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Sensex hits 85,000, nifty reaches

SAKRA WORLD HOSPITAL TOPS
250 ROBOTIC CARDIAC SURGERIES

Sakra World Hospital, a leading 100% FDI institution in Bengaluru, has achieved a
groundbreaking milestone in robotic cardiac surgery under the leadership of Dr. Adil Sadiq.

TBG NETWORK
BENGALURU

akra World Hospital,
Sa pioneering 100%

FDI institution in
Bengaluru, has achieved a
significant milestone in car-
diac care. Under the vision-
ary leadership of Dr. Adil
Sadig, Director and Head
of Cardio Thoracic & Vas-
cular Surgery, the hospital
has completed over 250 ro-
botic cardiac surgeries, using
the latest intuitive robotic
system. This remarkable
achievement places Sakra
among the select few centers
in India and Asia to reach
such anotable feat. Most Ro-
botic Cardiac Surgeries Per-
formed on Patients Ranging
from 19 to 82 Years Old, with
an Average Age of 62 Years.
Since the introduction of ro-
botic cardiac surgery, Sakra
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MARKOBENZ
WINS RS1,400 CR
CONTRACTS

New Delhi: Markobenz
Ventures Limited, a leading
infrastructure develop-
ment company, is proud to
announce that it has secured
multiple road construction
contracts warth Rs1,400
crore from the Government
of India. These contracts are
part of the government’s
continued efforts to expand
and modernize the nation’s
road infrastructure under its
flagship infrastructure devel-
opment programs. The proj-
ects awarded to Markobenz
Ventures Limited include the
construction and upgrading
of highways, national roads,
and key rural access routes
across various states. The
scope of work involves cutting-
edge engineering solutions,
environmentally sustainable
practices, and timely project
execution, ensuring the high-
est standards of safety and
quality.

S&P: PRIVATE
SECTOR MUST

New Delhi: India's private sec-
tor will have to shoulder more
investment responsibility for
the country's growth because
India’s fiscal settings are con-
strained and the gavernment
might not be able to provide
as much financial support
as before, says global rating
agency S&P. In an analysis
titled “India’s growing role
in the global economy,” the:
global rating agency further
stated that India’s net general
government debt is elevated at
about 86 per cent of GOP, and
“the government may choose to
shore up its balance sheet to
build up fiscal buffers.”

CULTURE 0S
TRANSFORMS
EMPLOYEE
WELLNESS

Washington: n today's
competitive landscape, em-
ployee well-being has become
a critical factor in maintaining
productivity and engagement.
Organizations are increasingly.
realizing that traditional meth-
ods of engaging with employees
and monitoring their well-being
are no longer sufficient. To ad-
dress these challenges, Culture
05 has introduced Al-driven
solutions that revolutionize
how companies interactwith
their workforce, automate

HR processes, and prioritize
employee well-being. Culture
05 has developed a powerful
Al agent that automates key

HR functions such as wellness
check-ins, leadership feedback,
exit interviews, and manage-

ment evaluations. "
® Agencies

‘World Hospital has emerged
as a leading center in this
field. In 2023, it achieved the
highest number of robotic
surgeries in India and the
second-highest in Asia. With
an impressive survival rate

0f 99 %, Sakra demonstrates
acommitment to delivering
exceptional, life-saving care
while advancing medical
technology. The hospital's
achievements have earned
recognition from organi-

zations such as the Indian
Association of Cardiovas-
cular-Thoracic Surgeons
(IACTS) for its pioneering
Robotic Cardiac Program.
Equipped with advanced,
high-precision diagnostic

Festive offers on Two-Wheeler
bookings with Bajaj Finance

TBG NETWORK
PUNE

This festive season, Bajaj Fi-
nance is thrilled to announce
special cashback of up to Rs.
5,000 for customers look-
ing to purchase a new hike
with the Bajaj Finserv Two-
wheeler Loan. Beit for afirst-
time buyer or the ones look-
ing to upgrade, these special
festive offers provide the
perfect opportunity to own
areliable and stylish bike.
Festive cashbacks on
new bike shopping
During this festive season,
Bajaj Finance is offering at-
tractive cashback of up to
Rs. 5,000. The offers are
a great way to lower the
overall cost of a new bike.
To avail the offers, the new
hike has to be booked on-
line on EMI on Bajaj Mall
i.e. with the assistance of a
Bajaj Finserv Two-wheeler

Loan. The festive offers
may vary depending on the
two-wheeler model, colour,
variants, and other factors.
How to get the festive offers
on two-wheeler bookings
Getting a two-wheeler loan
from Bajaj Finance is quick
and hassle-free. Simply visit
the Bajaj Mall website or the
Bajaj Mall page through the
Bajaj Finserv App. Select
your favourite bike, choose
the EMI plan, and confirm
the online booking on Bajaj
Mall. A Bajaj Finance rep-
resentative will contact you
to finalise the details of the
two-wheeler loan for your

new bike. Then, visit the
nearest partner showroom
to close the paperwork and
get the bike delivery details.
Benefits of atwo-wheelerloan
For the purchase of a new
hike, a Bajaj Finserv Two-
wheeler Loan is a simple so-
lution with several benefits:
* Get up to 100% on-road
funding to purchase a new
bike.

However, there is a basic
eligibility criteria to be met
for the two-wheeler loan.
* One of the best features of
our two-wheeler loan is the
flexible repayment tenure of
up to 6 years. This gives the
ability to choose a plan that
as per the financial situation.
* Bajaj Finance offers a quick
and efficient approval pro-
cess. Once the eligibility re-
quirements are fulfilled, the
two-wheeler loan approval
and disbursalis quick.
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facilities, Sakra World Hos-
pital effectively manages a
broad spectrum of cardiac
conditions, including con-
genital heart defects, mitral
valve disorders, and arterial
blockages that may require
robotic bypass surgery. Ro-
botic-assisted bypass graft-
ing has becomeincreasingly
prevalent, with many pro-
cedures now performed
using this technique. Un-
like the traditional method,
which involves opening the
chestbone and stopping the
heart, robotic-assisted by-
pass grafting is performed
through small keyhole in-
cisions on the side, using
robotic arms and a camera.
Similarly, robotic mitral
valvesurgery and the robotic
closure of heart defects, are
carried out with minimalin-
vasiveness.
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26,000 on Global rate cuts

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Stock indices in India con-
tinued to rally amid rate
cuts globally, touching
fresh highs on Tuesday.
Sensex breached 85,000
and Nifty crossed 26,000.
Sensex closed the day at
84,914.04 points, down
14.57 points or 0.017 per
cent, while Nifty closed at
25,940.40 points, up just
1.35 points or 0.0052 per
cent. Among the sectoral
indices, Nifty metal was the
top mover at 2.97 per cent.
“._for the rally to continue,
the Nifty must decisively
break above the 26,000
level. Until then, we expect
range-bound movement,
with the index fluctuat-
ing between 25,800 and
26,000 over the next few
hours to a few days,” said
Rupak De, Senior Techni-
cal Analyst, LKP Securities.
US Federal Reserve's
monetary policy commit-
tee loosening interest rate
by steep 50 basis points,
in particular, lent fresh
support to Indian stocks.

Loosening monetary policy
in the US through rate cuts
typically leads to flight of
capital to markets where
policy rates are high. The
steeper the rate cut in the
US, the more the tendency
of flight of capitals to al-
ternative investment des-
tinations, including India.
Continued buying by foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs)
also somewhat supported
the stock indices. Foreign
portfolio investors upped
their investments in India,
hoping for a better return
on investments due to the
interest rate differentials.
They have so far mopped
up Rs 48,872 worth of
stocks in India in Septem-
ber, data made available
by NSDL showed. They
have been net buyers for
the fourth month now.

“Several factors contrib-
uted to this rally, including
strong corporate earnings,
resilient macroeconomic
indicators, and increased
foreign institutional inves-
tor (FII) inflows. The market
momentum was further bol-
stered by a bullish outlook
on India’s economic growth,
supported by expectations
of structural reforms and In-
vestor optimism around the
Indian economy’s ability to
withstand globalheadwinds,
such as inflationary pres-
suresand geopolitical uncer-
tainties, added to the positive
sentiment,” Vikram Kasat,
Head - Advisory, PL Capi-
tal - Prabhudas Lilladher.
In the absence of domestic
cues, the markets are like-
ly to mirror trends in the
global indices going ahead.
“We are of the view that, the
short-term market texture is
still in to the positive side, but
due to temporary overbought
environments we could see
range bound activity in the
near future,” said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head Equity Re-
search, Kotak Securities.
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India’s working-age population to reach
64% in next census: SBI Research

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The working-age popula-
tion in India has witnessed
an increasing trend since
1971and is projected toreach
64.4 per cent in the soon-to-
be exercised Census, as per
a report by SBI Research.
It will further increase to
65.2 per cent in 2031, the
report asserted on Tuesday.
The workingage population,
people in the age bracket of
15-59, rose from 55.4 per cent
in 1991, to 56.9 per cent in
2001, 60.7 per cent in 2021,
The average annual growth
is on a downward trajec-
tory and is expected to de-
cline from 2.20 per cent
in 1971 to 1.00 per cent in
2024, putting the national
population somewhere in
the range 0f138-142 crore in

|

2024, the SBI research said.
State-wise incrementalshare
in total population growth
reveals the share of southern
states, mainly Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana the growth to decline
while northern states, led
by UP and Bihar drive the
growth. North and Eastern
regions together are expect-
ed to have 52 per cent share
in the entire population.

The administrative work
to hold the long-delayed
countrywide census is
reportedly underway.
The last decadal census
‘was conducted in 2011 and
the latest was due in 2021.
The 2021 census exercise
was delayed citing the
then-COVID-19 pandemic
and has been on hold since
then. The Census pro-
vides key socio-economic

and demographic data to
policymakers and plays a
crucial role in governance.
The first census exercise
was conducted in 1872. The
soon-to-be-exercised cen-
sus is likely to begin soon
providing a range of data
of a digital-heavy India that
has undergone rapid chang-
es in the last decade or so.
As per population census
data, the share of children
in the age group O -14 years
increased till 1971 and grad-
ually declined thereafter.
In2024, according to the SBI
Research report authored
by Group Chief Economic
Adviser Soumya Kanti
Ghosh, the proportion of
children in the age group
O -14 years is projected to
be 24.3 per cent whereas it
was 30.9 per cent in 2011.
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Manipal Hospital Yeshwanth-
pur hosted a special event that
highlighted hope and inspi-
ration. The event acknowl-
edged the incredible courage
of childhood cancer survivors
and honoured the unwaver-
ing support of their families.
The team of dedicated doctors,
including Dr. Vinay Munikoty
Venkatesh, Consultant - Pae-
diatric Haematology Oncology
and BMT, Dr. Satish Kumar A,
Consultant - Hematologist and
Hemato Oncologist, and Dr.
Neelesh Reddy, Consultant Med-
ical Oncologist, led the program
and highlighted the challenges
and triumphs about the journey
of battling cancer. The event was

graced by several dignitaries,
including Dr. Kshitija Kulkarni,
Regional Head, Medical Ser-
vices, Dr. Chaitanya Pathania,
Hospital Director, Manipal
Hospital Yeshwanthpur, and
Arnab Mondal, Hospital Direc-

tor, Manipal Hospital Whitefield.
Dr. Vinay Munikoty Venkatesh
highlighted the importance
of early diagnosis is crucial.
“With advancements in cancer
treatment, currently childhood
cancer management is hope

|

beyond despair, around 80%
of childhood cancer cases can
now be cured,” he said. Add-
ing on the children’s response
and cooperation to treatment
Dr. Venkatesh said, “Children
bounce from illness to wellness

Manipal Hospital Yeshwanthpur celebrates young cancer warriors

inmiraculous time.” His words
resonated deeply with every-
one present, igniting a sense
of hope and determination.
Dr. Satish Kumar A shared cru-
cial insights on exciting new
treatments and research while
celebrating the strength of par-
ents who bravely navigate their
children’s cancer journeys. He
stated, “Every child’s journey
through cancer is a testament to
the incredible resilience of their
families. With groundbreaking
research and treatments emerg-
ing, we are looking at real solu-
tions and promised outcomes.”
Dr. Neelesh Reddy spoke about
the concept of ‘Invisible Hands’,
“For achild to get well it's a team
work, several invisible hands
contribute in their own way for
the well-being of child, be it the

scientist who discovered the
medicines, doctors who planned
the treatment, nurses who took
motherly care, house-keeping
staffwho keptthe hospital clean.
Thisis a day for all the survivors
and their families to recount their
gratitude. The families here must
send outa positive message toall
those who are still battling can-
cer. Positivity and gratitude will
help everybody in the longrun.”
The event also featured a gift dis-
tribution ceremony for the brave
children who have triumphed
over cancer, alongside a tribute
to the dedicated nurses who
provide exceptional care. Ad-
ditionally, parents were given a
platform to share their personal
stories and experiences, inspir-
ing otherswhomay be on similar
journeys.
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RAMALINGA REDDY RULES OUT CM
SIDDARAMAIAR'S RESIGNATION AFTER HC VERDICT

Karnataka Minister Ramalinga Reddy confirmed Chief Minister Siddaramaiah will not resign
despite the High Court’s dlsrmssal of his plea agamst the govemor s sanction for prosecution.

TBG NETWORK
IGALURU

arnataka Min-
ister Ramalinga
eddy on Tuesday

ruled out the resignation
of Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah after the High
Court dismissed his plea
challenging the gover-
nor’s sanction to prosecute
him in the alleged MUDA
land allotment scam.
Ramalinga Reddy said
that the entire cabinet and
the Congress will stand
by the Chief Minister.
“He is a ‘clean hand’ Chief
Minister. We don't find a
Chief Minister like this. He s
2100% clean-handed man.
BJP people are the most cor-
rupt people in India, there
is no value to their words.
Now, thesingle judge bench
has upheld the Governor’s
permission,” Ramalinga
Reddy told reporters here.
“There is a double bench,
full bench, Supreme Court.
‘We will fight. BJP doesn’t
have the moral right to ask
for Siddaramaiah’s resigna-
tion. Not only Congress but
the entire cabinet, MLAs

and High Command will
stand by CM Siddaramaiah.
Why should he resign?
There is a denotification
case regarding Yediyurap-
pa and Kumaraswamy, let
themresign first,” headded.
The BJP however has taken
the fight to the Congress
demanding the immedi-
ate resignation of Siddara-
miah on moral grounds.
BJP leader CT Ravi said,
“Law is same for every-
one...After the Karnataka
High Court’s judgement,

CM Siddaramaiah should
resign...Every corrupt
leader says that he will
not resign. CM Siddara-
maiah is a corrupt leader.”
Karnataka High Court on
Tuesday dismissed Sid-
daramaiah’s pettition chal-
lenging the approval given
by Governor Taawarchand
Gehlot for conducting in-
vestigation against him in
the alleged illegalities in
Mysuru Urban Develop-
ment Authority (MUDA)
allotting sites to his wife.

