged gut-ters spilling black water, raising health alarms. Waste piles around the market exacerbate the unhygienic environment, while vendors and customers alike blame the authorities for failing to maintain ba-sic cleanliness standards.Market vendors argue that their calls for improved services and clarity on maintenance fees have been ignored. Representatives of the Fish Vendors As-sociation contend that while they are not opposed to paying maintenance fees, the SGPDA must outline what improvements and services will be provided in return. They also criticise the ongoing practice of retail sales at the wholesale fish mar-ket nearby, also owned by SGPDA, which they say has negatively impacted their business. They use this as a way to back up their stance that while they are be-ing asked to pay such maintenance fees, there is another parallel market operat-ing nearby that has affected their income despite being in the retail market.SGPDA officials have acknowledged the need for urgent action and have indicated that repair plans are in place. An official explained, “We conducted gutter clean-ups, but they get blocked again shortly af-ter. Cooperation is necessary to keep the market in proper condition.”However, they stress that cooperation from vendors, including timely fee pay-ments, is crucial for consistent upkeep. Another big issue is the demand of the PDA to increase the maintenance fees which they say would help with the pro-posed repair and renovation costs too.

Demands immediate rollback/de-notification of new rates; accuses govt of making it 
more convenient for outsiders to purchase land in the State

8The Congress claimed that the Goa 
government  has increased land rates by 
60% to 2,760%

8The hike ranges from 300% to 600% in 
urban areas, 120% to 600% in developing 
areas, 140% to 730% in rural areas, and 60% 
to 2,400% in coastal areas

8Congress demanded that the  

government prove they haven't hiked the 
rates to prevent Goans from purchasing 
land and suggested applying provisions in 
the Succession, Special Notary, and Inven-
tory Proceeding Act 2012 to define who 
qualifies as a Goan

8It said that the revised rates won’t apply 
to land acquired by the government

Stakeholders upset over election 
schedule of South Zone Comunidades

A day back, O Heraldo 
story had highlighted 
how open defecation 
was still a problem, 

but CM Pramod 
Sawant says ‘alarming’ 

situation turned  
for the better

Benaulim MLA asserts panchayat had not done enough on the road 
issue; Sarpanch points to the shoddy state of sand bags at Mobor

Elections of several Comunidades scheduled on December 22 and 29

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
8The locals explained to the 
CM how a flyover would not 
effectively address the issue of 
traffic congestion in the area

8The delegation impressed 
upon the CM how a road bypass 
would serve the purpose of 
highway expansion compared 
to a flyover

8The CM said that he would 
discuss the matter with PWD of-
ficials to find the most feasible 
route for the highway expansion

Work on the jetty was 
completed over three 

years ago, but the jetty was 
misused in a big way. People 
have the habit of misusing 
public infrastructure
-Pramod Sawant,  
Chief Minister

SKYROCKETING RATES
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TEMPORARY FIX

Workers of the Corporation of the City of Panaji carry out the temporary filling of potholes along the Atmaram Borkar road, 
Panjim, on Monday

SAGUN GAWADE

Team Herald

PONDA:  Diwali celebrations began 
in Goa four days ago, but the atmos-
phere in Collem remained tense until 
Sunday, when the much-anticipated 
Dudhsagar tourism season resumed, 
bringing smiles to locals' faces. A large influx of tourists arrived in the village, eager to witness 
the stunning Dudhsagar waterfall 
during the holiday.

The local community, including 
business owners and jeep opera-
tors who rely on Dudhsagar Falls for their livelihood, celebrated the 
reopening of tourism. After a fort-
night of negotiations with the Goa Tourism Development Corporation (GTDC), tourism officially com-
menced, with around 240 jeeps operating andallowing over 2,500 
tourists to enjoy the scenic beauty 
of the Collem Forest in the Western 
Ghats. In a show of solidarity, jeep operators even ended their hunger strike to join in the festivities.The tourism season was offi-
cially declared open on October 19; however, jeep operators op-
posed the GTDC’s online book-

ing fees, arguing that they would 
deter tourists. They demanded 
the return of their booking web-site, which had been taken over by the government. The ongoing deadlock caused significant anxi-
ety among locals who depend on tourism for their livelihood, espe-cially during the festive season.

After nearly two weeks of 
protests, tensions escalated on 
Sunday when some jeeps began 

ferrying tourists in offline mode to alleviate the situation. Follow-
ing a hunger strike by jeep op-
erators, Chief Minister Pramod 
Sawant met with them and agreed 
to reduce the booking fees by Rs 
200, a compromise that aimed to 
satisfy both parties. The GTDC's 
online booking counter will re-main operational, with a review 
scheduled in a month to formalise 
an agreement between the Dudh-

sagar Tour Operators Association and the government.
Despite the resolution, the jeep 

operators had initially resisted on-line bookings, preferring offline ar-
rangements. This created confusion 
for tourists who had booked online, 
leading to a confrontation at Collem 
Bazaar. The Deputy Collector and local police intervened to maintain order as tensions flared.The dispute had significantly 

impacted local businesses, includ-
ing hotels and tea stalls, which have suffered losses due to the 
delayed tourism season. With mining activities halted for over 
a decade, Dudhsagar tourism rep-resents a vital source of income for the villagers. The jeep opera-
tors had stated they will not re-
sume ferrying tourists until their 
demands regarding online book-
ings are fully met.

Dudhsagar Falls back in action as 
Collem celebrates tourism revival

Jeep operators and govt reach compromise after days of struggle over online 
booking controversies; over 2,500 tourists experience the waterfall’s beauty
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PANJIM: Director of Health Services (DHS), Dr Van-
dana Dhume, on Monday stated that over 26.4 per 
cent of Goa’s population is living with diabetes, mark-
ing a serious public health 
concern for the State.

Speaking at a pro-gramme, she explained 
that diabetes is often 
called a ‘silent killer’ be-cause it can develop with-
out noticeable symptoms 

but may lead to severe 
health consequences.

Dr Ankush Desai, Endo-
crinologist at Goa Medi-
cal College and Hospital 
(GMC), highlighted that the State government has 
secured access to the most advanced insulin available 
globally. He stressed the 
need to ensure that peo-ple with diabetes have 
regular access to glucose monitoring devices and use 
them consistently.He expressed hope that 

residents in the State will adopt the most advanced 
insulin pumps currently available, which sense glu-cose levels from a sensor and automatically deliver 
the required insulin dose. 
Dr Desai also emphasised 
the importance of estab-lishing a centre of excel-lence to provide dedicated 
care and empower diabetic 
patients.“There is a need to have a centre of excellence where you provide dedi-

cated care to diabetic pa-
tients, empowering them. 
This is something I look 
forward to seeing in the 
coming years. Let’s see 
how the changes unfold,” 
he said.

Dr Desai added that ap-proximately 26 per cent of people in Goa have dia-betes, which is exception-
ally high, while about 20 
per cent are pre-diabetic. 
He called for increased 
awareness and the need 
for more diabetes testing 

across the State.
“It’s not that tests are 

not being conducted, but 
there’s a need for greater 
awareness,” he said. Prof Dr Shivanand M Bandekar, 
Dean of Goa Medical 
College and Hospital 
(GMC), was also pres-
ent on the occasion.

Meanwhile, ahead of 
World Diabetes Day, the 
Directorate of Health Ser-vices, Government of Goa 
launched ‘Tour de Dia-
betes’— a four-city tour 

to raise awareness about 
diabetes and promote 
well-being across India. 
The tour began in Goa 
with a cyclathon flag-off 
ceremony attended by Dr Vandana Dhume, Dr Ank-
ush Desai, John Dawber (Corporate Vice President 
and Managing Director, Novo Nordisk Global Busi-ness Services), and Logan 
Phippen (international pro-cyclist, Team Novo 
Nordisk and Type 1 diabe-
tes ambassador).

26% Goans have diabetes, warns health director
Health experts stress the need for regular access to glucometers; call for 

establishing a dedicated care centre for diabetic patients
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CALANGUTE: Around 51 tourists were saved from drowning by life-
guards on Baga and Calangute beach-es over the extended Diwali weekend.The lifesavers also traced four miss-
ing children on Baga and Calangute beaches and handed over these kids to their parents following identifica-
tion and other formalities.

A 21-year-old tourist from Ah-medabad, Gujarat, who was saved at 
Baga beach on Sunday, has been hospi-
talised at the Asilo Hospital, Mapusa.At the same beach, five friends from Ahmedabad, who had ven-
tured 30 metres into the water, 
found it difficult to make it to the 
shore.  Noticing the group in dis-tress, a lifesaver rushed in and 
brought a 21-year-old man, strug-
gling in the water, to the shore. 
The tourist, facing breathing diffi-culties, was administered oxygen 
after his airway was cleared. He was later move to the Candolim 

Primary Health Centre in a vehicle 
for treatment, before being taken 
to Asilo hospital, Mapusa, where is reported to be recovering. At the same beach, five women were rescued after they were unable to ex-tricate themselves from a rip current. They were saved by lifesavers using a 
rescue boat and rescue tube.

At Calangute beach, two tri-
ple rescues were reported, one of which involved the rescue of three 
persons from Karnataka aged 20-
27.  In another incident, three men 
from Sangli in Maharashtra, who 
had started drowning, while on a 
swim together were rescued. Four 
men from Nagpur and Delhi, aged 25-30, who were caught in a rip 
current, were rescued  with the 
help of a surfboard,  rescue tube 
and jet ski.  

Tourist security force rescue three-
year-old child from Gujarat

Meanwhile, the tourist security 
force (TSF) rescued a three-year-old 
child from Gujarat who went missing 

on Calangute beach. The child was 
traced and reunited with her parents 
on Monday.

The TSF also rescued three other 
tourist children who were reported 
missing by their parents and family 
members at Calangute-Baga. They 
were traced and reunited their fami-lies after proper verification in recent 
days, the tourist police said.

On Sunday, the TSF arrested a 
proclaimed offender, Aariful Saidul Mondal, who was found moving sus-
piciousy manner on Calangute beach. 
He was taken into custody as a pre-ventive measure under Section 84 BNSS. Mondal is allegedly involved 
multiple theft cases in Calangute po-
lice station jurisdiction, and has been handed over to the Calangute police, 
TSF PI Jatin Potdar said.

A number of unauthorised fruit carts and vendors from the tourism 
department Baga parking area were also seized by the TSF over the week-end as part of a drive against illegal activities going on in the beach-belt. 

50 tourists saved from drowning 
at Baga and Calangute beaches
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PANJIM: Dominic John Noronha of Sirlim has filed 
a writ petition before the 
High Court of Bombay at 
Goa, challenging the Goa 
Assembly Speaker, Ramesh 
Tawadkar’s, decision to dismiss his disqualification 
petition against eight rebel 
Congress MLAs who de-
fected from the Congress to 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in September 2022.

In his petition, Noronha 
has requested that the Speak-
er’s order, dated October 14, 
2022, be quashed and set 
aside, claiming that the eight 
MLAs—namely, Digambar Ka-mat, Aleixo Sequeira, Sankalp 
Amonkar, Michael Lobo, Deli-
lah Lobo, Kedar Naik, Rudolfo 
Fernandes and Rajesh Faldes-sai — had incurred disqualifi-
cation under the Tenth Sched-
ule of the Constitution of India 
and had thereby ceased to be 
members of the Goa Legisla-

tive Assembly, effective from 
September 14, 2022.

Noronha had argued that the Speaker’s finding that the respondents have not incurred disqualification 
under the Tenth Schedule of 
the Constitution is arbitrary, 
unreasonable, contrary to 
law and unconstitutional, as 
it was based on a complete 
misreading, misconstruc-
tion and misinterpretation 
of Paragraph 4 of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Constitution.

According to Noronha, 
the Speaker erred in reject-
ing his case regarding the twin requirements: firstly, 
the merger of the political 
party, and secondly, that no 
fewer than two-thirds of 
the legislature party mem-
bers agree to such a merger.

Noronha contends that the 
Speaker incorrectly held that 
there was no requirement 
for the merger of the political 
party and failed to recognise 
the mandatory twin require-

ments for a merger under 
Paragraph 4 of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Constitu-
tion. The Speaker arbitrarily 
concluded that Paragraph 4 carves out an exception, 
stipulating that the disqual-ification prescribed in Par-
agraph 2 does not apply in 
the case of a merger of po-litical parties by providing a deeming fiction.

The Speaker, according 
to Noronha, misconstrued 
and misinterpreted the pro-visions of Paragraph 4 of 
the Tenth Schedule in con-
cluding that if the twin re-
quirements of a merger of 
the political party and of the 
legislature party were man-
datory, then sub-paragraph 
2 of Paragraph 4 would be 
rendered redundant.

Noronha asserted that the Speaker should have ruled that the deeming fic-
tion under sub-paragraph 2 
of Paragraph 4 of the Tenth 
Schedule applies only when 

there is a merger of the 
political party, followed by 
two-thirds of the legisla-
ture party members agree-
ing to such a merger.

Additionally, Noronha ar-
gued that the Speaker fur-
ther erred by relying on the 
judgment of the High Court 
of Bombay at Goa in the case of Girish Chodankar v. 
The Speaker and 10 Others 
in February 2022, which 
held that a decision by the 
political party to merge was 
not required for the deem-ing fiction in sub-paragraph 
2 of Paragraph 4 under the 
Tenth Schedule to apply.Meanwhile, a special leave petition (SLP) filed by former 
Congress president Girish 
Chodankar, requesting that 
Speaker Ramesh Tawadkar be 
directed to decide on his dis-qualification petition within a specified timeframe, is ex-
pected to come up for hear-
ing before the Supreme Court on November 5.

Noronha moves HC to overturn 
Speaker’s order on defected MLAs
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PONDA: Bhima Naik, a bus driver from Ramnagar, Kar-
nataka, who was seriously 
injured in a head-on colli-
sion between a bus and a truck near the Biodiversity 
Park at Suktollem, Mollem, 
on Sunday, succumbed to 
his injuries at Goa Medical 
College and Hospital (GMC), 
Bambolim, later that night.The truck driver Khwa-ja Mohiddin Maniyar (48) 
from Hubballi was killed 
on the spot. Following the accident, both drivers were trapped inside their vehicles and had to be extricated by fire personnel. It took Ponda fire personnel over an hour to free the bus driver, who 

was trapped in the cabin.
Meanwhile, a woman pas-senger identified as Anjali 

Bansali, 31, from Bengaluru, 
is undergoing treatment at 
GMC Hospital, Bambolim, 
where her condition is re-
ported to be critical.

The accident occurred 
when the Goa-Bengalu-
ru-bound sleeper coach 
collided with an oncoming truck, killing the truck driv-
er instantly. Additionally, a six-member family from Por-vorim, returning home in an SUV, escaped with minor inju-
ries after the bus collided with their vehicle before ramming 
into a roadside tree.

According to police, the bus driver was driving in a 
rash and negligent manner.

Another Mollem accident 

victim succumbs
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PANJIM: The Se Old Goa Vil-
lage Panchayat on Monday 
carried out inspection of two structures in survey num-
bers 21/1, 22/1 and 22/2 
at Ella, Old Goa as per direc-
tions of the Tiswadi Block Development Officer (BDO).

The BDO had asked the village panchayat to car-
ry out inspections of the 
structures in connection with an appeal filed by 
M/s Sweta Real Estate Pri-vate Limited and to sub-
mit a detailed report along 
with photographs of the 
inspected structures and 
house numbers before the next date of hearing fixed on November 7. 

Accordingly, the 
panchayat carried out the 
inspection. After the in-
spection, former Se Old 
Goa deputy sarpanch and 
present panchayat member Vishwas Kuttikar said that the panchayat had received 
three complaints regard-ing house numbers given 
to some structures. He said 
that in the past on two occa-
sions, the appellant had re-
fused the panchayat to car-
ry out inspection following 
which the panchayat passed 

a resolution to revoke all 
house numbers. 

Kuttikar said that M/s Sweta Real Estate Private Limited later filed an ap-
peal before the Tiswadi, 
BDO, which directed the village panchayat to carry 
out inspection in the three given survey numbers. 

“As per BDO’s instruction, 
we carried out inspection 
and found two structures 
and third in ruins with-
out compound walls. The 
panchayat secretary will 
submit inspection report to 
the BDO,” Kuttikar said.

Glen Cabral, a resident, 
said that earlier the build-
er had refused permission 
to inspect the area. Due 
to this, the panchayat had revoked all house 
numbers. He said bar-
ring two structures, that 
he will now demand dis-
connection of electricity 
and water connections to non-existent structures.

Se Old Goa p’yat 
inspects two 

structures at Ella
The appellant had 
refused the panchayat 
to carry out inspection 
following which the 
panchayat passed a 
resolution to revoke all 
house numbers



Fully furnished 2 BHK, Barreto en-
clave, Near Ravindra Bhavan Fatorda, 
Borda, Margao, Spacious Appt., 
Good location ,Parking, Compound-
es wall, Peter- 9422059721

2024017154

4BHK furnished (35000),. 1BHK 
(12000), 1 Room (4000) for rent 
behind District hospital Ambaji Fa-
torda. 9970952785, 7219596425

2024019062

Rental Margao 2BHK 15,000/-, 
16,000/-, 3BHK 18,000/-, 20,000/-
. Navelim 16,000/-, Fatorda 2BHK 
villa furnished, AC, Parking – 
22,000/-. Benaulim 3BHK Bunga-
low 27,000/-. Brokers excuse. 
9881567270.

2024019184

Rental Benaulim 3BHK Bungalow 
semi furnished 27,000/-. Raia Ra-
chol Road independent 3BHK Bun-
galow Furnished 27,000/-. Navelim 
2BHK independent House 25,000/-
. Brokers excuse. 8999241042.

2024019185

Spacious 2 Bedroom and Dining 
Room Flat with Big Balconies for 
Family on Main Road near PWD Of-
fice Fatorda. 9923482447

2024019344

Flat for rent, unfurnished, Opp 
Kerkar Hospital, Aquem. New build-
ing. Rent 20k . Contact: 9767386069

2024019352

For Rent 3BHK Fully Furnished 
Independent Bungalow 55k And 
2BHK Furnished 35k Monthly in 
Colva. Contact: 9370185636

2024019398

2 BHK Flat for Rent behind Grace 
Church Margao. Contact 
8390998684

2024019407

2 BHK Flat G. Floor Borda Margao 
Rent 2 BHK Margao City with Lift 
3rd Floor Brokers excuse. Call 
8421259376

2024019408

3BHK, semifurnished flat for rent 
in Taligao market area. 40,000/- 
Brokers excuse. Owners contact 
9326020834/ 9890697636.

2024019418

Wanted Rental 1BHK, 2BHK, 
3BHK flats, villas, Bungalows for 
Bank officers, Company executives 
at Margao Borda, Fatorda, Gogol, 
Navelim, Colva, Benaulim. 
9881567270.

2024019186

Wanted double/ triple bedroom 
Flat for rent in & around Fatorda. 
Contact: 9890576717/ 
8459745885

2024019244

Wanted 2 BHK Semi/ Unfurnished 
Flat with Lift in and around Margao. 
Contact 8007711190

2024019409

For availing Loans contact Domi-
nic Dsouza: 7264804694/ 
8999167430. Terms and condi-
tions apply.

2024016451

2024019087-3

Search of Land Documents, In-
scription, Description, Sale Deeds, 
Wills, Succession deeds, Invento-
ry, matriz, Goa Birth, Marriage, 
Death certificates, Bombay Birth, 
Marriage, Death certificates from 
BMC, corrections in all certificates 
1974-75 Residence proof certifi-
cates Call 9356239482

2024017222

Lifestyle/ Maternity/ Wedding 
Photography in Goa. Visit our web-
site www.PhotographerGoa.com to 
book your precious moments. 
Chetana 9673101333.

2024018971

We do House Planning, Construc-
tion of Bungalows, Retaining Walls, 
Roads & Septic Tanks. Contact: 
Rodrigues 9284881931

2024019155

We do. mutation/ partition liasing 
/housetax/ electricity/ occupancy/ 
sanad and other laising work in 
North goa kindly call 9552214680

2024019230

We undertake construction of 
boundary & retaining walls, clean-
ing of property, all kinds of con-
struction machinery also available 
on rent 9370565963

2024019334

Jtec computer institute offers 
special Diwali courses for school 
and college kids. Special discount 
for Housewives and senior citizens 
Location: Cuncolim and Margao 
Contact: 7776868277/ 774485599

2024018390

Sound For Rent: Dj Double PA 
Single PA Tops Speakers for rent 
Birthday parties Christening parties 
Weddings, contact 9822446029/ 
9011935228

2024019394

Sale Of Storage Beds, Wardrobes, 
Bars, TV, Wall Units, Crockery Cab-
inets, Dressers, Dining Tables, Mat-
tresses, Kitchens. We Customize 
All Furniture, Kitchens For Offices 
and Homes. Our Specialty Is Kitch-
ens. Call 9422440994/ 
8917661307/ 9307675986

2024016517

Due To Renovation Work We Are 
Having The Biggest Clearance Sale 
At Very Low Prices. Mattresses 
And Mattress Covers, Lights (All-
Kinds) Dining Tables, Kitchen Cabi-
nets, Beds and storage beds, 
Wardrobes, Chairs, Furniture, Im-
ported Kitchen Doors and Kitch-
ens, Fabrics, Paintings, Vases, 
Flowers, Decorative Articles At 
Verna. We Also Customize All Fur-
niture & Kitchens 8249932981/ 
8917661307/ 9422440994

2024016518

Sand ,Khadi and Murras available 
in 3 meter capacity in North Goa.
Contact: 9665112193

2024019333

We collect scrap Cars (10,000 to 
40,000) scooter/ bike, AC, fridge, 
invertor, battery, Computer Laptop, 
meter stabilizer Etc. We do register 
Cancellation. Call 8459399708/ 
8390956275

2024019234

The Discipline Pest Control Ser-
vice India, Margao Goa for cock-
roaches, lizard, spider, ants & ter-
mite control etc. Contact: 
9096334809, 8788310553

2024017552

Office Cubicles Rs. 3000/- on-
wards, Midas Touch Business Cen-
tre, Panjim market area, close to 
bus stop, banks, fully furnished, 
light, water free. Brokers excuse 
Call: 7666930383, 9822165054

2024016490

Shops for sale, under construc-
tion (Road facing) way to Varca, 
Fatrade Beach. Contact: 
9822719468

2024018723

*2 adjacent shops of 15 SqMtrs 
each with Mezzanine for rent in 
Ambaji, Fatorda, Margao. Call 
7498669365/ 9545659929. Ter-
radeal*

2024018925

Available Shop at Mapusa for rent 
next to communidade Ghor, 35 
sq.mtrs. Only genuinely interested 
people call between 9.30 a.m to 
6.00 p.m, ph: 9226582195

2024019171

Shops for sale Margao 36m2 
double height 1.10cr. Fatorda 
38.5m2 running parlour with at-
tached washroom fully furnished 
85lakhs (Negotiable). Only genuine 
and serious parties contact 
8999241042. Brokers excuse.

