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CALLS FOR FAIR & IMPARTIAL PROBE

‘Encounter’ that killed
Thane accused: Police
have to come clean,
underlines Bombay HC

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 25

RAISING SEVERAL questions on
the police claim that the accused
in the Badlapur sexual assault
case was gunned downin “retal-
iatory firing”, the Bombay High
Court on Wednesday said “this
cannot be termed as an en-
counter”. Saying the incident
“could have been avoided”, the
HC called for a “fair and impar-
tial probe”, adding that it would
be “constrained to pass orders”
otherwise.
Pointing out that “four
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

JBK PHASE 2 TURNOUT DROPS: 57%

Foreign diplomats witness voting at Bemina polling booth in Srinagar during Phase 2 of J&K
Assembly elections, Wednesday. The turnout was 57%, down from 61% in Phase 1.
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CONTOURS OF REDEPLOYMENT POSSIBLE AFTER NEXT ROUND OF MILITARY TALKS

India and China make ‘progress’ on

pending LAC issues in eastern Ladakh

Both sides explore solution that
factors in pre-standoff positions,
to address issues in Arunachal

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

INDIA AND China are learnt to
have made “significant progress”
in narrowing their gap on pend-
ing issues along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in eastern
Ladakh. This includes exploring
the contours of a possible solu-
tion that factors in their respec-

tive pre-April 2020 positions
while agreeing to address exist-
ing issues in Arunachal Pradesh,
The Indian Express has learnt.
Sources said this might im-
ply that Indian troops, whose ac-
cess to certain patrolling points
along the LAC were blocked ei-
ther by Chinese troops or due to
the implementation of the buffer
zones created in the backdrop of
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER 25

THE CBl is probing the sale and
disposal of biomedical waste as
part of its alleged corruption case
at Kolkata’s R G Kar Medical
College Hospital, the epicentre
of a political firestorm after last
month’s rape and murder of a
medical intern there.

A little-known company,
SNG Envirosolutions, could hold

Shuaib Masoodi
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In Jammu, BJP gets its house in order,
Congress fumbles its 1n1t1al advantage

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 25

AT THE start of the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly poll cam-
paign, the BJP, that had won 25
of the 37 seats in the Jammu
province in 2014, looked on a
shaky wicket.

There was strong anti-incum-

DELHI RIOTS CASES
Judges’ new
postings mean

bail pleas to be

heard afresh,
third time

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE DELHI High Court is set to
hear afresh the bail pleas of four
accused in the 2020 Northeast
Delhi riots for the third time in
just over two years.

Filed separately beginning
March 2022, the bail pleas of
Abdul Khalid Saifi, Gulfisha
Fatima, Md Saleem Khan and
Shifa Ur Rehman have been ar-
gued fully by their lawyers twice
before two different benches.
With both the benches, the pre-
siding Judge was appointed as
Chief Justice of another HC, and
no verdict was delivered.

With Justice Suresh Kumar
Kait, who headed the bench that
last heard the case, taking oath
as Chief Justice of the Madhya
Pradesh HC on Wednesday, the
case will have to be heard de
novo (from the beginning) before
anew bench.

In April 2022, a bench com-
prising Justices Siddharth Mridul
and Rajnish Bhatnagar began
hearing the bail pleas. The bench
reserved its order in all four cases
— for Saifi on January 5, 2023; for
Fatima on February 13,2023; and
for Khan and Rehman on March
6,2023.The bail pleas of two other
accused, Athar Khan and Shadab
Ahmad, were also heard atlength.
While both sides completed their
arguments, the accused were to
submit a rejoinder to rebut the
prosecution’s arguments.

On]July 5,2023, the Supreme
Court Collegium recommended
Justice Mridul for appointment
as Chief Justice of Manipur HC.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

one key to this in the manner it
grew to handle up to 70% of
waste from government hospi-
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On RG Kar probe radar: Firm handled medical
waste for 44 months without plant to treat it

Company got fresh waste- dlsposal contract despite flouting previous deal’s terms

Records show that in 2019,
the company, owned by Kolkata
businessman S P Singh, won the
contract by tying up with a Delhi
firm that owned a treatment
plantin UP.

Atadaily rate of Rs8-9 perbed
— there are an estimated 80,000
government hospital beds across
the state — SNG collected tonnes
of hospital waste daily for 44
months relying on a sub-contract
with its rival. All this while, SNG
operated from a “table” in the
premises of one its key investors,
a business family of Kolkata.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

At a protest against the healthcare ‘syndicate’ in Kolkata. File

tion of its contract’s terms, an in-
vestigation by The Indian Express
has revealed.

tals across the state, including at
RG Kar, without owning a single
waste treatment plant, in viola-
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Himachal takes
UP cue, Cong
minister says
owners’ 1D
must at eateries

SAURABHPARASHAR
SHIMLA,SEPTEMBER 25

A DAY after the Uttar Pradesh
government made it mandatory
for food outlets across the state
todisplay the name and address
of operators, proprietors and
managers, Himachal Pradesh’s
Minister for Public Works
Department and Urban
Development, Vikramaditya
Singh, said that the owner’s ID
card will have to be displayed in
every eatery and food stall in the
Congress-ruled state.

A day after the decision was
taken atameeting held at his of-
fice, he posted on Facebook, “In
Himachal Pradesh too, every
eatery and fast food cart will
have to display the owner’s ID so
customers don’t face any sort of
inconvenience. To this effect, an
order has been passed in a meet-
ing of the Urban Development
and Municipal Corporation. Jai
Shri Ram.”

Contacted by The Indian
Express, he said, “I will only like
to say that this decision is state-
centrig, it is for the well-being of
people of the state.”

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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India and China make ‘progress’ on pending LAC issues

disengagement at specific friction
points, might be close to access-
ing them again.

Top officials have confirmed
that the development took place
during the latest diplomatic and
political level talks between both
sides. The delegation for the 31st
Working Mechanism for
Consultation & Coordination on
India-China Border Affairs
(WMCC) talks held on August 29
inBeijing, also had representatives
from the Indian military.

The 22nd round of military
talks between India and China at
the Corps Commanders’ level is
now expected to be held shortly
to chalk out the modalities — in-
cluding the time frame — of the
deployment of troops from either
side based on the mutual agree-
ment reached.

At present, troops deployed
along the LAC continue to be ina
state of alert, an official said,
adding that they, however, are
avoiding any confrontation which
may create a trust deficit and de-
lay redeployment plans.

As a confidence-building
measure, local commanders of
both sides on the ground have also
been meeting to avoid clashes.

The winter stocking for the
50,000-60,000 additional troops
deployed in eastern Ladakh,
which is under way this year, will
continue and while there may be
redeployment of troops on the

LAC, de-induction and de-escala-
tion s likely to be a protracted af-
fair.

Officials aware of the latest de-
velopments said that plans toraise
anadditional division for Ladakhis
already on with at least a brigade
partially moving to the location.

There are plans toraise this di-
vision—most likely the 72 divi-
sion—by mid next year with the
aim of freeing the Uniform Force
of RashtriyaRifles to goback toits
original location in 16 Corps.

The Indian Express had first re-
ported this year that the Army is
considering raising the 72 Division
— which was to originally func-
tion under the 17 Mountain Strike
Corps (MSC) based in Panagarh
(West Bengal) — for possible de-
ployment in eastern Ladakh un-
der the Northern Command.

[rrespective of any deploy-
ment change that may be in the
offing, officials said the borderin-
frastructure development along
the entire LACwill continue as per
plans to be better prepared forany
contingency.

Until the exact redeployment
plans — still taking shape — are
implemented, the existing de-
ployment of troops and patrolling
will continue.

The Army did not respond to
queries on the matter.

Statementsissued after meet-
ings at the diplomatic and political
levels last month and earlier this
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month had indicated some
progress towards resolution.
Atthe WMCCheld last month,
astatementissued by the Ministry
of External Affairs said the two
sides had a frank, constructive and
forward-looking exchange of
views on the situation along the
LAC to narrow down the differ-
ences and find early resolution of
the outstandingissues, indicating
a progress in the negotiations.
On September 12, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar had
said that about 75 per cent of the
“disengagement problems” with
China have been “sorted out” but
the “biggerissue” hasbeen thein-
creasing militarisation of the bor-
der. Subsequently, the Chinese
Foreign ministry said that the
troops have disengaged at four
places in Eastern Ladakh, includ-
ing Galwan Valley and the situa-
tion along the borders is stable.
Also on September 12,
National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi had held talks
on the sidelines of a meeting of

BRICS NSAs in St Petersburg in
Russia where they discussed the
progress made in the recent con-
sultations on border issues.

A statement issued by the
MEA stated that Doval-Wang
meeting gave the two sides an op-
portunity to review the recent ef-
forts towards finding an “early res-

olution” of the remaining issues |
along the LAC, which will create |
conditions to stabilize and rebuild
- tieswithin the prescribed dead-

It said that both sides agreed |
to “work with urgency and redou- |
. SNG, however, did not complete
. the EC application process for
. years.

The last formal disengage- '
ment along the LAC took placein |
September 2022, whenbothsides |
pulled back troops to disengage !
from Patrolling Point-15 in the |
Gogra-Hot Springsareaof Eastern |

bilateral relations.

ble their efforts to realize com-
plete disengagement in the re-
maining areas.”

Ladakh.

Pangong Tso and the Gogra-Hot

buffer zones along the LAC.

Plains were blocked from access-

called the Y junction.

e Disengagement one part of problem, main issue is patrolling: Jaishankar

“I think the India-China rela-
tionship is key to the future of
Asia. In a way, you can say that if
the world is to be multi-polar,
Asia has to be multi-polar. And
therefore this relationship will in-
fluence not just the future of Asia,
but in that way, perhaps the fu-
ture of the world as well,”
Jaishankar said at the event titled
‘India, Asia and the World'.

“You have two countries who
are neighbours, unique in the
sense that they are the only two
countries with over a billion peo-
ple, bothrising in the global order
and who often have overlapping
peripheries, including the fact that

they have a common border. So
it's really a very complicated is-
sue,” he said.

“I think, if you look today in
global politics, the parallel rises of
India and China, present a very,
very unique problem... When I
said 75 per cent of it has been
sorted out -- [ was asked in a way
to quantify -- it’s only of the dis-
engagement. So that’s one part of
the problem. The mainissue right
now is the patrolling. You know,
how do we, both of us, patrol up
to the Line of Actual Control.”

Jaishankar said the patrolling
arrangements after 2020 have
been disturbed. “So we’ve been

able to sort out much of the dis-
engagement, the friction points,
but some of the patrolling issues
need to be resolved.”

He said once we deal with the
disengagement, “there is the
larger issue as both of us have
brought a very large number of
troops up to the border. So there
is what we call the de-escalation
issue, and then there is the larger,
the next stepisreally, howdoyou
deal with the rest of the relation-
ship?” Jaishankar gave a historical
perspective of the relationship
and of the border dispute, saying
the “entire 3,500 km-border be-
tween India and China is dis-

move,” he said.

He said there were a series of
agreements between the two |
countries that went into greater !

and greater detail on how to make
sure the border remained peace-
ful and stable. “Now the problem
was in 2020, despite these very
explicit agreements, we saw that
the Chinese — we were all in the
middle of Covid at that time —
moved alarge number of forces in
violation of these agreements to
the Line of Actual Control. And we
responded inkind,” he said. PTI
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e In Jammu, Cong fumbles its advantage

the Congress appears to have frittered
away the advantage. A combination of
infighting — which at times pushed the
release of names to the eve of nomina-
tiondeadline ending — a lacklustre cam-
paign by the party and the BJP’s aggres-
sive fightback has left the Congress
looking like the jaded one.Even the BJP’s
gamble of dropping senior leaders and
former ministers appears to have
worked in staving off some of the anti-
incumbency.

Of the total 90 Assembly constituen-
cies in the Union Territory, the Congress
is contesting 32 in alliance with the
National Conference, which is fighting
51. They are in friendly contests in five
seats, and have left one each for the
CPI(M)'s M Y Tarigami (Kulgan in
Kashmir), and National Panthers Party-
India’s Harsh Dev Singh (Chenani in
Jammu). Of the 32 seats in its kitty, the
Congress is contesting 29 in Jammu (in-
cluding four of the five ‘friendly fight’
seats). In Kashmir, it is contesting nine
seats (including two ‘friendly fight' seats).

According to Professor Hari Om, are-
tired Jammu University professor and
political observer, given the Congress
campaign, the BJP may even pull off are-
peat of its 2014 performance.

In private, senior Congress leaders ad-
mit the candidate list got its caste calcu-
lations wrong. In a province where
Brahmins and Mahajans are in sizeable
numbers inanumber of constituencies,
the party has fielded only two Brahmins
— one in Udhampur West and another
in Billawar — and not a single Mahajan
leader. Inadamage-control bid, the party
later announced two “acting working
presidents” in M K Bhardwaj (Brahmin)
and Bano Mahajan.

Having replaced Vikar Rasool Wani,
who belongs to Banihal in Jammu
province, with Kashmir-based Tariq
Hameed Karra as its J&K president, the
Congress has also tried to get regional
balance right by appointing two work-
ing presidents from Jammu region, Tara
Chand and Raman Bhalla.

But two traditional Congress bas-
tions, Chhamb and Akhnoor, capture the
party’s continuing troubles in Jammu.
Except for 1987 and 1996, when
Akhnoor was won by the NC, and 2014
when the BJPwon, the seat has voted for
Congress since 1962. The same holds
true for Chhamb, which has been elect-
ing a Congress MLA since 1962, barring
anIndependentin 1977 and aBJPleader
in 2014. This time in Chhamb, though,
former deputy CM Tara Chand is facinga
stiff fight from Congress rebel Satish
Sharma, whose father Madan Lal
Sharma was a three-time MLA from the
seat. Sharma Senior gave up the seat in
the early 1990s when it became SC-re-
served, giving it to his confidant Tara
Chand. The latter won thrice succes-
sively, 1996 to 2014.

Meanwhile, Madan Lal moved to
Akhnoor, from where he got elected in
2008. Later a two-time MP from the
Poonch Lok Sabha constituency, he died

in2020.Following the 2022 delimitation
of J&K Assembly constituencies,
Akhnoor became SC-reserved while
Chhamb became open to all after nearly
three decades.

Now the Congress has re-fielded Tara
Chand from Chamb, ignoring the claims
of Sharma’s son Satish, who has joined
the fray as an Independent.

As per aresident of Akhnoor,Raman
Kumar, the Congress had far better
chances of victory from both the con-
stituencies if it had fielded Tara Chand
from ST-reserved Akhnoor and accom-
modated Satish Sharma in Chhamb.

Asenior Congress leader whodid not
want to be named admitted the wrong
candidate selection at places, saying it
was either due to inadequate data or
pressure from some senior leaders to
contest from seats of their choice.

According to this leader, some senior
leaders also ensured that erstwhile
Congress colleagues who wanted to re-
turn to the party fold from Ghulam Nabi
Azad’s Democratic Progressive Azad
Party were not accepted. Their reinduc-
tion could have brought in at least three
more Assembly seats in Jammu
province, he said, with two now contest-
ing as Independents.

Other constituencies where the
Congress choice has come up for ques-
tioning is R S Pura-Jammu South, from
where the party has fielded former min-
ister Raman Bhalla, and Bahu, where it
has put up District Development Council
member Taranjeet Singh Tony. Tony is
seen as having a good hold in R S Pura,
but he has got the Bahu seat. And while
Bhalla has been picked for R S Pura-
Jammu South, it’s Bahu that includes a
sizeable portion of his erstwhile Gandhi
Nagar constituency.

Similarly, in the newly created Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi constituency, the
Congress decision to field Bhupender
Jamwal - who is a leader of the local
porter and ponywallah bodies that op-
erate along the trek to the shrine — has
left old party workers angry.

Congress leaders also note with dis-
may that the party’s bigwigs have failed
to cover large parts of Jammu province’s
43 Assembly seats. On the BJP side,
everyone from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Minister Amit
Shah to Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
and party national president ] P Nadda
have held rallies, totalling over 30 already;,
with one more phase yet to go.

While Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday
addressed his fifth rally in the Jammure-
gion since the announcement of the polls
—inJammu city — Congress leaders say
the party has failed to capture the gains
from this, or the goodwill Gandhi enjoys
here since his first Bharat Jodo Yatra.

BJP chief spokesperson in J&K Sunil
Sethi says the Congress is in “defeat
mode” even before the elections have
concluded, and that “with noissues for it
to raise”, is talking of statehood, which
has already been assured by PM Modi
and Shah on the floor of Parliament.

e Firm handled waste for 44 months without treatment plant

The government terminated
SNG's contract in June 2023,
when the sub-contractor pulled
out. Within three months, SNG
setupits first treatment plantin
the state -- and was awarded a
fresh contract.

When contacted by The
Indian Express, Rajiva Sinha,
who was the state's Health
Secretary when SNG won the
contract, said that “everything
went by the book”. He added
that the rules allowed compa-
nies without treatment plants,
“provided they set up the facili-

line of four months from getting
environmental clearance (EC).”

Asked about this, Sinha, who
is now the state’s Election
Commissioner, said: “If a com-
pany violated any condition
later, my successors in the Health
(department) must have taken

. appropriate steps.”

Friction pointssuchas Galwan |
Valley, north and south banks of |
¢ Improvement Project directorin
Springs area have seen some |
amount of resolution in the last |
four years with the creation of |
- sultant for a project funded by

While legacy issues of |
Depsang Plains and Demchok— |
pre-dating the current ongoing
military standoff remained— |
troops deployed at the Depsang |
¢ blamed Covid for the delay in
ing their patrol points in an area |
- plants. “We took serious losses
- after providing critical waste dis-
- posal services during Covid after
- we won the bid following every
- rule. This was a genuine joint
puted”. “And soyou make surethe |
border is peaceful so that other |
parts of the relationship can |

Incidentally, Sinha was the
Calcutta Environment

2006 when another company
owned by SP Singh, SNG
Mercantile, was hired as a con-

the Asian Development Bank. In
2016, Sinha led a state business
delegation to Italy with SP Singh
as a member.

When contacted, S P Singh

setting up waste treatment

venture and the partners paid
equally for the bank guarantee,”
Singh told The Indian Express.

However, records show that
soon after the bid, Singh, through
a web of transactions, got per-
sonal ownership in the joint ven-
ture and reduced his consortium
partners' stakes.

Joint venture
— on paper
It was in February 2019 that

the West Bengal Health depart-
ment floated a tender for hospi-

tal waste disposal seeking bids
from Common Bio-Medical
Waste Treatment Facility
(CBMWTF) operators for 13
zones covering the state.

Nine months later, the con-
tract for nine zones was awarded
to a joint venture vehicle of SP
Singh's SNG Mercantile and
Delhi-based Spectrum Waste
Solutions. “We did it for the ten-
der as per the requirement. Our
companies had no prior business
links,” said Spectrum Waste’s di-
rector-stakeholder Md
Ziaurrahman Khan.

At the rate of Rs 8-9 per hos-
pital bed per day, the contract
entailed daily collection of bio-
medical waste from hospitals,
transporting it to treatment fa-
cilities, incinerating constituents
that cannot be recycled and dis-
infecting the rest, mostly plastic
materials, for shredding and re-
cycling.

Soon after the consortium
bagged the contract, S P Singh’s
dormant family-owned com-
pany SNG Envirosolutions trans-
ferred all its 10,000 shares
equally to SNG Mercantile and
Spectrum Waste to become the
consortium's 50:50 joint venture
vehicle.

Within a year, SNG
Envirosolutions issued 9.9 lakh
preferential shares to multiple
investors and S P Singh himself,
reducing the stake of consortium
partners SNG Mercantile and
Spectrum Waste to 0.5% each.
Under the new shareholding in
2020, S P Singh’s direct stake in
SNG was 247% while the remain-
ing 75% went to investors.

The lead investor with a 50%
stake, Silvercross Marketing, is
owned by the families of
Himanshu Ajmera and Girish
Mehta, Kolkata-based com-
modities brokers. Ajmeraalsois-
sued an NOC to SNG for using “a
table space” torunits businesses
in an apartment he owned in
Kolkata’s Ballygunge.

Ajmeradid not respond to re-
quests for comment. Mehta said
their company “exited” SNG re-
cently.

Tie-up with main rival
Under the 2019 contract, SP

Singh had four months to set up
nine treatment plants — one in
each zone -- from the time it ob-
tained Environment Clearances
(EC) for construction.

Instead, SNG Envirosolutions
struck a deal with Hyderabad-
based Medicare Environment
Management, the company that
got the contract for the remain-
ing 30% of government hospital
waste.

Krishnendu Datta, who led
Medicare’s West Bengal opera-
tions in 2019, and his successor
Snehanshu Chakraborty, de-
clined to comment on the details
of the "internal arrangement”
with SNG.

Asenior Medicare employee
said the “offer” of a subcontract
to treat the waste lifted by SNG
“made sense” since it was also
“endorsed by the state govern-
ment as an interim measure” —
afact corroborated by Health de-
partment records.

The “internal arrangement”
functioned until a PIL in August
2022 challenged SNG’s contract
citing Bio-Medical Waste
Management Rules, 2016, which
require a person or a company to
be the owner or to be in control
of a treatment facility to qualify
as its operator.

The PIL, filed by Kolkata-
based social worker Prabir Das,
flagged allegations of dumping
hospital waste by the company
in municipal dump sites.

Out of business
— and back

By now, the state Health de-
partment had served four no-
tices — between December 2020
and August 2022 — to SNG for
not setting up the treatment
plants.

“In all those years, the com-
pany completed ECapplications
for only two plants, instead of
nine, and all we did was to wait,
watch and send periodic notices
to be put in the file. But the de-
partment had to act after the PIL
was admitted,” said a Health of-
ficial.

In October 2022, the depart-
ment terminated SNG’s contract
for failing to set up CBMWTFs --
without serving the two-month

e Police have to come clean, underlines Bombay HC

trained police officers” were ac-
companying the man, the HC said
they should have tried to disarm
and overpower him first. “Ordina-
rily, youwould fire on the leg. How
you fired on the temple or head of
the deceased?,” it asked.

On Monday, the 23-year-old
janitor, arrested last month for al-
legedly sexually assaulting two
four-year-old girls at a school in
Badlapur (Thane district), was
gunned down when he was be-
ing taken ina police vehicle. Police
said he was killed in “retaliatory
firing” after he snatched an offi-
cer’s service weapon and opened
fire. Police said the accused fired
three rounds, injuring an officer.

Alleging a fake encounter, the
father of the deceased had filed a
pleain court seeking a probe by a
Special Investigation Team (SIT).

Hearing the plea Wednesday;,
adivision bench of Justices Revati
Mohite-Dere and Prithviraj K
Chavan said: “We are looking at
the matter from all angles. We
make it clear that we want to
know the truth and we are not re-
motely suspecting activities by the
police, but they have to come
clean.” The court asked if the de-
ceased knew how to unlock the
pistol. Public prosecutor Hiten
Venegaonkar, who represented
the state government, submitted
that the weapon was not locked,
and the magazine was released
when the deceased tried to pull
the upper part.

“This is very hard to believe.
Have you ever fired a pistol any-
time? [ have fired it 100 times. It
requires strength... Alayman can-
not fireapistol unless heis trained.
It requires strength. A weak man
cannot pull the slide back. There
is a lanyard... attached to the pis-
tol, was it there or not? Whether
there was a lanyard to the pistol?
Why wasit not there? Why wasit
not locked? What is the SOP?
What are the guidelines,” Justice

Chavan asked.

Responding to queries from
the court, the state submitted that
itwas anold pistol, and the officer
was in plainclothes with his gun
tucked in the left side of his waist.
The court pulled up the police for
being “negligent and careless”.

“And was he handcuffed,” the
court asked. Venegaonkar re-
sponded that the man was ini-
tially handcuffed, but one of his
hands was freed as he asked for a
glass of water.

“He (deceased)fired three bul-
lets and only one bullet hit the of-
ficer in his thigh? Where are two
bullets? Whether ricochet injury
was there to the policeman or was
it direct fire? It seems there are
four empty shells. Three fired by
him and one by an officer.
Ordinarily, you would fire on the
leg. How you fired on the temple
or head of the deceased? The ob-
ject was to disarm him. There
were four of your officers trained,
and one of the officers was in-
volved in encounters in the past.
So four trained police officers
couldn’t overpower... (a person)
whowas not trained in operating
firearms? Police are trained. We
understand if laypersons did it. It
could have been avoided,” Justice
Chavan said.

“It was an immediate reac-
tion,” Venegaonkar responded.

The court said that according
to the autopsy report, the bullet
appeared to have been fired from
point blank range with a 9mm
Browning pistol. “First you had to
try to disarm him. What were you
doingtill he fired three bullets? He
is not a hefty, tall man. You could
have overpowered him... This
can’t be termed as an encounter.
Definition of an encounter is dif-
ferent,” the Bench said.

“We expect the investigation
to be done fairly and impartially
evenif the police are involved, and
if it is not done, we will be con-

strained to pass orders. Don’t take
it that we are suspecting, but we
are doing it because we want the
truth,” it said.

The court, while passing a
slew of directions related to col-
lection of evidence, also directed
that the CDRs (call detail records)
of the four police personnel and
driver present in the vehicle be
collected, along with the CCTV
footage of the visitors' area of the
Taloja CentralJail, where the par-
ents of the deceased had last met
him, prior to the incident. It em-
phasised that sealing a crime
scene is essential to avoid further
complications and speculation.
“Time is of the essence in any in-
vestigation. Delay will lead to sus-
picion among the public,” it said.

The father of the accused had
sought registration of an FIR
against the police personnel and
preservation of CCTV footage
from Taloja Central Jail, the shops
and streets that the police vehicle
passed through, and the Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Hospital in Kalwa
(Thane district) where he was
taken. He alleged the “fake en-
counter” was done in view of the
upcoming polls, saying it would
work in favour of the ruling party.
His counsel also mentioned that
no cognizance was taken of a
complaint filed by the father
against the police personnel.

The governmentinformed the
bench that the probe was trans-
ferred to the CID and related doc-
uments were forwarded to the
agency Wednesday morning. The
bench noted that nobody from the
CID was present at the hearing.
The government also submitted
that forensic samples had been
sent to the J] Hospital to check for
gunshot residue, and the vehicle
in which the accused was being
taken, along with the bullets fired,
had also been sent for examina-
tion. The court posted the next
hearing for October 3.

notice under the E-tender con-
dition.

Within days, SNG moved the
Calcutta High Court against the
termination, and the state
missed the court date.

On May 31, 2023, Medicare
informed the Health depart-
ment about the termination of
its sub-contract with SNG from
June 1. SNG sought one month to
“resolve” the issue.

As an interim measure, the
Health department transferred
all zones allotted to SNG to
Medicare on June 2.

Asked if SNG passed on the
waste it collected to Medicare's
treatment plants, SP Singh said:
“Every (waste) bag is barcoded
and can’t be tampered with.
Official site inspections showed
that the allegations of dumping
waste in municipal bins were to-
tally false. Our books will show
all the payments made, with
GST, to Medicare.” He declined
to comment on the amount SNG
billed the Health department
under the contract and how
much it paid Medicare under the
sub-contract.

With the company out of
business, the work on SNG’s
treatment plants moved rapidly
and the first unit was ready in
just two months. On June 30,
2023, the West Bengal Pollution
Control Board (WBPCB)issued a
'Consent to Operate' certificate
for the first treatment plant in
Bankura.

Asked if the Board took any
action against the company for
lifting bio-medical waste for 44
months without a licence,
WBPCB chairman Dr Kalyan
Rudra and member-secretary
Rajesh Kumar declined to com-
ment.

On August 11, 2023, a fresh
order by the Health department
assigned Bankura, Bishnupur,
Purulia and Murshidabad zones
to SNG.

Principal secretary (Health)
Nigam did not respond to
queries asking why the Health
department took so long to re-
voke SNG’s contract and
whether it considered its viola-
tions while signing an agree-
ment with it afresh.

e Himachal

His mother Pratibha Singh,
president of Himachal Pradesh
Congress Committee, did not
weigh in on the decision, saying
one should ask Vikramaditya
about it.

Senior BJP leader and MLA
Randhir Sharma, who is also the
spokesperson for the Opposition
party in the state, said, “Like
Vikramaditya Singh, [ too am a
member of the recently consti-
tuted committee to finalise the
street vending policy. But he
started making statements before
we arrived at a conclusion and
formed a policy. However, dis-
playing ID cards of owners of
eateries and food stalls should be
amustin the state.”

The meeting where the deci-
sion was taken was held at
Vikramaditya's office, and had
been called to finalise the state’s
street vending policy, which has
beenin focus since the September
11 row related to Shimla’s Sanjauli
mosque. Behind the communal
tensions earlier this month wasa
fight between two shopkeepers
from different communities.

It was also decided at the
meeting that street vendors will
display theirID cards and vending
licence once the policy is finalised.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Vikramaditya, son of six-time CM
Virbhadra Singh, said, “There was
unrest in our state in the last few
days. Our decisions are notdriven
by any other state. The display of
identity cards will be mandatory
for all vendors — be it Hindu,
Muslim, Sikh, Christian or from
any other community. There are
instructions to us from the HC to
make vending zones, vending pol-
icyin the state. Recent unrest was
linked to the absence of a strong
vending policy.”

Shimla Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Bhupender Kumar
Attri said the matter is unrelated
to the decision in Uttar Pradesh.

e Judges’ new postings mean bail pleas to be heard afresh, third time

His appointment as Manipur HC
Chief Justice was notified on
October 16, 2023, and he took
oath four days later. No order on
the bail pleas was delivered be-
fore he left.

This meant that the cases had
to be heard afresh by anew bench.
They were then listed before a
bench comprising Justices Suresh
Kait and Shalinder Kaur in
November 2023. The bench,
which had the criminal appeals
roster, heard the cases for the first
time on November 1, 2023.
Another bench which had the
same roster, comprising Justices
Prathiba Singh and Amit Sharma,
could not hear the cases since the

. latter was earlier the NIA special

epaper.indfanexpre&s.cum-. .

public prosecutor in the HC.

In January 2024, another
change of roster was notified, ac-
cording towhich criminal appeals
were to be dealt with by abench of
Justices Kait and Manoj Jain. This
bench heard the bail pleas four
times from January to May 2024.

Lawyers for the accused had
made oral requests to the bench
toreserve orders after they closed
arguments in their individual
cases. However, the bench did not
reserve orders, and continued
hearing other connected bail
pleas.

On July 11, the SC Collegium
recommended Justice Kait for ap-
pointment as the Chief Justice of
the Jammu and Kashmir HC.

While the recommendation was
pending with the Centre, another
roster change was effected in the
Delhi HC.

This time, the cases went to a
bench comprising Justices Kait
and Girish Kathpalia, which was
specifically assigned the bail mat-
ters of the Delhi riots accused.
However, this bench did not hear
the cases.

Earlier this month, the SC
Collegium revised its recom-
mendation, listing Justice Kait for
appointment as Chief Justice of
the Madhya Pradesh HC instead
of the J&K HC. The recommen-
dation was approved by the
Centre on September 21, and the
Judge took oath as the Madhya

Pradesh HC Chief Justice on
Wednesday.

While lawyers get ready to
argue the bail pleas for the
third time, there is disquiet on
the delay.

“My client was arrested in
March 2020 and the court has
neither framed charges against
him nor commenced trial in the
case. His bail plea was first filed
in the HC in May 2022, and we
have to now argue it for a third
time all over again. This chronol-
ogy itselfis unconscionable. The
right to a speedy trial and the
right to be granted bail are con-
stitutional rights,” senior advo-
cate RebeccaJohn, who appears
for Saifi, told The Indian Express.
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TOELECT FINAL STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBER

Day before crucial MCD internal poll,
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three AAP counmllors jump shiptoBJP

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

A DAY before the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) s set
to elect its final member to the
crucial Standing Committee, three
AAP councillors defected to the
BJP Wednesday. With this, AAP
now holds 124 seats in the 249-
member House —one shortof the
majority — while BJP has 115.

The BJP announced that AAP
councillors Behen Preeti from
Dilshad Colony and Sarita Phogat
from Green Park joined the party
at 2 pm, exactly 24 hours before
the election is to begin Thursday.
Two hours later, Praveen Kumar,
AAP councillor from Madanpur
Khadar East, also joined the BJPin
the presence of BJP state chief
Virendra Sachdeva.

The vacancy in the 18-mem-
ber Standing Committee — the
highest decision-making body of
the MCD — was created by the
resignation of BJP councillor
Kamaljeet Sehrawat after her
election from the West Delhi Lok
Sabha seat earlier this year.

The committee is the MCD’s
key decision-making body, over-
seeing the civic body’s finances.
No proposal exceeding Rs 5 crore

can proceed withoutits approval.
If the BJP secures a majority in
the Standing Committee on
Thursday, it could create a sce-
nario where AAP leads the MCD,
but the BJP controls its finances.
Speaking to mediapersons,
Sachdeva said the decision of the
leaders to leave AAP stemmed
from disappointment over “un-
fulfilled promises” and “increas-
ing corruption” within the party.
Taking on AAP convener Arvind
Kejriwal and Chief Minister
Atishi, he added, “If Kejriwal is so
keen to become Shri Ram, he
should first stay away from the
political chair for 14 years.”
Preeti, meanwhile, accused
Atishi of allegedly instigating
councillors to beat up BJP mem-
bers during the mayoral polls. “If
Atishi has become the chief min-
ister, thisisn’t proof of her being
educated but rather a result of
herbeing a puppet,” she alleged.
Thisis not the first wave of de-
fections from AAP — while two
party councillors had joined the
BJP before the Lok Sabha polls,
five more had defected to the BJP
on August 26. The BJP has also
nominated a former AAP council-
lor to contest the election for the
final Standing Committee seat.
Leader of Opposition in the

@Virend_Sachdeva/X

(Top) Councillor Praveen Kumar; (above) councillors Behen
Preeti, Sarita Phogat with Delhi BJP chief Virendra Sachdeva

MCD, Rajalgbal Singh, said, “The
MCD at present has an effective
strength of 249 members. AAP
has only 124 councillors while
the majority mark is 125...it has
clearly lost majority.”
Meanwhile, taking to X, AAP
Malviya Nagar MLA Somnath
Bharti expressed concern over
the switch, particularly by
Phogat. He claimed that while
joining the party at the BJP head-

HC expresses
shock at
defacement of
public property

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 25

EXPRESSING SHOCK at deface-
ment of public property, purport-
edly by candidates contesting the
September 27 Delhi University
Students’ Union (DUSU) elections,
the Delhi High Court Wednesday
directed the police to ensure no
these are removed and no further
defacement takes place.

The bench of Acting Chief
Justice (AC]) Manmohan and
Justice Tushar Rao Gedela
recorded inits order, “This courtis
of the prima facie view that ex-
penditure in crores has been in-
curred by the candidates contest-
ing the elections.”

The bench also orally re-
marked that DU has two or three
ways to deal with the defacement.
ACJManmohansaid, “... Eitheryou
will defer elections till everything
is cleaned up or you disqualify
them and ask for new nomina-
tions to be filed. Or third is you al-
low the election on the date fixed
but you don’t announce the re-
sults till everything is cleaned.”

Expressing shock at the ex-
penditure being incurred in the
polls, ACManmohan said, “It has
tobe repainted. If they can put up
posters, they can pay for repaint-
ing... Thisdoes not seem like an or-
dinary student whois fighting an
election, it seems like an organ-
ised group which is doing this...”

“Thisisdonebyaliterate oran
illiterate group? This sort of de-
facement... will be done by some-
one who is illiterate...” ACJ
Manmohan remarked, address-
ing DU.

Pulling up the chief election of-
ficer, AC] Manmohan orally re-
marked, “It is time V-C took a de-
cision and if he has to annul the
elections, then annul elections...”

DUSU POLLS

quarters, Phogat “didn’t even
speak a word and hence I am
worried about her”.

He added that Phogatisina
vulnerable state, as she is un-
well.“Since her house is locked,
phones are off not only of her but
of her children too. She is not
reachable to even her own fam-
ily... She seems to have been ab-
ducted,” healleged, requesting the
L-G and Delhi Police to locate her.

When The Indian Express
reached out to Phogat, there was
no response.

Who will dominate

the civic body?

The Standing Committee
comprises 12 elected members
from ward committees and six
from within the House. In the
ward committee polls, held on
September 4, BJP won seven seats
while AAP bagged five. Elections
to the six Standing Committee
members, after the 2023 mayoral
polls, had resulted in both AAP
and BJP securing three seats each.
Following this, Sehrawat was
elected to the Lok Sabha.

At present, while AAP holds
eight Standing Committee seats,
the BJP has 9. If the AAP secures
the last seat, it will lead to a tie.
However, if the BJP wins, giving it
aclear majority, it will have power
to control the MCD'’s purse strings.

If the Congress, which has
nine members in the House,
chooses to vote against AAP in
Thursday’s election, AAP could
lose its majority in the Standing
Committee too. However,
sources said Congress may ab-
stain from voting, which could
leave AAP with a slim advantage
in securing the final seat.

Nine of 21 candidates in the fray are
women, just 3 for top post of presulent

VIDHEESHA KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

SIXTEEN YEARS ago was the last
time the Delhi University
Students’ Union (DUSU) had a
woman president. Over the
years, the representation of
women in the students’ union
polls has remained low.

Consider this: Of 21 candi-
dates in the fray this year for the
four posts on the panel, only nine
are women. Of these, only three
have been fielded for the post of
president. Last year, 11 of the 24
candidates were women, whilein
2019, four out of 16 were women.

Polls are on September 27.

Over the years, women can-
didates who have been elected as
president include former BJP
spokesperson Nupur Sharma
from the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) and
former Member of the Delhi
Legislative Assembly Alka Lamba
from the National Students’
Union of India (NSUI).

This month, a pleawas moved
in the Delhi High Court seekingin-
troduction of women’s reserva-
tionin the upcoming DUSU polls,
as the number of women candi-
dates in the fray this year, like in
previous years, is less than half of
the total number of candidates in
the final list after withdrawals. The
courtadvised the varsity to swiftly
address the representation. The
petition, filed by Shabana Hussain
and represented by advocate
Ashu Bidhuri, calls fora 50%reser-
vation forwomen in the polls,em-
phasising lack of female partici-
pation due to the influence of
money and muscle power.

Neither ABVP nor NSUI have
fielded woman candidates for the
post of president this time. The
two have fielded awoman for the
post of secretary — Mitravinda
Karanwal from ABVP and

Candidates and their supporters campaign at Delhi University, Wednesday. Tashi Tobgyal

Brawl outside
Miranda House

New Delhi: A brawl broke
out outside DU’s Miranda
House College as a few stu-
dentsallegedly tried toen-
ter the campus forcibly to
campaign for the DUSU
election. Speaking to The
Indian Express, Miranda
House Principal Bijaya-
laxmi Nanda said, “Wha-
tever happened, it was out-
side the gate and was
handled by the college
election committee, stu-
dentunion and staff. Many
student candidates from
outside were trying to en-
ter the campus forcibly...
we let in about 3-4, along
withwomen candidates, to
proceed with their cam-
paign, the rest were
stopped outside.” ENS

RALLY IN GURGAON AHEAD OF HARYANA POLLS

Haryana’s national highway infra will be better than US by end of 2024: Gadkari

AISWARYARAJ
GURGAON, SEPTEMBER 25

STATING THAT the work he car-
ried out in the last 10 years was
just a trailer, Union Minister of
Road Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari Wednesday asked
Gurgaon to vote for the BJP for
improved road infrastructure.

The Haryana Assembly polls
are on October 5. The BJP has
fielded Mukesh Sharma from
the Gurgaon Assembly seat.

At Bhim Nagar’s Ram Leela
ground, Gadkari, along with
Gurgaon MP Rao Inderjit Singh,
extended support to Sharma.

Addressing a crowd of 2,000-
2,500 people, Gadkari said the

election will not decide the fate of
BJP or Congress, but the future of
Gurgaon. “It'sbeen 75 years since
Independence. The Congress was
in power for 65 years at the
Centre and state. In my depart-
ment, in the last 10 years in
Haryana, we've done three times
more work than what Congress
did in 65 years,” he said.
Sharma, meanwhile, said he
had appealed to Gadkari for an
elevated road to deal with fre-
quent traffic snarls in the city: “In
2009, when the Delhi-Jaipur
highway was being made, the
Congress awarded the tender to
a contractor who abandoned the
project...Iwill complete work on
the highway by December and
relieve you from this hardship.”

Gadkari said in Delhi-NCR,
his ministry’s projects are worth
Rs 65,000 crore: “We have Rs 2
lakh crore worth projects in
Haryana that we have com-
pleted, begun, and are in the
pipeline by the end of 2024.”

He listed out projects includ-
ing Dwarka Expressway, Gur-
gaon-Rewari Highway,and Mum-
bai Expressway and said tenders
for 9 foot-overbridges will be
floated in October for Rewari and
Gurgaon and work on four fly-
oversinthe region will startin two
months: “I ask my journalist frie-
nds to record everything and to
make ‘breaking news’ if  go back
on my announced projects. No
one will be able to publish news
against me because if 1 take some-

Namrata Jeph from NSUL The Left
coalition of the All India Students’
Association and Students’
Federation of India has fielded
three women — including Saavy
Gupta for the post of president.

On how they pick candidates,
Ashutosh Singh, ABVP National
Media Convener, told The Indian
Express, “We've divided the cam-
pusintodifferent zones; our units
in colleges of each zone let us
know as to which person is more
active, can mobilise people and
bring in votes. It could be a
woman or a man, it doesn’t mat-
ter. We go by this year-long sur-
vey and finalise candidates.”

A student party official, who
wished to be anonymous, pointed
out: “As per my analysis, female
students at off-campus colleges,
hailing from outskirt areas, ac-
tively take part during elections...
those who perhaps go to North
Campus colleges come from far
away states and are not so familiar
with Delhi-NCR and, hence, donot
show much participation.”

NSUI's Ravi Pandey, chair-
man of the media unit, said, “It
has always been our party’s ef-
fort to make sure more women
candidates participate in the
election; we try to give prefer-
ence to them too. We take many
factors into account —including
a candidate’s winnability — be-
fore fielding them for a post.”

Healsotookadigatthe ABVP,
saying women’s safety has be-
come a concern: “This year, we
fielded a woman candidate, who
also belongs to the Scheduled
Tribe community, for the post of
Secretary. We hope she wins and
sets an example that anyone can
participate in student politics
without fearing ABVP.”

In the history of DUSU, which
started in 1954, only 11 women
have been elected president. Anju
Sachdeva was the first woman to
be elected in 1989, followed by
Monika Kakkar in 1993, Shalu
Malik in 1994 and Alka Lamba in
1995. The last woman president
was Nupur Sharma in 2008.

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari (centre) with Gurgaon MP
Rao Inderjit Singh and MLA pick Mukesh Sharma. Tashi Tobgyal

thing up, Iwon’'t go back onit.”
“Haryana’s national highways
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infrastructure will be better than
the US by end of 2024... Work in
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AAP & L-G spar over work
in limbo at 24 govt hospitals

JATINANAND
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

A “SEVERE” lack of funds and
medical staff, the absence of ba-
sic facilities such as rooms for
doctors, nurses, mortuaries and
even parking spaces in the con-
struction plans have forced work
at 24 new and existing hospitals
into limbo, officials said.

The redevelopment of 13 ex-
isting hospitals, four new hospi-
tals, and re-engineering of seven
new hospitals as ICU facilities is
being taken up as part of a consol-
idated project. These under-con-
struction facilities now require Rs
10,250 crore so work can be com-
pleted in three years —apart from
an annual sum of Rs 8,000 crore
toremain operational —as per the
Delhi Health Department’s sub-
missions at a review meeting.

The meeting was chaired by
Delhi L-G V K Saxena at Raj
Niwas on September 11 and at-
tended by Health Minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj in addition
to senior officers.

Delhi Health Secretary S B
Deepak Kumar, officials said,
made a presentation outlining
the challenges being faced by the
department in completing the
projects, highlighting that the
annual allocation of Rs 372 crore
for them meant it was “unlikely
these hospitals would be com-
pleted evenin a decade”.

Kumar also said the amount
will have to be doubled to even
run the hospitals. Saxena, officials
said, expressed concern regarding
arbitration cases already trickling
in and cost escalation because of
delays. The initial cost projection
for the work was Rs 3,800 crore.

The first tenders for the proj-
ect were floated in 2019-2021
where an estimated cost of Rs
3,906.70 crore was projected.
The projects were expected to be
completed in six months to a
year given the fact that prefabri-
cated material was to be used for
a majority of them.

Due to the delay, according to
government officials, initial costs
have shot up by several thou-
sands of crores including, among
other components, about Rs
5,000 crore just for furniture and
medical equipment.

Saxena, Bharadwaj

What also needs to be done,
officials said, is the creation of an
estimated 38,000 additional
posts of doctors, specialists and
paramedics for the functioning
of the upcoming facilities.

In response, the AAP said,
“The health Minister was con-
stantly writing to the L-G regard-
ing his duty to create posts for up-
coming hospitals... However, the
L-G was running away from his
constitutional responsibilities
and duties. The Minister had been
reminding the L-G, through writ-
ten letters, that till full-time per-
manent specialists and doctors
are recruited through the UPSC,
the -G should initiate the process
of hiring doctors and specialists
on a contract basis. However, he
did notinitiate that process by cit-
ing frivolous excuses.”

“Now, after the directions of
the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi,
the L-G was bound to hold a
meeting and has accepted itisin-
deed his duty to create posts for
upcoming hospitals,” it added.

In the meeting, the L-G is
learnt to have flagged the lack of
proper planning, including deci-
sions about whether the hospitals
would be run in a partnership
with the private sector or by the
government. Officials said when
the L-G asked how the hospitals
would be run, he was told a deci-
sion on this had not yet been
taken. Saxena directed the Council
of Ministers to decide so budget-
ary allocation and staffing needs
could be finalised, it is learnt.

A decision, officers said, was
also pending on if the hospitals
would be super-specialty, gen-
eral or district level or tertiary
hospitals “since the requirement
of specialists will be determined
on the basis of these decisions”.

The AAP, however, said, “The
L-G fails to understand that a few
years ago, the world was facing

Covid, the biggest pandemicof the
last few decades. In June 2020,
there were scientific projections
that Delhi will have 20 1lakh Covid
patients and around 80,000 pa-
tients will require hospitalisation.
The Delhi government at that
time was proactive in deciding
and allocating resources to build
thousands of ICU beds in the form
of new hospitals and hospital
blocks. The government has al-
ways prioritised the health of its
people over budget constraints...
With time, the urgency of requir-
ing thousands of ICU beds has
faded across the world. All these
things were discussed in the
meeting of the L-Gin the presence
of over a dozen officers.”

An officer at the meeting said
itwas pointed out that of the new
hospitals being constructed, there
was no place for parking. Officials
also said the Administrative
Reforms Department said it had
recently begun the process of fi-
nalisation of creation of posts for
the upcoming hospitals which
would be completed during the
current year and the process will
then be started for hospitals that
will be completed in the nextyear.

Itis learnt that Health Minister
Bharadwaj stated that the chal-
lenges he was now being in-
formed of by the Health Secretary
had not been communicated to
him in the past. “The secretary,
however, said all issues were duly
brought up in meetings taken by
the minister,” an official said.

Responding to AAP’s com-
ments, the L-G’s Secretariat said it
had not issued any statement re-
garding the meeting. “Minutes of
the meeting have been issued by
the Secretary (Health), who re-
ports directly to Minister
Bharadwaj, and not by L-G
Secretariat. (AAP’s) statement
takes alibi of Covid to justify con-
struction of 24 buildings worth Rs
10,000 crore, construction of
which started in 2020 with adead-
line of one year, butall of them are
far from completion...the minister
would have done better toinitiate
the process of creation of posts for
these supposed hospitals. The
Services Department and L-G have
nothing to to do with creation of
posts. The Services Department
only fills those posts through UPSC
and DSSSB.”

Delhi DMs to assess depts, move
ruffles feathers in bureaucracy

JATINANAND
& MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE DELHI government has or-
dered ‘working groups’ of
District Magistrates (DMs) to as-
sess the functioning of different
departments in the city and to
report on and ensure conver-
gence between them. The
groups have also been empow-
ered to “call meetings with offi-
cers of the department con-
cerned” and submit a detailed
report with proposals and rec-
ommendations by October 5.

The move has ruffled feath-
ers in the bureaucracy, with
questions being raised about the
feasibility of the exercise which
“places junior district officials
above senior officers”.

On the other hand, a senior
Delhi government official said
this was in line with L-G V K
Saxena’s aim of making the post
of anaverage DM “a more active
and dynamic one”. “Through
these working groups, junior
civil servants will be able to iden-

this 10 years was just a trailer, asli
film shuru hona baaki hai,” he said.
On caste, Gadkari said every-
one wants to compete with each
other on being the most back-
ward and it is becoming political.
Stating that he won for the
third time in his constituency,
Nagpur, he added: “There are
around 40,000-45,000 SCs and
Muslims. In front of these 50,000
people, I said I won’t compro-
mise on my principles. Jo karega
Jat ki baat, usko kaske marunga
lathh (Anyone who talks about
Jat,Iwill beat him with a stick).”
There needs to be “social and
economic equality”, he said.
“Our issues are not due to caste,
religion, language.”
MP Inderjit said he had asked

tify administrative possibilities
in their jurisdiction across vari-
ous avenues of public services. It
will also enrich them in terms of
experience for when they head
larger individual departments,”
the official said.

Sources pointed out that the
order coincided with the first
meeting between newly sworn-
in Delhi Chief Minister Atishi and
her Council of Ministers and civil
servants heading government
departments during which both
sides are said to have announced
they would function as a cohe-
sive unit.

“It is an odd situation, to say
the least, where junior IAS offi-
cers with less experience - from
AGMUT (Central cadre) batches
2011 toasrecentas 2019 - of the
service have been asked to make
recommendations on better
functioning to senior officials
who’ve been heading govern-
ment departments, in most
cases, for longer tenures than
they have been IAS officers,” a
senior official said.

As per the order, issued by
the office of the divisional com-

for support from Gurgaon and it
gave him over 1 lakh votes and
sent him to the Lok Sabha. “I pre-
sented your demand to Gadkari.
We need an elevated road and he
gave his assurance that it will be
made. You have the assurance that
an elevated road will come up in
Gurgaon as well,” he said.

On local issues of garbage,
electricity, and roads, he said: “...
Whose money runs Haryana? I'm
telling you 100% of the income is
from Gurgaon. In the coming
days, we will give power to the
penwielded by the mayor, coun-
cillor, and MLA over bureaucrats
to control themand even write an
ACR against them if need be. We
have the biggest budget and our
roads have potholes, our sewage

missioner Tuesday, the DMs
have been tasked with submit-
ting detailed reports “with ac-
tionable recommendations” and
“concrete proposals” related to
the efficient functioning of 17
important government depart-
ments, including transport,
health, education and environ-
ment as well as the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi and the
New Delhi Municipal Council.

The order states that 10 dis-
trict magistrates will also iden-
tify rules where the role of the
Revenue Department func-
tionaries has been envisaged.

According to the order, the
aimwas to “strengthen the func-
tioning and operations of the
Revenue Department, facilitate
better convergence of work,
schemes and service delivery in-
volving multiple agencies, and
foster greater inter-departmen-
tal coordination at the field
level...”

Four separate working
groups of Delhi DMs, the order
added, were being created for
“detailed examination and
preparation of cogent proposals”.

lines are not clean, and our homes
don’t have electricity. We will
make sure the 73rd and 74th
Amendments are in effect like in
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.I'm
raising my voice for you and I
need a companion to raise your
demands. That is Mukesh
Pehelwan (Sharma).”
Addressing Dalits in the
crowd, the MP said, “The opposi-
tion said reservation will be re-
voked and the Constitution will
be amended. When the party
was elected, the PM first went to
the Constitution. The SC com-
munity among us should rethink
this, we are not seeking votes in
the name of Brahmins or Ahirs,
we are leaders of chhattis bi-
radaris (36 clans),” he said.
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NBCC official duped in ‘digital arrest’ case

a parcel containing 16 fake passports, 58
ATM cards, and 40 grams of MDMA, with
her details listed as the sender, was inter-
cepted on September 6. He further
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SPECIAL ASSEMBLY SESSION BEGINS TODAY

Table 12 pending CAG reports:
L-G Secretariat to chief secy

L-G seeks higher insurance
premium for vehicles with
history of traffic violations

proceed with money laundering charges,”
the officer said.

The men then vanished. The woman
filed a complaint with the IFSO on

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 25

ASENIOR official in the National Buildings

volved vehicles that had previ- the CAG to enable claimed MumbaiPolicehadissuedanar-  September 12.

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE ously been fined for trafficviola- EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE the laying of these ~ Construction Corporation (NBCC)was  rest warrant against her,” said DCP (IFSO The IFSO tracked the money to ac-
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25 tions, primarily for speedingand  NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25 reports in the dupedofRs55lakhinacaseof digitalar-  Special Cell) Hemant Tiwari. counts of a fake firm used to funnel the

- red-light jumping. The vehicles Legislative rest’, said police. Three people have been According to police, the accused kept  proceeds from frauds through multiple
DELHI LIEUTENANT Governor thatreceived morethanthreetraf-  ADAY before the special two-day session AssemblyofDelhi,"  arrestedinthe case.Ofthedupedamount,  video calling the victim on WhatsApp, accounts. Tracing the mobile numbers
(L-G) VK Saxena has writtento ~ fic challans in a year were found ~ of the Delhi Assembly begins, the thestatementsaid. ~ Rs 20 lakh was returned to the victim. claiming she was under digital arrest till  used in the fraud, police arrested Prabhat
Union Finance Minister Nirmala  to have a highinvolvementinse- Lieutenant Governor(L-G)Secretariaton \ It added that According to police, on September 9,  the CBImade theirway tonabher.“They = Kumar, 24, and Rajesh Kumar, 27 and
Sitharaman, seeking a changein  vere accidents, he said. Wednesday wrote to Chief Secretary thesecommunica-  the 35-year-old woman received acall, then asked her to transfer Rs 55 lakhto  Arjun Singh, 29.
policy that allows for higherinsur- Analysis of accident databy  Dharmendra and Finance Secretary L-GVKSaxena tionshavebeenfor-  whereinthecallerclaimedtobeacustoms  verify her
ance premium for vehicles that  the World Bankindicatesthatve-  Ashish Chandra Verma, asking them to warded to the fi- official from Terminal 2 of Mumbai  account
have a history of trafficviolations.  hicles with multiple trafficviola-  present 12 pending Comptroller and nance department  International Airport. “The callerclaimed ~ and to not NEW DELHI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

In his letter written last week,  tionshavea40%higherriskofbe-  Auditor General's (CAG) reportsinthe  andthe Government of National Capital

Saxena said a financial deterrent
would encourage better driving
behaviour, as thereis a correlation
between repeat traffic offences
and the risk of accidents.