In his judgment the single
judge bench of Justice
Nagaprasanna said that
the order of sanction for
prosecution does not suf-
fer from non-application
of mind by the Governor.
Inhis petition Siddaramaiah
questioned the legality of
the sanction granted by the
Governor permitting inves-
tigation against him under
Section 17 A of the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act and
prosecution under Section
218 of Bharatiya Nagarik

IPEF Ministers welcome upcoming
clean and fair agreements

TBG NETWORK
ELHI

Union Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal, along with 13 other
ministers, collectively
‘welcomed the imminent
entry into force of three
landmark IPEF agree-
ments- the Clean Econo-
my Agreement (October
11, 2024), the Fair Econo-
my Agreement (October
12, 2024), and the Over-
arching Agreement on
IPEF (October 11, 2024).
These agreements are
set to deepen economic
cooperation among the
IPEF partners and drive
tangible benefits through
sustained collaboration.
According to the Ministry
of Commerce and Indus-
try, the ministers virtu-
ally attended the third
Ministerial meeting of the
Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework for Pros-
perity (IPEF), focusing
on pillars IT, TIT, and TV.
During the meeting,
the ministers reviewed

the significant progress
made under the Supply
Chain Agreement, aim-
ing to bolster regional
supply chain resilience.
The discussions focused
on improving prepared-
ness for future disrup-
tions, building competitive
supply chains, and safe-
guarding labour rights.
Minister Goyal highlight-
ed India’s election as Vice
Chair of the IPEF Sup-
ply Chain Council, with
the U.S. serving as Chair.
He also noted Korea and
Japan’s leadershiproles in
the Crisis Response Net-

work, and the U.S. and
Fiji in the Labour Rights
Advisory Board (LRAB).
India’s role in advancing
the action plans for three
critical sectors--semicon-
ductors, critical miner-
als, and chemicals--was
particularly emphasised.
Minister Goyal pointed
out the global reliance
on these sectors, espe-
cially in light of supply
disruptions during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Securing the supply of
essential minerals is
paramount, given their
importance in sectors

like clean energy, defence,
and telecommunications.
Goyal also stressed the
importance of resilient
agrochemical supply
chains, citing the projec-
tion that the global agro-
chemicals market could
grow from USD 235.2
billion in 2023 to USD
282.2 hillion by 2028.
Additionally, he ad-
dressed vulnerabilities in
healthcare supply chains,
particularly overreliance
on a few countries for
Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients (APIs) and
Key Starting Materials
(KSMs). India’s focus on
logistics and movement
of goods under IPEF
aligns with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's
“Gati Shakti” initiative,
which aims to enhance
the country’s transporta-
tion infrastructure and
supply chain networks.
The Clean Economy
Agreement is seen as a
critical step towards ad-
dressing global climate
challenges.

Surakha Sanhita, 2023.

Governor Thaawarch-
and Gehlot granted sanc-
tion on August 17 on the
applications filed by two
Bengaluru- based social
activists Pradeep Kumar
SP and T] Abraham and
Mysuru-based social ac-
tivist Snehamayi Krishna.
1t is alleged that MUDA il-
legally allotted 14 sites to
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s wife in the prime
location of Mysuru city. The
High Court, in its interim
order passed on August 19,
had granted a temporary
relief to Siddaramaiah by
directing a special court in
Bengaluru to defer further
proceedings and not to take
any precipitative action
pursuant to the sanction
granted by the Governor.
On August 31, the office of
the Karantaka Governor
told the high court in the
state that the sanction grant-
ed to prosecute Karnataka
Chief Minister K Siddara-
maiah in the alleged My-
sore Urban Development
Authority (MUDA) scam
was done after “application
of mind.”

AP CM orders probe into Sri
Ramalayam chariot fire

TBG NETWORK

AMARAVAT|

Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu ordered
a probe into the burning
of the Sri Ramalayam
chariot in Hanakanahal
village of Anantapur
district. The Andhra CM
arrived at the scene on
Tuesday and spoke with
the officials. According
to sources, the chariot
was set ablaze in the
early hours of Tuesday.
The Chief Minister con-
demned the incident and
was briefed by officials
on the details. District
authorities confirmed
that unidentified assail-
ants burned the chariot,
after which the CM or-
dered a comprehensive
investigation to arrest the
perpetrators immediately
and requested timely up-
dates on the investiga-
tion from the officials.
In Hanakanahal vil-
lage, local residents no-
ticed the fire and man-
aged to extinguish the
flames, but over half of
the chariot was already
destroyed, sources said.
The state government, in
its official statement, said,
“Authorities are suspect-
ing a conspiracy to hurt
Hindu sentiments.” The
police have launched a

thorough investigation,
and officers have been
mobilised to the vil-
lage to gather more de-
tails about the incident.
Following the orders of
Anantapur District SP
Jagadeesh, Kalyandurg
DSP Ravi Babu, and
Rayadurg Circle Inspec-
tor Venkata Ramana
visited the site to assess
the situation. DSP Ravi
Babu mentioned, “A dog
squad and special teams
from Anantapur are be-
ing deployed to track
down the suspects.”
The incident came amid
the Tirupati Prasadam
row raging in the state,
which started after
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Chandrababu
Naidu claimed that sub-
standard ingredients, in-
cluding animal fat, were
used in the preparation
of Tirupati laddus, the
prasadam offered at

the Sri Venkateswara
temple in Tirupati,
during the previous
YSRCP government.
Earlier in the day,
Andhra Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan held former Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy responsible
for the “contamination”
of the Tirupati laddu
prasadam. Kalyan said,
“I am ready to die for
Sanatana Dharma, and
1 will have no restric-
tions in the country if
I must fight for it.” He
accused the previous
YSRCP government, led
by Reddy, of being ac-
countable for the issue.
Kalyan slammed Y.V.
Subbareddy and Karuna-
kar Reddy, former chair-
menof Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams, stating,
“Secularism is two-way
and should come from
all directions.

Amitabh Bachchan celebrates India’s

TBG NETWORK
MUMBA

Megastar Amitabh Bach-
chan recently extended his
heartfelt congratulations
to Team India for their
remarkable achievement
at the Chess Olympiad,
where both the men’s and
women’s teams secured
gold medals. This historic
victory marked a signifi-
cant milestone in Indian
chess, as it was the first
time both teams won gold
in their respective catego-
ries during the same edi-
tion of the tournament.
Bachchan took to Insta-
gram to share his pride
and joy over this momen-
tous occasion, highlight-
ing the national sentiment
surrounding the players’
accomplishments.

In a touching video posted
on Tuesday, Bachchan
showcased images of In-
dia’s men’s and women's
chess teams, celebrating

their victory and the pride
they brought to the nation.
Accompanying the video
was a message in Hindi,
in which he expressed his
gratitude and admiration
for the chess players, stat-
ing, “India’s wonderful win
in Chess Olympiad! The
entire nation is grateful
for chess players’ achieve-
ments. Our chest is filled
with pride as our tricolor
is waved.” This sentiment
resonated deeply with
fans and chess enthusi-
asts across the country,
reinforcing the idea that

Chess Olymplad Triumph

sports, especially at an in-
ternational level, serveasa
unifying force that fosters
national pride.

The recently concluded
Chess Olympiad saw In-
dia’s men and women’s

teams making history,
achieving a unique double
gold that few countries
have managed. In the
final round, the men’s
team, consisting of tal-
ented players D Gukesh, R
Praggnanandhaa, Arjun
Erigaisi, Vidit Gujrathi,
and Pentala Harikrishna,
faced off against Slovenia.

The match was thrilling,
with India quickly estab-
lishing dominance. Guke-
sh and Erigaisi secured
victories, giving India a
2-0 lead, which was piv-
otal in clinching the gold
medal. Praggnanandhaa
added another win, while
Vidit managed to draw
his match, leading to an
impressive final score of
3.5-0.5. On the women's
side, the Indian team
comprised Harika Dro-
navalli, R Vaishali, Divya
Deshmukh, Vantika Agar-
wal, and Tania Sachdev.
They faced Azerbaijan in
their final match, where
they also demonstrated
exceptional skill and strat-
egy. The women's team
mirrored the men’s suc-
cess, winning by a score of
3.5-0.5.Harika, Divya, and
Vantika each won their
respective matches, while
Vaishali’s draw against Ul-
viyya Fataliyeva solidified
their gold medal win.

Sakra World Hospital

Dr. Adil Sadiq, Director and Head of Cardio Tho-
E racic & Va: ar Surgery, Sakra World Hospital,

Bengaluru shared, “Our robotic program has
successfully managed 2 ety of comples s, including
patients w ng up to 130 kilos, a 78. r-ol-d woman
with a small chest, fragile bones, and severe diabetes, as
well as those with severe chronic obstructive pulmonary
(COPD), severe left ventricular dysfunction, and
le in coronary artery disease. Despite initial chal-
lenges--such as convincing pal
aging additional costs, and addressing marginally longer
operative times--growing awareness of the advantages
of robotic surgery has led to increased patient interest.
We are now planning to expand the ra
eligible for robot
latest technology with our current robotic device:
we aim to enhan

‘uracy, reduce side effects,
ction and outcor
utilize the advanced
system from Intuitive Technologies, which offers telema-
ipulation, 3D magnification, enhanced visualization, and
greater dexterity of the roboti

requires cuttir
tractors toac
ments make it particularly effective for p(rfumunb com-

and spreading th
ess the heart, the

plex procedures, providing superior supportand precision.
Robotic cardiac surgery offers numerous benefits to pa-
tients, including faster recovery, reduced pain, minimal
scarring, and lower antibiotic usage. This ced tech-
nique alsoresults in fewer blood trlnsf\l:stuna nd a reduc-
tion in the duration of mechanical ion. With the

average hospital stay now down to just 3.6 days, patients
experience il ly improved recovery process.
Despite aslight increase in procedure costs by 15-18%, the

advantages of robotic cardiac surgery--such as enhanced
patient outcomes and quicker returns to normal activi-
ighlight its transformative impact on cardiac care.
, Group Chief Operating Officer, Sakra
1, Bengaluru quoted, “Sakra World Hos-

pital’s dedi
enhancing patient outcomes is demonstrated by
complishment. We are committed to keeping up our efforts
toadvance the field of healthcare.”

Festive offers on Two-Wheeler =

Also, minimal documents will be re-

quired to complete the paperwork.

Special offers on Hero Splendor Plus
Among the top choices this season is the Hero
Splendor Plus and the Hero Splendor Plus Xtec.
Here are five reasons why the Splendor Plus stands out, even
when compared to popular models like the Honda Shine :
1. Exceptional fuel effici The Splendor Plus
boasts an impressive mileage of around 80.6
Kkmpl,

ney

making it perfect for daily commuters.

2. Reliable performance: Equipped with a robust 97.2ccengine, it
deliversconsistent performance for city ridesand longer journeys.
3. Comfortable ride: Designed with rider com-
fort in mind, it features a well-cushioned seat and
smooth suspension for a comfortable experience.
4. Stylish design: With a sleck, modern design and vari-
ous colours, the Splendor Plus turns heads on the road.
5. Low maintenance cost: Known for durabil-
ity, the Splendor Plus requires minimal upkeep, reduc-
ing overall ownership costs compared to competitors.
Conclusion

Experience the joy of owning one of India’s best-selling bikes
while taking advantage of the festiv back of up to Rs. 5,000
from Bajaj Finance. The festive on's incredible offers is an
opportunity not to be missed. Owning a new bike such as the
Hero Splendor Plus with the financial flexibility of a Baj
serv Two-wheeler Loan makes the purchase process easier.
and conditions apply.
> Ltd. (‘BFL, ‘Bajaj Finance', or ‘the Company’), a
aubbldl.nw of Bajaj Finserv Ltd. "ddlpub!l hkmb Non-Bank-
ing Financial Company (NI
Bank of India (RBI) and |ﬁc(l san NBFC-Investment and
Credit Company (NBFC-ICC). Bl ngaged in the business of
lending and acceptance of deposits. It hasa diversified lending
portfolio across retail, SMEs, and commercial customers with
significant presence in both urban and rural India. It accepts
public and corporate deposits and offers a variety of financial
services products to its customers. thirty-five-year-old
enterprise, has now becomea leading player in the NBFC sector
in India and on a consolidated basis, it has a franchise of 8041

million customers. BFL has the highest domestic credit rating of

AAA/Stable for long-term borrowing, Al+ for short-term bor-
rowing, and CRISIL AAA/Stable & [ICRAJAAA(Stable) for
FD program. It has a long-term issuer credit rating of BB+/Posi-
tive and a short-term rating of B by S&P Global ratings.

India’s working-age

The proportion of elderly persons has

been ever-increasing since 1951 and is pro-

jected to reach 10.7 per cent in 2024 and
is likely to further increase to 13.1 per cent in 2031.
search said that approximately
mental global workforce over the ne
decade will come from India. By 2030, India’s working-age
population might exceed 100 crores. On the other hand,
the population is rapidly ageing in the developed world.
While the median age of India is expected to in-
e from 24 years in 2021 to 28-29 years in 2023-
24, it is still one of the youngest nations in the world.
“India fares quite well placed on this parameter with China
whose median age now comes to 39.5 years against 34.5 years
in 2011... The demographicdividends can be huge anda growth
multiplier in coming decade for us thus,” read the report.
The population of elderly India has been increasing steadily
since 1961. The growth in the elderly population became
faster mainly due to a decline in the death rate because
of various health interventions after the census in 1981.
The share of 60+ population has been rising in India, from
t1991, to 7.7 per cent in 2001, 8.4 ent in 2011,
timated 10.7 per cent in the upcoming census.
India is urbanising rapidly.
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PARK+ RESEARCH LABS LAUNCHES TO PROVIDE DATA-
DRIVEN INSIGHTS FOR INDIA'S AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELH|

nnounced the
launch of Park+
esearch Labs, a

data-driven service, aimed
at empowering Indian au-
tomobile ecosystem stake-
holders to identify action-
able insights, to unlock
business value.

New Delhi : Park+, India’s
SuperApp for car own-
ers, today announced the
launch of Park+ Research
Labs, a data-driven service,
aimed at empowering In-
dian automobile ecosystem
stakeholders to identify ac-
tionable insights, to unlock
business value. Park+ Re-
search Labs will play a piv-
otal role in creating a direct
channel between Indian car
owners and stakeholders to
understand ownership ex-
periences, demands, trends
and identify gaps, which can
be addressed on priority.

The Park+ Advantage:

*Today, Park+ hosts In-
dia’s largest community
of verified car users- 2 Cr+
strong. In short, every third
car on Indian roads is now
on the Park+ App.

* Additionally Park+ plays
apivotal role in the car own-
ership journey by providing
- daily car washing services,

~arks

YOUR CAR APP

digital car test drive book-
ings, FASTag purchase/
recharge, sale/purchase of
second hand cars, car loans,
discover/book car parking
spots, buy discounted petrol
and much more.

* Essentially Park+ is at
the heart of the car owner-
ship ecosystem and helps
the core service providers
including- Auto OEMs, car
insurers, after sales service
providers, maintenance
providers, car dealers and
banks to serve the end user
in aseamless manner.

Park+ Research Labs will
capitalize on itsrobust com-
munity of car owners and
provide a unique oppor-
tunity for OEM’s/dealers/
service centers/ancillary
services, to delve further
into the minds of Indian car
buyers. Blending data, user
insights and customer feed-
back Park+ Research Labs
‘will be optimally poised to
deliver data delight to all au-
to-stakeholders. Digital first

India’s Bank bond issuances may hit
Rs 1.2-1.3 trn this fiscal: ICRA

TBG NETWORK
o]

Banks in India are poised for
a significant surge in bond
issuances in FY2025, with es-
timates reaching Rs 1.2-1.3 tril-
lion, surpassing the previous
peak of Rs L1trillionin FY2023,
according toa recent report by
ICRA.

