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President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. File

TURKEY
‘Willdeepenties
with Eastwhile
still facing West'’

Ankara: President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said on
Wednesday that Turkey
would not stop deepening
ties with the East, includ-
ing the BRICS group of na-
tions and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO), even as it contin-
ued to face West.
Speaking at an event in
Ankara, Erdogan said de-
bates over an "axis shift"
were unfounded, but that
Nato-member Turkey
had to adapt to new cen-
tres of power. “That is the
approach thatlies behind
our country's will to ex-
pand the basis of dialogue
with all of them, from the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation to BRICSand
ASEAN,” Erdogan said.
REUTERS

JAPAN
Chinese carrier
entered border
waters: Govt

Tokyo:A Chinese aircraft
carrier entered Japan's
contiguous waters for the
first time on Wednesday,
Japan's defence ministry
said, the latest in a string
of military manoeuvres
that has ratcheted up ten-
sions between the neigh-
bours. The carrier,accom-
panied by two destroyers,
sailed between Japan's
southern Yonaguni and
[riomote islands, entering
anarea thatextends up to
24 nautical miles fromits
coastline where Japan
can exert some controls
as defined by the United
Nations. Japan's Deputy
Chief Cabinet Secretary
Hiroshi Moriya said
Tokyo had conveyed its
"serious concerns" to
Beijing. REUTERS

THE NETHERLANDS
Govt seeks slow
opt-out fromEU
migration rules

Amsterdam: The
Netherlands' right-wing
government said on
Wednesday it would
seek to opt out from the
European Union's migra-
tionrules if and when the
bloc next renegotiates its
core treaties - even
though this is unlikely to
happen any time soon. In
power since July, the gov-
ernment led by Geert
Wilders' nationalist, anti-
Islam PVV party has said
it wants to clamp down
onunwanted arrivals and
aims for the "strictest-
ever asylum regime",
with stronger border
checks and harsher rules
for arriving asylum-seek-
ers. REUTERS

GALLANT SAYSNEW PHASE NEEDS ‘
‘courage, determination and perseverance’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIRUT, SEPTEMBER 18

WALKIE-TALKIES AND solar
equipment exploded in Beirut
and multiple parts of Lebanon
on Wednesday in an apparent
second wave of attacks targeting
electronic devices a day after
hundreds of pagers used by
Hezbollah blew up, state media
and Hezbollah officials said.

Speaking to Israeli troops on
Wednesday, Israeli Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant said, “We
are at the start of a new phase in
the war — it requires courage,
determination and persever-
ance.” He made no mention of
the explosions of electronic de-
vices but praised the work of
Israel's army and security agen-
cies, saying “the results are very
impressive.”

Hezbollah, which was
thrown briefly into disarray by
the pager attacks, said on
Wednesday it had attacked
Israeli artillery positions with
rockets, the first strike at its arch-
foe since the blasts wounded
thousands of its members in
Lebanon and raised the prospect
of a wider Middle East war.

Iran condemned attacks in
Lebanon on Tuesday and
Wednesday that involved ex-
ploding communications de-
vices, government spokesperson
Fatemeh Mohajerani said in a
post on X Wednesday, offering
help to the wounded.

“The terrorism of the Zionist
regime causes aversion and dis-
gust. Iran strongly condemns
yesterday’s criminal explosion of
communication devices and to-
day's criminal explosion of
walkie-talkies, which resulted in
the death and injury of hundreds
of civilians,” Mohajerani said.

Meanwhile, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken on
Wednesday warned against the
risk of escalation in the Middle
East threatened toderail hislatest
regional diplomacy push. He did
not say who the US believes was
behind the blasts.

IRANCONDEMNS LATESTATTACK ‘
in Lebanon, offers help to those injured

ELECTIONS TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY

LANKA PO11S: CONTENDERS WRAP UP CAMPAIGNING

Sri Lanka’s presidential candidates wrapped up their campaigning on Wednesday, 48 hours before the
election, pledging to fix the island country’s ailing economy that is struggling to recover from a debili-
tating financial crisis. Over 17 million Sri Lankans will vote Saturday; the first election since a severe

shortfall of dollar reserves pushed the country into its worst financial freefall in decades.

Lebanese soldiers gather outside a damaged mobile shop after an explosion, in the port city of Sidon, on Tuesday. AP

Mass pager attack turns spotlight on
Unit 8200, Israel’s cyber warfare group

REUTERS
LONDON, JERUSALEM, SEPT 18

THE MASS pager attack against
Hezbollah in Lebanon has
turned the spotlight on Israel's
secretive Unit 8200, the Israel
Defense Forces' intelligence unit,
which a Western security source
said was involved in planning
the operation.

A senior Lebanese security
source and another source told
Reuters that Israel's Mossad spy
agency was responsible for a so-
phisticated operation to plant a
small quantity of explosives inside
5,000 pagers ordered by
Hezbollah. One Western security
source told Reuters that Unit 8200,
a military unit that is not part of

Interim govt gives
Bangladesh Army
magisterial powers
to enforce policing

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
DHAKA, SEPTEMBER 18

BANGLADESH'S INTERIM gov-
ernment has granted magisterial
powers to the Army for two
months toimprove law and order
in the violence-hit country and
prevent “subversive acts”.

The Ministry of Public
Administration issued a notifica-
tionon the government's decision
onTuesday, saying it will be appli-
cable with immediate effect.

The powers will be given to
commissioned officers of the
Army. The order will remain in
force for the next 60 days.

Home Adviser Lt Gen (retd.)
Md. Jahangir Alam Chowdhury
said on Wednesday that the peo-
ple will get the benefit of be-
stowing magistracy power upon
the army, BSS news agency re-
ported. “Police officials who are
yet to join the services, won't be
allowed to join anymore,” he
said, adding that the “people of
Bangla will reap the benefit of

bestowing the magistracy power
upon the commissioned officers
of Bangladesh Army.”

Responding to questions
from the media, Chowdhury
said, “The Army has been given
the magistracy power to ensure
public service and maintain the
law and order.” He said that the
law enforcement agencies lack
manpower and the magistracy
power has been given to the
Army to fill up the gap.

Section 17 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, or CrPC,
which awards Army officers the
status of special executive magis-
trates, says these officers shall be
subordinate to the district magis-
trates, or deputy commissioners,
bdnews24.com reported.

Thisauthority including arrest
and dispersal of unlawful rallies
has been conferred upon com-
missioned officers of the Army.

In self-defence and extreme
need, the officer can open fire, said
an adviser to the interim govern-
ment on Tuesday, The Daily Star
newspaper reported.

The American University of
Beirut Medical Center on
Wednesday. Reuters

the spy agency, was involved in
the development stage of the op-
eration against Hezbollah which
was over a year in the making.
The source said Unit 8200
was involved in the technical
side of testing how they could in-
sert explosive material within

the manufacturing process.

The Israeli military declined
to comment. The prime minis-
ter's office that has oversight of
Mossad did notimmediately re-
spond to arequest for comment.

The unit is effectively Israel's
early warning system, and isalso
famous for a work culture that
emphasizes out-of-the-box think-
ing to tackle issues previously not
encountered or imagined. This
helped some graduates build
Israel's high-tech sector and some
of its biggest companies.

Theunithasahightumoverrate
of young recruits replacing veter-
ans, said Kobi Samboursky, a for-
mer 8200 member and Managing
Partner at Glilot Capital Partners,an
early stage fund investing in cyber-
security and artificial intelligence.

WILLRETURN NORTH
ISRAEL RESIDENTS,
SAYSNETANYAHU

Jerusalem: Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu vowed on

Wednesday to return tens of
thousands of residents evac-
uated from northern border
areas to their homes, amid
mounting tensions with the
[ranian-backed Hezbollah
movement in Lebanon. "We
will return the residents of
the north securely to their
homes," he said in a brief
video statement, giving no
further details. = REUTERS

Ukraine drones trigger quake-sized
blast at arsenal in western Russia

REUTERS
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 18

ALARGE-SCALE Ukrainiandrone
attack on Russia triggered an
earthquake-sized blast atamajor
arsenal in the Tver region on
Wednesday, forcing the evacua-
tion of a nearby town, war blog-
gers and some media reported.
Unverified video and images
on social media showed a huge
ball of flame blasting high into the
night sky and multiple detona-
tions thundering across a lake
about 380 km west of Moscow.

The explosion in Russia’s Tver region on Wednesday. Reuters

NASA satellites picked up in-
tense heat sources emanating
from an area of about 14 square
kilometres (5 square miles) at

the site in the early hours and
earthquake monitoring stations
picked up what sensors thought
was a small earthquake.

Exploswes planted

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

REUTERS

BLINKEN WARNS ABOUT RISK OF
escalation in region, impact on truce bid

in new pagers, trail
runs from Taiwan to

Hungary: US Officials

REUTERS & NYT
SEPTEMBER18

ISRAELCARRIED out its operation
against Hezbollah Tuesday by hid-
ing explosive material within a
new batch of Taiwanese-made
pagersimported into Lebanon, ac-
cording to American and other of-
ficials briefed on the operation.

The pagers, which Hezbollah
had ordered from Gold Apollo in
Taiwan, had been tampered with
before they reached Lebanon, ac-
cording to some of the officials.

At 3:30 p.m. in Lebanon, the
pagers received a message that
appeared as though it was com-
ing from Hezbollah's leadership,
two of the officials said. Instead,
the message activated the explo-
sives. Lebanon’s health minister
said atleast 11 people were killed
and over 2,700 injured.

The explosive material, as lit-
tle as one to two ounces, was im-
planted next to the batteryineach
pager, two of the officials said. A
switch was also embedded that
could be triggered remotely to
detonate the explosives.

The devices were pro-
grammed to beep for several sec-
onds before exploding, according
to three of the officials.The
American and other officials
spoke on the condition of
anonymity given the sensitive na-

ture of the operation.
Meanwhile, a Taiwanese
pager maker denied on

Wednesday that it had produced
devices that wounded thousands
of Hezbollah operatives in
Lebanonwhen they exploded,an
audacious attack that raised the
prospect of a full-scale war be-

Experts
divided over
@® aimofattack

EXPLAINED

SOME EXPERTS believe
that Israeli commanders
feared that their
Hezbollah counterparts
had recently discovered
Israel’s ability to sabotage
the pagers, prompting
Israel toimmediately
blow them up or risk los-
ing the capability forever.
Others say that Israel had
a specific strategic intent
— hoping that the at-
tack’s brazenness would
make Hezbollah more
amenable to a cease-fire.

tween the Iran-backed groupand
arch-foe Israel.

Gold Apollo said the devices
were made by under licence by a
company called BAC, based in
Hungary's capital Budapest.

Israel's spy agency Mossad,
which hasalonghistory of pulling
off sophisticated attacks on for-
eign soil, planted explosives inside
pagers imported by Hezbollah
months before Tuesday’s detona-
tions, a senior Lebanese security
source told Reuters.

A senior Lebanese security
source said the group had ordered
5,000 pagers from Gold Apollo,
which sources say were brought
into the country earlier this year.

But the Hungarian govern-
ment has distanced the country
from reports of the Hungary-
based company beinginvolved in
the production of the pagers.

‘Need new security regime
if Trump has to play golf’

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 18

THE HEAD of the Secret Service
told Donald Trump in a private
meeting that significant new se-
curity arrangements will be
needed if he wants to keep play-
ing golf, The New York Times re-
ported on Tuesday.

Trump asked Ronald Rowe,
the Secret Service's acting direc-
tor, in a meeting Monday
whether it was safe for him to
continue playing, the newspaper
said. Rowe said the Secret

Service views the golf course at
Joint Base Andrews in Maryland
as easier to secure because itis a
military course. That meeting
occurred a day after the Secret
Service thwarted a second ap-
parent assassination attempt on
Trump in less than two months.

On Sunday, Secret Service
agents fired on Ryan Wesley
Routh, the apparent would-be
assassin, when they saw the
barrel of his gun poking through
the fenceline at Trump's golf
course in West Palm Beach,
Florida, and local police officers
later arrested him.

Diddy used clout to build empire of sexual crime: Indictment

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 18

FOR 10 MONTHS, rumblings, law-
suits, law enforcement raids and
mounting allegations of wide-
spread sexual abuse had sur-
rounded Sean “Diddy” Combs.

The business empire, cultural
cachet and fatherly image he had
cultivated in the decades since
he became a hot young hip-hop
mogul in the 1990s had begun to
erode.

Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs

OnTuesday, those ripples be-
came a wave with the unsealing

CoMPANY REPORTED MORE THAN $1.2 BN IN TOTAL DEBTS, $679.5 MN IN TOTAL ASSETS

Tupperware, household food-container brand since 1950s, files for bankruptcy

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SEPTEMBER18

TUPPERWARE BRANDS, the
company that revolutionised
food storage decades ago, has
filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection.

Florida-based Tupperware
plans to continue operating dur-
ing the bankruptcy proceedings
and will seek court approval for a
sale, “in order to protect its iconic
brand,” the company said just be-
fore midnight Tuesday.

The company is seeking bank-
ruptcy protection amid growing
struggles to revitalise its business.
Tupperware sales growth im-
proved some during the early
days of the COVID-19 pandemic,
but overall sales have been in
steady decline since 2018 due to
rising competition. Financial trou-
bles too have continued to pile up.

Doubts around Tupperware's
future have floated around for
some time. Last year, the com-
pany sought additional financ-
ing as it warned investors about
its ability to stay in business and

itsrisk of being delisted from the
New York Stock Exchange.
InTuesday's bankruptcy peti-
tion, Tupperware reported more
than $1.2 billionin total debts and
$679.5 million in total assets.
Shares for the company have
fallen 75% this year and closed
Tuesday at about 50 cents apiece.
Tupperware's roots date back
to 1946. According to the com-
pany's website, shortly after the
Great Depression, chemist Earl
Tupper found inspiration while
creating molds at a plastics fac-
tory — setting out on a mission

Reuters

CEO Laurie Ann Goldman said the brand is not going anywhere

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

of a sweeping indictment alleg-
ing years of sex trafficking and
conspiracy, to which he pleaded
not guilty before a federal mag-
istrate ordered him jailed with-
out bail as he awaits trial.

The indictment accuses
Combs of presiding over a sordid
empire of sexual crimes that used
his “power and prestige” for “sex
trafficking, forced labour, inter-
state transportation for purposes
of prostitution, drug offenses, kid-
napping, arson, bribery and ob-
struction of justice.” It describes

to create an airtight seal for a
plastic container, to help families
save money on food waste.

The brand experienced ex-
plosive growth in the mid 20th
century — particularly with the
rise of Tupperware parties, first
held in 1948. Tupperware parties
notably gave many women a
chance to run their own busi-
nesses out of their homes, selling
the products within social circles.

The system worked so well
that Tupperware eventually re-
moved its products from stores.In
its bankruptcy announcement,

theinducement of female victims
and male sex workers into
drugged-up, elaborately pro-
duced sexual performances
dubbed “Freak Offs” that Combs
arranged, directed, masturbated
during and often recorded. The
events would sometimes lastdays
and require IVs to recover from,
the indictment said, and Combs
used his employees as though
they were a film crew.

It alleges he coerced and
abused women for years while
using blackmail, including the

the company maintained that
there were no current changes to
Tupperware's independent sales
consultant agreements.
According to court docu-
ments published Tuesday,
Tupperware currently employs
more than 5,450 employees
across 41 countries — and addi-
tionally partners with global sales
force of over 465,000 consultants
who sell products on a freelance
basis in nearly 70 countries.
Tuesday's announcement
also pointed to aims to “further
advance Tupperware's transfor-

videos he shot, and shocking acts
of violence to keep his victims in
line, coordinated and facilitated
from the top down by a network
of associates and employees.

Prosecutors said he used the
same companies, people and
methods he used to build his busi-
ness and cultural power to facili-
tate his crimes. They said they
would prove it with financial,
travel and billing records, elec-
tronic data and communications
and videos of the “Freak Offs” to
prove their case.

mation into a digital-first, tech-
nology-led company,” possibly
signalling a move toward in-
creased reliance of sales on the
brand’s website or perhaps more
online-focused marketing. In a
statement,

Tupperware President and CEO
Laurie Ann Goldman acknowl-
edged Tupperware's recent finan-
cial struggles and said that the
bankruptcy process is meant to
provide “essential flexibility” as the
company pursues this transforma-
tion. She also maintained that the
brand wasn't going anywhere.
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Fed cuts rate
by half-point,
cites ‘greater
confidence’
on inflation

HOWARD SCHNEIDER
& ANN SAPHIR
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 18

THE US Federal Reserve cut in-
terest rates by half of a percent-
age point on Wednesday, kick-
ing off what is expected to be a
steady easing of monetary pol-
icy with a larger-than-usual re-
duction in borrowing costs that
followed growing unease about
the health of the job market.

“The committee has gained
greater confidence that inflation
is moving sustainably toward 2%,
and judges that the risks to
achieving its employment and
inflation goals are roughly in bal-
ance,” policymakers on the US
central bank’s rate-setting com-
mittee said in their latest state-
ment, which drew a dissent from
Governor Michelle Bowman
who favored only a quarter-per-
centage-point cut.

Policymakers see the Fed’s
benchmark rate falling by an-
other half of a percentage point
by the end of this year, another
full percentage point in 2025,
and by a final half of a percent-
age point in 2026 to end in a
2.75%-3.00% range.

The endpoint reflects a slight
upgrade, from 2.8% to 2.9%, in the
longer-run federal funds rate,
considered a “neutral” stance
that neither encourages nor dis-
courages economic activity.

Even though inflation “re-
mains somewhat elevated”, the
Fed statement said policymak-
ers chose to cut the overnight
rate to the 4.75%-5.00% range “in
light of the progress on inflation

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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80% VOTING IN JAMMU'’S INDERWAL, HEALTHY IN VALLEY TOO
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A queue outside a polling station at Bijbehara in Anantnag district during the first phase of
Assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir on Wednesday. Shuaib Masoodi

J&K thumbs-up to first Assembly
polls post 2019, Phase 1 turnout 01%

BASHAARAT MASOOD,
NAVEEDIQBAL

& ARUN SHARMA
SOUTHKASHMIR, JAMMU,
SEPTEMBER 18

INITS first Assembly elections in
10years, and the first after the ab-
rogation of Article 370 in 2019,
61.11% of the voters turned outin
Jammu and Kashmir for the first
phase of polling on Wednesday.
The figures were almost the same
as 2014 and 2008, with the brisk
polling at the start of the day trick-
ling towards the later half.

Chief  Electoral
Officer Pandurang Pole
said voting figures are
likely to register a mar-

Wednesday’s. In the re-
cent Lok Sabha elec-
tions, overall polling
was 58.46%.

ginal increase once final Jammu  region,
figures are in from re- where eight seats went
mote areas, and after DE2%§I4(_)N to vote, saw heavy
receiving postal ballots. | J&K — polling, though at some

No repolling had been
ordered at any place
and no major incidents of vio-
lence reported, Pole said.

The 2014 overall Assembly
poll turnout was 66%, with the
24 constituencies voting in the
first phase registering almost the
same voting percentage as

64 YEARS OF PACT THAT SURVIVED WARS

Review, modify Indus Waters Treaty,
India tells Pak looks to renegotiate

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

SIXTY-FOUR years after the two
countries signed the Indus
Wiaters Treaty (IWT) in Karachi
on September 19, 1960, India has
served formal notice to Pakistan
seeking “review and modifica-
tion” of the treaty, signalling se-
rious political intent in Delhi to
end it.

This notice is qualitatively
different and a step higher than

Hezbollah hit again: Day
after pagers explode,
hand-held deV1ces go off

BASSEM MROUE,
JOHNSON LAI

& JUSTIN SPIKE
BEIRUT, SEPTEMBER 18

EXPLOSIONS WENT off in Beirut
and multiple parts of Lebanonin
an apparent second wave of det-
onations of electronic devices,
Hezbollah officials and state me-
dia said Wednesday, reporting
walkie-talkies and even solar
equipment being targeted a day
after hundreds of pagers blew
up. At least nine people were
killed and 300 were wounded,
the Health Ministry said.

(The New York Times put the
death toll at 14, over 450 injured.)

At the site of an explosion in
Sidon, Lebanon. Reuters

Several blasts were heard at
the funeral in Beirut for three
Hezbollah members and a child
killed by exploding pagers the
day before, according to

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

India is building the
Kishanganga (above) and
Ratle power projects in
Jammu and Kashmir. NHPC

places lesser than in
2014. The three
Assembly seats in Kishtwar dis-
trict recorded the maximum
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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India’s notice to Pakistan in
January 2023 for the “modifica-
tion” of the treaty. This time, it is
seeking “review and modifica-
tion” — an escalation that
essentially underlines the inten-
tion to revoke the treaty and
renegotiate it.

