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‘8,000 NORTH KOREAN
TROOPS DEPLOYED IN
RUSSIA'S KURSK REGION’
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'WAQF AMENDMENTS
ARE VITAL'
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PEOPLE'S PARLIAMENT, ALWAYS IN SESSION

BUDGET GAMBLE
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NZ PULL INDIA BACK
WITH QUICK WICKETS
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GOLD 81,930.00

| SILVER 1,06,000 |

BRENT CRUDE (IN $) 73.564.0.75

~ WEATHER

Generally clear. Cloudy sky may
develope late. Maximum and minimum
temperatures likely to be around

33°C and 24°C respectively.

RAINFALL: NIL

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

Max. 76% Min. 61%
TEMPERATURE

Max: 33.4°C Min: 24.8°C
SUN RISES SUN SETS
05:41 hrs 16:58 hrs
MOON RISES MOON SETS
06:12 hrs 17:20 hrs

Full Moon on 16 November

THUMBNAILS
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Devotees feedlng the mlgratory Siberian
Seagulls while taking a boat ride on the
waters of river Yamuna, in Prayagraj on
Friday. = ani

Rajesh Kumar Singh takes charge as
India’'s new defence secretary: Rajesh
Kumar Singh, a 1989-batch IAS officer from
the Kerala cadre, assumed the role of
Defence Secretary at South Block in New
Delhi on Friday. Previously, he served as the
Officer on Special Duty (Defence Secretary-
designate). In his first act, Singh paid trib-
ute to the fallen heroes by laying a wreath
at the National War Memorial in New Delhi.

Indiaand Chinaresume

jointpatroisinDemchok

PatrolsintheDepsangregionarealso expectedtostartshortly

On Friday, after
verification pro-
cedures were
completed, joint
patrols resumed
in Demchok, and
similar efforts
are planned for
Depsang.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

fter four years
of heightened
tensions and a
deadly clash in
the Galwan Valley, which
led to a prolonged mil-
itary standoff between
India and China along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), joint patrols
resumed in Demchok,
eastern Ladakh, on Friday
following a mutual dis-
engagement.

Indian defence
sources indicate that
patrols in the Depsang
region are also expected
to start shortly.

The renewed
patrolling comes on the
heels of Diwali, marked
by a traditional exchange
of sweets between Indian

e

and Chinese soldiers at
multiple LAClocations,
including Chushul Maldo
and Daulat Beg Oldi,
celebrating a step toward
normality. This gesture
followed a complete
troop withdrawal from
both sides along the east-
ern Ladakh border area,
an outcome of recent
peace talks.

The deadly 2020
clashes in the Galwan
and Pangong Tso areas
had cost the lives of 20
Indian soldiers and led
both countries to
mobilise large contin-
gents of troops along
the LAC.

Dlsputes over infra-
structure development
in the Galwan River Val-
ley, particularly a key
road connectingIndia’s
strategic Daulat Beg Oldi
airbase, triggered the
tensions in this histori-
cally contested region.

On Friday, after ver-
ification procedures were
completed, joint patrols
resumed in Demchok,
and similar efforts are
planned for Depsang.
Troop activities are being
carefully managed, with
protocols in place to
avoid misunderstandings
and prevent future esca-
lations.

Surveillance along
the LAC will continue,
employing advanced
technologies to uphold
the disengagement
agreement.

While these develop-
ments mark a milestone,
talks remain ongoing to
resolve standoffs in other
contested areas, such as
Galwan, Gogra Hot
Spring, and Pangong
Tso.

In addition to troop
reductions, ground-level
communication at the
brigadier level will help
maintain order and
reduce the likelihood of
future tensions.

PM-EAC Chairman Dr Bibek Debroy
passes away, tributes pour in

RITA SACHDEVA
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

Bibek Debroy, Chairman of
The Prime Minister’s Eco-
nomic Advisory Counciland
arenowned economist, passed
away on Friday. He was 69.
Apart from being a learned
scholar and author, he was
known for translating the Bha-
gavad Gita, Mahabharata,
Ramayana and Puranas into
English.

Debroy is survived by his
wife Suparna and two sons,
settled abroad. He was admit-
ted to the AIIMS emergency
around 10 p.m. on Thursday
and died at 7 a.m. on Friday.
Sources said the cause of
deathwas subacuteintestinal
obstruction. They further
informed thathe had ahistory
of diabetes, hypertension and
a blockage in the heart for
which he had a pacemaker.

President Draupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi condoled Debroy's
death.The President said in
Debroy'sdemise, the country

has lost an eminent public
intellectual who enriched
diverse fields, from policy
making to translating India's
great scriptures.''His under-
standingofIndia’s social, cul-
tural and economiclandscape
was exceptional. For his extraor-
dinary contributions, he was
honoured with Padma Shri. I
convey my condolences to
his family, friends and admir-
ers," she said in her post on
the social media platform.
PM Modi said Bibek Debroy
was a towering scholar, well-
versed in diverse domains
like economics, history, culture,
politics, spirituality and more.
“Through his works, he left
an indelible mark on India’s

intellectual landscape. Beyond
his contributions to public
policy, he enjoyed working
on our ancient texts, making
them accessible to theyouth,”
he said in his post on X.

With awealth of expertise
in macroeconomics, public
finance, and infrastructure,
Debroy published extensively
onvarious subjects, including
economic reforms and gov-
ernance.

Bibek Debroy's insights
into the Indian railways were
particularlynoteworthy, reflect-
ing his deep understanding
of the nation's economic
framework.

Condoling Bibek Debroy’s
demise, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
wrote on ‘X: “Saddened by
thenews of the sudden demise
of Bibek Debroy, noted econ-
omist and chairman of PM’s
EconomicAdvisory Council.
A brilliant son of Bengal and
ascholar of repute, he will be
remembered by us. Condo-
lences to the bereaved family
and friends”.

[will strengthen partnership
withIndiaand my good
friend Modi: Donald Trump

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

US presidential candidate
Donald Trump has said that
he would protect 'Hindu
Americans' against the anti-
religion agenda of theradical
Leftand strengthen his coun-
try's partnership with India
and 'my good friend' Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

In a social media post on
"X"onthe occasion of Diwali,
hesaid hisrivalin the election
and Vice-President Kamala
Harris Kamala Harris would
destroy small businesses of
Hindu Americanswith more
regulations and higher taxes.
“By contrast, I cut taxes, cut
regulations, unleashed Amer-
ican energy, and built the
greatesteconomy in history.
We will do it again, bigger
and better than ever before—
and we will Make America
GreatAgain,'' the former pres-
identsaid and wished 'Happy
Diwali' to All. “I hope the

Delhirecordswarmest Octoberin 73 years,
facesseverepost-Diwalipollution surge

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,1 NOVEMBER

Delhi experienced its warmest
October this year, with tem-
peratures reaching levels
not seen in 73 years, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said on Friday.

The average maximum
temperature in October 2024
wasrecorded at 35.1 degrees
Celsius, and the average min-
imum temperature stood at
21.2 degrees Celsius at Saf-
darjung Observatory, Delhi's
premier weather station.

Historically, the maximum
temperatures recorded in
October were 35.5 degrees
Celsiusin 1907, 35.0 degrees
Celsius in both 1930 and
1938, 35.8 degrees Celsiusin
1941, and 36.2 degrees Celsius
in 1951.

Alongside the unseason-
ably warm temperatures,
pollution levels in Delhi

surged, with a smoky haze
reappearing on Friday morn-
ing after residents flouted
the ban on firecrackers during
Diwali celebrations. Most
areas of the capitalrecorded
an Air Quality Index (AQI) of
over 350, raising health con-
cerns.

At the India Gate, where
the AQI stood around 317

post-Diwali, a cyclist com-
mented: “Because of the pol-
lution, terrible things are hap-
pening. It came on very sud-
denly this time. Just a few
days ago, there was nothing,
and nowmybrotherhas fallen
sick. I used to come here to
cycle with him, but he has
been severely affected by the
pollution lately. And today,

the pollution is extreme.”

Around 7 a.m, Anand
Vihar recorded an AQI of
395, Aya Nagar stood at 352,
Jahangirpuri at 390, and
Dwarkareached 376 ~ each
reporting "very poor" air
quality, posing significant
health risks.

The pollution problem
extended beyond Delhi; sev-
eral cities across India,
including major metros like
Chennai and Mumbai,
reported similar post-Diwali
conditions, with smog and
poor air quality impacting
large areas.

Data from the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) highlighted the seri-
ous impact of pollution, par-
ticularly following the Diwali
celebrations, raising concerns
aboutair quality and public
health nationwide.

(Spike in air, noise pol-
lution in Kolkata: Page 4)

Festival of Lightsleads to the
Victory of Good over Evil!"'

Mr Trump also strongly
condemned the violence
against Hindus, Christians,
and other minoritieswho are
getting attacked and looted
bymobsin Bangladesh, which,
he said, remains in a total
state of chaos.

“Itwould have never hap-
pened on my watch. Kamala
and (President) Joe (Biden)
have ignored Hindus across
the world and in America.
They have been a disaster
from Israel to Ukraine to our
own Southern Border, but
we will Make America Strong
Again and bring back Peace
through Strength!” the former
president said.

3 in Uluberia
killed in fire

from bursting
crackers

KOLKATA,1 NOVEMBER

Three personsincludingagirl
and two children died while
ateenagerwasseverelyinjured
after a fire broke out in a
housefromburstingfirecrack-
ers at Bazarpara in Uluberia
this evening.

The fire quickly spread
and engulfed a nearby shop,
leaving three dead around
7 p.m. Police and fire brigade
rushed to the spot. Locals
said a few children were
bursting firecrackers in front
of the house of Kajal Mistry,
in Uluberia’s Ward No. 27,
when the fire broke out,
trapping the family members
inside the house. Tania Mis-
try, Ishan Dhara, and Momtaz
Khatun died of severe burns.
Several others were injured.
Somelocalssaid thatalarge
quantity of firecrackers was
stored inside the house. svs

epaper.thestatesman.com

PM Modiattacks Congfor making
‘take’promisesit can’tdeliver

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

Prime Minister Narendra
Modion Friday attacked the
Congress Party for making
“fake” promises which it was
not able to deliver and was
badly exposedin front of the
people.

Inaseries on postsonsocial
media platform X, he said:
“The Congress Partyisrealising
the hard way that making
unreal promises is easy but
implementing them properly
is tough or impossible.”

Mr Modi wrote: “Cam-
paign after campaign they
promise things to the people,
which they also know they
will never be able to deliver.
Now, they stand badly
exposed in front of the people!
#FakePromisesOfCongress.”

In another post, the Prime
Minister said: “Check any
state where the Congress has
Governments today --
Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka
and Telangana -- the devel-
opmental trajectory and fiscal
health is turning from bad
to worse.”

“Their so-called Guaran-
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tees lie unfulfilled, which is
a terrible deceit upon the
people of these states. The
victims of such politics are
the poor, youngsters, farmers
and women, who are not
only denied the benefits of
these promises but also see
their existing schemes dilut-
ed,” the post said.

In Karnataka, the Prime
Minister said in another post,
“the Congress is busier in
intra-party politics and loot
instead of even bothering to
deliver on development. Not
only that, theyarealso going
torollback existing schemes.”

“In Himachal Pradesh,
salaries of Government work-
ers is not paid on time. In
Telangana, farmers are waiting
for the waiver they promised.
Previously, in Chhattisgarh
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and Rajasthan they promised
certain allowances which
were never implanted for
fiveyears. There are numerous
such examples of how the
Congress works,” he said.

He wrote: “The people of
the country will have to be
vigilant against the Congress
sponsored culture of fake
promises! We saw recently
how the people of Haryana
rejected their lies and preferred
a Government thatis stable,
progress oriented and action
driven.”

The Prime Minister’s posts
came in reply to the BJP’s
official comment on the Con-
gress Party thatits party pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge had
finally advised the party to
make only such promises
which it can deliver.

Earlier, Mr Kharge had
asked the Congress units
headed for elections to
announce guarantees on the
basis of their budget. Mr
Kharge urged for careful con-
sideration and warned that
an unplanned approach could
lead to financial difficulties
and negatively impact future
generations

Notsurprised EC gaveitself clean chit: Cong
slamspoll panel onresponse toits complaints

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

After the Election Commission
ofIndia (ECI) dismissed alle-
gations by the Congress party
regardingirregularitiesin the
recent Haryana elections, the
Congress submitted a "counter
response” to the ECI on Friday,
describing its initial reply as
"generic" and focused on
dismissing the complaints
and their petitioners.
Congress leader Jairam

Ramesh shared the letter on
X, stating: “The ECI gave a
non-reply toINCIndia's spe-
cificcomplaintsin 20 Vidhan
Sabha constituencies in
Haryana.” The party further
remarked: "Not surprisingly,
the ECI has given a clean chit
toitself. Ordinarily, we would
have left it there. However,
the tone and tenor of the
ECI'sresponse, the language
used, and the accusations
levelled against the INC com-
pel us to submit this count-

er-response.”

The Congress also criti-
cised the “pattern” outlined
by the ECI in Paragraph 8 of
itsreply, callingit “disingen-
uous”. The Congress also
claimed that, despite filing
over a hundred complaints
against the Prime Minister
and the Home Minister, the
ECI hastaken action onnone,
while holding Congress's
president and former presi-
dent to account for their
actions or speeches.
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Golden Fibre shapes Golden Future _

You're invited to grand opening of our
"SONALI" Showroom on
2" November, 2024 at 5.00 p.m.

FUTT WANR |NiNA

at Dakshinapan, Dhakuria, Kolkata
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The Showroom will be inaugurated by
Shri Moloy Chandan Chakrabortty

Jute Commissioner
s e e

Shri Shashi Bhushan Singh

Secretary, National Jute Board

will grace the occasion as Special Guest
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We warmly welcome you to join us on this special occasion

MINISTRY OF TEXTILES, GOVT OF INDIA

Jute Fancy Bags | Jute Omaments | Maffings | Gift Articles | Handicrafts | Wall Decoratives | Will be on Display & Sale
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Winter session of Assembly

Confectioners prepare for
Bhai Phonta with specially-
designhed sweets in Kolkata
on Friday.s sns

ICC mourns Bibek Debroy's
death: "Indian Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) deeply
mourns the passing away
of Shri Bibek Debroy, noted
Indian Economist today. He
had immensely contributed
in his roles as the chairman
of the Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minis-
ter of India, the chairman
of the finance ministry's
'Expert Committee for
Infrastructure Classifica-
tion and Financing Frame-
work for Amrit Kaal' mem-
ber of Niti Ayog, from its
inception in January 2015
till June 2019. He has
authored several books
and has addressed several
of our Chamber pro-
grammes in the past. ICC
gratefully acknowledges
Mr Debroy s contributions
to Game theory, Economic
theory, income and social
inequalities, poverty, law
reforms, railway reforms
and Indology among oth-
ers. It is uncanny that he
could feel his end was near
and four days before he
passed away he wrote his
obituary. Indian Chamber
of Commerce stands by his
family in this sad moment,"
said Dr Rajeev Singh, direc-
tor general, ICC. SNS

Kali idol jewellery robbed:
Gold and silver jewellery of
Kali idol was stolen from a
temple after the pujas
that ended wee hours of
Friday at a village in Aus-
gram, East Burdwan. At
Deasa village near Guskara
town, Kali Puja at an old
temple continued till 1 am
today. The priest and mem-
bers of the temple's men-
tor family vacated the
premises and the temple
was locked thereafter. But,
in the morning, the vil-
lagers were shocked after
seeing that the miscreants
had broken down the door
and robbed the entire 1.5
tolla of gold jewellery and
4 tolla of silver ornaments.
The police have begun a

probe.tor general, ICC. sns

tostarton25November

Likely to bestormyoveracoupleofissues, includingRGKar rape & murder case

AGENCIES
KOLKATA,1 NOVEMBER

he winter session of

the West Bengal

Assembly slated to

resume on 25 Nove-
mber is likely to be stormy
over a couple of issues, includ-
ing the RGKarrape and mur-
der case.

Accordingtoinsiders from
the ruling Trinamul Congress,
the Treasury Bench during
the winter Session will move
aresolution condemningthe
role of the Union government
in releasing money to the
state government under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY) scheme.

Sources in the state unit
of BJPsaid thatonce theres-
olution is moved their legis-
lators will counter the argu-

ments of the TreasuryBench
and highlight instances of
brewing public grievances
in different pockets of the
state over corruption in the
implementation of the hous-
ing scheme.

During his recent visit to
West Bengal, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah had also
been vocal against the state
government regarding the
irregularities in West Bengal

over the implementation of
the Centrally-sponsored
schemes, especially the PMAY
and the 100-dayjob scheme
under MGNREGA.

The Union home minister
accused the state government
and the ruling party of ren-
dering benefits under such
schemes to their party con-
fidants and denying the eli-
gible ones. He also said that
if BJP comes to power in

West Bengal after the 2026
West Bengal Assembly elec-
tions they will be cleaning
up the accounting system
under such schemes.

The second issue on which
the winter session of the
Assembly is expected to be
quite stormy is the ghastly
rape and murder ofawoman
junior doctor of R.G. Kar
Medical College and Hospital
in Kolkata in August.

The point of reference on
thisissue would be the Apara-
jita Women & Child Bill, the
new bill seeking capital pun-
ishment for convicts in rape
and rape and murder cases,
which though passed on the
floor of the House in Sep-
tember this yearis still pending
clearance from the office of
the Indian President Droupadi
Murmu.

DECKED UP
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Kolkata’'s streets look dazzling with lights for Diwali and Kali Puja.= MouL MoNDAL

601arrested across city for firecrackerviolations

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,1 NOVEMBER

Amid allegations of bursting
of high-decibel firecracker
in the city and outskirts,
Kolkata Police arrested 601
people for bursting banned
firecrackers and disorderly
conductinthelast24 hours.
A senior police officer
confirmed thereports, stating
that several police teams
responded to calls about the
illegal use of firecrackers.
The police also seized
over 700 kg of banned fire-
crackers, 79.4litres ofliquor,
and prosecuted over 800
people for traffic violations.
Kali Puja and Diwali were
celebrated in West Bengal
on Thursday. Despite a court

order restricting the use of
firecrackers to a two-hour
window and allowing only
green crackers, many resi-
dentsreported hearing high-
intensity blasts throughout
the night.

Kolkata Police arrested
265 people for burstingfire-
crackers, 328 for disorderly
conduct, and eight for gam-
bling. A total of 717.8 kg of
banned fireworks were seized.
The Kolkata Traffic Police
prosecuted 296 bikers, 93
pillion riders, 93 for rash
driving, 90 for drunk driving,
and 196 others for various
traffic violations.

Assenior IPS officer stated
that such checks and arrests
would continue for the next
few days.

Residents across the city
expressed frustration over
the disregard for the court
order. Theyreported hearing
firecrackers long before the
permitted two-hour window.
The noise levels of the fire-
crackers far exceeded the
legal limit of 125 decibels at
4 metres.

Despiteinitial optimism,
the city was soon filled with
the sound of high-intensity
blasts.

Residents from various
neighbourhoods, including
Ballygunge, Dum Dum,
Kasba, Behala, Baranagar,
Jadavpur, Salt Lake, New
Town, Rajarhat, and along
VIP Road, expressed disap-
pointment over the lack of
compliance.

Post-Diwali pollutionin Midnaporesparks
health warnings and demand for stricter controls

BISWABRATA GOSWAMI
MIDNAPORE, 1 NOVEMBER

Following recent Kali Puja
and Diwali celebrations, air
pollution levels in Midnapore
and surrounding areas have
skyrocketed to alarming
heights, raising grave health
concerns among environ-
mentalists and healthcare
professionals.

The drastic spike, attrib-
uted primarily to extensive
use of firecrackers and fire-
works despite restrictions
on high-pollution varieties,
poses a severe risk to public
health, particularly for vul-
nerable groups such as chil-
dren and the elderly.

Professor Pravat Kumar
Shit and his research team
have been actively monitoring
Midnapore’s air quality
throughout the festive season.
He expressed urgent concern
over the hazardous levels
observed, with air quality
metrics far exceeding safety
thresholds.

“The pollution spike was
remarkable, with particulate
matter levels that are not
only unhealthy but haz-
ardous,” Professor Shit stated,
stressing the need forimme-
diate intervention to protect
public health and prevent
further environmental degra-
dation.

Air quality readings col-
lected during the festivities
underscore a worrying
increase in airborne partic-
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ulate matter.

In Rabindranagar on
Wednesday night, PM2.51ev-
els were recorded at 87 micro-
grams per cubic metre, while
PM10 levels reached 104
micrograms.

However, by Thursday
night, theselevels escalated
sharply, with PM2.5 concen-
trations soaring to 348 micro-
grams and PM10 peaking at
ahazardous 480 micrograms
per cubic metre.

Comparable trends were
observed in Bartalachak,
Sepai Bazaar, Kuikota, Ranga-
mati, Burgetown, Saratpalli,
Bidhan Nagar, and Dharma,
indicating a widespread crisis
across Midnapore.

Forreference, PM2.5levels
below 30 micrograms per
cubic metre are considered
safe, with categories from
“satisfactory” to “severe”
defining escalating levels.

PM10 particles, deemed
safe below 50 micrograms
per cubic metre, follow a
similar risk scale. By these

metrics, the current pollution
levelsin Midnapore fall under
the “severely polluted” cat-
egory, indicatingdangerous
air quality and posingimme-
diate health hazards.
Despite a town-wide ban
on high-emission firecrackers,
numerousreportsreveal that
residents flouted these restric-
tions, using crackers known
for their intense emissions,
such as “Chocolate bombs,”
“Dodomas,” and “Kali
Patkas.” This disregard for
regulations, particularly in
residential and commercial
areas, has led environmen-
talists to call for stricter
enforcement measures.
Environmental advocates
argue that previous regulatory
attempts to curb pollution
through limited enforcement
have had little success. Stricter
monitoring and substantial
fines for violators may be
required to prevent the use
of high-emission firecrackers
in future celebrations.
Local healthcare providers

have voiced serious concerns
over the health impacts of
prolonged exposure to high
pollution levels.

The fine PM2.5 particles,
small enough to enter the
bloodstream, are particularly
dangerous and can lead to
respiratory infections, aggra-
vated asthma, and severe
cardiovascular and pul-
monary conditions. “Children
and the elderly are especially
at risk, given their weaker
immune systems,” a health-
care provider warned, advis-
ingresidents tolimit outdoor
activities in heavily polluted
areas.

The sustained presence
of high PM2.5 and PM10
levels may also strain Mid-
napore’s healthcare resources
as respiratory illnesses rise.
With winter approaching,
health professionals fear an
increase in respiratory and
cardiac conditions, as colder
air traps pollutants near the
ground, heightening expo-
sure.

Among the proposed
measures is a town-wide
push to plant trees known
for their air-purifying prop-
erties, such asneem, mango,
black plum, and jackfruit.

“Trees are essential in fil-
tering the air and absorbing
pollutants,” the research
workers emphasised, sug-
gesting thatexpanded green
spaces could serve as anatural
solution to the town’s pol-
lution problem.

Dacoits planning

robbery nabbed

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BANKURA, 1 NOVEMBER

Four membersofarobbery
gang thatlooted a house at
gunpoint in the Mejia area
afew days back were inter-
cepted at Bankuralast night
when they were preparing
for another operation in
Kali Puja night.

At Shyampur village in
Mejia PS area, the eight-
member gang had intruded
by climbing over the wall
of the house of businessman
Haradhan Bauri on last 27
October midnight hours.

Last night, the same gang-
stershad assembled foryet
another operation in the
Kali Puja night in Mejia,
when the police intercepted
four of them.

A pair of the robbed cell
phones, the wallets, and
chainswererecovered from
their possession, the district
police said.

TMC BijoyaSammelani forges

STATESMAN NEW SERVICE
KOLKATA, 1 NOVEMBER

Trinamul Congress through
the Bijoya Sammelani pro-
grammes quietly but very
successfully completed its
drive to build contacts with
people.

The Bijoya Sammelani
programmes are being held
across the state at all the 294
Assembly constituencies.
Localleaders, along with sen-
ior leaders and important
personalities of the respective
areas were invited to attend.
Thisis aunique way to develop
mass contact.

The success of the pro-
grammes reveal a strong
organisational base of the
party. Inall the programmes
the turnout of common peo-
ple was impressive.

The programmes were
held in absence of the national
general secretary of the party
Abhishek Banerjee, who could
not attend the functions on
medical grounds.

In Diamond Harbour,
which is the constituency of
Mr Banerjee, Bijoya Sam-

melani programme was held
successfully by thelocal lead-
ers. Mr Banerjee, before leav-
ing abroad for his eye treat-
ment, had distributed puja
gifts among the people of
the constituency.

Political experts said Tri-
namul Congress had used
the time between Durga Puja
and Kali Puja to build contacts
with people.

There will be aby-election
in six Assembly seats on 13
November. These seats fell
vacant after the MLAs of
these seats became MPs in
the 2024 Lok Sabha election.

By-elections will be held
in Medinipur, Sitai, Madarihat,
Haroa, Taldangra and Naihati.

The MLA of Haroa Hazi
Nurul Islam had resigned to
contestin Lok Sabha election
from Basirhat. He defeated
Rekha Patra of BJP by over 4

lakh votes. He died some
months ago. By election in
Basirhat Lok Sabha seat will
be announced later.

Except Madarihat which
is under BJP’s control, Tri-
namul Congress had MLAs
in the remaining five seats.

Political experts said the
BJP has no organisation in
the five seats and is likely to
be defeated by Trinamul can-
didates.

The Left’s poor state was
revealed when it collaborated
with CPIML (Liberation) to
field candidates in Naihati.
RSP and Forward Bloc have
fielded candidates in Sitai
and Madarihat.

The deposit of the Left
Front candidates is likely to
be forfeited in the by-election
and the party candidates will
come as distant third, said
experts.

Eastern Railway enhances security
measures for the ongoing festive season

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,1 NOVEMBER

With a surge in demand
during the ongoing festive
season, Eastern Railway has
stepped up security measures
to ensure the safety and
smooth movement of pas-
sengers across trains and
railway stations.

To manage the expected
increase in passenger footfall
at key locations, the ER has
deployed additional RPF per-
sonnel at platforms, foot
over-bridges, and stations.
Commercial and other staff
are being engaged to manage
crowds and assist passengers.
Crowd control measures are
in place to prevent stam-
pede-like situations.

The ER is prioritising the
safety of vulnerable passen-
gers, especially women and

children, particularly during
late hours.

Strict vigil is being main-
tained to curb pickpocketing,
theft, chain-snatching, and
drugging incidents.

The railway is also taking
precautions against potential
threats from extremist ele-
ments. Coordination meetings
with the GRP, state police,
and intelligence agencies
have been initiated to enhance
security coverage. Trains are
being escorted by RPF stalff,
with a particular focus on
mail, express, and special
trains. Vulnerable track sec-
tions will be reinforced with
the assistance of GRP and
local police.

Anticipating high passen-
ger density at stations like
Howrah, Sealdah, Belur, Bard-
dhaman, Asansol, Dumdum,
and others, the ER is taking

special measures. Holding
areas are being maintained
to accommodate crowds.
RPF personnel will also pro-
vide security at essential con-
trol points. Quick Response
Teams (QRT) and disaster
management units are on
standby for emergencies.

To enhance surveillance,
trained personnel are mon-
itoring CCTV systems. Anti-
sabotage checks with sniffer
dogs are being conducted at
crowded areas and trains.

To ensure women's safety,
"MeriSaheli" and "Matangini"
teams are on high alert, assist-
ing female passengers and
ensuring a safe environment
in ladies' compartments.
Drives to prevent the carriage
of firecrackers, illicit liquor,
and inflammable items are
being conducted throughout
the festival period.

Satety protocols tollowed by loco pilot: Railways

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
ASANSOL, 1 NOVEMBER

The Indian Railways has clar-
ified thatin yesterday’s incident
where the 12337 Up Howrah-
Bolpur Shantiniketan Express
had come on the same track
asafreight train near the Jha-
pandanga station of Howrah—
Burdwan chordline, between
Gurap and Jaugramyesterday,
that the automatic signaling
system of the railways had
halted the trains, and all safety
protocols were followed.
“On October 31, 2024, an
incident involving the train
E/23851/Container/MSTB
occurred on the Gurap-Jaugram
section, a crucial triple line
Automatic Block area governed
by the General Rules (GR) and
Subsidiary Rules (SR) of railway
operations. At 10:40 Hrs,
E/23851 experienced an engine

failure while en route and
came to a stop between the
Gurap (GRAE) and Jaugram
(JRAE) stations. At this time,
automatic signals AC-59 and
AC-57 displayed an 'ON' (red)
condition, indicating the neces-
sityfor trains to halt,” an official
release read.

“Shortly thereafter, at 10:51
Hrs, the 12337 UP train
approached the GRAE station
and encountered the AC-57
signal, which was still in the
'ON' position. In strictaccor-
dance with the protocols out-
lined in GR 9.02(1), the Loco
Pilot promptly brought the
train to a stop behind the
signal. This adherence to pro-
cedureis critical for maintaining
safety in rail operations. Fol-
lowing a mandatory waiting
period of one minute during
daylighthours, the Loco Pilot
assessed the situation. After

confirming that the signal
remained at "ON", he followed
therequired protocol by sound-
ing the prescribed whistle
signal and exchanging com-
munications with the Guard.
“As per Rule, SR 9.02(1),
the Loco Pilot proceeded with
caution, ensuring that the
speed did notexceed 15km/h.
This rule is designed to safe-
guard against potential obstruc-
tions on the track, which can
arise from the presence of
another train or other unfore-
seen issues. The Loco Pilot
was vigilant, continuously
scanning the track for any
possible hazards and prepared
tostop short ofany obstruction,
evenif the nextsignal eventually
indicated an "OFF" aspect,”
the release further stated.
Furthermore, the Loco Pilot
ensured that a safe distance
of at least 150 metres was

maintained between the 12337
UP train and the halted goods
train ahead. This practice is
essential in preventing colli-
sions and ensuring that ade-
quate stopping distance is
preserved, thereby protecting
both passengers and freight.

“Thisincidentunderscores
theimportance of adheringto
safety protocolsand operational
rules, which are criticalin pre-
ventingaccidents and ensuring
thesmooth operation of railway
services. Therailway authorities
have emphasised that there
were no violations of safety
protocolsduringthisincident.
All actions taken by the crew
of 12337 UP were compliant
with both the General Rules
and SubsidiaryRules, reflecting
the commitment tomaintaining
high safety standardsinrailway
operations, " the official release
concluded.
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
g-TENDER NOTICE
f=Tender W imdted by the Exscutive

Engineer, Hooghly Division, PH.E. Die
for MleT No- WBPHESEE[15/HUG/S
SECURITY GUARDING/2024-25 related
to Security Guard at various PWSS under
Hooghly Division #H.E. Die, Bid
submission Cloaing Date & 21.11.2024
upto 03:00 P.M, & Opening Date
23,11.2024 upto 0300 P.M. For Detalls
corfigendum/addendum, participating
in the tender lggan Lo
www.wbtenders.gov.in 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Hooghly Divislon, BH.E. Di=
BEA- TYSTARYE2

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PASCHIM BARDHAMAN ZILLA PARISHAD
ASANSOL
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E Tendor Nolice No. a-NIT No.-35 of 2024-2025 Memo No. 4483 / e-
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
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inviting Agency. Project Ofcer-
cum-District Walfare Officer, BCW
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Name af the work: 13 Nos, varnous
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schemas under Article 275() FY-
J023-24

For bid submission and more
dietalls g an [}
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Sdi-
PO -cum-0.W.0.
B.C.W. & T.D., Birbhum

M Mo, 13303 ad B
Dates; 01-11-2024
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E Tondad Mobics No. a-NIT Mo -38 of 2024-2025 Mama No. 4672 | &
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Additional Executive Officer

Paschim Bardhaman Jilla Parishad
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www.whtenders.gov.in for detalls. Intending contractors may also
contact Engineerng Depl. of this office and office notice board

Sd/-
Additional Executive Officer

Paschim Bardhaman Zilla Parishad
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GCovtlaunchesonlinecentral
referralsystemat5govthospitals

Including SSKM Hospital, Medical College Hospital, NR SHospital, R G kar Hospitaland Calcutta National Medical College hospital

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 1 NOVEMBER

nabidto streamline the
admission procedures
of patients seeking berths
in state healthcare facil-
ities, the health department
headed by the chief minister
Mamata Banerjee on Friday
launched online central refer-
ral systemin five government
medical colleges — SSKM
Hospital, Medical College
hospital (MCH), N R S Hos-
pital, R G kar Hospital and
Calcutta National Medical
College hospital (CNMC).
The five medical colleges
will instal display boards
showinginformationrelated
to the availability of beds,

according to sources at
Swasthya Bhawan, health
department headquarters at
Salt Lake.

Sources also said that the
board would be erected beside
the emergencyward of each
teaching hospital on Mon
day so that patients’ relatives
can getanidea aboutvacancy
of indoor beds there in the
five medical colleges in the
city.

Besides the prime dem-
andslike justice for the brutal
rape and murder of post-
graduate trainee (PGT) doctor
at R G Kar Medical College
Hospital and threat culture,
the agitating medics under
the West Bengal Junior Doc-
tors’ Front (WBJDF) have

also been urging the health
department to streamline
referral system of patients’
admissions to government
healthcare facilities.

A medical superinten-
dent-cum-vice-principal
(MSVP) of the one of the five
medical colleges requesting

BJP threatenspolice station siege at Andal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
ASANSOL, 1 NOVEMBER

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has gheraoed the
Andal police station, which
is under Asansol Durgapur
Police Commissionerate
(ADPC) and submitted a
memorandum seeking action
and protection of the workers
allegedly attacked by the
opposition party in recent
times.

BJPleader Jitendra Tiwari,
speaking on the occasion
said that in various places
in Andal police station area,
Bahula, Kajora, Sitalpur, etc.,
the BJP supporters were beat-
en after clashes with the
ruling party.

Several supporters have
suffered injuries.

The BJP supporters chant-
ed slogans and also spoke
through the public address
system outside the police
station.

A large police force was
posted outside the Andal PS
during the agitation of the
BJP today.

Bahula ex-panchayat
member Binod Mistry suf-
fered head injuries.

“If BJP workers are going
to the police station to lodge
an FIR, the opposition
parties too are approach
ing the police with counter
FIRs. Police, instead of arrest-
ing the culprits, are lodging
cases against both the parties,”
Jitendra Tiwari alleged.