"I would, therefore, suggest
thatalayered insurance premium
system based on the frequency
and severity of traffic violations as
recorded in MoRTH's VAHAN
database may beintroduced,” the
letter stated.

Citing a 2023 report of the
Delhi Traffic Police, Saxena said
that 60% of fatal road accidents in-

Assembly after bringing the matter to the
attention of Chief Minister Atishi.

Twelve CAG reports received since
June 2022 remain pending with the state
government, the L-G Secretariat said in
a statement on Wednesday. The reports
include State Finances Audit, Prevention
of Vehicular Air Pollution, Public Health
Infrastructure and Services, Regulation
and Supply of Liquor as well as Finance
Accounts and Appropriation Accounts,
among others.

"Inaseries of such communications,
the L-G Secretariat received such letters,
last on 18.07.2024 and 19.09.2024, from

ing involved in fatal crashes
compared to those with a clean
driving record, he added.

Saxena also urged
Sitharaman to engage Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI) to es-
tablish a framework for index-
linked insurance premiums. This
financial deterrent driven ap-
proach, which is practised in the
US and European countries,
would promote responsible driv-
ing behaviour, leading to areduc-
tion in accidents, he said.

Territory of Delhi but no proposal has till
now been submitted to the L-G by the
government for tabling these reports in
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the Assembly.

Inthisregard, the L-G Secretariat has Hn""m mm} l“n Bm“
written to the chief secretary, asking him 500 Sq.Yds 375 Sq.Yds Park Face
totake necessary stepsto lay all the pend- Park Face/North-East 2nd Floor SBHK with Stilt
ing CAG reports on the table of the
Assembly during the ensuing session be- : HISIII'I' Ililllﬂ
tween September 26 and 27, Ashish GOLF LINKS 800 5q.Yds Park Face
Kundra, Principal Secretary to L-G, wrote 720 5q.Yds Second Floor 48HK
in the letter. The L-G Office directed to Park Face BBHK seperate Lift & Parking

bring the pendency of the same to the at-
tention of the CM and request heraction
in this regard.

SR

L3 RAHUL SHARMA 999-993-6796

MANY MORE OPTIONS
FOR ANY SALE PLEASE CONTACT

PALIKA KENDRA: NEW DELHI
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The New Delhi Municipal Council proposes to fill-up 01 post of Chief
Engineer (Civil) on deputation basis for a period of 03 years in the Pay
Scale of Rs. 1,31,100 - 2,16,600 level 13A in revised 7" CPC pay
matrix. The eligibility criteria & other terms and conditions for the post
may be downloaded from NDMC website |.e. www.ndmc.gov.in,
The last date for receipt of applications completed in all respect Is
01.11.2024.
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DearShareholders,

Ladies and Gentlemen!

Goad aftermpon, On behalf of the Board of

Diracors, | eaband-a vary warrn waltome 1o our

shareholiers and all stakeholcers. IT 5 a preat

privilege and honaur o-address ou for the: first time

aftar faking pwer 25 Chairman and Managing Direcioe of

GOMCOR in 1hes 36th Annuzt Ganaral Mealing. Thank ywauw for

sparing your waluable tma far [oining this AGMA of your
Company.

The Word foday is af 2 unchee facing bath ne'w apporturEies And

concems. Unono band, we have mnmonsd developrents in the leld ol

artdicial inteBgence, use of digial platforms, robotics and compuing.

While: an the ather, there is an nstabifity created by global confiicis

fhreatering peace, stabily and econpemic development. fnd them

Ehere ana the cear-bacening issweas of clmale changa, fsing cosl ol

livirg, fack of Tood security, inadeguate Bveshood and decing in the

Inbal merchandise trade by 1.2% st year, Inthe kst Unica budget of

India, thare is an stempt fo address these concams by focusag on

| employment, skilling, MEMEs, indrastruciure, engrgy secirity and naxl

[penaratan reforms. o aceglarale socio sconoems developmeant.

Albert Einztein has said and | quote-In the middle of every difficulty lies
opporiunity.

This is fruly apolicadle to'our country. which is an oazes of opporfunites amldst
giobal furmail and sepply chain dsruplions, steadiasty marching ahesd
confidertly to achieva the goal of Wiksit Bharat in the Amrit Kaal

The repartof the Derectors and Audited Accauwnts for the vear ended 315t Masch
2024 with the reports of Auditors and comments of Comptroder & Ao
General of India have already besn circulatad to you and with your permession, |
lake thim &5 read, Mow, | weakd ke 10 elaboete beally mbers-aliz abaid the
BCamamic steiano, sectoral outlook and Company's achisvsments durimg the
yEar H025-24 along with the future praspecis.
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ECONOMIC SCENARID:

A5 per the Warkd Economic Ouiook, &pril 2024 from Intesnational Mongtary
Furid (IMF], the piobal economy re?:ta'e-:l agrowthof 2.2% in 2023, margnally
lpwer than 3.4% & 2022, In thes burtlend fime, India is a ighthouss of growth as
tha fasinst growing ecomomy with B.2% GOP growth last year, This has evohed
plobad respoct and 8 promse for 3 brigl fubure lor cur country.

Itis being predicted that India may contribute 18% of Wodd GDP growth in nest
five years from T0% al presant, U5 per capita GOP is Ealy to s b LSS, (00 by
2030 frofm around USE2.500 al prosent. The pcondimit translormatiod
achieved by India k5 a testimony of Gevernments' fa-sighied potices and
expcation on the ground. B is expected that the capital alocation Tor creating
phwsical and digital infrastructure and efficient axacution, will propel the cycle of
inesiment. cansumgtion and employiment.

In Intia, the major opporfongies are emenging from diversificatan of global
supphy chairs; digital rayclution and the green transiticn, Recogrising this, the
Gavernment has comdinued 10 Garry Gul path breaking mforms and pobicy
intarventicns ko create conduchve envirgnment enhancing our comoeiiiveness
globally. Spme of the major inifatives taken by the Gowemment in this respect
are gnfanced puEblic Capex, creating digital infrasirecture, Prduction Linked
Incantive (FLI) schames o aliract private imeastmant, Amanitbhar Bharal
largelsd wellans spending, eficient delivery ol grass roat benefils, ofe,

Tne synergy of @ lange consemer markel, propressive poiicy initigtives,
fawourable damographics, rising disposabéa ncome, fechnological pravers bas
craatad hepghlonéd inberes? in levaraging India as a glabal hub lar
marufacturing, serdices and exporls. This evokes new hopes and aspeations
ared will pawer India’s growsh in neas futiee

SECTORAL DUTLOOK:

A country’s ecanomic health dapends upan the Siicancy and rabisiness of s
Infrastructure. The loglstics sector offers iremendous potential 1o grow in the
coming vears with rsag production, consumpticn and mcrezase i India’s share
in gicoal frace, The Govemment's facus an infrastruciure develapmant with
projuciy like Saparmala, Bharsimalz and Dedicafad Freight Coridor with
ernphass on porl modemisation, impreving road and rail connectivity will glve
bacstio the sector by reducing iranss time and costs.

The origmatang leading of cargd of dian Radways was 159063 million fonnas
In 2023-24, regiztaring an increase of 5.2% over previous vear The originaling
comainesised cano transported by rail was 85,048 milan tanings in 2023-24
refiecting an ingrease of M. The containers handled at all parts of e coumtry
were 2100 mifion TELs in 2023-24 with a growth of 9. 5% aver pravious year
Indfa’s caurrent contribution 1o global trade (exports) is less than 2% which
leaves 3 massive heatroom for growth, Increase in country's pariicipation in
international walue ¢hain thraigh a more organised kgislics sector has emerged
a5 a palicy griodly now for the Govertenenl, The major kay, indesiry drivers
el e

¢ Infrastructure development; Rs.11 lakh croms which is 3.4% of the GODR
has bean allecatad bvaards capital expenditurs in whech Bs 2 55 Lkh crors
i for Railways. This reflects Government's resolv bo develog a workl-class
Igistics- ecosystem In the country that can sipport growing irade. The
Mationa! Logistics Policy (NLP)is & great enabler helping in streamlining the
procasses for seamlass coordinalion. Tha Gati Shalgi Carpa Tarminal [GCT)
palicy of indiar Railveaays ar mul-modal camneclivily has promaled phvaty
Irvestment in cargoterminal developrment.

Govarmment Palicies: Implemantaton of Goods and Services Tax-has
simalified fax-shuchure, remaving the need for State specilic warshouses,
The Bake in ndks and Production Linked Incentve (PLE) Scheme have
spurred domestic manufactuning, demand for Indusirial space and
warghousss aftracting significant mvestments

Global manufaciuring shilt: The qh:-h&: supply chan iz undergoing
significant shift with many companies loking to oiversiy this to ndia which
is emarging &5 3 key manufachaing desfination for sectars like eectronics,
autamodiles. sami-conductr, phanmaceuticals, ate,

Flourishing E-commerce: Exponential rise of e-commerce has been the
prirmary catatyst for the boom infogstics and warehouses, Thera isa change
i cansimer hehaviour demanding corventemca through last mila dalivery,
eas of redurn and other valug-added sepaces. 85 MOre CoRSurmers mave b
onlinz shopping. there 12-a vast need of warehauses and fulfilment centres
strategically located nearthe corsurnption paints ko enable quick deliveries
Technological enhancament: The sokilions poavidad by modem tachnalogy
I& Creabing business coportumities across valte chain, The adopbon of

Green Logistics-
LNG Powered

Trucks

First Mile
Last Mile
Service

aulomation, robatics, Artificial Inteligance (Al), Internet of Things (IOT) has

helped Iogistc secior in reducing human rmor, optimizing saolutions, monitaring

an rnanamn? services in real ime thergby enswing thal goods are mowed
15

stored and daliverad with maximum efficiency,

| would e 10 assure you that your Company i fully geared up 10 reap he
benefits from these emerging oppariunities toschisvs substantial grosdh,
PERFORMAMCE HIGHLIGHTS:

In he backdrop of challenging olabal business envicarmend, It comforting 1o
note that with the dedication and hard work of team CONGOR, your Company
has dalvared robust periormance during the yaar, This imgirassive parformanca
an various pasamalers an as inflows:

Buziness Volumes, Turnover and Profitability

O the operafional froml, wour compary has handled 4.7 million TEUS during 1ha
yoar réqistenng a healthy growth af B.2% owver Eg]u'luus wear U achigved 3
growih of 7.1% in EXIM throughput and 12.3% in Domestic throughput. With 3
surge in contasner handiing and franspariation walumes, infinancial terms., vour
Cormpany clocked a grass fumpver of Rs9 000 crores; an increase of 6,9%
VET fIravious yias

TOTAL
tHRouGHPUT I

2r13-14

4.7
s

IN MILLION
(TEUs)

2023-24

Thé net profi lor 2023-24 was Ba 1 21 crongs regraiening an Increase al 5.3%
OVEr preu-iuus_[-{_zar retleciing our locus on operational efficiency ard cost
aptimisation. throughpart handied, gross fumover-and ned profig wers
highest ewer achigved in any financial year

Capital Expenditure

b ardar to capdalise pn amerging busiress opparfuniies and o achieva long
furm sustainable growth, (ke comparny is iy contnwng with its sralegy of
Capacity addBan with an gxpansion ol 65 berminas, acquisition of wagons,
contamers, handling equipment and creating [T infrastructure, It incurred a
capial expenditure of Rz.Y45 crares during the yaar. Further, recognising the
importanca of rasearch and develaprmsant for impraving eflickncy, mifigating
Flabes and explonng i aveniics, an aponditare af B 714 crars was incurred
ipwards oevelopment of RS COMRINErS, Soeutlons 1o bulk cemend
mavemant, modification and upgradation of BLC wagons imto BLCM wagons
Therea new terminats at Jajpur. Kadakola znd Paradip wara devcopad during tha
Yl

Net Warth, Dividend and Market Capitalisation

Tha et woeih of the Cormparny a5 on 31002024 was Bs.11,812 crares. |
Sealod e highest dves market Capalisation of Be.f2 047 crorgs - recenly an
04.06,2024

Tha Coanprany 15 always folivwad the palicy of reswanding its sharehalders and
o (L i payin% dividend every quasber Durkg the year, three sbesirn dividends
tdalling o 180% (As.9/- per share} were pasd and a final dividend of 50%
[Rs-2.50 par share) has been proposed for your approval. The total dividend for

the waar would be RE TD0LED crorss-as compared o ReG670.22 crores in
EIrgvicds yoar

11812
NET WORTH o
(INCR.) -
2013-14 202334

Thies dividend payrmesl works out 1o 5.93% ol nedaorih and 56.03% of nit prald
af the Cosmpany fof the year. As a 1estmoeny of your faith = the Company, the
nuerders of sharehoklers are growing: consistently over fhe years which stands
alarmmd akh al presant as comparsd in 1,49 lakhs kastyear,
STRATEGIES AND INITIATIVES:
Your Company has cemented its leadership position with the largest availabls
network of cantainer tarminals having presanca in almost all container handling
ports and reajor industrial hubs. I has a large Need of reding stock, containers
handling equipment, |T enabled operations with Cusioms and cusfomer-
interface enabling your Company to provide efliclent and relizble value-added
sarvices bois cusinmerns,

Your Compary 15 well poised 1o tap new business opportuniies arising from

potertial grawth In EXIM and domestic container volumes particularty fram full

comamissioning. of DFC. The infiatve 10 usa terminal capacity for prompting
doubka stack mavemeant batwaan hintedand and gabeway ports has helpsd inan
increasa of rail co-aficient and made #s sevices more competitive. Several

Initlabives hawe been laken and strategies ane in place to proped Me buginess

o of the strategies which are baing adopted are 25 under;

= Selting up Gah Shakdl Mulimacs! Cargo Terminals wilh noad Gridging
soRitions.

« Gptfing 1p of Misimodal Logistsos Packes at straiegie locations along 1he
Dedicated Freight Conidors {DFC) and & magr ndustrial astales

« [Entering info long term arrangements for bulk cement mavement in @nk
nontaines by rail,

+ Promabing Double Stack Long Hawl Trains and deseloprient of Rail
Tranzzhipment Hubs:

= Splfing up and aparation of state-of-a-art warshouses al vanous Incatons
unider PPP rmodel,

* Promoting green logistics: spluticns: hrough deplyment of flaet of LNG
Irucks and setling up sofds based nfrastroctura, LUsng 12 feel contasers far
rail ransportakion i capiure light weight and valumelric cargo.

= Tawantura Infernationally and work onthe busiress oppariunities which may
amerga from india Middle East Ewops Ecanamic: Corridar (IMEEC) and
Intarriztional Morth Sauh Transport Carridor (IRSTE),

= Extensive and innovalive use of fechnglogy for minimising cost and meeting
customars” axpectaticans

= Providing end b0 end services incleding coastal and sharf sea services In
partnershep with shipping lines and freignt forwarders

SUBSIDIARIES, JOINT VENTLFRES AND ALLIANEES:

Your Company has four Sehaldianes, one Azsockale and fen Jost Venise [JW)

Companies. These alliances are in tne fiedds of sea port operations, |ast mik

Gonselivity, cortainar kg slations, air cargo and cold chain logishics, Thesa

paringrships are positively contribuling Sirectly and indirectly 1o the

performance of CONCOR,

Tha sirategic alliances have boan firrmed upranabling (ha Gompany 1o aepand its

presénce in all segroents of loglsbcs walee chain of EXIM and domestic

business,

INK LOGISTICS = [=]
HINK CONCOR # &= |

CHAIRMAN'S SPEECH AT 36" AGM OF CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LIMITED

There has been 3 substantial improvement o e performance of iwo

sutisidiaries of the GCompany naredy SIDCUL CONCOR infra Company Ld. and

Punjab Logistics Infrastructure Limited and they have now started genarating

peatits. The impstus of the gevemment far seliing up naw MMLPs, Porls, 5E7s,

glis. pflers bermendous - oppartuniies (o your Campany b0 be the paslner in same
thraugh arrangements of mutual benefit.

Whila tha axisting Jaint Venturas have continuad to parformn wall, naw strategic

dlliances arg aksd being aqlossd. Dumg e yearn, MO waa anlered with

Insdiary 0F Corporation Limited and Indraprastha Gas Limited (for LNG fuel),

NTPC Yigvut Vyapar Nigant Limited ﬁlur solar pewer), DB Schenker {for EXIM

and Domastic Business) and Cenfral Warehousing Comporation ifor Ipgistics

solulinns},

TECHROLOGY AND STANDARDISATION:

The Company is sbeays on the forsiroat fo leverage techralegy fos sustainaile

progress well ahand of itg pears, The proaclive imeastmant in fechnology by the

Company has paid afl wel. Your Corgany lkas rebus! syslem cowesing he

following funcions

= The aparations and fmancial funchons are system driven angd are mtegrated
so fht all business acliviies e smaolly carsad oul, recordaed ard
reportéd on real tme basis.

* Elactranis filing of documents on commercia systams exbanded fo all EXIM
tarminals

* hsabusiness conbinuity effort, disasier recovery site and provision of siand
by systems at primary 58 for business-crifical operations have. besn
eslabkshed,

+ Human Resource Management System smplemented forseamiess delivery
of all employes banedils and services and i is duy inbegrated with finantial
sy stems,

+ Customes interface through dedicated web server helps in faking comective
actions on cusiomer feadback and complaints

v Use ol mobile app for dissemination of information about public: taH and
track & frace of contamers

* |mplameniation af Al based tarminal manapement system contribuling
tawards enhanced prodectivity, elficioncy and Gesioomar cenlric sarvices,
Narious other systems which ase being used Inglwde papentess e-office

environmend, Know Your Container Location (KYCL), e<Confracior billing,
g-tendlering and First Mile Lass Mile (FMLM) app. etg,

HURAN RESOURCE MANAGERMENT:

| agree with the quote of 3 well-Enown writer Robén Sharma that “The Mgger ihe
dream, the more important the feam,”

Your Compary & 3 progressi organisatson and tirmby belieses I the magic ol
team work, I IS frue that none of us [s as smart s all of us. Thus, the thriest of
yoUr company is to capturs fhe colleciive capabiliies to tnumph, The business
of the Company is run professicnally by tetented team of 1286 CONGORians,
Fhl_uint macement and refinement of employees is primary funclion after thelr
induction and an alignment is maintained betasen individual performancs and
poals of the organization. Apprapsiale rineg is pravided through B-house and
fuhernal pragrammes B impnowe the skils af theamployees, The neenuraralion
policies ana n line with the DPE guldelines and the social secuity measures, in
ackditean i gratuity and provident fund, inciids compassionaie Employment,
pasi retirernent pension and medical banedits

Heallly and sadety ol emphoyess i a priceity and this cermpany Slives ar a secire
work-iile balance for them. Employees’ physical and mental health are fosterad
by offering facilities such as gym and yoga courses &t the workplace, The
company also encouragas them bo parficipate in sport activilies sweoh as
marathonz, cricket and badminton nsstchos and ather sportevenls:

With the objective of skilling sur youth, students from various educational
instifidionz . are also  baing provided 8-12 weeks of intarnshe in the
ceganesation: With the. conducive working envirenment, bes! praclces and
remuneratson, the attrtion rate (5 lessthan 2%

> 0,011
5,356
! 01314 i p s |

CORPORATE GOVERNANCE

Yoar Cormparny is-a Mavratna Undartaking cormimitted (o pramate and strangthsn

the standards of corporate nance by abiding with bes! prncipees of

accoundabdty, fransparency, lamess and responssbilty In all itz activites, It

has putin piace tha framework of best policies. practices, séruciee and ethicg in

tha Organisation, The Company is commitiad b do things the nghl way whichis

glhical az well a5 comphanl bo all apalicable lagstalions. I recognition ol

Company s adoption of besl practices and compliance with warlous

perfermance standards, DPE has rafed your Company outstanding on

Corporate Governance paramsiers

AWARDS AND ACCOLADES!

Your Company has been conferred with several-awands and accokades for s

putsianding performance, some of these are:

+ CONCOR ranked 248% an e “Foriune ks 500 kstal 2023,

« Conferred award of “Inland Comtainer Depot & Rail Operator of the Year
{Fublic)” during the 15* Edition of COMguest 2074 by EXIM India.

« Jawaharal Nehru Port Authority (JMPA) felicitated the Eumgan; far
Dutstanding Performance for achieving high Rail handing in FY 2022-2

» Goldman Sachs - has picked up COMNCOR as one of imporiant: enabler
companses for Hon e Prime Minkster's ambitous Make in india program.

SOCIAL RESPONSIRILITY & SUSTAINARILITY:

Hers | 'woild Bke bo quole the Falher of awr Nation Mahatma Gaadhi who said -

"Be the change that you wish fo seein the warkd "™,

Inspired I:li.'1ht5. visian, yaus Campany is commitbed Tor carrying oul is business

in a socially 2nd ervironmentally responsile manner ©has put i piace well-

struciured ﬁmn:'.' and procedures for implementing the projects under its CSR

initiatives. It bedevas in the philosophy that thelong-teem susiainatle growth

ca he achiewad by balancing the neads of 28 stakebolders and contributing bo

e il Pt ard wiell-being of the under-privileged Sections of e coremunity.

| want to read few linas from the boak 'Burukshesra’ written by Rashéra Kawi
Shei Rarmdban Singh Dinkar:

With fess plin:i[:éas. fhe-CSR indtatives ourng the year combnued to be
forused om overall devalopment of fhe socisty with emphass oo health and
nulrilion &clivites in link with the puidengs of OPE, In addilion, [ha C5R
activities of the Gormpany arg also carred oot in the-areas of education, skl
devalopment, anviroament sustainahility, sports, infragtruciure desvedopment,
efc, Throughthese inéiatives, your Company has positively impactad thalives of
large numbar of stakshoiders i fhe couniry and the wark done By § has bean

CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LIMITED

epaper.indianexpress.com -. .
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appréciated. During 2023-24, an amount of Bs. 17.31 croees ave been spent

onGER, whch inter-a8a Includes work in the following aréas:

= Gayeral acthvities n the fisld of heash and edecation were camied oo in
Aspirational districts adopled by CONCOR e, Kandhamal {Odisha),
Shravasth and Chandauli [Urtar Pradesh), Asitabad (Telangana) and
Visakhapainam {Andhra Pradesh),

» 115 nos. of healh camps were organised al magor locations of CONCGOR
laciies, which beneditted approximately 50,000 stakeholders.

= |plttmand af 300 chiidren and young women engaged in beggary by funding
acampaign Bhiksha Mahi Shikska’ in Dealhi

= |mpravement @nd up-gradaton in 23 Rural Schools of Jaina District of
Maharashira, construction o clzssreoms = School &1 Barshanki, Utar
Pradesh and constreclion af Compaber Traming Cantre at Varanasi, Uttar
Pradaozh,

= Supparied education of under-privileged studants & Uiar Pradesh, Haryana
and Dalki benefilivg 1. 200 studants

* To pramate Atrmanirbhar Bharat mission, supporied the skilling of 100

ets in fizkl of Business Process Management. Fnance & Accousnting at

Teticaring Tarnil Madu

= To promote women Enmerment priveided skill development fraining 1o
ﬁ-ﬂ Em;ll;gan-'qirhinfn& of Taboring and Make-up Artist at Tughlakabad,

B L

* |nstalled 350 sodar lights at Barabansd and Lucknaw Detricts, Uttar Pradesh

= [Devalopment of sparts infrastruckure 3t Delhi and Bhajpur, Bihar

Az you know, MEMES are a significant corributor ko Indias GOP and overall

economic development. They are @ major source.of emplioyment and a driving

frrea beind the country's mbamational trade: In recagnition of thar deép roots

in lotal cammuniies promabing prassroats-level sLonomic prospanty, your

company & continuously making e to woek for development of M5RES. In

this direction, during year 46.45% of iodal input matenal was directly sounced

from sich producers

To make pur counlry atmanirbhas in contalner manutacturing, 1he Gompany

took the lead by giving developmental onders in the beginning and has created an

ecosystam for comtaimar manutacturing in the Calntry, Laser regular orders an

dormastic manuiactures were piatad, wha ans now supplying conlginars,

To pramote gnronment fiendy mode of ransportation; the Company has

slariedits LNG fieat of 100 trucks for providing FMUM sarvices, Further, looking

at the performance of thes flesd and s confributions to environmerd, fhe

G:rrsapany {5 in tha process of placing orders for procuensmend of 200 more such

LNG trucks.

WAY FOHWARD

India inok 60 years in becoms a one irilion USE scanomy and 12 years fo add
anodher b Billion USS. India’s achigving Sih place in the Warld economy i
riaprsarcatile 2t & i wien erosl of e son naas ane Tacing shewdawn, AS pira
forecast of IMF by 2027 India = set o emere the 3rd targest ecaromy
surpassing Japan and Germany
The Campany is luly comvinced aboud the larg ferm sustalnable econamic
pragress of our country pestunng a bright prospect ior logistics sector, whichis
the backbone for race and commerce.
Iri Ehes Famous bocs 'The Wisgs of Fire' by Dr. APJ. Abdul Kakam, horg 25 2
quote, *To succeed & e and achieve resulls, yvou must understand and master
tnree mighty forces - desire, befef and expectation.”
Thee Camparsy aimes o 16 boli st grosedh nob anlyin terens o grodits bl o bng
posfive chandges in e sockely and environment and create sustainable value
for all stakeholders,
| arm suse that-expansian o il and road infristiuciung, full Gormmissicning of
DFG. burgeoning e-carmmence, exparsion of  Inrastrucine a1 exsting sea
Er:-:‘ts.. proposal to set up mega ports 3t Colachal, Tamil Madu, Sagar, 'West

engal, Durgarajapainam, Andhra Pradesh and Vadhawan, Maharastra, Make
in Inifia push, msing trade. consumpiion, commencement of rupsa. hilabaral
bradie with 19 counlies, e, will opsn new avenues for substanial growlhin e
Ingistics secior for which your Gompany |5 future r&auz.‘lhe Company with its
sirong capabilities of G6 terminafs, 16,987 wagons, 44 492 containgrs, 108
RETs, eic. & wall geared up to ratain @s leadershe pasibon in e moostnd Your
comparny oday is wel positicned and commitiad to be pariner in s progress
ol our coundry 3 -a leader In the lopestics secior wilh 55 motto of Think
Logistics, Think CONCOR
Hirmily befiess in 8 Tamsgus Saying:

The best way o predict your future is Io create i,

Our mussicn & L make COMCOR a Conpany of outstandng guality and 1o
pravide responsie, cost affectve, sMboiont and reliabe [ogiste salutions 1
custormears-and be thesrdirst choice. Your Comparry derives Inspiration from s
al;m'ﬂ misssan to make i an Institudion of repute, competsive and champlon of
Change=,
Your Company is blessed tobe In sunrse sector which |s at1he polrtof inflecton
of growth, With abindance of opportunidies, strong balance sheet, conducive
bussess envircnment and skillad taam, | 588 a vary beight future far sour
Gofmpany.
ACKMOWLEDGEMENT:
Before concluding, | express my sincere apprecialion to my fellow Baard
rrexmibers 107 thair valuable inpts and guidance: | wish to thank the Minsiry of
Riilways, Shipping, Commeérce and Industry, Fnasce and olhkr Mirdsings,
Departmends of Customs, vardous Stale Governments, investors, JV partners,
value chan pariners, customers and regulators, with whoss motivation and
saippart, the Company has baen Bauizhing,
| acknmiledge and appreciate meu-puidam:e and valusable supoort of CRAG of
Inidiz and aur Audibors. Fakso extend my thanks ta the alectrares and pring media
for providing construciive coverage:
I would ke 10 place on recoed my appreciation and heartfel de for 1eam
COMCOR for their optstanding perfonmance and with their hard work and talent
your Gompany is well poised o afain new heights.
My Dear shareholders, 8 specha thank to 38 of you far the faith and contldence
reposed inthe managemant. | ook fareand 1o your valuable support o us going
forward. May God bless you all and pur daar coundry ahways,

Jai Hind, Jai Bharat! g Burs
25" September, 2024 anjay
Mew Dalhi Chalrman and Managing ﬂhﬂ

| Nofa: This does nod pivpee! fo Ba @ recond of o prodesdings of i
5" Annval Genaral Mesting of Ihe Company:

§ (@OficialCONCOR
Follow us on: :
& co.projEconcanndis.com
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z;" - MAHARASHTRA ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (MEDA)
ﬁg (& Government of Maharashira Institute)

o i ¥ Aundh Road, Opposite Spicer College, Near Commissionerate of Animal Husbandry,
] Aundh, Pune - 411 007 | E-mail: gmsolar@mahaurja.com | Tel. No.: 020-35000450

NOTICE FOR RE-TENDER

Maharashira Energy Development Agency (MEDA) invites Tender for Survey, Design, Fabrication, Supply,
Installation, Testing, Commissioning and Operation & Maintenance for a period of 5 years of 216 Nos, of 3-meler
Solar LED High Mast al various locations in NAGPUR Districtin the state of Maharashira

For detailed Tender Document, interested bidders should visit website www.mahatenders.gov.in, Tender
submission would be online from 26-09-2024@ 11.00 am to 03-10-2024 @3.00 pm. Additional Director General, MEDA
reserves the right to accept or reject anyone or all the Tender without giving reasons thereof.

Additional Director General, MEDA
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1 12024_UAD _357230 2 |HIRING OF VEHICLES J.C.B. MACHINE (3 D.X. 15318000/~ |76590/- | 12500/~ JMETIRATAR
OR 76 H.P.), DUMPER (8-10 METER CAPACITY)
OR EQUALANT VEHICLES, TRUCK 407 OR
EQUALANT VEHICLES. E-RICKSHAW AND
TATA MAGIC FOR MUNICIPAL CORPORA-
TION BHOPAL (SECOND CALL) .
BID SUBMISSION END DATE 22/10/2024 TIME-05:30 PM
BID OPENING DATE 23/10/2024 TIME-05:30 PM
ffaer @ daftm o foga SMeRI de@Ee mptenfders.gov.in W &N Td ke Shuwel T/~
(FhfTRer) W HRTEE T99 | A 1 S Hehall © | plices iCBean
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A_\ Govt. of Odisha

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (AGRIL.),
@ CENTRAL ZONE, BHUBANESWAR, ODISHA
Phone No- (0674)-2571975, Fax No. (0674)-2571075, E-mail ID-secz.dag@gov.in

L-68

“e” -Procurement Notice No- 1250/Agril, Date-24.09.2024
Bid Identification No.: S.E. (A), C/Z,BBSR - 02/2024-25

The Superintending Engineer (Agril.), Central Zone, Satya Nagar, Bhubaneswar, Odisha on behalf of Governor of Odisha, invites percentage rate bids in
double cover system from the eligible class of contractors through e-procurement in ONLINE MODE only in the website “www.tendersodisha.gov.in”, for
the work as detailed below(Composite Tender)
1. |Nature/Type of the work : |2nos. Precast RCC Boundary Wall works

Estimated Cost put to Tender- : | Varies from Rs. 52.00 Lakhs to Rs. 226.50 Lakhs

EMD Amount : | Varies from Rs. 52554.00 to Rs.226012.00

Bid Cost
Period of completion

: |Rs. 10,000/- as Mentioned in Column - 04
: 104 (Four) to 06(Six) Calendar Months Mentioned in Column - 07

No. of work (Tender) : 102 no.

Class of Contractor : |‘B” & “A” class with valid License as Mentioned in Column - 06

1 127.09.2024 at 10.AM. to Dt.15.10.2024 at 5.00 P.M.
: |Dt.15.10.2024 at 5.00 P.M

O R [ | D B W

Date & Time of availability of bid document in the portal
Last date/Time for receipt of bids in the portal

10. | Date of submission of original documents in the tender box | : |Dt. 30.09.2024 at 10.AM. to Dt.17.10.2024 at 5.00 P.M. Working days)only.

: |Dt.18.10.2024 at 11.00 AM & onwards
: | Superintending Engineer (Agril.), Central Zone, Satya Nagar, Bhubaneswar, Odisha

11.|Date & time of opening of online bids

12.|Name and address of the officer inviting Bid

NB. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only in the e- Procurement website: https://tendersodisha.gov.in with matching class DSC. Any
addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of tender /other details of the DTCN can also be seen in the said website. Authority reserve the right to reject/accept
any or all of the tenders, increase/decrease the quantities of works without assigning any reasons thereof.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer (Agril.)

(OIPR- 01486/11/0001/2425) Central Zone, Bhubaneswar
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KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
# 49, East Wing, 4th & 5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan Race Course Road
Bengaluru - 560 001. Phone No. 080-22265383 website : www.kiadb.in

No. |IADB/ENGG/ETND-DPR-03/436/2024-25 Date: 25.09.2024

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

KIADB invites tender from reputed consultants/firms under two cover
bid system having an office at Bengaluru with vast experience and proven
record of similar nature of work for project mentioned below:-

Name of the work : Consultancy Services for Preparation of Detailed Project
Report (DPR) Including Economic Analysis, Surveying, Layout Plan,
Design, Preparation of Estimates, Cost Structure etc., for the proposed
Industrial Area at Geddalahalli, Machenahalli & Gottigere, Sompura Hobli,
MNelamangala Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District. (Extent 520A-30 G).

The lastdate and time of receipt of tenderis : 14.10.2024 upto 4.00 pm.
Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer-1, KIADB, Bengaluru

DIPR/CP/2193/Zen/2024-25

€)) BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD
INVITATION FOR TENDER (0nly through KPP partal)

BWSSE invites TENDERS in Two Stage Tender System from registered agencies for the following works.
Office of the Chief Engineer (North), 2nd Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road, Bangalore-09

g|. Amount put to Tender
No. Name of the Works EMD Amount
| IFT No.: BWSSBIEICICE(N)//ACE(N)-2/DCE(M)-2/TA(N)/4742/2024-25 Date: 25,09.2024
Providing and laying 100 and 200mm K9 DI water lines to provide water supply | 7 25465 lakhs
1 | faciliies to Phase || Rajiv Gandhi NT| Layout coming under Vidyaranyapura
Service station oF AEE N-2-2 Sub-division. ¥ 3.82 lakhs

Last date and time for receipt of completed tenders will be on 12.10.2024 upto 16:00 hrs. The bids opening s on
14.10.2024 after 16:00 hrs.

IFT No.: BWSSBIEIC/CE(N)/ACE(N)-2/DCE(M)-2/TA(N)/4743/2024-25 Date: 25.09.2024
Praviding, Laying and Linkﬁ}_ﬁi-fggdé-rﬁé_iﬁ of 250mm dia DI pipe at 14th main
and 100mm dia D line at st main, 1st cross to 14th main, 14th cross Judicial | ¥ 385.23 lakhs

2 | Layoul, 16th main Judicial Layout, Narayanappa Layoul, GKVK Layout,
"I"EIJEII"IE.I'I.k:.a coming under Yelahanka Newtown Service station of AEE N-2-1 7 578 lakhs
Sub-division.

Last date and time for receipt of completed lenders will be on 12.10.2024 upto 16:00 hrs. The bids opening is on
14,10.2024 after 17:00 hrs. Sdl-

Chief Engineer (North)

The details regarding the tender and participation in the e-Procurement portal process can be obtained by
logging on to https:/’kppp.karnataka.gov.in For further details contact the undersigned office during
working hours. DIPRICRIYC/Z168/2024-25

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
CONSTRUCTION DIVISION-2, PW.D AGRA
Notice inviting E-Tender

Letter No.: 45/10A/2024-25 Date: 13.09.2024

1. The Executive Engineer. C.D.-2, PW.D. Agra on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the Percentage rate bids from the eligible
and approved Contractors registered with UP, PWD, Road work in category A,B,C,D. & Experience holder of Two Years of ferry work.
The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in
Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.

2.
Bid Address of
Estimated . Cost of . Executive | Address of
SL .. . Security Time of . . .| Address
No. District Name of Work c'ost (Rs. (Rs. in D(?cument Completion Engm?er Supem?tendmg of Chicf
in Lac) (in Rs.) executing | Engineer .
Lacs) Engineer
the work
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Agra Repairing of Pantoon at 25.00 | 2.50 | Tender |11 Month |Executive | Superintending| Chief
Yamuna river between Cost + Engineer, | Engineer, |Engineer,
village Nagla Chatura and S.T.C. + Construction| ~ Agra Agra
1 village Sikandarpur GS.T.= Division- | Circle, Zone,
(Dayalbagh) in district Agra Rs. 2.PWD.| PWD. |PWD,
Protection of ferry 950.00 Agra Agra Agra
Disintegration,
Maintenance.
Agra Repairing of Pantoon at 25.00 | 2.50 | Tender |11 Month Executive | Superintending| Chief
Yamuna river between Cost + Engineer, | Engineer, | Engineer,
Gijauli village and Mau STC. + Construction|  Agra Agra
(Anandi) Bhairo Ghat in GS.T. = Division- | Circle, Zone,
2 Agra district Protection of Rs. 2,PWD.| PWD., PWD.,
ferry Disintegration, 950.00 Agra Agra Agra
Maintenance.
Agra Repairing of Pantoon at 23.50 | 2.35 | Tender |11 Month |Executive | Superintending| Chief
Samogar Ghat Ferry in Cost + Engineer, | Engineer, ' Engineer,
Distt. Agra on Yamuna S.T.C. + Construction|  Agra Agra
River, errection of ferry, GS.T. Division- | Circle, Zone,
3 Protection of ferry Rs. 2.PWD.| PWD., PWD.,
Disintegration, Maintenance 950.00 Agra Agra Agra
and Supply of Power Warge
in Rainy Season.

3. Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season.

4. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari

(http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 05-10-2024 to 11-10-2024. Bids must be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of

http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari App with all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/23- 7/2020/176 (=70) / 06 Dt 25-08-2020

on or before 12:00 Hours Dt. 11-10-2024. Technical Bid received online will be opened on 11-10-2024 at 12:30 Hours.

Contractor will upload Tender the copy of Registered Power Warge.

Contractor will upload the experience certificate of the same work.

Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per applicable at the time of payment.

The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get the same issued from approved agencies

before submission of bids.

9. Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be Deducted from contractors bill at the time of payment.

10. The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account as per G.O. No.- 742/78-2-2018-42
L.T./2017 T.C.. LT. & Electronics Section-2 Dated-03-12-2018 follows as:

(1) Online Tender Cost towards the cost of bid document (As per Column 6) by Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account (Non
Refundable).

(2) Online Bid security (As per Column 5) in favour of designation of Column- 8 by Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account.

(3) Original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause 4.4 B(ii) of ITB as per
G.0. No.-3070/78-2-2018-421.72./2017(22)L.T. and Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-01- 2018.

® N oW

Executive Engineer

www.upidadv.gov.in Construction Division-2, P.W.D., Agra

‘ UPID-219820 Dt. 24/09/2024

NORTHERN RAILWAY

NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION

Senior Divisional Commercial Manager/Freight, Delhi Division, Northern Railway, in tlerms of Eallway
Board latter no. 2022MC{FM) 10/04 dated 13.06.2022, invitas bids through e-Auction (www.ireps.gov.in)
for leasing of parcel space of SLR compartments and Parcel Vans [(on round trip basis) for a pericd of Two
Years as per delaill and schedula given balow:-

S.No. E?::ugm: Asszets to be auctioned
25 05 2024 12011 (F1), 12017 (F1), 12029 (F1), 12040 (F1), 12148 (F1 & F2), 12455 (F1),
T | at10-30 AM. | 13430 (F1), 14041 (F1), 14053 (F2), 22454 (F1, F2 & R1)
26.00.2024 | 04304 (F1, F2 & R1), 12013 (F1), 12015 (F1), 12031 (F1), 12034 (F1),
Z | 511030 AM. | 12432 (F1). 12448 (F1), 12459 (F1). 14316 (F2), 15035 (F2), 22414 (F1), 22472
(F1,FZ&R1), 22654 (F1)
57 09.2024 12045 (F1), 12265 (F1), 12754 (F1), 14053 (R1), 14152 (F1), 14164 (F1), 14681
3 | St 10-90 AM. | (F1), 20838 (F1&R1), 22401 (F1), 22634 (F1)
30 09 2024 12384 (F1), 12442 (F1), 12463 (F1), 12584 (F1), 14035 (F1, F2 & R1), 14521 (F1,
4 | at1030AM. | FZ&R1),22210(F1)
04.10.2024 12191 (F1, F2 & R1), 12457 (F1, F2 & R1), 12918 (F1), 12083 (F1), 14041 (R1),
5 | At 1090 AM. | 14316 (F1), 14507 (F1, F2 & R1), 15035 (F1 & R1), 19338 (F1), 20014 (F1), 20946
(F1), 22429(F1), 22463 (F1)
07.40 2024 12066 (F1), 14087 (F1, F2 & R1), 14088 (F1, FZ & R1), 14316 (R1), 14731
B | si1090 AM. | (F1&R1), 15060 (F1 & R1), 20473 (F1 & R1), 20488 (F1), 22166 (F1 & F2), 22850
(F1), 22986 (F1),

Important notes: 1. For more information, requiremeant and various aspects regarding thesa e-Auctions,
interested bidders are advised to visit https:/'www.ireps.gov.in/htmi/helpdeskilearning_centre.htmil.
(E-Auction leasing section). 2. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD): 5% of the total contractual bid value o be
deposited online during the auction. EMD of the successful bidder will be retained as Security Deposit
3. Railway Administration reserves the full and absolute nghts to short terminate these contracts at any point of
time andfor for taking any decision regarding the discontinuation/continuation of thesa contracts with
muadified/additional terms and conditions depending upon the continuation/discontinuation of these trains or
commencementof new train services, 207 4/2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJNA
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

The Chiel Engineer (52) HPPWID Shimla on behalf of Govermor of Himachal Pradesh invites the item rite bhids, in
electromic tendermg svstem for construction of rosds vnder Pradhon Mantr Gram Sadak Yogna for each of the followmg
works mcludmg . ther mupmienance for five vears from the chgible and approved comtraciors registered with
HPPWDVCPWD/PET/ RalwavsDiher Stale Govi'Central Govi. Apencies. Non registered bidders may subiiit bid,
however, the successful adder has to register in appropriate class with appropnate anthonty in HE.PWD

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Resident of

Constable
Balbir Singh

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE (ITBP)
26 September, 2024

ITBP salutes its braveheart Constable Balbir Singh
of 10th Battalion, who made the supreme sacrifice
in the line of duty fighting bravely on this day in
Jammu & Kashmir in 2002.

+ Vill.- Behrawala, Distt.- Sirmour
(Himachal Pradesh)

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

o=

Shaheed Inspector
R. S. Upadhyay
15-07-1939 To

26-09-1990
53-Bn

Shaheed
Constable
Kirtikar Nishad
06-07-1990 To
26-09-2014
44-Bn

Shaheed
Constable Jaimal
Singh
02-04-1980 To
26-09-2010
203 CoBRA

PUNJAB

& .
-

Shaheed

Nand
16-03-1965 To
26-09-1991
61-Bn

JHARKHAND

26 September 2010

On 25 September 2010, troops of 203 CoBRA
Battalion launched an operation against Maoists in
Saranda forest, PS Jaraikela, West Singhbhum. As
the troops approached a Maoist hideout, the
maoists opened fire and detonated IEDs. In

response, the troops bravely retaliated, forcing the
Maoists to flee. Four maoists were apprehended,
and significant recoveries were made. During the
fierce encounter, Shaheed Constable Jaimal Singh,
leading the charge, sustained critical injuries. He
was evacuated but succumbed to his wounds on
26 September, attaining martyrdom.

JAMMU & KASHMIR
26 September 1990

. j On 25 September 1990, while returning from
Battalion HQ Quazigund, two vehicles of 53
Battalion were ambushed around 1845 hrs. The
terrorists, firing recklessly from behind a vegetable
garden fence, targeted the convoy. Despite being hit
by bullets, Ct/Dvr Darshan Lal Dogra bravely drove
through the ambush. Insp R.S. Upadhyay, though
wounded, continued to fight and inspire his men.
He was evacuated to Hospital, but succumbed to his
injuries on 26 September 1990.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR
26 September 2014

On the 26th of September 2014, Shaheed Constable
Kirtikar Nishad was on sentry duty at main gate of
E/44 Battalion of CRPF under PS- Mahraj Ganj,
Dist. Srinagar. At around 1824 hrs, some unknown
militants, taking advantage of the dense crowd,
fired at him. One bullet hit him and he sustained
severe injuries. Despite sustaining injuries he tried
to open fire but did not fire as the target was not
clear. He was evacuated to the hospital but he
succumbed to his injuries and attained martyrdom.

26 September 1991

In the early 90s, as Punjab militancy raged, CRPF
launched numerous
Among these was 61 Battalion, deployed in
Ludhiana. On 26 September 1991, while patrolling
with his section, Shaheed Constable Hirdya Nand
came under heavy terrorist fire. Without regard for
Constable Hirdya his safety, he immediately retaliated. His bravery
inspired his comrades to launch a fierce counter-attack.
While changing his position, Shaheed Constable
Hirdya Nand was struck by bullets and succumbed
to his injuries. His gallant sacrifice remains a pillar

anti-terrorist operations.

of strength for this great Force.

WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION @ WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION

ENGINEERING WORK

e-TEMDER HOTICE NO.
DRM-BRC 085 OF 2024-25

Sealed Tenders for and on bahalf of he
President of India are nviled by Divisional
Eailway Managers (W AC) Waeslermn
Railway, Pratapnager, Yadodara-390 004
for the following works. S Ne1 ; Tender
No. DRM BRC 085 of 2024-25, Name of
Work: UTRAN - Provision E| Building
including Electrical works in connaction
with raptacement of over agaed indoor and
Qutdoor Signaling gears at Utran station
Approximate Cost of the work (in T}
37617 17824, Bid Security to be
deposited (in ) 3,25, 100.00, Date and
time for submission of bender and
opening of tender; Tender is to be
subrnitted an 11-10-2024 befora 1500 Hra.
and is 1o ba opened on samé dale al 15:30
Hre. Website particulars and notice for
iocation where complete defails can be
saen & Address of the office from where
the tender form cam be purchased:
Wobsie G wew.ireps.govin Dndsiona
Railway Managar [W AL, Weastern
Railway, Pratapnagar, Vadodara-4

dRC-1TH
Like us on: K facebook.com/WesternRly

[ S [Name of | Packape | Name of work | TEstimated Cost (in lacs) | Tt cost (in]  Period of Bid
Nao. | s Pyin, Excluiling 184051 L} cimplebon Securily
| Const.Cosi | Mnint. cosi (k1
: 1 - I v | - = n
"1 | Shimin | HP-09-354 (A Balance work of Dhara) 25000 43 36 39337 | |Amonihs | 587 |
|
Kokol Ehangten road ke 000 b3
VT (SH- C/0 B/B walls CD|
wWiirks PeL Ibraam PG |
parapats, logo Sign Baord MIT |
KM Sione ec and five \'l'_l.l‘\.:
irouting  maintenance  under]
pce HINELI5 ) |
1. Date of release of mvitahion for hads through e-procurement 25,09 2024
%

Cost of bid from cost of Bid form Rs.5000 {non-refundable) in shape of Demand draft in favour of Executive

Enzmeer HPFPWD Division Rohru

3. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission = The d document i3 available onling and bid should be
submitted onling on website www. pmgsvienders govin The bidder would be required to registered in the website
which is free of cost. For submizsion the bids, the bidder is requered (o have valid digital sipnature certificate (DSC)
from one the authonsed cemifyving authonties (CA) Aspimng bidder who have not obtained the user ID and password
for participating in e-tendenng: m PMGSY may obtamn the same from the website: www, pmgsvienders.eov.in
Diital sigrature 15 mandatory (o participate in the e-tendering dders already processing the valid digital signafure
szncd from authonsed CAs can use the same in this tender
= Non registered bidders may submit bids: the saccessfiul bidders must pet registered In appropriate class with
appropriafe authorities before signing the contract.

4. Submission of onginal documents: The bidders are required to subamat {a) ornginal demand deaft towards the cost

of bid document and (b) onginal bad secunty in approved from and (&) onpginal aftwdovit regarding comrectness of

mformation furnished wath bid docoment as per provision of clause 4.4B{a) (i) ITB with Superintending Engineer

14ith curcle HFPWD Bobir address and detail of oflice where to be submitted on a date not later than three working

days after the opening of technical qualification part of the bid gither by registered post or by hand

[

. Last date/ Time for receipt of bid through e-tenderning lost date'time for receipt of bids through e-tendenng on
datead 30,08 M2 up to 60 P

f. The site for the work 15 avinlable

Only onling submission of bids 15 permitied, therefore bids must be submitted onling on  websile
www. pmesyviendersgov.in The technical quahfication part of the bids wall be opened onling at 11:00 A M. on
(1= 0021024 m the olfice of Supemniending Engimeer [4th circle HPPWE Roliru by the authonzed officers. 1T the
office happens 10 be eclosed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened onling on the next
working day ol the same time

& The bidder 15 not required to quote his rate for routine maintenance. The rates to be paid for routine mantenance are
indicated m the il of guaniities, Forther, the paviment for rouhing mamtenance o the contractor shall be regulated
hased on his ||f|'1':|r|I|;|.||¢|_- ol mmnienunee aehnles,

9

Al the reguired materials like Cement/SteelBitumen/Explosive erc shall be arvanged by contracior ot his own
fevel.

10, The uds for the work shall remain valid for ncceptance for o period not less than ninety days after the deadline date

for bad submission

1. To -.4'.|:t||!'| or @ |'l.:|..'l-,:|.|:|," ol contract made up ol this [ '|'|.|'|||.'|'| |'|||,l-1 are nviied i the same N the E'II|||.!|,"| [TNES!
demonstrate hving expenence and resources sulficient o meet the ageregate of the qualifving enterta for the
individunl contracis

|2, Onher detnils can be seen i the bidding documents. The Emplover shall not be held hable for any delays due 1o
svsiem (mlure bevond sis conbrol. Even though the svatem wall atiempt fo nobdy the bdders of any updaie, the
Emplover shall not be lisble for any information not received by the bidder. It s the biddeérs® responsibality o verify

the welmie for the |stest information relwted 10 the 1ender
(Pramod komar Ulpreti)
Superiniending Engineer
Ldih eircle HPPPW L Hohra
Fel DI781241713.240921
email=hp=shida nicin
For Chiel Engineer HFPWD

Mo, 231672024-202 5 HP Migam YVihar Shimla-=1712002

PRESS NOTICE INVITING
PERCENTAGE RATE
e-TENDER

The Executive Engineer(E), Postal
Electrical Division, 10th floor, Meghdoot
Bhawan, New Delhi invites on behalf
of The President of India, percentage rate
e-tenders on two bid system for the
following works:

N.L.T. No.: 53/EE/PED/ND/
2024-25/1408 dated 25.09.2024

Name of Work: Renovation of internal
electrical installation in 25 nos Type-ll
staff quarters in Postal Colony at Civil
Lines, New Delhi.

Estimated Cost: X2703095/-.

Earnest Money: I54,062/-.

Period of completion - 90 Days.

Last time and date of submission of bid:
03.10.2024 upto 15:00hrs.

The bid forms and other details
can be obtained from the website
WwWWw.eprocure.gov.in

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (E)
POSTAL ELECTRICAL DIVISION
NEW DELHI

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ELECTRICAL WORK
E-Tendar Motice MNo. SrDEEADI41
(24-25). dt 20-09-2024. Tender No. EL-
S0-1-AD-T-585-2024-25. Name of Work:
Electrical waork i connection with provigion
of fudl length cover shed at Asarva &
Chandiodiya Rallway stations and
construction aof 4-Lene Rosd Owver Bridge
2X2 Lames each having span 37 Mtrs,
(Asarva Bridge) on cost shaning Basis,
Estimated cost: ¥ 1,16,23 183, Earnest
Money: ¥ 208100/ Date and Time of
Submission and opening: Mal later than
15:00 Hrs of 17-10-2024 and 17-10-20:24
al 15:30 Hrs, Address of the office and
Wobsite details: Sr. Divisional Ebectrical
Engineer, DRM. Ofice (WR.). Near
Chamunda bridgge. Opp. G.C.5, hospitad,
Margda road, Amdupora,  Ahnedabad-
302345 Websle, www Ireps. gov.in

A0 185

Follow us on: B twitter.com/WesternRly

OUTSOURCING OF MANNING

AND OTHER WORKS AT
NEW JALPAIGURI
E-Tender Notice No. CON-NJP-
2024-SEPT-01 Dated: 20-08-2024,
Cpen tender through e-Tendering
aysiem is invited from experienced
and reputed ConlracionsVlirmis) fo
the following works: E-Tender No.
DyCE-C-0RH-NDLS-24-01. Name
of work: Oulsourcing of manning
and maintenance and housa-kesaping
of Officers Resl House at Flat No:
551, Aslan Games Village near
Sirl Fort Auditorium, New Dalhl by
providing securitycum-cara taker,
cook and salalwala alc. of N.F
Ralhway (Construction Organization)
far 12 (Twalve) months. Tender
value: 123 52 672.24/., Earnesl
Money: T47 100/-, Date & time of
submission of tender; Lpio 14:30
hra, af 14-10-2024 & opening at
16:30 hra, of 14-10-2024 al Dy, Chiel
Enginear (COM), Maw Jalpaigurl
office, The compléle information
with lender document of abova
e-tender will be available in websie

WWW.Ireps.gov.in
Deputy Chief EngineerfCON,
New Jalpaiguri

HORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
#= Construction Organization

Senving Custamers With 4 Smite

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

Tender Notice
Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement System
Principal Chief materialz Manager, Morhern Railway, New Dalhi-110001 far and an
behall of the Prasident of India, Inwles a-lenders through e-procurament systam for
supply of the following items:-
Sr.| Tender | “Closing
Eriaf Description Oty
Ma. No, P y Date
Rate Caopfract for Supply of Pre-Printed
01| {824427% |Confinpous (Perforated) Compulerized Gate %ﬁéﬁ.ﬁﬁ: 171002024
Pass/Money Receipt Stationery
F |Rate Coniract for Supply of Pre-Printed| 15827 |,
0Z | 18240163 leontinuous (Perfrorated) Computerized REAM 17.10.2024
| Parcel Way Bill
Clothing For Subzero Climate
03 [ 102400454 266 18,10 7024
NOS
Cartg 54 Bali 5.56MM 125811
04 | 15245196 | oS |21.10.2024
; § I Pre-Stressed  Mono-
05 | 77238037 |Running Contrect o 21964
RGC | Block Concrale Sleapars Special Types (T-| NOS 25.10.2024
{4149)
Runnirg  Gonfracl for Manulaclung  amd| 4750
06 | 77245008
RGC Supply of Fitbngs of Curved Switches Sed 05.11.2024
Mote: 1. Vendors may visit the IREPS websie e, wearw, Ireps.gov.in for iy [w]
detalls. 2. No manualaffer will be enferamned, q
Tender Notice No, 55/2024-25 Datad: 25,089.2024 20762024 [®
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Govt hikes minimum

wage, DA for skilled

& unskilled workers
REVISED MONTHLY WAGES

Unskilled worker
Semi-skilled worker

Skilled worker
Non-matriculate
Matriculate (non-graduate)
Graduate

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,.SEPTEMBER 25

TWODAYS after assuming charge
as the chief minister, Atishi on
Wednesday increased both dear-
ness allowance (DA) and mini-
mum wage for skilled and un-
skilled workers. The new rates will
come into effect from October 1.

