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DISENGAGEMENT AT TWO FRICTION POINTS ALONG LAC

Patrolling resumes in Ladakh’s Demchok,
will commence soonin Depsang Plains

In line with agreement between two
sides, patrols are being coordinated

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBERT

MOVING SWIFTLY after com-
pleting the process of disengage-
ment at the friction points of
Demchok and Depsang Plains
along the Line of Actual Control
in eastern Ladakh, Indian troops

- have resumed patrolling in the
FASHION DESIGNER Demchok area.
ROHIT BAL DIES AT 63 Indian Army sources con-
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TUNNEL BORING MACHINES

Machines for India
delayed, German
firm flags bottleneck
at Chinese customs

Herrenknecht says ‘extraordinary
circumstances’ in customs clearance

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER

GERMAN MECHANISED tun-
nelling major Herrenknecht,
which was at the centre of a re-
cent conversation between
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal and Germany’s Vice
Chancellor Robert Habeck, has
said it has been facing “extraor-
dinary circumstances” with
Chinese customs clearances in
delivery of tunnel boring ma-
chines (TBMs) to India from
China. This, the company said, is
hampering its efforts to deliver
the TBMs toits Indian customers.

“For several months now, we
have been observing extraordi-
nary circumstances in the cus-
toms clearance processes for
machines to be delivered from
China to India. These are hinder-
ing us from fulfilling our deliv-
ery obligations as expected and,
in some cases, entirely,” a
spokesperson for Herrenknecht
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said in a statement in response
to queries from The Indian
Express.

Recently, in a video of an in-
teraction between Goyal and
Habeck during a Metro trainride
in Delhi, the Commerce Minister
was heard telling Habeck that
India was to get some TBMs from
Herrenknecht that the company
was making in China, but China
was not allowing the sale of
those machines to India. Habeck,
whois also Germany’s economic
affairs minister, was in Delhi as
part of a high-level delegation
led by German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz.

An independent family-
owned company, Herrenknecht
is seen as a global major in mech-
anised tunnelling and manufac-
turing of TBMs. These large ma-
chines are used to excavate
tunnels for infrastructure proj-
ects. The company has been in-
volved with anumber of projects
in India, where it operates

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

firmed that “coordinated pa-
trolling” began Friday in the
Demchok area and would soon
commence in the Depsang Plains.
Thisis inline with the agree-
ment between India and China,
announced on October 21, two
days before Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President Xi
Jinping held talks on the side-
lines of the BRICS Summit in
Russia to repair bilateral ties.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Chinese soldiers watch as Union Minister Kiren Rijiju visits
Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh. P11
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First step
@ taken

EXPLAINED

THE DISENGAGEMENT
and restoration of pa-
trolling rights in
Demchok and Depsang
Plains mark the first step
inwhatis likely to be a
long three-step process -
disengagement, de-esca-
lation and de-induction of
troops massed at the LAC.

10 of its herd dead, lone tusker guards

a mass burial in Bandhavgarh reserve

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL,NOVEMBER1

THE FUNERAL was interrupted
by the powerful trumpet of a
lone elephant, flapping its ears,
stomping its feet, and charging
at wildlife officials who were
burying its family.

Days after 10 elephants died,
ostensibly after eating large
amounts of kodo millets, the 20-
year-old lone surviving male from
the herd of 13 elephants is strug-
gling to reconcile with the loss.

At the Bandhavgarh Tiger
Reserve, where the deaths took
place, a JCB machine poured
sand and salt into an open pit,
while wildlife officers placed
flowers inside the grave, bidding
farewell to the gentle giants.

Adjacentto the burial pitsisa
makeshift post-mortem facility,
where veterinarians can hear the
lone elephant’s sorrowful mourn.
A veterinarian, exhausted from
conducting autopsies of the dead
tuskers for the past two days,
choked with emotion: “Everyone
is heartbroken. We could not
conduct the post-mortems prop-
erly as the elephant would
charge at us, thinking it can still
save its family. We had to chase
itaway with JCB machines.”

Pushpendra Nath Dwivedi, a
former wildlife warden who has
worked closely with the ele-
phants since they arrived in
Bandhavgarh in 2018, has been

Militants open fire at two
migrants from UP in J&K;
fifth attack in a fortnight

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBERT

TWO MIGRANT workers were
shot at by suspected militantsin
the Magam area of Jammu and
Kashmir’s Budgam district
Friday evening. Both are under-
going treatment at a nearby hos-
pital and are in stable condition.

The two workers were iden-
tified as 20-year-old Usman
Malik and 25-year-old Sofiyan,
both from Saharanpur in Uttar
Pradesh. Sources said the
Magam area, in central Kashmir,
has been cordoned off.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
and National Conference presi-

One of the injured migrants
in a Srinagar hospital. Express

dent Farooq Abdullah expressed
deep sorrow over the attack and
strongly condemned the act of vi-
olence, the party said.
The Valley has seen a num-
ber of attacks against migrant
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

In Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve, the 20-year-old lone surviving male tusker from the herd of
13 is struggling to reconcile with the loss. Express

supervising villagers to set up
guard posts, and advising them
to burn chilli smoke to chase
away the lone elephant.
“Elephants came to this area
in2018... calfs, mothers and lone
bulls, everyone called Bandhav-
garh their home. They were a
close knit family and are mourn-
ing the loss. The bull keeps re-
turning to the pits where the ele-
phants are buried, hoping to see
its family one last time. It should
leave for food in some time,”

Dwivedi said.

The other survivors are a 10-
year-old female elephant and a
two-year-old calf. They are be-
ing closely tracked by the
wildlife department, which has
now begun destroying kodo mil-
lets and promised to compen-
sate the farmers.

According to experts, ele-
phants roamed freely across
Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh centuries ago, when they
would be captured by the Mughal

army for use in battle. According
to the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, “a
small population of elephants mi-
grated from Jharkhand and
Odisha into what was then
Madhya Pradesh” due to habitat
destruction by mining, logging
and industrialisation. This ex-
plains why elephants in this cor-
ridor had to undertake long-dis-
tance migrations seeking refuge
in small patches of forest.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

US alerts India on Bishnoi’s brother,
Mumbai cops move for extradition

SADAF MODAK &
MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER

IN A boost to efforts to curb ac-
tivities of the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang, US authorities have alerted
Mumbai Police about the pres-
ence of Anmol Bishnoi (25),
younger brother of Lawrence, in
their country.

Following this, the Mumbai
Police have begun the process of
seeking his extradition and, to
this effect, the Crime Branch ap-
proached a special court here
last month.

On October 16, the Mumbai
Police submitted before the
court that they intend to initiate
Anmol'’s extradition in connec-

tion with the Salman Khan
house firing case, a senior official
told The Indian Express.

With Lawrence behind bars,
major operations, including the
firing outside Khan’s house in
April, was alleged to have been
carried out by Anmol.

Anmol’s name also cropped
up in the recent murder of NCP
(Ajit Pawar) leader and former
MLA Baba Siddique with allega-
tions that Anmol had spoken to
the accused who fired at the
leader.

Last week, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) had
announced a reward of Rs 10
lakh on Anmol. The agency said
that the fugitive has 18 cases reg-
istered against him, including
one where he allegedly provided

weapons and logistics support to
the accused who killed Punjabi
singer Sidhu Moosewala in 2022.

An official told The Indian
Express that in the Khan
chargesheet, Anmol was identi-
fied as awanted accused follow-
ing which a Red Corner Notice
(RCN) was issued.

“Based on the RCN, US au-
thorities reached out to us a few
months ago alerting us about
Anmol'’s presence in the US,” the
official added.

Officials said that there was
no clarity on whether Anmol is
currently detained by US author-
ities but his possible location
within the country may have
been traced.

Following the miscellaneous

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

¥7.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR, ¥12 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

MODI FLAGS HIMACHAL, TELANGANA

Karnataka free bus
travel scheme sparks
row: PM vs Kharge
on ‘fake’ promises

After Kharge snubs Shivakumar on
‘relook’ at scheme, PM targets Cong

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, NOVEMBER

A DAY after Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge pulled up
Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister
D K Shivakumar for sending a
“wrong message” ahead of the
Maharashtra elections by al-
legedly suggesting that the state
government's flagship scheme of
free bus travel for women might
be revised, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday said the
Congress was realising the “hard
way that making unreal promises
is easy but implementing them
properly is tough or impossible”.

At a Congress meeting in
Bengaluru on Thursday, Kharge
said, “Looking at your five guar-
antees | have announced five in
Maharashtra. You (Shivakumar)
have said we will dump one of
the guarantee schemes. You do
not read the newspapers and |
am talking about what has been
reported. By saying you will re-
vise the scheme you have cre-
ated doubts. It has benefitted the

PM Narendra Modi; Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge

Opposition (in the state).”
Kharge said the Congress’s
central leadership had asked its
Maharashtra unit to consider fi-
nancial viability before announc-
ing guarantees in its manifesto
for the November 20 polls. “I
have said they should not an-
nounce multiple guarantees but
they should announce based on
the available budget. Going be-
yond the budget will lead to fi-
nancial problems, If there are no
funds for roads people will be
angry,” Kharge said, adding that
the party was keen on ensuring
that guarantees announced be-
fore the polls were “realistic”.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Violence on Hindus,
other minorities in
Bangladesh barbaric,
total chaos: Trump

Donald Trump at a Tucker Carlson Live Tour show in

Glendale, Arizona. AP

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER T

US REPUBLICAN presidential
candidate and former President
Donald Trump in his Diwali
greetings on Thursday strongly
“condemned the barbaric vio-
lence against Hindus, Christians,
and other minorities in
Bangladesh”, which he said re-
mains in a “total state of chaos.”

“It would have never hap-
pened on my watch. Kamala and
Joe have ignored Hindus across
the world and in America. They
have been a disaster from Israel
to Ukraine to our own Southern

Border, but we will Make America
Strong Again and bring back
Peace through Strength,” he said.
“We will also protect Hindu
Americans against the anti-reli-
gion agenda of the radical left.
We will fight for your freedom.
Under my administration, we
will also strengthen our great
partnership with India and my
good friend, Prime Minister
(Narendra) Modi,” Trump said.
Hindu American groups ap-
plauded Trump for promising to
protect the human rights of
Hindus across the world.
Utsav Sanduja, founder and
chairman of Hindus for America
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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He wrote his obit: There’s a world outside... what if T am not there?

Scholar-economist Bibek Debroy, who headed the PM’s
economic council, passed away Friday. A columnist for
The Indian Express, he sent this piece on October 28

AFTER MORE than a month in
the cardiac care centre (CCU)and
a private room in AlIMS, I am dis-
charged. My wife, Suparna, has
performed a modern-day
Savitri-Satyavan, aided by the
skills of the doctors. As time goes,
a month is fleeting. But being
virtually wiped off the face of the
earth is not.  manage to get the
daily limericks going from the
hospital. So people don’t neces-
sarily notice. My frequent co-au-

thor, Aditya Sinha, keeps some of
the columns going. More people
don’t notice.

For me, the external world is
restricted to a thin sliver of a
window (in the room). I can see
a pipe in the building outside. A
monkey religiously clambers up
every morning. Itis restricted to
counting the IV drops as they
pass through the cannula. Drip,
drip. Itis restricted to requesting
Harish to bring the urinal or

commode. Sometimes, the bed
gets soiled. Just a lump of flesh
stretched out, stripped of normal
norms of shame and modesty.
Sometimes, in a wheelchair or a
hospital trolley, I am carted from
one building to another, passing
through the melee, through the
sun shining, through the birds
chirping on the green trees.
There is aworld outside that ex-
ists. What if I am not there?
What indeed?

“A new book has arrived.
Would you like to read it?” asks
Suparna. The book happens to be
“100 places to see after you die,”

epaper.indfanexpress.mm.. .

‘Dr Bibek Debroy Ji was a towering

BIBEK
DEBROY

1955-2024

scholar, well-versed in diverse
domains like economics, history,
culture, politics, spirituality...
Beyond his contributions to
public policy, he enjoyed working
on our ancient texts, making
them accessible to the youth’
PRIME MINISTER

NARENDRA MODI

RELATED REPORT
PAGE 6

by Ken Jennings. We smile at
each other. How singularly inap-
propriate! Idon’t feel like read-
ing, even whenI can. [don’t feel

like watching TV, even when |
can. The same boring news, the
same boring high-decibel de-
bates. It all seems so transient

and puerile. But so am I, tran-
sient and puerile, a dot that
might have been wiped off. In
that event, what would have
happened? A few condolences,
perhaps even from important
people. “Irreparable loss.”
Perhaps a posthumous Padma
Bhushan or Padma Vibhushan.
A few obituaries. What will
they mention? Trade work of
1980s, law reform of 1990s, State
work of 2000s, railway reforms
of 2015, even resignation from
Rajiv Gandhi Institute in 2005?
Who remembers? Nothing
seminal about such work. Had a
role in the rat race, was tem-
porarily read and passed into

oblivion, buried in journal
archives.

Perhaps the Purana Project,
left incomplete. Manmatha
Nath Dutt was reborn, to finish
the Purana work. 1 will be re-
born. But I hope not for this.
Irreparable loss at the age of 70,
when life’s productivity is as
good as over? In another ten
years, what social value will I
bring? Can it be measured,
quantified, imputed for? I give
up the thought, too complicated.
There are lives my life has
touched, improved, even
bruised. If they get to know, they
may remember, with fondness

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Agencies find RPG
shells made in Pak at
attack site in Gulmarg

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER1

AFTER LAST week’s terror attack
near the Line of Control in
Kashmir’s Gulmarg sector killed
four persons, including two sol-
diers, central intelligence agen-
cies visited the spot and found
unexploded RPG (rocket-pro-
pelled grenade) shells that were
made in Pakistan, sources said.

Last Thursday evening, mili-
tants targeted an Army vehicle
near the Nagin post at Bota Pathri,
around seven kilometres from
Gulmarg town. Bota Pathriis close
tothe LoC, and civilian movement
intheareaisrestricted. Two Army
soldiers and two civilian porters
working with the Army were
killed in the attack, and three sol-
diers were injured.

According to sources, multi-
ple central agencies, including
the National Investigation
Agency, visited the spot after the
attack and found that the mili-
tants had tried to use RPGs that
were made in Pakistan but had
misfired.

“After visiting the spot, they
(the agencies) found that the
militants fired sophisticated
weapons as well as RPGs that
had misfired,” a source said.

The source also said that a
number of local residents were
questioned by central agencies

and the local police in an effort
to get more information on the
attackers. “Primafacie, itappears
that they (the militants) were
aware about the movement of
the Army vehicle and had also
conducted recce with the help of
a local person before carrying
out the attack,” the source said.

A day after the attack, the
Defence spokesperson in
Srinagar said it was carried out
by “Pakistani terrorists, with a
view to disrupt peace and stabil-
ity in Kashmir”.

The attack came just days af-
ter seven employees of a con-
struction company involved in
building a tunnel in J&K'’s
Ganderbal district were killed on
October 20 when gunmen
opened fire indiscriminately ata
camp set up for the employees.

Following the Gulmarg at-
tack, J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah expressed concern
about the spate of attacks, say-
ing in a post on X: “...This recent
spate of attacks in Kashmir is a
matter of serious concern. I con-
demn this attack in the strongest
possible terms and send my con-
dolences to the loved ones of the
people, who lost their lives.”

J&K Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha, who spoke to top
officers in the Army, the J&K
Police, and the UT administra-
tion after the attack, called for a
“swift and befitting reply to neu-
tralise terrorists”.

With 23 national targets,
India submits biodiversity
action plan to global body

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER

AS PART of its commitment un-
der the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework
(KM-GBF), India submitted its
National Biodiversity Strategy
and Action Plan (NBSAP) spelling
out its 23 national biodiversity
targets during the conclusion of
the annual United Nations con-
ference on biodiversity in Cali,
Colombia.

India’s 23 targets are aligned
with the three broad themes of
the KM-GBF treaty — reducing
threats to biodiversity, meeting
people’s needs through sustain-
able use and benefit-sharing,and
tools and solutions for implemen-
tation and mainstreaming,

The KM-GBF was adopted in
2022 at the 15th meeting under
the Convention on Biological
Diversity and 196 countries
agreed to halt and reverse biodi-
versity loss by 2030 to achieve a
nature-positive world.

Under its goals to reduce
threats to biodiversity, India’s NB-
SAP has stated it will prioritise ef-
fective restoration of at least 30
per cent of degraded terrestrial,
inland water, and marine and
coastal ecosystems. This will help
to enhance biodiversity and

ecosystem functions and services,
ecological integrity and connec-
tivity. India harbours nearly 8 per
cent of the world’s known plant
and animal species and 9.24 per
cent of globally known plant
species. It is home to 3,532
species of fish, 450 amphibian
species, 738 reptilian species,
1,346 bird species and 436 mam-
mals.

The NBSAP provides a frame-
work for biodiversity conserva-
tion, enables focus on sustainable
use of biological resources, and
ensures fair and equitable shar-
ing of benefits derived from them,
the government’s action plan
stated. “The updated NBSAP aims
to support both national and
global conservation agendas. It
seeks to effectively address key
national challenges such as wa-
ter crisis, food insecurity, unsus-
tainable livelihoods, growing hu-
man-wildlife  interactions,
pollution, emerging diseases, dis-
asterrisks, and the overall vulner-
abilities of communities and
ecosystemns,” the NBSAP stated.

Around eight of the 23 targets
centre around reducing threats to
biodiversity. They pertain to land
and sea use change, pollution,
species overexploitation, climate
change, managing the threat of
invasive alien species and ecosys-
tem restoration.

Bengal: 3 children killed in
fire sparked by crackers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER

THREE CHILDREN were killed in
a fire sparked by bursting of
crackers in Howrah district on
Friday evening, police said. The
incident took place in Uluberia's
Bazarpara area, they added. The
police identified the victims as
Tania Mistry (14), Ishaan Dhara
(6) and Mumtaz Khatun (8).
According to an officer, some
local residents, including chil-
dren, were bursting firecrackers
in ward number 27 of Uluberia
municipality when the sparks

ignited more firecrackers kept
nearby, causing a blaze that led
to a cylinder explosion in an ad-
jacent house and trapped the
family members - including
three children - who were in-
side. The three were soon taken
toanearby hospital, where doc-
tors declared them dead.

According to sources, two
other children were seriously in-
jured in the fire and are under
treatment at Uluberia Medical
College and Hospital. The house
belonged to one Kajal Sheikh and
one of the three children be-
longed to his family while oth-
ers were neighbours.

FROMPAGE ONE
Patrolling resumes in Ladakh’s Demchok,
will commence soon in Depsang Plains

Relations between the two
countries plunged after Chinese
incursions in eastern Ladakh
were detected in May 2020, trig-
gering a military standoff along
the LAC.

The resumption of patrolling
in Demchok came a day after the
two armies exchanged sweets at
border points along the LAC
Thursday, also the Diwali day.

Earlier, the Chinese PLA had
cut off Indian access to patrolling
points (PPs) 10 to 13 in the
Depsang Plains. In the Demchok
area, Chinese troops had been
squatting at the Charding Nullah.

In keeping with the agree-
ment reached, talks are taking
place at the level of local com-
manders — Brigadier rank and
below.

This agreement is important
because the Chinese side, untila

year ago, showed reluctance to
even discuss Depsang Plains and
Demchok while it agreed on dis-
engagement at other friction
points — PP 14 (Galwan valley),
PP 15 (Hot Springs), PP 17A
(Gogra), north and south banks
of Pangong Tso.

The disengagement process
in Demchok and Depsang Plains
alsoinvolved removal of tempo-
rary structures.

It marks the first step of a
three-step process — disengage-
ment, de-escalation and de-in-
duction of troops in the border
areas.

In Beijing, the Chinese mili-
tary said Thursday that troops of
India and China are “making
progress” in implementing the
agreement to disengage from
the friction points. But it declined
to comment on reports that the

disengagement had been com-
pleted.

Zhang Xiaogang, spokesper-
son for the Ministry of National
Defence, told a media briefing in
Beijing that “China and India
have reached resolutions on the
issues concerning the border ar-
eas through diplomatic and mil-
itary channels”.

“The frontline troops of the
two militaries are making
progress in implementing reso-
lutions inan orderly manner,” he
said, reiterating the Chinese
Foreign Ministry’s comments
Wednesday.

He, however, declined to com-
ment on reports that Indian and
Chinese troops had completed
disengagement in Demchok and
Depsang Plains and patrolling is
set to commence.

On the bilateral agreement to

disengage troops, Colonel Zhang
said President Xi Jinping met
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the margins of the
BRICS summit in Kazan.

“Both sides have agreed that
China and India should view and
handle the bilateral relations
from a strategic and long-term
perspective and make sure that
the differences on specificissues
will not affect the overall rela-
tionship,” he said.

“We hope the Indian side will
work together with China to take
important common under-
standings between the two lead-
ers as guidance and continu-
ously implement the
above-mentioned resolutions
and jointly safeguard peace and
tranquillity along the border ar-
eas,” he said.

— With PTI from Beijing

10 of its herd dead, lone tusker guards a mass burial in Bandhavgarh

On October 31, 2018, a herd
of elephants made a significant
journey into Bandhavgarh, en-
tering through the Panpatha
buffer range from the Shahdol
forest division. In the beginning,
the elephants “displayed ex-
ploratory behaviour, traversing
all the ranges”. Then they began
raiding crops and destroying for-
est camps.

“They left after exploring the
forest reserves and re-entered
the reserve in December, 2018.
This time, they decided to stay. A
monitoring team was formed to
constantly track their move-
ments. The herd began to grow
and [ had helped in spreading
awareness of elephantsin 10 vil-
lages as part of a project to en-
sure they were not harmed,”
Dwivedi said.

By 2023, Bandhavgarh was
home to around 48-50 ele-
phants, divided into three
groups, with frequent visits to ar-
eas of the Shahdol forest division
and Chhattisgarh, officials said.

e US alerts India
on Lawrence
Bishnoi brother

application filed last month,
the court allowed the police
to process the necessary
documentation.

Documents have been pro-
vided to the Ministry of Home
Affairs following which the
Ministry of External Affairs will
co-ordinate with US authorities.

If the extradition process is
approved, the Mumbai Police
Crime Branch, which had moved
for the RCN, will get his custody.

Incidentally, Mumbai Police
have not got custody of Lawrence
Bishnoi who is currently in the
Sabarmati prison in Gujarat.

Last month, hours after India
withdrew its diplomats from
Canada, the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police had alleged that
“agents” of the Indian govern-
ment were collaborating with the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang to spread
terror on Canadian soil. New
Delhi has consistently rejected
these allegations calling them
“preposterous imputations”.

Incidentally, the Anmol
Bishnoi alert also assumes signif-
icance given the latest move by
the US Department of Justice in
the caserelated to the alleged plot
to kill pro-Khalistan separatist fig-
ure Gurpatwant Singh Pannun.

As first reported by The Indian
Express on October 18, Vikash
Yadav, the man charged by the US
with “murder-for-hire and money
laundering,” in the alleged
Pannun plot was arrested in an ex-
tortion case by Delhi Police Special
Cell. That arrest,on December 18,
2023, was based on an extortion
and kidnapping complaint froma
Rohini resident that links the
crime to Lawrence Bishnoi.

After the recent deaths, fran-
tic phone calls were made by MP
wildlife officers to Dr P K
Chandan, the Additional Deputy
Director at Kanan Pendari
Zoological Garden in
Chhattisgarh’s Bilaspur for his
guidance.

Chandan has worked closely
with elephants that routinely
enter Madhya Pradesh from
Chhattisgarh and has experience
in treating elephants with toxic
infection from kodo millets.

“Elephants eat kodo all the
way from Chhattisgarh to
Madhya Pradesh. It is not their
preferred meal but they eat it
nevertheless. If they eat large
amounts, it can cause issues. In
Chhattisgarh’s Balrampur and
Surajpur, four-five elephants
were found unconscious after
eating kodo millets, but were
treated due to timely interven-
tion. We then tested goats which
were fed kodo millets — they
also became unconscious and
some of them died. It canlead to

severe stomach ache and haem-
orrhage in the intestines, which
kills the animal. This happens
when it eats over 5 kg of kodo
millets,” Chandan said.

Ever since this finding, the
Chhattisgarh wildlife depart-
ment has asked farmers to desist
from growing kodo millets and
has even offered financial help
to erect solar powered electric
fences to keep elephants away
from farms.

However,in Madhya Pradesh,
it’s a different story. Sources in
the local wildlife department say
there is no such arrangement
here.

“The elephant project
which was run in these parts
suffered from lack of funding.
There are no elephant mitras
(friends) in the area where the
elephants were found dead.
There is a staff of four-five offi-
cers tasked with patrolling one
beat and they could not spot
these animals on time. Timely
treatment could have saved

them. Some posters have been
erected by local NGOs on ele-
phant care but villagers don’t
understand what is written.
The compensation policy is also
bad. If they were assured of
timely compensation, the vil-
lagers would cooperate with
the wildlife department,” said
a senior official.

For now, wildlife officials are
keeping a close eye on the re-
maining survivors. On Thursday,
the male elephant returned, this
time with another herd of 25 ele-
phants, and entered a nearby
kodo millet farm.

“It's going to be difficult to de-
stroy all kodo farms. This is a
danger to all elephants in
Bandhavgarh. We are tracking
down all kodo plants and burn-
ing them. As for the remaining
survivors, they should join anew
herd. But they are extremely
emotional animals and have a
great memory. They will never
forget what happened to their
family,” Dwivedi said.

e Tunnel boring machines for India delayed, German
company flags bottleneck at Chinese customs

through  its  subsidiary
Herrenknecht India, which is
based out of Chennai.

“InIndia, Herrenknecht's ma-
chines and equipment are used
for civil infrastructure projects
like hydroelectric, railways, roads,
water, sewerage projects includ-
ing the expansion or construction
of metro networks in Delhi,
Kanpur, Agra, Chennai, Mumbai,
Kolkata, Ahmedabad and many
more cities,” the company said.

Itdeclined tocomment on the
number of TBMs that were to be
delivered to Indian customers but
are stuckin China. Italsodeclined
to provide details about the
Indian customers and the proj-
ects forwhich these TBMs are in-
tended to be used.

“Due to contractual agree-
ments with our customers, we
ask for your understanding that

we will not make any statements
about specific projects, delivery
scopes, or the status of individual
machines,” Herrenknecht said in
response to the queries.

The main location of
Herrenknecht is in Schwanau,
Germany, where “innovations are
developed that customers use in
projects worldwide”, the com-
pany said. Schwanauis also home
to Herrenknecht’s central pro-
duction facility. Overall, the com-
pany operates from over 60 loca-
tions globally as part of its
strategy to be able to offer serv-
ices close to project sites.

It has a few manufacturing
and assembly plants in China,
where the company has beenin-
volved with numerous infrastruc-
ture projects for over two
decades.

“In addition to the USA and

Thailand, steel fabrication and
pre- as well as final assembly of
tunnel boring machines also take
place at locations in India and
China. Key functional units of the
machines and technological core
components still predominantly
come from the manufacturing site
in Schwanau. They are completed
at one of our assembly sites with
large steel structures mostly man-
ufactured in the production re-
gions,” the company said.

“This allows our customers to
verify the functionality of the ma-
chines in their entirety at one lo-
cation and rely on consistently
high-quality standards. The glob-
ally positioned production net-
work enables Herrenknecht to
optimally utilise production ca-
pacities and optimise delivery
times,” Herrenknecht said in its
response.

e Violence on Hindus, other minorities in Bangladesh
barbaric, total state of chaos, says Trump

First, told PTI that they are very
grateful to President Trump.
“I'mvery grateful to President
Trump, eternally grateful and
eternally appreciative. It sucks
that Kamala Harris hasn’t said
anything about this issue. I think
that there’s going to be a big
change in this election coming
from this,” Sanduja said.
HinduAction also thanked
Trump for his statement. “As you
rightly pointed out, the situation
of the Hindus in Bangladesh is
precarious. Below is a summary
head with regularly updated
data on the atrocities against
Hindus in Bangladesh,” it said.
“Trumpisagreat manand, a

No hidden chamber inside Puri temple: Minister

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,NOVEMBER

THE TECHNICAL survey of the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) seems to have not found
any hidden tunnel or chamber
inside the Ratna Bhandar (treas-
ure trove) of Puri Jagannath
Temple.

Though the ASI— custodian of
the 12th century shrine —is yet to
submit its final report on the sur-
vey, Odisha law minister
Prithiviraj Harichandan said pre-
liminary consultations with its
technical team suggest that there
is no secret chamber.

“Though it may take some

time to get the final survey report,
preliminary consultations suggest
that there are no more secret tun-
nels. The survey was, however,
helpful to find out in detail the
cracks inside the Ratna Bhandar.
The ASI will adopt a permanent
solution to repair the cracks,”
Harichandan told reporters.
Amid speculations over the
existence of asecret tunnel inside
the treasure trove and demands
foradetailed inspection, the state
government allowed ASI to carry
out the technical survey.
Following a request from the
Shri  Jagannath  Temple
Administration (SJTA), the ASI
conducted the technical surveyin
mid-September. The technical

survey team also comprised sci-
entists from CSIR and NGRL

While first the laser scanning
of the treasure trove was con-
ducted, the team also conducted
mapping of the treasury and gen-
erated data. The data collected by
the team is being analysed and
processed following which the fi-
nal report will be out, said officials.

The Odisha government on
July 14 opened the inner Ratna
Bhandar of the 12th Century
shrine after 46 years.
Subsequently, the ornaments and
other valuables of the sibling
deities stored inside the treasure
house were shifted toa temporary
RatnaBhandaropened inside the
temple premises.

The law minister said because
of the rush of devotees of the tem-
ple in the holy month of Kartik,
the ASIwould start repair work of
the temple by November-end.

“The repair work would take
around amonth-and-a-half. After
completion of the repair works of
the treasury, the government will
shift the valuables following
which the inventory process
would start, may be in January,”
said Harichandan.

Since the last inventory of the
Ratna Bhandar of the Jagannath
temple was donein 1978, the law
minister said they will tally the
new inventory list with the previ-
ous one to ascertain whether all
valuables are intact.

great leader, full credit goes to
him for wishing all the Hindus,
Buddhists, and Jain Sikhs a very
blessed Diwali. I think Trump re-
ally, really cares about these
communities. He really under-
stands what's going on in
Bangladesh. He sees the ongoing
persecution of Hindus. He is con-
cerned about religious minori-
ties that are suffering right now
in that country,” Sanduja said.
“He has done such a great
favour to millions of Americans
who are concerned about hu-
man rights issues. To deliver on
Diwali, such an auspicious day,
such a magnificent thing.I'd like
to say that many of us in the

Hindu community played a
small part in persuading
President Trump's team, talking
about this, giving briefings, and
putting papers together,” he said.

“We are seeing that 60 per
cent of Indian Americans are
supporting Kamala Harris. In the
last election, I think 68 per cent
supported Biden. There's a dip
in support for the Democratic
presidential candidate. Trump,
last time around, had 22 per
cent of the Indian American
community. Now he's at 32 per
cent. This is according to
Carnegie Endowment's latest
survey on Indian American atti-
tudes,” he said. PTI

e Karnataka free bus travel scheme

Kharge further said, “We re-
ceived a report 15 days ago and
we will make an announcement
in Nagpur or Mumbai.”

Taking on the Congress, PM
Modi said in a series of posts on
X, “Campaign after campaign
they promise things to the peo-
ple, which they also know they
will never be able to deliver.
Now, they stand badly exposed
in front of the people!” He used
the #FakePromisesofCongress
hashtag with his post.

“Check any state where the
Congress has governments to-
day — Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka and Telangana — the
developmental trajectory and
fiscal health is turning from bad
to worse. Their so-called
Guarantees lie unfulfilled, which
is a terrible deceit upon the peo-
ple of these states. The victims of
such politics are the poor, young-
sters, farmers and women, who
are not only denied the benefits
of these promises but also see
their existing schemes diluted,”
the PM wrote.

Modi urged people to be
“vigilant against the Congress
sponsored culture of fake prom-
ises”. He said there was a grow-
ing realisation across India that
avote for the Congress would be
a “vote for non-governance, poor
economics and unparalleled
loot”.

“In Karnataka, Congress is
busier in intra-party politics and
loot instead of even bothering to
deliver on development. Not
only that, they are also going to
rollback existing schemes. In
Himachal Pradesh, salaries of
Government workers is not paid
on time. In Telangana, farmers
are waiting for the waiver they
promised. Previously, in
Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan they
promised certain allowances
which were never implemented
for five years. There are numer-
ous such examples of how the
Congress works,” Modi wrote.

Inresponse, Kharge wrote on
X, “Lies, Deceit, Fakery, Loot &
Publicity are the 5 adjectives
which best describe your Govt!
Your drumbeating regarding a
100-day plan was a cheap PR
stunt!” The Congress president
questioned the Modi govern-
ment, among other things, over
unemployment, its promise to
create “2 crore jobs per year”, in-
flation, and alleged corruption.

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah also hit out at
Modi saying he should “take a
hard look” at the BJP’s “disas-
trous legacy” in the state. “We
are fulfilling every promise we
made to our people... BJP left
Karnataka plagued with 40%
commission corruption, drain-
ing resources that could have
transformed lives ... What was
your ‘achievement’ here?
Empowering corrupt practices,
leaving Karnataka debt-ridden,

and using propaganda to cover
up your failures?” Siddaramaiah
wrote on X.

Congress leader and former
Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel, Himachal Pradesh CM
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, and
other senior Congress leaders
alsoreacted to the PM’s postand
listed their governments'
“achieverments”.

Deputy CM Shivakumar said
his comments have been taken
out of context. “My statement
has been twisted. I only said that
many economically empowered
women working in the IT sector
and MNC companies have ex-
pressed interest in paying for
tickets as they get conveyance al-
lowance from their companies.
[ said I would discuss this with
the Transport Minister. [ never
said that the guarantee scheme
would be stopped,” he said on
Thursday after Kharge raised the
matter.

“Thereis absolutely no ques-
tion of withdrawing any of the
five guarantee schemes. But we
cannot force the guarantee
schemes down the throats of
people who do not want it.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
made a public appeal to volun-
tarily give up LPG subsidy. [ only
said that something similar
could be done. As the KPCC pres-
ident and the Deputy CM, I reit-
erate that none of the schemes
will be withdrawn at any cost.
These schemes will continue not
only for the next three-and-a-
half years but also for five more
years in the next term of the
Congress government.”

On Friday, Shivakumar said,
“Karnataka’s guarantee model
has become a model at the na-
tional level. Even the BJP-ruled
states have copied our models.
This is a matter of pride for us.”

Targeting the Congress, BJP
spokesperson Ravi Shankar
Prasad said at a press conference
in Delhi on Friday, “The Congress
president has said that guaran-
tees should be announced only
on the basis of availability of
budget and financial provisions.
The BJP would like to ask a very
clear and categorical question to
the esteemed Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge that to-
day you are realising that you
should not make reckless an-
nouncements and that only
those with financial and budget-
ary provisions should be made.
Has he given this advice to his
leader Rahul Gandhi?”

The leader of the Opposition
in the Karnataka Assembly, R
Ashoka, said, “On the whole,
Karnataka is languishing with-
out progress due to the selfish
politics of the Congress leaders
and mismanagement without
vision. Kannadigas are helpless
without a government that re-
sponds to their problems.”

— With ENS Delhiinputs

e Militants open fire at 2 migrants

workers in recent weeks.

Seven people, six of whom
were from outside Kashmir,
were killed on October 20 when
militants opened fire at a camp
for employees of a construction
company that was building a
tunnel near Sonamarg in central
Kashmir’s Ganderbal district.

On October 18, a migrant
worker was killed by militants in
Zainapora village of south
Kashmir’s Shopian district. And,
on October 24 morning, a mi-
grant non-local worker was shot
at and injured by militants at
Batagund village of Tral in south
Kashmir. On October 24 evening,
there was also a militant attack
targeting an Army vehicle, in
which two soldiers and two civil-
ian porters were killed.

Friday’s is the fifth militant
attack since the Union Territory
of J&K got its first elected govern-
ment on October 16.

Reacting to the Budgam at-
tack, Srinagar MP Aga Ruhullah
Mehdi of the National
Conference said, “Saddened by
the news of the terrorist attack
on the civilians... My sympathies
and prayers are with the victims

Security personnel keep
vigil after two persons from
UP were shot at by militants
in J&K’s Budgam, Friday. P11

and their families. The BJP
regime (at the Centre), which is
directly in control of security in
J&K, should be held accountable
for these repeated failures. Also
want to ask — why this sudden
rise in these attacks immediately
after the recent elections?"

J&K Pradesh Congress
Committee chief Tarig Hameed
Karra said the attack was “most
unfortunate and highly con-
demnable”. He urged the gov-
ernment to take effective meas-
ures to contain such “inhuman,
shameful and cowardice acts”.

e He wrote his obit: There’s a world outside... what if I am not there?

and bitterness. Such people don’t
write obituaries.

No social loss, not much.
Private loss is possible. To
whom? My sons have been
abroad after graduating from
school, more American now
than Indian. “Will I hop onto a
plane?” For what? You know
precious little about India. You
will be less of a help and more
of a hindrance. There will be a
time to hop onto the plane. Not
yet, not now. Not in time for the
last hug, but in time for the fu-
neral rites. At best, send money,
if needed. It was no different for
my parents and me. However,
that was spread across different
cities in India. This is transcon-
tinental. That was physical pho-
tographs. Iwill leave a digital im-

print. Where is that old black
and white photograph of my
parents? Haven’t seen it for a
while. Once inawhile, they will
look at those digital imprints.
Some remembrance, some
childhood memories, some nos-
talgia. No permanent loss. None
to friends and colleagues either.
A few drop in. However, a
monthisalongtime. People get
bored and forget. Why do they
drop in and want to hear about
what happened and when?
Weak and withering, why am |
supposed to repeat every trivia?
Genuine interest, or a vicarious
pleasure in death and disease?
[ want to put everything down
on a piece of paper. I can offer it
to them toread. Suparna vetoes
theidea. Veryrude. In the event,

the only personal loss will be
Suparna’s. It matters nothing to
anyone else.

[ think of Yayati. | have been
unfair to him, interpreting it as
desire for sensual pleasures. It
is deeper. It is hankering after
control over the physical body,
the craving. Will I trade my life
for that of Harish? Will he? Was
“prayopavesa” such a terrible
idea? Some animals still prac-
tise it. I spend my time with
such conversations in solitude,
thinking about Salman
Rushdie’s “Knife”  and
“Ashtavakra Gita,” recently co-
authored with Hindol Sengupta.
“O Janaka! Give up attach-
ment.” That’s easy, easier. “O
Janaka! Disassociate yourself
from your body.” Impossible.

Except when, under local anes-
thesia, some surgical process is
going on. The sub-conscious
mind or hallucination? For a
fleeting moment, amidst a blaze
of lights, you seem to be whirled
around the stellar system, sep-
arate from the body. A delirious
moment of bliss. Amoment you
would like to recreate and repli-
cate, but can’t. Itis not time for
erasure. The body will heal in
due course. I am not sure about
the beating the mind has taken,
[ think for the better.

(Bibek Debroy was a columnist
for The Indian Express and
Financial Express. On

October 28, he sent this piece
with a note: “Unusual Column.
Shortof arequiem.”)
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Autorickshaw
driver killed

after being hit
by car driven

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBERT

AN AUTORICKSHAW driver was
killed on Thursday night after a
head-on collision witha car driven
by a Delhi Police constable on
Trilokpuri road.

The police identified the de-
ceased asHarsh(24), whowasal-
legedly coming from the opposite
side of the road when his autorick-
shaw collided with constable
Varun Yadav's Hyundai i10.

When the police reached the
spot, they found the damaged ve-
hicles. While Harsh had already
been taken to a hospital, the con-
stable — posted with Mayur Vihar
police station — was present at the
spot, an officer said.

"The windshield of the au-
torickshaw was found to be bro-
ken and there were blood stains
on it. The throat of the deceased
was found slit from broken glass,”
the officer added.

Harsh was rushed to the Lal
Bahadur Shastri hospital, where
he succumbed to his injuries dur-
ing treatment.

DCP(East) Apoorva Guptasaid
the constable underwent a breath
analyser test and was not found
under the influence of alcohol.
“Still, we have collected his blood
sample and sent it to the forensic
science laboratory for further
analysis. Departmental action
would be initiated as per the re-
port,” he added.

Police said a case hasbeenreg-
istered against Yadav and further
investigations are underway.

Man walking dog threw
cigarette butt, triggered
oveonstable st in Rohini: Probe

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 1

THE EXPLOSION that took place
outside the CRPF School in
Delhi’s Rohini on October 20
may have been caused by burn-
ing cigarette butts — thrownby a
man walking his dog — coming
in contact with industrial waste
ina garbage dump, according to
investigators.

Based on circumstantial evi-
dence, Delhi Police and other
central intelligence agencies
probing the blast have not found
any “terror angle” yet, itislearnt.

