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Amid farm stir, Centre says will procure

: SHAH SLAMS TMC FOR
‘STATE-SPONSORED
INFILTRATION’ NATION

grain, have enough storage space

Food Minister cIamstheres No Crisis, caunors Punjabfarmersagainst ‘misinformation’

ADH[TAND{:N

NEW DELHI, DCTOBER 27

The Centre on Sunday
stepped in to defuse ongo-
ing tensions around paddy
procurement challenges in
Punjab. It assured farmers
of procurement of “every
single grain” and cautioned
them against “misinforma-
tion about lack of space to
store paddy”.

“There is no orisis at all
Please try and understand.
We have already shared the
plan for creation of storage
space with the Pumab Gov-
ernment, Movement of food-
grain outside the state is
also underway. There is no
problem on  the pround.
Either wrong information or
misinformation 15 being
spread on the ground,” said
Food Minister Pralhad Joshi
on Sunday. He was respond-
ing to a query by The Tri-
bune on why the crisis came
about in the first place when
standard protocols on paddy
procurement and foodgrain
movement were in place.

Joshi said as on date, the
FCI had 14 lakh metnc
tonnes (LMT)of storage space

105 kg heroinseized
asmajor drugracket
bustedin Amritsar

AMRITSAR: The Pungab Police
on Sunday daimed to have
busted a major drug racket
after thesezure of 100 kg hem-
in and the amrest of two assoc-
ates of Turkev-based drug
smuggler Navpredt Singh,
alias Nav Bhullar, The serzure,
one of the bigeest in the state,
wis made follovang a massive
operation in Amritsar's Baba
Bakala on Saturday maght. A
huge quantity of scheduled
drugs and five forepn-made
pistols were also seized. INSIDE

NC MLA detained
at Srinagar airport

with 2 live rounds
SRINAGAR: An MLA of the rul-
ing National Conference was
detamed on Sunday at the Sri-
nagar International Airport
after two live rounds were
detected in his baggage, offi-
cials sad. Bashir Ahmad
Veerd, the MLA from
Snpufwara-Bybehara Assem-
bly seat, was stopped for ques-
tioning at the airport when the
X-ray scan led to the recovery
of two live rounds from his
baggage, they said. Veer: was
travelling to Jammu on an
IndiGo flight. —PTI

Food and Public Distribution Minister Pralhad Joshi addressesa
press conference in New Delhi on Sunday. PHOTO: MANAS RANIAN BHLI

HIGH-LEVEL PANEL TU MONITOR MOVEMENT
| ® New app created where rice

c HigiHevel panel setup under
the FCICMDta ronitor move-
mental foodgrain (13-15
LT/ rmonth) out of Punjab

mmillers can past grievances,
which will be resoled within
three working days

CENTRE'S PLAN
FOR PUNJAB

= Total padﬁltnheu'mm:lm
Punjab is 185 lakh metric tonnes
{ LMTY; will vield 124 LMT fce
{which millers will provice)

B Average fce procurement from
Punjab till March in last five
years has been 84 LMT

ESpace available with the FCl as
of Sunday is 14 LMT, itwill rise
to 16 LMT by November 1

B Average rice procurement from
Punjab (in the last 5 years) till
December has been 15.5 LMT

BThere's a plan to move 1315 LMT
grains from Punjab per month

®The Centre has approved 31
LMT storage space for Punjab
under the private entrepreneur
ship guarantee scheme

BThe storage space will be ready
by June by when entire 124 LMT
reewill be procured

available and this would nise
to 16 LMT by Nowvember 1.
Explamnmg there was nocn-
sis, Fhod Secretary Sanjeev
Chopra told The Tribune that
over the last five years, aver-
age paddy procurement until
December had been 155
LMT. “We will already have
16 LMT space by November 1

and would have ereated more
by moving out more food-
grain by December. So there
15 no crisis.” he said.

The Centre has also formed
a high-level committee
under Food Comporation of
India (FCI) CMD Vineeta
sharma to monitor the
movement of foodgrain out-

gide Punjab for the kharif
marketing season. To further

resolve prievances of Pun-
jab's millers, the FCI has
also created an application
on which their grievances
will be resolved within three
working days.

The app 15 vel to be
launched but has been host-

Want to focus on one job: Mann

likely to quit as AAP Punjab chief

RucHika M KHANNA &
Ravi DHALIWAL
:I'H.IHI!"\I MEWS SEHVICE
CHANDIGARH/ DERA BABANANAK,
DUTOBER 27
The Aam Aadmi Party in
Punjab is likely to get a new
state chief. Though the talk
of achange in the state unit's
orgamsational structure has
been doing the rounds for
quite some time, the same
was confirmed by CM Bhag-
want Mann while campaipn-
ing at Chabbewal and Dera
Baba Nanak on Sunday:
“Holding two posts adds to
the pressure of working as
CM. It will be appropriate if I
put in my papers as state pres-
ident so that I can completely
forus on my mle as Punjab
CM.” he sad DMann was
appointed AAP's state chief
in January 2019. He has been
holding the dual charge after
he became CM mn March 2022
The top brass is considenn g
banging in a yvoung, prefer-
ably Hindu., leader Party
sources told The Trmbune that
the name of New and Renew-
able Energy Minister Aman
Arora was being considered
Since  AAP  has  already

y
-
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PRESSURE OF 2 POSTS

&6 It will be appropriate if
| putin my papers as the

state president sothat |
cancompletely focus on

my role as the Punjab CM.
Holding two posts adds to
pressure. Bhagwant Mann, cu

MINISTER AMAN ARORA IN THE RECKONING?

Snurnea in the ﬁamhéﬂm F’artyﬁard The tﬂp hraaﬁls mnslﬂer-
Ing bringing ina young, preferably Hindu, leader. The name af
state minister AmanArora s being considered, the sourees said.

appointed six Dalit ministers,
the party, as part of its social
engFneering, 15 keen on woo-
ing the Hindu woters by
appointing a member from
the community as state chief,
There was a talk of appoint-
ing a new party president List
vear as well, but Mann appar-
ently had his way and Budhla-
da MLA Budh Ram was then
appointed as state working
president alon gside Mann.
Mann's statement came on
a day he returned from Delha,
where he met top party lead-
ers. Notonly does it sipnal that
the AAP leadership led by

Arvind Kejnwal is looking at

keeping party s organisation

separate from govemance, it
15 also being percerved as a

leap towards setting the ball

rolling for its 2027 Punjab
elections by starting to infuse

a new lease of life in the par-
ty's organisational structure,
In a recent interview with
The Tribune, party's general
secretary Hamhand Sinph

Barsat had also hinted at
change in the party's state

unit. He had said, *Change is
abwayvs better, although it is
the prerogative of national
convener Arvind Kejriwal.”

ed on the FCI website, Joshi
said he had also spoken to
Punjab Chief Minister Bha p-
want Mann and asked him to
speed up the procurement
process thmugh state apgen-
cies and cooperate with the
Centre for foodgrain hfting.
Asked why the procurement
was delayed, Joshi said, “Due
to heavy rains this vear, the
Punjab Government had
specifically requested us to
start procurement from Octo-
ber 1, which we did.”

The minister said creation
of space was the responsibili-
ty of the Food Ministry and
the FCI, and would be taken
care of.“We strongly stand by
the fammers of Punjab and
will fulfil our commitment to
procure 185 LMT paddy Not
a zingle prain will be left
behind., Everything will be
procured by the FCI at the
MSP of Rs 2,300 per quintal,
whichwasaround Rs 1.310in
2013-14." Joshi sad.

The mmnister said as on
date, 54.36 LMT of paddy had
amrived in the mandis of Pun-
jab as against 65 LMT on this
date last year. “ 30 we are lag-
ging behind last year by only

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SOﬂights re::eive'
hoaxbombthreat;
350 hitin2weeks

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 27
At least 50 flights operated by

Indian airlines received

bomb threats and two of

them were diverted on Sun-
day, according to sources,

In 14 days, more than 350
fhights operated by the Indi
an camiers have mreceived

hoax bomb threats. Most of

the threats were issued
through socal media.

Akasa Air on Sunday said 15
ofits flights got security alerts
and after thorough mspec-
tions, all aircraff were released
for operatinns. The sources in
the know sad IndiGo
recemved threats for 18 fheghts
and Vistara for 17 flights.

At least two IndiGo flights
were diverted following
threats. Its fhght 6E 133
(Pune to Jodhpur) was divert-
ed to Ahmedabad and 6E 87
(Knzhikode to Dammam)
was diverted to Mumbai an
official said. According to an
IndiGo statement. the flights

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

PM ANNOUNCES 150TH
BIRTH ANNIV CELEBRATIONS

OF BIRSA BACK PAGE

Anantismog gun being used at Kartavya Path to curb air pollution in Mew Delhi on Sunday. P11

Betore Diwali, air 'very poor’
in Delhi, ‘poor in 11 Hry cities

Thick smog engulfs Capital | Relief unlikely in coming days

SamAap HoQuE &
NITISH SHARMA
NEW DELHI/ KAIRUKSHET RA, OCT 27
Delhi's air quality deteriomt-
ed sharply on Sunday. The
Capital recorded an alarming
2-hour average air quality
index (AQI)} of 356, pladng it
in the “very poor” category.
This marks a stark dechine
from the recent days when
strong winds had briefly
mproved the pollution levels,
Several areas experienced

“severe”  pollution levels
(AQI over 400), signifving
extremely hazardous airn
acoording to the Central Pol-
lution Control Board (CPCB).

Data from 36 out of 40 moni-
toring stations was shared by
the depatment. Among
these, eight stations — Anand
Vihar, Abpur Bawana,
Jahangirpuri, Mundka, Wazir-
pur, Vivek Vihar and Sonia
Vihar — had AQI readings in
the “severe” category, while
the remaining 23 were in the

India may get 26/11
plotters custody soon

TREBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 27
Pmobe agencies are hopeful
that Canadian-Pakistani citi-
zen Tahawwur Rana, whowas
invobved in the 26/ 1 Mumba
terror attacks, might be exdra-
dited to India from the US
before the vearend. Rana 1s
learnt to have lost two appeals
against the extradibion process
in American courts,

sources said Rana (63) now
had a 45day window to
appeal in the TS supreme
court. An appeal fled by
Rana, seeking re-hearing of
his extradition case, was
ejected by US oourt of
appeals last month.

The court ruled that suffi-
cdent evidence had been
recetved from India to sup-
port the magistrate judge's
finding of probable cause that
Rana had committed the
crimes for which he had been
charged with. Rana is a Pak-
istan-ongin Canadian busi-
nessman. After a brief stint as
adoctor in the Pakistan anmy;
he had shifted to Canada.

Later, he had set up a consul-
taney firm in Chicapgn. The

RANA'S FIRM PROVIDED
COVER TO HEADLEY

BTahawwur Ranais a F‘al{-ﬂrl-'
ginCanadian businessman

B Accused Rana hadset up a
consutancy finm in Chicago

= Mumbai branch ‘provid-
ed' accused David Headley
cover tosuney 26/11 targets

company's Mumbal branch
had mpotedly provided
another 2611 accused David
Coleman Headlew, who 15 cur-
rently in custody in the TS,
with thecoverto scout and sur-
vey targets for Paldstand terror
group Lashkare-Thiba (LeT).
During the attacks, which
began on November 26, 2008,
10 LeT terromsts stormed
Mumbai and for four days tar-
geted several areas, As many
as 166 persons, inchiding sic
Americans, were killed

58% Canadians teel country taking in excess immigrants, say economy suflering

JUPINDERJIT SINGH
THIHUENH MEOWS SENVECH

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 27

A majority of Canadians feel
there 15 too much Immigra-
tion to the country, according
to a study by the Enmimnics
Institute, It further said pubhic
support for mnougration to
Canada was decreasing.

The Asian Pacific Post
reported today that aceord-
ing to the country’s longest-
running survey on immigra-
tion by the Environics
Institute, almost six in 10
{58%) Canadians alhshy
believe the country was
accepting too many immi-

grants, *This reflects a 14-
pomt increase snce 2023
This builds on a 17-point
increase over the previous
vear (2022 to 2023)," said the
study, uploaded on the inst-
tute's website this weelk.

The Environics Institute
for Survey Hesearch was
established by DMichael
Adamsin 2006 to survey pub-
lic opimion on the issues
shaping Canada’s future. Tt
15thmugh such research that
Canadians can better under-
stand themselves and their
changing society.” the nsti-
tute saud on its website,

The study pomnted out,

MANY REFUGEES FAKE
®® Overthe past year, an
increasing number of
Canadians feel many
claimingto be refugees
are not real refugees and THEIR {:ﬂlrll':E. RNS -
that too many immigrants | ™ Shortage of housing for
are not adopting immigrantsin Canada
. B Sate of the economy and
Canadian values. Environics S niaton: iokenis
Institute for Survey Research strain on the publicfinances
“Over thepast year. anincreas- many immigrants are not

ing proportion of Canadians
agree that many people
claiming to be refugees are
not real refugees and that too

adopting Canadian values. In
both the cases, the opinion
reflects a notable uptick
concerns  follbwang several

yvears of notable stahility.”

The study said this was a
notable change “over a two-
vear period since Foeus Cana-
da began asking this question
in 1977 and reflects the largest
proportion of Canaduans who
say there has been too much
immigration since 19937

The study mentioned, “For
the first time in a quarter-cen-
tury, a dear majority of Cana-
dians say there is too much
immigration, with thas view
strengthening considerably
for the second consecutive
vear This trend is evident
across the population but is
most significant mm the

Tl iy e = of 16 pages, mndiuding faur-page Dedni Tribune.

Praine provinces, while least
so1n Quebec.” It said Conser-
vatve Party supporters wene
mostly in agreement about
too much immigration {now
up to 80 per cent) while 45 per
cent of the Liberal Party and
36 per cent of the NDP back-
ers fell the same.

Though almost seven m 10
apree that immigration has
had a positive impact on the
Canadian economy, but this
number has dedined for the
second oonsecutive  year
since 2023, this view has
weakened most significant-
ly in the Prairie provinces
and among yvoung Canadi-

ans (1829 ape group).
Regarding the reasonsto dis-
courage immigration, Cana-
dians had concems about
how newcomers could be
accommodated given the
lack and affordability of
housing, as well as concerns
about the state of the econo-
my, about overpopulation,
and the potential strain on
public finances.

Arcording to Canada’s latest
Immigration Levels Plan for
20242026, the country intends
to welcome 485000 new
immigrants in 2024 and anoth-
er 5.00.000 in both 2025 and
2026, said the Asia Pacific Post.

“very poor” category. An AQT
between zero and 50 1s consid-
ered “good”, 51 and 100 “satis-
factory”, 101 and 2 *moder-
ate”, 201 and 300 “poor”, 301
and 400 “very poor”, and 401
and 500 “sever”,

With rsing pollution, resiy
dents, especially children and
eldedy, and those with res pira-
tory issues, have been advised
to take precautions. A laver of
smog engulfed the city in the
early hours on Sunday,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

HCadmitsCBl's

appeal against
Sajjan’s acquittal
in1984riots case
N EWDELHI, DCTOEER 27

The Delhi High Court has
admitted an appeal by the
CBI against the acquittal of
former Congress MP Sapjan
Kumar and others in a mur-
derand rioting case related to
the 1934 anti-Sikh riots.

In an order passed on Octo-
ber 21, a Bench of Justices
Prathiba M Singh and Amit
Sharma granted ‘leave to
appeal’ to the pmobe apency
agamst the trial court’s dea-

TRIAL COURT ACQUITTED HIM
GIVING 'BENEFIT OF DOUBT'

sion of September 20, 2023,
and listed the matter for fur-
ther consideration in Decem-
ber. ‘Lieave to appeal’ 15 a for-
mal permission granted by a
court to a party to challenge a
deasion in a higher court.

“In the opinion of this
court, the CBI's leave to
appeal deserves to be prant-
ed..The leave petition is
allowed... Admit,” the court
gaid in the order. The court
also admitted the appeal by
the victim, Sheela Kaur, ina
case against the order of
acoqguittal and asked the reg-
istry to put up a report on the
exstence of any  other
appeals relating to the 1984
ricts against the present
accused persons,

On September 20, 2023,
Special Judge Geetanjli Goel
had acquitted Kumar in the
case by giving him the “ben-
efit of doubt” and said the
prosecution “failed to prove
the charge against the
accused persons beyond rea-
sonable doubt”.

The trial court had also
acquitted two other acceused,
Ved Prakash Pial and Brah-
manand Gupta,
holding that f;-‘"_ﬁ,k
the prosecu-
tion failed to
prove the case
of murder and
CONTINUED ]
ONPAGE B
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Rajasthan Roadways buses being challaned in Haryana.

Free busride by cop
triggers challan
war with Rajasthan

DEEPENDER [DESWAL
HISAR, OCTOBER 27
An attempt of a free nde by a
Haryana policewoman in a
Rajasthan Roadways bus has
triggered a tussle between
the transport authonties of
the two states, Transport and
police authorities at both
gsides have been 1ssuing chal-
lans to the public transport
buses from opposite states,
The issue reportedly
flared up three days ago
when a Haryana police-
woman took a Rajasthan
Roadways (RR) bus to reach
her destination. When the
conductor of the bus asked
for a ticket, she refused to
pay the fare stating that she
belonged to the Haryana
Police, which provided cops
travel facilities in Harvana
Roadways. The woman cop
refused to get off the bus
and also did not pay the
fare. Sources said after the
incident, the Haryana
Police authorities issued
challans to some Rajasthan
buses in the last three days.
In retaliation, the
Rajasthan police and trans-
port authorities today issued
challans of 26 Harvana Road-
wiiy's buses in the Jaipur area
only. The challans were
issued for not wearing the

26 state buses issued
challan in Jaipur

dress by the driver and even
wrong-lane driving.

Harvana Roadways
sources said the action by
Rajasthan autharities
seemed improper and bilased.
The roadways staff were not
at any fault if the police or the
transport  authorities  1n
Harvana had 1ssued challans
to their (Rajasthan) buses in
Haryana. “But the string of
challans have adversely
impacted the Haryana Road-
ways  services and  the
drivers are upset over this”
said an official.

Amit Mahrana, the
Harvana Roadways Union
president said it was a serious
matter and a committee took
up the matter with senior offi-
cials of the Harvana Trns-
port Department today itself.
He said the committee would
meet the Director General in
Chandigarh tomomow to
intervene I the matter.
Sujan Singh, DG, state Trans-
port, when contacted by The
Tribune sad the matter had
been brought to his notice,
“We will take up the matter at
the appropriate platform and
resobve it,” he said.

!ﬂ "3 Lobbying begins for posts of
w & board, corporation chairman

In race are MLAs who missed ministerial bus, leaders who lost elections

PRADEEP SHARMA

THIHIENE NBAY S SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 27
With the BJP forming the
government forthethird time
in a mow in Harvana, intense
lobbying has started for the
posts of chairmen of various
boards and corporations.

MLAs of the ruling party,
who missed the ministerial
bus, and other senior leaders,
including the BJP candidates
losing the Assembly poll. are
lobbying for the prized posi-
tions of chairmen of varous
boards and corporations.

Chief Minister Navab
Singh Saini inducted 13
MLAs into his ministry leav-
ing no slot vacant, while two
MLAs were elected as the
speaker and Deputy Speak-
erof the Vidhan Sabha.

As many as 32 MLAs of the
saffron party and three Inde-
pendent MLAs extending
support to the ruling party are
vel to be ‘adjusted’ by the
ruling party These are
besides the sendor BJP lead-
ers who lost the recent poll
and other office-bearers of the

SUITABLE REWARD SOON

50 The MLAs missing the ministeral bus and other
senior leaders would be suitably rewarded for their
hard work and commitment to the party ideology in
due course of time. Asenior BIP functionary

UNDERMINING VICTIMS' TRUST

The chaimenof boards and corporations enjoy privileges such
as pay, perks, official vehicle and accommodation. Theyalso
wield considerable influence in policy matters, especially during
reetings, including those of the board of directors.

party eveing the plum posts,

There are at least two dozen
boards and corporations in
Harvana whose chaimmen
are ‘political appointees’. In
the past, a number of MLAs
and senior leader owing alle-
glance to the ruling party
have been appointed as
chairmen of these statutory
bodies. In fact, the Indepen-
dent MLAs supporting the
government are usually
appointed as chairmen of
prominent boards,

sources said these leaders
were approaching the party
high command and senior
gtate leaders, including Saini

and BJP chief Mohan Lal
Badoh, in this regard. “All con-
nections, including their RSS
links, are being used to pet the
plum posts,” the sources said.

Prominent among the
boards and corporations are
— Harvana Bureau of Public
Enterprises, Harvana Land
Redamation and Develop-
ment Corpormtion, Harvana
Agro Industries Corporation
Limited, Harvana Housing
Board, Sugarfed. Harvana
Khadi and Village Industries
Board, Harvana Women
Development Corporation,
HAFED, Harvana Bacloward
Classes Welfare Comoration,

Haryana Vyapari Kalyan
Board, Hareo Bank, Harvana
Youth Commission, Harvana
Scheduled Castes Finance
and Development Corpomni-
tion amd Haryvana Dairy
Development Co-Operative
Federation Limited.

A majority of these boards
and corporations have huge
budgets and diseretion at the
disposal of their chaimmen,
The boards and corporations
work in ooordination with
various ministries, but they
enjoy a degree of autonomy:
Besides pay and perks, the
chairmen enjoy privileges
like official vehicle, accom-
modation and allowances.

A senior functionary of the
BJP government said since
they were a ‘worker-centrie’
party, the party rewarded its
dedicated workers with posi-
tions at vanous levels of gov-
emment. “The MLAs miss-
ing the ministerial bus and
other senior lead ers would be
suitably rewarded for their
hard work and commitment
to the party deology in due
course of ime,” he asserted.

SEXUAL HARASSMENT OF COPS

Women panel

summons DGP
Fatehabad SP

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HISAR, DCTOBER 27
Harvana State Commission
for Women has asked the
Director General of Police
(DGP) and the Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) of Fate-
habad district with detailed
action taken report (ATR)
into the allegations of sexual
harassment by women cops
against an IPSofficer,

The commission has writ-
ten an e-mail to the
Haryvana DGP the Fate-
habad SP and others ask-
ing for the details of the
allegations which are
reportedly being probed by
the Fatehabad SP a woman
IPS officer. The inquiry
was initiated following a
four-page complaint letter
containing serious allega-
tions of sexual exploitation
of women cops that went
viral on social media.

The commission has
asked the officers con-
cerned to appear before its

chairperson Renu Bhatia
along with the ATR and
report to the inquiry com-
mittee on October 20 in
Faridabad. The commission
has summoned the officers
under Rule 10 (1) of the
Harvana State Commission
for Women Act 2012,

Notably, the male IPS
officer in a district In
Harvana has faced allega-
tions of sexual exploitation
by some policewomen
deploved 1n the same dis-
trict. The complaint has
gone wviral on the social
media after which the state
government has reportedly
taken cognisance of it.

The four-page printed
complaint which has signa-
tures by seven women who
claimed to be police women
and victims of the officer
was addressed to Chief Min-
ister Nayab Singh Saini.
BJP state president Mohan
Lal Badoli had also stated
that the matter would be
inquired into.

NITISH SHARMA

THIHNE MWIESW SSENVICL

New Vidhan Sabha uﬂdmg amongtop priorities

KURUKSHETRA, OCTOBER 27
Vidhan Sabha  Speaker
Harvinder Kalvan today said
getting anew Harvana Assem-
bly building constructed wall
be among his top priorities.

