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In a setback to Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, the
Karnataka High Court on

Tuesday dismissed his petition
challenging Governor’s
approval for investigation
against him in a site allotment
case. Reacting to the verdict,
the Chief Minister accused
Narendra Modi-led NDA
Government of indulging in
vendetta politics, rejecting BJP

and JD(S) demand for his
resignation. Talking to media,
the Chief Minsiter said he will
address the issue politically
and consult legal experts. 
“I still say I have done no
wrong,” he said. 
The Chief Minister had
challenged the approval given
by the Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot for an
investigation against him in
the alleged irregularities in the
allotment of 14 sites to his wife
by the Mysuru Urban

Development Authority
(MUDA) in a prime locality.
After completing the hearings
on the petition in six sittings
from August 19, the single
judge bench of Justice M
Nagaprasanna on September
12 reserved its verdict. It had
also extended its August 19
interim order directing the
special court for people’s
representatives that was slated
to hear complaints against
him in the case, to defer its
proceedings till the disposal of
the petition.
“The facts narrated in the
petition would undoubtedly
require investigation, in the
teeth of the fact that the
beneficiary of all these acts is
not anybody outside but the
family of the petitioner. The
petition stands dismissed,”
Justice Nagaprasanna ruled,
adding that “interim order of
any kind subsisting today shall
stand dissolved.” 
The Governor on August 16
accorded sanction under
Section 17A of the Prevention
of Corruption Act, 1988 and
Section 218 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), 2023 for the
commission of the alleged
offences as mentioned in the
petitions submitted to him by
complainants Pradeep Kumar
SP, TJ Abraham and
Snehamayi Krishna. 

Continued on page 2
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In a move to ensure
cleanliness and public

health safety measurement in
the wake of cases regarding
spitting on edible item in
various parts of the State,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday
directed eateries across the
State to prominently display
the name and address of their
operator, proprietor and
manager, install CCTV
cameras and ensure that its
chefs and waiters wear masks
and gloves to ensure
cleanliness.
“Now whether it is a chef or a
waiter, they will have to wear
masks and gloves and it will
be mandatory to install
CCTV in hotels/restaurants,”
the Chief Minister said.
According to a statement
issued by the State
Government, the names and
addresses of the operator,
proprietor, manager, and
other relevant personnel
should be prominently
displayed at food
establishments.
In this context, necessary
amendments have to be made
to the Food Safety and
Standards Act to ensure
compliance. The Chief
Minister also ordered a
thorough investigation and
verification of all hotels,
dhabas, restaurants, and
eateries in the State to verify

the purity of their food.
The directives come against
the backdrop of recent
controversies in the State
around a video clip that
showed a teenager spitting on
flatbread at a Saharanpur
eatery which led to the arrest
of its owner. In Ghaziabad, a
juice vendor was arrested on
charges of mixing urine in the
juices he served.
The UP Chief Minister ,
during the meeting, said that
the presence of human waste
in food items is not only
disgusting but poses a
serious health risk and
highlighted the need for
strict punitive action against
those found guilty of
adulterating food with
harmful substances.
“In recent times, incidents of
adulterating food items like
juice, dal, and roti with
human waste, inedible, or
dirty substances have been
reported from various parts of

the country. These acts are
atrocious, posing a serious
threat to public health. Such
malicious practices are
completely unacceptable. To
prevent such occurrences in
Uttar Pradesh, concrete
measures must be put in place
to ensure food safety and
protect the health of the
common man,” read the
statement.
“It is essential to thoroughly
investigate food
establishments such as dhabas
and restaurants. A state-wide
intensive campaign should be
conducted to verify all
employees, including the
operators of these
establishments. This
verification process must be
completed swiftly by a joint
team comprising the Food
Safety and Drug
Administration, Police, and
Local Administration,” it
added.

Continued on page 2
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A16-year-old boy was
stabbed to death allegedly

by three of his schoolmates in
East Delhi’s Shakarpur when
he refused to give them a
samosa party after buying a
new phone.
According to the police on
Tuesday, the accused have
been identified as three
juveniles, all aged 16 years.
While one is a student of Class
11, the other two are students
of Class nine, who have been
apprehended in connection
with the murder.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (East) Apoorva Gupta
said that they found about the
crime after the police saw
blood on the street. “On
Monday around 7:15 pm
during patrolling, beat staff
noticed blood on the street
near Ramji Samosa shop and
conducted an enquiry,” she
said.
While the argument was
escalating, there were people
present on the spot who
alerted the police. She said
local people informed the
team that a group of boys had
stabbed one boy, who was
taken to the Loknayak Jai
Prakash (LNJP) hospital.

“Approx an hour later,
Shakarpur police station
received information from
LNJP Hospital about the
admission of a 16-year-old
boy named Sachin, resident of
Shakarpur, who was declared
brought dead,” Gupta stated,
adding that the incident
occurred in full public view.

Gupta said Sachin succumbed
to injuries in the hospital
about an hour later. “During

the inspection of the body,
two stab wounds were found
on the back. Further

investigation revealed that
deceased Sachin and his
minor friend were returning
after buying a new mobile
phone when they encountered
a group of three other boys
near Ramji Samosa shop,” she
stated.
Further, the DCP added that
the fight ensued after the
deceased refused to give a
party to his schoolmates. “The
group demanded a party or a
treat to celebrate the purchase
but Sachin refused. An
argument ensued, leading to
the stabbing,” Gupta said.
A person passing through the
area around 9 pm stated that
the crime scene was heavily
guarded by police and blood
marks of the victim were seen
on the road. “All shops around
the crime scene were closed. I
was very shocked to see that
such a gruesome murder
happened on the streets of
Delhi. Everyone was terrified
listening to the details,” said a
bystander.
Everyone was disgusted by the
gruesome crime committed in
front of them. Police patrolled
the area whole night looking
for the culprits.
She said a case under sections
103(1), (Punishment for
murder) and 3(5), (When a
criminal act is done by several
persons in furtherance of the
common intention of all, each
of such persons is liable for
that act in the same manner as
if it were done by him alone)
of the BNS has been registered
at the Shakarpur police station
and the trio was apprehended
from the locality on Tuesday.

AP ■ BEIRUT

Israel and Hezbollah traded strikes
again on Tuesday as death toll from

massive Israeli bombardment
crossed 560 and thousands fled from
south Lebanon and increasing risk of
full-fledged war.
Displaced families slept in shelters set
up in schools in Beirut and coastal
city of Sidon. With hotels booked to
capacity or rooms priced beyond the
means of many families, those who
did not find shelter slept in their cars,
in parks or along the seaside.
Well-wishers offered up empty
apartments or rooms in their houses
in social media posts, while
volunteers set up a kitchen at an
empty gas station in Beirut to cook
meals for the displaced.
In the eastern city of Baalbek, the
state-run National News Agency
reported that lines formed at bakeries
and gas stations as residents rushed
to stock up on essential supplies in
anticipation of another round of
strikes on Tuesday.
Syria saw massive traffic jams as
people escaped from Lebanon
Border.
The Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah said it launched missiles
overnight at eight sites in Israel,
including an explosives factory in
Zichron, 60 kilometers (37 miles)
from the border.
The Israeli military said Tuesday
morning that 55 rockets were fired
from Lebanon into northern Israel,
setting fires and damaging buildings.
Military officials said they carried
out dozens of airstrikes on Hezbollah
targets, including on a cell that fired
rockets overnight, and that tanks and

artillery struck targets near the
border.
Data showed significant fires
breaking out across southern
Lebanon and in Bekaa Valley. Several
areas showed intense, multiple fires,
including near the southern coastal
town of Naqoura, which is a base for
UNIFIL, the UN peacekeeping
mission. Others were in
mountainous rural areas or villages.
Hezbollah has been firing rockets,
missiles and drones into north Israel
in solidarity with Palestinians and
Hamas, backed by Iran. Israel
responded with heavy airstrikes and
targeted Hezbollah commanders and
threatened bigger operation.
Thousands of Lebanese fled after
Israeli military ordered people to
evacuate areas where it accuses
Hezbollah of positioning rocket
launchers and weapons, in the
biggest exodus since the 2006 war.
The Lebanese Health Ministry said
the strikes since Monday killed at

least 558 people, including 50
children and 94 women, and
wounded over 1,800 people. Tens of
thousands people on both sides have
been displaced. Israel has vowed to
ensure its citizens can return to their
homes in the north, while Hezbollah
said it will continue rocket attacks
until there is cease-fire in Gaza.
The Israeli military says Hezbollah
has launched 9,000 rockets and
drones into Israel since last October,
including 250 on Monday alone.
The military said Israeli warplanes
struck 1,600 Hezbollah targets on
Monday, destroying cruise missiles,
long- and short-range rockets, attack
drones and weapons in homes.
Lebanese officials have said many
victims were civilians, including
more than 90 women and children.
Israel estimates Hezbollah has
150,000 rockets and missiles,
including guided missiles and long-
range projectiles capable of striking
anywhere in Israel.

KUSHAN MITRA ■ NEW DELHI

There was yet another tragic
incident recently when a car

carrying college students crashed
near Rajghat in Delhi killing one
of the occupants. Unfortunately in
a country where over 1,50,000
people die on the roads every year,
this will become just another
statistic, even though Road
Transport and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari has mentioned time
and again that he wants to bring
down this terrifying number. 
But wanting to bring down this
number and actually doing it are
two separate things altogether.
And to achieve this, the
involvement of local police force is

essential. For example, the alacrity
with which the Gurugram police
recently allowed a wrong-side
driver to get bail even though he
was primarily responsible for an
accident that took the life of a
motorcyclist was shocking. We
might never have known of the
incident had it not been for the
availability of footage from a
friend of the deceased. There is a
litany of such incidents in 2024
alone, including the shocking
Pune crash that took the life of two
young software engineers.
There are many solutions to
reduce the number of road
fatalities but one thing that police
forces must do fast is to crack
down on drunken driving. In fact,

before COVID, several police
forces including in Gurugram and
Mumbai had done just that and
their actions were yielding results.
A night in the lockup or the
suspension of a Driving Licence
for few months, had created the
necessary fear factor. If we are to
save lives, a crackdown on drunk
driving has to take place all over
India urgently. In countries like
Indonesia, the police have resorted
to spot Urine tests to not just deal
with drunk driving but also
measure the presence of drugs. 
Thanks to the emergence of app-
based taxis and even Driver
rentals, there are no excuses left
for going back home behind the
wheel of a car while drunk. Sure,

new emerging technologies on a
car which can measure blood
alcohol can prevent a car from
starting but these are still many
years away from becoming a
widespread reality. Until then, a
nationwide crackdown is essential. 
There have to be many other fixes
to poor driving habits, including
the shocking prevalence of wrong-
side driving across India. In fact,
this has been normalised to such
an extent that vehicles do this on
Mathura Road right next to the
Supreme Court, where the
Honorable Judges have often
lamented about the traffic
situation. But everyone needs to
start somewhere. And this is
where things should start. 
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday dismissed the

Punjab Government’s appeal
against a High Court verdict
quashing its decision to
expand the definition of ‘NRI
quota’ for admissions in
undergraduate medical and
dental courses in the State.
“This fraud must come to an
end now,” the Supreme Court
said. On September 10, the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court trashed the AAP-led
State Government’s August 20
move extending the ambit of
the NRI quota to include
distant relatives “such as
uncles, aunts, grandparents,
and cousins” of NRIs for
admissions under 15 per cent
quota for this group in
admissions in medical
colleges.
“This is nothing but a money
spinning machine,” observed
a bench of Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud and Justices J B
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra.
“We will dismiss all the
petitions. This NRI business
is nothing but a fraud. We will
put an end to all this.... Now
the so called precedents must
give way to primacy of law,”
said the bench. 
Terming the High Court
verdict “absolutely right”, the
court said, “Look at the
deleterious consequences...
The candidates who have
three times higher marks will
lose admission (in NEET-UG
courses).” The top court said
distant relatives of a ‘mama,
tai, taya’, who are settled
abroad, will get admissions
ahead of meritorious
candidates and this cannot be
allowed.

Trouble for Karnataka CM
as HC okays graf t probe

Israel-Hezbollah fight escalates,
might lead to full fledged war

SC dismisses
Punjab Government
appeal on NRI quota 

Teen killed for denying samosa party

NIA conducts raids
at multiple locations
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ■ NEW DELHI

The NIA conducted searches at multiple
locations across Tamil Nadu on

Tuesday as part of its probe into an “anti-
election campaign” promoted by the Hizb-
ut-Tahrir, a pan-Islamist organisation
seeking to establish Islamic rule in the
country, an official statement said.
It said officials of the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) raided the
houses of 11 suspects in Chennai,
Tambaram and Kanyakumari districts, and
seized incriminating materials, including
digital devices, unaccounted cash and
literature belonging to the Hizb-ut-Tahrir.
The NIA said the searches were conducted
as part of a case related to causing and
creating disaffection through various
social media handles and campaigning
against the exercise of the electoral
franchise, which is deemed by the Hizb-ut-
Tahrir as un-Islamic or ‘Haram’.
The Hizb-ut-Tahrir is a fundamentalist
organisation engaged in instigating its
followers to overthrow the lawfully
established democratic Government
through divisive actions, according to the
anti-terror agency.
Hameed Hussain, a key conspirator in the
case, had collaborated with five other
accused to hold secret meetings to
promote the anti-India ideology of the
Hizb-ut-Tahrir, it said.

Continued on page 2

A man reacts as he stands on the rubble of a building hit in an Israeli airstrike in the southern
village of Akbieh, Lebanon, Tuesday AP/PTI

Sleazy landlord arrested
for filming tenant

STAFF REPORTER ■ NEW DELHI

In a shocking case of
voyeurism in the national

Capital, a 30-year-old man
has been arrested for
allegedly installing spy
cameras in the bedroom and
washroom of his female
tenant’s home in east Delhi’s
Shakarpur area.
According to the police on
Tuesday, the victim, who is a
civil service aspirant, was
staying alone in the house for
the past few months and
would hand over the keys to
her landlord’s son Karan
before going out of town.
However, suspicion arose in
her mind when she noticed
some unusual activity on her
WhatsApp.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (east) Apoorva Gupta
said that the victim
discovered that her

WhatsApp account was
logged into an unknown
laptop and promptly logged
out which raised her
suspicion which made her
check her apartment.
A police team conducted a
thorough search and found
more cameras in her
apartment. During
interrogation, Karan
admitted that three months
ago, when she left for her
hometown in Uttar Pradesh,
she had handed over her keys
to him.  
Since these cameras could
not be operated online and
used a memory card to store
videos, Karan persistently
requested the woman to give
the keys of her house under
the pretext of repairing
electrical fixtures and fans as
he wanted to transfer the
recorded videos from the
memory card to his laptop. 

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah during the Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) SAFE Annual Convention 2024, in Bengaluru, Tuesday PTI
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Eateries to display name of
operator, install CCTV: Yogi 
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On August 19, Siddaramaiah
moved the High Court
challenging the legality of the
Governor’s order. In the
petition, the Chief Minister
submitted that the sanction
order was issued without due
application of mind, in
violation of statutory
mandates, and contrary to
Constitutional principles,
including the advice of the
Council of Ministers, which is
binding under Article 163 of
the Constitution of India.
Siddaramaiah sought
quashing of the Governor’s
order contending that his
decision is legally
unsustainable, procedurally
flawed, and motivated by
extraneous considerations.
Reading out the summary of
findings, Justice Nagaprasanna
said, the complainants were
justified in registering the
complaint or seeking approval
at the hands of the Governor.
Stating that the approval under
the section 17 A of PC Act is
mandatory in the fact
situation, the court said:
“Section 17A nowhere
requires a police officer to seek
approval in a private
complaint registered under
section 200 or 223 of BNSS
against a public servant for
offences punishable under the
provisions of the Act. It is the
duty of the complainant to
seek such approval.” 
The Governor in the normal
circumstance has to act on the
aid and advice of the council of
Ministers as obtained under
the Article 163 of the
Constitution of India, the
Judge said, “but (the

Governor) can take
independent decisions in
exceptional circumstances,
and the present case is one
such exception.”
“No fault can be found with
the Governor exercising the
independent discretion to pass
the impugned order; it would
suffice if the reasons are
recorded in the file of the
decision making authority,
particularly of the high office,
and those reasons... Form part
of the impugned order. A
caveat reasons must be in the
file. Reasons for the first time
cannot be brought before the
constitutional court by way of
objections,” he added. 
As the judge dismissed the
petition, senior counsel
Abhishek Manu Singhvi who
appeared for Siddaramaiah,
said, “the matter related to
dates of 1990’s, and the
complaint if filed now..” as he
requested the bench to
consider “a two weeks’ stay on
this.” Responding to this,
Justice Nagaprasanna said, “I
can’t stay my own order....The
petition stands dismissed.
Interim order of any kind
subsisting today shall stand
dissolved.” Solicitor-General of
India Tushar Mehta
represented the office of the
Governor. Advocate General
Shashi Kiran Shetty also made
his submissions. 
In the MUDA site allotment
case, it is alleged that
compensatory sites were
allotted to Siddaramaiah’s wife
BM Parvathi in an upmarket
area in Mysuru, which had
higher property value as
compared to the location of
her land which had been
“acquired” by the MUDA.

From page 1

“NIA investigations in the
case so far have revealed that
the accused, along with
several groups of people, had
carried out campaigns
throughout Tamil Nadu to
establish Khilafah or Islamic
rule in India, and had been
involved in activities aimed at

dividing the people and
disrupting the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of the
country,” the statement said.
Investigations in the case,
taken over by the NIA from
the Chennai City Police in
July this year, are continuing,
and the material seized
during the searches is being
examined.

NIA conducts...

Trouble for Karnataka
CM as HC okays...

From page 1

“CCTV cameras should be
installed in food
establishments such as dhabas,
hotels, and restaurants.
Surveillance should cover not
only the areas where
customers dine, but also other

parts of the establishment. It is
imperative that every operator
ensures the security of the
CCTV footage and makes it
available to the police or local
administration upon request,”
it said.
Similar directives by
governments of Uttar

Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Madhya Pradesh that
mandated eateries along the
Kanwar Yatra route to display
the name and contact details
of their owner and staff earlier
this year were put on hold by
the Supreme Court on July 22
as an interim measure.
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The Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad

(ABVP), the National Students
Union of India (NSUI) and
other student’s organization
have started reaching out to
students on Tuesday. Despite a
24-hour ultimatum issued by
the chief election officer a day
earlier directing candidates to
remove campaign posters and
banners, walls of Delhi
University campuses continue
to be covered by them and the
roads were littered with pam-
phlets in hues of white, red, and
blue.
A traffic constable noted that
over 50 challans are issued
daily. "MCD workers remove
the posters and banners, but by
night, students hang them up
again," he said. The constable
also pointed out that convoys
of cars during campaign rallies
cause significant traffic jams,
making it difficult to manage
the area. A DU student
expressed concerns over the
aggressive campaign tactics of
parties like the ABVP and
NSUI and said, "There's a lot of
paper wastage, which is con-
cerning. They distribute chits
asking us to vote for their can-
didates, but I feel they could
easily communicate this oral-
ly instead of disrupting classes."

Poll violations are not new to
DUSU polls. In 2017, the
National Green Tribunal
ordered DU to rusticate stu-
dents found defacing walls
with posters and imposed fines.
Meanwhile, NSUI DUSU can-
didates reached out to stu-
dents by distributing roses in
an initiative, titled "Mohabbat
ki Dukan," which they claim is
aimed to counter the violence
allegedly promoted by ABVP.
NSUI’s Presidential Candidate
Ronak Khatri, said, "NSUI
stands for love and inclusivity
across all communities. This is
our way of showing what we
aim to achieve in DUSU."
Namrata Jeph, NSUI’s
Secretary Candidate, stated,
"Campus violence and unsafe
conditions for women must

end. Our campaign focuses
on change, ensuring women's
safety and advocating for 12
menstrual leaves per semester."
Candidates also carried copies
of the Constitution of India,
highlighting their belief in jus-
tice, equality, and freedom.
Further, ABVP appealed to
the students of DU to vote 100
per cent in the elections with
the RSS affiliated student body’s
candidates visiting all the
departments and colleges of the
university and made them
aware of issues including hos-
tel construction, metro pass
and construction of new hos-
tels in the university.
DUSU Presidential pick
Rishabh Chaudhary and
Secretary candidate Mitravinda
Karnawal campaigned in North

Campus colleges like Shri Teg
Bahadur Khalsa College, Shri
Ram College of Commerce,
Ramjas College, Kirori Mal
College, Hansraj College and
Hindu College.
Vice President candidate
Bhanu Pratap Singh and Joint
Secretary candidate Aman
Kapasiya appealed to the stu-
dents to vote by highlighting
the issues raised by ABVP in
South Campus colleges includ-
ing Shri Venkateshwar College,
Atmaram Sanatan Dharma
College, Motilal Nehru College,
Ram Lal Anand College, Shivaji
College and Rajdhani.
Chaudhary said, “ABVP is also
prominently raising the issue of
effective implementation of
National Education Policy. We
remain active in DU through-
out the year and candidates are
also talking about the positive
impact of ABVP's activities on
important topics like environ-
ment, sports, service work.”
Stating that girl students have
been winning continuously
from the ABVP panel since
2014, Mitravinda said, “Our
manifesto prominently
includes various issues related
to girl students including safe-
ty of girl students in the cam-
pus, installation of sanitary
vending machines. ABVP is
getting good support from the
women colleges of DU.” 

