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Taliban
laws start
restricting
men., too

Some Afghans express
regret over allowing
severe rules for women

BY Rick NOACK

As the Taliban starts enforcing
draconian new rules for women
in Afghanistan, it has also begun
to target a group that didn’t see
tight restrictions on them com-
ing: Afghan men.

Women have faced an on-
slaught of increasingly severe
limits on their personal freedom
and rules about their dress since
the Taliban seized power three
years ago. But men in urban areas
could, for the most part, carry on
freely.

The past four weeks, however,
have brought significant changes
for them, too. New laws promul-
gated in late August mandate that
men wear a fist-long beard, bar
them from imitating non-
Muslims in appearance or behav-
ior, widely interpreted as a prohi-
bition againstjeans, and ban hair-
cuts that are against Islamic law,
which essentially means short or
Western styles. Men are now also
prohibited from looking at wom-
en other than their wives or rela-
tives.

As a result, more are growing
beards, carrying prayer rugs and
leaving their jeans at home.

These first serious restrictions

SEE AFGHANISTAN ON A10

The hidden costs

We quantify the environmental
toll of AI chatbots. A7
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Tehran-allied groups review
devices alter pager attack

BY CLAIRE PARKER,
MUSTAFA SALIM
AND HAZEM BALOUSHA

CAIRO — Iranian-backed mili-
tants across the Middle East have
ordered sweeping inspections of
electronic devices, as they re-
think how to protect their com-
munications following the dev-
astating attack that caused pag-
ers and walkie-talkies used by
their ally, Hezbollah, to explode.

In Iraq and the West Bank,
senior militants allied with Iran
said they are examining equip-
ment and issuing new rules on
the use of personal devices by
fighters. Analysts say that other
groups’ systems are more secure
but that they will probably seek
to better protect their supply
chains as they take stock of the
fallout.

“Extreme precautions will be
taken, and we will keep devices
away from us,” said a senior com-

mander in the Jenin Battalion, a
coalition of West Bank fighters
led by Palestinian Islamic Jihad.
The commander, who spoke on
the condition of anonymity out
of concern for his security, said
his operatives already avoided
cellphones and had recently
ditched handheld radios they
suspected Israel of hacking.

Israeli authorities rarely dis-
cuss operations in other coun-
tries and have declined to com-
ment on whether Israel was re-
sponsible for the attack on devic-
es in Lebanon. But U.S. officials,
who spoke on the condition of
anonymity to discuss a sensitive
subject, acknowledged that Isra-
el was behind the operation and
said it informed Washington af-
terward through intelligence
channels.

The attack was unlike any other
in size and scope, turning every-
day devicesinto weapons of war. It

SEE IRAN ON Al10
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FROM TOP: Moti Fitch, 75, outside his damaged home in Moreshet
in northern Israel following a rocket barrage fired from Lebanon
that heavily damaged homes and cars on Sunday. Damaged homes
from a rocket attack in Kiryat Bialik, seen Sunday. Hezbollah
began launching attacks against Israel on Oct. 8 in solidarity with
Hamas; violence along the border has displaced tens of thousands

of people on both sides since then.

Al Jazeera: Israeli forces shut down
news outlet’s West Bank bureau. A9

Coal mine blast: An explosion in
Iran killed at least 51 people. A10

Israel
issues
blunt
threats

VOWS MORE ACTION
AGAINST HEZBOLLAH

Netanyahu intensifies
rhetoric as clash widens

BY SUSANNAH GEORGE,
ANNABELLE TIMSIT,
MIRIAM BERGER
AND LIOR SOROKA

Israeli officials issued blunt
new warnings to Hezbollah on
Sunday, threatening to pitch the
long-simmering conflict along
Lebanon’s border into all-out war.

Despite calls to de-escalate,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu vowed Sunday that
his military will take “whatever
action is necessary” to eliminate
the threat on Israel’s northern
border, an echo of his own rheto-
ric in the lead-up to Israel’s inva-
sion of Gaza last year.

The heightened rhetoric comes
amid a spike in cross-
border strikes after a week of
punishing Israeli attacks on the
militant group based in Lebanon
that Israeli officials said amount-
ed to a “new phase” in the con-
flict. That has caused concern
among Israel’s Western allies,
with top US. and European
Union  officials cautioning
against escalation.

“No country can accept the
wanton rocketing of its cities; we
can’t accept it either. We will take
whatever action is necessary to
restore security and to bring our
people safely back to their
homes,” Netanyahu said in a vid-
eo statement.

Hezbollah has launched doz-
ens of rockets, missiles and
drones across the border into
Israel in recent days. The group
announced Sunday that it had
attacked an air base in northern
Israel, in what appeared to be the

SEE ISRAEL ON A9

BY ABHA BHATTARAI

RENO, NEV. — Kayla and Ryan
Frost were desperate. Every local
day care was full. Nannies were
booked. Neither could quit their
job. So they patched together a
solution: paying their dog sitter
to watch their 3-month-old
daughter.

But the dog sitter, who was
great with their German shep-
herd mix, wasn’t the right fit for
their infant. And because of her
$25 hourly rate, the Frosts could
afford care for only a couple of
days a week.

“A few weeks in, we realized,
‘This is not working. We need
more help than this, ” said Kayla
Frost, 35. “We limped along for
half a year. We stopped working
as much. We were exhausted. It
really took a toll”

The shortage of child care is a
national problem, but in Nevada,
it’s approaching a crisis. The state
ranks among the worst in the
country with almost three-quar-
ters of young children lacking
access to licensed care, according
to the governor’s office. The
shortfall spans every county in
this swing state and is driving up
day-care costs when parents are

SEE CHILD CARE ON A5

E ELECTION 2024

For some, cost of child care governs voting choice

Nevada is among the worst states for struggling parents. Their frustration might show up at the ballot.
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Ryan and Kayla Frost at their home in Washoe Valley, Nev., on Thursday. The couple struggled to find
affordable day care for their children. The couple are planning to vote for Donald Trump.

Trump’s agenda on LGBTQ
issues alarms rights groups

BY HANNAH KNOWLES

Penny Nance slid a form across
the table to Donald Trump at his
golf club in Bedminster, N.J. Her
Christian nonprofit, Concerned
Women for America, wanted
Trump to pledge in writing that a
person’s “gender identity” doesn’t
“overrule their sex,” and that if he
becomes president again, “all fed-
eral agencies will be directed to
uphold this fact in every policy
and program at home and
abroad.”

Such a promise would have
wide-ranging implications, the
form emphasized, affecting
schools, prisons, shelters, health-
care providers, the military and
more. But it was an easy sell,
Nance recalled of her June 2023
conversation, and Trump soon
signed the pledge. On the trail a
few days later, Trump marveled
aloud at the crowd’s standing
ovation for his promise to crack
down on “transgender insanity.”

“It's amazing how strongly
people feel about that. You see,

I'm talking about cutting taxes,
people go like that,” he said,
mimicking a polite, reserved clap.
“I talk about transgender, every-
one goes crazy,” he added. “Who
would have thought?”

The former president, who has
shifted his position over the years
on LGBTQ issues, is planning to
lead the GOP charge on gender
identity if he returns to the White
House, according to his cam-
paign and interviews with allies,
testing the legal limits of federal
action as the Supreme Court also
takes up the issue. He says he
wants to kick providers out of
Medicare and Medicaid for offer-
ing gender transition care to mi-
nors, such as hormone therapy
and surgery; pull federal funding
from schools if officials suggest a
child “could be trapped in the
wrong body”; and purge anything
in the federal government
deemed to promote transgender
identity. The moves would go
against the advice of leading
medical groups.

SEE TRUMP ON A4

A new look for comics pages
The Style section’s daily comics pages are now
in color — and larger. (The lineup is the same.)
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THE TRUMP TRIALS

Huge immunity filing due from special counsel

[SRAEL

BY DEVLIN BARRETT
AND PERRY STEIN

Welcome back to the Trump
Trials, where the former presi-
dent’s lawyers are — you guessed
it — seeking further delays in the
cases against him. We’ll explain
why Donald Trump easily got
another delay this week, and why
he is asking for more.

(Have questions on Trump’s
trials? Email us at
perry.stein@washpost.com and
devlin.barrett@washpost.com
and check for answers in future
newsletters.)

OKay, let’s get started with a
fast-paced article about slow-
moving cases.

‘What’s ahead

Special counsel Jack Smith is
expected to deliver a major court
motion on Thursday to lay out
how he plans to rescue his case
against Trump for alleged 2020
election obstruction. The filing
will be a kind of legal road map
to working within the fuzzy lines
drawn by the Supreme Court on
presidential immunity.

Smith notified the court that
his mega-motion “will not exceed
180 pages” and will have
significant redactions where it
discusses the evidence against
the former president and 2024
Republican nominee.

Trump’s team plans to file
papers by Tuesday arguing why
Smith should not be permitted to
submit such a large motion.

This week was also supposed
to produce a filing in the appeals
court fight over the dismissal of
the charges against Trump for
allegedly mishandling classified
documents at his Florida home
— but as we’ll explain below, that
deadline was pushed back.

Now, a recap of last week’s
action.

D.C.: Federal case on 2020
election

The details: Four counts relat-
ed to conspiring to obstruct the
2020 election results.

Last week: Trump’s lawyers
argued in new court papers that
Smith should have to delay that
big filing spelling out all the ways
Trump can still be prosecuted
despite a Supreme Court ruling
this summer that he has broad
immunity.

The defense lawyers said that
filing should be pushed back
because, they claimed, prosecu-
tors must turn over more evi-
dence to Trump to comply with
the new immunity ruling.

Essentially, the defense is ar-
guing that as long as immunity
for official acts is such a key part
of the case, prosecutors need to
redo their internal evidence re-
view to find anything that points
to Trump’s actions related to the
results of the 2020 election being
official, rather than unofficial,
acts.

Trump’s lawyers don’t have a
great track record persuading
U.S. District Court Judge Tanya
S. Chutkan on these types of
issues, but the battles over im-
munity have, in a sense, just
begun.

RICKY CARIOTI/THE WASHINGTON POST

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump at the Israeli American Council National Summit on Sept. 19, in Washington.
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Special counsel Jack Smith is expected to deliver a filing on his plan to revive the D.C. case this week.

New York: State hush money
case

The details: 34 charges con-
nected to a 2016 hush money
payment. Trump was convicted
of all counts on May 30.

Last week: All was quiet, as
New York Supreme Court Justice
Juan Merchan has pushed off
sentencing in the case — and his
ruling on an immunity-related
appeal — until after the presi-
dential election.

Florida: Federal classified
documents case

The details: U.S. District

Court Judge Aileen M. Cannon in
July dismissed the 40 federal
charges Trump faced for alleged-
ly mishandling classified docu-
ments at Mar-a-Lago — his home
and private club — and thwart-
ing government demands to re-
turn them.

Last week: The federal ap-
peals court in Atlanta that will
consider whether to overrule
Cannon last week granted
Trump’s lawyers an additional 30
days to file their legal arguments
in the case — pushing back the
deadline from late September to
late October. The delay is in

keeping with the routine prac-
tice of that appeals court.

Georgia: State case on 2020
election

The details: Trump faces 8
state charges for allegedly trying
to undo the election results in
that state. Four of his 18 co-de-
fendants have pleaded guilty.

Where it stands: The case
remains on hold while the Geor-
gia Court of Appeals prepares to
hear December arguments about
Trump’s effort to disqualify Ful-
ton County District Attorney
Fani T. Willis, the top prosecutor.
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Trump and some of the other
defendants argue that Willis im-
properly spent taxpayer dollars
while in a romantic relationship
with an attorney she hired to
work on the case. That attorney
has resigned from his position.

Question Time

Q. Cannon ruled that the at-
torney general unlawfully ap-
pointed Smith and dismissed the
Florida classified document case.
Since Smith also oversees the
prosecution of the D.C. case, why
wouldn’t Cannon’s decision im-
pact that case?

A. Cannon is a federal district
judge and any decision she
makes would typically only apply
to her courtroom. That means
that Smith can be considered
unlawfully appointed in one
courtroom in Florida but can still
continue prosecuting a case as
special counsel in another feder-
al courtroom in D.C.

Smith has appealed Cannon’s
decision to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the 11th Circuit.

If the appeals court upholds
her opinion, the ruling would
bind federal court districts in
Alabama, Florida and Georgia. A
Supreme Court decision would
create the law on special counsel
appointments for the entire na-
tion.

The Florida ruling “certainly
does not apply as binding prec-
edent,” Daniel Richman, a pro-
fessor at Columbia Law School,
told The Washington Post in July.
“Because it is just one district
court, which does not even bind
another district court sitting
next door. And it -certainly
doesn’t bind other district courts
sitting in another circuit.”

Nerd word of the week

Binding: We see this word a lot
after a judge issues a ruling.
When a judge’s decision is bind-
ing, it means it is legally enforce-
able. Cannon’s decision saying
that Smith was unlawfully ap-
pointed was binding in her
courtroom — but it was not
binding across the country. But
the Supreme Court’s decision on
presidential immunity was bind-
ing nationwide.

Supreme Court Justice Clar-
ence Thomas issued a concur-
ring opinion in the presidential
immunity decision in which he
questioned the legality of special
counsel appointments. That con-
curring opinion has been cited
by Cannon and by Trump’s law-
yers, but it was nonbinding —
meaning it was just Thomas’s
opinion and not a legally en-
forceable ruling.

Want this weekly roundup delivered
to your email inbox? Sign up at
www.washingtonpost.com/
newsletters/the-trump-trials/

Washington
Post podcasts
go with you
everywhere.
wpost.com/podcasts
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Some Trump supporters shrug at Robinson’s scandal

At North Carolina rally,
Trump doesn’t mention
gubernatorial hopeful

BY HANNAH KNOWLES

WILMINGTON, N.C. — The scan-
dal engulfing Mark Robinson’s
campaign for North Carolina gov-
ernor seems career-ending to
many in politics. At Donald
Trump’s rally here over the week-
end, however, plenty of people
weren’t bothered.

So what if Robinson, the Re-
publican nominee for governor, is
linked to the account of a porn
site user who once argued for the
reinstatement of slavery, detailed
an affair with his wife’s sister,
called himself a “black NAZI” and
praised Adolf Hitler’s book “Mein
Kampf” as “a good read”?

“I didn’t put much credence in
it Bob Judson, a 70-year-old
unaffiliated voter, said of the alle-
gations against Robinson. “We’ve
all done things in our past that
we’re sorry for. Some of the things
are crazy.’

“I mean,” he added, “if we just
went on that, we wouldn’t be here
for Trump, would we?”

Robinson’s contest has become
a remarkable test case of voters
and GOP leaders’ tolerance for
disturbing allegations against
candidates in the Trump era —
when news is deeply distrusted,
scandals carry less weight and no
offense seems to be enough to
rattle Trump’s base.

Still, the accusations about
Robinson are damaging enough
that Trump steered clear of the
candidate at his Wilmington,
N.C,, rally on Saturday, making no
mention of his longtime ally days
after CNN reported that Robin-
son made shocking comments on
a porn forum more than a decade
ago. Some Republican officials,
such as Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.),
have said the reporting raises
serious concerns if true. Robin-
son’s campaign announced Sun-
day evening that four senior staff-
ers, including the campaign man-
ager, had resigned.

The porn site user matches
Robinson’s username on public
accounts, lists his name as “mark
robinson,” shares the candidate’s
biographical details and even
uses some of the same distinctive
phrases.

But Robinson, the lieutenant
governor of North Carolina, has
responded with Trump-like defi-
ance, denying any involvement
and railing against “salacious tab-
loid lies” The North Carolina
GOP followed suit, issuing a state-
ment of support and suggesting
the political left is “trying to
demonize [Robinson] via person-
al attacks.” Trump has not de-
nounced Robinson or the com-
ments attributed to him, and the
general strategy at Trump’s rally
seemed to be to ignore the issue.

On Saturday, Sen. JD Vance
(R-Ohio), Trump’s running mate,
dodged questions from an NBC
reporter on whether he believed

North Carolina Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson during a campaign event for former president Donald Trump in Asheville, N.C., on Aug. 14.

Robinson’s claim that the offen-
sive posts weren’t his.

“I don’t not believe him, I don’t
believe him — I just think you
have to let these things play out
sometimes in the court of public
opinion,” Vance responded.

Dan Bishop, the Republican
nominee for North Carolina at-
torney general, was the outlier.
He spent much of his rally speech
denouncing “white supremacist
Democrats” from the 1890s be-
fore blaming Democrats for the
Robinson drama and suggesting,
inaccurately, that hacking was
required to obtain the porn site
posts.

“This week in North Carolina,
Democrats suddenly abandoned
their aversion to hack and dump,
rolled out a meticulously timed
and coordinated character assas-
sination, and then moved im-
mediately to smear by associa-
tion,” Bishop said. “Their aim,
they say, is to disgrace not just
one but all Republican candi-
dates, in the name of decency,
they say.”

Republicans widely expect
Robinson to lose in November. He
trails his Democratic opponent
Josh Stein significantly, and a
long record of offensive com-
ments and hard-line stances had
already alienated moderate vot-
ers.

Trump rallygoer Connie Witt-
mer said she was willing to look
past Robinson’s past contro-
versies — like his comment that
women get abortions because
they couldn’t keep their “skirt
down” — but hesitated when a
reporter described the porn site
posts. “That disturbs me,” she
said. She would have to think
about her vote.

Yet the range of reactions to the
past week’s bombshells reflect
the difficulty of piercing partisan
loyalty — and echo years of dis-
missive responses to contro-
versies around Trump, who won
in 2016 despite a recording in
which he bragged that he could
grab women by their genitals.

Kirk Giles, 50, downplayed the
allegations against Robinson as
normal male behavior.

“There’s not a man alive that’s
never looked at porn or did some-
thing stupid on porn because
we’re men,” he said at the Wilm-
ington rally. “That’s what men
do.” Beside him, his friend Don
Bussey said he was still voting for
Robinson, too.

A reporter suggested that most
men on porn sites don’t praise
“Mein Kampf.”

“There’s a lot of men that say
some stupid stuff on those porn
sites,” Giles said. “The thing is,
you say some stupid stuff just to

get attention. People strive for
attention. There’s attention-seek-
ers out there.”

Others cast doubt on the re-
porting about Robinson, bol-
stered by years of Trump and
other Republicans decrying “fake
news.” Allen Cannon, 70, said he
doesn’t trust CNN and noted, “It
was 10 years ago.” His wife, 69-
year-old Rose Cannon, thought of
all the allegations against Trump
they believed were unfair.

There was E. Jean Carroll’s
allegation that Trump sexually
assaulted her in a department
store in the 1990s; Trump was
found liable for sexual abuse last
year in civil court and ordered to
pay more than $80 million in
damages. “And then all these
charges,” Rose Cannon said. “It’s
just, I don’t believe all that. I
think all that is wrong.”

“When I hear him talk ... he’s a
very positive, strong man,” she
said of Robinson. “Now that this
has happened, I don’t know. We’ll
hear through it, and see what we
think.”

Many of Robinson’s inflamma-
tory comments have been in pub-
lic view for a long time. Before
last week’s revelations, “Mark
Robinson was unfit and unquali-
fied to be the governor of North
Carolina,” argued Stein, his Dem-
ocratic opponent and the state’s
attorney general, in an interview.
The CNN report “simply under-
lined and put an exclamation
point behind that sentence,
which we already knew.”

Some Republicans challenged
Robinson in the primary, arguing
that his baggage made him un-
electable. They highlighted Rob-
inson’s comments at a church

%. "4
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that “we are called to be led by
men” not women, and his screed
that the movie “Black Panther”
was “created by an agnostic Jew”
to “pull the shekels” from Black
people’s pockets.

But many GOP voters loved
what they called Robinson’s
brashness and brushed the criti-
cisms aside. Trump signaled his
support for Robinson early in the
race, and ultimately endorsed
him.

Now, Robinson’s critics say
there’s reason to be cynical about
the effect of even the most outra-
geous stories.

“In this day and age, you're
kind of like, ‘Oh, a terrible news
story?’ ” said Rich Smith, a 34-
year-old Democrat from Wilm-
ington. “They’ll just says it’s fake
news, and move on from there.
And nothing will change.”
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Excludes other offers, discounts, previous contracts. Cannot combine offers. Call for details.

W\,
& 1(866) 298-6982

www.CAPITALREMODELING.com

Conceptual drawing requires purchase. 50% off refers to installation labor on standard windows, kitchen cabinets, or roofing shingles on a regular list priced contract and does not
include discount on demo or other parts of the project. Rebate specials shown expires 10/31/24. Capital is not a lender, and minimum
third down and required credit approval. Offers on ad cannot be combined and excludes all previous contracts, offers, and vendors. Call for more details.
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Approval
of Secret
Service
plummets

Poll conducted almost
entirely before Sept. 15
golf course incident

BY DAVID OVALLE

Americans have increasingly
soured on the Secret Service fol-
lowing the assassination attempt
in July that wounded former
president Donald Trump, accord-
ing to a Gallup opinion poll
released Monday.

The poll shows that Americans
who rate the agency tasked with
protecting presidential candi-
dates and government officials as
good or excellent tumbled 23
percentage points, while the
share of those rating the Secret
Service’s performance as poor
rose by the same margin.

The findings were published
amid intense scrutiny by lawmak-
ers and government investigators
over the agency’s failure to pre-
vent a gunman who climbed atop
aroof and fired at Trump during a
campaign rally in Butler, Pa.,
grazing his ear, injuring two oth-
ers and killing a rallygoer.

The polling was conducted al-
most entirely before the Secret
Service thwarted a potential at-
tempt on the former president’s
life on Sept. 15, this one at the
Trump International Golf Club in
Palm Beach County. In that case, a
Secret Service agent spotted an
armed man on the club’s perim-
eter and opened fire. No one was
injured and the suspect was tak-
en into custody.

According to Gallup, the poll
stands in sharp contrast with
many previous ones during the
past decade asking Americans to
rate the performances of federal
agencies. The Secret Service has
typically enjoyed a broad positive
rating from the public, although
support slipped in 2014 after
several security lapses, including
an intruder breaching a White
House fence.

It’s the largest such decline for
a federal agency in the reoccur-
ring poll since the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s
favorability ratings dropped by
24 percentage points between
2019 and 2021 during the height
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Only the U.S. Postal Service
enjoys positive ratings among
U.S. adults, according to Gallup.
Support is equally dim for other
agencies including the Justice
Department, the Food and Drug
Administration and the Internal
Revenue Service: Less than
35 percent of Americans rate
their performances as good or
excellent.

The Gallup poll found that the
Secret Service’s positive ratings
have dropped steeply among Re-
publicans and independents who
lean toward the GOP: 20 percent-
age points since last year, their
lowest rating to date. Favorability
ratings from Democrats and
Democratic-leaning indepen-
dents also fell by 18 percentage
points from 2023.

Pollsters interviewed 1,007
randomly selected adults in all 50
states and the District of Colum-
bia from Sept. 3 to Sept. 15;
Gallup calculated the margin of
error as plus or minus four per-
centage points.

A Secret Service internal re-
view released last week found
that the agency was to blame for a
series of lapses leading up to the
July 13 shooting, including the
failure to direct local police snip-
ers to cover the rooftop and
detect the gunman flying a drone
in the area hours before the
shooting.

The Department of Homeland
Security, which oversees the
agency, is negotiating with Con-
gress to dramatically increase the
agency’s budget and expand per-
sonnel and upgrade equipment.
Acting Secret Service director
Ronald L. Rowe Jr. is urging
elected leaders to boost funding
so the agency can deal with its
“new reality.”

A bipartisan House task force
investigating the Pennsylvania
shooting is scheduled to hold its
first hearing Thursday.

On Sunday, a task force leader,
Rep. Jason Crow (D-Colo.), said
the Secret Service is “no doubt
stretched thin.”

“We are in a threat environ-
ment where threats are at historic
highs,” Crow said on ABC’s “This
Week.” “Were asking the Secret
Service to protect a sitting presi-
dent and then two presidential
candidates and then former pres-
idents and all their families in an
environment where threats are
three times, four times higher.”

Obama raises $4 million for Harris campaign

L.A. fundraiser is part of
increasingly visible role
he is playing this cycle

BY MAEVE RESTON

Former president Barack
Obama headlined his first solo
fundraiser for Kamala Harris in
Los Angeles on Friday night,
bringing in $4 million for her
campaign as he framed the elec-
tion as a struggle against radical
forces in America that want to
take the country backward.

The event was part of the in-
creasingly active role that Obama
is playing in Harris’s effort as he
wields his popularity within the
Democratic Party to power grass-
roots fundraising and to galvanize
younger voters to turn out in what
could be a margin-of-error race.

The Harris campaign recently
featured clips from his Democrat-
ic National Convention speech
mocking Donald Trump’s “weird
obsession with crowd sizes” in one
ofits ads to needle the Republican
nominee just before his debate
with Harris.

So far this presidential cam-
paign cycle, the events where
Obama has been featured and the
grassroots fundraising appeals
that he has signed have generated
at least $76 million, according to
his office.

In the short time that she has
been in the presidential race, Har-
ris has opened a wide cash advan-
tage over Trump. Friday night,
reports filed with the Federal Elec-
tion Commission showed that she
raised more than four times as

RICKY CARIOTI/THE WASHINGTON POST

Former president Barack Obama speaks during the second day of
the Democratic National Convention in Chicago in August.

much as Trump did in August.

The private event Friday night
was held at the Los Angeles home
of James Costos, who served as the
U.S. ambassador to Spain and An-
dorra under Obama, and his part-
ner, Michael S. Smith, who was
White House decorator when
Obama was president.

Before a gathering of more than
65 people, Obama argued that the
nation and the world are at “a
crossroads” where demographic
changes, globalization and the in-
formation revolution have “dis-
rupted the old order” and made
“us vulnerable to the appeals of
fear and anger and tribe,” accord-
ing to excerpts of his remarks
provided by his office.

Obama described Harris’s cam-
paign as an effort to guard against
those destructive forces and usher
in a future that would create an
economy “where everybody has

enough” and Americans don’t see
the changes occurring in society
as a zero-sum game where “if
somebody gains, somebody must
lose.”

“That’s what my election was
about back in 2008 ... and we've
now gone through 16 years of con-
tinuing struggle to move in a di-
rection in which it’s not radical,”
Obama said.

He told attendees that Harris,
who has been a friend for two
decades, “can make us proud on
the world stage about what Amer-
ica stands for, as opposed to em-
barrassing us.”

“We're still going to have free
markets and we’re still going to
have our liberties, and Americans
are still going to be doing the
weird things that we do. But we
can make sure that it’s a little bit
gentler, a little bit kinder, a little
bit more generous, a little bit less

unequal, a little bit more inclu-
sive.”

Obama and Harris met when he
was running for Senate in Illinois.
She became one of the earliest
supporters of his 2008 bid for
president — traveling to Iowa to
knock doors for him at a moment
when many of the Democratic
Party’s power brokers had lined
up behind Hillary Clinton.

Obama served as a sounding
board for Harris when she became
vice president. He also actively
raised money for President Joe
Biden, his former vice president,
when he was still in the race. That
included a star-studded Los Ange-
les fundraiser with George Cloo-
ney and Julia Roberts in June and
a New York fundraiser with Biden
and former president Bill Clinton
in March.

After Biden’s faltering debate
performance against Trump,
Obama told allies that Biden’s
path to victory had diminished
and that he needed to seriously
consider the viability of his candi-
dacy — creating some resentment
among Biden loyalists.

Harris and Obama have been in
especially close touch over the
pasttwo months as she was elevat-
ed to the top of the ticket after
Biden withdrew from the race.
The former president has offered
to help with strategic advice, fund-
raising and get-out-the-vote ef-
forts, including a major push with
creators on social media this past
week for National Voter Registra-
tion Day. Several of the top advis-
ers on his presidential campaigns
are now involved with Harris’s
campaign.

Both leaders have faced similar
attacks from Trump and the con-
servative right on their mixed-

race heritage. For years, Trump
falsely claimed that Obama wasn’t
born in the United States as he
questioned the former president’s
qualifications for the office.

After Harris became Biden’s
running mate in 2020, Trump
tried similar tactics by falsely
claiming that there were ques-
tions about her eligibility as she
was poised to become the first
Black and Asian American vice
president.

When Trump baselessly ques-
tioned theracial identity of Harris
—thedaughter of an Indian moth-
er and Jamaican father — during a
forum hosted by the National As-
sociation of Black Journalists,
Harris rebuffed his assertion that
she “happened to turn Black” by
alluding to his many years perpet-
uating the “birther” movement’s
lies about Obama. “Same old tired
playbook,” she said during a CNN
interview. “Next question, please.”

Attendees of Obama’s fundrais-
er for Harris in Los Angeles in-
cluded Netflix co-CEO Ted Saran-
dos and his wife, Nicole Avant, a
producer and author who served
as the U.S. ambassador to the Ba-
hamas during Obama’s adminis-
tration. Others who attended in-
cluded actress Jennifer Coolidge
and comedian Conan O’Brien.

The former president said Fri-
day that he wished he had a four-
or five-point plan to win the elec-
tion, but “truthfully, the plan is
we’re going to push through it.”

“If we win — when we win — it
won't solve all the crazy that’s out
there,” he said. “But each time we
win, it’s solidifying this new fu-
ture. It is ushering in these new
possibilities. Eventually, that will
become the new normal and the
new reality”

TRUMP FROM A1l
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Activists brace for challenges to LGBT(Q) rights if Trump wins

He has said far less about gay
rights, an issue where he is some-
times out of step with his most
conservative Christian support-
ers. His wife, Melania Trump, has
hosted fundraisers for an LGBTQ
Republican group in recent
months. And over the summer,
Trump backed an overhaul of the
Republican Party platform that
removed long-standing opposi-
tion to the Supreme Court ruling
that legalized same-sex marriage.

But the first Trump adminis-
tration fought efforts to extend
anti-discrimination laws to cover
sexual orientation, and social
conservatives are eager for
Trump to pick up where he left
off. Trump is also expected to try
to appoint more conservative
judges on the federal bench who
could influence future landmark
decisions on LGBTQ issues.

Civil rights groups are already
raising alarms and preparing to
challenge Trump’s agenda in
court. A detailed memo the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
released in June argues many of
Trump’s proposals are illegal or
unconstitutional. The group’s
lawyers see many opportunities
to push back but also say it’s hard
to predict how courts might rule,
especially after the former presi-
dent’s success pushing the federal
judiciary to the right.

“I think a lot of folks feel if they
live in a so-called blue state,
they’re safe from whatever im-
pact a second Trump administra-
tion can have, and that’s just not
true,” said Leslie Cooper, deputy
director of the ACLU’s LGBT &
HIV Project. The Trump team,
she said, is “saying what they
would try to do.” She added: “I
think we should believe them
that they mean it.”

A second Trump term would be
a sharp turn away from the Biden
administration, which rolled
back many Trump-era policies —
including Trump’s ban on trans-
gender people serving openly in
the military — and is battling in
court to require federally funded
schools to accommodate trans-
gender students. Vice President
Kamala Harris, the Democratic
presidential nominee, has also
promoted LBGTQ rights as Re-
publican-led states pass laws re-
stricting gender transition care
and discussion of LGBTQ issues
in schools.

The emerging plans for a sec-
ond term underscore a shiftin the
politics of LGBTQ issues since
2016, when Trump suggested that
North Carolina’s restrictions on
transgender people’s restroom
use were unnecessary and said
the trans celebrity Caitlyn Jenner
could use any toilet she wanted at
Trump Tower. Republicans who
were on the defensive for years on
same-sex marriage have turned
much of their focus to gender
transition and found public sup-
port for some restrictions.

Polls show Americans support
same-sex marriage by big mar-
gins, and a Washington Post-KFF
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Demonstrators pray together at a rally against gender-affirming care in Nashville in October 2022.

poll last year found that large
majorities support laws prohibit-
ing discrimination against trans-
gender people in workplaces,
education, the military and other
settings.

At the same time, the polls
found that about two-thirds of
Americans said trans women and
girls should not be allowed to
play in women’s sports, and solid
majorities opposed allowing
trans youth to use puberty block-
ers and hormonal treatments.

Asked how Trump’s adminis-
tration would approach LGBTQ
issues if reelected, Trump cam-
paign spokeswoman Karoline
Leavitt said in a statement that
Trump’s “second term agenda will
create a safer and more prosper-
ous America for ALL Americans,
regardless of gender, sexual ori-
entation, race, religion, or creed!”

Trump regularly portrays
transgender people as a threat to
women in his campaign speech-
es, mocking their participation in
women’s sports before laughing
crowds. Last month at a D.C.
summit for the activist group
Moms for Liberty, Trump misrep-
resented the process of gender
transition for minors, falsely sug-
gesting schools rather than par-
ents consent to a child’s medical
“operation.”

Asked what he could do as
president to address the rising
number of children identifying as
transgender, Trump said: “Well,
you can do everything. President
has such power.”

Targeting gender transition
care

Trump’s plans, if successful,
would have enormous impact.
Pulling Medicare and Medicaid
eligibility for health-care provid-
ers that offer gender transition
care to youth could effectively
halt most of that treatment across
the country, experts said, build-
ing on laws restricting the pro-
cedures for minors in more than

“I think a lot of folks feel
if they live in a so-called
blue state, they're safe
from whatever impact
a second Trump
administration can
have, and that’s
Jjust not true.”

Leslie Cooper, deputy director of the
American Civil Liberties Union’s
LGBT & HIV Project

20 states.

The Supreme Court said in
June that it would review one
such law in Tennessee, which
would mark the justices’ first
chance to weigh whether the
restrictions are constitutional.

Ben Carson, who served as
housing secretary under Trump,
said in an interview that he and
Trump have talked about what
they see as the problem of gender
transition care for minors.

“Asking them to make pro-
found decisions that will affect
the rest of their lives — those are
not reasonable things to do,” he
said, referring to treatments that
can include hormone therapy
and surgery.

Advocates for LGBTQ rights
say denying those options is cru-
el, and note that major medical
organizations support the pro-
cedures. Some are urging state
officials to set aside their own
funding for gender-affirming
care to blunt potential loss of
access under a Trump adminis-
tration.

“Politicians should prioritize
getting the country back on track,
not making life more difficult for
trans Americans,” said Ash Orr, a

spokesperson for the National
Center for Transgender Equality.
This election, Orr added, will be
critical for the trans community.

Some of Trump’s proposals on
gender identity — such as a bill
banning practices he refers to as
“child sexual mutilation”
would require a supportive Con-
gress. Many others would rely on
executive action. For example,
Trump has promised to reinstate
his first administration’s ban on
transgender people serving open-
ly in the military.

A quieter fight over gay rights

Trump’s “Agenda 47” videos,
which promote his policy plans,
dwell on trans issues at length
without discussing sexual orien-
tation. But civil rights groups say
they anticipate a second Trump
term would be consequential for
gay rights, as well.

In Trump’s first term, multiple
federal agencies quietly removed
references to sexual orientation
from anti-discrimination guide-
lines, and the administration ar-
gued in court against interpret-
ing discrimination law to cover
sexual orientation.

In the summer of 2020, Trump
appeared to publicly accept a 6-3
Supreme Court ruling in Bostock
v. Clayton County, written by
Trump appointee Neil M. Gor-
such, that concluded a federal
ban on sex discrimination in em-
ployment extends to bias against
gay and transgender people.
“They’ve ruled, and we live with
the decision,” Trump said.

But Trump’s Justice Depart-
ment suggested a narrow inter-
pretation of the high court’s rul-
ing, emphasizing potential excep-
tions for religious views and First
Amendment rights and saying in
a memo the justices’ interpreta-
tion did not necessarily translate
to areas besides employment.

Groups such as the ACLU ar-
gue that Bostock’s reasoning
should apply broadly, and some

courts have agreed. But there is
pushback. “The debate between
conservative constitutionalists
and the Biden administration is
how Bostock is applied, and the
Biden administration has taken
Bostock and applied it to every-
thing they could get their hands
on,” said Roger Severino, who led
the Office of Civil Rights in the
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services under Trump.

More recently, Severino wrote
a chapter on health policy for a
book published by Project 2025, a
conservative effort outside the
Trump campaign to recommend
personnel and policies for the
next administration. (Trump crit-
icized Project 2025 over the sum-
mer as Democrats increasingly
attacked it.) Severino argues for
reversing the Biden administra-
tion’s assertion that the Afford-
able Care Act bans federally sup-
ported health programs from dis-
criminating based on sexual ori-
entation and gender identity.

