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Bill tabled for

‘preventive
detention’ of
terror suspects
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Children among eight dead
in Mastung bombing
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No evidence to support rape claims at Lahore college: HRCP
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Pakistan, Qatar
to explore ways
to expand ties
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Children among eight dead in Mastung bombing
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BNP withdraws strike call
after Mastung bomb blast
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Action against
militants leading to
collateral damage,
says jirga
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Clashes between

drug gangs
rock Igd nch city
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tradition on Belgian coast
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Pro-Hasina party
slams protesters
after attack on
its offices
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Kamala finds it hard to win men’s
support in labour unions
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Muslim voters dread

the choice between

‘bad and worse’

“Full Cepaeding in Corn Mow” B A
el b b ool B, Aoruds nesicdenis

iy deravu bgbusl

WARITIRLI T oM Fow Palismaiiie ainl odber Basilisn Mmoo ik
aFmnming letmeen [Seak] Tooeg ol Kamials flarevic soai bl resan
Ty P & el lars wbus wappee o anm igrares righes e aeak i
et il o Rt il i i, Py o ootk b iR et i e Hes
j.lﬂ..l]..lhl-ﬂll

T Ve s ady s, bord] wmrwnes oyl bawva | Miswmes v s som e s wwragf P
e e T I ] ] ] T L LT R
wrmmi b e B by Ui vmrge i e eimm

Agwuas 1Ry L siges declarimgy "1 ull Craeilive oy s fow—
a8l eb R ek B ol Whediey ressleren stanalliog 1his
wicrm g i o lirqn =i funfiadn Illrr"lll‘ i Aew Yl in
Woanliirg rnn reswrs by admenyesl dhi uge pesissibe dogdarel in
rer il e ey wm ek Mlucken namerdans.

Adbida Tl PelhiiiRig el f@e B KRearim fhalued &
Pabindani Asmiisen edlais risg bres el i secifean Vergnia
=T mmgming sadarse in Palowsdine a ilevas aig” sasl Shabhredl,
FR e b e e i g g e S Teamn

ik al beadide, Wichaling Preddeis Aeln aisd Yes
PFarnidiess Kamiala Blarvin, e consiirasl hosling s sogrpes i
el e e b the e e s Ve a Maryea e wvami el prepan
wifebidnivia Wb Seveoei, @il | e i b b "

Uitwrn in Sk Sdenbiem ity s awrmlimeng wemmrsl o m
Ty revslers p skl Fa msae harmiiol Wagsbca &b, |asrsicn cd @
wlsile Pl Lafe Jhel, cupresmd cosaein. s = Tia, Desmaacrals
- mrygdinid an The ragealy in Clade, Fad T gosd e cona bl L
S e b ing D Raslens™

iiswy, hewavesr, are sosadme I heir ssppea e Toumsp O
Woslimemiay fnigld, FII DRA Fosted lain Trusip, ool o dhes
Hrpelesan Meiksal Densiive sl laswr  jresslens | Bealiil
Trvwryges ol asag o g in-arw b | Temisnsay, Bomas

Eaad PT] beaabein, diebeiinag 2ol Besbie Oy Ussmas Malik Ty
B Milal, Do Sl den miwl Aiil Elan, engaged oo 00 e sl
vad il il ey
wah  her T
ey i [rrs e |
Pabiniam's pealine
v [ L
P ibiiiia i Wiew
Tremd el ol Fanr
T T i
1 i BBk
Adiwrmand, Fi
LFA  anmresesresl
s lars Teamags
(L TRTTEL T T

vars, i il smiile

Ceasefire prospects dwindle
Israel intensifies attacks
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LLewis blitz leads West Indies to big win over England in first ODI
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Constantine departs after leading Pakistan to promised land
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Ruben Amorim named as new Manchester United manager
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Journalists protest
‘police excesses’
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With deep sorrow we announce
the pas=sing away of our beloved

Dr Razia Reaz Ahmed Faruqi
Wife of Late Reaz Ahmoed Farugi
And Do Rahim Alhmed Dharmmesey
On October 31, 2024

Soyerm for ladies and gents will be held on Saturday
NMovember 2 2024 After Maghrebain Prayers at
Mehfil-e-Murtaza PECHS Block 3

Fondly remembered and loved by:

Munir Ahmed Farugl

Sajoda Mazir Ahmed

And All the octors and Stalf at Holy Family Hospital and
Australian Concept Fertility Center
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doctor challenges CSB meeting in high court
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Third day of PA debate on smog

MPs for controlling emissions from industry, vehicles
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SOYEM

With deep sorrow we announce
the passing away of our belowved

Dr Razia Reaz Ahmed Faruqi

Wite of Late Reaz Ahmed Farucgi
And /o Rahim Ahmed Dharamsey
On Oceober 31, 2024

Soyem for ladies and gents will be held an Saturday
November 2 2024 After Maghrebain Prayers at
Mehfil-e-Murtaza PECHS Block 3
Foandly remembered and lowed by

MMunir Ahmed Farmigi
Sajeda Nazir Ahmed

And All the Docvors and Seafl at Holy Family Hospital and
Aunstralian Concept Fertility Center
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Dr Razia Reaz Ahmed Faruqi

Wife of Late Reaz Ahmed Farugi
And Do Bahim Ahmed Dhammsey

On Dctober 31, 20024

Sovenm for ladies and gents will be held on Saturday
November 2™ 2024 After Maghrebain Prayers at
Mehll-o-Murtaza PECHS Block 3

Fondly remembered and loved by

Munir Ahmed Famigi
Sajpeda Mazir Ahomed

And All the Docvors and Seafl at Haly Family Hospital and
Awustralian Concept Fertility Conter
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BACHON KA APMA KETCHUP

By Muhammad Mafid Shafi
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Healthy - Tasty - Quick

New

Full of Mulrition
Full ol Taste!l
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A stitch in time saves

eXperiences are precious;
H they are shaped by the
Aine challenpes of gime. By
his is regarding the listening to their stories, we

story “A sutch in Hme

l can make our future brigh.
caves nine” by Mahnoor

E.u-hai_iﬂ"'l-_t:_ﬁ-epremhﬂﬂ. Masooma Batool, 3 E . o

The simplicity of the plot, | Tando Jam Thereismore  “Lestwe forget: itis easy to be human, very
s os ool (R stupidity than ~ hard to be humane.”

for all age groups. ) encouragement h}f-:;] rogen in the — Mirza Asadullah Khan Ghalib (Poet)
:aﬁnﬂ::y;;fﬂ:;ieﬂﬂdy — his is regarding JTIVErse, and & ¢ :

us from higger the stary “Power it has a |CIFIQIEH' Lﬂw self-esteem is mﬂtﬂd in mﬂn:'l'
pmbllemsl?mmw  of encouragement ™ shelf life.” thlngs. One of them is not EPEII{III'IQ

Telle i —Frank Zappa LIME tE appreciate the gifts we've been
peeds to keep (Musician) gIven.

in mind in their 5
daily lives. /

Sarah Iman,
Lahore

Il
he story “A stirch in

tume saves mne™ by

Mahnoar Sohail highlighred
the consequences of
procrasunaon. One of the
main characters, Hassan,
reflected this comman
attitude in many of us.