The minimum wage was last
revised in 2019, following which
the government has been revis-
ing DA every six months. "After
the DA was revised last October; it
was supposed to be revised again
in April thisyear. But with the then
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal in
jailand due to the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the same was delayed," said
an official.

The monthly wages of un-
skilled workers have been in-
creased from Rs 17,494 to Rs
18,066. While for semi-skilled
workers, the monthly wages have
beenincreased from 19,279 toRs
19,929, skilled labourers have
seenasalary jump fromRs 21,215
toRs 21917.

Further, the government has
increased the minimum wages
for supervisor and clerical cadre
of employees, such as matriculate,
non-matriculate and graduate.

f

318,066 f-—
319,929 =
321917 =

' |
19,929 =
21917 I3
323,836 d

Addressing her first press con-
ference after becoming the CM,
Atishi on Wednesday took on the
BJP. “The Delhi government has
once again decided to increase
minimum wages in Delhi. Delhi
has the highest minimum wages
in the entire country... On the
other hand, there are BJP-ruled
states where the minimum wage
is half that of Delhi."

Accusing BJP of being "anti-
poor" and earlier trying to stop
labourers from getting a salary
hike, Atishi said, "The BJP has al-
ways worked against the poor.
When Arvind Kejriwal's govern-
ment in Delhi talked about in-
creasing the minimum wage in
2016-17,BJP stopped it throughits
L-G.But then we moved courtand
hiked the wages twice a year."

She further said that before the
AAP came to power in Delhi, the
minimum wage for unskilled
workers in Delhi was only Rs
7,722. The minimum wage for
semi-skilled workers was Rs
8,528 and that of skilled workers
was only Rs 9,388, she added.

"In the last 10 years, the gov-
ernment has been providing a
better and respectable life to the
common people. In the coming
four months also, we will con-
tinue to work in the same way...”

Delhi sees poor AQl for first time since June

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 25

DELHI'S AIR quality dipped to
‘poor’ on Wednesday, after a re-
lief of over three months.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB),
the city saw an Air Quality Index
(AQI) of 235 on Wednesday. The
last time that Delhi’s air fell to the
'poor’ category was on June 12
when it recorded AQI of 211. On
June 19, it had recorded 'very
poor' AQI at 306.

Delhi is expected to see light
rain for at least six days, which is
set to help clean the city's air.

The primary contributor to
the city's air pollutionis currently
the transport sector, according to
the Decision Support System for
Air Quality Management in Delhi.
On Tuesday, the AQI had been
recorded in the "moderate” cate-
gory, withareading of 197 until4
PM, the CPCB said.

Restrictions under the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP),
which are invoked once the AQI
falls to the poor category (201 to
300), however, are not in the off-
ing, as pollution levels are ex-
pected to dip further over the
next few days.

The Sub-Committee of the
Commission for Air Quality

Management in the National
Capital Region and Adjoining
Areas (CAQM) has decided to
keep a close watch on the situa-
tion for a day or more, before in-
voking restrictions.

“Delhi’s average AQI has al-
ready started showing a declin-
ingtrend...and is further expected
toimprove with time,” the CAQM
said ina statement. It also referred
toanimprovement in overall AQI
expected as per the India
Meteorological Data (IMD) and
the Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM) forecasts.

As per the [ITM forecast - de-
signed to provide early air quality
warning in the Capital - the AQI

isexpected to be in the moderate
to poor category in the coming six
days. A generally cloudy sky with
light rain has been forecast until
September 28 by the IMD.

The IMD's extended range
forecast from September 19 to
October 2 forecasts southwest
monsoon withdrawal to be ma-
jorly complete in a week from
Thursday (September 26).

Paddy stubble burning, which
contributes to Delhi’s overall pol-
lution load, meanwhile, has
started in Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh.

According to the datareceived
from the daily bulletin on paddy
residue burning prepared by

Consortium for Research
Agroecosystem Monitoring and
Modeling from Space, 166 such
cases have been reported be-
tween September 15 and 25
across Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh.

The number of cases in
Haryana, at 70, have been the
highest since 2020. In Punjab, 93
cases have been reported so far,
higher than last year but below
the 139 cases reported in 2022.
Uttar Pradesh, meanwhile, has
seen only three cases so far.

V K Sehgal, nodal officer at
ICAR-Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, said, “The
burning detected so far is not con-

cerning... The real problem will
arise from October 15 and the ex-
pected peak time will be between
October 26 and November 10."

Meanwhile, the maximum
temperature in the Capital on
Wednesday settled at 37.3 de-
grees Celsius, three notches
above the season's average, ac-
cording to the IMD. The mini-
mum temperature was recorded
at 26.8 degrees Celsius, 2.9
notches above normal while the
humidity was 60 per cent at 5.30
pm. The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures are likely to
settle around 34 degrees Celsius
and 25 degrees Celsius, respec-
tively, on Thursday.

Come winter, drones to monitor hotspots, ban on firecrackers

M Real-time monitoring
of pollution hotspots
through drones

M Formation of special
task force

M Control of dustand
vehicular pollution, open
waste and stubble burning

M Operating green war
room, green Delhi app and
e-waste eco-park

M Operation of mobile
anti-smog guns

M Real-time source
apportionment study

M Increasing green area
or plantation

M Holding dialogue with
Union government and
neighbouring states

M Seeking public

21-point Winter Action Plan unveiled

Delhi expected to see light rain for six days. Praveen Khanna

7 s | &
Banon Artificial Work Preparation
firecrackers rain from home for odd-even
participation M Hari Ratna Award
M Controlling industrial M Voluntary restriction
pollution of vehicles

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

REAL-TIME MONITORING of pol-
lution hotspots through drones,
ban on firecrackers, formation of
a special task force, operation of
mobile anti-smog guns, work
from home and artificial rain are
some of the measures the Delhi
government plans to implement
tocombat air pollution this winter.

Environment Minister Gopal
Rai on Wednesday announced a
21-point Winter Action Plan(see
box), saying that real-time mon-
itoring will be conducted this
year to identify the source and
cause of pollution.

"For the first time, we have de-
cided to use drones to monitor the
(pollution) hotspots. Until last
year, the inventorisation was done
manually. This year, there will be
real-time monitoring to identify
the source and cause of air pollu-
tion," said Rai.

Rai said a six-member task
force comprising officials fromen-
vironment, transport and revenue
departments, PWD, traffic police
and Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, would be responsible for
monitoring the situation.

All construction sites spread
over 500 sq m should complete
mandated registrationsin the ap-
propriate portal, he added.
Workers at such sites are to be
sensitised to pollution norms.

On curbing dust pollution, Rai
said, "In November and
December, when pollutionisatits
peak, we have decided to sprinkle
water on the roads thrice a day.
Earlier, it was done only one time."

In all, 85 road-sweeping ma-
chines, 500 water sprinklers and
200 mobile anti-smog guns will
be put to use. An anti-dust cam-
paign will begin on October 7.

"A ban on firecrackers will be
implemented this yearaswelland

once the notificationisissued, the
ban will be fully enforced. The
GRAP (Graded Response Action
Plan) stages will come into effect
and 588 teams have been formed
to control the open burning of
garbage,” he said.

"We will encourage work
from home and a voluntary re-
ductionin the use of private vehi-
cles. If necessary, the odd-even
(road rationalisation) scheme will
beimplemented and artificial rain
is also an option that we are ex-
ploring,” Rai said.

Rai called "unique” the planto
honour those who have con-
tributed to combating air pollu-
tion with HariRatna Awardsinor-
der to yield a positive
encouragement.

With cases of stubble burning
already having started comingin,
Rai said a meeting with ministers
of neighbouring states should be
held to resolve this.

Minor demands money, threatens

to set off explosion in bank

New Delhi: Panic gripped a branch of the
Axis Bank in West Delhi when a minor en-
tered the premises on Wednesday night
and threatened to set off an explosion if
he was not handed over money by the
staff. A police officer said that around 8
pm, they were informed that a teenager,
who was carrying abox and a remote, had
entered an Axis Bank branch in Vikaspuri,
and was threatening the staff members
who were about to close the office. “He
shouted that he should be given the
money, else he will set off an explosion,”
the officer said, adding that he carried a
paper slip with the money demand. "The
suspect was overpowered and was found
to be a minor,” the officer added. PTI

Lt Cal BJ Singh
Shaurya Chakra (P)

“In Eternal Memory”

We salute the brave hearts who made the ultimate sacrifice for our Nation.

Dfr Indra Singh

With profound respect and grafitude, we remember our heroes, who laid down their life in the line of duty,
protecting our country and its people, Their unwavenng courage, unshakeable commitment, and supreme
sacrifice will forever be alched in our hearts. May their legacy inspire fulure generations forever, We offer
our deepest condolences to the family and loved ones of the martyr.

May their soul rest in eternal peace.

In Homage

Remembering The Immortals of Samba
who fearlessly laid down their lives battling terrorists in OP CARNATIC on 26th September 13
Colonel of the Regiment & All Ranks, 16th Light Cavalry

Swr DKK Reddy

Swr M Srinivas
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. MORMUGAO PORT AUTHORITY
= APPOINTMENT ON DEPUTATION BASIS
Bricf Advertisement Motice No, GADVPC-A/ 5172024 Dhtio: 26th Scpr, 2024
Mormugao Pord Authority, Headland Sada invites applicalions from Candral
Govemment | State Governments [ Union territons administration / Public Sectar
Undertakings / Autcnomous Bodies {Oither than Major Port Authonties ) fior filing up
of One vacant poest of Chief Engineer (HoD) on depitation basis for a paricd of 03
years throwgh "Online Application Portal” (OAF) of the Ministry of Paorts, Shipping
and Watarways websile https2lonlinevacancy. shipminnic.in. The applicanl
showld regestar the Same In oniing Application Portal,
T laest date for applying andirks 15 11.10.2024. Applications in prescribed proforma
Through Proper Channel along with the documents in an envelope, superscribing
"Application for the post of Chief Engineer (HolY) in Mormugao Port Authoriby on
deputation basis” addressed o the Secretary, Mormugao Port Authority, “Saaras!’
General Administration Department, Administrative Office Buidding, Headland
Sada, Goa-403804 along with sall-atlestad copsas of carblicates, last 5 years
ACRs/APARS, efc. through Registered Post/Speed Post only. For further details,
visii MPA&websile https:lhwww.mptgoa.gowin.

Sl
SECRETARY

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF A
PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 30BNS 2023 (section 82 Cr.PC)

WHEREAS complaint has been made before me that Mohammad
Moshin Ahmady S/o Ahmad Shah Khan R/o Flat No- 10, 3rd floor,
Gali no- 01, Lal Dora, near Cambridge School Deoli, Delhi-110062 has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence case no.
SC/86/2020, VIII/38/DZU/2019, u/s 8, 21 & 29 NDPS Act, 1985 of
Narcotics Control Bureau, Delhi Zonal Unit and it has been returned to
a Warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said Mohammad Moshin
Ahmady S/o Ahmad Shah Khan cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Mohammad Moshin
Ahmady S/0 Ahmad Shah Khan R/o Flat No- 10, 3rd floor, Gali no- 01,
Lal Dora, near Cambridge School Deoli, Delhi-110062 has absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the Mohammad Moshin Ahmady S/o
Ahmad Shah Khan R/o Flat No- 10, 3rd floor, Gali no- 01, Lal Dora,
near Cambridge School Deoli, Delhi- 110062 is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on the day of 19.11.2024.

UNIVERSITY OF RAJASTHAN, JAIPUR

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE

Electronic online Technical and Financial Bids are
invited to 04.10.2024 at 03.00 PM for the Purchase of
Laboratory Equipments under RUSA Programme 2.0
Details may be seen in the Bidding Documents available
at the website Portal hitp://feproc.rajasthan.gov.in or the
State Public Procurement Portal http://sppp.raj.nic.in or
our website www.uniraj.in of the University of Rajasthan,
Jaipur. The Bidding document may be download from there.
UBN No: URA2425GLOB00086, NIB No: URA2425A0032.
Prof. Ram Avtar Sharma
Head & Pl RUSA Project No.4

TENDER NOTICE (E-Tendering Made Cnly)
CONCGOR imttas Onling Opsan Tender in o bid sysbam fior balow work anly hrough E-tendering mods.
The bid dacument can anly be downloeded afier paying Rs. 1000-* thrpugh onlne from the wehsite
[ barde rwizand. com/CLL)

Tender No. | CONAREA-UPARKING/DADRKZ0Z4

Mame ol | Providing Professioral Parking Menapament Sardces for TrailanTrucks &f Iniand
Wark | Conlzener Depol, Dacd, Gadtam Buddha Magar, U

Estimated Cost | ¥ 405,52 130 nchuding GST) for thvee (03 years
Period of Confrac] Thras (03 ‘r'ear5| Earnest Momey Deposit - T 3,52, 500-" through a-payment

Cosl of Document T 1,0004-" inclusive of all {exes and dulies throwgh a-paymant

Tondar Processing Feo| € 3540 inchusiva of all b and dufes (Non-shardabla) through e-payminl
Oiate: of Sabe (Onling) 1 From 26.09.2024, 13:30 hes, to 11.10.2024 {upto 16:00 hrs,)
Pre-Bid Meeting On 04.10:2024 at 15:00 hrs.

Iz un af Corrsgendum (i any) On araller 08, 1020024 on wawlandarsizard com/GEIL only
Diate & Time of Submission of Tender | 121002024 upto 15:00 Hrs

| Diate & Time of Opening of Tender | 14.10.2024 al 15:30 Hrs

Address for Pre-Bid Mesting, Opaning of Bids & Correspondence; Office of Sr. General Manager,
C&Q, Area-1, 2nd Floor, NSIC Business Park, New MOBP Bing,, Okhla nd. Estate, New Dedhe-110080

*Examption for MSE COMCOR resarves the g to reject any or 2l the Sandars withows assig ning any reasces
thereal. Forcomplate detzls bogon o wws benderaizard comd'CCHL, &r, General Manager/C&QvArga-1

usNa SmEle A

) punjab national bank

..the name you can BANK upon !

9T &7 gdte |

interestwill be subject o the charge of Punjab National Bank.

Circle SASTRA Office, Bhagalpur (Ground Floor-Naulakha Apartment), Opp DIG Kothi,
Badi Khanjarpur, Bihar-812001, (Email : cs8197@pnb.co.in)

Possession Notice [Under Rule 8 (1) of security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

As per the powers conferred under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Sacurity Interest Act, 2002 and under Section
13{12) of the Securities Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 read logether with Rule 3, the Authorized Punjab National Bank. The undersigned as an officer
issued demand notice a5 mentioned in the table below, asking the borrowers/guarantors to pay the amount specified in the respective notices against their
names in the table within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said infimation in writing. was asked te The following borrowers/guarantors have not paid the
amount specified in the respective notices issued under section 13{2) within the stipulated time, the aforesaid borrowers/guarantors and the general public are
hereby informed that the undersigned has made payment against the property concerned have taken symbalic possession of the properties (guaranteed
assets) mentionad in the following table in comphiance with the powers conferred on them under section 13{4) of the said Act read with rule & of the said rules on
the dales mentioned. In particular the aforesaid borrowers/guarantors and the general public are hereby cautioned not to deal with the properties mentioned in
thi following table and any transaction with the said properties shall be effected on the amount mentioned in the relevant column of the table and therecn, The

Rupesh Kumar Eighty Four and Paise

Seventy Only) as on
30/04/2024 plus interest and

S. |Branch | Name of Borrower| Claim Amount Date of oy
No| Name | Guarantor on Date EFESEHEBL Eiau:: Description of Immovable Property
BO.- RUBGSR i ar Rs.4650.98470 |13 (2)-04.05.2024 |Sale Deed Bearing No-1260 Daled 24-04-2017 Moriagaged In
1 Khagaria Sfo Umesh Pathak (Rupees Forty-Six Lakhs | 13 (4)-23.09.2024 |Faver OF Punjab National. Bank By (1) Rupesh Kumar, SI0 S
| 1?;;?33] & Priyanka Pathak Wio |Fifty Thousand Nine Hundred Umesh Pathak & (2) Priyanka Pathak, W/O Sri Rupesh Kumar, At

By order

Sh. Sudhir Kumar Sirohi

SPL. Judge NDPS Act.

Room No.35, P. Building

Patiala House Court, New Delhi.

CBC 19126/11/0020/2425

incidental expenses incumad
by bank we.f 01/05/20:24

Mauza-Mathirapur, Tauzi No-1447, Thama Moo= 265, Khata No 119,
Khesra No-2064 2065, Pargana- Farkiva, Ward No-10. Area-09

Ohur(1.63 Decimal) undar Magar Fanshad Area Khaganya.
Bounded:- As per deed- North-Amaneet Yaday, South-Hal Han

Lal, Easl-Sambhu Prasad, West-06-0" wide P.C.C Roads

Date- 23.09.2024
Place- Khagaria

Authorised Officer
Punjab National Bank

REGIONAL OFFICE:
Bank of Baroda, First Floor, Diamond Complex,

% i‘.‘j’iﬁ 3 mrﬁ f’r;.j::ui::?- Bﬂﬂk m( Bﬂfﬂdﬁ' Dilli More, Darbhanga-846004 Cont. No. 8969513429,
E— : e

Website: www.bankofbaroda.com

POSSESSION NOTICE (for Immovable Property)

[As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

days from the receipt of the said notice.

said Act read with rule 8 of the said rules.

charges and expenses till date of payment.

available to redeem the secured assets.

Branch / Name of Borrowers/ Date of Demand Notice / Date
of Possession / Amount Outstanding

Branch: E Vijay Darbhanga Branch

Guarantor: Md. Samsuzzama S/o Md. Nisarul Haque
Date of Demand Notice: 20.05.2024
Date of Possession: 20.09.2024

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the BANK OF BARODA under the Securitisation
and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of
powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
issued a demand notice calling upon the borrower(s) to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60

The borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession
of the property/ies described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the
The borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to
deal with the property/ies and any dealings with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of the BANK OF
BARODA for the amount stated herein below and further interest thereon at the contractual rate plus costs,

The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time,

Name of Borrower / Guarantors & Description of Imnmovable Properties

Description of the properties

All that part and parcel of the property
Mohammad Sabir S/o Mohammad Mohid (Borrower), Mrs.|consisting: Land and building at Khesara
Uzama Reyaz W/o Mohammad Sabir (Co-Borrower) and|No.204(O),
No.27(0), 49(N) at Village Chakdargah,
Pargana-Bharwara,
Sighwara,
Amt: 320,40,077.32/- (Rupees Twenty lakh forty thousand|name of Mohammad Sabir S/o Md Mohid
seventy seven and thirty two paise only) plus unaplied interest{admeasuring 2 Katha 1 Dhur i.e. 3897.05
from 09.05.2024 plus other charges (if any) as on 09.05.2024|Sq.Feet. Bounded: On the North by-Mohid
(interest included upto 08.05.2024) together with further interest|{Khan, On the South by-Rasta, On the East
thereon at the contractual rate plus costs, charges and expenses|by-Road, On the West by-Chulhai, Thithar

497(N),491(N), Khata

PO-Manikauli, PS-
Dist-Darbhanga, held in the

till date of payment. & others.
Date : 20.09.2024
Place : Darbhanga

Authorised Officer

Bank of Baroda

Zj da 3iin d5lcT Bank of Baroda

REGIONAL OFFICE:

Bank of Baroda, First Floor, Diamond Complex,
Dilli More, Darbhanga-846004 Cont. No. 8969513429
Website: www.bankofbaroda.com

NOTICE

(Demand Notice under Section 13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002, (SARFAESI Act)

In respect of loan availed by below mentioned Borrower through Bank of Baroda, Riga Branch which have became NPA on 08.09.2024 with below mentioned balance
outstanding of dates mentioned below. We have already issued detailed demand notice dated 19.09.2024 mentioned below under section 13(2) of Securitisation &
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 by registered post with acknowledgment due to you, which has been returned undelivered/
due to not accepted by borrower. We have indicated our intension of taking possession of hypothecated securities and Mortgaged Property Owned by following Borrower/
Guarantors as per section 13(4) of the Act in case of your failure to pay amount mentioned below within 60 days Details are hereunder.

Name & address of
Borrowers/Guarantor

Borrower: 1. M/s Kunal Enterprises, Prop.-Mr. Ashwini Kunal Srivastava S/o Nawal Kishore
Prasad, Village-Bhakurhar, House No.-111, Ward No. 18, P.S-Bairganiya, Dist.-Sitamarhi, Pin-
843313. 2. Mr. Ashwini Kumar Srivastava S/o Nawal Kishore Prasad, Village-Bhakurhar.
House No.-111, Ward No. 18, P.S-Bairganiya, Dist.-Sitamarhi, Pin-843313. Guarantor: Smt.
Shashi Srivastava W/o Nawal Kishore Prasad, Village-Bhakurhar, House No.-111, Ward No.
18, P.S-Bairganiya, Dist.-Sitamarhi, Pin-843313. Branch: Riga Branch

Detail of Inmovable property: 1. Mauza -Sitamarhi, Ward No-22(old), 17(New), Khesra No-45, Thana no.-315, Thana- Sitamarhi, Anchal-Dumra, D.S.R. Office-
Sitamarhi Dist-Sitamarhi, Area-04 Dec. in the name of Mr. Ashwini Kunal Srivastava S/o-Nawal Kishor Prasad. Boundary:- N-Brij Kumar Ray, S-8 feet chaura
rasta E-Smt. Ugra Tara Devi W-Nilam Devi, 2. Khata No-283, Khesra No-3803, Thana no.-03, Mauza -Bhakurhar, Thana-Bairganiya, Anchal- Bairganiya, S. R
Office-Dheng, Dist.-Sitamarhi Area-16 Dec. in the name of Smt. Shashi Shrivastava W/o- Nawal Kishor Prasad. Boundary (As per Sale Deed):- N-Mahajan, S-Nij
number Haza, E-Ramashankar Pd. W-Shivdhari Das. Boundary (At Present}:- N-Mahajan, S-Pitch Road (Main Road), E-Ramashankar Pd., W-Shivdhari Das.

Outstanding Amount as on 08.09.2024
(inclusive of interest up to 08.09.2024)

Demand Notice Date 19.09.2024
Rs. 24,90,893.89/- (Rupees Twenty four lac

d ninety thousand eight hundred ninety three and
eighty nine paise only) + Unapplied interest

Demand Notice Date Security agreement
with brief description

of securities

Hypothecation of
Stock: Equitable
mortgage of
property (description
mentioned below)

plus other charges (if any)

Your are all advised the above demand notice letter send to you through postal authority by authorised officer of Bank of Baroda, Righa Branch. (1) Please
collect the notice copy from bank for more and complete details. (2) Please pay the balance outstanding amount with interest and costs etc. as mentioned in
above within 60 days from the date of notice publication referred to abve to avoid further action under the SARFAESI Act.

Place: Sitamarhi
Date : 25.09.2024

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .




THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26,2024

'DECISION

™ 2024

HARYANAeJAMMU & KASHMIR

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

y £ .
"—Ih“
E ."‘-i",-l W
i }__.1--
e T d\d "
+ T4
- x p.' i"\.-.|

.'_a ,
e h'..!-‘ i

g S8
-

ﬂ"%""'r

:“.

BJP’s Baldev Sharma (centre) faces, among other things,
anger of erstwhile shrine custodians. X

After Ayodhya,
Vaishno Devi seat
tough trek for BJP

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 25

ONE OF the two visits of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
Jammu ahead of the elections was
to the Katra townin the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Assembly seat of
Reasi district.

OnSeptember 19, the PM held
arally and road show in Katra,
which is the base camp for pil-
grims visiting the Vaishno Devi
shrine.“A governmentis required
here (in J&K), which respects our
faith and promotes our culture,”
Modi said.

The Vaishno Devi shrine has
always been significant for the
Modi-led BJP, with the then PM
nominee of the party praying at
the temple before kickstaring his
2014 Lok Sabha campaign.

This time, the significance is
doubled as, after the 2022 delim-
itation, there is now a Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Assembly seat,
carved out of the Reasi and
Udhampur Assembly constituen-
cies.Itvoted in the second phase of
the Assembly polls on
Wednesday.

After the defeat in Uttar
Pradesh's Faizabad seat — where
the Ayodhya Ram Temple falls —
in the recent Lok Sabha elections,
the party “left nothing to chance
in Shri Mata Vaishno Devi seat”,
party leaders admitted.

However, the BJP’s chances
look tough asits candidate Baldev
Raj Sharma, whorepresented the
Reasi Assembly segment earlier,
faced a multi-cornered contest.

The biggest problem could
prove to be the baridars, the erst-
while custodians of the Vaishno
Devi shrine. The community,
which earlier backed the BJP
fielded their own candidate, Sham

Singh, this time. If he gets the
14,000 votes of the community,
Sham Singh could emerge as the
giantkiller.

Baridars, who for generations
have performed aarti at the
Vaishno Devi shrine, have been
demanding the restoration of
their rights to conduct full prayers
at the shrine and the reservation
of jobs for members of their fam-
ilies in the Shrine Board.
Members of the community
speak of being “betrayed” on a
promise the PM made in 2014 to
find a “permanent solution” to
the community’s problems.

However, the BJP claims this
was not a major hurdle in the
polls. “Baridars, who had certain
genuine issues after the enact-
ment of the Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Act in 1986 ... were never
given afair hearing. It was only af-
ter @NarendraModi took over as
Prime Minister in 2014 that the
holy town of Katra & the Holy
Shrine started getting the de-
served attention. Baridars’ issue
included in BJP Election Sankalp
Patra 2024,” Union Minister of
State and Udhampur MP Jitendra
Singh said in a recent post on X.

The BJP’s Sharma had another
strong contender in the
Congress’s Bhopinder Singh, who
was the president of the associa-
tion of the ponywallahs and pithus
who operate on the track be-
tween Katra and the Vaishno Devi
shrine,and whois banking on the
support of the nearly 9,000
Muslim voters in the seat.

Former minister Jugal
Kishore, who had left the
Congress and joined the
Democratic Progressive Azad
Party led by Ghulam Nabi Azad,
was also in the race, as an
Independent. He too has consid-
erable support in the seat.
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RALLY BEHIND
THEIR ‘FUTURE CM’

INARMY RECRUITMENT HUB

Agnipath shadow on Army dreams,

After tally drop in
Lok Sabha, BJP
rolls out promises
and schemes for
Agniveers

LALMANIVERMA
CHARKHIDADRI, JHAJJAR,
SEPTEMBER 25

IRFAN, 19, aresident of Chandeni

village in the Badhra Assembly
seat in Charkhi Dadri district, says
he was inspired by some of his
relatives, either ex-servicemen
or serving with the armed forces,
to join the Army. But when the
BJP-led Centre launched the
Agnipath short-term recruitment
scheme for the armed forces in
June 2022, Irfan’s family asked
him to look for alternative jobs.

“Now, I am waiting for job
openings in the Haryana Police
and Territorial Army,” says Irfan.
As part of his physical exercise
preparations for these exams, he
is playing basketball in a ground
on the outskirts of the village. The
reason to drop the idea of joining
the Army as an Agniveer: the
prospects after four years - the
period for which recruitment to
the Army happens under the
Agnipath scheme.

Many villagers echo Irfan’s
resentment over the Agnipath
programme.

In a bid to address such con-
cerns of people, the incumbent
BJP has promised a “guarantee of
government job for every
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outh turn to new jobs

Youth in the Chandeni village of Bhadra seat training for the Haryana police exam. Lalmani Verma

Haryanvi Agniveer” in its mani-
festo” for the October 5 state
Assembly polls.

In July this year, the Nayab
Singh Saini-led BJP government
decided to provide 10% “horizon-
tal reservation” for Agniveers in
the posts of constable, mining
guard, forest guard, jail warders
and SPOs (special police officers).

“The BJP is making these
promises ahead of Assembly
polls... The BJP did not show con-
cern for youths in the past two
years,” says Irfan.

Irfan’s friend Anmol Bumrah,
19, also shares Irfan’s concerns
but heis still going ahead with his
Agnipath plans. Like Irfan, Anmol
is also a first-time voter.

Anmol has cleared the
Agniveer entrance exam held in
February this year and is now
preparing for his physical fitness
test to be held in November. “lam
from a poor family so I can’t wait

IMAGE OF THE DAY

for other jobs. If I get selected, we
will see what happens after com-
pleting four years,” says Anmol,
who is pursuing his graduation.
Chandeni has about 2,300
voters. Almost every family in the
village has at least one member
in the defence forces. Locals say
that 29 Army personnel from the
village have been martyred indif-
ferent wars. Village sarpanch Raj
Singh Sangwan says that 23 re-
cruits from the village served as
Colonels and Majorsin the Army.
“When openrecruitmentwas
happening before Agnipath, at
least 10-12 youths from this vil-
lage were inducted in Army in
every recruitment process. But af-
ter introduction of Agnipath, only
two youths have got selected as
Agniveers so far,” Raj Singh says,
adding that many youths have
taken private jobs in Charkhi
Dadri, Sonipat, Rohtak,
Chandigarh and Delhi.

Ajamidar(land holder)in the
village, Ravi Jangda, however, de-
fends the BJP over Agnipath, say-
ing “This scheme will see the
Army getting packed with youths.
The government is promising
quota and priority in other jobs
after retirement as Agniveers.”

Ravi is confronted by
Satyaveer Sangwan, 61, who
retired from the Army as
Hawaldar after serving for 20
years. He says his son joined the
Army 15 years ago, but he wants
his grandchildren to aim for
other government jobs so that
they could also receive pension
after retirement like him.

Satyaveer says that earlierifa
person landed a job in the Army,
his next two generations used to
become financially secure.

About 50km away from
Chandeni, inBisahan village in the
Beri Assembly seat in Jhajjar dis-
trict, the villagers take pride that

10 DAYS TO GO FOR D-DAY: Ahead of the single-phase polls in Haryana on October 5, BJP supporters at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s rally on Wednesday in Sonipat, where the party’s candidate is Nikhil Madan. P11

‘It PM agrees to terms, should Kashmiris not talk to him?’

THE ENTRY into the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly fray of Sheikh
Abdul Rashid, the Baramulla MP
popularly known as ENGINEER
RASHID, who is out on interim
bail till October 2, has changed the
dynamics in the Valley. With his
Awami Ittehad Party (AIP) field-
ing 34 candidates as
Independents and forming a
“strategic alliance” with the
Jamaat-e-Islami, Rashid’s oppo-
nents have been calling him
“Delhi’'s man” who is out to “di-
vide votes”. In an interview with
BASHAARAT MASOOD, Rashid
speaks about his time in jail, how
J&K has changed since the abro-
gation of Article 370, and how he
expects the election campaign to
pan out. Excerpts:

Doyou see any changes after
coming out of jail?

After the abrogation of (Article
370), people are keen to join the
electoral process. But this change
of mood is not because of (Prime
Minister Narendra) Modi’s ‘Naya
Kashmir’. Itis because people feel
oppressed and suppressed.

Why did you contest the Lok
Sabha elections from jail? How
doyou see your win?

From January 18 (when the
Lok Sabha elections were an-
nounced)till my release, | was de-
nied the customary weekly call to
family. This is because Iwas being
compelled to support a BJP proxy
- I'will not name him. When I re-
fused,Iwas subjected to the worst
sortof humiliation. I contested be-
cause [ was pressured to support
their (the BJP’s) proxy. And now,
see the irony, the proxies are call-
ing me a proxy.

Howwas your Lok Sabha
campaign managed?

They (the jail authorities) ex-
communicated me. My only link
was afew newspapers.One day,a
jail official told me that my son
Abrar was campaigning for me. |
was taken aback... I sent hima
message that he should be in col-
lege. But1did not know what hap-
pened after that.

What do you think
contributed to your win?

It was a vote for my commit-
ment to the people of J&K, the
model of governance that I started
in Langate (his Assembly seat as
MLA). When [ was sent to Tihar,
people started questioning, ‘Why
only him?' There was arealisation
thatam not compromised.

You have been a critic of the NC
and PDP. Would you join their
‘secular’ alliance for J&IK’s ?

I have supported them on oc-
casion. For me, secularism is not
important right now. Whatisim-
portantis the Kashmirissue is re-
solved. When they (NC, PDPlead-
ers) formed the People’s Alliance
for Gupkar Declaration, they even

THE EXPRESS
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ENGINEER RASHID
BARAMULLA MP, AIP CHIEF

invited the Shiv Sena and AAP, but
they didn’tinvite Engineer Rashid.
They have lost the moral author-
ity to criticise me.

You say the NCand the PDP
have noroadmap. What is
your roadmap?

..They (the Valley-based
mainstream leaders) should not
have gone to the Supreme Court.
Article 370 was a political issue,
but they made italegal issue. The
street is a politician’s playground,
not the court...The other thing
they did, when PM Modi called an
all-party meeting (inJune 2021)-
only one party was not invited,
and that was the AIP...

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .

But even then, I am open to
joining hands with anyone... if
they have a roadmap. If Rahul
Gandhi promises that after com-
ing to power, even after 50 years,
he will bring a Bill to restore Article
370, Iwill follow them.

But what is your roadmap?

My roadmap is that I want to
take this battle out of Kashmir and
to Delhi. Omar sahab or Madam
(Mehbooba Mulfti) were seen as
‘Delhi’s people’ in Kashmir.lama
Kashmiri who represents
Kashmir in Delhi.

So would you ally with the NC-
Congress or the PDP?

The larger issue for me is the
resolution of the Kashmir issue.
Government formation s petty...
will be seen after October 8 (the
result day).

The AIPis being called arefuge
for ‘turncoat’ politicians?

My strength and resistance
against Modi made people follow
Engineer Rashid... If tomorrow,
Modi ji agrees to my terms and

conditions, should Kashmiris not
talk to him? If I could unite one
man from that camp (close to
New Delhi), it would be an hon-
our and privilege for me.

The stand of both PM Modi
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shahis that thereis no
issue after the abrogation of
Article 370.

India is saying we will talk to
Pakistan if they stop ‘exporting
terrorism’. What will they talk
about? It will obviously be the
Kashmir issue.

How do you see the NC-
Congress alliance?
Itisadirtyalliance... The main
damage has been done by the
Congress... Article 370 was justa
skeleton and Modi buried it.

There are allegations
regarding the timing of your
bail, just ahead of the polls.

I got bail because Arvind
Kejriwal too got bail. I applied cit-
ing the same. Where does the
question of timing arise?

every household has sent recruits
to the Army. Bisahan is also the
native village of Dalbir Singh
Suhag, the former Army chief.

A 24-year-old Bisahan resi-
dent Gaurav Suhag is against the
Agnipath programme, but to con-
tinue his family’s tradition of join-
ing the Army he applied foritone
year ago unsuccessfully. “Now I
have crossed upper age limit of 21
years and have lost the enthusi-
asm for joining Army,” he says,
adding that he is now preparing
for other exams.

Bisahan sarpanch Inderjeet
Suhag, whois contesting the Beri
seatasanIndependent, says, “The
BJPis promising quota at the time
of elections. But what will hap-
penif BJP does not win?”

The BJP’s Charkhi Dadri dis-
trict vice-president Vitin
Sangwan says, “BJP will ensure
jobs for Agniveers and has prom-
ised this in its manifesto.
Opposition parties have misled
and confused youths about this
programme. We are clearing this
confusion during our campaign.
Youths will understand us and
support BJP.”

In the 2019 Assembly polls,
the Badhra constituency was
won by the Jannayak Janta Party
(JJP)’s Naina Singh, with the
Congress and the BJP candidates
finishing at second and third
positions respectively. This time,
the Congress’s Somvir Singh will
take on the BJP’s Umed Singh in
the seat.

InBeri, the Congress hasagain
fielded its sitting MLA Raghuvir
Singh Kadian against the BJP’s
Sanjay Kumar. Raghuvir defeated
the BJP’s Vikram Kadian in 2019.

TARACHAND, 61
Former Deputy CM and

Cong’s Chhamb candidate
TOTALASSETS

{14.76 CR (2024)
1247 CR (2012

Movableassets  T4.5cr
Immovableassets¥10.26 cr
Liabilities $96.69 lakh
Pending criminal None
cases

Education Class 8

RAJEEVSHARMA, 52
Former MLA and BJP’s
Chhamb candidate

TOTALASSETS

1349 CR (2024)
22.12 CR (2014)

Movable assets¥42.99 lakh
Immovableassets ¥3.06cr

Liabilities $6.41lakh
Pending criminal None
cases

Education Class 8

Why every party in
Haryana talks about
‘36 biradaris’ in state

In poll season , candidates get a “36 biradari”’ welcome. Express

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 25

ACROSS THE political spectrum
in Haryana, leaders keep talking
of how they represent the
interests of the “36 biradaris” of
the state. At poll meetings, Leader
of the Opposition and former
Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda keeps emphasising the
Congressis the “party of the 36 bi-
radaris” and the Congress has the
support of all of them. Recently,
BJP national secretary and the
party’s manifesto committee
chief Om Prakash Dhankar said
the party has
promised a “wel-

counts refer to the existence of 36
clans or kingdoms in north India.
Similarly,a renowned historian of
Rajputana, Lt Col James Todd, an
officer of the British East India
Company, refers to 36 dynasties
or kingdoms,” he says.

Whatis the social
significance?

Inelection season, whenever
any candidate approaches a vil-
lage, he or she is welcomed by
the prominent villagers on be-
half of the “36 biradari”. Among
the castes and communities in
this category are Brahmins,
Baniyas (Agarwals),Jats, Gurjars,
Rajputs, Punjabis
(Hindu), Sunars,

fare board to look Sainis, Ahirs,
after the interests Sainis, Rors, and
of each of the 36 bi- Kumbhars. Almost
radaris” if voted DECODE half the Scheduled
back to power. Castes (SCs) are
POLITICS from the leather-
What does working castes.
biradari mean?
Professor S K Chahal of Whatisthe political
Kurukshetra University says the  significance of 36 biradaris?

word comes from baradar, the
Persian word for the brother-
hood of a clan or a tribe with a
common ancestry.

“The term biradari is also re-
ferred to as kaum (nation)or jaat
(caste). Though the last two
words have different meanings,
innorth India all three words are
used as synonyms for caste,” says
Prof Chahal, who is the chairper-
son of the Kurukshetra
university’s Department of
History and the Dean of the
Faculty of Social Sciences.

According to Prof Chahal, the
Ajmer-Merwar Gazetteer (1951)
mentions the existence of 37
castes, but not 36. “Early medieval
Persian writings and travel ac-

Politicians use the phrase to
signal their secular image but
many prefer to look after the in-
terests of their caste groups to
reach out to a specific vote bank.
Alarge number of voters prefer a
candidate of their caste as well.

Mainstream parties field can-
didates keeping caste calculations
in mind. For the October 5 polls,
the BJP has fielded, amongothers,
21 OBCs, 17 Jats, 11 Brahmins, 11
Punjabi Hindus, five Baniyas, and
two Muslims.

In the Congress line-up, there
are 26 Jat candidates, 20 OBCs, 17
SCs, 11 Sikhs or Punjabi Hindus,
six Brahmins, five Muslims, two
Vaishyas, and one Rajput, Bishnoi,
and Ror candidate.
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DOUBLE WHAMMY

FORMER CHIEF minister and current Union Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar seems to have become the latest headache for the
Haryana BJP, according to some party leaders in the state.
While Khattar’s open invite to Congress leader Kumari Selja
and her subsequent rebuff has already left the party embar-
rassed, a video of Khattar “directing his security personnel to
remove a man from his meeting venue in Hisar after the lat-
ter criticised the BJP” has drawn a lot of public ire. “How dare
. throw him out,” Khattar is heard saying in the video,
which has gone viral. It also shows the man was being pushed
out of the venue. The incident has added to the woes of the
Haryana BJP, which s already facing criticism for the remarks
made by party MP Kangana Ranaut about the farm laws.

sues” with the senior leader.

Busy SCHEDULE

AMID THE busy campaigning schedule in poll-bound states,
Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi is slated to
meet heads of Congress party departments for Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes, OBCs, and minorities among others.
The meetings are supposed to be one-on-one where the de-
partment heads “can openly discuss internal and external is-

RoOAD LLESS TRAVELLED

ON HIS way to inaugurate the UP International Trade Show in
Greater Noida, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar gave the
Noida-Greater Noida Expressway a miss on Wednesday.
Dhankhar is learnt to have flown on a chopper from Delhi air-
port to a helipad near the Greater Noida Expo Mart to avoid
causing a traffic jam on the road to Greater Noida. Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and other dignitaries who at-
tended the inaugural ceremony greeted the V-P at the helipad.

1995 custodial death:
SC gives split verdict

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

A TWO-JUDGE bench of the
Supreme Court Wednesday deliv-
ered a split verdict in a 1995 case
of custodial death of a man ac-
cused of stealing.

While Justice C T Ravi Kumar
acquitted the police personnel of
the charge of culpable homicide
not amounting to murder, Justice
Sanjay Kumar disagreed and con-
victed them for the same offence
with stinging remarks.

As per the prosecution, the de-
ceased, Shama alias Kalya, was a
history-sheeter and taken into po-
lice custody in connection with a
house-breaking in Maharashtra’s
Gondia. He was allegedly tortured
in custody leading to his death.
The police did not record his ar-
rest. Later, an unidentified body
was found in a forest in MP’s
Balaghat district.

The trial court convicted some
of the accused for culpable homi-
cide but acquitted them of mur-
der charge. This was confirmed by
the Bombay HC.

Deciding the appeal. Justice
Ravi Kumar said, “In the absence
of evidence regarding homicidal
death of Shamain Gondia City po-
lice station coupled with the de-
fence evidence... accused No. 2
(Ravindra) and accused No. 4
(Hans Raj) are entitled to be ac-
quitted for commission of offence
under Section 304 Part Il read with
Section 34, IPC, granting the ben-
efit of doubt”.

Justice Sanjay Kumar, on the
other hand, said custodial torture

BJP looks

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 25

WHILE BY-ELECTIONS to the 10
vacant Assembly seats in Uttar
Pradesh are yet to be announced,
the contest for Milkipur con-
stituency has begun in earnest,
with charges of assault and an

FIR entering the race.
For both the BJP and
Samajwadi Party, winning

Milkipur is a matter of prestige.In
the recent Lok Sabha polls, the BJP
lost Faizabad, which holds the
Ayodhya Ram Temple. The SP
winner, Dalit leader Awadhesh
Prasad, was the sitting MLA from
Milkipur, which falls under the

is established and “in such cir-
cumstances, it can be safely sur-
mised that Shama wasin theille-
gal custody of the appellants since
16.12.1995, at the very least, and
suffered prolonged third-degree
treatment till 24.12.1995. That be-
ing so, itis very difficult to believe
the story projected by the appel-
lants that Shama escaped from
their custody... It is highly im-
probable that he would have been
inaphysical state of fitness to flee,
by jumping fromamovingjeepin
a crowded residential area...”

On the failure to establish the
recovered body as that of the de-
ceased, Justice Sanjay Kumar said
as laid down in the Sevaka
Perumal and another vs. State of
TN case, production of a body to
prove a murder is not an absolute
necessity in a trial for murder.

He said, “Merely because the
appellants were clever enough to
trump up a story of Shama escap-
ing from their custody and the
happenstance of the exhumed
body, recovered at their instance,
no longer figuring in the picture
due to rejection of the fingerprint
evidence, itwould be improper to
proceed on the assumption that
the law would not be applicable.
Doing sowould impel the court to
fall into the trap of the ingenious
and wily appellants, who have
cunningly concocted and falsified
records to escape their just
desserts.” He said, “When sulffi-
cientevidenceis available to con-
clude that Shama was in no posi-
tion to escape from the custody of
the appellants, the inevitable
corollary that follows is that he
died due to torture in custody.”

Jammu districts hit
by terror attacks see
around 70% voting

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 25

THE SECOND phase of polling in
the Jammu and Kashmir assem-
bly elections saw a voter turnout
of 57.03 per cent on Wednesday,
with the exercise passing off
peacefully amid tight security.
The overall voting in the 2014
state polls was 60 per cent.
Voting in the first phase of the
2024 polls was over 61%.

Jammu turnout

The Jammu districts of
Poonch, Rajouri and Reasi —
which have witnessed an in-
crease in terror incidents since
2021 — saw high voting.

Reasi district recorded 74.70
per cent polling, followed by
Poonch (73.80 per cent) and
Rajouri district (70.95 per cent).

Poonch district’s Surankote
Assembly constituency, where
four soldiers were killed in a ter-
rorist ambush in December
2023, recorded 72.18 per cent
polling. Almost all voters in the
Topa Pir village cast their vote.
Three residents of that village
had been picked up by Army
troops after the attack and died
during questioning.

The adjoining Thanamandi
assembly constituency’s Pangai
village — from which five civil-
ians were picked up for ques-
tioning into the Topa Pir attack
and allegedly tortured — too
came out in large numbers. The
ST reserved constituency regis-
tered 68.44 per cent polling.

Over 69 per cent people voted
in the Reasi assembly con-
stituency, where terrorists am-
bushed aKatra-bound bus carry-
ing pilgrims killing nine people
and injuring 33 others in June.

Officials said polling was inci-
dent free. There were long queues
throughout the day, even in the
border constituencies of Kalakote-
Sunderbani, Nowhera, Mendhar
and Poonch — which fall on the
traditional infiltration route.

With elections being held in
J&K after a period of ten years,
the enthusiasm to have their
own elected government drew
people to the polling stations in
huge numbers, said Mohammad
Hussain, alocal resident of Khari
Karmara village situated along
the Line of Control in Poonch.

Similarly, in Mendhar’s
Balakote village, Basharat
Hussain said that through these
elections, people would at least
get someone whom they can ap-
proach for redressal of their
grievances.<The Poonch Haveli
constituency registered 72.71
per cent polling, Mendhar (69.67
per cent), Nowshera (69 per
cent) and Kalakote-Sunderbani
(66.37 percent).

The polling was brisk evenin
Rajouri’s Dangri village where
terrorists had killed seven civil-
ians and injured scores of others
in back to back twin attacks on
January 1-2, 2023.

Since 2021, nearly 33 Army
personnel and over a dozen ter-
rorists have been killed at differ-
ent places in Rajouri and Poonch.
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Voters at a polling station on the outskirts of Srinagar on Wednesday. Shuaib Masoodi
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DIPLOMATS FROM 13
COUNTRIES OBSERVE
VOTING INKASHMIR

Srinagar: Diplomats from at
least 15 countries including
the US visited Kashmir on
Wednesday to “observe” the
elections. Inafirst, diplomats
of the rank of Charge
d'Affaires or Deputy Chiefs of
Mission visited polling
booths in the Valley on the
invitation of the Ministry of
External Affairs. After land-
ing in Srinagar, the diplomats
were taken to polling booths
in Budgam and Srinagar.
Meanwhile, former CM
Omar Abdullah questioned
the move to invite the dele-
gation. “What was the need
to invite this delegation to
Kashmir? This is to send a
message that people are sat-
isfied with the decisions of
August 5,2019,” he said. ENS

Budgam, Ganderbal turnout falls from 2014
polls, Srinagar voting lowest of 3 Valley dists

BASHAARAT MASOOD

& NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR, BUDGAM,
GANDERBAL, SEPTEMBER 25

AT KANGAN, men and women in
long snaky queues waited for their
turn. At many polling stations of
Beerwah, the women voters out-
numbered the men. In Srinagar,
there was only a trickle of voters.
As the 15 seats of the Valley
went to the polls in the second
phase on Wednesday, there were
contrasting images — enthusias-
tic voters, men and women,
young and old, turned out in

PM: Instablity within Cong, its
infighting will ruin Haryana

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 25

ATTACKING THE Congress as the
“mother of corruption in our na-
tion”, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday accused
the party of handing over
Haryana to “dalaals (brokers)”
and “damaads (sons-in-law)”
and urged voters in the poll-
bound state to vote for the BJPon
October 5 for the sake of “better
job opportunities” and “better
development”.

“Even if by mistake Congress
comes to power, it will ruin
Haryana due toits infighting. The
manner in which Congress’s in-
fighting is increasing, the entire
state is watching it. Giving your
vote to Congress means opening
doors for disaster. This instability
within Congress will hugely im-
pactthe governance and develop-
ment of Haryana,” Modi said, ad-
dressing the BJP’s Jan Ashirward
rally in Gohanain Sonipat district.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Haryana CM Nayab
Saini in Sonipat on Wednesday. P11

CM Nayab Singh Saini, state
BJP president Mohan Lal Badoli
and the 22 BJP candidates con-
testing the Assembly seats un-
der the Sonipat, Panipat, Rohtak
and Jind districts shared the
stage with the PM.

Union minister Manohar Lal
Khattar, who was campaigning
for the BJP’s nominee in Kalka
Assembly constituency, was not
present on the stage. Khattar was

also not present at the PM’s
Kurukshetra rally.

Slamming the main opposi-
tion party, Modi said Congress
governments are known for “in-
stability.” “In the past few years
wherever it formed govern-
ments, chief ministers and min-
isters were involved in infight-
ing. They have nothing to do
with the pain and problems of
the people,” Modi said.

‘Rat-like’ RSS invaded Jharkhand: Hemant

Ranchi: Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren on Wednesday
compared the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh with “rats”
and accused both the BJP and the
RSS of attempting to undermine
communal harmony in the state
for electoral gains.

Addressing a rally at
Bhognadih in Sahibganj, Soren
claimed that the BJP is sowing
discord between Hindu and
Muslim communities, specifi-

cally pointing to Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma's
involvement.

“RSSisinvading the state like
rats and destroying it. Chase such
forces away when you see them
entering your villages with local
liquor..They want to create com-
munal disturbances and tension
ahead of elections for political
gains," Soren said while speak-
ing virtually from Ranchi.

Soren alleged that the BJP is

intent on fostering hatred be-
tween communities, predicting
an increase in provocative inci-
dents such as throwing meat
into temples and mosques.

He characterised the BJP as a
party of traders and industrialists,
accusingitof buying political lead-
ersforitsagenda,anapparent ref-
erence to former Jharkhand CM
Champai Soren who embraced
BJPrecently saying he was "disre-
spected” by the JMM. PTI

large numbers in Ganderbal and
Budgam districts but the major-
ity of voters stayed away from the
polling booths in Srinagar.

The Chief Electoral Officer
PanduragPole said that29.81per-
centvotes were polled in Srinagar
while the turnout in Ganderbal
and Budgam districts was 62.51
and 62.98 percent respectively.
The figures reveal that while
Srinagar has seen a marginal in-
crease from the turnout in 2014
Assembly polls, the Ganderbal
and Budgam districts have seena
steep decline. In the 2014
Assembly elections, the eight
seats of Srinagar district had

recorded an average turnout of
27.77 percent while it was 73.11
and 67.21 percent in Ganderbal
and Budgam districts respectively.

The turnout, however, has
seenamarginal increase fromthe
2024 Lok Sabhaelections as tradi-
tionally more people come out to
vote during the Assembly elec-
tions than parliamentary polls.

Long queues of voters could be
seenacross the five constituencies
of the Budgam district.

The Budgam seat is a direct
contest between National
Conference’s Omar Abdullah and
PDP leader Aga Muntazir Mehdi.

“We have come out to vote be-

INDIA bloc will do
all in its power to

restore statehood to
J&K: Rahul in Jammu

ARUN SHARMA
& NAVEED IQBAL
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 25

THE MODI government took
away Jammu and Kashmir’s
statehood to “benefit outsiders”
and “ruin the prosperity of the
local people”, Congress leader
Rahul  Gandhi  alleged
Wednesday.

“There’s areason behind tak-
ing away your statehood...
Because they want Jammu &
Kashmir to be administered by
outsiders and not the local peo-
ple. All work here gets done
through Lt Governor and the
prosperity of the people of J&K is
ruined,” Congress leader said
while addressing an election
meeting here at Jammu.

Linking the progress of
Jammu and Kashmir with state-
hood, Gandhi said that the
Opposition INDIA bloc will use
allits power to get statehood re-
stored toits people. “We will use
Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabhaand even
hit the streets if needed,” he said.

“Butif BJP did not restore it for
some reason, then thisis the first
work INDIA bloc government,
which will be formed soon, will
do. This is your right,” he said,
adding that downgrading a state
to a UT had never happened be-
fore in post-Independence India.

The Congress leader also crit-

Rahul is welcomed toa
public meeting in Jammu,
on Wednesday. P11

icised the NDA government over
the Goods and Services Tax
regime, which he described as a
“a weapon for extortion” meant
to shut small and medium busi-
ness and “pave way for billion-
aires such as Adani and Ambani”.

“The entire government was
working for their welfare. This has
broken the backbone of small and
medium businesses in Jammu
and Kashmir,” he said, adding that
local people cannot progress and
get jobs unless these are made to
stand on their feet.

On unemployment, Gandhi
said that the youth would get jobs
only if small and medium busi-
nesses are allowed to flourish.

cause we want a political govern-
ment. Nobody is listening to us in
this set-up, we have no one to go
to and no one to listen to our
pleas,” said Mushtag Ahmad, a
26-year-old voter.

In Ganderbal, where Abdullah
islocked inamulti-corner contest,
avotersaid:“Therearedozensof is-
suesof daily life that require urgent
redressal. One of the first things is
the high cost of electricity.”

In Srinagar, there were few
long queues. While a large num-
ber of people assembled outside
polling booths, discussing the
elections, only some of them went
inside to cast their vote.

NEET leak, exam
reforms: Govt
seeks 3 weeks to
submit report

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE CENTRE sought three more
weeks from the Supreme Court
for the committee to submititsre-
porton NTAand the exam process
in the wake of alleged irregulari-
ties in NEET-UG.