At 7.47 am on October 20, a
loud explosion took place near
the CRPF School in Prashant
Vihar area of Rohini’s Sector 14,
prompting police and a bomb
squad to rush to the spot, along
with the fire brigade.

The explosion, initially be-
lieved to have been caused by a
crude bomb, damaged the
school wall and shattered the
windows of a car parked nearby:.
Forensics experts after visiting
the spot had hinted that traces of
potassium chlorate, hydrogen
peroxide and some electrical
wires were found at the site.

“Forensic experts and techni-
cal experts of National Security
Guard are being consulted by
Delhi Police to ascertain the ex-
actidentity of all the traces/pow-
ders recovered from the spot, but
they are yet to submit their re-

Site of explosion outside CRPF School in Delhi’s Rohini. File

port. As of now, the detonator
hasn’t been found,” a senior po-
lice officer said.

After scanning footage of a
CCTV camera installed near the
spot, the investigators zeroed in
on around 10 people who were
questioned.

“Among the 10 suspects, a
North Delhi-based businessman
was also questioned as he was
found to be present around five
minutes before the explosion. He
is a resident of Prashant Vihar
and came on Sunday morning to
walk his dog. The CCTV footage
shows that he was smoking and
after questioning him, it came to
the fore that he left lit cigarette
butts before leaving the spot,”
the police officer said.

The spot, where the explo-

sion took place, an officer said,
was usually used for dumping
garbage and has a public urinal.

“Preliminary investigation
after questioning all the sus-
pects, scanning the CCTV
footage, and based on the cir-
cumstantial evidence, so far
there is no foul play... There is no
terror angle as of now... Prime fa-
cie it appears that some indus-
trial waste materials were
dumped in the garbage and got
ignited due to the lit cigarette
butts... But we are still waiting to
get the final report of the FSLand
NSG,” the officer said.

After the explosion, a pro-
Khalistan group had posted
CCTV footage of the incident on
Telegram along with a message
“warning” India.

Chhath: Public holiday on Nov 7, says CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER

EVEN AS the AAP government in
Delhi, the Lieutenant Governor's
(L-G) Secretariat and the Delhi
BJP jostled for credit over the is-
sue, a public holiday was de-
clared on November 7 on ac-
count of Chhath Puja.

The announcement from
Chief Minister Atishi came after
L-GVKSaxena,in aletter, urged
her to declare a public holiday on
the third day of the festival,
November 7. Saxena wrote that
the third day of the four-day fes-
tival, when offerings are made to
the setting sun, had already been
designated a restricted holiday.
“l urge you that the government
declare November 7 (Thursday)
as a full (public) holiday and the
file related to this be moved at the
earliest,” the L-G wrote to the CM.

In an order issued on Friday
evening, Atishiissued directions
declaring November 7 as a holi-
day. “Chhath Puja is an impor-
tant festival for the people of
Delhi. Therefore, the Delhi gov-
ernment has decided to declare
a public holiday on November
7..,” the order stated.

Following this, ina poston X,

File status report on

Advocates Protection
Bill: HC to Delhi govt

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBERT

THE DELHI government
Tuesday told the Delhi High
Court that it will file a status re-
portabout the progressmadein
drafting the Advocates
Protection Bill, following which
the HC listed the matter on
December 16.

In an earlier status report
dated September 20 filed by the
Department of Law, GNCTD, it
was submitted in court that a
draftbill has been prepared and
placed for consideration before
the chief secretary and Delhilaw
minister. It was also submitted
that the Bill has been pending
the minister’s approval since
September 13.The report stated
that the Bill will require approval
from the council of ministers, af-
ter which it will be referred to
the L-G for his nod.

“After receipt of approval
from the Central Government
(L-G), the draft Bill may be laid
before the Legislative Assembly
of Delhi for its consideration. In
case the Bill is passed by the
Legislative Assembly of Delhi,
the same is required to be re-
served by Hon’ble Lt Governor
for seeking assent of His
Excellency, the President of
India...,” said the status report.

Delhi,meanwhile, is set fora
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Chhath Puja preparations underway at ITO Ghat on Friday. Amit Mehra

Atishi said, “I am pleased to an-
nounce that the Delhi govern-
ment has decided to observe a
holiday on November 7 for
Chhath, so that all Purvanchali
brothers and sisters can celebrate
the festival with enthusiasm.”
Welcoming the move, Delhi
president Virendra Sachdeva
said that it was for the first time
in 2014 that Chhath was ob-

served as a holiday in Delhi due
to the joint efforts of then Delhi
BJP president Satish Upadhyay,
MP Manoj Tiwari and other
party leaders.

“But after that the Arvind
Kejriwal government has been
observing Chhath as arestricted
holiday every year. BJP believes
that the people of Purvanchal are
the backbone of today's econ-

omy and their great festival
Chhath should be declared a
public holiday. I support and
welcome the proposal letter sent
by Honorable Lieutenant
Governor Shri Vinay Kumar
Saxena to the Chief Minister!”
Sachdeva said in a post on X.

Chhathis a major festival cel-
ebrated in Bihar and eastern
Uttar Pradesh.

hectic three months -- polls are
slated early next year and the
Model Code of Conduct may
kick in by mid-November.

“The Bill has already been
delayed... it must be expedited
at the earliest,” said advocate K
C Mittal, whoisrepresenting the
coordination committee (of all
district court bar associations)
which prepared the first draft.
“..Wewantittobe passed at the
earliest,” said committee chair-
man, advocate Jagdeep Vats.

The petition being heard in
the HC was filed by advocates
Deepa Joseph and Alpha Phiris,
seeking directions to the Centre
and Delhi government to con-
sider enacting the Advocates
Protection Actin Delhi.

Mittal told The Indian Express
that Rajasthan is the only state
that has enacted a law granting
protection to advocates.

The issue of security in
courts hasbeen widely debated
over the past few years, after
several incidents of violence in
the courtroom, as well as against
lawyers, were reported. Earlier
this week, videos of a district
court in Ghaziabad surfaced
showing police personnel hit-
ting advocates with laathisin a
courtroom. In 2021, two armed
men posing as lawyers killed
gangster Jitender Gogi inside a
courtroom in Rohini before be-
ing gunned down by police.

ANTI-SIKH RIOTS

L-G eases govt job criteria for victims

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER1

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR (L-G)V
KSaxena Friday approved arelax-
ationin educational qualifications
for various government jobs
meant forvictims of the 1984 anti-
Sikhriots, terming the violence “a
blot on Indian democratic tradi-
tions”. The minimum educational
qualification for various govern-
ment posts has beenrelaxed from
10th grade to 8th grade.

The move, which his office
said was pending for decades due
to “procedural delays and insen-
sitive red tape”, will enable alarger

pool of candidates to secure em-
ployment; it comes after a com-
prehensive review of cases which
revealed thatapplicants had been
denied employment despite
meeting the eligibility criteria.

According to Saxena’s office,
various groups, public represen-
tatives, the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee, and a
delegation of the victims them-
selves had met the L-G and ap-
pealed to consider all eligible ap-
plicants, including those who may
have aged or passed away.

His office said the government
had previously nominated 564 in-
dividuals for compassionate ap-
pointments, with 133 securing
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positions in the 1990s; while age
relaxation was granted in subse-
quent years, qualification relax-
ation was seen to have remained
a hurdle for many.

He issued directions to view
the victims of the anti-Sikh riots
asaspecial category of personsal-
lowed full relaxation in required
education qualification to various
government posts, to the remain-
ing applicants identified by the
Revenue Department earlier.
“..Saxenahas directed the depart-
ment/s concerned to explore the
possibility of providing employ-
ment to the children of deceased
oraged applicants on humanitar-
iangrounds,” the L-G’s office said.

I-year-old boy resists
sexual assault, killed

New Delhi: A man was arrested
on Friday for allegedly murder-
ing a 7-year-old boy after he re-
sisted sexual assault on Diwali
night in Delhi. The accused is in
the process of being booked un-
der the POCSO Act, the police said.

The police said a PCR call
alerted them about the body of
the child lying at an undercon-
struction building. Upon reaching
the scene, the police found the
body with head injuries. He was
rushed to hospital, where doctors
declared him brought dead.

“The accused confessed to at-
tacking the boy with bricks after
he resisted sexual assault,” said
DCP (Southeast) Ravi Kumar
Singh. ENS
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Delhi gasps: Worst

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER

THE AIR quality on Diwali this year
was worse compared to the last
two years — the 24-hour average
air quality index (AQI) was in the
‘very poor’ category at 328, ac-
cording to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) data.
However, data shows that the air
was less polluted a day after the
festival compared to last year be-
cause of favourable meteorologi-
cal conditions such as strong wind
speed and warmer temperatures.

CPCB data shows that on
Diwali day last year, the AQI was
218 (‘poor’) while it was 312
(‘very poor’) in 2022. This year’s
pre-Diwali AQI was also worse
than the last two years. (see box)

A day after Diwali this year,
the AQI was 339 — better com-
pared to previous years since
2015, (barring 2022).

The Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC), inits report,
said PM 10levels saw an increase
of 11% while PM 2.5 levels
dipped by 4% on the day of
Diwali compared to last year.

PM 2.5 levels shoot up

On October 31, several mon-
itoring stations saw high levels
of PM 2.5 — an “indicator” of fire-
crackers, as per experts. Despite
a strict banimposed by the Delhi
government on the production,
storage, and sale of firecrackers,
the Diwali night sky was lit with
colours while high-decibel fire-
crackers were also heard rum-
bling throughout the evening.

Sunil Dahiya, founder and
lead analyst at Envirocatalysts,
said, “A crude way of inferring
the contribution of firecrackers
from pollution levels is to check
the PM 2.5 peak levels and
compare it with last year. In
2023, Diwali was celebrated in
November when cooler condi-
tions had set in, but the average

PM 2.5 LEVELS SOAR — INDICATIVE OF FIRECRACKER CONTRIBUTION, SAY EXPERTS

SIGNATURE BRIDGE

AKSHARDHAM TEMPLE
Amit Mehra

Alayer of smog over the Capital on Friday morning. The AQI was 339 (very poor); the air was less polluted a day after the
festival compared to last year. Praveen Khanna
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PM 2.5 pollution levels then
were around 600 ng/m3 during
peak hours. This year, even
with warmer temperatures, we
found that the PM2.5 levels
during peak hours on Diwali
was the same as last year. The
peak was reached after an in-
crease on an hourly basis from
100 to 120 ng/m3 at 6 pm to
around 1 am the next day, with
a few stations like Nehru Nagar
crossing 1,500 pg/m3. This
shows that the firecracker ban
didn’t really work.”

Asked about important indi-
cators to check contribution
of firecrackers, Anumita Roycho-

wdhury, Executive Director,
Research and Advocacy, Centre
for Science and Environment
(CSE), explained, “Normally sev-
eral parameters including
PM2.5,NOX, SO2, CO are looked
at. But PM is an important pa-
rameter and is also an indicator
of toxicity.”

Dahiya also said PM 2.5 lev-
els are a better indicator than PM
10becausethePM 2.5 level hasa
more hazardous effect, with the
particles penetrating deeper into
the respiratory system.

According to CPCB data, the
24-hour-average PM 2.5 level was
144.3 ug/m3 at 8 pmon Thursday,

Fire engulfs 3 flats in Greater

Noida society, family

HIMANSHUHARSH
GREATERNOIDA,NOVEMBER

A FIRE broke out at Supertech
Eco Village 1 in Greater Noida
Thursday, causing damage to
three flats and leading to the death
of a pet dog that suffocated.

The blaze, which reportedly
originated on the 17th floor of
Tower J,around 10.30 pm, rapidly
spread to the 18th and 19th
floors. Residents alleged fire
safety systems were non-func-
tional and inadequate.

Pratul Nijhawan (30), whose
flat on 18th floor was damaged,
said, “We had gone downstairs for
only 10 minutes before we no-
ticed the fire at our flat.” By the
time the family rushed back, the
whole flat was on fire and their 14-
year-old dog, Tinnu, was inside.

“My brother and I tried to save
Tinnu, but the fire was intense...,”

S I
- 1. il =

The family’s dog, Tinnu. Express

said Pratul’s sister Mansi (23).
The Nijhawans had shifted to
their homein June. “Our pet, cash
and gold of around Rs 7 lakh,
everythingis gone now,” said their
father Satinder Kumar Nijhawan.
Saurabh Chahal (34), a BSF
personnel posted in Assam, had
come home a few days ago to cel-
ebrate Diwali with his wife
Shivani and their 4-year-old
daughter. “We rushed back when
we saw the fire in our 17th floor
flatbut could not extinguish it. The
fire sprinklers and other safety

loses pet

systems were useless, we were
trying to douse the flames with
buckets of water... No one in the
maintenance department was
taking our calls...”

UmeshKoli(43),aresident,al-
leged, “We had complained about
the faulty fire equipment, but no
action was taken... At the time of
the fire, sprinklers were not work-
ing, the fire hoses were locked and
not connected to the water line.
We had to break them open our-
selves, and bring hose pipe from
another building.”

Theresidents said noRWA had
been constituted in the society.

Despite repeated attempts, a
representative for the builder
could notbe contacted fora com-
ment. A fire department officer
said they came to know of the
blaze around 10.45 pm and two
fire tenders were dispatched to
the society. The cause of fire is yet
to be ascertained, he added.

DEATH BY
BREATH

which increased to 168.4 ng/m3
by midnight. Evenat 7 am Friday,
it was as high as 209.1 pg/m3. By
4 pm, it reduced to 198.1 ug/m3.

Similarly, the average PM 10
levels saw a steep increase on
an hourly basis from 8 pm
Thursday — it was as high as
288.6 ng/m3 by midnight. By 6
am, owing to calm wind condi-
tions, it touched 322.6 ng/m3.1It
then dipped to 308.1ng/m3 by
Friday noon.

This year, the highest PM 2.5
level was recorded at Vivek Vihar
— 1,853 pg/m3 at midnight. The
highest PM 10 level was in
Jahangirpuri, with the peak
touching 1,906 ng/m3 at 11 pm.

These levels were 30 times
more than the national pre-
scribed standard of 60 pg/m3 for
PM 2.5 and around 20 times more
than the national prescribed limit
of 100 pg/m3 for PM 10.

DPCC data also showed that
at several AQI monitoring sta-
tions, the PM 2.5 and 10 levels

soared after 8 pm, peaked at
midnight, before a gradual drop
from 4 am onwards. For instance,
at India Gate, the PM 2.5 level
peaked at 3 am at 703 pg/m3
and the PM 10load was the high-
estat2 amat 1,101pug/m3.

Stubble-burning adds

to pollution load

On Diwali day, stubble-burn-
ing contribution increased sig-
nificantly to 27.61%,according to
data from the Decision Support
System developed by the Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology
(IITM) Pune. This indicates that
the PM 2.5 mass concentration
inDelhi increased due to stubble
burning contribution as well.

According to data from the
Indian Agricultural Research
Institute, Punjab recorded 484
stubble-burning events on
Thursday — the highest countin
a day so far from September 15
onwards.

Among regional sources, the
transport sector was the second-
most significant pollutant with
a 13.35% mean contribution to
PM 2.5 levels on Diwali day.

Meanwhile, [ITM’s forecast
shows that the AQl is likely to be
in the upper end of the ‘very
poor’ category till Monday
(November 4).

Diwali air quality since 2022

CALLS TO FIRE SERVICES ON DIWALI

THE UPTICK

300.
290

260

Calls

about fire

280

GURGAON: 57 calls FARIDABAD: 28 calls

DAY AFTER FESTIVAL

206 | ;
220 | *Highest in 13 years
180 Calls received between
140 152 4 pmand 9 pm 78
100 e 6 pmand 11.59 pm 176

2011 2017 2024 12amand6am 144
Most calls received between

5 pmon October 31and 5 am on November 1
Source: Delhi Fire Services
(3URGAON (5 pmon Oct 31 to Friday morning)
Bhim Nagar fire station 13 calls
Sector 29 fire station 17 calls
Sector 37 fire station 11 calls
Manesar fire station 6 calls
Udyog Vihar and Pataudi fire stations Scalls

il
Praveen Khanna

28 CASES
OF BURNS

IN HOSPITALS (approx)

Safdarjung Hospital:
117 on October 31,18
patients on October 30

AIIMS Burns and Plastics
Department: 48 - 19
patientsin ICU, 27 suffered
major burns

AIIMS: 35 cases from Delhi,
5 from outside NCRand 8
from NCR, including 5 from
Gurgaon

RML Hospital: 44
Lok Nayak Hospital: 19
GTBHospital: 30to35

Rai thanks people who

gave firecrackers a miss;
AAP ‘defamed’ Sanatan
community, claims BJP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER

EVEN AS Delhi Environment
Minister Gopal Rai thanked res-
idents who gave firecrackers a
miss on Diwali this year for rela-
tively less pollution a day after
the festival, the BJP Friday said
the air quality index (AQI) shows
that the AAP government’s “con-
spiracy to defame the Sanatan
tradition of lighting firecrackers
on Diwali in the name of pollu-
tion” had failed again.

The city’s AQI levels had
breached the 350-mark four days
ago, with forecasts to the effect
that this was expected to go be-
yond 400 the day after Diwali due
to pollution caused by firecrack-
ers. “But I want to thank the peo-
ple of Delhi. Due to their efforts,
AQI has stabilised at 360. Poll-
ution levels have remained below
the severe category, for which I
congratulate them,” Rai said.

“Some people burst fire-
crackers; [ want to request them,
just like entire Delhi is engaged
in observing festivities alongside
saving people’s lives, if you, too,
had cooperated, the level of pol-

lution would have been lower,”
he added.

He further appealed to BJP-
ruled states neighbouring Delhi
to enforce an active ban on the
use of firecrackers.

Countering Rai, Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva
said Delhi residents woke up to
air quality “better than usual”.
“The truth is dust from daily ve-
hicular traffic on Delhi’s broken
roads has a far greater impact
than the firecrackers lit on a sin-
gle night... we demand Arvind
Kejriwal, Atishi and Gopal Rai ac-
knowledge that they were de-
faming the Sanatan tradition of
firecrackers and apologise to the
Sanatan community,” he added.

South Delhi BJP MP Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri blamed both the
AAP government and MCD. “The
broken footpaths also cause dust
pollution... the AAP-led MCD is
not cleaning roads...,” he said.

Rai, meanwhile, launched a
special dust-control campaign,
as part of which a fleet of heavy-
duty mobile anti-smog gun was
introduced. He added that 200
such mobile-anti smog guns will
be deployed across roads consid-
ering the current AQI levels.

Mobile anti-smog guns launched on Friday. Praveen Khanna

JUVENILE APPREHENDED, HIRED SHOOTER TO KILL MAN: POLICE

Diwali tragedy: Man, nephew gunned down at home

PRAGYNESH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER

A MAN and his 16-year-old
nephew were shot dead in
Delhi’s Shahdara on Thursday
night while they were cele-
brating Diwali, police said,
adding that a minor has been
apprehended for planning the
murder.
The man’s 10-year-old son
was also injured in the incident.
The incident took place in
Shahdara’s Farsh Bazar area. The
police identified the deceased as
Akash Sharma alias Chotu (40)
and his nephew Rishabh
Sharma. Akash’s son Krish, who
suffered bullet injuries, isin a sta-
ble condition, police said.
According to police, the juve-
nile, allegedly a distant relative
of the victim, claimed during
questioning that he had a dis-
pute with Akash involving Rs

70,000, whichled him toa hatch
conspiracy to kill him.

“At 8.30 pm, a call was re-
ceived regarding firing in Bihari
Colony. On reaching the spot, the
police learnt that the injured had
been taken to a hospital. Akash
and Rishabh were declared dead
at the hospital,” Prashant
Gautam, Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Shahdara), said.

CCTV footage of the incident
purportedly shows Rishabh and
Akash bursting firecrackers out-
side their home. Two people, one
on a two-wheeler and another
on foot, arrive near the house
and start talking to Akash. As
Akash goes inside, one of them
takes out a gun, walks towards
the door of the house, and fires
five shots.

“Akash was killed and his son
was injured. Rishabh chased the
shooter and was shot as well,” an
officer said.

“The minor had hired the

Akash Sharma and his
nephew Rishabh were shot
dead at their homein
Shahdara. Express

shooter to kill Akash. They were
planning the murder for the last
15 days. They were waiting for a
chance to kill him for three days
and were roaming around his
house,” added the officer.
Akash, who ran a cosmetic
shop at Chota Bazaar near Bihari
Colony, was also into the real es-
tate business, police said. He and
his family lived with the family

of his elder brother Yogesh,
Rishabh’s father.

“The juvenile has claimed
that Akash was not returning the
Rs 70,000 he had given to him
one-and-a-half-months ago.
Hence, he hired a shooter,” said
Gautam.

Akash's family denied this
claim. His nephew Prateek
Sharma said, “We knew his (ju-
venile's) family... He used to fre-
quently ask for money... My un-
cle didn’t know how to say no...
My sister was to get married
next week, and he was the most
excited of us all. Now, everything
is ruined.”

Akashis survived by his wife,
two sons and his mother.

Meanwhile, the incident trig-
gered a war of words between
the AAP and the BJP, with Delhi
Urban Development Minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj blaming the
BJP-led Centre’s neglect for the
city’s law and order situation.

Capital sees its
warmest October
in 73 years; IMD
now forecasts a
warm November

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBERT

DELHI THIS year reported the
warmest October in 73 years, as
per India Meteorological Depar-
tment (IMD) data since 1901.

AtSafdarjung observatory, the
monthly maximum and mini-
mum averages this month were
recorded at 35.1 degrees Celsius
and 21.2 degrees Celsius, respec-
tively. This is the fourth highest
monthly day temperature and the
sixth highest monthly night tem-
perature recorded in October
since 1901. As per IMD records,
since 1901, the highest-ever aver-
age day temperature for October
was recorded in 1951 at 36.2 de-
grees Celsius. The highest-ever av-
erage night temperature was
recorded at 22.3 degrees Celsius
in1915and 1951. The other warm
years were in 1907 when the aver-
age maximum settled at 35.5 de-
grees Celsius.

India as a whole also experi-
enced its warmest October since
1901, with mean temperature
recorded 1.23 degrees Celsius
above normal, IMD said on
Friday. It predicted a warmer
November, giving no indication
of the upcoming winter.

Addressing mediapersons,
IMD Director General Mrityunjay
Mohapatraattributed the warmer
weather to the absence of west-
ern disturbances and influx of
easterly winds due to active low
pressure systems in the Bay of
Bengal. He said the temperatures
will continue to remain 2-5 de-
grees above normal in the north-
western plains at least for the next
two weeks, before a gradual de-
cline towards normalcy.

According to IMD, October
1930 and 1938 recorded an av-
erage maximum temperature at
35 degree Celsius in Delhi.

WITHPTIINPUTS

“The situation has become so
dire that it's not unusual to hear
of 60 rounds of gunfire at a time.
Bomb blasts are occurring across
the city, criminals are entering
showrooms to extort money...
Such lawlessness in the nation’s
Capital is leaving people too
frightened to step out of their
homes,” Bharadwaj alleged.

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva, meanwhile, said the
Delhi Police typically appre-
hends criminals in any crime
within 24 to 96 hours, while ac-
cusing Bharadwaj attempting to
“demoralise” the force due to
vested political interest.

“Resolving such criminal
cases can be quite challenging...
Despite this, Delhi Police swiftly
apprehended the culprits and re-
solved the case,” Sachdeva said.
He claimed Bharadwaj was seek-
ing to “stay in the news” by “dis-
playing insensitivity and making
irrational statements”.
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LITMUS TEST FOR EKNATH SHINDE, UDDHAV THACKERAY

Which is the more powerful ShivSena? 49

seats will decide who gets bragging rights

Mumbai, where
Shinde Sena won one
LS seat, is the main
battleground for Bal
Thackeray’s legacy

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER1

THE BATTLE lines drawn, the two
Shiv Senas are taking on each
other in at least 49 seats in the
Maharashtra Assembly elections
on November 20. Nineteen of
these constituencies are in the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
(MMR), the undivided Sena’s
core belt. Of these, 12 are in
Mumbai City.

The two parties will also take
oneach otherin eight seats each
in the Marathwada and Konkan
regions; six in Vidarbha; four in
North Maharashtra; and four in
Western Maharashtra. With the
Assembly elections the first since
the split of the Senain June 2022,
these contests will be crucial in
establishing who will be the
claimant to Bal Thackeray’s
legacy in the eyes of the voters.

In the recent Lok Sabha polls,
the two Senas faced off against
eachotherin 13 seats. Of these, the
Sena(UBT)won seven seats, while
the Shinde-led Sena won six seats.

The MMR region will see the
most prominent fights, includ-
ing the high-profile battle in
Thane’s Kopri Panchpakhadi,
where Shinde will face his late
political mentor Anand Dighe’s
nephew Kedar who has got a
Sena (UBT) ticket.

In Mumbai’s Worli, Uddhav

I HEREBY
DECLARE

EKNATHSHINDE, 60,
Chief Minister and Shiv Sena’s
Kopri-Pachpakhadi candidate

TOTALASSETS
X28.56CR (2024)
11.56 CR (2019)

Movable assets ¥9.22 Lakh
Immovable assets ¥ 28.47cr

Liabilities 15.29cr
Criminal cases 9FIRs
Education MA,

University of Pune
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Thackeray’s son and former min-
ister Aaditya is taking on Rajya
Sabha MP Milind Deora who is
contesting for the Sena. Sena’s
senior leader and sitting MLA
Sada Sarvankar is up against
Mahesh Sawan of Sena (UBT) in
the Mahim seat.

Mumbai will be a challenge
for Shinde as the party managed
to win only one of the three Lok
Sabha seats in the city in the re-
cent Lok Sabha polls. The Sena
(UBT), which still retains support
in the city, won Mumbai South,
South Central. The Shinde Sena
only managed to win Mumbai
North West, that too by just 48
votes, indicating that the party is
still struggling in Mumbai.

The Konkan belt is also im-
portant for the Sena because of
the undivided Sena’s base in the
region. In the recent Lok Sabha
polls, the Shiv Sena (UBT) was
completely wiped out here, los-
ing all the five seats it contested.

InKonkan’s Kudal seat, Union
Minister Narayan Rane’s son

ShivSenaseatsarein
the larger MMR region

Nilesh is in the fray on the Shiv
Sena ticket against the Sena
(UBT)’s sitting MLA Vaibhav
Naik. The latter is a staunch op-
ponent of the Rane family.

State minister Uday Samant
and his brother Kiran are con-
testing from Ratnagiri and
Rajapur respectively against the
Sena (UBT)’s Bal Mane and Rajan
Salvi, the Rajapur MLA. In
Sawantwadi, state minister
Deepak Kesarkar will face the
Sena (UBT)’s Rajan Teli.

In Marathwada, which was
once considered a stronghold of
the undivided Sena, Abdul Sattar,
MLA Sanjay Shirsat, and Santosh
Bangar will contest against Sena
(UBT) candidates in Sambhaji
Nagar West and Kalamnuri
seats, respectively. Two Sena
ministers are in the fray in
Vidarbha. While Tanaji Sawant
is in the fray from Paranda tak-
ing on Sena (UBT)’s Rahul Patil,
Sanjay Rathod s in the fray from
Digras against Pawan Jaiswal of
Uddhav’s party.

It’s NCP vs NCP 1n 38 seats

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER'1

IN 38 of the 52 Maharashtra
Assembly seats that Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar’s
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
is contesting as part of the ruling
Mahayuti alliance, the partyisin
a fight against uncle Sharad
Pawar’s NCP (SP).

At 20, most of the contests
between these parties are
concentrated in Western
Maharashtra. While the NCP has
fielded most of its sitting MLAs,
the NCP(SP) has relied mostly on
newcomers.

One of the most significant
battles will be in the Pawar fam-
ily’s traditional stronghold of
Baramati, where Ajit’s challenger
will be his nephew Yugendra
Pawar, contesting on an NCP (SP)
ticket. Yugendra, son of Ajit’s
brother Shrinivas, is the Pawar
family’s third generation to en-
ter politics and was involved in
his father’s business before the
NCP(SP) handed him his poll de-
but. Ajit has won Baramati con-
secutively since 1991.

Another significant battle
will be in the neighbouring
Indapur constituency, where
Ajit’s trusted aide Dattatray
Bharne will take on seasoned
politician and former minister
Harshvardhan Patil from the
Sharad faction. Patil, a four-time
Indapur MLA, had joined the

Ajit and Sharad Pawar. File

party ahead of these elections af-
ter he was denied a ticket by the
BJP. After defeating Patil in 2014,
Bharne became a two-time
Indapur MLA in 2019.

In Tasgaon-Kavathe
Mahankal, former state Cabinet
minister R R Patil’s son Rohit will
be making his electoral debut as
the NCP (SP) candidate against
former MP Sanjaykaka Patil,
who moved from the BJP to ally
Ajit's NCP to get a ticket for these
polls. Ajit’s old rivalry with the
late R R Patil, who he accuses of
“backstabbing” him by ordering
an Anti-Corruption Bureau
probe over an alleged Rs 70,000-
crore irrigation scam during
Patil’s tenure as the state Home
minister, adds another dimen-
sion to this contest.

Three of the NCP-versus-NCP
fights are located in the Nashik
district. The contest between
OBC leader and state Cabinet
minister Chhagan Bhujbal and
the NCP (SP)’s Maratha leader
Manikrao Shinde in the Yeola
constituency will be keenly

watched, particularly given the
Maratha-OBC polarisationin the
state stemming from the ongo-
ing reservation agitation.

In the state’s remaining re-
gions, from the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR)and
the Konkan belt in the west to
the central Marathwada to the
eastern Vidarbha, there are just
five seats where the two NCP fac-
tions will face-off. While the
NCP’s Agriculture minister
Dhananjay Munde will take on
NCP (SP) newcomer Rajesaheb
Deshmukh in Marathwada’s
Parli seat, Vidarbha’s Morshi seat
will see Independent MLA-
turned-NCP candidate Devendra
Bhuyar contest against the NCP
(SP)’s Girish Rangrao Karale.

In Mumbai, two debutants
are in the fray from Anushakti
Nagar. While Ajit’s NCP has
fielded Sana Malik, daughter of
controversial sitting two-time
MLA Nawab Malik who has of-
ten been targeted by the BJP for
his alleged ties to Dawood
Ibrahim, Sharad Pawar has
fielded the Samajwadi Party’s
Fahad Ahmad, a former youth
leader and husband of actress
Swara Bhasker, on an NCP (SP)
ticket. The contest here is some-
what a proxy battle between as-
sociates-turned-rivals and two
heavyweights of the
Maharashtra Muslim commu-
nity: SP Maharashtra chief Abu
Asim Azmi and former Cabinet
minister Nawab Malik.

Why proposers play a key role in nominations

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER

THE RECENT conduct of the pro-
poser who signed on Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant Soren’s
nomination for Barhait Assembly
constituency has caused a stir in
the state, just
weeks  before
polling on
November 13 and
November 20.
The police de-
tained Soren’s pro-
poser, Mandal
Murmu, on
October 27 while on his way to
meet BJP leaders. While he
claimed he met BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey to apprise him of various
issues, including the alleged “in-
filtration” by Bangladeshis,
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM)
spokesperson Supriyo
Bhattacharyaalleged that Murmu
was being taken by “unknown
persons somewhere”. JMM

In fight for relevance, Raj Thackeray’s twin tests

With vote share of MINS sliding in recent polls, Thackeray has attempted to realign it with the Mahayuti coalition

ZEESHAN SHAIKH
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER1

MAHARASHTRA NAVNIRMAN
Sena (MNS) chief Raj Thackeray
expressed confidence earlier this
week that a BJP-led government
would retain power in
Maharashtra. His comments were
in sharp contrast to his anti-BJP
stand in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
indicating a pragmatic shift in his
political strategy. By openly align-
ing with the BJP, he aims to posi-
tion himself as a key playerin the
state’s political landscape

The Assembly polls are critical
forThackeray as he seeks not only
to enhance his party’s relevance
but also to facilitate his son Amit’s
debut. This personal stake adds
urgency to his political manoeu-
vres as the MINS prepares to con-
test 165 seats across the state.

Thackeray, once a populist
firebrand advocating Marathi
pride, made his first significant
mark in Assembly polls in 2009,

when his party won 13 seats, chal-
lenging the established parties.
Since then, his political jour-
ney has been marked by a series
of strategic alliances and shifts
that reflect the evolving dynam-
ics of state politics. However, these
realignments, along with percep-
tions of his inconsistent positions,
have contributed to a decline in
the MINS’s electoral clout, withiits
vote share dropping from 5.75%in
2009t02.25%in 2019, when only
one MNS candidate was elected.
Thackeray has transitioned
from being a staunch supporter of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
openly criticising him during ral-
lies for the Congress-NCP alliance
candidates in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls. Despite holding 10 rallies
supporting the Congress-NCP, his
efforts largely failed with the al-
liance losing nine of the 10 con-
stituencies where he campaigned.
In August, Thackeray faced
scrutiny from the Enforcement
Directorate (ED)inamoney laun-
dering investigation. More re-

DECODE
POLITICS

sources said there was apprehen-
sion that Murmu might switch
over to the BJP, putting Soren’s
nomination in doubt.

On Tuesday, Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv
Kumar pulled up the Jharkhand
Chief Secretary and DGP over the
incident, questioning them how
the police detained
Murmu and the
others. A source
said the CEC also
pointed out that
when the police
stopped the vehi-
cle, it did not ob-
serve the Model
Code of Conduct as it did not
video record the episode or fol-
low other procedures.

What is the proposer’s role?
Proposers, who are electors
registered in a particular Lok
Sabha or Assembly seat, are re-
quired to sign the nomination pa-
pers of candidates. Candidates put
up by recognised national or state

Hemant Soren’s proposer
caused a stir after meeting
BJPleaders. Facebook

parties need one proposer, while
Independents or those of un-
recognised parties need 10 pro-
posers, as per the Representation
of the People Act, 1951.

The proposer need not be a
member of the party. When the
nomination papers are presented
to the Returning Officer (RO), the
candidate or the proposer has to

Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis with Raj Thackeray. P11

cently, he has reoriented himself
towards the BJP, campaigning for
the party for the Assembly polls
and sharing a stage with Modi.
Thackeray's rapport with key
BJP leaders indicates their rela-
tionship is built on the party’s
prior ties. “The only party, aside
from the Shiv Sena, with which I

had a relationship is the BJP...
While I know leaders from other
parties, I don’t share the same rap-
port with them,” Thackeray said
inarecent TV interview.

His political utility

Thackeray’s political position
is characterised by a blend of re-

be present. The RO has to make
sure that the name and electoral
rollnumber of both the candidate
and the proposer are correct. A
candidate canfile up to four nom-
ination papers for the same con-
stituency; only one can be ac-
cepted. The same proposer can
sign more than one nomination
paper of the candidate.

Candidates usually select
prominent electors from their
constituency to act as their pro-
posers. In the case of Soren,
Murmu is a descendant of the
leaders of the 1855 Santhal re-
bellion Sidho Murmu and Kanhu
Murmu. For his nomination
from Varanasi for the Lok Sabha
elections, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi chose members
from the Brahmin, OBC, and
Dalit communities. One of them
was the Vedic scholar
Ganeshwar Shastri Dravid, who
was responsible for deciding the
auspicious time for consecrating
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya in
January.

gional advocacy and a focus on his
“connection” with voters.

He is also a central figure in
one of Maharashtra’s most promi-
nent political rivalries, the one
with his cousin Uddhav Thackeray
who leads the Shiv Sena (UBT).
Their rivalry has often played out
publicly. Raj has accused Uddhav
of diluting the Shiv Sena’s original
principles, while Uddhav has por-
trayed the MNS asa splinter group
lacking a genuine political vision.
Both parties also vie for similar
voter bases, especially among
Marathi speakers.

With the Shiv Sena split and
Eknath Shinde positioning him-
self as the true inheritor of Bal
Thackeray’s legacy, there is a be-
lief that collaboration with Raj
could diminish Uddhav’s base.

The way forward

The Mumbai toll waiver that
the state government announced
justbefore the polls hasbecome a
significant part of the electoral
narrative. Raj Thackeray played a

Rejection process

While scrutinising the nomi-
nation papers, the RO can reject
the nomination if it is not deliv-
ered within the deadline or if it is
delivered by anyone other than
the candidate or the proposer. The
nomination canalso berejectedif
the signature of the candidate or
proposer is found to be fake. A
proposer meeting with rival par-
ties or even joining another party
will not have any impact.

Is there any precedent?

Inthe Lok Sabhaelections, the
important role of the proposers
came into the limelight when
three proposers of Congress’s
Surat candidate Nilesh Kumbhani
said they had not signed the pa-
pers when the RO asked them.
Kumbhani’s nomination was re-
jected and the BJP candidate,
Mukesh Dalal, went on to be
elected unopposed. The incident
led the Congress toallege that the
BJP had pressured the proposers
to withdraw their support.

key role in advocating for the
waiver. The state government’s
decision has increased the MINS'’s
visibility as a party.

Fielding his son from Mahim
also represents a significant step
in Thackeray’s efforts to establish
a political legacy and ensure the
MNS’s continuity. Amit will face
Shiv Sena MLA Sada Sarvankar
and Sena (UBT)'s Mahesh Sawant.
While the BJP has indicated its
support for Amit, Sarvankar is re-
sisting calls to withdraw.

On November 20, Thackeray
faces one of his most significant
political challenges. Failure to re-
vive his party’s fortune or launch
his son’s political career could cast
doubton hisleadership.The Sena
(UBT) has already begun attack-
ing the MINS chief, suggesting his
newfound closeness to the BJP
stems from concerns for his son’s
political future. “This leader did
noteven allow PM Modiand Amit
Shah to come to Maharashtra, but
now he is praising them,” Sena
(UBT) MP Sanjay Raut said.
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PRESTIGE FIGHTS
INJHARKHAND'’S
CHOTANAGPUR
COALBELT

Congress general secretary (organisation) K C Venugopal
(left) and the party’s Jharkhand in-charge Ghulam Ahmad
Mir play the dhol after arriving in Ranchi on Friday. P11

‘For 10 yrs, BJP used
irrigation scam to
blackmail Ajit Pawar’

THE MAHARASHTRA elections
on November 20 are a critical
test for the Nationalist Congress
Party (SP), which is looking to
avenge the splitin the party last
year. Inaninterview with ALOK
DESHPANDE, NCP (SP)
Maharashtra chief JAYANT PATIL
addresses the speculations of
disagreement within the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA), the
Maratha agitation, and Ajit
Pawar’s recent statements on an
alleged irrigation scam. Excerpts:

Will disagreements over seat-
sharing damage the MVA?

During seat-sharing negoti-
ations, each party put forward its
point of view. We chose the best
among those suggestions. In this
process, there was some push by
some people on five to six seats.
But all that has been resolved.
There is no discussion of friendly
fights as well. We will take care
of it. MVA’s momentum will not
be damaged.

You travelled across
Maharashtrain the last two
months. What are the real
issues in this election?

Despite the splitin our party,
we received a tremendous re-
sponse because we are Sharad
Pawar’s party. People are angry
over inflation, agrarian issues,
and policies on farming ... There
is unemployment and increas-
ing atrocities against women.

To add to this, (NCP chief and
Deputy CM) Ajit Pawar’s despica-
ble statement on late (former NCP
minister) R R Patil has created
more anger among the voters (Ajit
Pawar was targeted by the BJP for
being part of the alleged Rs 70,000
crore irrigation scam. Addressing
arally at Sangli district’s Tasgaon
Assembly seat, from where late R
R Patil’s son Rohit is making is
electoral debut on an NCP-SP
ticket against the NCP’s
Sanjaykaka Patil, Pawar said after
the BJPwonin the 2014 Assembly
elections, Devendra Fadnavis,
who took over as CM, showed him
a file signed by R R Patil that rec-
ommended the open inquiry
against himin the case. “Iwas very
upset ... This is because R R Patil
was a close colleague who re-
sorted to backstabbing,” Ajit said).

Who has been cornered
because of the statement on
theirrigationscamandRR
Patil?

[ think he himself is cornered
because of it. But he has put
(Deputy CM) Devendra Fadnavis
inmore trouble. It exposed the op-
erating style of Fadnavis as well as
the relationship of the two in the
past ten years.

Had he (Fadnavis) shown the
file to the Leader of the
Opposition, I would have under-
stood. But he (Ajit Pawar) was
merely an Opposition MLA. You
(Fadnavis) made an allegation
against Ajit Pawar while in
Opposition, probed him after
coming to power, and showed
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him the file accusing R R Patil. It
means that efforts have been on-
going to fuel the infighting in our
party (undivided NCP) since
then. Secondly, by showing him
the file, Ajit Pawar was black-
mailed for 10 years. It shows why
again and again he wanted to go
to the BJP.

RRPatil’s name got dragged
into a poll battle nine years
afterhisdeath...

Itwas extremely unfortunate.
We all worked together for many
years. We do not speak ill about
Ajit dada because we have
worked together. Talking against
aperson who cannot defend him-
self now is terribly wrong,

What are your promises if you
win?