Some prominent social con-
servative allies of Trump concede
the tides have turned against
them on same-sex marriage,
which once dominated the politi-
cal fight over LGBTQ rights. “I
don’t know that there’s a policy
opportunity on that issue, on
marriage,” said Nance of Con-
cerned Women for America,
which prominently states on its
website that marriage is “be-
tween a man and a woman.”

Trump criticized the Supreme
Court’s Obergefell ruling legaliz-
ing same-sex marriage nation-
wide during the GOP primary in
2016, then said shortly after win-
ning the election that he was
“fine” with it.

Still, the 2022 Supreme Court
ruling striking down the long-
standing right to abortion — and
conservative Justice Clarence
Thomas’s suggestion at the same
time that gay rights cases need
reexamining — has made the
LGBTQ community nervous that
other precedents could fall, espe-
cially if Trump makes more judi-
cial appointments.

Charles Moran, the president
of the Log Cabin Republicans — a
group for LGBTQ conservatives
and their allies — said Trump has
been supportive, praised his first
administration’s efforts to de-
criminalize homosexuality inter-
nationally and noted that Trump
had the first Pride Coalition in
GOP presidential campaign his-
tory.

But other Trump supporters
have resisted the growing accep-
tance of same-sex marriage. Sev-
erino’s chapter in the Project
2025 policy book encourages the
next health secretary to endorse
the idea that “married men and
women are the ideal, natural
family structure.” Asked about
that idea, Moran echoed Trump
and his advisers’ distancing from
Project 2025.

“Kids sometimes write letters
to Santa Claus with their wish list
of things that they’d like,” Moran
said. Some adults “do exactly the
same thing,” he added.
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‘Right now, iU’s aboul child care.” Nevada parents say vote will reflect struggles.

CHILD CARE FROM Al

already under financial strain be-
cause of inflation.

Along with housing prices,
child-care costs are among the
last remnants of inflation haunt-
ing Americans — a point that
Biden administration economists
have conceded. Although gas,
cars and groceries, including
bread, bacon and vegetables, have
all become cheaper in the past
year, day-care costs have risen 6.2
percent — more than double the
rate of overall inflation.

Those high costs are increas-
ingly factoring into how people
plan to vote in the presidential
election, just over six weeks away.
More than one-third of mothers
who are registered to vote said
they worry “alot” about affording
child care, according to a recent
KFF poll.

Vice President Kamala Harris
has made the “care economy” a
cornerstone of her platform, vow-
ing to permanently increase the
child tax credit, add a one-time
$6,000 credit for newborns and
cap child-care costs at 7 percent of
a working family’s income. For-
mer president Donald Trump has
also said he would consider ex-
panding the child tax credit,
though he has not offered further
details. Meanwhile, his running
mate, JD Vance, has argued that
children would benefit from a
stay-at-home parent, suggesting
families should rely more on
“grandma and grandpa” to save
on child care.

“Child care is a huge piece of
the puzzle that families, especial-
ly in Nevada, have to put together
every day just to participate in the
labor force,” said Caitlin Saladino,
a director at Brookings Mountain
West, a partnership between the
D.C. think tank and the Univer-
sity of Nevada at Las Vegas. “This
is a nonpartisan issue — parents
are having a really hard time, and
it’s becoming an even bigger fo-
cus as we approach the election.”

In interviews with about two
dozen working parents in closely
divided Washoe County, all cited
finding and paying for child care
as among their top concerns.
More than half said inadequate
child care had forced them to cut
their hours at work, at hotels,
hospitals, factories and in law
enforcement. Some have quit.

“I've looked around for years
and have not been able to find
anything that’s affordable, at all,”
said Meghan Archambault, an ad-
ministrative assistant who pays
their mother $500 a month to
watch their 6-year-old twins after
school and is planning to vote for
Harris. “We live paycheck to pay-
check and go to food banks every
week. The cost of raising a family
is a major concern for us.”

Paying for child care is a partic-
ular struggle in Reno, a 24-hour
casino town where child care
needs spill over into nights and
weekends. The area has among
the least affordable child care in
the country, with day care eating
up almost 20 percent of a typical
family’s income, Labor Depart-
ment data shows.

And while the state has ben-
efited from a burst of pandemic-
era federal spending, including
$571million in child-care funding
alone, that money runs out this
month. Child-care providers say
it will be even tougher for them to
operate, and for families to afford
care, after that.

“The last few years have been a
complete roller coaster, but gov-
ernment money has helped stabi-
lize the system,” said Christine
McNally, a child-care provider
who recently expanded from one
center to three. “But now it feels
like we’re going back to wonder-
ing what happens next.”

More than two-thirds of fami-
lies at McNally’s Reno facility rely
on subsidies. Many also benefited
from the Biden administration’s
expanded child tax credit, which
gave families as much as $3,600
per child in 2021, up from $2,000,
and temporarily lifted millions of
children out of poverty. Subse-
quent efforts by the White House
to extend those credits have fiz-
zled in Congress.

For families in Reno, strength-
ened tax credits would go a long
way. Sonia and James Kretschmer
spend much more on child care
than they do on their mortgage.
The couple, both high school
teachers, pay $2,700 a month for
preschool for their 3-year-old
twins and before- and after-
school care for their 8-year-old
son. They’ve borrowed against
their home, taken on extra work
coaching soccer and bartending,
and racked up credit card debt to
make ends meet.

“I'm not a Democrat or a Re-
publican. I believe in looking at
the issues,” said Sonia
Kretschmer, 38, a social studies
teacher who is leaning toward
voting for Harris. “What is going
to help my family? What is going

ABOVE: James and Sonia Kretschmer with their three children at their home in Reno, Nev. BELOW: Christine McNally, owner of Under
the Magic Pine Tree, a Reggio-inspired learning center for infants to kindergarten age, in Reno, Nev., on Sept. 14.
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to help my community? And right
now, it’s about child care.”

The Frosts, who briefly paid
their dog sitter $150 a day for
help, finally found a long-term
solution last month: an in-home
day care that charges $250 a
week. Their daughter is happy,
they said. And Kayla, an insur-
ance agent, and Ryan, a power-
sports mechanic, are more pro-
ductive at work. The couple are
planning to vote for Trump and
are hoping tax cuts will help cover
the cost of food, gas — and child
care.

“We solved one problem when
we found this day care,” Kayla
Frost said. “But now we’re fo-
cused on how we'’re going to pay
for it. It’s a thousand-dollar ex-
pense we didn’t have before.”

Many parents in Reno said
campaign promises from either
party had been slow to break
through. They were disheartened
that child care wasn’t discussed
in the recent debate between Har-
ris and Trump. When the topic
came up in the June debate be-
tween President Joe Biden and
Trump, neither candidate offered
much of a plan.

“That was really devastating to
me, as a mom — to see [Biden and
Trump] talk more about golf than
they did about child care,” said
Laura Mastin, 38, a tech worker
with two young children. “For so
many families, child care is the
biggest day-to-day stressor.”

Mastin, a longtime Democrat,
said she is more hopeful now that
Harris and running mate Tim
Walz, a former high school teach-
er, have secured the party’s nomi-
nation. Both have championed
child-care affordability as a key
part of their platform.

FEDERICA COCCO/THE WASHINGTON POST

“We believe in a future where
every person has ... affordable
health care, affordable child care,
paid leave,” Harris said in a
speech this summer.

When asked this month how he
would enact specific policies to
help parents with child care,
Trump said it was “a very impor-
tant issue” before adding that it
paled in comparison to the “tril-
lions” he could add to the U.S.
economy by levying new tariffs on
imports. “As much as child care is
talked about as being expensive,
it’s relatively speaking not very
expensive compared to the kind
of numbers we’re taking in,” he
said at an event hosted by the
Economic Club of New York.

The Biden White House has
acknowledged that child-care
prices are one of “two areas of
critical unfinished business,” as
Jared Bernstein, chair of the
Council of Economic Advisers,
put it this summer. He placed the
blame on Congress, saying it had
nixed the administration’s plans
to address the problem, including
$15 billion to boost child-care
subsidies and fund new pre-
schools.

“Thereis every reason for these
to be bipartisan policies,” Bern-
stein said during a presentation
at EPI Action in July. “I don’t care
if you're in a red, blue or purple
state, you need a lot more afford-
able housing and child care.”

Although child care has been
bubbling up on the political stage,
some families say they haven’t
spent much time following the
candidates’ platforms. “Honestly,
it’s a lot to keep up with,” said
Alyssa Felix, 21, who hasn’t voted
before and isn’t sure she will this
year.

Felix works six days a week
making drawers at a furniture
warehouse and often relies on her
sister or her sister’s mother-in-
law to care for her daughters, ages
2 and 3. Even then, Felix says
there are many days when she has
to leave work early or call out
altogether because of child-care
issues.

One of Felix’s children recently
got into a federally funded Early
Head Start program, but it covers
only three hours a day, Monday
through Thursday, adding an-
other scheduling complication to
work around.

“Would I like day care? Of
course,” said Felix, who has been
on a waiting list for subsidized
child care for months. “But right
now there’s no way I could afford
it”

Almost 70,000 Americans said
they missed work last month be-
cause of child-care problems, a
figure that has remained elevated
since the early shock of the pan-
demic, according to Labor De-
partment data. Working mothers
in particular were almost three
times as likely as fathers to take
time off for child care last year.

Misty Grajeda, 29, recently quit
her job scheduling health-care
appointments in Reno, after it
became clear there was no way
she could care for her infant while
working full-time from home. She
managed for three months, mut-
ing the phone when her baby was
crying and rocking her with one
arm while typing with the other.
But the arrangement left her fraz-
zled, and paid care was out of the
question on her $18-an-hour
wage.

These days, she spends a few
hours delivering for DoorDash
and Instacart in the evenings,
after her husband finishes his job
painting houses. She can’t take on
a steady job until she makes it off
the state’s wait list for subsidized
care.

“I want to look for a full-time
job, but day care is very expen-
sive. I can’t afford it,” said Graje-
da, who voted for Biden in 2020
but plans to vote for Trump this
time because of her family’s fi-
nancial struggles.

“Honestly, for us,” she said, “the
economy was better when Trump
was president.”

PHOTOS BY EMILY NAJERA FOR THE WASHINGTON POST
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Facing bans, Big Tobacco puts its money on Trump

BY ISAAC STANLEY-BECKER,
DAN DIAMOND
AND JOSH DAWSEY

America’s top tobacco regula-
tor was on a work trip in the
Netherlands in September 2019
when he got wind of President
Donald Trump’s plan to take
abrupt action on vaping, the
booming business offering a sub-
stitute for smokers but present-
ing hazards of its own.

“This was coming out of left
field,” said Mitch Zeller, at the
time the director of the Food and
Drug Administration’s tobacco
center.

Zeller supported the plan
Trump put forward the next day
in the Oval Office: removing
mouthwatering flavors, such as
mango and mint, that were mak-
ing e-cigarettes so popular with
teenagers. But he feared that
Trump’s hasty rollout would
doom the effort, he said in a
recent interview.

Indeed, Trump soon shelved
the proposal amid pressure from
lobbyists and political advisers
who warned the move could en-
danger his 2020 reelection cam-
paign because of the popularity of
vaping, the heating of nicotine to
make an inhaled aerosol.

Four years later, the tobacco
industry is banking on Trump’s
chaotic approach to public health
— and pliable views on policy —
as it confronts a new challenge to
its bottom line: efforts by regula-
tors in the Biden administration
to ban menthol cigarettes, which
represent 36 percent of the ciga-
rette market.

The top corporate donor to the
main pro-Trump super PAC is a
subsidiary of Reynolds American,
the second-largest tobacco com-
pany in the United States and the
maker of Newports, the No. 1
menthol brand in the country.
The subsidiary, RAI Services
Company, has given $8.5 million
to the super PAC, called Make
America Great Again Inc., federal
records show. The company does
not appear to have contributed
money to groups backing Vice
President Kamala Harris, the
Democratic presidential nomi-
nee.

Big Tobacco’s bet on Trump
shows how corporate interests
believe the former president can
be swayed by campaign dona-
tions — and brought into line
even on issues where he has
shown some independence from
GOP orthodoxy, said former U.S.
officials and industry lobbyists.
The contributions represent a
muscular move by the company
into presidential politics. A Reyn-
olds PAC funded by employee
contributions donated just
$25,000 to a Trump campaign
committee in 2016, and the com-
pany contributed $1 million to
Trump’s inauguration in 2017.
These entities do not appear to
have made contributions in the
presidential race in 2020. A Reyn-
olds representative did not re-
spond to detailed questions about
the company’s political giving or
its interactions with Trump.

Over the past three decades,
political contributions by the in-
dustry have declined, especially
at the federal level, as companies
focused their efforts on state and
local controversies over higher
cigarette taxes and smoking pre-
vention. Reynolds’s major pro-
Trump move bucks that trend.

Brian Ballard, a prominent
Trump-aligned lobbyist whose
firm has represented Reynolds
since 2017, suggested the compa-
ny make the donations, according
to a person familiar with the
activity. Reynolds executives have
met with Trump on multiple occa-
sions in 2023 and 2024, including
a lengthy meeting earlier this
year in New York where they
emphasized their concerns about
a menthol ban, said the person,
who, like some others inter-
viewed for this story, spoke on the
condition of anonymity to reveal
sensitive details. The executives
alsoraised other subjects with the
former president, especially
counterfeit vaping pens they said
were flooding in from China
through the Port of Los Angeles
and cutting into their profits. Bal-
lard did not respond to an email
seeking comment.

Former company employees
and lobbyists, as well as former
Trump aides, said Reynolds sees
Trump as its best hope of achiev-
ing a range of objectives, includ-
ing fending off a proposed ban on
menthol cigarettes, which is in
limbo. The Biden administration
has delayed a final decision after
political advisers warned the
president that it could cost him
votes among Black smokers who
studies show favor the products.
The delay may give Trump au-
thority over the ultimate policy if
he returns to the White House.

The issue is now a thorny one
for Harris. She has previously
supported efforts to limit the
products, though her campaign
did not respond to questions

SAMUEL CORUM/GETTY IMAGES

A woman wearing a Trump hat smokes. A subsidiary of Reynolds American tobacco has given $8.5 million to a pro-Trump super PAC.

Trump spokesman also did not
respond to questions about his
view. Conservatives believe the
issue can be used to erode Black
support for Harris: A Republican-
aligned group is spearheading a
$10 million ad campaign tying
her to the administration’s pro-
posed ban.

The advertising blitz is a fur-
ther illustration of the political
significance of Big Tobacco and
its causes this November. The
industry’s influence could carry
over into policymaking next year.

Stephanie Grisham, who wit-
nessed the back-and-forth over
tobacco regulation as an aide to
both Trump and his wife, Mela-
nia, said the GOP standard-
bearer will see the Reynolds do-
nations as a sign of “loyalty” and
look to return the favor if elected.

“It would absolutely weigh on
his thinking,” said Grisham, who
has publicly disavowed Trump.

‘Bully him’

Trump is no fan of smoking.

“I tell people, ‘No drugs, no
drinking, no cigarettes, ” he said
in apodcastinterviewlast month.

For years, he has expressed
revulsion for the habit. “I watch
people smoke; it looks terrible to
me,” Trump said on the campaign
trail in 2015. “It’s terrible.”

‘When he was elected, the teeto-
taling, cigarette-averse president
seemed like a natural ally for
antismoking advocates. In 2017,
Trump’s FDA commissioner, Scott
Gottlieb, put forward a compre-
hensive tobacco strategy calling
for reduced nicotine levels in cig-
arettes.

A year later, health officials
received alarming new data that
focused their attention on e-ciga-
rettes. Vaping by minors was sky-
rocketing, driven by the populari-
ty of products offered by Juul
Labs that came with a range of
flavors, such as mango and men-
thol. In 2018, Gottlieb labeled
teen vaping an “epidemic” and
proposed ways of curbing fla-
vored e-cigarettes, saying he
wanted to ban menthol cigarettes
and flavored cigars as well.

The issue caught the attention
of Kellyanne Conway, senior
counselor to the president and
Trump’s onetime campaign man-
ager, according to Grisham,
Trump’s press secretary at the
time and also an aide to the first
lady.

According to Grisham, Conway
brought her concerns about fla-
vored e-cigarettes to Melania
Trump, knowing the first lady
wanted to work on issues involv-
ing children.

“She knew Mrs. Trump would

be able to influence her husband,”
Grisham said.

Conway said she never favored
banning flavors but “protecting
kids,” including a proposal to
raise the age to 21 for e-cigarette
sales and other tobacco products,
which Trump signed into law in
December 2019. Conway said she
doesn’t favor prohibiting prod-
ucts including vapes and menthol
cigarettes, adding, “The Demo-
crats are the party of bans.”

But when Trump gathered his
top health officials in the Oval
Officein September 2019 to act on
the issue of teenage vaping at the
urging of his wife and Conway,
senior officials framed their ac-
tion as a sweeping ban. Alex Azar,
the health secretary, said the aim
was to “clear the market” of fla-
vored e-cigarettes, including
mint and menthol, allowing the
products to be sold only once they
gained formal approval from fed-
eral regulators.

Zeller, the top tobacco regula-
tor, who was in the Netherlands
when the hasty meeting was
called back in Washington, said
he believed right away that
Trump’s approach was a mistake.
His staff hadn’t drafted anything,
Zeller said; they weren’t prepared
with regulations or policies to
make good on the announce-
ment.

“I knew there would be a vacu-
um in the aftermath of the an-
nouncement that would be filled
by all those who oppose a flavor
ban, creating a political night-
mare for the White House,” said
Zeller, who is now retired from
government and advising a phar-
maceutical start-up developing
technology to treat tobacco de-
pendence.

Within two months, Zeller’s
prediction had come to pass. As
health officials readied plans to
take most flavors off the market,
Trump’s campaign advisers pre-
sented him with data showing
that vaping was popular among
his supporters. On Nov. 4, the day
before a planned news confer-
ence to launch the decisive ac-
tion, Trump balked, refusing to
approve a one-page memo ad-
vancing the policy.

Conway was frustrated, as was
the first lady, recalled Grisham,
though she said Melania Trump
understood how her husband
would view the matter. “I think
Mrs. Trump threw up her hands
because she knew that if anything
was going to impact a potential
second term, he wasn’t going to
doit”

A Trump spokesman did not
respond to questions about the
former first lady.

Looking back, Grisham added,
the policy was bound to fail be-
cause of the chaotic way it came
about.

“Werarely did things through a
process with agencies as you
should,” she said. “So this was
more of, ‘Let’s get him in a room,
let’s convince him or bully him
with his wife there, let’s get him to
say yes and say it publicly’ ”

Early the following year, the
Trump administration moved
forward with a scaled-back plan
to limit flavored e-cigarettes, no-
tably exempting the popular
menthol flavor from the regula-
tion. Public health groups were
incensed. The American Lung As-
sociation said the lack of more
decisive action would “compro-
mise the health of our nation’s
children.”

Alienating the base

Public health experts turned
their hopes to Joe Biden, who had
emerged as a major advocate for
cancer prevention in the waning
days of the Obama administra-
tion.

“If I could be anything, I would
have wanted to have been the
president that ended cancer, be-
cause it’s possible,” Biden said in
October 2015, as he announced
that he would not seek the presi-
dency that cycle while grieving
his son Beau’s death from brain
cancer.

Biden oversaw the Obama ad-
ministration’s cancer moonshot
and, after leaving office, stood up
his own cancer initiative in 2017,
in which he repeatedly warned
about the risks of smoking. Biden
also signaled that fighting cancer
would be a presidential priority,
vowing on the 2020 campaign
trail to renew his efforts to ad-
dress the disease.

“Once we beat covid, we’re go-
ingto do everything we can to end
cancer as we know it,” Biden said
in February 2021, several weeks
after taking office. Two months
later, federal regulators an-
nounced their intention to ban
menthol products, and, in April
2022, the FDA released its pro-
posed rule.

The political sensitivities of
banning menthol were immedi-
ately apparent, with some Black
lawmakers and advocates saying
it represented an unfair crack-
down on products favored by the
Black community. White House
aides, meanwhile, stressed that
Biden was deferring to public
health experts, as the administra-
tion asserted that the planned
ban could prevent as many as
654,000 deaths in the United
States — including as many as
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about her current position. A A proposed ban on menthol cigarettes would hurt Newport, the top-selling menthol brand in the U.S.

238,000 among African Ameri-
cans — over the next 40 years.

Menthol, a chemical found in
mint plants that can also be made
in alab, provides a cooling sensa-
tion when added to cigarettes,
making smoking less harsh. A
study based on Canada’s experi-
ence outlawing menthol ciga-
rettes in 2017 concluded that a
similar ban in the United States
would lead 1.3 million Americans
to quit smoking and save hun-
dreds of thousands of lives.

According to two current U.S.
officials and one former senior
official, Biden had support for his
cancer efforts inside the White
House from Harris, the daughter
of a cancer researcher, who as a
senator had signed a 2018 letter
supporting a ban on menthol cig-
arettes. Fighting cancer “is an
issue of personal significance to
so many and for me,” Harris said
in February 2022 remarks, re-
flecting on her mother’s death
from breast cancer. “You see, after
a lifetime working to end cancer,
cancer ended my mother’s life.”

The vice president’s office de-
clined to address her position on
the menthol ban. A Harris aide
said that the issue “is being taken
very seriously” but that no deci-
sion had been reached.

But as regulators worked to
finalize the administration’s men-
thol rule, warnings of the political
blowback became more acute.
Cornell Belcher, a Democratic
pollster, issued a memo last year
arguing that a ban risked alienat-
ing Biden’s “base supporters” in
the 2024 election, citing his own
polling in battleground states.
Belcher’s poll and analysis were
funded by Altria, a tobacco com-
pany. Neither Belcher nor Altria
responded to requests for com-
ment.

There has been effectively no
progress on the menthol ban over
the past year, officials said, with
the White House repeatedly miss-
ing its self-imposed deadlines to
finalize it. In April, Health and
Human Services Secretary Xavier
Becerra released a terse, two-
sentence announcement that the
administration needed “signifi-
cantly more time” to consider
debate over the ban. Asked this
month about the status of the
ban, federal officials referred
back to Becerra’s statement.

Even if Biden belatedly moves
to finalize the rule, it could now
be blocked or rolled back by a
newly elected Trump because it
requires one year to be fully im-
plemented.

Meanwhile, Harris is already
facing well-funded attacks over
the administration’s proposed
ban.

A memo circulated by a group
called Building America’s Future
— which is staffed by veterans of
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis’s un-
successful bid for the Republican
presidential nomination — de-
scribes menthol as “The Niche
Message That Can Reverse Har-
ris’ Consolidation of Black Vot-
ers.” The nonprofit is part of an
effort to spend $10 million on ads
linking her to the stalled rule and
targeting Black voters in the bat-
tleground states of Arizona, Geor-
gia, Michigan, North Carolina
and Wisconsin.

Changing the debate

Black smokers have similarly
been at the heart of a lobbying
campaign undertaken by Reyn-
olds, according to internal docu-
ments obtained by The Washing-
ton Post.

One document, marked “confi-
dential,” outlined the “objectives”
of the company’s influence ef-
forts. Among them: “Change the
debate on menthol in DC.”

Advocates for prohibition say

banning menthol would reduce
chronic disease and save lives,
especially among Black Ameri-
cans. Reynolds has sought to flip
that argument on its head. In
another memo circulated to com-
pany lobbyists, Reynolds argued
that a ban would weaken rela-
tions between communities of
color and law enforcement. The
one-page memo bluntly warns of
an “increased likelihood the po-
lice will use force on a person of
color” if police were required to
enforce a ban, which it calls
“counter to progressive policing
principles.”

The memo includes statements
from prominent civil rights activ-
ists, including the Rev. Al Sharp-
ton, who is quoted in the memo
arguing that any consideration of
banning menthol cigarettes must
“include a candid discussion
about racial disparities and selec-
tive prosecution in communities
of color” The National Action
Network, which Sharpton found-
ed, has received donations from
Reynolds, as both the civil rights
leader and the company have ac-
knowledged. They have declined
to detail the amount. Sharpton’s
organization did not respond to a
request for comment.

The company has used a simi-
lar argument on Capitol Hill, tell-
ing lawmakers that a menthol
ban would “create another Eric
Garner situation,” said a former
Reynolds lobbyist, referring to
the 43-year-old Black man killed
in 2014 by police after he was
stopped on suspicion of illegally
selling single cigarettes.

Public health advocates and
policymakers have dismissed
those arguments as false and in-
flammatory, noting that the
crackdown targets retailers,
wholesalers, distributors and oth-
er businesses — not individual
smokers.

Claims that a menthol ban
would lead to abusive policing in
Black communities are “unfound-
ed,” 21 attorneys general wrote to
Biden in January. “The FDA
plainly states that federal author-
ities will not enforce the proposed
menthol ban against individual
consumers.”

At the same time, Reynolds has
been eyeing what the former lob-
byist said the company views as a
more potent tool to prevent pro-
hibition of menthol cigarettes:
putting Trump back in the White
House.

When he was first elected in
2016, Trump wasn’t seen as
friendly to the industry, said a
former Reynolds executive. “We
all knew his profile: doesn’t drink,
never smoked,” the former execu-
tive said.

The company gave little to his
campaign but donated to Trump’s
inauguration, which secured ex-
ecutives a spot at a dinner with
the newly minted president, said
a person who attended. In 2017,
Reynolds also put $1.5 million
into the pro-Trump nonprofit
America First Policies, according
to a corporate disclosure.

Though the company has made
bipartisan political donations,
senior leaders appreciate that Re-
publicans are more lenient with
the industry than are Democrats,
said a former longtime employee.
“The mindset of the organization
was, ‘If we can get a conservative
leader in place — at thelocal level,
atthe statelevel and at the federal
level — it would benefit the indus-
try, ” this person said.

That preference became more
pronounced as the Biden admin-
istration pursued its menthol
ban, said the former lobbyist. The
issue is critical for Reynolds: A
ban would spoil one of the compa-
ny’s most significant recent ven-
tures — the acquisition in 2015 of
the Lorillard Tobacco Company,
which makes the Newport brand
of menthol cigarettes.

“The whole reason they bought
this company is about to be
banned,” said the former lobbyist.

Reynolds executives feel they
narrowly escaped a ban under
Biden and can’t count on their
good fortune should Harris win
the presidency, said the former
lobbyist and other former em-
ployees. They said the aim now is
not just to help elect Trump but
also to deepen the company’s re-
lationship with him.

Zeller, the former top tobacco
regulator, said the company’s
plan could work. Trump’s ex-
pressed disinterest in the fine
points of public policy and the
anti-regulatory agenda of the
people likely to staff his potential
second term would make him
“susceptible to outside interests,
financial or otherwise,” he ar-
gued.

Regulators made modest but
surprisingly significant gains in
antismoking efforts when Trump
was last in the White House,
Zeller said. A second Trump term,
he predicted, would be different.

“Those days are long gone,”
Zeller said.

Clara Ence Morse contributed to this
report.
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A bottle of water per email: ‘The energy cost ol Al

BY PRANSHU VERMA AND SHELLY TAN

Roughly a quarter of Americans have used ChatGPT since the chatbot’s 2022 release, according to the Pew Research Center — and every query exacts a cost. Chatbots
use an immense amount of power to respond to user questions, and simply keeping the bot’s servers cool enough to function in data centers takes a toll on the
environment. While the exact burden is nearly impossible to quantify, The Washington Post worked with researchers at the University of California at Riverside to
understand how much water and power OpenAI’s ChatGPT, using the GPT-4 language model released in March 2023, consumes to write the average 100-word email.

Once

Once weekly for a year

A 100-word email generated by an Al chatbot using GPT-4...

Requires 519 milliliters of water, a little
more than 1 bottle

(C (o

Let’s look first at water.

Each prompt on ChatGPT flows through a server that runs thousands of calculations to

determine the best words to use in a response.

Requires 27 liters, about 1.43 water cooler jugs

Water usage depends on the data center’s location

Milliliters of water required for Al chatbots using GPT-4 to generate a 100-word email by
location of data center.

In completing those calculations, these servers, typically housed in data centers, generate heat.

Often, water systems are used to cool the equipment and keep it functioning. Water transports the

Washington

heat generated in the data centers into cooling towers to help it escape the building, similar to how

the human body uses sweat to keep cool, according to Shaolei Ren, an associate professor at UC

Riverside.

Where electricity is cheaper, or water comparatively scarce, electricity is often used to cool these

Arizona

lllinois

warehouses with large units resembling air-conditioners, he said. That means the amount of water

and electricity an individual query requires can depend on a data center’s location and vary widely.
Even in ideal conditions, data centers are often among the heaviest users of water in the towns

where they are located, environmental advocates said. But data centers with electrical cooling

systems also are raising concerns by driving up residents’ power bills and taxing the electric grid.

Once

Once weekly for a year

lowa
Wyoming
Virginia

Texas

925

464

462

369

353

235

A 100-word email generated by an Al chatbot using GPT-4...

Requires 0.14 kilowatt-hours (kWh) of
electricity, equal to powering 14 LED light
bulbs for 1 hour

99999
99999
9999

@

@

Requires 7.5kWh, equal to the electricity consumed
by 9.3 D.C. households for 1 hour

Once weekly for a year by 1 out of 10 working Americans

20 days

Here is how much a query draws in electrical power.

Data centers also require massive amounts of energy to support other activities, such as cloud computing, and
artificial intelligence has only increased thatload, Ren said. If a data center is located in a hot region — and relies on air
conditioning for cooling — it takes a lot of electricity to keep the servers at a low temperature. If data centers relying on
water cooling are located in drought-prone areas, they risk depleting the area of a precious natural resource.

In Northern Virginia, home to the world’s highest
concentration of data centers, citizen groups have pro-
tested construction of these buildings, saying they are not
only loud energy hogs that don’t bring in enough
long-term jobs, but also eyesores that kill home values. In
West Des Moines, Iowa, an emerging hotbed of data
centers, water department records showed that facilities
run by companies like Microsoft used around 6 percent of
all the district’s water. After a lengthy court battle, the
Oregonian newspaper forced Google to disclose how
much its data centers were using in The Dalles, about 80
miles east of Portland; it turned out to be nearly a quarter
of all the water available in the town, the documents
revealed.

Before chatbots can even fulfill a request, a huge
amount of energy is spent training them. The large
language models that allow chatbots like ChatGPT to
generate lifelike responses all require servers to analyze
millions of pieces of data.

It can take months to train these advanced computer
models, according to Al experts and research papers, and
tech companies such as Google, Meta and Microsoft are
scrambling to build data centers.

Each one continuously churns out heat.

Big tech companies have made numerous pledges to
make their data centers greener by using new cooling
methods. Those climate pledges are often not met.

In July, Google released its most recent environmental

report, showing its carbon emission footprint rose by 48
percent, largely due to Al and data centers. It also
replenished only 18 percent of the water it consumed — a
far cry from the 120 percent it has set as a goal by 2030.
“Google has along-standing commitment to sustainabili-
ty, guided by our ambitious goals — which includes
achieving net-zero emissions by 2030,” said Mara Harris,
a spokesperson for Google.

“Al can be energy-intensive and that’s why we are
constantly working to improve efficiency,” said Kayla
Wood, an OpenAl spokesperson. Ashley Settle, a Meta
spokesperson, said in a statement that the company
prioritizes “operating our data centers sustainably and
efficiently, while ensuring that people can depend on our
services.” Craig Cincotta, a general manager at Microsoft,
said the company “remains committed to reducing the
intensity with which we withdraw resources,” and added
that Microsoft is working toward installing data center
cooling methods that “will eliminate water consumption
completely.”

Tech companies such as Nvidia will keep creating
computer chips that generate more kKilowatts of power per
server to do more computations, experts said. Al is
creating unprecedented demands on data centers that far
outpace any in recent history, Ren said.

“The rapid rise of AI has dramatically changed this
trajectory,” Ren said, “and presented new challenges the
industry has never met before.”

Microsoft’s data center used 700,000
liters of water while training GPT-3.

It takes about 6,992 liters of water to
produce 1 pound of beef, mostly used
to grow feed, clean the farm and
hydrate cows.

Training GPT-3 has the same water cost
as producing 100 pounds of beef,
nearly twice what an average American
eatsin a year.

Once weekly for a year by 1 out of 10 working Americans (roughly 16 million people)

Requires 435,235,476 liters, equal to the water consumed by all Rhode Island households for 1.5 days

1468ml

Requires 121,517 megawatt-hours (MWh), equal to the electricity consumed by all D.C. households for
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Meta used 22 million liters of water
training its LLaMA-3 open source
Al model

It takes about 4,956 liters of water to
produce 1 pound of rice, which is
grown almost completely submerged
under water.

q'q
LLaMA-3’s water cost equals about

4,439 pounds of rice, about what 164
Americans consume in a year.

&slbs

Methodology Water and electricity costs were calculated by Ren for ChatGPT-4 at an average American data center. A full methodology can be found in their paper “Making Al Less “Thirsty”: Uncovering and Addressing
the Secret Water Footprint of Al Models.” D.C. electricity consumption figures calculated from the U.S. Energy Information Administration’s 2023 state energy reports. Rhode Island daily water use from the National

Environmental Education Foundation. Beef and rice per capita consumption numbers from U.S. Department of Agriculture food availability data and the OECD’s agricultural outlook. Water footprint estimates sourced from:

Livestock Science’s “Assessing water resource use in livestock production: A review of methods” and Science’s “Reducing food’s environmental impacts through producers and consumers.”
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THE WORLD

Putin struggles to defend red lines as threats lose potency

There’s a growing realization in the Kremlin that the West is not falling for its nuclear threats, and it’s searching for new ways to respond

BY CATHERINE BELTON
AND RoBYN DIXON

When Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin warned earlier this
month that Western approval for
Ukraine to strike deep inside Rus-
sia would mean Moscow was at
war with NATO, Russian propa-
gandists rushed to rattle the nu-
clear saber.

Alexander Mikhailov, director
of the Bureau of Military Political
Analysis, called for bombing ply-
wood mock-ups of London and
Washington — complete with re-
productions of Buckingham Pal-
ace, Big Ben and the White House
— to simulate nuclear strikes, so
that they would “burn so beauti-
fully that it will horrify the
world.”

The speaker of the lower house,
Vyacheslav Volodin, warned that
strikes on Russia would lead to
war with nuclear weapons and
reminded the European Parlia-
ment that its headquarters in
Strasbourg was only a three-min-
ute flight for a Russian ICBM.

But inside the Kremlin, there is
a growing recognition that the
repeated use of the nuclear threat
is starting to lose its potency and
Moscow’s red lines are constantly
being crossed. Analysts and offi-
cials close to senior Russian dip-
lomats said instead that Putin is
casting around for a more nu-
anced and limited response to the
West allowing Ukraine to use
longer range missiles to strike
Russia.

“There has been an overflow of
nuclear threats,” said a Russian
official speaking on the condition
of anonymity because of the sen-
sitivity of the subject. “There is
already immunity to such state-
ments, and they don’t frighten
anyone.”

A Russian academic with close
ties to senior Russian diplomats
agreed, calling the nuclear option
“the least possible” of scenarios,
“because it really would lead to
dissatisfaction among Russia’s
partners in the Global South and
also because clearly, from a mili-
tary point of view, it is not very
effective.”

“All this discussion of the nu-
clear threshold overexaggerates
the threat of such a type of escala-
tion and underestimates the pos-
sibility of alternative options,” the
academic added. “Since the West
has a global military infrastruc-
ture ... a lot of vulnerable points
can be found.”

Putin is searching through a
range of options to deter Western
support for Ukraine and try to
enforce his red lines, said Tatiana
Stanovaya, the founder of France-
based political consultancy R-
Politik. “There are options he
doesn’t want to deploy, and there
are options he is ready to review
today,” she said, and he sees nu-
clear weapons as the “worst op-
tion for everyone including for
himself”
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Russian S-400 missile air defense systems are paraded through Red Square during a rehearsal of the Victory Day military parade in 2022.
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People talk with officials at a damaged multistory residential building outside Moscow on Sept. 10.

Nuclear measures or a direct
attack on NATO territory would
only be considered if “Putin feels
thereis a threat to the existence of
Russia in its current form, when
he considers there is no other way
out,” she said. “For such a situa-

tion, the West should go a lot
further than what it is discussing
now.”

Russian officials already ap-
peared to be placated to some
degree by the United States’ ap-
parent hesitation so far to lifting

restrictions on Ukraine striking
military targets deep inside Rus-
sia using Western missiles. The
expectation was growing that if
permission was granted it would
be “very limited,” analysts and
officials said.