Formed in June, the seven-
member panel, headed by former
ISRO chairman KRadhakrishnan,
was supposed to submit its report
to the Union Education Ministry
in two months.

In August, the Supreme Court
had extended the deadline to sub-
mitits report to the Ministry from
August 22 to September 30.

Seeking time till October 21,
the Centre in its application said
that the committee has prepared
a‘“‘comprehensive firstdraft” of its
report, but it needs more im-
provement “to effectively com-
municate the essence of all the de-
liberations and consultations and
bring out a robust road-map for
conducting future national en-
trance tests”. It stated the panel
has held 22 meetings to evaluate
the challenges and complexities
in conducting “high-stake exam-
inations”, potential risks, and se-
curity measures in the process.

Consultations have been held
with exam-conducting agencies,
state governments, police, regu-
latory bodies, academicians, stu-
dents, technology solution advi-
sors, and global testing experts, it
said, adding thatit had also sought
suggestions online.

to avenge Ayodhya loss in prestige UP bypoll; FIR against MP’s son

Faizabad Lok Sabha seat.

While the BJP wants to save
face by wresting Milkipur now,
the SP wants to retain it to make
the BJP “humiliation” complete.

Neither of the two parties has
announced its Milkipur candi-
date yet, but Prasad has indi-
cated that the SP ticket would go
to his son Ajit Prasad. In recent
days, Ajit has found himself fac-
ing an FIR alleging assault and
kidnapping from one Ravi
Kumar Tiwari. The BJP has been
calling it an example of Ajit’s
“goondaism”, with the fact that
Tiwari is a Brahmin adding a
caste angle to the case.

On Monday, BJP IT Cell chief
Amit Malviya posted on X: “The

son of the Faizabad MP, whom
Akhilesh has been holding close
to his heart, had kidnapped Ravi
Tiwari and beaten him up.” The
BJP leader also alleged that inci-
dents of rape and hooliganism
have “increased since the SP’s Lok
Sabha victory”.

The SP calls the whole
episode “political vendetta” by
the BJP, driven by “the fear of
loss”. “The BJPis doing this out of
frustration and fear of losing the
seat. The repeated visits of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath and
ministers to the constituency
show that they are jittery. This
(filing of the FIR against Ajit)isa
smaller version of the misuse of
the CBI and ED,” SP spokesper-

Awadhesh
Prasad
was an
MLA from
Milkipur

son and former Ayodhya MLA
Pawan Pandey said.

Prasad has announced a
protest on October 1 to highlight
the BJP’s “atrocities against the
deprived classes”. Ajit, who has
been touring the constituency,
has not commented on the FIR
registered against him.

While the SP is yet to offi-
cially declare Ajit asits candidate,
Prasad claims that SP chief

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

Akhilesh Yadav had approved his
candidature from Milkipur after
consultations with party cadre.

Local SP leaders say Ajit was
to make his political debut in the
2017 Assembly polls from
Jagdishpur in Amethi, but could
not as the seat went to the
Congress in the seat-sharing be-
tween the two parties.

The Dalit vs Brahmin line in
the FIR, which related to the al-
leged incident that occurred in
Faizabad City on Saturday after-
noon after a dispute between
Ajitand Prasad over commission
inaland purchase case, is signif-
icant as the Milkipur segment —
which Prasad represented till he
won the Lok Sabha polls — has a

significant SC population, but
also a substantial number of
Brahmins. At around a lakh in
the seat, Brahmins, in fact, match
the dominant SC groups of Pasis
and Koris in numbers, and are
seen as holding the key to the
electoral outcome there.

A significant chunk of the
Brahmin community is believed
to have supported Prasad, who
belongs to the Pasi community,
in the recent Lok Sabha as well
as the 2022 Assembly polls.
Further, the Koris may not rally
en masse behind the SP as the
BSP is planning to field a candi-
date from the community.

Additionally, the SP-Congress
front has not got its act together

yet, with the Congress flexing its
muscle post the Lok Sabha re-
sults and preparing for all 10 by-
poll seats. In Milkipur, it has ap-
pointed grassroots Brahmin
worker Sanjay Tiwari as its me-
dia incharge. The BJP is running
on a united Hindu plank, with
Adityanath repeatedly empha-
sising, “Batenge to katenge (di-
vided we fall)”.

Pandey dismissed the notion
that Brahmins may support the
BJP due to the FIR against Ajit.
“During the SPregime, Brahmins
were not targeted as they are
now in fake encounters. We are
confident they will support us
like they have done in the past,”

he said.
|

Casteangle
® emerges

EXPLAINED

ABRAHMIN vs Dalit nar-
rative is developing in
Milkipur. Ajit Prasad —
the son of SP’s Faizabad
MP Awadhesh Prasad
and the likely party can-
didate from Milkipur — is
accused of kidnapping
and assaulting one Ravi
Kumar Tiwari. Brahmins
are seen as holding the
key to the electoral out-
come in the seat.
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Even Cong could not have made a better film
on Indira: Expert who reviewed Emergency

Malayalam
actor
Edavela
!I; .i o & Babu
Malayalam actor

Edavela Babu
held for rape,
released on bail

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 25

KERALA POLICE Wednesday ar-
rested Malayalam actor Edavela
Babu on charges of rape.

However, due to the antici-
patory bail granted by the court
earlier, he was released on bail
after the medical examination,
police said.

The rape allegations against
Babu came earlier this year after
Hema Committee report’srelease.
Several actors, including actor-
MLA M Mukesh and Siddique,
have been accused of rape follow-
ing the report’s release last month.

Until he resigned in June,
Babu had served as the general
secretary of Association of
Malayalam Movie Artistes
(AMMA) for several years.

On Tuesday, M Mukesh was
arrested and released on bail. In
both cases, the complainant was
the same. In her complaint, an
actor claimed she had contacted
Babu and Mukesh to get mem-
bership in AMMA in 2010.

Granting them anticipatory
bail earlier this year, the court
had noted the complainant’s
statement did not show any use
of force on the part of the ac-
cused. The complainant had
“willingly” gone to Mukesh’s
house in Kochi and had report-
edly approached Babu for mem-
bership in AMMA.

Karnataka BJP

MLA, accused of
rape, sent to SIT
custody till Oct 5

Bengaluru: A special court in
Bengaluru Tuesday sent BJP MLA
Munirathna, arrested on charges
of rape and harassment, to SIT
custody till October 5.
Munirathna, Rajarajeshwari
Nagar MLA, who is currently in
judicial custody, was arrested for
allegedly raping a social worker.
The Karnataka government had
constituted the SIT headed by IPS
officer B K Singh to investigate
three cases against the BJP MLA.
The SIT Monday officially rec-
eived files related to the case and
produced him before the court
next day seeking his custody for
further investigation. ENS

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

ACTOR AND BJP MP Kangana
Ranaut’s Emergencyisa “factual”
and “sympathetic” film about
former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, historian Makkhan Lal,
whowas invited as a “subject ex-
pert” by the Central Board of
Film Certification (CBFC) to view
and offer his comments on the
film, told The Indian Express,
adding that even the Congress
could not have done a better job.

The film’s release, originally
slated for September 6, has been
delayed pending CBFC
certification.

On September 18, the CBFC
informed the Bombay High Court
that its examining committee,
“owing to the narrative and sub-
ject of the film”, had invited a
“subject expert” during the
screening, and that Lal’s presence
was requested for this purpose.

The High Court ordered the
CBFCtodecide onthe film’s certi-
fication by September 26.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Lal, who co-authored NCERT’s hi-
story textbooks during NDA-I go-
vernment, said, “Congress knows
I am not a great admirer of the
party. But still, facts have to be ac-
cepted. And a personality of Mrs
Gandbhi'’s stature needs to be re-
spected. My reaction, whenIsaw
the film, was that even the Co-
ngress could not have made a bet-
ter historical film on Mrs Gandhi.
She (Kangana) has not deviated
even 0.01% from the facts. This is
one of the most sympathetic
films I have ever seen on a politi-
calleader. It's not at all partial.”

However, the historian
added he did have one sugges-
tion on the film’s ending. “My
main suggestion was that the
film ends with a shot of Mrs
Gandhi. I felt this would create a
problem. I suggested that in-
stead of ending the film with her

‘DILLICHALO’ AGITATION

Khanauri: Protester
found hanging in tent;
farmers say ‘first
suicide since Feb 13’

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, SEPTEMBER 25

A 53-YEAR-old farm labourer
protesting at the Khanauri bor-
der since the launch of the ‘Dilli
Chalo’ agitation was found hang-
ing in a tent at the camp
Wednesday morning, police
said. Protesting farmers said this
is the first suicide at the border
and the 27th death since February
13, when the agitation started.

Baljinder Singh, the chowki
in-charge under Tharua police
station, Patran, who visited the
spot said, “Primary facie it’s a sui-
cide case. The body is at Patran
government hospital. We are
taking action as per section 194
(police to enquire and report on
suicide, etc.) of the BNSS.”

A member of the Bhartiya
Kisan Union (Sidhupur), Gurmeet
Singh, aresident of Thuthianwala
village in Mansa, a landless farm
labourer, had come to Khanauri
on February 13 when the protest
morchawas started and never re-
turned his home since then, farm-
ers at the camp said.

According to farmers, no one
was in the tent in the morning
around 8, everyone was busy do-

ing daily chores. When some
farmers returned to the tent
around 8.30 am, they found
Gurmeet hanging, they said.

“Gurmeet was taken to a
nearby government hospital in
Patran, Patiala, but was pro-
nounced dead upon arrival,”
BKU (Sidhupur) senior leader
Kaka Singh Kotda said.

Kotda said, “The postmortem
will be done when government
assures us about compensation
and a job for a family member. We
are talking to the administration.”

Tejveer Singh, spokesperson
of the Shaheed Bhagat Singh
(Haryana), part of the morcha,
said, “This s the first suicide and
27th death since February 13.”

“Gurmeet used to look after
the electric supply at the mor-
cha. Afew days ago, he asked me
if the government would listen
to farmers’ demands... This is
high time for the government to
wake up,” said BKU (Sidhupur)
president Jagjit Singh Dallewal,
also coordinator of the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (non-political).

Gurmeet is survived by his
wife Paramjeet Kaur, daughter
Dasmanpreet Kaur (27)and two
sons — Satkartar Singh (25) and
Prabhjot Singh (19).

Amid backlash, Kangana takes

back remarks on far

SAURABHPARASHAR
SHIMLA, SEPTEMBER 25

FACING BACKLASH and censure
from her own party for calling to
bring back the farm laws repealed
in 2021, BJP’'s Mandi MP Kangana
Ranaut Wednesday withdrew her
statement and expressed regret
as the party swung to defuse the
crisis amid the Haryana Assembly
polls campaign.

The actor-politician said on X,
“Ineed to keep in mind thatam
nolongerjustafilmstarbutalsoa
BJP worker. My party’s views
should be my views and my opin-
ions should not contradict the
party’s stance. I regret if my opin-
ion hurt anyone, and I take back
my words.”

“In recent days, the media
asked me questions about farm-
ers and farm laws. I responded
by saying that farmers should
urge PM Narendra Modi to bring
back the three farm laws. When
these laws were proposed, many
of us supported them. However,
with immense sensitivity and
empathy, our honourable PM
withdrew them. Itis our duty as
party workers to uphold the dig-
nity of the PM's Minister’s
words,” she said,

OnMonday, while interacting
with the media at Nachan, which
is part of her Mandi constituency,
Ranaut had said that farmers and
the government should bring
back the three farm laws.

Earlier in the day, BJP
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia dis-
tanced the party from Ranaut’s
comments. “The party has notau-
thorised her for making any such

Kangana Ranaut pays
tribute to Bharatiya Jana
Sangh founder Deendayal
Upadhyaya on his birth
anniversary, Wednesday. P11

statement and nor does her stand
reflect the BJP’s views,” he said.

While the Himachal BJP had
said that Ranaut’s remarks were
her “personal view”, Congress and
AAP leaders had condemned her
statements saying the BJP was
“using her to further its anti-
farmer agenda”. Farmer union
leaders also reacted to the com-
ments, saying it was Ranaut’s “tac-
tic” to stay in the spotlight.

Farmer leader seeks
action over remarks

Punjab farmer leader Sarwan
Singh Pandher sought action
against Ranaut Wednesday for
her remarks.

Pandher, who heads the
Kisan Mazdoor Morcha, said, “If
the BJP-led Centre has already
repealed those laws and if its
elected MP makes a statement
on those laws, action should be
taken against her. Can anybody
speak on policy matters and
then say it was his or her per-
sonal view?”. WITHPTIINPUTS

m laws

Kharge, Rahul
hit out at BJP for
“trying to bring
back farm laws’

New Delhi: Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge Wednesday
hit out at BJP saying the party
was “already talking about
bringing back the farm laws”.

He was reacting to BJP MP
Kangana Ranaut’s remarks on
bringing back the three farm laws
repealed in November 2021.

“Even after the martyrdom of
750 farmers, the anti-farmer BJP
and Modi government did not re-
alize their grave crime! There is
talk of re-implementing the three
black anti-farmer laws. The Con-
gress strongly opposes this. The
Modi government crushed the
farmers under vehicles, used
barbed wire, tear gas from drones,
nails and guns against our food
providers, and this is something
that 62 crore farmers of India will
never forget. This time, farmers
fromall electoral states, including
Haryana, will give a befitting re-
ply to derogatory remarks of the
PM himself in Parliament, calling
them ‘agitators’ and ‘parasites’,”
Kharge posted on X.

Inavideo message on X, Lead-
er of Opposition Rahul Gandhi
said, “Who is deciding governm-
ent’s policy? A BJP MP or PM
Modi?”. “Even after martyrdom
of more than 700 farmers, espe-
cially farmers of Haryana and
Punjab, BJP people are not satis-
fied. INDIA won't allow any con-
spiracy of BJP against our farmers
to succeed.” ENS

The Bombay HC has directed
CBFC to decide the film’s
certification by Sept 26

death, the filmmakers should
show, maybe in 20 to 30 sec-
onds, what happened after that:
Rajiv Gandhi’s infamous state-
ment of ‘when a tree falls...” and

the subsequent massacre of
Sikhs. Otherwise, it is going to be
a problem because it will be-
come a one-sided film,” he said.

“Tobalance it, you must show
what happened immediately af-
ter that... the impact has to be
shown. And [ had submitted this
in writing (to CBFC) in my three-
and-a-half-page note,” said Lal,
who has been associated with
Aligarh Muslim University and
has been a fellow at the Viveka-
nanda International Foundation.

During the September 18
hearing, the CBFC informed the
Bombay HC that the Board’s
chairman Prasoon Joshi had de-
cided to refer the matter of the
film’s certification to the revis-
ing committee. The examining
committee had already cleared
the film for UA certification, but
this was put on hold in the wake
of protests and representations
received by several Sikh groups.

According to sources, this was
mainly because of two scenes.

MUDA LAND ALLOTMENT

Day after HC setback, special
court orders probe against CM

Lokayukta Police to investigate; not afraid: Siddaramaiah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 25

DAY AFTER the Karnataka High
Court upheld the sanction gran-
ted by Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot against CM Siddaramaiah,
a special court Wednesday or-
dered Lokayukta Police to probe
into the alleged irregularities in
MUDA site allotment.

On Tuesday, the HC had also
vacated its August 19 interim or-
der directing the Special Court to
defer the decision on complaints
against the CIVL.

On Wednesday, the Special
Court, exclusively to deal with
criminal cases related to former
and elected MPs/MLAs issued the
order, directing the Lokayukta po-
licein Mysuru toinitiate an inves-
tigation on the complaint filed by
RTI activist Snehamayi Krishna.

Special Court judge Santhosh
Gajanana Bhat ordered thatare-
port be submitted before the
court within 90 days.

Hailing the order, Krishna
said that after the FIR is filed, he
would appeal to the HC to hand
over the probe to CBL

Following the order, Siddara-
maiah reiterated that he was
ready to face an investigation
and “not afraid of a probe.”

Home Minister G Parames-

“There’s one scene (from the
film’s trailer) in which some Sikhs
canbe seen opening fire on inno-
cents, and another where
Bhindranwale is seen striking a
deal with Sanjay Gandhi and
promising to bring votes for Indira
Gandbhi’s party in exchange for a
separate Sikh state,” a source said.

Several Sikh organisations
have written to the CBFC and ap-
proached the courts to halt the
film’s release, citing concerns
over its portrayal of Sikhs.

Lal said this “controversy is to-
tally unwarranted”. “Is Bhin-
dranwale representative of the
entire Sikh community? Bhindra-
nwale is an individual, a proper
noun, not a collective noun. So
where is the question of misrep-
resentation of Sikhs?” he said.

The film’s story is written by
Ranaut, who plays the lead role,
and its screenplay by Ritesh Shah.
Italso stars Anupam Kher, Shreyas
Talpade, Mahima Choudharyand
the late Satish Kaushik.

JD(S) workers protest in Bengaluru on Wednesday. P11

hwarasaid Lokayukta policeisan
independentbody and is “not un-
der anyone’s mercy, they will in-
vestigate independently.”

“CM Siddaramaiah has said
he is ready for any probe... what
investigation and other things let
the order come,” he said.

Coming out in support of
Siddaramaiah again, Deputy CM
DK Shivakumar said, “We are
confident there is no involve-
ment of the CM. [ am making it
very clear. He will come out
clean.”

Mounting a fresh attack, state
BJP chief BY Vijayendra said, “...
We urge the CM, before he re-
signs, he should order the probe
to be handed over to independ-
ent agency CBI, for free and im-
partial probe.”

Holding posters, placards and
raising slogans, members of BJP
Yuva Morcha marched towards
“Cauvery” — the CM’s official res-
idence — but the police took
them into preventive custody
and whisked them away inabus.

Former Karnataka Lokayukta
Justice Santosh Hegde said the
CM should resign in view of the
“serious allegations.”

The complaints have alleged
corruption in the acquisition of
3.16acres of land in Kesare village
of Mysuru in 2004 by Siddar-
amaiah’s brother-in-law B M
Mallikarjun, who gifted the land
in 2010 to Siddaramaiah's wife
Parvathi BM, and the subsequent
allotment of 14 housing sites by
the MUDA in 2021 undera 50:50
scheme. WITHPTIINPUTS

HC initiates inquiry against judge
over ‘negligence’ in rape case trial

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL, SEPTEMBER 25

THE MADHYA Pradesh High
court has initiated an inquiry
against two judicial officers —in-
cluding a judge — over the con-
victionof a tribal maninaminor’s
rape for partially ignoring the
findings of a DNA report during
trial. The report had claimed that
some of the accused’s blood sam-
ples did not match the evidence
taken from the scene of crime.
Inits ruling on September 21,
aBench of justices Vivek Agrawal
and Devnarayan Mishra said
Special POCSO judge Vivek Singh
Raghuwanshi and an Assistant
District Prosecution Officer B K
Verma had been negligent in
their duties while trying a tribal
man for the rape of a 14-year-old.
The accused was sentenced

to a 20-year imprisonment.

Inits order, the Bench said an
“inquiry be instituted against the
conduct of ADPO B K Verma in
not conducting the trial properly
and not exhibiting the DNA re-
port and also an enquiry be in-
stituted against (judge) Vivek
Singh Raghuwanshi for his neg-
ligence and dereliction of duty in
not marking exhibit on that re-
port and not recording state-
ments of the accused in relation
to that DNA report”.

“It was well within his rights
to have marked as Court exhibit,
and record statements of ac-
cused under Section 313 (exam-
ination of an accused) of the
Code of Criminal Procedure in
relation to that DNA report,” the
court said.

The court has asked the trial
court to reconsider the DNA ev-
idence and permit the accused

to cross examine the witnesses
and pass a fresh judgment.

The accused Babu Lal Singh
Gond had moved HC through his
lawyer Madan Singh, with a plea
to suspend his sentence.

The HC noted that the pros-
ecutor “for the reasons not
known to us chose not to exhibit
the DNA report which was al-
ready produced in the court” by
the police.

“Even after taking that report
on record and signing the note-
sheet, (the) concerned judge was
also complacent in not marking
exhibit on the said report and
putting questions to the accused
while taking his statement un-
der Section 313 of the CrPC. For
this reason, we are of the opin-
ion that both the trial court and
the ADPO are prima facie guilty
of negligence and dereliction of
duty,” the court said.
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HC JUDGE’S COMMENTS

Top court says
judges should
be aware of own
predispositions

Court closes suo motu proceedings

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

UNDERLINING THAT judges
should be aware of their own pre-
dispositions, the Supreme Court
on Wednesday said calling any
partof India “Pakistan” is contrary
to the country’s territorial in-
tegrity. The court was hearing a
matter in which it had taken suo
motu cognisance of video clips of
“objectionable comments” made
by a Karnataka HC judge in the
course of two hearings.

On September 20, a five-
judge bench presided by CJIDY
Chandrachud had sought a re-
port from the HC Registrar
General about the alleged re-
marks made on June 6 and
August 28, 2024.

On Wednesday, the bench,
also comprising Justices Sanjiv
Khanna, B R Gavai, Surya Kant
and Hrishikesh Roy, after perus-
ing the report of the Registrar
General decided against contin-
uing the proceedings as the judge
concerned, Justice Vv
Srishananda, had tendered a
public apology from his court-
room on September 21.

“Bearing in mind the apology
which has been tendered by the
judge of the High Court, in the
course of the open court proceed-
ings on September 21, 2024, we
consider it in the interest of jus-
tice and the dignity of the institu-
tion to not pursue these proceed-
ings further,” the SC bench said.

The bench, however, said “the
text of the report, which has been
submitted by the Registrar
General, would amply indicate
that the observations which were
made in the course of the pro-
ceedings before the High Court of
Karnataka were unrelated to the
course of the proceedings and
should have bestbeen eschewed”.

The SC also said that the pro-
ceedings which took place before
the court of Justice V Srishananda
on September 21 “indicate that
the judge has indicated that (1)

certain observations made by him
have been quoted out of context
in social media; (2) the observa-
tionin the course of the court pro-
ceedings were unintentional and
were not intended to hurt the feel-
ings of any segment of society or
any individualiin particular; (3)an
apology is being tendered if any
section of society or any individ-
ual has been directly or indirectly
hurt by the observations...”

The court also made some
“general” observations before
closing the proceedings.

It said that “video-conferenc-
ing and live-stream of proceed-
ings have emerged as an impor-
tant outreach facility of courts to
promote access to justice. At the
same time, all stakeholders in the
judicial system... have to be con-
scious of the fact that the reach of
the proceedings does not extend
to merely those who are physi-
cally present but also to audiences
well beyond the physical
precincts of the court...”

“Asjudges, we are conscious of
the fact that each individual has a
certain degree of accumulated
predispositions based on our ex-
periences of life... At the same time,
it'simportant that every judge
should be aware of their own pre-
dispositions. The heartand soul of
judgingis the need to be impartial
and fair...,” said the bench.

“...Casual observations may
well reflect a certain degree of in-
dividual bias, particularly when
they are likely to be perceived as
being directed toa particular gen-
der or community. Courts, there-
fore, have to be careful not tomake
comments in the course of judi-
cial proceedings, which may be
construed as being misogynistic
or for that matter, prejudicial to
any segment of our society”.

Since the Karnataka HC is not
a party to the proceedings, the
bench said it desisted from mak-
ingany further observations, “save
and except to express our serious
concernabout both the reference
togender and to a segment of the
community”.

RG Kar tense again as
junior docs chase away
ex-principal’s ‘lobby’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER 25

TENSION RETURNED to the RG
Kar Medical College and Hospital
in Kolkata Wednesday as prot-
esting junior doctors entered
into a scuffle with a group of doc-
tors, house staff, and interns who
appeared before an internal in-
quiry committee investigating
allegations of a “threat culture”
within the institution.

A group of 51 doctors, house
staff,and interns were summoned
by the inquiry panel for allegedly
fostering a culture of intimidation
on the hospital campus.

On Wednesday, 12 of them --
including senior PGT medic Ashis
Pandey, belonging to the
Trinamool Congress Chhatra
Parishad and known to have ties
with Sandip Ghosh, former prin-
cipal - appeared before the panel.

During the hearing, the
protesting junior doctors occu-
pied the area outside the hospi-

tal superintendent's office where
the 12 deposed. When they were
leaving, junior doctors chanted
slogans like “down with threat
culture” and “down with north
Bengal lobby”. As the junior doc-
tors chased the group, they were
escorted out by CISF personnel.
The “north Bengal lobby”
refers to a group of doctors em-
ployed in government-run hos-
pitals and medical colleges. The
doctors belonging to the group
have been accused of “threaten-
ing” junior doctors of RG Kar. The
doctors of the group are believed
to be close associates of Ghosh.
The junior doctors also
slammed the BJP, accusing it of
“trying to use the movement for
the petty interests of grabbing
the power in the state”. “We
have made one thing clear. We
will not allow those who have
garlanded rapists in Hathras-
Kathua-Unnao to use our move-
ment in the game of grabbing
power,” junior doctors said.
WITHPTIINPUTS

In MP, BJP membership drive runs into ABVP protest

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL, SEPTEMBER 25

A MEGA membership exercise
carried out by BJP in Madhya
Pradesh ran into rough weather
atagovernment college in Indore.
But it wasn’t the opposition they
were expecting - rather, the RSS-
affiliated student organisation,
ABVP, was the one that protested
against the drive, asking that
“temples of learning not be
turned into hotbeds of politics”.
Armed with the slogans of
“Jabjab chhatra bola hai, raj sing-
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hasan dola hai (whenever the
student has spoken, the throne
has shaken)”, ABVP students
protested against the principal
at Government Holkar Science
College, even as Indore-3 MLA
Golu Shukla and BJP Indore city
president Gaurav Randive tried
to reason with students.
Eventually, principal Suresh T
Silawat issued a written order
that “no political event will take
place” inside college premises
“without the ABVP’s consent.”
The BJP has set itself a target
of enrolling 100 membersineach
of the 64,871 booths in Madhya

Pradesh. Tuesday, when ABVP
students at the college were at-
tending classes, they spotted
some BJP workers entering the
campus foramembership drive.
ABVP Indore city secretary
Ritesh Patel told The Indian Express,
“We found some BJP workers car-
rying out membership drives. We
asked why this was being done
and found that the principal had
given permission. The principal
said we can't deny them permis-
sion, so we began protesting.”
Patel said, “We told them that
today, the BJP has come, and to-
morrow, some other party will.

We said this should be a temple of
learning, nota hotbed of politics.”
Another senior ABVP mem-
ber said, “There may be ideologi-
cal similarities between the ABVP
and BJP but that doesn't mean we
will allow them to enter cam-
puses. We protested in four other
colleges when we got to know
about membership drives.”
Senior BJP leaders in Indore
and Bhopal told The Indian
Express that the “misunder-
standing” has been resolved.
MLA Shukla said, “ABVP and
BJP are the same. They did not op-
pose us. We resolved the issue.

Some workers may have gonein-
side college campuses and there
may have beena misunderstand-
ing.” Randive said “the BJP mem-
bership drive in Indore was a suc-
cess with 5 lakh new members”.

“This incident was a misun-
derstanding. ABVP works inside
the campus, we were outside.
ABVP hasits own stand. We have
tried our best to tell them we will
do the membership outside col-
lege campus,” he told The Indian
Express. BJP spokesperson Nare-
ndra Saluja said the ABVP will not
oppose thedrive. “ABVPis our stu-
dent body. Thereis noissue now.”
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Security officials say ‘Kuki militants’ intel
inputs ‘not substantiated’, CMO bactracks

Statement comes at a time when relations between CM Biren and security forces are at all-time low

ODISHA

2 students hit
by Deputy CM'’s
escortcar, hurt

Bhubaneswar: Two stu-
dents of a primary school
sustained injuries after
being hit by the escort ve-
hicle of Odisha’s deputy
chief minister Pravati
Parida at Mahajansahi
near Gop in Puri district.
The injured students are
studying in class-V and
Class-1. The escort vehicle
of the deputy CM hit
them while they were re-
turning from school, said
a police officer. The stu-
dents were rushed to Gop
hospital and later sent to
a private hospital in
Bhubaneswar. Parida vis-
ited the Gop hospital and
inquired their health con-
dition. “By God’s grace the
condition of the students
are stable now. I have sent
them to a private hospital
foradvanced treatment,”
she said. ENS

UTTARPRADESH
Courtacquits
6in Sitapur
murder case

Lucknow: A court in
Sitapur sentenced a 34-
year-old businessman to
lifeimprisonment and ac-
quitted six other accused
in a triple murder case,
where a 30-year-old
woman and her two mi-
nor daughters were
strangled to death in
2018. The medical report
confirmed that one of the
minor girls had been
raped. In its ruling, the
court criticised the police
investigation, calling it
“negligent.” In its ruling,
the court criticised the
police investigation, call-
ing it “negligent.” The
court noted that the in-
vestigating officer ap-
peared to have attempted
to destroy evidence in-
stead of collecting it prop-
erly. ENS

GUJARAT
Protest over
‘namazon
campus’

Ahmedabad: A day after
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) and Bajrang Dal
staged a protest at Ganpat
University following
videos of students pur-
portedly offering namaaz
on campus, the university
located in Kherva,
Mehsana, issued a state-
ment Wednesday saying
that the students in the
video were new and un-
aware of the rules. Videos
of students purportedly
offering namaaz on the
campus of the private
university surfaced ear-
lier this week following
which, on Tuesday, VHP
and Bajrang Dal members
staged a protest by recit-
ing Hanuman Chalisa
and Ram Dhun, and
sprinkled 'gau mutra’
outside its gates. Videos
of the protest too went
viral. ENS

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,SEPTEMBER 25

IN AN unusual move, Manipur
Security Advisor Kuldiep Singh
and Director General of Police
Rajiv Singh issued a joint state-
ment on Wednesday night stat-
ing that a recent intelligence in-
putissued by the Chief Minister’s
Office on “over 900 Kuki mili-
tants” entering the state from
Myanmar could not be substan-
tiated on the ground.
Soonafterwards, the CMOalso
backtracked onits earlier input.
On September 17, an intelli-
gence input from the CMO to the
DGP, Security Advisor, Chief
Secretary and Home
Commissioner was “leaked” and
widely circulated, spreading
panic among residents of
Manipur’s Meitei-majority valley.
It stated that “over 900 Kuki

militants, newly trained in the
use of drone-based bombs, pro-
jectiles, missiles and jungle war-
fare, have entered Manipur from
Myanmar”. It went on to state
that they are grouped in units of
30 and are “scattered in the pe-
riphery”, and that they are “ex-
pected to launch multiple coor-
dinated attacks on Meitei
villages around September 28”.
Days later, Security Advisor
Singh addressed reporters on
September 20 and said that se-
curity agencies, particularly the
Assam Rifles, have been put on
high alertin the hill districts bor-
dering Myanmar in light of the
input. He said that the matter
was discussed in a Strategic
Operation Group meeting
chaired by him, bringing to-
gether top officials from various
security agencies, including the
Army, Assam Rifles, Central
Reserve Police Force, Border

%

CMNBiren Singh and
Manipur Security Advisor
Kuldiep Singh. File

Security Force, and state police.

His statement had been crit-
icised by Kuki-Zo groups, with
the the Indigenous Tribal
Leaders’ Forum saying he was
amplifying “devious propaganda
to defame the Kuki-Zo people
and use it as a pretext to attack
Kuki-Zo volunteers”.

On Wednesday, the two top
security officials of the state is-
sued a “clarification”, stating that
“the input was verified from dif-

ferent quarters, but it could not
be substantiated on ground”.

“However, security forces de-
ployed on the ground are placed
ona high alert to protect the lives
and properties of citizens. All
communities are assured of their
safety. They are advised not to be-
lieve in any rumours or unverified
information,” reads the statement.

Following the joint state-
ment, the CMO also wrote to the
Information and Public Relations
Department as well as the secu-
rity officials backtracking on its
earlier input.

"Based on information gath-
ered on movement of armed
groups, this office had shared in-
telligence inputs... to enable the
police department to use its ma-
chinery and network to develop
the said information so as to de-
termine actionability. It is now
ascertained that possibility of
any such misadventure by

armed groups is remote. The
public need not worry furtherin
this regard,” reads the note, re-
questing that the public relations
department circulate the infor-
mation with the public.

The Indian Express had last
week reported on the breakdown
in the relationship between
Manipur Chief Minister N Biren
Singh and the security establish-
mentin the state, particularly the
Security Advisor and the DGP.

This was the second time
that intelligence inputs sent by
the CMO to the top security offi-
cials had been “leaked” into pub-
lic domain. Earlier, a communi-
cation sent from the CMO to
them was released, which re-
ferred to an alert sent by the
CMOinJanuary onreports of the
movement of “about 200 Kuki-
Zo militants from
Churachandpur to areas border-
ing Jiribam”.

250 mm rain in 6 hrs: Mumbai brought to its knees

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 25

TORRENTIAL DOWNPOUR bat-
tered Mumbai on Wednesday
with several pockets of the sub-
urbs receiving over 250 mmrain
within six hours. The intense
spells triggered waterlogging
across several areas, leading to
heavy waterlogging, traffic
snarls, disruption of train serv-
ices and diversion of at least 14
flights at the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport.
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) updated its
warning andissued ared alertin
Mumbai and Thane — first for
this month — which will be in
place till 8.30 am, Thursday.
According to the weather bu-
reau, heavy rain is here to stay

A waterlogged railway station in Mumbai on Wednesday. Deepak Joshi

with an orange warning
sounded in Mumbai and Thane
districts for Thursday.

IMD data showed that while
heavy rain was recorded until

Wednesday morning, just 16
mm rainfall was recorded in the
city and suburbs between 8.30
amand 5.30 pm.

However, by evening, rainfall

RSS new headquarters finally gets
Delhi Urban Arts panel approval

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE DELHI Urban Arts
Commission (DUAC) recently
gave the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)’s
new office in the national capi-
tal’s Jhandewalan area its no-ob-
jection certificate (NOC) for com-
pletion, bringing it a step closer
to inauguration.

DUAC had considered the
proposal for NOC for Keshav
Kunj at its meeting on August 1,
but decided not to grant it due to
lack of documentation, the min-
utes of the meeting showed. At
its meeting on August 29, DUAC
approved the certificate.

“The proposal for NOC for
completion (Part-Tower 1and 2)
received (online) at the comple-
tion stage was scrutinised along
with the documentation, draw-
ings, photographs etc. Based on
the documentation, including
drawings and photographs of
the complex, the proposal for
NOC for Completion (Part-Tower
1and 2)is found to be accepted,”

The under-construction RSS
office in New Delhi. File

read the minutes of the August
29 meeting uploaded by DUAC
this week.

While considering the pro-
posal on August 1, DUAC asked
the project’s architect to submit
additional documentation, in-
cluding photos of the construc-
tion vis-a-vis the 3D view of
what was approved when the
project started.

Before a building is given the
completion certificate by the lo-
cal body, the project proponent
has to get NOCs from the agen-
cies concerned, including
DUAC, and the fire department

among others.

The new RSS office in
Jhandewalan is spread over two
12-storey towers with 46,999
square metres of built-up area,
as per the environment clear-
ance accorded to the project in
2018.The buildings have offices,
meeting rooms, conference halls
and a library.

According to the environment
clearance, the projects’ “benefits”
include “benefits to society by
providing educational, social and
cultural learning”. “The institu-
tion will provide employment to
labourers during the construction
phase and employment to per-
sonnel working during the oper-
ation phase. The institutional
building will also enhance the in-
frastructure of the area,” said the
environment clearance.

The project was first ap-
proved by DUACin July 2015 and
then the revised plans were
clearedinJuly 2018, as per DUAC
records. The projectis being car-
ried out by Shree Keshav Samark
Samiti, a Sangh committee
named after RSS founder Keshav
Baliram Hegdewar.

PRINCIPAL HELD FOR SEXUALLY ASSAULTING, KILLING SIX-YEAR-OLD GIRL STUDENT

‘How can teachers be demons’: Gujarat village in shock over minor’s murder

ADITIRAJA
DAHOD, SEPTEMBER 25

IT WAS a regular school day
morning. Around 10.20 am on
September 19, at aremote village
in Gujarat's Dahod district, the
six-year-old and her mother took
a short walk from their home to
the point where the road curved.
They spotted a familiar vehicle -
the principal’s car.

“I'waved and requested him
to take my daughter along to
school, like I have done several
times in the past. He agreed and
my daughter happily went
along,” the woman recalls. That
was the last time she saw her
daughter, the first of her two
children, alive.

On September 22, police ar-
rested the 58-year-old principal
under POCSO Act charges and
BNS sections related to murder
and rape. Police said the accused

attempted to rape the girl on
their way to the school and,
when she resisted, smothered
her to death.

As the evening wore on, and
the family realised that the girl
had not turned up, they began
asking around. The search ended
a few hours later, on the prem-
ises of the primary school - her
body was found in the backyard,
in a small space that separated
the school building from its
boundary wall.

The Dahod police, which in-
vestigated the case, questioned
multiple people - teachers, the
child's classmates, childrenin the
village with whom she would of-
ten walk back home. No one had
seen the girl in school that day.

The school - the only govern-
ment primary school in the
vicinity —is in a neighbouring vil-
lage. Children mostly went to the
school in groups - a 10-15-
minute walk through a partly

paved road, flanked by corn
fields. If their teachers or princi-
pal happened to pass by, they
would hitch aride. Which is why;,
says the mother of the six-year-
old girl, she did not think twice
before sending her daughter
with the principal that morning.
“All through her school life,
she has regularly travelled with
the teachers, including the prin-
cipal. We never suspected any-
thing about his behaviour.”
Since the incident, the fam-
ily's mud house has seen a
stream of visitors - police, polit-
ical leaders, social workers, legal
advisers, media persons and
neighbours. To each of them, the
girl’s parents narrate the events
of that day: how the mother and
daughter, her hair oiled and
neatly plaited, had left for school
that morning before spotting the
principal's car, how they grew
worried when she did not get
home, the hurried walk to

school, the frantic search, the
jump over the boundary wall of
the locked premises, and then,
the discovery of her body.

“We picked her upinourarms
and rushed her to hospital. At the
PHC, they put an oxygen maskon
her face. Then they referred us to
the Limkheda hospital, but there,
they told us our daughter had
died,” says her father.

According to the police, the
principal kept the girl's body in
the car the entire school day.
Once the school emptied out, he
allegedly dumped the body in
the backyard and left. To throw
the police off the scent, he al-
legedly put her bag inside her
classroom and kept her slippers
outside. The man has been re-
manded in police custody until
September 27.

The girl's mother recalls her
conversation with the principal
thatevening. “I called him up af-
ter children from our village told
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intensified and over 250 mm
rainfall battered the city in the
next six hours.

According to the
Brihanmumbai  Municipal

Corporation’s (BMC) automatic
weather station, between 4 pm
and 10 pm, heaviest downpour
was recorded in pockets like
Mankhurd (276 mm), Powai
(274 mm) and Ghatkopar (259
mm), while the western suburbs
received maximum rain in
Jogeshwari (191 mm)and Marol
(176 mm).

Several areas such as Kurla,
Bhandup, Mulund and Andheri
subway were inundated, forc-
ing motorists and pedestrians
wade through ankle-deep level
waters.

Wiaterlogging was reported
across several key carriageways,
including western and eastern
express highways as well as
Amarsons interchange exit at
Breach Candy, resulting in traffic
snarls along the newly launched
coastal road.
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Bengaluru woman’s
murder: Prime
suspect found dead

Police say ‘suicide note has confession’

KIRANPARASHAR

& SUJIT BISOYI
BENGALURU, BHUBANESWAR,
SEPTEMBER 25

A 31-YEAR-OLD man who was
the prime suspect in the murder
a 29-year-old woman in
Bengaluru, whose body was
chopped into pieces and stuffed
in a fridge, was found dead in
Odisha on Wednesday.

Muktirajan Pratap Ray, the
prime suspect in the murder of
Mahalakshmi, was found dead
near Bhuinpur village in
Odisha’s Bhadrak district in the
morning.

On Saturday, police had dis-
covered Mahalakshmi’s body
stored inside a fridge at her res-
idence in Bengaluru’s Vinayaka
Nagar. Police had formed special
teams to nab the accused, and
they eventually zeroed in on Ray
as the prime suspect.

Bengaluru DCP (central)
Shekhar H Tekkannavar con-
firmed to The Indian Express that
Ray had committed suicide.

According to police in
Odisha’s Dhusuri, Roy allegedly
committed suicide by hanging
from a tree. Shantunu Kumar
Jena, the officer-in-charge of the
police station, told The Indian
Express that they received a re-
port about a suicide, and identi-
fied the victim as Ray.

“We received the report
around 8:15 am. His body was
hanging from a roadside tree
near Bhuinpur (where he lived).
We sent it for postmortem
around 9 amand then handed it
over to the family,” Jena told The
Indian Express.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Odisha’s Additional
Director General, Law and Order,
Sanjay Kumar said the police
have recovered a suicide note in
which Ray purportedly admit-

Body of Kerala driver missing in
Shirur landslide found after 70 days

SANATHPRASAD
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 25

SEVENTY DAYS after Kerala-
based lorry driver Arjun first
went missing following a land-
slide in Ankola in Karnataka'’s
Shirur, rescuers have finally
pulled out his body from
Gangavali river.

Arjun, a Kozhikode native
who was driving a Mercedes-
Benz lorry with 40 tonnes of
timber from Kerala’s Kozhikode
to Karnataka’'s Belgavi, had
stopped his truck for teawhen a
massive landslide hit NH 66 and
swept him away towards the
river on July 16.

According to the disaster
management officials, authori-
ties fished out Arjun’s truck
around 2:30 pm on Wednesday
in the spot previously indicated
by a team of drone experts led
by Maj Gen M. Indrabalan
(retd). The body was found in
the cabin of the truck.

“Subsequently, with contin-
uous dredging, the State
Disaster Response Force and the

me that they had not seen my
daughter at school. The principal
said he had dropped her at
school, but did not know where
she went. He hung up after that.
[ was surprised that he did not
show any concern.”

On how they zeroed in on the
principal, Dahod District
Superintendent of Police
RajdeepsinhZalasays, “While the
principal said he had dropped the
child in school and that she had
even attended the morning
prayers, it struck us as odd that no-
body else had seen her. The school
parking area is a 25x25-metre
space and someone would have
seen the child getting out of his car,
but no one did. The teachers con-
ducting the morning prayers said
she was not present there. Her
classmates as well as the mid-day
meal in-charge confirmed she had
not come to school that day.”

Zala says technical surveil-
lance of the principal’s phone re-

Authorities fished out
Arjun’s truck on Wednesday
afternoon. Express

National Disaster Response
Force recovered bones of cattle
and parts of vehicles, including
tyres and a steering wheel, from
the river,” a district administra-
tion official said. “Then, on
Wednesday, Arjun’s truck was
found floating on the surface of
the river, following which a
dinghy was drawn closer to the
spot to recover the mortal re-
mains of Arjun from the vehi-
cle’s cabin.”

Wednesday’s breakthrough
came days after Uttara Kannada
district administration de-

vealed that he had taken “longer
than usual” to cover the distance
to school that morning. Besides,
the accused claimed to have left
the campus at 5 pm but his mo-
bile location showed he was in
the compound until after 6 pm,
Zala adds.

“The autopsy report had also
confirmed that the time of death
was much earlier than when the
body was discovered.”

The family of marginal farm-
ers is now questioning its deci-
sion to send the child to a school
outside the village. “lamilliterate
but what I earned from farming
was enough to sustain my fam-
ily. Had we not thought of edu-
cating her, she would perhaps
have been alive today,” says the
child's grandfather.

Demanding death sentence
for the accused, her father says,
“What was my child's fault?
How could the man just dump
her body in the backyard?”

ployed a floating craft dredger
brought in from Goa to help
clear siltin the river and recover
the truck.

The discovery of Arjun’s
body, which came on the back
of mounting pressure from the
Kerala government, brings the
total number of deaths in the
landslide to nine. An LPG tanker
that had been swept away in
the landslide was found in July.

Authorities are still looking
for two more “missing” people.

Arjun's body is currently un-
dergoing postmortem at a gov-
ernment hospital in Karwar.
According to government pro-
cedure, the Uttara Kannada dis-
trict administration will also
conduct a DNA test to confirm
Arjun’s identity.

For his family and friends,
this marks the end of a long
search. Abdul Munaf, whose
Kozhikode-based company
Sagar Koya Timbers owns the
truck, said he “always knew”
Arjun would be found in the
truck’s cabin.

Munaf had been camping at
Shirur for the last 70 days.

A former sarpanch says vil-
lagers have decided not to entrust
their children with outsiders. “We
never imagined that teachers,
whom we trust to look after our
children, would turn into
demons. The village elders have
decided not to send younger chil-
dren alone to school,” he says.

At the village where the
school, and the principal’s house,
are located, residents refuse to
provide directions to the home
of the “one who should not be
defended”. Says a villager, “He
can't be forgiven... The adminis-
tration should run a bulldozer
over his house.”

The school has around 200
children and six teachers. The
most senior teacher has now
been handed the charge of the
principal.

Five days after the incident, not
many had turned up at school.
One of the teachers - all of them
are now witnesses in the case -
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ted to committing the crime.

“The Odisha Police have al-
ready registered an unnatural
death case. Based on the suicide
note, the Bengaluru police have
confirmed he is the accused in
the gruesome murder case,”
Kumar told The Indian Express.

Asked whether the Odisha
police have handed over the sui-
cide note to the Bengaluru po-
lice, Kumar said it’s now a court
document. “The Bengaluru po-
lice have to submit a requisition
first and take permission of the
court, following which we will
hand over the suicide note,” said
Kumar.

A police officer said Ray had
visited his village around 4 am
with his laptop bag, and left
home on a two-wheeler a while
later.

Mahalakshmi and Ray, po-
lice say, worked in the same mall
and had been friends since
2023. Mahalakshmi, who
worked as a team leader with a
costume outlet in
Malleshwaram, was separated
from her husband.

While police questioned sev-
eral people including
Mahalakshmi’s husband, they
found Ray missing from his
Bengaluru residence.

The police then contacted his
brother, who told them Ray had
called him over the phone and
confessed to the murder. He told
the police he had asked Ray to
leave the state. Police said Ray
made the call to his brother from
West Bengal, and that was his
last location.

Minor boy dies,
UP school

director among
five booked

Hathras: Aminor boy — a student
at a private school here — died
under mysterious circumstances,
police said on Wednesday,
adding that the school director
among five people have been
booked in the matter.

According to the police
complaint filed by the student's
father, he received a call from
the school administration on
Monday informing him that his
son had fallenll.

When he reached the
school, the authorities told him
that the school director had
taken his son to a hospital in his
car, police said.

“In his complaint, the father
alleged that he later found his
son's body in the director’s car.
He alleged that the director and
four unidentified men were re-
sponsible for his son's death,” a
senior police officer said on
Wednesday.

The body was sent for a
post-mortem examination and
the report is awaited, police
said. PTI

says, “Itis indeed heartbreaking
that aninnocent child met sucha
tragic end. What has happened
has tarnished the image of teach-
ers. Itisunpardonable.”

She looks across at the park-
ing area, where the accused had
allegedly parked his vehicle,
which has now been sent for
forensic examination. “The car
had dark film covering its win-
dows and windscreens. We had
noidea that her body wasinside
throughout.”

Another teacher says they are
trying their best not to bring up
the case with the children. “We
are not talking about it in school.
Of course, the police were here
and spoke to many children. The
older children are aware of what
happened but the younger ones
do not understand that much,”
says a teacher. “They only know
that one of their classmates died
and the principal has been taken
away.”
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SURGE AND RISK

Stock indices edge higher, even as concerns over valuations
and individual trading in F&O segment persist

HE BENCHMARK INDICES are scaling new heights — on Tuesday, the BSE

Sensex surpassed the 85,000 mark during trading, but ended the day lower.

On Wednesday, the index closed at 85,169. Since the beginning of this year,

the Sensex is up almost 18 per cent. The initial public offerings market has
also been robust. As per the Economic Survey, the number of IPOs has risen from 164 in
2022-23 to 272 in 2023-24. And the momentum continues with several big companies
tapping the markets. Alongside this surge in markets, the investor base continues to in-
crease sharply. According to the Economic Survey, the number of retail investors has risen
to over 9.5 crore, and there are more than 4 crore mutual fund investors in the country.
In August, there were 9.61 crore SIP accounts. Foreign investors have also turned posi-
tive in recent months. After outflows in April and May;, foreign portfolio investors have
pumped in money. In the financial year so far, net investments by FPIs add up to Rs 81,451
crore. The US Fed cutting interest rates, and providing greater clarity on the trajectory of
interest rates, has also influenced investors. However, this euphoria has been accompa-
nied by individual investors making riskier investments.

A study by the stock market regulator shows that the number of individual investors in
the Futures and Options market has almost doubled — from 51.35 lakh in 2021-22 t0 95.75
lakhin 2023-24. Nine out of 10 individual traders lost money in the F&O segment. Yet, a sig-
nificant number of them continued to trade. The study estimates that during the last three
financial years, 1.13 crore unique individual traders lost Rs 1.81 lakh crore in this segment.
Of these, more than 1 crore traders lost Rs 2 lakh per person on average during this period.
While these individual traders lost money, it was the foreign portfolio investors and the
proprietary traders who made money — profits of the two categories added up toRs 61,000
crore last year. The demographic profile of these individual investors is revealing. The pro-
portion of young traders, those who are less than 30 years old, has increased sharply — from
31 per cent in 2022-23 to 43 per cent in 2023-24. More than three-fourths of individual
traders have declared an annual income of less than Rs 5 lakh. This continuing surge in F&O
trading, especially by individual investors, even as most of them have been incurring size-
able losses, has been a cause of concern for some time. In July, Sebi had released a consul-
tation paper outlining a series of measures to impact trading in this segment.

Alongside, concerns over valuations persist. In September, the Sensex has been trading
at a price to earnings ratio of around 24. In the case of the small and mid cap indices, the
valuations appear more stretched. In a few weeks from now, the RBI's monetary policy com-
mittee will meet. This meeting could provide greater clarity on growth and inflation and
the path of interest rates in India. The corporate results season will also provide a glimpse
into the financial health of India Inc. These could shape the trajectory of markets.

TERMS OF PROTECTION

SC judgment on sexual exploitation of minors has the right
intent. But it also raises questions about guard rails

HE SUPREME COURT judgment on Monday on sexual exploitation of minors

signals a necessary broadening of the conversation. Inalandmark ruling, it said

that viewing, possession and storage of sexually explicit materials involving mi-

nors constitute a crime under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and the Information Technology (IT) Act, whether or not it is shared or trans-
mitted further. The ruling overrides a January order by the Madras High Court that had held
that “mere possession” or storage of child pornography was not an offence under Section
67-B of the IT Act. But this expansion of the ambit of legal action against such exploitation
also raises a question about guard rails, and about whether harsher laws are better deter-
rents. Does this view of the law, that equates possession with criminal intent, place the bur-
den of proof on the accused? This raises concerns at a time when the state has been known
to weaponise laws and curb freedoms, especially of the voiceless and vulnerable.

The apex court rightly says that, “Child sexual exploitation is one of the most heinous
crimes imaginable, and the offence of child pornography is equally as heinous if not more,
asin the latter the victimisation and exploitation of the child do not end with the initial act
of abuse. It, in essence, turns the singular incident of abuse into a ripple of trauma-induc-
ing acts where the rights and dignity of the child is continuously violated each time such ma-
terial is viewed or shared”. But this approach, while empathetic to victims, may not keep
enough room for kinds of adolescent behaviour which require sensitive handling, not crim-
inalisation, including online exploration of sexuality. The ruling also sidesteps the question
of regulation of what it recommends be referred to as “child sexual exploitative and abuse
material” (CSEAM) instead of “child pornography”, and it does not recognise the possibili-
ties of rehabilitation or the necessity of the infrastructure that is required for it. Its empha-
sis on mandatory reporting downplays the risk of facing apathy, victim blaming and ha-
rassment by the police.

For the judgment to really move the needle on CSEAM, a lot will depend on the im-
plementation. As it rightly points out, awareness about consent and its limits needs to
be built through sex education, in schools, colleges and at home and through access to
counselling and therapy. Another important aspect remains the sensitisation of police
forces to deal with such complaints, with compassion, following due process. The SC
judgment hasits heart in the right place, but it is imperative to ensure that its stringency
is not misused to penalise rather than to protect.

RAMEN’S STORY

In the journey of the brothy noodles — from famine food to
gastronomic fare — lies the secret sauce of its success

OWL BY BOWL, noodle soup has taken over the world. Call it ramen (as the

Japanese do) or ramyeon (like the Koreans), few dishes are as popular as noodles

— fresh or instant, curly or flat — in hot broth. Gussied up with toppings that

range from thinly-sliced pork belly and soy-cured eggs to mushrooms and chilli

oil, ramen is well on its way to shedding the “unhealthy” tag that has long dogged it in re-

gions beyond East Asia, even levelling up to the “gourmet” category. This includes India,

where ramen-focused eateries, like Bengaluru’s Naru Noodle Bar, are booked out months

inadvance,and where, according to a recent report by the World Instant Noodle Association,

more ramen is consumed than anywhere else in the world, excluding China and Indonesia.

This unprecedented popularity is driven, in part, by the sheer convenience of ramen:

All that the most basic bowl requires is hot water and a packet of instant noodles (with, per-

haps, ingredients like butter or bacon bits for additional texture and taste). The biggest fac-

tor driving its popularity is that it can be customised to suit every palate in the world. Foreach

sweat-inducing bowl, like the infamous Buldak spicy ramen that was pulled off the shelves

insome countries, there is another that banks on the subtle but complex flavours of kelp and

bonito. When it comes to ramen, there are no rules: Foie gras and chocolate are as muchin
the game as classic ingredients like boiled eggs, shiitake mushrooms and scallions.

In the journey of ramen, from post-World War Il famine food to the packaged noo-

dles made for a globalised world in the 1980s and 1990s to the quintessential 21st cen-

tury gastronomic fare, is the universal secret sauce: Food that adapts the quickest, sticks

around the longest.
N N - n
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WORDLY WISE
DINING IS AND ALWAYS WAS A GREAT
ARTISTIC OPPORTUNITY.
— FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

Democracy’s blind eye

Suffering unleashed by Israel in Gaza and Lebanon is
made possible by complicity of Great Powers

Sl o

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM'S licence to
Israel to act with impunity in Gaza, and now
Lebanon, will come back to haunt it. Israel
has aright to defend itself. Many of the forces
arrayed against it, including Hamas,
Hezbollah and Iran, are not on the side of hu-
manity. But to call what Israel has unleashed
in Gaza and Lebanon disproportionate would
be a colossal understatement. It is a moral
catastrophe. It is also strategically myopic.
Lebanon has endured its worst day of bomb-
ing in 50 years. Tens of thousands of people
are being displaced, innocent children killed.
There is a shocking level of dehumanisation
of civilians. This is being done with the com-
plicity of Great Powers, including, one is
ashamed to say, India.