He said that in the last
two months, the attacks on
youth leaders and even ex-
panchayatleaders have been
reported by TMC supporters
in several areas, under Andal
police station.

“Our delegation met the
officer in-charge of Andal
police station today and
submitted amemorandum.
We have told the police if
the atrocities upon BJP

supporters are not stopped
immediately in the coming
days, we will stage a dharna
outside the police station
and organise a bigger
movement,” added Jitendra
Tiwari.

He said that the party will
move courtagainst the police
inactionsin Kajora, Sitalpur,
Bahula attacks upon BJP sup-
porters.

TMC district president,
Narendra Nath Chakraborty,
refuted the allegations against
his party supporters in
Andal and instead said that
the BJP is trying to remain
in the news by organising
such programmes in the
district.

“Since the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, BJP has become alm
ost irrelevant in the West
Burdwan district. They have
lost both the two Lok Sa
bha seats of this district,”
alleged Narendra Nath
Chakraborty.

anonymity said, “A central
referral system, monitoring
patients’ admissions have
been launched by Swasthya
Bhawan. Five medical colleges
in the city have been tagged
with the system at the initial
stage.”

“The central referral

process, under the health
management information
system (HMIS) will monitor
availability of beds in the
five teaching hospitals,” the
MSVP said.

Asenior official at Swasthya
Bhawan said, “For instance,
doctors in a rural hospital

will refer a patient to their
counterpart in a concer
ned district hospital giving
health condition details. The
district hospital, after con-
sidering the health conditions
of the patient and availability
of beds, can ask the rural
hospital to send him/her for
admission. In the same way,
the district hospital can also
refer the patient to amedical
college hospital for indoor
admission if the adequate
treatment facilities are not
available in the secondary
level healthcare system. The
central referral system will
track the admission procedure
on the basis of vacancy of
beds in the five medical col-
leges.”

Will talk to Mamata on expanding
core committee: Anubrata

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BIRBHUM, 1 NOVEMBER

Anubrata Mondal, former
district president of Trinamul
Congress in Birbhum said
that he will give a proposal
to party chief Mamata Baner-
jee to expand the core com-
mittee and include leaders
from all blocks of the dis-
trict.

Talking to the Media,
Anubrata Mondal said that
the six-member core com-
mittee, set up by Mamata
Banerjee has been mostly
concentrated in the Bolpur
area and he will meet her
after the Kali Puja and other
Bengalifestivals are over and
seek expansion of the core
committee.

“I'have planned to propose
Didi to set up a 15-member
strong core committee in
Birbhum district for better

and efficient functioning with
representatives from all the
blocks of the district,” said
Anubrata.

Fewdays back, Miss Baner-
jeehad called Anubrata Mon-
dal over and directed him to
work along with the core
committee in Birbhum dis-
trict.

Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee had formed the
core committee with two sit-
ting MPs to run the party
after the arrest of Anubrata,
the then TMC Birbhum district
presidentin the cross-border
cattle smuggling case by the
CBIandthenbythe ED. The
core committee organised
campaigning for two major
elections—the three-tier gram
panchayat in 2023 and the
Lok Sabhain 2024 successfully
and fared very well.

In fact, in the absence of
Anubrata, both the elections

were peaceful and non-con-
troversial.

Suri MLLA and member of
the core committee, Bikash
RoyChoudhurysaid thatthe
core committee works accord-
ingto the CM’sinstructions.
“Anybody can give proposals
to our party chairperson
Mamata Banerjee and only
she can decide about such
requests,” added Bikash Roy
Choudhury.

Anubrata’s proposal to
expand the core committee
has set off discussions in
political circlesin the district
since his return to Birbhum
district.

Therelationship between
Kajal Shiekh, sabhadhipati
of Birbhum zilla parishad
and Anubrata, former district
presidenthas notbeen normal
and both are keeping a dis-
tance with each other till
date.

BJP’s outreachmove
ahead of Madarihat bypolls

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 1 NOVEMBER

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is gearing up for a
'public outreach' campaign
in the Madarihat Assembly
segment, as it seeks toretain
the seatin an upcoming by-
election.

Under the leadership of
Darjeeling MP Raju Bista,
BJP leaders have scheduled
two political events in Madar-
ihat and Uttar Gayerkata
tomorrow, where Leader of
Opposition Suvendu Adhikari
will address local residents.

Darjeeling MP Raju Bista
expressed confidence in the
BJP's support in the region.

"The people of Madarihat
have consistently voted for
the BJP, opposing the Tri-
namul Congress (TMC). Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
introduced numerous welfare
schemes, yet the people here
have been deprived of their
benefits due to TMC’s gov-
ernance. Despite the over-
whelming support for BJP
in2021, theregion haslagged

behind under TMC's rule
andits culture of corruption,"
Mr Bista said.

He further added, "I am
confident that the BJP will
come to power in West Bengal
in 2026. The party’s central
leadership is determined to
unseat the TMC. This by-
electionin Madarihat marks
the beginning of our journey
towards victoryin West Ben-
gal." BJP's goal is to "rescue
Bengal from TMC'’s corrupt
practices and uplift tea garden
communities."

Notably, Mr Bista also
remarked on the entry ofan
independent candidate from
the Gorkha community in
the by-election, callingitan
unfortunate division.

"As an MP from Darjeeling,
I serve as the 'chowkidar' of
the Gorkha people in north
Bengal. I have fought for
Gorkha representation and
secured a BJP ticket for a
Gorkhaleader in the Kalchini
Assembly segment. After
Independence, this was the
first time a Gorkhawon from
Kalchini," Mr Bista noted.

Jhargramarcheryacademy
studentsexcelinschool games

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 1 NOVEMBER

The Bengal Archery Academy
in Jhargram has bagged 18
medals at the 68th State
School Games 2024.

Aroop Biswas, state sports
minister congratulated the
players and assured every
possible cooperation.

The students of the acad-
emy have bagged 4 gold, 8
silver and 6 bronze medals.

Also, the academy em-
erged victoriousin the overall
team championship, men’s
team championship and
women’s team championship
categories.

The 68th national school
games archery competition

was held at Nadiad, Gujarat.

The students, including
Sion Samant, Md Kamran
and Anjali Kumari demon-
strated their special skills.

Mr Biswas said the stu-
dents did well in the school-
level championship and
hoped that they would do
well in the national level as
well.

Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee setup the academy
inJhargram andlocal people
have a natural inclination
inarchery. The students are
getting coaching from nation-
aland international coaches
there. Out of 48 participants
representing Bengal, 23 were
from the Bengal Archery
Academy.
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Significantspikeinair,
noisepoliutioninKolkata

The twin occasionsaw people bursting firecrackerssince Thursday night

AGENCIES

KOLKATA, 1 NOVEMBER
ith the bursting
of firecrackers

to mark the

occasions of
Kali Puja and Diwali, Kolkata
has recorded high levels of
air and noise pollution, said
officials here on Friday.

The twin occasion saw
people bursting firecrackers
since Thursday night.

The air quality index
(AQD in most of the moni-
toring stations in the city
was recorded in the 151 to
200 range, which as per
standard comes under the
“red” or “unhealthy” cate-
gory.

In this category, while
some members of the gen-
eral public might experience

health effects, members of
sensitive groups may expe-
rience more serious health
effects.

According to environ-
mental experts, this “red”
or “unhealthy” category of
AQIis especially hazardous

FESTIVE MOOD CONTINUES

for elderly citizens, children
and people with respiratory
problems like asthma and
are advised to avoid pro-
longed outdoor activities
as far as possible.

Besides Kolkata, the AQI
level was also at this

“unhealthy” level in the Salt
Lake area and Howrah town.

Atthe same time, Kolkata
Police’s claim to control
the menace of sound crack-
ers failed miserably, with
the average sound level
being 22 decibels higher
than the permissible limit
on Thursday night.

In Kolkata, the maximum
sound level was recorded
at the Kasba area in South
Kolkata, where the average
sound level on Thursday
nightwasrecorded at 104.6
decibels, much higher than
the permissible limit of 75
decibels.

Even the sound levels at
the hospital adjacent areas
in the city, where the max-
imum permissible limits
are 50 decibels in the morn-
ing hours and 40 decibels
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- Classified

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE

TACHARYA, Slo.

TACHARYA, Slo.

It is hereby notified to all at large that the prop-
erty comprised within R.S. Dag No. 506, R.S.
Khatian No. 1674, L.R. Dag No. 510, L.R.
Khatian No. 2339, measuring about 01 cottah
10 chatak 13 sq.ft., of BASTU land with struc-
ture, within Mouza Duillya, Gram Panchayet
Duillya, under P.S.: Sankrail, Dist.: Howrah,
was purchased by KRISHNAPADA BHAT-
Late
Bhattacharya of Duillya, Sankrail, Howrah,
from Sri Basudev Das, S/o. Late Sadhan
Chandra Das of Duillya, P.S.: Sankrail, Dist.:
Howrah, on 13-3-2001, vide a Registered Sale
Deed vide Book No.: |, Volume No.: 15, Pages
134 to 140, being No. 910 of 2001, registered
at Ranihati SRO. My client CHHOTTU BHAT-
Late
Bhattacharya of Duillya, Sankrail, Howrah, had
inherited the said property, but on 09-2-2019
A.D., on his way to Argori, has lost the afore-
said original Title Deed, at about 19-00 hrs.,
and had diarised the same vide Sankrail P.S.
G.D.E. No. 695 dated 14-2-2019. Till date the
said Deed has not yet been traced out / recov-
ered, as such my client has recomplained to
the Police Commissioner, Howrah City Police,
by a Written Complain dated 23-10-2024.
It is hereby NOTIFIED that if the said Deed is
found to be used for any illegal purpose /
unauthorisedly, in that event, my client shall
not be responsible / liable in any manner.
Pankaj Kumar Datta, Advocate

recorded

Bholanath

I, ANKITA Jaiswal, D/o. Sri |
i Pradip Jaiswal, residing at |
| Premises No. 43, Kailash |
Bose Street, P.O.: Beadon
Street, P.S.: Amherst Street,
Kolkata-700006,
declare that inadvertently
my father's name has been

That Pradeep Jaiswal and
Pradip Jaiswal are the same
and one identical person.
That Pradip Jaiswal is cor-
rect name vide Affidavit No.-
2475 dated 30-10-24 before
‘the Ld. Judicial Magistrate |
| (1st Class) Calcutta.

The Statesman

Readers are requested to make
appropriate enquiries and seek
! | appropriate advice before sending
i | money, incurring any expenses,
acting on medical recommenda-
tions or entering into any commit-
ment in relation to any advertise-
ment published in this publication.
The Statesman Group doesn't

All Advertisements

are carried
hereby

Free of cost on our

| rec ! Pradeep | website vouch any claim made by the
i Jaiswal in place of Pradip ; _ advertisers of products and serv-
| Jaiswal in my marksheet. | https://epaper | |ices. The printer, publisher, Editor

iland owners of The Statesman
| | Group publications shall not be
! | held liable for any consequences,
i |in the event such claims are not
| | honoured by the advertisers. For
¢ |any loss incurred, the onus lies
i | entirely with advertisers and not
' | with the publication.

thestatesman.com

Krishnapada

The Statesman

CLASSIFIED

T0 BOOK AN ADVERTISEMENT
PLEASE CALL

98308 74087 / 98303 02169

at night, were much high-
er.
While the sound limit at
areas adjacent to state-run
S.S.K.M. Medical College
and Hospital in South
Kolkata at midnight on
Thursday was recorded at
58.2 decibels, the same in
the area adjacent to R.G.
Kar Medical College and
Hospital in North Kolkata
was recorded at a much
higher of 72.7 decibels.
Although Kolkata Police
had earlier announced that
they would be deploying
additional forces in the res-
idential areas and those
adjacent to hospitals, to
prevent the bursting of
banned firecrackers, in real-
ity, its effective implemen-
tation could not be felt in
most pockets of the city.

Bengal Governor launchesselt-defence
course ‘Abhaya Plus’for girls

AGENCIES
KOLKATA,1 NOVEMBER

West Bengal Governor C.V.
Ananda Bose, on Friday,
announced the launch of a
new scheme 'Abhaya Plus'
under which self-defence
courses will be organised for
the girls in the state.

On the occasion of the
completion of two years as
the state's Governor, the
media cell of Raj Bhavan in
Kolkata in the morningissued
astatementoutlining Bose’s
plans for the overall devel-
opment of the state. The
statement mentions a nine-
point agenda and one of
them is 'Abhaya Plus'.
Although the statement has
not elaborated on why this
specific scheme for self-
defence for girls will be intro-
duced, Raj Bhavan insiders
said that this scheme is the
brain-child of the Governor
himself in the backdrop of
the rape and murder of a
woman doctor of the R.G.

Kar Medical College and Hos-
pitalin Kolkata. The body of
the doctor was found in sus-
picious circumstances on
August9 morningin the sem-
inar hall of the hospital. Since
laws forbid revealing the
identity of the victim in sexual
assault cases, the deceased
doctor was given the name
'Abhaya’ by the protesting
doctors.

The statement issued by
the Governor's office outlines
the focus areas of the Governor
in the coming days.

“Special stress is to be
puton anti-human-traffick-
ing, anti-drug abuse, empow-
erment of women, safety and
security of children, partic-

ipation of youth, cultural
and educational initiatives
whereby the educated youth
can benefitfrom interaction
with experts about their
future, and so on. The focus
of these initiatives will be
on the welfare of the weaker
sections of society, which is
also a Constitutional obli-
gation that is dear to the
Hon’ble Governor’s heart,”
the statement read. At the
same time, it has also been
claimed that as part of the
Governor’s fresh mass-con-
nect programme, he will be
visiting 250 places spread
across all the districts of West
Bengal. He will also be visiting
various College and school
campuses addressing the
students and interacting with
them. “Hon’ble Governor
will visit the tribal areas of
the state and visit anybody
who calls him, especially
thosein anykind of distress,
destitute and infirm, orphan-
ages and old age Homes,”
the statement read.

Back-to-back attacks on TMC MLAs spark outrage

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,1 NOVEMBER

Ahead of the Haroa Assembly
by-election in North 24-Par-
ganas, Trinamul Congress
(TMC) MLA from Minakhan,
Usha Rani Mondal, was
attacked in Haroa. Inanother
incident, Sandeshkhali MLA
Sukumar Mahato was also
assaulted. The BJP and Left
Front alleged that the state
government's failure to main-
tain law and order is respon-
sible for these attacks.

Police reported that Ms
Mondal and 25 of her sup-
porters were injured in an
incidentlast night while return-
ing from a Kali Puja pro-
gramme. There were allega-
tions of gunfire, but police
denied these claims.

The accused is believed
to be aleader from the same
party, the TMC. Thisincident
has once again highlighted

the internal factionalism within
the ruling party.

On Thursday, Ms Mondal
attended a Kali Puja event in
Haroa. While returning, a
group of miscreants attacked
her. It is alleged that TMC
leader Khaleq Molla was
behind the attack, though he
has denied the accusations.
Local sources reported that
Ms Mondal, her husband Mri-
tyunjay Mondal, and other
supporters were attacked near
the Haroa auto stand. Stones
were thrown at their car, and
the MLA and her husband
were allegedly dragged out
and beaten. Ms Mondal sus-

tained injuries to her leg.

Ms Mondal filed a com-
plaintat the Haroa police sta-
tion, naming Khaleq as the
accused. She stated,: “I was
returning from a Kali Puja
eventwhen Khaleq Mollaand
his group attacked us at the
Haroa auto stand. Iwas pulled
out of the car and hit with a
rod. My party workers were
also beaten. Some of them
are hospitalised at RG Kar
Hospital. [ have informed the
party leadership.”

Mrityunjay Mondal said,:
“Wewereinvited to the Haroa
Police Station for Kali Puja.
On our way back, we were
attacked by Khaleq Mollaand
his group. They threw stones
and dragged the MLA out,
hitting her leg with a baton.
Around 10-12 people were
injured.”

Khaleq denied the allega-
tions, claiming that Ms Mondal
and her group had attacked

Operationally ready at all times:
Eastern Army Commander

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 1 NOVEMBER

Eastern Command of the
Indian Army celebrated its
104th Raising Day at its
headquartersin Fort William
on Wednesday.

On this special day, Lieu-
tenant General Ram Chander
Tiwari, GOC-in-C Eastern
Command, conveyed his
best wishes to all officers,
troops and defence civilian
employees of Headquarters
Eastern Command and
assured that the Command
is operationally ready at all
times and continues to devel-
op its capabilities to face
any present or future chal-
lenges. Commending the
tireless efforts of all personnel
of the headquarters on the
occasion, he called upon
everyone to continue working
with dedication and devotion
in the true traditions of the
Indian Army. Lieutenant
General RC Srikanth, head-
quarters Eastern Command
laid awreath at Vijay Smarak
to pay tribute to bravehearts
who made the supreme sac-
rifice in the service to the
nation.

Headquarters Eastern
Command was raised on 1
November, 1920. The Com-
mand was raised at Lucknow
under General Sir H Hudson,
with territorial jurisdiction
over Delhi, UP, Bengal, Bihar,
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Orissa and Assam. Thereafter,
owing to the operational
commitments, Command
Headquarters shifted to Bar-
rackpore, Ranchi and Luc-
know before permanently
settling down in Fort William,
Kolkata in the immediate
wake of 1962 Sino — Indian
War.

Eastern Command covers
the geographical area spread
over eight states, overseeing
8350 km of land borders of
India. The Command is
responsible for guarding
borders with five countries,
ataskithas carried out with
distinction. It has also actively
participated in all major
wars fought by the Country.
However, its crowning glory
was the 1971 War which led
to the creation of a new
nation “Bangladesh”. Over
the years, the “Warriors of
the East” have time and

again proved themselves as
a formidable professional
force capable of safeguarding
the territorial integrity of
the Nation and leading highly
successful counter insur-
gency operations in the
affected regions of North
East.

Eastern Command as the
guardians of East has been
involved at every level to
bring in meaningful changes
in the lives of the people
through Operation Sadbha-
vana and Operation Samar-
itan schemes which have
left an indelible impact on
the lives of the local popu-
lation. Be it humanitarian
assistance, disaster relief
operations or restoring law
and order, the Command
has acquitted itself in an
exemplary manner reinforc-
ing the Nation’s faith in its
Army.

a local Panchayat head and
her supporters, and that shots
were fired during the incident.
He accused Ms Mondal of
colluding with the BJP and
trying to frame him.

On Thursday night,
Sandeshkhali MLA Sukumar
Mahato's carwas also attacked.
He accused Abdul Kader Molla,
adeputyhead of the Hatgachhi
Gram Panchayatand an asso-
ciate of arrested TMC leader
Sheikh Shajahan, of the assault.

BJP Rajya Sabha MP Shamik
Bhattacharya criticised the
unruly behaviour of TMC
leaders and supporters, accus-
ingthem of engagingin fights
to control government prop-
erties. CPM central committee
member Sujan Chakraborty
alleged that the police, under
the direction of the Chief
Minister, were turning ablind
eye to the violence, leaving
TMC MLAs vulnerable to
attacks from rival groups.

One injured after
neighbours clash
ASANSOL, 1 NOVEMBER

Neighbours clashed with each
other over drying clothes in
frontofthe housesat Sitalpur
under Kulti police station area
and two rounds were fired
from a revolver with one
person being injured.

Sanjib Sharma started beat-
inghisneighbourKalicharan
Ram and broke one of his
hands with a rod and sticks.
Ayush Shome, hisson, rushed
to save his father from the
hands of Sanjib Sharma and
his son.

Sharma, who is a priest
by profession and locally
known as Pandit Ji rushed
inside his house and then
fired two rounds from his
revolver.

Kulti police reached the
siteafterlocalsinformed them
and arrested Sanjib Sharma
and his son Pintu. Locals
alleged that seeing police
coming to his house, Sanjib
Sharmahad thrown hisrevolver
in the adjacent paddy fields.

Kalicharan Shome was
admitted at Asansol district
hospital. Locals took video of
the clash on their cell phones
andhanded them overto the
police. Sanjib Karra, ADCP
(West) of Asansol Durgapur
Police Commissionerate said
thatafter altercations between
two neighbours, two rounds
were fired and one person
sustained injuries. The police
are combingtheareatoseize
the firearm. sns

Four killed as overspeeding bikes collide with carin Bengal

AGENCIES
KOLKATA,1 NOVEMBER

Atleastfour people werekilled
when their overspeedingmotor-
cycles collided with a car on
Friday at Kalna in the East
Burdwan district of West Bengal.

The four were returning
by two motorcycles from
Nabadwipin Nadiadistrictto
their respective residences at
Samudragarh in East Burdwan
district in the early morning.

Eyewitnesses said the two
bikeswere driving at extremely
high speedswhen they collided
with a four-wheeler coming
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from the opposite direction
in the Gaurangapara area.

The cops ofthelocal Nadan-
ghat police station immediately
reached the spot and the
injured to the Kalna Specialty
Hospital, where the doctors
declared them dead.

The four persons killed in
the accident have been iden-
tified as Arif Sheikh, Abu Mon-
dal, AbuBakar Siddique Mondal
and Abdukl Silim Mollah. All
were residents of the Samu-
dragarh area. The police have
sent their bodies for post-
mortem purposes.

Awoman, PadmaDas,who

was passingbywas also hitby
one of the two motorcycles
which lost balance after the
collision. Sheisunder treatment
at alocal hospital.

The driver of the four-
wheeler againstwhich the two
motorcycles collided had gone
absconding since the time of
theaccident. The familymem-
bers of the four deceased per-
sons have already been
informed by the cops, said
the officials here.

The eyewitnesses, however,
complained that despite being
informed in time the cops
from the local police station
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arrived at the accident spot
late and by the time they
reached the local people had
almost completed the initial
rescue operations.

Thelocal peoplealsoalleged
that the spotwhere the mishap
tookplacehad been accident-
prone for quite some time
without any proper traffic
managementsystem or speed-
breaking road bumps.

Theyalsoalleged thatdespite
being vocal on these issues
for quite some time there had
been no initiative from the
local administration on this
count.
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‘May the people of Karnatakaalways be blessed with happinessand success'

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

rime Minister Naren-

dra Modi on Friday

greeted Karnataka,

Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana and
Kerala on their foundation
days, and wished their resi-
dents all happiness and suc-
cess in future.

Giving his messages on
X, he said for the residents
of Karnataka the occasion of
Kannada Rajyotsavais a spe-
cial occasion.”

He posted, “Kannada Rajy-
otsavaisaveryspecial occa-
sion, recognising the exem-
plary culture and traditions
of Karnataka. This state is
blessed with outstanding
people, who are powering
growth and innovation across
sectors. May the people of
Karnataka always be blessed
with happiness and success.”

In his message for residents
of Madhya Pradesh, he posted,
“Bestwishes to all the residents
of Madhya Pradesh on the
State Foundation Day. [ wish
that this state, rich in natural
wealth and cultural heritage,
continues to set new standards
of developmentin everyfield.”

Greeting the residents of

Chhattisgarh on the State
Foundation Day, he posted
onX, “My heartfelt best wishes
to all the people of Chhattis-
garh on the state's foundation
day. I wish that this state,
adorned with a wonderful
confluence of glorious folk
traditions and tribal culture,
continues to progress rapidly
on the path of development.”

Mr Modi greeted the res-
idents of Haryana writing,
“Our Haryana, known for its
rich historical heritage, has
always contributed signifi-
cantly to the development
of the country. On the foun-

dation day ofthe state, along
with extending my heartfelt
greetings to all my brothers
and sisters who are partners
in the progress of this state,
[wish them happiness, pros-
perity and good health.”

In a message to people of
Kerala on the occasion of
Kerala Piravi, he posted on
X: “Kerala Piravi greetings!
Kerala state is known for its
mesmerizing landscapes,
vibrant traditions and hard-
working people. People from
Kerala have made their mark
all over the world, across dif-
ferentfields. May the people

Digital transformation of rural
India for inclusive growth

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,1 NOVEMBER

Inasignificantmove to bridge
the digital divide in rural India
and ensure that digital services
reach every citizen, the Ministry
of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) islaunch-
ing the Digital India Common
Service Centre (DICSC) project,
starting with Pilibhit and
Gorakhpur.

Thisinitiative will establish
one model DICSC centre in
nearly all gram panchayats
across 10 districts, totaling
4,740 centers nationwide.

Specifically, Pilibhit will
see the establishment of 720
DICSC centres, while Gorakh-
pur (Uttar Pradesh) will have
1,273 of them. Additionalloca-
tions include Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar (old
Aurangabad, Maharashtra)
with 870 centres, Chamba
(Himachal Pradesh) with 309,
Khammam (Telangana) with
589, Gandhinagar (Gujarat)
with 288, Mamit (Mizoram)
with 100, Jodhpur (Rajasthan)

with 415, Leh (Ladakh) with
95, and Puducherry state with
81 DICSC centres.

The implementation and
centralised technical moni-
toring of these centres will
be managed by CSC e-Gov-
ernance Services India Lim-
ited.

With abudgetofRs 31.6088
crore, the projectis set to run
initially for six months, with
the possibility of extending it
tonine months. The primary
goalisto createanintegrated
platform that provides essential
e-governance services along
with financial and commercial
services to rural citizens. The
CSC centres in Pilibhit will
offer a variety of services
includingAadhaar registration,
banking, financial planning,
tele-law, telemedicine, edu-
cation, and e-commerce sup-
port. Each CSCwill be equipped
with high-speed broadband
connectivity and modern
infrastructure to function as
a multi-functional service
centre. This project aims to
empower Village Level Entre-

preneurs (VLEs), fostering
local economic growth and
creating job opportunities.
Theinitiative will also ensure
transparent and sustainable
service delivery through cen-
tralised technical monitor-
ing.

Additionally, GPS-enabled
mobile vans will be deployed
to promote government
schemes and deliver essential
services directly to remote
areas. This comprehensive
approach is expected to sig-
nificantly enhance digital lit-
eracy and improve access to
services in both Pilibhit and
Gorakhpur.

The DICSC project is set
to transform these regions by
providing critical digital services
thatempowerlocal entrepre-
neurs and promote inclusive
growth. By addressing the
digital divide and enhancing
access to essential services,
this initiative aims to uplift
the economic conditions of
Pilibhitand Gorakhpur, inte-
grating them into the broader
digital economy.

Conggovtresponsible forintroducing controversial
chaptersinschool textbooks Rajasthan Minister

AGENCIES
JAIPUR, 1 NOVEMBER

After withdrawingbooks that
carried chapters related to
the Godhra incident,
Rajasthan Education Minister
Madan Dilawar said on Friday
that the Congress government
isresponsible for introducing
controversial books in the
school syllabus of the state
and added that spreading
animosity in the society is
the nature of Congress.

A legal investigation is
being conducted into the
subject matter published in
the book and legal action
will be taken, he added.

Speaking on the books
that have been withdrawn
from the school syllabus, he
said, "The present govern-
menthasnorolein theselec-
tion of the two controversial

; »

books "Adrishya Log" whose
authoris Harsh Mander and
"Jeevan Ki Bahar" which has
been authored by Madhav
Gadgil. These books were
sent to the libraries of gov-
ernment schools by Samagra
Shiksha Rajasthan and they
were selected by the previous
Congress government," the
Minister said.

Minister Dilawar also said,
"Only two books have been
added during the tenure of
the present government. The
first is "Vaccine Ki Gatha"
written by Sajjan Singh Yadav
and the second is the

Rajasthani language book
"Chidi Ko Moti Ladiyo". Apart
from these two books, 99
books were selected by the
previous selection committee
on September 29, 2023, whose
chairman was the then Edu-
cation Secretary. At that time
a total of 105 books in two
groups (63+42) were pre-
sented before the then-state
Secretary of the government,
the chairman of the selection
committee, on September
19, 2023. The approval for
their selection was issued
by the Chairman on Sep-
tember 29, September 30,
and October 3 lastyear. The
entire responsibility for the
selection of these books lies
with the then Congress gov-
ernment, the Administrative
Secretary of the Education
Department, and the then
Education Minister."

ofthe state keep progressing
in the times to come.”

President Droupadi
Murmu also greeted residents
of various states and Union
territories on their formation
day.

The states of Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, and Lakshadweep
came into being on this day
in 1956. Punjab and Haryana
were formed in 1966, while
Chhattisgarh was carved out
of Madhya Pradesh in 2000.

“lI extend my heartfelt
greetings to the people of

Air quality
deteriorates in
Bihar as
firecracker ban
flouted

PATNA, 1 NOVEMBER

The air quality in Patna
and other regions of Bihar
deteriorated on Friday fol-
lowing the bursting of fire-
crackers on a large scale.

Despite the Bihar State
Pollution Control Board's
ban on firecrackers in four
districts, fireworks were
stillused extensively, result-
ing in a sharp rise in air
pollution. The Air Quality
Index (AQI) measurements,
with values reaching 270
in Raja Bazar and exceeding
278in Dak Bungalow, indi-
cate "poor" air qualitylevels
that pose health risks, espe-
cially to vulnerable popu-
lations like children, the
elderly, and those with res-
piratoryissues. The primary
pollutant is particulate
matter (PM), with dust par-
ticlesrisingwell above the
standard safety
limits. acencies

PM Modi, PrezMurmu, Rahul
greetstatesonformationday

Haryana, Punjab, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherryand
Lakshadweep on their for-
mation day.

"I wish that the people of
all these states and Union
territories continue to con-
tribute to the country’s devel-
opment journey and that
theirlives be filled with peace
and prosperity. [ wish them
and all the countrymen a
bright future,” she said in a
post on 'X'.

Congress MP Rahul Gand-
hi emphasized India’s unity
in diversity.

In a post on X, he said,
"Greetings to the people of
Andhra Pradesh, Andaman
and Nicobar, Chhattisgarh,
Chandigarh, Delhi, Haryana,
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Punjab, Puducherry,
Tamil Nadu, and Lakshad-
weep on their Foundation
Day today. These vibrant cul-
tures, diverselanguages, rich
histories, and enduring tra-
ditions are the heart of India’s
strength."

"Letus celebrate and safe-
guard this unity, recognising
each state’s unique contri-
bution to our nation," he
added.

Omar, Jitendraattend
tearful lastrites of Rana

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 1 NOVEMBER

ChiefMinister Omar Abdullah
and Union Minister Dr. Jitendra
Singhwereamonghundreds
who bid a tearful adieu to
veteran politicalleader Deven-
der Singh Rana on Friday as
his last rites were held here.

Rana, a sitting BJP MLA
and a prominent voice for
Jammuregion’s Dogra com-
munity, passed away on Thurs-
dayatahospitalin Faridabad
after a prolonged illness. He
was 59 and had a wide circle
of friends across the
country.

Omar Abdullah arrived
here from Srinagar to pay
tribute to hislongtime friend,
Rana. He first visited Rana's
home and then attended the
last rites at the Shastri Nagar
cremation ground. Deputy
CM Surinder Chaudhary
accompanied Omar.

Rana is survived by his
wife, two daughters, and a
son. Cuttingacross partylines,
political leaders expressed
condolences on his passing.
Ranawas the younger brother
of Union Minister Dr. Jitendra
Singh.

Rana was a committed
leader and a pillar of the
National Conference for
decades before he joined the
BJPin2021. Hewon therecent
Assembly election from the
Nagrota seat on a BJP ticket

with the highest margin of
votes in J&K. Earlier, in 2014,
he won the same seat as a
National Conference candidate.
He also served as a political
adviser with the status of a
minister to then Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah.

Expressing grief on his
death, Prime Minister Narendra
wroteonX; “Devender Singh
Rana Ji's untimely demise is
shocking. He was a veteran
leader, whoworked diligently
towardsJammu and Kashmir’s
progress. He had just won
the Assembly polls and had
alsoplayed anoteworthyrole
inmaking the BJP strongerin
J&K. In this hour of grief, my
thoughts are with his family
and supporters.”

Home Minister Amit Shah
wrote on X, “Devender Rana
ji, who was always dedicated
tothe peaceand development
of Jammu and Kashmir and
the interests of the people,
made an invaluable contri-
bution to the progress of the
region. His demise is an
irreparable loss to the BJP
family.”

India, Pakistan border troops exchange
Dlwah sweetsnear.J alsalmer

AGENCIES
JAIPUR, 1 NOVEMBER

Indian and Pakistani troops
posted on the border
exchanged sweets on the
occasion of Diwali near
Jaisalmer in Rajasthan, con-
tinuing the tradition of greet-
ing each other on the festival
and displaying the flag of
peace, an official said on
Friday.

Border Security Force
officials gave sweets to Pak-
istani Rangers and the Pak-
istan Ranger also greeted
them by saying “Happy
Diwali” and offering sweets.

The exchange of sweets
and greeting took place near
the Zero line, said the offi-
cial.

The BSF jawans posted
in the desert area under the
Rajasthan Frontier celebrated
the festival oflights by giving
the message of unity and
security to the countrymen
and lighted diyas at forward
posts of the border and dis-
tributing sweets.

Women jawans also made
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rangoli, adding to the cele-
bratory Diwali atmosphere
on the border.

In 2020, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi celebrated
Diwali with soldiers here.
He flew to Longewala Post
in Rajasthan and rode on a
tank during his visit.

PM Modi continued his
tradition of celebrating Diwali
with the Indian armed forces
this year as well and spent
time with soldiers at Lakki
Nala in Gujarat's Sir Creek
on Thursday.

Extending his wishes, he
lauded the commitment and
dedication of soldiers sta-

e a
4 L
T ;
¥ ;'-
i
i i —
o=

&
BT
tioned at the challenging
border area.

"On thissacred land near
Sir Creek, it is my privilege
to celebrate Diwali with you.
When I celebrate with you,
the joy of Diwali multiplies.
This Diwali is special as Lord
Ram has finally returned to
his temple in Ayodhya," he
said, noting the symbolism
of this year's festival.

PM Modi also expressed
his gratitude on behalf of
India's 140 crore citizens,
recognising the courage of
the soldiers defending the
nation in extreme condi-
tions.

NGOstakeup
pensionissue of

‘digitally dead’

This is not about
Rajasthan alone as
similar problems have
been reported from
the states of Jhark-
hand, Andhra
Pradesh, Haryana and
Telangana, too

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, 1 NOVEMBER-

The Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan and the Pension
Parishad will keep on the
movement that aimed at
resumption of payment of
pensions to lakhs of poor
elderly or disabled ones who
have been declared (digitally
dead) following exclusion
of theirnames from the gov-
ernment list of pensioners.
The NGOs have been working
on this issue for quite some-
time collecting data and
studying individual cases.