Putin, however, is still under
pressure to respond in some way
and stop his red lines from being
constantly crossed.

“There is an understanding
that the red lines drawn by Mos-
cow are being ignored by the
West, and there should be weight-
ier and more significant steps
from Moscow to demonstrate the
seriousness of its intentions,” said
the academic.

Since the 2022 invasion, Russia
has warned against the West sup-
plying modern fighter jets like
F-16s, main battle tanks and mis-
siles to Ukraine, and each has
eventually come to pass.

Putin is seeing a trend where
Ukraine’s western allies keep al-
lowing Kyiv to expand its activi-
ties, said Stanovaya, and the
trend is scaring him, especially if
it leads to increased missile
strikes inside Russia. “For Putin
this is a qualitative shift which
takes the situation to a new level
and which could be followed by a
further expansion.”

Moscow could opt to respond
with sabotage operations against
military targets or other infra-
structure in the West where Rus-
sia’s participation could be diffi-
cult to prove. It could also turn to
proxy groups that are already
battling Western interests, like
the Houthi militia in Yemen that

has been attacking Red Sea ship-
ping, said Lawrence Freedman,
emeritus professor of War Studies
at Kings College, London — high-
lighting a possibility also raised
by the Russian academic.

“He doesn’t want to turn into
anything dramatic or drastic, in
the sense of nuclear, or direct
fighting between our troops and
his troops, but [that] doesn’t
mean to say that there’s not some-
thing serious going on,” Freed-
man said.

Sergei Markov, the hawkish
Kremlin-connected political ana-
lyst, said there was a growing
realization in the top ranks of the
Russian military that “Russia has
spoiled the West, and that we
have spoken a lot about red lines
but we haven’t done anything. At
some point we will have to esca-
late”

Markov suggested possible re-
sponses could include the closure
of the British Embassy in Moscow
and strikes on air bases in Poland
and Romania where F-16s being
deployed by Ukraine are based.
“Since Russia is sure that at some
point strikes on Moscow will defi-
nitely happen, then we need to hit
first,” he said.

While Stanovaya dismissed
any such strikes on a NATO air
bases as unlikely and only in case
of desperation, the nuclear rheto-
ric does have its uses. Both she
and Markov point out how mem-
bers of Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump’s cam-
paign have amplified Moscow’s
threats as a campaign issue.

This week, Trump and former
independent presidential candi-
date Robert F. Kennedy Jr. wrote
in an op-ed for the Hill that a
decision to grant Ukraine permis-
sion to use Western long-range
missiles “would put the world at
greater risk of nuclear conflagra-
tion than at any time since the
Cuban missile crisis” and called
for direct negotiations with Mos-
cow instead.

Putin could seek to increase
the threat and play a “golden
card” by escalating before the
elections, Markov claimed. “If Pu-
tin escalates, then the U.S. will
fear nuclear war and Trump will
win.”

Freedman also noted that Pu-
tin’s nuclear threats were deliber-
ately ambiguous to increase their
sense of danger. “It sounds men-
acing, but he never actually is
very specific about what he’s go-
ing to do. He allows us to make
our own interpretations, and peo-
ple interpret the worst.”

Ultimately, however, as the ef-
fectiveness of this approach
wanes, Putin has not yet figured
out what to replace it with, said
Stanovaya, and uncertainty was
growing since “no one under-
stands” which responses Putin
would eventually choose for ev-
ery concrete action.

“I think Putin doesn’t under-
stand either,” she said.

UNITED NATIONS

Pact aims to save
global cooperation

The U.N. General Assembly
approved a blueprint Sunday to
bring the world’s increasingly
divided nations together to
tackle challenges from climate
change and artificial intelligence
to escalating conflicts and
increasing inequality and
poverty.

The 42-page “Pact for the
Future” challenges leaders of the
193 U.N. member nations to turn
promises into real actions that
make a difference to the world’s
more than 8 billion people.

The pact was adopted at the
opening of the two-day “Summit
of the Future” called by U.N.
Secretary General Anténio
Guterres, who challenged
leaders: Implement the pact.
Prioritize dialogue and
negotiations. End “wars tearing
our world apart” from the
Middle East to Ukraine and
Sudan. Reform the U.N. Security
Council. Accelerate reforms of
the international financial
system. Ramp up a transition
from fossil fuels. Listen to young
people and include them in
decision-making.

The pact’s fate was in question
until the last moment. There was
so much suspense that Guterres
had three prepared speeches:
one for approval, one for
rejection and one if things
weren’t clear, U.N. spokesman
Stéphane Dujarric said.

The summit opened with

Russia’s deputy foreign minister
proposing amendments that
would have significantly watered
down the pact.

Speaking on behalf of Africa’s
54 nations — which opposed
Russia’s amendments — the
Republic of Congo countered
with a motion not to vote on the
amendments. That motion was
approved to applause. Russia got
support only from Iran, Belarus,
North Korea, Nicaragua, Sudan
and Syria.

— Associated Press

MARTINIQUE

Amid unrest, France
sends anti-riot police

France has sent a group of
special anti-riot police that has
been banned for 65 years to the
French Caribbean island of
Martinique, where protesters
have gathered despite the
government barring
demonstrations in parts of the
island.

The force arrived over the
weekend after the local
representative of France’s central
government in its overseas
territory said protests were
forbidden until Monday in four
municipalities. The government
also issued a curfew.

The restrictions came after
violent protests broke out on the
island last week over the high
cost of living, with gunfire
injuring at least six police
officers and one civilian. But the
bans were met by defiance by
many on the island, and massive
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A man attends the ninth annual Pilgrimage of the Blessing of Helmets on Sunday. The event draws tens
of thousands of motorcyclists to the Roman Catholic holy shrine of Fatima in Portugal.

peaceful protests broke out
Saturday night.

Martinique’s leaders
requested the French anti-riot
police, in a historic shift for the
island. Known as the Companies
for Republican Security, the force
was banned in the French
territory following bloody riots
in December 1959 that ended in
the deaths of a number of young
demonstrators.

— Associated Press

Russia launched strikes in the
UKkrainian city of Kharkiv that
hit high-rise apartment
buildings, leaving at least 21
wounded in a second
consecutive nighttime attack,
authorities said. The bombs fell
Saturday night on the district of
Shevchenkivsky, north of the
center of Kharkiv, governor Oleh
Synyehubov said. Kharkiv’s city
council said 18 buildings were
damaged. The wounded included

an 8-year-old child, according to
Synyehubov and Kharkiv Mayor
Thor Terekhov. Ukrainian
officials said KAB-type aerial
glide bombs — a retrofitted
Soviet weapon that has for
months laid waste to eastern
Ukraine — were used in both
attacks. President Volodymyr
Zelensky condemned the strike
and urged Kyiv’s Western allies
to send more weapons to help it
“protect lives and ensure safety.”

A roadside blast in Pakistan hit
a convoy of foreign diplomats,
killing a policeman and injuring
four others, an official said
Sunday. The diplomats were
traveling to a tourist area in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province,
which borders Afghanistan and
is a base for militant groups,
including the Pakistani Taliban.
They were visiting at the
invitation of the local chamber of
commerce and industry, police
officer Javed Khan said. There
was no claim of responsibility for
the attack. A statement from the
Foreign Ministry said an advance
scout police vehicle was hit by an
improvised explosive device. The
blast occurred at the tourist spot
and hill station of Malam Jabba,
one of Pakistan’s two ski resorts.
The diplomats were from
Indonesia, Portugal, Kazakhstan,
Bosnia, Zimbabwe, Rwanda,
Turkmenistan, Vietnam, Iran,
Russia and Tajikistan.

German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz’s Social Democrats (SPD)
managed to fend off the far-right
Alternative for Germany (AfD) in
a state election in Brandenburg
on Sunday after trailing behind
the party throughout the
campaign, according to exit
polls. The SPD, which has
governed the state surrounding
the capital Berlin since
reunification in 1990, scored
32 percent of the vote, ahead of
the AfD with 29 percent, in a
last-minute comeback, according
to an exit poll by broadcaster
ZDF.

— From news services
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Israeli forces shut down Al Jazeera’s West Bank bureau

BY LEO SANDS,
NI1HA MASIH
AND RACHEL PANNETT

Israeli security forces shut
down Al Jazeera’s Ramallah bu-
reau in the West Bank on Sunday,
the country’s latest action
against one of the few news
organizations providing nearly
uninterrupted coverage of the
war in Gaza and a surge in
violence in the West Bank.

Footage broadcast on Al
Jazeera’s Arabic network showed
heavily armed Israeli troops en-
tering the bureau on Sunday
morning. According to the net-
work, soldiers arrived around
3 a.m. and ordered employees to
evacuate within 10 minutes,
leaving any equipment behind.
Al Jazeera said a 45-day closure
order was handed to the Ramal-
lah bureau chief, Walid al-Omari.

None of the network’s employ-
ees were harmed in the raid, but
some journalists were threat-
ened with laser-pointed weap-
ons, Al Jazeera said — preventing
them from covering the opera-
tion. On Sunday, it said the
bureau was sealed off with two
large metal plates welded over
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Posters of slain Al Jazeera journalist Shireen Abu AKkleh hang from the outlet’s Ramallah office Sunday.

the entrance, making it inacces-
sible. In a subsequent statement,
the Israel Defense Forces said it
had confiscated the broadcast-
er’s equipment.

Israeli Communications Min-
ister Shlomo Karhi confirmed
that security forces raided the
news organization’s main West
Bank offices to “shut down the
station” and enforce a closure
order. In a statement on X, he
accused the Qatari-government-
backed network of being a
“mouthpiece” for Israel’s en-
emies and said Israel was acting
to protect the safety of its sol-
diers.

In a statement Sunday, Al
Jazeera condemned the raid as a
“criminal act” and said it reject-
ed the claims made by Israeli
officials. “Israel’s ongoing sup-
pression of the free press is
blatantly aimed at concealing its
actions in the Gaza Strip and the
occupied West Bank,” the net-
work said.

Al Jazeera is one of the few
international broadcasters pro-
viding largely uninterrupted cov-
erage of Israel’s war inside Gaza.
International journalists have
been unable to enter the Strip

outside of the occasional embed
with Israeli forces.

In a statement, Israel’s Foreign
Press Association said it was
“deeply troubled” by the move
and urged Israeli authorities to
reconsider. “Restricting foreign
reporters and closing news chan-
nels, signals a shift away from
democratic values,” the associa-
tion’s board said.

Israel issued a similar closure
order that shut down Al Jazeera’s
Jerusalem operations in May and
banned its reporters from oper-
ating inside the country. At the
time, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said the closure fol-
lowed a unanimous vote by Isra-
el’s war cabinet. He accused the
network’s correspondents of hav-
ing “harmed the security of Isra-
el” and said “the time has come
to eject Hamas’s mouthpiece
from our country.”

Dozens of Palestinian journal-
ists have been killed during the
conflict, according to press advo-
cacy groups. Several Al Jazeera
journalists have also been Kkilled
in Gaza.

Louisa Loveluck contributed to this
report.

Netanyahu heightens rhetoric as Hezbollah clash widens

ISRAEL FROM Al

deepest large barrage fired by the
group since hostilities escalated
last year. Hezbollah announced
that it conducted a similarly deep
attack in May, but it appeared to
involve fewer munitions.

Israel said it had struck hun-
dreds of Hezbollah targets in
Lebanon since Saturday. Leba-
non’s Health Ministry announced
that three people had been Kkilled
and four wounded in the strikes
overnight. In Israel, sirens sound-
ed across the north, and the Israel
Defense Forces restricted gather-
ings in the area.

Israel also begun moving sig-
nificant ground forces to its
northern border, including the
powerful 98th army division that
participated in some of the heavi-
est fighting in Gaza, according to
an official familiar with the mat-
ter, speaking on the condition of
anonymity.

“The price Hezbollah is paying
is increasing,” Israel Defense
Forces Chief of Staff Herzi Halevi
said Sunday. “Our strikes will
intensify.”

In a town outside Haifa, Isra-
el’s Iron Dome defense system
failed to intercept a Hezbollah
projectile on Sunday. The muni-
tion landed on a residential street
and left three lightly injured.

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant said Israeli operations
“will continue until we reach a
point where we may ensure the
safe return of Israel’s northern
communities to their homes.” He
said Israel would “employ the
means necessary” to achieve its
goal.

Hezbollah began launching at-
tacks against Israel on Oct. 8 in
solidarity with Hamas; violence
along the border has since dis-
placed tens of thousands of peo-
ple on both sides. For months, the
White House has tried to broker a
deal between Israel and Hezbol-
lah, but it has failed to gain
traction. Hezbollah, which is
backed by Iran, has said it refuses
to negotiate as long as Israel is
still striking Gaza.

White House national security
spokesman John Kirby warned
that a full-fledged war in the
north may not be “the best thing
for Israel” and that “escalating
this conflict militarily” is not the
best way to get Israeli hostages
home.

In a separate interview Sun-
day, Kirby said the United States
is trying to negotiate a diplomatic
solution to avoid a regional con-
flagration, but conceded that
U.S.-led efforts to secure a cease-
fire and hostage release in Gaza
have been stalled for weeks.

E.U. foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell said “the European Union
is extremely concerned by the
escalation in Lebanon,” pledging
that finding a diplomatic solution
to the conflict would be high on
the agenda at the upcoming Unit-
ed National General Assembly.

“A cease-fire is urgent, across
the Blue Line as in Gaza. Civilians
on both sides are paying a high
price. They will also be the ones
suffering once again the mostina

full-blown war,” he said.

In Lebanon, Hezbollah is still
reeling from Israeli attacks that
killed senior members of the
group’s leadership and disman-
tled key communications net-
works. Within a week, explosives
placed inside pagers and radios
maimed thousands, mostly Hez-
bollah fighters.

Hezbollah leader Hasan Nas-
rallah said the explosive attacks
“crossed all red lines” and con-
ceded that they dealt a “major
security and military blow” to the
militant group.

“It is an act of war against the
people of Lebanon, Lebanon’s
sovereignty. It is a declaration of
war,” Nasrallah said in a video
address Thursday.

The next day, an Israeli air-
strike Kkilled one of Hezbollah’s
top commanders, Ibrahim Aqil,
in Beirut’s southern suburbs. The
attack leveled a nine-story apart-
ment building on a residential
street in the middle of the after-
noon. Residents at the site said
entire families were at home in
their apartments at the time of
the attack.

The death toll from the strike
rose to 51 on Sunday, according to
Lebanon’s Civil Defense. Medical
workers and children were
among the casualties, according
to the Health Ministry.

Emergency crews worked for

days to clear the rubble and
recover victims. Ten people re-
main unaccounted for, and in
some cases the dead will only be
identifiable through their DNA,
according to health and emergen-
cy personnel.

The target of the strike, Aqil
was head of Hezbollah’s opera-

tions and wanted by the U.S.
government for his alleged role in
abducting Americans in Lebanon
in the 1980s. The State Depart-
ment identified Aqil as a “princi-
pal member” of the Islamic Jihad
Organization, which claimed re-
sponsibility for two bombings in
Lebanon in the 1980s that killed

AMR ABDALLAH DALSH/REUTERS

258 Americans.

Following the attacks, the
United States issued fresh warn-
ings to its citizens in Lebanon.
American citizens were urged to
leave the country through avail-
able commercial options, “due to
the unpredictable nature of on-
going conflict” between Hezbol-

HEIDI LEVINE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

ABOVE: Residents clear debris
in Moreshet, Israel, following a
rocket barrage fired from
Lebanon. LEFT: Hezbollah
deputy leader Naim Qassem
leads funeral prayers for
Ibrahim Aqil and Mahmoud
Hamad on Sunday.

lah and Israel “and recent explo-
sions throughout Lebanon.”

In Israel, in the town outside
Haifa hit by a Hezbollah projec-
tile Sunday, emergency workers
hurried to clear charcoaled
wreckage from a residential
block.

Glass and blown-out cars lit-
tered the street. By midmorning,
alarge Israeli flag had been hung
over the outer wall of one of two
homes that were hit. Residents
were shocked, and some were
angry.

“Our government doesn’t care
about us,” said Moshe Bichman,
73. In his home, a block away
from the strike, windows were
blown out by the blast. He said
all-out war with Hezbollah was
on the horizon.

“People will be leaving the
country because there is no secu-
rity here,” he said.

Timsit reported from London, Berger
from Kiryat Bialik, Israel, and Soroka
from Tel Aviv.
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Taliban laws find new target: Men

AFGHANISTAN FROM A1l

on men have come as a surprise to
many in Afghanistan, according
to a range of Afghans, including
Taliban opponents, wavering sup-
porters and even members of the
Taliban regime, who spoke in
phone interviews over the past
two weeks. In a society where a
man’s voice is often perceived as
far more powerful than a wom-
an’s, some men now wonder
whether they should have spoken
up sooner to defend the freedoms
of their wives and daughters.

“If men had raised their voices,
we might also be in a different
situation now,” said a male resi-
dent of the capital, Kabul, who
like others interviewed for this
story spoke on the condition of
anonymity or that only their first
names be used because of fears of
drawing unwanted scrutiny from
the regime. “Now, everyone is
growing a beard because we don’t
want to be questioned, humiliat-
ed,” he said.

The Taliban’s new rules govern-
ing men pale in comparison with
restrictions the government has
placed on girls and women, who
remain banned from going to
school above sixth grade, barred
from universities and were re-
cently prohibited from raising
their voices in public, among
many other rules.

But newly empowered reli-
gious morality officers, known for
their white robes, have been
knocking over the past four weeks
on the doors of men in some parts
of Kabul who haven’t recently
attended mosque, according to
residents. Government employ-
ees said they fear they’ll be let go
for having failed to grow their
beards, and some barbers now
refuse to trim them. Increasingly,
male taxi drivers are being
stopped for violating gender seg-
regation rules, by having unac-
companied female riders in their
cars, or for playing music.

The new laws give the morality
police authority to detain sus-
pects for up to three days. In
severe cases, such as repeated
failure to pray in the mosque,

4
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TOP: Men ride motorcycles in Kandahar, Afghanistan, on Aug. 28.
While women have faced severe regulations for years, new Taliban
laws have begun imposing restrictions on men. ABOVE:
Mannequins with tinfoil covering their heads at a store in Kabul.

suspects can be handed over to
courts for trial and sentencing
based on their interpretation of
Islamic sharia law. Violations of
the new rules are expected to be
punished by fines or prison terms.
But people found guilty of some
infractions, for example adultery,
could be sentenced to flogging or
death by stoning.

Amir, a resident who lives in
eastern Afghanistan, said he sup-
ported the Taliban up until the
latest restrictions. But he now
feels bullied into submission by
their morality police.

“We all are practicing Muslims
and know what is mandatory or
not. But it’s unacceptable to use
force on us,” he said. He added,
“Even people who have supported
the Taliban are now trying to
leave the country.”

Most men interviewed for this
story live in Kabul, the country’s
most cosmopolitan city, or other
urban areas. Residents of more
conservative and traditional
parts of Afghanistan said they
have noticed barely any changes.
Amaleresident of rural Helmand,
in southern Afghanistan, said no
one in his village has concerns
and such rules have long been
customary there. “No morality

police has showed up here so far.
They focus on the cities,” he said.

The new restrictions appear to
reflect a broader shift in the bal-
ance of power inside the Taliban,
with the most conservative el-
ements either gaining influence
or seeking to assert themselves
more aggressively in urban areas,
according to Western officials
and Afghan critics of the Taliban.

The Ministry of Vice and Vir-
tue, which directs the morality
police, could not be reached for
comment. A former senior official
with the Ministry of Vice and
Virtue denied that the ministry is
increasingly turning into a shad-
ow law enforcement agency, say-
ing its primary responsibility re-
mains preaching. He spoke on the
condition of anonymity because
he is no longer authorized to
respond to journalists.

The new restrictions on wom-
en include a ban on them raising
their voices, reciting the Quran in
public and looking at men other
than their husbands or relatives.
Women must also cover the lower
half of their faces in addition to
donning a head covering they
were already expected to wear.

The crackdown by morality po-
lice in urban areas, where some
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religious rules had been rarely
enforced, has heightened anxiety
among women. For men, it has
come as a shock.

A 36-year old male driver in
Kabul said the new restrictions
feel “enormous” and pose a grow-
ing hardship for his work. His
revenue has declined by 70 per-
cent since late August, he said,
partly because the Taliban has
begun enforcing a rule that bans
women from traveling alone in
taxis.

Even in some government of-
fices, a new sense of dread has set
in. A former Taliban supporter
recalled how a friend, who still
works for the regime, recently
had his salary withheld because
his beard wasn’t sufficiently long.

“We are hearing that some of
the civil servants, whose beards
were shorter than the required
length, were barred from enter-
ing their departments,” said a
government employee, speaking
on the condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized to
speak to journalists.

For the past three years, Af-
ghan women often felt alone in
their anguish. Some grew exas-
perated by their husbands’ si-
lence or growing support for the
Taliban, which tried to win public
favor by building roads and re-
pairing tunnels.

Several women said they hope
their protests will soon be joined
by Afghan men. “Men were silent
from Day 1, which gave the Tali-
ban the courage to keep imposing
such rules,” said a 24-year-old
female resident in Kabul. “Now,
the Taliban is finally losing men’s
support,” she said.

Others are skeptical whether
criticism of the rules can make a
difference.

In interviews, several Kabul
residents said they have begun in
recent weeks to look more seri-
ously into leaving the country.

“But if more young people flee
this country,” said a male Kabul
resident, “there won’t be any hope
atall”

Haqg Nawaz Khan and Lutfullah
Qasimyar contributed to this report.

Taliban officials speak during a news conference in Kabul on Aug. 20. The Taliban seized power in Afghanistan three years ago.

Iranian coal mine blast
from gas Kkills at least 51

BY SUSANNAH GEORGE

An explosion caused by a meth-
ane leak at a coal mine in eastern
Iran killed at least 51 people and
injured 20, according to Iranian
state media broadcasts Sunday.

Images from the scene showed
emergency personnel at the site, ar-
riving in ambulances and helicop-
ters. Teams on foot carried victims
from the mine’s entrance. One man
on a stretcher was covered in thick
black soot. Othervictims werebeing
pulled out in metal mining carts.

Mohammad-Ali Akhondi, head
of the provincial crisis manage-
ment department, said the death
toll was expected torise asrescuers
struggled to operate underground.
He said many of those trapped are
in a location that is “700 meters
diagonally” beneath the surface.

The mine is located in Tabas, a
cityin the country’s east.

News of the blast first emerged

late Saturday, when state media
reported that emergency person-
nel were being sent to the area. One
report said around 70 people were
working in the mine at the time of
the explosion. Another report said
those trapped could be in a tunnel
as deep as 250 meters.

The Iranian Red Crescent said
“gas accumulation in the mine” was
also frustrating rescue efforts.

Iran’s new reformist president,
Masoud Pezeshkian, who will be
addressing the UN. General As-
sembly this week, issued a state-
ment ordering an investigation
into the “painful” incident. “I offer
my heartfelt condolences to the
compatriots who lost their loved
ones in this incident and consider
myself a partner in their grief;” he
said.

Local authorities announced
three days of mourning in South
Khorasan province, where the mine
islocated.

Electronics attacks on Hezbollah lead
Iranian-backed allies to rethink devices

IRAN FROM A1l

began Tuesday, when thousands of
pagers distributed by Hezbollah ex-
ploded simultaneously across Leb-
anon, causing fear and panic on
busy streets and in supermarkets,
as the injured overwhelmed hospi-
tals. The assault continued
Wednesday with the detonation of
more devices, including two-way
radios. Lebanon’s Health Ministry
said 37 people were Killed over both
days and about 3,000 wounded.

Israel and Hezbollah have fought
alow-level conflict for nearly a year,
with the militant group linking its
attacks to the war in Gaza. But the
complex pager and radio operation
stunned Hezbollah, which wields
significant military and political
power in Lebanon and counts Iran
asits keybenefactor.

In a speech Thursday, Hezbol-
lah leader Hasan Nasrallah said
the attack dealt an “unprecedent-
ed blow” to the group, which be-
gan handing out the pagers in the
spring. Hezbollah was worried
that the intelligence behind Isra-
el’s targeted assassinations of key
commanders was based on hacked
cellphone data, and in July, Nasral-
lah ordered his forces to stop using
cellphones altogether.

The group has long prided itself
on being able to fight Israel’s “tech
sophistication with simplicity,”
said Amal Saad, a Hezbollah spe-
cialist and lecturer at Cardiff Uni-
versity’s School of Law and Politics.

But Israel’s apparent ability to
infiltrate supply chains, perhaps
years in advance, as well as pen-
etrate the group’slow-tech commu-
nications network, has also sent
ripples of fear through Iran’s web of
armed groups in the region, includ-
ing in Syria, Iraq, Yemen and the
Palestinian territories. Like Hez-
bollah, some of these groups
stepped up attacks on U.S. and Is-
raeli targets to protest Israel’s mili-
tary campaign in the Gaza Strip.

In Iraq and Syria, militants were
already spooked by the precision of
recent strikes targeting senior
members, including in Baghdad,
and they feared that Israel or the
United States had attached tracking
devices to items the groups import-
ed from abroad, according to Lahib
Higel, senior analyst for Iraq at the
International Crisis Group.

“Israel has used a key vulnera-
bility in the way Iran and its prox-
ies operate,” said Michael Horo-
witz, head of intelligence at Le
Beck International, a Middle East-
based risk consultancy. “They tend
torelyin parton dual-use commer-
cially available products and
parts,” he said, which “makes their
supply chains quite vulnerable to a
potential intelligence operation of
thelikes I think we are seeing.”

“This is a vulnerability that ex-
tends beyond Hezbollah to all of
Iran’s proxies and Iran itself,” Horo-
witz added.

In Iraq, the sprawling network of
militias loyal to Iran doesn’t use
pagers, and they are probably less
vulnerable to a similar type of at-
tack, Higel said.

A senior member of the Islamic
Resistance in Iraq, a network of
Iranian-backed militant groups op-
erating in Iraq and Syria, said the
coalition was already “very cautious
regarding the use of electronic de-
vices, fully aware that they are
eavesdropping tools.”

The member, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity to discuss
asensitive subject, said fighters are
not allowed to have smartphones;
instead, they use basic phones that
they keep switched off and turn on
only when necessary. Militant
leaders also exchange messages
through wired connections or
hand-delivered paper notes.

Still, after the explosions in Leba-
non, “orders were also issued for a
comprehensive inspection of all
other devices,” the member said.

In Iraq and Yemen, which is
partly controlled by the Iranian-

backed Houthis, the relative dis-
tance from Israel affords militant
groups a small measure of protec-
tion. The Houthis essentially oper-
ate as a state in northern Yemen
and control the country’s telecom-
munications institutions from the
capital, Sanaa, said Ahmed Nagi,
the International Crisis Group’s
senior analyst for Yemen. Theyalso
don’t have an extensive history of
conflict with Israel, he said, so it’s
unlikely that Israeli intelligence
would have been interested in lay-
ing the groundwork for a major
covert operation there.

But the Lebanon attacks were a
“game changer;” and the Houthis
are “going to reassess all their sup-
plier networks, things related to
their telecommunication devices
hardware, because it’s not some-
thing normal,” Nagi said.

Nasruddin Amer,a Houthispokes-
man, said the group was following
the device explosions and “learns les-
sons” from events in Lebanon.

Hezbollah, however, was always
one of Israel’s primary targets. “The
priority for Israel is always Hezbol-
lah, given its superior capabilities
and history of conflict with the Jew-
ish state,” said Bilal Saab, a former
Pentagon official and head of the
U.S.-Middle East practice of Trends
Research and Advisory, a consult-
ing firm.

“Hezbollah is more vulnerable
because the Lebanese terrain is ide-
al for intelligence collection and op-
erations: weak state capacity, politi-
cal division and economic collapse,”
hesaid.

The other group in Israel’s
crosshairsis Hamas, which foryears
controlled the Gaza Strip. Before
that, its fighters operated largely
underground.

Israel Killed chief Hamas bomb
maker Yahya Ayyash in 1996 by rig-
ging his cellphone with explosives.
The bomb detonated when he an-
swered the phone in Gaza.

Ibrahim al-Madhoun, a Turkey-
based Palestinian political analyst
who is close to Hamas, said the
group detected other attempts to
tamper with its communications
networks in Gaza. In 2018, a
botched undercover Israeli mission
— reportedly to infiltrate Hamas’s
private communications system —
ended in a firefight and Hamas’s
discovery of Israeli spying devices
planted underground in central
Gaza, Al Jazeera reported. After a
brief war with Israel in 2021, Mad-
houn said, Hamas officials scanned
and discovered compromised elec-
tronic devices being shipped into
Gaza on numerous occasions.

Hamas has long been on guard
against this type of sabotage, he
said — since 2008, the group’s mili-
tary wing has used a wired tele-
communications system in Gaza,
though Israeli bombardment dur-
ing the current war has damaged
the network significantly.

Nonetheless, since October,
Hamas chief Yahya Sinwar — Isra-
el’s most wanted man, who is be-
lieved to be hiding in the group’s
extensive tunnel network in the en-
clave — has managed to smuggle
messages to Hamas officials abroad,
including recent letters addressed
to the leaders of Hezbollah and the
Houthis in Yemen.

Basem Naim, a senior Hamas of-
ficial, declined to comment on
whether the group would take addi-
tional security measures in the
wake of the Lebanon attacks.

Butwhile Israel mayhave intend-
ed to instill fear among Hezbollah
and its allies, analysts said, that
doesn’t necessarily mean Israeli in-
telligence agencies could carry outa
covert attack of similar sophistica-
tion and scale elsewhere in the re-
gion anytime soon.

“Wehave to remember that thisis
quiteasignificant capability thatthe
Israelis have that they have now re-
vealed,” said Higel, the Iraq analyst.
“That takes a while to build up, and
they probably are not going to be
able toreplicate it in the same way.”
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Looking for an iPhone 167 Here’s how and when to buy it.

Smaller carriers may
be a better deal for
you in the long run

BY SHIRA OVIDE

There’s nothing so great about
the iPhone 16 models that you
need one. (For other options, visit
wapo.st/iphonealternatives.)

But if you plan to take the
plunge, we dug into data to find
the best time to get the biggest
deals on a new iPhone.

If your top priority is spending
the least to own a phone, though,
you might do best ignoring those
device discounts and switching
to a smaller cellphone company.
You could save more than $800
over three years in one common
scenario we analyzed.

Comparing your potential sav-
ings on cellphone plans will
make your head hurt. I have
some advice that can make it less
awful.

The best time to buy is ...

If youre among the majority
of Americans who buy new
phones from a large cellphone
carrier, the best discounts on the
iPhone 16 for most people are
likely to be right about now.
That’s according to an analysis
of iPhone discount trends by the
price comparison site Navi.

Black Friday and the stretch
around Christmas are also peak
times for promotions on the
latest iPhones, Navi data shows,
but you often need to switch
cellphone carriers to get the best
device deal.

If you wait until after Christ-
mas, discounts on new iPhone
models tend to be more modest.
But Navi says you are likely to
find good deals from large
phone companies on the still-
great iPhone 15 models from
2023.

Navi’s website has price
trends for a bunch of phones to
see if now is a good time to
maximize discounts. The iPhone
16 data is not reliable yet. The
price comparison pages do let
you set alerts when phone prices
drop from current levels.

The caveats you need to know

Navi analyzed discounts if
you’re buying a new iPhone and
are on a monthly unlimited plan

from one of the country’s Big 3
cellphone carriers — AT&T, T-
Mobile and Verizon — or two
cable-and-internet companies
that also offer cellphone service,
Xfinity and Spectrum.

If you buy an iPhone from a
smaller phone company or from
Apple or have a low-cost cell-
phone plan, you will not get the
top-tier discounts.

The Big 3 companies offer
promotions and no-interest
loans — with many strings at-
tached — to let you pay off a
discounted iPhone over two or
three years. If you quit early, you
give up a lot of your device
savings.

Go the extra step: Consider
switching phone carriers

It’s not necessarily the cheap-
est option to take a “free” new
phone.

Let’s say you have one line on
AT&T’s Unlimited Starter SL cell-
phone plan that costs about $73 a
month including estimated taxes.
AT&T is offering promotions for a
free upgrade to an iPhone 16, if
you trade in your current iPhone
that’s up to four years old.

Over the three years you're
committed to AT&T’s terms, your
cellphone bills come to $2,613,
Navi says.

Ifyou instead switched to Spec-
trum, Navi figures you’d pay near-

ly full price, or $715, for an iPhone
16. But over three years, your costs
— including the phone and an
unlimited plan at $30 a month for
one line — work out to $1,795.

You just saved more than $800
over three years. (You can only
buy Spectrum or Xfinity cellphone
plans if you also have internet
service from the company.)

In many but not all scenarios
Navi examined, you’d save money
ditching a Big 3 carrier for the
typically lower-priced unlimited
plans from Xfinity or Spectrum —
even if you had to pay nearly full
price for a phone.

If you have three or more
mobile lines and especially if
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youre buying new phones for
them, Navi data suggests you
might do better with a higher-
cost Big 3 plan.

Your savings can be even big-
ger with a smaller cellphone com-
pany such as Consumer Cellular,
Mint Mobile (owned by T-Mobile)
or Google Fi.

The alternative cellphone car-
riers aren’t right for everyone.
They may not have stores you can
walk into to get help. Their plans
often lack frills such as a Netflix
subscription included. Some
don’t give you unlimited data.

But if all you care about is
having solid cellphone service at
a low price, the cable companies

and smaller cellphone carriers
might be right for you. They all
use the same mobile networks as
the Big 3, though in theory your
phone surfing might be slower if
many people are using their
phones at once.

There’s no easy way to find
your ideal cellphone plan. Navi’s
price comparison tools and the
cellphone guide from Consumer
Reports can help. You will prob-
ably also need to type options
you’re considering into carriers’
websites.

Shopping around for cell-
phone plans is complicated on
purpose. The pain might be
worth it.

Health system to pay $65 million after hackers leaked nude patient photos

It had refused to pay a
ransom above $5 million
to recover the images

BY DANIEL GILBERT

In March 2023, a Pennsylvania
woman received a phone call from
a health-care executive that left
her in disbelief: Hackers had ob-
tained photos of her naked body
while she underwent radiation
treatments and posted them to a
dark corner of the internet.

Lehigh Valley Health Network
refused to pay a ransom “in ex-
cess” of $5 million to recover the
photos and other stolen patient
information, but it couldn’t side-
step financial damages from the
breach.

The unidentified woman, who
is in her 50s and known as Jane
Doe, became the lead plaintiffin a
class action suing Lehigh for fail-
ing to safeguard highly sensitive
patient information, including
nude photos of hundreds of can-
cer patients. On Sept. 12, a law
firm announced that Lehigh had
agreed to pay $65 million to settle
the case.

As hackers penetrate American
health-care firms with alarming
regularity, the episode reveals
how cyberthieves are exploiting
uniquely sensitive data — with
devastating human and financial
consequences.

Data breaches that compro-
mise health information of hun-
dreds of Americans happen on a
near-daily basis, according to a
Washington Post review of cases
compiled by the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services
going back to 2022. The FBI’s
Internet Crime Complaint Center
received more reports of ransom-
ware attacks on health-care in-
dustry targets last year than any
other of the 16 sectors it tracks.

The Lehigh Valley case also
highlights the legal predicaments
for health-care organizations that
are increasingly targeted by hack-
ers, leaving them vulnerable to
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Data breaches that compromise health records of Americans happen on a near-daily basis, according to a Washington Post review of cases.

both the cybercriminals and sub-
sequent lawsuits brought by pa-
tients whose lives are upended by
abreach.

That is especially the case for
health systems that possess sensi-
tive photos of patients taken for
clinical reasons. Delivering radia-
tion therapy to patients typically
involves using X-ray and photo-
graphic images to develop a treat-
ment plan, accordingto the Amer-
ican Society for Radiation Oncolo-

“The type of data that was ex-
posed, it’s a game changer,” said
Carter Groome, CEO of First
Health Advisory, a digital-risk
firm. “This was so much more of a
tangible, direct distress to those
people who trusted the organiza-
tion,” he said.

Disclosing data breaches is

leading to lawsuits more often,
according to law firm Baker-
Hostetler, which found that more
than 58 incidents disclosed last
year prompted one or more law-
suits, a roughly 38 percent in-
crease over the year before. The
BakerHostetler tally is not limited
to health care.

