
THUMBNAILS

Polling officials carry electronic voting 
machines as they leave for their respective 
polling stations on the eve of the second 
phase of Jammu and Kashmir Assembly 
elections, in Srinagar on Tuesday. � ANI
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WEATHER

Thunderstorms. Rain likely in the 
afternoon. Maximum and minimum 
temperatures likely to be around  
29 °C and 26 °C respectively. 
 
RAINFALL: NIL 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY  
Max. 93 % Min. 91 % 
TEMPERATURE 
Max: 29.2˚C               Min: 26.3˚C  
SUN RISES                 SUN SETS 
05:26 hrs                   17:29 hrs 
MOON RISES              MOON SETS 
23:33 hrs                   12:50 hrs 
 New Moon on 3 October

Sri Lankan President appoints Harini Ama-
rasuriya as PM: Sri Lankan President Anu ra 
Kumara Dissanayake appointed Harini 
Amarasuriya as Sri Lanka's 16th Prime Min-
ister, NewsWire reported. Amarasuriya of 
the National People's Power (NPP) party is 
an academic, rights activist, and university 
lecturer and is known for her work in edu-
cation and social justice. (Page 13)

End of an era: Kolkata’s trams ending commercial services  
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 24 SEPTEMBER  

 
After a long run of 150 years,  
commercial services of 
Kolkata’s iconic trams are 
being discontinued.  

Trams were introduced 
in Calcutta (Kolkata), the 
then capital of the British 
Indian Empire, in 1874. Ini-
tially trams were drawn by 
horses. Electric tram cars 
were introduced in the early 
20th century. 

Kolkata was the first city 
where trams were introduced, 
followed by Bombay (now 
Mumbai). Trams were abol-
ished in Mumbai many 
decades ago. 

The tram network was 
unique in Kolkata. There 
were huge tram depots at 
Ballygunge, Tollygunge, Non-
apukur, Shyambazar and 
Behala. But tram services 
were abandoned in Behala 
more than 30 years ago. 

Mr Snehashis Chakraborty, 
state transport minister, said 

that a single tram route, 
between Esplanade and Kid-
derpore, would be operated 
as a heritage route.  

The transport department 
is also discontinuing its Tram 
Puja Parikrama, and will not 
operate trams during the 
upcoming Durga Puja. 

The state government will 
place its decision before Cal-
cutta High Court when a PIL 
currently before the court 
on the plying of trams in the 
city comes up for its next  

hearing. 
Kolkata Police had raised 

objections to the plying of 
trams in the city from the 
point of traffic management. 
For example, on College 
Street, one-way traffic man-
agement system has been 
introduced but it cannot be 
fully operational, as when 
vehicles ply from Bowbazar 
to Hatibagan, trams come 
from the opposite direction, 
creating traffic congestion. 

Once, there were tram 

services in Howrah but it 
had to be discontinued. There 
was a time when trams used 
to ply on Howrah bridge.  

During the construction 
of the Metro Railway from 
Mahanayak Uttam Kumar 
Station to Esplanade in the 
1970s, tram services along 
SP Mukherjee road had to 
be discontinued. It did not 
come back once the road 
was reopened to traffic.  

Traffic jams became a reg-
ular feature on Chitpore road 
because of the trams. 

A senior police officer said 
road space in the city is fast 
shrinking and the volume of 
traffic has gone up over the 
years. To meet the situation 
the city has to abandon the 

plying of trams, he said. 
Already the Public Works 

department is removing the 
tram tracks from many areas. 
The tram tracks on a portion 
of Kalighat Road and Rashbehari 
Avenue have been removed. 

Trams were a major means 
of transport during the British 
period. During the Civil Dis-
obedience movement, Indians 
boycotted travelling on trams.  
Douglas Jardin, and his cricket 
team were returning to Eng-
land after the infamous Body 
Line series in Australia in 
1930-32. Jardin issued an 
advertisement urging people 
to use trams. The advertise-
ment read: "Jardin says the 
Calcutta Tramways Corpo-
ration is the best tramways 
company in the World." 

Tram cars were imported 
from England. Every tram 
depot had workshops where 
the coaches were repaired. 
The tram company had grad-
ed electrical engineers and 
staff to maintain the overhead 
electric line.

Siddaramaiah rules out resignation 
after Karnataka High Court setback 
AGENCIES  
BENGALURU, 24 SEPTEMBER  

 
Slamming the Opposition 
for demanding his resignation 
after Karnataka High Court  
dismissed his plea challenging 
the sanction given by Gov-
ernor Thaawarchand Gehlot 
for conducting a investigation 
against him in the MUDA 
case,  Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Tuesday 
said that he is not guilty as 
the court has only ordered a 
investigation.  

“Kumaraswamy is on bail. 
Did anyone ask for his resig-
nation? The court has only 
directed an inquiry into the 
MUDA case. That does not 
mean that I am guilty,” said 
the Chief Minister while 
addressing a press conference 
at his home office ‘Krishna’ 
in Bengaluru. He added that 
the court has given the verdict 
under 17 (A) of the PC Act, 
adding that the matter has 
been handed over to the inves-
tigation. “At this stage only 
an inquiry has been ordered 

against me. Why do you ask 
for a resignation at this stage? 
We will tackle it politically as 
it is a conspiracy,” the Chief 
Minister said. He said that the 
development would be chal-
lenged politically and legally.  

Earlier, Karnataka High 
Court while quashing Mr Sid-
daramaiah's petition, said the 
beneficiaries in the Mysuru 
Urban Development Authority 
(MUDA) case were not out-
siders but the petitioner's 
wife. The bench headed by 
Justice M Nagaprasanna passed 
the order upholding Governor 
Thaawarchand Gehlot's deci-
sion. The order of the High 
Court stated: “The facts nar-
rated in the petition would 
undoubtedly require an inves-

tigation. In the teeth of the 
fact that the beneficiary of all 
these acts is not anybody out-
side, but the wife of the peti-
tioner (CM Siddaramaiah)." 

Social activists Pradeep 
Kumar SP, T.J. Abraham and 
Snehamayi Krishna had filed 
petitions against CM Siddara-
maiah in connection with the 
alleged MUDA land scam.They 
had claimed that Mr Siddara-
maiah had misused his office 
to create fraudulent documents 
over 3.17 acres of land near 
Mysuru city and got 14 sites 
allotted from the MUDA in 
the name of his wife. 

“I am not afraid of conspiracy 
of the BJP and JD-S. The people 
of Karnataka are with our party 
and they are with me. It's not 
possible to dislodge our gov-
ernment through money 
power and Operation Lotus. 
They succeeded in 2008 and 
2019. This time, the people 
of Karnataka have given us 
absolute majority to Congress. 
We have 136 MLAs on our 
side,” the Chief Minister said. 

(Another report on Pg 6)
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I
t is unfortunate that 
West Bengal does 
not get floods just 
because of the rain-

fall (in the state). The 
state gets flooded because 
of the water released 
from Jharkhand,” Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee said on Tuesday. 

“Dubrajpur, Ram-
purhat, Suri, Bolpur, 
Labhpur Sainthia blocks 
in Birbhum district have 
been heavily affected by 
the flood waters. Though 
the area has not dried 
completely, the water level 
is receding fast. Not only 
mud huts have been 
washed away, but even 
large parts of agricultural 
fields are also under water 
and we will set up pucca 
houses besides providing 
crop insurance to the farm-
ers for the losses suffered 
due to the floods,” said 
Miss Banerjee today at an 
administrative meeting 
held in Bolpur. 

She said that the Jal 
Shakti Ministry of the gov-
ernment of India handles 
the release of water from 

the dams and barrages 
and it hardly matters if 
the Damodar Valley Cor-
poration (DVC) shifts its 
headquarters from Kolkata. 

“What benefit have we 
got from their having their 
headquarters at Kolkata? 
The DVRRC never dis-
cusses with us about water 
release. That’s why two 
of our representatives have 
resigned,” she said. 

Miss Banerjee added 
that in the past twenty 
years no dredging and 
desilting work has taken 
place. 

“During the disastrous 
floods in Bengal in 2000, 
when I was the railway 

minister, the DVC released 
such a huge volume of 
water from its dams. At 
that time water had entered 
my home,”she said. 

Khanakul-1 and -2 
blocks  are still under 
water, so are Udaynarayan-
pur and Amta, Uluberia 
and Ghatal, the chief min-
ister said, adding that  she 
inspected the condition   
of the Durgapur barrage 
yesterday. 

The ministers and chief 
secretary have also visited 
the flood-affected areas, 
police and administration 
are distributing relief mate-
rial and even the TMC is 
also distributing dry food 

packets. 
At the administrative 

meeting in Geetanjali Audi-
torium held in Bolpur 
today, Miss Banerjee gave 
directions to store ample 
anti-venom in government 
hospitals in view of the 
growing snake bite cases. 

“I have instructed all 
related departments to 
work together. In the next 
three days there is chance 
of heavy rainfall. The 
administration should be 
alert. The PWD has been 
instructed to repair the 
roads washed away in the 
floods.  Eleven lakh houses 
will be set up and work 
will start from December.  
65,000 houses will be set 
up by the minority depart-
ment for destitute 
women,”she said. The 
power department has 
been directed to restore 
power after the water level 
recedes. “For the last three 
years, we have not received 
funds under PMAY. A total 
of Rs 1.70 lakh crore of 
Central funds are due to 
us. Still, we are trying to 
allot as many houses as 
possible from our limited 
resources,” Miss Banerjee 
said.

Water release by J’khand 
culprit behind floods: CM
It hardly matters if DVC shifts its headquarters from Kolkata, says Mamata

PM returns after ‘fruitful’ US visit
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi returned from his suc-
cessful three-day visit to the 
United States on Tuesday 
night, after attending the 
Quad Leaders’ Summit, an 
exuberant Indian diaspora 
event, and addressing the 
UN Summit of the Future, 
where he reminded the inter-
national community “success 
of humanity lies in our col-
lective strength and not in 
the battlefield.” 

In a post on X, the Prime 
Minister said: “This has been 
a fruitful USA visit, covering 
diverse programmes and 
focusing on a series of sub-
jects aimed at making our 
planet better.”  

Mr Modi shared a video 
of his engagements from 
the Quad Summit to the 
bilateral meetings, including 
with US President Joe Biden. 

On the sidelines of the 
Summit of the Future, Mr 
Modi held a bilateral meeting 
with Ukraine President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, reit-
erating India’s clear, con-

sistent and constructive 
approach in favour of a 
peaceful resolution of the 
conflict through diplomacy 
and dialogue, as well as 
engagement between all 
stakeholders. 

This was Mr Modi’s third 
meeting with the Ukraine 
leader. He conveyed India 
remains open to provide all 
support within its means to 
facilitate a lasting and peace-
ful resolution of the con-
flict. 

Mr Modi began his US 
visit with a meeting with 
the US President. In a special 
gesture, President Biden 
hosted the meeting at his 
home in Wilmington, 
Delaware. The two agree-

ments signed during the 
meeting included the Indo-
Pacific Economic Framework 
Agreement and the India-
US Drug Policy framework. 

In his address at the Quad 
Summit, the Prime Minister 
said Quad is committed for 
a free, open, inclusive and 
prosperous Indo Pacific. He 
said Quad is here to stay, to 
assist, to partner and to com-
plement. 

Quad leaders appreciated 
the Prime Minister and India 
for its leadership role in the 
Indian Ocean. To take the 
Quad agenda forward, the 
Quad leaders adopted the 
Quad Wilmington Declara-
tion. 

At the Cancer Moonshot 
event, the Prime Minister 
said that India will contribute 
40 million vaccine doses for 
Indo-Pacific countries under 
GAVI-the Vaccine Alliance 
and QUAD initiatives. 

On the sidelines of the 
Quad summit, Prime Minister 
Modi also held bilateral 
meetings with Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
and Australian Prime Min-
ister, Anthony Albanese.

Kolkata was the first 
city where trams were 
introduced, followed by 
Bombay (now Mumbai). 
The trams were abol-
ished in Mumbai many 
decades ago. 

NRI quota business in education 
must stop now: Supreme Court 

India, Germany, Japan, Brazil 
call for urgent reform of UNSC 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
The “Group of Four” countries, 
which includes India, Ger-
many, Japan and Brazil, have 
again called for an urgent 
reform of the United Nations 
Security Council through 
text-based negotiations. 

The four countries, 
which are all claimants for 
permanent seats in the 
UNSC, stressed that a com-
prehensive reform of the 
Security Council is an essential
part of any endeavour to 
make the UN better reflect 
contemporary geopolitical 
realities and thus fit for the 
present and future. 

External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar, Foreign Minister 
of Germany Annalena Baer-
bock, Japan Foreign Minister 
Yoko Kamikawa and Brazil 
Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira 
met Monday on the margins 
of the 79th Session of the 
UN General Assembly to dis-
cuss the prospects for a 
reform of the UNSC. 

''Glad to join the traditional 

#G4 Foreign Ministers Meeting 
along with colleagues@ABaer-
bock, @Kamikawa_Yoko and 
Mauro Vieira in New York 
today. G4 reaffirmed its com-
mitment for an urgent reform 
of the United Nations Security 
Council through Text Based 
Negotiations,'' Mr Jaishankar 
wrote on social media platform 
X.  The G4 ministers reiterated 
their call for the expansion 
of the UN Security Council 
in both permanent and non-
permanent categories of 
membership, which has been 
supported by a significant 
number of member states 
throughout the negotiation 
process, in order to increase 
the Council’s legitimacy and 
ensure its effectiveness, a 
statement issued by the four 
ministers said. 

PARMOD KUMAR 
NEW DELHI, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
Expressing its misgivings 
over the Punjab government’s 
notification broadening the 
definition of the relatives of 
the Non-Resident Indians 
(NRIs) to include their nearest 
relations, the Supreme Court 
on Tuesday termed it as a 
“fraud” that undermined the 
quality of the country’s edu-
cation system, stating that 
NRI quota system must come 
to an end.   

Dismissing the three peti-
tions, including one by the 
Punjab government, chal-
lenging the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court’s order 
quashing a 20 August 2024, 
notification that broadened 
the definition of NRI relatives, 
a bench of Chief Justice D.Y. 

Chandrachud, Justice J.B. 
Pardiwala and Justice Manoj 
Misra said: “We must stop 
this NRI quota business now! 
This is complete fraud and 
this is what we are doing to 
our education system! Judges 
know what they are dealing 
with. The High Court has 
dealt with the case thread-
bare.” 

The 20 August notification 
by the Punjab government 
broadened the definition to 
include uncles, aunts, grand-
parents and cousins.
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Tea estates face disruptions as 
workers ask for higher bonus
A section of workers, led by another faction, has been agitating in the Terai and Dooars regions

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
SILIGURI, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 

A
fter five rounds of 
lengthy discussions, 
the tea industry in 
the Terai and Dooars 

regions reached a consensus 
on a 16 per cent base rate for 
bonus disbursement across 
all tea gardens, with certain 
concessions granted to some 
estates. 

However, despite this 
negotiated agreement, dis-
ruptions have been reported 
in several tea estates, with 

workers demanding a higher 
bonus. 

Since yesterday, a section 
of workers, led by another 
faction, has been agitating 
in the Terai and Dooars. 
Interestingly, a faction of the 
BJP, allegedly led by John 
Barla, former MP and Union 
min ister, protested by burning 
effigies of BJP leaders Jugal 
Jha and Rajesh Barla, demand-
ing a 20 per cent bonus.  

These demonstrations 
took place in Kalchini in the 
Dooars and Belgachhi in the 
Terai. 

Rebel leaders accused 
some trade union leaders of 
colluding with garden owners 
to settle for the 16 per cent 
bonus, thereby depriving the 
workers of their rightful share. 

Meanwhile, in the Hills, 
tea workers have also begun 
agitating for a 20 per cent 
bonus, coinciding with today's 
second round of tripartite 
negotiations in Siliguri.  

The labour department 
had to call a reconciliation 
meeting after several incon-
clusive bipartite talks between 
the Darjeeling Tea Association 
(DTA) and Hill-based trade 

unions. While the unions 
demanded 20 per cent, Hill 
planters offered only 9.5 per 
cent in the last meeting. 

Commenting on the unrest 
in the Terai and Dooars, P K 
Bhattacharjee, secretary gen-
eral of the Tea Association 
of India (TAI), said, "This is 
against the spirit of collective 
bargaining, especially when 
the agreement was reached 
in the presence of Alipurduar 
Manoj Tigga, Rajya Sabha 
member Prakash Baraik and 
state minister Bulu Chik 
Baraik." 

Mr Bhattacharjee noted 

that the tea industry in north 
Bengal has been grappling 
with a prolonged crisis, which 
has put its economic viability 
at risk. This year, extreme 
weather conditions have 
damaged tea bushes, resulting 
in significantly lower pro-
duction.  

According to the Tea Board 
of India, West Bengal saw a 
21 per cent drop in production 
as of July 2024, compared to 
the same period last year. 
The first and second flush 
crops, which yield the high-
est-quality teas, were most 
affected, severely impacting 
the industry's cash flow. 

"Despite these challenges, 
the management agreed to 
make additional compensa-
tory payments beyond the 
Bonus Act of 1965 to ensure 
industrial peace, avoid further 
production losses, and help 
workers cope with rising 
living costs," Bhattacharjee 
added. 

The 16 per cent base rate 
for bonus disbursement is 
based on 12 months’ earnings 
for FY 2023-24.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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The secretary, department 
of fisheries, central govern-
ment, Dr Abhilaksh Likhi vis-
ited ICAR - Central lnland 
Fisheries Research Institute 
(CIFRI), Kolkata today for
reviewing the institute 
research and development 
in drone application for fish-
eries management. 

Scientists, state fisheries 
officials, fishermen and fish-
erwomen attended the event. 
During the presentation senior 
officers from fisheries depart-
ments from states, ministry 
of civil aviation, NAFED, 
NCDC, NERMARC, SFAC, 
ret a ilers, start-ups, fisheries 
subordinate offices, state 

government officials, FFPOs, 
cooperatives etc. are invited 
to join through virtual con-
ference. 

During the drone demon-
stration, Dr Likhi actively 
interacted with the fish farmers 
and fishers, listening to their 
experiences, success stories 
and the challenges they face 
in their daily operations.  

This interaction provided 
valuable insights into how 
modern technology, like 
drones, can address their 
needs, improve efficiency, 
and enhance productivity in 
the fisheries sector, while 
also offering a platform for 
them to voice their aspirations 
and concerns. 

Speaking on the occasion, 

the secretary said that pilot 
project undertaken by ICAR-
CIFRI will open new horizon 
in fisheries section by pro-
viding an effective and prom-
ising alternative for trans-
porting fresh fish with less 
time and minimum human 
involvement while minimizing 
stress to the fish. The research 
and development on fish 
transportation using drone 
technology with private part-
nership would also enable 
consumers and farmers to 
have better hygienic fresh 
fish in the supply chain system, 
he added. 

Dr Likhi said that Pradhan 
Mantri Matsya Samridhi Sah 
Yojana (PM-MKSSY) with an 
outlay of Rs 6,000 crore was 
approved in February, which 

aims to support formalization 
of the unorganized fisheries 
sector by creating a National 
Fisheries Digital Platform 
(NFDP) for providing work-
based identifies, fish farmers, 
fish vendors including the 
fisheries sector microenter-
prises and small enterprises 
by 2025. PM-MKSSY, through 
NFDP, will also facilitate 
access and incentivize uptake
of institutional credit, pur-
chase of aquaculture insur-
ance, strengthen co-opera-
tives to become FFPOs, adop-
tion of traceability, perform-
ance grant for adoption of 
practices that will bring in 
value-chain efficiencies and 
safety and quality assurance 
and job creation, the secretary 
added.

Top official reviews research & development in drone applications at CIFRI
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After almost two years Anubra-
ta Mondal returned home 
in Nichupatti in Bolpur today, 
directly from Dum Dum air-
port by road in the morning 
along with his daughter 
Sukanya Mondal. 

Two of his former close 
associates, correctional home 
minister Chandranath Sinha 
and Suri MLA Bikash Roy 
Choudhury and councillor 
of Bolpur Municipality Omar 
Sheikh failed to meet him 
after waiting outside his 
house and then went back. 

This incident has created 
a stir in political circles in 
the district as it is believed 
that both of them have not 
kept any connection with 
Anubrata after his arrest by 
CBI and then by ED, since 
the past two years. The security 
personnel posted outside 
the house did not allow them 
to enter the house. 

It was widely speculated 
that CM Mamata Banerjee 
will meet him during her 
visit to Birbhum district, but 
neither Anubrata Mondal 
met her nor she met her 

today. 
Anubrata, who looked 

tired due to his journey, cried 
seeing such a huge reception 
outside his house. A police 
picket has been posted outside 
his house and he has been 
provided Y-category security 
coverage. His daughter will 
also be provided security. 

His convoy from Kolkata 
was stopped at several places 
due to huge turnout of his 

followers in the route of his 
return. 

However his other close 
associates, core committee 
member Sudipto Ghosh, 
Gagan Sarkar, Mannan Hus-
sein, Sukumar Sadhu met 
him inside his house. 