‘The report highlights that this
surge is being driven primarily
by public sector banks (PSBs),
which are expected to com-
mand an 82-85 per cent share
of thetotal bond issuances, par-
ticularly throughinfrastructure
bonds.

Theincreasein hond issuances
comes as hanks look to alter-
native funding sources amid
deposit growth lagging behind
credit expansion.

Tight liquidity conditions and
strong credit growth, outpac-
ingdeposit accumulation, have
prompted banks to turnto bond
markets to meet their funding
requirements. As of FY2025
‘year-to-date (YTD), bankshave
issued Rs. 767 billion in bonds,
reflecting a 225 per cent year-
on-year increase and already
accounting for 75 per cent of the
total bond issuancesin FY2024.
‘Thedominance of PSBsinbond
issuanceis largely attributed to
their substantial infrastructure
loan portfolios and the ongoing

push from the Government of
India for infrastructure devel-
‘opment.

Sachin Sachdeva, Vice Presi-
dent & Sector Head - Financial
Sector Ratings at ICRA, said,
“During FY2015 to FY2022
public sector banks (PSBs)
had a negligible share in in-
frastructure bond issuances.
However, with an improved
capital position, tight funding
position, and a sizeable infra-
structure loan book, the PSBs
became dominant in the issu-
ance of infrastructure honds
and accounted for 77 per cent
of banks' infrastructure bond
issuances in FY2023-FY2025
(YTD). The trend is expected to
continue through FY2025 with
the PSBs likely to account for
82-85 per cent of the bank bond
issuancesin FY2025 and infra-
structure bonds are expected
to account for more than 2/3rd
share.”

The availability of long-term
funding for infrastructure
projects, supported by strong
demand from insurance com-
panies and provident funds,
Thas also played a crucialrole in
driving these bond issuances.
These infrastructure bonds,
typically issued for tenors
of seven years or longer, are
structured to meet the demand
forlong-term investments from
institutional investors.

RESEARCH

LABS®

surveys will be at the center
of Park+ Research Labs,
offering clients a deep dive
into- car ownership pat-
terns, real world feedback,
buying decision funnelsand

ping the Indian automobile
industry with this sophis-
ticated tool to decode the
complexities of car owner-
ship and consumer behav-
iour in India, we believe
this initiative will redefine
how the Indian automotive
industry approaches con-
sumer research, setting a
new benchmark forinnova-
tion and precision in under-
standing market dynamics.”

As the automotive land-
scape evolves, Park+ Re-
search Labs is set to become

authenti

Commenting on the
launch of Park+ Research
Labs, Amit Lakhotia,
Founder & CEO, Park+,
said, “At Park+ we have al-
ways been committed to
chasingand delivering both
customer and business
partner delight. We today
host India’s largest commu-
nity of verified car usersand
want to ensure that the Indi-
anautomobile stakeholders
receiveauthentic data driven
insights from genuine car
owners. As part of this strat-
egy we have launched Park +
Research Labsa datadriven,
actionable insights platform
to empower OEM's/dealers/
service centers/ancillary
services to unlock business
value and understand their
customer better. Equip-

an indi: ble resource
for OEM’s/dealers/service
centers/ancillary services,
to understand and meet the
dynamic needs of Indian car
owners. Leaning on Park+s
vast user base and advanced
data analytics, Park+ Re-
search Labs aims to become
an indispensable partner to
the Indian automohile in-
dustry.

Quote: ‘At Park+ we have
always been committed to
chasingand delivering both
customer and business part-
ner delight. We today host
India’s largest community of
verified carusers and want
to ensure that the Indian
automobile stakeholders
receive authentic data driv-
eninsights from genuine car
owners: said Amit Lakhotia,
Founder & CEO, Park+.

Atlys Secures USD 20 Million funding co-led
by Peak XV partners and Elevation capital

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

tlys, the leading visa
processing platform,
has raised USD 20 mil-
lion inits Series B funding
round, co-led by Peak XV
Partners (formerly Sequoia
Capital India) and Eleva-
tion Capital. The round saw
strong participation from
allexisting investors, along-
side new investors such as
DST Global and Headline.
This new funding marks
a pivotal milestone in At-
lys’ rapid ascent, with the
company experiencing
20x growth over the past
year. The platform has ex-
panded its footprint in key
global markets, including
the US, UAE, and the UK,
while strengthening its
leadership team with top-
tier hires in product, engi-
neering, and marketing.
The fresh capital will fuel
Atlys’ aggressive expan-
sion strategy, empowering
the company to enhance
its product and engineer-
ing capabilities, enter new
markets, and scale opera-
tions globally. A core focus
remains on meeting the
growing needs of travel-
lers, particularly in India,

where international tour-
ismis booming.

“Atlys has seen extraordi-
nary 20x growth over the
last 12months,” said Mohak
Nahta, Founder and CEO
of Atlys. “This investment
will enable us to continue
scaling globally and ensure
that travellers can obtain
their visas on time, every
time. As India’s outbound
tourism surges, the need
foraseamless, on-time visa
process is more criticalthan
ever. We are one step closer
to a world where borders
no longer restrict explora-
tion.”

In 2023, global outbound
international tourists to-
talled 1.3 billion, fueled by
rising international tour-
ism, expanding expatriate
communities, and the in-
creasing adoption of digi-

NIFD Global’s “Colors of India” Shines at NYFW 2024

TBG NETWORK
NEW YORK

TFD Global, in collabo-

ration with the London
School of Trends (LST),
made a remarkable state-
ment at New York Fashion
‘Week with their captivating
presentation, “COLORS OF
INDIA,” on September 7,
2024. This significant show-
case highlighted student de-
signers from pan India who
combined traditional crafts-
manship with innovative,
sustainable fashion, mak-
ing a notable impact on the
global stage.

The rise of sustainable
fabrics signifies a profound
shift in fashion, moving
‘beyond trends to become a
movement that honors cul-
turalheritage, supports local
communities, and promotes

ble livelihoods. In-

traordinary array of designs
crafted from sustainable
fabrics. The collection beau-
tifully integrated traditional
Indian handicrafts with
modern sustainable practic-
es, featuring garments made
from organic, recycled, and
handwoven materials. This
presentation highlighted the
deep-rooted connection be-
tween India’s craft traditions
and the natural environ-

dia’s Prime Minister, Naren-
dra Modji, has been a leader
in this initiative, initially
through the “Khadi for Na-
tion, Khadi for Fashion”
campaign and now with a
groundbreaking project to
create eco-friendly fabric
from the lotus stem, our na-
tional flower.

The “COLORS OF INDIA”
collection, presented by
NIFD Global and LST, exem-
plified their commitment to
this shift, showcasingan ex-

ment, principles
such as upcycling, mate-
rial optimization, and waste
minimization that have been
integral to India’s craft heri-
tage for centuries. Student
designers from NIFD Glob-
al’s pan-India centers col-
laborated in groups to bring
this collection to life, blend-
ing traditional artistry with
contemporary design and
making a significant impact
at the event.

Therunway event celebrat-
ed both heritage and moder-

nity, captivating the audience
with its blend of old-world
charm and contemporary
flair. The collection’s abil-
ity to breathe new life into
historical techniques while
embracing modern aesthet-
ics was a standout highlight
of the show, receiving wide-
spread acclaim from the
global fashion community.
The feedback from critics
and media underscored the
student designers’ creative
ingenuity and commitment
tosustainable fashion.
NIFD Global's ongo-
ing presence at New York
Fashion Week continues to
provide a vital platform for
showcasing Indian talent
internationally. This year’s
event, held at the esteemed
‘New York Fashion Week,’
was a testament to their
dedication to offering stu-
dents invaluable exposure
and opportunities to make
a lasting impression in the

fashion world.

‘The “COLORS OF INDIA”
collection, themed ‘Roots to
Runway,” honored India’s
rich cultural heritage and
showcased the students’
dedication and creativity.
Drawing inspiration from
ancient weaving techniques
and intricate embroideries,
each piece reflected aharmo-
nious fusion of traditional el-
egance and modern design.
The collection’s success not
only highlighted the trans-
formative experience for the
students but also reinforced
NIFD Global's role in bridg-
ing traditional artistry with
a forward-looking design
vision.

NIFD Global continues to
bridge the gap between tra-
ditional Indian artistry and
modern design through its
presence at prestigiousglob-
al platforms, including Lon-
don Fashion Week, Dubai
Fashion Week, New York
Fashion Week, and Lakme
Fashion Week x FDCIL. By
participating in these high-
profile events, NIFD Global
solidifies its position as a
leader in design education,
providing students with un-
paralleled opportunities to
showcase their talents and
prepare for successful ca-
reers in the dynamic fashion
industry.

IYDF and Npoint Men’s wear bring care and hope to underprivileged

TBG NETWORK
HINDUPUR

he International Youth
Development Founda-
tion (IYDF), in collabora-
tion with Npoint Men's
‘Wear, organised aheartfelt
charity eventin Bhageratee
Circle, Auto Nagar, Hindu-
pur. The event aimed to
provide essential groceries
tostruggling familiesin the
area. Led by Vaseeq Almas
and his team of volunteers,
the initiative brought care
and support to the com-
munity’s children and their
families.
Essential Supplies to Im-
prove Lives
On the day of the event,
the volunteer team distrib-
uted essential supplies to
32 childrenand their fami-
lies in the community. The

donated items included
rice, flour, chickpeas, salt,
sugar, powdered millk, bis-
cuits, and other daily ne-
cessities. These provisions
were aimed at helping fi-
nancially struggling fami-
lies meet their basic needs
and providing short-term
relief from food insecurity.

Chinnappa, the com-
munity leader, expressed
deep gratitude for the as-
sistance, emphasising that
these supplies would go
a long way in easing the
daily challenges faced by
impoverished families.
‘The donated items notonly
addressed their immedi-
ate needs but also gave
the community members
renewed hope and confi-
dence.

Dedicated Volunteer Ef-
forts

The event was supported
‘bya passionate team of vol-
unteers, led by Vaseeq Al-
mas and including Dada-
peer, Parmesha, Farook,
and Aejaz. The volunteers
‘worked tirelessly to dis-
tribute the supplies, hand-
ing over the grocery bags
to each family and taking
time to engage with the
children, learning about
their needs and daily lives.

The volunteers were
‘more than justdistributors
of aid; they shared their
time and energy, showing
genuine care for the chil-
dren and families, spread-
ing warmth and kindness.
Each smileand interaction
left a lasting impression,
reinforcing the bond be-
tween the community and
those offering support.

Fun Activities and Chil-

dren’s Laughter

In addition to the dis-
tribution of supplies, the
event featured a volleyball
match that brought joy and
laughter to the children.
Volunteers set up a simple
volleyball court, and the
children eagerly joined the
game, displaying enthusi-
asmand energy. The match
notonly provided physical
exercise butalsohelped the
children build confidence
and foster teamwork.

Throughout the match,
the children ran, jumped,
and laughed, filling the at-
mospherewith vitality. The
volunteers also took partin
the game, furtherstrength-
ening their connection
with the community in a
fun and engaging way.

Organiser’s Reflections
and Future Vision

Reflecting on the event,
Vaseeq Almas, the organ-
iser, shared his thoughts:
“Seeing the children’s
smiles and feeling the pos-
itive energy we brought
them filled me with
warmth and gratitude. Al-
though our donations were
modest, every act of kind-
nesscan make asignificant
impact on someone’s life.
It’s this belief that moti-
vates us to continue help-
ing those in need.”

He added that organis-
ing such charitable events
is not just about providing
material aid but also about
embodying a sense of social
responsibility. Through
this event, the volunteer
team experienced the joy
of helping others and ex-
pressed their hope to con-
tinue collaborating with

IYDF and Npoint Men’s
‘Wear to bring more assis-
tance to struggling com-
munities in the future.
Small Acts, Big Impact:
Continuing to Spread Hope
This event, through the
donation of essential gro-
ceriesand the organisation
of fun sports activities, not
only provided support to
impoverished families but
also brought joy and hope
to the lives of children in
the community. The part-
nership between IYDF
and Npoint Men's Wear
once again demonstrated
the vital role that society
can play in helping under-
privileged groups and im-
proving living conditions.
Each event and every
donation contributes to
paving the way for a better
future for those in need.

tal travel solutions. With
these drivers, the market is
expected togrowata CAGR
0f10.5% over the next de-
cade. In India, 30 million
travellers ventured abroad,
marking a 20% year-on-
year increase, largely pro-
pelled by a growing middle
class and greater access to
affordable travel options.
A significant portion of
this growth came from Tier
2 and Tier 3 cities, which
contributed to 43% of the
country’s outhound travel,
reflecting a broader shift
beyond metro-driven de-
mand. ( as per a report by
UNWTO)

Atlys is leading the way
in this transformation by
using advanced automa-
tion to simplify visa ap-
plications for over 150 des-
tinations. The company

has successfully reduced
rejections and processing
times to as fast as 55 sec-
onds. With a user-friendly
interface and robust data
encryption, Atlys ensures
both convenience and se-
curity for global travellers.

Shraeyansh Thakur,
Principal at Peak XV, add-
ed, “Travel continues to
see strong tailwinds glob-
ally and our thesis is that
visas are just the starting
‘point. We believe Atlys can
goon to become a broader
travel services platform
for a range of use cases for
travellers globally, and we
are excited to deepen the
partnership with Mohak
and the Atlys team on this
journey.”

Mayank Khanduja, Part-
ner at Elevation Capital,
said, “Atlys is one of the
‘most innovative products
to emerge in the travel
space in a long time--a
space where many have
focused on transaction
revenue without address-
ing the real pain points of
glohal travellers. We be-
lieve in their long-term vi-
sion and the value they are
creating, for global travel-
lers in today’s fast-paced
‘world.

Hexaware Launches
CDAaaS in Partnership with
PointCross Life Sciences

TBG NETWORK
IN

exaware Technolo-
Hgies, a provider of IT
services and solutions, and
PointCross Life Sciences,
have partnered to introduce
Clinical Data Automation as
a Solution (CDAaa$) pow-
ered by PointCross’ Xbiom™
platform. This solution is de-
signed to enhance the clinical
data lifecycle, from collection
to submission, for improve-
ments in efficiency and cost-
effectiveness.

Key Features of CDAaaS:

- Automated Data Manage-
ment: CDAaaS leverages the
Xbiom™ platform to automate
clinical data management, cu-
ration, and standardization,
including generation of regu-
latorily compliant, traceable
SDTM, ADaM, and TFLs.

- Advanced Automation:
The solution features include
metadata repositories (MDR)
for automating standards,
smart transformers for data
curation, indexed repositories
with Al augmentation, and
onboard biostatistical tools.

- Patient Insights: Onboard

ion and highly con-
figurable dashboards enable
ongoing, integrated patient
data streams from eCRF and
biomarker data from central
labsfor rapiddata QC and as-
sistance to medical monitors
inquery resolution.

- Costand Time Efficiency:
CDAaaS helps reduce costs
and time to view and identify
data inconsistencies, relevant
findings, exploratory analy-
sis, and EDC and central lab
queries for reconciliation.