Some experts say health-care
organizations have made signifi-
cant headway in shoring up their
cyber defenses, but they remain
vulnerable in large part due to
their complexity — with computer
networks connecting physicians,
insurers, pharmacies and all man-
ner of vendors that supply equip-
ment and services.

A Lehigh Valley Health spokes-
person said the cyberattack was
limited to a network supporting a
single physician practice in Lack-

awanna County, in northeast
Pennsylvania, and confirmed it
did not pay a ransom. “Patient,
physician and staff privacy is
among our top priorities, and we
continue to enhance our defenses
to preventincidentsinthe future,”
he said.

It isn’t clear how common inti-
mate patient photos are exposed
in hacks. A plastic surgeon in
Beverly Hills disclosed a cyber-
attack last year that included “im-
ages taken in connection with the
services rendered at our office,”
sparking litigation. A second plas-
tic surgery clinic also disclosed a
hack around the same time.

Meredith Schnur, a cyber prac-
tice leader at Marsh McLennan,
said her team has seen hackers
make off with patient photos, but
not necessarily nude ones. The

Lehigh Valley case is “kind of an
anomaly,” she said. “That’s a pret-
ty large settlement.”

Hackers have increasingly gone
after critical cogs in supply chains
such as UnitedHealth Group’s
Change Healthcare subsidiary,
which routes claims from phar-
macies and health-care providers
to insurers and facilitates pay-
ment. The hack of Change in Feb-
ruary crippled practices around
the country and exposed the
health information of a “substan-
tial proportion of people in Amer-
ica,” the company has said. Unit-
edHealth has spent $1.4 billion
responding to the attack through
the first half of the year, it said in a
securities filing last month.

The ransomware gang believed
to be behind the Change hack,
ALPHYV, is also the same one ac-

cused of hacking Lehigh Valley.
The FBI doesn’t support paying a
ransom in such attacks, pointing
out that there’s no guarantee that
the hackers will return the data
and that paying can encourage
more attacks. Butthe CEO of Unit-
edHealth, which brought in near-
ly $200 billion of revenue in the
first half of 2024, said he directed
the company to pay the $22 mil-
lion ransom, telling Congress it
was “one of the hardest decisions
I've ever had to make.”

Lehigh Valley Health, based in
Allentown, Pa., did not pay the
ransom. After discovering the
breach in February 2023, an exec-
utive for the health system called
patients to inform them that
hackers had posted their personal
information — including nude
photos — to the dark web, which
consists of hidden websites that
aren’t accessible through conven-
tional search engines like Google.

The class-action lawsuit re-
counts how the executive offered
an apology to the woman in her
50s and, “with a chuckle, two
years of credit monitoring.” The
cancer patient had no idea that
thehealth system had stored nude
photos of her on its computer
network, according to the lawsuit,
and was in a state of “complete
disbelief.”

“The pictures are really diffi-
cult to look at,” said Patrick How-
ard, an attorney representing the
plaintiffs. His legal team hired a
cybersecurity expert who located
the images that hackers had post-
ed onthedark web, enabling them
to “establish each person’s infor-
mation that was actually online.”

The proposed settlement,
which still requires a judge’s ap-
proval, would provide a payout to
nearly 135,000 patients and
health-system employees affected
by the breach. But 80 percent of
the $65 million is earmarked for
those whose nude photos were
published to the dark web, ac-
cording to the agreement. How-
ard said that category includes
about 600 men and women, who
stand to receive upward of
$75,000 each. As thelead plaintiff,
Jane Doe could receive $125,000.
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Musk blinks first, bows to pressure in Brazil to reopen X

Social network reassigns
legal representative,
blocks users as advised

BY TERRENCE McCoy

RIO DE JANEIRO — For more
than three weeks, a question has
loomed over Brazil and much of
the tech world: Who would back
down first?

Would it be Elon Musk, whose
refusal to comply with orders
from a Brazilian judge had re-
sulted in the suspension of the
social network in one of its
largest markets?

Or would it be Alexandre de
Moraes, the taciturn jurist who
issued the order?

This weekend appears to have
brought an answer.

The social network X, former-
ly known as Twitter, said Friday
that it had taken steps to comply
with demands issued by the
Brazilian Supreme Court to end
the impasse that has severed the
company from one of its most
active markets. These included
naming a representative in the
country and blocking accounts
that Moraes had accused of
propagating misinformation
and undermining Brazilian de-
mocracy. Much of the company’s
fines have also been paid.

Moraes responded on Satur-
day with a short judicial order
that asked for additional docu-
ments. He gave the company five
days to complete the paperwork
to legalize its presence in Brazil
and asked several agencies to
inquire into X’s legal standing in
Brazil.

He did not provide a timeline
for when X might resume opera-
tions in Brazil, or if it will.

The judicial compliance by X
amounts to nothing short of
capitulation by the billionaire
tech mogul, who has sought to
assume the global mantle of
right-wing free speech cham-
pion since he took over the social
network in 2022.

In Brazil, one of X’s most
active markets, Musk found not
only a battleground to wage his
ideological campaign but per-
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Demonstrators in Sao Paulo take part in a protest Sept. 7, calling for the impeachment of Supreme Court jurist Alexandre de Moraes, who
had imposed a nationwide block on X. On Friday, the social network said it had taken steps to comply with the judge’s demands.

haps his most bitter political
opponent in Moraes.

In many ways, the men are
opposites. Musk is a glib billion-
aire who courts controversy and
the spotlight. Moraes, an austere
jurist, almost exclusively com-
municates with the world in the
dense legalese of his judicial
orders. In the global schism over
the limits of free speech amid
polarization and misinforma-
tion, they have come to repre-
sent opposite poles.

Musk has overseen the loosen-
ing of speech guardrails on X,
pushed for a network where
most everything is permissible

and cozied up to political figures
accused of wielding misinforma-
tion to enhance their power.
Moraes, through his role as
director of the Brazilian Su-
preme Court’s investigation into
fake news on social media, has
transformed himself into one of
the world’s most aggressive
prosecutors of misinformation.
He frequently issues directives
to tech companies to suspend
accounts he accuses of spread-
ing misinformation that could
endanger Brazil’s democracy.
The men have frequently
clashed in recent months over
such orders, often in personal

language. Musk has called Mo-
raes a dictator and derided him
as a Brazilian Lord Voldemort,
the villain in the Harry Potter
series. Moraes has named Musk
a target in a criminal investiga-
tion and tied him to what he
calls “digital militias” threaten-
ing to rupture Brazilian democ-
racy.

August standoff

The mutual animosity deep-
ened in August. Musk continued
to refuse to suspend accounts
targeted by Moraes’s probe. Mo-
raes upped the fines. X didn’t
pay. Then Moraes ordered the
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arrest of attorney Rachel de Ol-
iveira Villa Nova, who was acting
as X’s legal representative in
Brazil.

In response, Musk removed
Villa Nova from her post and
pulled X’s physical presence
from Brazil, a legal requirement
to operate as a business in the
country.

Moraes told him to name a
new representative — or else he
would suspend the network.
Musk refused. And on Aug. 30,
Moraes ordered the suspension
of a social media network that
more than 20 million Brazilians
had long used to debate politics,

Ng, Sadun and Beane explore the ways artificial intelligence could
transform America’s workforce, economy and classrooms.

Andrew Ng
Founder, DeeplLearning.Al
and Co-Founder & Chair,
Coursera

Raffaella Sadun
Professor,
Business Administration,
Harvard Business School

Matt Beane
Assistant Professor,

Technology Management,

UC Santa Barbara and
Author, “The Skill Code”

To register for program updates, visit wapo.st/futurist2024
or scan code below with a smartphone camera:

PRESENTING SPONSOR aWS

@POSTLIVE #POSTLIVE

Content from AWS

Ishit Vachhrajani
Director, Enterprise
Strategy, Amazon Web
Services

sports and pop culture.

From the beginning of the
impasse, it was clear which of
the men had more leverage.
Other justices lined up behind
Moraes’s decision. Right-wing
figures in Brazil tried to mobilize
around the issue of censorship,
but their complaints didn’t seem
to resonate beyond their bub-
bles. In a country awash in social
media platforms, many had al-
ready stopped using X by the
time of its suspension. And those
still on the network started
flocking to other platforms.

It was clear Brazil could live
without X.

But it wasn’t clear X could live
without Brazil.

Then, last week, Brazilian offi-
cials accused the network of
trying to circumvent the suspen-
sion. The company rerouted its
internet traffic using the third-
party security firm Cloudflare,
enabling a new path to its site by
bypassing the virtual blockade.
Brazilians swarmed back onto
the site.

X said the misdirection had
been unintentional, and the dig-
ital route was closed by Wednes-
day night. Brazilian officials ac-
cused the company of purpose-
fully countervailing a judicial
order.

“There is no doubt that the
platform, X, once again, intends
to disrespect the Brazilian judi-
ciary,” Moraes said. Accusing X
of “willful, illicit and persistent
recalcitrance,” he fined the com-
pany nearly $1 million.

Within days, the company had
reassigned Villa Nova as its legal
representative in the country.

The capitulation by Musk was
met by relief by many in Brazil.
The decision to suspend X was
seen by many here as extreme.
But in a country deeply protec-
tive of its sovereignty and sensi-
tive to foreign meddling, many
also felt Musk had gone too far in
attacking Brazil’s highest court.

“X didn’t back down because
of reason, but because it bowed
to pressure,’ the editorial board
of the newspaper O Globo said
Saturday. “The suspension of the
platform, while necessary to as-
sure the sovereignty of the coun-
try, should not go on for too
long.”

LISTEN WHEREVER PODCASTS ARE AVAILABLE
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Sri Lanka set for shake-up as socialist wins presidency

Election is the first since

South Asian nation’s
2022 debt default

BY KARISHMA M EHROTRA
AND HAFEEL FARISZ

NEW DELHI — Marking a new era
in Sri Lankan politics, a socialist
has won an election to be the next
president, beating out main-
stream parties that have ruled
since independence, in the first
election since the island nation’s
disastrous debt default in 2022,
according to early returns Sun-
day.

Anura Kumara Dissanayake,
known as AKD, heads a Marxist
party that was involved in armed
uprisings in the 1970s and 1980s
but has long been out of power.

Having risen from the ashes of
a brutal government crackdown
and rebranded itself over recent
decades, the party is now leading
a leftist and social democratic
coalition that has tapped into
popular anger by promising to
renegotiate a bailout program
with the International Monetary
Fund, fight corruption and usher
in a social revolution.

Dissanayake drew a little over
40 percent of the vote, including
in the south, which had been a
bastion of the country’s two
mainstream parties.

Roughly 75 percent of 17 mil-
lion eligible voters headed to
polls Saturday, in the first elec-
tion since one of the country’s
worst financial meltdowns, with
significant repercussions for its
economic recovery. With no can-
didate reaching the 50 percent
mark on the first count, the
country tallied second preferenc-
es on votes for the first time in
history.

After Sri Lanka’s default two
years ago, protesters flooded the
presidential palace, forcing Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa to flee
and eventually resign. Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who was voted
into power by Parliament after
Rajapaksa’s ouster, was seeking
another term. But there were also
more than three dozen other can-
didates vying to convince voters
that they are best placed to guide
the country through a much-
needed financial recovery.

‘What could the result mean?

Rajapaksa had cut taxes right
before the pandemic, gutting
state revenue and ushering in an
unprecedented debt default and
skyrocketing inflation. Global fi-
nancing was at the heart of the
election, and two neighbors stuck
in a major geopolitical battle —
China and India — are closely
watching how events unfold.

“We recognize that India and
China have global ambitions,”
said Harini Amarasuriya, a mem-
ber of Parliament from the leftist
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TOP: Supporters of Anura Kumara Dissanayake cheer his victory.
ABOVE: Dissanayake heads a left-leaning coalition that promises
to renegotiate a bailout with the International Monetary Fund.

coalition. “We aren’t averse to
investment at all. We just want it
done the proper way. We don’t
want any corruption.”

For decades now, Chinese
loans have propelled major infra-
structure projects in the country,
contributing to its debilitating
debt. India, with some assistance
from the United States, has begun
playing catch-up.

Some contenders pulled for-
eign investments into electoral
focus. Dissanayake said he would
cancel the $442 million wind
power project run by the Indian
tycoon Gautam Adani, saying it
threatens the country’s “energy
sovereignty.”

Adani is also working on a port
project in Colombo with Ameri-
can financial assistance.
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‘What were the main issues?

This election was a referendum
on austerity measures that were
implemented soon after the fi-
nancial crash. Wickremesinghe
had sought help via a $2.9 billion
IMF bailout, which required the
state to introduce measures such
as raising taxes and privatizing
several state companies.

Many of those economic trou-
bles continue to distress Sri Lank-
ans, with the cost of living and
taxes remaining central concerns.

However, the country’s econo-
my has more recently grown be-
yond expectations, with slowing
inflation. Just a couple of days
before the election, the country
received another boost with a
draft deal to restructure its
$12.5 billion in foreign debt.

But the macro changes seem
not to have shifted the mood on
the ground. Poverty levels contin-
ue to rise, according to the World
Bank, with more than a quarter of
the population living below the
poverty line.

Sri Lanka’s election, said
Nilanthi Samaranayake of the
U.S. Institute of Peace and the
East-West Center, has brought to
the fore “tangible electoral conse-
quences” of global banks’ impact

on a developing economy.

‘Who was on the ballot?

There were nearly 40 candi-
dates, but the race became a
three-way battle for the first time
in the island’s history.

The incumbent, Wickremes-
inghe, 75, ran on a call to keep the
IMF program and its austerity
measures in place. With many
tenures as prime minister, he was
seen by voters as part of the old
guard responsible for Sri Lanka’s
economic plunge. But Wickrem-
esinghe has taken credit for pull-
ing Sri Lanka out of extreme
economic instability.

Two other top candidates
called for a renegotiation of the
IMF deal.

Opposition candidate Sajith
Premadasa leads a centrist group
that broke away in 2020 from
Wickremesinghe’s party. The for-
mer cabinet minister, whose fa-
ther was assassinated when he
was president, campaigned on
lowering taxes and the cost of
living by renegotiating the IMF
bailout. He previously lost to Ra-
japaksa in the 2019 presidential
contest.

But the Kkey challenger was
Dissanayake.

CHAMILA KARUNARATHNE/EPA-EFE/SHUTTERSTOCK

“We want to ensure that there
are more social protection mea-
sures for the poorer,” Amarasuri-
ya, of his leftist coalition, told The
Washington Post.

The nephew of the deposed
president, Namal Rajapaksa, is
the latest member of Sri Lanka’s
most powerful political family to
have run for office but was not
seen as a top contender.

‘Who was expected to win?

Analysts had said the election
would be incredibly tight. Some
early surveys showed Dissan-
ayake in the lead, with many
supporters among the protesters
who stormed the presidential pal-
acein 2022.

Foreign Minister Ali Sabry, a
supporter of incumbent Wick-
remesinghe, told The Post that
the IMF program was a well-
thought-out agreement.

“Many parties have promised
renegotiation of the agreement
with the IMF, but I don’t think
that is a realistic goal or possibili-
ty,” he said. “Discontinuity or even
the specter of it would have seri-
ous repercussions.”

Farisz reported from Colombo, Sri
Lanka.

She took a

BY MAHAM JAVAID

Like scores of honeymooners
before her, Laura Murphy docu-
mented the dreamy details of her
European excursion on social me-
dia, such as attending a perform-
ance of “Phantom of the Opera”
and a James Bay concert and
wandering through London
bookstores.

But Murphy’s posts have
drawn millions of viewers largely
because of what is missing.

Murphy, 28, is on a solo honey-
moon after her fiancé unexpect-
edly died the month before their
wedding date.

Murphy began documenting
the trip on her TikTok account as
a way of processing her feelings
and hoping to connect with oth-
ers who had experienced a similar
loss. The “grief account,” which
began with about 20 followers,
mostly her close friends, was also
meant to give the bereaved lawyer
a reason to leave her hotel room
every day.

But her first video under the
username @murphs_up was
viewed more than 3 million
times, and more than 47,000 peo-
ple started following her. Murphy
has found a grief community she
didn’t know existed.

When her partner, Devon
O’Grady, 31, died after a sudden
cardiac event in May, Murphy got
an outpouring of support from
her and her fiancé’s families but
still felt alone in her grief, she
said.

“It’s very lonely and isolating
because I knew no one my age
who had lost a partner,” she told
The Washington Post. “I needed
to find people who could relate
because I wanted to know how to
goon”

While still home in Corner
Brook, a small town on New-

foundland, Murphy came across a
few young people online who had
experienced a loss like hers. She
found it “inspiring” that some of
them had taken solo trips they
had prebooked with their part-
ners.

“I also felt I needed to remove
myself from my hometown and
our house. I was just sort of
sitting there for months not
knowing what to do with myself,”
she said.

Murphy said she left on the trip
to explore “if life is worth living
after something like this.”
Through her videos she has found
comfort in the kindness of strang-
ers online who can relate to her
loss, she said.

“I’'ve decided to document my
journey because grief can be in-
credibly isolating,” she said in her
first TikTok, over a montage of
raw video clips from her first day
in the city. “Maybe I’ll connect
with even one other person who
has been through something sim-
ilar”

Murphy’s videos are generally
unfiltered and gritty, with darkly
lit scenes. The journal-like narra-
tions are heartbreaking, uplifting
and tinged with humor all at the
same time, as she presents a
summary of how she felt at vari-
ous points in her day.

“Grief is not linear,” she says in
a video, noting that she can be
enjoying herself in one moment
and in tears the next.

Murphy met O’Grady in 2021in
St John’s, Newfoundland. She was
interviewing for a summer posi-
tion at a law firm where he
worked. Because of an elevator
outage, she climbed 12 flights of
stairs to the office, only to find she
was trapped in the stairwell and
the phone in her leather back-
pack had a dead battery.

O’Grady heard banging on the

Introverted and grieving, she posted TikToks
and discovered how alone she really isn’t

r
LAURA MURPHY

Laura Murphy, Devon O’Grady and Leni in 2022.

“Before this, I thought of myself
as a very private person.”

Laura Murphy, whose fiancé died the month before
their wedding date

door and came to rescue her, she
said. Later, they told each other
that in that moment he had
dubbed her “the backpack girl”
and she began referring to him as
“the cute guy.”

She was hired, and the two
formed a friendship until even-
tually he asked her out. Their first
date was to Cape Spear, the east-
ernmost point in North America.
They watched the sun rise togeth-
er over the Atlantic Ocean.

He had planned a grand pro-
posal during a vacation in Ari-
zona in March 2023, but he
couldn’t even wait to cross the
border, Murphy said. O’Grady
proposed while they were still at
an airport hotel in Toronto.

They planned a June wedding
in Murphy’s father’s backyard
overlooking the Humber River,
and a life together in Corner
Brook with their two bernedoo-
dles: Leni and Chewy.

They had tickets booked for a
honeymoon in England in Au-
gust, and then planned to play it
by ear and travel more widely.

O’Grady’s death in May is still
raw for Murphy. The sudden car-
diac event happened while they
were both at work, their offices
across the hall from each other.

“I won’t go into detail because
it’s really traumatic for me,” she
said. “I was there for the whole
thing.”

Murphy had never traveled
alone before the honeymoon.
Friends have called her brave to
venture out solo, but she said she
is just willing to try anything that
could give her life meaning.

“It’s very out of character for
me to be traveling alone, and it’s
even more out of character to be
documenting it for the world,”
she said. “Before this, I thought of
myself as a very private person.”

Her best friend of 25 years,

solo honeymoon alter her fiancé died — and found a community

Rebecca Dawson, agrees that
Murphy’s decision to travel alone
and make TikToks replete with
dark, absurdist humor is unex-
pected.

In one, Murphy jokes about
needing “a good cry” between
meals. In another, she notes “a
nice little ambulance trigger for
the morning,” making a reference
to her trauma from the day O’Gra-
dy died. In another video, she
jokes about needing to find work
after spending about $20 on an
espresso martini.

“Iam shocked at how funny she
is in the videos, but it’s helping
people relate to her and that’s all
she is looking for,” Dawson said.

In the comments of the videos,
people from all over the world
have reached out, sharing their
own experiences of loss, offering
to hang out with her, and calling
her inspiring.

“Girly I'm a young(ish) widow!
You absolutely can do this and it
is absolutely worth living,” said
one user.

Said another: “Did the same in
Bali after my fiancé passing. It
will be such a healing experience
that you’ll be so thankful you did
one day”

While in London, she met up
with another woman experienc-
ing a similar loss and “found it
comforting to be able to talk with
someone who actually under-
stands.”

Murphy feels overwhelmed but
also bolstered by the response she
has received.

“Getting messages from so
many people in similar situations
honestly broke my heart,” she
said. “I know how painful and
heartbreaking it’s been for me
and his whole family, but in an-
other sense it’s also sort of com-
forting because you know you’re
not alone.”



Al4

EZ RE

THE WASHINGTON POST - MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2024

OPINION

The Washington Post

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Let Ukraine fire long-range missiles

HE BIDEN administration is weighing

whether to allow Ukraine to use Western-

supplied long-range missiles to strike mili-

tary targets deep inside Russian territory.

After President Joe Biden met with British Prime

Minister Keir Starmer at the White House this

month, officials said no decision was imminent;

they have asked Kyiv for more clarification on how

the weapons will be used. But the

EDITORIAL approval needs to come soon to

allow Ukraine to take advantage of

existing target opportunities across the border,

before Russian President Vladimir Putin can further
damage Ukraine’s vital infrastructure.

Ukraine is asking for permission to use Britain’s
air-launched Storm Shadow missiles, which have a
range of about 155 miles and are good for use against
high value, stationary targets. Mr. Starmer appears
inclined to give the go ahead but wants Mr. Biden’s
approval to show a coordinated strategy and pre-
serve unity among Ukraine’s Western allies. Ukraine
also wants U.S. Army Tactical Missile Systems,
known as ATACMS, with a range of nearly 200 miles.
Ukraine has already taken delivery of some mid-
range ATACMS, with a 106-mile range, but with
limitations on how they may be used. Mr. Biden
seems less inclined to act quickly on Kyiv’s request
for the ATACMS. But they should all be part of the
package, since Ukraine urgently needs all the

weapons it can get to continue to stave off Mr. Putin’s
aggression.

Mr. Biden’s reluctance is rooted in his under-
standable caution about escalating conflict with
Russia. The pattern started from the outset of
Mr. Putin’s unprovoked full-scale invasion of
UKkraine on Feb. 24, 2022, and the formation of the
Western alliance to back Ukraine’s fight for its
sovereignty. Mr. Biden has responded to each of
Kyiv’s requests for more lethal weaponry by weigh-
ing new weapons’ potential military utility for
Ukraine against the risk their use could provoke a
wider confrontation with a nuclear-armed Russia.

Mr. Putin has stoked the fear by issuing “red lines”
and implicitly threatening nuclear war. But in each
previous case — the delivery of tanks, then the
transfer of F-16 fighter jets, then permission to
attack on Russian soil — Mr. Putin has not followed
through on his threats. There’s no reason to think
now he would risk a wider war with the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization at a time when his
forces are already severely depleted. More likely, he
could align himself with Iran or its proxies to strike
at U.S. forces in the Middle East — a risk worth
weighing, but one that is not as dangerous as direct
Russia-NATO conflict.

Since Ukrainian troops launched a bold incursion
into Russia’s Kursk region, seizing hundreds of
square miles of Russian territory in an attempt to

open a new front and shift the battlefield dynamics,
the Kremlin has responded with a series of often
indiscriminate attacks on civilian targets in
Ukraine. Schools, residential buildings, shelters and
anursing home have been hit. Russia has specifical-
ly targeted the country’s energy grid. After more
than 2. years of war, Ukraine is now girding for a

The United States wants more
‘clarification,” but Kyiv
has shown what it can do,
if it had the right weapons

second bitter winter. Stopping Russia’s attacks on
the power supply in these remaining few weeks
before the cold weather arrives is urgent, and the
long-range missiles can help.

This week, Ukraine used its own drones to launch
a massive strike that obliterated a weapons depot in
Toropets, some 300 miles inside Russia. The auda-
cious strike apparently destroyed a stock of lethal
Soviet-era glide bombs — reconfigured with guid-
ance systems and wings. Russia has been using these

glide bombs effectively and ruthlessly to target
UKkraine’s civilian infrastructure, such as power
stations. The depot also housed Russian-made
missiles and launch systems, artillery shells and,
according to the Ukrainians, North Korean KN-23
ballistic missiles.

The Ukrainians might have staged that strike for
three related purposes: to remove a deadly arsenal
that would have been aimed at Ukrainian cities; to
demonstrate that there are vital targets to be hit
within range; and to show their hesitant Western
backers — including Mr. Biden — that strikes inside
Russian territory will not necessarily provoke an
escalation with the Kremlin. With more accurate,
more lethal Western missiles, many more Russian
arms depots, airfields and military bases could be
hit. (The Institute of War lists 245 potential targets.)
Perhaps that might force Mr. Putin to draw back his
deadly cache further from Ukraine’s borders.

There are serious questions for Mr. Biden to
consider. The Ukrainians might need NATO training
and assistance. The new systems might also need
strict rules to make sure only legitimate military
targets, not civilian infrastructure, are hit. But the
stakes are high in this conflict — the survival of
democracy, the principle of the inviolability of
borders, the future of the European Union and
U.S. credibility. Mr. Biden needs to give permission
and set the ground rules quickly.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Rebuilding Gaza will take money
and mean dealing with Hamas

Regarding Mohammad Mustafa’s Sept. 14 op-ed,
“I'm the Palestinian prime minister and here’s my
plan for Gaza”:

Palestinian Prime Minister Muhammad Mustafa
laid out a compelling vision and a practical road
map for Gaza’s recovery and reconstruction, and
for the eventual establishment of a Palestinian
state. I fervently hope this proposal will motivate
Hamas to agree to the U.S. proposal for a cease-fire
and motivate the United States and its allies to put
maximum pressure on Israel to agree as well.

If and when a cease-fire is agreed, the
rehabilitation and reconstruction of Gaza will be a
massive and complex task for which the prime
minister has proposed a series of practical steps,
beginning with hunger relief, medical assistance,
temporary shelter and the reestablishment of
essential services. He logically proposes entrusting
the U.N. Relief and Works Agency with
coordinating this effort, as it is already on the
ground and in a position to help immediately.

For the task of coordinating the longer-term
Gaza economic recovery and reconstruction
program, I would recommend my former employer,
the World Bank, which was established in 1944 to
coordinate the reconstruction of Western Europe
after World War II. Since completing this task, it
has ably coordinated other reconstruction efforts,
such as Indonesia’s tsunami recovery program.
Having a single focal organization responsible for
mobilizing and helping to efficiently deploy
external recovery assistance to Gaza would make
the work of the Palestinian Authority much easier
than if it had to deal with multiple donors.

The prime minister also proposes to fully
integrate governance of Gaza and the West Bank, in
recognition of the fact that this is an essential first
step toward the creation of a Palestinian state. The
supporters of Hamas and Israel need to lean hard
on these two key players to allow this process to get
off the ground; Hamas must not be allowed to
make its own pursuit of political power a stumbling
block to broader Palestinian self-governance. Given
the current Israeli government’s opposition to the
two-state solution, it is incumbent on the United
States to use its enormous leverage to pressure the
Israeli government to facilitate this process. The
United States simply must not take “no” for an
answer.

Robin Broadfield, Washington

The corruption challenge

While I commend Palestinian Prime Minister
Mohammad Mustafa’s plan for Gaza, there is one
crucial factor he must directly address: corruption.
Those responsible for managing the relief and
recovery efforts, as well as establishing security,
rule of law and border control, will be vulnerable to
infiltration by remnants of Hamas, Palestinian
Islamic Jihad and other militant groups if a solid
plan to prevent corruption is not in place.

Without a strong anti-corruption strategy, funds
and resources will be squandered or diverted from
development, security will be difficult to achieve,
and the prospect of moving toward an independent
Palestinian state will remain out of reach. Stability
and security for the Palestinian people, long
denied, will continue to be elusive unless aid
reliably reaches projects aimed at those goals.

I hope Mr. Mustafa can present a solution that
ultimately leads to a Palestinian state that provides
its people with what they rightfully deserve:
security, stability and lasting peace, along with the
right to self-determination.

James K. Campbell, Fairfax

Truth and reconciliation

Mohammad Mustafa’s op-ed is encouraging in
that the Palestinian Authority is pledging to take
full responsibility for the governance and

EDITH PRITCHETT

Mr. Trump’s latest scapegoat
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reconstruction of Gaza. It’s vital that the people of
Gaza have a viable replacement for the ultimately
failed governance of Hamas.

What Mr. Mustafa left out of his proposal is the
formation of a Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, modeled on that of South Africa. Such
a process would allow a full investigation of what
went wrong in Gaza’s institutions and in Hamas’s
decision-making. And more important, it would
allow the surviving members of Hamas to
reintegrate into a peaceful society rather than
having them remain armed and underground,
ready to reemerge as a potentially violent force that
could undermine everything the Palestinian
Authority is trying to accomplish for the
Palestinian people at large.

Of course, it would be beneficial both for
regional stability and for the future of Israel if
Israel were to participate in this process, however
unlikely that prospect is under its current
government.

Mau VanDuren, Chevy Chase

What about Israel and Hamas?

Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Mustafa
presented a compelling review of the needs for
Gaza and the West Bank and those citizens. They
want and deserve a more optimistic path forward.
Additionally, he suggested several steps that would
contribute to establishing these areas as ones in
which Palestinian residents can live in safety and

prosperity.

However, the prime minister’s proposal did not
take into account an important consideration: how
to engage Israel as a critical partner in bringing
this vision to fruition. There is no question that
Israel could and should have protected itself and its
citizens from the events of Oct. 7 last year and
responded with force but also greater concern for
basic humanitarian principals. That said, the prime
minister did not even acknowledge the atrocities
which Hamas perpetrated on innocent Israeli
citizens of all ages that started these horrific
events.

Then, in his five-point plan, the prime minister
does not suggest anything about how he and his
government would also contribute to the Israeli
people being able to live in peace without the
constant threat of violence from many parties in
the area. His plan does not address the problem of
Hamas, which invested aid from Iran and other
parties in tunnels and preparations for violence,
rather than in improving the lives of the people of
Gaza. It has consistently hidden its military people
and resources in areas surrounded by innocent
Gazans, leaving them terribly vulnerable to the
Israeli response. The group continues to hold
hostages who could have been released months
ago, with no conditions, for the good of everyone
involved in this tragedy. Hamas also exists
primarily for the destruction of Israel. The
organization can have no role in the future of Gaza,
and the Palestinian Authority cannot wish it away.

A two-state solution is the best answer for
everyone concerned. However, contributing to the
safety of Israel and its people and managing Hamas
out of the dialogue must be not just the sixth and
seventh pillars of his plan but also preconditions
for everything else he envisions. I am rooting for
Mr. Mustafa to be the person who can make the
difference for all Palestinians and act as a true
partner for peace with Israel. Without addressing
these challenges, I am afraid it will be hard to gain
the necessary traction required for real change.

Edward Binder, Washington

Mohammad Mustafa’s op-ed contained useful
and thoughtful information and ideas about how to
rebuild and restore Gaza after the war there comes
to an end.

However, there was a shocking omission:
Nowhere was the word “Hamas” mentioned in the
entire column. I read it over several times, thinking
I must have overlooked this.

But I had not made a mistake or an oversight.
Mr. Mustafa nowhere mentioned that this horrific
war began because of Hamas’s barbaric attack on
Israeli citizens. That the suffering of the Palestinian
people has been increased and prolonged by
Hamas’s deliberate strategy of hiding among the
Gazan population, under schools, hospitals, homes.
Hamas’s leadership has said it’s good for their
cause if more Palestinian people die because it
turns the world against Israel’s war effort there.

What will Mr. Mustafa do about Hamas? There is
no mention of this. How can peace come to Gaza
unless a new government there prevents Hamas
from more attacks on Israel?

It is hard to take the other recommendations
seriously with this glaring omission.

Michael Schwartz, Chevy Chase

Escalation in Lebanon

Regarding the Sept. 19 online article “Hezbollah
chief calls pager, radio attacks an ‘act of war’ by
Israel”:

What does he call the rocket attacks his fighters
have launched at northern Israel since Oct. 7 last
year? Tens of thousands of Israeli citizens are living
with family, friends or in shelters having
abandoned their homes in the north because of
rocket attacks by Hezbollah.

Charles H. Gessner, Marblehead, Mass.

If the pager and radio attacks don’t get the
attention of the United States and prompt it to
discontinue support for Israel, then nothing will.
This is the most outrageous thing I have ever heard
— such a cowardly way to attack someone, strictly
through technology, no risk involved. Can you
imagine the outrage if Palestinians had done this?
However, because it was the Israelis, the United
States will no doubt make no objection. Even if the
United Nations criticizes Israel for this, the United
States will no doubt use its veto power to negate
the criticism, as it has done in the past. I pray that
we come to our senses one day very soon.

Doris Rausch, Tullahoma, Tenn.

Regarding David Ignatius’s Sept. 18 op-ed, “Pager
attack against Hezbollah has ominous
implications”:

The Israeli pager attack also could provide an
opportunity for Iran to rein in Hezbollah and its
other proxies. This will be its last chance for Middle
East peace. It would be in Iran’s interest to
recognize it is no match in a regional war with
sophisticated technology determining the outcome.

Paul Schoenbaum, Richmond
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A rally for eliminating lead from paints in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in 2015.

Millions ol kids are poisoned by lead every year.

Here’s a plan Lo

BY SAMANTHA POWER
AND ALEXANDER BERGER

en years ago, when residents of Flint, Mich.,

were exposed to toxic levels of lead in their

drinking water, 1in 20 children in the city had

elevated blood lead levels that placed them at
risk for heart disease, strokes, cognitive deficits and
developmental delays — health effects that residents
still grapple with to this day. It was only after activists
rallied, organized and advocated relentlessly that
national attention focused on Flint, and officials
committed nearly half a billion dollars to clean up
Flint’s water.

Today, there is a lead poisoning crisis raging on a far
greater scale — and hardly anyone is talking about it.

In low- and middle-income countries, home to more
than 1.5 billion of the world’s children, 1in 2 children
has elevated levels oflead in their blood. That’s 10 times
the rate of poisoning at the height of the crisis in Flint.
The Center for Global Development estimates that the
damage lead is causing to children’s brains accounts
for 20 percent of the education gap between high- and
low-income countries. All told, every year, lead poison-
ing is estimated to cost the global economy more than
$1 trillion and claims at least 1.5 million lives — more
than annual deaths from HIV and malaria combined.

Yet the yearly global funding for tackling lead
poisoning in developing countries totals just $15 mil-
lion — the cost of a single 60-second ad at the Super
Bowl, and a small fraction of what is spent on diseases
with similar health burdens.

Today, USAID, UNICEF and Open Philanthropy are
coming together to change that. Together, we are
launching the Partnership for a Lead-Free Future, with
more than 50 countries and organizations coming
together to move toward a lead-free future for every
child. We’ve mobilized more than $150 million — more
than 10 times the current global investment each year.

As the leader of the world’s largest development
agency and the head of one of the world’s biggest
philanthropies, never in our careers have we seen such
a compelling, low-cost opportunity to make such a

save them.

massive impact on a major global Killer.

One reason for the paucity of funding is the
assumption that taking on lead poisoning requires
mass investments in infrastructure repairs or costly
environmental cleanup operations, like in the United
States. President Joe Biden has dedicated $15 billion to
replacing toxic lead water service pipes, a significant
source of exposure here.

But in many low- and middle-income countries, lead
is not just a legacy issue: It is still being used in widely
available consumer products such as house paint,
spices and makeup. Addressing these sources doesn’t
require billions of dollars.

For example, from 2019 to 2021, Bangladesh elimi-
nated lead in virtually all of its turmeric for a couple
million dollars — in part by posting fliers outside
bazaars that showed citizens what lead-tainted spices
looked like, empowering them to demand better. Also
in two years, and with just $300,000 in donor funding,
Malawi led a campaign to start enforcing a law against
lead paint that spurred customers to contact the
manufacturers and pressure them to end the practice.
Half of the market with lead-based paint is now
lead-free, and the rest of the companies have commit-
ted to phasing lead out by the end of the year. And in
just the eight months since we began a concerted push
to galvanize awareness and support for this global
issue, six countries have committed to regulating lead
in paint for the first time.

Another source of lead abroad is the result of unsafe
industrial practices during battery recycling, mining
and electronic waste disposal that leach lead into the
environment.

These practices can be more expensive to address —
but regardless of the source, our efforts can follow the
same dependable strategy that was used in advanced
economies to take on lead poisoning: measure, regu-
late, replace, enforce.

