
THUMBNAILS

Devotees seek blessings as the Imam dis-
plays the holy relic of Prophet Muhammad 
on the Friday following Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi, 
at Hazratbal Shrine in Srinagar. � ANI
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WEATHER

Mostly cloudy. Rain likely in the 
afternoon. Maximum and minimum 
temperatures likely to be around  
35 °C and 28 °C respectively. 
 
RAINFALL: NIL 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY  
Max. 83 % Min. 72 % 
TEMPERATURE 
Max: 35.2˚C               Min: 28.3˚C  
SUN RISES                 SUN SETS 
05:25 hrs                   17:33 hrs 
MOON RISES              MOON SETS 
19:55 hrs                   08:35 hrs 
 New Moon on 3 October

Bombay HC strikes down IT Rules amend-
ment on 'Fact Checker Units': A "tie-break-
er" judge of Bombay High Court's on Friday 
struck down the Information Te c hnology 
Rules amendments' Rule 3, which empowers 
the Central government to set up Fact Che -
ck Units (FCUs) to weed out "fake and mis-
leading" information about it on social me -
dia platforms as violative of Articles 14 and 
19 of the Constitution.      (Details on Pg 10)

Tirupati laddu row: Nadda seeks report from Andhra  CM Naidu 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Union Minister for Health 
and Family Welfare Jagat 
Prakash Nadda on Friday 
said he has taken note of 
reports which claimed that 
‘animal fat’ was used in the 
adulterated ghee used as an 
ingredient for making laddus 
at the Tirumala Tirupati Tem-
ple, and sought a report from 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu over 
the matter. 

He said that after exam-
ining the report, suitable 
action will be taken accord-
ingly. 

In response to a question 
on the ongoing row over 
Tirupati laddus, Mr Nadda, 
at a Press conference here, 
said: “This report came 
through digital media. As 
soon as I got this news, I 
spoke to Chandrababu Naidu 
ji and took details from him. 
I have told him to send the 
report available with him. I 

will examine that report.” 
He said: “I will talk to the 

state (food safety) regulators 
and ask them what they have 
to say. (After) examining the 
entire report and taking into 
account all the aspects of 
the report, suitable action 
will be taken accordingly.” 

“I have sought the report. 
I will examine it. FSSAI will 
examine it, then it will give 
its report. We will take action 
available under the law and 
rules of the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI),” he said. 
Meanwhile, the Congress 

demanded an enquiry over 
the matter. 

Congress Chairman of 
Media and Publicity Depart-
ment Pawan Khera in a post 
on X wrote: “If the claims of 
desecration of the T irupati 
laddoos is right, of course a 
full-fledged enquiry must 
identify the guilty and 
strictest possible punishment 
must be meted out but, if 
the claims are wrong or 
motivated then, millions of 

devotees of Tirupati will not 
forgive those playing with 
their faith.” 

Attacking the BJP, he further 
said: “Until then, it suits the 
BJP to allow polarising con-
spiracy theories to fly thick 
in the air in election season.” 

On Friday, the YSRCP 
has approached Andhra 
Pradesh High Court seeking 
a probe into the allegations 
made by CM Naidu that 
under the previous govern-
ment led by YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, ‘animal fat’ was used 
in the adulterated ghee used 
as an ingredient for making 
the famed Tirupati laddus. 

Meanwhile,  Andhra 
Pradesh chief minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu has 
ordered the executive officer 
of the Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD) Shya-
mala Rao to provide a com-
prehensive report on the 
alleged adulteration of ingre-
dients used to make the 
famed Tirupati laddus. 

                 (See also Page 5) 

Supreme Court rap on CBI for ‘casting 
aspersions’ on West Bengal courts 
PARMOD KUMAR 
NEW DELHI, 20 SEPTEMBER  

 
Terming it “scandalous” and 
“unfortunate”, the Supreme 
Court on Friday castigated 
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) for casting 
aspersions on the entire 
judiciary in West Bengal 
while seeking the transfer 
of all the post-poll violence 
cases outside the state. 

Taking exception to the 
manner and tone of the 
transfer petition of the CBI, 
a bench of Justice Abhay S 
Oka and Justice Augustine 
George Masih said: “This is 
casting aspersions that the 
entire judiciary is under 
hostile environment.” 

“Mr. Raju, what kind of 
grounds are taken in this? 
That all courts in West Bengal 
have a hostile environment? 
Blanket averment that courts 
are illegally granting bail? 
This is casting aspersions that 
the entire judiciary is under 
hostile environment,” rema -
rked Justice Abhay S Oka. 

Faced with a volley of 
strong criticism from the 
bench, Additional Solicitor 
General S V Raju admitted 
that there was some “loose 
drafting” and sought to with-
draw the petition seeking 
the transfer of cases outside 
West Bengal. 

Refusing to accept a sim-
ple withdrawal, Justice Abhat 
S Oka said it was unfortunate 
that the CBI has chosen to 
cast aspersions on the courts 
in West Bengal. 

Threatening to issue a 
contempt notice to the lawyer 
responsible for drafting the 
transfer petition, the bench 
said: “Scandalous allegations 
have been made against all 
the courts in general in West 
Bengal.  

Repeatedly averred that 
there is a hostile environment 
prevailing in the courts. It 
is very unfortunate that the 

Central agency has chosen 
to cast aspersions on courts 
in West Bengal.” 

After it expressed its dis-
pleasure over the CBI trying 
to cast aspersions on the 
judiciary in West Bengal, 
the court dismissed the plea 
of the CBI and granted liberty 
to file a fresh petition. 

The CBI had filed the 
transfer petition to shift the 
trial in post-election violence 
cases outside the state  
due to the alleged concerns 
about witness intimidation 
and threats to the course of 
justice.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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C
hief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee 
on Friday wrote 
to Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi holding 
the Damodar Valley Cor-
poration (DVC) responsible 
for the current flood situ-
ation in the state. 

In the letter, the Chief 
Minister said several dis-
tricts, including East and 
West Burdwan, Birbhum, 
Bankura, Howrah, Hooghly 
and East and West Mid-
napore, are currently facing 
a flood situation because 
of the “unprecedented, 
unplanned and unilateral” 
release of around 5,00,000 
cusecs of water from the 
DVC’s Maithon and 
Panchet dams. “This huge 
quantum of discharge 
from the DVC dam system 
has never happened in 
the past,” she wrote. 

Asserting that Bengal 
is facing the biggest flood 
since 2009, the Chief Min-
ister pointed out that a 
total of 1,000 square kilo-
metres of area and nearly 
five million people have 

been affected because of 
the flood situation. 

“I am compelled to call 
it a man-made flood, a 
situation engineered by 
sheer neglect and turning 
a blind eye to sustained 
requests from the stake-
holder and long-suffering 
state government like us 
to address the technical, 
mechanical and managerial 
issues concerning the DVC 
system,” Miss Banerjee 
said in her letter. 

She said that despite 
requests made by the state 
government, which includ-

ed her personal telephonic 
conversation with the DVC 
chairman on the night of 
16 September, the com-
bined dam release was 
increased in quick suc-
cession the next day. 

According to her, the 
release could have been 
deferred, especially in view 
of the "emergency provi-
sion of encroaching beyond 
the maximum flood man-
agement levels at Maithon 
and Panchet reservoirs". 

“It remains a fact that 
the sharp increase in the 
combined dam release 

was made without waiting 
for the water levels to 
reach the maximum flood 
management levels at the 
two reservoirs mentioned 
above, and without having 
advance consultation with 
the state government,” 
the letter added. 

She also said that there 
is a need for dredging and 
desilting of the DVC reser-
voirs in order to restore 
their flood water holding 
capacity. “It is also alarming 
that DVC appears to have 
shifted focus from its pri-
mary objective of flood 
control in the Damodar 
River, as mandated by law 
to power generation, dis-
regarding the social obli-
gations. This shift has sac-
rificed the interests of the 
downstream state of West 
Bengal,” the Chief Minister 
stated.  

On Thursday, Miss 
Banerjee slammed the 
Jha rkhand government 
over the flood situation 
in her state. She alleged 
that the flood situation 
in Bengal has worsened 
since the DVC was releas-
ing water from its dams 
to save Jharkhand.

'DVC responsible for 
Bengal flood situation'
Chief minister Mamata Banerjee said this in a letter to PM Modi

Beware of those dividing society, 
insulting traditions abroad: Modi
ASHOK TUTEJA 
NEW DELHI, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
In a veiled attack on Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi for his 
remarks on reservation and 
Sikhs during his US visit, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday said people 
should beware of those 
“intending to divide society 
and insulting Indian traditions 
and culture” on foreign lands. 

He was also sharply critical 
of the Opposition parties 
which had raised a storm 
over his recent visit to the 
Chief Justice of India's res-
idence for Ganpati Puja.     

The PM was addressing 
the National PM Vishwakar-
ma Programme at Wardha 
in Maharashtra where he 
also launched the ‘Acharya 
Chanakya Skill Development 
Scheme' and the ‘Punyashlok 
Ahilyadevi Holkar Women 
Startup Scheme’. He released 
certificates and loans to PM 
Vishwakarma beneficiaries 
and also a commemorative 
stamp dedicated to mark 

one year of progress under 
PM Vishwakarma Yojna. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Mr Modi recalled Ganesh 
Utsav becoming a festival 
of unity in India during the 
freedom struggle under the 
leadership of Lokmanya Tilak 
in which people from every 
class and society joined the 
celebrations, and urged the 
citizens to stand with tradition 
and the agenda of respect 
and development.  “Together 
we will protect Maharashtra’s 
identity and boost its pride. 
We will fulfill the dreams of 
Maharashtra,” the PM said. 

He underlined that today 
is a special day as Mahatma 

Gandhi had started the cam-
paign against untouchability 
in 1932 on this day. He stated 
that with the PM Vishwakarma 
Yojna, the government has 
resolved to create a better 
future through skill develop-
ment and ‘shram to samriddhi’ 
(hard work to prosperity). 

Noting that the foundation 
stone of the PM MITRA park 
was laid today, he highlighted 
how the government is work-
ing to take its textile industry 
to the pinnacle of the world’s 
markets. He also added that 
India’s target is to re-establish 
the centuries-old fame and 
recognition of India’s textile 
industries. 

Faced with a volley of strong criticism, Addi-
tional Solicitor General S V Raju admitted that 
there was some „loose drafting‰ and sought 
to withdraw the petition seeking the transfer 
of cases outside West Bengal. The bench, how-
ever, refused to accept a simple withdrawal. 

NEW DELHI, 20 SEPTEMBER 
 

 A letter petition has been 
addressed to the Chief Justice 
of India, D.Y. Chandrachud, 
seeking the urgent interven-
tion of the Supreme Court 
into the alleged presence of 
animal fat in ghee used in 
making Tirumala laddus. 

“Recent investigations 
have revealed a disturbing 
truth that non-vegetarian 
products, specifically bird 
meat (kolis), were used in 
the preparation of ‘Prasadam’ 
during the tenure of the pre-
vious TTD Trust manage-
ment,” said the plea filed 
through advocate Satyam 
Singh adding that this act 
not only violates the funda-
mental tenets of Hindu reli-
gious customs. AGENCIES

Letter petition 
seeks urgent  
SC intervention 

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee during a 
visit to flood-affected areas at Udaynarayanpur in 
Howrah on Thursday. � ANI FILE PHOTOGRAPH
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Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Friday declared 
that the Centre is committed 
to eliminating Left Wing 
Extremism by March 2026. 

Due to the policies of 
the Modi government, Left 
Wing Extremism (LWE) has 
now been restricted to a 
few districts in Chhattisgarh, 
he said, adding that it is a 
threat to both humanity 
and the internal security 
of the country. 

Mr Shah was interacting 
with the victims of Maoist 
violence from Chhattisgarh 
at his residence in New Delhi. 
They included 55 people 
affected by violence from
LWE-affected areas of Chhat-
tisgarh under the aegis of the 
Bastar Peace Committee. 

Mr Shah stated that the 
Centre and the Government 
of Chhattisgarh will bring a 
comprehensive scheme for 

the overall development of 
people affected by LWE in 
the next three months. He 
said that through this plan, 
people affected by LWE 
across the country, including 
Chhattisgarh, will benefit 
from healthcare facilities, 
employment opportunities, 
and other welfare schemes. 

He said that through 
developmental schemes in 
LWE-affected areas, the Modi 
government has given a mes-
sage to the Maoists that the 
one who saves is greater 
than the one who kills. Those 
advocating the human rights 
of Maoists should also con-
sider the human rights of 
those who suffer because of 
Maoist terror.

AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI,  20 SEPTEMBER 

 
The Supreme Court on Friday 
took suo motu cognisance 
of the media reports about 
certain comments made by 
a Karnataka High Court judge 
against a woman lawyer. 

A five-judge bench of the 

Supreme Court asked Kar-
nataka High Court to submit 
the report in this regard. The 
top court also asked the Attor-
ney General and Solicitor 
General to assist the court. 

Two video clips of one of 
the judges of Karnataka High 
Court had surfaced on social 
media platforms. In one of 

the videos, he was heard 
making gender-insensitive 
comments against a woman 
lawyer. In another video, the 
judge allegedly referred to a 
Muslim-dominated locality 
in Bengaluru as "Pakistan." 

The Supreme Court listed 
the matter on 25 September 
for further hearing.

Centre committed to 
eliminate LWE menace 
by March 2026: Shah 

SC takes cognisance of K’taka HC judge’s remarks
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Barricades at Bengal-Jharkhand border; 
only essential commodities allowed
After chief minister announced sealing of border for three days, alleging DVC was responsible for ‘man-made flood’ in the state
DEBAJYOTI CHAKRABORTY 
ASANSOL, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 

T
he state government 
has allowed entry of 
trucks loaded with 
essential commodi-

ties like vegetables, medicines, 
fruits, milk etc from Jharkhand 
to West Bengal through the 
Duburdih check post on NH-
19, near Asansol from 4.30 
pm today. 

The trucks carrying essen-
tial commodities and other 
materials were stranded in 
the Bengal-Jharkhand border 
since evening yesterday. 

However, other trucks are 
still barred from entering the 
state and police and motor 
vehicles department officials 
are allowed after checking 
the papers. 

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
(JMM) has threatened to stop 
vehicles entering from West 
Bengal after the Asansol Dur-

gapur Police Commissionerate 
(ADPC) has sealed the Ben-
gal-Jharkhand border at 
Duburdih check-post with
barricades upon national 
highway 19 since last evening. 

Chief minister Mamata 

Banerjee has announced to 
seal the Bengal-Jharkhand 
border for three days, last 
evening, alleging that water 
released from Damodar Valley 
Corporation (DVC) from its 
Maithon, Panchet dams sit-

uated in Jharkhand on Dam -
odar has been responsible 
for ‘man-made flood’ in the 
state before the Durga Pujas. 

“We need to restrict the 
vehicles entering into our 
state in the wake of the alarm-

ing flood situation in south 
Bengal districts,” she had 
said. 

A day ago, she had even 
spoken to Jharkhand chief 
minister Hemant Soren and 
urged her to stop allowing 
water release from DVC dams. 
And despite her request, DVC 
released water from its dams 
continuously. 

Ruling Jharkhand Mukti 
Mo rcha (JMM) defended the 

act ion of DVC and claimed 
th at in case of heavy rainfall, 
wa ter release from dams is 
no  rmal. “Since the past one 
w eek, there had been heavy 
ra infall in Jharkhand, leading 
to water increase in the dams,” 
justified JMM spokesperson 
and general secretary Supriyo 
Bh attacharya. His party has 
thr eatened to stop vehicles 
en tering Jharkhand from  
We st Bengal if the blockade  

is not withdrawn immedi-
ately. 

Since last evening, there 
has been heavy traffic jams 
in the Jharkhand border as 
thousands of trucks have 
been stranded. The truck 
drivers claimed that they are 
carrying perishable materials 
and will face huge trouble if 
the trucks are stranded there 
for three days. 

Today morning, two block 
development officers (BDO) 
of Dhanbad district, Indra 
Kumar and Madhu Kumari 
came to Duburdih check post 
near Asansol and talked with 
the check post and Kulti 
police officials urging them 
to withdraw the blockade. 

“I have told the officials 
here that though vehicles are 
allowed to enter Jharkhand 
but no vehicles are allowed 
to enter West Bengal. It is 
causing huge problems on 
our side,” said Indra Kumar, 

BDO of Nirsa. 
While Madhu Kumari, 

BDO of Egarkund block said 
that it is matter of the state 
government and she will sub-
mit her report to the deputy 
co mmissioner (DC) of Dhan-
bad, Madhvi Mishra and  
senior superintendent of 
police (SSP) of Dhanbad, HP 
Janardhan. 

Two truck drivers, Manirul 
Sheikh and Neeraj Kumar 
Sharma coming from Munger 
in Bihar and Jaipur in 
Rajasthan said that they were 
going to Kolkata and Mid-
napore, but were stopped at 
the border. 

Delhi-Kolkata NH-19 is 
the busiest highway in eastern 
India with an annual vehicular 
growth rate of over 10 per 
cent. It is also one of the gate-
ways to eastern India and 
every several thousands of 
trucks and heavy vehicles 
pass through both the ways.

BISWABRATA GOSWAMI 
KRISHNAGAR, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
In a significant disciplinary 
action, the College of Medicine 
and JNM Hospital in Kalyani 
has expelled 40 students for 
six months following allega -
tions of intimidation and ha -
r assment against their peers. 

The decision, which pro-
hibits the students from 
accessing the hostel, hospital, 
and campus, was taken during 
a meeting of the extended 
college council, according to 
an official document. 

The expelled students, 
reportedly affiliated with the 
Trinamul Congress Chhatra 
Parishad (TMCP), are accused 
of fostering a threatening 
environment on campus. 

This action follows a formal 
complaint lodged by 32 stu-
dents earlier this week, detail-
ing a pattern of mental and 
physical harassment that dis-
rupted their academic life. 
"Based on a large number of 
prima facie evidences, dep-
ositions by individual students, 
and digital evidences, the 
extended college council 
decided to expel the following 
students from hostel, hospital, 
and college campus for a 
period of six months at least, 
pending further investigations 
into the allegations against 
them," read the minutes of 

the council meeting. 
Although the expelled stu-

dents will be allowed to attend 
classes and appear for exam-
inations, they will face addi-
tional inquiries by the anti-
ragging committee and the 
internal complaint committee, 
with the possibility of further 
disciplinary action. 

The council also decided 
to dissolve the students' wel-
fare committee until further 
notice or until a democratically 
elected student body is 
formed. Furthermore, none 
of the 40 expelled students 
will be allowed to contest 
the students' body election. 

"The prevailing threat cul-
ture in the College of Medicine 
& JNM Hospital, Kalyani, 
must stop and should not 
be repeated ever again. The 
students or students' body 
should have no say in the 
whole examination process," 
stated the minutes. 

The decision comes after 
principal Manidip Pal referred 
the complaints to the anti-
ragging committee, which 
held an emergency meeting 
to hear both the accused and 
the complainants. The com-
mittee found substantial evi-
dence supporting the alle-
gations and recommended 
the suspensions, which were 
subsequently confirmed at 
the college council meeting. 

40 students expelled from 
Kalyani medical college for 
intimidation, harassment

Four in net for cyber fraud: Cyber crime cell of Asansol Durga-
pur Police Commissionerate (ADPC) raided two illegal call cen-
tres in Barachak under Asansol South police station and arrest-
ed four persons in connection with cyber fraud on Thursday. Dr 
Arvind Kumar Anand, DC of Cyber Wing of ADPC has informed 
that acting on a specific tip-off police have raided the two call 
centres. Twelve computers, laptops, internet devices were 
seized from one call centre. Around 13 CPU and 13 computers 
were seized along with three laptops from the other call cen-
tre. Police found that the men and women present in the call 
centre were calling customers in Dubai using a Chinese app. 
 
 
Youth drowns in Birbhum: Prasenjit Badyakar (26) drowned 
at 3 No. river ghat in Shaymla Colliery on Thursday afternoon. 
He was supposed to watch a football match in neighbouring 
Birbhum district along with his two friends. They tried to 
take a short cut and were washed away in heavy river cur-
rents while trying to cross the river. Though his two friends 
managed to reach the banks of the river, he failed and 
drowned. Due to incessant rainfall in the region since the 
past one week, water levels are high in all the rivers and 
rivulets of the district.

Union minister Arjun Ram Meghwal (centre) at Bharat Chember of Commerce in Kolkata on Friday. The minister attended a sym-
posium, ‘Legal Reforms for Sustainable Growth-Paving the Path to India’s $5 Trillion Economy by 2023’. � SNS
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The Ireland Embassy in New 
Delhi is celebrating 75 years 
of diplomatic relations 
between Ireland and India. 
The embassy has announced 
a unique cultural collabo-
ration for Kolkata's iconic 
Durga Puja festival, where 
Irish and Indian artists will 
jointly create a spectacular 
pandal at Behala Nutan Dal. 

Reflecting on these deep-
rooted connections, Ireland's 
Ambassador to India, Kevin 

Kelly, said, "Ireland and 
India share a strong and 
growing partnership that 
transcends diplomatic rela-
tions. Our peoples are con-
nected through education, 
culture, and shared values. 
As we mark 75 years of friend-
ship, we are committed to 
strengthening these ties fur-
ther, especially as both 
nations explore new oppor-
tunities in trade, technology, 
and culture." 

"One of the most exciting 
initiatives marking this 
anniversary is a unique col-

laboration between the cel-
ebrated Irish cultural group 
Macnas from Galway in the 
West of Ireland and Kolkata's 
Behala Nutan Dal," the Ire-
land Embassy in New Delhi 
said in a statement on Friday. 
Together, artists from both 
countries are creating a stun-
ning Durga Puja pandal that 
honours both the Hindu 
goddess Durga and the Celtic 
goddess Danu.  

This fusion of Irish and 
Indian creativity will offer 
a visual spectacle that reflects 
the power of cross-cultural 

collaboration and celebrates 
the power of women and 
the feminine spirit. 

Speaking about the col-
laboration, Ambassador Kelly 
added, "Durga Puja in Kolkata 
is one of the most awe-
inspiring festivals I have 
ever witnessed. The energy, 
creativity, and community 
spirit of the festival are 
unparalleled. This year, we 
are thrilled to see Irish artists 
collaborating with their Indi-
an counterparts to celebrate 
shared cultural values. It 
will undoubtedly be a high-

light of our 75th anniversary 
celebrations." 

This partnership, in close 
collaboration with the Hon-
orary Consul of Kolkata, 
Mayank Jalan, marks a sig-
nificant cultural exchange 
and symbolises the growing 
global recognition of 'Durga 
Puja' as a platform for cross-
cultural dialogue. 

"Over the past seven 
decades, the bilateral rela-
tionship between Ireland 
and India has grown expo-
nentially. Today, Ireland is 
home to over 100,000 Indians, 

making them the third-
largest immigrant group 
after Polish and British 
nationals," the statment 
added. 

Ireland and West Bengal 
have been linked culturally 
for over a century.  