Hexaware’sreach combined
with PointCross’ widely used
Xbiom™ technology aims
to provide a robust solution
for BioPharma and BioTech
companies, as well as regu-
latory agencies tasked with
time-hound datareview. This
collaboration addresses the
need for cost reduction and
expedited data submission
processes in the clinical trials
industry.

Srinivas Marimganti, Head
of Life Sciences & Healthcare,
Hexaware Technologies stat-
ed, “We are pleased to partner
with PointCross in delivering
CDAaaS toour broad range of
pharma sponsor customers.

Apple iPhone 16 Pro
launched: Features, specs,
and what to expect

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELH!

t its much-awaited
Glowtime Event
this September, Apple of-
ficially launched its top-
of-the-line variants from
the iPhone 16 series--the
iPhone 16 Pro and Pro
Max. For customers look-
ing for the flagship experi-
ence but donotwant to pay
a premium for the iPhone
16 Pro Max, the iPhone 16
Pro presents a lucrative
choice--especially con-
sidering that it has been
priced Rs15,000 less than
its predecessor, the iPhone
15 Pro.
For Indian customers,
pre-orders will be avail-

able from September 20,
with the iPhone 16 Pro ‘s
starting price marked at
Rs1,19,900. As usual, this
model brings a range of
exciting features and pow-
erful upgrades, makingita
strong contender for those
looking for a premium ex-
perience. Take acloser look
at what the iPhone 16 Pro
has to offer and how you
can get your hands on the
model on Easy EMIs using
the Bajaj Finserv EMI Net-
work Card without strain-
ing your finances.

iPhone 16 Pro: An over-
view

The iPhone 16 Prois an
upgraded version of its
predecessor, the iPhone
15Pro.
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DASSAULT BOOSTS INDIA'S DEFENSE WITHMROHUB  Sensex surges past 85,000

i French firm Dassault Aviation informed India’s Defence Ministry and Air Force
about establishing Dassmlt Aviation Mamtenance Repairand Overhml India.

TDG NETWORK

n a significant devel-
Iopment, French air-
craft maker Dassault
Aviation is to set up a new
Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul (MRO) facility in
Noida to provide support
to the French-origin fighter
jetsin the Indian Air Force.
The Indian Air Force
operates around 50 Mi-
rage-2000 aircraftinducted
in the 1980s and 36 Rafale
fighter aircraft inducted in
the last few years.

“The French firm recently
informed the Defence Min-
istry and the Indian Air
Force about setting up a
new Indian company Das-
sault Aviation Maintenance
Repair and Overhaul In-
dia (DAMROI) to provide
maintenance, repair and
overhaul support for the
French-origin fighter air-
craft in India,” defence

5
French Mini:

officials said. Dassault in-
formed the Defence Minis-
try that it is setting up the
new MRO company in line
with India’s vision of Aat-
manirbharta (self-reliance)
and would be opening the
facility in one of industrial
sectors of NOIDA in UP,
they said.

The company has in-
formed the Defence Min-

inie j i of Armed Forces, Florence Parly and Chief
Executive Officer of Dassault Awalmn. Em: Trappier during Rafale :nmbat aircraft handover
ceremony, in Merignac onOct 9. 2029.

The plan is to acquire 26 of these planes for
the Indian Nawy which will deploy them on
boardtheaircrafi carrier INS Vikrant.

istry that the new Indian
company would have In-
dian national and old Das-
sault representative in In-
dia, Posina Venkata Raoas
its Chief Executive Officer.

Cheap imports crush Himachal's apple farmers

TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh’s apple
industry is a critical driver
of the state’s economy, sup-
porting thousands of fami-
lies.

Farmers in Himachal
Pradesh, renowned for
their high-quality apples,
are facing an unprecedent -
ed crisis as cheap and ille-
gally imported apples from
origins like Iran, Turkey
and UAE are threatening
their livelihoods.

Indian apple farmers are
calling on Union Minister
Shivraj Singh Chauhan to
raise the Minimum Import
Price (MIP) for apples to
Rs 90 per kilogram. They
argue the current MIP of
Rs 50 is too low and has
led to a surge in the im-
port of inexpensive apples
from countries like Iran

Applefarmers stage aprotestagainstthe Central Government
on the call of Sayunkt Kisan Morcha and All India Kisan Sabha,

in ShimlainJan 2024. ANI

and Turkey. Additionally,
apples from China are il-
legally entering the Indian
market through the United
Arab Emirates (UAE),
even though apples are not
grown in the UAE. India
had officially banned the
import of Chinese apples
in 2017 but they can be
seen getting sold in every
city. Similarly, a substantial
quantity of Iranian apples

is entering India via Af-
ghanistan under the South
Asian Free Trade Agree-
ment (SAFTA), where
import duties are not ap-
plicable. The Progressive
Growers Association in a
letter dated September 5,
2024, addressed to Min-
ister of Agriculture Chau-
han, highlights the severe
impactof these practices on
domestic apple producers.

Rao has been associated
with Dassault Aviation in
India for many decades and
hasheen closelyinvolved in
their campaigns in India.
He will have a work force of

both French and Indian na-
tionals as part of the team.

Dassault has informed
thatit plans to progressively
scale up the MRO activities
at DAMROI in cooperation
withIndian aeronauticalin-
dustrial ecosystem, thereby
considerably enhancing the
scope of support for fighter
aircraft of French origin.

The Jaguar deep penetra-
tion fighter jets which are
on their last legs of opera-
tions in India can also be
supported by the MRO as
they also have French con-
nection.

Dassault is negotiating a
deal with Indian Navy to
sell its Rafale Marine jets.

The plan is to acquire 26 of
these planes for the Indian
Navy which will deploy
them on board the aircraft
carrier INS Vikrant. The
Indian Air Force has also
prepared two bases for the
Rafale fighters in Ambala
and Hashimara.

amid global rate cuts

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELH!

Stock indices in India con-
tinued to rally amid rate cuts
globally, touching fresh highs
on Tuesday. Sensex breached
85,000 and Nifty crossed
26,000.

Sensex closed the day at
84,914.04 points, down
14.57 points or 0.017 per
cent, while Nifty closed at
2594040 points, up just 1.35
points or 0.0052 per cent.
Amongthe sectoral indices,
Nifty metal was the top mov-
erat297 per cent.

“...for the rally to continue,
the Nifty must decisively
break above the 26,000 level.
Until then, we expect range-
bound movement, with the
index fluctuating between
25,800 and 26,000 over the
next fewhours toa few days,”
said Rupak De, Senior Tech-
nical Analyst, LKPSecurities.

US Federal Reserve's mon-
etary policy committee loos-
ening interest rate by steep
50 basis points, in particular,

lent fresh support to Indian
stocks.

Loosening monetary pol-
icy in the US through rate
cuts typically leads to flight
of capital to markets where
policy rates are high. The
steeper the rate cut in the
US, the more the tendency
of flight of capitals toalterna-
tive investment destinations,
including India.

Continued buying by for-
eign portfolio investors
(FPIs) also somewhat sup-
ported the stock indices.
Foreign portfolio investors
upped their investments in
India, hoping for a better re-
turn on investments due to
the interest rate differentials.

They have so far mopped
‘up Rs 48,872 worth of stocks
in India in September, data
made available by NSDL
showed. They have been net
buyers for the fourth month
now.

“Several factors contrib-
uted to this rally, including
strong corporate earnings,

resilient macroeconomic
indicators, and increased
foreign institutional inves-
tor (FII) inflows. The market
momentum was further bol-
stered by a bullish outlook
on India’s economic growth,
supported by expectations of
structural reforms and In-
vestor optimism around the
Indian economy’s ability to
withstand global headwinds,
such as inflationary pres-
sures and geopoliticaluncer-
tainties, ad ded to the positive
sentiment,” Vikram Kasat,
Head - Advisory, PL Capital
- Prabhudas Lilladher.

In the absence of domestic
cues, the markets are likely
to mirror trendsin the global
indices going ahead.

“Weareof the viewthat, the
short-term market texture is
stillin to the positive side, but
due to temporary overbought
environments we could see
range bound activity in the
near future,” said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head Equity Re-
search, Kotak Securities.

Without green hydrogen India may miss
interim net-zero emission target by a decade

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELH!

India’s interim net-zero
emission target of 2030 can-
not be met without a signifi-
cantacceleration in thegreen
hydrogen economy, says are-
port by S&P Global.

Current projections for
meeting the interim target of
net-zero emissions by 2030,
could be delayed by as much
as adecade.

The green hydrogen sec-
tor stands as a critical pillar
of India’s energy transition
strategy, necessitating ur-
gent investment and policy
support to unlock its poten-
tial. India must expedite the
development of its green hy-
drogen economy.

India’s energy transition

AltG eyes acqulsltlon of 24Seven convenience retail chain

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

AltG, a leading financial
R&D-focused investor
specializing in distressed,
turnaround and special
situation assets, has indi-
cated that it would be will-
ing to make a potential ac-
quisition offer to Godfrey
Phillips India to acquire its
grocery and convenience
retail chain, 24Seven. AltG,
Iknown for identifying un-
dervalued assets and driv-
ing accelerated and high-
returns turnarounds, sees
significant opportunity in
the 24Seven brand.

Asper their website, AItG
sees potential in 24Seven
and describes it as a good
business with an impaired

balance sheet. They plan to
initiate financial restructur-
ing torevitalize and expand
the chain’s operations. Cur-
rently, 24Seven operates
around 90 full-format out-
lets and 40 kiosks, primar-
ily in Delhi-NCR, Chandi-
garh, and Hyderabad.

The news comes at a
moment of weakness for

24Seven, whose stores shut
down this month due to a
shortage of cash. Earlier,
Godfrey Phillips India had
announced plans to exit
the 24Seven retail busi-
ness in an exchange filing
on July 31, 2024. The retail
division generated Rs. 403
crore in revenue for FY24,
representing 7.6% of the

company’s total revenue,
but carried a negative net
worth as of March 31,2024
The sale process was ini-
tially delayed due to a legal
injunction filed by Samir
Modi, executive director of
Godfrey Phillips.

Email queries sent to
the 24Seven and AltG re-
mained unanswered.

AltG had earlier recom-
mended that Godfrey Phil-
lips spin off 24Seven in an
open letter to the board,
recognizing the brand’s un-
tapped potential.

This acquisition is ex-
pected to leverage 24Seven's
established metropolitan
footprint and drive signifi-
cant growth within India’s
expanding convenience re-
tail market.

is characterised by four key
investment themes: energy
efficiency, renewable energy,
low-emission fuels, and sus-
tainable mobility.

The government has for-
mulated a policy framework
that combines subsidies,
mandates, taxes, and incen-
tives to stimulate these sec-
tors. Historically, subsidies
and incentives have domi-
nated investment strategies—

with 37 per cent of average
allocations directed towards
fossil fuels and only 5 per
cent towards green energy
in the past five years.

Additionally, India is es-
tablishing a carbon market
framework and climate fi-
nance taxonomy to facilitate
financing for these green
technologies.

One significant challenge
facing India’s energy tran-

sition is the disparity in re-
turns between traditional
fossil fuel companies and
emerging green energy en-
terprises.

Despite a surge of interest
and higher stock valuations
in the green sector, tradi-
tional oil and gas companies
have outperformed their
renewable counterparts by
an average of 8.3 per centin
capital returns over the past
five years, according to S&P
Global Commodity Insights.

Currently accounting for
only 6 per cent of India’s
energy mix, gas must play a
pivotal role in transitioning
away from coal. The govern-
ment aims to increase this
share to 15 per cent by 2023,
promoting flexibility in the
energy sector along with re-

newable growth.

India recognises the need
for 30 critical minerals es-
sential for its energy transi-
tion. The establishment of
Khanij Bidesh India aims to
secure access to these min-
erals globally, but more em-
phasisis needed on domestic
exploration to support this
initiative. The report sug-
geststhat Indian government
must prioritisereforms in the
powersector to tackle legacy
issues such as high transmis-
sion and distribution losses
and inefficient operations.
By fostering a competitive
market environmentand en-
couraging private participa-
tion, India can enhance grid
reliability and accommodate
increasing renewable energy
integration.

India must build strategic port network: S&P Global Ratings

TDG NETWORK
NE\ HI

India should develop a
regional network of vital
ports to fully capitalise on
the opportunities for trade
growth along its coastline,
according to S&P Global
Ratings.

Noting enhanced com-
petition, the global agency
stated that India should
look beyond domestic ports
and develop a regional net-
work of strategically vital
ports.

According to the official
data, India has a coastline
of 7,517 kilometres and In-
dia’s strategic position in
the Indian Ocean region
playsa crucial role in shap-
ing global maritime trade

General Catalyst eyes $1 bn Indlan startup surge

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

General Catalyst, a promi-
nent Silicon Valley-based
venture capital firm, has
setits sights on India’s bur-
geoning startup ecosystem,
earmarkingup to$1 billion
forinvestmentin the coun-
try over the nextfewyears.
‘Thisstrategic move follows
the firm's merger with Ven-
ture Highway, a local ear-
ly-stage investment firm
founded by Neeraj Arora,
who is now overseeing
General Catalyst’s opera-
tions in India.

Neeraj Arora highlighted
the significant shift in In-
dia’s startup landscape,
noting the success of high-
nrofile IPO<<uchas Zoma-

STARTUP

to, Paytm, and Mamaearth,
which have demonstrated
the potential for substantial
returnes for earlv investors

AN

Neeraj Arora

These successful exits have
marked a turning point,
sparking global venture
capital interest in Indian
startups. Arora stated that
General Catalyst aims to be
a significant player in this
space, investing in sectors
where India’s unique mar-
ket dynamics create oppor-
tunities that are not seen

elsewhere in the world.

The venture capital firm
recently made its first
major post-merger move
by leading a $340 mil-
lion investment in quick-
commerce startup Zepto,
valuing the company at $5
billion. This investment
underscores General Cata-

lyst’s localized strategy of
focusing on businesses
like Zepto, which have
developed India-specific
models of success in sec-
tors that have not thrived
as much in other regions.

Beyond quick commerce,
General Catalystis explor-
ing sectors like artificial
intelligence (AT), health-
care, and defense, areas in
which India has yet to see
substantial technological
penetration.

According to Arora, In-
dia’s growing focus on AT
has the potential to trans-
form these industries and
allow the country to “leap-
frog” global competitors
by developing scalable,
tech-driven solutions for
hillions of neonle.

routes.

On theother hand, India’s
trade is overwhelmingly
seaborne, similar to main-
land China, South Korea
and Vietnam, which also
conduct nearly 90 per cent
of their trade via sea, asnot-
ed by S&P Global Market
Intelligence’s Global Trade
Analytics Suite.

S&P also asserted that In-
diamust implement appro-
priate trade, investment,
and geopolitical policies in
order to fully benefit from
its extensive coastline.

The global agency stated,
“More than 90% of India’s
import trade is seaborne;
a litmus test will be how it
prepares its ports for in-
creasing exports and man-

aging substantialbulk com-
modity imports.”

It furtheradds that oppor-
tunities for India are grow-
ing with a new focus on its
coastline and the Indian
Ocean region, beyond its
immediate borders.