Kalyvan was accorded a
rousing welcome by BIP
leaders and workers at Piph
Pamkeet mn EKurukshetra,
when he was on hiswayvfrom
Chandigarh to Karnal For-
mer Thanesar MLA Subhash
Sudha was also present to
welcorme him.

Speaking to mediapersons,
Kalyvansad: “T am gratefulto
all the members of the
Haryana Assembly for unan-

imously electing me as the
Speaker. The Assembly is a
place where all the elected
representatives express their
thoughts and raise the
demands of their respective
areas and public issues. As
the Speaker of the Assembly,
it is my duty to give adequate
time to all members so that
the ssuescould be discussed
and resolved. A positive
atmosphere will be created
and it will be ensured that
the Assembly works in a
smooth manner”.

About the demand of a new
Assembly building, he sad:
“In the coming days, a new
Assembly building will be the
requirement of the state

Speaker Harvinder Kalyvan being welcomed in Kurnukshetm on Sunday.

because when the delimita-
tion 15 camed out, the num-
ber of MLAs and MPs will

intrease in the state. While
the Central povemment has
already pot a new Padiament,

Harvana also needs a new
Assembly bullding for which
the process has been already
mitiated. Getting a new
Assembly building will be
among my top priorities
besides the other projects
and reforms.”

“More vouth and women
representatives being elect-
ed in the Assembly 15 a good
beginning for society. The
country and the state wall
move forward in a meaning-
ful direction. Our country is
a young nation and the rep-
resentation of voungsters
will benefit everyvone. Simi-
larly, an increase in the rep-
resentation of women in the
Assembly will definitely

Speaker

strengthen society,” he said.
Kalyan also said orientation
camps and workshops
would be organised for the
MLAs so that they are fully
mformed about all the rules
and legislatve work related
to the Assembhy.

“Kurukshetra has seen
unprecedented development
over the past 10 years, Sub-
hash Sudha played animpor-
tant role in this development.
After the BJP came to power,
the status of Kurukshetra has
mereased at the world level.
Under the leadership of Chief
Minister Navab Singh Saini,
all 90 sepments of Harvana
will witness equal develop-
ment,” he said.

Farmers satisfied
with procurement
process: Minister
YAMUNANAGAR, OCTOBER 27
Apriculture Minister Shyam
smgh Rana said farmers
were  satisfied wath  the
arrangements made by the
Harvana Government to pio-
cure paddy and millet.

He said keeping in mind the
inferests of the farmers, the
state government was sending
the money of crops purchased
by the govemment directly to
the bank account of the farm-
ers, He firther said more than
Rs=6.833 crore had been paid to
paddy and millet farmers in
the state so far Of the total
amount, Bs 6191 crore had
been paid to paddy farmers
and Hs 642 crore to millet
farmers, he added. — TNS

NHRC notice to Fbad admn over labour laws violation

BITENDRA AHLAWAT
FARIDABAD, OCTOBER 27
The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has
1=sued a notice to the district
authorites seeking a factual
repart of the matter regard-
ing the rescue of 53 bonded
labourers from a brick kilnin
April this vear. The commis-
sion has directed the office of
the DC and the Labour Com-
missioner to submit the reply
wit hin four weeks.
“Complainant Nirmal
Gorana, convener, Nabtonal
Campaign Committee R
Eradication of Bonded
Labour (NCCEBL), an NGO
based n New Delhi, has
lodged a complaint thatthe 53
labourers that were kept in

bondage were rescued from
the Bhumiya Bhatta Compa-
ny located in Ballabgarh sub-
division on April 27 this vear,”
says the notice 1ssued by the
NHRC onOctober 25.

It further says officals that
visited the spot allegedly
threatened and forced the
labourersto sign a false state-
ment prepared by the rescue
team rather than reconding
ther accurate statements, As
members of a marginalised
community belonging to the
Scheduled Caste, labourers
were trafficked and forcibly
held inbondage. As the com-
plamnant has requested the
release of the labourers, pay-
ment of wages, recording of
the statements, and a far
investigation, 1t is found that

RESCUE OF 53
BONDED LABOURERS

Rescue team officials have been
accused offoreing labourers
tosign afalse staternent. The
MHRC has directed the Labour
Commissioner andthe DC,
Faridabad, to conduct aninguiry
and ensurewhether labour laws
had been complied with

the nspecting committee as
well asthe owner has not gv-
en its any opinion about any
bonded labour, child labour
or violation of the applicable
Labour laws ; 1t has mther sim-
ply forwarded the state ments
of both the sides to the Com-
mission, adds the letter writ-
ten to the district authorities.

The NHRC has directed the

Labour Commuissionerand the
Deputy Commissioner, Farid-
abad, to contact the com-
plainant, conduct an inguiry
and ensure whether applicable
labour lawshad beencomplied
with. A copy of the mquiry
report and the action taken
report (ATR) be submitted to
the commission for further
necessary action within four
weeks, The Deputy Comiis-
sioner 15 also hereby directed
to call forexplanation from the
SDM. Ballabgarh, in respectof
the vague report subnutted
adopting a casual approach
and submission of response
along with the reply of the
SDM to the Commission with-
in four weeks, says the notice.

Gorana alleged that while
the administration had wvio-

lated the Bonded Labour
Syatemn Abolition Act by not
recording the statements of
the workers from the very
first day, the investigation
team, in collusion with the
owners, deliberately did
adopt anti-labour approach,
resulting i gross injustice to
workers, Seelking  action
against officials responsible,
he said it was a blatant exam-
ple of the atrocities against
poor migrant  labourers,
indifference of the admins-
tration and non-implementa-
tion of the labor Law:

Mayank Bhamdwsa, SDM,
Ballabgarh, said he had jomned
the dffice afterthesaid incident
and he would look into the mat-
ter as soon as the notice was
recemved by his office

PARVEEN ARORA

cate farmers about the envi-

Young farmers have profitable solution — tum straw into pellet fuel

IIIJHII"'\-L"L'I.'«!. SEHVEH

KARNAL, OCTOBER 27
As farmers grapple with the
costs of machines for manag-
ing stubble, despite govem-
ment subsidies and fewer
number of machines, some
farmers are finding a profitable
solution to the challenge:

Two bmothers from Ramba
village in Kamal — Gurpreet
Singh (45) and Gurjeet Singh
(39)—areworking on a project
to transform paddy straw into
pellet fuel, arenewable energy
source that can supplement
coal in breweries, sugar mills,
and power plants. They are
setting up a factory for it, and
three of five machines have
been installed. The farmers
claimed that they would start
producing pellet fuel after col-
lecting stubble from fields.

“Tt is our first vear collecting
stubble. We have already gath-
ered over 1 lakh quintal of pad-

Stacks of stubble lie at Ramba wllage and (right) farn‘erGurJeetSmgh shows the m.achlne that turns stubble into pEIletfueI WARUMNGULATI

dy straw, and we are hopeful of
oollecting nearly 2 lakh quintal
by the end of the season. We
have two bailer machines, hay
rake, tractor and trailer for ool
lecting stubble and making
bales. The process involves
machines to compact the stub-
ble into bundles, which are

then tansported to a faclity
for pellet production.” said
Gurjeet Singh. “We offer fanm-
ers to dear their fields free of
oost,” he added.

“Initially, we focused on
Ramba. Padhana Kurah,
and soon, will go to other vil-

e

lages" said Gurmpreet Singh.
He claimed that it not only
contnbuted to stubble man-
agement, but also provided
employvment to local workers.”

The brothers have covered
about 95 per cent of fields In
therr wvillage and plan to
expand to other villages in

Karnal, and even into Jind and
Pamipat districts. They aim to

produce around 100 tonne of

pellets daily. “We neither take
moaney from farmers nor pay
them for the straw: Our goal is
to dear their fields so that they
do not resort to buming,” said
Gurijeet, adding that “We edu-

mnmental benefits of stubble
rnanagement.”

Another entrepreneur,
Vansh Arora from Gheer vil-
lage, has started producing
pellet fuel from stmaw. Arora,
now in his second season, pays
farmers and custom hinng
centres between Rs 1,700 and
1800 per tonne for stubble,
depending on quality. The
Union government has set pel-
let prices accomding to the
gross calonficvalue, with rates
ranging from Rs 6,000 to Rs
9000 per tonne. “The pellet
size 15 between Gmm and
20mm, commonly used n
mdustries,” he said

Deputy Directorof Agmcultume
(DDA Wazr Singhocommended
these entrepreneurs, saying that
“Other fammers should leam
from their efforts and consider
profiting from stubble rather
than buming it,” he said.

CM Nayab Singh Saini with yoga guru Ramdev in Haridwar. F1

Gyms openedin 6,500

panchayats, yogabeing
made popular, says CM

panchayvats, wellness cen-
tres in villages and vopga

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 27
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saind today sought blessings
from saints for Harvana's
development while address-
ing the 12th annual festival of
Arharvakulam at Patanjah
Yoppeeth in Haridwar.

Saini asked the saints to
bless him in his efforts to
drive new dimensions of
development in Harvana.
He shared that visiting the
holy banks ofthe Ganga had
filled him with enthusiasm
and that he was taking
renewed energy and pur-
pose back to his state.

The Chief  Minister
praised wyoga pguru Baba
Ramdev for his role in reviv-
mg ayurveda and yoga, not-
ing that the Haryana Gov-
ernment was  actively
working to promote these
fields. *Gyms have been

teachers appointed to
inspire the youth toward
yvoga. Yoga has been made a
compulsory subject from
grades onetoten, and initia-
tives like Sri Krishna Ayush
University in Kurukshetra
and a research centre in
Jhajjar demonstrate the
government's dedication.
Additionally, 506 ayvurvedic
dispensaries and ayushman
centres have been estab-
lished, he added.

During the event, Swami
Ramdev announced plans to
establish an ‘Acharvaku-
lam'" in Harvana that would
be larger than the one in
Haridwar. In response, the
Chief Minister pledged his
full support for this project,
expressing that it would be a
source of pride for the people
of Harvana.
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SAURABH MALIK
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CHAN DIGARH, OCTOBER 27
The Pumjab and Harvana
High Court has asserted that
senior state officers “are not
only supposed to know but
are also legally bound to

know the basic principles of

administrative law”.

The assertion came as Jus-
tice Jasgurpreet Singh Puri
called for an explanation
from Harvana State Agricul-
tural Marketing Board's
the then Chief Administrator
for bypassing procedural
nonms inan appeal involvingg
an employee,

The assertion by Justice
Puri came in a case where an
aorder inan appeal was appar-
ently passed by the punish-

__

AGAINST PRINCIPLE OF NATURAL JUSTICE

» It appears that the appellate order has been
passed by the punishing authorty which is totally
contrary to the established principle of natural
justice, i.e. doctrine of bias, apart from being without
authority of law. lustice lasgurpreet Singh Pur, usis & szanauc

ing authority in contraven-
tion of the established princa-
ple of natural justice. The
matter was placed before the
Bench after emplovee Ishpal
Singh Chauhan moved court
for the second time aganst
the boamd and another
respondent through counsel
Raman B Garg and Mavank
(zarg. He had, among other
things, challenged the order
of punishment and another

Haryana Diary

‘Only our files will move’

omder passed in an appeal.

Justice Puri's Bench, dur-
ing the course of hearing,
was told that the no order
passed by the appellate
authority or the board of
directors was on the recond.
An order has rather been
passed by the Chief

Ad mimistrator, who was the
punishing authority.

Responding to a court
query on the absence of order

solght a nodrust move againstthe chairperson, reached the

HARYANA
‘Officials should know tenets of admn law’

passed by the Board of Direc-
tors, the counsel for the
respondents submitted that a
reference has been made to
the order in the appellate
order *The order has been
passed by the Chief Adminis-
tmtor, who 1s the punishing
authonty. It appears that the
appellate order has been
passed by the punishing
authority which is totally con-
trary to the established prin-
ciple of natural justice 1.e.
doctrine of bias apart from
being without authority of
law.” the court observed.
Justice Pun asserted the
petiioner was compelled to
file the present writ petition
and go in for a second round
of ltigation. As such, 1t was
extremely necessary to call

Jhajjar: BIP national secretary and former minister Om Prakash
Dhankar, who lost the Assembly poll from Badli for the second
tirme recently, took adig at "doublefaced” individuals of his
constituency, saying "things do nat remain hidden”. "Many of
themare now getting thelr photes clicked with new ministers,
but they dao nat know that no minister is out of Dhankar's
reach. There is no bypass here, and they (doublefaced indivick
uals) would have o go through our path. Only thase files signed
by us will move," he warned.

In election mode, still

Ambala: The Assembly elections arelong over — but not for
BJP leaders Pawan Sainl and Jai Bhagwan Sharma, who lest
fromthe Naraingarh and Pehowa Assembly segments,
respectively. They arestill active in constituencies they don't
belong to, but were fielded at the last moment. From gratitude
programimes to meetings with officials regarding develop-
ment works and grievances, they are making their presence
felt inthe segrments wan by the Congress. Pawan Saini, who
belongs to Ladwa, was shifted to Naraingarh after Nayab
Singh Saini decided to contest from Ladwa; while Sharma
from Thanesar was fielded from Pehowa after the party candi-

veruewellintime for a meeting scheduled for October 23 todis
cuss the motion. Totheir chagrn, the meeting was putoff after
the Deputy Commissioner called in sick at the last minute, The
panshad membersallieged that the districtadministration —
urder political pressure — was trying toshield the chairperson.
The meeting will now be held on October 30.

Suspension revoked within 38 hours

Hisar: The personal assistant (PA) to the Deputy Commissioner
in Fatehabad district was suspended and the orders revaoked
— all within 38 hours, The PAwas placed under suspension by
Hisar Divisional Commissioner PC Meena on October 23 on
the charges of alleged irregularities. The orders were, howew
er, withdrawn soon after by the Divisional Commissioner. The
PAs headquarters have been shifted from Fatehabad to lind
district. It was a short ‘breather’ for the official as the inquiry
marked against him would continue.

Work hits pause in govt offices

Gurugram: [nertia seems to have set in, in government offices
at Gurugram. With the new government taking over, a majoari-
tyof officials are expecting their transfer orders. The officials

date surrendered his ticket.

DC calls in sick ahead of meet
Rohtalc Ten of 14 members of the Rohtak Zila Parishad, who had

CONTRIBUTED BY RAVINDER SANL, NITISH SHARMA, SUNIT DHAVAK, DEEPENDER DESWAL £ SUMEDHA SHAR KA

ate taking it easy, thereby slowing down the pace of woark.
Interestingly, while the footfall in public offices has reduced
considerably, people have begun to crowd the offices of new

lyelected MLAS and ministers.

for an explanation from the
Chief Admmistrator who
passed the order.

Justice Pun also impleaded
[AS officer TL Satvaparkash
as arespondent. “An opportu-
nity is granted to the newly
added respondent to explain
to the court as to how the pun-
1shin g authority has passed an
omder in an appeal. Not only
this, he would also exgplain to
the court as to whether the
board of directors had actually
deliberated and considered
the petitioner's appeal.

Before parting with the
order, Justice Puri made it
clear that the entire record
pertaining to the case would
be sealed and brought to the
court on the next date of
hearing in October-end.

Bhukkal flags

poor party
structure

JHAJJAR, O CTOBER 27
Former Fducation Minister
and Congress MLA Geeta
Bhukkal has blamed the lack
of organisational structure and
overconfidence for the party's
defeat n the recently held
Assembly pollin the state.

she also acoused the BJP of
adopting tactics like ‘saam.
daam, dand, bhed' and misus-
mg the ‘tantra’ {government
machinery) to form the gov-
emment. “Wewerequite confi-
dent about petting a mandate
in the Assembly poll as all
media surveys, eaat polls and
public opinion came in favour
of the Congress, while all sec-
tions of society, including farm-
ers, emplovees, traders and
plavers, were against the BJP
govemment due to its emo-
neols polickes. Despite all this.
the BJP won by adopting
unfair means,” said Bhuklkal
while interacting with the
media here on Sunday. —TNS
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CM Saini condoles death of Khattar's nephew

ROHTAK, OCTOBER 27

Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saind today reached local
Preet Vihar Colony and
expressed prief over the
death of Vaibhav Ehattar (30).

nephew of Union Minister
and former CM Manohar Lal
Ehattar. Vaibhav passed away
due to illness on October 23.

He was undergoing treat-
ment at a private hospital in

Gurugram. Saini consoled
Vaibhav's family members.
Several BJP leaders and
many other dignitaries
were also present on the
occasion. — TNS

Punjab Nurses Registration Council

Medical Education Bhawan, Sector 69, Mohali - 160062 (Punjab)

State of Punjab.

PUBLIC NOTICE

For admission through Centralized Counselling
(Mop-up Round) in ANM & GNM Courses (Session 2024-25)

Helpline for Counselling
+91 62836-18852 (Mon-Fri, 9am - 5pm) | admissionspnrc@gmail.com

Applications are invited for admission through Online
Centralized Counselling (Mop-up Round) in ANM & GNM
courses for leftover seats in all Govt. & Private Nursing
Institutes of Punjab for Session 2024-25. The Prospectus,
fee details, schedule of Counselling, details of online
counselling and any other ancillary information is available
on the website of PNRC i.e. www.pnrconline.in and
admission.pnrconline.in. Preference will be given to the
candidates who are residents of Punjab as per policy of

Description Date
Submission of online application form, uploading of 28.10.2024
documents, online payment of counselling fee & to
Online Choice filling through Counselling Portal for 29*30-2024
New and Old Candidates b
Display of Provisional Allotment on Website 29‘;;*"“2“2“
Reporting by candidate to the respective Allotted 30-10-2024
Institute for joining and verification of documents

Punjab Nurses Registration Council,

Registrar,
ohali
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PUNJAB

105 kg heroin, six weapons
confiscated in Baba Bakala

Cross-border drug cartel operated by Turkey-based smuggler busted

PK Jaiswar

AMRITSAR, OCTOBER 27

With the arrest of two associ-
ates of Turkev-based drug
smuggler Navpreet Singh
aka Nav Bhullar, the Counter
Intelligence (CI) wing of Pun-
jab Police has made one of
the biggest sezures of heroin
duringa massive operationin
Baba Bakala area here on
Saturday night.

It confiscated 105 kg of
heroin in addition to a huge
quantity of scheduled drnags,
including 31.93 kg Caffeine
Anhydrous and 17 kg dex
tromethorphan {DMR)
which 1sused for multiplying
the gquantity of contraband
fourtimes.

Apart from these, the police
also sered five forelgn-made
pistols and acountry made pis-
tal (desi katta)from the spot.

Those amrested have been
identified as Navjot Singh, a
resident of Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ceolony i Baba
Bakala, Amntsar and
Loveprest Kumar, a resident
aof Kala Sanpghian in
Kapurthala. The police have
got threeday police custody
of two drug peddlems.
Lovepreet Singh was doing

Farmunions
liftblockade

PHAGWARA, OCTOBER 27
Farmers agreed to 1ift block-
ade from five spots during a
three-hour meetmg of the
Samyukt Kisan Morcha
{(Naon-Political) with Fhod and
Civil Supphies Minister Lal
smgh Kataruchak and Agri-
culture DMinister Gurmeet
sSmnph Khuddian.

Sarwan Singh Pandher, coor-
dinator, Kisan Mazdoor Mor-
cha, among others had a meet-
ing withseniorofficials. — TNS

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO GENERAL PUBLIC

Gararal pubBc is haraby infoemead that Cur
Client M5 Slotco Buikdwed LLE having its
registered office at B-64, Maraina Indusirial
drea, Phase I, Mew Delhl — 110028, has
updated iz Bank Actoums in records of
Haryana Real Estate Requisiory Authorty
Panchiula, in respect of "Siofca Impenia” an
affordable residential ploted codory under
DOJAY-2016, located on & land parcel
rEasuring 15 acnes in 1he villages of Dodwa
and Shamgarh, Sacbor-1, Taraor, Kamnal
which are as under-

1. A Number 409002277288, IFSC Code-
RATHOODOZ2 16 with REL Bank - Collection
Account i which payments will be received
fram Alatiees;

2, 0o Numbsar- 400002277265, IFSC Code-
RATHOOO0215 with REL Bank — for
operational funds of the developer promoter,
and

3. Actour Number- 409002277296, IFSC
Code- RATRDDO021E with RBL Bank —
RERA Account

The project iz duly registerad with HARERA.
Fanchisula vide Registration Number HRERA-
PEL-ERL-G-2024 dated DE-0F7 -2024.

Any parsan affectad with the aforasaid
change is hereby required to give notice of the
same 1o the undersigned within 15 days from
the date of publication hereof together with
the copies of all documents basis on (he
basis of which an abjacan is rasad.

sumesh Malhotra (Advecate)

Uinit & 205, EMAAA THE PALM SOUARE,
Goli Cowrse Extn. Foad, Seclor — 66,
Gurugram — 122102 {Haryana)

-

The accused in custody of the Amritsar police on Sunday.

[ELTS while Nawvjot works as
a photographer According to
the police, they had been in
illepal drug trade for past
three months. It is being sus-
pected that the contraband
was smuggled throuph the
riverine belt along the Indo-
Pak borden

Punjab Police Director Gen-
eral Gaurav Yadav said that CI
got a tip-off that Nav Bhullar
has been opemting a Pak-
istan-backed cross-border
smugghing mcket using his
assorates Iiving in a rented
accommodation at a colony on
Lady Road in Baba Bakala.

“An intelligence-led opera-
tion launched under the
supervision of DSP CI Balbir
smngh in the area of Baba
Bakala led to the armest of
Navjot Singh and Lovepreet
Kumar It recovered T kg
heroin from the car in which
they were travelling,” he said.

Following ther disclosure
statement, 50 policemen raid-
ed their rented accommoda-
tion and recovered the
remaining 98 kg heroin along
with weapons, Caffeine Anhy-
drous and DMR. The mute of
smugphng the narcotic con-
sipnment is being investigat-

ed, Gaurav Yadav said.

“Apparently, the accused
were also using a water route
for smugphng of narcotics
and weapons from Pakistan
as the police teams also
seired big rubber tubes from
the spot,” he said.

Balbir Singh, DSP Counter
Intelligence, said that the duo
arrested in the case did not
have any previous record.
The Pakistan-based smug-
glers used to deliver the con-
traband to them and they
used tostash it in the house,

Further investigations are
on to establish backoward and
forwanrd hnkapes in this case
and police teams are on the
hunt to arrest more cnminals
involeed in the drug cartel.

An FIR under Section 21, 25
and 29 of the NDPS Act and
Sedion 25 of the Arms Act
was registered at Station
State Special Operations Cell.

Meanwhile, cops who
were part of the raiding
team had a narrow escape
Saturday night when a man
in an inebriated condition
drove his SUV into the
police vehicles stationed on
the roadside during the
raid. The miscreant turned
out to be a policernan.

|:._nr}" ——
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Sacks of paddy lying in the open ata grain market in Jalandhar on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTD

95LMT grain moved out of

state on 2,684 rakes: Bittu

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 27
Union Minister of State for
Railways and Food Process-
ing Industries Ravneet Singh
Bittu on Sunday said as part
of substantial efforts to trans-
port foodgrains of Pungab, 95
lakh metric tonnes (LMT) of
foodgrain had already lifted
as of October 24,

From April to October, 95.16
LMT of paddy and wheat
were transported from Pun-
jab through 2684 dedicated
rake movements, freeing up
additional storage capacity in
the state.

After chairing a high-level
meeting with officals of Fhod

Corporation of India (FCI) in
the backdmop of growing con-
cems over paddy procure-
ment, management and stor-
age in Punjab, the minister
said Punjab’s paddy produc
tion was estimated to reach
212 Lakh Metric Thnnes
(LMT) this season, with
approxamately 4988 LMT
having been procured already:.