Kolkata is home to many 
Irish schools and is also  
the birthplace of India's 
renowned literary giant and 
Nobel Prize winner, Rabin -
dranath Tagore, who had a 
close relationship with Ire-
land's most famous poet, 
William Butler Yeats. 

Ireland celebrates 75 yrs of diplomatic ties with India, 
announces cultural collaboration for ‘Durga Puja’
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Rejecting the plea of Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED), the 
Supreme Court has given 
relief to state law minister 
Moloy Ghatak today in rela-
tion to the coal theft case. 

A Division Bench, headed 
by chief justice D Y Chan-
drachud has rejected the 
plea today. 

The Enforcement Direc-
torate has moved to the
Supreme Court after the 
Delhi High Court directed 
the central agency to inter-
rogate the law, judiciary 
and labour minister in 
Kolkata, instead of New 
Delhi after Ghatak challenged 
them in the court. 

The Supreme Court has 
rejected the plea of the 
Enforcement Directorate 
today on the grounds that 
they have appealed after 181 
days of the Delhi High Court 
order. The ED has called 

Moloy Ghatak on a dozen 
occasions but he has appeared 
before the central agency 
only once in New Delhi.  

Moloy Ghatak has 
appealed to the Delhi High 
Court to allow him to be 
grilled in Kolkata instead 
of New Delhi as he remains 
busy and holds important 
portfolios in the state. 

Earlier, the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) had 
raided the house of Moloy 
Ghatak and his relatives in 
Asansol and Kolkata in con-
nection with the coal theft 
case. He is the MLA of Asansol 
North Assembly seat.

Coal theft case: Apex court 
relief for Moloy Ghatak

Kin of cops transferred during 
LS polls demand home posting
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Wives and relatives of police 
personnel, who were transferred 
to different districts during 
the Lok Sabha elections around 
three-and-a-half months ago, 
urged the West Bengal Police 
authorities on Friday to bring 
them back again to their pre-
vious places of posting as well 
as home districts. 

Today, wives, fathers and 
other relatives of the transferred 
policemen gathered together 
at the Bhabani Bhawan, state 
police headquarters and urged 
the authorities to take necessary 
measures so that these police-
men could be brought back 
to their home districts. 

The aggrieved members 
of many families and relatives 
reached Bhabani Bhawan this 
afternoon from several districts 
like Birbhum, Murshidabad, 
Malda etc. 

“My son, who is posted at 
Kaliachak in Malda, has been 
sent to Darjeeling district for 

election duty during LS polls. 
He has not yet been brought 
back to Kaliachak, his original 
place of posting. His wife is 
pregnant while I am suffering 
from heart disease. I would 
request the government to 
send him back to Kaliachak 
so that he can look after us,” 
said the 74-year-old father of 
the police personnel, who is 
a sub-inspector. “My husband 
is posted at Suri in Birbhum 
but he has been transferred 
to a north Bengal district. 
More than three months have 
elapsed after the LS polls, but 
the authorities are yet to send 
him back to his home district,” 
said a police officer's wife at 
Bhabani Bhawan. 

“Many of us have come 
here today to request the 
director general of police 
(DGP) to look into our griev-
ances. We hope he will take 
initiatives to send back the 
policemen transferred to dis-
tant districts to their respective 
previous places of posting,” 
she said. 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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A
nubrata Mondal, 
the Birbhum district 
president of Trina-
mul Congress has 

got bail from the Rouse Court 
in Delhi today in the cross-
border cattle smuggling case 
by the Enforcement Depart-
ment. 

Earlier, Anubrata Mondal 
has secured bail in the CBI 
case and now will be released 
shortly from the Tihar Jail. 
His daughter Sukanya Mondal 
has also secured bail a few 
days ago. 

It seems that the firebrand 
TMC leader from Birbhum 
will be able to go to his home 
in Nichupatti of Bolpur before 
the Durga Puja. 

Sources said that Anubrata 
Mondal is likely to be released 
from Tihar Jail on Saturday. 

During her Lok Sabha 
poll campaign in Birbhum 
district, chief minister Mama-
ta Banerjee had said that it 
is only a matter of time now 
for Anubrata Mondal to get 
bail from the court. 

“How long will you keep 
him behind the bars,” she 
had said at that time. 

Despite the absence of 
Anubrata Mondal, the TMC 
managed to win both the 
two Lok Sabha seats from 
Birbhum. 

Chandranath Sinha, state 
MSME minister and Bolpur 
MLA said that it is a very 
good news for the party 
before the Durga Puja. 

The Rouse Avenue Court 
of Delhi granted regular bail 
to TMC leader Anubrata Mon-
dal in the money laundering 
case related to the West Bengal 
cattle smuggling scam. 

Mondal was accused of 
involvement in illegal activ-
ities linked to the smuggling 
of cattle across the India-

Bangladesh border. 
Advocate Mustafa and 

Ahmad Ibrahim appeared 
for the accused. 

The court has recently 
sought a response from the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on the bail plea of 
Anubrata Mondal, who is 
one of the accused in the 
cattle smuggling case. 

He has been granted bail 
by the Supreme Court in the 
CBI case. 

His bail plea submitted 
that the applicant has been 
in continued incarceration 
for almost 2 years. He was 
arrested on November 17, 
2022, and there is no likeli-
hood of the trial even getting 
started in the near future. 

"The prosecuting agency 
has been delaying the trial 
by not providing the accused 
persons with the complete 
set of documents along with 
the chargesheet, which is 
making it impossible for the 
counsel for the accused per-
sons to prepare and argue 
on the point of charge," the 
plea said. 

The counsels also said 
that even if the arguments 
on charge are heard and the 
charges are framed, it will 
take a very long time to com-
plete the trial as there are a 
total of 85 witnesses men-
tioned in the prosecution 
complaints, which will 
inevitably take a very long 
time to complete. 

Anubrata gets 
bail in ED case, 
to be freed soon

Tea unions agree to 16 per 
cent bonus this year: Trade 
unions representing over 175 
tea plantations in the Terai 
and Dooars have finally 
agreed to a 16 per cent 
bonus-cum-compensatory 

payment for the accounting 
year 2023-24. This decision 
was reached after an exten-
sive bipartite meeting in 
Kolkata, which continued late 
into the night. The marathon 
negotiations were held 

between the unions and the 
Consultative Committee of 
Plantation Associations 
(CCPA), an apex body  
comprising members from 
the Indian Tea Association 
(ITA), Tea Association of India 

(TAI), Indian Tea Planters 
Association (ITPA), and Terai 
Indian Planters Association 
(TIPA). This was the second 
round of meetings convened 
by the CCPA to discuss the 
bonus issue. Last year, after 

a series of similar meetings, 
the CCPA had agreed to 
offer a 19 per cent bonus to 
workers. However, this year, 
the unions settled for 16 per 
cent, taking into account the 
financial difficulties faced by 

several tea gardens. Despite 
the lower percentage, how-
ever, the total bonus amount 
remains comparable to  
the previous year, as work-
ers' wages have increased 
since then. 
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New president of MCCI: 
Amit Saraogi has been 
elected as President of 
Merchants' Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry for 
the year 2024-25 at the 
123rd Annual General 
Meeting of the Chamber 
held on Wednesday. He is 
the managing director of 
Anmol Feeds Pvt. Ltd. SNS 

 

ÂSwachhata Hi SevaÊ: Me t -
ro Railway has been obs -
erving ‘Swachhata Hi Seva’ 
from 14th September to 
2nd October. Various pro-
grammes have been organ-
ised during this period as 
part of spreading aware-
ness of Swachhata.A Table 
Tennis Competition was or -
g anized today at Metro Rail 
Bhavan Recreation Club to 
promote ‘Swachh ata Hi 
Seva' and camaraderie 
amongst Metro staff. This 
programme was organised 
to make aware about 
Swachhata. SNS
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The CID has arrested a Tri-
namul Congress councillor 
on serious charges of kid-
napping, extortion, and fraud. 

According to reports, the 
arrested councillor's name is 
Milan Sardar, who is the coun-
cillor of Ward 2 of Barasat 
Municipality. He was remand-
ed in CID custody after being 
produced at Barasat court. 
The CID arrested him on 
Thursday night. 

Meanwhile, the ruling party 
said that Milan has been 
expelled from the party.  

The CID sources claimed 
that Milan is accused of kid-
napping a businessman from 
North 24-Parganas, Debabrata 
Dey, on two occasions.  

Reportedly, a total ransom 
of Rs 9 crore was extorted 
from Debabrata in two phases. 

Debabrata, who is originally 
from Tripura, is now a busi-
nessman in North 24-Parganas. 
It appears the kidnapping 
plot was orchestrated to extort 
money from him, and Milan 
is said to have been the mas-
termind behind the kidnap-
ping. Milan, who won as coun-
cillor on a Trinamul Congress 
ticket, allegedly planned the 
entire abduction. Following 
an investigation, the CID 
arrested Milan. Reports suggest 
that Rs 6 crore was taken as 
ransom in the first phase and 
another Rs 3 crore, in the sec-
ond phase. In early September, 
Debabrata was kidnapped 

from the parking lot of an 
apartment complex in Kharda-
ha. The businessman was vis-
iting an acquaintance, and 
while in the parking lot, a 
group of criminals brandished 
weapons and abducted him 
in a car. He was then held 
captive in a flat in Barasat. 
Following the incident, the 
police launched an investi-
gation, and the CID later took 
over. Seven individuals were 
previously arrested in this 
case, and last night, the police 
arrested Milan. It is also noted 
that Milan had fled the area 
after the incident.  

However, on Thursday, 
CID received information that 
Milan had returned to the 
area, and they swiftly appre-
hended him. Barasat Trinamul 
MP Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar 
has claimed that the councillor 
has been expelled from the 
party.

TMC expels councillor after CID 
arrest on kidnapping charges
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With an eye on the 2026 Ben-
gal Assembly elections, the 
CPM is planning to expand 
the movement surrounding 
the R G Kar female PGT rape 
and murder case from Kolkata 
to remote and rural areas of 
the state after the upcoming 
puja season. 

Party sources revealed
that while the issue has gen-
erated significant traction 
in Kolkata, the movement 
has been minimal in rural 
areas due to a lack of lead-
ership.  

To address this, the Left 
Front aims to launch dis-
trict-wide protests, mobilizing 
all mass organizations affil-
iated with the party to demand 
justice for the victim.  

According to party sources, 
CPM state secretary and 
politburo member 
Mohammed Salim has 
instructed district, zonal, 
and local committees to gear 
up for the upcoming mass 
movements. 

"Crime syndicates con-
tinue to operate across sectors 
like health, education, land 
reforms, agriculture, and 
panchayats. Common people 
are suffering the most and 
our workers must dismantle 
these networks through active 
protests," Salim emphasized 
in a recent meeting. 

The CPM has adopted a 
two-pronged strategy for the 
protest. First, party workers 
are participating in citizen-
led movements without bran-
dishing party flags.  

Simultaneously, they are 
also protesting under various 
organizational banners.  

This tactic was evident 
following the cancellation 
of the derby at Yuva Bharati 
Stadium, wh ere CPM leaders 

helped unite East Bengal, 
Mohun Bagan and Moh -
ammedan fans in a common 
cause. Alimuddin Street, 
CPM's headquarters, is keep-
ing a close watch on the 
ongoing junior doctors' 
protest.  

On Thursday night, the 
doctors announced they 
would march from Swastha 
Bhawan to the CGO Complex 
on Friday and end their  
sit-in.  

However, the CPM intends 
to keep the larger movement 
alive, using the festival season 
and after it to sustain momen-
tum. Md Salim and other 
se n ior leaders are buoyed 
by recent developments 
involving key youth leaders 
Minakshi Mukherjee and 
Kalatan Dasgupta.  

Mukherjee, a prominent 
DYFI youth leader was sum-
moned by the CBI for ques-
tioning in the R G Kar incident, 
while Dasgupta was granted 
bail in a separate audio case 
on the same day.  

CPM leaders believe these 
developments will help the 
party gain more public atten-
tion and strengthen their 
narrative.  

The CPM had initially 
struggled to effectively high-
light Mukherjee’s leadership 
role during the 9 August inci-
dent when party members 
tried to block the hearse car-
rying the victim's body. 

The left leaders now see 
an opportunity to amplify 
this message, with the CBI’s 
involvement drawing fresh 
attention to the case.  

As the party prepares to 
take this movement to every 
corner of the state, they hope 
to not only seek justice for 
the R G Kar victim but also 
build a broader political plat-
form ahead of the 2026 Assem-
bly polls.

CPM chalks new strategy 
to expand protest path, 
move to rural Bengal

AGENCIES 
KOLKATA, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
The CBI has applied to a 
special court in Kolkata for 
permission to conduct a 
polygraph test on Tala Police 
Station's former officer in-
charge (OC)Abhijit Mondal 
and a narco-analysis test of 
former controversial Principal 
of R.G. Kar Medical College 
& Hospital Sandip Ghosh in 
connection with its investi-
gation into the ghastly rape 
and murder of a junior doctor 
within the hospital premises 
last month.  

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) has already 
conducted polygraph tests 
on Ghosh and the sole arrested 
accused in the case, civic 
volunteer Sanjay Roy. 

Sources said that the CBI 
officials want the narco-
analysis test to be done on 
Ghosh to match his answers 
with those he gave during 
the polygraph test. 

There is a basic difference 
between a polygraph test 
and narco-analysis.  

The polygraph test, also 
popularly known as lie-detec-
tor tests, measures physio-
logical responses like blood 
pressure, pulse, and respi-
ration of the person who is 
being questioned, based  
on the idea that physiological 
responses of persons are  
different when they are  
lying.  

On the other hand, narco-
analysis involves injecting 
the person to be questioned 
with sodium pentothal, pop-
ularly termed the "truth drug"
or "truth serum", which puts 
the person concerned in a 

stage of hypnosis which is 
believed to make that person 
speak only the truth. 

On September 13, the 
special court rejected the 
CBI’s plea for the narco-
analysis of Roy as he refused 
his consent.  

Neither a polygraph test 
nor a narco-analysis can be 
conducted without the con-
sent of the person on which 
the test will be conducted. 

Although Roy gave his 
consent for the polygraph 
test, he refused it for narco-
analysis.  

The findings of the poly-
graph test or narco-analysis 
can be used as evidence 
against anyone in the court. 
Such tests are considered as 
attempts by the investigation 
agencies to get nearer to the 
truth in their probe. 

Both Ghosh and Mondal 
are currently in the custody 
of the CBI, following an inves-
tigation against them about 
misleading the initial inves-
tigation carried out by Kolkata 
Police in the case as well as 
for making attempts to tamper 
with the evidence. 

While the CBI arrested 
Mondal late on Saturday 
after seven hours of ques-
tioning, Ghosh, who was ear-
lier arrested by the agency 
in the case of financial irreg-
ularities at the institution 
and was in judicial custody, 
was also shown as "arrested" 
in the rape and murder case 
the same day. 

The West Bengal Medical 
Council has cancelled the 
medical registration of Ghosh, 
while Mondal has been 
suspended by the Kolkata 
Police.

CBI seeks polygraph test of 
former OC, narco-analysis 
of ex-principal Ghosh

Junior doctors, civil society bring out 
rallies seeking justice for R G Kar
The rally leaders carried torches symbolizing the fire of protests against the incident, marching towards Shyambazar on Friday evening
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H
ardly five days after 
the Sunday evening 
rally agitating junior 
doctors and civil 

society again on Friday 
brought out two rallies sep-
arately in the city shouting 
slogans demanding justice 
for the gruesome incident at 
R G Kar Medical College hos-
pital on 9 August. 

The junior doctors, who 
have been organizing cease-
work programme in 26 gov-
ernment medical colleges 
across the state for the past 
41 days and sit-in-protest in 
front of the Swasthya Bhawan, 
resumed work in essential 
emergency wards today after 
huge march to CGO Complex, 
office of the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) probing 
the incident this afternoon. 

The agitators from state-
run teaching hospitals 
demanded prompt justice 
for the rape and murder of 

their colleague at R G kar 
Hospital and threatened to 
continue their protest till 
their charter of demands, 
including end of ‘threat cul-
ture’ in teaching hospitals, 
conducting students elections 
in medical colleges and for-
mation of college-level task 
force comprising members 
like junior doctors and nurses 
are met by the government. 

Besides the protesting doc-
tors, people from various 
professions, including Tol-
lywood actors also joined the 
march. 

“We are thankful to com-
mon people that so many of 
them came today within such 
a short time of call made last 
night. Please stay with and 
support us. We have achieved 
partial victory with the removal 

of commissioner of police, 
deputy commissioner of police 
(north division), director of 
medical education and direc-
tor of health services but we 
will intensify our protest in 
coming days till our demands 
starting from safety and secu-
rity are redressed. We with-
drew our sit-in programme 
today and joined work. 

Our medical teams along 

with relief material like med-
icines, dry food, drinking 
water and tarpaulins will visit 
flood-ravaged districts to stay 
beside the affected people. 
We will set up Abhaya Clinics 
there,” said agitating juniors 
doctor Debashis Halder, Aniket 
Mahato and others while 
addressing the rally in front 
of the CGO Complex this 
evening. 

The medics also ann -
ounced setting up of Abhaya 
Clinics, in memory of the 
brutally murdered R G Kar 
PGT doctor, in flood-affected 
regions of the state from Fri-
day. 

The protesting doctors 

said they would not work in 
the outpatient department 
(OPD) but would partially 
work in emergency and essen-
tial services. 

The announcements came 
shortly after chief secretary 
Manoj Pant, following up on 
issues discussed in Wednes-
day's meeting between the 
agitating junior doctors and 
the state task force, issued a 
list of directives on the safety 
and security and conducive 
environment for healthcare 
professionals, saying those 
orders need to be imple-
mented immediately. 

Besides the junior doctors’ 
march, civil society in a sep-

arate 42 km-long rally between 
Highland Park and Shyam-
bazar showed solidarity with 
the agitating junior doctors. 

The head of the rally car-
rying torches symbolizing 
the fire of protests against 
the incident marched towards 
Shyambazar this evening. 
People had started to gather 
at Highland Park from 3.30 
pm. 

A sea of people armed 
with torches and illuminated 
mobile phones descended 
on the streets and the march 
continued till the evening. 

Gouri Ghosh, an 80-year-
old retired school teacher, 
carrying a bouquet of red 
roses was seen waiting to 
show solidarity with the pro-
testers. She could not par-
ticipate in the rally but assured 
them moral support. 

"We will wait for a week 
for the West Bengal govern-
ment to implement all its 
promises and if unfulfilled, 
we will resume 'cease work'," 
the doctors said.

South Kolkata Congress stage an agitation against the BJP for allegedly threatening Rahul 
Gandhi’s life, at Bhawanipore police station on Friday. � SNS
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Ophthalmological Society 
of West Bengal, a reputed 
association of ophthalmol-
ogists, has barred the former 
honorary secretary of the 
Indian Medical Branch (IMB) 
Susanta Roy, a close confidant 
of Sandip Ghosh, from all 
organisation activities of the 
society till he comes out 
clear of the allegations of 
‘threat culture’ and corrup-
tion.  

“The members and Exec-
utive Committee Ophthal-

mological Society of West 
Bengal, find it very disturbing 
to note your alleged invol 
vement in the threat culture, 
corruption and cover up the 
tragic incident rape and 
murder of a junior lady at 
R.G. Kar Medical Coll 
ege &amp; Hospital on 9th 
August 2024 in the early 
hours,” read a letter from 
the society.  

The society has commu-
nicated to Roy that at a 
special general body meeting 
on September 16, it has been 
unanimously decided that 
Roy’s alleged misdeeds and 

implications have brought 
tremendous disrepute to the 
society and all ophthalmol-
ogists. 

“The General Body decid-
ed to debar you from any 
further involvement and 
activities of the Ophthal-
mological Society of West 
Bengal until you come clean 
out of these allegations,” 
the letter read. 

The society has also direct-
ed Roy to give a written 
response to the letter within 
15 days of issuance and dis-
patch of the letter. “We will 
wait for the truth in the 

whole matter,” the letter 
read. 

Earlier this month IMA’s 
West Bengal circle suspended 
Roy for his alleged involve-
ment in helping Ghosh in 
tampering of evidence in 
the rape and murder case.  

His son Dr Soutrik Roy 
and another doctor Avik De 
were also suspended.   

There are allegations that 
all three of them were present 
at RG Kar after the body of 
the victim was recovered 
from the seminar hall of the 
hospital on the morning of 
August 9 this year.

Bengal doctor’s body bars ex-member from 
all organisation activities over RG Kar case

Mamata streses on the 
importance of MSMEs
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Chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee today stressed on 
the role of MSMEs and its 
manifold importance in  
shaping up the state econ-
omy, in which she also 
extolled the role of artisans 
and weavers in helping the 
state to be crowned as num-
ber one in saree production 
in the country. 

Miss Banerjee, while 
inaugurating the state’s 
much-vaunted shopping 
festival virtually at Biswa 
Bangla Mela Prangan in 
New Town today, also 
informed that move was 
already afoot by the gov-
ernment to allot one acre 
land for setting up a shop-
ping complex.  

To make that happen, 
the chief minister said, “An 
invitation had been extended 
to private players for their 
participation to develop a 
shopping complex, where 
two floors would be dedi-
cated to self-help groups 
(SHGs) and state owned 
brands”.  

Dwelling on its impor-
tance, Miss Banerjee also 
said, “The key objective of 
this festival was to ensure 
maximum outreach to rural 
artisans, help in giving a 
fillip to their livelihoods by 
providing direct access to 
consumers and enhance 
their visibility”.  

West Bengal is the second 
largest handloom hub with 
over 6.31 lakh weavers and 
allied workers and around 
6 lakh handicraft artisans.

 
I, NAREENDRA Nath 
Biswas, son of Kailash 
Chandra Biswas, resid-
ing at 447/42-A, North 
Nilachal, Birati, P.O.: 
Nilachal, North 24 
Parganas, Kolkata-
700134, West Bengal, 
India  have changed my 
name and shall hence-
forth be known as 
Narendra Nath Biswas 
as declared before the 
Notary Public,  Barasat 
District Court, vide 
Affidavit No. 145/24 
dated 19-09-2024, 
Nareendra Nath Biswas 
and Narendra Nath 
Biswas both are same 
and identical person. 
 
I, ASMA Begum, W/o. 
Late Mohammed Golam 
Rasool of 4 Abdul Ali 
Row, Park Street, 
Kolkata-700016. In my 
passport my father's  

 
name has been recorded 
as Hussain Bux. I hereby 
declare that on 12th 
August, 2024 via 1st 
Class Magistrate affi-
davit of Alipore Police 
Court Md. Hussain and 
Hussain Bux is one and 
same person. 

I, ASMI Chatterjee, D/o. 
Abdhijit Chatterjee, 
residing at Katwa 
College Para, Purba 
B a r d h a m a n - 7 1 3 1 3 0 
bearing  (Index No. 
6887713), passed ISC 
Class XII in 2021 from 
Holy Angels' School, sin-
cerely declaring the irre-
trievable loss of my 
Class XII statement of 
marks and passing cer-
tificate. If found, kindly 
contact [7908849377]. 