What sto0d ouwt 1o me
was how relatabie the
siuation was. We all face
these moments when taking
immediate action feels like

by Agza Shoaib
(YW, Seprember
1) Irwas an
impressive read as the
writer shared her personal
experience of performing in
front of an audience.

There’s no doubr that such
an act can be challenging
for students, often leading
to nervousness and self-
doubi.

The writer offers
strategies o overcome these
challenges, such as staying
positive and confident. While
every beginning may feel
rozgh, the ourcome can turn
out well.

a waste of ime and effort, Sarfaraz Ahmed Laghari
but later regret the missed | Sanghar
oppoTTUNILY.
The story serves as a | In conversation with a
gentle nudge o pricritise PE-I'H:'H
respansibility and acton ]
things before they spiral out his 15 regarding the
of contral. | article “In conversation
with a panda™ by Gulrukh
Kashan Abbassi, | Tausif (YW, Seprember
Kot ik 213, The article serves as a
| hmme]lin,gaxamp{enfhﬂhl;ﬁ
E-I'jl'ﬂf i wman activitees impact other
anahemg | living beings. It was also very
hisis regarding the story informative.
“Bryan’s awakening” 1 loak lorward (o mose
by Mahnoor Rehan (Y1, | animal-related content in

Seprember 75, It was a well-
written story with a valuahle |
=500

Our elders’ opinions and

Young World,

Shaheer Abid Siddiqui,
I |t arscabd

Your conlributions should menfion your
I full name, age, class, school, address and
I telaphone number/email address. i you are
under 18, you need to give your parent’s or guardian’s
| name tao with their CNIC number,
: Young Worid accepts original contribusions only,
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“You'll find that life
15 still worthwhile,
if you just smile.”

— Nouman Al Khan (Instructor)

“To do the useful thing, to
say the courageous thing,
to contemplate the beautiful
thing: that is enough for one
man's life.”

— T.S. Eliat (Playwright)

“Just thinking about a friend makes you wanttodo a
happy dance, because a friend is someone who loves

you in spite of your faults.”

Wordis!:
ATOM
MOLECULE
ELEMENT
COMPOUND
FROTON
NEUTRON
ACID

SALT
ISOTOPE
SOLVENT
REACTANT
MIXTURE
ENZYME
ALLOY
POLYMER
ELECTRODE

Find the tanms usad commonly in

ord search [ o
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chirping,
[ planned 1o draw
a vibrant colourful
painting.
[ saw the ravs of the
cun on the waves of
the ocean,
As if dodphins were
grecting me in show
T
I put canvas and

brushes in my hand,
My mund was hlled with
arnsnc thoughts
Two lintke pirds near the
3# bank had fought. ﬂ‘ﬁ
i‘ After a while, the girds *
mother came rushing,
She handed them both a
sundag,
And [ started drinking my
iced Earre.
Evervthing was back to
normal,
[t was such a great day.

Asma Ali,
13 vears, Sahawal

Save Earth

4% My Earth is green,

~ | want tosave it for my
dream,

Dan't cut the trees,

My Earth is not for free.
Water saves our life,
Dan’t destroy the Earth

with a kmife.

Save 18 Save it Sove et
Otherwse, it will fimish in a

i
pd BE AR EEE

' Amena Amin,

** 8 vears, lslamabad

Self-belief and

determination

With a soft heart, and a
height that is rall,
1 stand strong, I feel, I fell.
somenimes, | feel this
world i not for me,
[ search for a place where |
can be free.
1 do not expect anything from
amyane,
All mry expectations are
from me.
My heart is full of dreams;
I believe one day, they'll come
e for me.
Maheen Sattar,
14 years, Mithn

A day on
the island ;
g d "
B e (W

Help

Corruption

Help Palcstan, rake a huff and a puff, 2a, The privileged life is one of guilr,

Hello evervone, I'm here to tell

vou what vou should do, :
Save electncity for good :
advances, '

Save water, save food, don't be
s0 rude!

ISan'Hrtﬂ., don't cut even
jusT ome tree,

Because not even one tree is
mow fres.
Don't waste electrcity,
Look arcund, you already have
the sun shining brighe.
Reuse respurces and don't
use excess TV and phones,
Because it's bad for our
environment,
Read, play and change
vour lifestyle for good!
Razeena Ahmed,

7 vears, Islamabad

o

Let's stand

Let’s stand for a better tomorrow,
Lets all work with wnary,
Let's all work with contimuty,
Ler’s learn to end climate change,
Let’s learn to reduce the
greenhouse effect.

Let’s plant more trees.

Let’s get the Earth out of fear
Let’s pratect the ozone layer,
Let’s keep the environment clear.
Let’s pratect Planet Earth,

Let’s make it clean.

Let’s use electncal vehicles,
Let’s increase phytoplankion,
Let’s work on biodiversity.
Lit’s go wath the reusable bags.
Let’s end these evil plastic hags
Let's feghit with the climate change,
Let's clear the atmosphere

Ler’s get Earth out of fear.

R R

(ancetah,

13 vears, Karachs

9

4

ety

ney,

It's easy to destroy what has been

bl
The carth'’s beauty 1= Hora
and fawn.

i 1: Why add 10 the corruption of

"Pakistan?

Or the pain of Afghankstan;
The destruction of Iran,
The genocide in Palestine?
Everything’s fine.

Till we feel the pain,

(4 Rus=a Vs Ukraine,
We have too much war
Vet we still want maore,
Uneil it comes to us,
Until it hurs us.
Powwer 12 how the warld pulls,
The corruption of us mortals.
R E R R RS

Rayvan Ahmed Sved,

14 vears, Austin, USA

Ll

The Neelam Valley

I visited Neelam Valley,
1 saw the Occupied Kashmar,

"1 A river flowed gently.

I stayed in a hotel, feehing so divine.
I went 1o Arang Rel, with
excitement so high,

Bux waiting for the lift 1o reach
@ the other side,
Made me want wcry,
€/ The lift was scary like a torture
meachine,
The hikang was great fun,
Suddenly a man fell doswn, which
made me scaned,
I was so nred, but the hiking was
worth it,
For the magrificent view on top.
I'm plad | went to Arang Kel so
/

bugh,

goodbye.

@@ EEE R R R R
Muhammad Abdullah Aqeel,

€ 7 years, Karachi

For the memones, will never say

The land of emojis We
.ﬁ.