Based on this sometime
back they raised the issue
with Rajasthan Additional
Chief Secretary, Social Justice,
Empowerment and Rural
Development, Kuldeep Raka
and also wrote to the state
CMO. On Tuesday last, the
crusaders had gone to Delhi
toraise crucial issue ofliveli-
hood of poor masses, the
MKSS spokesman Nikhil
Dey said on Friday.

He said - "We went to
Delhi from Rajasthan to
raise before the Centre the
issue of digital exclusion of
this huge number of pen-
sioners, from pension list
of the Rajasthan government.
This list marked them as
dead. He said in Delhi, they
met Justice Madan Lokur,
Prashant Bhushan, Dipa
Sinha, Usha Ramanathan,
Mathew Cherian, Murlid-
haran, held a press confer-
ence to share their findings
with the media.

He said they called on
Union Rural Development
Secretary Shailesh Singh
and handed him a memo-
randum in this regard and
now are trying to meet
Rajasthan Chief Secretary
Sudhansh Pant to make their
presentation and get the
record straight in favour of
the affected pensioners so
that their pension is resumed.

This claim, Nikhil says,
is based on evidence from
across Rajasthan collated
by people’s movements.
This isnot about Rajasthan
alone as similar problems
have been reported from
the states of Jharkhand,
Andhra Pradesh, Haryana
and Telangana, too. In fact,
these arenotisolated issues
but structural flaws, experts
remarked.

Namo Drone Didi scheme guidelinesreleased

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER
The

government has

approved the Central Sector

Scheme ‘Namo Drone Didi’
for providing drones to the
Women Self Help Groups
(SHGs) under DAY-NRLM,
with an outlay of Rs 1261
Crore. The scheme aims to
provide drones to 14,500

selected Women SHGs during

the period from 2024-25 to

2025-2026 for providing

rental services to farmers
for agriculture purposes
(application of liquid fertil-
izers and pesticides for the
present).

The Department of Agri-
culture & Farmers’ Welfare
hasreleased the Operational
Guidelines for this scheme
and all the stakeholders have
been requested to make

meaningful use of these
operational guidelines to

ensure prompt roll out and

implementation of the ‘Namo
Drone Didi’ Scheme.

The operational guidelines
have some major compo-
nents. The Scheme will be

governed at the Central level

by the Empowered Com-

mittee of the Secretaries of

Department of Agriculture
& Farmers’ Welfare, Depart-
ment of Rural Development,
Department of Fertilizers,

Ministry of Civil Aviation
and Ministry of Women and

Child Development.

The Implementation and

Monitoring Committee head-
ed by the Additional Secretary,
Department of Rural Devel-
opment and having repre-

sentation from all other

stakeholders, will be respon-
sible for effective planning,

implementation and mon-
itoring of the scheme besides
providing overall advice and
guidance to all technical
mattersrelated to the imple-
mentation of the scheme.
Under the scheme, a Cen-
tral Financial Assistance at
the rate of 80 per cent of the
cost of drone and acces-
sories/ancillary charges up
to amaximum of Rs 8.0 lakhs
will be provided to the women
SHGs for purchase of drones
as a package while the Cluster
Level Federations (CLFs) of
SHGs/SHGs may raise the

balance amount (total cost
of procurement minus sub-
sidy) asloan under National
Agriculture Infra Financing
Facility (AIF). Interest sub-
vention at 3 per cent on the
AlIF loan will be provided to
the CLFs/SHGs.

The CLFs/SHGs will also
have the option to access
loans from other sources/pro-
grammes/schemes of the
Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment while under the
scheme, not only the drones
butdrones as a package will
be supplied. The package
consists of a basic drone
with spray assembly for
spraying liquid fertilizers
and pesticides, drone carrying
box, standard battery set,
downward facing camera,
dual-channel fast battery
charger, battery charger hub,
anemometer, pH meter and

oneyear onsite warranty on
all items.

The package also includes
four spare battery sets, one
spare propeller set (each set
contains 6 propellers), nozzle
set, dual channel fast battery
charger, battery charger hub,
15 days training for drone
pilot and drone assistant,
one year comprehensive
insurance, 2 years annual
maintenance contract and
applicable GST. The addi-
tional sets of batteries will
ensure continuous drone
flying which can easily cover
20 acresinaday. This apart,
one of the members of the
women SHGs will be selected
for 15-day training compris-
ing mandatory drone pilot
training and additional train-
ing for agriculture purpose
for nutrient and pesticide
application.

BJPslams Congover ‘Shaktischeme’, saysgrand old party ]ust makes announcements, foolsthe public forsake of votes

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

Launching a scathing attack
on Congress National Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge and
Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi over the
Shakti scheme, one of several
Congress poll guarantees,
which provides free bus serv-
icestowomen in Karnataka,
the BJP on Friday said the
grand old party just makes
announcements and fool the
public for the sake of votes.
The BJP's reaction follows

advice from Kharge to the
Congress units preparing for
elections, urging them to
announce guarantees aligned
with theirbudgets. The Con-
gress National President's
statement had come after
the Congress governmentin
Karnataka suggested that it
could review the Shakti
scheme which ensured free
bus transport for women.
Slamming the Congress
over the 'Shakti scheme', sen-
ior BJP leader Ravi Shankar
Prasad demanded an apology
from the Congress National

President and the Leader of
Oppositionin Lok Sabha and
said that for the first time,
Congress has accepted that
they have misled the public.

"The Congress National
President Mallikarjun Kharge
has accepted that we should
make an announcement for
only those items for which
we have budgetary provisions
and financial availability...Has
the Congress National Pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge
taught this lesson to Rahul
Gandhi? Rahul Gandhi is an
expertin making announce-

o .
gt

ments, and he keeps doing
it," Prasad said while address-
ing a press conference at the
BJP headquarters here.

"Today, the Congress party
has accepted through its Pres-
ident that what they have
been doing is an attempt to

epaper.thestatesman.com

deceive the public! Will Kharge
Jiapologise for what his party
has done to the people? For
what's happening in Telan-
gana, Karnataka, and
Himachal Pradesh?," the sen-
ior BJP leader said.
"Congress President Shri
Mallikarjun Kharge has stated
that only those guarantees
should be announced for
which there is a budget. Lis-
tening to this, one wonders
whether President Kharge
has taught the lesson of wise
thinking to his leader Rahul
Gandhi," Prasad said.

"The BJP would like to ask
very clear and categorical
questions to the esteemed
Congress party President.
Rahul Gandhi, time and again,
represents the uncertainty
surrounding his election
promises. Rahul Gandhi is
an expert at making
announcements, but never
intends to fulfill those," the
senior BJP leader said.

Prasad talked about
Himachal Pradesh and said
that state Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu has
asked state government

employees not to take their
salaries.

"What about there
announcements and promises
in Himachal Pradesh? How-
ever, the CM there has asked
state government employees
not to take their salaries. They
were also planning to impose
a tax on toilets as well but
had towithdraw the decision
following a row over it," he
added.

The BJPleader further said
that Congress just makes
announcements and fool the
public for the sake of votes.



06

The Statesman

KOLKATA, SATURDAY 02 NOVEMBER 2024

ndia

TN partiesdivi
NaduDay:DMKfor18July

dedonTamil

Itwasonthisday, 68 yearsago, TamilNadu was carved out of the erstwhile Madras Presidency

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, 1 NOVEMBER

ile all otherlin-
guistically reor-
ganised states
celebrate
November 1 as their foun-
dation day, Tamil Nadu is
deeply divided on this with
the ruling DMK holding it
on July 18, when the state
was officially rechristened
as Tamil Nadu.

Itwas on this day, 68 years
ago, Tamil Nadu was carved
out of the erstwhile Madras
Presidency which was later
christened Madras State. This
once again exposes the deep
schism between the DMK
and its archrival, AIADMK
as well as the BJP and Tamil

mm

—=

nationalists.

The DMK government
had, in 2022 declared July
18 as Tamil Nadu Day by
rescinding an earlier order
of the previous AIADMK gov-
ernment making November
1.For,itwas onJuly 18, 1967
the first DMK government
of CN Annadurai passed a
resolution in the state assem-

bly to rechristen the state as
Tamil Nadu which was called
Madras State till then. Later,
parliament gave its approval
for the same.

However, this day could
not be abandoned since the
opposition AIADMK, Naam
Tamil Katchi (NTK) of Seeman,
BJP, Pattali Makkal Katchi
(PMK) and Tamilaga Vettri

Kazhagam of Vijay have
extended greetings.

Chief Minister MK Stalin
chose to mark the day to
honour the sacrifices of the
heroes who had fought for
retaining the borders of Tamil
Nadu during the linguistic
reorganisation of states.
“November 1 is the day to
honour the struggles of the
valiant heroes who fought
for retaining the borders of
Tamil Naduin thenorth and
south. I salute them for their
sacrifices to get the areas
where Tamilslived and where
Tamil was spoken united
with Tamil Nadu.”

The DMK has found sup-
portfromits ally, the Vidutha-
lai Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK)
withits president Thol. Thiru-

mavalavan, MP, stated that
November 1 wasadaywhen
Tamil Nadu lost some of its
traditional parts toits neigh-
bours. “OnlyJuly 18is appro-
priate for celebrating Tamil
Naduday,” he said in a state-
ment.

While extending wishes
for the State Day, PMK founder
S Ramadoss said in a state-
ment, “Rather than gaining,
Tamil Nadu has lost geo-
graphically toits neighbours
which continue to be the
root cause for its many prob-
lems including sharing of
river waters. Because of the
outdated Dravidian ideology
we are losing our rights and
Tamil is deprived ofits identity.
Let us strive to reclaim our
lost rights on this day.”

2021 Kodakara hawala case: Kerala
government tore-investigate

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
1 NOVEMBER

The Kerala government has
on Friday decided tore-inves-
tigateinto the 2021 Kodakara
hawala case, putting the BJP's
stateunitinadifficultsituation
ahead of the byelections in
the state. The decision came
afterameetingbetween chief
minister Pinarayi Vijayan and
the state police chief .

Theaction follows the pro-
posal of the CPI-M state sec-
retariat to re-investigate the
casein thelightof therevelations
of Tirur Satheesh, former office
secretary of BJP in Thrissur
related to the hawala case
.The CPI-M state secretariat
sought a reinvestigation in
the Kodakara hawala case fol-
lowing therevealation of Tirur
Satheesh, former office sec-
retary of BJPin Thrissurrelated
to the case

The CPI-M state secretariat
has considered the disclosure
of Thirur Satheesh the former
office secretary of BJP in
Thrissur as serious and has
urged the government to
seek legal avenues for re-
investigation. Since the Thrissur
Rang DIG-led Special Inves-
tigation Team(SIT), formed
to probe the case, already
submitted the charge sheet
to the court, further investi-
gation can only be conducted
with the court’s permission .
Tirur Satheesh's revelation
that the money seized in the
Kodakara heist was hawala
cash and meant for the BJP
haskicked up apolitical storm
ahead of the bypollsin Kerala.
Itislearnt that the government
will inform the court of the
new developmentsin the case
and seek permission for further
probe into the case

Meanwhile,the CPI-M has
decided to make the issue a

political debate in the by-
elections. CPI-M state secretary
MV Govindan said that a re-
investigationisneeded in the
Kodakara hawala case. Political
observersbelieve that the BJP
ison the defensivein thewake
of the new revelations in the
case. Leader of the Opposition
VD.Satheesan has said a deal
between BJP and the CPI-M,
as claimed by the Congress
much earlier, hasbeen proved
right through the revelations
made by former BJP office
secretary Tirur Satheesh in
connectionwith the Kodakara
money heist case Tirur Satheesh
, BJP former office secretary
in Thrissur the other day
alleged that he met Dhar-
marajan at the BJP district
office earlier and had booked
hotel rooms for him and his
associates to stay in Thrissur
asdirected by the BJP treasurer.
They left the hotel on April 3
morning .
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Cabinet Secretariat Department

(Directorate of Civil Aviation)
Patna Airport, Patna - 800014,
TEL. No:- 0612-2225659, 2224423 Fax 0612 2224614 e-mall-cadbihar@bihar.gov.in
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muary be Furnished

Letter. No: CBN(Estt.)-01-47/2023- 1031

SHORT TENDER NOTICE

Sealed Tender are hereby invited by the Govi. of Bihar fram NSOP holder operator under DGCA,

India, for hiring of one Twin Engine, VWIP/VIP configured Helicopter of 7+2/8+2 seating capacity

onwet lease basis for a period of 12 Manths for operation in Bihar and entire Territory of India,

THE DESIRED SPECIFICATIONS OF THE HELICOPTER ARE AS FOLLOWS:;-

a) The age of the helicopter should not be mone than 10 years from the date of manufacture,

bl The helicopter should be twin engine certified vide FAR 29 or C5 29 cértification standards with
helicopter and Engines duly approved by DGCA for operating (VFREIFR) by both, Day and

¢ Maximum AUW below STODKg
d) Category A performance capability.
&) Dual fight control with Auto Pilot

f] CVR/DFDR, EGPWS, ADSE [Desired) and other essential eguipment installed as required by the
DGCA vide various Rules/CARsf Guiding Circulars.

gl Should be able to fly Minimum Range 300 NM in one refuelling with AUW of 7+2/8+2 seating

h) Showld be fully air conditioned,
i} Awerage cruising speed showkd not be below 130 knots,
i} Helicopter should be in VWIP/VIF seating configuration,

At the time of submitting the offer the Helicopter shall be type certified by Directorate General
of Civil Aviation, india as per Chil Aviation Requirement (CAR) 5ection 3 - alr transport serles 'C'

The above specifications are indicative. In case any better specification are available, the samea

TERMS AND CONDITIONS :-

25 hrs. per month.

1. The helicopter thall be placed at Patna on 01.12.2024
2. DOneinnumber Twin Engine helicopter 7+2/8+ 2 (Passenger + Pliot) seater required for VWIPAIP
operation in Bihar and all airports in India initially for a period of 12 months. it can be extended
on same terms and conditions for another 03 months. Average utilization of flying hours will be

3. Bidder has to deposit Bid Bond (Earmest Maoney) of Rs. 50,000/- [Fifty thousand Rupees) in the
form of Bank Draft payable to Bihat Flying inst. CA.D, Cabinet Secretariat Department, Patna.
4. The succedsiul Bidder shall furnish Perdformance Guarantee after getting Letber of Intent, for a
sum equivalent to 5% initially of the total tender value for a period of 12 maonths.
Ouoted rate should be fined and firm for the helicopteri.e.
Fimed monthly charge atRs .............
Hourly flying charge for hours actually flown at Rs ............. only per flying hours,

wer MY per menith.

P FE oW

Mobilization and demobillzation charge [Lump-sum) lor the st Induction of the hellcopter at
state hanger, Patna Alrport at the beginning of the contract and withdrawal of the helicopter
after expiry of the contract of Rs, Nil

Mo other miscellaneous charges thould be payvable Le. ground handling, landing Parking and
accommaoadation, transportation of Pilot, engineer etc,

B Interested and gualified agencies sre requested to submit their tender along with requlsite
docurnents relating 1o desired specifications of the helicopter through Speed Post /Reglstered
Post/Courier Iatest by 26.11.2024 on 05:00 PM and sealed and subscribed as "Tender for
Hiring of One Twin Engine Helicopter on Wet-Lease™. The posts are to be addressed to The
Director, Operation, Directorate of Civil Aviation, Patna Airport, Patna (Bihar) 800014

7. However, if the guotation found incomplete, not supported by requisite Bid Bond and/or
required documents or delicient of any technical parameters as specified In the Detalled
Tender Documents, thelr Quotation shall not be valld and same will be returned to the bidder.

8. The bidder shall be allowed to ground the helicopter for maintenance f required 8 04 days per
month during the term of this agreement, in the event of grounding of operating helicopter for
scheduled/routine Inspection/maintenance or technical snag or whatsoever, for excess days
of grounding beyond permissible ground time of 04 days in a month, the bidder will provide
backup helicopter for that period of the same type. If the bldder falls vo provide backup
helicopter of the same type, a penalty of 1/15th of the fived monthly charge per day shall be
imposed and the amount 50 calculated shall be deducted from the fixed monthly charged bill
or hourly fiying charped bill of that manth,

9. The evaluation of Bids will be done on the basis of quoted fived monthly charge and fiying hourly

charge for hours actually flown, For the purpose of evaluation only the bld shall be calculated

on the basis of monthly fixed charges + flying charges for 25 hours.

In case a higher minimum guaranteed rate is guoted by an operator the flying
charges of the higher hour requirement shall be taken for evaluation,

Example- If no minlmum hour guaranteed Is required then 25 hrs. shall be taken
a5 minimum. If an operator quotes 75 hrs. of minimum requirement then 75 hrs. shall be
taken for evaluation.

o

Operator 1- ¥50,000 |rental) + 25 X [%2,50,000) flying charges
(No minimum) = #50,000 + %562,50,000 = %63,00,000/-

Operator 2- R 20,000 [rental) + 75 X {%1,50,000) fiying charges
[75 hrs. minimum) = 520,000 +%1,12,50,000 =%1,12,70,000/-

L1 shall be operator 1.

10, The Successful bidder will hawe to sign an agreement as per financlal rules, Any violation of
agreement will be deemed 1o be a breach of contract and accordingly legal action will be taken.

11. For any technical guery fes! free to contact The Accountable Manager, Directorate of Aviation,
Govt. of Bihar [Mobile-356134 1454) or on e-mail L.e. cadbihar @bihar.gowin

12. The Additional Chief Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat Department, Govl, of Bihar reserves the
right to reject any or all the bids offer without assigning any reasons thereof.

13.In case of 2ny dispute, the place of settlement will be within the ludicature of High Court at
Patna

14, The detailed information of published quotation notice of hiring of twin englne helicopter can
also be seen on website hitp:/ fstate.bihar.gow.in/fesd

For further details please visit website state bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

Director,
Directorate of Civil Aviation

PR-011792 (€5 D) 2024-25

a. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

Tender Notice No.. TRO-KGP-W-2024-
28-14, Dated: 30.10.2024. For and on
boahal! of Prosidant of Indla, tha Sr
DEE/TRD, Soulh Enslern Rallway,
Khnragpur=ra 1307 wwibes &-Tendad for (ha
Taliowing work balara 1500 heg, on tha
dube mentionad againal llem and will ba
opanad &l 15,30 hre, Description of
works: Insialiation and ereclion of 126
nol. 2RV Auuiliary Tremslormed agains|
Bulo-spnaing work in Khamsgpur-Bhadrak
section and Preparation & supply of
Appendix-*0G° of station working rules
(5WR), Provision of Saclioning/Schamatic
Disgram Board and Sigma Board in
connaction with Kharagpur-Bhadrak
Saclion aiomalic signaling work, Tender
WVabue: T 2,22 73,7 60. EMD; T 2,817,400,
Cost of tender documaent! Mil. Date of
opening: &7 11,2024, Complotion Period:
18 (Eightleen) moniths, Date of
submission: Uplas 15,00 hrs, af
27112024, Inderesind iendeners may visit
wabslle www. ireps.govin for full details,
descnption, specification of the tender and
sLibnilt fheir bids online. In no case manual
tender for this work will be acoepled. Note:
Prospective bedders may regularty visit
wiww.ireps.gov.in to parilcipate in all
IBrcars. (PR-T54)

Sr. DEE(G), South Eastern Raitway, Adra
for & on bahadf of the Prasident of India,
invites E-tender for Elecirical work, as
per details mentioned here under: Temder
Notice No.; Elect-G-ADA-2024-11, did,
30.10.2024, Description of work:
Elecirical work for Provision of On Grid
roal top solar planl al Rasidential
Building, Station Bullding and Service
Building at vanious locations of Adra
Division, Tender Value: 723 47 71 448,
The cloging date and time of e-tendars
arsg on 28,11.2024 at 12.00 hrs. and
opening of landers will ba done on
29.11.2024 after 12,30 hrs. Details of
e above e-lander may please ba saen
af website wew.ireps.gov.in (PR-T5T)

EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice No. : 5G.TenderDSTESDAHS14, dated 29, 1020324, o-londer
is invited by Sr, Divistonal Signal and Telecommunicalion Engineer, Sealdah,
Enstem Radhwary, 2nd Floor, Control Buliding, DRM Office. Kaiser Street, HKollustn-
700014 for the following work  e-Tender No.: SDSTESig/T/AS24-25/5F, Name
of work with its location : Upgradation and interiocking of Manned Non
interiockad 6 Nos, LG Gales over Saaldah Division. Tender Value: T
4 ,40.38,166 01. Cost of tender document : Ni Esmest Money/Bid Security
to be deposited : ¥ 3, 70,200 00, Complation period of the work ; & moniths
Tender Submission Start Dete : 11.11.2024, Tender Submission End Date
: 25.11.2024 upio 14.00 hrs. Tender Bid Opening Date : 25,11 2024 ai 14 .30
hrs. Details may be svaiable o1 www.ireps.gov in Technical Eligibility Criteria:
This lendersr must fave suooessiully compheted of substantally compisted any
ong of the following calegories of work{s) during last 0T (seven) years, ending
Iast day of month previous 1o the one in which lender is invited: (i) Three simiar
works each costing not less than the amount equal 10 30% of advertised value
of the tender, or (i) Two similar works each costing not less than the amownt
egual to 40% of advertised value of the lender, or (8} One similer work cosiing
nol lezss than the amounl aqual to 0% of adwerlised value of the lendar.
contractual tumaover of VIN or % whichever i less where V = Adveriised value
of the tender in cromes of Rupees, N = Number of years prescribed for compiesion
of work for which bids have bean invilad. The average annual contraciual
tumover shall be calculsied as an average of "olal contrachusl peyments™ in
the preveniss thines nancal yesrs a5 ped B sudiled balancs sheal Howewer,
in case balance sheet of the previous year is yel to be prepared/audied, the
audited balance sheel of the fourth previous year shall be considered for
calculating average annual contractual tumover. The lenderers shall submit
requisite information as per Annexure-V1B of GCC 2022 (Form-6 of the instant
tender document), along with copees of Audied Batance Sheels duly certified
by the Chartenad AccourtantCartificats from Charierad Acoountant duly supporied
by Audited Batance Sheel Other document to be submitied: As mentoned
in the tender documant. Similar nature of work: “Panel Interiocking or Rouls
Reday Intedocking or Elecironic interdocking or IBH or Automatic Signalling or
LC Gals Interiocking io be considersd as similar nature of work for the instant
tender work. Note: The tenderer shall submit along with the tender offer,
documants in support of histheir daim io fulfill the eligibily criteria as mentioned
in the tender document, Each page of the copy of documents/certificales in
support of credentials, submitied by the lenderor, shall be sofl-afiestod/digitally
signed by the tenderer or authorized representative of the tendering firm. Sedf-
attestation shall include signature, stamp and date (on each page)

Tender Nobos i slso svalable 31 webaites  www o Indianr Slways QoW in | wrere Ireps. gor i

SOAH-21T2024-25

EASTERN RAILWAY

Tendar Motlce No.: 222-81/W-l. Date :
20102024, Folowng a-Tandam ar inviled
anling by Divisional Rallway Mansgar
Enstern Radway, Sanldah, 2nd foos, CERM
Buliding, Malzar Strosl, Sealdah, Kolksks-
TDO0A4 for the lollowing work: 81 Ne. 1,
Tender No.! TN-104-24-25. Mame of the
work : Roepalrs of badly damaged
bdluminous road ol Dokshin Barasat with
all mncillary works under Sanior Saction
Enginse\Works! Sonarpue in [he jursSclion
of Asskstant EpgineanBarilpurSaaldah
Tender Value: Ra. 55 54 29)- EMD ; Rs
1,11,100/-, 81 No. Z, Tender Mo.: TH-165-
24-25. Hame of the work : At Bankpara
n betwaen Thakurnagar and Chandpara
Consiruction of Road under Brdge [RLUE]
mcluding all ofhoer ancillary works. Tendar
Valua: Rs. 4.40,30.831/- EMD : Rs
3,70,2000-, 81 No. 3, Tender Na.: TH-168-
24-25, Name of the work : Devalopment
of goods shed at Barasat Jn. including
mprovemant of wharf, llumination of goods
shed pramises and provision of Ebour and
mechanical amanities undar Sanicr Saction
Enginear [Works]Barasat in the jurisdiciion
of Assistant Enginser/Barasal. Tender
¥alue: Rs, 1,82 72256/, EMD : Rs
2,41 400/, Date and time of closing of
pender ; 22 11 304 &l 15.00 hrs. fior easch
Complethon pericd for the work ; 08 (Six)
months for 5. Mo, 1, 12 (Twelve) months
for 8l. Mo. 2 and 08 (Mine) months for S
Ho. 3. Date and time of opaning of
tender: 22.11.2024 at 15,30 hrs. The
Tendar documents and other delalls are
al www.ireps gowv.in The bidding for he
tendar ia lo bé submitted throwgh the e
fendering on above wahsile. Manual offers
will be summanly rejeclad.
SDAH-216/2024-25
Tender Motices are also svallsble at Websits
www, ar indianrallways.gov. inhsww mspe gov.in

Follow us at : [Jlj @EasternRailway [] @easternrailwayheadquarter

Follow us at: [ @EasternRailway
€) @easternrailwayheadquarter

~Tendear i 1 E- -Enga-
ADRA-144-147-24, Dated: 30.10.2024,
For and o bahad of the Presikdent of India,
DEM (Engg)South Eastem Raibway, Adra
irvites 04 (Four) nos, e-benders Tor Works
Zonal & Miss. Spl. Works as mantioned
histeundor. S1LMo.-1. Tender Mo E-DRM-

works: Zonal works |e. execution of (a)
nimd work additions, altarations 1o tha
axigfing sireciunes, apadial repall works
and supply of bullding matoriols subjoct o
coapbing of aach such work not exceading
rupass 5 lnkh and (B) all works andinary
raepalr and mainlenance worke uplo
30.06 2026 for maintenance of Service
biulldings, Stafl quarten and colony undar
i jurisdiction of SSE(Waorka¥Damodar
i Adra Divigian, Tender Value ©
2.30,99.000.61. BL.No.-2. Tender No.: E-
DRNENIPALRA-140-34. Descriplion
of works: Zonal works Le. axecutlon of
(m] mow work sddions, alloraikong bo (ha
omisting siructures, spacial repair worka
and supply of buldng matarals aubpect 1o
cessting of sach such work nol axceading
rupads 5 lwkh mnd (B) 6ll works Grdinacy
repalr and mainienance works upio
A0.06 2028 for mainlenanos of Sarvice
bulldings, Staff guariers and colony undar
s jurisdiclhan of S5E(WorkaPurulia In
Adra Division, Tender Value: 7
2,80,00,000, 8l.Mo.-3, Tender Mo,: E-
DRM-Engg-ADRA-146-24 Description
of works: fonal works e axecution af
(&) new work addiions, alerations to the
axigling sirociures, spacial repasr Works
and supply of bullding malerals sulbjedt 1o
coaling ol aach such work nol exoseding
rupees 5 iakh and (o) all works ordinary
repalr and mainlenances works uplo
2006 20268 for maintenance of Service
buildings, Stall quarters and colony undar
the urisdiction of S5EWorksAnara in
Adra Divisien, Tender Value: ¥
1,80,00.000. Sl.Ho.-4. Tender Mo.: E-
DRM-Engg-ADRA-147.24, Description
of works: Mew Booking offioe with attached
toilet at Bokra (BOKA), Guisaranga(GLUIR),
Berugram (BUGM), Habaspur {HPLIR},
Gramdadpur (GMDP) and Mustaphachak
(MFCX) station of Bankura-Masagram
section, Tender Value: ¥ 3,91 49,734.52
Tha closing date and tima of e-tenders amne
on 25.11.2024 st 15.00 hrs. (for S1.Mo. 1
1o 4 pach), Detads of above e-lenders may
plaase be sean al websile
wwne ireps.gov.in, (PR-T548)

Govt. .. of Bihar
Bihar Skill Development Mission (BSOM)

Department of Labour Resources, Government of Bihar

A-Wing, 5 Floor, Niyvojan Bhawan, Balley Road, Patna-B00001
Phone: 0612-2528455 Fax: 0612-2535004
Email: biharskilldevelopmentmission@gmail.com Website: www.ikillmissionbihar.org

Notice Inviting Request for Proposal

RFP No: BSDM/Hording, Banner-RFP-132/2024-01

CM K
epaper.thestatesman.com

Secretary, Dept. of Labour Resources, Govt. of Bihar- cum- CED, Bihar Skill Development
Mission (BSOM), invites proposals [Two Bld System) from reputed and experienced
(Outdoor promotion] Agencies (hereafter referred as 'Agencles’) to undertake hording,
banner, pamphlets & standees, vinyl, stickers related activities for Bihar Skill Development
Mission (BSDM).

Kindly note that the selection of agency under this RFP will not guarantee allocation of
work and BSDM will assume no liability or cost towards it. BSDM makes no commitments,
express or implied, that this process will result in a business transaction between anyone.

Document Fee and Tender Processing Fee: All Applicants have to pay a non-refundable
Document Fee of Rs. 5,000/- (Rupees Five Thousand only) and Tender Processing Fee of Rs.
590.00 (Five Hundred Ninety only) through e-payment mode (i.e. NEFT/RTGS/Credit
Card/Debit Card} on E-Proc Portal.

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD): An EMD of Rs. 1,00,000/- {One Lakh) only, through e-
payment mode (i.e. NEFT/RTGS/Credit Card/Debit Card) on E-Proc Portal, well before the
last date/time for submission/ uploading of offer/Bid, failing which the bid will be rejected.
This EMD will be non-interest bearing and refundable. If the selected hidder fails to submit
the requisite performance guarantee or o execute the agreement, this EMD will be
forfeited.

The Proposal has to be submitted through online mode on https://www.eprocl.
bihar gov.in and can be searched by clicking the Tab “Tender® on home page of above
wiebsite and then going to Latest Tender by searching Department Name as “Labour
Resources Department”.

The Proposal has to be submitted in online mode containing following cover
stage- A)Technical Bid Open S5tage and B) Cost Bid Open Stage

The application procedure, eligibility criterla, evaluation methodology, téerms and
conditions and the scope of work are detalled in this RFP which can be seen or downloaded
from the “e-Procurement Portal hitps.//www.eproc2.bihargov.in and departmental
website: hitp:/wew skillmissionbihar.org. The RFP will be avallable to download fram the
above websites from 04.11.2024. The last date for uploading of proposal/bid will be
11.11.2024 up to 15.00 Hrs. Technical Bid will be opened on or after 11.11.2024 post 16:00
Hrs. The Evaluation of Bids will be under Least Cost System. Please refer RFP document
for complete details.

The undersigned reserves the right to issue addendum/corrigendum/
modification or to amend any or all conditions of this RFP Document or to accept or reject
any or all propasal(s) or to cancel the whole of this RFP at any stage without assigning any
reason thereof and no bidder shall have any cause of action or claim against the
undersigned for the same.

For further details please visit website state.bihar.gowv.in/prdbihar

Mission Director,
Bihar 5kill Development Mission,
Department of Labour Resources,
Govt. of Bihar

PR- 011876 (LR D ) 2024-25
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EEI[ N RAILWAY
Opan a-Tandar Motice for Tender Mo,

EL-MLOT-E-Tendar-124, dated
28.10.2024. Opan é-landar noliced ara
Fviited by Se. Divimional Elecirical Enginear
(G). Easbirn Faibway, Makia Offica Budding,
PO -Jraijhala. Disirict : Malda, PIN-T32102
(West Bangal), fram flrmalAganciea)
Contraciors of repute having expanenced
and financial solvency for the following
works . Mame of Work : Elactrical woark in
connechon with Augmantation of power
supply with Impeoyemant of illumination st
stabion, Adiosning areas, vard alc. over
Makia Town Division. Tender Valee : T
3,45,22 885.27. Earnest Money: ¥
322 600 Cost of iender documeanit : Mil,
Date & lime for submission af
e-tender: From 05.11.2024 o 15.30 hrs,
of 19112024, Website particulars and
Motice Bomrd : YWabsite www, Ireps.gov.in
Motice Board - Sr, Divisional Electrical
Enginaar (G), Easlam Rallway, Malda
Town's office. Tenderam e redguasiad 1o
o throwgh tha detailsd Tender Notice &
documanl opn ithe websile
v irepa.gov.in Mo manisd offer will bae
pccopind in ey crcumsiancan,
MLD-130/2024-25
Tender Mabca is also availabls al websitos
wwe ot indlanradways Qov in | wew, Ifeps. gov in
Follow us at : [JJ] @EasternRallway

€ @easternrailwayheadquarter
EASTERN RAILWAY

Abridged Tender Motice No. ASNIDS of
2024-25 for E-Tendering. Tender Motice
for e-tandering is invited by Dy. Chiafl

Enginesr/Con | /Eastern Ralbasy, Asanasl
Agansol Divigion, Statlon Road, Asansol

Pin-T 13301 lof the fobowing wark | Naima
of work : Earthwork In culting and fling,
Banketing, construction of minor bridges,
Ratairng wall, sda drain, cabsh waler dran,
P Wiy work and ofhied ancallary works af
Sth ling in batwesn DCOP Durgapur
meluding yard of DCOP From Ch 171 503
Km from Hawrah (Gh 14535 00m fram
Durgaguir) Ch 1718221 KM fram HWH (Ch
582 08m Trom DCOP Waesal Cabin)
Approx. Value : Rd. 11,14 Croce, Moda
al Tender : Two packol syelom. Cost of
Tender document : N, Bid Security : Rs
r.or.o00l- Completion Period § 12
Monthe, Tender Closing date & time :
#2.11.2024 at 11.00 hrs, Tender document
and olhier delalls can be abbarmed rom b
wibsio www ireps.gov.in The bidding for
ihe lender |s to ba submilted through
e-tandering on above website. Manual
offers ars not allowed against this tender
and any manusl offer if recaived shall not
e acoepied snd will e summarly rejected
CON-68/2024-25
Tender Notices are also avafable at Website
www.ar Indianrailways.govinfew snps gevin

Follow us at: B @EasternRailway|
Q) @easternrallwayheadquarter

T — ' R —
EASTERN RAILWAY

Tendar No. : SDSTE-LHS-RPH-KWAE-
24-25, dated 28.10.2024. Divisional
Raitway Manager, Eastern Railway,
Howrah, DEM Bullding, near Railway
Siation, Howrah-711101 invilea
e-Tenders against Tender No. SBDSTE-
LHS-RPH-KWAE-24-25 for tha following
work. Bicddars will be able to submit thsir
originalirevised bids uplo closing dale
and time only, Manual offers are not
plicwed ngainst ihis tender and any such
masniual affer recebved shall be |gnonsd

NMame of Work: Schadula A -
Construction of LHS in liue of L.C Gats
No. 14/C/E al KM 37/1-2 In balween
Ahmpdpur-Katwa Section of Howrah
Division. Scheduls B - Construction of
LHE in lieu of of L.C Gals No. § ai Km

24723-25 batwoon Guakara, Pichkurindhal
in Khana Jn,- Bolpur Shanlinlkelan
saction of Howrah Division, Schadule C
- Conatruction of LHS ot L.C Gate No
Z9E In batwean Ram purhat-Adslpahsn
& Km Mo, 10878 in Rampurhat-Dumika
sechion of Howrsh Division, Schedule D
- Constnuction of LHS at L.C Gaia No
30E in between Rampurhat-Adalpahari
& Km Mo, 108/7-8 in Rampurhal-Dumica
section of Howrah Division, Bidding
Bystem: Single Packel, Advertised
Value: ¥ 1,17,01,151.21. Earnest
Money: T 2,08 500. Tender Document
Cost : ¥ 0.00, Period of Completion:
12 months, Validity of Offer: 60 Days
Diate and Time of uploading Tender:
28702024 st 11.42 hrs, Bidding Start
Date: 12.11.2024. Tender Closing Date
& Tima: 26.11.2024 al 15.00 brs, Tha
delasls are available al woebsite wwe.

ireps. gov.in
HWH-382/2024-25

Tender Motices are also available al Website
wewrw e indlanraiiways. gov inivwewineps povin

Follow us at : [} @EasternRailway
[} @easternrailwayheadquarter




o
ndia

The Statesman

KOLKATA, SATURDAY 02 NOVEMBER 2024

07

Over 300 fire incidents reported in Delhi on Diwali

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,1 NOVEMBER

The DelhiFire Services (DES)
received 318 fire related calls
on Thursday night to Friday
morning on Diwali, however
no serious casualties were
reported in such incidents.
“The figure marks the high-
est number of Diwali-related
fire and emergencyincidents
in the past 13 years," stated
DES chief Atul Garg. Garg
added that from 5 pm on
Thursday to midnight, 176

firerelated callswerereceived
while from 12 am to 6 am on
Friday, 142 such calls were
received. According to the
datasharedbythefire depart-
ment, the number of fire-
related callsreceived on Diwali
over theyearshas shown fluc-
tuations. In2023, theyreceived
208 calls, while in 2022, the
number stood at 201. The
lowest in recent years was in
2021, with only 152 calls. In
2020, the departmentreceived
205 calls, and in 2019, the
figure was higher at 245. In

2018, there were 271 calls,
whilein2017,204 fire-related
incidentswerereported. The
DFS chief added that in
Vikaspuri, two people were
reported unconscious due to
fire-related incidents. Another
fire broke out in Mangolpuri,
injuring a woman and two
children. Fortunately, nolarge-
scale fires occurred, which
the fire departmentattributes
to the increased number of
personnel on duty this year.