His daughter Sukanya 
Mondal said that he is having 
leg pain after such a long 
journey and will take rest in 
the house.

Minister, MLA, councillor miss meeting 
Anubrata after his return from jail
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Former district president 
of Trinamul Congress in 
Birbhum district, Anubrata 
Mondal will get Y-category 
security coverage, said 
MSME minister Chan-
dranath Sinha on Monday. 
At present, in Birbhum dis-
trict Nobel laureate Amartya 
Sen gets Z-category security 
coverage. 

Chandranath Sinha told 
the media persons that 
before his arrest by CBI 
and ED, Anubrata used to 
get Y-category security 
cover from the state gov-
ernment. 

“Our chief minister has 
already said that Anubrata 
will be provided Y-category 
security once again after 

he reaches Birbhum from 
New Delhi. Not only Anu -
brata, but his daughter Su -
k  anya Mondal will also get 
security,” added the min-
ister. The chief minister, 
Mamata Banerjee visited 
Bolpur today to take part 
in an administration meet-
ing at Geetanjali auditorium 
in Bolpur. She is expected 
to hold a closed door meet-
ing with Anubrata also. 

“Already welcome gates 
have been set up for Anubra-
ta as he is returning after 
two years, along with 
Mamata Banerjee’s pictures 
welcoming both to Birbhum 
district.

Anubrata to get Y-category 
security: MSME minister
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TMC suspends Malbazar 
chairman: The state Trina-
mul Congress leadership 
has directed its Jalpaiguri 
district president, Mahua 
Gope, to suspend Swapan 
Saha, chairman of the Mal-
bazar Municipality, indefi-
nitely. This decision follows 
allegations of financial cor-
ruption against Mr Saha. 
Sources reveal that a 
lawyer filed a complaint 
against him, prompting the 
party to launch its own 
investigation. The inquiry 
uncovered significant 
financial irregularities in 
several government-spon-
sored schemes, including 
those for housing and 
drinking water. SNS 

 
 
Kavach trial conducted by 
RM: Railway minister, Ash-
wini Vaishnaw conducted a 
trial of the Kavach railway 
safety system on Tuesday.  
The trial was conducted 
from Sawai Madhopur to 
Sumerganj Mandii. Some of 
the tests included level 
crossing whistling test, 
permanent speed restric-
tion test and so on. SNS 

 

Sealdah division to run puja 
special trains: With 
‘unprecedented rush’ of 
passengers in almost all 
mail/express trains, spe-
cially the North Bengal 
bound ones, the Sealdah 
Division of the Eastern Rail-
way has planned to run 
nine different Puja special 
trains. The special trains 
catering to the huge 
demand are to be operated 
in October and November. 
According to the divisional 
office, the nine trains rec-
ommended for special 
services include trains 
from Sealdah to New Jal-
paiguri, Kolkata – Digha, 
Sealdah – New Alipurduar, 
Sealdah – Patna, Kolkata – 
Katihar, Kolkata – 
Jamalpur, Kolkata – Gaya, 
Sealdah – Saharsa and Seal-
dah – Gorakhpur.. SNS
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One hundred students com-
peted in the CBSE East Zone 
Boxing Championship 
which ended at Sidhu 
Kanhu Stadium today that 
was organized by Purv 
International School. � SNS

ER Asansol & 
Malda division 
holds meet 
with MPs
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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Eastern Railway held a 
high-level meeting with 
MPs over Asansol & Malda 
Divisions network in pres-
ence of Milind Deouskar, 
general manager, Eastern 
Railway, principal heads 
of departments and divi-
sional railway managers 
of Asansol & Malda divisions 
at Asansol today.  

In the divisional com-
mittee meeting, discussions 
were held on various key 
issues and development 
initiatives within Malda  
& Asansol division net-
work. 

In this meeting, Sha-
trughan Prasad Sinha, Kirti 
Azad Jha, Giridhari Yadav, 
Dr Sarfaraz Ahmad, Khagen 
Murmu, Ajay Kumar Man-
dal, Nalin Soren and Dulu 
Mahato were present. Rep-
resentatives of Rajiv Ranjan 
Singh, Union cabinet min-
ister of panchayati raj and 
minister of fisheries, animal 
husbandry and dairying 
Satabdi Roy, Khalilur 
Rahaman, Annapurna Devi, 
Union cabinet minister of 
women and child devel-
opment. Arun Bharati, and 
Isha Khan Chowdhary, MP 
were also present. 

The MPs were wel-
comed by Milind Deouskar, 
GM, Eastern Railway. Sha-
trughan Prasad Sinha, was 
elected as the president of 
the meeting to discuss on 
various issues to bring all 
round development in rail-
ways, passenger amenities 
& facilities as well as rail 
infrastructure.
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The Eastern India Regional 
Council (EIRC) of the Insti-
tute of Company Secretaries 
of India (ICSI) in collabo-
ration with Shri Shikshay-
atan College organized 
Udaan – Dreams Person-
ified, Career Pathways 
Expo 2024 on 21-22 Sep-
tember at Shri Shikshayatan 
College grounds. 

The two-day expo wit-
nessed a participation  
of over 3,000 students from 
vari ous schools and coll 
eges of Kolkata and pro-
vided the participants an 
unparalleled op port 
unity of connecting wi th 
more than 50 leading coll -
eges, universities, and in -
dustry experts under one 
roof. 

G K Khaitan, president, 
Shri Shikshayatan College, 
while expressing his grat-
itude to the ICSI for col-
laborating with the college 
for this landmark event, 
said, “The expo would help 
thousands of participating 
students and teachers make 
informed decisions about 
their future career paths”. 

CS (Dr) Mohit Shaw, 
chairman, EIRC of ICSI, 
in his address elaborated 
on the crucial role of com-
pany secretaries in the 
corporate pyramid.  

While detailing the path-
way to becoming a com-
pany secretary, he refer-
enced them as one of the 
key stakeholders in India’s 
economic ambition, con-
sistently contributing to 
its vision of becoming  
a multi-trillion-dollar  
economy.
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Junior doctors today severely 
criticized former BJP state 
president Dilip Ghosh for 
‘ridiculing’ citizens' movement 
on the R G Kar incident. The 
junior doctors have been car-
rying out protests demanding 
justice for the victim and her 
family at R G Kar Medical 
College. Along with that, they 
have been demanding 
improvements in the hospital's 
infrastructure and security. 
Common people also joined 
their movement, turning it 
into a citizens' movement 
beyond direct politics. How-
ever, BJP leader Dilip Ghosh 
has ridiculed the movement, 
calling it a "drama." 

Mr Ghosh questioned, 
"What has been gained by 
all this drama?" In response, 
the junior doctors hit back. 
They explained that this was 
a people's movement and, 
without naming him, asked 
the BJP leader what steps he 
had taken for justice for the 
victim as a politician with 
power. Today during a pro-
gramme, Dilip Ghosh raised 
questions about the role of 
the protest regarding the R 
G Kar incident.  Junior doctors 
had continuously staged 
protests and boycotts. They 
held marches to Lalbazar and 
the health department.  

Amid their protests, 
changes were made in the 
positions of Kolkata Police 
commissioner, director of 

health services and director 
of medical education. The 
state government has also 
taken several positive steps 
towards improving the hos-
pital's security and infra-
structure. When asked about
Dilip's comments on Tuesday, 
Kinjal Nanda, one of the 
junior doctors’ representatives, 
made it clear that the move-
ment was not limited to just 
the junior doctors. He said, 
“Whatever has been achieved, 
it’s because of this movement. 
Calling a people's movement
a drama insults the common 
people. Politicians also have 
a lot of power. What have 
they done from that position? 
We, as students, protested 
for justice. Our movement 
will continue until we get 

justice. Let him speak on 
that.” 
 
Dilip Ghosh ridicules Bengal 
government: 
BJP leader Dilip Ghosh 
ridiculed the Mamata Banerjee
government today in matters 
linked to the state's bid to 
dissociate from DVC. 

Ghosh came to Burdwan 
town today to join BJP's fort-
night long 'Seva Paksha' pro-
gramme. He said: "It's all 
rubbish that the chief minister 
has opted for her bid to dis-
sociate from the DVC. Two 
of her senior officials have 
already resigned from the 
board. These are all bogus 
and it's impossible for Bengal 
to get departed from DVC 
absolutely." 

Udaan, Career 
Pathways Expo
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Chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee is likely to hold a 
meeting with principals and 
vice-principals of all the 
medical colleges of the state 
on Thursday at Nabanna, 
sources at the state secretariat 
claimed. 

The meeting is also likely 
to be attended by the officers 
concerned of civil, electrical 
and IT departments of the 
medical colleges to discuss 
the progress made on putting 
in place the safety measures 
the government has already 
set in motion. The meeting 
on Thursday would be the 
first after the 46-day cease-
work by the junior doctors 
and the series of meetings 
the doctors had with the CM 
and the chief secretary. 

The state government has 
started a ‘Rattier Sathi’ app 
and drawn an action plan 
to streamline the safety and 
security measures and over-
haul of infrastructure in all 
the medical colleges and 
hospitals. 

Chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee has already anno -
unced to earmark Rs 100 cr 
for the infrastructure build-
up and streamlining of the 
safety and security measures 
at medical colleges and hos-
pitals. 

Sources in the state sec-
retariat claimed that to beef 

up security and safety of the 
medics and to keep it under 
surveillance, in all 500 CCTV 
cameras would be installed 
at the R G Kar hospital. 

Police sources said that 
there were already 190 CCTV 
cameras at the hospital and 
work on putting up 100 more 
cameras was on.

CM likely to hold meeting with principals, 
vice-principals of medical collegesRG Kar ex- superintendent, 

forensic surgeon quizzed
CBI also quizzed two postgraduate trainee associates of deceased doctor
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F
orensic surgeon Dr 
Apurba Biswas, who 
was part of the team 
conducting the autop-

sy of the body of the raped 
and murdered junior woman
doctor of R G Kar Medical 
College & Hospital last month, 
was questioned at the Central 
Bureau of Investigation's 
(CBI) Salt Lake office today. 

The CBI today also quizzed 
two postgraduate trainee 
associates of the deceased 
doctor at R G Kar.  

As sources put it, Dr Biswas, 
was mainly quizzed on what 
prompted him to carry out 
the alleged post-mortem after 
sunset. Was he under any 
compulsion from any quarters, 
the officers had reportedly 
asked. 

At the same time, the inves-
tigating officials also issued 

notice to the medical college 
and hospital's former medical 
superintendent & vice prin-
cipal Sanjay Vashisth to be 
present at the CBI office on 
Tuesday. 

This is the second time 
that Biswas has been ques-
tioned by the CBI officials in 
the matter. He faced a similar 
interrogation on 22 September. 
On that day, he told media 
persons that a neighbour of 
the victim’s family, who 

claimed to be an uncle of the 
victim, was insisting on a 
quick post-mortem of the 
body. The victim’s body was 
recovered from the seminar 
hall within the R.G Kar com-
plex on the morning of 9 
August. 

Sources said that already 
the CBI officials have detected 
a number of flaws in the post-
mortem process like the ama-
teurish language used in the 
autopsy report, especially 

regarding the mention of 
wounds on the victim’s body 
and the lackadaisical videog-
raphy of the process of post-
mortem. In such a situation, 
the investigating officials feel 
that the statements of the 
member of the post-mortem 
team are extremely crucial 
to carry forward the investi-
gation further, sources added. 

The CBI officials also feel 
that a second post-mortem 
of the body of the victim 
could have been extremely 
handy in the investigation 
process since more details 
could have surfaced from 
that.  

The victim’s parents have 
already alleged that their plea 
for preservation of the body 
of the victim was totally over-
looked during the initial inves-
tigation which was carried 
out by Kolkata Police before 
the charge of the probe was 
handed over to CBI.
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Eastern Railway (ER) is all 
set to celebrate 162 years of 
operations between the Seal-
dah station in Kolkata and 
Ranaghat (Ranaghat Jn today) 
as the first milestone towards 
establishing a rail link to 
Dhaka, the capital of mod-
ern-day Bangladesh, from 
the British capital of India 
at that time.  

The Maitree Express 
between the Kolkata Station 
(Chitpur) and Dhaka - which 
started running in 2008 - 
continued to take this route 
till July this year before the 
train was repeatedly cancelled 
as per requests from railway 
authorities in Bangladesh.  

"The inaugural train serv-
ice on the Sealdah-Ranaghat 
section ran on 29th September 
1862. The Sealdah-Ranaghat 
train services have a rich his-
tory dating back to 1857 
when Eastern Bengal Railway 
(EBR) was formed to construct 
a new rail line from Kolkata 
to Dhaka,” said Kausik Mitra, 
CPRO, ER.  

He said that at the outset, 
the line was built to serve 
the flourishing jute industry 
of Bengal. At that time, it 
became a hub for jute pro-
duction with 38 jute mills 
producing approximately 
31,000 looms.  

“While most mills were 
located on the banks of the 
Ganges around Kolkata (then 
Calcutta), jute was primarily 
grown in eastern Bengal that 
is now Bangladesh. The British 
wanted an efficient system 
to transport this jute crop to 
the mills, hence the decision 
for the new line,” he added.   

Mitra said that the Sealdah 
station, then, was nothing 
compared to what it is today, 
adding that little did the 
British know that Sealdah - 
in the heart of Kolkata - 
would turn out to be the hub 
of suburban railway traffic 
in the next 160-odd years. 
“As per historical records, 
the original station building 
of Sealdah was constructed 
in the year 1869. The original 
building has little resemblance 
to what the station looks like 
today,” he said.  

He added that today, the 
Sealdah-Ranaghat Section 
is the busiest in Sealdah 
North of Eastern Railway's 
Sealdah Division which con-
nects Kolkata seamlessly with 
the districts of Nadia and 
North 24-Parganas.  

“ER was formed in 1952, 
with the Sealdah division 
under its jurisdiction. The 
Sealdah - Ranaghat section 
was electrified in 1963 and 
the Bandel-Naihati section 
was subsequently electrified 
in 1965,” Mitra said. 

At least five wagons of an empty goods train 
derailed at Maynaguri Railway Station in Jalpaiguri 
district on Tuesday morning, disrupting train serv-
ices since 6:30 am. The incident occurred within 
the jurisdiction of the Alipurduar Railway Division 
under Northeast Frontier Railway. Following the 
derailment, railway authorities diverted trains 
through alternative routes as both the Up and 
Down lines at the accident site were damaged. 
Railway teams began clearing the tracks shortly 
after the Divisional Railway Manager (DRM) and 
other officials visited the scene. According to offi-
cial sources, the Up line was restored by 12 pm, 
and the Down line is expected to be operational 
by this evening. An investigation is underway to 
determine the exact cause of the derailment.SNS
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I know Sandip Ghosh because 
he and I, both are orthopaedic 
surgeons. I am also the chief 
minister’s family physician 
for a prolonged period of 
more than four decades, 
claimed Dr Shyama Prasad 
Das. 

In an exclusive interview 
to The Statesman on Tuesday, 
Dr Das, facing the wrath of 
the oppositions BJP, CPM, 
Congress and doctors’ com-
munity, clarified his stance. 

There have been allega-
tions against him of con-
trolling the government 
healthcare system, rigging 
and nepotism in the election 
process in different doctors’ 

bodies. Dr Das said he has 
no problem to face the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
for the sake of investigation 
if it summons him. 

The oppositions have also 
been demanding the CBI to 
interrogate Dr Das for the 
sake of the investigation. 

“I know Sandip Ghosh 
because he and I, both are 
orthopaedic surgeons. I didn’t 
have any talks with him on 
9 August when the incident 
happened,” Dr Das claimed. 

“Dr Avik De informed me 
about the incident first around 
10 am on 9 August and after 
that I had talks with him 
four to five times over phone 
during the day because I 
was trying to get updates 
about the situation from 

him. I had asked him to 
cooperate with concerned 
officials,” Dr Das said. 

“I have no connection 
with the incident and even 
in financial corruption. How 
could I control the health 
services as I am not in the 
state health department? I 
am a private practitioner 
and earn sufficient money 
to run my family,” he said. 

“You people from the 
media and a section of doctors 
are making me a villain 
because I am CM’s doctor. 
I am becoming a soft target 
because of a negative cam-
paign against me. I never 
discuss any healthcare related 
issues with the CM other 
than her and family’s health 
issues,” Dr Das said.

I’m a soft target: Dr S P Das Junior doctors condemn BJP leader’s remark on protests

ER set to celebrate 162 
years of rail connectivity 
between Dhaka & Kolkata

The meeting on Thursday would be the first 
after the 46-day cease-work by the junior doc-
tors and the series of meetings the doctors 
had with the CM and the chief secretary
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CPM creates cell to assist women 
protesters facing police excesses
During the demonstrations against the rape and murder of a junior doctor of R.G. Kar Hospital
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T
he CPI(M) leadership 
in West Bengal has 
formed a legal cell 
exclusively for giving 

assistance to women pro-
testers in case of police harass-
ment for demonstrations 
against the rape and murder 
of a junior doctor of R.G. Kar 
Medical College & Hospital 
in Kolkata.  

According to the CPI(M) 
politburo member and the 
party’s Secretary in West 
Bengal, Mohd Salim, the lead-
ership has received complaints 
of police harassment from a 
number of women protesters 
from different pockets in the 
state. 

They have complained 
about police personnel harass-
ing them for participating in 
protests or “reclaim the night” 
programmes, which are con-
tinuing even after over a 

month has passed since the 
crime took place. 

“There are complaints 
that many women protesters 
are being harassed by police 
for participating in the 
protests. Some of them are 
unnecessarily being sum-
moned at the local police 
stations. The police and local 
Trinamool Congress sup-

porters are threatening them,” 
Salim alleged. 

He said that the special 
legal cell constituted for the 
aid of the women protesters 
will have women advocates 
only. 

“Our advice is that if any 
woman protester is unnec-
essarily summoned to the 
police station, she should 

contact any member of the 
legal cell instead of going 
alone to the police station,” 
Salim said. 

He also said that the Tri-
namool Congress legislator 
from Panihati Assembly con-
stituency in North 24 Parganas 
district, Nirmal Ghosh, who 
faced a marathon interroga-
tion on Monday by the officials 

of the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI), should 
be subjected to custodial 
interrogation by the central 
agency sleuths. 

Incidentally, the ancestral 
residence of the R.G. Kar 
victim comes under Panihati 
where Ghosh is the ruling 
party MLA. 

Ghosh accompanied the 
members of the victim’s 
family to the hospital on the 
morning of August 9 when 
her body was recovered from 
a seminar hall within the R.G 
Kar premises. 

Ghosh was also spotted 
at the Panihati Crematorium 
at the time of the cremation 
of the body of the victim. 

After coming out of the 
CBI office on Monday evening, 
Ghosh said that he accom-
panied the parents of the RG 
Kar rape and murder victim 
to the hospital on August 9 
as a responsible elected public 
representative.
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Techno India Group in col-
laboration with Ecole Intuit 
Lab (Kolkata) and Techno 
Main Salt Lake, hosted POSI-
FLY – Winds of Hope, an 
event where students express 
their creativity and positivity 
by crafting beautiful kites 
and flying them together. 
This uplifting initiative rep-
resents the spirit of hope 
and resilience, with each 
kite soaring as a symbol of 
strength and optimism. 

“Throw your dreams into 
space like a kite, and you do 
not know what it will bring 
back, a new life, a new friend, 
a new love, a new country. 
POSIFLY - Winds of Hope is 
a collective effort by our stu-
dents to spread hope and 
positivity in a world that 
often faces uncertainty. 
Through their art and cre-
ativity, these students remind 
us that hope, much like a 
kite, can help fly us higher, 
and together, we can soar 

above any challenges. As the 
kites soar into the sky, I want 
us all to remember that just 
like the wind helps lift the 
kites, our positive attitudes 
and unity can uplift us through 
any situation,” said Prof 
Manoshi Roychowdhury, co-
ch a irperson, Techno India 
Group. 

The event showcased kites 
designed by students from 
Techno Kids school, Techno 
India University, Ecole Intuit 
Lab, Kolkata and Techno 
Main Salt Lake, who have 
put their heart and soul into 
creating vibrant, unique 
pieces. Each kite represented 
dreams and aspirations, offer-
ing a colorful metaphor for 
overcoming adversity with 
grace and determination.
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In a landmark development 
for the Institute of Engineering 
& Management (IEM) and 
the University of Engineering 
& Management (UEM), Prof 
Dr Biswajoy Chatterjee, vice-
chancellor, UEM, Jaipur, and
Prof Dr Pra bir Kumar Das, 
head, dep artment of ba sic 
science and humanities, IEM, 
Kol kata, recently participated 
in the prestigious European 
Association for International 
Education (EAIE) conference 
held at MEETT, Toulouse, 
France.  

This esteemed event has 
opened up unparalleled 
opportunities for IEM-UEM 
students to pursue study 
abroad programmes at top-
ranked universities across 
the USA, UK, Canada, Aus-
tralia, Singapore, Switzerland, 
Germany, Spain, and many 
other countries. 