Walls of DU campus covered with campaign posters despite CEO ultimatum
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The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday took the Delhi

University and other authori-
ties  to task for not taking
action against those defacing
public property during the
ongoing students' union elec-
tions.  The high court orally
asked the Delhi University to
issue disqualification notices to
the candidates involved in
defacement of public property
and also recover the damages
caused.
"You issue them disqualifica-
tion notice today itself and also
ask for recovery of money for
defacement of properties. Delhi
Metro and MCD should give
the names of those involved to
the Delhi University. Give the
names of those who are defac-
ing public property," a bench of
Chief Justice Designate
Manmohan and Justice Tushar
Rao Gedela said.
The court also directed the
Chief Election Officer of DU to
be present in the court on
Wednesday when it would con-

duct further hearing on a plea
seeking action against the
prospective candidates of
DUSU elections and student
political outfits involved in
damaging, defacing, soiling or
destroying the beauty of pub-
lic walls.
Petitioner Prashant
Manchanda, a practising advo-
cate, also sought action against
those involved in damaging
classrooms, thus denying the
citizens of a clean and beauti-
ful environment and sur-
roundings free from deface-
ment as well as depriving the
students of their right to edu-
cation. He also sought direction
to the erring candidates and
their parties to remove the
defacement and refurbish the

areas and further take efforts
for beautification of the
destroyed portions.
During the hearing,
Manchanda submitted that the
Delhi University Students'
Union (DUSU) elections are
scheduled to be held on
September 27 and the erring
aspiring candidates have
defaced and continue to deface
public property in an escalat-
ing manner. He said if it is not
restricted at the earliest, it will
lead to an irreparable harm to
the entire national capital and
the damage has been done
everywhere including buses,
Delhi Metro station walls, pub-
lic walls, bus stands, police sta-
tions, roads and private prop-
erty.The bench, which perused
the photographs placed by the
petitioner, asked the DU,
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), Delhi Police
and Delhi Metro as to why they
have not initiated any action
against those responsible for
damaging public property.
"Delhi Police has to enforce the
law and not us. If you don't

want to enforce the law, what
can we do. If the university
does not want to do anything,
what can we do about this," the
bench said and added, "How
can they put posters and graf-
fiti on the walls of police sta-
tions? What were police offi-
cials doing when this was being
done? This is shocking." It said
the MCD was still in slumber
and as the civic body was
doing nothing despite big
hoardings coming up every-
where.
"The problem is that no depart-
ment speaks to the other. There
is no coordination between
government departments. At
times, one wonders if these
authorities exist or not," it said.
It asked the university to issue
notices to those candidates
involved in defacing public
property and also to remove
the posters within 24 hours.
The petitioner also sought
directions to the authorities to
ensure compliance to guide-
lines for the prevention of
defacement of property during
the DUSU elections 2024-25.
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Awar of words has broken
out between former Army

chief and an ex-Indian Police
Service(IPS)officer over the
case of alleged sexual assault
on an Army officer’s fiancée in
a police station in Odisha.
Seeking stern action against
the police personnel who
allegedly assaulted the woman,
former Union minister and
army chief General V K Singh
said what happened to the
woman was “shameful and
horrendous.”
“Everyone Must listen to
(name withheld), Fiancée of
Army officer, Daughter of Rtd
Army Officer- What happened
to her in PS Bharatpur in
#Odisha is shameful and hor-

rendous. @CMO_Odisha
should take immediate action
against the police personnel
and all who are trying to
shield the criminals in police
u n i f o r m .
#ShameonOdishaPolice,” he
wrote on social media.
Reacting to it, former CBI
director M Nageswara Rao,
claimed that the Odisha cops
were not at fault.
“Sir, it is not done that you,
having been a Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) and later a
Central Minister, jumped to
conclusion and castigated
Odisha Police for the drunken
brawl and uncouth behaviour
of an Army officer and his
fiancée, and Odisha Police
officers were not even at fault,”
M Nageswara Rao said in his
social media post.

He said the Odisha Police
operates over 600 police sta-
tions, collectively handling
about two lakh cases annual-
ly and many individuals
including women and Army
officers visit these stations to
report grievances or seek assis-
tance.
“Odisha Police has more than
600 Police Stations and they
together register and investi-
gate about 2 lakh cases annu-
ally. Lakhs of people visit
Police Stations including
women and Army officers to
report their grievances or seek
help. It is not that they misbe-
have with people visiting police
stations,” said Rao in his post.
He said Indian police respects
and honours the military as the
nation's last line of defence and
it is reasonable to expect rec-

iprocal support from the mil-
itary.
“Sir, we, the Indian Police,
respect and honour our
Military because that is the last
resort in defending the coun-
try from external enemies. A
reciprocation from Military
towards Police which defends
the country from internal ene-
mies, is a normal expectation.
Our work is complementary as
we together protect the coun-
try from within and without,”
Rao mentioned.
“Sir, it is not done that you,
having been a Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) and later a
Central Minister, jumped to
conclusion and castigated
Odisha Police for the drunken
brawl and uncouth behaviour
of an Army officer and his
fiancée, and Odisha Police

officers were not even at fault.
But I would not chastise the
Indian Army by asking, “Is this
the kind of discipline that the
Indian Army imparts and
inculcates in its officers?”.
Because an individual’s aber-
ration does not represent an
esteemed institution,” he
added.
Rao lastly, in the post, said that
the conduct of the Army offi-
cer was unacceptable and
called for accountability to
preserve the integrity of the
Indian Army.
The Odisha Retired Police
Officers Welfare Association,
in an open letter, also made
similar allegations while saying
that a course on "behaviour in
public and public offices for
Army officers" should be
added.

War of words between former Army chief, ex-IPS officer over assault on Army officer’s fiancee 
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday dispensed with

the personal appearance of
the principal secretary of
the  Union Minis t r y  of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change and private
contractors in a case related
to the large-scale felling of
trees in Delhi's Ridge area.
A bench headed by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud,
which is scheduled to hear a
contempt case against the
Delhi  Development
Authority and others over
the alleged felling of trees in
the southern Ridge's Satbari
area, was intimated that the
official and the private con-
tractors were present in
court in pursuance of an
earlier direction.
Senior advocate Anupam
Lad Das, appearing for the
private contractors, said that
they have also filed their
responses to the show-cause
notices and their personal
appearance on Wednesday
may be dispensed with.
In the meantime, a counsel
for the ministry also made a
similar request, seeking an
exemption from personal
appearance of the principal
secretary.
The CJI allowed the plea at
this stage. The bench may
take  up the  case  on
Wednesday.
The contempt case against
DDA vice-chairman
Subhasish Panda and others
over the alleged felling of
trees in the Ridge area is now
listed before a bench headed
by the CJI.Earlier, the matter
was  b e ing  heard  by  a
Supreme Court bench com-

prising Justices Abhay S Oka
and Ujjal Bhuyan.
The bench headed by Justice
Oka had issued a criminal
contempt notice against
Panda for allowing the large-
scale felling of trees in the
southern Ridge's Satbari area
to construct a road from
Chattarpur to the South
Asian University.
It had expressed displeasure
over a misleading affidavit
filed by the vice-chairman
and presenting wrong facts
in the court.
On July 24, another bench of
Justices B R Gavai, P K
Mishra  and K V
Viswanathan took note of
two separate contempt pro-
ceedings pending before dif-
ferent benches over the
felling of trees in Delhi's
Ridge  area  and said  i t
believes in "judicial propri-
ety" and does not want any
conflicting orders to be
passed.
Maintaining that it would be
appropriate if matters about
the Ridge were heard by one
bench to avoid conflicting
orders, it wondered when a
bench was already seized of

the matter should a subse-
quent bench have looked
into it.
The apex court on March 4
refused permission to the
DDA to fell 1,051 trees, say-
ing that their application is
very vague.
Being an instrumentality of
the state, it is the DDA's duty
to first make an attempt to
protect the environment by
requesting for felling of only
those  t rees  which  are
absolutely mandatory, the
court had said.
"They must apply their mind
whether alternatives can be
examined to save the trees.
Moreover, they want to con-
struct a road through a for-
est. There is no permission
obtained under the Forest
Act.
"We direct the DDA to re-
examine the proposal by
employing experts in the
field. The exercise to be
undertaken by the DDA is
necessary for ensuring that
while public work is carried
out, a minimum number of
trees are required to be
felled," the apex court had
said. 
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A 42-year-old person was
allegedly killed by his wife
and her brother in the inter-
vening night of September 17
and 18.
The woman and her brother
are said to have been mur-
dered as the victim suspects
her love affair and used to
beat her, police said.
The duo were caught by
police on Monday from
Sultanpur vi l lage of
Gurugram. The police had
announced a Rs 10,000
reward for their arrest.
The victim, Shyam Bihari, a
native of Sitapur district in
Uttar Pradesh, along with his
wife Shanti, residing in a
rented accommodation in the
Basai Industrial area under
Sector-9A police station lim-
its.
Sandeep Kumar, spokesper-
son of the Gurugram police,
said Shyam Bihari suspected

his wife of a marital affair and
used to beat her after con-
suming alcohol.
On the intervening night of
September 17 and 18 too, the
victim came home in an ine-
briated condition and started
harassing her. 
“Shanti’s brother, Kamlesh
was also present when Shyam
Bihari started to harass her
wife. The brother and sister
attacked Shyam Bihari stran-
gled him to death and fled the
spot," police said.
"To avoid police action, the
suspects kept changing their

hideout, but following secret
information, a crime branch
team of Sector-10 nabbed the
suspect from Sultanpur vil-
lage," Kumar said.
The police have also recov-
ered a towel and a sando
(Baniyan) used in the crime.
The suspects will be pro-
duced in a local court for
further questioning," he
added.
In connection with the mat-
ter, the police have registered
a murder case at the Sector-
9A police and started inves-
tigations.
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International Institute of
Health & Hygiene, Sulabh

International, and AAS-A-Ray
Foundation conducted a capac-
ity building programme on
Swacchta hi seva, Mission life,
menstrual hygiene manage-
ment and Medical Camp for
abandoned Women at
Tamanna ( Sisters of Charity )
residents’ campus at Najafgarh,
New Delhi on Tuesday. 
Dr. Pankaj Kumar, president of
AAS-A-Ray foundation said
that the camp featured a range
of medical services, including
consultations with specialists in
general medicine,
Orthopaedics, ENT, Dentistry,
and Gynaecology. Screenings
for haemoglobin, blood sugar,
and blood pressure were also
provided by a team of esteemed
doctors. 
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A32-year-old mentally chal-
lenged man was beaten to

death allegedly for breaking the
glass of a tempo parked near
his house in Rohini's Prem
Nagar area.
According to the police on
Tuesday, five suspects have
been apprehended in connec-
tion with the incident while the
probe was on to identify oth-
ers. “On Monday, at about
11:18 pm, a PCR call regarding
death of person in the area of
Agar Nagar was received at
Prem Nagar police station.
Local Police immediately
reached at the spot and found
an unconscious person having
multiple injuries on his body,”
DCP Rohini Dr G. S. Sidhu
said.
According to a police officer,
the deceased who has been
identified as Deepak was stand-
ing outside his house when a
group of men attacked him

with rods and sticks.
During the course of interro-
gation, it was found that
Deepak was mentally chal-
lenged and had broken the
glass of tempo belonging to his
neighbour. Some people got
agitated and beat him up at
about 9.20 pm, the officer said.
Deepak was taken to a hospi-
tal by his family members
where he was declared dead.
On the statement of the victim's
father, a case of murder was
registered and five suspects
were apprehended and inter-
rogated further, the officer
said.
Accordingly, a case under sec-
tions 103(1)(Punishment for
murder) and 3(5) (When a
criminal act is done by sever-
al persons in furtherance of the
common intention of all, each
of such persons is liable for that
act in the same manner as if it
were done by him alone) of
BNS has been registered at
police station Prem Nagar
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In an effort to further tone
up law and order in the

nat iona l  capita l ,  Lt
Governor(LG)V K Saxena
has instructed the Police
Commissioner to ensure
ample police visibility in the
city,  Raj Niwas said on
Tuesday.
Giving details, officials also
said Saxena also advised the
Police Commissioner to con-
stitute teams of senior offi-
cers in plain clothes, who can
inspect and report on com-
pliance of deployment and
police presence in areas.
Any laxity in the matter will
be viewed seriously, the LG
underlined. 
Saxena has asked the Police
Commissioner to prepare a
list of senior officers, who
will be responsible for com-

pliance and ensuring such
visibility.  A duty chart of
senior officers with details of
their deployment and their
phone numbers will be sent
to the LG Secretariat for
regular monitoring. 
The LG, who has been con-
sistently stressing on visible
policing as the biggest deter-
rent against crime, has asked
for police personnel on duty

to be visibly present in all
areas around police beats
and chowkis. 
It may be noted that ever
since Saxena began review-
ing the traffic situation on
weekly basis along with
senior police and transport
officials, visibility of traffic
police personnel on roads
has significantly increased. 
According to the Delhi
Police's crime statistics the
national capital has seen a
spike in cases of crimes like
burglary, organised crime
and attempts to murder. 
As per the data, a total of
5,735 burglary cases have
been reported this year till
August 15,  which is  an
increase of 25.25 per cent
from 2023, during which
4,579 cases of burglaries
were reported in the same
period.
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The Delhi High Court has
said that a wife  being

able-bodied to earn a liveli-
hood does not absolve a hus-
band from providing her
maintenance, and calling her
a "parasite" is an insult to her
as well as the entire wom-
ankind.
The court, while dealing with
a husband's plea challenging
a lower court's direction to
pay maintenance to his wife,
observed that Indian women
leave their jobs to look after
the family, cater to the needs
of their children and to look
after their husbands and his
parents.
The petitioner husband, who
was stated to have abandoned
his wife and children and
was living with another
woman, was ordered by the
trial court to pay Rs 30,000
per month as maintenance to
his wife, along with Rs 5 lakh
towards the "injuries" sus-
tained by her, including men-
tal torture, depression and
emotional distress.

The trial court had also
directed him to pay Rs 3 lakh
as compensation to his wife,
including Rs 30,000 as litiga-
tion costs. Challenging the
order, the petitioner argued in
the high court that his wife
was an able-bodied lady who
has worked in a boutique
and, therefore, she could not
be allowed to become a "par-
asite" by misusing the law.
The court refused to interfere
with the directions and said
the fact that the wife is capa-
ble of earning cannot work to
her detriment.
The court, in a recent order,

noted that the financial and
asset profile of the petitioner
reflected a "comfortable and
affluent lifestyle" and, there-
fore, he was in a position to
pay Rs 30,000 per month as
maintenance.
"The fact that the Respondent
(wife) is able bodied and can
earn a livelihood does not
absolve a husband not to pro-
vide maintenance to his wife
and children. Indian women
leave their jobs to look after
the family, cater to the needs
of their children, look after
their husbands and his par-
ents.

"The contention that the
Respondent is only a parasite
and is abusing the process of
law is nothing but an insult
not only to the Respondent
herein but to the entire
women kind," said Justice
Subramonium Prasad while
dismissing the petition.
The court, in the order, also
said the wife was a victim of
domestic violence.
The court said the term
'domestic violence' includes
physical abuse, sexual abuse,
verbal and emotional abuse
and economic abuse and all
other forms of abuse which
can be inflicted on a lady.
"The Respondent had to leave
her matrimonial  house
because she was unable to tol-
erate the fact that her husband
is living with another woman.
Since the Respondent/Wife
was not in a position to take
care of her two children, she
had no option to leave them
with the parents of the
Petitioner herein," the court
observed.
"In the complaint filed by the
Respondent/Wife, it is stated

that she was subjected to
physical and mental abuse
by the Petitioner herein. No
lady can tolerate that her
husband is cohabiting with
another lady and has a child
from her. All these facts make
the Respondent/Wife a victim
of Domestic Violence," added
the court.
The court stated that section
24 of the Hindu Marriage Act,
section 125 of Criminal
Procedure Code and section
12 of the Domestic Violence
Act are "tools of social justice"
which ensure that the women
and children are protected
from a l ife of potential
vagrancy and destitution.
It added that section 125
entails that if the husband has
sufficient means, he is oblig-
ated to maintain his wife and
children, and not shirk away
from his moral and familial
responsibilities.
A husband cannot avoid his
obligation to maintain his
wife and children except if
any legal ly  permissible
ground is contained in the
law, said the court. 

Husband calling wife parasite insult to her, entire womankind: HC
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Taking note of complaints about
lapses in door-to-door garbage col-

lection across the city, Delhi Mayor
Shelly Oberoi on Tuesday wrote to
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
Commissioner Ashwani Kumar, seek-
ing a response within three days.
In her letter on Tuesday, Mayor Oberoi
said large piles of garbage are collect-
ed across localities of Delhi and remain
unattended for several days, creating
unhygienic conditions.   She also raised
concern that the garbage dumps could
become a source of several diseases,
such as dengue.
"I have been receiving several com-

plaints from councillors across all
MCD wards that waste collection agen-

cies are failing to carry out daily door-
to-door collection from their wards.
This is leading to large piles of garbage
being collected across localities of
Delhi, which too are lying unattended
for several days. Not only is this creat-

ing unhygienic conditions across dif-
ferent wards of Delhi, it could also
become a source for propagation of sev-
eral diseases, such as dengue," the let-
ter read.
Oberoi further stated that to assess the
ground reality, she inspected several
areas in the past few weeks and found
garbage piles accumulated at various
locations, causing dissatisfaction among
the residents.
"I visited several wards of Delhi in past
few weeks viz, Lado Sarai, Madipur,
Vikaspuri, Patel Nagar, Tilak Nagar,
Janakpuri, Mahaveer Enclave, Mohan
Garden and Bindapur. In several areas
of these wards, I found that there is no
door-to-door collection happening at all
and piles of garbage had accumulated
at several points," the mayor's letter read.

"I interacted with several residents, too,
who expressed their dissatisfaction
with the task of waste collection and
solid waste management by these agen-
cies," she said.
Condemning the situation as a "grave

dereliction of duty" by the waste col-
lection agencies, Oberoi said it was also
a failure on the part of the MCD offi-
cials responsible for monitoring them.
The mayor sought the commissioner's
response on the reasons behind the
agencies' failure to perform.
Additionally, she asked for information
on the measures the MCD will take to
ensure a prompt resolution to the
problem.

She directed Kumar to submit his
response on the matter by 5 pm on
Thursday, September 26.
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Aday after taking charge as
Delhi chief minister, Atishi

on Tuesday visited the
Hanuman temple at
Connaught Place, and prayed
for his blessings to continue
working for the people and
restore Arvind Kejriwal to the
CM's chair after Assembly
polls. Meanwhile, AAP leader
Kailash Gahlot said he is for-
mer chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal's ‘Hanuman' and will
clear all his pending works, as
he took charge in the Atishi-led
Delhi government on Tuesday.
Lord Hanuman has been pro-
tecting AAP, its government in
Delhi, and Kejriwal from the
attacks of "enemies" for the past
two years who have been try-
ing to "break" the party and
stall Delhi government's works
for the people, she said while
talking to reporters after visit-
ing the temple.
As regards Atishi, she said "I

sought the blessings of Lord
Hanuman, who is our 'sankat-
mochan' (saviour) protecting
us in all the crises, to continue
working for Delhi people and
bring back Arvind Kejriwal as
chief minister in the elections,"
she said.
The chief minister visited the
historic Prachin Hanuman
Mandir in Connaught Place to
offer prayers and seek Lord
Hanuman's blessings for the
well-being and prosperity of all,

said a statement from the
CMO. 
During the visit, the mahant
(chief priest) of the temple
applied ‘tilak' on the Delhi
chief minister's forehead and
presented her a flag. The CM
recited the Hanuman Chalisa
and offered holy water to the
Shivlinga at the temple, it said.
After the ‘Hanuman Darshan',
Atishi shared a few snippets
from the visit on her 'X' han-
dle and said, “Took blessings of

Hanumanji at the Prachin
Hanuman Mandir located at
Connaught Place. In the last 2
years, many conspiracies were
hatched against the AAP, the
Delhi government, the people
of Delhi and our leader Arvind
Kejriwal. But Lord Hanuman
protected us from every crisis.”
After coming out of Tihar jail,
Kejriwal recently resigned as
Delhi chief minister amid cor-
ruption allegations, saying he
will not hold the post again
unless the people give him a
"certificate of honesty" by vot-
ing for AAP in the February
polls.
Atishi took charge as chief
minister on Monday, saying she
will run the Delhi government
in Kejriwal's absence like
Bharat ruled, placing his elder
brother Lord Ram's 'khadaun'
(wooden slippers) on
Ayodhya's throne. Kejriwal's
chair will await him at the Chief
Minister's Office, she said,
choosing to sit on a different

chair instead of that used by her
predecessor.
"It is Tuesday today, the day of
Hanumanji, and I will work like
Hanuman of Arvind Kejriwal
and clear all his pending works.
The AAP worked well under
his leadership and tried to
establish Ram Rajya," Gahlot
said after taking charge as the
minister for transport, home,
administrative reforms and
women and child develop-
ment.

The AAP MLA from
Najafgarh has retained the
same portfolios he held in the
Kejriwal-led government.
Gahlot also exuded hope that
the assembly elections due in
February will bring Kejriwal
back as the Delhi chief minis-
ter. "The people of Delhi will
bless us, and Kejriwal will
again sit on the chair of Delhi
CM; our CM was and will be
Arvind Kejriwal," he said,
adding the party is well pre-
pared for the polls. 
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After assuming the charge,
Chief Minister Atishi on

Tuesday held a meeting with
the cabinet ministers and all the
department heads and stated
that her government and its
officials are fully accountable to
the people. She further said that
the government relies on the
taxes paid by the people of
Delhi, so it is the ruling dis-
pensation’s responsibility to
work towards providing them
with the best possible services,
and to fulfill the responsibili-
ties with complete integrity.
She affirmed, “As a govern-
ment, it is our duty to ensure
that government services reach
even the last person in line, and
that it lives up to their expec-
tations. In this regard, the gov-
ernment and officials will work
together to ensure that every
person in need receives gov-
ernment services and can live
with dignity,” she added. Atishi
told the officials that their
work has a significant impact
on the lives of the people in the
city, and therefore, it is their
responsibility to work for the
betterment of the people of
Delhi.”As a government, we
will provide full support to the
officials,” she assured them.
Cabinet ministers including
Gopal Rai, Kailash Gahlot,
Saurabh Bharadwaj, Imran

Hussain, and Mukesh Ahlawat
were present, along with Chief
Secretary Dharmendra and all
department heads of the gov-
ernment. 
Taking to social media platform
X, she shared a few snippets
from this meeting and wrote,
“After assuming charge as Chief
Minister, today I held a meet-
ing with all the cabinet col-
leagues and heads of depart-
ments of Delhi Government.
As a government, our account-
ability is towards the people of
Delhi. In such a situation, with
the cooperation of all the offi-
cials, we will work together to
provide better facilities to the
people of Delhi and fulfill the
vision of ArvindKejriwal ji,”
affirmed the Delhi CM in her
post.
According to a source, the
meeting was a cordial normal
one where she met the bureau-

cracy for the first time and said
that she looks forward for a
cordial working relationship
even as the bureaucracy and
party has been at loggerheads
over several issues.
Further, she affirmed that as a
government, it is our duty to
ensure that government ser-
vices reach even the last person
in line, and that the govern-
ment lives up to their expecta-
tions. 
“In this regard, the Delhi gov-
ernment and officials will work
together to ensure that every
person in need receives gov-
ernment services and can live
with dignity," the senior AAP
leader said.
Instructing the officials to work
for improving the lives of
Delhiites, she said, "The work
of officials has a significant
impact on the lives of the peo-
ple of Delhi. 