The most powerful example of that strategy is the
campaign to get lead out of gasoline — which was long
the largest source of lead poisoning in the world. After
studies in the 1970s traced elevated blood lead levels
back to leaded gasoline, governments in high-income
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countries began introducing and enforcing regulations
to outlaw it, pushing companies to find lead-free
alternatives to products and practices.

In 2002, a UN.led campaign helped low- and
middle-income countries do the same. This initiative,
operating on a modest budget of $6 million, played a
crucial role in phasing out leaded gasoline in roughly
50 countries over the next decade. By 2021, every
nation on the planet had banned leaded gasoline — a
landmark public health victory that continues to save
more than 1 million lives every year.

The partnership will work to scale up this effective
playbook. Given that so many communities have no
idea how much damage lead is doing every day, and
many governments don’t know the magnitude or
source of the lead poisoning problem in their coun-
tries, we will first focus on running national blood
surveys and testing consumer products to determine
sources of lead poisoning. Next we’ll work with
governments that lack the regulations they need to
begin taking on the problem — in 50 of the 81 countries
where USAID has missions, governments lack regula-
tions against lead paint. We will get these governments
tools like model laws to help them pass regulations and
laboratory infrastructure to help them detect viola-
tions so laws can be enforced. And given how many
affordable alternatives have already been developed
for lead-based products, we will support the private
sector in transitioning to these alternatives by broker-
ing connections with suppliers and experts.

In the face of so many intractable problems that
dominate the headlines, it can sometimes feel futile to
try to make a difference in 2024. But when it comes to
lead, it shouldn’t. In Flint and Bangladesh and Malawi,
it was parents and neighbors and friends whose
activism helped direct national attention and funding
tolead mitigation efforts and pushed governments and
companies to act. Each of us can contribute to building
a global movement to do the same around the world.

Samantha Power is administrator of the U.S. Agency for
International Development. Alexander Berger is CEO of Open
Philanthropy.

KATHLEEN PARKER

Late-term abortions

n the course of Kamala Harris’s charge for repro-

ductive freedom, we’ve heard a lot about the

14 states that have banned access to abortion and

the 27 others that have restrictions based on
gestational duration.

But we’ve heard little to nothing about the nine
states and the District of Columbia that allow abortion
no matter what the age of the fetus. This basically
means up until the moment of birth.

Yet during Harris’s debate with Donald Trump, the
vice president implied that late-term abortions aren’t a
concern. She said, “Nowhere in America is a woman
carrying a pregnancy to term and asking for an
abortion. That is not an abortion. That is not happen-
ing” When Trump pressed her to say whether she
would support abortions in the seventh or eighth
month of pregnancy, Harris did not answer.

We don’t like to hear about these procedures because
they complicate a preferred understanding that late-
term abortions never happen unless some genetic or
other physical anomaly would condemn the child to a
life of misery and/or early death.

Democrats bent on restoring abortion rights would
have us believe that no state would allow a fully formed
baby to be aborted, and it is rational to believe this. But
suchis not always the case. In fact, a doctor profiled in a
2023 Atlantic article, Warren Hern, performs abortions
up to 32 weeks and sometimes later. Hern estimated
that about half of his later-term abortions are of
healthy babies.

Hern, 86, has been performing abortions in Boulder,
Colo., for more than 50 years and is one of a handful of
doctors willing to perform late-term abortions. He
shows no reticence in saying he doesn’t care about the
fetus, only the living, breathing patient. It is easy to see
why he is often described as a curmudgeon, who
(proudly) lacks a bedside manner.

I tend to like curmudgeons; they are usually more
interesting than grinning do-gooders who want to
direct other people’s lives. But a physician who would
destroy a fully formed baby after first stopping its heart
with a needle isn’t my kind of dinner partner. This
description, by the way, comes from Hern’s own
website.

are not a myth. They’re happening.

Sometimes, in Hern’s procedures, a fetus can be
removed whole, but other times it has to be dismem-
bered. All in another wretched day’s work, I guess. At
least I can appreciate his dislike of euphemisms. When
he opened his practice in 1975, he named it the Boulder
Abortion Clinic rather than something soothingly
nebulous like “women’s care.” He said he wanted
patients to be able to find him.

Hern and company perform a dozen second- and
third-trimester abortions every week, Elaine Godfrey
reported in the Atlantic article. It took a while for Hern
to become comfortable with his work, which at first took
an emotional toll on him. In his mind, he would see the
tiny fetuses with still-beating hearts that he had re-
moved from their mothers’ wombs. He had bad dreams
and sometimes wept, wondering what he was doing.

Hern felt that it was fair for him to suffer emotional
distress as part of the job, and he says he knew deep
down that he was helping, not hurting women. This is
surely debatable.

Eventually, the dreams stopped and Hern no longer
had to compose himself between procedures, wrote
Godfrey. He does, however, have to operate with
bulletproof glass windows and 24-hour surveillance.

To his credit, the man is honest to a fault. He has
given speeches in which he reported that abortion is
the destruction of a life. “We have reached a point in
this particular technology where there is no possibility
of denying an act of destruction,” he told an audience.
“It is before one’s eyes.”

Ontheother hand, in a Los Angeles Times article last
month, he quoted a 17th-century French physician’s
description of pregnancy as a “disease of nine months.”

During more than three decades of writing about
abortion, honesty and truth are all I've ever hoped for.
I'm on record encouraging education over judicial fiat
as the best way of reducing abortion. Tell women (and
men) exactly what abortion is without all the pretend
language about “reproductive health,” which doesn’t
always apply. The least doctors can do is to ensure that
their patients are fully informed. Yet, when some states
have wanted to require that abortion-seeking women
be shown images of their fetuses in utero, the pro-
choice brigade has fought back hard.

Most doctors wouldn’t remove a gall bladder with as
little information as many abortion providers are
willing to offer their clients. Are they afraid a woman
might change her mind based on a better understand-
ing of what is about to be done?

In keeping with his sole consideration for his
patients’ wishes, Hern has aborted at least two later-
term babies for sex selection. In one case, the woman
wanted a girl, so Hern disposed of a male fetus. In the
other, the woman didn’t want the daughter she was
carrying. Do we really want to codify this deadly game
of baby roulette?

I’d like to think sex-selection abortion is beyond the
comprehension of most people. But abortion culture
has had the undesirable, if predictable, effect of
making us less horrified by worse and worse. While
90 percent of abortions are performed in the first
trimester, a majority of them by pills rather than
surgery, even by the 13th and final week of the first
trimester, a fetus has begun to look quite human.
Although only as big as a pea pod, the fetus has
fingerprints, veins and organs, which can be seen
through the skin, and, if female, ovaries containing
2 million eggs.

If that’s not a human life, what is it? Definitely not
nothing.

At 27 weeks, the last week of the second trimester,
the fetus’s brain is active, sleeping and waking — eyes
wide open — on a regular schedule. Lungs are incom-
plete, but he or she could survive outside the mother’s
body even earlier.

This is no matter to the nine states and the District of
Columbia. At 32 weeks, when Hern is willing to
terminate a nearly fully formed infant, the fetus is
settling into the head-down position, preparing for
birth. For the remaining seven to eight weeks, it gains a
third to half its birth weight, which may be why Hern
prefers a 32-week limit, although he’ll operate even
later. Fully formed babies are a lot more trouble to
destroy.

So, yes, Madam Vice President, late-term abortions
are happening and not just for anomalies or medical
reasons. As we've learned, you're willing to change your
positions based on new information. I hope this helps.

E.J. DIONNE JR.

The perfect foll
to the GOP’s

performative
anti-elitism

ho is the elitist?

One person has a bachelor’s
degree from Chadron State Col-
lege in Nebraska. His master’s

comes from Minnesota State University at
Mankato, and he spent the next 17 years of
his life as a teacher.

The other got his BA from Ohio State
University and his JD from Yale Law School.
After receiving his law degree, he clerked
for a federal judge, practiced corporate law
at the prestigious firm Sidley Austin and
went to California to work in the tech
industry as a venture capitalist.

Readers will already have figured out
what I did here: The first bio is obviously
that of Democratic vice-presidential candi-
date Tim Walz; the second, that of his
Republican counterpart, JD Vance. When
you compare them, it’s hard to escape the
conclusion that Vance is the one with the
“elitist” pedigree.

I freely concede that I did not mention
Vance’s tough childhood described in his
best-selling “Hillbilly Elegy.” But this only
underscores the point: Contemporary poli-
tics often looks like a fight over which side is
more elitist and “out of touch” with “aver-
age” Americans, based on warring defini-
tions of what makes one side more guilty of
snobbery and condescension than the other.

The problem for Republicans this year is
not just that Walz’s biography makes it
nearly impossible for them to cast him as
elitist. It’s also that the right has spent
decades arguing that voters have less to fear
from abuses of power by billionaires and
corporations than they do from the preten-
sions and power grabs of a “new class” of
highly educated professionals — who hap-
pen to match Vance’s profile.

“The simple truth,” neoconservative in-
tellectual Irving Kristol wrote in an influen-
tial 1972 essay, “is that the professional
classes of our modern bureaucratized soci-
eties are engaged in a class struggle with the
business community for status and power.”

Conservatives have since capitalized on
this idea in election after election. They
were countering the success liberals had
enjoyed since the 1930s, when Democrats
began casting American politics as a con-
flict between workers and those Franklin
D. Roosevelt condemned as “economic
royalists.” The country club was the symbol
of the moneyed elite’s power. The university
is the symbol of the new class’s sway.

This history makes next week’s debate
between Walz and Vance a singularly im-
portant event both sociologically and philo-
sophically, whatever impact it has on No-
vember’s outcome. It is a fight over which
brand of class politics will prevail.

A son of the Nebraska and Minnesota
heartland, Walz presents not as some
coastal progressive but as a Hubert Hum-
phrey or Harry S. Truman liberal: a friend of
labor and public education and an old-
fashioned, small-town egalitarian. The for-
mal name of his party in Minnesota, the
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, captures
whose interests Walz sees himself as cham-
pioning. The debate will test how much
Walz’s persona and background can help
Democrats recoup ground they have lost
among less well-to-do voters, particularly in
small towns and the countryside.

Vance is, well, complicated, and that
complexity will likely require interviewers
to ask a series of “Vance then, Vance now”
questions. He seems to have changed a lot
over the years, not least in his attitude
toward former president Donald Trump,
whom he once called an “idiot” and “repre-
hensible,” among other disparaging things.

He has defended the hideous lies he and
Trump have told about Haitian immigrants
in Springfield, Ohio, that have roiled the
once-peaceful town and threaten newcom-
ers who arrived there legally. This embrace
of anti-immigrant rhetoric contradicts his
past, too. He once condemned such atti-
tudes for being “openly hostile to non-
whites.” Of the mass deportation he and
Trump now support, he previously said it
“fails to pass the laugh test.” (By the way, it’s
impossible to imagine Irving Kristol de-
fending Trump-Vance nativism.)

Immigration is an issue that has split
working-class voters in the past, and Trump
and Vance are counting on many native-
born Americans to vote that part of their
identity. Walz’s challenge is to condemn the
mendacious Springfield vitriol, and then do
more. While outlining his ticket’s approach
to immigration, he must also call voters
back to the question of which party is really
on their side when it comes to economics.

As for Vance’s corporate lawyer/venture
capitalist past, he has at times confounded
business leaders with rhetoric straight out
of the left’s critique of neoliberalism — for
example, criticizing “the postwar American
order of globalization” that relies “more and
more on cheaper labor.” How much of that
side of Vance will show up? Will he confine
himself to defending Trump’s inflationary
tariffs?

So far, the contest pitting Chadron and
Minnesota State at Mankato against Ohio
State and Yale is going pretty well for the
Chadron graduate. Gallup found that while
Walz is viewed favorably by 41 percent of
adults and unfavorably by 40 percent,
Vance’s ratings are 36 percent favorable,
47 percent unfavorable. In playing down
his debate expectations, Walz said he
expects “a Yale Law guy” to “come well
prepared.” You know he enjoyed saying
that.



THE WASHINGTON POST - MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2024

Ehe tvashington Post | LIVE

This is Climate Summit
The Global Stakes

Today at 2:00 p.m.

As world leaders gather for the United Nations General
Assembly, we explore the course of climate change across
all seven continents, the lessons for humanity and the
solutions for new pathways.

John F. Kerry Kristalina Georgieva Susana Muhamad Jennifer Morgan
Former U.S. Secretary of State Managing Director, Minister, Environment & German State Secretary
and Inaugural U.S. Special International Monetary Fund Sustainable Development & Special Envoy for
Presidential Envoy for Climate of Colombia International Climate Action

Content from Ecolab

Bill Weir Wanjira Mathai Tim Latimer
Anchor & Chief Climate Managing Director, Africa & CEO & Co-Founder,
Correspondent, CNN Global Partnerships, World Fervo Energy Tiffany M. Atwell

Resources Institute Executive Vice President,
Global Government Relations,
Ecolab

To register to watch, visit wapo.st/climatesept23
or scan code with a smartphone camera:

PRESENTING SPONSOR ECQ',AB‘




The Washington Post

METRO

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2024

EZ

RE

A guide to
the Nov. 5
election in
Virginia

What to know about the
most competitive races,
early voting and more

BY WASHINGTON POST STAFF

Virginia voters are beginning to
cast their ballots in a contentious
presidential election year, with
several competitive congressional
races on the ballot. Here’s what to
know about the Nov. 5 election
with early voting underway in the
state.

‘Whatraces are on the ballot?

In addition to president, all 11
congressional seats in Virginia are
up for election, as is the U.S. Sen-
ate seat held by Sen. Tim Kaine
(D), who is running for reelection.
There are also several local races
on the ballot, along with a consti-
tutional amendmentrelated to tax
exemptions for surviving spouses
of soldiers.

‘What congressional races are
most tightly contested?

Only two of Virginia’s congres-
sional races are especially com-
petitive: the 7th District race for
the Fredericksburg-area seat cur-
rently held by Rep. Abigail Span-
berger (D), who is running for
governor nextyear and is not seek-
ing reelection, and the 2nd Dis-
trict race anchored in Virginia
Beach, which pits incumbent Jen
Kiggans (R) against Democrat
Missy Cotter Smasal.

‘What should I know about the
‘7th Districtrace?

The election for Virginia’s bat-
tleground 7th District will feature
two Army veterans turned law-
yers: Derrick Anderson (R) and
Yevgeny “Eugene” Vindman (D),
who are both looking to win this
crucial open seat centered on the
Interstate 95 corridor around
Fredericksburg.

Vindman, a first-time candi-
date and former Army colonel,
briefly entered the national spot-
light when he helped his identical
twin brother file an ethics report
that led to President Donald
Trump’s first impeachment. Lt.
Col. Alexander Vindman went on
to testify during impeachment
hearings, and both brothers were
ousted from their White House
jobs by Trump.

Anderson, a former Green Be-
ret who did six tours overseas, lost
in the GOP primary to challenge
Spanberger two years ago and has
stressed his status as a “home-
grown guy” who grew up in Spot-
sylvania before undertaking two
federal clerkships and a stint in
the Trump White House.

Anderson has said Vindman is
on a “revenge tour” against Trump
and has tried to emphasize eco-
nomic issues as well as drug

SEE VOTING ON B3
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Terror above Germany,
and a lost father found

A Md. gunner is identified nearly 80 years after he died in World War II

BY MICHAEL E. RUANE

The crippled American bomber had lost both
engines on its right wing. One of its tail rudders had
been mostly shot off, and the rear gunner had been

wounded.

As the nine men aboard the B-24, nicknamed
Mairzy Doats, battled the swarms of German fight-
ers that day, and the plane was hammered by
antiaircraft fire, one member of the crew seemed
overcome and unable to fight.

Staff Sgt. John A. Tarbert, 24, of Port Deposit, Md.,
a waist gunner, was said to have been on his knees
praying, instead of firing his gun, according to later
accounts. Tarbert had a wife back home who was
nine months pregnant. He had already flown 17
missions and was on his third mission in six days.

When the order came to bail out, all on board did
so, except Tarbert, who apparently was still in the
plane when it crashed in a potato field outside
Koblenz, Germany, on Sept. 27, 1944. His body could
not be identified, and he was declared missing in

action.

This month, almost 80 years after Mairzy Doats
went down and Tarbert was lost in one of the
deadliest American air battles of World War II, the
Defense Department announced that unknown re-
mains recovered later have been found to be his.

JOHN ELLIOTT/DPAA

Tarbert was one of the thousands of American
fliers who struggled to cope with the terror of World
War II aerial combat, sometimes even as their planes

were torn apart.

His son, John Elliott, 79, of Schenectady, N.Y., said
his father was killed 16 days before he was born and
he never knew him. Still, he said, he rejoiced when
he got the news earlier this year. Elliott was born
Oct. 13, 1944, the same day his mother learned that

SEE RETROPOLIS ON B2

Staff Sgt. John A. Tarbert, above, of Port Deposit, Md., served in World War II as a waist gunner of a
B-24, like the one at top. He was shot down over Germany, and his remains were identified this month.

Policy

on acts
of hate
revised

REPORTS HAVE RISEN
IN MONTGOMERY

School district seeks
to limit calls to police

BY NICOLE ASBURY

Montgomery County Public
Schools is providing new guid-
ance over how administrators
should respond to hateful acts
involving its students, reserving
contacting police for only the
most serious incidents.

The school system — Mary-
land’s largest, with over 160,000
students — will now have a
“tiered” response system, with
the most egregious or violent
acts designated as a “level red,”
according to the district’s web-
site. The new method allows
more “age appropriate” handling
of situations, according to a
presentation outlining talking
points for school administrators
about the changes.

School system officials de-
clined an interview for this arti-
cle, saying the district plans to
share more details with parents
in late September. But the new
protocols are posted on the dis-
trict’s student welfare and com-
pliance webpage, and the chang-
es were part of a recent news
release by the Council on Ameri-
can-Islamic Relations.

The Montgomery school sys-
tem defines hate-bias incidents
as any disruptive conduct that is
intentionally discriminatory
toward someone’s personal char-
acteristics, including race and
religion. It previously instructed
administrators to file a report
with central office and call the
police if any incident occurred.
Police logs show the department
was contacted for a broad range
of incidents, such as name-call-
ing among elementary students
and vandalism. Families say the
response would vary depending
on the school.

Wylea Chase, a parent of two
current Montgomery County stu-
dents and two graduates, said
that police have been called dis-
proportionately on Black and
Brown students.

Chase, who is a part of the
district’s hate advisory group,
said that the district has been
improving the way it addresses
bias incidents and that the em-
ployees in charge of revising the
protocols “are the right people.”

Montgomery leaders publicly
floated the idea of using a tiered
reporting system during a March
school board meeting. Greg Ed-
mundson, director of the school
welfare and compliance unit,

SEE SCHOOLS ON B3
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A five-alarm fire rips
through several buildings
in downtown Baltimore. Ba

MARYLAND

A police officer fatally
shoots a man in
Montgomery County. B4

OBITUARIES

Designer Mary McFadden
drew on ancient themes
for modern wear. B4

Race to replace Spanberger in Congress is heating up in Va.

Anderson, Vindman
exchange barbs about
transparency, abortion

BY TEO ARMUS

Less than two months before
the November election, the claws
are coming out in the race for a
crucial Virginia congressional
seat.

Yevgeny “Eugene” Vindman
(D) is sending out missives about
his “MAGA extremist opponent.”
Derrick Anderson (R) is saying
his opponent displays “cowardice
and lack of leadership.” And with
early voting underway, the mud-
slinging between these two candi-
dates is beginning to flood the
airwaves and in-person political
forums across the 7th District.

The incumbent, Rep. Abigail
Spanberger (D), is running for
Virginia governor next year in-
stead of seeking reelection in this
perennial battleground, which
stretches from suburbs outside
D.C. to the rural foothills of the
Piedmont. The battle between
Anderson and Vindman — both
Army veterans turned lawyers —

!

SHEDRICK PELT FOR THE WASHINGTON POST; DERRICK ANDERSON CAMPAIGN

Yevgeny “Eugene” Vindman, left, and Derrick Anderson are both

Army veterans turned lawyers.

is expected to be one of the most
closely watched House races in
the country.

After facing off at two town-
hall-style events last week, both
nominees are trying to paint
themselves as the candidate most
in touch with the district while
claiming the other is dodging
hard questions.

Vindman, best known for
sparking President Donald
Trump’s first impeachment

alongside his twin brother, fol-
lowed up on a Prince William
County candidate forum Tuesday
evening with a news release that
Anderson was “dodging ques-
tions about abortion” and his
stance on the issue.

“The contrast is clear: While
Derrick Anderson is dodging
questions about abortion, Eu-
gene Vindman will fight to re-
store Roe as the law of the land,”
his campaign said.

Meanwhile, Anderson, a for-
mer Army Green Beret, last week
pushed Vindman on a very differ-
ent topic: a since-deleted social
media post from his sister-in-law,
the podcaster Rachel Vindman,
after a man pointed a rifle
through a fence around a golf
course where Trump was playing.
“No ears were harmed. Carry on
with your Sunday,” she wrote,
later apologizing over the post.

“Despite his talk about civility,
Vindman continues to fail the
leadership test,” Anderson said in
a statement.

During the early-voting period,
Vindman is likely to go hard on
abortion rights and Trump’s in-
fluence over the GOP, while An-
derson is expected to emphasize
the economy while painting him-
self as the most civil candidate.

“Because this is the closest
congressional race in Virginia
and one of the marquee national
congressional races, neither side
wants to leave anything unsaid,”
said Stephen Farnsworth, a politi-
cal scientist at the University of
Mary Washington in Fredericks-
burg.

Vindman took to TV with the
race’s first ad of the fall campaign
season on Sept. 12, saying that “on
abortion rights, Derrick Ander-

son couldn’t be more wrong.”

“The MAGA Extremists back-
ing Anderson have a plan to go
further, to ban abortions nation-
wide, track pregnancies and limit
access to birth control even in
Virginia,” a voice-over says in the
ad, accompanied by a graphic
that features Anderson’s face next
to that of far-right Rep. Marjorie
Taylor Greene (R-Ga.).

Yet Anderson, a former Army
Green Beret, denied supporting a
national abortion ban in a news-
paper op-ed just a day earlier. And
he shot back with a separate
attack he has made repeatedly
against his opponent in recent
weeks.

“This is why Yevgeny Vindman
refuses to debate Derrick on TV,”
Anderson campaign spokesman
Riley Ploch said in a statement.
“Vindman is lying about Derrick’s
record and beliefs. ... And — as
we’ve predicted — he’s hiding
behind false TV ads to do it.”

Vindman’s 30-second spot and
Anderson’s op-ed are just two of
the ways in which the campaigns
are looking to court voters in the
‘7th District, a politically and geo-
graphically diverse area that
elected both Spanberger and Gov.
Glenn Youngkin (R) by about five

SEE 7TH DISTRICT ON B3
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Dog helps save owner’s life by shielding her from flames

BY CATHY FREE

David Hoffman was running
errands when he got a frantic
phone call that his home was on
fire. His disabled wife, Melissa
Hoffman, and their pets were
trapped inside.

The call was from his daugh-
ter-in-law, Ingrid Hoffman, who
said she tried to get Melissa out of
her bedroom, but the heat and
smoke were so intense she had to
flee. David, 69, rushed to his
home in Citrus Heights, Calif.,
that morning, Aug. 15, and saw
the duplex in flames. He started
to run inside to Melissa.

“It was so smoky and hot, it
blew me back,” said David, ex-
plaining that Melissa, 64, had a
stroke earlier this year and is
unable to walk.

He didn’t know then that Me-
lissa had reached for her wheel-
chair and fell to the floor, and
that their dog, Maya, was lying on
top of her — which rescue work-
ers said helped save her life.

“I broke open the back window
and started spraying water inside
from our garden hose,” David
said. “The whole time, I was
shouting at Melissa to keep talk-
ing to me, that we were going to
get her out.”

Fire crews quickly arrived and
rushed to the back of the house,
searching in the dark smoke for
Melissa.

“One of our rescue guys caught
a glimpse of some fur on the floor,
and they found the dog on top of
the woman,” said Capt. Ryan
McMahon of the Sacramento
Metropolitan Fire District. “They
grabbed the lady and the dog and
got them out to rescuers at the
back window.”

Rescue workers thought Maya,
an 8-year-old pit bull mix, was no
longer alive when she was pulled
from the duplex.

“We all thought the dog didn’t
make it,” said fire Capt. Josh
Leonard. “She wasn’t moving and
didn’t appear to be breathing.”

Not only was the dog still alive,
rescuers said that by lying on
Melissa’s chest and protecting
her face, Maya was a hero.

Maya sports a sweater to cover her burn wounds while napping with Miracle, the kitten the Hoffman
family got after the fire. A veterinarian treated the burns free of charge because of the family’s losses.

“The dog was unconscious on
her chest, protecting her airway,
and ended up taking the brunt of
the heat,” Leonard said.

He added: “That dog absolute-
ly saved her life and is a hero.”

Capt. Mark Nunez, spokesman
for the Sacramento Metropolitan
Fire District, said the way the dog
positioned herself on Melissa is
what saved her until firefighters
could rescue her.

“Think of it as someone stand-
ing in front of you and blocking
the wind that is pushing in your
direction,” Nunez said.

He added that he’s seen this
behavior before with dogs.

“Calls that we have seen that
involve dogs, there’s usually an
instinctual bond that the dog has
with their owner, and they feel
the need to protect them,” Nunez
said.

Melissa, who suffered third-
degree burns on 60 percent of her
body, was taken by ambulance to
a hospital. Leonard said it was
then that he and his crew were
shocked to see Maya struggling to

breathe on the lawn.

“We quickly got a mask on the
dog to give her some oxygen, and
we revived her,” Leonard said.
“We knew we’d gotten Maya and
the lady out of the house just in
the nick of time.”

“That dog has been a
hero since we got her as
a puppy. She’s always
been extremely
devoted.”

David Hoffman, on his dog Maya,
who helped save his wife’s life

David said his wife is now
recovering from her wounds at a
burn center and will need numer-
ous skin grafts and months of
rehab therapy. Melissa had a
stroke in February and was mak-
ing good progress until the fire

broke out, he said.

The cause of the fire is still
under investigation, and fire-
fighters were able to control the
blaze before it destroyed the oth-
er side of the duplex, he added,
although the unit sustained
smoke damage.

“We lost everything, including
one of our Kittens, but I'm so
thankful that [Melissa] was
saved, and Maya was saved,” Da-
vid said. “That dog has been a
hero since we got her as a puppy.
She’s always been extremely de-
voted.”

He said he wasn’t surprised to
learn that Maya stayed by his
wife’s side in an emergency.

“She’s extremely close to Maya
and calls her ‘Sweet Pea,” he said.
“Maya sleeps on the bed with her
and is always by her side.”

The Veterinary Specialty Hos-
pital in Roseville, Calif., treated
Maya’s burns at no charge after
learning about his family’s losses,
said David, who is now living in
an Airbnb rental. Relatives start-
ed a GoFundMe account to help

PHOTOS BY DAVID HOFFMAN

The scene of the fire at the Hoffmans’ duplex on Aug. 15. All
humans survived, but one kitten died in the blaze.

pay for the portion of Melissa’s
medical bills not covered by in-
surance, he said. More than
$15,000 has been donated so far.

Hoffman said that a local cat
lover recently gave him a new
ragdoll kitten to replace the kit-
ten that died in the fire.

“She’s become best friends
with Maya, and I decided to name
her Miracle,” he said.

As for Maya, she is now home
and recovering from burns on her
side and on her tongue from the
hot smoke in the house, he said.

“She’d been licking Melissa
while she laid on top of her,” he
said. “She took some of the burns
that Melissa would have taken.”

On Sept. 9, Hoffman returned

to the vet with Maya for a reunion
with the firefighters who saved
the dog’s life. KCRA Television
covered the event, which includ-
ed lots of head pats and “good
girl” comments for Maya.

“Everyone wanted to thank
Maya for her bravery, and we
wanted to thank them,” Hoffman
said.

McMahon said it was reward-
ing for firefighters to see the dog
happily rushing around from one
person to the next.

“A lot of times in the fire
service, you don’t find out what
happens to people and animals
afterward,” he said. “You don’t
always get to close that loop. It
was really nice to close this one.”
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RETROPOLIS

Decades later, slain gunner is identified

RETROPOLIS FROM B1

his father was missing, he said.

He said it was hard to see later
crew accounts suggesting that his
father was “a chicken, a fraidy-cat
... because he didn’t even fire his
gun.”

“For me, theyre not fun to
read,” he said in a recent tele-
phone interview.

“I didn’t understand,” he said.
“Was he afraid of what would
happened when he landed, and
he’d rather die in the crash than
be captured as a German prison-
er? Was he too much of a chicken
to face that, and would rather die?
Or what other emotions might be
running through his mind that
would result in him not trying to
parachute out of the plane? He
didn’t even try to get his para-
chute on.”

“I refuse to think that he ‘didn’t
have the guts,” he added in an
email.

World War II bombing mis-
sions, conducted in unheated air-
planes at frigid altitudes, were
often harrowing. Men wore elec-
trically heated suits and fleece-
lined boots and trousers, accord-
ing to historian Eric Ratcliffe.
Wounds froze immediately.

“There were shells, explosions
and guns chattering,” Frank Ber-
tram, who was on another B-24
shot down on Tarbert’s mission,
wrote later. “Words just cannot
describe your feeling. It’s abso-
lute sheer terror for a while, panic
for a while, and then anger.”

Historian Donald L. Miller, au-
thor of the book “Masters of the
Air,” about American bomber
crews fighting in Europe, wrote
that men would faint or have
“shakes and tremors, temporary
blindness and catatonia” on com-
bat runs.

Other men had dreadful night-
mares, or felt that they were going
crazy. Many tried to suppress
their reactions to combat, fearing
that would be called “yellow.”

In Miller’s book, he said an-
other airman recalled: “Twice our
co-pilot went nuts and tried to
crash us into the sea ... The crew
fought him off the wheel and we
aborted ... Hewasn’ta coward. He
just couldn’t go back.”

Tarbert hailed from Port De-
posit, a small town on the Susque-
hanna River about 45 miles
northeast of Baltimore, according
to the Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency (DPAA), which
identified his remains.

His mother died when he was
about 14 and he was raised by
grandparents, Elliott said. He at-
tended the Tome School in Port
Deposit, now in North East, Md.,
and joined the Army in 1939.

In November 1943, then in the
Army Air Force and based at
Lowry Field, in Denver, he mar-
ried Jenevieve Judd. She was 22.
Six months later, he was shipped
out to the war in Europe. She
stayed behind in Denver.

Tarbert was assigned to the
703rd Bombardment Squadron,
445th Bombardment group, an
outfit formerly commanded by
the movie star James Stewart.

The unit’s B-24 “Liberators”
were ungainly looking aircraft.
But they carried a large payload
and were heavily armed with .50-
caliber machine guns for defense.

The planes were frequently
adorned with “nose art,” often a
racy pinup image, or a zany nick-
name, painted on the front of the
aircraft. Tarbert’s plane, Mairzy
Doats, got its name from the title
of 2 1943 novelty song.

On Sept. 27, 1944, Tarbert’s
bomb group of more than 30
planes took off from its base in
Tibenham, in southeastern Eng-
land.

It was part of an armada of 300
planes headed to attack indus-
trial facilities in Kassel, a town in
central Germany that was to give
its name to the ensuing disaster,
Miller wrote.

As they approached Kassel, the
lead plane in Tarbert’s group
veered off course, taking the for-
mation away from the others and
dropping its bombs near a town
about 20 miles away.

Then, as the group prepared to
head for home, it was attacked by
dozens of German fighters.

The American bombers had
little fighter protection of their
own, and the enemy planes shot
them down wholesale.

“I saw the ship in front of us go
down with its rudder on fire,”
recalled Mairzy Doats’s co-pilot
Lt. Carroll G. Snidow, according
to the Kassel Mission Historical
Society. “The enemy fighters
knocked out our tail gun and
turret on their first pass. Wal-
dron, our tail gunner, was injured
in the leg.”

In the end, 25 planes from
Tarbert’s bomb group were shot
down and 117 airmen were Kkilled.
Several, after bailing out, were
killed by enraged Germans on the
ground, according to Ratcliffe’s

book, “The Kassel Raid.”

Tarbert and two others from
his plane perished. Six survived.

The 445th that day “suffered
more losses than any single com-
bat unit sustained in the history
of American aerial warfare,” Mil-
ler wrote in his history. Stewart,
who had been promoted, was
called back to help calm the survi-
vors who made it home.

A few months after the war,
Mairzy Doats’s navigator, 2nd Lt.
Maynard L. Jones, wrote a letter
to co-pilot Snidow, in reply to one
Snidow had written him about
the mission. The letter appears on
the Kassel Mission Historical So-
ciety’s website.

“What you told me about [Tar-
bert] didn’t surprise me too much
because he quite often quit every-
thing to pray,” Jones wrote. “He
did on the St. Lo raid. I guess
every one of us were praying with
all our might during that [mis-
sion], but I couldn’t see where
crying would help any. Poor kid. I
feel so sorry for his wife and his
baby he’s never seen.”

In 1951, Snidow, responding to
an Army request for information
about Tarbert, wrote: “I was in-
formed by one of our gunners that
Sgt. Tarbert completely lost his
nerve during the attack by enemy
fighters and failed to fire any of
his guns.”

Elliott, Tarbert’s son, said he
resents those comments. “Dis-
gust, even anger shows up in me,”
he said in an email. “Everyone is
dead so I can’t resolve it so I don’t
think about it very often.”

He said his mother later remar-
ried and he was raised by a be-
loved stepfather. The subject of
his biological father, whom he
knew as “Daddy Johnny,” rarely
came up.

The DPAA, which works to find
and account for service members
missing in action, said it identi-
fied Tarbert after studying re-
mains recovered over the years
from the crash site and its vicini-
ty, and via DNA comparison with
Elliott and another relative.

Tarbert will be buried with full
military honors on Nov. 8 in the
Gerald B.H. Solomon Saratoga
National Cemetery, in Schuyler-
ville, N.Y.

“No tears come to my eyes,”
Elliott said. “I don’t choke up very
easily about it at all.”

“I guess I'm relieved that the
thing is finally ended and he’s laid
to rest in the country of his birth,”
he said.
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Montgomery schools update protocols on hateful acts

SCHOOLS FROM B1

said during the meeting that a
tiered system would allow for
more flexibility in how to re-
spond and would also consider
variables such as the age of the
people involved and the intent.
According to the updated pro-
tocols, a situation can be consid-
ered a “level yellow” incident if a
person lacks context or an intent
to be hurtful. The police
wouldn’t be called in such an
incident, though parents would
still be contacted. School officials
gave examples of name-calling

by a first-grader and an “unin-
tentional act” as scenarios that
would warrant a “level yellow”
designation.

The district said examples of
“level red” incidents included
vandalism, physical assault or a
“schoolwide disruption.”

The school system has been
reckoning with a rise in reports
of hate since in the past year,
with incidents continuing to in-
crease since the start of the
Israel-Gaza War.

At the March school board
meeting, officials said they were
receiving three reports of hate

each day on average during the
2023-2024 school year, com-
pared with one report every
three days the previous year.
About 60 percent of the reports
involved people being targeted
racially. Other reports involved
religion, gender identity and sex-
uality, they said.

The district has faced ques-
tions about when and how police
should be involved in responding
to such reports.

In 2023, Montgomery County
police said they saw a nearly
200 percent increase in bias
reports throughout the county,

which they attributed to a
change in procedures within the
school system. Officials wrote
that the school system reported
“all bias/hate incidents whether
a criminal offense was commit-
ted.”

Chase and other parents have
also raised questions over the
school system’s use of intent to
determine whether an act is
hateful.

Yeages Cowan, a parent of a
recent graduate and another
member of the district’s hate
advisory group, said the group
often talked about “intention

versus impact.”

“That intention, to me, is a
very nuanced issue because in
order for something to rise to the
level of hate or bias, then it does
need to have an element of intent
to it,” Cowan said. “But if a
student does something that is
impactful to the community, re-
gardless of the intention of the
student, you have to deal with
the impact.”

She added that “intent simply
ratchets up what the conse-
quences are; it doesn’t detract
from the fact that something
took place that caused harm to a

community or a person.”

Cowan gave credit to the
school system for acknowledging
its shortfalls in how it handles
alleged hate incidents and im-
proving the process. But she said
district officials need to make
sure students understand the
expectations laid in the code of
conduct.