Our manifesto will be re-
leased soon. But we are planning
to create a price stabilisation fund
to help farmers if prices fall. We
will also offer a double bonanza
to the people of Maharashtra.
Thatincludes steps to help farm-
ers, curb inflation, and welfare
schemes for women.

Will the Maratha agitation and
anger among OBCs impact the
MVA’s electoral prospects?

We want to take Maharashtra
forward by taking everyone with
us. We are against any split be-
tween Marathas and OBCs and
think thateveryone should get the
deserving rights.

Ido not thinkit(the Maratha
reservation demand) will have
any effect as people vote based
on local scenarios. However,
people will surely express anger
against those who have made
promises but not fulfilled them
... The inflated confidence due
to the Ladki Bahin scheme will
soon be flattened.

Why has the MVA not
projected a CM candidate?

This is not the tradition in
Maharashtra. Instead of thinking
about the CM candidate, it is
important to bring a majority for
the MVA.
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NEW STRESS POINT IN TIES BEFORE U.S. PRESIDENTIAL POLLS

US puts 19 Indian firms on sanctions list,

MEETING MYSTERY

SUSPENSE PREVAILS over the presence of Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi in his constituency Rae Bareli where he is expected to
chair the District Development Coordination and Monitoring
Committee (DISHA) meeting on Tuesday (November 5). Rahul,
who won from Rae Bareli Lok Sabha seat, his family’s turf, in
June this year, will be in Wayanad on Sunday (November 3) to
campaign for his sister and party candidate Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra. As per norms, the MP of a parliamentary constituency is
appointed the DISHA chairperson. It will be Rahul’s first DISHA
meet as Rae Bareli MP if he attends it on Tuesday.

WAIT 8 WATCH

CENTRAL PUBLIC Works Department’s director general Rajesh
Kumar Kaushal retired on Thursday but his replacement is yet to
be named. A proposed amendment in the recruitment rules (RR)
for the post has added to the uncertainty over who will be the
next DG of the department. In March, Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs floated a draft RR to open up the position to officers
from outside CPWD, including railways and defence. It is learnt
the new RRsare yet to be approved, adding to the speculation of
who will lead the 170-year-old organisation. The CPWD DG not
only leads the Central government’s construction agency but
also functions as the technical adviser to the Union government.

ORDER DISORDER

THE BUREAUCRATIC circles in Delhi are abuzz with specula-
tion over the Centre’s decision to reverse its own order and re-
call two senior IAS officers transferred out of the capital. Eight
IAS officers were part of an MHA reshulffle earlier this month
and three among them were transferred out of Delhi. The offi-
cersinquestion are learnt to have told their colleagues that they
were transferred on the basis of their own request to the MHA.
Aday later, however, according to sources, the MHA “quietly re-
considered” its decision, internally attributing it to “miscom-
munication”, and recalled two of the officers. The capital’s bu-
reaucracy is now scratching its heads over who brought the
“miscommunication” to the MHA's notice — its own officials
or the bureaucrats themselves.

Goa Speaker junks plea
to disqualify 8 ex-Cong
MLAs who joined BJP

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
PANAJI,NOVEMBER

THE SPEAKER of Goa Legislative
Assembly Ramesh Tawadkar
Friday dismissed a disqualifica-
tion plea against eight “rebel”
MLAs, who had switched from
the Congress to the BJP in 2022.

Girish Chodankar, former Goa
PCC chief, had filed a plea seeking
disqualification of Michael Lobo,
Digambar Kamat, Aleixo Sequeira,
Sankalp Amonkar, Delilah Lobo,
Kedar Naik, Rajesh Faldessai and
Rodolfo Fernandes under Tenth
schedule of the Constitution.

In the plea, Chodankar had
submitted that the eight MLAs
had incurred disqualification as
they had voluntarily given up the
membership of their original po-
litical party [Congress], on
whose candidature they had
contested the Assembly polls.

On September 14, 2022, the
eight MLAs, claiming to form two-
third of the Congress legislature
party, had declared a “merger”
with BJP and sought protection
under the Tenth Schedule.

Chodankar argued that there
is no valid merger because the
twin requirements for merger of
aparty tobe agreed by two-thirds

of the members of the Legislature
Party is not satisfied. He submit-
ted that Para 4 of Tenth Schedule
does not contemplate merger of a
party with Legislature Party and
that such a merger is contrary to
the object of Tenth schedule.
The advocate representing
the eight MLAs submitted that
the Tenth Schedule does not
contemplate the acceptance of
the merger by the other political
party. The advocate said that the
merger was accepted by BJP “as
the respondents are sitting in the
Assembly as BJP members”.
Dismissing the plea, Speaker
Tawadkar observed that the facts
and the factual issues in the plea
are identical to another disqual-
ification plea recently heard by
him. On October 14, Tawadkar
had dismissed a disqualification
plea filed by one Dominic
Noronha against the eight MLAs.
Inthe order Friday, the Speak-
er said, “Evenlegal issues involved
in both the cases are identical. I
cannot have a different order than
what I had passed in Noronha'’s
case.” Chodankar told The Indian
Express the order amounted to
“encouraging defections”. He
said, “If you term the Tenth sched-
ule as anti-defection law, then this
order is notin line withit...”

says helped Russia with materials, tech

Sanctioning nearly 400 entities and individuals across
countries for enabling Russia’s illegal war: US State Dept

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER

ADDING A new stress point to bi-
lateral ties, the US Wednesday put
19 private firms from India and
two Indian nationals on a list of
“nearly 400 entities and individ-
uals” from several countries that
will face sanctions for their alleged
role in aiding Russia’s war efforts
inUkraine.

This is not the first time that
Indian firms have been targeted
by US sanctions, but the latest
move was the “most concerted
push so far against third-country
evasion”, a US State Department
official told Reuters.

The US action comesatatime
when bilateral ties with India are
already under stress over allega-
tions of an Indian national’s role
in a plot to assassinate Sikh sepa-
ratist Gurpatwant Singh Pannun
on American soil. Raising the
stakes last week, the US said it wo-
uld not be fully satisfied until there
is “meaningful accountability” re-
sulting from India’s investigations
into the alleged plot that failed.

On Wednesday, while anno-
uncing the sanctions linked to Ru-
ssia’s invasion of Ukraine, the State
Department said: “The United
States is today sanctioning nearly
400 entities and individuals for
enabling Russia’s prosecution of
its illegal war. In this action, the
Department of State is imposing
sanctions on more than 120 indi-
viduals and entities. Concurrently,
the Department of the Treasury is
designating more than 270 indi-
viduals and entities. The Depar-
tmentof Commerceisalsoadding
40 entities toits Entity List.”

It said the move aims to dis-
rupt sanctions evasion and target
entities in multiple countries, in-
cluding China, Malaysia, Thailand,
Turkey and the UAE, apart from
India, for selling “items and other
important dual-use goods to
Russia, including critical compo-
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EXPLAINED

THE US sanctions have
had a limited impact on
the Russian war ma-
chine. In this context, the
latest move is being seen
as an attempt to target
Moscow with an eye on
domestic constituents in
the US with presidential
elections on November 5.

nents that Russia relies on for its
weapons systems to wage war
against Ukraine”.

“Those items include micro-
electronics and computer numer-
ical control items (CNC) on the
Common High Priority List
(CHPL), as identified by the US
Department of Commerce’s
Bureau of Industry and Security
(BIS) alongside the European
Union (EU), United Kingdom (UK),
and Japan,” it said.

“The United States will con-
tinue to use all tools at its dis-
posal to disrupt support for
Russia’s military-industrial base
and curtail the Kremlin’s ability
to exploit the international fi-
nancial system and generate rev-
enue in furtherance of its war
against Ukraine...the
Department seeks to disrupt the
networks and channels through
which Russia procures technol-
ogy and equipment from entities
in third countries to support its
war effort,” it said.

The US State Department
also detailed the charges against
four Indian firms on its list of
120: Ascend Aviation India,
Mask Trans, TSMD Global and
Futrevo.

It alleged that Ascend
Aviation “sent over 700 ship-
ments to Russia-based compa-
nies between March 2023 and

KANNADA RAJYOTSAVA

Students in yakshagana attire perform during the 69th Kannada Rajyotsava celebrations at
Bengaluru’s Sree Kanteerava Stadium on Friday. P11

March 2024”, including “over
$200,000 worth of CHPL items,
such as US-origin aircraft com-
ponents” while naming the
firm's directors.

The State Department
claimed that Mask Trans was
“involved in the supply of over
$300,000 worth of CHPL items
such as aviation components to
Russia-based and US-designated
S 7 Engineering LLC from June
2023 to atleast April 2024”.

The other two Indian firms
were among those that were
designated for allegedly “oper-
ating or having operated in the
technology sector of the Russian
Federation economy”.

The State Department said
“TSMD Global private limited is
an India-based company that
shipped atleast $430,000 worth
of CHPL items to Russia-based
companies, including Electron
Komponent and the US-desig-
nated companies: Limited
Liability company VMK, Alfa lim-
ited liability company and joint
stock company Avtovaz”.

It alleged that “these ship-
ments, which occurred between
July 2023 and March 2024, in-
cluded US-and EU origin BIS
CHPLTier 1 and 2 items such as
electronic integrated circuits,
central processing units, and
other fixed capacitors”.

The State Department ac-
cused Futrevo of being “involved
in the supply of over $1.4 million
worth of CHPL items such as
electronic components to
Russia-based and US-designated
Limited Liability Company SMT-
ILOGIC, the manufacturer of
Orlan drones with Russia-based
and US-designated Special
Technology Center”. “The ship-
ments were from January 2023
toatleast February 2024,” it said.

The two Indian nationals
sanctioned are Vivek Kumar
Mishra and Sudhir Kumar, the
directors of Delhi-based Ascend
Aviation.

Electronic, aircraft parts:
Most Indian firms on list
supplied dual-use goods

SUKALP SHARMA
& RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBERT

OF THE Indian entities — 19 com-
panies and two Indian nationals
— sanctioned by the US Wed-
nesday for allegedly aiding Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine by supplying
Moscow with materials and tech-
nology that could be used in mil-
itary applications, most are sup-
pliers of electronic components,
while a few are suppliers of air-
craft parts and machine tools and
components,among otheritems.

While afew India-based com-
panies were sanctioned earlier by
the USas part of its Russia-related
sanctions regime, the number of
firms targeted in the latest moveis
unusually high.

The Indian government has so
far not commented on the devel-
opment. A questionnaire sent to
the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry did not elicit a response.

A number of sanction desig-
nations pertain to export of dual-
use goods — that can be used for
both civil and military applica-
tions — to Russia. Many suchitems
are part of the Common High Pri-
ority List (CHPL) made jointly by
the US, the EU, Japan, and the UK.
The CHPL lists numerous items
that Russia “seeks to procure for
its weapons programmes”.

In August, The Indian Express
had reported that US government
officials were sensitising Indian
companies and exporters todeter
them from supplying Russia with
dual-use goods, as these could at-
tract Western sanctions.

“Entities based in the PRC
(China), India, Kazakhstan, the
Kyrgyz Republic, Tiirkiye, and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE),
among other countries, continue
tosell these (CHPL)items (critical

to Russia’s military-industrial
base) and other important dual-
use goods to Russia, including crit-
ical components that Russiarelies
on for its weapons systems to
wage war against Ukraine,” the US
Department of State said in a re-
lease on Wednesday.

Delhi-based aircraft spare
parts company Ascend Aviation
and two of its directors — Vivek
Kumar Mishra and Sudhir Kumar
— have been sanctioned by the US
Department of State for shipping
CHPL items to Russia, including
US-origin aircraft parts.

Another Indian company —
Mask Trans — was sanctioned for
supplying CHPL items, including
aviation components, to a Russian
firmalready under sanctions. The
department also sanctioned two
India-based companies — TSMD
Global and Futrevo — for supply-
ing electronic components to
sanctioned Russian companies.

Also, 15 Indian companies fea-
turein latest sanctions list for sup-
ply of dual-use items to Moscow.
These include Abhar Technologies
and Services, Denvas Services,
Emsystech, Innovio Ventures, Poi-
nter Electronics, and RRG Engi-
neering Technologies, which have
been sanctioned for supplyingel-
ectronics, including various com-
ponents and microelectronics.

Galaxy Bearings and Orbit Fin-
trade are on the list for supplying
roller bearings and roller assem-
blies to a sanctioned Russian com-
pany. Machine tools exporters
Khushbu Honing, Lokesh Ma-
chines,and Sharpline Automation
are alsoamong sanctioned Indian
entities. Shaurya Aeronautics,
Shreegee Impex, and Shreya Life
Sciences have been sanctioned for
supplying various dual-use goods
and tech to Russian companies.
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Greater autonomy to
eastern dists: Nagaland
‘ready’ to respond to govt

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER'1
MONTHS AFTER six Eastern
Nagaland districts abstained
from voting in the Lok Sabha
polls over their demands for
greater autonomy, the Nagaland
government said this week that
it was ready to forward its com-
ments on a draft Memorandum
of Settlement to the Centre.
The demand for the creation
of a separate state comprising six
Eastern districts in Nagaland —
Kiphire, Longleng, Mon, Noklak,
Shamator and Tuensang — is a
popular and long-standing one.
The demand had flared up again
ahead of last year’s Nagaland
Legislative Assembly polls and
discussions on greater autonomy
have been ongoing since then.
The Centre had sent a draft
Memorandum of Settlement to
the state government for its com-
ment but there had been no
progress since, prompting the

election boycott call by Eastern
Nagaland People’s Organization’s.
There have been several meetings
between ENPO and MHA since
last year.

According to sources, who
were part of the meetings, discus-
sions have been veering towards
a “unique arrangement” called
‘Frontier Naga Territory’ (FNT)
within the state of Nagaland with
aseparate legislature, and execu-
tive and financial powers.

Speaking about the recent de-
liberations, Nagaland Parliam-
entary Affairs Minister KG Kenye
said talks had been stalled after
the government had sought con-
sultations with ENPO and the
Eastern Nagaland Legislators’
Union - which comprises the 20
MLAs from the region. But discus-
sions took place in the last few
weeks following which the gov-
ernment is ready to forward its
case to the Centre, he said.
According to him, arrangement
will be within the provisions of
Article 371A of the Constitution.
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‘Objectionable’
remark: Shaina
files complaint

against Sena UBT
MP, FIR lodged

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER1

MAHARASHTRA CM Eknath
Shinde-led Sena candidate from
Mumbadevi Shaina N C on
Friday filed a police complaint
against Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
and MP Arvind Sawant over his
alleged objectionable remark
against women, targeting her.
Following the complaintand
protest by Shaina and her sup-
porters at Nagpada police sta-
tion, police have registered an
FIR against Sawant for allegedly
using inappropriate words.
Inher statement to the police,
Shaina said, “Around 8 am on
Friday, my PA Amit Ramjilal
Yadav informed me over the
phone thata video defaming me
had gone viral on social media.
He sent me the video on
WhatsApp, and upon watching
it, I saw that Shiv Sena (UBT) MP
Arvind Sawant was speaking to
the media during which he com-
mented that ‘imported maalnahi
chalega, original maal chalega’.”
A senior police officer over-
seeing the investigation said, “We
have registered a case based on
the complainant’s statement.”
Sawant has been booked under
Section 79 (intending to insult a
woman’s modesty) and Section
356(2)(defamation) of the BNS.”
After the FIR was registered,
Shainasaid, “We all are aware that
‘MahaVinash Aghadi’ (opposition
Maha Vikas Aghadi) doesn’t re-
spect women... But Ma Mumba
Devi's blessing is with me..Iam a
woman, daughter of Mumbaiand
not ‘maal’.” “If you are going to
make derogatory remarks
against any woman, such FIR will
be registered against you and the
law will take its course,” she said.
Sawant, however, said, “Wh-
ere did I take hername? My state-
ment has been misrepresented.
The FIR has been registered... be-
cause we are in the opposition.”
CM Shinde said on X, “The
statement made by a Sena (UBT)
MP on Shiv Sena candidate
Shaina NC is insulting to all
women and shows the ideologi-
cal level of Sena (UBT)...”

Kerala ex-BJP
man’s claims on
robbery heats up
Kerala bypolls

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, NOV 1

A HIGHWAY robbery ahead of
2021 state polls at Kodakara
town in Thrissur district has
sparked renewed allegations
from Congress and CPI(M)
against BJP, and each other, after
a former BJP worker said the
money was meant for the party.

On Friday, Congress’s V D
Satheesan said “the failure of the
state police as well as central
agencies to look into source of
funds, shows the nexus between
BJP and CPI(M)”. Law Minister P
Rajeev said the chargesheet
“clearly stated that the money
was meant for BJP election fund”.
Denying the allegations, BJP ac-
cused CPI(M) of being behind the
claims made by the ex-BJP man,
Thiroor Satheesh.

Satheesh told the media the
money had allegedly been bro-
ught to the office in bags under
guise of poll campaign material.

Bibek Debroy, Chairman of PM Modi’s Economic Advisory Council, dies at 69

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER1

ECONOMIST AND Sanskrit scho-
lar Bibek Debroy, Chairman of the
Prime Minister’s Economic Advi-
sory Council, died at AIIMS, Delhi,
on Friday morning. He was 69.

He was admitted to the AIIMS
emergency around 10 pm
Thursday and died Friday at 7 am,
AIIMS sources said. The cause of
death was subacute intestinal ob-
struction. He had a history of dia-
betes, hypertension and a block-
age in the heart for which he had
a pacemaker, they said.

A columnist at The Indian
Express and Financial Express,
Debroy was appointed Chairman
of PM-EAC on September 25,
2017, when he was also a mem-
ber of the NITI Aayog. As the
Chairman, he deftly managed the

body,and managed to attract tal-
ent from not just independent
think tanks but also the private
sector. The PM-EAC, which inter-
acted frequently among itself,
met the PM on crucial economic
issues at least once a year.
Debroy studied in
Ramakrishna Mission School,
Narendrapur, and Presidency
College, Kolkata. He then went to
the Delhi School of Economicsand
Trinity College, Cambridge.Inone
of his columns in 2022, Debroy
mentioned how, on being asked
to revise his dissertation for PhD
by his supervisor at Cambridge, he
decided not todo soina “fit of ju-
venile anger, pride and insolence”,
and returned with an ML.Sc.
Debroy was a full-time
Member of NITI Aayog from its
constitution in 2015 until June
2019. A prolificauthor, Debroy au-
thored and edited several books,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with Bibek Debroy. x

including translations of the
Ramayana, Mahabharataand the
puranas, the four vedas and 11
major Upanishads.

PM Narendra Modi described
Debroy as “a towering scholar,
well-versed in diverse domains
like economics, history, culture,
politics, spirituality and more”.

“Through his works, heleftan

indelible mark on India’s intellec-
tual landscape. Beyond his con-
tributions to public policy, he en-
joyed working on our ancient
texts, making them accessible to
the youth,” he wrote on X, ex-
pressing condolences.

“I have known Dr Debroy for
many years. I will fondly remem-
ber hisinsights and passion for ac-
ademic discourse. Saddened by
his passing away. Condolences to
his family and friends. Om Shanti,”
the Prime Minister wrote.

Debroywas awarded aPadma
Shri in 2015 and the Lifetime
Achievement Award by the US-
India Business Summit in 2016.

He had undertaken substan-
tive research in the areas of legal
reforms, manufacturing com-
petitiveness, reforms in the
Indian Railways, income and so-
cialinequality, and infrastructure
financing.

In September this year, Debroy
resigned as chancellor of Gokhale
Institute of Politics and Economics
(GIPE) after the Bombay High
Court extended interim relief to
Vice Chancellor Ajit Ranade, who
was earlier removed from his post.

“Bibek was a close friend for
more than two decades. Hehad a
sharp mind and a sharp tongue,
and he always liked to callaspade
aspade. One could have very open
and frank conversations and fierce
debates with him. His caustic
words could sometimes be diffi-
culttoabsorb. One could disagree
with him but he was never dis-
agreeable,” Ranade said.

“I'had the privilege of inviting
him to Pune to deliver a talk, not
on economics, but as titled ‘An
economist’s journey through the
epics’. His vast output of transla-
tions of Sanskrit texts and epics is
not just prolific, but a great serv-

ice to young readers. We will
greatly miss him. Itis perhaps po-
etic that his first job after coming
back from England was at
Gokhale Institute, and four
decades later he returned as its
Chancellor,” he said.

Debroy had worked in Pres-
idency College, Kolkata(1979-83),
Gokhale Institute of Politics and
Economics, Pune (1983-87), and
Indian Institute of Foreign Trade,
Delhi(1987-93).He then wenton
to work as the Director of a Min-
istry of Finance/ UNDP project on
legal reforms(1993-98), followed
by stints in the Department of
Economic Affairs (1994-95), Nati-
onal Council of Applied Economic
Research(1995-96),Rajiv Gandhi
Institute for Contemporary Stud-
ies(1997-2005),PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (2005-
06)and Centre for Policy Research
(2007-15).

The country has lost an
eminent public intellectual
who enriched diverse
fields, from policy making
to translating our great
scriptures. His understan-
ding of India’s social,
cultural and economic
landscape was exceptional.

DROUPADIMURMU
PRESIDENT

Debroy Ji was a scholar with
unparalleled versatility who
made prolific contributions
to the fields of economics,
history, and philosophy. He
will always be remembered
for his distinguished contri-
butions to Bharat's
development journey.

AMIT SHAH
UNION HOME MINISTER

Saddened by the news of the
sudden demise of Bibek
Debroy... Abrilliant son of
Bengal and a scholar of
repute, he will be
remembered by us

MAMATA BANERJEE
WEST BENGALCM

A man of unusually wide-
ranging interests, Bibek
Debroy was first and fore-
most a fine theoretical and
empirical economist who
worked and wrote on vari-
ous aspects of the Indian
economy. Over the years,
he has had numerous
institutional affiliations
and he left his mark
everywhere.

JAIRAM RAMESH
CONGRESS LEADER
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Haryana Assembly polls: After EC rejects EVM ‘Voice of Jammu’, Devender

allegation, Cong says ‘clean chit no surprise’

INDIA opposes EC order to
remove 2 Jharkhand officers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 1

DAYS AFTER the Election
Commission (EC) termed the
Congress’sallegations over “irreg-
ularities during the counting of
votes” in Haryana Assembly polls
“baseless”, the party Friday said it
was “not surprised” that the EC
had “givenitself a clean chit”.

A Congress delegation had
met the poll panel on October9to
express concerns over vote count-
inginHaryana, alleging that EVMs
that had 99% battery during
counting showed BJP wins, while
those at 60-70% registered
Congress victories.

On Friday, the Congress, in a
letter to the CEC Rajiv Kumar,
signed by party general secretary
in-charge (organisation) K C
Venugopal, former Haryana CM
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, party’s
communication in-charge Jairam
Ramesh and other senior leaders,

NIA files 2 FIRs
against Paresh
Baruah, 2 others
for bomb scare in
Assam on I-Day

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBERT

THE NIA has registered two fresh
FIRs against three persons, in-
cluding ULFA-I chief Paresh
Baruah, for allegedly planting
bombs at 19 different locations
across Assam to mark their
protest on Independence Day
this year.

The Paresh Baruah-led faction
had claimed on August 15 that it
planted bombs at 19 different
places in the state to “register
armed protest”. The statement
signed by the rebel group’s assis-
tant publicity secretary, second
lieutenant Ishan Asomread, “This
to inform the indigenous people
of Assam that on behalf of the or-
ganization “United Liberation
Front of Assam [Independent]”
the military protest which was
scheduled to be carried out from
6 am to 12 noon on August 15,
2024 could not be carried out due
to technical glitches. Therefore
the locations of the protests have
beenmade publicin view of pub-
lic safety.”

The FIRs have been registered
following the Union Home
Ministry’s direction to the NIA on
September 13 to take the probe
from Assam police and unearth
the larger conspiracy. The FIR
names Paresh Baruah, Ishan
Asom and ULFA (I) unknown
cadres as accused.

said “the answer given to the
question of the machines’ fluctu-
ating batteries seeks to confuse
rather than clarify”.

About three weeks after the
Congress delegation met the EC,
the panel wrote to Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge Tuesday, say-
ing the allegations had the poten-
tial to cause “turbulence”. On the
EC's reply, the letter said, “At any
rate, the ECI reply is nothing more
thana standard and generic set of
bullets on how the machines
function rather than a specific
clarification on specific com-
plaints. In short, while our com-
plaints were specific, the ECI re-
sponse is generic and focused on
diminishing the complaints and
the petitioners.”

“The tone and tenor of the
ECI'sresponse, thelanguage used,
and the allegations made against
the INC compel us to submit the
counter-response,” it said.

According toan ECsource, the
poll panel had received the letter.

KERALA ADM SUICIDE

The Congress had not contested
the EC's specific rejection of the al-
legations in each of the con-
stituencies and its candidates had
not filed election petitions to chal-
lenge the results, the source said.

It also said “the recent tone of
the Commission’s communica-
tions to the INCis a matter that we
refuse to take lightly anymore”.
“Every reply from the ECI now
seems to be laced with ad-
hominem attacks on either indi-
vidual leaders or the party itself,”
Ramesh said. Alleging that the
ECsreplyis written “inatone that
is condescending”, it said, “If the
current ECT's goal is to strip itself
of the last vestiges of neutrality,
then it is doing a remarkable job
at creating that impression”.

“We challenge the ECI to fact
check...sinceit finds the INC's mis-
givings to be based on phantoms.
We have many such examples, far
more than the same 2-3 examples
the EClseems adamant on repeat-
ing,” read the letter.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RANCHI,NOVEMBER 1

THEINDIA blocin Jharkhand held
a press conference Friday oppos-
ing the EC's orders to remove
Deoghar SP Ajit Peter Dungdung
and Ranchi Deputy Commi-
ssioner Manjunath Bhajantri.
“On 29 October 2024, your of-
fice suddenly issued an order for
the transfer of Ajit Peter
Dungdung, SP Deoghar, without
any reason, which seems very
shocking and harsh. Even before
this,an order was passed to trans-
fer Manjunath Bhajantri, an offi-
cer posted as Deputy Commi-
ssioner in Ranchi, without giving
anyreason... Suchanorderonthe
tribal and Dalit officials posted in
the state indirectly protects the

CPM leader sent to custody,
Cong workers clash with police

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER1

A COURT in Kannur Friday al-
lowed police custody of CPI(M)
leader P P Divya for six hours, for-
mer president of the Kannur dis-
trict panchayat, who was arrested
in connection with allegedly abet-
ting the suicide of Additional
District Magistrate Naveen Babu.
Friday also saw protests by
Congress workers, who marched
to the Kannur collectorate, seek-
ing action against District
Collector Arun K Vijayan. The
protest was led by Kerala Pradesh
Congress Committee (KPCC) chief
K Sudhakaran, who said the
Collector should have had the
courage to stop Divya from mak-
ing the allegations against the
ADM at his farewell function.
After Sudhakaran’s speech,
police used water cannons several
times to disperse the protesters,
including on Congress national
spokesperson Shama Mohamed.
Protesters also clashed with the
police present at the collectorate.
ADM Babu was found dead at
his official residence in Kannur on
October 15, a day after Divya
turned up uninvited to his
farewell event ahead of his move
to Pathanamthitta to take charge
as the ADM there. At the event,
Divya took the mic and hurled
corruption charges against him
before leaving the event midway.
While Divya was initially
backed by the Kannur unit of

Congress national spokesperson Shama Mohamed speaks to
the media after police used water cannons on party workers
in Kannur, Friday. X/ @drshamamohd

Kerala’s ruling CPI(M), with Babu'’s
suicide sparking a political storm,
the party eventually removed her
from the position of district pan-
chayat president. On October 29,
hours afteradistrict court rejected
her anticipatory bail plea, she sur-
rendered before the police.

On Wednesday,aday after she
surrendered to police, the prose-
cution submitted to the District
Sessions Court in Thalassery that
her “insult” of the ADM was done
ina planned manner and that her
corruption charges against him
were baseless.

According to the court docu-
ments, the police investigation
claims to have found that Divya
got to know about the October 14
farewell function and turned up
foriteven though she was notin-
vited.She also allegedly called and
told a reporter of a local cable TV
channel to cover the function.

Rohit Bal, the OG of Indian
fashion, dies of cardiac arrest

RINKU GHOSH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 1

JUST A few months ago, designer
Rohit Bal, who died of cardiacar-
rest at 63 in Delhi on Friday, was
thinking of a fashion show with
havelis and music, “a grand
multi-sensorial theatre produc-
tion in the time of digital cold-
ness”. And when he did take the
final bow on the ramp last
month, frail, gaunt and white-
haired, with showstopper
Ananya Pandey, he had crossed
another generational divide. Like
he always had.

The show, Kaynaat, which
was the finale of the Lakme
Fashion Week, was a reminder
why Indian fashion will forever
need Bal to show what classic el-
egance is. Bal, who had been bat-
tling heart disease for the last
few years, still managed to stand
tall, a wobble be damned. He
was even thinking about travel-
ling to Banaras and was keen to
take India’s Tier 2 cities by storm
with his eponymous store in
each of them.

Over the years, Bal has been
projected in the media as an en-
fant terrible for breaking all
kinds of rules — in the process,
he also broke the stiffness of an
exclusionary elitism. That's why
he is still remembered as Gudda,
aman with a generosity of spirit
that saw him rooting for peers
unobtrusively from the sidelines,
like any guest or cameraperson.
That comes from a rare self-con-
fidence, the kind that doesn’t feel
threatened by newer or even
feels competitive.

If Rohit Khosla can be cred-
ited for shaping couture in India

Rohit Bal during his show ‘Kaynaat’ at the Lakme Fashion
Week held last month in New Delhi. Chitral Khambhati

with a design grammar book,
then Rohit Bal should be credited
for carrying it forward after
Khosla’s death in his 30s. Bal
himself acknowledged that not
asingle day passed when he did-
n’t think about Khosla. And un-
consciously enough, he filled the
contours of Khosla with classic
elegance, accommodating the
richest of Indian wear and her-
itage fabrics into a Western sil-
houette and its subtle grammar.
Bal will forever be remembered
for marrying tradition and indi-
vidual talent with wearability.
Yet for all the rarefied envi-
rons of couture, he saw fashion
as a mass culture statement.
“Couture is the price of skill and
artistry but that doesn’t mean
that skill cannot be all-encom-
passing. I look at a person, see

what they are wearing and
know what their comfort, ease,
flair and body statement are
about, where they are coming
from. My job is to express that
language through my works,” he
had once explained. That's why
he was the first designer to put
out a pret line in Khadi and for
Linen Club.

That's also the reason why he
stayed away from the familiar
terrain of Bollywood endorse-
ments despite being one of the
first designers to be asked to do
outfits for Kaun Banega
Crorepati. He stayed true to his
grain. A Bal show was about
peers like ]J] Valaya and those he
inspired like Rajesh Pratap Singh,
Gaurav Gupta, Ashish Soni and
Samant Chauhan. That’s how his
legacy will live in each of them.

However, at the function, she said
she dropped inwhile “passing by”.
It was also alleged that she ob-
tained the video of her speech at
the function, during which she
raised corruption charges against
the ADM, and circulated itwidely.

Divya had claimed that
Prasanth, a CPI(M) worker who
applied for an NOC for a fuel out-
let, had complained to the
Vigilance and Anti-Corruption
Bureau (VACB) raising bribery
charges against the ADM.
However, according to investiga-
tors, Divya could not produce any
such complaint and police have
said there was no such probe
against Babu. According to the
submissions in court, there was
alsono delay in granting the NOC
as was claimed by Divya.

Divya had beeninjudicial cus-
tody after she surrendered before
police. WITHPTI

administrative support of a par-
ticular political party in the elec-
tions,” said the letter. Such orders
“seem to be aimed at destabilis-
ing the administrative system”
during elections, the letter said.
“We jointly register our displeas-
ure before you,” it said.

In 2021, the EC had ordered
disciplinary action against
Manjunath Bhajantribased onthe
complaint of Godda MP Nishikant
Dubey. The poll panel’s order was
challenged in the High Court,
which gave relief to the officer. The
ECthenappealed before adivision
benchin the High Court whichre-
versed the single bench order.

The EC then wrote to
Jharkhand’s Chief Secretary reit-
erating its position to initiate dis-
ciplinary proceedings “for major
penalty” against Bhajantri.

UP: Businessman,
wife, maid choke
to death in house
fire on Diwali

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KANPUR,NOVEMBER

APROMINENT businessman, his
wife and their domestic help died
allegedly of suffocation inside
their house in Kanpur,
UttarPradesh following a fire that
broke out from a earthen lamp
early Friday, police said.

The couple had installed an
electronic lock on their bedroom
door but as the blaze erupted,
they failed to enter the correct
unlocking code in panic and re-
mained trapped, a senior officer
said. Sanjay Shyam Dasani (49),
his wife Kanika (45) and their do-
mestic help Chhavi Chauhan(24)
died in the fire.

DCP (Central Kanpur) Dinesh
Tripathi said the fire began
around 3 am, after the family
performed late night prayers,
leaving the lamp burning in the
temple, made of wood.

“Dasani, his wife and their
maid had all retired to their bed-
rooms and were asleep when
the fire spread rapidly through
the house,” he said. “When local
officials, including fire brigade,
were alerted, they reached the
spot and the trio was rushed to
the Regency Hospital where they
were declared dead by doctors.”

Around 4 am, their son Harsh
returned home after Diwali cel-
ebrations and discovered the
house filled with thick smoke
and flames. He alerted neigh-
bours, who then contacted the
police and fire department.
Further investigation is on.

2 dead, 6 critical after ‘eating’
mango kernel dish in Odisha

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,NOVEMBER

AT LEAST two women died and
six others are stated to be criti-
cal after allegedly consuming
gruel (type of dish) made of
mango kernel in Odisha’s
Kandhamal district, said officials.

According to officials, one
womandied at alocal health cen-
tre on Thursday night while the
second one died on Friday while
she was being taken to the MKCG

medical college and hospital at
Berhampur. The six critically-ill
are also being treated here.
Some locals alleged that they
have no option than to consume
gruel as they have not received
rice under the National Food
Security Act (NFSA), However,
Kandhamal collector Amrit
Ruturaj said rice was issued to
the family members of the de-
ceased and also to those who are
under treatment. He stated that
the autopsy report would reveal
the exact cause of their death.

Singh Rana, once lieutenant

of the Abdullahs’, d

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, NOVEMBER1

DEVENDER SINGH Rana, whose
supporters often hailed him as
the “voice of Jammu”, was the
first politicianin the UT of J&K to
initiate a process of having a po-
litical narrative emanate from
the plains.

So, with all the Kashmir
Valley-dominated parties united
under the banner of People’s
Alliance for Gupkar Declaration
(PAGD) to protest against the ab-
rogation of Article 370, Rana re-
signed from the NCin 2021 and
wrote to more than 200 people,
including prominent citizens
and leaders of all major parties,
proposing a Jammu Declaration.

The 59-year-old Nagrota
MLA died at a hospital in
Faridabad in the NCR Thursday
night. He had joined BJPin 2021.
According to Rana, the Jammu
Declaration was an evolving
concept that the region, which
has decades-long pent-up feel-
ings of being discriminated
against by successive govern-
ments in Srinagar, must have a
voice for if J&K had to truly be-
come “inclusive”.

Rana, the younger brother of
Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh,
was born in the village of Malhiri
in Doda district in 1965. Like his
father and another brother, both
engineers, Rana studied civil en-
gineering at the Regional
Engineering College (now NIT)
Kurukshetra, graduating in 1986.

Rana became a general sec-
retary of the Jammu Consumer
Council in 1989, with prominent
journalist and Kashmir Times
founder Ved Bhasin appointed
its chairman. Rana joined active
politics in 2000, becoming asso-
ciated with the NC. A year later,

DEVENDER SINGH
RANA

1965-2024

he was appointed media advisor
to the then party chief Omar
Abdullah.In 2006, Rana became
a member of the now-defunct
state Legislative Council and re-
mained a legislator till 2018.
Appointed political advisor to
then CM Omar from 2009-11, he
was elected to the Assembly
from Nagrota, a Hindu-domi-
nated constituency, in 2014.
Amid the churn caused by
the events of 2019, Rana finally
ended over two decades of ties
with the NCin 2021 and moved
to the BJP, a natural home for his
politics of rights for Jammu. After
joining the BJP, he organised the
first-ever BJPrally in the Muslim-
dominated Bathindi area of
Jammu, where many NCleaders,
including former CMs Dr Farooq
Abdullah and Omar, lived.
Ranadecided tofloat theidea
of the Jammu Declaration to
evolve a consensus among the
people of the region to have their
own political narrative as he felt
that certain voices wanted the
division of Jammu region based
onreligion and geography since
the abrogation of Article 370.
These forces, he believed,
needed to be defeated by creat-
ing a narrative representing the
“pluralistic ethos of Jammu”.

ies at 59

Rana’s untimely
death shocking,
says PM Modi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, NOVEMBERT

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi expressed shock Friday at
the untimely demise of BJP MLA
Devender Singh Rana.

In a post on X, Modi said,
“Shri Devender Singh Rana Ji’s
untimely demise is shocking. He
was a veteran leader, who
worked diligently towards
Jammu and Kashmir’s progress.
He had just won the Assembly
polls and had also played a note-
worthy role in making the BJP
stronger in J&K.”

J&K L-G Manoj Sinha wrote:
“..In his passing away, we have
lost a patriotic & widely re-
spected leader, who was com-
mitted to the well-being of the
people of J&K.”

J&K CM Omar Abdullah
posted on X: “I know the last
few years have been marked by
our differences Devender but I
prefer to focus on the fun times
we shared together, the excel-
lent work we did together & the
memories. You have been taken
from us all too soon & will be
missed. May your soul rest in
peace now DSR.”

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh said that the “untimely
demise of my brother Devender
Singh Rana is a deep personal
loss, which is not only irrepara-
ble and painful. The void cre-
ated will continue to haunt me
for the rest of my life. I sincerely
thank all those standing by me
and the family in these testing
times.”

&

ANDHRA PRADESH CAPITAL REGION DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Lenin Center, Governerpet, Vijayawada - 520002 (A.P.)

E PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

NIT No. 10/CRDA-11024/2/2018-AP2-PLNG-APCRDA, Dt.01/11/2024
Name of Work: APCRDA - "RFP for Engagement of Consultant for the "Development
of Land Procurement strategy for implementing the notified Inner Ring Road(IRR) for
A P Capital Region". The bid can be downloaded on AP e-procurement portal from
02.11.2024 to 18.11.2024 up to 14.00 Hrs. Due date for submission of Bid is
18.11.2024 up to 15.00 Hrs, Technical bid opening 18.11.2024 @16.00HTrs. For further
details Please refer to www.apeprocurement.gov.in and www.crda.ap.gov.in.

Sd/-Commissioner, APCRDA, Vijayawada

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 BNSS

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Faisal, S/o Lugman, R/o Village Badli, Tehsil Punhana,
Distt. Nuh, Mewat, Haryana has committed (or is suspectad
to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 21546/20, U/s
379 IPC, P.5. Ranjeet Nagar, Delhi and it has been returned
to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said Faisal
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown o my
satisfaction that the said Faisal has absconded (or is
concealing himselfto avoid the service ofthe said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Faisal accused
of FIR No. 21546/20, U/s 379 IPC, P.5. Ranjeet Nagar,
Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the
said complaint on or before 03.12.2024 at 10:00 AM.

Ld. Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate

DP/14519/CD/2024

By Order
Ms. Upasana Satija

Room No. 145
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

Sale Notice of Movable Property / Iltems by Inviting Tenders

To,

BRANCH OFFICE :- ARM BRANCH,

KARNAL

1. Mis Jai Hanuman Rice and General Mills (Bomower) Village Garhi Multan, Gharaunda, Kamal - 132001,
2. Sh. Gaurav Gupta S/o Late Sh. Surinder Kumar Gupta. (Partner and Legal heir to Late Sh. Surinder
Kumar Gupta), Address 1: H. No. 2168P. Seclor— 7, Kamal, Address 2: HNo. 155, Seclor- 7, Karnal,

3. Smi. Sunita Gupta Wio Late Sh. Surinder Kumar Gupta, (Mortgagor and Legal heir to Late Sh. Surinder
Kumar GuptalAddress 1: H, No. 2168P, Sector— 7, Kamal, Address 2: H Mo, 155, Sector—7, Kamal,

4, Smt, Manju Gupta W/o Sh, Hari Krishan Gupta (Mortgagor and Legal Heir to Late Sh, Hari Krishan
Gupta)Address: H. No. 1658, Sector- 13, Urban Estate, Kamal,
5. Ms. Sonia Gupta (Legal heir to Late Sh, Surinder Kumar Gupta) Address 1: H. No_. 2168P, Sector -7,
Karmnal, Address 2: H. No. 155, Sector-T, Karnal.
Molice is hereby given Lo the effect that the movable properties described herein, lying al House No, —|
1658, Sector — 13, Urban Estale situated at Karmal seized while taking physical possession under the |
provisions of Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcemeant of Security Interest
Act 2002 and Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, will be sold by inviting tenders.