During their visit, Prof Dr 
Chatterjee and Prof Dr Das 
were honored by Madhav R 

Sulpule, first secretary of the 
Embassy of India, France 
and Sadaf Chaudhary, Consul, 
Consulate General of India, 
France, in recognition of 
their contributions to inter-
national education and aca-
demic excellence. This recog-
nition highlights the growing 
global influence of IEM-UEM 
and its commitment to pro-
viding students with oppor-
tunities that extend beyond 
borders. 

The visit facilitated ground-
breaking discussions and 
collaborations with some of 
the world’s most renowned 
academic institutions, ensur-
ing that IEM-UEM students 
gain access to world-class 
educational resources, 
advanced research oppor-
tunities, and cross-cultural 
experiences.

Strengthening global study 
abroad opportunities

Students let their imagination 
fly at winds of hope event
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A child suffering from breath-
ing trouble, died in an ambu-
lance last night while it was 
stuck in a roadblock for long 
hours.  

The roadblock was in place, 
and the ambulance got stuck 
at Ward 10 in Jangipur in 
Murshidabad. 

Inside the ambulance, the 
child struggled with severe 
respiratory distress.  

Tragically, the child died 
before reaching the hospital.  

The horrifying incident 
sparked uproar in the area 
near Ward 10 of Jangipur 
Municipality in Murshidabad.  

Allegedly, the chairman 
of the TMC-led municipality 
was present at the blockade.  

According to police and 
local sources, the roadblock 
was on till last night.  

During this time, the child, 
suffering from breathing dif-
ficulties, was being transported 
from Lalgola to Jangipur hos-
pital. 

The family claimed that 

the ambulance got stuck due 
to the blockade and was not 
allowed to pass.  

They further alleged that 
despite multiple pleas, no 
arrangements were made to 
let them through.  

Police were present, as 
well as the chairman of 
Jangipur Municipality.  

The delay in reaching the 
hospital proved fatal, and 
the child could not be saved.  

A relative of the child said, 
"I repeatedly pleaded with 
sir, ‘Please let us through, 
sir. I can see the road is clear. 
I can see the chairman as 
well. Please help us. At least 
let us through on a scooter.’ 
But they never allowed it. I 
somehow forced my way and 
took the child to the hospital... 
The doctor said we were too 
late." 

Jangipur Municipality 
chairman Majiful Islam stated, 
"We repeatedly made 
announcements urging the 
crowd to lift the blockade. I 
even sent the boy on a motor-
cycle. He was admitted to 
the hospital."

Child dies in ambulance 
stuck in roadblock

A protest rally by 2022 TET cleared candidates in Kolkata on Tuesday. � BISWAJIT GHOSHAL

JOB DEMAND

Experts insist 
on awareness 
programmes to 
prevent lighting 
deaths
KANCHAN SIDDIQUI 
BANKURA, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
Lighting and thunder 
squalls since long have 
been playing havoc with 
the people of Bankura, 
claiming dozens of lives 
each year. This has prompt-
ed folk artists to come for-
ward generating mass 
awareness to prevent 
untimely deaths. 

Most of the victims of 
lightning and thunderbolts 
in south Bengal districts, 
as environment experts 
claimed, have happened 
due to lack of awareness 
about 'highly unsafe' zones 
during such catastrophic 
conditions. 

In Bankura, 33 persons 
died due to lighting in 
2023 and the recorded fig-
ure between 1 April and 
mid of September 2024 
was 16. "It's reduced almost 
to half this year, compared 
to last year and we've 
extended extensive mass 
awareness campaigns in 
schools, colleges, public 
places and even in pan-
chayats to make people 
understand about 'do's & 
don’ts during bad weather, 
which possibly has started  
yielding results," Siyad N, 
DM, Bankura told The 
Statesman. 

He added, "In Khatra 
sub-division alone, we've 
organised nearly 80 aware-
ness programmes about 
prevention from lightning 
and snakebites." 

The Bengal government 
has started disbursing Rs 
2 lakh as ex-gratia amount 
as compensation for each 
lightning casualty, inci-
dentally. 

Bankura recorded most 
of the lightning deaths 
either in farmlands, 
beneath the trees.  

"Such deaths could be 
prevented had they fol-
lowed certain common 
measures by not standing 
under trees or not handling 
metal objects like spades 
while working during 
storms," said Gautam Gan-
guly, chief of 'My Dear 
Trees and Wild', a ministry 
of culture assigned agency 
in Bankura. 

This esteemed event 
has opened up unparal-
leled opportunities for 
IEM-UEM students to 
pursue study abroad 

 
I, SEEMA Karmakar, 
W/o. Sanjib Karmakar, 
resident of K.N.C. Road, 
P.O. + P.S.: Barasat, 
District: North 24 
Parganas, Kolkata-
700124, W.B. my name 
has been wrongly 
recorded as Sima 
Karmakar in my son's 
(Shubhajeet Karmakar) 
birth certificate. On 29-
09-2024 vide Affidavit 
No. 4717 at Barasat 
Court, Judicial 
Magistrate (1st Class) 
declared that my correct 
name is Seema 
Karmakar. Sima Kar-
makar and Seema Kar-
makar are the same per-
son. 
 
I, SANGHITA 
Mukherjee, daughter of 
Nilratan Mukherjee, 
residing at 181, Postal 
Park, Arunadaya 
Sangha, P.O. + P.S.: 
Bansdroni, Kol.-700070, 
Dist.: 24 Parganas (S), 
West Bengal, do hereby 
declare through an affi-
davit sworn before the 
Metropolitan Magistrate, 
1st Class at Kolkata vide 
No. 2403 dated: 18-06-
2024 changed the sur-
name of my minor son 
Animikh Kahali (Father’s 
Name: Pradipta Kahali) 
from ‘Kahali’ to 
‘Mukherjee’ being his 
natural guardian. 
Animikh Kahali and 
Animikh Mukherjee is 
the one and same identi-
cal person hereinafter 
everywhere. 
 
 

 
I, SRI Kausik Mukherjee 
alias Mukhopadhyay, 
son of Late Monoranjan 
Mukherjee, aged about 
55 years, residing at 
3/47/D, Viveknagar, 
P.O.: Santoshpur, P.S.: 
Garfa, Kolkata-700075, 
do hereby declare that 
by an affidavit which was 
duly affirmed before the 
Learned Judicial 
Magistrate, Calcutta on 
12-09-2024 vide No. 
1889 that Kausik 
Mukherjee and Kausik 
Mukhopadhyay is the 
same and identical per-
son. 
 
I,  MANIKUNTALA 
Dasmahapatra, W/o. 
Late Kanak Kanti Das 
Mahapatra, R/o. Vill. & 
P.O.: Bachhipur, P.S.: 
Bhagwanpur, Dist.: 
Purba Medinipur. In the 
P.P.O. and Pension 
Certificate my name and 
my husband's name was 
wrongly recorded as 
Mani Kunthala and Smt. 
Manikunthala Das 
Mahapatra and Kanak 
Kanti Mahapatra. I here-
by declare before the Ld. 
1st Class Judicial 
Magistrate at Contai vide 
Affidavit No. 1837 dated 
04-09-2024 that Mani 
Kunthala, Smt. 
Manikunthala Das 
Mahapatra and 
M a n i k u n t a l a 
Dasmahapatra are same 
and identical person and 
Late Kanak Kanti 
Mahapatra and Kanak 
Kanti Das Mahapatra 
both are same and iden-
tical person. 

 

 
UTTAR Banga Krishi 
Viswavidyalaya, P.O.: 
Pundibari, Dist.: Cooch 
Behar-736165 (W.B.) – 
Ref. No. 701 / UBKV / 
Est. / EOI-WD, Date: 23-
09-2024 –Abridged 
Expression of Interest 
(EOI) – EOI is hereby 
invited from experienced 
and bona fide agencies 
for the job of excavation 
of a pond at an area of 
3.00 (three) acre and 
subsequent fish farming 
for five years at Regional 
Research Station (Old 
Alluvial Zone), Uttar 
Banga Krishi 
V i s w a v i d y a l a y a , 
Majhain, Dakshin 
Dinajpur, West Bengal-
733133. Last date of 
submission of EOI is 22-
10-2024. For details log 
on to University website: 
www.ubkv.ac.in 

Registrar (Actg.) 

LOST AND FOUNDCHANGE OF 
NAME

CHANGE OF 
NAME
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tion. The Statesman Group doesn't vouch any claim made by the 
advertisers of products and services. The printer, publisher, Editor 
and owners of The Statesman Group publications shall not be held 
liable for any cons quences, in the event such claims are not hon-
oured by the advertisers. For any loss incurred, the onus lies 
entirely with advertisers and not with the publication..

HINDUSTAN ZINC LIMITED 
Reg Office: Yashad Bhawan, Udaipur 

Rajasthan-313004 
NOTICE OF LOSS OF SHARES 

Notice is hereby given that the following share certificates have been reported as lost / mis-
places and the company intends to issue duplicate certificates in lieu thereof, in due course. 
Any person who has a valid claim on the said shares should lodge such claim with the compa-
ny at its registered office within 15 days hereof. 
 
Name of the Holder(s)         Folio             No. of Shares           Certificate                      Dist. No.(s) 
                                            Number               (Rs. 2 f.v)    No.(s) 
                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                      From                     To 
RAJANI CHHARIA          R000962 2500  877 2112020691 2112023190 
RAJANI CHHARIA          R000962 2500 2172 4224680191 4224682690 
 

Investor Name: RAJANI CHHARIA 
Address: 98, B.K. Paul Avenue, Kolkata-700005 

Date: 24-09-2024 

NOTICE 
It is hereby informed you that one Sale Deed being No. 
746/2006 which was duly registered at ARA-III, Kolkata 
on 07-06-2006 has been lost from the custody of my 
client namely Sobhan Lal Chatterjee, S/o. Samarendra 
Nath Chatterjee of the property measuring 6 cottahs 12 
chittaks, in Mouza Baidyabati, J.L. No. 5, comprised in 
R.S. Dag No. 426 corresponding to L.R. Dag No. 467 
under R.S. Khatian No. 329 corresponding to L.R. 
Khatian No. 6557 of 71(35), Beni Banerjee Lane, under 
ambit of Baidyabati Municipality. If the Deed is not found  
within 15 days from the publication any claim, demand 
will not be entertained and certified copy of the deed will 
be treated as original. 

Sandipan Ghosh 
Advocate 

Serampore Court 
Date: 23-09-2024                               F/826/1057/2012 

LEGAL NOTICETENDERS
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PARMOD KUMAR 
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The Supreme Court on Tues-
day directed the States and 
the Union Territories to imple-
ment the Centre's guidelines 
on safety and security of chil-
dren in schools and asked 
the National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) to coordinate and 
monitor the implementation 
of the guidelines and seek 
status reports. 

Noting that the Centre has 
notified the guidelines on the 
safety and security of children 
in schools, a bench of justice 
B.V. Nagarathna and Justice 
N. Kotiswar Singh directed 
the central government to 
send the copies of the guide-

lines to the Chief Secretaries 
of the States and the UTs 
Administrators.   

 The top court’s direction 
on the implementation of 
the guidelines came on an 
application by NGO Bachpan 
Bachao Andolan which had 
sought the enforcing of the 
guidelines in the wake of the 
recent incidents of sexual 
assault on children in some 
schools, including Badlapur 
in Maharashtra. 

Appearing for the NGO 
Bachpan Bachao Andolan, 
senior advocate H.S. Phoolka 
told the court that only five 
states have implemented the 
Centre's guidelines for the 
safety of the children. 

The matter is pending 
since 2019, when the top 

court had issued notice on 
May 6, 2019. 

Stating that the safety of 
the children is being compro-
mised and they are being sub-
jected to “sexual abuse and 
assault” due to the failure of 
the state/UTs to notify the 
guidelines, the NGO said: 
“These guidelines have been 
developed for fixing the account-
ability of the school manage-
ment in the matter of safety 
and security of children studying 
in government, Government-
aided and private schools.” 

The guidelines were framed 
by the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development (HRD) 
in consultation with the 
National Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR). 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 

D
efence Minister 
Rajnath Singh 
Tuesday under-
lined the impor-

tance of ultra-modern tech-
nology on maritime borders, 
saying it acts as a force mul-
tiplier to further strengthen 
the country's security sys-
tem. 

Sharing his vision to make 
the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) 
one of the world's strongest 
coast guards, he emphasised 
the need to move forward 
from being a human-oriented 
to a technology-oriented 
force to deal with conventional 
as well as emerging threats 
in today’s unpredictable 
times. 

Mr Singh was inaugurating 
the three-day 41st edition of 
ICG Commanders’ Confer-
ence in New Delhi. This apex 
annual gathering serves as a 
vital forum for ICG Senior 
Commanders to engage in 

meaningful discussions on 
pressing strategic, operational, 
and administrative matters, 
all framed against the back-
drop of shifting geopolitical 
landscapes and the com-
plexities of maritime security. 
The conference plays a crucial 
role in shaping the future 
course of the ICG. 

The minister said, “The 
world is going through a

phase of technological rev-
olution. In this era of Artificial 
Intelligence, Quantum Tech-
nology and drones, the field 
of security is witnessing sig-
nificant changes. Given the 
current geopolitical situation, 
maritime threats will increase 
in the future. We need to be 
alert and ready. The impor-
tance of manpower will always 
remain, but the world should 

know us as a technology-
oriented Coast Guard.” 

He stressed the benefits 
of incorporating latest tech-
nology while exhorting the 
Commanders to remain wary 
of its negative side. He termed 
technology as a double-edged 
sword and called upon ICG 
to be proactive, vigilant and 
prepared to tackle the poten-
tial challenges. 

Mr Singh reiterated the 
government's commitment 
to modernise and bolster the 
Armed Forces and ICG with 
indigenous platforms and 
equipment. On the efforts 
being made to attain ‘Aat-
manirbharta’, he stated that 
31 ships for ICG worth more 
than Rs 4,000 crore, are being 
built by Indian shipyards. 

He also highlighted the 
approvals accorded by the 
Defence Acquisition Council 
to enhance the capabilities 
of ICG, which include pro-
curement of Multi-Mission 
Maritime Aircraft, Software 
Defined Radios, Interceptor 
Boats, Dornier aircraft and 
Next Generation Fast Patrol 
Vessels. 

Asserting that the three 
Services are evolving them-
selves with changing times, 
Mr Singh urged the ICG to 
continue improving itself, 
creating a unique identity, 
gaining expertise in its domain, 
and moving forward with 
renewed vigour.

Coast Guard must become a 
tech-oriented force: Rajnath

SC: Implement guidelines on 
safety of children in schools 

EC reviews preparedness for Jharkhand polls
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 24 SEPTEMBER  

 
Chief Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Rajiv Kumar, along 
with Election Commissioners 
(ECs) Gyanesh Kumar and 
SS Sandhu, reviewed the pre-
paredness for the forthcoming 
Assembly elections in Jhark-
hand, and asked the con-
cerned officials to ensure 
free and fair elections, main-
taining highest standards of 
impartial conduct for a level 
playing field. 

A delegation of the Election 
Commission (EC) led by 
Kumar held a detailed and 
comprehensive review of the 
poll preparedness in Ranchi 
during its two-day visit to 
the poll-bound state. 

The term of the Jharkhand 

Assembly is due to expire on 
5 January 2025 and the elec-
tions to its 81 constituencies 
are due. 

During the two-day  visit 
of the  poll panel delegation,  
representatives of national 
and state political parties, 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP), 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
Communist Party of India 
(Marxist), Indian National 
Congress (INC), National Peo-
ple’s Party (NPP), All Jharkhand 
Students Union (AJSU) Party, 
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 

(JJM) and Rashtriya Janata 
Dal (RJD), came to meet it, 
the EC said  in a communique' 
here on Tuesday. 

Among the issues raised 
by the political parties included 
consideration of various fes-
tivities like Diwali, Chhath, 
Durga Pooja and state foun-
dation day in the month of 
October and November, before 
deciding on the election sched-
ule for enhanced participation 
in the election process. Some 
parties raised concerns about 
hate speech during campaign-
ing. The parties requested for 
a single-phase election. They 
also urged for an error free 
electoral roll and to ensure a 
free and fair elections with 
non-partisan action by local 
civil and police administration 
for a level playing field. 

Maha CID launches probe into 
‘encounter killing’ of rape accused
AGENCIES  
THANE, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
Maharashtra Crime Investi-
gation Department (CID) has 
taken over the probe into the 
sensational ‘encounter killing’ 
of Akshay A. Shinde, the prime 
accused in the Badlapur rape 
of two nursery girls, officials 
said here on Tuesday. 

As per protocols in such 
cases, a CID team went to the 
Mumbra Police Station, Thane, 
where the formal cases have 
been filed pertaining to Akshay 
Shinde’s death in police firing 
after a gun-fight with a police 
escort team when he was 
being shifted from Taloja Jail 
in Raigad to Badlapur town 
here Monday. 

Officials indicated that the 
new special probe team formed 
by the Thane Police Com-
missioner on Monday would 
hand over the relevant papers 
to the CID for further inves-
tigations. 

Meanwhile, Akshay 
Shinde’s autopsy was con-
ducted this afternoon with a 
medical team comprising 
three doctors at the Sir J. J. 
Hospital in Mumbai and later 
taken back to the Chhatrapati 

Shivaji Maharaj Hospital in 
Kalwe (Thane). 

After completing the rel-
evant formalities, it would be 
handed over for the last rites 
to the family, said an official. 

Earlier today, the Thane 
Police said that the Mumbra 
Police have registered an acci-
dental death report after 
Akshay Shinde’s encounter 
killing in self-defence by the 
police escort team. 

The police have lodged a 
separate case against the 
deceased under the BNS and 
Arms Act for snatching an 
Assistant Police Inspector 
Nilesh More’s service revolver 
and firing at him near the 

Mumbra Bypass Road on 
September 23 around 6 pm. 

Akshay Shinde, 24, working 
as a sweeper since Aug. 1 with 
the Adarsh Vidya Prasarak 
Sanstha (AVPS)’s primary 
school, was charged with the 
alleged rape of two nursery 
girls aged 3 and 5 in the toilet 
on August 12 and 13, though 
it came to light only after Inde-
pendence Day celebrations. 

He was arrested on August 
17 and as the matter erupted 
into the public domain it led 
to a nationwide outrage, a 
massive 10-hour citizens’ 
protest in Badlapur and 
demands to hang him publicly, 
blockade of Central Railway 
trains and local roads, slogans 
against the government and 
demanding justice for the 
two minor victims. 

Rattled by the case fallout 
ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions, the MahaYuti govern-
ment also initiated a series of 
remedial steps including the 
suspension of 4 cops, sacking 
the AVPS Trustees, transferring 
the case to a fast-track court, 
and other strong measures 
to quell the public anger and 
blunt the Opposition Maha 
Vikas Aghadi’s fierce attacks. 

Mr Singh was inaugurating the three-day 41st edition of ICG Commanders’ Conference in New Delhi

Agriculture minister begins  
regular dialogue with farmers
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
Union Minister for Agriculture 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan Tues-
day set in motion the process 
of dialogue with farmers and 
farmers' organisations in 
Delhi. 

''As I have said before, 
agriculture is the backbone 
of India's economy and farm-

ers are its soul and serving 
farmers is like worshiping 
God for us. He said that last 
time when I was discussing 
the achievements of 100 days, 
I decided that I will start a 
series of meetings with farmers 
or farmer organisations every 
Tuesday because many times 
we do not understand the 
problems while sitting in the 
office,'' he said on the occa-

sion. 
He said It is the govern-

ment's duty to directly com-
municate with those who 
have problems, and discuss 
with them any issue that 
comes up. Officials from the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research (ICAR) were 
also present during the dia-
logue.

Badlapur horror: MVA picks holes in police 
‘encounter’ claim; parents allege ‘contract killing’
AGENCIES  
MUMBAI, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
The Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) 
has questioned the killing 
of Akshay S. Shinde, the 
prime accused in the Badlapur 
rape case, while his parents 
have alleged that it was a 
'contract killing' by the Thane 
Police, here on Tuesday. 

MVA allies, Nationalist 
Congress Party (SP)'s Presi-
dent Sharad Pawar and former 
Minister Anil Deshmukh, 
besides Shiv Sena (UBT)'s 
Aditya Thackeray, Chief 
Spokesperson Sanjay Raut, 
MP Priyanka Chaturvedi and 
others criticised the MahaYuti 
government on various 
counts, seeking a probe by 
a retired High Court judge. 

Pawar questioned the lax-
ity of the Home Department 
in transferring the main 
accused, as the injustice 
meted out on the two minor 
girls in the Badlapur school 
should have been executed 
within the proper framework 

of the law. “It seems the gov-
ernment has become weak 
in showing the threat of the 
laws so that nobody would 
dare think of such a repre-
hensible act in the future. 

We expect that the exact sit-
uation will come out after a 
thorough probe," Pawar said. 