Government fully accountable 
to people: Atishi at Cabinet meet
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government in Delhi

is likely to implement its ambi-
tious scheme for providing Rs
1,000 monthly honorarium to
women after the Haryana
assembly polls. Sources said the
paperwork for the scheme
named 'Mukhya Mantri Mahila
Samman Yojna' is almost com-
plete and it could be presented
in the first Cabinet meeting of
Atishi government expected to
be held "very soon". The pro-
posal of the scheme has to be
sent to departments concerned
including finance, law and rev-
enue for their comments after
which it will be sent for Cabinet
nod, sources said.
The scheme will also require the
nod Delhi Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena after it gets the
Cabinet nod. AAP convener
and former chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal previously
promised to provide Rs 1,000 to
the women after coming out of
jail. The preparation to roll out
the scheme has picked up pace
with Kejriwal out of jail, and
Atishi taking charge as chief
minister after his resignation,
the officials said.

Delhi Women and Child
Development Minister Kailash
Gahlot said, "All the formalities
regarding our promise to pro-
vide Rs 1,000 to women above

18 years of age have been com-
pleted. It will be put before the
Cabinet soon for approval."

The scheme will be imple-
mented before the Delhi elec-
tions due in February, as the
budget for the scheme has been
already allocated, he said.

An allocation of Rs 2,000
crore has been made for the
implementation of the scheme
announced in the Delhi gov-
ernment's annual budget 2024-
25 presented by Atishi, who was
Finance minister in Kejriwal
government then. A senior
officer said that the government
has plans to announce imple-
mentation of 'Mukhya Mantri
Mahila Samman Yojna' after
Haryana polls, as the AAP
convener is busy with cam-
paigning for polls in the state
where the AAP has fielded
candidates on all the seats.

Voting for Haryana polls will
be held on October 5 and
results will be declared on
October 8.  The Cabinet meet-
ing of Atishi government is
expected to be held "very soon"
and the General Administration
Department (GAD) has invit-
ed agenda items from various
departments by Wednesday, he
said.  According to the officials,
all the women aged between 18
years and 60 who are not gov-
ernment employees or pay
taxes, will be eligible for the
monthly honorarium of Rs
1,000 on presenting a self-dec-
laration form and AADHAAR
number.
As per official estimates, the

scheme is likely to benefit
around 50 lakh women in
Delhi. Atishi had earlier said the
scheme could be launched in
September or October.
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Delhi BJP President Virendra
Sachdeva on Tuesday attacked
Chief Minister Atishi and
claimed that while four days
of her government have been
completed, the public is
unable to understand when
the government will work.
“In four days, Atishi has def-
initely shown char tamashe,
but the government work is
zero. 
On Saturday, Atishi did a
parikrama of  Ar vind
Kejriwal's house and got a
photoshoot done of touching
his feet. On Sunday, she
reached the ridiculous drama
of Janata Adalat, where she
did not even get a chance to
speak,” Sachdeva alleged.
He added that on Monday,
she created a tamasha by
placing two chairs in the
office. 
“On Tuesday, outside the
Hanuman temple, Atishi
shocked the people of Delhi
by announcing to take for-
ward the vision of  the
Kejriwal government, which
is knowingly synonymous
with corruption,” he claimed
Calling her a ‘failed minister’,
Sachdeva said, “The people of
Delhi already knew very well
that Atishi is a failed minister
who only considers giving
statements and announce-
ments as administrative work,

but when she became the
Chief Minister, it seemed that
maybe now she will pay some
attention to governance.”
“But the journey of about
100 hours of four days shows
that she is not interested in
improving governance but in
taking forward the vision of
Arvind Kejriwal which is
drowned in corruption,” he
added.
Delhi BJP chief has said that
cabinet meetings are very
important in the work of any
government. “However, there
has been no cabinet meeting
in Delhi for about seven
months and it was expected
that. Atishi would call a cab-
inet meeting and take forward
the pending work, but she is
not concerned about it,” he
added.
Sachdeva claimed that it is
unfortunate that instead of
calling a cabinet meeting and
taking government work for-
ward, Atishi is busy blaming
the officials in her old style.
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Tuesday said artificial

intelligence and machine learn-
ing technologies were put to
use to make available House
proceedings in different
regional languages to members
of Parliament. 
Addressing a press conference
here after the two-day
meeting of the
C o m m o n w e a l t h
Parliamentary Association
India Region, Birla said the
Lok Sabha Secretariat was
also sharing its expertise in
technology with legislatures
of states and Union territories
to speed up the process of
digitisation. Birla said during
the two-day conference,
presiding officers of state
legislatures from across the
country also deliberated on
the agenda of the upcoming
67th Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference

(CPC) in Sydney from
November 3-8.  
The CPC has short-listed
eight topics including support
of legislatures to promote
LGBTQ+ participation, use of
artificial learning (AI) in
parliamentary proceedings,
violence and abuse of
parliamentarians, human
trafficking, refugees and
immigration across
commonwealth nations for
deliberation by participants.
Birla said the legislative
bodies were digitising

processes and records and
taking measures to train
public representatives using
information technology in
day-to-day activities. 
“The state legislatures should
enhance the pace of
digitisation, wherever lagging
behind, so that the vision of
‘one nation, one digital
platform’ could be realised,”
he said. He also assured that
the issues raised by the
presiding officers such as
financial autonomy and
decreasing number of sittings

of the Houses will be
discussed and acceptable
solutions will be found.
Parliament officials said
artificial intelligence and
machine learning (ML)
technologies were being used
by the Lok Sabha secretariat
to make available House
proceedings to lawmakers in
different Indian languages.
They said a glossary of terms
and their meaning in the
context of parliamentary
procedures was being
compiled for use in making
available the list of business
and related parliamentary
papers in 10 different
languages to the
parliamentarians. 
The officials said artificial
intelligence was being used to
catalogue over 10,000 hours
of audio visual recordings of
Lok Sabha proceedings and
8,000 hours of Rajya Sabha
debates, dating back to 1992,
to enable easy and accurate
access to users.

AI utilised for multilingual proceedings
and digitisation in Lok Sabha: Om Birla
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Researchers have identified
nearly 200 chemicals

linked to breast cancer in food
packaging materials and plas-
tic tableware, with many capa-
ble of migrating into the
human body.
In a study published in
‘Frontiers in Toxicology’, they
highlighted the presence of at
least 189 potential breast
carcinogens, including PFAS,
bisphenols, and phthalates,
in food contact materials
(FCMs).
Jane Muncke, study co-
author, managing director
and chief scientific officer at
the Food Packaging Forum, a
non-profit foundation based
in Zurich, Switzerland said,

“There is strong evidence
that 76 known or potential
breast carcinogens from food
contact materials recently
purchased all over the world
can be found in people.”
Muncke added, “This study
is important because it shows
that there is a huge
opportunity for prevention of
human exposure to breast
cancer-causing chemicals.
The potential for cancer
prevention by reducing
hazardous chemicals in your
daily life is underexplored
and deserves much more
attention.”
For the study, the team
compared a recently
published list of potential
breast carcinogens. 
They found 189 potential
breast carcinogens have been

detected in FCMs, including
143 in plastics and 89 in
paper or board.
Further, the team limited

their study to the most
recently available studies in
2020-2022. 
They also found evidence of

exposure to 76 suspected
mammary carcinogens from
FCMs purchased all over the
world, 61 of which (80 per
cent) are from plastics.
The study found chemicals
such as benzene which is a
known carcinogen connected
to breast cancers in animals
and people; 4,4’-
M e t h y l e n e b i s - ( 2 -
Chloroaniline) which is a
probable carcinogen linked
to bladder cancer; 2,4-
Toluenediamine, found to
cause breast and other
cancers in animals; and 3,3?-
Dimethylbenzidine and o-
Toluidine, which are dyes
used to colour plastic and
paper.
Despite existing regulations
in these countries, intended
to limit carcinogenic

substances in FCMs, the
study highlights gaps in
current regulatory
frameworks. 
“Our findings imply that
chronic exposure of the
entire population to
suspected mammary
carcinogens from FCMs is
the norm and highlights an
important, but currently
u n d e r a p p r e c i a t e d ,
opportunity for prevention.”
Breast cancer is the second
most common cancer
worldwide. 
According to the WHO,
around 2.3 million women
were diagnosed with breast
cancer globally. Breast cancer
usually affects women,
however, there are cases
where the disease has
affected men as well.
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The BJP on Tuesday
demanded that

Siddaramaiah should immedi-
ately resign as the Karnataka
chief minister to make way for
a free and independent probe
into the alleged Mysore Urban
Development Authority
(MUDA) site allotment scam.
The BJP remark came after
the Karnataka High Court
dismissed Siddaramaiah’s
petition challenging
Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot’s approval of an
investigation against him in
the case.
“The high court has validated
the action of the governor.
The BJP demands that Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah tender
his resignation and make way
for a free and independent
investigation into the
allegations of shameful
corruption,” senior party
leader Rajeev Chandrasekhar
said at a press conference
here.
In the MUDA site allotment
case, it has been alleged that
compensatory sites were
allotted to Siddaramaiah’s
wife B M Parvathi in an
upmarket area in Mysuru
which had higher property

value as compared to the
location of her land which
had been “acquired” by the
MUDA.
Chandrasekhar also hit out at
the Congress and alleged that
the party makes fake
promises during elections to
come to power with the sole
objective of committing
corruption.
“Siddaramaiah is only
continuing the tradition of
the Congress under Rahul
Gandhi of coming into
governance in the name of
(welfare of) poor by making
false and fake promises but
always enriching themselves
and their families,” the senior
BJP leader said.
Chandrasekhar alleged that
there have been many
instances of public money
being looted in Karnataka
since Siddaramiah became
the chief minister of the state. 
He also referred to the alleged

scam in the allocation of a
piece of land to a trust run by
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge’s family.
“There is not one Congress
leader in Karnataka today
who is not involved in some
land scam or the other,” the
former Union minister
alleged.
In Bengaluru, Karnataka BJP
also demanded
Siddaramaiah’s resignation.
The party’s state chief B Y
Vijayendra noted that the HC
has ruled that the Governor’s
permission is as per law.
“I request the Chief Minister
to keep aside his charges
against the Governor, respect
the High Court order and,
since there are allegations that
your (Chief Minister’s) family
is involved in the MUDA (site
allotment) scam, you should
respectfully resign your
position as Chief Minister,” he
told reporters. 
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday here

exhorted the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG)to become a tech-
nology oriented force to deal
with conventional and future
threats.  He also underlined the
government’s resolve to make
ICG self-reliant and said 31
ships for it worth over Rs 4,000
crores were under construction
in Indian shipyards.
The defence minister made
these assertions while
inaugurating the 41st edition
of Indian Coast Guard
Commanders’ Conference.
The three-day meeting serves
as a vital forum for ICG
Commanders to engage in
meaningful discussions on
strategic, operational and
administrative matters in the
backdrop of the evolving
geopolitical landscapes and
complexities of maritime
security.
Addressing the senior
Commanders at the Coast
Guard Headquarters, the
defence minister described
ICG as India’s foremost guard,
ensuring the security of the
country’s vast coastline
through constant monitoring
of the Exclusive Economic
Zone(EEZ), and prevention
of illegal activities such as
terrorism and trafficking of

arms, drugs and humans.
Commending the bravery
and dedication with which
the ICG personnel serve the
nation in the times of distress,
he paid tributes to the
bravehearts who lost their
lives in a recent operation
near Porbandar.
Rajnath termed the
contribution of ICG in
protecting the nation from
internal disasters as
unparalleled. He extolled its
quick response during an oil
spill off Chennai after
Cyclone Michaung, which
averted a major damage to the
coastal ecosystem of the area.
Sharing his vision to make
ICG as one of the strongest
Coast Guards, the defence
minister emphasised the need
to move forward from being a
human-oriented to a
technology-oriented force to
deal with conventional as well
as emerging threats in today’s
unpredictable times.
He underlined the
importance of ultra-modern
technology on maritime
borders, stating that it acts as
a force multiplier to further
strengthen the security
system of the country.
“The world is going through a
phase of technological
revolution. In this era of
Artificial Intelligence,
Quantum Technology and
drones, the field of security is

witnessing significant
changes. 
Given the current geopolitical
situation, maritime threats
will increase in the future. We
need to be alert and ready.
The importance of manpower
will always remain, but the
world should know us as a
technology-oriented Coast
Guard,” the defence minister
said.
While he stressed on the
benefits of incorporating
latest technology, Rajnath
exhorted the Commanders to
remain wary of its negative
side. 
He termed technology as a
double-edged sword and
called upon ICG to be
proactive, vigilant and
prepared to tackle the
potential challenges.
The defence minister
reiterated the commitment of
the Government to

modernise and bolster the
Armed Forces and ICG with
indigenous platforms and
equipment. 
On the efforts being made to
attain ‘Aatmanirbharta’, he
stated that 31 ships for ICG,
worth more than Rs 4,000
crore, are being built by
Indian shipyards. 
He also highlighted the
approvals accorded by the
Defence Acquisition Council
to enhance the capabilities of
ICG, which include
procurement of Multi-
Mission Maritime Aircraft,
Software Defined Radios,
Interceptor Boats, Dornier
aircraft and Next Generation
Fast Patrol Vessels. 
Asserting that the three
Services are evolving
themselves with changing
times, the deence minister
urged the ICG to continue
improving itself, creating a

unique identity, gaining
expertise in its domain, and
moving forward with
renewed vigour.
He also paid tributes to late
ICG DG Rakesh Pal who
passed away due to a heart
attack in Chennai recently. He
described him as a kind-
hearted and capable officer
whose untimely death, he
said, is an irreparable loss.
Defence Secretary Giridhar
Aramane, Secretary (Defence
Production) Sanjeev Kumar
and Secretary (Ex-
Servicemen Welfare)Niten
Chandra were among the
senior officers present on the
occasion. During the course
of the conference, the ICG
Commanders will also
interact with the Chief of
Defence Staff, as well as the
Chief of the Naval Staff and
the Engineer-in-Chief. 
The discussions are designed
to foster collaboration among
the Services across the full
spectrum of maritime
security, while also promoting
the growth and infrastructure
development of ICG. The
conference provides a
platform for senior ICG
leaders to meticulously
evaluate key operational,
material, logistical, HR
development, training, and
administrative initiatives
undertaken over the past
years.
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With antimicrobial resis-
tance (AMR) becoming a

major public health crisis, the
Drugs Consultative Committee
(DCC), a high level panel of
the nation’s top health regula-
tory body, Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO)  has favoured
amending the existing rules to
prohibit the sale of antimicro-
bials to non-pharmaceutical
industries without the neces-
sary licenses.
The suggestions by the DCC
aims to ensure that these
powerful medications are
used responsibly and only
under appropriate
supervision.
At present, the Drugs Rules,

1945, in certain forms, has
provisions to exempt selling
of drugs to manufacturers of
beverages, confectionery
biscuits and other non-
medicinal products, where
such drugs are required for
processing these products.
However, in a recent meeting
held by the DCC, which
considered various proposals
on curbing the menace of
antimicrobial resistance
(AMR), opined that the
antibiotics are sold only to the
pharma industry.
The recommendation came
after the Committee was
informed that the
antimicrobials may also be
used in other industries such
as food, beverages and other
non-medicinal, non-pharma
industries leading to AMR.

This measure can help
prevent misuse and overuse of
antimicrobials, which are
significant contributors to the
development of resistant
strains of bacteria, said  Dr.
Sangeeta Sharma, Professor at
Delhi-based Institute of
Human Behaviour & Allied
Sciences (IHBAS) and
President Delhi Society for

Promotion of Rational Use of
Drugs (DSPRUD).
Seen as a serious and growing
threat to public health
globally, the AMR has been
highlighted as a global health
priority at a recent G-20
meeting under the Indian
Presidency too.
The G-20 New Delhi Leaders
Declaration states,
“Implement and prioritise
tackling antimicrobial
resistance (AMR) following
the One Health approach,
including through research
and development, infection
prevention and control, as
well as antimicrobial
stewardship efforts within
respective national action
plans through AMR and
antimicrobial consumption
surveillance”.
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday said 90

per cent of small investors
have lost Rs 1.8 lakh crore in
Futures and Option (F&O)
trading in three years and
asked the SEBI to reveal the
names of the “so called big
players” profiteering at their
expense.
More than 91 per cent, or 73
lakh, individual traders lost
money in the F&O segment in
FY24 with an average net loss
of Rs 1.2 lakh per person, a
study conducted by markets
regulator Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) revealed on Monday.
Further, 93 per cent of over 1
crore individual F&O traders
incurred average losses of
about Rs 2 lakh per trader
(inclusive of transaction
costs) during the three years
from FY22 to FY24. The
aggregate losses of such
traders exceeded Rs 1.8 lakh
crore during the period.
Rahul Gandhi, who is the
leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, said on social
media, “Uncontrolled F&O
trading has grown 45X in 5
years. 90% of small investors
have lost ?1.8 lakh Cr in 3
years.” “SEBI must reveal the
names of the so called ‘Big
Players’ making a killing at
their expense,” the former
Congress chief said.
The study said in FY24 alone,
individuals incurred about Rs
75,000 crore in net losses. It
found the top 3.5 per cent of
loss-makers -- about 4 lakh

traders faced an average loss
of Rs 28 lakh per person over
the same period, inclusive of
transaction costs.
On the other hand, only 7.2
per cent of individual F&O
traders made a profit over the
period of three years and only
1 per cent of individual
traders managed to earn
profits exceeding Rs 1 lakh,
after adjusting for transaction
costs.
Moreover, the number of
retail traders, or individual
traders, has almost doubled in
two years to about 96 lakh in
FY24 from about 51 lakh in
FY22.
Although such investors
contributed about 30 per cent
to the total turnover in FY24,
they are a clear majority in
number terms, as 99.8 per
cent of total traders in the
equity F&O segment are
individuals.
“The availability of
sophisticated trading
platforms and lower
transaction costs have
enabled retail investors to
actively trade in options and
futures contracts,
contributing to the surge in
market liquidity,” SEBI said.
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Nearly 5,000 NREGA (Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act 2005) workers from across the

country have written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, urging
the immediate resumption of NREGA work in West Bengal to
ensure the livelihood of the State workers.
The move follows after the Central Government halted NREGA
funding for West Bengal in December 2021, invoking Section 27
of the Act, leading to a complete freeze on NREGA projects and
leaving workers without their wages for nearly three years.
Besides writing to the Prime Minister, under the platform of
NREGA Sangharsh Morcha, the workers also contributed one
rupee each toward the NREGA budget for West Bengal.
Workers from Bihar Jan Jagran Shakti Sangathan, Jan Vikas
Shakti Sangathan, Pravasi Mazdoor Sangathan, Uttar Pradesh
Sangatin Kisan Mazdoor Sangathan, Jharkhand Khadya
Suraksha Jan Adhikar Manch, Chhattisgarh Kisan Mazdoor
Sangathan, Gujarat Anna Suraksha Adhikar Abhiyan, Andhra
Pradesh Ambedkarijame Punadi and Telangana Dalit Bahujan
Front are some of the organizations who have joined hands for
the cause.
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In a move to pacify farmers’
anger over various issues

ahead of Haryana assembly
polls, the Modi government
opened a dialogue with farm-
ers to discuss and resolve out-
standing issues including anx-
ieties around minimum sup-
port price.
Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Tuesday held his first
dialogue with a delegation of
50 farmers and farm union
leaders in the national capital,
days after announced to  meet
farmers every week.
The meeting held at PUSA,
where farmers’ delegation
talked about at least four
issues including the prices of
their produce, issues related
to Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana, losses caused by stray
animals, and the government
decisions at the time of
harvesting while where
Chouhan emphasized the

importance of open dialogue
on major topics like import-
export regulations, dumping
duties, and other farmer-
related concerns.
Bhartiya Kisan Union
apolitical representatives
from UP, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Haryana and
Maharashtra attended the
meeting. The meeting seems
to be important ahead of the
Haryana assembly polls
where the farmers have
shown their displeasures
towards the ruling BJP.
Talking to the media after the
meeting, Chouhan said he
met with around 50 farmer
leaders and listened to their
issues and concerns. He said,
Agriculture is the backbone of

the Indian economy, and the
farmers are its soul. Chouhan
said the farmers’ union has
given several suggestions
related to crop rates and crop
insurance. “Suggestions
related to strengthening of the
MSP regime have come. We
will look into them,”
promised Chouhan who has
now decided to meet farmer
delegations from all over the
country on every
Tuesday.Today was the first
round of talks, Chouhan said,
adding that farmers raised
issues pertaining to crop
insurance scheme coverage
and MSP.
Chouhan said that
continuous work is being
done under the leadership of

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for the overall
development of the
agriculture sector. Many
schemes related to agriculture
have been implemented in the
last 10 years and this
sequence is continuing. So far,
7 major schemes have been
approved in the first 100 days
of the third term of the Modi
government. The central
government will spend Rs 15
thousand crore on these
schemes, which will benefit
the farmers. Rs 2817 crore
will be given for the Digital
Agriculture Mission and
agricultural reforms will
continue through technology.
Decisions are being taken in
the interest of farmers and the
country; efforts are being
made to solve their problems
by sitting together with the
farmers. It has been approved
to continue the Pradhan
Mantri Annadata Aay
Sanrakshan Abhiyan (PM -
AASHA) with Rs 35 thousand
crore.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday told NCPCR not

to drag the apex court in its
agenda over a plea seeking
an SIT probe into cases of
children allegedly sold by
shelter homes in Jharkhand
of the Missionaries of
Charity founded by Mother
Teresa. Slamming the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR), a bench of
Justices BV Nagarathna and
Nongmeikapam Kotiswar
Singh dismissed the plea
filed by the child rights
body. It said the relief sought
is vague and omnibus, and it
cannot be considered. 

