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BAREILLY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, BAREILLY
PROPOSED ON NEW BYPASS NEAR JHUMKA TIRAHA AT RAHPURA JAGIR, BAREILLY

BAREILLY INDUSTRIAL TOWNSHIP
(" Logistics % Warehouses & % Industrial )

Transport Nagar

em vey Date : 23 Sep. 2024 to 22 Oct. 2024
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Price Starts From X 14,900/- Per Sq. Mtr.

Medical Facility Center
Common Facility Center

Solid waste management system
Dormitory / Hostel Facility for labour

% Petrol Pump \ CNG Pump o
< CUGL Gas Line Network %
< Cafeteria \ Bank \ Post Office s
< Fire station and fire hydrant network <

<+ ETP/STP

< E - Charging Station

Common Parking Area

Under ground Electricity network

Logistics Warehouses Transport Nagar

ZONE 1 ZONE 2 ZONE 3 ZONE 4
Plot area | No. of Plot | Plot size Plot area | No. of Plot | Plot size Plot area | No. of Plot | Plot size Plot area | No. of Plot | Plot size
(in meter) (in meter) (in meter) (in meter)
750 45 25+30 750 56 25+30 750 70 25+30 750 43 25+30
&y L. el & 3 e 2000 10 50%40 2000 10 50+40
3750 10 o0+*75 3750 b 50«75
5000 2 50+100 5000 2 50+100 3750 7 50+75 5000 G 50+100
10000 2 80+125 10000 2 80+125 5000 8 50+100 10000 2 80+125
LOCATION The demand survey forms can be obtained free of cost from the Civil Lines and Aonla branches of HDFC Bank in Bareilly district, the SCANNED FOR
QR CODE Labella Chowk branch in Badaun district, Soro gate branch in Kasganj,Agra Road Dwarikapuri branch in Etah, Station Road branch in REGISTRATION
Ujhani Dist. Badaun, DM Road Branch in Bulandshahr, The Townhall branch in Shahjahanpur, and any branch of HDFC Bank in Pilibhit, =
Rampur, Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh and Dist. Nanital in Uttrakhand Additionally, applications can be submitted online via the E _"'"" e T E
authority’s website, or the form can be downloaded by scanning the QR code attached to the demand survey. Along with the application e LT
form, a demand survey amount of #1000 must be deposited into the authority’s account, which is refundable/adjustable. Detailed terms
and conditions of the demand survey can be viewed on the authority’'s website or by obtaining the form from the bank. e
Y ..

BAREILLY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, BAREILLY &

Helpline Number : +91-9568006429 | Website : www bdainfo.org
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Venezuela’s
Opposition leader
Edmundo Gonzalez.

SPAIN

Maduro’s forces
coming for me,
says Opp leader

Madrid: Venezuela’s for-
mer presidential candidate
Edmundo Gonzalez said
on Friday he sought diplo-
matic refuge after being
told President Nicolas
Maduro's security forces
were coming for him.
Gonzalez, whom the op-
position insist was the real
winner of a July election
awarded to Maduro, told
Reuters during an inter-
view in Madrid he could
have been jailed and possi-
bly tortured had he stayed
in Venezuela. He left for
Spain after securing guar-
antees that his family and
property in Venezuela
would be safe, he said,
adding that he wanted to
be free to seek support
fromworld leaders. “Ase-
curity official working with
me tookme aside tosay he
had received information
that the security organs
were coming for me and
that it was best to take
refuge,” he said. REUTERS

PAKISTAN

4 heldin Punjab

province over
‘IS ties’: Police

Lahore: Four alleged ISIS
terrorists have been ar-
rested in Pakistan's
Punjab province, police
said on Saturday. A
spokesperson of Punjab
Police’s Counter
Terrorism Department
said that acting on a tip-
off, the CTD raided the
hideouts of terrorists in
four cities of Punjab --
Lahore, Toba Tek Singh
Bahawalpur and
Mianwali -- and arrested
as many terrorists be-
longing to Daesh (ISIS).
The terrorists were iden-
tified as Amjadur
Rehman, Sher Alj,
Zahabullah and Tayyab
Raees. PTI

INDONESIA
Rebelsrelease

NZ pilot held
captiveforayear

Jakarta: The New Zealand
pilot who's been held
hostage for more than a
year in the restive Papua
region has been freed by
separatist rebels,
Indonesian authorities
said.  Philip  Mark
Mehrtens, the pilot from
Christchurch who was
working for Indonesian
aviation company Susi Alr,
was handed over to the
Cartenz Peace Taskforce,
after separatist rebels let
him walk free early
Saturday, said the task-
force spokesperson Bayu
Suseno. AP
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A polling center in Colombo on Saturday. Over 13,000 polling stations were set up across Sri Lanka. AP

With economic future at stake,
Lanka votes for new president

Voter turnout at 75%, curfew imposed in country as counting underway

-

REUTERS
COLOMBO, SEPTEMBER 21

SRILANKANS voted on Saturday
inan election to pick a president
who will face the task of bolster-
ing the country's fragile eco-
nomic recovery following its
worst financial crisis in decades.

Theelectionis predicted to be
aclose contest between President
Ranil Wickremesinghe, main op-
position leader Sajith Premadasa
and Marxist-leaning challenger
Anura Kumara Dissanayake.
Dissanayake narrowly led in one
recent opinion poll.

Voting closed at 4 pm and
counting started afterward, with
results expected to be announced
by the Election Commission on
Sunday. Postal votes were to
be counted first, senior commis-
sion official Saman Sri Ratnayake,
told Reuters.

The country's election sys-

Iran withheld
launchers for

missiles sent to
Russia; Officials

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 21

IRAN DID not include mobile
launchers with the close-range
ballistic missiles that
Wiashington last week accused
Tehran of delivering to Russia for
use against Ukraine, according to
three sources with knowledge of
the matter.

The sources said it was not
clear why Iran did not supply
launchers with the Fath-360 mis-
siles. AUS official said Iran had not
delivered the launchers at the
time of the US announcement
about Iran's delivery of the
weapons. A European intelli-
gence official said without elab-
orating that they did not expect
Iran to provide launchers. Two ex-
perts said there could be several
reasons why the launchers were
not sent. One is that Russia may
plan to modify trucks to carry the
missiles, as Iran has done.
Another is that Iran is allowing
space for new talks with Western
powers on easing tensions.
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Presidential candidate Anura Kumara Dissanayake and (right)
President Ranil Wickremesinghe in Colombo, Saturday

tem allows voters to cast three
preferential votes for their cho-
sen candidates.

If no candidate wins 50% in
the first count, a second round of
counting determines the winner
between the two top candidates,
using the preferential votes.

Analysts say this will likely be
the case given the close nature of
the election.

Saturday's voting was peace-
ful across the South Asian island
nationand queues outside booths

lengthened as the day progressed.
More than 13,000 polling stations
were set up and 250,000 public
officials were deployed to manage
the election, the poll body said.

The voter turnout in the pres-
idential election is estimated to
be around 75 per cent, according
to an official.

“Ithink we desperatelyneed a
change and I think a lot of people
feel the same way,” said Niroshan
Perera, 36, a supporter of
Dissanayake. This was SriLanka's

Russia plans strikes
on nuclear facilities

before winter:

REUTERS
KYIV,SEPTEMBER 21

UKRAINE’S FOREIGN minister
said on Saturday that Russia is
planning strikes on Ukrainian nu-
clear facilities before the winter,
and urged the UN’s nuclear
watchdog and Kyiv's allies to es-
tablish permanent monitoring
missions at its nuclear plants.

“According to Ukrainian intel-
ligence, (the) Kremlin is prepar-
ing strikes on Ukrainian nuclear
energy critical objects ahead of
winter,” Foreign Minister Andriy
Sybiha wrote on X.

“In particular, it concerns
opendistribution devices at (nu-
clear power plants and) trans-
mission substations, critical for
the safe operation of nuclear en-
ergy.” Sybiha did not elaborate
on why Kyiv believed such
strikes were being prepared.

There was no immediate
comment from Moscow.

The UN'’s nuclear watchdog,

Kyiv

After a Russian strike on
Ukraine’s Kharkiv, Saturday

the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment. The Ukrainian presi-
dent’s chief of staff, Andriy
Yermak, called for a swift global
response to the purported threat
of a strike on a nuclear facility.

"This is preparation for a pos-
sible nuclear disaster scenario.
Russiais a terrorist,” he wrote on
Telegram. “They must be
stopped here and now. The
countries of the West and the
Global South must react harshly
to preparations for terror.”

Challenges
ahead

EXPLAINED

.

THE WINNER will have to
ensure Sri Lanka sticks
with the IMF programme
until 2027 to get its econ-
omy on a stable path and
help a quarter of its peo-
ple climb out of poverty.

first election since the economy
buckled in 2022 under a severe
foreign exchange shortage.
“The people have to decide
the future of this country. I ask
everyone to vote peacefully,”
Wickremesinghe said after vot-
ing at the University of Colombo.
Meanwhile, a curfew has
been imposed in the country
from Saturday night to 6 am on
Sunday as a precaution to prevent
any untoward incident, police
said. WITHPTI INPUTS

Putin was joking
about support
for Harris in US
elections: Lavrov

}r-‘i -

(- Russian
el Foreign
< Minister
Sergei Lavrov

Moscow: Russian President
Vladimir Putin was joking when
he said Moscow was supporting
Democratic candidate Kamala
Harris in November's U.S. presi-
dential election, Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov said in an inter-
view with Sky News Arabia.

Putin said earlier this month
that Russia wanted Harris to win
the contest in a comment that
cited her “infectious” laugh as a
reason to prefer her over
Republican candidate and former
President Donald Trump. The re-
mark prompted the White House
to say Putin should stop com-
menting on the election.

“It was a joke,” Lavrov said.
“President Putin has a good
sense of humour. He often jokes
during his statements and inter-
views.” REUTERS

LUXURY BRITISH DEPARTMENT STORE ‘ENABLED’ AL-FAYED’S ABUSE, SAY VICTIMS

‘Monster enabled by a system’: 37 women to sue Harrods over unsafe work conditions

EGAN SPECIA
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 21

LAWYERS REPRESENTING
dozens of women who have de-
tailed harrowing allegations of
sexual assault by Mohamed al-
Fayed, the former owner of
Harrods, said on Friday that
they would launch a civil case
against the luxury British de-
partment store for allegedly en-
abling his abuse.

At a news conference on
Friday, lawyers for at least 37

women said Harrods had “acqui-
esced to” an unsafe environment
that had failed the alleged victims.

Al-Fayed, who died last year
at 94, was a billionaire tycoon
who owned the iconic store from
1985 t0 2010.

“We will say it plainly,
Mohamed al-Fayed was a mon-
ster,” said Dean Armstrong, one
of the lawyers, adding, “But he
was a monster enabled by a sys-
tem, a system that pervaded
Harrods.”

Al-Fayed was “enabled by un-
safe systems of work which

Harrods established, maintained,
certainly acquiesced to, and, we
say, facilitated during his chair-
manship,” Armstrong said.

Harrods, whichis now owned
by the state of Qatar’s sovereign
wealth fund, issued a statement
shortly after the documentary
wasreleased on Thursday saying
itwas “utterly appalled by the al-
legations of abuse perpetrated by
Mohamed al-Fayed.”

The company acknowledged
that during his ownership, “we
failed our employees who were
his victims and for this we sin-

Al-Fayed, who died last year at 94, was a billionaire tycoon
who owned the iconic store from 1985 to 2010. AP
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SENTENCED FOR A YEAR, FREED OVER TERM SERVED
US SOLDIER WHO FLED TO N KOREA RELEASED

US Army Private Travis King, who last year ran into North Korea and was taken into custody
there, was sentenced Friday to one year of confinement then freed based on time already served,
his lawyer said. He pleaded guilty to five charges, and the sentencing was held in Texas.  REUTERS

16 Hezbollah members
among 37 killed in Friday’s

Israeli strikes: Lebanon _

REUTERS
BEIRUT, JERUSALEM, SEPT 21

AN ISRAELI airstrike that tar-
geted Hezbollah commandersin
a Beirut suburb on Friday killed
at least 37 people, including
three children and seven
women, the Lebanese health
ministry said, and rescuers were
still searching on Saturday for
people missing in the rubble.
Hezbollah said overnight
that 16 of its members including
senior leader Ibrahim Aqil and
another top commander,
Ahmed Wahbi, were among
those killed in the deadliest
strike in nearly a year of conflict
between Israel and the Iran-
backed group.
Thelsraeliarmy,in postson X,
said the strike hitan underground
gathering of senior commanders
of Hezbollah’s elite Radwan
forces, and had “almost com-
pletely dismantled” Hezbollah's
military chain of command. The
attack levelled a multi-story resi-
dential building in the crowded
suburb and a nursery next door
was damaged, a source said.
Heavy cross-border strikes
continued on Saturday, with
Israeli warplanes carrying out
some of the heaviest bombard-
ment in 11 months of fighting
across Lebanon's south and
Hezbollah claiming rocket attacks
onmilitary targets inIsrael's north.
TheIsraeli army said it hit around
180 targets, destroying thousands
of rocket launch barrels.
Lebanese Prime Minister Najib
Mikati cancelled a planned trip to
the UN. General Assembly in New
York over the escalating conflict,
his office said in a statement.
Hezbollah has said it will keep
fighting Israel until it agrees to a
ceasefire inits war against Hamas
inthe Palestinian enclave of Gaza.
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Emergency personnel at the site of the Israeli strike in
Beirut’s southern suburbs on Saturday. Reuters

Palestinians say Israeli
strike killed 22 in shelter,

army says militants hit

REUTERS
GAZA, CAIRO, SEPTEMBER 21

PALESTINIANS SAID an Israeli
strike killed atleast 22 peopleina
school sheltering displaced peo-
ple in southern Gaza City on
Saturday, while the Israeli military
said the attack targeted a com-
mand centre of Hamas.

The Gaza health ministry
said most of those killed were
women and children. The
Hamas-run government media
office said 13 children and six
women were among the dead.

The military said it hitaHamas
command centre embedded in
the compound that previously
served as a school, repeating an
accusation that the group uses
civilian facilities for military pur-
poses. Hamas denies that.

Reuters footage from the site

Justice served: Sullivan on
killing of Hezbollah leader

Wilmington: US National
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan on
Saturday said he was worried
about escalation between Israel
and Lebanon but that the Israeli
killing of a top Hezbollah leader
brought justice to the Iran-
backed group.

Sullivan, speaking with re-
porters in  Wilmington,
Delaware, said he still sees a path
toa ceasefire in Gaza but that the
US is “not at a point right now
where we're prepared to put
something on the table.” Sullivan
said the US is continuing to work

i? - US National
& e Security

. &~ = AdvisorJake
"{"‘:"1‘ Sullivan

with Qatar and Egypt as the two
countries talk with Hamas, but
that Washington, as it talks with
Israel, is not in a position to pro-
pose a deal that could be ac-
cepted by both parties.

“Could that change over the
course of the coming days? It
could,” Sullivan said. REUTERS
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Reuters

The school bombed by Israeli
jetsin Gaza city on Saturday

showed blasted walls, wrecked
and burnt furniture, and holes in
the ceiling of one room. Some of
the dead were wrapped in blan-
kets and carried away on donkey
carts, as ambulances transferred
otherbodies.In Rafah, in the south
Gaza, the health ministry said four
health workers were killed by an
Israeli strike that hit ministry
warehouses.

Israel commits
‘shameless crimes’
against children,
says Khamenei

IRAN'S SUPREME Leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said on
Saturday that Israel is commit-
ting "shameless crimes" against
children, not combatants.

His comments came a day af-
ter an Israeli airstrike on the
Lebanese capital, Beirut — which
according to a source targeted a
building next to a nursery— killed
atleast 31 people, including three
children and seven women, ac-
cording to the Lebanese health
ministry. REUTERS

Fear grips ethnic minorities after
violence in Bangladesh kills four

REUTERS
DHAKA, SEPTEMBER 21
ETHNIC  MINORITIES in
Bangladesh’s southern hilly re-
gionare living in fear after clashes
in which four people were killed
and dozens wounded, police and
witnesses said on Saturday.
Sectarianviolence, sparked by
the lynching of a Bengali man on
Wednesday, has displaced scores
of ethnic families after homesand
businesses were set on fire in
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) bor-
dering Myanmar and northeast
India, they said. A 72-hour road
and waterways blockade, called
by student-led ethnic groups, is

cerely apologise.” It said its prior-
ity had been to “settle claims in
the quickest way possible, avoid-
ing lengthy legal proceedings for
the women involved.”

New accusations have
emerged since the documentary,
called Al Fayed: Predator at
Harrods, lawyers said. The inves-
tigation featured the accounts of
more than 20 female ex-em-
ployees whose allegations span
years and continents, with accu-
sations of assault in London,
Paris, St. Tropez and Abu Dhabi.
Five of the women say they were

People protest violence
against ethnic minorities in
Dhaka in 2021. Reutes file

underway in three hilly districts
of Khagrachhari, Rangamati and
Bandarban in the CHT, home to
several indigenous tribal groups.

Protesters are calling for pun-
ishment of those responsible for

raped by al-Fayed.

Armstrong said the allega-
tions against al-Fayed combined
“some of the most horrific ele-
ments of the cases involving
Jimmy Savile, Jeffrey Epstein and
Harvey Weinstein.”

The lawyers said they would
deal with each claim individually
rather than through a class-ac-
tion lawsuit, though civil claims
had not yet been filed as they
continued to investigate each
case.

“Every survivor suffered dif-
ferent harm here and different

the unrest, which escalated
Thursday, leading to the deaths of
four men from ethnic minorities.
Many families in Khagrachhari
and Rangamati have fled.
Despite heavy army, police
and border guard patrols, resi-
dents remain on edge. “Atense sit-
uationis prevailing... peace will re-
stored soon,” said Ahsan Habib,
DIG at Chittagong Range Police.
The Bengali man’s lynching
triggered retaliatory attacks on
ethnic minority communities, of-
ficials said. Dozens of houses, pri-
marily belonging to Buddhist mi-
norities, were set on fire or
attacked. Speakers in local
mosques were used to incite
Bengali mobs, witnesses said.

long-term effects,” Armstrong
said. The lawyers said they were
representing at least one em-
ployee of the Ritz Paris, which Mr.
al-Fayed bought in 1979 and
owned until his death.

Former employees said Mr.
al-Fayed would scour the depart-
ment-store floor and handpick
women to work in his office.
Many of those women were
given intrusive gynecological
medical checks and tested for
sexually transmitted diseases,
the results of which were sent di-
rectly to al-Fayed. NYT
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NO CHARGESHEET IN MOST CASES

Hate-speech FIRs
gather dust year

after Maharashtra
assured SC of action

Officers say at least 19 FIRs await govt
nod; Fadnavis says moving as per law

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

IN APRIL last year, responding to
a petition against alleged hate
speech in rallies conducted by
Sakal Hindu Samaj (SHS) across
Maharashtra, the state govern-
ment had denied any “lapse” on
its part and had assured the
Supreme Court that it was tak-
ing action in these cases. It listed
25 FIRs registered in January-
April 2023, including 16 related
to Samaj rallies.

The affidavit filed by the state
said that the DGP had “directed”
all Commissioners and
Superintendents of Police “to(suo
motu) initiate action” as and
when any such speech took place.

More than a year later, that
assurance does not seem to have
gone beyond those FIRs, accord-
ing to information obtained by
The Indian Express, including
records accessed under the Right
to Information Act.

These show that police are
yet tofile a chargesheetin atleast
19 of the 25 cases, including all

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

PRIME MINISTERS’
MUSEUM & LIBRARY

In letter to
Sonia, member
seeks access to
Nehru papers

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

IN THE backdrop of the Prime
Ministers’ Museum and Library
(PMML), earlier this year, dis-
cussing the reclaiming of former
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru's private papers by
Congress leader Sonia Gandhi,
one of its members has now
written to her, asking her to ei-
ther return the papers, provide
copies, or offer digitised access.

In a letter to Sonia dated
September 9, Ahmedabad-
based historian and author
Rizwan Kadri — among the 29
members of the PMML Society
(formerly Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library,or NMML),
which is headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi — says it
is “crucial that these records re-
main accessible to ensure com-
prehensive understanding of our
nation's history”.

A questionnaire emailed to
Sonia’s office on the letter did not
elicit any response.

Asfirst reported by The Indian
Express, the PMML Society had
discussed the status of the pa-
pers in Sonia's custody at its last
annual general meeting in
February, following which it was
decided that a legal opinion
would be sought.

As per PMML records, the pa-
pers reclaimed by Sonia include
letters exchanged between Nehru
and Jayaprakash Narayan, Edwina
Mountbatten, Albert Einstein,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

YOUR RIGHT
TO KNOW

AN EXPRESS RrTI
APPLICATION

AWAITING GREEN
SIGNAL

hate speech FIRs
19 submitted in
January-April 2023
await sanction for
prosecution from the
Maharashtra
government.
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WILL DEEPEN INDIA-US STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP: PM

Biden, Modi meet ahead of Quad: ..

Chma, Ukraine & Israel ontable

Announcements
expected on
health, maritime
security, climate,
emerging tech

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden wel-
comed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Saturday at his home in
Wilmington, Delaware, on the
margins and ahead of the 6th
Quad summit.

This was the eighth time the
two have met in person in the
last four years and Saturday’s
meeting is seen as Biden’s
“farewell” Quad as US President.

Attending the summit are
Japan PM Fumio Kishida and
Australian PM  Anthony
Albanese. Welcoming them,
Biden said that these “leaders
aren't just essential to ensuring
a free and open Indo-Pacific -
they are friends of mine and
friends of our nation”.

The leaders are expected to
discuss China’s assertive behav-
iour in the Indo-Pacific, the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

After SC flagged delay,
appointment of 8 HC
Chief Justices gets nod

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

A DAY after the Supreme Court
flagged the issue of pending
Judges’ appointments, the
Centre on Saturday notified the
appointment of eight High Court
Chief Justices.

These included the
Jharkhand HC — the Jharkhand
government had filed a con-
tempt petition in the Supreme
Court against the Union Ministry
of Law and Justice for alleged de-
lay in clearing the Collegium'’s
recommendation to transfer
Himachal Pradesh HC Chief
Justice M S Ramachandra Rao as
the Chief Justice of Jharkhand HC.

On Friday, while hearing the

MoS
Law Arjun
Meghwal

contempt petition and a PIL
which sought a “fixed time limit”
for the Centre to notify the ap-
pointment of Judges recom-
mended by the Collegium, the
Supreme Court had asked the
Centre to submit a status report
on the recommendations that
the Collegium had reiterated,
specifying “what is the difficulty
inmaking those appointments”.
The Bench, led by Chief
Justice of India D'Y Chandrachud,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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US President Joe Biden with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at his residence in Delaware ahead of their bilateral

meeting on Saturday. @VEAIndia

Kerala man in Norway
‘linked’ to pager blasts,
family says no contact

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 21

THE FAMILY of Rinson Jose — a
36-year-old Indian-born entre-
preneur and Norwegian citizen,
whose name emerged in the in-
vestigation surrounding the re-
cent pager explosions in
Lebanon — has told The Indian
Express they have not heard from
him for the past few days.

Jose is the founder of
Bulgaria-based Norta Global Ltd.
According to Reuters, which
quoted local media reports, the
firm had facilitated the sale of
the pagers to Hezbollah.

Since the reports emerged, po-
lice in Wayanad have stepped up

BJP counts on PM, and separatists
in Valley fray, for boost in Jammu

MANOJCG

JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 21
— @ —— FROM JAMMU
1L to Kathua, and
from Rajouri to
Doda, huge bill-
DECISION boards featur-
2024 i\l/l]ﬁlisterprlme

J&K

Narendra Modi

stare at you — contrasting the
“situation” in the Jammu divi-
sion before and after 2014.
“Ashanti (strife)” before 2014 and
“shanti (peace)” now, say some

BJP billboards featuring PM
dot Jammu region. Manoj CG

of them. “Nidar (fearless)” has re-
placed “dar(fear)”, claim others.
Hoardings with pictures of the
BJP’s candidates are few and far
between.

The BJP, which created history
by winning 25 seats in the
Jammu region (out of 37 seats
then)in the 2014 Assembly elec-
tions, is pulling out all stops to re-
peat or better its performance in
the current Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly polls being held after
10 years. While relying once
again on Modi's popularity, the
party is expecting some “help”

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Rinson Jose, 36,is a
Norwegian citizen

surveillance around the home of
Rinson’s parents, an officer of the
state special branch (intelligence
wing) told The Indian Express.
“There is no threat to them,
but surveillance has been placed
around the area since Friday. We
have not come across anything
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

DECISION Q"’j 2024

SELJA ABSENCE
FROM CONGRESS
POLL CAMPAIGN
SPARKS BUZZ

¥1,000 IN ASSETS,
BJP’S J&K CHIEF IS
AMONG ‘POOREST’
IN FRAY PAGE 6

White House
officials meet
Sikh activists,
‘assure more

safeguards’

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 21

WHITE HOUSE officials met a
group of Sikh activists to assure
them that the US government is
committed to protecting
Americans from any acts of
transnational aggression on its
soil, a community leader said.
The meeting comes ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
three-day visit to the US during
which he will attend the Quad
summit in Delaware and address
the ‘Summit of the Future’ at UN
General Assembly in New York.
Held inside the White House
complex Thursday, the meeting
was attended by Pritpal Singh of
the American Sikh Caucus
Committee and representatives
from the Sikh Coalition and Sikh
American Legal Defence and
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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TIRUPATI TEMPLE
TIES UP WITH NEW
GHEE VENDOR
PAGE 9

Polls ahead,
EC set to visit
Jharkhand,
Maharashtra
next week

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE ELECTION Commission will
likely visit Jharkhand and
Maharashtra next week to re-
view preparations for Assembly
elections in the two states, EC
sources said Saturday.

The panel, comprising Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar and Election
Commissioners Gyanesh Kumar
and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu, is
scheduled to visit Jharkhand on
September 23-24, before head-
ing to Maharashtra for a two-day
visit on September 27 and
September 28, said the sources.

While the Jharkhand
Assembly’s term ends on January
5, 2025, the Maharashtra
Assembly’s termis till November
26, which means elections have
tobe completed before that date.

While the EC is yet to take a
decision, the sources said there
is a possibility of the two elec-
tions being held simultaneously.
In the past three election cycles,
the poll panel had scheduled the
Maharashtra and Haryana
Assembly polls together. This

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Keepers of
Lost Cities

The science behind the
discovery of the Indus
Civilisation
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MAKE KEJRiwAL CM
AGAIN: CM ATISHI

Delhi Chief Minister Atishi seeks blessings from AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal after taking oath of office along with five
cabinet ministers, in New Delhi on Saturday. LG Vinai Kumar
Saxena was present at the swearing-in. The new CM said:
‘We have only one objective for the elections — to make

Arvind Kejriwal CM of Delhi again.’ ANI

REPORTS, PAGES 3,7

Manipur faultlines

deepen, tussle over
Unified Command

takes centrestage

SUKRITABARUAH
JIRIBAM, SEPTEMBER 21

LEAKED INTELLIGENCE reports,
a fresh flare-up in violence and,
most importantly, the issue of
who oversees the Unified
Command is behind the rela-
tionship between the Manipur
government and the state’s se-
curity establishment becoming
more strained than ever, top se-
curity officials and government
functionaries have told The
Indian Express.

The Unified Command is
meant to ensure coordination
between the different forces
present in the state, including
the police, Army, Assam Rifles,
and the various Central Armed
Police Forces. Also tasked with
taking key security decisions, it
is currently headed by Kuldiep
Singh, a retired IPS officer and
Security Advisor to Chief
Minister N Biren Singh.

Within the government, top
functionaries say the CM not be-
ing in charge renders him “com-
pletely powerless”.

Power
e play

THOUGH THE Manipur
CM has maintained a stud-
ied silence on the issue of
the Unified Command,
those close to him have
been more vocal. With no
let-up in violence in the
state, the demands from
within the government
might only grow louder.

EXPLAINED

“Even inputs on the security
situation sent by the Chief
Minister’s Office are not taken
seriously by the DGP and the
Security Advisor. The truth is that
he (the CM) is currently com-
pletely powerless in this regard.
This is not something that he can
communicate directly to the
Centre because that will be seen
asinterfering in the Centre’s wis-
dom,” said a top source in the
government.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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FORBYPOLL BOOST
THROUGH JOB FAIRS
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17 yrs on, kidnap victim gives closing argument in own case — as lawyer

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 21

ONE EVENING, nearly 17 years
ago, seven-year-old Harsh Garg
was sitting in the medical shop
run by his father and uncle in
Kheragarh, around 40 km from
Agra. Around 7 pm, a gang of da-
coits entered the shop and
grabbed Harsh.

His father tried to intervene,
but was shot in the right shoul-

der. Before dragging the boy in-
side their car, the dacoits in-
structed the two men to start
collecting money in exchange for
Harsh'’s release. This was on
February 10, 2007.

Cutto September 17 this year.
Harsh, now 24, presented the
nearly hour-long closing argu-
ment in his kidnapping case —
not as a victim, but as a lawyer.
Eight of the 14 accused in the
case have been awarded life im-
prisonment by the trial court.

Harsh says his regular pres-
ence at the trial, which started in
2015, led to his decision to be-
come a lawyer. In 2022, he got

&8
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Harsh Garg (second from right) with his (from left) uncle
Mabhesh, father Ravi Kumar and mother Kavita. Express

FEBRUARY 10, 2007:
Harsh Garg, 7, is kidnapped
from Agra

MARCH 6, 2007: Rescued
from Shivpuri district, MP

2007-2008: All 14 accused
in the case arrested

2022: Harsh gets law degree

SEPTEMBER 17, 2024:
Delivers closing argument
in the case. Eight dacoits
given life imprisonment

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

his law degree from an Agra-
based college.

“With the court’s permission,
[ argued for 55 minutes during
the final stage of the case and
evenresponded to the objections
raised by the defence counsel,”
Harsh told The Indian Express,
adding that he appeared in court
with the government counsel.

Additional District
Government Counsel Nahar Singh
Tomar said the court sentenced
eight of the dacoits to life impris-
onment under Sections 364A
(kidnapping for ransom), 307 (at-
tempt to murder) and 368
(wrongful confinement) of the

Indian Penal Code. Most of the
eight convicts belong to Rajasthan.

Four other accused were ac-
quitted due to lack of evidence,
the counsel said, adding that two
other accused died during the
trial. Defence counsel Tejender
Rajput said he will file an appeal
against the judgment.

After earning his law degree
in 2022, Harsh says he started
tracking his kidnapping case
closely, including maintaining a
detailed record. “I attended every
hearing and even started assist-
ing the government counsel in
the case, including travelling to
other states to locate some of the

witnesses. I ensured that all wit-
nesses appeared on their sched-
uled dates.I tracked down retired
police personnel and made sure
they appeared in court to give
their statements,” he says.

The court examined a total of
15 prosecution witnesses and
one defence witness. Of the
prosecution witnesses, seven
had retired by the time their
statements were recorded.

In his testimony, Harsh, the
primary victim, told the court
that six men got out of the car to
kidnap him, while two others re-
mained inside.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Biden, Modi meeting ahead of Quad

Russia-Ukraine war; and the ris-
ing tension in West Asia in the
wake of the Israel-Hamas conflict.

PTlreported that the war and
Modi’s recent visit to Ukraine are
also expected to figure in the
meeting, according to US
National Security Adviser Jake
Sullivan.

Modi, who is here as part of
his three-day visit to the United
States, will also hold separate bi-
lateral meetings with Albanese
and Kishida. Modi was accom-
panied by External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri and
Ambassador of India to the US
Vinay Mohan Kwatra. The US
team included Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, Assistant to the
President for National Security
Affairs T H Jake Sullivan and
Ambassador of the US to India
Eric Garcetti.

After the meeting with Modi
that lasted about an hour, Biden
said: “The US partnership with
India is stronger, closer, and
more dynamic than any time in
history. Prime Minister Modi,
each time we sit down, I'm
struck by our ability to find new
areas of cooperation. Today was
no different.”

Biden offered to host the
Quad leaders’ summit — swap-
ping with India which will now
host in 2025 — and this is being

seen as his “farewell summit.”

In his departure statement
Saturday morning, Modi an-
nounced his three-day visit to
the US during which he will also
address the Summit of the
Future at the UN General
Assembly in New York. “I look
forward to joining my colleagues
President Biden, Prime Minister
Albanese and Prime Minister
Kishida for the Quad Summit.
The forum has emerged as a key
group of like-minded countries
to work for peace, progress and
prosperity in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion,” Modi said.

Biden said, “Today, I'll wel-
come Prime Ministers Albanese,
Modi, and Kishida to my home:
Delaware. These leaders aren't just
essential to ensuring a free and
open Indo-Pacific- they're friends
of mine and friends of our nation.
[ look forward to all we'll accom-
plish in the Summit ahead.”

After he landed at around 8
pm IST, Modi said, “Landed in
Philadelphia. Today’s programme
will be focused on the Quad
Summit and the bilateral meet-
ing with @POTUS @JoeBiden.Iam
sure the discussions throughout
the day will contribute to making
our planet better and addressing
key global challenges.”

Modi, who has invested in
Indo-US ties in the last decade
building on the strategic part-

e Govt appoints judges

had wunderlined that the
Collegium is not a “search com-
mittee”.

Announcing the appoint-
ments on Saturday, Union
Minister of State (independent
charge) for Law and Justice Arjun
Ram Meghwal said ina poston X:
“In exercise of the powers con-
ferred by the Constitution of India,
the President is pleased to ap-
point/ transfer the following Chief
Justices of High Courts.” According
to the list:

M Delhi High Court Acting
ChiefJustice Manmohan hasbeen
appointed as Delhi HC Chief
Justice.

M Justice RajivShakdherof the
Delhi HC has been appointed
Chief Justice of the Himachal
Pradesh HC.

M Justice Suresh Kumar Kait of
the Delhi HC has been appointed
Chief Justice of the Madhya
Pradesh HC.

M Justice Indra Prasanna
Mukerji of the Calcutta HC has
been appointed Chief Justice of
the Meghalaya HC.

M Justice Nitin Madhukar
Jamdar of the Bombay HC has
been appointed Chief Justice of
the KeralaHC.

M Acting Chief Justice Tashi
Rabstan of the J&K and Ladakh HC
has been appointed Chief Justice
of the same court.

M Justice Shriram Kalpathi
Rajendran of the Bombay HC has
been appointed Chief Justice of
the Madras HC.

W Himachal Pradesh HC Chief
JusticeM SRamachandraRaohas
been transferred as Jharkhand HC
Chief Justice.

The Supreme Court Collegium
forappointment of HCJudges had
firstrecommended these appoint-
ment, barring Justice Mukerji, on
July 11. As the recommendations
remained pending with the
Centre, the Collegium made some
changes and issued another reso-
lution on September 17.

In July, the Collegium -- com-
prising the CJl and two most sen-

Criassifieds

ior Judges of the Supreme Court
— had recommended the ap-

pointment of Justices Suresh |
Kumar Kait, G S Sandhawaliaand |
TashiRabstan as the ChiefJustices
- deputy chief ministers Nirmal
Madhya Pradesh and Meghalaya '
- SatSharma.

It changed this in September,
listing Justices Kait and Tashi |
Rabstan for the Madhya Pradesh
and J&K and Ladakh HCs respec-
tively, while pushing Justice |
Sandhawalia’s appointmentuntil |
after Justice Shakdher retires on |
October 18. Following Justice |
Shakdher's retirement, Justice '
Sandhawalia was recommended |
to take over as Himachal HC Chief |
Justice. In addition to these |
changes, Justice MuKkerji was
added tothelist, forappointment |
- hoping for a consolidation of

In its contempt petition, the |
Jharkhand government had said
its HC had been functioning with-
out a regular Chief Justice since
December 2023, with the excep-
tion of former Chief Justice BR |

of the HCs in J&K and Ladakh,

respectively.

as the Meghalaya HC Chief Justice.

Sarangi’s 15-day tenure in July --
the Centre cleared his appoint-
ment six months after the
Collegium’s recommendation.

In 2021, a Supreme Court
Bench led by then CJI S A Bobde
had set timelines for various
stages of the appointment process
for Judges. After a recommenda-
tionis sent, the Centre must either
make the appointment or return
the recommendation with spe-
cificreasons “immediately”, it had
said. If the Collegium “reiterates”
the same recommendation —
which the Centre is typically
bound to accept — the appoint-
ment should be made in three-
four weeks, it had said.

Since then, delays in appoint-
ments of Judges have been flagged
from time to time. In 2021, then
(JINVRamana mentioned pend-
ing recommendations in his
speech at the launch of the 'Pan
India Legal Awareness and
Outreach Campaign’ of the
National Legal Services Authority.

nership, will thank and acknowl-
edge President Biden for his
leadership towards deepening
bilateral ties.

This is the third US President
Modi has interacted with in office,
since he wonin 2014 — Presidents
Barack Obama and Donald Trump
being the other two.

The Modi-Biden bilateral will
be watched by many as the two
leaders take stock of the state of
the relationship that has faced
challenges in the last year over
the assassination plot of a pro-
Khalistan separatist figure in the
US. However, convergences far
outweigh the differences: the
strategic alignment has deep-
ened, there is a growing and
shared concern about an aggres-
sive Beijing, access to technology
and capital, and the USis emerg-
ing as the most favoured desti-
nation for Indian youth for edu-
cation, jobs and innovation.

Modi’s three-day visit is set
to encapsulate all these ele-
ments: bilateral (meetings with
Biden); multilateral (Quad lead-
ers’ summit); diaspora outreach
(event at Nassau County, Long
Island near New York City); and
a forum to discuss the ideas of
the future and the next genera-
tion (the Summit of the Future
atthe UN).

AsBiden signs off as President
inJanuary, the USis in the middle

of a closely contested election be-
tween VP Kamala Harris and for-
mer President Donald Trump.

Meetings with both Harris,
Democratic Presidential candi-
date,and Trump, the Republican
Presidential candidate are still
“work in progress” and a remote
possibility, given that both are
campaigning outside New York
and Delaware — the two places
where Modi is travelling.

When Biden entered the
White House, he looked to elevate
the Quad, which until then had
only met at the Foreign Minister-
level, to aleader-level partnership.
This summit is the fourth in-per-
son and sixth overall gathering of
the leaders since 2021.

A White House official said
the Quad summit in Delaware
will feature ambitious an-
nouncements in multiple areas
“in the areas in which the Quad
has grown and is used to work-
ing and where Indo-Pacific part-
ners prioritise the Quad's deliv-

”

ery.

“These include health secu-
rity, humanitarian and disaster
response, maritime security,
high-quality infrastructure, crit-
ical and emerging technologies,
climate and clean energy, and
cyber security,” said Mira Rapp-
Hooper, White House National
Security Council Senior Director
for East Asia and Oceania.

As part of the summit, the
leaders are also likely to an-
nounce new initiatives to bolster
maritime security in the region
— with enhanced coast guard

¢ BJP hopes for boost in Jammu

from the Kashmir Valley, too.

The BJP has taken the unprece-
dented step of denying tickets to
several of its senior leaders and ex-
legislators, including former

Singh and Kavinder Gupta besides

On the ground, issues like
pricerise and unemployment find
resonance among people, some
of whom also flag “lack of per-
formance” by several former BJP
MLAs, but the partyleaders claim
the situation is changing in their
favour with each passing day.

“Six months ago, we were not
ina position towin even ten seats.
But the situation is changing now.
Look at what is happening in the
Valley,” a district BJP president
says. He indicates that the BJP is

Hinduvotes inJammu in response
to the developments that have un-
folded in the Valley.

“Separatist elements like
Engineer Rashid and Jamaat-e-
Islami cannot be allowed to dic-
tate terms. [ think the people of
Jammuknow that,” he says. Butit
is a double-edged sword. “The
people of Jammu are closely
watching what is happening in
the Valley. Only the Congress-
National Conference (NC)alliance

canstop the Valley falling into the
hands of radical forces,” says a
Congress leader.

“Now Engineer Rashid, who
was injail, has fielded candidates
in Kashmir. The Jamaatis also said
to be contesting (several Valley
seats). What will happen to
Jammu if they all win their seats,”
says Rajat, a student in Doda.

Travelling across the Jammu
region — which will now send 43
MLAs (as compared to Kashmir's
47 legislators to the 90-member
J&IK Assembly following the 2022
delimitation) — you find one com-
monrefrain being made by many
people, which point to a deep
sense of suspicion towards politi-
cians from the Valley. Also, there
seems to be a widespread belief
that governments over the years
have focused all their attention on
Kashmir. But their views on the
way forward differ, polarised on
religious lines.

And at the heart of the pollsin
Jammu lies this divide. The polit-
ical developmentsin Kashmir are
keenly followed in the region and
could impactits voting pattern, at
leastin the Hindu-majority areas.

“Everybody 1is covering
Kashmir, the talk is only about
Kashmir. If you write about
Jammu, it will be beneficial for us,”

collaboration through the Pacific
and Indian oceans — and to im-
prove cooperation on humani-
tarian response missions.

The White House said the
leaders would also roll out an an-
nouncement related to Biden's
Cancer Moonshot Initiative, a
long-running passion project of
the president and his wife aimed
at reducing cancer deaths. The
Bidens' son, Beau, died in 2015 at
the age 46 of brain cancer.

After the Quad summit, Modi
will travel to New York for the
Indian diaspora event on
September 22. Modi said he was
eagerly looking forward to engag-
ing with the Indian diaspora and
important US business leaders.

On September 23, Modi will
address the Summit of the
Future at the UN headquartersin
New York. He returns on
September 24.

NSA Ajit Doval, usually part
of the official delegation, is not
accompanying the PM. Sources
said that the Jammu & Kashmir
elections and domestic commit-
ments have kept him back.
Incidentally, days ago, a US court
issued summons to NSA Doval,
among other top intelligence of-
ficials, after pro-Khalistan sepa-
ratist Gurupatwant Singh
Pannun filed a civil lawsuit seek-
ing damages for an alleged plot
to assassinate him in the US last
year. India has reacted sharply to
the charges, with Misri describ-
ing them as “completely unwar-
ranted and unsubstantiated im-
putations”.
says a Muslim student atjammu
University, who did not wanttobe
identified. His friend,an ABVP ac-
tivist, agrees, but points out that
his political affiliations are known.

And asis his party BJP'sline, his
focusis on how the state has ben-
efited because of abrogation of
Articles 370 and 35 A by the BJP-
ruled Centre in August 2019.

However, regardless of their
faith, students resent the scrap-
ping of the Durbar move (shifting
the seat of power to Jammu for six
months during winter and mov-
ing it back to Srinagar in summer
in the wake of the abrogation
move), arguing it has affected
business and trade. They also
agree that the return of democ-
racy to J&K following a long spell
of central rule isawelcome move.

But the youth are divided
when it comes to restoration of
statehood to J&K. “If statehood is
restored, politicians from Kashmir
will rule again,” says Komal, who
is doing her MA in English at
Jammu University. “Every scheme
of the central government is im-
plemented now in J&K. I hear
about a scheme... withinamonth
[ see people in Doda queuing up
toapply.” One hears similar views
in Kathua, Rajouri and Doda.

In the 2014 polls, the PDP got
28 seats., BJP 25, NC 15, and the
Congress 12 seats. The hung ver-
dict led to the PDP-BJP coalition.

¢ Sikh activists

Education Fund (SALDEF).

“Yesterday we had the
chance to thank senior federal
government officials for saving
the lives of Sikh Americans and
for vigilance in protecting our
community. We asked them to
do more, and we will hold them
to their assurances that they
will,” Pritpal Singh, founder of
the American Sikh Caucus
Committee, told PTI Friday. In a
social media post on X, Singh
wrote: “..We will hold them to
their assurances to do more to
safeguard our community.”

This is the first time the
National Security Council has held
ameeting with these Sikh activists
and separatists. The meeting was
initiated by the White House.

Congressman Adam Schiff
early this week introduced the
Transnational Repression
Reporting Act of 2024 which
would require the Attorney
General, in coordination with
otherrelevant federal agencies, to
report cases of transnational re-
pression against people in the US.

“Through this bill, Congress
sends a strong message to both
allies and adversaries that vio-
lating the constitutional rights of
Americans will not be tolerated,”
SALDEF said.

Earlier this week, Khalistani
separatist Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun filed a civil lawsuit
against the Government of India
and National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval after which the US
District Court for the Southern
District of New Yorkissued sum-
mons in the case. The lawsuit has
been also filed against Nikhil
Gupta, who has been charged by
federal prosecutors in an indict-
ment unsealed in November last
year with working with an
Indian government employee in
the foiled plot to kill Pannun. PTI

o EC

time, however, while announcing
the Haryana and Jammu and
Kashmir elections, the EC decided
not to schedule the Maharashtra
polls at the same time.

Polling in the three-phase
J&K elections started on
September 18, with the next two
phases scheduled for September
25 and October 1. Polling in
Haryana will be held on October
5. Votes will be counted in both
states on October 8.

Asked why the Maharashtra
elections had been decoupled
from the elections to the
Haryana Assembly, whose term
ends on November 3, the CEC
said the J&K elections had not
been a factor in previous election
cycles. The EC is holding
Assembly elections in J&K for the
first time in 10 years and, as per
a Supreme Court order, the polls
had to be conducted before
September 30.

e Kerala man in Norway ‘linked’ to pager blasts, family says no contact

suspicious about the family or the
man so far. Twin brothers Rinson
and Jinson and their sister have
been working abroad for the last
several years. But no sign of
wealth creationis seenaround the
family backin Kerala. Over the last
ten years, the brothers have only
bought asmall piece of land here,”
said the officer.

Jose’s family lives in
Mananthavady in Wayanad dis-
trict. Son of farmer-cum-tailor
Moothedath Jose and Gracy,
Rinson migrated to Norway 10
years ago along with Jinson.
Rinson attained Norwegian citi-

zenship a few years ago.

“Both brothers studied for
priesthood in Bengaluru for a few
years. After discontinuing the
seminary studies, they joined a
management course and attained
MBA from Bengaluru. Both are
hardworking. In the initial years,
after landing in Norway, they had
done several sundry jobs before
joining a firm. Last year, Jinson
moved to the UK for a better job,”
their uncle Thankachan told The
Indian Express.

He said Rinson had come
home in November lastyear along
with his wife, a nurse. “Four days

ago, he made a usual courtesy call
to his father, who is indisposed.
There was no mention of any
trouble.He normally shares every
development with his family.
After the news emerged, we tried
to contact him, but he has not re-
sponded. His brother has notbeen
able to get in touch with him ei-
ther. We are waiting to hear from
him,” he said.

According to Reuters, when
the news agency reached Jose
over the phone, he declined to
commenton the pagersand hung
up when asked about the
Bulgarian business.

His neighbours ina quiet sub-
urb of Oslo said they didn’t know
much about him, Reuters re-
ported. Amund Djuve, the CEO of
DN Media, where Jose currently
works, told Reuters he was aware
of thereports and had alerted the
police and security services. He
said that Jose was travelling to the
United States. “We are taking
these matters very seriously,”
Djuve said.

Oslo police said it had initiated
“preliminary enquiries”.Norway's
domesticintelligence agency, PST,
said it was aware of the situation
and declined to comment further.

e Hate-speech FIRs gather dust year after Maharashtra assured SC of action
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16 linked to SHS. Reason: each of
these “sensitive” cases is at various
stages of alaborious process to obtain
the state government's sanction for
prosecution. Eight of the 19 cases in-
volve MLAs or public figures.

Sanction is mandatory under the
sections invoked in these cases tofile
the chargesheet —153(A)and 295(A)
related to communal enmity and in-
sultin the IPC.

In the absence of a chargesheet,
the legal process, including action
against the accused or trial, is on
pause.

Apart from the 16 FIRs linked to
SHS rallies, the three FIRs awaiting
prosecution sanctioninclude tworeg-
istered on caste-related charges and
one for posting alleged derogatory
content against Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj on social media platforms.

Of the other six FIRs on the list of
25, sources said, chargesheets were
filed in three cases where sanction
was not required: two related to al-
leged comments against Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde and another
on damage to a Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mahargj statue.

Another FIR is related to a non-
cognizable (NC) crime in which a
chargesheetis notrequired tobefiled.
The contents of the remaining two
FIRs are not known.

Contacted by The Indian Express
for comment on these findings,
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister

WAITING FOR SANCTION

Illustrative examples from 19 FIRs

FEB 19,2023, LATUR:

TRaja Singh, BJP MLA from
Goshamahal in Telangana, for
alleged remarks against
minority community at SHS
rally. FIR filed Feb 27.

FEB 24, JALNA: Former VHP
international president Pravin
Togadia for allegedly
derogatory references to the
minorities. FIR registered on
April 24. Togadia also faces
another FIR linked to hate
speech atan SHS rally.

FEB 26, NAVI MUMBAI: Kajal

+ Shingala allegedly made

. derogatory remarks against

' minorities, including calls for
. an economic boycott. FIR was
. registered on April 24.

. FEB 27,SOLAPUR: FIR filed

. Feb 28 against Mohammad

+ Shaikh for an alleged

. derogatory post against

. Chhatrapati Shivaji.

. APRIL7, NANDED: Kalicharan
. Maharaj allegedly made

. derogatory remarks against

| minorities at an event linked to
. SHS.FIRregistered on April 11.

Devendra Fadnavis, who holds the
Home portfolio in the BJP-Sena-NCP
government, said, “We will take de-
cisions in accordance with the law.”

Asenior officer from Maharashtra
police said there was no pendency at
theirlevel and that if the required doc-
uments are not attached while send-
ing proposals for prosecution sanc-
tion, they are pointed out to the officer
concerned. Of the 19 cases, four FIRs
are still at the level of vetting by sen-
ior officers, the officers said.

The Indian Express contacted the
investigating officers separately after

RTI records revealed that overall in
2023, only 18 FIRs related to hate
speech were sent for prosecution
sanction to the state governmentand
justonein 2024 sofar.

Of these, RTI records show, only
one proposal for sanction related to
SHS rallies is with the Home
Department -- from Kranti Nagar sta-
tion in Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar.

Asked about this discrepancy be-
tween RTIrecords and the investigat-
ing officers' assertions that they had
sent proposals for prosecution sanc-
tionin 19 cases, a senior Home official

attributed this to the “bureaucratic
process”. The procedure for prosecu-
tion sanction in sensitive cases can
take six-eight months from the reg-
istration of FIR, the official said.

According to the official, senior po-
lice officers vet these proposals while
ensuring that the required paperwork
is in place, and a committee goes
through each complaint. If the com-
mittee is convinced that an offenceis
made out, the complaintis forwarded
tothe Home department for approval.
After the final green light is received
from the government, a chargesheet
is filed and the case goes to trial.

“Inseveral cases, police officersdo
not attach the proper documents so
we have to send them back. In one
case, for instance, we received an ap-
plication for prosecution sanction for
anFIRregisteredin 2014,” said the of-
ficial from the Home department.

In cases of communal hate
speech, the FIRs include section 153
(A) (promoting enmity between dif-
ferent groups on grounds of religion,
race, place of birth, residence, lan-
guage, etc) and 295 (A) (deliberate
and malicious acts intended to out-
rage religious feelings of any class by
insulting its religion or religious be-
liefs) under the IPC.