Sealed Tenders are invited from the intending tenderer for sale of the under mentioned property on the |

following terms & conditions.

ar. No.

Particulars

Details

1. Mame and Address of the Bank

Farnal

Canara Bank, ARM Branch, Movelty Eoad,

2, Mame and Address of the Borrower

Mis dai Hanuman Rice & Ganeral Millz, Village
Garhi Multan, Gharaunda, Kamal

22.09.2022

Total liabilities as per 13{2) nofice dated

F= 11,67.32 208.42/- minus recovery if any.

4. Last Date & Time for recaipt of Tender
Address inwhich the tender to be submitted

Farnal

& (a) Date & Time of cpening of the tender/s
' (b} Place of opaning of the tander/s

15.141.2024 upto 5:00 pm
Canara Bank AREM Branch, Novelty Road,

K.arnal

{a)18.11.2024 at 11:00am
{b) Canara Bank ARM Branch, Novelty Road,

= Fesarve Price

Fs. 1.70,000/- [Rupees One Lakh Sewventy
Thousand Only)

ﬁﬁﬁ.ﬁl'a"Prﬁﬁérty or .!.tumé as péi‘ list below

Ground Floor

1. | OId TV (LG) - 1 piece

2. |0 TV Panazonic - T pieca | 3.

Bed with sleeping material = 2
plece

4, Ceiling Fan - 5 piece

5. |Small Fan - 1 piece 6.

15 Seater Sofa - 1 piece

Centre Table — 3 pieca

8. |Split AC — Godre] - 1 piece

9. | One Gayser (LISA) — 1 pieca

Wall Fan (Crompton)—1 | 44_|Exhaust Fan — 1 plece 12| LG Double Door Refrigerator — 1
10. prece piece
13, |Bicycle — 1 piece 14 |Induction Stove — 1 piece 15.| Cylinder — 2 piace

1 Washing machina — 1
6. piece

17, Deawan bad — 1 place

18.

Wall fan Cromptan — 1 plece

1. |Gas Cylinder — 2 pieces

First Floor

2. | Washing Machine - 1 piece

3. E:Hd |":I|E§1E:'I-';:.||E-I"Itil|5

Ceiling fans = 5 pieces

5. | Refrigerator = 1 piece

6. | Pooja Material and Pooja Room

7. |Split AC — Voltas and
Dyene =2 pieces

LCD TV (LG) — 2 pieces

9. | Sofa Set cum center table — 1 piece

10. |Wall clock = 1 piece

14.|Double bed with sleeping|42
malerial and clothes— 2 pieces

| Wooden Almirah — 1 piece

13 |Heater = 1 piece

1.piece

Top Floor
1. |Bed with sleaping material| 2 |Almirah with old clothes — 1| g [ Ceiling fan - 1 pieca
and old clothes -2 pieces piece
4, |Window AC (LG) - 1 piece | 5, |Geyser— 1 piece §.| Old box with old clothes — 2
pieces
7. |Cylinder and old utensils — | 8. | Old Invartar — 1 plece 9. | AC pansed on rool — 3 piecas

OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

A.) The items will be sold in "AS IS WHERE IS" condition, if any.
B.) The items will be sold above the Reserve Price.

C.) The items can beinspected on 11.11.2024 between 11:00am and 02:00pm

D.)The intending tenderar shall submit their tenders on a plain paper in a sealed cover super scribing
“Tenders for the purchase of Movable ltems” along with Earnest Money Depasit (EMD) of Rs, 17000/- |
being 10% of Reserve Price by way of Demand Draft favouring, Authorised Officer, Canara Bank, ARM
Branch Kamal on or before 15.11.2024 at 05:00 pm.
E.) Sale shall be confirmed in favour of the successful tenderer, subject to confirmation of the same by

the Bank,

F.} The successful tenderer shall deposit entire sale price (inclusive of EMD already paid), immediately
on the allotment of Tender in his'her favour through RTGS/NEFT with A/C Name - Canara Bank, ARM
Branch Karnal A/C No.— 209272434 and IFSC — CNRBOD0E290. If the successful tenderer fails 1o pay
the sale price as stated above, the deposit made by him shall be forfeited.

G.) The successful tenderer has to shift the Moveable Property / Iterms on his / her own cost and
responsibility without any damage to the subject property latest by 28.11.2024.

H.} All charges for conveyance, stamp duly and registration charges elc. if any, as applicable shall be
borne by the successful tendearer only.
I.) Bank reserves the right to postpone/cancel or vary the terms and conditions of the tendar without

assigning any reason thereof,

J.) For further details Canara Bank ARM Branch Movelty Road, Karnal Ph. No. - 8572816280, Email :-
ch6290@canarabank.com may be contacted during office hours on any working da y.

Date: 01.11.2024

Place; Karnal

Authorizsed Officer, Canara Bank

Join EREE WilBtsapp Channel https://whatsappieoilchllne/0029van2vrsRETOREESEGIE™ Il Woin FREE Telegram Channel hitps://imel8 lenHpQdnioDg1
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

T'HE UN-LIFTED GRAIN

Tardy procurement of paddy in Punjab speaks of poor
short-term planning, and a long-term failure of policy

HE SLOW PACE of paddy procurement in Punjab and resultant farmer anger

are a reflection of both short-term official incompetence and long-term pol-

icy failure. Last year, during the marketing months of October and November,

government agencies bought 185.3 lakh tonnes (It) of paddy. This time, they
have purchased just 71.6 It so far, mainly due to lack of storage space for the new crop. That,
in turn, has been because of 119 It of rice, out of the total 124.1 It milled grain from last year’s
procured paddy, still remaining in Punjab as on October 1. With the Food Corporation of
India (FCI) not moving this rice out of the state, Punjab’s warehouses have little capacity
to accommodate fresh grain. Millers, too, are hesitant to lift the paddy brought by farm-
ers that they process on behalf of state agencies. They aren’t sure the latter would take
timely delivery of their custom-milled rice.

The most immediate sufferers of tardy procurement — as has also been reported from
Haryana — are farmers. Heaps of un-lifted grain lying in the wholesale mandis has
prompted them to also slow down harvesting of their already-ripened paddy in the fields.
Union Food Minister Pralhad Joshi has assured farmers that the Centre “will procure each
and every grain” from them “by November-end”. But the more the procurement gets ex-
tended, the narrower would be the window for sowing the next wheat crop. Given that
farmers need to sow before mid-November in order to harvest by early-April before tem-
peratures start soaring, they may now take greater recourse to stubble burning to clear
their fields. Delayed paddy procurement could, then, cause collateral damage to air qual-
ity in north India, including the national capital.

Butitisn't just poor short-term planning — someone has to answer for the FCI's inabil-
ity to move out last year's rice procured from Punjab and Haryana — that is to blame. Equally,
if not more, serious is the policy failure to wean the two states away from paddy cultiva-
tion. Unlike wheat, there is no dearth of other states — whether in the north, south, east or
central India — that can grow rice enough to meet the country's consumption requirement,
and alsoin amore environmentally-sustainable way. The fact that the paddy areain Punjab
and Haryana touched a record 32.4 lakh and 16.4 lakh hectares respectively this time only
testifies to the absence of political will to address the real problem. India is today produc-
ing too muchrice, which is borne out by the all-time-high opening stocks of 386.8 It in gov-
ernment warehouses as on October 1. The solution to this problem has to start from Punjab
and Haryana. Creating more storage space is a short-term expedient at best.

READING THE SANCTIONS

Delhi should neither take offence at curbs on dual-use goods
suppliers, nor ignore them as decision of outgoing US President

N WEDNESDAY, THE US imposed sanctions on about 400 entities and indi-

viduals across the world, including 19 Indian firms and two Indian nation-

als, for allegedly helping Russia’s war efforts in Ukraine. Most of the Indian

entities sanctioned are suppliers of electronic components, a few supply
aircraft parts and machine tools and components, among other items. The US State
Department says that the move aims to address evasion of sanctions and target entities
in multiple countries, including China, Malaysia, Thailand, Turkey and the UAE, apart
from India, for selling “items and other important dual-use goods to Russia, including
critical components that Russia relies on for its weapons systems to wage war against
Ukraine”. Dual-use goods can be utilised for both civil and military applications. Many such
items are part of the Common High Priority List (CHPL) made jointly by the US, the EU,
Japan, and the UK. The CHPL lists numerous items that Russia “seeks to procure for its
weapons programmes’”.

In the aftermath, while there may be a temptation to grandstand against the US sanc-
tions, it would help to understand their context, and to assess their consequences for
India's domestic interests. There is a war raging in Europe and there is a growing sense that
itis likely to escalate. As such, the West is tightening sanctions to prevent Russia’s mili-
tary capability from growing. The second critical aspect is that the sanctions have a broad
sweep, across several countries. India or Indian firms have not been specifically targeted
or singled out. The third key point is that while India has differences with the US on Russia,
itis also true that India has a strong partnership with the US when it comes to China.

The Indian government should neither take offence at the sanctions, nor ignore them
as the decision of an outgoing US President. It should, instead, treat them as a caution. In
the past, when it came to crude oil sanctions, the US had provided India some relief but
the current restrictions refer to goods the US views as directly boosting Russia’s military
capability. Delhi would do well to focus on the need to protect Indian businesses from
getting caught in the crossfire. India had set up export control mechanisms as part of the
nuclear deal with the US — it is time to update them. The government needs to educate
industry about the export restrictions, and possibly even licence some of the critical items,
to ensure that Indian businesses are not adversely affected by the ongoing conflict.

A PERMANENT LOSS

Bibek Debroy had the ability to communicate the esoteric
with ease. He did so without sacrificing depth and nuance

HEN BIBEK DEBROY died on November 1, this newspaper was among

the many who felt bereft. From sparrows to spreadsheets, from the

discontents of India’s arcane laws and bureaucracy to what makes a

conducive environment for businesses and bees — the sheer breadth
of Bibek Debroy’s expertise and interests were on display in his columns and articles in
The Indian Express for over two decades. Unlike many economists and policy experts,
Debroy had the ability to communicate what is esoteric with ease. He did so without sac-
rificing nuance and depth.

Itis easy, inretrospect, to see that the liberalisation of the Indian economy in the 1990s
was necessary and needed. At the time, however — and in some senses, even today — it
went up against a governmentality that viewed the bureaucrat and the sarkar as the very
visible hand guiding the economy. Debroy was among those who consistently argued
for government to be rationalised, and urged reforms across sectors - law and judiciary,
Railways and trade. He did so from within the system, in the Ministry of Finance,
Department of Economic Affairs, NCAER and the Rajiv Gandhi Institute, for example, as
well as from outside, in his stint at the Centre of Policy Research. Since 2016, he was the
chairman of the PM's Economic Advisory Council. The breadth of Debroy's knowledge was
matched only by its depth.

His abiding passion was the translation of classical Indian texts. The task was Herculean,
more suited for an entire university department than an individual. Mastering Sanskrit,
he introduced the world, afresh, to the Mahabharata, Puranas and Upanishads. This de-
sire to revive a shared literary heritage was not accompanied by chauvinism or revan-
chist ideas, as is so often the case with similar endeavours today. In fact, despite having
served under different political dispensations, Debroy remained above the fray. Days be-
fore he died, Debroy sent in his final column to this newspaper. He wrote about illness and
mortality and what it means to be remembered. He wrote that with one exception, his
would be “no permanent loss”. An instance of the columnist getting it wrong,.
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WORDLY WISE
THE BUSINESS OF THE STATISTICIAN IS TO CATALYSE
THE SCIENTIFIC LEARNING PROCESS.
— GEORGE Box

Piercing the pall

Solution to Delhi’s pollution woes lies in institutional

reform that empowers existing agencies

E SOMANATHAN

“THERE IS ALWAYS a well-known solution to
every human problem — neat, plausible, and
wrong.” So wrote H L Mencken in his book
Prejudices, Second Series, over a century ago.
In the case of Delhi’s air pollution, the “well-
known solution” is to crack down on crop-
residue burning in Punjab and Haryana, along
with some expenditure to help farmers find
alternative disposal methods or uses for the
residue. The problem is that while this source
contributes about half of Delhi’s pollution, this
is true for only three weeks or so at this time
of year. On an annual basis, it contributes
about 3 per cent of annual PM 2.5 (fine par-
ticulate matter)according to a review of scien-
tific studies by Sarath Guttikunda and co-au-
thors last year. So, while the effort to reduce
stubble burning is justified, it is only a small
part of the overall problem. The truth is that
for the rest of the winter when air pollutionis
particularly acute, and for the rest of the year,
there are other, much larger sources. These in-
clude residential burning of firewood and
dung for cooking and heating, industries, in-
cluding coal-fired power plants, construction
dust and dust from roads that are dug up and
not cordoned off from traffic, vehicle exhaust
fumes, and waste burning. Many of these
sources are outside Delhi. Pollution from
power plants is statistically detectable for a
thousand kilometres downwind, as my own
research shows.

A second important point is that Delhi’s
air pollution is not a recent phenomenon. It
has built up over several decades. It is unre-
alistic to expect to solve it within a year or
two. Nevertheless, other countries’ experi-
ences show that air pollution can be reduced
to very low levels with proper institutions
and action. London, in the late 19th century,
was one of the most polluted cities in the
world, due to a high population that was
burning coal and firewood to keep warm.
Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson famously
went after criminals in swirling fogs that

It is hardly surprising if
central and state
governments fail to
implement the regulations or
orders of the new
commission when these will
be deeply resented by those
on whom they are imposed,
with political blowback for
the governments. Without
scientific justification and
transparency, any regulation
is bound to be arbitrary since
regulators lack data to make
informed decisions. And
such justification is
impossible without a large
budget and in-house
scientific capability to
monitor and publish data on
thousands of sources, and
conduct suitable studies.

were actually smog. As late as December
1952, 4,000 people died of air pollution in
London when a temperature inversion held
the pollution in the city. But within a few
years, this disappeared as coal heating was
replaced by gas and other measures were
taken to clean the air. Today, London is
among the cleanest big cities in the world.

In 2021, prodded by the Supreme Court,
the Government of India issued an ordinance
creating a Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM)in the National Capital
Region and Adjoining Areas. This was soon
made into a law. Unfortunately, those who
framed the ordinance didn’t ask why the
Central and State Pollution Control Boards,
who already have the mandate to tackle air
pollution, had failed to control it, and what
weaknesses in the legal and institutional
framework had led to this situation. Had they
done so, they would not have created a new
institution that also lacks a significant budget
and a large scientific staff. The laws do not re-
quire either the old or the new institutions to
commission and publish scientific studies or
do cost-benefit analyses justifying any regula-
tion they produce.

It is hardly surprising if central and state
governments fail to implement the regula-
tions or orders of the new commission when
these will be deeply resented by those on
whom they are imposed, with political blow-
back for the governments. Without scientific
justification and transparency, any regulation
is bound to be arbitrary since regulators lack
data to make informed decisions. And such
justification is impossible without a large
budget and in-house scientific capability to
monitor and publish data on thousands of
sources, and conduct suitable studies.

So, what do we need to solve the prob-
lem? An amended law that will not create
yet another toothless and bankrupt institu-
tion, but rather empower our existing pollu-
tion control boards and the CAQM and give

them the money and autonomy to actually
diagnose the problem. Autonomy must go
with accountability, of course. The regula-
tors must be obliged to collect data and do
cost-benefit analyses, all in the public do-
main, followed by public comment, all to be
published before they can change or issue a
new regulation.

The most important criterion, that of polit-
ical and public acceptability, suggests a re-
quirement in the law that no new regulation
can abruptly raise costs for any class of indi-
viduals or firms without compensation. While
it is essential that polluters be forced to pay,
any such costs should rise gradually, giving
people and industries time to adjust and make
new investments in cleaner technologies.
Sucha provision will go along way inreassur-
ing legislators that the newly empowered reg-
ulator will not make them unpopular.

Finally, it is important to allow regulators
flexibility to tailor regulations to the problem
athand. They should be allowed to charge pol-
lution fees in addition to issuing pollution
standards (but not to keep the revenue - their
budget should come from the government,
otherwise they will have a clear incentive to
make money, not end pollution). They should
be allowed to establish pollution permit trad-
ing schemes. These can be valuable to prevent
lobbying by industry to stop action. With a
trading scheme, the more efficient and cleaner
parts of an industry stand to make money
from the regulation by selling permits by re-
ducing pollution in excess of the requirement.
This gives a section of industry a financial stake
in pollution control.

The courts should stop telling the execu-
tive that they should implement harsh orders.
Instead, they need to push to reform the insti-
tutional structure of pollution control to make
it more effective and less threatening.

The writer is professor, Economics and
Planning Unit, Indian Statistical Institute, Delhi
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INVISIBLE SANITATION WORKER

Programmes like Swacch Bharat need to pay more attention to the labourers

LyrA MEHTA AND HARIPRASAD V M

THE SWACHH BHARAT Mission (SBM) com-
pleted 10 years last month. The country also
has an urban Swachh Bharat Mission.
However, every year, rains lay bare the inade-
quate state of sanitation, sewage and drainage
inIndia’s cities and towns. Poorly constructed
toilets, septic tanks and drains get choked or
overflow, becoming a breeding ground for dis-
ease and exacerbating the risks faced by poor
residents, migrants and sanitation workers.
While urban wastewater hazards are most
visible in the monsoons, in reality only 28 per
cent of India’s urban sewage is treated, with
the rest released in rivers, seas and streams.

Sanitation is a human right, a public good
and critical for health and productivity. It is
also one of the most off-track Sustainable
Development Goals, with 43 per cent of the
world’s population lacking access to safe san-
itation. InIndia, asin many parts of the Global
South, centralised and capital-intensive san-
itation and waste management systems are
largely restricted to the mega-cities with
towns and smaller cities disconnected from
networked treatment plants and sewage sys-
tems. This makes safely managed sanitation
and waste management in urban areas one of
India’s most compelling challenges.

In the 2024-2025 budget, drinking water
and sanitation received an allocation of
Rs 77,390.68 crore, a meagre increase of only
0.5 per cent from the 2023-2024 allocation,
with 90 per cent of money allocated to the
National Rural Drinking Water Programme.
The flagship sanitation programmes SBM
Urbanand SBM Grameen received no increase
in funding. Funding for the AMRUT and Smart
Cities Mission has been reduced from
Rs 13,200 crore to Rs 10,400 crore.

Until 2014, India had the world’s highest

These challenges can be an
opportunity to reimagine off-
grid urban areas for
decentralised innovations
that are people-centred,
sustainable, equitable and
contribute to economic
growth. A circular economy
approach of resource recovery
and reuse holds the promise
of converting faecal sludge to
biogas or fertiliser. However,
numerous hurdles exist, not
least due to the lack of
attention to the critical roles
performed by marginalised
formal and informal
sanitation workers.

prevalence of open defecation with about 600
million defecating outdoors. While Prime
Minister Modi stated in 2019 that India was
open defecation free (ODF), there are reports of
significant open defecation, especially inrural
areas. Even if towns and cities have achieved
“Open Defecation Free (ODF) Plus” status,
many areas remain exposed to limited or un-
safe excreta disposal and lack adequate infra-
structure for sewage and wastewater collec-
tionand treatment. Inunplanned and growing
towns, localities occupied by migrants, Dalits
and other socially marginalised groups rou-
tinely encounter poorly managed sewer net-
works, blocked toilets and open drains.

Over 65 per cent of urban India relies on
onsite sanitation systems such as pits and sep-
tic tanks. Aworkshop organised at IIT Bombay
in March looked at the challenges for FSM
across the country. While there has been sig-
nificant progress in faecal sludge treatment
plants (FSTPs), especially in Orissa and
Maharashtra, many are underutilised in other
parts of the country or do not function properly.

While manual scavenging is officially
banned in India, problems in the system of-
ten increase reliance on these workers. Many
policies promote machine cleaning, yet exist-
ing septic tank designs are often not suitable
for machines. Manual scavengers and other
informal sanitation service providers continue
to provide cheap labour for the maintenance
of the sanitation system. Data from 2018 to
2023 reveals that over 400 people died while
cleaning septic tanks and sewers. Yet, author-
ities routinely deny the existence of manual
scavengers and informal sanitation workers.

The current budget does not have any pro-
visions to rehabilitate manual scavengers or
sanitation workers. While the 2022 NAMASTE

scheme by the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment mentions rehabilitation as
one of the objectives, the emphasis is on pro-
viding safety and skill training to the workers.
This fails to address the historical injustices
faced by these communities.

These challenges can be an opportunity to
reimagine off-grid urban areas for decen-
tralised innovations that are people-centred,
sustainable, equitable and contribute to eco-
nomic growth. Faecal sludge is rich in organic
compounds. A circular economy approach of
resource recovery and reuse holds the prom-
ise of converting the sludge to biogas or fer-
tiliser — “brown gold”. However, numerous
hurdles exist, not least due to the inability of
authorities to collect and safely dispose of the
sludge and the lack of attention to the critical
roles performed by marginalised formal and
informal sanitation workers in local munici-
palities, mostly linked to the caste system.

Toavoid disease burden, contamination of
water bodies and further marginalisation of
poor urban dwellers, especially vulnerable
women, workers and migrants, national, state
and local authorities need to roll out system-
atic solutions and pursue a holistic approach,
incorporating long-term planning and appro-
priate financial mechanisms. Transparent data
regarding the entire sanitation chain, includ-
ing the invisible manual workers, robust in-
stitutional and regulatory frameworks as well
as community participation in policy formu-
lation and long-term action research specific
to local dynamics are critical.

Mehtais at the Institute of Development
Studies, UK and Norwegian University of Life
Sciences. Hariprasad VM s a doctoral
candidate at [IT Bombay
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NOVEMBER 2, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

SHOOT-AT-SIGHT ORDERS

THE ARMY WAS called out, indefinite curfew
clamped in Delhi except in the New Delhi po-
lice district and shoot-at-sight orders were is-
sued after 60 people were killed and 1,000 in-
jured in communal violence following the
assassination of Indira Gandhi. The dead are
almost equally divided between Hindus and
Sikhs, according to official hospital records.
Unofficial sources put the number at over 100.

FAREWELL, MRS GANDHI

NOTHING STOPPED PEOPLE from making
their way to Teen Murti House to pay their last

respects to Indira Gandhi — not the rioting, nor
the lack of public transport, nor their age, nor
aphysical handicap, nor even the chill that de-
scended on the capital. From the young to the
old, from the healthy to the infirm and hand-
icapped, they were all there streaming in
from early in the morning, waiting patiently
in a queue that extended for well over a
mile, to pay their last respects to the
assassinated leader.

APPEAL FOR UNITY

THE PRIME MINISTER, Rajiv Gandhi, and 15
Oppositionleaders made ajoint appeal to the
people to end the “madness” of violence un-

leashed following the assassination of Indira
Gandhi. Making an earnest appeal to restore
sanity and harmony, the government and
Opposition leaders said the “world’s eyes
are on India. India must come out of this test
with credit.”

CHANDIGARH CENSORED

PRE-CENSORSHIP OF THE press is being im-
posed in the Union Territory of Chandigarh, it
was officially learnt. Under the pre-censorship
order beingissued, newspapers will be barred
from publishing reports relating to violent in-
cidents in the country following the assassi-
nation of Indira Gandhi.
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THE IDEAS PAGE
His own person

In a city like Delhi, where intellectual life has a lot of glittering surfaces,
Bibek Debroy always seemed to have unplumbed depths
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PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

WHEN BIBEK DEBROY resigned from the
Rajiv Gandhi Institute for Contemporary
Studies and PHDCCI, the Centre for Policy
Research smelled an opportunity. I imme-
diately called him up and offered a profes-
sorship. He was gracious enough to acceptit.
But he had one concern. He said he was
planning to devote much of his time to the
translation of the Mahabharata. He would
continue to do policy work. But he needed
space for this project. I was in awe of his au-
daciousness. I said something to the effect
that this made him even more attractive to
the Centre for Policy Research (CPR). But |
told him I had one concern. Since the 19th
century, no one who had attempted an
English translation of the whole of the
Mahabharata had lived to see it completed.
Idid not want him to tempt fate. He replied,
“I feel I was born to do this. [ will defy the
odds.” He joined the CPR immediately.

Much will be written about Bibek’s intel-
lectual brilliance, his preternatural grasp of
almost all subjects, his photographic mem-
ory, hiscommand of factual detail, his artistry
in photography, and his myriad contributions
to public policy. The word polymath seems to
only circumscribe the range of his achieve-
ments, not describe it. What struck me most
in that conversation about the Mahabharata
was his character: His extraordinary tenacity,
a sense of being possessed, as if he were fol-
lowing some inner law of his own being. By
sheer determination, he defied the odds and
how, not just producing a translation of the
Mahabharata, but even more ambitiously,
the Puranas. For those who saw him up close,
the sheer physicality of this project was
daunting: Producing thousands of words per
day for almost two decades. Even in meet-
ings he was typing away on his Blackberry
or phone, awkwardly drawn close to his al-
ready strained eyes. The sheer grit of the proj-
ect would deserve an award all its own.

But ultimately, he could not defy the call-
ing of Yama. I had a wonderful Diwali mes-
sage from him at 9.15 am, the day before he
passed on, the day he called, “panchotsava.”
But you got the sense, at least from the out-
side, thatit was an ultimate call he wasinno
mood to defy, leaving us much too soon at
the age of 69. I saw little of him the last few
years since both of us moved on from the
CPR. He had been seriously ill last year, but
had recovered. At our last meeting a few
weeks ago he was talking almost as if he had
a premonition that he might be moving toa
higher station. At least on that occasion, he
had a sense of radiant calm at the prospect.

We were discussing one topic that we
had incessantly touched on for years. Texts
were important to the recovery of Indian tra-
ditions, and he had done more in this vein
than anyone in his generation. But we also
had a sense, in different ways, that dealing
just with texts was not enough. The sense of
these texts was clear, but the references were
not. It was a bit like reading philosophy of sci-
ence texts, without any sense of what the

practice of science might be like. It is like
reading a meta discourse about an object
without experiencing the object itself. He
took off from that point to say that he was
practising anew form of Shiv Aradhana, and
was beginning to finally have a sense of lumi-
nescence. Hope he finds it.

To reveal this is not to betray any confi-
dences. Butitis to point out thatin a city like
Delhi, where intellectual life has a lot of glit-
tering surfaces, Bibek always seemed to have
unplumbed depths. You peel one layer off
and another emerges. I did not know him as
well as many others, and did not regularly
hang out with him. But as you grow older you
realise what mattersis the quality and depth
of encounters, not their frequency. I almost
got the sense that it was impossible to really
know Bibek, there was something enigmatic
about him that the encyclopedic knowledge
of facts, droll humour, policy wonkishness,
his love of pens, photography and dogs, can-
dour about people, the torrent of written
words was only disguising.

It is a measure of Bibek’s achievement
that his towering feat of translations will
stand out for the ages. Many five-star econ-
omists have got more credit for India’s eco-
nomic reforms. But few had the kind of im-
pact in changing our default sensibility to
economic liberalisation as Bibek did. There
is no aspect of economic reform which was
not touched by his intellectual prowess:
Trade reform, legal reform, regulatory re-
form and his shepherding of the commit-
tee of reform of the Railways. He was one
of the rare economists who consistently
maintained a liberalisation-oriented out-
look, but could really dive into arcane de-
tails of law and regulation.

We used to tease him by saying that he
secretly had a bureaucratic mind: No one

It is a measure of Bibek’s
achievement that his
towering feat of translations
will stand out for the ages.
Many five-star economists
have got more credit for
India’s economic reforms.
But few had the kind of
impact in changing our
default sensibility to
economic liberalisation as
Bibek did. There is no aspect
of economic reform which
was not touched by his
intellectual prowess: Trade
reform, legal reform,
regulatory reform and his
shepherding of the
committee of reform of the
Railways. He was one of the
rare economists who
consistently maintained a
liberalisation-oriented
outlook, but could really
dive into arcane details of law
and regulation.

CR Sasikumar

outside the bureaucracy could remember
sub-clause X of clause Y of sub-section Z of
thousands of statutes and dig them up when
necessary. In retrospect you can see the con-
tinuity with his translation work: He had a
shastric mind, a practitioner of the
mnemonic arts who could absorb whole
bodies of texts. It is also extraordinary to
think that there was a moment in Indian in-
tellectual life when the most brilliant con-
stellation of economic liberalisers was with
the Congress and a Bibek Debroy was head-
ing the Rajiv Gandhi Institute.

Bibek’s outlook was broad-minded. His
political allegiances were always enigmatic.
It was his co-authored report while at the
CPR where he laid a lot of the intellectual
groundwork for decimating the Left’s eco-
nomic model in Bengal that helped pave the
way for the TMC. Even when he joined this
government, except for the awkward specta-
cle of having to defend demonetisation, he
managed the artful feat of staying above the
fray: Writing more between the lines. But
more miraculously, unlike almost everyone
in this government, he did not succumb to
the path of rank communalism to prove his
allegiances. In both partisan alignments, first
with Congress and then the BJP, he managed
to remain his own person, as evidenced in
the outpouring for him.

His own person he remained: Self-driven,
mysterious, funny, but always industrious.
He could also be, on occasion, quite exasper-
ating, making no room for norms other than
his own; his silences could sometimes be
strategic. But the magnitude of his impactis
easy to miss, paradoxically because it was so
far-reaching across so many domains.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

Don’t blame it on the EVM

That is what the Election Commission of India has said to Congress

BY RAM MADHAV

CALLING IT A “rap on the knuckles” would
be too mild. What the Election Commission
of India (ECI) did to the Indian National
Congress, for its senseless allegations and
conspiracy theories, can be described as
“hauling over the coals”, an idiom referring to
the medieval punishment of dragging
heretics over red-hot coals. The
Commission’s response to the allegations
levelled by Congress president, Mallikarjun
Kharge, regarding the battery charging levels
of EVMs in some constituencies in Haryana,
was not only unusually long — running into
nine pages — but also “in your face”.

Describing all the complaints as “too
general”, “baseless” and “false narratives
without any evidence whatsoever”, the
Commission noted that they look “as if can-
didates filed these under some ‘common’
direction'.”

“Your communication placed in public
domain in the middle of the ongoing election
process” is “highly undesirable and one that
appears designed to create confusion/misdi-
rection/impediment to the conduct of
smooth, free and fair elections,” the ECl wrote,
lambasting Congress over its complaints of
slow counting and reporting of results.
“Unheard of in the rich democratic heritage of

A %

the country”, “far from a legitimate part of

”

free speech and expression”, “frivolous and
unfounded”, “disconcerting when it em-
anates from a reputed National Political
Party” — these were some other strong words

that the Commission used to reprimand

Congress. In the end, it “urged” Congress to
“take firm and concrete steps”, behoving the
party’s “long and illustrious standing”, to
“amend their aforestated approach”.

The only reason to quote extensively
from the ECI's unprecedentedly stern re-
sponse is to highlight the unacceptably low
levels to which the grand old party is de-
scending in its blind hatred of the Narendra
Modi government. Instead of looking in-
wards to account for its electoral failures, the
Congress leadership has been trying to dis-
credit the electoral system. The frivolous na-
ture of the complaints can be gauged from
the fact that just before the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, Congress complained that the ECl had
“deployed EVMs which were previously de-
ployed for elections in South Africa”.
“Various sources informed the party that
these EVMs have been received directly back
from South Africa without going through
the process of re-validation and re-verifica-
tion,” it claimed. The reality is that no EVMSs
were ever sent to South Africa nor were
EVMs ever imported from any other coun-
try. A senior Congress leader had made an-
other similarly startling accusation two days
before the counting of votes in the general
elections, alleging that the Union Home
Minister called up 150 district magistrates
or collectors to put pressure on them. When
the Commission sought details from the
party, they were never provided.

Even the party’s complaints about EVMMs
in the Haryana elections were so ridiculous

that the Commission had to explain in tech-
nical detail that the display of battery charg-
ing levels has nothing to do with the votes
cast. It was repeatedly affirmed, not just by
the ECI, but even by the courts in more than
40 different cases, that EVMs are tamper-
proof. In fact, the batteries are used only to
avoid connecting the machines to any power
source so that each one remains an inde-
pendent unit. There are no ports in EVMs to
connect to any external sources. Moreover,
there is no sequencing of the machines, and
they are deployed in a random manner at
the time of the elections, making it impos-
sible to tamper with any specific machine
or a set of them.

Not that the Congress leadership would
be unaware of all this. Usage of EVMs began
in 1982 during a by-election in Kerala. On a
larger experimental basis, they were used in
16 assembly segments in Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Delhiin November 1998.They
were finally deployed fully in the general
elections in 2004. Interestingly, it was
Congress that won in all these elections. If
there was any chance of tampering with the
machines, it was during those initial stages
when the technology was just evolving. But
the BJP, as aresponsible party, never blamed
the EVMs for any of its electoral defeats.

The problem with Congress is its preoc-
cupation with protecting its leadership from
being blamed for electoral failures. In doing
so, itdoesn’t mind casting doubt on the coun-
try’s electoral process itself. As pointed out

by BJP spokespersons, Congress had no prob-
lems with EVMs when the party or its allies
won elections in Delhi, Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, West Bengal,
Tamil Naduy, and even in Jammu and Kashmir
where the elections were held at the same
time as Haryana. But where it lost, it blamed
EVMs and the ECI.

Cynical Westerners often circulate a joke
about China and democracy. A Chinese citi-
zenwalks up to Xi Jinping and demands that
democracy be introduced in the country. Xi
asks him which democracy? The one like in
the US, where the candidate securing high-
est votes may not become the president, the
one in UK, where the guy in the opposition
secures almost same number of votes but
becomes the ruling party, or the one in
France, where the party with the highest vote
share is made to sitin the opposition because
the other two ganged up against it?
Democracies may not be perfect. But Indian
democracy has matured over decades to re-
move many such flaws. That's why the joke
doesn’t include India, although it is the
world’s largest democracy.

For the Congress Party, itis instructive to
read the citizen’s response to Xi, pointing to
the real lesson of democracy. Irrespective of
the flaws that Xi found in those democracies,
the man says that he can still vote to change
those leaders after five years.

The writer, president, India Foundation, is
with the BJP. Views are personal
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“While implementing structural reforms across various sectors, including the
economy, the interim government must prioritise restoring political stability

and business confidence.”

— THE DAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

[.essons from
my mentor

For those who worked with him in PM’s Economic
Advisory Council, Bibek Debroy’s commitment
to deep reform will be a guiding light

g

V= Q

NEELKANTH MISHRA

IN HIS LAST column, published posthu-
mously (‘There isa world outside that exists.
What if | am not there? What indeed?', IE,
November 1), Bibek Debroy dismissed “a
few obituaries” as inconsequential to his
own transience. To those who knew him,
such views truly reflected his beliefs. But
evenasImourn his early passing, and deeply
regret not visiting him while in Delhi in
October for one more meeting, | must write
about the lessons I drew from him, for the
ideas and values he espoused and worked
on would live on well after his passing.

[ encountered his work long before I
joined the Economic Advisory Council to
the Prime Minister (EAC-PM) that he
chaired. When I started working on the im-
portance of state governments for India’s
growth, his ranking of states on economic
freedom was one of the few comprehen-
sive studies ever done. As India grappled
with a spate of corruption scandals, his
book on corruption in India provided im-
portant context. [ found his report on the
restructuring of Indian Railways very ed-
ucative, and enjoyed the candour with
which it stated that nearly every recom-
mendation in the report had been made by
several committees earlier, some many
decades back.

But what stood out to me was a com-
ment he made to a friend of mine, that all
he wanted was time to finish his transla-
tions of the puranas. I then heard him con-
duct a seminar in Sanskrit. To someone
who grew up being told stories of self-ac-
tualised intellectuals who possessed little
but were committed to alife of scholarship,
this was real-life inspiration. So I was ex-
cited whenIgot a chance to work with him.
[ was not disappointed.

His scholarship was wide-ranging — he
was as adept at quoting the shastras at will
as at bringing the right economic frame-
work when calculating the split of eco-
nomic losses between households, busi-
nesses and the government during the
pandemic, or the state and central laws that
were relevant to a specificeconomic issue.

Needless to say, he was prolific. Not just
in making available dozens of Sanskrit
books in English, some for the first time
ever, but also the eclectic set of issues he
wrote about in opinion pieces — from the
links between sparrows and urbanisation
to the history of land laws and land records.

He found time to author a book published
in 2022 about the history of fountain pens
in India, and how their story captured the
depletion of India’s manufacturing
prowess. All this while chairing the EAC-
PM, which was very active with policy ad-
vice during a period of significant macro-
economic turbulence both in India and
globally. Add to that his daily limericks,
which, going by the response on social me-
dia platforms, were quite popular. I was not
surprised when I heard that he could com-
plete a thousand-word column in no time
while participating in a seminar.

There was much to learn from his un-
derstanding of the process of economic re-
forms, and the subtle and complex flow of
information that lay beneath it. He was
careful with words, and his multiple
decades of seeing policymaking in action
were visible in careful consideration of
longer-term implications.

As much as his deft handling of differ-
ences of opinion between strong-willed
and vocal members of the council, it was
his decision to not impose his own views
that got the best out of us. In several meet-
ings he would just hear us out, and one of
us would then compile the inputs, and send
it across, without any impositions from
him. To me, this showed remarkable lead-
ership. He had strong opinions that he did
voice on important policy matters, but only
where it mattered. The only time I recall
him sounding upset was when one mem-
ber openly contradicted anotherin a meet-
ing that had many outside participants.

As researchers working in the private
financial sector, some of us were initially
impatient. I recall losing my cool on one
issue just a few months into our first term,
and how he heard me out, and explained
the context. With him, I never felt uncom-
fortable voicing my opinions openly, and
[ always got honest answers, even where
he disagreed.

Working with him helped me under-
stand the multiple viewpoints thatadem-
ocratic government had to incorporate, the
merits of patience, and a focus on the long
term. Often, we learned, it was not just de-
cision-making that was the constraint, but
its execution through the bureaucracy. If
not for his persistence on the need to im-
prove India’s statistics, for example, the im-
provements we are beginning to see may
not have started. There are many more that
he worked on, and whose impact we
should see in the coming years.

More than the chairman of a council of
which I was a member, I will remember
and miss him as a guide and a mentor, who
perhaps did not realise many of the lessons
he imparted.

The writer worked with Bibek Debroy in
the EAC-PM for five years

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FOCUS ON POTENTIAL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Neighbour’s envy’ (IE, November 1). It
is unfortunate that the Tata-Airbus
project at Vadodara is bringing the dor-
mant Maharashtra-Gujarat rivalry to
the fore. Despite Maharashtra attract-
ing substantial FDI, issues like agrar-
ian distress and unemployment linger,
giving the Opposition political ammo
to target the ruling party. Of note is
how political narratives can either fos-
ter or fracture inter-state relations.
Can Maharashtra leverage its
strengths to bridge such divides and
focus on collective growth, or will the
rivalry overshadow the potential
for collaboration?

Vijai Pant, Hempur

(GREEN COSTS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The task
at Baku’ (IE, November 1). The consis-
tent reluctance of developed nations
to operationalise the Loss & Damage
Fund or changing their domestic laws
and regulations to reduce GHG emis-
sions is evident. The focus, again, is on
developing nations. Developing na-
tions’ requirements are different and
they lack the technologies and fund-
ing for a shift to greener policies.
Developing- and lower developing na-
tions need a gradual transition. Due to
the voluntary nature of goal attain-
ment under the Paris Agreement, the
Global North has not owned their role
even after close to a decade. Climate
change has no boundaries but some
are more vulnerable than others. The
Common But Differentiated
Responsibilities principles should be
considered in meta policies in the
environment domain for balancing
sustainable development and
the environment.

Harshita Upadhyay, via email

MONEY MATTERS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Follow the
tax cuts’ (IE, October 31). Tesla and
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk’s support for
Donald Trump in the upcoming US
presidential elections is closely tied to
his desire for tax cuts. According to are-
port by Rolling Stone, a provision buried
in the tax code could allow Musk, cur-
rently the world’s wealthiest person
with a net worth of $243.4 billion, to
reap one of the largest personalised tax
breaks in American history if Trump
wins the 2024 election and appoints
Musk to this proposed government
post. The Democratic nominee Kamala
Harris, on the other hand, has
pledged to deliver tax relief to middle
class Americans.

SSPaul, Nadia

CRUCIAL AID

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Hypocrisy in Tel Aviv’ (IE, October 31).
By banning UNRWA from operating in
Gaza and the West Bank, Israel has ex-
acerbated the crisis while also weaken-
ing the United Nations. The humanitar-
ian agency employs 13,000 people in
Gaza. The UN has responsibly handled
matters of political infiltration by dis-
missing 12 such suspects. Israel's sec-
ond problem arises from the UNRWA's
decades of supplying aid in Gaza, which,
it argues, has made Palestinians over-
dependent, as if they were refugees, and
hindered their integration and self-re-
liance. The Palestinian issue has evaded
political settlement even after decades
of violent conflicts,and the UN agency's
obligation to deliver humanitarian re-
lief to Gaza's defenceless people stems
from that awful reality. Now that most
of Gaza has been destroyed, the
UNRWA's mission has become even
more crucial.

Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru
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EARLY A decade ago, when

aRajasthan-based chef and

his wife began fostering a

toddler, they learnt to make

a few changes — one of
which involved his beard.

“We brought her home when she was 18
months old. The staff at the child care insti-
tution from where we got her were all
women. So she was initially scared of me and
would try to hide when I was around. We
then realised that maybe it was my beard
that was troubling her since she had never
seen men at the institution. I shaved it off,
and left it that way for four-five months. You
cannotimagine the effectit had... slowly, we
began to bond,” says the 40-year-old.

The need to “bond” and give a child “the
happy childhood I missed” were what led
him to want to adopt a child — and when that
took inordinately long, go in for fostering.

“My sisters and I grew up without our
mother. So when I was in Class 7 or 8, I re-
member thinking I would adopt a child at
some point and give her everything she
might need,” he says.

In 2014, he and his wife applied for adop-
tion. “A year had passed but we didn’t hear
back from the adoption agency. In the mean-
time, we got a text message that said foster-
ing a child was also an option.I had not heard
about fostering until then. I collected the de-
tails and applied. We got a call later saying
we could meet children at an institution be-
fore we decide,” he says, adding that he and
his wife were insistent that they wanted a
foster daughter.

“We knew little about the child’s back-
ground, except that her mother was men-
tally challenged and was in an institution,”
he says.

The Indian Express has withheld names of
the foster parents and their foster children
to protect their identities.

Adoption vs fostering

A less-tried and little-known child care
option in India, fostering is aimed at provid-
ing the safety of a home and family to chil-
dren in the 6-18 age group who may need
temporary care away from their biological
parents. These could be for reasons ranging
from financial hardships to death, separation
of parents or any of the reasons that make it
difficult for the parent to rear the child.

Officials in the Women and Child
Development (WCD) Ministry explained that
foster care is distinct from adoption in that it
is a temporary arrangement with the child
staying with the foster parents for a period
that may last for afew months to several years.

Once the child turns 18, foster care is
“deemed to have concluded” and she has the
option to either continue staying with the
family or avail of an aftercare programme,
which may involve vocational training or
higher education.

While both adoption and fostering are
governed by the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, the difference lies
primarily in the fact that with fostering being
a makeshift parenting arrangement, the
child’s legal relationship with her biological
family stays intact as opposed to adoption,
where the child, once adopted, is entitled to
the rights and privileges of a biological child,
including inheritance rights.

Officials and experts say that it’s prima-
rily because of the temporary nature of the
arrangement — besides the lack of aware-
ness, among other reasons — that fostering
in India has never evoked the response that
adoption has, with its long wait lists of
prospective parents.

According to the Central Adoption
Resource Authority (CARA), the nodal
agency under the WCD Ministry for adop-
tion, 34,988 prospective parents have regis-
tered for adoption though

meant to be temporary.”

Shilpa Mehta, founder at Foster Care
Society, an NGO that works with the
Rajasthan government inimplementing the
foster care programme in the state, says, “In
India, parenthood is about having ‘owner-
ship’ of the child, parents want to be able to
do things like give the child their surname.
This is a major challenge.”

WCD officials said the recently revised

Model Foster  Care

there are only 2,159 children “We have not been Guidelines, 2024, is an at-
who are declared ‘legally free tempt to facilitate fostering
for adoption’ by Child able to get d and streamline the existing
Welfare Committees(CWC), passport made for  process.
including 1,450 children her... Fosterin For one, the process is
with special needs. o 8 now centralised, where
But there are many more doesn’t allow us to prospective foster parents
children who are in institu- : can register online through
tional care across the country gtveour §ur?ame CARA — until now, they had
who may not be legally free €O the child, SaySa  to approach District Child
for adoption or whose 40_year_01d chef Protection Units (DCPU) in

chances of adoption are poor
- they may be older than six
and hence not preferred by prospective adop-
tive parents or may have special needs,
among other reasons.

The CARA data shows that of 16,928 chil-
dren in the 7-18 age group in child care in-
stitutions across the country, 3,312 fall un-
der the ‘no visitation’ category — that s, their
parents haven't visited them in over a year
— while 6,465 children fall under the ‘unfit
parents’ category (those whose parents or
guardians may be unable or unwilling to par-
ent). The other children may be orphaned,
abandoned, or surrendered.

It’s this pool of children who can poten-
tially be put up for fostering. CARA data says
that as of January this year, 1,610 children are
in foster care in the country.

Asenior CARA official said, “The best in-
stitutional care cannot replace the warmth
of a family. But foster care has never really
picked up in India. There isn’t much clarity
or knowledge about it here, unlike in the
West. Then there is the dilemma of the child
leaving at some point since foster care is

individual states to apply.
The new guidelines also al-
low anyone aged 35-60 years to foster a
child, regardless of their marital status — ear-
lier, only married couples could foster a child.
The new rules also make it easier to transi-
tion into adoption — a child in foster care,
provided she is legally free for adoption, can
be adopted by the family after two years in-
stead of the earlier five years.

Since January this year, when CARA
opened its online portal for registration for
foster care, 209 prospective foster parents
have applied. According to the WCD Ministry,
the caregiver family, if eligible, is entitled to
a monthly grant of Rs 4,000 per child.

Shy child to being the ‘boss’

The 40-year-old chefin Rajasthan says his
fostering journey was full of new discover-
ies. Though he tackled his beard early on,
more challenges were to follow. “She was in
a child care institution where they served
non-vegetarian food. But where we were
staying on rent, the condition was that we
couldn’t cook non-veg at home. When the

FOSTER PARENTING IN INDIA

Bringing a child home

Nearly 17,000 children in the 7-18 age group are in institutional care in India, without a family to go
home to. While adoption sees a long queue of prospective parents, foster care has been slow to take
off. As a new set of guidelines attempts to change that, ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND maps the journey of
foster parents — from having to shave off a beard to unrelenting questions:

‘why doesn’t your child look like you?’

ADOPTION vs FOSTER CARE

ADOPTION: The adopted child is
permanently separated from
biological parents, becomes lawful
child of adoptive parents with all
the rights, privileges and
responsibilities that are attached
to the biological child.

FOSTER CARE: A child is placed
with a family for temporary care.

Family gets a monthly grant

SHORT-TERM FOSTER CARE:
Child is placed with a family for a
period of not more than a year

LONG-TERM FOSTER CARE:
Placed for more than one year.
This can be periodically extended
by the CW(Ctill the child turns 18

ENDOFAJOURNEY

As per Model Foster Care
Guidelines, 2024, foster care can
be terminated when:

(1) the child’s biological parent
requests the Child Welfare
Committee for custody of the
child. This may happen in cases
where the biological parent was
unavailable “due to imprisonment
or institutionalisation for
treatment of mental illness”

child came home, she wouldn’t eat. We
would feed her with great difficulty. Once,
we secretly smuggled in some eggs and
boiled them. She saw the eggs and squealed
indelight...anda, anda. We then started tak-
ing her out for non-vegetarian food,” he says.

The couple also had to move house.
“When she started going to the playground,
there were rumours...people would say,
‘where is this child from; we don’t know her,
don’t play with her’. When we got to know of
this, we moved out to a new place,” he says.

Despite the early hiccups, he says they
watched the child go from being a “reserved
child” to somebody who is now the “boss”

(2) a suitable adoptive family is
found for the child above the
age of six

(3) when the child attains the
ageof 18

(4) a complaint is made and
investigation finds that child has
stopped going to school/ has been
subjected to abuse/is engaged in
labour etc

among her group of friends. “She was so re-
served thatIwould ask her to be a little more
mischievous. But now she has opened
up...she skates, she paints.”

Yet, there are times when he isreminded
of his foster parent status. For instance, he
says, he can’t take his daughter along when
he travels abroad. “We have not been able to
get a passport made for her...because her
parents’ name is not on the document. Also,
fostering doesn’t allow us to give our sur-
name to the child.”

Satyajeet Mazumdar, Director-Advocacy
at Catalysts for Social Action, a non-profit or-
ganisation that works in the child protection

space in Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Goa and Karnataka, says that while
the new guidelines are a step forward, much
needs to be done.

“The new guidelines don’t make any
mention of preparation and orientation of
the prospective foster family — what they
can expect, whatissues they might face, and
how to address these. Also, a system to ad-
dress issues of documentation has not been
put in place...getting a pass-
port (for the foster child) has
been an issue. Since the ob-
jective of foster care is tem-
porary care, the guidelines

“Our son died five

years ago. We were
in shock... A friend
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STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE
TOFOSTERING

Visit the CARA website, fill out the
-I self-registration form for foster care.

Applicants will have to attach the
documents asked for, including proof of
residence, income and “two references
from individuals of good standing in the
community for verification”

The District Child Protection Unit

(DCPU) shortlists prospective

parents for children who are
eligible for foster care. Carries out its own
investigation and submits details on the
child and the prospective parent to the
Child Welfare Committee (CWC)

matches the child with
prospective parents, with the
approval of the CWC

1 Once matched, CWC passes order

3 DCPU, where the child resides,

of foster care placement and the
family signs an undertaking

CWC conducts a monthly

inspection of foster families. CWC

canissue orders extending the
foster care for a year at a time, until the
child turns 18

After two years of foster care with

the same family, if the child is

legally free for adoption, the foster
parent can adopt the child

she chose to foster the second time around
since she was by then in her late 40s and re-
alised she may not “have the time to wait the
few years it might take to adopt a child”.
According to CARA’s eligibility criteria, the
maximum age a single prospective adoptive
parent can be is 55 years for a child between
the ages of 8 and 18 (110 years for a couple).

For an elderly couple in Maharashtra, the
first foster parents in their district, the deci-
sion to go in for fostering was prompted by
a tragedy — the death of their 26-year-old
son, who was then working in the US.

“Our sondied from cardiac arrest five years
ago. We were in shock; he was ouronly son. A
friend suggested that we bring a child home.
By that time, we had crossed the age for adop-
tive parents,” says the foster father, 61, whore-
tired from a multinational corporation.

“When we applied for foster care, the
CWC had a lot of questions. They asked me
how we would take care of the child since I
wasn’t working. We had to convince them
that we were getting rental income and had
other investments. In 2022, we met three
boys at an institution. We told them they
were going to stay with us, and we have only
two conditions — they should study, and do
something good with their life,” he says.

Of their 12-year-old foster son, he says,
“He told us his mother was no more and that
his father used to drink all the time and beat
them. He was in an institution and nobody
from the family had gone to meet him there.
It will take time for him to adjust... He was
studying in a Marathi-medium school ear-
lier but is now able to go to an English-
medium one. Our hope is that he will be able
to complete his graduation,” he says.

While the couple has applied to foster an-
other child, an official in the district said that
they were no longer eligible considering the
age limit.

“Age should not be a factor.. .if somebody
is mentally, physically, financially fit, they
should be able to foster. They could be a lit-
tle more liberal with the age
limit,” says the foster father.

An official with one of the
District Child Protection
Units in Maharashtra said the

alsodon’t say anything about district now has one other
what the system is doing to SuggeSted_that we ,, foster family, apart from the
strengthen the biological br mga child home, 61-year-old and his wife. On
family... particularly in cases _ _ the process they follow be-
where the biological family Saysa 61 yeal: old fore placing a child in foster
is dealing with financial dif- foster father in care, the official says, “Anen-
ficulties,” he says. Maharashtra quiry into the family is done

Elsewhere in Rajasthanis
a56-year-old whois asingle
parent to two girls — an 18-year-old she
adopted in 2006 as a six-day-old and a 13-
year-old foster daughter.

A retired airport manager, she says that
when she met her foster daughter at an insti-
tution in 2017, the child was eight. “She was
at an age where she was already aware of
everything, so she took time to adjust. She
had been in an institution and had not seen
family bonding. Also, since her early educa-
tion was inadequate, I put her in a school
where she had to learn from scratch,” says
the 56-year-old, adding that she always
wanted to be a mother. “I don’t have a big
family...only two sisters.] wanted somebody
to call me ma,” she says of her decision to
adopt and foster.

Though foster care was an option only for
married couples until the recently revised
guidelines came about, what helped people
like the 56-year-old to become a foster parent
was a concession in the earlier guidelines that
said states could adopt or adapt the guidelines.

She says that after adopting her first child,

before they are matched

with a child. Also, before the
child goes to the home, the counsellor and
superintendent at the institution prepares
her. Once the child has gone to a foster home,
we verify and monitor how the child is do-
ing. The CWC canissue orders extending the
foster care for a year at a time until the child
turns 18.”

The 40-year-old chef says the temporary
nature of fostering has never deterred him. “I
know people who have been on the adop-
tion waitlist for eight years or longer, but have
notbeen able to adopt a child yet. I know fos-
ter care is not a permanent setup, but if the
child lives with us for a month, two years, 10
years...the child has a family,” he says.

The retired airport manager in Rajasthan
agrees. “Strangers would often ask me, the
younger child (her foster daughter) does not
resemble me, does she resemble her father?
[usually say yes without giving any explana-
tion. But sometimes, I would tell them about
my fostering journey, in the hope that they
might tell somebody else and others would
be inspired to take it up.”
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AMID RALLY IN PRICES

Gold loan outstanding of banks

rises 43.4%in Ist half of FY25

Jumps to 147,081 cr as of Sept 2024 as against3102,562 cr in March 2024

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER'1

BANKS HAVE reported a steep
43 4 per centrise ingold loandis-
bursements in the first six
months (April-September) of the
current financial year (2024-2025
or FY25)amid the sustained rally
in gold prices and certain defi-
cienciesinaloan segment flagged
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
recently.

With customers queuing up
to pledge gold to take advantage
of high prices, gold loan outstand-
ings of banks jumped to Rs
147,081 crore as of September
2024 as against Rs 102,562 crore
in March 2024, according to the
latest RBI data. If the gold loan as-
sets of non-banking financial
companies (NBFCs)are also taken
into account, gold loan book of
banks and NBFCs would have
crossed the Rs 3 lakh crore mark.
Gold loan assets under manage-
ment of Muthoot Finance was at
Rs 75,827 crore, and it holds 188
tonnes of gold pledged by cus-
tomers as of March 2024.

A

The sudden jump in gold loans forced the RBI to ask
financiers to review policies, processes and practices. File

Gold loan growthin 2022-23
was just 14.6 per cent, according
to the RBL.

The sudden jump in gold
loans forced the central bank to
ask gold loan financiers to review
policies, processes and practices
while offering such loans. The
RBI's direction came after it
found deficiencies in loans of-
fered by supervised entities (SEs)

against pledge of gold ornaments
and jewellery.

Some irregularities included
shortcomings in the use of third
parties for sourcing and appraisal
of loans, valuation of gold with-
out the presence of the customer,
inadequate due diligence, and
lack of end use monitoring of
gold loans and lack of trans-
parency during auction of gold

Samvat 2081 begins on bullish note
as Sensex, Nifty witness solid gains

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER1

STOCK MARKETS on Friday ush-
ered in Samvat 2081 ona positive
note with the BSE Sensex rising
0.42 per cent or 335 points, to
close at 79,724.12, and the NSE
Nifty gaining 99 points (0.41 per
cent) to settle at 24,304.35 on all-
round buying support.

The small-cap index in-
creased by 1.16 per cent, while the
mid-cap grew by 0.69 per cent, in-
dicating the broad optimism in
the market during the special
Mubhurat trading between 6 pm
and 7 pm.

The Sensex lost 5.82 per cent
inOctober due to heavy selling by
foreign investors.

According to analysts, despite
the recent fall in the markets, the
optimism during the Muhurat
trading signifies positive investor
sentiment. “Itis likely that the cur-
rent correction in the markets is
likely to start correcting itself in
the next few weeks. Possibly,
somewhere between November
15 to January 15, the markets
should start stabilising and
demonstrate a definite trend,
most likely positive,” said Vikas
Gupta, CEO, Omniscience Capital.

— BRIEFLY —

Maldives

estimates
$1.04 mnaid

fromIndia

New Delhi: The Maldivian
government has estimated
that India will provide MVR
1.6 billion (approximately
USD 104 million) in grant aid
to the archipelago nation in
2025, constituting 72 per cent
of the total foreign aid it will
receive from friendly coun-
tries, according to media re-
ports. The estimates were
made in the proposed State
Budget 2025 submitted to the
Parliament on Thursday.

Sebi proposes
doubling
threshold for
HVDLEs

New Delhi: Markets regulator
Sebi has proposed raising the
threshold for identifying
High Value Debt Listed
Entities(HVDLES)toRs 1,000
crore from Rs 500 crore at
present to reduce compli-
ance burdens. Currently, an
entity having outstanding
value of listed non-convert-
ible debt securities of Rs 500
crore and above are referred
toas HVDLEs.
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Ashishkumar Chauhan, MD and CEO, NSE, along with wife
and actors Vikrant Massey, Ridhi Dogra, and Raashii Khanna,
during a special Muhurat trading session on the occasion of
the Diwali, in Mumbai. Ganesh Shirsekar

“Itis clear that the obvious in-
vestment opportunity lies in the
large-cap space. Of course, the
small caps could also offer lots of
investment opportunities given
that there are nearly 1,000 small
caps in the Indian stock markets.
However, the mid-cap space is
where one has to be careful. With
only 150 mid-caps, it is unlikely
that one would find lot of oppor-
tunities when the indexitselfis so
overvalued,” Gupta said.

Asfaras macro fundamentals
are concerned, the GDP growthis

expected to be 7 per cent plus in
real terms, inflation is within the
central bank’s target range and in-
terest rates are likely to be cut
across the globe over the next
year. “Except for black swans
which could derail the supply
chains from Asia to Europe, the
coastis clear for the markets. With
the large caps significantly under-
valued, and expectations of large
earnings gains, it is likely that the
Nifty 50 and Sensex could deliver
anoutsized gainin Samvat 2081,”
he said.

ornaments and jewellery on de-
fault by the customer.

The RB], in its review, also
found weaknesses in monitoring
of LTV (loan-to-valueratio)and in-
correct application of risk-
weights. The central bank ob-
served that in gold loans granted
through partnership with fintech
entities/ business correspondents
(BC), practices such as valuation
of gold being carried out in the ab-
sence of customer, credit appraisal
and valuation done by the BC it-
self, delayed and insecure mode
of transportation of the metal to
the branch and KYC compliance
being done through fintechs.

The RBI also found that in
some of the gold loan players,
the share of gold loans disbursed
in cash to total gold loans dis-
bursed was high. Also, the statu-
tory limit specified under the
Income Tax Act, 1961 on cash
mode of disbursal was not ad-
hered to in many cases. Many
loan accounts were closed
within a short time from sanc-
tion, i.e. within a few days rais-
ing doubts over the economic ra-
tionale for such an action.
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GST records 2nd-highest collection at
1.87 lakh cr in Oct driven by festive sales

Sluggishness in collections on imports, low growth in
compensation cess mop-up could be areas of concern

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER1

GROSS GOODS and Services Tax
(GST)collectionsrose 8.9 per cent
year-on-year(YoY)toRs 1.87lakh
crore in October (for sales in
September), the second highest
level of monthly collections seen
since the July 2017 roll-out of the
indirect tax regime, primarily
driven by a rise in domestic rev-
enue than imports, the data re-
leased by the Finance Ministry on
Friday showed. Onanetbasis, GST
collections increased 7.9 per cent
toRs 1.68 lakh crore.

The pickup in gross GST collec-
tions came after the pace of
growth had dropped to over a
three-yearlowlevel in September
and despite a high rate of 42.8 per
cent for domestic refunds. While
the gross GST collections’ growth
rate picked up pace, it still contin-
ues to be less than the double-
digit growth seen during the pre-
vious two financial years. The
highest-ever gross GST collection
was seen in April 2024 at Rs 2.10
lakh crore.

The rise in GST collections in
October was mainly driven by an
increase in domestic transactions,

Apple sets all-time revenue
record in India: Tim Cook

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER1

IPHONE MAKER Apple has set an
all-time revenue record in India
and observed a double-digit
growthiniPad salesin the country
in the September 2024 quarter,
senior officials of the company
said on Friday.

The company reported an
over 6 per cent growth in total net
sales to USD 94.93 billion during
the reported period from USD
89.49 billion a year ago.

“We also set September quar-
ter segment revenue records in
the Americas, Europe, and the rest
of Asia Pacific,as well asinalarge
number of countries, including
the United States, Brazil, Mexico,
France, the UK, Korea, Malaysia,
Thailand, Saudi Arabia and the
UAE, and we continue to be ex-
cited by the enthusiasm we're
seeing in India, where we set an
all-time revenue record,” Apple
CEO Tim Cook said during the
company's earnings call.

Cook said Apple also opened
twonew stores —one in Mumbai
and the other in Delhi — in the
country during the quarter.

“We can’t wait to bring four
new stores to customersinIndia,”
he said.

In early October, Apple an-
nounced plans to open four more
stores in India, located in Pune,
Bengaluru, Delhi-NCR and
Mumbai. According to a
Counterpoint Research report,
Apple iPhone sales accounted for
21.6 per cent of market share in
value terms in the September
2024 quarter in India. It trailed be-
hind Samsung by a small margin.

Apple’s revenue from sales of
products grew by 4.12 per cent
during the reported quarter to
USD 69.95 billion from USD 67.18
billion in the September 2023
quarter with iPhone sales grow-
ing by about 5.5 per cent to USD
46.22 billion from USD43.8 billion
onayear-on-year (YoY) basis.

The services sales grew faster
than product sales at around 12
per cent on a YoY basis and
reached an all-time high at USD
24.97 billion during the quarter
from USD 22.31 billion in the
September 2023 quarter.

TheiPad sales of the company
grew by about 8 per cent to USD
6.95 billionin the September 2024
quarter against USD 6.44 billion.

Apple’s annual revenue grew
by about 2 per cent toUSD 391 bil-
lion in the financial year ended
September 28, 2024, from USD
383 billion in the financial year
2023.

The highest ever collection
was in April 2024 at over
X2.101akh crore. File

while the contribution from im-
ports slowed. Gross domesticrev-
enue of GST increased by 10.6 per
cent in October as against 5.9 per
cent in September, while gross
imports GST revenue rose by 3.9
per cent in October, slower than8
per cent in September.

On a net basis, domestic GST
revenue grew by 8.7 per cent in
October as against 4.5 per cent in
September, while revenue from
imports increased 5.4 per cent in
October as against 1.7 per cent in
the previous month.

“The improvement in the YoY
growthin gross GST collections to
8.9 per centin October 2024 from
the multi-year low of 6.5 per cent
in the previous month s certainly

encouraging. Nevertheless, the
growth was compressed on ac-
countof the low-rise in collections
on imports in the month.
Additionally, the growth in com-
pensation cess collections was
marginal in October 2024, at just
0.8 per cent, which reflects the
weakness in the purchases of the
itemsonwhichthisislevied,” Aditi
Nayar, Chief Economist, ICRA said.
State-wise data for October
showed that out of 38
states/union territories (including
Centre’sjurisdiction), 14 recorded
higher growth in gross GST collec-
tions than the national average of
10.6 per cent growth rate. In ab-
solute terms, Maharashtrawas at
the top with a collection of Rs
31,030crore (14 per cent growth),
followed by Karnataka with a col-
lection of Rs 13,081 crore (9 per
cent growth), Gujarat with Rs
11,407 crore (17 per cent growth),
Tamil NaduwithRs 11,188 crore (4
per cent growth), and Haryana
withRs 10,045 crore collection (15
per cent growth).
North-eastern states regis-
tered a contraction in GST collec-
tionsincluding Arunachal Pradesh
(-33 per cent), Nagaland (-8 per
cent), and Manipur (-5 per cent).
Himachal Pradesh (-2 per cent)

and Chhattisgarh (-1 per cent)also
saw reduction in the GST collec-
tion.

While experts said the pickup
in collections, despite higher rate
of refunds, indicates stabilisation,
slower growth in some states
mightbe a matter of concern. “The
driver appears to be domestic
supplies with collections fromim-
ports increasing by only 3.6 per
cent. The sharp increase inrefunds
indicates the stabilisation of the
refund process and reduction in
rejections due to interpretative is-
sues. While many large states
have recorded anincrease above 9
per cent, some of them and many
of the smaller states have showna
below average increase, which
would be an area of concern for
those states,” MS Mani, Partner,
Deloitte India, said.

Saurabh Agarwal, Tax Partner,
EY said the recent GST collections
indicate a potential slowdown in
consumer spending in India,
which surged in the previous fis-
cal year. “The single-digit growth
signals a cooling-off period. The
collections made in this monthon
account of festive season, partic-
ularly the performance of the au-
tomobile sector, will be crucial in
determining the short-term trend.
While the festive season is ex-
pected to boost collections, the
overall outlook for the near future
remains cautious,” he said.

SUV sales a silver lining in Oct
as buyers’ preference for larger,
premium cars continue to rise

MEENAKSHI MAIDAS &
NANDAN MANDAYAM
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER1

SOMETOPindigenous carmakers
reported a surge in sports utility
vehicle (SUV) sales to dealers in
the festive month of October,
company data showed on Friday;,
while the small-car segment
stayed sluggish, highlighting cus-
tomers’ increasing preference for
larger, premium cars.

Maruti Suzuki, country’s num-
ber 1 carmaker in terms of mar-
ket share, posted a 19.4 per cent
rise in SUV sales to hit a record
high, while the second placed
SUV-maker Mahindra and
Mahindra posted its highest
monthly salesin the current fiscal
year,a 25 per cent rise.

Mahindra, which has a portfo-
lio comprised entirely of SUVs, re-
ported a rise in sales every month
this year ending March 2025,
mostly supported by newlaunches
suchas the "Thar ROXX".

Meanwhile, Hyundai Motor
India posted its highest-ever
monthly SUV sales at 37902 units.

Demand for new cars has

Air India’s new flagship A350 makes ultra
long-haul debut with Delhi-New York flights

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER1

AIRINDIA hasintroduced its new
wide-body flagship — the Airbus
A350aircraft — on the Delhi-New
York route, marking its ultralong-
haul debut. The A350 is the first
new aircraft type to be inducted
by an Indian carrier in over a
decade.

The development also marks
theinitiation of deploymentof the
A350 on Air India’s non-stop
flights to North America, and the
airline is set to use the aircraft on
the Delhi-Newark route from
January 2. The airline also an-
nounced that it will launchin the
coming weeks inflight Wi-Fi serv-
ice on international flights oper-
ated by the A350.

With the introduction of the
new A350s on these routes, the
Tata-run airline hopes to woo fly-
ers with a modern and plush
product that is globally competi-
tive. Most of its ultra long-haul
flights are operated using the
Boeing 777 aircraft, a number of
whichareinarundown stateand
have resulted in the airline receiv-
ing brickbats from flyers. Air
India’s existing wide-body aircraft
fleet comprises alarge number of
older legacy planes that were in-
ducted when it was under the
government’s control.

“The deployment of this flag-
ship product, which also recently
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The airline also announced that it will launch inflight Wi-Fi service on international flights operated by the A350. File

commenced on the Delhi-London
Heathrow route, marks a signifi-
cant milestone in the airline’s post-
privatisation transformation pro-
gram,” the airline said inarelease.

Initially, the A350 will operate
daily non-stop flights between
Delhi and New York’s John F
Kennedy Airport. The Air India
A350Delhi-Newark flights will be
operated five times a week from
January 2.

“Guest feedback on the aircraft
and new customer experience has
been exceptionally positive since
it was launched on the Delhi-
London Heathrow route in
September, so we are excited to
now bring it to New York. We are
also looking forward to com-
mencing the full interior refit of

existing aircraftin 2025 which, to-
gether with the hundreds of new
aircrafton order, will take Air India
to new heights,” its Chief
Executive Officer and Managing
Director Campbell Wilson said.
Air India has already em-
barked upon a $400-millioninte-
rior refit programme for its legacy
narrow-body jets. The refit pro-
gramme for the wide-body fleet
isexpected to start early nextyear.
“The A350 flights offer trav-
ellers an elevated on-board expe-
rience, featuring enhanced meal
menus, new serviceware, new
bedding, and updated amenity
kits for business and premium
economy guests, exclusively de-
signed by Ferragamo and TUM,
respectively. The seats across all

cabins on the A350 come with the
latest-generation Panasonic eX3
IFE system and HD screens that of-
fer more than 3,000 hours of en-
tertainment content fromaround
the world in 13 international and
8 Indian regional languages,” the
airline said.

The carrier started receiving
thelong-range A350aircraft —part
of its mammoth order of 470
Airbus and Boeing planes — in
December 2023. Of the 40 A350s
ordered by the airline in 2023, six
have already joined its fleet. In a
standard three-class configuration,
the A350-900 can carry 300-350
passengers and has aflight range of
over 15,000 km, as per data avail-
able on the Airbus website. Air
India’s A350-900 aircraft come in

a three-class cabin configuration
with a total of 316 seats — 28 in
business class, 24 in premium
economy, and 264 in economy.

Air India's massive order of
470 planes — 250 with Airbusand
220 with Boeing — is key not just
to the group’s capacity and net-
work expansion plans, but also to
its ambition of offering a world-
class product toiits flyers.

Air India’s Airbus order con-
sists of a total of 40 A350 planes
and 210 planes of the A320neo
family of narrow-body aircraft.
The six A350s delivered to Air
India so far were originally meant
for Russian flag carrier Aeroflot,
but were offered to the Indian car-
rier due to the West’s sanctions on
Moscow over the war in Ukraine.

Maruti Suzuki
reports highest
ever sales

New Delhi: Automaker
Maruti Suzuki India on Friday
reported its highest ever
monthly sales in October at
2,06,434 units, a 4 per cent
year-on-year growth over
the same month last year.
The auto major had sold a to-
tal of 1,99,217 units in the
same month last year, Maruti
Suzuki India (MSI) said in a
statement Total domestic
passenger vehicle sales were
at 1,59,591 units last month
compared with 1,68,047
units in the year-ago month,
a decline of 5 per cent, it
added. PTI

slowed after two years of surging
growth, forcing automakers to
moderate sales todealers and dish
out higher discounts as show-
room owners grapple with rising
levels of unsold cars.

However, the month-long fes-

tive season — during which
Indians typically make big-ticket
purchases — began in early
October this year, helping dealers
offload piled-up inventory.

Inventory levels had hit 85
days in September; the recom-
mended level is a month’s worth
of stock. Dealers’ inventory data
for October is likely to be updated
next week.

Earlier thisweek, Maruti Suzuki
said its inventory was down to 30
days on higher festive-season dis-
counts.Italsoreportedits total sales
grew to a record high of 206,434
units in October, largely due to a
jumpinexports and sales to global
cardesignand manufacturing part-
ner Toyota.

However, weak demand for
small cars affected most of the car-
makers’ overall domestic sales.
Maruti Suzuki’s dropped 5 per
cent, burdened by a 20 per cent
drop in small car sales, while
Hyundai Motor India’srose a tepid
0.8 per cent.

Overalldomestic sales for Tata
Motors, which derives about two-
thirds of its sales volumes from
SUVs, stayed flat, hit by stiff com-
petition fromMahindra. REUTERS

Adani reduces power
supply to Bangladesh
by half over pending
bills of $846 mn: Report

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER1

INDIA'S ADANI Power Jharkhand
Limited (APJL), a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Adani Power, has
stopped half of its power supply
to Bangladesh because of out-
standing bills of USD 846 miillion,
according to a local media report
on Friday.

Data from Power Grid
Bangladesh PLC showed the
Adani plant reduced supply on
Thursday night, The Daily Star
newspaper said.

Bangladesh reported a short-
fall of more than 1,600 megawatts
(MW)on the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday as the 1,496
MW plant is now producing 700
MW fromasingle unit, the news-
paper reported.

Earlier, the Adani company
wrote to the power secretary ask-
ing the Bangladesh Power
Development Board (PDB)to clear
its outstanding dues by October
30.

The letter, dated October 27,
said that if the bills are not paid,
the company shall be constrained
to take remedial action under the
Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)
by suspending the power supply
on October 31.

The company said that the
PDB has neither provided a letter
of credit (LC) for an amount of
USD 170.03 million from
Bangladesh Krishi Bank nor
cleared the outstanding amount
of USD 846 million.

The newspaper quoted a PDB
official as saying that they had ear-
lier cleared a portion of previous
dues, but since July, Adani has
been charging more than the pre-
vious months.

He said the PDB has been pay-
ingaround USD 18 million weekly,
while the charge is more than USD
22 million.

“Thisis why the due payments
increased again,” he said, adding
that they had submitted last
week’s payment to Krishi Bank as
well, but due to a dollar shortage,
the bank failed to open a letter of
credit against the payment.

About the additional pay-
ment, he said, when the PDB
raised a question on the coal
pricing in February last year, they
signed a supplementary deal
that obliged Adani to quote coal
prices less than the rates charged
by the other coal-fired power
plants.

After the tenure of the one-
year supplementary deal, Adani
has again started charging as per
the PPA, the report said.
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Rapper Young Thug

UNITED STATES
Rapper Young
Thug pleads
guilty todrugs,

guncharges

Atlanta: Rapper Young
Thug pleaded guilty in
Atlanta to gang, drug and
gun charges and will be re-
leased fromjail, though he
could be put back behind
bars if he violates the
terms of his sentence. The
33-year-old Grammy win-
ning artist, whose given
name is Jeffery Williams,
entered his pleas without
reaching a deal with pros-
ecutors after negotiations
between the two sides
broke down, lead prosecu-
tor Adriane Love said on
Thursday. That left the sen-
tence completely up to
Fulton County Superior
Court Judge Paige Reese
Whitaker. Young Thug's
plea comes two and a half
years after he was arrested
and charged and nearly a
year after the prosecution
started presenting evi-
dence in the problem-

plagued trial. AP
AUSTRALIA
Senator’'s ‘goto
Pak’ remark

broke law: Judge

Melbourne: An Australian
judge ruled on Friday that
anti-immigration party
leader Sen. Pauline
Hanson breached racial
discrimination laws by
crudely telling Pakistan-
born Sen. Mehreen Faruqi
to return to her home-
land. Faruqgi sued Hanson
in the Federal Courtovera
2022 exchange on the so-
cial media platform X,
then called Twitter, under
a provision of the Racial
Discrimination Act that
bans public actions and
statements that offend,
insult, humiliate or intim-
idate people because of
their race, colour or na-
tional or ethnic origin. AP

MAURITIUS

Govt suspends
social mediattill
Nov 11 for polls

Johannesburg: The gov-
ernment of Mauritius on
Friday banned access to
social media websites
ahead of parliamentary
elections on Nov 10.
Social media sites will be
banned until Nov 11, the
day after the election. The
unprecedented social
media ban follows a scan-
dal which rocked the
country last month when
recorded conversations of
politicians, business peo-
ple, and members of civil
society were leaked on
social media. AP

THENEW YORKTIMES
WASHINGTON DC, NOVEMBERT

VICE PRESIDENT Kamala Harris
attacked former President Donald
Trump Thursday for claiming a
day earlier that he would protect
American women “whether the
women like it or not.” Her cam-
paign sought to pounce on a new
remark Trump made stating that
his ally Robert F Kennedy Jrwould
“work on women’s health” in his
administration.

The Trump campaign, put on
the defensive, lashed out at bil-
lionaire Mark Cuban, a top Harris
surrogate, for insulting the intel-
ligence of women close to Trump.

Harris said Trump’s com-
ments were “very offensive” to
all Americans. Within minutes,
the Trump campaign fired back:
“Why does Kamala Harris take is-
sue with President Trump want-
ing to protect women, men, and
children from migrant crime and
foreign adversaries?” said
Karoline Leavitt, a campaign
spokesperson. “This is the same
man who said women should be
punished for their choices,”
Harris said.

Trump did not respond to the
criticism atrallies Thursday, sim-
ply stressing that women were a
part of his coalition.

Arguing that Cuban “thinks
he’s ‘hot stuff’ but he’s absolutely
nothing,” Trump wrote on X that
the billionaire was “very wrong, I
surround myself with the
strongest of women — With the
understanding that ALL women
are great, whether strong or not
strong.”

Trump sued CBS on Thursday
over an interview of his
Democratic rival Kamala Harris
aired on its "60 Minutes" news
programme in early October. The
complaint alleges the network
aired two different responses
from Harris responding to a ques-
tionabout the war between Israel
and Hamas in Gaza.

BANGLADESH
HINDUS RALLY DEMANDING PROTECTION FROM ATTACKS

Thousands of minority Hindus rallied Friday to demand that the interim government in Bangladesh protect them
from a wave of attacks and harassment and drop sedition cases against Hindu community leaders. About 30,000
Hindus demonstrated at a major intersection in the southeastern city of Chattogram chanting slogans.

“2*" Harris says Trump remark on women
‘offensive to all’, his team hits back

Donald Trump and Melania Trup at a rally in New York; Kamala Harris at a rally in North Las Vegas, Nevada. AP/Reuters

WHAT US THINKS

Who will be President?

I KAMALA HARRIS
I DONALD TRUMP

FIVETHIRTYEIGHT (NOV 1)

I 47.9%
I 46.8%

REUTERS/IPSOS (NOV 1)
e Y
I

THE ECONOMIST (NOV 1)

I 439%
I 1%

NEW YORKTIMES (NOV 1)

I 9%
48%

A member of the bomb disposal squad and a police officer at
the crime scene in Mastung, Friday. Reuters

5 schoolchildren among 8
killed in blast in Pakistan

PRESS TRUTS OF INDIA
KARACHI,NOVEMBER1

AT LEAST eight people, including
five children, were killed and 27
others were injured as an au-
torickshaw carrying schoolchild-
ren bore the brunt of a bomb
blast targeting a police mobile
van in Pakistan's restive
Balochistan province on Friday.
The blast occurred at 8.35am
near a girl's high school at the
Civil Hospital Chowk of the
Mastung district of the province.
Mastung District Police
Officer (DPO) Miandad Umrani
confirmed that while seven peo-

ple, including five schoolchild-
ren, had died on the spot after
the blast, one of the injured
passed away in a hospital.

“The number of injured is
around 27 and some civilians
themselves took some of the in-
jured to the hospitals,” he said.

No group has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack yet, but
ethnic Baloch terrorists and
Taliban terrorists often attack the
security forces in the province.

Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif and Balochistan Chief
Minister Sarfaraz Bugti con-
demned the blast, saying it was
“inhumane” to harm school-
children.

Who'll handle economy better? Weak
Oct jobs report gives political fodder

ALAN RAPPEPORT
WASHINGTON,NOVEMBER1

AWEAK jobs report that was de-
pressed by storms and labor
strikes quickly became political
fodder on Friday as Republicans
and Democrats injected the
numbers into their arguments
over whether former President
Donald Trump or Vice President
Kamala Harris would be better
at managing the economy.

Figures released by the Labor
Department showed that job
creation stalled in October, with
employers adding only 12,000
positions in a month that in-
cluded a major strike and two
destructive hurricanes.
Unemployment remained
steady at 4.1 percent.

The Biden administration
tried to signal this week that the

Botswana votes
out ruling party
after 58 years

REUTERS
GABORONE,NOVEMBER1

BOTSWANA'S VOTERS delivered
ashock defeat to the party that has
ruled them for nearly six decades,
registering their anger over eco-
nomic stagnation linked to a de-
cline in the diamond trade by
handing victory to opposition
presidential candidate Duma
Boko. The 54-year-old, of the
Umbrella for Democratic Change
(UDC) coalition, will replace
President Mokgweetsi Masisi,
who on Friday conceded defeat
after his Botswana Democratic
Party (BDP)lost by a landslide for
the first time in 58 years.

Masisi said, “You can count
on me to always be there to pro-
vide whatever guidance you
might want ... We will retreat to
being a loyal opposition.”

Analysts blamed mounting
economic grievances, particu-
larly among young people, for
the downfall of the BDP, which
has governed the southern
African state of around 2.5 mil-
lion people since independence
from Britain in 1966.

Botswana's economy has
largely depended on the export
of diamonds.

appearance of sluggishnessin the
labor market was a temporary mi-
rage caused by unusual factors.
However, economists noted that
there were other indications of
softness, with hiring slowing in

the number of people not at work
because of bad weatherincreased
by 460,000 in October. They also
highlighted that earnings growth
was slightly stronger than ex-
pected and that nominal wages

sectors that would be were up4 percentona
unlikely to be affected L. yearly basis.
by extreme weather. "l‘ Representative
President Biden Jason Smith,
Eaid inqste’ltement that R ACE FOR Republigan of Missouri
America’s economy and chairman of the
remains strong,” and THE WHITE  Hoyse Ways and
noted that the US has HOUSE Means Committee,
had the lowest average — called the report “more

unemployment rate of any ad-
ministration under his watch. He
claimed that the trade policies be-
ing pitched by Republicans to in-
crease tariffs would cost the coun-
try thousands of jobs.