Sources said Wednesday that
India served formal notice to
Pakistan on August 30, seeking
review and modification of the
IWT under Article XII (3) of the
pact. Under Article XII (3) of the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘No one is vying for CM
chair’: Meet the doctors
leading Kolkata protest

SWEETY KUMARI
& PREMANKURBISWAS
KOLKATA,SEPTEMBER 18

IT WAS the most enduring im-
age of the over month-long doc-
tors’ protest against the RG Kar
rape and murder. On September
14, a group of young doctors
stood in the rain with their hands
folded as Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee appeared to have an ar-
gument with them outside her
home in Kolkata’s Kalighat.

On Monday, her government
finally relented, announcing that
they would accept “99 per cent”
of the protesters’ demands —in-
cluding replacing Kolkata’s po-

lice commissioner.

But outside the state health
department Swasthya Bhawan -
the site of the protest — doctors
are yet to fully back down. "We
need systemic change and we
know that will take time," Lahari
Sarkar, one of the protesting doc-
tors, says.

As parleys with the govern-
ment continued Wednesday,
with the doctors being called for
another meeting, The Indian
Express spoke to those at the
forefront of the protests.

Aniket Mahato, junior doc-
tor, RG Kar

One of the faces of the
protest, Mahato was among

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

The long journey of Jugraj Singh: Selling
flags at Attari to hockey glory for India

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 18

AS A child, Jugraj Singh, the son
of a porter, sold Tricolour flags
and water bottles to tourists at
the Attari-Wagah border to help
his family make ends meet.

On Tuesday evening, the na-
tional anthem resounded at
Moqi after India beat hosts China
1-0, thanks to aJugraj goal in the
51st minute, to defend the Asian
Champions Trophy hockey title.

Jugraj’s strike was crucial.

Hockey India

Jugraj’s goal helped India lift the Asian Champions Trophy.

Along with the Asian Games
gold last year, India are now the
dominant force in Asian hockey.
Jugraj, 27,is a versatile player
and can play as a centre-back,
full-back and a drag-flicker. Along
with captain Harmanpreet Singh,
he is one of the most powerful
penalty corner experts in the
sport. Scoring the winning goal,
off a pass from Harmanpreet,
made Tuesday the biggest day on
the hockey field for Jugraj.
Jugraj's father Sukhjeet Singh
watched the final on TV back in
Attari. The 59-year-old has
worked as a porter for 30 years
and is now posted at the Attari
Integrated Check Post.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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CABINET ACCEPTS KOVIND PANEL’S RECOMMENDATIONS

' One nation, one election setin

‘motion, will bein two phases

Nationwide consultations will be held, committee to be
formed for implementation of simultaneous polls: Govt

DAMININATH&DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

MOVING A step closer towards
holding all elections simultane-
ously in the country — in keep-
ing with the BJP’s long-standing
‘One Nation, One Election’ man-
ifesto promise — the Union
Cabinet on Wednesday accepted
the recommendations of the
high-level committee chaired by
former President Ram Nath
Kovind. The eight-member
panel, in its report submitted in
March, suggested that Lok Sabha
and State Assembly elections be
held together, followed by local
body polls within 100 days.

Recommendations of
High Level Committes

-“#

7. One Nation One
Election:

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw at a press conference
after the Cabinet meeting in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI

Announcing the decision,
Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said there was “consen-

BJP’s message of resolve,
consensus-building; TDP
backs move, with a rider

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

THE UNION Cabinet’s nod to the
Ram Nath Kovind-led high level
committee’s proposal for One
Nation, One Election, initiating
the process for simultaneous
polls across the country, is a sig-
nal to detractors of the Narendra
Modi government that it remains
on course to implementing its
agenda — the setback in the Lok

Sabha elections notwithstanding.

Sources said the government
was clear about pressing ahead
despite the realisation that the
process is going to be “elaborate”
and would need the support of
parties in the Opposition too, to
clear Parliament.

Sources said that the govern-
ment is open to referring the Bill
to a Joint Parliamentary
Committee onceitis introduced
to evolve a consensus. “There

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

sus” in the Cabinet on the issue,
and the government would now
initiate nationwide consultations

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Changein
law, state
® consent

EXPLAINED

THE KOVIND Committee
has said ratification by
states is not needed for
the Constitutional
amendments to transi-
tion to simultaneous Lok
Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions. But Constitutional
amendments related to
preparation of acommon
electoral roll and syncing
municipal and panchayat
polls with LS elections
must be ratified by at least
half of the total states.

Opp criticises
move: Not
practical, blow
to federalism,
cheap stunt

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

CRITICISING THE Cabinet’s deci-
sion, the Opposition parties on
Wednesday said ‘One Nation,
One Election’ was not a practical
idea and this was “another cheap
stunt” by the BJP to distract from
more important issues. Some
warned that such a move would
“destroy federalism and com-
promise democracy”. They also
questioned how simultaneous
polls could be held when even
the Maharashtra Assembly elec-
tions were not held with the on-
going polls in Haryana and
Jammu and Kashmir.

“This is not practical and will
not be allowed. At the time of
elections, they can’t find any is-
sues and they bring such things
to divert from the main issues.
The people of this country will
not accept this,” Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge said at
a press conference at the AICC
headquarters.

Among the Opposition-ruled
states, Kerala Chief Minister and
CPI(M) leader Pinarayi Vijayan
said there was “a hidden agenda
toweaken India's federal system
and grant overwhelming power

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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and set up an “implementation com-
mittee” to explore how the Kovind
Committee's recommendations can
be brought to fruition.

The government will have to start
by building political consensus, as the
transition requires Constitutional
amendments — first to align the Lok
Sabha and State Assembly elections;
and then to synchronise municipal
elections and prepareacommon elec-
toral roll, which needs ratification by
half the total states.

For now, the Cabinet’sin-principle
approval and acceptance of the report
will not have any immediate implica-
tions on the upcoming Assembly elec-
tions in Maharashtra, Jharkhand, and
even Delhi.

While no time frame has been
specified yet, the Kovind Committee
had recommended a “one-time tran-
sitory measure” which would require
the government to identify an “ap-
pointed date” on “the date of the first
sitting of the House of the People after
a general election”. All State
Assemblies that go to polls after the
“appointed date” would have their
terms expire with the Lok Sabha. This
would synchronise the electoral cycles
of the central and state governments.

Then, as the second step, munici-
pality and panchayat elections should
be held within 100 days of the Lok

Sabha and state elections, it had said.

Given that the first sitting of
Parliament after this year's Lok Sabha
polls has already passed, government
sources indicated that there is room
for the implementation committee to
make adjustments to the Kovind
Committee's recommendations, as
these are merely suggestions and not
binding on the government.

The exact timeline —whether polls
will be held simultaneously in 2029 or
2034 — wasn't clear on Wednesday.
Asked by reporters when the recom-
mendations would be implemented
and whether aBill would be broughtin
the upcoming Winter Session of
Parliament, Vaishnaw pointed out that
Union Home Minister Amit Shah had
already said the government would
implement 'One Nation, One Election'
inits current tenure.

Without going into the specifics of
the timeline, Vaishnaw said the gov-
ernment would implement the plan
in two phases, as proposed by the
Kovind Committee.

After the nationwide consultations
are completed, implementation
would follow in steps,and it would be
the government's endeavour to build
aconsensus over the next few months,
he said. Once the consultation process
isover, the government will draft a Bill,
place it before the Cabinet,and subse-

quently take it to Parliament, he added.

The Kovind Committee had rec-
ommended 18 amendments, includ-
ing 15 Constitutional amendments, to
synchronise the terms of Lok Sabha
and state Assemblies, simultaneously
hold municipal elections,and prepare
acommon electoral roll.

In case of a hung Assembly or no-
confidence motion, it had recom-
mended holding Assembly elections
for the remainder of the term of the
Lok Sabha so that they would remain
synchronised. In case of a hung Lok
Sabha or no-confidence motion, it sug-
gested fresh elections for the duration
of the unexpired term.

According to Law Ministry sources,
the implementation of the report will
require at least two Constitutional
amendments, first to bring Lok Sabha
and State Assembly elections together,
and the second -- which has to be rat-
ified by at least half of the total states -
- to synchronise municipal elections
and prepare acommon electoral roll. A
consequential amendment for Union
Territories and the National Capital
Territory of Delhi would follow.

Currently, the Election
Commission conducts the Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections and prepares
the electoral rolls for these, while the
State Election Commissions do the
same for municipal elections.

e Review, modify Indus Waters Treaty, India tells Pak

IWT, its provision may from time to
time be modified by a duly ratified
treaty concluded for that purpose be-
tween the two governments.

Sources said India’s notification
highlights “fundamental and unfore-
seen changes in circumstances” that
require a reassessment of obligations
under various Articles of the IWT.

Among various concerns, the
sources highlighted, important ones
include “change in population demo-
graphics; environmental issues —
need to accelerate development of
clean energy to meet India’s emission
targets; impact of persistent cross-bor-
der terrorism”.

The move comes amid the elec-
tions inJ&K, and the spike in Pakistan-
sponsored terror attacks in the region.

The notification to review and
modify the treaty was issued in the
background of a separate prolonged

controversy with respect to the
Kishanganga and Ratle Hydro Projects.
In this regard, the World Bank has si-
multaneously activated both the
Neutral Expert mechanism and the
Courtof Arbitration on the same set of
issues. The Indian side has, therefore,
also called for “reconsideration of the
dispute resolution mechanism” under
the IWT, sources said.

With this notification, sources
India has called Pakistan to begin G2G
(government-to-government) nego-
tiations in order to review the treaty
under the provisions of Article XII (3).

This would mean that the treaty
can be opened for renegotiations, for
the first time since it was signed and
one that has survived three Indo-Pak
wars and the Kargil conflict, as well as
several other provocations including
terror attacks.

As per the provisions of the treaty,

¢ J&K thumbs-up to Assembly polls

turnouts, with Inderwal witnessing
80.06% polling, followed by Padder-
Nagseni (76.80%) and Kishtwar
(75.04%).

While G M Saroori, who earlier
represented Inderwal as a Congress
MLA, is contesting from the seatas an
Independent, from Kishtwar, the BJP
has fielded Shagun Parihar, the daugh-
ter of a BJP leader killed by terrorists.
In 2014, Kishtwar had seen 78.23%
polling.

In Doda district, Doda West
recorded 74.14% polling. Doda 70.21%,
and Bhaderwah 65.27%.Dodahas seen
the killing of six Army personnel, in-
cluding two Captains, apart from four
terrorists, since June this year.In 2014,
the turnouts in Doda and Doda West,
which have seen changesin delimita-

e Jugraj’s journey

tion, were slightly higher.

Banihal and Ramban recorded
71.28%and 67.34 % voting, respectively.

For the 16 seats in the Valley, all
falling in South Kashmir, the turnout
was more or less the same as in 2014
and 2008. While 53.55% voters cast
their votes here Wednesday, the
turnoutin 2014 was 54.93%. But for the
first time in three decades, the secu-
rity force deployment was not over-
awingand people were allowed inside
the polling booths without frisking.

As per election officials, there was
54.77% polling in the seven constituen-
cies of Anantnag district (it was a
higher at 60% in 2014 and 63.20% in
2008); 46.66% in the four seats of
Pulwama district (was low at 44% in
2014 and 46.09% in 2008 as well);

all the water of “Eastern Rivers” -
Sutlej, Beas and Ravi— would be avail-
able for “unrestricted use” of India.
Pakistan would receive water from
“Western Rivers” — Indus, Jhelum and
Chenab. “All the waters of the Eastern
Rivers shall be available for the unre-
stricted use of India, except as other-
wise expressly provided in this
Article,” Article I (1) of the treaty
stated. Article Il (1) with provisions re-
lated to the Western Rivers stated:
“Pakistan shall receive for unrestricted
use all those waters of the Western
Rivers which India is under obligation
to let flow under the provisions of
Paragraph (2).”

India is constructing two hydel
power projects: the Kishanganga proj-
ect on the Kishanganga river, a tribu-
tary of Jhelum, and the Ratle project
on the Chenab. Pakistan has objected
to them.

62.64% in the three seats of Kulgam
district (itwas 59%in 2014 and 64.45%
in 2008 here); and 53.64% in the two
seats in Shopian district (a fall from
48%in 2014 and 50.65% in 2008).

The biggest drop was witnessed in
Shangus-Anantnag segment where
only 52.94% voters exercised their
franchise against 68.78% 10 years ago.
Similarly,in D H Pora segment, earlier
known as Noorabad, 68% turned out
to vote against 80.92% in 2014.
However, D H Pora remained the seat
with the highest turnout in Kashmir
in the first phase, with Pahalgam fol-
lowing close behind. Kulgam and
Kokernag also saw good polling.

The seat trailing at the bottom was
Anantnag (41.58%). Only one of the
four constituencies in Pulwama dis-
trict - the Pulwama Assembly seg-
ment - crossed the 50% mark.

e Hezbollah targeted again
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“I don’t know anything other than doing
hard labour, but my son has made me and our
family proud. He used to sell Indian flags at
the Beating Retreat ceremony to help me run
the family, but see where he has reached to-
day,” says Sukhjeet.

When he started off in the late 1980s,
Sukhjeet recalls unloading cement bags weigh-
ing 50 kg each from trucks that came from
Pakistan. After the 2019 Pulwama attacks,
trucks from Afghanistan carrying dry fruits
would arrive. Sukhjeet’s father, Dara Singh,
worked as a porter as well.

Jugraj's life would have run on similar lines
had it not been for coach Navjit Singh, who
spotted his athletic ability. Navjit got the young-
ster to start playing hockey with other children
on the grass field at Government Senior
Secondary School, Attari.

Navijit, a former hockey player himself, had
taken the initiative to be a talent-spotter and
trainvillage children at the ground. “Jugrajwas
well-built compared to other children his age.
It perhaps had to do with him lifting heavy
loads when his father needed a helping hand,”
he says.

To provide young trainees with proper
hockey kits, Navjit would tap his NRI friends in
England and Canada. He recalls how Jugraj
would juggle time between training and work-
ing as a street vendor at the Attari border. “Jugraj
would practice in the morning and afternoon
before going to sell flags to tourists. Even though
his day would end late, he would be the first
one tobe at training in the morning,” the coach
recalls.

To save money, Jugraj would walk 2 km
from home to the border and back;, his mother
Paramjeet Kaur says.

Jugraj's big break came in 2005 when a
Punjab government sports wing was estab-
lished at the senior secondary school by former
India captain Pargat Singh, the then Punjab
sports director.

“We won a title in an inter-district tourna-
ment at Moga, Jugraj scoring the winning goal
withareverse hit. He drank his favourite drink,
aFrooti, after the win,” Navjit says.

Childhood friend and junior team-mate
Girish Duggal has seen Jugraj's early struggles.
“He gave all the money from the sale of flags to
his father to help him support the family, which
includes two elder sisters and a brother,” says

Duggal.
e B

Associated Press journalists at the
scene. An AP photographerin the
southern city of Sidon saw a car
and a mobile phone shop dam-
aged after devices exploded inside
of them. A Hezbollah official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, told the AP that
walkie-talkies used by the group
exploded. Lebanon’s official news
agency reported that solarenergy
systems exploded in homes in
several areas of Beirut and in
southern Lebanon, wounding at
least one girl.

The new blasts hit a country
still thrown into confusion and
anger after Tuesday’s pager
bombings, which appeared to be
a complex Israeli attack targeting
Hezbollah members that caused
civilian casualties, too. At least 12
people werekilled, including two
children, and some 2,800 people

wounded as hundreds of pagers
used by Hezbollah members be-
gan detonating wherever they
happened to be —in homes, cars,
at grocery stores and in cafes.

In the first wave of bombings,
it appeared that small amounts

of explosives had been hiddenin |

the thousands of pagers deliv-

ered to Hezbollah and remotely |
detonated. The reports of further |
electronic devices exploding |
suggested even greater infiltra- |
into |

. the state government was forced

tion of boobytraps
Lebanon's supply chain.

The attacks renewed fears |
that the simmering conflict be- |
tween Israel and Hezbollah could |

escalate into all-out war.

said the US is still assessing how

the attack could affect efforts to |
negotiate a cease-fire in the |

Israel-Hamas war in Gaza. AP

e Fed cuts rate by half-point

and the balance of risks”.

The Fed “would be prepared
to adjust the stance of monetary
policy as appropriate if risks
emerge that could impede the
attainment of the Committee's
goals”, with attention to “both
sides of its dual mandate” for sta-
ble prices and maximum em-
ployment.

The Fed’s policy meeting this
week was its last before voters
go to the polls in what is ex-
pected to be a close US presiden-
tial election on November 5.

The size of the initial cut will
likely raise questions about the
Fed's strategy, and whether pol-
icymakers were merely trying to
account for the fastdecline inin-
flation since last year, or address
concerns among some officials
that the US job market may be
weakening faster than desired or
needed to ensure inflation fully
returns to the Fed's 2% target. It

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

is currently about half a percent-
age point above that, and the
new economic projections now
show the annual rate of increase
in the personal consumption ex-
penditures price index falling to
2.3% by the end of this year and
downto 2.1% by the end of 2025.

The unemployment rate is |
seen ending this year at 4.4%, |
higher than the current4.2%,and |
- Schoolin Dum Dum, says. “Politics
Economic growthisseenat2.1% |

remaining there through 2025.

through 2024 and 2% next year,
the same as in the last round of
projections issued in June.
Meanwhile, following the US
Fed's move, Qatar's central bank
cut key interest rates by 55 basis
points, the central bank of
Kuwait cut its discount rate by
25 basis points, and the United
Arab Emirates cut its base rate
applied to the overnight deposit
facility by 50 basis points.

REUTERS |

¢ BJP’s message of resolve, consensus-building

could be modifications to the orig-
inal proposals as well,” a top
leader said.

On Wednesday, briefing the
media, Union minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said detailed discus-
sions would be held on various
fora across the country over the
next few months.

The Kovind panel had submit-
ted its recommendations for One
Nation, One Election earlier this
year, before the Lok Sabha polls.
The contours of Parliament have
changed since, with the BJP not
enjoying a simple majority in ei-
ther House.

On Wednesday, the TDP,
which is now the biggest group
sustaining the BJP in power, came
outinsupportof One Nation, One
Election — but with a rider. The
party had not clarified its stance
earlier on the issue, and had not
made any submission to the
Kovind panel.

TDP parliamentary party
leader Lavu Srikrishna Devarayalu
told The Indian Express: “We wel-
come the idea of simultaneous
elections. But like the minister said
(atthe briefing on the Cabinet de-
cision), it calls for broad discus-
sions. We want it to be discussed
on every platform — every booth,
every mandal... Feedback has to
be collected on the pros and cons.”

“We have to also see if simul-
taneous polls would save as much
money asis portrayed.”

The curtailing of expenses has

been one of the government’s
main arguments in favour of si-
multaneous polls.

The ruling party, however, is
confident that many Opposition
parties will do a rethink in the
process of discussions. “Since it is
a proposal on which you cannot
allege a divisive agenda or
Hindutva agenda, we hope max-
imum parties will come around.
We think we can build a consen-
sus gradually as the idea is good
for the country. A Joint
Parliamentary Committee or a
Standing Committee platform can
provide that opportunity,” a BJP
leader said.

“It has a twin advantage - the
BJP can signal that the govern-
ment and its reforms are on the
track, and it can rally its middle
class support base which has ex-
pressed its distaste for frequent
elections. The Prime Minister
wanted such a non-divisive gov-
ernance issue to be taken up to
demonstrate that the government
was unfazed, notwithstanding the
Opposition's attack over the drop
inour numbers,” said a source.

Tomark the completion of the
first 100 days of the Modi govern-
ment’s third term, its top minis-
ters came forward to underline
that all its agendas were on track
despite the Lok Sabha poll setback.
A senior government functionary
said earlier this week that there
was no area where the govern-
ment had not taken policy deci-

sions to continue the work it had
initiated 10 years ago.

In the current Lok Sabha of
543 MPs, the NDA has 293 mem-
bers, while in the Rajya Sabha of
234 MPs, the NDA has 121 mem-
bers backing it (including the six
nominated members).

Among the Opposition par-
ties, the Congress, TMC, DMK, SP,
AAP, and Left had opposed One
Nation, One Election in their re-
sponses to the Kovind panel. The
BSP, which had also opposed the
move, has now come around to
supporting it.

On Wednesday, after the
Cabinet cleared the proposal, sev-
eral BJP allies extended their sup-
port for One Nation, One Election.