According to Section 196 of the
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC), the
police have to seek permission from
the Home Department before they
can file a chargesheet in such sensi-

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

e Manipur faultlines

While the CM has not com-
mented on the issue publicly,
since September 11, when vio-
lence flared again in the state and
11 people were killed within the
span of a week, both the govern-
ment and Meitei protesters have
reignited the demand.

On September 2, MLA and the
CM’s son-in-law, R K Imo Singh,
wrote to Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, appealing that central
forces be removed from the state
and the leadership of the Unified
Command be transferred to the
CM. Ruling party MLAs led by the
CM also met the Governor on
September 8, and it is learnt that
this was one of the matters raised
there too.

However, security officials
said the issue is politically moti-
vated. “This demand, and even
the protests which took place (by
the Meitei community, against
central forces) are all diversion-
ary in nature. This is raked up
every time there is even a mur-
mur that the state might see a
change in political leadership.
Why were all education institu-
tions in the state closed to coin-
cide with the protests? The po-
lice had not recommended that
internet services be snapped on
September 10, but the Home
Departmentissued a notification
forit,” said a top security official,
suggesting that the protesters are
being propped up by the govern-
ment.

A ‘leaked’ report

The official also referred toan
intelligence report that had been
“leaked”, days after Jiribam dis-
trict saw violence in June.

The communication - sent to
the Manipur Director General of
Police, the Security Advisor and
the Chief Secretary - asked that
areport be submitted explaining
how violence in the district had
flared on June 6. It referred to an
alert sent by the CMO five
months earlier, in January, to the
DGP and the Security Advisor on
reports of movement of “about
200 Kuki-Zo militants from
Churachandpur to areas border-
ing Jiribam”, and requesting that
security measures be taken to

e PMML

Aruna Asaf Ali, Vijaya Laxmi
Pandit and Babu Jagjivan Ram.

“lam writing toyou as a dedi-
cated member of the Prime
Ministers’ Museum and Library
Society,” Kadri says in the letter.
“My academic journey has deeply
intertwined with the history of
the Indian National Congress
(1885-1947), and I hold a pro-
found interestin various factsand
records pertaining to its history,
particularly in Gujarat,” he says,
adding that even as “Gandhiji's
writings are meticulously docu-
mented. .. unfortunately, Patel did
not maintain such comprehensive
records prior to independence.”

Kadri's PhD thesis in 1997 fo-
cussed on Mahatma Gandhi,
Vallabhbhai Patel and Gujarat's
political history. “As a historian, I
am keenly interested in tracking
his (Patel’s) contributions,” he says
inthe letter.

Jawaharlal Nehru and his fa-
ther, Motilal Nehru, left behind
significant records of their contri-
butions, which were preserved at
the NMML, notes the letter,
adding that their immense con-
tributions to nation-building ne-
cessitate thorough scientific study;,
for which access to the complete
records is essential.

“Uponrecentinquiry,Iwasin-
formed that most of these records

tive cases. BothIPCand CrPCwerere-
placed by Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), 2023, and Bhartiya Nagrik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, re-
spectively, thisyear-- 153 (A)IPCwas
replaced by 196 BNS and 295 (A) by
298 BNS. But thereisnochangeinthe
requirement for prosecution sanction
on these charges.

The Maharashtra government's
submission in the Supreme Court in
April lastyear was related toa petition
filed in February 2023 by Kerala-
based multimedia journalist Shaheen
Abdullah seeking directions tobaran
SHS rally to be held in Mumbai citing
alleged hate speeches at an earlier
event conducted by the outfit.

The Supreme Court directed the
state toensure that hate speechis not
delivered and an offence be registered
in case of violation.

One month later, Abdullah ap-
proached the Supreme Court again
through a contempt petition alleging
that the government was not taking
action and provided a list of 16 in-
stances of alleged hate speech. It was
in response to this plea that the
Maharashtra government, while
denying the allegations, submitted
the list of 25 FIRs.

SHSis anumbrella organisation of
pro-Hindutva outfits such as Hindu
Janajagruti Samiti, Shiv Pratishthan
and Sanatan Sanstha. It has been ac-
tively organising rallies in
Maharashtra since November 2022.

“prevent any untoward incident”.

Referring to this report, the of-
ficial said, “That enabled them
(the government) to push all re-
sponsibility to the officers. But
there are hundreds of intelli-
gence inputs that are received,
and this had been sentin January
after which there were five
months of peace.”

Another intelligence input
from the Chief Minister’s Office
to the DGP, Security Advisor,
Chief Secretary and Home
Commissioner emerged this
week, which stated that “over
900 Kuki militants, newly trained
in the use of drone-based bombs,
projectiles, missiles and jungle
warfare, have entered Manipur
from Myanmar”.

This time, the security estab-
lishment was quick to respond,
with Kuldiep Singh addressing
the press in Imphal just days later.
In his first press conference in
months, he spoke about security
measures taken since the recent
violence, and said that security
agencies have been put on high
alert in the hill districts border-
ing Myanmar following the in-
put.

The contentious pick

Kuldiep Singh entered the
fray as the CM'’s Security Advisor
soon after ethnic violence first
broke out in May last year, when
the then DGP, P Doungel, was
sidelined. Then, after Union
Home Minister Ami Shah visited
the state later that month, 1993
batch Tripura cadre IPS officer
Rajiv Singh was appointed the
new DGP, despite the presence of
more senior IPS officers in the
Manipur cadre.

Shah had then announced
the creation of the Unified
Command and appointed
Kuldiep Singh asits head, instead
of the Chief Minister, who is a
Meitei and is blamed by the Kuki-
Zomi community for the vio-
lence.

According to the order dated
May 31,2023, the Chief Minister
may call for meetings of the
Unified Command if necessary.
According toa security official, he
has not called any so far this year.

are housed at the Prime Ministers'
Museum and Library. It was also
conveyed tome that some records
were taken by your (Sonia
Gandhi’s) office, as you were the
family's representative and
donor,” Kadri says in the letter.

“I am confident that this was
donein good faith to protect these
invaluable documents... it is cru-
cial that these records remain ac-
cessible to ensure comprehensive
understanding of our nation's his-
tory... You will agree that Pandit
Nehru deserves unbiased re-
search of his contributions, free
fromany "political influence',” says
the letter, seeking “permission to
access these records”.

The letter suggests access
through scanning of the docu-
ments. It also suggests that Sonia
could provide copies of the docu-
ments to PMML, while retaining
the originals with her.

Seeking Sonia's cooperationin
the matter, he says his “sole pur-
poseis to study Mahatma Gandhi,
Nehru and Patel in a true scientific
historical perspective”.

The Nehru papers were do-
nated after 1971 by Indira Gandhi
and later by Sonia Gandhi. At the
AGM of the PMML in February,
chaired by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, a large part of the
discussion centred on Nehru's pri-
vate papersin PMML's collection,
of which 51 boxes were taken
back by Sonia in May 2008.

e Kidnap victim

“During the final hearing, I
provided a first-hand account of
the kidnapping, including the de-
tailed roles of each dacoit,” says
Harsh.

He says his kidnappers took
him to the Chambal ravines,
which run through Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh. Meanwhile, the police
identified and arrested two of the
accused with the help of surveil-
lance and inputs from local intel-
ligence. “The dacoits took me to
several locations along the border
before moving me to MP.Over the
course of three weeks, I learnt the
names and aliases of every gang
member. They slapped me once,
when I insisted on being sent
home,” Harsh recounts.

The Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh Police intensi-
fied their search operation after
receiving a tip-off that the dacoits
were hiding in Shivpuri district
of Madhya Pradesh. On March 6,
2007, while attempting to move
Harsh from Shivpuri to another
location on a motorcycle, two of
the accused spotted a police
team checking vehicles. They
abandoned the boy and fled.

Harsh was rescued by police.
On March 7, 2007, he was re-
united with his family. Between
2007 and 2008, all 14 accused
linked to the case were arrested.
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ATISHITAKES OATH WITH 5 MINISTERS

‘Now, residents of Delhi have to ensure

Warns of
disruption to
services if
Kejriwal doesn’t
return as CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 21

FOUR DAYS after Arvind Kejriwal
resigned as the chief minister,
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
Atishi was sworn in as the new
CM of Delhi at Raj Niwas on
Saturday. Along with her, five
Cabinet ministers — Kailash
Gehlot, Saurabh Bharadwaj, Gopal
Rai, Imran Hussain and Mukesh
Ahlawat — also took oath.

While Gehlot, Bharadwaj, Rai
and Hussain are returning mem-
bers to the Cabinet, Ahlawat, the
Sultanpur Majra MLA, is a new
addition. He replaces Raj Kumar
Anand, who left AAP to join the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) before
the recent Lok Sabha elections.

Atishistill holds all 13 depart-
ments that she had earlier, which
includes the public works depart-
ment, power, education, water
and finance, among others.
Ahlawat, meanwhile, has been
given SC ST welfare and labour
portfolios,among others.

While Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj has been allocated so-
cial welfare and cooperative/co-
operation as additional depart-
ments, he now holds on to eight
portfolios, including his previous
portfolios like health and urban

Rape charges
framed against
self-styled
godman

Daati Maharaj

Daati
Maharaj

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 21

A DELHI court Friday framed
charges of rape, unnatural of-
fences and criminal intimidation
against "godman" Daati Maharaj
and his two brothers in a six-year
old complaint filed by his disciple.

The court, meanwhile, dis-
charged Anil, another brother of
Daati, in the case and posted the
matter for submitting evidence
for the prosecution on October 18.

Charges were framed against
the three accused under sections
376 (rape), 377 (unnatural of-
fences), and 506 (criminal intim-
idation) of the IPC.

The case pertains toan FIR reg-
istered at the Fatehpur Beri Police
station on June 11,2018 based on
acomplaint filed by a25-year-old
woman disciple of Daati for al-
legedly raping her at his Ashram
in Fatehpur Beri on January 9,
2016. Police questioned Daati on
June 22,2018.

Eventually, the case was trans-
ferred to the crime branch that
filed its charge sheet on October 1,
2018. Two days later, the Delhi
High Court pulled up the police for
carrying out a probe that "cast a
shadow ontheinvestigation™ and
noted that the police failed to ar-
rest the accused.

The court also transferred the
matter to the CBI. On October 26
the same year, the CBI registered
an FIR against Daati and his three

brothers.
o B

Atishi and the five ministers at Raj Bhavan on Saturday. P11

ATISHI

Public Works Department,
Power, Education, Higher
Education, Training &
Technical Education,
Public Relations
Department, Revenue,
Finance, Planning,
Services, Vigilance, Water,
Law, Justice and Legislative
Affairs, and all other
portfolios not specifically
allocated to any minister

THE NEW CABINET

SAURABH BHARADWA]
Urban Development,
Irrigation and Flood
Control, Health, Industries,
Art, Culture & Language,
Tourism, Social Welfare,
Cooperative

GOPALRAI
Development, General
Administration,
Environment, Forest and
Wildlife

KAILASH GAHLOT
Transport, Administrative
Reforms, Information &
Technology, Home, Women
and Child Development

IMRAN HUSSAIN
Food & Supply, Election

MUKESH AHLAWAT
Gurudwara Elections, SC &
ST, Land & Building,
Labour, Employment

development.

Before taking oath, Atishi and
her team of five visited Kejriwal
at the CM's official residence. At
4.30 pm, a formal ceremony was
held in the presence of Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena, marking
the transition of power. After the
swearing-in, Atishi was seen
touching Kejriwal's feet to receive
his blessings.

In her first address after tak-
ing oath, Atishi said itwas a “very
emotional moment” for AAP
leaders. “I would like to thank
Delhi’s son, the mostloved CMin
the history of Delhi, the leader of
AAP, my elder brother and politi-
cal guru Arvind Kejriwalji for en-
trusting me to take care of Delhi’s
residents. Although I have taken
oath as the CM of Delhi, this is a

very emotional moment because
Arvind Kejriwal is no longer the
chief minister of Delhi. Arvind
Kejriwal understood the pain of
the common people, the poor
people living in Delhi, understood
their daily struggle. He under-
stood how difficult it is for com-
mon families to run their house-
hold,” she said.

She urged the people of Delhi

Woman gets stuck on flyover pillar
in Noida for 35 minutes, rescued

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, SEPTEMBER 21

AWOMAN got stuck for 35 min-
utes on a pillar, where she fell af-
ter she lost control of her scooty
on a flyover and hit a divider in
Noida's Sector 20, on Saturday.

Two persons who went
down to help the woman also
got stuck. All three were finally
rescued by the police and fire
bridge personnel.

The incident took place
around 12.45 pm when the
woman, along with a friend, was
travelling from Sector 18 to
Ghaziabad.

Additional Commissioner of
Police Manish Kumar Mishra
said, "When they reached the el-
evated bridge near Mangal mar-

Efforts underway to rescue the woman at the flyover. Express

ket in Sector 18, a WagonR car
took a right turn after giving an
indicator. The woman lost her
balance and the scooty hit the
median. The woman fell on the
pillar and got stuck," he said.
Two people went down to

BIKER DEAD IN GURGAON ACCIDENT

Driver fails to present licence,
booked under Motor Vehicles Act

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, SEPTEMBER 21

ALMOST A week after a 22-year-
old was mowed down by a car
that was on the wrong side of
Gurgaon’s Golf Course Road, the
police have added charges under
the Motor Vehicles Act (MVA)
against the accused, Kuldeep
Kumar Thakur, following his fail-
ure to present his driver’s licence.

“The deadline to submit the
licence was on Friday, and he has
failed to present it. We have
added Section 181 of the Motor
Vehicles Actin the case. Sinceitis
also a bailable offence, we will
submit the charge sheet in the
court, as per the procedure,” said
Assistant Sub-Inspector and
Gurgaon Police spokesperson

Screengrab
from a video of
the incident,
(left) Kuldeep
Kumar Thakur

Sandeep. According to the sec-
tion, a person driving without a
licence can be punished with up
to three months imprisonment
or a fine of Rs 500 or both.

The 25-year-old accused,
who hails from Bihar's

help the woman but they also
got stuck there, the police said.

“We have taken the car into
custody... The woman is
stressed about the accident... we
will talk to her after she is bet-
ter," Mishra said.

Madhubani and runs a political
marketing media firm, could not
present his driver’s licence on the
day of the accident after which
the police sent him a notice.

The car, a Mahindra XUV
EXD, which collided with victim
Akshat Garg's bike on
September 15 was purchased in
July and had two pending chal-
lans, as per its registration
details.

It had sported a sticker of
Gaurav Gautam, the BJP candi-
date from Palwal.

Meanwhile, a biker com-
munity group Akshat was a
part of has called for a protest
ride on September 29 from
Delhi’s Dhaula Kuan till the ac-
cident spot near DLF Phase 2
metro station to demand bet-
ter road safety.

epaper.indianexpress:com .- .

Kejriwal gets to sit on CM’s seat again’

L-G VK Saxena and Atishi during her swearing-in ceremony

on Saturday. ANI

to support Kejriwal’s return,
warning of potential disruptions
to essential services if he does not
come back to power. “Now, the
residents of Delhi have to ensure
that Arvind Kejriwal gets to siton
the CM's seat once again. The 2
crore voters have to ensure that
he sits on the chief minister's seat,
else the BJP would stop providing
you free electricity, mohalla clin-
ics will not work, the education
system would become cripple
and bus tickets would not be free
forwomen.”

Atishi said that AAP has only
one objective in the upcoming
elections — to make Kejriwal the
CM again. She added that any
other CM would have sat on the
chief minister's chair after receiv-
ing a positive judgment from
court but for Kejriwal, it was not
enough.

She went on to criticise the
BJP’s alleged interference in
Delhi’s governance over the last

5 minors held
after teen dies,
another hurt
after stabbing in
Sangam Vihar

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

FIVE JUVENILES, all below 17
years, were detained after aminor
from a rival gang was allegedly
stabbed to death in Delhi's Sang-
am Vihar Friday, the police said.
The deceased, a murder accused
who was aged 17, was released
from an observation home only
10days ago, they added.

A16-year-old boy was also al-
legedly attacked and sustained
stabinjuries. "Police received a call
around 6:30 pm saying a minor
was stabbed in K2, Sangam Vihar.
When the police arrived, a boy
was found dead with stabinjuries
inthe back, while another boy;, 16,
was found with injuries due to
stabbing,"a police official said.

"They (the victims) were part
of a gang run by a local criminal
named Islam,” DCP (Crime)
Rakesh Pawaria said Saturday.

The minors were accused of a
boy’s murder in March and were
sent to observation homes aftera
case was registered at Tigri police
station. "The boys were accused
of murder of a juvenile from a ri-
val gang, led by Hari Kishan, who
is in jail for (another) murder,”
Pawaria added.

The five boys detained were
friends of the murdered boy and
planned to attack the two minors
after their release from the obser-
vation homes. "On Friday, near
Sunday Bazaar Road, an alterca-
tion happened between the vic-
tims and the accused. One group
consisted of five to six juveniles,
while the other had four to five
minors,all armed with knives. The
deceased was stabbed 12 times
and died on the spot," a police of-
ficial said. All five accused were
detained the same day, he added.

two years. “In the last one-and-a-
half years since the BJP started
planning and plotting against us, it
has left no stone unturned to cre-
ate trouble in Delhi's governance,
due towhich people are also both-
ered. They stopped medical tests
being conducted at government
hospitals, they stopped the cor-
rection of water bills, the sanita-
tion system has become crippled
because of them...”

“..Iknow that the BJP will con-
spire against the people of Delhi
through its L-G sahab.1 know that
itwill try to stop the Delhi govern-
ment’s works and welfare
schemes, but for the next few
months, as long as [ have this re-
sponsibility, I will try to protect
the people of Delhi and run the
government under the guidance
of Arvind Kejriwal...Iwant to as-
sure the people of Delhi that
Arvind Kejriwal is out of jail now;
we will not let any conspiracy of
BJP succeed,” she added.

L-G V K Saxena with Arvind Kejriwal on Saturday. P11

‘Unsuccessful as
minister, no
expectation’: BJP,
Congress on Atishi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

SOON AFTER Atishi took over as
the chief minister of Delhi on
Saturday, the BJP and Congress
targeted her over her perform-
ance as a minister.

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva, while extending best
wishes to her, alleged that Atishi
had been “unsuccessful as a
minister” and the people of Delhi
had no expectations from her
government. “With Atishi be-
coming CM, only the face has
changed, not the character of the
government. Since the govern-
ment remains the same, corrup-
tion, irresponsibility and chaos
will persist,” he alleged.

Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav, meanwhile, ac-
cused Atishi of having failed to
address the problems of Delhiin
the last one-and-a-half years as
a minister holding 13 vital
portfolios. “Kejriwal destroyed

@ | ﬁ. 1:.

Virendra Sachdeva and
Devender Yadav

Delhi in every possible manner
inthelast 10 years, and it is futile
to expect his successor to do any
better, as her performance as a
minister has been below par,” he
alleged. Atishi, Yadav alleged,
had “washed her hands off”
when the Capital got water-
logged, resulting in deaths due
to drowning and electrocution.

“Atishi has inherited Kejriwal’s
legacy of corruption, mismanage-
ment and incompetence, and
even residents of her own
Assembly constituency, Kalkaji,
are skeptical about her perform-
ing any better in the next few
months,” he added.
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Centre for Cultural Resources and Training |

(An Autonomous body under Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India)
15-A, Sector-07, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075

Advt. No.: CCRT/11011/07/2024/04

Mission Mode Recruitment: Group - "B & C" posts in CCRT

Applications are invited for the following Group "B & C'' posts on Direct Recruitment basis in Centre
for Cultural Resources and Training, New Delhi. The vacancy details are as under:

SI. No. Name of the Post Group | No. of Post

Post Reserved

Level

1. |Accounts Officer B 04 UR-03, OBC-01 Pay Level - 7
2. |Administrative Officer B 01 UR-01 Pay Level - 7
3. |Copy Editor (English-1, Hindi-1) B 02 UR-01, OBC-01 Pay Level - 7
4. |Video Editor B 01 UR-01 Pay Level - 7
5. |Documentation Assistant B 01 UR-01 Pay Level - 6
6. |*Craft Instructor & Co-ordinator B 02 UR-01, OBC-01 Pay Level - 6
7. |Hindi Translator B 01 UR-01 Pay Level - 6
8. |Accounts Clerk € 02 UR-02 Pay Level - 4
9. |Lower Division Clerk C 06 UR-03, OBC-01, SC-01, EWS-01| Pay Level - 2
10. |Data Entry Operator C 02 UR-01, OBC-01 Pay Level - 2

CBC 09127/12/0007/2425

*Anticipated vacancy w.e.f. 01 October, 2024.
® The detailed advertisement, prescribed Application Format and General Instructions are available
in the CCRT website https://ccrtindia.gov.in/.
® The closing date for receipt of the application is 28.10.2024 and late received application will not
be entertained after the closing date.

Dy. Director (Administration)

CCRT, New Delhi
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A HARDLOOK oo
In critical condition
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The rape and murder of a resident doctor at R G Kar Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata has put the spotlight on the lack of security that
women medical professionals face at government hospitals. ANONNA DUTT and ANKITA UPADHYAY visit three government hospitals in Delhi.
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GURU TEG BAHADUR HOSPITAL & DRHEDGEWAR AAROGYA SANSTHAN

Lack of guards, common duty rooms,
crumbling infra & sexual harassment

PREAD ACROSS three intercon-
nected buildings, at the govern-
ment-run Guru Teg Bahadur (GTB)
Hospital in East Delhi, a youth (18),
barged inside award and shot dead a patient
(32), on July 14. As the doctor on duty and
attendants watched in horror, the teenager
escaped via the hospital’s multiple entry and
exit points, some of which are not manned.

From the rape and murder of a junior
doctor in Kolkata’s R G Kar Medical College
and Hospital on August 9 to healthcare
providers at another Delhi hospital report-
edly being attacked by a patient’s attendant
on August 24 — security for healthcare
providers at government hospitals has been
found wanting,

A recent visit by the The Indian Express
to the GTB Hospital and Dr Hedgewar
Aarogya Sansthan in Shahdara revealed a
grim reality.

From crumbling buildings, guards rush-
ing from one section to the other to manage
crowds to women doctors facing sexual ha-
rassment and common doctors’ duty rooms
whose toilets many women residents refuse
to use — the conditions at these tertiary-care
hospitals were found severely lacking.
Ironically, smaller secondary care hospitals
had better security measures in place, pro-
portionate to the number of people who
visit these institutes.

Despite several attempts, Medical
Superintendent Dr Ashmita Rathore, re-
sponsible for both the hospitals, could not
be contacted for acomment.

Outdated infrastructure

Located in Dilshad Garden, nearly 7,000
patients visit the out-patient department at
the GTB Hospital each day, making it one of
the busiest hospitals in the Capital.

A recent visit by The Indian Express re-
vealed the absence of security guards at
some of the hospital’s multiple entry and
exit points — which proved to be key in the
escape of the teenager who allegedly shot
dead a patientinJuly. “All the hospital gates
are jammed and cannot be quickly closed in
case of an emergency (like a kidnapping,
shooting, etc),” says a resident doctor.

Resident doctors say patients cram into
the old consultation rooms, about 5x5 feet in
size, which are neither properly ventilated
nor air-conditioned. “Patients are always
crowding the rooms and there aren’t
enough guards around. If we leave our bags
in these rooms, it's common for our wallets
or phones to go missing,” says a female res-
ident doctor.

Her colleague adds, “At times, patients
touch us inappropriately. Some have even
touched my thighs and back to show me
where they are hurting. One patient showed
me his nudes under the guise of showing
me his X-rays on his phone.”

The guards are always busy controlling
the crowds at the hospital’s various clinics
and are unable to respond to such daily oc-
currences, say the two resident doctors.

When it comes to doctors’ duty rooms
(spaces that can be used by them to rest dur-
ing their 36-hour shifts), the Supreme Court
had it right when it said that “separate duty
rooms for male and female medical profes-
sionals are conspicuous by their absence”.

None of the 10 departments visited by
The Indian Express had separate duty rooms
for male and female doctors. In fact, the main
emergency room did not have a doctors’
duty room atall. Doctors on duty at the main
emergency room say they donot sleep atall
during their 36-hour shifts and go to other
departments to use the washrooms.

In the absence of dedicated duty rooms,
some women residents have taken to sleep-
ing on patient beds that are separated by just
ascreen. “I have notbeen able to sleepin the
hospital since I heard about the Kolkata in-
cident. It is not as if people cannot just walk
into these rooms. In fact, they usually do
that,” says a female resident, pointing out
that their duty roomis in the middle of a cor-

None of the 10 departments
had separate duty rooms
for male and female doctors.
Doctors on duty at the
main emergency room say
they do not sleep at all
during their 36-hour shifts
and go to other departments
to use the washrooms.

ridor where makeshift patient beds were
added from an under-maintenance ward.

The first resident recounted, “There was
anincident in the gynaecology department
recently, where the broken glass on the door
of the doctor’s duty room was patched up
with cardboard. A doctor was sleeping there
at night, when a patient’s relative removed
the cardboard to open the door that was
locked from inside and entered the room.”

The doctor’s duty room at the hospital’s
emergency medicine department resem-
bles a repurposed counter, where all open-
ings in the glass are covered with cardboard,
providing flimsy security at best.

The 10 doctors’ duty rooms The Indian
Expressvisited were small, crammed witha
fewbeds, a table and a broken old locker cab-
inet. Some of the rooms did not even have a
washroom. While there are CCTV cameras in
common areas and corridors, a survey by
the residents last month revealed that many

were non-functional.

However, for most residents, the walk at
night between buildings or to the hostel is
the “worst”. “Though the hospital largely
empties out at dusk, outsiders come inside
to sleep on the benches and the low walls
along the paths, besides the drunk people
insome stairwells at times. We have to walk
past all of them alone to get to another area
in the hospital so we can check on our pa-
tients,” says the first resident.

The lack of proper waiting spaces for pa-
tients’ attendants — the open spaces beside
the main corridors that connect the build-
ings are meant to be waiting areas — means
that they end up sleeping in the empty out-
patient areas. The “designated” waiting area
is uncovered, leaving families at the mercy of
the elements, besides the stench from the
drains.

Lack of resources, manpower

At Dr Hedgewar Aarogya Sansthan, a
200-bed secondary care hospital in
Shahdara, the entrances and exits are much
better guarded than those at GTB Hospital.
The Sansthan has just three main entrances,
besides a few smaller ones thatlead to open
spaces serving as waiting areas. More im-
portantly, there is a police room right out-
side the emergency department entrance,
which helps cut down response time in case
of violence.

Though posters on ‘stop violence against
doctors’ adorn the main OPD area, a resident
doctor and another hospital personnel were
beaten by a patient’s attendants days after
the 11-day national strike of doctors was
called off. “The patients are frustrated. Since
many medicines and tests are unavailable
at the hospital, we ask them to get them
from outside. They come to a government
hospital because they have no money, as-
suming that they will get treated for free,”
says a resident doctor, adding that some-
thing as routine as saline drips are unavail-
able at times.

Another resident doctor points out that
many guards at the hospital are quite aged.
“When incidents of violence do happen, they
are not always the most effective at stopping
them. At times, we have to protect them.”

Just like GTB Hospital, the only duty
room here, which is near the emergency de-
partment, is not segregated.

“There are six beds here for all residents,
who are on duty from different depart-
ments. The worst part, however, are the
washrooms, which are located in the corri-
dors of the emergency and OPD areas where
patients queue up. When the clinics open,
we have to cut through crowds of patients
to access these washrooms,” says the first
resident, adding that there are fewer in-
stances of violence at the hospital since it
gets fewer people unlike GTB.

(Clockwise from top) Dark spots and a broken washroom inside Hindu Rao
Hospital campus; a duty room at GTB Hospital. Abhinav Saha & Anonna Dutt

epaper.indianexpress:com .. -

HINDU RAO HOSPITAL

‘Many dark
Spots, very
risky to even
g0 to the
washroom’

T IS 10 pm and the medicine ward of
I NDMC-run Hindu Rao Hospital in central

Delhi is overflowing with over 70 patients
and their attendants.

A woman resident doctor is informed by
a patient that her husband is outside the
ward, drinking. The resident doctor calls se-
curity guards, telling them to remove the
man.

Thisis not the first time that she has done
something like this. Like most government
hospitals, security for medical professionals
at Hindu Rao Hospital, too, has been found
wanting at times.

The resident doctor, whose shift started
at4 pmand will end next morning at 9 am, is
exhausted. “Sometimes the ward sees more
than 100 patients between 8 pm and 9 am.
There is only one doctor,” she says.

Meanwhile, the inebriated man, whom
the guards are looking for, has shifted to a
“dark corner” of the building and cannot be
found. As per the resident doctor, this a regu-
lar occurrence. “There are many dark spots
here and it is very risky to even go to the
washroom...,” she says.

She adds that male attendants who come
to the hospital with patients are either hun-
gover or drunk. “They stare at us and pass
comments when we are on night shift.”

Weak security

Itis 12 am and there is no security guard
around, as the resident doctor wants to take
a break from work.

As she walks outside the ward while on
callwith her mother, she says that most of the
guards are old and fall asleep by 12 am. “They
are mostly more than 50 or 55 years of old
and have not been trained to provide secu-
rity. How can they protect us?” she asks.

She adds that one of her former colleagues
had left the hospital because of recurrent
night shifts, which resulting in her falling sick,
and also the poor security network.

When contacted, the former colleague
says she was posted at the hospital's e-san-
jeevani OPD. “The area of e-sanjeevani OPD
where [ worked was not safe. People came
there ininebriated condition and sat with the
ward boys. There is no security..,” she adds.

Unruly attendants

Last year, a woman doctor at Hindu Rao
Hospital was slapped by a patient’s attendant
without any apparent justification. “We filed
a complaint with the medical superinten-
dent, took out a candlelight march but they
went scot free,” says the resident doctor.

“Last month only, we had informed a fam-
ily of a patient that chances of her survival are
bleak. When she passed away at 2 am, the en-
raged attendants started breaking everything,
including the suction machine and other
equipment. The security guards tried to stop
them but the attendants misbehaved with
the nursing staff,” she adds.

The fear of being assaulted is a constant,
the resident doctor says. “We, the women res-
ident doctors, keep each other informed of
where we are. We also inform our colleagues
and friends about the routes we are taking
even within the campus.”

She adds that the parents of one of her col-
leagues wait at the parking lot of the hospital
every night she is on night shift.

An intern working at the hospital says
once a patient’s attendant followed her back
home. “My colleagues told me to shift to a
friend's house,” she adds.

Poor infrastructure

The resident doctor says most of the times
she has to use the washroom, she goes to her
hostel. “The washroom here is in a very bad
condition. To use the washroom, we either
have to go to other departments or to my hos-
tel room,” she says as she takes a poorly lit
road to reach her hostel. “If  have to go to my
hostel room or other departments, I have to
take a long stretch that is completely dark...
feel very unsafe,” she adds.

The duty room, too, where doctors take
rest, have only one washroom, which both
men and women share. Also, there is no air
conditioner.

Officialspeak

Medical Superintendent Dr Anand
Narnolia says that as per Directorate General
of Health Services guidelines, work is going
on to revamp security across the campus.

“As per Supreme Court guidelines, guards
have been deputed and escorts are being
provided to resident doctors within the cam-
pus... At the dark spots, we have got tube-
lights installed... | myself have visited the
campus at 2 am... we are ensuring more vig-
ilance,” he adds.
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BEARING IN mind its environ-
mental sensitivity, the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) has or-
dered to classify Nainital town
on the lines of a prohibited, reg-
ulated and development zone.
It directed the Uttarakhand
government to evolve a mecha-
nism for monitoring these zones
by forming multi-district com-
mittees of officials, experts and
local representatives from differ-
ent fields. A bench of Justice
Sudhir Agarwal and expert mem-
ber Afroz Ahmad, from the prin-
cipal bench, passed the order on
September 9, in a case relating to
large-scale and unauthorised tree
cutting in forest areas adjacent to
Nainital in the last few years,
whichitwas alleged caused dam-
age to forest areas and affected
recharging of Naini Lake.

“..We are of view that based
oncarrying capacity and environ-
mental sensitivity, Nainital town
may be classified in various
zones... development or prohib-
ited zone, regulated zone with
rider based on existing environ-

UTTARAKHAND: LARGE-SCALE UNAUTHORISED FELLING OF TREES

NGT orders classification of Nainital town

into prohibited, regulated, development zones
State chief secy told to submit compliance reportbyDec 15 H(C ‘concerned’ as Naini

lake water quality dips

mental conditions,” it stated.

The NGT enlarged the scope of
the case and with the help of the
amicus curiae, advocate Akash
Vashishtha, examined other im-
portant environmental issues af-
fecting the town. It directed the
state government to implement
catchment area treatment plans
for rehabilitation of several natu-
ral lakes which attract tourism to
Nainital from around the country.

The bench noted that
Nainital in Kumaon division is a
major tourist attraction due to
several lakes and they create a
beautiful landscape. “We are of
the view, that foremost impor-
tance should be attached to re-
habilitation of these lakes by im-
plementing engineering and
ecological measures vis-a-vis
catchment area treatment by de-
partments concerned in consul-
tation of experts in the field and
this aspect may also be looked
into by the State of
Uttarakhand,” the order said.

This comes at a time when
Nainital Lake or Naini Lake has
been under threat of drying up
due to climate change-linked en-
vironmental factors, unchecked
developmentactivities suchasen-

croachments and tree felling in
the lake’s catchment area. The
NGT directed the state chief sec-
retary to ensure compliance of its
orders via relevant departments
and asked it to submit a compli-
ance report by December 15.

Earlier, the bench had formed
a joint panel to look into illegal
tree felling. The panel had found
five cases of illegal felling of 44
trees. Inits order, it noted impor-
tant findings and recommenda-
tions made by the amicus curiae.
The amicus had submitted to the
NGT that instances of environ-
mentally damaging activities on
the hill slopes and around the
lake areas were underway.

The amicus curiae’s report
also pointed out mushrooming of
a large number of hotels and re-
sorts inahaphazard way which, it
said, has taken a toll on the plan-
ning, regulation, sewage manage-
ment and waste management. “It
is submitted that contrary to the
stated figure of 148 hotels,
Nainital has 600-700 hotels/ re-
sorts/ guest houses/ homestays,
etc.,” said the NGT order, quoting
the report of the amicus.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

BAcKk To WORK

Junior doctors resume services partially at the RG Kar Hospital in Kolkata on Saturday after
over 40 days of protests over the August 9 rape and murder case. Express

‘Protecting what JNU
stands for will be true
tribute to Yechury’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE SKILLS that Sitaram Yechury
learnt in his student days at the
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)
were put togood use by himas he
emerged as a national leader and
arelentless fighter for democracy,
secularismand federalism, former
CPI(M) general secretary Prakash
Karat said on Saturday.

At a condolence meeting in
New Delhi, Karat said the real trib-
ute to Yechury’s memory would
be “to defend and protect” what
the JNU stands for and lamented
that efforts are being made to “un-
dermine and destroy the ]NU that
we had all worked” to create.

“Sitaram, as the General
Secretary of our party, the
CPI(M), has, in the last one
decade, been arelentless fighter
for democracy, secularism and
federalism, and was playing a
key role,importantrole, in gath-
ering all the secular democratic
forces to see that the widest and
broadest resistance is put up to
this Hindutva, authoritarian,
communal regime,” Karat said.

Govt plans ‘non-skippable’
anti-tobacco ads on OTT

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21
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Former CPI(M) general
secretary Prakash Karat. File

“And I think, therefore, what
began in JNU for Sitaram was in
fact a continuity,” he added.

“Fifty years later, the
Marxism he learnt in JNU, the
skills he learnt as a political ac-
tivist in JNU, that was put to very
good use by him when he
emerged as an important na-
tional political leader,” he said.

Karat further said: “When we
took Sitaram on his last journey,
we also took him to JNU on the
13th of September... had mixed
feelings when the students and
teachers of ]NU were paying
homage to him.”

“On the one hand, I was filled
with happiness and admiration
because that fighting spiritin JNU,
I'saw, still continues,” he said.

Veteran CPI(M)
leader Lawrence
dies at 95

Kochi: Veteran CPI(M) leader M
M Lawrence, who was among
the leaders involved in the attack
on a police station at Edappally
in Kochi during the Communist
uprising in Kerala in 1950, died
on Saturday, party sources said.

He was 95. Lawrence died at
a private hospital, where he had
been receiving treatment for
age-related ailments for about a
month. Lawrence’s body will be
kept at his residence, the CPI(M)
Ernakulam district committee
office, and the town hall on
Monday for the public to pay
their last respects. The body will
be later handed over to the
Government Medical College
Hospital, Ernakulam, the CPI(M)
said in a statement.

Aformer Lok Sabha member
representing the Idukki seat,
Lawrence served in various ca-
pacities, including as a member
of the CPI(M) Central Committee,
amember of the state secretariat,
state general secretary of CITU,
and convener of the Left
Democratic Front (LDF).

Born on June 15, 1929, in
Mulavukad near Ernakulam,
Lawrence participated in the
struggle for the country's inde-
pendence. Lawrence joined the
Communist Party in 1946. PTI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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TAKING COGNISANCE of the de-
grading water quality of Naini
Lake, the Uttarakhand High Court
has expressed concern over re-
ports that the water of the lake is
causing chronic health problems
for the locals, including children.
The HC noted that people are
reportedly losing their kidneys
due todrinking the water from the
lake, and asked how to solve the
issues. It has directed the respon-
dents of the case to consult the Jal
Sansthan or the Pey JalNigamand
file a counter affidavit. The HC di-
rected the Uttarakhand Pollution
Control Board to consult and pro-
vide solutions to the problem.
The bench of ChiefJustice Ritu
Bahri and Justice Alok Kumar
Verma was hearing the plea of a
hotel that was directed by the NGT
to pay Rs 1.82 lakh as environ-
mental compensation. The appel-
lant claimed that the water from
his hotel was not going to the lake,

but itis directly going to the sew-
erage line of the municipality.
“The otherissue, which the re-
spondents will consult with the
Jal Sansthan or the Pey Jal Nigam,
is that the water of Nainital lake is
so harsh that it is causing chronic
(health) problems even to the chil-
dren and people are losing their
kidneys and what is the solution
tothese problems,” it said, adding
that the counsel of the respondent
seeks time for a counter affidavit.
The court appointed advocate
Pradeep Lohani as amicus curiae
in the matter and directed him to
assist the court on the chronic
problems suffered by the resi-
dents of Nainital district because
of the harsh water of the lake.
Listing the case for December,
the court granted relief to hote-
liers who were penalised for al-
legedly releasing untreated
wastewater into Naini lake and di-
rected them to pay 10 per cent of
the original penalty assessed be-
fore the Registry of the court. The
Naini Lake serves as the key source
of drinking water for the residents.

No mistake on his part:

Pinarayi backs Secy as
MLA sticks to his stand

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 21

KERALA CHIEF Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Saturday gave a clean
chit to his Political Secretary and
party colleague P Sasi who has
been in the eye of a storm un-
leashed by CPI(M)-backed inde-
pendent legislator PV Anvar.
Vijayantold the media: “Sasi’s
functioning as political secretary
is exemplary. He is a member of
CPI(M) state panel. There was no
mistake on his part. The allega-
tions are rejected with contempt
and do not deserve any exam. Sasi
is not there to act upon all the
complaints from Anvar or others.
Actions will be taken only as per
law. He (Anvar) may be speaking
out against Sasi because of his
grudge towards him.” Over the
last month, Anvar had been rais-
ing serious allegations against the
Home Department under Vijayan.
The two-time legislator had
described Sasi as a “total failure”
and dubbed him as a “confidant
who lands the CM in trouble”.
Anvar had alsoalleged that ADGP
(law and order) M R Ajith Kumar
had connived with the RSS to spoil

AR

MLA Anvar
lacks ‘Left
culture’:
KeralaCM

this year’s Thrissur Pooram, even-
tually contributing to BJP win in
the Lok Sabha polls from Thrissur.
Anvar’s allegation triggered a
revolt within the ruling LDF with
prominent ally CPI questioning
Kumar’s meeting with RSS na-
tional leaders. Indicating that nei-
ther the party nor the government
is backing the “one-manrevolt” of
the CPI(M)-backed independent
MILA, Vijayan said if Anvar had any
complaint against the ADGP, the
ruling MLA should have brought
itto the notice of the party and the
government. “Instead, he took the
allegations to the media. Anvar
lacks ‘Left culture’ and he is a per-
son who came from Congress...”
Hours after Vijayan'’s press
conference, Anvar raised more al-
legations against Sasi and the
ADGP, and said: “I'm not going to
speak against the CM. I will con-
tinue my fight within the party as
long as I can. If they dont want
me, then I will have my way...”

Alok Ranjan new

NCRB chief, Amit
Garg to head
police academy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE APPOINTMENTS Committee
of the Union Cabinet on Saturday
approved appointment of senior
IPS officers Alok Ranjan and Amit
Garg as chiefs of the National
Crime Records Bureau(NCRB)the
and Hyderabad-based Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel National Police
Academy (SVPNPA), respectively.

“Ranjan, a 1991-batch IPS of-
ficer of Madhya Pradesh cadre,
hasbeen appointed as the NCRB
Director for a tenure up to his su-
perannuation on June 30, 2026.
He succeeds his service, batch-
mate Vivek Gogia, who has been
repatriated to the Arunachal
Pradesh-Goa-Mizoram and
Union Territory (AGMUT) cadre,”
according to the official order.

Garg, a 1993-batch IPS officer
of Andhra Pradesh cadre, has
been appointed as the Director,
SVPNPA, for a term up to his re-
tirement on October 31, 2027,
the order said.
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Chayan Bhavan, Pusa Campus,
New Delhi-110012

I1I11T Bhubaneswar

Imagine. Innovate. Inspire.
(A University established by the Government of Odisha)

No.: IIT-Bh/Cont. Faculty/2024 Date :- 20.09.2024

RECRUITMENT OF VISITING FACULTY

IIT Bhubaneswar is an ambitious initiative of the
Government of Odisha to establish a next Generation
Institute of Technology and has been conferred
University status.

Applications are invited for recruitment of Visiting
Faculty (Professor / Associate Professor / Assistant
Professor) position.

For further details, please visit: www.iiit-bh.ac.in/jobs.
* lgnore if already applied. DIRECTOR

AT : Gothapatna, PO : Malipada, Bhubaneswar - 751003,
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File No. 10(03)/2024-Rectt.|
NOTICE

ASRB invites online applications for filling up 04
(Four) Research Management Positions (RMP) to
be filled up on tenure basis for a period of five
years at Research Institutes of ICAR. Candidates
are required to apply online using the application
form link available on the website:
http://www.asrb.org.in only. No other mode of
filling of application is allowed.

The closing date and time for submission of online
application form for all the positions shall be
22.10.2024 (05.00PM).

Detailed Advertisement for these positions
regarding the posts/pay scale/pay level and
eligibility conditions may be accessed and
downloaded from the website of the Board
www.asrb.org.in

CBC 01307/12/0003/2425

SECRETARY

Odisha, India, Web : www.ilit-bh.ac.in

sb AP sfsAT

Bank of India

POSSESSION NOTICE (For Stock/ Movable property)

VWhemas,

MSME-TOOL ROOM. HYDERABAD

(CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF TOOL DESIGN)
|4 Gevernment af Indla Seciety, Ministry of MSME)

Balanagar %" Roads, Hyderabad-500037 (TS) INDIA.

WALK-IN-ADMISSION IN TO MASTER OF

ENGINEERING (M.E.) COURSES-2024

IN COLLABORATION WITH
The University College of Engmeering [Autonomous), a premier Insfitufion of the
Osmania University, Hyderabad (NAAC A+ Grade)

SF. T T 5 4
it Eligibility for Admission

1. |M.E. Tool Design B.E. / B. Tech. in Mechanical/Producton’
Mechalronics or eguivalent. Minimum of

Age |Duration of |

Course Details Study |

METD .

i | 55% marks in the qualifying examination| 45 | 2Years |

5 WE B.E. ! B. Tech in MechanicalECE/EEE/ | Years|(4 Semester}

| Mechatronics | EIEMechatranics fAutomobile / I
IMEM) Aaronaulical Engineering or aquivalant,

Minirmum of 55% of marks in tha
qualkying exarmination,

Wednesday, 25th September, 2024
~ Regisiration Time 09: 30 am. to10:30 a.m
= Mode of section First cum first serve basis

Further details can be obiained from prospecius avalabla on Instibute wabgita
wwnw. citdindia.org’ under the link "M.E. Admissions-2024".

Contact Details: Admission Desk at Diploma Block, Phone No. 3502405170,
040-29561795, E-Mail:- trainingi@citdindia.org Sd/-
Website: www.citdindia.org PRINCIPAL DIRECTOR

~ Data

ZONAL OFFICE, PATNA ZONE

15t Floor, Chanakya Place, R-Block, Patna-800001
{Tel. D612-2506639/2506932)

APPENDIX IV, Rule &(1)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Motice is hereby given on behal of my client
M5 Graima Mik and Foods Producs Limited
CIM Mo UM5203MP2005PLCOZZTEY havng
ragistared office Althird floor, Shree Kalyan
Towar, Mear Basanl Cinema, Thathipur,
Gwalior, (M, PRA74005 through itz Director
Uperdar Kumar. My client &5 the lawful cwner
and in tha possession of the property, land and
buikiing parl and parlial as descnbed in he
suhedute of property heraln betow (hereinafter
collectively Referred fo. As “schediled
Property”) -2nd has decided o sell the
seheduled Properiy. {Which s approwed by
general body mealing of sharaholders o tha
gararal puthic)
If Anmy Person/s, Enfity, Fiom, Enstitution
{corporata or olhepwise) having any claimis ar
any nghl, bbe, inferast pending lhigaban ar
damand of any nalune in or upan the schadubad
property or any part ereaf or sgainst is caner
as mentionsd, the same may be brought fo the
notice. of the undersigned in writing topether
with afl detads of the righl. Ble. inlarest, claem,
parding liigaton or damand. made logathar
with supparting doclements within saven (7)
days fram the date of tis notice, failing which it
zhall ba presumed that the fille of my ciend 1o
{he schedule prapesty 15 clear, markatabds and
frae [rom ancumbrancels of any kind
‘shaksaavar and no olhar persen has-anmy nght,
title: or inesest of any nature whatsoewver in the
scheduled property or any. pard thereof or
agansd my diend. Claims or alleged inferssd, i
any, which ara not received wilthin saven {7)
days from the date af publication of fis notaca o
ik undersigned offce shall be desmad o have
been waived and disregarded for 28 infends and
CLMMa5as
Schedule of Praperty
Allthat piece and parcel of iand bearing Al Khasm
Mo, BARIZAZ Area 1643 Sqmirs, 288 Area 3919
Sopritr, 287 Araa 4046 Sqmir, 642268 brea 1330
Somilr, 644815 Araa 632 Bqmir, 325 Area 1923
somir, 328 Area 1561 Sqmir, 329 Ares 521
sgmir, 283 Area 2402 Sqmir, 734 Arep 4552
Sopriir, 285 Araa BUT Sqmir, G177289 Area 1263
Somilr, 230 Araa BST Somir, Total Khasra 13 tatal
Approximate land area s 25405 Sgmirs
indusirial converted land aleng with” siructure
siandng & along with dairy plant end mechinery
saatated Al Vpo- Edalpur, GT Road, MH 3,
Cestnct-Dholpur Raasthan 3280010, Sk
For Vivek Singh, (Advocate|
Dated : 21.08.2074 Rajasthan High Court
Flace | Japur  A-B90, Vickyut Nagar, Jaiour- 302021
{Rag | Mg, 2928141580
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FAX (0) - 07752-224200, PHONE (0)-07752-230030.
Website: www.cimsbilaspur.ac.in email-deancims @ gmail.com
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Professor Associate Asst. Senior Resident Medical Resident
Professor Professor Officer
Cardiology-1 (UR)' Cardiology-1 (UR) ' Cardiology-2 Cardiology-5 (UR-2, |8 (UR-3, ST-3, 'Pathology -5
Cardiothoracic Cardiothoracic (UR- 1. ST-1) ST-2. OBC - 1) SC-1, OBC-1) |Biochemistry - 3
Vascular Surgery- 1| Vascular Surgery- 1 Cardiothoracic Cardiothoracic Microbiology - 5
(UR) (UR-1) Vascular Surgery - 1 Vascular Surgery - 5 Radiology - 3
Neurosurgery - 1 Neurosurgery 2 (ST-1) (UR-2, ST-2, OBC - 1) Blood Bank - 4
(UR-1) (UR-1, ST-1) Neurosurgery 1 (ST- 1)| Neurosurgery - 5 (UR- {(UR-6, ST-9
Urology - 1 (UR) | Urology - 2 (UR-1,| Urology - 1 (ST-1) 2,ST-2, OBC - 1) (2F). SC-3 (IF),
Neurology-1 (UR) ST-1) Neurology 1) 1 (ST- | Urology - 5 (UR-2. ST- OBC-2)
Nephrology 1 (UR)| Neurology -2 | Nephrology - 2 (UR-1, 2, OBC-1)
(UR- 1. ST-1) ST-1) Neurology 5 (UR-2,
Nephrology - 2 | Aneasthesia - 6 (UR 1. ST-2, OBC - 1)
(UR-1, ST-1) ST-3.SC - 1. Nephrology 5 (UR-2,
OBC- 1) ST-2, OBC - 1)
Ancasthesia - 10
(UR -4(1F), ST-3.
SC-1,0BC -2)
Salary Rs. Salary Rs. 1 Salary Rs. 1.50,000/- Salary Salary "Salary
3.00.000/- 2,50.000/- (50.000+1,00,000) Rs. 1,25.000/- Rs. 60,000/~ |Rs. 60,000/-
(90.000+2.10,000) | (80,000+1,70.000) | (40,000+85,000) (30,000+30,000) |(30,000+30,000)

foremagR, fediss 19/09/2024
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ool s -2 Canara Bank
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Halalpur Madar Branch

receipt of the said notice,

following date.

[Rule 8 (1)] POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property) [Section 13 (4)]

Whereas : The undersigned being the Authorsad Officer of the Canara Bank under Securiisation And
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Securnity Interest Act, 2002 (Act 54 of 2002)(hereinafter
referrad to as " the Act") and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 (12) reac with Rule 3 of tha
Security Interest {Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued a Demand Notice on below mentioned date calling upon the
following borrower to repay the below mentioned amount in the notice 1o rapay within 60 days from the date of

The borrowers having failed 1o repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in
general, that the undersigned has taken possession of the properly descnibed herein below in exercise of
powars conferred on him / her under section 13 {4 ) of the said Act, read with Rule B & 9 of the said Rules, 2002 on

The borrower in particular and tha public in general are hereby cautionad not 1o deal with the property and

The Undersigned being the Authonzed Officer of the BANK OF INDIA, Patna Zone under the Secuntisation and Reconstruction of |
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Acl, 2002 and in exercisa of powears conferred under Section 13(12) read
with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002 issued a demand notice as detailed in the table hereunder written

any dealings with the property will be subject io the charge of the Canara Bank for below mentioned amount
The borrower's atlention s invited to provisions of saction 13 (8) of the Acl, In respect of ima available, to
redeem the secured assels.