White House economists ar-
gued in a series of posts on social
media that the labor market was
healthy, pointing to the fact that

evidence of the stunning incom-
petence of the Biden-Harris
Administration.”

The Trump campaign also
used the weak jobs numbers to
blast Harris, saying in a statement
that the jobs report was a “catas-
trophe” that “reveals how badly
Kamala Harris broke our econ-
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Smoke rises following Israeli strikes in Nuseirat in the
central Gaza Strip, on Friday. Reuters

Truce hopes fade
as Israel strikes

(Gaza, Lebanon

At least 64 killed in Gaza; Netanyahu
says Israel will act ‘as necessary’

REUTERS
CAIRO/BEIRUT,NOV 1

PROSPECTS OF a ceasefire be-
tween Israel and its foes Hamas
and Hezbollah ran aground on
Friday as Israeli airstrikes killed at
least 64 people in the Gaza Strip,
according to medics in the
Palestinian enclave, and battered
Beirut's southern suburbs.

US envoys had been working
to secure ceasefires on both fronts
ahead of the US presidential elec-
tion next Tuesday. But Hamas did
not favour a temporary truce, its
Al-Agsa Hamas television re-
ported on Friday. The ceasefire
proposals failed to meet its condi-
tions that any deal must end the
year-long warin Gazaandinclude
awithdrawal of Israeli forces from
there, it said.

Earlier, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said his pri-
ority was to enforce security “de-
spite any pressure or constraints”.

His office said he relayed this
message to US envoys Amos
Hochstein and Brett McGurk in
Israel on Thursday. Israel mean-
while pressed onwithits military
offensives against Hamas in the
Gaza Strip and Hezbollah in

Volunteers and locals help to clean up in Paiporta, near Valencia, Friday. Reuters

Spanish floods death toll rises
to 205 as shock turns to anger

ASSOCIATED PRESS
CHIVA,NOVEMBER1

THE DEATH toll from flash floods
in Spain climbed to least 205
people Friday, with many more
believed to be missing, as the ini-
tial shock gave way to anger, frus-
tration and a wave of solidarity.
Spanish emergency authori-
ties said 202 of the victims were
in the eastern region of Valencia,
and officials warned that more

rain is expected in the coming
days. Many streets were still
blocked by piled-up vehicles and
debris, in some cases trapping res-
idents in their homes. Some
places still don’t have electricity,
running water, or stable telephone
connections.

“Thesituationis unbelievable.
It'sadisaster and there is very lit-
tle help,” said Emilio Cuartero, in
Masanasa, on the outskirts of
Valencia city. “We need machin-
ery, cranes, so that the sites canbe

CoLM McLOUGHLIN RAN DUBAI Durty FREE FROM 1983 UNTIL HE RETIRED EARLIER THIS YEAR

Irishman who led Dubai Duty Free to an airport retail

JON GAMBRELL
DUBAI,NOVEMBER 1

COLM MCLOUGHLIN, an
Irishman who landed in the
deserts of the United Arab
Emirates and helped lead Dubai
Duty Free into becoming an air-
portretail behemoth generating
billions of dollars, has died. He
was 81.

McLoughlin ran Dubai Duty
Free from 1983 until he retired
earlier this year, a span of over 40
years that saw Dubai grow from
a creekside trading port into a

modern metropolis, home to the
world's tallest building and other
attractions. And all the millions
of passengers coming into Dubai
International Airport, now the
world's busiest for international
travel, saw the rows of electron-
ics, cigarettes, cigars, alcohol and
other goods available duty-free
at his stores, hawked by a sales-
force in green suit jackets, yellow
ties and conversing in multiple
languages.

“It’s a very Middle Eastern
kind of thing,” McLoughlin told
the Los Angeles Times in 1987 as
he showed off its gold market.

“We have to cater to a lot of
tastes.”

Dubai Duty Free said in a
statement that McLoughlin died
Wednesday after a short illness.
The operation's new managing
director, Ramesh Cidambi,
praised McLoughlin for steering
its “growth to a $2 billion dollar
business with over 6,000 em-
ployees at the time of his retire-
ment.” Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed
Al Maktoum, the CEO of long-
haul carrier Emirates and chair-
man of Dubai Duty Free, offered
his condolences. “His passion,
commitment and pioneering

(From left) Colm McLoughlin, his wife Breeda McLoughlin,
and Irish politician Enda Kenny in Newcastle, County Down,
Northern Ireland in 2016. AP

spirit have left a lasting legacy,”
Sheikh Ahmed said in a post on
the social platform X.

Born in Ballinasloe, Ireland,
in 1943, McLoughlin joined
Shannon Airport's first-in-the-
world duty-free operation in
1969.In July 1983, he came with
a 10-man team to Dubai to set up
the sandy airport's duty-free op-
eration. His six-month contract
ended up stretching into 40
years.

Like the rest of the aviation
industry, Dubai Duty Free took a
hit during the years of the coro-
navirus pandemic and airline

accessed. We need a lot of help.
And bread and water.”

Chiva received more rain in
eight hours on Tuesday than it
had in the preceding 20 months.
So far, 205 bodies have been re-
covered — 202 in Valencia, two
in neighboring Castilla La
Mancha and one in Andalusiain
the south. Members of the secu-
rity forces and 1,700 soldiers
from the emergency unit are
searching for an unknown num-
ber of missing people.

Lebanon on Friday.

Medics in Gaza said about 64
people were killed and dozens
more injured overnight and into
Friday morning in Israeli strikes on
the city of Deir Al-Balah, the
Nuseirat camp and the town of Al-
Zawayda, all in the central area of
Gaza as well asinits south.

Fourteen people were killed
by an Israeli strike at the gate of a
school sheltering displaced
Palestinians in Nuseirat. Another
10 were killed in a car in Khan
Younis in the south of Gaza.

The Israeli military said its
troops had killed what it called
armed terrorists in central Gaza
and the northern Jabalia area. It
had no immediate comment on
the reported school strike.

Netanyahu, addressing grad-
uating troops on Thursday, said:
"Agreements, documents, pro-
posals are not the main point.

"The main point is our ability
and determination to enforce se-
curity, thwart attacks against us
and act against the arming of our
enemies, as necessary and despite
any pressure and constraints. This
is the main point,” he said.
Lebanon's caretaker prime minis-
ter Najib Mikati Friday accused
Israel of blocking negotiations.

Will back Russia
until its victory in
Ukraine: N Korea

REUTERS
MOSCOW,NOVEMBER

NORTH KOREA will back Russia
until it achieves victory in the
Ukraine war, Foreign Minister
Choe SonHui said Friday at talks in
Moscow with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov.

“Our traditional, historically
friendly relations, which have
travelled the tested path of his-
tory, today ... are rising to a new
level of relations of invincible
military comradeship,” she told
Lavrov, praising the role played
in this by North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un and Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

Meanwhile, North Korea
flexed its military muscle with the
test of a huge new solid-fuel inter-
continental ballistic missile
dubbed Hwasong-19, state media
said on Friday,amid international
uproar over its troops deployed to
aid Russia in Ukraine. The launch
onThursday flew higher thanany
previous missile,according to the
Northas well as militaries in South
Korea and Japan that tracked its
flight deep into space before it
splashed down in the ocean be-
tween Japan and Russia. KCNA
lauded it as "the world's strongest
strategic missile”.

giant dies at 81

groundings. But sales have since
bounced back.In 2023 alone, un-
der McLoughlin, Dubai Duty Free
sold 6 million cans of beer, 2.3
million bottles of whiskey, 2.3
million cartons of cigarettes, 10.2
million cigars and 3.3 million
bottles of perfume.

One big segment has been
Chinese travelers, after Dubai
Duty Free worked to accept their
credit cards, had staff speaking
Mandarin and putin goods they
wanted. “We would bessilly if we
didn’t take advantage of it and
try to serve them,” McLoughlin
told AP in 2012.And many a

bleary-eyed traveler in Dubai's
cavernous airport tried their luck
at the constant raffles being of-
fered, whether for $1 million, a
luxury automobile or a racing
motorcycle. McLoughlin also
was known for Dubai Duty Free's
sponsorship of tennis and golf
tournaments, as well as his work
supporting Dubai's Irish com-
munity. He received the Irish
Presidential Distinguished
Service Award in 2014.
“McLoughlin is survived by
his wife Breeda, son Niall, daugh-
ters Tyna and Mandy, and their
families. AP

Join EREE Wil tsapp Channel https://whatsappieail/chllne/0029van2vrsRETORAESEGIE™ Il Woin FREE Telegram Channel hitps://imel-8 B enHpQdnioDg1



E.

13

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY,NOVEMBER 2,2024

EXPLAINED

Q0
@ieExplained

#ExpressExplained

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

Warmer, windier: why post-Diwali Delhi air was cleaner this year

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER

THE 24-HOUR average air quality on the day
before Diwali and Diwali — Wednesday and
Thursday respectively — in Delhi this year
was worse than in the last two years.
However, on Friday morning —
the day after Diwali — the pol-
lution level was the lowest
since 2015, barring 2022.

AQI

WARMER TEMPERATURES: Last year,
Diwali was in November, when the temper-
ature conditions were much cooler — the
monthly average minimum was 13 degrees
Celsius and the maximum was 27.8 degrees
Celsius.

This year, however, the festival was cele-
brated in late October, when temperatures
were much warmer. In fact, this
October was the warmestin 73
years, according to the India
Meteorological Department

The post-Diwali 24-hour
average Air Quality Index (AQI)
was 339 on Friday, which was better than
358 on the day after Diwali in 2023
(November 13), according to Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) data. The
worst post-Diwali air quality day was
recorded in 2021, with the AQI at 462.

Why were pollution levels low on
Friday?

Several factors played a role, but meteo-
rological conditions had the biggest impact.

S4¥.\[\|32] SPACE

(IMD). The monthly maximum
and minimum averages
recorded at the city’s Safdarjung weather sta-
tion in October were 35.1 degrees Celsius and
21.2 degrees Celsius respectively. This was
the fourth-highest monthly day temperature
and the sixth-highest monthly night tem-
perature in the month recorded since 1901.

This is significant, as cooler temperatures
mean increased pollution levels. As temper-
ature dips, the inversion height — which is
the layer beyond which pollutants cannot
disperse into the upper layer of the atmos-

FIRST BLACKHOLE TRIPLE" SYSTEM
DISCOVERED: WHAT DOES [T MEAN?

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER

ANEW study says scientists have discov-
ered a “black hole triple” in space for the
first time. The system comprises a black
hole atits centre, currently in the process
of consuming a small star spiralling very
close to it. There is also a second star,
which appears to be circling the black
hole but is actually far away.

The discovery of the system, located
about 8,000 light years away from Earth
(one light year is the distance light trav-
els in a year, 9.5 trillion kilometre), has
raised questions about how black holes
are formed.

A black hole is a region in space
where the pull of gravity is so strong that
no matter or light can escape it.
Astronomers believe most black holes
are formed after massive stars explode
at the end of their lives — known as a su-
pernova. However, the triple system sug-
gests a gentler process.

The study, ‘The black hole low-mass
X-ray binary V404 Cygni is part of a wide
triple’, was carried out by researchers at
the California Institute of Technology and
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
and was published in Nature last month.

The triple system

Many black holes discovered until
now have been part of binary systems,
consisting of a black hole and a secondary
object (such as a star or another black
hole). But the black hole triple not only
has one star which orbits the black hole
aboutevery 6.5 days, but also a more far-
off star which orbits it every 70,000 years.

Situated in the constellation of Cygnus,
the system features one of the oldest
known black holes, the V404 Cygni, which
is nine times as big as the Sun in our solar
system. Researchers accidentally discov-
ered the distant star while looking
through a repository of astronomical ob-
servations taken by telescopes.

Kevin Burdge, a research fellow at the
MIT Department of Physics and one of
the study authors, told MIT News, “It

An artist’s impression of a black
hole, pulling matter towards it. The
pull of gravity in a black hole is so
strong that nothing — not even light
— can escape it. X/NASA

[black hole triple] is almost certainly not
a coincidence or accident... We're seeing
two stars that are following each other
because they're attached by this weak
string of gravity. So this has to be a triple
system.”

‘Failed supernova’

Burdge and his colleagues have pro-
posed that V404 Cygni has two stars
around it as the black hole did not arise
from a supernova, which typically kicks
away outer stars in the explosion.

Instead, it was formed through an-
other process called “direct collapse”,
where the star caves in after expending
allits fuel, but does not explode.

“We call these events a ‘failed super-
nova’. Basically, the gravitational collapse
just acts too quickly for the supernova to
be able to trigger and you get an implo-
sion instead — which sounds super dra-
maticand awesome but itis ‘gentle’in the
sense that you do not expel any matter,”
Burdge told Reuters.

However, the black hole triple will not
have three members forever, as V404
Cygni is consuming the nearer star. This
suggests that some already discovered
binary systems could have been triple
systems at some point, with the black
hole later devouring one of its members.
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phere — is lowered. The concentration of air
pollutants increases when this happens.
STRONG WINDS: Another factor was high
wind speeds, which led to a better dispersal
of the pollution post-Diwali.

According to IMD, westerly winds of
speed as low as 3 to 7 kmph were observed

until Friday early morning, and they touched
10 kmph by 9 am. The wind speed increased
to 15 kmph from noon onward. An average
wind speed of 10 kmph is considered
favourable for the dispersal of pollutants.
Due to the stronger winds, levels of tiny
pollutants such as PM2.5 and PM 10, which
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Consumption & food inflation

had spiked on Thursday likely due to the
bursting of crackers and stubble burning in
Punjab and Haryana, dropped the next day.
For instance, the 24-hour average PM2.5
level was 144.3 micrograms per cubic me-
tre (ug/m3) on Diwali at 8 pm, but had in-
creased sharply to 168.4 ng/m3 by mid-

night. It gradually increased further until 7
am on Friday to 209.1ug/m3, as recorded
by the CPCB, and then reduced to 198.1
pg/m3 at4 pm.

The average PM10 level was recorded at
288.6pg/m3 on Thursday at midnight, and
jumped to 322.6 pg/m3 on Friday at 6 am.
However, it dropped to 308.111g/m3 by noon.

Anumita Roychowdury, Executive
Director, Research and Advocacy at the
Centre for Science and Environment, told The
Indian Express, “This time, Diwali was in
October, when cooler meteorological condi-
tions had not settled in yet. The wind speed
was also favourable to help dissipate the pol-
lution build-up after Diwali midnight. Till af-
ternoon on Diwali day, the air quality re-
mained ‘poor’ and then worsened to ‘very
poor’ in the evening. Severe AQI levels were
observed at midnight and persisted till 7am
in many stations. The night-time pollution
related to Diwali caused a high buildup in
PM_2.5 levels. Though we cannot quantify the
contribution of firecrackers specifically, sev-
eral sources came into play.”

There are signs of softening consumer demand in urban India even as rural areas seem to be showing an
uptick. However, the persistent high food inflation has impacted rural households more than urban ones

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER

OVER THE past few days, several observers
of the Indian economy have noted that ur-
ban India, especially the mega cities, are the
new areas of concern when it comes to eco-
nomic activity, while rural India is witness-
ing an uptick. This means that people in ur-
ban India are not consuming as much (of
cars, household goods, cereals, etc.) as com-
panies expected them to — even as people in
the rural areas seem to be buying much more
than earlier.

The Finance Ministry’s monthly review of
the economy for September states that “Rural
demand continues to strengthen in H1 of
FY25”. H1 FY25 refers to the first half (or the
first six months) of the 2025 financial year.

“The improvement in rural demand is re-
flected in rising Fast Moving Consumer
Goods (FMCG) sales reported by Nielsen IQ,
which grew by 5.2% (volume growth) in Q1
of FY25, higher than the 4% growth in the
corresponding quarter of the previous year,”
the review says. Q1 refers to the first quarter
of the financial year. (See Charts 1 and 2,
sourced from the Finance Ministry’s review).

But here’s what to note: A big reason why
urban India seems to be doing worse than ru-
ral India is high food inflation. As The Indian
Express has reported, executives at Tata Con-
sumer Products Ltd have flagged concerns over
“softness” in urban demand, and those at
Nestle India have pointed to mega cities and
metros as pressure points — and blamed the
“muted demand” partly on high food inflation.

But a close look at inflation data shows
that high food inflation impacted rural house-
holds more than urban ones. Here’s how.

Table 1 shows two things one needs to kn-
ow to determine who is getting hit by food
inflation more. The first is the rate of food in-
flation. The second is the weightage that food
inflation has in calculating overall inflation
inrural and urban areas.

Weightage differs from person to person.
For instance, if you walk to work and don’t
own a car, then higher car price inflation will
have no effect on you . Similarly, those who
don’t have children will not be impacted by
high educational inflation. But someone who
drives to work, and has a couple of school-
going children, will be impacted.

The broader point is that your consump-
tion pattern affects your inflation rate. So, in
rural areas, food inflation tends to have a
greater bearing on overall inflation, while it
accounts for less in urban areas.

As Table 1 shows, for September, when
inflation rose sharply, even though food &

TABLE 1: INFLATION IN RURAL AND URBAN INDIA (%Y-0-Y)

W Food & beverages: Urban
13.00 -

11.00 -
9.00

7.00 A

Y-0-Y% change

9.00 -

3.00 L

September 2024 Weight - Inflation | Weight | Inflation
General Index 100 5.87 100 5.05
1. Food and beverages 5418 8.25 36.29 8.55
W Food i 4725 1l 9.08 29.62 | 9.56
B Non-alcoholic beverages 137 233 113 3.03
M Prepared meals, snacks, sweets, etc. 5.56 2.95 5.54 429
2.Pan, tobacco and intoxicants 3.26 2.32 1.36 2.94
3. Clothing and footwear 7.36 2.54 5.57 2.92
4.Housing 0 21.67 2.78
5.Fuel & light 7.94 -033 | 558 -3.25
6. Miscellaneous 27.26 4.07 29.53 4.09
B Household goods and services 3.75 215 3.87 3.09
M Health 6.83 3.94 4.81 438
B Transport and communication 7.6 292 9.73 2.54
M Recreation and amusement 1.37 2.22 2.04 245
M Education 3.46 3.62 5.62 3.94
M Personal care and effects 4.25 8.81 347 9.3

Source: Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy’s Economic Outlook

CHART 3: CONSUMER PRICE INDEX IN F&B, RURAL VS URBAN

B Food & beverages: Rural
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Source: Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
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CHART 1: POSITIVEAUTO
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beverages inflation in rural India was a little
lower than in urban India, its effect would be
more because its weightage (in the rural con-
sumption basket) is considerably more.

“Food inflation contributed 73.1% to the
headline rural inflation... [but] only 56.1% of
the headline urban inflation. This...is because
of the disproportionately higher weight food
holds in the rural consumption basket,” the
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy’s
(CMIE’s) Economic Outlook said in a re-
search note.

Take another example: vegetable prices.
If they go up by, say, 10%, how does it matter
whether you are in urban India or rural
India?

“Vegetable inflation contributed the most
to overall headline inflation. In rural and ur-
ban areas vegetable inflation was almost the
same at 36% and 35.9% respectively. But the
sting is different,” the CMIE note said.

“Vegetables have a weight of 7.5% in rural
CPland 4.4% in urban CPL Due to the relatively
larger importance of vegetables in rural con-
sumption, it contributed to 45.8 per cent of
the headline rural inflation. In contrast, veg-
etable inflation only contributed 31.3 per cent
to headline urban inflation,” it said.

When, on September 14, the Centre
raised the import duty on edible oils, it led
toarise in prices, but the negative effect was
more in rural areas. In urban areas, the price

index increased by 2.4% in September in
comparison to August. But it increased by a
higher 3.2% in rural areas.

Finally, look at Chart 3 to understand how
the food inflation rate has changed over the
last two years. We have seen above how ru-
ral India is more affected even when food in-
flationis a lower than in urban India. But the
red line shows food inflation is often higher
in rural India than in urban India. In fact, it
has been higher for most of the current fi-
nancial year.

The upshot: Rural India may be consum-
ing more at a faster rate than it did last year,
but high food inflation is still pinching it more
thanitis pinching urban India.

How small but rich Indian American community votes, and why

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBERT

INDIAN AMERICANS remain deeply con-
nected to the Democratic Party but have
been less so since 2020, according to the re-
sults of a new Carnegie survey published
this week. This is despite Kamala Harris be-
ing the Democratic nominee, with a chance
to become the first person of Indian origin
to enter the Oval Office.

To what extent does the Indian
American vote matter?

With a population of approximately 5.2
million, Indian Americans are the second
largestimmigrant community in the United
States, behind only Mexican Americans.

Around 2.6 million Indian Americans are
eligible to vote, according to the Indian
American Attitudes Survey (IAAS) 2024,

published by the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace. These are “high propen-
sity” voters, and 96% of Indian Americans
registered to vote will likely end up voting
inthe 2024 election, according to IAAS data.

Crucially, the “Asian Indian” ethnic group
(including persons from Pakistan and Bangla-
desh)has a population of more than 700,000
in seven battleground states, according to the
Asian and Pacific Islander American Vote
(APIAVote), a nonprofit research group. Of
these 350,000-450,000 Asian Indians are el-
igible to vote.

The seven battlegrounds — Arizona,
Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin — are where
the race for the presidency is expected to be
decided. Several metropolitan areas in these
swing states have large concentrations of
Indian Americans — for example, in Atlanta,
Georgia; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Raleigh,
North Carolina; and Detroit, Michigan —who

can potentially swing a
tight race one way or the
other. Notably, in quite a
few states, the commu-
nity’s population is larger

&5

the 2020 edition of the
survey. The percentage of
respondents identifying as
Independents rose from
22% to 26%, and those

than the margin of victory identifying as Republican
clecton, T T%IPIECE F(I)"[l‘{E " e decinein suppor

Both Democrats and W [—] for the Democratic Party
Republicans have also among Indian Americans
wooed Indian Americans HOUSE may translate into voting
for election funding. behaviour as well.

Indian Americans are less than 2% of
America’s population, but their median an-
nual household income of approximately
$153,000 (about Rs 1.3 crore) is more than
double that of the country as a whole.

Who are Indian Americans backing in
this election?

Roughly 47% respondents in IAAS 2024
identified as Democrats, down from 56% in

According to the 2024 IAAS, 60% of
Indian American citizens planned to vote for
Harris, and 31% for Donald Trump. In 2020,
68% of Indian Americans had said they in-
tended to vote for Joe Biden, while 22% had
said that they would vote for Trump.

What explains the voting preferences of
Indian Americans?
Indian American support for Democrats

has been traditionally based on the percep-
tion that Republicans are intolerant towards
minorities, and too influenced by Christian
evangelicalism (2020 IAAS). Among those
who vote Republican, the perceived weak-
ness of Democrats in handling the economy
and curbing illegal immigration, and the
perception that the party is too left-wing
and focused on “identity politics” have been
the primary drivers of support.

The 2020 IAAS did not find a notable dif-
ference in voting intention among men and
women,; this year, however, a stark gender
gap has emerged. About 67% of Indian Am-
erican women respondents in IAAS 2024 said
they intended to vote for Harris, and only 22%
said Trump; these numbers for male Indian
Americans were 53% and 39% respectively.

One possible explanation for this trend
is a divergence in issues prioritised by men
and women in the community, a trend that
is seen across the American population. So,

women tend to support Harris for her posi-
tion onabortionrights, while strong borders
and amore liberal tax regime — core Trump
promises — resonate more with men.

Milan Vaishnav, a co-author of the IAAS
along with Sumitra Badrinathan and
Devesh Kapur, told Al Jazeera that “there is
also a growing scepticism among some
Indian American men voting for a female
president” which is creating a “new cleav-
age” in the community.

Lastly, it would seem that Harris’s Indian
heritage has had limited impact on Indian
American voters. Many Indian Americans
do notidentify with the Vice President who
has preferred to play up her Black heritage
more than her Indian one. At least 12% re-
spondents in the 2024 IAAS said that their
main reason for opposing Harris was that
she “identifies more with her Black roots”.
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All the Same

SHUBHRAGUPTA

THEY SAY that the fount of all Indian fiction
are the two epics, Ramayana and
Mahabharata. Rohit Shetty seems to have
taken this old saying to heart because Ajay
Devgn’s eponymous Bajirao Singham is none
other than a latter-day Maryada
Purushottam Ram, his wife Avni (Kareena
Kapoor Khan) is the faithful Sita, and all the
other characters play their parallels in this
version of ‘Kalyug-ke-Ram Ki Katha'.

The result is loud and tedious, and in-
stantly forgettable.

It's not as if the earlier cop flicks have
been music to the ears. Shetty’s films em-
brace cacophony heartily,
whether they are comedies,
actioners, or a mix of both.
But the one cardinal thing
that this film seems to have
forgotten is that your villains
have to be, well, villainous.
And if there’s one thing that
Arjun Kapoor’s chief baddie
doesn’t have is a single men-
acing bone in his body.
Hacking heads off is so not his thing: why
this piece of hopeless miscasting?

It doesn’t help that he goes by the name
Danger Lanka: he is dangerous, and his lair
is literally in Sri Lanka, okay? Subtlety is not
this director’s suit. Of course, this is just a so-
briquet. His real name is Zubair Hafiz,and he
is, gasp, ‘not a jihadi’. We have to say that
that's really forward of Shetty.

Zubair is doing all this bad stuff in India

*

Ravi Kishan

Going Downhill

MITHYA: THE DARKER CHAPTER
*

Director: Kapil Sharma

Cast: Huma Qureshi, Avantika Dassani,
Naveen Kasturia, Rajit Kapur,

Indraneil Sengupta, Avantika Akerkar,
Anindita Bose

Streamingon: Zee 5

SHUBHRAGUPTA

THERE WAS enough intrigue in the first sea-
son of Mithya, in which a troubled author is
left on the edge of a sharp wedge, for us to
want to return for another round.

However, the new season, which comes
from the same production house (Applause
Entertainment) but a different director (Kapil
Sharma)is everything that the firstwasn’t: con-
trived, unconvincing, and, the worst sin, dull.

The hills are still as picturesque, making
you want to go off immediately to Darjeeling
to explore all those winding trails, and lovely
red-bricked houses. A new characteris added
into the mix: Naveen Kasturia plays Amit
Chaudhari, an aspiring author who accuses
newly-published writer Juhi Adhikari (Huma
Qureshi) of plagiarism. The ‘P’ word raises its
ugly head again (copying charges were
bandied about last time round), and we are
all set for some more twists and turns.

SINGHAM AGAIN

Director: Rohit Shetty
Cast: Ajay Devgn, Kareena
Kapoor Khan, Arjun Kapoor,
Ranveer Singh, Deepika
Padukone, Jackie Shroff,

(Madurai, to be precise), because he wants
to take badla: his dada (Jackie Shroff)isinan
Indian jail reading a book on Chengez Khan
(we are shown the cover more than once just
in case we miss it), and his papa and chacha
were killed by Indian forces. So it’s personal,
and yes, Ravan, the Lankan Lord, is also a vid-
wan: that's what a character tells us
solemnly. Basically, this film’s baddie is a
learned man taking revenge. Huh?

In this very male-cop universe, women
do exist. Kareena Kapoor Khan, clad in a se-
ries of tasteful saris, manages to get dragged
through the forest, and be shot at, without
acquiring a single scratch in her perfect man-
icure. Deepika Padukone dons a uniform,
beats up a bunch of baddies, and claims the
moniker ‘Lady Singham’. She
is then promptly forgotten
before being whistled up for
the climax. Tiger Shroff is
Lakshman: uniform, check,
keeping-thugs-at-bay, check,
dropped-from-script, check,
climactic recall, check.
Ranveer Singh, tasked to be
the joker of the pack, plays
Simmba-Hanuman, and we
have to say that he does try. Akshay Kumar
shows up last minute, as expected, for his
own uniform-slo-mo-strut.

Butit’s all so same-old that even the new
locations don’t help. Neither does all the bla-
tant-referencing-and-copy-pasting of the
great epic, whose scenes can act as pointers
when someone else tries their hand at a
Bollywood Ramayana in New India.

What next? A Lady Singham solo?

Avantika Dassani is back as the combative
RheaRajguru, whose desire to make Juhi's life
miserable is stronger than ever. She keeps
popping up at all kinds of inconvenient junc-
tures, keying up a dodgy fellow who has
grown even more so in the interim, to do her
dirty jobs for her, including a kidnap and mur-
der.Therest of the cast also reprises their roles:
Juhi’s loving father Ankit Tyagi (Rajit Kapur)
continues to keep his secrets close to his chest.
And a key character comes to a bloody end.

The first season wasn’t perfect, but it had
a degree of freshness. Qureshi’s sari-and-
coat-clad Hindi literature teacher used the
language well; her diction was pleasing to
the ear. Dassani dug her claws into Juhi
Adhikari’s vulnerable pelt with relish, and
we were given a rivalry which felt like it
would reach a satisfactory conclusion.

It’s strange how, with nearly the same
cast, you can come up with a show which is
such adrag. Whatever happened to the more
or less zesty writing of the first season?

Caught in the Moment

DON'T MOVE
Fk

Director: Adam Schindler, Brian Netto
Cast: Kelsey Asbille, Finn Wittrock
Streaming on: Netflix

ROHAN NAAHAR

A YOUNG woman grieving the death of her
child treks to the cliffside spot where he
died. She intends to jump herself. Played by
Kelsey Asbille, the woman is approached by
a mysterious stranger, played by Finn
Wittrock. He recognises immediately that
she’s one step away from falling to her death.
The stranger doesn’t attempt to talk her
down from the ledge, but he makes enough
of animpression for her to reconsider. They
walk back together to the parking lot, where
things take a sudden turn. The man injects
her with some kind of paralytic substance,
revealing that he isn’t a good samaritan af-
ter all. Thus begins Don’t Move, a high-con-
cept thriller that producer Sam Raimi prob-
ably thought was going to turn out like his
knockout 2016 film Don’t Breathe. It didn’t.
These movies have nothing in common
beyond Raimi’s involvement, and that gen-
tle nudge of a title. Don’t Move appears to be
so pleased with its premise — it’s a survival
thriller featuring an immobile protagonist

— that it forgets it needs to sustain this early
momentum. The movie succeeds in draw-
ing your sympathies for its heroine, Iris, but
struggles to put her in interesting scenarios
after this pre-credits sequence.

She is told by her captor that she has
about 20 minutes before her entire body will
shut down. The stranger intends to take her
to his secluded cabin in the woods, and im-
plies that he’s done this to several women
in the past. You'd imagine that a person
caught in Iris’s situation would use her wil-
iness to attempt an escape. But Don’t Move
projects her as either hyper-skilled or com-
pletely inept. Nothing in between.
Somewhat surprisingly, the movie allows
her to escape in the first act itself, while she
still has some control over her movements.
But she does this simply by pulling out a
Swiss knife from her pocket and slicing her
way out of her plastic handcuffs. As if he’s
read your mind, the kidnapper kicks him-
self for not checking her pockets.

But Don’t Move often finds itself resorting
to contrivances such as this, as it tumbles
along from one set piece to another. In the
very next scene, a now-inert Iris rolls into a
downward stream in a fresh attempt to give
the stranger a slip. She cannot move at all by
this point; the drug has taken full effect. How
will she survive, you wonder. As it turns out,
alog will magically appear in her path, and
she will suddenly find the ability to move

BHOOL BHULAIYAA3 %

Director: Anees Bazmee Cast: Kartik Aaryan, Tripti Dimri, Vidya Balan, Madhuri Dixit, Vijay Raaz, Sanjay Mishra, Rajpal Yadav,
Ashwini Kalsekar, Rajesh Sharma, Arun Kushwah, Saurabh Dubey

Lost in the Labyrinth

SHUBHRAGUPTA

ALL RIGHT folks, we are back in the
labyrinth. For a third time. Lots of stuff that
we remember from the earlier outings.
Creaky 200-year-old Bengali havelis.
Locked rooms. Vengeful aatmas. Ghosts
who flit about. And characters who spout
their lines, and vanish.

So.Kartik Aaryan is Rooh Baba, a bogus
ghostbuster. Accompanied always by the
vertically-challenged Tilu (Arun
Kushwah). Grabbed by the very modern
Miss Meera (Tripti Dimri) and her uncle
(Rajesh Sharma). Transported to said
haveli, in order to bust the ghost of
Monjulika. Remember her?

Bad question. The glorious legend of the
dead dancer was the thing that perked up
the proceedings in the first Bhool Bhulaiyaa
(2007, directed by Priyadarshan),and kept
us going in the second (2022, directed by

her arms just enough to latch on. It’s basi-
cally a Deus Ex Machina moment. So what if

Jesus himself didn’t appear to save her? The

blessed log was probably around back when
he was a carpenter.

Speaking of Deux Ex Machina, Iris some-
how finds herself in a field of some kind not
too long afterwards — her movement ap-
pears and disappears purely on the basis of

what the plot requires. An old man spots her,

and wheels her into his house. For amoment
it seems as if she has been saved. But just as

Aneez Bazmee). And now, with Bazmee
backat the helm, it also has Vidya Balan re-
turning to arole she had made her own that
first time around: her face smeared in red
vermilion, contorted with feelings burst-
ing from within, she was a true sight.

But this third-go-round suffers from
the same things that the previous one did:
stereotypes instead of characters, forced
humour which refuses to land, and taste-
lesslines bordering on the risible. The first
hour and more is wasted in giving us the
lay of the land, in which Aryan and Dimri
get to make eyes at each other, inter-
spersed by cartoons masquerading as
characters showing up as and when.

It's only in the second half that the real
film starts. That's when Madhuri Dixit
joins the gang. And mysterious noises from
within the locked room become louder. Is
the spirit of Monjulika haunting the haveli
still? Is there such a thing as a ghost? Who
is Monjulika? Balan or Dixit? But the

he’s about to summon the police, the
stranger comes knocking on his door. This
scene repeats itself with another character
around 20 minutes later — once again, it
seems as if Iris is going to be rescued, only
for the stranger to kill the would-be hero
most violently.

But for someone who is able to commit
murder this easily — the stranger seems to be
quick on his feet in high-pressure situations,
and resourceful enough to use everyday ob-
jects as weapons — he is utterly incapable of

scourge of lazy, formulaic writing weighs
heavily on this film, which has enough
characters — Raaz, Mishra, Sharma — who
can turn a line into a laugh.

Both Balan and Dixit have enough heft
to make a meal of a movie. But it’s almost
as if Bollywood is in a bhool bhoolaiyya of
its own when it comes to using stars who
can actually act to deliver something
stronger than a bunch of characters mur-
dering the Bangla accent. The much-
awaited dance-off between these twois a
damp squib too: for areal Madhuri cracker,
go back to Dil To Pagal Hai, or even Devdas.

Aaryan shows, once again, that he can
do the needful when the material backs his
strengths. Here we have to wade through
nearly two hours of nothing for one scene
in which he shows his comic timing in a
double role. And the big gender-progres-
sive reveal, which should have made this
film better than it turns out to be, is wasted
in the underlined way it is done.

Don’t Move appears to be

so pleased with its premise —
it’s a survival thriller featuring
an immobile protagonist —

that it forgets it needs to sustain
this early momentum

either capturing or killing Iris. And she does-
n’t even have to outsmart him. Hilariously,
she’s sitting right next to him in a car during
the film’s final act, and somehow, she’s still
breathing. Don’t Move has a wobbly relation-
ship withitsinternal logic, which is quite ap-
parent when you consider just how lack-
adaisical it is about the kidnapper’s
intelligence and Iris’ skillset. They become
what the script needs them to become.

It makes for a frustrating experience, and
your patience is likely to be worn thin even
before the film’s Ripley-esque final show-
down, in which, you guessed it, Iris has re-
gained full control of her movements. It feels
like a cop-out, honestly; as if the movie was
written by an Al that kept resorting to cheat
codes. It sort of negates the entire premise,
which is odd, because that’s the one thing
that Don’t Move had going for it. Sure, it’s also
about a suicidal woman regaining her will
to live — so what if she needed a serial killer
to give her a kick up the backside and not a
spiritual guru — but by the time the movie
circles back to its emotional core, you'd
probably have forgotten all about it.
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WATCH
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THESUBSTANCE

MUBI

THE BODY horror satire on ageing is
written, directed, co-produced and
co-edited by Coralie Fargeat. It fea-
tures Demi Moore as Elisabeth
Sparkle, a former A-lister past her
prime and fired from her fitness TV
show. She is then drawn to the op-
portunity presented by a mysterious
new drug: The Substance. All it takes
is one injection and she is reborn —
temporarily — as the gorgeous, 20-
something Sue (Margaret Qualley).
The only rule? Time needs to be
split: exactly one week in one body,
then one week in the other.

MARTHA

NETFLIX

R] CUTLER's film charts the rise of
lifestyle mogul Martha Stewart. A
celebrated homemaker, America’s
first self-made female billionaire,
personal friend to Snoop Dogg,

or even the queen of Instagram
selfies — Stewart, for more than 50
years, has shaped America’s culture
in both big and small ways. The
Netflix website notes that the
documentary features “intimate
interviews” with Stewart herself as
well as personal archives, including
never-before-seen photographs,
letters and diary entries.

THELAW ACCORDING
TOLIDIAPOET

NETFLIX

THE SERIES follows a suspended
lawyer named Lidia Poét, who, along
with a crew of like-minded malcon-
tents, seeks to help the falsely ac-
cused who struggle for absolution in
arigid, patriarchal legal system. Each
episode explores a new mystery. In
real life, Poét was Italy’s first woman
attorney. She practiced law for three
months before being disbarred by
the monarchy’s attorney general,
who claimed that women had no
place in a courtroom. At the age of
65, she was readmitted to the bar.

MUSICBY JOHN WILLIAMS
DISNEY+HOTSTAR

THE DOCUMENTARY focuses on the
life and career of John Towner
Williams, an American composer
and conductor. In a career spanning
seven decades, he has composed
critically-acclaimed scores for
movies such as Jaws, E.T: The Extra
Terrestrial and the Indiana Jones
franchise. “See and hear maestro
John Williams’ own story, with
insights from filmmakers, musi-
cians, and others he has inspired,
complete with rare behind-the-
scenes looks at the making of movie
history,” said the press statement.
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Classifieds

— PERSONAL

IHayat Bohra S/O, Late Shri
Pushkar Singh Bohra R/o Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi have
changed my name to Hayat
Singh Bohra for all Future
purpose 0040756744-1

IRam Bhimabhai Nangas S/o
Bhimabhai Meramanbhai
Nangas R/o0 A-305, Ganga Vihar
CHS Vichumbe T.Raigadh Distt.
Maharashtra, State
Maharashtra do hereby
solemnly affirm that my real
name is Ram Bhimabhai
Nangas but my name writtenin
my school leaving certificate
and my CA final examination
certificate is RAMBHAI
BHIMABHAINANGAS. So |
declare that Ram Bhimbhai
Nangas and Rambhai
Bhimabhai Nangas is one and
the same person. 0040756730-1

I,Winnie Dhunna,W/o0 Saurabh
Dhunna,R/0-L-5, Naveen
Shahdara, Delhi-110032,have
changed my name to Winnie
Sharma,for all purpose.

0040756760-6

I,VASUDEO SINGH,S/0
RAGHUVEER,R/0O-12,
MANCHAND DASOLI GAUTAM
BUDDHA NAGAR,UTTAR
PRADESH -203155,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
VASUDEV SINGH. 0040756733-3

I,Suresh,S/0 Bhabhuti Thakur,
R/0 House.No-S-69,D-Block
Phase-1 Qutub-Vihar Goyla-
Dairy New Delhi-110071,Have
Changed My Name To Suresh
Kumar Thakur Permanently.

0040756733-8

I,Suman Devi,W/0 Hari Mehto
R/0.House.no-475 DDA-Janta
Flats Pul Pehlad Pur,New-Delhi
-110044,Have changed my
Name to SULENA DEVI,
Permanently. 0040756760-7

I,Sajeesh Chandran,S/o
Choorikkadan Chandran Nair,
R/0 H.N0.632/42,0pp.Shiv
Nadar School,Sector-
42,Sikanderpur Ghosi(68),
Gurugram(Haryana) -
122002,have changed my name
to Saje Betelgeuse.