"Dont' drag the Supreme
Court into your agenda.
What kind of relief is sought
in your petition? How can
we pass such directions? The
petition is totally
misconstrued," the bench
told the lawyer appearing for
the NCPCR. At the outset,
the lawyer appearing for the
NCPCR submitted that the
plea has direction for an
apex court-monitored time-
bound investigation of all
such organisations in

Jharkhand to ensure
protection of children. 

The top court said the
NCPCR was empowered to
conduct enquiry and take
action in accordance with
law under the Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005.
The bench refused to
entertain the petition and
dismissed the plea. The
NCPCR in its plea filed in
2020 had sought
enforcement of fundamental
rights of prohibition of
trafficking in human beings
guaranteed under Article 23
of the Constitution. 
The agency had said
discrepancies have been
found in children's homes in

various states and it has
added them as parties in its
plea. The plea had cited
cases of child rights
violation in Jharkhand and
said the authorities in the
state have adopted a callous
approach to protect minors.
"During course of inquiry by
petitioner (NCPCR),
shocking revelations were
made by the victims which
included the factum that the
children were being sold in
the children homes. These
facts were emphatically
brought to the notice of the
State Government
(Jharkhand) but continuous
attempts were made to
sabotage and derail the
inquiry," the plea said.

SC slams NCPCR over plea seeking 
SIT probe against Missionaries of Charity

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
JAIPUR

Railway minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Tuesday

said the railway
administration is on alert for
potential train sabotage bids
and is holding talks with
authorities and police in
several states to prevent any
untoward incident.
The central government
treats security threats with
utmost seriousness and
strict action will be taken
against anyone attempting to
sabotage trains, the railway
minister told reporters at the
Jaipur airport. "This is our
commitment," he added.
Vaishnaw arrived here on
Tuesday to inspect a
Kavach-fitted train to check
the efficiency of the
automatic train protection
system at Sawai Madhopur.
"There is dialogue going on
with state governments,
DGPs and home secretaries.
The NIA is also involved.
Strict action will be taken
against anyone who tries to
cause such an accident. This
is our resolve," he told the
media.
He also said the entire
railway administration in
divisions and zones was

working with vigilance with
the Railway Protection Force
and local state police across
the country. After reaching
Jaipur, the railway minister
called on Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma and then
interacted with BJP workers
at Bhatia Bhawan in
Rajapark area of the city.
Later, he reached Gandhi
Nagar railway station to
inspect roof plaza
constructed at the Gandhi
Nagar railway station in
Jaipur. He took a round of
the plaza with a team of the
railway officials and
engineers and inspected the
construction work.
He commended the team for
the work. Talking to media,
Vaishnaw said the plaza will
connect two sides of the city.
He said the Gandhi Nagar

railway station's plaza was
one of the first such projects
in the country.
The minister is scheduled to
board the Kavach-fitted
engine of a train at the Sawai
Madhopur railway station
and travel for 45 minutes up
to the Indargarh station.
The Kavach system, also
known as an Automatic
Train Protection System
(ATP), has been developed
by the Research Designs and
Standards Organisation, and
it can apply brakes
automatically in an
emergency when a train
driver fails to act in time.
The railway ministry has
been working on this project
for the last eight years to
bring the rail network under
the Kavach system in a
phased manner.

Railway administration on alert for
potential train sabotage bids: Vaishnaw

PARVESH SHARMA n
GURGAON

BJP rebel Naveen Goyal is
contesting as an

Independent candidate from
the Gurgaon assembly
constituency.
His entry into the scene has
complicated the field for BJP
candidate Mukesh Sharma.
Political experts said Goyal
is contesting the election in a
very planned manner. Also,
the induction of former BJP
local leaders will help him to
boost his election and woo
voters.
In the past three days, three
former BJP leaders,
including Sumer Tanwar,

Seema Pahuja and Anuradha
Sharma, have given their
support to Naveen Goel.
Sumer Tanwar represents the
reserve community and was
denied a ticket from the
Pataudi assembly
constituency. Seema Pahuja
a Punjabi and former
councillor was also denied a
ticket from the Gurgaon seat.
Anuradha Sharma was also a
senior BJP leader and a
former district president.
However she is associated
with the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), but surprisingly, she
is not supporting the party's
candidate, Dr. Nishant
Anand, but an independent
candidate.

On Tuesday, Anuradha
Sharma, in a press meeting,
accused the BJP government
and said the BJP, despite
being in power for the last 10
years, failed to address
Gurgaon's civic issues.
Meanwhile, Goyal played an
important role in
establishing political
dominance in the Gurgaon
constituency as a ticket
aspirant but failed to secure
his ticket.
The political analysers said
BJP would be intensed
because the Gurgaon
constituency has a
considerable Punjabi and
Vaishya population. It has
nearly 80,000 Punjabis and

over 50,000 Vaishya voters.
Apart from this, there are
about 15,000 to 20,000
Scheduled Caste (SC) voters.
However, the main contest is
between BJP candidate
Mukesh Sharma, Congress
candidate Mohit Grover and
Independent candidate
Naveen Goyal, which made
the contest triangular.
While campaigning in
Gurgaon, Goyal appealed to
the voters to vote for him
and ensure that if the voters
need development in their
region, they must cast their
vote in his favour.
When asked about
contesting the election
despite losing ticket, Goyal

said, “I will not give up until
I succeed. I have done
multiple social work,
especially in health services,
while opening Aarogya
Daam (a health facility) to
common people and
providing job opportunities
to unemployed youths via
my foundation. 
I want to carry forward my
work for the people of
Gurgaon.”
He also asserted that apart
from Vaishya and Punjabi he
is confident of getting the
vote of other castes and
religions as well.
A resident of Gurgaon,
Rohan Khurana, said, “Our
sympathy is there with

Naveen Goel as he is popular
for his social work and a
helping man. He is working
and campaigning in 15 to 20
places every day. I don’t
know whether he will win or
not, but one thing is sure he
will get good numbers of
votes.”
Gurgaon district represents
four Assembly segments —
Gurgaon, Badshahpur,
Sohna and Pataudi. Except
for Badshahpur, which was
won by an Independent
candidate in the 2019
assembly elections, three
Assembly seats are occupied
by the BJP. Gurgaon will go
to polls in a single phase on
October 5.

BJP rebel Naveen Goyal to contest as independent candidate from Gurgaon 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
BHUBANESHWAR

A70-year-old woman in
Odisha's Keonjhar

district was forced to crawl
nearly two kilometres from
her home to the panchayat
office to collect her old-age
pension. The ailing woman
identified as Pathuri Dehury,
a resident of Raisuan gram
panchayat, cannot walk. A
video of Dehury crawling on a
village road has gone viral on
social media.
Raisuan gram panchayat
sarpanch Bagun Champia
said that he drew the attention
of the administration after
watching the old woman
crawling on the road on
television news and seeing her
pictures in newspapers.
“I have also verified from the

villagers that the woman is
not able to walk properly due
to her age-related aliment,”
the Sarpanch said.
Though the state government
had earlier issued a directive
to officials to deliver the
pension of elderly and
disabled beneficiaries at their
doorstep, Dehury said a
panchayat official had asked
her to visit the office to collect
the monthly pension.  The

woman is 70 years old and
had no other alternative to
reach there, according to
villagers.
The gram panchayat
concerned is under Telkoi
block in Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi's home district
Keonjhar. Telkoi block
development officer (BDO)
Geeta Murmu told PTI that
the old-age pension was
earlier sent to Dehury's bank
account.
However, as she became ill
and expressed her inability to
visit the bank, the local
administration has started
disbursing the pension by
hand, she said.
Now, the panchayat extension
officer was asked to disburse
the old-age pension to
Dehury at her home each
month. A wheelchair has also
been provided to her, the
BDO said. Raisuan sarpanch
said the civil supply assistant
will provide rations to Dehury
at her doorstep.
The state government
provides pension to 42 lakh
elderly people under schemes
like Madhu Babu Pension
Yojana and the Indira Gandhi
National Old Age Pension
Scheme.

Old woman forced to
crawl nearly 2 km to
collect pension in Odisha

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

The Bengal Government
has urged the Supreme

Court to urgently hear the
pending petition filed by the
State challenging a Calcutta
High Court order quashing
Other Backward Class
(OBC) status earlier granted
by the State to more than 75
castes. 
Appearing for the State of
Bengal senior advocate Kapil
Sibal said that pending a
verdict from the Apex Court
the State Government was
unable to issue caste
certificates to the target
population.
The stoppage in issuance of
caste certificates was
depriving the people to get
their caste benefits including
admission to medical
courses, the State
Government advocate said.
The Supreme Court had

earlier directed the State to
furnish a quantifiable data
on social and economic
backwardness of the castes it
had included in the OBC list
and "on their inadequate
representation in the public
sector jobs." Incidentally a
majority of the castes thus

listed by the State
Government came from the
Muslim community leading
the opposition parties to
question the intention of the
powers that be.
The high court had on May
22 struck down the OBC
status of several castes in

West Bengal granted since
2010, holding as illegal the
reservation for them in
public sector jobs and state-
run educational institutions.
Incidentally the Left Front
Government was in power
when the New list of OBC
was mooted.
The Calcutta High Court
had earlier thrown out
orders passed by the Bengal
Government between March
2010 and May 2012 by which
77 communities (classes), 75
of which were Muslims,
were given reservation
under the OBC category.
While passing the order the
Division Bench of Justices
Tapabrata Chakraborty and
Rajasekhar Mantha held that
the religion had been the
"sole" basis for the State to
provide reservation. Such
measures, based solely
religious basis, were
prohibited by the

Constitution the High Court
had said.
Reacting to the issue the
Bengal BJP leaders said that
the orders listing new
groups of OBC passed the
Mamata Banerjee was
"entirely aimed at polarizing
the minority votes." State
party leader Dilip Ghosh
said that "as Mamata
Banerjee has understood
that her popularity is going
down among the minorities
even … she is trying to lure
them with such communal
acts … she needs this order
implemented before the
2026 Assembly elections …
but this will make her more
unpopular among the rest of
the population."
The Left however would not
comment with CPI(M)
leader Sujan Chakrabarty
saying that they would wait
for the Supreme Court
verdict to come out. 

Bengal urges SC to hear OBC case early
SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

Refusing to pay much heed
to the "moderate"

statement made by new
Bengal Pradesh Congress
president Subhankar Sarkar
towards the Trinamool
Congress, former PCC
president Adhir Chowhdury
on Tuesday said that his fight
against the "corrupt" regime
would continue as before.
"Private statements are
immaterial … I will continue
to hit the streets challenging
this corrupt Government,"
Chowhdury a five-time MP
from Behrampore before he
lost out to a new comer and
former India cricketer Yusuf
Pathan in this year's
parliamentary elections said.
Earlier Sarkar known for his
moderate feelings for the
Mamata Banerjee's TMC, had
said soon after becoming the
State party president that he
would have no problem in

supporting the powers that be
if they functioned
democratically.
"The Congress is clear about
its secular democratic values
… we have nothing personal
against the Trinamool
Congress … if we see that
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee is working towards
restoring the democratic
culture in the State then we
will have no reason to be
unnecessarily combative,"
Sarkar had said soon after
assuming charge.
When asked to comment on
his remarks, Chowdhury said

people were free to enjoy their
personal views iterating, "I
will continue my protests
against this corrupt
government as earlier …
besides there has been no
information coming from the
national leadership to
suspend the movement
against this Government
which means the policy of the
State party remains
unchanged," vis a vis the
TMC.
The Pradesh Congress which
holds Mamata Banerjee
responsible for its weakened
condition in the State had
under Chowdhury declared
an all out war against the
TMC since 2016 when for the
first time it struck an alliance
with the Left Front.
Subsequently the party has
been fighting the TMC on all
the issues from Sharada,
Narada, school level
recruitment scam to RG Kar
rape and murder case.

Defiant Adhir to continue
fight against Mamata Banerjee

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

Aday after the key accused
in the sensational

Badlapur child sexual assault
case Akshay Shinde was shot
dead in an “encounter” by an
escorting police team, the
Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) rooted for a
c o u r t - m o n i t o r e d
investigation or an inquiry by
a retired high court judge
into the questionable
circumstances leading to the
death of the accused.
Shell shocked by the manner
in which 23-year-old Shinde
came to be shot dead in a
“retaliatory firing” by a
policeman while he was taken
from Badlapur to Thane in a
van for investigation in
another case on Monday
evening,  his parents Anna
and Alka alleged there was a
conspiracy behind the death
of their son.
“This is a contract killing by
the police. How can there be
an encounter inside a police
van?. The government must
take strong action against the
perpetrators who killed our
son,” Alka Shinde asked.
The death of the Badlapur

nursery school sexual assault
accused has, meanwhile,
snowballed into a political
controversy with the leaders
of the entire Opposition
MVA, including NCP (SP)
chief Sharad Pawar, former
State Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh, Shiv Sena (UBT)
president Uddhav Thackeray,
his party leaders Aaditya
Thackeray, Sanjay Raut, MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi, State
Congress President Nana
Patole and leaders of three
constituent parties
questioning the version put
out by the police and the
Maharashtra government on
the circumstances leading to
the “encounter death” of
Akshay Shinde.
The MVA leaders demanded
an “impartial” investigation
by a retired or sitting high
court judge into the death or
a court-monitored probe or a
CBI probe into the
“suspicious” circumstances in
which the accused in which
the key accused in Badlapur
sexual assault case came to be
killed.
Meanwhile, the State state
Crime Investigation
Department (CID) has taken

over the probe into the
‘encounter killing’ of Akshay
Shinde. 
Pawar questioned the laxity
and lack of precautions on
the part of the State home
department in transporting
the main accused in such a
sensitive case in which two
minor girls were allegedly
abused in a Badlapur
kindergarten school.  “It
seems the government has
become weak….The
government should such
steps that would deter
miscreants in indulging in
such a reprehensible act”
Maharashtra Congress
President Nana Patole
demanded to know “if the
encounter with the accused
was done by the police as part
of a high-level effort to
suppress the whole matter?”
“An inquiry should be
conducted through the
present judges of the High
Court to reveal the truth of
this matter,” he said.
It may be recalled that two

nursery girls – aged four and
six years --  were sexually
abused allegedly by sweeper
Shinde when they in the
washroom of the

kindergarten school run by
Adarsh Vidya Prasarak
Sanstha (AVPS) on August 13
for using the toilet there. A
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) of the Thane police that
investigated the case has  filed
a charge-sheet in the case
before the special Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act court
in Kalyan.
Wondering as to where did
the 23-year-old sweeper learn
how to use a firearm, Sanjay
Raut said: “We have been told
that Akshay Shinde fired at
the police? When the police
escort him, his hands are
supposed to tied and his face
covered. So, what precisely
happened? 
Who are Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde and deputy
chief minister  Devendra
Fadnavis trying to protect?
Maharashtra must know the
truth”. 
Demanding to know as to
why the trustees of the school
where the incident took place
had not been arrested yet,
Shiv Sena (UBT) MLA
Aaditya Thackeray asked,
“Why are the trustees of the
school being protected by the

BJP-Shinde regime? Will the
cases against the citizens who
protested be taken back?
They were treated like
gangsters.  They simply were
protesting against the refusal
of the police to file a
complaint from the victim for
a week? Who are the police
protecting?”
Dubbing the encounter
drama as “a story written,
sponsored and executed by
the state government”,  Shiv
Sena (UBT) MP Priyanka
Chaurvedi said: “The accused
is dead. The other co-accused
who were school Trustees and
BJP workers are on the run.
Such a textbook case of
shoot-and-scoot tactics
applied an incompetent
government. Coming soon:
Nobody sexually assaulted
the minor girls, a story
written, sponsored and
executed by the state
government”
Rubbishing the police
version,. NCP (SP) MLA Dr
Jitendra Awhad asked: “How
can a handcuffed accused
snatch the revolver of a
policeman and fire at him
when five more policemen
are around?,” he said. 

Maharashtra orders CID probe into Badlapur sexual assault accused’s death
TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

Upping the ante over the
extension in service given

to Rashmi Shukla after her
retirement as the State
Director General of Police
(DGP), the Maharashtra
Congress on Tuesday wrote to
the Election Commission of
India (ECI) demanding her
immediate removal from the
post to ensure a “free, fair and
transparent” Maharashtra
Assembly polls.
In a letter shot off to the Chief
Election Commissioner of the
ECI in the run-up to the
Maharashtra Assembly polls
to be held in November this
year,  State Congress
President Nana Patole flagged
the issue of continuance of
Rashmi Shukla, a 1988 batch
IPS officer, as the State DGP,
with the additional charge of
Director General in charge of
the Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB).
“Rashmi Shukla was due to
retire on June 30 2024, upon
reaching the age of
superannuation.... However,
she has been illegally granted

an extension until January
2026, in a direct violation of
the Maharashtra Police Act,
which stipulates that the DGP
of the state shall have a term
of two years or until their
retirement, whichever is
earlier,” Patole said.
“In addition to this unlawful
extension, Smt. Rashmi
Shukla has a history of
engaging in illegal activities
that raise serious concerns
about her impartiality and
ability to perform her duties
with integrity. 
She has been involved in the
illegal tapping of opposition
leaders' phones without
proper authorization,
misleading competent
authorities in the process,”
Patole alleged.
“Despite several cases being
registered against her, these
cases were shelved following
the change of government in
Maharashtra, with the BJP
coming into power. During
her tenure as DGP, she has
actively misused her position
to harass and threaten
opposition leaders, often
generating false inquiries and

registering baseless cases
against them. She has acted as
a political campaigner for the
BJP, compromising the
integrity and non-partisan
nature of her role as a senior
police officer,” Patole alleged.
“Given the instances of her
alleged political bias, misuse
of government machinery,
and illegal activities, it is
impossible to ensure a fair
and impartial environment
for the upcoming elections in
Maharashtra while Rashmi
Shukla continues to hold
power over the state
police....er removal is crucial
to safeguard the democratic
process and ensure that the
forthcoming elections are
conducted in a fair, free, and
transparent manner,” Patole
said.
It may be recalled that
Rashmi Shukha had come
under rough weather during
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVS)
government over the alleged
tapping of Opposition leaders’
phones during the Devendra
Fadnavis-led government
between 2014 and 2019.

Congress roots for removal of Rashmi 
Shukla as DGP to ensure fair Assembly polls



The debate of whether
education should be
imparted in English or

a regional language has been
actively rhyming in our post-
independent society. It’s
true that as a nation we have
to preserve our rich culture
and tradition, but at the same
time, we need to equip our
present generation to take up
the challenges in the future,
like space age and AI.
During colonisation, English
was forced on us to make the
jobs of foreigners easy. In that
process the foreign rulers
who ruled our land even
learned native languages,
sometimes better than native
Indians, to understand our
rich scientific knowledge.
Because of this, they were able
to produce scholarly works
about Indian Knowledge
Systems better than native
Indians. This has also helped
the world recognise Indian
Knowledge in the long run.
On the slip side, the domi-
nance of English has badly
affected the status of many
native languages. The British
educational reforms priori-
tized English-medium
instruction, particularly at
the higher levels. This led to
a situation where proficiency

in English became synony-
mous with access to power,
jobs, and social mobility.
Many educated Indians, espe-
cially in urban areas, began to
adopt English as their prima-
ry language, sidelining region-
al languages. This created a
linguistic divide between the
English-educated elite and
the native-language speaking
masses.The historic NEP
2020 envisioned reorienting
our attention to regional lan-
guages in the education sys-
tem. Unfortunately, its focus
on nurturing local language in
science and technology edu-
cation has become problem-
atic because of hyper activism.
Many states are involved in
the translation of science,
engineering and medicine
textbooks into regional lan-
guages. 
Though these will serve as a
valuable document to pre-
serve our languages, they

won’t help in improving the
quality of higher education. 
Even before NEP, in many
state universities, there was a
provision to write science in
their regional languages. But
there were few takers for
that. Even today when we
make propaganda to pro-
mote regional languages, it’s
not implemented uniformly.
All these policy changes, good
or bad, will affect only stu-
dents studying in public sec-
tor institutions. 
Unfortunately, none of the
children of our government
servants politicians’ or even
activists study in these pub-
lic sector educational institu-
tions, so they are not con-
cerned about whether it will
improve quality or not. So all
this language love is ‘only for
others, not for me’. 
This culture is again creating
a linguistic divide in our soci-
ety, which the British did to
us long before.Whether we
like it or not, English is the
only language that acts as a
bridge connecting various
sections of our country. And
in higher education, especial-
ly in science and technology
courses where information is
gathered from the knowl-
edge generated in other coun-

tries, it has become the only
language of that can connect
us with the global knowledge
hub. 
How we can generate good
engineers or scientists if they
are not competent to under-
stand English? Will be there
any takers for an engineering
or science course if offered in
a regional language? How
will our future youngsters
survive in an AI dominated
digital world where English is
thelingua franca for the glob-
al workforce? How will they
survive in a space colony?
English is undeniably the
global language of science,
technology, and research.
Most cutting-edge scientific
papers, engineering manuals,
and international patents are
published in English. 
Though a bilingual mode of
education can be adapted to
teach complex scientific facts,
totally neglecting English
from our higher education
will be a death trap for our sci-
ence and technology.
Unnecessary language chau-
vinism will erode the quality
of higher education. 
(The author is the Academic

affairs, Garden City University
and adjunct faculty at NIAS,
Bangalore, views are personal)

In a powerful address at the United Nations General Assembly, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has emphasised the urgent need for global peace and called for
comprehensive reforms in top international bodies. Speaking at the “Summit of

the Future” held at the UN headquarters in New York, Modi stated, “reform is the key
to relevance.” His message resonated deeply amidst the complex global landscape
marked by emerging conflicts and ongoing challenges. PM Modi articulated that the
true success of humanity lies in collective strength, advocating for unity rather than
conflict. He declared, “for world peace and development, reform is essential for glob-
al organisations.” He was clearly hinting at the need for revamping the United Nations
itself. This call for reform is particularly poignant given the multitude of challenges
facing the international community today, ranging from terrorism to new fields of con-
flict such as cyber threats, maritime disputes, and space exploration. Modi stressed

that “global action must match global ambition,” high-
lighting the need for coordinated efforts to tackle
these pressing issues. His message of peace comes
on the heels of the UN General Assembly's adop-
tion of a “Pact for the Future,” designed to address
the challenges of the 21st century, including climate
change, human rights, and conflict. 
This pact, however, was met with resistance from
seven nations, led by Russia, which is currently
embroiled in armed conflict with Ukraine. Russia’s
representatives expressed dissatisfaction with the
agreement, arguing that it failed to adequately include
diverse perspectives and stifled negotiations. Dmitry

Polyansky, Russia’s First Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN criticised the
pact, stating, “The United Nations had infringed upon its own principles to pander
to a group of delegations from the ‘beautiful garden,’ who have usurped the talks
from the very beginning.” This remark underscores the ongoing geopolitical tensions
that challenge global unity. Despite these challenges, PM Modi’s address at the UN
showcases India's increasing influence on the world stage. By advocating for reforms
and prioritising global peace, India positions itself as a key player in international diplo-
macy. Modi's leadership not only reflects India's aspirations for a more equitable glob-
al order but also underscores its commitment to addressing contemporary challenges
through collaboration and dialogue. As the world faces an array of complex issues,
Modi's vision of reform and peace serves as a crucial reminder that the path for-
ward must be paved with collective action, mutual respect, and a commitment to
the principles of democracy and justice. In this pivotal moment, India stands ready
to lead and contribute to a more stable and harmonious global community. India has
also gained prominence as a peace maker and could emerge as a major negotiator
in world arena.