Punjab currently has a total
storage capacty of 13357
LMT, which includes FCI-
owned storage capacity of
99.23 LMT of hired capacity.
At present, 116.2 LMT of nce
and 58.07 LMT of wheat, ie..a
total of 17427 LMT. was
stored in Pungab.

The meeting was attended
by Punjab FCI General Man-
ager B Snnivasan and other
senior FCI  officials who
briefed the minister on the
current state of paddy pro-
curement and stormge.

The Union Minister said
that earlier, the allotment of
storage for paddy and wheat
was done separateby, but that
this time, permission has
been given to store paddy
instead of wheat wherever
required. DMoreover, he
emphasised that Rs 44,000
crore has been allocated for
MSP payments to ensure
that farmers receive fair and
timely remuneration for
thewr produce.

Farmers forced to purchase add-on chemicals with DAP

TAKE TOUGH ACTION: MINISTER TO DEPT

RucHixa M Knanna

CHAN DIGARH, OCTOBER 27

As farmers run helter-skel-
ter in search ofthe “elusive”
di-ammonium  phosphate
(DAP), which has to be
applied to wheat fields for a
good crop, they are now
being forced to buy the fer-
tiliser at ratesthat are 10-43
per cent higher than the
market rate,

Farmers in different parts
of the state are complaining
that, on the one hand, there
15 a severe shortage of DAP
which had to be appled in
fields before November 15,
and on the other hand, those
dealers who have the fertilis-
er are forcing them to buy it
as a bundled package with

“irrelevant chermcals”.

As a result, they are forced
to pay anvthing between Rs
1.500-Rs 2,100 per bag of
DAP even though its cost is
Rs 1,350 for a bag.

Kulwinder Singh, a
farmer from Nadampur vil-
lage in  Bhawanigarh,
alleged that farmers in and
around Samana and
Bhawanigarh are being
forcibly sold “growth pro-
moter chemicals™ worth Rs
700 with each bag of DAP
“The government 15 doing
nothing about it. No raids
are being conducted on
unserupulous dealers even
when we have brought the
1s5ue to the notice of the
distriet  agriculture offi-
cers,” he said.

Farmfires keep copsontoes

PATIALA, OCTOBER 27
Police personne are working
for almost 18 howrs per day to
check stubble buming across
the state.

In Sanaur, an Assistant Sub-
Inspector along with three
Head Constables successfully
doused farm fires in Bapror
village, despite stiff opposition
by farmers. “Our duty hours
are sometimes over 18 hours
as we personally visit fields.
We have been asked to mong-
tor stubble burming and regis-
tercases. We use tree branches
and take help of farmers to
douse flames,” said an ASL

With farm fire cases already
touching 200 and the

Supreme Court monitoring
the situation, the district
administrations have turned
heat on field officers,

“Hardly 20 days are left for
sowing wheat,” sakd Harjit
Singh of Sanaun

A cop posted in Rajpura
gadd, “Yesterday, 1 reported
for duty at 8 am. We were
asked to reach Rajpum and
manage traffic. After the
dhama was over at 3:30 pm,
we were asked to visit grain
market. At T pm, our team
was sent to two villages to
check farm fire incidents,”

A senior IPS officer said
police personnel were hard
pressed these days, —TNS

S, S SHUBHAN HOUSING DEVELOPNENT FINANGE GO, LTD.

h bh Corporate Office : 425, Udyog Vihar Phase IV, Gurgaon-122015 (Haryana)

LU T LU P 0120 421253031 32, E-Mall: customercare@shubham.co websie : wishubham.co

NOTICE U/S 13(2) OF SECURITISATION & RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND
ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT 2002 (HEREINAFTER CALLED ‘ACT')

It is to bring to your notice that your loan account has been declared as NPA by secured
creditor Shubham Housing Development Finance Company Limited having its registered
office at 608 - 609 , 6th Floor, Block — C Ansal Imperial Tower, Community Center, Naraina
Vihar, New Delhi - 110028. (herein after called ‘SHDFCL') and you are liable to pay total
outstanding against your loan to SHDFCL. You are also liable to pay future interest at the
contractual rate on the aforesaid amount together with incidental expenses, cost, charges etc,
Therefore, we hereby call upon you to discharge in full your liabilities to SHDFCL within 60 days
from the date of this notice failing which SHDFCL will be empowerad (o exercise the power under
Section 13(4) of the ACT. The details of borrowers and secured assets are as under:

RAM KANWAR, PIMKI

Wala Mandir Secr 12, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001

& Loan Account N, Applicant Address Demand Notica Sacured Assat
Hao, Borrgraens] Name Amcunt & Dafe
1, DGGNZE 000005042016, C-44, Fajiv Magar Wast Mear Gula| Fs, 993867 | Properly Situated al Dhani Mahisb Das

& z2roanq

Balmiki Basti, Tehsil & District Bhiwani,
Haryana -127021

2, OREWATI3000005004564, IJH_;?h Kalgaon Alwar Rajasthan -| Rs. 694,039 | & - Class Buiking, Khewat Mo, 162, Khatoni
Sunil Sharma, Niraj Kumar, | 304702 £ F21003024 | Mo, 185, Muss Mo, 87, ¥illa Mo, 28 /2 (13-3)
Sanjay Kumsar Eitat 1 Tadadi 13 Kanal 13 Marla 7723 Part
Bakear T Marla (200 5q.'dsl. Waka Bawal
Tehsil Bawal, Distt.- . Haryana -
12350,
3 NSHPTI0000005008654, H Mo 1238, GaliMa. 7, Bundi 55, Mear| RS, 484,490 | Khewa! No. 340, Khala Mo, 459, Kila Mo
RAM PARKASH, INDRAVATI | Gupta Markel, Sonipal, Haryana - & Z2OIQ2024 | 310100 0-3 Waka Rakba Mouja Kundli, Tehsil
131028 Distl- Sonipal, Haryana-131028
4 O0SNF1E10000005015455,  |Laxman Colony Mear Mangj Kiryana| RS, 8526425 | Flol measring 125 Sgvds Khewa! MNo.G8S
Subhash Kumar, Stors Sonipat Harpana-131000 & 2202024 | minkhala Mo, BES min Reclangie & Kika
Suresh Kumar, Chandrawati, Mo, BY21(7-12] SHuaked in e Reveune eslabe
Anita Kumari, Pappu of Barargur Tehsil Distt Sonipal Haryana -

131001

PLACE: GURGAON,
DATE: 26-10-2024

SHUBHAM HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FINANCE COMPANY LTD.

AUTHORIZED OFFICER,

e .

.

about the farmers' alle

ﬁcultur& Minister Gurmeet Sin
tions of being forced to buy other

Khuddian, when asked

chemicals with DAR, said that he has asked his depart-
ment to take strictest possible action if such allegations

are found to be true

Another fammer, Gurbak-
shish Singh from Bimbar vil-
Lige near Nabha, too, alleged
the same. “There is panic
among famers and the com-
ing days are very crucial. If
the government fails to sup-
ply as per the requirement,
the wheat crop will be
adversely hit.,” he rued.

Gokal Prakash Gupta.
general secretary of Agn
Inputs Dealers Association,
Punjab, when asked about
this forcible sale of chemi-
cals to farmers along with
DAP =aid that this was how

the private companies were
supplying DAP to them —as
bundled packs with other
chemicals and that they had
no option

“Till 2019, there was no
gystem of seling DAP in a
fixed ratio between govern-
ment (through cooperative
societies) and private
traders. As a result, private
traders get the supply from
private companies, while
government-owned cooper-
atives supply to agriculture
cooperative societies. If the
sale 15 open, then chances of

such practices are greatly
reduced.” he said.

Interestingly, the coopera-
tive societies too are getting
very limited supply of DAP
Members of these societies
say that only 30-50 per cent
of their demand is being
met. “There are 3.520 soci-
eties, but some societies
have still not received sup-
plies, while most others
have a supply lower than
the demand.” said Bahadur
=singh, president of Cooper-
ative Societies Employees
Union.

According to mformation
gathered by The Tribune,
the total DAP requirement
for the upcoming rabi mar-
keting season is 5.5 Lakh
Metric Tonnes (LMT). From

i

A policeman tries to douse flames in Patiala on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: RAJESH SACHAR

Spike in farm fires: 138 fresh
cases, Amritsar air turns poor

MouiT KHANNA

THIHIENE NMEWS SHENVIGCE

PATIALA, OCTOBER 27
There has been a rise in the
stubble burning meidents as
138 farm fire cases weme
reported on Sunday. As many
as 108 incidents of paddy
residue burning were report-
ed on Saturday:

As a result, Punjab’s air
quality index (AQI) has dete-
riorated further, with Amrit-
gar's pollution index falling
in the poor category with 317
points. The AQI of Mandi
obind garh was 216, Patiala
208, Jalandhar 161, Ludhiana
153, Rupnagar 151 and Khan-
na 135, The residents of
Bathinda breathed easy with
an AQI of 89. The pollution
control board has issued as
many as 397 show-cause
notices to nodal and superve
sory officers across the state.

In the meantime, pulmonolo-
pists said the present condi-
tions were ideal for tnggering
nasal and bronchial allergies.
Dr Vishal Chopra, head of the
department of pulmonary
medicine at TB Hospital in
Patiala, said there had been a
rise in the number of patients
visiting the outpatient depart-
ment (OPD) pertaining to the
complaint of cough, allergy,
asthma, ninny nose and eves
allergies. People are advised o
avord direct exposure and wear
masks and plasses while travel-
ling on two-wheeers,

Ferozepur topped the dis-
trict with 32 incidents, fol-
lowed by Sangnir (18), Fate-
hgarh Sahib (17), while
Patiala and Tarn Taran wit-
nessed 14 and 13 incidents,
respectively.  Amritsar con-
tinues to top the state with a
total of 476 incidents of paddy

residue burning reported so
far. followed by Tarn Taran
(a75) and Patiala (250). San-
grur and Ferczepur have
repaorted 182 and 208 residue
burning incidents so far,
Asmany as 1342 FIRs, 553
red entnes and Rs 1525 lakh
pertalty have been imposed on
farmers, of which Rs 13.4Tlakh
have been recovered. Out of
the 1,995 stubble burning inci-
dents reported since Seplem-
ber 15, the state has witnessed
1,734 of them — 86 per cent
meidents in the past 13 days.
The state had witnessed a
spike in farm fire in the sec-
ond week of October wath 123
residue burning incidents
reported on October 10, Octo-
ber 11 saw 143 incidents of
residue burning, while Octo-
ber 12 witnessed peak fire of
the season with 177 incidents
reparted in the singleday.

July to October 26, only 2.35
LMT has been supplied to
Punjab by the Centre. Other
than thas, 60,000 MT of a
substitute of DAP had been
supplhied. No wonder Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
rushed to Delhi last evening
to meet Union Minister for
Chemicals and FertilisersJP
Nadda to seek immediate
release of DAP

Official sources in the gov-
ernment said that they
expect only around 70,000 to
1 LMT of DAP to be supplied
till November 15, which still
leaves a shortfall in supply.
This has the potential to fur-
ther agitate the farmers.
who have already been
protesting against the tardy
paddy procurement.

Ensurelifting
ofpaddycrop
before Diwali,
BJPurges Guv

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, OUTOBER 27
A delegation of Punjab BJP
leaders today met Punjab
Governor  Gulab  Chand
Katars seelking his interven-
tion to ensure timely hifting of
paddy from across the state's
grain markets before Diwali,

A law-and-order situation
has emerged due to the pro-
curement crisis as farmers
are on the roads protesting, it
was pointed out.

National executive mem-
bers Avinash Rai Khanna,
Hargit Singh Grewal. Rana
Gurmeet Singh  Sodhi,
Amanjot Kaur Ramewalia,
MLA Jangi Lal Mahajan, for-
mer Union Minister Perneet
Kaur, state vice-president
Fateh Jang Singh Bajwa com-
prised the delegation.

The delegation apprised
the Governor of the law and
order crisis in the state that
has arisen due to the inabili-

ty of the AAP povernment to
lift paddy from mandis
in Punjab.

Before the commencement
ofthe season in the last week
of September, the Punjab
Government got Rs 44,000
crore for the purchase of pad-
dy on M5P from the Centre.
Due to inefficiency on the
part of the Punjab Govern-
ment, even after 26 davs of
offical commencement of
the paddy procurement. the
state government has failed
tolift most of the paddy from
the mandis across the state, it
was alleped. It was further
pomted out that paucity of
gunny  bags, tarpaulin,
delayved notification of cus-
tom milling policy, delayed
notifieation of FRK milling
pohicy, delay in awarding of
labour contrmcts or trans-
portation  contracts were
among the 1ssues related to
delaved procurement. The
state povernment even failed
to enter into agreement with
5.000 rice millers.

Top state leadership of the
party, including state presi-
dent Sunil Jakhar and
Manoranjan Kalia, were not
present on the occasion.
While Jakhar was away to
New Delhi, Kalia was not
even invited, rehable
sources said. Talking to The
Tribune, Kalia refused to
comment on the issue.

Finance Minister Cheema
visits Dirba grain market

Dur CORRESPONDENT

SANGRUR, DUTOBER 27
AAP MLA from Dirba-cum-
Finance Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema today visited
the local prain market.

Acrcording to  information,
Cheema took stock of the on-
poing paddy procurement
process at Dirba grain market.
Healso reviewed lifting of pad-
dy procured by govemment
agencies since Oetober 1.

Yesterday, some farmers
stated that they had spent
several mghts at grain mar-
kets but no minister or MLA
had wvisited them so far.

The Finance DMinister
Fave nstructions to the
officers concerned to

ensure timely procure ment
and lifting of the paddy.

Besides, he also asked the
officers to make payvment to
the farmers within the stip-
ulated period.

Cheema reiterated the com-
mitment of the Mann-led
Government that it was with
the farmers, arhtivas and rice
millers.

The Finance Minister said
Chief Mmister Bhapwant
Mann was constantly in
touch with the Centre to
resobve the problems related
to farmers,

Cheema said the state gov-
ernment had piven instrue-
tiong to the Department of
GST to not hamss traders on
one pretext or the other He
said the state government
would not spare any employ-
ee or officer who would vio-
latethe instmuctions.
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CM Sukhu spends night at retired 2-day regimental reunion
teacher's home, relishes local dishes

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, OCTOBER 27
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu launched his
government's outreach pro-
gramme ‘Sarkar Aapke
Dwar' in the remote Dodra-
Ewar area of district Shimla
on Saturday and spent the
night at the home of a local
retired teacher, Hardayal
Ehepan. The Chief Minister
reached Khepan's home at
quarter to eight in the
evening, where he was
accorded a warm welcome
by the family.

“T eould not have even
imagined that a Chief Minis-
ter would not only visit my
house but also spend a night.
[ consider myself extremely
fortunate to have hosted the
CM.," said Khepan, The gov-
ernment has launched the
‘Sarkar Aapke Dwar' pro-
gramme to rmarh the
doorsteps of the people in far
lung areas, listen to their
grievances and take stepsto
addresses their concerns.

sSitting by the bonfire, the
Chief Minister indulged in a
warm conversation with the

Launches govts outreach pmgmmme at remote Dodra-Kwar village

I'.-.
_ Pt

-l:hl-ef r'.'1|r||5ter Su khvinder Slngh Sukhu hawng I:lreéhfa_ﬁt mth the mem I:lers ﬂfa |"|"|E|'II|E Mandal
at Dodra-Kwar in Shimla district on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

family and other residents of

the wvillage about wvarious
aspects of their daily lives,
food and local customs.
Loecal women sang tradition-

al songs, beginning with the
‘Laaman.’ a song dedicated
to the local deity Kwar
Jakha, to welcome him. For
dinner, the CM enjoved a tra-

Train service notrestored in
lower Kangra, protest staged

Uur CORRESPONDENT

NURPUR, OCTOEBER 27
The residents and com-
muters held a protest
demonstration on Sunday
against the failure of the
Railways to restore passen-
ger train service on the
Pathankot-Jogmdernagar
narrow gauge railway track
in lower Kangra region from
MNurpur road to Kangra rail-
way stations. The service
had been suspended on July
9 in the wake of torrential
rain that triggered landslide
on the raibway track at differ-
ent lncations.

Holding placards in sup-
port of their demand. the
apitators held a protest
demonstration under the
banner of Nandpur Vikas

e

Sangharsh Samiti (NVSS)
near Nandpur raibway sta-
tion (near Nagrota Surian)
in Kanpgra distnet.

The agitators raised slo-
gans against the Railway
Department. Sukhlal
(rodara, president of samiti,
said the railway authorities
had conducted successful
trial with seven coaches
from Nurpur road to Guler
railway station last month
and people were hopeful that
trains would start plving on
this track during Navratn
but the Railways restored
the train service partially n
two phases between Kangra
and Baijnath (Paprola) rail-
way stations on September
26 and between Kangra and
Jogindernagar rallway sta-
tions from October 18.

He alleged that the slow
pace of repair of railway
track by removing debris on
it at Ramtal near Kangra

was delaying restoration of

train service between Nur-
pur road and Kangra rail-
way stations.

The agitators submitted
an ultimatum to the Rail-
ways demanding restora-
tion of train service from
Nurpur road to Kangra rail-
way stations within one
week otherwise they would
block traffic and intensify
their protest apainst the
Railways. As per the notifi-
cations by Northern Rail-
ways, Ferozepur division,
two pairs of trains have
started operating between
Kangra and Jogindernagar
rallway stations.

—
A

Residents protest against the Railways near Mandpur railway station in Kangra district on Sunday.

ditional meal that included
Betu, Koda and Fafra roti,
oiddu, Ogla, Chavaun {local

mushroom) and curry of

locally grown Rajmah, A

81Mandigram
panchayats
declared TBfree

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, OCTOBER 27
In a significant achieve-
ment for public health, 81
gram panchavats in Mandi
district have been declared
tuberculosis (TB) free.
Mandi Deputy Commis-
sioner Apoory Devgan credit-
ed the success to the coneert-
ed efforts of the district
administration and the
Health Department, high-
hghting the introduction of a
modern  portable  Xeray
machine to identify TB
patients in remote areas. This
initiative aims to enhance the
effectrveness of the TB eradi-
cation programme, he said.
The Deputy Commissioner
expressed his gratitude to
the representatives of the
Panchavati Raj Institutions
and Health Department
emplovees for their contri-
butions. The Deputy Com-
missioner said the povern-
ment will reward
tobacco-free pram panchay-
ats with a prant of Rs 5 lakh
for development projects.
Mandi Chief Medical Offi-
cer Dr Narendra Kumar
Bhardwaj said out of the 92
gram  panchayats that
claimed to be TB free, 31
met the government's crite-
ria. He urged other panchay-
ats to follow this example.
Similarly, 19 gram pan-
chayatsin Kulludistrict have
been dedared TE free, which
15 4 major success for the dis-
trict health authorities.

local delicacy called Limdi

was prepared for dessert.
Pallavi, Khepan's daughter

and a trained JBT teacher,

was exrited over the Chief

Minmster choosing their
home to stay overnight. “It's
proud moment for the family:
We took several pict ures with
him. It's a memory we will
cherish forlife,” she said. Her
father said the Chief Minister
came acmss as a very simple
and humble person. “He
kept asking us about our
area, the problemswe face in
oureveryday lives.” he said.

On Sunday morning, the
Chief Minister joined the
women of the local Mahila
Mandal for breakfast. “We
served the Chief Minister
homemade ‘Siddus’ with
honey, and he enjoved them
immensely, We also offered
him other local dishes.” the
wornen said. Khepan further
said the CM made several
announcements for the
development of the area
“Dodra-Kwar will remain
grateful to him for coming
here and giving a major

push to the development of

the area,” he said,

of Gorkha Rifles concludes

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SOLAN, DOCTOBER 27
The two-day regimental
reunion of 4th Gorkha
Rifles (4 GR). one of the
Indian Army's most
revered regiments, con-
chuded at Subathu today.

This momentous occasion
brought together pgenera-
tions of soldiers, veterans
and their families, celebrat-
ing 167 wears of legacy
marked by bravery, sacri-
fice and brotherhood. Veter-
ans from across India and
Nepal joined the reunion
with their families, rekin-
dling old friendships and
memaories. Over b00 serving
officers, veterans and fami-
lies attended the reunion,
reaffirming the deep bonds
that unite the regiment.

The reunion was also
attended by Lt Gen Mohit
Wadhwa, Chief of Army
Staff, Headquarter, Western
Command., who exhorted
all ranks to keep up with
the glorious history of the
4th Gorkha Rifles. On the
occasion,

Major General Balbir
singh, Colonel of the 4th

NE IS
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GE nerations of soldiers, veterans and their families, celebrated
167 yvears of legacy marked by bravery, sacrifice and brotherhood.

Gorkha Rifles, greeted the
participants and stated that
the 4th Gorkha Rifles has a
history, having played a key
role in several significant
battles and operations, both
in pre-independence and
post- independence India.
The reunion served as a
platform for members of
the regiment to reflect on
their glorious past and
look forward to the future
with shared pride and pur-
pose. It's a time to honor

the sacrifices of our com-
rades and celebrate the
shared legacy of courage
and brotherhood that
defines the 4th Gorkha
Rifles, he added.

The event featured a
wreath-laving ceremony at
the war memorial, a bara
khana, cultural programmes
showeasing the rich tradi-
tions of the Gorkha Rifles,
Special Sainikk Sammelan
and the unvelling of statues,
a yearbook, and a memorial.

Car plunges into gorge in Mandi, five killed

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, DCTOBER 27
As many as five persons
were killed when the car
they were travelling in
rolled into a porge near
Dhamchyan willage in Man-
di district last night.

Mandi 5P Sakshi Verma
gaid this morning, the police
recerved information about a
vehicle that had fallen
approxmately 80m into a
gorge, close to the Dham-
chyan forest area.

“Uponreceiving the report,
the local police rushed to the
scene to conduct an investi-
gation. Preliminary findings
mdicate that the vehicle was
heading for Dhamehyan
from Barot when the driver

Policenabs
burglarfrom
Uttarakhand

KULLU, DCTOBER 27
The Kullu police has nabbed
aburglar from Vikasnagar in
Uttarakhand on Friday and
recovered the booty he had
managed to decamp from
the house of the descendant
of erstwhile roval family,
Aditya Vikram Singh, dur-
ing the commencement of
Dasehra festrval here on
October 13.

Eullu SP said Chain Singh
(45)of Tttarakhand was arrest-
ed and the stolen silver uten-
gils, along with items worth Rs
10 lakh, have also been recov-
ered from him. — OC

30% power meters registered in names
of deceased, reveals KYC verification

LA.L[T M{:-HAN

DHARAMSALA, OCTOBER 27
The decision of Himachal
Pradesh State Electricity
Board Ltd (HPSEEL) to do
the Enow Your Customer
(EYC) verification of its
customers 15 causing trou-
ble to many people in Kan-
gra district. The HPSEBL
15 doing the KYC verifica-
tion on the direction of the
state povernment.

Sources said that HPSEBL
officials on the KYC verifica-
tion duty in Kangm district
had found that about 30 per
cent of the electnceity meters
were in the names of dead
people. An HPSEEBL official
said in many cases, people
had not got the electricity
meters trmansferred in their
names even when the family

Govtaction aims to check misuse of subsidy being paid
on power to domestic consumers

member in whose name it
was installed had passed
away. Such cases had been
found in both urban and rural
areas, “We have directed peo-
ple to get the electricity
meters transfemred n their
names to get the KYC verifi-
cation done,” he adds.