Israel is a formidable military force. It has
often been embattled, including by the
October 7 attack. But has any war it has con-
ducted since 1967 actually made it safer?
Those wars have been, under the guise of cre-
ating “safe” zones, wars of expansion. One of
Israel’'saimsis, ostensibly, to create safe zones.
But thisis anironic objective sinceit is the ex-
pansion of Israel’s illegal settlements that has,
in part, created proximity. Those wars have al-
ways laid the groundwork for foes that are ide-
ologically even more hostile than their pred-
ecessors. There is an amazing American and
Israeli obsession with destroying states.

Both Hamas and Hezbollah have func-
tioned as quasi-states (in Hamas’s case, some-
times with Israeli complicity), providing po-
litical expression and welfare in part because
all the great powers of the region have consis-
tently connived to break down functioning
states. The USin Libya and Iraq are two recent
examples, which also had the consequence
of strengthening Iran. But what does Israel
expect will happen in Gaza and south
Lebanon, when functioning society is de-
stroyed, infrastructure reduced to rubble,and
refugees herded to camps? Who will fill that
vacuum? Israel’s actions are not self-defence,
they are animated by almost a will to apoca-
lypticism, asif the chaos and destruction will
create its own security.

Take the question of Iran. It is now almost
asifIsraelis pushing harder to get Iran toreact,
and create the conditions for a wider conflict.

The suffering in Gaza and
Lebanon cannot be
measured. But since that
counts for little these days,
think of the moral costs for
Israel and the US. Amos Oz
was not always the most
reliable moral prognosticator.
But his reflections five years
after the 1982 Israeli invasion
of Lebanon (which is being
dwarfed in intensity by this
one) in Slopes of Lebanon
still ring true. He wrote
‘amongst the victims of the
Lebanon War was the Land
of Israel, small and brave,
determined and righteous. It
died in Lebanon perhaps
precisely because in Lebanon,
its back was not to the wall. It
was the wall, and they, the
Palestinians, had their backs
pressed to the wall” And he
worried about what the war
would do to Israel.

It seems to take licence for its impunity from
the fact that states like Saudi Arabia and UAE
are in the enemy-of-my-enemy mode, giving
Israel cover. But again, there is strategic my-
opia. For one thing, Saudi Arabia had its own
share of exacerbating violence and creating a
vacuum of authority in Yemen. Those states
are misreading the silence of their popula-
tions, which is, in part, produced by repres-
sion. But most importantly, any diplomatic
off-ramp in this crisis has to involve Iran.
Israel’s aims are contradictory. Is the purpose
of a show of force to get Iran to somehow ne-
gotiate and reinin Hezbollah? Is that compat-
ible with a diplomatic strategy which actually
gives Iran no off-ramp? Is any strategy viable
with the complete isolation of Iran, as unpalat-
able as that regime might be? This is not war
in service of a diplomatic objective. It is a war
to sabotage any possible diplomacy.

The suffering in Gaza and Lebanon cannot
be measured. But since that counts for little
these days, think of the moral costs for Israel
and the US. Amos Oz was not always the most
reliable moral prognosticator. But his reflec-
tions five years after the 1982 Israeli invasion
of Lebanon (which is being dwarfed in inten-
sity by this one) in Slopes of Lebanon still ring
true. He wrote “amongst the victims of the
Lebanon War was the Land of Israel, smalland
brave, determined and righteous. It died in
Lebanon perhaps precisely because in
Lebanon, its back was not to the wall. It was
the wall, and they, the Palestinians, had their
backs pressed to the wall.” And he worried
about what the war would do to Israel. “After
Lebanon, we can no longer ignore the mon-
ster,even whenitis dormant or half asleep, or
when it peers out from behind the lunatic
fringe.” This worry about Israel might seem
misplaced when Lebanon and Gaza are being
reduced torubble. But friends of Israel should
care about this. The level of dehumanisation
and aggression in Israeli discourse is unprece-
dented. Israeli democracy has been deeply
corroded. It is troubling because any society
that ceases to care about its own democracy
and its own moral centre is hardly likely to
care about anyone else.

Democracy in the US always weakens af-
ter its mendacity about its complicity in war.

Every war has also produced a strategic blow-
back that weakens the US. Its lies about Iraq
inaugurated the post-truth age and helped
create a pervasive cynicism about liberal
truth-seeking institutions. The war has
strengthened its adversaries. Now its com-
plicity has created a more polarised society,
fueling both anti-Semitism and Islamophobia.
It has cracked down on academic freedom. It
has had to subvert its own institutions. Antony
Blinken ignored the finding of the US govern-
ment’s own agencies that Israel had blocked
humanitarian aid to Gaza and misled
Congress. Its prestige, power and authority are
at their lowest in recent memory. And the war
has reduced the plausibility of a liberal inter-
national order to rubble.

India again abstained on the UN General
Assembly resolution calling for a ceasefire and
anIsraeli withdrawal. Its ostensible reason was
the time-line was accelerated and it believes
in “building bridges not furthering divides.”
Even Japan, the US’s strongest ally, voted for
the resolution. The MEA likes to project that
Indiais this great peacemaker. With a few ho-
nourable exceptions, India’s media and think
tanks increasingly just parrot the MEA’s self-
congratulation. But across the Global South,
itisan object of derision. India has to look out
for its interests. But has there been any time
in recent memory when India has traded in
more banalities, photo-ops and false
machismo for a domestic audience, even in
the face of the most horrific human catastro-
phes and violations of international law?

Here are three democracies ushering the
international order to ruin: Israel by its bru-
talisation of conflict, the United States by pro-
viding it complicity and cover, and India by its
evasions that border on complicity. As the
ground soaks more blood in Lebanon, Biden’s
farewell speech to the 79th UN General
Assembly ended with this line “And may God
protect all those who seek peace.” Strange
words. Were they an admission of impotence?
Or a statement that God can have a day off,
since there is no one seeking peace anyway,
atleast not in the world’s democracies.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

WHO DrAWS THE RED LINES?

Instagram Teen Accounts will shift responsibility for online safety of minors to parents

RucH1 GurTA

THREE YEARS AFTER whistleblower Frances
Haugen revealed Meta’s negligence in ad-
dressing Instagram’s harmful effects on
teenage girls, the company has introduced
Instagram Teen Accounts — a new service
with built-in protections for users aged 13 to
18. These accounts limit who can contact teens
and control the content they encounter, re-
quiring parental permission for adjustments
under age 16. While this is a step forward, sev-
eral concerns remain.

Meta’s announcement comes on the heels
of legal action by 41 states and a proposal by
the US surgeon general to slap warning labels
on social media platforms, similar to those
used for alcohol and tobacco products. There
is also a growing civic movement for stricter
phone-use regulations for younger users. The
timing suggests that Meta might be trying to
preempt further regulatory pressure and le-
gal challenges. This raises the question if its
motivations are about user safety.

This question is important because it ties
into broader issues with social media plat-
forms. By design, platforms often incentivise
negative behaviours to boost engagement.
The network effect keeps young users hooked,
making it unlikely they will comply with re-
strictive features unless everyone is affected.
Yet, rather than rethinking the platform, Meta
has earmarked a sub-section of accounts for
restrictions while shifting the responsibility
for online safety onto harried parents.

This approach is problematic on two
counts. For families with strong trust bonds,

The assumption that parents
can effectively manage their
children’s social media use
reflects a developed-world
perspective, where digital
literacy among older
generations is relatively high.
In countries like India,
where parents often seek
technical support from their
own children, these controls
may be ineffective.

these controls might be redundant. In those
where trust is lacking, these controls may add
to tensions between parents and children.

The assumption that parents can effec-
tively manage their children’s social media use
reflects a developed-world perspective, where
digital literacy among older generations is rel-
atively high. In countries like India, where par-
ents often seek technical support from their
own children, these controls may be ineffec-
tive. Many Indian parents, especially in rural
areas, also lack the familiarity with social me-
dia necessary to effectively monitor or regulate
online activities. For working-class parents
with time constraints, this can be an even
greater challenge. This approach could then
further widen the gap between tech-savvy
and privileged families and those less famil-
iar with digital tools and working-class fami-
lies, creating a disparity in online safety and
potentially reinforcing existing inequalities.

Already, Meta’s overall enforcement of its
content policies varies between Western and
developing markets, with the latter receiving
less robust protection. If the majority of Meta’s
safety resources are concentrated in Western
markets, it could lead to uneven protection
across regions. There is thus legitimate con-
cernabout whether Instagram’s safety meas-
ures would be stringent in developed markets
and permissive in developing countries.

In all this, what remains unchanged is
Meta’s business interest in maximising time
spent on its platform. While there are default
limits on Teen accounts, the time-related re-

striction is advisory. Teens get a prompt after
an houronline, but there’s no hard limit, once
again shifting responsibility to parents. It'salso
up to parents to monitor for fake Teen ac-
counts created by adults to bypass controls
and contact young users. Where parents are
unavailable or unable, these protections will
largely go unenforced.

Instead of relying predominantly on
parental controls, Meta should consider de-
signing systems with built-in safety features
that are effective regardless of parental in-
volvement. This must include not just better
content moderation and clearer age-appro-
priate boundaries, but a systemic rethink of
features that promote positive online behav-
iour. These could include implementing plat-
form-wide safety features that benefit all
users, not just teens such as algorithmic
changes that prioritise positive content and
ethical design frameworks. These frameworks
would be geared towards encouraging more
personal and meaningful connections, mov-
ing away from the current emphasis on im-
personal broadcasts and virality.

The real challenge is systemic. Social me-
dia platforms must be redesigned with built-
in safety features that don’t depend on
parental oversight. Without a fundamental
rethink of how these platforms function,
young users — especially in vulnerable regions
— will remain at risk.

The writer is the executive director of Future of
India Foundation
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ARMY To PuLL OuTt

THE GOVERNMENT HAS decided to with-
draw the Army from the Golden Temple
complex. A final agreement has been
reached between the government and five
priests on the question of the control of the
Golden Temple. Prime Minister Mrs Indira
Gandhi made an unscheduled broadcast to
the nation on AIR and Doordarshan an-
nouncing the government’s decision.

ANDHRA MLAS HELD

FOUR LEGISLATORS WERE arrested under
NSA in connection with the continuing strike

epaper.tndianexpress.eum.. .

in the twincities. They include PRamaswamy,
a former minister in the Bhaskara Rao cabi-
net, the Majlis leader, Sultan Salahuddin
Owaisi, former protem speaker, and two other
Maijlis leaders, Mohammed Amanullah Khan
and Baquar Aga. Former CM BhaskaraRao, has
lodged a strong protest with Andhra Governor
Shankar Dayal Sharma over the arrests.

OPPOSITION UNITED

INTENSE BEHIND-THE-SCENE NEGOTIA-
TIONS are in progress among opposition lead-
ers in their renewed effort to bring different
opposition parties under the umbrella of a
“united party”, distinct froma “merger” to fight

the Congress(I)in the coming Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Under the proposal, opposition parties
would come under the “united party” with
Lok Dal leader Charan Singh, as president.

ASSAM RoLLS CASE

THE ELECTION COMMISSION informed the
Supreme Court thatit would carry out inten-
sive revision of the electoral rolls for all con-
stituencies in Assam in accordance with the
rules under the Representation of People’s
Act “as far as practicable”. Wherever it was
not “practicable” to carry out intensive revi-
sion in any constituency or constituencies,
the revision would be “summary”.



THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26,2024

|3 THE IDEAS PAGE

An uncertain love affair

If India-US partnership is to become a time-tested marriage, the two need to engage
in wider conversations going beyond partisan interests in either country

SANJAYA BARU

A QUARTER CENTURY ago a common com-
plaint about the bilateral relationship be-
tween India and the United States used to
be that the ballast was not heavy enough to
steady the ship in uncertain waters. That is
no longer true. A variety of factors have sta-
bilised the relationship to the point where
disagreements no longer disrupt. The ship
is steadier and on course. Even if the
Indian national security advisor has to re-
main at sea, giving up plans to arrive at an
American port.

For the first time in a quarter century,
since the creation of the office of the
National Security Advisor in 1998, the NSA
has not accompanied the Prime Minister on
a visit to the United States. Therein hangs a
tale. One of the problems with the close to
one score strategic partnerships that India
has signed up with all manner of countries
is that they do not help clarify how to han-
dle situations like the one that the Indian
NSA, Ajit Kumar Doval, finds himself in. After
all, he was only pursuing India's core strate-
gicinterest in dealing with anti-national and
separatist elements based overseas, includ-
ing on American soil. Should a strategic part-
ner not share such strategic interests?

The reason given for Doval staying home,
according to media reports, is that he is re-
quired here to keep an eye on the situationin
Jammu & Kashmir in the run up to the elec-
tions there. This does not sound convincing
since, on the one hand, the all-powerful
Union home minister and the experienced
raksha mantri are there to do the job and, on
the other, because the Union government has
been claiming that the situation in Kashmir
is normal and under control.

It would appear, therefore, that the NSA
may have been advised to stay home to
avoid any embarrassment that may be
caused by the summons issued by the dis-
trict court of the southern district of New
York, in response to a lawsuit filed by the US-
based Khalistan activist Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun. The summons, demanding a re-
sponse from the Indian government within
21 days, has specifically named the NSA, Ajit
Kumar Doval, along with the head of the
Research and Analysis Wing, Samant Goel
and the alleged operative, the Indian busi-
nessman Nikhil Gupta.

To add to the diplomatic embarrassment
caused by the summons and its timing,
White House officials and members of the
US national security council chose to meet a
delegation of Sikhs on the eve of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s meeting with
President Joe Biden. The delegation was as-
sured that Sikhs in the US would be protected
from any act of “transnational repression”.

On the one hand the ballast in the bilat-
eral relationship is heavy enough to tide over
such diplomatic storms. On the other hand,
the manner in which this issue and many
others on the bilateral agenda have been
handled by the Biden administration sug-
gests that there is still a lack of clarity on
what exactly both countries mean when
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they speak of a “comprehensive and global
strategic partnership”.Itis one thing for the
US to defend democratic freedoms and quite
another for the White House to be commis-
erating with elements that seek the dis-
memberment of India.

This is not to defend the dubious and
ham-handed operation allegedly carried out
by Indian agencies on US soil. The latter have
egg on their face. No one expects a mea
culpa in such cases but a price is being ex-
tracted as a warning. If that price includes
embarrassing the Indian NSA, so be it.

It is not just the Pannun case and US re-
sponse to “Khalistani activism” that has
raised questions about the scope and defini-
tion of the strategic partnership, but also a
range of other issues that have come up with
respect to defence equipment sales, the
terms of engagement in critical and emerg-
ing technologies, policy regimes for trade and
investment and so on. Differences on issues
such as democracy in Bangladesh and the
war in Ukraine have only added to this list.

Given the importance of the bilateral re-
lationship it is time to set photo-ops aside
and engage in some real hard-nosed con-
versations. It is such frank and honest con-
versations of the 1990s that laid the founda-
tion for the relationship of the 2000s. None
other than a longstanding critic of the US at
the time, the strategic affairs guru K.
Subrahmanyam, would speak his mind out
to his American interlocutors, not ever be-
ing diplomatic, and give them a sense of
Indian thinking.

Itappears of late that a considerable part
of the conversation is within echo chambers
of mutual bonhomie with constant re-as-
surances being given, as in an uncertain love
affair rather than a time-tested marriage.
Both sides are responsible for this given

Given the importance of the
bilateral relationship, it is
time to set photo-ops aside
and engage in some real hard-
nosed conversations. It is
such frank and honest
conversations of the 1990s
that laid the foundation for
the relationship of the 2000s.
None other than a
longstanding critic of the US
at the time, the strategic
affairs guru

K Subrahmanyam, would
speak his mind out to his
American interlocutors, not
ever being diplomatic,

and give them a sense of
Indian thinking.

o
CR Sasikumar

some fundamental differences on a range of
issues, including how they view relations
with Russia and China.

Itis not clear what Prime Minister Modi
expects from his repeated, high profile love-
ins with the Indian diaspora, apart from ego
gratification, but the fact remains that
whichever way they vote in US elections is
not going to make a fundamental difference
to the bilateral relationship. Perhaps Donald
Trump would be more exuberant in ex-
pressing his friendship towards India but, as
we have seen from his first term, that would
not make much difference to policy. Kamala
Harris may be more concerned about hu-
man rights, civil liberties and religious free-
dom in India but her trade, investment, de-
fence export policies as well as her approach
to China and Russia are unlikely to be very
different from Biden's.

Ifindeed the India-US partnershipis “com-
prehensive, global and strategic”, and not just
transactional — with India buying US defence
equipment and US turning a blind eye to Indian
misgovernance — then the two need to engage
inwider and meaningful conversations, going
beyond the partisan interests of one political
party or another in either country.

As for Prime Minister Modi and his
party, they have to manage the growing dis-
sonance between the government’s foreign
policy and the attitude of the “Sangh
Parivar”, as manifesting on social media.
While foreign affairs analysts from think
tanks and in media sing one tune, “Modi
bhakts” on social media are mouthing an
altogether different one.

The writer was Member, National
Security Advisory Board of India,
1999-2001 and media advisor to
Prime Minister of India, 2004-08
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Fortifying the basic structure

Simultaneous elections are feasible. They will strengthen democracy

JANAY JAIN

WITH THE UNION Cabinet accepting the re-
port prepared by the High-Level Committee
advocating for simultaneous elections to the
Lok Sabha and state assemblies, the argument
over “One Nation One Election” (ONOE) has
taken centre stage again. Some have taken
the view that simultaneous elections would
benefit the citizenry at large, others argue that
itwould serve as an assault on the basic struc-
ture of the Indian Constitution.

Before we delve into these arguments, it
might be beneficial to appreciate that India
was never a stranger to holding simultane-
ous elections. In fact, our democratic jour-
ney began with this very idea. The first gen-
eral election saw us voting simultaneously
for both the Lok Sabha and state assemblies.
This practice continued in 1957 with the sec-
ond general elections wherein several as-
semblies (Bihar, Bombay, Madras,
Mysore, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal)
were dissolved to align with national polls,
ensuring synchronicity.

[t was unfortunate that this harmonious
electoral cycle was short-lived. The first blow
came in July 1959, when then Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru dismissed the Kerala gov-
ernment led by E M S Namboodiripad. The
second blow was struck by former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi as she prematurely
dissolved the fourth Lok Sabha and called for
general elections 15 months ahead of sched-
ule. Thereafter, the situation further deterio-

rated as central governments led by Congress
unceremoniously utilised Article 356 of the
Constitution to topple state assemblies it did
not find favour with. On a side note, it was
unfortunate that such a course was adopted
on atleast 50 occasions and all of this struck
a blow to simultaneous elections.

The disadvantages of this fragmented ap-
proach were apparent to all. For instance, in
1962, the Election Commission of India in its
Report on the General Elections emphasised
that “itis obviously desirable that the duplica-
tion of effort and expense should, if possible,
be avoided”. This sentiment was echoed by the
Commissioninits 1983 Annual Report where
it stressed the need to conduct simultaneous
elections for parliamentary and assembly con-
stituencies. The Law Commission in its 170th
Report went a step further as it not only advo-
cated simultaneous elections but also pinned
the blame on the misuse of Article 356.

Given this background, the question
arises: What are the benefits of holding simul-
taneous elections to the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies? First and foremost, voters will
only need tovisit polling stations once to elect
both their national and state representatives.

Second, the logistical burden on authori-
ties would be greatly reduced: Election au-
thorities can deploy polling personnel, build
polling stations, divert security forces and
make other arrangements only once.
Moreover, even the preparation of an electoral

roll, which in itself is a Herculean exercise,
would only need to be done once. To translate
this into numbers, it was estimated in 2015
that the cost of holding elections to the Lok
Sabha and state assemblies was pegged at al-
most Rs 4,500 crore and in the 14th Lok Sabha,
over 1,349 mobile companies of the Central
Armed Police Forces were deployed.

Third, at a time when the Opposition’s
favourite political argument is that elections
in India don’t have a level playing field, si-
multaneous elections would benefit these
political parties by ensuring that their cam-
paign expenses remain limited.

Fourth, ONOE would alleviate the policy
paralysis that occurs due to frequent impo-
sitions of the Model Code of Conduct (MCC).
Each time the MCC is imposed, governance
comes to a standstill as new schemes or proj-
ects cannot be announced or implemented.
Simultaneous polls would significantly re-
duce these periods of administrative limbo.

It appears that for years even those who
were amenable to the idea of ONOE dis-
missed it as a noble but unfeasible reform.
However, the report of the High-Level
Committee, which comprised a former
President of India, former Leader of
Opposition, distinguished bureaucrats and
constitutional experts, has provided a con-
crete roadmap for implementation. The suc-
cess of this report not only lies in the man-
ner in which it was prepared but also in the

fact thatit provided an answer to the various
exigencies that could arise. For instance, it
outlines the course of action to be adopted
in case of a hung assembly.

Predictably, as soon as the High-Level
Committee’s report was published and the
Cabinet accepted it, a set of compulsive con-
trarians emerged to criticise it as an assault
ondemocracy. In their haste to oppose, they
conveniently overlooked the fact that India
was not alien to simultaneous elections and
that numerous government panels, even
during Congress rule, had recommended
such an approach. Detractors of ONOE also
argued that the course adopted by the
Cabinet was contrary to a number of judg-
ments of the Supreme Court wherein it was
held that “free and fair elections” are the hall-
mark of the basic structure of the
Constitution. On the contrary, with ONOE
strengthening our democracy, the basic
structure of the Constitution is far from
threatened — it is fortified.

As we stand at a crossroads — the ONOE
proposal will be brought before Parliament
— two options lie ahead of us. We can either
resign ourselves to the disadvantages of sep-
arate elections or we can take a step forward
by shedding our partisan views and acting
in national interest.

The writer is an advocate at
the Bombay High Court
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“It history is any judge, past Israeli adventures in Lebanon have not ended well for
the Zionist state, and there is little proof things will be different this time around.
Israel has lit a fire that can consume the entire region, as hopes for a Gaza ceasefire

grow dimmer by the day.”

—DAWN, PAKISTAN

The job lags
and gaps

Meeting future job requirements calls
for substantial educational
and skilling reforms

C RANGARAJAN AND
M SURESH BABU

DATA ON EMPLOYMENT growth in India
reveals contrasting trends. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI’s) Capital, Labour,
Energy Materials, Services (KLEMS) data
reports a 6 per cent increase in job growth
for FY24, a significant rise from the 3.2
per cent growth in FY23. However, the
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE) offers a less optimistic view: The
unemployment rate climbed to 9.2 per
centin June 2024 from 7 per cent in May,
with the annual rate for FY24 at 8 per
cent. According to Citigroup Research,
India needs to create about 1.2 crore jobs
every year over the next decade to absorb
the number of new entrants to the labour
market. However, with a 7 per cent
growth rate, the country can generate
around 80-90 lakh jobs annually, a deficit
of around 30-40 lakh jobs. As per the
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLES), the
unemployment rate in urban areas de-
creased from 6.8 per cent to 6.7 per cent
between January to March 2023 and
January to March 2024 for persons 15
years and above. Labour force participa-
tion rate in urban areas has increased
from 48.5 per cent to 50.2 per cent from
January to March 2023 and January to
March 2024 for persons aged 15 years and
above. Given the disparate trends in em-
ployment growth from different agencies,
itisimportant that the National Statistical
Commission address data discrepancies
by improving data quality, improving co-
ordination between agencies and in-
creasing transparency in reporting. In
fact, much of the difference is due to the
differing definitions of employment used.

The incommensurate pace of employ-
ment generation is due to two major fac-
tors. First,imperfections in labour markets
create rigidities resulting in persistent
shortages and excesses. Apart from the in-
stitutional factors, which influence wage
setting, there are several irritants in the op-
eration of the labour market of which the
“skill gap” is important. There are two kinds
of skill gaps. One, when job seekers, despite
acquiring qualifications, fall short of skills
due to poor training. Second, when there
is a complete lack of skill training. In India,
both gaps co-exist. Compounding skill gaps
is the non-availability of jobs that meet the
aspirations of job seekers — the aspirational
gap. The growing demand for jobs in the IT
sector and the increasing presence of mi-
grant manual labour in the southern states
are examples of aspirational gaps. We need
to find solutions to bridge all these gaps for
the smooth functioning of labour markets
and absorb new additions to the workforce.

Second, is the incongruence between
growth in output and labour absorption
due to technological changes resulting in
the decline of employment elasticity. The
substitution of labour by machines has a
long history with innovations often result-
ing in simultaneous increases in output and

employment. However, earlier inventions
were machines, and tools to reduce physi-
cal labour. These “mechanical muscles”,
deemed stronger and tireless compared to
human muscles, increased production and
productivity. The emergence of Al, or me-
chanical minds, raises another question:
Will the demand for human brain labour
fall? Idea creators and professionals who
can apply new technologies will thrive.
However, there’s a distinct possibility of the
middle management being downsized.
Mechanical muscles pushed horses out of
the economy, while mechanical minds can
do the same to humans unless we equip
the workforce to cope with the change.

Meeting future job requirements calls
for substantial educational and skilling re-
forms. Educational institutions today are
struggling to meet industry needs, lead-
ing many young Indians to pursue multi-
ple degrees from lower-quality institu-
tions. This has led to higher
unemployment rates among highly edu-
cated youth. Despite enrolment rates go-
ing up, the quality of education has lagged
behind requirements, exacerbating the
employability crisis. The need for skill de-
velopment after graduation is a sad com-
mentary on our education system.

A balance between economic growth
and employment growth can be achieved
by pursuing a two-pronged strategy. First,
concerted attempts need to be made to
push industrialisation in sectors that ab-
sorb more labour. These sectors normally
have strong inter-sectoral linkages and the
ability to cater to the domestic market.
Food processing and products, textiles and
apparel have high labour absorption, and
linkages with agriculture and other sectors
within manufacturing, but might lag in
terms of international competitiveness to
penetrate global markets. Second, interna-
tional competitiveness needs to be im-
proved in technology-intensive sectors.
They have higher technology adoption
rates, increased research and development
and the ability to cater to global markets.
These include chemicals and chemical
products, pharmaceuticals, medicinal,
chemical and botanical products, motor ve-
hicles, computers, electronic and optical
products and manufacture of electrical
equipment. Pursuing this strategy requires
a sectoral approach and differentiated in-
centive system for employment generation
and capital investments.

As of now, there is very little space to
increase either the price of capital or lower
the price of labour. In fact, the scope for al-
tering technological choices concerning the
production of any industrial output is lim-
ited. This is not only in matters of new tech-
nology. Even older technologies are becom-
ing increasingly less labour-intensive.
Smart factories are becoming more com-
mon. We need a good combination of rel-
atively labour-intensive sectors and those
that are contingent on high technology. A
comprehensive policy framework fo-
cussing on sectors needs to be evolved to
tackle the question of employment gener-
ation. The cardinal principle of such a
framework should also be to enhance
growth rates, as growth per se isimportant
for generating jobs.

Rangarajan is former chairman, Prime
Minister’s Economic Advisory Council and
former governor, Reserve Bank of India.
Suresh Babu is director, MIDS, Chennai

BAD PRECEDENT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘In cold
blood’ (IE, September 25). Uttar Pradesh
has set a disturbing precedent with its
pattern of encounter killings. This by-
passing of due process seems to have en-
hanced the chief minister’s publicimage
and evenyielded political dividends. No
wonder, other states are following UP’s
lead. However, such extrajudicial killings
are a blatant travesty of justice, violating
the principles enshrined in our legal
framework, and need to be addressed
urgently. Such measures also point to a
broader systemic failure, where the ju-
diciaryis unable to deliver timely and ef-
fective justice. Moreover, they expose the
dangerous level of political interference
ininstitutions that are meant to operate
independently and uphold the law.
Vijai Pant, Hempur

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘In cold
blood’ (IE, September 25). The encounter
killing of the prime accused in the sexual
assault of two minors at Badlapur by the
Maharastra police has set adangerous ex-
ample. Police encounters should have no
place in a democracy. Criminals, un-
doubtedly, merit detergent legal action.
But the police agenda cannot be to getrid
of them. Even the worst criminal has the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

right to a fair trial. The incident needs to

be probed thoroughly, not in the least to

fix responsibility for the security lapse.
SSPaul, Nadia

FOR A GREEN INDIA

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Clean up
sans teeth’ (IE, September 25). India’s
pollution problem is deteriorating by
the day as a result of its massive pop-
ulation, increasing urbanisation and
consumerism, and people’s changing
lifestyles. Our country leads the list of
the world’s 20 most polluted cities. Air
pollution alone is projected to kill
more than 22 lakh people per year.
Enforcement remains a significant
challenge in minimising excessive
noise pollution in urban areas. Despite
extensive river cleaning efforts, 70 per
cent of our surface water is rated un-
suitable for human consumption. If
our pollution control boards are un-
derstaffed, how will we monitor and
control these problems? These
agencies also require sufficient do-
main-level experts to provide scien-
tific and technical support, and re-
search to anticipate risks. All our
Pollution Control Boards have to be
made robust and efficient.

Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru
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Minority Affairs
Ministry seen as
‘ministry of
Muslims affairs’ in

Cong rule: Rijiju

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

UNION MINISTER of Minority
Affairs and Parliamentary Affairs
Kiren Rijiju Wednesday alleged
that the Minority Affairs
Ministry was thought to be
“ministry of Muslim affairs” dur-
ing the Congress regime asiit cre-
ated a “Muslim vote bank.”

Talking about PM Narendra
Modi-led central government’s
achievements in the first 100
days of its third term, Rijiju said,
“The work done by the Minority
Affairs Ministry has to reach peo-
ple. I have been to places re-
cently, and people till now
thought that it was the ministry
of Muslim affairs. During the
Congress tenure, they created
the Muslim vote bank. That’s
why they only spoke of Muslims.
But now we are working for six
communities... It was wrong
earlier, it harmed the Muslims.”

“We have started commu-
nity-wise targeted programmes.
So, everyone knows we are work-
ing for Parsis, Buddhists, Jains,
Christians, Sikhs and Muslims,”
he said, adding that “people
should know the Modi govern-
ment has done more for minori-
ties than previous governments.”

He claimed that during the
Congress governments, “only a
Muslim could become a chair-
person for National Commission
for Minorities. That had ham-
pered the ministry’s objective
because Muslims remained
poor. Why? Because they were
treated as a vote bank.”

“We changed the perception
and people know there are six
minority communities in India
and all schemes are benefiting
all six minority communities,”
he said.

SC bail to Baghel’s
ex-deputy secretary:
‘How long can you
keep a person in jail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE SUPREME Court
Wednesday granted bail to sus-
pended IAS officer Saumya
Chaurasia, who was deputy sec-
retary to Chhattisgarh’s former
chief minister Bhupesh Baghel,
in a money laundering case
linked to an alleged coal levy
scam, while noting that that she
had already spent a year and
nine months in prison and the
charges were yet to be framed.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant, Dipankar Datta and Ujjal
Bhuyan said she will remain sus-
pended from service till further
orders. “Without expressing any
opinion on merits, and with a
view to give an opportunity of
elaborate hearing to the parties
on the next date, we direct that
petitioner be released on interim
bail, subject to furnishing of bail
bonds to the satisfaction of trial
court,” the court ordered.

Justice Bhuyan also ques-
tioned the ED’s conviction rate
and how long an accused can be
kept in prison without charges
being framed. “Without charges
being framed, how long can you
keep a person in jail? Sentence
is seven years. What is the rate of
conviction in PMLA cases? In
Parliament they said only in 41
cases there has been conviction...
then? You keep a person in jail
foryears,” the judge told the law
officer representing the
Enforcement Directorate.

The bench also noted that
some of the co-accused in the case
had already got bail and that the
High Court had said that charges

Former CM of
Chhattisgarh
- Bhupesh
Baghel

b
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BAGHEL WRITES TO
CJIALLEGING MISUSE
OF CENTRAL AGENCIES

Raipur: Congress leader and
former Chhattisgarh chief
minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Saturday wrote a letter to
Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud requesting a
high-level judicial inquiry
into the functioning of cen-
tral and state agencies. He al-
leged that the ED has made
grave allegations against him
and people close to him over
the last four years as part of a
political conspiracy to de-
fame him and end his politi-
cal career. ENS

could not be framed as non-bail-
able warrants against some of the
accused could not be executed.

The ED had arrested Chaurasia
onDecember 2,2022 over allega-
tions or existence of a cartel in-
volving senior bureaucrats, busi-
nessmen, politicians and
middlemen, which was allegedly
extortingalevy of Rs 25 per tonne
for coal transported in
Chhattisgarh.

The ED alleged that the pro-
ceeds of the crime were used for
“investing in benami assets and
bribing officials.
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Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Rakesh @ Sunny Sfo Jaswant Singh, Rio
27516, Gulab Bagh, Uttam MNagar Delhi, have committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence under Case/FIR. No.
303/2014 dt. 26.06.2014 U/s 302/307/120B/34 IPC & FIR.
49172015 dt. 30.09.2015 Ws 30711208 IPC & 25/27 Arms Act.,
has been registered at P.5. Subzi Mandi, Delhi and it has been
refumed to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said,
Rakesh @ Sunny cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said, Rakesh @ Sunny has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
wamant)

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Rakesh @
sSunny of under Case/FIR. No. 303/2014 dt. 26.06.2014 U/s
302/307/120B/34 IPC & FIR.
307M20B IPC & 25/27 Arms Act., registered at PS. Subzi Mandi
Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before 19.11.2024.

491/2015 dt. 30.09.2015 Uls

Former CM Gehlot should be questioned
in phone tapping case, says his ex-OSD

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR, SEPTEMBER 25

FORMER RAJASTHAN Chief
Minister and senior Congress
leader Ashok Gehlot should be
questioned in connection with the
phone tapping case being probed
by Delhi Police, his former Officer
on Special Duty (OSD) Lokesh
Sharma, whois an accused in the
case, said Wednesday.

After being questioned for
more than five hours by the Crime
Branch of Delhi Police, Sharma
told reporters, “As usual, there was
a long list of questions but the
main question of the puzzle has
been where did [ get the audio
clips from. So today I revealeditto
the Crime Branch and gave them
a seven-page written statement.

SC orders
YouTuber’s
release after TN
govt revokes
his detention

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE SUPREME Court Wednesday
ordered "forthwith" release of
well-known YouTuber Savukku
Shankar who was detained just
after his release under the Tamil
Nadu Goondas Act.

The top court's order came af-
ter the Tamil Nadu government
apprised it of the state having re-
voked his detention order follow-
ing the opinion of an advisory
board on the issue.

"Acting on the opinion of the
Advisory Board, the state has re-
voked the order of detention to-
day... In view of the aforesaid, the
detenue Shankar alias Savukku
Shankar shall be released forth-
with, if not required in any other
case," the bench ordered while
disposing of his plea. Shankar (48)
was arrested by the Coimbatore
Police on May 4 for alleged
derogatory statements about
women police personnel and
some Madras High Court judges.

Ashok Gehlot was CM when
the FIR was filed in 2021

Init, I have stated, with evidence,
thataround 6.30-7 pmonJuly 16,
2020, the then CM Ashok Gehlot
called me and gave me a pendrive,
which had audio clips, and told
me to circulate it in the media.”
“Now Ashok Gehlot should be
questioned. Because I have saidin
writing that further questioning

should be done from Ashok
Gehlot as to how he got these au-
dio clips recorded. Was it legal or
illegal, was the interception (of
calls)done while following all the
rules and regulations or what was
the intention behind it. This can
be answered by Ashok Gehlot
himself,” Sharma said.

This was the first time Sharma
was questioned by Delhi Police af-
ter his allegations against Gehlot
on April 24 this year. He had then
alleged that during the 2020 po-
litical crisis in the state, Gehlot had
personally shared recordings of
phone calls with him and asked
him to “circulate them in the me-
dia”. This was a shift from his ear-
lier stance that he got the clips
from social media and circulated
them among journalists. Sharma
had also alleged that the phones

NGT to Govt: Can star
rating be implemented
for passenger vehicles?

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THE NATIONAL Green Tribunal's
(NGT) principal bench has sought
responses from the union govern-
ment on a plea seeking imple-
mentation of a star rating system
forall passengervehicles based on
their fuel efficiency and carbon
dioxide emissions.

The plea was filed before the
Tribunal by Agra-based paediatric
surgeon Dr Sanjay Kulshrestha
through non-profit organisation
"Tsunami on roads’, on grounds
that the current efforts of the gov-
ernment, though sincere, are
falling shortin addressing air pol-
lution woes.

The NGT's principal bench
headed by chairperson Justice
Prakash Shrivastava heard the
matter last Friday and the order
was made public on Wednesday.
The bench sought responses from
the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways, Ministry of Power,
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change and Ministry
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of Heavy Industries.

“In this original application,
the applicant is seeking imple-
mentation of a star rating system
forall passenger vehicles based on
fuel efficiency and CO2 emission.
The said prayer has been made
based on the plea that vehicular
pollution is the most important
contributory factorin air pollution
and as per the Ministry of Earth
Sciences, vehicular pollutionisre-
sponsible for 40% of such air pollu-
tion,” the order noted.

Dr Kulshreshtha's plea said
that with air pollution going from
bad to worse, despite sincere ef-
forts of the government, there was
a need to enforce more emission
restrictions on vehicular pollution
like the star rating system.

Although the Centre had
brought out fuel efficiency norms,
there is no star rating or green la-
belling system for vehicles in the
country yet. The plea said that in
most developed countries it is a
legal requirement to display a la-
bel on all light vehicles under 3.5
tonnes, to display fuel consump-
tion on the windscreen.

Why has proposal to notify
Dhanauri wetland as

Ramsar site not been sent
to Centre, NGT asks UP

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25
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By Order
Virender Kumar Kharta, ASJ,

Foom No 266, Tis Haari Court, Delhi
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THE NGT principal bench Wednesday ordered the Uttar
Pradesh government to clear water hyacinth from the
Dhanauri wetlands and sought to know why the state au-
thorities have not yet sent a proposal to notify the wetland
asaRamsar site.

The bench headed by chairperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastava asked the Uttar Pradesh (UP) government to
be prepared by the next hearing with answers on why
Dhanauri's Ramsar site proposal is yet to be forwarded to
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

The bench made the observations and passed direc-
tions while hearing an ongoing petition seeking notification
of Dhanauri wetlands as a Ramsar site, by Greater Noida
resident and bird-watcher Anand Arya. The petition pointed
out that notification of the wetland as a Ramsar site was
laid down as a condition in the environmental clearance
granted to Jewar Airport site, whichis located under 20 kms
distance from the wetland. Under the international Ramsar
convention treaty of 1971 signed in Iran, wetlands that meet
certain criteria on ecological and biodiversity grounds are
chosen for special conservation measures.

of party rebels, including Sachin
Pilot, and their movements were
tracked at Gehlot's behest.

On Wednesday, Sharma said,
“Earlierused to give statements|
was instructed to give. I was last
questioned in October 2023 when
there was a Congress government
(inRajasthan)and Gehlot was CM
and I'was his OSD. So, whenever |
left for questioning by Delhi Police,
[wasinstructed to tell them that I
received these audio clips via so-
cial media and that’s what I used
to do,” he said. “But now the en-
tire blameis being put on me, that
I got the phones tapped. I clearly
said I have nothing to do with the
phone tapping case and thatIhad
merely shared the contents of the
pen drive with the media. Since |
was his OSD and handled his me-
diaand T, it was my responsibility

to follow the CM's orders.”

Sharmahasbeennamedinan
FIRlodged in Delhiin March 2021
on the complaint of Union
Minister and BJP leader Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat. In the FIR,
Sharma and others have been ac-
cused of criminal conspiracy and
“unlawfully intercepting tele-
graphic signals (telephonic con-
versation)”. In 2020, the leak of
three audio clips allegedly involv-
ing one Gajendra Singh - alleged
to be Shekhawat — a middleman
Sanjay Jain, and then Congress
MLAs Bhanwarlal Sharma and
VishvendraSingh hadled toa po-
litical crisis in Rajasthan. In the
tapes, they were allegedly heard
planning to topple the Gehlot gov-
ernment. Subsequently, Pilot, the
then Deputy CM, led arebellion of
19 Congress MLAs.

House panel on
Waqf Bill: 1.25 crore
submissions, foreign
hand, says BJP> MP

ASAD REHMAN
& LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

BJP MP Nishikant ODubey, a
member of the Joint Committee
of Parliament on the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, has written to
panel chairperson Jagdambika Pal
raising “serious concerns about
the massive number of submis-
sions” received on the issue and
seeking an investigation, includ-
ing into “the geographical origin”
of the submissions, by the Union

Home Ministry.
Dubey alleged that “funda-
mentalist groups” “individuals

like Zakir Naik”, or “foreign pow-
ers like the ISI(Pakistan) or China
or their proxies” may be involved
given that “1.25 crore submissions
have beenreceived”.If such forces
were involved, Dubey said, it
would be an attempt “to manip-
ulate our legislative process”, “an
attack on the very foundations of
our parliamentary system” and
“must be treated as a national se-
curity issue”.

The Joint Committee on the
waqf Bill, which was introduced
inthelast Parliament Session and
proposes sweeping changes in
how wagfs are governed and reg-
ulated, hashad 12 meetings sofar,
with the last one on September
20. The stakeholders called for
consultationsinclude the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB), Union Ministries of
Housing and Urban Affairs,
Archaeological Survey of India,
Zakat Foundation of India, and
several state waqf boards.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
the AIMPLB said that as part of a
campaign by itinviting represen-
tations from people, “5 crore” had
sent their opinion to the parlia-
mentary committee. The board
has maintained a complete record
of the emails sent, AIMPLB
spokesperson S Q R Ilyas said,
adding that while over 3.7 crore
emails have been sent to the com-
mittee viaa QR code generated by
it, other 1.3 crore opinions were
sent via other mediums such as
post and courier.

BJP MP
Nishikant
Dubey

(_.

In case the Joint Committee
wanted copies of these emails, the
AIMPLB was prepared to submit
them as proof of the correspon-
dence sent, Ilyas said.

In his letter to Pal, Dubey
wrote: “This unprecedented vol-
ume (of submissions) not only
sets a global record for legislative
submissions, but it also invites
scrutiny over the motivations and
sources... it is vital that the com-
mittee addresses these concerns
head-on to ensure the integrity
and independence of our legisla-
tive process.”

He said that the firstissue that
requires “immediate attention” is
the geographical origin of these
submissions. “Itis crucial to deter-
mine how many came from
withinIndiaand how many were
received from international
sources,” Dubey wrote, adding
that “it is statistically improbable
that such an overwhelming re-
sponse could emerge organically
from within India alone”.

Saying that “the content of a
large portion of these submissions
isidentical or contains minor vari-
ations”, Dubey wrote, “a larger
and more seriousissue is the pos-
sible involvement of Islamic fun-
damentalist organizations”.

He went on to name Islamic
preacher Zakir Naik “and his ilk”,
calling them “inimical to our vi-
brantdemocracy”,and suggested
“the involvement of foreign actors
such as Pakistan’s ISI, China, and
radical organizations like Jamaat-
e-Islami Bangladesh and the
Taliban”. “If foreign intelligence
agencies are behind this flood of
submissions, it would constitute
an unprecedented attack on
Indian sovereignty and a deliber-
ate attempt to compromise the in-
dependence of Parliament,”
Dubey wrote.
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Fee deadiine missed by minutes due to
‘tech glitch’, UP youth knocks on SC door

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

“ROTICHAAHE aadhi khaalo, lekin apne
bachho ko zaroor padhana (Even if you
eat only half a meal, you must educate
your children),” says Rajendra Kumar
(45), the father of Atul Kumar (18) who
recently cleared JEE (Advanced), which
meant he would get an electrical engi-
neering seat at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Dhanbad.

When Atul saw his results in the
competitive exam on June 9 on his older
brother’s laptop, little did he realise that
the road to his making it to an IIT would
be full of hurdles.

Just three minutes before the dead-
line of 5 pm on June 24 to confirm his ad-
mission, the server of the portal stopped
responding, claims Atul, sitting in his
three-room house in Titora village in
Uttar Pradesh’s Muzaffarnagar district.
The fee of Rs 17,500 could not be submit-
ted and he lost his seat. Rajendrais a daily
wage labourer at a transformer factory
inMeerut and a part-time tailor. He earns
Rs 10,000-12,000 a month.

“After we missed the deadline by a
few seconds, we called IIT Dhanbad...

epaper.indianexpress.com .. -

Even the coaching institute where Atul
studied tried reaching out to the (IIT
Dhanbad) authorities,” claimed
Rajendra, adding that they got no relief.
The family then approached the National
Commission for Scheduled Castes, the
Jharkhand Legal Services Authority and
the Madras High Court in a bid to save
Atul's hard-earned seat. Eventually, they
approached the Supreme Court.

Atul and his family initially sought
help from the Jharkhand State Legal
Services Authority as he had appeared
for the exam at a centre in that state. He
was advised to move the Madras High
Court as it was IIT Madras that had con-
ducted the exam. The High Court, in turn,
directed him to move the Supreme
Court.

Students and teachers at the GAIL
Utkarsh Super 100 coaching centre in
Kanpur, where Atul had studied for 11
months, also provided guidance to the
family. “We are fortunate that our case
came to the attention of Chief Justice of
India (CJI) D Y Chandrachud,” said
Rajendra. "Three years ago, the CJI did
something wonderful...we are hopeful
that he will rule in our favour too.”

He was referring to a Supreme Court
decision in 2021 (Prince Jaibir Singh vs.

Union of India), when a bench led by
Justice Chandrachud allowed a Dalit stu-
dent to take admission in IIT Bombay de-
spite a delay in paying the admission fee.
It was the coaching institute who in-
formed the family about this instance.

Coincidentally, lawyers Amol Chitale
and Pragya Baghel, who are represent-
ing Atul, also represented Jaibir Singh.

When they went to the Supreme
Court, Atul told a bench of CJI DY
Chandrachud and Justices ] B Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra on Tuesday that it was
in his final attempt that he had cleared
JEE Advanced, and unless the top court
clears the decks for his admission, he
would lose his seat.

The bench then made an observation
that gave the family some hope. "Bearing
in mind the social background of the pe-
titioner and the hardship which he has
undergone, we are of the view that this
is a fit and proper case for the issuance
of notice to explore whether something
can be done for protecting the admission
of the petitioner,” said the three-judge
bench on September 24 while listing the
matter for September 30.

Atul, the youngest of four brothers, is
not the first from his family to make it to
IIT.
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survival of 12 out of the 17 cubs born. Second,
Pawan and Veera, who were released into
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captivity permanently.

flects poorly on the project management,

1'wo years of Project Cheetah: Status report and the road ahead

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

PROJECT CHEETAH, which saw the introduc-
tion of the African sub-species of the big catin
India, completed two years on September 17.
The ambitious project has two overarching
objectives. First, to establish a stable, breeding
population of cheetahs in central India. Two,
to use cheetahs as an umbrella species to re-
store open natural ecosys-
tems suchas scrubs, savan-
nahs, grasslands, and
degraded forests.

CONSERVATION

eight and 12 cheetahs.

These cheetahs were initially kept in soft-
release bomas — small enclosures inside the
national park to get them adapted to the lo-
cal environment. Although confined to an
area of roughly 1 sq km, the cheetahs hunted
live prey inside these bomas. While some
cheetahs were subsequently released in the
wild, they were eventually brought back into
the enclosures. Mating within the translo-
cated cohort of cheetahs
led to the birth of 17 cubs.

Of the 20 translocated
cheetahs, eight have died

Two years on, Project
Cheetah has seen marginal success. Many
challenges remain, as well as questions re-
garding its long-term outlook.

24 cheetahs survive

The project began with the interconti-
nental translocation of African cheetahs from
Namibia and South Africa to the Kuno
National Park in Madhya Pradesh. The

duetoavariety of reasons,
from attacks during mating to septicaemia
caused by tick infestation under the chee-
tahs’ radio collars. Of the 17 cubs, five have
perished. Currently, 24 cheetahs (12 adults
and 12 cubs) survive.

The next batch of 6-8 African cheetahs
are supposed to be translocated to the
Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary, also in
Madhya Pradesh.

EXPLAINED
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WHY SRILANKA'SNEW PRESIDENT HAS
DISSOLVED COUNTRY'S PARLIAMENT

A DAY after assuming office, Sri Lanka’s
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake on
Tuesday dissolved Parliament and an-
nounced a snap election on November 14.

Dissanayake had indicated during the
campaign that upon coming to power, he
would seek a fresh mandate to pursue his
policies. There is “no point continuing
with a Parliament that is not in line with
what the people want,” he had said, ac-
cording to media reports.

President Dissanayake with PM
Amarasuriya on Tuesday. Reuters

Political situation
Sri Lanka’s 225-member Parliament

has a term of five years. The previous elec-
tion took place in August 2020, which
means the now-dissolved Parliament was
supposed to be in place until August 2025.

However, the socialist National
People’s Power (NPP) alliance led by
Dissanayake and his Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) party, had just three seats
in this Parliament. This is because until
2022, the NPP largely remained on the
fringes of Sri Lankan politics.

The meteoric rise of the NPP, exem-
plified by the mandate received by
Dissanayake in Saturday’s presidential
election, came on the back of the mass
protests that rocked Sri Lanka in 2022.
The NPP led the street agitation against
years of economic mismanagement and
corruption — protests that forced the
powerful Rajapaksa family from power
and compelled President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa to flee the country.

Ranil Wickremesinghe, who became
President in July 2022, was backed in
Parliament by the Rajapaksas’ Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) party.

In the backdrop of this situation, it was
always likely that if he were to come to
power, Dissanayake would dissolve Parlia-
ment and call fresh elections, in which the
NPP would likely make major gains.

Minister can be from different political
parties. But in reality, ever since the
President was given executive powers in
1978, the two offices have been closely
aligned. This is because for all practical
purposes, the Prime Minister acts as
deputy to the President in Sri Lanka.

The President is both the head of state

and head of government, as well as the
commander-in-chief of the Sri Lankan
armed forces, and the head of the Union
cabinet. The President has the power to
dissolve Parliament. The President is di-
rectly elected for a six-year term.

The Prime Minister is the most senior

member of Parliament and the Union
cabinet, and the chief adviser to the
President. The PM s also the firstin line to
succeed the President. Wickremesinghe
was PM when Gotabaya was President.

What happens now

Hours before Dissanayake took oath as

President on Monday, Dinesh Gunawar-
dene resigned as Prime Minister. On
Tuesday, Dissanayake appointed Harini
Amarasuriya, one of the three NPP mem-
bers of Parliament, as Prime Minister.
Amarasuriya will head the Union cabinet,
which will act as the interim government

until elections take place in November. A

Sri Lankan system
Technically, the President and Prime

new PM will be appointed after that.
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Cheetah with her cubs in Kuno National
Park. Project Cheetah Annual Report 2023-24

Cheetahs still not in wild

The project has seen marginal success,
mainly on two fronts. First, with respect to
the successful breeding of the African chee-
tahs in a new climate and ecology and the

the wild last December, spent a considerable
amount of time in a free range, and travelled
far north of Kuno, even entering Rajasthan.

However, the project faced a significant
setback in August this year when Pawan was
found dead due to suspected drowning (the
autopsy report has not yet been made pub-
lic). After this incident, all 24 surviving chee-
tahs were put in enclosures. This has raised
questions about the cheetahs’ capabilities to
establish their own habitat in the wild.
Authorities say more cheetahs will be re-
leased after the monsoon.

Conservation scientists, however, have
criticised the delay in releasing the cheetahs
into the wild and questioned the lack of
transparency in the matter. Ravi Chellam, a
Bengaluru-based wildlife biologist and con-
servation scientist, cited a Namibian policy
which states that large wild carnivores
should not be kept in captivity for more than
three months. Beyond this period, the carni-
vore should either be euthanised or held in

EXPLAINED

Barring Veera, who is now inan enclosure,
and the now-dead Pawan, all the other chee-
tahs have been in enclosures for more thana
year now. Thisis contrary to the government’s
own plan which said the cheetahs would be
released in the wild after a4-5 week quaran-
tine period, followed by a 1-2 month accli-
matisation period, according to Chellam.

Problem of inadequate prey

A deficit in the prey base is one of the
biggest challenges faced by the project. The
project’s latest annual report has found that
the density of chital, the primary prey for chee-
tahs (and leopards), has declined from 23.43
animals per sq kmin 2021 to 17.5 animals per
sq kmin 2024. The current population of chi-
talin Kuno National Park is about 6,700.

Thisis far less than the numbers required
to sustain the 91 leopards and 12 adult chee-
tahs in the park. The leopard population
would need about 23,600 prey animals and
cheetahs about 3,120 prey animals annually.

According to Chellam, the lack of prey re-

POLITICS

given thatin 2022, Kuno was specifically cho-
sendue toits prey density. He said, “Whathas
happened to drastically change the ground
situation in such a short period of time?”

Road ahead

Experience from the project so far has
shown that the free-ranging cheetahs often
ventured far and wide, crossing state bound-
aries or entering human habitats. This has
brought interstate landscape conservation
plans under the spotlight.

Authorities aim to conserve the interstate
Kuno-Gandhi Sagar landscape, which includes
several forest patches outside sanctuaries,
parks and tiger reserves, spread over parts of
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. The step has
been spelt out as the way forward to establish
a population of 60-70 cheetahs in the region.

However, this landscape’s conservation
would be a Herculean task as it would in-
volve restoring the habitats adequately and
minimising the risks to cheetahs before they
can populate the space.

Clause 6 of Assam Accord

CM meets AASU leaders on implementing 52 recommendations of Justice Biplab Sarma committee on
safeguards for ‘Assamese people’ in Assam Accord, but 15 major issues remain in Centre’s domain

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, SEPTEMBER 25

AFTER A meeting with representatives of the
All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) on
Wednesday, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma set the ball rolling for the implemen-
tation of 52 recommendations of the Justice
Biplab Sarma Committee regarding Clause 6
of the Assam Accord, as announced by the
Assam government earlier this month.

This comes more than four years after the
Centre-appointed high-level committee fi-
nalised its report in February 2020.

Notably, 15 key recommendations of the
committee will not be implemented for the
time being. These, the chief minister said, will
require Constitutional amendments to be
implemented. “We will take up these mat-
ters with the Centre at the right forum,” he
posted on X on Wednesday.