However, one notableinci-
dentwas reported at 6:30 PM
from Najafgarh in South West
Delhi, where a man carrying
potassiumnitrate (potash) on
a transport bus experienced
an explosion. It is a key com-
ponent in firecrackers and is
highlyflammable. Two people
were injured in the blast, and
two fire tenders were dispatched
to the scene.

HPPSCeXxtendspolicerecruitment
applicationdeadlineto12 November

Outof 1,088 posts 380 posts has beenspecificallyallotted for female constablesand theremaining
708 positionswere open to male candidates

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 1 NOVEMBER

imachal Pradesh

Public Service

Commission

(HPPSC) has
extended police recruitment
application deadline to 12
November.

Aspokesperson of the state
government on Friday said
that on the directions of Chief
Minister Thakur Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, the application
deadline for police recruitment
hasbeen extended from Octo-
ber 31 to November 12.

He said that this extension

was intended to allow more
time for youth across the
state to apply for the post
and this decision would benefit
thousands of prospective can-
didates.

He further said that the

Chief Minister was prioritizing
more and more employment
generation to provide employ-
ment opportunities to the
youth and during his 20
months tenure has created
over 31,000 job opportunities.

Aspartof these efforts the
HPPSC has invited applica-
tions for 1,088 constable posi-
tionsin the state police depart-
ment also, he added.

He said that to promote
gender equityin the state the
present state government has
reserved 30 percent vacancies
for women in police depart-
ment.

Out of 1,088 posts 380
posts has been specifically
allotted for female constables
and the remaining 708 posi-
tionswere open to male can-
didates, he added.

Apart from this the present
state government has given

a one-year relaxation in the
maximum age limit for con-
stable recruitment.

He said that with this
revised age limit general cat-
egory applicants aged 18 to
26, SC/ST, OBC, Gorkha and
distinguished sportspersons
aged 18 to 28 and Home
Guards aged 20 to 29 would
be eligible to apply to these
posts.

These initiatives reflects
the commitment of state gov-
ernment to inclusive employ-
ment opportunities and
increaseits access for all seg-
ments of society, said the
spokesperson.

‘Centre can’t implement
UCC unless Muslims
taken into confidence’

AGENCIES
GAYA, 1 NOVEMBER

Jan Suraj chief Prashant
Kishor said on Friday that
the Centre cannot imple-
ment the Uniform Civil Code
in the country unless the
Muslim community is taken
into confidence.

He said thatin a democ-
racy, before introducing a
law, the government must
gain the confidence of the
people who will be affected
by it.

"Whether the Uniform
Civil Code should be imple-
mented or not remains to
be a big debate. Unless the
Muslim population, which
is 20% of the country's pop-
ulation, is taken into confi-
dence, you cannot imple-
ment this kind of radical
law," Kishor told ANI.

" We saw protests all over
the country in the case of
CAA-NRC. Unless the gov-
ernment takes into confi-
dence the people who will
be affected by the law, it
cannot be implemented,"
he added. He pointed out
the Centre's revocation of
farm laws as an example of
what will happen when the
stakeholders are not taken
into confidence before bring-

ing laws.

"See, for example, the
farm laws that did not have
any Hindu-Muslim issues.
The Central government
passed the laws without
taking farmers into confi-
dence. Sowhatis the result
of it? The government had
torepeal the law. So whether
it is UCC or another law if
you do not take into account
the people who are going
to be affected by that law,
you cannot implement it.
It is the strength of the
democracy," he said.

During this year's Inde-
pendence Day speech, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
batted for a Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) stating that
India will now have to move
towards a secular civil code
to free the country from
religion-based discrimina-
tion.

PM Modi said, "In our
country, the Supreme Court
has held discussions regard-
ing the Uniform Civil Code
again and again, and it has
given orders several times.
Alarge section of the country
believes, and itis true, that
the civil code that we are
living with is actually a com-
munal civil code in a way,
adiscriminatory civil code..."

Marine fishing prohibition enforced along

Odisha coast to ensuresafety

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 1 NOVEMBER

The Odisha government on
Friday enforced a seven-
month-long prohibition on
sea fishing activity from 1
November within 20 km of
the coastat theriver mouths
of Dhamara, Devi and
Rusikulya as part of annual
Olive Ridley turtle conservation
programme.

The ban on sea-fishing
however, remains enforced
round-the-yearin Gahirmatha
coast, which iswidely regarded
asthelargesthabitation cor-
ridors of these highly endan-
gered marine species. Besides,
Gahirmathahasbeen accord-
ed the status of marine sanc-
tuary in view of turtles’ con-
gregation, said forest offi-
cials.

The annual measure of
this nature, thatwould remain
effective from 1 November-
31 May, goes a long way to
ensure the safety of marine
animals during their breeding
and mating season, said offi-
cialsaddingthat the ban has
been clamped inaccordance
with Sections 2, 7 and 4 of
Orissa Marine Fishing Reg-
ulation Act (OMFRA), 1982
and provisions of Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972.

The fishing ban will be
imposed from today along a
specified coast of the sea
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comprising sea turtle con-
gregation area and their buffer
zones at the river mouths of
Dhamara, Devi and Rusikulya.

The prohibition will be
strictly implemented as it is
done every year as the turtles
perish in larger numbers
either by getting entangled
infishingnets or hitbyfishing
trawler' propellers.

It will be a multi-layered
patrolling exercise involving
the forest, fisheries, and
marine police besides the
coast guard personnel. To
ensure effective patrolling,
61 on-shore camps and five
off-shore camps have been
set up in the state's four
wildlife divisions- Bhadrak,
Rajnagar, Puriand Berham-
pur. The armed police con-
stabulary force will flank the
forestand fisheries patrolling
teams. Five high-speed boats,
13 trawlers and support boats
are pressed into service to
interceptillegal marine fishing
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in prohibited zones, said
Sudrashan Gopinath Yadav,
Divisional Forest Officer,
Rajnagar Mangrove (wildlife)
Forest Division.

Around 11,000 fishermen
families will be affected fol-
lowing the fishingban. There-
fore to compensate for the
loss of income avenues, the
state governmenthas decided
to extend one-time livelihood
assistance of Rs 7,500 to the
affected fishermen families.

The female turtles virtually
invade the nesting beaches
usually at the dead of the
night for laying eggs, the
phenomenon otherwise
described as ‘arribada’. After
indulgence in instinctive egg-
laying, the turtles leave the
nesting ground to stride into
the deep seawater. Hatchlings
emerge from these eggs after
45-60days. Itisarare natural
phenomenon where the
babies grow without their
mother.

Garud Shakti 24: India, Indonesia enhance

Special Forces Cooperation

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER-

A 25-member Indian Army
contingent has departed for
Cijantung, Jakarta, Indonesia,
to participate in the 9th edi-
tion of the India-Indonesia
Joint Special Forces Exercise
GARUD SHAKTI, scheduled
from November 1 to 12. Rep-
resenting India, the Parachute
Regiment (Special Forces)
will engage with the 40-
member Indonesian Special
Forces unit, Kopassus.
Exercise GARUD SHAKTI
24 aims to build familiarity
with each other’s tactical
approaches, improve inter-
operability, and strengthen
mutual understanding and
cooperation between the
two armies. Through arange
of discussions and tactical
drills, the exercise is set to
deepen military cooperation
and foster a strong bond
between the two nations.
The exercise will focus
on planning and executing
special operations, with train-
ing in advanced Special
Forces skills, as well as the
sharing of innovations in
weaponry, equipment, and
operational techniques.

L.

GARUD SHAKTTI will also
include joint jungle opera-
tions, simulated strikes on
terrorist camps, and a final
Validation Exercise, com-
bining basic and advanced
skills. Cultural exchanges
between the contingents will

inJakarta

T B =

further enhance bilateral
ties.

This collaborative training
offers a platform for both
nations to strengthen their
military partnership, share
best practices, and work
toward shared security goals.

F.No A 12043/2/2024-Admn.] THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH AND FAK

WELFARE Baba Gangnath Marg, Munirka, New Delh-110087

The National Institute of Health and Family Welfare, an autonomous Institute under the Ministry of Health

VACANCY NOTICE

UNIUEH-El I ' ﬂF DELHI g HGRTH EASTEH" IHDIHA GANDH' and Family Welfare, is an apex technical Institute for promaoting health and family welfare programmes in
the country through Education and Tralning, Research and Evaluation, Consultancy, Advisory and Special-
Advt. No. R&P/309/2024 Dated: 03-10-2024 REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH & ized Services.
. Fs ; : : MEDICAL SCIENCES (NEIGRIHMS) Applications are invited by the Director, NIHFW from the citizens of India for following regular posts in
Online applications are invited in the prescribed Application NP
Form from eligible candidates for appointment of Professor SHILLON G'l MEGHALAYA '
in the Academic Pay Level 14 of 7th Central Pay Matrix, in (An Autonomous Institute under Ministry of Health & Family Welfare = No. of Sl
the various departments of University of Delhi. The last date Government of India) ny | Meweoffou | Faylsnmlovel) iy | el Rarilimard
Tor rece pl.of applications s two. easka from the date. of Advertisement No, NEIGR-E.I1/2/2001/Pt-XXXIIl dated 10-09-2024
publication of the advertisement in the Employment News. ; 3 R—
For more details, please visit the University website: RECRUITMENT NOTICE Profmssct I;-::l 14 Ra -
www.du.ac.in and click "Jobs and Uppﬂl"tl.!ﬂiﬂﬁ" under ROLLING ADVERTISEMENT FOR RECRUITMENT OF ] Em] iﬁl " o o Ry D
the Head “Work with DU". JUNIOR RESIDENT DOCTORS AT NEIGRIHMS, SHILLONG A
Any addendum / corrigendum shall be posted only on the| | North Eastern Indira Gandhi Regional Institute of Health & Medical Sciences, Shillong, i R by
University website. an autonomous Medical Institution under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, 2 Heatm Re7o800. | o1 UR e
CBC.21231/112/0017/2435 REGISTRAR | |Govt. of India declares Walk-in interview for recruitment for the post of Junior Resident A | sirtanes
Doctors under Govt. of India Residency Scheme for 1 (one) year tenure. This being

For Application Form & other details including Hindi version of this advisement, please visit Institute's web-
site: www.nihfw.ac.in. Last date of recelving of Application is 2 weeks from the date of publication of Adwer-
tisement in the Employment News.

CBC-17153/11/0002/2425

a rolling Advertisement, further vacancies along with the Eligibility Critena, Selection
Procedure, Application Procedure, Terms and Conditions etc. as amended from time
to time will be uploaded on our Institute website only and not be published in either
Employment News or any Newspapers. The aspiring applicants satisfying the eligibility
in all respect can submit their applications in prescribed proforma along with scanned
copy of their certificates by e-mail to neigrihms.recruitment@gmail.com The appli-
cation form will be available on NEIGRIHMS official website

The 1st cut of date for submission of applications is 21 days from the date of
publication of advertisement in Employment News.

A notfice for the subsequent cut of dates will be issued on NEIGRIHMS official website
only.

NEIGRIHMS, Shillong reserves the right to continue more cycles. Once all positions
are filled, no more applications will be considered.

Director, NIHFW

UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

Advt. No. R&P/308/2024 Dated: 03-10-2024

Online applicabions are inviled in the prescrnbed Application
Form from eligible candidates for appointment of Associate
Professor in the Academic Pay Level 13A of 7th Central Pay
Matnx, in the various departments of University of Delhi. The
last date for receipt of applications is two weeks from the
date of publication of the advertisement in the Employment
News. For more details, please visit the University website
www.du.ac.in and click “Jobs and Opportunities’ under
the Head "Work with DU".

Any addendum / comigendum shall be posted only on the

The vacant posts of Junior Resident are given below:

University website. Sl. No Reservation Vacancy
CBC 21231/12/0015/2425 REGISTRAR L UR 09
2 EWS 02
3 OBC 05 Post - Pay Level in Matrix -
4 SC 01 Scientist B Level 10 (56100 - 177500)
UvaE HEITY nF nEI—HI 5 ST 01 Continuing Contract posts on Payscale |
Advt. No. R&P/307/2024 Dated: 03-10-2024 Total 18 (eighteen) MNo. of Posts / Reservation

Online applications are invited in the prescribed Application
Form from eligible candidates for appointment to the post of
Assistant Professor, in the Academic Pay Level 10 of Tth
Central Pay Commission Pay Matrix, in the various
departments of University of Delhi. The last date for receipt
of application is two weeks from the date of publication of
the advertisement in the Employment News. For details,
please visit the University website: www.du.ac.in and click
"Advertisement - Departments” under the Head "Work

2 (two) posts reserved for Persons with Benchmark Disabilities in the non surgical
departments as per Government of India policy.

For further details regarding essential qualification, age, pay scale, prescribed
application form & general information etc. of the advertisement are available on
NEIGRIHMS, Shillong website: http.://neigrihms.gov.in All applicants are advised
to keep visiting NEIGRIHMS website on regular basis for any further updates.

For queries contact Establishment Section at Phone No.(0364) 2538020, 2539215 or

with DU". 2539215 to 217.

Any addendum / corrigendum shall be posted only on the Sdl-
University website. Deputy Director (Admn)
CBC 21231/12/0013/2425 REGISTRAR CBC-17119/11/0014/2425 NEIGRIHMS

epaper.thestatesman.com
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Budget Gamble

In a bold and strategic move, the latest UK budget signals

a significant shift in economic policy, opting for increased
taxes, higher borrowing, and ambitious spending. This
approach sets a clear departure from past economic orthodo-
Xy, and aims to confront a sluggish economy with active gov-
ernment intervention. The government has three overarching
goals: to stabilise public finances, drive growth, and affirm
Labour's unique approach. This budget is a calculated gam-
ble, promising rewards that depend on close collaboration
between government and private industry. The budget’s targ-
eted boost to public spending reflects an attempt to tackle
immediate and long-standing issues in various sectors. One
key area is the construction industry, where increased capital
investments could pave the way for substantial infrastructure
development. However, with a pressing shortage of skilled
workers, contractors may price bids higher, adding new pres-
sures to an industry already struggling to meet demand. This
raises questions on whether such spending will result in tan-
gible improvements or if it could spiral into cost overruns
that force the government into tough fiscal decisions down
the road. For businesses, especially small and medium enter-
prises, the budget brings mixed prospects. A planned hike in
National Insurance contributions could place an additional
burden on employers, potentially stifling wage growth and
leading to job cuts. This could significantly impact sectors
like hospitality and tourism, which are already grappling with
high operating costs and may be forced to cut back on hours
or reduce staff. While the government argues that tax hikes
will help strengthen public finances, there is concern about
whether these additional costs might dampen business co-
nfidence, deterring the private investment necessary to fuel
sustained economic growth.
The budget’s implications for rural communities present
a particular challenge. New inheritance tax policies on farms
may disrupt family farming traditions, imposing tax burdens
that could discourage generational continuity. This shift high-
lights a longstanding tension between urban and rural pri-
orities, reflecting how policies designed with metropolitan
areas in mind often overlook the unique realities faced by
rural populations. This move risks reigniting past frictions
with rural communities, where resentment towards urban-
centric policymaking has previously affected political dynam-
ics. In Scotland, the increased funding allocation offers both
opportunities and constraints. The Scottish government,
while welcoming the financial boost, remains wary of its long-
term sustainability. With heightened expectations from
unions and opposition parties for expanded services and pay
raises, the administration must navigate pressures carefully
to ensure responsible spending. This budget is undoubtedly
a break from the status quo, but it comes with significant
risks. Success depends on whether the government’s spend-
ing can genuinely stimulate economic activity and encourage
the private sector to invest in growth. Without this buy-in
from businesses, high taxes and borrowing could result in
further economic strain, rather than the robust growth envi-
sioned. Ultimately, this budget marks a turning point. While
the gamble may yield transformative change, it underscores
the importance of fostering a partnership between public and
private sectors. If executed well, this budget could redefine
the UK’s economic landscape.

Protecting Wildlife

he death of eight elephants in Bandhavgarh National

Park, Madhya Pradesh, likely due to consuming fun-

gus-infected kodo millet, underscores a profound and
growing challenge in India’s conservation landscape. As
wildlife and agricultural zones increasingly overlap, the unfor-
tunate outcomes highlight the urgent need for robust strate-
gies that ensure the safety of both animals and rural commu-
nities. Elephants are highly social animals with complex for-
aging habits. As habitats shrink, they often wander into near-
by farmland in search of food, inadvertently risking encoun-
ters with human agriculture. In this case, a toxic fungus found
in kodo millet ~ a crop typically harmless to humans ~ likely
developed after seasonal rains. The high consumption of this
millet appears to have led to tragic consequences for the ele-
phants, exposing the overlooked threat posed by agricultural
practices near protected areas. In Bandhavgarh’s case, the
situation demands immediate action on two fronts. First,
there is an evident need for more thorough monitoring of
potential hazards that could affect wildlife in buffer zones
around parks. Current management systems may not fully
account for the risks posed by seemingly benign crops that
develop toxins under specific conditions. By conducting sea-
sonal inspections of farms bordering reserves, authorities
could mitigate such risks, identifying and addressing any
crops susceptible to fungal growth or other natural toxins.
Engaging farmers in this process is essential; for instance,
compensated removal or controlled disposal of risky crops
like kodo millet could prevent wildlife exposure to these tox-
ins. Secondly, this incident highlights a larger need for a
national framework that guides interactions between agri-
culture and wildlife. India’s rapid population growth and
expanding agricultural footprint mean protected areas are
increasingly encircled by farmland. To protect wildlife, the
government should consider implementing clear policies on
permissible crops near conservation areas, particularly during
peak wildlife migration and foraging seasons. By encouraging
farmers to grow wildlife-safe crops or introducing regulated
planting practices in buffer zones, authorities could reduce
the risk of fatal encounters between elephants and toxic crops.
Such measures are vital not only for elephant conservation
but for public safety as well. When food sources like kodo
millet are abundant, elephants are more likely to enter human
areas, raising the risk of conflict. A strategic approach that
educates farmers on wildlife-friendly agricultural practices
and offers support for crop modifications could ease the strain
on both sides. Collaborations with conservationists and
agronomists could yield sustainable solutions to better pro-
tect India’s endangered species without sacrificing farmers'
livelihoods. Ultimately, Bandhavgarh'’s tragedy reveals a
broader issue that demands immediate attention. Protecting
India’s wildlife cannot stop at the borders of its national parks.
It requires comprehensive, adaptive policies that reflect the
realities of conservation challenges. By integrating wildlife
safety into policy and involving local communities in conser-
vation efforts, India can strive to secure a harmonious coex-
istence between humans and wildlife. The tragic loss of these
elephants should serve as a turning point, pushing policy-
makers to prioritise wildlife safety in agricultural regions and
prevent such disasters.
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A Painful Pleasure

Kolkata is a miniature of the whole world. Every race is represented and every
culture can be traced here. A walk through its streets is an experience. The
city teaches lessons of constant sharing with those poorer than oneself,
tolerance towards all beliefs and castes, respect for strangers, true charity for

beggars, the deformed, and the lepers
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he oxymoron “a painful

pleasure” seems to be in

effect when Kolkata gets

global recognition ~ the
city has ranked 19th by Savills’
Growth Hub Index for its rapid de-
velopment. Is Kolkata burdened
with the enigma of despair? Is ita
great urban disaster? At least the
graffiti on walls would lead one to
believe there is no hope. What tro-
ubles the lovers of Kolkata most is
that the questions could lately be
answered spontaneously in the
negative. Every discussion about
the “city of joy” tends to become
a sentimental journey into the
past. Inevitably a confrontation
with the rot eating into the vitals
of the city is like being a victim of
one's own hubris.

For a hardcore Kolkatan, har-
shly chastised by the relentless re-
ality around him, the virtuous de-
lights of organizing an unorgan-
ized system is a distant dream. He
is cocooned in a defunct time-ma-
chine that neither takes him for-
ward nor lets him bask contented-
ly in days of yore. In a way, he is
trapped in a city which he loves
and is unable to lift the malaise
that has robbed it of its vibrancy.

So why is Kolkata so special
amidst all its traffic jams, bandhs,
michhil, adda, et al? Even an indi-
vidual being part of the swarm of
citizens hurrying towards Sealdah
and Howrah stations in the after-
noon will proudly proclaim that it
is difficult to find another city
whose name one can associate
with six Nobel Prize winners.

In retrospect, there is some-
thing intense about Rudyard Kip-
ling’s relationship with Kolkata,
where he was born and to which
he came back in 1888 to work as a
journalist. Characteristically, his
first reaction was effusive but
deeply proprietoral. As he looked
at the large number of ships below
the Hooghly Bridge, he exclaimed:
“What a divine place to loot!” It
seemed not only wrong but a cri-
minal thing to allow natives to
have any voice in the control of
such a city “adorned, docked,
wharfed, fronted and reclaimed by
Englishmen, existing only because
England lives and is dependent for
its life in England.” The word
“loot”, though used in a light-hear-
ted manner, indicates the attitude
typical of colonisers. Among
Kipling’s initial reactions to life in
Kolkata was a holistic outburst at
what he called the “Big Calcutta
Stink”. “The reek of Calcutta beats
both Banaras and Peshawar ... Itis
faint. It is sickly, and it is indescrib-
able... It resembles the essence of
corruption that has rotted...”

More than three hundred ye-
ars ago, Calcutta was promoted by
a band of adventurous British
traders with a vision to make it a
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competitive business centre. When
by an irony of history the traders
became rulers of the country, it
was Calcutta which remained as
the citadel of British imperial po-
wer in the Indian subcontinent for
well over a century and a half.

But what is often overlooked
is the British perception of the
city’s strategic importance in
international trade and co-
mmerce. In terms of imperial
political management, Calcutta
had always played a vital role. In
terms of furthering British busi-
ness interests in the Far East too,
it played a big role.

enthusiastic and inspiring others
to call it the intellectual capital of
the country.

It was not without reason that
the city remained as the citadel of
the British imperial power in the
Indian subcontinent for well over
a century and a half. Even after
1912, when the capital was shifted
to Delhi, Calcutta continued to
enjoy a special preferential status
from the British Indian govern-
ment. The development of Calcut-
ta during the British Raj has to be
viewed in terms of its strategic role
in the imperial management of

both politics and

Calcutta had been
the main centre of
Britain's flourishing
trade with China
and its trade with
Japan, Singapore
and Hong Kong
with the entire east-
ern region serving
as the supply line
through excellent
manufacturing, mi-
ning and agricultur-
al activities. Mean-
while, much water
has flowed down
the Bhagirathi and
the city has chang-
ed. Lord Macaulay,
who had initiated the Indians into
Western culture and education,
speaks of the same wilderness that
Mrs Kinders Leigh disparaged as
the “city of palaces.” In 1803, Lord
Valencia wrote: “Chowringhee, an
entire village of palaces runs a
considerable length at right angl-
es with it, and altogether forms
the finest view I ever beheld in
any country.”

When Daniel Moynihan, for-
mer US Ambassador to India,
described Calcutta as a necropolis,
he was criticized. And late Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's reference
to Calcutta as a “dying city” was
thought to be uncharitable. How-
ever, of late Kolkata appears static
in a setting where progress is
increasingly becoming an obses-
sion. Every decision about the city
tends to become a sentimental
journey into the past.

However, the crowds hardly
suggest that it is a dying city. In
spite of its feeble economic struc-
ture, Kolkata has been trudging
along the path of survival with
stoic persistence. Now the city
brims with the mystic festive spirit.
And soon all will be back home
celebrating Christmas and wel-
coming the new year with joy, fer-
vour and enthusiasm. Whether we
call it Kolkata or Calcutta, the city
haunts everybody's mind. It
remains a collage of multi-hued,
multi-textured events, an abode of
eminent intellectuals, keeping the
Bengali spirit vibrant and ever

The writer, a former
Associate Professor,
Department of English,
Gurudas College, Kolkata, is
presently associated with
Rabindra Bharati University

economics. To play
this role the sus-
tained develop-
ment and creation
of supportive infra-
structure facilities
was a basic prereq-
uisite, and Calcutta
rose to the occa-
sion. At the same
time, the 19th cen-
tury Calcutta, faced
with the domina-
tion of the West,
was looking for a
definition of self-
identification. The
aim of thinkers like
Bankimchandra,
Bhudev Mukherjee, Vivekananda
and Rabindranath was to rescue
their countrymen from a state of
mind where they were longing to
hear if they were superior, in any
way, to the most civilized nations.
Bankimchandra identified the cru-
cial difference between European
and Indian attitudes to knowledge
and action.

While the European believed
that Nature could be conquered
and lead to a better life on earth,
the Indian view was that Nature
was unconquerable, and was the
source of all misery. Vivekananda
strongly believed in the superiority
of the Indians to the Europeans in
their spiritualism.

Tagore’s vision of Indian his-
tory led to a rich fulfillment in
spite of conflicts, sufferings and
even invasion. And, we must not
disown Rammohan’s letter, date-
lined Calcutta, to Lord Amherst,
urging him to brush aside the
decision on “a new Sanskrit
school in Calcutta” and instead
allocate all the money to “instruct
the natives of India in mathemat-
ics, natural philosophy, chem-
istry, anatomy and other useful
sciences.”

We must be all proud of the
Bengali Renaissance, or for that
matter, the “Politics of Young Ben-
gal”, as Pearychand Mitra called it
in 1877, started by Henry Derozio,
whom Susobhan Sarkar calls the
“Calcutta Eurasian of Portuguese
Indian ancestry”. A whole corpus
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Farmers’ woes

SIR, The Centre’s assurance to
Punjab farmers on Sunday that
“every single grain” of paddy will be
procured could not have come at a
more critical time. Tensions have
been simmering in the state, with
mandis overflowing with paddy and
farmers facing delays in govern-
ment procurement at the promised
Minimum Support Price (MSP).
Union Food Minister Pralhad
Joshi’s statement on adequate stor-
age capacity and a commitment to
timely action signals an effort to
quell fears, but the broader issue
remains: a chronic mistrust bet-
ween the Centre and Punjab’s agri-
cultural communities.

The farmers’ scepticism is

of literature grew around Sri Chai-
tanya Deb’s Vaishnavism, drawing
Bengalis and Oriyas, Manipuris
and others close together. Non-
Bengalis also started learning the
language just to go through Rama-
krishna’s Kathamrita, and
Bankimchandra, Saratchandra
and Rabindranath in original.

The English writings of Vive-
kananda and Aurobindo served to
bridge European and Bengali cul-
ture. Religious thoughts and prac-
tices also emanated in the city and
had a profound resonance across
the globe. Other than great spiritu-
al thinkers like Rammohan Roy,
Keshav Chandra Sen, Ramakrish-
na, Vivekananda and Aurobindo,
the lesser known who came to the
city include Angarika Dharmapala
and Nichidatsu Fujii. The profou-
nd spiritual legacy has been an in-
tegral element of Kolkata’s culture.

Kolkata is a miniature of the
whole world. Every race is repre-
sented and every culture can be
traced here. A walk through its
streets is an experience. The city
teaches lessons of constant shar-
ing with those poorer than oneself,
tolerance towards all beliefs and
castes, respect for strangers, true
charity for beggars, the deformed,
and the lepers.

This is the city where Mother
Teresa had visualized God among
the millions. Kolkata today is a
living, thinking, struggling, ideal-
istic city. Its people are still con-
cerned with something other
than making money, spending
money and hoarding money. It
remains one of the most aware,
sensitive, intelligent and intellec-
tual cities of the world.

Even though the time when
Gokhale said, “What Bengal thinks
today, India thinks tomorrow” is
long gone, there is reason to find
the much-vaunted Bengali arro-
gance at a low key. Even though
we are twice in receipt of the
Nobel Prize in Economics, the city
has reason to weep for having
slipped into obsolescence. We see
only the tip of hope in the quag-
mire that threatens to devour the
city’s vitality. The hiatus between
the idea and its translation into
reality still appears to be unbridge-
able. Its laid-back culture is now
eating into the youngest rung of its
populace. School goers are now
planning their careers away from
the city.

Kolkata needs to shrug off its
persecution complex and take
charge of its destiny. The glorious
intellectual isolation must end.
Instead of basking in past glory,
the city ought to author an inspir-
ing future which appeals to com-
mon logic. Perhaps the hope lies
in Kolkata’s growing cosmopoli-
tanism, and, of course, the recent-
ly earned glory.
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Federalism
insights from
local leaders

uring recent provincial pro-

grammes organised by the

Federalism and Localisation

Centre, I engaged in discus-
sions with key local government officials,
including Nagesh Koirala, Mayor of Birat-
nagar Metropolitan City; Dhana Raj
Acharya, Mayor of Pokhara Metropolitan
City; Manoj Kumar Sah and Meena
Kumari Lama Mayors of Janakpur and
Hetauda Sub-Metropolitan Cities; and
Mohan Maya Dhakal, Mayor of Biren-
dranagar Municipality. They provided
valuable insights into the state of local
governance under federalism. This article
captures their perspectives, highlighting
the successes and obstacles encountered
as local governments adapt to Nepal’s
evolving federal structure.

Pokhara’s mayor Acharya expressed
frustration with the perception of local
government as mere administrative
extensions rather than fully empowered
entities. He lamented that local govern-
ments have authority over basic services
like education and healthcare, yet they
face constant resistance from employees
unwilling to recognise their jurisdiction.
Additionally, the persistence of District
Coordination Committees and federal
control over resources, such as drinking
water and local infrastructure, continues
to blur authority and accountability.

For Pokhara, a tourism capital, he
envisioned support from both federal and
provincial levels to realise its full poten-
tial. He also noted that without proper
intergovernmental coordination, such

.
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ambitions remain challenging. In a simi-
lar vein, Chairperson Krishna Bahadur
Thapaliya of Benighat Rorang Rural
Municipality, Dhading, voiced concerns
over federalism’s sustainability.

Reflecting on the sacrifices of the
past, Thapaliya remarked, “We fought for
this structure, but educated elites seem to
distort it through convoluted interpreta-
tions.” He urged leaders to stay grounded
in federalism’s original principles to pre-
vent misinterpretations that could weak-
en the system. Echoing this sentiment,
Dan Bahadur Gurung from the Ichch-
hakamana Rural Municipality of Chitwan
underscored the interconnectedness of
all three levels of government, stating,
“Without empowering local governments,
neither the provincial nor federal levels
can thrive.”

Dambar Bahadur BK, Chairperson
of Khajura Rural Municipality in Banke,
underscored the need for stable execu-
tive provincial governments and called
for provincial control over administrative
matters like staffing, which currently suf-
fers due to unestablished provincial laws.
For many local leaders, decentralisation
and fiscal empowerment are central to
the federalism debate. Dilip Kumar Rai,
Mayor of Pathari Shanishchare Munici-
pality in Morang, raised concerns about
the lack of resources and autonomy
despite constitutionally granted powers.
He highlighted that as per the constitu-
tion, land registration should be handled
locally, but this authority remains cen-
tralised.

Furthermore, healthcare expansion
has been hindered by budgetary con-
straints and workforce shortages. “In my
municipality with 72,000 residents, we are
restricted to a 15-bed hospital, whereas
smaller local levels in other regions enjoy
greater healthcare facilities,” Rai noted.
He stressed that budgeting should reflect
population and need, not rigid allocations
set without local input. For Nagesh
Koirala, Mayor of Biratnagar, the question
of provincial relevance is as critical as
environmental conservation in Nepal’s
Chure region. In response to questions
about the viability of federalism, Koirala
argued that provinces are integral to gov-
ernance, likening them to essential eco-
logical systems.