0040756760-1

I,Sachin Awana,
S/o0,Jaikaran,R/0 Ellhabas,
Sector-86,Phase-2,Noida,
GautamBudh Nagar,Uttar
Pradesh-201301,have changed
my name to Sachin Avana,
permanently. 0040756733-9

1,SUBODH GOSWAMI S/0-RAM
KISHAN GIRI,R/0-B-25 MADHU
KUNJSUBHASH MOHALLA
BHAJANPURA, DELHI-
110053,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SUBODH KUMAR
GOSWAMI. 0040756735-3

,LSONAM PHOGAT
DAHIYA/SONAM DAHIYA,W/O
VIKRAM SINGH DAHIYA,R/O D-
18/501,LREO VICTORY-VALLEY
SEC-67,BADSHAHPUR
GURGAON-122101,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO SONAM
PHOGAT. 0040756733-4

I,SANJEEV KUMAR,C/O
RAMESHWAR DAYAL SHARMA
R/O Flat No-01,Ground-Floor,
Block-D5, Pocket-8,Sector-23-B,
Dwarka, Bagdola, Delh-110077,
changed my name to SANJEEV
KUMAR SHARMA. 0040756762-1

I,Ravinder Kochar,W/o Surinder
Pal Singh Kochar, R/0,WZ-
30,Tihar Village,Tilak
Nagar,Delhi-110018,have
Changed my name to Ravinder
Kaur Kochar,for all,future
purposes. 0040756733-2

I,Rampreet,S/0,Sumiran Singh
R/0,House.No-D-69S Phase-1
Goyla-Dairy Qutub-Vihar,New
Delhi-110071,Have Changed My
Name To Rampreet Singh
Permanently. 0040756733-7

I,Rajni Pal W/o Shri Sandeep
Bakshi R/o0 H.No. 87, Ground
Floor, Sector-9, Vasundhara,
Ghaziabad- 201012, have
changed my name after my
marriage from Rajni Pal to
Rajani Bakshi for all future
purposes. 0040756742-1

LLAnil Kumar Rajpoot,S/o-Devi
Dayal, Address-C-6,177C
Keshav Puram Delhi-110035,
changed my name to Anil
Rajput. 0040756733-1

I,Rachel Joy,W/0 Joykutty
Thadathil Mathew,R/0,B-29-B,
DDA Flats,Guru Gobind Singh
Kunj,Tagore Garden Extn., New
Delhi-110027,have changed my
name to BeenaJoy.

0040756733-5

I,Hemlata Joshi,W/0O Late Girish
Kumar,R/0,Plot.no-A-
61,Suraksha Vihar D.K.Mohan
Garden,New Delhi-110059,Have
changed my Name to
HEMLATA, Permanently.

0040756733-6

l,Govind S/o-Rajender
Gupta,R/0-House No-23,Gali
No-5,Majlis Park, Jahangirpuri,
Delhi-110033,have changed my
name to Govind Gupta.

0040756760-4

I,Dharminder,S/0-Sh.Ganga Dan
R/0,V-179,Gandhi Colony,
Sector 21B, Faridabad,
Haryana-121001,have changed
my name to Dharmander
Sharmaas well my Father
name mentioninID’s as Ganga
Dan Sharma. 0040756762-3

I,DINESH DAHIYA,R/O HNO.74A,
ISHWAR COLONY, BAWANA,
DELHI-110039,HAVE CHANGED
MY CHILD NAME PRAKRITITO
PRAKRITI DAHIYA. 0040756760-5

I,Chetanshi Dixit,D/o Yashpal
Sharma,R/0.H.No.121,Rawat
Raota Post Raota,south West
Delhi-110083,have changed my
name to Chetanshi.

0040756760-2

I,BABITA, KUMARI,D/O
SH.RANVIR SINGH,R/0O,E-24,
THIRD-FLOOR, GALI.NO-17,
HINDAN-VIHAR, SECTOR-49,
NOIDA,UP-201301,HAVE
CHAGED MY NAME TO BIBITA
CHAUDHARY,FOR ALL,PURPOSE
IN FUTURE. 0040756763-2

I, SANIYA PANCHAL, D/O
NARENDER KUMAR, R/O 228,
3RD FLOOR, STATE BANK
NAGAR, PASCHIM VIHAR, WEST
DELHI-110063, have changed
my name to SANIYA NAREN for
all future purposes.

0070932979-1

I, Mohammad Muntahir S/o.
Babu Sarif R/0. Kamalpur,
Dariyapur, Bulandshahr Uttar
Pradesh-203001,have changed
my name to MUNTAHIR
permanently. 0040756763-1

I, GEET KUMAR Son of Mr.
SANTOSH KUMAR GUPTA
residing at T3-103, Parsvnath
Platinum, Swarn Nagri,
Sector-TAU, Greater Noida, UP-
201306, have changed the
name of my minor daughter
AANYA GUPTA aged 13-years
and she shall hereafter be
known as AVIKA GUPTA.

0070932990-1

| PankaujMangaal S/oOP
Mangal R/0 65, 1st Floor,
Sandesh Vihar, Pitampura,
North West Delhi, Delhi-110034,
have changed my name to
Hridayaansh Mangal

0070932986-1

I,LRAM KISHAN S/O-GHISSU GIRI
H.NO-B-4/158 YAMUNA-VIHAR
DELHI-110053,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO RAM KISHAN GIRI.

0040756735-2

| This s to inform averyone that
| Anuragha Wio Late Mr
Shyam Kumar, going to buy
properly bearing no. M.C.D.
08, 15t floor right side portion,
falling undar Khasra Mo, 335,
Hazar Lans, Bhogal New
Delhi-110014. if anyone have
any issue related this
property, 50 please contact
us within ¥ days of

E-Tender Motice No.: RSO-RR-TATA-24-
28-16, Date: 30.10.2024. Far & on behall
of Precsidaent of India, Divisional Railway
Manager (Electrical), Chakradharpur, South
Eastarn Railway invibes E-Tanders in Two
Packe! Sysiem {Packet-I: Technical Bid
and Packel=Il: Finamcial Bid) for the under
manfioned work. Manue! offers are not
allowed against the tendsr and any such

manual offer recemad shall ba ignored.

this advertisement. Mob. Name of work: Lipkeeping of running room
+01 9711263602 al Talanagar (TATA) for Y30 days. Tender
Value: T 2 61,13,071.50. E.M.D.:

PUBLIC NOTICE ¢ 2.80,600, Cost of Tender Form:
My clients VEENA W/O LATE SH. 10,000. Place of opening of e-tender:
RAJ SINGH R/O  WP-602, Office of the Sr. DEE (OP VChakradhampar,

WAZIRPUR VILLAGE ASHOK
VIHAR, DELHI-110052 have severed
off all their relations with their son VIPIN
aged 35 and their daughter in law
SUJATA W/O SH. VIPIN. My client
have debarred them from all their
movable/immovable properties. Anybody
dealing with them or dealt with them
regarding any matter shall have his/her/
their own responsibility.

South Eastern Rallway, Date and time of
cloging of tender: 15.00 hrs. ol
21.11.2024. Date and time of opening of
tender: 1530 hrs, of 21.11 2024, Tender
can be viewed al ‘websifa
https ihwwew_ lreps gov.in. The tenderer!
biccher mast have Class-ll digital signalume
Sd/y certificate & must be registered under
RAJ KUMAR g ;
Advocate IREFS partal. Only registered tenderar
Enroll. No - D/2611/2017 bidder can paricipate on e-tendering. All
RU-382, Pitam Pura, Delhi-110088 :
redevant paper musi be uploaded at the
time of parlkcipating In e-tendering
[FR-TSE)

PUBLIC NOTICE
It 15 inlarméd 1 The peséral public st

3. E. RAILWAY — TENDER

We Chander Mohan Singts 2o Lake Sh
M, P Smgla asd Sonia Singls wio 5
Chessder Mohan:Singta. Ro 457 Geound
Floar, Sechor 23, Gate No 3, Sector 23
238, F: Palam Vihar, Dibagt: Gurgaon
Haryang, heeby daoen and disnhent
my 50 daryae Mokan Siegla dee to
thir aggresshe behasior from my
miyate and imanguah ke prnpsrty, That i
anybady will desl with my-son Aanen
Mohan Singha beswilldasonm hisherown
risk and responsibility and &3 ammne
frm me or mey Tamily will b responsible
far amyact dong

Himanshu Gupla [Advocate)

Sy. DEE{E), South Eastarm Hathway, Adra
for & on behalf of the President of India,
invites E-tender for Electrical work, as
per details mentoned here under: Tender
Notice No.: Elect-G-ADA-2024-31, did.
30.10.2024. Description of work:
Eleclrical work for Provision af On Grid
raof top salar plant at Residential
Building, Station Building and Servica
Building at various locations of Adra
Divizion. Tender Value: ¥ 23,47 71,448,
The closing date and time of e-tenders
are on 29,11.2024 at 12.00 hrs, and
opening of tenders will be done on
29.11.2024 after 12.30 hrs. Datails of
the abova a-lander may plaase be sean
at website wwiaLireps.gov.in (PR-T5T)

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to venfy its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever,

LOST & FOUND

Lost,original property paper of
property-77,Block-1, Pocket-
4,Sector-16, Rohini,Delhiin
name of Anil Kumar Rathore,
R/0-2668-69, Mahavir Bazar,
Teliwara, Sadar Bazar, Delhi-
110006.

0040756760-9

Lost,original conveyance
deed,gift deed, previous buyer
documents of property-43,
Railvihar, Pitampura,Delhiin
name of Vikas Pruthi,R/0-12,
Pocket-16, Sector-20, Rohini
Delhi-110086.

0040756760-10

COURT NOTICE

STATE CONSUMER
DISPUTES REDRESSSAL
COMMISSION

‘A’ BLOCK 1ST FLOOR,
VIKAS BHAWAN, L.P. ESTATE,
NEW DELHI-110002

NO.FA-340/24/3259
DATED 21/10/2024
In the matter of :
HARPREET SINGH TAKKAR
Vs.
ANJANA MAHESHWARI

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tendor Motice

Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement System
Principal Chief Materiats Manager, Morham Raihway, Mew Delhi-110001 for and on
bahalf of tha Prasident of India, invites e-tanders throwgh e-procuremant system for
S prgadyt ol e Taall oarineg dlg s -

&r.| Tender ; | Closing
No. No. Brief Description City. Date

01| 02241353 | Carbon Brush FerHitachi TM Type E;;i:;] o5 11,2024
D,E; 02241425 | Electronic Reciifier Cum Fegulating Undt :ﬁ: 02 12 5024

03| 07240134€ | Water Tank Assembly 248 Nos |02 12 2024
0 | 08242306 | Auxiliary Resan/oir Suspension 30532 Mos |02 12.2024
us% O7zanngy | Brake Block Hanges (Modified Design) fhf-;l::“i; |18.12.2024
0E | 07r41111 | Alternate Equalising Stay (Forged Typa) Er':?g A 12 A4

| s |

Hote: 1, Vendors may visit the IREPS website i 8. www. Ireps . gov.in for =

delalls, 2, Mo manual offes will be enteriained, :

Tender Notice No. BRI2024-25 Dated: 01.11.2024 338712024

Sarving Customers With A Smiile
Model Hospital Bapunagar
i .
Employees’ State Insurance CurPnratlnn
(Ministry of Labour & Employment. Govt, of India)
Mear Hardasnagar Police Chowky, Ahmedabad-24

{150 96 15 Certifled) Phone: 079-227T2587
Website; www.esic nic.in, waw.esic.in » Emadl; ms-bapunagar,gj@esic,nic.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

#i Ay At 5

S.LC

Medical superintendent (I/C) has invited open E-Tender through &
procurement portal  hitps:/ /eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app

under two bid systems from Public Sector Undertaking (PSUs) set up
by Central/State Government to carry out civil and electrical works or
any other Central/State Government Organization/PSUs notified by
MalUD to carry out ARMO Works and Special Repair works of
Maodel Hospital Bapunagar, Ahmedabad and Mursing School, D-34
Dispensary on centage charge basis.

Tender submission

Place Date & Time

SN

ILNoor Ahmad,S/o0 Nazar
Ahmed,R/0 H-5 DDA-Flats
Turkman Gate Delhi-110006,
have changed my name to
NOOR AHMED Permanently

0040756760-3

1. ANJANA MAHESHWARI
W/O SHRI YOGESH
MAHESHWARI, 18,
RAJDHANI NIKUNJ, 94, 1.P.
EXTENSION DELHI-110092

Whereas an appeal/complaint
against you (Copy Enclosed) has
been made to this Commission for
adjudication. You are hereby
summoned to appear in this
Commission in person or by a
pleader or an authorized agent duly
instructed and able to answer all the
material question in relation to the
appeal/complaint on 26/11/2024 at
10:30 a.m. sharp.
You are further directed to file
complete reply of your defense on
the aforesaid date and take note that
default of your appearance on the
said date the matter will be heard
and determined in your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal

of this Commission on this

21/10/2024

Sd/-
Seal REGISTRAR
STATE COMMISSION

01

ESIC Model Hospital Bapunagar,
Ahmedabad and MNursing
School, D-34 Dispensary,
Khokhra, Ahemdabad ARMO
Works (Civil / Electrical)

= from 24.10.2024 01:00
PM to 16.11.2024 up to
1.00PM

» Technical bid opening
18.11.2024 at 01:00 PM

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

—

SH R S RATHORE, DC
22.02.1948 - 02.11.1990

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember

iy

today their brave comrade, who made
supreme sacrifice while fighting militants
in Moreh (Manipur)

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

CT

tod
sup

g

JAMIR HUSSAIN

05.12.1970 - 02.11.1990
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember

ay their brave comrade, who made
reme sacrifice while fighting militants

in Moreh (Manipur)

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

sup

f-g

ol

CT VEER SINGH
10.10.1970 - 02.11.1990

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember
today their brave comrade, who made

reme sacrifice while fighting militants

in Moreh(Manipur)

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

‘-.-
l! EH

CT RAJBIR SINGH YADAV
10.08.1965 - 02.11.1990

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember
today their brave comrade, who made
supreme sacrifice while fighting militants
in Moreh (Manipur)

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

tod

9

di"

~/

tod

Q

CT RAJ KUMAR
20.07.1969 - 02.11.1990

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember

ay their brave comrade, who made

supreme sacrifice while fighting militants
in Moreh (Manipur)

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

CT DILBAG SINGH
01.01.1968 - 02.11.1998

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember

ay their brave comrade, who made

supreme sacrifice in counterpart firing in
Samba (Jammu)

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

NK KARTAR CHAND
02.11.1951 - 02.11.1990

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember

A

s —

-

today their brave comrade,who made
supreme sacrifice while fighting militants
in Moreh (Manipur)

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

CT SOLANKI CHHANA BHAI
01.06.1966 - 02.11.2000

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember
today their brave comrade,who made
supreme sacrifice in counter part firing in
Naugam (J&K).

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

tod

N

v.:,

SI H S SRINIWASAN
10.06.1954 - 02.11.2005

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember

ay their brave comrade, who made

supreme sacrifice while fighting militants
in Sopore (J&K)

tod
sup

B

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

CT TAPAN MANDAL
10.05.1992 - 02.11.2017

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember

ay their brave comrade, who made
reme sacrifice in counterpart firing in

area of BOP Manguchak (Jammu)

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Lt Col S SRana, Ashok Chakra
| In proud memory of Lt Col S SRana, AC (3 BIHAR)

who made the supreme sacrifice in the finest traditions
of the Indian Army on 2 Nov 1996, in Kupwara.
Leading his troops from the front, in a gallant and
swift strike, he destroyed a series of well fortified bunkers
which contained a large quantity of explosives, arms
and ammunition and killed all the militants in them,
with utter disregard for his personal safety. We, the
fraternity of VeerBiharis salute him.
The Bihar Regiment Association
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
2 November 2007

Shaheed SI Shaheed
Navin Chand HC/Ftr
50-BN P N. Tiwari
15-12-1953 To 50-BN
02-11-2007 05-10-1972 To
02-11-2007
i . Shaheed Head Shaheed
Constable HC/Dvr
A. D. Barma Anil Kumar
50-BN Rai
10-06-1969 To 50-BN
02-11-2007 25-01-1967 To
02-11-2007
Shaheed Shaheed
Constable Constable
Sahadev Prashantha
Chandra Roy Bora
— 50-BN 50-BN
16-05-1973 To 1 01-07-1988 To
02-11-2007 J— 02-11-2007

On 2nd November 2007, troops of the 50th Battalion, CRPE were en
route to their company location in Umrangso, North Cachar Hills district, to
launch an operation against insurgents. Near village Landring, insurgents
ambushed them, trapping one vehicle in the killing zone. Undeterred
by heavy fire, the troops deboarded and mounted a fierce counter-attack,
forcing the insurgents to abandon their stronghold. In this intense
encounter, six brave CRPF troopers attained martyrdom, displaying
unparalleled valor and courage.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
2 November 1997

Shaheed ) O\ .
Constable During anti-insurgency operations

J. Valasalan in Manipur, the 77th Battalion of
77.BN CRPF faced a fierce ambush on
25-05-1969 To 2nd November 1997. Shaheed
02-11-1997 Constable J. Valasalan led a

valiant counter-attack, advancing
fearlessly against the entrenched
insurgents. His bold assault inflicted significant losses on the enemy, but
he sustained severe injuries in the process. Despite his wounds, he
fought courageously until he attained martyrdom. His supreme sacrifice
stands as a testament to his bravery and dedication.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
1 November 1997

Shaheed Head Shaheed
Constable Constable
Mohd Moiz Ayodhya
133-BN Prasad Singh
' 04-03-1954 To [* . 133-BN
01-11-1997 | > 12-12-1950 To

% =g 01-11-1997

Shaheed L/Nk Shaheed L/Nk

Damu Tudu Bimal Dev
133-BN Barma
10-01-1956 To 133-BN
01-11-1997 06-06-1965 To
01-11-1997
Shaheed L/Nk Shaheed
Sunil Kumar Constable
133-BN Jagbir Singh
18-04-1964 To 133-BN
01-11-1997 08-10-1962 To
01-11-1997
Shaheed Shaheed
Constable Constable
Zahid Khan U. S. Mishal
133-BN 133-BN
10-12-1965 To 17-05-1972 To
A+ 01-11-1997 ~  01-11-1997
. ¥ '
Shaheed Shaheed
Constable Constable
Amersh Anil Kumar
Choudhary Kapri
133-BN 133-BN
' 15-05-1972 To - 21-12-1975 To
f.. 01-11-1997 01-11-1997

On 1st

November 1997, 133 Battalion of CRPF was deployed in Senapati dis-
trict, Manipur, for anti-insurgency operations. During a mission, the
troops were ambushed by insurgents entrenched behind fortified positions.
Despite the challenging terrain, the CRPF launched a fierce counter-
attack, advancing with relentless determination. In the ensuing gun-
fight, both sides sustained injuries. Undeterred, the CRPF troops
pressed on, ultimately forcing the insurgents to retreat with their
wounded. Although the injured were evacuated, ten bravehearts succumbed
to their injuries, attaining martyrdom in the line of duty.

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

HC ASRAF K
15.11.1967 - 02.11.2006

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember
today their brave comrade, who made
supreme sacrifice while fighting militants
in Pantha Chowk (J&K)

NORTHERN RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE

Dy.CETEIC/PS/MNDLE, Morthern Railway, Mew Defhi for and on bahalf of the Presidant

of Ingdia inviles open - lender (5

inggle Packel System) Tor the following wark, -

02

ESIC Model Hospital Bapunagar,
Ahmedabad and MNursing
School, D-34 Dispensary,
Khokhra, Ahemdabad Special
Repair works (Civil /
Electrical)

« from 24.10.2024 03:00
PM to 16.11.2024 up to
03.00 PM

« Technical bid opening
18.11,2024 at 03:00 PM

1] Hame of work & Place
Communlcation Sysiem ms

01 Year Annwal Maintenance Contract of Byle
talled in CACNG office, K, Gabe, Delhl. (Only OEM or |

authorized dealarof OEM s eligible for this tendear),

2 | Completion period

12 montha from the date of isgwe of LOA

3 | Approx, cost

Rs. 282 971/-&pprox;

4 | Earnest money amount
5

Salelavailability of tender

Ra, 5700 (Rupses Flve Thousand Seven Hundred

anly} (Will be deposited onfine ondy)

T A S TTIEATPTR S FF S A e =" =y

document on Rily. Website: Tender documsants waill

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
2 November 1992

Shaheed Naik Shaheed
S. Sivadasan Constable
64-BN Sukhdev
10-04-1951 To Singh
02-11-1992 64-BN
04-01-1971 To
; Ly 02-11-1992

To secure the supply lines in Tripura, the 64th Battalion of CRPF was
tasked with sanitizing the National Highway. On 2nd November 1992,
during a road-opening patrol, troops were ambushed by insurgents who
opened heavy fire. Despite the enemy’s tactical advantage from a hilltop
position, the CRPF troops responded swiftly, counter-attacking with
resolve and forcing the insurgents to retreat. In this courageous stand,
Shaheed Nk S. Sivadasan and Shaheed Constable Sukhdev Singh sus-
tained severe injuries while fighting from the front. Undeterred, they
continued to engage the insurgents, supporting their comrades and
ultimately routing the attackers. Their valor and sacrifice remain a
source of immense pride for the Force.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
1 November 1991

For further details, Interested bidders may visit

www.esic.nic.in/tenders, https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.
Further notification / updates, if any, will be available on the

websites only.

Place : Ahemdabad Medical Superintendent (I/C)

be avaifable on IRERPS weab sile ie
L2, 11 2023 ugta 17,30 hes,

werwiraps.govin from 02112024 1o

Last data/Time of upload of enders: Tender documents can be uploadad By the
tendarer on |IREFS website we §, 08,11, 2024 to 22 11,2024 upio 11,30 howrs

Diate of opening of tender 1 Feendes will be opened on 22 11,2024 at 11,30 hoars

No, 570-5ig-C-PS-AMC-Byte-24 Dated:-01,11.2024

1 SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

PUBLIC NOTICE

I,Narender Kumar,S/0 Hotu Ram
R/0,C-1526,4th Floor,Sushant
Lok Phase-
1,Gurgaon(Haryana),have
changed my name to Narender
Kumar Ahuja. 0040756762-2

ILMINAKSHI W/O-BHARAT
BHUSHAN KAPOOR,R/O F-
21,NEAR NANKI BAI
GURUDWARA.SIKKA COLONY,
SONIPAT, HARYANA-
131001.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MEENAKSHI KAPOOR.

0040756735-1

I, Kathleen Dorairaj DSilva W/O
Franklin Dorairaj R/0 293 Arun
Vihar, Sec-28,Noida Gautam
Budh Nagar UP-201303, have
changed my name to Kathleen
Dorairaj for all future purposes

0070932984-1

| Sata Ram S/0 Mobata Ram R/0
Sesawa, Po-Duthwa, Dist-Jalor,
Rajasthan-343041, have
changed my name to Satish
Kumar

0070933004-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby
informed that my client Prem
Chand S/o Sohan Pal R/o S-
4/92, Old Mahabir Nagar, New
Delhi. My client has disowned
and debarred his daughter
Smt. Arti W/o Sh. Pankaj from
his movable and immovable
properties. Anybody dealing
with debarred person shall do

at their own risk and
responsibilities and my client
will not be responsible for the
same.

Sd/-B.B.N.Deo, Advocate
S.R.lInd,B Coumpus, Janak Puri,New Delhi-58

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that I, Poonam Chandhok
W/O Dinesh Soni owner of C-5/11,
Lawrence Road, Keshav Puram, Delhi-
110035, has applied for certified paper of the
aforesaid flat such as original DDA
Allotment cum Demand Letter has been lost.
File  No.F-26(477)74/HB. An  FIR
(LR.N0.2261039/2024) to this effect has
been lodged in the police station crime
branch Delhi on dated 01/11/2024. Any
person claiming any right, intrest, having any
objection or found in possession of original
documents may write/contact with the above
named person at above address/Phone
No0.9891331971. Dy. Director (LAB)
Housing or Director (Housing). DDA Office
Vikas Sadan. New Delhi, within 15 days
from the date of publication of this notice.

Online Tender Document for M.P. Police

POLICE HEADQUARTER, M.P., BHOPAL

No. PHQ/15/GPC/5789-1 /2024 Bhopal,

“ONLINE TENDER NOTICE”

Online tender are invited by Assistant Inspector General of Police (Provisioning) Police Head Quarter, Bhopal on behalf of DGP MP Bhopal

for Furniture Items on website https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app
I

Dated 23/10/2024

Sr. Name of Item Quantity EMD Paid Online Through | Tender Fees |
mptenders.gov.in (Rs.)
1 | Three seater steel bench | 180 Nos 17,2801- | 2,000/-
2 |Executive Table | 250 Nos 75,000/- | 3,000/- |
| Toatal 92,280 | 5,000/- |

TENDER NOTICE No :
25/26/81G Date: 2B-10-2024 5r
DSTENadodara acting for and on behalf of
The Presidant of India imites E- Tenders
against Tender MWo. SandT_BRC 24.
25 25 516, Bigders will be able to submi
therronginal ! revesed bids up to closing date
and firme only, Manwes! offars are not allowad
against this tendar, and any such manual
offer received shall be ignored. [1) Mame of
the work with its location ; Par supply of
materials, Design of circurts, laying of

J3B9v20ed

WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION

SIGNAL & TELECOM WORK
S&T/IBRCI24-

Cssl:slzeb:le On 1st November 1.991, while
Ravinder fleploy.ed for anti-terrorist operations
Singh in Srinagar,the 77 Battalion of
77-BN CRPF was ambushed near the

Hazratbal area. Terrorists opened
indiscriminate fire from within res-
idential buildings. The CRPF
troops swiftly retaliated, advancing towards the attackers, who fled
through narrow lanes, taking advantage of the terrain. During the
assault, Shaheed Constable Ravinder Singh, leading from the front,
was critically injured by a grenade. Despite his injuries, he valiantly
pressed on, displaying remarkable courage. He later succumbed to his
wounds, attaining martyrdom in the line of duty.

06-05-1964 To
A 01-11-1991

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE

Assistant Commandant

Ashok Kumar Rana

ITBP salutes its braveheart Assistant Commandant
Ashok Kumar Rana of 19th Battalion, who made the
supreme sacrifice in the line of duty on this day in
J&K in 1998.
i. Resident of : 3374, Sector-A/B, Vasant Kunj (New
“ Delhi)

cables, digging, trenching, laying of cables,

1. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is non refundable and cannot be exempted in any condition &must submit online through website

https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

i

4. Critical Date Sheet:

Tender document can be download from the website of MP Police (www.mppolice.gov.in)
Bids shall be submitted online only at MP Tenders website: https:/mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

instaliation, testing and commissianing of
ELB inchuding indoor and autdoor work for
Interocking of LC gate No27 betwaen
Dabho-Chhuchapura. m connection with
the work of "DB-CCP Section: Inferlocking of
LC gate Mo, 27" of Vadodara Division (2)
Approx. cost of the work ; T52 62 286 61
{3) Earnest Money to be deposit :
1,85 300,00 (4) Date & time for

submission of e-tender and opening of e-

[ Published Date [ 23/10/2024 Time 18:00 PM
| Bid Document Download Start Date | 24/10/2024 Time 12:00 PM
I Pre Bid Meeting Date i 29/10/2024 Time 12:00 PM
i Bid Submission Start Date [ 06/11/2024 Time 11:00 PM
I Bid Submission End Date i 12/11/2024 Time 14:00 PM
| Bid Opening Date i 13/11/2024 Time 16:00 PM

5. Intending Bidders are advised to visit this website regularly till closing date of submission to keep themselves updated as any change/

modification in the tender will be intimated through this website only by corrigendum/addendum/ amendment.

6. Bids will be opened as per date/time as mentioned in the Tender Critical Date Sheet. After online opening of Technical-Bid the results

of their qualification as well Price- Bid opening will be intimated later.

G-18339/24

Sd/-
(Sandeep Dixit)
A.LG. (Provisioning)

tender : 21112024 @ 15:00 Hours and
21112024 i@ 15:30 Houwrs. (5) Web side
particulars and notice for location where
complete details can be seen etc :
hitp-itwany ireps gowvin Senior Divisional
Signal & Telecommunicalion Enginear, 2nd
Floor-Annex Building, DRM's Office, Western
Haitway, Pratapnagar, Vadodara-390 004
Wab side ; htip:{'www ireps govin 213

Like us on: K3 facebook.comWesternRly

R The Brihanmumbai Electrie
I{\é} Supply & Transport Undertaking
BEST (OF THE ERIHANMUMBAI MAHANAGARPALIFA)

TENDER NOTICE

E-tenders are invited for the supply of following items.
(1) 79439 - Installation, Testing & Commissioning of LED Flood/

Integral Lantern, (2) 79444 Purchase of 1Cx25 Sg.mm
Aluminium Conductor Cables in various colours,

{3) 79314, (4) 79337 (Corrigendum), (5) 78103.

MNote: For more details, log on to
website https://mahatenders.gov.in

PRO/DMM/79/2024

GENERAL MANAGER

Join EREE Wil tsapp Channel https://whatsappieoil/chlllne/0029van2vrbsRETOREESEGIE™ Il Woin FREE Telegram Channel https://8mel-8 lBenHpQdnioDg1
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CROSSWORD 5511

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

il —

WHAT DOES "THE

1
.

GRAND SCHEME
OF THINGS® SaY
ABOUT THE

| ..THERE WILL ALSO BE FLYING . - ,
, TRALTOR-TRAILERS, BUSES, | AFLYING  WITH THE LAWS OF
THERE WILLBE AND LOTS OF AUTONOMOUS CEMOUITION GRAVITY STILL IN
FLYING CARS FLYING VEHICLES OF DUBIOUS | DERBY. EFFELT
.-eVENTUALLY., . RELABILITY, / /

e e TR T T TR P e e e g™ N SN TIIT | i N —

)
i =

oM GET SoME | T THOUGHT AND Do AL TURT WORK 7/P

WOWT INVENTING A ROBOT BE

ACROSS DOWN

10Ild saw that'slostitscutting 1 Contending successfully with
edge (6) acourse of masonry (6)

4 Right to support monarch(6) 2 Camouflage paint is out of
90ld Egyptian gamblinggame, ~Place(5)

it'ssaid (7) 3 Whattodoif she’s cold? (7)
10 Imprisons many for a long 5 Accountant taken in by
time (5) traveller’s summary (5)

11 Record score (5) 6 Show age in a symptom of
12 Substitute one fabricwith ~ exhaustion(7)

another (7) 7 Possibly resort a duty list (6)

13 Fit to take possession (11)

18 Protected from shock but
still broken-hearted (7)

20 Very bright Roman figures

8 Qualified corn dealer? (11)
14 Show a harbour light (7)

15 Such an argument can be
inadvisable if baseless (7)

(5) 16 Storm centre in domestic
22 A measure of the gold service (6)
standard (5) 17 New deed includes it when

23 A betrayal that will pack the
theatre (4-3)

24 Soul mate of Eros (6)
25 King of fitted wardrobes (6)

revised (6)
19 Outcome of shell bursts (5)

21 Orsino’s favourite musical
instrument (5)

Solutions Crossword 5509 Across: 1Evens, 8 Negative, 9 Fiend, 10 Gradient, 11
Unite, 12 Ago, 16 Ascend, 17 Falter, 18 Oaf, 23 Agent, 24 Alfresco, 25 Tamil,

26 Provided, 27 Strew Down: 2 Vainness, 3 Nineties, 4 Red rag, 5 Handy, 6 Mined,
7 Testy, 12 Ado, 13 Off, 14 Flagrant, 15 Meantime, 19 Archer, 20 Warps,

21 Afoot, 22 Felix

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

Children see things very well sometimes -and___even better. - Lorraine Hansberry

(9)
A1qsuey

QUIBLIOT - 19339q UIA SISI[EIPI PUE - SIWITIILOS [[9M AI9A SSUIY) 39S UIP[IYD) :JoMSUY
ANADSY “10¥14d ‘SNINY ‘AAIVM -uonnjos

VWAEI EOPRLT
NRUIS DANCES

MOM WANTS ME
O MAKE M BED,
COME WELP ME, oe?

\jmaz: 4

2 1954 Yrharon Defrinued by Andreees Mok e Symccetion

FENCILS, AND | WE WERE NO, WE'RE GOING TO INVENT | MORE WORK, THAN 'r"'-h'FJ.HEr

Tl GET SOME | MAKING THE | A ROBOT TO MAKE T™E BED | THE BED? £

RIS PAPER ! BED FOR us ! TS ONLY WORK
IF SoMERODY

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
every digitfrom1to 9
must appearin each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;

6s =Genius

SUDOKU 5762

ARE YOU WORRIED
ABOUT MOVING TO A
_BRAND-NEW PLACE?

T

... WHERE EVERYONE
THEKE IS FRIENDS WITH
ONE ANOTHER AND
YOU'RE THE WEIRDO

T-dk

WELL, | AM
M.‘JH"

o P L TR L0

"NEW KID"?

{0804 vy Narh Runvicd Bpndinln in Wosd sphin ssarval

o
619 45 R [4]5/1][832]76]9
2|67 S e olsl5 4 7[23]1

7 6 = 2/3/7|9/6[(1]4|5!8

41 83 a |512[49/8[/6/7 3

o B|3/7[4]2/1]|6[0(8]5

65 04 Z 8/6/9|7 5/3]1\4|2

> 5 2 [9786[17/5[372]4
51110 > |745]3209/816

12 3|6 84|59 7
4(3/2/8|7 2

DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

One powerful Recent events may
planetary aspect have made you
follows another. aware that certain
Right now there's commitments and

anintense solar alignment
coming up, so expect storms.
The disruption in your energy

obligations must change. You
may already have decided that
specific promises should

pattern at such times always never have been made.
makes other people slightly Perhaps items of personal
erraticand you may have a property may have to be off-

great deal to put up with.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

O

loaded. And perhaps for good.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

@ Everything should

Your travel stars are

still strong, so be moving this

there’s good luckin weekend. For one
storeif you are thing,itlooks asifa
planning to get away. foreign connection or travel

However, you may decide that
you'd rather stay at home,
afterall! Can this be arranged?
If so, please make sure that
partners are happy with the

arrangement should be
completed, finalised or
terminated. For another, you're
entering a new professional
phase. You'll know next steps.

new plans.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec22)
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) Mars’ impact on the
Jupiter’s celestial workand
patterns are truly professional angle
delightful and, by of your solar chart s
rights, you ought to bound to keep you busy.

be celebrating your good
fortune. However, those of you
who are blind to your benefits
and advantages may leta
marvellous opportunity slip

However, don’t stick to your
normal routine. Make a break
with tradition and you'll
discover just how easy life can
be. An ambition is now

through your fingers. Keep a attainable.
clear head.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
CANCER (June 22 - July 23) Hopefully you will
You should keep yourselfin
continue to take check at this
extra care when turbulent time.
travellingand allow  Normally in such

for delays. Lunar alignments
are raising the prospect of

circumstances I'd advise you
to make sure that your head

mistakes and rules your heart, but the

misunderstandings and situation now seems too

advising you to check the complex for such simple
small print. advice.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Mercury’s witty Partners and friends
wanderings in your certainly seem to be
chartare ina stroppy mood.
maintained fora There is noreason,

little while longer, and helping
you to stay one step ahead of
the field in terms of your ideas
and proposals. However, [ don’'t
think you can escape today’s
general undercurrent of

though, why this shouldn’t be
one of the most rewarding and
exciting periods you have ever
experienced. But think about
this, are they dissatisfied
because you have ignored their

unreason. feelings?

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Certainty alternates With the Moon as
with uncertainty, sensitively
and what takes place influenced asitis
over the next few today, you must

make culture, leisure,
pleasure, romance, fun and
relaxation your priorities.
Contacts with younger
relatives should improve.
Young-at-heart Pisceans
will thrive.

days will shake up yourideas.
You may also be enabled to
make up lost ground. A social
engagement may be affected by
what can only be described as
mysterious or inexplicable
developments.

(GOVERNMENT OF BIHAR)
DIRECTORATE OF AGRICULTURE

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

to 2 years starting from Rabi 2024-25,

Hybrid Maize Seed production are eligible to apply.
For applying

website http

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

ROOM MNO. 322, Krishi Bhawan, Mithapur, Patna-800001
Email- diragri-bih@nic.in Phone-0612-2215855

Department of Agriculture, Government of Bihar invites application for
selection of agency \ agencies to Grow Parental Lines of Hybrid Maize Seed
as well as to conduct varietal trial on the land parcel of selected

Government Seed Multiplication Farms for 3 years period, extendable up
Registered Seed Companies with minimum of 2 years experience in

the same 2 bid system i.e. Separate technical bid and
financial bid will have to be submitted to Director Agriculture, Bihar.

Eligible and interested firms/organizations may refer to departmental
s:/fstate.bihar.gov.inf/Krishi/CitizenHome.html for further

details.
PH-0612-2215895

PR. No. D11877 (Agriculture) 2024-25

(NITIN KUMAR SINGH )
DIRECTOR AGRICULTURE, BIHAR

This information is available on website www.state.bihar.gov.in

rdbihar also
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CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF ADVANCED COMPUTING (C-DAC)

e

- b
e
i

" JOINUS&
FLY HIGH

Post -
Scientist B

e

Pay Level in Matrix -
Level 10 (56100 -177500)

Continuing Contract posts on Payscale |

.'\-

itial Posting : Bengaluru, Delhi, Pune, Hyderabad

MNo. of Posts / Reservation

22(UR-11,5T-1,0BC (NCL) -4, EW5

-6)|
J

st date for online application : 30th day starting from the date of
cpublication of advertisement in Employment News.

Q[

J" L2 L
Advancing Technology for National Development

FOR DETAILED ADVERTISEMENT AND FOR APPLYING
VISIT “CAREER" PAGE OF www.cdac.in

CORPORATE HRD

WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION

CONSTRUCTION OF FOOT OVER BRIDGE
e-TENDER NOTICE NO.DRM-BRC 096 OF
2024-25 Sealed Tendears for and on behall of
the Prasident of India are invited by
Divisional Raiway Manager (WA/C).
Weslemn Raitway, Pralapnagar, Vadodara-
390 004 for the following works. Tender No
1 DRMBRC 035 of 2024-25. Name of Work :
samiaya - Construction of Foot Ower Bridge
al Samlaya Stabon under Sr DEN (East),
Approximate cost of the work (in Rs.) ;
T6.68,2T7 025,94 Bid Security to be
deposited (In Rs.) : 75,84, 100.00 Date and
time for submission of tender and
opening of tender : Tender is to be
submitied on 19.11.2024 before 15.00 Hrs,
& 15 1o be opened on same date af 15,30
Hrs. Web side particulars and notice for
location where complete details can be
seen & Address of the office from where

the tender form can be purchased :
Divisional Railway Manager (WAC Western
Railway Pratapnagar. Vadodara-1 Web site
WWWINeps. govin 214
Like us on; [ facebook com/WasternRly

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

| 23.10.2024(Wednesday)

_ .i,"”“w fEd IRAE ST W8I, 3 R 98 faeei-110029

R ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, ANSARI NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110029 %
TS STIHRT, EXAMINATION SECTION
AT GOl h¥iek. 141,2024, Admission Notice No. 141/2024

| AIIMS, NEW DELHI-FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME-JANUARY 2025 session

All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi invites Online applications for
Entrance Examination through online (CBT) mode for admission in Fellowship
Programme, January, 2025 session. The details are given below:

Date for Online Registration of applications

Registration Opens on |

| 06.11.2024 (Wednesday) (upto 5:00 PM.)

Registration closes on

Date of Entrance Examination

30.11.2024 (Saturday) | 10:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M.

Important: For Prospectus, detailed information etc. please visit the website
www.aiimsexams.ac.in. All applicants are required to visit the website regularly since all
subsequent corrigendum/ addendum/updates will be uploaded on the website only.

'? f A ASSISTANT CONTROLLER (EXAMS)
< fff!‘l’J CBC-17112/11/43/2425

"IMPORTANT"

TENDER CALL NOTICE
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, PRANANATH

COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS) KHORDHA

CAD-1506
No.:19152904/2024-25/OHEPEE/03/ DATE: 30.10.2024

Sealed tender are invited from registered firms/ agencies/
suppliers with up to date VAT/GST clearance certificates to
supply and install “FURNITURE IN 500 SEATED
LECTURE HALL”. The detail terms and conditions,
guidelines, etc. are available and can be downloaded from
the college website www.pnautonomouscollege.in. The
sealed envelope containing the tenders in the prescribed
format super scribed on the top of the envelope
“FURNITURE IN 500 SEATED LECTURE HALL”
should reach the office of the undersigned on or before
19/11/2024 by 05.00PM through registered/Speed post only.
The undersigned reverses the right to reject or cancel any
or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof and the
authority will not be held responsible for any postal delay.
Sd./Principal

Prananath College (Autonomous), Khordha

OIPR- 11127/11/0008/2425

F.No.A.12043/2/2024-Admin.I

THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH

regular posts in NIHFW:

The National Institute of Health and Family Welfare, an autonomous Institute under the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, is an apex technical Institute for promoting health
and family welfare programmes in the country through Education and Training, Research and
Evaluation, Consultancy, Advisory and Specialized Services.

Applications are invited by the Director, NIHFW from the citizens of India for following

AND FAMILY WELFARE
Baba Gangnath Marg, Munirka, New Delhi-110067

VACANCY NOTICE

SI | Name of Post | Pay Matrix Level A= No. of | Category Method of
No. post(s) Recruitment
1 [Professor |Academic Pay Level- 01 UR | Direct
(Epidemiology) 14 Rs. 1,44,200/- to recruitment
[Medical] Rs. 2,18,200/- + NPA failing which by
Deputation
2 |Reader |Academic Pay Level-| 01 UR Direct
(Community Health |12 (Rs. 79,800/- Rs.
Administration) 2,11,500/-) .