JD(U) chief spokesperson
Neeraj Kumar told The Indian
Express: “We fully support the
Union Cabinet's decision as we be-
lieve that simultaneous elections
would save election expenses and
expedite development works...
Those criticising it should know
that we followed One Nation, One
Election until 1967.”

Union Minister for Food
Processing and LJP(R) chief Chirag
Paswan called it a "historic step".
He posted on X in Hindi: "One
Nation, One Election will
strengthen the country's demo-
cratic process, reduce election ex-
penses, and accelerate develop-
ment projects.” Shiv Sena(Shinde)
MP Shrikant Shinde called it “a
game changer”.

e Opp criticises move: Not practical, blow to federalism

to the Central government”. “The
Sangh Parivar is covertly working
to transform India's electoral pol-
itics into a presidential-style sys-
tem. The 'One Election' slogan un-
dermines the diversity of Indian
parliamentary democracy... push-
ing for simultaneous elections
without regard for state-specific
political dynamics, risks imposing
the Central government’s willand
overturning electoral mandates -
- an attack on democracy itself,”
he said in a statement.
Criticising the  move,
Jharkhand Chief Minister and
JMM chief Hemant Soren said:
“They (BJP) want only one party
to rule this country and only one
government in place... be it the
Centre or the states. There will be
noother government... These peo-
ple who disrupt communal har-
mony always want to rule.”
Karnataka Chief Minister and
Congress leader Siddaramaiah
said, “The 'One Nation, One
Election' proposal... is not only
against the federal structure but
also practically impossible to im-
plement. The fact that suchanim-
portant proposal is being rushed
through without any consultation
with Opposition parties reveals
the malicious intent of the
Narendra Modi government.”
TMC MP Derek O'Brien called
it “another cheap stunt from the
anti-democratic BJP”. “Why were
the Maharashtraelections notan-
nounced with the elections in

Haryana and Jammu & Kashmir?
Here's why. The Maharashtra gov-
ernment announced the Ladki
Bahin scheme in its Budget this
June. The first tranche reached the
bank accounts of women in
August, and the second tranche
will reach beneficiaries in October.
You can’tdo three states in one go,
and you talk about 'One Nation,
One Election'... Also, tell us how
many constitutional amend-
ments, including curtailing or ex-
tending terms of State Assemblies,
will be done. Classic Modi-Shah
jumla,” he said in a statement.

SP president Akhilesh Yadav
asked if “any time limit (has)been
set for the Constitutional amend-
ments... or is this just a slogan
thrown around to be put on hold
for the future, like women's reser-
vation”. “Is this a plan to change
the results by privatising the elec-
tions,” he said in a post on X.
“When the BJP topples the elected
government of any state, will the
elections of the entire country be
held again... If President's Rule is
imposed inastate, will the elected
government have to wait till the
next general elections toreturnor
will there be fresh elections in the
entire country,” he asked.

ShivSena (UBT) spokesperson
and MP Arvind Sawant ques-
tioned whether 'One Nation, One
Election' was a priority for the gov-
ernment when there were more
pressing issues linked to unem-
ployment, inflation, crimes

againstwomen and farmers. “The
government should be given an
award for being bogus and cun-
ning. You could not schedule the
Maharashtra and Haryana polls
together. You could not hold
Mumbai civic body polls. Can't
people see through this,” he said.

RJD MP Manoj Jha said, “Our
party had some fundamental
questions which remain. Till 1961-
62, there was 'One Nation, One
Election'... It stopped because one
party had dominance, and the
dominance was challenged in
some regions. The chain was bro-
ken... In some states, multiple
elections had tobe held withinfive
years as governments collapsed.
Now, what will the arrangement
be... If governments can’t be
formed in states, there may be
proxy governments through the
Governor or President till the next
elections. Or elections may be held
again, and if that happens, the
chain will be broken.”

AIMIM’s Asaduddin Owaisi
said, “I have consistently opposed
'One Nation, One Election' be-
causeitis a solutionin search of a
problem. It destroys federalism
and compromises democracy,
which are part of the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution.”

AAP MP Sandeep Pathak
questioned how simultaneous
elections would be held when
even the Maharashtra Assembly
polls could not be held with
Haryana and J&K.

e Meet the doctors leading Kolkata protest

those who spearheaded a march
to press for the resignation of for-
mer Kolkata police commissioner
Vineet Goyal on September 3. It
was during this protest march that
young doctors carried a replica of
a human spine as a symbolic act
to protest police actions.

Originally from Jhargram,
Mahato completed his internship
and residency at SSKM Medical
College and currently holds an
MD inanaesthesiology and critical
care.

“In the face of our movement,

to remove the Kolkata CP, DC
North and two state health offi-
cials. We consider these stepsasa

- partial win for our movement. It
Secretary of State Antony Blinken

is ajoint victory of all of us. There
isnotone person whois the face of
this movement,” he says.

Kinjal Nanda, postgraduate
residency in microbiology at

" RGKar

He is probably the most easily
recognisable face of the protests.
ANorth Kolkata native, Kinjal has
also acted in movies such as
Hiralal (2018) and Byomkesh
Hatyamancha (2022). While he
has been accused of targeting the
ruling government, Nanda be-
lievesitis his familiar face and act-
ingroles that may have made him
an easy target.

“I'madoctor,and soare all the
others present here,” Kinjal, who
went to Kishore Bharati High

holds no interest for me.”

About the movement, he be-
lieves that the protesters have
done everything they could to co-
operate with the state govern-
ment.

“Mamata Banerjee spoke of
resigning from her position, but I
believe such tactics are more ef-
fective in other political crises. No
one is vying for her chair, and out
of respect for the position, we de-
cided to engage in dialogue. Even
in the future, if we are invited, we

will certainly attend,” he says.

Lahari Sarkar, resident jun-
ior doctor, RG Kar

Itwas Lahari,a third-yearjun-
ior doctor at RG Kar Medical
College, and Debashis Haldar, a
student of Calcutta Medical
College and a senior resident in
anaesthesia, who did most of the
talking on that rainy night of
September 14.

“I kept telling myself that we
have the people behind us. We are
fighting for the countless people
of Bengal. Sowhatif she’s the CM?
We cannot buckle under pres-
sure,” Lahari says.

Although she has never ac-
tively participated in political ral-
lies, she was part of the June 2019
protests against the assault of a
junior doctor at Kolkata’s at the Nil
Ratan Sircar Medical College and
Hospital.

Ever since the RG Kar protest
began last month, Lahari’s parents
callher every hour tocheckupon
her. “If I don’t reply, they get wor-
ried... They keep asking me why
am I rubbing so many people the
wrong way,” Lahari, a resident of
South Kolkata who got her MBBS
degree from Calcutta National
Medical College and Hospital,
says.

Debashis Haldar, student of
Calcutta Medical College & a
senior resident in anaesthesia

Debashis has been involved
in numerous protests involving
the medical fraternity in the past
—including the 2020 protests for
changes in the West
Bengal Health Department's
Covid policies.

One of the leaders at the fore-
front of the September 14 meet-
ing, Haldar, who has also partici-
pated in some television debates
on the protest, has also faced
trolling on social media.

“They call me names and I
have received a few threats too.
But that doesn’t worry me since
we are fighting the good fight,”

he says.

Rumelika Kumar, MD
(Community Medicine), All
India Institute of Hygiene and
Public Health

Soon after the second failed
meeting between Mamata
Banerjee and the doctors, a video
of Rumelika Kumar in tears and
hugging a fellow doctor
went viral. Soon, she got a call
from her mother, who chided
her for crying.

“She said I shouldn’t let them
feel they got the better of us,"
Rumelika, who hasbeenwith the
protest from the beginning, says.

She calls this protest a “peo-
ple’smovement”. “We have nor-
malised sexual violence against
women so much that something
like this had to happen for us to
wakeup”.

Amrita Bhattacharya, junior
resident, Vivekananda Institute
of Medical Sciences

The news of the rape and mur-
der snapped something inside
Amrita. “We've all been exposed
tosimilar conditions - we’'ve done
36-hour shifts, slept in on-call
rooms without doors,and walked
down the dark corridors of hospi-
tal. But we've never felt unsafe.
When this happened, something
stirred in me. It is yet to sink in,"
she says.

Asfakullah Naiya, third-year
postgraduate trainee in surgery,
RGKar

Asfakullah was on duty the
day the junior doctor’s body was
discovered in RG Kar. Coming
froma conservative business fam-
ily from the outskirts of the city
meant there was opposition to his
involvement in the protests. But
thatdidn’t stop Naiya, who felt the
cause was personal.

“I couldn't sit around doing
nothing," he says. "People are say-
ing that our protest is politically
coloured but the only colour we
have with us is the Tricolour...
Our intentions are transparent.”
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Atishi set to be swornin Saturday

Council of
Ministers yet to
be finalised

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 18

ATISHI IS likely to be sworn in as
the chief minister of Delhi on
Saturday with the Office of
Lieutenant Governor V K Saxena
on Wednesday proposing the day
for holding the swearing-in cere-
mony to the President and the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

While Arvind Kejriwal had
handed over hisresignationas CM
to Saxena on Tuesday evening,
Atishi has presented a letter stat-
ing she had been elected as the
leader of AAP Legislature Party.

A question mark over her
Cabinet, however, persists.

With Kejriwal resigning and
former Patel Nagar MLA Raaj
Kumar Anand leaving the Cabinet
and the party a few months ago,
there are now two vacant berths.

Party sources said that none of
the current Cabinet members will
be changed. “Gopal Rai, Kailash

|+

Atishi at a hospital to meet
the injured after a building
collapsed on Wednesday. P11

New Delhi: AAP national con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal will “live
among the people” after vacat-
ing CM's official residence at Civil
Linesin 15 days, AAPRajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh said on
Wednesday. He added that
Kejriwal would also give up all
other facilities such as security,
car, driver and staff.

A senior PWD official said,
"Officials usually get six to eight
months to vacate government
accommodation but politicians
usually vacate the houses in a
week or two... However, they can
stay for a few months."

Kejriwal will vacate official residence
in 15 days, give up security: Singh

Singh alleged that Kejriwal
had faced attacksin the past, par-
ticularly from BJP members."We
tried to explain to him that his
official residence is vital not just
for hisrole but also for his safety.
But he did not listen," he said.

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva said: “..Now, the
drama of vacating Sheesh Mahal
will take place... After that, his
nominated CM, Atishi, will re-
quest him (to not leave the offi-
cialresidence), but he will refuse,
leading to a drama of moving
into a small flat, slum area or
back to Kaushambi..." ENS

Gahlot, Saurabh Bharadwaj and
Imran Husain will remain. Atishi,
who holds 13 departments, will
become the CM, meaning there
could be some redistribution of
workload. One of the frontrunners
for the Cabinet berth is Kondli
MLA Kuldeep Kumar. For the sec-
ond minister, deliberations are
underway,” a party leader said.

“The selection gains signifi-
cance because before the
Assembly polls, the party wants
to give representation to mem-
bers from all communities keep-
ing in mind the track record and
efficiency,” the leader added.

As CM, Kejriwal did not have
any portfolio assigned to him.
Party leaders said this was un-

likely to be the case with Atishi.
“The top leadership has made it
clear that Atishi has to focus on
governance. Sheis expected tore-
tain key portfolios such as finance,
education, PWD and power.
While Arvindji will focus on poli-
tics and poll campaigns, the new
Cabinet has a lot of work to do,”
said a party leader.

AAP leaders say ready for polls, workers are
on ground — some caution ‘a lot has changed’

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI,.SEPTEMBER 18

AMID CHOOSING Atishi as the
chief minister-designate, the AAP
top brass is gearing up for Delhi
polls,incaseitis held in November
along with Maharashtra elections.
The party maintains that its work-
ers have already started working
on the ground and have no "fear
oflosing".

After announcing his resigna-
tion as CM, Arvind Kejriwal had
on Sunday demanded that the
Assembly polls be held in
November. On Tuesday, AAP sen-
iorleader Gopal Rai had reiterated
that AAP wants Delhi elections to
be held in October-November.
Delhi polls, however, are expected

Home Ministry
hands over

charge to
NDMC members

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 18

ADAY before the end of the tenure
of the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) on Wednesday,
the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) handed over the
charge to the newly-nominated
members on Tuesday. However,
key positions, including the post
of all four non-official members,
remain vacant.

NDMC, a 13-member coun-
cil, consists of elected officials
and non-official members. The
MHA nominates these members
for a term of five years. One MP
and two MLAs from the city are
part of the council as their con-
stituencies fall under the
NDMC's jurisdiction.

The elected members in-
clude Bansuri Swaraj, Member
of Parliament from New Delhi,
Arvind Kejriwal, former chief
minister and MLA from New
Delhi, and Virendra Singh Kadian
who is the Delhi Cantonment
MLA, as one-third of the Delhi
Cantonment’s area falls under
the council.

Two feared drowned
during Ganesh Visarjan

New Delhi: Two cousins are feared
to have drowned in Yamunariver
at Chilla Yamuna Khadar on
Tuesday night during Ganesh
Visarjan. The police identified the
deceased as Tushar (18) and
Vishal (21). “Divers and NDRF
teams are searching for the two
men,” a police officer said. While
four youths had entered the river
forimmersion, Vishal and Tushar
drowned, a senior officer said. A
missing persons case has been
lodged, said police. ENS

to be held in February 2025.
Notonly AAP, even Opposition
BJP’sleaders maintained that they
are prepared to fight early polls.
"We are ready for early elec-
tions because not only us but the
people also want to see Arvind
Kejriwalji as the CM... If polls are
held today or tomorrow, we are
ready... | don't see any fear of los-
ing," AAP Rajendra Nagar MLA
Durgesh Pathak said.
Kasturba Nagar MLA Madan
Lal maintained that party work-
ers are “very active on ground”.
“We are ready since day one be-
cause people choose youbased on
the work you have done...
Together, we will fightand win the
polls, be it this year or next."
"There will be no major
changes...Evenif someleadersare

not renominated, AAP will give a
chance to someone who is very
active in the party and on the
ground,” he added.

While in 2015, AAP had won
68 of the 70 seats, in 2020, it won
62 seats. The BJP had won eight
seats in the last Assembly polls.

Another AAP MLA, however,
said that though the party top
leadershipis seeking early polls, it
is “technically not possible”. “This
is nothing but a way to gain sym-
pathy... AAP is in majority (in the
Assembly) but in the recent past,
alot has changed on ground...who
areall going to get repeated isalso
abig question.”

Aseniorleaderadded, "We are
ready for polls in November but...
some are unlikely to be repeated...
No doubt, we get majority of votes

inthe name of Kejriwal but things
on ground have changed in the
lastone year..."

Meanwhile, AAP Malviya
Nagar MLA Somnath Bharti said
that all MLAs are in sync with the
top leadership's decision. A senior
AAPleader also said the party will
announce its campaign plans in
the next 10 to 15 days.

A BJP leader, meanwhile, said
that for both AAP and BJP, seeking
early elections is nothing but pos-
turing. “..Kejriwal is demanding
polls to gain sympathy because
the public sentiment is very fresh
now. After Diwali, pollution will
increase and continue for two
months... this will be major set-
back for AAP.. The BJP, meanwhile,
is saying it is ready for polls be-
cause its has no option..."

Adityanath launches projects
worth Rs 750 cr in Ghazmbad

NEETIKAJHA
GHAZIABAD, SEPTEMBER 18

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Wednesday
launched projects worth Rs 750
crore in Ghaziabad, while also dis-
tributing tablets and smartphones
toover 6,000 college students, ap-
pointment letters to over 10,000
people and loans worth Rs 327
crore to over 632 beneficiaries un-
der the MSME Innovative Scheme.

At an event held at
Ghantaghar Ramlila Maidan as
part of the scheme, Adityanath
handed over cheques to seven
persons for setting up industries
- from automobile to packaging
of sweet boxes. Among them, Rs
30 crore was given to a person
named Sanjeev Kumar Gupta for
manufacturing home appliances.

Further, 10 people were given

Yogi Adityanath in Ghaziabad on Wednesday. Express

Varsity dean
booked for

sexual assault
of student

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, SEPTEMBER 18

THE DEAN of a university in
Gatuam Buddh Nagar was
booked on Tuesday for allegedly
sexually assaulting a student.
Based on a police complaint
filed by the student's sister, the
dean was booked under sections
354 (assault or criminal forceona

nator called me and asked me to
reach the venue by 8 am. When I
reached here, I was told thatIam
going to get a job,” he said.
Kumar had on June 23 com-
pleted his six-month course as a
general duty assistant in
Ghaziabad under the Uttar
Pradesh Kaushal Vikas Yojana.

appointment letters on the dais
for jobs at private organisations,
with salaries ranging from Rs

ident of Ashok Vihar Loni Dehat
who got his appointment letter
as physiotherapy assistant at
Kanishk Physiotherapy Delhi, it
was a dream come true.
“Yesterday, a programme coordi-

Speaking at the event,
Adityanath said that soon, work
on AIIMS Ghaziabad will begin
and a proposal in this regard has
been sent to the Union govern-
ment. He added that the UP gov-
ernment is set to launch
Mukhyamantri Yuva Udyami
Yojana, under which interest free
loan of Rs 10 lakh will be pro-
vided to youths for setting up

75,000 toRs 12,000.
For Lokesh Kumar (23), ares-

womanwith the intent to outrage
hermodesty), 503 (criminal intim-
idation by an anonymous com-
munication), 506 (criminal intim-
idation) and 509 (acts, words, or
gestures that intend to insult a
woman's modesty) of the IPC.

Gautam Buddh Nagar
Additional Deputy Commissioner
of Police Ashok Kumar Sharma
said that while the matter was be-
ing probed by an internal commit-
tee of the college, the student's sis-
ter approached the police.

In her complaint, she alleged
that the dean had been sexually
exploiting her sister foralong time
and had even tried to stop her
from attending an international
conference. “Every time she tried
to disobey him, he threatened to
ruin her career,” she alleged.

businesses.

Taking on the Opposition,
Adityanath said that Congress and
Samajwadi Party have always
made promises but nothing has
been implemented on the
ground. “All Congress and SP did
was make big promises. But every
time they came to power, they
misused it, looted people and
never benefited anyone except
their family...,” he said.

“Aurangzeb's soul has entered
their bodies. All they want s to ex-
ploit youths and force business-
men to migrate,” he added.

Adityanath maintained thatin
the last seven years, Ghaziabad
has developed as a smart city,
which was not the case earlier.
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» Assistant Professors (Education for ITEP-08; Education for M.Ed.-
01; Commerce/Management-01; Mathematics-01; Theatre-01;
Physics/Computational Physics-01)

The above leaching positions, sdvertisad sarier vide Advl Mo CUPBR4-2505 (ot
13.08. 2024 ), are Moty withdrawn, and whoenmr had appled GGaens] hess o
nead nal apply again as ther prévious applicaiions will be consiclered
To apply onlie and o more detalls, visd websils wes,cup.sduin Regisirad
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CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF

RAJASTHAN, KISHANGARH

Reaccredited to Grade A++ by NAAC
Category-1 Status by UGC

Advt.: CURAJ/ R/ F.155/ Rectt/ 2024/ 1713 Date: 21.08.2024

Advertisement for the post of
Director (Research & Development)

Central University of Rajasthan invites applications in the prescribed formal
from the scientists with exceptional research profiles and eminent faculty
{Mentors/ Scientists/ Professor/ Professor emeritus) on contractual basis for
the postof Director (Research & Development) Superannuated Professor
may atso apply. Minimum Qualification, Last of Application Form, Experience,
Service Conditions and Emolumentsetc. will be as prescribed by the
University/ UGC/ Gol, which are available at university website
Www.curaj.ac.in. Registrar (i/c)

EAPRESS

dreers

Deccan Education Society, Pun
Fergusson College Campus, Pune - 411094

|{Correction [/ addition in the recruitment advertl&emant!

published on 22" August 2024 in daily 'Indian Express’ and |

Loksatta’ for the 4 posts of 'Principal’ in Grant-in-Aid|

colleges of D.E. Society Pune. Please refer to Point no. 2, Para

12in'Please Note': in the aforesaid advertisement.

(CORRIGENDU)
Last date of receiving application form : 15 days from
the date of publishing this advertisement.

Now read as : Last date of receiving application form :
3" October 2024 till 5.30 pm.

Secretary
Deccan Eduction Society, Pune

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF DELHI fSrsse

OFFICE OF THE DY. COMMISSIONER Sl

REMUNERATIVE PROJECT CELL
{25th Floor), Civic Centre, New Delhi-110002

PRESS E-TENDER NOTICE

Request for Proposal for operate and manage Cafeteria
services at MCD office, Patparganj, Delhi.