A call for peace and reform

able also from an early age. Certain age
restrictions, limit usage zones, setting
clear expectations are a good beginning
but along with it what can really make
a difference is how we as parents are able
to motivate our children to take part in
outdoor physical activities and have
more offline interactions so that their
overall lifestyle balances out and it helps
in their overall mental development as
well. Family, society and school all will
have to play their role here to ensure
children are not becoming prisoners of
social media. 

Bal Govind | Noida

COURT QUESTIONS BULLDOZER ACTIONS
Madam — Many houses were demolished
by bulldozers in Uttar Pradesh to punish
some accused before the completion of the
trial. This has continuously bulldozed the
line of separation of power between the
executive and the judiciary. The executive
cannot act like the cur called Fury in the
nonsense trial as depicted in the book,
'Alice in Wonderland', and say to a con-
vict, "Let us both go to law: I will prose-

cute you. Come, I'll take no denial: we must
have a trial." 
It will be ludicrous to buy the logic of the
cur called Fury. How can "I'll take no
denial" of an accused and "We must have
a trial" exist simultaneously? After many
houses were bulldozed, the Supreme
Court, at last, on September 2, questioned
the bulldozing of homes and private prop-
erties of persons accused of crimes. Justice
B.R. Gavai asked, “How can anybody’s
home be demolished because he is an
accused in a case?… Can it happen even
if a person is a convict?” Indeed, the exec-
utive cannot add more punishment to what
was given by the judiciary for a convict.
Should the administration destroy the
future of innocent children by destroying
their homes if their father is a criminal?
Rather, it is the duty of the state to ensure
that the innocent family members of a con-
vict may not suffer humiliation and are not
forced to accept illegal ways for survival. 

Sujit De | Kolkata

SRI LANKA TAKES LEFT TURN
Madam — Anura Kumara Dissanayake,
55, has become a symbol of political
transformation in Sri Lanka, rising
from a humble rural background to
claim the country’s presidency in a
groundbreaking election. Anura secured
42.31 per cent of the vote, while Sajith
Premadasa followed with 32.71 per
cent, and the incumbent President,
Ranil Wickremasinghe, garnered just
17.27 per cent. Anura’s early life was
marked by his deep connection to the
struggles of Sri Lanka’s rural heartland.
Unlike many other dynastic or aristo-
cratic leaders rooted in majority Sinhala
Buddhist politics, it was not academia
or racial-ethnic identity that shaped his
future. While in university in the early
1990s, his growing political activism
drew him to the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP), a left-wing Marxist-
Leninist party that was characterised by
armed uprisings in 1971 and 1987-89
and represented the oppressed Sinhalese
rural youth. The violent insurrections
led by the JVP were fuelled by a hard-
line Marxist ideology aimed at over-
throwing the existing political and eco-
nomic systems, which they viewed as
exploitative and feudalistic. Thus we
could witness Lanka taking a left turn
and moving fast for a new era in island
politics.

Dorai Ramani Suresh | Ghaziabad

PROTECTING KIDS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Madam— Apropos to “Social media age
limit:  Will  banning children be
enough?” published on September 23,
here is my response. This is a critical
debate and we should not be surprised
if this reaches Indian shores from
Australia soon. Every technological
innovation has its own pluses and
minuses. Banning it completely may
sound a drastic move, but what is
needed is more comprehensive discus-
sions around it in the current context
where children are more exposed to
social media and in turn more vulner-
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A farmer winnows paddy grains during procurement season, at a grain market in Amritsar PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

PM Modi’s UNGA address, following the UN's adoption of a ‘Pact

for the Future,’ underscores India's commitment to peace 

pline, empathy, and an unwa-
vering commitment to the
welfare of all.Gandhi’s
thought process emphasised
that lasting peace could only
be built on the foundations of
truth and ahimsa (nonvio-
lence), where individual and
collective actions are guided
by compassion, respect, and
cooperation. His concept of
Sarvodaya– the upliftment
of all – called for each person
to contribute to the common
good, recognising that peace
could not thrive in isolation
but required the well-being of
every individual. Inspired by
Gandhi’s legacy, we are
reminded that the path to
sustaining this delicate, yet
priceless state, lies in our
hands. 
As the political scientist
“Johan Galtung”, known as
the founder of peace and
conflict studies puts it, “Peace
is not the absence of conflict
but the ability to handle con-
flict by peaceful means.”
Galtung went ahead to under-
score the importance of dia-
logue, empathy, and the
peaceful settlement of dis-
putes – (vital principles) – in
a world grappling with rising
geopolitical tensions, internal
conflicts, and growing polar-
ization.In his seminal work,
“Terror in the Mind of God,”
historian and American
Sociologist, “Mark
Juergensmeyer” argues that
acts of terror are often root-

ed in a perceived cosmic war
between good and evil. 
He emphasises that “The ulti-
mate goal of peace cannot be
achieved by military means
alone but through addressing
the underlying causes of vio-
lence, such as political exclu-
sion, economic disparities,
and social injustice.” This
reflects the need for a broad-
er strategy incorporating dia-
logue, economic coopera-
tion, and cultural under-
standing.Gandhi’s Satyagraha
– The Ingredient for
PeaceLong before September
11 became a symbol of
destruction, it marked the
birth of a powerful, but
peaceful revolutionary force. 
On September 11, 1906, in
Johannesburg, Mahatma
Gandhi launched his first
“Satyagraha’ campaign, root-
ed in truth (Satya), nonvio-
lence (Ahimsa), and moral
courage. 
As Nelson Mandela once
said, Gandhi's philosophy
“contributed in no small mea-
sure” to transforming not
just South Africa but the
entire world. Judith Brown, in
his book “Gandhi: Prisoner of
Hope”, calls Satyagraha a
“moral experiment,” where
conflict was resolved ethical-
ly, not violently. 
This approach shaped India’s
independence.Peace as the
Only PanaceaIn a divided
world where conflicts grow
more complex and risk esca-

lation, it is crucial to return to
the principles of peace and
nonviolence. Political
Scientist Michael Howard
reminds us that “Peace can-
not be imposed from above;
it must be constructed from
below,” through trust, educa-
tion, and dialogue – values
central to the UN’s
Declaration on a 'Culture of
Peace.' As we also approach
the International Day of
Nonviolence on October 2,
(Gandhi's birth anniversary),
we must heed the lessons of
war. 
At this crossroads, we must
choose: to continue on the
path of division or embrace
the dialogue, compassion,
and justice championed by
Gandhi, Mandela, Bhave,
King, and many other silent
crusaders of peace. The ben-
efits of a peaceful world are
profound, fostering stability,
prosperity, and the overall
well-being of humankind.
Peacemakers, per se, remind
us that peace is more than the
mere absence of war; it
requires the continuous pur-
suit of justice, collaboration,
and respect. British historian
A.J.P. Taylor had succinctly
put it, “War is a failure of
diplomacy and peace”. It is
time for collective – and
renewed effort. 

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti

and Darshan Samiti; views
are personal)

The pursuit of peace
in tumulous times

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, while
addressing the 79th
UN General Assembly
Session on September

23, 2024, reiterated the idea of
adopting human-centric devel-
opment for enhancing sustain-
ability. Addressing the members
at the “Summit of the Future”,
the Prime Minister emphasized
the need for global reforms to
foster peace, development, and
collective progress. He under-
scored that humanity’s success
lies not in conflict but in har-
nessing collective strength. The
meeting of the 79th UN General
Assembly – immediately after
the commencement of the
International Day of Peace –
which the world observed on
September 21, is again a
reminder of the power – and
necessity – of nonviolence, dia-
logue, and reconciliation. In a
world grappling with various
forms of violence, the call for
peace demands a concerted
effort. 
The very recent chilling incident
of an annihilation attempt in
Lebanon has thrust a long-for-
gotten technology back into the
spotlight: the pager. On
September 17, 2024, a coordinat-
ed attack sent shockwaves
through the region when hun-
dreds of pagers, used by
Hezbollah members and medics,
exploded simultaneously. The
devastating blasts claimed the
lives of at least nine people and
left nearly 3,000 badly injured.
While the political ramifica-
tions are immense, the sheer
audacity and sophistication of
this attack are terrifying. 
The hijacking of a seemingly
obsolete technology for such
lethal precision raises haunting
questions about modern warfare
and it's evolving, invisible threats
vis-à-vis the effort of reconcili-
ation amidst unending turmoil
such as these.In this direction,
Mahatma Gandhi’s vision of
peace stands as a beacon of
hope. He believed that true
peace is not merely the absence
of war, but a dynamic force root-
ed in justice, truth, and nonvi-
olence. 
To Gandhi, peace was a way of
life, achieved through self-disci-

Challenges faced by LGBTQ+ community

GANDHI’S THOUGHT
PROCESS

EMPHASISED THAT
LASTING PEACE
COULD ONLY BE

BUILT ON THE
FOUNDATIONS OF

TRUTH AND AHIMSA
(NONVIOLENCE),

WHERE INDIVIDUAL
AND COLLECTIVE

ACTIONS ARE
GUIDED BY

COMPASSION,
RESPECT, AND
COOPERATION

The perils of imparting higher
education in local languages

L
GBTQ+ people face so many challenges
and experience a lot of discrimination in
employment, healthcare, as well as in their

personal lives. They are bullied and harassed

at work places also. Violence against the
LGBTQ+ community is a serious matter. One
should not face any kind of discrimination
based on their gender identity and sexual ori-
entation. It's just that they are genetically
designed this way. But some are killed sim-
ply because of who they are. In the normal
course of life, they often face social stigma,
leading to depression and anxiety, which
directly affects their mental health. LGBTQ+
people find it difficult to create a supportive
community. They also find it very difficult to
manage family relationships. They often face
loneliness and complete isolation from soci-
ety. We should stand together and provide
them support and cooperation, listen to
them, and accept them for who they are by
showing our care. Only this way they will be
able to get fit and comfortable in our society.

Neha Tomar | Ujjain

RAJDEEP PATHAK

BIJU
DHARAMAPALAN

While promoting local languages in higher education aims to increase

inclusivity, it may also pose challenges to the quality of education

The UN General Assembly adopted  the “Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of
Peace,” 25 years ago; it is a poignant reminder of the importance of nonviolence and justice
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THOUSANDS OF
INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS AND

WORKERS IN
CANADA,

ESPECIALLY
FROM INDIA, ARE

GROWING
FRUSTRATED

WITH RECENT
CHANGES TO

FEDERAL
IMMIGRATION

POLICIES. MANY
LIVE UNDER THE

CONSTANT
THREAT OF

DEPORTATION

Boredom is a common experience that many individuals face, often
leading to restlessness, unproductiveness and a lack of motiva-
tion. While there are various ways to combat boredom, one high-

ly effective and fulfilling method is engaging in community service.
Volunteering within the community may not only help alleviate boredom
but also provide a wealth of personal and societal benefits. 
By promoting meaningful engagement, fostering social connections and
offering opportunities to learn and grow, community service plays a cru-
cial role in keeping individuals engaged and fulfilled.There is no deny-
ing the fact that community service gives people a sense of purpose,
as they contribute to something meaningful. When an individual helps
others, it keeps their mind engaged and focused on productive tasks. It
introduces them to variety in their routine, allowing them to break away
from repetitive or mundane activities that often lead to boredom. ‘Boredom’-
a term that often stems from feeling aimless or lacking direction, but
when people dedicate their time to helping others, they find themselves
contributing to a cause larger than their routine. 
Whether it is volunteering at a local shelter, participating in a neighbour-
hood cleanup or organising charitable events, community service gives
individuals a meaningful reason to stay active. This sense of purpose
not only fills time constructively but also leads to personal satisfaction,
as individuals witness the tangible positive impact they are making in
their communities. One of the most significant rewards of community
service is the realisation that individuals are contributing to the greater
good of society. Community service reverses this by showing volun-
teers the immediate impact of their actions. 

Whether it’s reducing hunger, improving local infrastructure or support-
ing vulnerable populations, every hour spent in community service makes
a meaningful difference. This contribution gives volunteers a deep sense
of fulfilment and pride in knowing that they are part of something big-
ger than themselves. By actively participating in the betterment of their
community, individuals cultivate a sense of responsibility and connec-
tion to their surroundings, making it far less likely that they will feel bored
or disengaged. 
Community service has proved to be a powerful antidote to boredom.
It engages individuals in meaningful work, fosters social connections,
provides opportunities to learn new skills and allows for both mental as
well as physical engagement. The sense of purpose and fulfilment that
comes from helping others replaces the emptiness of boredom with pro-
ductivity and satisfaction. Additionally, the positive impact that volun-
teers have on their communities contributes to a stronger and more con-
nected society. Engagement in community service provides not only the
older generation but also the young generation with purposeful activi-
ties that not only combat boredom but also offer personal growth, social
connections and skill development. 
It exposes young people to experiences they may not have encountered
otherwise. Whether it’s volunteering abroad, helping in different sectors
such as health, education, and environment or interacting with diverse
communities, these experiences add excitement and variety to their lives.
Volunteering also introduces young people to new social circles, help-
ing them meet like-minded individuals who share their passion for help-
ing others. This interaction can reduce feelings of isolation, which is a
common cause of boredom, especially for those who may not have a
wide social network or stimulating environments. It will even help young
people to grow personally by stepping outside their comfort zones and
taking on new challenges. As they contribute to various projects and
initiatives, they will build self-confidence and resilience, knowing they
can make a tangible difference in the world.

(The writer is a motivator and a freelance writer; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
KILL BOREDOM BY

WORKING FOR THE SOCIETY

On Sunday, September
22, 2024, Anura
Kumara Dissanayake, a

prominent left-wing leader,
won the presidential election
in Sri Lanka, securing a victo-
ry that signals a significant
departure from the country’s
traditional political establish-
ment and heralds a period of
unprecedented transforma-
tion. The Election
Commission of Sri Lanka offi-
cially declared Dissanayake
the winner after conducting
the nation’s first-ever second
vote count, which included
preference ballots.
"People are voting for change,"
said Dissanayake, the National
People's Power alliance’s pres-
idential candidate, who was led
by the JVP. "Change" became
one of the primary slogans for
the 2024 

presidential election. The elec-
tion was remarkable in many
ways—it was the first since the
public uprising in July 2022,
which forced President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa out of
office. The election was large-
ly centered around economic
issues. Interestingly, the
Rajapaksa family, which had
dominated Sri Lankan politics
for decades, had no influence
on the election. Among the 38

candidates, Namal Rajapaksa,
son of former President and
Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, was never consid-
ered a serious contender. The
main contest was between
opposition leader Sajith
Premadasa, Dissanayake, and
incumbent president Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who
assumed office after Gotabaya
Rajapaksa fled the country in
2022.
Wickremesinghe campaigned
on a platform of continuity,
with his primary focus on
stabilising the nation’s econo-
my following its debt crisis and
collapse in 2022. His admin-
istration claimed to have
restored some financial stabil-
ity by securing an IMF bailout
package, ending fuel rationing,
and addressing economic tur-
moil. However, poorer sections

of the population, who were
hardest hit by the economic
collapse, saw little benefit from
the stability he touted.
The core cause of Sri Lanka’s
economic crisis was excessive
borrowing for non-profitable
ventures. The effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic, com-
bined with the government’s
insistence on depleting its lim-
ited foreign reserves to support
the rupee, further crippled
the economy. The severe short-
age of essentials like fuel, food,
cooking gas, and medicine
led to mass public outrage.
People stood in line for days to
access basic necessities. As
protests intensified, then-
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
was forced out of power, with
demonstrators taking over key
government buildings, includ-
ing the president's residence

and office. Sri Lanka's deep
political divisions continue to
threaten the country's already
fragile legislative framework,
making effective governance
increasingly difficult. These
divisions risk perpetuating
delays and inefficiency, poten-
tially leading to a prolonged
political deadlock that hinders
the nation’s progress. Antonio
Gramsci’s theory of passive

revolution is relevant here,
highlighting the danger of sig-
nificant changes that merely
reinforce the existing power
structures. Likewise, Hannah
Arendt’s observation that “The
most radical revolutionary will
become a conservative the
day after the revolution” warns
against decisions based pure-
ly on emotion rather than
logic.
Sri Lanka and India have long
been civilisational twins. India
has historically maintained a
deep interest in Sri Lanka’s
political landscape. Today, the
island nation is one of India’s
most important regional allies,
especially as some of its neigh-
bors struggle with internal
conflict or drift further from
India's influence. Sri Lanka’s
proximity to key Indian scien-
tific and security installations,

including nuclear reactors,
space research centers, and
naval bases in southern India,
makes the island strategically
vital. India's primary concern
has been ensuring that no
foreign power, particularly an
adversarial one, gains undue
influence in Sri Lanka. China’s
growing presence in Sri Lanka
is a major point of contention.
Both India and China are
vying for a foothold in the
country due to its strategic
location for trade and military
purposes.
India has actively worked to
strengthen its ties with Sri
Lanka. This is evident in
Colombo, where India’s Adani
Group, with backing from US
investments, is leading a multi-
million-dollar expansion of
the Colombo West
International Terminal.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka has
handed control of
Hambantota, a major shipping
hub, to China on a 99-year
lease due to financial losses. 
In addition to its strategic
interests in the Indian Ocean
region, New Delhi is keen to
maintain strong relations with
Colombo to address the unre-
solved Tamil question in Sri
Lanka.
In India’s Vision SAGAR and
Neighbourhood First Policy,
Sri Lanka occupies a special
place. Both countries’ minis-
ters can look forward to close
collaboration to further devel-
op and strengthen their bilat-
eral relationship.

(The writer is an Associate
Professor at the School of

Liberal Arts – Bennett
University, Greater Noida;

views are personal)

Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s Victory: A new dawn for Sri Lanka amidst political upheaval

Engaging in meaningful social work can
kill boredom and give immense joy

SHAINY SHARMA

With recent changes in immigration policies and the mounting pressures of
living abroad, an alarming number of Indian students are turning to suicide

SURJIT SINGH FLORA

Rising suicides among

Indian students in Canada

ferentiating between age and gen-
der groups, there is still a lack of
comprehensive understanding of
the diverse experiences that drive
these tragic decisions. In 2023,
British Columbia reported 639
suicides—roughly 12 deaths per
100,000 people. This alarming
figure has remained steady since
2016, with peaks in suicide deaths
occurring in January, May, and
August.
Behind these statistics lie stories
of hopelessness and isolation.
Unemployment, financial pres-
sures, family breakdowns, and
untreated or undiagnosed men-
tal health issues push many to the
brink. Over the past decade,
Canada's socio-economic land-
scape has shifted drastically, con-
tributing to these challenges.
Rapid urbanisation, job losses,
inflation, and the pressure to
succeed have increased the men-
tal strain on individuals, partic-
ularly foreign students. The gov-
ernment's focus on foreign rela-
tions, often at the expense of
domestic welfare, has only made
life harder for many.
Foreign students, in particular,
are bearing the brunt of Canada's
economic hardships, struggling
with high living costs and lone-
liness. Without adequate financial
support or mental health
resources, many find themselves
in despair.
The traditional social support sys-
tems that once offered emotion-
al and financial stability have
eroded, leaving many to navigate
their struggles alone. A lack of
mental health services further
compounds the problem, with
access to psychologists, therapists,

and counsellors remaining a priv-
ilege in many parts of the coun-
try. The stigma surrounding men-
tal illness forces many to suffer in
silence.
The role of technology, particu-
larly social media, in this crisis
cannot be ignored. While it serves
as a vital communication tool, it
has also become a breeding
ground for cyberbullying and
toxic comparisons. This envi-
ronment, combined with societal
pressures, has contributed to ris-
ing depression rates among the
youth, some of whom tragically
resort to suicide.
Canada urgently needs to reeval-
uate its mental health policies and
increase funding for mental
health services. The current
Mental Health Bill must be
accompanied by a clear imple-
mentation plan to make therapy
affordable and accessible, espe-
cially for vulnerable groups.
Unfortunately, the Trudeau gov-
ernment is facing political insta-
bility, with the departure of NDP
leader Jagmeet Singh, leaving the
government in a precarious posi-
tion. As a result, it's hard to expect
meaningful action from them in
the near future.
In the meantime, grassroots
efforts to raise awareness and
remove the stigma surrounding
mental  health are crucial.
Communities need to create safe
spaces where individuals feel
comfortable seeking help without
fear of judgment. This will require
collaboration between govern-
ment, civil society, and religious
organisations to build support
systems that individuals can rely
on during crises.