THE UNION Health Ministry has proposed a non-skip-
pable health spot of not less than 30 seconds and an au-

dio-visual disclaimer of not below 20 seconds on ill-ef- || calling upon the below mentioned borrowers to repay the amount shown in the respective notices mentioned against their names in ¢ Date of Demand

fects of tobacco to be displayed on OTT platformsassoon | | the table, within 60days from the date of receipt of the said notice. B"“““ & m"ﬁ::;m T Description of the Immovable Property
as one starts streaming them. Any content released on | The borrowers/guarantors mentioned befow having failed to repay the amount shown in the respective notices issued ws 13(2) ; Posssasion

the platforms on or after September 1, 2023, that shows within the stipulated time, notice is hereby given to the aforementioned borrowers/guarantors and the public in general that the | | Sh. Deepak Kumar S'o|l pz.o7.2024 | ORS No.-3461 dated 08.06.2007

Upendra Singh & Sh.
gpendsra Singh Sio 1=Sri Rs.

irja singh (hereinafter "
referred to as "Borrower™ e i
), Sh. Deepak Kumar| Pplusint. &
Sio Upendra Singh &| other charges
=h. Upendra Singh

| undersigned has taken physical pessession of the propertyfies (Secured Assets) described in the table given below in exarcise of |
powers conferred on me under Sub section of (4) of Section 13 of the said Act red with rule 8 of the said rules on 19.09.2024
mentioned against the respective properdy.
The aforesaid borrowers/iguarantors in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the propertyfies
mentioned in the table hereunder written and any dealings with the said property/ies will be subject to the charge of the BANK OF
INDIA for the amount shown in the respective column of the table and table and interest thereon,

All the piece and parcel of land and building sifuated at Khata No.
175, Khesra No. - 428, Mauza - Kuari Khurd, Rev Thana Na. 123,
Anchal - Hajipur, Sub Division offica and district sub registry office
- Hajipur, Dist-Vaishali, Bihar Area - 05 Decimal Equivalent to
2183.80 sq ft. Boundary:- North- Nawal Singh South - Road
East - Rambabu Singh West - Braj Kishor Singh

tobacco use has to carry a prominent static message at
the screen’s bottom for the duration tobacco use is shown.

The draft notification of the Ministry also states that all
films released on or after September 1, 2023 — whether
or not certified by the Central Board of Film Certification,

whether Indian or foreign — will have to display an anti- || The borrewer’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (B) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, toredeemthe  |S/o Sri Girja Singh| -5 g 224 | Title Holder - Sri Upendra Singh Sio Late Sn Ginja Singh &

tobacco health spot of 30 seconds duration in the begin- | | secured assets, (Guarantor / Mortgagor) Sri Deepak Kumar /o Sri Upendra Singh

ning and the middle of the film, have an audio-visual dis- i . |  Date of M/s Anjali Motors, Prop. ; All that piece and parce! of the property bearing khata No. 731,

clai%ner of 20 seconds before the film and display a static EH:rT:wfr " E!;:: ﬁl::rltt?cafui Tsr{'gr : LIS Ox EYE PRI 5 P;'fﬁzftg" Sri Ashok Kumar 29.05-2029 khesara No, 4697 situated at Mohalla - Hilalpur Madarpur, Rev.

message for the duration tobacco use is shown. The draft — 1 - T F.“EE m"‘aﬂar_rerg"feﬂﬁx Rs. Thana No.- 237, Halka No.- 05, Anchal - Hajipur, Sub-Division

allows the platforms to modify only the content released ;ﬂh hlla ngalam (i) Rajendra Nagar Enlcr_nr Branch | Description of the movable Property: Hypothecation| o o snsy i OIToWer é : r e 43,74,000/- |office and district sub registry office- Hajipur. Dist.- Vaishali
rop.: Mrs. Indu | (ii) Demand Notice Date : 10.06.2024 of Stock situated at M/s Mangalam, Shop No. B2, Jyoti umal B L3818 blusiInt. & |Area- 06 Decimal Equivalentto 2620.68 sq ft. Boundary:- North-

or published after the new rules came into effect last year.
This was one of the major concerns of the OTT platforms.

With the rules formulated under the Cigarettes and
Other Tobacco Products Act, legal action can be taken
against OTT platforms for not complying.

Shri Jagdev Singh &
amt. Reana Kumari
Wio Srl Ashok Kumar
|Guarantor ! Mortgagor)

Kumarl T 8,27,819.00 and interest thereon,  Tower, New Dak Banglow Road, Patna-800001,

* With further interest at applicable rate till repayment.

Place: Patna Authorized Officer
| Date: 19.09.2024 Bank of India

Indradev Singh and Other South - Ashok Kumar East - Mahendra
Singh & Vishwanath Singh & others West - Gramin Road.
Title Holder - Sri Ashok Kumar, /o Late Sri Jagdev Singh

Authorised Officer [Canara Bank)

other charges

20.09.2024

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .
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SYEDMOHAMMADALTAF
BUKHARL 55,Apni Party

chief, Channapora candidate
andrichest in the fray

TOTALASSETS

116541 CR (2024
{84 .97 CR (2019)

Movable assets ¥101.68 cr

Immovable assets363.73 cr
Liabilities None
Criminal cases None
Education Bachelor of
Agriculture Science,
Kashmir University

MUSHTAQGUROO,49, NC's

Channapora candidate and
fourthrichestin the fray

TOTALASSETS

194.22 CR (2024)

Movableassets T6.37cr
Immovable assetsT87.87cr
Liabilities 370.67 L
Criminal cases None
Education Diploma,
Institute of Mechanical
Engineers, Mumbai

BUDGAM FIGHT

VARINDERBHATIA
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 21

THREE MONTHS after veteran
Haryana leader Kiran Choudhry
snapped her four-decade-long as-
sociation with the Congress and
joined the BJP, the latter seems to
be now aiming to get another
Congress veteran into its fold.

Citing senior Congress leader
and Dalit face Kumari Selja’s “ab-
sence” from the Congress cam-
paign for the October 5 polls in
Haryana, senior state BJP leaders
have been hitting out at the grand
old party over “disrespect” meted
out to Selja.

On Saturday, Union minister
and former chief minister
Manohar Lal Khattar even invited
Selja, the AICC general secretary
and Sirsa MP, to join the BJP.

Selja’s absence from key
Congress events and her “silence”
have triggered speculation about
her next move. Selja’s last cam-
paign event was on September 11
in support of Shalley Chaudhary;,
the Congress’s candidate in the
Naraingarh Assembly seat, and
Shamsher Singh Gogi, the party’s
Assandh nominee.

Selja has stayed putat herres-
idence in Delhi over the last 10
days, meeting her supporters and
party workers there. But, as cam-
paigning for the Haryana poll
peaks, her absence has been con-
spicuous - she is yet to campaign
even for her close aidesin the fray.

On September 18, when the
Congress released its manifesto
for the Haryana polls at the AICC
headquarters in Delhi, Selja was

A DIVIDED HOUSE

"Sulking’ Selja’s absence from Cong
Haryana campaign sparks BJP buzz

Selja “upset” over Bhupinder Hooda’s ‘hold’; BJP invites her to cross sides

”

Selja has stayed at her residence in Delhi over the last 10 days, meeting supporters there. Facebook

not present at the event. Sources
said she was asked to attend the
function by way of a “routine call”
made from the AICCheadquarters
and that no senior leader invited
her to the event formally.

Onher absence from the cam-
paign, Selja said, “We shall discuss
when the time comes. I am in
Delhi and I am meeting my sup-
porters.” Her close aids told The
Indian Express that Selja is ex-
pected to be back in Haryana for
campaigning next week.

At a rally in Gharaunda on
Friday, Khattar said, “There is so
much infighting there (in the
Congress).. Thereis our Dalit sister
(Selja)sitting at home. A large sec-

Apni Party candidate against Omar

withdraws, PDP

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21

THE PEOPLES Democratic Party
(PDP) on Saturday accused the
National Conference (NC) of “col-
luding with BJP and its proxies”.

The statement came after af-
ter J&IK Apni Party (JKAP)'s chief
spokesperson Muntazir
Mohiudin withdrew his nomi-
nation from the Budgam
Assembly seat.

“His (Omar's) is a strong voice
and if people of Budgam are for-
tunate, their issues can be re-
solved through him”.

Mohiudin added that at a ti
me when “everything has been
snatched away from Kashmiris,
a strong voice is needed to rep-
resent people.”

He said he withdrew his can-
didature to prevent a split of
votesin the constituency so that
the people get a chance to
choose their “favoured leader”.

The Altaf Bukhari-led JKAP
issued a show cause notice to
Mohiudin Saturday. “JKAP has
urged Muntazir to clarify his re-
marks before the party leader-
ship within 48 hours, failing

ARUNSHARMA

JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 21
INTOHIS third termas BJP Jammu
and Kashmir president and seek-
ing a second term as MILA,
Ravinder Raina made newsin the
last Assembly for one, taking oath
in the name of “Mata Vaishno
Devi”, and second, for assaulting
then PDP MLA Engineer Abdul
Rashid in the Assembly for al-
legedly hosting abeef party at the
MLA hostel in 2015.

This time, the Nowshera can-
didate of the BJP stands out foran-
other reason. In his election affi-
davit,Raina has declared Rs 1,000
cashinhand as his only asset, with
no otherimmoveable or movable

Apni Party candidate
Muntazir Mohiudin called
Omar a “strong voice”. PTI

which a disciplinary action will
be initiated against him,” the
party said.

However, the PDP raised
questions over the development,
hitting out at both the NC and
the JKAP.

PDP spokesperson Mohit
Bhan said, “Mohiuddin has em-
phasised that Kashmir needs a
powerful voice in the political
arena, and he believes that Omar
Abdullahis the best candidate to
provide such leadership.” Bhan
said further that the “decision s

¢
sees nex
G

us’ with BJP

seen as a strategic effort to en-
hance Abdullah's prospects in a
key constituency.”

Bhan called for transparency
from the NC, urging its Srinagar
MP Aga Ruhullah Mehdi, who
has earlier represented the
Budgam constituency, to clarify
his stand on this issue.

“Mohiudin has been a key
worker of the Apni Party. He has
extended his support to Omar
Abdullah. On the home turf of
their sitting MP (Aga), they (NC)
have aligned with the BJP's B
team (Apni Party) and BJPitself,”
Bhan alleged, adding:"They
should explain this and give the
people a clear answer.”

He also claimed that the
“barter deal is that in return, the
NC is supporting the JKAP in
Chhanapora where its president
Altaf Bukhari is contesting. Till
now the NC (leadership) has not
done any rallies in the area to
support their candidate.”

The NC has not commented
on the row so far.

The JKAP, which is said to be
close to the BJP, has fielded Qazi
Mubisher Farooq in the
Ganderbal seat, Omar’s home
turf and second seat.

tion of people are today thinking
about what they should do. Many
people were upset with them and
we brought them into the BJP. We
are ready with an offer and if she
(Selja) comes, we are ready to in-
duct her.” While speaking to the
media after the rally, Khattar
added, “It is a world of possibili-
ties... Everything will be known
when the right time comes.”
Taking a dig at state Congress
stalwart and Leader of the
Opposition(LoP)in the Assembly,
Bhupinder Hooda, Khattar said,
“There is a fight between the fa-
ther and son, too. The father
(Bhupinder Hooda) says he will
become the CM, while son

IMAGE OF THE

- -

(Rohtak MP Deepender) says he
shall be the next CM. There are
several others too who are desir-
ing to be the CM (within the
Congress ranks).”

Seljais known to be a key bete
noire of Bhupinder Hooda. Union
minister Arjun Meghwal was also
among the BJP leaders who at-
tacked the Congress. “Itis the tra-
dition of the Congress to disre-
spect Dalits. The manner in which
Bhupinder Hooda’s supporters
disrespected Selja, Haryana will
never forget it,” he said Saturday.

Last week, a supporter of the
Congress’s Narnaund candidate
Jassi Petwar, who is considered
close to Deepender, had made

DAY

casteist remarks against Selja,
which wentviral onsocial media.
The incident prompted the
Haryana Congress leadership, in-
cluding Bhupinder Hooda, to is-
sue a strong condemnation.

On social media, too, Selja has
been virtually silent. While a
photo of her with the Lok Sabha
Leader of the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi remains her “pinned post”
on X, she has only made six posts
on the social media platform over
the week.

Ina poston Saturday, she con-
demned the alleged firing at the
Congress Kalka candidate Pradeep
Chaudhary’s cavalcade. She also
posted about the Congress’s seven
manifesto  guarantees on
Wednesday, and condemned the
attack on Dalit families in Biharon
Thursday.

Congress sources said that
Selja has been “upset” over the
party highcommand’s decision to
give ex-CM Hooda a free hand in
the distribution of tickets. The
party has reportedly named 72
candidates of Hooda’s choice out
of 90 seats.

Seljaand another AICC general
secretary Randeep Surjewala,
known critics of Hooda and his
son, had conveyed their choices of
candidates to the party leadership.
But, the party leadership chose to
go with Hooda’s picks.

Selja’s absence from the cam-
paign has also set off worry.

“Selja is a senior leader and
holds good command over many
SC seats. If she is upset, the high
command should take note and
bring her back to the campaign,” a
senior Congress leader said.

SHOULDER TO THE WHEEL: Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann at a roadshow in
support of Aam Aadmi Party ‘s Rewari candidate Satish Yadav on Saturday. P11

FORMORELOGONTO
INDIANEXPRESS.COM/ELECTIONS

A

®HARYANA MATH

SINCE 2019 LOK
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BASE INSC SEATS

Will MLA’s ED
arrest make a
dent in Sonipat?
Cong hopes not

LALMANIVERMA
SONIPAT,SEPTEMBER 21

With Congress Sonipat candidate
Surender Panwar lodged injail in
a money laundering and illegal
mining case, his daughter-in-law
Samiksha Panwar has been lead-
ing his campaign for the forth-
coming Haryana Assembly polls.

Panwar, the sitting Sonipat
MLA, is up against BJP candidate
Nikhil Madaan, who is a mayor
looking to make his debut as an
MLA. Madaan was with the
Congressand joined the BJPin July
this year, a few days before the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)ar-
rested Panwarina case of alleged
money laundering and illegal
mining in Haryana and Rajasthan.

Panwar first came under the
ED’s radar in January when his
premises were raided as partofan
investigationintoillegal mining in
Haryana. While Panwar’s father
Dilip Singh Pawar, wife Sunita, son
Lalit are also canvassing for him,
it is his daughter-in-law
Samiksha, 33, whohasbeenatthe
centre of the campaign. In her
public rallies and door-to-door
meetings, Samiksha has been ap-
pealing to voters to ensure “jus-
tice” for her father-in-law.

In one such roadside meeting
in Sonipat’s Dev Nagar area on
Thursday, Samiksha appealed:
“Aaj ek beti ko maidan me koodna
padhanyay ki ladai ladne ke liye (a
daughter has today entered the
battle for justice). This is not any
BJP versus Congress fight... This
isabattle forjustice. In this battle,
I am reaching out to your people
from the past two months and I
am sure that Sonipat people will
support the truth and justice on
October 5 (polling day)... I have
come here with great hopes.”

Samiksha, an engineering
graduate, also assured the gather-
ing that her father-in-law will be-
come a minister if he and the
Congress win the elections on
October 8.

A party leader on stage
claimed Panwar was implicated
in a false case and called Panwar
a “shareef(decent)” person.

Asked about the significance
of this election, Samiksha com-
pares it to an “examination”.

Sonipat is part of the broad
Congress belt in Haryana that
comprises the Sonipat, Rohtak,
Jhajjar,and Nuh districts.

In the 2019 Assembly polls,
Panwar won Sonipat by polling
59.51%votes. The B]JP’s KavitaJain
came second with 34.88% votes.

VOTE SHARE
IN%
HARYANA

Sonipat————— ¢
2019

Cong . 59.51
BJP . 3488
2014

BJP g 45.8
Cong . 2500

In the 2014 Assembly polls, Jain
won the seat by getting 45.80%
votes, while the Congress's Dev
Raj Diwan got 25% votes. Panwar
was at the time with the Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) and
polled 24% of the votes.

On the ground, voters have
mixed views about Panwar’s ar-
rest and its impact on the
Congress in the seat.

Virendra Hudda, 56, said that
“if the ED has arrested Panwar in
jail, there would be some evi-
denceagainsthim".“ldonot have
sympathy inmy mind for the peo-
ple named in corruption cases,”
he added.

On the other hand, Rajinder
Singh, a Congress supporter, said,
“I have been a supporter of the
Congress since the beginning... |
vote for the Congress, not the can-
didate,” Singh said, while noting
itis going to be a close battle be-
tween the BJP and Congress.

In his campaigns, Madaan has
been talking of Panwar’s arrest
and accusing him of not doing
much for the seat. Madaan said at
a meeting Thursday: “If the pub-
lic votes because candidates get
emotional, everyone would get
votes. But votes are not obtained
on emotions.”

Sonipat BJP district general
secretary Navin Mangla said at the
meeting that Madaan had organ-
ised various programmes dedi-
cated to Lord Ram and organised
bhandare (community feasts) in
Sonipaton January 22 at the time
of the Ram temple consecration.

"That day brother (Madaan)
held programmes for Ramji... He
joined the BJP after taking bless-
ings of Lord Ram.”

While the fight appears to be
between the Congressand the BJP,
other prominent candidates are
the INLD’s Sardharam Singh and
the Aazad Samaj Party
(Kanshiram)'s Rajesh.

With Rs 1,000 in assets, BJP J&K chief among ‘poorest’ in fray

Ravinder Raina’s family says he donates his earnings to the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine. As many as six candidates in J&K race have declared zero assets

asset - making him among the
poorest candidates in the
Assembly poll fray.

Raina has, in fact, registered a
declinein assets from 2014, when
he first won Nowshera that is lo-
cated in the Rajouri border district.
At the time, he had declared Rs
20,000 as cash in hand and Rs
1,000in his bank savings account.
Then too, he had declared no im-
moveable properties or liabilities.

As many as six candidates in
J&K race - five of them
Independents - have declared
zero assets, including Vishal
Kumar, Bishnah; Asif D M, Jammu
East; Raj Kumar Lalotra, Jammu
West; Shahid Hussain Mir,
Handwara; and Zahid Mushtaq
Sheikh, Handwara. As per the

Association for Democratic
Reforms, the non-Independent
poorest candidate is the PDP’s
Kathua nominee Sudesh Kumar.

Another Independent, Mohd
Akram,who is contesting from
Surankote, hasdeclared Rs 500in
hand as total assets.

Of all these minimal asset can-
didates, Raina is the most promi-
nent. The former RSS pracharak
has declared no savings in the
bank, no purchase or inheritance
of any moveable or immoveable
property, including gold, invest-
ments, agricultural or non-agri-
culturalland, and no house or ve-
hicle. Raina has declared no
liabilities, with his income-tax re-
turns showing zero annual in-
come in the last five years.

The Nowshera MLA has declared no savings, purchase or
inheritance of any property, and no house or vehicle. Facebook

epaper.indianexpress.mm.. .

His listed source of income is
his “legislator pension”. Before the
J&K Assembly was dissolved in
2018, MLAs earned a monthly
salary of Rs 1 lakh, while former
MLAs earn a monthly pension of
Rs50,000.Raina currently resides
atagovernmentaccommaodation,
which was allotted to him as an
MLA, inthe posh Gandhi Nagar lo-
cality of Jammu city.

While Raina could not be con-
tacted, his cousin Rakesh Raina
said that since 2018, when he was
first appointed the J&K BJP chief,
the sitting Nowshera MLA has
been donating his entire pension
to the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Trust, for its charity work,
with the party taking care of his
daily needs including food, hous-

ing and transport. Prior to his ap-
pointment as the party president,
Rakesh said, Raina would donate
his MLA salary to the trust after
meeting his own needs.

Those close to him say Raina
has maintained this since before
joining active politics.

A BSc degree holder with a
post-graduate diploma in “hu-
man rights and duties”, Raina
joined the Merchant Navyin 2000
but quitinless than three months,
when he joined the RSS. He
worked as a pracharak for over a
decade in the Rajouri district be-
fore contesting his debut
Assembly election from
Nowshera in 2014. He had also
served as the J&K president of the
BharatiyaJanata YuvaMorcha, the

BJP’s youth wing. Raina’s father
Pushap Dutt Raina, a retired
school headmaster, and mother
live with the family of his younger
brother Sunil Raina, who worksin
the Army.

Raina highlights his humble
living at his poll rallies, like re-
cently when during a meeting in
Nowshera, he put his hand in the
pocket of his kurta to show it was
torn. Raina’s political opponents
are sceptical, particularly since
has been an MLA for more than
four years. Meanwhile, the as-
sets of BJP candidates have seen
arise since the last polls. The
BJP’s 62 candidates have average
assets worth Rs 9.13 crore. The
overall average of the 873 nom-
inees is Rs 3.65 crore in the fray.
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UP rozgar melas: Youth seek ]obs B]P bypoll bounce

ASAD REHMAN
MAINPURI, GHAZIABAD,
SEPTEMBER 21

UTTAR Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath’s helicopteris yet
to land. Crowded under a tent in
the hues of the Tricolour, on the
grounds of A K Inter College in
Barnal Nagar, Mainpuri, are
youths fighting sweltering heat.

Occasionally, theylift theireyes
to the video playing on a giant
screen, where underimages of var-
ious offices run captions proclaim-
ing the achievements of the
Adityanathadministrationwhenit
comes tojobs: “Examinationforre-
cruitmentof more than 60,000 po-
lice officialsina fairmanner”; “Jobs
for more than 1.54 lakh in police”;
“More than 1.38 lakh jobs through
the UPSC”; “Government jobs for
more than 6.50 lakh candidates
since 2017,and morethan3.75lakh
inducted in contractual jobs”.

The youths including women
have come here in response to
government advertisements
inviting college graduates to re-
ceive tablets from the CM. If luck-
ier,they hope toalsoreturn witha
job from among the lakhs the

video is promising.

The Adityanath government
started “rozgar melas” or employ-
ment fairs, of the kind Mainpuri is
hosting on August 7,soon after the
dismal Lok Sabha election results
for the BJP in UP. For now, all have
been held or are planned in and
around the 10 Assembly con-
stituencies up for bypolls in the
state — Adityanath’s nextbigelec-
toral test.

The CM has covered
Ambedkar Nagar, Ayodhya,
Muzaffarnagar, Varanasi, Aligarh,
Kanpur, Moradabad, Mainpuri,
Prayagraj, Ghaziabad and
Ayodhya districts already, and as
per a top UP government official
in Lucknow, distributed appoint-
ment letters to more than 65,000
youths. “The number could be
higher. Some of these jobs are also
in foreign countries,” the official
said, adding that besides appoint-
ment letters, “lakhs of tablets and
smartphones have been distrib-
uted” and “schemes worth hun-
dreds of crores inaugurated and
foundation stones laid”.

The Karhal seat in Mainpuri is
among the most important of the
10, having been vacated by
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
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Atajob fair in Uttar Pradesh’s Mainpuri. Gajendra Yadav

Yadav on winning the Lok Sabha
polls. Of the other nine, three were
won by the BJPin 2022 and four by
the Samajwadi Party and one each
byitsNDAallies NISHAD party and
RLD (though the RLD was an SP
partnerin2022).

In his speeches at these
melas, Adityanath attacks the
previous SP government led by
Akhilesh saying it practised
“bhai and bhateejawad (nepo-
tism)”, and says Akhilesh and his
uncle Shivpal Yadav undertook
recruitments too in a “biased
manner”.

Among those attending the
Mainpuri event is Shailendra
Kumar, 24, who has just finished

Kharge hits back at PM, Shah: BJP
loves India, but is married to Pak

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 21

DENYING THE BJP’s allegations
that the NC-Congress alliance in
J&K espouses an agenda “aligned
with Pakistan’s”, Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge on Saturday
called the BJP “liars” and said the
party “loves India but is married
to Pakistan”.

“We did not go there to eat
biryani and to hug them. You hug
them and then blame us,” he said
ata press conference, referring to
PM Narendra Modi’s surprise
visit to Lahore in 2015 to meet his
then counterpart Nawaz Sharif.

Whatever Modi and Amit
Shah have said, that Congress

Was what I said
wrong: Rahul
on Sikh remarks

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

LAUNCHED A scathing attack on
the BJP, Congress MP and Leader
of the Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday hit
out at the ruling party for
“spreading lies” about his re-
marks about Sikhs during his
visit to the US.

“I want to ask every Sikh
brother and sister in India and
abroad — is there anything
wrong in what I have said,”
Rahul said ina post on X.

“Shouldn’tIndia be a country
where every Sikh — and every
Indian — can freely practise their
religion without fear?” he
wrote.

Rahul said the BJP was “des-
perate to silence me because
they cannot stand the truth”.
“But I will always speak up for
the values that define India: our
unity in diversity, equality, and
love,” he wrote in the X post.

Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge in Jammu. PTI

wants to resume talks with
Pakistan, these are all lies. They
want to divert the issue...
Mohabbat hamare saath, shaadi
Pakistan ke saath hai unki (They
love India but are married to
Pakistan),” Kharge said.

Kharge, whowasin &K toad-
dress a campaign rally at Khour,

also denied the BJP’s claims that
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi spoke about ending reser-
vation to SC/ STs. “See, he (Rahul)
has not said any such thing about
reservation and he will not speak
like that. We will also not allow
him to. So long as there is un-
touchability and illiteracy in the
country, reservation will continue
to stay...,” said Kharge.

He also questioned the PM’s
“failure” to act against BJP lead-
ers using derogatory remarks
against Gandhi. He said Gandhi
was under attack for speaking
the truth and “an atmosphere of
hate” was being created against
him like it was done against his
grandmother and former PM
Indira Gandhi.

EY INDIA EMPLOYEE DEATH

Will fight to improve
work conditions, Rahul
tells Anna’s parents

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

LEADER OF Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
spoke to the parents of 26-year-
old Anna Sebastian Perayil, a
chartered accountant from
Kerala who died four months
into her jobat Ernstand Youngin
Pune.Her motherinaletter toEY
India chairman alleged that her
daughter had died due to “work
pressure and long work hours”.
Gandhi assured the parents
that he will fight for the cause of
improving working conditions
for the millions of professionals
inIndia.. He also said that he will
raise the issue in Parliament.
Gandhi instructed the All
India Professionals’ Congress
(AIPC) chairman, Praveen
Chakravarty, to create an aware-

ness movement in Anna's mem-
ory for all working professionals
in the country. “AIPC will an-
nounce a helpline soon to collect
information from corporate pro-
fessionals about issues related to
work stress and toxic work cul-
ture. After this, AIPC will work to
draft guidelines to improve
working conditions for profes-
sionals in the corporate sector,”
said a statement issued by AIPC
on Saturday.

Gandhi spoke to Anna's par-
ents via a video call arranged by
Chakravarty during his visit to
their home in Kochi. He offered
his condolences to the family
and lauded their courage and
selflessness in speaking up about
thisissuein the larger interest of
improving working conditions
for the millions of professionals
in India, a statement issued by
the Congress said.

his diploma from the local
Government Polytechnic College.
Kumar has travelled 80 km from
Etah district to collect his tablet,
along with friends and course
mates Sandeep Kumar (21) and
Anshul Kumar (22).

He s “excited” about the new
gadget, Shailendra says. But what
he needs is a job. “I have done a
diploma after my family spent
thousands on my education.
Now I am getting to know that |
may get ajobin Gujarat, Gurgaon
or Delhi for Rs 15,000. Why did
study for so many yearsifI had to
doajobforRs 15,0007 Anilliter-
ate person can make the same
amount driving a cab in Delhi,”

Morale
® booster

EXPLAINED

WHILE THE 10 seats will
have no bearing on the
stability of the Yogi
Adityanath-led BJP gov-
ernment in the state,
winning these will be a
major morale booster for
the party’s dismal per-
formance in Lok Sabha
elections. For the Opp, a
victory will only cement
the gains made in June.

he says, adding that jobs are “the
biggestissue” in UP.

His friend Anshul, who hails
from Mainpuri district, says the
Adityanath government de-
serves credit for reducing
“goondagardi”, but that it has
failed to tackle not just unem-
ployment but the other crucial is-
sue of inflation. “Even mobile
data charges have been raised.”

With unemployment seen as
one of the issues that hurt the BJP
in the Lok Sabha polls, Anshul is

unequivocal. “Funda simple hai -
naukrido, sarkaar banao (The for-
mula is simple — give jobs, win
elections).”

BJP leaders say the rozgar
melas are as much about jobs as
rekindling the party’s “lost con-
nect” with the youth. “One of the
reasons our performance in the
Lok Sabha elections was not good
was that the youth have turned
away from us, probably because
of unemployment issue. Hence,
the CM is himself doing these pro-
grammes,” alocal BJPleader says.

Butanother BJPleader admits
worry in the ranks. “If course cor-
rection is not done, it will be a
huge factor in 2027 state polls.”

Pushpendra Saroj, the SP MP
from Kaushambi, says BJP cannot
keep “misleading” youths onjobs.
“Firstly, the stats they give don't
match thefacts... Eventhose with
advanced degrees are struggling.”

BJP state spokesperson Rakesh
Tripathi counters that SP has no
right to talk about unemployment
as,underits tenure, “rate of unem-
ployment was 17.4%, while today
itis 2-4%”. “BJP government has
delivered on job front, the people
know it,” he says. FULLREPORT

www.indianexpress.com

AT RALLY NEARLOC, HOME MINISTER SLAMS PAKTERROR
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah at an election rally in Mendhar, Poonch, Saturday. P11

Will arm Gujjars, Bakerwals, Paharis
through police and Army jobs: Shah

Promises reservation in promotions for three communities

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 21

PRAISING GU]JJARS, Bakerwals
and Paharis as “soldiers of India”
and saying the entire country
was “indebted to them” for pro-
tecting the frontiers in J&K,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
on Saturday promised the com-
munities reservation in promo-
tions as well.

At a poll rally in Mendhar,
nearly 2 km from the LoC in
Poonch district, Shah also tar-
geted Pakistan and said there
was peace in the border districts
as the neighbouring country
“fears Prime Minister Narendra
Modi”. “Pakistan would not dare
open fire knowing fully well that
if bullets are fired, these will be
responded by bullets and not the
dialogue,” he said.

Taking on  National
Conference and Congress, which
are in alliance for the ongoing

Assembly polls in J&K, Shah
claimed that the two
parties were talking of “ending
reservation”.

“We are saying that we will
give reservation to Gujjars,
Bakerwals and Paharis in pro-
motions as well,” he said.

Gujjar-Bakerwals and Pah-
aris are entitled to 10%
reservation each in gov-
ernment jobs and ad-
missions to professional
colleges. While Gujjars

——

terrorism is in the interest of
anybody.”

“What did you (NC) want to
do by giving guns into the hands
of our children... We too will
give guns in their hands, but
only after recruiting them into
Army, police and CRPE,” he
added. He said special recruit-
ment camps will also be
held in
the border area for
Gujjars, Bakerwals and
Paharis.

and Bakerwals were de- DECISION While praising PM
clared STs by the Centre 2024 Narendra Modi, saying
in 1991, Paharis and J&K - his Government wiped
three other tribes got out terrorism by replac-

the status this year. Also, after the
2022 delimitation, 9 seats were
reserved for STs in the 90-mem-
ber J&K Assembly.

Shah, alleging that NC presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah promoted
terrorism when he was the chief
minister of J&K, said, “The NC's
flagis red because there was ter-
rorism. Please tell me whether

ing guns and stones with laptops
in the hands of the youth, Shah
also criticised NC's vice president
and former Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah for “trying to create a
scare that terrorism will resur-
face in Jammu region”.

The second phase of the J&K
Assembly elections is schedued
for September 25.
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TAKES CHARGE ON SEPT 30

Air Marshal
AP Singhto

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

AIRMARSHAL Amar Preet Singh
will be the next Chief of the Air
Staff, the Government an-
nounced on Saturday. He will
take over on September 30, the
day the incumbent, Air Chief
Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari,
superannuates.

Currently the Vice Chief of the
Air Staff, Air Marshal Singh was
commissioned into the fighter
pilot stream of the Indian Air
Force (IAF) in December 1984.

Born on October 27,1964, he
studied at the government
school in Delhi’s Janakpuri and
graduated from the National
Defence Academy (NDA)— 65th
course (Kilo Squadron) — and
was the Cadet Captain. He is an
alumnus of the Defence Services
Staff College (DSSC) and National
Defence College (NDC).

The top officer is a qualified
aerial instructor and an experi-
mental test pilot with more than
5,000 hours of flying experience
on a variety of fixed and rotary-
wing aircraft.

During his career of nearly
four decades, he has served in a
variety of command, staff, in-
structional, and foreign appoint-
ments. He has commanded an
operational fighter squadron
and a frontline air base. As a test
pilot, he led the MiG-29 upgrade
project management team in
Moscow, Russia.

He was also the project direc-
tor (Flight Test) at the National
Flight Test Centre and was tasked
with flight testing of the light
combat aircraft — Tejas.

be next Chief
of Air Staff

Air Marshal
Singhis
currently
Vice Chief of
the Air Staff
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Highlighting the importance and
efficiency of India’s indigenous
Tejas, he flew the fighter jet ear-
lier this month, with Army Vice
Chief Lieutenant General N S
Raja Subramani and Navy Vice
Chief Vice Admiral Krishna
Swaminathanin the twin-seater.

The air warrior has held im-
portant staff appointments of Air
Defence Commander at South
Western Air Command and
Senior Air Staff Officer at Eastern
Air Command. Prior to assuming
the charge of Vice Chief of the Air
Staff, he was the Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief of Central
Air Command. He was at the fore-
front of the recently concluded
largest-ever multinational air ex-
ercise ‘Tarang Shakti’ that was
concluded earlier this month.

As the IAF's Vice Chief, he has
been instrumental in driving
self-reliance in Defence. He is
also known for fostering better
coordination between the IAF,
Army and Navy.

In July, Air Marshal Singh
made a strong pitch during an
event thatatmanirbharta or self-
reliance cannot be achieved at
the cost of India’s national secu-
rity, while underlining that the
current geopolitics has thrown
up thelesson of being self-reliant,
and that it should be pursued
holistically in letter and spirit —
making him the first top officer
to speak on this line publicly.

Principal Secy to PM calls
for expanding insurance
coverage across sectors

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

EXPRESSING CONCERN over an
increase in the frequency and in-
tensity of disasters globally, in-
cluding in India, Dr PK Mishra,
Principal Secretary to Prime
Minister, has called for a strategic
vision for expanding insurance
coverage across diverse sectors.
He underscored the need foraro-
bust actuarial expertise and a
well-defined legal framework.

Addressing a workshop or-
ganised by the NDMA on Friday;,
Mishra said the emerging trends
highlight India's potential to in-
novate in its application of dis-
aster risk insurance and join the
global trend toward more re-
silient, efficient and inclusive in-
surance solutions.

According to an official state-

DrP K Mishra
was speaking
atanNDMA
event

ment, Mishra said ensuring that
insurance was not only available
but also accessible to the most
vulnerable is a key challenge.

Mishra mentioned two no-
table government-backed insur-
ance programmes, Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY)and Ayushman Bharat.
He said both these initiatives are
central to the government’s
broader agenda of promoting so-
cial equity, financial inclusion,
and household-level risk man-
agement, demonstrating the
critical intersection of insurance
with development goals.

Atishi as CM: Young, articulate woman face gives AAP chance to hit refresh

She has also proved her loyalty to Sisodia and Kejriwal, referring to them as her ‘guru’. She is not likely to be a threat to AAP chief as and when he wants to return as CM

A& #% THE NEERJA
\ =/ CHOWDHURY
15 COLUMN

Weekly insight into what's changing
in national politics —and why

IT WAS Atishi’'s moment on
Saturday as she took oath as the
youngest Chief Minister of Delhi
— and the third woman to hold
the post. Her elevation is a polit-
ical gambit by Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)supremo Arvind Kejriwal,
who resigned as CM to give a
new look to his party ahead of
the polls in the city-state due
early next year.

Atishi’s elevation as CM is
partly about Atishi herself —
even as she is being dubbed by
opponents asa “dummy” candi-
date, a “proxy” or a “Rabri Devi
(who was plucked out of politi-
cal obscurity by husband Lalu

Prasad and installed as Bihar CM
before he was jailed in the fod-
der scam case)”.

You can agree or disagree
with the first two comparisons,
but the third one is misplaced.
For, Atishi is a colleague of
Kejriwal and, if nothing else, the
outgoing CM has shied away
from installing his wife Sunita
Kejriwal on the Dilli gaddi. Many
thought he would — like Lalu.

Atishi’s elevation also has
something to do with Delhi, the
rapid changes that are taking
place in the country’s capital. And
of course, it is about Kejriwal’s
politics, which has brought about
a change of guard in Delhi.
Whether Atishi will be CM for
two months or five, depending
onwhen the Assembly elections
are held in Delhi — she has said
Kejriwal will be back as CM if the
AAP wins — she has obviously
been chosen with care over other
senior leaders in the party.

With an accomplished aca-

demic record, Atishi has proved
capable of grasping complex is-
sues. She is also articulate and
was seen taking charge when

Kerjiwal and Manish Sisodia
and others were injail. Above all,
she has proved her loyalty to
both Sisodia, with whom she
worked closely in the sphere of
education, and Kejriwal, refer-
ring to them as her “guru”. She is
not likely to be a threat to
Kejriwal as and when he wants
toreturnas CM, if the party wins
inthe elections. ARakhi Birla, an-
other AAP woman leader, would
have been that much more dif-
ficult to replace because she is
also a Dalit.

While Atishi is not a mass
leader, nor does she have alobby
promoting her, the AAP sees her
appealing to the Sheila Dikshit
constituency in Delhi, compris-
ing people who fondly recall her
15 straight years in power from
1998 onwards. Atishi could also
soften the middle class, where

the AAP has lost ground. While
it remains popular in the
Capital’s jhuggi jhompdis, anti-
incumbency of 10 years is seen
in the middle-class colonies.

Atishi is also a credible
woman face. The AAP hasbuilta
constituency among women,
starting from the improvement
of schools, toits schemes such as
free bus travel for women and
money into women accounts.
Atishi will now have to opera-
tionalise the latter, the critical
Mukhyamantri Mahila Samman
Yojana to give Rs 1,000 per
month to women.

Given that Atishi is known for
her uprightness, Kejriwal will
also hope this helps the party
with an image makeover at a
time when many AAP leaders
are facing allegations in the
liquor policy scam. Honesty in
politics was the AAP’s Unique
Selling Point.

Atishi is set to be the third
woman CM of Delhi, after the

epaperindianexpress:com .. -

BJP’s Sushma Swaraj (for a few
months in 1998) and Dikshit
(1998-2013). Many states have
had women CMs — like Mamata
Banerjee in West Bengal,
JJayalalithaa in Tamil Nadu,

Mehbooba Mufti in Jammu
and Kashmir, Mayawati in Uttar
Pradesh, and in earlier years,
Nandini Satpathy in Odisha and
Sucheta Kripalani in UP. Delhi is
the only state, rather city-state,
which has now got a third
woman CM.

The BJP has attacked the “Left
leanings” of her parents, talking
of the “Marlena” last name she
used earlier, given by her parents
and standing for ‘Marx’ and
‘Lenin’. The fact that Atishi’s par-
ents, who are former university
professors and activists, had spo-
ken up in support of Parliament
attack convict Afzal Guru has
also been brought up. While the
BJP might be looking to rally its
Hindu vote with this, many be-
lieve this may actually end up

helping the AAP with the
Muslims, who have viewed the
party with suspicion over its si-
lence on the community’s issues
and nurtured a pro-Hindu im-
age.

Come now to Kejriwal. To
him remains the credit of having
forged a political party from a
movement in 10 years, not ac-
complished by any other in the
period since Independence, and
going on to ensure national sta-
tus for it. The Assam movement
in the early Eighties transitioned
into a party in 1985, from AASU
to Asom Gana Parishad, but it
ruled only one state.

AAP is a political newbie
viewed by established parties as
an “upstart” — with Kejriwal
seen as a “black box” (using the
words of a former colleague),
who does not reveal his mind
easily. But he is known now for
sensing the political pulse and
for catching his opponents by
surprise, as he did with his res-

ignation.

But today Kejriwal probably
faces his biggest challenge - to
guard his fiefdom, with fatigue
setting in, and yet to expand his
footprint nationally. And, what
is more, to do this against a for-
midable foe like the BJP, weak-
ened thoughitis,and even more
important with the signs of a
Congress reviving, at whose ex-
pense the AAP grew.

In the context of India, Delhi
is undoubtedly only a city-state,
with the CM’s powers severely
circumscribed. But Kejriwal
knows that as the country’s cap-
ital, with the world beating a path
to its door, and located in India’s
heartland surrounded by states
like UP, Haryana, Rajasthan,
Delhi’s importance goes far be-
yond. It is also a microcosm of
India today, with its character
having undergone a dramatic
change, from a city of essentially
Punjabi refugees who came over
at the time of Partition, to a city

where Biharis — or Uttarakhandis
— are as important.

So Kejriwal, with his team,
which includes the new CM
Atishi — and the party did not
split in the last couple of years,
despiteits tribulations — has his
task cut out. He is called to keep
his flock together, overcome the
damage caused by the liquor
scam charges and the fatigue af-
ter 10 years in power, and stay a
step ahead of his opponents,
both an aggressive BJP and ally-
cum-rival the Congress.

Atishi is essentially a poll-
time CM. Many will now watch
how she utilises the short time
given to her to make her mark —
and endear herself to Dilliwallas
— without being a threat to the
party brass.

Neerja Chowdhury, Contributing
Editor, has covered the last

11 Lok Sabha elections.

She is the author of

‘How Prime Ministers Decide’
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Man stripped, thrashed,
forced to drink urine in
Barmer, two arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, SEPTEMBER 21

TWO PERSONS were arrested on
Saturday after a video went viral
onsocial mediain which they are
seen allegedly stripping a man
and forcing him to drink urine af-
ter brutally thrashing him.

Though the incident took
place on September 16 under
Danau police station in Barmer
district, police came to know
about it only Saturday after the
victim filed a complaint.

Police arrested the two ac-

cused — Tejaram Jat and
Bhagwanaram — both brothers
and residents of Mithabera
Bamanor village in the district.
ASP]JasaRam said, “The victim
approached us on Saturday and
lodged anFIR even though the in-
cident happened on September
16.As per our investigation, the ac-
cused and the victim are relatives
and residents of the same village.
The victim allegedly had an affair
with a girl belonging to the ac-
cused family because of which
they thrashed him to extract re-
venge. We have arrested the ac-
cused and further probe is on.”

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Faijan Mohd, S/o Fathe Mohd, R/o Shop No. B-93, Lajpat
Magar-ll, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case CC No. 1213/18, U/s 138 NI
Act, P.5. Bhajanpura, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest thereupon 1ssued that the said Faijan Mohd
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Faijan Mohd has absconded (oris
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Faijan Mohd
accused of CC No.1213/18, U/s 138 NI Act, P.S.
Bhajanpura, Delh is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 23.10.2024.

By Order

Sh. Pankaj Rai

Ld. Metropolitan Magistrate-01
North East District, Room No. 73

DP/12696/NE/2024 Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

BRAWL BEFORE ALLEGED ASSAULT AT POLICE STATION

Seven arrested for scuffle with
Army officer, fiancée in Odisha

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, SEPT 21

THE BHUBANESWAR Police
Saturday arrested seven stu-
dents who were allegedly in-
volved in a scuffle with the Army
officer and his fiancée the night
the couple was “assaulted” at a
police station where they went
toreport the incident.
According to the police, the
students had a scuffle with the
woman at around 2:20 am on
September 15 at Chandaka Road.
They were granted bail by a lo-

cal court Saturday evening,.

“A case in this regard was
registered at Chandaka Police
Station based on the report of
the new IIC (inspector-in-
charge) of the Bharatpur police
station,” said Bhubaneswar’s
Additional DCP Krushnaprasad
Das.

The couple have alleged that
some cops at the Bharatpur
Police Station assaulted them --

Bhubaneswar: A day after de-
manding a court-monitored
SIT probe and a judicial inquiry
into the alleged sexual assault
of a woman in custody,
Opposition BJD president
Naveen Patnaik Saturday said
“women are not safe even in-
side police stations.” Patnaik
made these remarks while ad-
dressing party leaders from

and “sexually harassed and mo-
lested” the woman -- when they
went to report the road rage in-
cident on September 15.

In his complaint before the
Bharatpur Police on September

Sad, women not safe even in
police stations, says Naveen

Kendrapara and Gajapati dis-
tricts at the BJD's state head-
quarters, Sankha Bhavan.

He expressed concern, say-
ing, “It’s sad that women are
not safe even inside police sta-
tions in Bhubaneswar and gov-
ernment servants are beaten
up in Raj Bhavan. It seems
there’s nolaw and order in the
state.” PTI

tails about the students, sources
said that they were between 21
and 22 years old and were study-
ing engineering and manage-
ment in private colleges in the

city.

“Four of the accused students
are from Rourkela, one each
from Bhadrak, Balugaon and
Bhubaneswar,” one source said.

Responding to media queries
while they were being taken to

15, the Army officer accused the
students of assault and harass-
ment. They were arrested
Saturday on Odisha’s Director
General of Police YB Khurania’s
orders.
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Hours before their  court, the students denied as-

arrest, the police also  saulting the couple.
took the youngsters to Meanwhile, the Crime
the spot for a “scene  Branch recorded the statement
recreation”. “We have  of the army officer and his fi-
alsoimpoundedavehi- ancée at 120 Infantry Battalion
cle, 11 mobile phones,a  of the Territorial Army Saturday.
videoand anaudioclip  The same day, another team in-
from the students,” a  terrogated Dinakrushna Mishra,
senior officer said. the now-suspended inspector-
Althoughthe police  in-charge of Bharatpur Police
have not revealed de-  Station.
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NIA to create database
of gangsters, prison
networks, associates

Details of social media accounts and finances will be added

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

TO IMPROVE the information
network on a national level
against “organised criminals”,
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) will make a data-
base of gangsters, criminals run-
ning their gangs from behind
jails, and their associates. The
Central agency will put updated
details of the criminals, their so-
cial media accounts, their finan-
cial network, and most impor-
tantly information about their
associates and key operational
areas, The Indian Express has
learnt.

A source said the decision to
make this database was dis-
cussed by the police officers of
Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, and
Delhi at a recent meeting at the
Delhi Police headquarters.
Officials representing the NIA
also attended the meeting.

“It was discussed in the
meeting that a common data-
base of the ‘organised criminals’
will be created by NIA and it will
be designed in such a way that
the participants of other states
will not only be able to access the
database, but they can also up-
date it with the latest details of
the criminals,” the source said.

Apart from Punjab, Haryana,
Delhi and Rajasthan, it has been
decided to include states like
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, and
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr, P.C,

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Gagan, S/o Ravinder Pal, R/ic B-301 JJ Celony, Bharat
Vihar, Sector 15, Dwarka, Delhi, has Committed (or is
suspected to has committed) the offence in case FIR No.
31317 IPC, U/S 323/341/34 IPC, PS Dwarka North, New
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said Gagan cannot be found and wheraas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Gagan has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant),

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Gagan of
FIR No. 31317 IPC, U/S 323/341/34 IPC, PS Dwarka North,
New Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer
the said case on orbefore 21.10.2024.

By Order
Ms. Neetika Kapoor

Follow us on % @&S3CRatwayindla
Datails of the Tender Nolices of
E.C Flaitaay cam Ba S8a 0 o our
wabAIl | iy, BEE irdia nrElway B oo

Tender Notice No.91/2024,
Dt.20.09.2024.

Supply Of Stores items.
E-Procurement Tender Notice:-

The Following Tenders Have Been

Floatad Online. Tenders. Are
Requesied To Visif The ‘Wehsite
wiwwlreps.gov.in & Submit Thelr
Oifers Online, Tha Tander Dascriplion,
Gty ERAD, S0 May Be Saen In Website
Offers: Submitted Manually Wil Mot
Be Accepled, Offers By Post Wil Mol
Be Entertained. Tender Closing Time
{5 14.30 Hrs Of The Dusa Date OF The
Tender, "For All Indigenous Offers,
EMD Will Be Accepted. Only Yia
Online Sysiem As  Ayailabls On
www.ireps.gov.in

Bihar in the database, a source
said.

Sharing some of the key fea-
tures of the database as per the
discussion, a source said it would
have the latest photographs of
the criminals, biometric details,
interrogation report, their logis-
tics provider, weapon suppliers,
and harbourers.

In the meeting, a senior in-
spector general-rank officer of
NIA briefed the officers about the
importance of creating a com-
mon database of organised
criminals, which will be accessi-
ble to alllaw enforcement agen-
cies. “To dismantle the ecosys-
tem of organised criminals, he
asked to focus on targeting their
finance channel, to take regular
action against the weapon sup-
pliers, harbourers, social media
managers, recruiters, hawala op-
erators, logistics providers, fake
passport and fake document
providers,” the source said.

Talking about some of the key
details of the database, a source
said some of the police officers
said during the meeting that they
faced problems when crimes
happened in their areas. The offi-
cer said when they started look-
ing for the assailants, they do not
have updated details of the gang
members or their social media
IDs. Sometimes, the officer con-
cerned, who worked in these
gangs, had been transferred and
the new officer was unaware of
such details to come up witha so-
lution, added the officer.

“In this database of organised
criminals, it has been decided so

S. Divisional Elecirical Engineer MRS, Eazt
|Gentral Radway, Barauni on behalf of the
| President of India invites "Open” E-tender
| from the eligible and experienced agencies
| or contractors for E-Tendsr Mo ELS BJU_
} Bogie_24_25_2A. Particulars are as under:

| 01. Mame of the wark with Its location :

!'._Im:n::-upling. Dismantling/Stripping,
{cleaning -and painfing of different
| compenents of elecinic lecomotve . af
| ELS/BJU, 02. Approx. Cost of the work :
'61 47 367.15 (Rupees Sty one Lakh forty

sau‘en Thousand three hundred sty seven

| a"d fiffeen paisa only), 03. Earnest Money:
_Es 1,25,000.00, 04, Date & time of start of
| bid :

30/09/2024, 05, Date & time of

far to put their latest interroga-
tionreport, details of their oper-
ational areas and their associ-
ates, their money funding
channel, and their latest phone
numbers as well IDs,” the source
said.

In the meeting, which lasted
for around six hours, a senior of-
ficer of the Haryana Police
Special Task Force (STF) flagged
the increasing use of encrypted
apps, VPNs, and “dabba calls” by
the gangsters based abroad to
carry out extortions.

“In his presentation, he also
flagged the issue of lack of re-
sponse from service providers
and social media platforms for
providing data as some of these
platforms are being used for ex-
tortion as well as recruitment of
new shooters,” the source said.

During a “dabba” call, which
involves threats being made
through a second phone or a
dabba, a henchman of a gangster
makes an extortion call using the
Internet.

Next, the henchman makesa
second call using another phone
to his boss sitting in a different
country, keeps the two phones
side-by-side, and turns on the
loudspeaker to let the boss do
the talking.