2024019187

Basement for rent in Panjim, Pls. 
Contact Tel. Nos. 9011937381

2024019214

Ground floor Shop for immediate 
rent in North Goa. 300 sq mtrs with 
ample parking space, close to New 
Zuari Bridge. Ideal for showrooms, 
supermarkets, etc.Contact: 
7887581812

2024019371

Divar Island, 1 & 2 BHK Apart-
ments with Occupancy Certificate / 
ready to move in with Elevator, 
Swimming pool, Gated Complex 
Call:- 7666930383

2024016489

3 BHK Independent Bungalow for 
Sale under construction at Telau-
lim, Navelim. Contact - 
9822719468

2024016588

Farm House can be converted to 
Resort water touch, NA, Agriculture 
Land. 26 Km from Mopa Airport, 
Calangute Beach 35 Km 
9529885913, 9881503386

2024017298

For Sale Sanad Plot area 225 m2 
at Mandop Navelim Margao with a 
nice hill view. Call/ whatsapp 
7057460788, 8805522201

2024018092

2 BHK Flats for Sale Under Con-
struction at Varca, Fatrade, with a 
Beautiful Field View, Compound 
Property, Stilt Parking, Premium 
Amenities. Contact: 9822719468

2024018722

For sale Under construction inde-
pendent villa 3BHK, Buildup 
200sqmtr. Plot 232sqm, car park-
ing, location seraulim near church. 
Contact builder 8390234387

2024019114

Sale: Brand new 2BHK Apartment 
in Vasco, 77 lakhs inclusive- Stamp 
duty, registration. 9823927304 
Stanley Telles Realtor OwnersGoa.
com

2024018972

1bhk/ 2bhk with lift and covered 
car parking at GogolAnd 2bhk 
Aquem with Parking and lift For sale 
Home loan facilities can be availed. 
Contact 9272459148/ 
9822386271

2024018974

3Bhk corner villa with swimming 
pool , landscape garden 24 hrs se-
curity in gated complex at Betalba-
tim close to south Goa beaches 
and independent Bunglow at colva 
for sale. 80% home loan facilities 
can be avail. Contact 
9822386271/9272459148

2024018987

2024018624-2

For Sale Orchard Property in 
Quepem 48900 sq mtrs at Rs 1500 
per sqm Negotiable. Call 
8805461391

2024019029

“Plot for sale in Curtorim. 263 
sqmts. Settlement zone and Sanad. 
Contact +91-8412879711.

2024018918

Margao 5BHK bungalow for sale, 
semi furnished with Antique furni-
ture, well maintained in a good lo-
cality. Brokers excuse. 
9860385851

2024019048

2024019416-1

Shops/Flats for sale 2BHK & 
3BHK location Colmorod, behind 
Easy Buy. Contact 7083094205, 
8668344958. Call time 11am- 
1.30pm and 3.30pm- 5.30pm.

2024019113

Margao 2BHK 93m2 – 52lakhs, 
85m2 – 40lakhs, 3BHK 124m2 – 
54lakhs. Borda 2BHK 100m2 – 
53lakhs. Navelim 2BHK 105m2 – 
66lakhs, 2BHK 76m2 + 20m2 
garage – 50lakhs, 3BHK Furnished 
80lakhs. Only serious buyers call 
8999241042. Brokers excuse.

2024019188

2BHK Flat, 120 M2 with Swim-
ming Pool, Ample Parking, close to 
all ameneties on CHOGM Road, 
Porvorim, Exp.72 Lacs. Negotiable, 
Call 8805369896/ 9881230825

2024019195

Prime property in anjuna, 
800mtrs away from the beach 
Area,1600sqmtrs with compound 
wall @15cr. genuine buyers con-
tact 9822103491

2024019241

Field facing land 5700 varca 
beach road sale. Strictly brokers 
excuse 7066422463

2024019364

Verna Nagoa 2150 road touch 
near Nagoa Church 14500 pm2 
Strictly brokers excuse 
7066422463

2024019365

Varca 1200 plot with house 3cr 
Strictly brokers excuse 
7066422463

2024019366

Mandopa Navelim 1080 road 
touch plot, price 23000 Not Nego-
tiable. Strictly Brokers Excuse 
7066422463

2024019367

Raia Margao highway 5500 set-
tlement 3300 orchard total 8800 
area. Strictly brokers excuse 
7066422463

2024019369

4BHK + Attic, En-suite Staff 
Quarters, Swimming Pool & 3 
parkings semi-detached villa 4555 
sq.ft near Pilerne Church Marra Pil-
erne For Sale. 9372217128 Bro-
kers please excuse, direct buyers 
only.

2024019392

Hurry up limited plots available in 
South Goa, settlement Plot for sale 
with sanad conversion clear title 
near King School Sao Jose De Ar-
eal Mugali. Hot mixed road with 
electricity, water connection facili-
ties available. No agent no broker 
direct from the owner. Only genuine 
buyers Contact: 7719063848.

2024019397

Owner willing to list their Rental/ 
sale properties in Salcete can con-
tact at: RN Estates: 9834970318

2024019406

Required One, Two, Three Bhk 
Flats Purchase/ Rental. Shops, Of-
fices, Godowns, Warehouses, Row 
Villas, Bungalows. Vasco, Any-
where Mormugao Taluka. 
9822483183.

2024017766

Require 1/2/3/4 BHK flats /villas / 
bungalows under construction/ 
ready to move in north goa .Con-
tact – 7507799939

2024017881

Urgently require property at Pil-
erne/ Reis Magos /Socorro /Nerul /
Calangute /anjuna/ Siolim /north 
goa- 1000-10000 +sqmtrs- out-
right/ JV . Contact- 7507799939, 
9067099939

2024017882

Wanted 400-500m² plot or Ready 
premises around 10km radius from 
Panjim for lease or outright pur-
chase to establish calisthenics 
gym. Contact: 9822386271/ 
9272459148

2024019223

Old House/ Plot Wanted For Goan 
N.R.I. Company Director Only in 
Assolna, Velim, Ambelim, Carmo-
na, Orlim, Cavelossim, Fatrade/ 
Zalor or Betul. Very Good Price Of-
fered For Clear Title. Call/ What-
sApp: +91-9370634873

2024018539

Wanted to Purchase 2BHK Flat on 
ground floor or 1st floor, old flat or 
row bungalow at Borda, Gogol. 
Contact: 9823371591

2024019095

Wanted developed plots and plots 
with houses to buy at Margao, Fa-
torda, Navelim, Davorlim, Raia, 
Nuvem, Curtorim, Colva, Benaulim, 
Majorda, Varca, Cavelossim. Only 
genuine owners contact 
8999241042. Brokers excuse.

2024019359

Wanted bungalow or Row bunga-
low in gated complex with good lo-
cation around Margao call after 
9.00 am., Mob. 9822988787

2024019413

DG Shipping Approved Courses 
are offered by Kamaxi Maritime 
Academy in Verna: Basic Safety, 
STSDSD, Refresher FPFF & PST. 
Apply now on www.kamaximari-
timeacademy.com or call 0832-
6621910 (Ext. 600/612).

2024016514

D.G Shipping Approved Cruise 
Line Courses now you can book at 
sea scan Maritime Foundation– 
Panaji office- 312,1st floor, Casa 
Del Sol, opp. Goa Marriott Resort, 
Miramar– Panaji Goa. For more de-
tails call us on--- 7030070207

2024018012

D.G Shipping Approved Cruise 
Line Courses now available in Ver-
na & Chicalim; 1)STCW--- BST 
Courses 2)STSDSD 3)REFRESH-
ER– FPFF & PST 4)Passenger Ship 
Familiarization, Sea Scan Maritime 
Foundation, L-47 A/B/C, Verna IDC 
& Airport Road, Chicalim, Goa–
9607001686/ 7030070207/ 
9822132034

2024018013

Mumbai Maritime Training Insti-
tute Dg Shipping Approved, Con-
ducts Bst, Stsdsd, Mfa, Etc. Single 
Pssr, Efa And Refresher Courses 
Available. Assists Applying Sid, In-
dian, Panama, Palau, Bahamas 
Cdc. Renewal/ Upgradation Pana-
ma, HondurasCoc. For Booking 
Contact: 8446019061/ 
9822179154. (Always Together 
With Seafarers From Past 22 Years)

2024018183

Job Opportunity: Plumber Candi-
dates who want to undergo training 
also can apply.Phone/ WhatsApp : 
7745026191 / 9823666192

2024018342

Wanted Accountant (GST, PF, ESI 
with Tally) and Commercial Execu-
tive for Verna, Nagoa company 2 to 
3 years of experience Pls contact 
7745026191, 9823666192

2024018343

Wanted Night Supervisor for re-
sort in Calangute. 10 hour duty. 
Flexible timing. Good communica-
tion. Above 25+years of age. Staff 
accommodation provided with 
kitchen. No food. Salary INR 
20,000 Whatsapp CV 
+918975355591

2024018365

Required Beautician to work for a 
Reputed Salon at Benaulim Good 
Salary. Contact 9930898333

2024018383

Wanted Maid knowing cooking/ 
house cleaning Navelim Goan fam-
ily. Call 7499923472.

2024018762

Required Indian-Chinese cook, 
experienced Kitchen helper, dish-
washer in Porvorim 8006060617/ 
7666289172

2024018763

Jobs on Cruise Ships/ Supery-
achts/ LPG Tanker Vessels/ Oil Rigs 
https://allmarinejobs.xyz

2024018953

Urgently required Waiters, Kitch-
en Helpers for Restaurant in South 
Goa. Accommodation can be pro-
vided. 8975028868 / 9373822657

2024019026

Urgent hiring All Rounder cook(2) 
kitchen helper (2) waiter (1) food 
accommodation 7976200439

2024019054

Hiring Cafe Assistant Area: Nave-
lim, Skills: Basic cooking, English 
fluency and Laptop operation. Con-
tact: 8788857767

2024019102

Wanted Driver cum Helper to 
drive Eeco. Candidate from in 
around Margao Salary Rs. 15,000/- 
+ regular increment. Age: 40+ 
preferably Christian Contact: 
9823022194

2024019160

General Clerck ( Female Margao ) 
Airconditioning & Refrigeration 
Technician Tranie Technician ac-
countsgoa@acmeaircon.com 
7875448385 / 8408040190

2024019162

Wanted urgently cashier waiters 
and dishwasher for a bar and res-
taurant in fatorda 9850472962

2024019163

Educational Institute requires Fe-
male Assistants, Knowing comput-
ers- Word. (Starting 11,000/-). 
Honest, Hardworking, Dedicated 
females call /WhatsApp CV 
9371134370 (Margao)

2024019178

Wanted Girl Assistant for Morning 
half day job in Margao. Qualifica-
tion 12th to Graduation. Age 18 to 
28 yr. Salary 5,000 +incentives /
Bonus. Call:8806468479

2024019179

Calangute: Fresher Supervisor, 
Shopping Boys, Sweepers, Gar-
dener Couples, Roomboys 20000, 
Waiters, Dishwashers, Tandoori 
Helper, Bartenders, Painters, Weld-
ers, Watchmans. WhatsApp 
9822181294

2024019180

Wanted an experienced Driver for 
Car, preferably residing in and 
around Aldona from 9.30-1 and 
4.30-7pm. Salary Rs.16,000/-. 
pm. Call:9822482757

2024019182

Wanted Graphic Designer For a 
Reputed Printing Company in Fa-
torda, Margao. Knowledge of Corel 
draw is a must. Contact: 
9158909186.

2024019183

Office Assistants (F) : BCom with 
knowledge of Tally and MSO re-
quired for a Company in Panjim. 
Salary 15K- 18K pm. Email/ What-
sApp Resume: hrgoa22@gmail.
com / 9226741741

2024019192

Urgently wanted Dishwasher, 
Waiters. Contact 7798337773.

2024019193

Wanted dishwasher salary 
10000/- and waiter salary 11000/- 
male/ female age upto 40 for Moth-
er Recipee from 8am to 5pm Con-
tact 9823037479

2024019203

Wanted Sales Girl for Stationery 
shop. basic Knowledge of Com-
puter, residents of in & around Mar-
gao. Contact Whatsapp CV on. 
7887996633, 7507996633

2024019204

Wanted staff for family bar & res-
taurants at ponda all rounder 1. 
cook, 2. helpers, 3. tandoori cook, 
4. waiters. Contact 9545419389/ 
9422849389.

2024019207

Wanted Counter sales boys and 
sales girls staying in and around 
Panjim, Pls. Contact Tel. Nos. 
9011937381

2024019208

Urgently required Loaders for a 
FMCG distributer in Margao. Con-
tact: 9420688765.

2024019218

Earn upto 40,000/- PM Part/ full 
time Housewives/ Retired person/ 
Seafarers/ Fresher’s. 12th & above. 
Age 23-65. 9284109052/ 
9765334502

2024019221

Need Recruitment Manager (part/
full time). Salary+ incentives. Earn 
more than 30K. Age 24-60 Qualifi-
cation 12th. Contact: 9284109052/ 
9765334502.

2024019222

Looking for boys to work in hard-
ware shop at Navelim Margao with 
four wheel driving license. Salary 
15k. Call 9822584607.

2024019225

Wanted experienced Salesgirl/ 
Salesboy for Supermarket in 
Chinchinim. 18yrs above, 10th 
pass. Language: English, Konkani. 
Salary: 10,000/- Contact: 
8412064842/ 8329878709

2024019226

Wanted: Experienced Lady Secre-
tary (60+) seeking Dubai- returned 
Secretary with 20+ years of expe-
rience in an international company. 
Must reside in Salcete, Goa, India, 
and be available for online work 
Cont: +919822131305

2024019228

Wanted male assistant with com-
puter knowledge in our organisa-
tion in bambolim- goa. He must 
have a commerce background with 
computer knowledge (excel & 
word, internet networking and soft-
ware installation etc.) Candidate 
must be in and around panaji. Call 
9822131305 and calling timings is 
10.00 to 18.00

2024019229

Wanted Assistant Accountant for 
Mapusa based Trading company. 
Candidate should be BCom Gradu-
ate and have knowledge about GST 
E-invoices, E-Waybills & Tally. Con-
tact 7020476321 Email- jobsa-
oc1@gmail.com

2024019232

Wanted Truck driver, Digital Mar-
keting Manager, Sound/ Video tech-
nician & Event helper for an Event 
Co. in Panjim. Contact 
8806014400.

2024019233

Wanted Nurses for General/ shift 
duty and housekeeping staff for 
Hospital at Margao Colva road con-
tact on: 9822162266/ 7030338911

2024019242

1st Time in South Goa Golden 
business opportunity for retired of-
ficials, ex-servicemen, teachers, 
bankers, and entrepreneurs to start 
a successful career with zero in-
vestment. Part-time/ full-time (Age: 
35-70). Benefits: Unlimited in-
come, gratuity, PF., ESIC & Re-
wards. Seminar: 07-11-2024, 11 
A.M. Contact: 8600803919

2024019243

Career Opportunity for leading 
MNC Company. Looking for 25 
candidates from South Goa. PF, 
ESI, Gratuity, Incentives, interaction 
convention & variable incentives. 
Age 30-75, M/F. Contact: 
8766450157

2024019245

Required experienced House 
keeping Staff. Food and Accommo-
dation provided. ( Male/ Female) 
Calangute. Call/ whatapp: 
9689156449

2024019340

Wanted a Boy to work on Grocery 
shop with Hotel Experience in Na-
velim, Salcete- Goa. Contact: 
9011094910

2024019246

Urgently required Office Boy (out-
door job) min SSC for Firm having 
Office in Margao, having 2 wheeler 
with licence. Kindly send resume 
to: agroxservices@gmail.com or 
Contact: 9822123545

2024019247

2024019431-1

Wanted Maintenance supervisor 
(12th/graduate with ITI) well versed 
with computer, having minimum 1 
year experience in any firm for a 
reputed Hospital at Margao Goa. 
Contact: 9823129004/ 
9561213574

2024019248

Wanted Housekeeping staff for 
Borkar Multispeciality Hospital, 
Margao Goa.Contact: 
9823129004/ 9561562487

2024019249

Site Supervisor/ Manager- Varca. 
Knowledge about construction and 
a minimum of 3+ years of relevant 
experience necessary. Email: chi-
vonnermhc@gmail.com Contact: 
7420062027

2024019250

Wanted Sale Boys in Navelim. 
Contact 8421165588/ 
9890422568

2024019251

Wanted front desk cum reception-
ist male/female for an Executive 
Lounge at Thivim. Experience: 6 
months to 1 year Salary based on 
experience Contact: 9764300530 
Vacancy: 2

2024019252

Requirement IOCL Plants Male/
Female, 8th, to, Graduate, ITI. Di-
ploma, Accountant, Supervisor, 
fireman junior technician’ diesel 
planning officer, Dataentry, Electri-
cian, wireman, Fitter, Welder, 
Plumber, Driver, Gard Salary 27k+ 
all facility, send CV:- ioclgoajob@
gmail.com 7065318337, 
9582292906 what’sapp

2024019253

Wanted Computer Network 
Incharge with Knowledge of Net-
working/Server/CCTV with 3-4 
years experience or Fresher may 
apply. Preferable from Verna/Mar-
gao./Panjim/PondaQualifications : 
ITI/Diploma/GraduationAttractive 
salary for Deserving candidate 
Send resume @: hrdscs2003@
gmail.com or Whtsapp on 
8208664206

2024019272

Sales Executive cum Office Assis-
tant (Female)Graduate in Any 
Stream with 1-2 yrs experience for 
an IT company in Panaji Send re-
sume @: hrdscs2003@gmail.
com or Whtsapp on 8208664206.

2024019274

Urgent Requirement for Hotel 
Spring Height in Porvorim Follow-
ing Vacancy:- 1.Room Boys 2.
Night Receptionist 3.Assistant 
Cook Contact 8108275222/ 
8408061521 Email: hotelspring-
height@gmail.com

2024019310

Required assistance cooks and 
Receptionist salary between 
13000-15000. Experience or 
Freshner may also apply. Interview 
at Villa Theresa Beach Resort. 
Umta Vaddo, Calangute. Between 
9- 4 pm. Contact 9822153145/ 
9822685690

2024019328

Urgently require Allrounder Cook 
with Goan and Thalis cooking expe-
rienced, Bartender/ Waiter, Cleaner/ 
Helper for Family Restaurant Bar in 
South Goa. Call- 9373177837

2024019329

Wanted a western dress master 
who has good skill at cutting and 
tailoring for a designer in Panaji, 
Goa. Attractive salary of 30000 on-
wards based on performance. Ac-
commodation provided. Interested 
person contact: 9823588735

2024019330

Wanted Drivers 8 Hour duty Por-
vorim North Goa weekly Rs. 4000 
gear and automatic car food and 
accomodation available. Contact: 
7028704050

2024019332

Wanted on CCL 2 trained Gradu-
ate Teachers (B.A/B.Ed) on Con-
tract basis till the end of Academic 
Year 2024-2025, to teach Eng/ 
Soc. Sci. Walk in interview on 12th 
November 2024 at 8.30 am in 
Headmaster’s office of St. Britto 
High School, Mapusa- Goa.

2024019335

Wanted on CCL 1 trained Gradu-
ate Teachers (B.A/B.Ed) on Con-
tract basis till the end of Academic 
Year 2024-2025, to teach Hindi/
Konkani. Walk in interview on 12h 
November 2024 at 8.30 am in 
Headmaster’s office of St. Britto 
High School, Mapusa- Goa

2024019336

Wanted car driver for family at 
Caranzalem -Panjim.Contact 
9923163123 by phone or send 
WhatsApp message.

2024019337

Wanted Driver for Hearse Van in 
South Goa. Salary: 15,000 + over-
time + commission + tips. Acco-
modation Provided. Call: 
8668622294

2024019341

Wanted drivers salary 16000, 
timings 9 a.m to 7.30 p.m, female 
godown assistant salary 12000, 
timings 9.am to 6.30 p.m to work 
for a distributor in sao jose de areal 
contact yash distributors 
9823028890

2024019342

Wanted Kitchen Helpers and 
Waiters for a Family Restaurant 
with Bar in Margao. Contact 
9822149389 / 9822484961

2024019343

Wanted designer experienced in 
Coral Draw and Photoshop- New 
World Digital Art, Margoa 
9822180859, 9822141469

2024019346

Urgently wanted Waiters, Cooks, 
All rounders, kitchen helpers for 
Goan family Restaurant. Sunday 
off, Food & Accommodation pro-
vided. Margao 9860534407

2024019347

Person required for car driving 
having driving license & should 
from Madgao, Timmings 3pm to 
10:30pm Contact 8983022289

2024019349

Wanted Multi Tasking Staff (Night 
Watchman) qualification S.S.C, 
contract basis till 30-04-2025. 
Walk in interview on 15/11/2024 at 
09:30 a.m. in Mount Mary’s Higher 
Secondary School, Chinchinim. 
Candidates as per Government Re-
cruitment Rules, may attend the 
interview along with application, 
testimonials and valid employment 
card, original and Xerox copies.

2024019350

Required for 3 Star Resort in 
Benaulim. 1. Restaurant Manger 
Salary Rs. 30,000/- P.M 2. Assis-
tant Restaurant Manger Salary Rs. 
25,000/- P.M Contact No: 
7774084842

2024019351

Wanted Beautician, experienced/ 
fresher in Navelim, Margao. Salary 
10,000 to 15,000/-. Contact 
9404145494 / 9356637702.

2024019353

Vedanga Infratech Hiring sales 
executive: Male candidate, Posts: 2 
no’s, Work area: North Goa/ South 
Goa. Reporting office at: Verna for 
North Goa, Cuncolim for South 
Goa. Experience: minimum 2 years. 
Interview timing 11:00 AM to 1:00 
PM from 6th to 12th Nov at Verna. 
Salary: 25000/- negotiable/ month. 
Ph: 9225903852

2024019362

Vedanga Infratech Hiring Billing 
staff: Male candidateLocation: Ver-
na Industrial area, Experience: 
minimum 2 years, Job timing: 1:00 
PM to 10:00 PM, Interview timing 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM from 6th to 
12th Nov., Salary: 16000/- nego-
tiable/month. Ph: 9225903852

2024019363

Wanted Kitchen helper, helper to 
work for restaurant in Margao at-
tractive salary free food and ac-
commodation provided contact 
9699623008 / 9823647698

2024019370

Wanted Steward/ Barista to work 
for Hotel in Dona Paula. Salary 
20000 with Stay and Accommoda-
tion Contact to: 8806448765

2024019372

Required Tandoor Cook for a res-
taurant in Curchorem, Goa. Good 
Salary, Food & Stay provided Call 
9822120033

2024019375

Urgently required Catholic Fe-
male Staff for a Visa Consultancy 
Center to handle HR Sessions n 
Trainings, Visas, Job fairs with ex-
cellent communication skills. Previ-
ous experience in HR in RPSL Of-
fices/ Resorts would be an 
advantage. Should be from & 
around Salcete. Mail your cvs to: 
glenn@viajesdivino.com Ph: 
7447543699

2024019376

Urgently required on fulltime ba-
sis, Honest Computer literate Cath-
olic Officeboy for a Courier + 
Travel agency in Colva. Min HSSC, 
knowing to drive 2 & 4 wheeler, 
from around Salcete. Seamen pls 
excuse. Mail your cv to glenn@vi-
ajesdivino.com Call on 
7447543699

2024019377

Experienced Electronic Techni-
cian looking for well paid job or 
profit sharing. Ready to relocate. 
Call 8277232369.

2024019379

Wanted for a reputed office in 
panjim Accounts executive with 3- 
4 years experience. Should be ex-
tremely knowledgeable in GST, 
TDS, Balance sheets, tally, etc. Sal-
ary 18k- 22k plus other benefits 
bases experience and knowledge. 
Email resume to info@salmon-
group.in

2024019380

Looking for a driver with experi-
ence who can drive automatic cars 
staying close to Dona Paula. Con-
tact 9326106700

2024019382

Looking for part time night driver 
who can drive automatic cars stay-
ing close to Dona Paula. Contact 
9326106700

2024019383

Wanted Female Sales Executive 
for Jewellery shop in South & North 
Goa with fluent English. Age upto 
35 years. Salary above Rs. 20,000 
+ incentives & other benefits. 
Mob: 9130757502

2024019384

Wanted male/ female pump atten-
dants for a petrol pump in Panjim. 
Freshers welcome. Should be local 
to the area.Contact 9370505055

2024019385

Wanted Driver cum Office Boy, 
Educated, Sober & Hardworking. 
Contact or Whatsapp your Name & 
Place on 9822120810.