SK Mahajan, a resident of

Shahpur said at his ancestral
house, the electneity meter
was in the name of his father.
“After the death of my father,
we continued to use the same
electricity meter issued in his
name, The house where the
electricity meter Wis
installed was a jount family
property. The HPSEBL

authorities, who had done the
EYC wverification, told me
that I would have to get the
meter transferred in my
name. Now, I would have do
the paper work after taking
other members of the family
into confidence and get the
electneity meter transferred
In my name,” he added.
Vikas Thakur Executmve
Engineer, HPSEBL, Dharam-
zala, said m about 30 per cent
of the cases where the KYC
verification had been done, it
was found that the meters
were registered in the names
of deceased people. “We are
not taking any penal action
against the occupants of the

hotses in such cases, However,
they have been told to pet the
electricity metres transferred
in their names.” he added.
Thakur said that the occu-
pants of a house had to sub-

mit the death certificate of

the person in whose name
the eledineity meter was
installed and move a simple
application to get it trans-

ferred in the name of one of

them. “Incase of a joint prop-
erty, the occupants of a house
will also have to submit a no
objection certificate (NOC)
from other co-owners to get
the electricity meter trans-
ferred,” he added.

The sources said that in

case of a property dispute
among the shareholders,
they may find it difficult to
get a new electricity meter.

The Himachal Govern-
ment had ordered the KYC
verification of all electricity
consumers in the state to
check the misuse of subsidy
being paid on power to
domestic consumers. “In
many cases, peoplk: had
installed several meters in
one house toavailof subsid v

In such cases, people may
be directed to get one meter
installed in ome house.
Bezsides, if the povernment
decides to transfer subsidy
on power directly tothe bank
accounts of the consumers,
all people having electricity

connections in the names of

dead persons may also lose
subsidy.” he added.

Mangled remains of the car which fell into a go rge in Mandi.

lost control over t, leading to
the tragic plunge into the
fields below.” the 5P said.
The victims were returning
from awedding ceremony in
the area, she added.

The 5P said, “All five occu-
pants of the vehicle, includ-

Panel evaluates
Renuka Ji Dam
nroject in Sirmaur

Our CORRESPONDENT

NAHAN, OUTOBER 27
The Local Funds Accounts
Committee of Himachal
Pradesh, led by chairman,
Sanjay Ratna and joined by
members Satpal Satti,
Eeval Singh Pathania and
Vivek Sharma conducted an
in-depth inspection of the
Benuka JiDam Project on the
(in river in Simmaur distret.
The two-day tour included
Nahan MLA Ajay Solankiand
was part of efforts to evaluate
the progress and address
issues tied to this key proj-
ect, designated as a Nation-
al Project due to its poten-
tial to serve Himachal
Pradesh and the NCR.

The inspection ncluded vis-
its to prommment religious
gites, including Renuka Ji
and Parshuram temples. The
committee then forused on
the Renuka Ji Dam, a signifi-
cant storage project with a
planned height of 148 metres
and a 24-kilometre-long reser-
voir capacity of around 498
million cubic meters,

Thedamis expected tocre-
ate substantial socio-eco-
nomic opportunities, gener-
ate over 13 million labour
days and penerate local
employvment during and
after construction.

mng the driver. were found
dead. The deceased have
been identified as Gulab
Singh (33), Sagar(15), Karam
singh (33) of Dhamchyvan;
Ganga singh (27) of Bajot;
and Rajesh Kumar (23} of
Mathi Bajgaan wvillage in

Mandi district.”

“In response to the na-
dent, an FIR has been regis-
tered station under Sections
106 and 281 of the BNS at
Padharpolice.” the SP added.

Chief Minister Sukhvinder
singh Sukhu has also
expressed grief over the trag-
ic road mishap. He extended
his heartfelt condolences to
the families of the deceased.,
gstating that his thoupghts and
pravers are with the
bereaved families, assuring
them of all possible support.

The Chief Minister has
assured all possible assis-
tance to the bereaved fami-
lies. The district authorities
have provided immediate
relief of Rs 25,000 each to the
kin of the deceased.

National body supports
power board employees

SHIMLA, OCTOBER 27
The All-India Power Engi-
neers Fedemtion (ATPEF) has
extended support to  the
emplovees of the Himachal
Pradesh State Electricity
Board (HPSEB) in their
standoff with the state gov-
emment over their demands
and recent abolition of 51

engmeers post from  the
board. The fedemtion has
urged Chief Minister

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu to
resolve ther issues before
Diwali, failing which power
engmeers from acmss the
country will come in support
of the HPSEBL employees.
The fedemtion, in a letter
wntten to the Chief Minister,
said that the Joint Front of
HPSEBL Emplovees and
Engineers had given anotice

to HPSEE chairman to
mesolve  the outstanding
issues but the management
did nothing and went on to
abolish 51 posts of enpineer
and end the services of 81
drivers emploved on out-
source basis. “The ATPEF
supports all demands raised
by Joint Front in the notice,”
said Shailendra Dubey, chair-
man, AIPEE in the letter,

The federation further said
that the Chief Minister had
restored the old pension for all
departments, which was a wel-
come step, except in the power
secton “Therefore, on behalf of
the ATPEE I request you for
effective  intervention and
instructions so that all
issues are amicably resolved
betfore beginning of Diwah,”
wrote Dubey. — TNS
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NOTICE

Details of Observers for Assembly Constituency 10-Dera Baba Manak regarding Bye Election-2024.
Sl Observer | Service Deetail Code | Contact No. Place Meeting | Meeting
No. Mame & Batch Venue | Timings
1 | A=y Singh A5 General | G-2T517|01874-285324, Room-1, Mesting Hall, | 900AM
Tomar 2012 Dibsenner B427203784 (PWD ResiHouse,| PWD Rest to
Gunds spur Housa, 10,00 Akd
Gurdsspur Diaity
2 | P Pachiyappan | IRS [T} | Expendiuwe | R-35443 |01 8574-2895324 Room-2,
2016 Dbsaner 765280379 |PWD RestHouse, MA MNA
Gurdaspur
3 | Saddhar IPS Paolice P-26030 | BRGETH233 Room-3,
Kaushal 2012 Cibsarver PWD RestHouss, A MA&
Gudaiw
DFRPOI8632 Sd/- District Election ﬂfﬁﬂﬁ'. Gurdaﬁpu‘
. . .
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Tit-for-tat strike

Israel keeps West Asia on the boil

HINGtoretaliate against the October 1 Iranian
attack, Israel struck missile manufacturing facibi-
ties and other military targets in Iran on Saturday.
Though Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

etanyahu claimed that the barrage “achieved all
its goals", it would be naive of him to assume that
Tehran will not respond militarily sooner or later. The
fact that the strike took place more than three weeks
after the ballistic missile attack by Tehran indicates that
Tel Aviv preferred to wait and watch before taking
action. Nevertheless, this is a grave provocation that can
push West Asia deeper into the mire.

Israel has dismissed reports that it avoided hitting
Iranian gas and oil facilities because of US pressure, but
it is apparent that Tel Aviv is reluctant to start a full-
blown war against Iran. Already grappling with Hamas
and Hezbollah, Israel has intended to send out a strong
message to Iran's Supreme Leader and military com-
manders. However, even the presumably limited scope
of the Israeli operations is enough to infuriate Iran. If
Israel has the right to self-defence, 20 does Iran Ifthis
vicious cycle of retaliation and counter-retaliation con-
tinues, regional tensions are bound to escalate.

American President Joe Biden is hopeful that the
Israeli strike would mark the end of the confrontation.
His optimism is clearly misplaced as Iran is keen to
keep Israel on tenterhooks, either directly or through
its military proxies. Exercising restraint is alien to both
nations, but they do needto carefully consider the ram-
ifications of this destructive course not only for West
Asia but also the world at large. Warmongers such as
Israch Mmister of National Security Itamar Ben-Gvir,
who called the October 26 strike “a good beginning in
order to target Iran's strategic assets, which needs to
be the next phase”, must not be given free rein by the
Netanyahu government.

Art or obscenity?

Bombay HC ruling a victory for artistic freedom

HE Bombay High Court’s decision defending
artistic expreszsion and ruling that not all nude
artis obscene recpens critical conversations on
creative freedom. The court’s release of art-
works by FN Souza and Akbar Padamsee,
seized under obscenity claims, emphasises that nudity in
art must not automatically be equated with obscenity.
Instead. the court argued ., the prurient interest test should
guide such judgments, advocating for the importance of
understanding an artwork’s intent and context.

Artists across countries have often encountered cen-
sorship and opposition over nudity in art. MF' Husain
faced intense backlash, protests and even legal action
for his portrayals of Hindu goddesses, reflecting the
thin line between artistic freedom and religious sensi-
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India, China must overcome trust deficit

Return to pre-Galwan patrolling protocols is a prerequisite for Satisfacmry disengagement
."\‘7
N N\

CUDAY BHASKAR
DIRECTOR, SOCIETY FOR
POLICY STUDIES

HE most significant
takeawsy from the
16th BRICS Sum-
mit hosted by Russ-
lan President
Vladimir Putin in Kazan was the
bnefmeeting between theleaders
of India and China. It may be
interpreted as the beginning of a
nascent thaw in the troubled bil at-
eral relationship that had been
vitiated by the 2020 Galwan inc-
dent. Chinese troops violated the
peace and tranquillity agreement
of 1993 when they tmnsgressed
the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
Soldiers were killed on both sides
1n the ensuing dash.
Chinesetroops occupied five sec
tors bevond the LAC — Gahwvan,
Gogra Hot Spnngs, Pangong
Lake, Depsang and Demchok —
and prevented Indian soldiers
from patmilhing these points as per
the earlier protocols. Since then,
there has been no high-levd con-
tact between the two Asian giants,
In therun-up tothe BRICS Sum-
mit, India stated onOctober21 that
an ‘agreement’ had been
reached between the two nations,
“leading to disengagement and a
resolution of the issues that had
arisen m these areas in 20207
This tentative rapprochement
enabled the leaders to engage ina
meeting. Pnme Minister Naren-
dra Modi met Chinese President
X1 Jnping on October 23 on the
sidelines of the Kazan event.
This was the first proper meet-
ing between the two leaders since
2019. Tt should be welcomed cau-
tiously, Sugpestions about a
breakthrough would be invalid,
for there was no joint commu-
rique regarding the meeting, let
alome about any ‘agreement’ as
regands the border issue. While Xi
noted that China and India should

CAUTION: For India, proceeding slowly would be a desirable policy option. REUTERS

ruanage thardifferences properdy,
Modi asserted that mutual trust,

respect and  senstivity  would
gLide bilateral relations.

It is instructive that while the
statement by India's Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) was forth-
ooming about an ‘agreement’,
the Chinese Foreign Ministry was
reticent and opaque about the
Kazan meeting. The Indian state-
ment noted: “Welcoming the
recent agreement for complete
disengagement and resolution of
issues that amse in 2020 in the
India-China border areas, Prime
Minister Modi underscored the
mmportance of properly handling
differences and disputes and not
allowing them to disturb peace
and tranquility.” It added that the
two leaders agreed that the SREs
(5pecial Representatives) on the
India-China boundary question
would meet at an early date and
explore a fair, reasonable and
mutually acceptable solution to
the boundary question.

On the Chinese sude, official
news agency Xinhua reported:
“The two leaders commended
the important progress the two
sides had recently made through
mtensive communication on
resolving the relevant 1ssues in
the border areas. Modi made
suggestions on improving and
developing the relationship,
which 21 agreed to in principle.”

India has sought a return to the
pre-Cralwan status quo and at

The MEA statement
was forthcoming
about an agreement,
but the Chinese
Foreign Ministry was
reticent and opaque
about the Kazan
meetng.

this stage, itis not evident if Chi-
na has agreed to this formula-
tion. Furthermore, what has dis-
maved India i1s the manner in
which Befing chose to viclate
previous agreements.  They
include the 1993 peace and tran-
quillity agreement and the 1906
military  confidence-building
agreement. These agreements
are now in tatters and the chal-
lenge for India is to restore the
sanctity of these pacts, the first of
which was shepherded by then
PM Narasimha Rao and Presi-
dent Jian g Zemin.

: THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

The fine print of how the dis-
engagement along the LAC wall
proceed and the patmlling by
India as per the pre-Gabwan pat-
tern in all sectors will be
restored will have to be venfied
on the pround. The latest
reports mdicate that the process
of disengagement of troops has
bepun in the Depsang plains
and Demchok. While they have
a legacy (they predate Galwan),
disengagement there would be
important in reaching a final
settlement. Depsang remains a
contentious area, and a consen-
sual patroling armngement
there could pave the way for
moving towands de-escalation.

The Ammy Chief, Gen Upendra
Dwivedi, has dwelt on the need to
build trust’ in the first instance;
this prudence i1s not misplaced.
Whether Chinahas disengaged, as
sought by India, will be more evi-
dent nest summer, when more
mbust patrolling would be possi-
ble. Dwivedi has added that the
two sides “need to reassure each
other that we are not creeping into
buffer zones that are created and
build trust before tackling disen-
gagement, de-escalation, and de-
mduction phases”,

The buffer-zone concept along
the LAC came into existence after
the Gabwvan clash; it referred to a
demilitansed area at the five fric-
tion points where India and China
agreed to a limited disengage-
ment. These zones were stabilised

by September 2022, and the
impheation was that Indian
troops were not allowed to access
areas they had patrolled in the
pre-Gabwan period.

Thus, the erasure of the buffer
zone inall contested sectorsand a
verified return to the pre-Galwan
patrolling protocols along the LAC
would be a prerequisite for a satis-
factory disengagement, whach
could lead to de-escalation and de-
mduction. These complex tactical
issues call for strategic patience
and prudere on both sides.

Speaking about the Kazan sum-
mit, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi noted on October 25 that
the BRICS nations had a shared
pursuit. He added that China had
called for joint efforts “to build
BRICSinto aprimary channe for
strengthening  solidarity and
cooperation among Global South
nations” and emerge as a van-
puard for advancing global gover-
nance reform. The current US-led
global systerm has been less than
effective in dealing with the chal-
lenges that threaten peace and
secunty across the world. The
wars in Ukmine and West Asia,
dimate change and nudear
sabre-rattling are bleak exaamples
of such ineptitude.

However, the aspiration for
BRICS to become a more credi-
ble grouping cannot be realised
unless there 15 a major review
and rearrangement of the India-
China relationship. The received
wisdom based on China's
actions inrelation to Indiais that
it seels multipolarity at the glob-
al level (to reduce US primacy),
but wants to mpose Chinese
unipolarity in Asia. This is a
conundrum that the guardians
of the Mid dle Kingdom will have
to grapple with. Whether the
Kazan meeting will lead to such
objective introspection in Bei-
Jing is a moot point.

For India, in the contexct of the
LAC, the desirable policy option
wollld be to trust and verify, while
proceeding showly. Finally, a com-
prehensive white paper on the
Grabwan setback would help dha-
minate many strands of the bilat-
eral relationship that remain
shrouded inunwarranted secrecy.

Make fair agreements and stick to them. — confucius

tivity. Souza also faced societal resistance for his nudes,
challenging social boundaries. Austria’s Egon Schiele
endured legal consequences for works labelled porno-
graphic by the authorities, underlining a global history
of opposition to nude art rooted in conservative societal
norms. Adding to these historical challenges, today's
digital landscape brings new obstacles for artists who
share nude art online. Many social media platforms
uphold strict content guidelines, often censoring or
banning nude art despite its historical and cultural sig-
nificance. These policies complicate the sharing and
accessibility of nudeart, imiting artists’ reach and free-
domin a digital-first era.

Nude art holds profound cultural significance and s
celebrated inclassical forms as a tribute tohuman beau-
ty and expression. Yet, it s acceptance remains complex,
influenced by religious and moral standards. The HC
decizsion underscores the potential of art to provoke,
inspire and push societal boundaries. Embracing a
more informed, open-minded approach to evaluating
art is essential to fostering a culture in which creativity
can flourish free from restrictive censorship.

ON THIS DAY...50 YEARS AGO
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The wooing game

As part of its political strategy for the Indian subcontinent, the
Soviet Union has been shrewdly striving for a permanent
foothaold in Pakistan, It has already secured India’s lasting good-
will through generous economic assistance and the military
commitments inthe Indo-Soviet Treaty of August 1971, It is now
devoting much time and attention to Pakistan, mainly to count-
er the prowing Chinese and American influence. Mr Bhutto, on
his part, has been tryving to exploit the Soviet susceptibilities and
using his reinforced political leverage to extort maamum gains,
He has miterated that the Soviet friendship “does not affect. in
any way whatsoever, Pakistan's friendshipwith China.” In fact,
another Chinese friendship delega tion is reaching Pakistan this
week, Mr Bhutto is a past masterin the art of playing one pow-
er against another whenever feasible. With the rapport he has
now established with the Soviet Union, he commands the
unique distinetion of having the best of three wordds, mstead of
the proverbial two. The summit-level talks he had with Soviet
leaders in Moscow last week were the first since he assumed
office after the Bangladesh debade. The mutual differences on
some vital issues have not been allowed to hinder overt and
covert understandings in many fields. The search for the great-
est common factor is evident from the joint communique issued
after the Moscow summit. The stress throughout 15 on peace,
secunty and stability Any ambipuous reference to India,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh (with all of whom the Soviet Union
has cordial relations) has been scrupulously avoided.

The greatIndian
mosaic on display

Maj Gen ]S KaTARIA (RETD)

Jats and Rajputs in equal proportion. The saluta-

tion among the troops and officers 15 preceded by
‘Ram-Ram’ by Jats and *Jai Mata ji ki’ by Rajputs.
During Navratri, many soldiers observe a fast. Con-
suming non-vegetarian food during this period is
taboo. The celebrations largely conclude on the
eighth day, while some Rajput soldiers end their fast
on the ninth day, Navami.

Asayoung officer, I got an invite from Rajput soldiers
for a Navami function. After the initial prayers and
obeisance to Maa Kal, a goat was sacrificed and meat
cooked for prasad. After meat and rum were offered to
the goddess, these were distributed among the devo-
tees. This was the first time I had witnessed such a reli-
gious ceremony — it was a revelation to me.

Born and brought upinthe holy city of Amntsar in a pro-
gressive Sikh family, I had imbibed the virtues of respect-
ing all religions and their different ways of worship. On
joining the National Defence Academy, I encountered a
conglomeration of cadets from all religions and castes,
which had no bearing on our developing camaraderie,
Adapting toother religions and cultures came naturallyto
me, This was, and is, the norm in the Army

My maiden obeisance to Maa Kali had raised my
inquisitiveness about various gods and goddesses and
the nature of worship. During my career, I got many
opportunities to visit religious places and learn about
our religio-cultural diversity. ‘Raas Leela Dandiya’ in
Gujarat during the Navratras was a fascinating expe-
rience. Having married a woman who was born and
brought up in Kolkata, I attended Durga Puja festivi-
ties and enjoyed the cultural extravaganza. To top it all
was a trip to the famous temple of Maa Kaliduring the
grand culmination of Durga Puja.

A few years ago, a friend sent me a piece of "Angoas-
tra’ of Goddess Kamakhva from the revered Kamakhva
Temple, located in Kamrup distriet of Assam. It rekin-
dled my memories of a visit to the temple when I was
posted in that state. RHepresenting fertility, Goddess
Kamakhya 15 an important Hindu Tantrie goddess and
a remcarnation of Maa Kaali. Interestingly, Navratri cel-
ebrations at Kamakhva last 15 days.

The defence forces have a rich tradition of reli-

IW&E commissioned into a battalion comprising

gilous harmony. It 18 an important cornerstone of

their enviable performance on the battlefield.
Let's celebrate our diversity and defeat the forces
that are attempting to tear apart our vibrant reli-
gious and cultural fabric.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Captain's strategic move
Refer to ‘Amarinder stirs the Punjab pot
{The Great Game); Capt Amarinder Singh is
a well-read politician who is deeply conver-
sant with the socio-economic problems of
Punjab, He is the only surviving stalwart in
state politics who knows the pulse of the peo-
ple and is disillusioned with the political set-
up. The signs of fatigue in the AAP camp are
visible; the ruling party is failing to meet vot-
ers expectations. The steady erosion of the
SATDY s soeial and political base in Punjab has
demoralised its workers. In this complex
political scenario, Amarinder’s visit to the
Khanna granary, with farmers wating for
their paddy crop's tmely procurement,
assumes special significance. He knows well
that the people in villages and cities of the
state will not forget his visit in a hurry.

RAJ BAHADUR YADAV, FATEHABAD

No hope for farmers
Apropos of ‘Amarinder stirs the Punjab pot’;
the former Punjab CM's wvisit is going to
change the terrible situation being faced by
farmers. They have to sit for days onend just
to get their grain lifted and are alsobeing paid
way below the MSP. Amarinder Singh hifting a
few grains from a heap of paddy won't wipe
the tears off a farmer's face. If indeed he
wants to do something, he should ask the
state povernment why those arhtivas who are
imposing huge cuts onthe MSP are not losing
their hicences. The day he secures for the
farmers legal puarantee of the MSP for their
crop from the powers that be, hewould indeed
have stirred the political pot.

GURMNOOR GREWAL, CHAMDIGARH

Trudeau's election gimmick

With reference to * Trudeau's gambit’; Cana-
da has long shone as a beacon for immi-
grants, thanks to its famously lenient poli-
cies. However, the surge of newecomers has
precipitated an undeniable strain on essen-
tials like healtheare, housing and employ-
ment. Even some members within
Trudeau’s Liberal Party have begun to ques-
tion this policy. With elections a year away,
Trudeau’s worries are understandable. Yet,
his blatantly unabashed support for sepa-
ratist forces poses a serious threat to India.

Historically, India-Canada relations have
thrived, but Ottawa's unreserved support
for anti-India elements may jeopardise
hopes of harmonious bilateral ties.
HARBINDER S DHILLON, UNA

A series of missteps
Apopos of "Trudeau’s gambit’; given the cur-
rent situation in the Maple Country, it is evident
that the popularity of Justin Trudeau is waning,
To cling to power, he is adopting tactics like
patronising extremists and radicals to garner
the support of a particular community. He has
undermined Canada’s reputation at the inter-
national level Nobody should have been
allowed to sour the traditional cordial relations
with long-standing friend India. Parents wish-
ingto send theirchildren to Canada should wait,
weigh the pros and cons as employment and
aceommodation problems are acute there.
SUBHASH VAID, NEW DELHI

Face-saving ploy
With reference to ‘SAD's bypoll retreat’; the
Shiromani Akah Dal refraining from contesting
the bypolls 15 no doubt a calculated deasion
aimed at averting an imminent debacle. Citing
that Sukhbir Badal has been declared
"tankhaiya' 1s only a face-saving strategy. The
SAD, once a political foree to reckon with, has
become a pale shadow of its former self sinee its
rout in the 2017 and 2022 Assembly elections It
appears that the party solely may not be able to
face the next Assembly elections, so it may have
to take the BJP's support.

RAJ KUMAR KAPDOR, ROPAR

Strengthen Akali leadership
Refer to ‘SAD's bypoll retreat’; the party's
decision torefrain from contesting the bypolls
appears to be both a calculated retreat and a
move to preserve its religious integrity amidst
turbulent pohtical times. While citing religious
obligations to avoid the bypolls reflect s panth-
ie loyalty, the timing suggests a strategic
move, SAD's withdrawal raises concerns
about the party's political strength and dedi-
cation to its supporters. Strengthening its
leadership structure and transparency could
help regain public trust and stability before
the next Assembly elections.