The school system added an
online module for students, but
Cowan said that she has con-
cerns students may not be paying
attention to it. She said she
wants to see data on how effec-
tive those online courses are.

A guide to the Nov. 5 election in Virginia, including early and absentee voting

VOTING FROM B1

control and border security. Vind-
man, meanwhile, has emphasized
his support of abortion rights
while trying to tie Anderson to
Trump and “Project 2025 Both
have also said the other has not
been entirely honest about hisrec-
ord, including Vindman’s military
rank and Anderson’s residency.

This congressional seat covers a
vast, politically diverse swath of
the state, stretching from the foot-
hills of the Piedmont region into
D.C. suburbs in eastern Prince
William County. It also includes
all of Caroline, Culpeper, Greene,
King George, Madison, Orange,
Spotsylvania and Stafford coun-
ties.

‘What should I know about the
2nd Districtrace?

This military-heavy Hampton
Roads district, anchored in Vir-
ginia Beach, has been competitive
for years. Kiggans was a state sen-
ator when she defeated Democrat-
ic Rep. Elaine Luria in a close race
in 2022, and Luria had defeated a
Republican incumbent four years
before that.

Kiggans, a geriatric nurse prac-
titioner and retired Navy helicop-
ter pilot, is being challenged by
Cotter Smasal, a former Navy sur-
face warfare officer and small-
business owner. Both candidates
have attracted outside money as
each party views the district as a
key to control of the closely divid-
ed House of Representatives.

Cotter Smasal has worked to tie
Kiggans to Trump and MAGA is-
sues, suggesting Kiggans was
complicit in the former presi-
dent’s baseless efforts to under-
mine the 2020 election, and has
put special emphasis on the issue
of protecting abortion access. Kig-
gans has emphasized economic
issues — blaming Democrats for
high inflation — and has taken a
hard-line stance on immigration

and closing the nation’s southern
border.

The 2nd District includes all of
Virginia Beach, Suffolk and Isle of
Wight County, parts of Southamp-
ton County and Chesapeake, and
all of Virginia’s Eastern Shore (Ac-
comack and Northampton coun-
ties).

‘What about the U.S. Senate
race?

Kaine faces Republican Hung
Cao in what has so far been a
sleeper of a U.S. Senate campaign.

A former Richmond mayor and
Virginia governor who was Hil-
lary Clinton’s running mate in
2016, Kaine, 66, is seeking a third
term in Washington. Cao, 53, a
retired Navy captain who lives in
Purcellville, made an unsuccess-
ful bid to unseat Rep. Jennifer
Wexton (D-Va.)in the 10th District
in 2022.

While Kaine has crisscrossed
the commonwealth and dominat-
ed in fundraising, Cao has led a
lower-profile campaign with few
public appearances announced in
advance and a tight budget that
could keep him off TV in the home
stretch.

Kaine raised about $16 million
and had almost $8 million on
hand heading into July, according
to fundraising reports filed at that
time. Cao raised just over $3 mil-
lion and, after a hard-fought five-
way Republican primary, had
$415,000 on hand at that time.

Cao has not reserved time for
any broadcast TV ads for the clos-
ing months of the campaign, while
Kaine has about $2.2 million
booked, according to the Virginia
Public Access Project, a nonparti-
san tracker of money in politics.

Both men have compelling bi-
ographies that they lean into to
express their (vastly different) ap-
proaches to public policy, includ-
ing immigration.

Kaine grew up in Kansas City,
helping in his father’s ironwork-

Voters can register up to
and including Election
Day, but those who are
not registered 22 days
before Nov. 5 will have
to use a provisional
ballot.

ing shop and later teaching car-
pentry and welding at a Jesuit
missionary school in Honduras.
He launched his career as a civil
rights lawyer in Richmond after
earning a law degree from Har-
vard. He supports comprehensive
immigration revisions, enhancing
border security and creating a
path to citizenship to undocu-
mented immigrants already in the

country.

Cao, a refugee from Vietnam,
arrived in the United States at age
4 and went on to attend the U.S.
Naval Academy. He served 25
years in Navy Special Operations
and was deployed to Iraq, Afghan-
istan and Somalia. Endorsed in
his primary by Trump, Cao takes a
hard line on immigration, declar-
ing on his website: “We will build
the wall, we will secure the border
through advanced technology, we
will support the Border Patrol and
border states, and we will repel
this invasion.”

‘What aboutlocal races?

There are elections for local
government or school board posts
— orboth — in Alexandria, Arling-
ton County, Fairfax City, Herndon,
Manassas, Manassas Park and
Dumfries.

Four candidates are running
for one at-large seat on the Arling-
ton County Board in the common-

LUCY NALAND/THE WASHINGTON POST; ISTOCK

wealth’s first ranked-choice gen-
eral election, after Libby Garvey
(D), the body’s longest-serving in-
cumbent, declined to seek reelec-
tion. Julius D. “JD” Spain Sr. (D)
faces Juan Carlos Fierro (R), inde-
pendent Audrey Clement and
Madison Granger of the Forward
Party.

Also in Arlington, four candi-
dates are vying for two open seats
on the five-person school board.
Two candidates, Kathleen A. Clark
and Zuraya Tapia-Hadley, have
been endorsed by the county
Democratic Party. The other two
candidates are physician and
mental health professional James
“Vell” Rives and former teacher
Paul Weiss.

All seven spots on Alexandria
City Council are on the ballot. The
mayor’s race is uncontested, with
City Council member Alyia
Gaskins (D) expected to win.

She isjoined on the Democratic
ticket by four other incumbents —

Canek Aguirre, Sarah R. Bagley,
John Taylor Chapman and R. Kirk
McPike — as well as Alexandria
School Board members Abdel S.
Elnoubi and Jacinta Greene. They
will face independents Roy Byrd
and Mason Butler and Republican
Celianna Gunderson for the other
six seats on the body, all of which
are elected at-large.

All seats on the nine-person
Alexandriaschool board willbe on
the ballot in uncontested races.
There are nine candidates, includ-
ing five incumbents, running for
the seats divided by each of the
city’s three voting districts.

‘Where and when can I vote?

You can cast an early ballot at
your local registrar’s office or at a
satellite polling station open in
most localities most days through
Nov. 2, the Saturday before the day
of the election.

Check to make sure you are
registered to vote. Voters can reg-
ister up to and including Election
Day (but those who are not regis-
tered 22 days before Nov. 5 will
have to use a provisional ballot).

At the registrar’s office or satel-
lite voting location, you must pro-
vide your name and address and
show an acceptable form of identi-
fication or sign an ID confirma-
tion statement.

You can also vote early via an
absentee ballot after applying for
one with your local registrar’s of-
fice. Those ballots can be mailed in
to the registrar’s office or, in many
localities, deposited in drop boxes
at designated locations.

Voters have until 7 p.m. on Elec-
tion Day to drop off absentee bal-
lots. If they are mailed, they must
be postmarked on or before Elec-
tion Day and received by noon on
the Friday after the election.

Teo Armus and Karina Elwood in
Washington and Laura Vozzella and
Gregory S. Schneider in Richmond
contributed to this report.

Virginia’s 7th District nominees accuse each other of dodging tough questions

7TH DISTRICT FROM B1

points in their most recent elec-
tions.

Attacks so far have also focused
on matters of transparency, such
as Vindman’s military rank and
Anderson’s residency. Farns-
worth said those might have lim-
ited pull for Virginia voters.

“Most of the opposition re-
search items are not going to
matter to most voters — they
already know who they’re voting
for in these partisan times,” he
added. “But even a relatively mi-
nor thing may matter to some-
body”

Nonpartisan political analysts,
including those at the Cook Politi-
cal Report, have generally charac-
terized the political makeup of
the 7th District as one that gives
Democrats a slight advantage as
they seek to win control of the
House.

The GOP’s House campaign
arm has listed the 7th as one of
about three dozen Democratic-
held targets it is looking to flip
this year, and Inside Elections
shifted the race in late Augustto a
pure “toss-up.”

Vindman appears to have the
fundraising edge so far. As of June

5

30, he had $2.28 million in the
bank, compared with about
$460,000 for Anderson, accord-
ing to the nonpartisan Virginia
Public Access Project, positioning
him to better spread his message
to voters.

The Democrat’s campaign has
spent $315,000 on television ads,
with $2.57 million in ads from the
House Majority PAC, which has
ties to the House Democratic
leadership.

Anderson has also attracted
$1.8 million in advertising on his
behalf from the Congressional
Leadership Fund, a group affiliat-
ed with House Speaker Mike
Johnson (R-La.), and spent $3,355
on the first television ad of the
general election, VPAP reported.

That spot cast him as an “inde-
pendent leader for Virginia” who
is focused on “securing the bor-
der, fighting inflation, improving
our schools and putting families
first”

But his restrained tone did not
last long. Since June, the Ander-
son campaign and the National
Republican Congressional Com-
mittee, the campaign arm for the
House GOP, have leveraged
claims of “stolen valor” after
some social media posts from the

Yevgeny “Eugene” Vindman, a Democrat running in Virginia’s 7th
District, shakes hands with Lilian Tumalu in Stafford in June.

Vindman campaign referred to
the candidate as a “retired Army
colonel”

“In these partisan times,
anything that your side
does is forgivable.”

Stephen Farnsworth,
a political scientist at
the University of Mary Washington

Trump fired Vindman from a
post at the National Security
Council after the ethics officer
helped his identical twin brother,
Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman,
make a report about Trump pres-
suring Ukrainian leaders to dig
up U.S. political dirt. Vindman
was promoted to colonel in 2021
but needed to serve three years to
retire in that role rather than as a
lieutenant colonel.

The Vindman campaign did
not directly address the attacks
but said in a statement: “Eugene
Vindman was promoted to Colo-
nel on the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial in 2021 by Senator Tim
Kaine, who he is proud to be on

the ballot with this year.”

Allegations have come from
the Democratic side, too.

The Vindman abortion ad that
aired this month features a social
media post from Anderson saying
that the Supreme Court “finally
got it right” after it overturned
the Roe v. Wade decision. He
denied in the Daily Progress op-
ed that he opposes limits on
contraception or IVF.

That topic came up again at a
Tuesday night forum in Manassas
— an exchange that the Vindman
campaign and its allies seized
upon.

The event’s moderator,
WUSA9’s Larry Miller, asked An-
derson: “Do you support a wom-
an’s right to choose, yes or no?”

“I support the states’ [ability]
to be able to make those decisions
that best fits those states,” the
candidate replied. Pressed again,
he said, “Look, I’'ve answered the
question twice now.”

The Vindman campaign was
out with a news release about the
exchange within hours. But Farn-
sworth, the political scientist,
said he is still waiting to see if
such messaging will actually
change voters’ minds.

“In these partisan times, any-

PHOTOS BY AMANDA ANDRADE-RHOADES FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Derrick Anderson, a Republican seeking the 7th District seat,
campaigns at a polling place in Spotsylvania Courthouse on June 18

thing that your side does is forgiv-
able, and anything that the other
side does is monstrous,” he said.

“Most people will view the charg-
es and countercharges in that
framework.”
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MARYLAND

Fire near Orioles stadium damages
six buildings in downtown Baltimore
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Firefighters at the scene of a multi-building fire Sunday at West Lombard and South Eutaw streets in
Baltimore. Officials said there were no known injuries, and the cause is under investigation.

BY EMILY DAVIES

A five-alarm fire ripped
through six buildings and shut
down swaths of downtown Balti-
more on Sunday morning, ac-
cording to a city fire department
spokesman.

The fire, which began about
9:30 a.m., was extinguished by
the late afternoon, said John

Marsh, the fire spokesman. It
“completely affected” one resi-
dential building and five busi-
nesses, including an Ethiopian
restaurant and a liquor store,
Marsh said.

There were no known injuries.
Fire officials were investigating
what caused the blaze, Marsh
said.

The fire occurred about two

blocks from Camden Yards,
hours before the Baltimore Ori-
oles were scheduled to take on
the Detroit Tigers. City officials
closed off a two-block radius
between Eutaw and Lombard
streets and suspended light-rail
service in the downtown area.
By 3:30 p.m., the light rail was
running, some streets had re-
opened and the game had begun.

MARYLAND

Montgomery oflicer fatally shoots
man during confrontation, police say

BY DAN MORSE
AND MARTIN WEIL

A Montgomery County police
officer shot and Kkilled a man
during a confrontation Saturday
in the Wheaton-Glenmont area,
according to county and state
officials.

The man was apparently hold-
ing a grill fork, state officials
said. It was not clear whether the
officer thought it was something
else, but police had shouted
“Drop the knife” before the
shooting, according to a news
release Sunday evening from the
Independent Investigations Di-
vision of the Maryland Attorney
General’s Office. The division
investigates fatal police shoot-
ings in the state.

The man, who was not identi-
fied, did not comply with the
command, the attorney general’s

office said.

The incident unfolded about
7:45 p.m. Saturday, when Mont-
gomery officers were called to
the 3400 block of Janet Road for
a reported assault in progress.

Officers found a man in a yard
holding an object in his right
hand and yelled their com-
mands, the attorney general’s
office said.

The man then began to cross a
street and an officer fired his
weapon, according to the news
release. Officials did not say how
close the two were when the
officer fired.

Officers immediately gave first
aid, according to officials, and
called for medics. The man was
pronounced dead at the scene. A
grill fork was recovered near his
body, the attorney general’s of-
fice said.

The police officer who fired

was not identified. In such cases,
the attorney general’s office gen-
erally releases the names of the
deceased person and the officers
within two business days.

Officers at the scene were
equipped with body-worn cam-
eras. The attorney general’s of-
fice expects to release that foot-
age and often does so within 20
days of such incidents.

The nature of the alleged as-
sault was not specified, and the
number of alleged victims was
not provided.

It was not clear whether the
man knew the victim or victims,
or what motivated the assault.

The site is a residential street
between Connecticut and Geor-
gia avenues. It is about six miles
north of the Capital Beltway. The
street includes mainly one- and
two-story single-family houses
with lawns and driveways.
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MARY MCFADDEN, 85

A fixture of haute couture who
looked to antiquity for inspiration

BY EMILY LANGER

Mary McFadden, a fashion de-
signer who drew on ancient
themes for modern wear, weav-
ing the colors and motifs of
Greek antiquity, Egyptian my-
thology and the Italian Renais-
sance into clothing that made
her for years a fixture of haute
couture, died Sept. 13 in South-
ampton, N.Y. She was 85.

The cause was myelodysplasia,
a blood disorder, said her broth-
er, John McFadden.

Ms. McFadden spent her ca-
reer making what admirers con-
sidered wearable art, a line of
clothing so original that any of
her creations was immediately
identifiable as hers. From season
to season, she traversed cen-
turies and continents in her
themed collections, the products
of her insatiable curiosity about
the world and a jet-setting life
that allowed her to see it.

The daughter of a prosperous
cotton broker, Ms. McFadden
lived during the early years of her
life on a cotton plantation in
Tennessee where, by her account,
there was “no thought of clothes.”
She acquired her worldliness in
part through her travels with her
grandmother, who introduced
Ms. McFadden to the Paris fash-
ion scene when she was in her
teens.

She began designing her own
clothing in the 1960s when she
accompanied her first of nearly a
dozen husbands to South Africa,
where he was a director of the De
Beers diamond factory. Ms. Mc-
Fadden became a journalist for
Vogue South Africa and eventual-
ly moved to the magazine’s office
in New York, where her designs
impressed her colleagues and
made their way into the maga-
zine.

With backing from fashion
editor Diana Vreeland, Ms. Mc-
Fadden launched her namesake
label in 1976. She dressed women
including Babe Paley, the trend-
setting wife of CBS chairman
William S. Paley, and former first
lady Jacqueline Kennedy Onas-
sis.
Ms. McFadden’s calling card
was a patented pleated synthetic
fabric that she called Marii. (The
term was her first name ren-
dered with what she described as
“a Japanese feeling to it.”) She
sourced the material in Aus-
tralia, shipped it to Japan to be
dyed and then brought it to the
United States, where it under-
went a heat-transfer treatment
that set permanent tiny pleats.

The pleats gave the impres-
sion, as Ms. McFadden once de-
scribed it to the New York Times,
that the material fell “like liquid
gold against the body” On a
practical level, the process made
the fabric virtually impossible to
crease, a distinct advantage for
Ms. McFadden’s wealthy clien-
tele who toted her clothing in
suitcases around the world.

“They could get into a plane
and never have to worry,” she
told an interviewer, Laura
McLaws Helms, in 2013. “One
time, in Florida one of the maids
in the hotel picked up one of my
Marii pleated dresses and she
went downstairs to try to take
the creases out and she came
back to my client — she was
apologizing as she was unable to
take the pleats out. She tried all
day!”

Ms. McFadden used her Marii
fabric as well as opulent embroi-
dery and beading in collections
that seemed to know no geo-
graphic or historical bounds.

Her Greek collection featured
pleated gowns that fell straight
down in a manner that recalled
the columns of Acropolis and
other ruins. To evoke ancient
Egypt, she incorporated striking
gold macramé, said Rachel Sep-
ielli, the assistant curator of the
Mary McFadden archive at Drex-
el University’s Fox Historic Cos-
tume Collection in Philadelphia.

Ms. McFadden devoted a year
of study to “The Tale of Genji,” an
11th-century novel by the Japa-
nese noblewoman Murasaki
Shikibu, before creating a collec-
tion that transferred the botani-
cal imagery of the literary work
to hand-painted clothing.

Perhaps her most acclaimed
collection, according to Sepielli,
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Fashion designer Mary McFadden, seen in 2004 at the Allentown
Art Museum in Pennsylvania, traversed centuries and continents
from season to season in her themed collections.

was one inspired by the Medici
family of Florence in Renais-
sance Italy. The designs, made
from luxurious velvet, featured
heraldic imagery and embroi-
dery, along with puffed sleeves
that updated a centuries-old
style for the 1980s fashion world.

Ms. McFadden, whose designs
were first sold at the luxury
department store Henri Bendel
and came to include jewelry,
lingerie, linens and home fur-
nishings, closed her business in
2002.

“People’s  lifestyles  have
changed. It’s a much more re-
laxed way of living,” she told the
Wall Street Journal a few years
later. “They wear blue jeans a lot
of the time, and these very exag-
gerated, opulent clothes didn’t
have a place in the 21st century”

The pleated fabric Marii
gave the impression
that the material fell

“like liquid gold against

the body.”

Mary McFadden, describing her
patented fabric to the New York Times

Ms. McFadden cultivated a
personal image as arresting as
many of her designs, with a
jet-black bob hairstyle and a face
that she powdered to a pale
white. She was an irresistible
subject for society-page scribes
since her days as a debutante
with an aura of privilege that
belied the difficulties of her
youth.

Mary Josephine McFadden
was born on Oct. 1, 1938, in New
York City. Her mother was a
concert pianist and, like Ms.
McFadden’s father, came from a
wealthy and socially prominent
family.

Ms. McFadden spent roughly
her first decade on the plantation
near Memphis where her father’s
career had taken the family. She
and her two brothers moved with
their mother to Long Island after
their father was Killed in an
avalanche while skiing in Colora-
do in 1948.

Ms. McFadden, who attended
the Foxcroft boarding school in
Middleburg, Va., recalled a dis-
tant relationship with her moth-
er. “You were not invited to the
table until you were twenty years
old because it was felt you had
nothing interesting to say,” Ms.
McFadden told New York maga-

zine in 1990.

Ms. McFadden studied at the
Traphagen School of Fashion in
New York City — her only formal
training in fashion design — as
well as at the Sorbonne in Paris
and Columbia University.

She worked briefly in public
relations at Dior before moving
with her first husband, Philip
Harari, to South Africa, where
she had a daughter and ventured
into journalism with a job at
Vogue South Africa.

She was reporting from Rho-
desia, modern-day Zimbabwe,
when she met Frank McEwen, a
leading art gallerist whom she
married after divorcing Harari.
Following her divorce from McE-
wan, Ms. McFadden returned to
the United States with her
daughter and began working as a
special projects editor at Vogue.

Ms. McFadden described mar-
riage as a “very dicey operation.”
She met one of her husbands,
Armin Schmidt, at a nightclub in
New York, saw him little after
they wed and filed for divorce on
the grounds of what she charac-
terized as desertion.

Her marriage in 1989 to Kohle
Yohannan, then a college stu-
dent, and their subsequent di-
vorce attracted tabloid news cov-
erage. She was later married to
theatrical director Vasilios Calit-
sis and was a longtime partner of
Nobel Prize-winning physicist
Murray Gell-Mann.

Ms. McFadden told Women’s
Wear Daily in May that she was
happy she had married 11 times,
because “each person was a dif-
ferent experience.” When asked if
she would consider a 12th union,
she replied, “surely.”

Ms. McFadden’s daughter, Jus-
tine Harari, died in 2023. Besides
her brother, John, survivors in-
clude two half-brothers.

Despite her travels, which
took her to dozens of countries,
and a lifestyle that made her a
celebrity equal to many of the
women who wore her clothes,
Ms. McFadden harked back to
her early days on a plantation to
describe herself as a “country
girl”

Only when she began to spend
more time abroad, she said, did
she begin to see “how fashion
was really important in a wom-
an’s life.”

“It hadn’t become important
to me until I saw and was old
enough to see how these women
spent all day trying to make
themselves beautiful,” she said,
before adding: “You wouldn’t
think that picking out a dress
would be really important, but it

o ”

1S

Ms. McFadden at her Allentown Art Museum exhibition in 2004.
In her collections, she used her pleated synthetic fabric Marii and

opulent embroidery and beading.
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Enter for the chance to win a pair of tickets to The Psychedelic Furs &

The Jesus and Mary Chain on October 6 at The Anthem

English alternative rock band The Psychedelic Furs dropped Made of Rain in 2020 following a 1990’s multi-year break. “With a
cohesive, warm and often melancholy rock drive, the album is blessed with great songs...” (loudersound.com). Scottish alternative
rock band The Jesus and Mary Chain released record Glasgow Eyes in March. “It's a staggering, swaggering achievement more vital

than anything they’ve done in the last 35 years” (recordcollectormag.com).

See details at washingtonpost.com/entertainment/events/lists/388
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ARONOFSKY

WAYNE ARONOFSKY
Wayne Aronofsky, aged 70, passed awaP/
on September 9, 2024 at his home in Sil-
ver Spring, Maryland. He was born on June
3, 1954 in Dallas, Texas to Molly and Julius
Aronofsky. After moving to Connecticut
and Pennsylvania, he returned to Dallas
in time to graduate from Hillcrest High in
1972. He attended MIT in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts. For the past twenty-five years,
Wayne has worked with dedication for the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Plan-
ning Commission as a Public Service Repre-
sentative at the Fairland Sports & Aquatics
Complex in Laurel, Maryland. A music-lov-
er, he also played chess and bridge. He
was funny, caring, persevering, brave, and
could cook up a delicious spaghetti. Pre-
ceded in death by his loving parents and
his sister Barbara Aronofsky Latham, he is
survived by his sisters Ellen Aronofsky Cole
and Sharon Aronofsky Weltman; brothers-
in-law Brian Cole and Jerry Weltman; niec-

HUNT

JOHN WILLIAM HUNT

The members of the Fairfax
Co. Retired Police Association
regret to announce the death
of John William Hunt on Sep-
tember 12, 2024. He was a
Patrol Officer assigned to the
Annandale District Station at the time of
his retirement in 1973.

LOVELAND

o’ LEARY g Y

MYRA JANETTE O’LEARY
Happx Birthday to a woman who changed
the lives of so many as a teacher,
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Emanuel in Kensington, Maryland. In lieu of
flowers, contributions can be made to Cor-
nerstone Montgomery or PLAN of Mary-
land-DC. We will miss him forever.

BATTLE

PHILLIP STEVEN BATTLE (Age 81)
Tuesday, September 17,
m 2024 Phillip Battle of Temple
/ eternal rest. Loving husband
WISEMAN| of Delphine Battle. Devoted
father of Deidre (Russell) Gary.

many other relatives and friends. Fam
will receive friends on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25, from 10 a.m. until the time
Baptist Church, 2200 Iverson St. Hillcrest
Heights, MD 20748. Interment Haiti Cem-
etery, Trenton, North Carolina.

Hills, Maryland entered into

Also survived by one grandson Rhys GarK/

of funeral service at 11 a.m. at Hillcrest
www.wisemanfuneralhome.net

CATHERINE C. LOVELAND
On Monday, September 9, 2024 of Poto-
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cherished grandmother of Andrew, Ryan, 5".$885
Connor, and Cara Loveland. ey

UNDAY
Family will receive friends at PUMPHREY'S Color
COLONIAL FUNERAL HOME, 300 W. Mont- 3"-$710
gomery Ave, Rockville, MD on Tuesday, g"-gg;g

September 24, 2024 from 6 to 9 p.m. Mass
of Christian Burial will be celebrated at
St. Raphel Catholic Church, 1513 Dunster
Road, Rockville, MD on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25, 2024 at 10:30 a.m. Interment to
follow at All Souls Cemetery, Germantown,
MD.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be
made to Facial Pain Association https://
www.facepain.org/

Please view and sign the family guest book
at:
www.PumphreyFuneralHome.com

PACHENKER

SYLVIA G. PACHENKER (Age 102)
On Saturday, September 21,
2024, Sylvia Pachenker, of sl
ver Spring, MD passed away.
Beloved wife of the late Hyman
Joseph Pachenker; devoted
mother of Marlene (Thomas)
Broskey; cherished grandmother of Rachel
and Jonathan Broskey; great grandmother
of Jack and Evelyn Broskey. Retired from
the federal government after working 30
years, Sylvia was active in several clubs
and organizations in Leisure World which
included organizing and leading trips.
Graveside service will be held Monday,
September 23, 2024, 2 p.m. at Norbeck
Memorial Park, 16225 Batchellors Forest
Road, Olney, MD 20832. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions may be made to st
Jude Children’s Research Hospital (stjude.
rg). Services entrusted to Sagel Bloom-
field Danzansky Goldberg Funeral Care.
www.sagelbloomfield.com

OTTO C. GRAHAM JR. (Age 91)
Otto Chester Graham Jr. of Potomac, Mary-
land passed away peacefully surrounded by
his adoring family on September 5, 2024.
Otto was born on June 22, 1933 in Phila-
delphia, PA to Bertha Irene & Otto Chester
Graham, Sr. He grew up in Yeadon, PA along-
side his five loving sisters: Lillian, Frances,
Barbara, Carolyn, and Virginia (Jennie). Otto
served in the Air Force as a radio operator
and cryptographer from 1953 - 1957, be-
fore completing his undergraduate degree
at Howard University. Otto worked as a fi-

GRAHAM

nancial manager for the federal government
for 33 years, retiring from the Federal Trade
Commission in 1993. He met the love of his
life, Andrea Diane Graham in 1965 and over
59 incredible years, went on to share man
adventures, three children and four grand-
children. Otto loved spending time with his
friends and family, especially his wonderful
grandchildren. In his retirement, he learned
piano, cruised the world with Diane and
volunteered with his church and as a Court
Appointed Special Advocate working with
children in the Maryland Court system. He
was the life of every party and an exception-
al stora/teller genealogist and mentor. He is
missed by all who knew him.

He is survived by his wife, Andrea Diane
Graham; his children, Noelle Allen, Evan
Graham and Valerie Graham; his son-in-law,
Kevin Allen; his grandchildren Dorian Mer-
ritt, Brittany Allen, Andrew Allen, Isabella
Allen; his sisters Carolyn Young and Virginia
Graham and a host of cousins, nieces, neph-
ews and friends

Services will be held on Tuesday, September
24, 2024 at the People’s Community Baptist
Church: 31 Norbeck Road, Silver Spring, MD.
10 a.m. Viewing, 11 a.m. Service. Interment
at Gate of Heaven Cemetery. Arrangements
by March Life Tribute Center: www.march-
lifetributecenters.com

JOSEPH V. POPOLO $Age 88)
Jospeh V. Popolo, Sr., 88, of Lincroft, New
Jersey, passed away peacefull¥] on Sep-
tember 9, 2024 at Monmouth Medical
Center, Long Branch, New Jersey. Joe was
born on June 23, 1936, in Washington, DC,
to Rocco L. and Teresa C. (Ellis) Popolo. Joe
attended Gonzaga College High School in
Washington, DC, very proudly graduating
from the Class of 1954. He graduated from
The Catholic University of America with a
Bachelor of Science in Physics, Bachelor
of Electrical Engineering and a Masters of
Electrical Engineering in 1961. Upon grad-
uation he moved to Boston to work at MIT
for Raytheon Corporation where he worked
on the guidance system for NASA's Apollo
System. While working, he attended Boston
College where he received his MBA in 1967.
In 1968, he moved to Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
and shortly thereafter moved to Holmdel,

POPOLO

New Jersey where he joined Interdata Cor-
poration as SVP of Global Sales. In 1977 he
founded Misco, In., a mini-computer supply
company, which he sold to Gillette in 1985.
He was a serial entrepreneur and launched
many ventures over the rest of his long ca-
reer while also finding the time to enjoy his
lifelong loves of sailing and politics. Joe was
a devoted son, father and grandfather. He
will be greatly missed, always loved and
never forgotten.

Joe was predeceased by his beloved parents,
his only sister, Theresa Popolo Seamone and
his cherished daughter, Beth Anne Bach. He
is survived by the mother of his children,
Mary Ellen Connelly, and his loving children,
Christina M. Howard, and her husband, Ger-
ald Howard, of McLean, Virginia, Joesph V.
Popolo Jr. and his wife, Christine, of Dallas,
Texas and Julie A. Daley of Rumson, New
Jersey, along with his adored grandchildren
Katherine (Kit), Edward, Joseph V. lIl (Buck),
Abigail, Eirann, Connor, Meaghan, Hugo, El-
lis, Sean and Hannah.

Arrangements were entrusted to Shore
Point Funeral Home and Cremation Ser-
vices, Inc. 3269 State Highway/Route 35
North, Hazlet, New Jersey. In respect of Joe's
wishes he was privately cremated. A Funer-
al Mass will be offered on October 4, 2024,
at 4 p.m., St. Bartholomew Catholic Church,
6900 River Road, Bethesda, Maryland. A re-
pass will follow at the home of Christina and
Jerry Howard. In lieu of flowers, a memorial
gift may be made to The Beth Anne Bach
Scholarship Fund at The Catholic Founda-
tion at www.catholicfoundation.com. For
more information, or to send condolences
]Eﬁ the family, please visit, www.shorepoint-
.com
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JUNE CHO BAEK

March 13, 1934 - September 18, 2024

Passed away peacefully at the age of 90.
Beloved wife of the late Ki Soo. Lova
mother of the late Yong Soek, In Soel

(Jackie), Eun Mi (Jong Sik) and Andrew
(Laura). Daughter of Cho Won Gil and Lee
In Pil. Sister of Yung Yong, Yong Sook, Yun

Chul, Yung Kuk, Yung Nam, Ju Eun an

Yung Man. Loving grandmother of Richard
(Jennifer), James, Carolyn (Sharad), Douglas
(Feng), Jean (Hank), Nina (John), Julia and
David. Loving great-grandmother of Sean,
Lucas, Rohan, Eli, Ezra, Edmund, Ava and
Joshua. June loved spending time with
her family, and she was a skilled painter. A
Funeral Mass will be held on Wednesday,
September 25, 2024 at 11 a.m. at Our Lady
of Hope Catholic Church, 46639 Algonkian
Parkway, Potomac Falls, VA 20165. The
family will receive friends at 10 a.m. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be made in
her name to the Sterling Volunteer Rescue
Squad at https://sterlingrescue.org/donate
or Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church at
https://membership.faithdirect.net/VA79.
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JAMES PETER DEOUDES
January 7, 1928 - September 16, 2024

On September 16, 2024, James Peter
Deoudes “Jimmie” lay down to rest for the
last time. His journey of 96 years is now
over. Our memories of him now begin.

Born and raised in Washington, DC, Jim-
mie was the oldest son of Peter and Irene
Deoudes. He grew up with his three young-
er brothers, Mitchell, Nicholas and George,
working from a young age in the family pro-
duce business. In 1952, he married Demetria
Kalonturos and the two of them enjoyed a
loving relationship for 65 years. Jimmie and
Dee had three children: Renee, Peter and
Christopher.

In 1957, understanding that the time had
come in his life to take a risk if he were to
profit from opportunity, he traveled across
country with his wife, mother-in-law, three-
year-old daughter and little money, and
eventually refocated to Salinas, California
in 1958. Leaving family, friends, life as he
knew it behind, and with no job lined up, in
time he became a trusted, successful and
independent produce broker supplying his
clients with top-quality vegetables until he
retired at the age of eighty-four. An import-
ant and treasured aspect of his success was
his personal and business relationship with
his brother Nick.

Jimmie was one of the richest men his
family and friends knew. He was happy
with who he was. He felt blessed to have a
wonderful family and loyal friends. He thor-
oughly enjoyed his profession as a produce
broker. He was a great heart who knew how
much glory there is in being a magnificent
husband, father, grandfather, great-grand-
father, brother, uncle and friend. If things
were going badly, how glad we were to see
him come around the corner. He always had
a word of encouragement when our confi-
dence was flagging.

At 510.5", Jimmie was a reminder that gi-
ants come in all shapes and sizes. He had
a clear-eyed view of human nature and the
human predicament, and the emotional
resiliency and ability to cope in the face

DEOUDES

of adversity. Perhaps these qualities were
strengthened by his service in the United
States Navy for two years at the end of
World War Il and the beginning of the Cold
War. Then again, though men and women
intellectually and emotionally ripen grad-
ually through their lives, in Jimmie's case,
his moral nature was born early and fully
equipped.

Jimmie's good manners and courtesy were
not mere affectations. They were constant
reminders to all who knew him to notice
that it all matters—that the boorishness, in-
decency and vulgarity that pollutes so much
of our “culture could be effectively coun-
tered by decency and fairmindedness. He
demonstrated that enduring success in the
world of business was linked inseparably to
the cultivation of an ethical and emotional
intelligence; a reasonable and civil tone; a
suspicion of abstractions untested by expe-
rience; and a personal indifference to power
and wealth if it trampled upon the rights of
others. Simply put, he was magnanimous
in every way.

Greek Orthodox in his beliefs, Jimmie
thought that without religion or devotion
of some kind, nothing great or good would
ever be accomplished. And, because he
represented the fgemal personality and gen-
erous instincts of the best in his faith, it was
easy for him to build himself into the hearts
of all who knew him—from the checkers in
his favorite grocery stores, to salespeople at
department stores, to the men and women
in the businesses he represented in agricul-
ture. Nothing delighted Jimmie more than
his fond and loyal friendships.

Jimmie prized a love of the earth and its
abundance. For that reason, it was no sur-
prise to his family that he enjoyed garden-
ing, had the greenest of thumbs, with plants
both inside and outside his home flourish-
ing. Another great hobby of his was reading
on a wide range of subjects.

Jimmie was predeceased by his parents Pe-
ter and Irene Deoudes; his wife Demetria;
and his brother George. He is survived by
his brothers Nick and Mitchell; daughter
Renee Kezirian (Richard), sons Pete (Ruth-
ie) and Chris (Toni); four grandchildren,
Adrienne Kezirian, Marisa (Kezirian) Rogoff,
Zoe Deoudes and Allison Deoudes; and a
great-grandson, Riley Rogoff.

The family wishes to thank his exceptional
caregivers at Carmelo Park who graciously
and tirelessly offered comfort and comP
sion. Mission Mortuary in Monterey, Cal for
nia assisted with the burial arrangements.
There will be a private family celebration of
Jimmie's life. In lieu of flowers, the family
welcomes donations in his memory to the
donor’s favorite charity.

Our father, grandfather, great-grandfather,
brother, uncle and best friend lived out his
life with courage, determination, joy and
purpose. It is now his family’s turn to strug-
gle, rise above our limitations and emulate
Jimmie's great example.

Good night sweet prince/And flights of An-
gels/sSing thee to thy rest! (Shakespeare)

BRIAN JOSEPH GRIFFIN
Brian Joseph Griffin, born June 1, 1972,
passed away September 16, 2024, at the
age of 52 after a fiercely fought battle with
cancer. A proud Wisconsin native, Brian was
a longtime resident of Washington, DC.

Brian grew up in the Town of Raymond,
Wisconsin where he enjoyed exploring the
countryside with his dog Murphy and other
“Raymond Roughnecks”. He graduated from
the University of Wisconsin (Bachelor of Arts
- Political Science) and was forever a zealous
Badger fan.