2024019386

Wanted English Teacher for high 
school level with qualifications 
B’Ed/graduation in English. prefer-
ably female candidates staying in 
and around Ponda Walk-in-inter-
view on 09/11/24 at 10am Vidhya 
Vruddhi School, Kids Nest, Kur-
tarkar Nagari, St. Cruz, Ponda. Call/
send CV on +919850964765

2024019387

Require at a Reputed Tour Com-
pany in Patto for immediate joining- 
Transport coordinator & Airport 
Representative. Please Contact 
9922410766/ 9922410770

2024019388

Hotel Cosmique, Margao is look-
ing for Front office Associates, 
Stewards and Kitchen Stewarding 
and South Indian Cook. Watsapp 
your CV on 8799907242

2024019389

Wanted Smart Sales Executive, 
M/F for reputed Home Appliances 
Showroom in Margao. Residing 
nearby Margao preferred. What-
sApp resume 9822121228

2024019390

Fresher Office Staff (F)- 4 posts 
for Computer billing @Pharma Dis-
tributors, staying in/ around Mar-
gao. Whatsapp CV on: 9579651779

2024019391

Wanted Female to live-in in for-
eigners house, as care taker, Expe-
rience of Nursing, cooking, salary 
RS 20000 plus food and accom-
modation, call whattsapp 
7768804109.

2024019395

Urgently Wanted Waiters, Kitchen 
Helpers & Dishwashers for a Re-
puted Restaurant in Vasco. Con-
tact: 9822483248.

2024019396

Wanted-1 Multi Tasking Staff, 
SSC, Contract basis, salary at 80% 
of initial basic (VI Pay) till 30th April 
2025. Appear for interview with 
original/Xerox of testimonials on 
11/11/2024 at 10.00 a.m. Fr. Agnel 
Multipurpose High School, Verna, 
Goa.

2024019400

Wanted Light Driver for Unit at 
Verna Salary upto Rs. 20,000/- 
plus other benefits. Contact 
9823117021

2024019401

Urgently Required an accountant 
graduate (male) (part time/ full 
time)for an office in Margao with 
good tally and accounting knowl-
edge to handle company accounts 
independently. Email CV : taahirs-
haikh0@gmail.com

2024019402

Wanted Female D.T.P Operator in 
Margao knowing CorelDraw, Pho-
toshop. Freshers considered. 
Whatsapp CV: 9112021525

2024019404

Wanted Male/Female outdoor 
clerk for Marketing/Data collection 
for South Goa based construction 
Company. Person having two 
wheeler license may Contact 
Freshers also apply: 9822136212.

2024019412

Urgently Required Steward to 
work at Stone Water Eco Resort, 
Chicolna. Salary as per Experience. 
Call +919765843076 or 
+917507965044

2024019417

Wanted Urgently for a resort in 
Baga, North Goa. Housekeeping 
room boys, Public area workers, 
Front Office Associate Girl. Email 
Resumes on varunresorts@gmail.
com or Call/ WhatsApp 
7507805437.

2024019428

Ford Ecosport, Diesel, Model 
2017. Excellent condition for Sale. 
Contact 9850460441

2024019176

Polo car (Volkswagen) for sale, 
Pls. Contact Tel. Nos. 9011937381

2024019212

Tata Ace for sale 2010 model run-
ning condition, all papers up to 
date, battery needs charging Call: 
9665112193

2024019339

We buy all car’s/ bike’s. Maruti, 
VW, Renault, Toyota, Hyundai, 
Honda, Mahindra, Nissan, Tata etc. 
(Vintage Car’s) spot payment 
8381027157

2024018203
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1TWO-WHEELER COLLISION LEAVES 
ONE INJURED AT GOGOL

MARGAO: A collision between two scooters in Navow-
addo, Gogol resulted in serious injuries for Carmelina 
Barbosa. The incident occurred when a rider, allegedly 
driving recklessly, collided with another scooter. Barbosa 
sustained grievous injuries to her right hand and left leg. 
Police have registered an offence under relevant sections 
of the law, and investigations are ongoing.

2STUDENT FOUND DEAD IN GIRLS’   
HOSTEL ROOM AT FARMAGUDI

PONDA: A 19-year-old girl, a second-year Computer Sci-
ence and Engineering student at IIT-Goa, died by suicide 
at the Farmagudi girls' hostel. Originally from Madhya 
Pradesh, she was found dead in her room. Ponda police 
were alerted and conducted an investigation, revealing 
that the door was latched from the inside. Despite efforts 
to revive her, she was declared dead upon arrival at the 
hospital. Further inquiries are ongoing.

3ALCOHOLIC’S BODY FOUND FLOATING 
IN BENAULIM LAKE

MARGAO: Yashavant Bhagodi, a 40-year-old resident of 
Toleband, Benaulim, was found floating in Tolleband Lake. 
His family reported him missing on 3rd November 2024, 
prompting a police investigation. Authorities have deter-
mined that Bhagodi was a chronic alcoholic, and no foul 
play is suspected. His body has been preserved at SGDH 
Margao for further examination.

4WORKER INJURED IN TRUCK   
ACCIDENT AT CUNCOLIM 

MARGAO: Kuna Bhaskar Gouda, an employee of Sunrise 
Electromelt Company, suffered severe injuries after being 
struck by a reversing truck. The incident occurred at the 
company's premises in Cuncolim. Gouda is currently receiv-
ing treatment at GMC Bambolim. Police have registered a 
case against the truck driver and an unknown employee for 
negligence, and investigations are continuing.

5DRIVER FROM MUMBAI FOUND DEAD 
NEAR CANACONA JUNCTION

MARGAO: Mulchand Yadav, a 56-year-old driver from 
Mumbai, was found dead near a three-road junction in 
Canacona. He was pronounced dead upon arrival at CHC 
Canacona. Police are conducting an inquiry and have 
preserved his body for further examination.

6UNIDENTIFIED MALE BODY FOUND  
NEAR A GARAGE IN MARGAO

MARGAO: An unidentified male, aged between 35 and 40, 
was found dead near a garage in Khareband. Emergency 
services transported him to SGDH, where his body has been 
preserved for identification and legal formalities. Police are 
investigating the circumstances surrounding his death.

Team Herald

MARGAO: After years of delays, 
the Colva Sewerage Treatment Plant (STP) has finally received 
approval from the Power De-partment to enhance its power load, which will facilitate the much-needed commissioning of the plant at the earliest. However, authorities, such as 
the PWD and Sewerage Infra-structure Development Corpo-ration of Goa Ltd (SIDCGL), now face a new challenge: convincing local residents and businesses to connect to the new sewerage network.The 7.5 MLD Colva STP has the capacity to treat a significant amount of sewage generated in the area. However, so far, only 

around 15-20 households have applied for sewerage connec-tions, while the number of com-mercial establishments, such as 
hotels and restaurants, that have applied remains unclear.Government officials say they have conducted awareness cam-paigns to highlight the impor-tance of connecting to the new system. Yet, their efforts have met with a lukewarm response from the local and business community.

"We only hope the depart-
ment now releases the sewerage connections now that the STP is commissioned," remarked a lo-cal hotelier, who claimed their application has been pending for months.Judith Almeida of the Col-

va Consumer and Civic Forum (CCCF) has cautioned the author-ities against rushing the commis-sioning of the plant, urging them to first audit the underground sewerage network and pumping stations to ensure there are no issues that could lead to sewage overflow. Almeida had previous-ly fought for the creation of this system through a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) that was taken up by the Bombay High Court.

Colva STP gains power approval, 
but local engagement lags

Team Herald

MARGAO: The Dramapur village gram sabha was the latest to pass a resolution stating that properties ac-quired by the government under the Goa Escheats, For-feiture and Bona Vacantia Bill, 2024, should be vested with local bodies for the ex-ecution of public develop-ment projects. Last week, the Navelim gram sabha passed a similar resolution.At the Dramapur gram sab-ha meeting, it was further re-solved that such public devel-opment projects should be considered with the consent of the gram sabha and after the holding period ends.Elaborating further, local resident Dominic Noronha opined that such bills need public consultation, given that they have the potential to affect the demography if the lands are misused be-yond the area's capacity.The local residents also demanded that the publica-tion of properties acquired under the provisions of the Bill should be done through newspapers as well as local bodies. 
They further demanded that the holding period for such properties should be 15 years, which is in line with the requirements for a resi-dence certificate.

Dramapur locals 
want control over 

government-
acquired propertiesTeam Herald

MARGAO: The Telaulim gram sabha, led by Sarpanch Frenny Barretto, re-solved to address the village's arrears on house taxes and trade licence fees. At the meeting, the gram sabha mem-bers reached a consensus to enforce measures that prevent the issuance of certificates and No Objection Certifi-cates (NOCs) to residents who fail to clear their outstanding dues on time.Early in the meeting, it was empha-sised that only registered voters from Telaulim would be permitted to con-tribute to the discussions. Among the main topics, the problem of traffic con-gestion on the Navelim-Telaulim road, exacerbated by vehicles parking on the roadside, was a significant concern. Participants called for the panchayat to urge traffic authorities to ensure that vehicles are kept within the premises of institutions.On a related note, the gram sabha also highlighted the congestion at a traffic junction due to vendors occupying space on the footpaths, which further disrupt-ed the flow of movement. Additionally, the gram sabha, like others recently, re-solved to oppose the Sunburn festival, raising issues linked to its impact.

Only a handful of households apply for sewerage 
connections; awareness campaigns fail to 

generate sufficient local interest

Telaulim gram sabha 
decides to tackle tax 

arrears and traffic issues

Team Herald

MARGAO: Colva police, acting on a State complaint, executed a narcotics raid on November 1 evening, near Lovers Beach in Betal-batim, Salcete. During the operation, officers discovered a bag containing a flowery substance, suspected to be Ganja, weighing 895 
grams and valued at ap-proximately Rs 89,500. The accused, Sumeet Mohan Das, a resident of Betalbatim originally from Khordha, Odisha, was found in possession of the illicit substance.

Colva police 
book Odisha 

youth with ganja

The 7.5 MLD Colva STP has the 
capacity to treat the sewage 

generated in the area. However, 
only around 15-20 households 
have applied for sewerage con-
nections, while others includ-

ing commercial establishments 
remain unclear

FROM PAGE 1

CASH-FOR-JOBS QUEEN-PIN FACES SUICIDE 
ABETMENT CHARGEHe was reported missing on October 30.Meanwhile, the Bicholim police on Monday produced Pooja Naik before the Judicial Magistrate First Class (JMFC), Bicholim, after her five days police custody got over and she was remanded in police custody for a further two days by the Court. 
WOMAN JOB SCAMMER HELD FROM 
MAHARASHTRAThe railway authorities wanted to take the plot and had promised her 10 jobs in return. The complainant paid Pri-ya the money in the hope of getting a job.Police constable Rohan Venji has been suspended for his involvement in the crime and his two bank accounts frozen due to his involvement in the crime, Dalvi said. The police officer revealed that Priya may have cheated many residents of Bicholim to the tune of Rs 1crore on the pre-text of giving them a job or a shop in the railways.Priya has been remanded in police custody for seven days.
TWO MORE ARRESTS IN USGAO JOB SCAMOn October 30, Sadanand Virnodkar of Tonynagar, San-vordem, also lodged a complaint against Naik, stating that he had paid Naik Rs 10 lakh for a job.Another co-accused, Sunita Shashikant Pauskar, a res-ident of Tivrem-Orgao and a school headmistress was arrested on October 28. She was later released on condi-tional bail by the Judicial Magistrate First Class (JMFC), Ponda. Deepashree, the alleged mastermind, had gone un-derground after the Naik and Pauskar, but was finally tracked down on Monday.
BHUTANI CASE: THE CURIOUS CASE OF THE 
‘AWAITED’ LEGAL OPINION

Sancoale Sarpanch Derrick Vales, says he’s expecting it soon (just like the characters in ‘Waiting for Godot’) and the majority of villagers believing the former is pushing this too far.“I expect the two advocates – Amey Prabhudesai and Zelar D’Costa - to give their advice by this week or the maximum by the next. Once received, we will call a meet-ing and act immediately,” assures Vales.“How can it be possible? They will not take more time. I am sure their advice will be received in the time frame specified,” vouches Vales when confronted with the possi-bility that he is playing for time.Premanand Naik has broken his fast and a chain hunger strike by villagers and activists has kept the spirit of pro-test alive outside the Sancoale Panchayat from 9 am till sundown.“First, there needs to be a resolution asking for opinion from two judges or the Advocate General. There is none and hence, any advice will have no standing. It is obvious they hope time will silence people,” reasons panch Tulshi-das Naik, who has been with the protestors.“How can an Attorney General give his advice without there being a Panchayat resolution? At the meeting on Oc-tober 18, video of which was shared, there were five mem-bers present, two being from the Opposition. We opposed the idea and with no quorum, there could be no resolu-tion,” argues Tulshidas. Despite the unexpected rains over the village on Mon-day, protest seems steaming in houses around and even far away, because Bhutani is the pot where angst against hill cutting is boiling.“I am with the people,” says Derrick and tries to deflate the balloon of corruption being tied to him by trying to deflect the blame on the protestors. “The accusations of corruption made by Bhutani in reply to our show cause notice could be implicating pro-testors Premanand Naik, Tulshidas and others. I have not taken money. The permission was given by the sec-retary,” claims Derrick as he tries to fit the ring of inno-cence on himself.“We fought together in 2008 when a project was sup-posed to come up at the same place, when Premanand was sarpanch and with his help, we won the case. We will 

FOR A CAUSE: Front page of the Herald stuck to the bushes 
near the satyagraha site at Sancoale

continue this fight because, like the last time, this time too it is about our future, which cannot be bought,” storms Rose
VELINGKAR PROTESTERS CRY FOUL OVER 
SELECTIVE FIRS ON THEM

They added that some of these protestors allegedly received a thrashing from the police too.The protesters have argued the government is apply-ing different standards, pointing out that no one was booked when the NH66 was blocked to demand the arrest of activist Shreya Dhargalkar. Activist Pratima Coutinho blamed the authorities for forcing the spon-taneous protest by the locals because the police had not promptly registered an FIR against Velingkar.The protesters claim the Fatorda police are selective-ly targeting them, even though BJP leaders like Manohar Ajgaonkar and BJP-backed Margao Municipal Council-lors also joined the demonstrations. They wonder why the police are targeting the pro-testers when it was Velingkar who instigated the unrest with his comments against St Xavier.Protesters contend the FIR is not just against them, but targets the followers and devotees of St Francis Xa-vier. They accuse the police of brutally assaulting a sen-ior citizen during the lathi charge and detaining those who questioned them. They recall that a journalist was assault-ed by the police too. The activists questioned why the authorities had delayed Velingkar’s arrest and are now harassing the protesters instead.Overall, the protesters have cried foul over the gov-ernment's and police's apparent double standards, claiming they are being selectively targeted to suit the authorities' vested interests.
SUICIDE CHARGE ON LADY CONSTABLESThey have been arrested under section 108 of BNS 2023, police said.    Prathamesh Gaude, a police constable attached to Vasco Railway Police, had allegedly committed sui-cide on October 25, 2024, by jumping into river from Zuari bridge.   Before committing suicide, Prathamesh had re-corded a video, alleging that harassment by two lady constables and their brother was the reason for the drastic step taken by him. The video had gone viral on social media. Police action was initiated in the wake of the video.   Prathamesh passed out from the Police Training School Valpoi earlier this year and was posted at Vasco Railway Police Station.
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Beef shortage ahead of 
festive season
It is learnt that consumers in 
Goa will reportedly have to 
bear with shortages of beef as 
the standoff between traders 
and vigilantes, which has dis-
rupted supplies to local mar-
kets, is showing no signs of 
ebbing. Though the meat trad-
ers source their stock from 
slaughter of animals at the Goa 
Meat Complex, the number of 
animal slaughtered govern-
ment-owned abattoir in Usgao 
is not sufficient to meet the dai-
ly demand of the state. 

Many meat traders in Goa 
rely on the meat of lawfully 
slaughtered animals in Kar-
nataka which has proper cer-
tification from a veterinary 
doctor before the animal is 
slaughtered. Beef is a sta-
ple food in a majority of Goa 
Christian homes, especially 
the lower and middle income 
families who consider it a 
cheaper source of protein. 

The festive season as well 
as the wedding season is set 
to commence in Goa after the 
withdrawal of the South West 
monsoon. Goa’s hospitality 
and restaurant sector also re-
quires large quantities of beef 
to cater to the demand. 

It is learnt that the Goa Meat 
Complex has reportedly as-
sured to meet consumers’ de-
mand by boosting the supply 
of beef amid rising demand by 
increasing the number of an-
imals slaughtered daily. With 
the Exposition of the relics of 

St Francis Xavier round the 
corner, thousands of devotees 
and tourists from across the 
globe will be coming to Goa. 
Imports of beef from neigh-
bouring states under strict 
hygienic conditions may be 
needed to tackle the shortfall.

Adelmo Fernandes, Vasco

Cyber fraudsters  
running amok
The trend of small-time fraud-
sters deceiving the gullible 
through scams and blackmail 
is now almost obsolete in India. 
These are the days of “digital 
arrest” or “digital house arrest”. 

Typically, the offenders exploit 
the nerves of an individual in dig-
ital scams. Impersonating a law enforcement official, most com-monly a CBI officer or a Customs official, the tricksters speak in an 
“authoritative voice” to make the 
victims believe that they had de-fied the law. 

Accusing the individual of 
sending or receiving “drug” 
or “contraband” parcels, the 
scammers often invite the un-
wary to video calls and force 
them to remain online the 
whole day, or more, forcing 
them to part with large sum to 
“clear” their names.  

By the time the harassed citi-
zen recoups himself, the fraud-
sters would have vanished with-
out a trace.  

One should note that govern-
ment agencies never ask an indi-
vidual to come over a video call 
or other social media platforms.  
Nowadays, the cyber cell of the 
government is quite receptive to 
people's problems. 

Victims should rush to the lo-
cal cyber police station or report 
to cybercrime.gov.in or utilise 
the cyber helpline number 1930 
without delay. Also, the bank ac-
count from where the fund has 
been transferred should be im-
mediately frozen.

Ganapathi Bhat, Akola

Jobs scam in Goa  
have surged
The classic example of Pooja 
Naik itself shows that many 
people are willing to pay for 
unadvertised job promises. 
This serves as a stark remind-
er of the rampant corruption 
that plagues recruitment pro-
cesses in the State. 

Doling out jobs has been a tra-
ditional practice. Even ministers 
have made job promises in every 
election to placate their vote 
bank at respective constituen-
cies. The key ministers have been 
opposing the Goa Staff Selection 
Commission. 

But in real, 80% of the jobs 
in Goa are not given on merit, 
but by accepting bribes. Some 
politicians are downplaying the 
job scam by giving lame excus-

es. The unemployed youth are 
facing intense competition for 
limited jobs. The prevalence 
of such scams not only adds 
layers of frustration and hope-
lessness, but also tarnishes the 
reputation of legitimate public 
service roles. 

The very systems designed 
to facilitate employment op-
portunities are instead be-
coming breeding grounds for 
corruption. Persons belonging 
to high social/political status 
get jobs, even if they don’t 
have proper knowledge.  

Nobody should be allowed to 
play with the future of the ed-
ucated unemployed youth. But 
the Goa government has not 
taken any steps till today to en-
sure transparency and integrity 
in employment process. To end 
nepotism, favouritism and cor-
ruption, there needs changes 
in recruitment system. In Goa, 
without political clout/influ-
ence in any field, nothing can be 
obtained by people at ease and 
it is the norm.

K G Vilop, Chorao

Tradition and heritage 
well kept
A unique tradition and herit-
age practice is well maintained 
in Kerala's capital Thiruva-
nanthapuram. Flight services 
from the international airport 
here will be suspended for 

five hours on November 9 to 
make way for ‘Alpashi Arattu’ 
procession of Sree Padmanab-
haswamy Temple here. Now 
what has an airport to do with 
a procession? The annual pro-
cession traditionally taken on 
a route to the seashore cross-
es the runway of the airport. 

The practice of the proces-
sion traversing the current 
path to reach the seashore for 
the holy bath of the idols be-
gan centuries ago. The runway 
at the airport remains closed 
twice a year for the Sree Pad-
manabha Swamy temple pro-
cession to pass through. 

It has to be noted that this 
ritual continues even after 
the airport was established 
in 1932. When the airport 
was constructed , the then 
Travancore King, Sree Chithi-
ra Thirunal had made it clear 
that facility would be open for 
public for 363 days in a year 
and two days for Lord Pad-
manabha, the titular deity of 
the royal family. 

Thus every year for decades 
the centuries old grand proces-
sion of the shrine pass through 
the runway, highlighting that the 
culture and traditions of the re-
gion remain intact. 

When in this modern era 
tradition and practices are 
just ignored and sometimes 
sadly forgotten, the ceremo-
nial practice followed here 
is something that reminds 
us that culture, tradition and 
heritage are things to be pre-
served and maintained.  

M Pradyu, Kannur

PUBLIC DISPLAY  
OF IMPATIENCE

CHANDER GUPTA

The signs and sounds of impatience are 
visible and audible all around us as in-

dicated, inter-alia, by the relentless honk-
ing on roads. Our impatience behind the 
wheels creates such a loud commotion on 
the roads that is very intimidating. 

Being in a state of rush we speed up our 
vehicles recklessly blaring horns. Instanc-
es of road rage are attributable to steam of 
impatience gathering inside us.

Display of impatience is also encoun-
tered when the elevator, you are riding in a 
crowded place like a shopping mall, reaches the floor you want to drop at. You will face 
obstruction stepping out as the passage will 
be blocked by those eager to enter. 

We do not exhibit equanimity to allow peo-ple inside to clear out first but rather would try 
to rush in as soon as the doors of the elevator 
slide open. The same scene is witnessed when 
a bus or train arrives. The waiting passengers try to barge in without first letting the passen-
gers inside to alight comfortably.

Manifestation of restlessness can also be 
observed amongst elite travellers in aer-
oplanes. As soon as a commercial airliner 
touches down the runway, the passengers 
on board unfasten their seat belts and 
stand up while the plane is still taxiing. 

There is a beeline in the aisle as if every 
single second is crucial to disembark the 
plane as fast as possible.

All kinds of passengers, irrespective of 
whether they are travelling in bus, or train, 
or aeroplane, display the same streak of 
impetuosity in surpassing others to exit the door first on reaching their destina-
tion. Similar scene is enacted in cinema 
halls when the show is about to be over. 
The audience would make a dash for the 
exit doors even while the credits are still 
scrolling down.

Standing too close to, almost touch-
ing, the next person in a queue amount 
to crass display of impatience. Firstly, we 
are not inclined to stand in queues unless 
there is some regulation. Per force if we 
have to stand in a queue, we do not stand 
in a relaxed manner. Rather we stand in a 
squeezed manner as if that would hasten 
coming of our turn at the window. 

The more compressed the queue, the 
shorter we make ourselves believe it to 
be. In the absence of a regulated queue, we 
create an unseemly melee on the counter. 
When the pandemic had not deterred peo-
ple from defying social distancing norms, 
expecting compliance during normal times 
is too much.

Why and what for are we in such a hur-
ry, conspicuously displaying impatience in 
public? Is there a streak of one-upmanship 
in us or is impatience just ingrained in us? 

Impatience leads to stress, strife, quar-
rels and even mishaps. Remember the ad-
age ‘haste makes waste’. Stop a while, slow 
down a bit. For a change, give way to oth-
ers. Public display of courtesy and civility will benefit us all.