PAWAN JOSHI, MOGA

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-4vord limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@iribunemall.com
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YOGESH GUPTA
FORMERAMBASSADOR

FTER reaching

an understand-

mg with the Joe

Biden adminis-

ration, [srael
despatched about 100 aireraft
to bomb 20 select targets in
Tehran, Khurestan and
Nam provinees of Iran on
October26, reportedly incdud-
ing its air defence systems
such as 5400, 5-300, missile
and dmone manufacturing
units and other miltary tar-
gets. The Israeh strike was in
response to more than 180
missiles which Iman had fired
at Israel on October 1 to dam-
age its military bases, Since
the US and its allies had
insisted that Iran's nuclear
installations and oil produc-
tion facilities must not be
attacked to prevent a wider
war, the Israelis focused on
making Iran ‘defenceless’,
destroving its radar facilities
for future strikes. Israel also
deaded not to attack the top
Iranian leadership to avoid
provoking the Immian mile
tary to retaliate with a second
strike on Israel.

The Iranian Fhreign Minis-
ter had told Arab govern-
ments earher that Iran did
not want a wider war and it

could absorb an Israeli retal-
mtory strike if military sites
were targeted rather than
sensitive oil or nuclear facili-
ties. The extent of the dam-
age to Irmnian military facli-
ties 15 not clear as the Islamic
regime has prohibited its
peaple from revealing details
in order to prevent a national
uproar The  Ayatollah
Ehomeini international air-
port iIn Tehran was reopened
for normal flights after the
Israeli military announced
that its overnight attacks
on Iran had concluded. The
US had warned Iran that if
it decided to retaliate, it
(US) would join the war on
behalf of Israel and cause
massive damage, Israel
also bombed military tar-
pets in Syria and Irag;
there were reports of fire at
several places,

Iran's reaction so far has
been restrained. It has stated
that the Israeli strike had
resulted in only ‘limited’
damage and it would humil-
mte Israel again. But Iran is
not talking about taking any
punitive action agamst
Israel 1mmediately. Iran
needs time to rebuild its
proxies like Hezbollah,
Hamas and others which
have been dealt a devastat-
mg blow by Israel.

President Biden moni-
tored the progress of the
Israeli  strikes from his
office. The ‘controlled and
limited’” conflict allowed
both Israel and Iran to save
face domestically wathout
triggering a wider confliet

OPED
IsraeHran face-off adds fuel to West Asia fire

RESENTMENT: People walk past an anti-US mural on a building in Tehran. reutems

which could damage their
economies and those of oth-
er countries. A full-blown
regional war would have car-
ried significant repercus-
gions for US domestic poli-
tics as Democratic Party
candidate Kamala Harris is
in a close race against
Republican nommee Donald
Trump in the upcoming
presidential elections. Har-
ris has called for de-escala-
tion of this conflict to attract
the support of Black, Arab,
Muslim and Hispanic voters.

What are the lessons from
the Iran-Israel conflict?
First, Iran has buttressed its
comprehensive national
power by mastering the
nudear fuel cvele and man-

[ran would continue
toplay therole of
a disruptor inany
reorientation of the
political or economic
framework of
the region.

ufacturing advanced
weapons. After this round, it
15 likely that Iran would aug-
ment its security by taking
remaining steps to build a
nuckear weapon. Iran has
reportedly reached an
agreement with Russia to
begin manufacturing the
advanced Sukhoi35 fighter
aircraft in exchange for set-
ting up similar facilities in
Russia to manufacture vark
ous missiles, It 15 already
building drones,
autonomous vehicles, sub-
marines and other advanced
weapons. Iran is also likely
to seek more advanced air
defence systems such as 5-
400 from Russia to protect
its sensitive mnstallations.

With ts revolutionary
Islamic ideology strongly
puiding its foreign policy.
Iran would continue to play
the role of a disruptor in
any reorientation of the
political or economic frame-
work of the region.

Second. though the UScon-
tinues to wield predominant
mfluence 1In West Asia, it
can't impose a solution of its
choice anymaore in the region.
The Great Powers' rivalry
has intensified, with Russia
and China actively support-
mg Iran, Syria and others. It
will become more difficult for
the US to impose sanctions
against the sale of oil by Iman
m future as many BRICS
countries are now keen to
transact oil purchases inlocal
currencies, bypassing West-
ern mechanisms.

Third, the current war has
further diminished the
prospects of finding a solu-
tion to the Palestinian issue
or other problems festering
in West Asia, While most
countries are now in favour
of a two-state solution to the
Palestimian problem, Israeh
PM Netanvahu does not
want to even consider such
a supggestion. His priority is
to continue attacking Iran-
1an proxies in the region
and decimate their infra-
structure and power. The
humanitarian erisis in Gaza
and southern Lebanon has
worsened and there 15 no
consensus yvet on ending
the conflict, the return of
Israeli and other hostages
and future governance of

the Gaza Strip.

After the beginning of
Israel's war in Gaza, the
Biden administration had
four mportant objectives:
supparting Israel's war to
elimmate the threat posed
by Hamas; helping to secure
the release of hostages; pro-
tection of avilians; and pre-
venting an all-out war in the
region, While the threat from
Hamas has been consider-
ably neutralised and a
regional war has been pre-
vented, the Biden adminis-
tration has failed to prevent
the kiling of more than
42,000 Palestinians, includ-
ing a large number of civil-
1ans and children. Two mil-
licn Palestinians are facing a
major humanitarian disas-
ter, and about 3,000 people
have died in Lebanon.

While Iran, Israel, Hamas
and Hezbollah bear the
main responsibility for the
ongoing  violence, the
Biden administration must
also accept blame as the
most important foreign pol-
iy actor in the region and
chief enabler of the war
The breaking out of a direct
war between the two
regional powers, Israel and
Iran has put West Asiain a
dangerous bind. India has
rightly reminded all parties
that the “ongoing hostili-
ties are to nobody's benefit
as innocent hostages and
civilian populations contin-
ue to suffer They should
exercise restraint  and
return to the path of dia-
logue and diplomacy™.

Hoax bomb threats reveal gaps in aviation security

SHARAD S CHAUHAN
DGP AND MD, PUNIAB POLICE
HOUSING CORPORATION

SURGE in bomb
threats has target-
ed hospitals,
malls, cdleges
and other mstitu-
tions across the country, but
with over 100 hoax calls in a
few days and their multi-
dimensional effects, the avia-
tion sector is the most vul-
nerable to disruption.

These hoaes ImMpose enor-
mots indirect costs on sooety,
disrupting operations, inciting
fear and diverting crucal
resources, They have created
mavhem in the aviation secton
with estimates indicating that
the economic cost of a sinple
hom ranges from lakhs of
rupees 1n the domestic sector
to as much as Bs 15-20 crmore on
international moutes,

These threats create a ripple
effect of consequences, inchud-
ing stress and ansaety for pas-
sengers, unexpected delays
and dismptions in tounsm and
business activities. Additional-
Iy, Indian carriers face a com-
petitive disadvantage. Securi-
ty and mtelligence resources
are strained and diverted from
genuine terronst  threats,
which canhave disastrous con-

sequences. The consistency of
the hoaxes and the sophistica-
tion and planning involved
sugpFest the mvolvement of a
non-state actor or a deep state
influence in the attacks.

Hoaxers and terronst proups
employ ancny i sing tools and
nebworks to evade detection,
such as the Tor network and
VPNs, which mask their IP
addresses and encrypt com-
munecations. Thev use end-to-
end encryplted services and
operate on the dark web o
ensure that their messages are
unreadable to outsiders, Caller
ID and email spoofing canpli-
cates traceability. They route
communications throughmul-
tiple proxy servers and relay
chains, use public wi-fi and
compromised devices to avond
detection and rely on burner
phones and disposable email
accounts, botnets for distnb-
uted and aufomated attacks,
making it challenging to pin-
point the source of threats,

Investigations mto  recent
hoaxes conducted by security
agencies reveal a pattern in
which threats are communi-
cated via socal media or phone
calls, often followed by a surpge
of similar threats occurnng in
a short ime frame. The nves-
tigations have traced the ongi-
nating IP addresses to loca-
tions in London and Germany,
where users are emploving
VPNs to conceal their online
identities and semd  tweets
from remote servers,

Dealing with such artsis a
challenging proposition. Along
with strict adherence to the
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DISRUPTIVE: The aviation sector is reeling under a spate of hoax bomb threats. /m

standard operating proce-
dures, comprehensive
response plans and modemisa-
tion of mpid response teams
thmough repular simulation
drifls are essential. Public
awareness campaigns should
be encouraged to educate citi-
zens about the senousness of
threats and the legal conse-
quences of such acts. Techno-
lopical advancements should
be finetuned, moluding the
development of Al and
machme-leaming  algonthms
that analyse threat communi-
cations to wdentify pattems
indicating hoaxes versus cred-
ible threats, These alFonthms
can analyse communication
patterns, detect anomales and
wlentify potential bomb threats
mredl time:. enabling priontisa
tion for immediate response.
Additionally, inteprating data
from varkous sources, such as
social media, past incidents
and mtelligence reports, allows
for arapid assessmentof threat

With stringent SOPs
in place, the only
viable solution and
decisive action is the
rapid arrest,
prosecution and
punishment of
those indulging
in hoaxes.

credibility,  Commumnication
mterception and analysis tools
are also crueial as they trace the
ornpging of emails and phone
calls — even those using
ancnymisation techniques —
and help dentify perpetrators
swiftly Furthermore, senti-
ment analyss can detect the
tone and wgency of threats,
assishng indistinguishing sen-
o threats frorm likely homeoes,

FIRs have been registered
under various sections of the
Bharativa Nyvaya Sanhita
(BNS) and Section 3(1¥d) of
the Suppression of Unlawful
Arts against Safety of Civil
Avation Act, 1982, in connec-
tion with the recent hoax
bomb threats. The BNS
enforces strict penalties to
discourage hoa calls. Section
353 addresses public mis-
chief, penalising those who
ntentionally spread false
information that incites fear
or disorder, with false bomb
threats punishable with up to

three vears of imprisonment.
Section 351 pertains to crimi-
nal intimidation through
anonymous communication.
Additionally, Section 113 of
the BNScovers terronsm, tar-
pgeting anvone who threatens
eonomic security with the
intent to nstil terror, This sec-
tion should be revised to
encompass hoaxes that qual-
if'y as termr acts in a bmader
context. The authorites
should not hesitate from
applving stringent provi-
zsions of the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act, when-
EVET NEcessary.

Besides putting hoaxers on
the no-fly list, the Centre
should ecollaborate with the
Unien Ministry of Home
Affamrs, Ministry of Law and
the ministries responsible for
avil aviation, mformation
and broadeasting, and infor-
mation technology to enact
deterrent legal amendments.
It should also examine the
anti-hoax provisions of other
oountries to establish strcter
regulations that specifically
address hoaxes, thereby cre-
ating a robust deterrent
agmnst such acts,

[nternational cooperation s
essential in addressing bomb
hoaxes and it should fomuis on
reating  joint global task
forces that unite law enforce-
ment, military, intelligence
agencies and cvbersecunty
experts. This collaboration
enables effective 1dentifics
tion, tracking and neutralisa-
tion of hoaes thmough shared
resourees and expertise. Addi-

| SU DO KU |

tionally, fostering publie-pn-
vate partnerships with entities
like telecommunications com-
panies can enhance efforts to
trace the ongins of bomb
threats, Lepal measures must
inchide harmonised legisla
tion acmss countries for con-
sistent prosecution of hoaxers
and stmnger extradition
treaties to ensure that offend-
ers are held accountable,
regardless of thar location.,
Meanwhile, no information
should be taken lightly. In
1988, Pan Am Flight 103 was
destroyved by a bomb over
Lockerbie, resulting in over
200 deaths. The US govemn-
ment received a specific threat
regarding a planned attack on
the flight. Despite heiphtened
security measures, including a
passenger suncharge and pub-
e wamings, the bombing
occurred. The warning, along
witha pite of papers, was found
in the airport afterthe attack.
The nsk of a penuine attack,
however minuscile, remains
too sipnificant for any govem-
ment or secunty agency to
politically 1gnore. With strin-
gent SOPs in place, the only
viable solution and decisive
action is the rapid arrest,
prosecution and punishment
of those indulging n hoaxes,
If mabcious, these hoaxes
lend credence to the age-old
claim that temronsts simply
want “a lot of people watching,
nota lot of people dead”. In this
contendt, the stakees are too high
and the cost of macton is
unthinkable. And, India is
watching impatienthy:
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Ganderbal terror attack probe hints
atintel gaps, undetected infiltration

SRINAGAR/ NEWDELHI, OCTOBER27
An investigation into the
October 20 terrorist attack in
Gagangir in Ganderbal dis-
trict has indicated significant
gaps m intelligence and
undetected infikmtion since
last one vear along the Line
of Control (LoC), officials
said on Sunday.

The attack, which clamed
the hves of seven individu-
als, mehiding a local doctor
and two labourers from
Bihar, has raised concerns
about the unreported trend
of Iocal youths joining mile
tant groups in Kashmir dur-
ing this perind.

The attack on the Z-Morh
tunnel construction site
imwvoblved two terrorists, one
identified as a local youth
from Eulgam in South
Kashmir who joined a ter-
rorist group in 2023, while
the otheris believed to have
come from Pakistan.

Secunty offieials expressed
alarm at the rapid radicalisa-
tion of local youths, under-
georing the need for
improved human intelli-
gence (HUMINT) capabili-
ties to identify them.

In hight of recent changes
in leadership of the Jammu
and Kashmir police and the
XV Corps of the Army, there

»1' numm
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: "!'h B The Ganderbal attack has
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forus on
enhancing HUMINT to pre-
vent local youths from ship-
ping into terrorism.

The terrorists on October 20
entered the construction site
and opened fire for about ten
minutes before fleeing into
nearby jungles. The local
assailant was ammed with an
AK rifle, while his accomplice
camried an American M-4 rifle.

Officals indicated that the
Incal termonst may have been
involved in fadlitating the
infiltration of the other

it a renewed

DIG asks police officers
toremain on high alert

OUR CORRESPONDENT

JAMMU, OCTOEER 27
In view of intelligence inputs
that terrorists might launch
attacks in Jammu division
after multiple attacks in
Kashmir, the Deputy Inspec-
tor General (DIG) of Police
shiv Kumar conducted a
secunty review in Samba
and Kathua districts,

“In viewof present security
seenario in the Union Territo-
ry, DIG, Jammu-Kathua-
Samba Range, Shiv Kumar
conducted security review of
Samba and Kathua dis-
tnets,” an official said.

During the visit, the DIG
met with Special Operations
Group (500G} members and
checked their preparedness
for anti-terrorist operations,
In Samba district, the DIG
visited AIIMS, Vpaypur
along wath 3S5P Vinay
EKumar and other senior
police officials.

He also visited BSF posts in
border areas, including
Paharpur in Kathua along
with S5P Shobit Saxena, ASP
Rahul Charak and other offi-
cials. The DIGalso conducted
ameetingwith secunty forces
of ficials in areas close to Pun-
jab border 1n Kathua. Check-
ingat vanous interstate police
posts was also reviewed.

“The DIG oonveved the
instnictions of DGP Nalin
Parbhat to the officials that all
secunty arrangements
should be on high alert and all
police personnel should be
ready to conduct operation
against terrorists. Repular
searches should be condudt-
ed in forests where presence
of termonsts has been sighted,
along with Army and CRPE"
the official said.

The DIG also instructed all
S55Ps, ASPs, SDPOs, amd
SHOs to conduct checkang of
busy markets inview of forth-
coming festivals.

LOCAL SUPPORT

B Recent terrorist attacks
indicate significant gaps
in intelligence and unde-
tected infiltration since
last one year along LoC

ralsed concerns about

the unreported trend af
local youths joining mili-
tant groups in Kashmir

during this period

= Security officials e:-tpreaa
alarm at the rapid radi-
calisation of local youths,
underscoring the need
for improved human
intelligence capabilities
to identify them

-EE:{:urit'.-' personnel keepvglon

the GuimargBotapathri mad. FiLe

attackeralong with his group,
who likely crossed the LoC
from the Tulail sector in
March this vear.

There have been intellr
gence reports of infiltration
attempts from  various
regions, mcluding Tulail,
Gurez, Machil and Gulmarg
in North Kashmir, since
December last vear, but the
Army has been denving them
due to lack of corroboration.

Similarly, the terrorists
involved in the incident at
Bota Pathri in the Gulmarg

region on Thursday that
left two soldiers and two
Army porters dead are
believed to have been holed

up in the higher reaches of

Afrawat since early August,
the officials said.
Previously, security agen-
cies have struggled apgainst
what they refer to as the “hid-
den threat” posed by temor-
ists emploving “conservation
and consolidation” tactics.
This strategy invobres infil-
trators remaining dormant
within the local population

until they recerne orders fmm
their handlers in Pakistan.

Officals beheve that the
recent month-long Assembly
elections in the Unnon Ternto-
ry may have prompted these
groups to remain low-profile
due to heightened security
measures  and  ncreased
mtemational serutiny:

The shift in terrorist opera-
tions has highlighted the
urgent need for enhanced
survellance to thwart for-
elgn mercenaries from exe-
cuting their plans, Security
forces have noted that the
infiltration and recruitment
of local youths have increas-
ingly taken place through
onhine platforms.

Terrorists are now relying
on encrypted messaging
services such as Telegram
and Mastodon, which are
already banned in certain
districts like Rajouri and
Poonch, for covert commau-
nication and operational
coordination.

As authorities remain on

high alert, the challenge of

gathering actionable
ground-level intelligence
persists, underscoring the
critical need for a compre-
hensive approach to count-
er-terrorism in the region,
thev said. — PT1
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Rana, Sharmalead race for LoP:
BJP may get Dy Speakers post

ARJUN SHARMA

JAMMU, DCTOBER 27
Two senior BIP leaders and
recentlyelected MLAs are the
frontrunners for the position
of Leader of Opposition (LoP)
in the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly.

Devender Singh Rana, who
has been elected MLA from
Nagrota constituency and
Sunil Sharma elected from
Padder-Nagseni seal are
vying for the postof LoP The
BJP had won 29 seats in the
recently concluded Assem-
bly polls and dominated in
Jammu region.

The BJP 15 also making
preparations to select the
Deputy Speaker as the
National Conference is likely
to offer the post to the saf-
fron party. Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha has already
summoned a session of the
legislative assembly in Sr-
nagar on November 4, Name
of BIP MLA Narinder Singh
Ramna, who defeated Con-
gress  working  president
Raman PBhalla from RS
Pura- Jammu South seat, is
doing the rounds for the post
of Deputy Speaker

The BJP Parliamentary
Board has appointed Union
Minister Pralhad Joshiand
BJF s national general sec-
retary Tarun Chugh as cen-
tral observers for the elec-

Senior BIP leaders Devender Singh Rana (L) and Sunil Sharma
are vying for the post of Leader of Oppaosition in the J&K Assembly.

tion of the legislative party
leader for J&EK. A meeting
in this regard was expected
last week, However,
sources said the meeting
will probably take place in
the coming days.

Devender Singh Rana is a
senior leader who got over-
whelming support from dif-
ferent communities in his
constituency. He won with
the highest margin of over
20,000 votes from Nagrota
seat, from where he was
elected even in 2014, Rana
had left the National Con-
ference 1n 2021 and joined
BJP after which the NC
strugeled to fill the vacuum
left wath his exit.

On the other hand, Sunil
Sharma is a former minister
who won from Kishtwar in
2014. After the change in his

Courtto pass order on Rashids regular bail pleatoday

AIP discusses future course of action

NEW DELHI, DCTOBER 27
A Delhi court is likely to pro-
nounce on Monday 1ts order
on a regular bail pleaof Engi-
neer Hashid, the Lok Sabha
MP from Baramulla, in a ter-
ror funding case.

Additional Sessions Judge
Chander Jit Singh, who on
september 10 granted inter-
im bail to Sheikh Abdul
Rashid, popular as Engineer
Rashid, to enable him to cam-
paign for the Assembly elec-
tions in Jammu and Kash-
mir, had earlier deferred the
order on his repular bail
application.

The judge had extended
Rashid's interim bail till
October 28 on the grounds of
his father's health.

The NILA had said it had ver-
ified the documents and it
was nol opposing the bail
application of the accused
due tothe health condition of
his father

Rashid had been lodged 1n
Tihar jail since 2019 after he
was arrested by the National

FROM PAGE 1

Sheikh Abdul Rashid,
Baramulla MP

Investigation Agency (NIA)
under the Unlawful Adi-
ties (Prevention)Actin a 2017
temror funding case.
Elections to the 30-member
J&K Assembly were held in
three phases from Septem-
ber 13 to October 1. The
results were declared on
October 8 in which the
National Conference-Con-
gress alliance attained a dear
majority with 48 seats. — PTI1

Our CORRESPONDENT

JAMMU, OCTOBER 27
Awami Itthaad Party con-
vened a meeting of con-
stituency heads and distriet
presidents n  Baramulla
today. Party leaders dis
cussed recent political devel-
opments and the challenges
on account of fallout of out-
come of party chief Sheikh
Abdul Rashid's bail judge-
ment scheduled for Monday
atthe Patiala House Court in
New Delhi.

The meeting served as a
stratepic
ATP's outreach and impact
across Jammu and Kashmuir,

Following the meeting,
Rashid addressed a press
conference, emphasising
that regardless of the court's
deasion, his commitment to
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir remains steadfast.
“*Whether in Tihar Jail or out-

Amid farm stir, Centre says will procure every grain...

WILL TALK TO HIM: JOSHI ON CAPT'S BJP REMARK

10 LMT. The total pmcure-
ment as on date 15 49.838 LMT
Already 3 200 nee millers have
registered with the FCI to hft
paddy and 3,250 have been
allotted 1t. We eapect 4.500 nee
millers to register” he said.
There are around 5500 rice
millersin Punjaband they have
beenrauctant tolift paddy fear-
ing kwer outturn ratio (paddy
to nee ratio} than the nomal 67
per cent due to use of some
hybnd vareties of nee this vear
The Centre gives arhtivas
commissions on 67 per cent
out-tum ratio (OTR}. On this
issue, the minister said the
PR-126 paddy variety had

IFr:rud Mlnlster H‘alhad J-EIEI'II
on Sunday said he would
speak to Capt Amarinder
about Punjab's farm issues

B don't knowwhat he has
said. ['will talk to him,” Jashi
said when asked by The Tri-
bune for comments on the

former F‘un}al:rCM s
remarks that the “BIP does
not seek his advice”

®3ingh had in an exclusive
interview to The Tribune
said his advice on farm-
ers' Issues was not being
sought by the BIP

been in exdstence in Punjab
since 2016 but there were
reports this year that some
hyvbrids were sold in the
name of PR-126 which is why
an EKharagpur IIT team is
already 1n Punjab to study
the varieties and recommend
a review ofthe OTR as Mann

had sugpested.

“Should such a review hap-
pen it will be pan-India,” said
Joshi, adding that Rs 9.820-
crore payment had been made
to the procurement agencies
concerned in Purgab and they
had already released Rs 7.640
crore to fammers,

Belore Diwali, air ‘very poor in..

making visibility difficult.
The minimum temperatiure
was recomded at 20.1 degrees
Celsnis, one notch above the
season's average. In neigh-
bouring Harvana, the air qual-
ity in 11 cities, mcouding
EKurukshetra, Kamal, Kaithal,
Rohtak, Jind, Sonepat, Bhi-
wani and Gurugram, contin-
ued to be In the poor category.
The AQI was recorded at
283 in Bhiwani. 272 in
Sonepat, 254 in Hohtalk, 2391
Gurugram, 233 in Kaithal, 225
in Hisar, 215 in Karnal, 214 in
Kurukshetra, 209 in Sirsa, 208

in Faridabad, and 207 in Jind.