Aditya Thackeray raised 
many doubts on where is the 
trustee of the (Adarsh Vidya 

Prasarak Sanstha – AVPS) 
school, why are they being 
protected by the MahaYuti 
government and why is the 
Shiv Sena leader Waman 
Mhatre being shielded. 

"The citizens who joined 
the protest are being treated 
like gangsters, will the cases 
against them be withdrawn? 
They were raising their voice 
against the police refusal to 
file the complaint of the vic-
tims' parents a week after -- 
who were the police protect-
ing? It is said that the school 
is affiliated with the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, is it true, the 
government must answer," 
Thackeray demanded. 

The former Home Min-
ister, Anil Deshmukh won-
dered how, "when the hands 
of the accused were tied up, 
he could grab a pistol and 
start firing," and sought to 
know the status of the 
absconding ACPS trustees. 

"The accused Akshay 
Shinde was working as a 
toilet sweeper in the school 

(since August 1), then where 
did he learn to operate a 
firearm, fired to injure himself 
and a police official," Raut 
asked. 

"The accused is dead. The 
other co-accused who were 
school trustees and BJP work-
ers are on the run. Such a 
textbook case of shoot-and-
scoot tactics applied an 
incompetent government. 
Coming soon: Nobody sex-
ually assaulted the minor 
girls, a story written, spon-
sored and executed by the 
state government," said 
Chaturvedi in a jibe at the 
MahaYuti government. 

Akshay Shinde's parents 
- father Anna and mother 
Alka - on Tuesday morning 
have refused to believe the 
police claims of a 'shootout 
inside the van' in which their 
only son was killed. "This is 
a contract killing by the 
police… The government 
must take strong action against 
the perpetrators who killed 
our son," wailed Alka Shinde. 

TENDER

The term of the 81-
member Jharkhand 
legislative Assembly 
is due to expire on 5 
January 2025
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AGENCIES  
BENGALURU, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah has said that 
he will not shy away from 
any investigation in the MUDA 
case and was confident that 
the High Court's Tuesday 
order would be nullified in 
the coming days. 

Siddaramaiah's petition 
challenging the Governor's 
order to allow prosecution 
against him in the MUDA 
case was dismissed by the 
High Court. 

In his official statement 
regarding the quashing of 
his petition, CM Siddaramaiah 
said, "I have come to know 
about the High Court's order 

through the media. I will 
respond after obtaining a 
copy of the order and reading 
it. The court has completely 
rejected the prosecution sanc-
tioned by the Governor under 
Section 218," he maintained. 

"The justice has limited 
himself to Section 17(A) of 
the Prevention of Corruption 
Act of the Governor’s order. 
I do not shy away from any 
investigation. I will consult 

experts on whether such an 
investigation is legally per-
missible. After discussions 
with legal experts, I will decide 
on the next course of action," 
the CM stated. 

"In his complaint, the 
complainant had sought per-
mission for an investigation 
and prosecution under Sec-
tion 218 BNS, 17 (A), and 19 
of the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act. However, the Gov-
ernor had initially rejected 
the prosecution permission 
sought under Section 19 of 
the Prevention of Corruption 
Act, " CM Siddaramaiah 
underlined. 

"Today, the honourable 
court has clearly dismissed 
the prosecution sanction 

given by the Governor under 
Section 218 BNS. I am con-
fident that in the coming 
days, the truth will emerge, 
and the investigation granted 
under Section 17 (A) will be 
nullified," CM emphasized. 

"The people of the state 
are with me in this political 
battle. Their blessings are 
my protection. I believe in 
the law and the Constitution. 
In this fight, truth will ulti-
mately prevail," he stated. 

"This is a fight against the 
vengeful politics of the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi-led 
BJP government. Our legal 
battle against the BJP and 
JD(S)’s vengeful politics will 
continue. I have faith in the 
judiciary," he maintained. 

‘Confident of order getting 
nullified in coming days’

ED court asks Revanth to appear on 16 October 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
HYDERABAD, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
In a setback to Telangana 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy , the ED court at 
Nampally has summoned 
him to appear before it on 
October 16. He is an accused 
in the cash- for- vote case 
which had taken place in 

2015. 
Reddy, as a TDP MLA 

,was caught red handed 
offering a bribe of Rs 50 
lakh to the nominated Anglo-
Indian MLA  Elvis Stephen-
son to vote for the TDP can-
didate Vem Narender Reddy 
ahead of MLC election in 
Telangana. He is currently 
out on bail. Expressing dis-

pleasure on the absence of 
the accused in the case, the 
court ordered all the accused 
to attend the next  
hearing. 

Last week the Supreme 
Court refused to transfer 
the trial of the case from 
Telangana to Bhopal in Mad-
hya Pradesh while asking 
him not to interfere in the 

functioning of the prose-
cution in the case. The apex 
court also directed that the 
Director-General of the anti-
corruption bureau (ACB) 
would not report to the 
Chief Minister over prose-
cution of this particular 
case.  The BRS had 
approached the court to 
shift the trial to Bhopal. 
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Congress government in Himachal Pradesh working against its guarantees says BJP: Bharatiya Janta Party has strongly criticized the Congress government in Himachal Pradesh for working against its guarantees. The party has blamed the CM Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu government of burdening the common man of the state with its decision to increase utility costs and new taxes. BJP leaders Rakesh Jamwal, Sanjay Sharma, Sandeepni Bhardwaj, Vinod Thakur in a joint statement here on Tuesday attacked the state govern-
ment sharply and said that instead of managing its own expenses, the state government is shifting the financial strain onto the public, particularly those dependent on MANREGA wages. Alleging the Sukhu government of the state for making life difficult for the 
common man, they said that the instead of fulfilling its responsibility it is imposing arbitrary decisions on the people. “Sukhu government is imposing financial burden, one after another on the people for the comfort of  their friends. Instead of giving relief to the 
common man in this era of inflation, it is bent on making his life miserable,” they charged. After first imposing the burden of electricity bills on the pockets of the common man, now the burden of drinking water bills has been imposed, they stated. SNS



C M Y K

Jayadeva (c1170 ~ c1245 CE), 
the 12th century legendary 
Sanskrit poet, has been one of 
the greatest classical poets 

and singers of India. Like Kalidasa, 
his life is also shrouded in mystery 
and few authentic accounts are 
available about his life and work. 
Controversies about his ancestry 
and place of birth keep these de -
tails in the realm of speculation. 
Owing to the self-effacement phi-
losophy of ancient India’s rishis, 
poets, singers, literary and scien-
tific geniuses and unfortunate neg-
lect of historiography, writing of 
biography and autobiography, 
Jayadeva’s life history went into 
oblivion and was sought to be re -
constructed from bits of informa-
tion available at various places and 
interpretation of sundry events. 

It is a tragedy, rather a civili -
zational fault, that unlike the 
Greeks, ancient India did not bo -
ther to create formal schools, ins -
titutions and academies to bear 
the torch of this magnificent      
civilization and relied solely on 
the fragile Ashram and family-
based teaching system,thus los-
ing many treasures and real his-
tory. Our great poets and genius-
es including Jayadeva were        
victims of this neglect.  

Controversies about Jayade-
va’s place of birth and his sphere 
of literary and music activities 
have not died down even today, 
though slightly muted owing to 
new research by a number of his-
torians and scholars, and recent 
discoveries of stone inscriptions 
and archeological remains.  

Three regions ~ Mithila, Ben-
gal and Odisha ~ have claimed 
ownership of Jayadeva as son of 
their soil. Considerable confusion 
arose be cause of two reasons ~ 
existence of at least three poets 
and writers having the same name 
and the existence of three villages 
in three States named Kendu 
Bilwa, the supposed birthplace of 
Jayadeva. 

The only biographical work 
appreciating Jayadeva’s genius, 
life and work I could come across, 
was the eminent linguist Suniti 
Kumar Chatterji’s seminal work 
Makers of Indian Literature ~ 
Jaya deva (Sahitya Academy, New 
Del hi, 1973). According to Chat-
terji, “Jayadeva, the author of the 
Gita-Govinda is pre-eminent am -
ong Sanskrit poets and is acknow -
ledged universally to be the writer 
of the sweetest lyrics in the San-
skrit language. His name comes 
spontaneously at the end as the 
last poet in an enumeration of the 
classic poets of Sanskrit ~ Asva -
ghosa, Bhasa, Kalidasa, Bhartri-
hari, Harsadeva, Bharavi, Bhavab-
huti, Magha, Ksemendra, Soma -
deva, Bilhana, Sriharsa, Jayadeva. 
He is in fact the last of the classical 
poets of Sanskrit of pan-Indian 
celebrity, whose influence on the 
later poets and scholars all over 
India through his single work, the 
Gita-Govinda, is almost compara-
ble to that of the great Kalidasa 
himself.” Chatterji adds, “He thus 
stands at the yuga-sandhi, a con-
fluence of two epo chs, with a 
guiding hand for the new epoch 
that was coming. Jaya deva can 
truly be called the Last of the 
Ancients and the First of the Mod-
erns in Indian Poetry”. 

Apart from his exquisite in -
terpretations with English transla-
tions of the astapadis and the 
songs contained in various chap-
ters, Chatterji has, in this mono-
graph, analysed at great length the 
controversy and the competing 
claims surrounding Jayadeva’s 

birthplace and the places of his 
sojourn and activities.  

Although he has refrained 
from giving a final verdict with 
conclusive proof, his inclination to 
accept the Bengali narrative is not 
supported by historical evidence 
and has been disputed by many 
modern historians of Bengal and 
Odisha. Chatterji’s 
book kept the con-
troversy alive. 

Mithila’s claim 
rested on two con-
jectures – (a) Jaya -
deva was a Kanya -
kubja brahmin and 
since the Kanyakub-
ja brahmins hailed 
from Kannauj and 
Mithila, he must 
have been born in
Mithila and (b) 
there exists a village 
named Kenduli 
near Jhanjharpur in 
Mithila (now in 
Bihar). Mithila’s fee-
ble claim is, howev-
er, not supported by 
any historical or archeological evi-
dence. 

While Bengal made a strong 
case for appropriating poet Jaya -
deva, it must be remembered that 
Jayadeva of Gita Govinda had 
never captured the Bengali con-
sciousness until the advent of Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu who 
spearheaded the Bhakti Move-
ment in the eastern part of the 
sub-continent creating a Vaishna-
va cult with thousands of follow-
ers. It is one of his Vaishnav fol-
lowers, Banamali Das who wrote 
a book Jayadeva Charita in 1803, 
which was disseminated by Ben-
gali historians. In an article pub-
lished in the Asiatic Society of Ben-
gal, M M Chakraborty has men-
tioned that Kenduli village in Birb-
hum district where a Baul mela is 
held every year was the birthplace 
of poet Jayadeva.  

Moreover, the fact that ano -
ther village adjacent to Kenduli 
was christened as Jaydev Kenduli 
and the annual Baul festival was 
renamed as ‘Jayadeva mela’, 
which became a place of tou rist 
attraction, proves Jayadeva’s con-
nection with Kenduli. In Gita 
Govinda, however, Jayadeva men-
tions his birthplace as “Ken du bil -
va by the sea” (“Kendubilva Samu-
dra Sambhava”) in his 7th Ashta-
padi, and Birbhum, unlike Puri, 
doesn’t have any sea around! 

It is also contended by many 
writers like Shrila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakur that the Bengal King Lak-
shman Sen was so delighted to 
hear the sweet lyrics of Gita Govin-
da that he followed Jayadeva to his 
hut and invited him to be the royal 
poet in the King’s Court. In the 
Ben gali dictionary published by 

Ashutosh Deb, it 
was mentioned that 
Jayadeva was the 
court poet of Raja 
Laksman Sen.  

The Sikh En -
cyclo paedia, Mah -
an Kosh (1926), 
Kahn Singh Nabha 
(1926) writes that 
Jayadeva was born 
in Kend ooli, Birb-
hum district, Ben-
gal. Sahi tya Acade-
my’s The Encyclo -
paedia of Indian 
Literature says that 
Jayadeva, a “Brah-
man of Bengal” li -
ved  between 1201-
1245 (?). Ban a mali 

Das’s book Jayadeva Charita, 
which forms the basis for Bengal’s 
claims, was written in 1803, almost 
five centuries after the death of the 
poet, when hardly any credible 
evidence existed in Bengal.  

It is apparent that the book 
was composed without proper 
fact-checking and verification of 
historical and archeological evi-
dences but basically on certain 
assumptions and folklores. The 
assumption that Jayadeva had 
been the royal poet in the court of 
Raja Laksman Sen and that he 
lived in Nabadwip has been 
proved wrong.  Besides, Laksh-
man Sen ruled Bengal between 
1178 and 1206 CE, that was just 
about a few years after the birth 
of the poet.  

Based on their research find-
ings, Bengali scholars, Dr. Satya -
kam Sengupta and Dr. Asis Chak -
ravarti have confirmed Jayadeva’s 
birthplace as Kendubilva in 
Prachi valley, very near Puri town 
of Odi sha. Incidentally, the prob-
ability of another poet by the 
name of Jayadev thriving during 
the reign of Raja Laksman Sen in 
Kenduli village of Birbhum which 
produ ced a number of Vaishnava 
saints and Baul singers cannot be 
ruled out. This speculation gets 
creden ce if one reads an article 
published in The Gaudiya Treas-
ures of Bengal which mentions 

Jayadeva as Jaydev Goswami, a 
typical Bengali Vaishav name.  

However, forgetting the con-
troversy, from a larger geo-politi-
cal perspective, Bengal’s claim 
could be considered vindicated  
in the context that United Bengal 
during that period comprised 
large parts of Mithila (Bihar) and 
Odisha. 

Incorporation of Gita Govin-
da  in the rituals of Jagannath 
Man dir, live performances by his 
music and dance choir and prac-
tice of his own brand of Vaishnav-
ism (Krishna consciousness) at 
the temple brought a cultural rev-
olution in Puri, which soon spread 
to various parts of Odisha.  

It is Jaya deva who made the 
Puri Jagannath temple the nerve-
centre of Odissi art, culture and lit-
erature. In fact, the elegant Odissi 
dance form and the sonorous 
Odissi music owe their origin to 
Jayadeva’s Gita Govinda and had 
evolved with his live performances 
along with his dancer wife at the 
Jagannath Temple.  

Discovery of an ancient stone 
idol of Jayadeva at Akhandales -
wara temple, Prataparudrapura, 
inscriptions at the Lingaraja tem-
ple and more recently discovered 
Madhukeswara and Simhachala 
temples shed new light on Jayade-
va’s early life. Inscriptions like 
“Sadhupradhana Jayadeva” car -
ved by the contemporary Odisha 
king on the Lingaraja temple, 
Bhubaneswar say that Jayadeva 
had been a member of the teach-
ing faculty of the school at Srikur -
mapataka. Inscriptions found in 
Akhandaleswara, Madhukeswara 
and Simhachala temples establish 
a linkage of Kurmapataka with 
Jayadeva’s career. 

Relentless research by 
Odisha scholars and historians in 
recent years has unearthed new 
eviden ces which were hitherto 
unknown in Odisha. Discovery of 
Gita Govin da hand written in 
archaic Odia script on talpatra 
(palm leaves) by the medieval 
Odissi musician-poet, Gopalkrus-
na Pattanayaka, a few poems of 
Jayadeva hand written in old 
Odissi language, and the mention 
of Sasanbilva (Sasan by the sea-
side) do indicate Jayadeva’s close 
association with Odisha although 
his in fluence spread to Bengal, 
Andhra, Maharashtra and Kerala, 
especially in the dance forms of 
Kuchipudi, Bharatnatyam and 
Kathakali. 

In Vaishnava Lilamruta, 
Mad haba Patnaik who lived in 
the sixteenth century clearly 
mentions that Jayadeva was born 
near Puri. Poets and writers in 
Assam, Andhra and Maharashtra 
have identified Jayadeva with 
Puri.  A pioneer of the Bhakti 
movement, Guru Nanak Dev vis-
ited Puri and was so impressed 
with the songs of Gita Govinda 
that he included two hymns of 
Gita Govinda (in mixed Sanskrit 
and eastern Apabhramsa) in his 
Guru Granth Sahib.  

Another fascinating saint of 
the Bhakti movement, Sri Chai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, during his 
sojourn from Nabadwip to Jagan-
nath temple three centuries later, 
did not forget to go to Kenduli 
Sasan to pay respect to Jayadeva 
at his birthplace. Sri Chaitanya 
had been an ardent admirer of 
Jayadeva, who had been the orig-
inator of the Krisna-Radha cult 
and the divine love songs became 
Mahaprabhu’s signature music 
during his Bhakti movement. 

 
(To Be Concluded) 

The arrest of alleged child sex traf-
ficker Teddy Jay Mojeca Mejia in 
Dubai is a positive development 
for a country considered a hot -

spot for online sexual abuse and exploita-
tion of children (OSAEC). Mejia, who was 
repatriated from Dubai last week, is 
accused of abusing and exploiting 111 
female minors by making them pose 
naked or recording them while being 
raped. He would then sell these materials 
online. Mejia’s victims were aged bet -
ween 9 and 15 years old.  

However, there are still many abu -
sers and offenders who are out there and 
continue to commit crimes against vul-
nerable children. It is tragic that many of 
them are even known to or are family 
members of the victims.  

President Marcos himself said it was 
shameful that the Philippines had a dis-
graceful record for child sex abuse. This 
ignominy, he said, should not be allowed 
to continue especially in a country that 
is known for putting premium on family 
values. “It is an appalling statistic … I can-
not help but think how many are still left 
out there?” 

The International Justice Mission 
(IJM) and the University of Nottingham 
Rights Lab said, based on 2022 data, that 
nearly one in every 100 children in the 
Philippines “were trafficked to produce 
child sexual exploitation material for 
profit.” There were 22,421 children who 
experienced abuse, neglect and other 
types of violence in the Philippines for 
the first half of this year, per the Depart-
ment of the Interior and Local Govern-
ment. The government rescued 169 vic-

tims, and arrested 51 suspects from Jan-
uary to September. 

Last year, there were 2,740,905 
reports of suspected child sexual explo -
itation online in the Philippines, based 
on data from the United States National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren. Given the overwhelming number 
of cases, and despite the passage of Rep -
ublic Act. No. 11930 that penalizes online 
abuse and exploitation of children, it is 
unlikely that they have all been acted 
upon. This means that offenders contin-
ue to exploit vulnerable children. 

United Nations Special Rapporteur 
Mama Fatima Singhateh said during a 
visit to the country in 2022 that there is a 
lack of a dependable data collection. “It 
is essential to systematically collect reli-
able, centralized, and disaggregated data 
by age, gender, ethnicity, disability, 
including the number of prosecution and 
convictions related to child sexual abuse 
cases.” Aside from data collection, it is 
also essential to train those who are tas -
ked to receive, investigate, and adjudicate 
perpetrators of OSAEC. Singhateh noted 
that trained individuals should be avail-
able at the barangay level, which is the 
first resort for majority of the victims. 

Interior Secretary Benhur Abalos Jr. 
has already called on local governments 
to pass ordinances addressing the rise of 
child abuse cases. There is also the Mak-
abata helpline 1383 which the public can 
use in reporting cases ~ but how many 
are aware that there is such a hotline? 
The government doesn’t need to repli-
cate the success of Bantay Bata 163, a 
social welfare program of the ABS-CBN 
Foundation that aims to protect disad-
vantaged and at-risk children, but it 
should use this program as a benchmark 
for launching and providing an effective 
public service. 

The government should also consid-
er Singhateh’s suggestion to establish a 
child-specific court separate from family 
courts to immediately address these cas -
es and minimize trauma for the victims. 
It may also want to revisit the earlier sug-
gestions made by the IJM to accelerate 
res ponse to OSAEC including strictly 
enforcing RA 11934 or the SIM Registrati -
on Act to “detect, block, and report child 
sexual exploitation materials, including 
li vestreamed abuse.” When the law was 
first passed, the government had so much 
enthusiasm over what it can do in going 
after nefarious individuals but online 
crimes ~ from sexual exploitation to fi -
nancial scams ~ continue to proliferate. 
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Chip Push 

India’s semiconductor push, spearheaded by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at meetings with American 
tech leaders, marks a pivotal moment in the country’s 

efforts to cement its position as a key player in the global 
supply chain. This strategic pivot not only seeks to reduce 
dependence on China but also aims to build long-term 
resilience in sectors critical to modern technology and 
national security. The meeting, attended by high-profile 
CEOs from companies like Google, Adobe and NVIDIA, 
reflects the growing confidence in India as a potential hub 
for innovation, co-development, and manufacturing. 
However, achieving this ambitious goal will require India 
to overcome significant challenges and build a robust 
semiconductor ecosystem. India’s aspirations in the semi-
conductor sector have been long-standing, but previous 
attempts at fostering a home-grown chip manufacturing 
industry have faltered. The complexities involved in chip 
fabrication, which require cutting-edge technology, sub-
stantial financial investments, and highly specialised tal-
ent, have posed hurdles. However, the latest India-US 
semiconductor pact signals a renewed opportunity for 
India to finally make its mark. By focusing on producing 
chips for defence and next-generation technologies, this 
deal underscores India’s strategic importance, particularly 
in the context of growing tensions between the US and 
China. As global power dynamics shift, India stands to 
benefit from its positioning as a trusted partner for the 
US and its allies. 