While driving, we should cultivate pa-
tience so that we might avoid honking and 
stick to lane driving. Please do not rush 
to the exit door while alighting from bus, 
train, and plane. Stampedes are caused by 
propensity to rush, whether to enter or to 
exit. So many mishaps can be averted by 
eschewing impatience.

Festival Season Fuels India’s 

Growth amid Global Shifts

A
s the festive season ap-
proaches, excitement fills the air, heralding the 

return of Diwali celebrations 
throughout the country. Vibrant 
streets adorned with colourful flowers, decorative items, and 
twinkling lights create an at-
mosphere of joy. 

Marketplaces bustle with 
shoppers eager to buy gifts, 
sweets, and traditional items. 
This surge in consumer activity 
is not just a social phenomenon; it significantly impacts the econ-
omy, as consumer sentiment 
during festive periods like Di-
wali serves as a key indicator of 
economic health.Diwali profoundly influences 
demand in the economy. Recent-
ly, however, there has been a no-
ticeable contraction in consum-
er demand within India. Given 
this backdrop, the festival pre-
sents an excellent opportunity 
to rejuvenate economic activity. 

This year, we can expect Di-
wali to provide a much-need-
ed boost, as indicated by 
various market trends and 
consumer behaviours.

One immediate effect of the 
festive season is seen in the bul-
lion market. India is the largest 
consumer of gold globally, and 
demand typically surges during 
Diwali. Currently, gold prices 
are rising, with expectations of 
an increase of around Rs 5,000 
in the coming months. Silver is 
also poised for a notable impact, 
driven by the recovery of the 
Chinese economy and growth 
prospects in the US and Europe. 

As Diwali is celebrated, silver 
prices could reach approximate-
ly Rs 1,25,000 per kg, indicating a higher potential for price fluc-
tuations compared to gold.

Beyond precious metals, 
various sectors of the econo-
my are set to benefit from in-
creased demand. The automo-
tive industry, informal sectors 
like pottery and handicrafts, 
and producers of gift items are 
all likely to see a boost. 

Rising demand will lead to 
increased production, posi-
tively impacting GDP and em-
ployment levels, with a signif-
icant uptick in temporary job 
opportunities expected.

This increase in demand 
could trigger multiplier and 
accelerator effects, fostering 

sustained economic growth. I 
am optimistic that Diwali will 
act as a catalyst for further 
development, especially given 
the robust growth observed in 
recent years, particularly af-
ter the pandemic, with growth 
rates of 9.7% in 2022, followed 
by 7% and 8.2%.

The fundamentals of the 
economy remain strong, with 
the Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (IIP) showing growth 
rates between 4.5% and 5%. 
The external sector is thriv-
ing, buoyed by solid export de-
mand, with foreign exchange 
reserves at US dollar 700 
billion and a stable rupee of 
around Rs 83 per dollar. 

The investment landscape is 
also positive, as the stock mar-
ket demonstrates resilience, and 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) flows remain strong.

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) projects a growth 
rate of 7% for India this year, 
with the possibility of ex-
ceeding this figure, driven by 
strong agricultural activity 
and a vibrant services sector. 
Despite global challenges, the 
resilience of our economy is 
evident in the festive demand 
we're witnessing, with bustling 
markets celebrating the season.

Consumer electronics, gems, 
and jewellery are sectors par-
ticularly well-positioned for 
strong demand. Promotional 
activities in electronics have 
rationalised prices, while the 
demand for gold and silver re-
mains robust as consumers 
purchase these commodities for 
investment and celebration.

Although the automotive in-
dustry has faced challenges, 
there is optimism that Diwali 
will spur interest and increase 
purchases. However, sales may 
still fall short of previous highs. 
Addressing challenges in the 
auto sector is crucial; revitalisa-tion during Diwali could signifi-cantly benefit the economy.

The software industry is also 
witnessing a revival in demand, 
countering earlier expectations 
of a decline in the U.S. market. 
Additionally, fears of a slow-
down in the metals sector are 
waning as we progress through 
Diwali. The recovery of the Chi-nese economy presents benefits 
for India, particularly in terms 
of increased global demand.

However, potential down-
sides exist. As the Chinese 
economy rebounds, we might 
see a redirection of invest-
ments, with a good chunk po-
tentially withdrawn from the 
Indian stock market. A sig-
nificant withdrawal occurred 
recently, and a similar trend 
could emerge based on the rel-
ative growth of both countries.

Globally, the narrative is shift-

ing. A recession in the American 
economy now seems unlike-
ly, and declines in the Chinese 
economy appear to have stabi-
lised. If China continues to re-cover, it will also influence oil 
markets. Currently, oil prices are weak, which may benefit the In-
dian economy, with sustainable 
levels around US dollar 75 to 80.

In conclusion, while the glob-
al economic landscape appears 
supportive, domestic narratives 
are gaining strength. The auto-
motive sector requires urgent 
attention, and while growth 
presents manageable challeng-
es, the employment situation re-
mains critical. Without job cre-
ation, our efforts may not yield 
meaningful results.

Despite a slowdown last year, 
expectations for this year are 
optimistic, with agricultural 
growth anticipated between 5% 
and 6%. This positive trajectory 
supports overall demand and 
aligns with rising income levels 
among rural residents. 

The IMF projects India will 
grow by more than 6.5% over 
the next several years, con-
trasting with China’s projected 
growth of around 4%.

The Indian economy faces sig-nificant challenges, and merely 
celebrating Diwali will not suf-fice to sustain demand levels. 
However, my assessment of the 
domestic story is optimistic, as I 
believe we are on track. 

We must remain aware of po-
tential global slowdowns, par-
ticularly in Europe, while also 
recognising the positive signs in 
the American economy.

Sustained intervention and support from both fiscal and 
monetary fronts are essential. 
The RBI should adopt a more 
proactive stance in monetary 
policy, following the lead of 
other central banks. Lowering 
interest rates is crucial to de-
creasing production costs and 
fostering positive sentiment in 
the economy.Reflecting on our econom-
ic history, it is evident that our 
growth trajectory must be ac-
companied by job creation. We 
need a paradigm shift, focusing 
on rural development and hu-
man development, alongside in-
dustry and services. By igniting 
these engines, we can achieve 
double-digit growth that gener-
ates employment.

In summary, the festive spirit 
of Diwali not only ignites joy but 
also serves as a crucial marker 
for economic activity. By har-
nessing the momentum generat-
ed by consumer sentiment and 
robust economic fundamentals, 
we can unlock the full potential 
of India's economy, creating a 
brighter future for all.

(The author is an advocate 
by profession)
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W
ith the Jharkhand elections round the corner, 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah has stirred 
the simmering cauldron of identity politics by 

promising to implement the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) if 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) comes to power in the 
State. Releasing his party’s election manifesto for the 
State on Sunday, Shah held up the example of Uttara-
khand as the perfect model for the implementation of 
UCC, which has otherwise been a divisive issue in the 
country. Knowing that well, Shah reassured the voters 
that the large, indigenous tribal population of the state 
would be kept out of the ambit of the UCC.

Shah’s political arrows, dipped in this dangerous – 
one could even say venomous – mix, hit multiple targets 
in the run-up to the State polls. In the same breath as 
the UCC, Shah also raised the familiar and tested bogey of the ‘Bangladeshi infiltrator’, which the BJP brings out 
of its bag before almost every election at the State or national level. In Jharkhand, these supposed infiltrators 
are reportedly grabbing land and also marrying tribal 
women to violate their rights. He promised a law against 
land-grabbing and promised to return the land “that 
has been snatched from women”. Shah also accused the 
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha-led State government of ap-peasement politics and “patronising Bangladeshi infil-
trators”. Chief Minister Hemant Soren was silent on all these ills because the ‘Bangladeshi infiltrators’ were his 
vote bank, Shah thundered.By raising the issue of the ‘infiltrator’, Shah is playing 
on the most deep-rooted insecurities of the tribal pop-
ulation of the State. Over the years, one of the biggest 
cultural crises of the State’s indigenous communities is 
the gradual denuding and homogenisation of tribal life 
and practices, and the slow but sure move of the young-
er generation towards modern-day life and its entrap-ments. What Shah cleverly does is deflect the needle 

of this crisis away from 
the far larger hegemonic influence of Hindi heart-
land mainstream culture, 
and focus it towards the 
‘outsider’ Bangladeshi – 
the speaker of a non-local, 
and it that sense foreign, 
tongue, Bengali, and an 
adherent of a non-indig-
enous religious practice.

The question of the ‘Bangladesh infiltrator’ 
and the sum total of the 
political dividends it pays 

off is a matter of a lot of research and quite a bit of guess-
work. It worked very well in Assam, where the UCC and 
the ensuing identity politics helped BJP strengthen its 
grip on the ground, splitting votes along religious lines 
and keeping it in power for two consecutive terms. In 
Jharkhand’s neighbouring State of West Bengal, howev-er, the ‘infiltrator’ bogey has worked in the BJP’s favour 
only partially and that too in the border districts, where the question of cross-border infiltration from Bangla-
desh is a real and present danger. However, in the rest 
of Bengal, it’s a case of diminishing political returns, 
where Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has successful-
ly fended off the BJP challenge with her strong support 
among the local populace across the State.

At one level, and especially to an outsider, the question of the cross-border ‘infiltrator’ in Jharkhand – a State with 
no international borders – might seem disingenuous on 
the part of Shah. But the fact remains that this bogey may 
reap dividends for the BJP and this is evident from the re-
action of the JMM. Within hours of Shah’s remarks, Chief 
Minister Soren hit out at him, claiming that most of the in-filtration happens in States ruled by the BJP. He also sought 
to know the logic behind the Centre granting political asy-
lum to Sheikh Hasina, the deposed Prime Minister of Bang-
ladesh, and asked if there was an “internal understanding” 
between Hasina and the Indian government.

From the decibel levels of both sides at political ral-
lies, it is obvious that identity politics will play a big part 
in deciding who sits on the Chief Minister’s chair in the 
State. BJP has also made a barrage of other pre-elec-
tion promises, from cheap cooking gas for women, to a 
higher OBC quota. The UCC – whichever way it swings 
the electorate – is sure to open a Pandora’s Box in 
Jharkhand, which was carved out of Bihar in November 
2000 on the basis of the tribal identity of the indigenous 
population. Almost 14 years to the date since the State 
was formed, the people of Jharkhand will have to decide 
if they will still allow identity to become the single most 
important factor in these elections, or look at other is-
sues such as price rise, jobs, healthcare and better infra-
structure while casting their vote.

Identity and UCC 
in the run-up to the 
Jharkhand elections
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Twitter World
Rahul Gandhi

@RahulGandhiI’m confident Wayanad will get 
its best MP in Priyanka. Her 
dedication shines through  — 
she’s already setting priorities, 
planning how to tackle issues, 
and focusing on unleashing 
Wayanad’s full potential. She’ll 
be more than a representa-
tive; she’ll be your sister, your daughter, and a fierce advocate 

for every one of you.

Donald J Trump
@realDonaldTrump

With your vote on Tuesday, 
I WILL END INFLATION, I 
WILL STOP THE INVASION 
OF CRIMINALS COMING INTO OUR COUNTRY, and I WILL 
BRING BACK THE AMERICAN 
DREAM! Thank you—North 
Carolina, I love you! #MAGA
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PTI, MARCHULA (UT-
TARAKHAND): A packed 
beyond capacity bus car-
rying passengers return-
ing to work after Diwali 
fell into a deep gorge in 
Uttarakhand's Almora dis-
trict on Monday, killing at 
least 36 of the over 60 peo-
ple on board.

Twenty-six people were 
injured, four of them crit-
ically, when the 43-seater 
bus, operated by the pri-
vate Garhwal Motor Own-
ers Union, was on its way 
from Pauri in Garhwal 
region to Ramnagar in Ku-
maon about 250 km away.

The accident took 
place around 8 am, al-
most the fag end of the 
overnight journey, said 
District Magistrate Alok 
Kumar Pandey.

The bus plunged into a 
200-metre gorge in Almo-
ra's Marchula area 35 km 
before its destination Ram-
nagar, he said.

Visuals from the area 
pointed to the magnitude 
of the accident, the vehi-
cle reduced to a mangled 
mess as it rolled down 
the forested, rocky slope 
and stopped just short of a 
stream. Rescuers could be 
seen working to pull out 
the passengers.

The rescue operation lasted around five hours.

Of the 36 killed, 10 are 
women. Twenty-eight 
people died on the spot 
and eight succumbed to 
injuries in the Ramdutt 
Joshi Joint Hospital, 
Ramnagar.

A magisterial probe has 
been ordered and the as-
sistant regional transport officers of Pauri and Almo-
ra suspended.

"The news of the death 
of many people, including 
women and children, in a 
road accident in Almora, 
Uttarakhand is heart-rend-
ing. I express my deepest 
condolences to the be-
reaved families and pray 
for the speedy recovery of 
those injured," President 
Droupadi Murmu said in a 
post on X.

Uttarakhand: 36 killed 
as bus falls into gorge 

Rescue and relief work underway after a passenger bus fell 
into a gorge in Kupi area, in Almora, Uttarakhand, on Monday

PTI, AGRA/ NEW DEL-
HI: A MiG-29 fighter jet 
of the Indian Air Force crashed in a field near 
Uttar Pradesh's Agra on 
Monday during a routine 
training sortie after it en-
countered a ‘system mal-function’, officials said.

There were no casual-
ties in the incident, they 
said. The pilot manoeu-
vred the aircraft to en-
sure no damage to life or 
property on the ground 
before ejecting safely, the 
IAF said, adding, a Court 
of Inquiry has been or-
dered to ascertain the 
cause of the crash.

Visuals emerged on 
social media platforms 
showing the fuselage of 
the crashed jet engulfed 

in flames billowing a 
thick cloud of smoke.

A large number of 
curious onlookers gath-
ered near the crash site in the field.

"A MiG-29 aircraft of 
the IAF crashed near 
Agra during a routine 
training sortie today, af-
ter encountering a sys-
tem malfunction. The 
pilot manoeuvred the air-
craft to ensure no dam-
age to life or property on 
ground, before ejecting 
safely. An enquiry has 
been ordered by the IAF, 
to ascertain the cause 
of the accident," the IAF 
posted on X.A MiG-29 fighter air-
craft of the IAF had 
crashed in Rajasthan's 

MiG-29 jet crashes near Agra
Pilot ejects safely; Court of Inquiry ordered

Smoke billows out after an IAF plane crashed, near Agra, on Monday

Barmer on September 2 due to 
a ‘critical’ technical snag.

MP: Woman gives 
birth on handcart, 

newborn dies
PTI, SIDHI (MP): A 
woman in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Sidhi dis-
trict gave birth on a 
handcart after failing 
to get an ambulance in 
time, following which 
authorities issued 
show-cause notices to  some officials.

Urmila Rajak (26) 
started experienc-
ing labour pains on 
Friday night and was 
rushed to a hospital 
in a handcart by fam-
ily members though 
she delivered before 
reaching the facility, 
officials said.

"Staffers examined 
her once she reached 
hospital. The child had 
died in the womb 24 
hours earlier. The fami-
ly lives in a narrow lane 
and had to come out 
on the main road for 
the ambulance, which 
arrived late, " Civil Sur-
geon Deeprani Israni 
told PTI.

APPOINTMENTSAPPOINTMENTS
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Nirmala Sitharaman 
and Kerala Finance 
Minister KN Balagopal 
during a meeting, in 
New Delhi

Karnataka Dy CM D K 
Shivakumar at a public 
meeting in support of 
Congress candidate for 
Channapatna Assembly 
by-polls C P Yogeshwara

Shiv Sena (UBT) Chief 
Uddhav Thackeray and 
NCP (SP) Chief Sharad 
Pawar after a meeting 
ahead of Maharashtra 
Assembly polls, in Mumbai

Former Delhi chief 
minister and AAP 
national convener Arvind 
Kejriwal with newly 
joined party leader B B 
Tyagi, in New Delhi

businessday

View of the Estrel Tower in Berlin's Neukoelln district on 
Monday. The Estrel Tower, a 176-metre tall skyscraper 
under construction in the Neukoelln district of Berlin will 
become the capital’s tallest building and Germany’s tallest 
hotel, after completion

AFP

currency
US Dollar 84.11

British Pound 109.06

Euro 91.71

Russian Ruble 00.85

Kuwaiti Dinar 274.53

Bahraini Dinar 223.72

Qatari Riyal 23.11

Emirati Dirham 22.90

Omani Rial 218.49

bullion
Silver (Rs/Kg) 

94,490
Gold (Rs/10gm)

78,450

markets
Sensex   78782.24      

Nifty       23995.35

voice of india

PTI, NEW DELHI: India's 
manufacturing sector 
growth recovered from 
September's eight-month 
low to 57.5 in October 
fuelled by faster increases 
in total new orders and in-
ternational sales, a monthly 
survey said on Monday.

The seasonally adjusted 
HSBC India Manufacturing 
Purchasing Managers' In-
dex (PMI) rose from Sep-
tember's eight-month low 
of 56.5 to 57.5 in October, 

indicating a substantial and 
accelerated improvement 
in operating conditions.

In PMI parlance, a print 
above 50 means expansion, 
while a score below 50 de-
notes contraction.

"India's headline man-
ufacturing PMI picked up 
substantially in October 
as the economy's operat-
ing conditions continue to 
broadly improve. Rapidly 
expanding new orders and international sales reflect 
strong demand growth 
for India's manufacturing 
sector," Pranjul Bhandari, 
Chief India Economist at  
HSBC, said.

The upturn in perfor-
mance was boosted by 
stronger demand for Indian 
goods. Moreover, the intro-
duction of new products 
and successful marketing 
initiatives helped enhance 
sales performance.

New export orders also 
exhibited stronger growth, 
following the weakest up-
tick in a year-and-a-half 

during September. Panel 
members reported gains in 
new contracts from Asia, 
Europe, Latin America and 
the US.

On the prices front, the 
October data signalled stronger inflationary pres-
sures across India's manu-
facturing sector.

Goods producers were 
also more willing to take 

on additional staff, which 
coupled with rising mate-
rial costs, added to busi-
ness expenses. Both input 
prices and selling charges 
increased at stronger rates.

"Input and output prices 
are both increasing as a re-sult of persistent inflation-
ary pressures in materials, 
labour and transportation 
costs," Bhandari added.

On the employment front, 
not only did manufacturers 
hire extra staff at the start of the third fiscal quarter, 
but also to a greater degree 
than in September. Around 
one in ten panellists report-
ed an increase in employ-

ment, while 1% shed jobs.
Going ahead, Indian man-

ufacturers became more 
optimistic regarding future 
output volumes."To start the third fis-cal quarter, business con-fidence is also very high 
due to expectations of 
continued strong consum-
er demand, new product 
releases and sales pending 
approval," Bhandari said.

The HSBC India Manufac-
turing PMI is compiled by 
S&P Global from respons-es to questionnaires sent 
to purchasing managers 
in a panel of around 400  
manufacturers. 

Mfg growth accelerates in Oct: PMI

S&P GLOBAL 
ESTIMATE

India’s headline manufacturing PMI picked 
up substantially in October as the economy's 

operating conditions continue to broadly improve. 
Rapidly expanding new orders and international sales 
reflect strong demand growth for India's manufacturing 
sector

— Pranjul Bhandari, Chief India Economist at HSBC

PTI, NEW DELHI: Investors' 
wealth eroded by Rs 5.99 lakh 
crore on Monday due to heavy sell-
off in stock markets with the BSE 
Sensex tumbling more than 1%.

Markets were dragged down 
by Reliance Industries, banking 
shares and unabated selling by 
foreign investors. Investors also 
turned cautious ahead of the US 
presidential elections and Feder-
al Reserve interest rate decision 
scheduled to be announced later 
this week.

The BSE 
b e n c h m a r k 
tumbled 941.88 
points or 1.18% 
to settle at 

78,782.24, the lowest closing lev-
el since August 6. During the day, 
it slumped 1,491.52 points or 
1.87% to 78,232.60.

In line with a weak trend in equities, the market capi-
talisation of BSE-listed firms 
eroded by Rs 5,99,539.5 crore 
to Rs 4,42,11,068.05 crore 

($5.26 trillion).
"Markets witnessed broader 

sell-off as investors turned risk 
averse ahead of key US election 
outcome and Federal Reserve's 
policy decision in the next few 
days time. While stretched valu-
ation concerns have been weigh-

ing for sometime, the persistent foreign fund outflows have creat-
ed a lot of uncertainty amongst 
the investors resulting in a  
steep correction.

"Also, corporate earnings have 
failed to meet expectations, which 
has further dampened investors' 

sentiment," said Prashanth Tapse, 
Senior VP (Research), Mehta  Equities Ltd.

From the 30-share Sensex pack, 
Adani Ports, Reliance Industries, 
Sun Pharma, NTPC, Bajaj Finserv, 
Tata Motors, Axis Bank and Titan 
were among the major laggards.

Mahindra & Mahindra, Tech 
Mahindra, State Bank of India, 
HCL Technologies, Infosys and In-
dusInd Bank were the gainers.

Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) offloaded equities worth Rs 
211.93 crore on Friday, according 
to exchange data.

Stock investors become poorer by Rs 5.99 l cr as Sensex tanks over 1%
Gold drops `1,300 to `81,100 per 
10 gm; silver plummets `4,600

PTI, NEW DELHI: Gold prices re-
treated from record high in the 
national capital on Monday, de-
clining Rs 1,300 to Rs 81,100 per 
10 grams following fresh selling by 
stockists and retailers, according 
to the All India Sarafa Association.

The precious metal of 99.9% purity had traded flat at Rs 
82,400 per 10 grams – its all-
time high – on Thursday.

Silver also remained under 
selling pressure and slipped be-
low the Rs 95,000-mark, depre-
ciating Rs 4,600 to Rs 94,900 per 

kg. It had closed at Rs 99,500 per 
kg on Thursday.

Traders said tepid demand from 
jewellers and retailers in local 
markets weighed on gold prices.

Prices of gold of 99.5% purity 
decreased Rs 1,300 to Rs 80,700 
per 10 grams. The yellow metal 
had closed at Rs 82,000 per 10 
grams – its all time high – in the 
previous session on Thursday.

In futures trade on the MCX on 
Monday, gold contracts for Decem-
ber delivery fell Rs 329, or 0.42%, 
to trade at Rs 78,538 per 10 gram.

MONDAY 
MAYHEM

RED GOLD
PTI

Farmers separate spice strands from saffron flowers during the harvesting season, at Pampore, in Pulwama district, on Thursday. 
Kashmiri saffron, one of the world’s most expensive species, is famous worldwide due to its quality

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Fi-
nance Ministry has invited 
applications for the post of 
RBI Deputy Governor in the 
place of Michael Debabra-
ta Patra, whose extended 
term is coming to an end 
on January 14, 2025.

This position of RBI 
Deputy Governor is for 
economists. The selected 
candidate would look after 
the Monetary Policy De-
partment and would also 
be a member of the rate 
setting panel — Monetary  
Policy Committee.

As per the eligibility 
criteria mentioned in the 
public announcement, 
applicants should have 
at least 25 years of work 
experience in Public Ad-
ministration including 
experience at the level of Secretary or equivalent 
in the Government of In-
dia; or have at least 25 

years of work experience 
in an Indian or Interna-
tional Public Financial 
Institution.

Besides, it said, the can-
didates should not be more 
than 60 years of age as on 
January 15, 2025.

The appointment is for a 
period of three years, and the individual is qualified 
for reappointment. The 
position will have a month-
ly salary of Rs 2.25 lakh  
(Level-17).

The last date for sub-
mission of applications 
to the Department of Fi-
nancial Services, Ministry 
of Finance, is November  
30, 2024.

The central bank has 
four deputy governors; 
an economist to oversee 
the monetary policy de-
partment, one commercial 
banker, and two from with-
in the ranks.