Indian efforts in this ex-
panded area include regu-
lar Navy visits to ports in
Djibouti and Singapore,
developing maritime trade
routes with Sri Lanka and
Oman, and upgrading trade
agreements with the United
Arab Emirates and Bangla-
desh.

S&P in its analysis noted
that the evolving dynamics
in public and private sec-
tor port development are
benefiting India’s maritime
ambition. “The Ministry

of Ports, Shipping and
‘Waterways' Maritime In-
dia Vision 2030, released
in 2021, is emblematic of
the complexity of manag-
ing the improvement of 12
government-run and more
than 200 privately run
ports across India’s vast
coastline,” it added.

“A litmus test will be how
India prepares ports for
increasing exports and to
manage substantial bull
commodity imports. India’s
bulk commeodity imports
are primarily energy im-
ports in erude oil, liquefied
natural gas (LNG), liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) and
coal; metallurgical coal for
steel making; and agricul-
ture-sector imports such
as fertilisers.

Supreme Court clears 573 small tax cases

TD6 NETWORK
NEW DELH

The Supreme Court has
disposed of 573 direct tax
cases where the tax effect is
less than Rs5 crore, follow-
ing the revised monetary
limit for filing appeals, the
Ministry of Finance said in
astatement on Tuesday.

This move aligns with
the government’s efforts
to reduce tax litigation and
promote the Ease of Doing
Business.

The Union Budget 2024-
25 provided for an en-
hanced monetary limit for
filing appeals related to
Direct Taxes, Excise, and
Service Tax in the Tax Tri-
bunals, High Courts, and
Sunreme Court. The limits

lakh, Rs2 crore, and Rs5
crore, respectively.
Following the Budget an-
nouncement, the CBDT and
CBIC issued the necessary
orders to raise the monetary
limit for filing appeals in
their respective domains.
“As a result, it is expected
that the number of cases
pending before various
appellate forums will de-
crease, reducing tax litiga-
tion,” the Finance Minis-
try stated. In line with the
Union Budget 2024-25
announcements, the mon-
etary thresholds for filing
tax dispute appeals by the
department wereenhanced:
for the Income Tax Appel-
late Tribunal (ITAT), it was
raised from Rs50 lakh to
Re<60 lakh-for Hich Courts

crore to Rs2 crore; and for
the Supreme Court, from
Rs2 crore to Rs5crore.

Due to these revised lim-
its, it is estimated that ap-
proximately 4,300 cases
will be withdrawn from
various judicial forums over
time, the Finance Ministry
said.

Additionally, the ministry
stated that steps have been
taken to deploy more of-
ficers dedicated to hearing
and deciding income tax
appeals, particularly those
involving substantial tax
amounts.

“These initiatives reflect
the government’s com-
mitment to improving the
‘Ease of Living’ and ‘Ease of
Doing Business’ across the
countrv bv reducine nend-
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DISSANAYAKE: EXAMINING THE IMPACT OF HIS
PRESIDENCY ON INDIA-SRI LANKA RELATIONS

OPINION

SIDDHARTHA DAVE

s Sri Lanka grap-
ples with political
nstability, eco-

nomic crises, and external
influences, the election of
Marxist lawmaker Anura
Kumara Dissanayake to
the presidency has stirred
a complex debate. Dis-
sanayake, the leader of the
Janatha Vimukthi Pera-
muna (JVP), is known for
his left-wing ideology and
anti-establishment stance.
The key question now is:
would Dissanayake, with
his Marxist roots, serve
as a proxy for Chinese in-
terests, and what implica-
tions would this hold for
India’s strategic and geo-
political interests in South
Asia?

Anura Kumara Dis-
sanayake has long been a
figure in Sri Lankan poli-
tics, leading a party that
traditionally advocated for
socialist reforms, workers’
rights, and the removal
of foreign influence. The
JVP, which originated asa

revolutionary communist
movement, has evolved
over the years, but it has
maintained a strong leftist
orientation with a eritical
stance toward both West-
ern and regional powers.
Historically, the JVP has
criticized Sri Lanka's reli-
ance on external actors,
particularly its growing in-
debtedness to internation-
al financial institutions
like the IMF and World
Bank. At the same time,
Dissanayake and his party
have been vocal critics of
corruption and nepotism
in Sri Lankan governance,
aiming to position them-
selves as a force of moral
and economic rectitude.
While Dissanayake
himself has not shown
overt allegiance to China,
concerns arise due to his
Marxist ideology, which
often aligns with the poli-
cies of communist regimes.
China, a leading global
communist power, has
significantly expanded its
influence in Sri Lanka in
recent years, particularly
through its Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) projects.
As Sri Lanka has faced fi-
nancial collapse, China has
emerged as a key creditor
and infrastructure devel-
oper, notably controlling
the strategic Hambantota
port. This economic de-
pendence has raised ques-
tions about the autonomy

of any future Sri Lankan
government, especially
one led by a leader with
Marxist leanings.

The notion of Anura
Kumara Dissanayake be-
ing a Chinese proxy stems
from thelarger geopolitical
chessboard where China
is aggressively courting
smaller nations, particu-
larly those in South Asia,
to enhance its influence.
Sri Lanka, geographically
situated at the heart of key
maritime routes, is vital to
China’s strategic interests.
China’s growing control
over key Sri Lankan infra-
structure, including ports
and highways, provides it
with significant leverage
over Colombo's economic
and political decisions.

Dissanayake, with his
anti-Western, anti-IMF
stance, may naturally
align with China’s narra-
tive of non-Western devel-
opment, which promotes
alternative financial and
infrastructure models free
from traditional Western
conditions. However, it re-
mains speculative to label
Dissanayake as a Chinese
proxy, as he has not pub-
licly embraced China’s
Belt and Road Initiative or
shown explicit favoritism
toward Chinese invest-
ment.

Moreover, his political
rhetoric emphasizes sov-
ereignty, suggesting that
he may resist overreliance
on any foreign power, in-
cluding China. But given
Sri Lanka’s dire financial
situation and its economic
dependence on China, any
future government will
Thave to navigate these geo-
political waters delicately.

Anura Kumara Dis-
sanayake’s election as

“.5’

While Dissanayake bimselfbas not shown overtallegianceto China,
concernsarise due to bis Marxistideology, which oftenaligns withthe
policies of communist regimes. China, a leading global communist
power, has significantly expandedits influence in Sri Lankain recent
years, particularly throughits Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) projects.
AsSriLankabasfacedfinancialcollapse, Chinabasemerged asakey
creditorandinfrastructure developer, notably controllingthe strategic

Hambantota port.

President of Sri Lanka
poses both challenges and
opportunities for India. Sri
Lanka is a key player in In-
dia's neighborhood, and its
political trajectory directly
affects New Delhi's secu-
ity and regional influence.
‘The dynamics of India-Sri
Lanka relations are shaped
by history, culture, trade,
and strategic interests,
especially in the Indian
Ocean.

India has been closely
monitoring China’s grow-
ing influence in Sri Lanka,
particularly its control

over the Hambantota port
and other strategic as-
sets. If Dissanayake pur-
sues a closer relationship
with China, even if not as
an explicit proxy, India
may view his presidency
as a potential threat to its
regional dominance. A
China-friendly Sri Lanka
could increase China’s na-
val presence in the Indian
Ocean, a critical area for
India's maritime security.
Additionally, any move by
Sri Lanka to deepen its eco-
nomic or military ties with
China could strain India-

Sri Lanka relations. India
has traditionally been sen-
sitive to Chinese encroach-
ment in its neighborhood,
and Dissanayake’s presi-
dency could trigger height-
ened concerns about Chi-
nese involvement in South
Asia.

India and Sri Lanka share
strong economic ties, with
India being one of Sri Lan-
ka’s largest trading part-
ners. If Dissanayakeadopts
a more protectionist, left-
wing economic approach,
it could impact bilateral
trade and investment, par-

ticularly in sectors where
Indian companies are in-
volved. Moreover, if Sri
Lanka pivots towards Chi-
na for greater economicas-
sistance, Indian businesses
and investments might face
challenges in the Sri Lank-
an market.

However, on the flip side,
Dissanayake’s anti-corrup-
tion platform could be a
positive for India, as it may
foster a more transparent
and accountable environ-
ment for Indian invest-
ments in Sri Lanka.

India, particularly its
southern state of Tamil
Nadu, has always been
invested in the political
rights and well-being of Sri
Lanka’s Tamil minority.
The treatment of Tamils
has been a sensitive issue
in hilateral relations, and
successive Indian govern-
ments have pressed Sri
Lanka to ensure justice,
equality, and reconciliation.

‘While Dissanayake has
been critical of Sinhala-
Buddhist nationalism, his
Marxist ideology suggests
he could champion minor-
ity rights, which may align
with India’s interests in
protecting Tamil commu-
nities. However, if he fails
toaddress Tamil grievanc-
es, it could reignite tensions
between Colomboand New
Delhi, particularly with
Tamil Nadu’s political in-
fluence on Indian foreign
policy toward Sri Lanka.

If Dissanayake proves to
be an independent leader
who avoids becoming
overly reliant on China or
the West, India could have
an opportunity to reassert
its influence in Sri Lanka.
By offering alternative
economic assistance, dip-
lomatic support, and secu-

rity cooperation, India can
leverage its historical ties
and proximity to balance
Chinese influence.

Moreover, India’s diplo-
matic strategy will need to
focus on ensuring that Sri
Lanka remains neutral in
its geopolitical alignment,
allowing both China and
India to have a presence
without turning the island
nation into a battleground
forinfluence.

Anura Kumara Dissanay-
ake’s potential election
as President of Sri Lanka
will undeniably have a
profound impact on both
the internal dynamics of
Sri Lanka and its external
relationships. While it is
premature to label him as
a Chinese proxy, his Marx-
ist ideology, combined
with Sri Lanka’s economic
dependency on China, will
naturally raise concerns in
India.

India will need to adopt
a cautious yet proactive
approach in dealing with
a Dissanayake-led govern-
ment. Strengthening dip-
lomatic channels, offering
strategic investments, and
addressing key regional
issues, such as the Tamil
question, will be essential
for maintaining a balanced
relationship. The challenge
for India will be to safe-
guard its strategic interests
while promoting stability
and prosperity initsisland
neighbor, amid a shift-
ing geopolitical landscape
dominated by Chinese in-
fluence.

Siddhbartba Dave is an alum-
nusof United Nations Univer-
sity, Tokyo and a former Lok
Sabba Research Fellow. He
writes on Foreign Affairs and
National Security

ANRF aims to bridge the gap between research and development

These social, developmental and human contexts need tobe properly documented, archived and analysed.

Itis believed that the Anusandhan-NRF initiatives’ may also get proper attention in social science

OPINION

BADRI NARAYAN

Recently, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
chaired the first meet-
ing of’ Anusandhan-
National Research
foundation'(ANRF)

governing body meet-
ing’. In his delibera-
tions in this meeting,
the PM presented his
vision of associating
research with develop-
ment of the nation. We
usually see research
and development as
two separate domains.
‘We have failed so far in
forging productive in-
teraction in these two
domain. PM Narendra
Modi gave a direction
of how and why these
two domains may work

together. He also as-
serted the requirement
for engaging research
with development. In
similar way we see state
and academics as sepa-
rate and sometime bi-
nary to each other. Such
a perspective in fact
weakens the prospect
of development of the
country. These both do-
mains require to work
together at least for de-
velopmental mission of
the country.
’Anusandhan- Na-
tional Research Foun-
dation (ANRF) is work-
ing to bridge the gap
between research and
development and forg-
ing creative engage-
ment with academics,
state, private sectors,
lok udyam(people ini-
tiative together). ANRF
has also proposed to
bring together scattered
research initiatives and
orient them towards de-
velopment. As we know
enormous research ini-
tiatives have been taken
by institutions, public
and other innovative
agencies. These initia-

ANRF as a funding, idea -sharing and innovative platform may
bringmore than thousands of our research institutions, universities
and public initiatives together for facilitating their innovativeness
and using them for the development of the country. Prime Minister
‘Modi bas empbasised the needto identify and remove obstacles in the
research ecosystem of the country.

tives are yet unplanned
and non-interactive
‘with each other.

ANRF is aimed to
bring them together
and also plan them in
direction to create cu-
mulative research capi-
tal for the development

of the nation. It has
proposed to bring sci-
ence, technology, liber-
als’ studies and social
science at one forum to
share their innovations
and idea resources for
the cause of” Vikasit
Bharat’ mission which

PM Narendra Modi has
envisioned and concep-
tualised.

ANRF as a funding,
idea-sharing and in-
novative platform may
bring more than thou-
sands of our research
institutions, univer-

researchin India.

sities and public ini-
tiatives together for
facilitating their inno-
vativeness and using
them for the develop-
ment of the country.

During the meeting,
Prime Minister said
that today a new be-
ginning has been made
with the first meeting of
the Governing Body of
Anusandhan National
Research Foundation.

Prime Minister has
emphasised the need to
identify and remove ob-
stacles in the research
ecosystem of the coun-
try.

His appeal to re-
searchers to set big tar-
gets and attain them for
the cause of the devel-
opment of the nation.
He suggested to the
academic and research
community of the coun-
try to focus on finding
new solutions to exist-
ing problems. He also
reiterated on the need
to find local solutions
to the problems even of
global problem.

In this meeting Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi emphasised the
need for upgradation
and standardisation of
institutions to do in-
novative research. PM
Narendra Modi during
his deliberation gave a
valuable advice to pre-
pare a directory of do-
main experts on the ba-

sis of their expertise. In
this process he reiterat-
ed the need for develop-
ing a dashboard where
information related to
research and develop-
ment happening in the
country can be easily
tracked. These meth-
ods may certainly help
us to plan and organise
Indian researches for
getting appropriate so-
lutions for local as well
as global problems.

To organise and plan
of research domain of
the country, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
also opined that there
is the need for Scientif-
ic monitoring of utilisa-
tion of resources for re-
search and innovation.

It is indeed an ‘am-
bitious beginning’ as
rightly explained by
PM Narendra Modi,
said the scientific com-
munity of the country
should have faith that
there will be no dearth
of resources for their
endeavours.

Discussing the posi-
tive impacts of Atal
Tinkering Labs, Prime
Minister suggested that
grading of these labs
can be done. He also
highlighted that the
various local scientific
researches also require
support.

Bringing 'Anusand-
han - NRF ‘in action
may be documented as

one of the achievements
in his 100 days of third
term. In fact, Anusand-
han-NRF’ came in to
existence by a parlia-
mentary act, 2023. But
it an outcome of con-
sistent efforts done by
ministry, experts and
other research admin-
istrators since many
years.

By the beginning of
Anusandhan- National
Research foundation
(NRF), there is a hope
that Indian research
communities and vari-
ous kinds of people
initiatives are going to
get more sophisticated
and resource support
to make their research
dream real. Only cau-
tion, we need to pose
with this ‘Anusandhan-
NREF initiatives’ that so-
cial science and liberal
study research verticals
may also get proper at-
tention in this futuristic
planning of India re-
search.