What is Clause 6 of Assam Accord? What
is the Biplab Sarma committee report?

The historic Assam Accord was a
Memorandum of Settlement between the
Rajiv Gandhi-led Union government and the
leadership of the Assam Movement, primarily
the All Assam Students’ Union (AASU), which
was signed in 1985. The accord ended the six-
year-long agitationin Assam against the entry
of Bangladeshi migrants into the state.

Clause 6 of the accord states that
“Constitutional, legislative and administra-
tive safeguards, as may be appropriate, shall
be provided to protect, preserve and promote
the cultural, social, linguistic identity and
heritage of the Assamese people.”

InJuly 2019, the Union Home Ministry con-
stituted a 14-member committee chaired by
retired Assam High Court Justice Biplab Kumar
Sarma, and comprising judges, retired bureau-
crats, writers, AASU leaders and journalists, to
suggest ways toimplement the clause. Among
the key questions before the committee wasa
definition of “the Assamese people” eligible
for the “safeguards” under Clause 6.

The committee finalised its report in
February 2020. But instead of it being received
by the Union Home Ministry, which had con-
stituted the committee, the report was re-
ceived by then Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal of the BJP. In August
2020, four committee members released the
confidential report in the public domain.

Among the key recommendations made
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by the committee was that the definition of
“Assamese people”, for the purpose of imple-
menting Clause 6, should include “Indigenous
Tribals”, “Other Indigenous Communities of
Assam”, “Indian citizens residing in the terri-
tory of Assam on or before January 1,1951” and
their descendants, and “Indigenous Assamese”
people. Based on this, the committee made
several recommendations for reservations for
“Assamese people”, including in Parliament,
the state Assembly, local bodies, and jobs.

What recommendations of the report
will the Assam government implement?
Chief Minister Sarma said that the state
government has accepted 1951 as the “cut-off
date” for the specific recommendations of the
report. He said, however, that this definition
of “Assamese people” is confined to only the
context of the report’s recommendations.
Following a meeting with the AASU on
Wednesday, he said that the 67 broad rec-
ommendations made by the report can be
divided into three broad categories: 40 which
come under the exclusive domain of the state
government, 12 which will require the con-
currence of the Centre, and 15 which are in
the exclusive domain of the Centre. The 52
recommendations in the first two categories
will be implemented by April 2025, for
which the state government will submit a
roadmap to AASU by October 25 this year.
These 52 recommendations largely deal
with safeguards onlanguage, land, and cultural
heritage. Some key recommendations include:
LAND
M Creating Revenue Circles where only
“Assamese people” can own and possess
land, and transfer of such land in these areas

o

Assam Chief
Minister
Himanta Biswa
Sarma after the
meeting with
representatives
of AASU on
Wednesday.
Screengrab/X/
@himantabiswa

are limited to them alone;

B Launching a time-bound, three year
programme to allot land titles to “Assamese
people” who have occupied a certain piece
of land for decades, but are without posses-
sion of land documents;

M Carrying out a special survey of char ar-
eas (riverine regions along the Brahmaputra),
and for newly created chars to be treated as
government land, in which river erosion-af-
fected people should get priority in allotment;

LANGUAGE

M Keeping Assamese as the official lan-
guage throughout the state as per the 1960
Assam Official Language Act “with provisions
for use of local languages” in the Barak Valley,
Hill districts, and the Bodoland Territorial
Autonomous District;

W Making it compulsory for all state gov-
ernment acts, rules, orders, etc. to be issued
in Assamese along with English;

M Constituting an Autonomous Language
and Literature Academy/Council of Assam to
preserve and promote all indigenous lan-
guages of Assam;

W Making Assamese a compulsory subject
uptoclass VIl or class X in all English medium
schools, both under the state board and CBSE;

CULTURAL HERITAGE

M Establishing an autonomous authority
for the development of sattras (neo-
Vaishnavite monasteries), which will,
among other things, provide financial as-
sistance to them; and

M Creating multipurpose cultural com-
plexes in each district to “uplift” the cultural
heritage of all ethnic groups.

Chief Minister Sarma said that the au-
tonomous councils of Assam’s Sixth

Schedule Areas — namely the Bodoland
Territorial Council, the North Cachar Hills
Autonomous Council and the Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council — will decide whether
toimplement the 52 recommendations. The
Sixth Schedule of the Constitution provides
autonomous tribal councils in the states of
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram
certain legislative and judicial autonomy.

Which are the recommendations that
the Assam government has left out?

Some of the most sensitive recommen-
dations by the committee, however, do not
find mention in the 52 points listed by the
state government. Assam Congress president
Bhupen Borah recently referred to these as
the “soul” of the committee’s report.

Among them are the introduction of an
Inner Line Permit for entry into Assam as is in
place in Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Mani-
pur and Mizoram, as well as numerous reser-
vations for “Assamese people”. The latter in-
clude 80-100% reservation in Assam’s seats in
Parliament, and the same proportion reserved
in the state Assembly and local bodies; 80-
100% reservation in Assam government jobs;
and 70-100% reservations in vacancies arising
in undertakings run in partnership between
the Assam government and private compa-
nies. There was also arecommendation for the
creation of an Upper House (the Legislative
Council of Assam) which would be completely
reserved for the “Assamese people”.

The BJP’s political opponents have ques-
tioned where the Centre featured in discus-
sions regarding the implementation of the
committee’s recommendations. Former
AASU general secretary Lurinjyoti Gogoi,
who was a member of the committee, ques-
tioned whether the Union Home Ministry
even accepted the report.

“The Home Ministry has still not accepted
the report... Until itaccepts the report, the rec-
ommendations do not have any legal or consti-
tutional value... the fundamental points here
are those on political representation,” he said.

However, Chief Minister Sarma has said
that the Assam government will appeal to
the Centre to have talks with AASU, and work
towards the implementation of the remain-
ing 15 recommendations.

“Our aim is that we should not let those
recommendations which are attainable lie
by the wayside because of those which are
difficult and may take time,” he had said ear-
lier this month.

Deendayal Upadhyaya's Integral Humanism, ‘basic philosophy’ of the BJP

YASHEE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

WEDNESDAY MARKED the 108th birth an-
niversary of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya
(1916-1968), whose philosophy isamong the
mostimportant guiding principles of the BJP.

Upadhyaya was a pracharak of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), and a
founder leader of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh
(BJS), a party that existed from 1951 to 1977,
when it merged with the Janata Party. In
1980, former members of the BJS left Janata
and formed the BJP.

Upadhyaya, who was fondly referred to
as “Panditji” by his associates and followers,
was among the tallest thinkers of India’s right
wing. In 1964-65, Upadhyaya propounded
his main political and social idea, Integral
Humanism, which, according to the BJP’s
constitution, is the party’s “basic philosophy”.

The doctrine of Integral Humanism was
born from Upadhyaya’s desire to have
“uniquely Indian” ideas guide the journey

of the newly independent nation, as op-
posed to the many Western ‘isms’.

Upadhyaya’s philosophy

At its core, Integral Humanism is about
unity and harmony among the various
components that make up an individual,
and among individuals and society as a
whole. Integral Humanism sees an individ-
ual as made up of body, mind, intelligence,
and soul, and considers the development
and fulfillment of each as important.

A cornerstone of Integral Humanism is
the concept of the four purusharthas, or ar-
eas of human effort — dharma, artha, kama,
and moksha. “It is important to note that
Panditji always emphasised that he did not
invent these concepts; he drew upon the
wisdom of ancient Indian philosophy to for-
mulate his doctrine,” BJP leader Dr Sanjay
Paswan, who served as Minister in the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, told The Indian Express.

Context of philosophy

Deendayal Upadhyaya lights the lamp
at a Jana Sangh meeting. Express Archive

As independent India contemplated its
future and the path ahead for the nation,
there was a feeling among some patriots
that it should be guided by indigenous sys-
tems of thought, instead of popular

Western political philosophies.

On April 22, 1965, Upadhyaya said in a
lecture in Mumbai (then Bombay): “Among
the various isms that affected the West, the
principal ones were nationalism, democ-
racy, and socialism... Every now and then,
apart from these, the ideals of world peace
and world unity were also advocated. All
these are good ideals... But by itself, each
stands opposed to the rest in practice.
Nationalism poses a threat to world peace.
Democracy and capitalism join hands to
give a free reign to exploitation. Socialism
replaced capitalism and brought with it an
end to democracy and individual freedom.”

Thus, these ideals were far from perfect,
and Bharat, with its rich history of political
thought, should not ape them blindly, he said.

The four purusharthas

Upadhyaya described the difference in
Indian and Western ways of thinking thus:
“The first characteristic of Bharatiya culture
is that it looks upon life as an integrated
whole... The confusion in the West arises
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primarily from its tendency to think of life
in sections and then to attempt to put them
together by patchwork.”

While many believe that Indian philos-
ophy is overtly focused on the soul, the
Bharatiya way of thought gives equal im-
portance to the body, mind, intelligence,
and the soul — and at the level of the indi-
vidual, all four must be nourished for a truly
meaningful life, he said.

In terms of policymaking and public life,
he spoke of the four purusharthas: dharma,
artha, kama, and moksha.

“Purushartha means effort which befit
a man. The longings for dharma, artha,
kama, and moksha are inborn in man, and
the satisfaction of these gives him joy
(ananda). Of these four efforts too, we have
thoughtin an integrated way.

“Artha includes what are known as po-
litical and economic policies. According to
the ancients, it used to include Justice and
Punishment as well as Economics. Kama re-
lates to the satisfaction of various natural
desires. Dharma includes all those rules,

fundamental principles and ethical codes,
in accordance with which all the activities
in respect of Artha and Kama are to be car-
ried out, and all the goals thereof to be
achieved. This alone will ensure progress in
anintegrated and harmonious manner, and
lead ultimately to Moksha,” Upadhyaya said
in Mumbai on April 23, 1965.

Deendayal and BJP

The BJP says on its website that “all these
Indian thoughts should not be issues of ser-
mons but of politics. The policies of the
country should be made on their basis.”

Dr Paswan said that for India to truly be-
come a Vishwa Gury, it has to take the lead
in the sphere of thoughts and ideas — where
Upadhyaya’s contributions are especially
important. “Bharat may survive on vote
bank politics but will thrive only through
thought bank politics. Hence, we need to
make sure that our institutions are guided
by the basis of the wisdom contained in our
ancient texts, which Pandit Upadhyaya so
ably distilled.”
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Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian
addresses the UNGA
onTuesday. Reuters

UNITED NATIONS
Iran ‘ready to
resolve nuclear
standoff’

United Nations: Iran is
ready to end its nuclear
standoff with the West,
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian told the UNGA
on Tuesday, while calling
for an end to Russia's war
in Ukraine through dia-
logue.Iran's clerical estab-
lishment hopes to see an
easing of US sanctions.
“We are ready to engage
with participants of the
2015 nuclear deal. If the
deal's commitments are
implemented fullyand in
good faith, dialogue on
other issues can follow,"
Pezeshkian said.
REUTERS

UNITED STATES
Explosionat
courthousein
California

California: Authorities
were responding on
Wednesday to a reported
explosion at the Santa
Maria Courthouse in
California, according to
the Santa Barbara County
Sheriff's Office amid re-
ports thata suspectwasin
custody.It was not imme-
diately clear if there were
any injuries. “Santa Maria
Courthouse: report of an
explosion. Please avoid
the area. Scene has not
been deemed safe. More
info to follow,” the sher-
iff's office saidina poston
X.The suspect was in cus-
tody, the news outlet re-
ported. REUTERS

SINGAPORE

4 Indian-origin
men booked for
abusing cops

Singapore: Four men of
Indian origin were on
Wednesday charged with
causing public nuisance
and using abusive lan-
guage against a police offi-
cer in Singapore's Little
Precinct. A nearly two-
minute video of the four
abusing the police officer
atacrime scene cordoned
off toinvestigate analleged
murder on Sunday morn-
ing in Little India, was up-
loaded on the Facebook
page ROADS.sg, Channel
News Asia reported. The
incident took place in the
back lane of Sam Leong
Road in Little India, where
an alleged murder had
taken place. PTI

THAILAND
Same-sex
marriages to
start from Jan

Bangkok: Thailand’s land-
mark marriage equality
bill was officially written
into law Tuesday, allow-
ing same-sex couples to
legally wed. The law was
published in the Royal
Gazette after endorse-
ment by King Maha
Vajiralongkorn, and will
come into effectin 120
days. This means LGBTQ+
couples will be able to
register their marriage in
January 2025, making
Thailand the third place
in Asia, after Taiwan and
Nepal, to allow same-sex
marriage. Thailand has a
reputation for acceptance
and inclusivity but strug-
gled for decades to pass a
marriage equality law. AP

WASHINGTON, ALLIES WORKING TO AVERT WAR: BLINKEN

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

EU To LOOSEN PROTECTIONS FOR WOLVES

The European Union is moving toward backing plans to remove some of its protections for
wolves on the continent as their population grows, in the latest political clash between farmers
and environmentalists. Farmers in many countries have been angered by attacks on their livestock
by wolfpacks as the animals have taken hold in woods and fields close to agricultural lands. AP

Israel expands airstrikes on Lebanon,

prepares for possible ground invasion

REUTERS
BEIRUT, JERUSALEM, SEPT 25

ISRAEL’S MILITARY chief said
Wednesday that air strikes in
Lebanonwould continue in order
to destroy Hezbollah infrastruc-
ture and to prepare the way for a
possible ground operation by
Israeli forces.

Evenas he spoke, sources said
the United States had started a
diplomatic push to stop the fight-
inginboth Gazaand Lebanon,and
that proposals were being ham-
mered out at the U.N. General
Assembly in New York.

Israel on Wednesday widened
its airstrikes in Lebanon and shot
down a missile that the Iranian-
backed Hezbollah movement said
it had aimed at the headquarters
of the Mossad intelligence agency
near Israel’s biggest city, Tel Aviv.

“You hear the jets overhead;
we have been striking all day,”
General Herzi Halevi told Israeli
troops on the border with
Lebanon, according to a statement
from the military.

“This is both to prepare the
ground for your possible entry
and to continue degrading
Hezbollah.” World leaders ex-
pressed concern that the conflict
was escalating rapidly as the
death toll in Lebanon rose and
thousands fled their homes.

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said Washington and its
allies were working tirelessly to
avoid a full-blown war between
Israel and Hezbollah. Two
Lebanese officials, two Western
diplomats, a source familiar with
Hezbollah's thinking and a source
briefed on the talks, all of whom
declined to be named, said
Washington was leading a new
diplomatic push that for the first
time covered both conflicts - in
Gaza and Lebanon.

Smoke billows over southern Lebanon following an Israeli strike on Wednesday. Reuters

Israel’s goals may prove elusive
despite heavy blows on Hezbollah

JOSEPHKRAUSS
JERUSALEM, SEPTEMBER 25

ISRAEL SAYS its objective is to se-
cure the border with Lebanon so
that tens of thousands of people
who fled under Hezbollah fire
nearly a year ago can return to
their homes.

But it’s far from clear that its
recent operations — as tactically
successful as they were — will
bring that about. “No one either
inorout of the defense establish-
ment has any clue as to how to
translate these brilliant opera-
tional achievements into political
benefit, into a real victory that will
stop the war in the north,” colum-
nist Nadav Eyal wrote in Israel’s

TRUMP RALLY SHOOTING

Security lapses were
‘preventable’: Probe

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 25

MULTIPLE SECRET Service fail-
ures ahead of the July rally for for-
mer president Donald Trump
where a gunman opened fire
were “foreseeable, preventable,
and directly related to the events
resulting in the assassination at-
tempt that day”, according to a
bipartisan Senate investigation
released on Wednesday.
Similar to the agency's own
internal and an ongoing biparti-
san House probe, the interim re-
port from the Senate Committee
found multiple failures ahead of
the Butler, Pennsylvania shooting.

Investigators found that there
was no clear chain of command
among the Secret Service and
other security agencies and no
plan for coverage of the building
where the shooter climbed up to
fire the shots.

Officials were operating on
multiple, separate radio chan-
nels, leading to missed commu-
nications, and an inexperienced
drone operator was stuck on a
help line after his equipment
wasn't working correctly.

The report found the Secret
Service was notified about anin-
dividual on the roof of the build-
ing around two minutes before
shooter Thomas Matthew
Crooks opened fire at Trump.

Yediot Ahronot newspaper. “As
long as Hezbollah retains any fire-
power, the northern border will
not be able to return to normal.”

Hezbollah’s response to the
past week's escalation has
seemed meagre. The hundreds of
rockets and dronesit has fired into
northern Israel have
caused few casualties and
only scattered damage.

Butexperts sayitcan
weather Israeli strikes
and is likely holding its L
most potent weaponsin
reserve.

With Hezbollah, Israel has so
far adopted narrow objectives —
not the disarmament or defeat of
the militant group, but a new
arrangement in which militants

EXPLAINED
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retreat from the border and halt
attacks. But that may not be pos-
sible without a ground invasion.
Israel's Defence Minister
Yoav Gallant boasted that
Monday’s strikes alone had
taken out tens of thousands of
rockets and missiles.
Hezbollah has ac-
knowledged the blows,
but even if Gallant is
correct, it has consider-
@ able resources. “The
rocket unitis still active,
Hezbollah has absorbed
the initial shock, and the battle
has only begun,” said Qassim
Qassir, a former Hezbollah mem-
ber who wrote a book on it.
“Hezbollah has only used a small
part of its capabilities.” AP

RES IN ECUADOR

All-out war is
possible but not
inevitable: Biden

New York: US President Joe Biden
said on Wednesday an all-out
war was possible in the Middle
East but there was also the pos-
sibility of a settlement in Israel's
conflicts in Gaza and with the
Iran-backed Hezbollah in
Lebanon.

“An all-out war is possible,
butI think there's also the oppor-
tunity - we're still in play to have
asettlement that can fundamen-
tally change the whole region,”
Biden said.

Biden has been working to
calm tensions as the nearly year-
long war between Israel and
Palestinian militants Hamas in
the Gaza Strip now threatens to
engulf Lebanon.

Israel widened its airstrikes
in Lebanon on Wednesday and
shot down a missile Hezbollah
said it fired at the Mossad spy
agency near Tel Aviv. REUTERS

Evacuees will
return to north,
says Netanyahu

Jerusalem: Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on
Wednesday repeated a vow to
return the tens of thousands of
Israelis evacuated from northern
border areas to their homes and
said the Iran-backed Hezbollah
movement was being hit harder
than it could imagine. “I can't go
into detail about everything we
do, but I can tell you one thing:
We are determined to return our
residents in the north safely to
their homes,” he said in a brief
video message. REUTERS

A wildfire near Ecuador's capital Quito on Tuesday. The inferno has filled the city with smoke
and threatened homes amid Ecuador's worst drought in over 60 years. Reuters

Pressure on Starmer as Labour conference votes against cuts

REUTERS
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 25

MEMBERS OF Britain’s Labour
party narrowly voted against the
government’s decision to limit
winter fuel payments to the eld-
erly on Wednesday, a symbolic
move piling pressure on Prime
Minister Keir Starmer who has

backed the cuts to help stabilise
the economy.

Starmer has stood by the cuts
to payments to help the elderly
cover fuel bills, saying short-term
pain was necessary to spur eco-
nomic growth.

But Labour delegates at the
conference voted against the gov-
ernment with a show of hands at
the conference in Liverpool fol-

o
A

lowing animpassioned speech by

Sharon Graham, head of the Unite

union, one of Britain's biggest.
Toastanding ovation, Graham

UK Prime
Minister
Keir Starmer

said she did not understand “how
our new Labour government can
cut the winter fuel allowance for
pensioners but leave the super
rich untouched”.

“This is not what people voted
for, itis the wrong decision and it
needs to be reversed.” she said.

Starmer says he was forced to
make tough decisions,after the
previous Conservative govern-

ment lefta £22billion black hole
in public finances — a charge the
Conservatives deny.

But the row over the cuts cast
a pall over the conference and
looks set to continue to be a point
of conflict between some British
unions, traditional backers of
Labour, and a government fo-
cused on reining in spending to
meet its fiscal targets.

Russia may use
nukes if attacked:
Putin warns West

Says a nuclear power supporting attack
on Russia can be considered aggressor

REUTERS
MOSCOW, SEPTEMBER 25

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR Putin said
on Wednesday that Russia could
use nuclear weapons if it was at-
tacked by any state and that any
conventional attack on Russia
that was supported by a nuclear
power would be considered to be
ajoint attack.

Putin, opening a meeting of
Russia’s Security Council at-
tended by top officials, said that
proposals had been made to
change Russia's nuclear doctrine
and said he would like to under-
score one of the proposed key
changes.

“It is proposed that aggres-
sion against Russia by any non-
nuclear state, but with the par-
ticipation or supportof a nuclear
state, be considered as their joint
attack on the Russian
Federation,” Putin said.

“The conditions for Russia's
transition to the use of nuclear
weapons are also clearly fixed,”
Putin said, adding that Moscow
would consider such a move if it
detected the start of a massive
launch of missiles, aircraft, or
drones against it.

Russia, Putin said, also re-
served the right to use nuclear
weapons if it or Belarus were the
subject of aggression, including
by conventional weapons.

Putin said the clarifications
were carefully calibrated and
commensurate with the modern
military threats facing Russia.

Meanwhile, Russia said on
Wednesday it had captured two

President Vladimir Putin at
Russia’s Security Council
meeting, Wednesday. Reuters

more villages in Ukraine and was
attacking in the town of Vuhledar,
alongtime Ukrainian stronghold.

Russia's Defence Ministry said
its forces had taken the villages of
Hostre and Hryhorivka, whose
capture Reuters could not inde-
pendently confirm.

State news agency RIA cited
the Russian-installed head of
Donetsk region, Denis Pushilin, as
saying that fighting was taking
placeinside Vuhledar, which had
a pre-war population of 14,000.

The Ukrainian governor of the
region, Vadym Filashkin, said
Russia's troops had not reached
the outskirts of Vuhledar but its
reconnaissance groups were op-
erating. “Our defenders are trying
to knock them out. The town has
not been captured,” he said.

Asked about reports that
Russian forces had encircled
Vuhledar, a fortified mining town
that has anchored Ukrainian de-
fences in the southern Donetsk
region since the start of the war
in 2022, Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said: “The dy-
namic is positive.”

China conducts rare
ICBM test, launches
it into Pacific Ocean

LAURIE CHEN
& BEN BLANCHARD
BEIJING, TAIPEI,SEPTEMBER 25

China said on Wednesday it had
successfully conducted a rare
launch of an intercontinental
ballistic missile into the Pacific
Ocean, a move likely to raise in-
ternational concerns about the
country’s nuclear build-up.

The ICBM, carrying a dummy
warhead, was launched by the
People’s Liberation Army Rocket
Force at 8:44 a.m. Beijing time
(0044 GMT) on Wednesday and
“fell into expected sea areas,” the
Chinese defence ministry said in
astatement, adding thatitwasa
“routine arrangement in our an-
nual training plan” and not di-
rected at any country or target.

China “informed the coun-
tries concerned in advance,” ac-
cording to a separate Xinhua re-
port, which did not clarify the
path of the missile or where in
the “high seas of the Pacific
Ocean” it fell.

The launch “effectively tested
the performance of weapons
and equipment and the training
level of the troops, and achieved
the expected goal,” Xinhua re-
ported.

A Japan Coast Guard official
said it had received a navigation

IN 2010, COUNTRY’S LONGEST-SERVING BISHOP ADMITTED TO SEXUALLY ABUSING NEPHEW FOR 13 YEARS

Belgium’s legacy of abuse clouds Pope trip as survivors seek reparations

NICOLE WINFIELD
& RAF CASERT
VATICANCITY,SEPTEMBER 25

FRESH OFF a four-nation tour of
Asia,where he saw record-setting
crowds and vibrant church com-
munities, Pope Francis travels to
Belgium this week as the country
again confronts its appalling
legacy of clergy sex abuse and in-
stitutional cover-up.

He will receive a sobering wel-
come: Abuse survivors have
penned an open letter to Francis,
asking him to launch a universal
system of church reparations and
assume responsibility for the
wreckage that abuse has wrought

on their lives.
Anotherunpleasant welcome
has come from Belgium’s parlia-
ment, which spent the past year
hearing victims recount harrow-
ing stories of predator priests and
this week announced a follow-on
investigation. The scope? How
Belgian judicial and law enforce-
ment authorities bungled a mas-
sive 2010 criminal investigation
into the church’s sex crimes.
None of this was foreseen
when Belgian King Philippe and
Queen Mathilde met with Francis
inthe Vatican Apostolic Palace on
September 14, 2023 and invited
him to visit to commemorate the
600th anniversary of the found-
ing of Belgium’s two Catholic uni-

Pope Francis arrives for a weekly general audience at the
Vatican on Wednesday. Reuters
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versities. “Clearly the pope is
aware of the difficulty, and that
foryears there has been suffering
in Belgium, and certainly we can
expect a reference in this sense,”
Vatican spokesman Matteo Bruni
said. Revelations of Belgium’s
horrific abuse scandal have drib-
bled out in bits over a quarter-
century, punctuated by the
bombshell yearin 2010, when the
country’slongest-serving bishop,
Bruges Bishop Roger
Vangheluwe, was allowed to re-
sign without punishment, after
admitting he had sexually abused
his nephew for 13 years.

Two months later, Belgian po-
lice staged what were then un-
precedented raids on Belgian

church offices, the home of the
country’s recently retired
Archbishop Godfried Danneels
andeventhe cryptofaprelate—a
violation the Vatican decried at
the time as “deplorable.”
Danneels, alongtime friend of
Francis, was caught on tape trying
to persuade Vangheluwe’s
nephew to keep quiet until the
bishop retired. And finally, in
September 2010, the church re-
leased a 200-page report com-
piled by child psychiatrist Peter
Adriaenssens who said 507 peo-
ple had come forward with sto-
ries of being molested by priests,
including when they were as
young as two. He identified at
least 13 suicides by victims and at-

The ICBM was launched into
the Pacific Ocean. File

warning from China on Monday
for “space debris” in three zones
in South China Sea and the
Pacific north of the Philippines’
Luzon island, and in the South
Pacific, on Wednesday.

The official declined to con-
firm whether it was related to
the reported missile launch.

Itis rare for China to fire long-
range missiles into the sea as it
prefers to test them unan-
nounced in isolated provinces
such as Inner Mongolia, analysts
said. The PLA Rocket Force,
which oversees the country’s
conventional and nuclear mis-
siles, has been tasked with mod-
ernising China's nuclear forces in
the face of developments such as
improved U.S. missile defences,
better surveillance capabilities,
and strengthened alliances.

REUTERS

tempts by six more.

And despite everything that
was known and already in the
publicdomain, the scandal reared
its head in a shocking new way
last year, when a four-episode
Flemish documentary,
“Godvergeten” (Godforsaken)
aired on public broadcaster VRT
in the weeks surrounding the
royal visit to the Vatican.

For the first time, Belgian vic-
tims told their stories on camera
one after another, showing
Flemish viewers in their living
rooms the scope of the scandal
in their community, the deprav-
ity of the crimes and their sys-
tematic cover-up by the Catholic
hierarchy. AP
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DUTIES NOT ENOUGH, SAYS OFFICIAL

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA &
AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

INDIA’S CLEAN energy manufac-
turing is feeling the impact of
Chinese predatory pricing, which
is affecting the country’s ability to
promote its ambitious domestic
manufacturing under the
Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme,a government official told
The Indian Express on Wednesday.
“The Chinese have aggres-
sively slashed prices in the clean
energy sector suchas solarenergy;,
posing a challenge for domestic
manufacturing growth. Even anti-
dumping duties are insufficient.
Solutions such as collaboration
with the West are being explored,
as several Western countries, in-
cluding Germany, are facing sim-
ilar challenges,” the official said.
This comes days after the US
advised India to “expand and pro-
tect” its clean energy manufactur-
ing. India’s PLI schemes have in-
vested over $4.5 billion to catalyse
nascent clean energy manufac-
turing, however, “additional poli-
cies are essential” to expand and
protect these investments in the
face of “global market dynamics
“and “thin profit margins”,accord-

‘Hyundai,
Swiggy IPOs
get Sebi nod’

New Delhi: Hyundai Motor India
Ltd, the Indian arm of South
Korean automaker Hyundai, and
food and grocery delivery major
Swiggy have received capital mar-
kets regulator Sebi’s approval to
float initial public offerings (IPOs),
people familiar with the develop-
ment said on Wednesday.
Sources had previously stated
that the South Korean automaker
islooking toraise atleast $3 billion
(about Rs 25,000 crore) through
aninitial share sale, while the [IPO
of Swiggy has been pegged at over
Rs 10,000 crore. With regards to
Swiggy, the food delivery major
filed its offer document on April
30 through the confidential pre-
filing route, keeping details undis-
closed forthetimebeing.  PTI

— BRIEFLY —

MakeinIndialed
toriseinexports:
PM Modi

New Delhi: On the 10th an-
niversary of his government’s
flagship scheme ‘Make in
India’, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Wednesday that it has led to
arise in exports in different
sectors, building capacities
and strengthening economy.
He said on X, “Today, we mark
10 years of Make In India. I
complimentall those whoare
tirelessly working to make
this movement a success over
the last decade.” PTI

Sensexends

above record
85,000 evel

Mumbai: Sensex closed above
the 85,000 level for the first
time while Nifty scaled the
26,000 peak at close on
Wednesday as fag-end buy-
ing in banking and power
shares helped stock markets
recoup early losses. After a
see-saw trade during the day;,
the 30-share BSE Sensex rose
by 255.83 points or 0.30 per
cent to settle at an all-time
high of 85,169.87. PTI

ADBretains
India’s growth

forecastat 7%

New Delhi: The Asian
Development Bank (ADB)on
Wednesday retained India’s
growth forecast for the cur-
rent fiscal at 7 per cent saying
better farm outputand higher
government spending will
boost economic activity. PTI

ing to an India-US joint statement
released Saturday.

This is not the first time con-
cerns have been raised over
China’s impact on domestic clean
energy manufacturing. The
Economic Survey 2023-24 had
highlighted that China’s manufac-
turing trade surplus has been ex-
panding since 2019 due to weak
domesticdemand and increasing
industrial capacity. The mismatch
between domestic supply and de-
mand in China has widened in re-
cent years, prompting Chinese
companies to seek additional mar-
kets overseas, the survey noted.

Indicating coercive actions
taken by China to restrict India’s
access to solar equipment, the sur-
vey stated: “...in response to
India’s anti-dumping probe

File

against Chinese entities, China has
been quietly blocking India’s ac-
cess to solar equipment.”

Notably, to safeguard invest-
ments in domestic solar photo-
voltaic (PV) module manufactur-
ing, including those under the PLI
scheme, the Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE) rein-
stated the Approved List of
Models and Manufacturers
(ALMM) order on April 1.

This order bars domestic solar
projects from using imported
modules, primarily from China,
which are sold at significantly
lower prices. In June 2024, im-
ported modules were priced atan
average of 9.1 cents per watt (CIF
basis), while domestic modules
averaged 18 cents per watt, ac-
cording to Crisil.

Earlier this month, the min-
istry announced plans to extend
the ALMM order to solar cells
from April 2026. The PLI scheme
for high-efficiency PV modules,
witha total budgetary outlay of Rs
24,000 crore across two tranches,
alsoincentivises solar cell produc-
tion. Notably, 3,212 MW of
Arizona-based First Solar’s mod-
ule manufacturing capacity in
Tamil Naduis listed in the ALMM,
making it one of India’s largest
module manufacturers. First Solar
is also a beneficiary of the PLI
scheme, eligible for Rs 1,177 crore
inincentives for establishing 1,700
MW of manufacturing capacity.

“Let’s be clear: imported solar
modules and cells are being
dumped from China, and this anti-
competitive behaviour has dis-
torted market pricing. Chinese so-
larmanufacturers are selling their
products at prices below the cost
of production due to systemic
overcapacity in Chinese crystalline
silicon solar supply chains,” Sujoy
Ghosh, VP & MD of First Solar’s
India operations, told The Indian
Express earlier. India has a similar
list for wind turbines, the Revised
List of Models & Manufacturers
(RLMM), but wind turbine manu-
facturersare notyeteligible for PLI
schemes, despite industry appeals.

[llicit market in 5 key Indian industries:

Textiles and Apparel with an illicit market size of Rs 4,03,915 crore in 2022-23
accounts for over 50% of the total illicit market, as per FICCI CASCADE report

THE SIZE OF THE MARKET

FMCG - Packaged Foods

FMCG - Personal & Household Care Goods ¥73,813cr

Textilesand Apparels
Tobacco Products
Alcoholic Beverages
Total

Size of illicit trade directly
proportional to higher
taxes; far more profound
in tobacco and alcohol

Value (2022-23)
%2,23,875¢r

?4,03,915cr
£30,017cr
66,106 cr
$7,97,726 cr

B gSource: FICCI CASCADE Report

Govt housing likely to be excluded
from new retail inflation measure

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 25

EMPLOYER-PROVIDED dwellings
such as government accommo-
dations are likely to get excluded
from the new methodology to
measure retail inflation rate in
India, sources said. The revision,
when implemented, will help
gauge the impact of rentals and
housing prices on inflation more
accurately, they said.

The need torevise housing in-
dex was also part of the sugges-
tions given by forecasters and
economists at the interaction or-
ganised by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) on
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
and Consumer Price Index (CPI)
on Tuesday in Mumbai.

“It was shared with us as a
suggestion earlier also. Housing
inflation segment needs to be re-
flective of the on-ground changes
inrentals and housing prices and
it has been felt that by including
only privately-rented dwellings,
it may present a better picture,”
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an official told The Indian Express.

Overall, the housing segment
inretail inflation carries a weight
of 10.07 per cent in the CPL
Government-provided dwellings
are a subset of the housing seg-
ment. Rural inflation does not
have any weightage for housing
and thus, the entire weight is at-
tributable for urban areas.

The proposed revision to the
housingindex s part of a series of
measures being planned to be in-
corporated in the new inflation
series. The Ministry is also sepa-
rately working on the revision of
the base year for GDP, for which
it has internally set a target date

of February 2026.

At present, a total of 13,368
dwelling units of different types,
covering 310 towns, are in the
sample for collection of rent data
for inflation. House rent index is
compiled for two categories of
dwellings: rented dwellings (in-
cludes employer provided
dwellings) and owner
occupied/self-owned dwellings.

Among the other suggestions
that came out after the discus-
sions held with forecasters and
economists included the need to
conduct frequent Household
Consumption Expenditure
Surveys to ensure frequent base
revision of CPI and other macro-
economic indicators.

The Ministry also discussed
the need for emphasis on the
spatial dimension of GDP by dis-
aggregating it in terms like ur-
ban /rural, district domestic
product etc. The discussions also
focused on the need to reduce
discrepancy in estimation of
GDP from two approaches along
with noting the need for better
coverage of services in the re-
vised series of CPI.

‘Gold loan segment to hit JIOL cr this fiscal’

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER 25

ORGANISED GOLD loans by banks
and non-banking financial com-
panies (NBFCs) are set to exceed
Rs 10,00,000 crore in the current
financial year (FY25) and hit the
Rs 15,00,000 crore mark by March
2027, according to areport.

While banks remain domi-
nant driven by their gold jew-
ellery-backed agriculture loans, at
the same time, NBFCs hold the
pole position in retail gold loans
and are expected toexpand at 17-
19 per cent in FY25, rating firm
ICRA said.

It said overall, organised gold

M

loan business expanded at a
compounded annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 25 per cent over the
period FY20-FY24, driven by
banks, which expanded these
loans at a higher CAGR of 26 per
cent, while the NBFCs expanded
theirs at 18 per cent during the
same period.

Banks’ gold loan growth was

driven by agriculture loans backed
by gold jewellery, which grew at
a CAGR of 26 per cent during
FY20-FY24,while their retail gold
loans grew by 32 per centon a
lower base. “Consequently, the
share of the NBFCs reduced dur-
ing this period, which were largely
focussed on retail GLs for con-
sumption or business purposes,”
ICRA said.

Public sector banks (PSBs) ac-
counted for about 63 per cent of
the overall gold loans in March
2024, up from 54 per cent in
March 2019, while the NBFC and
private banks’ shares moderated
by equal measure during this
period. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com
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Meanwhile, the Advanced
Chemistry Cell (ACC) PLI scheme,
which aims to incentivise 50 gi-
gawatt hours (GWh) of battery
manufacturing, has already allo-
cated40 GWh, including20 GWh
to Ola Electric, 15 GWh to Reliance
Industries, and 5 GWh to Rajesh
Exports. This scheme, with aRs
18,100 crore budgetary outlay, is
technology-agnostic — meaning
beneficiaries can set up capacities
for electric vehicle (EV) batteries
or for batteries used in energy
storage systems. Toincentivise the
production of key battery materi-
als such as graphite, the domestic
industry has called for greater col-
laboration with the US.

“We're pushing for a critical
minerals agreement, similar to the
US-Japan agreement, which
would make Indian products
compliant with the Inflation
Reduction Act(IRA). Itwill benefit
India because the entire raw ma-
terial ecosystem — technology,
capital, and investments into
mines — will follow naturally. It
also won'’t cost the government
anything — it’s not a subsidy
scheme,” Vikram Handa, MD of
Epsilon Advanced Materials, a
Mumbai-based company that
manufactures graphite anodes,
told The Indian Express in July.

FM urges
AlIB to adopt
client-centric
approach

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday said the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AlIB) should continue to focus on
a client-centric approach and fa-
cilitate low-income countries to
avail financial resources through
technical assistance.

During a meeting with AIIB
President Jin Liqun ahead of the
9th Annual Meeting of Board of
Governors in Samarkand
(Uzbekistan), she appreciated
AlIB's rapid growthinashort span
of nine years.

“The Union Finance Minister
suggested that @AIIB_Official
should continue strengthening its
client centricapproach and facili-
tate member countries, particu-
larly Low-Income Countries to
avail financial resources through
technical assistance and other
non-financial services,” the
Finance Ministry said ina poston
X. India is the second largest
shareholder and the largest client,
the AlIB President appreciated
India’s contributions to the gover-
nance and overall growth of the
bankand expressed to explore op-
portunities to further strengthen
the ties with India. FE
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To push clean energy transition,

Clean energy: Hit by China’s predatory indiajoins US-led Minerals
pricing, India ‘exploring ties with West

s Security Finance Network

Securing critical minerals in focus amid an
overwhelming dependence on China for rare earths

ANILSASI
NEW DELHI,.SEPTEMBER 25

INDIAIS now formally a part of the
Minerals Security Finance
Network, a US-led initiative aim-
ing to strengthen cooperation
among members to secure sup-
ply chains for critical minerals. The
announcement, made by the US
State Department on the margins
of the United Nations General
Assembly on September 23, in-
volved a pactentered by 14 coun-
triesand the European Union. The
Minerals Security Finance
Network (MSEN) is a new initia-
tive that stems from the Minerals
Security Partnership (MSP), a
framework established by the US
in2022. Indiawas inducted to the
MSP in June 2023.

Creating synergies

The strengthening of the MSP
with an additional offshootin the
MSFN comes ata time when there
is an overwhelming dependence
on countries such as China for crit-
ical resources, especially with re-
spect to rare earth minerals.

Under this new partnership,
signatory nations acknowledged
that the scope and scale of meet-
ing the rapidly increasing global
demand for critical minerals to
achieve the proposed clean en-
ergy transition was “beyond the
purview of any single institution”
and that the public sector and pri-
vate sector in member countries
“would need to work together to
deploy capital into new and exist-
ing markets in this sector”.

This new partnership brings
together DFIs (development fi-
nance institutions) and ECAs (ex-
port creditagencies) from the par-
ticipating nations to “create
synergies, and increase impact”.

“The participating DFIs and
ECAs discussed, including with
representatives from the private

Catalysing
@ investments

EXPLAINED

INJUNE 2023, India had
been inducted into the
Minerals Security
Partnership, a US-led col-
laboration of these 14
countries that aimed to
catalyse public and private
investment in critical min-
eral supply chains globally.

sector, how they can work to-
gether tomeet this challenge,” the
Joint Statement on Establishment
of the Minerals Security
Partnership Finance Network said.
“The energy transition is at risk.
We need more production capac-
ity for critical minerals that need
to come online — many of these
supply chains are concentrated in
one or two countries and lack re-
silience,” US Undersecretary of
State Jose W Fernandez said dur-
ing the United Nations General
Assembly in New York.

Earlier, in June 2023, Indiahad
beeninducted into the MSP,aUS-
led collaboration of these 14 coun-
tries thataimed to catalyse public
and private investment in critical
mineral supply chains globally. A
joint India-US statement issued
issued on June 23,2023, had then
reiterated the intention of the two
governments “to work together to
ensure that our respective mar-
kets are well-supplied with the es-
sential critical minerals” and reaf-
firming a pledge by the two sides
“to hasten bilateral collaboration
to secure resilient critical miner-
als supply chains”, welcomed
Indiainto the grouping. India’s in-
clusion had particular significance
given that one of the key elements
of New Delhi’s growth strategy is
powered by an ambitious shift in
the mobility space through the

conversion of a large part of pub-
licand private transport to electric
vehicles. This, alongside a con-
certed electronics manufacturing
and semiconductor push, under-
lines the need to secure the sup-
ply of critical minerals.

The proposal toonboard India
in the MSP initiative last year
came after a strong diplomatic
push mounted by New Delhi,
given that there was considerable
disquiet within sections of the
Union government over the coun-
trynot findinga place in the strate-
gic partnership that was aimed at
reducing dependency on China
for securing critical minerals. The
concerns grew after the partner-
ship, originally floated mid 2022,
wasexpandedinearly 2023 toin-
clude anew member, Italy.

The MSP is learnt to have
weighed the possibility of collab-
orative work on some 150-odd
projects and shortlisted a dozen
projects where members are
likely to commence work, includ-
ing fostering a critical minerals
and metals cooperation forum for
sharing of expertise, developing
battery materials and jointly de-
veloping a minerals processing fa-
cility in South America.

Supply chains

The MSP grouping, industry
insiders said, is focused on the
supply chains of minerals such as
cobalt, nickel, lithium and also the
17 “rare earth” minerals. While
cobalt, nickel and lithium are re-
quired for batteries used in elec-
tric vehicles, rare earth minerals
are critical, in trace amounts, in the
semiconductors and high-end
electronics manufacturing. China
isa strong player in this space and
has created processing infrastruc-
ture inrare earth minerals and has
acquired mines in Africa for sourc-

ing elements such as cobalt.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

GoM for GST cut on educational
items, hike for high-value apparel

PRIYANSHVERMA &
PRASANTASAHU
NEW DELHI|, SEPTEMBER 25

THE GROUP of Ministers (GoM)
on GST rate rationalisation is un-
derstood to be in favour of re-
ducing the tax rate on many
items including “education ma-
terials” to 5 per cent from 12 per
cent to provide relief to large
sections of people.

According to a source privy to
the discussions held by the GoM
in Goa on Wednesday, the panel

Hospitalisation claims
up 1% in FY24; kidney,
heart procedures top list

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 25

AVERAGE HOSPITALISATION
claim size in the country saw a
sharp jump of 11.35 per cent to
Rs 70,558 in FY24, from Rs
62,548 crore in the previous fis-
cal year, says a report.

Men on an average claimed
Rs 77,543, while women claimed
Rs 69,553 (without maternity),
general insurer ACKO said in its
India Health Report 2024.

The jump in hospitalisation
expenses indicates the surge in
healthcare costs and medical in-
flation in the country.

The largest claim related to
heart disease — specifically for a
cardiac procedure — filed in the
past year exceeded Rs 1.1 crore,
while the biggest kidney disease-
related claim topped Rs 24 lakh.

The costs of common med-
ical procedures have escalated,
with angioplasty (PTCA) costs
soaring from Rs 1-1.5 lakh in
2018 to Rs 2-3 lakh in 2024, and
projections suggest that the cost
could reach Rs 6-7 lakh by 2030,
the report said. The report’s find-
ings are based on 60,000 health
insurance claims filed with
ACKO during 2023-24.

The report showed that kid-

ney transplant costs have dou-
bled, fromRs 5-8 lakh in 2018 to
Rs 10-15 lakh in 2024, with ex-
pectations of it surpassing Rs 20
lakh by 2030.

Two cities — Kolkata and
Mumbai emerged as the leading
metros for circulatory system
disorders, including heart at-
tacks, strokes, and other is-
chemic conditions.

“Specifically, 7.03 per cent of
total claims in Kolkata last year
were attributed to heart dis-
eases, while Mumbai saw 7 per
cent. Chennai and Pune followed
with 6.45 per cent and 5.5 per
cent respectively, all surpassing
the national average for heart-
related claims,” the report
showed.

In terms of kidney-related
diseases, Delhi NCR had the
highest proportion of claims.
Kochi, Secunderabad, and
Bengaluru also reported kidney
health claims above the national
average. In Delhi NCR, 35.3 per
cent of total claims were kidney-
related, followed by Kochi at 18
per cent. Secunderabad (17.4 per
cent), Bengaluru (13.1 per cent),
and Jaipur (12.8 per cent) simi-
larly recorded kidney-related
claims exceeding the national
average. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

alsoreached anunderstandingon
a proposal to raise the rates of
many textile and apparel items
beyond a threshold price of Rs
1,000 from 5 per cent now to 12
per centor 18 per cent. The move,
according to the source, would
help in achieving “revenue neu-
trality”by raising the weighted av-
erage GST rate.

The revenue neutral rate
(RNR) during the introduction of
GST was determined at 15.5 per
cent, but the weighted average
GST rate got reduced to below 11
per cent due to reduction in tax

rates in a large number of items
since the indirect tax regime was
rolled out in July 2017.

On Wednesday, however, the
panel did not take up the con-
tentious issue of reducing tax on
health insurance, or exempting it
from the GST’s ambit. It also did
notdiscuss tweaking the four slab
structure of GST.

“These will bediscussed inthe
next GoM meetings on October 19
and October 20,” said the source.
“The left-over issues, untouched
today will also be discussed in the
next meetings.” FE

IRAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD.

&l O/o CE (TD), Vth Floor, Dreamax Plaza, Sahakar Marg, Jaipur, Email: ce.td@rrvun.com

E-Tender Notice

www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj.Samwad/C/24/5651

Online tenders are invited for TN-27 (RVU2425GLOB01160) Supply of
ERW pipes IS 3589 and TN-28 (RVU2425GLOB01163) Supply of ERW pipes
IS 1239, for various power plants of RVUN. Tender details are available on
websites www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/rvunl &

RVUN/PR-4061

Superintending Engineer (TD)

B4 RAJASTHAN STATE GANGANAGAR SUGAR MILLS LIMITED

NOTICE INVITING BIDS

UBN INiB
No.

Particulars of Bid

Last Date of
Submission of Bids

GSM2425GLRC00043| 11

RATE CONTRACT FOR NON ADHESIVE
LABELS OF DIFFERENT SIZES

Till date
09.10.2024 6.00 PM

Raj.Samwad/C/24/5674

Bids for non-adhesive labels are invited from interested bidders up to 6.00 p.m. of
09.10.2024. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state and
departmental website http://excise.rajasthan.gov.in/.

Dy. General Manager (Purchase)

No. NIT/2024-25/14991-99

e e 3 SieTE R amitd @ S ¥

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR

ST E-faferer ge W 226/2024-25
i % 5 o Bz e e 5 e S o e i At # g v st b A e e A

Date 24.09.2024

wE I A (F)

Construction of High Level Bridge across River Banas Between Didyach & Deoli on MDR-182
(SWM Dhamoon Kalan Bilopa Ekra Binjari CRB Deoli Sarsop Road) in Sawai Madhopur on Lakh

®d o feerur
EPC Mode. UBN :RRC2425WLOB0063

8299.16

fifaer & weiftd gom § ffag gok, eReY IR, SRAee @R 9 @eW @ akig afed el faeror vd deieE dewEe
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in 721 http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc T @1 ST T ¢ |
$ogH TASH! 1 310 fefted exmar & WeAm | J9Ee http:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in T IREE HAMT SERaF T |

HEYS LR

8 RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LIMITED

Tenders are invited from reputed contractors registered in AA class with RRVPNL
and Central/State Govt. Department and their undertakings and registered in GST
department for the NIT No. 07/2024-25 at S. No. 01 to 11 under Executive Engineer
(Civil), RVPNL, Ajmer / Mertacity / Sikar and NIT No. 08/2024-25 at S. No. 01 to 07 under
Executive Engineer (Civil), RVPNL, Ajmer / Mertacity/ Sikar. All details of above NIB are
https://energy.rajasthan.gov.in/rrvpn &
https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.

For NIB No 07/2024-25-
VPN2425WSOB01500, VPN2425WSOB01501,
VPN2425WSOB01506 to VPN2425WSOB01509, VPN2425WS0OB01511,

available on website

UBN No. :-
VPN2425WSOB01541,

VPN2425WSOB01512
UBN No. :-

VPN2425WS0OB01505

Raj.Samwad/C/24/5694

For NIB No. 08/2024-25- VPN2425WSOB01542 to
VPN2425WSOB01544. VPN2425WSOB01503, VPN2425WSOB01504,

RRVPN/TR-6377/2024

VPN2425WSOB01539 to

Superintending Engineer
(Civil), Ajmer
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Classifieds

Itis for general information that
I,Uma Shanker Chamoli, S/o-
Goverdhan Prasad
Chamoli,R/0-1203,Tower No.-
02,0xirich Avenue,Niho
Scottish Garden,Ahinsa
Khand-2, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh,-
201014,declare thatthe name
of my father has been wrongly
written as Govardhan Prasad
Chamoli in my passport.No.-
Z3152106 the correct name of
my father is Goverdhan Prasad
Chamoli, which may be
amended accordingly.

0040751227-4

Itis for general information that
1,Gurjit Singh,S/0-Manjeet
Singh,R/0-C-5, Upper Ground
Floor,Hazara Park,Shiv
Puri,Krishna-Nagar,Delhi-
110051,declare that name of
mine and my minor daughter
Ajooni Kaur Age-14Years has
been wrongly-written as
Gurjeet Singh and Azooni Kaur
in my minor daughter School-
Record Guru Harkishan Public
school,New Delhi Society. The
actual name of mine and my
minor daughter are Gurjit
Singh and Ajooni Kaur
respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

0040751227-7

Itis for general information that
I, SHALINI SINHA W/0 PRAKASH
RANJAN R/0 H.No.-313, Third
Floor, Ward No.4, Mehrauli,
New Delhi-110030 declare that
name of mine has been
wrongly written as SHALINI
RANJAN in my minor
daughter’s namely SAMRIDDHI
RANJAN, aged 13 yearsin her
school record. The actual name
of mine is SHALINI SINHA,
which my be amended
accordingly. 0040751150-1

I,hitherto known as JOGINDER
SINGH alias JOGINDRA
SINGH,S/0O-SHER SINGH,R/O-
H.NO-495VILLAGE-JOURI
KALAN,JORIKALAN,
JANAULA,GURGAON,
HARYANA-122503,have
changed my,name and shall
hereafter be known as
JOGINDER SINGH.It is certified
that I,have complied with other
legal,requirements in this
connection. 0040751237-9

I,Vandana Gupta, w/o Rakesh
Kumar Gupta, residing-at
H.No.32,Gali-No.9,Block No.-
H,Vedic Marg,Bharat
Colony,Kheri Road,
Faridabad,Haryana-
121002,hereby state thatin my
son Shubham Gupta’s 10th-
classresult, Roll.N0-2115426,
year-2015,CBSE-board, my
name was incorrectly written
as Sandhaya Gupta, whereas
my correct name is Vandana
Gupta. | hereby affirm that
Vandana Gupta and Sandhaya
Guptaare the same person.

0040751231-10

I,VIKASH KUMAR,S/O SUBHASH
GUPTA H.NO-20/185,NAl
BASTI,GALI.NO-4,
BAHADURGARH HARYANA-
124507,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO VIKASH.

0040751173-1

I,VEER BAHADUR SINGH,F/o-
PRASHANT SINGH,R/0.D-
132,NEW ASHOK NAGAR, DELHI-
110096,inform that my Son’s
name wrongly writtenin
school records, (PRASHANT)
interested of correct name
PRASHANT SINGH ,for all future
purposes. 0040751237-7

I,TIRLOKCHANDRAS/O JAGAT
NARAIN R/O L-180 SHASTRI
NAGARDELHI-110052, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO TIRLOK
CHAND. 0040751231-1

I,TARVINDER SINGH,S/0
CHHABIL SINGH AHUJA,R/O-
8/22,2ND AND 3RD-FLOOR,EAST
PATEL-NAGAR, PATEL-
NAGAR,NEW DELHI-
110008,have changed my name
to TARVINDER SINGH AHUJA,for
all,future purposes.

0040751237-2

I,Surjeet Kumar,S/o-Lal Chand
Chhabra,R/0-B-
4,Gali.No.1,JagatpuriKrishna
Nagar,East-Delhi Delhi-110051,
have changed the name of my
minor daughter Divyanshi
Aged-15 Years and she shall
hereafter be known as
Divyanshi Chhabra.

0040751227-6

I,Surbhi Aggarwal,W/0O-Saurabh
Aggarwal,R/0-102,Ground
floor,Arjun-Nagar Safdarjung-
Enclave,Delhi-110029,Have
Change my name,From Surbhi
Aggarwal to Surbhi
Agarwal,For All,Future
Purposes 0040751246-7

I,Sobha Devi,mother of,Raj
Kumar Gupta, Presently
residing at Village+PO-Araria
RS,Dist-Araria(Bihar) Pin-
854312,have changed my
name,from Sobha Devi to
ShobhaDevi,Vide-Affidavit,
date-25.09.2024. 0040751241-11

I,Shamsul Khan S/0 Mohd
Takee,H.No0.A-243,A-Block,
Gali.No-07,Shri Ram Colony,
Rajeev Nagar, Delhi-
110094.have changed my name
to SAMSUL HUSSAIN.
Permanently 0040751246-4

I,SUSHEELA,W/0O-RAVINDER
GUPTA, R/O-H.NO.
17/15,SHAKTI-NAGAR,NEAR-
NAGIA PARK,MALKAGANJ
S.0.,NORTH DELHI,DELHI-
110007,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly-written
as SUSHEELA GUPTA in my
minor son UJWAL GUPTA aged-
14-years in his school
records.The actual-name of
mineis SUSHEELA,which may
be amended accordingly.