Additionally, a deputy com-
missioner of police from the
Delhi Police suggested booking
such criminals under the
Maharashtra  Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA)
and the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), the
source informed.

HC refuses bail
to Azam Khan,
son in machine

theft case

Prayagraj: The Allahabad High
Courton Saturday rejected a bail
application of former Uttar
Pradesh minister Azam Khan
and his son Abdullah Azam Khan
in a machine theft case.

Justice Samit Gopal passed
the order rejecting bail. Earlier,
the court had reserved its order
on September 2 after hearing the
counsels for the applicants and

| pre-bid meeting : NA. 06, Last Date &

the state government.

Judicial Magistrate, First Class-06
South-West District, Court No. 514
DP/12707/DW/2024{Court Matter)

Dwarka Courts, New Delhi
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Shivam Kashyap S/o Mahipal Kashyap Rio
Vill. Vashudevpur Baroli Tehsil- Syana, Bulandsahar U.P. have

committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence

under FIR. No. 178/22 U/S 279/337/338 IPC., and 3/181/5/180
MV Act., has been registered at P.5. Khyala Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the
said, Shivam Kashyap cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said, Shivam Kashyap
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Shivam
Kashyap of under FIR. No. 178/22 U/S 279/337/338 IPC., And
3/181/5M180 MV Act, registered at PS. Khayala, Delhi is
required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before 29.10.2024. By Order

Ms.Sukrti Singh, JMFC-04,

DP/12168/WD/2024 Tis Hazarl Court, Dalhl

Are Olher Tendars Having Value Above

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACGUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me thal accused
person{s) Bhoopram@Faim, Sfo: Chunni Lal, Rio: Village
Sangrampur, PS Meergan|, Dist Bareilly, UP has committed {or
I suspected (o have committed) the offence in FIR No: 429/2015
Dt. 18.03.2015, U/s: 25/54/59 Arms Act., PS: Seemapuri,
Delhi, and it has been retumed to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused person(s) Bhooprami@Faim,
cannol be found and whereas it has been shown to my
safisfaction that the said accused perscn(s) Bhoopram@mFaim,
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused person(s) Bhoopram@Faim, of FIR No: 429/2015 Dt.
18.03.2015, U/s: 25/54/59 Arms Act., PS: Seemapuri, Delhi,
Is required to appear before this Courl o answer the said
complainton or before 16.12.2024.

By Order

Aishwarya Singh Kahsyap

DPM11289/SHD/2024 Ld. JMFC Karkardooma Court
(Court Matter) Shahdara , Delhi

Tlander MNa Brial Dascrpiian

: ; Procurement of vanous

GE246524 power prinlad

302434484 | Stainless steel lither bin
Procuremenl. of

65245610 Hydraulic motors

AB2450124 JGE;!::-&.&::?}E hard drawn

95944017 ?J;ES]?E'“*”“ for

= supply, installation,

54245001 [faaiing
Supphy. of SMPS Based

96245140 Fyatem

BEZAETTA E.L:-EE Ttri.l"_ll'l;r:l af plassear

GE240905 | Procurament of Sensor

. marn | FPOINE TOGging Assembly

56241240 with clamp

5 s | Bt (titie-2008MO07)
292450084 | formoiate. o

| Time for submission of bid = 14/10/2024,
| 11:30 Hrs., 07. Wabsita particulars where
| Tender document iz available :
| httpzitwwnasireps.govin  Detailed fender
| notice, eligibihity crnteria and fender
| decumant can be seen from above wabsile
!A:I cofrigandum  will be uploaded on
| website, ifrequired

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/

TRS, Barauni
F'Hn"l 172/SEEETRS/TIZ24-25/40

The criminal case was regis-
tered in 2022 against Khan, his
son and five others alleging that
they had stolen the road-clean-
ing machine, which was pur-
chased by Nagar Palika Parishad,
Rampur district. It was further
alleged that this machine was
later recovered from the Khan's
Jauhar University of Rampur. PTI

Mote;-Due dales of Tender Opening
SLNc.01 ondi.08.10,2024

SL.No 02 on dE10,10.2024

SL.Mo: 03 00T on dt 14102024
SL.MNo.O8 09 on dt.15.10.2024
SL.Ne, 10 on gt 16,10, 2024

SL. Mo, 11 ondl.17,10.2024.

CORRIGENDUM

Tendar Motice Mo, B72024 dt.23.08
2024 Tender Mo bG746506 due on
1008 2024 Brial Dasc
Frocuremen! of plasser PAL item
for Track machine. May be read as
Tender Mo BEZ46508, Instaad of
existing

Baside Above Mentioned Tenders There

Rs. 80 Lakhs For Detzils, Please Visil
Raihway Website Above.

Principal Chief Materials Manager/
A1205 secunderabad.
For further tender conditions /
detalls and for downloading the
tender documents,

Please visit website at
hittps:/www.ireps.gowv.in or
www.scr.indlanrallways.gov.in

SEARCH FOR VICTIM

General public is hereby informed that a male namely
Rakesh, S/o Satpal, Rfo Ranbasera Sarai Kale

Khan, New Delhi was injured in an accident on
12.06.2021 near Sarai Kale Khan Metro Station
Gate No. 3, Kotak Mahindra ATM. In this regard FIR
No. 316/2021, U/s 279/337 IPC, Dated 13.06.2021
has been lodged at Police Station Sunlight Colony,
Delhi. The person has left the above address to some
unknown place and couldn't be traced despite
making best efforts to trace him. The description of
victim male is as under:

Name: Rakesh, Age: 50 Years.

If anyone has any information about this victim male
please inform P.S. Sunlight Colony, Delhi.

SHO
Police Station Sunlight Colony, Delhi
DP/12664/SE/2024 Ph; 8750870928

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL, MEDICAL

EDUCATION & TRAINING, UTTAR PRADESH

6" FLOOR, JAWAHAR BHAWAN, LUCKNOW

No. ME-3/2024/2106

Important information reqarding registration for online Counseling UP NEET PG-2024

Lucknow: Dated-21 September, 2024

Inthe order of guidelines givenin the meeting held on 20.09.2024 by NBEMS, MCC and NMC New Delhi, the
dates of online registration (online registration) in MD/MS/Diploma/DNB courses under the counseling of
UP NEET PG-2024 are fixed as follows-

S.No. Description

Dates Total Days

Security money

1 [Date of online Registration & deposition of

23" September 2024 (From 12:00 Noon)
to 28" September 2024 (Till 05:00 PM)

06 Days

by Government of India.

www.dgme.up.gov.in.

e Only the candidates declared successful in the NEET PG-2024 entrance examination are eligible to participate
inthe counseling of UP NEET PG-2024.

o Theportal willbe opened only once for online registration of eligible candidates under UP NEET PG Counseling-2024.

e Onlythe candidates registered on the dates prescribed above will be eligible to participate in the counseling process
forthe first round, second round, third round and stray vacancy round. Online registration for UP NEET PG 2024 will
not be opened for every round of counseling, nor will the applications received in this regard be considered.

e Forthe counseling of UP NEET PG 2024, it is mandatory for the eligible candidates to register by logging on to
the website https://upneet.gov.in and depositing the registration fee of Rs. 3000/- (Rs. three thousand only)
online. The registration fee will not be refunded under any circumstances.

e The Security Money is Rs. 30,000/- (Rs. thirty thousand only) for the seats in the government sector
(MD/MS/Diploma/DNB courses) and Rs. 2,00,000/- (Rs. two lakh only) for the seats in the private sector
(MD/MS courses) to participate in the counseling. On depositing the security amount of Rs. 2,00,000/-, the
candidate will be eligible for counselling for private and government seats.

e Such candidates whose security amountis not deposited will not be eligible for choicefilling in the counselling process.

o Disability certificate of disabled candidates will be valid only on the format issued from the centres prescribed

o Allinformation related to UP NEET PG 2024 counseling will be uploaded on website https://upneet.gov.in and

(Director General)

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .
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‘FISH OIL IS MORE EXPENSIVE THAN GHEE’: TAMIL NADU FIRM TERMS CHARGES ‘ABSURD’

Ghee supplier to T|rupat| denies adulteration charges

TTD gears up to serve
8-9 lakh laddus a day,
with new ghee vendor

AR Dairy holds
ISO certification
and follows strict
quality protocols,
says its official

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, SEPTEMBER 21

ADAY after the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD)initiated le-
gal action against the Tamil
Nadu-based AR Dairy Food
Private Limited for allegedly sup-
plying adulterated ghee to the Sri
Venkateswara Temple, the com-
pany has questioned the report
on which the decision was based.
In his comments to a Tamil
news channel Friday, Kannan, a
quality control officer at the
Dindigul-based AR Dairy Food,
called the allegations “unsubstan-
tiated”. His comments came aday
after TTD Executive Officer ]
Shyamala Rao announced that
samples from AR Dairy’s ghee had
been found “highly adulterated”.
“We have been operational
since 1998, and this is the first
time such accusations have been
made against us,” Kannan said.
According to him, AR Dairy
runs its own procurement cen-
tres and employs advanced tech-
nology to test up to 102 quality
parameters of milk within 32
seconds. “If the milk fails any
quality test, it is rejected imme-
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AR Dairy Foods office and plant in Dindigul. ANI

diately,” he said. He also claimed
that AR Dairy was approved to
supply ghee to TTD, a four-mem-
ber expert team from the tem-
ple administration visited their
plant to assess their capacity and
quality control measures. “Our
ghee samples are first tested in
national laboratories before be-
ing dispatched to TTD. Upon ar-
rival, TTD’s own food safety offi-
cer checks the samples again,”
Kannan said.

According to Kannan, AR
Dairy holds ISO certification and
follows strict quality protocols.
None of the previous reports in-
dicated any deviation in quality,
he said, calling for a more trans-
parent process of sample collec-
tion, such as recording a video to
ensure accountability.

“These allegations, ranging
from vegetable oil to animal fat

Dismembered body
of Bengaluru woman
found in refrigerator

Neighbours thought foul smell was
emanating from rotten food: Police

KIRAN PARASHAR
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 21

AWOMAN'S dismembered body
was found stored in a refrigerator
at a flat in Bengaluru’s Vyalikaval
on Saturday.

The police said the woman,
29-year-old Mahalakshmi, wife of
Hemant Das, was staying alone in
the flat. They said 28 body parts
wererecovered from the 165-litre
refrigerator so far and are yet to
confirm if there were more.

The police were informed
about the murder by neighbours
who initially dismissed the foul
smell emanating from the house
as stench fromrotten food, said an
officer. The police said they have
zeroed in on some suspects and
have formed eight teams toinves-
tigate the case. Mahalakshmi,
who hailed from Jharkhand, was
living in Nelamangala with her
husband Hemant Das till a few
months ago. The couple have a
four-year-old girl child. She moved
intoa 1BHK on thefirst floor of the
Vyalikaval building five months
ago following a domestic dispute
with Hemant, the police said.

Additional Commissioner of
Police (West) N Satheesh Kumar
said prima facie it appeared that
Mahalakshmi was murdered four
or five days ago. A police officer
said they are still trying to estab-
lish exactly when she was killed
as the body was keptin the refrig-
erator and there was no foul smell
tilla couple of days ago. “We have

collected details from the place
where she worked to know which
was her last working day and are
investigating further,” the officer
said. “Her mobile phone has been
switched off since September 12,
said the officer.

On Saturday, a family livingon
the same floor informed the flat
owner, Jayaram, who lives on an
upper floor in the same building,
about the foul smell emanating
from the flat for two days. They
told the police that they initially
assumed the smell was coming
from spoilt food but when it be-
came unbearable, they asked
Jayaram to check.

According to the police, the flat
owner realised that the door was
locked from outside. Upon open-
ingit, the smell grew stronger and
when he opened the refrigerator
he found dry blood and the dis-
membered body of the woman.
Shocked, Jayaram informed police
aswell as Mahalakshmi's mother
and brother wholive nearby. The
police rushed to the spot around
2.30 pm. Later, aforensic team col-
lected samples.

Mahalakshmi's brother Sunil
said he learnt about the murder
from the flat's owners. A neigh-
bour said Mahalakshmi barely in-
teracted with anyone. She left for
work around 9.30 am and re-
turned around 10.30pm, the
neighbour said. Mahalakshmi's
husband Hemant works in
Nelamangala and the daughter
lives with him. “We are question-
ing Hemant,” said the police.

adulteration, are severely dam-
aging to our business. Moreover,
the claim that fish oil was added
is absurd; fish oil is more expen-
sive than ghee. Any adulteration
of this kind would immediately
be detectable by smell alone,”
Kannan said, adding that the
company contributes to a “very
small volume” of the total ghee
used for TTD’s laddu production.

“We take immense pride in
supplying ghee to TTD. For us, it’s
not just business; it’s a blessing
and honour,” he told the Tamil
news channel. The comments
come a day after TTD’s Officer ]
Shyamala Rao said at a press
conference that samples of ghee
supplied by A.R. Dairy had been
sent for testing following com-
plaints about the declining qual-
ity of laddus, a popular temple
offering, or ‘prasadam’. “Out of

Cong whip in LS
writes to FM:
Shortage of 10,

20 and 350 notes
affecting the poor

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

CONGRESS WHIP in the Lok
Sabha Manickam Tagore has writ-
ten to Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman pointing out
“the shortage of small denomina-
tion currency notes”, which ac-
cording to him is “affecting mil-
lions of citizens, particularly in
rural areas and urban poor com-
munities”.

In his letter, posted on
Saturday, Tagore wrote: “The se-
vere shortage of Rs 10,20, and 50
denomination currency notes has
caused immense inconvenience
and hardship.” “Reports suggest
that the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has stopped printing these
notes to promote UPI and cash-
less transactions. While the push
for digital payments is under-
standable, this move dispropor-
tionately affects those without ac-
cess to digital payment
infrastructure, particularly in ru-
ral areas,” said the MP from
Virudhnagar in Tamil Nadu.

He also said that “this decision
infringes upon the fundamental
right to access currency, essential
fordaily transactions”. “The short-
age has resulted in difficulties for
small businesses, street vendors,
and daily wage earners who rely
heavily on cash transactions,” said
Tagore. He asked the FIM to “direct
RBI to resume printing and dis-
tributing the currency notes”.
“Implement measures to address
the digital divide and improve ac-
cess todigital payment infrastruc-
ture in rural areas,” he said.

10 tankers of ghee provided by
AR Dairy, four were found to be
highly adulterated,” Rao said.

These remarks came days af-
ter Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
alleged at an NDA legislative
party meeting that the previous
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy-led gov-
ernment had allowed the use of
animal fat and fish oil in the
preparation of laddus.

When contacted, Dr. Sathish
Kumar, the designated officer for
the Food Safety Department in
Chennai, refused to comment on
the particulars of the case.
However, he said there are stan-
dard protocols under the Food
Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) for detecting food
adulteration that are followed
across the country.

“In Tamil Nadu, we adhere to
the FSSAI guidelines strictly.
When adulteration is suspected,
we collect multiple samples from
the same batch, with the presence
of witnesses and the officials,and
send themtoalabfortesting. If the
results show contamination, the
supplier or the shop owner is no-
tified and has 30 days to appeal,”
Kumar said. Asked about the pos-
sible use of animal fat or fish oil
being used in ghee, Kumar said
that both would be highly de-
tectable through smell and taste.
“If animal fat or fish oil were
added, people unaccustomed to
these substances would notice
immediately. The smell of fish oil,
in particular, is impossible to dis-
guise,” he said.

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER 21

WITH A new ghee vendor — the
Karnataka Milk Federation — in
place, the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) has prom-
ised to immediately restore the
original quality of laddus at the Sri
Venkateswara Temple at
Tirumala. The development
comes after allegations that ani-
mal fat was found in the laddus
kicked up a major political row.

“There will be no more com-
promise on the quality of the lad-
dus and the quality of ghee used
(to make it),” TTD Executive
Officer ] SyamalaRao told the me-
dia Saturday. However, the TTD
Saturday temporarily halted the
use of cow ghee and milk-based
products in preparation of other
offerings, or “prasadams”, to the
deity. Stocks of KMF's famous
Nandini brand ghee are being
rushed to the temple's kitchens -
-known as ‘potu’. This comes even
asover 73,000 pilgrims visited the
temple Friday.

TheTTDis also stocking up on
ghee ahead of the temple’s nine-
day Brahmotsavam - a grand an-
nual event that will be held from
October 4 -12 this year and is ex-

pected to see lakhs of pilgrims.

“Anew vendor, KIMEF,isin place
to supply top quality ghee. We
don’t see any issues,” Andhra
Pradesh’s minister Nara Lokesh
Naidu told The Indian Express,
when asked if there would be any
crisis of procurement of ghee dur-
ing the religious event.

Muni Ratnam, who’s in-
charge of ‘Potu’ kitchen, said that
during the religious event, the
temple maintains a stock of 8-9

lakh laddus each day.
The TTD expects 7-8 lakhs
devotees during the

Brahmotsavam festival. “Sufficient
stocks, including ghee to prepare
the laddus round the clock, are be-
ing procured,” he said.

The TTD Saturday temporar-
ily halted the use of cow ghee-
based products used for making
other offerings known as “Srivari
Prasadams”. A TTD panel also
found deficiencies in the quality
of raw materials used in prepara-
tion of the free meals, or “anna
prasadam”, sources said. As a re-
sult, all supplies have been tem-
porarily suspended and new ven-
dorsare being arranged to supply
fresh stocks,ithasbeenlearnt. The
committee members will also
take daily feedback from devotees,
sources said.

Never supplied
ghee to TTD, says

Amul as 7 booked
for rumours on X

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, SEPTEMBER 21

A SENIOR official of the Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Marketing
Federation (GCMMF) Saturday
filed a complaint against seven
social media users for allegedly
defaming its brand, Amul. The
social media users have been ac-
cused of spreading rumours on
X that the brand had supplied
the ghee with animal fat to
Tirumala temple.

Hemant Gauni, Deputy
General Manager (Sales) at
GCMMIE, in his complaint stated
he came across posts by some X
users on Friday that Amul sup-
plied the ghee with animal fatin
it. The Cyber Crime Police
Station in Ahmedabad has
booked the X users under BNS
sections 336(4) (committing for-
gery),and 196(1)(a) (promoting
enmity). They have also been
booked under IT Act’s Section 67
for transmitting obscene mate-
rial. The GCMMF also issued a
clarification on its X handle,
'Amul.coop’,on Friday nightand
said it never supplied Amul ghee
to the TTD, which manages the
temple. "...Amul ghee is made
from high quality pure milk
fat...," it said.

50 Army officers join forest team of 150
to look for leopard_that kllled 3 in Udaipur

,,-'T

PARUL KULSHRESTHA
JAIPUR, SEPTEMBER 21

AS PRESSURE mounts to capture
the leopard responsible for a
spate of Kkillings around the
forests of Udaipur, the Rajasthan
Forest Department has now en-
listed the help of the Indian
Army in the search.

According to forest officials, 50
officers of the Indian Army have
now joined 150 forest officials to
scour the forests and capture the
leopard responsible for the killing
of three people earlier this week.

Forest officials said the Army
was using drone technology to
help trackdown the leopard's pug
marks. A forest official also admit-
ted to The Indian Express that ef-
forts to track down the leopard
had proved to be challenging.

“Thejungleis very dense and
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Army personnel scan footage from a drone (right) in Udaipur, Saturday. Express

during monsoon the bushes
make it difficult to see anything
or walk. We called the Army to
help the administration and they
have been working since morn-
ing,” one official said.

A 16-year-old girl from
Undithal village, a 51-year-old
man from Bhevwadiya village

and a woman from Umariya vil-
lage were killed in three separate
attacks on Thursday and Friday.

This takes the number of
those who died in such attacks
since June to six. The forest de-
partment sources said since the
latest attacks were all around the
same general area, a single ani-

mal could be behind them.

The department has yet to
declare the leopard a man-eater.
The Udaipur Forest Range had
sought permission to shoot
down the animal from the office
of the Chief Wildlife Warden in
Jaipur and had been turned
down, sources said.

‘Insult to memory of victims’: Students,
activists protest SC order on Oting killings

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE SUPREME Court’s decision
thisweek to close all proceedings
inan FIR against 30 Army person-
nel, allegedly involved in the
killing of six civilians of Nagaland’s
Oting village three years ago, has
shattered the residents' hope for
justice,withmany callingitan “in-
sult to the memory” of the victims
and their families.

The Naga Students' Federation
has written to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah demanding

sanction for prosecution in the
case and revocation of AFSPA in
the state. “The Oting incident is
not merely an isolated act of vio-
lence but areflection of a systemic
injustice that has persisted under
the draconian Armed Forces
Special Powers Act, 1958... Itis
time the Government of India re-
vokes AFSPA from the Naga
homeland,” the students’ body
said. On December 4, 2021, a unit
of 21st Para Special Forces of the
Army,inacase of “mistakeniden-
tity”, fired at a pickup truck in
which eight miners from Otingin
Mon district were travelling.

While six died on the spot, two
survived. Seven more civilians,
and one security personnel, died
in retaliatory violence.

The SIT in May 2022 filed a
chargesheet indicting all 30 per-
sonnel of the 21st Para SF unit, in-
cluding a Major-rank officer, un-
derIPCsections related to murder,
among others, pending prosecu-
tion sanction. In February 2023,
the Department of Military Affairs
under the Ministry of Defence de-
nied sanction for prosecution.

The Supreme Court ruled on
September 17 that “the proceed-
ings from the impugned FIRs de-

serve to be quashed”.

“We had hoped for justice and
accountability for the senseless
and brutalloss of our people. This
decision to absolve those respon-
sible without holding them ac-
countable is not only dishearten-
ing but also an insult to the
memory of the victims and their
grieving families,” the Oting
Students’ Union said in a state-
ment. The NSCN (IM), the largest
rebel outfitin Nagaland, called the
decision a “denial of justice to the
victims.”
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JAMMU & KASHMIR
Security forces
exchange fire
with militants

Jammu: A brief en-
counter took place be-
tween militants and secu-
rity forces in a remote
forest area in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kishtwar dis-
trict on Saturday evening,
officials said. The gunfight
broke out when the forces
launched a search opera-
tion in Chatroo forest fol-
lowing information about
the presence of terrorists,
the security officials said.
They said reinforcements
have been rushed to the
area. PTI

BIHAR
18-year-old
posesas|PS
officer, arrested

Patna: Sikandra police in
Jamui arrested an 18-year-
oldon Friday whenhe was
roaming around in
Sikandra market in uni-
form posing as a trainee
IPS officer. The accused,
Mithilesh Manjhi, 18,ares-
ident of Govardhan Bigha
village of Halsi, admitted
that he had been faking as
a police officer as the po-
lice questioned him about
hiseducationand training
details. Meanwhile,avideo
of policemen questioning
Manjhi and the youth
handing over the toy pistol
has gone viral. ENS

KARNATAKA

SIT toproberape
chargesagainst
BJPMLA

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
government Saturday
constituted a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to
probe the allegations
against BJP  MLA
Munirathna, arrested in
connection with a case of
rape, sexual harassment
and criminal intimidation.
Senior IPS officer BK Singh
hasbeen appointed as the
chief of the SIT, which also
consists of IPS officers
Labhuram, IGP (central),
Sowmyalatha, SP
Railways, and CA Simon,
SP. Meanwhile, a special
court Saturday remanded
Munirathna to judicial
custody for 14 days. ENS

UTTAR PRADESH
FIR against
twojournalists
over postson X

Lucknow: An FIR has been
registered in Lucknow
against two journalists —
Abhishek Upadhyay and
Mamta Tripathi — for their
posts X, questioning the
posting of officers of a par-
ticular caste on key posts
inthe state, police said. The
case was filed by Pankaj
Kumar, who claimstobea
freelance journalist. In his
complaint, Kumar has ac-
cused the duo of posting
“false, baseless and mis-
leading information” to
tarnish the image of CM
Yogi Adityanath.” ENS

Wayanad’s missing list: How forensic teams are using DNA clues to join the dots

SHAJU PHILIP
WAYANAD, SEPTEMBER 21

IN THE days after the Wayanad
landslide, forensic experts at the
Regional Forensic Science
Laboratory in Kannur had the
difficult job of putting names to
the body parts recovered during
the tragedy - a severed limb, a
dismembered body.

While rescuers pulled out sev-
eral bodies from the debris at the
landslide site, the Punnapuzha
river carried with it several sev-
ered limbs and other body parts
that were recovered kilometres
away, at Nilambur in neighbour-
ing Malappuram district.

At the end of the week-long
rescue operations, 231 bodies
were recovered and 118 persons
were declared missing. The
missing were feared dead and as
their families waited for closure,

forensic teams in the state got
down to identifying them
through DNA tests.

The unidentified bodies and
body parts, each with a specific
number for future identification,
were buried at the mass burial
ground at Puthumala, barely 5 km
away from Chooralmala, one of
the worst-hit villages. Before the
bodies and body parts were low-
ered into the pit, samples from
these were taken for DNA tests. As
many as 421 samples were dis-
patched to the lab in Kannur.

According to State Forensic
Science Laboratory Director Dr
PradeepSaji K, testing suchahuge
number of samples in a short pe-
riod was a major task for the team
at the regional lab in Kannur,
which has one of the best DNA
testing facilities in India.

“We mobilised our people
from other districts and they
worked day and night for several

days.The samples (keptin preser-
vatives)were put in the cold room
at the lab where we ensured that
there is no cross contamination.
Now, we have almost completed
the testing process,” he said.

Explaining the DNA testing
process, Bushra Beegum, joint di-
rector at the lab in Kannur, said,
“Most of the samples for DNA test-
ing were taken from bones of
unidentified bodies. In some
cases, the samples were taken
from teeth and body tissue. DNA
extraction in the case of bones is
the most time consuming - the
bone has to be cleaned to take out
the bone marrow. It is a skilled,
delicate, manual job which can
take up to four hours.”

On the many challenges the
team encountered, Beegum said,
“We need at least .1 nanogram of
DNA to create a profile (a pattern
of DNA sequences that identifies
an individual). Many tissue sam-

As many as 231 bodies were recovered and 118 people were
declared missing in the July 30 landslide. File

ples collected from the river were
putrefied and did not have that
minimum quantity of DNA that
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we needed for sequencing,” she
said.
After the DNA samples are se-

quenced the next stepis compar-
ison, where samples with similar
DNAs (since several body parts are
tested) are put into different
groups.

“Thus, we got around 60
groups, with each group finally
coming together as different
body parts of anindividual. Then,
we compare these grouped sam-
ples with the DNA profile of the
blood samples collected fromrel-
atives of the missing persons.
When a new sample from a
newly recovered body part
reaches our lab for testing, we do
their DNA profiling and see if it
matches any of the existing
groups,” said the joint director.

Talking of the other challenges
theyfaced, an official said that sev-
eral families had perished in the
tragedy, police teams were sent
out to look for extended relatives.
In some cases, family trees of the
victims were drawn and shared

with the team engaged in collect-
ing blood samples.

Forensicexpertsalso said that
since all the victims were from a
particular region (Mundakkai and
Chooralmala), there is a high pos-
sibility that inbreeding might have
taken place over generations.
“Normally, of the 46 chromo-
somes of a person, four chromo-
somes are unique to that person.
But in many samples tested from
this particular region, a decrease
in the differences between their
chromosomes were noticed. This
is mainly due toinbreeding, which
happens when distant relatives
marry,” said an expert familiar
with the work at the Kannur
forensic lab.

Kilometres away, in Wayanad,
among those awaiting closure is
Safad Kunnath, 24.He hasjust reg-
istered three missing complaints
atthe Meppadi police station — the
bodies of his father Hamsa K, a

plantation worker, mother
Jumaila and younger brother
Hasin Muhamed, have been un-
traceable since the tragedy.

“Two rounds of DNA results
are out, but my family is still miss-
ing. I was told to wait a while for
the entire process to be com-
pleted, after which the death cer-
tificates will beissued,” said Safad,
whoworks atacoachinginstitute
in Thrissur.

“All I have done is wait. First
at hospitals, waiting for bodies
of my father, mother and
brother. Then at the make-shift
morgue in Meppadi. And now,
for the DNA results. If they were
identified among those buried at
the common burial ground at
Puthumala, it would be a
relief for us. Otherwise, the
thought that my parents and
brother are still buried some-
where under the boulders is
painful,” he says.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,Radha Devi,R/0-87/2,
Zamrudpur,request
correction of my name,
misspelled as “Radha Sanag,”
to “RadhaDevi” on my,
daughter’s CBSE marksheets.
Both names refer to the same
person. 0040750653-9

I,Raymanpreet Kaur,D/0,Satbir
Singh R/0-202,Guru Harkishan
Public School-Campus,Poorvi
Marg,Vasant Vihar-1,South-
West Delhi,Delhi-110057,have
changed my name to Rayman
Kaur,for all purposes.

0040750656-1

I,Reshma W/o Mohmmad
Sarfaraz R/0-Kh No.2/13/17,
2/24/1,BLOCK-EQUTUB,VIHAR
PH-2 NAJAFGARH New Delhi-
110071,have changed my
name to Reshma Parveen

0040750649-8

I,Sarfaraj S/o Zameer Ahmed
R/0-Kh No.2/13/17,
2/24/1,BLOCK-E QUTUB,VIHAR
PH-2 NAJAFGARH New Delhi-
110071,have changed my
name to Mohmmad Sarfaraz

0040750649-7

I,Siya Ram S/o0 Balkishan R/o-
1258 A-Block near Bara Park
JahangirpuriDelhi-110033
have changed my nameto
Siya Ram Sharma.

0040750662-4

I,Sumitra Davi,W/0 Phool
Kumar R/0-42 Top Floor,Shiv
Puri,Geeta Colony,Delhi-
110051,have changed my
name to Sumitra Devi for all
purposes. 0040750656-4

I,Sunita Devi,W/0-Sh.Ramnarayan
Meena,R/0,Flat.No.335,3'rd
Floor,Pocket-A,Phase-2,
Dwarka,Sector-17,South West-
Delhi,Delhi-110078,That i have
changed the name of my-
minor son aged about-15-
years,from Priyanshu Meena
to Privanshu Punjlaut,for
all,future purposes.

0040750647-3

I,Surinder kumar, S/0 Shanti
sarup. Address-S-1/18,0ld
Mahavir-Nagar,Tilak
Nagar,New Delhi-110018 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
Surinder kumar Sawani.

0040750666-2

I,Surpiya Shriyan,W/0 Charan
Gopal Shriyan R/0 C2/1604,
Supertech Livingston,
Crossing Republic,Ghaziabad
(UP)-201001,have changed my
name to Supriya Charan
Shriyan. 0040750649-4

I, Tript Bhel,S/o0 Sagiv Kumar
Bhel R/0 B-231,Sushant
Lok,Sector-57,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001,have changed
my name to Rudra Bhel
Permanently. 0040750656-6

I,Neeru W/o Mr.Manoj
Kingrani,R/0-3/44,Second
Floor,Nehru Nagar,New Delhi-
110065,have changed my
name from BHAWNA
KINGRANI to NEERU,for all
future purposes. 0040750653-6

I,LNEHA W/O MANOJ GUPTA,R/O
2530-SF,GALI.NO-193,0NKAR
NAGAR-A,TRINAGAR,NORTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110035,
have changed my name to
NEHA GUPTA,for all,future
purposes. 0040750647-5

I,Madan Lal Giri,S/0 Radhey
Shyam,R/0-4/2625,Street
No.7,Bihari Colony,Shahdara
Delhi-110032,have changed
my name to Madan Gopal
Sharma,for all purposes.

0040750656-3

I,Ludimthuilu Kamei,W/0,Henry
Ginliansang Guite,R/0O,HN.91,
Type-2,Sector-7,R K.Puram,
New-Delhi-110022,has been
wrongly-written my name as
Vungzadim in school-records
of my sonJoe Thangginmuan
Guite.My actual-name s
Ludimthuilu Kamei,which may
be amended accordingly.

0040750647-9

I, Jaswant Yadav S/o Din Dayal
R/0 H.n0-939, Near Jaina
Market Chakarpur,Gurgaon,
Haryana-122002, have
changed my name to Jaswant
Kumar Yadav. 0040750653-5

I,JA| BHAGWAN GOYAL S/O SHIV
NARAYAN R/0O G-22,BLOCK-
G,KUNWARSINGH
NAGAR,NANGLOI,DELHI-
110041.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO JAI BHAGWAN.

0040750666-1

I,GANI AHMAD,S/O0 MOHD
YASIN,R/O E-341 GALI.NO.11
NEAR-CHAND MASJID SHASTRI
PARK,NEW SEELAMPUR,DELHI-
110053,have changed my
name to GANI AHMED.

0040750647-1

I,Charan Shriyan S/O Gopal
Giriappa Shriyan,R/0
C2/1604,Supertech Livingston,
Crossing Republic,Ghaziabad
(UP)-201001,have changed my
name to Charan Gopal
Shriyan. 0040750649-5

I,ASHOK KUMAR KAUSHIK S/0O
Mohan Lal R/0 WZ-35,Main
Bazar, Shadipur,Delhi- 110008,
have changed my name to
ASHOK KAUSHIK. 0040750662-1

I,RAJESH SINGH S/O MAMAN
RAM R/O H.NO-956,SEC-9 VTC
BAHADURGARD JHAJJAR
HARYANA-124507,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
RAJESH YADAV.

0040750647-2

I,Raman Kumar,S/o Prem
Nath,R/0-D-18/24, second-
Floor,Plot.N0.23 And 24,kunj
Gali,Old Gobind pura,Krishna
Nagar,Delhi-110051,have
changed my name to Raman
Khurana. 0040750653-4

I, Sudesh W/o0, Shri Radhey
Shyam R/0, H.No. E-lInd/94,
Madangir, Dr. Ambedkar
Nagar, Sec.-1V,N.D.-62 do
hereby declared thatlam
mother of Shreshth. M BBy
actual nameis Sudesh butin
school record wrongly
mentioned as Simran instead
of Sudesh. In future all the
relevant documents my name
mentioned as Sudesh. Sudesh
and Simran are one and the
same person. 0040750581-1

I,N0.15611866Y RANK MACP
HAV RAKESH RANJAN S/o0
SUDAMA SINGH R/0 H.NO
27/96/A/1,SCHOOL WALI GALI,
JWALA NAGAR, SHAHDARA,
DELHI-32 HAVE CHANGED MY
MINOR DAUGHTER’S NAME
FROM SHAKSHI RANJAN TO
SAKSHI RANJAN vide affidavit
dt 21.9.24 before Delhi

0070925428-1

I, Neelam W/0 Sh. Dipesh, R/o
EE-2998, Jahangir Puri, Delhi-
33, have changed my name to
Neelam Devi for all future
purposes. That Neelam and
Neelam Deviistheoneand
same person. 0070925415-1

I, Monika Walia D/o Shiv
Nandan Ahluwalia R/o P-333,
Jal Vayu Vihar, Sector-21
Noida U.P have changed my
name to Monica Mehra for all
future purposes. 0070925414-1

I, Kewal Krishan s/o Kanshi Ram r/o
H. No-15/37 Subhash Nagar,
Tagore Garden, Delhi-110027 have
changed my name to Kewal Krishna
Budhiraja 0130045309-1

I Avnish Kumar Singh S/o Sh.
Sultan Singh Present Address
G-7,Samta Vihar, Gali No.7,
Shani Bazar Road, Mukand
Pur(CT), North Delhi-110042
Permanent Address
Gram/Post Karahra, Tehsil
Sirsaganj, District Firozabad,
Uttar Pradesh -283151 is also
known as Avnish Singh
Sisodiya. Both names are of
one and the same person.

0040750579-1

I Dheeraj Kumar S/o Sh. Brij
Mohan R/o H.No0.228, Village
Bamnoli, Sector -28, Dwarka,
South -West, New Delhi -
110077 have changed the
name of my minor daughter
from Nehal to Nehal Gautam
forall purposes.

0040750579-2

I Madhu Devi Alias Mandodhari
Devisati Alias Madodari Devi
D/o Ravi Dutt Malguri and W/o
Chandi Prasad Sati R/o RZ/24,
Mahendra Park, Uttam Nagar,
West Delhi, Delhi-110059, have
changed my name to Madhu

0070925337-1

| Pawan Kumar S/0 Davendra
Kumar Sharma R/0O Plot
No0.125-126, 3 Floor, Chaudhary
Apartment, Shahpur Bhmaeta
Raj Compound 2nd,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh
have Changed my Name to
Pawan Kumar Sharma for All
the Future Purposes.

0070925403-1

I RACHNA/RACHNA VATSQ W/0o
Shiv Dutt Vats R/0,H.N0.556
Sector-22A Gurgaon Haryana-
122001 have changed my name
to RACHNA VATS.

0040750647-8

I Seema W/o Kishan Lal Yadav
R/0 3945/B, Shanti Mohalla,
Raghubar Pura No-2,
Raghubar Pura, East Delhi,
Delhi- 110031, have changed
my name to Saraswati Yadav.

0070925418-1

I, AANANT CHAND S/O KHEVAT
CHAND R/0 003,BLOCK-1,
EASTEND APARTMENT,
INDIRAPURAM, SHIPRA SUN
CITY, GHAZIABAD, UTTAR
PRADESH 201014 declare That
name of mine has been
wrongly written as AANANT in
my DEGREE OF BACHELOR
TECHNOLOGY IN COMPUTER
SCIENCE ENGINEERING. The
actual name of mineis
AANANT CHAND.

0070925421-1

I, Anju Kumari W/0 Naveen
Kumar R/o House No-101
Village Singhu North West
Delhi-110040 have changed my
name to Anju Devi

0070925397-1

I, Dr.Vijay Kumar Pandey, S/o
ShriD. N. Pandey, R/o D-Il, B 37,
NW Moti Bagh, New Delhi-21,
hereby declare that | have
changed the name of my
minor daughter, bornon
21.10.2010, from GAURI
PANDEY to VANYA PANDEY.
This change s effective
immediately for all future
purposes.

0040750616-1

I, HITHERTO KNOWN ASNITU
GOEL W/O MANISH GOEL
RESIDING AT 3723, B/9,
NARANG COLONY, TRINAGAR,
DELHI-110035 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME AND SHALL
HEREAFTER BE KNOWN AS
NITU GOYAL.

0070925416-1

I, KM GEETA DEVI ALIAS GEETA
GAUR D/O RAMESH CHANDRA
SHARMA W/0 AJAI PRAKASH
GAURR/O RAJ VIHAR,
KANCHANA BIHARI MARG, LAL
KOTHI MAIKALEY TAMPO
STAND, KALYANPUR, VIKAS
NAGAR, DIST: LUCKNOW,
UTTAR PRADESH-226022 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as GEETA
GAUR. 0070925423-1

I, Kunal Verma S/o Shri Vijay
VermaR/0.CB 1,201, Supertech
Capetown, Sector-74, Noida-
201301,Uttar Pradesh, I declare
that | have changed the name
of my Daughter from AALYA to
HRIDYA for All future purposes
vide affidavit No. IN-
DL00517368551289W dated 07-
June-2024. AALYA & HRIDYA
are the same person.

0040750490-1

I Vikash kumar S/O Rajpal R/O 181
police colony IIT gate hauz khas
new delhi 110016 have changed
my name to Vikas kumar.

0050251307-1

Itis for general-information
that | Sumit Rana,S/o-Virender
Ranaresiding at-A-1, First
Floor,Luxmi Kunj,Sector-13,
Rohini,Delhi-110085 declare-
that name-of my minor-
daughter has-been wrongly-
written Chhaviin my
minor-daughter (Chhavi Rana)
age-15years educational
docouments.The actual-name
of my minor-daughteris
Chhavi Ranarespectively
which-may be amended-
accordingly.

0040750578-1

Itis for general information
thatI,Bidanti W/o Hridya Nand
Giri,R/0 B-49,Yyadav Park,Near
Shiv Mandir, Rohtak-
Road,West Delhi,Delhi-
110041,declare that name of
mine and my minor daughter
has been wrongly-written as
Bedanti Devi and Nidhi Kumari
in my minor daughter Nidhi
Giriaged 13 yearsin her
School Records.The actual
name of mine and my minor
daughter are Bidanti and Nidhi
Giri.

0040750653-3

l,Yogeeta Jain,W/0 Hitesh Jain
R/o Flat,No.6A The IFCI CGHS
Sector-9A,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001,have changed my
name to Yogeeta Vats Jain.

0040750647-6

LVijender Singh Alies Vijendra
Kumar,S/0,Ram Kishan,R/0-43
Gali.No.3,Radhey-Puri
Extn.2,Krishna Nagar,Delhi-
110051,have changed my
name to Vijender Singh
Shishodia,for all purposes.

0040750656-5

I,Veena Babbar,W/o0-Vishal
Babbar,R/0-Khasra N0.513,G-
Block, Gali No.6,Punjabi
colony,Narela, Delhi-
110040,have changed my
name from Aarti,to Veena
Babbar,for all future purposes.

0040750662-3

I,Vaishali D/o Sh.Neeraj
Kumar,R/0 D-354,Hardev
Puri,street
no.13.Shahdara.Delhi-93,have
Changed my name from
Vaishali to Vaishali karma,for
all future Purposes.

0040750647-11

I, Maninder Kaur Bhatia W/o
Amardeep Singh Bhatia
residence 383,Venezia,
Mahagun Moderne, The
Manthan School, Sector-78,
Noida,have changed my name
Maninder Kaur to Maninder
Kaur Bhatia forall future
purposes. Maninder Kaur and
Maninder Kaur Bhatia bothare
same person. 0040750590-1

I Ankit Jain S/o0 Arun Kumar Jain
R/0 B-5/246, Sector -8, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 have changed
the name of my minor son
from Pratyuosh Jainto
Prratyush Jain for all
purposes. 0040750579-3

I Adish Sai S/o Satheesh C. Nair
R/0516 Gaur Galaxy Sector-
5Vaishali Ghaziabad- 201010
Uttar Pradesh have changed
my nameto Aadish Sai for all
future purposes. 0040750592-1

1,LJYOTI RANI JINDAL W/O-
PIYUSH JINDAL
R/0O,H.NO.93,PUNJABI COLONY,
NARELA,DELHI-110040 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO JYOTI
JINDAL. 0040750649-2

I,Shankar Kumar S/0,Shri
Rajender Bhagat,R/0-91-
A,Indira-Gandhi camp-
3,Sriniwas puri,New Delhi-
110065.Have changed my
minor son’s name from prizam
Bhagat to Rajan kumar
Bhagat,for all purposes

0040750594-2

I,AMIT KUMAR S/0 LATE
BHOPAT SINGH,R/O-FLAT.NO-
105,52-B.GHAROLI-
VILLAGE,MAYUR
VIHAR,PHASE-3,EAST-DELHI-
110096,have changed my
daughter’s name KRITIKA to
KRITIKA SINGH,for all future
purposes.KRITIKA and
KRITIKA SINGH both are same
person. 0040750594-3

| LOST & FOUND |

Lost Original Chain of Property
No.A-8,10,Priyadarshi
Vihar,Road
No.64,Tahirpur,Delhi-
110095,favouring Parwati,W/o
Late Zhandu Singh.Founder
may inform,Sunder
Lal,S/0,Zhandu Singh at above
address

0040750656-10

I,Umesh Prasad Diwedi S/o
Mohan Lal Dubey R/0
KH.No.15/25 Gali,No.22,Block-
A, Kamal Vihar Burari,Delhi-
110084,have changed my
name to Umesh Dubey

0040750662-2

I, TEJINDER KAUR VIRDI W/0
Jagmohan Singh Virdi R/o-
175,First Floor Tagore Park
Delhi-110009,have changed
my minor daughter name JAPJI
VIRDI aged 15 years to JAPJI
KAUR VIRDI 0040750649-6

I,Sweety alias Sweety Devi W/0.
Sushil Soni D/o. Milap Chand
R/0.-B-7A/83, Rohini Sector 17,
Delhi-110085 have changed my
name to Smriti Soni for all
purposes 0040750577-1

MATRIMONIAL

I,PIYUSH JINDAL S/O-ASHOK
KUMARR/0O H.NO.93,PUNJABI
COLONY, NARELA, DELHI-
110040 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PIYUSH.

0040750649-3

1,POOJA MADAN W/O PREM
KUMAR MADAAN R/O
H.NO.BA3, SHALIMAR BAGH,
DELHI-110088 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO POOJA MADAAN.

0040750649-1

I,PRIYA JOSHI W/O ABHISHEK
JOHRI,TOWER-AG6,FLAT-
2004,CLEO COUNTY,SECTOR-
121,NOIDA-201301 Have
Changed My Name To PRIYA J
JOHRI,for all future purposes.

0040750653-2

I,Pankaj Kumar,S/o Madan
Gopal SharmaR/o-
4/2625,Street No.7,Bihari
Colony,Shahdara Delhi-
110032,have changed my
name to Pankaj Sharma,for all
purposes. 0040750656-2

I,Puran Mal Jain,S/o,Ram Avtar
Jain,R/0,Flat.No.6A 6th-Floor
The IFCI Staff Society,Sector-
9A Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001,have changed my
name to Puran Chand Jain.

0040750647-7

I,Shankar Kumar S/0,Shri
Rajender Bhagat,R/0-91-
A,Indira-Gandhi camp-
3,Sriniwas puri,New Delhi-
110065.Have changed my
minor son’s name from prizam
Bhagat to Rajan kumar
Bhagat,for all purposes

0040750594-2

LAMIT KUMAR S/0 LATE
BHOPAT SINGH,R/O-FLAT.NO-
105,52-B.GHAROLI-
VILLAGE,MAYUR
VIHAR,PHASE-3,EAST-DELHI-
110096,have changed my
daughter’s name KRITIKA to
KRITIKA SINGH,for all future
purposes.KRITIKA and
KRITIKA SINGH both are same
person. 0040750594-3

I,Kushal Kumar Chawla S/o Nar
Singh Chawla R/0-951-
52,Block-1 Jhangirpuri Delhi-
110033,have changed my
name to Kushal Kumar Choula.

0040750662-5

I, Sunita Devi,W/0-Sh.Ramnarayan
Meena,R/0,Flat.N0.335,3'rd
Floor,Pocket-A,Phase-
2,Dwarka Sector-17,South-
West Delhi,Delhi-110078,That i
have changed the name of my-
minor son aged about-15-
years,from Himanshu Meena
to Himanshu Punjlaut,for
all,future purposes.

0040750647-4

SIKH/PUNJABI

Looking Match For 25th Nov
1994 Born 5.11 Sikh Ramgarhia
Boy,MBA And Business Owner
From Business Family,
Multiple Vertical Business
,Decent Living Standard
Family Based At-
Ahmednagar- Pune - Call
9822024493 - Or Write
Vijay@Polestar.In

0050249652-2

KAYASTHA

Fair Girl Doctor PG Pediatrics
25yrs 161cm prefer super
specialized doctor/ IAS /IPS
/IRS /IFS from Kayastha upper
middle class family. +91-
9414728624/
vivzdelhi@gmail.com

0040750534-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

The general public is hereby informed
that the 3rd floor along with roof rights,
area measuring 100 sq. yards, i.e., 83.61
sq. meters of free hold property bearing
No. B-97/ situated at Lajpat Nagar-1,
New Delhi-110024, is purchased by Mr.
Sangram Patnaik S/o Sh. Gokulanand
Patnaik from (seller) Mr. Sumit
Mahajan S/o Sh. Vinod Kumar R/o0 J-53,
ground floor (Left side), Lajpat
Nagar-1II, New Delhi-1 10024.
This is to inform that there are 2 original
sale deeds one purchased by Ms. Zeenu
Arora W/o Sh. Rakesh Arora R/o 2/11A,
Jangpura-A, New Delhi dated
08.06.2012 bearing Registration No.
9566 in Book No. 1, Vol-12,286 (Page
130-137) and the other one purchased
by Smt. Parkash Rani W/o Late Khushi
Ram Nagpal R/o House No. 345, Diwan
Colony, Karnal 132001 (Haryana) dated
13.02.2014 bearing registration No.
1266 in Book No. 1, Vol. 13162 (Page
92-101), that are missing from the chain
of documents of the aforesaid property
as claimed by Mr. Sumnit Mahajan.
If anybody has any objection, claim,
interest/mortgage, dispute pertaining to
the aforesaid property or the above sale
transaction, he/she/they may contact the
undersigned with the documentary
proof  substantiating  his/her/their
objections/claims/mortgage/details of
disputels within 21 days from the date
of publication of this notice, failing
which it shall be deemed that there
is/fare no 3d party claims/ mortgage/
objection/ dispute(s)/ lien/
encumbrances/ loan (bank) whatsoever
in respect of the aforesaid property/
transaction and no claims/ objection/
disputes shall be entertained thereafter.
Sd/-
PATNAIK AND ASSOCIATES
ADVOCATES & SOLICITORS
Add. B-97, S/F, Lajpat Nagar-I
New Delhi-110024

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby informed to the general public
at large that I, SURAJ PRAKASH S/O
SH. SHANTI PRAKASH GUPTA, R/O
19, BANGLOW ROAD KAMLA
NAGAR DELHI-110007 have
Lost/Misplaced the original SALE
DEED bearing E-Stamp No.
IN-DL56400453647141T Dt.06 March 2021
of PROPERTY NO. B-6/4, RANA
PRATAP BAGH DELHI-110007, vide
Registration No. 4029, in Book No.l,
Volume No. 9704, Pages 168-177, Dated
15/03/2021. An NCR to this effect has
been logged Vide LR No.:1503941/2024,
Dated 01/03/2024. Finder may please
Contact: 9810008152.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby informed that my client Shri
Joginder Pal Mahajan and his wife Smt.
Surekha Mahajan, both R/o C-413
Saraswati Vihar, Pitampura, Delhi-
110034, are the owners of Property No.
C-413, Saraswati Vihar, Pitampura,
Delhi, and they have misplaced/lost the
original Perpetual Sub-Lease Deed in
respect of the said property. The
FIR/NCR has been lodged, vide LR No.
2127859/2024, Dt.18.09.2024, with
Police Station Crime Branch, Delhi. If
anybody find the said Perpetual Sub-
Lease Deed, please contact to my
Clients or me Vishal Singh (Advocate)
1224, 12th Floor, Lawyers Chamber
Block, Rohini Court Complex, Rohini,
Delhi, Mobile No. 9811242783,
9213600595.

VISHAL SINGH
Advocate
Enrl.No.D/749/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that my client Ram Chander
S/o Late Sh. Daya Chand R/o 1272, Bagichi Tan
Sukh Rai Chowk, Shah, Mubarak, Ajmeri Gate,
Delhi-110006, have lost/misplaced original
Demand cum Allotment Letter, Possession Letter,
Possession Slip, Allotment Letter of the said
property. NCR has been lodged, vide LR No:
2133535/2024 Dated 19/09/2024 any person
claiming any right, interest having any objection
may write/contact with above named person at
above address/phone N0.9999699595 within
15 days from the date of publication of this notice
and can personally inform or write to Dy. Director
(LSR Rohini or Asstt, Director (LAB) Rohini,
C-Block, Third Floor, Vikas Sadan, INA,
New Delhi.