One of the key factors driving this shift is the diversi-
fication of supply chains. The Covid-19 pandemic and 
rising geopolitical tensions with China have exposed the 
vulnerabilities of a heavily concentrated global semicon-
ductor supply chain. As the world’s second-largest man-
ufacturer of semiconductors, China’s dominance in this 
sector has raised concerns, especially for countries like 
the US, which view semiconductors as vital not only for 
consumer technology but also for national security. This 
is where India comes in ~ as a democratic nation with a 
growing manufacturing base, India offers an alternative 
to firms seeking to reduce their reliance on China. How-
ever, while the semiconductor pact is a promising step, 
it remains to be seen whether India can deliver on its 
potential. Building a semiconductor industry from scratch 
will require long-term investments in infrastructure, talent 
development, and research and development. Addition-
ally, India must navigate the highly competitive nature of 
the global semiconductor market, where established play-
ers like Taiwan, South Korea, and China are far ahead in 
terms of capacity and technological sophistication. At the 
same time, India’s outreach to top tech leaders and its 
engagement with the Indian diaspora demonstrate the 
country’s soft power and its ability to leverage global net-
works for economic and strategic gain.  Ultimately, India’s 
semiconductor ambitions are intertwined with its broader 
goals of becoming a global manufacturing hub and 
enhancing its strategic partnerships. While the road ahead 
is challenging, the growing alignment between India and 
the US, coupled with the shifting geopolitical landscape, 
provides India with a unique opportunity to assert itself 
as a key player in the global tech ecosystem. 

 

Myanmar Shift 

India’s diplomatic approach toward the Myanmar con-
flict is undergoing a subtle yet potentially transforma-
tive shift. By extending an invitation to political and 

military opponents of Myanmar’s junta for a seminar in 
New Delhi, India signals a recalibration of its stance. This 
marks a significant moment in India’s Myanmar policy, 
reflecting both geopolitical concerns and internal security 
interests. The seminar, which reportedly includes repre-
sentatives from Myanmar's National Unity Government 
(NUG) and ethnic rebel groups, such as those from Chin, 
Rakhine, and Kachin, represents India’s first formal 
engagement with the anti-junta forces. Given that Myan-
mar has been embroiled in a civil conflict since the mili-
tary’s 2021 coup, India’s gesture is both timely and prag-
matic. The situation along their shared 1,650-kilometre 
border has become increasingly volatile, with rebel forces 
seizing significant swathes of territory from the military. 
This growing instability directly threatens India’s north-
eastern region, as well as its infrastructure projects in 
Myanmar. What stands out in India’s move is its delicate 
balancing act. For years, India has maintained relations 
with Myanmar’s junta, even as Western nations imposed 
sanctions and condemned the regime. By not severing 
ties, India avoided alienating Myanmar’s military, which 
could have driven the regime closer to China ~ a rival that 
already wields significant influence in Myanmar. At the 
same time, India refrained from openly criticising the 
junta, preferring to pursue a more neutral stance that pro-
tected its own strategic interests. 

Yet, the civil war in Myanmar has escalated to a point 
where border instability is no longer a distant concern 
but an immediate threat. India’s investment in infrastruc-
ture projects like the Kaladan port and road projects, 
designed to boost connectivity between its north-eastern 
states and Southeast Asia, could be severely undermined 
by the conflict. The economic and security implications 
of an unstable border have likely prompted India to take 
a more proactive approach in addressing the internal 
dynamics of Myanmar. Engaging with the NUG and eth-
nic rebel groups signals India’s intent to be seen as a 
mediator in Myanmar’s protracted conflict. While 
ASEAN’s peace efforts have faltered, with little progress 
since the 2021 unveiling of its five-point consensus, 
India’s willingness to engage with "all stakeholders" could 
fill a crucial void.  

However, the exact objectives of this engagement 
remain unclear. Is India attempting to pressure the     
junta into adopting a more conciliatory appro ach? Or is 
this a strategic hedge, signalling that New Delhi is pre-
pared to work with alternative powers within Myanmar 
should the junta’s grip on power continue to weaken? 
Regardless of the intent, this shift opens a new chapter in 
India-Myanmar relations. By inviting Myanmar’s anti-
junta forces, India not only safeguards its own security 
and economic interests but also positions itself as a key 
player in shaping Myanmar’s future. Whether this leads 
to substantive change remains to be seen, but the invita-
tion is a bold step that underscores India's growing 
regional influence. 

Jayadeva’s Genius~I  
Vol. CXXXXXVIII  227

It is a tragedy, rather a civilizational fault, that unlike the Greeks, ancient 
India did not bother to create formal schools, institutions and academies 
to bear the torch of this magnificent civilization and relied solely on the 
fragile Ashram and family-based teaching system, thus losing many treasures 
and real history. Our great poets and geniuses including Jayadeva were 
victims of this neglect  

editor@thestatesman.com

SIR, Apropos the two-part article 
‘Japan’s Time Bomb’, as a nation 
Japan has shown remarkable re -
silience in recovering from the ef -
fects of the second World War, whi -
ch included the devastation at Hiro -
shima and Nagasaki to become the 
worlds fourth largest economy. Ja -
pan has people with extraordinary 

longevity. It is reported that there 
are more than 95,000 citizens who 
are more than 100 years old, 

A less than optimum replace-
ment population is bound to create 
deficiencies. One way of bridging 
the difference would be to encour-
age migrants. But the government 
of Japan has so far resisted all at -
tempts to walk this road. More old -
er people with less than necessary 
younger ones means a greater bur-
den on them. Economically, Japan 
is no longer the force it once was 
even if it has granted India a tax free 
loan for the bullet train project. 

Let this be a lesson to us that  
the one child norm can turn to be 
counter productive in the long run. 
China is now encouraging couples 
to have more children by offering 

incentives. A long life is sought by 
almost everybody. But it also entails 
getting old! 

Yours, etc., 
Anthony Henriques, 

Mumbai, 21 September. 

THE LADDU 
SIR, I had the pleasure of visiting 
Sri Venkateswara temple in Tiru-
mala five decades ago. The laddu 
we were able to get in the temple at 
that time was not only bigger in size 
but also much tastier compared to 
the ones we receive nowadays from 
our neighbours and friends who 
visit the temple.  

Even the dedicated devotees 
say that the commercialisation that 
entered TTD a long time ago is the 
main reason not only for the dete-
rioration in the quality of laddus 
given as prasadam, but also in var-
ious other services rendered by the 

Trust which is said to be one of the 
richest religious entities in the 
world. As such the present contro-
versy of adulteration in the ghee 
used by the TTD may not be a 
recent phenomenon but decades 
old. One feels that the other  

ingredients like flour, raisins, 
cashew, nuts and spices used for 
making laddus may be of sub-stan-
dard quality.  

Yours, etc., 
Tharcius S. Fernando, 

Chennai, 24 September.

Japan’s  challenge 
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Protecting our 
children

LACK LEADERS 
SIR, Doctors, scientists, artists and teachers are truthful to their work. 
They work silently in their fields. To them time is so precious. When 
the environment becomes polluted, they break their silence. They 
come down to the street and protest. They show the broken skeleton 
of the system. As a result, they spend  their valuable time.  

It is the basic responsibility of our authorities to provide safety, 
security and a suitable environment to our doctors and all profes-
sionals. If doctors are tortured, teachers are disturbed and artists are 
interrupted, how do they perform at their best?  

Political persons are elected as drivers by the people. But only 
farsighted, broad-minded political leaders can steer the situation in 
the right direction. Unfortunately the nation lacks such leaders.  

Yours, etc., Uttam Bhowmik, Tamluk, 23 September.



C M Y K

THAT South Africa should be able 
to undersell Indian coal in the Bom-
bay market is an anomaly to which 
attention was drawn by the President 
of the Indian Mine Managers' Associ-
ation at its annual meeting on Mon-
day. South African coal, as Mr. Muk-
erjee pointed out, is assisted by a 
bounty and other advantages, while 
the coalfields of Bihar and Orissa or 
Bengal are handicapped by high trans-
port costs. The proposed remedy of a 
countervailing duty on the bounty-fed 
competing product is admittedly a 
complicated matter. Meantime the 
Indian coal industry is "bearded in its 
own den.” In the course of his address 
the President referred to the perennial 
labour question, and expressed regret 
that the labour movement in this 
country should be guided and fostered 
largely by political agitators, for their 
own ends. The coal-owner and mine 
manager, however, should be able to 
defeat  the agitator ,  f i rst  by  a 
progres¬sive policy such as that for 
which they were given credit in the 
report of the Jharia Mines Board as 
regards hous¬ing; and secondly by 
publicity,  of which the Manbhum 
branch of the European Association 
lately gave an example in replying to 
the misrepresentations of Messrs. 
Grundy and Mills in the House of 
Commons. 

CHITPORE ROAD 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE " STATESMAN." 

SIR,—It is a matter for complaint 
that the tramcars plying through a 
crowded street like Chitpore Road are 
run so carelessly that accident after 
accident is reported almost daily. 
Almost all the way from Madanmohan-
tola to Lalbazar the foot-boards of the 
tramcars pass almost along the foot-
path, causing great annoyance and 
sometimes danger to pedestrians. 
There is only one footpath on one side 
of the Chitpore Road, which is so nar-
row that it can hardly accommodate 
two or three persons. Then again, in 
some places, one-fourth of the footpath 
is commonly occupied by hawkers—
another source of trouble and incon-
venience to passers-by. There are many 
lanes and bye-lanes opening into the 
Chitpore Road, and in passing these 
places caution is needed on the part of 
the tram-cars. Why should not the 
Tramway Company keep guards posted 
at these crossings and why should they 
not take special precautions where 
schools and bazars are situated. They 
should take special care in driving their 
cars at those places with lessened 
speed. 

If the Mayor and the Chief Execu-
tive Officer would drive through the 
Chitpore and Strand Roads now and 
then it would give them an idea of my 
complaint and they would see in what 
filthy condition these roads are still 
kept, (I mean after the accession of the 
Swarajist party to the Municipality). Do 
we not expect improvement of our san-
itary condition from the present Munic-
ipality, especially when the sweepers' 
wages were increased at our cost, by 
which act Deshabandhu has won the 
hearts of the municipal sweepers and 
menials? 

I appeal to the Corporation to see 
that the causes of these grievances and 
complaints, which have been long-
standing, be immediately removed. 

COMPLAINANT. 
Sept. 15. 

STORY OF A 
GERMAN SECRET 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE " STATESMAN." 

SIR,—With reference to your edi-
torial about German responsibility for 
the Great War, may I give you my 
experience which, I have no doubt, 
will help you to fix the blame on the 
right party,  

During the War I was in command 
of a German prize ship seized by the 
Portuguese Government called the 
Numantia,  renamed Pangun. The 
Numantia carried a secret packet 
which was only  to  be opened on 
receipt of a certain wireless signal. The 
packet had been on board the ship 
three gears before the wireless signal 
was received—the Numan- tia being 
at the time on her way from Colombo 
to Aden, bound Home, and it read:—
“War declared against Great Britain; 
proceed to nearest neutral port.” 

So she up helm and proceeded to 
Marmugoa (Portuguese territory) and 
found shelter with several other German 
vessels. When the Portuguese joined up 
with the Entente she seized all enemy 
vessels in her ports; amongst them the 
Numantia, and these astounding facts 
were found in her log books. 

You will note that the secret mes-
sage says “War declared against Great 
Britain,” whereas it was Great Britain 
that declared war against Germany. 
The inference is obvious. 

—Yours, etc., E. T. C. COX,  
(Master Mariner). 
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I
n a seismic shift that could 
reshape South Asia’s geopolitical 
landscape, the resurgence of Sri 
Lanka’s Janatha Vimukthi Pera-

muna (JVP) signals more than just a 
political realignment - it marks the 
rise of a China-aligned force at India’s 
doorstep, threatening to push New 
Delhi further into a strategic corner. 

The recent rise of the JVP in Sri 
Lankan politics has set off alarm bells 
across India’s strategic and diplomatic 
circles. Once infamous for its guerrilla 
tactics and far-left insurgencies, the 
JVP and its leadership, spearheaded 
by Anura Kumara Dissanayake (AKD), 
have resurfaced as a dominant politi-
cal force. But behind the populist 
rhetoric lies a complex history and a 
set of alliances that could tilt the 
region's balance in China’s favour, 
undermining India's security and 
geopolitical influence. 

The JVP's roots are steeped in 
violent history, particularly its links to 
Sinhala nationalism and ethnic chau-
vinism. Under the leadership of its 
founder, Rohana Wijeweera, the JVP 
led uprisings that terrorized Sri Lanka 
in the 1970s and 1980s. Though ini-
tially founded as a Marxist-Leninist 
movement, it quickly morphed into a 
Sinhala nationalist party that stood in 
stark opposition to the Tamil cause. 

In the 1980s, the JVP played a sig-
nificant role in fostering anti-Tamil 
sentiment, eventually aligning with 
the Sri Lankan government during the 
brutal civil war that led to the mas-
sacre of thousands of Tamils. Wijew-
eera’s leadership saw the party trans-
form from an idealistic revolutionary 
force into a paramilitary organization 
that, alongside the Sinhalese nation-
alist forces, carried out gruesome acts 

of violence, targeting Tamil civilians 
in their homes, schools, and neigh-
borhoods. 

In 1989, Wijeweera was executed 
by the government, but the party's 
legacy of Tamil oppression lives on. 
Today, the resurgence of the JVP, with 
Dissanayake at the helm, is not a mere 
political victory; it signals a return to 
the chauvinist ethos that once threat-
ened Sri Lanka's unity. The most con-
cerning aspect of JVP's rise is its 
potential alignment with China's 
geopolitical ambitions. 

Sri Lanka has long been part of 
China’s ‘String of Pearls’ strategy — a 
series of Chinese-backed infrastruc-
ture projects and political partner-
ships aimed at encircling India and 
securing its maritime dominance in 
the Indian Ocean. China has steadily 
built its influence in Sri Lanka, invest-
ing in key infrastructure projects like 
the Hambantota Port and Colombo 
Port City, which critics argue have 
pushed the country into a debt trap. 

A JVP-led government, with its 
history of anti-India sentiment and 
dependence on external powers, could 
serve as a willing proxy for Chinese 
interests in the region. This becomes 
even more problematic when we con-
sider China's role in backing regimes 
and movements that are antithetical 
to Indian interests. Sri Lanka’s strate-
gic location makes it a key player in 
the Indian Ocean, and a JVP-led gov-
ernment could facilitate China’s mili-
tary and economic influence in ways 
that would directly undermine India’s 
security in the region. 

For India, the victory of the JVP 
under AKD’s leadership is not just a 
political setback but a humanitarian 
and cultural concern as well. India has 
long had an emotional and historical 
connection to Sri Lanka’s Tamil pop-

ulation, a group that suffered greatly 
during the civil war. The JVP’s history 
of being against Tamil rights, and its 
collusion with Sinhalese extremists 
during the war, raises deep concerns 
about the future of ethnic harmony in 
Sri Lanka. 

As Tamil Nadu watches develop-
ments across the Palk Strait with 
increasing anxiety, any rollback on 
Tamil rights and a return to ethnic 
chauvinism will not sit well with Indi-
an policymakers. Such a scenario 
could inflame tensions between India 
and Sri Lanka, especially in the south-
ern states, and could further destabi-
lize the region. 

India's position in the region has 
already been weakened by China’s 
growing influence in neighbouring 
countries like the Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh. Sri Lanka 

has been a critical outpost for India 
in its attempts to counterbalance Chi-
nese power in the Indian Ocean. The 
JVP’s victory, and its potential pivot 
towards China, would severely under-
mine these efforts, leaving Bhutan as 
one of the few remaining nations in 
South Asia where India still holds a 
strategic advantage over China. 

For India, the stakes are high. The 
JVP’s return to power could further 
erode India’s influence in its own 
neighbourhood, pushing the region 
deeper into China’s sphere of control. 
If the current political trends in Sri 
Lanka continue, India may find itself 
encircled by a growing bloc of Chi-
nese-aligned nations. 

The rise of the JVP may bring hope 
to some within Sri Lanka, particularly 
those disillusioned with the ruling elite. 
However, the party's history, its ethnic 

chauvinism, and its potential align-
ment with China make its victory a 
serious concern for India. For China, a 
JVP-led Sri Lanka would be yet another 
gem in its 'String of Pearls,' tightening 
its grip on the region. For India, it 
would be yet another geopolitical set-
back in its backyard, with long-term 
consequences for regional security and 
stability. 

India must remain vigilant and 
reassess its strategies in the region to 
counterbalance this growing Chinese 
influence, even as it watches closely 
to see what form of governance and 
international alignment the JVP will 
bring to Sri Lanka. As the JVP tightens 
its grip on power, Sri Lanka risks 
falling firmly into the clutches of the 
Chinese dragon. 

 
 (The writer is Associate Professor, Centre For South 
Asian Studies, Pondicherry Central University.)

JVP’s victory is a 
setback for India 

Oli’s pettiness undermines India ties 
AJAYA BHADRA KHANAL 

 

H
ere’s what Nepal’s Prime 
Minister KP Oli told the par-
liament on Monday, saying 
he was giving the address for 

a “special” reason: “Nepal wants to 
maintain neighbourly relations as a 
good neighbour, not a petty, scheming 
neighbour…Nepal wants a similar 
behaviour on the part of its neighbours.” 

He pursued this line of argument, 
implying that India is wishing ill on 
Nepal, imposing on Nepal’s sover-
eignty and interfering in its independ-
ent status and policy. He then told the
parliament that he would present the 
issue at the United Nations General 
Assembly. 

It basically amounts to saying he 
will complain to the UN about India’s 
behaviour. 

What a petty idea. 
Given his inherent character trait, 

PM Oli will find it difficult to develop 
trusted relations with India in the 
short term. His only option is to be 
diplomatic, predictable and consis-
tent. So far, he’s not been able to do 
that. It does not bode well for Nepal’s 
foreign policy, which is the most 
important means of pursuing Nepal’s 
current priorities, including jobs, 
growth and climate change. 

Oli’s statement in the parliament 
indicates at least three things. First, 
his expectations from India have not 
been fulfilled. Second, his commu-
nications with the country have bro-
ken down. And third, he thinks India 
may be working to undermine his 
political authority. 

Let’s look at his expectations from 
the southern neighbour. Oli wants to 
hold high-level talks with PM Modi of 
India and build trusted relations. 

In the past two weeks, media 
reports and opinion pieces have dis-
cussed whether Oli would be invited to 
India or not. It has almost become cus-
tomary in Nepal for a new prime min-
ister to visit India first before embark-
ing on other high-level visits. Such a 
custom indicates the value politicians 
accord to India, especially if they want 
their government to be stable. 

The second indication is that Oli 
is finding it difficult to communicate 
with people who matter in India. 
When you begin to communicate 
your feelings about India through the 
media, it indicates that your direct 
communications have either broken 
down or are ineffective. 

Behind Oli’s statement is an obvi-
ous intention to play the blame game 
or rally the public. India may be at 
fault for many things, but blaming
India does not absolve him of incon-
sistencies on his part or the sheer 
inability to conduct diplomacy in a 
dignified manner. 

The third indication is even more 
significant. Oli has consistently pro-
moted anti-Indian nationalism, and 
India finds it difficult to trust him. But 
would that alone be enough to under-
mine his government? 

Throughout history, India has had 
a significant influence on Nepal’s polit-
ical process and decision-making. 
Through its influence on individuals 
who’ve received gifts, benefits, and 
resources, some at the highest levels, 

India holds significant leverage over 
political decision-making and, by 
extension, over policies and processes. 

India’s calculated relations with 
the Nepali state came to the fore in 
August this year when Foreign Minister 
Arzu Rana Deuba visited India. New 
Delhi turned her visit into a high-pro-
file affair even though she was unpre-
pared to represent Nepal’s interests. 
Her visit, rather than building political 
trust, ended up creating more mistrust 
between Oli and New Delhi as well as 
between the Foreign Ministry and the 
Prime Minister’s Office. 

Although it is a matter of specu-
lation, there are strong grounds to 
argue that such a courtesy would not 
have been extended to someone from 
the CPN (UML). It generates the ques-
tion, at least in the public’s mind, 
whether India accorded special treat-
ment to FM Rana as a “special” indi-
vidual who happened to be the for-
eign minister and not as a represen-
tative of Nepal. 

Whether real or not, the percep-
tion that India is unhappy with Oli has 
fuelled the notion that the current 
government coalition is unstable. 

Throughout Nepal’s modern his-
tory, whenever top leaders are forced 
out, they tend to seek India’s support 
to regain power. I have heard first-
hand from top political leaders that 
India used to put a pre-condition: 
First, demonstrate that you have peo-
ple's support, then we will use our 
leverage to help you. Thus, the politi-
cal leaders would launch a political 
campaign and hold mass meetings 
throughout the country. If the broader 

political environment favoured a 
political change, then India made the 
additional push. 