Meanwhile, 13 fresh cases of
farm fires werereported in the
state on Sunday, taking the
total number of such cases to
713. Kaithal has reported the
maximum 135 farm fires, fol
lowed by Kunikshetra (106),
Ambala (75), Kamal (74), Jind
(53), Fatehabad (42), Sonepat
(41), Faridabad 34), Yamu-
nanagar (30), Panipat (29), Pal-
wal (27), Hisar (20), Sirsa (19),
Panchkula (14), Rohtak (11),
and Jhagar (3). At least, 1,005
cases of farm fires were
reported during the come-

sponding period last vear.

Nirmal Eashyap, Senior
Environmental Engineer,
State Pollution Control Board,
said, “The weather conditions
are chanping dmstically with
a dip in temperature and
reduced aiflow. The disper-
sion of dust has stopped
because of poor airflow. This
has an adverse impact on the
air quality. Besides, there 15
poliution by vehides. The cur-
rent situation is likely to stay.
People will burst crackers on
Diwali, which will furthertake
a toll on air quality:

No cause for worry: Food Secy
Asked about the plan on the
basis of which the govern-
ment was sure of procuring
and storing paddy smoothly,
Food Secretary Sanjeev
Chopra said the commitment
wias to procure 185 LMT pad-
dy orabout 124 LMT rice.

“Tf we take the average pro-
curement of nee we have done
in the past five vears, it is 84
LMT By December onan aver-
age, we have procured 15.5
LMT cnver the past five vears,
Soeven if we take that avermage
we already have 14 LMT space:
available today and will have
16 LMT by November 1, more

capacity than we need. Some
vested interests are peddling
rumotirs on the issue. Even in
the pre-Covid season of 2019,
we had only space for 13 LMT
rice in Punjab. Thday we have
more,” said Chopra.

He also explained that the
Centre has plans to move out
13 to 15 LMT paddy from Pun-
jab every month. “Even if yvou
takethe lower figure of 13 LMT
per month for hfting paddy, we
wolld havemoved 67 LMT out
of Punjab by March. The state
government has offered us 40
LMT space which we will take
without tendenng. So there is
no issueof space,” Choprasaid.

HC admits CBIs appeal
against Sajjans acquittal
in 1984 Sikh riots case

rioting agamst them. A Sikh
man, Iidentified as Surit
singh, was killed during the
nadent in Sultanpuri
Eumar was accused of vari-
ous offences  punishable
under the Indian Penal Code
(IPC), including promoting
enmity between different
groups on grounds of rel-
gion, race ete. (Section 1534A),
abetment of any offence (Sec-

tion 109), murder {(Section
202) and noting (147).

The anti-Sikh riots had
broken out after the assassi-
nation of then Prime Minis-
ter Indira Gandhi by her
Sikh bodyguards on Octo-
ber 31, 1984. Kumar is cur-
rently lodged in Tihar Jail
serving life term after con-

viction in another case
related to the riots. — PTI

assessment  of

side, T will never be deterred
from representing the senti-
ments and le gitimate aspira-
tions of the people” he
asserted. Er Rashid high-
lighted his outreach efforts
dunng his time out on inter-
im bail, covering not only the
Baramulla parhamentary

constituency but also partsof

centml and south Kashmir
Rashid also expressed con-

ditional support for Chief

Minister Omar Abdullah,
stating that he would back
any initiatves beneficial to
the people of J& K. He urged
Omar Abdullah to fulfil his
poll promises, including 1

lakh jobs, 200 free units of

electricity and 12 free pas
cvlinders and questioned
what Omar discussed with
kev national lead ers, includ-
ing the Prime DMmister
Defence Minister and Home
Minister. He called on Omar
Abdullah to clarify whether

1ssues like the restoration of
Article 370 and the release of
political prisoners were part
of those discussions and
what responses wene
recenved.

Additionally, Rashid
extended his gratitude tociv-
il secretariat officers and dis-
trict-level officials, prasing
their cooperation in review
meetings and addressing
public issues. He confirmed
that the finanaal commit-
ments he made dunng his
visits and review sesswons
had been recommended to be
released from the MPLADS
fund and urged the adminis-
tration to ensure swift imple-
mentation of these works.

Rashid reassured the pub-
lic that he, his team, and
newly  established AIP
offices across Baramulla
Parliamentary Constituen-
ey are dedicated to serving
the people.

Cong team visits Reasi,
Udhampur for feedback

JAMMU, OCTOBER 27
A fact-finding team of the
Congress visited Reasi and
Udhampur distnets on Sun-
day to ascertain the reasons
for the party's poor perform-
ance in the recently-held
Assembly polls in the UT, a
party spokesperson said.

The team headed by J&K
Congress  vice-president
Ravinder Sharma interact-
ed with party candidates
and other leaders, includ-
ing distriet and block fune-
tionaries, besides leaders of
the party's frontal wings,

the spokesperson said.
Accompanied by the
team members, including
Ved Mahajan, Jahangir
Mir, Naresh Gupta and
Dina Nath Bhagat, Sharma
held detailed deliberations
with the leaders over the
party's poor poll show,
despite alleged resentment
against the BJP on various
issues, including unem-
ployment, inflation and
anti-people decisions of
the Centre and the Lieu-
tenant Governor's admin-
istration in the UT, — PTI

constituency this time to
Padder-Nagseni n Kishtwar
district, many feared that he
may not be able to register a
win from the area, which has
asubstantial Muslim popula-
tion. However, negating the
forecast, Sharma was able to
emerge victorious.

With Rana coming from
Rajput community and
Sharma from Brahmin com-
munity, casteis alsolikely to
play an important role in the
selection of the Leader of
Opposition.

The BJP was able to win
highest number of seats 1n
Jammu and Kashmir this
time. The party won even
in some areas with sub-
stantial Muslim popula-
tion. But it was not able to
open its account in the
Kashmir region.

Armyunveils
statue of Sikh
warriorin
Rajouri dist

JAMMU, OCTOBER 27
Ammy on Sunday unveiled the
statue of preat warnor Baba
Banda Singh Bahadurto com-
memorate his 355th birth
anniversary at Narian along
the Jammu-Poonch national
highway in Rajour: district. a
defence spolesman said.

The unveiling of the statue
by the General Officer Com-
manding, the 25 Infantry Divi-
sion, Major General Gaurav
Rishi, coincded with Infantry
Day which was celebrated by
the Army acmss the region.

Afterthe inaupuration, the
defence spokesman said the
place would be known as
‘Baba Banda Singh
BahadurMod'. Beinga preat
waltrior, Bahadur continues
to mmspire the people of
Rajoun and will instil a sense
of pride amongst the civilians
and locals moving along the
highway, he said. — PTI

Threekilled
inJammu
road mishap

IAMMU, OCTOBER 27
Three wouths were killed
when their motorcyde collid-
ed head-on with a truck here
on Sunday evening.

The acodent took place
near Panjganan in the Nagm-
ta area along the Jammu-Sri-
nagar national highway,
police officials said. The three
youths died on the spot after
their motoreyole collidedwith
the truck. Their bodies were
shifted to Government Med-
ical College for post-mortem
and identification. — PTI

50 flights receive hoax bomb...

FROM PAGE 1
that received security-related
alerts incdude 6E 11 (Delhi-
Istanbul), 6E 92 (Jeddah-
Mumbail, 6E 112 (Goa-
Ahmedabad), GE 125
{(Bengaluru-Jharsuguda), 6E
127  (Amritsar-Ahmedabad)
and 6E 135 (Knlkata-Pune).
Among others are 6E 149
{(Hvdermabad to Bagdogm ), 6E
173 (Delhi to Bengaluru), 6E
175 (Bengaluru to Delhi), 6E
197 (Raipur to Hvderabad).
6E 248 (Mumbai to Eolkata),
6E 277 {(Ahmedabad-Lic-
know), 6E 312 (Bengaluru to

Enlkata). 6E 235 (Eolkata-
Bengaluru) and 6E T4
(Rivadh-Mumbsai).

Civil Aviation Minister K
Bammohan Naidu on Sun-
day said the Centre was
mulling steps to ban perpe-
trators, who resort to hoax
bomb threats, from flying
The minister also saud
besides taking support from
mternational agencies, law
enforcement wings and the
Intelligence Bureau to pre-
vent these fake threats. the
Centre was mulling to amend
two Civil Aviation Laws.

Against the backdmop of a
gpate of hoax bomb threats to
airlines, the IT Ministry has
asked soaal media platforms
to observe due diligence obli-
gations and  promptly
remove or disable access to
misinformation within the
strict timelines prescribed
under IT rules.

Meanwhile at least 10 major
hotels in Lucknow recemed
bomb threats via email on
Sunday. The Bomb Detection
and Disposal Squad did naot
find anything suspicious, offi-
cials said. — PT1
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CLASSIFIEDS
SITUATION VACANT

Giold Coast Hotel Maoga requires
Mssistant Managers. SHEREI-BIIRLZ,
geemogaiemaileom (CL2406T156)
Required Bramch Manager, Payroll
& Billing Execcutive for Security
Company in Lwdhiana Experience
desirable. Comntact:  TRITT-40503,
EA4H3-91 500, {CL24068415)

Required Front  office givls.
Graduste! +2, Baszic knowledme of
Computer. Haotel Red Pamadise,

Patiala Foad Zirak Mohile GHERS-
EA5. [ELE#CIE-BFL;J)
Immediately reguidred MBBS,
Gynmaccologist  Doctors in Shei
Mabh Kanwal Raja Sahib Memorial
Trust Charitable Hoespital Mazara
Mau Abad Distt. SBS MNagar. Frec
scoommdation, free mess, handsome
salary. Walk-in imterview. Contact:
SR147-03025. (CL2406B985)

DAV PUBLIC SCHOOL,
MOOMNAK, SANGRUR (FB.)
{Ph. Mo. 95972-B2573,
Email: davwmoonakiEyahoo.codn)
MANAGED BY
D.AV. College Managing
Committee, Mew Delhi
Applications are mvited for the
bedow mentioned posts:

P GIs : Chemisiny, Commerce,

Ecomomics, Political Scence
TGTs: Science, Maths, Hindi,

Social Science
BPRIs: Emnglish, Matha, Socisl
Science, Spl. Edu. {01), Coursslior
{01}, Mother Teachers {0&), PET
{02), Music {02), Dance {02), Ars &
Craft Teacher {(02), Saff Murse {01),
LOC {01), Lab Assistant {01)
Final selection will be mads
on the basis of Demo & Pansl
interviews at School bewvel For
qualification and application form
wiai https :Fdavmoonak edu.in

PRIMNCIPAL

CL24068%87

PUBLIC NOTICES

L Avmy Mo JC ATISA1F Sub Major
& Heny. Lt Bhupender Singh declane
that in the Army documens my
wife's name has boen registered as
Soema Devi, her real name is Scema
that's as per the Aadhar cand alzo.
(CL24069176)

TENDER NOTICE

MD Davanand Moedel School,
{affiliasted o CBSE & managed by
DAY CMC Mew Delhi] Nakodar,
Dhistt. Jalandhar, Quotation invite from
reputed transporiers for School bust
tempe waveller on coniract basis in
differemt we. f December 2024 for
twi year. Form available in the School
Office on payment of Rs 50/-
Contact: 0182 1-500748, Principal/
Manager {CL24069170)

COURT NOTICES

(U/O 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Sh. Sachin Yaday
Addl. Civil Judpe
{51 Dhvisiond,
Chandigarh
Canara El-:mk
Vi
M/s Raghay Gift and Greetings
Suit for Recovery
CHE Nao.
CHCHO2-004 1222023
Next Date; 09,12 N34
Publication issued to:
. M's Raghav CGift and Greetings
through its Proprictor Ms. Leena
Jain Registe O ffice at 5C0O
[024-25, FF, Sector 228,
Chandigarh 160022, Ind Addrss
SCO 1110-1111, Basement Sector
228, Chandigarh, 3md Address SCF
7, Top Floor, Veer Shopping
Complex, VIP Road, Lohgarh
Zimkpur Mohali Punjab 160603, 2.
Ms. Leena Jain Proprictor M/s
Raghav Gift and Greetings rfo Flat
(02, HI Tower, Maya Garden,
Limkpur City, Mohali, Pb.
In above titled case, the

defendant{s)/respondent(s) could
not be served. It is ordered that

defendant{s) respondent{s) should
appear in person or through counsel
om (9 122024 at 14000 a.m.

For details logon to
https:/‘highcourtchd gov. in™
tre=district_noticedudistrict=

chandigarh
Dated, this day of 25.09 324
S4d'- Sachin Yadav
Addl. Civil Judge
{Senior Division],
CL24068997 Chandigarh
(U7O 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Mandeep Kawr

Principal Judge,
Family Court, Amritsar

Rapwmder Kaur

Vs,

Jatinder Singh Dhillon
CNR No.
PBASO1-004299-2024
Previous Date: 10.10.2024
Next Date: 28.11.2024

Publication 1ssued to:
Jatinder Singh Dhillon s'o
Raghbir Singh rfo 30135,
Monache Meadows Dr
Bakersfield, California.
93313, United States of
America.

In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It 1s
ordered that defendant(s)
respondent(s) should appear
m person or through counsel
on 28.11.2024 at 10:00 am.

For details logon to
https://highcourtchd. gov.in/?
trs=distnct noticeddistrict=

amritsar
Dated, this day of 22.10.2024
Sd/-
Mandeep Kaur
Prmcipal Judge,
Family Court,
CL24069123 Amritsar.

“The Triburne Trusl doaes
not take responsibility
Tor the conlenls
al lhe advarlisemanls
{Display! Classified)
carried in this
fewspaper. The papear
does Nnol endorse the
Same. Readars are
reguested Lo vearily Lhe
contents aon their
owr balore ar_:ting
There |J|':|-r:|r"|."
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Amid festive rush, 9 injured in
stampede at Bandra rly station

Central Railway | |mposes platfﬂrm tlcket Sale restnctlr::ns to curb crowding
=T

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, 0CTOBER 27
Nine persons were injured,
including two n a critical
condition, ina stampede inci-
dent as passengers rush to
board a Gorakhpur-bound
train at the Bandra mailway
station in Maharashtra on
Sunday morning,

The two seriously injured
persons were identified as
Indrajit Sahani(19) and Noor
Mohammed Shaikh (18).
They have been admitted at
the Bhabha Hospital.

In view of the upcoming
Diwali and Chhath festivals, a
large number of people plan-
ning o go to their native places
had reached the Bandra Termi-
nus where several passengers
rushed to boand the unreserved
tiin when 1t was being
brought on a platform.

The empty Antyvodava
Express, having all 22 peneral
class coaches was belng
backed on platform no.l at
around 245 am. Things pot
out of hand when passengers,
who had queued up while
waiting for the train, tried to
board 1t when it was taken on
the platform from the vard
with doors of the coaches
locked from inside

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi saud the “stampede”
was the latest example of
India’s crumbling infrastnic-
ture. Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Aditya Thackeray said the

'lhﬂ 'ﬂ-“

!}__F

EXAMPLE OF CRUMBLING INFRA: CONG

66 Inauguraunnsand thlICItj.l’EI‘E ameptahle ﬂnly
when the foundation behind them is about public
good. When people lose their lives; and bridges or
statues start crumbling after the ribbon-cutting, it is a
matter of serious concern. The Bandra station

stampede is the latest example of India’s crumbling
infrastructure. Rahul Gandhi, Lsws: oF arsosTio, L0 SAE

madent at Bandra reflected
how “incapable” the cument
Raibways Minister was.

“Wish the reel minister was
a rail minister for once. The
modent at Bandm only
reflects how incapable the
cumrent Railways Minister is.
The BJP has made Ashwini
Vaishnaw a Prabhar for the
BIP Maharashtra for elec-

Senafields Deora
against Aaditya

MUMBEBAIL OCTOEBER 27
The Shiv Sena led by OM
Eknath Shinde today nominat-
ed Rajyva Sabha MP Milind
Deora apgainst ex-CM Uddhav
Thackeray's son and Shiv
Sena (UBT) nominee Aaditva
Thackeray from Mumbai's
Worliin the Assembly pdl.

Deora, a former Congress
leader, joined the Sena before
the Lok Sabha elections and
was subsequently elected to
the Rajva Sabha. Shinde's
decsion to pit Deom apamnst
meumbent MLA Aaditya will
make Worli a high-voltage con-
test. The Shiv Sena today
announced 20 candidates,

It also fielded BJP MP
MNarayvan Rane's son Nilesh
Rane from Kudal, His
yvounger brother Nitesh
Rane has been renominated
by the BJP from Kankavali.

The party has picked MLC
and former MP Bhawana
Gawali from Risod in Washim
distnct, while another MLC,
Amshya Padwi, will contest on
sena ticket from Akkallava
constituency:

CONG NAMES 14
MORE CANDIDATES

B The Congress onSunday
issued a listof 14 candk
dates for the Maharashta
Ameml:rlye Lecmns

®| alu HShewale has
replaced Madhukar Kriske
harao Deshimukh from
Aurangabad East, while
Adhok Jadhav has
replaced Sachin Sawant in
the Andheri West segment.

Former Lok Sabha member
Sangay Nirupam will contest
from the Dindoshi seat in
Mumbai The Sena has also
nominated former BJP leader
Mumi Patel for the Andheri
East seat in the state capital.

BJP ex-MP Rajendra Gav-
it, who joined the Sena in
2019 and won the Palghar
Lok Sabha seat then, has
been fielded from Palghar

Elections to the 288 member
Maharashtra Assembly will be
held on November 20 and
votes will be counted on
November 23. — PT1

tions, but every week there
are some incidents and acca-
dents that ocour with the mail-
ways, Such a shame that our
country has been foreed
undern such incapable minis-
ters.” Aditva added.

His party colleague Sanjay
Raut said Vaishnaw was too
bu sy with the bullet tmin proj-
ect, while passengers in Mum-

People gather atthe Bandra rEIh"-'a'y' station afterthe stampede incident in Mumttal onSu nda}' Pl

Follwing the stampede
mcident, the Central Raibway
on Sunday imposed a tempo-
mary restnction on sale of plat-
form tickets at major stations
to reduce festbval crowding.

Central railway said the
platform ticket sale restric-
tions will be in foree at Chha-
trapati Shivjai Maharaj Ter-
minus, Dadar Kurla LTT
Thane, Kalyan, Pune and
Nagpur stations with imme-
diate effect. Westerm Ratlway
said platform  ticket sale
restrictions have  been
imposed till November 8 at
Mumbai Central, Dadar, Ban-
dra Terminus, Bonvali, Vasai
Road, Vapi, Valsad, Udhna
and Surat stations.

09

TMCaided state-sponsored
infiltrationin Bengal Shah

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 27
Home Minster Amit Shah on
Sunday accused the TMC

government in West Bengal of

amding “state-sponsored infil-
tration” and corruption.

He further said that inci
dents of assault on women in
Sandeshkhalh and the rape
and murder of a doctor at the
RG Kar Hospital were evi
dence that women are “not
safe” in the state.

Criticising the West Bengal
Government, Shah further
said all funds sent by the Cen-
tre to the state. “were being
sacrificed at the altar of cor-
ruption’.

Hemade these remarics dur-
g his address after inaugu-
rating the new passenger ter-
minal building and a Maitri
Drvar at Petrapole in West
Bengal, built at a cost of Bs 487
crore by the Land Port
Authonty of India (LPAT).

Shah pomnted out that under
the previous UPA govern-
ment, Rs 5,000 crore was allo-
cated to Bengal thmugh the
MGNREGA scheme, which
the NDA governmenthikedto
R 54,000 crore overthe Last 10
yvedars. He emphasised on the
need to investigate why this
money did not reach the ben-
eficiaries of the schemes,

Lauding LPAT's initiative,
Shah said it would play a big
role in curbing illegal infiltm-
tion from Bangladesh. “Tf yvou
vote for change m the 2026
Assembly elections, then the
BJP will only rest after com-

Environment Mmistry team
in Kenya to source cheetahs

M:SH E.E.'.rTmm_m

NEW DELHI, 0 CTOBER 27

A four-member delegation of
the Environment Ministry 1s
away to Kenva to source chee-
tahs as well as finalise 3 mem-
orandum of understanding
(Mol with the African nation
on enhancmg cooperation in
wildhfe conservation.

Officials from the ministry
said the new batch of chee-
tahs — 14 are hkely to be
sourced — from Kenya was
hkely to adapt better to
India's elimate, “Kenya is in
the northern hemisphere
and its cheetahs will adust
better in India's tropical chi-
mate. The wild cats sourced
earlier were from the south-
ern hemisphere in Africa, a
reason why they developed
thick fur on their neck in the
winter. Also, there isheat and
humidity at Kuno, which led
to mfections,” an official
from the ministry said.

The official saxd as part of
efforts towards wildlife con-
servation, Kenyva wanted 1ts
forest staff to be trained at

FILE PHOTO

14 likely tn hc hrnught to India
i i

the Wlld]lie Institute of
India in Dehradun. “They
have sought long-term sup-
port.,” he said. The new
bateh of cheetahs will be
mtroduced in Gandhi Sagar
Wildlife Sanctuary in Mad-
hva Pradesh, which will be
the second sanctuary dedi-
cated to the animal.

Earlier this year, a six-
member Kenyvan delepgation
had wvisited the EKuno
National Park to ascertain
the management of chee-

tahs. Th-E -I.'].E']-EEJLIUH I €171 -
bers also visited Gandhi
Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary.
Meanwhile, the Centre is
deliberating on developing
Hdurddel*u Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in Madhya Pradesh and
Sl'uihgarh Wildlife Sanctu-
ary and Desert National
Park in Rajasthan as poten-
tial landscapes for chee-
tahs. At present, there are
24 cheetahs at Kuno, which
mclude 12 adults and two
Inda-born cubs.

India ranked 176 on nature conservation index

AKSHE.E.‘I.'THAEUR

NEW DELHI, 0CTOBER 27
With a score of45.5 outof 100,
India mnked 176 out of 130
countres inthe Global Nature
Conservation Index. It was
placed just abowve Kiribati
which ranked 180, Turkey
{ranked 179), Iraq (178) and
Micronesia (177,

The Index, launched this
month, evaluates conserva-
tion efforts on four parame-
ters — management of land.
threats faced by biodiversity,
governance and capacity, and
future trends. India's low
ranking i being pnmanly
attributed to rising threats to
biodiversity and the mneffi
aent management of land.

‘Unique  habitats  like
India's deserts, with 628 plant
species, and oold deserts
(Himalayas) protect rare
species like the Snow Leopard
and require attention to con-
servation. Though 7.5 percent
of India's terrestrial area is
protected, mprovements are

RANKING QUESTIONED

&6 The report says that
our land management is
poor. Imagine several
African countries faced
with unprecedented
extension of deserts, US
and Canada are leading

in terms of forest fire, and

yet all are above us.
BK Singh, £emmay rOREST SERMCE OFRCER

SHOWS LACK OF WILL

&6 When reserve
forests and protected
areas are merely for the
sake of numbers and
optics, and when there
is no real will to
conserve forests and
wildlife, the net result is
usually like this. Rohit
Choudhary, BvRONMENT ACTHEST

needed in marine protected
areas,” stated the Nature Con-
servation Index.
ed about the claims made in
the index. Former Indian For-
est Sernace officer, BK Singh,
commented, “The report says
that our land management is
poar Imagine several African
countries faced with unprece-
dented extension of deserts,
and all are aboveus”

“In regards deforestation,
there are severl reports mdi-
cating that boreal forests,

Amazon forests, and forests
of Congobasin are subjected
to severe losses as compared
to us. The US and Canada
are leading in terms of forest
fire. In 2023, forest fires In
Canada caused a surge m
Freenhouse gas emission.
How can the v be rated above
us?" Singh asked.