Sd/-
NEERAJ KUMAR (Advocate)
Seat No. 11-12 Central Hall,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby informed to the general
public that my client Smt. Rakhi Singh
Gautam wife of Shri Surendra Singh
Gautam R/o RZ-102, 1st Floor, Plot No.
A1/19, Gali No. 1, Ekta Apartment, Raj
Nagar-1I, Palam Colony, New Delhi-
110077 has allowed all relations with
her stepson Vivek Singh Gautam, And
has also retained him for all his movable
and immovable properties. Her earlier
debar notice dated 05.06.2023 shall be
deemed invalid. For all purposes in
the future.

Sd/-
PAWAN KUMAR JAKHU(Advocate)
Ch. No. 529, Dwarka Distt Court,
Sec-10, Dwarka, New Delhi-75
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R332, Pitam Pura, Delhi14
Mok, Mo.98100815340.

PUBLIC NOTICE
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SATYEMODER YRDAY (ADVOCATE)
Chamber no. 551, 5 Foor, Ssbed Courty,
Mo Dgdhi; Mob: 301 1202421

E-mail- svadaeTAET Egmal com

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client L&T Finance Ltd., bth
Flaor, DCGM Building, 18,
Barakhamba Road, C.P, New
Dalhl is in the process of
advancing a loan to Mr. Neera
Bansal, for purchasa of
Apartment Mo, 0601, Gih FAoor,
(176:90 Sg. Mirs.), Towar Ro.
B11, M3A Woodshire, Village
Dharampur, Sactor-107,
Kadipur, Gurugram, Haryana,
from Mr. Arvind Bajaj who has
represenied that he is the sole &
absolule owner ol the said
Property having acquired the
samé by wirtue of Comeyance
Deed dated: 12122019 (Reg.
no, 10888). Original Payment
receipts. Provisionzl Albotment
Letter dated 01.03.2013,
Apartment Buyer Agresmant
dated 27.04.2013, Ofter of
Possession dated 25.08.20M7 &
Handing over Possession Letter
dated 11.11.2019 are not
available. If anyone has any
right, liem or claim on the said
Property on the basis of
unavallable documants o
otherwise, then hafsheit may
comtact the undersigned with
documentary proof of claim
within T days of publication of
this notice, otherwise it shall be
deemad that ather there are no
claims or the sams. have been
wiaived off. Mo claim shall be
enterizined thereafter and my
client shall proceed 10 advance
the loan by morigaging the said
property,
Vishal Chopra (Advocale)
NARAMG & Associales
D-28, Jangpura Extension,

New Delhi-110074.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform public at large that my

client Mahendra Kumar and his wife

Anokhi Devi R/O RZ-F1/291, Gali no.

2, Mahavir Enclave 1 South West Delhi,

Delhi-45. have cutoff their family

relations and have disowned their son

Kushal Kumar from their movable/

immovable properties due to their

disobedient and quarrel some nature and

my clients were not /are not/ shall not be

responsible for any act of Kushal

Kumar in any manner in future.

Sd/-

SURENDER K. SIWAL

Advocate

Ch. No. 647, Dwarka Court,

New Delhi-110075
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PUBLIC NOTICE

My client HAWA SINGH S/O RAM
PHUL R/O 202, MAIN GAON
KHERA KALAN, DELHI- 110082,
has debarred his daughter SARIKA
from his all movable-immovable
properties and severe all his relations
due to her misconduct and bad
behaviour. Anybody dealing with her at
his own cost & risk.

Sd/-

LALIT VATS

ADVOCATE

CH. NO.217, 2nd FLOOR,
LAWYERS CHAMBER BUILDING,
ROHINI COURT, DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that
my clients Smt. Geeta Lamba &
Sh. Satyan Lamba both residents of
H.N. G-38, GF, Bali Nagar, New Delhi
110015, have disinherited and disowned
their son Shri Jatin Lamba and his
wife Smt. Kanishka Lamba and their
daughter Baby Anaisha from all their
movable and immovable properties due
to their bad habits and in-cooperative
attitude towards my aforesaid clients
and their daughter. My aforesaid clients
have severed up all their relations and
connections with their said son and
daughter in law. In case, if any one deal
with the said son and daughter in law of
my aforesaid clients, he/she shall be
doing so at his/her own risk and cost and
my aforesaid clients shall not be
responsible for the same.

Sd/-
Dr. Anil Kumar Gupta (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-69-R/1996

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concerned that
my client Smt. Deepa Talwar W/o
Lt. Vijay Kumar Talwar R/o 16/33,
Upper Ground Floor, Old Rajinder
Nagar, Delhi- 110060 have severed
all her relations, disowned and
disinherited her Son Mr. Prabhu
Talwaar and daughter-in-law
Mrs. Ashu Bathla, from all her
moveable, immovable properties,
bank account(s), securities and
other asset(s), as they have become
completely disobedient, disloyal,
disrespectful towards my
client. More specifically, her
daughter-in-law Mrs. Ashu Bathla
is acting against her interest by
hurting her mentally as well as
physically. Any person
dealing with the said
Mr. Prabhu Talwaar and
Mrs. Ashu Bathla, shall be doing
so at his/her/ their own risk, cost
and responsibility and my client
shall not be held responsible in any
manner. whatsoever for any of
their acts.

Sd/-
ASHISH LAROIA (Advocate)
Ch. No. 55-56, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurredas aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising inits newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

[ NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-AUCTION NOTICE

ar. Divisional Commercial Manager,
Marth Eastern Railway, Lucknow
imivibas E-Aucibon for follonnng wiark.
Admin Unit'Zone: Lucknow-MER-
Division-Commercial/Morth  Eastern
Raltway, Auction catalogue Mo.JLot
no. LJM-MA-INT-03, Catalogue
Published on- 17 0592024 at 1608
Hrs, Auction Start [(All Lots):
04102024 at 1300 hrs, Auction
close DataiTime- 04,10 2024 at 14:50
hrs, Auction Type: Close Ended,
Website particulars where complete
defalls of auction can be seen by
registerad bidders: E-Auction Module
of weralireps.gavin

&r, Divisional Commercial Manager,

CPROM-141 Lucknow
Maver travel on roofl and foot boards.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

QOPEN TENDER NOTICE (Through e-Tender]
On the behalf of President of India
e-Tenders are inviled by the CVWM,
Carriage Workshop, NWR; Jodhpur.
Mame of Work with itz Locafion
Dismantling of Completa Bogie, axla
box assembly of ICF Coaches &
cleaning & painting of complete
LHEBACF bogies & their parls and
Scraping, Cleaning and Palnting of
under frame & its components in
Camage Workshop, NWR, Jdodhpur,
{12 Months), Approximate Cost of
work: Rs. 3TT0ET12.46 (FEs, Thres
Crare Savenly Savan lakh SHix
Thousand Seven Hundred Twelve and
Forty Six paisa Only), Eamest Money
to be deposited: s 338500.00 (Hs
Three Lakhs Thity Elght Thousand
Five Hundred Only). Last date and
time for Submission of e-tender and
Opening of e-tender: 14 10,2024 Lp
fo 1500 Hrs. and 14 102024
aftar 15:00 Hrs., Wabsite from a-
tender forms can be obtained:
wwwLireps. govin, Address of the NIT
issuing Dffice; Office of the CWM,
Carriage Workshop, NWR, Jodhpur-
342001 (Rajasthan) 1092-PS/24
Falow 1= & “ E-‘l'ﬁ'ﬂ-:ul-n:.'s EHWE.'-HI.:.:-.-L

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Sr.DMMMWREAIMER acting for and
on behall of the Prasident of India

invilas E-tenders on s, ireps, goviin
site as follows, E- tender will be closed
at 15. 10,2024 14:25 hrs. TenderNo.:
222452974, Brief Description:
Supply, installation, testing &
commissioning of 25 Watt VHF Sel
with 12310 Amp SMPS Power Supply
and 6.5 dB Antenna Model CP-Z2E
and 30 Meter length RG213 Co-axial
cabde wilh suilabla connectors at both
ends, Specification as par RDSOISPN/
TCHO7-2018 Ver 2.1 or Latest, Gy
95, Unit: Number, Due date:
15,10.2024 al 14:25 Hre, Mote (1)
Intarested lendorars may wisit the
waebsile iraps.govan ftar Full
defails’description’ Bpeacification/EMD
& tender cost efc. All tenderers are
requested o obtain digital signatures
and gel tham reglstered on above site
and quote electronically only. (2) For
viewing and parlicipating in other
tenders such as open tender costing
below Rs. 50 Lakh, limifed tenders,
special limited tenders and [ow value
lenders, please visil wwwireps.govin,

"IMPORTANT"

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

10849-P5124
Fedlea 1 3l ﬂ ] 'EIH'-'iF:a.-.-.'J-.-s E] mwirativays

ELECTRICAL WORKS IN
ALIPURDUAR DIVISION

Tonder Motice Mo. ;: APTELME/24-25,
Dated: 17-06-2024, E-Tandar ard invited
by the undanignad Ior the following work
Tender No.: AFELIMG/Z4-25, Nama of
Work @ A Alipurduar Jn, Division-CAMC
of Graaves Coblon make 00 KW, Sals in
powai cai lor achadiile manlenance [ob
of Lieasl Engines and (ta Allarnator
including escoriing of power car and
LSLRD coaches for train no. 15483/84
Sikim Mahananda Exprizss [of a panod of
02 (Two) years Advertised Tender
Value ¥2 52 G8 658 45/ Eamest Money
T2 81, 5005 Daia & timas of cloaing of
iy 5t 15:00 fs. and opaning at 15:30
his. on DB-10-2024, The compléla
indarmation with the tender documean! of
above s-tender will be availabla in the
websds www, irepa.govin

DEMElsct. (G), Allpurduar Jn
@ NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
Al serving Customens With A Smile

] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-WorksTender Notice No. 06-
TMC-CC-2024-25 Dated: 20.09.2024

On behalf of the President of India,
XEN/TMC, North Eastern Railway,
Gorakhpur invites the following E-
WorksTender:- Name of Work:
Refurbishment of 13 No's camping
coaches of NER Track Machines:-
Open tender No./due on: 06-TMC-CC-
2024-25 due on 14.10.2024,
Description: Refurbishment of 13 No's
camping coaches of NER Track
Machines as per Schedule-A,
Schedule-B, Schedule-C & Schedule-D
of NIT, Qty Required: As per attached
Schedule in NIT, Place of work: To
work in Track Machine Workshop, GKC,
Work Completion period: 12 months,
Estimated Tender Value (3): %
3,24,30,979.41, Earnest Money (3): %
3,12,200.00. Note:- (1) The complete
information along with tender document
of above E-Works Tender is available in
website on http://ireps.gov.in up to
15:00 hrs. on the due date of tender
opening. (2) Bids other than in the form
of E-Bids shall not be accepted against
above Tenders. For this purpose,
venders are required to get themselves
registered with IREPS website along
with class-Ill Digital signature
certificates issued by CCA under IT-Act
2000. (3) Rates entered into Financial
Rate page and duly signed digitally shall
only be considered. Rates and any
other financial entity in any other
form/letter head if attached by vendor
shall be straight way ignored and shall
not be considered. (4) Documents being
attached should be signed by the
tenderer on its body. (5) Earnest Money
should be deposited through online. (6)
Tenderers quoting financial conditions
deviating from tender condition
stipulated in tender document are
required to quantify its implications in
financial term duly enclosing the
calculation sheet supporting with
authentic documents, so that the impact
of such financial condition on the offer
may be worked out to decide inter-se-
position of offers. In case tenderer
quotes such financial condition without
quantifying its financial implications,
such tenders/offers shall be summarily
rejected, for which Railway
Administration shall not entertain any
correspondence. (7) Tenderers are
requested to read complete tender
document carefully. (8) In case of any
difficulty helpdesk available on the
website of IREPS may be approached.
1. Executive Engineer/TMC-9794845264
2. SSE(TMC)/HQ-9794840293
Executive Engineer/TMC
CPRO/W-256 Gorakhpur

*DONOT TRAVEL WITH INFLAMMABLE ARTICLE IN TRAIN"

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

Whereas complaint has been

DP/12394/N/2024
(Court Matter)

(SEE SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.)

person|s) Meohd. Khaili S/o Mohd. Farukh R/o H. No. 164, Gali No.
3, Mallan Wali Gali, Madarsa Aliya Chhoti Masjid, Khureji Khas,
Mew Delhi-110051 also at Khalil Properties and Contractor,
A-283/3, Near Petrol Pump, Glai Community Centre Wali,
Khureji Khas, New Delhi-110051 has committed (or are suspected
to have committed) the offence in case CC No. 1362018 U/s 138 NI
Act, PS Subzi Mandi, Delhi and it has been returned to a Warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused person(s) Mohd.
Khaili can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused person{s) Mohd. Khaili has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant). Proclamation are hereby made that the said accused
person(s) Mohd. Khaili of case CC No, 13620/18 U/s 138 NI Act,
PS Subzi Mandi, Delhi are required to appear before this court to
answer the said complaint on or before dated 29.11.2024

Metropolitan Magistrate (NI Act)-05

made before me that accused

By Order
Divya Gupta

Room Mo, 02, Ground Floor
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr.PC)

in case FIR No.165/2021

DP/12629/N/2024

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Shyam Sunder @ Olanga S/o Sh. Atar Singh R/o Village
Ahmadgarh, PS Jhinjhana, Distt. Shamli, UP has
commitied (or is suspected to have committed) the offence

Timarpur, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arresl thereupon issued thal the said accused Shyam
Sunder @ Olanga cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown ta my satisfaction that the said accused Shyam
Sunder @ Olanga has absconded {or is concealing himself
to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Shyam
Sunder @ Olanga of FIR No.165/2021 u/s 356/379/34 IPC,
P.S. Timarpur, Delhi is required to appear before this Court
to answer the said complaint on or before 29.10.2024.

Judicial Magistrate First Class-02, Central District

u/s 356/379/34 IPC, PS.

By Order
sh. Apoorv Gupta

Room Mo. 26, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

29.10.2024.

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Where as complaint has been made before me that accused Rahul @
badal 5/0 , Sanjay, R/o- H.No. 9658, Gali No.11, Multani Dhanda
Paharganj, Delhi has commitied {or suspected to have committed) the
offence in case registered vide FIR No. 50,2022, U/s 356/379 IPC, and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said
accused Rahul @ badal cannot be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said Rahul @ badal has absconded { or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Rahul @ badal of
case FIR No.50/2022, U/s 356/379 IPC, is required to appear before this
court {or before me) to answer the complaint on before the day of

DP/12379/NDD/2024(Court Matter)

By Order

Ms. Isha Singh

Metropolitian Magistrate-03,
Room No.18

Main Building

Patiyala House Court, Delhi
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The Kovind Committee
assumed, wrongly, that the
NDA government will be able
to pass the Constitution
Amendments Bills in
Parliament. On the contrary;,
the Opposition can easily
muster 182 MPs in the Lok
Sabha and 83 MPs in the
Rajya Sabha to defeat the
Bills. One Nation One
Election is intended to impose
One Narrative on a plural and
diverse country. ONOE will, I
hope, be dead on arrival

Kovind committee report: dead on arrival

THETRUE intention of the governmentin
constituting the High Level Committee on
Simultaneous Elections was exposed by the
Terms of Reference. The first ToR asked the
Committee to “examine and make rec-
ommendations for holding simultaneous
elections .....” The Committee’s implied
mandate was to recommend that simul-
taneous elections to the Lok Sabha and the
28 states of India (and the Union
Territories with Legislative Assemblies)
were feasible and desirable. It had no man-
date to make a recommendation against
the idea of holding simultaneous elec-
tions. The Committee faithfully fulfilled
the mandate.

NO SCHOLARLY BODY

The composition of the Committee
also betrayed the bias in the so-called
study. Only one among the Chairman
and 8 members was a constitutional ex-
pert. Another member was well-versed
in parliamentary procedure but had not
practised or taught law. Two were politi-
cians and one was a bureaucrat-turned-
politician. Three were life-long civil ser-
vants. The appointment of Mr Ram Nath
Kovind to the Chair was an adornment
and may have been intended to add grav-
itas to the Committee. Whatever the
Committee was, it certainly was not a
body of constitutional scholars.

As widely expected, the Committee

recommended that elections to the Lok
Sabha and the state assemblies should
be held once in five years simultaneously.
To the best of my knowledge, there is no
precedent in any large, federal and dem-
ocratic country. The comparable mod-
els are the United States, Australia,
Canada and Germany. In the U.S., elec-
tions to the House of Representatives are
held once in two years, elections to the
office of President and Governors are
held once in four years and not simulta-
neously, and elections to the Senate are
held over six years in three biennial cy-
cles. Recently, two states of the Federal
Republic of Germany — Thuringia and
Saxony — held elections according to
their own election cycle that was differ-
ent from the election cycle to the
Bundestag (National parliament).

The Kovind Committee was explor-
ing an idea that was the anti-thesis of a
federal, parliamentary democracy. In a
parliamentary democracy, the elected
government is responsible to the peo-
ple’s representatives every day and
there is no assured term for the
Executive. The choice of the political
model was debated by the Constituent
Assembly. The Constitution-makers re-
jected decisively the Presidential system
and opted for the parliamentary system,
because they believed that the parlia-
mentary system would be more suit-
able to India’s heterogeneity.

FORMULAE &
FORMULATIONS

The Kovind Committee report is a mix-
ture of arcane algebraic formulae and sim-
plistic legal formulations. The Committee
has acknowledged that the proposal to
hold simultaneous elections would require
amendments to the Constitution: new
Articles 82A, 83(3),83(4), 172(3), 172(4),
324A,325(2) and 325(3) will be intro-
duced and Article 327 will be amended.
The effect of these new provisions and
amendments will be to synchronize the
end date of the life of a State Assembly with
the end date of the life of the Lok Sabha.

Suppose the Constitutional amend-
ments are passed in November-
December 2024 (as hinted by the gov-
ernment) and simultaneous elections
are scheduled in 2029. State Assemblies
that will be elected in 2025, 2026, 2027
and 2028 (altogether 24) will have their
term curtailed by 1 to 4 years! Imagine
electing a State Assembly in 2027 for only
two years or in 2028 for just one year!
Why would the people of the State and
the political parties accept such an elec-
tion? Worse, if an election threw up a
hung Assembly; or if an elected State
government is defeated on the floor of
the Assembly; or if a chief minister re-
signed and no one is able to muster ama-
jority: in such situations there will be a
fresh election for the remainder of the

term of five years which could be even
for a few months! Such elections would
be farcical and only political parties or
candidates with lots of money (remem-
ber electoral-bond rich parties) can con-
test such elections. The recommenda-
tions will give a handle to the chief
minister to keep his disgruntled MLAs
on leash by holding out a threat of fresh
elections for a truncated term.

NO FREE PASS

Kovind Committee recommendations
fly in the face of history. In the 7 decades
of elections between 1951 and 2021, there
was a period of instability in only two
decades, 1981-1990 and 1991-2000. There
has been remarkable stability since 1999.

Further, most state governments/
Assemblies completed 5 years. Staggered
elections did not affect economic growth:
the UPA delivered an average growth rate
of 7.5 per cent over 10 years and the NDA
has claimed thatitdid betterinits 10 years.

The Kovind Committee assumed,
wrongly, that the NDA government will be
able to pass the Constitution Amendments
Bills in Parliament. On the contrary, the
Opposition can easily muster 182 MPs in
the Lok Sabha and 83 MPs in the Rajya
Sabha to defeat the Bills. One Nation One
Election is intended to impose One
Narrative on a plural and diverse country.
ONOE will, I hope, be dead on arrival.

inside
TRACK
COOMIKAPOOR

SHIFT FROM NAGPUR

IN THE run-up to its centenary next year,
the RSS will move into new quarters in
Delhi, far more spacious than its original
campus in Nagpur. Three towers, a dozen
storeys high, are near completion in
Delhi’s Jhandewalan. The central tower
has four elevators, X-ray machines at en-
try points, a convention hall, offices and
residential rooms. The CISF has been in-
ducted for security checks. Top RSS func-
tionaries, including second in command
Dattatreya Hosabale and joint general sec-
retary Arun Kumar, will officiate from the
building, which s already operational. The
first tower will house RSS-affiliated or-
ganisations, including publications
Organiser and Panchjanya. The third tower
is for guest accommodation.

With the RSS’s key decision-makers
stationed in Delhi, will its headquarters in
Nagpur, where sarsanghchalak Mohan
Bhagwat resides, continue to remain its
head office? Incidentally, at the recent
closed-door session of the RSS meet in
Palakkad, Kerala, Bhagwat had asked
members to reduce their dependence on
the government and not look at the RSS as
a potential gateway for entry into the BJP.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The release of the series IC 814: The
Kandahar Hijack has sparked fresh recol-
lections of the chilling hijack. One interest-
ing titbit not known is that the high-level
teamdiscussing the safe release of the pas-
sengers was regularly served Parsi food.
Then External Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh later complained to a friend that by
the end he was thoroughly sick of dhansak,
aspecial Parsi dal. PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
birthday, December 25, was aday after the
hijack and his friend, industrialist Nusli
Wadia, customarily sent the gourmet PM
vast quantities of choice Parsi fare. The fes-
tive cuisine came in handy during the long-
drawn-out late-night discussions.

JOINING THE DOTS

PM Narendra Modi has been criticised
for urging US President Joe Biden to use his
good offices to impress on the Bangladesh
government the need to protect the coun-
try’s minorities. India as the premier power
in the sub-continent should have sufficient
leverage in its own right, rather than sup-
plicating to an outside super power, some
argue. India, however, is realisticenough to
trace the fingerprints of the US in the ouster
of Sheikh Hasina and installation of

Muhammad Yunus, a close friend of the
Democratic party and the Clinton
Foundation, as the chief adviser in
Bangladesh. While Hasina had once
claimed that the US antagonism towards
her regime was linked to thwarted efforts to
gain control of St Martin Island, anideal mil-
itary base strategically located to monitor
Chinese movements over the Strait of
Malacca, there were additional reasons for
the US to adopt an unusually adversarial
role towards Hasina’s government. The US
was unhappy with Bangladesh for permit-
ting the Chinese to build Asia’s largest sub-
marine base at Cox Bazar and construct the
Padma bridge. Russia’s funding of a nuclear
power plant at Rooppur was another black
mark against Bangladesh, which is near
Myanmar, a military dictatorship with ex-
tremely close ties to China.

Indian security agencies have observed
that the anti-Hasina student demonstra-
tors who staged a coup were remarkably
disciplined and not anti-India at the start.
Neither the big Indian companies located
inBangladesh, nor the Indian government’s
properties, other than one cultural centre,
were targeted. The crowds that stormed the
presidential palace later returned much of
the loot, including cash. If the Indian gov-
ernment does not seem very rattled by
Bangladesh’s demand to hand over Hasina,
itis perhaps because the former Bangladesh
premier is reportedly sheltered presently
on the premises of aleading Western multi-
national companyin India(Inaleaked tele-
phone call, Hasina stated that she was notin
Delhi). Unfortunately, history shows us that
the US Department of State often rides
tigers that it cannot dismount. The recent
attacks on Hindu homes and templesisan
illustrative example.

ON THE SAME PAGE

Arvind Kejriwal’s political gamble to
dissolve the Delhi Legislative Assembly
and hold early polls ironically actually cor-
responds with the wishes of the Delhi BJP.
His hope is that the election would serve
as a referendum to demonstrate that the
electorate believes his innocence in the
Delhi excise case allegedly foisted on him
by the ED and that it will re-elect him as
CM. Weeks earlier, a delegation of Delhi
BJP workers met Amit Shah and requested
that the Delhi Assembly polls, due next
February, be advanced. One suggestion
was to convert the Assembly back into a
Legislative Council. The argument for an
early poll was that the BJP would benefit
from a split in the AAP and Congress vote
(InHaryana, the two parties failed to reach
anunderstanding). The BJPis confident of
a victory after its impressive show in the
Lok Sabha polls, where it got more votes
than the AAP and Congress combined. A
victory in the Capital will be a morale
booster for the ruling party and detract
from possible setbacks in the impending
Haryana and Maharashtra polls.

History

HEADLINE
AMITKAMATH

ASK FOR trivia involving the history of
Indian chess and it is entirely possible that
the answer invariably points in the direc-
tion of Viswanathan Anand. He is, after all,
the man who became the first grandmas-
ter from India, was the first Indian to win
the World Junior Chess Championship,
became the first senior world champion
from India and is the first Indian to be
World No 1.

But there was one feat that another
Indian chess player achieved long before
Anand had the chance to. At the 1980
Olympiad in Malta, when Anand would
have been just 11 years of age, Mohamed
Rafiq Khan bagged India its first-ever
medal — a silver — on the third board at
the Chess Olympiad.

The Chess Olympiad, first held in 1927,
is the most prestigious event for national
teams in the sport. It is a collective flex-
ing of the muscle in a sport thatis largely
individualistic. Any nation can luck out
and discover one star with the potential
to become the world champion. But to
win Olympiad medals, you need at least
three players of exceptional ability. The
unique format of the Olympiad means
that every nation designates players on
the four boards, with the top board play-
ers usually being the strongest player in
the team. And while the Olympiad is a
team event, there are also medals for each
individual board.

Both the current Indian teams at this
year’s Olympiad in Budapest, which
started on September 10 and ends on
September 23, in the open and the
women’s sections — are stacked with
world-beaters and are likely to return
home with medals. If they do, it will be a
coming-of-age moment for Indian chess,
which started sending teams to the
Olympiad from 1956. Almost all of the 10
players competing for India at the
Budapest Olympiad have similar stories
in the sport: they had access to cutting-
edge technology, like chess engines, and
got coaching from elite grandmasters very
early on in their tryst with the sport.

This is what makes Khan's story stand
out even more. He was a carpenter who
fell in love with chess after learning the
sportonthe patiyas ofBhopal. Patiya is
slang for a slab of stone or wood that is
placed in front of tea shops or the veran-
dahs in front of homes in Bhopal.

Starting his tryst with chess as a
patiya player, Khan never became a
grandmaster or even an international
master — the top two titles chess players
can hope to achieve. However, his kind

Before Anand, India had
a chess star: Rafiq Khan

Mohamed Rafiq Khan, who bagged India its first-ever medal in the 1980
Olympiad in Malta, was a carpenter who fell in love with chess after learning it
on the patiyas of Bhopal. Courtesy: Madhya Pradesh Chess Association/Akshat Khamparia

heart and skills on the chessboard did earn
him the respectful moniker of Ustaad on
Madhya Pradesh’s chess scene.

The form of chess that Khan learnt on
the patiyas of Bhopal was a slightly dif-
ferent version of international chess: in
desi chess, pawns could only move one
square ahead as compared to the modern
game, where pawns can jump ahead two
squares with their first move. But that
mattered for little when he played com-
petitively. Khan won the state champi-
onship the first time he competed in it.
Back then, there was a two-tiered national
championship in chess: National A and
National B. Players who did well in
National B would make the cut for
National A. Playing in the National A back
then was a matter of prestige.

“Rafiq ji had what you would call a
natural talent. He could not read any chess
books because books back then would ex-
clusively be in English or Russian. And he
was not educated. Despite that, he was a
formidable player. His game play was very
practical. Not knowing how to read chess
books meant that he had very little theo-
retical knowledge, so he would not do
well in the openings. But he would make
up for it in the middle and end games,”
Akshat Khamparia, Madhya Pradesh’s first
International Master, who is now a func-
tionary in the Madhya Pradesh Chess
Association, tells The Indian Express.

“As a person, despite the heights his
game reached, he was very down to earth.

He was Madhya Pradesh’s first FIDE
Master. A genius. If he had received sup-
port in those days from the state associa-
tion, he could have become our first
grandmaster. The state still does not have
one. He was grandmaster material,”
Khamparia adds.

Having known Khan, who died in July
2019, Khamparia says that for many
Madhya Pradesh players, Ustaad was a
resource in the pre-computer days of chess.
“Now you have computers that feed you
the best moves. But back then, you had to
calculate everything yourself. This was the
age of classical games being adjourned,
when players would come back and re-
sume the game the next day and would
spend the night plotting their play ahead.
He would be of great help to any player
fromMadhya Pradesh in those days. People
would keep him awake all night as they
huddled over the board and tried to figure
out their next moves,” says Khamparia.

The silver medal at the Malta
Olympiad aside, Khan’s most memorable
exploits on the chessboard involved de-
feating Belgian chess player Albéric
O’Kelly de Galway twice by using the
O’Kelly Sicilian, a chess variation in the
Sicilian Defence.

What was so remarkable about those
two wins? The defeats were remarkable
becausea patiya player from Bhopal de-
feated a Belgian master by using a varia-
tion named after the latter, who was one
of the foremost exponents of the move.

On the
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PARENTS PERPETUALLY bemoaning the
fact that their adolescents are attached to
their devices may heave a sigh of relief
that Instagram has announced sweeping
changes to protect users under 18. Their
posts will be made private by default and
notifications to minors will end at 10 pm
to promote sleep. For tech-savvy kids, it's
pretty easy to bypass these restrictions,
but having some guard rails in place is bet-
ter than having none. By now, we’re all fa-
miliar with the worrying data out there
about the havoc these addictive and anx-
iety-inducing platforms can create. It’s not
just inappropriate content or too much
screen time that parents need to worry

The young girl’s world

about. Social media has irrevocably al-
tered childhood. And not for the better.
At 13, I was climbing trees and reading
Archie comics. My daughter, at the same
age, is fascinated by 2-minute make-up
reels that transform faces, knows every
value-for-money beauty product available
and has a “skin-care routine”. Far be it that
it'’s enough for her to play with mom’s
make-up like it was for me; her birthday
money is saved up for the mind-boggling
range of cosmetics available, deaf to my im-
ploring that she simply doesn’t need it. It
doesn’t augur well for their future that this
age group scathingly dismisses MAC and
Bobby Brown as “aunty make-up”, calling
out their pricing, pointing to dupes equally
good, available at half the price. Influencer
culture — 15-year-old brand ambassadors
on Instagram posting their “get ready with

me” shorts, evaluating lip glosses and high-
lighters have lakhs of followers — and are
all the rage with girls between 10 and 14
years. Considering the shift in attitudes to-
wards self-expression, there are no straight
answers to the perplexing question: whatis
the right age to start wearing make-up?
Thirteen seems absurd. It almost makes
one nostalgic for the Victorian era, when the
purchase of cosmetics was taboo, other
than for people in the performing arts.
However, that doesn’t mean girls weren'’t
in hot pursuit of rosy cheeks back then as
well; except, societal pressures meant they
had to go to great lengths to hide the artifi-
cial enhancements they used to achieve a
radiant glow. One rather basic technique
was two hard pinches to the face, an effec-
tive if brutal way to create an illusion of
(temporary) bloom. The very readable The

Ladies’ Book of Etiquette and Manual of
Politeness (1860) extols the effects of beet-
root juice and mustard paste to work up a
pretty flush, despite the unpleasant sensa-
tion of a smarting face on application.
Instead of frowning upon what s essentially
harmless exploration, perhaps, moms of
tween should be grateful for the invention
of hypoallergenic rouge instead.

The discovery of personal beauty and
attraction, arite of passage to young adult-
hood, used to happen alot later. Since life
is yet to happen to them, middle school-
ers retain the ability to live firmly in the
moment, deeply absorbed in the magic
and drama of learning and forming
friendships. There was a larger window
to transition between childhood and girl-
hood, a critical time when girls are old
enough to know they're becoming
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women but aren’t yet wracked by self-
consciousness. These days, the preteen
wonder years, a time of innocence, is lost,
because the social rewards for hyper fem-
ininity begin way too early. Girls can’t just
be themselves because the narcissistic,
superficial content they’re consuming
gently manipulates them into believing
they need to be something else.

Backin the 1980s and 1990s, across the
convent schools dotting India, you'd geta
rap on your knuckles for wearing nail pol-
ish or kajal. The stern message being to
stay grounded: appearances are not real-
ity. Today’s virtual life demands the oppo-
site from girls, that they seek validation
from their peers online. The psychologi-
cal cost to viewing airbrushed lives is that
we feel compelled to airbrush our own.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films
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Kashmir
and Pakistan

IN THIS column, I have explained more
than once that as a political columnist my
jobis to write about politicians, their poli-
cies, their governance, their flaws and
foibles. I try to do this as honestly as pos-
sible. When I was a Modi supporter, |
made my position crystal clear right here.
When I thought it was necessary to point
out that Parliament had become a private
club for political princes and princelings,
I made this clear. For the record, I am no
longer a Modi Bhakt. And still believe that
hereditary democracy is a bad idea.

This introductory explanation was
needed because it seems that neither the
Dynasty’s devotees, nor my former pals
in the Modi Bhakt club believe me. No
sooner does this column appear, than my
timeline fills up with abuse and accusa-
tions. This time, it is Congress Party
spokespersons and trolls on the warpath
because I wrote that it was wrong for
Rahul Gandhi to have said that the Lok
Sabha election was rigged. And wrong
for him to say that Sikhs in India were in
danger of losing the right to wear tur-
bans and ‘kadas’.

So, Dynasty devotees, sycophants and
bootlickers took to social media to hurl
abuse at me and charge me with ‘bias’and
‘hatred’. Ironically, they sound exactly like
their comrades in the BJP. The only thing
that makes Narendra Modi’s trolls worse
is that along with wrongly charging me
with being a courtier in the Dynasty’s dur-
bar, they charge me with being anti-na-
tional, treasonous and a ‘Hindu-hater’. My
advice to both categories of trolls is, please
spend some time introspecting on your
own prejudices and half-formed political
opinions. [ am bored of listening to the
same nonsense.

Now let me get to what I intended to
really write about this week. I have been
following the election campaign in
Jammu & Kashmir closely, and am disap-
pointed and more than a little disheart-
ened by the speeches made by the Prime
Minister and Home Minister. Last week,
the Prime Minister in a speech in Katra
asked voters to not vote for the Congress
Party because it was promoting an agenda
that was the same as that of Pakistan. He
said, “Maybe there is no enthusiasm about
the alliance of the NC (National
Conference) and Congress here (in J&K),
but the neighbouring country is very ex-
cited. Unki balle-balle Pakistan mein ho rahi
hai.” Loosely translated, this means they
are favourites in Pakistan.

The Home Minister, as usual, went
one step further and said it was evident
that the Congress Party and Pakistan had
the same agenda. In a post on social me-
dia, Amit Shah had this to say, “Be it ask-
ing for proof of air strikes and surgical
strikes or saying objectionable things
about the Indian Army, the tune of Rahul
Gandhi’s Congress and Pakistan has al-
ways been the same and Congress has
always been hand in glove with the anti-
national forces.”

When India’s two most important
leaders turn an election campaign into a
war zone in which political opponents be-
come the enemy, it harms India. Rahul
Gandhi is the Leader of the Opposition
now, so to charge him with treasonis a se-
rious matter. Is there proof? Or is it just
part of the hysterical attack on him and
his mother that has lately been playing
out onsocial media? The BJP’s dirty tricks
department has run a campaign of innu-
endoes and lies that seeks to prove that
the Gandhi family works as agents of
Pakistan’s ISI. Prove this or stop.

The BJP obsession with Pakistan has
served mostly to demean India. Think it
through and you will see why. Pakistan is
bankrupt, politically dysfunctional and
subservient to China. To seriously believe
thatitis capable of being India’s equal is be-
yond belief. But for some reason, every time
an election campaign gets underway
Pakistan is dragged into the speeches of
senior BJP leaders as if it is an existential
threat to India. Of course, it continues to ex-
port terrorists into the Kashmir Valley,and
more recently to Jammu, but surely it is
those who handle our national security
that we should hold responsible. Why does
this continue to happen when we have
been told that jihadi terrorism has been
crushed and that Kashmir has once again
become the paradise that it once was?

Having visited Srinagar some months
ago, I can confirm that I was delighted to
see that the fear that once hung over the
old parts of the city seems to have disap-
peared.Imanaged to drive around at night
through bazaars filled with lights and
shoppers. And  met Kashmiris who were
enjoying the prosperity that an upsurge
in tourism has brought. But I also met ed-
ucated, young men desperate for jobs.
When I talked to politicians and journal-
ists, they admitted that beneath the sur-
face calm, there was a simmering rage be-
cause of the denial of political rights.

We should celebrate that voters came
outin larger numbers last week than any-
one can remember from past elections.
But it is still unclear why this has hap-
pened. When the results come next
month what will we discover? Whatever
itmaybe, it is time to accept that if we still
have a Kashmir problem, it is more be-
cause of mistakes made by our own lead-
ers than because of meddling by Pakistan.
For Kashmir’s wounds to heal Delhi needs
to acknowledge this.
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SIMPLIFICATION OF TAXMEANS FEWER SLABS, LESS EXEMPTIONS, AND EASIER COMPLIANCE

Streamlining GST structure: The

compllcatlons and the way ahead

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 21

AS THE Goods and Services Tax
(GST) authorities set out to chart
the future roadmap of the indirect
tax regime, seven years after its
implementation in July 2017, the
biggest question in the minds of
stakeholdersis — canit be simpli-
fied further? Aless-complex GST
structure essentially would imply
a reduction in the number of tax
slabs, minimal carve outs and ex-
emptions, easier compliance
mechanism and rates at a level at
which both states and the Centre
are able to safeguard their revenue
streams.

The trigger for the most recent
discussion on the continuing
complexity of the GST structure
was when D Srinivasan, the
Managing Director of
Coimbatore’s AnnapoornaHotels,
cracked ajoke about the “absurd-
ity” of GST rates at an industry
meeting with Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday, which laterled to a
political storm between the BJP
and opposition leaders. “The
problem s that GSTis applied dif-
ferently to each item. For exam-
ple, thereisno GST onabun. If you
put cream in it, the GST becomes
18 per cent. Because of this, cus-
tomers now say they want the
bun and the cream separately so
that they can apply the cream
themselves to save money,” he
had said.

It’s not the first time that the
multiplicity of rates under GST
have been flagged as an issue.
Multiple rates, especially for dif-
ferent parts of the same item, of-
tenresultin classification disputes.
In September 2022, Gujarat’s
Appellate Authority for Advance

—— BRIEFLY —

OYOtoacquire
Motel 6 brand
for$525mn

New Delhi: 1PO-bound
travel tech platform OYO
on Saturday announced it
has agreed to acquire
iconic American budget
hotel chain Motel 6 and
Studio 6 brands from
Blackstone Real Estate for
$525 millionin an all-cash
transaction, as the Indian
unicorn eyes expansion in
the US. Motel 6's franchise
network produces gross
room revenues of $1.7 bil-
lion, which generates a
strong fee base and cash
flow for G6. PTI

NCLAT rejects
taxclaim

againstRCom

New Delhi: The NCLAT has
set aside a petition filed by
the state tax department
claiming dues from
Reliance Communications
(RCom) observing that it
was based on the assess-
ment made after the initi-
ation of insolvency resolu-
tion process against the
debt-ridden firm. A two-
member NCLAT bench up-
held the earlier order
passed by the Mumbai
bench of the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT), which had rejected
the state tax department's
second claim of Rs 6.10
crore. PTI

India, Korea
may upgrade
tradepact

Mumbai: India and Korea
on Saturday held discus-
sions on upgrading the ex-
isting free trade agreement,
balancing two-way com-
merce and promoting in-
vestments between the
two countries. The issues
were discussed during a
meeting between
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal and
his Korean counterpart
Inkyo Cheong at Vientiane,
Laos. PTI
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Multiple rates, especially for different parts of the same
item, often result in classification disputes.

Ruling (AAAR) made a clear dis-
tinction between packed /frozen
parathas and rotis and the appel-
lant, Vadilal Industries Ltd, was
told that paratha would attract 18
per cent. The chapati, however, at-
tracts only 5 per cent GST. Tax au-
thorities and manufacturers have
previously sparred over Marico’s
Parachute — whether it was hair
oil or just coconut oil, fryum — if
it's a papad or not, Nestle’s KitKat
—biscuit or chocolate,and Dabur’s
Lal Dant Manjan — tooth powder
or a medicinal drug.

Then, for some of the items
like cosmetics and toiletries such
as shampoo and soaps, the rates
differed at the time of the GSTroll-
out in 2017.While shampoos and
body wash were classified in the
28 per cent tax slab, soaps were at
18 per cent.

At multiple times over the
course of thelast six years, the GST
Council has worked towards clar-
ifying such discrepancies in the
rate structure. The rate on sham-

File

poos, body wash and soaps were
laterin November 2017 bracketed
together in the 18 per cent slab.

In another instance, the GST
rate for food and beverages such
as popcorn, cold drinks etc sold at
cinema halls had tobe clarified by
the GST Council in July 2023.
While some cinema halls were
charging a 5 per cent GST rate for
food and beverage served at their
premises, at par with the 5 per
cent tax rate for standalone
restaurants, several local bodies
and states had raised questions
whether these services could be
treated the same as restaurant
services. The Council discussed
the proposal last yearand decided
that the food or beverages served
in a cinema hall is taxable as
restaurant service (5 per cent) as
long as the food or beverages are
supplied by way of or as part of a
service, and supplied independ-
ent of the cinema exhibition serv-
ice.

In cases, where the sale of cin-

ema ticket and supply of eatables
suchas popcorn or cold drinks etc.
are clubbed and sold together,
then such bundled supply be-
comes a composite supply, and
the entire supply will attract GST
at the rate equivalent to the prin-
cipal supply — movie ticket. Movie
ticketsup toRs 100are charged 12
per cent GST, while tickets priced
over Rs 100attract 18 per cent GST.

Way forward

At a time when the average
monthly gross GST collections
have stabilised around Rs 1.8 lakh
crore with ayear-on-year growth
rate of 10 per cent, most stake-
holders are reluctant to undertake
any major change in the rate struc-
ture. State and central govern-
ment officials said it would be
mainly a political call rather than
aneconomic call to tweakrates at
this point of time. Consumer-cen-
tric items, however, are in the fo-
cus at the Council.

For example, the contentious
proposal of reducing rates on
health and life insurance premi-
umswas discussed in the recently
held GST Council meeting on
September 9. While most mem-
bers were aligned to reduce the
rate on insurance premiums, it
was decided to expand the scope
of the existing Group of Ministers
(GoM)on rate rationalisation with
a time bound mandate to carry
out a review. The GoM has been
asked to submit a report by
October, following which the de-
cision would be taken by the
Council inits November meeting.

The other consistent demand
tocompress the existing tax slabs
—0,5,12, 18 and 28 per cent —
into a three- or four-slab structure
is also being discussed. Some
members of the GoM on rate ra-
tionalisation such as West Bengal

and Karnataka in its first meeting
held last month had stated the
need to maintain status quo with
respect to tax slabs. After last
week’s Council meeting, however,
Sitharaman said that restructur-
ing of slabs is also on the discus-
sion table.

Possible solutions

The ideal solution could have
been to have aflatrate withnoex-
emptions or carve outs as is the
case in many countries such as
Singapore and New Zealand. This
was raised during the initial dis-
cussions at the time of the rate set-
ting exercise before the GST roll-
out in India but it was viewed to
be complicated foracountry with
avariety of products like India.

Even the then Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley had said that
asinglerateisa“flawedidea” and
then pointed out in June 2018:
“Should we have the same rate for
food items, hawai chappals and
BMW cars?” In December 2018,
Jaitley had said that as revenue
would rise “significantly”, a stan-
dard rate between 12 per centand
18 per cent will be fixed under
GST. “The country should eventu-
ally have a GST which will have
only slabs of zero, 5 per cent and
standard rate with luxury and sin
goods as an exception,” he had
said.

There could be other possibil-
ities also to bring in uniformity in
the GST rates. Former Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) Chairman Najib
Shah said that merging of rates
would be challenging but if there
is consensus thatit hastobe done,
then options are many — either it
could be merged chapter wise or
the rates could be converged.
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Housing sales expected
to decline 18% in July-Sept
quarter across major cities

Housing sales are estimated to decline during July-
September quarter on high base, as per PropEquity report

HOUSING SALESINTOP9
CITIES (JULY-SEP PERIOD)

1,26,848
units 1,04,393

units

2023 2024

CITIES WITH SALES
INCREASE:

DELHINCR:

+22%1010,263 units

NAVIMUMBAI:

+4%to 7,737 units

CITIES WITH SALES DECLINE:
Hyderabad -42%to0 12,082 units
Bengaluru -26% 10 13,355 units

Kolkata -23%t0 3,590 units

Pune -19% to 21,306 units
Chennai  -18%t04,634 units
Mumbai  -17%1010,966 units
Thane -10%10 20,460 units

“The demand for real estate continues to be robust as even in this quarter the sales are higher than the new launches and such marginal drops
inthis quarter is a historic trend and not symptomatic of any adverse situation” Samir Jasuja,CEO & Founder, PropEquity

Byju’s ‘borrows’
funds to pay salaries
in small payments

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 21

BYJU RAVEENDRAN, co-founder
of troubled edtech firm Byju’s, as-
sured staff in a letter on Saturday
that he had “managed to borrow
some funds” and they would re-
ceive a small payment as part of
their pending salaries by this
weekend.

Inanemail sent to teachers, re-
viewed by FE, Raveendran ac-
knowledged the long-standing
delays in salary payments and is-
sued an apology for the financial
strain placed on the staff. While
part-payments were reportedly
made for April and May, the com-
pany is yet to disburse full pay-
ments for previous months, in-
cluding February and March.

“I owe you an apology. You
have given your best, yet we have
not been able to compensate you
foryourwork. Thisis notright,and
for that,lam truly sorry,” he wrote
in the email. Raveendran de-
scribed the past three months as
“a perfect storm of legal battles, fi-
nancial uncertainties, and chal-
lenges none of us ever expected”.

He revealed that Byju’s is cur-
rently navigating an insolvency
process, which the company has
challenged in court.

Addressing the legal hurdles,
Raveendran wrote, "US-based
lenders have filed a flimsy case,

staking a claim on our India assets.
But they have no entitlement to
these assets as per the agreement
we signed with them."” He added
that the trust representing these
lenders in India "has no legal
standing” and does not represent
the majority of the lenders.

Despite expressing confidence
in winning the case, Raveendran
admitted, "I no longer control the
company's bankaccounts," which
has affected the company's ability
to resolve the payment delays
promptly.

The founder emphasised the
critical role of teachers in Byju's
mission, stating, "You are the back-
bone of Byju's. Without you, there
is no company. There are no stu-
dents. There is no future.” A simi-
laremail had reportedly been sent
in August, where Raveendran
promised to clear July's salary, but
payment delays have continued
as the company navigates the in-
solvency process. FE

Crubpe WATCH
OIL ENDS WEEK HIGHER

Oil prices settled lower on Friday but recorded a second straight

week of gains, garnering support from a US interest rate cut and a
dip in US supply. REUTERS

SLUGGISH PRIVATE INVESTMENT

The deposit crunch faced by
banks and why that is
crimping their ability to lend

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 21

INDIA IS among the fastest-grow-
inglarge economies of the world,
with this growth largely driven by
the central government's ele-
vated expenditure on infrastruc-
ture development. While this
government capital expenditure
has spurred the growth rate, job
creation remains a concern with
youth unemployment touching
17 per cent, as highlighted by the
World Bank. Private investment,
measured by private Gross Fixed
Capital Formation (GFCF), has
been subdued, declining to a four-
quarter low of 6.46 per cent in
Q4FY24, down from 9.7 per cent
in the previous quarter.

The Economic Survey 2023-
2024 also highlighted that be-
tween FY19 and FY23, the share
of private non-financial corpora-
tions in overall GFCF increased
only by 0.8 percentage points
from 34.1 per cent to 34.9 per
cent. The survey said that the
capex has lifted the productive
potential of the economy and it is
time for the private sector to “take
the baton”. One key reason for
this is the reduced risk appetite
from banks for lending to the pri-
vate sector, which is the econ-
omy's largest job creator. In a po-
tentially worrying trend, S&P
Global on Thursday forecasted
that year-on-year credit growth
is set to decline during the current
financial year to 14 per cent, com-
pared to 16 per cent in the previ-
ous fiscal year.

Widening credit-
deposit gap

Ahealthy credit growthrateis
essential to maintain economic
momentum, especially in an
economy such as India where
bank credit is a key component.
However, for banks to extend
credit, deposits must grow in tan-
dem. But banks are currently ex-
periencing a deposit crunch,
which is limiting their ability to
extend credit. This has led to a
widening gap between bank de-
posits and credit growth, result-
ing in the worst deposit crunchin
two decades. A treasury research
report by HDFC Bank released
Thursday highlighted that over
the past two years, deposit
growth has averaged 11.1 per cent
year-on-year, compared to 16.8
per cent credit growth.

The report notes that similar
periods of slower deposit growth
relative to credit growth were ob-
served during 2018-2019, 2011-
2013, and 2004-2007,all of which
coincided with central bank rate
hike cycles. Current and savings
accounts (CASA) - the banks' pri-

Air India refunds fare to
Indian-American CEQ after his
‘worst first-class cabin’ video

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

AIR INDIA has issued a full fare
refund to Anip Patel, a passen-
ger whose video of the shabby
state of the first-class cabinon a
Chicago-Delhi flight went viral
recently.

In the video, which Patel
posted on Instagram earlier this
week, he had said that his first
class seat in the flight was priced
at $6,300. Patel, founder of a
Chicago-based venture capital
firm, later wrote in the com-
ments section of the video that
Air Indiareached out to himand
refunded the fare.

“I did not file any complaint
with @airindia but through so-
cial media they saw this video—
they called me today and re-
funded my entire flight...they
did make it right and it's worth
noting,” Patel commented on
his Instagram video. The airline
has not yet commented on the
incident or the refund to Patel.

The video—which showed
the cabin in a poor state with
damaged interiors, dirty carpets,
and broken in-flight entertain-
ment system—clocked over
eight million views on
Instagram and caused embar-
rassment to the Tata group car-
rier, which is in the process of
upgrading its fleet and product,
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and aims to become a “world
class airline”. A number of peo-
ple who commented on the
video asked if the airline re-
funded the fare just because the
video had gone viral, and it they
do the same for all passengers
who go through such an experi-
ence. Although Air India has
taken on lease a number of
newer wide-body aircraft with
upgraded cabins and inducted a
handful of its own new planes
aswell, anumber of the airline’s
long-haul and ultra-long-haul
flights are still being operated by
its old legacy aircraft from the
airline’s government ownership
days. The Boeing 777 operating
the Chicago-Delhi flight in this
case is one such aircraft.

The airline recently started
its $400-million refit pro-
gramme to upgrade the cabins
of its legacy fleet and spruce up
the product. However, this exer-

cise will first see the old narrow-
body planes being retrofitted
and upgraded first, and the
process for the old wide-body
jets—40 in number—is expected
to start only after a few months.
This means that it will be a while
before long-haul flights oper-
ated by the legacy aircraft will
have an upgraded cabin.

In his video, Patel started by
saying, “Come with me on the
worst first-class cabin I've ever
been on.” He said that his one-
way flight cost $6,300, and then
proceeded to highlight the var-
ious issues he faced during the
journey. “Look at how gross this
is,” he said, pointing to the worn
and damaged state of the cabin.
“There were things moving in
every compartment, everything
wasripped, or had little wear on
it. lunderstand regular wear and
tear, but this was next level.”

His frustration extended to
the food service. “This was the
food menu. Itlooked very prom-
ising, but of course, 30 per cent
of its items were not available.
They only had one of each item.
Four of us were in the entire
cabin, and it was basically first
come, first served,” he said.