Govt invites applications 
for RBI Dy Governor

voice of business

UAE opens its annual oil-and-gas summit, 
pledges to increase output even as prices fall
ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates opened its annual 
oil-and-gas summit on Monday with pledges to increase 
energy output even as global prices have fallen and world 
politics remain uncertain ahead of the US presidential 
election. The massive Abu Dhabi International Petroleum 
Exhibition and Conference comes after the UAE just last 
year hosted the United Nations COP28 climate talks. 
Those talks ended with a call by nearly 200 countries 
to move away from planet-warming fossil fuels — the 
first time the conference made that crucial pledge. But 
the UAE as a whole still plans to increase its production 
of oil to 5 million barrels a day in the coming years as 
it pursues cleaner energies at home. Meanwhile, UAE 
officials have made a point to dodge any questions about 
the US election while maintaining their close ties to Russia 
despite Moscow's war on Ukraine.

Exide Industries consolidated Q2 PAT down 
13.66% on higher expenses, inventories
KOLKATA/NEW DELHI: Exide Industries Ltd on Monday 
reported a 13.66% decline in consolidated profit after tax 
(PAT) at Rs 233.4 crore in the September quarter, impacted 
by higher expenses and inventories. The company had 
posted a consolidated PAT of Rs 270.32 cr in the same 
quarter last fiscal, Exide Industries Ltd said in a regulatory 
filing. Consolidated revenue from operations in the 
quarter under review was at Rs 4,450 cr compared to Rs 
4,371.52 cr in the year-ago period. Total expenses were 
higher at Rs 4,157.63 cr against Rs 4,043.57 cr in the same 
quarter a year ago, the company said. There had been an 
increase in work-in-progress and inventories to the tune 
of Rs 229 cr during the quarter which is more than double 
compared to Rs 107 cr in the comparable quarter last year. 

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Election Commission on 
Monday rescheduled from 
November 13 to November 
20 the assembly bypolls to 
all nine and four seats in 
Uttar Pradesh and Punjab, 
respectively, and one seat in 
Kerala in view of festivals, an official statement said.

In Kerala, the byelection 
to the Palakkad assembly 
seat has been rescheduled, 
while that in Chelakkara 
assembly and Wayanad Lok 
Sabha seats will be held as 
scheduled earlier on No-
vember 13.

Parties including Con-
gress, BJP, BSP and RLD 
had urged the poll body to 

reschedule the bypolls in 
view of various festivals, 
saying that it could impact 
voter turnout.

According to the Con-gress, a significant portion 
of the electorate in the 
Palakkad assembly seat in 
Kerala will celebrate the 
festival of Kalpathi Rathol-
savam from Nov 13 to 15.

In Punjab, the party had 
said, the 555th Prakash 
Parv of Sri Guru Nanak Dev 
will be celebrated on No-
vember 15 and an 'akhand 
path' will be organised from 
November 13 onwards.

The BJP, BSP and the 
RLD had said that in Ut-

tar Pradesh, people trav-
el for three to four days 
ahead of Kartik Purnima, 
which will be celebrated on  
November 15.

As per the earlier sched-
ule announced on October 
15, bypolls to the Wayanad 
parliamentary seat and 47 
assembly seats were to be 
held on November 13 along 
with phase one elections 
for the Jharkhand assembly.

Bypolls to the Nanded 
Lok Sabha seat and the 
Kedarnath assembly con-
stituency were scheduled 
for November 20 along 
with Maharashtra assem-
bly polls and phase two 

of Jharkhand elections. 
There is no change in these  
two bypolls.

The four Punjab assem-
bly seats where bypolls are 
being held are Dera Baba 
Nanak, Chabbewal, Gidder-
baha and Barnala.

The UP assembly seats 
where bypolls are being 
held are: Meerapur, Kunda-
rki, Ghaziabad, Khair, Karh-
al, Sishamau, Phulpur, Kate-
hari and Majhawan.

The date of counting for 
all the byelections will re-
main unchanged -- Novem-
ber 23 -- when votes will 
also be counted for Maha-
rashtra and Jharkhand as-
sembly elections.

In the past too, the 
EC has shifted voting 
dates for assembly elec-
tions and by-elections in  
various states. 

Polling for 13 seats in UP & Punjab, one 
in Kerala rescheduled from Nov 13 to 20

SC relaxes Kerala 
journalist 

Kappan’s bail rider
PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on Mon-
day relaxed the bail 
condition imposed on 
Kerala journalist Sid-dique Kappan in a UAPA 
case saying he doesn't 
have to report to a Uttar 
Pradesh police station 
every week.

A bench of Justices P S 
Narasimhan and Sandeep 
Mehta relaxed the con-
dition imposed by the 
top court on Kappan at 
the time of his bail in  
September, 2022.

"The order dated Sep-
tember 9, 2022, is mod-ified and it shall not be 
necessary for the petition-
er to report to the local 
police station. The other 
prayers made in the pres-
ent application can be ag-
itated independently," said  
the bench.

ASSEMBLY 
BYPOLLS

The date of counting for all the  
byelections will remain unchanged 
— November 23 — when votes will 

also be counted for Maharashtra and 
Jharkhand assembly elections

PTI, MYSURU: The Lokayukta police have 
summoned Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-daramaiah for questioning in the MUDA site allotment case on November 6, official 
sources said on Monday.They had on October 25 questioned his 

wife Parvathi B M, who is also 
an accused in the case.

"We asked him to appear on 
Wednesday morning," a senior Lokayukta official told PTI.

The CM is facing allegations of illegalities 
in the allotment of 14 sites to his wife by 
the Mysuru Urban Development Authority 
(MUDA).

Reacting to Lokayukta police summons, 
Siddaramiah, speaking to reporters in Ha-
veri district, said: "I will go..."

Siddaramaiah, his wife, brother-in-law 
Mallikarjuna Swamy and Devaraju — from 
whom Swamy had purchased a land and 
gifted it to Parvathi — and others have been 
named in the FIR registered by the Mysu-
ru-located Lokayukta police establishment 
on Sept 27. Swamy and Devaraju have also 
deposed before the Lokayukta police.The CM on October 24 filed an appeal be-

fore the division bench of the HC, challeng-
ing the decision of a single judge bench in 
connection with the MUDA site allotment 
case that had come as a setback to him.

The bench of Justice M Nagaprasanna 
had on September 24 dismissed the CM's 
petition challenging Governor Thaawarch-
and Gehlot's approval for a probe against 
him in the case, observing that the guber-
natorial order nowhere "suffers from want 
of application of mind."  

Siddaramaiah had challenged the legali-
ty of Gehlot's sanction for the investigation 
against him in the alleged irregularities 
in the allotment of 14 sites by MUDA in a 
prime locality.

Following the High Court order, a Spe-
cial Court here on the very next day had 
ordered a Lokayukta police probe against Siddaramaiah, and directed to file the in-
vestigation report by December 24.

The Special Court exclusively to deal 
with criminal cases related to former and 
elected MPs/MLAs had issued the order di-
recting the Lokayukta police in Mysuru to 
initiate an investigation on the complaint filed by RTI activist Snehamayi Krishna.

Lokayukta police summon 
Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah

MUDA 
CASE
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Quincy Jones passes away

Quincy 
Jones, 

a versatile 
musical 
genius 
known for 
his incredible 
work across 
jazz, soul, 
and funk, as 
well as for 
producing 
some of the most iconic pop albums of the century, 
including Michael Jackson’s legendary ‘Off the Wall,’ 
‘Thriller,’ and ‘Bad,’ passed away at his residence in Bel Air, 
California on Sunday, November 3. He was 91 years old.

Margot Robbie and her husband Tom 
Ackerley welcome a baby boy

Barbie star Margot Robbie has welcomed her first child, 
a baby boy, with her husband Tom Ackerley. Details 

about the baby's birth time, name, and other specifics are 
still pending. Following the announcement of Margot's 
pregnancy, the couple was spotted together at the London 
tennis tournament held at the All-England Club in July.

Blake Lively attends the 2024 LACMA 
Art + Film Gala at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art

Varun Carvalho, one of the most popular 
names on Goa’s music circuit, is coming 

out with a new song soon. Titled Mog Asun 
Goa, this reggae number will be in Konkani, 
and will be about love. Come Liberation Day, 
Varun will be performing this song as part of a 
show that will also feature British Asian DJ and 
reggae star Apache Indian.

“A few of my close musician friends from 

Goa and abroad – 
people who have 
been with me 
on this beautiful 
journey of music 
– will join me on 
stage. Apache 
Indian will fly in 
from England 

to share the stage  
with us,” Varun told us. This 
show will also be Varun's last 
show in Goa for a while,  
since he’s planning to travel 
abroad soon.

According to Varun, 
Apache Indian first heard his 

Konkani song Maka Naka Tuka 
Naka and liked it so much that 

he asked Varun if he could 
sing on the song 

with him. “I 
told Apache 
that I would 
be doing 
one big 
thank you 
concert for 
Goa and 
he said 

that he would like to be a part of the concert.  
That’s how he decided to be part of the show 
on December 19. He will sing some of his 
hit songs like Boom shak a lak , Arranged 
marriage, No problem, and of course we will 
sing Maka Naka Tuka Naka together.” Varun will 
also perform his hit numbers from his previous 
albums and his upcoming album at the show.

This show will be his last performance in 
Goa for a while as he prepares to leave for 
opportunities abroad. He said, “Wherever I 
have gone – be it Asia, Africa, Europe or even 
America – people have responded to my 
music and rhythm. I will be taking the rhythm 
from Goa and connecting it with the rest of 
the world. But I will always have a connection 
with Goa, since I have got so much love here.” 
He wouldn’t reveal much about his future 
plans, but Varun has told us that he will soon 
be performing at the Independence Day 
celebration in Zimbabwe. 

Varun Carvalho, Apache Indian  
on stage together!

The two musicians will join forces 
on stage for a concert on Liberation 
Day; performance will be one of 
Varun’s last in Goa before he 

moves abroad
Ajit John ajit@herald-goa.com

TRUMP vs HARRISTRUMP vs HARRIS
How are the stars aligned?How are the stars aligned?

MORE SUPPORTERS  
OF HARRIS

Leonardo DiCaprio
Julia Roberts

George Clooney
Jennifer Lawrence
Octavia Spencer

Sarah Jessica Parker
Mindy Kaling

Cardi B
George Clooney

Bruce Springsteen
Oprah Winfrey

Celebrity endorsements for 

DONALD TRUMP
ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER 
Arnold stated, 
”My identity as 
an American takes 
precedence over my affiliation 
with the Republican Party. Therefore, 
this week, I will cast my vote for Kamala 
Harris and Tim Walz. I am sharing this 
with all of you because 
I believe many of you 
share my sentiments. You may not 
recognize our nation, and your anger is justified”.

BEYONCÉ
Beyoncé, the pop 
superstar, showed 
her support for 
Harris during a  
rally in Houston, urging voters 
to ‘vote not just as a celebrity, but 
as a mother’. She highlighted 
Harris’s vision for 
unity and proudly 
introduced her as ‘the next 
president of the United States’.

CHER
The iconic singer Cher 
expressed her support for 
Harris on social media, 
commending her dedication 
to ‘protect our rights’. This 
message struck a chord with 
many of her fans and brought 
even more attention to 

Harris's platform.

USHER
R&B singer Usher, hailing from 
Georgia, joined Harris at an Atlanta rally. 
He shared his pride in her candidacy, calling 
her campaign a ‘struggle for freedom and  
the rights of all’.

LIZZO
Detroit-native rapper Lizzo 
joined forces with Harris to 
respond to Trump’s remarks 
about Detroit. She expressed, 
‘Proud like Detroit, resilient 
like Detroit’, emphasizing 
her backing for Harris as a 
powerful leader.

TAYLOR 
SWIFT

Following an AI-
generated image that 

inaccurately associated 
her with Trump, 

Taylor 
Swift 

took the 
opportunity to clarify her political 
views, showing her support for 
Harris. She shared on social media, 
highlighting Harris as a strong 
advocate for the causes she is 
passionate about, such as equality 
and human rights.

Celebrity Endorsements for  

KAMALA HARRIS

ZACHARY LEVI
Actor Zachary Levi, famous for his performance 
in Shazam!, has shown his support for Trump, even 
though he understands it might have consequences 
for his career. Initially, Levi was in favor of Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr., but once Kennedy stepped 
out of the race, he redirected his support 
to Trump, expressing his conviction that Trump has the 
ability to “take back” America.

KID ROCK
Kid Rock, a frequent presence at Trump 
rallies, has shown unwavering support for 
the former president. He took the stage 
at the Republican National Convention 

(RNC) and notably declared, ‘If you’re with 
Trump, you’re with me’, after an alleged 
assassination attempt on Trump.

HULK HOGAN
Hulk Hogan, the legendary wrestler, 
expressed his support for Trump by making an 
appearance at the RNC, where he gave an impassioned 
speech. ‘Let Trump-a-mania run wild again, brother!’ 
Hogan declared, emphasizing that he could ‘no 
longer keep silent’.

AMBER ROSE
Model and rapper Amber 
Rose showed her backing 
for Trump during the RNC, 
claiming that the media 
distorts his image. She 
explained, ‘For a long time, I 
bought into the falsehoods’, 
pointing to what she 
perceives as media bias.

ROSEANNE BARR
Comedian 
Roseanne 

Barr has expressed 
her backing for Trump, 

frequently sharing 
satirical videos 

that 
target 

Biden. She 
has also taken aim at the current 
administration's 
policies while 
promoting 
various 
conspiracy 
theories 
along the 
way.

The race for the White House has heated up and from the looks  
of it, it might be a photo finish. Here’s a lowdown on which side  

some of America's biggest celebs stand in the US Presidential elections 

EMINEM
Rapper Eminem, known for his outspoken 
criticism of Trump, showed his support for Harris 
by endorsing her and even inviting former 

President Barack Obama to join him on 
stage at her rally in his hometown. Obama 

energized the audience by performing 
snippets of Eminem’s legendary 

song ‘Lose Yourself’, 
highlighting the 
rapper's backing.

Frazer Andrade   frazerandrade@herald-goa.com
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ACROSS
1- Preservative; 5- Mayberry 
kid; 9- Deal; 13- Deli sides; 
15- Ladies of Spain: Abbr.; 
16- Longfellow's bell town; 
17- Backpack part; 18- Cooped 
(up); 19- Light gas; 20- Lawn 
material; 21- Tombstone name; 
23- Oscar-winning "Nashville" 
tune; 25- Treater's words; 
26- Separates metal from ore; 
27- Third day of the week; 30- 
Shade at the beach?; 31- Tiffs; 
32- Located; 37- Crown of the 
head; 38- Gaze intently; 40- 
Evergreen tree; 41- Surprised; 
43- Actress Verdugo; 44- Dawn 
deity; 45- Chemical-free; 
47- Continues a subscription; 
50- Circle segments; 51- Small 
crustacean; 52- Low plant with 
many branches; 53- Part of 
TGIF; 56- Protracted; 57- Cereal 
grain; 59- Door sign; 61- Ms. 
Adams; 62- Joint with a cap; 63- 
Adjust to zero; 64- Doe or fawn; 
65- Sicilian peak; 66- A Chaplin;

DOWN
1- Flat sound; 2- Kind of sax; 
3- Cooking fat; 4- Defunct 
airline; 5- Feathered fisher; 6- 
Get ready for surgery; 7- 007 
creator Fleming; 8- Guess; 9- 
Discussion group; 10- Bothered; 
11- Crucifix; 12- Very small; 14- 
Uses money; 22- Doctor's org.; 
24- Course list; 25- Blender 
maker; 26- Agitate; 27- Dosage 
amts.; 28- ___ the crack of 
dawn; 29- I could ___ horse!; 

32- Downcast; 33- Great grade; 
34- A wedding cake may have 
three of these; 35- Sicilian 
resort; 36- Distribute cards; 38- 
Dawdler; 39- Dick Tracy's love; 
42- Swarm; 43- One engraving; 
45- Sickness at the stomach; 46- 
Horace's "___ Poetica"; 47- ___ 
Island Red; 48- Tennessee ___ 
Ford; 49- Chad neighbor; 51- 
Dog-powered snow vehicle; 52- 
Bingo call; 53- Wishing won't 
make ___; 54- Adolescent; 
55- Mex. miss; 58- Picnic pest; 
60- Prefix with classical;

solution 4680

Instructions  

for Sudoku

9 x 9 letter: To solve a 

Sudoku puzzle, every 

number from 1 to 9 

must appear in each 

of the nine vertical 

columns, in each of 

the nine horizontal 

rows and in each of 

the nine boxes

crossword  4681 sudoku  4681

solution 4680
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art ofeating SIMPLY BECAUSE WE LIVE TO EAT

Mini’s Food Fundas

NOT CAKES, BUT SAVOURY BAKES

Panjim Tuesday              November 5, 2024

Healing and 
Deliverance 

through 
Holy 

Eucharist  
at Velim

The aroma of freshly baked dishes fills the air 
in homes this season, as many of us bake 

a lot more. No, it’s not just cakes and cookies, 
that I am talking about. Those can wait till 
December, but somehow savoury tarts, quiche 
and pies, even good ol’ Mac n cheese, become 
regulars on several home menus.

Comfort food is all we seek post the 
celebrations of festivals and 
perhaps fatigue. Baked 
dishes are just that, fairly 
easier to put together 
and delicious. The air 
redolent with a slight 
crispness, beckons you 
to bake and spend time 
near the warm oven. 

Baking options abound 
even in savoury items. One 
can unleash one’s creativity 
and imagination, based on 
preferences and what is easily 
available. And yes, there are healthier 
versions too. 

Housed inside a crisp tart shell, a quiche, 
is my go-to dish in this season. Mushrooms or 
chicken mince, spinach, cherry tomatoes and 
eggs, baked, make for a delectable robust 
meal. One can opt for a crustless quiche too, 
if the butter-laden base is not calling.

Quiche apart, if a protein-fix is what 
you’re after, a Frittata with eggs, is a great 
choice. Tip in as many veggies you have at 
home, and enjoy a hearty, rustic meal. 

Meats make for the best bakes, 
according to us, Carnivores. In Goa, we are 
all partial to our meaty Sausage rolls. Rustle 

up a batch and you’re set for a few meals, 
or even parties. The light flaky pastry with a 
dense, spicy filling, is hugely enticing. 

A savoury cheesecake is a great choice 
too. A savoury twist on the classic, can have 
a gluten-free breadcrumb base, a cream 
cheese filling and topped with a vibrant 
medley of veggies, as you like them. I make it 
a point to include beetroots in this season.

Sweet potatoes, roasted vegetables and 
sundried tomatoes, make for great toppings, 
offering a melange of flavours. Add ricotta or 
feta, and you have a winner at hand.

I once tried a slow-cooked aubergine in 
a tomato base, topped with cheese and then 
baked. The smooth texture and tart flavours, 
were the perfect pair. Of course, the cheese 
enhanced the dish, manifold. 

Pull-apart breads, Focaccia, Stuffed 
buns, there’s a lot one can do, if you’re ready 
to go the bread route.

Savoury muffins are gaining popularity 
in India too, owing to their versatility and 
ease of baking. From feta to spinach, olives 
to paneer, broccoli to zucchini, one can add 
just about anything and bake muffins. These 
are handy for a meal with soup or even an 
evening snack. 

A savoury bread pudding is a good bet. 
Mix caramelised onions, crushed garlic,  

pork sausages or bacon, veggies, 
cheese, bread and eggs, and one 

can relish a sumptuous dish, 
albeit indulgent. 

If you are not counting 
your calories and 

indulgence is on 
your mind,  
opt for, the  
all-time 

favourite, ham, 
cheese, bread and 

cream, Croque Monsieur. 
I recall tasting a mouthwatering 

Salmon Wellington in London. Puff pastry 
encasing a tender salmon fillet and a filling 
of spinach, creamy cheese and fragrant 
herbs. The memory still lingers on my palate. 

Pasta offers a plethora of baking options, 
as one can add several meats or even 
sea food, topped with cheese and bake, 
resulting in a satiating meal. Rice can be 
substituted with pasta too.

Personally. for me, baking is a stress-
buster, makes me more mindful, alert 
as it calls for precision. I enjoy the entire 
experience. It calms me down.

So, a Mushroom and bell pepper 
crustless quiche, is my bake for tonight, 

Sri Lanka, once Ceylon, has simmered 
in a rich stew of culinary influences 

since the Portuguese landed there in 
1505. Nestled in Southeast Asia, the island 
absorbed flavours from its colonial rulers 
— the Portuguese, Dutch, and British. The 
most potent zing, however, came from 
its nearest neighbour, the state of Tamil 
Nadu in India. Despite this historical 
smorgasbord, Sri Lankan cuisine maintains 
a distinctive identity — traditional dishes 
slow-cooked over fire in earthen pots that 
reflect the island’s commitment to fresh, 
local ingredients. Earthenware delicately 
amplifies the natural flavours of these 
ingredients, many of which are hyper-
local and seasonal and come straight  
from backyard gardens or burgeoning 
organic farms.

On my recent travels through Sri 
Lanka's diverse provinces, I sampled 
several unusual regional dishes that offer 
unique perspective into the country’s 
evolving cuisine.
HOPPERS WITH KIRI HODI, COLOMBO

Rice flour hoppers — thin, bowl-shaped 
egg hoppers, and lacy stacks of string 
hoppers (appam and idiyappam to their 
Tamil cousins) are ubiquitous in Sri Lanka. 
These delicate crepes come alive when 
paired with seafood curry, a fiery crunch 
of pol sambol (coconut relish), or the 
nuanced heat of rich crab roe paste. It was 
in Colombo, at the Ports of Call restaurant 
at the Taj Samudra, where one can taste 
another delicious pairing — hoppers with 
kiri hodi (coconut milk curry).

“In our traditional coconut milk 
curry, each ingredient plays a vital role. 
Plump onions release their sweetness, 
fiery green chillies add a playful heat, 
and the Pandanus leaf is a secret layer of 
the tropics,” says executive chef Samila 
Kumarasinghe. What truly steals the 
spotlight is the pol kiri — the first extract 
of coconut milk, which he describes 
as reminiscent of the creaminess of 
moonlight. "Enriched with uluhal 
(fenugreek seeds), cinnamon, and kaha 
kudu (turmeric), our kiri hodi boasts a 
colour that rivals the setting sun."

This curry gets its body from fenugreek, 
and the pandanus leaf (rampe) adds layers 
complex enough to make a spice rack 
blush. Throw in some fish or veggies, and 

you have a hearty meal.
FRIED TILAPIA WITH BITTER GOURD 
SALAD, HABARANA

In the heart of Habarana in Sri 
Lanka's Anuradhapura District, I tasted 
another iconic culinary pairing — crispy 
fried tilapia and bitter gourd salad. 
Ruwan and his family who run the Tree 
House Ambasewana Resort explained 
its preparation. “We marinate the fish 
for two hours in a mixture of rice flour, 
eggs, a hint of aniseed powder, a dash of 
chilies, powdered cloves for that exotic 
touch, turmeric for vibrancy, coriander 
for freshness, and just the slightest hint of 
peppery heat,” he said. 

Emphasising the significance of day’s 
the catch, he added, "Tilapia, occasionally 
referred to as St. Peter’s fish, holds a prime 
position as a staple catch in the waters of 
Habarana Lake.”  