E-Bids are invited on behalf of Commissioner, MCD from eligible
bidders for allotment of Request for Proposal for operate and
manage Cafeteria services at MCD office, Palparganj, Delhi under
the jurisdiction of MCD in two bid system (Technical and Financial)
for a period of five years vide Tender NIT No. 1633 dt. 13.09.2024,
The Schedule of bids are as follows:- 1. Bid Download Start Date:
14.09.2024 at 09.00 AM onwards, 2. Pre-bid Meeting: 24.09.2024
at 3:00 PM Conference Hall at 20th Floor, Civic Centre,
3. Bid submission start date: 14.09.2024 from 09.00 AM
onwards, 4. Last date of Submission of E-Tender: 07.10.2024
upto 03.00 PM, 5. Opening date of Technical Bids: 08.10.2024
from 03.00 PM onwards, at R.P. Cell/MCD Dept. 25th Floor, Civic
Centra, For details visit MCDs website; www.mcdonlina.nic.inand
www.etenders.gov.in, Contact number- 011-23227514.

=

Assistant Commissioner
R.P.Cell/MCD

RO No. 3W/DPI/MCD/2024-25

h.C.E.Soclety s
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING & MANAGEMENT, JALGADN
Brhind 0AG, Cffics, KH 08, Julgean $25007 (MS3 | Phho, GEST) SI42008, T4 2600, F342053
[hipperniepd by AICTE, Mire Dallsi & Gowvi, of Malarasberg B W B.C.HM.U, Jalgaan)
INAAL Aooradibad

Application are invited for the following posts
in the Management Department for Academic Year 2024-25
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4 Mavwies Professor (NEA) | 08

For CQualifcatan & Experience required lorabyss post & odher delais pleass ralars Univesily
wabsite: www kocnmuacin or institute website: www coem, 86,00

Mr. N. G. Bendale

wulniil,

}“. CSIR-CENTRAL MECHANICAL
(=14l ENGINEERING RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Me (Council of Scientific & Industrial Research) B

Mahatma Gandhi Avenue, Durgapur - 713 209 (West Bengal)

No.: 04/118/2024-Rct. Date: 18.09.2024
Advertisement No. 04/2024

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
FOR THE POSITION OF PROJECT SCIENTIST /
PHDJEET-JHF I/ SRF / PRIN GIFA.L FRCIJEET ASSGEIATE 1
SENIOR FHC'JEGT ASSOCIATE / PROJECT AS SDEIATEE /
JUNIOR PROJECT FELLOW / PROJECT ASSISTANT

A Walk-in-interview will be conducted at CSIR-CMERI, Durgapur
during 30th September, 2024 — 1st October, 2024 io select
around 74 nos. of candidates for engagement under different
Projects purely on temporary basis as 'Project Scientist/Project-
JRF/SRF/Pr. Project Associates/Sr. Project Associates/
Project Associate/Junior Project Fellow/Project Assistant’
for PhD / Masters / Graduate / Diploma in various Engineering
and Science disciplines and to provide an opportunity of working
experiences in various R&D projects and to impart skill
development. For detailed advertisement and other information
such as, disciplines & vacancies, consolidated remuneration,
eligibility criteria, age, tenure, discipline wise date of Walk-in-
Interview, application form etc_, the interested candidates may
log on o the Instilute websile: www.cmeri.res.in = Opportunity —
Career = Vacancies — Advt. No. 04/2024.

Administrative Officer
Exlomertrasin EVCSIR CMER! CSIRCMERIDgp WPicsir_cman @/csinemien blogspod.com

ELCE Saciety's, ladgage

KCE - A Profound Academic Movemant

KCE Society's

Moolji Jaitha College (Autonomous), Jalgaon

* NAAC Reacoredited “A" Grado [CGEPA 115 + Websih

ADVERTISEMENT NO. (2/2024-25
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imanctioned by KR Nonth Moharashtra Universiy, Tobraon vide Leiter b
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¥ i L Organic Chemistry {VLSe =060 1 Phyvsics (VLS - 00 €12 Microbislogy (M.5c.)
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CM-DESIGNATE ANNOUNCES Rs 10 LAKH AS COMPENSATION

HIMANSHU HARSH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

FOUR PEOPLE died and 14 oth-
ers were injured after a building
collapsed in Bapa Nagar, Karol
Bagh, Wednesday morning.

According to police, they gota
call around 9 am regarding the
incident. Teams rushed to the site
in Prasad Nagar and found four
floors of a five-storey building
had collapsed and its residents
trapped under the rubble. It also
affected an adjacent building.

Afactory that made shoes for
women ran from the collapsed
building. Around 20 migrant
labourers, who worked in the fac-
tory, stayed in the same building.
Most of them were asleep when
it came crashing, said neighbours.

The Delhi Fire Services (DES)
reached the scene and joined the
rescue operation. Later, the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) was also called in.

By the end of a seven-hour-
long operation thatended at 5.30
pm, 18 people were pulled out.
“Since the lanes leading to the
spot were very narrow, the res-
cue operation was tricky...,” said S
K Dua, DFS Deputy Chief, earlier
inthe day. He said 50-60 firemen
from around seven stations were
involved in the operation.

The injured were rushed to
Ram Manohar Lohia and Lady
Hardinge hospitals. Of them, three
workers — Mugeem (25), Mujib
(18),and Mosin (26) —and Aman
(12),who came to visit them, suc-
cumbed to injuries. They were
from Khatnagar village, Rampur
district, UP. By evening, one per-
son was discharged, 11 others
were undergoing treatment and
two were in critical condition.

In the building next door,
where around 8-9 people lived, a
woman and her nephew were
injured when the second floor
collapsed. The reason for the col-
lapse is yet to be ascertained.
“The Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) has been asked to
clear the affected area as rescue
operations have ended,” said
DCP(Central) M Harsh Vardhan.

An MCD official said the area
falls under a ‘special area’ cate-
gory under the Delhi Laws
(Special Provisions) Act, 2006.
“The building was notfound ina
dangerous condition during the
pre-monsoon survey done by
the Maintenance Department.
Neither any new construction
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4 people killed, 14 injured as building
witha factory collapses in Karol Bagh

Around 20 migrant labourers of the shoe manufacturing factory stayed in the building. Praveen Khanna

was being done nor any building
material was found around the
collapsed premises,” said the of-
ficial. The building does not have
abuilding plan butis regularised.

Police filed a case under sec-
tions 106 (death by negligence)
and 290 (negligent conduct with
respect to pulling down, repair-
ing or constructing buildings,
etc.) of the BNS.

Delhi chief minister-designate
Atishi, who visited the injured at
RML Hospital, said the Delhi gov-
ernment would provide financial
assistance of Rs 10 lakh to families
of the dead. “I am in touch with
the Mayor... Legal action will be
taken against the building owner...
strict action will also be taken
against the building department
and other officials concerned
whose responsibility was to en-
sure if building bylaws were fol-
lowed or not,” she said.

She said a magisterial inquiry
was ordered into the incidentin
apostonX.

New Delhi MP Bansuri
Swaraj also went to RML hospi-
tal to meet the injured.
Questioning the delay in con-
ducting the MCD’s dangerous
buildings survey, Delhi BJP
spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor held the mayor responsi-
ble for the loss of life. “l had been
urging the Mayor to order a sur-
vey of dangerous buildings... but
she didn’t,” he alleged.

‘Wanted to provide mother, sister
a happy life’: Kin of 12-yr—01d victim

HIMANSHU HARSH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

SAVITA KUMARI (36) was
asleep in her second-floor
home at Bapa Nagar, Karol Bagh,
when a loud thud woke her.
Panicking, she and her sister-in-
law, Jyoti (27), frantically
searched for Jyoti’s son, Aarav —
they found him motionless un-
der a pile of rubble, with his
hand sticking out.

As Savita rushed to pull him
out, she realised she was bleed-
ing from the head. Jyoti sustained
injuries to her legs and back.

Soon, her sister Harpyari Devi
and brother-in-law Mahesh
Kumar, who lived in the same lo-
cality, came rushing to the spot
and helped the three get out of
the building. It was only when
Savita came out that she realised
what had happened — four
floors of the nearby five-storey
building had collapsed, affecting
her own building,.

Around 9 am on Wednesday,
a building housing a shoe-mak-
ing factory came crashing, bury-
ing 18 residents — several of
them migrant labourers work-

ASSAULT ON ACADEMIC AUTONOMY, SAY FACULTY MEMBERS

JNU to review special centres, teachers up in arms

VIDHEESHAKUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

THE JAWAHARLAL Nehru
University Teachers’ Association
(JNUTA) has condemned the var-
sity’s decision to form a seven-
member committee to review
the functioning of its special cen-
tres and called it an “assault on
academic autonomy”. A JNU of-
ficial, however, said there would
be no inference in the syllabi or
courses and it was only to under-
stand if the specialised centres
have been sanctioned as per the
University Grants Commission

(UGC) guidelines or not.

“The committee has been
given the broad mandate of re-
viewing courses, syllabi, faculty
strength, infrastructure etc. and
directed to submit a status report
inamonth. The notification hasn’t
provided any reason for the sud-
denneed for this ‘review’,” JNUTA
said in a statement Wednesday.

There are eight special cen-
tres — like the Centre for
Molecular Sciences and Centre
for Sanskrit Studies — which are
independent and do not fall un-
der any school in the varsity.
Established over the past 24 years
to promote interdisciplinary re-

Cong files police complaint,
claims ‘BJP and NDA

leaders threatening Rahul’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

SENIOR CONGRESS leader Ajay
Maken on Wednesday filed a po-
lice complaint against BJP and
NDA leaders for allegedly threat-
ening Rahul Gandhi, aimed at
jeopardising his security in the
wake of the polls in Jammu and
Kashmir and Haryana.

Maken filed the complaint at
Tughlak Road police station. The
complaint stated that the state-
ments intend to jeopardise
Gandhi’s safety and security and
also seeks to disturb peace, espe-
cially in view of the Jammu &
Kashmir and Haryana elections.

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra Wednesday ac-
cused Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and the entire RSS-BJP lead-

ership of encouraging a “well-
planned campaign” of making
statements inciting violence
against Rahul Gandhi and not tak-
ing any action on the matter.

“Israising the voice of crores of
Dalits, backward, tribals and poor
people of the country such a big
crime that BJP has started threat-
ening the Leader of Opposition
‘that his fate would be like that of
his grandmother'?” the Congress
general secretary said.

The Delhi Congress, mean-
while, held a protest against the
BJP with party workers and lead-
ers marching to the BJP head-
quarters in New Delhi.

Congress General Secretary
K C Venugopal, in a circular ad-
dressed to state party presidents,
called for massive protests in re-
sponse to the “threats” against
Rahul Gandhi.

—WITHPTIINPUTS

search and education, the centres
operate under a set of rules en-
shrined in the JNU Act, statutes,
and ordinances. They have their
own statutory bodies to oversee
academic matters, including
course design and syllabi.
JNUTA said the decision, an-
nounced in a notification issued
on September 11, undermines
JNU’s democratic and decen-
tralised model of governance. “All
academic matters, including
courses and syllabi, are approved
by these statutory bodies and sub-
sequently approved by the
Academic Council. Neither the
Academic Branch nor V-Chasany

NDRF personnel were part of the rescue operation. ANI

ing in the factory — under the
rubble. Four of them later died.

One of them was 12-year-old
Aman Khan. A class VII student,
from UP’s Rampur, he was visit-
ing his cousin in Delhi during his
school vacation. “He was a bright
student and wanted to be a busi-
nessman. His father passed away
in 2016. He wanted to provide
his mother and younger sister a
happy and prosperous life. He
was their last hope after his fa-
ther’s death,” said his cousin Md
Usman Gani Khan, 32.

Aman’s mother and sister are
yet to hear the news of his death.
Usman said the child last spoke
to them on Tuesday morning and

statutory power to appointaran-
dom committee to ‘review’
courses, syllabi and functioning of
any special centre, or for that mat-
terany school or centre,” the state-
ment added.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
aJNU official however, said, “(The
UGC'’s) NAAC has recently given
us strong comments over the spe-
cialised centres, stating that there
isa duplication of work of several
departments happening here.
This exercise is only to under-
stand who started these centres,
when they started, do they have
UGC-sanctioned posts or not. We
are making a status report to un-

told them he would return soon.
Three brothers — Mosin (26)
and his two brothers Sami (20)
and Sunny (25) — lived in the
building. While Mosin suc-
cumbed to injuries, Sami is in ICU
and Sunny is undergoing treat-
ment, said their neighbour and
friend, Mazhar Raza, 30. “Their
father died along time ago. They
are the only earners and support
of their mother,” he added.
Prince Gautam, who lives
nearby, said he was sleeping
when he heard aloud sound and
felt the bed shake “I rushed to
the terrace to find out that a
building near mine had col-
lapsed,” said the 23-year-old.

derstand the vision and mission
of these centres so that we can
strengthen them further.”

JNUTA maintained that the
administration’s decision could
lead to the erosion of academic
freedom. “The illegal imposition
of a random committee... is
nothing short of an attempt to
replace the autonomy of Centres
with a system of authoritarian
control, which can only do se-
vere damage to an educational
institution such asJNU,” its state-
ment further said.

The teachers’ association said
it would intensify protests if the
decision is not withdrawn.
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SKYWATCH

September 19
Generally cloudy sky.
Lightrain/ thunderstorms

MAX: 33

1.4°C below normal

MIN: 23

1.9°C below normal

Ahead of winter, graded plan
to tackle pollution sees changes

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

THE COMMISSION for Air
Quality Management (CAQM)
Tuesday tweaked the revised
Graded Action Plan (GRAP) —
enforced when air quality in
Delhi-NCRis expected to decline
— for the coming winter.

One of the major changes is
how GRAPis invoked. Previously,
actions under Stages II, lll and IV
of GRAP had to be invoked three
days in advance. Now, actions
will be taken merely "in ad-
vance... provided also that the
higher projected AQI levels are
likely to sustain for longer peri-
ods (say three days or more)”.

In May, the Principal Bench
of the National Green Tribunal
had pulled up the CAQM for not
invoking GRAP I despite the air
quality index breaching the 200-
mark and falling within the 201-
300 range for six consecutive
days that month.

In the revised schedule,
among the actions taken under
GRAP Stage 1 (when AQI is be-
tween 201 to 300), recycling of
construction and demolition
waste at appropriate processing

‘Lady Don’

held for murder
of Air India
crew member

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

KAJAL KHATRI aka ‘Lady Don’,
wife of jailed gangster Kapil
Mann, was arrested by the Delhi
Police Crime Branch in connec-
tion with the murder of an Air
India crew member in January.

On January 19, the airline
member, Suraj Mann, was going
to a gym near his residence in
Noida when three persons on a
bike opened fire at him. Suraj suc-
cumbed to injuries. His brother
was Parvesh Mann, a key mem-
ber of the Neeraj Bawania gang,
lodged injail in an MCOCA case.

Police found that Suraj did
not have a criminal history and
his murder was a fallout of ri-
valry between Parvesh and Kapil
Mann, a member of the
Lawrence Bishnoi-Gogi gang,
which began in July 2018.

An officer said Parvesh Mann
was behind the murder of Kapil
Mann'’s father; in revenge, Kapil
killed the former’s brother.

Police said Kajal also sus-
pected that Suraj used to help his
jail brother financially.

Additional CP(Crime) Sanjay
Bhatia said a team of the Crime
Branch (Northern Range) was
formed to trace Kajal, called
‘Lady Don’ by police.

The officer said, “Kajal Khatriis
wanted in a murder case and
there was a bounty of Rs 25,000
onherhead. OnJanuary 19, Suraj,
an airline crew staffer, was mur-
dered in Noida; he was the
brother of Parvesh Mann. Two
people were arrested in the case
and said they were directed to
carry out the killing by Kapil.”

Police said Kajal was part of
the conspiracy as she was Kapil
Mann’s partner and had been on
the run; both Noida and Delhi
Police were on the lookout for her.
“Kajal was handling Kapil's gang
in his absence,” said an officer.

HOMES DEMOLISHED IN 2006, RESIDENTS SAY ‘IT'S BEEN A LONG STRUGGLEFE’

18 years on, HC rules in favour of ]angpura slum

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

EIGHTEEN YEARS after a slum in
Jangpura Bwas demolished with-
out notice, the Delhi High Court
directed the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA)and Delhi Urban
Shelter Improvement Board
(DUSIB) to rehabilitate 43 of its
erstwhile residents.

For Ziaul Haque (49), one of
the 43 petitioners, it'sbeenalong
struggle: “It is a welcome judg-
ment for us. Half a dozen of the
earlier petitioners died, many
wanted to give up, but I asked
them to persist. We all are daily
wage labourers — some are rick-
shaw drivers, some whitewash
walls, run a paan shop or work in
cycle repair shops. My son and
daughter were born in the jhuggi
they demolished illegally.”

In its September 17 order, the
court of Justice Sanjeev Narula,

while directing their rehabilitation,
set aside a decision of DUSIB and
DDA fromJanuary 30,2015, deny-
ing the petitioners’ claim for relief.
Now, the DDA will have to pro-
vide alternative accommodation
to the petitioners as per its 2004
rehabilitation policy instead of the
more recent Delhi Slum and JJ
Rehabilitation and Relocation
Policy, 2015. The 2004 policy re-
quires slum dwellers to have doc-
umentary proof of their existence
at the site “prior to 31.01.1990 or
post 1990 but before December
31, 1998, till date of removal”.
The slum was razed on
November 8, 2006, by the MCD
and DDA without prior notice or
granting an opportunity of a hear-
ing to the dwellers. The petition-
ers, represented by senior advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan and
advocate Nisha Tiwari pro bono,
claimed over 500 families were
living at DBS Camp in Jangpura B
for more than two decades. Ziaul
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A protest staged by petitioners following the demolition.

said they protested at Jantar
Mantar in the winter of 2006 be-
fore moving the HCin 2007.
OnNovember 15,2010, the HC
had directed DDA and DUSIB to
carry out a survey to determine
their eligibility for rehabilitation.
The petitioners then appeared be-
fore the authorities with docu-
ments to substantiate their claim
of residence. However,in 2011, the
authorities concluded that no sur-

vey could be conducted as jhug-
gisdidn’'texist at the site anymore.

Incidentally, in 2004, a survey
of the areawas conducted by the
MC(D’s Slum and JJ (Jhuggi Jhopri)
Department, which was the
predecessor authority of DUSIB.

The dwellers then moved the
HC with a contempt petition in
2011.InNovember of that year, the
HC directed DUSIB to verify doc-
uments produced by the petition-

THE REVISED PLAN

M Strict restrictions on plying
of Delhi-registered diesel
operated medium goods
vehicles (MGVs) to BS-III
standards or below, in the
Capital, except those carrying
essential commodities/
providing essential services

Interstate buses from NCR states other than EVs/CNG/
BS-VI diesel not allowed to enter Delhi (excluding
buses/tempo travellers with All India Tourist Permit)

B GNCID to not permit BS-III
and below diesel-operated
LCVs (goods carriers)
registered outside Delhi, to
enter city, except those
carrying essential
commodities/ providing
essential services

facilities is no longer mandated.
Earlier, recycling of C&D waste at
an appropriate processing facil-
ity was mandatory but as per the
revised plan, the proper cover-
ing of vehicles transporting the
C&D waste is mandated with no
mention of its recycling.
Further, the use of anti-smog
guns in C&D sitesis tobe done in
proportion to the total area of
construction for the project.
Under GRAP Stage II(AQI301-
400), the schedule for regulated
operations of diesel generator
(DG) sets across NCR has been
tweaked toaccommodate DG sets
with 62 kilowatts capacity up to
800 kilowatts capacity toadaptto
duel fuel mode systems or retro-

fitted emission control devices.

For Stage Il1 (AQI401-500), the
revised plan has new additions
such as restrictions on plying of
Delhi-registered diesel vehicles
of a certain category. (see box)

Certain types of construction
and demolition activities will
face a strict ban. These include
major welding and gas-cutting
operations; cement, plaster or
other coatings and cutting/
grinding and fixing of tiles,
stones (except for minor indoor
repairs); waterproofing etc.

Under permitted C&D-re-
lated activities, a new exemption
has been made for telecommu-
nication services (only for non-
open trench work).

The building is 44 years old. Praveen Khanna

Structurally weak,
Odisha Bhawan set to
be demolished by Dec

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

ODISHA BHAWAN, located in the
heart of Delhi’s diplomatic area
and the oldest government-run
guesthouse, is to be demolished
by December, as the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC) has
marked it to be structurally weak.

The demolition of the 44-
year-old building, which is yet to
begin, has been pending since
2020, when a structural safety au-
dit of government-owned build-
ings was carried out by NDMC. It
was then that Odisha Bhawan
wias found to be structurally weak
and beyond repair. However, it
had continued to welcome guests
until a month ago, as the then
NDMC report had stated that it
should be demolished within two
to three years.