Patel was also miffed as the
in-flight entertainment system
did not work during the 15-hour
flight from Chicago to Delhi.
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mary low-cost funding sources,
account for41 per cent of total de-
posits,down from43 per cent last
year. Expressing worry over the

declining CASA, former
Department of Financial Services
(DFS) Secretary Vivek Joshi had
told the Indian Express in July that
CASA should not fall below 40 per
cent.

India lagging behind
Asian peers

The Reserve Bank of India
Governor Shaktikanta Das had, in
July, raised concerns over slower
deposit mobilisation compared
to credit growth stating
that as it may create
structural liquidity is-
sues. The Governor said
that households and
consumers,whotradi- !
tionally rely on banks *
for parking or investing their sav-
ings, are increasingly turning to
the capital markets and other fi-
nancial intermediaries.

A cross-country analysis by
HDFC Bank also shows that India
had lower credit to GDP for the
current per capita income level
when compared to other Asian
peers such as Thailand, Malaysia,
China. The report said that over
the medium-term, stricter
Liquidity Coverage Ratio (LCR)as
suggested in the new draft guide-
lines could impede credit growth
as higher regulatory require-
ments reduce the amount of
lendable deposits.

Meanwhile, S&P Global also
said that “regulatory actions to
tame unsecured lending” are also
slowing credit growth. The RBI re-
cently increased risk weights for
unsecured loans which has mod-
erated loan growth in this seg-
ment in recent months.

Changing investment
habit

The slowdown in deposit
growth comes amid an outflow
of household savings from banks
to capital markets. Following the
Covid-19 pandemic, the Indian
capital markets have seen amete-
oricrise.

However, economists say that
the shiftin households’ saving be-
haviour towards alternative sav-
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ing instruments have not alone
lowered bank deposits asamove
to alternate saving instruments
would still imply that the money
finds its way into bank deposits.

“A shift in the savings portfo-
lio of a household alone does not
lead to a fall in deposits. It does,
however, change the composition
of deposits - for instance, a shift
to CASA from term deposit or a
move towards shorter tenure
term deposits compared to
longer tenure. This in turn could
have an adverse impact on the
money multiplier and the deposit
creation process,” HDFC Bank
said. The banks’ re-
searchers said that low
government spendingin
therunup totheelection
has also exaggerated the
® deposit problem in re-

- centmonths.

Government spending re-
mained low in the run up to the
elections over the last few
months and thisled toanincrease
in government cash balances
with the RBI - that rose to a high
of Rs 4.4 lakh crore in January
2024 and was above Rs 4 lakh
crore in May 2024.

‘Private sector
investment cycle is
gaining momentum’

S&P Global has said that there
are “Initial signs” that the private
sector investment cycle is gaining
momentum. Government invest-
ment in infrastructure and the
concomitant revival of the hous-
ing sector are crowding in private
investments in linked sectors
such as steel and cement, it said.
However, the broad based recov-
ery is yet to happen.

Notably, this is despite the two
crucial interventions by the gov-
ernment. The government had
cut the tax rates for corporations
in September 2019 from 30 per
cent to 22 per cent and intro-
duced the Production Linked
Investment (PLI) scheme. But as
per the 2024-25 Budget docu-
ment, the share of government
revenue from income tax at 19
per cent turned out to be more
than 17 per cent that corporates
contributed.

Tata Punch zooming
ahead to emerge as
highest-selling
Indian car this year

VIKRAM CHAUDHARY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE PUNCH is expected to
emerge as the highest-selling
Indian car in 2024—a first time
for Tata, as well as for a non-
Maruti Suzuki vehicle.

During January-August, the
Punch—amicro-SUV priced from
Rs 6.12 lakh-Rs 9.99 lakh—has
sold 142,072 units, at a monthly
average of 17,759 units, and leads
the second-placed Maruti Suzuki
Wagon R by a substantial margin
of 9,763 units (the Wagon R sold
132,309 units during the period).
In the remaining four months of
this calendar year, the Wagon R—
selling at a monthly average of
16,539 units—is unlikely to catch
up with the Punch, despite mar-
ginally falling sales of the latter.

The Punch sold 17,978 units
in January, 18,438 (February),
17,547 (March), 19,158 (April),
18,949 (May), 18,238 (June),and
16,121 (July).

In August, however, sales
dropped 3 per cent month-on-
month, to 15,643 units, but these
are likely to pick up after Tata
launched the updated Punch on
Tuesday—when the carmaker re-
vised the petrol engine line-up,
increased the number of CNG

variants, and added new features
to mid-range and top-end
models.

Tataalsoreduced the price of
the top variant by Rs 20,000
(from Rs 10.19 lakh to Rs 9.99
lakh), and announced additional
benefits up toRs 18,000 for a lim-
ited period on the Punch.

Sales of the Wagon R have
marginally increased in July and
August over May and June, but
there isn’t any novelty factor to
boost sales in the remaining part
of the year—asits faceliftisn’t ex-
pected anytime soon. This hatch-
back sold 17,756 units in January,
19,412 (February), 16,368
(March), 17,850 (April), 14,492
(May), 13,790 (June), 16,191
(July), and 16,450 (August).

At the third and fourth posi-
tions this year till now are
Hyundai Creta (125,460 units
sold) and Maruti Suzuki Brezza
(124,019 units sold), respectively,
but they are too far behind to
catch up with the Punch in the
remaining four months of the
year.

The rest of the top-10 is
rounded off by Maruti Suzuki’s
Ertiga (122,659 units), Baleno
(116,315), Dzire (116,085) and
Swift (113,870), followed by
Mahindra Scorpio (111,350) and
Tata Nexon (106,517). FE



THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, SEPTEMBER 22,2024

SALUTE TH E SOLDI ER o South Bihar Power Distribution Co. Ltd, Patna Bihar @

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM ‘ ]3 ‘

Registered Office: Vidyut Bhawan, Bailey Road, Patna-21

EE%LH
23 ASSAM RIFLES, 22ND SEPTEMBER 2024 A Govt. of Bihar undertaking

S CIN No. U40109BR20125GC018890 Moy GEM- $7e0d it Tt e
(Departrient of Stores & Purchase) qieTd Ii1eTor Helforened, JRIRER SR 330 Sifedl heRl d fhd STH &g S|
- RN G (GEM) didel R farg 9&a-GEM/2024/B/5412273 f&Hieh 18-09-2024 1
o NIT No. 70/PR/SBPDCL/2024 IS (TRIRTA) i T & | S=Foh Wall Heraradi o &I 28-09-2024 i 99
5 (Through e-procurement mode only - www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in) 18.00 &St e w1 THfaerl st &t St © | s ffeeT &g fem wd od s
) e T s R;N (LA'}‘E) TR o 54:th Bihar Power Distribution Co. L'I:I:.S. (SBPDCL), a Gu'merr.lmen: ?I Bihar Undertaking, tﬁé?{ T 39y % |
SHANKAR SUNIL KUMAR KAILASH KAMAL SUBBA invites online tender for procurement of Solid Press Board of various thickness for SBPDCL & ( 3;|ﬁ;m- LA )
KUMAR THAPA CHANDRA MBPDCL in Two-tier (Techno-Commercial & Price) online bid from eligible and experienced
3R gferq WErfaaoTe,
GURUNG Original Manufacturer/ authorized dealer of same material of reputed manufacturer as UPID-219664 Date- 20/09/2024
, , . www.upidady.gov.in gfeTq UTITeIor Hetorene™ queree |
The Tagra Teyees family proudly remembers above Bravehearts who in _ﬁ_‘??!!‘?'{’_'?e_lﬂ""-'i'
the true traditions of the Assam Rifles made supreme sacrifice while Cost of Earnest
bravely combating terrorism in Udaipur (Tripura) on 22 Sep 1999. May tender Total Money il
the Almighty grant eternal peace to their soul. Their gallant action will g sgeocy | NBPDCL | Document Estimated Depasit EII'IH. -ii, of Bihar
continue to inspire us all. N MName of material | Unit it | B i Cost .E‘-I- ' |
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY Y ¥ G';‘:fé‘;l;‘gz ietiding ' Office of the Principal
COMMANDANT & ALL RANKS ' | G5T@12%.Rs Government Polytechnic, Asthawan, Nalanda
23 ASSAM RIFLES ‘TAGRA TEYEES’ Rs ] . ; _
- T E-mail ID - gp.nalanda@gmail.com, Website- www.gpasthawannalanda.org.in
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE 1, | PressBoard 1mm | Kg | 9,000 | 10,000 62,863/- Advt. NO. - 09/2024
- vt. .=
: : ; il
il ey : e | 5000 | M| yym00/- | 4143150/ NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
[ 3..| PressBoard3Imm | Kg: | 8000 | M [Through e-procurement mode only = www.eproc2. bihar.gowv.in)
= bl | e | 21000 [ 10000 Notice Inviting Tender for Machines and Equipments for Consultancy
f The Time line for the above tender is as follows: works for Civil Engineering Work.
| B E“-"t Date of Online 5u l_"“"'“'“” of bid along with 16.10.2024, up to 18:00 Hrs Government Polytechnic, Asthawan, Nalanda has been constituted under the
SHAHEED SUB SHAHEED SHAHEED SHAHEED Fender FOst O proceangIees: ] Department of Science, Technology and Technical Education, Government of Bihar to cater
Il\l\/]ISl;Eich)l; COE?%I\)BLE é&}f&ﬁg C%ISI:TA?XSBP]IJE Last Date of submission of EMD and hard copy of receipt - | 17.10.2024, up to 15:00 Hrs to the needs of technical education. The Government Polytechnic, Asthawan, Nalanda
o o 'N‘ [:'U‘ praceIn . fee ‘53' tender i | intended to invite bids from eligible entities for "Machines and Equipment for
8 BN ASHA RAM SINGH CHAND [}.'lte nfnnemng n-f‘lfrhnc- I.’-nmm Brci al E}lr'[f-"'lrt || ].l' 1[.| 1?'1:,‘]24 aﬁFr H IIZIE:I Hrs s : - v IR = ; i
12-8-1929 TO 8 BN 8 BN 8 BN : : i b e s S A Consultancy works for Civil Engineering Work" in the institute Premises as mentioned in
22-9-1970 | | 21-8-1929 TO | | 1-3-1945 TO | |20-4-1948 TO Date of Pre Bid Meeting; 07.10.2024, at 11:00 Hrs; Venue: the tender document.
22-9-1970 22-9-1970 22-9-1970 i b o bl Bidder may download the tender documents (NIT No- 06/2024-25) available
22 SEPTEMBER 1970 For further details please visit website state,bihar.gowin/prdbihar on www.eproc?. bihargovin from 23/09/2024 and submit the tender by using the
?n 2§ Bs‘i?tf'mberf éf?}zg’ i pattrol PR- 008672 ( B & C) 2024-25 Electrical Superintending Engineer downloaded document, on or before 16/10/2024. Least Cost Selection (LCS) method will
aré)rr;nist?at; ;ogu(zy el t;z ir02;1 rgg 9] 9 O, 997 T -,Tj'f afEare| (Purchase) be adopted for each group of Machines and Egquipment for Consultancy warks for Civil
to Karong. By 0900 hrs, near Engineering work. Tenderer may bid for any one or all three group. The tender shall be
Bhainsa village on the Nepali accompanied by Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) of Rs. 1,00.000.00/- (Rupees One Lac
i 2 k. they “38&  South Bihar Power Distribution Co. Ltd, Patna Bihar
arong upper track, they were " Registered Office: Vidyut Bhawan, Bailey Ftc:-al:l Patng-21 only) and the Cost of Tender document is Rs. 2500.00 (Rupees Two thousand five
y . e
SHAHEED SHAHEED ambushed by hOStﬂ?S W,ho opened [x] hundred only) respectively inthe shape of Demand Draft from any Schedule Bank In favour
heavy fire from all directions fiewt, of Bhart A Gowt. of Bihar undertaking
CONSTABLE CONSTABLE Sub-Inspector M.S ) Negi CIN Mo, U40100RR20125GC01RETD . of Principal, Government Polytechnic, Asthawan, Nalanda should reach to address-
JEEVAN SHANKAR i i i . : Department of Stores & Purchase) rincipal hni h . h « Diet- Nal ’
disregarding his own safety, led {Depa Principal, Government Polytechnic, Asthawan; PO+P5- Asthawan; Dist- Nalanda; Bihar,
CHAND DUTT . -
8 BN 8 BN Cﬁnstgbles dShankar Da}'it, CIl(aﬂash NT]"-# PIN-803107 on or before 16/10/2024, 05.00 PM through Speed Post/ Registered Post
Chand, and Jeevan Chand in a S s 3 i ifleat il
29-9-1941 TO 1-5-1946 TO N e counterartack to divert th (Through e-procurement mode only - www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in) only. The bidders shall submit their eligibility and qualification details, certificates ‘.35
22-9-1970 22-9-1970 enemy's focus, allowing the rear South Bihar Power Distribution Co. Ltd. {SBPDCL], a Government of Blhar Undertaking, mentioned in the tender document, in the online standard formats given in
section to reposition. Head Constable Asha Ram, leading the rear invites online tender for procurement of Solid Pre- Compressed Board of various thickness for www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in at the respective stage(s) only. Last date of submission of Bid is
section, joined the fight, and together they repelled the attackers. SEFI?EL& NBPDCL in Two-ter {Techno-Commercial & Price) online bid from eligible and EHpEFiEI‘lFEd 16/10/2024 upto 05:00 PM.
Despite being critically woqnded, Constable Bakhtawar Singh Original Manufacturer) authorized dealer of same material of reputed manufacturer as detailed The technical and financial bids must be submitted through www.epracs,
continued to crawl and return fire. Dl bihar.govin before the date and time specified in the tender document, the processing fee
The encounter lasted half an hour until reinforcements arrived. Sub | uantityof | Quantityef Cost of tender Total Earnest R p : ; |:|-_ ¢
Inspector M.S. Negi, Constable Bakhtawar Singh, Head Constable Asha g N cimateria] | S8POCL (in | NEPDCL {in Document Estimated Cost | Money may be applicable as per www.eproc2 . bih.gov.in. The Government Polytechnic, Asthawan,
Ram, Constables Kailash Chand, Jeevan Chand, and Shankar Datt N. ' | ) Kl including inchuding Deposit, Nalanda doesn't take any responsibility for the delay /Non- Submission of Tender/Non-
made the u}timate sacrifice. Sub Inspector Negi aqd Constal?le ; S < ! GST@18%. Rs | GSTE12%,Rs ; i1 Reconciliation of online Payment caused due to Mon- availability of Internet Connection,
Bakhtgwar Slr.lgh were posthumously awa?ded the Pre51dent's Police : |I-n:| fFE+ ';"'lPI'Ei‘iE' 2900 1120 Network Traffic/Holldays or any other reason.
and Fire Services Medal for Gallantry, while the others received the .| -FOandor TMEEness 1 min_ | . _ _ _ ) _
Police Medal for their courage and valor. talid Pre- Compressed i 1530 Mote:- Interested biddars may abtain further information about this Notice Inviting Tender
Board of thickness 1.5 mm ' (NIT} from the office of Principal, Government Polytechnic, Asthawan, Nalanda. No tender
_ 22 September 1988 | Solid Pre- Compressed | L. | 11,800/ 29,41,120/- | 58,823/- : - O -
During a surge in terrorism in et TR s s | 2300 Mil will be accepted after closing date and time in any circumstances.
Punjab, 38 Battalion of CRPF was Solid Pre- Compressed | I | T For further details please visit: https:/ /www.gpasthawannalanda.org.in
doe;plozy; d Stgp?:;%etrhelsgtgge pv(\)/lli(i:fe. | Board of thickness 3 mm | i For further details please visit website state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar
> Tatal E550 4580 | B ok
conducting operations, the unit - : PI‘II"ICIPEl
g T linee for the above tend fall - i
engaged in a fierce gunbattle with LA PSSR ETE DO ; PR- 008646 | Sci & Tach ) 2024-25 Government Palytechnic
militants. Despite the troops' brave Last Date of Online Submission of bid along with 16:10.2024, up to 18:00 Hrs o o :
SHAHEED SHAHEED s Desp P Yender Cost & ing fass: 791 & AR, At w gE aRar| Asthawan, Nalanda
retaliation, Constables Nem Singh ender Lost & processing fees:
ggﬁssa‘;%ﬁ JE&TSSI}“%]E\]IJ(EH and Jagdish Singh sustained fatal Last Date of submission of EMD and hard copy of 17.10.2024, up to 15:00 Hrs
injuries, making the supreme recaipt of BSEDCL processing fee Btender cost
G S8BN || 38BN \cacrfice in the line of duty. S e e i e T P R e T BIHAR SCHOOL EXAMINATION BOARD
22-9-1988 22-9-1988 Date of Pre Bid Meeting: 07.10.202 4 at 11:00 Hrs; Venue: Impartant Notice reaardina Walk-in-Interview for various IHIEIE of
22 September 1987 SBPDCL, Vidyut Bhawan, Patna Program Management Unit (PMU) of Bihar School Examination Board (BSEB)
Shaheed Constable Ghanshyam Pathak of 36 Battalion For further details please visit : www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar  Electrical Superintending Engineer The Bihar School Examination Board (BSEB) had advertised various posts of its Program Management
of CRPF was deployed in Jehanabad, Bihar. On 22 PR- 008666 (B & C) 2024-25 (Purchase) Unllitr{FdMU]":hriggh“Tmém I;L?E.-i T.'-T t:iﬂ[].-’.’f[]ti_'-‘a# i?. F'I?. J08/2024 i!—‘;ﬂlfe-d ir'|l_l'..-'snfi-::;E:T_I _M[egsgagtem. It was
September 1987, while deployed on law and order e : . % notified in the Advertisement that Walk-in-Interview for various posts such as Chief Proje anager,
T ¥ 99 1 & U & IYR, T3 e AR TR 3 AR Ce Mersey St £ reencienn SoR WO L o WY et
during a confrontation between groups in the crowd. . ; : Eaanin , : el
Despite all efforts, he succumbed fo his injuries, laying DAM REHABILITATION AND IMPROVEMENT PROJECT Project Manager Accounis & Flnan-::!lz, IT Applications & Data Centra I-_E:{p&r’[ and Data SG:::untg.r_Exp-En will be
S . ’ conducted on 28.09.2024 and shortlisted candidates will be notified via SMSWhatsApp/E-mail on or before
down his life in the highest traditions of the Force. (PHASE-II) 5:00 PM, 21 September 2024.
SHAHEED REQUEST FOR BIDS (RFB) 2. ltis hereby notified that the Walk-in-Interview scheduled on 28.09.2024 is postponed till further
CONSTABLE E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE Notice. Accordingly all shortlisted candidates will be notified about fresh Date of Walk-in-Interview
GHANSHYAM (TWO-ENVELOPE BIDDING PROCESS WITH E-PROCUREMENT) in due course through- (1) E-mail (2) Website (3) Newspaper, and (4) SMS.
Pé“*"ﬁ“;ﬁ NATIONAL OPEN COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT Advertisement No. - PR 338/2024 Secretary
13-11-1965 Name of Project: DAM REHABILITATION AND IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (PHASE-II)
TO 22-9-1987 Contract Title: Rehabilitation and Improvement of Sirsi Dam (Mechanical Works) Under DRIP-II - "
— in Miraapur Distict of Uttr Pradesh SRS AMGAT BT SraTerd gror fJerd a9y yHea, AReie
. = ' : + W
Credit No.: 91810-IN ¢
RFB Reference No.: IN-UP SPMU-423006-CW-RFB g— Fifer areasmTeim il ams=or gEe
- 1. The Government of India has received for financing from the World Bank toward the cost of the DAM 2— affa aTeasTeH ':_ e Gl Ho—RDD/SD/G o DIH/ 20/ 2024-2
E!ﬁz?a n Union Bank REHABILITATION AND IMPROVEMENT PROJECT PHASE-II (DRIP -II). Project and intends to e PR e A e S ' 2 s
e :: r":ffi L.:‘; e un;ﬁ;:.::’;ﬂ] gggi};e%alr)tei)s \:,he proceeds toward eligible payments under the contractl for construction of works as 1.5 ) VT ey
Regional Office, Patna 2. Bidding will b‘e conducted through national open competitive procurement using a Request for Bids T , BRG] FATE ,:{H:““; T
15t Floor. Nasheman Bhawan, Mazahrul Hague Path, Palna - 800001 (RFB) as specified in the World Bank’s “Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers, July He E AL BT B CUE arfer E _Ii" &1 rli_ErI EI!.-"T
BRANCH PREMISES {{H{:L UDING ATM) REQUIRED ON LEASE 2016,_Revised August 2018, November 2020 (“Procurement Regulations”), and is open to all Bidders b ot HulE
- . . defined in the Procurement Regulations. fiede B @ Oivers weows St gur
ank res a well-constru mmercial premi admeasurin as : : . Tt i : Bures £
-?znﬂ ::Iq#l it mrz'ﬂgt gregi::jr;:d}- pgss;ssﬁp:f uT‘ladEEJ’ mnih‘ictiﬂﬁ 3. 1831ddeés from Indla/(s}hould, howe\;elr, Cllst-e reglgterejicwuh ihé Governmelg (zjf Utt;r Pra(]l;ii}(li or (lzther i HEdT & IR I ':,’ET s & 49 98 4 2A0FES00 00 484000.00 1000000 15 qIE
ot i tate Governments/Government of India, or State/Central Government Undertakings. Bidders from E"I'HT':'T :'*IT-I'I" -
al Kurtha, B m':'jk',ﬁu”h ey D'_St"ﬁ‘rwal E Elh;r prefe m_h"-"' on India, who are not registered as above, on the date of bidding, can also participate provided they get - - E—-- Eﬁl" L E_‘EI i it
gr_ﬂur‘ll:‘.i floor with parking on _t"""":' bid system iTE’_Gh”'Gal Efd & F|nE|r'|l_:|.E|1 themselves registered by the time of contract signing, if they become successful bidders?. ffidie foren & e awme s R S
Bid). For further details. please visit Bank’s website 4. The OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, IWC-1 KANPUR now invites online Bids from 1 B R = e e e i gt | e | s | e
www.unlonbankofindia.co.in/ e-Procurement portal eligible Bidders for the construction of works detailed below in the table. The bidders may submit bids ' 'I'E.T.Fr TaT ¥ o frmTor & | (g | ' ' ' =
m-EPmnum-Hu“i“r The bids In prescribed format to be EUt:m'ttEd at for any or all of the works indicated therein. Interested bidders may obtain further information and ﬁ-ﬁn—é 4472 WER)
'IF}IE gignai‘ﬂmce Etﬂ'l-l.‘.hatlt_]".-'ﬁ Etg-ﬂﬂ?sgtlatest by I'irg:!;“'zﬂﬁd upto 4l]l:| PM. inspect the bidding document at the address given below during office hours. Bidders are advised to T
i LEEENBSE 8 TGN reject any ora 3 wiihout assigning any note the clauses on eligibility (Section I Clause 4) and minimum qualification criteria (Section III- < aTge # FAfaeT g w6 o 2509.2024 o ) .
e e Deputy General Manager Evaluation and Qualification Criteria), to qualify for the award of the contract. In addition, please refer 3. E-Tefeey wfe o) i o e — faie 23002024 9 famie 28.00.2024 1 WORTER 05:00 491 T |
PUNYASHLOK AHILYADEVI HOLKAR to paragraphs 3.14 and 3.15 of the “Procurement Regulations” setting forth the World Bank.s policy 4. |5'|| Vo] T T TRITH — wgTes A, e ferg A ogee, i |
on conflict of interest. it |=ree & s g apy: e 12
nfli o . o 5 SEEIT STy TE G — 30,00 2024 SR 1230 79|
SOLAPUR UNIVERSITY, SOLAPUR . I idag doomen s el cnla o g dendep ol s 30092004 o 11120 . AT 5 7 s s, v o ik, AR
- : f - Gy . (AT T AT T S s
E-Tender Notice No. 234 website. The bidders would be responsible for ensuring that any addenda available on the website is 7. E'"] i Tﬁ'fl 5 r.}"l -TIITQI?HW:T“H ..FE?I 5§1 e :I?;r&[q G ‘:"’T rfin F‘j s TR /
also downloaded and incorporated. B s ! L a 1 i !
Sealed online e-tenders in C-1 form are invited by the University, from 6. For submission of the bid,rgle bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one a. At 2o v armea @ i s Online Mode g i@ 20 |
the reputed |ead|n_g lift manUfaCtU”ng agencies haymg turn-over not I?SS of the Certifying Authorities authorised by Government of India for issuing DSC. Aspiring bidders 10 fAfasT 3em vd s o i 5- HATET forg =Ten o Ty e, S e § anret o i a2t
than 30 Crores with separately quoting yearly maintenance cost for five who have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-procurement in this Project, may AT T A g e omen & o S ) e s w1
numbers 15 passenger lifts and one number 10 passenger lift having obtain the same from the website: http://etender.up.nic.in A non-refundable fee of Rs. 2360
total estimated cost of Rs. 97 Lacs+ GST The details of tenders are (inclusive of tax) is required to be paid. The mode of payment shall be in the form of online through Fres W & e e ) T L i m el R
available on e-tendering module on Government of Maharashtra: e tender portal only. All concerned please note that bidding process will not more onward if the bid wa wee @ A g9eEEe www,jharkhandtenders.govin ©g @ T G U A | e B |
https://mahatenders.gov.in from 18.09.2024 to 09.10.2024. The documents cost (tender fee) is not paid through e-tender portal. FRTE wfE
tenderers can download the entire tender documents from website. The 7. Bids comprise two Parts, namely the Technical Part and the Financial Part, and both parts must be i e fady ueEs
last date of submission of E-tender documents duly filled in shall be submitted simultaneously online on http://etender.up.nic.in. on or before 15.00 hours on 11.11.2024 IPR 336585 Rural Work Departmant(24-25)D firfrdme |
received from 18.10.2024 to 25.10.2024 upto 17.00 pm and envelope and the ‘Technical Part’ of the bids will be publicly opened online on the same day at 15.30 hours, in e = = ai-i
No.1 will be opened on the 28.10.2024. For further details please see the presence of the bidder’s designated representatives who wish to attend. The “Financial Part” shall
detailed tender notice on https://mahatenders.gov.in, https://sus.ac.in remain unopened in the e-procurement system until the second public Bid opening for the financial
websites. Conditional tenders will not be accepted. The University part. Any bid or modifications to bid (including discount) received outside e-procurement system will
reserves the right to accept or reject the lowest or any other tender or all not be considered. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified,
tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever. the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue. The electronic bidding
] . Redaistrar system would not allow any late submission of bids.
8. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security (or “Bid-Securing Declaration,” as appropriate) of
Ref.PAHSUS/Engg/2024/234 Date: 18/09/2024 g g
— . . . the amount specified for the work in the table below, drawn in favour of Executive Engineer WED, e .a-lla W Ialaal ailﬂ'illﬂ @Fﬂ‘
Office of the Executive Engineer KANPUR. Bid security wi i ified i iddi
_ - ; 11k . Bid security will have to be in any one of the forms as specified in the bidding document o e ) , I . N
Road Construction Department, Road Division, and shall have to be valid for 45 days beyond the validity of the bid. Procedure for submission of bid - g— il sieumren FfdeT gaa He—RDD/SDIGIRIDIH/A7/2024-25
Chaibasa security is described in Para 9. 1 Y ? Tﬁi‘ﬁﬁ EEEL
Very "-';h ort E-Procurement WHHEE 9. The bidders are required to submit (a) original payment documents towards the cost of bid document; I — T TR | - e R g
ery. and registration on e-procurement website (if applicable); (b) original bid security or Bid-Securing Eﬁn EFF; 2l afr 3Tﬂ;=_lrﬁ_ﬂ'ﬁ f: _I ) ?-I'TI'E[ ?{T{
F;tf-f!‘”e" Reference No. : Hc!]'{{;l'l_m BﬁSAfIUIdrIEf 07Date : llﬂ_ﬂﬂ 2024 Declaration in approved form; and (c) original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished o : : d0F @ | T D
1. Name of Work Ordinary Repair/Traffic Restoration with bid document with SUPERINTENDINGENGINEER, IWC-1 KANPUR before the bid 1) R qeH SR
E:Jﬂ n::rﬂdfuﬁﬂizﬁg:: I;ggi;':a;n::j submission deadline, either by registered post/speed post/courier or by hand, failing which the bids | |5i|i i%m | el @ s G T-'I‘ ﬁm i I:;?{ r‘.|—-|"'|=|'| 374050000 | 67500000 | 10000.00 18 HIE
MDR{183] ﬁ'_l 17P13P 14P 159 may be sieclared. non—Fesponsive and will not be opened. . i A s AE) I o | (o | mﬂl:f 53 08
160 170 18P 19F IIIIF:EIF: EII;‘ 231;‘ 24P 10. A pre-bid meeting will be held on 11.10.2024 at 11:00 hours at the office of SUPERINTENDING ey )
e R A e T ENGINEER, IWC-1 KANPURto clarify the issues and to answer questions on any matter that may o e . : P " I, TERI. T =
2] R i b 3 + 1 ? FRTH .,
e ufél:jﬁ._lre f;:r g;zﬂﬂ;J i be raised at that stage as stated in I'TB Clause 7.4 of ‘Instructions to Bidders’ of the bidding document. = i ?a'__; U?'?q] o Fn{i‘ﬂ-.-u Fﬁﬁ " '-Jj":lf;j_r‘[ Lo :h OISR | Teoem Al
3 Estimated Cost (Rs)] % 1,96,00,000.00 [One Crare Nineby Six Bidders are advised to download the bidding document prior to the pre-bid meeting in order for St e A II | (geT W1 oHaTE—25.36
Lacs) Orily, bidders to have a good understanding of the scope of work under this contract for discussion and - ___THEX] :
N Tire of Commietion 03 [Three) Months ' clarification at the pre-bid meeting. 3 | e R & ey geEvE e Ui e | 26805000.00 | 53650000 | 1000000 | 18 HIE
s TR i.luh.[i:lgl:ﬂtﬁ-l:-l‘-l'l iz 330 EP'Il2 (34 at 1130 AN - 11. Other details can be seen in the bidding document. The Employer shall not be held liable for any A HT ,3,11 A B Tgﬁm o | e i A
Tender On Website delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the m | r
. O i . i | (ga @ g —ad.72 )
2 Last date/Time far receiot 30.09.2024 Up to 3.00 F.M. bidders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the
! P = : =
| ofbids,: | S bidder. It is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to this 2 ddHlg H ]'-qﬁ_r:" SEREIEEEA) W’: — 21.08.2024 _
Last date/Time of receipt of 01.10.2024 Up to 12,00 .M bid. o 3. y— Pl ey 1 frfer o | — R 21.00.2004 9 FEATE 27.00.2024 1 SIOHTER 05:00 T T |
cost of bidding document 12. The address for communication is as und.er: 4. FAfirer wier) &7 = — wrdursss s, arder faeere e aaas e
| andBid Security A e S Office of Superintending Engineer PREy ey D 3 &
7. | DateofOpeningofBid | 01.10.2024 at 3:30 P, Kanhya Prasad 2. iy T UH 3779 —20.00.2024 HRET 0530 291 | _
B. | Name & address of office |  Office of the Executive Engineer, Irrigation workshop circle-1 cantt. Kanpur (UP) 208004 RBIEHE CIE G R o R I_|§.|$I':;= it =TH U9 1'IFIT - E!?Jrlllﬂ G E-T[':-;:I'-EIFIT A s faem uHeEd, fREE |
R T It""""t’”E-'f 'IE:;E'n-I.'IEf - RCD, HG%%E’H;!EEEE}'NMS'E Email : seworkshopidupkn-up @nic.in, Website: idup.gov.in 7. 5-TTiaeT v @ GOATH Ho — 9431323435 (= qfEd U S AT 3 TS T |
. | Contact no. of Procuremen :
Officar Package Name of Work® Bid Security*” Cost of Period of | 8. R o= 1 1 se—aT wei & Ay LT HEH &1 Al <1 Bl |
10 Authnr|tl.| to ﬂpen th‘E Bid E- Prnmremen:ﬂﬁicer E.F{i‘-_e ﬂf thE No (RS-) | Document (RS.) Completion I:;:‘sa"il EJ':H-‘I-' 1'-\.\,{] R R B ‘-E'." F$| Eh"ﬂ.{l:"r f.JTI]]I'I:L Ml]dr_. .H'r":_ ":ul'q'-'T'Ij I:I'I.I-II I : .
_ Chief Engineer(Com}, RCD, Jharkhand. 1 2 3 4 5 ' 1|;:._ fafrar e Ud HUUE # A & G- fam e | e wEn, e e # smee w5 afd aay
| 11 ?ﬂfﬁ?ﬂﬂ;’nﬂfﬂéﬁf | 0651-3510880 I 'Rehabilitation and Improvement of Sirsi| 1,20,000/- INR 2000 +360 | 12 months | IR e &I A F A R AT LB A B e I BN G R CARC R
I | - 3 = 5 " a [} '
1;__ .. . EESORTIEED 5 5'|FH1IE». W NArEnanaienders. 2ovian Yd ooidied] gl ol e Gud| v
Quoted rate above Schedule rate will be Outright Rejected. ]d)lzsliic?\:: %}ftl:rl(ifrla(gs(;lﬂ;)n(;; II\D/III;IZI?}IIlr GST)(1=n %1%2%60.00 rafllrlll;lse(llsrl(;gn) - - EACs harkhandtend s L Cd 7= i
* Estimated value me be increase or decrease. UPID219726 Dr. 20.00.2024 ' g | Frtaras afrna
* Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhandtender. - t. 20.05. S intending Engineer, .
Audi it i W upidady gov.in uperintending Engineer, PR 336474 Rural Development(24-25)#D arfior fre fadie wise, fiftde
MM St . |

PR 336428 West Singhbhum(24-25/#D RCD, Road Division, Chaibasa. |

IWC(K  P3PIORIERLApress.com




WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, SEPTEMBER 22,2024

CALENDAR 14

BRIDGE

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2496

Ifit’s your

Dealer: South Vulnerable: North/South QUICK CLUES B i r ] 1 ARIES (Ma]!' 11215- Apr 20) LIBRA (Selgr214 - OCt 23) .
ACROSS t € Sun moves Ql‘l opplng, Saving
WEST 5. Spain’s peninsula (6) a ’ before long, leaving and investments
7. Public(8) you to stand on your all occupy your
4 8604 9. F L own two feet once attention. Money
. From the beginning (8) . , . . . X
WAKQII0 10. Elaborate (6) again. You're entering a tricky matters can only increase in
43?2 11 New state cacved out of MLP Sun(!ay Se_pte.mb.el' 22 financial phase and will have importance as the week
&3 (1‘2) W o Your imagination s on top form, and you to face up to a number of passes, but don’t expecta
13. ] K Rowling's Har () may be motivated by your fantasies awkward choices. Also, it quick and easy answer. You
15, Nervou slygé 6) v— rather than by the facts. The secret is not may be time to abandon ;/1\/111 Colinettlo realise that you
: acommitment. ave the chance to set your
WEST NORTH EAST  SOUTH 18. Abuse, harm or injury (3-9) to expect too much. fnarCes anew, y
INT 21. Equipment (6) TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
pass 3NT  pass  pass 22.Empty language (8) Monday September 23 Mercury, planetof ~ SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
pass 23. Arctic animal (8) You're facing a positive period over the ideas, renews its It may be more
24. Pressed (6) next few months. Personal, professional connection with @ ?lfﬁCUIt than usual
P ; intense, passionate or you to imagine
You have the West hand and you hear South bid INT and North, 3NT. You D and dOlTlEStl? issues will all be thrown Pluto, and you could be thata close partner
: : ; 2 own into the melting-pot. ; : , .
consider doubling but elect to take the sure profit. Your lead? 1. Dobusiness(8) heaf(illngth;l.‘ an glteHS%l o pan posgll?.lyfl?e rlght, SO dGED
Aheart. Wise choice. You lead hearts and more hearts and more hearts and confrontation. You will have is your belief in your own
in tﬁ:e youls:j:: Oc:::(e)f ‘tf?:n:aDO\?van osnzr.lY(r)Tloar?e P?:p:yavr:lit?::; r::ulf ::d g. g‘?ci‘?fgllcgee{g )a pable (4,2) TlleSdayseptembel‘ 24 ‘ to Speak the p] ain truth' lnfalllblhty However, any
are about to toss the hand in but you sense there is still some tension in the y . . It’s decision time. Which way will you although please piCk your astrologer, on SEEng the
o 4. Putoutorsatisty athirst(6) jump? Will you choose to stay in the words with careand kindness.  current planetary picture
6. Infancy(8) : - ) . '
It is possible that South does not have the rest of the tricks. Perhaps your ast or make a move into the future? would advise you to
palrtner hlas anace. TLll1at would be nit‘:le. Buthow are youlto tellnow? Agllml;t 7. Select (6) 5 ioh heb f hi GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) compromise and bend to
this. Have you ever been so pleased with what you are doing that you did not 8. Regar dlng (2,2) oumig t get the besto everyt Ing. SomEthing may circumstances
pay any attention to what others are doing? If so, then you might be willing 12. Stretch ( 8) happen behind the .
toadmit that you have noidea what your partner played on your hearts. 14. Gave comfort (8) Wednesday September 25 scenes to change SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 23)
TheNorthhand: S-KQJ H-872 D-65C-AJ1042 16. Initiative (8) food containers(8) 18. The shade of a short pluralina In partnership matters there is one great _ your plans and Mapy ffee_domj
I:e Ezst ::nd;_sé A13c‘)29|;-4 1; 2-188/Z c- 9180796 g . 17. Provision merchant (6) 23.Set back after an instrument pure setting (6) moral: look, listen and learn. Other ideas. Whatever takes place loving Sagittarians
e South hand: S-1097H-965 D-AKQJ -KQ 18. Disgusting, boring or breaks (8) 19. Doubtless one wouldn't be (6) eople. whether lovers. friends or ve will almost certainly involve are now starting
; .. people, ) ry
You canseeallfour hands now. Easthasanace. Theaceof spades. Youcan dannoying (6) 24. How dECOl‘l‘lpOSItIOI‘l 20.1put up with what sort of your work or whatever toresemble

also see that if you do not take it, South has the rest of the tricks. (He man-

close working colleagues may teach you.

other routine chores are

aged tokeep eight tricks just in case you did not lead a spade.) If you fail tolead
aspade, can you stand to hear East say that he signaled for a spade lead?

Dealer: South Vulnerable: North/South

WEST

4 64

¥ 64

4 109863

| & KJBT .
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
He® pass 254

pass D¢ pass 4Heo
pass pass pass

South opens with TH and North goes to 2D. South rebids 2S and when the
bidding is over, you discover that 2S shows about sixteen points. If openerhad
aminimum opener, he would just rebid his hearts. North raises to 3H, aforc-
ing bid, and South goes on to game.If you just listened to the bidding and did
not look at your hand, what suit would you expect to lead?

19. Morocco seaport(6)
20. Contributed (4)

consumed in a roundabout
manner (6)

CRYPTIC CLUES DOWN

ACROSS 1. Twoadjacent piecesina

5. Lively turn've put on (6) gradual sequence (3,2,3)

7. Quite alot, or some, of the 2. Thelistener has her listening
curate’segg? (4,4) device inside (6)

9. Drunken cur’s swallowed
beer, becoming the dog from hell

3. Asking to exchange some
leather(8)

(8) 4. Upsetaboutlove being
10. Skirt around a hundred indulged (6)
deceptions (6) 6. Draughts, we hear, in Tony’s

11. Something warm to put on
and get after the feller (6-6)

13. Traced a difference in making
up the package (6)

15. Doing so satisfactorily, thank
you(6)

18. Panting cyclists (5-7)

21. Chafe, losing half of riches
with the introduction of the
Statute (6)

22. Goes and bans new animal

place in the country (8)

7. Agood man plugs the hole.
That'll restrict the flow (3,3)

8. Progressive roue (4)

12. Surely sounds like one making

points? (3,5)

14. Inscribe ice (dated wrongly)
(8)

16. Lives with escort’s middle
conventions (8)

17. Puts down some wood (6)

Amazonian language? (4)

Solutions to 2495

Thursday September 26

QUICKCLUES Across: 1 Cycle,4
Bystander,9 Amazing,10 Guffaws,11
Hitch,13 Yokel,15 lan,16 CCC,17
Acorn,19 Begum,21 Ached,23
Casks,24 Pal,25 Fir,26 Speed,28
Nacho,29 Cations, 31 Uranium, 33
Procedure, 34 JihadDown:1 Cha-cha-
cha,2 Chaotic,3 Epi,4 Buggy,5
Sag,6 Awful,7 Drawing,8 Risen,12
Heard,14 Kinds,18 Oncue,19 Boson,
20 Malformed,22 Horatio, 24
Peckish,25 FACup,26 Spoke,27
Deuce,30 Sou,32 AajCRYPTIC
CLUES Across:1 Bayou,4 JackSprat,
9 Ballots,10 Aloofly,11 Lulls,13
Nidus,15 Tun,16 Gag,17 Value,19
Garbs,21 Maker,23 Bushy,24 Pro,
25 Bin,26 Wryly,28 Drunk,29
Nothing, 31 Calypso,33 Octahedra, 34
GhentDown:1 Bubble-gum,2 Yulelog,
3 Uno,4 Jason,5 CIA,6 Swots,7
Refuter,8 Try-on,12 Saver,14 Dress,
18 Lobby,19 Guyed,20 Stockport,22
King Tut,24 Plumpie,25 Banjo,26
Which,27 Yucca,30 God,32 Log

You'll be happy in company.

Friday September 27

Saturday September 28

You'll be bombarding friends with your
many ideas. You're eager to find out the
facts and to figure out how and why

you've arrived at your current situation.

Distant horizons beckon. There’s a
sense that anew dawn is about to
break. Just when and how, you can’t
say, but things are looking up.

Helpful stars shine your way. You'll be in
for an easier time than many people, so
count your blessings. Yet the fact that
work and domestic chores may be
causing irritation will bind you up.

pre-occupying you at the
moment. Romantic hopes
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

The relationship
@ and Mars is bound

to awaken ideas of
the look-out for new friends
and anxious to put former
Additional attention is
required to all travel plans.

The Moon
@ issues emotional

Wednesday to
Thursday, so these should
apply alittle of your cheery
Leonine medicine to a close
this, so why don’t you organise
a break from domestic routine
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

Legal matters seem
@ play in your life over

the next three
have embroiled yourselfina
bureaucratic muddle? One
you stick to your guns and do
what you know to be right,

are reinforced by Venus.
between Mercury
social adventure, you'll be on
associates in their place.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
challenges from
be the perfect days to
partnership. Only you cando
and plan something special.
to have some role to
weeks. [s it possible that you
thing s certain, and that is if
you won't go far wrong. And

emotional Scorpios. In fact,
your behaviour, especially
important matters.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
with the Moon
powerfully
relation to your sign, so family
affairs will probably keep you
go by, you will see that money
lies at the root of all
AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 19)
Recent
e sectors of your chart
associated with
seem bound to work out for the
bestin the long run, evenif you
by a number of statements or
events. Thursday, when the
role probably.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
self-improvement.
Thisis a special
pursuing educational goals or
working in the travel and
there is any way to get other
people to see that you really

determined, obstinate and
atendency to secrecy in

The week begins
@ positioned in
onyour toes. As the days
disagreements.

developmentsinthe
relations, children and romance
have been rather disconcerted
Moon takes a more maternal

The stars are urging
e week for all of you
communications industry. If
do mean business, then get on

JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 5s o
Instructions 1 215 N —— S — L — .
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, | [y 1 5 E g 2 3|7 84
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get everydigitfrom1to9 2 3 1 N .
the answer for the given quip N ; [ ' ' = 2 93|48 756 1
ivenquip. [\ must appear in each of the 7.6 3
Cureforan___:getanother one.-Mason Cooley (9) B nine vertical columns, in 2 5 % ? E 4 5 1 E 3 2 9
each of the nine horizontal
o 9 2\1|6|7(8|4(3|5
NZEOO EGIONS - rows and in each of the |
H EHENR . OEEGE - |BEHRRAE0E
a 8 6 - b4 |/]|1|3[5|2|9|8B
EGUIS ~ TABLAS 2 | DicutyLevel 3 92 2 |[3]72[8/5[9[174[6
1s =Very easy; 2s = Easy; [ '
..: .:- 3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; ! 4 | 9 ! .? 3 4/1/917/6/218|5 3
53=.VeryHard;63= 2 E 4 (@) 516|813 /4(118!|7|2
£3]00D) UOSB]A - ‘9U0 I9UI0UE 128 :UOISSISO UB 10] 21N :19MSUY Genius n
LITvSvd ‘ANDIOS ASIND ANOZO :NOILNT0S

you might also win some with it. Maybe don’t be so
additional respect from the laid back.
people who matter.

I@ WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

CORRIGEMDUMM
Neo, DY.CE (CV SIDHITN Pub.cancel. Date: 2000 3024

Name of Wark:- Earth work 6 Embankment/culting ncluding Blankeling
Constructon of Mincr Bridges (Box bridges/PSC Slab) including RUBALHE, Canal
Crossngs and other miscellaneows works in Bahan-Deosar section From km
122300 fp 144,300 excluding tenned Partion (from Km 122,300 1o ko123 400; fram
km 124,400 o km 127550 & from km 13020046 Km 134 250), major B, porlion {from
k134 250 80 km 134,500, from Km 135450 0 km 135,750 & from km 142, 36000 km
142 630} and imporant Br. Poron (from Bm 123 4000 124400, from Km 127,550 10
128 200 & fram km 138100 to km 1358 900 in cormection waith Sbi=Singral Naw
B Rall line project. This tender i Cancelled due toadminisirative reasons

Deputy Chief Engineer (Gons. ), WCR, Sidhi

@ Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation

Public Health Engineering Department
Tender Notice No. NMMC/ACE(Civil)/15/2024-2025
Name of work :- System Improvements and Augmentation to
Scada - Automation for Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation
Water Supply Scheme under AMRUT 2.0.
Estimated Cost :-Rs. 111,99,81,856/-

For further details and information required in respect
of above Tender, please visit to website
https://mahatenders.gov.in. sign/-

Additional City Engineer (Civil)
Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation

NMMC PR Adv no./431/24

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN

WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER MOTIFICATION

- UJVIN Ltd.

{&an Uttarakhand Govt, Enterprises)

H.Q. "UJWALY Makarani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephone-0135-2763808 Fax 0135-2T63508
CIMN Mo. U010 1URZ001SGCI25866 Website: wearsi ufjvnl.com

S

LWHIL

‘o’-Tender | Ranging | Bid document
__MNos. & Date . approx )| SEee date
w=Tendar Motfication Mo |

EP-43:cGM (EY | Mo of Ph-Il 150 MLD WTP at Peddapur for | Rs, | 23-09-2024
TC/ T1/O&M Divn-{the period of 1 year under O&M Dn-VIIl, {197 95 @
VIINMeM-WTP- | Patancheru,

Ph-Ili2024-25, | lakhs | 11.30 AM
dt: 21-09-2024

eTender Notice | Mo for arresting heavy leakages with requisie |

EP.No.44/CGM(EN materials and appurtenances at different| Rg. | 23-09-2024

TOTyoBN " octiors on S0, i de i 737 g
¥ =] 1 1 iyl 1l B

2o za> |P'cheru fo Hnagar under OBM Div vil,| 12KnS | 1130AH

Fatancheru for the period of 1 yaar.

The Tenderers are requested to ugboad the infarmation on the Jp formal preferably

Further details can be seen on www.eprocurement.gov.in.
Sdl- Chief General Manager (Engg), Transmission Circle, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-04.

TENDER NOTICE: GMSCL/D-09/2024-25

SHOPS SANTUSHTI SHOPPING COMPLEX NEW DELHI
1. Air Officer Commanding, Air Force Station New Delhi, invites
sealed application from resident Indian nationals for allotment of

shops at Santushti Shopping Complex, Tejas Camp, Lok Kalyan
Marg, New Delhi-110003 as per following details:

Shop| Area
No | (Sqft) Trade allocated to operate
05 776 Ice Cream Parlour/Coffee Shop/Confectionaries
22 275 Designer Boutique/Artefacts
32 604 Men’s branded readymade garments
outlet/ Branded sports gear outlet
35 395 Handicrafts/Designer Boutique/Home Décor

2. The period of allotment will be three years as per provisions of Defence Shopping
Complex (Maintenance & Administration) Rules, 2006. wef 01 November 24.

3. The rates for allotment of the shop will be charged as License Fee
@%160/- per sq ft, Maintenance charges @Z60/- per sq ft and GST @18%.
In addition water & electricity charges will be charged as per consumption.
The maintenance charge will be increased by 5% every year. The rates
of License fee & Maintenance charges may be revised as applicable
by Management Committee SSC at any point of time during contract period.

4. The application form can be collected from Santushti Shopping
Complex Office, on all working days starting from 23 Sep 2024
from 1100 hrs to 1630 hrs @ %500/- each (non-refundable).
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) equivalent to one month License
fee i.e. (Area of shop x ¥160/- per sq ft) in the form of Demand
draft/Bankers Cheque issued by any nationalized bank or ICICI,
HDFC and AXIS Bank is to be drawn in favour of “Santushti Shopping
Complex”. Application form duly completed in all respects along with
EMD, is to be submitted to SSC office on or before 1500 hrs by
15 Oct 2024. Applications form without EMD will be summarily rejected.

5. Any clarification regarding allotment of Shops or any other issues
for prospective allottees will be addressed at the office of Santushti
Shopping Complex between 1100 hours to 1630 Hrs on all working
days (Monday to Saturday) til 15 Oct. 2024. The opening of application
box will be held at 1100 Hrs on 16 Oct 24 at Santushti Shopping Complex . Scrutiny
of applications received will be conducted post opening of application box.
Applicants or representatives may attend only the opening process in person. Allotment
of Shops by draw of lot, (if applicable) will be held at 1100 Hrs on
22 Oct 2024 at Santushti Shopping Complex.

6. For further details please contact Tele No. 011-20867237, or Email
santushtishoppingcomplex123@gmail.com

7. Air Officer Commanding, Air Force Station, New Delhi, reserves
the right to withdraw any shop and / or accept or reject any tender
or application without assigning any reason.

GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
EEEE

Regd. Office : Block No. 14/1, Dr. Jivraj Mehta
Bhavan, Sector-10, Gandhinagar
& 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257698

Tenders are invited online from reputed Manufactures/formulators
/direct importers for Emergency Purchase of Tablet, Capsule,
Injection, Miscellaneons Items on rate contract basis and details of
specification, quantity is available on https://gmscl.qujarat.gov.in All
tender documents can be downloaded free on the website: https://ten-
der.nprocure.com Interested bidders are requested to submit the ten-
der through e-tender process.

Duration of Downloading of tender document (online) :-
21/09/2024 to 14/10/2024 up to 18.00 Hrs.

Last date for Submission (online): 14/10/2024 upto 18-00 HRS.

Last date for Submission of EMD/Tender Fee: 15/10/2024 upto 18-00
HRS

Opening of Technical Bid Date (online): 16/10/2024 At 15-00 HRS.