 
UTTAR Banga Krishi 
V i s w a v i d y a l a y a , 
Pundibari, Cooch Behar 
– Abridged NIeT No. 08 
of 2024-‘25 – Ref. No. 
674 / UBKV / Est. / Tend 
(WD) Date: 19-09-24. 
Sealed item rate e-
Tender in two-bid 
System (Technical Bid & 
Financial Bid) is hereby 
invited by the under-
signed for Civil and 
Electrical Works of RRS 
(HZ) Kalimpong & RRSS 
(HZ) Pedong Campus 
under UBKV, Pundibari, 
Cooch Behar from bona 
fide and experienced 
agencies. Last date of 
submission of tender is 
04-10-2024 (up to 2-00 
p.m.). For details log on 
to website: 
www.ubkv.ac.in & 
www.wbtenders.gov.in 

Registrar (Actg.) 
 

  

PUBLIC NOTICECHANGE OF 
NAME

CHANGE OF 
NAME

Classified

Readers are requested to make appropriate enquiries and seek appropriate 
advice before sending money, incurring  any expenses, acting on medical 
recommendations or entering into any commitment in relation to any adver-
tisement published in this publication. The Statesman Group doesn't vouch 
any claim made by the advertisers of products and services. The printer, 
publisher, Editor and owners of The Statesman Group publications shall not 
be held liable for any cons quences, in the event such claims are not hon-
oured by the advertisers. For any loss incurred, the onus lies entirely with 
advertisers and not with the publication..

LOST & FOUND

TENDER

To whom it may concern 
I, SMT. CHYANA DAS alias CHYANA MAJHI, W/o. Late Shankar 
Majhi was duly registered a Deed of General Power of Attorney 
being No. IV-785/2018 on 12-10-2018 at ADSR Howrah Office to 
appoint MR. ASHOK PATRA, S/o. Sahadeb Patra, Kona Howrah as 
constitute attorney on behalf of her. On the basis of above Power of 
Attorney said Ashok Patra was duly registered two separate Deed 
of Sale on 27-02-2024 at DSR-II Howrah off being No. 1703/2024 & 
1704/2024 in favour of Mrs. Malati Shome. 
Therefore Mrs. Malati Shome, W/o. Late Prafulla Shome was duly 
registered a Deed of Gift in favour of her only daughter Smt. 
Sucharita Bera on 28-06-2024 being No. 4061/2024 at DSR-II 
Howrah Office. 
Hence Smt. Sucharita Bera, has applied for mutation before Bally 
Jagacha BL & LRO to record her name, in case of any objection is 
there from anybody then he or she can contact to the said BL & LRO 
office within 15 days from the publication of this notice. 
The details / schedule of the property are given below: 
P.S. Jagacha, Mouza-Baltikuri 
L.R Dag-2823(P) & 2824(P) 
L.R Khatian-7766/11 
Case No. MN / 2024 / 0503 / 0091 Bally Jagacha BL & LRO 

Thanking you 
Pradip Kumar Nandi 

19-09-24                   Alipore Police Court, Kolkata-700027
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A
ndhra Pradesh chief 
minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu has 
ordered the executive 

officer of Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD) Shya-
mala Rao to provide a com-
prehensive report on adul-
teration of ingredients used 
to make the famed Tirupati 
laddus  which allegedly took 
place during the previous 
regime as YSRCP approached 
the Andhra Pradesh High 
Court seeking a court moni-
tored probe. Opposition leader 

YS Jagan Mohan Reddy also 
accused the chief minister 
of speaking “lies” to divert 
attention from his own failures 
after completing 100 days in 
office. 

During a review meeting 
with his ministers and officials 
over the adulterated laddu N 
Chandrababu Naidu warned 
about strict action against 
those disturbing the sanctity 
of the Tirumala. Naidu 
announced that measures will 
be taken after discussions 
with Agama, Vedic and 
Dharmika Parishads over pre-
serving the sanctity of Tirumala. 
He also said that the beliefs 

of the devotees and traditions 
of the temple would be upheld. 
The claim that animal fat was 
used in the adulterated ghee 

by Naidu at a meeting of NDA 
to mark 100 days of his gov-
ernment created a huge con-
troversy since the laddus are 

offered to Lord Venkateshwar 
at Tirupati and consumed by 
millions as prasadam. 

After the denial by former 
Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) chairmen, 
YV Subba Reddy and Bhumana 
Karunakar Reddy who accused 
Naidu of tarnishing the sanctity 
of Tirupati for political reasons 
the YSRCP today approached 
the High Court for a court 
monitored probe.  

According to a statement 
from the party, “Lawyers on 
behalf of the YSR Congress 
party mentioned before the 
High Court bench on the alle-
gations made by chief minister 

Chandrababu on Tirumala 
laddu. The lawyer asked either 
for a probe by a sitting judge 
or the High Court to set up a 
committee to inquire into 
the chief minister’s comments 
that animal fat was mixed in 
the prasad.” The bench sug-
gested that a PIL should be 
filed. The bench said it will 
hear the argument on Wednes-
day. 

Meanwhile former chief 
minister YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy claimed that the system 
at Tirupati was a robust one 
to prevent any kind of adul-
teration and alleged that 
Naidu had resorted to lying  

to divert attention from his 
own failures after coming to 
power. “During the course 
of these 100 days Chan-
drababu Naidu failed on every 
promise he made to the people 
during his election cam-
paign…To divert people’s 
attention he has stooped 
down to the extent of tar-
nishing the image and repu-
tation of our temple,” said 
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy. 

Yesterday TDP spokesper-
son Anam Venkata Ramana 
Reddy had cited a lab report 
by Gujarat based Centre for 
analysis and learning in live-
stock and food (CALF) under 

National Dairy Development 
Board (NDDB) which men-
tioned that fish oil, beef tallow 
and lard may have been used 
for adulteration. The lab 
report was dated 16 July and 
it had received the sample 
on 9 July, almost a month 
after the new government 
came to power. The lab report 
was not confirmed by either 
TTD or the state government.  
However, there have been 
demands for probe from 
almost all political parties. 
APCC president YS Sharmila 
today demanded a CBI inquiry 
into allegations of adulterated 
laddu.

Naidu seeks comprehensive report on 'adulterated 
laddus' from Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams
Andhra CM announced that measures will be taken after discussions with Agama, Vedic and Dharmika Parishads over preserving the sanctity of Tirumala

KTR complains to Khattar over corruption in central schemes
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
HYDERABAD, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Former municipal admin-
istration minister and BRS 
working president KT Rama 
Rao has written to Union 
minister for housing, ML 
Khattar seeking probe into 

allegations of large scale 
corruption in the tenders 
for Atal Mission for Rejuve-
nation and Urban Trans-
formation (AMRUT) schemes 
in Telangana which he said, 
had gone to companies asso-
ciated with family members 
of chief minister A Revanth 

Reddy.  
He warned that if Centre 

failed to take action it would 
be perceived to be complicit 
in the corrupt practices of 
the Congress government 
in Telangana. 

The Amrut scheme is 
designed to provide universal 

coverage of water supply 
through functional taps to 
all households  in all the 
statutory towns in the coun-
try and coverage of sewerage 
management in the cities 
covered under this scheme. 

In his letter KT Rama Rao 
alleged tenders worth hun-

dreds of crores have gone 
to companies linked to 
Reddy’s brother in law, Sru-
jan Reddy despite lack of 
eligibility. He demanded 
that all details of tenders 
should be made public 
immediately. He alleged that 
the municipal administration 

department and other ten-
dering websites have been 
manipulated to withhold 
such information from the 
public. Rao also alleged the 
favoured companies sub-
mitted inflated estimates 
exceeding 40 per cent of the 
projected cost.

PARMOD KUMAR 
NEW DELHI, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
The Supreme Court on Friday 
refused to transfer the trial 
in 2015 cash-for-vote case 
against Telangana Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
outside the state and also 
accepted his (Chief Minister) 
apology on his remarks 
against the top court decision 
granting bail to BRS leader 
K Kavitha. 

While refusing to transfer 
the trial in 2015 cash-for-
vote case outside Telangana, 
a bench comptising Justice 
B.R. Gavai and Justice K.V.  
Viswanathan directed the 
Chief Minister not to interfere 
with the trial and directed 
that the Director General 
of the anti-corruption bureau
(ACB) not to report to Reddy 
about the prosecution of 
the case. 

Taking note of Revanth 
Reddy apology for his remarks 
on the release of BRS leader 
K Kavitha and bringing curtains 
on the matter, the bench said 
that the legislature, the exec-
utive and the judiciary must 
observe mutual respect for 
functioning to one another. 

“Though we do not wish 
to proceed further in the 
matter, we may only put on 
caution all the constitutional 
functionaries --- the legis-
lature, the executive and 
the judiciary -- to discharge 
their constitutional duties 

in the spheres earmarked 
for them by the Constitution. 
It is expected that three 
wings of the Constitution 
show mutual respect for the 
functioning of each other,” 
the court said. 

Stating that fair criticism 
is welcome but one should 
not transgress the limits, 
the court said that one should 
be careful enough while 
making comments about 
orders of the court. 

Revanth Reddy has issued 
an apology over his statement 
against the top court order 
granting bail to BRSC leader 
Kavitha. He has also said 
that the petition seeking 
transfer of trial outside the 
state is politically motivat-
ed. 

Revanth Reddy had 
reportedly raised doubts 
over Kavitha getting bail in 
five months when Manish 
Sisodia got it after 15 months 
and Kejriwal is yet to get it 
in Delhi excise policy case. 

The court had earlier 
said that it is not bothered 
about someone criticizing 
it but they will keep per-
forming the duties as per 
the conscience. Refusing 
to transfer the trial in cash-
for-vote case outside Telan-
gana, the court disposed 
of the plea by one Gun-
takandla Reddy and others 
seeking transfer of trial from 
Telangana to Bhopal in 
Madhya Pradesh.

SC refuses to transfer 
trial  in 2015 Revanth 
case outside T’gana

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
CHENNAI, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
A sensational video of girl 
students performing ‘baby 
shower’ for a fellow student 
recently has gone viral on 
Instagram, resulting in the 
suspension of the class 
teacher of a government 
school in Vellore district. 

The reel shared on the 
social media site mimics 
the baby shower ceremony 
carried out with all the para-
phernalia in the classroom. 
Fellow students are seen 
smearing sandal paste and 
putting tilak on the girl 
seated as the expectant 
mother with a paper garland. 
Curiously enough, the stu-
dents had even published 
an invite for the occasion. 
The mock ceremony was 
performed during lunch- 
break and recorded by a 
mobile phone on August 
19. 

It all happened at the 
Government Girls Higher 
Secondary School in 
Kangeyanallur near Katpadi 
in the district. With the 
video going viral, there was 
uproar from the public, and 

the Chief Education Officer 
(CEO) of Vellore, Manimozhi, 
cracked the whip, suspend-
ing the class teacher and 
issuing a notice seeking an 
explanation from the Head 
Master and other teachers 
on duty that particular day. 

Besides suspending the 
class teacher, 
Chamundeeswari, the CEO 
has issued a circular to all 
government schools to rou-
tinely check the belongings 
of the students. Further,  
teachers have been directed 
to take lunch along with 
the students rather than 
having it separately. It may 
be recalled, that the Tamil 
Nadu government had 
barred students from bring-
ing mobile phones to 
schools. 

This comes close on the 
heels of a self-styled spiritual 
guru’s obscurantist speech 
invited for a motivational 
talk at two schools in Chen-
nai, which had led to his 
arrest. In light of this incident, 
educational activists have 
urged the state government 
to take proactive measures 
to curb such activities in  
schools.

‘Baby Shower’ in classroom by 
students: Teacher suspended
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National Conference (NC) 
President Dr Farooq Abdullah 
has expressed concern over 
the ''surge in terrorism in 
the Jammu region'' during 
the BJP's rule. 

Addressing poll rallies at 
Kathua and Vijaypur in the 
Jammu region, Abdullah 
said “This disturbing trend 
has enveloped the once tran-
quil area in darkness, jeop-
ardising the safety and secu-
rity of people. Even regions 
that were previously cleared 
of militancy are now being 
targeted with increasing fre-
quency. Our valiant soldiers 
are making the ultimate sac-
rifice, while locals are forced 
to live in constant fear. The 
sense of security has been 
shattered, and the people 
are desperate for peace,” he 
said. 

The NC-Congress alliance 
is dedicated to restoring the 
rights of the people of Jammu. 
“This includes giving them 
control over their minerals, 
contracts, jobs, and trade. 
Our goal is to ensure that 
the people of Jammu have 

priority when it comes to 
jobs and mineral resources, 
and that their culture is pre-
served.'' 

“The BJP made grand 
promises, but they have 
failed to deliver on a single 
one. Where are the jobs they 
promised? Where is the 
investment they boasted 
about,'' asked Abdullah and 
added, instead, Jammu is 
losing jobs and contracts to 
outsiders. ''Toll tax on roads 
is burdening the poor, while 
the lack of electricity and 
water is adding to the strug-
gles of our youth,'' he stressed. 

Rising tariffs on electricity 
and water are hitting the 
poor hard, and ration cuts 

are pushing them to star-
vation, he further alleged. 
''The BJP has betrayed our 
people and pushed them to 
the brink,'' Abdullah said. 

He added, "It is time for 
a change. The NC-Congress 
alliance is committed to 
fighting for the rights and 
well-being of the people of 
Jammu.'' 

Legislative Assembly elec-
tions are being held in Jammu 
and Kashmir in three phases 
--  First phase on 18 Sep-
tember is over while the 
remaining two phases are 
scheduled for September 25 
and 1 October. Counting 
will take place on 8 Octo-
ber.

AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 

T
he Supreme Court on 
Friday told the Centre 
that the “Collegium 
is not a search com-

mittee” and there cannot be 
any discretion in accepting 
its reiterated recommenda-
tions. 

“The Collegium is not a 
search committee. It has a 
certain status in the consti-
tutional fabric. This is not a 
case of a search committee, 
where it makes a recommen-
dation and there is an absolute 
discretion whether to accept 
or not,” a bench headed by 
CJI DY Chandrachud told 
Attorney General (AG) R 
Venkataramani, the highest 
law officer of the Centre. 

The Bench, also comprising 
Justices JB Pardiwala and 
Manoj Misra, asked AG 
Venkataramani to file a chart 
indicating the status of reit-
erated recommendations and 
the difficulty in notifying those 

names. 
Advocate Prashant Bhushan 

said that a large number of 
reiterated recommendations 
are pending with the Centre 
and should be notified imme-
diately. Mr Bhushan added 
that apart from the above 
issue, the Centre “sits for 
years” on initial recommen-
dations forwarded by the Col-
legium. 

“Mr Attorney General, 
please tell us which are the 
reiterated names but remain 
pending and why are they 

pending? Give us a tabulated 
chart, and we will deal with 
it,” the apex court said. 

Adjourning the hearing for 
next week, the SC said: “Let's 
wait for a little while. Some of 
these appointments are in 
the pipeline. We are expecting 
that appointments (of Chief 
Justices of several HCs) should 
come very shortly.” 

“Ultimately, Mr Attorney 
General, the idea is not to 
unearth skeletons in the cup-
board but to move forward. 
The business of governance 

must proceed," added the CJI 
Chandrachud-led Bench. 

On Thursday, the Centre 
urged the apex court to “push 
for another week” the hearing 
on a batch of pleas concerning 
the delay in the appointment 
or transfer of judges in the 
higher judiciary. 

“If the batch of petitions 
could be pushed for another 
week or so, I will be in a 
position to come back with 
something. Let it not be taken 
up tomorrow,” submitted A.G. 
Venkataramani. 

At this, CJI Chandrachud 
said: “It will be on board 
because the cause list is already 
out. You can mention it tomor-
row because the other side is 
not here.” 

Presently, the committee 
comprising the Chief Justice 
of India (CJI) and four sen-
ior-most judges of the Supreme 
Court, commonly called the 
Collegium, sends the recom-
mendation for the appointment 
of a judge to the apex court as 
per the 1993 Second Judges 

Case. 
The Collegium decides 

who will be appointed as a 
judge to the Supreme Court 
or a High Court. As per con-
vention, the government is 
obliged to accept the Col-
legium's recommendation if 
the decision has been reiterated. 
Commonly called "judges 
selecting judges", in this system, 
judges are appointed and 
transferred only by judges. 

In 2015, a five-judge Con-
stitution Bench struck down 
the Centre’s idea of the National 
Judicial Appointments Com-
mission (NJAC) to replace the 
Collegium system. 

Article 124(2) of the Con-
stitution provides that "every 
Judge of the Supreme Court 
shall be appointed by the 
President by warrant under 
his hand and seal after con-
sultation with such of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court 
and of the High Courts in the 
States as the President may 
deem necessary for the pur-
pose." 

Collegium not a search 
committee: SC to Centre

BJP has ‘betrayed’ people and pushed 
them to the brink: Farooq Abdullah

Congress farmer rally in MP capital demanding 
increase in soybean minimum support price
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
BHOPAL, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
The opposition Congress in 
Madhya Pradesh organised 
‘Kisan Nyay Yatra’ all across 
the state on Friday, demanding 
Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) of Rs 6,000 per quintal 
for soybean, Rs 3,100 for 
paddy and Rs 2,700 per quintal 
for wheat to the farmers. 

MP Congress Chief Jitu 
Patwari and former MP CM 
Digvijaya Singh led the rally 
at Indore, MP Assembly leader 
of opposition Umang Singhar 
at Alirajpur, former CM Kamal 
Nath at Chhindwara while 
former minister P C Sharma 
guided the rally at Bhopal. 

The Congress took out 
tractor rallies across the state. 

The police erected barricades 
and deployed bulldozers to 
prevent hundreds of tractors 
from entering into various 
cities of the state as part of 
the yatra. 

At Indore, the Congress 
sought permission for 150 
tractors to be part of the rally. 
However, the administration 

allowed only one tractor. Jitu 
Patwari drove the tractor 
himself and led the yatra 
before submitting a memo-
randum at the Indore Col-
lectorate listing the demands. 

Some Congress workers 
got injured after they had a 
minor scuffle with the police 
in an attempt to remove the 

police barricades. One Con-
gress worker suffered injuries 
to his head and started bleed-
ing.  

In Ujjain, Congress MLA 
Dinesh Jain Bose fell off a 
moving tractor after he lost 
consciousness while sitting 
on the vehicle. The MLA was 
rushed to a private hospital, 
where he was said to be sta-
ble. 

A Home Guard Jawan, 
identified as Dharmendra 
Solanki, deployed on duty in 
Ujjain during the yatra died 
after suffering a heart attack.  

In Bhopal, the police 
stopped the yatra at the Suraj 
Nagar Square. The Congress 
workers and farmers protested
by waving crops in their 
hands.

Cops guilty of custodial abuse of Army officer and 
his fiancée to be punished: Odisha CM Majhi
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
BHUBANESWAR, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Amid nationwide outrage and 
a sharp attack by the Opposition, 
the army and ex-servicemen 
fraternity, Odisha Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi on Friday 
said the State Government 
has taken the custodial abuse 
case of an  army officer and 
his fiancée in all seriousness 
and the guilty police personnel 
will be punished in accordance 
with law after completion of 
the ongoing Crime Branch 
probe. 

Refuting the allegations 
that the government is trying 
to shield the wrongdoers, Mr 
Majhi claimed that “as soon 
as the incident came to the 
notice of the Government, 

necessary steps were taken as 
per law and a crime branch 
probe was ordered. Five police 
officers were suspended. 

The inquiring authorities 
have been asked to submit a 
report within the specified 
time frame. The government 
has pledged to adopt 'zero 
tolerance' policy in all forms 
of crimes especially in cases 
of violence and sexual harass-
ment of women. Such crimes 
will not be tolerated in any 

form, CM Majhi stated in “X’ 
handle on Friday. 

Deputy Chief Minister Pra-
vati Parida met the victim at a 
hospital here today. The DCM 
said a thorough probe will be 
conducted and exemplary 
punishment will be given to 
the guilty. 

Meanwhile Odisha Crime 
Branch, acting on the complaint 
lodged by the army officer has 
registered a case of sexual 
assault against the suspended 
inspector-in-charge (IIC) 
Dinakrushna Mishra of Bharat-
pur police station and some 
other cops. They allegedly 
assaulted the Army officer and 
molested and stripped his 
fiancée in custody on 15 Sep-
tember, a senior officer of 
Crime Branch and Crime Inves-

tigation Department confid-
ed. 

Lt. General P.S. Shekhawat, 
GOC, Madhya Bharat area, 
sought the  suo motu intervene 
of the Chief Justice of Orissa 
High Court. The incident 
involved the illegal detention 
of a serving Army officer and 
the alleged molestation of his 
fiancée, which has sparked 
widespread outrage. 

In a letter to the CJ, Lt. 
General Shekhawat highlighted 
the custodial abuse endured 
by the officer and his fiancée, 
the daughter of a retired 
Brigadier. The couple had 
visited the police station to 
file a complaint against mis-
creants who had harassed 
them. However, instead of 
receiving protection, they were 

There cannot be any discretion in accepting recommendations reiterated by Collegium, says court

Boost for Indian Navy as 
indigenous aircraft carrier  
INS Vikrant joins Western Fleet

AGENCIES  
MUMBAI, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
In a major boost to the mar-
itime power of the Navy, INS 
Vikrant, India's indigenous 
aircraft carrier, joined the 
Western Fleet, in the Arabian 
Sea, officials said here on 
Friday.  

The Carrier Battle Group, 
led by INS Vikramaditya, 
inducted INS Vikrant with a 
multi-domain exercise and 
twin Carrier fighter operations 
in the Arabian Sea, giving an 
edge to the Navy's 'Sword 
Arm'. 

The INS Vikrant is the 
Navy's fourth aircraft carrier 

and the first built indigenously 
at the Cochin Shipyard Ltd. 
at Kochi in Kerala, and will 
now be based at the naval 
base in Karwar, Karnataka. 

The majestic aircraft carrier 
is a sleek 262 metres (860 
feet) long and 62 metres (203 
feet) wide and displaces 
around 45,000 tonnes. 

It can sail with an air group 
of up to 36 aircraft, including 
26 fixed-wing combat aircraft, 
plus a mix of helicopters, all 
equipped with a plethora of 
lethal weapons, plus search 
and rescue operations. 

The INS Vikrant  is 
equipped with four GE gas 
turbines on two shafts that 
can generate over 80MW 
power - enough to illuminate 
a small city with a population 
of 20 lakh. 

Its combat management 
system (CMS) was developed 
by Tata Advanced Systems, 
making it the first by a private 
company for the Navy, and 
handed over in March 2019.
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Union Minister for Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change Bhupender Yadav 
will participate in the Beach 
Clean-Up Campaign on Sat-
urday at Juhu Beach in Mum-
bai.  

This campaign is being 
organised in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Earth 
Sciences and the state gov-
ernment. The campaign will 
be exercised at over 100 
beaches across coastal 
states/UTs, the Ministry said 
on Friday. 