(< INMEMORIAM

MANDAL PROF. HEMENDRA KUMAR
(2nd July) and MANDAL DR. ARCHANA
(2nd November). — Affectionately remem-
bered on their birthdays. — Ranita (daugh-
ter) and Rajan (son). (033) 2571-1107.

understandable. For over a month,
they have borne the brunt of politi-
cal brinkmanship between the BJP-
led Centre and the AAP governm-
ent in Punjab. Due to the procure-
ment lag, and with the rabi crop
sowing season looming, many
farmers had no choice but to sell
paddy below the MSP, deepening
their financial woes. It is high time
that the government’s pledges go
beyond promises to effective, trans-
parent action that can build gen-
uine trust. The farmers deserve bet-
ter than becoming collateral in an
ongoing power play that repeatedly
sees their interests sidelined.
Yours, etc., Khokan Das,
Kolkata, 29 October.

CONTEMPT FOR NATURE

SIR, With reference to “Extra effort needed for Yamuna” (October 26), in India, where rivers are worshipped,
its literate elite has done little to translate this reverence into championing simple plans and committed
actions to restore purity to the rivers and water bodies that we so brutally abuse The Yamuna, 1,378-km
from Yamunotri, accumulates 80 per cent of its pollution load in a short stretch of 22 Km through the
capital Delhi. The five rivers around Dhaka are all biologically dead and the water is hardly better than
sludge. The Buriganga alone is said to receive some 40,000 metric tonnes of harmful tannery discharges
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every day. According to a World Bank
study, 81 per cent of all sewage in the
Philippines goes untreated, and experts
say about 90 per cent of all wastewater
across Asia is disposed of raw. Together,
Asia’s dead or dying rivers are a huge
environmental disaster.

Man's contempt for nature's
supreme blessing flowing in our rivers is
matched only by his utter disregard for
the Earth's eco-systems.

Yours, etc., R.Narayanan,
Navi Mumbai, 26 October.
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he only Muslim face in the

Yogi Adityanath ministry in

Uttar Pradesh, Danish Azad

Ansari is counted among the
few BJP leaders working to woo the
minorities. Ansari (36) holds the rank
of Minister of State and handles the
portfolio of the Minority Welfare and
Haj department. Representing the
Pasmanda Samaj or backward sec-
tions in the Muslim community, the
BJP leader was associated with the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
during his student days.

He became the minister in the
Yogi 2.0 government after replacing
another high-profile Muslim face,
Mohsin Raza. A native of Ballia dis-
trict, Ansari has consistently worked
for the minority sections, especially
the youth, which earned him a berth
in Adityanath's cabinet.

In an exclusive interaction with
The Statesman's Manoj Bhadra, he
talked about the various minority wel-
fare schemes offered by his govern-
ment.

Q: There has been a special focus on
minority upliftment in Yogi 2.0 cab-
inet. Can you elaborate upon the
schemes offered by the Uttar
Pradesh government?

A: The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has several welfare schemes for
the Muslim community, including
scholarships, education programmes,
and infrastructure development.
Among these is the Poorvadasam
Scholarship Scheme, which provides
scholarships to students in grades 9-
10 from minority communities. Stu-
dents whose parents' annual income
is up to Rs 2,00,000 are eligible.

The government also aims to
modernize madrasas and 'muktabs'
by including maths, science, English,
and Hindi in the syllabus. It has been
decided to dedicate a fund of about
Rs 50 crore to develop health and edu-
cation infrastructure in districts with
large Muslim population. This
includes building a medical facility in
Suar, Rampur, and 100-bed girls hos-
tels in Bulandshahr and Saharanpur.

Q: Has there been a change in the
standard of living of Muslims, par-
ticularly the poor, since 2017 when
the BJP came to power in Uttar
Pradesh?

A: If you go to the ground level,
you will see positive changes in Mus-

rspective

lim-dominated areas of the state. The
double-engine government has built
several schools and colleges in the last
seven years in the Muslim belt of the
state.

Q: Reports say the state minority
welfare department is launching a
grand programme for Muslim girls
and women, particularly the triple
talaq victims.

A: Yes, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath will launch the pro-
gramme to aid Muslim women and
triple talaq victims with career coun-
seling and job opportunities. Named
the Upliftment Programme for Minor-
ity Girls (UPMG), the state govern-
ment will not just provide career
counseling but also provide them
employment opportunities to connect
them with the mainstream and ulti-
mately make them financially inde-
pendent.

Under this scheme, seminars will
be organised in all 75 districts on
November 20. During these seminars,
stalls of banks, start-ups and MSMEs
will be set up to help the women. We
have targeted to attract at least 1,000
women in each district.

Q: Madrasas across the country have

been shrouded in controversy with
calls for banning them doing the
rounds. What should be done to
make them on par with other gov-
ernment schools?

A: T have already met chief min-
ister Yogi Adityanath a couple of times
to request him for the implementa-
tion of schemes related to moderni-
sation of madrasas and educational,
economic, physical and mental devel-
opment of students of minority com-
munities.

Under the leadership of CM Yogi,
there is comprehensive improvement
in education in the state, which is
extremely commendable and inspir-
ing. The Madrasa Modernisation
Scheme was very important for bring-
ing students of minority communities
into the mainstream and for their
overall development. Under this
scheme, the honorarium of teachers
teaching modern subjects has been
borne by the central government and
the state government. But at present
some difficulties are being faced in the
implementation of this scheme,
which are being resolved.

Recently, on the 74th birthday of

Prime Minister Naendra Modi, stu-
dents from around 100 madrasas par-
ticipated in a programme to wish our
PM.

Besides, a three-day state-level
sports competition with the objective
of encouraging the physical and men-
tal development of students in the
madrasas of UP will be organised
soon.

Q: Now talking about some contro-
versial issues. There is a general feel-
ing that minorities are not happy in
the BJP regime. What do you say
about this?

A: Muslims are not only safe here
but they are also happy. Our govern-
ment has worked with full sincerity to
integrate the minority Muslim com-
munity with continuous develop-
ment.

Every issue of Muslim society, i.e.,
education, development, employ-
ment and promotion of industry, was
addressed. This has created a feeling
of development in Muslim society.
Sania Mirza of Mirzapur, UP, born
into an ordinary Muslim family,
whose father was a TV mechanic, got
the benefit of government schemes
and was encouraged by society. Today
she has become India's first Muslim
fighter pilot. Nikhat Zareen has won
the gold medal in the World Boxing
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Championship. Work is done in the
government to connect everyone,
irrespective of their caste, with devel-
opment.

Q: There is a conception that even
after several efforts, minorities are
not inclined towards the BJP and
they are adverse to joining the party?

A: Ttis wrong to think that Mus-
lims are anti-BJP. Now Muslim youths
are attracted towards the party and
they are joining in big numbers.

Giving an example, the ongoing
membership drive of the BJP in UP
has attracted more than 6.80 lakh
Muslims alone, while the target was
just 2.5 lakhs. It means that three
times more Muslims have joined the
BJP. It is clear that now the Muslims
want to connect with the BJP.

Q: You must be campaigning for the

November 13 bypolls. What is your
prediction for the BJP in these
bypolls?

A: Though the party did not per-
form as per the expectation in the Lok
Sabha polls, these by-elections to nine
seats will be different.

We will sweep these polls and win
all nine seats with a good margin. The
opposition parties are nowhere near
the BJP and the 2027 assembly polls
in the state too will project the BJP as

stronger than ever.

Q: Now the last question and this is
about the proposed new Waqf Board
(Amendment) Bill, which is being
discussed by a Parliament commit-
tee. There is confusion among the
Muslims about the advantages and
disadvantages of this new bill. What
do you think about it?

A: This Waqf Board Amendment
Bill is the need of the time, country
and for the betterment of the poor
Muslims. This bill is in national inter-
est and Muslims also benefit from it.
PM Narendra Modi is taking decisions
for the people standing at the lowest
rung of the country.

Wagqf properties are for backward
Muslims, but in the last 70 years,
political parties and some Muslim
leaders have done a lot wrong with
Wagf.

This bill has been brought to end
the suffering of the poor people, so
that along with their progress, the
country also progresses. I appeal to
the Muslims of the country not to look
at it in a negative light. Hospitals and
colleges should have been built on
these lands, which were not built, but
now it seems that everything is going
to be fine. Earlier, the powers of the
Wagqf Board had been grossly mis-
used.

Taiwan can ofler a lot to Interpol

BAUSHUAN GER

In a world increasingly inter-
linked by shared challenges and com-
mon aspirations, cooperation across
borders has never been more essen-
tial. The threat of transnational crime
- a shadow that transcends nations
and jurisdictions - calls for swift, uni-
fied, and inclusive action. Taiwan, as
an advanced society with high-calibre
law enforcement and a steadfast com-
mitment to global justice, stands as a
valuable partner in the global fight
against crime. However, Taiwan’s
exclusion from the International
Criminal Police Organization (Inter-
pol) hinders its ability to effectively
participate in combating these grow-
ing threats. Taiwan’s participation is
essential not only for the country’s
security but also for the safety and
prosperity of the global community,
including India, as our nations collec-
tively strive to build a more secure
international environment.

The fight against transnational
crime hinges on the timely sharing of
information. Taiwan’s law enforce-
ment agencies, well-equipped and
experienced, collaborate closely with
international partners to combat var-
ious cross-border crimes, including
human trafficking, cybercrime, and
organized crime. However, due to its
exclusion from Interpol, Taiwan cur-
rently lacks direct access to vital intel-
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ligence-sharing systems. This delay in
receiving critical information severely
restricts Taiwan’s crime-fighting
capabilities, inadvertently creating
loopholes that transnational criminals
can exploit. By incorporating Taiwan
into Interpol’s framework, we can bol-
ster global law enforcement, reduce
latency in intelligence sharing, and
protect people worldwide from crime.
Article 2 of the Interpol Constitu-
tion underscores the importance of
mutual assistance among law
enforcement authorities across bor-
ders, a value Taiwan deeply embod-
ies. As modern crime becomes more
complex and global in scope, it is crit-
ical that law enforcement agencies
worldwide strengthen their collabo-
rative efforts. Interpol President
Ahmed Naser Al-Raisi aptly empha-
sized that only by “openly sharing
intelligence, strategies, and resources”
can nations confront transnational
crime, human trafficking, and terror-
ism with maximum effectiveness.
This year’s Interpol theme of
“police integrity, accountability, and
oversight” resonates with Taiwan’s
own law enforcement principles. Tai-
wan’s experience in upholding justice
and fostering public trust aligns with
Interpol’s ideals and goals. Taiwan’s
inclusion in Interpol would further
promote these values, ensuring that
international cooperation against

-
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crime is both robust and transparent.
The shared commitment to these
ideals also reflects Taiwan and India’s
enduring dedication to global peace
and security, affirming our role in
building a safer world together.
Globally recognized for its safety
and security, Taiwan has consistently
ranked among the world’s safest
countries. According to the Numbeo
safety index, Taiwan ranks fourth in
global safety, following only Andorra,
the UAE, and Qatar. Foreign profes-
sionals working in Taiwan have fre-
quently lauded its safety as a major
advantage. In 2023, Taiwan was
ranked among the top livable coun-
tries by InterNations, where it placed
second in quality of life and eighth in
safety. Taiwan’s track record in main-
taining public order and security not
only benefits its own citizens but also
contributes to the international com-
munity’s fight against crime.
Taiwan’s success in safeguarding
public security makes it an indispen-

sable partner in the global security
network. Criminal syndicates world-
wide have illegally exploited Tai-
wanese passports, posing a significant
risk to international security. Howev-
er, Taiwan’s exclusion from Interpol
obstructs its capacity to swiftly share
or receive intelligence on these cases.
Integrating Taiwan into Interpol’s sys-
tem would bridge this gap, enhancing
the security of international travel and
mitigating risks posed by transnation-
al crime syndicates.

In 2017, a high-profile case
involving Australian national Lisa
Lines, who fled to Taiwan after
allegedly committing a violent crime,
highlighted Taiwan’s willingness and
ability to cooperate with international
law enforcement. Taiwan quickly
assisted in Lines’s arrest and extradi-
tion, exemplifying Taiwan’s commit-
ment to global justice despite its non-
participation in Interpol. Additionally,
in 2024, Interpol’s Stop Internet Piracy
(I-SOP) initiative recognized Taiwan’s
proactive role in countering digital
piracy, inviting Taiwan to share
insights gained from investigations
into illegal set-top box broadcasting.

These cases demonstrate Tai-
wan’s commitment to collaborative
crime-fighting efforts and underscore
how Taiwan’s participation in Inter-
pol could benefit other nations facing
similar challenges. For India, a coun-

try with its own robust law enforce-
ment structure and commitment to
international collaboration, Taiwan'’s
inclusion would enhance shared abil-
ity to respond to evolving criminal
threats in real time.

Taiwan’s absence from Interpol
is a gap in the global security fabric.
The Australian Strategic Policy Insti-
tute has voiced strong support for Tai-
wan’s inclusion, recognizing Taiwan’s
pivotal role in addressing internation-
al criminal threats. Granting Taiwan
observer status at Interpol would
facilitate a more comprehensive and
effective international security net-
work. We urge all nations to support
Taiwan’s participation as an observer
at Interpol’s annual assembly, an
effort that would allow Taiwan to
share its insights through training ses-
sions, and foster meaningful cooper-
ation with the membership.

As Taiwan’s representative in
India, I am honoured to witness the
steadfast friendship and various col-
laborations between our two nations.
India’s security priorities resonate
deeply with Taiwan’s own aspirations
for a safer, more connected world. By
supporting Taiwan’s inclusion in
Interpol, India can play a leading role
in promoting international justice and
securing a safer future for us all.

(The writer is Taiwan's Representative to India.)
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9 Graduate attired in
leather brewed drink

(5)

(6,3) pioneering German through wrong about paintings (8)

10/17 Band destroying band (3,8) entrance (9) being traded 20 Times cryptic hotline
great many 19 Queen once given kiss away? offers ‘rock within
commercial vehicles? as appropriate DOWN (8) rock’

(5,3,5) (5) 6 Onset unnoticed in (8)

11 North American 21 Sharp cross from 1 Green 10 husband non-specific health 21 Flower attached to
company importing Metatron say in holy shoved into cask by problem tail of giant guinea
hot snack (5) books returned (7) composer (4) pig (6)

12 Under pressure to 22 Poet hired assassin to (8) 7 See 18 Across 22 City wasn't prepared
answer, perhaps follow wife 2 Fabulous bird with 8 Claimant legally for revolution
immediately? (7) little German getting keeping sleeveless (6)

(2,3,4) 24 Plunder so arranged round shopkeeper cloak 23 Grub shown in

13 Connected to ground shows radiance (6) (6) periodical taken
seen within near the (9) 3 Dashing local hero 15 Up with mountain (6)
dyke (7) 26 Backed Irish setter docked in vacated soldier on an ascent 25 Line suggesting Stead

14 Check on heartbeat producing big blue Levantine port in lift might become
(7) shiner (5) (2,8) (10) depressed? (4)

16 Offered labourer’'s
first hammer

18/7 Watch display by

27 Hillage finally opening 4
show
(5)

28 Rolled second piano 5

where
(6)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

Gloucestershire town

Show embarrassment

17 See 10 Across

18 Watchers finding
nothing acceptable
among hooligans

Tudors settled
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

M. LITVINOFF appears to be count-
ing his chickens long before they are
hatched. His article on the proposed
Anglo-Russian loan would seem to be
based on a misapprehension of the
qualities even of British Labour finan-
ciers. He assures his comrades exultantly
that England under the Treaty will sat-
isfy her demands with money from her
own pockets, and that Russia will pay
nothing. The Soviet “only wanted cash;”
they “will only accept cash;” therefore
they “insisted upon a loan,” which
according to M. Litvinoff’s ingenuous
idea, would be equivalent to a free gift.
It is only a day or two ago, however,
since Mr. Philip Snowden declared that,
if he should still be Chancellor of the
Exchequer when the question arises
there will be no loan to Russia or to any
other foreign State except upon substan-
tial security making default practically
impossible. That Mr. Snowden’s author-
ity on this question will be decisive in
Labour party councils can hardly be
doubted. Whomsoever M. Litvinoff may
mean by “the real fools,” therefore, they
are as far away from the British Excheq-
uer as from Russia. His article indicates
the existence of some amount of suspi-
cion or opposition in Russia against the
treaty, this feeling being strong enough
to make it expedient to explain that Rus-
sia will get something for nothing.

U, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Y

ANOTHER
COMPLAINT

TO THE EDITOR OF THE “STATESMAN"

SIR,—Why are so many loafers and
beggars allowed to take up their abode
in the New Market? The following inci-
dent is objectionable to write about but
actually happened this morning, and a
lady and myself accidentally witnessed
the filthy display. A beggar seated on
some steps was rocking himself to and
fro, to the laughter of some men and
chokras who were watching him, gestic-
ulating vulgarly while he ignored the
sanitary arrangements provided in the
market. It was a most nauseating scene,
and to think we have to purchase goods
from a place so used is too disgraceful.

The smells round some portions
of the New Market are horrible and
dangerous to the public welfare.
Ladies should discontinue dealings
within the New Market till the author-
ities remedy matters.

TWO HOUSEWIVES
Calcutta, Oct. 21

MOSQUITOES ON
FERRY STEAMERS

TO THE EDITOR OF THE “STATESMAN"

SIR,—Mosquitoes are now gener-
ally known to be carriers of many seri-
ous maladies like malaria, filariasis,
etc.; and everywhere the sanitary
authori-ties and the public are trying
their best to get rid of the pests. But it
is strange that most of the steamers of
the Port Commissioners’ ferry service
plying between Burra Bazar and Shib-
utola are full of mosquitoes and their
breeding places. Many people now fre-
quent these steamers to “enjoy the
breeze" for the sake of their health. But
they are probably not aware that they
run the risk of contracting malaria, as
the mosquitoes harboured by these
steamers mostly come from malarious
places (like Shibutola, etc.), where the
boats are moored at night, and are sure
carriers of malaria poison. Will the
authorities kindly inquire into the mat-
ter and see that that this source of nui-
sance and danger to public health is
removed at an early date?

MEDICAL OPINION.
Calcutta, Oct. 23.

POT-HUNTING

TO THE EDITOR OF THE “STATESMAN"

SIR,—Obviously by an oversight,
your correspondent WANDERER
appended his pot-hunting remarks to
his Calcutta Swimming Club gala notes.
All the members who took part in the
show on the 17th will greatly appreciate
what he had to say about their efforts,
but it appears to me that many readers
may associate our members with the
pot-hunters to whom he referred, Not
a single scratch race has been held by
the Calcutta Swimming Club during the
four years of my membership. Even the
Viceroy’s Challenge medal, the only tro-
phy competed for annually by the
members, is usually awarded to a
swimmer favoured with a big handicap.
Our scratch swimmer has competed in
every handicap held this season, and
he secured first place once only—by
reason of his skilful turning. Judging by
the handicapping on the 17th instant,
he will never win another race unless
he breaks world’s records. In short,
"“pot-hunters” do not exist in our Club,
whilst the only “pot” of which we boast
is competed for by Calcutta business
houses, and not by the members of the
Club.

A KEEN MEMBER
Calcutta, Oct. 25.
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ocket firefromLebanon
Killsseveninlisrael

Innhorthern Gaza, Israeliforcesstruck one of thelast functioning hospitals

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TELAVIV,01 NOVEMBER

ocket barrages from
Lebanon into north-
ern Israel killed four
foreign workers and
three Israelis on Thursday,
Israeli medics said, the dead-
liest cross-border strikesin
Israel since it invaded
Lebanon. Israel kept up
airstrikes it says targeted
Hezbollah militants across
Lebanon, where health
authorities on Thursday
reported 24 people killed.
U.S. diplomats were in
the region pushing for cease-
fires in both Lebanon and
Gaza, hoping towind down
the wars in the Middle East
as the Biden administration
entersits final months. Pres-
sure has been building ahead
of the U.S. election next

week.

In northern Gaza, Israeli
forces struck one of the last
functioning hospitals,
destroying much-needed
supplies that the World
Heath Organization had
delivered to the facility, the
U.N. agency said. The strikes
set off a fire that affected
the dialysis unit, destroyed
water tanks, damaged the
surgery building and injured
four medics trying to extin-
guish the blaze, said the
hospital’s director, Dr. Hus-
sam Abu Safiya.

The Israeli military did
not respond to a request
for comment about a strike
on the hospital, which it
stormed last week after alleg-
ingitwas harboring Hamas
militants. Gaza’s Health
Ministry on Thursday con-
demned Israeli attacks on

the hospital and called on
the international community
to safeguard medical facilities
in Gaza.

Projectiles from Lebanon
crashed into an agricultural
areain Metula, Israel’s north-
ernmost town, killing four
Thai workers and an Israeli
farmer, officials said.

Pakistan: Five childrenamongseven
killedindeadly Balochistan blast

AGENCIES
MASTUNG, 1 NOVEMBER

Atleastfive children, a passerby
and a police official were killed
in a deadly blast targetted at
apolice vehiclein Balochisan’s
Mastung city, on Friday. The
casualties are expected torise
further with more than 30
people critically injured in
the explosion.

As per initial reports, an
IED (improvised explosive
device) attached to a motor-
cycle was detonated near a
policemobileasitneared the
Girls High School at the Civil
Hospital Chowk, killing at
least five school children, one
police personnel and a passerby

My -

on the spot.

The injured were rushed
to two hospitals, Nawab Ghous
Bakhsh Raisani Memorial
Hospital and Mastung District
Headquarters Hospital. Later,
three critically-injured persons
were shifted to Quetta’s Trauma
Centre.

According to DHQ (District
Headquarters) Medical Super-
intendent Nisar Ahmed Baloch,
the injured majorly include

children.

All five children who lost
theirlivesin the tragicincident
were aged between 10-13
years.

Theblast, which occurred
ataplace which was crowded
with schoolchildren, vehicles
and shops, completely
destroyed the police vehicle.

"Terrorists have now tar-
getted innocent children along
with labourers," said Balochis-
tan Chief Minister Sarfaraz
Bugti while condemning the
blast. He expressed grief over
theloss oflives and extended
condolences to the relatives
and family members ofkilled
policemen and schoolchild-
ren.

Hours later, the Israeli
military reported another
volley of some 25 rockets
from Lebanon, striking an
olive grove in a suburb of
the northern Israeli port city
of Haifa. That strike killed a
30-year-old man and 60-
year-old woman while
wounding two others, said

Magen David Adom, Israel’s
main emergency medical
organization.

Both Hezbollah and
Hamas are backed by Iran,
Israel’s regional adversary.
Hezbollah did not imme-
diately claim responsibility
for Thursday’s rocket fire.
Israel’s military said 90 pro-
jectiles were fired from
Lebanon on Thursday.

Hezbollah has been firing
thousands of rockets, drones
and missiles into Israel —
and drawing fierce Israeli
retaliatory strikes — since
Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, attack
out of the Gaza Strip triggered
Israel’s devastating war in
the Palestinian enclave.

The residents of Metula
evacuated in October 2023,
and only security officials
and agricultural workers
remain.

8,000 North Korean troops deployed
in Russia’s Kursk region: Blinken

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 1 NOVEMBER

Asmany as 8,000 North Kore-
an troops have been deployed
to Russia's western front-
line Kursk region and are
expected to enter into combat
"in the coming days", US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken has said, warning
that they would become
"legitimate" military targets.

Blinken made the remarks
on Thursday during a press
conference after he, Defence
Secretary Lloyd Austin, South
Korean Foreign Minister Cho
Tae-yul and Defence Minister
Kim Yong-hyun held their
"two-plus-two" meeting at
the State Department in
Washington, Yonhap news
agency reported.

The meeting underscored
the two countries' close secu-
rity coordination just a day
after North Korea fired what
appeared to be a new solid-
fuel intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM), ratcheting
up tensions just days ahead

ofthe US presidential election
set for Tuesday.

"We now assess that there
are some 10,000 North Korean
soldiers in total in Russia,
and the most recent infor-
mation indicates that as many
as 8,000 of those North Korean
forces have been deployed
to the Kursk Region," Blinken
said.

"We've notyet seen these
troops deploy into combat
against Ukrainian forces, but
we would expect that to hap-
pen in the coming days," he
added.

The secretary pointed out
thatRussiahasbeen training
North Korean troops in
artillery, unmanned aerial
vehicles and basic infantry

operations, including trench
clearing, indicating that
Moscow "fully" intends to
use the soldiersin front-line
operations.

"Should these troops
engage in combat or combat
support operations against
Ukraine, they would become
legitimate military targets,"
he said.

Austin also warned against
North Korean troops' potential
entry into combat.

"We are consulting closely
with our allies and partners
in other countries in the
region on these reckless devel-
opments and on our
response,” he said without
elaboration.

During the press confer-
ence, Kim noted that North
Korea has so far sent some
1,000 missiles and "millions
of artillery rounds -- a figure
closeto 10 million" -- to Rus-
sia.

Blinken highlighted that
areason why Russia is turning
to North Korean troops is
that it is "desperate".

Voting closesincontest tolead UK Conservative
Party asitseekstorebound from defeat

AGENCIES

LONDON 1 NOVEMBER

Voting closed Thursdayin the
months-long contest to lead
Britain’s Conservative Party
after its crushing election
defeat, with the result due to
be announced on Saturday.

Tens ofthousands of mem-
bers of the right-of-center
party were eligible to vote in
therunoff between lawmakers
Kemi Badenoch and Robert
Jenrick.

In a race that has lasted
more than three months, Con-
servative lawmakersreduced
the field from six candidates
in a series of votes before

putting the final two to the
wider party membership.

Both candidates say they
think the contest is close, but
noreliable pollingis available.
The party does not regularly
disclose how many members
it has, though the figure was
about 172,000 in 2022, dis-
proportionately affluent, older
white men.

The party is choosing a
leader toreplace former Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak, who in
July led the Conservatives to
their worst election result
since 1832. The Conservatives
lostmore than 200 seats, taking
their tally down to 121.

Thewinner’s daunting task

US Election: Harrissays Trump shouldn’t be telling women what to do with their bodies

AGENCIES
NEVADA, 1 NOVEMBER

Democratic presidential can-
didate and US Vice President
Kamala Harris took aim at
Republican candidate Donald
Trump's positions on abor-
tion and women's rights
during a rally in Nevada.

Harris emphasised the
Democratic Party's commit-
ment to protecting personal
freedoms, particularly a
woman's right to make deci-
sions about her own body
without the government's
interference.

"Oursis fighting for future
and fight for freedom, like
the fundamental freedom
of women to make decisions
abouther own bodyand not

have her government tell
herwhatto do," Harris stat-
ed.

She accused Trump of
playing a direct role in the
Supreme Court's decision
to overturn Roe vs Wade by
appointing justices specifi-
cally aimed at eliminating
abortion protections.

"We all remember how
we got here. When Donald
Trump was President, he
hand-picked three members
of the US Supreme Court
with the intention that they
would do away with the pro-
tection of Roe vs Wade; they
did as he intended. Now in
America, one in three women
livesin a state with a Trump
Abortion Ban -- many with
no exception for rape and

incest, which is immoral,"
she said.

Harris also referenced
Trump's past remarks where
he suggested that he would
"do what he wants whether
women like it or not," arguing
this demonstrates his lack
of respect forwomen's auton-
omy.

"This is the same person
who said that women should
be punished for their choices.

The courts will handle this,
and we will handle Novem-
ber. We know that the man
simply does not respect the
freedom or the intelligence
of women to be able to make
decisions about our own
lives," Harris continued.
She warned that Trump's
potential re-election could
bring severe restrictions on
reproductive rights, threat-
ening access to birth control
and IVF treatments and
increasing surveillance of
women's pregnancies.
Harris cited 'Project 2025,
aRepublican plan she claims
could entail nationwide
restrictions. "If you don't
believe me, just Google 'Pro-
ject2025' -- I still can'tbelieve
they put it in writing," she

noted.

"The government should-
n't be telling her what to
do; not the governmentand
not Donald Trump," she
added.

Urging voters to support
Democrats, Harris said, "To
make your right heard and
to protect your right to take
care of your own healthcare
decisions, I would also rec-
ommend you vote on Yes
on question six and make
sure you vote up and down
on ballot to truly protect
your rights."

She assured supporters,
"When Congress passes a
bill restoring reproductive
freedom nationwide, as the
US President, I will proudly
sign it into law."

will be to try to restore the
party’s reputation after years
of division, scandal and eco-
nomic tumult, hammer Labour
Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s
policies on keyissuesincluding
the economyand immigration,
and return the Conservatives
to power at the next election,
due by 2029.

Badenoch, 44, was born
in London to Nigerian parents
and would be the first Black
woman tolead amajor British
political party. A former soft-
ware engineer, she depicts
herselfas adisruptor, arguing
for a low-tax, free-market
economy and pledging to
“rewire, reboot and reprogram”
the British state. A critic of
multiculturalism and self-pro-
claimed enemy of wokeness,
Badenoch recently said that
“not all cultures are equally
valid.”

Jenrick, 42, is a former
moderate who opposed Brexit
in Britain’s 2016 referendum
on European Union mem-

bership buthasbecome more
sharplynationalist. He wants
to take Britain out of the Euro-
pean Convention on Human
Rights, scrap the U.K.'s own
Human Rights Act, end mass
migration, abolish carbon-
emissions targets and “stand
for our nation and our culture,
our identity and our way of
life.”

Jenrickand Badenochboth
come from the right of the
party and say they can win
votersback from Reform U.K,,
the hard-right, anti-immigrant
partyled by populist politician
Nigel Farage that has eaten
away at Conservative sup-
port.

Trump and Vance make anti-transgender attacks
central to their campaign’s closing argument

AGENCIES
ATLANTA, 1 NOVEMBER

Donald Trump has made his
opposition to transgender
rights central to his closing
argument before Election Day,
using demeaning language
and misrepresentations to
paint an exceedingly narrow
slice of the U.S. population
as a threat to national identi-

The former president and
Republican nominee’s cam-
paign and aligned political
action committees have spent
tens of millions of dollars on
advertising that attacks Dem-
ocratic nominee and Vice
President Kamala Harris for

her previous statements sup-
porting transgender rights.
His rally speeches now
feature aspoofvideo mocking
trans people and their place
inthe U.S. military. The mon-
tage, interspersed with clips
of the Vietham War movie
“Full Metal Jacket,” typically
drawsloud boos athisrallies,
as do Trump’s false claims
aboutfemale athletes and his
mocking impression of what

he says is a trans woman
lifting weights. “Wewill get....
transgender insanity the hell
out of our schools, and we
willkeep men outof women'’s
sports,” Trump said at his
recent Madison Square Garden
rally, drawing an approving
roar from the crowd of20,000-
plus. His running mate, JD
Vance, alleged Thursday that
white teenagersin the “middle
class or upper middle class”
can identify as transgender
to more easily get into elite
universities. Indoingso, Vance
was citing conservative anger
about affirmative action and
other programs geared toward
historically disenfranchised
groups.
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Expertssay NKorea’'s'strongest
missiles’' aretoo big for war

North Koreaboasted Friday thatthe new intercontinental ballistic missile it just test-launchedis
‘theworld’'sstrongest’, aclaimseenas pure propaganda

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SEOUL, 1 NOVEMBER

orth Korea boasted

Friday that the new

intercontinental

ballistic missile it
just test-launched is “the
world’s strongest,” a claim
seen as pure propaganda
after experts assessed it as
being too big to be useful in
a war situation.

The ICBM launched Thurs-
day flew higher and for a
longer duration than any
other weapon North Korea
has tested. But foreign experts
say the test failed to show
North Korea has mastered
some of the last remaining
technological hurdles to pos-
sess functioningICBMs that
can strike the mainland U.S.

The North’s Korean Central
News Agency identified the
missile asa Hwasong-19 and
called it “the world’s strongest
strategic missile” and “the
perfected weapon system.”
The official media outlet said
leader KimJong Un observed
the launch, describing it as

an expression of North Korea’s
resolve to respond to external
threats to North Korea’s secu-
rity.

The color and shape of
the exhaust flames seen in
North Korean media photos
of the launch suggest the
missile uses preloaded solid
fuel, which makes weapons
more agile and harder to
detect than liquid propellants
thatin general must be fueled
beforehand.

Butexperts say the photos
show the ICBM and itslaunch

.
!

L

vehicle are both oversized,
raising a serious question
about their wartime mobility
and survivability.

“When missiles get bigger,
what happens? The vehicles
get larger, too. As the trans-
porter-erector launchers get
bigger, their mobility decreas-
es,” Lee Sangmin, an expert
atSouth Korea’s Korea Insti-
tute for Defense Analyses.

The Hwasong-19 was esti-
mated to be atleast28 meters
long (92 feet) while advanced
U.S. and Russian ICBMs are

less than 20 meters long (66
feet), said Chang Young-
keun, a missile expert at
Seoul’s Korea Research Insti-
tute for National Strategy.
He suggested that the missile’s
size likely helped South Korean
intelligence authorities detect
the launch plan in advance.

“Inthe event ofa conflict,
such an exposure makes the
weapon a target of a pre-
emptive attack by opponents
so there would be abigissue
of survivability,” Changsaid.

Lee Illwoo, an expert with
the Korea Defense Network
in South Korea, said North
Korea may have developed
alarger missile to carry bigger
and more destructive war-
heads or multi-warheads. If
that’s the case, Lee said North
Korea could have used liquid
fuels asthey generate higher
thrust than solid fuels. He
said some advanced liquid
propellants can be stored in
missiles for a fewweeks before
liftoffs.

Lee said North Koreamay
have placed adummy, empty
warhead on the Hwasong-

19 to make it fly higher.

In recent years, North
Korea has reported steady
advancement in its efforts
to obtain nuclear-tipped mis-
siles. Many foreign experts
believe North Korea likely
has missiles that can deliver
nuclear strikes on all of South
Korea, butithasyet to possess
nuclear missiles that can
strike the mainland U.S.

The hurdles it has yet to
overcome, according to
experts, include ensuringits
warheads survive the heat
and stress of atmospheric
reentry, improving the altitude
control and guidance systems
for the missiles, and being
able to use multiple warheads
on a single missile to defeat
missile defenses.