The Odisha Bhawan has 24
rooms, a restaurant and a gym.
Over the years, top dignitaries
from the Odisha government,
such as Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi, acting Chief Justice
of Odisha High Court, Chakradhari
Sharan Singh, as well as former
Governor Raghubar Das have
stayed here during their visits to
the Capital.

ersand passareasoned order. The
slum dwellers submitted docu-
ments again but to no avail. They
moved a second contempt plea.
In January 2013, DUSIB sub-
mitted in court only those with
valid ration cards issued prior to
December 31,1998, would be el-
igible for rehabilitation as per the
2004 DDA policy. In May 2013,
DUSIB said 43 residents were
deemed eligible. However, the
DDA challenged DUSIB's survey
on the ground that it didn’t ad-
here to the HC's directions issued
onNovember 15,2010, whereby
DUSIB had to consider DDA’s
concerns regarding commercial
use of the land by the petitioners
for hazardous plastic waste.
Ziaul said the objection was
based on the fact that several res-
idents were plastic scrap dealers.
The court then asked DUSIB
and DDA to work together to re-
solve the issue. On January 30,
2015, claims of all petitioners were

For staffers of Odisha Bhawan,
the decision is bitter sweet.

Praful Kumar Sahu has been
working at the Bhawan as a re-
ceptionist since 1990. “At first,
we felt emotional because a
building that has become our
home was going to be demol-
ished. But most of us are going to
retire within an year, so it does
not bother us anymore,” he said.

Jagish, who has been work-
ing as a waiter for 32 years, said,
“The Odisha Bhawan has lived a
full life... we want our state to
also have a grand bhawan. We
have heard that the new build-
ing will have nearly 100 rooms.”

Narahari Maohapatri has
been working as a member of
the housekeeping staff for the
last 28 years.

“No cracks are visible on the
walls because we have been re-
peatedly getting the building
painted...Butit's an old building...
It's the oldest Bhawan in Delhi
and is also among the oldest in
India. No new staff has been
hired ever since it was declared
to be structurally weak.”

He added that as all staffers
at Odisha Bhawan are set to re-
tire soon, they have been told
they can spend their remaining
time working at Odisha Niwas.

dwellers

rejected and they were declared
ineligible for rehabilitation as their
dwellings were being used to
‘store hazardous plastic waste’.
Ruling in the petitioners’
favour, Justice Narula held, “... the
aforenoted decision is arbitrary...
unjust... A holistic reading of the
DDA policy, 2004, reveals it was
designed to ensure displaced in-
dividuals, particularly those gen-
uinely residing in jhuggis, are pro-
vided alternative housing... There
is no substantial or credible evi-
dence to refute petitioners’ resi-
dential status... Notwithstanding,
the policy explicitly contemplates
rehabilitation even for those who
used their dwellings for both res-
idential and commercial pur-
poses...Lack of clear and convinc-
ing evidence to establish that
petitioners were solely engaged
in illegal hazardous waste activi-
ties, the petitioners should be
granted right of rehabilitation as
per prevalent DDA policy, 2004.”
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Vedas formed

basis of science,
says RSS chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

RSS CHIEF Mohan Bhagwat said
atabookrelease Wednesday that
the Vedas are synonymous with
the country, are the basis of
Sanatana Dharma, and that they
mention various early scientific
inventions that became the basis
of later science.

While saying that critics may
question why, say, the CT scanma-
chine is not mentioned in them,
Bhagwat asserted that many early
scientific achievements, like the
distance between the sunand the
earth, and the time light would
take to traverse between them,
were mentioned there, providing
an early basis for science.

He said that the Vedas and
their knowledge bring the world
together; that the seers went be-
yond the world of sensory percep-
tion to an exploration of the world
within. He added that the Vedas
talked about the well-being of the
whole world.

Exact definition of climate finance
needed, says Environment Minister

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

THE WORLD has to close the in-
equality gap between countries
on the issue of technology and fi-
nance to achieve the joint goal of
tackling climate change, Union
Minister Bhupender Yadav said at
the Renewable Energy Investors'
(RE-Invest) summit  in
Gandhinagar on Wednesday.

Highlighting that an “exact
definition of climate finance is re-
quired”, the Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change said that the goal of raising
$100billion annually hasbecome
outdated, from the point of view
of providing resources to develop-
ing countries. “India has always
said that there should be an exact
definition of climate finance for
increasing capacity building,” he
said.

Climate finance refers to in-
vestments that are needed to
tackle climate change by either

Union Minister Bhupender
Yadav in Gandhinagar on
Wednesday. X/@byadavbjp

mitigation or adaptation — pre-
ventive steps to reduce emissions
or preparatory steps to tackle its
impacts, respectively. This fund-
ing — local, national or transna-
tional — can be drawn from pub-
lic, private or alternative sources,
according to the United Nations
(UN).

Yadav’s remarks came aday
after Azerbaijan — the host

country of the 29th edition of the
Conference of the Parties
(COP29), the annual UN climate
summit — announced that it will
launch a new fund this year to
support developing countries in
their actions against climate
change. This year’s summit will
see negotiations on finalising an
agreement on climate finance
that will help developing coun-
tries fight climate change.

The developed nations, at
present, are obliged to raise $100
billion annually to support devel-
oping countries. However, as per
the Paris agreement, this ceiling
hastoberevised after 2025, hence
the negotiations on climate fi-
nance in the Azerbaijan capital,
Baku, later this year.

While addressing the plenary
sessionon ‘India’s pathway to Net-
Zero', Yadav said that developing
countries have to fulfil significant

needs, and thus, Common but
Differentiated Responsibilities
and Respective Capabilities
(CDBR-RC) principle must be the
basis for talks.

Yadav further said that even
though Indiais the third or fourth
largest emitter of greenhouse
gasses globally, its contributions
will still be lesser if the emissions
are seen from a per-capita per-
spective. He said that India is the
third largest emitter, despite ac-
counting for 17 per cent of the
world’s population.

“If we combine populations of
alldeveloped countries, emissions
from India would still be far lesser
in comparison,” he said. “That is
why developing countries always
say that they have significant
needs and thus Common but
Differentiated Responsibilities
and Respective Capabilities prin-
cipleis required...”

Advt. No. 03/2024

NATIONAL RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
-22, Zamrudpur Community Centre, Kailash Colony Extension
New Delhi 110048: Phone: +91 11 29240401-07

Website: www.nrdcindia.com

NRDC is a PSE under DSIR, MOST, Gol with a mandate to commercialize technologies emanating from
R&D Organizations, NRDC invites applications for the following posts:-

S. Location Post No.of = Remarks
NO. posts

Manager (Finance) 01 | Regular
Assistant Manager (MHI Project) 01 |

1. |Delhi Assistant Manager 01
Jr. Asst. Manager 01 Contractual
Jr. Asst. Manager (Publication) 01
Assistant 01

2. |Visakhapatnam |Jr. Asst. Manager 01  Contractual

Bhubaneswar |Sr. Manager 01 Regular

Assistant Manager 01 Contractual

www.nrdcindia.com.

New Delhi 110048.

For eligibility criteria and other conditions, please see the detailed advertisement on NRDC website

Candidates should send their applications by post or through email to jobs@nrdc.in within 21 days
from the date of publication of this advertisement to: The Manager (P&A), National Research
Development Corporation. 20-22, Zamroodpur Community Centre, Kailash Colony Extension,
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Ministry of Culture

Government of India

GANDHI SMRITI AND DARSHAN SAMITI
(Rajghat, New Delhi - 110002)

APPLICATIONS FOR GANDHI FELLOWSHIP
Applications are invited for the award of 'Gandhi Fellowship' to
work for various projecis of the crganisation that includes
survays, preparing report, attending meetings with concerned
officials. Applicants must be open to travel for their work with keen
aptitude. Certificates will be awarded to Fellows on completion.
Details of the Fellowship such as terms and conditions, eligibility
criteria, and application form are available on the GS0S website
www.gandhismritl.gov.in. Applications along with all relevant
documents should only be e-mailed in one single PDF file to
2010gsds@gmail.com onor before October 5, 2024, 11:59 PM.

For any query call 011-23392796 / 9717659097.
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Ration beneficiaries in Jharkhand to
register with facial recognition: Minister

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, SEPTEMBER 18

UNION MINISTER for Women
and Child Development (WCD)
Annapurna Devi Wednesday an-
nounced that the Central gov-
ernment has introduced a facial
recognition two factor authenti-
cation process for delivering
Take Home Ration (THR) in six
districts in six states including
Ranchi as a model project.
Devisaid that the THR scheme

will beimplemented in Ranchi by
the end of this month, where the
beneficiary's photo will be cap-
tured and a one time password
will be sent on their phones.

The Minister also said that on
paper, the Centre has also givena
go ahead to upgrade 2,500 mini
Anganwadis and also upgrade
Anganwadi centres, more than
30,000 in the state as ‘Saksham
Anganwadi’ or the Integrated
Nutrition Support Programme.

“The idea is that whenever a
beneficiary comes to get the THR

their picture will be captured
and then an OTP will be sent for
authentication. If this becomes
successful it will be replicated
throughout the country,” said
Devi in Ranchi.

Anganwadi workers showed
reluctance to the model project
on the scheme.

One Anganwadi worker said:
“There isa POSHAN tracker appli-
cation... However, we have to deal
with networking issues as well as
we lack training just to get the
data entered in the system.”
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EMPLOYEES’ PROVIDENT FUND ORGANISATION
&1 e, feeell (3T)/REGIONAL OFFICE, DELHI (NORTH)
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against the following institution-

Naraina Industrial Area, Phase-
2, New Delhi 110028

M/s Raj Vihar
Consultants Limited,

(DL/43401), 2/121, New Rohtak
Road, Industrial Area, Anand
Parbat, New Delhi-110005

Infra and

From 11/2021
to 03/2023

Public Notice

It is hereby notified to the general public that under Section 7A of the Employees' Provident Fund and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952,
which is a quasi- judicial process within the meaning of sections 227 and 265 of the newly enacted Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita (in place of sections
193 and 228 of the repealed Indian Penal Code), an inquiry is underway in the Court of the undersigned for determination of amount due

Name of Establishment and Investigation Name and Address of the concerned Competent

Provident Fund Number Period Employer/Director/Partner Authority
M/s Luna Export Private From 04/2014 1. Shri Narender Pal Singh, H-7, Green Shri Sahil Grover,
Limited, (DL/29562), A-16, t0 09/2014 Park Extn. New Delhi- 110019 Regional Provident

2. Smt. Satvinder Kanna, Flat no. 63 A/IC, Janak Fund Commissioner-II
Puri, Janak Cinema, New Delhi-110058

1. Mr. Pawan Sharma, 2/121 Harijan Basti
New Rohtak Road, Anand Parbat New| Regional Provident

Delhi-110005

In the light of the above, the attention of the general public is drawn to the fact that if anyone has any claim regarding non-deposit of Provident
Fund amount deducted from the salary in lieu of work done during the above mentioned period of operation of the above mentioned
establishment, then such person is advised to appear before the undersigned on any working day within 7 days from the date of publication of
this notice and present his legal side otherwise decisions will be taken by terminating the proceedings on the basis of merit.

Regional Provident Fund Commissioner- I1

Shri Sahil Grover,

Fund Commissioner-I1

Sd/-
[Sahil Grover]

Update Skills, Upgrade Future

e Inauguration of Skill Development Initiatives

Acharya Chanakya
Skill Development Centers

* Every year, 150 students from each college will receive
free skill development training.

+ 1.5 lakh young individuals aged 15 to 45 will be trained
annually at no cost.

e

SO0

women startups given financial

assistance under the Punyashlok
Ahilyadevi Holkar Startup Yojna

financial support for their businesses.

+ Maharashtra is progressing toward becoming the

leading state for women-led startups.

Watch live teleast on

L
NEWS

+ This scheme aims to empower women by providing

Eknath Shinde
Chief Minister

Hon. Prime Minister Narendra Modi

In Special Presence of

C. P. Radhakrishnan

Governor, Maharashtra State

Eknath Shinde
Chief Minister

Minister for Skills, Employment, Entrepreneurship and Innovation

—I Friday, September 20, 2024 m Swavalambi Ground, Ramnagar, Wardha I—

Devendra Fadnavis
Deputy Chief Minister

Mangal Prabhat Lodha

Skills, Employment, Entrepreneurship and Innovation, Government of Maharashtra

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Ajit Pawar
Deputy Chief Minister
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Simultaneous polls: How numbers stand in new House

Without Opposition on board in a significant way, the constitutional amendment Bill can fall in Lok Sabha

LALMANIVERMA,
ANJISHNUDAS

& VIKAS PATHAK

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

ON WEDNESDAY, the govern-
ment set in motion the ‘One
Nation, One Election’ proposal,
accepting the Ram Nath Kovind-
led panel recommendations re-
garding the same.

Out of the 47 political parties
which gave their opinion to the
Kovind panel on simultaneous
elections earlier this year, 32
supported the idea and 15 op-
posed it. NDA ally Telugu Desam
Party, which did not give its opin-
ion to the panel, told The Indian
Express that it supported the
move in principle.

All the 32 parties which sup-
ported the move before the
panel were either BJP allies, or
friendly towards the party.

Since then, the BJD has
turned against the BJP. Of the 15
who opposed the move before
the panel, five are parties outside
the NDA umbrella which are in
power in states, including the
Congress.

Before simultaneous polls
are implemented, the Kovind
panel suggested several consti-
tutional amendments that will

have to be cleared by Parliament,
while the creation of a unified
electoral roll will require ratifi-
cation from a majority of the
state legislatures.

Article 368(2) on amending
the Constitution states, “An
amendment of this Constitution
may be initiated only by the in-
troduction of a Bill for the pur-
pose in either House of
Parliament, and when the Bill is
passed in each House by a ma-
jority of the total mem-
bership of that House
and by a majority of not
less than two-thirds of
the members of that
House presentand vot- |

EXPLAINED

strength of 293 MPs. The govern-
ment will require 362 votes, or
two-thirds majority, in the Lok
Sabha if it turns out in full
strength, while the total strength
of the NDA is just 293.Only if 439
members are present and voting
in the Lok Sabha on the voting
day - and the remaining more
than 100 abstain — will the Bill
garner a two-thirds majority
with the NDA's strength of 293,
unless the government can con-
vince non-NDA parties
to backit.

This means that un-
less it can get Opposition
@ | partiesonboardinasig-
nificant way, the consti-

ing, it shall be presented

to the President who shall give
his assent to the Bill and there-
upon the Constitution shall
stand amended in accordance
with the terms of the Bill.”

After the recent Lok Sabha
polls, the parties that supported
simultaneous elections before
the Kovind panel account for 271
MPs in the Lok Sabha (including
240 from the BJP) - just one
short of a simple majority in the
Lok Sabha.

The NDA, including the TDP
and other parties who neither
supported or opposed simulta-
neous polls, has a Lok Sabha

tutional amendment
Bill can fall in the Lower House.

While the government is
somewhat better placed in the
Rajya Sabha, the numbers are
not comfortable enough to be
complacent. That apart, the Bill
must get passed in both Houses
with a special majority for the
constitutional amendment to be
successful.

The combined strength in
Parliament of the 15 parties that
opposed simultaneous polls in
the Kovind panel stands at 205
MPs. Of this, the INDIA bloc
members account for 203 MPs.
Together, INDIA bloc, including

ASSAULT ON ARMY OFFICER, FIANCEE IN ODISHA

Allegation serious, will be dealt
with utmost seriousness: HC

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, SEPT 18

THE ORISSA High Court Wednes-
day observed that the allegation
with regard to police atrocities on
an Army officer and his fiancee
shall be dealt with utmost seri-
ousness and the same shall be
taken toits logical conclusion.

Hearing a bail plea by the
Army officer’s fiancee, Ankita
Pradhan, who was arrested and
allegedly manhandled by Bhara-
tpur police in Bhubaneswar, the
bench of Justice AK Mohapatra
said the arresting officer has failed
to follow the procedure laid down
in Section 35 of the BNSS.

The court granted bail to the
petitioner furnishing a bail bond

0f%30,000.

As her bail plea was earlier re-
jected by a lower court, the HC
also observed “the learned mag-
istrate has failed to apply his/her
judicial mind and has acted in a
mechanical manner.” It stated that
taking into consideration the se-
riousness and gravity of the alle-
gation, itappears that “the allega-
tions are very serious in nature.”
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those parties which did not
make a submission before the
Kovind panel, account for 234
MPs in the Lok Sabha.

In the Rajya Sabha, the NDA
has 115 MPs, excluding the six
nominated members with
whom the ruling alliance has
121 MPs, and the INDIA bloc 85
MPs. If all members of the 250
members of the Rajya Sabha are
present, a simple majority would
be 125 and two-thirds would be
164 MPs. Currently, there are 234
Rajya Sabha MPs.

Inall, while 27 parties which
are part of the NDA are in sup-
port of ‘One Nation, One
Election’,including the TDP, only
the Naga People’s Front (NPF) is
opposed. All the 10 INDIA bloc
parties who responded to the
panel opposed the move. Of the
parties not attached to any of the
two fronts, six are in favour, and
four against.

Only two of the 32 parties in
support are national parties —
the BJP and the Conrad Sangma-
led National People’s Party
(NPP), which is part of the BJP-
led NDA and in power in
Meghalaya.

The 15 parties that were op-
posed include the remaining
four national parties recognised
by the Election Commission —

the Congress, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) and CPI(M). Of these 15,
the Congress, AAP, DMK,
Trinamool Congress (TMC) and
the CPI(M) are in power in
states; the others include the
AIUDF, AIMIM, CPI, NPF,
Samajwadi Party (SP), the
MDMK and Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi of Tamil
Nadu, the CPI(M-L), and Social
Democratic Party of India.

The BSP, however, which
now has just one MPin the Rajya
Sabha, has since changed its
stance to support the move.

Apart from the BJP and NPP,
the 32 parties which supported
simultaneous elections include
BJP allies All Jharkhand
Students’ Union (AJSU), Apna
Dal (Soneylal), Asom Gana
Parishad, Lok Janshakti Party (R),
National Democratic
Progressive Party (of Nagaland),
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (in
power in Assam), Mizo National
Front and United People’s Party
Liberal of Assam; JD(U), which
recently returned to the NDA
fold; Shiv Sena (a faction of
which is with the NDA).

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD),
which had been on “friendly
terms” with the BJP but is now
the saffron party’s primary op-

position in Odisha after the
Assembly polls this year, also
supported the proposal. Former
BJP allies Akali Dal and AIADMK
also favoured ‘One Nation, One
Election’.

The remaining 15 of the 32
parties in support are small, un-
recognised parties.

The parties which did not re-
spond to the panel were the
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (which
was in power till recently in
Telangana), IUML, National
Conference, new BJP ally JD(S),
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (the
ruling party in Jharkhand),
Kerala Congress (M), NCP
(Sharadchandra Pawar), R]D,
Revolutionary Socialist Party
(RSP), YSRCP; TDP and RLD (both
of which are BJP allies now, the
former displaced the YSRCP as
the ruling party in Andhra
Pradesh recently); Shiromani
Akali Dal (Mann); Rashtriya
Loktantrik Party; and Sikkim
Democratic Front.

The high-level panel on si-
multaneous polls sought opin-
ion from 62 political partiesinall,
of which 47 sent their replies, 15
did not respond, while voluntary
responses came from others.
Eighteen parties also held in-
person interaction with the
panel.

(Goa Raj Bhavan to preserve

ancient trees through Ayurveda
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI,SEPTEMBER 18

TO CELEBRATE the birthday of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
GoaRajBhavanTuesday launched
an initiative to protect and pre-
serve ancient trees across the
state.

Goa Governor P S Sreedharan
Pillai, in presence of Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant, launched the ini-
tiative — Prachin Vriksha
Ayurvedic Chikitsa — officials said.

Under this initiative, seven
fruit-bearing trees which are over
a hundred-year-old and steadily
decaying due to infections, have
been identified for Ayurvedic
treatment to restore their health
and extend their lifespan, Raj
Bhavan said in a statement. Over
15 herbs will be applied to these
old treesin three phases,inabid to
restore them, officials said.