The Ministry launched a 
Beach Cleaning Drive and 
introduced the campaign 
#IamSavingMyBeach on 
World Environment Day 2018 
with the theme "Beat Plastic".  

Since 2018, it has regularly 
organised beach cleaning 
activities across all coastal 
states/Union Territories in 
collaboration with all coastal 
states and UTs governments.  

The International Coastal 

Clean-up Day (ICCD) is 
observed annually on the 
third Saturday of September. 
The day aims to inspire people 
to clean up beaches, raise 
awareness about the impor-
tance of preserving and pro-
tecting the world’s oceans 
and waterways, and address 
the issue of marine trash. 

In 2021, the Ministry organ-
ized beach cleaning activities 
at all 10 Blue Flag Certified 
Beaches as part of the 75th 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 
celebrations. In 2022, the 
MoEFCC, in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Earth 
Sciences, conducted a beach 
cleaning initiative under the 
"Swachh Sagar, Surakshit 
Sagar/Clean Coast Safe Sea" 
campaign in celebration of 
International Coastal Clean-
up Day (ICCD).  

The campaign spanned 
over 75 days across 75 beach-
es, where more than 15,000 
volunteers collected over 
1,500 tons of garbage and 
waste along the Indian coast-
line. 

In 2023, under its G20 
Presidency, the Ministry 
launched the Janbhagidari 
movement to enhance com-
munity participation and 
raise awareness about the 
sensitivity of ocean and coastal 
pollution. This initiative 
focuses on beach cleaning 
efforts across all coastal states 
and union territories.  

The Mega beach cleaning 
event was held at Juhu Beach 
in Mumbai on May 21, 2023, 
wherein more than 1000 par-
ticipants (including G20 del-
egates) having representation 
of local dignitaries (public 
representatives), community, 
NGOs, NCC, NSS, Coast 
Guards, Corporations, State 
and Central Government 
officials participated. A nation-
al level Inter-School painting 
competition for school stu-
dents of classes 8 to 12 was 
organised wherein more than 
5900 students 
participated. 

In this drive at Juhu Beach, 
nearly 850 kg of litter, con-
sisting of around 500 kg of 
plastics and other litter, 
including single-use plastics 
and food wrappers, were col-
lected. In India, about 17392 
volunteers participated spread 
across 35 beaches in all coastal 
states/UTs including Juhu 
Beach in Mumbai, and about 
35243 Kg trash collected. Out 
of which 25 per cent consisted 
of plastic, followed by glass 
11 per cent.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 

I
n his maiden election 
rally after getting bail, 
the National Convenor 
of Aam Aadmi Party 

(AAP) Arvind Kejriwal said 
that AAP will play a key role 

in the Haryana assembly. 
While holding a roadshow 

in Jagadhri, Yamunanagar, 
and gaining support for party 
candidate Adarsh Pal Gurjar, 
Kejriwal said, “AAP is getting 
so many seats that without 
our support no government 
will be formed in Haryana.” 

Criticizing the incumbent 
state government led by 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
Kejriwal alleged that the party 
has pushed the state into 
rampant corruption, unem-
ployment, and drug addiction 
among youth. That’s why 
the people of Delhi are not 

letting BJP leaders enter their 
villages, he added. 

Echoing his criticism fur-
ther, the AAP leader claimed 
that the BJP had put me in 
jail by filing false cases and 
their aim was to make Kejriwal 
bow down in any way. 

“They wanted to break 

me, but they don't know that 
I am from Haryana and 
Haryana's blood is running 
in my veins. You can break 
anyone, but you cannot break 
a person from Haryana,” he 
said. 

The former Delhi CM said 
that BJP made allegations 
that Kejriwal is dishonest, 
corrupt, a thief. “I told the 
people of Delhi that I am 
resigning, if you think Kejriwal 
is a thief, do not vote for me; 
if you think Kejriwal is honest, 
then only vote for me,” he 
mentioned. 

Urging the voters to vote 
for the AAP candidate in 
Jagadhri, Kejriwal said that 
“On one side you have your 
beloved Adarsh Pal, who 
stays with you 24 hours a 
day, helps you in good and 
bad times. On the other side, 
there is Haryana Education 
Minister Kanwar Pal who 
has ruined the schools of 
Haryana, so choose wisely 
and elect the AAP  
candidate.”

‘No govt will be formed in 
Haryana without AAP support’
AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal claimed that the BJP had put him in jail by filing false cases 

Bhupender Yadav to participate in 
beach clean-up campaign in Mumbai

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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The Election Commission of 
India (ECI) on Friday said 
that the first phase of polling 
for Jammu and Kashmir 
assembly recorded 61.38 per 
cent voting on 18 Septem-
ber. 

The ECI said that 63.75 

per cent males, 58.96 per cent 
females and 40 per cent third 
gender voters turned out dur-
ing polling for 24 assembly 
seats in the first phase. 

The Chief Electoral officer 
of J&K had earlier given the 
tentative figure of polling as 
59 per cent. 

Inderwal constituency in 
Kishtwar district of Jammu 

witnessed the highest 82.16 
per cent voting followed by  
80.67 per cent in Padder. 

The interesting factor in 
the figures released by the 
ECI is that 100 per cent third 
gender voters turned out to 
exercise their franchise in 
four constituencies, Dooru, 
Kokernag(ST) in Kashmir 
and Doda and Ramban con-

stituencies in the Jammu 
region. 

Womenfolk turned out in 
larger numbers than men to 
cast their vote in 6 of the 24 
constituencies. 

In Kokernag (ST), 62.42 
per cent women voted against 
62.08 per cent men, Inderwal 
witnessed 82.90 per cent 
women turnout against 81.47 

per cent men, in Kishtwar 
the women turnout was 79.93 
pc against 76.62 pc men 
voters, in Bhaderwah 68.07 
pc women voted against 66.23 
pc men, Doda saw 75.82 pc 
women casting their vote 
against 69.34 pc men and in 
Doda West 78.24 pc women 
turned out against 73.91 per 
cent.

61.38 pc voting recorded in J&K’s first phase: ECI

Kejriwal alleged that 
the BJP has pushed 
Haryana into  
rampant corruption, 
unemployment, and 
drug addiction among 
youth.



C M Y K

An average tourist to 
Tokyo would find it diffi-
cult to believe the coun-
try’s population is shrin -

king after seeing the bustling 
crowds on the roads of Japan’s 
capital city. The tourist would not 
figure out that an increasing pro-
portion of the country’s popula-
tion is concentrated in the city and 
that Tokyo is not the mirror for the 
whole country.  

The government probably 
did not anticipate the public back-
lash that the gender-locking grant 
to women could give rise to, as it 
was perceived that offering money 
only to women was an indirect 
way of pushing women out of  
the capital.  

The plan probably assumed 
that those women choosing to 
move to rural areas by availing a 
government incentive would be 
content with a rural life and stay 
away from pursuing educational 
and professional activities.  

The idea was that Tokyo’s 
women were needed to repopu-
late and help out the local econo-
my that is heavily skewed towards 
male-dominated industries such 
as agriculture and manufacturing. 
This was absolutely a flawed deci-
sion that was bound to fail. 

Following backlash to this 
outlandish proposal that drew 
scorn on social media, Hanako 
Jimi, minister of state for regional 
revitalisation, ordered a review of 
the plan before finally scrapping 
it. Independent, motivated and 
educated women were aghast and 
laughed off the proposal.  

Some others questioned if 
women would be considered valu-
able only if they gave birth. Even 
an adviser to Prime Minister Kishi-
da called out the plan, saying it did 
not address the root cause of the 
problem. 

As less and less babies are 
born, day care centres are closing 
down, and the diaper industry is 
in demand more to cater to the 
greying seniors as their life span 
has increased.  

One can see tables for single 
persons in many restaurants, 
where one can see a Japanese 
salaried man or woman sitting 
alone after office hours and drink-
ing beer because 
he/she does not 
know where to go 
except home to 
sleep, to repeat the 
same living style the 
following day. 

While driving 
in the countryside 
one evening with a 
Japanese professor, 
the author noticed 
the roads were em -
pty, in stark contrast 
to what one sees in 
Tokyo.  

Upon inquir-
ing, I was told that 
there are few chil-
dren in the city and 
seniors are mostly 
indoors. That spea ks of the grim 
position that Japan faces today. 

The big question is why the 
fertility crisis has forced the 
authorities in Japan to go into the 
lonely hearts business?  

Despite all measures that the 
government has chosen, an edu-
cated and cultured single woman 
in a city such as Tokyo cannot be 
expected to find the sludge-filled 
fields of rural Japan the ideal lo -
cale for romance and marriage.  

She has all options available 
in Tokyo to enjoy life on her own 
terms while preferring to remain 
single. As said earlier, it is a per-
sonal choice to marry or not, or 
even to have kids if opting for mar-

riage, and the government has 
absolutely no role in this.  

An individual is concerned 
about his/her own life and choice 
of lifestyle and would not be ex -
pected to worry about the severe 
demographic problem that threat-
ens to overwhelm one of the 
world’s largest economies. 

People are also aware that 
Japan is not the only country that 

is facing a demo-
graphic challenge. 
Other countries 
such as China, Tai-
wan and South 
Korea are also fac-
ing similar chal-
lenges.  

This is the con-
sequence of mod-
ernisation, where a 
small family and 
better lifestyle is the 
norm. Even India 
that feels proud of 
enjoying the de -
mographic advan-
tages at present 
would face similar 
challenges in the 
future.  

It is a fact that Japan has  
one of the world’s lowest fertility 
rates. The shortage of children  
and the rising life span of  
elderly have made the situation so 
severe that the government has 
created a cabinet position to  
deal with it.  

The movement of young peo-
ple towards the cities for better 
education, work and lifestyle can-
not be arrested. 

Despite this impending de -
mographic time bomb confron -
ting it, Japan continues to main-
tain a very restrictive immigration 
policy and is reluctant to welcome 
foreigners to contribute to the 
shrinking labour force.  

Japan maintains strict condi-
tions for even overseas caregivers 
that it needs to help out the elderly 
in many old age homes. The 
unstated reason ~ of maintaining 
racial purity ~ comes in the way of 
assimilating with foreigners. 

Since the 1970s, the percent-
age of single women in their late 
twenties has more than tripled. 
The number of pensioners is also 
expected to double by 2025.  

If more children are not born, 
the pension systems will collapse 
under the weight of the elderly. 
Additionally, care of the old, social 
security, insurance costs and pop-
ulation decline shall lead to lower 
productivity.  

Almost 60 per cent of single 
Japanese men and 80 per cent of 
women are still stuck in the family 
nest and unmarried into their 
early thirties and are contemptu-
ously called “parasite singles”. 
Parents turning matchmaker 
(kon-katsu) has not helped.  

According to estimates by the 
National Institute of Population 
and Social Security Research, 
Japan’s population will decline by 
about 30 per cent to 87 million by 
2070, with four out of every 10 
people aged 65 or older.  

There are over 100,000  
centenarians at present and the 
number is increasing. A study by 
a private-sector expert panel said 
in April 2024 that more than 40 per 
cent of Japanese municipalities 
are at “risk of disappearing”  
due to the expected drop in the 
number of women in their 20s  
and 30s. 

A Japanese professor told this 
author that Japan shall disappear 
in another 200-300 years. The sce-
nario is grim and the government 
appears to have no solution. 

 
(Concluded) 

Nepal is marking the ninth Con-
stitution Day on Thursday. 
While the government is pre -
paring to celebrate with spe-

cial functions, a few Madhesh-based par-
ties want to mark it as a Black Day. The 
Loktantrik Samajbadi Party is one of the 
disgruntled groups that has annou nced 
a protest on the occasion. But the Jana-
mat Party, a new force that is leading the 
provincial government in Madhesh, has 
decided to celebrate the day. A document 
of compromise, multiple forces, includ-
ing the Madhesh-based parties, have 
grievances over the present constitution. 
The CPN (Maoist Centre) registered its 
dissenting views on various issues at the 
time of drafting the constitution, includ-
ing on the form of government. They 
stood for a directly elected presidential 
system and agreed to a compromise deal 
with other parties.  

The Rastriya Prajatantra Party, 
which lobbies for a Hindu kingdom, was 
against the secular republican system. 
The pro-monarchy party has frequently 
launched agitations demanding the 
same. A fringe Rastriya Janamorcha party 
has stood against federalism right from 
the start. Various other parties and 
groups oppose one or the other constitu-
tional provision. But they haven’t taken 
an extreme decision to mark the day of 
its promulgation as a black day. 

It’s universally accepted that no con-
stitution is perfect and a statute cannot 
satisfy all sections of the society. It is 
hence said that a constitution is a living 
document that can be amended and 
updated based on people’s aspirations 
and the changed reality. Nepal’s consti-
tution and political forces of the country 

have accepted these facts. The major 
political forces at the time of unveiling 
the constitution in 2015 promised the dis-
gruntled groups that they would address 
some of their ‘genuine concerns’ through 
amendments. They have a moral respon-
sibility to keep their word. 

After its promulgation, the statute 
has been amended multiple times. Going 
against the usual parliamentary practice 
of one of the two largest parties forming 
the government and the other leading the 
opposition bloc in the House, Nepal’s two 
largest forces ~ the Nepali Congress and 
the CPN-UML ~ are now together in gov-
ernment.  

The given rationale for their coming 
together is to amend the constitution and 
ensure political stability. Again, it is 
incumbent upon them to do so based on 
broadest possible consulta tio ns. Regis-
tering differences, pressing the establish-
ment to get their demands addressed and 
peacefully fighting for the cause they 
believe is a democratic right of each and 
every Nepali.  

But the manner of the protest mat-
ters. The parties and the leaders that have 
joined governments and governed the 
country multiple times, both before and 
after the promulgation of the constitu-
tion, should present themselves in a 
more mature way. It smacks of hypocrisy 
when they say and do one thing when in 
the government and the complete oppo-
site when out of power. 
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Escalating Crossfire 

The escalation of violence between Israel and 
Hezbollah in Lebanon is a stark reminder of the 
fragile balance in the region and the devastating 

consequences of such hostilities. The attacks, which tar-
geted Hezbollah’s communication infrastructure, have 
crossed significant red lines and left a trail of destruction 
and human suffering. As tensions heighten, the risk of a 
wider war looms large, threatening to engulf not only 
Lebanon and Israel but the broader West Asia. The scale 
and precision of the attacks have shocked many. Hezbol-
lah, a formidable Iran-backed force in Lebanon, has 
endured previous Israeli strikes, but the latest wave has 
inflicted unprecedented damage. The simultaneous tar-
geting of pagers and communication devices in public 
areas, including hospitals, pharmacies, and markets, has 
brought chaos to civilian life. The loss of life and the thou-
sands injured demonstrate that, once again, civilians are 
bearing the brunt of these confrontations. 

Hezbollah’s leader, Hassan Nasrallah, has con-
demned these attacks, framing them as war crimes and 
provocations that breach all established norms. The 
group, long entrenched in Lebanon’s political and mili-
tary landscape, appears unfazed in its defiance, even as 
it acknowledges the severity of the blow. Mr Nasrallah’s 
call for retaliation is a clear signal that the conflict is far 
from over, with potential for a deeper regional involve-
ment, particularly from Iran, Hezbollah’s patron. On the 
other side, Israel sees its actions as part of a broader 
defence strategy aimed at neutralising threats on its 
northern border. Southern Lebanon, where Hezbollah 
operates, has long been a battleground, and Israel’s mil-
itary has consistently struck at Hezbollah targets. How-
ever, the stakes have risen significantly. Israel’s decision 
to hit not just military targets but communication net-
works indicates a new phase in the conflict ~ one that 
embraces technological warfare alongside traditional 
military strikes. 

This escalation also underscores the proxy nature of 
the conflict, with Iran’s influence over Hezbollah being 
a central factor. Israel has been clear that its conflicts 
with both Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza are 
part of a broader confrontation with Iran. Tehran’s strate-
gic support for armed groups across the region, from 
Yemen to Syria, has long been a source of tension. Should 
this conflict expand, it risks drawing in more regional 
powers, further destabilising an already volatile West 
Asia. While both sides continue to trade blows, the inter-
national community is calling for restraint. The United 
States, in particular, has urged de-escalation, recognising 
that an all-out war would not only devastate the region 
but also complicate efforts to stabilise other conflict 
zones, including Gaza.  

However, calls for peace have often fallen on deaf 
ears, with both Hezbollah and Israel locked in a cycle of 
retaliation. Lebanon’s people, already grappling with 
economic collapse and political dysfunction, face yet 
another humanitarian crisis. With hospitals over-
whelmed and fear spreading through communities, the 
impact of this conflict will be long-lasting. The question 
now is whether regional and global powers can intervene 
diplomatically before the situation spirals further out  
of control. 

 

Rupee Surge 

The Indian rupee’s surge to a two-month high on 
Thursday signals a broader shift in the global eco-
nomic landscape, influenced not just by domestic 

factors but by international dynamics as well. This rally 
is not an isolated event but part of a larger trend where 
the performance of Asian currencies, particularly the Chi-
nese yuan, has had a cascading effect across the region. 
As the yuan strengthens, so too do other currencies like 
the rupee, reflecting the interconnectedness of regional 
economies in today’s financial markets. One of the major 
catalysts for the rupee’s rise is the US Federal Reserve’s 
decision to implement a significant 50 basis points cut 
in interest rates. This move has reverberated through 
global markets, leading to a weakening of the US dollar 
and boosting the appeal of emerging market currencies 
like the rupee. The cut was larger than anticipated, sig-
nalling that the Fed is focused on addressing macroeco-
nomic concerns such as inflation and slowing growth. 
For India, this has translated into improved investor sen-
timent, with foreign inflows contributing to the rupee’s 
strengthening. However, while this rise in the rupee is a 
positive indicator of foreign investor confidence, it is 
important to consider the broader implications for 
India’s economy, especially exports. A stronger rupee 
may negatively impact the price competitiveness of Indi-
an goods in global markets, making it harder for exporters 
to maintain their profit margins. This presents a delicate 
balancing act for India’s central bank, which will likely 
continue intervening to manage the rupee’s appreciation 
while ensuring that India’s export-driven sectors are not 
adversely affected. 

In this context, it’s notable that the Reserve Bank of 
India appears comfortable with the rupee’s current 
appreciation, at least in the short term. While the RBI 
has a history of intervening in currency markets to pre-
vent excessive volatility, its apparent decision to allow 
the rupee to rise suggests that it may prioritise building 
up foreign exchange reserves through dollar inflows. 
These reserves are critical for maintaining financial sta-
bility, especially given the on-going global uncertainty. 
At the same time, the US dollar’s volatility remains a key 
factor to watch.  

Despite a temporary rebound, the dollar's value is 
under pressure as markets digest the implications of the 
Fed’s rate cut. Experts suggest that the dollar may regain 
strength in the medium term, which could impact the 
rupee’s upward trajectory. For now, though, the rupee’s 
rise seems to align with regional trends, driven in part 
by the yuan’s rally. The rupee’s surge represents a mo -
ment of optimism for India’s financial markets, buoyed 
by global economic shifts. While this is encouraging for 
foreign investments and domestic market sentiment, the 
long-term implications for exports and overall economic 
balance will depend on how the central bank manages 
this appreciation. India must remain vigilant in ensuring 
that a strong rupee does not come at the cost of broader 
economic growth.

Japan’s Time Bomb~II
Vol. CXXXXXVIII  224

Despite this impending demographic time bomb confronting it, Japan continues 
to maintain a very restrictive immigration policy and is reluctant to welcome 
foreigners to contribute to the shrinking labour force. Japan maintains strict 
conditions for even overseas caregivers that it needs to help out the elderly 
in many old age homes. The unstated reason — of maintaining racial purity –
comes in the way of assimilating with foreigners

editor@thestatesman.com

SIR, I refer to the article “Tottering 
cities” by Devendra Saksena (19 
September). Waterlogging as well 
as deaths by frequent fire accidents 
in offices, hospitals and coaching 
classes as well as the collapse of 
dilapidated buildings have become 
a part of the furniture. They are a 
testament to the government’s neg-
ligent nonchalance verging on 
criminality.   

The recurring incidents have 
exposed the government’s false-
hoods. The predicament of people 
is worsening, their patience sorely 
tried. What is wrong with the 
municipal corporations is that the 
infrastructure spending does not 

deliver because it is executed via 
leaky government departments that 
focus on hardware, where kick-
backs are available.  

We need modern, effective 
utilities that are autonomous, ac -
countable and creditworthy.   

We have the turnaround story 
of Shimla Municipal Corporation. 
Once reeling under acute water 
woes, SMC set up an autonomous 
uti lity company to manage both 
water and sewerage, accountable to 
citizens for service and to outside 
lenders for financing.  

A ghost city three years ago, 
with water woes resulting in epi-
demics and tourists running away, 

Shimla now has 24x7 water supply 
and clean sanitation. Municipal 
corporations across the country 
need such institutions.   

Yours, etc.,  
Sudipta Ghosh, 

 Jangipur, 19 September.  
 

EDUCATE PEOPLE 
SIR, This refers to the editorial 
“Nipah Threats” published today.  
“Nipah” virus is a zoonotic 
pathogen. Its reservoirs are fruit 
bats or flying foxes, which are dis-
tributed in the coastal regions and 
in several islands in the Indian 
Ocean. The virus can be transmit-
ted to humans from wild and 
domestic animals. So far, outbreaks 
have only been reported in Asia; 
however, as the disease can be 

transmitted by domesticated ani-
mals and secondary human-to-
human transmissions are also pos-
sible, it has considerable epidemic 
or pandemic potential.  

Proactive measures should be 
taken to educate the public, 
improve sanitation and ensure that 
wildlife habitats are protected from 
human interference.  

The Public Health Department 
should focus on this virus and make 
the people alert about the risks of 
its outbreak not only in Kerala but 
all over the country. 

Yours, etc.,  
Debaprasad Bhattacharya, 

Kolkata, 18 September. 
 

POSTAL WOES 
SIR, I would like to highlight the 
problems of Indiapost. I have a 
granddaughter who lives in the 

USA. I write letters to her at regular 
intervals. I also send her cards on 
her birthdays.  

But none of these reach her in 
time. The birthday cards are deliv-
ered well past the date, although I 
make it a point to post the cards at 
least 5-6 weeks in advance.   

I  once thought of sending 
these by Speed Post or by registered 
post. For Speed Post, a 10-gram 
envelope costs more than Rs 2000 
and for registered post, one has to 
submit three copies each of the 
Aadhaar and PAN cards.  

It appears absolutely ridicu-
lous. I was told that Aadhaar, PAN 
etc. are needed for security reasons. 
I fail to understand what security 
risk can be there in a 10-gram  
envelope. 

Yours, etc.,  
Dr Protyush Chatterjee, 
Kolkata, 18 September.  

Learn  from  Shimla 
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The writer is former Senior 
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New Delhi, and ICCR Chair 
Professor at Reitaku         

University, Japan

Gone astray 

ANNUAL General Meeting of Calcutta 
Y.M.C.A. will be held today at 4-30 p.m. 
at the Y.M.C.A., Chowringhee Branch, 25, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Kolkata-700087. 
Mr. John Mazumdar, President of the 
Association will be in the Chair.