Brian “began” his career in Washington, DC
as a United States Senate Page. He worked
in the Senate Cloakroom and thereafter ded-
icated many years to public service in the
offices of former Senator Thomas A. Daschle
(South Dakota) and former Senator Byron L.
Dorgan (North Dakota). Brian made friends
on both sides of the aisle and knew how
to build a consensus. He amassed a widely
influential, and deeply authentic network,
forged lifelong friendships, and truly made a
lasting impact.

GRIFFIN

After leaving Capitol Hill, Brian joined Hon-
eywell International as Vice President of
Government Relations. He thereafter served
at The Duberstein Group for more than 16
years, most recently as Managing Partner.

Known for his generosity, humor, Midwest-
ern Charm, intelligence, determination, love
of life and steadfast loyalty, Brian's innate
ability to lift up those around him was a
hallmark of his life. Whether it was helping
someone find their footing, offering a guiding
hand during difficult times, or simply being a
source of light and support, Brian's passion
for bettering the lives of others was exceed-
ed only by his unwavering love and commit-
ment to his family, which will be his greatest
Ihegacy and will be forever embedded in our
earts.

Brian is survived by his beloved wife, Anna,
and their four children: Benjamin, Madeline,
Charlie, and Teddy. He also leaves behind his
mother, Rosemary Linstroth; father, Patrick
J. Griffin; stepfather, John W. Linstroth; step-
mother, Abby Griffin; and his siblings: Patricia
Griffin, Kelly Linstroth, and Matt_Linstroth.
Brian's extended famlly includes numerous
aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins, and
an immeasurable number of friends.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
The Prevent Cancer Foundation in Brian's
honor. Please consider contributing to this
cause at preventcancer.org/donate.

A Memorial Service was held on September
20, 2024, at Cathedral of St. Matthew the
Apostle in Washington, DC and a Celebration
of Life followed at the St. Regis Hotel, Wash-
ington, DC.

i
| ROXK, |04
| |

Ef @j"kllﬁﬁﬁ




B6 EZ RE THE WASHINGTON POST - MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2024

THE WEATHER

WASHINGTONPOST.COM/WEATHER °* X: @CAPITALWEATHER + FACEBOOK.COM/CAPITALWEATHER

Chances of rain return Today Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday OFFICIAL RECORD
Mainly cloudy Mostly cloudy : Showers Chance of a Clouds and A shower T N
pIRy = Very few peeks of sun are expected in around; humidi shower sunshine possible emperatures averace  § mecoro [ actuar [ Forecast
’ ., themostly overcast skies. High . Lo Y 100
4 *  temperatures should top out within S ¢ v [ ®
a few degrees of 70, cooled a bit by v ® | %
moderate breezes. Showers may { 6 O - i - 80
start spotty and very light during the early to ] l ' o
midafternoon, but by sunset we may see 730 700 740 820 8 10 77 o ' I ' B 1111 l —
moderate-intensity showers and even a couple of 65 65 67 67 65 62 60 8§ ¥
periods of steadier rain. Overnight, limited FEELS™: 74° FEELS: 70° FEELS: 76° FEELS: 84° FEELS: 83° FEELS: 75° 50 50
periods of showers and light, steady rain remain CHNGE PRECIP: 25% P: 25% P: 90% P: 30% P: 25% P: 30% ot e I s L 40
possible, bqt precipitation may taper slightly WIND: SE 6-12 mph W: ESE 6-12 mph W: SE 6-12 mph W: ESE 4-8 mph W: ENE 6-12 mph W: E 6-12 mph e T L] T & &
before sunrise Tuesday. HUMIDITY: High H: High H: High H: Very High H: High H: High 0 | | ! I ! | | %0
W Th F Sa Su M Tu w Th F Sa Su M Tu w
Statistics through 5 p.m. Sunday
REGION NATION  vcatror map testures for noon tos. National Dulles BWI
* 1¥4%a“g %" ARRA N AAANANANNNS High 77°2:23 p.m. 74° 2:00 p.m. 73° 3:37 p.m.
. Y b NN low 67°3:36am. 64°543am.  64°4:39am
& Harrisburg ~ Philadelphia , Faitehnks s~ eas Vancouver Saskatoon ey *3:36am. °5:43 a.m. © 4:39 am.
73/628 % w4940 11N1685/55 1 * 64/48 WM o /e o
6 & 69/62 & N “a O whn B g C.algary N SN N Halifax Record high  98° 1895 94° 2010 99° 1931
) 2l e § b At i Record low  39° 1904 35°1962 37° 1962
el 1, Baltimore NS A ®Seattle  71/51 “eWinnipeg Yot 65/48
& e 72/64 Dover Anchorage d & ;ﬁ:. 71/56 = 65/49 o Sa L L Difference from 30-yr. avg. (National): this month: -1.0° yr. to date: +2.3°
. 3 *73/64 50744 Y %% % %% o Sy g%
Davis Washington e ® Cape May ~ \6 (JuneJale 0 > : i ES‘ !"\"ig\s: X e TDrOntD\ N PreCIpltatlon PREVIOUS YEAR NORMAL I LATEST
73/60 73/65 é: nggolls 71/63 58/ a1 3/82 MinneaDO"S - % Boston 7 7
w / 8 &  OCEAN:73° AV Detroit 64/58 6 &
~ ; . - ¥l 5 -
- - Charlottesville Ocean City NANMNAAN o New York
3 . 73/63 72/65 salt LEKE Clty 69/58 4" | 4
. LI OCEAN: 73° 79/ 56«:: 70/\69 X S 3] 1 u s
® | exington =L &8 y Denver AN o || || | | o
76/65 . .. 81/49 St. Loui r- = t [ r
Richmond o : \2: kY o "1 .
77/65 Virginia Beach " Albuguerque 3 s o N D J FoomoA M J A
74/68 2 ; National Dulles BWI
Norfolk® ¢ ocEaN: 740 ® 80/56 . 4 L
S 75/67 Ve s SRRNR . Past 24 hours  0.32" 0.03" 0.33"
raV e e Kitty Hawk ] B tR \\§§§? Total this month ~ 0.77" 0.64" 0.63"
28 73/63 caas N 1 P S Normal - 2.90" 286" 322"
® OCEAN: 74° :'{SSE\“  Hilo Total this year 29.86" 26.42“ 29.95"
i - i . Honolulu *** 83/70 Normal  30.91 32.18 33.11
Pollen: High . Air Quallty: Good 88/77 ;:Q&_@Yd
Grass Moderate Dominant cause: Ozone : : : :d 7] ot
Trees  Low ) o R
i - H ) H
Vr\;/i?js ::2: ngt Io-foi‘ﬁ L LI LY Moon Phases Solar system
N & G G Rise Set
H Sun 6:57a.m. 7:03 p.m.
Blue Ridge: Today, mostly cloudy. A stray afternoon . o s . o | oo Worm Font St . Sep24 Oct2 Oct10 Oct1? Moon 10:40 p.m. 1:42p.m.
thunderstorm. hOWeVer a COUD|G Of aﬂernoon ShOWeI’S In -storms ain owers now urries ce 0l ront larm Front tationary Front Yestel'dayls National World 4 H Venus 9:26 a.m. 8:15 p.m.
’ ’ vvw - ) ] Last N First  Full H
northern parts; not as warm in southern parts. High 62 to SIS AAANNNKK kW vV — High: Paim Springs, CA 101" High: Abadan, ran 1137 Quarter  Quarer i  Mars 1219am. 3:09pm.
- _ _ <5101 =0s os [0S 20s 30s [40s | 50s 60s 70s [ 80s NSOSHEEGOENNEEON  Low: Stanley, ID 24° Low: Isachsen, Canada 13° i Jupiter 10:56 p.m. 1:39 p.m.
70. Winds south-southwest 7-14 mph' for the 48 contiguous states excludes Antarctica H Saturn 6:29p.m. 5:42am.
Atlantic beaches: Today, mostly cloudy. High 71 to 75. NATIONAL  Today  Tomomow  DesMoines  70/55/c  70/51/s  OklahomaCity 74/56/s  82/5/pc  WORLD Today . Tomorrow . Islamabad  98/77/s  98/78/s  Riodelaneiro 87/72/s  81/72/s
Winds northeast 8-16 mph. Tonight, mostly cloudy; a Detroit 73/59/c  70/61/t  Omaha 72/53/pc  76/49/sh  Addis Ababa  74/47/s  73/49/sh  Istanbul 78/62/pc  79/63/s  Riyadh 104/80/s  103/80/s
shower in spots in the south. Low 63 to 67. Winds northeast Albany, NY  68/49/pc  72/54/c El Paso 85/66/s  93/67/pc  Orlando 91/73/pc  89/73/s  Amsterdam  66/53/sh  63/54/r Jerusalem 78/61/pc  82/63/s  Rome 75/64/sh  76/62/r
6-12 mph. Tuesday, a shower in spots in the south. High 69 Albuguerque  80/56/pc  83/58/c Fairbanks, AK  49/40/c  50/39/c Philadelphia  73/62/pc  71/62/c Athens 81/65/s  81/68/s Johannesburg  68/46/pc  74/54/c San Salvador ~ 82/71/t  81/70/t
to 76. Winds east 7-14 mph. Anchorage 50/44/sh  50/43/sh Fargo, ND 74/52/pc  73/50/pc Phoenix 104/77/s  106/80/s Auckland 63/55/pc  65/51/pc Kabul 91/66/s 92/73/s Santiago 63/43/r 67/43/s
Atlanta 92/72/s 91/70/s Hartford, CT 70/53/pc  68/54/c Pittsburgh 80/65/t 74/66/t Baghdad 102/80/pc  103/76/pc  Kingston, Jam. 85/79/t 86/80/t Sarajevo 77/49/s 73/53/pc
Austin 95/72/pc  94/70/t Honolulu 88/77/pc  89/77/pc Portland, ME 64/48/pc  64/49/c Bangkok 92/78/t 89/77/t Kolkata 94/81/t 90/80/t Seoul 78/57/s 79/60/s
Waterways: Upper Potomac River: Today, partly sunny. Wind Baltimore 72/64/pc  70/64/c Houston 93/75/t  92/72/t Portland, OR  81/60/pc  89/63/s Beijing 76/52/pc  78/58/pc  Kyiv 74/53/pc  79/57/s Shanghai 82/73/pc  84/75/r
southeast 4-8 knots. Waves less than a foot. Visibility clear to the Billings, MT 73/52/sh  82/55/s Indianapolis 73/64/t 74/59/t Providence, Rl 65/56/pc  66/56/c Berlin 77/55/pc  64/54/sh Lagos 85/77/r 84/76/t Singapore 92/79/r 88/78/c
horizon. * Lower Potomac and Chesapeake Bay: Today, partly sunny. Birmingham 94/72/s  90/69/s Jackson, MS 92/70/s  91/67/t Raleigh, NC 82/70/pc  80/68/t Bogota 69/47/sh  70/47/sh Lima 68/59/pc  67/59/c Stockholm 63/50/pc  66/53/pc
Wind east 6-12 knots. Waves 1-2 feet on the Lower Potomac and Bismarck, ND  72/48/pc  75/46/pc Jacksonville, FL  90/70/s 88/72/s Reno, NV 84/53/pc  89/54/s Brussels 66/53/sh  63/54/sh Lisbon 74/59/c 73/66/c Sydney 82/58/s 75/65/pc
. pi i . . Boise 80/56/s 87/59/s Kansas City, MO 64/54/c 73/52/pc Richmond 77/65/pc  74/66/t Buenos Aires  68/58/pc  66/57/s London 66/54/sh  64/52/c Taipei City 83/76/sh  87/76/t
the Chesapeake Bay.+ River Stages: The stage at Little Falls will be Boston 64/58/pc  64/57/c  LlasVegas  97/73/pc  99/72/s  Sacramento  98/62/s  99/60/s  Cairo 87/74/s  90/73/s  Madrid 76/55/s  73/59/c  Tehran 9%/76/s  96/74/s
around 3.10 feet today, falling to 2.90 Tuesday. Flood stage at Little Buffalo 72/63/sh  71/61/t  LittleRock  88/69/t  86/64/pc  St.Louis 71/66/t  75/58/c  Caracas 78/67/t  78/68/t  Manila 91/78/t  91/78/r  Tokyo 79/69/pc  79/67/r
Falls is 10 feet. Burlington, VT~ 70/49/pc  71/54/c Los Angeles 88/63/s 88/61/s St. Thomas, VI 90/80/pc  89/81/pc Copenhagen 68/58/s 64/56/c Mexico City 75/58/sh  74/54/c Toronto 71/62/r 67/62/sh
Charleston, SC  90/72/t 90/70/t Louisville 82/69/t 79/63/t Salt Lake City ~ 79/56/pc  80/59/s Dakar 86/78/c 87/77/pc Montreal 66/54/pc  72/55/c Vienna 74/58/s 64/51/sh
Today'’s tides (High tides in Bold) Charleston, WV 84/64/t 81/63/t Memphis 89/70/t 81/66/t San Diego 81/65/s 80/65/s Dublin 62/48/c 59/43/pc Moscow 60/37/s 67/45/pc Warsaw 74/51/pc  78/54/pc
Charlotte 83/70/t  82/69/t  Miami 91/79/t  90/81/t  SanFrancisco  86/58/s  78/55/s  Edinburgh 57/48/c  53/44/r  Mumbai 0/79/r  89/78/t rty cloudy, e-loud
Washington ~ 12:19a.m.  7:52am. 12:59p.m.  7:42p.m. Cheyenne, WY  77/45/c  74/43/pc  Milwaukee  68/59/c  66/55/sh  SanlJuan, PR  91/79/t  91/80/t Frankfurt 69/54/c  64/54/sh  Nairobi 79/56/pc  81/57/c S showere, tahrderstorms. sFsnow fluries,
Annapolis 4:28a.m.  9:27 a.m. 3:57p.m.  11:09 p.m. Chicago 70/60/c  67/56/sh  Minneapolis  70/51/pc  71/54/s Seattle 71/56/c 75/58/s Geneva 63/51/sh  66/48/sh  New Delhi 96/81/pc  97/83/pc  smsnowice !
. . . . Cincinnati 79/65/t  76/60/t Nashville 89/71/t  83/67/t Spokane, WA 78/54/s  85/58/s Ham., Bermuda 84/75/s  82/76/s Oslo 63/53/pc  57/51/sh  Seurces: Acculeather.com; US Army Centralized
Ocean City 5:59am.  12:26 p.m. 707 p.m. none Cleveland 73/64/t 76/64/t New Orleans 91/75/pc  91/74/pc Syracuse 67/58/sh  72/59/sh Helsinki 59/51/c 66/57/pc Ottawa 63/54/sh  70/52/c quzqﬁir::lataI);aliatizné?%/ee;th:ras)ézgggwgov ar
Norfolk 1:56 a.m. 7:56a.m.  2:30 p.m. 914 p.m. Dallas 82/68/t  89/68/t New York City ~ 69/58/pc ~ 67/59/c Tampa 93/76/pc  93/75/s Ho Chi Minh City 89/75/t  91/77/t Paris 64/55/c  64/55/c * BoctiWesther's RealFoel Tomperaturs?
PointLookout 12:58am.  5:42am.  11:43am.  6:52 p.m. Denver 81/49/pc  77/50/pc  Norfolk 75/67/c  76/69/c Wichita 72/51/s  76/55/pC  Hong Kong 76/73/r  80/76/c Prague 71/50/pc  64/52/sh  tmeasure of how the conditions roaiy feal”

[_ZIIHOMEGENIUS Building trust, one roof at a time.

EXTERIORS

nuu.u '
""Illl il
ll||l| likii
e — o
“M—_-“‘:'-"
<% -

WASHINGTON'S FASTEST GROWING AND MOST RESPECTED HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY *

Call Today For Your

A Different Experience

Premium Materials, Peace Of Mind

Certified Professionals Highest level Owens Corning®
a unigue team of professionals .~ Customized financing Best-in-class materials and platinum warranty-50 years
led by a single project manager, solutions are available fully licensed & insured on materials, 25 years on
guiding you from start to finish. to fit all your needs.* installers enhance the look workmanship.

and value of your home.
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Dedicated Project Team
Each customer is assigned Just For You
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Call Today For Your
FREE, no obligation Roof and Attic Inspection.

866-839-4412

homegeniusexteriors.com/wapo [
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A NEW LOOK FOR COMICS AND GAMES
Starting today, the Style section’s daily comics will appear in color. The lineup

stays the same, and we’ve made the comics larger. Games have relocated to
a new, permanent page with the TV schedule and crossword.

There's also a QR code on the games page that will take you to The Post’s
online games. To make room for these improvements, we are reducing the
frequency of the movie directory, which will run Fridays in the Weekend
section and Sundays in Arts & Style. Feedback? Email style@washpost.com.

Reporters

wanl access
to Murdoch
family case

BY WILL SOMMER

The fate of Fox News, the Wall
Street Journal, and the rest of Ru-
pert Murdoch’s media empire was
presumably being decided in a
courtroomin Reno, Nev., last week,
as the media mogul wages a legal
battle against several of his chil-
dren over their family trust.

It’s the kind of high-stakes, “Suc-
cession”esque drama that report-
ers dream of, with the potential to
expose the workings of one of the
world’s most powerful news em-
pires. But outside of the Murdoch
family, their lawyers and some
court employees, no one knows
anything about what has been tak-
ing place inside since probate
court took up the case last Monday
— and media organizations are
fighting to find out more.

Citing confidential information
at the heart of the case, county
probate commissioner Edmund J.
Gorman Jr. has put under seal
nearly all details of the dispute —
from the names of the parties to
almost all of the motions filed by
lawyers. Reporters who had hoped
for days of trial that could expose
the financial and interpersonal
guts of the Murdoch empire have
instead had to make do with brief
glimpses of the family passing
from their black SUVs into the
courthouse.

Until recently, the case wasn’t
even listed on the court’s calendar,
making it difficult to know it exist-
ed. A July report in the New York
Times revealed the secret legal bat-
tle’s existence, and the article re-
mains one of the few public
sources of information about it.

The fight pits Murdoch, 93, and
his eldest son, Lachlan, against
three of Murdoch’s other children:
onetime heir apparent James, and
daughters Elisabeth and Pru-
dence. Under the terms of a family

SEE TRIAL ON C5

You can't forgel
this elephant

With a sashay and hoop earrings, New York Liberty’s mascot is redefining the role

BY ANNE BRANIGIN

NEW YORK — At a regular basketball
game, halftime is usually when the
stands empty out: hundreds of fans
shuffling behind one another, trying
to get to the closest exit, to hit the
bathroom or get that second tray of

loaded nachos.

Not in Brooklyn. Not at a New York
Liberty game. Not when Ellie’s on the

court.

The 5-foot-10 elephant — partial to
big hoop earrings and tight mini-
dresses — had changed outfits for the
occasion: West Indian Night at Bar-

clays Center.

Ellie trotted out in a flamingo-pink
two-piece ensemble reminiscent of
Carnival celebrations
world: a shrug of pink plumes gath-

across the

crowd.

wait.

ered around her neck, some tucked
into her green Liberty crown. As she
vibrated, twerked and winded her
hips to Sean Paul, the long, shimmery
fringes of her pink skirt moved with
her, and so did the women in the

Fans waved national flags — from
Haiti, St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
Jamaica. Children bounced up and
down, clapping their hands. Sure, the
WNBA game had been great sofar —a
nail-biter between the Liberty and the
Seattle Storm — but this? This was a
party. The bathroom break could

and fans — aplenty over the past year.
She’s been featured in Vogue and
Women’s Health magazine. She has
racked up skin-care and makeup

brand partnerships despite not hav-
ing, you know, human skin. As of this
year, she can even talk — though only
on her Instagram and TikTok videos.
But Ellie is more than just a pretty
pachyderm. She’s redefined the look

and behavior of a mascot.

Phoenix.

The contrast between Ellie and her
mascot forebears was on display in
July at the WNBA All-Star Game in
While
dunked and lobbed behind-the-back
passes to one another, Ellie preferred
to drape herself across the black vinyl
courtside seats, like an elephantine

other mascots

Cleopatra, and cheer from the side-
Ellie has been making headlines —  line.

She’s an undeniable success in the
eyes of fans and a cash cow elephant
for the Liberty — and she’s done it by

SEE MASCOT ON C3

Ellie, the mascot for the WINBA’s New York Liberty, came out of a brand refresh that was tied to the team’s sale and
move to Brooklyn in 2019. A nonnegotiable: The mascot would be unabashedly feminine.

Women are doing it for themselves

At Milan Fashion Week, Miuccia Prada joins the wave of women making art out of their lives

BY RACHEL TASHJIAN

MILAN — For the love of doom-
scrolling, can we stop talking
about the algorithm?

As I was digesting Thursday
afternoon’s Spring 2025 Prada
show — a mashup of the ultra-
conservative dresses and shiny
futurism of the 1960s, plus ugly
cowboy boots, oddball crum-
pled hems and collars, and nods
to past Prada designs — I re-
ceived the brand’s official press
release. “We exist in an era of
extreme information, im-
mersed in a constant stream of
content,” it read. “Our con-
sumption of the infinite pano-
rama offered by the internet is
driven by algorithms, finite se-
quences of instructions that cir-

cumscribe the decidable
through logic in a fundamental-
ly illogical world.” Miuccia Pra-
da and Raf Simons, the brand’s
co-creative directors, wanted to
contrast that with how random
and unpredictable the output
and visions of a human mind
can be.

Eye roll. Every cultural com-
mentator, whether they are a
perennially online TikTok es-
sayist or a highbrow magazine
critic, is complaining about the
way that “the algorithm” — the
mysteriously assembled on-
slaught of video, images and
music that is meant to personal-
ize your online experience but
often flattens it — is shaping
our tastes and daily lives. Every-
thing looks the same? Blame

the algorithm. Everyone likes
the same stuff? Blame the algo-
rithm. Nothing feels new? It’s
the algorithm! It’s 2024’s equal-
ly simplistic version of con-
demning “capitalism” for every-
thing.

Backstage, Simons reiterated
that he and Mrs. Prada (as the
industry deferentially calls her)
“wanted to make every individ-
ual their own individual,” in
opposition to the supposed flat-
ness of algorithmic culture.

Butit’s far too late for abrand
as forward-thinking as Prada to
use the algorithm as source
material for a fashion show,
even if the collection’s purpose
was to react against it. The
theme was all the more disap-

SEE PRADA ON C4

JONAS GUSTAVSSON FOR THE WASHINGTON POST
The Prada collection is more

interesting if you ignore the
designers’ stated intentions.

PETER FISHER FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Yel another
politics bar
in D.C.
takes a shol

BY MAURA JUDKIS

One thing that opening a bar
and holding public office have in
common is a certain type of
self-confidence that borders on
recklessness, which is what
brought couple Sydney Bradford
and Drew Benbow to the three-
story bar they opened on U Street
on Friday night.

When they decided to go into
the hospitality business, the at-
torneys and self-professed politi-
cal nerds felt that a politics-
themed bar would be a safe bet.
Such watering holes exist all over
the city — Hawk ‘n’ Dove, the
Dignitary, 51st State — and scores
of bars host debate-watch parties
and serve drink specials with
names riffing off the news. So a
bar called Political Pattie’s (it’s a
pun on political parties; there is
no Pattie) fits into a grand tradi-
tion of hangouts that highlight —
with the eagerness of a George
Washington University freshman
poli-sci major — our city’s profes-
sional center of gravity.

The walls are covered with
political quotes, or at least quotes
by politicians (“I carry hot sauce
in my bag” — Hillary Clinton).
There’s a DJ booth on the second
floor that looks like the presiden-
tial lectern. The tables all have
gavels, a great prop for making
goofy TikToks. There are framed
portraits of numerous presi-
dents: Kennedy, Obama, Bush
(the son), Lincoln.

Bradford is a Democrat, and
Benbow is a self-described mod-
erate Republican. The native
Washingtonians branded Politi-
cal Pattie’s (slogan: “Putting the
‘lit’ in politics”) as a bipartisan
bar — a place where people could
toast Filibuster Fizzes and Elec-
toral College Cosmos, $17 each,
across the aisle. They painted the

SEE BAR ON C2
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In partisan town,

SHEDRICK PELT FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Attorneys and self-professed political nerds Drew Benbow and
Sydney Bradford opened Political Pattie’s on Friday.

BAR FROM C1

building’s formerly rainbow-cov-
ered exterior white — it used to
be a gay bar called Dirty Goose —
and added their logo, a Demo-
cratic donkey and a Republican
elephant.

“It represented our partner-
ship and what we were trying to
do with the space,” says Bradford,
40.

But these are deeply partisan
times, in a strongly liberal city, in
an aggressively progressive
neighborhood. After Washingto-
nian Problems, a local meme
account, posted about the bar’s
logo on Instagram, sarcastic
comments rolled in: “I can see
the khaki lords descending on
this spot already,” posted one
commenter.

But there were also serious
objections, many in reference to
the elephant on the logo and the
co-owner’s political affiliation.
“They’re taking my bars like
they’re taking my rights,” one
person wrote.

The online grumbling took
Benbow and Bradford by sur-
prise.

“People are taking sides and
they are entrenching themselves
on either side,” says Benbow, 41.
“And they don’t care about the
other person’s values. They don’t
care to get to know them. All they
care about is, ‘This is what I
believe. And I don’t want any-
thing to do with you if I think you
believe anything different.”

The couple has tried to have a
sense of humor about it — any
publicity is good publicity, right?
The intern jokes gave the couple
the idea for their staff’s uniform:
khaki pants and a blue T-shirt
with a red tie on it. It’s meant to
evoke the standard Hill “uni-
form,” though red ties have, uh,
become somewhat associated
with Donald Trump.

After social media postings
told them to “read the room,”
Bradford and Benbow installed a
library of sorts in the bar, with
political books that people can
borrow or keep, or contribute to

Architects
& Remodelers

™ CASE

T

pd LR T A A
P N1 TR LRl "

— —

Balance.
Harmony.
Seauty.

Are our ultimate pursuits whether
you are considering an outdoor
oasis, a food lover's kitchen,

or an owner's suite.
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The CaseStudy®

Since our first renovation over 60 years ago,
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the bar’s collection. Some of the
titles on opening weekend in-
cluded Michelle Obama’s “Be-
coming” and “My American Jour-
ney” by Colin Powell (“One of my
heroes,” says Benbow, who is an
Army Reserve veteran) — right
next to memoirs by Hunter Biden
and Marion Barry Jr. There are
also numerous copies of Ben-
bow’s 2022 novel, “The Devil’s
Politics,” a thriller about a Black
Republican Hill staffer and his
twin brother, who is trying to
evade a pair of hit men (the
brothers also end up in a love
triangle).

Benbow just hopes people will
give Pattie’s a chance.

“When you come into Pattie’s,”
says Benbow, “No one is going to
be asking you, ‘Hey, what do you
think about fracking?’” Politics
may define his bar, he says, but it
“doesn’t define me. I don’t walk
around with an elephant on my
forehead. As a matter of fact, I'm
voting for Kamala Harris.”

It’s important to find out if the
early patrons of Political Pattie’s
actually do fit the stereotype. To
do that, one must ask a very D.C.
question: What do you do?

“I work in politics,” said Melis-
sa Brown, 30, who sidled up to
the bar shortly after it opened
Friday for the first time. She was
getting a drink with her friend
Maria Sofia, also in politics, and
they ordered two Capitol Mules
in copper mugs.

Where do they work? “A non-
profit” and “a think tank,” said
Brown and Sofia, respectively.

Which ones? “I’'m not going to
go there,” said Sofia, 30, laugh-
ing.

They liked the vibe.

“I think it’ll be good for junior
staffers,” said Sofia.

Upstairs, on the spacious roof
deck, a trio of colleagues gath-

Political Pattie’s reaches across the aisle

ered for happy hour. Where did
they work?

“The DNC,” said one, who was
happy to chat “as long as you
don’t use my name.”

“We’re claiming the space for
Democrats,” said his co-worker.

The following night, as the U
Street crowds headed to nearby
bars such as Whitlow’s and Nel-
lie’s, some passersby stopped to
peep at the bar that had gone
viral.

“I can’t believe it’s actually
open,” said a bearded drag queen,
on her way to Kiki, the gay bar
next door.

“This place is going to go out of
business so soon,” said another
guy, stopping to glance at the
sign.

“A lot of these comments, we
don’t see them as an indictment
on us,” says Benbow. “We are a
lightning rod for people to ex-
press their frustrations” — about,
one surmises, a never-ending
election that may or may not
inspire political violence in an
imperiled democracy with a pes-
simistic electorate, in a city that
still lacks full representation in
Congress.

Maybe we all need a drink.

Enroute to a different bar with
friends, one woman stopped and
shrieked as she saw the Pattie’s
sign.

“l heard the owner was a
Republican, and D.C. is a very
liberal city,” she said. “I'm not
sure that people are that interest-
ed in bipartisan bar drinking. So
my assumption is it will become a
Republican hot spot.”

Asked her name, the woman —
Purva Goel, 28 — hesitated before
she gave it. You see, she works in
politics.

“Is this going to hurt my
chances of getting a job in gov-
ernment?” she asked a friend.

ILLUSTRATION BY NICK GALIFIANAKIS FéR THE WASHINGTON POST

Burned-oul sibling frels
aboul care for older sister

Adapted from an
online discussion.

Dear Carolyn: I
feel awful even
posing this
question to
anonymous
strangers. The gist
is that I don’t
want to end up caring for my
aging sister. She is single and 17
years older than I am. I love her
and am pretty close to her, and
I’ve just begun to see small signs
that her physical and mental
health are declining. I care for so
many people, I just feel that if
this falls on me, I will break.

I recently lived through my
mom having Alzheimer’s and my
spouse having cancer, my dad is
well into his 90s, my in-laws are
in their late 80s, I have school-
age children, one who is dealing
with depression and self-harm.
And those are just the people I
have the most active role in
helping.

My sister is retired and lives
on her own with a roommate,
and she could not afford to live
alone. Her roommate owns their
home, so my sister could be out
at any time. I’ve wanted to ask if
she has any plans for her old age,
but I know she doesn’t, and it
seems incredibly cruel to say not
to count on me.

Is there anything I can do here
— any better or worse ways to
handle this?

Carolyn
Hax

— Horrible?

Horrible?: Awful, no — posing
questions to anonymous
strangers is the height of honor
and decency. Ahem.

It is actually (serious now, I
swear) a kindness to
communicate with people openly
about such plans. Or as openly as
they are willing. For people who
haven’t made plans — in other
words, haven’t saved enough
money — their truest ally is time.
The farther in advance they
prepare, the better. Even in a
situation like yours where you're
already starting to notice an
increase in your sister’s needs,
doing something now is still
better than putting decisions off

till later.

Because you are in the thick of
So Much Caregiving (I am sorry
for that) and you are close to
your sister, I think you are an
ideal messenger. You can say
something like this: “You know I
am in the thick of So Much
Caregiving. Maybe the one thing
I have learned from this is to get
ahead of things — to act vs. react.

“So with that in mind, are you
willing to talk to me about your
plans if you ever can’t live
independently anymore? I would
like to share my plans with you
as well. Because I anticipate that
each of our ability to help each
other will be limited, preparation
will spare us both a ton of stress.”

Sharing your plans with her is
key. Life doesn’t always care who
is older (or even sicker) than
whom, and “Oh, I'll be fine”
doesn’t fly.

Re: Sister: I have been a
caretaker for more than one
relative and for my husband for
14.years. It can be more
exhaustion than one even knows
they are experiencing. I think
your advice is excellent. The
sibling might check out what
state or local agencies help with
housing and care, or get another
relative to research this.

— Caretaker

Caretaker: The sister is the best
one to start making these
inquiries on her own behalf. But,
yes, another relative can pitch in,
too, thanks.

Another reader’s thought:

Rather than waiting for an
abrupt end to the roommate
situation, I would suggest the
county or city government can
help a person who meets
financial limits with a studio or
one-bedroom. A wait list is often
the case, so she definitely needs
to start planning.

Write to Carolyn Hax at
tellme@washpost.com. Get her
column delivered to your inbox each
morning at wapo.st/gethax.

@ Join the discussion live at noon
Fridays at washingtonpost.com/live-
chats.
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‘When brainstorming a new mascot, the chief brand officer for the New York Liberty knew the character had to be able to dance to the music that defines Brooklyn: hip-hop.

Mascot has resonated with Black, LGBT() fans

MASCOT FROM C1

taking her cues from Black wom-
en and queer culture.

On Sunday, she cheered the
Liberty on to victory in a first-
round WNBA playoff game.

But how did she become queen
of the court?

he sports mascot as we
T understand it — costumed

and cartoonish — emerged
in the 1960s, starting with the
New York Mets’ Mr. Met, a sort of
adorable, baseball-headed fellow,
and Ohio State University’s Bru-
tus Buckeye, a sort of adorable,
nut-headed fellow.

Jim Henson’s Muppets in-
spired the Philadelphia Phillies,
which leaned into the Henson
sensibility by hiring one of his
designers, Bonnie Erickson, to
help create a new mascot in 1978.
The Philly Phanatic was an evolu-
tion in mascot appearance and
behavior: less humanoid, more
erratic, and silly as heck.

No longer tasked with just
pumping up the crowd, today’s
mascot should also help expand a
team’s merchandising opportuni-
ties (i.e. make money) and em-
body the spirit of the organiza-
tion — or, in the parlance of
sports execs, the brand. After all,
players and coaches come and go,
but mascots stay unchanged for
generations.

What does it say, then, that the
vast majority of mascots are
dudes or, at the very least, dude-
coded?

Collectively, mascots imitate
male jocks and their most fervent
male fans (even in women’s
sports). They pump their fists and
flex. They celebrate touchdowns
with push-ups. They catapult off
trampolines in dunk contests.
And there’s no small amount of
celebratory thrusting.

There are, of course, a handful
of female mascots. But the most
well-known — Mrs. Met and Mrs.
Wuf (of North Carolina State) —
are mascot wives.

Ellie’s vibes are undeniably
femme, Black and — in the words
of one fan, spoken with great
affection — “so gay!”

This is by design.

In 2019, Shana Stephenson,
chief brand officer for the New
York Liberty, knew the organiza-
tion needed a refresh. It was a
transition year for the Liberty,
which was then the city’s sole
professional women’s sports
team. New York Knicks owner
James Dolan had sold the fran-
chise to Joe and Clara Tsai for an
undisclosed sum. The Liberty
would no longer play at Madison
Square Garden. They would play
in Brooklyn, and needed an iden-
tity that reflected their new
home. That meant their former
mascot Maddie, a golden retriev-
er named for the iconic arena,
had to go.

When people think of New
York City wildlife, they might
think of pigeons and rats. Liberty
CEO Keia Clarke proposed an
elephant.

There was a historical connec-
tion: In 1884, P.T. Barnum once
marched 21 elephants (and 17
camels) across the recently com-
pleted Brooklyn Bridge to help
convince wary New Yorkers that
it was safe for people.

She could be called “Ellie,”
short for both elephant and Ellis
Island, connecting her back to the
team’s Liberty namesake.

D

As for Ellie’s personality, Ste-
phenson, a New York native, had
a nonnegotiable: Ellie would be
unabashedly feminine.

“Our athletes wear long braids
and lashes and makeup and
nails,” Stephenson said, so why
shouldn’t the mascot who repre-
sents them? The right mascot
didn’t need to pull out showstop-
ping athletic tricks. “Our players

don’t even dunk. So why would
we expect that of our mascot?”

What Ellie needed to do was
perform. And  Stephenson
couldn’t imagine a character rep-
resenting Brooklyn without be-
ing able to dance. And she had to
dance to the music that defines
Brooklyn: hip-hop.

In Stephenson’s mind, there’s
no reason a basketball game

The Liberty has credited
Ellie with drawing new fans
and boosting ticket sales.
The team has kept a tight lid
on the identity of the
performer inside the
elephant suit.

shouldn’t elicit the kind of elation
you may feel listening to a Beyon-
cé album (“Renaissance,” specifi-
cally): “It should make you feel
free and excited and cheer and
sing and all of those things.”

But who is behind Ellie’s mask?

lid on the identity of the

performer. Ellie is played
by one person, a former mascot
for another undisclosed team
who auditioned for the role and
stood out because the vibes were
just right, Stephenson said. The
performer felt like New York, felt
like Brooklyn.

Ellie isn’t just another mascot
with eyelashes (though hers are
lush, to be sure). She is, in the
language of New York’s trailblaz-
ing underground ballroom scene,
a femme queen.