He said that the reportis a
data-driven analysis and not
a study report based on any
satellite images. It 15 quite
difficult to compare coun-
tries based on the records of

land management and biodi-
versity conservation, Coun-
tries keep their land/soil fer-
tility data m different
formats,. which indeed
makes it difficult to analyse
and compare.” Singh sad.

The report said that over
10,47 percent of India’s GDP
was allocated to emironmen-
tal and conservation manage-
ment in 2023-2024.

[t noted that due to India's
role as both a source and
transit point for trafficked
wildlife, many species were
illegally moved in and out of
the country.

Common wildlife seizures
in India include wory, Indian
star tortoises, red sandal-
wood, and rhino horns, Partic-
ularly, pangolin poaching and
tiger part tmafficking are on
the nse. “India ranks fourth
globally in dlegal wildlife
trading, worth over £15 hllion
annually, Thus, there 1s need
for stricter enforcement and
international cooperation,”
the report said.

Emaronment activist Rohit
Choudhary commented,
“When reserve forests and
protected areas are merely for
the sake of numbers and
optics, and when there 15 no
real will to conserve forests
and wildlife, the net result is
usually like this"

Congress general secretary
in-charge (communications)
Jairam Ramesh commented,
“Whenever India pets a very
lenwr rank on some global index
or the other, the immediate
response of the non-biological
PM's drumbeaters and cheer-
leaders is to attack the index
itself as a plot to defame India
by agenda-driven NGOs."

“But, what will be the
response  to  the just
released Nature Conserva-
tion Index, in which India
ranks a miserable 176th out
of 180 countries? This
Index has been co-devel-
oped by Israel's Ben Guri-
on University. Will the bona
fides of this university too
be questioned?” he sad.

Home Minister Amit Shah with party leader Mithun Chakraborty
during the BJPF's membership drive in Kolkata on Sunday. /i

pletely stopping illegal move-
ment from across the border,”
he said.

“Mamata Banerjee was part
of your government for 10
vears, butwhat have vou done
for Bengal?" Shah asked lead-
ers of the INDI alhance.

“All the funds sent by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
Bengal are eaten up by the Tri-
namonl Congress workers and
don't reach the real benefick
aries. She should get this
probed,” Shah said.

Meanwhile, refernng to the
Maitri Dnwar, the Minister said
that it would help in establish-
mg peace in the eastern fron-
tier, as the lack of a legal
framework formovementhad
led to illegal crossings. Shah
said peace in West Bengal
oould only be established
when the support for illegal
mfiltration was stopped. This
would usher in a new era of
partnership with neighbouir-

ing countries, he said.

The Home Minister also
highlighted the Centre's role
in transforming theconcept of
the LPAI. He noted that it was
previously seen as a mene
means of trade, but now it has
become a gateway to prosper-
ity and peace, playing a signif-
icant role in connecting with
the neighbouring nations,
promoting legal trade and
contnbuting to the creation of
a prosperous nation.

shah mentioned that the
terminal building, built at a
cost of approximately Rs 500
crore, had the capaaty to han-
die 25000 passengers daily.
He added that this would
preatly boost medical and
educational tourism.

The Maitri Dwar, construct-
ed at a cost of Rs 6 crore, will
allewy  smooth  passape of
transport with a handhng
capacity of over 600 to T0O
trucks per day.

Modli, Spain PM to
inaugurate C-295
plantin Vadodara

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 27
Prime Minister NarendraModi
and Spanish PM Pedro
sanchez will maupgurate the
“final assembly line” o manu-
facture the C-206 mihitary air-
craft at Tata Advanced Sys-
tems Limited {TASL),
Vadodara, on Monday. The
Bicility wall be the first private
sector assembly line for mili-
tary atreraft in India.

A total of 56 amreraft are to
be manufactured at the cost
of Rs 21,935 crore, under a
joint venture between Euro-
pean major Airbus and Tata.
Sixteen of the planes are
being delivered by Airbus
from Spain, and 40 will be
manifactured in India.

Ambus, which delmvered the
first plane in September 2023,
will complete the supply by
August 2025, So far, six planes
have been del vered to India.

The first plane from the Vado-

First plane toroll out
fromfacilityin 2026

dara facility will roll out in Sep-
tember 2026 and the remaming
by August 2081,

The C-295 is a versatile, new
renemmation tactical  arhift,
which specalises in air trans-
port missions under all types of
weather conditions,

For the 40 amrcraft to be
made inIndia by the TASL, a
substantial proportion of C-
205 components, sub-assem-
blies and major component
assemblies of aero structure
are planned to be manufac-
tured in India. Other than the
aero engine and avionics,
which are sourced by Airbus,
13 000 small and big parts
needed in the C-295 will be
produced in India.

Of the 37 companies denti-
fied by Airbus for mamafactur-
ing parts, 33 are MEMEs.

Salman Khan should

apologise to Bishnoi
community: Tikait

PRAYAGRAJ, OCTOBER 27
Amid reports of a threat to Bol-
hwood star Salman Khan's
life from the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang, Bharmativa Kisan Tnion
(BK1T}leader Rakesh Tikait on
Sunday saxd the actor should
apologise to the Bishnot com-
munity because if a dispute 15
resolved by apologising, then
there is nothing wrong m it
Tikait, who was here o take
part in a farmers’ “Mahapan-
chavat”, said this while reply-
g to a reporter’'s question on
jailed gangster Lawrence Bish-
nol. “If any dispute ends by
apologising to the Bishnol com-
munity, then what is wrong in
it? If a mistake has been made
knowingly or unknowinghy,
then what does Salman Khan
loseinapologising,” the farmer
leader asked. He also alleged
that the Uttar Pradesh Govern-

ment, which had promised free
electricity to farmers, had start-
ed mstalling meters i their
fields,

“We do not know how free
electneity will come from the
meters,” he said while talking
to reporters after the “Kisan
Mahapanchayat” held at
Munderahere. “Ifmetersareto
be installed, then they (BIP)
will have to bring it m their
manifestn before the 2027 (UTF)
Assembly polls. Otherwise, a
meter will not be installed ina
farmer's field,” Tikait saud.

He alleged that the cropwas
being procured from farmers
inJaunpur, Mirzapur and Bal-
lia at Bs 1200 per quintal, “The
same is the casewith maize, In
Bihar alone, farmers have suf-
fered a loss of Rs 1 lakh ecrore
by selling crops at low prices,”
Tikait sand. — PTI



1
ol LA |

r

'L-'-"u

| ..'
Tt ‘l"’h,-

T

L S O S N

ﬁ-fﬂ'_ ¢ 45 killed as Israel targets Gaza refugee
{" camp, school; 800 dead in three weeks

Victims include 3 journos; 180 scribes dead in Tel Aviv's c:ffenswe since Oct 7, 2023
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Bﬂesh ex—anny d]ief among 20
summoned in‘genocide cases

DHAKA, DCTOBER 27
Bangladesh's International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) on
Sunday summoned 20 indi-
viduals, mcluding ex-army
chief Ziaul Ahsan, 10 for-
mer ministers and two
advisers to deposed prime
minister Sheikh Hasina, to
appear before #t nest month
in connection with the
alleged crimes  against
humanity and genocide dur-
ing the July-August uprising
in the country.

Arcording to the
Bangladesh interim govern-
rnent, at least 753 people were
killed and thousands injured
during the upnsing, which
ICT pmosecution team and the
mtenm government termed
crimes against humanity and
genocde. Over 60 complaints
af rimes against humanity
and genocide have been filed
against Hasina and her party
leaders with the ICT investiga-
tion agency and the pmsecu-
tion team so far

The ICT directed the author-
ities concemed to produce 20
people before it on November
18, The Daily Star newspaper
reported. The order was 1ssued
by a threemember ICT
Bench, led by its Charman
Justice Md Golam Mortuza
Majumder, following an appli-
cation from Chief Prosecutor
Md Tajul Tslam.

Theacoused hst includes for-
mer ministers Farug Khan,
Rashed EKhan Menon, Hasan-
ul Hag Inu, Zunaid Ahmed
Palak, Abdur Razzaque, Shah-
Majumder, and Golam Dasta-
gir Gaz. Also named are for-
mer advisors to pime minis-
ter Shetkh Hasina,
Tawfig-e-Elahi and Salman F

Rahman, former army chief

Ahsan, former justice Sham-
suddin Chowdhury Manik.
and former home secretary
Jahangir Alam, the Dhaka Tre
bune newspaper reported.

On October 17, the tribunal
155ued arrest warrants against

REUTERS

ROYAL SHOW: Oarsmen take part in Thailand's King Maha
Vajiralongkorn's ¥2nd birthday barge procession.

Indonesia’s Marapi volcano erupts

papaNG OUne of Indonesia’s most active volcanoes
erupted Sunday, spewing thick columns of ash at
least three times and blanketing villages with debris,
but no casualties were reported. Mount Marapi, in
Agam distriet of the province of West Sumatra, is
known for sudden eruptions that are difficult to pre-
dict because the v are not caused by a deep movement
of magma, which sets off tremors that re pister on seis-
mic monitors. It unleashed hot ash clouds that spread
for several miles, covering nearby villages and towns
with thick voleanic residue, Ahmad Rifandi, an offi-
cial with Indonesia’s Voleanology and Geological Haz-
ard Mitigation Centre, said. ar

King Charles lll to resume duties

London: King Charles 111, who had cut back on some
of his roval duties after revealing a cancer diagnosis
earlier this vear, is to resume a full schedule from
2025 as his treatment continues, Buckingham Palace
has said this weekend. A senior palace official told
reporters at the conclusion of the T73-year-old
monarch's tour of Australia and Samoa that he is
keen to get back into a regular programme and over-
seas travel after a successful visit. “We're now work-
ingon a pretty normal-looking full overseas tour pro-
gramme for next yvear, which is a high for us to end on,
to know that we can be thinking in those terms, sub-
ject tosign-off by doctors,” a Buckingham Palace offi-
cial was quoted as saying in The Sunday Times. P

Hundreds join pride march

JoHANNESBURG: Hundreds of people marched Saturday in
South Africa to mark 35 vears of Pride Johannesburg,
an annual event that has been critical in advocating
equal rights for the LGBT @+ community. The march
in the Sandton district of Johannesburg, was a color-
ful spectacle but also an opportunity forthe LGBTQ +
community to highlight eritical issues such as the dis-
crimination most members of the community still
face despite South Africa’s progressive stance on

equality issues. ap

Hasina and 45 others, inchud-
mng her son Sajeeb Wazed Joy
and several of her fommer cabr
et members,

The ICT was formed by the
Hasinaled Awami League
government in March 2010 to
try the pempetrators of the
crimes against humanity come
mitted during the 1971 Liber-
ation War. It later formed ICT
2 and at least six
Jamaat-e-Islami and leaders of
Hazina's arch rival Khaleeda
Zia's BNP party were execut-
ed following the judgments of
the twotribunals. The tnbunal
remained dormant since mad-
June after its chairman
retired. The interim povern-
ment led by Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus reconsti-
tuted the tribunal on October
12. Nobel laureate Yunus, 84,
became Bangladesh's intenm
povernment's Chief Adwser
on August Safter PrimeMinis-
ter Hasina fled to India on
Aupgust 5 amidst student-led
mass protests, — PTI

WORLD

CAIRD, OCTOBER 27
Israeh military strikes killed at
least 45 Palestinian s acmss the

Gaza Strip on Sunday, most of

thern in the north of the
enclave, Palestinian health
offiials szaid as efforts to
secure a ceasefire in the more
than vearlongwarresumedin
Guatar The directors of the CIA
and Ismel's Mossad intell-
gence agency will meet with
Qatar's Prime Minister on
Sunday in Doha, an offical
briefed on the talles said.

The negotiations will seek a
short-termn ceasefire and the
release of some hostages
being held by Hamas in
exchange for Israel’s release
of Palestinian pnsoners, the
official said. The talks aim to
get Israel and Hamas to agree
to a halt n fighting for less
than a month in the hope it
woulld lead to a more perma-
nent ceasefire,

There was no immediate
comment from Hamas but a
Palestinian official close to the
mediaton effort smd: T expect
Hamas would listen to the new
offers, but it remains deter
mined that any agreement
must end the war and pet
Israeli forces out of Gaza™

The United States, Qatar
and Egyvpt have beenleading
negotiations to bring an end
to the war, which broke out
after Hamas fighters
stormed into southern Israel
onOctober T last vear, killing
1,200 people and taking
more than 250 hostages, by
Israel tallies.

The death toll from Israel’s
retaliatory campaign in Gaza
15 approaching 43000, Gaza
health officals say, with the
densdy populated enclave in
ruing. It was not clearif Egypt-
1an officals were also joining
the talks on Sunday:

At Jeast 43 of those killed on

Japan coalition set
to lose parl majority

TOKY(, OCTOEER 27
Japan's ruling coalition is set
to lose 1ts parhamentary
majority, exat polls for Sun-
day's general election supg-
gested, raising uncertainty
over the make-up of the gov-
ernment of the world's
fourth-larFest economy:

A poll by Nippon TV
showed Prime  Mimster
Shigeru Ishiba's Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP),
which has mniled Japan for
almost all of its post-warhisto-
ry, and junior coalition part-
ner Komeito would get 198 of
the 465 seats in the lower
house of Japan's parliament.

That would bewell short of
the 233 needed to maintain
its majority and would be its
worst election result smmee
the coalition briefly lost pow-
er in 2009,

The biggest winner of the
night, the main opposition
Constitutional Democratic
Party of Japan (CDPJ), was
predicted towin 157, as vot-
ers punished Ishiba's par-

ty over a funding scandal
and inflation.

The outeome may foree par-
ties into fractiou s power-shar-
ing deals to rule, potentially
ushering in political instabili-
tyv as the country faces eco-
nomiec headwinds and an
increasmply tense security
environment in East Asia,

The election comes nine
days before voters inthe Unit-
ed States — Japan's closest
ally — head to the polls in
another unpredictable ballot.

“This election has been very
tough for us,” a sombre-look-
ing Ishiba told TV Tokyowith
about 40 per cent of seats still
to be declared.

He: said he would wait until
the final results, likely due in
the early hours of Monday,
before considering potential
coaliions or other power
shanng deals.

A poll by public broadcaster
NHEK predicted his coalition
would win between 174 and
254 seats, and the CDPJ 12810
191 seats. — Reuters
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Palestinians react to the loss of their loved ones at the site of an Israeli strike on a school that left at least nine dead in Gaza. REUTERS

Can't exaggerate or downplay
Israel's attack, says Khamenei

Sunday were in northern
(raza, where Israeli tmoops
have returned to root out
Hamas fighters who it says
have regrouped there. Twen-
tv people were killed follow-
ing an airstrike on houses m
Jabaha, the largest of the
Garza Strip's eight historic
refugee camps, which has
been the focus of an Israel
military offensive for more
than three weeks, medics
and the Palestinian offical
news agency WAFA said. An
Israel airstrike on a schoaol
sheltering displaced Pales-
tinian families in Shati camp
in Gaza City, killed nine peo-
ple and wounded 20 others,
with many in entical condi-
tion, medics said.

Three local journalists were
among those killed at the
school in Shati — Saed Rad-
wan, head of digital media at
Hamas AlAgsa television,

12 Indians nabbed
by Lankan Navy
for ‘illegal fishing’

COLOMEO, OCTOBER 27
The &ri Lankan Navyon Sun-
day amested 12 Indian fisher-
men and seized their trawler
for allegedly poaching in its
territorial waters, acoording to
an official statement.

With the latest arrest, the
number of Indian nationals
apprehended this year by
the island nation in such
incidents has risen to 462,
The fishermen were arrest-
ed and their trawler was
seized off the coast of Point
Pedro, Jaffna, in the north-
ern province, the Sri Lanka
Navy said In a press
release, The 12 apprehend-
ed fishermen were escorted
tothe Kankesanthurai Har-
bour and will be handed
over to the Mailadi Fish-
eries Inspector for further
action, it said.

“The Sn Lankan Navy has
held 62 Indian fishing boats
and 462 Indian fishermen in
sland waters thus far in 2024
and handed them over to
authorities for legal action,”
the statement said. — PT1

Hanin Baroud, and Hamza
Abu Selmeva, according to
Hamas media. This raised the
number of Palestinian journal-
i5ts killed by Israeli fire since
October T, 2023 to 180.

On Sunday, Israel's mili-
tary said it had killed more
than 40 miltants mn the
Jabalia area in the past 24
hours, as well as dismanthng
mfrastructure and locating
large quantities of miltary
equipment. In addition, Israel
said s forces had eliminated
a militant cell in a clash in
central Gaza. Meanwhile, the
death toll from an Ismeh
arstrike late on Saturdavon a
residential district in the
nearby town of Beit Lahiya
rose to 40, the WAFA said.

Israeh military stnkes on the
towns of Jabalia, Beit Hanoun
and Beit Lahiva in Gaza have
so far killed around 500 people
in three weeks, — Apencies

RAMAT HASHARD N, DCTOBER 27
Protesters disrupted a speech
b Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu at a ceremo-
ny Sunday remembering the
victims of Hamas' attack on
southem Ismel last vear

People shouted “Shame on
you” and made a commotion,
forcing Netanyvahu to stop
his speech shortly after it
began, The major commem-
orative event is being broad-
cast lrve around the country.
Many [sraelis blame
Netanvahu for the faillures
that led to Hamas' October 7.
2023 attack and hold him
responsible for not vet bring-
mg home the remaining
hostagesheld by the militant
group in Gaza.

China closes thousands

of prep schools amid
sharp dip in birth rate

BEIJING, OCTOBER 27
Hit hard by China'’s deepening
demographic cnsis, thousands
of fimed kindergartens have
been closed as enrolment of
children dmopped sharply
across the country due to a sip-
nificant decline in birth rates,
according to an official report

In 2023, the number of
kindergartens fell by 14.808 to
274400, the annual report by
the Chinese education min-
stry stated. It is the second
consecutive annual decline in
the latest mdicator of Chind's
falling hirth rates.

The number of children
enmlled 1n londergarten
declined fora third consecutive
year - dropping by 11.55 per
cent, or b 35million, last vearto
409 mullion, the Hong Kong
based South China Moming
Post reported on Sunday, quot-
ing the ministry's report.

The number of prnmary
schools also dropped by 5.645
to 143 500 in 20283, a 3.8 per cent

falll The decine reflects a
bmader demographic shift in
China - where both birth rates
and total population continue
to dwindle - posing a serious
threat to future economic
growth, which 1= already show-
mg, the Post report said.

Last vear, China's population
dmpped for the second vear in
arow; fo 14 hilhon, a dechine of
over two million. Only nine
mithon births were reported in
China in 2023, thelowest fi pupe
gince records started in 1940,

As a result of declining birth
rates, Chuna last yvear conceded
its long-held status as the most
populous country to India,
whose population has overtik-
en that of Ching's. China faced
a twin crisis. While onone hand
the birth-rates and fertility mtes
dropped, there 15 also a sharp
rise in the old age population.

China's population aged 60
yvears and above approached
J00 million by the end of
2023 . —PTI1

‘Shame on you' chants
greet Netanyahu
at ceremony

Meamwhile, Iran's
supreme leader said Sunday
that Israels attack on Iran
this weekend “should not be
exagperated nor  down-
plaved,” though he stopped
short of calling for retalia-
tiomn. Avatollah Al
Ehamenei's remarks are the
latest suggesting Iranis care-
fully weighing its response to
the attack. Already, Iran's
mihtary has said a cease-fire
inthe Gaza Strip or Lebanon
trumps any retaliatory attack
on Israel. — Agencies

Cash-strapped Pak
seeksadditional
10bnyuanloan
fromChina: Report

ISLAMAEAD, OCTOBER 27
Pakistan has requested an
additional 10 billion yuan (§1.4
billion }oan from China as the
cash-strapped country has
already used the existing 30
billion vuan (84.3 bilbon), a
media report said on Sunday:
Finance Minister Muham-
mad Aurangreb, who met
with China's Vice Minister
of Finance Liao Min on the
gsidelines of annual meet-
ings of IMF and World Bank
in Washington, requested
the Chinese side to raise the
limits under the currency
swap agreement to 40 bil-
lion wuan, a statement
1ssued by the Finance Min-
1stry late on Saturday said.
If Beijing accepts, the total
facility will reach approx-
mately &5.7 billion, The
Express Tribune newspaper
reported. This is not the first
time Pakistan has requested
an increased debt imit, how-
ever, Befjiing has dechined all
such past requests. — PT1

Immigration remains key issue in US election campaign

ATLANTA, OCTOBER 27
With just nine days left for
the US elections, immigma-
tion remained one of the con-
tentious issues in the US
presidential campaign, with
many immigrants, inchuding
from India and other South
Aszian nations, fearing a back-
lash if Republican hopeful
Donald Trump wins the poll

In his campaipn speeches,
Trump promised a radical
shift to tighten Washington's
immigration policy and
vowed to carry out the
“largest” domestic deporta-
tion operation in American
history of undocumented
immigrants and review the
existing refugee programmes
if he is re-elected.

REUTERS
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Kamala Harris greets achild during a campaign eventin Michigan.

ON CAMPAIGN TRAIL

B Kamala Harris and Tim

Walz will crisscross the
country to visit all seven
battleground states in the
coming days as partof a
final blitz before the end of
the presidential campaign.

B Republican presidential

candidate Donald Trump
will headline a rally at New
York's Madison Square
Garden on Sunday, a high-
profile event in a state that
last backed a Republican
president in 1984,

The Republican leader has
even resolved to end
birthright citizenship for the

children of immigrants living
in the USillegally, triggering
cOoncerng among  various

diaspora communities,
inchuding from Bangladesh,
India and Pakistan.

Various  pro-immigration
advoracy groups have criti-
cised Trump over his rhetone
on immigration, saying the
discontinuation of bithright
citizenship is lepgally ques-
tionable as it is enshrined in
the 14th Amendment of the
US Constitution.

On her part, Vice-President
Kamala Harris has under-
lined the need for cutaling
illegal mmmigration and that
the US immigration system
i5s broken and requires leg-
islative measures to fix it.

At arecent campaign rally,
Trump accused Harris of
bringing in “migrant gangs
and illegal alien enminals”
into the US, adding that “her
policy of importing migrant

gangs 15 a crime against our
country.” *“This 18 a very sen-
gitive ssue and we are wor-
ried about the possible fallout
of Trump's victory” sad
Mohammad Igbal a
Banglad esh-origin ETEET
camd holder living in Atlanta
for over a decade.

“Trump's policy 18 creating
panic among Various
migrant societies and that is
why they are supporting
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris.” he noted.

Vasudev Patel, general sec-
retary of the Federation of
Indian-Americans in Geor-
fa, said the Republican
leader is booking at welcom-
ng “educated” and “peace-
ful” people to the US. —PTI
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India lose against Thailand in
AFC U17 Asian Cup qualifiers
India gave aspirited fight but
lost to Thailand 2-3 in & highe
octane clash ofthe ARG LH17
Asian Cup 2025 Qualifiers. The
loss means India will have to
wait for the results of the other
group stage games before they
know their fate regarding pro-
gressiontothe next round.
India had needed just & draw
tofinish in the topfive and get
through to the next round.

GURUGRAM

Indian Open: Mannat signs
off as top amateur

Mannat Brar finished as the
top amateur and the best-
placed Indian at tied-11th even
&5 England's Liz Young cele-
brated her belated birthday by
winning the Women's Indian
Open by one stroke. Brar card
ed an impressive 2-under 70in
the final round. Professionals
Pranavi Urs and Hitaashee
Balkshi followed closely, tied for
15th. Tvesa Malik finished T26,
while Ridhima Dilawari and
Vani Kapoor shared 31st place.