PERSONAL

ATISHI 

SIR, The Aam Aadmi Party’s (AAP) decision to pick Atishi as the  
Delhi CM isn’t surprising, given her prominence after Arvind Kejriw-
al’s resignation.  

She needs to solve infrastructure problems and invigorate the 
bureaucracy. The AAP needs a boost in governance because its anti-
graft initiatives have lost steam.  

However, Atishi is a relatively young and first-time MLA. Her 
inexperience and potential undermining by Kejriwal give rise to con-
cerns. Can she energize bureaucracy and address infrastructure 
issues? Will her leadership cause political rifts even though it may be 
well received by women? 

Yours, etc., Anshu Bharti, Begusarai, 18 September. 



C M Y K

GERMANY’S anxiety to disavow 
responsibility for the War is the less 
unnatural that she genuinely believes her-
self innocent of the crime. There are Ger-
mans and Germans, of course, and the 
fact is not to be denied that the dawning 
of Der Tag was sedulously prepared for 
and eagerly welcomed by the militarist 
party. The ordinary German, however—
the decent law-abiding Fritz—while 
acknowledging the preparations and even 
admitting that the junkers brought about 
the crisis at the moment when it suited 
them to do so, nevertheless maintains 
that the War was forced upon his country 
by the increasing pressure of the Franco-
Russian alliance, the accession of England 
to the Entente, the growing disaffection 
of Italy, and last but not least, the rising 
power of the Balkan States on Austria's 
flank in this way Germany and Austria 
were finding themselves hemmed in by a 
hostile encirclement which threatened 
their national existence, and were com-
pelled to assert their liberty before it was 
too late. If it be objected that the encir-
clement was the consequence of Ger-
many’s own policy, the reply is that the 
ends she pursued were perfectly legiti-
mate and the means by which she sought 
to attain them identical with those 
employed by other nations. The argu-
ment may or may not be thought con-
vincing, but it is certainly sincere. 

CIVIL PENSIONS 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “STATESMAN.”   

SIR,— I am quite in agreement with 
RETIRED. In consideration of the hard 
economic conditions that prevail and are 
likely to continue for some years to come, 
it is prayed that Government may do 
something for the poor pensioners to 
enable the poor old and enfeebled men 
to live in decent comfort as befits their 
positions as Government pensioners. For 
old hands who have commuted their 
pensions and have lived to a crippled old 
age, it would be an act of benevolence if 
Government allowed them to draw their 
full pensions, if they have paid back over 
and above what they never received, and 
Government would be the gainer and in 
no way a sufferer. This concession would 
be a great boon to those who are strug-
gling in their old age to keep body and 
soul together in these hard times. I would 
ask the help of fellow sufferers to keep 
the ball rolling till it catches the eye of 
some kind-hearted influential official to 
put the case before the Government. 

PENSIONER.  
Gulzarbagh, Sept. 13. 

THE TARAKESWAR 
NEGOTIATIONS 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ STATESMAN 

SIR,-—Venerable Swami Satchi-
tananda, the prime originator of the 
National movement at Tarakeswar, has, 
after a protracted trial, been convicted 
and sentenced—for whom? For the sake 
of the people—for the sake of the Hindu 
religion. The Hindu public owe a deep 
sense of gratitude to the Swamiji for his 
indomitable straightforwardness, un-
daunted courage, untiring zeal, and 
unparalleled self-sacrifice. 

But what is horrifying the public is the 
startling revelations—the pathetic appeal 
of Swamiji published in news¬papers from 
time to time regarding the ignominious 
negotiations between the Mohant and the 
Satyagraha Committee. The terms of com-
promise so far as they have been ascer-
tained refer to the installation of Probhat 
Giri—the disciple of Satis Giri. 

Is the Satyagraha Committee 
alone— Deshbandhu and his satellites—
empowered to consider and settle the 
terms of compromise in a religious mat-
ter in which the whole Hindu community 
is concerned? Even assuming that the 
committee has a right to deal with this 
affair—is it not advisable that the repre-
sentatives of the Hindu community and 
other prominent public men who have 
helped the movement and are up till now 
helping, should have access to discuss 
the terms of compromise?—Yours, etc. 

ASHIT MOOKERJEE. 
Tallah, Sept. 13 

WOMEN WORKERS 
IN CALCUTTA 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ STATESMAN.” 

SIR,—I am an Englishwoman and this 
is my first visit to Calcutta. I read the States-
man daily and also scan the advertise-
ments, and I am astonished at the meagre 
wages offered to the working woman in 
this city. In Bombay we have to give  
thirty-five rupees per mensem to an ayah; 
also her breakfast and afternoon tea. Here 
people offer an English nurse thirty rupees 
a month. How can a woman dress and 
save for a “rainy day” on one rupee a day? 
The wages of typists (in Calcutta seem to 
range from twenty-five to sixty rupees a 
month. Can anybody keep body and soul 
together, much less dress, on such salaries? 

Before leaving England, I read a 
case about a shop girl who was given in 
charge for stealing half-a-crown. Her 
salary was thirty shillings a week, and 
the magistrate remarked that it was 
insufficient for her needs. 

A. M.   
Calcutta, Sept. 18 
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

ACROSS 
 
1    Government-funded 

body gives Dame 
Mary reduced work 
(6) 

4    Centrally heated 
room mostly being 
used for procreation 
(2,4) 

8    The bloke’s right-wing 
past  
(7) 

9    Killer stalks 
Frenchman in Spanish 
location  
(7) 

11  Yankee separates 
two poets with 
identical cuts in brawl 
(10) 

12  Top bishop has Father 
Ted defrocked  
(4) 

13  Stroke stomach 
before beginning on 
legs  
(5) 

14  One of Elgar’s 
variations 
incorporated into 
finale and added to 
(8) 

16  Holy man bores posh 
couples on the next 
floor  
(8) 

18  Bread making 
instruments  
(5) 

20  Type of music club  
(4) 

21  Dotty made love in 
Doha ending early 
phase of chastity  
(10) 

23  Lively old air, inspiring 
finale of  
Beethoven’s  
ninth?  
(7) 

24  Ruddy German after 
making U-turn 
tailgates German  
car, I hear  
(7) 

25  Government, say, 
obstructs the return 
of Arab ruler  
(6) 

26  Revolutionary part of 
Ptolemaic astronomy 
(6) 

DOWN 
 
1    Split leftover capital 

(5) 
2    Anoint a Byzantine 

lady (7) 
3    Serviceman captures 

a foul-mouthed 
nationalist  
(9) 

5    Slender king’s figure 
(5) 

6    Old stager is a 
cavalryman? Sounds 
like it (7) 

7    Dicky perished after 
overwhelming 
century breaks (9) 

10  Wife’s so nimble 
during dance 
movement (6,3) 

13  A saucer, perhaps 
from Ganymede?  
(9) 

15  America supports 
strike on Prince 
Edward Island  
(9) 

17  Giving a name to bird 
and fish  
(7) 

19  One lacking belief is 
given dabs of 
accessories to armed 
robbery  
(7) 

21  Singular lame gags 
after raising a stink 
(5) 

22  Architectural feature 
in Kosovo location  
(5)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9
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11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26

CROSSWORD

D I S C O N S O L A T E
E T L I A U D

H E R A L D I C T A L L O W
P N S K I I L

U S E D C A N O N P I L E
E R H E O

W A R E H O U S E D C O P Y
W O S R O

A C E S L A B O U R C A M P
E E R K O

B L U E M O N E Y E R N E
T T E E L D G

L I Q U I D F E A T H E R S
C D I I N A E

D E P A R T M E N T A L

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-292908

V
ijender Gupta, MLA from 
Rohini and Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Delhi Assembly 
has been in public life in a 

career spanning three decades. Gupta 
had also served as the Leader of 
Opposition in the Delhi Legislative 
Assembly from 2015 to 2020. He has 
rich experience serving in leadership 
positions, from party president of the 
Delhi unit to leading the opposition 
charge in the Delhi Assembly. He 
proved his mettle by being elected 
thrice as Councilor in the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi.  

As a loyal party worker, he had 
been associated with the party since 
his college days. He began his political 
career in 1984 when he was elected as 
Vice President of the Delhi University 
Students Union (DUSU). He was also 
the presidential candidate for ABVP 
in 1985. 

 In an exclusive interview with 
Nikhil Vyas of The Statesman, Gupta 
talks about Delhi Assembly polls which 
are due early next year, the present 
political situation in Delhi and other 
issues related to the national capital. 

 
Excerpts: 
 
Q: What are the BJP’s prospects 

in the Delhi Assembly polls which are 
due early next year? 

A: BJP is confident about its 
prospects in the upcoming Delhi 
Assembly polls. We have a clear vision 
for Delhi's development, rooted in seva, 
good governance, and people’s welfare. 

In Delhi, even though Congress 
and the Aam Aadmi Party contested 
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections together, 
the BJP still received 54 per cent of the 
votes. The people of Delhi have proven 
that they stand with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's development model. 
Even when the BJP was not in power 
in Delhi, the Modi government made 
sure that what is required for the devel-
opment of the capital is delivered. 
From massive projects such as RRTS 
to e-buses for enhanced urban mobil-
ity, from PM Awas homes to PM 
Ujjwala Yojana, the benefits of Central 
government schemes have positively 
impacted people’s lives in Delhi. 

On the other hand, we have an 
utterly incompetent AAP government 
that has completely resigned itself 

from working for the people and is 
focused on how to siphon off people’s 
money and cover up its abject failure 
at governing. People of Delhi have 
had enough and are seeing the BJP as 
the only credible alternative to end 
the era of anarchy and corruption.   

 
Q: What is your opinion on the 

present political situation in Delhi? 
A: As far as the current politics 

in Delhi is concerned, it is clear that 
the people of the country, especially 
those in Delhi, have understood the 
cunning tactics of the Aam Aadmi 
Party, particularly former chief min-
ister of Delhi Arvind Kejriwal, very 
well. Atishi will function like a rub-
ber-stamp Chief Minister, with the 
real control in Kejriwal's hands. 
Atishi will do exactly as Kejriwal 
directs. Atishi will remain only a 
dummy Chief Minister of Delhi, 
which would be an injustice to the 2 
crore people of the city. 

There are several reasons for the 
dissatisfaction of Delhi's people with 
Kejriwal's politics. After failing to 
effectively address basic issues like 
water and electricity, AAP leaders 
have been embroiled in numerous 
corruption cases, which has increased 
public anger towards Kejriwal. The 
Swati Maliwal case has also had a 
direct impact on the image of both the 
Aam Aadmi Party and Kejriwal. The 
good thing is that the Delhi BJP has 
always stood with the people of Delhi 
on all these issues. 

In Delhi, Kejriwal even conduct-
ed roadshows for Congress candi-
dates, and alongside his wife Sunita 
Kejriwal, he repeatedly claimed dur-
ing election campaigns that he was 
being unjustly sent to jail. However, 
people did not care much about him. 
It has become clear to people that 
Kejriwal is corrupt. After leading a 
nationwide anti-corruption move-
ment and entering politics, Kejriwal 
was in jail due to the Delhi liquor pol-
icy case. You could say this is part of 
the system, and that it is doing its job. 
But it must also be acknowledged that 
this is a symbol of the changing poli-
tics in Delhi. 

As for the Congress, it doesn't 
even have candidates for several 
seats. After ruling the capital for 15 
consecutive years from 1998 to 2013, 

the Congress gradually moved to the 
margins. In the 2013 elections, the 
Congress still managed to win eight 
seats,  but in the 2015 and 2020 
assembly elections, the party did not 
win a single seat. Similarly, the Con-
gress remained empty-handed in the 
2014, 2019, and 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Although the Congress fielded 
candidates in alliance with the Aam 
Aadmi Party in the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections, they still did not succeed. 

In the next assembly elections, 
the people must decide what kind of 
government they want in Delhi – one 
aligned with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s vision of a ‘Developed 
India,’ or the Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment, which is deeply entrenched 
in corruption. 

 
Q: How do you look at the Aam 

Aadmi Party government’s education 
and health model in Delhi? 

A: The Delhi government's edu-
cation and health models are limited 
only to paper. In reality, there is 
nothing. 

This time, a record number of 
10th and 12th grade students have 
failed. Is this what happens in a 
world-class education system, where 
students fail at record levels? The cor-
ruption of crores of rupees in the con-
struction of school rooms by them is 
not hidden from anyone. 

As far as the health department 
is concerned, tell me how many 
mohalla clinics that were being 
drummed up are running today? We 
need comprehensive and sustainable 
solutions to these issues. 

 
Q: What are the key issues of BJP 

in the Delhi Assembly polls, and 
what would be the party's strategy 
for the elections? 

A: The key issues for BJP in the 
Delhi Assembly polls will focus on 
addressing the failures of the AAP 
government, particularly in areas like 
public safety, infrastructure, and 
environmental management. Our 
strategy will involve engaging directly 
with voters, presenting a detailed 
plan to fix these critical issues, and 
ensuring that such tragedies never 
occur again. We aim to restore faith 
in governance by tackling these 
problems head-on. 

Q: What is your say on the 
Assembly sessions called by the AAP 
government? 

A: Despite the Opposition's con-
tinuous demand, the AAP government 
has not convened a session of the 
Assembly in the last five months. The 
previous session that was called did not 
discuss a single public interest issue. 
Whenever we tried to raise the voice of 
the people, the opposition was repeat-
edly thrown out by the marshals. I have 
always supported the smooth function-
ing of the Assembly, and I will continue 
to do so. The job of the opposition is to 
draw the government's attention to its 
shortcomings, and I do that. I raise fac-
tual questions in the Assembly, which 
shouldn't offend anyone. 

 
Q: As the Leader of the Opposi-

tion in the Delhi Legislative Assembly, 
which issues will you be raising in the 
House in view of the Assembly polls? 

A: I will focus on the issues that 
directly impact the safety and well-
being of Delhi’s residents. The recent 
deaths due to waterlogging highlights 
the failure of the AAP government to 
maintain even basic infrastructure. 
We will also address broader issues 
such as drinking water crises, poor 
public transport system, public safety, 
and the crumbling infrastructure 
across the city. 

What's even more alarming is the 
AAP government's blatant disregard 
for transparency and accountability. 

Since 2017, they have not tabled any 
CAG (Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral) reports in the Delhi Assembly. 
This is a serious violation of consti-
tutional norms. Moreover, in the past 
10 years, the Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC) has not discussed or 
recommended any CAG report to the 
House. This shows how the AAP gov-
ernment is blatantly encouraging 
corruption. 

We will demand immediate 
tabling of all pending CAG reports and 
a thorough discussion of these reports 
in the Assembly. 

 
Q: Which are the civic issues and 

other issues in Delhi that need to be 
addressed immediately? 

A: I will say again that Delhi has 
been grappling with numerous long-
standing issues under the AAP gov-
ernment's misrule. These problems 
span a wide range, from the persistent 
drinking water crisis to the annual 
monsoon flooding that paralyzes our 
city. We've witnessed electricity rates 
soaring, pollution levels reaching 
alarming heights, and traffic conges-
tion worsening day by day. 

The BJP is committed to 
addressing these critical issues on a 
priority basis. We have a comprehen-
sive plan to tackle each of these prob-
lems head-on. Our goal is to over-
come the governance deadlock that 
AAP has created and accelerate 
Delhi's progress. 

SANTOSH MATHEW 
 

I
n the early 19th century, a mon-
umental scientific project began 
that would leave a profound mark 
on the Indian subcontinent. The 

Great Trigonometrical Survey of India, 
initiated in 1802, was not merely 
about cartography; it was a ground-
breaking venture that reshaped the 
landscape of India through precision, 
innovation, and vision. 

Spearheaded by British infantry 
officer William Lambton under the 
East India Company, this survey 
transformed the understanding of the 
subcontinent’s geography and had 
far-reaching impacts on administra-
tion, economy and cultural heritage. 

The Great Trigonometrical Sur-
vey officially commenced on 10 April 
1802, with the measurement of a cru-
cial baseline near Madras (now Chen-
nai). Major Lambton, who was tasked 
with leading this ambitious project, 
carefully selected a flat plain for the 
initial measurement. The baseline 
stretched 7.5 miles (12.1 km) and was 
marked by St. Thomas Mount at the 
north and Perumbauk Hill at the 
southern end. This baseline was the 
first step in a meticulous process that 
aimed to map the vast Indian subcon-
tinent with unprecedented accuracy. 

Lambton's choice of a flat plain 
for the initial baseline was strategic. 
Accurate measurements were crucial 
for the success of the survey, and a 

flat, unobstructed baseline allowed 
for more precise calculations. The 
work began with the meticulous 
measurement of this baseline, which 
would serve as the foundation for the 
extensive triangulation network that 
followed. 

The Great Trigonometrical Sur-
vey utilized advanced trigonometric 
techniques to measure distances and 
angles across the vast expanse of 
India. The method involved creating 
a network of triangles, using the base-
line measurements as a reference 
point. By measuring angles and dis-
tances within these triangles, survey-
ors were able to map the terrain with 
remarkable precision. 

One of the most notable achieve-
ments of the survey was the accurate 
measurement of the meridian arc 
from the southern tip of India to 
Nepal. This endeavour required sur-
veying through varied and challenging 
terrain, including the Himalayan 
mountain range. The precision 
achieved in this measurement 
allowed for the calculation of the 
Earth's circumference with astonish-
ing accuracy and contributed to glob-
al scientific knowledge. 

For the British East India Com-
pany, the survey was more than a sci-
entific undertaking; it was a crucial 
tool for effective administration and 
control. The detailed maps produced 
by the survey enabled the British to 
manage the vast and diverse regions 

of India with greater efficiency. Accu-
rate geographical information facili-
tated better planning of infrastructure 
projects such as roads, railways, and 
irrigation systems. 

The survey’s precise maps were 
instrumental in the collection of land 
revenue, as they provided detailed 
information about land use and bound-
aries. This information was crucial for 
implementing administrative policies 
and managing the economic resources 
of the subcontinent. The improved 
accuracy in mapping also played a key 
role in the strategic planning of military 
campaigns and the consolidation of 
British rule across India. 

The detailed maps created by 
the Great Trigonometrical Survey 
had a transformative effect on the 
Indian economy. The accurate 
depiction of geographical features 
facilitated the construction of infra-
structure that was vital for economic 
development. Railways, roads, and 
irrigation systems were planned and 
executed with greater precision, fos-
tering economic growth and integra-
tion. The expansion of the railway 
network, for instance, connected 
previously isolated regions, facilitat-
ing trade and commerce. This con-
nectivity helped create a unified 
market across the subcontinent, 
stimulating economic activity and 
development. 

The survey’s work in mapping 
resources and land use patterns also 

contributed to the optimiza-
tion of agricultural practices 
and resource extraction, fur-
ther boosting economic 
growth. Beyond its immediate 
practical benefits, the Great 
Trigonometrical Survey left a 
lasting legacy in the fields of 
science and culture. The sur-
vey's precision and methodol-
ogy advanced the science of 
geodesy and set new standards 
for geographic measurement. 
The accurate geographic coor-
dinates established by the sur-
vey influenced future scientific 
research and exploration. 

Culturally, the survey contributed 
to a deeper understanding of India’s 
diverse geography and historical land-
marks. By documenting and mapping 
ancient sites and natural features, the 
survey helped preserve India’s cultur-
al heritage. The detailed maps provid-
ed insights into the region’s historical 
and cultural landscape, enriching the 
appreciation of India’s heritage. 

The significance of the Great 
Trigonometrical Survey is commem-
orated by several memorials across 
India.  One notable example is
Lambton’s Memorial in the village of 
Perumbauk, which marks the site 
where the initial baseline measure-
ment began. These memorials serve 
as a testament to the monumental 
effort and achievements of the sur-
vey, honouring the contributions of 

Major Lambton and his team. The 
Great Trigonometrical Survey of 
India was a landmark project that 
reshaped the Indian subcontinent in 
multiple dimensions. From its metic-
ulous beginning with the measure-
ment of a 7.5-mile baseline near 
Madras to its profound impacts on 
administration, economy, and cul-
ture, the survey was a transformative 
endeavour.  Its legacy endures 
through the precise maps it pro-
duced, the infrastructure it helped 
develop, and the scientific advance-
ments it inspired. The Great Trigono-
metrical Survey stands as a testament 
to the power of scientific innovation 
in shaping the course of history and 
transforming societies. 

 
(The writer is Associate Professor, Centre for 
South Asian Studies, Pondicherry Central 
University.)
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'Unconstitutional': Bombay HC strikes down IT 
Rules amendment setting up 'Fact Checker Units'
Justice Patel had said that the proposed FCUs under the amended rules "directly infringed fundamental rights under Article 19 (1)(g)" due to the differential 
treatment between online and print content
AGENCIES 
MUMBAI, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 

T
he Bombay High 
Court's "tie-breaker" 
judge on Friday struck 
down the Information 

Technology Rules amend-
ments' Rule 3, which empow-
ers the Central government 
to establish Fact Check Units 
(FCUs) to weed out "fake and 
misleading" information about 
it on social media platforms 

as violative of Articles 14 and 
19 of the Constitution.   

A single-judge bench of 
Justice Atul Chandurkar pro-
nounced his opinion on the 
issue after a division bench 
of Justice Gautam Patel and 
Justice Dr Neela Gokhale had 
delivered a split verdict in 
January 2024, in several peti-
tions, including one filed by 
comedian Kunal Kamra. 

In their ruling nine months 
ago, Justice Patel had struck 

down the rules in their entirety 
while Justice Gokhale had 
upheld their validity, resulting 
in the split verdict. 

Thereafter, in February, 
Chief Justice D.K. Upadhyay 
appointed Justice Chandurkar 
to provide his "tie-breaking" 
opinion in the case. 

In his verdict, Justice Chan-
durkar said that the amend-
ments "violate Articles 14 
(equality before law) and Arti-
cle 19 (Protection of certain 

rights regarding freedom of 
speech, etc) of the Constitu-
tion, and also the Article 21 
(protection of life and liberty) 

and do not satisfy the test of 
proportionality". 

In his verdict, Justice Patel 
had said that the proposed 
FCUs under the amended 
rules "directly infringed fun-
damental rights under Article 
19 (1)(g)" due to the differential 
treatment between online 
and print content. However, 
Justice Gokhale had said that 
the rule was not unconsti-
tutional and termed as 
"unfounded" the apprehen-

sions of the petitioner that 
the FCU would be a biased 
body comprising persons 
picked and acting at the 
behest of the government, 
and held that there was no 
restriction on free speech 
nor did the amendments 
suggest that the users could 
face any penal consequences. 

Article 19 (1)(g) deals with 
the freedom to practice one’s 
profession or business while 
Article 19 lists the nature of 

restrictions that can be 
imposed. As per the amended 
rules, major social media 
platforms would have to either 
take down the content or add 
a disclaimer after the gov-
ernment’s FCU identified it. 