According to Governor Pillai,a
majority of the world is still un-
aware of these traditional tech-
niques for treating and revitalis-

E-Tendering Tender Notice

Goa Governor P S Sreedharan Pillai and CM Pramod Sawant,
launch ‘Prachin Vriksha Ayurvedic Chikitsa’ initiative on

Tuesday. @DrPramodPSawant/X

ing trees through Ayurvedic treat-
ment. “So, it would be fitting to
showcase this special tree therapy
atRajBhavan, as partof an effort to
save and preserve old trees
through traditional methods. This
endeavour will inspire people,
particularly the younger genera-
tion, towards protecting and pre-
serving our natural heritage and
unique traditions,” Pillai said.
CM Sawant appealed to the

people to extend support in pre-
serving the heritage trees. “These
ancient trees — such as the
banyan, peepal, khejri... some
are even over 400 years old — are
facing the threat of extinction.
Some might not have even heard
of these tree species, and that is
why their preservationis crucial.
Action is required to protect
them before they disappear en-
tirely,” Sawant said.

‘LAND-FOR-JOBS SCAM’

Delhi court

summons

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

A DELHI court Wednesday sum-
moned former Bihar CM Lalu
Prasad and his sons, Tejashwiand
Tej Pratap Yadav,on October 7ina
money laundering case linked to
the alleged land-for-jobs scam.

The case pertains to Group-D
appointments made in the West
Central Railway Zone in Jabalpur
(Madhya Pradesh)when Laluwas
Railways Minister, from 2004 to
2009, allegedly in return for land
parcels transferred to his family
and associates.

Special Judge Vishal Gogne of
Rouse Avenue Court said: “In its
prima facie view, it emerges that
Lalu Yadav was ina position to fa-
cilitate public employment by
virtue of his position. Various per-
sons had parted with land parcels
for Lalu's family at cheaper rates
than prevailing market rates.”

“Lalu seems to have doled out
government jobs in exchange for
land parcels. Tejashwi had al-
legedly received shares of a com-
pany AK Infosystems at a pittance.
There is sufficient material on
record to gather use of proceeds
of crime. Similarly, the accused
persons whosold theirland hold-
ings can be viewed to have con-
sciously entered into this and gen-
erated proceeds of crime,” the
judge added.

While Tej Pratap Yadav was
not made an accused in the sup-
plementary chargesheet, the
court summoned him as well. “It
manifestly emerges that one of
theland parcels in Patna was sold
to both Tej Pratap and Tejashvi.
Thus, the possibility of Tej Pratap’s
involvement can not be ruled out
justbecause he didn’t receive any
shareholding, Itis difficult toleave
out one brother over the other.
Both were directors in the com-
pany. The court finds prima facie
that Tej Pratap was also in-
volved...” the court said.

Inits first chargesheet, the ED
had named former Bihar chief
minister Rabri Devi and her
daughters, Rajya Sabha member

Lalu, sonsin
PMLA case

File
Former Bihar CM Lalu Prasad

Misa Bhartiand Hema Yadav. Two
private  companies, AK
Infosystems and AB Export, had
been named as accused.
Hridyanand Chaudhary, a former
Railways employee, and Amit
Katyal, director of A K Infosystems,
were also named.

The ED had earlier alleged that
several land parcels were acquired
by Katyal, following which the
shares of AK Infosystems were
transferred to Lalu's family mem-
bers.The Delhi High Court granted
bail to Katyal on Tuesday.

The money laundering case
stems froma complaintlodged by
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), which filed a
chargesheetin the case earlier. The
(Bl hadalleged that Rabriand son
Tejashwi Yadav took control of AK
Infosystems in 2014 for just X1
lakh, at 310 per share when the
company had owned land worth
1.77 crore. According to the CBI
chargesheet, the company, in
2017, “suddenly” paid back ¥1.35
crore to the promoter-directorata
time which coincided with an
Income Tax raid on Lalu.

The CBI had earlier pointed out
that most of the candidates who
were selected were from a few
districts in Bihar “wherein Lalu
had political/ financial interest”.
Ofthe 117 candidates that the CBI
looked into, 113 were from Bihar.
Ofthese, 108 were still working in
the Indian Railways, the CBI had
claimed. According to the CBI's
first chargesheet, Lalu’s family had
acquired over one lakh sq ft of land
forX26 lakh when the then circle
rate put the cumulative value of
the land at over34.39 crore.

As MP BJP factional feuds spill into the open,
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PR 335948 Finance(24-25).D
IDBI BANK LTD.,
Goyal Parisar, India, Near Jalpan Hotel,
Saraiyaganj, Muzaffarpur -842001, Bihar

" PUBLIC NOTICE FOR AUCTION OF GOLD ORANAMENTS

Offers are invited for the public auction of the gold ornaments, pledged in favour of the Bank, for the purpose of
recovering the dues owed by the Borrower(s) to the Bank, as detailed below. The auction will be conducted at 2:00 P.M
onwards in the Bank's premises at IDBI BANK Goel Premises, Near Bharat Jalpan Hotel, Saraiyaganj, Muzaffarpur,
Bihar-842001 & of respective borrower/loan account on 25/09/2024

Name of the Description of
Borrower gold ornaments
& Address pledged

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR
AUCTION OF

GOLD ORANAMENTS

Branch
Location For
auction process

Account

No. Gross weight

in Grams.

1. gggg%;g Ranjeet Kumar Tikka 1 Pc 5.02 10% | 97768.00 | Goyal Parisar, India,
Mishra | Nathlari1Pc | 55 Near Jalpan Hotel,

Saraiyagan;,

| Necklace 1 Pc 19.72 Muzaffarpur -

| Locket1PC 3.19 842001

2.1 02946711 | ghiv Kumar | Ring2pc 5.46 10% | 42176.00 | Goyal Parisar, India,
00773607 | Rathore | Locket 1 Pc 27 Near Jalpan Hotel,

, Saraiyaganj,
| EarRing 3 Pc 4.08 Muzaffarpur -842001

Auction Date-25.09.2024

The auction shall be subject to the terms and conditions of the sale stipulated by the Bank, a copy of which shall be
displayed in the notice board of Muzaffarpur Branch from 19.09.2024 to 24.09.2024 and interested parties may
refer the same and interested parties may refer the same. A bidder participating in the auction shall be deemed to have
full knowledge of the aforesaid terms and conditions of sale. Last date of submission of the Bid is 24.09.2024.

Place: Muzaffarpur SD/- Authorized Officer IDBI Bank,

Date:19.09.2024 Muzaffarpur Branch
@fY, a9uiciol vd JadIlddl et
SIS HIDIE
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Tel. 7325058829  E-mail ; - vegfedranchi8 7@ gmail.com

e-TENDER NOTICE

Tender Notice No, vegfed/2024/Cld/Stra/02

Date : 13.09,2024
" EMD (in Rs.) Tender Fee ( for]

,:'lh Mame of Wark Moo of Dnit for each eold|  each eold
I £ storage | slorage)
Oiperation, Mamienance and Managament Palamu = |
of 5000 MT Cold Storape at vanous Crarhowa- |
| Drstrict lika- Palamu, Garhwa, Damka Dipnthka - 2 [£9 Re. 100K
2 2 " ] . =, | LR
{darmundi ), Dumba (Jamn b, West West Singhbhum -1 IR RN
Singhbhum, Saraikela-Kharsawan, Saraikela-Kharsawan- |
Jamiara tn Jharkhand Tamtara - |
2 Date of Pubheabton on websibe 14,040, 2024 at 1100 AM
2] Pro-bid Meeting . 20000 2024 ac 11:30 AM
4 Lust Dute & Time of submission of Bids .. 30092024 wpto 05404 FM |
Manamng Director, VEGFED, Ranchi
B & Adddiess of Offies |||1.-i1i1|g dth Floor, !":lx|1|,|p:_|]:||'| o= -.'--||'|'-|_'|:|Ii'. L
- Tender Building, Mear Singh More, Hesag, Hatin,
Jieca) . J Ranchi-834003 1 e |
| b |Name & Contact No. of Procurement Officer| Sabir Ansan 9939504012

7. Bid document with details terms and conditions will be availahle online on e-tendering Portal
htttp://JTharkhandtenders.gov.in from 14.09.2024 at 11:00 AM to 30.09,2024 upto 05:00 PM. Bid must
be submitted online only at the e-tendermg Portal hittp://Tharkhandienders. govin on or before
30092024, Tender fee and EMID will be recerved through online mode only. Bidders can usé internet
banking facilities for faster processing of Tender fee and EMD. Alternatively, bidders can use
NEFT/RTGS challan generated for the tender from hittp://Fharkhandtenders.gov.in portal: Technical bid
recerved online will be opened at 11:30 AM on 04, 10,2024,

8. Comigendum /Amendment ifany will be published only on the above mentioned we I::rhiln*.

5d/-
tAbhinay Mishra)
Managing Dircctor, VEGFED Lid., Ranchi

PR.NO.335927 Co-opretive(24-25):D

Open c-tenders on “Single Packel
Svsiem” through E-Tender nofice No
M 240 2 | _CHW-Misc  KGM_WP
are invited by St Divistonal Mechanical
Engineer (C&WY), N E. Railway,
Featnacar for and on behall of President
of India for the following work:- Name
of work @ "Heplacement of Watening
hydrant pipe line of Washing pit &
MMaintenance af Preain cover for Diraom at
Kathgodam station of [Zzatnagar
Division”™, Esnmared Value of work {Rs. )
RBs, 276730419, Earnest Money (Bs) !
F=o 55400.00, Cost of tender from-
MIL, Period of work- 90 Days from the
date of 155ue of LOA. Date and time
for chosing of E-tender @ (8, 1052024
at 15008 Hrs, ®  Tenderer may subimnil
their E-tenders online up v 1500 Hrs
o O 102024 & Please goto the Indian
railway websile www.ireps.gov.in o

see 1he -.:1'|1'|'||':-|-:'|._' details and 5.|.|,'.l|-|'|::||_LI'
sulbynnt the E-tender:
DBME (C&W), MLE. Railway,

Izalnagar

CPROMNech,-58

Thever travel oo rool and Dodd besards™

NOTICE FOR EXPRESSION
OF INTEREST (EOQI)

For Selection and Engagement of
Consultancy Services for Logistics
Market study and identification of
feasible Freight Terminals/other
facilities for increasing Rail coefficient
over East Central Railway.
East Ceniral Railway, Hajipur, invites
Expression of Interest (EQV) from reputed
and experienced consultanis for Seleciion
and Engagement of Consiftancy Services
for Logistice Market study and idenfification
of feasible Fremght Terminalsiother faciliies
for increasing Rall coefficient over East
Central Radway
Inferested ConsuMants having experiise in
commercial, lechnical & financial area may
approach fo the undersigned with their
budgetary quate for professional fees of
above consultancy works within 30 days
froen the date of publication of this notice,
Applications from interesied consuttants
should be submitted In the prescribed
format with supporting docuimanis onfing on
ECR porlal ecr.indianrailways.gov.in,
(Hajipur H.Q.>»Commercial>Freight
Marketing).
acope of work of consullant and application
format may be seen on website of ECR
ecrindianrailways.govin,
ECR reserves the right to accept or to reject
any orall the applicalions without assigning
reasons (herefore and no comaspondenca
shall be entertained in this regard

Principal Chiaf Commercial Manager/
ECRHajipur

1o

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL, SEPTEMBER 18

OVER THE past few days, fissures
have appeared in the BJP in
Madhya Pradesh, with the party’s
state president V D Sharma work-
ing the phones to get bickering
leaders not to air their grievances
in public, BJP functionaries have
told The Indian Express. This comes
when the BJP is facing rebellions
anddisgruntlementinitsranksin
poll-bound Haryana.

Among the areasin MP where
BJP leaders have publicly ques-
tioned each other are Chhatarpur,
the Vindhya region, and central
MP. These are the first signs of in-
ternal rifts coming into the open
inastate since the BJPbagged 163
of the 230 Assembly constituen-
cies last December.

In Chhatarpur, local leaders
have criticised Union Cabinet
Minister for Social Justice &
Empowerment Dr Virendra
Kumar Khatik over the appoint-
ment of his representatives in his
parliamentary constituency
Tikamgarh.

On Sunday, former BJP minis-
ter Manvendra Singh criticised

WESTERN RAILWAY-RAJKOT DIVISION
VARIOUS WORKS
E-Tender Motice Mo. 22 of 2024-25 date
13/09/2024. Office Address: Divsional
Railway Manager, {Engg.). Weslern
Raltway, Kothi Compound, Fajkol, Gt
360001, Websile: www.lreps.gov.in
Sr. Mo. 1: e-Tender No.: DRM-RJIT-2024-
25-E-51. Name of Work: Rajko! Division:
Repairs of height gauge and fencing in
various Lavel crossings under jurssdiction
of 56 Dhvisional Engnesas (East) Raykok
Approdimate NIT Cost: T 2 56,68 028 .67
Earnest Money: T 2.75,400.00. Sr. No. Z:
e-Tender No.: DRM-RJT-2024-25-E-52,
Mame of Wark: Rajkat Division - Providing
OH Tank at Surendranagar (2.5 Lakh),
Morbi (1 Lakh), Bhaliva (1 Lakh) and

Warnkarar (1 Lakh) e wilh Pipa ling
Approdimate NIT Cost: T 207,29 252 B3
Earnest Money: ¥ 2.53.700.00 For above
all tenders: Date & Time of Opening of
Tendear: 04/10/2024, 15:00 Hrs, 04

Like us on: B3 facebook comWestemRIy

Khatik over the list and partici-
pated in a press conference in
which thelocal head of the party’s
Scheduled Castes (SC) wing, Lal
Diwan Ahirwar, alleged that
“criminals who have murder
cases against them, who have
built houses on governmentland,
and have even been involved in
booth capturing have been made
representatives and are being
given protection.”

The BJP’s Chhatarpur MLA
Lalita Yadav weighed in on the is-
sue the following day, telling local
reporters that Congress turncoats
had become the minister’s repre-
sentatives. “Without even joining
the BJP, they are now representa-
tives of the MP. Those who were
raided (in an excise case) are also
now representatives,” shealleged.

Khatik defended himself dur-
ing a visit to Damoh on Monday.
“... If they can prove one accusa-
tion,[amready to face any kind of
punishment. I want to tell those
accusing me that they have come
into politics for themselves and
have not read Pandit Deendayal
(Upadhyaya). We areready to de-
bate with anyone in public..,” said
the Union Cabinet Minister.

Khatik alleged that he was fac-

ing criticism for stopping illegal
businesses. “I have beenin politics
for 29 years and the only reason
one person is troubled is that I
asked the administration to stop
theillegal business going on there.
Thisis why these accusations have
been madeinretaliation,” he said.
In the Vindhya region, ten-
sions have surfaced between BJP
leader Siddharth Tiwari who
switched over from the Congress
lastyear and Rewa MP Janardhan
Mishra after the latter criticised
Tiwari’s grandfather, the late
Sriniwas Tiwari, who was a re-
gional political heavyweightand a
former Assembly Speaker.
“Sriniwas Tiwari did politics of
terror, hooliganism, loot, corrup-
tion, and favouritism. His grand-
son has joined the BJP but the BJP
has not merged with him. If he is
part of the family, he should listen
towhat his grandfather has done,”
Mishra said last week.
Siddharth Tiwari said, “The
statements...are shockingand un-
fortunate. Such remarks should
not be passed about people who
have passed away... Someone who
has spent his whole life for
Vindhya, there are lakhs of people
connected on an emotional level

state leadership moves to contain fallout

to him.”

In central MP’s Raisen district,
differences have emerged be-
tween Public Health and Medical
Education Narendra Shivaji Patel
and Hoshangabad MP Darshan
Singh Choudhary. BJPinsiders said
Patel’s name featured after the
MP’s on an invitation for a recent
public event at a private school.
This “angered Patel”, said BJP lead-
ers, and the district education of-
ficer subsequently issued a notice
to the school.

Sharing the notice on X,
Leader of the Opposition in the
Assembly Umang Singhar on
Saturday wrote, “This raises the
question: Is this infighting and
jealousy among BJP ministersand
MPs?.. The BJP claims to be afam-
ily, but why is there so much in-
ternal strife that official notices
are being issued for such mat-
ters?”

BJP spokesperson Shivam
Shukla denied there was a wider
problem within the party.
“...There is no tussle among BJP
leaders. If there are grievances,
they will be discussed and sorted
out with the leadership...”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

‘Rocket that took off in 2014 is in space
now’: Dhankhar on Modi’s journey

RITUSHARMA
AHMEDABAD, SEPTEMBER 18

THE ROCKET that took offin 2014
is not in gravitational force any-
more but in space, said Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
while describing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘journey’.
Dhankhar who was presiding
over the three-day 4th Global
Renewable Energy Investors Meet
and Expo in Mahatma Mandir
area of Gandhinagar asserted that
interest in renewable energy “is
not optional but compulsive”.

Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhatr. Gujarat Government

“NarendraModi’s journey can
be described in three aspects. First
in 2014, he was like a rocket who
took off. The country was in a de-
spondent mood. His objective was
to generate an atmosphere of

hope and possibility. Secondly, af-
ter the rocket took off, it was un-
der the gravitational force... gen-
erating hope and possibility in
2019. In 2024, after creating his-
tory by becoming the PM for the
third time, the rocket is not in
gravitational force anymore, it is
inspace.The achievements, there-
fore, have to be astronomical,”
Dhankhar said on Wednesday.
Calling the country’s rise “incre-
mental”, Dhankhar said: “India is
no longer a sleeping giant...(but)
asleeping elephant on the rise”.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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CONSTRUCTION OF SPACE STATION ALSO APPROVED

Space programme boost: Govt nod

MIND YOUR SLOGANS

ADDRESSING A gathering at a book release event in the na-
tional capital on Wednesday, RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat was
greeted by the audience with “Jai Shri Ram” and “Bharat Mata
KiJai” slogans. He, however, began his speech with a word of
caution, saying, “See, everything has a place. Slogans also have
aplace. This isn’t the place.” The Sarsanghchalak’s viewpoint
was greeted with cheers by the audience.

SACRIFICE, SACRIFICE

THE SEAT-SHARING talks between the Congress and
Samajwadi Party for the upcoming bypolls in Uttar Pradesh
where 10 Assembly seats are vacant may take longer than ex-
pected. Insiders say after a stellar performance in the Lok
Sabha elections, both parties are full of confidence and un-
willing to back down. The SP was also eyeing the Julana seat
in Haryana for a senior leader’s son but it “sacrificed” the seat
after wrestler Vinesh Phogat chose it for her electoral debut.
Now, the SP leadership is hopeful of a similar “sacrifice” from
the Congress in the UP bypolls.

HARYANA DEBUT

WHEN BAHUJAN Samaj Party (BSP) national coordinator
Akash Anand, who is also seen as the political heir of party
president Mayawati, held his first solo rally for the Haryana
polls on Wednesday, he was carrying an iPad in which he had
pointers for his speech. Sources in the party said Akash, an
MBA from London, compiles the pointers himself. During his
speech, he placed the iPad on the dais and the outer cover had
election symbols of the BSP and its ally INLD oniit.

In Cong manifesto,
2,000 for women,
free treatment up to
25 lakh, caste census

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 18

THE CONGRESS Wednesday re-
leased its manifesto for the
Haryana Assembly elections an-
nouncing seven guarantees in-
cluding free medical treatment
upto 25 lakh, 300 units of free
electricity, 32,000 per month to
women, 100 square-yard plots to
poor families, restoration of old
pension scheme, alegal guarantee
for minimum support price (MSP)
on crops, and a caste survey,.
Releasing the manifesto,
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said the “Saat Vaade” fo-
cus on empowerment of
women, strengthening social se-
curity, secure future for the
youth, welfare of families,
houses for the poor, farmers’
welfare, and rights to
the backward classes
“We will implement
these guarantees and
that is why we have
named it 'Saat Vaade,
Pakke Irade’. Under first

Congleaders Singh Hooda
and Mallikarjun Kharge. P11

hanced toX10lakh”. The BJP gov-
ernment had enhanced the ceil-
ing for creamy layer from an X6
lakh to %8 lakh and introduced a
5 per cent quota for the OBC-B
category in Panchayati Raj
Institutions and municipalities.
Kharge said that to
strengthen social secu-
rity, the party has prom-
ised a%6,000 per month
pension for the elderly,
disabled, and widows,
and reinstating the old
pension scheme. He

head, we are promising DEZ%%E)N said that each house-
X2,000toeverywoman | HARYANA - hold will get 300 units
between 18-60 years of of free electricity. “We
age and LPG cylinders guarantee free medical

for X500. Modi ji's government
keeps increasing (LPG) prices,
but we will continue to reduce
them,” said Kharge.

The Congress promised 2
lakh permanent government
jobs and an addiction-free
Haryana. Kharge said: “The an-
nual income cap for 'creamy
layer’ for the OBCs will be en-

treatment up toI25 lakh foreach
family,” Kharge said. “Farmers
had been demanding a legal
guarantee for MSP. We have in-
cluded it in our manifesto.”