“Acquiring reentry tech-
nology is currently the most
important goal in North
Korea’s missile development,
specifically for ICBMs, but
theyjustkeep increasing the
ranges instead. This possibly
suggests they still lack con-
fidencein theirreentry tech-
nology,” Lee Sangmin said.

Attackersset fire tothe HQ of
aB’deshpartythat backed
ousted leader Sheikh Hasina

ASSOCIATED PRESS
DHAKA, 1 NOVEMBER

Attackers setfire to the head-
quarters of a Bangladesh
party that supported the
country’s ousted leader Sheikh
Hasina on Thursday night,
media reports said. There
was no information if anyone
was injured.

No one immediately
claimed responsibility for
the attack on the Jatiya Party
offices in Bangladesh’s capital,
Dhaka. TV stations and other
media said the attackers
stormed the party headquar-
ters in Dhaka’s Bijoy Nagar
area, clashing with party
members who were there
and eventually setting the
premises on fire.

The extend of the damage
was notimmediately known.
Firefighters rushed to the
scene, according to Rashed
bin Khaled, an official of the
Fire Service and Civil Defense.
Bin Khaled, who spoke to
The Associated Press by
phone, had no other details.

The partyis Bangladesh’s
third largestand was founded
by former military dictator

H.M. Ershad in the 1980s.
As the attack was under-
way, a prominent leader of
astudent protest movement
that led to Hasina’s ouster
in Augustsaid the Jatiya Party
should be “destroyed” for
its support ofher government.
Hasnat Abdullah, the student
leader, claimed in a Facebook
postthat the Jatiya party was
“a national betrayer.”
Abdullahis from the Anti-
Discrimination Student Move-
ment, which spearheaded
the July protests. He also
urged students to gather at
the Dhaka University and
march toward the Jatiya Party

headquarters.

Mujibul Haque Chunnu,
the party’s secretary general,
blamed the students for the
attack. “People are watching
what they are doing with
us,” he said. “It is live in
social media... they are doing
itpublicly, openly.” Hasina’s
Bangladesh Awami League
party ruled the country for
15 years, since 2009. Her
critics said the Jatiya Party
had acted to give Hasina’s
rule a veneer or democracy
as other major political parties
did not take partin the elec-
tions.

Brazil judge gives two former copslong sentences
forthe 2018 murder of leftisticon Marielle Franco

ASSOCIATED PRESS
RIO DE JANEIRO, 1 NOVEMBER

AjudgeonThursdayhanded
down long sentences to two
former police officers for the
2018 murder of Rio deJaneiro
city councilwoman Marielle
Franco, an icon of Brazil’ s
political left whose killing
sparked outrage.

Ronnie Lessaand Elcio de
Queiroz were sentenced to
almost 79 years and almost
60years, respectively, for the
March 14, 2018 drive-by shoot-
ing that killed Franco and
her driver, Anderson Gomes.
Jurors found that Lessa fired
the gun and de Queiroz was

the wheelman on the night
of the crime.

Lessa and de Queiroz,
arrested in 2019, previously
signed plea bargains confessing
their roles, but the jury had
final word on their guilt on
homicide and other charges.
Theverdict, although expected,
comes as ameasure of solace
to the many who saw the
martyrdom of the Black, bisex-

ual woman as an attack on
democracy, and worried that
the crime would go unpun-
ished. The prosecutors had
argued each man should be
sentenced to the maximum
possible 84 years for the three
counts — double homicide,
attempted homicide and driv-
ing a cloned vehicle.

As Judge Lucia Glioche
finished reading the sentence,
applause erupted in the room
as victims’ families began to
cry. Marielle’s sister, Anielle
Franco, Brazil’s minister for
racial equality, held a long,
tearful embrace with her par-
entsand Marielle’s daughter,
Luyara Franco.

Spain searches for bodiesafter unprecedented flooding claims at least 158 lives

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BARRIO DE LA TORRE,
1 NOVEMBER

Crews searched for bodies
instranded cars and sodden
buildings Thursday as resi-
dents salvaged what they
could from their ruined
homes following monstrous
flash floods in Spain that
claimed at least 158 lives,
with 155 deaths confirmed
in the eastern Valenciaregion
alone.

More horrors emerged
Thursday from the debris
and ubiquitous layers of mud
left by the walls of water that
produced Spain’s deadliest
natural disaster in living
memory. The damage from

the storm late Tuesday and
early Wednesday recalled
the aftermath of a tsunami,
with survivors left to pick
up the pieces as they mourn
their loved ones.

Cars were piled on one
another like fallen dominoes,
uprooted trees, downed
power lines and household
items all mired in mud that
covered streets in dozens of
communities in Valencia, a
region south of Barcelona
on the Mediterranean coast.

“Unfortunately, there are
dead people inside some
vehicles,” Spain’s Transport
Minister Oscar Puente said

early Thursday before the
death toll spiked from 95 on
Wednesday night.

Rushing water turned nar-
row streets into death traps
and spawned rivers that tore
through homes and busi-
nesses, sweeping away cars,
people and everything else
inits path. The floods demol-
ished bridges and left roads
unrecognizable.

Luis Sdnchez, a welder,
said he saved several people
who were trapped in their
cars on the flooded V-31
highway south of Valencia
city. Theroad rapidly became
a floating graveyard strewn

with hundreds of vehicles.

“l saw bodies floating
past. I called out, but nothing,”
Sénchez said. “The firefighters
took the elderly first, when
they could getin.  am from
nearbysol tried to help and
rescue people. People were
crying all over, they were
trapped.”

Regional authorities said
late Wednesday that rescuers
in helicopters saved some
70 people stranded on
rooftops and in cars, but
ground crews were far from
done.

“We are searching house
by house,” Angel Martinez,

one of 1,000 soldiers helping
with rescue efforts told Spain’s
national radio RNE from the
town of Utiel, where at least
six people died.

An Associated Pressjour-
nalist saw rescuers remove
seven body bags from an
underground garage in Barrio
de la Torre. “Our priority is
to find the victims and the
missing so we can help end
the suffering of their families,”
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro
Sdnchez said after meeting
with officials and emergency
services in Valencia on Thurs-
day, the first of three official
days of mourning.

CANCELLATION OF BANDHAN EXPRESS

f) CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF
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Australian judge rules senator broke race law by telling rival legislator to return to Pak

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MELBOURNE, 1 NOVEMBER

An Australian judge ruled
Friday thatanti-immigration
party leader Sen. Pauline
Hanson breached a racial
anti-discrimination law by
crudely telling Pakistan-born
Sen. Mehreen Faruqi toreturn
to her homeland.

Faruqgi sued Hanson in
Federal Court over a 2022

exchange on the social media
platformX; then called Twitter,
under a provision of the Racial
Discrimination Act thatbans
public actions and statements
that offend, insult, humiliate
orintimidate people because
oftheirrace, color or national
or ethnic origin.

After the death of Queen
Elizabeth II, Faruqi, deputy
leader of the Australian Greens
party, posted, “I cannot mourn

the leader of a racist empire
built on stolenlives, land and
wealth of colonized peoples.”

Hanson, the leader of the
One Nation party, replied
that Faruqi had immigrated
to take “advantage” of Aus-
tralia, and told the Lahore-
born Muslim to return to
Pakistan, using an expletive.

Hanson has been known
for her views on race since
her first speech to Parliament

in 1996, in which she said
Australia was “in danger of
being swamped by Asians”
because of its non-discrimi-
natory immigration policy.
She once wore a burqga in
the Senate as part of a cam-
paign to have Islamic face
coverings banned.

Faruqi, a trained engineer,
moved to Australia with her
husband in 1992 as skilled
economic migrants.

Asianeedstospend muchmoretoadapt to climate
change and limititsdamage, bank study says

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BANGKOK, 1 NOVEMBER

Countries in Asia will suffer
worse damage from the climate
crisis than other regions and
are fallingfar behind in spend-
ingonimprovements to limit
the damage and adapt to
changing weather patterns
and natural disasters, the
Asian Development Bank said
in a report released Thurs-
day.

The report said financing
needs in developing Asian
countries to cope with climate
change range from $102 billion
to $431 billion a year. That
far exceeds the $34 billion
committed to those purposes
in 2021-2022, the Manila,
Philippines-based regional
developmentbank said. Devel-
oping Asia accounted for
nearly half of all global emis-
sions in 2021, the latest year
for comprehensive data, with

China accounting for two-
thirds of that and South Asia
nearly 20%, the report said.
That’s because even though
emissions per personremain
far lower than in Europe,
Japan and North America, it
is the world’s most populous
region, home to about 70%
of allhuman kind. Most coun-
triesin the region have ratified
treaties on climate change
and presented national plans
to cut their carbon emissions.

Dabts Recovery Tribunal Kolkata {DET 1)
dth Floor, Jesvan Sudha Building
240, Jawaiar Lal Mehn Rioad, Koikata - 700 071
Case No. - OA | 356 | 206
Summons under Sub-section (4] of Section
19 of the Act, read with Sub-rale (24]) of Ruls
5 of the Debi Recovery Tribunal [Procedurs)

Rules, 1990,

As per message received from Bangladesh Hailways, 13129
Kolkata-Khulna Bandhan Express (JCO 03.11.2024) & 13130
Khulna-Kolkata Bandhan Express (JCO 03.11.2024 ) will remain
cancelled. Inconvenience to be caused o the passengers |s
deeply regratiad

Chief Passenger Transportation Manager

Follow us at: B3 @EasternRailway ) @easiernrailwayheadquarter

PP MNATIOMAL SPORTS UNIVERSITY, IMPHAL -
(&) MANIPUR B
ey {A Central University)
Government of India
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
F.No 23NSUWFac-Conl2020 Date: 02-11-2024

ENGAGEMENT FOR THE CONTRACTUAL FACLLTY POSTS
Advt. No. 11/2024

Applications (through onling / physical mode) are invited from eligible
candidates for the post of 01 (one) Assistant Professor in Sports Coach
ing {Shooting) at National Sports University, Imphal. Detailed notification
it avallable on the Unhsarsity wobsile (www.nsu.ac.in). Tha inbefviow
will Mealy ba hald on shorl nolice, and the date will ba nobifed later, Tha
lasd date o submif the filled-in application form is 2nd December, 2024
(4-00 P.M.}

Candidains ane advised to chack the Universily wabsile regulary for up
dales

_ADVANCED COMPUTING, KOLKATA cpnc

A Scientific Society of the Ministry of Elecronics and
Information Technology, (MeilY) Govt. of India

Expression of Interest

Centre for Development of Advanced Computing {C-DAC) Kolkata, an
RAD organization under the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeilY'), Govt. of India, Plot-E2M, Block-GP. Sector-Y, Salt
Lake Electronics Complex, Bidhan Magar, Kolkata-T00081, inviles
“Expression of Interest (Eol)” from nteresied parties / entrepreneurs for
Transier of Technology (ToT ) of "Electronics based Dairy Solution”. For
datails, please visi: www.cdac.in For any query, pleass contact Phone
Mo.: 033 2357 98468 / 5989 / 4764 | 3581 (Ext.: 3000 / 3020). Last date
ol Eol submission: 29-11-2024 by 5-00 P.M.

CBC 06147/12/0004/2425
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US, Germany and France urge China
to free a human rights lawyer and his
wife accused of subversion

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEUING, 1 NOVEMBER

The United States, Germany
and France have called for
the release of a Chinese
humanrightslawyerand his
wife who were sentenced to
prison this week for alleged
subversion.

On Tuesday, a court in
Suzhou sentenced lawyer Yu
Wensheng to three years’
detention and his wife, Xu
Yan, to one year and nine
months after finding them
guilty of inciting subversion
of state power.

“These sentences demon-
strate (China’s) continuing
efforts to silence those who
speak out for human rights
and the rule of law,” U.S.
State Department spokesper-
son Matthew Miller saidin a
statement Friday. He said

Yu and Xu should be imme-
diately and unconditionally
released.

The European Union and
the German and French for-
eign ministries also issued
statements calling for their
release.

Yu had been vocal in
defending therights of other
humanrightslawyers during
a crackdown in 2015, when
Chinese authorities started
arresting well-known rights
defenders.

He wrote an open letter
addressed to the top national
offices, urging them to inves-
tigate the Public Security
Ministry and saying that
police were “creating an
atmosphere of terror in the
country, flagrantly violating
the criminal law, and con-
ductingacts againsthuman-

ity. ”

OFFICE OF THE
ADMINISTRATOR OF
DOMKAL MUNICIPALITY
Municipal Building
P.O. & P.5.: Domkal
Murshidabad, Pin-7T42303
West Bengal
E-mail: municipality
domkal@gmall.com

NOTICE
This s to notify that Dombkal Munic
palty has declared Tinally as ODF+
Municipality doted on 16-08-2023 al
Board of Adminisirator mealing we
have not recelved any claims & ob
jection towards the natification pub
lished on 20-06-2023 In the
newspaper "The Statesman (Ben
gah)® & *Sambad Pratidin (Bengali)”
regarding declaring this Municipality
as O0F+ hence Domkal Municipality
finally adopted the resolution to de-
clare the city as ODF+ (Opan Defe-
cation Plus and Open Unnation
Free ) Municipality, All community tal-
lets and public toilets are funclional
and well maintained. All loilets are
connected with safe disposal sys-
tem The Municipality will spot fine
for open defecation Rs. 50 and for

open Unnation Rs.10
Sdi-
JAFIKUL ISLAM
Administrator
Domkal Municipality

Exiv No. - &5T%
CAMARA BANK
Vg -
SR TAPAN KUMAR SAHA
T,
(1) S¢i Tapan Kumar Saha, VI - ichapur, PO -
Gobardanga - Ichagur, Morth Twenty Fowr
Parganas, Wes! Bengal - 743 242
SUMMONS

WHEREAS, OA | B | 2918 waa lated belore
Hon'ble Presiding Officer / Ragisirar on
2T.06.2023,

WHEREAS this Hor'bia Tribunal s pleased o
ML summond | neics on e aakd Apoleston
undiar Secior 18(4) of e Act, (DA) Ned agarst
you for recovary of debls of Re. 55,53 532 66
|pplication morg with copsss of Socuments sic
arniaed)

In necordancs with Sub-saclion (4] of Secion
16 iof tha Act, you. Ihe Selendants am Srecies
B8 Lnde

i to show cauns within Birly days of [Pe srice
of surremons a8 o why relisl proyed e shouls
nid b granksd

i) o discioss particulars of properies or aasal
athar (han properiss and assets speaied by
i applicant under sarial nember A of e
orginal spplication;

i) you & restrained from dealing wilh o
disposng of secured asssts o such other sels
ar propariies GSciosad under enal numbe’
JA af the original spplicetion. panding hearng
and disposal of e appication for asacrment of
properfies;

#) you shal not trensler by way of s2ie, lease
or alberase, aacepl 0 Be ordnary course of
his businass ary of ihe essels over which securiy
niarest @ created andior Other asssls gnd
proparfies specied or dscosed wider sl
number 34 of e orgingl spplicsiion wihowt e
prior approval of Bhe Triburat

¥) you shall be fishle o account for the saie
proceeds reaised by sale of secured assels o
other sssats and properties in She ondinay courss:
af business and deposit such saie procesds in
the sccount maintzred with e bank o Srancs
nslitutions holdirg sacunty intenest gver such
asgets

You ans also direcied fo fle e wrillen sSiemect
with a copy fheseol fumished o e spplicant
ard o appear bafor Regisiras on 14.11 2024
al 10.30 AM. fsiling which the appicason shal
b hard and detded N your abisends

Glven undar my hand and the seal of this
Tribunal on this date : 7,06 7924,

Sdi- m-h{h-p
Kolkata Dabty Recovary Tribunal - 1

COC-4M16M 2000572425

Sdi-
Registrar

b AR

CBC-17112/11/0043/2425

AN mywlivmnrs are regeirel fi el rm-h-'llhlrm i # @ wvel i sl o fagemfoe
afebradiem S pdntes wili be aploafed oe fhe wehnie sals

il
ARRTRT ANT CONTRGLLERT N

Bank of Baroda

ZOSARB, Kolkata

21A, Sadananda Road, 2nd Floor, Kolkata - 700 026
Email: armcal@bankofbaroda.com
Ph no - 033 24196434

E-AUCTION

SALE NOTICE

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ;

“APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 9(1)]

-Dalnll'm! Reserve Price. |,

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 |
read with proviso to Rule %(1) of the Security Interest {(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Mofice & hereby given o the public in general and in parficuiar o the Borrower (s}, Morigagor's and Guaranior (s} that the below described immovable property
rr'-nftg.a-;adn'chargs:! to the Secured Creditor, pozsession of which has been taken by the Authonsed Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Crediior will be 20id on “As iz where 57,
"As is what is", and "Whatever there is" basis for recovery of beldow menboned account’s. The delass of Borower's | Morigagor / Guarantor's | Secured Asselisl Dues/
Reserve F'nm'e-ﬁ:.n:‘ban date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentionad below.—

: ?

|8¢f| Mame & address of Detailed description of i il
|Lp| Borrower's/ Guarantorf s/ the immovable | movable property with Total Dues of BN smount P — knspection
| Mo, Martgagor |s) known encumbrances, if any E-auction | Bid increase Amount. | date & Time
1 | Saundarya Fashion | All thal piece and parcel of Commercial spaces on the st Fioor of | Red K167 12108 22 11 2024 | Rs TE.00.000- Physical | 13.11.2024 '
Traders Pvt Lid. ihe mulli stored bullding comprised of 02 unit, space baingno AL | wih fuher Frmr e i from
B, admaasunng super buill up area 2188 5q. Fland 1576 5q FI| inesdandocsl | 1.00om R 7 B0 D00/ {1 00 AL
Authorised Officer respectively, within the local limits of Chandan Nagar Muniopal | plus ciher L5pm | ——— o 200
Mr. Pradosh Kumar Corparation under Mouza-Changannager, sheet no 2, JLNO 1 R | spenses 1] iz [With Rs 10,000/ nm
Hota S Khatian Mo 287, L R Khatan Mo 1924, under R 5 Dag No 529 o symert unlirmstes
Mob: BESB406050 corresponding LR Disg No 674 measunng @ afea of 11 Chittaks exdension of |
' and 28 SgR and undér K 5 Diag no 530 comasponding 1o L R Dag 10 minutes) |
Mo 673 maasuring an area of § Coliahs, 12 Chillaks, 3 Sqft
{otaling an area of 07 coliahs T Chitlaks and 31 5qgff unded PS
Chandannages, in the name of M's Saundarya Fashion Traders
P‘rrvnlen En:umbrm Hnllﬁ.nm
2 |WsPriyankaWood | EMTD of Godown Space on Ground Floor, of AG# Il storied | Rs.WETAILICS | 22 11 202¢ | Re.30.41 000 Symbolic | 13.11.2024
Industries Pvi. Ltd Bldg., Priya Apartment, Premises No 103, PC Road, PO|  wi further from : frr
Hind Matar, PS Uttarpara, Dist.-Hooghly-T12233 rieres 1.00 pim 3. [H 1III 11.00 AM
Authorised Officer Bounded by: East: 25 i wide PC Road, West: Municipal | 872 Cofl pus oiter | 10 500 pum | s o 200
Mr. Samir Prasad passage, North: House of Guha, South: House of Niranjan | ®oeses il dale | (With Rs. 10,000 pm
Mob: : 9712054192 Paul Encumbrance: Not Known of et unilimitod
Exinsion of
10 manaibis]) !

auction. him and hitps: febkray.in,

Date: 02.11.2024
Place ;- Kolkats

For detallad terms and condibang

Property under Sr No 02 is in the symbolic possansion and the same will be handed over 10 the H1 bidder gymbolically, For deind isrms and conditon of ale of e properies une
Symbaolic possession and under physical possession and other detall lerms and conditions of sale, please refer / visil 1o the websile ink hitps: www bankofbaroda ind e

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

epaper.thestatesman.com
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India clocks robust growth
in key mineral production
in FY25 first half: The gov-
ernment on Friday said that
the production of key min-
erals in the country has con-
tinued to witnhess strong
growth during the first half
of the current fiscal (FY25),
with iron ore leading the
pack. The FY25 growth fol-
lows record production lev-
els in the last fiscal (FY24),
according to the Ministry of
Mines data. “Iron ore
accounts for about 70 per
cent of the total Mineral
Conservation and Develop-
ment Rules (MCDR) mineral
production by value. Produc-
tion of iron ore was 274 mil-
lion metric tonnes (MMTS) in
FY 2023-24," the data
showed. As per provisional
data, production of iron ore
has increased from 128
MMT in FY 2023-24 (April-
September period) to 135
MMT in FY 2024-25 (April-
September), showing a
healthy 5.5 per cent growth.

Sharesbrightenduringspecial
one-hour Muhurattrading

Sensexclosed 0.4 percenthigherat 79,688 points, while Nifty closed 0.4 percenttoendat 24,300 points

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

t's a bright start to the
Hindu calendar year of
Samvat 2081 for Indian
stocks.

Sensex closed 0.4 per cent
higher at 79,688 points, while
Nifty closed 0.4 per cent to
end at 24,300 points, rebound-
ing from two days of losses.
All sectoral indices opened
in green and continued
upward during the Muhurat
Trading hour, with only Nifty
IT closing marginally lower
by 0.02 per cent.

Here are the Top 5 gainers
and losers during the Muhurat
hour:

The benchmark indices
soared, marking a positive
startforinvestors during the

one-hour Muhurat trading
session on Diwali evening.
The exchange platforms
-- Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE) and National Stock

Exchange (NSE) -- were open
for trading from 6.00 pm to
7.00 pm, marking the begining
of Samvat 2081. The pre-
market sessionbegan at5.45

GST collections climb to six-month
peak of 31.87 trillion in October

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,1 NOVEMBER

Goods and Services Tax (GST)
collections climbed to a six-
month peak of Rs 1.87 trillion
in October. The collections
remained above the Rs 1.7
trillion threshold for the eighth
consecutive month.

The collections were up
8.1 per cent from the previous
month and saw an 8.9 per
cent increase year-on-year.

October 2024 recorded the
second-best GST mop-up.
The highest ever collection
was in April 2024 at over Rs
2.10 lakh crore.

In October, GST from
domestic transactions grew
10.6 per cent to Rs 1.42 lakh
crore, while revenues from
tax on imports rose about 4
per cent to Rs 45,096 crore.

According to government
data, the CGST, SGST, IGST,
and cess all increased year-
on-year in October.

From April to October
2024, gross GST collections

ey TR L

onayear-to-date basisreached
Rs 12.74 trillion, marking a
9.4 per centincrease compared
toRs 11.64 trillion during the
same period last year.

Net GST revenue, after
refunds, amounted to Rs 1.68
trillion for October 2024,
reflectinga 7.9 per centincrease
fromRs 1.55 trillion in October
2023.

So far in 2024, the total
GST collection has been 9.4

P

per cent higher at Rs 12.74
lakh crore, as against Rs 11.64
lakh crore mopped up in the
corresponding period 0of2023.
During the financial year
2023-24, the total gross GST
collectionwasrecorded atRs
20.18lakh crore,withan11.7
per cent increase compared
to the previous fiscal year.
The average monthly col-
lection for the fiscal year, that
ended in March 2024 stood

Debasish Mishratakes charge as CGM ot SBI

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

Mr. Debasish Mishra has
assumed the charge of Chief
General Manager of State
Bank of India, New Delhi
Circle wef 01.11.2024. He
joined SBl asa probationary
officer and has worked in
Credit, Operations, Forex,
IT, HR, MSME etc. He has
vast experience in IT with
more than 25 years’ service
in domestic and overseas
operations in Maldives, Sin-
gapore and UK. Hailing from
Odisha, Mr. Mishra has

worked in Madhya Pradesh,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra States at various
capacities.

He has successfully spear-
headed several initiatives
viz.1stStart-Up space atIIIT
Hyderabad, Entrepreneurship
program for Tribal youth
under Stand-Up India and
digital MSME lending models,
opening of 2nd Start-Up
branch of the country at IIT
Madras Research Park in
2023. He was a Board member
of Tamil Nadu Technology
Mission (iTNT). He had been
a catalyst in roll out of 3245

business solutions at Bank
level during FY 2023-24 when
he was the GM of the Business
Solutions Departmentin the
immediate past.

Mr. Mishra is a Certified
Financial Planner with Post
Graduate Diplomain Finan-
cial Advising. He has also
done a Diplomain Risk Man-
agement from International
Risk Management Institute,
London. He hasbeen awarded
the prestigious Chevening
Gurukul Scholarship by the
Govt. of UK for studying at
London School of Economics
on Globalisation and Lead-
ership.

Mr. Mishrais an avid read-
er and writer. He is passionate
about quizzing and travelling.
His essays have been awarded
the best in All India Essay
competitions.

New Delhi Circle of SBI
comprises 1700+ offices of
SBI across New Delhi,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand. It has 9.37 per
cent of SBI‘s overall Business.
Shri Mishra’s posting has
come at a time when SBI is
consolidating its market share
and poised to match India's
decade with SBI decade.

atRs 1.68lakh crore, surpassing
the previous year's average
of Rs 1.5 lakh crore.

Ladakh posted the highest
growth rate at 30 per cent,
followed by Kerala at 20 per
cent and Haryana at 15 per
cent.

In contrast, Arunachal
Pradesh and the ‘Other Ter-
ritory’ category recorded
declines of 33 per cent and
37 per cent, respectively.

pm.
The Muhurat trading ses-
sion typically consists of all
the market segments, includ-
ing equity, commodity deriv-
atives, currency derivatives,
equity futures and options
(F&O), and securities lending
and borrowing (SLB), within
this single, auspicious hour.

The tradition of Muhurat
trading, however, goes back
a long time with the belief
thatinvestments made during
this auspicious time will
usher in good returns.

Also, the purchase of pre-
cious metals such as gold
and silver, real estate, elec-
tronicitems, and automobiles,
among others, is specially
timed by many on this aus-
picious day.

Usually, trading volumes

atexchanges are high because
lots of orders are placed all
across. Last year, the bench-
mark stock indices soared
substantially to brighten the
investors' fortunes during
the stipulated one-hour peri-
od.

Data showed the number
of investors over the past
years has also been rising
during this one-hour special
trade, and also in general.

"Our data analysis over
the past 10 years shows that
markets have closed in the
red only 3 times during the
Muhurat trading session.
This indicates some likely
festive cheer in coming trading
sessions," Vikram Kasat, Head
- Advisory, PL Capital - Prab-
hudas Lilladher, had said in
the run-up to Diwali.

DFS organises special cleanliness
camp, frees up 11 lakh sq ft space

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

The Department of Financial
Services (DFS), Ministry of
Finance, and its affiliated
organisations successfully
completed the one month-
long Special Campaign 4.0
with special focus on min-
imising pendency, and insti-
tutionalising Swachhata from
2nd-31st October 2024.

DEFS achieved 100% dis-
posal of all identified Public
Grievances, Public Appeals,
PMOreferences and MP Ref-
erences.

As per the information
shared by the Ministry of
Finance, 11.79 lakh square
feet of space has freed and
revenue of Rs 4.50 crore has
been earned through scrap
disposal. The campaign was
conducted in more than
38,500 sites across the country.
Twelve Public Sector Banks
and 43 Regional Rural Banks
organised Pension Grievances
Weeks.

In the camps, apart from
the grievances registered &

Coal production
registersincrease of
7.48per centin October

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

The Ministry of Coal has
achieved anotable upswing
in overall coal production
during October 2024, reach-
ing 84.45 million tonnes
(MT). The production sur-
passed the 78.57 MT of the
corresponding month last
year, registering an increase
of 7.48 per cent.

Coal production from
captive and other entities
also showed substantial
growth, rising to 16.59 MT
in October 2024 compared
to 11.70 MT in the same
periodlast year, reflectinga
remarkable growth rate of
41.75 per cent, datareleased
by the Ministry of Coal said.

The Cumulative coal pro-
duction for the fiscal year
up to October 2024 reached
537.45MT, anincrease from
506.56 MT during the same
period in FY 2023-24, rep-
resenting growth of6.10 per
cent.

Additionally, coal dis-
patches witnessed a signif-
icantboostin October 2024,
reachingan impressive 82.89
MT, showcasing a 4.60 per
centincrease over the 79.25
MT recorded in October
2023.

Coal dispatch from captive
and other entities also grew
t016.18 MT in October 2024,
compared to 11.83 MT in
October 2023, representing
growth of 36.83 per cent.

Cumulative coal dispatch
(up to October 2024) has
risen to 571.39 MT in FY
2024-25 as compared to
541.51 MT during the cor-
responding period in FY
2023-24, reflecting growth
of 5.52 per cent.

According to the latest
datareleased by the Ministry
of Commerce & Industry,
the combined Index of Eight
Core Industries (ICI)
increased by 2 per cent in
September 2024 as compared
to the Index in September
2023.

redressed, pensioners were
also educated regarding sub-
mission of onlinelife certificate
and door step banking facil-
ities.

In over 52,208 branches
across the country approx.
1.45 lakhs pensioners were
contacted.

The minister said during
the Campaign over 510 Finan-
cial Literacy Camps were
organised across the country.
Number of Dormant Accounts
Activated were 79.97 lakh
while the Number of Accounts
inwhich Nomination Updat-
ed were 29.02 lakh.

Number of Locker Agree-
ments Renewed were 1.10
lakh. LIC of India settled
12.77lakh unclaimed policies
and settled claims of more
than 10,742 crore.

Itistobehighlighted that
the DFSlaunched the Special
Campaign 4.0 with special
impetus on better space man-
agement, customer centric
initiatives, making the envi-
ronment clean and green,
record managementand dis-
posal of scrap.

UPIregisters 16.58 billion
transactionsworth
323.5trillionin October

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1INOVEMBER

In October, the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI)
registered 16.58 billion trans-
actionsworth Rs 23.5 trillion,
data from the National Pay-
ments Corporation of India
(NPCI) said on Friday.

The transactions in Octo-
berwere the highest numbers
for the digital system since
it became operational in
April 2016.

UPTI’s previous peak was
15.04 billion in volume terms
in September 2024 and Rs
20.64 trillionin valuein July.

In terms of volume, Octo-
ber witnessed a 10 per cent
spike and 14 per centin value
compared to September.
There were 14.96 billion UPI
transactions amounting to
Rs 20.61 trillion in August

Data from previous
months shows that the growth
in transactions is driven by
person to merchant trans-
actions (forbuying goods or
services), which got afestival
season push in October. It
was the first time that UPI
crossed 16 billionin volume
and Rs 23 trillion in value.

Daily UPI transactionsin
October crossed 535 million
in volume and Rs 75,801
crore in value. That is com-
pared to 501 million in volume
and Rs 68,800 crore in Sep-
tember. In October, UPIvol-
ume and value grew 45 per

cent and 37 per cent year-
on-year (Y-o-Y).

Immediate Payment Serv-
ice (IMPS) transactions
decreased by 5 per cent yoy
in volume to 467 million in
October, it displayed a sig-
nificant month on month
increase, up from 430 million
in September 2024.

In terms of value, IMPS
transactions witnessed a sig-
nificantincreasein October
recording Rs 6.29 trillion
worth transactions, compared
toRs5.65 trillion in Septem-
ber. The numbers recorded
a yoy growth of 17 per cent
in October, up from 11 per
centin September this year.

FASTag transactions
increased by 8 per cent yoy,
also recording a significant
month on month increase
to 345 Mn in volume from
318 million transactions in
September.

In terms of value, FASTag
transactions rose significantly
toRs61.15 billion in October,
compared to Rs 56.2 billion
in September. Year-on-year,
FASTag transactions saw a
8 per cent rise in volume
and 10 per centrise in value
compared to October 2023.

Aadhaar Enabled Payment
System (AePS) transactions
witnessed a whopping 26
per cent yoy increase.The
transactions volume
increased to 126 Mn in Octo-
ber from 100 Mn in
September.

Partha Pratim Sengupta appointed
as MID & CEO of Bandhan Bank

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,1 NOVEMBER:

Partha Pratim Sengupta has
been appointed as the Man-
aging Director & CEO of Band-
han Bank; effective November
1,2024.

Senguptahas successfully
led large businesses with a
proven expertise in various
domainsincludingbusiness,
credit, and technology.

Speaking on hisnewrole,
Partha Pratim Senguptasaid,
“I am honoured to join the
Bandhan Bank family. My
focus will be on advancing
customer-centric solutions,
strengthening the business,
and fostering innovation to
make financial services inclu-
sive and sustainable.”

“The team at Bandhan
Bank has done a stellar job
over the years and I look for-
ward to working with them
to drive growth and deliver
value for all stakeholders,”
he added.

Ratan Kumar Kesh, who
was presiding as the interim
MD & CEO of Bandhan Bank
since July 10,2024, willresume

hisrole as the Executive Direc-
tor and Chief Operating Officer,
with the joining of Sengupta,
the bank said in a statement.
Chairman of Bandhan
Bank, Anup Kumar Sinha,
said, “We are delighted to
welcome Mr. Partha Pratim
Sengupta as the Managing
Director & CEO of Bandhan
Bank. His proven track record
intheindustrywill beinstru-
mental in steering Bandhan
Bank into its next phase of
growth—Bandhan 2.0. His
expertise will guide the Bank
in strengthening its market
position across the country
and truly be a Bank for all.”
Partha Pratim Sengupta,

a seasoned banking profes-
sional with nearly 40 years of
experience, has led large-
scale operations across diverse
geographies.

From2020to0 2022, hewas
the MD & CEO of Indian
Overseas Bank, where he suc-
cessfully transformed the
business across various ver-
ticals. He has spent over three
decades in key roles at the
State Bank of India, including
being the DMD & Chief Credit
Officer.

He has also held Non-
Executive Directorroleswith
entities like YES Bank, ARCIL,
Universal Sompo, and Unity
Small Finance Bank.

India Inc's key challenge: Strike a balance between revenue growth & profitability

RITWIK MUKHERJEE

KOLKATA,1 NOVEMBER

Therevenue growth of India
Inc seems to have slowed
down in the last quarter.
India Inc is estimated to
have clocked a slower revenue
growth of 5-7 per cent on-
year for the three months
ended September, marking
the slowest pace in the past
16 quarters. And that’s not
without reasons. The slow-
downinrevenue growth can
be attributed to stagnant
performance in the con-
struction vertical, a decline
in the industrial commodities
vertical and subdued growth
ininvestment-linked sectors.
Mind you that construction
vertical accounts for a fifth
ofIndia Inc'srevenue. Inter-

estingly, the same companies
had posted a 8.3 per cent
growth in April-June (that
is previous) quarter. CRISIL
Research recently conducted
an analysis on 435 companies
and the findings subscribed
to the same view.