Pre-Consultation meeting (Pre-Bid)
Intereted Manufactures / formulators / Direct Importers are requested to
remin present for pre-Consultation meeting to be held on 07/08/2024
(Sr no 1 to 218) & 08/08/2024 (Sr no 219 to 343) at 11.30 am at
Committee room at above mentioned address. Only one representative
from eah Manufacturer carrying authrity letter would be allowed to par-
ticipate in the pre-bid.

INF-1081/2024-25

MANAGING DIRECTOR

RO No. B38 Date: 21.08.2024

TENDER NOTICE
Office of Executive Engineer (Maint. ), Khodri Power House, invites sealed tenders
fromvinterested parties. Brief summary of tender iz given below
Tender Mo:-12/EE(Maint. VKhodri/2024-25,
Name of work: Hiring of Vehicle (Mahindra Bolera/TUY 300/Eq. ) with driver for
round O Clock Emergency duly at Khodel Power Station.
Estimated cost {In Lakh): Rs, 6.48 {G3T extra)
Date of availability of bid Document on website: 23.09 2024, 10:00 hrs
Last date for submission of tender : 14 90,2024, 16:00 Hrs.
For fuller & further details, kindly visit cur website. The tendar document can be
downloaded from the Nigam's website "www. ujvn.com”,

Executive Englneer [Maint.) Khodri Power Station

"AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"

HgTerd AMIAT BT HrATAA

T Sl faHr, s1d yHvEd, SrEHdarel
g —3cdlel< g Afaer smHav a-

GREATER WARANGAL MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

TENDER MOTICE

=

Tender Notice No. SE/GWMC/CTN 08/e-procurement/2024-25, Dated:21-09-2024
Fresh Works: (1) CC Road al Ramnagar Sump Houss, Nakkalagutta - Costing Rs.60.00
Lakhs. Start & Last Date of receipt of bids;, 23-09-2024 from 05:00 PM Cnwards &
30-09-2024 upto 04:00 PM. (2) RFP for Construction of waste lo compressed biogas

project mo Ihe premises. sanitafion resource park af Rampur in GWME (Recall)
Prabid Maeting on:25=09-2024 21 03:00 pm in Clo.GWMC. Last Date for receipt of Quenies:
25-09-2024 uptc 05:00 pm. Response lo Ouenesi28-09-2024 at 05:00 pm. Bad
sobmizsion start. Date 28-09-2024 from 05:00 pm omwards. Bid Submizsion closing
Date:02-10-2024 upto 4:00 pm. NOTE: Further details can be seen { "e” procurement
markei place i@ www.tender.telangana.gov.in.

DEPR Wa-419-PP/CL-AGERCYADNT /- 25, DE 21-08-2024

&di- Commissions
Greglar Warangal Municipal Corporaion

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE

Dy, Chief Engineer (Construction)-1,
North Western Railway, Jodhpur
through for and on behall of tha
President of India, invites e-tenders
1Open Tender - Two packet system],
for the following work:- Tender No.:

So—seg@Teia At wem — 12/RIZ2024-25 RWD/JAMTARA  fBie—z0.08 2024
HIITEAF AT, Yritor g B, F gEsd, AEeTel 519 e AEve @ aEr e-procurement

T.MNo JWWCanst  T-02-2024-25-P55,
Mame of work with its location:
Project Supervision Services (P55) of

w=f + i arfEe &) T 2 various works like Earthwork,
EiR ! o B AR E | Minar/Major/lmporiant Bridgas,
£y p qTerlea R09T (9 H) T TR Blanketing, ballasting, Station

FoE 4 R erd 1 m : : : . ) Buildings, Platforms, FOB's, Platform
bk R e 2k (B aF H T W o ; Shellers., Othar Buildings, S&T
]-__:ﬁrf}ma Structures, Slaff and Passengar

RWD R WE W e T e Amenity, all F\Way linking works. and

f "ARA/ a1 femfor _ Sy s any other ancillary works from

[ || TR T W6628000.00 | TEESEE | o || lngs6.510 to Km, 705.040 (48.53
J9/RI2024- 2720 Taoio AGH R kms.) of Luni - Samdari section and

235 , (rEe- ARIE)

. A1d from Km. 0.040 to Km.223.44 (223.44

FgHTEe ¥ e e &1 e 24.00.2024
5 ffaeT it &1 aifes 5 va 9w
Friger == o ol T3 99 04102024 ATORTEA 530 997 |

01.10.2024 IS 5:00 T |

kms.) of Samdar] - Bhildi section in chy
Luni - Samdar Bhildi (Tolal 271.97
Kms.} Doukle Ling Project on
Jodhpur Division of MNorth Western
Railway, Approx. cost of work:

S e

PR 336502 (Rural Work Department) 24-25 (D)

MORADABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Pili Kothi, Jalkal Compound, Moradabad-244001 (U.P.)
E-Procurement Tender Notice

Ref.No. 249/PA-2/NNM/2024-25

FfdaT amelEa o9 9l TETEEN &1 H Td Tar— Siadras afadal, anio & f@am, #4
THE, THaS], = -ﬁ_ ¥ Teoll, TS S [dies, WSk o —a15351
frega arrar® & 39 dawrde jharkhandtenders.gov.in ¥ 2w s aam @

yiowiofbo, s uhes, SreTs

Hs 1082 65 088 00, Earnest Money
to be deposited: Rz, 6.96,300.04,
FPre-Bid Conference date:
27.08.2024 al 15.30 Hrs., Tender
Closing date & time: 18, 102024 upta
1504 hrs, Detail of particular, where
e-tender can be seen & filled up.:
wiww iraps govain, Official amail
address: dycecju@nwrrailnet.gowin,

1080-P524

Al (i i-- _'|'\'H|l:ul-a3l,"| '_" MW R Al emayn
oliow LS 3l | ¥ =3 u_

wrErerd s

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

Date : 20.09.2024 CONSTRUCTION DIVISION (E/M)

U.P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN
OFFICE OF THE GEOHYDROLOGIST Name of work Bid Security/EMD | Time Limt RFP Document GHAZIABAD [I.I!:P-‘] )

Unit-2. Kherva, Opp. Ganpat University, (in Rs.) Fee P e I S T

Ma_hesana, Gu_jarat- 384012 fawell, ®io 9 I Ve W HUR 15.20 lacs & months Rs. 11,800.00/- Dated : 20.00.2024
email: gwrdcunit2@gmail.com vq ST H | SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No.- 02/2024-25 : : e -

Office of the Geohydrologist, Unit-2, Kherva invites online bid for the By e - — _ £ ,IE,"':h-:r for "Dismantling of
following work from the experienced agencies: 5.No.| Description Date and Time | |existing Common Header 900mm

Name of work P 'éid Security:

The Supply, Installation Testing Commissioning 6,28,000/- (Rs.
and Maintenance of Digital Water Level Recorders|Six lakhs Twenty

(DWLRs) (Non-Vented pressure sensor type) with |Eight Thousand
Telemetry System in Piezometers for Ground only

Water Monitoring and Integrate with Existing Tender Fee:
Data Centre located at Gandhinagar. Gujarat 14,160/- (Rs.

Fourteen Thousand
One Hundred Sixty
only

1. The Bidding document is available on e-Procurement portal https://
www.tender.nprocure.com and the bid is to be submitted through the
same e-Procurement portal only.

2. Date and Time of commencement of sale of bidding document is
24/09/2024 at 11:00 Hrs. onwards.

3. Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on dated 14/10/2024 at 12:00 Hrs.

4. Last date and time for submission of bid is 24/10/2024 up to 18:00
Hrs.

5. Last date for receipt of Physical Documcnts is 24/10/2024 during
office hours.

6. Date and lime for opening of Technical Part of the bid is 25/10/2024
after 10:30 Hrs.

under ATAL BHUJAL YOJANA (ATAL JAL)

Sd/-
GEOHYDROLOGIST

No: DDD/MEH/283/2024-25 UNIT 2 KHERVA

1. | Start date for Purchase of Tender (Online)

23/09/2024 at 10.00 AM || |dia, individual delivery line 600mm

2. | Last date for submission of tender [Online)

08/10/2024 at 04.00 PM || |dia and Supply & Fabncation &

3. | Technical bid opening (Online)

Laying of new Common Header

08/10,/2024 at 05.00 PM ]

MNote ;-

1. Tender Document and other details shall be available on Website https:/ fetender.up.nic.in
2. Amendment to NIT, if any would be published only on website https:/ /etender.up.nic.in

3. Bank Details for online payment -
AfcHolder Name - NAGAR NIGAM MORADABAD E-TENDERING
AfcNo,-27050100020717
Bank Name - Bank of Baroda
Bank IFSC Code - BARBOBLYMOR (5th Characteris Zero)

4, Document fee Rs. 11,800/- (Eleven Thousand Eight Hundred Only) has to be paid through
FOR/NSC/RTGS/NEFT during the Downloading of RFP Document & Payment of RFP Document fee in
favour of "Municipal Commissioner, Moradabad Municipal Corporation”,

5. The NIT may be postponed or cancelled at any time due to administrative reasons and no claim shall be

entertained of this account.
B, All the documents are to be submitted online.

The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the Government of Uttar Pradesh
e-Procurement Portal https:/ /etender.up.nic.in from 23/09/2024 at 10:00 Hours (15T) onwards. Online bids
are invited for the following works up to 08/10/2024 at 16:00 hours. Technical Bid will be opened on same
day at 17.00 hours at Office of the Municipal Commissioner, Nagar Nigam, Pili Kothi, Moradabad.

For more details on the tender and bidding process you may please visitthe above mentioned portal.

900mm dia 600mm dia individual
delivery line and SITC of 900mm
dia, Flow meter, 600mm dia Sluice
Valve with actuator including other
allied works at 50 cusec Ganga Jal
WTP Pratap Vihar, Ghaziabad™ 15
invited by U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban)
that shall be downloaded and
uploaded at e-procurement websie
hitps://etender.up.nic.in from
25.09,2024 at 15:00 hrs. onwards
to 04.10.2024 at 17:00 hrs. E
tender shall be open on 05.10.2024
at 15:00 hrs. onwards at office of
the Executive Engineer, Construc-
tion Devision (E/M) U.P. Jal Nigam
(Urban) Ghaziabad. The cost of
tender document 15 5,000+18%
GST. All other conditions shall be as

Chief Engineer
per NIT and tender document

Nagar Nigam Moradabad

epaperindianexpress.com N | .
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U 19: INDIA BEAT AUSTRALIA

Puducherry: Right-handed batter KP Karthikeya hit a sparkling unbeaten
85 while skipper Mohammed Amaan also scored a half-century in India U-
19's easy seven-wicket victory over Australia U-19 in the first Youth ODI
here on Saturday. The match was supposed to be legendary Rahul Dravid's
elder son Samit's junior India debut but it couldn't be confirmed whether

he was dropped due to combination or he is carrying some injury.

Two tons of agony for Bangladesh

Rishabh Pant and Shubman Gill make a statement by stitching together a 167-run stand to flatten the visitors in the first Test

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI, SEPTEMBER 21

IT WAS a tale of two centuries that was
much more than the runs made and the oc-
casion. These were hundreds that were full
of such promise and assurance that it
would have made captain Rohit Sharma,
head coach Gautam Gambhir and selectors'
optimism grow ahead of what is going to
be a challenging Test season. Having al-
ready taken control of the Test, Shubman
Gill’s unbeaten 119 and Rishabh Pant’s
characteristic 109 put Bangladesh into sub-
mission as India inched closer to taking a
series lead at the MA Chidambaram
Stadium on a gloomy Saturday.

Having come together as a batting pair
for the first time in their careers at the end of
Day 2, Gill and Pant - who had led India at
Under-19 levels - had the whole of Day
Three to assert their spot. Not that their place
in the squad was in question, but there were
a few concerns waiting to be addressed. Gill
has to show he is the ideal one for No 3, Pant
needs to show his game hasn’t lost its sig-
nature touch. And through the course of
their 167-run stand, they answered together,
taking India to 287/4 as they set Bangladesh
a target of 515.

But, these were not the most testing con-
ditions. On a cloudy morning despite pacers
dominating the Test so far, it was the off-spin-
ner Mehidy Hasan Miraz who began the day
for Bangladesh. Their field positions — with
a spread out field from the beginning - sug-
gested they are just awaiting declaration.
There wasn’t much of a push. It might seem
as easy second-innings runs while playing
for declaration, but there was much to lose
than gain.

Of all Indian batsmen, the conditions in
Chepauk suited Gill’s style perfectly. This is
a pitch where there is value for horizontal
bat shots. But in the first innings, Gill had
looked out of place in his brief stay that there
was a noise as to what Pat Cummins, Josh
Hazlewood could do in Australia.

India still hasn’t warmed up to a batsman
of Gill's ilk at No 3. Their last two one-drop
batsmen have been so solid in Rahul Dravid
and Cheteshwar Pujara that a stroke-maker
is seen more as a risky investment. But it is
how Test cricket is played these days, where
teams prefer batsmen who play shots at a
time when bowler-friendly conditions are
the norm worldwide.

On Day 2 despite losing Rohit early, Gill
had already put the pressure back on
Bangladesh and on Day 3 just went about
consolidating India’s position. With a slightly
unconventional style, he opens different an-
gles on the leg-side thanks to his ability to
fetch deliveries from outside off. The only
trouble that Gill faced was his lighthearted
struggles to protect his bat from Pant, who
kept on tapping his favourite bat harder
every time they converged in the middle.

Calculated approach

With amuch improved game against the
spinners, he was all fluent and authoritative.
Trusting his defence against the spinners
more, he was prepared to play them out be-
fore opening up by using his feet every time
they gave a bit of air. 72 of his 119 runs came
against spinners. Against pacers, he was solid,
but the odd in-coming ones still remains a
work in progress.

“Definitely scoring runs against any op-
position gives you a lot of confidence and
that's what I have been working on, so it gives
me alot of satisfaction. I practiced before the
series, I had certain plans, so [ think I exe-
cuted them. It's about having a good defence
but then also not missing out on the oppor-
tunities that you get as a batsman to be able
to score runs. I think the series that [ had
against England gave me alot of confidence.
And I felt it was a long time coming for me,

DULEEP TROPHY
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With an equally punishing game against pacers and spinners, Rishabh Pant’s (109) return to form is what India needed before the Australia tour. PTI

PTI

SCORECARD

INDIA vs BANGLADESH
MA CHIDAMBARAM STADIUM
Toss: Bangladesh won, elected to field

INDIA 1STINNINGS 376
BANGLADESH 1ST INNINGS 149
INDIA 2ND INNINGS

Y Jaiswal c Littonb Rana 10(17b,2x4)
R Sharmac Zakir b Taskin 5(7b,1x4)
SGillnotout 119 (176b,10x4, 4x6)

V Kohlilbw b Miraz 17 (37b,2x4)
RPantc&bMHMiraz 109 (128b, 13x4, 4x6)
KL Rahul not out 22 (19b,4x4)
M Extras (b4, w1) 5
M Total (64 overs) 287/4d
B FoW: 1-15(R Sharma, 2.3 ov), 2-28 (Y
Jaiswal, 6.4 ov), 3-67 (VKohli, 19.2 ov), 4-234 (R
Pant, 55.3 0v)

M Bowling: Taskin Ahmed 7-1-22-1,Hasan
Mahmud 11-1-43-0, Nahid Rana 6-0-21-1, Shakib
AlHasan 13-0-79-0, Mehidy Hasan Miraz 25-0-
103-2, Mominul Haque 2-0-15-0.

BANGLADESH 2ND INNINGS
Z Hasan c Jaiswal b Bumrah 33 (47b, 5x4,1x6)
Slslamc S Gill b Ashwin 35(68b, 3x4)

NH Shanto not out 51(60b, 4x4,3x6)
M Haque b Ashwin 13 (24b, 3x4)
MRahimcRahulbAshwin 13 (11b, 1x4,1x6)
SHasannotout 5(14b)
MExtras(b4,lb4) 8
HTotal (37.2 overs) 158/4

BMFoW: 1-62 (ZHasan, 16.2 ov), 2-86 (S Islam,
21.30v), 3-124 (MHaque, 29.6 ov), 4-146 (M
Rahim, 33.4 ov)

M Bowling: Jasprit Bumrah 7-2-18-1,
Mohammed Siraj 3.2-1-20-0, Akash Deep 6-0-
20-0, Ravichandran Ashwin 15-0-63-3,
Ravindra Jadeja 6-0-29-0.

| have spent alot of time with
Pant on and off the field and
watching him score his first
50 and first 100 after his
comeback gives me somuch
pleasure.”

SHUBMANGILL

Shubman Gill made an unbeaten 119
that led India to 287 for four declared
in their second innings. PTI

especially batting at that position,” Gill said.

Pant, on the other hand, was all flamboy-
ance. Apart from bringing something differ-
ent to the middle-order as a left-hander, Pant
liberates India out of tricky situations with
his explosiveness. His previous five centuries
had all come when India needed them des-
perately. Even five of his six scores between
90-99 have been valuable jail-breaks for the
team. This time he had to do it for himself,
just to get the confidence back.

And such was his confidence that the im-
age of the game would be him casually ask-

Apart from bringing something
different to the middle-order as
aleft-hander, Pant liberates
India out of tricky situations
with his explosiveness.

ing the Bangladesh team to position a fielder
at mid-wicket as singles were coming off
easily in that region.

Feasting on spin

Like Gill, majority of his runs came against
spinners, as he feasted on it with chants of
“Rishabh Pant, Rishabh Pant” filling the air.
For the major part of the months that Pant
was unavailable, it was in Tests that India des-
perately missed him. In 22 months they had
tried four different wicketkeepers — KS
Bharat, Ishan Kishan, KL Rahul and Dhruv
Jurel - and although they all had their mo-
ments with the exception of the former, none
came close to playing the sort of impactful
innings that Pant is capable off.

With an equally punishing game against
pacers and spinners, Pant’s return to form s
whatIndia needed before the Australia tour.
Apart from missing Jasprit Bumrah, Pant’s
unavailability is what former head coach
Rahul Dravid rued about more often for he
can seamlessly dictate the pace of the game.
India were not looking for quick runs here as
they wanted to give their bowlers adequate
restand it meant Pant had to begin the day in
third gear before he began to accelerate. The
sweeps of varying kinds - the reverse, the
falling-paddle, the slog and the conventional
sweep, and his trademark scoop off the pac-
ers were all on display at Chepauk as he
brought up his sixth Test century even ahead
of Gill. With these two in form, India would
breathe a touch easier while contemplating
the tough season ahead.

How Ashwin baited the visitors on
a deck that offered little assistance

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI,SEPTEMBER 21

At 1pmevenas several hundreds of fans were
making a delayed entry into the MA
Chidambaram Stadium after spending long
hours in queues to pick daily tickets, India
sprunga surprise with the timing of their dec-
laration. With alead of 514, they definitely had
enough on board when Rohit Sharma called
back Shubman Gill and KL Rahul at 287/4 in
the second innings. Few had expected India to
declare then as the pitch hadn't shown any
signs of listening to their bowlers.

Maybe, India believed even if they delayed
it by an hour or so, it wasn’t going to make
much of a difference. Maybe, they wanted to
have a go at the Bangladesh batsmen after tir-
ing them out on the field. It wasn’t going to
come easy on this pitch that was supposed to
break up on the third day, but the overnight
rains had left enough moisture to prevent it
from crumbling.

With Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj
not finding any movement, Bangladesh open-
ers Zakir Hasan and Shadman Islam, who of-
fered no resistance in the first essay, were be-
ginning to grow in confidence. Zakir even took
Siraj out of the attack with a six and boundary
in his third over.

But as their head coach Gautam Gambhir
wanted, they showed the willingness to adapt
rather than being monotonous with the plans.
And their fielding was equally sharp in terms
of positioning and catching the half-chances
that came their way.

In the postlunch session, with Bangladesh

o

Ravichandran Ashwin had to work
hard for his wickets. PTI

56/0,Bumrah returned for his second spell and
immediately wentaround the wicket at Zakir.
Sans movement, he wanted to make the nat-
ural angle work and kept it as close to the bats-
man as possible. He needed just six deliveries
before sending one away from him, prompt-
ing an edgy-drive which was caught brilliantly
by Yashasvi Jaiswal, diving to his left at gully.
Atthe other end, with the pitch still not tak-
ing much of a turn, R Ashwin too had to work
hard for his wickets. To put things in context, it
was a day he ended up getting hit for three
sixes. Bangladesh top six has five left-handers
— the breed he usually has for breakfast — but
they were defending him tightly. Bowling from
the round the stumps, he operated on a stump-
to-stump line, with a fielder positioned in be-
tween deep square-leg and fine-leg. He also
had two close-in fielders at either side, a slip
and a short cover. With no width on offer, if

Bangladesh wanted to score off him, they
would have to work the angles with the risk of
a closed-bat face. As playing straight brought
the two close-in fielders into play and if they
were prepared to take him on the leg-side, they
had to contend with a boundary rider and a
short mid-wicket.

Itwasa case of who blinked first. And it was
Shadman who ended up closing the bat-face
too early in trying to work it too fine, and saw
the leading edge being pouched by Shubman
Gill at short mid-wicket. To Mominul Haque,
Ashwin stuck to the same plan, but he tested
both edges by bowling a tad quicker (90-
95kmph) before he slowed one down to
87kmph. It gripped and turned off the surface
to wink past the edge and hit the top of off-
stump and Ashwin set off ona celebratory run.

It was apparent that Mushfiqur Rahim had
decided to counterattack as he slogged
Ravindra Jadeja for a boundary off the second
delivery. Ashwin swooped in. For a spinner,
who prefers to bowl with long-on and deep
mid-wicketin place so that batsmen don’t get
easy boundaries or sixes, Ashwin kept both in-
side the circle to tempt Mushfiqur.

Inhis first attempt the batsman succeeded
by smashing a six over mid-wicket. Ashwin
tossed the next one up as Mushfiqur came
down the track. But like with Mominul, this
ball was slower and Mushfiqur’s miscue was
grabbed inches off the ground by a diving KL
Rahul at mid-on.

Four Bangladesh wickets, all hard earned
by India’s plans with pitch having no role to
play and their fielders complimenting the hard
yards putin by their attack - a thoroughly pro-
fessional day out for India's bowlers.

Parag displays his sparkle & range of strokes to take India A closer to win

SANDIPG
ANANTAPUR,SEPTEMBER 21

RIYAN PARAG was cursing near the bound-
ary ropes. The merry stands had fallen
abruptly silent. The fervent beating of the
drums had stopped and the vocal cords of a
few thousands had suddenly choked. All you
could hear was the ecstatic shriek of medium
pacer Gaurav Yadav; all you could see was the
slunk head of Parag, who had just held out at
long-off to a rare burst of adrenaline. When
the moment of shock was over, they stood up
to applaud his 73, an innings where he dis-
played his wares to prosper in red-ball cricket,
one scripted with poise rather than aggres-
sion. Parag reciprocated with a wave of his
willow, almost as an afterthought, before he
resumed cursing his imprudence.

Four times in the Duleep Trophy he had
made starts—-30, 31, 37, 20, in tune with his
career of only three centuries in 54 outings—
yet all four times he contrived to flounder, of-
ten due to impetuous stroke-play. In the first
innings of the final round, against India C, he
mustered only two off nine balls, looking out of
depth ona surface with pace, bounce and carry.
Buthe was determined to grititoutin his final
innings of the campaign.

The situation he strode into was not as dif-

ficult as he had in the first innings. The third-
day surface had lost much of its zippy pace,
but yet to take turn. The bounce remained but
the slowness meant he had ample time to as-
sess the ball. When he walked out, soon after
lunch on a day the sun was benign and not
burning, even though the cloud cover abet-
ted late swing. Here, in his last innings, he had
to show he possessed the temperament to
shine in the red-ball.

The range and sparkle of his strokes is well
ascertained; he is well-versed with the new-
age ramps and scoops, but he owns an organ-
ised defence too. He could bowl handy off-spin
too in an era in Indian cricket batsmen who
could bowl are a rare commodity. He remains
as a consideration in the selectors’ mind—he
had already debuted in ODIs and pocketed six
T20Iappearances too. A consistent runin first-
class games could realise his burning dream of
playing Test cricket.

The test here, with the entire crew of selec-
tors watching, was to illustrate his tempera-
ment to prosper in first-class cricket, in which
he averages 36.15, amodest return for a front-
line batsmen. His last domestic season was the
best of his career, wherein he averaged 75.60
in six innings, but international careers are
made out of form sustenance. At that same
time, stifling his game could turn counterpro-
ductive, and instead strike the magic formula

Riyan Parag made 73 off 101 balls.  p11

of being aggressive without being reckless.
For much of the innings, he managed to
walk the tightrope. For the first 58 balls, he was
just bent on smuggling singles, tipping, tap-
ping and running, nudging and pushing the
ball to the gaps. As many as 47 runs were

hoarded through singles (21) and twos (13).
Off the 101 balls he faced, there were only 32
scording shots. It wasn't a case of him playing
and missing either. It was a dimension of the
game the IPL faithful are unused to.

The lone four in the phase was an outside
edge off the 13th ball he faced, off Anshul
Kamboj. The edge was a rare lapse too, as he
willed to blunt the attack, resisting the temp-
tation of Manav Suthar’s floaty invitations and
foiling Kamboj’s outside the off-stump ruses.
With vacant expanses on the leg-side, he
nudged him to slog-sweep. But he just leant
forward and blocked him to safety. Kamboj va-
cated the cover fielders and seduced him to
drive. He politely refused the offer, often leav-
ing the ball without a fuss.

Once bedded in, the late movement the
seamers extracted dissipated and spinners
winked by, he grew more adventurous. He
swept the trickster Suthar with disdain. The
ball dropped slower than he had anticipated
but he suspended his stroke until the ripest
second and heaved him with a crisp bat-swing.
The industrious Vyshak Vijayakumar returned
but he thundered him through cover, picking
him through the line. But here, he controlled
his impulses to unshackle and reverted to the
single-gathering mode. A push to mid-off
brought his 12th half-century in this format.
His next four arrived after 17 balls, a full toss

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

from Yadav that he clumped through mid-on.

The patience to wait for the loose was the
hallmark of his innings, as opposed to attempt-
ing fanciful shots off good balls. Another test
awaited him in the form of a reverse-swing-
ing ball. He survived an Ibw shout of Yadav’s
nip-backer that swunglate, at the stroke of tea.
But he survived the phase, and with a com-
posed Shashwat Rawat who compiled a fine
half-century to go with his first-innings cen-
tury, he took India A closer to 200.

And then knocked the moment Parag

would rue. He had just short-arm pulled
Yadav’s hard length ball through mid-wicket
with a wild frenzy and crunched him through
covers for another four in his next over. The
next ball though, he stepped out, manufac-
tured room and slapped him though cover
with such raw power that he crowd had be-
gun to jump off the seats. But from nowhere
sprung the spidery arms of Ruturaj Gaikwad
to end his march towards a hundred. It took
both the crowd and Parag some time to
process the moment. A hundred would have
spiralled his reputation, but he showed he
has the game to thrive in red-ball cricket.
Now, he needs the numbers.
Brief scores: India A 297 and 270 for 6 (Parag
73,Rawat 53, Kamboj 2-52, Suthar 2-75) lead
India C 234 (Porel 82, Narang 41, Avesh 3-64,
Aaqib 3-43)by 333 runs

BHUIANDIYER LEAD
CHARGEFORINDIAD

Ricky Bhui was 10 runs short of his
second successive hundred as India
D's overall lead swelled to 311
against India B, when stumps were
drawn on the third day. Shreyas Iyer
also showed some formwitha
purposeful half-century for India D,
scoring 50 off 40 balls. At stumps,
India D scored 244 for 5 in their
second innings with Bhui unbeaten
on 90 off just 87 balls. Earlier, India B
were all out for 282 in their first
innings in reply to 'D's first essay of
349. Starting the day at 210 for 6,
Washington Sundar (87) ran out of
partners as none of the tail-enders
stayed long enough to give him an
opportunity to complete his
hundred.

Brief scores: India D 349 and 244 for
5 (Bhui 90%, Iyer 50, Samson 45,
Mukesh 3-80) lead India B 282
(Easwaran 116, Washington 87,
Saurabh 5-73) by 311 runs
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Bayern beat Werder
Bremen 5-0

Bremen:Michael Olise scored twice
and Harry Kane scored his 10th club
goal of the season as Bayern Munich
brushed aside Werder Bremen 5-0 for
its latest big win on Saturday. Bayern
has 20 goals in only its last three
games after beating Holstein Kiel 6-1
last week and demolishing Dinamo
Zagreb 9-2 in the Champions League
on Tuesday. It was Bayern's sixth win
in six games in all competitions un-
der new coach Vincent Kompany, and
comes ahead of playing Bundesliga
champion Bayer Leverkusen next
week. Bayern has 16 goals and three
conceded from its four Bundesliga
games. Also on Saturday, Vincenzo
Grifo scored twice as Freiburg beat
Heidenheim 3-0 for its third win in
four league games. AP

Harmanpreetinline
for FIH Player of Year

New Delhi: Harmanpreet Singh, who
powered India to a second successive
bronze medal in hockey at the
Olympics in Paris, was on Saturday
nominated for the FIH Player of the
Year Award. The 28-year-old ace
drag-flicker, who was the top scorer
at the Paris Olympics with 10 goals
from eight matches, had previously
won the award twice in a row from
2020-22. "It is a great honour to be
nominated for the FIH Player of the
Year Award again,"” the Indian de-
fender stated in a Hockey India re-
lease. "While I am elated to be named
among some of the best playersin the
world, [ would like to acknowledge
that it would not have been possible
without the support of my team. PTI

Jamshedpur eke out
afighting 3-2 win

Jamshedpur: Spaniard Javi Hernandez
struck a brace as Jamshedpur FC eked
out a hard-fought 3-2 win over
Mumbai City FC after falling a goal be-
hind to secure their first home victory
of the Indian Super League (ISL) 2024-
25 season here on Saturday.
Hernandez scored in the 44th and
50th minutes while Jordan Murray
(36th minute) got the other goal for
the home side at the JRD Tata Sports
Complex. In the process, Hernandez
became the third player in the ISL to
score for five different clubs. Nikolaos
Karelis (18th) and Yoell van Nieff
(77th) found the target for Mumbai
City Mumbai City FC started the game
on a dominating note. In the fifth
minute, they got their first opportu-
nity when Yoell van Nieff snatched
the ball from Javi Hernandez and
glanced an attempt from distance. PTI

Three Indians make
cutat La SellaOpen

Denia: Three Indians — Ridhima
Dilawari, Pranavi Urs and and Tvesa
Malik — made the halfway cut at the
La Sella Open. The cut fell at level par
with 62 players making it through to
the final two days. Ridhima (70-71)
was tied-15th, while Pranavi (72-71)
and Tvesa(70-74) were T-34th and T-
52nd respectively. Seher missed out
after rounds of 72 and 73. Ridhima,
who started from the 10th, dropped
a shot on the 13th, but quickly made
up with birdies on the 14th and the
18th to turn in 1-under. A bogey on
the first pegged her back, but she
birdied the fifth, dropped a shot on the
seventh and closed with a birdie for a
1-under 71.PTI

TRIMMED-DOWN GAMES

AMIT KAMATH
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

BOTH THE Indian chess teams find them-
selves on the cusp of history-making gold
medals in the open section and the women'’s
sections at the Chess Olympiad in Budapest,
the most prestigious team event in the sport
for national teams.

Heading into Sunday’s final round of
matches, both Indian teams are on top of the
Olympiad standings.

Inthe open section India defeated the USA,
the top seeds heading into the tournament but
who have been shaky heading into the home
stretch. Gukesh took down World No 3 Fabiano
Caruana while Arjun Erigaisi defeated Leinier
Dominguez Perez after anotherlong marathon
game to offset Praggnanandhaa’s loss to Wesley
So. Vidit Gujrathi played out a draw against
Levon Aronian.

The Indian women'’s team, who was in
second place in the standings coming into
the 10th round, defeated a depleted version
of China, which was missing all their top
players like Tan Zhongyi, Hou Yifan, Ju
Wenjun and Lei Tingjie, who have been
women'’s world champions or contenders
for the crowd. It was Divya Deshmukh’s vic-
tory that handed India a win while the rest of
the players drew.

The Indian team in the open section is
currently on 19 points with China on 17 and
USA and Uzbekistan on 15. Awin over USA all
butassured Indian a gold medal with around
to spare in the open section. The women'’s
team, meanwhile, are joint-top of the stand-
ings with 17 points as Kazakhstan, who were
league leaders ahead of the 10th round, were
held to a draw.

India winning a gold medal in the two
sections at the Budapest Olympiad would be
another milestone in what has been one of
the greatest years for Indian chess. We have
seen three Indian players qualify for the cut-
throat Candidates tournament for the first
time ever; a 17-year-old Gukesh becoming
the youngest-ever player to win the
Candidates; Praggnanandhaa taking down
world no 1 Magnus Carlsen for the first time
in the classical format at the Norway Chess
tournament; and Arjun Erigaisi propelling
himself into the world’s top 5 ranking spots.

The year could get even better in
December with Gukesh having the oppor-
tunity to become the youngest-ever world
champion at the age of 18, if he can beat
world champion Ding Liren.

After Gukesh had won the Candidates tour-
nament earlier this year, the legendary Garry
Kasparov had remarked: “The Indian earth-
quake in Torontois the culmination of the shift-
ing tectonic plates in the chess world as the 17-
year-old Gukesh D will face the Chinese

CHESS OLYMPIAD

India on golden cusp

Men beat USA and women better China to go into the final round with chance of a double triumph

Gukesh took down USA’s World No. 3 Caruana while Arjun Erigaisi defeated Leinier Dominguez Perez. Mark Livshitz/FIDE

“India are playing insanely well. It’s
great to see. Gukesh and Arjunare
really on fire. Praggis playing really
solid chess. Vidit and Harikrishna
are playing really well. This Indian
team is stronger than ever this
year!”

NIHAL SARIN, GRANDMASTER

champion Ding Liren for the highest title. The
‘children’ of Vishy Anand are on the loose.”

The tremors of this ‘Indian earthquake’
are being felt at every successive elite chess
tournament in the world, from the FIDE
World Cup, where Pragg made it to the final
to the FIDE Grand Swiss tournament, won by
Vidit Gujrathi and Vaishali, and the
Candidates, where there were two Indian
players in the Women'’s Candidates besides
three Indians in the open Candidates.

Formidable outfit

At the Chess Olympiad in Chennai two
years ago, the current open team of five play-
ers was split into two as India were allowed
to field more than one team as hosts. There,
Gukesh and Praggnanandhaa played on the
India B team and won bronze while Pentala
Harikrishna, Vidit Gujrathi and Arjun Erigaisi
played in the India A team which ended
fourth. But in Budapest, these five players

have come together to form a formidable
outfit. “This is certainly the strongest team
India has ever sent to an Olympiad. They have
a pretty decent chance of winning the gold,
and a fair chance of winning a medal.
Everyone has certainly become stronger in
thelastyear,” Srinath Narayanan, the captain
of the Indian team, told The Indian Express
before the Olympiad began.

Heading into Saturday’s 10th round at the
Olympiad, the Indian team was unbeaten in
36 matches (four matches in each of the nine
rounds) in the Open section. Pragg’s defeat
to So is the only game India has lost in 40
games in the open section. While the overall
tie against defending champions Uzbekistan
ended in a draw, in other matchups, the
Indians have successfully bulldozed their
way past opponents.

The Indian team’s strength can be gauged
by the fact that world no 4 Arjun Erigaisi is
only playing on the third board — at the
Olympiad, most countries choose to arrange
their board order (which player will play on
which board number) by strength, meaning
top players feature on the first or the second
board. So farin Budapest, both Gukesh (seven
wins and two draws) and Arjun (eight wins
and two draws) have played like unstoppable
forces while Pragg has played like an immov-
able object (drawing six of his games). Vidit
and Harikrishna, the oldest veterans in the

team, have played measured chess.

What's even more remarkable is that they
have not needed the semi-retired
Viswanathan Anand, currently ranked 11thin
the world, or the fourth member of India’s
prodigy quartet, Nihal Sarin, to feature in the
team thus highlighting the depth in Indian
chess. Previously, India has won bronze medals
in 2014 and 2022.The Indians also shared gold
atthe 2020 Online Chess Olympiad, whichisa
completely different format.

“India are playing insanely well. It’s great
to see. Gukesh and Arjun are really on fire.
Pragg is playing really solid chess. Vidit and
Harikrishna are playing really well. This
Indian team is stronger than ever this year.
The team spirit is excellent, they’re all very
motivated. Obviously, if Viswanathan Anand
was there in the team it would have been
even more insane,” Nihal tells The Indian
Express with a smile.

Nihal, who won a gold on the second
board at Chennai two years ago, admits that
being the top-ranked player in India is one
of the most difficult things in world chess
now. He admits to feeling a slight pang at not
being a part of the Indian team, but con-
cedes: "I have to play better.” Talking about
the mindset of the other Indian prodigies,
Nihal says: “If they're playing against Magnus
Carlsen, while some people may panic,
they’ll see it as a chance to learn.”

Norris takes pole
in Singapore;
lizard on track
halts practice

Singapore: A large lizard scampered onto
the track and stopped the third and final
Formula 1 practice session for the
Singapore Grand Prix on Saturday. The ses-
sion was briefly red-flagged after Aston
Martin driver Fernando Alonso reported
over the radio that he'd seen the lizard in
the middle of the track. Two track marshals
chased the long-tailed reptile and the ses-
sion resumed shortly after.

Lando Norris edged ahead of his title ri-
val Max Verstappen to start on pole posi-
tion on Sunday.

Qualifying turned into a one-lap
shootout for the top positions when a crash
for Carlos Sainz Jr. interrupted the final ses-
sion. “I was finding it a little difficult to
progress much and to get a lot of lap time
and more of the guys around seemed to get
quicker and quicker,” Norris said.

"So it put me under a little bit more
pressure, especially with just one lap at the
end, but it was good enough for pole and
I'm happy with that." The McLaren driver
was .203 of a second ahead of Verstappen
to start on pole, with Lewis Hamilton third
for Mercedes, .316 off Norris' time.

Verstappen, who said he was happy
with second after struggling for grip in prac-
tice in his Red Bull, leads Norris in the stand-
ings by 59 points. There are seven rounds
of the championship remaining, including
Sunday's race. Norris' teammate Oscar
Piastri, the winner in Azerbaijan last week,
was only fifth after going slower in the top-
10 session than he had earlier in qualifying.

After Hamilton, Mercedes also had
George Russell fourth in one of its better
qualifying sessions this year, but it was a
day to forget for Ferrari as Charles Leclerc
had his lap time deleted in the final session
for going off track and Sainz crashed.

Sainz spun into the wall in what he
called a “big snap” of the steering, possibly
caused by cold tires. The car was left with
damage to the rear end and Sainz, who
seemed unhurt, qualified 10th.

Verstappen's teammate Sergio Perez
was only 13th in another disappointing re-
sult this season. Daniel Ricciardo qualified
16th, eight places behind teammate Yuki
Tsunoda, as the Australian's place with RB
comes under threat. Red Bull's second team
could replace Ricciardo with reserve driver
Liam Lawson for the last six rounds of the
championship. AP

Norris’ teammate Oscar Piastri,
the winner in Azerbaijan last
week, was only fifth after going
slower in the top-10 session
than he had earlier in qualifying.

Liverpool bounce back with a 3-0 win over Bournemouth

REUTERS
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 21

A QUICK-FIRE double from Luis Diaz set
Liverpool on course for a comprehensive 3-
0 Premier League home win against
Bournemouth on Saturday as the Reds
bounced back from last week's embarrass-
ing 1-0 loss to Nottingham Forest.

Diaz was electric in the first half, papering
over Liverpool's defensive frailties with a bril-
liant attacking display from the left wing that
overpowered the visitors, with the game ef-
fectively over as a contest by halftime.

Arne Slot's side had the VAR to thank for
chalking off an early Bournemouth goal from
Antoine Semneyo due to offside, with the
groans of the home fans who feared another
shock defeat turning to whoops of joy as the
goal was overturned.

Diaz then went to work, forcing keeper
Kepa Arrizabalaga into a fine save in the
eighth minute, and he threatened several
more times before finally beating Kepa to a
long ball and rattling it home in the 26th
minute. Less than three minutes later Diaz
had his second goal as Bournemouth were
sliced open by a five-on-four break, the
Colombian using his left foot to drive the ball
between the legs of the advancing Kepa for
his fifth goal in five league games.

Darwin Nunez then added a brilliant third,
attacking down the right and slowing down
before suddenly accelerating again to cut in-
side and curl home a left-foot shot to make it
3-0. With the game out of the visitors' reach,
there was little of note in the second half save
for the Premier League debut of Liverpool's
Enrico Chiesa, who came off the bench and
provided a glimpse of the talent that
prompted the Merseysiders to pay Juventus

Luiz Diaz, who was brillaint on the left
flank, scores his second goal in the 3-0
win over Bournemouth. Reuters

areputed 10 million pounds ($13.32 million)
for him.

Despite their offensive dominance,
Liverpool still looked occasionally vulnerable
at the back and keeper Cacimhin Kelleher had
to claw away the ball after it hit the bar from
alate corner, but Bournemouth could not find
a way back into the game and the hosts ran
out easy winners.

Chelsea coach Enzo Maresca down-
played the significance of becoming the first
manager to win his first three away games in
the Premier League since his former men-
tor Pep Guardiola achieved the same featin
2016. Maresca - who had a spell as one of
Guardiola's assistant managers at
Manchester City - oversaw Chelsea's 3-0 win
at West Ham United on Saturday and said
he believed his young squad was making
progress, even if they still had room for im-
provement.

"The way the players are buying the idea,
or the different style, sincel arrived has been
top," Maresca told reporters. "I think we are
on the right path, we are in the right direc-
tion. But this is a long journey.”

Maresca is the fourth permanent coach
towork for Chelsea's American owners since
they bought the club in 2022.

KEY RESULTS

Liverpool 3-0 Bournemouth
Leicester City 1-1 Everton
Fulham 3-1 Newcastle
West Ham 0-3 Chelsea
Aston Villa 3-1 Wolves
Tottenham 3-1 Brentford

CWG 2026 finds a new home in Scotland but for India, it’s not all good news

MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE GOOD news for India’s athletes — like
thousands across the Commonwealth — is
that the troubled Games will be held in 2026.
The not-so-good news for India’s athletes is
it could feature very few sports where the
country can contest for medals.

The Commonwealth Games Federation
and the organisers in Scotland, who rescued
the Games by pitching a simmed-down event,
haven’t yet announced the sports that will be
a part of the programme. The 2022 edition in
Birmingham had 19 sports. The Glasgow or-
ganising team has said they will include just
10 sports in the 2026 Games. The CGF is hop-
ing that 13 could be accommodated.

Whichever way the decision goes, it could
end up being a lose-lose scenario for India
given that shooting is likely to remain ex-
cluded, wrestling is fighting for a spot while
the axe hangs on other sports like hockey and
cricket. At the 2022 CWG, India won 61
medals, including 22 of them gold. Wrestling
(12), weightlifting (10), athletics (8), boxing
and table tennis (7 each) contributed the
most to the overall tally.

Clashing calendar
Originally, when the Australian state of

Victoria was going to host the 2026 CWG be-
fore it pulled out, the Games were scheduled
to be held in March. In Scotland, where the
weather in March can be bitterly cold, that
isn’t an option. The Games will be shifted to
the summer, most likely in the July-August
window when the weather too plays ball.

However, since the sporting calendar is
designed years in advance, a last-minute
shifting of a multi-discipline competition like
CWG could see an overlap of events or an ex-
tremely crowded summer window.

The headline event of the summer is the
football World Cup from June 11 to July 19.
To avoid getting swallowed by the biggest
single-sport tournament in the world, it is
unlikely that the 2026 Games will take place
during these dates.

In 2014, the Glasgow CWG was held from
July 23 to August 3. So that could be a possi-
ble window. However, it would also mean a
potential clash with the World and continen-
tal Championships of other sports two years
before the Los Angeles Olympics.

For instance, the men’s and women’s
hockey World Cup will be held from August
15 to 30 in Belgium and the Netherlands.
India will be hosting the badminton World
Championships in 2026 and although the
dates aren’t officially announced, the com-
petition usually takes place in August.

The cricketers — although India tend to
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Ozzy the mechanical bull at the opening ceremony of the 2022 Commonwealth
Games. A CWG on such a grand scale is unlikely in the future. File

send second-string teams for these events —
have a busy July and August as well, with
tours to England and Sri Lanka.

And then, there will be the Asian Games
— an Olympic qualifier for some sports —

from September 19 to October 4.

Confirmed sports

Given that they were made compulsory
sports by the Commonwealth Games

Federation in 2021, athletics and swimming
have been formally guaranteed a place.

India’s chances to win a swimming
medal are next to none. At the Birmingham
Games, the track and field athletes returned
home with eight medals, including one gold.

However, this time, the elite athletes —
namely Neeraj Chopra, Avinash Sable, and
Murali Sreeshankar — might be forced to
choose as two Diamond League meets, in
London and Chorzow (Poland) are scheduled
to take place in July and August.

This is apart from the Under-20 World

Championships and the European
Championships, another major event that
could clash with the CWG.

Shooting was not a part of the 2022 CWG
and was left out of the original 2026 Games
programme as well. The sport is unlikely to
return for the Glasgow Games, given that
none of the four venues proposed to host
competitions have a shooting range.

Wrestling, dropped by the Australian or-
ganisers, however, could get a lease of life
given that Scotland’s largest exhibition cen-
tre, the SEC, which hosted the sport in 2014
is also one of the venues proposed.

The Venues

The Glasgow CWG could also set a new
trend, wherein the sports programme could
be finalised based on the venues available

rather than choosing the sports first and then
building a venue.

The organisers have said they will use
four venues within an eight-mile radius in
Glasgow to save on transport and security,
among other things.

The Scotstoun Stadium in the west-end
of Glasgow will host athletics. In 2014, the
arena, which has a capacity of 12,500, hosted
squash and table tennis. Scotland’s National
Badminton Centre is also located within the
Scotstoun campus premises.

The Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome and
Tollcross will reportedly host cycling and
swimming, respectively, while indoor sports
will be held at the Scotland Exhibition and
Conference Centre (SECC), the country’s
largest exhibition venue.

At the 2014 Games, the SECC hosted
weightlifting, boxing, judo, wrestling, net-
ball, and gymnastics. However, if the Scottish
organisers remain firm and stick to just 10
sports, not all of these disciplines could make
the final cut.

According to the BBC, the National
Hockey Centre does not ‘appear to be a part
of any plans’. The Guardian, meanwhile, re-
ported: “Officials in cricket - which returned
to the Commonwealth Games program with
women’s T20 in Birmingham in 2022 and
will rejoin the Olympics in 2028 — do not ex-
pect their sport to be included.”
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All Roads Lead to Rome

Lily Collins, the protagonist in Emzily in Paris, on
living every moment through her character and
harnessing her voice as an actor-producer

KEEPERS OF
LOST CITIES

A hundred years after archaeologist John Marshall
revealed the Indus Civilisation to the world,

historian NAYAN]JOT LAHIRI looks at the science

behind the discovery

OW DO great discoveries

take place and what can

we learn — a century later

— by juxtaposing the 1924

discovery of the Indus

Civilisation with them? |
became interested in the process of scientific
discoveries in order to understand if an ar-
chaeological tale of discovery shares features
with other such histories. One common ele-
ment that struck me was the idea of ‘the slow
hunch’ in Steven Johnson’s bestseller, Where
Good Ideas Come From (2010). The pathways
through which fuzzy intuitions can develop
into big ideas are well-described in this work.
Among its case studies is one that focuses on
Joseph Priestley who, in deciding to seal a
sprig of mintin glass (to prove that plants cre-
ate oxygen), was building upon an insight that
went back to his boyhood. The young
Priestley had apparently trapped spiders in
glass jars in the belief that “there was some-
thing that was interesting in the way that or-
ganisms perished when you sealed them in
closed vessels, something that pointed to the
larger truth”. He kept this hunch alive
and eventually it yielded fruit, some two
decades later.

The Slow Hunch

Priestley’s slow-burn build-up around an
early inkling appears to strongly echo John
Marshall’s sense of the possibility of pushing
back the antiquity of India — anidea that incu-
bated in his mind some 22 years before.
Marshall came to India as director-general of
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) in
1902. His preparations for work in India in-
cluded an examination of many objects of
Indian origin in England, including three
British Museum seals from Harappa, inscribed
inan unknown script. These seals took nearly
a quarter of a century to flower as the discov-
ery of an entire civilisation — a classic case of
the slow hunch being worth nursing,

But there was more toit. Marshall felt the
need to follow up on his sixth sense. He de-
puted Hirananda Sastriin 1903. Sastri was the
‘punditin charge’ of the ASI's office in Punjab.
He was sent to survey three sites in the
Ganga-Yamuna Doab region, which had
yielded copper objects in the form of hoards
(tools). Marshall saw the copper hoard ob-
jects as belonging to an age of bronze which,
he believed, could be correlated with what
was then termed the Early Vedic Age.

Today, such copper hoards are considered
roughly contemporary with Harappan times;
acentury ago, their age was a mystery. It con-
tinued so because nothing was unearthed by
Sastri that allowed Marshall to specifically
suggest archaeological scaffolding for a very
ancient cultural phenomenon. Yet it is obvi-
ous that, as early as 1903, the prism through
which Marshall viewed the Indian past was
one thataccommodated such a notion. When
[ first wrote about the field work done on
Marshall’s orders, I had not expanded the can-
vas to reveal how gradual clarity — in this case
about a literate ‘Bronze Age’ — was also
the hallmark of several scien-
tific breakthroughs and
innovations.

At the same time, in this
case, the slow pace was partly a
consequence of the constraints
within which field research
was done in British India,
where non-commercial de-
partments worked on very
small budgets. Marshall him-
self was keen to excavate Harappa as early as
1907 but the price of acquiring the mounds
was beyond the budget of the ASI

Circumstances unrelated to archaeology
that put Harappa’s excavation on the back
burner are also discernible in other directions.
In 1914, a senior officer of the ASI, Harold
Hargreaves, prepared a report on Harappain
which he recommended that they be exca-
vated. Following this report, Marshall asked
the civil authorities in Montgomery District
(present-day Sahiwal in Pakistan), where
Harappa was located, to arrange with the
landowners for a temporary occupation of
their fields so that excavations could beginin
the subsequent year. But they could not be-
gin: now, it was the start of World War I that
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(Clockwise from top left) The Dancing Gitl, bronze sculpture from Mohenjodaro; the Priest-King, one of the most famous stone sculptures excavated from the Mohenjodaro ruins; Rakhaldas

00 MAGAZINE

ELSEWHERE,PAGE3 ..
Going Places, at Home

Has the modern landscape of communication -
blanched the mystique around travel, with
images of every corner just a few clicks away?
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Banerji, considered an important protagonist in the story of the Indus discovery; a Harappan site; John Marshall, then director-general of the Archaeological Survey of India;
(Below) a modern impression of a stamp seal (left) and its original (right), at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

resulted ina moratorium on new excavations,
the financial crunch made worse by man-
power shortages. The dilatory follow-up was
also a consequence of unavoidable material
circumstances.