Now, as Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
tours the country, blaming a corrupt 
network of power brokers, we are 
reminded of this old playbook. During 
mass meetings, an embittered Dahal 
frequently alleges that “middlemen, 
brokers, and big cronies have gotten 
together, and with the strength of so-
called numbers, have tried to strangle 
truth, justice…and good governance.” 
He also tells the public that his govern-
ment was ousted because the investi-
gations on corruption were leading to 
Budhanilkantha (Deuba’s residence) 
and Balkot (Oli’s residence). 

For Oli, an inherent anti-Indian 
streak in his psychological make-up 
and an affinity with the Communist 
Party of China makes rapprochement 
with India difficult. 

In the last 10 years, Oli has made 
countless petty statements intended to 
rile and irritate India. He has also 
accorded China greater space in Nepal. 

In his book, former deputy PM 
Kamal Thapa expresses distaste at the 
way Oli made an unscheduled visit to 
China Gezhouba Group Corporation 
and disappeared for one and a half 
hours for a private meeting with Chi-
nese Communist Party officials during 
his visit to China in 2016. 

Another issue is the Eminent Per-
sons’ Group report, which Oli raised 
during the launch of Thapa’s book. “It 
would be good to receive the report,” 
he said during the programme. He 
made more anti-Indian remarks at 
another similar event. 

At present, any talk of the EPG 
report is viewed as an irritant by India, 
because it has consistently sent a clear 
diplomatic message that the report is 
dead. The unwillingness of a section 
of the Nepali populace to accept the 
message, including the CPN-UML, 
has not gone well in India. 

In a recent discussion pro-
gramme, a former ambassador of 
India to Nepal indicated that the EPG 
report had become a new irritant in 
Nepal-India relations. He said that 
instead of insisting on the acceptance 
of the report, Nepal could pursue the 
individual issues identified. Trends in 
the last two decades indicate that 
instead of really trying to address the 
outstanding issues in Nepal-India 
relations, Nepali leaders are just inter-
ested in politicising them and gaining 
personal mileage. 

Nepal’s relationship with India 
has become more and more of a par-
adox. Nepal’s dominant ethno-
nationalism is anti-Indian. Indeed, 
Nepal has many unresolved issues 
with India, but its economic develop-
ment hinges on closer connectivity 
with India, which in turn hinges on 
trusted political relationships and 
ability to untangle complex issues. 

Snubbed by India, Oli is now 
headed to the US, where he could still 
get to meet a lukewarm Modi. He 
hopes to gain stature and make an 
impression at several forums includ-
ing the UNGA, where he is scheduled 
to deliver speeches. We can only wish 
our PM well. 
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ACROSS 
 
1    Foreign Office 

initially sends 
deranged Australian 
to rummage  
(7) 

5    Grizzly infant to 
stand with 
inexperienced 
reporter  
(4,3) 

9    Brown and green 
light — this  
takes two  
(5) 

10  European in spot 
gets excited about 
current spirit  
(9) 

11  Mice emptied place 
for grain left  
over in city  
(10) 

12  Extent of Crusaders’ 
objective? (4) 

14  Field dismal without 
young man — top 
player  
(7,4) 

18  Smoke and marine 
pollution here 
skinned smooth 
urbanite  
(4,7) 

21  Help needed to cross 
river that’s dry  
(4) 

22  Untouchable carcass 
not to be moved (10) 

25  Restricted area with 
monstrous bird in 
bottle (9) 

26  Season failing to 
start for Bury (5) 

27  Why chicken didn’t 
cross road: xhausted  
(3-4) 

28  Debt collector back in 
action exposed (7) 

 
DOWN 
 
1    Handsome caliph 

denied last  
daughter to  
prophet (6) 

2    Name occupying 
chair with English 
governing body (6) 

3    Dissident, stoical, 
reviewed Tory cuts 
(10) 

4    One causing buzz, 
Egyptian spirit loves to 
embrace unknown (5) 

5    Bar on one Scots 
town where agistrate 
held sway? (9) 

6    Sea food from loch 
within range (4) 

7    Lion perhaps devours 
couple, causing 
gossip (8) 

8    In passing through on 
vacation, we’re going 
outside?  
(2,3,3) 

13  Attack SAS, Goering 
ordered (10) 

15  A race covering one 
mile demands energy 
(9) 

16  Military engineer 
receives credit as 
fighter (8) 

17  Northern club actress 
Helen under stone 
(2,6) 

19  Married college boy? 
(6) 

20  Celebrity editor held 
consistent views?  
(6) 

23  One given pound, 
apparently indebted, 
angered (5) 

24  Bounce back as 
nymph consorting 
with Zeus (4)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15

16 17

18

19 20

21 22 23

24

25 26

27 28

CROSSWORD

S B C O F S T A
T H E M E P L A S T E R E R
I Y D U R E O R
L I O N E S S A M P O U L E
E N N S S
T E D D Y M O D A G E N T
T U A W S R
O U R C A R D I A C S K A

E K I D O M
B A G G Y O N E T H R O B
I I N U U
T W O T O N E M A D N E S S
T N H T E O F H
E M A C I A T E D H O U S E
R L O E E A L D
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THUMBNAILS

BoI Bhubaneswar Zonal 
Office Celebrated Hindi 
Month: Bank of India, Zonal 
Office enthusiastically cele-
brated Hindi Month. Seven 
Competitions like News 
Reading, Email Competi-
tion, More Work in Hindi, 
Essay Competition, Oriya 
and Hindi Song Competi-
tion, Placard Competition, 
Right Word and its Transla-
tion etc were organized on 
this occasion. An oath-tak-
ing ceremony was also 
organized to work in Hindi. 
Along with this, Hindi mes-
sages were also read. Dur-
ing the event, the winners 
of various competitions 
were awarded with certifi-
cates. Bijoy Kumar Malik, 
Zonal Manager, 
Bhubaneswar Zonal Office 
and Ashok Kumar Jena, 
Deputy Zonal Manager, 
Bhubaneswar Zonal Office 
distributed the awards to 
the winners. Zonal Manag-
er Sri Malik said that Hindi 
is our Official language. 
Speaking on this occasion, 
Sri Jena said that every 
language has its own digni-
ty and culture and we 
must do more and more 
work in Hindi. The staffs of 
Zonal office, RBC, SME and 
local branches were pres-
ent in this programme. 
Employees from all the 
Zones participated in all 
competitions. Sonia 
Sawant, Senior Manager of 
Rajbhasha conducted the 
program.

KOLKATA, WEDNESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2024
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B
enchmark indices 
closed flat after hav-
ing hit record highs 
intraday, fueled by 

last week's US rate cut. 
Sensex surged to an all-time 
peak of 85,163, while the 
Nifty breached the 26,000 
milestone for the first time, 
touching 26,011. It ended 
the day at 84,914.04, down 
15 points, while the Nifty 
50 settled at 25,940.40, up 1 
point. 

On BSE, Zomato, Apollo 
Hospitals, Bajaj Auto, Hero 
MotoCorp, DMart, Hindalco, 

Indian Hotels Company, 
Max Healthcare Institute, 
Tata Power Company, Trent, 
TVS Motor Company and 
United Spirits rose to their 
new one-year highs during 
the session.On Nifty50, Adani 
Enterprises, Tech Mahindra, 
Power Grid, Hindalco, and 
Tata Steel emerged as the 
top gainers. Conversely, 
Shriram Finance, UltraTech 
Cement, Grasim, HUL, and 
SBI Life faced declines. The 
rally was driven by metal, 
IT, and auto stocks, while 
FMCG and banking stocks 
struggled to keep pace. 

Nifty Metal index surged 
nearly 3%, fueled by a jump 

in Tata Steel, Hindalco, and 
Vedanta, following China's 
fresh stimulus measures 
aimed at reviving its econ-
omy. Nifty IT gained momen-
tum by 0.6% with Tech 
Mahindra, HCLTech, and 
Coforge leading the rebound. 
Nifty Bank and Nifty Private 
Bank snapped their eight-
day winning streak and fell 
by 0.3% each due to selling 
pressure from Kotak Mahin-
dra, IndusInd Bank, and 
Punjab National Bank. 

In the broader market, 
the BSE Midcap index inched 
up 0.2%, while the Smallcap 
index remained flat. The 
overall market capitalisation 

of BSE-listed firms stood 
stable at Rs 476 lakh crore. 

Reliance Power’s stock 
surged to hit the 5% upper 
circuit after the company 
announced a preferential 
issue of 46.2 crore equity 
shares worth Rs 1,524.60 
crore. However, shares of 
the Policybazaar parent fell 
more than 4% as investors 
rushed to book profits after 
a stellar run. Further, the 
shares of Punjab National 
Bank dropped 3.2% after 
the company launched a 
Qualified Institutional Place-
ment (QIP) where it offered 
shares at a discount to its 
current market price. 

Notably, the Chinese cen-
tral bank’s rate cut and addi-
tional stimulus steps have 
positively influenced global 
investor sentiment, resulting 
in gains for domestic metal 
stocks. Metal stocks surged 
as much as 6% after China's 
central bank announced a 
slew of measures to boost 
its ailing economy. The Peo-
ple's Bank of China (PBOC) 
introduced key initiatives, 
including plans to lower the 
reserve requirement ratio, 
reduce the policy interest 
rate, and drive down the 
market benchmark interest 
rate to stimulate growth. 

Market closes flat; 
metal stocks surge
Chinese central bank’s rate cut has positively influenced global investor sentiment
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Son of industrialist, Anil 
Ambani, Jai Anmol Ambani 
has been slapped with a 
penalty of 1 crore by the 
Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (Sebi). 

He was penalised for 
alleged irregularities in 
Reliance Home Finance.  

Jai Anmol did not exercise 
reasonable due diligence for 
the entire GPCL (general pur-
pose working capital) lending 
and the onward lending by 
these GPCL entities to other 
Reliance ADAG group com-
panies including Reliance 
Capital, SEBI alleged. 

SEBI has also imposed a 
separate fine of Rs 15 Lakh 
on Krishnan Gopalkrishnan,
the former CRO of Reliance 
Home Finance. 

An investigation by the 
regulator has revealed that 
RHFL's loan approval process 
for GPCL lending showed 

major flaws, with deviations 
in loans totaling Rs. 5,850.19 
crore, including waived inves-
tigations, unmet eligibility 
criteria, and poor documen-
tation. 

According to the SEBI, 
despite assigning due dili-
gence responsibilities, loans 
were approved without suf-
ficient rationale to financially 
weak entities with negative 
net worth and no assets. 

The Sebi noted, “It is evi-
dent that Noticee 1 (Jai Anmol 
Ambani) is misrepresenting 
with an intent to downplay 
his role in the entire episode. 
It is clear that the emails 
were sent to him with exact 

word “approval”, thus seeking 
approval and Noticee 1 
responded to both the emails 
with the same word “okay”, 
granting his approval.” 

Jai Anmol was involved 
in the day-to-day functioning 
of the company and was also 
approving GPCL loans to 
promoter-related entities, it 
said, adding, “his submission 
that he was not involved in 
day-to-day affairs of the Com-
pany cannot be accepted.” 

The SEBI also noted that 
former CRO Gopalakrishnan 
approved several GPCL loans 
despite being aware of sig-
nificant deviations recorded 
in the credit approval memos 
for the loans he recommend-
ed. 

The development came 
after earlier in August, Anil 
Ambani was banned from 
the securities market for five 
years, citing his alleged 
involvement in a fraudulent 
scheme that diverted funds 
from Reliance Home Finance.
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The Department of Consumer 
Affairs (DoCA), Government 
of India has constituted a 
committee of experts to rec-
ommend a robust framework 
for Repairability Index. The 
committee will also empower 
consumers and promote sus-
tainable practices within the 
tech industry.     

By developing Repairabil-
ity Index, DoCA seeks to pro-
vide consumers with greater 
transparency of repair infor-
mation for their products 
and foster a more sustainable 
technology industry, Ministry 
of Consumer Affairs said. 
Repairability Index will be a 
consumer-focused indexing 
that enables consumers to 
take a product related deci-
sion, based on its repairability, 
the statement by the ministry 
read. Further, it can stan-
dardize how repairability is 

assessed, making it easier 
for consumers to compare 
products based on repairabil-
ity indexing thereby creating 
an ecosystem of informed 
choices across mobile and 
electronics products. 

By standardizing the 
assessment of repairability, 
the index will create an ecosys-

tem where consumers can 
easily compare products and 
choose options that align 
with the ethos of mindful 
consumption of products 
and sustainability. Thus, 
enabling repair would not 
only ensure the availability 
of affordable repair options 
but will also improve con-

sumer satisfaction by bridging 
the information gaps for 
repairing the products. 

Key components of the 
Repair Ecosystem include: 
Comprehensive Repair Infor-
mation: Access to repair 
manuals/DIYs, diagnostics, 
and a list of necessary tools 
and parts; Accessible Spare 

Parts: Easily identifiable and 
timely delivery of spare parts; 
Affordable Tools: Inexpensive, 
widely available, and safe 
tools for consumers. Besides, 
it also includes Modular 
Design: Key components 
designed for independent 
access and modularity; and 
Economic Feasibility: Ensur-
ing that the cost of repair 
parts and labor is affordable 
for consumers. 

Taking into account the 
necessities, the committee, 
chaired by Bharat Khera, 
Additional Secretary, DoCA 
is expected to recommend 
enabling framework for Poli-
cies/Rules/Guidelines which 
support repairability and 
integration of repairability 
index with the extant regu-
latory provisions in mobile 
and electronics sector to 
enhance consumer experi-
ences in reusing the mobile 
and electronics products 
they own.

Sebi slaps ̀ 1 crore penalty on Anil Ambani’s son 
for ‘irregularities’ in Reliance Home Finance
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A US court has upheld an 
earlier ruling that found embat-
tled edtech firm Byju's in 
default on its $1.2-billion Term 
Loan B.  

The Delaware Supreme 
Court upheld the ruling in 
favour of Byju's lenders rep-
resented by Glas Trust LLC. 
As a result of the ruling, the 
Court of Chancery's order 
that held Byju's to be in default 
of $1.2 Billion has attained a 
stamp of approval by 
Delaware's highest court of 
appeal. 

The $1.2-billion loan was 
provided to Byju’s by a syn-
dicate of 37 financial institu-
tions. 

In August 2023, the 
Delaware Court of Chancery 
ruled in favour of Glas, stating 
that the lenders were within 
their rights to enforce the 
agreement. 

For collateral, Think and 
Learn Pvt Ltd's Delaware sub-
sidiary, Byju's Alpha, had 
pledged 100 per cent of its 
equity as collateral for the 
term loans. Later, Glas delivered 
a notice of default to Byju's. 

After securing control of 
Byju's Alpha in its capacity as 
the sole stockholder, Glas filed 
a complaint in the Court of 
Chancery, seeking a declaration 
that their actions taken by 
written consent were valid. 

In a statement, Byju’s said 
the Delaware ruling has no 
bearing on lender disqualifi-

cation rights, loan acceleration 
and Glas' legal standing in 
India. 

“Byju’s wants to emphasise 
that the recent conclusion 
reached by a Delaware court 
has no bearing on the ongoing 
legal proceedings in India. In 
any event, the Delaware 
Supreme Court has merely 
upheld a limited ruling by the 
Chancery court on the validity 
of one of their nominees as 
the director of the shell com-
pany, BYJU’S Alpha Inc,” the 
company said. 

The edtech firm further 
said it “strongly contests the 
inflated and illegal claims 
made by Glas Trust and main-
tains that their actions are 
detrimental to all stakeholders 
involved”.

US court backs Byju’s lenders over $1.2 
bn loan default, edtech firm responds

Committee to recommend a ‘Repairability 
Index’ in mobile and electronics sector
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Union Minister Piyush Goyal
along with 13 other IPEF
Ministers virtually attended 
the third Ministerial meeting 
focused on IPEF Pillar II, III, 
and IV, Ministry of Commerce 
& Industry said on Tuesday. 

The leaders welcomed the 
upcoming entry into force 
of the Clean Economy Agree-
ment, Fair Economy Agree-
ment, and the Overarching 
Agreement on IPEF on Octo-
ber 11, October 12, and Octo-
ber 11, respectively, and 
emphasized the significant 
opportunities to further deep-
en economic cooperation 
and deliver concrete benefits 
under the IPEF agreements 

through ongoing collabora-
tion. 

IPEF ministers outlined 
concrete next steps for the 
upcoming months, building 
on the progress made by the 

Supply Chain Agreement's 
three bodies: the Supply 
Chain Council, Crisis 
Response Network, and Labor 
Rights Advisory Board. 

At the meet, Piyush Goyal 
noted that the formation of 
Action Plan teams in the first 
in person meeting of supply 
chain council held in Wash-
ington last week, for three 
critical sectors: semiconduc-
tors, critical minerals with a 
focus on batteries, and chem-
icals which are highly relevant 
today given their supply/pro-
duction concentration and 
the experience learned from 
disruptions faced during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

He emphasized that 
healthcare including phar-
maceuticals and medical 

devices is an extremely rele-
vant area due to over con-
centration of global produc-
tion of APIs and Key Starting 
Materials (KSMs) which can 
severely impair supply chain 
resilience and impact our 
capacity to address the health-
care needs of our economies. 

Besides, the multimodal 
transport systems including 
multimodal transport corri-
dors, upgrades of logistics 
infrastructure, enhanced 
technological interoperability 
and data flows among freight 
and logistics enterprises, are 
some of the key areas which 
need to be focused upon, he 
added. 

The growing population 
puts immense pressure on 
limited agricultural land for 

higher yields and in this con-
text, the importance of resilient 
supply chains for Agro-chem-
icals has become extremely 
important, the minister high-
lighted.  

According to an estimate, 
the Global Agrochemicals 
Market (fertilizers, pesticides, 
adjuvants, and plant regu-
lators) is projected to reach 
USD 282.2 billion by 2028 
from USD 235.2 billion by 
2023, at a CAGR of 3.7%. 

He also noted that IPEF’s 
focus on Logistics and Move-
ment of Good aligns perfectly 
with PM Modi’s vision of 
Gati Shakti initiative, which 
aims to improve logistics and 
transportation infrastructure 
across India through evidence 
based integrated planning.

Piyush Goyal addresses IPEF ministerial meet, 
leaders welcome partnership agreements
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With a total portfolio of 25 
GW of carbon-free projects 
across 13 countries, Zelestra, 
a vertically integrated com-
pany specializing in devel-
oping, commercializing, con-
structing, and operating 
large-scale renewable energy 
projects, seems well set to 
strengthen its footprint in 
India. In yet another large 
transaction deal in India’s 
renewable energy space, 
Zelestra has closed a Euro 
132 million project financing 
package for its Gorbea solar 

photovoltaic plant in India. 
The financing has been 

signed with HSBC, Credit 
Agricole, MUFG and Bank 
of America. The facility, 
denominated in Indian 
Rupees (INR), is designated 
as green financing under 
Zelestra’s Green Financing 
Framework, aligning with 
the Green Loan Principles 
issued by the Loan Market 
Association. 

Zelestra, a global, multi-
technology,  customer-
focused renewable energy 
company, will now come 
up with its Gorbea solar 
photovoltaic plant in 

Rajasthan, India. 
The plant will have a total 

installed capacity of 435 MW 
and will generate an amount 
of energy equivalent to the 
annual consumption of more 
than 128,000 households in 
India. It will also help to 
avoid the emission of approx-
imately 13.3 million tons of 
carbon over the lifetime of 
the project. 

Significantly, the plant 
will supply power for the 
next 25 years to the Solar 
Energy Corporation of India 
(SECI), a company of India's 
Ministry of New and Renew-
able Energy. 

“This project financing 
represents a major milestone 
for Zelestra as we continue 

to strengthen our footprint 
in India. The support from 
leading international banks 

demonstrates confidence in 
our ability to deliver impactful 
renewable energy projects 
that benefit both our cus-
tomers and the countries 
where we operate," said Luis 
Alvargonzález,  CFO of 
Zelestra. 

The deal has been advised 
by Catalyst Trusteeship (Facil-
ity Agent & Security Trustee), 
TUV Rheinland (Lender’s 
Technical Advisor), Cyril 
Amarchand Mangaldas 
(Lender’s Legal Counsel), 
Luthra & Luthra (Borrower’s 
Legal Counsel), Indian Insure 
(Lender’s Insurance Advisor) 
and AECOM (Environmental 

& Social Advisor). 
Interestingly, at present, 

Zelestra India has 1.5 GW 
of projects in operation, 
construction, signed, or 
awarded. Additionally, its 
project pipeline, including 
those in the development 
phase, is close to 5 GW, with 
a target of doubling that 
capacity to 10 GW in the 
next six years. 

Sajay K V, CEO of Zelestra 
India, on his parts, said: 
“The Gorbea project kick-
starts our ambitious growth 
plan in India and reinforces 
our position as a reliable 
partner for our customers. 

This plant is a testament to 
our ability to execute strate-
gically located projects, as 
well as ensure performance 
in meeting deadlines and 
quality standards that our 
customers expect. We are 
committed to further con-
solidating our presence in 
India and to providing multi-
technology energy solutions 
that meet the country's 
needs”. 