“In Haryana, once we form
the government, we will get a
caste survey done. We aim to
identify all the castes, where
they stand,” he said.

for Venus mission, Chandrayaan-4

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

THE UNION government
Wednesday approved four big-
ticket space projects, including the
next mission to the Moon —
Chandrayaan-4 — and the first
mission to the planet Venus. The
union cabinet also gave its nod to
the construction of Bharatiya
Antariksh Station (BAS), India’s
own space station, which hasnow
been made part of the Gaganyaan
human spaceflight programme.

Clearance to the develop-
ment of a reusable rocket, called
Next Generation Launch Vehicle,
or NGLV, was the fourth decision
related to space sector.

These approvals are in line
with the space agency’s Vision
2047,which envisages a fully func-
tional space station BAS by 2035
and landing human beings on
Moon by 2040. “All the missions

ISRO Chairman S Somnath
during a media briefing on
the Cabinet decisions, in
New Delhi on Wednesday. P11

are time-bound and there has
been good progress on all of
these,” Railways Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said while announcing
the cabinet decisions.

The Venus mission, tentatively
called Shukrayaan, would cost
X1,236 crore, with the Indian
Space Research Organisation

(ISRO) aiming for a March 2028
launch. This will be India’s first
mission to Venus and the second
toa planetary body, following the
2013 Mars Orbiter Mission. The
mission to Venus will study the
surface of planet, its dust and
cloud, volcanism, its atmosphere
and ionosphere, and its interac-
tion with the sun.

The Chandrayaan-4 mission,
which s supposed to bring back
samples from the Moon, will en-
tail a cost of 2,014 crore. As re-
ported by The Indian Express ear-
lier, Chandrayaan-4 mission will
use five different modules and
two different launches. The mis-
sion will also see docking and
undocking — two spacecraft
aligning and coming togetherin
orbit — that India hasn’t at-
tempted so far.

Follow-up activities on the
Gaganyaan mission, including the
setting up of BAS space station,
will require an additional cost of

Cabinet clears centre of excellence
for animation, visual effects, gaming

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

THE UNION Cabinet Wednesday
cleared the proposal of establish-
ing the National Centre of
Excellence (NCoE) for
Animation, Visual Effects,
Gaming, Comics and Extended
Reality (AVGC-XR)in Mumbai as
a Section 8 Company under the
Companies Act, 2013.

The Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce &
Industry and the Confederation
of Indian Industry representing
industry bodies will be partners
with the Government of India for
this project.

Setting up of an AVGC Task

Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw in New Delhi on
Wednesday. P11

Force in the country had fea-
tured in the budget announce-
ment of 2022-23.

Industry experts told The
Indian Express that this is a wel-
come move especially at a time
the industry is going through a

major shift in terms of the way
content is created, the kind of
content being made and the way
itis consumed.

Rajan Navani, Co-chair of the
Media and Entertainment
Council at CIl and Chairman of
JetSynthesys Ltd told The Indian
Express that the big levers driv-
ing the future of media are rap-
idly changing consumer behav-
iours, new age creator economy
and disruptive technology.

“At a time like this, the NCoE
will go a long way in mapping
the future and inculcating the
necessary skills needed for peo-
ple to participate in this large
global industry so that India can
capitalise on this shift that is
happening,” he said.

335k crore allocated for PM-AASHA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

THEUNION Cabinet approved the
continuation of schemes of PM-
AASHA Wednesday to provide re-
munerative prices to farmers and
control price volatility of essential
commodities for consumers.
According to an official state-
ment, the compensation of dif-
ference between MSP and
sale/modal price to be borne by
the Centre was “limited to 15% of
MSP” under the Price Deficit
Payment Scheme, one of three

components of the PM-AASHA.

“The total financial outgo will
be 335,000 crore during 15th
Finance Commission Cycle up to
2025-26,” it said. As per the exist-
ing PDPS guidelines, “The farmer
would be paid the difference be-
tween the MSP and the monthly
modal price/actual sale price sub-
ject to a maximum of 25% of the
MSP value based on MSP notified
for the year/season.”

“The Government has con-
verged the Price Support
Scheme (PSS) and Price
Stabilization Fund (PSF) schemes
in PM-AASHA to serve farmers

and consumers more effi-
ciently... PM-AASHA will now
have the components of PSS, PSF,
Price Deficit Payment Scheme
(PDPS) and Market Intervention
Scheme (MIS),” it said.

To encourage states to come
forward for implementation of
PDPS as an option for notified
oilseeds, the statement said, the
coverage has been enhanced
from existing 25% of state pro-
duction of oilseeds to 40% and
also enhanced the implementa-
tion period from 3 months to 4
months. FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

11,170 crore. The total budget for
Gaganyaan mission now stands at
320,193 crore. The extended
Gaganyaan mission will now see
eight missions, including the three
thatwere already planned for the
first manned mission.

“The full-fledged space sta-
tion is planned by 2035, but the
first station will be launched by
2028.Thereis alimitation of the
capacity of the launch vehicle, so
we have proposed till the first
module. The remaining will be
done once the NGLV comes up,”
ISRO chairman S Somanath said.

NGLVisdesigned to enhance
ISRO’s launch capacity from the
current 10 tonnes to the low
earth orbit to 30 tonnes. This
launch vehicle is one of the re-
quirements for setting up the
BAS. The project will cost38,239
crore and the first launch is ex-
pected to take place in 84
months. FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

Govt approves
24,475 cr subsidy

on P&K fertilisers

for rabi season

New Delhi: The Centre on
Wednesday approved the pro-
posal of the Nutrient Based
Subsidy (NBS) rates for
Phosphatic and Potassic (P&K)
fertilisers for rabi season for the
period from October 1, 2024 to
March 31,2025. As per an official
statement, the tentative budget-
ary requirement for the NBS is
estimated at 324,475.53 crore
during the rabi season 2024.
The Union Cabinet approved
a proposal of the Ministry of
Chemicals & Fertilisers for fixing
the NBS rates for the rabi season.
The move is aimed at ensur-
ing availability of fertilisers to
farmers at “subsidised, afford-
able and reasonable prices”. ENS

Scheme for tribal

groups gets outlay
of 79,156 crore

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet
Wednesday approved the
Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Unnat
Gram Abhiyan with a total out-
lay 0f 79,156 crore.

According to a statement, of
the total outlay, ¥56,333 crore
will be the Central share and Rs
22,823 crore States’. The initia-
tive, it said, will cover “around
63,000 villages benefitting more
than 5 crore tribal people as an-
nounced in the Budget Speech.
It will cover 549 districts. ENS

At first solo rally in Haryana, Akash Anand
targets Cong: ‘Anti-Dalit, anti-reservation’

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

ADDRESSING HIS first solo elec-
tion rally in Haryana, Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) No. 2 Akash
Anand Wednesday went after the
Congress, calling the party “anti-
reservation”,its chief Mallikarjun
Kharge a “sycophant” and senior
leader Rahul Gandhi a “traitor” to
the cause of Dalits.

At the rally in Jagadhri
Assembly constituency, Anand
claimed that Kharge, in a recent
statement, had ignored the role of
BRAmbedkarin the introduction
of affirmative action.

“Kanshiram ji had given a
name for such persons... If the

Congress president ignores the
works of Babasaheb despite him-
self belonging to the SC commu-
nity, then what is he to the
Congress?” the BSP national coor-
dinator asked. The crowd re-
sponded: “Chamcha(sycophant).”

Kharge had said that “the
Scheduled Caste Community got
reservation through Baba Saheb
Ambedkar’s Poona Pact” and
that later, Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and Mahatma
Gandhi continued the reserva-
tion policy. He was responding
in August to the Supreme Court
verdict on the sub-classification
of Scheduled Castes (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (ST).

Anand on Wednesday also
said that Rahul Gandhi, the Leader

X/@AnandAgsih:I;SP
BSP leader Akash Anand in
Haryana on Wednesday.

of Opposition in Lok Sabha, cam-
paigned for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions with a copy of the
Constitution but “went missing”
after the sub-classification verdict.
“He wentabroad (the US)and said
thathe will end reservation when

the situation is favourable for
him,” Anand claimed.

During aninteraction with stu-
dents at Georgetown, Gandhi had
drawn attention to thelack of rep-
resentation for Dalits and back-
ward castes in government. “We
will think of ending reservation
whenIndiaisafair place. And India
is not afair place,” he had said.

Anand also targeted the BJP,
though his rhetoric was much
milder when compared to his
speeches against the party in the
Lok Sabha election run-up. At
the time, his aunt Mayawati had
removed him as not only the
party’s national coordinator but
also her designated “successor”.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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Trump says Modi
to meet him during
US visit, calls India

‘big’ tariff ‘abuser’

LALITKJHA &
YOSHITA SINGH
WASHINGTON, NEW YORK,
SEPTEMBER18

FORMER PRESIDENT Donald
Trump has said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will meet him
next week during his upcoming
three-day visit to the US. While
the Republican presidential can-
didate slammed India as an
“abuser” on the issue of import
tariffs, he described Modi as a
“fantastic man”.

PM Modi will visit the US
from September 21 to 23.

Speaking Tuesday at his first
public appearance following the
apparent assassination attempt,
Trump said Modi will meet him
next week when he is in the US.

“So when India, which is a
very big abuser. He (Modi) hap-
pens to be coming to meet me
next week, and Modi, he's fantas-
tic.Imean, fantastic man. Alot of
these leaders are fantastic,”
Trump said, reiterating that India
imposes heavy tariffs onimports.

The former president revealed
the information as he spoke about
trade and tariffs while responding
toaquestion at a town hall meet-
ing in Flint, Michigan.

He went on to say, “These
people are the sharpest people.
They’re not a little bit back-
wards... You know the expres-
sion, they're at the top of their
game, and they use it against us.
But India is very tough. Brazil is
very tough... Chinais the tough-
est of all, but we were taking care
of China with the tariffs.”

“So we're going to do a recip-
rocal trade. If anybody charges us
10 cents, if they charge us $2, if
they charge us a hundred per
cent, 250, we charge them the

Trump at arally in Flint,
Michigan, on Tuesday. Reuters

same thing. And what's going to
happen? Everything's going to
disappear,and we're going to end
up having free trade again. And if
itdoesn't disappear, we're going
totakeinalotof money,” he said.

In New Delhi, when asked
about Trump's comment, the
Ministry of External Affairs did
not respond.

Modi will begin his trip with
the Quad Leaders' Summit being
hosted by President Joe Biden in
Wilmington, Delaware. The
summit will be attended by
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese of Australia and Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida of Japan.

Modi will then travel to New
York and address a mega com-
munity event in Long Island on
September 22. He will address
world leaders at the landmark
Summit of the Future event at the
UN headquarters the next day.

Modi's visit comes less than
two months before the US heads
into presidential elections with
Trump and Democratic presi-
dential nominee Vice President
Kamala Harris in the race for the
top job. The US elections will
take place on November 5. PTI

Remotely piloted plane
leased by Navy faces

‘technical failure’;
detailed report sought

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

ONE OF the two MQ-9B High-
Altitude Long-Endurance (HALE)
Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA),
leased by the Navy from the US-
based General Atomics (GA) in
2020, had to carry out a con-
trolled ditching at sea off Chennai
on Wednesday after it encoun-
tered a “technical failure” while
onaroutine surveillance mission.

The Navy had leased the two
RPAs from the US-based GA in
2020 in the aftermath of the
Galwan Valley clashesin eastern
Ladakh.

As per the Navy, the RPA was
operating from INS Rajali, Arakk-
onam near Chennai, and en-
countered a technical failure at
about 1400 hrs Wednesday
while it was on aroutine surveil-
lance mission.

The RPA, it said, could not be
reset in flight. It was navigated to
a safe area over sea and carried
out a controlled ditching at sea
off Chennai, the Navy said,
adding that adetailed report has
been sought from the Original
Equipment Manufacturer.

The development comesata
time when India is learnt to have
made significant progress in the
ongoing negotiations with the
US on various aspects of the deal
to procure 31 MQ-9B High-
Altitude Long-Endurance (HALE)

UAVs. One of them is to have a
greater percentage of indigenous
content in the UAVSs.

The MQ-9Bs, to be assem-
bled in India, will enhance the
ISR (intelligence, surveillance,
and reconnaissance) capabilities
of India’s armed forces. They can
also carry out precision strikes
on strategic targets in mountains
and the maritime domain dur-
ing long-endurance missions.

GAwill also establish a Com-
prehensive Global MRO facility
in India to support India’s long-
term goals to boost indigenous
defence capabilities, a joint state-
mentissued by India and the US
earlier had said.

During Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh’s official visit to
the US last month, India and the
US have agreed to advance pri-
ority co-production projects, in-
cluding jet engines, unmanned
platforms, munitions and
ground mobility systems, under
the US-India Roadmap for
Defence Industrial Cooperation.

The acquisition of the MQ-
9B—16 Sky Guardian and 15 Sea
Guardian HALE RPAs for the
Indian Armed Forces from the US
through the Foreign Military Sale
(FMS) route was cleared by the
Defence Acquisition Council in
June and was among the key an-
nouncements made in the de-
fence sector during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s State
visit to the US in June.

BJP fielded 7 Muslims in last 5 Haryana polls none won, but helped vote share in Mewat

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

IN THE last five Haryana
Assembly elections, the BJP
fielded just seven Muslim candi-
dates, none of whom won.
However, these nominees did
better than the Hindu candi-
dates who had previously con-
tested from these constituencies
in the Muslim-dominated
Mewat region in south Haryana,
with the party’s vote share going
up substantially,according toan
analysis of past poll results.

This indicates that the BJP, de-
spite its core ideology of Hindutva
and perception as a party not
aligned with minority interests,
remains a choice for Muslim vot-
ersinMewat. The party hasasub-
stantial voter base in the region
thatit successfully taps into when
it fields Muslim candidates.

In the coming Assembly elec-
tions, two of the ruling BJP’s 90
candidates are from the Muslim
community: Naseem Ahmed
and Mohammad Aizaz Khan.
While Ahmed will contest from
Ferozepur Jhirka, where more
than 80% of the voters are

Muslim, Aizaz Khan is contesting
from Punahana, where nearly
88% of the voters are Muslim.
Both these Assembly constituen-
cies are in the Muslim-domi-
nated Nuh district in southern
Haryana’s Mewat region.

In Ferozepur Jhirka, the 2009
Assembly polls saw the BJP’s
Hindu candidate win just 5.29%
of the vote share. But in 2014,
when the party fielded a Muslim
leader from the state, it managed
to increase its vote share to
12.09%. That year, Naseem
Ahmed was the Indian National
Lok Dal’s (INLD) candidate and

Mohammad Aizaz Khan
(left) and Naseem Ahmed,
BJP candidates for the
forthcoming polls

he managed to win with a
29.47% vote share. In 2019,
Ahmed was the BJP candidate
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from the state and though he
managed to increase his vote
share to 32.4%, he finished sec-
ond behind the Congress’s
Mamman Khan who had a
57.62% vote share.

In Punahana, though the BJP
fielded a Muslim in the 2009
polls, the party got only 1.03% of
the vote share. In the 2014 polls,
another Muslim candidate in-
creased the party’s vote share to
21.67%, finishing not far behind
winner Rahish Khan who had a
29.56% vote share and INLD’s
Mohammad Ilyas who got
26.85% of the votes. In 2019,

when the BJP replaced him with
Nauksham Chaudhary, a Hindu
candidate, the party’s vote share
fell to 17.65%, with the party again
finishing third. Hoping for a re-
versal, the party has gone with a
Muslim face this time.
In the Nuh
Assembly seat, where
70% of the voters are
Muslim, the BJP fielded
a Muslim candidate in

"EXPLAINED

date but the vote share fell to
1.21%.1n 2009, when it fielded
Sanjay Singh, a Hindu, in this seat,
the vote share jumped to 19.61%
and it finished as the runner-up.
In 2014, Singh again contested
and bagged 19.75% of the
votes but failed to win. In
2019, the party fielded a
Musliminstead and man-
@ | agedtoalmostdoubleits
vote share to 38.55%, just

1991 but only managed

a 7.847% vote share and a fifth-
place finish. In 2005, the next
time it contested in Nuh, the party
fielded another Muslim candi-

behind the Congress at
41.77%. For the coming elections
though, the party has again re-
posed its faith in Singh.
On why the BJP’s Muslim

candidates were unable to win
in the past, the party’s minority
wing president in Haryana, Jaan
Mohammad, said, “Earlier
Muslims were associated with
the Congress and Indian
National Lok Dal. But now they
are coming close to the BJP. They
are receiving the benefits of the
welfare schemes without any
discrimination under BJP rule.
They will vote for the BJP in the
upcoming elections and the
party will win these seats.”

The Congress claimed the
BJP’s “anti-Muslim rhetoric” hurt
its electoral prospects.
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Assistant prof at Odisha
varsity suspended over
‘sexual harassment’

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, SEPT 18

AN ASSISTANT professor at
Odisha’s premier state-run
Utkal University was suspended
onWednesday over allegations of
sexually harassing a woman stu-
dent at his office chamber
in August. The action followed a
report by an internal complaints
panel, which had been formed to
probe the matter based on the
woman’s complaint. The profes-
sor did not respond to calls and
messages seeking a comment.
“In pursuance of the order
dated September 18 of the V-C,
Utkal University, which follows
recommendation of the Internal
Complaint Committee probing
the alleged harassment of a girl
student, (the professor) is placed
under suspension with immedi-
ate effect,” states an order issued
by the registrar on Wednesday.
The panel, comprising teach-
ers of the university and an exter-
nal member having expertise in
law, conducted meetings and col-
lected evidence before preparing
the report. The panel, inits report,
mentions prima facie evidence of

molestation against the assistant
professor, said a senior university
official. The suspended professor
has been asked not to leave the
premises without the permission
of the Vice Chancellor.

In a complaint to the sexual
harassment cell of the depart-
ment, the woman alleged that
around 2 pmon August 16, when
she had gone to collect a book
with the permission of the profes-
sor concerned, he allegedly mo-
lested her. She alleged that the
professor asked her to sit close to
him and touched her inappropri-
ately. When she protested “with
all my effort”, he allegedly “held
my waist tightly” and continued
touching her. She claimed when
she managed toescape, “he pulled
my legs”. She alleged he told her:
“Ifyouliked this then come again.
Iwill help you academically. If you
didn’t like it then don’t come, but
don’tdisclose it to anyone.”

On September 17, Odisha
Governor Raghubar Das, who is
the chancellor of the university,
intervened in the matter, and his
secretariat directed the vice-
chancellor to submit a factual re-
port and an action taken report
in the matter.

MP: Pvt school teacher held
for rape of 3-yr-old student

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

MADHYA PRADESH police have
arrested a 28-year-old teacherof a
private school in Bhopal for al-
legedly raping a three-year-old girl
student, police said Wednesday.

Police said the case came to
light when the mother of the stu-
dent approached police Monday
after the school management al-
legedly ignored her complaint.
Acting on the complaint, police
visited the school and arrested the
accused. The accused has been
booked under the BNS and the
POCSO) Act, police said.

Bhopal Commissioner of
Police Harinarayan Chari Mishra
said: “Police acted promptly on
the complaint filed by the mother
of the child and arrested the ac-
cused.” While CM Mohan Yadav
promised strictactionin the mat-
ter, the opposition Congress ac-
cused the BJP government of fail-
ing to protect children in the state.

“..Thisactis extremely shame-
ful and condemnable. The Chief
Secretary has been instructed to
constitute a special court for the
trial,” Yadav said in a statement.

State Congress chief Jitu
Patwari said that the state has
now become the country’s “rape
capital”. -WITHPTIINPUTS

AHMEDABAD HIT-AND-RUN CASE

Minor accused of mowing down
security guard let off to take exam

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, SEPTEMBER 18

AMINOR detained in connection
with a hit-and-run accident in
Ahmedabad’s Bopal area on
Saturday — leading to a 34-year-
old security guard’s death — was
reportedly let off by the Juvenile
Justice Board (JJB) for taking an
exam evenasamanhunt toarrest
his absconding father is on, said a
police official Wednesday.

The 17-year-old boy, whose fa-
ther is a builder, was driving a
Mercedes and had escaped from
the spot after the accident, said
police, adding that the car has
been taken in custody. The de-
ceased, Govind Singh, was on
night duty outside Shashwat

once heeded boycott call queue up to vot

BASHAARAT MASOOD
KULGAM, SEPTEMBER 18

AT A polling station located in-
side a government primary
school at Kashmir’s Kokpara vil-
lage, Waseem Ahmad (27) can
see signs of change. "In the past,
this polling booth would record
zero votes," says Ahmad, who is
unemployed despite finishing
his post-graduation. "But today,
you can see that almost half of
the votes have already been cast,
and it has only been four hours
since polling began.”