&
'ﬂ.

®

In a cellphone lived an unusual
land,

Where emops thrved, a

lively band.

One was partying, one wis happy,
And anger, well, was a little
PPy,

The tiger stood as the safety
gieard,

Keeping them all in check,
standing hard.

But then came a Trojan, a sneaky
virus,

Turning emojis into something
desirous.

The queen of emaojis, what do

o thamk?

Went crazy 1n just a single blink.
The owner, once sad,

Suddenly pot mad.

Our hern, swift as you could bink,
Defeated the vings before you
coudd think.

The emnjis were once again fine,
Back 1o their normal, pesceful line.
And in that land of joy and cheer,
Life resumed, with nothing i fear.
0§ B R E F E @ E

Zunairah Igbal,

7 vears, Karach

¥

e

Stot the difference

There are eight ditlergnces in these piciures, 528 if you can spol
frem. You ¢an find the angwer on Paga 11
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The art of speaking

ar long, there has
been much em:
phasis on speak-
Ing appropriate-
ly and firtingly. Many of
us would have heard our
elders say: “Speak as if
flowers are springing from
vaur mauth®. This is because
a person’s chodce of words and the
tone of his speech influence his per-
sonality.

And this is also because many of
the issues in our day-to-day lives are
mot because of some error on our
part, but because of a lack of proper
communication that leads 1o misup.
derstanding.

In the rapidlv changing dynam-
ics of the globe, the need 1o possess
sound sofr skills has been rising
even more. Speech is the foremost
in the list of those soft skills. So,
this means that a well-versed inds-
vidual has a higher chance 1o excel
in various fields as compared to his
counterpart who is as qualified as
ke 15, but lacks the soft skills of the
former individual.

Also, in this context, it i5 neces-
Sary to emphasize that communicat.
ing effectively is not something that
can belearntina marter of days. You
cannot expect to impress people by
the way you speak af an event, or in
a ceremony when you have not had
the least bit of prior practice. Rath.
er, 1t requires practice to be able to
do so. In the following paragraphs,
talking effectively to some
as a drill for effecrive comemunica.
tion is mentioned.

Communication with
elders

Speaking 1o elders should
include the elements of
respect and politeness. It
chould be different from
the way one speaks 1o
friends and people of the
same fellows. Many chil-
dren are really frank with
their elders and '
this iz nothing |
to be discour
aged. However,
there i3 a thin §
demarcation
line  between
frankness and dis-
respect. During com-
mynication, it is really
important to be mndful
of this boundary.

The need for

choosing the words

carefully amd speaking
them in the right manner
IS even more important
when one 13 speaking (o
elders such as parents.
In many instances, the
opinions of parents and
children are different, Sim-
ilarly, at times, parents might
not allow their childeen 1o do some-
thing, or to go somewhere. In such a
situation, it is really important mot to
ger angry, 10 remain polite and to un-
derstand that parents are well-wigh-
ersof their children.

With paliteness and effective com-
munication, you might even be able
o convince your parents to allow
vou something that they had previ-
ously disapproved of.

Communication with
younger ones

In our day-to-day acrivities, many
of us fail to consider the fact that
those our junior, in any sense, also
deserve respect and that their
self-respect should not be ler down
by mocking them or hurting them
with vour rude behaviour. 50 you
mustn’t make fun of or scold your
younger siblings or [riends, espe-
cially in front of other person.

Secondly, it is not alright to consid-
er vounger siblings as your equals in
terms of maturity. Give them some
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room 1o make mistakes, and polire-
ly tell them how to rectifv those
mistakes instead of scolding them.
Proper communication with them is
also importane: it should not just be
lumited 1o elders and colleagues.

Communication with friends
and foes

Friendship is a strucrure that
15 entirely based wpon commaini
catiom; effective  communicarion
makes friends and strengthens the
tond of friendship. Alsa, at times,
friendship 15 broken for no reason
ather than a lack of proper commu-
nication. These observarions should
be self-explanatory in emphasising
the importance of speaking prop-
erly to maintain and steengthen
friendships.

In my opimion, more emphasis
should be land on your communica-
tion with people who are noton good
terms with vou. Firstly, there mustn't
be a fight. If vou do not want 1o be-
friend a person due to something
vou don't like about the way he talks
ar acts, maintain some distance in-
stead of confronnng that person.
Preferably, that person shouldn't pet
to knaw thar you are avoiding him.
In public, vou should greet that per-
son like you greer athers, only avoid
being frank with him.

More importantly, in childbhood,
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many friendships are broken and
formed. Someone who 15 the ‘best
buddy’ one day ceases to be a friend
the next day, Similarly, =ome people
who you do not consider your friend
might become vour most trusted
companion ar a later stape.

Keep thisin mind so that you don't
ralk or behave with someone in a
way that vou would regret, in case
things were to furn around. Remem-
ber that vour rude behaviour might
mever be forgotten by that person.

Communication with
demestic helpers

Now we come to the most neglect:
ed aspect of communication: ralking
properdy with the domestic helpers.
Unforrunately, it has become come
mon in our society o have a conde-
scending atnitude toward drivers,
gardeners and other domestic help-
ers. While ir i true that they do not
have the social standing that you
have, they are certainly humans
and all humans have the nght to be
respected.

Call your drivers or watchmen
with respect, instead of calling
them by their names or calling them
rudely. They are your elders and
deserve your respect. Talk to them
politely, and not in an arrogant way.
Take care of their needs.

In a nutshell, in all the interactions
that you have with them, always re-
member thar they have self-respect,
they can get tired and they are liable
to make mistakes just like you are.

This approach will help in the long
run. When you enter the profession.
al held, you will have subordinates.
There will be sweepers and tea boys

% in the offices. Your attitade with
L them will reflect how you behave

with your domestic belpers oday
and will have a rale in the opin.
ion vour colleapues form about
yoik. 5o, it is better 1o be pre-
+ pared in time for that
phase of life.
S0 remember, com-
munication s an
| oft-neglected aspect
of our daily lives,
% but 1t 15 an in-
tegral part of
our personalities.
Therefore, we
v should  focus
T oour  attention
on this aspect
as well, and serive
to speak 1n a way
that is pleasant
and polite. B
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Opinion

By Naba Bano

xploraton often reveals the
beauty of nature. We all ex:
plore the watld in our own
ways — whether visiting
relatives, going 1o parties or enjoy-
iNg & picnic, seeing new places is
part of our journey.

Nature is precious, and exploring
it is & meaningful part of life. Even
without going abroad, you can sull
take road trips and visit nearby
places that are within vour reach.
Experiencing nafure can change
your thoughts and mindset, making
you feel refreshed, more active and
healthier as vou énjoy fresh air and
new surroundings.