Every mega and meta
development of any so-
ciety or country has its
social as well human
context. These social,
developmental and hu-
man contexts need to be
properly documented,
archived and analysed.
It is believed that the
’Anusandhan-NRF ini-
tiatives may also social
science research in In-
dia.
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he ongoing My-
suru Urban Devel-
opment Author-

ity (MUDA) scam has
emerged as a significant
political and financial
controversy in Karnataka,
shaking thestate’s political
foundations and placing
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and his family un-
der intense serutiny. This
scandal centers on alleged
irregularities in land allo-
cation under the MUDA
compensatory land
scheme, with accusations
targeting Siddaramaiah’s
wife, BM Parvathi, for re-
ceiving disproportionate
financial gains fromaland
swap. Activists and oppo-
sition figures, especially
from the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), estimate that
the scammay have cost the
state between Rs 3,000 to
Rs 4,000 crore, further
intensifying the political
stakes.

MUDA’S 50:50 COM-
PENSATORY LAND
SCHEME

MUDA introduced the
50:50 compensatory land
schemein November 2020.
‘The purpose of the scheme
was to compensate indi-
viduals whose land was
acquired for development
by MUDA. Under this pol-
icy, landowners who lost
their property to develop-
ment would receive 50% of
developed land in return,
while MUDA retained the
remaining 50% for public
projects. The scheme was
intended to create a bal-
anced approach where
landowners would not
lose their assets entirely,
receiving developed plots
in exchange.

However, the scheme
was abolished by Sidda-
ramaiah’s government in
2023 amidst allegations of
financial mismanagement
and favoritism. At the cen-
ter of these allegationsisa
claim that Siddaramaiah’s
wife, BM Parvathi, re-
ceived 14 premium plots
in the affluent Vijayanagar
area of Mysuru in ex-

WHAT IS MUDA SCAM?

The BJP estimates a Rs 4,000 crore loss from land swaps, accusing
Siddaramaiah of corruption and exploiting political influence.

change for a less valuable
3.16-acre parcel of land
in Kesaru village, a much
less developed part of the
region. This substantial
difference in the value of
the properties has sparked
accusations of corrup-
tion and favoritism, with
claims that Parvathi’s land
exchange provided her
‘with a significant financial
windfall far exceeding the
value of her original prop-
erty.

FINANCIAL AND
POLITICAL IMPLICA-
TIONS

The financial impact of
the alleged irregularities
is staggering. Opposi-
tion leaders, particularly
from the BJP, estimate the
cost of the land swap and
other unauthorized allo-
cations of valuable land
to be around Rs 4,000
crore. These figures sug-
gest that the undervalu-
ation of properties and
their subsequent alloca-
tion to individuals close
to power, including Par-
vathi, deprived the state of
valuable revenue. As the
investigation deepens, at-
tention hasalso turned to
other potential financial
misconduct, including
a Rs 387 crore worth of
projects allegedly initiat-
ed under Siddaramaiah’s
“verbalinstructions.” The
total financial loss to the
state could increase as
‘more details emerge from
the investigation.

The BJP has seized upon
the controversy, using it
to position themselves as
champions of clean gov-
ernance. The opposition
party is determined to
highlight whatit describes
as systemic corruption
within Siddaramaiah’s
government. BJP leaders
have accused Siddara-
maiah and his family of
exploiting their political
influence to gain undue
financial advantages,
framing the issue as one
that goes beyond land al-
locations and speaks to
broader concerns about
governance in Karnataka.

Siddaramaiah’s response
and legal battles

CBI arrests abscond-
ing accused in Rs 21
crore bank fraud case

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) on Tuesday ar-
rested a proclaimed offender
in connection with a bank
fraud case involving over Rs
21 crore.

The arrested accused has
been identified as Surender
Kumar.

"The CBI has today arrest-
ed a Proclaimed Offender
(PO) Surender Kumar who
was absconding in a bank
fraud case," the agency said
inarelease.

CBI had registered a case
on March 23, 2021, on com-
plaint of AGM, Stressed
Asset Management Branch
(SAMB), Bank of Baroda,
alleging that directors/guar-
antors of a private company
(borrower), the said private
company and unknown
public servants and private
persons committed fraud
during the period 20092017
to the tune of Rs 2121.52 lakh
(approx) in theloan accounts
of Bank of Baroda and Stan-
dard Chartered Bank.

"Chargesheet was filed
against eight accused, in-
cluding absconding ac-
cused on December 29,
2022. Absconding accused
was also involved in diver-
sion of funds in conspiracy
‘with promoters of borrower
company. The said accused,
Surender Kumar, submitted
a forged Letter of Credit (LC)
in the bank and transferred
the fund to his two concerns/
firms," the agency said inits.
release.

The accused, Surender Ku-
‘mar, neither joined the inves-
tigation nortrial proceedings
of the Court. Proceedingsun-
der sections 82and 83 Cr.PC
‘were issued against him. He
‘was declared Proclaimed
Offender on August 25,
2023. Thereafter, astanding
‘warrant was issued by the
Ld. Court of Special Judicial
Magistrate, CBI, Ghaziabad,
against him.

"Incompliance of standing
‘warrant, the CBI team appre-
‘hended PO Surender Kumar
today, i.e., September 24,
2024, at Kamla Nagar, Delhi.

Mysore Urban evelnnment Authority office at Jhansi Rani
Lakshmi Bai Rd

Protesters climbing the barricades during their protest after
Karnataka Swernnr Thaawarchand Gehlotgranted permission

alleged MUDAscam,

to
at Freedam Parkin Bengaluru on 27 Aug, 2021. ANI

BJP leaders beat the drums during the flag off of BJP-Jd(S)

‘Mysore Chalo® padayatra (foot march) to protest against the
state government over Muda and Valmiki Corps scam, at
Kengeriin Bengaluru on 3 Aug 2024. ANI

EXPLAINER

In response to these se-
rious allegations, Sidda-
ramaiah has categorically
denied any wrongdoing.
He maintains that the
land transfer followed all
legal procedures and has
emphasized that the land
swap occurred while the
BJP was in power in 2021
According to Siddara-
‘maiah, the BJP’s accusa-
tions are politically moti-
vated and part of a larger
smear campaign designed
to destabilize his govern-
ment. He has sought to
block the investigation,
challenging the legitimacy

of Governor Thaawarch-
and Gehlot's sanction for
prosecution. However, the
Karnataka High Court re-
jected Siddaramaiah’s pe-
titions in September 2024,
allowing the investigation
toproceed.

Supporters of Siddara-
maiah, including Karna-
taka Deputy Chief Minis-
ter DK Shivakumar, have
described the allegations
as a conspiracy aimed at
undermining Congress’
leadership in the state.
They argue that the timing
of the accusations, surfac-
ing just before key legisla-

Karnataka ChiefMinister Siddaramaiah speaks as BJP and JD(S)

MLCsprotestinthe well a

session at Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru on July 25, 2024.

installeged corruptionin MUDA and
Valmiki Corporation during the Karnataka Legislative Council

BJP leader NR Ramesh arrives at the Lokayukta office to file a
complaint against Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah and others in
the MUDA scam issue, in Bengalu ruon 20 Jul, 2024. ANI

-

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah speaks tothe media on Karnataka
Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot's Letter on Arkavathy
denotification, in Bengaluru on Monday. Al

tive sessions, suggests a
coordinated effort by the
BJP to weaken Congress
politically. Shivakumar
has been particularly vo-
cal, framing the issue as
an attack not only on Sid-
daramaiah but on the en-
tire Congress party.

BROADER POLITICAL
RAMIFICATIONS

The MUDA scam’s signifi-
cance extends far beyond
its legal and financial im-
plications, as it threatens
to reshape Karnataka’s
political landscape. Sid-
daramaiah is a senior
Congress leader, and his
administration has been
pivotal in Congress’ re-
surgence in Karnataka. If
the investigation leads to
an adverse court ruling,
it could damage Siddara-
maiah’s political standing

and weaken Congress’ po-
sition in the state. Such an
outcome could also erode
public trust in Congress,
particularly in the run-up
to future elections, where
the party will face stiff
competition from the BJP.
For the BJP, the scandal of-
fers an opportunity torein-
force theiranti-corruption
narrative. By highlighting
the alleged irregularities in
MUDA land allocations, the
BJP seeks to discredit Con-
gress and position itself as
a cleaner alternative. This
strategy aligns with the
BJP’sbroaderelectoralmes-
saging, which has focused
on rooting out corruption
and promoting transpar-
ency in governance. The
scandal allows the BJP to
draw parallels between
MUDA and previous Con-
gress-led corruption cases,

Venugopal Accuses BJP of Targeting
Karnataka Govt Defends Secularism

TDGNETWORK
BENGALURA

Congress General Secretary
KC Venugopal on Tuesday
slammed the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) over Kar-
nataka High Court's verdict
against Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah over the alleged
MUDA scam and said that it
is nothing but an attempt to
malke the state kneel before
the "Delhi Durbar."

Ina post on X, Venugopal
said that the Modi-Shah
regime's relentless misuse
of the governor's office is a
matter of immense concern
for our constitutional de-
mocracy.

"Governors are mere
titular heads and cannot
interfere in the day-to-day
functioning of state govern-
‘ments, they must adhere to
the letter and spirit of the
Constitution. The Karna-
taka Governoris trying his
best to destabilisea popular,
‘pro-people government led
by a leader who has risen
from a humble background
to the CM's office. Such at-
tempts only show the BJP's.
instincts to control Karnata-

The Congress MP also slammed Tamil
Nadu Governor RN Ravi over his
recent remarks on secularism.

kafrom Delhiand it is noth-
ing but an attempt to make
Karnataka kneel before the
Delhi durbar,” he said.

He further asserted that
the CM Siddaramaiah-
led Congress government
is a "strong government”
that will only listen to the
people--not to the bullies of
Delhi.

"Our party will fight this
both legally and politically,
against the Central Govern-
ment's nefarious motives,"
he added.

The Congress MP also
slammed Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernor RN Ravi over his re-

centremarks onsecularism.

KC Venugopal said, "Simi-
larly, the Tamil Nadu gover-
nor has taken off his mask
of neutrality and is openly
speaking the RSS voice.
Mr. Ravi should know that
secularism is part of the ba-
sictenets of the Constitution
he has sworn to protect. He
should also know that no
matter what his BJP-RSS
masters tell him, India’s
richmulticultural ethos has
endured through millennia
and will not be destroyed no
matter what the RSS tries
to do. History tells us that
Indiaand its people will al-

ways reject divisive politics
and embrace inclusivity."

Meanwhile, the Karnataka
High Court on Tuesday dis-
missed Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah's petition chal-
lenging the approval given
by Governor Thaawarch-
and Gehlot for conducting
an investigation against
himin the alleged illegalities
in Mysuru Urban Develop-
ment Authority (MUDA) al-
lotting sites to his wife.

In hisjudgement, the sin-
gle judge bench of Justice
Nagaprasanna said that the
order of sanction for prose-
cution does not suffer from
non-application of mind by
the Governor.

1t is alleged that MUDA
illegally allotted 14 sites to
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s wife in the prime
location of Mysurucity. The
High Court, in its interim
order passed on August 19,
had granted a temporary
relief to Siddaramaiah by
directing a special court in
Bengaluru to defer further
proceedings and not to take
any precipitative action pur-
suant to the sanction grant-
ed by the Governor.

such as the 2G spectrum
scandal and the Common-
wealth Games controversy,
both of whichtarnished the
party’s reputation.

INVESTIGATION

In an effort to address the
allegations, the Karnataka
government has appointed
retired High Court Justice
PN Desai to lead a for-
mal investigation into the
MUDA land allotments.
The inquiry commission
has been tasked with re-
viewing the land transac-
tions and reporting its find-
ingswithin six months. The
investigation will scrutinize
not only the land swap in-
volving Parvathi but also
other potential irregulari-
ties within MUDA's opera-
tions.

As the investigation pro-
gresses, the political rheto-
ric is expected to intensify.
Congress will likely contin-
ue to portray the probe asa
politically motivated attack,
while the BJP will double
down on its calls for Sid-
daramaiah’s resignation to
ensure an impartial investi-
gation. Siddaramaiah faces
an uphilllegal battle, with
the court allowing the pros-
ecution to move forward
despite his efforts to block
it. His legal team is expected
to continue defending the
land transfer as legitimate,
but the stakes arehigh, and
the outcome could have a
lasting impact on his career.

COURT’S SESSIONS
AND EMERGING EVI-
DENCE

The KarnatakaHigh Courts
decision to dismiss Sidda-
ramaiah’s petition was a
major victory for the BJP,
validating their demand
for a full investigation into
the MUDA land allotments.
The court’s ruling is seen
as a turning point in the
scandal, ensuring that the
investigation will proceed
despite Siddaramaiah’s ob-
jections. The BJP has used
the court’s decision to bol-
ster its case, with leaders
such as Tejasvi Surya and
Rajeev Chandrasekhar
‘making strong public state-
ments aboutthe need forac-
countability.

BJP leaders have present-
ed evidence in the form of
land records and valuation
discrepancies that they
claim point to clear viola-
tions of the compensatory
land scheme’s rules. These
records show a significant
difference between the
value of Parvathi’s origi-
nal land and the premium
plots she received in My-
suru’s Vijayanagar area.
According to the BJP, these
discrepancies constitute
proof of corruption within
MUDA, and they have
called on Congress leader-
ship to take action against
Siddaramaiah.

IMPLICATIONS FOR
CONGRESS AND KAR-
NATAKA'S FUTURE
The MUDA scam has the
potential to reshape Kar-
nataka’s political future.
Siddaramaiah’s leader-
ship has been a stabilizing
force for Congress in the
state, especially following
their success in the 2023
assembly elections.

If Siddaramaiah and his
family are cleared of any
wrongdoing, it could
strengthen Congress’ nar-
rative that they are the
victims ofa politically mo-
tivated witch hunt. Such
an outcome could galva-
nize Congress’ voter base,
particularly among those
who see the investigation
as an unfair attack on
their leadership.

However, if the investi-
gation uncovers further
evidence of corruption,
the consequences could be
dire for Siddaramaiah and
Congress. A guilty verdict
would severely damage
Congress’ credibility in
Karnataka, a state thathas
long been a political bat-
tleground between Con-
gress and the BJP.

It could also weaken
Congress’ position na-
tionally, as the party pre-
pares for future electoral
battles.

For the BJP, the MUDA
scandal is an opportunity
to consolidate their po-
sition in Karnataka and
strengthen their anti-cor-
ruption narrative.

By drawing attention

MP: Man held for molest-
ing 7-year-old in Bhopal

TDG NETWORK
BHOPAL

A man was arrested in
connection with the moles-
tation of a seven-year-old
minor girl after around
two months in Madhya
Pradesh's capital, Bhopal, a
police officer said on Tues-
day.

The accused is a resident
of Berasia, and he used to
visit areas under the juris-
diction of the Teela Jamal-
pura police station every
two months to collect dona-
tions for the madrasa. Dur-
ing the last visit in July, the
accused had molested the
girl, the officer said.

‘While returning from
the school on Tuesday, the
minor saw the accused and
informed her family mem-
bers. Thereafter, the kins
approached the police sta-
tion, and the accused was
arrested, the police added.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (ADCP,
Zone3) Shalini Dikshit told
ANI, "A case of molestation
came to light with a seven-
year-old girl under Teela
Jamalpura police station
where the accused com-

Thevictim's
family searched
theaccused at the
time of incident
butdidn'tfindbis
whereabouts.

mitted the crime in July. The
victim's family searched
the accused at the time of
incident but didn't find his
whereabouts. Today, while
returning from school, the
minor saw theaccused and
informed her family mem-
bers.”