The fish is fried in coconut oil in 
earthenware pots over a crackling wood 
fire. It is a textural masterpiece — crispy 
on the outside and oh-so-flaky on the 
inside. For the bitter gourd salad, bitter 
gourd is deseeded, sliced into rounds, 
fried over a wood fire, and combined with 
freshly chopped onions and tomatoes. It is 
finished with fresh lemon, and best eaten 
with kalu heenati (brown rice), sautéed 
white potatoes, aromatic Lankan chicken 
curry, pol sambol, beetroot salad, and 
crunchy pappadams. 
YOUNG JACKFRUIT CURRY  
AND TODDY, KANDY

In Kandy, nestled in Sri Lanka's central 
province, I samped young jackfruit curry 
(polos curry) with Kalu Heenati brown rice 

accompanied by the fresh nectar of tapped 
toddy. The jackfruit curry, reminiscent 
of a creamy risotto, was a labour of love, 
requiring almost two hours of dedicated 
preparation. 

The freshness of ingredients is of 
paramount importance,” says chef Tharaka 
Gunarathnawhich of Mahaweli Reach 
Hotel, “which is why we use whole spices, 
and grind them just before cooking this 
curry.” He heats coconut oil in an earthen 
pot, and the crackling sounds of mustard 
and fenugreek seeds fills our ears. He 
stirs gently, allowing the ingredients to 
come together. Finally, he adds in grated 
coconut, young jackfruit, its pre-boiled 
seeds, and lime juice, allowing it simmer 
until the curry achieves a tender, golden 
velvet texture.

Topped with crispy onions and fried 
curry leaves for a satisfying crunch, the 
dish is paired with rice, and a coconut 
milk-based white wattakka (pumpkin) 
curry. Meanwhile, a seasoned toddy 
tapper presents a glass of freshly tapped 
toddy with whole peppercorn and pickled 
shallots to complete the experience.
BANANA BLOSSOM MELLUM AND 
BRINJAL MOJU, GAL OYA

In Sri Lanka's Eastern province, Wild 
Glamping Gal Oya has an inviting selection 
of unusual tribal flavours. In their rustic, 
grass-thatched restaurant, I tasted banana 
blossom, a leafy superfood revered in the 
region. Chef Chandan Kumardasa shared 
that it was the morning’s harvest from their 
farm. “The flower’s centre is white, with a 
subtle bitterness and a texture reminiscent 
of bamboo shoots and palm hearts.” To 

temper the bitterness, he mixes the banana 
bloom with mellum (shredded vegetable), 
incorporating fresh coconut, shallots,  
curry leaves, garlic, green chillies, and 
spices. On the side was brinjal (wambat) 
moju, an eggplant pickle and creamy 
pumpkin prawns.
SRI LANKAN MUD CRAB CURRY, 
NEGOMBO

For travellers using Colombo as their 
entryway to the country, Negombo, on 
the south coast of Sri Lanka, often marks 
their exit. Blessed with coastal proximity, 
this Dutch-inspired city brags an impressive 
display of seafood offerings. Among them, 
the mud crab curry is truly exquisite. The 
dish places utmost importance on the 
quality and freshness of its ingredients — 
mud crabs are picked on the same day and 
the curry is traditionally cooked in earthen 
utensils, enhancing its loamy flavours.

At Jetwing Blue Hotel, chef Kaushalya 
Batagoda took me through the recipe. 
“We begin toasting cumin seeds and black 
peppercorns to release their fragrant 
aroma. Next, grated coconut takes centre 
stage, sautéed until it achieves a beautiful 
golden brown colour,” he says. In another 
pot, as he heats coconut oil, and adds 
mustard, fennel seeds, and some spices, 
he adds the coconut paste with mud crabs 
and allows it to simmer until tender. “We 
finish with coconut milk and tamarind 
pulp, an infusion of moringa leaves and 
lemon juice." The mud crab curry receives 
a garnishing of moringa leaves and is 
served hot with egg kothu—made from 
leftover parotta, sautéed vegetables, and 
scrambled eggs.

Sri Lankans, like most on the 
subcontinent, have a serious sweet 
tooth. Every meal ends with a comforting 
dessert. Buffalo curd with palm treacle is a 
favourite choice, but there is another gem 
called watalappan — a rich, creamy baked 
coconut custard infused with fragrant 
cardamom, and nutmeg, and sweetened 
with kitul jaggery. Brought to Sri Lanka by 
the Malays during the 18th century, under 
Dutch rule, watalappan has secured its spot 
as a beloved dessert on the island. Often 
garnished with nuts for added texture, the 
sweet holds a special place in the Muslim 
community of Sri Lanka, especially during 
Ramadan and Eid.

Exploring Sri Lankan cuisine 
through six iconic dishes

Sweets done, let’s bake 
now. And no, not cakes 

yet, but comforting 
savoury fare - pies, 

tarts, quiche and more

Mini Ribeiro 

an independent food critic and columnist, 
will be acquainting readers with the 

latest food and beverage trends based on 
personal insights and experiences 

Global demand for Asian flavours 
and ingredients has grown 

significantly in recent years. Enter a cafe 
and you’ll find matcha latte alongside 
coffee house classics. Likewise, miso, 
yuzu, teriyaki, tikka masala, bulgogi 
and kimchi are now familiar sights 
on menus and supermarket shelves 
outside of the region.

Asia’s diverse culinary landscape is a 
product of the region’s distinct cultures, 
ingredients and innovative cooking 
techniques. For example, Southeast Asian 
dishes are known for their bold flavours 
and aromatic ingredients like chili 
peppers, lemongrass, kaffir lime and fish 
sauce, while Indian cuisine is a complex 
blend of spices and herbs such as cumin, 
coriander, turmeric and cardamom.

Thanks to social media, increasing 
globalisation and accessibility, and 
successful cultural exports like 
Japanese anime and manga, Korean 
Wave, and Bollywood, consumer 
demand for all things Asian is surging. 
Innova marketing insights showed 
that two in three consumers are open 

to trying new international food, with 
Asian cuisines ranking second most 
popular for meals (after the consumer’s 
local cuisine).

HEAT AND SMOKE FLAVOURS 

LEADING THE WAY

One of the prominent taste profiles 
driving the Asian fever are hot, spicy, 
and smoked flavours. Consumers 
are showing an affinity for heat, with 
FMCG Gurus reporting that 82% 
indicate they like hot and spicy flavours. 
These flavours are often associated 
with comforting, even happy, taste 
experiences while barbecue has always 
been part of Asia’s DNA.

The 2024 Kerry Taste Charts 
show that smoked chilli, Korean spicy 

chicken, Thai satay beef, sambal, 
Sichuan mala, tom yum, ghost chilli, 
Sriracha, gochujang, yuzu pepper and 
Chinese five spice are Asian flavours 
that continue to set appetites on fire.

An Innova Market Insights study 
supports this, showing a 4% increase 
in global launches of chili-flavoured 
packaged foods and beverages and a 
5% rise in spice and seed flavours over 
the last five years.

As consumers become more 
well-travelled, they also become 
more discerning in taste and flavour. 
Manufacturers must be able to bring an 
authentic savoury taste experience to 
their products to give consumers the 
real deal. Product categories with the 

most innovation are snacks, sauces and 
seasonings, ready meals and meal kits, 
and soups.
WELLNESS TREND DRIVING DEMAND 

FOR JAPANESE AND KOREAN 

CUISINE

Consumers have always viewed 
Japanese and Korean food as healthy 
as both cuisines place great importance 
on freshness, simplicity, healthier 
cooking methods, and gut-friendly 
fermented foods such as miso and 
kimchi. Japan has the world’s longest 
living people who attribute their high 
life expectancy in part to their diet.

Global demand for Japanese 
and Korean cuisine continues to 
rise. According to Japan’s Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 
there were around 187,000 Japanese 
restaurants outside of the country 
in 2023, a 20% increase from 2021, 
with US and Europe being the biggest 
markets outside of Asia.

Similarly, South Korea exported 
around US$156 million worth of kimchi in 
2023, up 10.5% from the year before. The 

exports reached 92 countries with Japan, 
US, the Netherlands, Australia and UK 
making up the top five biggest markets.

While Japanese dishes like sushi, 
ramen, and udon have become menu 
staples, Kerry Taste Charts reveal that 
consumers are also taking interest in other 
ingredients such as sake (rice wine), rice 
vinegar, miso, kinako (roasted soybean 
flour), fermented tofu and matcha.

Miso is one of the early Japanese 
ingredients to gain popularity out of 
Asia, thanks to its versatility 
in providing rich umami 
flavours. Industry players 
can use stocks and 
broths to enhance the 
umami flavour profile 
of their products, while 
providing alternatives 
to the health-conscious 
consumer.

When it comes to beverages, 
sweet and fruity flavours continue to 
be the consumer’s go-to soft drink 
flavours. Coming out of the region, 
Asian fruits such as yuzu, passionfruit, 

kumquat, Fuji apple and longan are 
trending based on Kerry’s Taste Charts. 
Botanicals like floral, spicy and minty 
flavours are also gaining popularity.

Yuzu appeared in various food and 
beverage applications including yuzu-
flavoured beers. In fact, consumer 
demand for alcoholic beverages 
have surged in recent years due to 
the introduction of new and unique 
flavours. Future Market Insights predicts 

the global alcoholic flavours market 
to grow at 4.7% CAGR and hit 

US$11.6 billion by 2033.
Who would have 

thought that consumers 
would welcome unique 
flavours pairings like 
yuzu beer miso-

infused macarons? Asian 
flavours will continue to 

captivate global consumers 
as new and exciting flavours continue 
to be created. Understanding the 
uniqueness, complexity, and nuances 
of these exotic flavours is crucial if 
brands want to stay ahead of the curve.

Healing and 
Deliverance 

Service through Holy 
Eucharist led by Fr 
Anthony Lopez and 
team is being held 
every first Wednesday 
of the Month at Velim. 

The service begins 
with Rosary, Mass, 
Praise and Worship, 
Word of God and 
Eucharistic Adoration.  
Venue: St Rock 
Church, Tollecanto, 
Velim
Date: November 6
Time: 5 pm to 8 pm

Three key Asian flavour trends taking over the world
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xxx xxx xxx Pope Francis presides a 

mass in memory of the 
Cardinals and Bishops 
deceased during the 
year at St Peter’s 
basilica in The Vatican

German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz (R) 
welcomes NATO 
Secretary General 
Mark Rutte at the 
Chancellery in Berlin

External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar 
meets Jeannette 
Young, Governor 
of Queensland, in 
Brisbane

Gen Anil Chauhan, Chief 
of Defence Staff and his 
Algerian counterpart Gen 
Saíd Chanegriha sign an 
MoU on bilateral befence 
cooperation, in Algiers

allovertheworld

Britain's Prince William, Prince of Wales, speaks to an 
attendee at the Earthshot Prize Climate Leaders Youth 
Programme at Rooftop on Bree in Cape Town, on Monday

voice of the world

AFP

PTI, OTTAWA: Protestors carrying Khalistani flags 
clashed with people at a 
Hindu temple in Brampton, 
triggering condemnation 
by Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau who said every 
Canadian has the right to 
practise their faith freely 
and safely.

On Sunday, Peel Region-
al Police said that a pro-
test occurred at the Hindu 
Sabha temple in Brampton and unverified videos cir-
culating on social media 
appeared to show demon-
strators holding banners in 
support of Khalistan, Cana-
dian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion reported.The videos showed fist fights and people strik-
ing each other with poles 
on what appears to be the 
grounds surrounding the 
Hindu Sabha Mandir tem-
ple, the report added.Taking to X, Trudeau thanked the local authori-
ties for the swift response 

to protect the community 
and probe this incident.

"The acts of violence at 
the Hindu Sabha Mandir 
in Brampton today are 
unacceptable. Every Cana-
dian has the right to prac-
tice their faith freely and safely. Thank you to the 
Peel Regional Police for 
swiftly responding to pro-
tect the community and 
investigate this incident," 
Trudeau said in a post on X on Monday.

India condemned the at-tack with an expectation 
that those indulging in vio-
lence "will be prosecuted".

In a statement, the Minis-try of External Affairs said 
that New Delhi remains 
"deeply concerned" about 
the safety and security of 
Indian nationals in Canada.

"We condemn the acts of violence perpetrated by ex-

tremists and separatists at 
the Hindu Sabha Temple in 
Brampton, Ontario yester-
day. We call on the govern-
ment of Canada to ensure 
that all places of worship 
are protected from such at-tacks," MEA Spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal was quoted 
as saying in the statement."We also expect that 
those indulging in violence 
will be prosecuted," he said.

The High Commission of 
India in Ottawa also issued 
a strong statement on Mon-
day condemning the recent attack on Brampton's Hin-
du Sabha temple by "an-
ti-India" elements.

This incident disrupted 
a consular event co-organ-
ised by the Hindu Sabha 
Mandir and the Indian con-
sulate.

In its statement, the High Commission remarked, We 
have seen violent disrup-
tion today (November 3), 
orchestrated by anti-In-
dia elements outside the 
consular camp co-organ-
ised with the Hindu Sab-
ha Mandir in Brampton,  

near Toronto. 
The statement further 

added, "We also remain 
very concerned for the safe-
ty of applicants, including 
Indian nationals, on whose 
demand such events are 

organised in the first place. 
Despite these efforts by 
anti-India elements, our 
Consulate was able to issue more than 1000 life certifi-
cates to the Indian and Ca-
nadian applicants..."

Clashes at Hindu temple in Canada
Trudeau says ‘unacceptable’

PTI, NEW DELHI: The ‘deliberate attack’ on a Hindu temple in Canada sparked 
strong condemnation in India on Monday, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi asking 
the Canadian government to ensure justice 
and uphold the rule of law.

Political parties and religious organisa-
tions in India also demanded that the Ca-nadian government take steps to ensure 
that such incidents are not repeated.

New Delhi said it remains "deeply con-
cerned" about the safety and security of 
Indian nationals in Canada while Prime Minister Modi also flayed the "cowardly 
attempts" to intimidate Indian diplomats.

The development comes as India-Can-
ada ties remain deeply troubled over the North American country's alleged support 
to Khalistani separatists and its accusation of India's involvement in the killing of Har-
deep Singh Nijjar, a Canadian citizen who 
has been designated a terrorist by India.In a post on X, Modi said, "I strongly condemn the deliberate attack on a Hindu 
temple in Canada. Equally appalling are 
the cowardly attempts to intimidate our 
diplomats. Such acts of violence will never weaken India's resolve."

He added, "We expect the Canadian gov-
ernment to ensure justice and uphold the 
rule of law."Official sources noted that this is the first statement by Modi since the recent 
slump in India-Canada ties.In a statement, the Ministry of External Affairs said it expects that those indulging 
in violence will be prosecuted and called 
on the government of Canada to ensure 
that all places of worship are protected from such attacks.

"We condemn the acts of violence perpe-trated by extremists and separatists at the 
Hindu Sabha Temple in Brampton, Ontario 
yesterday. We call on the government of 
Canada to ensure that all places of worship are protected from such attacks," MEA Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal was quoted 
as saying in the statement."We also expect that those indulging in 
violence will be prosecuted. We remain 
deeply concerned about the safety and 
security of Indian nationals in Canada. The outreach of our consular officers to 
provide services to Indians and Canadian citizens alike will not be deterred by intim-
idation, harassment and violence," he said.

Attack draws strong condemnation in India

TEMPLE 
ATTACK

The acts of violence at the Hindu Sabha Mandir 
in Brampton today are unacceptable. Every 

Canadian has the right to practice their faith freely and 
safely. Thank you to the Peel Regional Police for swiftly 
responding to protect the community and investigate 
this incident

— Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister, Canada

BATTLEFIELD TROPHIES
AFP

Visitors inspect a US-made M1 Abrams battle tank as they visit an exhibition of western military equipment captured by Russian 
forces in Kharkiv and Sumy regions of Ukraine at the 'Russia - My History' Historical Park in Saint Petersburg, on Monday

AP, KYIV: Germany's top 
diplomat arrived Monday in the Ukrainian capital 
Kyiv on an unannounced 
visit, in what appeared 
to be a show of European support for Ukraine on the 
eve of a US presidential 
election that could bring 
far-reaching changes in Washington's policy to-ward Russia's all-out inva-
sion of its neighbour.Germany is Ukraine's 
second biggest weapons 
supplier after the US, and Foreign Minister Annale-na Baerbock vowed that Berlin's backing would  
remain steadfast.

“Together with many 
partners around the world, Germany stands firmly by Ukraine's side,” she said, 
German news agency dpa 
reported. “We will support the Ukrainians for as long 
as they need us so that they 

can continue on their path to a just peace.”
The war is at a critical moment for Ukraine, with the Russian army making 

creeping gains on the bat-tlefield and another hard 
winter ahead after Russia 
relentlessly battered the Ukrainian power grid.

With his army under 
severe Russian pressure in the eastern Donetsk region, Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said Monday that West-
ern military aid deliver-
ies have accelerated, in-
cluding for artillery.

The grinding attrition-
al warfare being fought in Ukraine requires large 
amounts of ammuni-tion, and Ukrainian offi-
cials have long grumbled 
that Western pledges of support take too long  
to arrive.

Germany’s top 
diplomat in Kyiv 

AFP, VALENCIA: Rescuers plunged 
into inundated garages on Monday to find victims of Spain's deadliest floods 
in a generation  as fresh downpours sparked transport chaos in the north-
eastern region of Catalonia.

The toll stands at 217 dead -- almost 
all in the eastern Valencia region -- 
with the country dreading the discov-ery of more corpses as an unknown 
number of people remain missing.National weather service AEMET 
announced the end of the emergency for Valencia but torrential rain struck 
Catalonia, where residents received 
telephone alerts urging the utmost 
caution.Barcelona's El Prat airport, Spain's second busiest, said 50 flights were 
cancelled or delayed and 17 diverted 
on Monday, while the city closed some flooded metro stations and regional 
trains were suspended.

Images on social media showed cars ploughing through flooded roads 
in the Barcelona suburbs of Castell-
defels and Gava and bare-footed trav-
ellers wading through water that had 
seeped into El Prat.

Spain also grappled with the after-math of an extraordinary outburst of popular anger in which crowds heck-
led and hurled mud at King Felipe VI, 
Queen Letizia and Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sanchez.

The Civil Guard has opened an 
investigation into the chaos in the 
ground-zero town of Paiporta that cut 
short their visit on Sunday, Interior Minister Fernando Grande-Marlaska 
told public broadcaster TVE.

He blamed "marginal groups" for 
instigating the violence where mud spattered the monarchs' face and 

clothes and a window of Sanchez's car was broken.
The incident underscored growing anger at the authorities' preparation 

for and reaction to the catastrophe.Experts have questioned the warn-
ing systems that failed to alert the 
population in time and the speed of 
the response."They were saying 'alert for water', 
but they should have said it was a flood," Teresa Gisbert, 62, told AFP in 
the destroyed town of Sedavi, saying 
she had "lost everything".

Thousands of soldiers, police of-ficers, civil guards and firefighters spent a sixth day distributing aid and clearing mud and debris to find bodies.But relief works only reached some 
towns days after the disaster and in many cases volunteers were the first 

to provide food, water, sanitation and 
cleaning equipment."We shouldn't romanticise it: the 
people saved the people because we 
were abandoned," said Jorge, 25, a res-
ident of the town of Chiva where the 
royals cancelled their visit on Sunday.

Divers on Monday concentrated 
their search for missing bodies in ga-rages and a multi-storey car park in the town of Aldaia.

The storm caught many victims in 
their vehicles on roads and in under-ground spaces such as car parks, tun-
nels and garages where rescue opera-tions are particularly difficult.Local authorities in Valencia extend-
ed travel restrictions for another two 
days, cancelled classes and urged res-idents to work from home to facilitate the work of the emergency services. 

Spain dreads more flood deaths  
as rain pounds Catalonia

People clear mud from a street in Alfafar, in the region of Valencia, eastern Spain, on 
Monday,  following devastating floods

AP, MAUMERE (INDONE-
SIA): Indonesia's Nation-
al Disaster Management Agency said on Monday 
that at least 10 people have 
died as a series of volcanic 
eruptions widens on the 
remote island of Flores.

The eruption at Mount Lewotobi Laki Laki around midnight spewed thick 
brownish ash as high as 
2,000 metres into the air 
and hot ashes hit sever-
al villages, burning down 
houses including a convent 
of Catholic nuns, said Fir-man Yosef, an official at the Mount Lewotobi Laki Laki 
monitoring post.

He said volcanic material was thrown up to 6 kilom-
eters from its crater, blan-keting nearby villages and 

towns with tons of volcanic 
debris and forcing resi-dents to flee.

Rescuers were still 
searching for more bodies 
buried under collapsed houses, said Abdul Muhari, 
the National Disaster Man-agement Agency's spokes-
person. Muhari said all the 
bodies, including a child, were found with a 4-kilom-
eter radius of the crater.

He said at least 10,000 
people have been affect-ed by the eruption in six 
villages of Wulanggitang 
District, and four villages 
in Ile Bura district. Some have fled to relatives' 
houses while the local 
government is readying 
schools to use as tempo-
rary shelters.

Volcanic eruption burns 
houses in Indonesia

10 people killed; debris blankets 
several villages

Members of a rescue team carry away body bags containing 
deceased people at Klatanlo village, in East Flores Regency, 
East Nusa Tenggara, on Monday

Pak’s Punjab 
province 
ministers 

blame India for 
worsening smog

PTI, LAHORE: Ministers in Pakistan's Punjab province 
on Monday blamed winds 
from India for worsening 
smog here, urging the In-dian authorities to take up 
the matter seriously, after the air quality index in the 
capital city hit a record high over the weekend.Toxic grey smog has sickened tens of thou-
sands of people since 
last month when the air 
quality started worsen-
ing in Lahore, the city 
bordering India.

The concentration of 
PM 2.5, or tiny particu-
late matter, in the air, ap-
proached 450, considered 
hazardous, the Punjab 
Environment Protection 
Department said.

"The wind direction 
brings air from India into Pakistan, yet India does not seem to be taking this 
problem as seriously as 
it should," Punjab Infor-mation Minister Azma Bokhari said.

She urged the Indian side of Punjab state to take 
this matter seriously."Delhi ranks first in 
smog levels today, with 
Lahore following closely in second place. Delhi's air quality index is around 393, while Lahore's is 
close to 280," she said.

Japan successfully 
launches defence 

satellite

AP, TOKYO: Japan 
launched a defence satel-
lite aimed at speedier com-
munication and military operations on a new flag-ship H3 rocket on Monday 
and successfully placed it 
into orbit, as the country seeks to build up its mili-
tary capability amid grow-
ing tension in the region.The H3 No 4 rocket lifted 
off from the Tanegashima 
Space Centre on a south-
western Japanese island. 
Everything went as planned 
and the satellite was suc-
cessfully put into a targeted orbit, the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, or JAXA, announced.The rocket was carrying 
a Defense Ministry satel-lite, Kirameki No 3, which uses X-band communica-
tion for information and 
data sharing, as well as 
military operations and 
command. 

Maj Gen Yasuhiro Kato, 
the Joint Staff Systems 
Department chief, told 
an online joint news con-
ference from Tanegashi-ma that the triple X-band 
communication satellite 
system would enable high-
speed, large-capacity data 
transmission and com-munication across Japan's Ground, Maritime and Air 
Self Defence Forces, as well 
as with units deployed overseas on peacekeeping missions or exercises.

Pak Navy test-fires ballistic missile having 
range of 350 km from warship
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Navy successfully test-fired an 
indigenously developed ballistic missile having a range 
of 350 km from a warship, it said on Monday. "The missile 
system with a range of 350 km is capable of hitting land 
and sea targets with high precision,” according to the 
Pakistan Navy. The system is equipped with an advanced 
navigation system with features to change its direction 
and speed. Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf, 
senior officers of the Pakistan Navy, scientists and 
engineers witnessed the demonstration of test-firing 
of the missile. President Asif Ali Zardari, Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee 
and Services Chiefs congratulated the participating navy 
units and scientists on the missile test. 