0040751246-6

ILSUNDER LAL BIJALWAN,son
of,KASHI
RAM,Presently,residing
at,VILL-GAMRI,MARGAON,
CHINYALISAUR,MARGAON,UTT
ARKASHILLUTTARAKHAND-
263153,have changed my name
from SUNDER LAL BIJALWAN to
SUNDER LAL.Vide-affidavit
date-25.09.2024 0040751241-10

I,SHABANA BAGUM,W/0 ISHRAT
ALIKHAN,R/O VILLAGE-
KOSMA,P.O-KOSMA, MAINPURI,
MAINPURI,UTTAR PRADESH
PIN-205119,have changed my
name to SHABANA KHAN
Permanently. 0040751227-2

I,Rukhsana,W/o Firoz Alam, R/0
B-192,Mange Ram-Park,Phase-
1 Budh-Vihar,North West-Delhi,
Delhi-110085,have changed my
name to Ruksana,for all
Purposes. 0040751173-2

I,Ramesh Bammi,S/0O-Harbans
Lal Bammi,R/0-B-154,Top
Floor,Ashok Vihar,Phase-1,
Delhi-110052,have changed my
name to Ramesh Chander
Bammi. 0040751242-6

I,Rajwanti Devi W/o JAGBIR
SINGH MALIK, am legally the
mother of Army No.-
14831079M, Rank:NK,
Name:ARVIND SINGH, R/O-
VPO-Pipli Khera,Tehsil-
Ganaur,District-Sonipat
(Haryana)131039,declare that|
have changed my name and
DOB from Rajwanti Devi,
DOB:01-07-1963(existing name
and DOB as per NOK
records/service documents) to
RajBala,DOB:01-01-1958
(proposed/adopted correct
name and DOB) vide affidavit
No0:52AA 736958 dt.: 24.09.2024
inthe Notary at Haryana

0040751170-1

I,Rajiv Nayyar,R/0 Ravishan
Nayyar R/o Flat No.901,Tower -
T-10,RPS Savana, Sector-
88,Faridabad (Haryana),have
changed my name to Rajeev
Nayyar. 0040751246-5

I,LRAJESH KUMAR RATHOR,S/0
HAKIM SINGH,R/0 23 2ND
FLOOR,POCKET-6 SECTOR-
22,ROHINI DELHI-110086, have
changed my name to RAJESH
KUMAR RATHOUR

0040751240-3

I,Puran Singh Thakur,S/0-
Kamal Singh Thakur,
H.N0.6105/4, Steet-Ravi Dass
Nabi-Karim Pahar-Ganj Swami
Ram Tirath-Nagar S.0-Central,
Delhi 110055,have changed my
name to Puran Singh

0040751237-1

LISHRAT ALI,S/O ISHRAQ ALI
KHAN R/0O VILLAGE-KOSMA,
P.O-KOSMA, MAINPURI,
MAINPURI,UTTAR PRADESH
PIN-205119,have changed my
name ISHRAT ALI KHAN to
Permanently. 0040751227-3

ILINDERJEET SINGH,S/0
HARCHARAN SINGH R/0,H.No-
19/302, Basti Sarai-Rohilla,
Sarai-Rohilla, Onkar-
Nagar,Delhi-110035,have
changed my-minor daughter’s
name JAPLEEN SOUNDH to
JAPLEEN KAUR. Aged-14-years.

0040751241-1

I,Hitherto known as Vishember,
S/o0 Panna Lal,R/0-
399,Mahalxmi Enclave, Krawal
Nagar, North-East,Delhi-
110094, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Udai Veer Singh.

0040751227-8

I,Himanshi Bansal,D/O-Sunil
Kumar Jain,R/0-KD-187,Pitam
Pura,Delhi-110034,inform that
my father name has been
wrongly Writtenin my
educational certificate Sunil
Bansal instead of Sunil Kumar
Jain. 0040751242-4

I,Gunjan,W/o0-Sandeep
Gahlot,R/0248/9A,Chandan
Vihar,West Sant Nagar,
Burari,Delhi-110084,have
changed my nameto
Geetanjali. 0040751242-2

I,GEETIKA,W/0 Gaurav Kumar
Gupta,R/0-B-21, Pocket
2,Kendriya Vihar-2,Sector-82,
Noida-201305,GB Nagar,have
changed my name to Geetika
Guptaforall purposes.

0040751237-6

I,Mohd Shafaq Ansari,s/o-Mohd
Abdul Qyumr/0-B-11/25, gali
no-6,kabir nagar Delhi-
110094,have changed my name
toShafaq Ansari 0040751240-7

I,GAURAV S/0 Mukat Lal Gupta,
R/0-B-21,Pocket-2, Kendriya
Vihar-2,Sector-82, Noida-
201305,GB Nagar,have changed
my,name to Gaurav Kumar
Guptaforall purposes.

0040751237-5

I,DEVENDRA SONAWAT,S/O-
JOGRAJSONAWAT,R/O-OPP.
RAMDEV MANDIR,GOUTAM
CHOWK, GANGASHAHAR,
BIKANER RAJASTHAN-334401
have changed my name to
DEVENDRA KUMAR SONAWAT.

0040751240-6

I,PARVEEN BANO MOHD
SHAMIM,W/O-MOHD RIZWAN,
residing at,K-441,GALI NO-4 K
BLOCK GAUTAM VIHAR GAHRI,
MENDU DELHI-110053,have
changed my name to SHAMA
PARVEEN,for all,future
purpose. 0040751173-6

I,Mukkaram S/o0 Mohammad
Aslam Khan,R/0-2/3, First
Floor,Vishwakarma Park,Laxmi
Nagar, Delhi-110092,have
changed my name to Md.
Mukarram. 0040751240-8

I,DEEPIKA W/O VIMAL JEET R/O
818 A,HUDA COLONY SEC-03
BALLABGARD FARIDABAD
HARYANA-121004,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
DEEPIKA ABBHI  0040751231-4

I,Chandan Narone,s/o-
Damodar Narone,R/0-67 Shital
malik-road Bilasi town
Deoghar,Jharkhand-814112
have changed my name to
Chandan Kumar Narone
permanently. 0040751227-1

I,PARMEELA W/0 Army
N0.14831079M, Rank:NK,
Name:Arvind Singh, R/0:VPO-
Pipli Khera,Tehsil-Ganaur,
District-Sonipat (Haryana)
131039,declare that | have
changed my name from
PARMEELA(existing name of
spouse as per NOK
records/service documents)to
PARMILA DEVI
(proposed/adopted correct
name of spouse)vide affidavit
No.-52AA 736959 dt.24.09.2024
inthe Notary at Haryana

0040751170-3

I,Mohammed Rustam Ansari,
S/0-Mohd Asgar Ali,R/0,H.No.-
127,Street No-8,Maujpur, Delhi-
110053,have changed my
name,from Mohammed
Rustam Ansarito Mohd
Rustam Ansari,for all,future
purposes. 0040751227-5

I,Mahima Kumar,D/o Sh.Sushil
Kumar, R/0-57/9,Behind Aryan
Hospital,Rattan Garden,
Gurugram, Haryana-
122001,have changed my name
Mahimato Mahima Kumar for
all Future Purposes.

0040751237-4

I,Baid Ashish Ravindra Kumar/
Ashish RBaid,S/o0-Ravindra
Baid R/o,Flat.no-95,Shree Awas
Apartment, Sector-18B,Ashish
Ravindra Baid,Dwarka,New
Delhi-110078,Have changed my
name to Ashish Ravindra
Baid,for all purposes.

0040751173-3

I,Babita,W/0-Manoj Kumar,R/o-
179,Janta flats,near GTB
hospital,GTB Enclave,Delhi-
110093, | have Changed my son
name from BHAVISHYA to
BHAVISHYA TOMAR for all
purposes. 0040751242-1

I,Mahesh chand S/0 Prabhu
Dayal R/0 HNO-K-2-926,
Sangam Vihar,South Delhi,
Delhi-110062,Have Changed My
Name To Mahesh Chander.

0040751231-7

I,MOHD SAGIR S/0 Sajid
Khan,R/o0-House No.6,Gali
No.12 A-2 Block West,Sant
Nagar Burari Delhi-110084 have
changed my name to SAGIR
KHAN 0040751241-2

I,BINAY KUMAR BURMAN/
VINAY KUMAR/VINAY
BURMAN,S/0O BAIJNATH
PRASAD,residing at,A-
68,UPPAR GROUND, PANDAV
NAGAR,DELHI-110092,have
changed my name to VINAY
KUMAR BURMAN,for all,future
purpose. 0040751173-5

,BHAWNA W/O-SH.SANDEEP
KUMAR R/0-PLOT.NO-
136,UPPER GROUND
FLOOR,LEFT SIDE,KH.NO-
33/12/1,NEAR NIRANKARI
CHAUK, AMBERHAI
VILLAGE,DWARKA,NEW DELHI-
110075,inform that BHAWNA
MALIK and BHAWNA,both
names are same person.My
correct name is BHAWNA,for
all,future purposes.

0040751237-8

I, MAHENDRA KUMAR
SONAWAT,S/O DEVENDRA
KUMAR SONAWAT,R/0-E-943
3RD FLOOR,PITAMPURA DELHI-
110034,have changed my name
to MAHENDRA SONAWAT.

0040751240-4

IL,LKriti Wason,D/0 Sarbjeet Singh
Wason,R/0.2405,2nd Floor E-
Block,Omaxe City Sector-18,
Sonipat Haryana-131001,have
changed my name to Kriti Kaur
Wason. 0040751231-3

I, JAGBIR SINGH MALIK S/O Moji
Ram;am legally the father of
Army No0.-14831079M, Rank: NK,
Name:ARVIND SINGH, R/O-
VPO- Pipli Khera,Tehsil-
Ganaur,District-Sonipat
(Haryana) 131039,declare that|
have changed my name and
DOB from Jagbir Singh Malik,
DOB:01-07-1958(existing name
and DOB as per NOK
records/service documents) to
Jagbir Singh, DOB:01-01-1960
(proposed/adopted correct
name and DOB) vide affidavit
No0:52AA 736957 dt.24.09.2024 in
the Notary at Haryana.

0040751170-2

I,BALJIT SINGH
BHASIN,S/O,MAHENDRA
SINGH,HNO-15,CHITRA-
VIHAR,NIRMAN VIHAR, DELHI-
110092,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME BALJIT SINGH BHASINTO
BALJEET SINGH BHASIN, ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

0040751231-6

l,Arafat S/o Mohammad Zaki
R/0-1457, Gali Nawab Sahib,
Farash Khana,Delhi-110006
have changed my name to
Arafat Zaki permanently.

0040751246-3

l,Anita Singh,W/0-Bhupindra
Singh-R/0-C-14, Gamma-
1,Greater Noida U.P.,have
changed my minor daughter’s
name,from Harshita,to
Harshita Sinsinwar,for all
future purposes 0040751240-9

I,Abhimanyu,S/0 Anil Kumar,
R/o M-51,1st floor,Kalka ji,New
Delhi110019,Have changed my
name to Abhimanyu Bhagat,for
all purposes. 0040751173-4

I,ASHOK KUMAR MAHTO, S/0O-
DEV NARAYAN MAHTO,R/0-28-
A, KHIZRABAD,NEW FRIENDS
COLONY,NEW DELHI-
110025,inform thatin my
son’s(RAJKUMAR) school
records my name Ashok Kumar
and his mother name BEENA
wrongly written. My current
name ASHOK KUMAR MAHTO
and his mother name BEENA
DEVI, which may be amended
accordingly. 0040751237-3

I Rajimol. K.G, D/0 Kunjumon R/0
F-42 Radhey Mohan Drive
Mehrauli Delhi-30 have
changed my name to Rajimol.

0040751246-1

| Suman Bala W/o Sh. Jaivinder
Singh R/0 A-214/7, Johri Nagar,
Bahadurgarh, Distt. Jhajjar,
Haryana have changed my
name to Suman Tanwar for all
purposes. 0040751151-4

I,ASHA RANI W/O NAVEEN
KUMARR/O A-69,HARI VIHAR
OOP METRO PILLAR -NO-
820,DWARKA DELHI-
110078,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ASHA DEVI

0040751231-5

I,ARBIND BABU,S/O RAM
DASS,R/0 A-3/190,3RD
FLOOR,SECTOR-28 ROHINI
DELHI-110042,have changed
my name to ARVIND BABU.

0040751240-2

ILAMARIJIT SINGH S/O SARDAR
WASAN SINGH R/0 OTR-
24,GURDWARA MATA SUNDRI
ROAD,DARYA GANJDELHI-
110002,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO AMARJEET SINGH

0040751231-2

I,AISHVERYA SHANDILYA, S/0O-
NARAYNA SHARMA, R/O
FLAT.NO.904,MAIA MARVEL
PRAKASH VIR,SHASTRI-ROAD,
RAJNAGAR-EXTENSION, NEAR
PIPLESHWAR MAHADEV
MANDIR, RAJNAGAR
EXTENSION,
GHAZIABAD,UTTAR PRADESH-
201017,have changed the name
of my minor son AAVYUKT
SHANDILYA aged 04-years and
he shall hereafter be known as
ANIRUDDH SHANDILYA.

0040751231-9

I, Vaidihai Nautiyal D/o Pramod
Nautiyal, R/0-House.No-22,
Type-3,Jal Vihar,Lajpat Nagar,
Delhi-110024,have changed my
name to Vaidehi Nautiyal,
Permanently

0040751224-1

I, Vaibhavi Sharma Saraswat
D/o Shiv Swaroop Sharma,R/o-
T1-1184, ACE-Golfshire, Sector-
150, Noida, Knowledge Park-
I,Gautam Buddha Nagar,Uttar
Pradesh-201310,have changed
my name to Vaibhavi Sharma,
Permanently 0040751224-2

I, Farheen W/o Khurram Siddiqui
R/0-2233,KuchaChelan,Darya
Ganj Central Delhi 110002 have
changed my name to Farheen
Siddiqui permanently

0040751246-2

I, Sunita W/o Ashok Kumar Saini
R/033-A,Shyam Colony, Near
Shiv Mandir, Budh Vihar, Delhi-
110086 have changed my name
from Sunita to Sunita Saini
permanently 0040751221-2

I, Siddhant Sakhuja S/o Sanjay
Kumar Sakhuja,R/0-H-
18,GF,Green Park Main,New
Delhi-110016,declare that
Siddant Sakhuja and Siddhant
Sakhuja both are one and same
person. 0040751167-1

I, Droan Dutt Sharma S/o Ravi
Dutt Sharma R/0 294 SFS Flats,
Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-110009
do hereby declare that both the
namesi.e. Droan Dutt & Droan
Dutt Sharmaare one and is of
the same person.

0070926033-1

I, Ashok Kumar S/o Kabul Singh
R/033-A,Shyam Colony, Near
Shiv Mandir, Budh Vihar, Delhi-
110086 have changed my name
from Ashok Kumar to Ashok
Kumar Saini permanently

0040751221-1

I, ANU SHAHI, W/0 VIJAY KUMAR
KAMTI,R/O0 MM 101 FL NO. GF
01, DLF, ANKUR VIHAR, LONI
DEHAT, GHAZIABAD, UTTAR
PRADESH-201102, have
changed my nameto ANU
KAMTI for all future purposes.

0070925986-1

I Shailesh W/o-Prem Pal Singh
R/0-B-8/45, Sector-11, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 have changed my
name to Shailesh Rajput for all
purposes. 0040751174-1

I Rajni Mittal W/o Sh.Anil Kumar
R/0 A-29, Gali No.22, Mahendra
Park, Delhi-110033 have
changed my name from Rajni
Mittal to Rajniforall purposes.

0040751151-3

| Pushpa Kumari Chauhan
Spouse of Om Parkash
Resident of D-32, Prashant
Vihar, Sector-14, Rohini, Delhi-
110085 have changed my name
from Pushpa Kumari Chauhan
to Pushpa Chauhan as per
Affidavit dated-25-09-2024

0040751178-1

IMadan Lal Sharma S/o Suraja
Ram Pareek R/0 B-105/2, Vijay
Vihar Phase-2, Rohini Sector-4,
Raja Pur Kalan, North West
Delhi, Delhi-110085, have
changed my name to Madan
Lal Pareek 0070926011-1

I, Shailesh Kumar S/o Janardhan
Bhagat R/0 B-1/319- 320 Main
Road New Kondli, Mayur Vihar,
Phase - 3, Delhi-110096 Want to
Change My son namein School
Record as Suyash to Suyash
Kushwaha. 0070926037-1

I Deepak S/o Surender R/0 H.no.-
90, Village-Sarurpur, P.O.-
Gonchhi, Faridabad, Haryana-
121004 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
Deepak Bhambhu.

0070925980-1

I, Satish Kharbanda Alias Satish
Kumar S/o Banarsi Das R/o
House No- 22/55-56, Patel
Nagar, Delhi-110008 have
changed my name from Satish
kharbanda Alias Satish Kumar
to Satish Kumar for all
purposes. 0070926036-1

I, Sarla Devi Tanwal W/o0 Prem
Singh Tanwal, R/0 B4/8
Safdarjung Enclave Delhi
110029, have changed my name
to Sarashwati Devi Tanwal for
all future purposes.

0040751165-1

I Anil Kumar S/o Sh.Jai Prakash
R/0 A-29, Gali No.22, Mahendra
Park, Delhi-110033 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter from Neeti Mittal to
Neeti for all purposes.

0040751151-2

I Ashutosh S/o-Vishwanath R/o-
Flat No.83,Plot N0.48, Vidya
Vihar Appartment, Sector-9,
Rohini,Delhi-110085 have
changed the name of my minor
son from Sarvagya Agarwal to
Sarvagya Aggarwal for all
purposes. 0040751177-1

I, SHRISATENDRA KUMARS/0
CHHOTE LALDUBEY R/O
MOHALLA INDRANAGAR,
KASBA AND TEHSIL
CHHIBRAMAU, DISTT.-
KANNAUJ, U.P.-209721, confirm
Thatlgot married to MANOJ,
and my wife name has been
wrongly mentioned as BABY
DUBEY in my Office record. |
declare that BABY DUBEY &
MANOJ both names belong to
one and same person.

0070926018-1

I, Rakhi W/o Hukam Singh, R/0-
House.N0-97-98, Gali.No-4, Sai
complex part-A,Near-Amrit
hospital, Faridabad-121002,
have changed my name Rekha
Rani to Rakhi,for All future
purposes. 00407512131

I, RITUSHARMA, W/0O ABHINAY
SHARMA, R/0 HOUSE NUMBER
5NAGLA ORDER, SARDHANA,
MEERUT, UTTAR PRADESH-
250342, have changed my name
to REETOO PANDEY for all
future purposes. 0070925988-1

I Anil Kumar Mittal S/o Sh.Jai
Prakash R/o A-29, GaliNo.22,
Mahendra Park, Delhi-110033
have changed my name from
Anil Kumar Mittal to Anil
Kumar for all purposes.

0040751151-1

I Ajuni D/O, Deep Bedi R/0 15
Hargobind Enclave 3rd Floor
Vikas Marg Ext Delhi 110092
have changed my name to
Ajuni Bedi for all purposes.

0040751244-1

I, Preeti Chauhan W/0 Arun
Kumar R/053-B, New Mig Flats,
Mayur Vihar-3, Delhi-110096
have changed my nameto
Preeti Indoria for all purposes.

0040751199-1

I, JAI KISHAN GOEL S/o0 CHANDER
BHAN R/0 140, Rajdhani
Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-
110034 have changed my name
from JAI KISHAN DASS to JAI
KISHAN GOEL for all future
purposes. 0040751171-1

I, Husna D/o Md.Tehseen, R/0
6840, Gali 18 Wali, Ahata Kidara,
Bara Hindu Rao, Delhi-110006,
have changed my name from
Husnato Husna Parveen.

0040751157-1

I, Guarav S/o0 Ajeet Singh 2054,
Sec-4B, Akash Ganga Society,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad-
201012, have changed my name
to Gaurav Singh. 0070926014-1

I, Geetanjali D/o Virendra Singh
W/o Jag Parvesh R/o0 H.N0.122,
Phase-1, Al Block, Samta
Enclave, Qutub Vihar, Delhi-
110071 have changed my name
to Geetanjali Singh for all
purposes. 0040751190-1

l, GYANESH S/0 RAJESH KUMAR
RATHOUR,R/0-23 2ND FLOOR,
POCKET-6 SECTOR-22,ROHINI
DELHI-110086,have changed
my name to GYANESH
RATHOUR. 0040751240-1

I, CHANDRESH KUMAR SINGH
S/o Dan Bahadur Singh, R/0 F-
1142, 7th Avenue, Gaur City-1,
Noida Extension, Greater
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar-
201308, have changed my name
from CHANDRESH KUMAR
SINGH to CHANDRESH SINGH.
Henceforth, | would be known
by the name of CHANDRESH
SINGH for all future purposes.

0070925981-1

I ,Sangeeta Gakhar W/o of
Davinder Gakhar R/0, A-370
Vikas Puri, ND-110018, due
hereby solemnly affirm and
declare that Sangeeta/
Sangeeta Chachraand
Sangeeta Gakhar are same
person. In future shall be
known by Sangeeta Gakhar
only, for all purposes.

0040751045-1

1,Sudhir Kumar Sinha,S/0-Ram
Anugrah Prasad,R/0O Flat
No.133,DDA SFS Flats,Golden
Jubilee Apartment,Sector-
11,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my minor son name
from Harshil Srivastav to
Harshil Srivasttav.

0040751242-5

I, Farheen W/o Khurram Siddiqui
R/0-2233, Kucha Chelan,Darya
Ganj Central Delhi 110002 have
changed my name to Farheen
Siddiqui permanently

0040751246-2

I,KANCHAN LAL ARYA,S/0-BABU
RAM ARYA,R/0-208 B,PASCHIM
VIHAR EXTN. DELHI-
110063,have changed my name
to KANCHAN KUMAR ARYA.

0040751240-5

l,,Meenu Gupta,W/0O-Mr.
Mayur,R/0-B-13,Veer Singh
Colony,Budh Vihar,Phase-2,
Delhi-110086,have changed my
nameto Meenu. 0040751242-3

I, Ajay Kumar R/0 Block No-31
H.No0-430 Trilokpuri Delhi-
110091 have changed my minor
son’s name from Dakesh
Piwhal to Daksh Kumar for all
purposes.

0040751153-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT (1) SH. RAKESH
KUMAR, (2) SMT. MEENU VEDI AND (3) BHAVYA
VEDI, WHO HAD APPLIED FOR LOAN FROM
LICHFL AND THERE IS A DEATH OF SHRI HARJIT
SINGH AND DURING HER LIFE TIME SHE
EXECUTED A REGISTERED FAMILY WILL ON
DATED 26.05.2015 EXECUTED BY SHRI HARIJIT
SINGH IN FAVOUR OF (1) SHRI RAJENDER SINGH,
(2) SHRI GURMAIL SINGH & (3) SHRI RANJEET
SINGH REGISTERED AS DOC NO. 381, IN BOOK
NO. I1I, VOL NO. 8099, ON PAGE NO. 112-113, IN
THE OFFICE OF SR-IT DELHI IN RESPECT OF THE
SAID PLOT AREA MEASURING 100 SQ. YDS., IN
RESPECT OF THE FREEHOLD BUILT-UP
PROPERTY BEARING NO. WZ-283/56, PLOT NO. 56,
AREA MEASURING 100 SQ. YDS., PART OF
KHASRA NO. 18/12/1, SITUATED IN THE AREA OF
VILLAGE KHYALA, COLONY KNOWN VISHNU
GARDEN, WEST BLOCK, NEW DELHI- 110018,
AND THERE ARE OTHER LEGAL HEIRS ALSO. IF
ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN THE
AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD
INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO THE
UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 07 DAYS FROM THE
DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.
Sd/-
SUBHASH GUPTA
ADVOCATE
125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR,
INDERLOK, DELHI-110035

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER, GANGA JAL PROJECT UNIT
U.P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN)
GANGAJAL TREATMENT PLANT,
NEAR SANTOSH MEDICAL COLLEGE
PRATAP VIHAR, GHAZIABAD-210009
Phone & Fax No.: 0120-274649%4
E-mail: pmgin_gajalg:h@',rahnu.cnm

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER, GANGA JAL PROJECT UNIT
U.P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN)
GANGAJAL TREATMENT PLANT,
NEAR SANTOSH MEDICAL COLLEGE
PRATAP VIHAR, GHAZIABAD-210009
Phone & Fax No.: 0120-2746494

E-mail: pmgangajalgzbi@yahoo.com

Letter No.: 1327 /NIVIDA /156
Dated: 24.09.2024

Letter No.: 1314 /NIVIDA /155
Dated:24.09.2024

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT SMT.
TANZEELA, WHO HAD APPLIED FOR LOAN
FROM BANK OF BARODA AND THERE IS A
DEATH OF SHRI ASRAR HUSSAIN DATED
24.05.2007 AND DURING HIS LIFETIME LATE
SHRI ASRAR HUSSAIN EXECUTED WILL IN
FAVOUR OF SMT. KISHWAR SULTANA AND
SHRI RAHAT HUSSAIN KHAN DATED 24.06.2003,
IN RESPECT OF THE PROPERTY BEARING NO, J-
16, (PLOT NO. 16, IN BLOCK J), OUT OF KHASRA
BEARING NO. 1076/5/2/991, ALONG WITH
FACILITIES WITH RESERVED PARKING ARE
MEASURING 7#22' LE. 14.30 SQ. MTRS. ON STILT
FLOOR, SITUATED IN THE DILSHAD
EXTENSION NO.1, NOW KNOWN AS DILSHAD
COLONY, IN THE AREA OF VILLAGE JHILMIL
TAHIRPUR, SHAHDARA, DELHI-110095, and there
no other legal heirs also. [IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT
HAS ANY RIGHT IN THE AFORESAID
PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD INFORM & GIVE
INTIMATION TO THE UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 07
DAYS FROM THE DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS
NOTICE.

Sd/-

SUBHASH GUPTA
ADVOCATE

125, FIRST FLOOR,

ANAND NAGAR, INDERLOK,
DELHI-110035

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that my
client Sh. Mahender Narula S/o Sh. D. L.
Narula R/o H-81-D, Mohan Garden, Uttam
Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-110059 has debarred
their son Namely Sh. Rajan Narula S/o
Mahender Narula & Smt. Maneesha W/o Sh.
Rajan Narula from their movable and
immovable property and served all the
relationship in future due to the misbehavior
and misconduct of them. None of the above
persons are not take care of mine and my wife
in any manner and harassed us. Any person
dealing with the said persons shall be doing so
at own risk and responsibility.

Sd/-

Bharat Sharma

advocate

Ch, No. 603, Lawyers Chamber
Dwarka Courts, New Delhi-110075

E-TENDER NOTICE

U.P. Jal Migam (Urban) mvites e-
bids for execution of "Resurfacing /
Restrengthening of Road at 120
MLD WTP Area & Residential Colony
at 120 MLD Water Treatment Plant,
Pratap Vihar, Ghaziabad” are invited
in two bid system on Percentage
Rate basis from eligible, reputed and
experienced bidders. E-bid
documents will be avalable on U.P
Govt. e-procurement portal https://
etender.up.nic.in and U.P.J.N
(Urban) website
www.jn.upsde.gov.in for download
from dated 03.10.2024 from 16:00
Hrs. E-bids can be submitted till
18.10.2024 up to 14:00 Hrs. and
technical bid shall be opened on
18.10.2024 at 16:00 Hrs. in the
office of the Executive Engineer,
Gangajal Project Unit, U.P. Jal
Nigam (Urban), Ghaziabad in
presence of contractor or their
authorized representative, E-tender
Cost is Rs. 3000.00+GST@18% for
tender. Details are available on U.P.
Govt. e- procurement portal http://
etender.up.nic.in & U.P.J.N.{U)
website www.jn.upsde.gov.in.

E-TENDER NOTICE

U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban) online e-
tenders for execution of "Cleaning of
under ground clear water reservoir
by high pressure water jal and
sludge should be removed by
pressure vacuum pump and final
treatment should include anti-
bactenal agent & U.V. radiation at
120 mld and 245 mld water
treatment plants, Pratap Vihar &
Siddharth Vihar, Ghaniabad under
Deposit Programme®. Bids are
invited n two bid system on
Percentage Rate basis from eligible,
reputed and expenenced bidders. E-
tender documents will be available
for download from 01.10.2024 at
17:00 Hrs. E-bids can be submitted
till 17.10.2024 up to 15:00 Hrs. and
technical bid shall be opened on
17.10.2024 at 17:00 Hrs. in the
office of the Executive Engineer,
Gangajal Project Unit, UP. Jal
Nigam (Urban), Ghaziabad in
presence of contractor or their
authorized representative, E-tender
Cast 1s Rs. 3000.00+GST@ 18%
Details are available on U.P. Govl. e
procurement portal hittp://
etender.up.nic.in & UP. Jal Migam
(Urban) website
mu-in-upsd:-qav-in.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Know all men, that my client Sh. Pramod
Khullar and Madhu Khullar, R/o H- 8,
Lajpat Nagar I, Krishna Market, New Delhi
have debarred and disowned their son Sh.
Ankit Khullar and his wife Ms. Tammana
Khullar and have disassociated from their
family. Ms. Tammana Khullar had recently
adopted such tactics with which we are not
having any information/knowledge. The
consequences in that situation are not ours as
we have already disassociated ourselves
from them. Any person dealing with them
shall be dealing at their own costs, risk and
responsibility. K. SUNIL & ASSOCIATES,
Ch. No. 69, C.L. Joseph Block, Tis Hazari
Courts, Delhi-110054, Email H
ksunil1963 @gmail.com, Tel: 9810078793,
8285378793.

Sd/-

K. SUNIL

Advocate

Ch. No. 69, C. L. Josef Block
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to general Public that Sale Deed
executed by Sh. Rama Nand in favour of Sh.
Ved Parkash Gupta & Sh.. Phool Chand Jainin
respect of land bearing No.1808 and 1808/1
(Part) of Village Gurgaon, Distt. Gurgaon
(Haryana) duly registered as document No1285
dated 22-7-1959 and later on Shri Phool Chand
conveyed his share in the said land in favour of
shri Ved Parkash Gupta vide Sale deed duly
registered document No.2362 dated 19-3-1965
has been misplaced/lost by my clients. Police
report has been filed vide
Nol132270992400110  and  vide  No
1132270992400111 dated 18-2-2024. It is hereby
cautioned that no unauthorized person deal with
the said land as my clients L.R's of late Sh. Ved
Parkash Gupta are its true owners and
successors and in case anyone finds the same
may please contact the undersigned.

Sd/-

(S.C.Jain)

Advocate

Enrl. No.D-179/1969
X-31A, Civil Side
Tis Hazari, Delhi-54

SC JAINShX3 SSR(3)

Pubibe at large = heety informed (hat
Fraghokd Soctely bui up Fal §o 28, First
Flope, Baigl CGH: Lid., Flol Mo 7
Sectr-3, Dwarks; New Defu. paned
and possessed by the Legal heir of the
seneficiany of Wil Dr Ramesh Kumar
Terddon by wirtue of Relinquisheent
Deed, duly repstered wide Fepd No
11545, dabed 16112015 and e same
5 progoged to be oflend as Secundy by
penspactive homrowes with Sate Bank of
India, Branch: RACPG, lanaipun, New
Delhi mnd a5 per pssnt owneris)l
oouganl wersion the sad property
gafare froe from all -sorls of
encumbrance,
fi 15 hereby nofified that any person/
f=gel heir and’ or Bask financizl
restitution having a0y claim, any charge
rReresl ar B oo CEnm andtor o lon
ool hesha ey may lodgs’ nokihy
the same o ke undersigsad with
documentzry  pmolf court  dgment
within 15 days from the day of
peibication of this public nofice, failing
which any furtherfuture claimd
olijectan (5 Shall be rechid and my
cligsily prosmaclive buyer (5] a5 :a boss-
fide purchaser conchuda the b Sale
Deed proposed o be exscuted in favor of
i it or in Ehe name of Risfer their
nymanees shall b2 deemed f be chear
and marketable witheof any dedect
encumbrance, aw antd impedeness
SATYENDER YADRY (ADVOCATE)
Chambar o, 561, 57 Flogr, Sakef Gots,
New Dalhi; Mob- 3711212471
E-meall; syadavTabTiigmad. com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Fncawr all rrﬂllﬁlmhsﬂu_bit-&‘.ﬂﬂ at
iy client Shi wan shanker, S
Herbans Led and hig ‘wife Smt Jyo
Pahwa Rio. D194 Mol Magar
Ramesh Nagar, Dafhi-110015  had
earier debarfed ang disowned Hheir
ol Arun Papwa Ria D-194 '.'!lgl
Magar, Ramesh Nagar. Delbi-11001

=i all therr movatie and immovable
propedies and alst sevenad all i
rejationg with h.mfr.n:l p:lrjlﬁh?d the
ubdic 1:&949 in Japsatts & I]n:ltuag
cxprass Mawspapar on date
UI.EL’. ;‘-35'311 e ey hase codckal
relefion with thair san and ha is undar
B conled of my dienls, My cliapis
hHEE wiEndrawn  lhar earler Sﬁ;tlm
naliceipubicetion. The sama shoud
Evip Bl s il A wadin fulure,
DMKEAR SINGH {ADVOCATE)

Ghe Mo, 333, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Caumns, Dalni 1100

o

RO No. 860

UJVIN Ltd.

[n Pitarakhand Govl. Enterprises)

H.O, "UJINVAL"Y Mharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-240006
Telephone-0135-2TEIE0E Fax (1 35-2T635048
LWL CIN Mo. US0101UR20015GC025866 Website: www.ujynl.com

Date: 25.09.2024

E-TENDER DATE EXTENSION NOTICE NO-01

is hereby extended as foflows:-

For fuller & further delails
“https:ffuktenders. gov.in™

Due to unavoidable reasons the date of availability of bid document of e-tender
Ma. OUVUINWNMUEEIEP-NIW2024-25 for Providing Consullancy Services &
Preparation of Comprehensive and Bankable Detailed Project Repart for Ichan
Fumped Siorage Porject, 600 MW located in District Dehradun of Uttarakhand,”

Date of availability of bid document on website: 07-10-2024 from 5:00 PM
Last date for submission of bids on website: 07-11-2024 up to 500 PM
kindby wisif e-procurament parial,

Executive Engineer (&P

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY™

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON

DP/12888/SD/2024
(Court Matter)

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Ashok Kumar Sfo Loku Ram, R/0; H. No.
B1/441, Madangir, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in CC NI ACT/T49/2021 registered at
P.S.: Malviya Magar, South Delhi and the warrant has been
returned writing upon it that the said accused Ashok Kumar
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Ashok Kumar has absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant),
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Ashok Kumar
accused CC NIACTI749/2021 registered at P.S.: Malviya Nagar,
south Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer the
said complainton or before 28.10.2024.

By Order
Ms. Pooja Kumari

Judicial Magistrate First Class (NI Act)

Court No. -25, Block No.2
Saket Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused person Rahul S/o Kamal Patel, Rio H. No.-
101, Gali No.3, Deep Enclave, Vikas Nagar, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in FIR No. 608/19 U/S 12/9/55 G ACT, P.S.
Ranhola, Delhi and it has been returned to warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the said accused person
Rahul cannot be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said accused Rahul has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service
of said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that
Rahul in FIR No. 608/19 U/S 12/9/55 G ACT, P.S.
Ranhola, Delhiis required to appear before this court to
answer the said complaint on or before 22.11.2024.

By crder
Shri Ankit Karan Singh L.d

Metropolitan Magistrate-08, West District

DP/12751/0D/2024

Room No.30
Tis Hazari Court Delhi

COURT NOTICE

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

PUBLIC NOTICE

*It i= 1o inform o the public at lamea (hat
fr-'l'. Jilgfiies "'-eu}aE “illa;s_"g mrlgﬁ
“raperty bearing no. P-205 § o
grd 11140 50, mirs - Siluabed al P-
Beck, Seclor - 12 Pralgp  wiher
Ghanabed, UP vite Sals dead ol
1908, 3000 executed by Mr, Surendar
Iianan feora, Mow Mr, Jilender Yedav is
It uncispiled generol Said FFJE;ny
grid b b interded 10 mongace of Bhowe
said propay with Ham Fincap Lirited
OF Ay person 0 fem [ instison |/
company naving emy clam o rght in
respect of e skl Propey by way of
inherkanca, share, s3g agreament
boasa, tanse, gifl, possession, kgal
heirs, pariners of encumbrance
hirwsoewer ar ohamiss is  henehy
r&;luill‘_‘:_:l I i'||_|'!'l.:;'||;l,! n '¢'|I'I|I'l|i I e
urdarsigned within 07 days fom the
data of pubicalion of s nofice of
hisfenhel share or ciEm, if any. wih
gl supporting documestis &t - below
resntkned address. Afar dpralion of
notice perod, the ciaime. if any, of such
s shal b freabed rull and void and
alsn freated &5 owaned ard nod bindng

oy o chienl.
Ajay Humar Girl [Adwacate)
F.Bao, 26007, Bessmant Wikrpm vihar
Lixjpat Bagar &, Rew Codhl 110024

I IN THE COURT OF 5H, HEM SINGH,
LD, DJ-81, EAST, KKD, COURTS DELKI
RANGEASEMI VLG RAGHAVAN KD 172,
TOAWER ONE, PERELE BAY 15T MAIN
ROAD, AKMY Z ND STAGE DOLLARS
COLONY, DPP TD TEMPLE BAKGALORE
HORATH, AMYY EXTEMSION 11 STAGE
BENGALUAL, EASNATARA-550 194 Ph
0445561780
. Petitongr
VERSUS

GOV, OF W07 OF DELHI REFRESENTED
THAROUGH: THE GHEIF SECRETARY
FLAYERS BUILDING DELHI
SECRETARLAT GRGT OF DELHE ITO NEW
DELHI-110002

oo RERpON DM
PETITION WUNDER SECTION 276 OF THE
INDI&R SUCCESSA0M ACT, 1825 FOR
[FRANT OF LETTERS OF KOMIMISTRATEIN
WITH UNREGISTERED WILL DATED
05,10, 2013 AKMEXED OF THE ESTATE OF
LATE S8T, AMRITA RANGASANI
H-'.ir:-tri.!'l:'ﬂ.".'qu'\!=l':lzl|l-! parare pebicihal
amy person hawng chiedion for Gt of
Profane of mresbismmavabis Piopey ol
ihe decmased S Amrta Aargasami B
Labe  Fangatami Wesrgraghivan R Mo
140, Kanakpura Mam Acad, Netligena
Barmpabuni, Mamasika n resgesl of Grmnl
probatefemars of administraton, with e
Wl dnnesad, of Tie last Will and Teshenénl
ol Lale Smi Amwils Rargasaey datag
{15 70X G i the Petifiones aith resgect (0
1he lirrraabie proparmy noC X A-S, Sah Vikes
Heusing Society, Patpaepan|. New Oalhl
Wharsas the date 200 02024 & 10'D clock
in i dpeenoon has been fed for hearing
ol e cise, mofice @ hamaby gren thel
parson having any miorast i 1he
pirraMsiration of e concernsd maay o
hedshe desire appear in this Sourl of the
it 29 A0 and e e progesdings.
Gren under my hand he seal of this courd

nnihis 2AM9R0 Dialricl Jedge-01

Easl. KHD, Delhi.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

DP/12881/CD/2024

See Section 82 (2) (ii) CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Namely: Sarfraj, S/o. Md. Salam, Rfo: Gali No.1 Near Hans
Raj Dairy, Subhash Mohalla, Bhajanpura, Delhi also at
Rig:221, Street No.14, Bhajanpura, Delhi has committed (or
is suspected to have committed) the offence in a case vide FIR
No.55/20 U/S 411 IPC registered at P.S Patel Nagar, Delhi and
it has been returned on a wamant of arrest thereupon issued
stating that the said Sarfraj could not be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that accused Sarfraj is
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused Sarfraj is required to appear before the court fo
answer the said complaint on or before 11.11.2024.

By Order
Upasana Satija

LD. ACJM West, Room No.145,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

"IMPORTANT"

whatsoever.

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner




PUNJAR STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.
Hegd, Offlce: FSER Hend OfMice, The Mall Patiale- 147001,
Corporste lidentity Number U40109FRIOTESGOAR5413
Welmite: www.pspelin (Coniact Mo, #od6]1-221835)

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26,2024

Y

Dy . CE/Substation Design/ TS Organczation, C-]
PSPCL, Patiala invites E-tender for Manufacture, Testing, Supply &
Delivery ol 194 nos. 66kV Potential Transformers, For detailed NIT
& Tender Specification, please refer 1o https:/feproc.punjab.gov.in

lender Enquiry No. 327/55-1HD)

from 26,08 24 ((E:00AM onwards)

Note: Comgendum and amendments, if any, will be published

ahakt Vihar,

eratere v remoeweres (Fafirer) | Brater sres_gern

Fogo 215w Mo Beerm uifdasso

e | wabsite: https:lonlineupsidc.com

sveuEETcSioT ¥ TSy sgmenw
R EfEa e oo & F arieenn @ @R oeeret 4 R st il §
Mfad . EEE Ud W T & & fg A T
o AR 1 R | G 1 e B s e e B o
ST -t aret o ani

WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION

SETTING UP OF ROOFTOP SOLAR PLANTS
MNotice Inviting Tender
EL/50KW1722 [24-25) DL20-09-2024
Divisional Railway Managear (Elect),
Wiestern Railway, Vadodara Division for
and on bBehall of the president of Ind:,
Invibes E-Tendet on Indian Ralbwvays
websile www,ireps.gov.in from

PUNJABSTATE POWER CORPORATION LTTL

(Hegild. UMTee: 1*SEH Head CTiee, | e Yiall, Fareaks- 147000 )

Corperate bdestity Swmber U300 FFPEIRIS00 RIE]D

1,7.9

Tender Enguiry Mo, 324/55(D-3TH0RDSS Spares
[y C E'Substation (De¢sign) TS Organimtion, L-1, Shakh Vibkar, PRPCL,)

Wioe g woww j:l|||-r| jm Coataet Mo 96dal-2I1ES

Dated : 14092024

SUPPLY OF ONE COACH SET

Tender Mo, NB245643 Date: 20-
08-2024. E-Tendars are Invited by
the undersigned tor the lollowing
works: Name of work: Supply
of One Coach set ol 55 RMPLU
Trough Floor Assembly for LHB AC
Shells confirming to ICF DRG Mo:

1 } . v e Ay wimn _ ; Patinla invites E-tender for Manufacturing, Testing. Supply and Delivery of]

online at huips:/feproc.punjab.gov.in b experenced and reliable contractors for . e Tt by " 59%-1-6-033 Al-d. Col-1 (Warrant
. 2 C 743724 1. | Construction of Eniry Gate at LA, Sporis Goods Complex Distt, | 27.32 tha following works - Sr. No: Tender| [<3< Mot 60 KV, 10KA Staton type Heavy Duty, Class-lll, Zmc Onide Eoi i 30 L arlprl:m dm;
No. -38041/PB sk - Masrut, Mo. BRC-EL-P-73-2347-24-25. Mame of| [(Clapless Type) Lightning Arresters suitable for 3 phase, 50 Cycles, 66 KV /| :'F' ; onths A MB :
2. | Bulandshahar Road Industinial Area mein Road ro, 20 per Drain GO B work: Vadodara Division: Setting wp of Solidly Grounded MNeutrnl Svstem. For detailed NIT & Tender '*--r\-..-;:h-.-.urn-nE ol delivery) EBF_FIHB e
PUNJARS " POWERC » NLT dc i & of RCC Road ka M K ' Roofiop Sofar Plants at varous locations - . a2, 7ol/-, Date & time of closing

MIREES : ' el ; T ity 5 lease refer o hiips://gem.gov.in.
| AR STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD and Construction work of RCC Road ka Mirman Karya e st ahis bt o] Il | hatps:/igem.gov.i

(Hegld, CiTice: PSEW Wead Cdfice, The NTall, Patinla-14TIHIL

Coisrgeid it Dilemiiny Seambier L4 P i ims O sl s

Woelsite: wia W e Lim € oimilact M. DiEdd )21 148

e v ) Ffirer e 2e0em0ze 3 1000 w9 R o3 10.200e )
D500 #9 HEh Aere W on w8 §-FriE o fEe o4 102024 1 g
1100 5 ST e | FEETne g el @ 96 wfeedl 590 orsoz0es
3 I L300 e B YT e = T B L B 4 i ) B 2 |

(Rs.): ¥ 51212456.00, EMD (Rs.):
< 4,08,100.00 Tender fees (Rs.): NIL, E=-
Tendar closing Date: 17-10-2024
Wobsite particulars:! wahw ireps.gov.in,

Note:; Cormigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online at}
httpsi//gem.gov.in.

of tender: 14.30 hrs, of 18-10-
2024, The complete information
with the tender document of above
o-lendar will ba avallabia n wobsito

No. IBM2PR

NORTHERN RAILWAY

C Td424|
I | www Ireps.gov.in
Dy. CMMTYNew Bongalgaon

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Office Address: Sr Divisional Elecirical
Engineer (Fower), Madodara, Westem
Raiway, WVadodara- 300004 BRC-181

e - 1. Frfere e anre Fafernd & wroe =9 afis oY afed o e e
Ry dom | 2 s weel FEr orEn deArgE hitpsifonlineupside.com
T e fos gimrandt 1 website: https:etender, up, nic.in 9% 5940 55 T

Tender Enquiry No, 32855 D377 RDSS/Spares Dated : 25092424

Dy, CESubstation {Design)’ T'S Orgoamization, C-1, Shakil Vihar, PSPCL.

Patiala mvites B-tender for Manufacturing, Testing, Supply and Delivery ol & I ey (fhfire | P s ey Follow us El"tl.'i'il'tEran‘ll‘l'l'e.'ill"rrl.m'l.l E-TENDER NOTICE ':El'- Baeving Cusfomers WIth A Smile
A15W, 11 Circwir, AC Dustribution Boards and 2200 000AH DO Distribution ' The Deputy Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer/Consi/THJ, Mortharn Rallway,
Boards, For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer 1o New Delhi for and on behalf of the President of India Invites by establshed and | BHTOJS N YT ISR STV I TN

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANGE

refiable tenderers open e-tender under Single Packet System on the prescribed
faarmn Tear Th ToOWIRSG wWork,

Mode of Tender
Tender Notice No,

hitps:fpemagov.in { Tender 103 GEMZO24/B/54239000 from 250892024
{1000 AM onwards),
Note: Comigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online i

E-TENDER NOTICE

DAM ¢ TRD, North Western Railway,
Jodhpur for & on behalt of the

E-Tender [Single Packet)
E‘H?n.‘:':lg-'C-'ﬁ B2

OF ACCUSED PERSON :
:

https://gem.gov.in i oy ) T - prasident of India, nviles E-lender for

‘ F\ gem.g - | See Section 82 Cr. P.C. PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE S&T work of Uty shifting |.c.w Constnsction of HQB In liew | | i toilowing wark, 1. Complete details

No. 3843 TPB C 74524| | Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused | | — a4 3 | Full name | L-xing ne. 36°8 ol Km 63/13-14 on CH-ALJN seclion and L-xing | | ostondece can be seen on Websits No-

2 : : : AND REPAIRING WORKS of work | mo. 352 'C' dass al km 1288/17-19 in Pitambarpur station yard TR e S :

- person(s) Rahishu@Rahish, S/o: Nasir, Rlo: Jhuggi No. : . ; ; A i hitp:// www.ireps.govin. 2. Date &

Police Stathon E. Divislon Amritsar Clry H.3/1303 Jahang"puri e {{:r e Electrical Department (Construction); on LKO-MB section of Moradabad division of Northarn Raihway lime of closing of e-tender: 18.10.2024
' . i ' ' E-Tender Noftice No: EL/C/ADLTRD 38/ 4 | Rs.44.88,337.64)- (Rupees F F Lakh Eighty Eighi ;

Advertisement According to Sormenas, PPR 23,18 gy (Rupads. by, FRIN 39 ighly Efht | up to 15.00 hrs. 3. Date & time of

2024-25; (1) Name of work with its Thousand Three Hundred Thirty Seven and Paise Sixty Four Only)
location: Prevaniative maintanance and

repairjoverhaul ol B-Wheeler Tower 5 | Tender document cost
wagans_ & Wagon Mouried Rail Grana G
under conslruction wnil of Ahmedatad 7
for 3 years; (2) Appraximate cost of the
work: ¥ 2,17,04,353.92, (3) Earnest
maoney lo be deposit: As specified on

suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. cost
867/2021, U/s 25/54/59 A. Act, P.S.: Mahendra Park, Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused person(s) Rahishu@Rahish,

cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my

apening of e-tender: ARer 1500 hrs.
o 18.10.2024. Tender No.: 03-TRD-
JU-ETEMDER-24-25R2, Name of
Work: Implamantation of refiability and
larget action plan ems for TRD over
JU Division, Approx. Cost of the

Fopic:- Idenuflication of dead body of unknown person
Appearance:- Age about 35 vears, Height 5 leel 5 [

Zero
& (Six] Months from the date of isswe of LOA

Rs. B9,800/- [Rupees Eighty Mine Thousand
Eight Hundred Cnly)

Tender documents will be available on IREPS

Completion period

Bid security (Cash/BG)
armournt

inches, complextion wheatish, wear green half |
sleeved t-shirt, black lower (pajama), white and

brown coloured toe slippers, bandaged around | satisfaction that the said accused person(s) Rahishu@ | |iRers portal; (4) Date & time ot | |0 | Seiefavallability of tender | o o \wuwwireps govin from 25.00.2024 | | Work (Rs.): ¥ 18564180.10;
right wrist. I Rahish, has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid | | submission and opening of bid: As dogument an Riy. Website| . 5 10 2024 upsto 11,30 hrs. For detailed Information visit
; specified on IREFS portal; (5) Temder | [~ [ . .. | %%4n ] hitp:/www.lreps.govin  1100-AM/24

23102024 upto 11.30 hours. Tender documents can ba
uploaded by the tendersr on IREPS web site weef,
09102024 to 23.10.2024

Last date/Time of

the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made
upload of tenders

that the said accused person(s) Rahishu@Rahish, of FIR
No. 867/2021, U/s 25/54/59 A. Act, P.S.: Mahendra Park,

fees: Az specified on IREFS portal; (6] 4
Completion Period of work: 38 Months:
(T} Website particular and Motice

If any imformation regarding identification of |
above unidentified person please contact at
below mentioned mobile numbers.

Pleaze jaln us on 3 8@ - NWRailways

o) EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (&

board where details of tender can be S it e i o 1.3.10-2.“'21 at 1130 hours (immadiately afler close of
Contact Number: Delhi s required to appear before this Court o answar the | seen, & address of the etfce;| |1 CEIECIRC, | pmdrs ot ey (02,1 cxs of o pocte ooer | [ = E.TENDER NOTICE
1. Sigtiom House Ofhicer PS E Division, Amritsar 9781 130205 said EDITIpiEllﬂtﬂl'l or before 08.11.2024 E".l" Order | | ofice of the Dy, Chigl Electrical Enginges subsagquently on the date & time to be nolified later on. 01 _NH”fE' of work with its Imat_’ﬂ"
. bl | y i ar it LT LR Niharika Kumar Sharma | | iConstruction), Westem Rallway, Mermar No. 287/Sig/CITKIT0I24 Date: 25.09.2024 pr—— Modification of OHE due 1o Consfruction of
2. Incharge Police Post Galiara: - 97811-30219 Bhavan - Asarva, Ahmedabad (Guaral : sl wwuciaini LHS st different locations i Sonpur division
S ; DPM2T63/NWI2024 ACMM North, Room No. 117, | | 350345 SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 02, Approx. cost of the woks (7} :
3. City Control Room (Amritsar) : 9781 1-30666 (Court Matter) Rohini Courts, Delhi | T (0 g 45,30 556/-, 03. Eamest Money to be
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike | |/sesied ®] - 290800¢ 04, Dats & time
m Hﬁiﬁm ﬁHIE.'rT f ’ _ : ; for sut:-:nlssut:ﬂ of e-tender and opening of e-
: 'EI'QJ q d H HA1EH i%’l-’ﬂ Rl Office of the Executive Engineer Projact South, tender-Opening of e-tenders:on 16.10.2024
TS WIS & gt - . South Zone Office Complex, 9th Main, 9th Cross, al 12.00 Hrs. in the office of the Sr. Divl
T &3 ST WA, T THEeE-01, T TR A T GHR S, [WER Jayanagara 2nd block, Bengaluru - 560011 Electrical Engineer (TRD], DRM Office, E.C.
; : 3 . . oo : s 4 i Fallway, Sonpur. 03 Websde particulars
ﬁf._-']‘f-_:‘[ HTHAY = H{u‘]‘]—[_‘_nﬁlu'ﬂujm—ﬂﬁ HIe Qici ¥hs, YodT— 800001 Contact No: 0B0-22975713 Email: eepmiectsuuth@gman.mm and notice board Iocation where complate
- % . 5 T delails of e-tender can be sean. ; WEBSITE:
(Faa $-2-ER TR & WR 99TEE www.eproc2. bihar.gov.in T¥) Fferen s ga No. EEP(S)/e-portal/kppp/7/i2024-25/Call-2  Dated: 25.09.2028 | 1., v ireps.govin NOTICE BOARD
R 26 e R L e ) Rl R R | | i (w2004, 9 R 13 FERE, 2024 B U S AT 14 REER, Tender Corrigendum Notification DRI Office Campus, E. C. Rallway, Sonpur.
i T T AW WIEEIAT | SUEA W | UGN - (U= | 40s S e | o Sza T AT T ATTER TR ISR HE U9 TN SO RrEm e 3T ens Sr. Divisional Electrical EngineerTRD
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Construction of 4 fereeer R v FRT S T aEee wwwstate, bih,gov.infahd o1 srarey w the Dy. Chief Engineer/Bridge
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Construction of 4 [ [ Instrumentation and condition
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03, Divara under tendering wobsite 5 Office The PFII"ICIF]EI| Mo Published datalle 198 UP of Rewari-Jaipur section of
Bachhwara Block. =, Government Polytechnic Asthawan st ke Lubitecca i
Construction of 3 : 1 | Tender Maintenance | 12 Months 10 Months it ot S S L o
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ACR in UMS Jagan | 5188000.00  103800.00 10000.00 As appeared on e- of machines and Equipment's for Consultancy Works for Civil Engineering Work". Sd/- Executive Engineer, Project South www.reps.gov.in 1110-AN/24
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Hieher Secondary School under TO00H00.00 | 140000.00 | L0OBD.00 . As appeared an 0s —F £ ﬁ-'lﬁTﬂ — & nnﬁnﬁ?—r . . . - - )
" B T S dtendiriog | | | D . LR ST 8 | g% IS & H ST AT T | FHS SN It is hereby announced for the general information of the candidates who have qualified for the Subject
|77 A website Hafeen v anfive uow @ o 2w aifeg = | oft e s @1 2w o Y| Knowledge Tests for the posts mentioned below, that the Commission has decided to conduct the
9 fass v v @ ol - fEE — 23.002024 TR e HIgal T | Subject Knowledge Test, as per schedule given below:-
s ; Ham G B e B e e 5 e B 1 faam W | Sr. | Name of the Post & Department Advi. No, Date & Time of Test
3. qivAmT fus famt &1 fafd @ s - fAiw 1810204 H o 5 | i : | : Noc
A (1) 9 @l & forg U1 1 foelt werme a1 fim < 181 &1 | geae oTfd @ 918 Gicrt] (T - o _
(e daAEe www.eproc2.bihargovin W ) & ST T WA oA SIRAT OF aeTn T T e anTe faeia o I, | Assistant Engineer (Civil) in Irrigation & | 592023 10.09.2024
; . . arrefze =ity | e e | Water Resources Department, Harvana 09:00 AM to 12:00 Noan
4. Ffg ity & siftm offr v w9 f9ie 25102024 W90 300 T AR | ] s . O 7 T T o ree 7 et iy e 5570531 =
S o 5 M (2) @ O 7Y = FEyE (B g & Fews) g3, s e 2 RUMEL SETNE EGSGIIEI0NT W IEpatn | SWe
(Rrw @ www.eproc2 bihar.gov.in ) vd GST Fyser #7 wrar ufey &= 20 | & Mt Roumer AL ey, |
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(R 4 & aesfia o R S @ FER-IneHm—uf¥ys, 9291 $1 2 | w &) FEife =gEey 59w AR AT | 02:00 PM to 05:00 PM
Fs e [ L VW e 1 FTY Sl w1 AR fEes #1d 2m 4. | Manager Electrical in HSIIDC [ 1(3)2018 |
fogg & owmn & ) (4) Herw ) aifrdie BuTd @1 @4 § @ 5 9] BT S B ARy, gE A 5 | ;S:,DI':' :|.:b:ulri|]:-i1|. ih Developmen: & Panchaval | 542023 |
. ' y : = T e = . S T=TT =TTy ] I ] Jeponrtment. Faryani
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The candidates are advised to download their Admit Cards from the link provided on the Commission's
website i.e. http://hpsc.gov.in with effect from 28.09.2024 onwards.