Exploration allows us to exper
ence the beaury of pature, so when.
ever you travel somewhere, take a
MMEnt (o appreciate your natural
surroundings. I know it can some-
imes be difficult o explore one's
surroundings due to various rea-
sons, like lack of rime, or other im-
portant engagements. But ::.'p]um-
ton or traveling is impartant as it
belps us learn about other cultures.

Remember, even if vou can't vist
your favourite place, it's valuable to
cherish the places you've explored
in the past. Taking time for a re-
laxing trip is also essential when
exploring new places. The spint of
exploration is a Enmdamenralpaﬂ of
human nature, inspiring new ad'.'en-
tures and be]plng s gain a deeper «
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Explore and discover!

understanding of our planet. It =
not just abour discovering new plac-
e, but 1t 1s more about gaining fresh
perspectives and new ways of think-

mng. It unites us, fostering global
conperation and appreciation for
nature’s beauty. Through exploning
the unknown, we discover not only

new lands and species, but also new
aspects of ourselves, It drives s o
push boundaries and challenge the
status quo,

Exploration is an oppartunity to
discover lands, mysteries, inven-
tions and experiences that you hav-
en't encountered vet, The thirst for
exploration involves taking risks
and adapting to nature by explor
ing various habitars. Adventuring
through famous aites, thrlling ndes
and living joyfully enriches our
lives, We can raste popular dishes
from around the world, experience
their culture and lifestyle, while
exploring natural wonders. Remem:
ber, exploration of nature provides
a chance 1o discover many things in
life, and we often learn something
meve in the process.

Always make tme for fun in
yolir life. On the path of discovery,
we generate new ideas, make new
friends, and create unforgentable
memories, When we explore new
things, we spend quality time with
our family and take a moment to
thank Allah, the Creator, Not only
do we embrace new lifestyles and
environments, bur our behaviours
and activities also chanpe signifi-
cantly. m

Story time = =0

By Sidra Sozer

Redirect your

Mum, you alwars told me to
‘ ‘ be productive and use my

skills for good. Now that I've

started crochering as my pas:
sipn and fryving to make my skills
more creative, 've made a lot of
things and even started a business,
but there's no one to buy them and
boost my efforts. I've only receved
a few orders in these past months,"
Safa said dejectedly.

Her mum replied, *You shouldn't
be sad. If you're making an effort,
it will bear fruit; you just have to be
patient. Success doesn't only come
from a business.”

Safa sighed, *Okay, [ hope

JARY
—

you're right.”
One day, Safa received

a call from her friend.

“I heard you're sell-
ing things made from
wool. How musch does
a sweater cost?™ her
friend asked.

Safa replied, *You
want a sweater in
our city, where win-
ter barely arnves?
That's  surprising!
But | cam send you
the price list.”

Her friend re-
sponded, *No, I don't

Downloaded from www.pakistan-newspaper-pdf.com

want it for myself. I want to donate
some items for a nearby village be-
cause there are many needy people
there.” Safa was shocked upon hear-
ing this.

Her friend contioped, “So Il

place an order online on your page.

Can you please send me the link?™

Safa said, “0h! Yeah, my business
page is called Crots and Knots". By
the way, vour idea is wonderful!®

Her friend smuled, and they chat-
ted abour other things, Afwer the
call, Safa discussed her friend'sidea
with her mum,

*1 don't know why [ didn’t think of
this earlier. [t's not pecessary (o use
my skills just for myself. I can help
others with my creanivity!™ A rush
of excitement coursed through her
an the thought of using ber wark 10
help those in need.

Mum smiled and replied, “Now
you'll be happy and can fulfil your
passion in this way.”

From that day on, Safa was
thrilled to dedicate hallf of her
work 1o people in other places who
truly needed it. She realized that
the peaple in her city didn't require
the winter items she was making,
and she had beem putting her ef-
forts into the wrong place. In this
way, she accomplished her passion
while making a positive impact on
others. m
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Story time

By Syeda Fizza Hussain

The art of
believing in

yourself

he first day of the new
school wear had arrived,
and Mariam was out with
her father, shopping for
new statiopery and art supplies.
Mariam was a brilliant student ar

schoal and a gifted artist ar heart.
She had a natural ralenn for

don’t have to decide right now, But
just think abour i, okay? The world
deserves o see what a great artist
you are!”

Mariam wanted to believe Zara,
but her mind was swirling with
doubts, Their conversation was cut

art and enjoyed both painting

AR b 1

1 ) i
ELLISI W N
- Wh Y L L

*Mariam, this 15 beautiful!™ Mrs
Ahmed remarked admiringly. “I'd
like o speak with vou after the
class,”

Maritam nodded anxiously. “Yes,
sure ma'am,”

The bell rang, and Mariam's heart
raced. Mrs Abhmed gently said,
*Come with me, Mariam,” and guid-
¢d her into the office, She san across
from her and asked, “Mariam, vour
work is amazing, and 1 have seen
how talented you are. Bur you are
hesitant to share it. Why?™

“I'm not sure if it’s good enough,”
she admitted quietly. *1 love paint.
ing and skerching, bur I'm scared
share it becaunse, what if its not as
good a5 1 think it is?™

Mrs Ahmed leaned forward, *Mar
iam,” she began gently, “arv isn't
about being perfect or better than
someone else. Ir's abour expressing
the beauty within, Every artist, no
matter how ralented, has doubts,
But the courage to create and share

.'.:_- .m:'ﬂ..- I| |I '

comperition 15 a chance 1o move
forward and share your talent with
the world. Sometimes, stepping our
of our comfort zones is the greatest
win"

“I den’t know,” Mariam said sofe-
ly, fidgeting with her fingers. Mrs
Ahmed gently placed a reassuring
hand on Mariam’s shoulder. “Mar-
am, take the first step this nme,
vau'll be amazed 1o see how easy the
mext one becomes!™

Mariam lefr Mrs Abmed's room,
feeling anxions but also hopeful.

That evening, Mariam shared Mrs
Ahmeds advice with her parents.
Both reassured her that no matter
what her decision, they'll stand by
ber. They knew thar she has all the
talent someone dreams of,

The next day in art class, Mariam
felt 2 rush of excitement and deter-
mination as Mrs Ahmed asked the
students 1o share their work. Mari-
am took a deep breath and showed
her beautiful landscape painting.
Her classmates responded

| with immense love and appre-

and drawing. Her paintings |
were colourful, expressive
and carried a rich message.

But despite being such a
talented arnst, Manam was
timid and never had the con-
fidence to share her art with
anyone, except for her par-
enis or her best friend, Zara.

The next day at schoal, Zara
greeted Mariam with exciting
vet exhilarating news. Zara
retrieved a glossy pamphlet
and gave it to Mariam.