Bengali only Indian language on  
New York’s ballot papers
NEW YORK: More than 200 languages are spoken in New 
York, according to the Department of City Planning, 
backing the claim of it being the melting pot of America. 
However, the ballot papers in the US presidential elections 
will have only four other languages apart from English.
And guess what? Bengali represents the Indian languages 
in this list. The US will on Tuesday vote to elect its 
47th President. “We are required to service four other 
languages besides English. It is Chinese, Spanish, Korean 
and Bengali as the Asian languages," says Micheal J Ryan, 
Executive Director, Board of Elections, NYC. Subhshesh, 
who works as a sales agent in a store in Times Square, 
has Bengali roots. He is happy that his father living in the 
Queens area will get linguistic assistance when he goes to 
cast his vote. “People like me know English but there are 
many in our community who are comfortable in the native 
language. I am sure my father will like the idea of seeing a 
Bengali language ballot paper," says Subhshesh.



successful and peaceful con-duct of the first democratic elections in over a decade".He said this was a testa-ment to the enduring spirit of democracy, the strength of institutions, and the faith that the people of this re-gion have in their democrat-ic representation through this assembly."It is a privilege to wit-ness the restoration of this august House, which once again reflects the aspira-tions of the people of J-K," he said.Sinha said one of the most encouraging aspects of the assembly elections was the high voter turnout which reflects the endur-ing faith of the people in  democratic processes."The high turnout, par-ticularly in regions that traditionally could not par-ticipate fully because of a vociferous minority sym-

pathetic to separatist sen-timents, indicates that the people of J-K continue to see electoral participation as a means to voice their con-cerns and aspirations."The successful comple-tion of the electoral process marks an epoch in the histo-ry of J-K," he added.Sinha said he looks for-ward to working together with all to strengthen the democratic institutions and provide the people with governance and the future they deserve.The LG said the govern-ment is fully committed to implementing the promises made to the people for fur-ther political empowerment and for creating an enabling environment for employ-ment, sustainable develop-ment, social inclusiveness and expansion of the econ-omy to enhance the overall quality of life.
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PTI, NEW DELHI: Opposi-tion MPs in the parliamen-tary committee scrutinising the Waqf (Amendment) Bill are scheduled to meet Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 

Oppn MPs indicate move to disassociate 
from Parliament  panel on Waqf Bill

Opposition members say they are unhappy over Chair’s unilateral decisions, attempts to bulldoze proceedingson Tuesday to protest its chairperson Jagdambika Pal's alleged ‘unilateral’ decisions and attempts to ‘bulldoze’ proceedings, in-dicating that they may dis-associate themselves from the panel.Claiming that they have been ‘stonewalled’ during the committee's proceed-ings, opposition MPs have listed their grievances, in-cluding objections against the proposed law, in the letter addressed to Birla.Senior counsel Harish Salve is likely to appear before the parliamentary panel on Tuesday on behalf of the Dawoodi Bohra com-munity.Opposition sources said they have prepared a joint letter – signed by a num-ber of MPs, including Con-

gress's Mohammad Jawed and Imran Masood, DMK's Raja, AIMIM's Asaduddin Owaisi, AAP's Sanjay Singh and TMC's Kalyan Banerjee – that will be submitted it to the Speaker on Tuesday.They accused Pal, a four-term MP representing the BJP, of taking "unilateral decisions" on fixing the dates of sittings -- which were at times for three con-secutive days -- and whom to call as witnesses.They said it is not prac-tically possible for MPs to interact with deposers with 

adequate preparation.The committee's pro-ceedings have been marred by frequent protests from opposition members over a host of issues, while the BJP members have accused them of deliberately trying to scuttle its work.With the Bill taking on distinct political hues and both the ruling BJP and the opposition INDIA bloc firm on their stand in favour and against it respectively, the panel's meetings have often resembled a political battleground as it works in 

overdrive to meet its dead-line of the first week of Par-liament's winter session.In their joint letter, op-position MPs will urge Birla to direct Pal to have a formal consultation with members of the committee before taking any decision to assure the country that the committee is function-ing in a free and fair man-ner, without any bias and departure from the estab-lished parliamentary pro-cedures."Otherwise, we humbly submit that we may be forced to disassociate with the committee once for all as we have been stone-walled," it said.Asserting that the joint committee of Parliament examining the Bill is like a mini Parliament, they 

said the panel should not be treated as a mere "ven-tilating chamber" to get the proposed legislation passed as "desired" by the government, ignoring the due process.Not giving reasonable time against the will of the committee's members is nothing but an act of "atrocious onslaught on the Constitutional religion and Parliament".Opposition MPs have also recorded their strong reservations against the Bill, claiming that the gov-ernment's step is nothing but a surreptitious attempt to mitigate the earlier leg-islations of 1995 and 2013, enacted by Parliament with due care ensuring the sec-ular credentials of the Con-stitution.

Claiming that they have been  
‘stonewalled’ during the committee’s 

proceedings, opposition MPs have listed 
their grievances, including objections 
against the proposed law, in the letter 

addressed to Birla

PTI, SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj Sinha assured the newly elected legislative assembly on Monday that the Omar Abdullah govern-ment will make all efforts for the restoration of full statehood and constitu-tional guarantees available to the state.Restoration of full state-hood and constitutional guarantees would be a "be-fitting reciprocation" of the faith reposed by the people of Jammu and Kashmir in democratic institutions, he said in his maiden address to the assembly.Sinha said the govern-ment is "fully geared up to realise" the hopes and expectations of people. In the backdrop of the de-mand for restoration of statehood, the LG said that this aspiration remained strong, pointing out that Prime Minister Narendra Modi had, on several occa-sions, expressed his com-mitment to it."The Council of Minis-ters of Jammu and Kash-mir has recently passed a unanimous resolution call-ing for the immediate res-toration of statehood. This resolution reflects the col-

lective will of the elected representatives, echoing the aspirations of the peo-ple for the reinstatement of full democratic govern-ance."My government will make all efforts for res-toration of full statehood and constitutional guaran-tees available to the state. It would be a befitting reciprocation of the faith reposed by the people of Jammu and Kashmir in our democratic institu-tions," he said in the cer-emonial speech that puts forward the government's agenda and is cleared by the cabinet.In a clear message to all parties, Sinha urged every stakeholder to work to-gether as one team and extend full support to "my government in fulfilling the hopes and aspirations of the people".Sinha said the high vot-er turnout in the assembly 

polls reflected the endur-ing faith of the people in the democratic process 
and added that the elec-tions, the first since the abrogation of Article 370 in August 2019 and the reorganisation of J-K into a Union Territory, are "a crit-ical milestone" in restoring democratic governance after a period of "political uncertainty".He also said the govern-ment will make efforts to rehabilitate Kashmiri mi-grants in the valley with dignity, for which a safe and secure environment will be created."Work on transit ac-commodation projects for Kashmiri migrants employees will be speed-ed up for providing them suitable accommodation at designated places," he said.Welcoming the newly elected members, he said "we gather here after the 

J&K govt to make all efforts for restoration of full 
Statehood, says LG Sinha in address to Assembly

My government will make all efforts for 
restoration of full Statehood and constitutional 

guarantees available to the State. It would be a 
befitting reciprocation of the faith reposed by the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir in our democratic 
institutions

— Manoj Sinha, Lt Governor, Jammu and Kashmir

HP: Polish 
paraglider 

stranded after 
mid-air collision

PTI, DHARAMSHALA 
(HP): A paraglider from Poland was stranded in Dhauladhar hills in Kan-gra district of Himachal Pradesh after a mid-air collision with another paraglider, officials said  on Monday.Efforts to airlift the par-aglider, who was identified as Andrew Babinski, failed due to tough terrain on Monday, they said.Babinski got stranded in Dhauladhar hills on Sun-day after colliding with another paraglider mid-air, Sub-Divisional Magis-trate (SDM), Baijnath, D C Thakur told PTI.An attempt to res-cue him on Monday us-ing a chopper failed due to tough terrain. The land search party will soon reach the spot, the  officer said.Babinski is in touch with paragliding organisers and the local administration, according to the officials.

Shots fired in 
two shops in 

Delhi
PTI, NEW DELHI: Two shooting incidents oc-curred in Delhi on Mon-day, police said. There were no reports of any injuries in either case.Three motorcy-cle-borne men opened fire in a property deal-er's shop in outer north Delhi's Alipur area, they said.Deputy Commissioner of Police (Outer North) Nidhin Valsan said they received information about shots being fired in the Budhpur locality of Alipur around 3 pm. Teams were immediately sent to the spot.It was found upon inquiry that three men entered the office of a property dealer and opened fire before fleeing. Police teams are checking CCTV camera footage to trace the accused, the officer said.Crime and forensic teams were also called to the spot.The accused will be nabbed soon, Valsan said.The target of the sec-ond shooting incident was a furniture shop in outer Delhi's Nangloi area, the police said.
FROM PAGE 1

TRUMP VS HARRIS GOES DOWN TO THE WIRELatest opinion polls indicate that the elections will be decided by the results in seven battle ground states of Ar-izona, Nevada, Wisconsin, Michigan, Pennsylvania, North Carolina and Georgia.Of these, Michigan and Pennsylvania play key role to them reaching the 270-mark.The presidential race appears to be hurtling toward a photo finish, with the final set of polls by The New York Times and Siena College finding Harris gaining new strength in North Carolina and Georgia even as Trump erases her lead in Pennsylvania and maintains his advan-tage in Arizona, the daily reported Sunday.According to The New York Times, Harris is now nar-rowly ahead in Nevada, North Carolina and Wisconsin, the polls show, while Trump leads in Arizona.“The polls show them locked in close races in Michi-gan, Georgia and Pennsylvania. But the results in all seven states are within the margin of sampling error, meaning neither candidate has a definitive lead in any of them,” the daily reported.

The Real Clear Politics, which tracks all the major national and battleground polls, said it's a tie between Trump and Harris. In the national polls, Trump leads by 0.1 percentage points, and in battleground states the former president has an edge of 0.9 percentage points.In the battleground states, as per Real Clear Politics, Trump has a lead, though within the margin of error, in Georgia, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Arizona; while Harris has an edge in Michigan and Wisconsin.“The presidential race is tight, and neither candidate has a clear lead,” The Hill said.In its final poll, the NBC News said the poll shows Harris getting support from 49 per cent of registered voters in a head-to-head matchup, while Trump gets an identical 49 per cent. “Just two percent of voters say they’re unsure about the choice,” the news channel said. 
KOLKATA MEDIC RAPE & MURDER:  
COURT FRAMES CHARGES AGAINST  
PRIME ACCUSED“I have done nothing. I have been framed in this rape-murder case. Nobody is listening to me. The gov-ernment is framing me and threatening me not to open my mouth,” Roy told reporters as he was led out of the Sealdah court.Roy was arrested by the Kolkata Police on August 10, a day after the on-duty woman doctor's body was found inside the seminar room of the RG Kar hospital. Later, the CBI took up the investigation into the case on a Calcutta High Court order.Senior West Bengal Congress leader Adhir Chowd-hury said that Roy’s claims should be taken seriously and probed.“Such claims of an accused should not be ignored and call for an investigation. We have been saying that such a crime is not possible by a single person. It’s a collective crime. We do not know whether the CBI and the Kolkata Police are in an understanding. We are sceptical,” he said. The role of the police is also required to be probed, said Chowdhury, a former state Congress president.In its charge sheet submitted last month, the Cen-tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI) identified Roy as the “sole prime accused” in the case. Meanwhile, during the hearing in the corruption case in the same hospital, the central agency told a special CBI court in Alipur here that there was a “deep conspiracy” behind the crime. 
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MAPUSA: Guardian Angel SC went down fighting to mighty Dempo SC by 1-0 margin in the Goa Pro-fessional League match played at Duler Stadium, here, on Monday.The all-important goal for the winners came in the 48th minute of play from Aaron Bareto’s header. With Monday’s win Dem-po SC have 15 points from six matches, while Guard-ian Angel SC have just one point from five matches.
The teams went into the breather locked in a goal-less draw, where 11 cor-

ners from Golden Eagles went in vain with Guard-
ian Angel SC’s last line of defence - Milroy Clement, Livan Clement, James, Fedrich Fernandes and withdrawn Peter Carvalho time and again curbed the 

rival attacks.Pruthvesh Pednekar and 
Aaron Bareto also failed to guide their strikes inside 

the goal frame.However, just three min-utes into the second ses-
sion and Golden Eagles 

forged ahead due to poor collection from goalkeeper 
Oswin Rodrigues off a cross from Shallum Pires to find Aaron Bareto heading the ball into the goal, 1-0.As the match progressed, Dempo SC’s U-21 Asmon 
Viegas and Aaron Bareto shot skywards from close.Guardian Angel SC had just one goal bound strike at the rival goal but U-21 Rayan Menezes’ pow-er-packed right footer from inside the 18-yard box hit Dempo SC’s defend-er for a corner.A strong appeal by Guardian Angel SC’s player for a penalty was turned down by Referee Valenton Fernandes.In the stoppage time, Golden Eagles had two more chances to further in-crease their lead by substi-tute Saiesh Bagkar. First it was thwarted by Guardian 
Angel SC’s custodian Oswin 
in one to one situation and two minutes later his goal-bound strike rebounded off the horizontal bar.

 Aaron guides Dempo SC 
to gain full points

Dempo Sports Club’s Nestor Dias and Guardian Angel SC’s 
Clifton Rebello try to overpower each other to take control of 
the ball at Duler Stadium, Mapusa, on Monday

GOA PRO
LEAGUE
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PANJIM: Anish  Naik  won the Ponda Taluka Level  Open  Rapid Chess  tour-nament organised by the Dhadsakhal Stars Sports and Cultural Club (DSSCC)  in association with Ponda Taluka Chess Association (PTCA), at Devkikrishna  Hall, Marcel, recently.  Yash Upadhye secured the second place and So-ham Naik finished third in 

the Open  category.  Avnish Borker, Riddhi Gaude, Sid-dhiraj Gaunkar, Mayank Kurtikar, Samruddh Bork-er, Swayam Naik, Sourish Haldankar, Raghvendra Gupta, Parth Kamat, Ava-neeshwar Guin, Badal Bhagat and NitinchandraDighe secured the 4th to 15th  place  respectively.Consolation  prizes  were  awarded  to  Gaurish Naik, Ridhaan Prabhude-sai, Siaan  Kerkar, Amai-

ra Borkar, Sarthak Naik, Riddhi Narvekar, Samarth Gaonkar,  Aarya Kamat Hel-ekar, Nagesh Nayak, Bhumi Khedekar, Rohit Bharadwaj and  Saanvi Gaude.Betqui-Khandola Sar-panch Vishant Naik was the chief guest for the prize distribu-tion ceremony. Also present were DSSCC Pres-ident Atul  Lawande, PTCA President Sagar Sakordekar, Tournament Co-ordinator Mangesh  Gaonkar, Admin-

istrative Chairman Dnya-nesh Narvekar, Nandaku-mar Bhagat, Pramod Kamat and Sandesh Naik.DSSCC Joint Secre-tary Chandrashekhar Chodankar compered and Mangesh Gaonkar pro-posed a vote of thanks.Earlier, the tournament was inaugurated by Dr Ra-jdatta Timble. 130 players participated. Arvind Mha-mal was the chief arbiter and Milind Gaude was the assistant arbiter.

The winners along with chief guest Betqui-Khandola Sarpanch Vishant Naik DSSCC President Atul  Lawande, PTCA President Sagar 
Sakordekar, Tournament Co-ordinator Mangesh  Gaonkar, Administrative Chairman Dnyanesh Narvekar, Nandakumar Bhagat, 
Pramod Kamat,  Sandesh Naik and other dignitaries at the Devkikrishna  Hall, Marcel, recently

Anish wins Ponda Taluka Open Rapid Chess 
HERALD PIC

CHESS
Goa Professional 

League: Sporting Clube de Goa vs Vasco SC, at Duler Stadium, Mapusa,  3.45 pm
GFA Division III League 

Ilhas Zone: Kevnem SC vs  Aivao United FC, at Goa University ground, Talei-gao Plateau, 4 pm. Merces Club vs St Mathew’s SC of Azossim, at Agassaim ground, 4 pm
GFA U-15 Khelo India 

Women’s League  Group 
A (South Goa): Sporting Clube de Rumdamol vs Un-ion of Chinchinim Villag-ers, at Sinquetim Ground, 4.30 pm

GFA U-15 Division I: 
Cortalim Villagers SWSC vs Sesa FA, at Cansaulim ground, 4  pm

GFA U-15 Division II 
Group A (North Goa): MBBS SCC vs Goa United Sports Academy, Calan-gute, at Poriat ground, 4.15 pm. Group B: PVC Associa-tion, Parra vs Saligao SC, at Parra ground, 4.15 pm

GFA U-13 Division II 
Group B (North Goa): YSC Colvale vs Cunchelim SC, at Duler Stadium, Mapu-sa, 8 am. Anjuna Gymkha-na vs Portais SC, at Duler Stadium, Mapusa, 9.30 am. Group A: Valpoi FC vs Dunes SC, Mandrem, at Sin-querim ground, 4.15 pm

Navelim Villagers 
Union U-14 football 
(semi-final): Perpetual High School, Navelim, vs Our Lady of Health High School, Cuncolim, at Ro-sary Church ground, Na-velim, 3.30 pm

Navelim Villagers Un-
ion Trophy (quarter-fi-
nal): Canacona Sports and Cultural Club vs Guardian Angel Sports Club, Cur-chorem, at Rosary Church ground, Navelim, 4.30 pm

Santa Cruz Club Tro-
phy: BDG vs PAK at Fr Druston & Wellington ground, Cavelossim, 5 pm
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ARLEM: Ultracon Mad-gaon Royals defeated Ma-pusa Dream Crushers by 3 wickets on the opening day of 7th Sarsangan Su-per Series Cricket 2024-25 played at Arlem crick-et ground, recently.In the second match, Des-serts N More Avengers got the better of SinQ Rangers by 12 runs via VJD Method.Winning the toss, Mad-gaon Royals, hoping to make use of a slightly damp wicket, put Mapusa Dream Crushers into bat, in a 17 over-a-side match. Howev-er, Durgesh Prabhugaonkar feasted on the early lives offered, blasting 37 in just 15 deliveries with 2x4s and 3x6s and put on 44 in 27 balls with his partner Pan-kaj Naik, who made 10. The young 14-year-old Adeep Prabhu Miskin, com-ing in at No. 3 didn’t let the Royals take a breather as he amassed 40 (35 balls, 3x4s, 2x6s) and with good sup-port from Paarth Kossambe (21, 16 balls, 1x4s, 1x6s), Anish Mahambrey 14 No. and Mahesh Churi 11 No. helped the Dream Crushers post 149/4 in their allotted 17 overs. Siddesh Desai, Shaunit Sawardekar and Sandesh Bambolkar picked a wicket each.

In reply, the Royals got off 
to a disastrous start losing Mahendra Audi before he could trouble the scorers. However the skipper Damo-dar Pai Patnekar (39 no, 20 balls, 3x4s, 2x6s) and Saa-iel Kossambe (32, 27 balls, 3x4s, 1x6s) steadied the ship stitching an important 54-run partnership in 35 balls. With Nikit Naik Dalal also not disturbing the scorers, the middle order of Megh Netravalkar (29, 18 balls, 1x4s, 2x6s), Prasheel Kamat (11 runs) and Siddesh Desai (19 runs) took the Royals on the brink of victory. Needing 6 runs in 4 balls, team owner Ashesh Pai Dukle took his side home remain-ing not out on 7 with a ball to spare, to help the Royals reach 150/7 in 16.5 overs. Sarvesh Kamat, Kritin Bhangui, Ma-hesh Churi and Keshav Bhat picked a wicket apiece.

The following individ-ual prizes were awarded: Damodar Pai Patnekar – Drogaria Colvalcar Man-of-the Match, Adeep Paresh Miskin – Priority 
Constructions Best Batter and Shaunit Sawardekar – Wakao Best Bowler

In the second match, elect-ing to bat first, SinQ Rangers were rocked by DnM Aveng-ers Sankalp Bhat with his raw pace as he skittled Nilay Naik Dalal (13 runs), Sachin Kenkre (0) and Sairaj Dhond (14 runs) in a 2 over magical spell picking 3-12. With the Avengers giving some rest to their premier bowler, the Rangers captain Sahil Adwalpalkar 33 (36 balls, 3x4s) along with the young Smit Dalvi 28 (29 balls, 

1x4s) stitched an impor-tant 62-run partnership in 58 balls to help the Rangers reach 90-4 in the 14th over.With Sanat Mhapne fall-ing for just 5 runs, it was left to Gaurav Gaitonde 16 (12 balls, 1x4s, 1x6s) and the young Goa hopeful Sam-prabh Phaldesai 26 no (13 balls, 3x4s, 1x6s) to help the SinQ Rangers post a healthy 143/7 in 20 overs. Sankalp Bhat 3-12, Vaib-hav Kadkade 2-18, Siddhesh Prabhu Alvenkar 1-23 and Aditya Dalal 1-34 were the successful bowlers for the Desserts n More Avengers.In reply, the Avengers, having lost both their open-ers, Sachin Bhandare (11 runs) and Sanat Prabhude-sai (1 run), cheaply were rescued by Aditya Dalal 20 (11 balls, 3x4s) and Sarin Pai Kane (36 runs, 31 balls, 3x4s). A flurry of wickets 

which helped the Rangers to sneak back in the match, was duly thwarted by the batting display of Vaibhav Kadkade (13 runs), Akhil Na-dkarni 19 runs) and captain Siddhesh Prabhu Alvenkar (14 No.) under fading light. With bad light forcing the umpires to stop the match, Desserts n More Avengers which made 132/6 emerged victorious on VJD method by 12 runs as the revised target after 17 overs was 120 runs. Samprabh Phaldesai 2-11, Sairaj Dhond 1-13, Sanat Mhapne 1-25 and Gaurav Gaitonde 1-25 were the suc-cessful bowlers.The following individ-ual prizes were awarded: Sankalp Bhat – Drogaria Colvalcar Man-of-the-Match, Sarin Kane – Priority Con-
structions Best Batter and Samprabh Phaldesai – Wakao Best Bowler. 

Good start for Ultracon Madgaon Royals, 
Desserts N’ More Avengers

Damodar Pai Patnekar receives the Drogaria Colvalcar man-of-the-match trophy from Nagnath Shanbhag. (Right) Sankalp Bhat 
receives the Drogaria Colvalcar man-of-the-match trophy from Sahil Adwalpalkar at Arlem cricket ground, recently

SARSANGAN SUPER
SERIES CRICKET

HERALD PICS

TODAY’S SPORTS

Team Herald
sports@herald-goa.com

RAIA: United Boys of Am-baulim scrape past Bidesh XI Assonora 5-4 via tie-break-er to move ahead in the Fr Gervasio Pinto inter-village football tournament played at Pontemol ground, Cur-chorem, on Monday. After a barren full ses-sion, Sowell Fernandes, Visititel Fernandes, Lee-don Fernandes, Stephen Fernandes and Anthony Fernandes scored for UB Ambaulim, while Vijel Sal-gaonkar, Gaurish Bugde, Sahil Bugde and Allush Kudnekar shot at the tar-get for Bidesh XI. 

UB Ambaulim 
move ahead

AGENCIES, JAMSHED-
PUR: Chennaiyin FC de-feated Jamshedpur FC by 5-1 in the Indian Super League match played at the JRD Tata Sports Com-plex, here, on Monday.It was a thorough-ly professional perfor-mance from Chennaiyin FC as they dominated the match from the start to finish with Irfan Yadwad, Connor Shields, Wilmar Jordan Gil, and Lukas Brambilla all registering their names on the score-sheet. Javi Hernandez scored the only goal for the hosts. With this win, the Marina Machans se-cured their third triumph of the season.