The pressure on young interna-
tional students—many barely 20
years old—to study, work, and
support their families back home
is overwhelming, especially in
Canada’s current economic cli-
mate. Parents must understand
the immense burden they place
on their children. With the same
investment, students could thrive
in Punjab, completing their edu-
cation and building fulfilling
lives.
This crisis requires a comprehen-
sive response. A study exploring
the beliefs of first-generation
Canadian Punjabi Sikh parents
regarding suicide revealed that
factors such as peer relation-
ships, parental pressure, hor-
monal fluctuations, and mental
health issues contribute to suici-
dal behaviors. The findings high-
light the need for better parental
involvement and more accessible
mental health services.
Finally, addressing the root caus-
es of suicides—financial pres-
sures, lack of job opportunities,
and mental health support—is
essential. Educational institu-
tions and workplaces must offer
proactive mental health services,
and the government must estab-
lish financial assistance programs
to alleviate economic stress.
The rising suicide rate in Canada
is a warning to both the Canadian
government and the Punjabi
community. Immediate action is
needed to save the lives of stu-
dents and others on the brink of
despair.

(The author is a veteran jour-
nalist and freelance writer based

in Canada; views are personal)

Every year, countless interna-
tional students arrive in
Canada on study visas, hope-
ful of building a better future.
However, many soon discover

that the reality here is far from what they
had envisioned. Tragically, this has led
some to take their own lives.  
At the same time, thousands of interna-
tional students and workers in Canada,
especially from India, are growing frus-
trated with recent changes to federal
immigration policies. Many live under
the constant threat of deportation.
Protests and demonstrations, led by stu-
dents carrying placards with their
demands, have been organised in cities
like Brampton and Vancouver to voice
their grievances against the Canadian
government.
While various communities have
attempted to address this crisis by call-
ing for proactive measures, the growing
number of suicides is alarming. The
grief, pain, and despair experienced by
these individuals have not been ade-
quately acknowledged, with many opt-
ing for suicide—a deeply troubling and
heartbreaking trend.
In recent years, suicide rates have surged
across Canada, cutting across age, gen-
der, and social classes. What was once
a taboo subject has now become a
national crisis, exposing significant sys-
temic failures. Despite efforts to build a
stronger mental health infrastructure,
the rising suicide rates highlight the need
for urgent action.
To the people of Punjab, I must deliver
a hard truth: Canada is not the land of
opportunity it once was. Many are
struggling with serious challenges. For
now, it might be wise to reconsider your
dreams of settling here.
According to Statistics Canada, the
country experiences around 4,500 sui-
cides annually. While we have data dif-

POOJA KAPOOR

As Sri Lanka embarks on this new chapter, the implications for its ties with India and the broader geopolitical landscape remain critical
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Iran’s new president accused
Israel on Monday of seeking

a wider war in the Middle East
and laying “traps” to lead his
country into a broader conflict.
Masoud Pezeshkian told about
two dozen media representa-
tives that Iran doesn’t want to
see the current war in Gaza and
airstrikes across the Israeli-
Lebanon border expanded.
“We don’t want to fight,” he
said. “It’s Israel that wants to
drag everyone into war and
destabilize the region. … They
are dragging us to a point
where we do not wish to go.”
Pezeshkian, a heart surgeon
and reformer, defeated a hard-
liner in Iran’s July presidential
runoff, after the death of the
former president in a heli-
copter crash. He is making his
debut on the international stage
at this week’s annual gathering
of world leaders at the UN
General Assembly, just as Israel
steps up attacks on Iranian-
backed Hezbollah militants in
Lebanon.
The Iranian leader, who will

turn 70 on Sunday, said that
while Israel insists it doesn’t
want a wider war, its actions
show otherwise. Pezeshkian
pointed to the deadly explo-
sions of pagers, walkie-talkies

and other electronic devices in
Lebanon last week, which he
blamed on Israel, and the assas-
sination of Hamas’ political
leader Ismail Haniyeh in
Tehran on July 31, hours after
Pezeshkian’s inauguration.
Pezeshkian said the Iranian
drone and missile attacks on
Israel in April, in response to
attack on an Iranian consular
building in Syria’s capital that
Tehran blamed on Israel,
proved its defensive capabili-
ties. He said Iran is not seeking
to destabilize the Middle East.
“We are willing to put all our
weapons aside so long as Israel
is willing to do the same,” he
said.
Two weeks ago, the United
States and Britain formally
accused Iran of supplying
short-range ballistic missiles to
Russia to use against Ukraine
and announced new sanctions
on Moscow and Tehran before
a joint visit to Kyiv by their top
diplomats. Pezeshkian insisted
that Iran has not and will not
supply Russia with ballistic
missiles to attack Ukraine. “We
have never approved of Russia’s
aggression against Ukrainian
territory,” he said, adding that
the two countries should estab-
lish a dialogue.The president
was asked about Iran’s nuclear
programme following the

Trump administration’s with-
drawal from its 2015 nuclear
deal with the US, Russia,
China, Britain, France and
Germany. It has seen Tehran
expand its uranium enrich-
ment from 3.67 per cent puri-
ty under the deal to 60 per cent
purity, making many coun-
tries in the West nervous that
it is seeking to make a nuclear
weapon. Would Iran go back to
low-enriched uranium and give
up its stockpile of high
enriched uranium if the nuclear
deal is restored? Pezeshkian
said weapons of mass destruc-
tion have no place in Iran and
its military structures. “We are
still ready to live up to the same
framework” that was agreed on
in 2015, he said, but the
Europeans tried to get Iran to
sign a different accord. He
said Iran is willing to sit down
with Europeans and Americans
to negotiate. Pezeshkian was
asked if Iran had advance
knowledge of the Oct. 7 Hamas
attacks on Israel that killed
about 1,200 people, most of
them civilians. “The Americans
know, and Israel is very well
aware that Iran was not aware,”
he replied. Israel says it only
targets militants and accuses
Hamas and other armed
groups of endangering civilians
by operating in residential

areas. Pezeshkian also accused
Israel of committing “genocide”
in Gaza by attacking schools,
hospitals and homes. He
defended Iran’s support for the
Palestinians and Lebanon’s
Hezbollah militants, saying his
country “will not stand by to
oppression and injustice.”
Israel’s nearly year-long retali-
ation has killed more than
41,000 Palestinians, according
to Gaza’s Health Ministry
which doesn’t differentiate
between civilians and com-
batants.
Pezeshkian responded to
America’s top intelligence offi-
cial Avril Haines, who said in
July that the Iranian govern-
ment is covertly encouraging
American protests over the
war in Gaza in a bid to stoke
outrage ahead of the November
presidential election. “Please
don’t believe these things –
they’re childish,” he said.When
a reporter asked if Iran would
free Narges Mohammadi,
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
in 2023 for her activism includ-
ing for women’s rights,
Pezeshkian said there are four
women ministers in his admin-
istration. And if the Western
media is so concerned about
human rights, he asked, “Why
are you not screaming about
what is going on in Gaza?” 
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Vice President Kamala Harris
is viewed more favourably by
Asian American, Native
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander
registered voters than former
President Donald Trump,
according to a new poll. AAPI
voters are also more likely to
believe that she is the candidate
who better represents their
background and policy views.
The new survey from AAPI
Data and APIAVote finds that
around 6 in 10 AAPI voters
have a very or somewhat
favourable opinion of Harris,
while about one-third have a
somewhat or very unfavourable
view. In comparison, 3 in 10
AAPI voters have a positive
view of Trump and around
two-thirds view him negative-
ly. That’s an increase in favoura-
bility for Harris since October
2023, when an AP-
NORC/AAPI Data poll found
that about half of AAPI adults
had a somewhat or very
favourable view of her.
Opinions of Trump among
this group have remained sta-
ble. Harris is both Black and
South Asian American, and has
worked to rally AAPI voters in
swing states like Georgia where
their numbers are growing.
But while the poll indicates that
AAPI voters are much more
likely to see their own cultur-
al identity reflected in her than

in Trump — about half of
AAPI voters say Harris better
represents their background
and culture, while only about
1 in 10 say this about Trump —
it’s not clear how much this is
influencing their perspectives
on the candidates. Only about
3 in 10 AAPI voters say that
Harris’ Asian Indian identity is
extremely or very important to
them, although some AAPI
Americans may be more con-
nected to her background than
others. About 7 in 10 Asian
Indian adults see Harris as the
candidate who better represents
their background and culture,
which is higher than AAPI
adults overall. Ping Hackl, a 27-
year-old Chinese American
independent in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, is planning to vote
for Harris, but not because of
the Democratic candidate’s race
or gender. “I don’t really care.
She can be anybody,” said
Hackl. Hackl says she worries

about the preservation of
democracy and divisiveness
that could lead to political vio-
lence. Thus, she feels Trump “is
very dangerous to the country”.
In fact, the poll indicates that
Harris’ gender may be more
salient to AAPI voters than her
racial background. While the
Harris campaign has avoided
emphasizing that she could be
the first female president, about
half of AAPI women voters say
her identity as a woman is
extremely or very important to
them.  AAPI women are also
more likely than AAPI men to
say their own background as
Asian or Asian American is at
least “very” important to how
they think of themselves, and
they’re also more likely to say
this about their identity as a
person of colour. And younger
AAPI voters, between the ages
of 18 and 34, are especially like-
ly to care about Harris’ identi-
ty as a woman. 
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Muwasi (AP): As the escalat-
ing conflict between Israel and
Hezbollah grabs global atten-
tion, Palestinians in Gaza won-
der: What will become of their
plight after nearly a year of
devastating war?
They are petrified that inter-

national concern has been
diverted, and that a dark pos-
sibility looms: abandonment.
The families of Israeli hostages
held in Gaza have the same
worry. Nezar Zaqout, one of
some 1.9 million Palestinians
forced to flee their homes
since the Israel-Hamas war
broke out, said he fears the
fighting across the Israel-
Lebanon border will overtake
interest in the abysmal living
conditions in Gaza and efforts
to negotiate a cease-fire.“We
have become completely for-
gotten,” said Zaqout, who is liv-
ing in Khan Younis after flee-
ing from Gaza City months
ago. “There is no news about
us in the media.”
Palestinians fret the miserable
conditions in Gaza will become

permanent. Ninety per cent of
the population is homeless,
with hundreds of thousands in
unsanitary tent camps strug-
gling to find food and clean
water.“A year on, and no one

cares about us. Every day there
is bombing, every day there are
martyrs, and every day there
are injuries,” said Saadi Abu
Mustafa, who fled Khan Younis
to Muwasi, a sprawling tent

camp along Gaza’s southern
coast. Since Hamas launched
the war on October 7, Israel’s
retaliatory invasion of Gaza has
killed more than 41,000
Palestinians and wounded
more than 95,000, according to
Gaza’s Health Ministry, which
does not differentiate between
civilians and militants, but
says over half of the dead were
women and children. Months
of intense air and around
assaults have razed entire hous-
ing blocks to the ground;
researchers who study satellite
imagery estimate nearly 60
per cent of buildings in the
Gaza Strip have likely been
damaged since the start of the
war. Israel vowed to destroy
Hamas after October 7, when
its militants killed some 1,200
people and abducted 250 oth-
ers. While it has been badly
hobbled, the militant group
backed by Iran remains in
power.
Israel’s government says about
70 of the 100 hostages are still
presumed alive. 
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British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer will try to shake off

his image as a gloom-monger
on Tuesday, telling voters
exhausted with politics that
better times are on the way —
if they swallow his recipe of
short-term pain for long-term
gain. Starmer will cap Labour’s
first annual conference since
winning a landslide election vic-
tory with a speech assuring
members and supporters that
there is “light at the end of the
tunnel.”
Some members of the centre-

left party say Starmer has made
that dark tunnel longer by
delivering downbeat messages
about the economy since
becoming the first Labour
prime minister for 14 years in
July. That and a distracting row
about freebies have overshad-
owed what should be a celebra-
tory gathering for thousands of
party members in the north-
west England port city of
Liverpool. “I know this coun-
try is exhausted by and with
politics,” Starmer plans to say,
according to advance extracts
released by the party.
“I know that the cost-of-living

crisis drew a veil over the joy
and wonder in our lives and that
people want respite and relief.”
He’ll say the government will
deliver positive change, but
won’t offer “false hope.”
“Just because we all want low
taxes and good public services,
does not mean that the iron law
of properly funding policies
can be ignored,” Starmer plans
to say. 
He’ll pledge to take “tough” deci-
sions – code for spending
restraint and likely tax increas-
es – to achieve economic growth
to fund schools, hospitals, road,
railways and more.
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Tehran (AP): Iran said Tuesday it believes
the remaining workers trapped by an
explosion at a coal mine in the country’s
east have died, bringing the death toll in
one of its worst industrial disasters to at

least 49. A provincial emergency official,
Mohammad Ali Akhoundi, gave the
death toll in a report carried by Iranian
state television from the mine in
Tabas.Figures for the numbers of miners

inside the mine at the time have fluctu-
ated since a methane gas leak Saturday
sparked an explosion at the coal mine in
Tabas, about 540 kilometers (335 miles)
southeast of the capital, Tehran.
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UN Secretar y-General
António Guterres warned

world leaders Tuesday that
impunity, inequality and
uncertainty are creating an
“unsustainable world” where
a growing number of coun-
tries believe they should have
a “get out of jail free” card.
“We can’t go on like this,” he
said as the General Assembly’s
annual debate among presi-
dents, prime ministers, mon-
archs and other leaders
began.Citing deepening
geopolitical divisions, wars
with no end in sight, climate
change and nuclear and

emerging weapons, he said
humanity is “edging towards
the unimaginable – a powder
keg that risks engulfing the
world.”But, he said, “the chal-
lenges we face are solvable” if
the international community
confronts the uncertainty of
unmanaged risks, the inequal-
ity that underlies injustices
and grievances and the
impunity that undermines
international law and the UN’s
founding principles.“Today, a
growing number of govern-
ments and others feel entitled
to a “get out of jail free’ card,”
he said in a reference to the
classic board game
Monopoly.The world leaders’

meeting opened under the
shadow of increasing global
divisions, major wars in Gaza,
Ukraine and, Sudan and the
threat of an even larger con-
flict in the wider Middle
East.Guterres previewed his
opening speech at Sunday’s
“Summit of the Future,” where
he pointed to conflicts from
the Middle East to Ukraine
and Sudan and to the global
security system, which he said
is “threatened by geopolitical
divides, nuclear posturing,
and the development of new
weapons and theaters of
war.”He also cited huge
inequalities, the lack of an
effective global system to

respond to emerging and even
existential threats, and the
devastating impact of climate
change.One notable moment
at Tuesday’s opening assembly
meeting: US President Joe
Biden’s likely final major
appearance on the world
stage, a platform upon which
he has treaded for decades.US
Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield told reporters last
week that the US focus in the
assembly will be on ending
“the scourge of war,” lament-
ing that roughly 2 billion peo-
ple live in conflict-affected
areas. “The most vulnerable
around the world are counting
on us to make progress, to

make change, to bring about
a sense of hope for them,” she
said. Among other speakers
on opening day are Brazil’s
President Luiz Inácio Lula da
Silva, Turkey’s President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, King
Abdullah II of Jordan, and
Iran’s new President Masoud
Pezeshkian.The Iranian leader
accused Israel on Monday of
seeking a wider war in the
Middle East and laying “traps”
to lead his country into a
broader conflict. He pointed
to the deadly explosions of
pagers, walkie-talkies and
other electronic devices in
Lebanon last week, which he
blamed on Israel, and the

assassination of Hamas’ polit-
ical leader Ismail Haniyeh in
Tehran on July 31, hours after
Pezeshkian’s inauguration
“We don’t want to fight,” the
Iranian president said. “It’s
Israel that wants to drag
everyone into war and desta-
bilize the region. … They are
dragging us to a point where
we do not wish to go.” Iran
supports both Hamas in Gaza
and Lebanon’s Hezbollah mil-
itants.  International Rescue
Committee President David
Miliband recalled that at the
San Francisco conference in
1945 where the U.N. was
established, then-U.S.
President Harry Truman

pleaded with delegates to
reject the premise that “might
makes right” and reverse it to
“right makes might,” which
was enshrined in the U.N.
Charter.
“Almost 80 years later, we
have seen the terrible conse-
quences of the failure to flip
this equation,” Miliband said.
“In contexts like Gaza, Sudan
and Ukraine, might is making
right.”Facing mounting glob-
al  humanitarian needs,
unchecked conflict, unmiti-
gated climate change and
growing extreme poverty,
Miliband challenged world
leaders asking: “How will you
strengthen, not weaken, the

principles of the U.N. Charter
for the next 80 years?”The
assembly’s annual meeting,
which ends on Sept. 30, fol-
lowed the two-day Summit of
the Future, which adopted a
blueprint aimed at bringing
the world’s increasing divided
nations together to tackle the
challenges of the 21st centu-
ry from conflicts and climate
change to artificial intelli-
gence and women’s rights.
The 42-page “Pact for the
Future” challenges leaders of
the 193 U.N. member nations
to turn promises into real
actions that make a difference
to the lives of the world’s
more than 8 billion people.
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Islamabad (PTI) A Pakistani
high court on Tuesday disposed
of a petition regarding holding
a military trial of former prime
minister Imran Khan after it was
informed that no decision had
been taken by the federal govern-
ment.  Khan’s supporters alleged-
ly attacked defence installations
and vandalised state properties
on May 9, 2023, to protest the
arrest of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder in a case of
alleged corruption. More than
100 people among those arrest-
ed were handed over to the mil-
itary authorities for their trial
under the army regulations.
Several government officials
have indicated that Khan could
also be tried by a military court.
The 71-year-old former crick-
eter-turned-politician had peti-
tioned the Islamabad High Court
against his trial being handed
over to the military authorities.
Justice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb presided over the
hearing while Additional
Attorney General Munawar
Iqbal Duggal represented the
government in court, who dur-
ing the proceedings explained

that the federal government has
not decided whether Khan will
face a military trial. He stated that
if such a trial is pursued, it will
be conducted in accordance
with Rule 549, following the nec-
essary legal procedure. He fur-
ther informed the court that in
the event of a military trial, the
process would start with a
request to a civil magistrate.
Following the government’s
response, the Islamabad High
Court closed the petition regard-
ing the PTI leader’s military
trial.
After the threat of a military trial
by the government, Khan on
Tuesday approached the
Islamabad High Court to prevent
his possible transfer to military.
Earlier, Khan had filed a petition
on September 3 to ensure that he
is kept under civilian jurisdiction.
He made Secretary of Law,
Secretary of Interior, Inspector
Generals of Islamabad and
Punjab, the Director General of
the Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA), and the Inspector General
of Prisons as respondents in the
plea. The former premier
requested in the plea that the

court issue an order to the
authorities, restraining them
from handing him over to mil-
itary custody and to ensure his
trial remains within the civilian
judicial system. The former pre-
mier faced at least a dozen of
such cases and his plea came on
the heels of a warning by Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif on
Sunday that a military trial of
Khan was possible in cases
linked to the May 9 violence. The
civilian authorities already hand-
ed over 103 people to the mili-
tary authorities who were arrest-
ed due to their alleged involve-
ment in the riots that broke out
in the country after Khan was
arrested. In October last year, the
Supreme Court struck down
Section 2 (1) (D) of the Army
Act, which allowed for the trial
of civilians, and ordered that all
cases be tried before ordinary
criminal courts.  In December,
a six-judge bench of the Supreme
Court suspended the order, but
also said that the military courts
do not hear any case until the
petitions against the civilian
cases are decided in the military
courts. 
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Geneva (AP): Police in north-
ern Switzerland said Tuesday
that several people have been
detained and a criminal case
opened in connection with the
suspected death of a person in
a new “suicide capsule.” The
“Sarco” suicide capsule, which
has never been used before, is
designed to allow a person
inside to push a button that
injects nitrogen gas into the
sealed chamber. The person is
then supposed to fall asleep and
die by suffocation in a few min-
utes.Prosecutors in
Schaffhausen canton were
informed by a law firm that an
assisted suicide involving use of
the Sarco capsule had taken
place Monday near a forest
cabin in Merishausen, police
said in a statement.It said “sev-
eral people” were taken into
custody and prosecutors

opened an investigation on
suspicion of incitement and
accessory to suicide.Dutch
newspaper Volkskrant report-
ed Tuesday that police had
detained one of its photogra-
phers who wanted to take pic-
tures of the use of the Sarco. It
said Schaffhausen police indi-
cated the photographer was
being held at a police station
but declined to give a further
explanation. The newspaper
declined to comment further
when contacted by the AP.Exit
International, an assisted sui-
cide group based in the
Netherlands, has said it is
behind the 3D-printed device
that cost over USD 1 million to
develop.Swiss law allows assist-
ed suicide so long as the per-
son takes his or her life with no
“external assistance” and those
who help the person die do not

do so for “any self-serving
motive,” according to a govern-
ment website.Dr Philip
Nitschke, an Australian-born
trained doctor behind Exit
International, has told the AP
that his organisation has
received advice from lawyers in
Switzerland that use of the
Sarco would be legal in the
country.
In July, Swiss newspaper Blick
reported that Peter Sticher, a
state prosecutor in
Schaffhausen, wrote to Exit
International’s lawyers saying
any operator of the suicide cap-
sule could face criminal pro-
ceedings if it was used there —
and any conviction could bring
up to five years in
prison.Prosecutors in other
Swiss regions have also indicat-
ed that use of the suicide cap-
sule could lead to prosecution.