Individuals who made
the discovery possible

Moving on to the years when Harappa
and Mohenjodaro first came to be excavated,
my book revealed that the clues, which even-
tually led to the knowledge that these repre-
sented India’s first civilisation,
were neither discovered by a
single solitary scholar nor were
found all at once. Philosopher
Thomas Kuhn'’s 1962 classic,
The Structure of Scientific
Revolutions, and his paper on
the historical structure of scien-
tificdiscovery have demolished
the earlier notion of discoveries
as unitary occurrences. As he
put it, “There is no single moment or day
which the historian, however, complete his
data, can identify as the point at which the
discovery was made. Often, when several in-
dividuals are involved, it is even impossible
unequivocally to identify any of them as the
discoverer.” This insight helps us understand
Marshall’s long suspicion of Harappa’s early
antiquity.

The suspicion worked as a baton — it was
handed over to Daya Ram Sahni, the archae-
ologist, who actually found the evidence for
an early culture at Harappa in a dig he con-
ducted in 1921.1t also needs to be appreciated
that a similar process unfolded in
Mohenjodaro, on which there was neither a
slow hunch nor any kind of precognition that
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an excavation which be-
gan there in December
1922 would yield dra-
matic evidence.
Mohenjodaro’s  un-
earthing, unlike the
Harappa excavations, had
nothing to do with
Marshall’s planning. For
many years, Rakhaldas
Banerji, who headed the
Western Circle of the ASI,
had been keen to exca-
vateit, believingitanim-
portant Buddhist site,

tainly true of Banerji’'s
discovery at
Mohenjodaro. But a lot
depends on the discov-
erer’s capacity for follow-
ing up on an unexpected
revelation.

Scientists, for in-
stance, in building exper-
iments, frequently cap-
ture unknown and
unexpected processes.
They then attend to the
results, to giving explana-
tions, and to supporting

whenhe wentoff todigit them with analogies of
up in the winter of 1922. coo very similar results ob-
Naturally, he began con- tained in other experi-
centrating on the stupa . ments. Then, if unex-
site and it was there that The dlSCOVGI'y helped pected results continue
his assistant, NS Chikte, . . . despite changes in
made the momentous ~ US IMagine the hVGS Of methodology, they form
discovery of two in- . new models and theo-
scribed seals. Banerji re- the ancient people and ries. If this kind of process
alised immediately that . is juxtaposed with mat-
these were inscribed the1r wares, from ters as they unfolded af-
with characters similar to ter the discovery of the

those on the Harappa
seals. Mohenjodaro,
though, was several hun-
dred kilometres to the
south-west of Harappa,
which meant that this was an entire distinc-
tive culture spread over a considerable region.
It was for this reason that Banerji would al-
ways be considered an important protago-
nist in the story of the Indus discovery.

In the world of science, it is fairly com-
monplace to speak of the initial discovery as
more or less synonymous with a chance find-
ing or unexpected occurrence. This is cer-

terracottajars to
elaborate head-dresses

Mohenjodaro seals, it is
evident that Banerji was
hesitant to visualise a
new framework on the
basis of what had
emerged. His search for its cultural connec-
tions eventually boiled down to finding a
place for the seal makers within the early
spread of races. This approach was one that
was unlikely tolead to a better understanding
of the significance of Mohenjodaro.

Lacuna in ASI

Beyond individuals, there was an impor-
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tant institutional lacuna in the ASI. The or-
ganisation had no space for discussing ongo-
ing research. This differs from the situation
that normally prevails among experimental
scientists, where laboratory meetings are
thought to be extremely common. One of the
consequences of this is thatit leads from the
particular to the general, allowing re-
searchers frequently to persuade each other
to consider alternative representations and
explanations for data that is being examined
or a theory being opposed.

By contrast, the colonial ASI showed no
institutional space for brain-
storming, no “common room”
for archaeologists to discuss
their digs and share informa-
tion about each other’s field
work. Itis unlikely, for instance,
that Sahni and Banerji ever vis-
ited Harappa and
Mohenjodaro together or that
they discussed their findings.
Mostly, what seems to have
been common to them was the intermedi-
ary figure of Marshall, to whom they ad-
dressed their letters and queries.

As for Marshall himself, even after learn-
ing about the discovery of the Mohenjodaro
seals in March 1923, he took his time com-
ing to grips with the new evidence. In April
that year, he left for England on a long-
planned furlough. When he returned to
India, he visited neither Mohenjodaro nor
Harappa and instead proceeded to Taxila, the
city he had excavated for over two decades.

In this, he was following a routine to
which he had religiously adhered since he
began digging there. Beginning with 1913,
he had spent practically every spring and au-
tumn slowly and laboriously uncovering its
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magnificent monuments. His finds ranged
from coins and pottery to architectural forms
— alot of which he felt was Hellenistic in in-
spiration. For a man whose training was in
classical archaeology, such elements were
enormously alluring and worth exploring
over a period of time.

At the same time, Marshall knew that, by
any standards, the field season of 1923-24
was an unusual one: it was on his instruc-
tions that Harappa and Mohenjodaro were
being trenched in quick succession. It seems
nearly incomprehensible, then, for him not to
have broken his practice to get a first-hand
glimpse of the digs he had ordered. Perhaps,
this has to be seen as being perfectly in char-
acter since he tended to be resolutely focused
on tasks that needed to be finished, but the
factremains that had he been less rigidly dis-
ciplined about his own priorities, the discov-
ery of the Indus Civilisation would have un-
folded sooner than the autumn of 1924.

Since Marshall had not seen the sites for
himself and his subordinates had no forum
for discussions that could have led to a new
perspective on the newly discovered
evidence, what exactly alerted Marshall to
their singularity?

The answer lies in a letter that a junior of-
ficer, Madho Sarup Vats, wrote to him: the
letter seems to have pushed him to get to
grips with the enigma of Mohenjodaro and
Harappa. In April 1924, Vats had just com-
pleted a four-week season of excavation at
Mohenjodaro. In his letter, he pointed out
similarities between the two cities. The re-
semblance in the seals apart, Vats pointed to
likenesses in flint scrapers, terracotta fig-
urines, sling balls, earthen bangles, and even
the size of bricks.

Upon receiving this letter, Marshall as-
sembled his archaeologists and the exca-
vated material to his head office in Shimla:
it was the first formal occasion for those in-
volved in the discoveries to meet, and out of
this meeting the article that announced the
discovery of the Indus Civilisation was pre-
pared and published on September 20, 1924.

Announcing the
Discovery

Marshall opened his account of the dis-
covery with flair and imagination. His words
impart a strong sense of occasion: ‘Not often
has it been given to archaeologists, as it was
given to Schliemann at Tiryns and Mycenae,
or to Stein in the deserts of Turkestan, to light
upon the remains of a long-forgotten civi-
lization. It looks, however, at this moment,
as if we were on the threshold of such a dis-
covery in the plains of the Indus’.

The architectural remains were eluci-
dated there from brick buildings to water
conduits with sumptuous photographs of
the smaller antiquities. More than anything
else, these allowed readers to imagine the
articles that the ancient people of the Indus
used in their everyday lives — various sorts of
jarsas also one that served as a funerary urn;
terracottas with elaborate head-dresses ‘re-
calling the medieval fashions in Europe’ and
‘similar to some found at Patna, in Bihar’;
spectacular steatite and stone seals.

The editors of the Illustrated London News
explained that, at Marshall’s suggestion, they
had published all the photographs of seals
so ‘that there may be a greater chance of any
of our expert readers helping to elucidate the
script’. That the free flow of ideas and opin-
ions from elsewhere is an imperative in dis-
covery contexts was borne out by what fol-
lowed Marshall’s announcement on the
Indus Civilisation.

Several scholarly British readers of the
Illustrated London News reacted instanta-
neously. Among these was a linguist,
Archibald Henry Sayce, who dashed off a
note which appeared in the news magazine
on September 27, suggesting that the Indus
finds were even more remarkable and star-
tling than Marshall had supposed. Sayce
pointed out that seals of the Indus type had
been discovered at Susa (in present-day Iran)
in a context dated to the third
millennium BCE. ‘Itisevident,’
said Sayce, ‘that as far back as
the third millennium BCE,
F . there was intercourse between

3 l Susa and (the) North-West of
— India.’ The discovery, he ar-
'f gued, ‘opens up a new histori-
. cal vista, and is likely to revolu-
tionize our ideas of the age and
origin of the Indian civilization.’

The reception of new knowledge in
London on Indus materials, having circulated
among scholars with experience of ancient
scripts and sites in Asia, confirms the impor-
tance of making information accessible to all
who might add nuance or new dimensions
toit. This has an important lesson for our con-
temporary scenario, where rather than seek-
ing insights from a transnational perspec-
tive, research findings are being tailored to
suit the narrow political agenda of the state.

L ———

Nayanjot Lahiriis Professor of History at Ashoka
University. Her book Finding Forgotten Cities - How
the Indus Civilization was Discovered (2015) has a

new afterword in the centenary year. The views

expressed here are herown
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OUT OF BREATH
What's happening to the lungs of those bar-headed geese as they fly across the Himalayas?

Winters of Discontent

How pollution is affecting the lives of insects,

plants, reptiles and trees

HERE WAS a time when [ used
to look forward to the winter in
Delhi and to the trips one could
make to sanctuaries and na-
tional parks during the season. The days
would be crisp, bracing and frosty as a
fresh salad, then the sun would warm
you up nicely, the skies would be a clear,
sparkling blue. I have over 1,500 pages of
notes covering these trips — probably
never to be repeated again. Oh yes, there
was fog in those days which made you
feel a bit foolish when you reached a
bird sanctuary at 6 am, driving blindly
through the grey at 20 kmph, to find the
massed waterfowl still blissfully sleep-
ing head in wing. But it would clear soon
enough, like a transfer being peeled
away to reveal a sharp, clear landscape
before you, the colours vivid and stun-
ning as the birds would preen their
feathers, begin to murmur and get

We seem genetically predisposed to
throw our muck out of the window...
it’s always someone else’s problem

themselves some breakfast.

I have, since the last four years, been
given marching orders by my doctors to
get and stay out of Delhi (and north
India) through the winter, which really
means leaving from before Diwali and
not returning before the end of
February. I'm lucky that [ have a retreat
(in Goa) that I can escape to, but what
gobsmacks me every time I get there is
how different I feel the momentIland
there. It’s like some life-switch being
turned on from near zero watts to full
power. Like being jump-started after be-
ing in a somnolent semi-comatose state.

And when you think, that it is not
only our lungs that are being turned
from rosy pink to pitch and tar, but
those of all living creatures you wonder
— really what are we doing and where
are we heading? What's happening to
the lungs of those bar-headed geese as
they fly across the Himalayas, and then
through the smog and land on water-
bodies all over the country? How is the
muck affecting the lives of insects like
bees, and even of plants and trees? The
birds and animals that live in proximity

to cities like Delhi and Agra, must also
have 20 packs-per-day lungs. Sure, for-
est dwelling creatures may be slightly
better off — but the fog and smog is
now engulfing all of north India in win-
ter, and then in summer there are the
forest fires which crackle across vast
tracts producing choking, smothering
smoke. We are not only asphyxiating
ourselves but every living creature.

What I have noticed with birds — like
tree-pies and hoopoes, for example — is
that those that you see in relatively un-
polluted areas are more richly coloured
and look fitter than their compatriots
that live in cities like Delhi. The same
holds true for trees: city trees are usually
dwarfed by their jungle counterparts.

Many of us who can afford to escape
the hellholes our cities are becoming,
do so. Some start afresh in relatively un-
spoiled places — and feel much the hap-
pier for it. That choice is
not available to the vast
majority — of either our-
selves or the animals
that live amongst us.

Good monsoon rains
may flush out our rivers
(and eventually pollute
the seas even more!) but
once the rains are over,
they turn back into toxic sludge-filled
sewers in which nothing can live. I shud-
der to think of the muck that migratory
birds ingest when they fly down to these
water-bodies for rest and recreation dur-
ing winter or what the fish are dining on.

Last year, climate change arrived on
our doorstep, when the Yamuna
flooded and was lapping at our gates.
What will happen when this becomes a
necessity for survival, for every other
living creature — human, animal, rep-
tile, and insect? Given the direction
we're heading that seems a distinct,
not-too-distant possibility.

Other mega-industrial cities have
cleaned up their act — but we here
seem to revel in muck. Cooling down
and cleaning up big time is not a prior-
ity with any of our venerable leaders.
We seem genetically predisposed to
throw our muck out of the window, and
it doesn’t matter if we are in an already
filthy city, or a relatively pristine loca-
tion. It’s always someone else’s prob-
lem. Well, it will be until the day you
find that you, and your dog, cannot
breathe anymore.

EYE, THE SUNDAY EXPRESS MAGAZINE

All Roads Lead to Rome

Lily Collins, who plays the titular protagonist in Netflix’s Emily in Paris, on her character,
learning to live in the moment and harnessing her voice as an actor-producer

Alaka Sahani

HE LATEST season of OTT’s
favourite Parisian fantasy-adven-
ture — Emily in Paris, created by
Darren Star and featuring Lily
Collins asits titular protagonist —
returned with its signature high-fashionand
joie de vivre moments. After showcasing com-
plicated romantic dynamics and some shake-
ups at work, the action shifts to another
charming European city, Rome. In Collins’s
words, this season is “bigger and bold”.

Now that Emily, who moved from
Chicago to France in the first season that
dropped in 2020, has embraced Paris as her
home and is no longer struggling tofit in, her
challenges are more about navigating her
professional and personal life in Paris. “Emily
has become grounded as she is more used to
the city, her life there and her friends. There
is more physical comedy in this season and
[love doing that for Emily. She always makes
bold fashion choices. She is more French and
sophisticated now,” says Collins, whois a co-
producer of the show.

Along with the evolution of her charac-
ter, Collins has also grown as an actor-pro-
ducer. “I've learnt so much about owning and
harnessing my voice as an actor and pro-
ducer. I pushed myself out of my comfort
zone. While filming, I leaned into the
unknown a bit more,” says Collins, in a
video interview.

After the dramatic events of Camille and
Gabriel’s wedding in the Season 3 finale,
Emily is dealing with strong feelings for two
men. Even though she gets involved with
Gabriel, things are complicated as he is ex-
pecting a baby with his ex. Amidst all the
complication, Emily feels drawn to a poten-
tial new love interest — Italian fashion scion
Marcello (Eugenio Franceschini) — and finds
herself in Rome.

One of the changes that was evident in
the first part of Season 4 was Emily’s evolu-
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GROWING UP

This season sees Lily Collins as Emily evolve from a hardworking American professional to someone who knows the French way of living it up

tion from a hardworking American profes-
sional to someone who knows the French
way of living it up. The Rules Don’t Apply
(2016) actor says, “There is a real love of life
and love of taking time for oneself in France.
Being oneself is enough. They believe in en-
joying the moment. I'm trying to embrace
that,” says the actor.

What's one of the tell-tale signs of Emily’s
new-found maturity? “She puts her phone
down quite a bit, which for Emily, says a lot.
She doesn't live her life through her screen.
She lives her life in the now, which I think is
very important,and some would say mature.

Emily is definitely maturing in her workspace,
inher life in Paris,and maybe you could say in
romance, as well — leaning into new experi-
ences like she always has, but with a new
mindset,” says the actor-producer.

The makers have tried to wow the view-
ers by choosing some stunning locations this
season. The show’s creator, Star, says they
have filmed in Megéve in the French Alps,
Rome and the Italian countryside. “We're in
the French Alps, we're in Italy, it’s a big story.
And to me, the characters are maturing. The
show goes off in unexpected directions in
Season4,” he says.

After Season 4 ended with a ‘romantic
cliffhanger’, when Emily moves into an
[talian apartment to open a Rome office for
Agence Grateau and goes on a scooter ride
with her Italian beau, the series has been re-
newed for a fifth season. What's likely to
make the matter complicated is Emily’s
neighbour and on-and off-again boyfriend
Gabriel (Lucas Bravo) deciding to win her
back. Sending Emily to Italy, says Star, was
born out of the desire to “stay ahead of the
audience and take them to unexpected
places,” and prove “the show has the ability
to have a bigger footprint”.

Cut from the Same Cloth

Actor-politician Kamal Haasan’s House of Khaddar, styled by costume designer
Amritha Ram, gives his father’s love for khadi a contemporary edge

Rinku Ghosh

THE RECENTLY-CONCLUDED New York
Fashion Week this time had an unusual sight.
The clacking of a wooden loom built up a foot-
tapping beat in the atrium. Models sashayed
down in multi-textured khadi with a “grunge
meets classic clean” vibe, edgy but stopping
short of the cliff. Some of them even wore the
miniaturised spindle as a hair piece as
weavers joined themin the end. Thata hand-
spun Gandhian fabric could sit so easy with
contemporary cool and capture the giant
screens on Times Square was proof enough
that simplicity was indeed the best luxury.
And the label that made its coming-of-age
statement quietly was none other than actor-
politician Kamal Haasan’s House of Khaddar.
As critics appreciated the earth-toned
khaddar outfits meshed with denim pique
knits, patches of vegan leather and muslin
weaves, designer Amritha Ram, who has
been Haasan'’s stylist for years, has a story to
tell. “Very few know why Kamal sir under-
plays his foray into fashion. That’s because it
is not just an enterprise but a tribute to his
freedom fighter-father. He told me how his
father, alawyer, only wore coats made out of
khadi in court, his own way of rebelling
against the British Raj. Such was his loyalty

ALL ABOUT COMFORT

(Left) Amritha Ram; one of her designs at
the New York Fashion Week

that the day Kamal sir got him a silk dhoti
and uttariya (drape) from his earnings, his
father refused them, saying nothing could
replace khadi,” she says. In fact, this one act
of civil disobedience of sorts inspired the
tagline of the design house, “Fashion is civil
but disobedient.”

However, an entire khadi-based fashion
line was never on either Haasan’s or Ram’s
mind and happened quite by chance. “We
were once stuck at a shoot for the Tamil edi-
tion of Big Boss. For some reason, his outfits
weren'’t ready. | had ordered khadi for a film;
it was ombre-coloured. So I cut a suit out of
it. He liked its comfort so much that he
wanted more. A couple of episodes later, we
conceived the fashion label,” says Ram, who
is a graduate of the New York-based Fashion
Institute of Technology and descendant
of one of the legacy weaver families
of Kanjivaram.

Growing up with lush zari and silks, she
took to costume designing for Tamil and
Telugu films as a natural progression. They
allowed Ram to play with textures, adding
luminosity, colour and sheen to fabrics. “So
deconstructed khadi, broke its plebeian ori-
gins and made it look different,” she says.

Using Western silhouettes, she added
splashes of colour with vegan leather
patches. “We used tomato, apple and banana
skins. We used natural colours for hand-dye-
ing. The New York collection had a palette of
dirty sand, blue, brown, beige and slate grey.
In some pieces, we blended 70 per cent khadi
and 30 per cent denim, the other fabric of
workwear,” says Ram, who is now looking to
reinvent other Indian fabrics.

Heena Khandelwal

TEN YEARS ago, Ankit Gupta, in partnership
with his school friend-turned-business part-
ner Chirag Chhajer, opened Burma Burmain
the bustling art district of Kala Ghoda,
Mumbai. The roots, however, could be traced
back to the Gupta household where their
food was a mix of Indian and Burmese plates.
Think of a bowl of creamy khao suey, a co-
conut milk noodle soup served with condi-
ments, or savoury laphet thoke, a fermented
tea leaf salad that has mildly sour flavours.

For ayoung Gupta, it wasn’t anything out
of the ordinary until he realised that the de-
licious dishes from his tiffin or family gather-
ings weren’t available anywhere else.

“I just assumed what I ate at home must
be easy to find outside but it wasn’t. That’s
when it registered that what we have is
something special,” recalls Gupta, now 34.
This realisation nudged him to take a deeper
interest in his mother’s cooking. “I began con-
necting with my mother’s Burmese roots.”

Gupta’s mother Urmila was born and
raised in Prome (now Pyay), a bustling trad-
ing town in southern Burma (now
Myanmar). Originally from Fatehpur,
Rajasthan, her grandfather moved to Burma
in the early 1900s for business. She grew up
savouring the flavours of Burma. “Near our
school, there were carts selling raw mango
salad, laphet thoke, khao suey and other
dishes. While my mother only cooked Indian
food at home, I was allowed to eat Burmese
dishes — but only vegetarian,” remembers
the 70-year-old, who eventually mastered
these recipes. In the early 1970s, Urmila em-

Burma on Their Plate

From following family recipes to travelling through Myanmatr, the founders of Burma Burma
look back on their ten-year journey

==

igrated to India with her family and soon
married a hotelier in Mumbai. “I missed
Burmese food, sol cooked it at home. My de-
vrani and jethani (sisters-in-law) loved it,”
she smiles, “I always dreamed of opening a
Burmese restaurant.”

Coming from a family deeply entrenched
in hospitality — his grandfather had licensed

BOWLED OVER
(Above) Burma

Burma’s Anniversary
menu; Ankit Gupta
(left) and
Chirag Chhajer
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several tea stall-cum-snack shops across
Mumbai’s railway stations before transition-
ing to hotel management, a legacy contin-
ued by his father — Gupta’s interest in ex-
ploring Burma’s culinary heritage seemed
like a natural progression.

“Initially, I thought I'd open a pan-Asian
restaurant; Burmese cuisine wasn’t my pri-

DAKSH CHINDALIA

mary focus,” he recalls. After earning his ho-
tel management degree, Gupta joined the
Indian Hotels Company as a management
trainee at The Taj Mahal Hotel, Mumbai.
Everything changed with his first trip to
Burma in 2011, on which he took along his
batchmate Ansab Khan, now head chef of
Burma Burma. They travelled across

New Delhi

Mandalay, Yangon and Sagaing, eating at
friends’ homes, exploring street food, and
visiting local markets.

Around this time, he reconnected with
his school friend Chhajer. “Chirag had an of-
fice in China, which is also the best place for
sourcing kitchen equipment. We took a trip
together. That's when our friendship rekin-
dled,” says Gupta. “It was also when I started
thinking about stepping away from my fam-
ily business to do something on my own,”
adds Chhajer.

To test the waters, they hosted pop-ups
in Mumbai and Goa. They began working
closely with Burmese chefs, borrowing
recipes from Urmila, and assembling a team.
Burma Burma, India’s first vegetarian
Burmese restaurant, opened its doors in May
2014 in Kala Ghoda — a bold choice for a
neighbourhood that traditionally emptied
out by 6 pm as the office-goers departed.

Designed by Minnie Bhatt, the restaurant
and tea bar showcases earthy wooden inte-
riors. The menu, curated under Urmila’s
guidance, included family favourites like the
Oh No Khowsuey and Tea Leaf Salad. “From
day one, the response was overwhelming,”
Gupta says. “There was a month-long wait
to get a table.” His mother chimes in, “Even
my friends would call, asking for a table!”

Hunger Pangs Pvt Ltd, the parent com-
pany founded by Gupta and Chhajer, now
runs 13 outlets across eight cities. Last month,
they raised $2 million in equity investment,
following a successful $2 million seed round
in November 2022. And they are now eye-
ing 12 new restaurants over the next 24-36
months, including at Mumbai’s Palladium
Mall and Delhi’s DLF Promenade.
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ROHAN BANERJEE

Going Places, at Home

The modern landscape of communications has blanched the mystique associated with travel.
With images of every corner of the planet a click away, travel no longer offers the thrill of discovery

Rohan Banerjee

RAVELWAS once an essential en-

deavourif you wanted to discover

a world beyond your own. The

beauty of a faraway region could

be appreciated only after long
days of voyaging. The minutiae of life inanew
city —local customs, provincial cuisine — had
tobe experienced first-hand. Books and travel
magazines may have painted broad brush-
strokes of your destination but the canvas re-
mained inchoate until you journeyed to see it
with your own eyes.

Today, the world can be viewed in the palm
of one’s hand. In How To Travel Without Seeing,
writer and poet Andrés Neuman, remarked:
“These days we go places without moving.
Sedentary nomads, we canlearnabouta place
and travel there in aninstant. Nevertheless, or
perhaps consequently, we stay athome, rooted
infront of the screen...Wherever we go, we re-
main within the same landscape: the land-
scape of communications.”

This modern landscape of communica-
tions has blanched the mystique associated
with travel. There is little room for surprise
when daily itineraries and listicles of ‘hidden
gems’ clinically dissect every conceivable lo-
cale. Withimages of every corner of the planet
a few clicks away, travel no longer offers the
thrill of discovery. Instead, it lures you with a
different promise: an escape from monotony.

When you travel, you get a chance to lay
aside your assigned roles and duties, and play
out an alternate existence. It affords a brief
respite from the humdrum of home. No mat-
ter your travel philosophy — whether it’s
must-see-top-sights or slow, deliberative ex-
ploration — there is a desire to leave behind
the quotidian life, to shape your vacation days
as counterpoints to your routines. For some,
an annual visit to a favourite city can be
enough to scratch thisitch for change; for oth-

ers,a whirlwind trip of anew countryisanad-
equate taste of the exotic. And then there are
those, whose love for unusual travel canman-
ifest in more ominous ways.

If you belong to this last category, you are
sure to exhibit the characteristics of this itin-
erant species. When someone makes you
walk for miles in the wilderness, you are able
to successfully quell your desire to bash their
head in with a rock. You think nothing of get-
ting drenched in the rain and being crisped by
the sun. Bent under the weight of your pack
and plodding uphill on weary legs, you can
suppress the longing to leap off the cliff just to
end your suffering. Most crucially, you candip
into your deepest well of fortitude, plumb the
depths of your forbearance, to endure a break-
fast of oats porridge.

Later, when you return to civilisation with
tales of your (mis)adventures and people look
atyouwith a mix of pity,and alarm, you likely
assuage them by saying that no holiday can
feel as enlivening as one spent hiking. You're
quite right, of course. In 1923, an editorial in
The Guardian touted the benefits of ‘rambling’
in the mountains and moorlands, thus: “...

All Creatures

Great and Small

How back-to-back safaris zigzagging through central
India’s Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve and Pench

National Park promise immersive wildlife experiences

COUNTRY
ROADS

For centuries, the
high-altitude view
has enamoured poets
and philosophers
alike. There is
something surreal
about observing the
world from a height

every time one spends a long day among the
heather or the peat; a coating of the almost in-
evitably — incipient parasitism that comes of
living always in a crowd falls from you; you
“breathe deep and are yourself”...”.Overacen-
tury later, these words ring truer than ever.

To city-dwellers, having the run of an
alpine meadow can feel liberating. While the
traffic gridlock at busy intersections triggered
rage, waiting for mountain goats to cross a trail
prompts a smile. On a steep ridgeline, the din
of urban spaces can be traded for silence bro-
ken only by the whip of the wind. Every year,
thousands of hikers make a beeline for the
mountains — venturing into wild expanses
untamed by humanity — hoping to earn a
measure of this solitude.

For centuries, the high-altitude view has
enamoured poets and philosophers alike.
There is something surreal about observing
the world from a height — to see the hills
rolling into the horizon, streams thinning into
ribbons, and lakes sparkling like freshly-
minted coins. As Robert Macfarlane so elo-
quently wrote in Mountains of the Mind, when
you're on top of amountain: “... the only lim-

its to how far you can see are the mechanical
limits of your vision. Otherwise, you are
panoptic, satellitic, an all-seeingL... And thatis
an unforgettable sensation.”

This sensation can also acquire adark edge.
The history of mountaineering s littered with
stories of climbers whose obsession with
summits claimed their lives. But for the ama-
teur hiker, this ‘inverted gravity of mountain-
going’,as Macfarlane calls it, need not be only
about conquering peaks. There is much else
mountain travel has to offer and every foray
into the highlands can feel different.

AtBeas Kund, you are greeted by a phalanx
of snow-capped sentinels as the headwaters
of the river thread through the sparse valley.
During a night march to Pangarchulla, the
clear skies and starlight turn the mountain-
side into amoonscape. In the Rupin Valley, you
can camp at the foot of a thundering water-
fall. On the rope lines leading up to Friendship
Peak, a bout of vertigo can assail you when you
peer into a crevasse. In the forests above
Rimbick, where the hills of North Bengal crest
into Sikkim, rhododendrons abound, and fur-
ther north-west, the trail to Kuari Pass leads
you into an icy wasteland.

These sights, though awe-inspiring, are
rarely unforeseen. In the course of your re-
search, you inevitably trawl through trekking
websites and galleries highlighting the many
photogenic vistas at the hiking route. When
you stand on a ledge after hours of climbing
and look at the chevron of jagged peaks on the
horizon, you are robbed of the feeling of new-
ness, of having discovered this view.

But this is of little consequence. You will
keep returning to the mountains becauseitis
notdiscovery thatyou're after. Itis the oppor-
tunity to flee the ordered life you've built in
the plains, to collect memories that will sus-
tain you through months of monotony until
you can travel again.

The writerisa Mumbai-based lawyer
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A Day in the
Life of Yala

Sri Lanka’s second-largest national
park has been the cornerstone of
the island nation’s wildlife

GENTLE GIANTS
Elephants cool off in a pool at Yala National Park

Arefa Tehsin

HE SKY yawns, and the sun rises from a recur-

ring dream. Yala doesn’t have to wake up. It

never sleeps. The calls of langurs, junglefowls

and other emissaries of day fill up the morning,
There is the Indian Ocean on one side, and on the other is
the dominion of Panthera pardus kotiya: a thousand
square kilometres of deciduous forests, shrubs, marshes,
grassy plains, huge rock formations, silver lagoons and
sandy beaches. The fingers of sea pull at the sand and
waves dance like dervishes.

This second-largest national park of Sri Lanka with the
highest concentration of leopards in the world was saved
because it was a hunting reserve, as most national parks
in India once were. The Ceylon Game Protection Society
(The Wildlife and Nature Protection Society now), formed
by 26 hunters, was instrumental in establishing it. The
park has been the cornerstone of the island nation’s
wildlife. Gates open. Jeeps drive in. A dancing peacock
doesn’t give us right of passage. Instead, he throws frantic
colours in the morning air. Our camouflage jackets are not
fooling him. But there are crucial things in hand like woo-
ing his girl. A sloth bear tends to a wound on our mud-
blown path. He doesn’t give a hoot to human hips jutting
out of jeeps to catch a glimpse of his scrubby mane.

Other than the rock pools, streams and the two rivers,
the ‘tanks’ made by the kings of yore provide water for the
elephants. You can picture Adam naming the variety of
wildlife here — bee-eaters, jackals, elephants, crocodiles,
mongooses, water buffaloes, sambar, wild boars. .. Seven
endemic and several migratory birds swim and soar in
Yala National Park. Here the migrants are not refugees.
They claim it as their own, and the forest greets their
yearly visits with endless conversations and banquets.

Afternoon. We come across a colony of the endemic
grey hornbills by a lake. Couples take off in flight and plant
kisses on beaks, tentatively, and then in a rush of emo-
tion...telling each other that no one loves you like I do.

Aherd of elephants walks swaying their tiny tailsto a
water hole. After the fun, the mothers try to get the babies
out, but one keeps running back into its bubble bath.

Later, a lady elephant in heat catches the side-handle
of our jeep, her one angry eye looking into my partner
Aditya’s two inches away. The driver gives her a poke. She
moves ahead, giving us a look that she understands her
own brute force as well as the limitations of the divine.

Evening falls. Lucas, the alpha leopard, makes jeeps
jostle and jam as he comes out to have an evening drink.
The jeeps wait, till the last moment they can push their
luck. And then speed towards the closing park gates.

Dusk. We loosen our bones after a day-long adventure.
The sky catches the sun and puts the shiny coin in her
pocket of countless suns. In the ink-night, the sea, loved
by the moon, rises in a tide. | imagine I hear a whale song.
Suddenly, sitting by the moon-washed mangroves, I feel
the urge to get down on my knees and pray to the trees. To
save themselves from us. “Don’t die,” | whisper. As if be-
lieving enough would make it happen.

Arefa Tehsin is a Colombo-based writer and environmentalist

Sona Bahadur

THEREIS no scintillating big-cat action on day
one of my safari at Maharashtra’s Tadoba-
Andhari Tiger Reserve. Nor do [ bump into
leopards, sloth bears, wild dogs. The bamboo
forestis dry and stark, its stillness broken only
by the piercing lament of a peacock.

But I'm not complaining. The jungle’s re-
moteness is rejuvenating. Drifting along the
dry-deciduous forest, Ilearn to distinguish be-
tween the mating and alarm calls of spotted
deer, admire white-trunked kullu trees, take
inalesson on butterfly puddling from our nat-
uralist Shaheen Shaikh and get enthralled by
a paradise flycatcher’s aerial dance.

As we stagger back to the hotel in the
forenoon, Shaheen regales me with stories of
Tadoba’s star felines. It's been over a year since
Maya, Tadoba’s tigress documented in
National Geographic’s film Tiger Queen of Taru,
was last sighted. “The current favourite, Choti
Tara, is past her prime, but remains a doting
mother to her cubs,” says Shaheen.

Waghoba Eco Lodge, a property of

Pugdundee Safaris, sits in the middle of a
copse of trees. Located in drought-prone
Vidarbha, it’s heartening that the team here
is so passionate about sustainability. “Two
years ago, this was a barren piece of land,”
Harish Arya, the lodge manager, tells me over
a Nagpuri meal of fiery saoji chicken.
Persistent rewilding efforts have resulted in
pops of greenery that attract a plethora of
wildlife to the area.

[ spend the day pottering around the
scrubland and take in some avian action from
the ‘hide’ — a professionally designed bunker
for photography. The next morning, I am
woken up early toreach the park’s Khutwanda
Gate. An overnight spell of rain has trans-
formed the parched terrain into a tropical rain-
forest. Driving around, we photograph troops
of langurs, a party of sharp-tusked wild boars
and a crested-hawk eagle. “Mercifully, it has
stopped raining,” I say. No sooner are the
words uttered that dark thunderclouds billow
above, followed by a swoosh of rain. The open
jeep offers little protection and our ponchos
don’t help. We are about to leave but on the
park guide’s advice, head to Pandharpauni lake.

BURNING
BRIGHT

A tigress crossing a
road in Tadoba,
Maharashtra

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

It'sagood decision. As the skies pour down
their magic, we spot Choti Tara under amahua
tree. Moments later, the matriarch delights
everyone by doing a ‘road show,” two skittish
cubs in tow.

Post lunch, 1 zip off to Pench, located in the
districts of Seoni and Chhindwada in Madhya
Pradesh. In sharp contrast to arid Waghoba,
this densely wooded 40-acre haven gives the
feeling of being alone in the jungle. “Anything
canwalkin here — tigers, buffaloes, leopards,”
says Ghanshyam Singh, the manager.

The ride to Pench National Park passes
through the picturesque Sarrahiri village. The
stunning 758 sq km deciduous forest, withits
magnificent teak trees, glimmering lakes and
rocky boulders, was the inspiration behind
Rudyard Kipling’s 1894 classic, The Jungle Book.
Just afew hundred metres into the core zone,
we encounter a leopard lying on a rocky out-
crop. Though the known to be shy, this one

preens for photographs, before sauntering to
a nearby stream. There is more skin-tingling
excitement ahead. As we stop to shoot an or-
ange-and-black rock agama performing push-
ups to attract a mate, a langur calls. A tigress
suddenly comes out from a lantana thicket.
“It's Lakshmi. She’s very shy. We are lucky to
sight her,” whispers Deepa Rakshana, the
lodge naturalist. The feline sniffs a tree, then
sprays urine to mark her scent.

Weaving through the forest, we find
Lakshmi’s mate Swastik lolling in a pond. Ten
minutes later, he emerges and walks toward
the road to cross, but the avalanche of jeeps
blocks his path. The beast emits a snarl of dis-
pleasure. I feel a pang of guilt, but my mood
lifts as we see another leopard. He has his head
out from arocky alcove. “It’s prime real estate,
sort of like the Malabar Hill of Pench,” says
Deepa. The last day brings wildlifeimmersion
sans the big cats. My favourite is a herd of gaurs

New Delhi
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or Indian bison roaming across the emerald
green plains. A female has just delivered, and
the mother fawns over her newborn as it
struggles, quite literally, to find its feet.

Onmy last evening, I ponder the key take-
aways from my visit. The vast web of life in
the wilderness unveils the ultimate survival
lessons —about competitions and collabora-
tions, nurturing and hunting, conquering ter-
ritory and securing bloodlines. At dinner,
when Ghanshyam asks me about my
favourite sightings, I rave with equal enthusi-
asm about the felines as the mating acrobat-
ics of colourful lizards. Deepa looks pleased.
“When you're interested in every living be-
ing, not just tigers, that’s when you truly en-
joy the jungle,” she says.

Sona Bahaduris anindependent food journalist and
author based in Mumbai. She is former editor, BBC
Good Food Magazine India
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Where ageing

At the AIIMS geriatric centre, patients get
holistic care. Can the Ayushman Bharat
health coverage for the 70-plus help?

Anonna Dutt

OULDYOU takeatrainto

keep your doctor’s ap-

pointment? Every three

months, 72-year-old

Pawan Kumar from
Bihar’'s Muzaffarpur does just that, helped by
his son or daughter. Although he has to use
his bladder bag, he doesn’t miss his appoint-
ment at the AIIMS National Centre for Ageing,
where doctors not only listen to all his woes,
they screen his parameters without asking
and prescribe a routine that makes him feel
“normal.” And that magic word is all the eld-
erly need to keep going. They fear a disease as
that would mean using up their resources in
the absence of a medical insurance.

That’s why the government’s recent deci-
sion to expand the Ayushman Bharat health
coverage to include everyone over the age of
70 years will go a long way towards keeping
the elderly healthy. The Rs 5-lakh cover may
be too little for some battling multiple health
conditions but it can still lower their medical
bills and out-of-pocket spends.
Simultaneously, a greying population alsoin-
dicates a need to invest in holistic care facili-
ties that can provide a safety net.

Kumar has been dealing with recurrent
infections for years because of the bladder bag
he has to use — a cancer survivor, his urinary
bladder was removed 10 years ago for cancer
treatment. “ have to take antibiotics for infec-
tions but they have side-effects. I feel nau-
seous, my mouth dries up and my lips shrivel
up. Most of the time I do not have any appetite.
And eating less also affects my diabetes. I
come here every three months to get my
medicines adjusted and to make sure that all
my parameters are normal,” he says while
waiting outside the physiotherapist’s clinic
for his mobility exercises.

WHAT'S GERIATRIC CARE?
Every day, 350 people over the age of 65
years visit various clinics, all conveniently lo-

cated on the ground floor, at the National
Centre for Ageing, which promises holistic
care under one roof. There are 100 beds in the
in-patient wing. Geriatric care needs a multi-
disciplinary approach of managing the per-
son’s age-related disorders, chronicillnesses,
emotional and functional well-being. “For ex-
ample, an elderly man s likely to have multi-
ple morbidities, say diabetes, knee pain, for-
getfulness or an enlarged prostate. If they go
to different specialists for each complaint,
their bills go up and they will have a problem
of taking too many pills prescribed by each,”
says Dr Prashun Chatterjee, professor in the
department of geriatric medicine at AIIMS.
The role of the geriatrician is to integrate the
therapy protocol unless a problem is too big
and the patient has to be referred to a special-
ist, say an endocrinologist or orthopaedician.

Infact, the National Centre for Ageing has
certain speciality clinics like orthopaedics,
oncology and general surgery. “If an elderly
person is diagnosed with cancer, the oncol-
ogist will check with the geriatrician on the
patient’s capacity to tolerate chemotherapy
or surgery. If the patient is vulnerable, then
the two can work on alternative options,”
says Dr Chatterjee.

AN AFFORDABLE SAFE SPACE

Given his long treatment protocol at Al-
IMS, Kumar knows the ins and outs of
processes like getting abed, seeking a surgery
date and completing treatment. “While you
have to queue up, thisis also the best care one
can receive at the most affordable cost. With
the new cover, I may be able to get sizeable
relief,” says Kumar, who was treated for a pan-
creatic cystin 2009 and then bladder cancer
in 2011.

He pays for his travel and treatment since
he does not have health insurance. He had a
small store of readymade garments earlier
but had to give that up as he needed frequent
bathroom breaks after his bladder surgery.
Now, his daughters run a cosmetics store.
“Most patients are from poorer families, do
not have insurance policies and end up selling

LIFE
POSITIVE

ALL -IN-ONE

Patients over 70 get
tested for cognition,
memory, depression,
nutrition, muscle
loss, vision, hearing

their assets for treatment,” says Dr Chatterjee.
A government hospital, therefore, seems an
affordable option.

SCREENING FOR AGE-RELATED DISTRESS

Seventy-eight-year-old Rama Devi* com-
plains of restlessness, sweating and a sharp
back and leg pain at night. While diagnosing
whatled to her condition, the doctor asks her
if she has memory problems too. “Yes, I do
tend to forget things, find it difficult to remem-
ber where I had kept certain household items
or who I'was looking for,” she says.

As part of preparations for healthy ageing,
all patients over the age of 70 years get
screened and tested for cognition, memory,
depression, nutrition, mobility, muscle loss,
visionand hearingissues. Ared stamp on the

prescription — which lists both present or ab-
sent symptoms — can be encircled by the as-
sessor to provide relevant information quickly
to the treating doctor.

“This screening can help us pick up con-
ditions such as dementia and Alzheimer’s
early on, when the patients can be given med-
icines to slow the cognitive decline,” says Dr
Chatterjee. The screening module also helps
zero in on the patient’s mobility and risk of
falls. “It is very common for the elderly to re-
strict their movement once they have had a
fall. But this is counter-intuitive because
movement is the key to keeping our bones
and muscles healthy. So we figure out the rea-
son for the fall and tackle that. It could be mus-
cle loss for which they can undergo physio-
therapy, it could be a problem of vision that

ILLUSTRATION: SUVAJIT DEY
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What is geriatric care?

COMPREHENSIVE MEDICAL
MANAGEMENT: It involves
diagnosing and treating multiple,
often chronic, health conditions
common in older adults, such as
heart disease, arthritis, diabetes,
and cognitive decline

MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH:
Ateam of healthcare providers
addresses the diverse needs of
elderly patients

FUNCTIONAL AND COGNITIVE
SUPPORT: It emphasises
improving physical function and
cognitive health, aiming to
enhance quality of life

MEDICATION MANAGEMENT:
Monitoring and adjusting
medications due to the person’s
increased sensitivity to drug
interactions and side effects

HOLISTIC CARE: This includes
addressing mental health, social
support, end-of-life care and
coordination of long-term care

we can try and correct, it could be because of
a hearing problem,” says Dr Chatterjee.

SUPPORTIVE CARE

Equally important as doctors are the per-
sonnel providing supportive care. When 67-
year-old Shyam Kumar — who already has ad-
vanced dementia — complains of leg pain, loss
of balance and a lack of appetite, the atten-
dant arranges slots to meet the physiothera-
pist, who can help him with the pain, the op-
tometrist, who can check his vision, the
cognitive therapist, who can teach him some
memory exercises, and the nutritionist, who
can help him with the diet.

“The elders need supportive care and the
aim of the centre is to provide them every kind
of therapy so that they do not need to go to
different centres,” says Dr Chatterjee, who be-
lieves that quality care is all about sensitivity.

(*Name changed to protect privacy)

Neil Patil
Founder, COO & CTO
Veena World

netli@veenaworld.com

I spent the last weekend planning a
trip to Bali later this year, and one
thing that will definitely be on my
packing checklist 15 my PADI Scuba
Diving license, Whether it's diving
into crystal-clear waters or explonng
the wvibrant coral reefs, having
that license opens up a whole new
world of experiences. But it got me
thinking what other licenses do I need
to truly fulfill my travel goals? So,
why not dive mto some of the most
exciting hicenses that every adventur-
er should have on their bucket list?
Let’s explore the thnlling certifica-

tions that not only take you deeper,
but higher, further, and beyond.

Scuba Diving License

Scuba diving was my first venture
into the world of adventure licenses,
and it's been nothing short of transfor-
mative. | eamed my open water
scuba diving certification in the
Andaman Islands, a place that feels
like a diver's paradise. If you have
never been to the Andamans,
magine white sandy  beaches,
crystal-clear waters, and an underwa-
ter world bursting with life. From
ship-wrecks and manta rays to
colourful coral gardens, it was the
perfect destination to get certified.

Learming to dive was challenging
but incredibly rewarding. The Open
Water Diver license lets you explore
depths of up to 18 meters (60 feet),
and while the trainmg may seem
daunting at first — leaming underwa-
ter breathing, buoyancy control, and
emergency protocols — it's all worth it
once you make that first plunge into
the ocean. And here's a fun fact:
Ihd you know that divers burn up to
600 calories per hour underwater?
It's one of the few adventure sports
that combines seremity with a bit
of a workout.

Since eaming my PADI scuba
certification, I have been diving all
over, from coral reefs to shipwrecks.
In fact, T recently sat down for a
Travel Explore Celebrate Life
podcast episode with Sushant Joshi,
founder of Scuba Reels, a company
that films underwater exploration.
We did an episode together on scuba
diving tips, and it's packed with

The Ultimate Guide to Adventure
Licenses: Dive, Fly, and Explore

advice for beginners and seasoned
divers ahke. You can check out
the full episode by scanning the
QR code below:

Skydiving License

Next on my adventure bucket list—
Skydiving. 1 have vet to even do a
tandem  skydive, but there's
something about getting my
skvdiving license that calls to me. The
idea of jumping solo from a
plane at 14,000 feet is both ternfying
and exhilarating,

One of the fastest and most
popular ways to get your skydiving
certification 1s through the Accelerat-
ed Free Fall (AFF) program. Unlike
tandem skydiving, where you are
attached to an instructor, AFF 1s
designed to get you freefalling solo in
as few as 8 jumps. The process starts
with ground tramning, where you will
learn essential skills like body
positioning, deploying your
parachute, and handling emergency
scenarios. Then, during vour first
jump, you will be accompanied by
two instructors who will help you
maintain stability in the air until you
deploy your parachute,

As wyou progress through the
program, you will need to demon-
strate stable freefall, tums, and safe
landings - all while gradually gaining
more independence. By your 7" or 8*
jump, you will be exiting the plane
entirely on your own, with the
freedom to control every aspect of the
dive. Once you have completed the
required jumps and passed the pract-
cal assessments, you will eam your
AFF license, qualifying you to

take your adventures to the next level!

skydive solo anywhere in the world.
Just imagme stepping out of that
plane door at 14,000 feet, knowing
it’s just yvou and the sky, with no
instructor tethered to your back!

Drone License in India

If there's one thing that adds an
entirely new perspective to travel, it's
a drone. For a long ume, I have
wanted to get my drone license in
India, especially as drones become a
vital tool for captuning travel photog-
raphy and videography. Whether vou
are hiking in the Himalayas or explor-
ing the backwaters of Kerala, a drone
allows you to film breathtaking shots
that ground-level cameras simply
can't. And what prompted me to
include this license in this write-up is
that Veena World's Tour Manager,
Amol Salgar, recently got lis
license, and when I heard him talk
about 1t, I serously had big FOMO
(fear of missing out). So, yup, it's now
on the list,

Flying drones mn India requires
some legal know-how. If your drone
weighs more than 250 grams, you
will need to get a Remotely Piloted
Adrcraft System (RPAS) License, The
process includes passing a ground
training exam, registering vour drone,
and adhenng to Indian regulations,
which limit where and how high
yvou can fly.

India is one of the few countries
that categorses drones into five types,
from tiny Nano Drones (weighing

less than 250 grams) to Large Drones
(over 150 kalograms). Each category
has specific rules, including the
requirement to fly within visual line
of sight and below 120 meters.

The possibilities are endless once you
are licensed. Imagine flving a drone
over the terraced tea fields of Assam
or capturing the sunset from above
Havelock Island's iconic beaches.
With the nght certification, you can
film your entire travel adventure from
a bird's-eye view.
Paragliding License

Now, for those who preferto soara
little closer to the earth, there's
paraghding. If wvou have ever
watched people gliding gracefully
through the sky, suspended beneath
a colorful wing, and thought,
'l would love to try that,” you are not
alone, Paraghding 15 one of the most
accessible and thnlling ways to
experience flight, and getting a
paragliding license opens up the skies
around the world for exploration.

The frst time | tned paraghding, it
was a tandem flight, with a profes-
sional handling all the technical stuff
while 1 sat back and took in the
incredible views, But after that first
taste, I was hooked - 1 wanted to be
the one in control, steering my own
flightt The process of getting a
paragliding license involves ground
school to leam about weather condi-
tions, flight mechanics, and safety, as
well as a senes of traming flights

Think a scuba license 1s exciting? Wait until you see what else can

where vou practice launching,
controlling, and landing your ghider.

Once you have completed the
necessary training — usually about
10-15 days depending on vyour
location and skill level — you will be
licensed to fly solo in designated
paragliding zones all around the
world, Imagine launching from the
hills of Switzerdand's Interlaken,
catching thermals to ghide high above
the snow-capped peaks, or soaring
over the rolling landscapes of Spain's
Andalusia! One of the best parts
about paragliding i1s the sense of
connection with nature. Unlike
powered flight, paragliding is a silent,
peaceful experience, You are riding
the air currents just like birds do,
moving with the wind, not against it.

Now, let's take a moment to
acknowledge something important -
yvou don’t need these licenses to travel
the world or have an epic adventure,
You can absolutely enjoy a tandem
skydive, explore the underwater
world with a guide, or hire a licensed
drone operator to capture your
perfect aenal shots without needing
to mvest the time, effort, and money
into getting certified yourself.

Many adventure companies and
tour operators offer guided experienc-
es that allow you to sample these
activities without any prior experi-
ence or licensing. Then you may ask,
why spend weeks traiming for a scuba
diving or paragliding license when |

ADVERTORIAL

could just show up and emoy the
experience under someone else's
watchful eye? The answer is simple:
freedom and mastery. When you
hold one of these adventure
licenses, 1t’s like having a golden key
that opens up a whole new level
of autonomy, exploration, and
confidence. Freedom 15, hands down,
the biggest reason why [ want to start
pursuing adventure licenses.

The second reason i1s mastery, |
think there is something deeply
satisfying about gaining a skill that
allows you to connect with nature in
a more immersive way. Mastery
brings a sense of confidence and
self-reliance. When vou are certified
to skydive solo, you don't just partici-
pate in an adventure — you command
it. You know how to handle yourself
in different environments, read the
conditions, and navigate challenges.
It’s the difference between watching
the action from the sidelines and
stepping into the lead role of vour
own adventure story.

That's why, while these licenses
aren't mandatory, they are incredibly
fulfilling for those of us who want to
dive deeper into our adventures. They
are about pushing boundaries,
gaining independence, and adding
new dimensions to the way we travel.

In the end, it all comes down to
what vou are looking for n your
travels. So, have I convinced you to
add a new license to your travel list?
Or did | miss out on any other such
unique licenses from around the
world? T would love to know your
thoughts, so writeé (0 me at
neili@veenaworld.com, Until next
time, adventure 1s waiting, so take the
leap and Celebrate Life!

Listen to more travel stories
like this on our podcast
Travel. Explore. Celebrate Life,
on Spotify, Apple Podcasts,
JioSaavn, Youtube

veehaworld.com
Toll-Free; 1800 22 7979
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