She doesn’t walk up stairs; she
slinks and sashays. She duck-
walks and death drops, shimmies
and cha-chas. When she’s not
dancing, a designer bag hangs on
the crook of her arm.

She double-cheek Kkisses fans
and pops her hip in photos. When
she looks at you, it’s with the
conspiratorial head-tilt and fin-
ger-wave of a good girlfriend. If
she wants to add a little drama to
the occasion, she’ll whip her sig-
nature braid — the one that
hangs down to her tail.

Ellie’s performances are high-
energy, choreographed affairs
that usually include splits and
headstands. Her most memora-
ble halftime segments have chan-
neled Black female artists. She’s
paid tribute to Mary J. Blige and
Lil’ Kim and Beyoncé (twice) —
performing their signature
moves and wearing elaborate cos-
tumes and wigs inspired by them.

It’s no wonder Ellie has reso-
nated so strongly with two groups
who have long been ignored by
major sports franchises: Black
women and LGBTQ fans, the very
soul of the WNBA. A majority of
WNBA players are Black and all
but one of its 12 teams have out
queer players.

Ellie’s popularity comes at a
pivotal moment for the WNBA,
with stars such as Caitlin Clark,
Angel Reese and A’ja Wilson driv-
ing up attendance and ratings
across the league. And Ellie’s
success has put other teams on
notice. Stephenson said she’s
been fielding calls from other
franchises looking for advice on
how to update their mascots.

At West Indian Night, Alcian
Trought, a 33-year-old Black
woman from Queens, admitted
sheepishly that the first time she
came to a Liberty game was
“solely to see Ellie” She’d been
back three times since, she said,
and was considering another
game.

That night, when Ellie vibed to
dancehall music, Trought stood
and up and danced along with
her; when Ellie backed it up,
Trought backed it up.

“I just love the energy all the
time,” she said about Liberty
games.

In the fourth quarter, Ellie led
the crowd in the “Ellie Wave,” a
new late-game tradition in which
the crowd raises one hand up and
down like an elephant trunk,
raucous and unified.

“See, Post?” a Crown Heights
resident named Patricia Jones-El-
lis yelled up at the media table
behind her. “That’s what New
York do!”

T he Liberty have kept a tight

Widower
has millions
bul seeks
dear friends

Dear Eric:Iama

Asking

" widower in my
Eric mid-70s. No
R. ERIC family, no kids.
THOMAS Multimillionaire;
———————— drive a Maserati;
am social; look (if

friends are truthful) 20 years
younger; well-traveled. But I have
no friends. Lots of acquaintances,
bartenders, wait staff whose
attention I enjoy, but no one I feel
close to.

Don’t suggest church,asIama
secular humanist. I am alone and,
frequently, lonely, even though I
am socially active. What’s wrong?

— Still Grieving

Still Grieving: When I got to the
end of your letter and read the
name you chose, I felt two
sensations: a lightbulb going off
and a deep, compassionate bolt of
pain. I suspect some of your social
isolation is related to your grief.

Loss of a spouse or companion
often makes us feel like we’ve lost
apart of ourselves. The grief is
complicated — even if it’s been
months or years — and it makes it
hard to re-engage with lifein a
way that makes sense. This is not
your fault. I know that you're
eager to make connections, but
the way you relate to the world is
going to be different and produce
alot of stops and starts.

Ask yourself what you're
looking for and try to be as
specific as possible. What would it
look like if you had the life you
want right now? And are there
small steps you can take to get
there? Give yourself time.

You're not alone in this. Social
connections are hard for so many
people. I'm not going to suggest
church, but I am going to suggest
a grief support group, where you
can find people who understand
some of what you're going
through and, perhaps, might be
good candidates for friendship.

Dear Eric: I read Work Life Love
Balance’s letter, and thought I'd
add the perspective of a senior
(I'm 63). When I was this person’s
age, I had exactly two dates from
adating service when they were
the “thing” in the ’80s, and each
one was an unmitigated disaster.
Istopped looking.

Then I met this fella at, of all
places, a “Doctor Who” party. He
was listening to the Moody Blues;
I stopped to remark about this
and we struck up a friendship,
first through letters. He became a
good friend, then my best friend
and, soon, we will have been
married for 34 years.

My advice is this: A
relationship may find you when
you stop looking. Sometimes the
strongest relationships that last
the longest start out as friends.

— Married to the One

Still Married: I love your story
and this advice so much! “Doctor
Who” and the Moody Blues! What
a combo. Congrats on 34 years!

Dear Eric: I am a male senior
citizen living in suburban
Maryland with no family. With
personal ads a thing of the past
and online dating very costly, I do
not know where or how to meet
quality singles or widows. I was
never a bar hopper, and it would
be nice just to have a companion.
Any specific or general advice?
— Wants a Connection

Connection: As a big fan of rom-
coms, I believe wholeheartedly in
the enduring power of kismet. No
matter how many apps, ads or
websites we create to help us
reach each other, it all comes
down to two people being in the
right place in life at the right time.
So, put yourself in new places, not
necessarily with the intention of
finding a companion but rather
with the desire to find things that
bring you joy in life.

Try taking a class or picking up
ahobby, volunteering or going on
a group trip. Sometimes the
easiest way to get to know
someone, romantically or
platonically, is by sharing a
common interest, as in the letter
above.

I'm also going to throw this
question to the wider readership.
Readers who are seniors: Have
you found friendship or
companionship at a later stage of
life? I'd love for you to write in
with your short tales of kismet.
I'll share some of them in a few
weeks.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at
eric@askingeric.com or PO. Box 22474,
Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on
Instagram and sign up for his weekly
newsletter at rericthomas.com

© 2024 by R. Eric Thomas. Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency.
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Prada’s

persona

at center
of her

brand

PRADA FROM C1

pointing because Mrs. Prada and
Simons are the industry’s fore-
most philosophers. Their ideas
don’t move you to buy things per
se; no one is buying a 5600 euro
gazar dress because that season’s
message about craft really reso-
nated, man. Prada, which also
owns Miu Miu and Church’s, has
been the bonkers luxury success
story of the past four years be-
cause it creates compelling prod-
ucts, which is what fashion
brands exist to do.

Fortunately, like runway hair-
styles and hangtags featuring
facts about sustainability, news
releases in fashion are rarely to be
trusted. And the Prada collection
is much more interesting if you
ignore the designers’ stated in-
tentions. Watching those refer-
ences to the 1960s futurist-mini-
malists, such as Paco Rabanne’s
metallic hardware and André
Courreges’s circular cutouts, I
thought of Mrs. Prada’s own
wardrobe — an assortment of
1960s vintage and her own de-
signs. She wore Yves Saint Lau-
rent to distribute communist par-
ty leaflets, goes a possibly apocry-
phal story. (Though I once asked
her about this, and she didn’t
deny it.)

This collection joins a larger
cultural movement of women
making art about their own lives:
Miranda July’s “All Fours” (she
also scripted a recent campaign
for Prada), Joanna Hogg’s “The
Souvenir” series, and, of course,
books by Annie Ernaux, Rachel
Cusk, Sheila Heti and all those
recent divorce and sour marriage
novels. This was fashion autofic-
tion: Mrs. Prada tearing through
her own closet and putting things
together in maniac ways, like a
windbreaker over a Cristobal
Balenciaga-ish feather dress with
a bucketlike visor, or an Edie
Sedgwick-style leopard coat over
a bathing suit. There were a
handful of pussy-bow blouses,
that Kamala Harris signature,
perhaps a comment on the way
consumers just want what makes
them feel connected to culture at
large, even if it’s ugly or dated.

A year after an industry reck-
oning on the paucity of female
design talent, we see an impor-
tant shift: women who put their
persona at the center of their
brands. This includes big names
like Prada, Tory Burch, Hermes’s
Nadeége Vanhée, and The Row’s
Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen,
plus medium and smaller ones
such as Simone Rocha, Chloé’s
Chemena Kamali, Sacai’s Chitose
Abe and Batsheva Hay. Designers
always get dinged for sending out
outrageous designs and then tak-
ing their bow in understated
clothes, sometimes even insisting
they don’t have time to think
about what they wear. That’s for
the customer, dahling. These
women wear their designs. They

PHOTOS BY JONAS GUSTAVSSON FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

This Prada collection, with
Miuccia Prada seemingly
tearing through her own
closet, was filled with
references to 1960s
fantasies about what’s to
come: shield sunglasses,
mirrored dresses and
utilitarian details.

live the life few businesswomen
are able to: not only in charge, but
expressing themselves, even de-
claring  their = personalities
through clothes, while doing so.
That is much more aspirational
than any campaign imagery or
celebrity in designer duds could
conjure.

A funny thing happened when
Simons, who was a cult figure in
the menswear world before de-
signing at Dior and Calvin Klein,
joined Mrs. Prada in 2020: The
brand became more about her.
Miu Miu may be her personal
playground, but the marquee line
is just as biographical, with its
decadent commitment to cor-
rupting conservative clothes like
opera coats, cocktail dresses, la-
dylike handbags and even the
canon of fashion itself. Social
media now fangirls over her
wardrobe and jewelry collection.
She was on the March cover of
Vogue! And the more this brand
becomes about Mrs. Prada, the
better it gets.

The second question packed
into this show, a more existential
one, was the drama of wrestling
with the future. This collection
was filled with references to
1960s fantasies about what’s to
come: enormous shield sunglass-
es, like a fashion version of the
kind of equipment you might
wear to send a spaceship to orbit
the sun; mirrored dresses and
utilitarian details inspired by the
use of new materials in art and
technology during the mid-
-century. That’s an optimism we
can barely dream of now; that
space race coolness looks quaint.

Other historical references em-
phasized the challenge of how we
update old ideas to meet the
needs of today. There were sev-
eral old Prada pieces, especially
shoes, with almost nonsensical
tweaks: The famous flame heel
from Spring 2012 looked mud-
died or abstracted, and the origa-
mi shoes from Fall 2023 had new
folds and spikes in weird places.
They looked as if they’d been sent
through an AI machine or 3D
printer and spit back out — al-
most it, but not quite.

One of the trompe 'oeil details
was a fur print, sometimes shown
with what appeared to be a real
fur collar. Many brands have
stopped using fur or struggled to
find ethical workarounds even as
consumer interest has returned.
The gesture was very Elsa Schia-
parelli, the Surrealist-adjacent
couturier wit who is sometimes
said to be a spiritual sister to Mrs.
Prada (their symbiosis was the
subject of the 2012 Costume Insti-
tute show). Those pieces also
recalled perverse Surrealist fur
artist Méret Oppenheim; you
have probably seen her gazelle
fur-lined cup, saucer and spoon,
“Object,” from 1936. It was as if
Prada was saying, you want fur?
But we’re not supposed to give it
to you! So here is a drawing of it,
ha ha ha! And it will be just as
expensive!

Maybe this is what Prada and
Simons’s conjuring of the algo-
rithm meant — that even these
two originals, in trying to present
something new, end up looking at
their previous work. Maybe we
live in a world of tributes, re-
boots, remakes and deepfakes
that are really a faithful repro-
duction of a past that never
happened.

We look again and again at the
evidence from the past, seeing
what inevitably seems to be com-
ing, but too afraid to imagine it
fully, and ask no one in particular,
“Where did we go wrong? Was it
here, here, here?”
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Mendelssohn, The Apollo Orchestra presents Mendels- Cg::‘ljeral é(r;tl'lseC:nter, Mont- Free parkin
Barber, and Bee- sohn, Barber, and Beethoven on Septem- | 9omery LLoteg . parking
: . : 7995 Georgia Avenue Silver Walk-in tickets
[ APOLLD th Sunday, September 29 - | ber 29 at 4:00 PM. This free performance : ; :
oven 4pm EDT will feature Mendelssohn’s Hebrides Spring, MD 20910 Free will be avail-
with guest conductor P Overture. Barber’s Violin Concerto. and https://www.apolloorches- able at the
Nicholas Hersh and vio- ) ’ tra.com/events/septem- door.

linist Maria loudenitch

Beethoven’s Symphony no. 7.
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Murdoch case remains sealed, frustrating media outlets

TRIAL FROM C1

trust Murdoch set up to avoid a
messy dispute in his second di-
vorce, the four siblings would
share power in the event of his
death. But, people familiar with
the matter told The Washington
Post in July, Murdoch is worried
that his other children could dis-
lodge Lachlan, his chosen succes-
sor who oversees his father’s Fox
Corporation and News Corpora-
tion, and who and is considered to
be more politically aligned with
the conservative patriarch than
the others.

Because the trust allows for
amendments that benefit all the
heirs equally, Murdoch has argued
that placing only Lachlan in charge
would preserve the outlets’ finan-
cial success in a way that would
mean more money for all of the
children, according to the New
York Times.

Arepresentative for James Mur-
doch’s side of the legal case de-
clined to comment. Lawyers for
Rupert Murdoch didn’t respond to
arequest for comment.

A group of major media outlets,
including the New York Times, The
Washington Post, the Associated
Press, and CNN, have jointly filed
motions seeking to open up access
to the trial. In a Sept. 4 filing, the
group argued that the “immense”
stakes of the Murdoch trial mean
the case should be opened up to the
public.

“This proceeding does not per-
tain to some generic family trust
matter which concerns few people,
but one that will decide the future
ofthe massive media empire which
owns one of America’s most influ-
ential news outlets, Fox News,’ the
group argued in its filing.

ANDY BARRON/AP

Rupert Murdoch, center, and his wife, Elena Zhukova Murdoch, arrive at the 2nd Judicial District Court in Reno, Nev., on Sept. 16.

A district judge rejected most of
their argument on Sept. 12, making
a few details about the case’s exis-
tence public but keeping every-
thing else sealed. As signs of how
much secrecy remains over the
case, the Murdoch trust is still ref-
erenced in court records to as “Doe

Trust#1,” and lawyers for the media
have complained that they find it
difficult to file motions around the
case because they don’t know the
names of other parties or their
lawyers.

The media group filed a petition
to the Nevada Supreme Court on

Thursday, asking the justices to
unseal more details and pause the
probate court case until the pro-
ceedings could be opened to the
public.

In its Nevada Supreme Court
filing, the media coalition said the
Reno court had sought to “shroud

every single piece of information
about the case — even its existence
and apriororder sealing the case —
in perpetual secrecy” While the
coalition asked the high court to
respond quickly, it’s unclear
whether any decision will be made
before the Murdoch dispute is fin-

ished.

Nevada courts often default to a
“culture of secrecy” when families
are involved, even in the case of a
globe-spanning media business
like the Murdoch empire, accord-
ing to Alexander Falconi, who ad-
vocates for more judicial transpar-
ency on his website Our Nevada
Judges.

“It’s the exact same thing that
the Nevada judges and lawyers
have been doing since the begin-
ning of Nevada,’ Falconi said.

Because of the sealing, it can be
difficult to know who is arguing to
keep the proceedings sealed. But a
party described as “Doe #9” in fil-
ings has made at least one novel
argument: that opening up the
case and otherslike it could expose
elderly Nevadans to identity theft
by making personal information
more accessible. In their Sept. 4
filing, the media coalition quipped
that the elder Murdoch had
enough resources to protect him-
self from would-be scammers.

“Rupert Murdoch may be elder-
ly, but he is far from vulnerable and
there are extensive legitimate in-
terests in much of the information
surrounding this dispute,” the co-
alition’s lawyers argued.

Falconi has pressed for more
public access to the Murdoch case
and won a Nevada Supreme Court
case over public access to family-
court hearings in February that
has been cited by the media coali-
tion in its filings. But even if jour-
nalists ultimately triumph in their
fight to access more information
about the case, Falconi fears it will
only come after the Murdoch case
is resolved, rendering it moot.

“I think this is a travesty, thisisa
once-in-a-lifetime thing,” Falconi
said.

THEATER REVIEW

PHOTOS BY DJ COREY

‘Primary Trust’ is intimate exploration of loneliness

BY NAVEEN KUMAR

Being invited into the confi-
dence of someone like Kenneth,
the gentle narrator of “Primary
Trust,” is like joining a fragile bird
in the nest. In Kenneth’s case,
that’s a fictional speck of a suburb
in Upstate New York, where he’s
lived for much of his 38 years but
still feels adrift. Orphaned at a
young age, he mostly keeps to
himself and has built a home
within his own mind.

Eboni Booth’s subtly wrench-
ing character study follows Ken-
neth as he charts a course out into
the world. The play, which this
year won the Pulitzer Prize for
drama, is on a similar path: Pro-
ductions are showing up around
the country this fall, including in
Pittsfield, Mass.; Chicago and Se-
attle. The first among them, an
intimate and sensitive staging by
director Taylor Reynolds at Signa-
ture Theatre in Arlington, offers
an immersive look at a wounded
psyche on the verge of a break-
through.

More so than the off-Broadway
premiere I greatly admired last
spring, Signature’s production
nestles the audience right up
against the narrator’s point of
view. Very soon, there’s reason to
believe it’s off-kilter.

Kenneth (Julius Thomas III)
gives us a brief tour of his tiny
town, sketched on a map at the

back of the stage (the storybook
set is by Misha Kachman) and a
soft glow reveals a skyline around
the room’s perimeter (lighting is
by Venus Gulbranson). The most
important landmark, aside from
Primary Trust Bank where he’ll
soon apply for a job, is Wally’s, the
tiki bar he visits nightly to drink
mai tais for two.

It’s a ritual he shares with his
friend Bert (Frank Britton), a
casually buttoned-up guy who’s

quick with encouragement. When
Kenneth admits early on that Bert
is imaginary, other aspects of his
experience start to raise an eye-
brow. Why, for example, is there
an endless rotation of servers
(each played by Yesenia Iglesias)
employed by a bar in the middle of
nowhere? One of them, a bubbly
woman named Corrina, eventual-
ly helps draw Kenneth out of his
head. On the way, he shares the
awful childhood trauma that

TOP: From left, Julius Thomas III, Frank Britton and Craig
Wallace in Signature Theatre Company’s production of “Primary
Trust.” ABOVE: Thomas serves as narrator of the play, by Eboni
Booth, which won the Pulitzer Prize for drama this year.

forced him into survival mode
and the ways he learned to cope.

The delicate layers of Booth’s
play accumulate with the hushed
steadiness of a snowfall. It’s an
exploration of loneliness that also
asks big questions about the so-
cial systems that are meant to
provide care and stability. Come
away with a handful of insights
that live close to the surface and
more may reveal themselves with
time.

There’s a quiet hopefulness to
Thomas’s performance that
makes it clear Kenneth is speak-
ing from the other side of the
painful transformation he’s recall-
ing. It’s a daunting double task
that Thomas embodies with strik-
ing vulnerability. Watching his
Kenneth is like rooting for a
scrappy kid from the sidelines of a
close game. As two of Thomas’
barrel-voiced bosses, Craig Wal-
lace makes for a memorably per-
suasive coach.

The air of overcoming in “Pri-
mary Trust” isn’t one of unmiti-
gated triumph. The pains and
disappointments that shape a life
never simply disappear. But it’s
only when we learn to loosen our
grip and let other people in that
change becomes possible.

Primary Trust, through Oct. 20 at
Signature Theatre Company in
Arlington. 1 hour, 35 minutes with no
intermission. sigtheatre.org.

MUSIC REVIEW

Katy Perry’s latest feels
trapped in a bygone era

BY CHRiIS KELLY

One of Katy Perry’s last Bill-
board Nos. 1 was “Roar,” her
eye-of-the-tiger empowerment
anthem from 2013. The song
found new life three years later,
when Perry performed it at the
Democratic National Convention
and lent it to Hillary Clinton for a
campaign-closing ad that aligned
values like respect and courage
with the song’s mad-as-hell femi-
nism: “Get ready ‘cause I’ve had
enough.”

These days, “Roar” and other
Perry hits play like artifacts of the
era of hope-and-change politics
and girl boss feminism — wide-
eyed, blandly encouraging, in-
nocuous. Maybe that’s why
“Woman’s World,” the first single
off Perry’s new album “143,” land-
ed earlier this year like a dispatch
from a parallel universe. Over
synthesized disco pop, Perry lays
out a blueprint for the “feminine
divine” while trying to tap the
sexy confidence of a Maybelline
ad. In her conception, women are
flowers, mothers, superheroes,
sisters, “confident,” “heaven-
sent,” “so intelligent” — anything
but complicated.

And still this inoffensive song
managed to offend, because Per-
ry made it in part with Dr. Luke,
the megaproducer behind much
of her earlier output, who has
become anathema to many pop
fans amid a recently-settled legal
battle with pop star Kesha involv-
ing accusations of sexual abuse
and defamation. The fans weren’t
pleased, and, when asked about
the collaboration, Perry deflected
with an invocation of mother-
hood in her non-answer self-de-
fense.

That was the most obvious way
in which Perry has struggled to
connect with our pop moment —
one that has a few more things to
say than we tended to get from
Peak Perry. In her imperial era,
she was an avatar of pop’s most
reliable themes (mean boys, Fri-
day nights, yearned-for loves)
who somehow managed to make
asong called “I Kissed a Girl” that
reinforced gender stereotypes.
“143” plays like an attempt to
return Perry to those glory days.
This is an album of anonymous
electro-pop, very simple senti-
ments (“I’ll love you for life”) and
hip-hop-inflected “bangers” that
tend to be — as she sings in the
cringey 21 Savage collaboration
“Gimme Gimme” — “all bark with
no bite.”

You’ve mostly heard it before.
“'m His, He’s Mine” revolves
around a sample of the Crystal
Waters’s house music -classic
“Gypsy Woman.” But instead of

describing the self-actualization
of a woman experiencing home-
lessness, Perry’s version is a code-
pendence duet full of strained
lyrics like, “You'’re creepin’ in his
DMs/I’'m sleepin’ in his sweat-
pants.” (Go easy on Perry’s part-
ner on the song, the promising
up-and-comer Doechii. With
luck, listeners will memory-hole
this collab, like the time Kendrick
Lamar rapped on a remix of
Taylor Swift’s “Bad Blood.”)

There was a time when Katy
Perry really did make this stuff
look easy (“Hot n Cold”), when
even her cheesiest material (“Cal-
ifornia Gurls,” “Last Friday
Night”) possessed a campy effer-
vescence. She’d belt out bops
about youthful, girls-night-out
indiscretions over productions as
light as those cotton candy
clouds on the cover of “Teenage
Dream.”

It certainly doesn’t pay
to overthink pop music.
But so many women are
making music in 2024
that is fun, flirty,
Jeminist and interesting,
from Olivia Rodrigo to
Sabrina Carpenter to
Charli XCX and beyond.

On “143,” Perry tries to keep it
simple, but the formula no longer
works. The untz-untz EDM that
populates about half of the 33-
minute album belongs at a retro
DJ night, not on a high-gloss
comeback record. The lyrics os-
cillate between evergreen banali-
ties (“Is it a crush? Makin’ me
blush”) and moments that kill the
magic (“Can’t give me your pass-
word to your phone, not start a
fight”).

Of course, it certainly doesn’t
pay to overthink pop music. But
SO many women are making mu-
sic in 2024 that is fun, flirty,
feminist and interesting, from
Olivia Rodrigo to Sabrina Car-
penter to Charli XCX and be-
yond. In her heyday, Perry kissed
a girl for the male gaze; today’s
biggest rising star, Chappell
Roan, is singing about being
knee-deep in the passenger seat
with another woman. And so
Katy Perry returns feeling small-
er — back not with a “Roar” but a
whimper.
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BIRTHDAY | SEPTEMBER 23:

You have great personal

integrity. You're also reliable,

and you have a finely tuned
appreciation of beauty. Simplicity is
the key to life this year. Take charge of
your health. Physical exercise will be
important. Explore martial arts or yoga.
Stay grounded and levelheaded.

Moon Alert: There are no restrictions to
shopping or important decisions today.
The Moon is in Gemini.

ARIES

(MARCH 21-APRIL 19).

This is a positive day for you, which is
why your communications with others
will be so successful! If you're dealing
with members of the general public,
you will succeed. This is a great day
to touch base with siblings, relatives
and neighbors, because good feelings
abound! Hail fellow, well met!

TAURUS

(APRIL 20-MAY 20).

This is a great day for financial
interactions of any kind. You’ll come out
laughing all the way to the bank. Trust
your moneymaking ideas. Negotiations
with others will likely benefit you.
Because you feel confident, you're not
afraid to think big!

GEMINI

(MAY 21-JUNE 20).

Today the Moon is in your sign lined

up with lucky Jupiter, which makes you
feel generous, confident and that you
have nothing to fear. It's a good thing
that you feel generous, because today
you will get back what you give in terms
of kindness, friendship and nurturing
support to others.

CANCER
(JUNE 21-JULY 22).
This is a feel-good day for you! Many

HOROSCOPE

of you will be concerned about the
deeper aspects of life and will seek
out metaphysical and spiritual insights
from others. Today you will lead with
your heart rather than your mind. You
will want to help someone who is less
fortunate.

LEO

(JULY 23-AUG. 22).

This is a wonderful day to relate to
friends as well as groups, clubs and
organizations. This is because you will
find it easy to build a strong rapport
with a group. Everyone will know that
you understand where they are coming
from. (And you will.) Encourage positive
ideas in others.

VIRGO

(AUG. 23-SEPT. 22).

Today you look successful in the eyes
of others. People see you as affluent,
capable, confident and the right person
for the job. Work-related travel might

be in the picture. Your interactions with
female co-workers, friends and relatives
will be excellent.

LIBRA

(SEPT. 23-0CT. 22).

Marvelous opportunities to travel

or do something to expand your
horizons might drop in your lap today.
This is a wonderful day to study

and learn. Don't hesitate to pursue
opportunities in publishing, the media,
medicine, the law or higher education.
Seize the day!

SCORPIO

(OCT. 23-NOV. 21).

Financial negotiations with others will
go well today. This is also an excellent
day to deal with banking matters and
perhaps explore banking products.
Discussions about shared property will
favor you. In fact, gifts, goodies and
favors from others might come your way.

SAGITTARIUS

(NOV. 22-DEC. 21).

This is a warm and fuzzy day for

close friendships and partnerships.
People are upbeat and happy, which
means they are loving and considerate
to each other. Relations with females in
particular will be excellent because the
Moon is involved.

CAPRICORN

(DEC. 22-JAN. 19).

Anything to do with your work or

your job will go extremely well today.
Co-workers will be helpful. You might

be full of bright, clever ideas. Work-
related travel will be enjoyable.
Whatever you do will likely expand

your world. Your health will feel vigorous
as well.

AQUARIUS

(JAN. 20-FEB. 18).

Play hooky today if possible.

Pleasure comes before work today.

This feels like a vacation day for many
of you. Enjoy interesting outings, sports
events and fun activities with children.
Meet friends for breakfast, lunch or
dinner. See the gang at happy hour. Live
it up!

PISCES

(FEB. 19-MARCH 20).

Family relationships, especially

with female relatives, will be warm
and friendly today. It's a great day to
entertain. Invite people, especially
groups, to your home. Everyone will be
friendly and positive. This is also an
excellent day to check out real estate
speculation or to find another home to
buy or to rent.

— Georgia Nicols
© 2024, KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, INC.
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N-S VULNERABLE

NORTH
& AQJ4
¥ 10
¢ K1063
& A62
WEST EAST
4 96 & K873
¥ A9854 ¥ Q2
¢ 754 4 QJ2
® )83 ® 10954
SOUTH (D)
& 1052
¥ K763
¢ A98
& KQ7
The hidding:
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
14 Pass 14 Pass
INT Pass  3NT All Pass

Opening lead — ¥ 5

BRIDGE

t's hard to get anything past

my friend the English professor.
In the club lounge, someone
asked him what word becomes
shorter when two letters are
added. His answer, of course,
was “short.”

The play at today’s 3NT was
short — and sour. West led the five
of hearts. East covered dummy’s
jack with the queen, and declarer
took the king and led the deuce of
spades for a finesse with dummy’s
jack.

If West had held the king, South
could have returned to his hand
and led a second spade to the
queen for at least nine tricks. But
when East won and led his last
heart, West cashed four hearts for
down one.

No prizes are awarded for
making a contract shortly. If
South lets East’s queen of hearts
win, South still has a stopper
and can break up the defenders’
communication.

West can win the heart return
with the ace and lead the nine, but
then South wins and safely finesses
in spades. He has nine tricks even
when the finesse loses.

This week: Do you hold up?
DAILY QUESTION

You hold:

41052YK763

¢A98&KQ7

Today’s South opened one
club as dealer with this hand. Do
you agree with that action?

ANSWER: With 12 points and
two and a half “Quick Tricks,”
most players would open. Still,

a case exists for passing. A good
opening bid is based on some
playing tricks, not just an assort-
ment of high cards, and this hand
has limited trick-taking potential.
Moreover, opening in a three-card
suit is a drawback.

— Frank Stewart
©2024, TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

ACROSS
1 Covertly
included on
an email
5 Female pigs
9 Enjoy a novel
13 Bedside clock
feature
15 Declare with
assurance
16 _ of Wight
17 “Aquaman” star
Jason
18 Mighty wind
19 Fill until full
20 Pricey booze
at a bar
23 Chimney buildup
24 Greek letter
after sigma
25 Climb
28 Periodic table
components
33 Power tool for
smoothing wood
35 Horror
filmmaker Aster
36 Vietnam
neighbor
37 Ore-__ Tater
Tots
38 “Frozen”
character
with antlers
39 Shade tree
40 Beef often used
for carne asada
43 Witty banter
46 Pops, as a
bubble
47 Nat __ Wild
48 Naive one
49 On the cutting
edge of style,
or what 20-,
33-,and
40-Across can
be said to be?
56 Pixar film set
on the Italian
Riviera
57 Buddhist
teacher
58 Love, in ltalian
60 Flight sked nos.
61 Perfect place
62 Oman neighbor
63 “__countonit!”
64 Tournament rank
65 Andy who
coaches the
Chiefs

DOWN
1 Impact sound

1 2

3 |4

13

By Stella Zawistowski

10 |11 12

17

8 9
16
19

25

33

36

39

38

41

13

49

56

60

22
42
58
62

63

L
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2 Coagulate 29 King who ban- 40 Classic slapstick 48 __for greatness
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Baltimore
holds on.
staves off
a CTisIS

RAVENS 28,
COWBOYS 25

BY CHUCK CULPEPPER

ARLINGTON, TEX. — A loud
game of early-season crisis
avoidance went to the Baltimore
Ravens here Sunday after they
whisked early, wriggled late and
finally achieved their mission of
not losing.

By a 28-25 final score, the
Ravens (1-2) did not lose to
Dallas and seemed to hurl what-
ever crisis this game would dis-
pense upon the Cowboys (1-2),
even though Dallas’s fourth-
quarter trip most of the way out
of a 28-6 crypt might downsize
this latest in their three-decade
series of football crises here in
Jerry Jones’s Society of Hollow
Hype. When Baltimore achieved
not-losing with Lamar Jackson’s
10-yard zip through the line to
gain a first down and quell any
silliness, its sideline looked fes-
tive and its ambitious team
looked like any team might look
if it had just steered clear of the
mirthless swirl that comes with
0-3.

“You want to do that in that
situation,” Coach John Harbaugh
said, and he meant the Ravens’
two first downs to kill the clock
after taking over with 2:53 left
and the lead trimmed to three.
He followed that sentence with,
“Really didn’t want to be in that
situation, but ..”

“We got the finish, man, [even
if] I didn’t like how things were
going,” Jackson said after his
budding collaboration with new
running back Derrick Henry
wrung 12-for-15 passing and
87 rushing yards from Jackson
and 151 rushing yards from Hen-
ry, plus a grateful recital of the
names of the offensive linemen.

“Hats off to the offensive line:
Ronnie, Andrew, Tyler, Daniel
and Pat,” Henry said. That meant
the lot of Ronnie Stanley, An-
drew Vorhees, Tyler Linder-
baum, Daniel Faalele and Patrick
Mekari, who took some guff after
the 0-2 start, of which Henry
said: “We all see it. We can’t miss
much of anything nowadays. It’s
right in your face whether you
want to see it or not.”

Sunday’s noise sounded so
much better than 0-3 noise with
all its drama, denunciations and
other bad vibes, all just eight
months after the kind of narrow

SEE RAVENS ON D4

Austin Ekeler spent his NFL career with the Chargers before arriving in Washington. “A real pro’s pro,” Coach Dan Quinn says.

Things are looking up
with the ground game

Commanders’ offense has turned a corner with the tandem of Ekeler and Robinson

BY NICKI JHABVALA

For much of the past year, Austin Ekeler heard how he
was “washed.” He was done, some analysts and fans said.
He wasn’t the same running back who could bounce off
tackles and zigzag around defenders.

But Washington Commanders Coach Dan Quinn knew
from a single step in Week 1 that Ekeler, at 29 and in his
eighth NFL season, has plenty left.

In the first quarter of Washington’s season-opening loss
to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Ekeler slipped through the
middle of the line for a check-down pass from Jayden
Daniels. Before the catch, he took a drop step that was a

signal to Quinn.

“Thereason I bring that one up is he’s got a specific way,”

Commanders at Bengals: 8:15 p.m., ABC | Inside: Everything you need to know about the Monday night matchup. D6

¥

e it o —
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Quinn explained. “... So, as somebody may be gaining
confidence, [they might] drop-step while the ball’s still in
the air to gain some space.”

Ekeler took the short pass from Daniels, flipped his hips
and turned upfield, bouncing off one linebacker and
spinning around another to gain 22 yards and help set up
the Commanders’ first touchdown. He finished the game
with 52 receiving yards.

“He’s very consistent,” Quinn continued. “I know that’s
not a sexy word, but one of the things that you can count on
from him, right space, right time. A real pro’s pro.”

Anundrafted and once deemed undersized player out of
Division II Western State (now Western Colorado), Ekeler
became a household name with the Chargers, working in

SEE COMMANDERS ON D7

Irvin’s
long ball
problems
flare up

CUBS 5,
NATIONALS 0

BY ANDREW GOLDEN

CHICAGO — At the crack of the
bat, Jake Irvin held the follow-
through on his delivery and
looked toward the Washington
Nationals’ dugout. The right-
hander could have watched
Miguel Amaya’s fourth-inning
home run sail into the left field
seats, but the reaction from the
Wrigley Field crowd was all he
needed to deduce the outcome.

Irvin allowed just four hits Sun-
day. The problem with that: Three
of them were home runs, which
accounted for nearly all of the
Chicago Cubs’ offense in their 5-0
victory. Its final road trip com-
plete at 1-6, Washington returns
home for the season’s final week
after being outscored 38-14 in
those seven games.

Nothing seemed to go right for
Washington (69-87) in Sunday’s
game, which started 2 hours
20 minutes late because of rain.
Irvin lasted just four innings,
matching his shortest outing of
the season.

“I think my preparation was
pretty poor once we went into the
delay,” he said. “The mindset was
fine, but sitting there waiting and
picking back up again, things just
kind of sped up and never slowed
them down.”

Last season, his first in the
majors, Irvin had trouble limiting
walks and home runs. This year,
he has cut his walks per nine
innings from 4.0 to 2.3, and his
home runs per nine are down
slightly from 1.5 to 1.3. But on
Sunday, those problems reap-
peared.

The first batter Irvin faced was
Mike Tauchman, who moved into
the leadoff spot for the Cubs
(80-76) after Ian Happ was
scratched minutes before first
pitch. Irvin fell behind 2-0, then
left a fastball over the plate that
Tauchman hit off the video board
inright field.

Against the next batter, Dansby
Swanson, Irvin jumped ahead 0-2
but ended up walking him. Swan-
son stole second base and scored
on Seiya Suzuki’s single to extend
Chicago’s lead to 2-0.

Irvin issued four walks Sunday,
which tied a season high. He

SEE NATIONALS ON D9

Royals at Nationals
Tuesday, 6:45 p.m., MASN2

Clark learns a bruising playofl lesson

SUN 93,
FEVER 69

BY BEN GOLLIVER

UNCASVILLE, CONN. — Not two
minutes into her playoff debut,
Caitlin Clark was on the hard-
wood clutching her face thanks to
an inadvertent poke in the eye.
The Indiana Fever star’s first taste
of the WNBA postseason was bit-
ter, nothing like her team’s
charmed run since the Olympic
break, and the blow left her

bruised. By game’s end, she was
sporting a black eye.

Playoff dues must be paid by
all; Clark, the most exceptional
WNBA rookie in recent years, is
no exception. The Connecticut
Sun’s stout defense stymied Clark
as it pulled away in the second
halffor a 93-69 blowout victory in
Game 1 of the first-round playoff
series Sunday afternoon at Mohe-
gan Sun Arena. T<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>