Islamabad (PTI): Saudi Arabia
has raised concerns about the
growing number of Pakistani
beggars arriving in the Kingdom
under the guise of religious pil-
grimage and asked Islamabad to
take action to prevent them
from entering the Gulf country,
a media report said on Tuesday.
Citing sources from Pakistan’s
Ministry of Religious Affairs, a
newspaper reported that the
Saudi authorities have also
warned that if the situation is not
controlled, it could negatively
affect Pakistani Umrah and Hajj
pilgrims.“The Saudi Ministry of
Hajj has issued a warning to
Pakistan’s Ministry of Religious
Affairs, urging action to prevent
Pakistani beggars from entering
the kingdom under Umrah
visas,” the paper said.
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Indian conglomerate,
Mahindra and Mahindra

(M&M) is in advanced
negotiations with Skoda
Auto Volkswagen India
Private Limited (SAVWIPL)
according to a report in
Autocar Professional.
According to the report, it is
believed that M&M is to
acquire a 50 percent stake in
SAVWIPL for a
consideration of US$ 1
billion (Rs 8350 crore). 
SAVWIPL which is the
Indian arm of the German
automotive giant Volkswagen
group has been searching for
partners in India for over one
year now, as the German
carmaker faces severe
turmoil in their home
market, Germany with talk of
plant closures and is also
suffering in their largest
market, China thanks to the

rise of local Chinese
carmakers such as BYD. 
The report also mentions
that the transaction will
include only the Skoda Auto
and Volkswagen brands and
not the other luxury brands
such as Audi, Lamborghini,
and Porsche in SAVWIPL’s
portfolio. 
According to sales data
released by the Society of
Indian Automobile

Manufacturers (SIAM),
combined sales for Skoda
Auto and Volkswagen India
in the domestic market from
April to August 2024
accounted for less than two
percent of the overall car
market. 
However, both brands export
vehicles manufactured at the
SAVWIPL manufacturing
facility in Chakan. 
In fact, Skoda Auto is on the

verge of launching their new
‘Made for India’ compact
SUV, the Skoda Kylaq by
November 2024 according to
some news reports.
In February 2024, Mahindra
announced that they would
be using Volkswagen Group’s
‘MEB’ platform for electric
vehicles for their next-
generation electric vehicles
and would be using
Volkswagen Group-
developed ‘Unified Cell’
technology.  This would form
the basis of new electric
vehicles developed on
Mahindra’s INGLO platform
which are going to be
launched from 2025
onwards. In a statement
issued to the stock exchanges
last evening, M&M said that
both companies continued to
explore “multiple
opportunities to expand the
collaboration potential.” 
When questioned about the

news item, a SAVWIPL
spokesperson said, “ Škoda
Auto is leading the India
operations on behalf of the
Volkswagen Group and its
brands.  To fully explore the
country’s growth potential,
we are always considering
new business opportunities
and are evaluating various
options to ensure the best
possible solution to
implement our strategy in
the highly dynamic Indian
market.  Earlier this year,
Volkswagen Group and
Mahindra signed a supply
agreement on components of
Volkswagen’s MEB for
Mahindra’s purpose-built
electric platform, taking a
step further on a joint vision
for e-mobility collaboration.
Volkswagen Group and
Mahindra continue to
explore multiple
opportunities to expand the
collaboration potential.”

Mahindra in talks to acquire 50
per cent in Skoda-Volkswagen India
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S&P Global Ratings on
Tuesday retained India’s

growth forecast at 6.8 per cent
for the current fiscal and said
it expects the RBI to start
cutting interest rates in its
October monetary policy
review.
In the economic outlook of
Asia Pacific, S&P Global
Ratings also retained its GDP
growth forecast for the 2025-
26 fiscal at 6.9 per cent and
said solid growth in India will
allow the Reserve Bank to
focus on bringing inflation in
line with its target.
“In India, GDP growth
moderated in the June quarter
as high interest rates temper
urban demand, in line with
our projection of 6.8 per cent
GDP for the full fiscal year

2024-2025,” S&P said.
The Indian economy grew 8.2
per cent in the last fiscal.
S&P said the Union Budget in
July outlined that the
government remains
committed to fiscal
consolidation and to keeping
the focus of public
expenditure on
infrastructure. The Budget
has earmarked a capital
expenditure of Rs 11.11 lakh
crore in the current fiscal
ending March 2025.
S&P said the RBI (Reserve
Bank of India) considers food
inflation a hurdle for rate
cuts. It reckons that unless
there is a lasting and
meaningful decline in the rate
at which food prices are
increasing it will be tough to
maintain headline inflation at
4 per cent. 
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Union Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush

Goyal on Tuesday asked the
real estate industry to
provide guaranteed ESIC and
provident fund registrations
for 7 crore people working in
this sector, besides adopting
new form of construction
process for fast project
execution with less pollution.
Addressing an event
organised by realtors’ apex
body CREDAI here, he also
asked India Inc, including
realty firms, to set up
manufacturing facilities for
construction equipment to
make India self-reliant.
“I urge you to kindly think
about this in very serious
terms.. Can we ensure a
guaranteed ESIC and

provident fund registration
of all these 70 million
workmen and women
(working in this sector),”
Goyal told real estate players.
He asked the CREDAI to
come out with a resolution
on November 25, when the
association will celebrate its
25 years, after extensive
stakeholder discussions with
its 14,000 members.
Goyal said there are many
positive impacts if industry
ensures guaranteed ESIC and
PF registrations.
Elaborating on possible
benefits, he said, “it will give
credit and credibility to your
industry. People will start
appreciating that you are
providing jobs to 70 million,
and that number will grow in
the years to come.”
Industry will truly get credit

for the good work it is doing,
he said.
“Very often that credit is
found wanting because many
policy makers, possibly
bankers and possibly
regulators, still look upon the
industry with the prism of
the past, and I think it’s time
we change that.”
“With 70 million people
registered under ESIC and
PF, you will truly be able to
showcase your contribution
to the national economy and
to the well being of India,”
Goyal said.
The Union Minister further
said the guaranteed ESIC and
PF registrations would
ensure 100 per cent health
coverage and pension for
their social security post
retirement.
Goyal said this step would

also boost productivity and
efficiency of people working
in this sector, leading to
improvement in quality.
He also asked Quality

Council of India (QCI)
Chairperson Jaxay Shah, who
was present at the event, to
work with the Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS) to

come up with new standards
for the construction sector.
Goyal also stressed on the
need to inculcate “quality of
culture” in the industry and
said this will not cost much.
On CREDAI President
Boman Irani’s demand to
reduce import duties on
construction equipment, the
minister suggested that the
industry should rather focus
on manufacturing those
items in India only and make
the country self-reliant.
He said there would be huge
demand for construction
equipment because of high
growth potential in the real
estate sector.
“Why should all of these
(construction equipment)
not be made in India? And I
am not saying assembly,
Made in India. And I would

urge you to come up with a
list of products and potential
market size. I will become
your ambassador and talk to
industry leaders in CII and
FICCI, to all of them, to start
promoting the manufacture
of these products in India,”
Goyal said.
He said there is no harm in
taking collaborations and
technologies from abroad.
“But instead of the duties, I
think let’s focus on making
high quality equipment in
India,” he said.
The minister, however, said
the government could
consider a proposal of
reducing import duties for 3-
4 years of the transition
period with a clear roadmap
that by then the Indian
companies would set up
manufacturing facilities of

construction equipment. 
Goyal also expressed concern
over pollution levels in big
cities with construction
activities being one of the
major factors.
He asked realtors to adopt
new forms of construction
technologies that are
environment-friendly.
“If we were to move to steel
structures and use precast
equipment, just like we see in
Europe, America, Dubai,
Singapore and possibly even
in Australia, the cost of
construction may not go up
very significantly, but the
speed of construction will
certainly go up.”
Goyal said the industry
players will be able to
complete real estate projects
much faster and also reduce
their interest cost.
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Underscoring the
importance of timelines in

auditing public finance,
President Droupadi Murmu
on Tuesday said if a wrong is
pointed out well within time, it
can be corrected and help save
huge amount of public money.
She emphasised the need for
audit bodies keeping pace with
technological evolution in
order to be able to perform its
oversight functions effectively
as more and more public
services are being delivered
using technology.
“What is equally important for
effective auditing of public
finances is timeliness. 
If a wrong is pointed out well
within time, it can be
corrected,” she said while
addressing the 16th Assembly
of Asian Organization of
Supreme Audit Institutions
(ASOSAI) here.
This implies that an auditor is
entrusted with the task of not
only pointing out faults but
also suggesting a way out to
improve the quality of
governance, she said.

The mandate of public sector
audits has expanded beyond
traditional auditing to include
assessing the effectiveness of
public welfare schemes and
projects, ensuring that they
serve all citizens equitably, she
said.
In an increasingly technology-
driven world, more and more
public services are being
delivered using technology,
she said, adding, audit,
therefore, needs to keep up
with technological evolution
in order to be able to perform
its oversight functions
effectively. “With Asia
emerging as the continent that
is setting the global economic
agenda, all of you carry the
onerous task of improving the
lives of more than half of
humanity,” she said.

Observing that the profession
of audit and accounting is as
old as civilisation itself, she
said “we have scriptures which
talk about how fiscal prudence
and financial probity are
critical elements of statecraft.”
Similar references can also be
found in the civilisational
journey of Egypt, Greece and
Rome.
The CAG of India plays a key
role in ensuring transparency
and accountability in the
country’s public finance, she
said. It was not without reason
that the Indian Constitution
vested the office of CAG with a
wide mandate and complete
autonomy, she said.
While explaining the role of
CAG in the Constituent
Assembly, she said Babasaheb
Ambedkar, the architect of our
Constitution, had aptly
described the CAG as “the
most important officer in the
Constitution of India’.
Appreciating the work of the
office of CAG, the President
said, it follows a strict code of
ethical and moral conduct that
ensures the highest order of
probity in its functioning.
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Slower deposit growth
pushing banks to raise

funds from bonds: Icra report
The slower deposit growth will
push banks to mop-up up to
Rs 1.3 lakh crore from bond
issuances in FY25, a report
said on Tuesday.
The bond issuances, coming
amidst a continuing wedge
between deposit and credit
growth, will come between Rs
1.2-1.3 lakh crore and will be
the highest ever for the system,
the report said.
Nearly 85 per cent of the bond
issuances will be by public
sector banks, the report by
domestic rating agency Icra
said, adding that the higher
appetite for infra bonds
among such lenders will drive
the market.  “Tight liquidity
conditions and credit growth
continuously surpassing
deposit growth has
necessitated fundraising by
banks from alternate sources,”
the agency said.
Banks had raised Rs 1 lakh
crore from the bond issuances

avenue in FY24, while the
previous all-time high was
reached in FY23 at Rs 1.1 lakh
crore.
With the mid-fiscal year mark
approaching, the report said
banks have already raised Rs
76,700 crore from bonds till
now, which is an over 225 per
cent growth over the resources
mobilised during the same
period in FY24. As private
banks are focusing on
reducing their credit-to-
deposit ratio, fundraising
through bonds is largely being
dominated by public banks
this year, the agency said.
Its head for financial sector
ratings Sachin Sachdeva said
raising money from bonds will
optically worsen the CD ratio
for private sector banks, while

the public sector banks will
continue to pursue growth
through infrastructure bonds,
given the ample headroom
available. It said banks’
advances to the infrastructure
sector are estimated at Rs 13-
14 lakh crore as on June 30,
2024, of which the PSBs have a
lion’s share of around 75 per
cent. Infra-bond issuances
have seen higher volumes due
to the government of India’s
focus on infrastructure
spending, availability of a
sizable infrastructure loan
book that is eligible to be
funded through this
instrument and strong
demand from insurance
companies and provident
funds for long-term issuances,
it said.
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SBI Chairman C S Setty has
said the bank has already

got Rs 4 lakh crore strong
credit pipeline from India Inc
and expressed hope that
capital expenditure by the
private sector is expected to
pick up in the second half of
the fiscal year.
“We see a good amount of
interest in private capital
expenditure. 
The infrastructure financing,
of course, is mainly coming
from the roads, renewable
energy, and some of the
refineries,” he told PTI in an
interview.
As far as public spending is
concerned, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman in the
Budget proposed to raise the
capital expenditure target by
11.1 per cent to record Rs
11.11 lakh crore for 2024-25.
This is 3.4 per cent of the

country’s GDP.
Setty said some of the
corporates had undertaken
brownfield expansion for
which the capital expenditure
was funded by their own cash
accruals and cash balances
that they had.
However, he said, “We now
see some of the corporates
drawing the term loans for
brownfield expansion too.”
“We have a pipeline, both in
terms of sanctioned but not
disbursed and a pipeline of
proposals which are under
process. This amounts to

almost Rs 4 lakh crore,
indicating that the corporate
pipeline is strong,” he said.
Stressing that the private
capital expenditure definitely
will pick up during the year,
he said, there is renewed
government expenditure after
the first quarter slowdown
due to general elections.
“We see in the second quarter,
as well as in the second half of
the current financial year,
both capital expenditure will
be spurred by the government
expenditure as well as private
expenditure,” he said. 
On monetisation of SBI’s stake
in some of its subsidiaries,
Setty said, there was no
thinking in terms of
divestment of stake of any of
the subsidiaries presently.
“If these subsidiaries require
(growth) capital, we will
definitely examine,” he said. 
At this point in time, he said
none of the large subsidiaries

require capital from the parent
to scale up their operations.
The bank in the 2023-24 fiscal
year infused an additional
capital of Rs 489.67 crore in
SBI General Insurance
Company Ltd.
The company has also allotted
ESOP to employees and
consequently, the bank’s stake
has decreased marginally
from 69.95 per cent to 69.11
per cent.
Setty also said the Reserve
Bank of India is unlikely to
ease the benchmark policy
rate during 2024 given the
uncertainty over food
inflation.
The US Federal Reserve’s first
cut in interest rate in more
than four years of 50 basis
points took place last week,
triggering central banks in
other economies to follow
suit. The decision lowers the
federal funds rate to a range of
4.75-5 per cent.
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Apex exporters body FIEO
on Tuesday urged the

government to extend the
interest subvention scheme
for five years to help increase
credit flow in the sector in
order to boost the country’s
shipments, which registered a
steepest decline in 13-month
falling 9.3 per cent in August
to USD 34.71 billion.
Earlier this month, the
government extended the
i n t e r e s t
equa l i sat ion/subvent ion
scheme, which provides
interest benefits, on pre- and
post-shipment rupee export
credit for one more month till
September 30.
“The scheme will end on
September 30. We have
requested for it to be extended
for five years. If there is no
interest equalization scheme,
then we will lose some
markets and some orders,”
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO)
Director General Ajay Sahai
told reporters here.
The scheme helps exporters

from identified sectors and all
MSME (micro, small and
medium enterprise)
manufacturer exporters to
avail of rupee export credit at
competitive rates at a time
when the global economy is
facing headwinds. Exporters
get subsidies under the
Interest Equalisation Scheme
for pre- and post-shipment
rupee export credit.
The scheme was started on
April 1, 2015, and was initially
valid for five years up to
March 31, 2020. It has been
continued thereafter,
including a one-year

extension during COVID-19,
and with further extensions
and fund allocations.
The scheme is fund-limited,
and benefits to individual
exporters are capped at Rs 10
crore per annum per IEC
(Import Export Code).
FIEO President Ashwani
Kumar said that over 50 per
cent of the production in
India is done by MSMEs,
which are facing financing
problems.
The organisation has earlier
stated that the declining bank
credit to exporters will hurt
the sector.
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To ease onboarding for FPIs and reduce duplication of
information, Sebi on Tuesday proposed an abridged version

of Common Application Form (CAF) that only requires
information unique to the applicant.
Further, the rest of the information will be auto-filled from the
depository’s records or certain fields will be disabled if not
needed. Also, the applicants will need to confirm that the
previously provided information remains unchanged, Sebi
proposed in its consultation paper.
The regulator observed that in case of certain categories of

Foreign Portfolio Investor (FPI) applicants like multiple funds
under an Investment Manager (IM), sub-funds of a master
fund, or schemes of insurance companies, much of their
relevant information is already captured in depositories’ CAF
module, which can be leveraged without seeking the same from
said applicants.
Further, there are certain fields which are exclusive to individual
FPI applicants and hence will not be applicable to the applicants
belonging to these categories, it added.  Accordingly, in order to
save significant time and efforts for such FPI applicants, in
terms of reviewing the application and signing the CAF, it has
been proposed to seek only such information that is unique to
such applicants.  In case of onboarding applicants belonging to
certain categories, Sebi has proposed an abridged version of
CAF having only those fields that are unique to such applicants
should be used. 
The remaining fields should either be auto-populated from the
information available in the depository system or should be
disabled, as applicable. “While leveraging on the available
information, an explicit consent to use the available information
and confirmation that all the details other than those mentioned
in the abridged version of CAF remain unchanged.
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The Indian men’s hockey team will
take on Germany in a two-match
bilateral contest at the Major

Dhyan Chand National Stadium here
on October 23 and 24, Hockey India
announced on Tuesday.
The last time India faced Germany was
in the semi-final of the Paris Olympics,
where the European giants emerged
victorious by 3-2 margin. India won the
bronze medal at this year’s Olympics
beating Spain in the third place play-
offs.
Hockey India President Dilip Tirkey
expressed his enthusiasm and stated:
“This bilateral series against Germany
will be a remarkable showcase of world-
class hockey. Both India and Germany
have a rich history in the sport, and this
series will give fans an opportunity to
witness an intense competition
between two of the most formidable
teams in the world.
“We are honoured to host this event,
which will not only promote the spirit
of hockey but also strengthen the bond
between the two nations,” the former
India captain further stated.
HI Secretary General Bhola Nath Singh
added: “The India-Germany hockey
rivalry has always been a thrilling
contest. Our players are eager to
compete against such a good side, and I

believe this series will offer both teams
a chance to fine-tune their skills and
strategies ahead of future international
tournaments.
“We are proud to be part of this Indo-
German collaboration, which brings
together not just business and
diplomacy but also the love of sport.”

German Hockey Federation president
Henning Fastrich said that the national
team is looking forward to this
challenge. “India has always been a
special place for hockey, and our team
is excited to play in front of passionate
Indian hockey fans. This series will be a
fantastic opportunity to strengthen the

sporting ties between Germany and
India while offering both teams a
competitive platform to prepare for
upcoming global events.
“We look forward to the challenge and
the experience of playing at the historic
Major Dhyan Chand National
Stadium,” he added.
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Defender Thomas Cherian
will lead India in their bid

to qualify for the AFC U-20
Asian Cup for the first time, as
they face Mongolia in their
Group G opener here on
Wednesday.
India reached Vientiane on
Monday evening, and after a
night’s rest, coach Ranjan
Chaudhuri convened the
squad to announce Cherian as
the captain.
The top teams from each
group, along with the five best
second-placed teams from 10
groups will qualify for the
tournament proper.
“We have a great responsibility
from our nation, and we’ve
prepared well for it. The
mindset of the boys is
extremely good, and we just
have to do our job with a
positive mindset,” said the
young Indian defender.
Coach Chaudhuri said they
have been preparing for three
months and it’s time for the
real action and start well.
“We’ve been preparing well for
the last three months, and the
boys are ready for the
challenge,” said Chaudhuri.
“Of course, our aim is to
qualify for the AFC U20 Asian
Cup for the first time, which

will set a great precedent for
our boys.
“Not only will it be a good
experience for them all, but it
will also put India on the
Asian stage at this age group
level,” he said.
“The first match of any
tournament is crucial, and we
must ensure that we get three
points from it. That would set
the tone for us,” said
Chaudhuri. “Mongolia are a
very good side, and we have to
be at our best, but we will try
to maintain our focus and
remain positive.”
For Mongolia, who arrived in
Laos a couple of days before
India, it is a matter of
acclimatising in time to play

on natural turf.
Mongolia head coach Anar
Batchuluun said, “We thought
the weather conditions would
be the biggest factor for us, but
we have been pleasantly
surprised by it. The only thing
we have to adjust to is the
natural turf on which we will
play, as all the turfs back home
are artificial.
“They (India) are a very strong
team, but we will try our best.
We have done our research on
all the teams, and we will play
accordingly,” he added.
India’s next challengers will be
Iran (September 27), and
hosts Laos (September 29) at
the Lao National Stadium
KM16.
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The Badminton Association
of India announced on

Tuesday a total reward of Rs 50
lakh for the para shuttlers who
secured medals at the Paris
Paralympics last month.
Indian para shuttlers won five
medals, including one gold,
two silver and as many bronze,
at the Paris Games.
Nitesh Kumar, who clinched
the coveted gold in the men’s
Singles SL3 category, will
receive a prize of Rs 15 lakh,
while silver medallists Suhas
Yathiraj (men’s singles SL4)
and Thulasimathi Murugesan
(women’s singles SU5) will
each be awarded Rs 10 lakh.
Bronze-medal winners
Manisha Ramadass (women’s
singles SU5) and Nithya Sre
Sivan (women’s single SH6
category) will each receive Rs
7.5 lakh.
Thulasimathi, Manisha and
Nithya made history by

becoming the first Indian
women shuttlers to secure
medals at the Paralympics.
“Indian para badminton
players have been performing
consistently on the world stage
and the cash rewards are just
one way for BAI to recognise
their efforts in helping the
country win medals at the
Paralympics,” BAI secretary-
general Sanjay Mishra said. 
“BAI is committed to
developing and promoting
para-badminton across the
country and helping these
players achieve much more
success and many more
initiatives to develop para-
badminton are being
undertaken,” he added.
Considering the tight
tournament schedule of the
players, BAI will also organise
a virtual interaction session
with these players to
congratulate them and to
understand their requirements
for continued development.
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Punjab FC will be looking to
extend their winning streak

to three matches while
Hyderabad FC aim to secure
their first points of the season
after a difficult start when the
two teams face-off in the
Indian Super League here on
Wednesday. Punjab FC head
into the round three, sitting
third in the table, level on
points with leaders Bengaluru
FC and second-placed
Jamshedpur FC, having won
both of their opening fixtures. 
A victory would mark their
longest-ever winning run in
ISL history. Despite their fine

form, the side has shown
defensive frailties, conceding
in their last six matches, an
area head coach Panagiotis
Dilmperis will be eager to
tighten.
Luka Majcen’s absence has
thrust new signing Mushaga
Bakenga into the spotlight.
Although yet to find the back
of the net, the Norwegian
forward is backed by
Dilmperis to hit his stride
soon.
“Bakenga is a quality player
who’s played at the highest
level. He needs time to adjust,
but I have full faith in him. He
will deliver soon,” said
Dilmperis ahead of the game.