"Thereafter, the family
registered a complaint at
the police station, the po-
lice began the search and
nabbed the accused. The
accused is a resident of Be-
rasia. He collects donations
for the madrasa and comes
to the Teela Jamalpura
area every two months for
the same. During his last
visit, he had committed the
crime,"” Additional DCP
Dikshit added.

Further investigation into
thematter is underway, she
added.
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SUPREME COURT SEEKS STATE BAR COUNCILS AFFIDAVITS OVER NON-COMPLIANCE
OF RULE TO PUBLISH LIST OF SENIOR LAWYERS WILLING TO MENTOR LAW STUDENTS

TDE NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
in the case Neeraj
Salodkar v. Bar

Council OfIndiaand Ors.,
observed wherein the
public interest litigation,
PIL is filed calling on all
State Bar Councils which
have not complied with
the rule requiring them to
publish a list of seasoned
lawyers willing to mentor
law students during col-
lege vacations, to file affi-
davits explaining the rea-
sons for non-compliance.

The bench comprising
of Justice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justice Sanjay Kumar
was hearing the present
matter.

The bench in the case
sought the sought the

explanation of Bar Coun-
cil with regards to non-
compliance of Rule 26 of
Schedule ITI to the Rules
of Legal Education, 2008.

The court in its order
stated that, “The State Bar
Councils which have not
complied with the Rule
26 of the of Schedule TIT
to the Rules of Legal Edu-
cation, 2008 will file an
affidavit setting out the
reasons for non-compli-
ance. In case the affiliated
Bar Associations have not
made compliance they
must take steps in accor-
dance with the law. The
State Bar Councils will
file affidavits within the
period of twelve weeks
from today.”

The Rule 26 of Schedule
111 to the Rules of Legal
Education, 2008 man-

Tt 7
dates state bar councils
to prepare a district-wise
roster of senior coun-
sels having minimum
10 years» experience at
the Bar and amenable to
guiding inter. Further, it
obligates the Bar Council
of India to publish and

Vi r
circulate this list for the
benefit of law students
seeking internships.

In the present case, the
Public Interest Litiga-
tion, PIL is filed in the
year 2022 wherein seek-
ing publication of a list of
senior lawyers willing to

The petition filed also points out that
those students who do not have any

such <«contacts> are often left to fend

for themselwes. In October 2022, the
Supreme Court in the case issued notice
onthe Public Interest Litigation, PIL and
has sought response from the Bar Council
of India, BCI and the state bar councils.

mentor law students dur-
ing college vacations, inan
attempt to foster a more
inclusive and egalitar-
ian environment for legal
education and internships.
The concerns are flagged
by the petitioner with
regards to the challenges

Kerala High Court Denies Anticipatory
Bial To Actor Siddique In Rape Case

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Kerala High Court in
the case Xxx vStateofKer-
ala observed and has dis-
missed the anticipatory
bail application filed by
actor Siddique, booked
for rape following release
of Justice K. Hema Com-
mittee Report.

‘The bench headed by Jus-
tice C. S. Dias pronounced
the order.

The Senior Counsel Adv.
B. Raman Pillai appeared
for the actor.

The complaint claims
that theactor called her to
Muscot Hotel in Trivan-

drum in the pretext of
discussing a film and he
raped and assaulted her
there.

Therefore, the complaint
was made to the Special

Investigation Team con-
stituted to investigate the
incidents of sexual harass-
ment in Malayalam film
industry.

The First Information Re-

port, FIR was registered
in the Museum Police Sta-
tion, Trivandrum.

In the present case, the pe-
tition is filed by Actor Sid-
dique wherein it is stated
that complainant, who is
an ardent supporter and
member of Womenss Cin-
ema Collective, WCC, is
making these allegations
because he conducted
the press meet along with
other officer bearers of the
Association of Malayalam
Movie Actors, AMMA af-
ter the release of Justice
Hema Committee report.
It has also been pointed
out by the actor that the
same complainant had

raised some allegations
against him in 2019, but
she changed the details
now with the intention of
getting him booked under
non-hailable offences.
The counsel appearing for
the Stateargued beforethe
court that even though
there may be some minor
variations in the state-
ments, the complainant
had named the actor pub-
licly for misbehaving with
her since 2019.

The present petition was
moved by Adv. Philip T.
Varghese, Adv. Sujes h
Menon V. B. Senior Coun-
sel Adv B. Raman Pillai is
engaged for appearance.

Delhi High Court Dismissed Plea Against Installation
Of Jhansi Ran{’ ;Statue Inside Shahi Idgah Park

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court
in the case Shahi Idgah
Managing Committee v.
Delhi Development Au-
thority & Ors observed
and has dismissed the
petition filed against the
installation of the statue
of ‘Maharani of Jhansi’
inside the Shahi Idgah
Park situated at city’s Sa-
dar Bazar area.

The bench headed by
Justice Dharmesh Shar-
ma in the case observed
and has rejected the peti-
tion filed by Shahi Idgah
Managing Committee
seeking directions on
the civic authorities to
not encroach upon the
Shahi Idgah, claiming it
to be a wagf property.
The Committee referred

to a gazette notification
published in the year
1970 wherein it is stated
that Shahi Idgah Park is
an ancient property built
during the Mughal peri-
od, which is being used
for offering Namaz.

It was also submitted be-
fore the court that sucha
vast property could ac-
commodate as many as
50,000 namagzis at one
time.

The court while reject-

ing the petition observed
that the surrounding
area inside the Idgah
boundary, which are the
parks or open ground,
belonged to the Delhi
Development Authority,
DDA.

The court in the case
noted that even the Del-
hi Wagf Board does not
authorize the use of the
park for any purpose
other than religious ac-
tivities.

The court stated that the

bottom line is that, since

the parks oropen ground

adjoining the Shahi

Idgah and located with-
in the Idgah walls are the

property of respondent

No.1or DDA, it is solely

the DDA's responsibility
to allocate portions of the

said land for public use

asitdeems fit.

Further, the court stated

that even assuming that

the petitioner Commit-

tee had the locus-standi
to prefer the petition, it
was not understandable
as to how their right to
offer prayers or to per-
form any religious rights
wasbeing endangered in
any ma It goes without
saying that the status
quo order passed by the
Delhi Minority Commis-
sion was palpably with-
outany jurisdiction.
Adding to it, the court
stated that it being the
case, the petitioner has
no legal or fundamen-
tal right to oppose the
maintenance and up-
keep ofthe parksoropen
ground. surrounding
the Shahi Idgah, by the
respondent No.l or DDA
and thereby oppose the
installation of the statue
by respondent no.2 or
MCD at its behest.

Supreme Court Seeks Response From States/UTs On
Compliance Of Directions To Set Up Online RTT Portals

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

‘The Supreme Courtin the

case Anuj Nakade Versus
Dr. Poonam Malakon-
daiah Govt. Of Andhra
Pradesh And Ors ob-
served and has sought re-
sponse from all the States
and Union Territories in
a contempt petition al-
leging non-compliance
‘with the directions in the
case Pravasi Legal Cell v
Union of India & Ors. for
having online RTI Portals
across the states in the
country.

‘The bench comprising of
Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud, Justice JB
Pardiwala was hearing

The bench in the case
observed and has issued
notice wherein the con-
tempt petition filed by
Anuj Nakade whoalleged
that 7 states and 4 Union
Territories were yet to
setup online RTI Portals
while many of the other
States either had Portals
with incomplete board-
ing of Authorities or did
not follow the Ministry of
Information and Broad-
casting’s “Guidelines
for Indian Government
‘Websites 3.0”, which
pertains toaccessibility of
the portals to the visually
impaired.

The court in the case is-
sued notice to the states

liberty to serve the stand-
ing counsels, personal
presence is dispensed
with at this stage.

The Supreme Court in the
case Pravasi Legal Cell in
March in the year 2023
directed all High Courts
to set up of online RTI
Portals within the period
of three months, if High
Court have not done so
already.

The bench compris-
ing of Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud, Justice PS
Narasimha, and Justice
JB Pardiwala passed the
said direction wherein
the petition is filed seek-
ing mechanism to set up
an online portal for e-fil-

RTI applications and first
appeals in High Courts.
Further, the bench noted
that while the Supreme
Court had launched its
online portal for filing
RTI applications in rela-
tion to the Court, several
High Courts had still not
established online RTT
portal.

The bench of CJI DY
Chandrachud remarked-
‘The section (1) of RTI,
2005 states that a per-
son who desires to get
information under the
act shall do so via an
application physically
or through electronic
means. Therefore, the
sa1d prowsmn 1.nd.1cates

statutory right to move
application by electronic
means and though the
RTI Act came in 2005,
online web portals are
still to be operationalised
by some of the High
Courts after 17 years.
High Court’s of MP, Del-
hi, and Orissa have set up
web portals. Such portals
shall be set up in all High
Courts within 3 months.
This court request the
Registrar Generals to take
administrative directions
from the Chief Justices of
High Courts. The NIC
shall provideall logistical
and technical assistance.
Hene, Petition is disposed
of. Accordingly; the court

faced by law students,
particularly those lacking
influential contacts, in se-
curing meaningful intern-
ships. The court stated
that the non-publication
of the list of mentors, he
argued, has ‘caused im-
mense loss to the legal

fraternity, especially the
law students, who have to
begbefore lawyers to give
them work so that they
canlearn’.

The petition filed also
points out that those stu-
dents who do not have
any such «contacts» are of-
ten «left to fend for them-
selves. In October 2022,
the Supreme Court in
the case issued notice on
the Public Interest Litiga-
tion, PIL and has sought
response from the Bar
Council of India, BCI and
the state bar councils.

Last Year, in March, the
Courtreceivedassurances
from the Bar Council Of
India, BCI that the prepa-
ration of the said list was
underway and would
soon be made public.

The court in the case

was also informed that
the Bar Council of India
had submitted a letter, in-
structing state bar coun-
cils> secretaries to com-
pile their respective lists
within 15 days. The court,
taking this information
intoaccount, recorded the
undertaking,

In January, this year,
the court in the case is-
sued directives to state
bar councils, compelling
them to submit status re-
ports regarding compli-
ance with Rule 26. The
courtobserved that it was
indicated that if the non-
compliance continues, the
only option left with the
court would be to impose
costs. Accordingly, the
court listed the matter for
further consideration on
January 2025,

Supreme Court: Cannot Convict Accused
& Acquit Another When Similar
Evidence Was Pitted Against Them

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in the
case Yogarani Versus State
By The Inspector Of Police
observed and has held that
the courtcannot convictone
accused and acquit another
when similar or identical
evidence is pitted against
two accused persons.

The court in the case ac-
quitted the accused or ap-
pellant after finding that
other co-accused who were
charged forsimilar offences
had been acquitted of allthe
charges and noappeal had
been filed challenging their
acquittal.

The court referred to the
case Javed Shaukat Ali
Qureshi v State of Guja-
rat, wherein the court ob-
served that the court can-
not convict one accused
and acquit the other when
there is similar or identical
evidence pitted against two
accused persons.

1t being the case of prose-
cution that an appellant had
illegally facilitated the issu-
ance of a second passport in
favor of accused No.1. Ac-
cused No.1 who held an In-
dian Passport had deposited
the same with his employer
in Dubai and in search of
better employment oppor-
tunities had clandestinely
applied for second pass-
port through the appellant
and other accused persons
had connived with the ap-

pellantin procuring second
passport to Accused No.1.

The court in the case ac-
quitted other co-accused
after the prosecution in the
case failed to prove the al-
legation that they handed
over the second passport at
theinstance of theappellant
to him.

The court noted that the
allegations against the ap-
pellantare the same as made
against other co-accused,
the bench comprising Jus-
tices Sanjay Kumar and
Aravind Kumar observed
that the Courts belowcould
not have convicted the Ap-
pellant while acquitting the
other.

The court gave the benefit
of the doubt to the appellant
since the prosecution was
not able to prove the allega-
tion that the appellant had
knowingly furnished false
information or suppressed
known material informa-
tion with the intent of se-
curing a passport or travel
document to a person and
thereby had abetted in the
commission of an offence
punishable under Section
12(1) and thereby punish-
able under Section 12(2) of
the Passports Act.

The court observed that
the prosecution had failed
to place on record any
evidence to prove that ap-
pellant had any previous
knowledge of accused No.1
was already possessing a

passport. In the absence
of any cogent evidence
placed in this regard and
accused Nos. 1and 3 to 5
(co-accused) having been
acquitted of the offences
alleged, the conviction and
order of sentence imposed
against the appellant alone
cannot be sustained or in
other words ithas tobe held
that prosecution had failed
to prove the guilt of the ap-
pellant beyond reasonable
doubt.

The court while consid-
ering the facts and circum-
stances of the case set aside
the impugned judgment
convicting the appellant
and the appellant was ac-
quitted.

Accordingly, the court al-
lowed the appeal.

The counsel, Mr. MYogesh
Kanna, Adv. Mr. S. Prabu
Ramasubramanian, Adv.
Mr. Raghunatha Sethu-
pathy B, AOR Mr. Manoj
Kumar A, Adv. Mr. Vasu
Kalra, Adv. Ms. Monica
Saini, Adv. appeared for the
Appellant(s).

The counsel, Mrs. Aish-
warya Bhati, A.S.G. Mr.
Mukesh Kumar Ma-
roria, AOR Ms. Shrad-
dha Deshmukh, Adv. Mr.
Rajnish Prasad, Adv. Mr.
Udai Khanna, Adv. Mr.
Nithin Choudhary Pavu-
luri, Adv. represented the
Respondent(s).

Kerala High Court: Malayalam Film Director
Akhil Marar Booked For Discouraging
Contributions To CM Disaster Relief Fund
Moves High Court For Anticipatory Bail

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

‘The Kerala High Court in
the case Akhil Raj Alias
Akhil Marar vStateofKera-
la observed and has sought
State's stand in the antici-
patory bail petition filed
by Malayalam film director
Akhil Marar, booked for
discouraging contributions
to the Chief Minister’s Di-
saster ReliefFund, CMDRF
through his statements fol-
lowing the Wayanad land-
slides in July.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice C. S. Dias was hearing
the present matter and has
asked the Public Prosecutor
to seek instructions.

In the present case, Marar
has been booked by the
Kollam Rural Cybercrime
Police Cell under Sec-
tions 45 (abetment) & 192
(provocation to cause riot)
of Bharatiya Nyaya San-

\

(obstruction of officer or
refusal to comply with di-
rection) of Disaster Man-
agement Act, DMA.

It has been alleged by him
before the court that he
had made some statements
through his Facebook ac-
count, saying that the Chief
Minister is not the person
who rescued people from
disasters, rather he mis-
used the disasters to earn

It has also been stated by
Marar that he would rather
build 4 houses for people
who had lost homes than
contribute to CMDRF.

Further, it has been con-
tended by him in his bail
petition that he is falsely
implicated in this case by
the political party workers
to wreak vengeance and
that he had only expressed
his suggestion through the
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POLICE BUSTS INTERSTATE DRUG

TooNETWORK
NEW DELHI

n a successful anti-nar-
Icor.ics operation, Delhi

Police Crime Branch
arrested twointerstate drug
smugglers, seizing 116 kgs
of marijuana (Ganja) worth
approximately 58 lakhs.