MLUMEBAI

Mumbai FC and Odisha FC
share spoils in ISL

Odisha FC and Mumbai City FC
settled for & pointeach in &
fast-paced and gritty 1-1 draw
intheir Indian Super League
match. Goals by talismanic
strikers Roy Krishna (14th
minute) for Odisha FC and
Mikolaos Karelis (23rd) for
Mumbai resulted in both
teams sharingthe honours.

BOCHLIM

Five-star Bayern crush
strugglers Bochum

Bayern Munichswept aside
hosts VL Bochum 50 to emain
top of the Bundesliga while also
putting their hesvy micweek
lossto Barcelona in the Champt
ons League behindthem. The
Bavarians lost 1-4 to Barcain
Spain on Wednesday. AGENCIES

INDIA-NEW ZEALAND
| TESTSERIES |
PUNE, DUTOBER 27
Former wicketkeeper Dinesh
Karthik said the onus for the
Test seres loss to New
Zealand was on the senior
Indian players, while former
batter Sanjay Manjrekar felt
that 1t would be unfar to
place the blame on coach
CGautam Gambhir

India lost the second Test
to New Zealand by 113 runs
in Pune on Saturday as the
Black Caps took an unas-
sailable 2-0lead in the three
mateh series. With  this,
India's proud run of 18 con-
secutive series wins  at
home since losing to Eng-
land in 2012-13 end ed.

Throughout the twomatch-
es, the senior playvers under-
performed. Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli struggled
with the bat, while the formi-
dable spin duo of Ravichan-
dran Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadeja also failed to make a
gsignificant impact.

“Why shouldn't it (the onus
of the senes loss) be on the
senior players? They will
ook at themselves and ask
what thev could have done
better,” Karthik said.

“If vou can celebrate the
highs and the fans enjoy
how important they are
when the team wins, then
when the losses happen
and the brickbats are
thrown at vou I think they
will have the courage to
face it," he added.

New head coach Gambhir
has also come in the line of
fire after India erred tactical-
ly and experienced repeated
batting collapses in the two
Tests but Manjrekar backed
the former opener

“T wall still maintain that
the coach has minimal infhui-
ence on a team, lesser than
vour 1 1th weakest player. He
does not set foot on the

Stars fail to align

T_‘-'_'F__"

SPORT

Former players blame seniors for series loss, defend new coach Gambhir
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Virat Kohli made 88 runs inthe first two Tests, with one half-c:enturj,' AN

ground, the captain is in
charge out there. But you
have to applaud him for
Washington Sundar's selec-
tion, which was an immedi-
ate hit,” Manjrekar said.
Manjrekar questioned
Rohit's “bizarre” decision to
send all-rounder Washing-
ton Sundar to bat ahead of
the in-form Sarfaraz Khan,
“The move to have Sar-

Despite Shami’s absence, Australia
will not ‘underestimate’ India’s attack

BORDER-GAVASKAR
TROPHY

SYDNEY, DCTOBER 27
Australia head coach Andrew
MeDonald feels the absence
af Mohammed Shami during
the Border Gavaskar Trophy
next month 15 a huge loss for
India, but stressed that the
hosts won't underestimate
the quicks steppingin for the
seasoned pacer

Shami, who had played a
significant role in India’s sue-
cessful 2018 tour of Australia
has not playved since the ODI
World Cup final last Novem-
ber due to an ankle injury,

He underwent surgery and
wis subsequently rehabilitat-
mg at the Natiwnal Cncket
Arademy but developed
swelling in his knees which
affected his rehabilitation.

“Mohammed Shami is a
big loss” McDonald said.
“The way our batters speak
about his relentless nature,
his line and lengths, the way
he goesabout his business, a
real gpood complimenting
skall set to (Jasprit) Bumrah
g0 think that one-two combao
they'll lack a little bit."

India have handed maiden
call ups to Delhi speedster
Harshit Rana and Andhra
seam  bowhng  allrounder
Nitish Kumar Reddy while
quicks Akash Deep and
Prasidh EKrishna have also
been selected forthe marquee
zsenes. Bumrah will lead the
fast bowhng department.

“But needless to say we
saw what happened last
time, they had reserves that
came in and did the job as
well sothey cannot be under-

estimated at all.” he said.

Australian teenager Sam
Konstas, who announced
himself wath twin Sheffield
Shield centuries for New
south Wales earlier thas
month, is in the reckoning
to partner Usman Khawaja
at the topin the five-match
series. “I think we're pick-
ing the best team for here
and now, and if that does
encompass a younger play-
er, then we'll head down
that direction,” he said.

McDonald stated that if the
selectors believe the 19-vear
old 15 the best option, he will
receive a Test debut, regard-
less of his lack of First-Class
experience. “If Sam’s capa-
ble to fill that spot I don't
think that the opponent
should come into the equa-
tion,” he said . — PTI

Zheng claims Tokyo title

TOKYD, OCTOBER 27
China's Zheng Qinwen pro-
duced near-flawless serves
to defeat American Sofia
Kenin 7-6(5)6-3 and capture
the Pan Pacific Open title
on Sunday for her third tro-
phy this season.

Zheng hit 33 winners and
fired off 16 aces as she took
the victory in an hour and
52 minutes under a closed
roof after heavy rain inter-
rupted the first set.

The 2Z-vear-old adds the
Tokyo title to her wins in
Palermo and the Pans
Olympics this vear.

The first set was a tightly
fought encounter without a
single break of serve, with
Zheng failing to convert five
breakpoints, but she was
much more dinical m the
tiebreak and clinched it with
aviaous forehand winner.

The second set plaved out
mich differently as Zheng
held to start and broke for 2-0
when Kenin netted a back-
hand, before consolidating
that break to go 340 up.

Kenin, plaving with her

China's Zheng Qimwen beat American Sofia Kenin 76(5) 63. arrm

right thigh strapped,
refused to go quietly and
forced Zheng to defend
her first breakpoint of the
match, but the power and
precision of the Chinese

world number seven's
serve proved too much for
the American.

Zheng's win improved her
record at the Pan Pacific
Opento 8-1, with the 22-yvear

old having lost n the 2022
final to Liundmila Samsonova
in her only previous appear-
ance in the toumament.

It also ensured her a first
hard-court title since her
Zhengzhou Open win last
vear and will give her a
boost in confidence ahead
of next month's season-
ending WTA Finals in Sau-
di Arabia. — Reuters

faraz bat down the order and
sending Sundar above him
because he 15 a left-hander;
those kind of things should-
n't happen. It's just bizarre.
That's one thing that REohit
needs to be careful of... the
T20 thinking of match-ups
with left hand and right
hand combinations, I think
he should just go by the

overall quality and ability of

playvers,” Manjrekar said.
When India needed its
experienced batters to lead.
Rohit could manage a total
of 60 runs across four
nnings (2, 52; 0, 8) while
Kohli was a touch better col-
lecting 88 runs (0, 70; 1, 17).
Highlighting Kohli's
absencein the domestic cir-
cuit, former India captain
Anil Kumble felt the talis-

manic batter could have
prepared well for the long
Test calendar by making
himself available for the
domestic matches.

“Perhaps just one or two
innings in a match stuation
could have helped. Being in
an actual game is definitely
maore beneficnal than just
practice.” Kumble said.

Former off-spinner Harb-
hajan Singh said India's
batters have lost a lot of
confidence over the years
by playing on turning
pitches. “Credit to New
Fealand for plaving the
way they did and these
were alien conditions and
also not a pitch where wear
and tear was natural. It was
tailor-made for spinners
where the ball was sup-
posed to turn from the first
hour,” Harbhajan said.

Harbhajan questioned the
thought process of the Indian
team. “Look at the trend over
the last decade. We are play-
ing mostly on turners with
the hope that we will win the
toss, score 300 and control the
game. But we don't know if
we are at the receiving end, if
we have the batting towrigple
out on turners. Our batters
have lost a lot of confidence
plaving on these tracks. The
bigrest example is Ajinkyva
Rahane. His career suffered
because of these kind of sur-
faces,” Harbhajan said.

“If vou prepare turners, vou
don't play spinners who can
turn the ball on flattest of
decks, All vou need is
bowlers who are accurate.
Washington Sundar and Ascar
Patel can do the job, and you
won't need Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravindra Jade-
ja's quality. You had Joe
Root getting five wickets
here some wyears back.
Bring Varun Chakravarthy.
who 15 a white-ball special-
15t. He will run through
gides.” he added. — PTI
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Rohit says can't just rely
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on Ashwin, Jadeja
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Coach Gautam Gambhir and captain Rohit Sharma after the loss. /i

PUNE, DCTOBER 27
India's skipper Rohit Shar-
ma said undue expectation
was being put on frontline
spinners Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravindra Jade-
ja, as he called for more col-
lective bowling efforts to
win Test matches.

Ashwin and Jadeja had
plived key roles in helping
Indiawin 18 successive home
series since 2012 but could
not prevent New Zealand
from snapping that record,
daimmg only eight wickets
together in the second game
where the pitch assisted spin.

“There's too much expec-
tation on those two puvs.
Every game they play, they
are expected to take wick-
ets, they are expected to
run through the team and
they are expected to win
Tests,” Rohit said.

“I don't think that's fair,
it's the responsibility of all of
us to make sure we get Test
wins, not just the two puys.
Of course, by their standards,
they know where they stand
and what theyv haven't been
able to do or what they
haven't done really well.” he
added. — Reuters

Indian batters had no answer for Santner
Former New Zealand pacer Simon Doull attributed India's
shocking series defeat to their batsmen'’s inadequacies
against spin bowling. Left-arm spinner Mitchel Santner
grabbed 13 wickets in the second Test. "There's a miscore
ception that Indian players are better players of spin. [think
they've had better spinners and they've been able to expase
the oppasition batters. But in this Test, their batters were

exposed a little bit by a very good performance from Mitchell
Santner,” Doull said. "l think you get used to playing on such

good wickets. And when it does turn, technigues get exposed
a little bit. For a lang time, when India played on turning sur-
faces, they still had the best spinners in the world in Jadeja
and Ashwin. 5o, they've been able to undo other sides. In this
Test match, they were undone by a New Zealand side that,
with all due respect, is not a world-class spin bowling attack.
So, that will be a concern of some sort,” he said. rm

Skipper Devine guides N7 to big win over India

AHMEDAEAD, OCTO BER 27
India's batters flattered to
decerve as skipper Sophie
Devine's allround heroics
propelled New Zealand to a
series-levelling 76-run win
in the second women's ODI
here on Sunday.

Opting to bat. Devine
gstruck T9 off 86, striking
seven fours and a six while
stitching a vital partner-
ship of 82 runs for the fifth
wicket with Maddy Green
(42 off 41 balls) to lift New
Zealand to a 258/9. Devine
also excelled with the ball,

finishing with figures of

H2T as New Zealand's
bowlers combined to dis-
miss India for 183, which
was built around No. 9 Rad-
ha Yadav's fighting 43.

For the White Ferns, Lea
Tahuhu (3/42) also claimed
three wickets, while Jess
Kerr (2/48)and Eden Carson

(232) also chipped in with
kev dismissals.

Chasing the target, India
found themselves at 26/3
within the first five overs.
They further slipped to
1027 in 26 overs when Had-
ha and Saima Thakor (29)
forged a spirited T0-run
stand for the ninth wicket.

However, Kerr broke the
partnership removing
Thakor as the hosts were
eventually dismissed m 47.1
overs, allowing New Zealand
to level the series at 1-1.

Earlier, New Zealand were
off to an excellent start with
openers Suzie Bates (58 off
70 balls) and Georpia Plim-
mer (41 off 50) adding 87
runs in just under 16 overs.

“Pretty happy with the
way the game went. We
spoke about plaving pood
cricket for long periods
and we did that. We spoke
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Sophie Devine struck 79 off B6 and took 3/27. soo

about making sure to build
partnerships,” Devine,

who was named the Plaver
of the Match, said.

Lewa double helps Barca thrash Real

MADRID, OCTOBER 27
Barcelona's Robert
Lewandowski scored a quick-
fire second-half double to set
the leaders on course for a 4-
0 thrashing of Real Madnd
that handed the hosts their
first defeat in 42 LaLiga
games in a sensational Clasi-
oo encounter on Saturday:
The Polish striker pounced
with two goals in three min-

utes eady in the second half

before Lamine Yamal at 17
vears and 106 days old
became the voungest Clasico
scorer and captain Raphinha
wrapped up a comfortable
win late on at a stunned Bem-
abeu. Barca stretched ther
lead at the top with 30 points,
gix above Real who saw ther
unbeaten Laliga ninoome to
a bitter end after 13 months,
leaving them one tantalising
posttive result away from
equalling the Catalans’
league record of 43.

After four consecutive Cla-
gico defeats, Barcelona
claimed their first triumph
over Real smee March 2023 1in
style with a cinical perform-

il e -
=y =
= T

"!Iﬁ

i

nled® -ﬂﬂ:

-."Fl'""'ll

Barcelona's Robert Lewandowski celebrates scoring their second gﬂal against Real I"."ladrld. REUTERS

ance in which they were true
to coach Hansi Flick's ideas
of gambling with an agpres-
sively high defence.

The wvisitors were more
than com fortable playing on
the counter-attack, exploiting
the lightning speed of

Raphinha and Yamal to help
feed Laliga top scorer
Lewandowsk. Real were on
top at the start but became
frustmted as they wasted sev-
eral chances, mainly through
off form Kyhan Mbappe who
missed four clear opening

from close-range and was
caught offside nine times,
including having two goals
ruled out. Despite Real dom-
inating proceedings, Barea
kept playing their risk-tak-
ing tactics and the gamble
paid off. — Reuters

Need to work on batting,
says Harmanpreet

India captain Harmanpreet
Kaur acknowledpged the
urgent need to address her
team's batting woes.

“We weren't up to the

mark. Batting 15 something
that we really need to work
on and if we dothat we can
win the series.” she said. “I
think we pgave away too
many runs and dropped too
many catches but I think it
was still an achievable tar-
get but we didn't bat well.
We kept losing wickets in
the chase. We will look to
build partnerships next
game,” she added.
Briefl scores: New Zealand:
200/ in 50 overs (Devine 79,
Bates 58; Radha 4/69);, India:
183 all out 1n 47.1 overs (Rad-
ha 48, Thakor 29, Harman-
preet  24;  Devine 327,
Tahuhu 3/42). — PTI

Jackson,Palmer
score as Chelsea
beat Newcastle

LONDON, 0CTOBER 27
oals by Nicolas Jackson
and Cole Palmer earned
Chelsea a 2-1 home win
over Newcastle United in
the Premier League on
Sunday in the latest sign of
progress for the Blues
under coach Enzo Maresca.

Jackson munded off a
sweeping counter-attack to
give Chelsea the lead with his
sncth poalofthe season in the
18th minute, converting a
perfect cross by Pedm Neto
who had been set free down
the left wing by a pinpoint
pass from Palmer

The home fans at Stamford
Bridge roared their approval
as the Londoners dominated
Newcastle with their fast
passing game, a contrast to
the frustmtions of much of
the past two vears when
Chelsea's expensmvely
assembled squads struggled
for form. Newcastle equalised
against the run of play, how-
ever, when Alexander Isak
converted acmss. — Reuters
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BJP, Congbrace
fordirectfightin
Kedarnath bypoll

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 27
The stage 15 set for a direct
fight between the BJP and
Congress in the Kedarnath
Assembly  segment  which
holds special significance for
Hindus, being homeone of the
twedve potirhingas of Lord Shi-
vi. Both parties announced
candidates for the high profile
assembly bypoll on November
20. While the BJP has fielded
Asha Nautpal, Uttamkhand
women's wing chief, the Con-
gress has nommated former
MLAManoj Rawat.

The bypoll has been necessi-

Crucial battle for
saffron party after
Badrinathupset

tated due to the demise of BJP
lawmaker Shaila Ram Rawat,
whose dauphter had staked
claim to the seat.

Since the 2022 Assembly
elections, four bypolls have
been held m Uttarakhand,
with the BJP and Congress
winning two each. On July 10,
the Congress had upset the
BJP by bagging Badrinath
and Manglaur seats, This was
soon after the BJP bagped all
five LS seats in Uttarak hand.

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, 0CTOBER 27
Pnme Mimster Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the gov-
ernment would celebrate the
150th birth anniversary ofthe
country's first Home Minister
sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and
freedom fighter Birsa Munda.

Modi, who was speaking
during his monthly radio
programme ‘Mann EKi Baat',
urged people to become part
of the pgovemment cam-
paign. The announcement
regarding Birsa Munda will
resonate with the people of
Jharkhand, where Assembly
elections will be held next
month in two phases — on
November 13 and 20.

The BJP had earlier
revedled plans to estabhlish a
prand memonal m Sundar-
garh distnet of Odisha to hon-
our Munda — a Santhal 1con
and freedom fighter — on his
birth anniversary.

The memaorial will inchude a
150-foot statue of Munda,
along with an mterpretation
centre, convention hall, sou-
venir shop and landscaped

BCl removed 107 fake advocates in S yrs

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 27
The Bar Council of India (BCI)
has removed 107 fake advo-
cates from its roll dunng 2019
to October 2024 as part of its
effort to maintain profession-

alism of the legal community:
“This action is aimed at elime
mating advocates who no

longer meet the standards of

legal practice,” BCI Secretary
Srnmanto Sen said. — TNS
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Ahead ofJkhand poll, PM announces
150th birth anniv celebrations of Birsa

Memorial to honour Santhal icon to come up in neighbouring Od|5ha stonelaying onNov 15

Ry o

Odsha O Mohan Majhi istenstothe 115th edition of 'Mann Ki Baat’ pmogramme in Bhubaneswar, al

pamdens. The choice of Sun-
dargarh district  for  the
memorial 1s noteworthy as it
borders Jharkhand and 15
near Ulihatu, Birsa Munda's
birthplace in the Khunti dis-
trict of Jharkhand. The foun-
dation stone for the memorial
will belaid on November 15 —
a date that falls between the
two phases of the Assembly

poll in Jharkhand. As many
as 38 of 81 Assembly con-
stituencies of Jharkhand will
go to polls on November 20
and 43 will go to polls in the
first phase on November 13.
“The government has decid-
ed to celebrate the 150th birth
anniversary of these preat per-
sonalities (Birsa Munda and
sardar Patel) at the national

level. I would urge allof vouto
become a part of this cam-
paign’, Modi today said.
“Today in Mann Ki Baat, I
will discuss two great hemes
who had courage and fore-
sight. The country has decid-
ed to celebrate their 150th
birth anniversary. Patel's
150th birth anniversary vear
will bepin on October 31.

gk K

After this, Bhagwan Birsa
Munda's 1 50th birth
anniversary vear will begin
on November 15. Both these
great men had different chal-
lenges but their vision was
the same — to unify the
country,” Modi said.

The PM also recalled his vis-
1t to Ulihatu village on Mun-
da's birth anniversary last
vear “If vou ask me what the
maost memorable moments of
my life have been. I remem-
ber many incidents, but there
15 one moment that s very
gpecial, That moment was
when, on the 15th of Novem-
ber last vear, I had gone to Ul-
hatu village mn Jharkhand.
the bithplace of Bhagwan
Birsa Munda, on his hirth
anniversary,” he said.

The PM also0 spokeabout the
cvberrnme of “digital arrests”
and urged people to adopt the
mantra of “stop, think and
take action” when faced with
such a scam. Modi said probe
agencies were working with
states to deal wath the issue
but added that awareness was
essential to protect oneself
from this crime.

TheremsmrespometoZﬁ/]l EAM’s swipe at Cong

MUMBAIL OCTOBER 27
In a veiled attack on the erst-
while TUTPA government.
External Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar on Sun-
day sakd there was no
response from India to the
2611 Mumba termor attacks,
asserting that it would not be
the case if such an incident
happened again.

Reflecting on the termr

.
Slaishankar

“act where it has to act” to

India-China stand-off and
from investment topolitics ata
press conference in Mumbai.

Without naming China, the
EAM said the disengagement
of troops at Depsang and
Demchok in Ladakh was the
first step and it was expected
that India would retum to the
2020 patrolling status.

He, however, stressed the
next step of de-escalation

refernng to China. Speaking
on what changed after 2014,
the EAM said was the leaderin
fighting terronsm.

“We should not have a repeat
of what happened in Mumbsa,
That there was a termr attack
and there was no response,”
Jaishankar said. Mumbai is a
symbal of counter-terrorism
for India, he said. *There are
different views from pobtical
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H Kishie Singh (Auc 28, 1937-0cT1 27, 2024)
He had apassion
for'Good Motormg

RooPINDER SINGH

A name familiar to The
A Tribune readers
gsince  the 1990s.
H Kishie Singh passed
away today in Chandigarh
at the age of 87. An eaxpert
in droving and rallving, his
(rood Motoring column ran
in The Tribune for 27 vears.
Kishie, as we all knew
him, was the happiest on
the road, whether riding a
motorevele or doving a
vehicle, He drove in India
and abroad, induding
Europe, Canada. USA
South-East Aszia and West
Asia,. He once even dmve
from London to Delhi. His
expenences, observations
and the ability to tell a story
about virtually each of his
pit stop made for an inter-
esting and informatve copy.
Kishie had a larger-than-
life presence and the ability
o mstantly connedt with
those he came acmss, Born
onAupust 28, 1937, in Shim-
la and son of the Ondord-edu-
cated Santokh Singh and
Malvinder Kaur, he studied
at Bishop Cotton School,
Shimla, and St Stephen's
College, Delhi. After pradua-
tion, he joined Air India
which took him to Lebanon.
He also lived in Thailand
and sold insurance to Amer-
iean GIs. He worked in sen-
ior positions with Investors
COrverseas Limited in Geneva
and Montreal, where he
mmported a rickshaw and
was splashed riding it in
local papers! A Formula 3
driver, he was the proud
owner of a Ford Mustang.
EKishie studied visual art at
MeGill University and also
worked as a photographer

by commitments. He got

busy motoring, mllving,
farming, besides doing pho-
topraphy and other activi-
ties. Kishie's column, like
Ehushwant Smgh's, was
never late, and the count
crossed 690, Good Motonng
had a wide readership and
he was ahways willing to
engage with his readers with
awry senseof humour —his
trademark stvle. He had
wntten for the Statesman
egrher and was on the edito-
nal board of some automo-
tive magarines.

EKishie had been associat-
ed with Ehushwant Singh
Literary Festival since its
mnception as an organiser
and speaker Inm 2017, he
released his book “Good
Motoring”, a curated selec-
tion of his write-ups that fig-
ured in his column. He also
co-authored  “Whispering
Deodars”, a book on HE
Motoring events, including
the Himalavan Rally and
Raid de Himalaya, allowed
him to combine his love for
the mountains and doving.

The fragrance of the
ncense sticks he lit in his
study every day was still
fresh when we went to his
house in the moming, as is
thé memory of a remark-
able raconteur and a great
friend. He 15 survived by

Telephones: 0124-2210033, 2210044 _ ; : : : ; A _ A , : TG _
Gircutation: 01722670419, Adventsement: 0172 2670256, 257 attack, Jaishankar said double expose terronsm. Jaishankar  won't be taken until India 15 parties. When thas aty (Mum- for a while before coming  his wife, Neena Singh. and
Editor-in-Chief: Jyoti Mathotra * standamds on termorsm were  fielded questions on 1ssues  assuredofrecprocty fromthe  bai)was attacked, nothing was back to India becauseoffam-  daupghter Mahvika Singh.
*Editor for purpose of PRP Act, 2023 unacceptable and Indiawould  ranging from terronsm to the  other side as well, obwiously  done.” he added. —PT1
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