Hyderabad FC, on the other
hand, have had a tough start to
the campaign, with a 0-3 loss
to Bengaluru FC in the last
round, leaving them without a
goal in their last two outings.
Historically, the ‘Nizams’ have
never gone three consecutive
ISL games without scoring,
and head coach Thangboi
Singto is determined to avoid
that record.
“We need to create more goal-
scoring opportunities and be
clinical. The effort from the
boys has been good, but we
must improve tactically,” said
Singto.
Punjab’s Nihal Sudheesh has
been a standout performer,

registering 12 long progressive
carries across two games, while
Tekcham Abhishek Singh
boasts an impressive 88%
tackle success rate this season.
For Hyderabad, Mohammed
Rafi has been solid defensively,
averaging 6.8 clearances per
game, and Abdul Rabeeh has
had the most touches in the
opposition box among his
teammates.
On head-to-head, Punjab FC
hold a slight edge in this
fixture, having never lost to
Hyderabad FC in ISL (W1,
D1), and will look to maintain
that record as they seek to
consolidate their position at
the top of the table.
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India’s Jeevan
Nedunchezhiyan and his

partner Vijay Sundar
Prashanth clinched their
maiden ATP title together,
winning the Hangzhou Open
men’s doubles event, while
Yuki Bhambri and his French
partner Albano Olivetti
finished runners-up at
Chengdu Open on Tuesday.
The unseeded Indian duo of
Jeevan and Vijay scripted a
remarkable comeback to
defeat the unseeded German
team of Constantin Frantzen
and Hendrik Jebens 4-6, 7-
6(5), 10-7 in a one hour and
49 minutes battle.
For the 35-year-old Jeevan
this was his second ATP Tour
title, having won the Chennai
Open with Rohan Bopanna
way back in 2017.
This was Vijay’s first ever ATP
Tour title.
After losing the first set 4-6,
the Indian pair showed
immense resilience, holding
their nerve to force a tie-break
in the second set, which they
clinched 7-6 (5).
The match then headed into a
deciding super tie-break,
where Jeevan and Vijay
displayed poise under
pressure, prevailing 10-7 to
seal the win.
The Indians managed two
aces against their opponents’
eight and saved two of three

break points they faced.
Jeevan and Vijay remained
rock solid in the second serve
points, winning 74 per cent of
them.
YUKI MISSES A THIRD:
Yuki and his French partner
Olivetti narrowly missed out
on a third title this year, losing
4-6, 6-4, 4-10 to the top-
seeded French pair Sadio
Doumbia and Fabien Reboul
in a tense final at the Chengdu
Open.
Both teams battle hard, with
Bhambri and Olivetti winning
the second set to push the
encounter to a tie-break
before falling short in the
final moments in a match
lasting more than one hour 30
minutes.
The Indo-French duo
showcased its serving power
with six aces, compared to
two from their opponents.
However, they also struggled
with six double faults that
proved costly.
For the French duo, this was
their first win over Yuki-
Olivetti, who had won in their
previous exchange in a round
of 16 clash at ATP Lyon Open.
Yuki-Olivetti, who defeated
the second seeded doubles
pair of Ivan Dodig and Rafael
Matos in the semifinal, have
won two ATP titles, -- Swiss
Open Gstaad in July; and
BMW Open, Munich in
April. Both were held on clay
courts.
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Indian Grandmaster D Gukesh on
Tuesday said he approached the

recently-concluded Chess Olympiad as an
individual event while expressing
satisfaction with his performance ahead of
the eagerly-awaited World Championship
in November.
The 18-year-old world championship
challenger was the key architect of India’s
historic victory, as the men’s team clinched
its first ever gold medal in the tournament.
“In the Olympiad, I took it as an individual
event. I just wanted to perform well in this
specific tournament. I am very happy with
my performance and the team’s
performance,” Gukesh, who arrived here
from Budapest on Tuesday morning, told
reporters at the airport.
Gukesh produced a sensational display on
the top board for India as he notched up

nine points out of his 10 games, conceding
just a couple of draws besides eight
victories, which fetched him an individual
gold as well.
“The result is proof that we were doing
many things right and we were in the right
spirit. I am really glad about whatever
happened in Budapest,” he added.
He will now focus on the all-important

World Championship clash against
defending champion Chinese
Grandmaster Ding Liren in November-
December.
The Indian had won the Candidates
tournament in April to become the
youngest challenger to the world title at
the age of 17. He turned 18 in May.
The two will clash in Singapore from
November 20 to December 15 for the
coveted title and a prize fund of USD 2.50
million.
“The form heading into the World
Championship, and for now I am quite
very happy. There are still a couple of
months left and I will work harder and be
fully ready,” he said.
Should the teenager succeed, he would
become the first Indian since the
legendary Viswanathan Anand to claim
the title. Anand won the world crown five
times in his glorious career.
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Arsenal manager Mikel
Arteta bristled at

suggestions his team used
“dark arts” in the feisty
English Premier League
match at Manchester City,
saying he preferred to look at
“facts” rather than opinions.
Arteta said there were “a few
players” who will be
unavailable for the League
Cup third-round match
against Bolton Wanderers on
Wednesday, one of whom
could have a serious injury.
He didn’t disclose any names.

This development came after
Arsenal players were accused
of play-acting and feigning
injuries by some of their Man
City counterparts during the
2-2 draw on Sunday at Etihad
Stadium. City captain Kyle
Waker even described
Arsenal’s perceived tactics as
“dark arts,” a phrase Arteta
used sarcastically in a news
conference on Tuesday ahead
of the game against Bolton.
“I always prefer the facts than
words, or supposing things,”
Arteta said. “Let’s see who is
available tomorrow. Then, we
can talk about ‘dark arts’ or

these things. This is the
reality.
“Unfortunately, there will be a
few players unavailable.
Tomorrow, you will find out.”
Pressed further about his
“dark arts” reference, Arteta
added: “If a player was
feigning, then that means he
will carry on and he will be
involved in the squad (against
Bolton).”
The incendiary nature of the
draw on Sunday showed that
a bitter rivalry might be
developing between the best
two teams in the Premier
League over the past two
years.
Arsenal appears closer than
ever to winning its first league
title since 2004, with Arteta -
in his fifth full season as its
manager - making the team
tougher to beat and more
streetwise.
“All the managers want a team
that is happy and able to
compete in any context that
has been thrown (at them),”
he said. “That is what we want
to achieve as a team.”
Arteta said it will be a “matter
of weeks” before captain
Martin Odegaard returns
from ankle ligament damage
sustained in the recent
international break while
playing for Norway.
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Manchester City midfielder Rodri has been
pictured arriving in Spain reportedly

ahead of tests on a right knee injury sustained
against Arsenal in the English Premier League
at the weekend.
City hasn’t publicly commented on the nature
of the problem, amid reports in the British
media that the Spain international has suffered
an ACL injury and is set for a long-term
absence from the team.
Sections of the Spanish media published
footage on social media of Rodri arriving in
Barcelona on Monday.
If Rodri is missing for a long period of time, it
seriously damages City’s chances of winning
the Premier League for a record-extending

fifth straight season. City leads the league by a
point after five games.
Rodri, who is among the favorites to win the
Ballon d’Or for 2024, is arguably City’s most
important player because of how he protects
the defense and conducts the team’s passing
game.
He limped off in the 20th minute of the 2-2
draw with Arsenal at Etihad Stadium on
Sunday after hurting his right knee when
jostling with Arsenal’s Thomas Partey in the
box at a corner.
Just last week, Rodri said top players could
soon go on strike because of the number of
games they are being asked to play as new
competitions are introduced to an already-
packed soccer calendar and matches are added
to existing tournaments.

INDIA TO HOST GERMANY FOR TWO MATCH
SERIES IN NEW DELHI NEXT MONTH
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BAI announces cash rewards
for Paris Paralympic 
medal winning shuttlers
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Man City midfielder Rodri pictured in
Spain goes for tests on injured knee
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Gautam Gambhir is more
relaxed compared to his
predecessor Rahul

Dravid, who had a
“regimented” style of
functioning, feels Indian team’s
oldest member Ravichandran
Ashwin.
Dravid, who was in charge of
Team India since November
2021, quit the role this July
after T20 World Cup triumph
and has since been replaced by
Gautam Gambhir.
Pointing out the difference,
Ashwin noted that Gambhir
has a relaxed approach and
helps in maintaining a lively
atmosphere in the dressing
room, calling him a “relaxed
Rancho”.
“I think he (Gambhir) is very
relaxed. I want to call him
‘relaxed rancho’. There’s no
pressure at all,” Ashwin said on

his YouTube channel.
“In the morning, there will be a
team huddle. He is very relaxed
about that as well. He will be
like, ‘Are you coming, please
come’; it’s like that.”
However, when it came to
Dravid, Ashwin revealed that
he had a more stern and
ordered approach.
“With Rahul bhai, as soon as
we come, he demanded in
order. Even a bottle should be
kept at a particular place at a
particular time. He is very
regimented,” he disclosed.
“With Gambhir, he doesn’t
expect all that. He has a relaxed
order and will be a people’s
man. He will capture
everybody’s heart, and I think
he will be loved by the boys.”
While Dravid led India to the
T20 World Cup conquest
before stepping down from the
role, Gambhir took charge
after leading Kolkata Knight

Riders to its third Indian
Premier League title, having
joined his former franchise as a
mentor only this season.
Gambhir is guiding the Indian

team in his first-ever Test
assignment with the side,
having won the opening Test
against Bangladesh here.
“Pant was born for cricket in

every angle”
Indian wicketkeeper-batter
Rishabh Pant was also in the
news during the Test, having
scored a hundred in his

maiden Test post his return
from the horrific car accident
16 months ago.
Remarking on his return,
Ashwin felt that the youngster
was born for cricket and often
his abilities are
underestimated.
“He (Pant) played very well.
When he played, I told Rohit
10 times, ‘He plays very well. I
don’t know how he gets out
and sometimes doesn’t score
runs’,” Ashwin continued.
“He was born for cricket in
every angle and is a strong
person. It goes very far when
he hits, and he hits it with one
arm.
“Everyone sees that and
underestimates him, but he has
that much capability. He is a
talent, and when he bats,
everyone gets beaten.
“He puts his leg forward and
says, ‘Ball, are you coming?’,
and he looks at it and defends.”
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Australian captain Pat
Cummins acknowledged

that Rishabh Pant has been a
“major influence” in India’s
back-to-back Test series wins
Down Under, stressing the
need to keep the flamboyant
wicketkeeper-batter “quiet”
in the upcoming five-Test
series later this year.
A key figure in India’s historic
Test triumphs in 2018-19 and
2020-21, the 26-year-old Pant
made a stunning comeback
from a horrific car accident
in December 2022, scoring a
second innings century in the
first Test against Bangladesh
last week.
“He’s someone that has a big
influence in a couple of series
and we have got to try and
keep him quiet,” Cummins
said on Star Sports.
Known for his unorthodox
shots, including the reverse
and one-handed flicks, Pant
has made significant
contributions in the last two
Test series against Australia.
In 12 innings, he has amassed
624 runs at an impressive
average of 62.40, with a top
score of 159 not out.

His unbeaten 89 in the
second innings at the Gabba
in 2021 not only handed
Australia their first defeat
there in 32 years but also
secured a 2-1 series victory
for India.
“Someone like Rishabh Pant
might play a reverse slap and
it’s an incredible shot, and
that’s just part of who he is. I
think we’ve become a bit
more accustomed.”
The 31-year-old pacer further
compared Pant’s aggressive
approach to that of his
teammates Travis Head and
Mitchell Marsh.
“Every team has one or two of
those players who can take
the game on. You know, we’ve
got Travis Head and Mitch
Marsh and those guys. I think
with those guys, you know
that they’re going to be
aggressive. If you miss your
area a little bit, they’re going
to take the game on,” he
added.
Australia will be in search of
their first Test series win
against India since the 2014-
15.
The five-match series is
starting with the Perth Test
on November 22.
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The feeling of near misses
has haunted Harmanpreet

Kaur for the long but the
Indian captain feels that her
team has been able to tick all
the boxes in its bid to cross
the line as it starts its Women’s
T20 World Cup campaign in
Bangladesh from October 3-
20. 
Since the tournament’s
inception in 2009, India have
managed to reach the final
only once — in 2020 when
they lost to nemesis Australia.
India ahev also played WODI
World Cup final in 2017.
Harmanpreet has been a part
of both teams and led in the
2020 T20 World Cup. 
“This is the best team we are
going forward with. The
players have been playing
together for a long time. For
us we came so close last time
and lost in semis (2023). 
“We have ticked all the boxes
in terms of preparation
compared to the small things
were not there maybe in
earlier editions,” said
Harmanpreet at the pre-
departure press conference
for the T20 World Cup
beginning October 3. 
India have not had game time
since end of July when they
surprisingly finished runners-
up to Sri Lanka in the Asia
Cup. 
They had an extensive
preparatory camp at the NCA
where the players spent a lot
of time on fitness and
fielding, areas where the team
has been found wanting in the
past. 
The conference was also

attended by head coach
Muzumdar and chief selector
Neetu David also made a rare
appearance. 
“During the Asia Cup, we
played good cricket, one odd
day things did not go to plan,”
said Harmanpreet, who has
been part of all the T20 World
Cup that have been staged till
date.
She has played so many global
events in a career spanning
close to decade and half but
feels that she is as excited as
her maiden World
championship.
“I know I have played so
many World Cups but I have
the same excitement as I had
when I was 19,” the 35-year-
old skipper said.
The main challenge will come
from England and Australia,
who have found a way to beat
India in ICC events even from
difficult situations.
“We can beat any team and
Australia know that very well.
They know if there is one
team that can beat them it is
us,” said Harmanpreet.
FOCUSSED ON
ENHANCING ATHLETIC
ABILITY IN TRAINING
CAMP: Head coach
Muzumdar shed more light
on the team’s focus areas
during the training camp in
Bengaluru.
“We did identify a few things
(after the loss to Sri Lanka)
and we went about in the
subsequent camp. We first
had a fitness and fielding
camp. Then we had a 10 day
skills only camp. We brought
in a sports psychologist also
(Mughda Bawre). She has
been fantastic with the group. 
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PV Sindhu still has the
hunger to succeed, and the

primary aim is to help her
regain consistency, says her
new coach Anup Sridhar, who
has been roped in by the two-
time Olympic medallist on a
trial basis following the Paris
Games.
Sindhu, who returned from the
French capital without a medal
for the first time in three
Olympics, has been training
under Sridhar, a Beijing
Olympian, for the past three
weeks at the Gachibowli
Stadium in Hyderabad.

“I spoke with Sindhu’s team a
few weeks ago, and she has
been training under me in
Hyderabad since the start of
this month. We’ve made
significant progress, and in two
weeks, we’ll head to
tournaments in Europe,” the
41-year-old Sridhar, who also
briefly coached Lakshya Sen,
told PTI.
Sindhu lost in the pre-quarters
to China’s He Bingjiao at the
Paris Games and will restart
her BWF world tour season
with the European leg, which
includes the USD 420,000
Arctic Open in Vantaa,
Finland (October 8-13), and

the USD 850,000 Denmark
Open (October 15-20) in
Odense.
“I’m taking it week by week,”
said Sridhar, who has been
brought on board for the
remainder of the season after
Indonesian Agus Dwi Santoso’s
contract ended post-Paris
Olympics.
“Since we haven’t committed to
anything long-term, it’s hard to
plan for 2025. However, there
are a couple of tournaments in
2025 that Sindhu should aim to
peak at,” he said.
“You can plan for physical
peaks, but not for form. I have
my eye on a few tournaments

next year, but the immediate
focus is to enhance her
consistency and get her back

on the podium -- that’s the big
goal.”
Sindhu last won the Singapore

Open and Commonwealth
Games in 2022 and finished as
runner-up at the Madrid Spain
Masters in 2023 and the
Malaysia Masters Super 500 in
May this year.
Reflecting on his run so far,
Sridhar, an Arjuna awardee,
said: “I’ve spent this time
understanding her situation,
and I’m pleased to report that
she’s completely physically fit,
with no signs of aches or pains.
“We’ve followed our training
schedule without missing any
sessions. I’m working on
helping her unlearn certain
things while introducing new
elements to her game.”

Sindhu suffered a knee injury
during the French Open in
October last year and returned
to competitive play just five
months before the Paris
Games.
“She faced a tough couple of
years with some good results
but lacked consistency during
that period,” Sridhar said.
“In just three weeks, I’ve
noticed decent improvements,
but there’s still more work to be
done,” said Sridhar, a 2007
Asian Championships bronze-
medallist.
“If we can get her to a level
where she’s consistently
advancing past the early

rounds, regardless of her draw
or opponent, she’ll have a
realistic chance of making a
strong comeback.”
Sridhar said Sindhu has
accomplished nearly
everything in badminton.
“...Yet her hunger remains. She
works extremely hard and is a
great role model for the rest of
India’s badminton players.”
Sindhu made a series of
coaching changes in the lead-
up to the Paris Olympics. After
clinching a bronze medal at the
Tokyo Olympics, her South
Korean coach, Park Tae Sang,
parted ways with her in early
2023.
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Elaborate security
arrangements have been

made for the India-Bangladesh
second Test match to be played
at the International Green Park
stadium here scheduled from
September 27, a senior official
said on Tuesday.
An FIR was filed against 20
members of the Akhilesh
Bhartiya Hindu Mahasabha on
Monday for allegedly
organising a ‘havan’ by
obstructing the road before the
stadium to protest against
atrocities on Hindus in
Bangladesh, said ACP Harish
Chander. Police said a “fool-
proof” security plan has been
chalked out for India and
Bangladesh cricket teams

which are supposed to arrive
here by Tuesday evening.
Kanpur’s Additional
Commissioner of Police (Law
and Order) Harish Chander
told PTI they have sought
adequate police force,
including senior rank officials,
to be deployed for the match.
“We are reviewing the security
arrangements to leave no stone
unturned and (are) confident
of getting an adequate police

force to meet the
requirements,” he added.
The officer said they were
coordinating with the central
and state agencies, including
the Intelligence Bureau (IB)
and the state Intelligence to
share inputs regarding threats,
if any, to deal with it deftly.
The Green Park stadium and
Hotel Landmark have been
divided into sectors, zones and
sub-zones, and its reign has

been given to DCP, additional
DCP and ACP rank officials,
respectively, said DCP (East)
Shrawan Kumar Singh, who
has been made the nodal
officer of the entire event.
Traffic diversions have also
been imposed ahead of the
match.
Those named in the FIR
included Rakesh Mishra,
Vikas, Atul, Jaydeep, Vikas
Gupta, Prashant Dheer, Ajay
Rathore, Ashish, Brajesh and
about 10 others unidentified.
The FIR has been lodged
under BNS sections of 189(2)
(unlawful assembly), 191 (2)
(rioting), 223 (disobeying an
order promulgated by a public
servant), and 285 (obstruction
or injury to any person in any
public way), he said.
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Premier middle-order batter
Sarfaraz Khan, wicket-

keeper Dhruv Jurel and pacer
Yash Dayal are set to be
released from the Indian team
for the Irani Cup in case they
are not selected in the playing
XI for the second Test against
Bangladesh, starting
September 27 in Kanpur.
The BCCI on Tuesday
announced the Rest of India
squad, led by Ruturaj Gaikwad,
which will take on reigning
Ranji Trophy champions
Mumbai in Lucknow from
October 1-5.
“Dhruv Jurel and Yash Dayal
have been selected in the Rest

of India squad and their
participation is subject to them
not being involved in the
second Test match against
Bangladesh in Kanpur,” said
the BCCI statement on
Tuesday.
If sources are to be believed, in
case Rishabh Pant suffers any
niggle during the Test, KL
Rahul can fill up for him.
As reported by PTI on
Monday, prolific run-getter
Sarfaraz, who represents
Mumbai domestically, too will
play for his home side, led by
Ajinkya Rahane, if he does not
figure in the playing XI for the
second Test against
Bangladesh.
“Sarfaraz Khan who has been

retained in the Team India
squad for the 2nd Test, will be
released to represent the
Mumbai team subject to him
not being involved in the
second Test match against
Bangladesh in Kanpur,” added
the BCCI statement.
The Irani Cup match will also
mark Mumbai all-rounder
Shardul Thakur’s return to
first-class cricket post surgery.
It is understood that all top
players including Shreyas Iyer,
Musheer Khan, Shams Mulani
and Tanush Kotian will also
play the match for Mumbai.
It is also understood that
Mumbai stalwart Suryakumar
Yadav, who is India’s T20
skipper, and all-rounder
Shivam Dube, both of whom
are automatic picks in the
Indian T20 squad, won’t be
playing the Irani Cup as they
would have to report in
Gwalior on October 3 for the
T20I series starting October 6.
Rest of India squad: Ruturaj
Gaikwad (c), Abhimanyu
Easwaran (v-c), Sai Sudharsan,
Devdutt Padikkal, Dhruv Jurel
(wk)*, Ishan Kishan (wk),
Manav Suthar, Saransh Jain,
Prasidh Krishna, Mukesh
Kumar, Yash Dayal*, Ricky
Bhui, Shashwat Rawat, Khaleel
Ahmed, Rahul Chahar.
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The BCCI Apex Council will
meet on Wednesday to

discuss a variety of issues
related to the Board’s
functioning but the
appointment of a new
secretary to replace the
outgoing Jay Shah is not on the
agenda.
It will be the last apex council
meet before the Board’s 93rd
Annual General Meeting in
Bengaluru in five days’ time.
The appointment of a new
secretary has become
necessary after Shah was
unanimously elected as the
next ICC Chairman.
However, he will not step down
from his current role as BCCI
Secretary during the upcoming
AGM, as he is scheduled to
assume his new position only
from December 1.
But even a discussion on the
process of nomination is not
part of the eight items listed in
the apex council’s agenda
which features, among others,
the update on Byju’s matter.
The BCCI has a payment
settlement issue with their
former title sponsor.
The embattled edtech firm
ended its sponsorship deal
with the BCCI in March last

year.
The Bengaluru-based
company, co-founded by Byju
Raveendran, had initially
signed a jersey sponsorship
deal in March 2019 for three
years, which was later
extended by another year for a
reported sum of USD 55
million.
Payments were made until
September 2022, but the
controversy revolves around
unpaid dues from October
2022 to March 2023.
There will also be a discussion

on the inauguration of the
state-of-the-art National
Cricket Academy on the
outskirts of Bengaluru.
Currently, the NCA functions
at the M Chinnaswamy
stadium premises since its
inception over two decades
back.
Approval for commencement
of renovation work on the
exteriors of the BCCI
headquarters at Mumbai and
the North East development
project are also part of the
agenda.
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