The petitioners had con-
tended that the two rules are 
ultra vires the Sections 79 
and Sec. 87(2)(z) of the IT 
Act 2000, and violate the fun-
damental rights granting cit-
izens "equal protection under 

the law" as per Article 14 and 
Article 19(1)(a) and 19 (1)(g). 

Kamra, through his lawyers, 
senior counsel Navroz Seervai 
and Arvind Datar, said he 
was a political satirist who 
relies on social media plat-
forms to share his content 
and the rules could lead to 
arbitrary censorship of his 
content, it could be blocked, 
taken down or his social 
accounts could be suspended 
or deactivated.

Gyanvapi well in Kashi symbolises knowledge and Lord Vishwanath: CM Yogi
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
GORAKHPUR, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Recalling an incident from Adi 
Shankar’s visit to Kashi for 
Gyan Sadhna, Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath 
remarked on Friday that the 
Gyanvapi well in Kashi is not 
merely a structure but a pro-

found medium for acquiring 
knowledge and a symbol of 
Lord Vishwanath himself. 

He explained that during 
Adi Shankar's visit to Kashi 
for Gyan Sadhna, Lord Vish-
wanath appeared before him 
in the form of an 'untouchable 
chandal', deepening his under-
standing of Advaita and Brahma. 

CM Yogi shared these insights 
during the conclusion of the 
Srimad Bhagwat Mahapuran 
Katha Gyan Yagna on the occa-
sion of the 55th death anniver-
sary of Yugpurush Brahmaleen 
Mahant Digvijaynath Ji Maharaj 
and the 10th death anniversary 
of Rashtrasant Brahmaleen 
Mahant Avedyanath Ji Maharaj 

at Gorakhnath temple here 
on Friday. 

Addressing devotees at the 
Digvijaynath Smriti Bhavan 
auditorium, he remarked, “No 
one can predict the form in 
which God will appear.” Citing 
the specific incident, he 
explained, “When Sanyasi Adi 
Shankar from Kerala believed 

he had reached maturity in 
Advaita knowledge, he jour-
neyed to Kashi, the sacred city 
of Lord Vishwanath, to deepen 
his understanding. One morn-
ing, as he headed to bathe in 
the Ganga, Lord Vishwanath 
appeared before him disguised 
as a Chandal, a figure tradi-
tionally considered untouch-

able.” 
The Chief Minister contin-

ued, “When Adi Shankar 
requested the Chandal to step 
aside, the Chandal replied, 
‘You claim to be a master of 
Advaita, which teaches that 
Brahma is the ultimate truth. 
If the Brahma within me is 
different from yours, then your 

Advaita is flawed. Do you see 
me as untouchable based on 
my appearance?’ It was then 
that Adi Shankar realised that 
the Chandal was, in fact, Lord 
Vishwanath, the very deity he 
had come to Kashi to seek.” 

CM Yogi emphasised that 
the true essence of ‘katha’ lies 
not only in listening but in 

applying its teachings to one’s 
life. He explained that texts 
like the Shrimad Bhagwat 
Mahapuran and other religious 
stories instil a sense of pride 
in India’s rich tradition, heritage, 
culture, and history. These 
stories have been narrated in 
India for over five thousand 
years. 

T            E            N            D            E            R
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Indices jump over 1 per cent, Nifty 
closes above 25,750 for first time 
The Sensex was up 1,359.51 points or 1.63 per cent at 84,544.31, and the Nifty was up 375.20 points or 1.48  per cent at 25,791

Canara Premier League – 
Cricket & Badminton 
Tournament for 
Canarites: Following a 
highly successful debut 
season last year, Canara 
Premier League CPL 2.0 
was announced this year 
by Canara Bank MD & CEO 
Shri K Satyanarayana Raju 
to showcase diverse tal-
ents of Canarites and set 
new sporting bench-
marks.  Canara Bank 
Bhubaneswar Circle 
Office organized CPL 2.0 
on 14th September 
wherein Cricket and Bad-
minton teams from all 5 
Regional Offices have par-
ticipated in the grand 
event. Cricket tourna-
ment was held at Hi-Tech 
Medical College Ground 
and Badminton Tourna-
ment held at Badminton 
Indoor Stadium, 
Bhubaneswar. 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
NEW DELHI, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 

B
enchmark indices 
extended gains for 
the second consec-
utive session on Fri-

day to hit fresh all-time highs 
amid positive global cues 
and buying across the sectors.  

 At close, the Sensex was 
up 1,359.51 points or 1.63 
per cent at 84,544.31, and 
the Nifty was up 375.20 points 
or 1.48  per cent at 25,791. 

 Sensex hit its fresh all-
time high of 84,694.46 while 
the Nifty 50 jumped to its 
record high of 25,849.25 

during the session. 
 On BSE, over 250 stocks, 

including ICICI Bank, Bharti 
Airtel, Hindustan Unilever 
(HUL), Bajaj Finserv and JSW 
Steel, hit their fresh 52-week 
highs in intraday trade.  

Zomato, Bajaj Holdings, 
Britannia Industries, Marico, 
Eicher Motors, Havells, Indian 
Hotels, Max Healthcare Insti-
tute, Persistent Systems, PI 
Industries, Trent and United 
Spirits were also among the 
265 stocks that jumped to 
their one-year highs.  

 BSE Midcap and BSE 
Smallcap indices ended with 
solid gains of 1.16 per cent 

and 1.37 per cent, respectively.  
 Overall market capitali-

sation (mcap) of the firms 
listed on the BSE rose to a 

record Rs 472 lakh crore from 
Rs 466 lakh crore in the pre-
vious session.  

 On Nifty, the biggest gain-
ers were M&M, ICICI Bank, 
JSW Steel, Bharti Airtel and 
L&T, while losers included 
Grasim Industries, SBI, 
IndusInd Bank, TCS and Bajaj 
Finance.  

Among the sectors, all 
ended in the green with auto, 

bank, capital goods, health-
care, FMCG, power, telecom, 
metal and realty rising 1-3 
per cent. 

 The Nifty Bank index hit 
a record high of 54,066.10 
during the day, crossing 54,000 
for the first time.  

 IIFL Finance shares rose 
11 per cent in early trading 
following the Reserve Bank 
of India’s (RBI) decision to 
lift restrictions on the com-
pany’s gold loan operations. 

 Patel Engineering shares 
rose over 5 per cent to Rs 
60.4 in the afternoon after 
the company announced that 
it has secured a  Rs 240-crore 

NHPC contract for Teesta-V 
Power Station.  

 Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Corporation 
(HUDCO) snapped a five-
day losing streak, gaining as 
much as 10 per cent.  

Notably, it had declined 
nearly 10 per cent during 
that five-day losing streak.  

 Shares of railway com-
ponent maker Cosmic CRF 
were locked at 5 per cent 
upper circuit at Rs 1,809 
apiece after the company's 
subsidiary NS Engineering 
Projects bagged an order 
worth Rs 127 crore from the 
infrastructure industry.

The Nifty Bank index 
hit a record high of 
54,066.10 during the 
day, crossing 54,000 
for the first time

NPS Vatsalya: FinMin’s  
pension scheme for minors

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 20SEPTEMBER 

 
Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman unveiled 
NPS Vatsalya, in line with 
the July Union Budget 2024 
announcement. 

NPS Vatsalya is a pension 
scheme designed for minors. 
This initiative was rolled out 
across 75 locations nation-
wide, with over 250 PRANs 
(permanent retirement 
account numbers) being allo-
cated to young subscribers. 

Under the NPS Vatsalya 
scheme, parents can invest 
a minimum of 1,000 per 
month with no upper limit, 
thereby fostering a habit of 
disciplined savings for their 
children, Ministry of Finance 
said in a statement.  

The scheme is designed 

to be operated by parents 
until the child reaches 18, at 
which point the account tran-
sitions into the child’s name. 
Upon reaching adulthood, 
the account can be seamlessly 
converted into a regular NPS 
account or another non-NPS 
scheme, it added. 

With the promise of sub-
stantial wealth accumulation 
through the power of com-
pounding, NPS Vatsalya envi-
sions providing a dignified 
and secure financial future 
for its subscribers, aligning 
with the government’s com-
mitment to comprehensive 
financial well-being. 

Under the NPS Vatsalya 
scheme, all minor citizens 
up to the age of 18 are eligible 
to open an account. The 
account is opened in the 
name of the minor and man-

aged by their guardian until 
the child reaches adulthood, 
ensuring that the minor 
remains the sole beneficiary 
throughout the process. 

According to Nirmala 
Sitharaman, NPS Vatsalya 
will encourage young sub-
scribers to develop a savings 
habit, and significant wealth 
can be built up through the 
effects of compounding. She 
emphasized that the scheme 
would provide a respectable 
life for individuals in their 
later years. 

As per the NPS Trust web-
site, the documents required 
to register under the scheme 
are: Date of Birth proof of 
the Minor (Birth certificate, 
School leaving certificate/ 
Matriculation Certificate, 
PAN and Passport); KYC of 
the Guardian shall be carried 
out by submitting; Proof of 
Identity and Address (Aadhaar, 
Driving License, Passport, 
Voter ID card, NREGA Job 
Card and National Population 
Register); NRE / NRO Bank 
Account (solo or joint) of the 
minor in case guardian is 
NRI. 

Following the launch, 
numerous banks introduced 
the pension plan for minors.  

These banks are: ICICI 
Bank, Axis Bank, Canara 
Bank, Punjab National Bank, 
Central Bank of India, and 
Bank of Maharashtra. 

Jindal India to invest  
` 1500 cr to ramp up 
capacity at Howrah facility
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Here’s some fresh capital 
inflows into Bengal. Jindal 
India Limited, one of India’s 
leading downstream steel 
players, will now shell out 
Rs 1,500 crore as Capex 
spend to effect a strategic 
capacity expansion of 0.6 
Million MT, a 60 per cent 
increase from its current 
capacity of 1 Million MT per 
annum. The new production 
lines will be established at 
the company’s manufactur-
ing facility in Ranihati, 
Howrah, West Bengal, with 
equipment supplied by lead-
ing machinery providers like 
John Cockerill and Esmech 
Equipment (SMS Group). 

Production from the newly 
added capacity, focusing on 
coated flat products, pipes, 
and crash barriers, is sched-
uled to commence in FY’25, 
with full completion expected 
by FY’26. The primary focus 
of this capacity expansion 
will be on adding new lines 
for coated flat products. This 
will enable Jindal India to 
increase production capacity 
for its existing products, 
expand its product portfolio 
to serve new segments such 
as solar and home appliances, 
and contribute to import 
substitution, reinforcing the 

company’s commitment to 
innovation and market 
growth, top company officials 
said. 

This strategic investment 
will also modernize and 
enhance the production 
capacity of crash barrier 
products and pipe products, 
particularly hollow section 
pipes for the construction 
sector. This strategic initiative 
will increase the capacity 
of coated flat products by 
60 percent from the current 
capacity, 40 percent for pipe 
products, and 75 percent 
in the crash barrier seg-
ment. 

“Our strategic expansion 
is in line with government’s 
thrust for infrastructure 
development. The increased 
focus on rapidly augmenting 
the nation’s highway network 
with critical safety compo-
nents such as crash barriers 
is a key area where Jindal 
India has been adding value. 
We also aim to further expand 
our geographical footprint 
in the country, strengthen 
our dominance in products 
like color coated sheets and 
diversify our product portfolio 
to include new segments 
like solar, where our products 
can be utilized in the man-
ufacturing of solar mounting 
structures,” said company’s 
official spokesman.

Safex Chemicals bets big on R&D, eyes  
25 per cent growth in formulation business
RITWIK MUKHERJEE 
KOLKATA, 19 SEPTEMBER 

 
Founded in 1991, Safex 
Chemicals Group, over the 
years, has established itself 
as a fast-growing force in 
the chemical industry. Over 
the last five years,in particular, 
the company has shown
impressive growth, with a 
revenue CAGR exceeding 25 
per cent. This growth reflects 
Safex Chemicals' successful 
expansion across India and 
beyond, positioning itself 
firmly within the global value 
chain. Two years ago, Safex 
Chemicals took a significant 
step in its international 
expansion by acquiring Briar 
Chemicals, a leading agro-
chemicals Contract Devel-
opment and Manufacturing 
Organisation (CDMO) in the 
UK. This acquisition, the 
company's third major deal 
in recent times, has further 
solidified Safex's global pres-
ence. The company, at pres-
ent, operates seven manu-
facturing units across India 
and the UK, proving its strong 
production capabilities. The 
company is backed by 
ChrisCap, further strength-
ening its financial and strate-
gic position. 

Speaking to The States-
man exclusively S K Chaud-
hary, Founder-Director, Safex 
Chemicals, justifies its diver-
sifications into different ver-
ticals of crop protection, 
explains the agricultural 
reforms needed in India and 
charts out company’s growth 
plans. 

Excerpts: 
Q: Safex Chemicals has 

diversified into different 
verticals of the crop pro-

tection industry. Can you 
explain how each part of 
them helps Safex grow? 

A: We began as formula-
tors of agrochemical prod-
ucts, and over time, we diver-
sified and expanded globally. 
Our business now includes 
agrochemical formulations, 
AI-driven crop protection 
solutions, CDMO services, 
and post-harvest seed pro-
tection. Each vertical con-
tributes to our growth by 
enhancing our capabilities 
across the crop protection 
value chain. Agrochemical 
formulations remain our 
core business, providing 
high-quality products that 
boost agricultural produc-
tivity. Our CDMO services 
allow us to collaborate with 
industry leaders, strength-
ening our position in the 
market.  Post-harvest seed 
protection ensures seed 
longevity and viability, sup-
porting sustainable farming 
practices and farmer success. 
This is crucial given India's 
need to ensure food security 
for its 1.4 billion population 
and our efforts have helped 
us grow into a global player 
in the crop protection indus-
try. Importantly, we've cre-
ated an entire ecosystem 
within the crop protection 
sector. Through Shogun 
Organics, we have further 
accelerated our growth on 
the R&D front. From AI-dri-
ven solutions to formulations, 
and post-harvest protection, 
we offer comprehensive sup-
port at every stage of crop 
growth and protection. This 
holistic approach not only 
drives our growth but also 
positions us as a key player 
in advancing agricultural 

productivity on a global 
scale. 

Q: What are your current 
goals and what are the plans 
that you have at the back 
of your mind to reach those 
goals and make Safex Chem-
icals one of India's top crop 
protection companies? 

A: Our vision is to care 
for all stakeholders, especially 
our customers, by offering 
top-tier products and services 
in the agrochemical industry. 
To achieve our mission of 
becoming one of the top 
five crop protection com-
panies in India, we are com-
mitted to delivering high-
quality and innovative solu-
tions. We are aiming for a 
25 per cent growth in our 
formulation business in India 
and further expanding our 
reach through our e-com-
merce app, 'Golden Farms'. 
Our approach aligns with 
the need to increase respon-
sible use of agrochemicals 
in India, where current usage 
is low at 0.6 kg per hectare. 
We must keep in mind that 
by 2029, India's domestic 
agrochemicals market is 
anticipated to touch $13.08 
billion and this indicates 
massive potential for growth 

and innovation in this sec-
tor. 

Q: How does Safex Chem-
icals use research and devel-
opment to create new ideas 
and products in crop pro-
tection? Are there any new 
technologies or big ideas 
coming soon? 

A: We place research and 
development (R&D) at the 
heart of our strategy for cre-
ating new ideas and products 
in crop protection and related 
fields. Our recent break-
through with Renofluthrin, 
India's first indigenously 
developed and patented 
mosquito repellent molecule, 
created by our subsidiary 
Shogun Organics, exemplifies 
our commitment to inno-
vation. This achievement, 
resulting from a decade of 
intensive research, demon-
strates our willingness to 
invest time and resources 
in ground-breaking devel-
opments. Our R&D approach 
involves strategic partner-
ships, as seen in our collab-
oration with Godrej Con-
sumer Products Limited for 
Renofluthrin. We focus on 
promoting self-reliance by 
reducing dependence on 
imported molecules and 
unregistered products. 

Q: With the global agri-
cultural markets changing 
and what consumers want 
changing too, what steps 
is Safex Chemicals taking 
now to take advantage of 
opportunities and keep 
growing in the agrochemical 
industry in 2024? 

A: We are taking proactive 
steps to capitalize on the 
evolving global agricultural 
markets and changing con-
sumer preferences. We are 

focusing on innovation and 
sustainability to meet the 
demands of modern agri-
culture. Our commitment 
to high-quality products 
positions us well to adapt 
to market changes. We are 
leveraging our diverse busi-
ness verticals, including pre-
cision farming solutions and 
post-harvest seed protection, 
to stay ahead of industry 
trends. Additionally, we are 
expanding our domestic for-
mulations business and con-
solidating our presence in 
key export markets. Such 
initiatives position us to take 
advantage of opportunities 
and sustain our growth in 
the agrochemical industry 
in 2024. 

Q: What are your views 
on the agricultural reforms 
needed in India to support 
the growth of the agrochem-
ical sector? How can these 
reforms potentially benefit 
companies like Safex Chem-
icals and contribute to the 
overall agricultural land-
scape? 

A: We believe agricultural 
reforms in India are essential 
to support the growth of the 
agrochemical sector. We 
advocate for policy reforms 
that promote R&D for greater 
innovation and incentives 
to improve the quality of agri 
inputs. These reforms could 
help address challenges such 
as the high costs of air and 
water pollution treatment 
that impact the industry, 
increasing the overall pro-
duction cost of low-value 
items. Addressing these chal-
lenges could enhance the 
availability, affordability, and 
accessibility of agrochemicals 
for many farmers.

Piyush Goyal visits Laos to review 
India-ASEAN trade pact talks' progress 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
 NEW DELHI, 20SEPTEMBER 

 
 Union Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Piyush Goyal 
is visiting Vientiane, Lao Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic 
(Laos) on 20-21 September.  

 As per the information 
shared by the Commerce 
Ministry, Goyal will participate 
in the 21st ASEAN-India Eco-
nomic Ministers (AEM-India) 
meeting and the 12th East 
Asia Summit Economic Min-
isters Meeting (EAS EMM).  

 These annual meetings 
of ASEAN with their dialogue 
partners are being hosted 
this year by Lao PDR, the 
ASEAN Chair for 2024.  

 Minister Goyal will have 
a number of bilateral meetings 
with his counterparts from 
participating countries on 
the sidelines of two institu-
tional meetings.   

Meetings have been sched-
uled with the Minister of 
host country Lao PDR and 
visiting Ministers from Korea, 
Malaysia, Switzerland and 
Myanmar.  

 Minister Piyush Goyal 
will also meet ASEAN Secre-
tary General and President 
of ERIA, a premier research 
institute for Asia and Pacific.  

 Further, he will also have 
an interaction with the Indian 
diaspora in Lao PDR and will 
also meet a visiting industry 

delegation from India as well 
as ASEAN. 

 In the AEM-India meeting, 
the ministers will review the 
progress in negotiations for 
review of ASEAN-India Trade 
in Goods Agreement (AITI-
GA). 

 The review of AITIGA is 
high on our priority to make 
it more user friendly, simple 
and trade facilitative for busi-
nesses.  

 In EAS EMM, the Ministers 
will deliberate on regional 
and global economic devel-
opments. Notably, India is 
the founding member of East 
Asia Summit Forum which 
is completing its two decades 
next year. 

 EAS EMM witnesses par-
ticipation by Economic Min-

isters of 10 ASEAN countries 
and 8 other EAS partners viz. 
India, USA, Russia, China, 
Japan, Korea, Australia and 
New Zealand.  

 It is to be noted that India 
joined ASEAN in 1992 and 
became its Comprehensive 
Strategic Partner in 2022.  

 The next round of talks 
for the ongoing review meet-
ing of the India-Asean free 
trade agreement in goods 
will be held in November.  

The third round of the 
negotiations was concluded 
on August 1 in Jakarta, Indone-
sia.  

 India's exports to the 10-
nation bloc ASEAN were 
$41.2 billion in 2023-24, while 
imports aggregated at $80 
billion in the last fiscal.

MP govt receives business proposals 
worth around `20 thousand crores 
from investors of Bengal

NISHAT NIZAMI 
KOLKATA, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
In a major boost to the econ-
omy of Madhya Pradesh, the 
central Indian state received 
business proposals worth 
around 20 thousand crores 
from investors of Bengal at a 
business summit held in 
Kolkata today. The proposals 
from the industry giants were 
made during  a program  which 
was a precursor to the biennial 
flagship event, ‘Invest Madhya 
Pradesh - Global Investors 
Summit’ scheduled for Feb-
ruary 2025 in Bhopal. The 
event, which was the fourth 
such business session by the 
MP government, was headed 
by chief minister of Madhya 
Pradesh, Mohan Yadav, who 
showcased the ‘safe and easy 
environment’ for trade to the 
industrialists. 

Speaking during the event, 
Mr Yadav underlined the sim-
ilarities between West Bengal 
and said, “Kolkata and Madhya 
Pradesh share many similar-

ities in terms of culture and 
heritage. Kolkata is a land of 
rich heritage and is home to 
pioneers such as Ramakrishna 
Paramahamsa and Swami 
Vivekananda, who guided 
humanity towards light and 
hope in the darkest of times.” 

The CM also reiterated the 
crucial role of state govern-
ments in establishing trade 
and said, “The government 
should stand shoulder to 
shoulder with entrepreneurs, 
actively inviting investments 
and progress. Indians possess 
the reasoning, intellect and 
logic needed for success. To 
foster this potential, the Gov-
ernment must provide com-
prehensive support and pro-
tection to help businesses 
thrive. 

As informed by the chief 
minister of the ‘Tiger State’ 
of India, today’s summit 
received a positive response 
from the industrialists of 
West Bengal. An investment 
proposal of about 20 thousand 
crores creating employment 

opportunities for around 10 
thousand people in Madhya 
Pradesh was received at the 
roadshow event in Kolkata 
today. The proposals also 
included business plans from 
16 business houses of West 
Bengal from major industries 
across various sectors, includ-
ing food processing, chem-
icals, cement, steel, plastics 
and renewable energy. One 
of the major business pro-
posals from among the 
investors of West Bengal is 
said to have been kept forward 
by Himadri Chemicals which 
has presented plans of invest-
ing rupees 5425 crores gen-
erating employment for about 
2000 people. Another sig-
nificant proposal was given 
by Shyam Metallics And 
Energy that has showcased 
investment plans worth 5040 
crores also mulling over 
employment for 2000 peo-
ple. 

 Today’s business summit 
in Kolkata witnessed a turnout 
of over 700 participants with 
10 international diplomatic 
missions from countries 
including Germany, Russia, 
Canada, Spain, Greece, El 
Salvador, Bangladesh, Mal-
dives and Guatemala.  Rep-
resentatives from leading 
industrial organizations such 
as NASSCOM, Apparel Export 
Promotion Council (AEPC), 
Bengal Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (BCCI), 
Indian Indian Chambers of 
Commerce (ICC) and Engi-
neering Export Promotion 
Council of India (EEPC) also 
attended the session. 