Confused, Mariam held
onte it and asked, *Whart's
thiz, Zara®"

Zara enthusiastically said,
“Tust read the first line!™

Even with more confusion
at hand, Mariam read aloud:
“International Art Compen-
tion 2024, Submit your best
artwark for a chance to meet
world-famous artists and have
your artwork featured in five
different countries! The frst
10 winners will be awarded
with a cash prizel”

Reading this, a wave af ex-
citement rushed over Man:
am's body. This was the op-
portenity of a liferime! Bue
then, the fear inside her re-
surfaced.

“1...I don't know, Zara,” Mariam
stammered. “There are so0 many tal-
ented artists out there. What if I'm
B0t good enough:™

“Mariam, vou're one of the most
talented people 1 know. Your art is
amazing and I love how vou convert
thoughts into art!™ Zara put a com-

forting hand on ber shoulder. *You

short by the ringing bell that meant
the start of classes. Mrs Ahmed, the
art reacher, entered the class with a
new set of art projects for this rerm.
She instructed the students to begin
their projects and went around the
class offering guidance, When she
reached Maram's desk, her eyes
lingered on the beautiful skeich

Mariam was working on.
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despite those doubts i3 whar truly
makes an ariist. Your work 1s beau-
tiful because it's unigquely vours.
Daon’t let vour doubts keep you from
showing the world whar only vou
cancreate.”

Mrs Ahmed proceeded encourag:
ingly, “There's an art competiion
coming up that could be a great
apportunity for vou. Marnam, this

ciation for her work, boosting
Mariam's confidence.

Manam was determined to
participate in the art com-
petition, whether she won or
not. Channelling all her tal-
ent and creatvity into this
project, Mariam created a
masterpiece like none other.
She painted a beautiful land-
scape with silbouertes thar
reflected a journey of prowth,
self-beliefl amd  determina-
tion — much hke her own.
When the submission day fi-
nally came, Mariam handed
over her piece, feeling ac-
complished. She was grateful
for the expenience and the
tremendous support she had
gorten from her parems, Zara
and Mrs Ahmed.

The result was o be an-
nounced a few days larer.
Mariam was composed, she
was calm all this time. Soon
the resulis were sent to all the
schoaols who participated. The
pext day, during the assem-
bly, the results were to be an-
nounced, Sara awaired the an-
mouncement of the winners,
around a myriad of voung tal
ents each uniquely different.

Her deep trance was suddenly in-
terrupted by her name being called
for the winner from her school. At
that moment, Mariam experienced
disbeliel and joy, and an overwhelm-
ing sense of gratitude and self-as-
surance took over her, She realised
that with little encouragement and
somé self-belief, her dream had
come triee. B
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Movie

By Muhammad Suhayb

"8 Transformers One

aVe You ever
wondered
how the rival:

ry hetween Qpumus
- ' Prime and Megatron

k1 7 began? How were the

W seedsof the iconic Auto.
bot-Decepticon  rivalry
sown? Or what made Opti-
mus a champion of justice while
Mepatron embraced darkness?
What exactly s Cyberrron? And
what roles did Optimus Prime and
Megatron play there before the war?
If questions like these have
crossed your mind while warching
any Transformers movie, then Trars-
Jormers One is a muss-warch,

Praised as one of the best entries
in the franchise, this amimated
movie not only traces the origins
of Oprimus Prime and Megatron on
their home planet of Cybertron, but
also answers many lingering ques-
teons. Dhrected by Josh Cooley, 1t 15
the first Transformers movie to be
entirely animated, setting it apart
from previous live-action adapta.
teons,

It rells the story of how the min.
er Orwon Pax and D-16 are part of
the thousands of miners extracting
Energon in hopes of Matrix of Lead-
ership, whose return could resolve
their energy crisis.

The plot revolves around rhese two
friends who make it their mission to
do whar they feel is right for them
and their people, and that’s where
things go from good 1o really bad.
The film also features Keegan-M:-
chael Key as the ralkatve Bum-

WTTIRCETS. T DR

blebee (B-127), adding a comedic
touch, At the same time, Scariett Jo-
han<son, known for her role as Black
Widow in Marvels Avengers, voices
the no-nonsense Elita-l. Jon Hamm
and Laurence Fishburne also lend
their vaices as Sentinel Prime and
Alpha Trion in a film thar Mends
high-octane action with surprising
emational depth.

Trungformers One explores themes
of leadership, vision and the pivotal
choices that shape destimies. It of-
ters a fresh and meaningful rake on
a beloved franchise. If vou're a fan
of the franchise, Trangfermers One is
a must-see for understanding the or-
igins of the Autobors. @
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ite

By Asif All

Discover
hlstar;_cal
connections!

uring hestory
lectores,  or
reading histo-

ry chapters, we explore the lives of
famous figures and the vears they
spent making hastory, we often en-
couenter others from different fields
who lived during the same tme,
This intriguing overtap sparks cu-
ricsity - about their conmections
and influences, re-
vealing how closely
intertwined  their
timelines truly are.

While szearching
for one such famous
personality  and
their tmeline, 1
discovered another
figure and then an-
other. This led me
to this wonderful
site, Peralled Lives, which serves
as a ane-stop solution for studying
famows figures and their timeline.

Paratlel Lives 15 an interactive
nmeline created by Jan Willem
Tulp (an independent data expe-
rience desagner) who brings his-
tory to life by showing famous
figures who lived at the same
time across diverse fields such as
politics, science, religion, culture
and arts. The site focuses on fig-
wres from approximarely 4000 BC
to the present day. You can scroll
through centuries, filter by car

egories and zoom in for detailed
views of overlapping lives.

For example, the overlap be-
tween William Shakespeare and
Galileo Galilei is ourstanding as
both personalities lived during
the late 16th and early 17th cen-
turies, a period rich in cultur
al and scientific advancements.
Shakespeare’s contributions 1o

limerature coincided with Gali-
leo’s groundbreaking work in as-
tronomy, this shows bow the ars
and sciences evalved side by side,
shaping the intellectual land.
scape of their ime. Thus, you can
actually see famous historical fig.
ures in various fields making his-
tory at the same fnime.

If you are curious who was com-
posing svmphonies while the oth-
er was inventing the light bulb,
check out the site

Visit:https:/fjanwillemtulp.
githubao/prrallei-lves’ @

Your brain can predict the
future by a few seconds

Known as ‘prediclive coding,’ the brain
often ines fo anticipate whal's about o
happen in order to save time. This is

why you

sometimes
reach for

an objec
bebare it's
fully in sight
or anlicipate
the end of
SOMEone s
sentence. m
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Your stomach's mucus
layer renews itself every
two weeks

Stomach acid is 50 sirong it could dissolve
steel, To avoid digesting itsell, your slomach
has a special mucus fining thal renews avery
two weeks fo prodect it from the acid. =

S o 0

Pigeons can recognise human faces

Studies show that pigeons can identify individual human
faces, even distinguishing between those who have fed them
S and those who have chased them away. They can remember

specilic people over fime.
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Story time

By Wardah Sajjad

A night in
December

rOwing up in the country-
side, [ experienced all the
jovs of childbood — the
soothing seasonal chang-
es, chasing burterflies, having fun
with friends and discovering new
things every day.