The good news, however,
isthatIndia Inc’s profitability
is estimated to have improved
70-90 basis points (bps) on-
year during the quarter. The
overall earnings before inter-
est, tax, depreciation, and
amortisation (Ebitda) for 435
companies grew nearlyl0
per cent on-year.

Among the top 10 sectors,
which account for nearly 75
per cent of revenue, eight
saw EBITDA margin expan-
sion, led by export-linked
sectors such as IT services

and pharmaceuticals, invest-
ment-linked sectors such as

PEE

\

power, and consumer dis-

cretionary sectors such as

I

automotive and telecom
services. The two sectors

epaper.thestatesman.com

that faced margin contraction
were steel, due to higher
iron ore prices, and cement,
due to subdued pricing.
For IT companies, EBITDA
margin expanded 110-130
bps due to higher employee
utilisation and lower attrition
rates. In pharma, topline
growth and lower raw mate-
rial costs led to margin expan-
sion of 320-340 bps for for-
mulation players. In the bulk
drugs segment, recovery in
exports and higher realisa-
tionsled to 230-250 bps mar-
gin expansion. Among invest-
ment-linked sectors, a fall
in coal e-auction premiums
improved margin by 130-
150 bps on-year for power
generation companies.
Among consumer discre-
tionary sectors, telecom serv-

ices’ margin expanded 120-
140 bps due to lower licence
fees, spectrum charges and
network operating expenses,
along with steady revenue
growth. In the steel sector,
while coking coal prices
dipped on-year, iron ore
prices rose on global cues,
increased export demand
and strong domestic demand,
resulting in a margin con-
traction of 40-60 bps on-
year. The cementindustry's
margin also contracted 110-
130 bps due to subdued pric-
ing and despite easing cost
pressures.

Revenue of industrial
commodities, investment
and construction-linked sec-
tors—collectively accounting
for close to 38 per cent of
CRISIL’s sample set—grew

only 1 per cent, weighing
down overall performance.
The industrial commodities
sector, such as coal, saw a
6-7 per centrevenue decline
due to lower coal offtake,
coal-based power generation
and e-auction premiums. In
the investment sector, the
power segment (nearly 70
per cent revenue contribu-
tion), grew just 1 per cent as
above-normal monsoon
reduced power demand.
Among construction-linked
sectors, steel revenue fell 2-
3 per cent, thanks to price
drop led by cheap Chinese
imports.

One of the key challenges
ahead for India Inc is to
strike a balance between
revenue growth and
profitability.

-
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Maharashtra DGP for snooping

ShivSena-UBT MP Sanjay Raut has claimed that Shuklais ‘still tapping the phones of Opposition politicians’

AGENCIE
MUMBAI, 1 NOVEMBER

he opposition Maha

Vikas Aghadi (MVA)

in Maharashtra on

Friday again demand-
ed that the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) should
transfer the state Director-
General of Police (DGP) Rash-
mi Shuklato ensure 'free and
fair polls' in state on November
20.

ShivSena-UBT MP Sanjay
Rauthas claimed that Shukla
is “still tapping the phones
of Opposition politicians”,
while state Congress President
Nana F. Patole has shot off
three letters to the election
authorities -- on September
24, October 4 and yesterday
(October) 31 -- and also met
the ECl delegation to Mumbai
last month with the demand
to remove her.

"She has ordered Com-

missioners of Police and
Superintendents of Police to
file cases against the leaders
and workers of the MVA oppo-
sition parties to harass them.
Shukla'srecord has been con-
troversial even before as she
had ordered tapping phones
of Oppositionleaders," Patole
said.

Rautsaid that "even now,
the phones of Opposition
leaders are under surveillance",
and state or district leaders
are being harassed by the
police while local workers
are beingforced to cooperate
with the police or being
externed, though neither the
ECI nor the DGP reacted.

Under such circumstances,
there are doubts if there can
be free, impartial and trans-
parent elections in Maha-
rashtra, "and why should the
laws be different for Maha-
rashtraand Jharkhand", point-
ed out both Raut and Patole.

The Patole-Raut duoreit-
erated that despite her con-
troversial track record, "it
was with the blessings of
MahaYuti ally Bharatiya Janata
Party's Deputy CM Devendra

Fadnavis" that she was
brought to the top post —
and later given an extension
of tenure.

Responding to the alle-
gations against the DGP, BJP

MLA Nitesh Rane tookajibe
saying that "whenever Raut
hears the name of Rashmi
Shukla, he loses sleep",
terming her as anindepend-
ent and upright officer.

Responding to the
allegations against
the DGP, BJP MLA
Nitesh Rane took a
jibe saying that
‘wWhenever Raut hears
the name of Rashmi
Shukla, he loses
sleep’, terming her as
an independent and
upright officer.

"Ifyouare contesting the
elections properly, working
democratically without flout-
ing rules, then why should

you object to her appoint-

ment,” wondered Rane.
Patole-Rautalsorecalled
how Shukla was accused of
tapping phones of the Oppo-
sition, an enquiry was held
after which she had tendered
an apology to the previous
MVA regime headed by ex-
CM Uddhav Thackeray.

UP bypolls: Azad Samaj
Party rakesup Dalit rights
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 1 NOVEMBER

The Azad Samaj Party (Kanshi
Ram) hasintensified its efforts
to mobilize the Dalit vote
bankin Uttar Pradesh ahead
of the 13 November bypolls.

Party presidentand Nagina
MP Chandrashekhar Azad
has written a letter to Chief
Secretary Manoj Kumar Singh
demandinganaccountofthe
deployment of Dalit officers
on the posts ranging from
Additional ChiefSecretaryto
Police Station Officer.

Party sources here on Friday
confirmed that Chan-
drashekhar Azad has also sent
a letter to the Appointments
Department, Home Depart-
ment and DGP, asking them
toprovide informationin this
regard.

While mentioning the dis-
crimination and injustice
being done to the Dalits, he
wrote that the officers currently
holding theseimportant posts
are also being accused of
adoptingalaxattitude towards
the injustice being done to
the Dalits. Azad hadrecently
met the family members of a
Dalit youth after his death in
police custody in Lucknow,
whereas no senior BSPleader
had gone to meet him.

Chandrashekhar noted
that Dalits constitute about
22 percent of the population
in the state, with whom caste-
based oppression, exploitation
and atrocities are taking place.
They are chased away from
the police station and police
behave rudely. Their cases
arenotfiled and when forced,
the complaintis changed and
weaker sections are imposed.

He also demanded the
posting of Dalits on the posts
of ChiefSecretary, Additional
Chief Secretary, Secretaries,
Divisional Commissioners,
DG, ADGs, IGs, DIGs, DMs,
SSPs, SPs, ADMs and SHOs
in the state.

BJP, ShivSena-UBT engage inwar of words over MNS event

AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 1 NOVEMBER

The BJP and Shiv Sena-UBT
on Friday engaged in a war
of words on social media
over the celebration of Deepot-
sav at the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Park by the Maha-
rashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS).

The trigger was SS-UBT’s
move to approach the state
Chief Electoral Officer on
Thursday citing the violation
of the model code of conduct
by MNS. The party has also
demanded that the expenses
for the celebration of Deepot-
sav be included in the poll
expenditure incurred by the
MNS nominee and the party
chief Raj Thackeray’s son
Amit Thackeray from the
Mahim Assembly constituen-
cy.

The Mumbai BJP headed
by Ashish Shelar in its post
on X targeted the SS-UBT
saying, "Chhatrapati Shivaji
Park, a historical place in

Mumbeai a testimony to the
legacy of Swargiya Balasaheb
Thackeray's historical speech-
eson Hindutva. Such adown-
fall to thelegacy being tainted
by his own son @OfficeofUT
as UBT has gone to Election
Commission complaining
over Diwali Celebrations at
Shivaji Park. Are Hindu Fes-
tivals hurting Aurangzeb Fan
Club?"

SS-UBT shot back at the
BJP in its defence. "Using
Hindutva for dirty politics is
what you get. It is clear that
the oppositionis not to 'Diwali’'
but to its political use. But
by continuously telling lies
and spreading 'Fake Narra-
tive', even now you have
shown your 'Chunavi Hin-
dutva'l," remarked SS-UBT.

Further, the Uddhav

The Mumbai BJP
headed by Ashish
Shelar in its post on X
targeted the SS-UBT
saying, "Chhatrapati
Shivaji Park, a histori-
cal place in Mumbai a
testimony to the
legacy of Swargiya
Balasaheb Thacker-
ay's historical speech-
es on Hindutva.

Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
reminded the BJP, "Like you
used Ram Mandir also for
election. The temple was
inaugurated before it was
even completed and Lord
Ramchandra was taken to
the half-built structure. The
result was the same, Shriram
also showed you your place.
Wherever Sri Ram lived, it
became BJP-free! Now Maha-
rashtra will be 'BJP free'!"
The verbal duel took place
amid growing bonhomie

between the BJP and MNS.
BJPleader and Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
and Mumbai unit chief Ashish
Shelar have been arguing
that the MahaYuti should
support the MNS nominee
Amit Thackeray from the
Mahim constituency on the
ground that the MNS chief
Raj Thackerayhad extended
his support to MahaYuti in
the state during the Lok Sabha
elections. However, the Shiv
Senanominee Sada Sarvankar,
whois athree-termlegislator,
is reluctant to withdraw his
nomination saying thatifhe
withdraws the voters will be
transferred to the SS-UBT.
Sarvankar two days ago in
his post on Xurged Raj Thack-
eray not to do injustice to
him but to support him in
the Mahim constituency.
Incidentally, Chief Minister
and Shiv Sena chief leader
Eknath Shinde has left the
decision to the Shiv Sainiks
from the Mahim
constituency.

Shaina NC slams Sena MP over sexist remark,
describes MVA as ‘Maha Vinash Aghadi'

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

ShivSenaleader Shaina NC
on Friday strongly responded
to ShivSena (UBT) MP Arvind
Sawant's sexist slur in the
run-up to Maharashtra
Assembly elections and also
spotlighted the contrasting
approach of Opposition-led
INDIA block and Modi gov-
ernment, towards women.
A political furore broke
out this morning, as Shiv
Sena (UBT) MP Arvind
Sawant in a deplorable ref-
erence to Shaina NC's foray
into electoral arena said that
'foreign maal' was not wel-
come into the constituency.
Condemning Arvind
Sawant’s remark, Shaina NC
stated, "l am a woman, not

'maal.""

She accused the
Mahavikas Aghadi Alliance
(MVA) for looking down at
women and coined a new
term for it - “Maha Vinash
Aghadi.”

Further, speaking to IANS,
she highlighted MVA and
Arvind Sawant's double stan-
dards, saying, "In 2014 and
2019 election campaigns,
we were 'ladki bahan' when
they needed our support,

butnow they use disrespect-
ful language towards us."
The controversy got ignit-
ed over SS (UBT) MP from
Mumbai South Arvind
Sawant's mediainteraction,
where he was asked about
the electoral prospects of
therival SS nominee, Shaina
Nana Chudasama, a fash-
ionista, contesting elections
from Mumbadevi Assembly
seat, vis-a-vis Congress three-
term MLA Amin Patel.
Sawant, when asked about
Shaina potentially contesting
from the Mumbadevi con-
stituency, remarked, “Yahan
pe imported ‘maal’ (goods)
nahin chalega... Yahan pe
original ‘maal’ chalta hai,
aur wo hai hamare paas,
pointing at a smiling Patel.
Shina also showered

praise on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde for multiple initiatives
towards women’s empow-
erment including Ujjwala
Yojna, Ladki Bahan Yojna
and more.

"We have leaders who
respect women. Our presi-
dent, Droupadi Murmu, is
a tribal woman, which is a
matter of pride for the
nation," she added.

She also questioned the
silence of other senior MVA
leaders. "When he made this
statement, MP Ameen Patel
was present and was laugh-
ing. Where are leaders like
Sharad Pawar, Uddhav
Thackeray, and Sanjay Raut?
Why are they not condemn-
ing these comments?"

Centre designates
Darranga as
authorised
Immigration
Check Post

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

Inasignificant development
for cross-border travel, the
Central government has
designated the Darranga
land check postin Assam's
Tamulpur districtas an offi-
cial Immigration Check Post.

This designation allows
for the entry into and exit
from India for all classes of
passengerswith valid travel
documents, following sub-
rule (b) ofrule 3 ofthe Pass-
port (Entryinto India) Rules,
1950. The decision is expect-
ed to facilitate smoother
immigration processes in
the region.

Manipur: More fundssanctioned for projectsin hillsthan invalley, say officials

AGENCIES
IMPHAL, 1 NOVEMBER

Days after the Manipur Chief
Minister N. Biren Singh
announced that the state
government undertook equal
efforts for the development
ofboth valley and hill areas,
top government officials
said on Friday that a higher
amount of funds was sanc-
tioned in the hilly areas than
in the valley areas.

The Manipur govern-
ment's response comes after
some tribal organisations,
tribal leaders and MLAs have
been accusing the state gov-
ernment ofimbalanced allo-
cation of funding of the Cen-
tral Road Infrastructure Fund
(CRIF) under the Ministry
of Road Transport and High-
ways.

Ningombam Subhash,
the Chief Engineer of
Manipur's Public Works
Department, said that
between 2020-21 and 2024-
25, Rs 2,395.51 crore was
sanctioned for different road
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and bridge projects in the
hill areas of the state while
Rs 1,300.21 crore was sanc-
tioned for the valley areas.

He added thatRs1,374.81
crore and Rs 1,125.97 crore
were sanctioned during the
2024-25 fiscal for the hilly
and valley areas respectively,
for various projects under
the Ministry of Road Trans-
port and Highways and North
Eastern Council.

According to the Chief
Engineer, Rs 8,541.97 crore
and Rs 351.8 crore were
sanctioned for the hilly and
valley areas respectively, for
various projects under
National Highways and Infra-
structure Development Cor-
poration Ltd. between the
2020-21 and 2023-2024 finan-
cial years.

Senior tribal leader and
BJP MLA Paolienlal Haokip
last week claimed that 57
road projects worth around
Rs 399.36 crore were recently
sanctioned for the valley
areas by the Ministry of
Road Transport and High-

ways.

Terming the allocation
of funds as "neglect of hill
areas of the state," he said
on X: "All 57 road building
projects only for valley
Manipur districts. This is
why Union Territory with a
Legislature for the hills is a
necessity."

The non-tribal Meiteis
account for around 53 per
cent of Manipur's 3.2 million
population and live mostly

in the valley regions com-
prising six or seven districts
while the tribal Nagas and
Kukis constitute another 40
per cent of the population
and reside in the hill districts,
which cover around 90 per
cent of the geographical
areas of Manipur.

The Valley region has a
total of 40 non-tribal Meitei
MLAs, while the hills have
19 MLAs divided between
the Naga and the Kuki-Zo
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tribes and one seatreserved
for the Scheduled Caste
community.

Jiribam district, alargely
plain area adjoining southern
Assam beyond the hills, is
inhabited by both tribals
and non-tribals.

The Manipur Chief Min-
ister last week while address-
ing an official function said
that the state government
never worked against any
indigenous community in
the state.

"We are committed to
protecting the current as
well as future generations
from illegal immigration
(from Myanmar) and drug
menaces," CM Biren Singh
said, adding that none of
the 34 communities, that
existin Manipur, are enemies
against each other.

Emphasising unity among
various communities, the
Chief Minister said that no
one wants conflicts in
Manipur while both hills
and valleys are one and part
of the state.

CM K
epaper.thestatesman.com

Congress and SP counter CM Yogi’s ‘Batoge to Katoge’ remark

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 1 NOVEMBER

The controversy arising from
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath's
remark, 'Batoge to Katoge'
(divided, will perish), refuses
to die down. On Friday, Con-
gress State PresidentAjay Rai
responded to the statement
bysaying, 'Nobodyis dividing
the people except the BJP.
The Opposition INDIA alliance
and Congress are doing their
bit to unite the nation."

On the other hand, Samaj
Party leader and Nagina MP
Chandrashekhar Azad said,
"Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, who raised the
slogan 'Batoge to Katoge'

duringelection rallies, is himself

dividingsocietyinto 'Harijan'
and 'Non-Harijan' on social,
cultural and religious plat-
forms." "Does the use of this
word 'Harijan' not put their
so-called Hindu status in jeop-
ardy," he asked. Meanwhile,
as a counter to the Yogi's
slogan, the Samajwadi Party
putup anew poster in Lucknow
on Friday with the photo of
Akhilesh Yadav alongside a
text message reading: "If we
join, we will win".
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Tander Notice No. FIMFG/Six Sigma
Groen Belt RT, Dt. 29.10.2024. Dy. Chiaf
Mechanical Engineer (Mfg.), Eastemn
Rallway, Jamaipur, District- Munger,
Bihar-811214 Invites E-Tenders againsi
Tender Mo. FMFPGEED Sigma Green Bal
RT. Bidder will ba able o submit fheir bids
uplo closing data and tlime ondy, Manual
offers are nol alowed agains] this tender
and any such manual offer received shad
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make paymenis against this tender
towards Earnest Money only through
paymant modes available on IREPS
porial like Mel Banking, Debil Card, Cradi
Card ata. Manual paymanis throogh
Demand Draft, Banker cheque, Depost
recaipts, FOR eic are not alowed, Nams
of Wark: Laan Six Sigma Green Bell
Tralning Project handholding and
cartification at Jamalpur Workshop.
Locatlon of wark : Eastern Raillway
Workehop, Jamalpur, Munger [Bikar),
Pin-811214. Advertised Value: T
2,47 800, Cost of Tender Document:
. (3, Bid Soecwrity: T 5000, Perlod ol
Completion: 00 months. Tender Closing
Date & Time: 26.11.2024 al 12.00 hes
Date & Time for uploading Tender:
30.10.2024 ad 15.00 hrs. Validity of Offer:
B0 days. Wabalite particulars and notice
board locatlon whare complele details
af tendar can ba aoan ; [www ireps.
gov.in hyperlinkesd with wew, e indian
rallways.gov.in] and Dy, CME [Mig)
Offica, Easlern Rallway, Locomotiva
Workshop, Jamalpur on any working diy

MISC. 1202428

Tonder Hollcs is also avallablo af webiites :
swwae.indlanraliways govin | wwsleaps govin
Follow us at ; [l @EasternRailway
[ @easternrailwayheadquarter
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EASTERN RAILWAY
Tender Notice No.: 222-S8M/W-IL Date :
Z8.10.2024. Foliowing &-Tenders ane nvied
anling by Divisional Rallway Manager
Eastern Rallway, Sealdah, 2nd floor, D
Building, Kaizer Sireel, Sealdsh, Holcts-
700014 for the following work: Si Na. 1,
Tender Mo.: TH-167-24-25, Name of the
work ; Strengthening of bridpes including
provision for side pathway and other
ancillary of Br. Mo. 2-A, 17-A, 41, 46_57
B8, ST, Cf etc. in Sealdah Devison and
fiming of slainless steel chegusned piate n
Br_ Mo, 17A, 2A, 88, B/T elc. in Seaidah
Diwision. Tender Vabue: Rs. 3 96,67 264
EMD : Fs. 3.08,300/-. 51 No. 2, Tender
No.: TH-168-24-25. Name of the work :
Provision for sand blasting and matalizng
of Br, No. 12CCR for span mo. 1, 2. 3 and
4. Tender Value: Rs 537,80, 165-. EMD
i Rs. 4,156,800~ 5l No., 3, Tendar No.: TH-
165-24-25. Name of the work ;| Provison
for Re-girdering of Bridge No. B80T in
Bangaon-Polrapola sechion of Sealkdah
Diwision. Tender Value: Rs. 3,06,07 500
EMD : Ra, 3.03,000/-, Date and tima of
closing of tender | 22112024 ai 15.00
frs. for each. Completion period for the
work ; 12 (Twilva) months fos 51 Mo, 1 4
1 pach and 24 (Twenty Four) months for
2l No, 2, Date and time of opening of
tender: 22.11.2024 sl 1530 . The
Tendar dooumants and othor detalls are
ol www lreps.gav.in Thi bidding o the
Imndar i 10 B submitied hrough (e -
landaring on abdve wilbsile, Manusl oflsms
will b anmmarily fepecbed
SDAH-215004-25
Tondor Nedicos are alea avallabie o Webals

Follow us at: B @EasternRailway|

(0] EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (0]

E-TENDER NOTICE

OPEN TENDER, Baich No- 4272024 Do
29102024
E-Tender Mofice for supply of materials
"Partcipation in through™ Web Poriai of
IREPS - www ireps govin. Offers are mvited
lor supply of the following malerial. Tha
closing time for the lender is at 14,00 Hrs
Tender Mo ; 302355614, Shorl Descriplion
of feem - Supply, Instakation, Transponiabion
and commissioning of Block proving by Axle
Counter(BPAC) using Block panel and
UFSB1 for Singls e operation a3 Por
RDSO spec. IRSS 1062012 (Ver () with
iales! ver, and amal. Cuantly © 08 Sal
Publishing Date & Time . 28 Oci. 2024,
1713 Hre. Tender Closing Date & Time . 21
Mov, 2024 1400 Hrs,
Parficpants are required 1o submil thair
offer only on-iine fhrough the wab Portal of
IREFS- www ireps gov.in befors the closing
dale and tme. Uther delsils regarding
Consignes and detailed description of
siores ane available in f2nder document in
iendar nofios on the abowe portal

SR. DMMWECR/Dhanbad
PRID1428/DHNIStora/Ti24-25/36
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. ICHANGER-GANE/I0Y/24.258, Dated :

el e iy @ i cum

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA

Date:

e- Procurement Nolice for Bullding works

V) Caomvaivusioen of Pagliliveg WWioeks . OFf S

2} Coirilingikan of Do vl B M L) Sl
Wi Caonainpten of Corl Budding @ Nondomsis « Fa
Diadiicl of Malpeg - O Mo

N Clans & A" Claas of (Ddaka PWD) & elrea diis of
e’ lcmet aifey arathosly.

Wi rom e 100 07 Lakie bo Ae 11T 1) Labie | A ppmunmanaly)

Apmlalilrip id Taniler Emm R Drew o' agemmy =
1] sk (PR wibuRE
Frmra emiem THE B (TR T I Ten iy haikling T of |
o I e T
frrigimy
Waiid Ta Llarfkaess It @al LETETERETY = H
- | -3 — - ; | i | ¥
. | - f | | |
e Cormmnad e OCINCEND - OS5 T mEd | 30200 | TE 1104 TLTLIES | Y p—
Engpemer. Bumpl WoSs | Sygpy - 1R-08 | ™ o ¥ b i W 2y
Loin. St . NAAM, | S0P {80 P b 1100
5 Tha Setab of wors Gin e saen from P wab s bt iwwew isndersodisha gov.in
8  dny Comgerdarmahadendom wil be giapiyad m e stove s-bencer seb dils Sdi-

Additional Chief Engineer
Rural Waorks Circle, Sunabeda

WESTERN RAILWAY

Material Management Department

VARIOUS MATERIALS SUPPLY

Like us on ninl abook comWesbarnRly | Follow us an

E MENT TENDER NOTICE Mo. 5/64/ 4024 C 2l
&N, Bhort Description of em Quantity T.0D
711 | Supply and installation of Wateress Urinals B0 MNos | 25-Nov-24
T12 | Gold Plaled Sivar Madal ZBAT Mos | 20-MNov-24
793 | 4° Alr Flowy Indicator for 3 phase Locomoliva 1684 Nos 26-Mow-24
Ti4 | SMPS Basad IPS System 4 Nos | 28-MNov-24
716 | Sat of labyrinth and baaring 176 5 02-Dec-24
Regarding detalled notice EMD, Purchase restrictions and detailod tonder conditions,
ploase vis i websilo wwhw. Impe.gov.in and wr indianralfways.gov.in 06SE

E eomWealernll ¥

EE mEEAr

* (ol bid). The format of BG bond has

MORE TENDER
ADS ON PAGE 6

N RAILWAY

Tender Notice No.: EFDMW/ICON/TAF

ZB.10. 2024, Open a-Tondoer s invited by
Oy. Chief Electrical Enginear (PAD],
Eastorn Raliwey, Kanchraparm Ysorkshop,
Worth 24 Parganas, Waest Bangal, PIN-
T43145 Kenchrapara from provan
exparsenosd conirecion for the 1o8owing
work: Tender No.: EPD/WICON/TAP
CHANGER-GANZ/D)/24-25. Name of
weork | Rishabiitstion of Tap Chanper (Gans
Ty ) of alecinic Iocomotives, (hy-04 nos
Approx. cost of the work : T 8924124
Cost of Tender Form | MNil. As per Clauss
Ko 3 of Part 1 under GCC Apnl 2022, B-
lender forms shall be issued frea ol cosl
o all tenderers. Address of the office
from e-tender initiated : Offica of the
Deputy Chiell Hecirical Enginesr/Planning
E Devslopment/Esstern Railway/!
Hanchrapara Workshop, PIN-T43145. Bid
security amounis s to be deposited
through =-payment gateway or bank
gusrantese bond - ¥ 1,78 500/- As per
Rabsay Boand's Lo, 20FHCE-1CTHEEC-
2022Folicy dated 27.04 2022 (advance
cormection Shp No. 5 did, 20,10, 2023)
ienderers can submil béd security of sald
amourd a8 hani guaranbes bond alsc. The
priginal Bank Guarantes should be
deivered io Dy. CEEPADManchrapara
bedore ciomng date for submission of bids
(Lo sxchuding the las! date of submission

manioned in GOC-Aprl’ 2022, Bidders are
reqguesiad to follow the GCC April 2022
{wath amendments) for details information
reganding this. Completion Period of tha
work : 12 (Iwalve) months. Bid
submission star date : 04,11 2024, Bid
subminsion end date | From ifean days
bafore of 18, 11 2034, Date and time of
Opaning of tendes : Tendar will be apsned
on 18 11 2024 sl 16 00 hie. Wabalte
particulars and Notice Board location
where complets detaile af tendar can
be sean : hip:www. lreps. gov.in
MISC- 221 /2024-25
Tender Motice s alue available o1 wobnibes :
e ity Govin | whae. inepa. pav in

Follow us at : [l @EasternRailway

Kl @easternrailwayheadquarter
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Hollywood’s
youth obsession

ANWESHA SANTRA

lamour, youthful allure

and sculpted bodies —

that’s the trifecta which

keeps the cash registers
ringingin the entertainmentindustry.
And to cling to them, people will
do just about anything—even if it
means unleashing a ‘new and
improved’ version of themselves
that literally tears its way out through
their own spine.

Welcome to the twisted world
of Coralie Fargeat’s latest body-
horror flick, The Substance, a chilling
take on Hollywood’s obsession with
eternal youth. This sharp and gory
meditation on the curse of ageing
in Tinseltown didn’t just shock
audiences—it snagged the Best
Screenplay Award at the 77th Cannes
Film Festival, proving that even
nightmares can have a cinematic

silver lining.
In The Substance, Demi Moore
delivers her most daring, no-holds-
barred performance as Elisabeth
Sparkle, a movie star turned TV
fitness guru who knows the enter-
tainmentindustry will forgive any-
thing—except ageing. At her 50th
birthdaylunch with her boss, Harvey
(Dennis Quaid), Elisabeth gets more
than just awkward small talk. While
Harvey demolishes a plate of shrimp
with horrifying crunches and slurps
(sound cranked to nightmarelevels),
he casually fires her. With irrelevance
looming large, Elisabeth becomes
the perfect candidate for ‘The Sub-
stance’—an underground drug that
promises a brand-new, wrinkle-
free version of yourself, literally
‘birthed’ from your genetic material
in the most grotesque way possi-
ble.
Enter Sue (Margaret Qualley),

Ehsabeth s ﬂawless fresh- off—the-
production-line clone, ready to
slide into her old fitness show—
and metallic leotard—with disturbing
ease.

But there’s a catch: the original
and the replica must swap places
every seven days to maintain a del-
icate symbiosis, with daily stabili-
sations to keep things in check.
What follows is a darkly comedic,
body-horror twist on the classic
Faustian bargain—bordering on
Dorian Gray-ish, with aheavydose
of existential awkwardness.

Every frame of The Substance
could hang in a gallery—it’s art
with a sinister edge. Every cut, every
sound, is meticulously crafted to
make your skin crawl. Ordinary
noises blast through like reverse
ASMR, while the camera refuses to
sitstill, favouring swoops, low angles
and invasive close-ups over anything

remotely restful. The cmematography
is equally striking, with solid back-
grounds and stark black-and-white
tiles framing the bodies like visual
puzzles. Demi Moore and Margaret

Qualley, playing two sides of a self

split by the titular drug, dive headfirst
into raw, unsexual nudity and phys-
ically demanding performances,
proving they're both firing on all
cylinders—emotionally and artis-
tically.

Let’s be clear—ifyou’re looking
for realism, The Substance isn’t
your film. Coralie Fargeat breezes
past existential puzzles like whether
Elisabeth and Sue share a unified
consciousness. After all, who needs
metaphysical answers when you
have a flashcard manual that vaguely
warns, “Remember you are one”?
Easier said than done.

Unsurprisingly, the two versions
of Elisabeth soon find themselves

Wiith ageing the ultimate
nemesis and beauly a

Sleeting illusion, 'The

Substance serves up a
darkly comedic feast of
body horror that makes
viewers ponder the

price of perfection.

locked in a vicious tug-of-war over
their dwindling shared resources.
It’s the kind of fight with no win-
ners—just two perfect bodies clawing
toward inevitable ruin. But isn’t
that the tragic irony for every woman
under the public’s unforgiving gaze?
The fiercest battle she’ll ever face
isn’t with rivals or critics—it’s with
the younger, fresher version of
herself.

And spoiler: that’s one war no
amount of Botox, fitness plans, or
miracle serums can help you win.

nce Alfred Hitch-
cock, the master of
the macabre,
famously said that
amovie should be onlyaslong
asonecanhold one'sbladder.
True enough, his works kept
to this length or just about,
and they said everything that
needed to be in those minutes.
But Indian writers and directors
have often stepped beyond
this point, stretching their films
beyond this mark. C Prem
Kumar, who gave us that cap-
tivating 96 with Vijay Sethupathi
and Trisha, has now dropped
hislatest, a pre-Diwalirelease,
Meiyazhagan, now on Nelflix.
While his 2018 96 was about
unrequited love in the typically
Romeo and Juliet fashion (I
have been wondering why the
director has not planned a
sequel to that), hislatest movie
is about male bonding with
Arvind Swamy (who shot to
fame with Roja) and Karthi.
Swamy's Arulmozhireturns
to Thanjavur after 22 years to
attend his cousin Bhuvanesh-
wari's (Swathi) wedding. For
him, it was a trip filled with
nostalgia. The city holds bit-
tersweet memories of his first
love that ended with his family
having to leave the city torelo-
cate to Chennai. But the story
is not about this couple, but
the friendship that springs
between Arulmozhi and Karthi's
Meiyazhagan. Despite feeling
irritated with Meiyazhagan's
intrusive quality, the two men
settle down to a fine bonding,
which reminded me of Ang

Lee's 2005 Brokeback Mountain
with Heath Ledger and Jake
Gyllenhaal. Although there is
no homosexual relationship
between Meiyazhagan and
Arulmozhi (like in Brokeback
Mountain), the bond is strong
here as well.

Prem Kumar keeps his film
away from the usual melodra-
matic mishmash, and the nar-
rative is sweetly poignant. But
where he errs is the length.
The movie need nothave been
178 minutes long for a story
that could have been narrated
in just about 100 minutes and
with far greater impact.

However, what keeps the
movie moving is the humour
hyphenated with sorrow oflost
love and the angst that comes
with displacement. And the
cinematography is great, cap-
turing the comforts of a small
town where the Big Temple
forms the centre of just about
everything. Indeed, once tem-
ples provided the ideal place
forlovers to meet and families
to get together. They also served
as a hotbed of gossip.

Finally, if one were to ask
me which of the two I liked
better— 96 or Meiyazhagan—
I would readily root for the
first. There was something
undeniably sweet and strong
about it. Vijay Sethupathi's
brilliant piece of performance
and Trisha's ability to sinkinto
the character enriched the
work.

I really hope we will get to
see whathappens to them after
they partat the airport. A sequel
to 96 may be a great idea.

The writer is a senior movie critic
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25 Years of Stanl
Eyes Wide Shut

PRADIPTA MUKHER]JEE

dentified initially as an erotic

thriller, Stanley Kubrick’s Eyes

Wide Shut (1999), foregrounds

marriage and infidelity as
central motifs to explore the fragile
nature of trust, desire and psycho-
logical barriers within relationships.
Gradually the film garnered enough
critical acclaim to emerge as some-
thing much more profound than a
simple erotic, psychosexual thriller.
The film follows Dr Bill Harford
(Tom Cruise) and his wife, Alice
(Nicole Kidman), as they grapple
with feelings of jealousy, temptation
and the unmet expectations that
sometimes accompany long-term
commitment.

The concept of infidelity—both
real and imagined—plays a pivotal
role in their marriage. When Alice
confesses to having had fantasies
about a naval officer, Bill is forced
to confront his own assumptions
about fidelity and the stability of
their relationship. Alice’s confession
stirs intense feelings of insecurity
and jealousy within Bill, strongly
challenging his perception of their
marriage as an unshakable foun-
dation. It is this confession on the
part of Alice, more than any actual
betrayal, that drives Bill to explore
the boundaries of his own desires,
sending him on a surreal journey
that tests the strength of Bill’s com-
mitment to Alice. It sets him on a
journey of transgression, both real
and imagined.

Kubrick treats infidelity in the
film as something more complex
than a mere physical act. Instead,
he shows how even the thought of
betrayal can be destabilising and
corrosive. Bill’s encounters with
various women during his Ulysses-
like nocturnal odyssey reflect his
conflicted emotions. However, the
fact that Bill contemplates it so
deeply, reveals the impact that a
partner's (here his wife Alice’s) fan-
tasies—or the sheer acknowledge-
ment that desire may exist outside
the marriage—poses a challenge
or rather a threat to the perceived
sanctity of a marital relationship.

Kubrick also examines the con-
structed roles and expectations

within marriage, especially around
the ideas of loyalty, control and
possession. Towards the beginning,
Bill seems to view his marriage as
secure and straightforward, while
Alice’s fantasy shatters thisnotion,
exposing an underlying need for
honesty and an acknowledgement
of personal desires. Interestingly
enough, itis Alice’s confession that
begins the self-exploratoryjourney
for Bill. The film’s ending hints
that, while their marriage has been
profoundly shaken, itis not neces-
sarily broken; instead, theyreach a
fragile but honest understanding
of the complexities of desire and
the importance of trust, and for-
giveness as they continue to accept
issues of marital infidelity.