During the summit, 
investors of Bengal demanded 
direct flight from Kolkata to 
Bhopal.
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Israel launches intensive airstrikes 
on Hezbollah sites in Lebanon
The Israeli military said the Air Force had struck ‘100 rocket launchers, consisting of approximately 1,000 barrels’

AGENCIES 
BEIRUT, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 

I
sraeli warplanes have 
launched about 60 
airstrikes on Hezbollah 
strongholds in southern 

and eastern Lebanon, accord-
ing to Lebanese military 
sources, in the heaviest such 
attack since hostilities began 
last October. 

The sources, who spoke 
anonymously, said that "the 
planes on Thursday dropped 
about 150 air-to-ground mis-
siles", adding that the casualties 
and damage caused by the 
intensive raids, "the most vio-
lent since October 8", are not 
yet known, Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

The Israeli military said 
the Air Force had struck "100 
rocket launchers, consisting 
of approximately 1,000 barrels". 
that had been set to fire 
towards Israel. 

On Friday, Israel also hit 
a Beirut suburb with an 
airstrike not long after Hezbol-

lah pounded northern Israel 
with 140 rockets following a 
vow by the militant group’s 
leader Hassan Nasrallah to 
retaliate against Israel for a 
mass bombing attack 

Beirut-based Al-Mayadeen 
TV reported that a drone 
fired several missiles on the 
heavily-populated area known 
as Dahiyeh. 

The strike came after 
Hezbollah pounded Israel 
with 140 rockets, which the 
Israeli military said came in 
three waves targeting sites 
along the ravaged border 
with Lebanon. 

Hezbollah said that its 
attacks had targeted several 
sites along the border with 
Katyusha rockets, including 
multiple air defense bases 
as well as the headquarters 
of an Israeli armoured brigade 
they said they’d struck for 
the first time. 

The UNIFIL peacekeeping 
force in south Lebanon said 
on Friday morning that the 
previous 12 hours had seen 

"a heavy intensification of 
the hostilities" across the 
Lebanese-Israeli border and 
in its area of operations. 

"We are concerned at the 
increased escalation across 
the Blue Line and urge all 
actors to immediately de-
escalate", UNIFIL spokesper-
son Andrea Tenenti told Reuters 

news agency, referring to the 
line that delineates the border 
between Lebanon and Israel. 

Israeli airstrikes on Friday 
hit at least three villages in 
south Lebanon, according to 
security sources in Lebanon 
and Hezbollah's al-Manar 
television, which broadcast 
footage of a cloud of smoke 

rising from one of the attacks. 
Security sources in Lebanon 

said four people were wounded 
in Israel's intensive bombard-
ment on Thursday. It was not 
immediately clear if they were 
Hezbollah members. 

The exchange of fire 
occurred after two consecutive 
days of deadly explosions of 
pagers and communication 
devices across Lebanon 
allegedly carried out by Israel, 
which resulted in at least 37 
fatalities and 2,931 injuries. 

These developments 
marked the latest escalation 
of ongoing conflict on the 
Israel-Lebanon border that 
began on October 8, 2023, 
when Hezbollah launched 
rockets at Israel in solidarity 
with Hamas in the Gaza Strip, 
prompting Israel's retaliatory 
artillery fire and airstrikes 
into southeastern Lebanon. 
The conflict has already caused 
heavy casualties and displaced 
tens of thousands on both 
sides. 

The United States on Thurs-

day warned all parties in the 
Middle East against escalation, 
saying Washington's priority 
is to find a diplomatic solution. 
"We will continue to stand 
by Israel's right to defend 
itself, but we don't want to 
see any party escalate this 
conflict, period," State Depart-
ment spokesperson Matthew 
Miller told a news briefing. 

In a TV address on Thurs-
day, Hezbollah leader Sayyed 
Hassan Nasrallah said the 
device explosions on Tuesday 
and Wednesday "crossed all 
red lines" and vowed to punish 
Israel. Israel has not directly 
commented on the pager and 
radio detonations, which secu-
rity sources say were probably 
carried out by its Mossad spy 
agency. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yoav Gallant said late on 
Thursday that Israel will keep 
up military action against 
Hezbollah. 

Israel has said its goal is to 
ensure the safe return of 
Israelis to northern Israel. 

AGENCIES 
KYIV, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
The European Union pledged 
on Friday to lend Ukraine up 
to 35 billion euros ($39 billion) 
as part of a loan package 
organized by the Group of 
Seven major industrial nations, 
as it seeks to help the country 
repair and reconnect its war-
shattered power grid. 

“You will decide how best 
to use your funds,” European 
Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen told President 
Vlodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv. 
The Ukrainian leader said 
that his priorities are to rebuild 
the energy network, build 
more bomb shelters, improve 
schools and buy more 
weapons. 

G7 leaders agreed in June 
to engineer a $50 billion loan 

to help Ukraine in its fight for 
survival. Interest earned on 
profits from Russia’s frozen 
central bank assets would be 
used as collateral, but progress 
has been slow in distributing 
the money. 

Von der Leyen arrived in 
Ukraine on Friday focused 
on helping the country to 
restore its electricity grid and 
boost its heating capacity as 
winter approaches. 

Around half of Ukraine’s 
energy infrastructure has been 
destroyed during the war with 
Russia, and rolling electricity 
blackouts leave parts of the 
east in darkness for four hours 
at a time. Von der Leyden 
said it was the equivalent of 
all of Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia losing electricity. 

Meanwhile, winter is 
approaching. 

“Heating season starts in 
two weeks and Russia’s relent-
less attacks on Ukraine’s 
civilian energy infrastructure 
aims to inflict maximum dam-
age,” von der Leyen said as 
she arrived in Kyiv for talks 
with Zelenskyy. “We will help 
Ukraine in its brave efforts to 
overcome this.” 

Dutch police seek witnesses to Rotterdam stabbing 
that left 1 dead and another seriously wounded
AGENCIES 
THE HAGUE, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Dutch police appealed for 
witnesses Friday as they inves-
tigated a stabbing in which 
one man was killed and anoth-
er seriously wounded in the 
port city of Rotterdam. 

A suspect was arrested 
after being overpowered 
Thursday night by members 
of the public and police. 
There was no immediate 
word on the motive for the 
attack, but police said Thurs-
day night that witnesses 
reported the attacker shouting 
“Allahu akbar,” the Arabic 
phrase meaning God is great. 

“It’s part of the investi-
gation,” police spokesman 

Wessel Stolle said Wednesday 
night. 

A 32-year-old man from 
Rotterdam was killed and a 
33-year-old man from Switzer-
land was seriously wounded 
in the stabbing near the land-
mark Erasmus Bridge, police 
said in a statement. The sus-
pect is a 22-year-old man 
from the central Dutch city 
of Amersfoort who reportedly 
attacked his victims with two 
large knives. 

Police didn’t release the 
identities of the suspect or 
the victims of the stabbing, 
in line with Dutch privacy 
guidelines. 

A sports instructor, Reniël 
Renato David Litecia, said 
that he hit the attacker with 

two sticks after seeing him 
attack somebody and man-
aged to take the knives and 
throw them away. 

He said he initially thought 
it was a fight, “but when I 

started running in that direc-
tion I saw that it wasn’t a 
fight. It was a man with two 
long knives who was stabbing 
another young guy and when 
I started shouting he turned 

around and started approach-
ing everyone who was around 
him.” 

Another police spokesper-
son, Kristel Arntz, said the 
assailant is believed to have 
attacked one person in an 
underground parking lot and 
then a second victim near a 
busy terrace near one end of 
the bridge that spans the 
New Maas river, which runs 
through Rotterdam. 

Arntz also said that it was 
too early in the investigation 
to establish a motive. 

“We have arrested a sus-
pect, we are going to question 
him. We will look at all the 
witness statements and then 
we will look at what the pos-
sible motive was,” she said. 

Russia ready to defend Arctic 
 interests amid NATO drills: FM Lavrov
AGENCIES 
MOSCOW, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Russia is prepared to defend 
its interests in the Arctic, even 
through military means, as 
NATO increases its military 
exercises in the region, Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov was 
quoted by Russian news agen-
cies as saying.  

"We observe how NATO 
is escalating exercises related 
to potential crises in the Arctic. 
Our country is fully prepared 
to defend its interests on mil-
itary, political, and military-
technical fronts," Lavrov told 
an interview for the docu-
mentary series 'Soviet Break-
through,' Xinhua news agency 
reported. 

Lavrov's comments come 

amid heightened tensions in 
the Arctic, where NATO has 
been ramping up its pres-
ence. 

In July, the US Department 
of Defence released an updated 
version of its Arctic Strategy, 
outlining plans for joint military 
exercises with its allies to 
demonstrate combat readiness 
and operational compatibility. 
The strategy also highlights 
intentions to work with part-
ners, local industries, and 
Alaska's native tribes to 

"strengthen integrated deter-
rence and increase shared 
security" in the region. 

According to the Pentagon's 
strategy, the US and its allies 
plan to introduce more than 
250 modern multi-role combat 
aircraft that could be deployed 
for Arctic operations by the 
2030s. 

Earlier this month, Nikolai 
Patrushev, an aide to the Russ-
ian president and chair of the 
Maritime Collegium, said that 
the US and its allies are inten-
sifying pressure around Russia's 
borders, constantly testing its 
Defence capabilities. Patrushev 
accused the US side of pursuing 
militarisation in the Arctic, 
seeking to hinder Russian 
economic activities in the 
northern regions.

Trump vows to be ‘best friend’ to Jewish Americans, 
as allegations of ally’s antisemitism surface
AGENCIES 
WASHINGTON , 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Former President Donald 
Trump on Thursday decried 
antisemitism hours after an 
explosive CNN report detailed 
how one of his allies running 
for North Carolina governor 
made a series of racial and 
sexual comments on a website 
where he also referred to 
himself as a “black NAZI.” 

North Carolina Lt. Gov. 
Mark Robinson vowed to 
remain in the race despite the 
report, and the Trump cam-

paign appeared to be distancing 
itself from the candidate while 
still calling the battleground 
state a vital part to winning 
back the White House. Trump 
has frequently voiced his sup-
port for Robinson, who has 
been considered a rising star 
in his party despite a history 
of inflammatory remarks about 
race and abortion. 

Trump did not comment 
on the allegations during his 
Thursday addresses to a group 
of Jewish donors and to the 
Israeli-American Council in 
Washington. His campaign 

issued a statement about the 
CNN story that did not mention 
Robinson, saying instead that 
Trump “is focused on winning 
the White House and saving 
this country” and that North 
Carolina was a “vital part of 
that plan.” 

Robinson’s reported 

remarks — including a 2012 
comment in which he said he 
preferred Adolf Hitler to the 
leadership in Washington — 
clashed with Trump’s denun-
ciations of antisemitism in 
Washington and his claim that 
Vice President Kamala Harris, 
the Democratic nominee, sym-
pathized with enemies of Israel. 
The story also could threaten 
Trump’s chances of winning 
North Carolina, a key battle-
ground state, with Robinson 
already running well behind 
his Democratic opponent in 
public polls. 

Kamala Harris steps up outreach to 
Mormon voters in battleground Arizona
AGENCIES 
PHOENIX , 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Vice President Kamala Harris 
is stepping up her efforts to 
win over voters who belong 
to the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, enlisting 
prominent members of the 
faith to make the case in 
pivotal Arizona that Donald 
Trump does not align with 
the church’s values. 

Her state campaign 
announced on Thursday an 

advisory committee to for-
malize the outreach to current 
and former members of the 
church, widely known as 
the Mormon church. 

With nearly 450,000 
church members in Arizona, 
about 6% of the state’s pop-
ulation, Latter-day Saints 
and former church members 
could prove critical in what 
will likely be an extremely 
close race. 

Latter-day Saints have 
traditionally voted Repub-

lican and are likely to remain 
part of the GOP coalition. 
Clustered in solidly Repub-
lican states, they have long 
been a major force in GOP 
primaries and local politics 
across the West, but they 
have not held much sway 
in national elections. In 2020, 
about 7 in 10 Mormon voters 
nationally supported Trump, 
according to AP VoteCast, 
while about one-quarter 
backed Democrat Joe Biden. 

Core to Harris’ strategy 

is preventing Trump from 
running up big margins with 
demographic groups that 
favor him. While she is unlike-
ly to win anything close to a 
majority of Latter-day Saints, 
picking up a small share of 
their votes would make a 
big difference in a state with 
a recent history of tight elec-
tions. Biden won by just 
under 10,500 votes in 2020. 
Democratic Attorney General 
Kris Mayes won by just 280 
in 2022. 

EU pledges to loan Ukraine up 
to $39 billion to help rebuild its 
economy and power grid
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OCHA said so far, the agency has assisted more than 5 million people, including 1.2 million in the western Darfur regions
AGENCIES 
UNITED NATIONS, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 

T
he lethal combina-
tion of hunger, dis-
placement and dis-
ease outbreaks in 

Sudan is creating "a perfect 
storm" for a catastrophic 
loss of lives, UN humanitar-
ians warned.  

The UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs (OCHA) said it 
sounded the alarm about a 
devastating cost to human 
life if the international com-
munity fails to act by providing 
aid funding, Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

"To fight hunger in the 
country, the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) is rushing to 
reach people in the grip of 
famine," OCHA said. 

However, the office said 
that without consistent 
humanitarian access, it will 
be impossible to meet growing 
needs. 

OCHA said WFP is working 
around the clock to reach 
8.4 million people by the 
end of the year. So far, the 
agency has assisted more
than 5 million people, includ-
ing 1.2 million in the western 
Darfur region. 

The UN Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) reports moving 
life-saving nutrition supplies 
to treat 215,000 severely mal-
nourished children in Sudan. 
The agency and its partners 
also provided 6.6 million 
children and their families 
with safe drinking water this 

year, when disease outbreaks 
-- including cholera -- are 
worsening. 

UNICEF said children 
account for about half of the 
more than 10 million people 
who have fled their homes 
since the conflict in Sudan 
erupted last year. 

The UN Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR) reports that 2 mil-
lion of the displaced crossed 
into neighbouring countries, 
where it is delivering urgent 
support. 

UNHCR said it is working 
to provide critical protection 
services and life-saving assis-

tance, including psychosocial 
support for survivors of gen-
der-based violence, child 
protection, and helping move 
the vast numbers of new 
arrivals away from border 
areas to safer locations in 
the countries of asylum. 

"Unfortunately, these 

efforts are severely hampered 
by the lack of funding, as 
well as flooding and insecu-
rity," OCHA said. "Eighty-
six partners are mobilised 
to provide support through 
this year's $1.5 billion plan 
to support the regional refugee 
response in seven neigh-
bouring countries, but the 
appeal is less than a quarter 
funded, with only $347 million 
received." 

The office said that in 
addition to humanitarian 
aid, development investments 
are significant in neighbouring 
countries, which are already 
stretched, and crucial to sup-
porting host communities. 

Meanwhile, the response 
inside Sudan is less than half 
funded, with the 2024 appeal 
receiving just $1.3 billion of 
the 2.7 billion needed to 
reach 14.7 million people in 
the country through the end 
of the year. 

Next Wednesday, OCHA 
said, the agency and UNHCR 
plan to host a meeting of 
representatives of the world 
body and UN member coun-
tries on the sidelines of the 
General Assembly's annual 
VIP-rich General Debate to 
discuss the spiralling crisis 
in the Sudan region. 

AGENCIES 
CULIACAN, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Mexican President Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador 
blamed the United States in 
part on Thursday for the 
surge in cartel violence ter-
rorizing the northern state 
of Sinaloa which has left at 
least 30 people dead in the 
past week. 

Two warring factions of 
the Sinaloa cartel have clashed 
in the state capital of Culiacan 
in what appears to be a fight 
for power since two of its 
leaders were arrested in the 
United States in late July. 
Teams of gunmen have shot 
at each other and the security 
forces. 

Meanwhile, dead bodies 
continued to pop up around 
the city. On one busy street 
corner, cars drove by pools 
of the blood leading to a 
body in a car mechanic shop, 
while heavily armed police 
in black masks loaded up 
another body stretched out 

on a side street of the Sinaloan 
city. 

Asked at his morning brief-
ing if the U.S. government 
was “jointly responsible” for 
this violence in Sinaloa, the 
president said, “Yes, of course 
... for having carried out this 
operation.” 

The recent surge in cartel 
warfare had been expected 
after Joaquín Guzmán López, 
a son of former Sinaloa cartel 
leader Joaquín “El Chapo” 
Guzmán, landed near El Paso, 
Texas on July 25 in a small 
plane with Ismael “El Mayo” 
Zambada. 

Zambada was the cartel’s 
elder figure and reclusive 
leader. After his arrest, he 
said in a letter circulated by 
his lawyer that he had been 
abducted by the younger 
Guzmán and taken to the 
U.S. against his will. 

On Thursday afternoon, 
another military operation 
covered the north of Culiacan 
with military and circling 
helicopters.

Mexican president blames the 
USA for bloodshed in Sinaloa 
as cartel violence surges

‘Perfect storm’ looms for catastrophic 
loss of life in Sudan: United Nations

TENDER
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Maps unfolded — A unique show around cartography

MEENA BANERJEE  

A
s is the reverential ritual of 
Sree Satyananda Devayatan, 
the heavenly haven of music 
of all genres, the holy birthday 

of the Divine Maa Archana Puri (23 
July) was celebrated in the Devayatan 
Hall. Spread over five days, it included 
a few heartwarming puja and homa 
sessions, along with nostalgic discourses 
and cultural evenings as offerings to 
literature-performing arts-loving Maa, 
an amazingly versatile genius groomed 
by Sree Satyananda Dev. Frankly, the 
cultural events reminded me of a Bengali 
proverb: Ganga-jale Ganga-puja. All 
the items presented in the form of elo-
cution of poems, musical drama, dance 
drama, or multihued devotional songs 
were penned and tuned by the Saraswati 
Incarnate, and she has left a rich legacy 
of embracing all artists of every genre. 
Like Sree Thakur, she knew that the 
seeds of refined classical arts, if sown 
early in a child’s psyche, can never reap 
a criminal. Conversely, it has the power 
of transforming the devil into a divine 
soul. The Devayatan, therefore, cannot 
do without music on a daily basis—
what to say of any special occasion like 
the beacon’s holy birthday!  

Well-known classical vocalists Anirban 
Das and Diptam Sinha, worthy disciples 
of Vidushi Mandira Lahiri, are very 
good trainers as well and have formed 
a group of dedicated singers. Dexterously 
led by them and tabla virtuoso Pran 
Gopal Bandopadhyay, the group sang 
quite a few compositions of Maa, essen-
tially based on the rainy season, with 
superb coordination, emotion, and 
perfect execution of finer nuances. For 
any group presentation, this is a tall 
order and needs a lot of practice sessions. 
The commitment of the duo was apparent 
and highly commendable.  

 
WELCOME MONSOON  

 
The second edition of Sawan Smaroh, 

jointly presented by Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan and Delhi-based eminent tabla 
maestro Durjay Bhowmik-led NADD 
Foundation, was held at Satyajit Ray 
auditorium (1-3 August). Intriguingly, 
every evening featured one eminent 
local artist and another from some 
other state. 

Kirana Gharana’s dwindling Northern 
stream looks up to its most thriving 
Dharwad stream. Pandit Vinayak Torvi 
has contributed a lot by grooming 
several exponents of this stream. Dhanan-
jay Hegde, his worthy disciple, opened 
the second evening with Miyan Malhar, 
an inevitably chosen monsoon raga. 
The aochar was a little shaky, but ‘Karim 
naam tero’ set to slow ektal and sensitively 
supported by Durjay Bhowmik’s unob-

trusive tabla and Kamalaksha Mukherjee’s 
harmonium, was very steady. The badhat 
plunged down to the lower octave. 
Introspective moods had surprise ele-
ments in the shape of short and sharp 
phrases. Silsila of notes maintained 
with all ensuing etiquette. The aesthetic 
tension before touching the upper tonic 
was enjoyable. Antara followed soon, 
and increased tempo facilitated different 
designs of sargam and gamak taans 
and led to a madhyalaya bandish beau-
tifully painting the monsoon and 
opened a barrage of taans that 
continued with commendable 
neat grain in ‘Mohammad 
Shah rangeele set to very 
fast ektal. Hegde etched 
his next raga, Kedar, 
in no time. The 
treatment of the 
bandish had a 
fleeting touch of 
Agra, but the 
asymmetric 
taans were very 
much Kirana. 
One relished 
the play with 
the mukhda of 
the rich literary 
lyrics of an ektal 
Bandish, fol-
lowed by sharp, 
neat taans.  

Renowned sitarist 
Ashim Chowdhury 
with tabla maestro Pari-
mal Chakraborty decided 
to play a mood of Raga Desh. 
Lighter nuances paved the way 
for a longish alap. When Pancham 
arrived, he played phrases covering one 
octave on one fret by pulling the string 
with very effective meend. His technically 
brilliant sitar mostly whispered sweet 
nothings in slow teens. There was no 
silsila, no format of gatkari. It was some-
what a mixture of dhun and gatkari. 
Suddenly cascading taans arrived with 
powerful bol and thonk phrases. The 
jati-based tabla solo round was superb. 
A well-known teental gat-bandish show-
cased powerful taans, enjoyed by the 
tabla. 

The first day commenced with the 
recital of vocalist Shobha Chaudhary 
from Indore. In the second half, Shiraz 
Ali Khan, the great grandson of Baba 
Allauddin Khan, the founder of Maihar 
Gharana, showed his mettle while por-
traying Raga Desh Malhar on his tuneful 
sarod. His gharana’s favorite Zilla Kafi 
was also very pleasing, with an equally 
enjoyable accompanying tabla of Pandit 
Ramdas Palsule of Pune. The artistes of 
the final day were celebrated Carnatic 
violinist Mysore Manjunath with son 
Sumantha and accompanists Durjay 
Bhowmik with Somnath Roy on the 

tabla and ghatam, 
respectively. The grand 
finale was scripted by vocal-
ist Pandit Sandipan Samajpati, 
ably assisted by tabla maestro 
Parimal Chakraborty and harmo-
nium wizard Hiranmay Mitra.  

 
MALHAR UTSAV 

 
The Ramakrishna Institute of Culture 

celebrated Malhar Utsav by featuring 
vocal and instrumental duets on 3 
August at Vivekananda Hall. Swami 
Supurnananda blessed all by reiterating 
that music is the best Sadhana. It helps 
self-realisation. 

The pre-requisites of a fair and actual 
jugalbandi were fulfilled by Anol Chatterjee 
and Brajeshwar Mukherjee because: a) 
Both are vocalists; b) both learned from 
the same Guru, Ajoy Chakrabarty; and 
c) Both have earned almost the same 
amount of experience in singing and 
teaching under their learned Guru’s 
supervision. 