For Application Form & other details including Hindi version of this advisement, please visit
Institute’s website: www.nihfw.ac.in. Last date of receiving of Application is 2 weeks from

CBC-17153/11/0002/2425

the date of publication of Advertisement in the Employment News.

Director, NIHFW

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr.PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Vijender @ Bala, S/o Lt. Sh. Bhagwan Singh Rio H.Ne.
J-135, Vijay Vihar, Ph-1, Delhi has committed {or is suspected
to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.128/2019 u/s 33
Delhi Excise Act, P.5. Vijay Vihar, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Vijender @ Bala cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said aceused Vijender
(@ Bala has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant).

Preclamation is hereby made that the said accused Vijender @
Bala of FIR No.128/2019 u/s 33 Delhi Excise Act, P.S. Vijay
Vihar, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer
the said complaint on or before 18.12.2024. By Order,

Sh. Navdeep Gupta

Judicial Magistrate First Class
Room No. 109, Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/14471/RD/2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section 2 Cr, P.C,

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused person
Ashu@Ghoda S'o Rakesh Kumar, Rfa H. No. C-533, JJ Colony,
Madipur, Delhi has Committed (or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in a FIR No. 92/2019 W/s 356/379 IPC at PS Janakpuri,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of amest thereupon
issued that the said Ashu@Ghoda cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown 1o my satisfaction that the said Ashu@Ghoda has
absconded (or is concealing themselves to avoid the service of the
said warrant},

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Ashu@Ghoda
of FIR No, 92/2019 U/s 356/379 IPC at PS Janakpuri, Delhi is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on

or before 02.12.2024.
By order
Shri Harjot Singh Aujla
Judicial Magistrate First Class-11
South West District, Court No. 5,
Dwarka Courts, New Delhi

DP/14434/WD/2024(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

see Section 82 CrPC
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person ANKIT S/o Satbir Rlo Village-Firojpur Bangar, Teh.-
Karkhoda, Distl.-Sonipat, Haryana, has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No.
25002/2019, Uls 379/411 IPC, P.S. Shahbad Dairy, Outer-
North Distt., Delhi, and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused ANKIT cannot
be found, and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused ANKIT has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant);
Proclamation is hereby made that the said ANKIT accused of
FIR No. 25002/2019, U/s 379/411 IPC, P.S. Shahbad Dairy,
Outer-North Distt., Delhi, is required to appear before this
Courtto answer the said complaint on or before 09.12.2024,
By Order
Sh. Sarthak Panwar
Metropolitan Magistrate -05 (North)
Court No.-114, 1st Floor,
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/14324/0N/2024
(Court Matter)

Join EREE Wil tsapp Channel https://whatsappieoil/chllne/0029van2vrsRETOREESEGIE™ I Woin FREE Telegram Channel hitps://imel-8 B enHpQdnioDg1
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SA looking to

sneak into W1C
Final after series
win over B’desh

r

/

Kagiso Rabada’s five-wicket haul
ensured a win for South Africa. File

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOVEMBER1

WHILE NEW ZEALAND are keen on maxing
the mathematical chance they have of qualify-
ing for the World Test Championship, India
needs at least 4 wins out of 6 Tests - including
at Mumbai - to keep other chasing teams at
bay.

However South Africa have entered the
ring climbing one spot in the points table, af-
terregistering an innings and 273 runs winin
the second Test against Bangladesh on
Thursday, their biggest victory in the history
of Test cricket. It pushes them to 4th spot,
with chances of shooting up even further.
With a points percentage of 54.17, the Proteas
went past Kiwis who are at 50 per cent.

India and Australia are perched at the top
with 62.82% (8 wins from 12 matches) and
62.50% (8 wins from 13 matches) respec-
tively. The Border Gavaskar series will be a
straight shoot-off, as India need 4 from 6
atleast, including the Mumbai Test and
Australia require 5 off 7 to seal the top spot.

New Zealand though will fancy their
chances, given Australia and India need to
fight each other off, and take points off each
other. But the Kiwis need to win in Mumbai
and whitewash England at home 3-0 to en-
tertain WTC hopes.

It's reminiscent of last time Black Caps
won the WTC in 2020/21. They had then
needed to beat West Indies and Pakistan in
four successive tests, reports NZ Herald, and
managed to make Finals where they beat
India at Southampton.

NZ head coach Gary Stead was quoted by
Herald as saying, “For the World Test
Championship itself, there’s no doubt that
one more win would certainly help us. I re-
member the first time we were in this situ-
ation, we had to win four tests on the bounce
and managed to."

However with South Africa whitewash-
ing Bangladesh away from home 2-0 at
Chattogram on Thursday, the Proteas have
steadily climbed to a points percentage of
54.17%.South Africa have never made the fi-
nal of WTC, but could be a surprise package
with a late charge. They take on Sri Lanka in
atwo-match Test series this November end,
and that is followed by two Tests against
Pakistan starting Boxing Day at home.

If South Africa win all four matches, they
will have pushed their points percentage
close to 70 almost while even three wins and
aloss will see them go past 60, and getinto a
threeway scuffle with India and Australia.

SriLanka are currently third with 55.56%
with 5 wins from 9 matches, but they have
lost all the other 4. They will need upsets
against South Africa on the road.

England have the most wins - 9 - in this
WTC cycle where they have played 19 Tests
(next best is India's13), but the Bazball era
slow over rates have meant England have
copped 19 deductions, pushing them to 6th.
Besides, they got hammered by Pakistan.

FIVE-FOR HERO

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

PLAYING TODAY

INDIA VS NEW ZEALAND
Third Test, Day 2: 9:30am, Sports 18 and Jio Cinema

Dusk-time drama, 10 wild minutes

Jaiswal’s ill-advised shot, Siraj’s brain fade, Kohli’s misjudged run combine to give New Zealand edge at end of play on Day 1

SANDIPG
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER1

DUSK BROUGHT drama to the Wankhede
Stadium. The evening was unfolding
smoothly for India—New Zealand bowled
out, Yashasvi Jaiswal and Shubman Gill bat-
ting without ado—when the script turned
awry, leaving the contest on a knife edge. In
the space of 10 wild minutes, Jaiswal reverse
swept to his doom, the night watchman
Mohammed Siraj survived alone ball, miser-
ably burned areview and Virat Kohli ran him-
self out for a non-existent single, the slinging,
sniper-eyed throw of Matt Henry stranding
him despite a full-stretch dive. From 78/1,
India stumbled to 86/4 in 11 balls.

The pendulum swing shocked the spec-
tators. Even after the players retreated to
the dressing room, they lingered on in dis-
belief, before they headed to the exit doors.
Three favourites of theirs had returned to
the pavilion. Even Ravindra Jadeja, when
asked about the meltdown, joked that he
didn’t have the time to process it. There was
a farcical nature to it.

Until that moment, Jaiswal was raising the
spirit of the crowd, batting with the maturity
of a veteran, dousing every possible danger
the surface and the bowlers threw up. And
then in a snap-of-the-moment misjudgment,
he picked a reverse sweep of all the tools in
his kit. It's one of his high-yield strokes, but
on a surface with turn and bounce, when
other strokes of his were working, when end-
of-play was encroaching, it was ill-advised.
Or even suicidal. He had watched through-
out the day how one wicket ushersin a clus-
ter. But when you are young and confident,
the mind is fertile for indiscretion.

So with just two overs to negotiate, he
strangely preempted the reverse sweep. He
telegraphed his design prematurely, hun-
kered down and switched his stance. Patel
just had to bowl it full and flat on his stumps.
Jaiswal missed and was bowled. Later, Jadeja
admitted such incidents happen in Test
cricket. “Chotta, motta galtiyom hota hain,
game mein sab hain,” he said.

Rather, suchincidents tend to be more fre-
quent when the batting group is struggling,
when their morale is shattered. A team that
has picked a habit of collapsing will find one
way or the other to collapse again. One that
could be fatal in Australia too. It has not snow-
balled to the 46 or 54/7 or 53/6 scale, but 6/3
has a throbbing potential to enlarge into an-
other crushing tale of self-destruction.

Drama intensified. Siraj walked inand was
trapped in front, first ball. It's only expected,
sometimes night watchmen don’t survive till
close of play. Ludicrous, though, was the re-
view he binned. The ball had hit his back-leg
inline with the off-stump. There was no edge
either. Still Siraj, ever DRS-eager, consulted
and walked back repenting his impulse.

Walked in Kohli, to the familiar delirium
that greets him around the world. Five balls to
stumps, he whipped Rachin Ravindra gor-
geously through midwicket for a four. The sort
of stroke that implies his emphatic mood. The
next ball, Kohli pushed to mid-on, saw an on-
rushing Matt Henry, but still scurried for the
run. A shrewd judge of singles, the over-keen-
ness toreach the non-striker’s end nipped his
latest shot at redemption. He underestimated
the power and accuracy of Henry as well as
the sacred truism—never challenge abowler’s
arm—and saw himself a few inches behind
the crease when the ball hit the base of the
stumps. As with the contagious nature of col-
lapses, batsmen swimming through rough
waters would find themselves new means to
get out. It was only the fourth time in 200 in-
nings that Kohli was run out.

The Kiwis burst into hysteria, at the slice
of luck they never expected. Three cheap
wickets in 11 balls on a surface with demons

=
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After a solid start, batting with the maturity of a veteran, Yashavsi Jaiswal lost his wicket playing a reverse sweep shotin a

snap-of-the-moment misjudgement to lose his wicket, which triggered the wild collapse.

Amit Chakravarty

- SCOREBOARD

INDIA vs NEW ZEALAND
WANKHEDE STADIUM, MUMBAI
Toss: New Zealand won, chose to bat

NEW ZEALAND:
T Latham b Washington 28 (44h,3x4)
D Conway lbw b Akash Deep 4 (11b,1x4)
W YoungcRohitbJadeja 71(138b, 4x4,2x6)
RRavindra b Washington 5(12b)
D Mitchell c Rohit b Washington

82 (129b, 3x4, 3x6)

T Blundell b Jadeja 0(3b)
G Phillips b Jadeja 17 (28b,1x4)
I Sodhilbw b Jadeja 7(19b,1x4)
MHenry b Jadeja 0(2b)
APatellbw b Washington 7 (16b, 1x6)
W O’Rourke not out 1(1b)
M Extras (b1,1b3,nb9) 13
M Total (all out; 65.4 overs) 235

M Bowling: Mohammed Siraj 6-0-16-0, Akash
Deep 5-0-22-1, Ravichandran Ashwin 14-0-47-
0, Washington Sundar 18.4-2-81-4, Ravindra
Jadeja 22-1-65-5.

INDIA:

Y Jaiswal b Patel 30(52b,4x4)
R Sharmac Latham b Henry 18 (18b, 3x4)
SGillnotout 23 (31b, 2x4,1x6)
M Sirajlbw b Patel 0(1b)
V Kohlirun out (Henry) 4 (6b,1x4)
RPantnotout 1(1b7)
M Extras (nb?2) 2
H Total (19 overs) 86/4

M Bowling: Matt Henry 5-1-15-1, William
ORourke 2-1-5-0, Ajaz Patel 7-1-33-2, Glenn
Phillips 4-0-25-0, Rachin Ravindra 1-0-8-0.

It was all looking rosy for India at the end
of a hot day in Mumbai. They had putin
the hard work on the field after losing
the toss, and were all set to finish pro-
ceedings with a firm grasp on the
match... and then, as Ravi Shastri put it
on air, ‘harakiri’ followed.

M 17.2: Yashasvi Jaiswal 30 (52) b Ajaz
Patel, India 78/2:

Once more, Jaiswal looked good in
the middle and seemed to have things
under control when he decided to bring
out the reverse sweep to a ball from Ajaz
Patel that pitched outside his leg stump.
A conventional sweep would have
served him better but he had made up
his mind so much in advance that he
went through with it. The ball sneaked
underneath and crashed into the stumps.
M 17.3: Mohammed Siraj 0 (1) Ibw Ajaz
Patel, India 78/3:

Firstly, a strange choice for a night-

Within two overs, game swings towards NZ

watchman. The primary role for some-
one sent up the order is to save the bat-
ter to follow. Siraj might be a hard-work-
ing cricketer but why the management
thought he could handle these condi-
tions even for 10 minutes is hard to
fathom. And then, to top it all, he used
up areview as well after being hit plumb
in front.

M 18.3: Virat Kohli 4(6) Run Out Matt
Henry, India 84/4:

And then the big brain fade. Virat
Kohli was already involved in a poorly-
judged run out in Pune where both he
and Rishabh Pant were too eager for a
quick single, ending in the dismissal of
the latter, just when India would have
fancied their chances in the run-chase.
On Friday, he plotted his own downfall,
taking off after tapping the ball to Matt
Henry at mid-on. His dive wasn’t the
cleanest either and Kohli shot himselfin
the foot.

yet toreachits full fury. It could be the reward
for their toils on an excruciatingly hot and hu-
mid afternoon. Soon after lunch, the temper-
ature soared. After every fifth over, an infor-
mal drinks break was called so that the
cricketers could replenish theirenergy. Inthe
hour-break, purple umbrellas with giant
leaves and plastic chairs were dragged into the
middle. Between overs, New Zealand bats-
men slumped to the red-hot earth. The squad
members wrapped ice packs around them.
The spectators in the front row retreated to
the upper tiers. Exhausted, they preserved
their voice only to celebrate the wickets.

It was so tiring that the batsmen refused
doubles even when there was an opportu-
nity. Kohli would wipe the sweat off Jadeja’s
hands with a towel. “It was difficult to grip
the ball. The ball kept slipping out of my

hands,” the left-arm spinner admitted. It
tested their physical and mental reserves. “It
was the first hour after lunch with me and
Will Young batting, it was seriously warm and
without breeze. We were just trying to be
switched on when batting and switching off
between deliveries, so that we could con-
serve our energy,” Daryll Mitchell, the visi-
tors’ top-scorer, said.

The moment tea was called, Mitchell
jumped into anice bath and sat quietly for 10
minutes. The sun grew milder as the evening
unfolded, before it all turned pleasant in the
end. But Mitchell warned of an Indian back-
lash, while Jadeja emphasised on the need to
build “chota mota partnerships” and take the
game deep. But those ten minutes of dusk-
time drama would be revisited and retold a
few times in the future.

Thought that I would never
lose a series at home: Jadeja

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER1

RAVINDRA JADEJA had a wish that as long
as he remains part of the Indian squad, they
will remain unbeaten in a Test series at
home. After all, he made his Test debut in
Nagpur in 2012 against England, and that
was the last time India had lost a Test se-
ries in their own backyard (even though
that Test ended in a draw). From there on,
India had won 18 series in a row.

But, after defeats in Bengaluru and
Pune, the streak was broken by New
Zealand.

“I was afraid of this. Personally, I had
thought that as long as I played for India, I
didn't want to lose a single series at home.
But this also happened,” Jadeja said.

He added with a chuckle that he didn't
want to think about such things and jinx it
now. "Whatever [ think about, it happens
suddenly.”

The Saurashtra all-rounder said that
India have raised expectations by their con-
sistent performances. “When you raise
your expectations so high and then you
lose a series after 12 years, it looks very dif-
ferent. These things happen, but as a team,
it is a lesson. We need to pick up positives
from this and deal with what situation
comes next,” he added.

Personally, Jadeja had found a good
bowling rhythm in New Zealand's second
innings in Pune and carried that form into
Mumbai and was the best Indian bowler
on display on Day 1 after the visitors
opted to bat.

He finished with figures of 5/65 and
picked up his 14th five-wicket haul in Tests.

e

After average displays in the first two
Tests, Ravindra Jadeja picked up his
14th five-wicket haul. Amit Chakravarthy

Jadeja explained that he hadn't changed
much with this bowling, but sometimes
luck plays a factor on turning pitches.

After bundling out New Zealand for 235
runs in the first innings, the Indian team
were placed in a comfortable position... un-
til the last 15 minutes of play.

A stunning collapse saw them lose three
quick wickets in 10 minutes, including the
big ones of Yashasvi Jaiswal and Virat Kohli.
Jadeja said, "It happens, in a team game,
you can't blame anyone.

“Everyone makes small mistakes but
our remaining batters will have to make
small partnerships. If the upcoming bats-
men make small contributions, it will be
good.”

Precise Jadeja rediscovers joy of bowling to put on a retro show

SANDIP G
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 1

ARMS ALOFT and spread, eyes shut sky-
wards, Ravindra Jadeja soaked in the sun-
light and spotlight at the Wankhede. He
claimed his first five-for of this series, his
second in 26 innings, busted the stoic re-
sistance of New Zealand’s batsmen as well
as the suspicions about his waning
prowess. There was something more about
him on Friday, him rediscovering the joy of
bowling, him time-travelling to the spunky
days of youth, and him lurking like an im-
movable reality.

His 21-1-62-5 stalled New Zealand’s
progress at 235, a robust though not in-
domitable total on a surface that is already
throwing up a few tricks, but could trans-
form into a full-blown evil turner in a few
sessions. This was the brand of surface
where Jadeja once scythed through attacks,
a surface with bounce, adequate pace and
sharp turn. But somewhere in his cycle of
evolution, he had lost the art of skinning
batting line-ups on helpful surfaces.

He became more condition-proof, more
layered and subtler, but Jadeja lost some-
thing that made Jadeja. He lost the art of
taking wickets on excessively helpful con-
ditions. On pitches that needed the Jadeja

of the old, he couldn’t reproduce his quick-
kill avatar.

At Wankhede, he put on a retro show.
He bowled wicket-to-wicket for most of his
spell. Most balls landed in line with the
stumps, often the off-pole. If not, it spun
towards the stumps. The mode of dis-
missals capture the story—three were
bowled, one was leg before the wicket. The
other one landed on the off-stump and
turned away a wee bit to take the outside
edge. The line alone congested the bats-
men. He bled just four fours, of those only
one was from a short ball. One was off the
edge, the other two a sweep and reverse
sweep. His precision stifled them more
than the heat. He eschewed his mid-career
impulse to give the ball more air and hang-
time. The slower balls of his coerced sharp
turn, but those were largely set-up balls,
the tease before the trick.

The wrecker ball was the fast, flat one
on the stumps. His simple you-miss-I-hit
strategy. The Jadeja prototype, the ruthless
efficiency of this variety accounting for
most of his early scalps. All five of his wick-
ets clocked 90 kph-plus. The quickest one—
clocking 95.7 kph—whizzed through the
shocked defences of Glenn Phillips.

The previous balls too were full and
fairly quick, 90kph or thereabouts, which
lulled the New Zealander to a false sense of

Ravindra Jadeja’s (centre) spell of 21-1-62-5 stalled New Zealand’s progress at 235

on a tricky pitch in Mumbai on Friday.

Amit Chakravarty

security. Then he suckered him into a lazy
front-foot defence with a yawning creek
between his bat and pad. The wicket of
Phillips, the score at 187/5, exposed an un-
commonly long lower-order to a surface
gnashing its fangs. He rapidly got Ish Sodhi

(90 kph) and Matt Henry (90.6) to fashion
a turnaround.

It began with Jadeja too. Minutes after
the first drinks break, just when Will Young
and Daryll Mitchell were terrified to drag
the match beyond India’s reach, he pro-

This was the brand of surface
where Jadeja once scythed
through attacks, a surface with
bounce, adequate pace and
sharp turn. But somewhere in
his cycle of evolution, he had
lost the art of skinning batting
line-ups on helpful surfaces.

duced an edge trimmer (93.7 kph) to eject
Young. The latter’s discretion outside the
off-stump was immaculate. But Jadeja, un-
like R Ashwin, made him play at most balls.
A couple of times, the edgy interventions
of the bat saved him at the last moment. So
he committed to a ball that landed on off-
stump, which spat away marginally. It took
his edge en route.

Had it turned a centimetre more, the
ball would have escaped the ball. But this
was knit to perfection. He harnessed the
bounce too, imparting more over-spin, let-
ting the ball rip off his hands and bounce
awkwardly at them. The wicket energised
him. He laid the trap for Tom Blundell even
before he took his guard. Two slower full
length balls on off-stumps, two dissatisfied

shrugs as Blundell comfortably defended
those, he flung in a fuller, faster ball on mid-
dle stump. Blundell pushed forward, he
was not to the pitch of the ball. Then it
ragged across him to hit the stump. This
was the only wicket that Jadeja owed to the
side-spinning ball.

Not that he couldn't or didn’t turn the
ball, but he realised the ball that turned
only provided theatrical flourishes. Often,
batsmen negotiated them by playing in-
side the line, not committing to the balls
and taking the bottom hand off. Just before
lunch, he unearthed a ripper that screamed
past Young, forcing acrobatics from
Rishabh Pant to deny byes. But it was not
serving the purpose of getting the wickets.
Ravi Ashwin too would realise this;
Washington Sundar had already illustrated
the virtues of the ones that didn’t turnon a
turner. Both Tom Latham and Rachin
Ravindra were dispatched up the stairways
of Wankhede thus.

So he returned to the values that once
made him—unremitting precision,
supreme control, the wits to resist the lure
of the turn, and the know-how to trap bats-
men with simple and subtler than grand
tricks. It was not the most spectacular spell
he had bowled, but one that would fill him
with immense joy. And a five-for for old
times’ sake.
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United confirm
Amorimas manager

Manchester: Manchester United hired
Ruben Amorim on Friday, gambling
on a manager unproven in Europe's
top leagues to turn around the for-
tunes of the fading English power. At
age 39, Amorim, who has joined from
Portuguese champion Sporting
Lisbon, will be the youngest person to
coach United since the 1960s and the
sixth permanent manager since the
retirement of Alex Ferguson in 2013.
Amorim will take charge on
November 11, after completing his
commitments to Sporting and has
signed a contract until June 2027, with
United having an option of an addi-
tional year. “Ruben is one of the most
exciting and highly rated young
coaches in European football,” United
said. United, the record 20-time
English champion, hasn't won the
Premier League since Ferguson's final
season in charge. REUTERS

Malvika, Ayush reach
Hylo Open semis

Malvika Bansod made the semifinals
of Hylo Open at Saarbrucken,
Germany, after taking the initiative
early against World No 31 Nguyen
Thuy Linh, to win 21-15, 21-17 in 45
minutes. The 23-year-old Indian,
ranked No 34 searching for her first ti-
tle at this level, runs into a Last 4
crowded by the top Danes - includ-
ing Mia Blichfeldt and Line
Christopherson. First up up will be the
fast-rising Julie Dawall Jacobsen who
muscled her way past Indian
Rakshitha Ramraj 21-12, 21-17 in 31
minutes. In the men’s singles section,
Ayush Shetty, ranked No 51, beat No
55 Kalle Koljonen of Finland 21-18,
21-18.He will need to get past French
Christo Popov, ranked No 28 to get
into the finals, and the tall
Bangalorean will need to keep his
nerve at the net. ENS

Rybakina hires
lvanisevic as coach

Paris: World Number five Elena
Rybakina has hired Novak Djokovic's
former coach Goran Ivanisevic for the
2025 season, the Kazakhstan player
said on Friday. Djokovic ended a five-
year partnership in March with Croat
Ivanisevic, who helped the Serbian
claim nine of his 24 Grand Slam titles.
Ivanisevic also won Wimbledon in
2001 when he became the first wild
card to win a major tournament.
Rybakina, 25, will start working with
Ivanisevic during the pre-season. The
2022 Wimbledon champion split from
herlong-time coach Stefano Vukov just
days before the U.S. Open. "I'm really
looking forward to this partnership,”
Rybakina told reporters ahead of the
WTA Finals which begin on Saturday in
Riyadh. REUTERS

East Bengal beat
Nejmeh, enter QF

Thimphu: Dimitrios Diamantakos'
brace fired East Bengal FC into the
knockout stage of the AFC Challenge
League 2024-25 as the ISL side edged
past Nejmeh SC of Lebanon 3-2 in their
final Group A match here Friday. East
Bengal finished as the Group A win-
ners on seven points to seal progres-
sion. The Red and Golds had won 4-0
against  Bashundhara  Kings
(Bangladesh)and drawn 2-2 with Paro
FC (Bhutan) in their first two fixtures.
East Bengal, who trailed Nejmeh by
two points heading into this encounter,
took the lead in the eighth minute
when Madih Talal's corner kick was in-
advertently headed into his own net
by Baba Musah at the Changlimithang
Stadium in Thimphu. PTI
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Will CSK’s purse be enough to buy Pant?

IPL retentions raise quite a few questions: Will KKR break the bank for marquee signings? Can Punjab get their rebuild right?

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI,NOVEMBERT1

THE INDIAN Premier League (IPL) retention
window ended largely on expected lines.
Barring a few names being thrown into the
auction pool, the sum that franchises were pre-
pared to pay to keep hold of their prized assets
did raise eyebrows.

With less than a month to go for the auc-
tions, teams will now go back to the drawing
board to build a squad around those who are
retained.

Hereis alook at how each team looks at the
end of the retention period.

Chennai Super Kings: No surprises that
they preferred continuity. CSK need anew face
for life after MS Dhoni and core group, and
Rishabh Pantis up for grabs. But CSK didn’t de-
viate from their success formula and stuck to
what works for them: continuity. Compared
to therest, their retentions - Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Ravindra Jadeja, Matheesha Pathirana, Shivam
Dube, Dhoni -- seems weak on paper, but itis
one franchise that knows whatitis up to. With
only Rs 55 crore available, they may struggle
to keep up with the bidding for Pant and even
if they get him, they need to be smart with their
other buys to put a strong squad on paper.
SpendingRs 18 crore and Rs 12 crore on Jadeja
and Dube seems expensive.

Delhi Capitals: Itis a franchise that has seen
several players who have been deemed sur-
plus and released into the auction pool go and
become big names. Though they desperately
tried everything to retain Rishabh Pant he looks
set to join the likes of Gautam Gambhir, AB de
Villiers, David Warner who all reached great
heights with other franchises. Delhi have Rs 73
crores available to build a squad that will com-
plement Axar Patel, Kuldeep Yadav, Tristan
Stubbs and Abhishek Porel.

In 2018 they went after big Indian names
and in 2022 they went for young talents. What
direction they take in 2024 only time will tell.
At the auction, they need a core batting group
and most importantly, a captain with Shreyas
Iyer being a potential target.

Gujarat Titans: From the time they came
in, they have been clear cut about their needs
and wants. So, Rashid Khan, Shubman Gill, Sai
Sudharsan, Rahul Tewatia and Shahrukh Khan
- who all perform different roles — have been
retained. They also have one Right to Match
(RTM) option to use on David Miller or
Mohammed Shami. With Rs 69 crore in the
bank, GT would feel confident of putting to-
gether a strong squad. What has stood out
about themis how meticulous they have been
inacquiring uncapped Indian talents who will
complement the proven overseas players who
may notbe in the target list of many franchises.
So, GT’s first target would be to assemble a
strong Xl and possibly another X-factor player
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CSK need a new face for life after MS Dhoni and will be tempted to go for Rishabh Pant. Bccr

and build their squad from there.

Kolkata Knight Riders: They lost Rs 69
crore from their auction purse even though
they spent only Rs 57 crores to retain six play-
ers — the maximum number any team could
retain - due to the retention rules. It looks like
good business when Sunil Narine, Andre
Russell, Varun Chakravarthy - three X-factor
players are retained - to go with a rare fin-
isher in Rinku Singh and two uncapped play-
ers in Harshit Rana and Ramandeep Singh.
With Rs 51 crore remaining, they can afford to
break the bank on one or two players and
then rely on budget buys. It is a model that
has worked for them and who knows if they
get Mitchell Starc or Phil Salt, they can still as-
semble a good squad. With Shreyas Iyer not
around, they are in need of a captain - possi-
bly a big Indian name.

Lucknow Super Giants: Apart from
Nicholas Pooran and Ravi Bishnoi, Lucknow
have taken a huge leap of faith in retaining
Mayank Yadav, Mohsin Khan and Ayush
Badoni. With Rs 69 crore and one RTM option
available, LSG need to find their core at the auc-
tion table including an Indian face who canbe
the captain. If not, they can always go back to
Pooran to lead the side. With three of their re-
tentions in the developmental stage and
Mayank being injury prone, they need at least
8 names who can walkinto the XI. It is not im-

possible to get, provided they ration their
budget accordingly.If they spend abigsumon
aplayer, then they may struggle to find the bal-
ance.Alot needs tobe done at the auction table.

Mumbai Indians: Have the strongest re-
tention team on paper and also have the lux-
ury of using one RTM. Their core - all of them
Indians — means, Mumbai will head to the auc-
tion confident of putting together a title-win-
ning squad. Because they spent huge sums on
four of their retentions, they head to the auc-
tion with only Rs 45 crore. Going for any other
big names could ruin their auction unless they
come within their budget. As usual, they will
look for an overseas middle-order batsman
and a couple of fast bowlers to walk into the
XI. And once that is in place, they would rely
on their talent scouts to give them the missing
pieces in the puzzle. They have missed a qual-
ity spinner in the last few years. Having one
will make them formidable again.

Punjab Kings: Having retained only a cou-
ple of uncapped players, Punjab Kings will
head to the auction with awhoppingRs 110.5
crore available, the most for any team. So, get-
ting Rishabh Pant, Jos Buttler, Shreyas lyer,
Mark Wood, Jofra Archer, Mitchell Starc are not
beyond their means. For the nth time, Punjab
are in for another overhaul under anew coach
in Ricky Ponting. They are without a captain,
which means they have to build a squad from

scratch. How and where they begin is the key
because with a huge sum available, other
teams end up hiking the prices to land their
targets at a later stage. With four RTMs avail-
able, they can use them to buy back Liam
Livingstone, Sam Curran, Arshdeep Singh and
Kagiso Rabada.

Rajasthan Royals: Their core of young
Indian players who can serve them for long re-
mains intact. That they have spent Rs 14 crore
each onRiyan Paragand Dhruv Jurel -who are
maturing into match winners on their own -
shows the faith the franchise has on them. And
with Shimron Hetmyer also retained, RR have
five of their top 7 in place. So at the auction
table, with only Rs 41 crore (the least among
all)to spend, all they need to dois go after bats-
men who can come at a reasonable cost and
compliment the top five. But with Sandeep
Sharma being the lone seamer retained,
whether they manage to get more than a cou-
ple of quality fast bowlers — who tend to cost
high - remains to be seen. The same with the
spinners as well.

Royal Challengers Bengaluru: Retained
Virat Kohli forRs 21 crore, making him the high-
est-paid Indian player. That RCB were in for an
overhaul was evident as that was the reason
they brought Andy Flower and Mo Bobat - two
names whowere partof England’sdomination
in the past - to their ranks to get a hang of the

SEARCH FOR
CAPTAINS

@ Out of the total retentions, 36 are
Indian players with only 10 being
overseas players. Apart from big-
name Indian players, there are several
overseas players including the likes of
Jos Buttler, Mitchell Starc, Quinton de
Kock up for grabs at the auction.

®In KL Rahul, Rishabh Pant and
Shreyas Iyer there are three Indian
names who can also be potential cap-
tains for their sides available at the
auction. With RCB, PBKS, DC, KKR all
looking for an Indian captain, they
could be in for a jackpot.

@ The auction could see bowlers walk-
ing away with big pay cheques because
of thedemand. Out of the 46 players re-
tained, 28 are batsmen and 11 of them
are all-rounders. So, unless you have
Jasprit Bumrah or Matheesha Pathirana
—bowlers with a X-factor - teams have
preferred to retain only batsmen.

® Kolkata Knight Riders and Delhi
Capitals have spent less money than
the money that will be deducted from
their auction purse. The defending
champions, despite retaining all 6
players, managed to keep it to Rs 57
crore. But they will have Rs 69 crore
deducted from their purse because of
the rules. The story is similar with, DC
who retained four players.

franchise. Having cleared all the deadwoods,
the challenge for RCBis to puta balanced squad,
which they have failed at in the past. With Rs
83 crores available to spend, they have the
means. They are in need of a potential captain
as well with KL Rahul and Shreyas Iyer among
their targets alongside Rishabh Pant. Unless
they crack the auction code, it would be hard
for them to win the title.

Sunrisers Hyderabad: With Travis Head,
Abhishek Sharma, Heinrich Klaasen, Pat
Cummins and Nitish Kumar Reddy retained,
SRH’s target will be to look for as many Indian
names as possible. And then look for three
overseas players who can be rotated based on
the conditions. Doing that will give them a
strong overseas core that has been their
biggest strength over the years. They have not
spent huge sums on big name Indian players
and options for those in the mix. And the story
looks set to continue this time as well since
they have only Rs 45 crore to spend at the auc-
tion, will be looking for budget players and
then use the next auction tofill the holes. Have
one RTM option to use on T Natarajan or
Washington Sundar.

How Mumbai retained Hardik, Surya, Rohit and Bumrah

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
NOVEMBER 1

HOW MUMBAI INDIANS were able retain
their most-sought-after stars after a night-
marish season is a fascinating IPL retention
story. Keeping their core together - a col-
lection of proven leaders - at a time when
other teams were desperately looking for
captains was a coup of sorts for the MI's
backroom staff.

This wasn't easy. Those in the know say
that the franchise, at one point during the
last couple of months, had even discussed
leadership change.lt was understandable.
The team under new captain Hardik
Pandya had finished last in 2024 and MI
had exceptional leadership options in Rohit
Sharma, Suryakumar Yadav and Jasprit
Bumrah.

It was a string of meetings, long honest
conversations, large-heartedness of play-
ers and a general consensus among play-
ers of putting collective goals ahead of
team hierarchy resulted in MI putting on
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Jasprit Bumrah was retained by

Mumbai Indians for Rs 18 crore.  Bccl

The order of retention shows a
fine balance and nuanced
signaling. The world's best
all-format bowler Bumrah is
clearly the MVP, he gets the
highest retention pay of

Rs 18 crore.

paper names the following names and fig-
ures - Jasprit Bumrah (Rs 18 crore), skipper
Hardik Pandya (Rs 16.35 crore),
Suryakumar Yadav (Rs 16.35 crore), Rohit
Sharma (Rs 16.30 crore) and Tilak Varma
(Rs 8 crore).

The order of retention shows a fine bal-
ance and nuanced signaling. The world's
best all-format bowler Bumrah is clearly
the MVP, he gets the highest retention pay
of Rs 18 crore. The two captains - Hardik for
MI and Surya for India's T20Is - are on par
at Rs 16.35 crore. As for Rohit, who retired
from T20 cricket after leading India's to

World T20 title, he gets Rs 16.30 crore.

Sources involved in Ml retention discus-
sions say that it was actually Rohit who
made the complex task of grading their
equally-important players easier for the
franchise. "He was the one who said that
Bumrah, Hardik and Surya play for India so
they need to be in the top three," he said.

When it came to deciding the top reten-
tion player, it was the three batsmen -
Rohit, Surya and Hardik - who agreed that
it had to be Bumrah. "It has a lot to do with
the respect Bumrah has in the team and his
importance to the side,” said a source.

The talk on captaincy wasn't that sim-
ple. Last season, Hardik had replaced Rohit
within days of India's exceptional 50 overs
World Cup showing where it finished run-
ners-up. The Baroda all-rounder wasn't a
popular choice, he was booed by fans dur-
ing games.

There were threadbare discussions
where nothing was left unsaid. There was
talk about mistakes made by the captain
and even team management.

This was followed by an idea exchange

on the remedial measures that needed to
be put in place.

Finally, the core group thought that cap-
taincy change was not the solution.

"If we had made a change, it would have
been three captains in three years. That
wouldn't have worked," said a MI source.

Incidentally, Surya was the last to sign
up for the MI. More than one franchise
team had been chasing him with tempting
offers. But he decided to stay back.

"Not just that, he has told us that he will
take it upon himself to keep the dressing
room atmosphere perfect. At the end of the
day these players have been together for a
long time and they wanted to join forces to
make amends for last season,” he said.

In a nutshell, what worked for Ml to re-
tain its best was a bunch of wounded play-
ers keen to bring back glory to the city that
has won the most 5 IPL titles.

As Rohit would say in a statement after
retention: "I have played so much cricket
here. This is the place where I started my
cricket career. So, this is a very, very special
city and I'm happy to be here.”

Flick’s Barcelona laid the perfect trap to ruin Mbappe’s Clasico debut

SANDIPG
NOVEMBER

AT THE stroke of 30 minutes, Kylian Mbappe
skated to the corner flag, roared, spread his
arms and struck the pose for cameras and
fans to soak. He had just authored his first El
Clasico goal—a sumptuous strike at that. He
lured the goalkeeper, Inaki Pena, towards
him and swept his shot over and across him
into the bottom left corner. But his celebra-
tions turned to anguish when semi-auto-
matic offside technology judged he was mar-
ginally offside. He had bisected the gap
between the centre-backs Inigo Martinez
and Pau Cubarsi but mistimed his run by mil-
limetres. In disbelief, he held his hands over
his mouth.

This was not an exception; rather the
theme of the night at the Bernabeu. The reg-
imented and devastating high line of
Barcelona caught Real Madrid’s attackers off-
side 12 times. Mbappe, the jewel in the
Madrid crown, fluffed his lines eight times

alone. His first five touches raised the assis-
tant referee’s flag. Twice, it came as a relief
as he had flayed his shot wide. But this one
hurt, he had scored, celebrated and then
chalked off. It was undeniably the moment
that the momentum shifted to the visitors.

The tactic—chiselled to perfection—has
defined the era of Hansi Flick. Teams have av-
eraged 6.5 offsides per La Liga game this sea-
sonagainst him, the best in Europe and twice
more than the best of Pep Guardiola’s
Barcelona (3.74 in 2010). He has fused
German cutting-edge with Catalan tactical
purism. He idolises Johan Cruyff, counts his
predecessor Xavi as his friend, but maintains
the German ideals of tactical flexibility and
directness. From the first game of the season,
Barcelona have maintained a dangerously
high defence line, with the backline and cen-
tral midfielder slotting themselves into what
almost resembles a straight line, high up the
pitch.

The full-backs would be slightly more for-
ward than the centre-backs: 17-year-old
Curbarsi and Martinez, who is twice his age.
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Madrid’s Kylian Mbappe was unable to
make an impact against Barcelona. AP

The midfield line is almost breathing on
them, so much so that they shrink the field to
half its size. They spread out like a human

chain to cut out the holes. So did Pep, who
also laid clever offside snares, but never so
systematic or rigorous like Flick’s set up. The
players had to be supremely fit and young.
Six of his starting eleven were under-21s.
Fitness and discipline had been emphasised
since the first day. Slower players like Ilkay
Gundogan were asked to move on.

For this radical offside trap to succeed, de-
fenders need flawless coordination. Timing
is everything. Defenders must step up to-
gether, creating a straight line that pushes at-
tackers offside. Cubarsi and Martinez have
settled into a pair that could communicate
telepathically. But any hesitation or misstep
can allow the opponent to stay onside and
threaten the goal. A few times, they reacted
late and nearly paid the price, saved by
Madrid's sloppy finishing. Even the VAR-
chalked off goal could be viewed in two ways
-- clever defending or reckless reaction.

Holding shape is primary. In case some-
one advances with the ball, another
promptly occupies the space. Unlike the Pep
era, the defenders are more in your eyes. Rub

your eyes too—they top the chart in complet-
ing more tackles in the final third of the pitch
(33). The word itself was considered ugly
during Guardiola’s time.

Fundamental to the ploy’s success is the
communication of the defenders, ensuring
everyone moves at the same time. But foot-
ballis no choreographed dance. They err too—
Barcelona have leaked 10 goals in 11 games,
a figure neither impressive nor shameful.

Onseveral instances on Saturday, it looked
as though Mbappe was mistiming his run. He
was, but not because he ran too early, but the
defenders didn’t fluff their own lines. High de-
fensive lines entice forwards to get off the
blocks too early. The space behind lights them
up. Awell-weighted needle-eyed pass is what
they require to tee off into acres of space. And
Mbappe has unmatched pace to burn. Here,
his biggest strength was a barrier too. He might
have been over-eager. It was his supposed
statement-making game. His first E1 Clasico at
home. Madrid dominated the first half, but
they were the most frustrated.

In the second half, they switched through

the gears and cut the Madrid backline to rib-
bons. Barcelona’s twinkle-toed forwards
wove mysterious patterns around the men
inwhite and struck four delightful goals. The
soul of their game is their forward-play,
tricksy forwards buzzing back and forth. But
title-winning seasons are founded on robust
defences.

Flick’s is not the only proponent of lay-
ing offside nets, though the most efficient
one. Aston Villa’s Unai Emery too spins dar-
ing offside webs. Last season, they lured an
average of 4.2 offsides a game. It’s no coinci-
dence that the scheme has become more
prevalent after the introduction of VAR,
which has sided with defenders in case of
marginal offside calls.

Like all strategies, an antidote would be
found out. And an antidote to the antidote
too. But what is magnificent is that Flick has
turned a ragged, underperforming foot-
balling giant into a thrilling, winning propo-
sition. Vanquishing both Bayern and Madrid
in four days time, they are retracing their
paths to lost glory.
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