It is further made clear that all the candidates who have qualified for the Subject Knowledge Tests for
the above mentioned posts are being provisionally allowed to appear in the Test, subject to the fulfill-
ment of all eligibility conditions as per advertisement.

Notes:

1. Candidates are directed to download the admit card and take print of the same on A-4 size

qad &) M g 9 & argw & gl o1 g3 &3y s e |

R 1 = e O 1 s - O | M R e = O O P s
fFAER-IngaT—ufug, 984 & A9 9 4eY 49 fommer § w9 Her
el & W Fewe, MeR—aredr—uiieg, HeuR, ged-800004
Al H W Fel afmard &80T T 9 g @1 geeT B Ed Ao Ao

6. fanita dre wrem & i v s e ueie g de ¥ e fe am
(o awemge www.eproc2 bihar.gov.in W )

: fo% d99Ee www.eproc2. bihargov.in W

7. fAfean @ &1 Wi

g fafger & e sl 490 = ) Qo056 62477 IR TRIH Y Hh T | 'E"I'IT;‘-'\_J:IET paper so that their photos & other particulars can easily be seen/ verified. Candidates having
TS A ( ] small size Admit Cards with unclear photos/signatures will not be allowed to enter the
v w state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar T &3 s §E | | eR. No. 009099 (Education ) 2024-25 few® Cxamination centre.

2.The candidates are advised to read all the instructions on the Admit Card very carefully.

Sd/- Deputy Secretary
Haryana Public Service Commission

Panchkula
O B

08¢ s B 7 T e s -
PR- DO8980 (Planning) 2024-25 B T T

O B |

T T www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar == 511 52 @ el #)
91 ¥ 999 91 & U &l SUdR, §¢ Udhed IR IRar 3 9R|

Date: 25.09.2024
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CROSSWORD 5479

ACROSS DOWN
1 One’s suit reserved for the 2Turnabout in the
ship’s officers (11) vessel (1-4)

3 Put to flight right away (4)
41t has been used poetically

9 Get expert treatment (7)
10 Big vessel in sea or tank (5)

11 Little creatures among before this time (6)
those left standing (4) 5 Expires, broken by a
12 With fashion, price is wager and disease (8)
not extreme (8) 6 Copperon trial is

14 Note more money for composed indock(7)
cook(6) 7 Will their occupants
16 s he the sort to laze? oversleep? (5,6)

Unlikely! (6)
18 It goes round; in fact

8 The highest bidder doesn’t
leave anything behind (5,3,3)

shoots round (8) 13 His praises are sung in
19 Allow to go for nothing (4)  theservices(8)

22 Noahwentroundtoone  15Increase theloan(7)
capital place(5) 17 It may be rude to make
23 Rosalind’s lover isin adigression (6)
Florida(7) 20 Place where thy

24 Landlord collects mail fight cartels (5)

and printed matter (11) 21 Slight legato effect (4)

Solutions Crossword 5478 Across: 1Caters, 4 Stipends, 9 Admire, 10 Register, 12 Nero,
13 Donor, 14 Pews, 17 Shooting star, 20 Thermometers, 23 Olaf, 24 Edwin, 25 Magi, 28
Smashing, 29 Garden, 30 Prisoner, 31 Depose Down: 1 Clannish, 2 Tomorrow, 3 Rare, 5
Theworstofit, 6 Pain, 7 Nether, 8 Stress, 11 Country dance, 15 Itchy, 16 Cadet, 18 Yes and
no, 19 Assignee, 21 Gossip, 22 Malawi, 26 Shoo, 27 Lake

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

Never___asa___whatyou canask as a favour. - John Churton Collins

(If\"/’:IR EINOCM
HE B H B
TTLIA EOTTGH

SUI[[0D) UOLINYD) UYO[ - “INOABJ B SE Y[SE UED NOA 1M JYSLI © SE W[ JOAN - JoMsuy
OLLAHD AINODNI LILLY “TVAII:NOLLNTOS

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

W SATURN
= s RISING IN

SATURN
REALLY ISN'T
HIMSELF TILL
HE'S HAD HIS
COFFEE.

B fdee R

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

| WITH A DISTARNT RUMBLING,
GREAT THUNDER. ClLouls
PILE HIGH INTD THE S /

SUDDENLY THERES A BLINDING
FLASH OF LIGMT ! ITS CALNIN
THE LIGHTMING BT/

N A FRACTION OF A SECOMD,
THE HOUSE BELOW WL BE
M A MILLION RECES!

SN YR k)
r ‘J'll,."r.r, !

T ENOW IT'S RAINING OUT, BuT
PLAY A BOARD GAME OR

DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Events that take
place soon will
provide you with
an opportunity

torebuild bridges and find

solutions to intractable
partnership problems. Some
difficulties may be solved with
an extra spending, but mainly
with more emotional grit.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

Itis for you to gauge
the moods of close
companions and
associates.

However, at least one person is

making it particularly difficult

for you to fathom what their
long-term plans are, let alone
why they should be acting

so incredibly strangely.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
What appears to be
arrogance and
intransigence
isreally the

belligerent planet Mars urging

you to stand up for yourself
whatever the opposition. Face
obstacles with courage and
determination, and throw

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

You may have come
to suspect that you
are unlikely to get a
fair deal whatever

the circumstances. However,

events that take place soon
will strengthen your hand

and increase your bargaining

power. You will have to lay

down the law at home - or
lose a struggle.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Life is too precious
to waste by
dwelling on
past problems, so

forget about recent trials and

tribulations, and concentrate
on creating a lighter
atmosphere. It is up to you to
restore good feeling. Once you
have done that, you will be
able to make your mind up.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Developments
which are now
imminent are likely
to have an impact

on your working life and may

disrupt your routine. A shake-
out could prove useful though,

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

| GOT US EXPRESS PASSES SO WE “SNIFF! = UH-OH. | NOW THESE AKE THE LINES
DON'T HAVE TO WAIT IN LINES TO | | THINK MARVIN Neeps | MEN i uar sHouLD LeT You use
| 6O ON RIDES! &y | TO BE CHANGED _ AN EXPRESS PASS!
..,_‘5“. . - E.‘H-._ ik o, n £ 1
| |
i
-
§
& ]
: |
z 1
L :
Diﬂ‘icult.y Level 3s ] g
TosoeaSadokupuzde, 17 18 ~ | [9]6]8]3[1]2[4]7]5
To everydigitfro_m'ltog 9 E‘ 5 1 ? - 3111419/7/516/8|2
A e o/1] 4| |3 | |s5/7/2]4/8]6[3/1]0
N eachoftheninehorizontal 9 5 8 4 9 117/5(812 3 E
Q r(?ws;ndlneachofthe 3 2 9 =) ?35 5 9-1 E- 54
= nine boxes. . . (7p) Brel Lo
= 4 5 d B|2|5|6(3|4|7/9|1
- Difficulty Level 4 3 29 9 28? 559 1_4_3
%) Ts =Very easy; 2s = Easy; 2 98 E 4 Is B 5 3114|7192 a
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; . i . | ey e
5s=VeryHard; 2 @) 1,4:9 8 213|567
6s = Genius (7))

money at any problems even profitable. In the short-
which can be bought off. run, you may have to spend
alittle money in order to

CANCER (June 22 - July 23) make more.

Steering others

through a difficult CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

patch will both lift It's in taking

your own morale responsibility for
and foster happiness among your own needs
close friends and relatives. and desires that

Everyone will benefit from
adose of your famous
compassion. I know you'll be
under pressure, but you'll
feel better if you take care

you assume control over your
personal affairs. Right now,
only you can decide whether
one particular relationship or
association ought to become

of others. a permanent and ongoing
feature of your life.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
You must fight for AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
what you know Your life over the
to be right. Justice past couple of years
means not only has often resembled

securing your own interests
against others' interference,
but protecting those who are
weaker than you. You have
probably figured out by now

a seesaw, swinging
one way, then the other. You're
going through another change
now, as issues which are
fundamental to your

that you are here to help entire existence re-assert
friends and strangers. themselves. All the important
issues seem to be hidden.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

Now that the PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

planetary formation You probably

is changing, your don't realise just

willingness to co- how much has
operate and try out a new been accomplished
format will make the coming through your own efforts,
months that much more because other people are

agreeable. Happiness depends
on harmonious relationships,
and right now you could do
with a little extra passion

and enthusiasm.

likely to hog the limelight. You
don't need public acclaim to
know that you have done well.
You just need to realise that
other people really like you.

et Rers fen @ sqvas W iaa

J Indian Institute of Science Education and Research Bhopal

wiara argr, ot wiurE - e vegy (E-wdw)
Bhopal By-pass Road, Bhauri Bhopal 462068 (Madhya Pradesh)
e-TENDER NOTICE
For complete detals and any comgendum &lc. Please visll www.iiserb.ac inTender and
www.eprocure gov.in. e-Tenders can be submitied only on www lenderwizard com/IISERB.

4 KERALA WATER AUTHORITY LRCHECIE G

Tender No : Re T No.128/2024-25/SE/Q

JIM-WSS to Thrikkaruva, Panayam, Perinad, Munroethuruth-Design, Construction, and
Commissioning of 16 MLD WTP Lamella Clarifier at Perinad, 15SLL OHSR at WTP site,
Perinad and Supply and laying 450mm dial DI K9 CWPM from clear water sump to 15LL
OHSR at WTP site. EMD : Rs. 500000 Tender fee : Rs. 16540+2978 Last Date for
submitting Tender : 14-10-2024 02:00:pm Phone : 0474 2745293 Website :

| : I — ; Iu 3
e - TENDER NOTICE

i)

o

The TGTRANSCO invites online Bids on e-procurement platform for supply of the
following Equipment. Tender Specification No.: TGPMM11-23/2024, Description
of Equipment: Hot line T&P. Bidders can have further details and download the tender
schedule from e-procurement platform @ www.tender.telangana.gov.in (Telangana
state). Contact Nos: O/o. The Chief Engineer/P&MM, TGTransco, Hyderabad, Phone:

Stlores and Purchase Officer

fetier: 22.09.2024
faferer gemT w&: 09 a9 2024-2025
NIB No. PWD2425A1709
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
INDIAN SPACE RESEARCH ORGANISATION
ISRO TELEMETRY TRACKING AND

COMMAND NETWORK (ISTRAC),
CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE GROUP

Plot No. 12 & 13, 3rd Main, 2nd Phase, Peenya Industrial Estate,
Bengaluru-560058. Ph: 080-28094196, 4184, 4541, 4542, Fax: 080-28094180

BRIEF E-TENDER NOTICE

1. On behalf of President of India, Item rate E-Tender is invited
from Contractors of appropriate class for the following work.

NIT No. ISTRAC/CMG/CON/C/ETN-45/
2024-25, dated 24.09.2024

Proposed VIP accommadation at
Jalahalli, ISRO Housing Colony,
Bengaluru (Civil and PH works) -
Main Building

Name of work

Estimated Cost put to Rs. 252.53 Lakhs

tender

Tender document E-tender

details

Period of completion 11 (Eleven) months

From 14.30 hrs. on 26.09.2024 to
16.30 hrs. on 18.10.2024

Period during which
the tender document
can be downloaded

From 15.30 hrs. on 26.09.2024 to
16.30 hrs. on 21.10.2024

Bid clarification

5r.| .kwa.kerala.gov.in .etenders.kerala.gov.in
Mame of the Hem (s)/Work Tender No. Due Date Www.Kwa.kerala.gov.mn www.ete g .
- = ! Sttt sl it = s ] Superintending Engineer 040-23396000, Extn.: 3670/3583/3276/3343/3275, www.tgtransco.com Sd/-
2 ISu::IDI',' of floor model centrifuge _ "EE::;‘:F ;E":;}Ef'“ 14.10.2024
v —— | GabdNO83d | H.@.: “UJJAWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Read, Dehradun-248006 [ S et NSRRI LA IR RS R L e B T T
4 | Network attached data archive system. | ISERB/SP/2024-15186 14.10.2024 Telephone: 0135-2T63808, Fax: 0135-2T63508 fafaer ArdtesTo qaA
| i dated 20.09 24 UIVHL CIN No. U40101UR20015GC025866, Website:www.ulvnlcom

RO No. 855 Tender Notice Dated : 250972024

Office of the Executive Engineer (Maintenance) Tiloth Power House,
Littarkashi invites sealed tender from interested parties. Brief summary
of tender is given below:

Tendar Mo, (i) 11/EE(MW2024-25, (i) 12/EE(M F2024-25

Name of Work: (i) Repairing and Rewinding of 6§30 KVA transformer.
{il) Rewiring of different residential guarters of colonies.

Estimated Cost- (i) Bs. 8,50,000.00 [(Taxes Extra) (i) Rs. 8,582 699.00
{Taxes Exira)

Diate of availability of bid document on website: 26.09.2024

Last date of submission of tender: 18.10.2024 at 16:00 hrs,

For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender
documents can be downloaded from the Migam's websile
“www.ujvnl,com”

Executive Engineer (Maintenance)

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity™

TRTasUd! shiet Hehet, WeTgll, STTaTel, ui- 411045.
Hohdiles: https://sports.maharashtra.gov.in
‘s‘—‘ﬁ?&: desk11.dsys-mh@gov.in, mahkridapeeth@gmail.com
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ALIMOCC

Phone- 0512-2770176, Fax- 0512-2770617

ARTIFICIAL LIMBS MANUFACTURING CORPORATION OF INDIA
(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
TOLLFREE NO. 18001805129
OPEN TENDER NOTICE

G.T. Road, Kanpur-209217
Visit us: www.alimco.in

Online Bids (Technical & Price Bid) are invited for supply of item as

per details indicated below,

Last date and time of
reply to bid clarification

Up to 16.30 hrs. on 22.10.2024

Last date and time for
receipt of tenders

Up to 14.30 hrs. on 23.10.2024

Due date and time of 24.10.2024 after 11.30 hrs.

opening of tenders

Gem bid Category of ltems Qty. Approx. Value | Due Date
number of Opening

GEM! |"Design, Fabrication, 01 |Rs. 2,83,00000- |16.10.2024
20248/ [ Supply, Installation & sel | (Including GST)

5435702 | Commissioning of Hearing
Aid Test Facility (On

Turnkey Basis)”

EMD Rs. 5,05,060/-

2. Interested tenderers may please refer Detailed Notice
Inviting Tender (NIT) for eligibility criteria and other details
in website www.isro.gov.in and download the tender
documents from www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO

Sd/- Group Head, CMG

Interested Tenderers may download the tender document from
ALIMCO website www.alimco.in {for reference only) and GeM porial.
Tenderers are requested to swbmit their Offers/Bids through
E-Tendering Process only on GeM portal. The Technical
Bid will be Opened on as indicated above. ALIMCO reserves the right
o reject any or all requests/Offers without assigning any reason,

Mote: For any corrigendum in the tender, Tenderers may please visi

Gel portal and ALIMCO web-site. For ALIMCO SM (Projects]
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JEJURI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, JEJURI

E-Tender Notice No. 1924 for 2024-25
JMC invites e-Tender for the work of Jejuri
Water Supply Scheme at Tal. Purandar
Dist. Pune in the State of Maharashtra
valued at Rs. 62.75 Cr. Please visit website
www.mahatenders.gov.in for detailed

information. Sd/-
Chief Officer,
Jejuri Municipal, Jejuri

RAJASTHAN STATE HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY, JAIPUR

GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN

Email: ho.rsha@rajasthan.gov.in Tel: +91-141-2223547
No. 1066 Date: 23/9/20
SHORT TERM NIT No.23/2024-25

INVITATION OF BIDS FOR TOLL COLLECTION

Bids for collection of user fee on ‘‘Ajeetgarh to Chala section of SH-13, Bidasar to
Jasrasar section of SH-20, Singhana to Buhana - Haryana Border section of SH-13B”
under RSHIP Tranche-1, Package-04/1I are invited from interested bidders upto 11:30 AM
on 07.10.2024.

Other particulars of bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state. The estimated
value of Annual Remittance is Rs. 11.95 Cr.

UBN No: PWD 2425SLOB0O6285

Sd/-

(V. L. Dhankhar)
Member (WC & O),
RSHA, Jaipur

DIPR/C/9118/2024
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OFFICE OF THE RAJASTHAN STATE HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY, JAIPUR
Government of Rajasthan

No. F.7 (15)/RSHA/WB/T-II/EPC-04/D-1056
NIT No. 20/2024-25

Bids for Upgradation, Development and Maintenance of Sathin to Gotan road section of SH-
86B starting from Design Chainage Km 0+000 to Km 30+644 in the state of Rajasthan under
RSHDP-II (Tranche-2) on EPC Mode (Package- WB/RHMP/EPC/04) are invited from the
interest bidders upto 11:00 AM on 21.10.2024. Other particulars of the bid may be visited

Date: 20.09.2024

on website https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in. The
approximate value of civil works is Rs. 93.90 Crores.
UBN No. (PWD 2425 WLOBO6155)

Sd/-

Member (WC & O)

DIPR/C/9101/2024 RSHA, Jaipur

@ J BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD

(POWER WING)
CORRIGENDUM-I (CANCELLATION)
The tender notice against E-NIT No:- 01/0MD/2024-25
Dated: 21.08.2024 (Work for Mtc. of Non-residential
buildings at 220 KV Sub-station BBMB, Delhi) is
hereby CANCELLED due to non-receipt of EMD amount
of 1 firmoutof 3 firms as perterms & conditions.

BT LE G REE Y For your Better Tomorrow Save Energy Today

RAJASTHAN STATE HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY, JAIPUR

(Govt. of Rajasthan)
Short-Term Notice Inviting Bid (21/2024-25)

Bids for collection of user fee on ‘“Bhawi-Pipar-Khimsar (SH-86C) Length Km.97.00”

are invited from interested bidders upto 11:00 AM on 01.10.2024. Other particulars of bid

may be visited on the procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,

htpp://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state. The estimated value of Annual Remittance is

% 2,24,88,093 Cr.

UBN: PWD 2425 SLOB06278

Sd/-

(V.L. Dhankhar)

Member (W,C& O)

RSHA, Jaipur

DIPR/C/9081/2024

MAHILA ARTHIK VIKAS MAHAMANDAL,
GRIHA NIRMAN BHAWARN (MHADA),

Mezzanine Floor, Kalanager, Bandra (East 400051

Mahila Arthik Vikas Mahamandal (MAVIM), A Government of Maharashtra
Undertaking, invites Tender for supply of Desklops, Laptops & Printers,
For detailed document, interested bidders should visit, E-Procuremeant
system of Govt, of Maharashira {GoM) i.e. Tenders Maharashira
hilps:/imanatenders.gov.in

All rights ara resarvad with Managing Director,

Last Date & Time for submission of Tenders: Till 24" Octobear, 2024
kil 0300 pm

Email ID : procurement mavimi@amail, com

Managing Director,
MAVIM, Mumbai
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India round of MotoGP
postponedto 2026

New Delhi: The Indian round of the
MotoGP championship was on
Wednesday postponed to 2026 with
the organisers citing "operational
circumstances” as the reason behind
another delay. The Indian Grand Prix
was earlier scheduled to be held in
September but was deferred to
March 2025. Now, it can only be held
in the early stages of 2026. "The FIM,
IRTA and Dorna Sports confirm that
the Indian Grand Prix will be in-
cluded on the 2026 FIM MotoGP cal-
endar, moving to become a reserve
event for 2025," MotoGP said in a
statement. Operational circum-
stances have obliged the event to be
delayed from its initial slot near the
start of the 2025 calendar. PTI

AFC U20: India beat
Mongolia 4-1

Laos: India outclassed Mongolia 4-1
to begin their campaign in the AFC
U20 Asian Cup qualifiers on a win-
ning note here on Wednesday. The
teams were locked 1-1 at half time,
but India stepped up the assault in
the second half to leave Mongolia's
defence in tatters. Kelvin Singh
Taorem (20'), Manglenthang Kipgen
(51', 54'), and Korou Singh
Thingujam (85") were the goal-scor-
ers for India. Temulen Uuganbat
(45th) struck the solitary goal for
Mongolia. Iran and hosts Laos are
the two other teams in the Group G.

PTI

Srikanthinsecond
round of Macau Open

Macau: Star shuttler Kidambi
Srikanth, along with compatriots
Ayush Shetty and Tasnim Mir, ad-
vanced to the second round of the
singles event at the Macau Open
Super 300 badminton tournament
on Wednesday. In his first competi-
tion since recovering from an injury
sustained in May, sixth seed
Srikanth, a silver medallist at the
2021 World Championships, out-
classed Israel's Daniil Dubovenko
21-14,21-15, while Ayush, the 2023
World Junior Championships
bronze medallist, also had a strong
start, defeating fellow Indian Alap
Mishra 21-13, 21-5 inanother men's
singles opening-round match. PTI

World Cup winner

Varaneretires

Madrid: France's World Cup-win-
ning defender Raphael Varane an-
nounced his retirement from foot-
ball at the age of 31 on Wednesday,
bringing down the curtain on his
successful career after suffering a se-
rious knee injury. Varane made 93
appearances for France from 2013-
22, playing a key role in their victory
at the 2018 World Cup in Russia, as
well as their runners-up finish four
years later in Qatar. Varane began his
club career at Ligue 1 side Lens, be-
fore joining Real Madrid in 2011,
where he played 360 times and won
three La Liga titles and four
Champions League trophies in a tro-
phy-laden spell. He joined
Manchester United in 2021, making
95 appearances in all competitions
for the English side and helping
them win the League Cup in 2023
and FA Cup in 2024, before moving
to Serie A club Como in July where
he suffered a knee injury on his de-
but. REUTERS

COURT INTERVENTION

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

MBAPPE OUT WITH INJURY

Kylian Mbappé will be sidelined with a hamstring injury, Real
Madrid said Wednesday.“Following tests carried out today by
Real Madrid’s medical services on our player Kylian Mbappé,
he has been diagnosed with an injury to the biceps femoris in

his left leg,” Madrid said.

Kuldeep eyes Green signal for homecoming

REUTERS

With Green Park set to offer alow and slow pitch, left-arm wrist spinner will have to vie with Axar Patel for the third spinner's role

Kohli struggles against
Bumrah and Axar, Bangla
face Shakib conundrum

PRATYUSHRAJ
KANPUR,SEPTEMBER 25

EARLIER THIS year, during a podcast with
Ravichandran Ashwin, Kuldeep Yadav took
the off-spinner by surprise when he revealed
his age. “You are 29, I can't believe this,”
Ashwin laughed.

Kuldeep will turn 30 in less than three
months, but since his Test debut in 2017, has
played only 12 Tests. His childhood coach
Kapil Pandey is hopeful that he will finally see
his ward bowling in a Test at Green Park, the
venue where it all started for the wrist-spin-
ner. “It's his bad luck that he has only played
12 Tests in seven years). Hopefully, he will get
a chance to play his 13th in Kanpur,” Pandey
told The Indian Express.

Kuldeep's stop-start career has been one of
the curious occurrences in Indian cricket.

In 2019, after taking a five-wicket haul in
Sydney, Kuldeep was touted as “India’s lead
spinner in overseas Tests” by then head coach
Ravi Shastri. However, a few years later, loss of
formand a career-threatening knee injury put
his career at a crossroads. Someone like
Kuldeep, back from the wilderness, needed
backing and support; that has notalways been
the case.

At Chattogramin 2022, Kuldeep bagged an
eight-wicket haul and scored a crucial 40 in the
firstinnings, during which he put on crucial 92
runs for the eighth wicket with Ashwin.
However, the player-of-the-match perform-
ance was not enough for Kuldeep to keep his
spot in the next match, as the team manage-
ment included Jaydev Unadkat in the eleven.
Kuldeep had shed the perception that he does-
n't have that fizz in his bowling and was too
slow to beat batsmen.

“He was told to work on his bowling speed
and batting. He did it both but the next match,
he got dropped. From that point whenever he
isnot picked, I only laugh,” said Pandey. “I have
seen that struggle very closely. The way he was
treated was unfortunate but he told me specif-
ically that My dip and drift will be my answer."”

Earlier this year during the five-match Test
series against England, Kuldeep roared back
after missing the first Test and picked 19 wick-
ets, including a five-wicket haul and a player
of the match performance at Dharamsala.
However, six months later, when India played
their next Test, against Bangladesh in Chennai,
Kuldeep didn't make the playing XI.

Toss-up between Axar, Kuldeep

The question remains whether Kuldeep
will get a chance to play a Test in front of fam-
ily and friends. India’s first training session on
Wednesday indicated thatif the team plans to
go with three spinners, Kuldeep might be fac-
ing a stiff challenge from Axar Patel.

Axarwas bowling in tandem with Ashwin
and Ravindra Jadejain the nets, while at the far
end, Kuldeep was doing the basic fielding drills
with Sarfaraz Khan and Dhruv Jurel. He did
come on to bowl but by that time, India's pre-
mier batsmen Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli,
Yashavi Jaiswal and Shubman Gill had left the

oW
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Since his Test debut in 2017, Kuleep Yadav has played only 12 Tests. Sportzpics for BCCI

nets. Kuldeep bowled an extensive spell to
his Delhi Capitals captain Rishabh Pant.

Jadeja's presence in the team might help
Kuldeep pip Axar in the battle for the third
spinner role. Although Axar's stock in white-
ball formats has gone up in recent times,
when it comes to Test cricket he is consid-
ered a ‘slightly’ inferior version of Jadeja.

Pandey, who will be at Green Park with
Kuldeep's family and a few trainees of his
academy, wants Gautam Gambhir and his
coaching staff to watch Zak Crawley's dis-
missal in Dharamsala before taking a final
call on the playing XI for Kanpur.

“It obviously depends upon the team
management about what combination they
want to play. But I feel Kuldeep must play in

And it is understood that after weighing in

all home Test matches. He has that X factor,”
said his coach.

“In Dharamsala, the pitch was absolutely
flat. But the way he cleaned up Zak Crawley
should be enough for the team management
to play him in every Test match,” added
Pandey. As far as the bigger picture is con-
cerned, India is looking to secure qualifica-
tion for the third World Test Championship
final in a row. After the two-match series
against Bangladesh, they will play three
Tests at home against New Zealand, fol-
lowed by a five-match away series in
Australia. India would love to have Kuldeep
in good rhythm and an on-song left-arm
wrist spinner would be a key weapon
against the best oppositions.

PRATYUSHRAJ
KANPUR, SEPTEMBER 25

UNDER THE scorching sun at Kanpur's
Green Park Stadium, Jasprit Bumrah
bowled around 15 deliveries to Virat Kohli
in the nets and 'got him out' four times.

Kohli looked comfortable on the first
three balls, before Bumrah cranked it up
and got one to hit the pads and shouted
“saamne laga hai (You are plumb).” Kohli
acknowledged.

Next ball, Kohli played his trademark
cover drive, which got the groundsmen, lo-
cal police and a handful of journalists in the
stands go berserk. Bumrah walked back,
and bowled at the fourth stump line but
this time the length was shortened and
Kohli edged it.

Cluless Kohli

Bumrah then moved his line of attack
to the middle and leg stumps and outfoxed
Kohli twice in a row. Both times the ball
lobbed after the inside edge hit the pads.
Bumrah smiled at Kohli and teased him
“Aakhiriwala toh short leg ka catch tha (The
short leg could have catched the last one).”
Kohli smiled before moving to the parallel
net, where the spin trio Ravichandran
Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja and Axar Patel
were bowling.

In recent times, Kohli's struggles against
spinners have become well known. In
Chennai, he was dismissed by off-spinner
Mehidy Hasan Miraz for 17, which was the
18th time since 2021 that Kohli got out to
spinners.

He was struggling against the Indian
spin trio in the Kanpur nets as well, espe-
cially the two left-arm spinners. Kohli con-
stantly tried to play inside-out against
Jadeja, but missed three times in a row and
looked agitated. However, the eye-catch-
ing moment was Axar cleaning up the mas-
ter batsman through the gate.

That was the last ball Kohli played in the
nets before making way for Shubman Gill.

Shakib fit and available

Twice in the morning during
Bangladesh's practice session, Shakib Al
Hasan padded up and faced the local spin-
ners for five to seven minutes. Both times,
he walked off furiously towards the
Bangladesh dressing room.

Shakib bowled only 21 overs in Chennai,
going wicketless, and scored 32 and 25 in
Bangladesh's 280-run loss. He was intro-

past decade, after an underwhelming sea-

Virat Kohli at the nets in Kanpur. PTI

At the moment, | haven't heard
from my physio or from anyone. He
is still eligible for selection. |I'm
sure that he also thinks that he can
perform better. We all know what
he's capable of.”

CHANDIKA HATHURUSINGHE
ON SHAKIB’S AVAILABILITY

duced in the 53rd over of India’s first in-
nings. Murali Kartik, on air, had said that
Shakib had told him about discomfort on
his spinning finger and shoulder.

However, Bangladesh head coach
Chandika Hathurusinghe on Wednesday
downplayed concerns around Shakib's fit-
ness after the finger injury sustained in
Chennai.

“At the moment, [ haven't heard from
my physio or from anyone. He is still eligi-
ble for selection,” Hathurusinghe told re-
porters. When asked whether he was upset
with Shakib's performance in Chennai,
Hathurusinghe said: “I'm not. I'm upset not
about his performance but our overall per-
formance. We could have done better.”

“I'm sure that he also thinks that he can
perform better. We all know what he's ca-
pable of. I think he batted really well in the
second innings. He couldn't go on. Not be-
cause of a lack of pride. It's the sheer qual-
ity of the opposition.”

be a big one. During the meeting, a majority

IPL Player Auctions: BCCI hkely to allow five retentions

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER 25

THE BOARD of Control for Cricket in India
(BCC)is likely to allow the IPL franchise to re-
tain five players with no right to match op-
tion available at the upcoming IPL auction.
Retaining five players means, it opens the
door for Mumbai Indians to retain their core
which includes Rohit Sharma, Jasprit Bumrah,
Suryakumar Yadav and Hardik Pandya.

In a recent meeting at its headquarters,
BCCI had a discussion with all the 10 team
owners about the player retainership. And
a majority of them wanted to retain 5-6
players as it would give them continuity.

their request the BCCI has adhered to the re-
quest as it believes retaining up to five play-
ers will also ensure the franchises’ brand
value is also protected.

Ahead of the 2022 season, when fran-
chises were allowed to retain a maximum of
four players, the obligation was to not retain
more than three Indian players and two over-
seas players. However, there is no clarity this
as of now as to how many overseas players
can be retained by each franchise.

Big calls for MI

With five players likely to be retained, all
eyes are on Mumbai Indians now. While
their core has remained the same over the

MI would be able retain Rohit Sharma,
Jasprit Bumrah, Suryakumar Yadav
and Hardik Pandya (in pic). PTI

son this year under Pandya's captaincy it
would be interesting to see how they line up
their retainers.

The BCClis yet firm up the retention costs
for the upcoming auction.

In 2022, when Mumbai retained four
players, Rohit got the highest pay bracket atRs
16 crore followed by Bumrah (Rs 12 cr),
Suryakumar (Rs 8 cr) and Kieron Pollard (Rs
6 cr). This time, with the stocks of Bumrah
and Suryakumar raising, it would be interest-
ing to see the price at which they are retained,
provided they getinto an agreement with the
players.

With the BCCl deciding on the number of
retentions, the upcoming player auctions will

of the franchises which are part of the tour-
nament since its inception, wanted the big
auctions to take place in a four or five year
cycle. Citing continuity they wanted the BCCI
to delay the big player auctions by a year as
they were not keen on losing key talents they
had invested in. The last two big player auc-
tions were held in a four-year cycle (2018 and
2022).

Kolkata Knight Riders co-owner Shah
Rukh Khan was among those who were in
favour of not having big auctions this year.
Apart from KKR, Mumbai Indians, Chennai
Super Kings, Sunrisers Hyderabad, Rajasthan
Royals and Gujarat Titans were also pushing
for the big auctions to be postponed.

How Indla S young defender Anwar is playing in the ISL despite ban

ANILDIAS
SEPTEMBER 25

INDIA DEFENDER Anwar Ali didn’t have a
dream start to his Indian Super League (ISL)
season as East Bengal lost to Kerala Blasters
on Sunday, but the smile on his face said it
all — he was just happy to be on the football
field.

After all, he’s had a tumultuous time since
July when he decided to end his loan spell
with Mohun Bagan.

What did Anwar do?

So basically, Anwar was a Delhi FC player
but was on a long, four-year loan spell at
Mohun Bagan SG.

On July 8, he issued a notice of termina-
tion to Bagan, citing Article 10.1.d of FIFA's
new regulations on the status and transfer
of players (RSTP) that "aloan agreement may
be concluded for a minimum duration of the
time between two registration periods and a
maximum duration of one year."

"As per the above regulations, any con-
tract and agreement regarding my loan
transfer for a period longer than one year

Anwar Ali (right) made his ISL debut for East Bengal on Sunday.

Sportzpics for ISL

stands invalid. Itis also pertinent to note that
the loan agreement does not contain a ter-
mination clause which in itself makes the
agreement invalid,” Anwar had said.

What do AIFF rules say?

That's where the problem lies. The AIFF
has not yetimplemented the new FIFA rules.
It has till June 2025 to adopt the changes, and
for now, are counting on its own Regulations
on the Status and Transfer of Players (RSTP)
for domestic players. “A contract between a
professional player and a club may only be
terminated upon expiry of the term of the
contract or by mutual agreement,” states
Article 15 of the AlFFin its Regulation for RSTP
rulebook.

What did Anwar want?

Anwar requested the federation to trans-
fer his registration back to Delhi FC. Being a
top Indian player, he didn’t want to be onloan
for so long. "At this stage in my career, | am
not comfortable being a professional onloan
for such along period as it is hampering my
career prospects. Therefore, I have asked
Delhi FC to reintegrate me and discuss my
permanent transfer options within this

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .

transfer window so that I do not lose out on
any opportunity to earn my livelihood to the
best of my capabilities,” Anwar had written
to AIFF's registrations department.

How did Bagan react?

The termination notice naturally took
aback Bagan who told the defender to join
training with the senior team
ahead of the ISLseason. Anwar
responded by telling the club
he was "open to discussing a
permanent transfer to Bagan”
but with the club unwilling to
get into negotiations for a per-
manent transfer since there
were three years left on the
original loan agreement, |

EXPLAINED

that the move was illegal. A week later, the
PSC granted the NOC to Anwar to sign with
East Bengal FC, but he was warned to pro-
ceed at his own risk pending the final order.
The following day, East Bengal registered
Anwar on a five-year deal. In their final deci-
sion on September 9, the PSC slapped East
Bengal and Delhi FC with a two-window
transfer ban, while Anwar, East
— Bengal, and Delhi FC were or-
dered to pay a compensation of
Rs 12.9 crore to Mohun Bagan.

So how did Anwar play
against Kerala Blasters?

On September 13, the Delhi
High Court intervened and
quashed the PSC’s order over a

Anwar reportedly agreed terms

with rivals East Bengal. The AIFF then re-
ferred the dispute to its player status com-
mittee.

What did the Player Status Committee
rule?

The AIFF Players’ Status Committee found
the termination of the contract with Bagan
‘without ajust cause’ after Bagan maintained

lack of detailed reasoning to the
aggrieved parties and asked the PSC to revisit
the proceedings. Two days later, Anwar was
given the NOCto play for East Bengal in the ISL.

Is the saga over?

Not quite. Anwar received the NOC, but
it’s just a temporary relief. His future will be
determined by a fresh verdict by the PSC ex-
pected by the end of the month.
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NADA serves retired Vinesh notice for whereabouts failure

Vinesh Phogat at Haryana’s Anoopgarh
village on Wednesday. X/@Phogat_Vinesh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SEPTEMBER 25

WRESTLER VINESH Phogat, who retired from
wrestling last month, has been served with
a whereabouts failure notice after the anti-
doping sleuths did not find her at her pre-
disclosed location on the date of sample col-
lection earlier this month.

The National Anti Doping Agency (NADA)
officials reportedly reached Vinesh's home
in Kharkhoda, Haryana, on September 9.
However, she was not available to provide
her dope sample. Consequently, the anti-
doping watchdog served her a notice and
sought an explanation within 14 days.

Itislearnt that thisis the first time she has
been handed a notice for alleged where-
abouts failure. Consequently, even if she ac-

cepts the failure, Vinesh is unlikely to be
sanctioned. According to anti-doping rules,
an athlete must record three whereabouts
failures within 12 months for the NADA to
charge her.

"You are hereby given a formal notice to
notify you about apparent failure to comply
with the whereabouts requirements of the
ADR, and to invite you to make any com-
ments before we come to a final decision on
the matter,” the NADA notice read, accord-
ing to PTL

"A Dope Control Officer (DCO) was sent
to test you on that dav at that time and place.
However, he was unable to locate you for
testing as you were not available at the given
location.”

Vinesh had announced retirement from
wrestling after the Paris Olympics, where she
reached the final of the 50 kg freestyle com-

The anti-doping watchdog
served her a notice and sought
an explanation within 14 days. It
is learnt that this is the first time
she has been handed a notice for
alleged whereabouts failure.
Consequently, even if she
accepts the failure, Vinesh is
unlikely to be sanctioned

petition but was disqualified on the morn-
ing of her gold medal bout for being over-
weight by 100 grams.

Despite her announcement, Vinesh con-
tinues to feature on NADA's Registered

Testing Pool (RTP) and is hence required to
provide details about her availability for a
dope test. Failure to be present at the stated
time, date and location leads to a where-
abouts failure.

Vinesh was one of the three wrestlers
who led the protest against former Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) president Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh. While Sakshi Malik
had announced retirement last year at the
peak of the demonstrations, Tokyo Olympics
bronze medallist Bajrang Punia, too, finds
himself on the anti-doping web for allegedly
declining to provide a sample. He has con-
tested the provisional suspension NADA has
imposed on him.

Vinesh and Bajrang joined the Congress
Party last month. Vinesh is contesting the
Haryana Assembly election from the Julana
constituency.

From planning kid’s birthday to Olympiad gold

Harika Dronavalli was away from her two-year-old daughter for weeks, helping India win a historic double title in Budapest

NIHAL KOSHIE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

GRANDMASTER HARIKA Dronavalli was
seated on dias in the middle of the felicitation
function for the gold-medal winning chess
Olympiad teams, when she heard her two-
year-old daughter Hanvika call out for her
from the audience. Not wanting to disturb the
flow of her teammate Divya Deshmukh, who
was speaking at that point, Harika gestured
to her grandmother, Sudeshna Devi, 77, to dis-
tract Hanvika but it didn't work.

And so Harika got off the stage, carried her
daughter in her arms and walked towards the
end of the packed hall during the felicitation
organised by the All India Chess Federation.

Harika has been away from her daughter
for over three weeks, helping India win a his-
toric double-gold in Budapest - Open and
Women's event - at the Chess Olympiad. The
33-year-old veteran, who played the top
board for the women's team, said she wasn't
worried how Hanvika would cope because
she got the best possible care: her sister,
mother, and grandmother forming the sup-
port system back home in Guntur.

"I was never worried when [ was away
from her, because I know she was in much
safer hands than me. No one can take care of
her better than my parents, grandmom and
sister. They will take extra care because they
know Iam not there. There have been times
when | haven't spoken to her for weeks be-
cause you can get emotional talking to your
daughter. It is difficult," Harika said.

When Harika beat Azerbaijan's Gunay
Mammadzada in the final round for a crucial
win, she clasped her face in her hands and
cried. Those were tears of relief and joy she
says. Harika debuted at the Chess Olympiad
in 2004 and it took her two decades to be
part of a gold-medal winning team. In 2022,
when the women's team won bronze, she
was expecting her child and could not play
a crucial game because the doctor had ad-
vised her against sitting for too long.

"I guess my wait for gold has been the
longest among players I know. Over the years
I never understood why this (chess
Olympiad) is not being cracked. Last time it
was during my pregnancy and after that I
somehow started doubting if this would
happen (India winning gold). | am an emo-
tional person and after I became a mom |
have started openly showing emotion even
more," Harika said.

She wasn't expected to be part of the
Olympiad squad this time around. But
coach and team captain Abhijit Kunte
wanted either one of the veterans, Harika
or Koneru Humpy to play. Humpy opted out
because of "personal reasons', Kunte said.
"Harika asked me to give her a day to think
about it," he recalled.

Harika, however, was busy planning
Hanvika's second birthday. The family was
set to travel to Bali and she wanted to plan
the entire trip on her own. "On August 91 got
back to India from another tournament and
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Chess Olympiad champion D Gukesh shows his medal to the daughter of fellow gold winner Harika Dronavalli during a felicitation function in New Delhi. Anil Sharma

on August 24 we had to be in Bali. I had to
make the family trip perfect becauselam a
perfectionist. 1 didn't get enough time to pre-
pare for the Olympiad and I was feeling
guilty about it. But I am happy I held my
ground (at the Olympiad)".

Other than her daughter's birthday,
Harika had other things on her mind too.
Her mother and grandmother both had
scheduled knee surgeries which had to be
put on hold. Since the Chess Olympiad box
has now been ticked Harika can focus on
the homefront again.

Catching them young

Hanvika has already been exposed to the
game of chess, but Harika is not obsessed
with her daughter following in her footsteps.

"So we do take up a chessboard. She
knows pieces. She understands,” Harika
said. “But as a two-year-old, you never
know whether she will display her skills or
not. As a mother, I'm trying to inculcate
sports into her interests. But in this gener-
ation, kids know what they want early on.
I can't decide for her. I just would love it if

she could choose any sport, evenifit's suc-
cess or failure. I think sport teaches a lot...
taking setbacks or how to handle failures.
It makes you more mature at a very early
age and disciplined. So I believe that it can
help alotin life."

Now that she has tasted gold-medal win-
ning success, Harika is still mulling about her
Olympiad future. The joy of victory and the
felicitations, including meeting Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, is too fresh in her
mind to make a big decision immediately.

"I really don't know. I think it's too many
emotions right now going on.It's justa good
feeling to finish in a gold medal team.
Maybe... | don't know what will happen in
the future after two years, what will be the
situation. But right now if you ask me my
feelings, I'm like, okay. I think enough... too
much stress. And maybe I can concentrate
on my individual game rather than playing
all this (team events) This is my mental state
right now. But I don't want to be like, a hun-
dred percent sure, and then come back and
play because I really don't know what will
happen after two years."

SLOW-COURT PROBLEM|

AICF announces

reward of Rs 3.2 cr

New Delhi: The All India Chess Federation
announced awhopping Rs 3.2 crore inre-
wards for the historic 45th Olympiad-
winning Indian teams during a felicita-
tion ceremony here on Wednesday. AICF
president Nitin Narang made the an-
nouncement during the event.

Each player from the winning teams
will receive Rs 25 lakh, while the coaches
of the men's and women's teams,
Abhijeet Kunte and Srinath Narayanan,
will be rewarded with Rs 15 lakh each.

Grandmaster Dibyendu Barua, head
of the Indian delegation, will receive Rs
101lakh, and the assistant coaches will be
rewarded Rs 7.5 lakh. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi earlier on Wednesday
personally congratulated the champions,
praising their dedication and impact on
Indian sports. PTI

Gujrathi forgoes title

defence to meet PM

New Delhi: Grandmaster Vidit Gujrathi
has decided against defending his crown
at the 10th Vugar Gashimov Memorial
Chess Super Tournament in Azerbaijan
for an audience with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi here on Wednesday.

Gujrathi had won the Azerbaijan
event last year after outperforming com-
patriot Arjun Erigaisi.

Gujrathi took to ‘X', formerly twitter,
to inform that he reached Baku for the
event but decided to return to India to
meet Modi on learning about the felici-
tation function.

"Ireached Baku and I got to know our
Hon'ble PM wants to felicitate the Indian
team. I was overjoyed when I heard this
and I wanted to be a part of it. It's amaz-
ing at how such short notice he is taking
out time for us,” Gujrathi wrote. PTI

Somdev slams
AITA: ‘System
should enable
dreams, not
crush them’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SEPTEMBER 25

FORMER PLAYER Somdev Devvarman, who
has taken the All India Tennis Association
(AITA) to court, said that the sport has fallen
to an unprecedented low and the system
crushes dreams of aspiring players instead
of enabling them.

After Somdev and doubles player Purav
Raja filed a petition to stay the upcoming
AITA election, the Delhi High Court sought
the governing body's stand on the matter but
refused to stay the election process. However,
Justice Purushaindra Kumar Kauravissued a
notice to the sports body as well as the
Centre, and directed that the result of the
polls, which are scheduled to be held on
September 28, must not be announced.

“Accountability and transparency are es-
sential for Indian tennis to rise from the un-
precedented low it has currently fallen to,”
Somdev - who has been as high as No 62 in
the men's singles world rankings - said in a
social media post. “The conduct of the feder-
ation is in direct conflict with the law of the
land: it does not follow the sports code, it flouts
the judgments of courts and its administra-
tors choose to ignore the most basic guide-
lines for sports governance while fighting over
the spoils that the players have achieved.”

Senior advocate Rahul Mehra, appearing
for the petitioners, had argued that AITA was
conducting the electionina “clandestine man-
ner” as there was “nothing on the website.”
Mehra had submitted that AITA's conduct was
inflagrant violation of the Sports Code as well
as the decisions passed by the high court.

“Firstly, the age and tenure restrictions. You
can’t have amember running for office whois
above the age of 70. No matter the post or of-
fice and not only restricted to the President,
registrar and secretary, but all elected posts
are violating tenure and cooling-off period.
You need a minimum 25 percent eminent
sportspersons of outstanding merit both in
the general assembly of the body as well as
the executive committee and these have tobe
elected through the athlete commission of the
body,” Mehra had told The Indian Express.

Somdev's statement on X added that
players of his time managed to succeed de-
spite the system and not because of it. “A sys-
tem that was corrupt, insensitive and incom-
petent. But does every little boy and girl out
there, who picks up a racquet and dares to
dream, have to fight the same fight? The sys-
tem should enable dreams, not crush them.
We owe it to the sport that has given us all
that we have to make a difference. We owe it
to the future, we owe it to India,” he said.

Must come together: Paes

Meanwhile, Indian legend Leander Paes
pointed out there haven't been players com-
ing through the system. "Indian tennis and
Davis Cup performance has a lot of improve-
ment to go through. It's going to take an accu-
mulated effort of the players, the administra-
tion, the corporates and all the tennis
fraternity,” Paes said in Mumbai during the
Tennis Premier League auctions. "All of us must
come together as one and really help the sport
grow. Over the last four decades, we've only
had a string of players come through. In that, I
feel the base has to be really worked on."

The conduct of the federationisin
direct conflict with the law of the
land: it does not follow the sports
code, it flouts the judgments of
courts and its administrators
choose to ignore the most basic
guidelines for sports governance
while fighting over the spoils that
the players have achieved.”

SOMDEV DEVVARMAN
FORMER INDIANO. 1 TENNIS PLAYER

For India’s Next Gen to thrive, more hours needed in slower conditions

SHIVANINAIK
SEPTEMBER 25

W At his absolute peak in 2017, Kidambi
Srikanth was denied a charge at the World ti-
tle, stopped by Korean Son Wan-ho in quarters,
after the Indian just couldn't get his attacking
game going in slow Glaswegian conditions.

W 13-year-old girl prodigy Tanvi Patri, play-
ing at Thailand last December on a sluggishly
slow court, was caught on the baseline with flat
tosses by her opponent - as the older, powerful
Thai could hit through the thick air, but the
Indian is yet to gain strength.

WIndia's contemporary finest Satwiksairaj

Rankireddy-Chirag Shetty, cannot always
leverage their power hittingin slow conditions.
If opponents find it easy to retrieve their
smashes and counter, they often run into walls
costing them serious titles.
WHAT'S COMMON to them all? India’s tal-
ented shuttlers, stroke-makers, dragged
down (literally) by slow courts, once they
play at varied arenas around the world.

Asian stadia - with their throbbing live
audience and compulsorily switched-on air-
conditioners - tend to offer faster favourable
conditions. That explains India's success in

Indonesia, Thailand, and even China. But
Europe in autumn or winters barely needs
the blasting air, and the windless, slow still-
ness often proves to be the bane of Indians. As
do larger events like Olympics and Worlds,
which invariably are held in mammoth, ster-
ile arenas that make conditions slower.

It's not uniformly debilitating for Indians,
though slow courts were kryptonite for
Srikanth, easily the country’s finest fast court
specialist.

On the other hand PV Sindhu, with her
blazing power heft and work-rate till 2019,
was largely conditions-agnostic, an all-courts
beast. Saina Nehwal, with her anticipation
and limitations in court coverage but sturdy
power smash, actually benefitted from slow
courts. Both had un-Indian power.

HS Prannoy is just way too brainy and
skilled with versatile tactics, to not adapt, so
he could tame these conditions, winning in
Malaysia and a Worlds medal in Europe.
Lakshya Sen is aided in his dashing defense
on courts where the shuttle isn't whizzing
around madly, but muscular opponents like
Viktor Axelsen and Lee Zii Jia can just as eas-
ily hit through him, and wrap up matters
closing out sets and matches in a blink.

But on the whole, going forward, Indian

Priyanshu Rajawat (L) and Ashmita Chaliha, Indian badminton’s next gen. File

shuttlers need to be consciously prepared for
slow courts. That's where big titles are invari-
ably lost and won.

It might be the start of the European
swing in badminton when October rolls in.
But before the sporting action returns to Asia
for the elite, and does its India-hopping from
Lucknow to Guwahati to Cuttack for the mid-
shuttlers in winter, there's a forward-plan-
ning organisational mull for every venue
hosting badminton in the country. Are Indian

shuttlers not getting enough slow court con-
ditions at home to prepare them for the in-
ternational grind?

Hosting logistics are gargantuan by them-
selves. And for organisers of everything from
the Super 750 India Open in Delhi right to
the smaller cities hosting domestic junior
rankings, the wider question of tweaking
conditions to test and fortify Indian shuttlers
for tough conditions isn't high on priority.
But without hours on slow courts at home,

Indians will struggle abroad.

The entire aerodynamic science of shut-
tle speeds and drift and slow courts are any-
way hugely difficult to contrive. But givenit's
winters, serious thought needs to be given
to preparing venues that can start bolstering
Indians' slow-court games.

This is an important season for Priyanshu
Rajawat, who's literally turning into Srikanth
Part Two - sensational strokeplay and hair-
pullingly frustrating errors, when his stick
smashes don't fetch him immediate points.
Son Wan-ho backin 2017 could play the pon-
derous defensive metronome style, and drive
Srikanth crazy. Priyanshu now, has the even
more classical Kunlavut Vitidsarn and hyp-
notic ennui of Kodai Naraoka, to contend
with, in coming years.

Indians love stroke-making, and like in-
dulgent wordsmiths, are in love with their
own shots. You can't fault them, because it's
beautiful badminton to watch. Sadly for
them, opponents don't vibe along with this
sentiment. And on slow courts, it's often the
endless dull retrieving, as you can see the de-
light of a magnificently constructed follow-
up at the net post a smash from Rajawat, get
casually returned by the defensively sturdy
opponents, and his eyes dim like a low-volt-

age bulb as the rally stretches on.

That same frustration of why the
smashes aren't getting them points - like
haunted Srikanth - also stalks a Treesa Jolly or
Tanisha Crasto, who are slowly learning just
how difficult it can be against opponents
with reasonably good defense, if power-hit-
ting is your go-to. You can see the slow court
ghost actually paling Ashmita Chaliha's vis-
age, another super stroke-maker humbled
by these testing conditions.

India's upcoming juniors, growing up on
a staple of fast conditions at home, praised
for their lovely strokes, will need to be better
trained to accept this sobering reality.

Axelsen has reigned supreme, but the
next generation Europeans - Brian Yang,
Julien Carraggi and the French armada,
alongwith that Chinese Mjolnir-wielding Li
Shifeng, will render slow courts even more
treacherous. Shifeng is one-dimensional, but
that one dimension, on sluggish courts, is
deadly enough.

The best Indians can dois put in the court
mileage and work on foot speed to not get
caught, when their strokes don't yield instant
returns. You need to be ready to play that one
extra stroke - or even a dozen more. Slow
courts are brutal on beautiful games.
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