Zelestra, backed by EQT, 
one of the largest fund man-
agers in the world with an 
AUM of Euro 232 billion, 
currently has 953 profes-
sionals globally.

Zelestra closes Euro 132 mn financing deal for 435 MW Gorbea solar plant

Strengthening core fundamentals 
best buffer against global 
uncertainties, says RBI Governor
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Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
Governor Shaktikanta Das 
said on Tuesday that strength-
ening core fundamentals is 
the best buffer against ongo-
ing global uncertainties. 

Speaking at an event in 
Nepal Rastra Bank, Kath-
mandu, he said the foremost 
lesson is that strengthening 
one’s fundamentals is the 
best buffer against global 
spillovers in today’s uncertain 
world.  

“The fundamentals would 
include a commitment to 
an inflation target, main-
taining buffers in the form 
of reserves, and following a 
prudent and forward-looking 
approach in financial sector 

policies. This approach, 
together with prudence in 
fiscal management, will go 
a long way in enhancing the 
resilience of the emerging 
market economies (EMEs),” 
he said.  

He said EMEs have exhib-
ited greater resilience, unlike 
previous episodes. “Notably, 
all traditional drivers of EME 
crises of the 20th century 
were present in the last few 
years, but the EMEs have 
probably learned from their 
experience and played it well 
this time.”  

While the resilience of 
EMEs will be tested in the 
face of new challenges crop-
ping up frequently, some 
lessons can be drawn as cen-
tral banks prepare for the 
rest of the 21st century, he 

added. 
Further talking about the 

Indian context, the Governor 
said, “I wish to highlight 
some aspects of the Reserve 
Bank’s approach that have 
worked well for us. We have 
not only managed to shield 
the Indian economy from 
multiple shocks in the last 
few years but have also 
enabled it to emerge stronger 
from the crisis.”  

“The Indian economy 
today demonstrates vastly 
improved macroeconomic 
fundamentals and buffers,” 
he highlighted.  

“Unlike many central 
banks which are narrowly 
focused on price stability 
using monetary policy, the 
Reserve Bank has a wider 
canvas of functions.  

“It is not just responsible 
for maintaining price stability, 
but also has the larger respon-
sibility of maintaining finan-
cial stability as the regulator 
and supervisor of banks and 
other financial sector entities, 
financial markets and pay-
ment systems.  

Das said this helps us to 
take a holistic view of the 
economy, appreciate the 
synergy and trade-offs 
involved in various objectives, 
and act appropriately using 
multiple instruments at our  
disposal.
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Israel and Hezbollah renew fire after 
the deadliest day in Lebanon since 2006
The Lebanese Health Ministry said the Israeli airstrikes since Monday killed at least 558 people, including 50 children and 94 women

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
BEIRUT, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 

I
srael and Hezbollah trad-
ed strikes again Tuesday 
as the death toll from a 
massive Israeli bombard-

ment climbed to nearly 560 
people and thousands fled 
from southern Lebanon with 
the two sides on the brink of 
all-out war. 

Displaced families slept 
in shelters hastily set up in 
schools in Beirut and the 
coastal city of Sidon. With 
hotels quickly booked to 
capacity or rooms priced 
beyond the means of many 
families, those who did not 
find shelter slept in their cars, 
in parks or along the sea-
side. 

The Lebanese Health Min-
istry said the strikes since 
Monday killed at least 558 
people, including 50 children 
and 94 women, and wounded 
more than 1,800 people — a 
staggering one-day toll for a 
country still reeling from a 

deadly attack on communi-
cation devices last week. 

Issa Baydoun fled the vil-
lage of Shihine in southern 
Lebanon when it came under 
bombing and came to Beirut 
in a convoy of cars with his 
extended family. They slept 
in the vehicles on the side of 
the road after discovering 
that the shelters were full. 

“We struggled a lot on the 
road just to get here,” he said. 

Baydoun rejected Israel’s 
contention that it hit only 
military targets. 

“We evacuated our homes 
because Israel is targeting 
civilians and attacking them,” 
he said. “That’s why we left 
our homes, to protect our 
children.” 

Well-wishers offered up 
empty apartments or rooms 
in their houses in social media 
posts, while volunteers set 
up a kitchen at an empty gas 
station in Beirut to cook meals 
for the displaced. 

In the eastern city of Baal-
bek, the state-run National 

News Agency reported that 
lines formed at bakeries and 
gas stations as residents 
rushed to stock up on essential 
supplies in anticipation of 
another round of strikes on 

Tuesday. 
Meanwhile, the border 

crossing with Syria saw mas-
sive traffic jams as a result of 
people escaping from Lebanon 
to the neighboring country. 

The Lebanese militant 
group Hezbollah said it 
launched missiles overnight 
at eight sites in Israel, including 
an explosives factory in 
Zichron, 60 kilometers (37 

miles) from the border. 
The Israeli military said 

Tuesday morning that 55 
rockets were fired from 
Lebanon into northern Israel, 
setting fires and damaging 
buildings. Military officials 
said they carried out dozens 
of airstrikes on Hezbollah 
targets, including on a cell 
that fired rockets overnight, 
and that tanks and artillery 
struck targets near the bor-
der. 

Galilee Medical Center, a 
northern Israel hospital, said 
that two patients arrived with 
minor head injuries from a 
rocket falling near their car. 
Several others were being 
treated for light wounds from 
running to shelters and traffic 
accidents when alarms sound-
ed. 

The renewed exchange 
came after Monday’s barrages 
racked up the highest death 
toll in any single day in 
Lebanon since Israel and 
Hezbollah fought a bruising 
monthlong war in 2006. 

Israel said it targeted sites 
where Hezbollah had stored 
weapons. Data from American 
fire-tracking satellites analyzed 
Tuesday by The Associated 
Press showed the wide range 
of Israeli airstrikes aimed at 
southern Lebanon, covering 
an area of over 1,700 square 
kilometers (650 square miles). 

NASA’s Fire Information 
for Resource Management 
System typically is used to 
track wildfires across rural 
areas of the U.S. However, it 
can also be used to track the 
flashes and burning that 
follow airstrikes. That’s par-
ticularly true when an airstrike 
ignites flammable material 
on the ground, such as muni-
tions or fuel. 

Data from Monday showed 
significant fires breaking out 
across southern Lebanon and 
in the Bekaa Valley. Several 
areas showed intense, multiple 
fires, including near the south-
ern coastal town of Naqoura, 
which hosts a base for the 
U.N. peacekeeping mission 

in southern Lebanon known 
as UNIFIL. Others were in 
mountainous rural areas or 
villages. 

The sides appear on the 
verge of war again after ten-
sions have steadily escalated 
over the last 11 months. 
Hezbollah has been firing 
rockets, missiles and drones 
into northern Israel in soli-
darity with the Palestinians 
and its ally Hamas, a fellow 
Iran-backed militant group, 
in Gaza. 

Israel has responded with 
increasingly heavy airstrikes 
and the targeted killing of 
Hezbollah commanders while 
threatening a wider opera-
tion. 

Thousands of Lebanese 
fled the southern part of the 
country on Monday after the 
Israeli military ordered people 
to evacuate areas where it 
accuses Hezbollah of posi-
tioning rocket launchers and 
other weapons, in the biggest 
exodus since the monthlong 
war waged 18 years ago. 

World leaders meet under shadow of global 
divisions, wars, threat of wider W Asia conflict
AGENCIES 
UNITED NATIONS, 24 SEPTEMBER  

 
World leaders will open their 
annual meeting at the U.N. 
General Assembly on Tuesday 
under the shadow of increas-
ing global divisions, major 
wars in Gaza, Ukraine and, 
Sudan and the threat of an 
even larger conflict in the 
wider Middle East. 

Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres previewed his open-
ing “State of the World” 
speech to presidents, prime 
ministers, monarchs and 
ministers at Sunday’s “Sum-
mit of the Future,” saying 
“our world is heading off the 

rails — and we need tough 
decisions to get back on 
track.” 

He pointed to conflicts 
“raging and multiplying, 
from the Middle East to 
Ukraine and Sudan, with no 
end in sight” and to the 
global security system, which 
he said is “threatened by 
geopolitical divides, nuclear 
posturing, and the develop-
ment of new weapons and 
theaters of war.” 

He also cited huge inequal-
ities, the lack of an effective 
global system to respond to 
emerging and even existential 
threats, and the devastating 
impact of climate change. 

One notable moment at 
Tuesday’s opening assembly 
meeting: U.S. President Joe 
Biden’s likely final major 
appearance on the world 

stage, a platform he has tred 
upon for decades. 

U.S. Ambassador Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield told 
reporters last week that the 
U.S. focus in the assembly 
will be on ending “the scourge 
of war,” lamenting that rough-
ly 2 billion people live in 
conflict-affected areas. “The 
most vulnerable around the 
world are counting on us to 
make progress, to make 
change, to bring about a 
sense of hope for them,” she 
said. 

Among other speakers on 
opening day are Brazil’s Pres-
ident Luiz Inácio Lula da 
Silva, Turkey’s President 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, King 
Abdullah II of Jordan, and 
Iran’s new President Masoud 
Pezeshkian. 

The Iranian leader accused 
Israel on Monday of seeking 
a wider war in the Middle 
East and laying “traps” to 
lead his country into a broader 
conflict. He pointed to the 
deadly explosions of pagers, 
walkie-talkies and other elec-
tronic devices in Lebanon 
last week, which he blamed 
on Israel, and the assassi-
nation of Hamas’ political 
leader Ismail Haniyeh in 
Tehran on July 31, hours 
after Pezeshkian’s inaugu-
ration.

Iran’s president accuses Israel of seeking wider 
West Asia war, laying ‘traps’ to lead Teheran into it
AGENCIES 
UNITED NATIONS, 24 SEPTEMBER  

 
Iran’s new president accused 
Israel on Monday of seeking 
a wider war in the Middle 
East and laying “traps” to lead 
his country into a broader 
conflict. 

Masoud Pezeshkian told 
about two dozen media rep-
resentatives that Iran doesn’t 
want to see the current war 
in Gaza and airstrikes across 
the Israeli-Lebanon border 
expanded. 

“We don’t want to fight,” 
he said. “It’s Israel that wants 
to drag everyone into war and 
destabilize the region. … They 
are dragging us to a point 
where we do not wish to go.” 

Pezeshkian, a heart surgeon 
and reformer, defeated a hard-
liner in Iran’s July presidential 
runoff, after the death of the 
former president in a helicopter 
crash. He is making his debut 
on the international stage at 
this week’s annual gathering 
of world leaders at the U.N. 
General Assembly, just as 
Israel steps up attacks on Iran-
ian-backed Hezbollah militants 
in Lebanon. 

The Iranian leader, who 

will turn 70 on Sunday, said 
that while Israel insists it 
doesn’t want a wider war, i ts 
actions show otherwise. 
Pezeshkian pointed to the 
deadly explosions of pagers, 
walkie-talkies and other elec-
tronic devices in Lebanon last 
week, which he blamed on 
Israel, and the assassination 
of Hamas’ political leader 
Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran on 
July 31, hours after Pezeshkian’s 
inauguration. 

Pezeshkian said the Iranian 
drone and missile attacks on 
Israel in April, in response to 
attack on an Iranian consular 
building in Syria’s capital that 
Tehran blamed on Israel, 
proved its defensive capabil-
ities.

UK leader Starmer aims to shed his gloomy image with a key speech
AGENCIES 
LIVERPOOL, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer will try to shake off 
his image as a gloom-monger 
on Tuesday, telling voters 
exhausted with politics that 
better times are on the way 
— if they swallow his recipe 
of short-term pain for long-
term gain. 

Starmer will cap Labour’s 
first annual conference since 
winning a landslide election 
victory with a speech assuring 
members and supporters that 
there is “light at the end of 
the tunnel.” 

Some members of the cen-
ter-left party say Starmer has 
made that dark tunnel longer 
by delivering downbeat mes-
sages about the economy 
since becoming the first Labour 
prime minister for 14 years 
in July. That and a distracting 
row about freebies have over-
shadowed what should be a 
celebratory gathering for thou-
sands of party members in 
the northwest England port 
city of Liverpool. 

“I know this country is 
exhausted by and with politics,” 
Starmer plans to say, according 
to advance extracts released 
by the party. “I know that the 

cost-of-living crisis drew a 
veil over the joy and wonder 
in our lives and that people 
want respite and relief.” 

He’ll say the government 
will deliver positive change, 
but won’t offer “false hope.” 

“Just because we all want 
low taxes and good public 
services, does not mean that 
the iron law of properly funding 

policies can be ignored,” 
Starmer plans to say. He’ll 
pledge to take “tough” decisions 
– code for spending restraint 
and likely tax increases – to 
achieve economic growth to 
fund schools, hospitals, road, 
railways and more. 

The government is gam-
bling that voters will hear out 
Starmer’s argument and give 
the government time to show 
results. But anxiety about mis-
steps has clouded the mood 
among Labour members, sup-
porters, politicians and officials 
gathered in a rain-drenched 
Liverpool for the four-day 
conference.

Russia will not resume nuclear test unless US does: Deputy FM
AGENCIES 
MOSCOW, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
Russia will refrain from con-
ducting nuclear tests as long 
as the United States does the 
same, local media reported 
quoting Russian Deputy For-
eign Minister Sergei Ryabkov.  

Ryabkov noted that while 
Moscow can conduct nuclear 
tests, it will refrain from 
doing so as stated earlier 
by the Russian president, 
provided that Washington 
will do the same, reports 
Xinhua, quoting Russian 
news agency TASS. 

"I would like to draw 

attention to recent media 
reports indicating that the 
infrastructure of the test 
site on Novaya Zemlya is 
fully prepared," Ryabkov 
said on Monday. 

He stressed that "this 
was also done in response 
to Washington's actions, 
which over the past few 
years has been focused on 
improving the infrastructure 
that they have in this field." 

The testing facility, located 
at the Novaya Zemlya archi-
pelago in northern Russia, 
is currently ready to resume 
full-scale testing activities, 
the head of the nuclear site 

Andrei Sinitsyn said in a 
recent interview for local 
Rossiyskaya Gazeta. 

He noted that if an order 
is received, testing could be 
resumed at any moment. 

In November 2023, Russ-
ian President Vladimir Putin 
signed a law withdrawing 
Russia's ratification of the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

The CTBT is a multilateral 
agreement that bans all 
nuclear explosion tests con-
ducted for peaceful or mil-
itary purposes. The treaty 
was adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly 
in 1996, signed by 187 
nations, and ratified by 178 
as of September 2024. 



13KOLKATA, WEDNESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2024

Lankan President appoints 
Harini Amarasuriya as PM
 Amarasuriya of the National People's Power (NPP) party is an academic, rights activist, and  
university lecturer and is known for her work in education and social justice
AGENCIES 
COLOMBO, 24 SEPTEMBER  

 

S
ri Lankan President 
Anura Kumara Dis-
sanayake appointed 
Harini Amarasuriya as 

Sri Lanka's 16th Prime Min-
ister, NewsWire reported. 

 Amarasuriya of the Nation-
al People's Power (NPP) party 
is an academic, rights activist, 
and university lecturer and 
is known for her work in edu-
cation and social justice. Her 
appointment marks a signif-
icant milestone in Sri Lankan 
politics. 

 She becomes Sri Lanka's 
third woman Prime Minister 
after Sirimavo Bandaranaike 
and Chandrika Bandaranaike 
Kumaratunga, according to 
a NewsWire report. 

 The new Sri Lankan PM 
is the first academic-turned-
politician to assume office. 
Harini Amarasuriya entered 
Parliament through the NPP 

national list in 2020. 
 On Monday, Marxist-

leaning politician Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake took 
the oath as Sri Lanka's new 
president at the Presidential 
Secretariat building in Colom-
bo after winning the elections 
held on September 21. 

After taking the oath as 
Sri Lanka's President, he said, 
"I will do my best to fully 
restore the people's confidence 
in politicians," Al Jazeera 
reported. 

 He said he understood 
the complexity of the problems 
faced by Sri Lanka. Dis-
sanayake stated that he would 
work hard to realise the hopes 
of the people and win the 
confidence of all the people 
of Sri Lanka. 

 He further said, "I am not 
a conjurer, I am not a magi-
cian." He said, "There are 
things I know and things I 
don't know, but I will seek 
the best advice and do my 
best. For that, I need the sup-

port of everyone." According 
to the Election Commission 
of Sri Lanka, Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake of the People's 
Liberation Front (JVP) party 
and the National People's 
Power (NPP) alliance won 
the presidential elections 
with 42.31 per cent of the 
vote. 

 Dissanayake ran for office 
on a promise to tackle cor-
ruption and clean up politics 
in Sri Lanka, according to Al 
Jazeera report. It was Sri 
Lanka's first presidential elec-
tion since the devastating 
economic crisis of 2022. 

 The crisis, which led to 
widespread food and fuel 
shortages, prompted former 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
to flee the country in July 
2022. 

 The situation in Sri Lanka 
has now stabilised with the 
support of the International 
Monetary Fund, according 
to the report. However, people 

faced severe hardships due 
to the strict austerity meas-
ures. 

 The JVP led two rebellions 
in the 1970s and 1980s. Dis-
sanayake was a JVP student 
leader during the second 
insurrection. He has described 
how one of his teachers shel-
tered him to protect him from 
government-backed death 
squads that killed party 
activists. The party has 
remained a peripheral player 
in Sri Lankan politics and 
had secured a win in less 
than four per cent of the vote 
during the parliamentary 
polls held in 2020, Al Jazeera 
report.  Dissanayake considers 
Marxist revolutionary Che 
Guevara among his heroes. 
Since his rise to popularity, 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake 
has softened some of his poli-
cies, stressing that he believes 
in an open economy and is 
not completely opposed to 
privatisation. 

Small tsunami waves splash ashore 
on remote Japanese islands
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
TOKYO, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
Small  tsunami waves 
splashed ashore on remote 
Japanese islands Tuesday 
morning after an earthquake 
that may have been triggered 
by volcanic activity. 

The offshore quake was 

not felt, and the tsunami 
advisory was lifted about 
three hours later. No damage 
or injuries were reported. 
The Japan Meteorological 
Agency had advised that 
waves up to 1 meter (yard) 
above tide levels could occur 
on the coasts of the Izu and 
Ogasawara island chains 

after the magnitude 5.8 
quake occurred off the Izu 
Islands. 

 The U.S. Geological Sur-
vey measured the quake’s 
strength at  5.6 
magnitude.About 21,500 
people live on the islands 
in the Izu group and about 
2,500 on the Ogasawara 

Former Singaporean 
minister pleads guilty 
to receiving illegal gifts
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
KUALA LUMPUR, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
A former Singaporean cabinet 
minister pleaded guilty to 
charges of receiving illegal 
gifts Tuesday, in the Asian 
financial hub’s first ministerial 
criminal trial in nearly half a 
century. 

Former Transport Minister 
S. Iswaran (photo) pleaded 
guilty to one count of obstruct-
ing justice and four of accepting 
gifts from people with whom 
he had official business. The 
court set Oct. 3 for sentencing, 
Channel News Asia report-
ed. 

Iswaran, 62, was initially 
charged with 35 counts but 
in a twist at the start of the 
trial, prosecutors said they 
would proceed with only five, 
while reducing two counts of 
corruption to receiving illegal 
gifts. Prosecutors said they 
will apply for the remaining 
30 charges to be taken into 
consideration for sentencing. 
No reasons were given for 
the move. 

Iswaran received gifts worth 
over 74,000 Singapore dollars 
($57,000) from Ong Beng Seng, 
a Singapore-based Malaysian 
property tycoon, and busi-
nessperson Lum Kok Seng.The 
gifts included tickets to Sin-
gapore’s Formula 1 race, wine 
and whisky and a luxury 
Brompton bike. Ong owns 
the right to the local F1 race, 
and Iswaran was chair of and 

later adviser to the Grand 
Prix’s steering committee.The 
Attorney-General’s Chambers 
said it will decide whether to 
charge Ong and Lum after 
the case against Iswaran has 
been resolved. 

In mitigation, defence 
counsel Davinder Singh asked 
the court to limit any jail 
term to no more than eight 
weeks, according to CNA. 
He said Iswaran had no 
motive in accepting the gifts 
other than personal friendship 
with the men, but he recog-
nized it was wrong to do so 
and admitted guilt after the 
graft charges were dropped. 
There was no suggestion that 
the government’s impartiality 
and integrity had been under-
mined, Singh added.But pros-
ecutors called for a jail term 
of 6-7 months. Deputy Attor-
ney General Tai Wei Shyong 
said in his submission that 
not punishing such acts 
would send a signal that such 
acts are tolerated.

Telegram to disclose user 
data at authoritiesÂ 
requests: Telegram can dis-
close users' data upon rea-
sonable requests from 
authorities, the encrypted 
messaging service's co-
founder Pavel Durov said on 
his Telegram channel. Durov 
pointed out the abuse of 
users of the search feature.
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L
ight pollution is a grow-
ing issue. Over the 
past 25 years, artificial 
lighting has surged by 

49 per cent worldwide. For 
perspective, the brightness 
of the night sky has risen by 
almost 10 per cent per year 
over the last 12 years. Around 
80 per cent of the global pop-
ulation is now affected by 
light pollution. 