However, the world, so0 familiar
and safe in daylight, transformed
inte a frightening and mysterious
place once the sun ser. One fear thar
I shared with many young ones and
which always sent shivers down my
spine, was the fear of darkness and
the unknown,

As mght fell, the darkness would
wrap the world like a blanker. It had
a chilling whisper that could freeze
¥ heart. When the lights went our
or were dimmed down, my fear woke
up. Even soft voices sounded terrify-
ing. Shadows looked like monsters.
The insecis’ chirping warned of dan-
ger. The moon and stars looked like
ghostly figures, And my imaginatson
would take control of my mind.

My fear worsened when I was sev-
en and started wearing glasses —
blurry vision made everything scar-
ter. [ kept the lights and glasses on
all might apd hugged my grandma
tight. The darkness haunted me and
I just wanted it to go away.

Grandma was old and kind. She
knew a lorof folk tales. In thespring,

we planted seeds of
carmols,  tomatoes
and peas togerher.
In the winter, we
would bake ege and
banana cake on the
wood stove. At neght
Grandma would lie
beside me and she
wauld hold my hand.

“Close your eves,
honey,” she would
say softhy,

“I want o be
brave!™ [ would say
in a whisper,

“You are brave,

my child,” she would
assure me.  “You
know, the things
around vou don’t
change at night.
They're  just  no

visible. Your teddy
15 el there on the
chair, my coat is
stall hanging on the
back of the door, even the curtains
are the same and vou, my dear, are
still safe in your bed. See the stars?
They are our friends, watching over
us,” grandma would explain gently.
And 50 1 would sleep peacetully
in her comforting embrace, and she
would slowly remove my glasses,

One December morning, grandma
accidentally fell down the stairs.
She got severe injuries. Uncle Hasan
and Aunt Marium rushed her to the
hospital and she was kept in the ICU
for many hours, That nighs, [ was
scared of two things: the darkness
and losang someone [ loved.

The next morning, we recerved the
news that Grandma hadn®t survived.
[ couldn’t believe she was gone for-
ever. | would never see her again.
It felt like a big hole had been dug
in my heart. | couldn’ stop crying.
Aunt Marium said she would stay
with me until my exams.

The house felt empty and scary
without grandma. Even in daylight,
I felr sad and frightened. One night
I decided something.

“T am tired of feeling insecure. |
have to conquer this fear someday,
why net now?™ [ thought and got o
of bed when Aunt Marium was sleep-
ing, looking tired.

I wirned off the
lights which were
kept on because of my
fear and after a min-
ute, the moonlight
pesked in from under
the door. The room
was dark, bur I rold
myself  everything
was the same as in
the davlight. I put on
my coat, gloves and
shoes.

Armidnight, I slow-
ly opened the door
and went ourside.
The porch was shin-
ing in the soft moon-
light. I sat down and
observed every de-
tarl around me; sur-
prisingly, my fear
started settling like
foam.  Evervthing
was peaceful, no
lurking shadows
OF monsters were
around. The orange
tree’s leaves were
MOVIng gently.

I looked up at the
moon  surroonded
by stars, feeling like they were
warching over me just like grand-
ma and appreciating my bravery. I
staved there for a very long rime,
ard when my eves got heavy, |
wenl mside to sleep. And after
that mght, my heart was free from
all my fears. @
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The weekly weird

Wi Kid’s Hot Mess { Museum technician | =
Vimgy s Moo, | sy |
po b bl disposes of artwork | =
eff Kinney, author I
of Diary of a Wimpy A new rechnician ar the LAM Mu- g =
Kid, has kicked off his sewi i the Wetherlands mistalien: M
Hor Mess tour to promate ly thresw away “All The Good Times
the series’ 19th book. We Spent Together,” an artwork by
Starting on October French artist Alexandre Lavet resem-
20, the tour will run bling two empty crushed beer cans. I
through November 3, { The museum, known for placing
2024. Kinney is rravelling W - art in unexpected spots 1o surprise I Man hrﬂaks intﬂ
nationwide in a themed food truck, performing an viewers, had displaved the piece in
interactive stage show and donating hooks. an elevator, where it was mistaken homes to do
The tour emphasises the importance of reading freedom, for discarded cans. Fortunately, a I
aiming to empower children in their book choices amid curator found the artwork in a bin hﬂ“ﬁﬂ'ﬂﬂrh
increasing book bans. In partnership with First Book, before it was permanently removed. I
Kinney will donare aver 100,000 books 1o Title I schools The museum holds no grudge against Damian Wojnilowicz was sentenced
and diverse communities. Highlights of the tour include the technician, acknowledging he l to 22 months in prison after breaking
a conveyor belt signing system and a Wimpy Kid-inspired was only doing his job. into two homes in Newport, Wales,
book menu, ensuring fun and inclusivity at each stop. @ Sietske van Zanten, the museum's I and performing chores such as hang-
director, said: “Our art encourages img laundry, cleaning fioors and raking

visitors to see evervday objects in out the trash. The man even left a note
New du:umentary on a new light. By displaying arrworks | | that read “Dan't worry, be happy, eat
* 1 sas in unexpected places, we amplify up and scratch®® for ope of the victims.
Ghl'lstﬂphﬂl' R'E'E?E 3 IESIIIEME this experience and keep visitors on l Though Wojnibowicz didn'r steal any-
their toes.” B thing significant, his actions made res-
The new documentary Super/ I idents uneasy. One homeowner was 20
Mrn: The Christopher Reeve disturbed by the incident that she tem-
Story explores actor Christopher ‘ porarily maved in with friends.
Reeve's Life, focusing on themes I Wojnilowicz’s lawyer explained he
of love, loss and resilience. was homeless and intended no harm,
After a tragic 1995 accident I yet the court deemed hima *significant
lefr Reeve paralysad, he risk to the public.” ®

became a passwnate advocate
for spinal cord injury awareness
and continued his career in

the entertainment industry.
Directed by lan Bonhite and Peter Ettedgui, the film
highlights Reeve’s journey through grief, adaprarion,
and advocacy for the disabled community, and it incliedes
deeply personal interviews with his children, capturing

his legacy. ®

T ¢ i 4 Baker creates miniature
Yansiormey truckKs . ;
aristocratic dress cakes

turn into mobile |

Vietnamese cake

hﬂ.l’lqllﬂt halls I arTise, :'-'gu:Len I:'u
. Hoang Anh, has
Tim Burton, a technophobe In  rural

gained viral anen-

China, tra- tion for his ingri-

Whﬂ' PIEfErE Elﬂﬂdﬁ over t'ECh nsformer cate cakes shaped

trucks that like miniature

im Burton, the acclaimed unfold into § aristocratic  dress.