RESULT
Jamshedpur FC 1 (Javi 
Hernandez 81’ (P)) 
Chennaiyin FC 5 (Pratik 
Chaudhuri OG 6’, Irfan 
Yadwad 22’, Connor Shields 
24’, Wilmar Jordan Gil 54’, 
Lukas Brambilla 71’)

Chennaiyin FC 
return to  

winning ways

Guirim YCC win
Team Herald
sports@herald-goa.com

MAPUSA: Guirim Youth and Cultural Club regis-tered a 2-0 win over Unit-ed Ucassaim SCC in the Khelo India U-15 wom-en’s football league match played at Poriat ground, Calangute, on Monday.
United Ucassaim eves took field with just seven players. Rosani Sawant and Sanu Gosavi scored before the match was called off as another Unit-ed Ucassaim player left the field due to injury.

KHELO INDIA

FC Mardol drub 

Augustias SC 
Team Herald
sports@herald-goa.com

MAPUSA: FC Mardol had an easy outing as they drubbed Augustias SC by 10-2 mar-gin in the GFA’s boys U-13 league match played at Sin-querim ground, on Monday.
Kushal Paryekar opened the floodgates for FC Mar-dol lads. Krish Naik (2), Kaushik Matnekar (3), Vanish Gosavi (3), Ma-yank Govekar added their names to the scorer’s list.While for Augustias SC, Aman Xalxo and Kalash Shirodkar scored.

GFA U-13
LEAGUE

Team Herald
sports@herald-goa.com

PANJIM: Piedade Youth As-sociation demolished Ronit SC, Cacra, 7-0, in the Goa Football Association Divi-
sion III League Ilhas Zone match played 
at Agassaim ground, on Monday.In the first half, Pie-dade Youth Associa-tion opened the scoring 

when a rough tackle by the Ronit SC defender in the D area, resulted in a penalty, which was con-verted by Macan. Later, in a one-sided match, Rohan Pednekar scored three 
more goal to complete his hat-trick, while Vasant, Praveen and Sned-den netted one goal each to add their names to the scorer’s list.

Rohan continues 
to shine for PYA

GFA DIV III
LEAGUE

Team Herald
sports@herald-goa.com

RAIA: Parish Youth Nuvem secured a hard-fought 2-1 victory over Betalbatim Sports Club to enter the semi-finals of 23rd edition 
of Bro Eulalio Vas memo-rial football tournament organised by Don Bosco Oratory, Fatorda, at their ground on Monday. PY Nuvem drew the first blood in the 15th minute through the boots of Draw-in Colaco with a neat place-ment, while Betalbatim SC missed an opportunity to level terms in the 25th min-ute when Mhosin Shayed’s shot sail over the crossbar. Changing over, PY Nu-vem further inflated the lead through Meislein Bar-reto by beating the defence and goalkeeper and placing the ball in the open net in the 45th minute. Later on, Betalbatim SC pulled one goal back when Mhosin Shayed powerful shoot from the edge of the box crush into the net. 

Team Herald
sports@herald-goa.com

RAIA: St Jude High School, Betalbatim, outplayed Rosary High School, Na-velim, 4-1 to enter the semi-finals of Navelim Villag-ers Union U-14 football tour-nament organised by Na-velim Villagers Union at Rosary Church ground, Navelim, on Monday. 

Milwerd D’Costa of St Jude High School scored four goals in the 10th, 34th, 50th and 55th min-ute of play, while Clive Colaco scored for Rosary High School, Navelim in the 29th min-ute of play. Mil-werd D’Costa of St Jude High School was awarded the man-of-the-match by Kevin Fernandes, PE teacher of Ro-sary High School.

St Jude HS in last four

U-14 SCHOOL
FOOTBALL

PY Nuvem to meet Raia SC in semisParish Youth Nuvem meet Raia Sporting Club in the semi-final on No-vember 11. Drawin Colaco was awarded the man-of-the-match by Vincent Fer-nandes, member of DBO.
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PTI, NEW DELHI: In a 
shocking development, 
three clubs, 24 players and three club officials have 
been banned by the Mizo-
ram Football Association (MFA) for alleged match-fix-
ing in a recently-held com-
petition in the State.

Three clubs -- Sihphir 
Venghlun FC, FC Bethlehem 
and Ramhlun Athletic FC -- 
have been banned for three 
years along with three match officials for allegedly 
manipulating the outcome 
of matches in the Mizoram 
Premier League.

“It has come to the no-
tice of the Mizoram Foot-
ball Association, after 
investigations with local 
law enforcement agencies that certain clubs, officials 
and players in the recent-
ly concluded MPL-11 had 
indulged in acts of cor-

ruption, for which they 
have been penalised after 
careful deliberations,” the 
State football body said in a 
statement.

The MFA imposed life bans on two players, five-
year bans on four players, 
three-year bans on 10 foot-
ballers, and one-year bans 
on eight men involved in 
the alleged corruption. 

“These activities involving 
a few miscreants represent 
a severe breach of our val-

ues, undermine the integrity 
of our sport and disrespect 
the fans who passionately 
support Mizoram Football,” 
read the MFA statement.

“As a consequence of these findings we have im-
posed strict penalties on 
those involved.”

“We also assure stake-
holders that clubs found 
to be complicit in these ac-
tivities will face sanctions 
affecting their participation 
in future competitions, and 

players and officials im-
plicated will be subject to 
suspensions and other dis-
ciplinary measures deemed 
appropriate by the MFA,” it 
added in the statement. 

The three clubs are all 
part of the top State league and Sihphir finished among 
the top four, losing out in the semi-final to eventual 
winners Aizawl FC.

Seeking support from 
the football community in 
this challenging time, the 
MFA said, "We call upon 
football fans, partners, and 
the broader football com-
munity to stand with us as 
we address this challeng-
ing chapter."

The association admitted 
that the scandal could dam-
age the league's reputation 
and stressed its commitment 
to moving forward with 
transparency and integrity. 

Match-fixing scandal breaks 
out in Mizoram football
24 players, three clubs and three officials banned

It has come to the notice of the Mizoram Football 
Association, after investigations with local law 

enforcement agencies that certain clubs, officials and 
players in the recently concluded MPL-11 had indulged 
in acts of corruption, for which they have been penalised 
after careful deliberations. These activities involving a 
few miscreants represent a severe breach of our values, 
undermine the integrity of our sport and disrespect the 
fans who passionately support Mizoram Football

– Mizoram Football Association

AFP, BARCELONA: Dani Olmo scored twice on his first 
start as he comes back from 
injury as Barcelona beat local 
rivals Espanyol 3-1 on Sun-
day to move nine points clear 
at the top of La Liga.

Earlier Atletico Madrid 
eased to a 2-0 win over Las 
Palmas and moved third, 
with coach Diego Simeone's 
son Giuliano netting his first goal for the club.

With second-place Real 
Madrid not in action after 
their game at Valencia was 
called off because of the devastating floods in the re-
gion, Hansi Flick's soaring 
Barcelona stretched their 
lead on the champions.

Raphinha netted in be-
tween Olmo's goals as Bar-
celona racked up a three-
goal lead by the 31st minute 
at the Olympic stadium.

Javi Puado pulled one 
back as Espanyol fought 
hard to avoid a derby pum-
melling in the second half, 
with the visitors scoring 
three disallowed goals.

Barcelona have started 
life under Flick in sensa-
tional form and after beat-
ing Bayern Munich and Real 
Madrid last week cruised 
to victory against Manolo 
Gonzalez's side.

Barca's marquee summer 
signing produced an elec-tric display in the first half.

Teenage Spain star Lamine Yamal crafted his first goal 
with a delicious pass us-
ing the outside of his boot, 
which Olmo dispatched with an explosive finish. 

Brazilian winger 
Raphinha lofted the sec-
ond over Garcia when 
Marc Casado produced a 
fine pass which split Es-
panyol's defence. 

Olmo added his second 
with a powerful low drive 

but after that Barcelona 
were frustrated as neigh-
bours Espanyol, 17th, bat-
tled well.

After two Espanyol 
strikes were rules out for 
offside, Puado found the 
net and then had another 
goal ruled out as the ball 
had gone out of play.

Injured Barcelona winger 
Ferran Torres, from Foios in 
the Valencia region, wrote 
in a post on Instagram that 
he did not have the strength 
to come to the stadium to 
watch the game because of the impact of the floods 
which have killed more 
than 210 people.

Atletico coach Diego 
Simeone had said there 
was "no sense" in playing 
La Liga matches this week-end because of the floods, 
but his team secured a 
comfortable victory.

Donations of food and 
other useful products were 
collected outside the Met-
ropolitano stadium in sup-
port of those affected in the east of Spain by the floods 
which have killed more 
than 200 people. 

The hosts took the lead 
after 37 minutes when 
Nahuel Molina's long ball 
found Simeone darting in 
behind the defence.

The striker, deployed 
on the right wing by his father, burst into the box 
and swept the ball into the 
far corner.The coach explained that 
his son's workrate was a 
key factor in him starting.

Athletic Bilbao and Real 
Betis shared a 1-1 draw at 
San Mames.

Pablo Fornals, born in 
Castellon which was affect-ed by the floods, scored for 
Betis and spoke in tears on 
television after the game.

Olmo fires Barca past Espanyol, 
Simeone’s son strikes for Atletico

RCD Espanyol’s Spanish defender #22 Carlos Romero (left) 
challenges FC Barcelona’s Spanish forward #20 Daniel Olmo for 
a header during the Spanish league match at the Estadi Olimpic 
Lluis Companys in Barcelona

SPANISH LA LIGA RESULTS 
Atletico Madrid 2 (Simeone 37, Sorloth 84) Las Palmas 
0, Barcelona 3 (Olmo 12, 31, Raphinha 23) Espanyol 
1 (Puado 63), Sevilla 0 Real Sociedad 2 (Kubo 34, 
Oyarzabal 68-pen), Athletic Bilbao 1 (Berenguer 68) 
Real Betis 1 (Fornals 52). Saturday: Osasuna 1 (Budimir 
19-pen) Valladolid 0, Girona 4 (Gutierrez 21, Martinez 
31, Stuani 62-pen, Gonzalez 73-og) Leganes 3 (Tapia 
24, Cruz 41, Munir 77). Friday: Alaves 1 (Guridi 76) 
Mallorca 0. Postponed due to floods: Villarreal vs Rayo 
Vallecano, Valencia vs Real Madrid

AP, MELBOURNE: Captain 
Pat Cummins kept his nerve 
on his return to internation-
al cricket to lead Australia to 
a nervy two-wicket win over Pakistan in the first one-day 
international on Monday.

A calm Cummins made 
an unbeaten 32 off 31 balls 
to steer Australia to 204-8 
with more than 16 overs to 
spare, after the middle-or-
der had stumbled in a mod-
est run chase.

Searing pace from Mitch-
ell Starc (3-33) had earlier 
helped to bowl out Paki-
stan for 203 with Cummins, playing his first interna-
tional since the T20 World 
Cup in June, picking up 2-39 
after he won the toss and elected to field.

Josh Inglis (49) and Steve 
Smith (44) had the chase 
under control at 113-2 
before Pakistan's four-
pronged pace attack had 
Australia reeling at 155-7 
on a bouncy MCG wicket. 

Fast bowler Haris Rauf 
(3-67) ignited the collapse 
when he had Smith caught 
at point and then Marnus 
Labuschagne (16) and Glenn Maxwell (0) were un-
done by pacey deliveries.

Shaheen Shah Afridi 
picked up 2-43, but Cum-
mins added 30 runs with 
Sean Abbott before the 
skipper carried his side 
over the line for a 1-0 lead 
in the three-match series.

Earlier, five of Paki-

stan's six top-order bat-
ters, fresh from playing on 
spinning wickets at home 
against England, struggled 
to cope with the pace of 
Starc and Cummins.

Babar Azam, who was 
omitted from the last two 
test victories against Eng-land, made a fluent 37 as 
the rest of the top-order 
crumbled.

Starc removed debutant 
Saim Ayub in his second 

over when the left-hander 
played the ball back onto 
his stumps, and Abdullah Shafique couldn't pull his 
bat out of the way of anoth-

er short delivery and was 
caught behind.

Starc, playing his 54th 
ODI in Australia, reached 
100 wickets at home and 

broke the record of Brett 
Lee, who achieved his mile-
stone in 55 ODIs. 

The left-armer Starc is 
now fourth on the all-time 

list of Australian ODI 
bowlers, behind Glenn 
McGrath, Lee and Shane 
Warne.
The second game will be 

played in Adelaide on Friday with the final ODI in Perth 
on Sunday. The series will 
be followed by three T20s. 

Cummins leads Australia 
to 2-wicket win over Pak

1ST ODI: AUSTRALIA
VS PAKISTAN

Australian batsman Pat Cummins (right) is congratulated by teammate Mitchell Starc after hitting 
the winning run during the first One-Day International match against Pakistan at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) in Melbourne, on Monday

AFP

PTI, NEW DELHI: Veteran 
India wicketkeeper-batter 
Wriddhiman Saha has 
announced his retirement 
from cricket, saying that 
the ongoing Ranji Trophy 
season will be his last.

The 40-year-old Bengal 
stumper has featured in 40 
Tests and nine ODIs since 
making his international 
debut in 2010.

"After a cherished jour-
ney in cricket, this season 
will be my last. I am hon-
oured to represent Bengal one final time, playing only 
in the Ranji Trophy before I 
retire," Saha said 
in a social media 
post. "Let's make 
this season one 
to remember," he 
added in a post 
that went up late 
on Sunday night.

Saha was a 
part of India's 
red-ball set-up for a long 
time before he was informed 
by then head coach Rahul 
Dravid that the selectors and 
the team management were 
looking beyond him. He was 
released from BCCI's cen-
tral contracts' list last year.

One of his most memora-
ble knocks for India came 
during New Zealand's 
2016 tour where he scored unbeaten fifties on a seam-

ing track against a quality 
bowling attack comprising 
the likes of Trent Boult, 
Matt Henry, Neil Wagner 
and Mitchell Santner at the 
Eden Gardens.

He was adjudged player of the match for his exploits 
in that Test. A middle-order floater in the national line-
up, his overall Test career 
yielded 1353 runs, includ-
ing three hundreds. 

A stalwart of domestic 
cricket, he made his First 
Class debut for Bengal way 
back in 2007, amassing 
7013 runs in 138 games.He briefly 

served as Tri-
pura's play-
er-cum-mentor 
after a rift with 
some Cricket 
Association of Bengal officials in 
2022. However, 
following a meet-

ing with former India captain 
Sourav Ganguly, Saha re-
turned to Bengal this season.

He also played 170 Indian 
Premier League matches, 
representing various teams 
including Kolkata Knight 
Riders, Sunrisers Hydera-
bad and Gujarat Titans. His 
lone hundred in the tourna-ment came in the 2014 final 
for Punjab Kings against 
Kolkata Knight Riders.

Saha to retire 
after Ranji Trophy

IPL auction in 
Riyadh at the 

end of Nov 
PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Indian Premier League's high-profile auction will 
be held in the Saudi Ara-
bian capital city of Riyadh 
in the last week of this 
month, sources in the BCCI confirmed on Monday.

"The IPL auctions will 
be held in Riyadh and it has been notified to the 
franchises. The likely dates 
are November 24 and 25," 
a BCCI source told PTI on 
conditions of anonymity.

This year's auction is a 
mega one with high pro-file India stars like Rishabh 
Pant, KL Rahul, Shreyas Iyer 
and Arshdeep Singh are go-
ing to go under the hammer. 

The 10 franchises will 
collectively have around 
Rs 641.5 crore to spend for 
204 slots that are availa-
ble. Out of those 204 slots, 
70 are earmarked for over-
seas players. As of now, 46 
players have been retained 
by the 10 franchises with cumulative expenditure of 
Rs 558.5 crore. 

PTI, DUBAI: India will host 
Australia and England in high-profile home series 
as the International Crick-
et Council (ICC) on Mon-day gave significance to 
Test matches and bilateral 
rubbers while announcing 
women's cricket Future 
Tours Programme (FTP) for 
the 2025-29 cycle.

Apart from the storied 
rivals, India will also face 
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe, 
who was unveiled as the 11th 
member of the FTP, at home 
during the four-year period. 

The Women in Blue will 
also travel to New Zealand, 
West Indies, Ireland and 
South Africa in this phase 
as each member nations 
are scheduled to play four 
series at home and abroad. 

Apart from this, India 
will also feature in a tri-se-
ries in England ahead of 
the 2026 ICC Women's T20 
World Cup, the third team 
being reigning champions 
New Zealand. 

England will host the 2026 

Women's T20 World Cup.
"Members have also pen-

ciled in more Test matches 
this time, with Australia, 
England, India, South Afri-
ca and the West Indies all 
agreeing to play multi-for-
mat series that include ODIs 
and T20Is," said Wasim 
Khan, ICC General Manager 
of Cricket, in a media release.  

The members have sched-
uled, by mutual agreement, 
tri-series as preparation for 
ICC events in this cycle. 

"Ahead of the ICC Wom-
en's T20 World Cup 2026, 
England will host India and 
New Zealand for such a 
three-team T20I tournament 
while Ireland will host Paki-
stan and the West Indies. Sri 
Lanka and the West Indies 
are among other Members 
scheduled to host tri-series, 
in 2027 and 2028, respec-
tively," Khan added. The FTP also outlined the fixtures for 
the fourth edition of the ICC 
Women's Championship. 

The 2025-29 cycle, set 
to shape the lineup for the 

2029 Women's Cricket World Cup, will expand to 
feature 11 teams -- with 
one more than the current 
10 -- with Zimbabwe join-
ing the full member sides. 

"Notably, Zimbabwe will 
make their debut in the 
tournament, marking a sig-nificant step toward broad-
er global representation in 
women's cricket," he said.

"The Women's Cham-
pionship, which has been 
instrumental in ensuring 
more international cricket 
since its inception in 2014, 
sees the number of par-
ticipating teams go up to 
11 with Zimbabwe added 
to the 10 competing in the 
ongoing third edition that 
included Bangladesh and Ireland for the first time."

In its maiden appearance 
at the tournament, Zimba-
bwe will host South Africa, 
West Indies, Ireland and Sri 
Lanka and will tour India, 
New Zealand, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan. 

The second women's FTP, 

that runs from May 2025 to 
April 2029, promises more 
international women's crick-
et action across all formats, 
with more than 400 matches 
ensuring competitive action.

In all, 132 ODIs will be 
played in 44 series of three 
matches each, lending con-text by way of a qualifica-
tion pathway to the ICC 
Women's Cricket World 
Cup in 2029 and giving 
members the chance to 
club matches of other for-
mats with those tours.

"All formats show a sub-
stantial increase from the 
previous cycle (2022-2025) 
and this FTP sees an ICC 
event each year with the in-augural six-team Champions 
Trophy scheduled for 2027. 

"The other ICC events 
during the period are the 
ICC Women's Cricket World 
Cup in 2025 (India), the ICC 
Women's T20 World Cup in 
2026 (the United Kingdom) 
and the ICC Women's T20 
World Cup in 2028 (host 
yet to be announced).

Women’s FTP 2025-29: India to host 
England, Australia in marquee home seriesPTI, BENGALURU: Mo-

hammed Shami's return 
to competitive cricket has 
been further pushed back 
after the veteran pacer 
was not named in the Ben-gal squad for the next two 
rounds of the Ranji Trophy 
against Karnataka and 
Madhya Pradesh.

Bengal will take on Kar-
nataka at the M Chinnas-
wamy Stadium here from 
Wednesday, before travel-
ling to Indore to take on 
MP from November 13.Shami was expected to play the fixture against Karnataka to test his fit-
ness in a real-match situ-
ation as he bowled at full 
tilt at nets after India's 
recent Test match against 
New Zealand here, though 
with bandage on his oper-
ated leg.

On that occasion, he 
was also monitored by In-
dia's bowling coach Morne 
Morkel.

Later Shami said during 
a promotional event that 
he was feeling “100 per 
cent” at nets.

Shami’s return 
delayed

Series defeat against New Zealand will impact 
India’s performance against Aussies: Gilchrist
SYDNEY: Australian legends Adam Gilchrist and David 
Warner have little doubt that Indian players' psyche would 
have been scarred after the recent whitewash at home 
by New Zealand, but they said it will be naive to consider 
Rohit Sharma's side "easy beats" in the five-Test Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, beginning at Perth from November 22.  
“It does (series defeat has an impact), more for the Indian 
players and the Indian team internally. They have to be 
asking themselves pretty hard questions,” former wicket-
keeper batter Gilchrist told Fox Sports. "The pressure and 
the expectation and the desire from a passionate cricket-
ing nation to see that change around, that'll ride heavily 
on those shoulders of all those players." Gilchrist said India 
has the wherewithal to regroup after the heavy setback. 
Former opener Warner said the series defeat against the 
Black Caps will certainly be playing in Indian cricketers' 
minds. "It (the series defeat) helps the Australian guys. 
They're coming here after being beaten at home 3-0 for 
five Tests against the Australian boys, (who have) three 
world class quicks and a world class spin bowler, and I'd be 
nervous if I'm in they're batting order. I would be nervous," 
said Warner.  The left-hander felt that countering pacers 
Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj would be key to 
Australia's success in the upcoming series. 

I've come to know the feeling of ‘running 
the drinks’ really well: Will Young
MUMBAI: Replacing a player of Kane Williamson's stature 
can be a daunting task but Will Young, who played a 
pivotal role in New Zealand's historic 3-0 Test series 
win in India, saw it as an opportunity to create his own 
mark after "running the drinks" as a reserve batter for 
four years. If New Zealand's batting appeared thin with 
Williamson not making it to India for the first Test in 
Bengaluru due to injury, the 31-year-old Young banished 
any such doubts with his unbeaten 48 as the Kiwis ham-
mered the hosts by eight wickets. As it became evident 
that Williamson would not make it to India in time to help 
New Zealand clear trials by spin at Pune and Mumbai, 
Young had given enough indications that he was ready 
for the challenge. "Since my debut about four years ago, 
I've been in and out through form (or) through selection.  
"I've been a reserve batter for a number of years now so 
I've come to know the feeling of running the drinks really 
well," Young told media here.

Standout boxing nation at Paris Olympics joins 
new body aiming to keep the sport at Games
LAUSANNE: The most successful boxing nation at the Paris 
Olympics has joined the new governing body that aims 
to keep the sport in the 2028 Los Angeles Games after 
years of turmoil outside the ring. The boxing federation of 
Uzbekistan, whose fighters won five of the 13 gold medals 
in Paris this year, is among four new members of World 
Boxing, said the Switzerland-based body that is trying 
to win formal recognition by the International Olympic 
Committee. The IOC has set a deadline of “early 2025” to 
work with a new governing body replacing the Russian-led 
International Boxing Association, which was banished from 
the Olympic movement last year.  

Fans will see a new side of Indian women's 
hockey team: Coach Harendra
RAJGIR (Bihar): The Indian women's hockey team has been 
struggling this year but chief coach Harendra Singh on 
Monday promised that his wards will play as a "new side" 
and will not disappoint the fans during the Asian Cham-
pions Trophy, beginning here on November 11. Harendra, 
who was named chief coach in April this year after India 
failed to qualify for the Paris Olympics, said the team has 
worked on its combinations and decision-making in the 
shooting circle, aiming to lift the trophy. "Each team will 
come with the goal of winning the trophy, and we have 
spent the last five months preparing with the Asian Cham-
pions Trophy in mind. We identified areas for improvement, 
such as combinations and decision-making in the shooting 
circle, and have worked on them," said Harendra after the 
home team's arrival here. "I am confident that hockey fans 
will witness a new side of the Indian women's hockey team 
this time, and they won't be disappointed,  he said. 
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