The two accused, Nitesh
and Rohit both resident of
Bihar were engaged in sup-
ply of narcotic substance in
Delhi & NCR after procur-
ing it from the border areas
of Orissa-Andhra Pradesh.

According to the infor-
mation recieved by the
Delhi police, it was found
that the supply of this huge
quantity of marijuana will
be through courier/parcel
near Meera Bagh.

“A trap was laid near
Meera Bagh where parcel
‘was supposed to be deliv-
ered but accused didn't
come to take delivery of par-
cel. The parcel waschecked
in which Ganja weighing
around 116 kg was found”,
the Delhi police said in a
statement.

“The parcel was seized as
per procedure and a case
‘was registered and accused
persons namely Nitesh and

g

Delhi Police Crime Branch with drug smugglers

lakhs were seized

Drug Supply Route

Delhiand NCR

Operation Details

kgs of Ganja.

SMUGGLING GANG, SEIZES 116 KG OF GANJA

Atrap was laid near Meera Bagh where
parcelwas supposed to be delivered but
accused didn’t come to take delivery
of parcel. The parcel was checked
inwhich Ganja weighing around
116 kgwas found”, Delbi police

ARRESTS AND SEIZURE

e Delhi Police Crime Branch arrested two interstate
drug smugglers, Nitesh and Rohit, residents of Bihar:
* 116 kgs of marijuana [Ganja) worth ap proximately 58

* Theaccused were involved in smuggling marijuana
from the Odisha-Andhra Pradesh border areas to

* Marijuanawas supplied through parcels/couriers,
intercepted near Meera Bagh

o Atrapwas laid near Meera Bagh, but the accused
didn’t show up for the parcel.

* Upon checking, the parcelwas found to contain 116

 Nitesh and Rohit were later arrested in Yamuna

Nagar, Haryana
Cartel Involvement

* During interrogation, the accused revealed they were
part of a larger drug cartel.

The cartel's operation involved smuggling marijuana
from Andhra Pradesh to Delhi and Haryana via

parcels

the cartel

Inspirationand Recruitment

* The accused were recruited by Avinash Kumar, a
fellow Bihar native, who had previously worked in
factories and switched te drug smuggling for profit.

Cannabis Cultivation

* Cannabis is extensively grown in the tribal border
areas of Odisha-Andhra Pradesh, which serves as a
major source of supply for drug cartels across India

Multiple individuals are assigned specific roles within

Rohitboth resident of Bihar,
‘were arrested from Yamuna
Nagar, Haryana when they
arrived to receive the al-
leged parcel”, it added.
During the interrogation,

hoth accused disclosed that
they were working in ply
factorieslocated in Yamuna
Nagar, Haryana from the
last 2-3 years. One day, the
duo met with a boy from Bi-

LG instructs CP to ensure ample police
visibility across national capital

TDG NETWORK

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
(LG) VK Saxena on Tuesday
issued instructions tothe Po-
lice Commissioner to ensure
ample police visibility in the
city and to prepare a list of
senior officers who will be
responsible for compliance
and ensuring such visibility.

According to an official
press note from the LG
Office, “A duty chart of se-
nior officers with details of
their deployment and their
phone numbers will be
sent to the LG Secretariat
for regular monitoring.”
LG Saxena, who has been
consistently stressing vis-
ible policing as the biggest
deterrent against crime,
has asked for police per-
sonnel on duty to be visibly
present in all areas around
police beats, chowkis.
As per the press note, ever
since LG began review-
ing the traffic situation

weekly along with senior
police and transport offi-
cials, the visibility of traffic
police personnel on roads
has significantly increased.
The Delhi LG has also ad-
vised the Police Commis-

sioner to constitute teams
of senior officers in plain
clothes who can inspect and
report on compliance with
deploymentand police pres-
ence in areas.

“Any laxity in the mat-
ter will be viewed seri-
ously, the LG has under-
lined,” read the press note.
Earlier on Monday, LG VK
Saxena asked the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), Public Work De-
partment (PWD), New

NAMTECH students put India on
the global skills map, secure Bronze
at WorldSkills 2024 in Industry 40

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

NAMTECH (New Age
Makers’ Institute of Tech-
nology), a pioneering in-
stitute for experiential,
hands-on learning in In-
dustry 4.0 technologies,
is proud to share that
Sathyajith Balakrishnan
and Dhrumilkumar Dhi-
rendrakumar Gandhi, me-
chanical engineers from
its inaugural batch, have
‘won the bronze medal in
the Industry 4.0 category
at the prestigious World-
Skills Competition 2024.
The event took place in
Lyon, France, from 10th
to 15th September 2024.
‘The WorldSkills Competi-
tion, popularly known as
the ‘Olympics of Skills’, is
held biennially and is the
gold standard of skills ex-
cellence, inspiring young
peopleto achieve their am-
bition and help them turn
their passion into a pro-

fession. This year’s contest
saw young professionals
from 89 countriescompete
in various categories over
five daysin September. In-
dia achieved 13th position
overall, securing 4 bronze
medals and 12 medals of
excellence along the way,
reinforcing Honourable
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of making
India the skill capital of the
‘world through initiatives
like the Skill India mission.
Balakrishnanand Gandhi,
both from NAMTECH’s
maiden International
Professional Master’s
Program (iPMP 2024)
cohort, represented India
as champions of the India
Skills competition, the na-
tional chapter of World-
Skills.

Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC), Irrigation and
Command Area Develop-
ment (I&CAD), and Delhi
Jal Board (D)B) to take up
a dust-free Delhi drive over
the next one week or ten
days and asked the same
drive to be converted into a
year-long campaign.

LG hasadvised MCD and
PWDto clean the roads,and
notleave dust accumulated
on the road, transport it to
designated dumping sites.
Similarly, agencies respon-
sible for cleaning drains
and sewer lines, viz., MCD,
1&FCD, and DJB, have
been asked to coordinate
and get the silt or mud
picked up and disposed of.
Saxena emphasised that
even if it rains, the exercise
of removing the wet mud or
silt from the roads should
be continued to ensure that
they do not flow into drains
and sewer lines, in the pro-
cess choking them.

harnamed Avinash Kumar
in Yamuna Nagar who told
him that few years back, he
also used to work like them
in factories but later he
started supplying Ganja to

Delhi and nearby areas and
‘made huge profit.

Seeing this as a lucrative
opportunity, they started
worked with him to make
huge profits.

Cong slams Atishi Singh for ignor-
ing capital’s ongoing crisis

TIKAM SHARMA
NEW

The Delhi Unit of Congress
has criticized the Delhi
government and new Chief
Minister Atishi Singh for
neglecting the pressing
issues facing the national
capital for months. Delhi
Congress President Dev-
ender Yadav pointed out
that a two-day session
of the Delhi Assembly is
scheduled for September
26 and 27 after a year-long
hiatus. Instead of priori-
tizing the agenda to ad-
dress the city’s numerous
challenges, Yadav accused
Chief Minister Atishi of
engaging in theatrics, call-
ing her decision to leave
Kejriwal's CM chair vacant
a “drama” that has drawn
ridicule from the public.
Yadav emphasized that
Atishi must focus on
Delhi’s problems, noting
the surge in dengue cases,
which have reached 1,229,
with 300 reported in the
past week. He urged her
to take immediate action to
combat the spread of den-
gue and malaria, address
waterlogging, ensure clean
drinking water, repair bro-
ken roads, control dust pol-
lution, illuminate streets,
and improve the overall

deteriorating condition of
the capital. He highlighted
that she holds13 portfolios,
unlike her predecessor Ke-
jriwal, who held none but
enjoyed the full benefits of
the CM role without any
accountability. Yadav criti-
cized Kejriwal for spending
excessive time traveling to
other states and engaging
in corruption, ultimately
leading to the fallout from
the liquor scam.
Furthermore, Yadav stat-
ed that if Atishi truly pri-
oritizes the welfare of the
people and aims to resume
stalled developments in
Delhi, she should present
the1l pending CAG (Comp-
troller and Auditor Gener-
al) reportsin the Assembly,
as directed by the Lt.
Governor tothe Delhi As-
sembly Speaker. He argued
that these reports would

AI-Driven Innovation: How Tagbin is
Setting New Industry Standards

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELH|

insights that
elevate strate-

In the fast-evolving world of emerg-
ing technology, Tagbin stands
as a beacon of Al-driven inno-
vation, transforming industries
through groundbreaking solutions.
Known for consistently pushing the
boundariesof what is possible, the tech-
experiential company has launched
numerous revolutionary products,
positioning itself at the forefront of
the AT and emerging tech landscape.
“Innovation isn’t an option; it's our
DNA, fueling every solution we cre-
ate,” emphasizes Taghin, capturing
the essence of the company’s relent-
less pursuit of technological excel-
lence. This ethos drives each project,
enabling Taghin to make continuous
breakthroughs in artificial intelli-
gence, holography, augmented real-
ity (AR), and virtual reality (VR).
Among its standout innovations is
BoardRoomAl, a platform designed to
revolutionize decision-making at the
highest levels of business. Through
advanced analytics and real-timedata
insights, Tagbin BoardRoomAl of-
fers executives powerful, actionable

gic decisions.
Saurav Bhaik,
Founder and
CEO of Tagbin,
explains the
philosophy be-
hind their AT
solutions: “At Taghin, we believe that
technology’strue purpose is to solve re-
al-world challenges and serve as a tool
to enhance human life. Our mission is
to create solutions that simplify lives,
boost efficiency, and unlock new possi-
bilities. Al is not just about automation
or processing data—it's about ampli-
fying human potential. It should be a
powerful catalyst that drives smarter
decisions, solvescritical problems, and
fuels innovation across every sector.”
Tagbin’s ambition to set new bench-
marks of excellence is reflected in
its broader portfolio. In addition to
BoardRoomAlI, the company has
introduced futuristic solutions like
the Inara Skin App, Al chatbots, AT
digital avatars and Al Facial Recog-
nition. By leveraging cutting-edge
technologies like machine learning,

mixed reality, and holography, Tag-
bin consistently leads the charge
in the emerging technology space.
The unique approach—combining
Al innovations with real-world ap-
plications—ensures the company
delivers deeply resonating experi-
ences that impaet businesses and
audiences. Whether transforming
physical spaces or crafting immer-
sive cultural experiences, Taghin
remains dedicated to pioneering
tech solutions that shape the future.
To maintain its position as an indus-
try leader, Taghin holds proprietary
patent rights over more than five
products and adheres to the highest
standards of responsible develop-
ment. With CMMI-5 and ISO certifi-
cations, the company ensures that its
innovations not only meet but exceed
global benchmarks, particularly in
data privacy and security compliance.
At the heart of this innovation is a
simple yet powerful belief: technology
should serve humanity. Saurav Bhaik's
wvision has been integral in building
solutions that create a positive, lasting
impact with broad applications across
industries.

Experts: Everything you should know about Mpox

ANJALI SINGH
NEW

India has reported its first
case with the new Mpox
strain from Kerala. At least
32 Mpox cases and one
death since 2022 when the
infection was first detected
in the country.

‘WHO declared monkey-
poxas apublic health emer-
gency of international con-
cern (PHEIC) in July 2022
and subsequently revoked
the same in May 2023. Glob-
ally, since 2022, WHO has
reported 99,176 cases and
208 deaths due to monkey-
pox from 116 countries

Spread

It spreads to humans pri-

marily through close con-
tact with infected animals,
particularly rodents or pri-
mates. Here are the main
modes of transmission:
1. Animal to Human: This
can occur through bites, di-
rect contact with the blood
or bodily fluids of infected
animals, or handling raw
‘meat from an infected ani-
mal.

2. Human to Human: The
virus can spread through
respiratory droplets dur-
ing prolonged face-to-face
contact, as well as through
direct contact with bodily
fluids or skin lesions of an
infected person.

3. Contaminated Objects:
Touching items contami-
nated with the virus, such
as bedding or clothing, can
also lead to infection.

Yes, mpox is considered
acommunicable disease. It
can spread from person to
person through close con-
tact, respiratory droplets,
and contact with bodily flu-
ids or lesions of an infected
individual. This means that
it can be transmitted be-
tween people, m: iti
portant to take precautions
tolimititsspread, especially
during outbreaks. Said Dr
Vibhu Kawatra Pediatric
pulmonologist & Allergy
specialist, Vibhu Nursing
Home and Rainbow Hos-
pital
Mpox and COVID-19
differ in their modes of

-

-

Mpox bas seen localized outbreaks, but
it has not demonstratedthe same level of
widespread transmission as COVID-19.

transmission

Mpox

Primarily spreads through
close contact with infected
animals or humans.

Can be transmitted
through respiratory drop-
lets, but typically requires
prolonged face-to-face con-
tact.

Also spreads through di-
rect contact with lesions,
bodily fluids, or contami-
nated objects.

CovID-19

Spreads mainly through
respiratory droplets when
an infected person coughs,
sneezes, talks, or breathes.

Can also be transmitted
via aerosols in enclosed
spaces and through contact
with contaminated sur-
faces.

India’s response to CO-
VID-19 highlighted the
importance of rapid mobi-
lization, mass vaccination
drives, and strengthening
public health infrastruc-

ture. For MPox, a similar
but more focused approach
is needed. Swift contain-
ment, widespread educa-
tion on transmission, and
vaccination for at-risk
groups are critical. Early
detection and clear com-
munication are key to pre-
venting escalation, as was
seen with COVID-19. While
MPoxdoesn't pose the same
widespread risk, prepared-
ness and proactive strate-
gies are essential to prevent
outbreaks. Vaccine devel-
opment is underway, with
clinical trials in progress.

Unlike COVID-19, which
spreads primarily through
aerosol droplets, MPox is
mainly transmitted through
direct contact. This high-
lights the importance of
strict adherence to contact
precautions, including
maintaining isolation for
suspected cases to prevent
further transmission. Said
Dr. Ankita Baidya, Consul-
tant- Infectious Disease,
Manipal Hospital, Dwarka,
New Delhi.

reveal the extent of cor-
ruption under the Kejriwal
government over the past
few years.

Similarly Delhi BJP Pres-
ident Virendra Sachdeva
alsocriticized Atishi Singh,
stating that the people of
Delhi are well aware of
her track record as a min-
ister who focuses more on
making statements and
announcements than on
actual administrative work.
He remarked that when
she became Chief Minister,
there was hope she might
prioritize governance.

However, her perfor-
mance over the last four
days, amounting to roughly
100 hours, has shown that
she is more focused on con-
tinuing Arvind Kejriwal's
corruption-tainted agenda
than on improving gover-
nance.

Police Special Cell
begins interrogation
of notorious gangster
Hashim Baba

'I'DE NE‘I‘WDRK

The Delhi Police special
ceel on Tuesday brought
ingangster Hashim Babba
for interrogation in con-
nection to the killing of
Nadir Shah. Hashim Baba
was taken into custody
by the special cell from
Tihar jail on a produc-
tion warrant. Sources say
Hashim Baba and associ-
ates planned the killing of
Nadir Shah from inside th
Tihar jail. Depite a crack-
down on gangsters using
mobile phones inside jail
after the killing of Sidhu
Mosewala the gangsters
were able to use phones to
plot the killing.
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