This is bad news, as light 
pollution is associated with 
a range of health problems, 
such as sleep disorders, fatigue, 
anxiety and deprivation. 

Light pollution may also 
significantly increase the risk 
of developing Alzheimer’s 
disease, a recent study has 
found. 

Alzheimer’s disease has 
many known risk factors 
linked with a greater risk of 
developing the disease. These 
include health conditions 
such as heart disease, high 
blood pressure and diabetes, 
as well as lifestyle habits such 
as smoking and drinking alco-
hol. This latest study now 
provides convincing evidence 
that light pollution is another 
risk factor for Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

To conduct their study, 
the researchers used Medicare 
records from between 2012 
and 2018, alongside satel-
lite-collected light pollution 
maps from Nasa to examine 
whether there was a link 
between outdoor nighttime 
light exposure and the preva-
lence of Alzheimer’s disease 
in the US. The data featured 
a mix of men and women, as 
well as people from different 
ethnic backgrounds. 

The study showed that for 
people aged 65 and older, 
living in an area with a lot of 
nighttime light pollution was 
a stronger risk factor for 
Alzheimer’s disease than 

chronic kidney failure, depres-
sion, heart failure, alcohol 
abuse and obesity – risk factors 
which all have a strong cor-
relation with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. However, diabetes, high
blood pressure and stroke 
were still more strongly asso-
ciated with Alzheimer’s disease
than light pollution was in 
people aged over 65. 

Interestingly, in those 
under 65, the study revealed 
that greater exposure to night-
time light pollution was linked 
to a higher prevalence of 
Alzheimer’s than all the risk 
factors analysed. This effect 
was shown in both genders 
and all races – except Pacific 
Islanders. 

This could suggest that
younger people may be espe-
cially sensitive to the effects 

of light exposure at night, 
compared to older people. 

Sleep and brain health 
As with most studies, it’s 

important to recognise that 
this research isn’t without 
limitations. Some variables 
were not adjusted for in this 
study, which may influence 
the results. 

For instance, artificial 
indoor light was not measured 
– such as the light emitted 
from phones, TVs and other 
electronic screens. Such factors 
are also associated with sleep 
disturbances and could affect 
the outcomes. 

Another factor which 
wasn’t adjusted for and could 
affect the results is the influ-
ence of air pollution. Light 
pollution is closely connected 
to air pollution – with brightly 

illuminated areas often being 
busier urban centres. These 
urban environments have a 
higher concentration of vehi-
cles, industrial activity and 
waste disposal. This all leads 
to increased levels of harmful 
particulate matter – a factor 
which is associated with cog-
nitive decline and demen-
tia. 

The study’s data was also 
only specific to the US pop-
ulation. Health and socioe-
conomic status differences 
were not analysed, which are 
important factors of 
Alzheimer’s and could have 
had an influence. 

Still, this isn’t the first 
study to show a link between 
nighttime light pollution and 
brain health. 

Previous research has also 

shown a link between night-
time light pollution and 
dementia. Studies from China 
and Italy found that people 
living in areas that had high 
levels of light pollution had 
a higher risk of developing 
mild cognitive impairment 
and late-onset dementia. This 
latest study adds to the body 
of evidence, showing a link 
between light pollution and 
Alzheimer’s disease specifi-
cally. 

Research has shown there’s 
a link between light pollution 
and Parkinson’s disease as 
well. 

The exact reason why light 
pollution at night is linked 
to a greater risk of Alzheimer’s 
disease is unknown. However, 
it may be related to the way 
light pollution can interrupt 

sleep. 
Sleep plays an important 

role in the development of 
dementia. Research shows 
poor sleep may impair the 
glymphatic system – a network 
of vessels in the brain that 
clear waste and help wash 
away the toxic proteins that 
are thought to build up and 
cause Alzheimer’s. It’s theo-
rised that without enough 
sleep, these proteins aren’t 
washed away and continue 
to build up. 

Exposure to light at night 
can also interrupt a person’s 
circadian rhythm. This is the 
brain’s internal clock, which 
manages our sleep and wake 
cycles by responding to 
changes in light around us. 
Disrupting this cycle can trig-
ger inflammation and increase 

a person’s susceptibility to 
illnesses. Such inflammation 
can promote an increase in 
amyloid, a toxic protein that 
is typically found in the brains 
of Alzheimer’s patients. 

There may also be genetic 
factors in play. For instance, 
the APOE gene is linked with 
a greater risk of developing 
early-onset Alzheimer’s. This
gene can affect how the body 
deals with stress. 

This suggests that people 
under 65 might be less equipped 
to handle stressors like light 
pollution, possibly because 
young people are more likely 
to carry the APOE gene than 
older people. This may poten-
tially make them more vulner-
able to its detrimental effects. 

This research contributes 
to the growing body of evidence 

showing a link between light 
pollution and Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. With the majority of the 
world’s population exposed to 
light pollution, this could 
become an important risk factor 
when it comes to Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

While it’s concerning that 
light pollution may have this 
effect on our health, it’s a mod-
ifiable environmental factor – 
meaning it’s something that 
we can take charge of in order 
to reduce our risk of Alzheimer’s 
disease. Even a few simple 
adjustments at nighttime can 
help reduce exposure to light 
pollution – including wearing 
an eye mask, using blackout 
curtains and dimming lights. 

 
The writer is PhD candidate, 
neuroscience, University of 
Sheffield
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ZAKIR HUSSAIN  

II
n today’s fast-changing 
digital world, cyber 
threats are getting more 
advanced, common, and 

harmful. To handle these 
challenges, organisations 
need strong cybersecurity 
strategies that help them pre-
dict, find, and react to possible 
attacks. A key part of these 
strategies is threat intelligence. 
This means gathering, study-
ing, and using information 
about possible or ongoing 
threats to make an organi-
sation’s defences stronger. 

Threat intelligence is 
the process of collecting 
information about possible 
or real threats that could 
harm an organisation’s data 
security. It involves carefully 
gathering clues, signs of 
attacks (IOCs), and methods 
used by cybercriminals. The 
aim of threat intelligence is 
to give useful insights to 
security teams so they can 
take action before risks turn 
into bigger problems. 

 
Threat intelligence can be 
classified as below: 

-This is general infor-
mation that helps organisa-
tions see the big picture of 
threats and trends. It’s often 
used by senior management 
to make smart decisions 
about where to invest in 
cybersecurity. 

-This type of intelli-
gence looks at the methods 
and strategies used by 

attackers. It's mainly helpful 
for cybersecurity analysts 
and security teams (SOCs)
to create better defences. 

-This gives detailed 
information about specific 
upcoming attacks, helping 
organisations act quickly to 
protect themselves from an 
active threat. 

 
Role of threat intelligence 
in cybersecurity 
The main purpose of threat 
intelligence is to give a clear 
view of the threats aimed at 
an organisation, helping it
create strong and flexible 
defences. Here’s how it sup-
ports cybersecurity strate-
gies: 

- One of the biggest 
benefits of threat intelli-
gence is that it allows organ-
isations to stay ahead of 
attacks by identifying 
potential threats early. For 
instance, if a new type of 
ransomware is spreading, 
companies can address sys-
tem weaknesses and 
strengthen their security 
before the malware strikes. 

-As cyber threats like 
APTs, zero-day attacks, and 
ransomware grow more 
complex, traditional securi-
ty measures may fall short. 
Threat intelligence comple-
ments tools like IDS and
firewalls by providing real-
time updates on current 
threats, enhancing the abil-
ity to detect harmful activi-
ties. 

-When a breach or 

attack occurs, timely and 
accurate threat intelligence 
helps quickly contain and 
minimise damage. By 
understanding the attack-
ers' methods, response 
teams can swiftly isolate 
affected systems, mitigate 
harm, and use the insights 
gained to bolster defences 
against future threats. 

-Modern cybersecurity 
strategies rely heavily on 
effective risk management. 
Threat intelligence high-
lights specific threats rele-
vant to an organisation’s 
industry or systems, helping 
them prioritise resources 
and focus on the most vul-
nerable areas. 

-Threat intelligence 
promotes collaboration 
across industries, sectors, 
and governments. Platforms 
like ISACs and open-source 
tools provide access to cru-
cial information about new 
threats, helping organisa-
tions collectively enhance 
their security and prepare 
for potential attacks. 

As cyber threats keep 
changing, threat intelligence 
will become even more 
important in modern cyber-
security strategies. In the 
future, technologies like 
artificial intelligence (AI) 
and machine learning (ML) 
will improve how we 
analyse data, spot patterns, 
and make decisions. This 
will help security teams pre-
dict threats more accurately 
and respond faster to inci-

dents. Additionally, the 
growing need for threat 
hunting—actively looking 
for hidden threats in net-
works—will depend on 
detailed intelligence. Cyber-

security teams will need to 
stay flexible, using threat 
intelligence to keep up with 
new and more advanced 
attack methods. 

Threat intelligence is 

now essential for modern 
cybersecurity strategies, help-
ing organisations stay ahead 
of changing cyber threats. It 
provides useful insights, 
improves threat detection, 

and strengthens response to 
incidents. As the digital world 
becomes more complicated, 
integrating threat intelligence 
into security systems is crucial 
for protecting important 

assets and keeping the trust of 
stakeholders. 

 
 

The writer is the CEO, of BD 
Software Distribution  
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RASHID AIMS FOR WORLD CUP, CHAMPIONS TROPHY  
England spinner Rashid Rashid has set his eyes on World Cup and Champions 

Trophy titles after reaching the 200 ODI wickets milestone in the second 50-
over match against Australia at Headingley last week. Rashid also confirmed 
that he is not thinking about hanging up his international boots, a possibil-
ity that came up after Moeen Ali announced his retirement from interna-
tional cricket earlier this month. Despite the focus on evolving tactics 
and personnel, Rashid remains a key figure for the future of England's 

limited-overs teams.
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Ticked all the right boxes in terms of our 
preparation for T20 WC: Harmanpreet
The Women’s T20 World Cup, starting 3 October, presents another chance to end Indian team’s wait for a global title

TRIDIB BAPARNASH 
NEW DELHI, 24 SEPTEMBER 
 

H
armanpreet Kaur 
is no stranger to 
heartbreaks at big-
ticket ICC tourna-

ments with a few coming 
under her leadership when 
India returned runners-up 
in 2020, and then ended as 
the losing semifinalist in 2022 
— both losses coming against 
their old nemesis Australia. 
The forthcoming women’s 
T20 World Cup, starting Octo-
ber 3 in the UAE, presents 
Harmanpreet and Co another 
opportunity to lay their hands 
on that elusive trophy, and 
in a way double the joy for 
fans after the men’s team’s 
victorious campaign in the 
Caribbean last June. 

Since the women’s T20 
World Cup's inception in 
2009, India have managed 
to reach the final only once 
in 2020. India have also come 
agonisingly close to winning 
the WODI World Cup, but 
finished runner-up in 2017. 

Ahead of their departure 
in quest of that elusive global 
crown, Harmanpreet exuded 
confidence in her team, and 
felt that it has been able to 
tick all the boxes in terms of 

preparations. 
“We have ticked all the 

boxes in terms of preparation 
compared to the small things 
that were not there maybe 

in earlier editions. If I talk 
about this team, we have a 
few players who have been 
playing for a longer time and 
know their roles really well. 

I'm quite confident with this 
team and I can say that, yes, 
it's the best team going into 
the World Cup,” the 35-year-
old said. 

India haven’t had game 
time since the end of July 
when they surprisingly fin-
ished runners-up to Sri Lanka 
in the Asia Cup. As part of 

preparations for the T20 
World Cup, the team under-
went an extensive preparatory 
camp at the NCA where the 
players spent a lot of time 
on fitness and fielding, areas 
where the team has been 
found wanting in the past.  

“During the Asia Cup, we 
played good cricket. We have 
to talk about the entire tour-
nament. There was one odd 
game that day when things 
didn’t go how we wanted. 
There are a lot of areas where 
we sat and discussed how 
we go about it and we are 
working on that,” said Har-
manpreet, who has been part 
of all the T20 World Cups 
that have been staged till 
date. 

In a career spanning close 
to a decade and half, Har-
manpreet has been part of 
numerous global tourna-
ments, but despite that she 
said that she is as excited as 
her maiden World champi-
onship. “I know I have played 
so many World Cups but I 
have the same excitement 
as I had when I was 19,” she 
expressed. 

India will open their cam-
paign against New Zealand 
in Dubai on October 4, and 
the high-profile clash against 

arch-rivals Pakistan will take 
place in Dubai on October 
6. India’s third group A match 
is against Sri Lanka on October 
9, before the face-off against 
defending champions Aus-
tralia on October 13 in Shar-
jah. 

India’s main challenge 
will come from Australia, 
who have found a way to 
beat India in ICC events even 
from difficult situations. How-
ever, Harmanpreet believes 
that her side is focused on 
playing good cricket, in order 
to stand a chance to beat a 
tough opponent like Aus-
tralia. 

“Look their team is good, 
no doubt about that. They 
also know that India is one 
of the teams that can go really 
hard on them. I think that is 
a really positive sign. We 
know that whenever we are 
playing against them, we can 
beat them any day, any time. 
Winning the title for so many 
years, it's a great opportunity 
for us. They know that we 
are a team that is really good. 
We just want to play good 
cricket and be in that frame 
where we are aware and keep 
talking about those things 
that will help us beat them,” 
Harmanpreet said.

Irani Cup: Ishan in Rest of India squad; Shardul aims for successful return
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
Ishan Kishan’s return to red-
ball cricket received a major 
shot in the arm after he was 
picked in the Rest of India 
(RoI) squad led by Ruturaj 
Gaikwad for the Irani Cup 
contest against Ranji Trophy 
champions Mumbai, starting 
October 1 in Lucknow. 

Returning to first class 
cricket for the first time since 
July 2023, and the subsequent 
loss of his BCCI central con-
tract, Kishan made a state-
ment, scoring a century for 
India C in the Duleep Trophy.  

Kishan is one of two wick-
etkeepers in the squad, along-
side Dhruv Jurel, whose selec-
tion in the RoI squad is subject 
to his non-participation in 
India’s second Test against 
Bangladesh, starting Sep-
tember 27 in Kanpur.  

Besides Jurel, left-arm 
quick Yash Dayal and mid-
dle-order batter Sarfaraz 
Khan, who are also part of 
the Test squad, have been 

picked in the RoI and Mumbai 
squads respectively, with the 
same caveat. Bengal’s Abhi-
manyu Easwaran, who ended 
as the second-highest run 
scorer in the recently con-
cluded Duleep Trophy was 
named Gaikwad’s deputy in 
the RoI side, that features 

another two opening 
prospects in Devdutt Padikkal 
and B Sai Sudharsan. Andhra’s 
Ricky Bhui and Baroda's 
Shashwat Rawat have also 
been included in the RoI 
squad based on their impres-
sive Duleep Trophy form. 
Bhui top scored with 359 

runs at an average of 71.80, 
with two hundreds and a 
half-century, while Rawat 
slammed 124 and 53 in his 
most recent outing for India 
A. The RoI bowling attack 
boasts of a formidable unit 
led by Prasidh Krishna, who 
recently made comeback 

from a quadriceps injury in 
the Duleep Trophy, alongside 
Mukesh Kumar and two left-
arm quicks in Dayal and 
Khaleel Ahmed.  

The spin attack will be 
manned by Manav Suthar, 
Saransh Jain and Rahul Cha-
har.

Domestic cricket more 
important than IPL, says 
Dhawal Kulkarni: Amid the 
rising trend of playing IPL 
among youngsters, former 
India pacer Dhawal Kulkarni 
stressed that playing 
domestic cricket is more 
important if the ultimate 
goal is to play Test cricket 
for the country. Kulkarni, 
who announced retirement 
last season after playing 
18 years of domestic crick-
et, said performing consis-
tently in domestic red-ball 
competitions is not easy. 
"100 percent, when you 
play domestic cricket then 
you get a chance to play in 
IPL. Playing domestic crick-
et is very important if you 
want to play Test cricket 
for India. In Mumbai crick-
et, whenever an interna-
tional player is free he 
plays in domestic cricket as 
we've set that standard. It 
is not easy to perform con-
sistently in domestic crick-
et.  Meanwhile, IPL is also 
important but I give more 
importance to domestic 
cricket. You get the idea of 
conditions in domestic 
cricket. There is no option 
other than domestic crick-
et to play Test," the for-
mer Mumbai pacer said. 
The stalwart of domestic 
cricket reflected back on 
his career and expressed 
satisfaction with his 
achievements which 
include five Ranji Trophy 
titles with Mumbai.

THUMBNAILS

Pakistan bowlers thought Morne 
Morkel was nothing: Basit Ali

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
Former Pakistan cricketer 
Basit Ali lashed out at the 
country’s current set of pace 
bowlers for belittling ex-
South Africa pacer Morne 
Morkel during the latter’s 
brief stint as the Men-in-
Green’s bowling coach last 
year.  

Ali’s comments came after 

Morkel, India’s newly-recruit-
ed bowling coach, kicked off 
his stint with an impressive 
performance from Jasprit 
Bumrah and Co, during 
India’s resounding 280-run 
triumph over Bangladesh in 
the opening Test in Chennai.  

Bumrah was the pick of 
the bowlers in the first innings, 
returning with four wickets, 
and went on to add one in 
the second for a match haul 

of five, while Ravichandran 
Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja 
shared nine wickets between 
them to emerge chief archi-
tects of India’s massive victory 
inside four days. 

Ali took potshots at the 
attitude of Pakistani bowlers 
during Morkel’s brief stint 
with the team. Morkel’s tenure 
was cut short after Pakistan's 
disappointing performance 
at the ODI World Cup.

Border-Gavaskar Trophy: Wehave to keep 
Pant quiet, says Australia captain Cummins
AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
Australia captain Pat Cum-
mins remains wary of India 
star wicketkeeper-batter 
Rishabh Pant's ability to take 
the game on and said his 
side needs to keep the 26-
year-old batter quiet in the 
upcoming Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy.  

The upcoming five-match 
Test series between India 
and Australia will start on 

November 22. The series will 
see India and Australia play 
in Perth, Adelaide (pink-ball 
match), Brisbane, Melbourne, 
and Sydney from November 
22 to January 7, 2025.  

India were able to retain 
the title in the last four suc-
cessive BGT, which includes 
their famous series wins in 
2018-19 and 2020-21, where 
Pant played a remarkable 
knock of 89 not out in Gabba 
and snatched the victory in 
style to end Australia's 32-

year undefeated run at their 
fortress. Pant made a remark-
able comeback in Test cricket 
against Bangladesh, after a 
long wait of 637 days due to 
a near-fatal car crash in 
December 2022, scoring 109 
runs in the second innings, 
helping India in a 280-run 
victory in Chennai. 

“Someone like Rishabh, 
he might play a reverse lap 
and it's an incredible shot 
and that's just part of who 
he is," Cummins said.

ICC names  officials for 
women’s T20 World Cup
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
The forthcoming ICC 
women’s T20 World Cup 
2024 will feature an all-
female panel of match offi-
cials, the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) announced 
on Tuesday. 

Thirteen match officials 
— 10 umpires and three 
match referees — were 
named for the upcoming 
edition hosted by the 
Bangladesh Cricket Board 
(BCB) in the UAE. 

Claire Polosak will bring 
the most experience to the 
panel, having officiated in 
four previous Women’s T20 
World Cup tournaments. 
Kim Cotton and Jacqueline 
Williams will be making 
their fourth appearance at 
the event, both having the 
distinction of officiating the 
final of the previous edition 
between Australia and South 
Africa. Sue Redfern, who 
served as the TV umpire for 
the previous final, also returns 
for her fourth appearance 
at the tournament. On the 
other hand, Zimbabwe’s 
Sarah Dambanevana will 
make her Women’s T20 
World Cup debut as an 
umpire.  

Announcing the list of 
officials, ICC Senior Manager 
– Umpires and Referees, 
Sean Easey said,  

“The ICC is proud to be 
contributing to the advance-
ment of women in our sport. 
To be announcing this all-
female lineup of match offi-
cials for the ICC Women’s 
T20 World Cup 2024 is won-
derful.  This group, selected 
as the most deserving 
umpires for this event fol-
lowing their recent form in 
bilateral and other cricket, 
are some of the very best 
from around the world. We 
are confident that they will 
do a great job at this event. 
I wish them the best of luck 
as they oversee the world’s 
top women’s cricketers in 
what will be an exciting 
tournament for all involved,” 
Easey added. 

The upcoming Women’s 
T20 World Cup will feature 
10 teams competing across 
23 matches for the prestigious 
trophy. The tournament 
kicks off on October 3 with 
an exciting opening clash 
between Bangladesh and 
Scotland in Sharjah. 

Prior to the main event, 
each team will participate 
in two warm-up matches, 
starting on September 28.