The film blurs the line between
fantasy and reality, transgression
real and imagined, emphasising
that even the mere thought of infi-
delity or sexual experimentation
can have a profound impacton the
human psyche. Alice’s fantasies
are never acted upon, yet they are
powerful enough to destabilise Bill’s
perception of their marriage. They
are powerful enough to destabilise
the deeper recesses of the human
mind. In response, Bill becomes
almost obsessed with exploring his
own subconscious desires, as if to
validate or equalise the imbalance
he feels.

Bill'sjourney through the night-
time streets of New York and, even-
tually, to the surreal orgy scene
represents a dangerous, life-threat-
ening descent into his own sub-
conscious. He encounters a strange
and enigmatic orgy in a mysterious
password-protected mansion. Masks
in the orgy scene symbolise the
facades people wear to conceal
their true selves, a theme that
extends to marriage and personal
identity. The encounters he has,
accompanied by haunting music—
tempting but ultimately unful-
filled—mirror his inner struggle
between the thrill of the unknown
and his sense of moral duty. The
orgy scene is aworld of sexual free-
dom and anonymity thatis opposed
to the expectations of monogamous
marriage.

The allure of forbidden romance
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in Eyes Wide Shut is depicted as
both enticing and dangerous; it
exposes Bill to aspects of himself
he never fully acknowledged and
his adventures force him to grapple
with his own vulnerabilities, desires
and sexual jealousies. In the orgy,
sexual desireis presented as some-
thing primal and unrestrained,
existing outside societal norms.
The masked participants of high
society engage in bizarre rituals
that strip away individuality and
personal connection, suggesting
that in this hidden world, sexual
desire is untamed and devoid of
the emotional bonds typically asso-
ciated with intimacy. This setting
becomes both alluring and fright-
ening. In a different style altogether,
like Kubrick’s A Clockwork Orange,
Eyes Wide Shut reveals how the
allure of the forbidden can draw
individuals into dangerous territories
where desire is unfettered and
devoid of moral constraints.
Kubrick useslighting, set design,
costume, décor and music to heighten
the sensual and mysterious atmos-
phere. The mise-en-scene creates
animmersive, dream-like state that
reflects the characters’ internal con-
flicts, suggesting that desire and
fantasy often lie beneath the surface,
ever-present and influential, even
if unexpressed. In the end, Eyes
Wide Shut suggests that desire,
while natural and often unavoidable,
is complex and fraught with both
pleasure and peril. It raises questions
about the nature of commitment
and the boundaries between fantasy
and fidelity, urging the audience
to consider what lies beneath the
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desires that go unspoken in our
own lives.

Musicin Kubrick’s styleis never
justabackground;itdrives the nar-
rative and mood, with pieces like
Ligeti’s Musica Ricercata Il under-
scoring the repetitive, obsessive
quality of Bill's thoughts, and Pook’s
choral score heightening the mys-
terious allure of the orgy sequence.
This atmosphericlayering of music
and sound design creates a haunting,
immersive experience that conveys
the themes of repression, temptation,
and fear in a way that dialogue
alone cannot.

Kubrick’s stylein Eyes Wide Shut
combines technical mastery with
psychological nuance, creating a
film that feels as haunting as it is
enigmatic. His meticulous approach
to pacing, composition, music, and
symbolism weaves a surreal, immer-
sive experience thatinvites viewers
to confront the dark, unspoken
aspects of human nature. This
stylistic cohesion is what gives Eyes
Wide Shut its distinctive tone,
makingitboth a compelling explo-
ration of desire and fidelity and a
powerful visual and emotional expe-
rience.

Kubrick’s framing is carefully
controlled, and nearly every shot
is composed with a symmetrical,
almost clinical precision. He uses
awide-anglelens for manyinterior
shots, capturing the environments
around the characters in an all-
encompassing way as if exposing
every hidden corner of their lives.
This detached, controlled framing
also serves to highlight Bill's isolation,
portraying him as insignificantand

epaper.thestatesman.com
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vulnerable against the vastness of
his surroundings, whether he is in
hisapartment, on New York’s streets,
or inside the mansion at the orgy.
Kubrick's geometric compositions
lend an eerie beauty to the scenes,
as if the spaces themselves hold
secrets waiting to be uncovered.

Kubrick's exploration of desire—
its repression, allure, and moral
implications—reveals the tensions
between societal expectations and
personal impulses. Through the
lens of Bill and Alice’s marriage,
the film critiques the limitations
imposed by conventional norms
and highlights howunacknowledged
desires can disrupt even the most
seemingly secure relationships.
Ultimately, Kubrickinvites viewers
to confront the darker aspects of
human desire, illustrating that the
pursuit of intimacy is fraught with
challenges, contradictions, and
complexities that lie beneath the
surface of everyday life.

Eyes Wide Shut paints marriage
notasaperfectunion butasadelicate
balance between intimacy and indi-
viduality, with infidelity and fantasy
acting as forces that either destabilise
or deepen a relationship. After 25
years, as we revisit the legendary film-
maker’s last masterpiece, we see how
his nuanced exploration of marital
infidelity suggests that maintaining
a marriage requires confronting the
hidden aspects of oneself and one’s
partner, embracing both the beauty
and the difficulty that come with
commitment.

The writer is a film critic, and associate
professor, department of English,
Vidyasagar College for Women, Kolkata

moments andj
memories arej
shared with friends and
family. Embracing this ;
sentiment, Five and,
Dime hosted an excit-
ing ‘Mother-Child
Halloween’ gala
eventon 26 Octo-
ber, transformmg v
the eveninginto
a fun-filled
wonderland. j
Families j
gathered to
celebrate
their
excite-
ment,
with j

deli- "8
cious '
food, X
games,
and
themed
activities '\
addingto the'y
festive atmos-
phere The occa-
sionwas greeted'
by the special’
guest, principal Jes- ')
sica Gomes, along'}
with entrepreneur’
Sonika Dey and DJ?
Akash, therefore making"
itamemorable night for"
all.
Children and their moth-*

ers arrived in creative cos-"
tumes, ready to take part in W

worthwhile when |/

. The evening was filled with
]oy and laughter as families
A\ enjoyed arange of games
and activities. The tasty
\\ Halloween-themed
\ treats satisfied every-
‘4 one's cravings, while
vthe games kept
,everyone enter-
. tained throughout
. the night.

\.  Apeksha
v Lahiri, the
. owner of The
. Yellow Tur-
vtle and
b\ Five and
\ Dime,

\ shared
B\ her

/' vision
B/ behind
{'the

eventand
"her desire
‘to create a
‘special expe-
/'rience for fam-
‘ilies: “We want-
f'ed to create a
‘space where fam-
lilies could come
ftogether and enjoy
the magic of Hal-
/'loween in a fun and
/'safe environment. It's
{*always wonderful to see
the smiles and excitement
i on the faces of both children
/'and their parents.”
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PremierLeague:Liverpooltake

onBrightonwitheyeontopspot

Former Englishchampionsaimto dislodge defending champions Manchester City fromtop spot

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

iverpool FC will aim

to grab the top spot

inthe Premier League

points table when they
take on Brighton and Hove
Albion FC in front of their
home crowd at the Merseyside
on Saturday.

The Reds are currently
placed second with 22 points,
justone behind league leaders
Manchester City.

Liverpool's last contest
against Brighton - a League
Cup 4th round tie at the
American Express Stadium
in Brighton - saw the former
English champions scrape
through with anarrow, hard-
fought2-3 awaywin. However,
Staurday's contest is expected
to see both teams field
changed line-ups and the
fight is expected to be even
more fierce.

Brighton are facing prob-
lems due to injuries with
Adam Webster, Matthew
O’Riley, Solomon March and
former Liverpool star James
Milner ruled out of Saturday's
game while the availability
of Yankuba Minteh, Lewis
Dunk, Joao Pedro and Jack
Hinshelwood is still uncertain
and subjectto are late fitness
tests.

Brighton had a disap-
pointing 2-2 draw at home

in their last Premier League
game against struggling
Wolverhampton Wanderers.
That result followed a 0-1
away win against Newcastle
United and a stunning 3-2
home win against Tottenham
Hotspur. The Seagulls are
currently soaring on the

league table with a well-
earned sixth place, having
earned 16 points from nine
matches.

For Liverpool, Harvey
Elliott remains sidelined as
he continues his rehabilitation
from a fractured foot, while
Federico Chiesa is also out

foran undetermined period.
Alisson Becker, who sustained
a hamstring injury against
Crystal Palace, is also expected
to be out until early December
even as Diogo Jotais sidelined
with asuspected cracked rib
until after the next interna-
tional break.

Ahead of the 2-2 draw at
Arsenal in their last Premier
League game, Liverpool had
a successful Champions
League outing in Germany
where they overcame a strong
RB Leipzig.

That had followed an
impressive 2-1 victory at
home against formidable
Chelseain the Premier League.
However, Liverpool will have
to be far more focused in
their defensive third than
against Arsenal last week if
theyneed to come away with
a victory against tricky
Brighton.

Liverpool manager Arne
Slot was asked about the fit-
ness of Alisson Becker, Fed-
erico Chiesa and Diogo Jota
during his pre-match press
conference ahead of Satur-
day’s Premier League meeting
with Brighton and Hove
Albion.

"I think I said it already a
few times that it is always
difficult to tell you exactly
when they are ready because
especially the last phase of
therecovery can alwaysbe a
few days extra or less. The
factis that theyare not there
before the international break
and let’s see if they can join
us after. Chiesa is not back
before the international break,
but there is only a week to
go. We are hoping he can do
things again during the inter-

national break and that he
canjoinus afterwards," said
Slot.

Liverpool participated in
ahard-fought 2-2 draw against
Arsenal last week, which saw
them drop to second in the
points table, behind Man-
chester City.

The team then won their
Carabao Cup game 3-2 against
Brighton, the team they face
in the League on Saturday.

When asked if playing the
same team twice in a matter
of days was strange, the Dutch
head coach said, "In the older
Champions League or Europa
League world, if it went to
(knockouts) youfaced ateam
after a week again. So, in
football we are used to playing
the same team after a few
days. So, it’snotweird, espe-
cially because both teams
didn’t start with the team
theywill start with on Satur-
day."

"I think for both managers
it’s a positive thing because
you know even more about
the opponent. Although, play-
ers make the game and it is,
of course, a difference if a
different player plays. The
playing style might be the
same but the quality of the
players make nine out of 10
times the difference. That
changes the game on Saturday
compared to the one on
Wednesday," he added.

Ruben Amorimappointed
Man Umanagertill June 2027

AGENCIES
MANCHESTER, 1 NOVEMBER

Manchester United have
announced the appointment
of highly sought after man-
ager, Ruben Amorim as the
side’s new head coach on a
two and a half year contract
which has tied him at Old
Trafford till June 2027.

“Manchester United is
delighted to announce the
appointment of Ruben Amor-
im as Head Coach of the
men'’s first team, subject to
work visa requirements.

“He will join until June
2027 with a club option of
an additional year, once he
has fulfilled his obligations
to his current club. He will
join Manchester United on
Monday 11 November,” read
the statement by Manchester
United.

Ruben will be replacing
the current interim manager
Van Nistelrooy, who was
appointed after the sacking
of Erik Ten Hag, after the
November international break
on 11 November. “Ruben is
one of the most excitingand
highly rated young coaches
in European football. Highly
decorated as both a player
and coach, his titles include
winning the Primeira Liga
twice in Portugal with Sporting
CP; the first of which was
the club’s first title in 19
years. Ruud van Nistelrooy
will continue to take charge
of the team until Ruben
joins,” the statement added.

Manchester United have
reportedly spent up to 11
million euros for buying out
the remainder of Amorim’s
contract with the Portuguese
club, Sporting CP.

Paris Masters: Zverev, T'sitsipas, Dimitrovamongstars
inactionas power-packed quartertinals line-upemerges

AGENCIES
PARIS, 1 NOVEMBER

The quarterfinal matches for
the ongoing Paris Masters
tournament are set, with
Alexander Zverev, Stefanos
Tsitsipas, lastyear's runners-
up Grigor Dimitrovand Alex
de Minaur among the players
in action.

In the first quarterfinals,
Zverevwill take on Tsitsipas.
Zverev clinched his QF spot
following a win over local
favourite Arthur Fils in the
round of 16 by 6-4, 3-6, 6-3.
The world number three's
challenge, Tsitsipas, the 10th
seed, defated Francisco
Cerundolo by 6-7(1), 6-4, 6-
2 to reach the final eight.

The second QF will be
between Holger Rune and
Minaur. Rune triumphed
over Arthur Cazaux of France
by 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 in the round
of 16 while the Australia
Minaur secured a win over
Britain's Jack Draper by 5-7.
6-2, 6-3. The third quarterfinal
will witness Australia's Jordan
Thompson lock horns with
France's Ugo Humbert.
Thompson made it to the
QFsbybeating France's Adri-
an Mannarino by 7-5, 7-6
(7-5). On the other hand,
Humbertdelivered a shocking
result against Spanish sen-
sation Carlos Alcaraz, beating
him by 6-1, 3-6, 7-5.

The final quarterfinal will
witness last year's runners-

up Dimitrov against Karen
Khachanov. While Dimitrov
defeated Arthur Rinderknech
of France by 6-2, 4-6, 7-6 (7-
5). On the other hand,
Khachanov defeated Aus-
tralia's Alexei Popyrin by 7-
6 (7-5), 6-4 in two sets.

The tournament is the
finalmen's ATP Masters 1000

tournament of the season -
and thelast chance for players
to secure some valuable
points torise up in ATP Live
to Turin rankings. From the
ATP Finals point of view, this
tournament is really impor-
tant. Three of eight direct
qualification spots are still
open and the tournament

will start on November 10 in
Turin, Italy.

On Thursday, Ugo Hum-
bertstaged a stunning third-
round upset of Carlos Alcaraz.
The home favourite prevailed
6-1,3-6,7-5inarichlyenter-
taining encounter to book a
quarterfinal spotat hishome
ATP Masters 1000.

ITTF unveil 16
teams for Mixed
Team World Cup

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

With one month to go for
Mixed Team World Cup
2024, the International
Table Tennis Federation
(ITTF) unveiled the 16 qual-
ified teams that will battle
for the Guoliang-Sorling
Trophy from December 1-
8 in Chengdu, China.

The elite lineup features
Australia, Canada, China,
Chinese Taipei, Egypt,
France, Germany, India,
Japan, South Korea, Poland,
Romania, Singapore, Swe-
den, the United States, and
Hong Kong, representing
five continents.

Defending champions
Chinawill face stern com-
petition on home soil as
they aim to retain their
crown from the inaugural
2023 edition. The tourna-
mentalso features an inno-
vative three-stage format,
which will see a total of 52
matches across all stages
(24 in Stage 1, 24 in Stage
2, and 4 in Stage 3). In
Stage 1, the 16 teams will
be divided into four groups
of four, where the high-
est-ranked teams are placed
in different groups (1stin
Group 1, 2nd in Group 2,
3rd in Group 3, and 4th in
Group4), with the remain-
ing teams drawn two at a
time in seeding order.

FC Goaaimtoend home droughtagainst unbeaten Bengaluru FC

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
FATORDA, 1 NOVEMBER

Bengaluru FC and FC Goa,
two teams who have shared
ananimatingrivalry over the
years, are all set to rekindle
the duel as they face each
other at the Fatorda Stadium
in what is expected to be an
exciting Indian Super League
(ISL) clash on Saturday.
Both teams have been ISL
champions in the past, with
Bengaluru FC winning the
titlein 2018-19 and the Gaurs
clinching the League Shield
the following season. They
are on a mission to reclaim
that gloryin the current cam-
paign, and whilst their forms
have been at the opposite
ends of the spectrum thus
far, the incredible quality of
playersin their ranks assures
spectators of an engaging
encounter with a significant
lot to play for. Playing in
their backyard is usually sup-
posed to produce positive
results for teams, but such
hasn’t been the case for FC
Goa in recent times. They
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have now gone four games
without a victory at home,
their longest such streak in
theISL, and the quicker they
snap this — the better it will
be to fuel their efforts of
getting their fans to rally
behind them this season.
One factor that can help the
Gaurs turn around their form
is head coach Manolo Mar-
quez’s commendable record
against Bengaluru FC. The
coach’s teams have not lost

r

a game against the Blues in
his eight face-offs against
them. Bengaluru FC are one
of the two teams along with
East Bengal FC that he has
faced atleast thrice but never
lost against in the ISL. Can
his lucky charm against the
Blues propel the Gaurs to
success tomorrow?

With 16 points from six
games, thisis Bengaluru FC'’s
second-best start to an ISL
season — only behind the

2018-19 campaign when they
went on to finish atop the
table. They seem to be on
similar momentum this time
around, winning five encoun-
ters, drawing once, scoring
11 goals and conceding merely
once thus far. Bengaluru FC
have completed 82.1 percent
of passes, which is the highest
intheleague. They have evi-
dently been patient in their
build-up, asserting pressure
on the opposition’s backline,

taking the game to them,
and creating opportunities
that their efficient frontline
has been able to convert at
ease. The Blues also scored
thrice in their last away match,
which was a 3-1 win against
Kerala Blasters FC and the
last time they netted multiple
strikes on consecutive games
atthe opposition’shome was
a sequence of three games
between January-February
2023.
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Bengaluru Bulls geared up for
‘toughest’ Pro Kabaddi season

r’l

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 1 NOVEMBER

The Bengaluru Bulls, led by
Pardeep Narwal and coached
by the experienced Randhir
Singh Sehrawat, secured their
first win in a close contest
against Dabang Delhi KC in
their fifth match of Pro Kabad-
di League (PKL) Season 11.

Recently, the Bengaluru
Bulls staged a memorable
comeback, defeating Dabang
Delhi KC in grand style at
the GMCB Indoor Stadium
in Gachibowli, Hyderabad.
The Bulls clinched a thrilling
victory with a score of 34-
33.

"The win against Dabang
Delhi KChaslifted the team's
morale, bringing anew energy
as we played cohesively. As
a coach, I want to see my
team perform like this every
day, and Pardeep has been
outstandingas captain," said
Randhir Singh Sehrawat in
a PKL press release.

"Atfirst, our defence wasn't
clicking, but after a few suc-
cessful tackles, the team's
morale improved significantly.
My advice to the team is
always to fight hard, give
their all in the game, and
push right till the end," he
added.

Reflecting on the win,

skipper Pardeep Narwal com-
mented, "Since we hadn't
won, the team was feeling
low, but this victory haslifted
spirits in the camp."

Ahead of their upcoming
match against the Telugu
Titans on Saturday, the coach
remarked, "All the teams in
PKL Season 11 are balanced
and strong. This season prom-
isesto be one of the toughest
yet, with no team dominating
in a winning streak."

"Our preparations for the
next game are underway,
and I'm confident the Ben-
galuru Bulls will play well
and give it their all," he
concluded.

Women’sACT: Indiastar Salima
looking forward to thrilling hockey

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
RAJGIR, 1 NOVEMBER

With just 10 days left until
the start of the Bihar Women’s
Asian Champions Trophy
Rajgir 2024, the Indian
Women’s Hockey Captain
Salima Tete shared insights
into the preparations for the
tournament and said she is
looking forward to some
thrilling days of hockey in
Bihar.

The continental tourna-
ment is scheduled to take
place from November 11 to
20 atRajgir Hockey Stadium.
Top Asian teams, including
Paris 2024 silver medalist
China, along with Japan,
Korea, Malaysia, and Thailand,
are set to assemble in the
historic town of Rajgir.

"The anticipation and
excitement for the Women’s
Asian Champions Trophy is
in equal measure as we will
be playing at anew venue in
a beautiful town Rajgir. We

played an exhibition match
here in August and received
a great response from the
crowd. We'relooking forward
to returning to Rajgir and
playing our best hockey,"
said Salima.

Vice captain Navneet Kaur
added, "We were in Rajgirin
Augustandreceived awarm
reception from the crowd.

Now, they’ll have the oppor-
tunity to witness top Asian
teams playright in their town.
Bihar is also the birthplace
of our Chief Coach, Harendra
Sir, so thismakes even more
special occasion. We'relook-
ing forward to putting on a
great show for the people of
Rajgir and Bihar."

As India enters the tour-
nament as defending cham-
pions, expectations are high
for the team. Salima said,
"Last year, we had a memo-
rable outing in Ranchi, where
we clinched the Women's
Asian Champions Trophy
title. We know our fans have
even higher expectations this
time, and we're ready to take
on the challenge to defend
the title."

"We have had intense
training sessions at the SAI
Centrein Bengaluru. We are
prepared for the tournament
and are looking forward to
some thrilling days ofhockey
in Bihar," she added .



For more updates

Four senior guys led Mum-
bai Indians discussions,
says Jayawardene: Mum-
bai Indians head coach
Mahela Jayawardene has
revealed the senior quar-
tet of Rohit Sharma,
Jasprit Bumrah, Hardik
Pandya, and Suryakumar
Yadav took the leading
role in discussions about
how the five-time champi-
ons can move forward in
future. On Thursday, which
was IPL 2025 retentions
day, Ml announced retain-
ing their core quartet of
Bumrah, Suryakumar, cap-
tain Pandya and Rohit
along with young left-
handed batter Tilak Varma.
"We had extensive discus-
sions. | think the four sen-
ior guys led those discus-
sions. Obviously, what hap-
pened last season, as well
as how we collectively
move forward. | think that
was crucial for us to align
in that right direction. So
coaching staff, owners,
management, and these
four guys, the direction
came from them, what
heeds to be done, how it
heeds to go about. So, but
that's the leadership as
well. | know Hardik's being
appointed captain. We had
that conversation with
them. And obviously, Ro
led the retention part and
everyone agreed that
Boom's being the best
bowler in the world, he's
been very consistent.”

www.thestatesman.com

SARFARAZ WARNED BY UMPIRES FOR EXCESSIVE SLEDGING

Indian fielder Sarfaraz Khan was on Friday warned by the umpires in the pres-
ence of skipper Rohit Sharma for chirping even when the ball was in play, dur-
ing New Zealand's first innings in the third and final Test of the 2024 series
Bat the Wankhede Stadium. Umpire Richard lllingworth called up Sarfaraz
and Rohit and the three had a long animated discussion before the 32nd
over of the innings. The umpires were apparently unhappy as Sarfaraz,

became alive. Virat Kohli also joined in the discussion.

Kiwis pullIndiabackwith quick
wickets after Jadejaheroics

RavindraJadejatakes five-wicket haulasindiadismissvisitors for235 beforelosing quick wickets

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
MUMBAI, 1 NOVEMBER

ndia threw away the

advantage that Ravindra

Jadeja provided with his

14th Test five-wicket
haul by bowling New Zealand
out for 235, with the home
side losing three wickets in
the last two overs of the
opening day to end at 86 for
4,atthe Wankhede Stadium
here on Friday.

With India playing for
pride and avoid their first-
ever whitewash athome and
also vital World Test Cham-
pionship points, Ravindra
Jadeja (5/65) and Washington
Sundar (4/81) putthe home
side on the right paddle
before the quick fall of wickets
towards the fag end of the
day, left the day balanced.

India were cruising
towards stumps at 78/1 with
Yashasvi Jaiswal (30) and
Shubman Gill (31 not out)
dominating the proceedings
before being undone off an
audacious reverse sweep
from Jaiswal off Ajaz Patel.
Jaiswal’s wicket opened the
floodgates for the tourists
over the next 10 minutes
with  nightwatchman
Mohammed Siraj departing

first ball after burning a
review. Virat Kohli then per-
ished in an attempt to steal
arisky single with a drive to
mid-on, only for Matt Henry
toinflict further damage with
a direct hit at the bowler’s
end. The three wickets broke
the momentum that India
had in the day even after
losing skipper Rohit Sharma
for a run-a-ball 18.

Earlier in the day, Jadeja
braved excessive heat and

i 4

TR

humid conditions to bowl
22 unchanged oversandrun
through New Zealand’s mid-
dle and lower order. The
left-arm spinner was com-
plemented well by off-spinner
Washington Sundar, who
turned on the heat in the
morning session after the
Kiwis opted to bat after win-
ning the toss. Ravichandran
Ashwin had an off day and
returned wicketless as he
struggled to create animpact.

The visitorslost theirlast
seven wickets for just 76 runs
as Jadeja and Sundar ran
through the battingline-up.
The left-arm spinner was at
his lethal best as he went
past Zaheer Khan and Ishant
Sharma to break into the
top-five wicket-takers for
Indiain Tests. Daryl Mitchell
(82) and Will Young (71)
architected New Zealand’s
firstinnings total of 235, with
apartnership of 87 runs. The

Ponting decodes IPL retentions; expresses surprise
over move toomit ‘exciting’ Rishabh Pant, KL. Rahul

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

Ricky Ponting, who recently
took over as the head coach
of the Punjab Kings franchise
has revealed the strategies
his side used during the recent
Indian Premier League (IPL)
retention period and how
he plans to make his mark at
the upcoming auction.
Each franchise announced
their respective retention
lists on Thursday, with Ponting
and Punjab deciding to hold
on to just two uncapped play-
ers in Prabhsimran Singh
and Shashank Singh and
enter the auction well
equipped with funds and
ready to build a new squad.
It’s a bold strategy from
the Australian legend, with
international starslike South
Africa quick Kagiso Rabada,
England all-rounder Sam
Curran and India pacer
Arshdeep Singh among the
players that Punjab decided
not to retain ahead of next
year’s edition of the IPL.
Revealing his strategy,
Ponting said he was looking
forward to building a squad
from scratch with Punjab.
“I'm most excited about
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anew, fresh start. [t starts to
come together today, with
the retention list. It's well
documented as to what I've
done with Punjab. We're only
going in with two uncapped
players and we’re goinginto
the auction with the biggest
purse by alongway. So, we've
got the ability to putawhole
squad of players together,”
Ponting said. He went on to
discuss how he wanted Punjab
Kings, who have failed to
make the IPL playoffs since
2014, to play a completely
new brand of cricket. “A

couple of new coaching staff
came in as well (for Punjab
Kings). The main and most
important thing for me is
making this whole franchise
different. Makingit different
from outside, making the
results on-field look different,”
Ponting noted in the The
ICC Review. “Iwantus to be
the most dynamic and most
entertaining franchise and
group of players in the IPL.”

Anumber of Indiaregulars
such as KL Rahul, Rishabh
Pant and Shreyas Iyer were
let go by their respective

¥w

TATA

NEU NEU

o P

franchises and Ponting
expressed surprise at the
development.

“There are alot of exciting
players. So many. I'm a bit
surprised with some of the
non-Indianretentionsifyou
like, with both Shreyas Iyer
and Rishabh Pant being avail-
ablein the auctions,” Ponting
said.

“It was a bit surprising,
even KL Rahul to a certain
degree. It seems like indi-
viduals or franchises are busy
looking to move in different
directions to some of their

players.”

The development, how-
ever, means that teams will
have to strategise better with
respect to their team com-
position.

“Thisis where it gets excit-
ing. You've got to understand
who your number one target
isand how much moneyyou
are willing to pay for them.
That’s such a big part of it
(IPL), of getting the auction
right strategy-wise. And then
handing it over to us, as a
group of coaches,” he said.

Among those retained is
former India skipper MS
Dhoni, who at 43 years of
age continues to remain with
Chennai. When asked if
Dhoni’s role would evolve
for Chennai Super Kings,
Pontingstated thathe didn’t
expect a different approach
from the franchise.

“Two seasons back, he
had his worst season, but
then last year he bounced
back to really have some
impact on the game. MS
Dhoni evolved. I think it
might be the same, though
they might notlook at getting
him through the season,
maybe resting him for agame
or two," Ponting suggested.

Simple cricketing sense does not come through high tivesand huddles

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 1 NOVEMBER

Indiawentinto the final Test
match in a sombre mood,
havingalreadylost the series
against New Zealand 0-2. It
did come as a shockingresult,
especially as India has the
record of the most series
wins, 18 at home. This in
itself is a huge achievement
and one to be admired. The
loss did come as a surprise;
however, the uncertainty of
the great game of cricket had
otherideas. Nothingis taken
for granted, as one says in
cricket. None of the top Test
teams can be taken lightly.
Therefore, a defeat against
New Zealand is not the end
of the world. India is still
very much in the fray to
qualify for the World Test
championship and still lead
the ICCrankings. Test cricket
requires a completely different
approach and New Zealand
have managed to outsmart
India in their own backyard.
Their 0-2 Test series loss

against Sri Lanka earlier did
make one presume that India
will just steamroll over New
Zealand with ease. The present
Indian sideis an outstanding
outfit. They have all areas of
the game covered and even
the balance ofaside thathas
experience alongwith youth.
The problem thatIndia faces
is plenty of talent and each
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one trying to outperform the
other andlack of basic crick-
eting sense. Cricket in the
past has taught us that a
World XI team filled with
superstars still cannot ensure
success. It is how they gel as
ateam, supporting each other
and playing roles necessary
for the team's success, rather
than individual brilliance

that counts.

Cricketers in India, have
now become the face for cor-
porate advertising and their
image in the tinsel world
plays a major part in their
approach to the game. They
need to be flamboyant and
suave. This may be great to
watch for spectators; however,
Test cricket requires patience
and concentration and some-
how one can see these traits
are missing from the present
lot. These qualities are what
made Sunil Gavaskar, Rahul
Dravid, and from the present
lotin Cheteshwar Pujara and
Ajinkya Rahane the walls to
rely on for Indian cricket.
They stood tall to grind the
bowlers, which made batting
much easier for their team-
mates at the other end. The
most frustrating sight for a
bowler is to come pounding
down delivery after delivery
to find a defensive bat at the
end. Unfortunately, the Indian
team today have some excep-
tionally good stroke players;
however, theylack the ability

to play an innings of the
calibre required for Test crick-
et. Thisis necessary, especially
when aside needs to get back
on track after losing wickets
or tosaveagame. The prob-
lem that India also faces is
of their new generation of
fans and followers. Brought
up in the atmosphere of the
limited overs version, the
strikerate, glamorous shots,
and aggressive stroke playis
what they admire. A batter
who does not conform to it
is either booed or looked
upon as one as a plodder.
The IPL selection of players
is a good example of the
repercussions that a good
Test batter faces when one
isup for auction. An unknown
and untested player super-
sedes an established Test
player. One fails to understand
why. A successful Test batter
may not have the ability to
hit plenty of sixes in an over.
But with precise placement
and controlled aggression,
one can be equally
effective.

partnership helped the
tourists rebuild the ship after
Sundar struck twice in quick
succession with the wickets
of Tom Latham and Rachin
Ravindra. Latham scored 28
off 44 before being bowled
by Sundar. In the next couple
of overs, the tweaker hit the
off stump of Ravindra with
a near identical delivery to
leave New Zealand delicately
poised at 72-3. However,
Mitchell and Young survived
the nervous half an hour
before the lunch break as
both their edges were threat-
ened regularly. Post lunch,
though, the pitch settled
down for an hour and a bit,
but with the Mercury rising
to 37 degrees, the conditions
were demanding for the ones
on the field. Young and
Mitchell, though, looked at
ease, and employed the
sweeps and reverse-sweeps
to good effect, before Young
danced down the wicket to
bring up his first fifty of the
series. With Jadeja going on
from one end consistently,
he finallymanaged to extract
a turn off even at high pace
—somethingwhich triggered
the New Zealand collapse
from a comfortable 159 for
3 to 235 all out.

Anish becomes youngest
FIDE-rated chess player:
Anish Sarkar became the
youngest-ever FIDE-rated
player, after an impressive
Elo rating of 1555 on Fri-
day. At just three years,
eight months, and 19 days
old, he has claimed the title
of the youngest FIDE-rated
chess player. Anish
debuted at the 1st All Ben-
gal Rapid Rating Open
2024, where he scored an
impressive 5 points from
11 games. Just weeks later,
Anish had the opportunity
to play against Grandmas-
ter Arjun Erigaisi, India s
top player. acencies
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Jadejastill hoping forvictory
after Team India slump to 86/4

AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 1 NOVEMBER

Though India squandered
the advantage after bowling
out New Zealand for 235 on
the first day of the third Test
by slumpingto 86/4, Ravindra
Jadeja, who claimed his 14th
five-wicket haul for the hosts,
said all is not lost and they
can still make a comeback.

India looked to be in a
strong position as Yashasvi
Jaiswal and Shubman Gill
added fifty runs for the second
wicket to take the score to
79/1. With 3-4 overs to go
for the day, Jaiswal had a
brain fade and played a
reverse sweep against Ajaz
Patel and got bowled for 30.

The Indian team man-
agement sent Mohd Siraj as
a nightwatchman and he
departed for a golden ball
duck, making it two wickets
in two balls for Patel. Virat
Kohli then ran himself out
as Indialost three quick wick-
ets and were struggling at
86/4 at the end of the first
day. ButJadeja said allis not
lost. "We still have a chance
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The Statesman is looking
for the most beautiful and
best-dressed women in
Indian and Western attire.
And you could be the
lucky one to win the

coveted prize!

in this match and it is not
thatwe are out of the match,
Hopefully, we will bat well
tomorrow somethingis hap-
pening with the wicket, some-
thing or the other is hap-
pening, so if we bowl well in
the second innings, then it
will be good," he said in the
post-match press conference.

Jadejasaid bowlingin the
scorching hot and humid
conditions at Wankhede Sta-
dium was challenging as at
times gripping the ball was
difficult because of excessive
sweating. "It was very chal-
lenging. There was a time
when I was not even able to
grip the ball. But all these
things count at the interna-
tionallevel. You have to pre-
pare for these conditions as
well. When you come to prac-
tice in such conditions you
getanidea of whatwill happen
in the match. We were men-
tally ready for this would
happen, so no excuses can
be given. It was important
tokeep the ball and the hands
dry as far as possible but
sometimesitwas difficult to
grip," he said.

The Statesman is organising a competition and those who wish to participate, can
send in their picture in Indian or Indo-western dress.

You can post your pics between 9th October and 2Znd November, 2024 at
pujaiithestatesmangroup.com along with your name, address, phone number and
email. The minimum age for participation is 18 years.

The lucky ones will get attractive prizes and their photos and names
will be published in the newspaper.*

9830874087,/8420298752

*Terms & Conditions apply
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