The duo opened raga Megh with an 

exqui-
site 

keyphrase-led aochar that had a lot of 
Agra elements and closed with the dhru-
padi mantra Om Hari Ananta Narayana. 
Gourab Chatterjee, a trained vocalist 
belonging to Agra gharana, merrily 
added frills through his singing reeds. 
It re-confirmed Indore-Kirana gharana’s 
visionary torchbearer Pandit Amarnath’s 
prediction on his first visit to Sangeet 
Research Academy in the early 1980s: 
‘SRA is going to become the hub of syn-
thetic gayaki very soon.’ However, the 
superb aesthetic sense of the limits of 
poetic liberty made their rendition, 
replete with all the components of 
khayal gayaki in slow ektal, Madhya 
teental, and very fast ektal, highly com-
mendable. They could do even better 
by restraining the extra-fast speed of 

their vowel taans, which slipped off 
occasionally. Tabla maestro Tanmay 

Bose affectionately allowed them 
to enjoy their music making by 

adding zing. 
Usually Patiala ‘thumri’ 

turns out to be a dadra set to 
fast jat, dadra, or chanchar, 
but the Majh-khamaj thumri 
rendered by the duo was in 
jat and followed the leisurely 
mizaj of Purab Anga Gayaki 
with excellent bol banav 
having complete sentences. 
Harmonium was in elements 
during this phase. The laggi 

fell short of expectations. 
The other duet was between 

eminent flautist Ronu Majum-
dar and Sarod maestro Debojyoti 

Bose. As expected, the alap in 
Myan Malhar went flat despite the 

high-pitched flute. In comparison, 
jod-jhala, dominated by Majumdar, 

was better. The rupak gatkari started 
with a beautiful piece on the Tabla of 
Ojas Adhia. All three engaged themselves 
in different laya-chhandakari and headed 
for high-speed jhala, an obsession with 
today’s world.  

MORNING GOES SOLO 
 
Sangeet Ashram organised a morning 

concert featuring Indore-based vocalist 
and organiser Shobha Chaudhary at 
Bharatiya Bhasha Parishad on 4 August, 
Sunday. Trained by several gurus, 
Pandit Vamanrao Rajurkar, Pandit CR 
Vyas and Vidushi Girija Devi, she has 
assimilated different nuances of 
melody-making in her style. Her first 
choice was Gaud Malhar, a meandering 
melody that demands a medium to 
fast pace to portray the raga with 
clarity. But due to longer and slower 
movement of notes, the auchar 
remained foggy. The traditional bandish 
‘Kahe ho’ cleared the fog, and raagroop 
came out in its full glory. She did raga 
elaboration in aakar, eschewing the 
lyrics-based vistar; offered only gamak 
taans in barabar ki laya; and treated 
a bandish set to drut ada chautal the 
same way. She was definitely more 
comfortable while singing kajaris, 
jhoola, and dadra in the reassuring 
company of Ashoke Mukherjee and 
Pradip Palit. 

 
The writer is as senior music critic  

SUROOPA CHATTERJEE 

In a world revolving around digital 
definitions and designs, our eyes 
accustomed to scanning the 
screens have easy access to infor-

mation, making old world tools and 
skills recede back from our routines 
and memories. 

It was a novel moment when the 
show “Maps Unfolded” opened in 
Hyderabad on 13 September 2024. 
Prshant Lahoti, a vintage map collector 
and co-founder of Kalakriti Gallery, 
curated the innovative exhibition, 
having collaborated with Delhi-based 
artist architect Ankon Mitra, who had 
coined the term ‘oritecture’ earlier. 
The artist, who is a trained architect 
and practices as a landscape designer, 
has been enthralling art lovers for a 
while, fusing origami and architecture 
in a unique way through his sculptural 
art. 

The show was envisaged to celebrate 
maps by highlighting their value and 
exposing the layers they hold, bringing 
back their romance and significance 
that remain within their layers that 
are often concealed and also revealed. 

The stunning, aesthetic, and intrigu-
ing ensemble of art, architecture, 
geometry, history, philosophy, and 
old-fashioned cartography is on 
display, breaking the monotony of 
maps being viewed for academic or 
scholarly viewing. By its unique pres-
entation, it effectively got maps and 
the art of paper folding into conver-
sations and dialogue, and by their 
diverse forms, it metamorphosed 
across the gallery spaces. 

The maps folded, contorted, and 
put on display were sourced from 
external agencies and also from the 
gallery’s own archives, creating fas-
cinating realms that caught one’s 

imagination. 
Beautiful and descriptive globes 

on show served to remind us that 

maps commonly viewed in a flat 2D 
flat format are less engaging, but 
when presented in a spherical globe, 
they lift up with a 3D immersive 
effect. 

Historical and contemporary maps 
of India’s intricate rail and road net-
works shaped like gigantic roots and 
branches caught mid-air were placed 
inside a mirrored room that reflected 
the works, causing a multiplied effect 
signifying the meaning of endless 
and infinite, making it immersive for 
the art lovers. 

Paper-cutting techniques from 
Poland, Ukraine, and Belarus came 
alive in vibrant flowers that reflected 
the interconnectedness of humanity 
across cultures. Religious and pil-
grimage maps from Kalakriti Archives 
were pleated to create vessels and 
urns touching on the spirituality and 
routes of pilgrimage by the arrangement 
and connectedness of maps in a com-
mon fold. 

Illustrated maps of the constellations 
in a white and blue milky way also 
showed myriad faces of moons when 
viewed from the other side. Colonial 
maps of urban areas and cities from 
the gallery’s archive stood transformed 
as a collection of lighting design 
objects. 

A pop-up series of much-sought-
after heritage architecture of Hyderabad 
made from old tourist maps placed 
on golden fabric appeared eye-catching. 
They included well-known heritage 
spots like Golkonda Fort, Falaknuma 
Palace, the Spanish Mosque, and 
other prominent buildings. 

Many other shapes and forms 
based on paper folding techniques 
of Japan, like origami and kirigami, 
allowed interesting interplay of shadow 
and light. The one-of-a-kind show is 
open to all till 5th October and seems 
to serve to demystify the romance 
and magic of maps and bring greater 
understanding of the science, craft, 
and skill behind paper folding and 
concepts of spaces and dimensions. 

 
The writer is an independent contributor

Cannes title All We 
Imagine As Light is a 
poignant tale of loneliness

GAUTAMAN BHASKARAN 

P
ayal Kapadia's Malayalam lan-
guage movie, All We Imagine 
As Light, has bright prospects 
of being nominated by India 

for the coming Oscars. Though it was 
shortlisted by France (as it has a French 
producer) the film did not make the 
cut. But, well, it still has a chance as 
an Indian contender for the 2025 Acad-
emy Awards.  

The first work from India in 30 
years to play at the Cannes Film Festival 
Competition last May, it is Kapadia's 
labour of love. Almost poetic in the 
way Kapadia has treated the movie, it 
talks about the lives of two nurses 
who work and live in Mumbai. Prabha 
(Kani Kusruti) is hardworking, and in 
one of the first scenes we see her in a 
suburban train. She stands at the door 
enjoying the cool evening breeze, 
hoping that it would help her tired 
eyes.  

She works in a shabby hospital, 
and although dumped with complicated 
cases, she is caring and considerate: 
A modern-day Florence Nightingale, 
I would think. Her life is tragic. Her 
young husband left for Germany soon 
after marriage to try and find work, 
but never returned. His frequent mails 
stopped coming after a while. Maybe 
he found another life and wife! 

Prabha's only source of comfort 
and consolation is her flatmate, another 
nurse, younger and prettier. She is 
Anu (Divya Prabha), who is in a hush-
hush relationship with a Muslim boy, 
Shiaz (Hridu Haroon). Anu is not the 
best of friends with Prabha. In fact, 
both dislike each other, till Prabha 
begins to play a good samaritan warning 
the younger woman of the consequences 

she could face if she were to carry on 
with Shiaz. A bond begins to form 
between them, and the chasm gets 
narrower.  

As one writer pointed out, the two 
were like the sisters in Jane Austen's 
Sense and Sensibility. Yes, indeed. 
What I found even more charming 
was the dedication of the nurses to 
their profession and patients. Prabha 
makes sure that the hospital linen 
does not get wet in Bombay's downpour 
so that her patients could have a 
change of bedsheets. When a woman 
runs out of contraceptives because 
she just does not have the money for 
them, Anu slips in a few pills for free.  

Mundane events keep the two 
women close to each other. Anu brings 
a pregnant cat home, and Prabha loves 
it. Her husband sends her a pressure 
cooker, and it looks ill suited for their 
kitchen. The two women have a hearty 
laugh. The film, which clinched the 
Grand Prix at Cannes, overflows with 
little anecdotes that are not only rev-
elatory but also charmingly rich, giving 
us an insight into the lives of these 
two nurses.  All We Imagine As Light 
is poignantly romantic. Each frame 
establishes a yearning for love. Love 
for partners, love for better living con-
ditions and so on. The feeling of dis-
placement that the two women feel is 
intense. In a strong surreal way, Kapadia 
underlines the loneliness of those who 
live away from their families.  

All We Imagine As Light now opens 
in Kerala theatres, and one hopes that 
it would soon be screened elsewhere. 
Maybe an OTT platform could give it 
the widest possible reach. 

A work worth watching.  
 

The writer is a senior movie critic and author
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Champions League: Monaco stun 
Barca, Griezmann boosts Atletico
Monaco beat Spansh giants 2-1, Atletico Madrid stages fight back against RB Leipzig 

AGENCIES 
BERGAMO, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
David Raya's brilliant double 
save earned Arsenal a draw 
from a hard-fought contest 
agaiy Atalanta in the Cham-
pions League fixture. 

Marco Carnesecchi kept 
out Bukayo Saka's free-kick 
and Charles De Ketelaere 
fired wide as the teams can-
celled each other out before 
the break. 

After it, Atalanta failed to 
convert a penalty – awarded 
after Thomas Partey had 
brought down Éderson – as 
Raya kept out Mateo Retegui's 
attempt and follow-up header. 
Juan Cuadrado and Gabriel 
Martinelli had chances to 
win it late on but the game 
finished goalless. 

The opening 20 minutes 
saw Arsenal creating some 
good chances. Saka whipped 
it low towards the bottom 
corner but Marco Carnesecchi 
made a good stop and did 
well to prevent Thomas Partey 
from sneaking in the rebound. 

Martinelli fired a half-
chance well over from inside 
the box on 17 minutes, but 
from that point onwards the 
half became an error-strewn 
affair with both teams strug-
gling to keep possession, 
which led to a scarcity of 
chances. 

A Charles de Ketelaere 
attempt that flew over the 
angle of post and bar just 
before the half-hour mark 
was the only other incident 
of note before Clement Turpin 
blew his whistle for the inter-
val. 

However, the second half 
took two minutes to burst 
into life, but not in the way 
Arsenal would have liked 
when Ederson slipped past 
Partey into the box and saw 
his heel clipped by the Ghana 
captain. Turpin pointed to 
the spot and after a lengthy 
VAR check, the decision was 
upheld. Mateo Retegui 
stepped up confidently, but 
while Raya saved his low 
effort, the ball spun back to 
the striker.

Raya double save earns 
Arsenal a point  at Atalanta 

AGENCIES 
MADRID, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Atletico Madrid fought 

back from conceding an early 
goal to RB Leipzig to win 
their opening Champions 
League game of the season.  

Antoine Griezmann was 
once again Atletico's star 
player, with the equalizing 
goal after 27 minutes and 

the assist for Jose Gimenez 
to win the game with a cross 
to the far post for the 
Uruguayan to score with a 
header. 

Leipzig stunned Atletico 
in the opening minutes of 
the match with their direct 
and rapid football and their 
tall striker Benjamin Sesko 
put them ahead after just 
four minutes after Jan Oblak 

saved a shot from Lois Openda 
following a counter-attack 
that Sesko had started, reports 
Xinhua. 

There were some nervous 
moments for Atletico Madrid, 
but Griezmann steadied their 
nerves when he leveled with 
a right-foot shot following a 
ball from Marcos Llorente. 

The second half was an 
even affair, with Llorente 

impressing for Atletico and 
Xavi Simons for Leipzig, but 
Griezmann's late ball to 
Gimenez was decisive. 

FC Barcelona began their 
Champions League campaign 
with a 2-1 defeat away to 
Monaco, playing for over 80 
minutes with 10 men after 
Eric Garcia was sent off just 
nine minutes into the game. 

The defender had every 

right to be angry with goal-
keeper Marc Andre Ter Stegen 
for gifting Monaco a chance 
with a ball from the back, 
which saw Garcia sent off 
for a professional foul. 

Maghnes Akliouche quick-
ly put Monaco ahead with a 
drilled shot from the right of 
the penalty area and although 
Lamine Yamal leveled before 
the half-hour with an excellent 

individual goal, George 
Ilenikhena sealed Monaco's 
win with a low shot 20 minutes 
from time. 

In La Liga, goals from Dani 
Vivian and Inaki Williams 
saw Athletic Bilbao win 2-0 
away from home at Leganes 
to up to fifth, all be it with a 
game more than many of 
their rivals in the top division 
of Spanish football.

T E N D E R
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‘AKASH DEEPWILL STAND AMONG GREAT BOWLERS’  
Former India batter Manoj Tiwary heaped praise on pacer Akash Deep for his impressive bowling 
skills and opined that when the right-arm pacer will perform in overseas conditions, he will be stand-

ing alongside some of the great bowlers.  After an impressive Test debut against England earlier 
this year, Akash retained his spot in the ongoing first Test against Bangladesh in Chennai, 
where he wreaked havoc with his pace and claimed two wickets in the same over on the sec-

ond day. "When Akash Deep came into the senior team from U23, it was clear that he had tal-
ent. He has worked very hard to turn that talent into performance and made all the sacrifices 
needed to achieve something significant. He’s a hardworking and mentally stable player," 
Tiwary said.
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Jay Shah congratulates 
Bumrah on scalping 
400 international wick-
ets: The Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) secretary Jay 
Shah on Friday congrat-
ulated pacer Jasprit 
Bumrah on completing 
400 international wick-
ets during the ongoing 
first Test against 
Bangladesh in Chennai. 
Bumrah returned with 
the figures of 4-50 in his 
11 overs to break the 
back of Bangladesh's 
batting lineup and 
reduce them to 149 in 
their first innings. The 
speedster completed 
the feat with the wicket 
of Hasan Mahmud just 
before the Tea interval. 
He became the 10th 
Indian bowler to reach 
the 400-wicket mile-
stone and the sixth 
pacer to do so after 
Kapil Dev, Javagal Sri-
nath, Zaheer Khan, 
Ishant Sharma and 
Mohammed Shami. With 
the four-fer in Chennai, 
Bumrah's international 
wicket tally is now 401 
from 196 matches, with 
an average of 21.01 and 
best bowling figures of 
6 for 19. In 37 Test 
matches, Bumrah has 
claimed 163 wickets at 
an average of 20.49, 
with his best figures 
being 6-27, including 10 
five-wicket hauls. Bum-
rah has taken 149 ODI 
wickets at an average 
of 23.55, with his best 
figures of 6-19, and has 
two five-wicket hauls in 
the format.

THUMBNAILS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
CHENNAI, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
India’s star all-rounder Ravin-
dra Jadeja isn’t much worried 
to miss out on a well-deserved 
century but the left-arm spin-
ner, currently four wickets 
away from 300 wickets in 
Test cricket, is hopeful of 
breaching that mark when 

Bangladesh returns to bat 
in the fourth innings of the 
first Test at the MA Chi-
dambaram Stadium here.  

Jadeja picked up two wick-
ets in Bangladesh's first 
innings to take his overall 
tally to 296 in the format, 
having compiled a neat 86 
with the bat while adding 
199 runs for the seventh 

wicket with centurion 
Ravichandran Ashwin. 

“I got out today, part and 
parcel. We have to put up a 
good score in the second 
innings. I am very happy 
with my bowling, the way I 
went through today. It's a 
good opportunity to take the 
300th wicket on this ground,” 
said Jadeja at close of play 

on Day 2 of the Test.   
India were in total com-

mand having extended their 
overall lead to 308 runs. The 
hosts were 81 for three when 
the stumps were drawn, after 
bowling out Bangladesh for 
149 in their first innings. 
Jadeja said he was expecting 
the Indian batters to extend 
the lead by atleast 120 runs, 
and set a daunting target for 
the visitors. 

“First we have to bat very 
well, we have to put some-
where around 120-150 from 
hereon. We'll be in a good 
position and then we'll come 
out and bowl and try and 
get them out as early as pos-
sible,” said Jadeja, who is 
very familiar with the pitch 
at the Chepauk, thanks to 
his long stint with Chennai 
Super Kings. 

The day witnessed a record 
17 wickets fall, and Jadeja 
felt that there was definitely 
something in it for the pacers 
but expects all five bowlers 
will be in play.

Bumrah shows his class on tricky pitch

AGENCIES 
CHENNAI, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
Pacer Jasprit Bumrah was 
the most successful Indian 
bowler on the tricky Chepauk 
surface as he returned with 
figures of 4-50 to bowl out 
Bangladesh for 149 in the 

ongoing first Test at MA Chi-
dambaram Stadium here on 
Friday.  

Bumrah revealed he exper-
imented with his deliveries 
as his stock ones were not 
yielding any results on the 
second day of the contest. 
The pacer shared how he set 

up Mushfiqur Rahim's dis-
missal when there was no 
assistance from the pitch. 

“The ball had become a 
little old, there wasn't a lot 
of movement, but there was 
some spongy bounce on the 
wicket. So, I was trying to 
assess my options because 
when I tried to bowl a little 
fuller, there wasn’t much 
deviation. I was just trying 
to think about how I could 
make run-scoring difficult. 
That’s what I focused on, 
and luckily, I got the outside 
edge," Bumrah told JioCinema 
after stumps on Day 2. 

Bumrah also discussed 
the variations he had to intro-
duce due to the conditions. 
“I had no other option because 
when I tried to bowl a length 
ball, the ball wasn’t doing 
anything, and the ball wasn't 
reversing either. So, I had to 
try something because, as a 
bowler, you have to experi-
ment when there's not much 

happening. There was no 
grip on the wicket, so I used 
one of those tactics that I've 
used in domestic cricket as 
well. It worked today, and 
that experience helped me 
out.” 

He went on to share 
insights into his use of bounc-
ers in the match, saying, “In 
Test cricket, I don’t usually 
bowl as many bouncers. Given 
the weather was harsh and 
I’m just getting back into 
Test cricket, I had to make 
adjustments. The ball had 
become wet because of sweat, 
and the seam was also wet. 
So, I had to use different 
options to get a wicket and 
make run-scoring difficult. 
These are things you learn 
as a lower-order batter too.” 

Bumrah then revealed the 
conversations he had with 
captain Rohit Sharma regard-
ing their tactical approach 
to the bowling attack for  
the day.

India tighten grip over 
1st Test on 17-wicket day

TRIDIB BAPARNASH 
CHENNAI, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 

B
efore the start of the 
Test series against 
India, Bangladesh 
head coach Chandi-

ka Hathurusinghe had 
praised at the way his side 
handled certain situations 
during their previous series 
against Pakistan. The same 
outfit, however, failed to 
produce anything significant 
despite dominating the first 
couple of sessions on the 
opening day of the match, 

as India gained firm control
over the first Test and went 
on to close the second day 
in Chennai with a comfort-
able 308-run lead with seven
wickets intact. 

Shubman Gill (33 not 
out) and Rishabh Pant (12 
out out) carried India to 
81/3 after the home side 
opted to bat a second time 
on a day where 17 wickets 
fell at the MA Chidambaram 
Stadium here. Jasprit Bum-
rah’s four-wicket haul led 
a clinical bowling perform-
ance from India as they 

bowled Bangladesh out for 
only 149 after folding for 
376 earlier in the day. 

The pace trio of Bumrah, 
Mohammed Siraj and Akash 
Deep shared eight wickets 
between them while Ravin-
dra Jadeja took the remaining 
two to bundle out the visitors 
in mere 47 overs after 
Bangladesh ended India’s 
first essay with the addition 
of just 37 runs to their 
overnight total earlier in 
the morning session. The 
tourists were rocked by 
Bumrah in the very first 

over when he packed Shad-
man Islam for 2.  

Akash Deep then scalped 
two in consecutive deliveries 
to reduce Bangladesh to 
22/3. T  

Bangladesh skipper Naj-
mul Hossain Shanto (20) 
and Mushfiqur Rahim (8) 
somehow managed to take 
the team to 26/3 at the lunch 
break. But there was no end 
to the misery for the 
Bangladesh camp as the 
Indian seamers continued 
to dictate proceedings in 
the second session with 

Siraj joining the list of wick-
et-takers when he got rid 
of Shanto before Bumrah 
jolted them with the scalp 
of Mushfiqur to reduce the 
visitors to 40 for 5.  

Litton Das (22) and Shakib 
Al Hasan (32) did a bit of 
rebuilding but the partner-
ship was broken by Ravindra 
Jadeja. At the stroke of tea, 
Rohit reintroduced Bumrah, 
who delivered by removing 
Hasan Mahmud to leave 
Bangladesh reeling at 112/8 
at the break. 

The final session saw 
Bumrah and Siraj wrap up 
the Bangladesh tail.  

India began their second 
innings on a sluggish note, 
with Taskin Ahmed getting 
rid of skipper Rohit Sharma 
cheaply before Nahid Rana 
dismissed Yashasvi Jaiswal. 
Virat Kohli was dismised 
by Mehidy Hasan. There-
after, Shubman Gill and 
Pant joined forces to safely 
guide India till the close of 
play. 

Brief Scores: India 376 
(R Ashwin 113, Ravindra 
Jadeja 86, Yashasvi Jaiswal 
56; Hasan Mahmud 5-83, 
Taskin Ahmed 3-55) & 81/3 
(Shubman Gill 33 not out; 
Nahid Rana 1-12) lead 
Bangladesh 149 (Shakib Al 
Hasan 32, Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz 27 not out; Jasprit 
Bumrah 4-50, Ravindra Jade-
ja 2-19, Akash Deep 2-19) 
by 308 runs.

Gill, Pant stretch hosts’ lead to 308 at stumps after Bumrah packs up Bangladesh for 149

Ravindra Jadeja on cusp of 
300th Test wicket at Chepauk 

Kolkata to host World 25K event
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 20 SEPTEMBER 

 
For the first time ever, Kolkata 
will host World 25K, the 
world's first World Athletic 
Gold Label Race for this par-
ticular distance when the 
9th edition of east India’s 
biggest running festival takes 
centre stage on December 
15. 

Labelled as the only World 
Athletics Accredited 25K, the 
world’s richest 25K with prize 
money of USD 142,214 will 
be witness to the best and 
fastest athletes from across 
the world, who would com-
pete alongside India’s elite.  

The World 25K race in 
Kolkata will also feature a 

number of formats for ama-
teur runners in the City of 
Joy. Procam International, 
one of the few promoters in 
the world, has now to its 
credit four Gold label races- 
Mumbai Marathon, Delhi 
Half Marathon, World 10k 
and World 25K Kolkata 2024.  

Expressing his excitement 
for the forthcoming race, 
Vivek Singh, Jt. MD, Procam 
International, said, “The 
World 25K Kolkata, the world’s 
leading 25KM road race, has 
become a stepping stone for 
all long-distance runners. I 
hope, like every year, this 
year too, the World 25K Kolkata 
will be a very competitive 
race, and it will be a huge 
success.”