director of Beetlejuice and banguet -' es5. Known for his
Edward Scissorhands, has revealed halls  have : : expertise with fon- £
his aversion to technology, stating pained pr.pulant'l. fior Ibzs.nng E'L'-EI'.lH. I dant fowers, the i
i heisa“bit of a technophobe." like weddings and festivals. These Myearald wok on | &
¢ Inarecent BBC News interview, he trucks, which transform in six manutes I dress-shaped cakes { E
¢ admitted that browsing the internet and accommodate up to 200 guests, fea- B as a personal chal- v
& often leaves him feeling depressed ture air copditioning, screens and ka- I lenge, inspired by Barogue-era gowns. ;

and prefers to find jov in simpler,
muore rangible experiences, like observing clouds, which
he finds uplifting. Burton is working on his upcoming
projects, including the new Beetlejiice sequel and
episodes for Nettlix's Wednesday, He remains focused on
the creative aspects of Ailmmaking while steering clear of
the digiral distractions that can dampen his spirits. m

raoke equipment. However, they lack
kitchens. Renting one costs around

Each cake, crafred with lavers of sponge ¢
and buttercream, is rnen-:uh:-ush shaped by i‘
8000 vuan {$1,130) for two days. l hand to mimic fabric pleats, bems and uny §

Originally seen in Inner Mongo- — accessories, taking 3.5 days to -:-:umpJE[e E-
lia, these mobile venues have spread I These edible masterpieces are priced be- i
across northern provinces, despite ® tween 3.5 million and 5 million VND (3140- ¢
their high purchase price of up o 1 g $200), reflecting the detailed craftsmanship §
million yuan ($141.000). = I invalved. @ i

'51'-.’(-1 W a0 e T O
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Story time

By Movaira Waseem Rizvi

Strength in

adversity

mer was a mischievons,

vet intelligent, bay, capa:

ble of doing many grear

things. He excelled in
sports, academics and much more.
However, he oftén made fun of
others who were not as talent
ed or capable as he was, His
life seemed perfect; he had J
many friends and enjoved B
life 1o the fulless. He J
had never been alone,
as everyone flocked m
him because of his ex-
cellence.

One day, while re-
turning home from
a foothall match,
Omer thought it
would be fun to play
a prank on his par-
ents. He decided to
pretend he was jump-
ing aff the roof. Af- §
ter preparing for the
prank, be called out to g
his parents, shouring,
“Mum! Dad: Look! I can
do this stunt!™

Having recognised his
pranks before, his parents
brushed it off and left, think-
ing it was just another poke. Little
did they know that this prank would
bead to a rragic outcome,

As Omer attempted to come down,
his foor goa stuck, and he slipped
from the roof. Imitially, be held onto
the railing and shouted for help, bur
his parents thought it was another
prank and ignored him., Usfortu.
nately, Omer lost his grip and fell
to the ground. When the sound of
his fall reached them, his parents
rushed ourside to find their son [y
ing on the foor, severely injured.
TrLe:.' quickly took him to the hospi.
[a

Afrer treanng him, the doctor
informed Omer’s parents that he
was fine, bur also delivered the
heart-breaking news that he would
mever walk again, Overwhelmed
with grief, Omer became silent and
refused to see anvone, He became
increasingly aperessive due to his
imability o do the things he once
loved. Most of his friends aban-

doned him, leaving him alone and
lonely.

When school resumed a week lat-
er, Omer decided to hide his fear
and sadness behind a fagade of an-
ger. People viewed him with pity,
which only fuelled his rage, making
him feel even mare isolated. If any-
one tried to befriend him, be would
humiliate them in return.

Two weeks into the school vear,
a project was assigned, for which
students had to create somerhing
related o technology, experiments
of community service, Omer was
grouped with two classmates, Al
and Samar, who were kind-hearred
and tried to consale him after hes
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accident. However, Omer treated
them with disdain.

As the deadline approached, Ali
and Samar began discussing ideas,
but Omer dismissed them, belii-
tling their sugpestions, Deep down,
he was grappling with guilr for his
foalish prank that had changed his
life forever.

One day, their teacher asked about
their project. When it was Omer's

group’s turn, the weacher inguired,
*How i5 your project going?”™

Al and Samar exchanged nervous
glances, while Omer contemptuous-
Iy stared, “They can’t do anything;
thev're just useless.™

The rteacher, understanding
Omer’s situation, responded, “This
15 a ream project. It vou don't work
together, you will all be disguali-
fied”

Annoyed, Omer left the class,
while Al and Samar decided to con-
tinue working, hoping Omer would
eventually join them.

On his way home, Omer saw a boy
older than him on a wheelchair. He
followed the bov to a garden where

i ""-"._'l':l = i .|.—'|. -I-I
I W | LW B
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ke was coaching kids how to play
football, despite being umable 1o
play himself. Omer was impressed.
Hesitating at first, he approached
the boy and introduced himself.

“What's vour name?"™ Omer asked.

“My name is Saad,” the boy re-
plied.

Curious, Omer asked, “How long
have you been like this?"

Saad answered, “Since I was ten
years ald.”

Ar thar momenr, Omer realised
that there were many others in situ-
ations worse than his own.

He asked, “How do you manage
everything with this condition?”

Saad smiled and replied, *It'
simple. I accept my reality and ad-
just my life to At my situanon, |
loved plaving football, but since
I can't, | decided to reach oth-
h ers instead.”
A Omer was  struck by
Saads words. “So you've
turned your adversity
A into strength,” he said.
*Yes," maad smuled.
“Bug the firsq step 15

accepting your reali-

ty, and then vou can
move forward.”

Omer went home,
called Ali and Samar
te meet him at his
house. Both  were
confused by the in-
vitation but somehow,
they arrived.

Omer without wasting
time apalogised for his be-
havwour and said, 1 have a
brilliznt idea if you're will-
ing to listen.”

“Sure, tell us,” rhey said.
Omer proposed, “Let's create a
group that conpects people facing
similar challenpes, so they can sup-
port each other. We can starta camp
where we help people discover what
they love todo and learn from expe
rienced individuals.™

Ali and Samar exchanged excir
ed glances and exclaimed, “That’s
a great ideal It could belp o0 many
peaple, and we might even win first
place!™

From that moment on, the three
of them began working on the pro-
ject. Omer slowly recovered from
his sorrow, and their teacher recog
nised their efforts. They completed
their project and received appre-
ciation, ultimately winning first
prize.

From this experience, Omer
learned that if a person stays calm
and confident while bravely facing
EVErY situation, they can Overcoms
any challenge. Moreover, some-
tiEmes your greatest weaknesses can
become vour greatest strenpgths. ®
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How can | get
more people to
see my work?
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Story time

By Maryam Siddiqui

A glimpse into a
ruined world

r was a usual sunny day with

a light breeze blowing in the

early morning and me head-

ing off for schoal with a glum
face, as T usually did every Tuesday
MOFE-

You see every Toesday, we had
this environmental studies class,
which I never looked forward m. We
always discussed wavs to fight glob-
al warming, consarve the environ-
ment and address climate change. |
always wondered if it would really
be 50 bad of our world was affect-
ed by rthese problems, | mean, we
are already living in a world full of
problems, what difference would
few other problems make?

The class began and it was as bor-
ing as usual. The teacher discussed
small things that we could do to help
pratect earth, like using reusable
bags, comtaipers and water bottles,
turning off hghts, electroncs and
taps when not in use and many oth-
er things, but vou get the wea, Af-
ter what seemed like forever, school
ended and | headed home.

An home, as usual, my mother had
lunch ready and my grandfather,
who was a very famous inventor,
was, as usual, nowhere to be seen,
probably in his laboratory working
on this machine he had been wark-
ing on bor months, which T knew
nothing about. I ate lunch and
wished for something excitng 1o
happen in my boring life.

After lunch, | headed towards my
grandfather’s lab, but upon reaching
there, | was surprised 1o see that no
only the door was opened, but there
also sto0d my grandps beamung ar
me, which was highly unusual. He
looked quite excired and signalled
me to come in and [ happily ohliged.

He showed me his lagest invention,
which stood in the middle of the
room, It looked like @ computer with
a large screen and a kevboard, bur
atop the kevboard rested a VR bead-
et which seemed to also be connect-
éd to this strange device.

I looked at my grandfather in con-
fusion and asked, “What is this?™

“Y¥ou koow how humans always
have questions about what if this
happened and what if that hap-
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peped? Well, T used human curi-
asity as my base and came up with
the tdea of the “What If Machine.”
Using the latest Al models and VR
rechnalogy, this machine holds the
power to not only answer your
guestions, bur also creare a sce-
Nario o AnSWer YOUr questms
mare practically. Those scenes
are 50 realistic that not only do
viui see yoursell there but also
feel it. I have run multiple tests
and it'’s in perfect working con-
dition,” he explained. He then
asked me, “Do you want to have
apa?"

I did want to have a go as the
machine sounded exciting. [ won-
dered what 1 would ask the ma-
chine, then told my grandpa, *I
want 1o know whar would happen
if the warld was affected by global
Warming:"

My grandpa seemed a little nerv-
s and asked, “Are vou sure kiddo?
It's kind of a complex topic.” [ mod-
ded in the afhirmanve. 30 my grand-
father shrogged and asked me to sit
down and put on the VR headset, and
1 did 0. He then typed in the ques-
ion and it appeared on the screen.

My view changed and the pext
thing I saw was a barren landscape.
Words appeared an my vision, which
explained thar it was the vear 2030
and that the temperature was 50°C,
which was a normal average rem-
perature for that vear. The scene
in fromt of me was quite horrid. The
earth was cracked, dry and dusty,
with little to no vegetation and rem-
nants of what used o be fertile spal,
now eroded, There were no trees,
and if there was anvthing, was the
remnant of trees, The sun was blaz-
ing hot and the sky wasa dull, faded
colowur due to the oxic air and dust
particles. | was just processing all
thiz when my view shifted again,

Now, I could see a beach and the
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temperature there was also really
high. The ocean stretched before
me, bur it wasn't how 1t wswally
looked. Instead, it was dirty and
with rrash floating on the surface.
Waves crashed along the shore,
warmer than they should have been.
The air felt srale, a reminder of the
rotting plants and trash gathered
along the shore,

My view changed yer again, and
this time [ could see icebergs, a
fraction of the size they usually
are, The ice, which should have
gleamed pure white under the sun,
looked slushy and thin, its edges
melring into the dark, cold warer.
Chunks of 1ce broke off every few
minutes, splashing into the ocean,
leaving the ceberg smaller with
each fall. T had read abourt icebergs
melting, but actually seeing this

Mgt Ly Adwvwiah

was quite horrible.

My view shifted once more, this
time [ could see a city in truly bad
condition. The streers were altered
almost bevond recogminion. Build-
ings near the water's edge were el
ther abandoned or had their lower
floors swallowed by rising tides
Sandbags lined the streets, a des-
perate attempt 1o keep the sea at
bay. The grass was dry. The city's
roofs gleamed with solar panels,
clinging to capture whatever ener-
ﬁ;hey could capture to survive the

i
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My view changed ver again, this
time [ was seeing a bustling street
The sun was blazing overhead, cast
ing an intense, almast blinding
light. People moved along the streer,
their faces hidden behind some new
kind of masks. I was told that in this
era, masks were used for protéction
against smog and pollution in the
air, Cooling stations were installed
in many places, that released a
gentle mist and people lined up in
front of them. I was explained that
these were essential with tempera-
tures often too high m bear the heat
without a break. People wore Light-
weight fabrics thar reflected rhe
blazing sunlight instead of absorh-
ing it. Everyone rode in electric ve-
hicles because it was necessary cut
down on fossil fuel emission to help
improve the bad air conditions.

My view then shifted again, this
time revealing a forest — a brown,
desolate forest — that signified
life had ended there. There was
no greenery, only the burned
and lifeless remains of brttle
branches and dead leaves scar
tered acrass the forest oor. The
rrees stood like hollow shells,
stripped of vitality, as though
time had drained away their spir-
it, leaving nothing but a haunt-
ing salence in its wake,

My view again chanped and |
could see a world with increased
droughts and water scarcity.
Communiries were fighting each
ather for water and food. The pric-
es for everything were extremely
high. It was like looking at a world
where there was only survival of
the fittest.

Seeing all thar chaos, havoc and
detertorated condition of the world,
I couldnt take it anymore and
pulled the VR headset off.

My grandfarher looked ar me with
concern for 1 was panting and my
face had kost all colour. He hurried-
ly handed me a glass of water.

“You okay, kiddo?™ he asked and |
assured him that [ was fine. Then he
asked me of [ had gotten the answer
to my question.

“Yes grandpa, | got my answer. |
saw the terrible future we are head-
ed owards and [ will do everything
in my power o prevent it from hap-
pening. I will also spread the word
to other people.” I replied.

I pledged, and oh, and I ao longer
hated Tuesday's environmenial
class because it was actually the
time I was learning wavs to com-
bat the causes making our world go
dark. Each lesson opened my eves
to the impacts of pellution, deforest
ation and climare change and I felt
3 growing responsibility to make a
difference. ®
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