The booth falls in Bogam, a
Jamaat-e-Islami stronghold in
the Kulgam assembly con-
stituency. It was in this village
that the Jamaat-backed candi-
dates organised their first show
of strength — a huge poll rally at-
tended by thousands of people.

With the banned outfit back-
ing four independent candidates

Apartments in Bopal with his
brother Jaswant Singh (44)—also
the complainant —when the acci-
dent took place, said officers from
the Ahmedabad Rural police sta-
tion while quoting the FIR.

The boywas detained and pre-
sented before the J]B on Tuesday;,
however, was granted “bail im-
mediately by the juvenile courtas
he had to take exams”, said SPOm
Prakash Jat,adding that the boy is
pursuing BBA. The FIR says that
“the minor was driving the luxury
vehicle at high speed and lost its
control” subsequently hitting the
security guard. SP Jat, however,
said that police are also awaiting
the minor’s blood test reports to
ascertainifhe wasdrivinginanin-
toxicated condition.

On Saturday, both guards

in the first phase of polls, and 10
overall, itsimpact could be feltin
Kulgam as villages that once
heeded the call for election boy-
cott came out to vote.

The Kulgam assembly seg-
ment is locked in a triangular
contest between communist
leader M Y Tarigami, a consen-
sus candidate of the National
Conference-Congress alliance;
Jamaat-backed independent
candidate Sayar Ahamd Reshi;
and Peoples Democratic Party's
Mohammad Amin Dar.

Reshi’s candidature being
backed by Jamaat, however, has
divided its cadre. So much so that
some who turned up to vote were
just there to "teach himalesson".

A 32-year-old in the queue
explained the issue some Jamaat
supporters have: "This is the first
time [ have voted — and I haven't
voted for him. He shouldn't have
contested. All these years, they
have been preaching to us to
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Air pollution a risk factor for brain |ndia abstains
strokes, similar to smoking: Study

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 18

FOR THE first time, air pollution
has been found to be one of the
top risk factors for subarachnoid
haemorrhage, a particular kind
of brain stroke caused by the rup-
ture of blood vessels between the
brain and the tissues covering it.
Anew global study, published in
The Lancet Neurology Journal,
has found that about 14% of the
death and disability caused by
subarachnoid haemorrhage, or
SAH, in 2021 could be attributed
to particulate matter air pollu-
tion. This was similar to the risk
posed by smoking,.

SAH is one of the three main
kinds of brain strokes, the other
two being intracerebral haemor-
rhage and ischaemic stroke.
Intracerebral haemorrhage also
involves the rupture of blood ves-
sels but bleeding happens within
the brain tissue. Ischaemic stroke
is the most common type, aresult
of ablood clot or other blockage in
the blood vessels of the brain.

The risks fromair pollution on
brain strokes in general has been
known for quite some time, butits

Union minister
condemns attack
on journalist in US

New Delhi: Agroup of journalists
submitted a memorandum to
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Wednesday, seeking action
against Congress functionaries
for allegedly misbehaving with
a mediaperson in the US during
party leader Rahul Gandhi’s re-
cent visit to that country.
Vaishnaw said: “India Today
correspondent Rohit Sharma was
‘assaulted’ by Congress workers
in the US while interviewing
Indian Overseas Congress chair-
person Sam Pitroda.” Vaishnaw
demanded that Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge take ac-
tion in this regard. PTI

were onduty at 11:30 pm when
the victim went to a shop oppo-
site the society. Around 11:45
pm, the complainant “heard a
loud bang of an accident” and
went to investigate, said police.

“He found his brother Govind
Singh bleeding profusely from
head andleg,” said police. The lo-
cals informed that a car being
driven “at full speed, hit the
guard and drove off”, said police.
The victim was taken to GMERS
Sola Civil Hospital, where he was
declared dead.

Police had also moved a local
court in Ahmedabad to add the
name of the minor’s fatheras a co-
accused in the FIR, which was
granted. Later, when the police
team arrived at the accused’s
house, his father was absconding.

emergence as a main cause of
subarachnoid haemorrhage in
particular is a new revelation.

“Our study has made an im-
portant discovery. It has shown
that particulate matter air pollu-
tion is responsible for 2.6 million
healthy life years lost due todeath
and disability from subarachnoid
haemorrhage in 2021, which is
one million more than that from
smoking, another major risk factor
for SAH,” Professor Valery Feigin,
Director, National Institute for
Stroke and Applied
Neurosciences, Auckland
University of Technology, New
Zealand, and lead author of the
study said inan email response to
The Indian Express.

He said pollutants like PM2.5
damage the arterial cells, thus in-
creasing the chance of rupture.
“Just for the illustration of what
2.5 microns is — it is about 30
times thinner than a human hair.
Itis likely that these tiny particles
have an effect on the arterial cells
—damaging themdirectly orindi-
rectly (e.g,, viainflammation) with
resulting weakening of the arte-
rial wall and its rupture leading to
subarachnoid haemorrhage
(SAH),” Valery explained.

The study also revealed that

ENT IN JA

the risk of strokes from high tem-
peratures, or heat, had increased
by more than 70% between 1990
and 2021, highlighting the role of
climate change. It noted that inci-
dents of brain strokes, and deaths
caused by it, as a proportion of
population had reduced signifi-
cantly between 1990 and 2021.
This trend was visible in India as
well with deaths from subarach-
noid haemorrhage declining by
34%, those from intracerebral
haemorrhage coming down by
29%, and from ischaemic strokes
reducing by 13% in this period.
The absolute number of brain
stroke cases, however, were in-
creasing. The study found that 84%
of brain strokes in 2021 could be
linked to 23 ‘modifiable’ risk fac-
tors, meaning these risks could be
reduced or eliminated. These risks
included environmental factors
like air pollution, behavioural fac-
tors like smoking or diet choices,
and metabolic factors like body
massindex (BMI),blood pressure,
kidney function or cholesterol.
“The burden of stroke is in-
creasing in large part due to pop-
ulation growth and therise of age-
ing populations globally, but also
due to increasing contributions
from preventable environmental,

metabolic, and behavioural risk
factors,” Valery Feigin said.

Risk from high BMI had in-
creased by 88%, for example, and
that from blood sugar gone up by
32% between 1990 and 2021, the
study said. In 2021, the five lead-
ing global risk factors for stroke
were high systolic blood pressure,
particulate matter air pollution,
smoking, high LDL cholesterol,
and household air pollution. In
India, the top contributing risk fac-
tors were high systolic BP, partic-
ulate matter air pollution, poor
diet, kidney dysfunction, high fast-
ing blood glucose, high LDL cho-
lesterol and smoking, Valery said.

Professor Kalpana
Balakrishnan, Dean (Research) at
Sri Ramachandra Institute of
Higher Education and Research,
Porur, Chennai, said the linkage of
air pollution to brain stroke has
been uncertain till now, unlike in
the case of ischaemic heart dis-
eases of chronic obstructive pul-
monary disorders (COPD) where
the outcome of misclassification
or mediation pathways have been
better addressed through studies.

“This new attributable burden
for stroke is thus very significant
for both ambient and household
air pollution,” Balakrishnan said.

President Droupadi Murmu presents a degree to a student during the 18th convocation of
Malviya National Institute of Technology in Rajasthan’s Jaipur on Wednesday. Rohit Jain Paras

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 18

ECONOMIIST AND political ana-
lyst Dr Ajit Ranade, who was ter-
minated as the Vice Chancellor of
Gokhale Institute of Politics and
Economics (GIPE) on September
14, approached the Bombay High
Court on Wednesday seeking an
urgent hearing for a stay on his
termination. Though Ranade
wasn't granted an urgent hearing,
the matter is scheduled to be
taken up on September 22.
Ranade was issued a termi-
nation letter by Chancellor Bibek

from UNGA

YOSHITA SINGH
UNITED NATIONS, SEPT 18

INDIA ON Wednesday abstained
inthe UN General Assembly ona
resolution that demanded that
Israel bring an end, “without de-
lay”, to its unlawful presence in
the Occupied Palestinian
Territory within 12 months.

The 193-member General
Assembly adopted the resolu-
tion, with 124 nations voting in
favour, 14 against and 43 absten-
tions, including that by India.
Those abstaining included
Australia, Canada, Germany,
Italy, Nepal, Ukraine and the UK.

Israel and the US were
among the countries who voted
against the resolution titled —
‘Advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice on
the legal consequences arising
from Israel’s policies and prac-
tices in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and from the illegality
of Israel’'s continued presence in
the Occupied Palestinian
Territory'.

The resolution adopted on
Wednesday demanded that

vote onlsrael

“Israel brings to an end without
delay its unlawful presence in
the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, which constitutes a
wrongful act of a continuing
character entailing its interna-
tional responsibility, and do so
no later than 12 months from the
adoption of the present resolu-
tion.”

The Palestinian-drafted res-
olution also strongly deplored
the continued and total disre-
gard and breaches by the
Government of Israel of its obli-
gations under the Charter of the
UN, international law and the
relevant UN resolutions, and
stressed that such breaches se-
riously threaten regional and in-
ternational peace and security.

Itrecognised that Israel must
be held to account for any viola-
tions of international law in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including any violations of inter-
national humanitarian law and
international human rights law,
and that it “must bear the legal
consequences of all its interna-
tionally wrongful acts, including
by making reparation for the in-
jury, including any damage,
caused by such acts.” PTI

Gauri Lankesh murder case: HC
grants bail to four more accused

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, SEPTEMBER 18

THE KARNATAKA High Court has
recently granted bail to four more
accused in the Gauri Lankesh
murder case, citing a delay in the
progress of the trial. The order was
passed on September4 by abench
of Justice Vishwajith Shetty.
Bharat Kurane from Belagavi,
Srikanth Pangarkar
(Aurangabad, Maharashtra),
Sujith Kumar (Shikaripur,
Shivamogga), and Sudhanwa
Gondhalekar (Satara,

DAYS AFTER REMOVAL AS V-C OF PUNE’S GOKHALE INSTITUTE

Ajit Ranade approaches HC
seeking stay on his termination

Debroy after a fact-finding com-
mittee found that his candida-
ture does not conform to the es-
tablished norms set forth by the
guidelines of University Grants
Commission (UGC).

In light of his termination,
Ranade had said, “This is truly
unfortunate and a shocking deci-
sion. For the past two-and-a-half
years, | have been working dili-
gently and to the best of my abil-
ity, contributing to positive de-
velopments in the institute.
These results seem to have been
completely ignored".

The FFC recommendation as
quoted in the termination letter

to Ranade stated, "The
Committee, after careful consid-
eration, is of the opinion that Dr
Ajit Ranade's candidature does
not conform to the established
norms set forth by the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
guidelines. Itis, therefore, legally
untenable for him to continue in
the role of Vice-Chancellor, as his
appointment fails to meet the
requisite legal and regulatory cri-
teria for such a position.
Consequently, the Committee
strongly recommends the re-
moval of Dr Ajit Ranade from his
position as Vice-Chancellor of
GIPE, Pune.”

JaMmMU 8 KASHMIR ELECTIONS: PHASE 1 RECORDS 61% TURNOUT

Jamaat factor at play as J&K villages that

Voters at a women-only polling station in the first phase of
J&K Assembly polls, in Kishtwar district on Wednesday. P11

boycott elections, and now they
are contesting themselves.”

But Imtiyaz Ahmad (28),
who voted for Reshi, said exer-
cising their franchise is the only
way to resolve issues. "Over the
past decades, dynamics have
changed. There is no option left
for us but to seek remedy for our

problems through our vote,
through democracy,” he said. "If
he (Reshi) has realised this, it is
good for him and good for us.”
By evening, Kulgam had
recorded a voter turnout of 62.7
percent. It was 58.44 percent in
2014, and 61.59 percent in 2008.
The enthusiasm in Jamaat
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cadres witnessed in I(ulgam
however, was missing in
Pulwama, where the party is
backing independent candidate
Dr Talat Majeed.

Majeed is up against Peoples
Democratic Party's youth leader
Waheed Parra and National
Conference candidate and for-
mer legislator Khalil Bandh.

"It is essentially a fight be-
tween the PDP and the NC here,"
said a former Jamaat worker. "I
have not voted for the Jamaat be-
cause | feel they don't have a
roadmap for the future.”

But for the socio-religious
outfit, which came backinto the
electoral fray after almost four
decades, this is a good beginning,
said a former member who is
now part of the eight-member
panel that is running its affairs
and is engaged in talks with the
Centre. "The beginning has been
good. It will only improve in the
coming phases.”

Maharashtra) are the four ac-
cused who secured bail.

Lankesh was shot dead by
two men on a bike on the night
of September 5, 2017, outside her
house in Rajarajeshwarinagar,
Bengaluru. The SIT has identified
total 18 accused/ suspects, in-
cluding the mastermind Amol
Kale, shooter Parashuram
Waghmare, and Ganesh Miskin
who rode the bike. The accused
were booked under relevant
provisions of the Indian Penal
Code, the Arms Act, and the
Karnataka Control of Organised
Crime Act.

Cong: Sad commentary
on institutional decay

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

FOLLOWING AJIT Ranade’s re-
moval as the Vice-Chancellor of
Gokhale Institute of Politics and
Economics, the Congress on
Wednesday alleged that thereis
more to this than meets the eye
and that it was a “sad commen-
tary on how institutional decay
is taking place in an increasingly
illiberal atmosphere”.

Congress general secretary in-
charge (Communications) Jairam
Ramesh said that in February
2022,Ranade was appointed as V-
C of the prestigious Pune-based

institute and the “selection was
widely acclaimed”. “In September
2024, he got sacked on grounds
that he doesn’t have 10 years
teaching experience as per UGC
rules. Isn’t this strange? Surely, this
information was available to the
appointing authorities two years
back,” Ramesh wrote on X.

He also said that Ranade is a
“highly educated and accom-
plished personality with degrees
inengineering from IIT Mumbai,
management (IM Ahmedabad),
and doctorate in economics
(Brown University)”. “These aca-
demic credentials can’t be bet-
tered... he always maintained
his... integrity,” said Ramesh.

Despite ‘left in cold’, Kashmiri

e Pandits make a beeline to vote

Voting carried out at special Jammu booths for Kashmir seats

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 18

DESPITE NONE of the six candi-
dates from the Pahalgam
Assembly seat seeking his vote,
61-year-old ex-serviceman Triloki
Nath Bhat turned up in the scorch-
ing heat on Wednesday at a spe-
cial polling booth for the Kashmiri
Pandit migrants inJagti Township
on the outskirts of Jammu on
Wednesday to cast his vote.

“I do not have any expecta-
tions from any government. No
one has thought about us for the
past 35 years. The party which
forms the government after these
polls will also do nothing for us
and will try toreap political bene-
fits from the plight of migrant
Kashmiri Pandits,” he said.

Bhat said none of the candi-
dates visited Jagti Township — the
largest settlement of over 4,200

houses built for Kashmiri Pandits
in Jammu — adding that they
might have thought that the com-
munity does not influence the
outcome of the polls. “We get wa-
ter once in4-5 days and the qual-
ity of drinking water is so bad that
one can’'teven have abathwithit.”

The former Army man, who
migrated from Pahalgam to
Jammu in 1990, visited Kashmir
once in2019.Only one of his three
daughtersis employed in Kashmir
under the PM job scheme, while
the two never visited the region.

Bhat was among the over
35,000 migrant Kashmiri Pandits
who were eligible to vote for the
16 Assembly seats that went to
the polls in the first phase
Wednesday in four districts —
Anantnag, Pulwama, Shopianand
Kulgam - of South Kashmir.

Like Bhat, 20-year-old Shivam
Bhat and father Maharaj Krishan,
who cast their votes for the Dooru

Assembly seat, have a similar story
to share. A final-year graduation
student, Shivam was born in
Jammu in 2004, almost 14 years
after his parents migrated from
their home town. They admitted
none of the Dooru picks sought
votes but said that they were keen
to give a chance to someone who
may think about Kashmiri
Pandits, especially the large num-
ber of educated but unemployed
youth among the community.

A first-time voter, Shivam,
who was unaware about any con-
testant in his constituency, visited
Kashmir for the first time in June.

Rajesh Koul and Upendra
Krishan cast their votes at the spe-
cial booth for the Dooru and
Anantnag West seats, respectively,
asthey “didn’t want to waste their
fundamental right”. They hoped
some leaders would take note of
their plight which, they claimed,
has been “ignored by all”.
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DRDO WORKS TO MEET NEEDS OF ARMED FORCES

Put on fast-track: Psychological test

Mpox confirmed
in 38-year-old
Kerala man who
landed from UAE

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
SEPTEMBER 18

A 38-YEAR-old who landed in
Kerala last week from the UAE
was Wednesday diagnosed with
MpoX.

The youth was admitted to
the government medical college
hospital in Malappuram’s
Manjeri Monday after he devel-
oped symptoms of the disease.

Health Minister Veena
George Wednesday said the
samples collected from him
were tested at the virology lab at
government medical college
hospital in Kozhikode.

Isolation wards have been
readied at 14 hospitals in Kerala,
including medical colleges, to
tackle any escalation in situa-
tion.

The youth had reached home
at Othayi village in Malappuram
last week. After he developed
symptoms, he initially went into
self-quarantine at home.

Last week, a patient with sus-
pected mpox symptoms had
been admitted to Safdarjung
Hospital.

Karnataka CM:
Resolved to make
drug peddling
non-bailable

Bengaluru: Karnataka CM Sidd-
aramaiah said Wednesday the
government has resolved to
make drug peddling a non-bail-
able offence attracting a maxi-
mum punishment of life impris-
onment.

He announced the formation
of a Ministerial task force after
holding a meeting with minis-
ters and senior officials.

“We will bring in amend-
mentsif needed,” he said, adding
thatin case new laws have to be
brought in “we will do it.” Drug
offences should be non-bailable,
from minimum 10 years to max-
imum life imprisonment for
those indulging in drug ped-
dling, depending on the gravity
of the offence, he said.

Bengaluru accounts for 50%
of drug cases reported in
Karnataka, and Mangaluru 22%,
the CM said.

The task force, he said, will be
headed by the Home Minister
and comprise Health Minister,
Primary and Higher Education
Ministers, Social Welfare
Minister, Medical Education
Minister as members. The CM
said that responsibilities will be
fixed on SHOs, Deputy SPs, ACPs,
DCPs and SPs. ENS

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

FROM FRAMING a basic psycho-
logical assessment test for selec-
tion of Agniveers to the Armed
Forces and developing directed
energy weapon systems for kill-
ing rogue aerial objects to giving
statutory status to certification
bodies under it, the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) hopes to
complete a set of critical projects
this year, The Indian Express has
learnt.

Officials said the basic as-
sessment test being developed
will aid the psychological eval-
uation of Agniveers selected by
the Army, Navy and the Indian
Air Force.

It is expected to be adopted
by the Armed Forces this year it-
self as soon as the DRDO is ready
withit.

At present, the eligibility cri-
teria for prospective Agniveers
are specified educational quali-
fications that allow them to take

TH

an online common entrance ex-
amination. Those who qualify
subsequently undergo physical
fitness and measurement tests,
followed by medical tests before
a final merit list is drawn.

No psychological assessment
tests were conducted during re-
cruitment, either for Agniveers
or regular soldiers recruited
prior to the launch of the
Agnipath scheme. However, offi-
cers undergo a written examina-
tion and an interview by the
Services Selection Board, where
their psychological parameters
are assessed.

The Defence Institute of
Psychological Research (DIPR)
under the DRDO carries out re-
search in psychology for armed
forces personnel. Last year, a
DIPR-developed psychometric
test was tested on a trial basis for
Agniveer aspirants at a recruit-
ment rally.

Defence forces personnel
serve in difficult terrains for ex-
tended periods of time in isola-
tion and work conditions that
are highly stressful. A psycholog-

- MUMBAI FAREWELL

ical assessment test helps assess
the mental fitness and resilience
of personnel to be able serve in
such conditions.

Since the start of the
Agnipath scheme in 2022, an
Agniveer in the Army died of a
self-inflicted injury. In the Navy,
a woman Agniveer died by sui-
cide last year and in July this
year, an Agniveer with the IAF
died by suicide while on sentry
duty.

Aside from the test, granting
the Final Operational Clearance
of AEW&C- K for the IAF is also
among DRDQ’s priority list this
year, officials said.

Named Netra, the platforms
are used to detect and track en-
emy aircraft or UAVs, while en-
abling operators onboard and on
ground to identify, assess the
threat and guide interceptors to
take them out.

Currently, two AEW&C sys-
tems are being used by IAF for
various operations after they
were granted the Initial
Operation Clearance (I0C).

The DRDO s also prioritising

development of a 30 kW
Directed Energy Weapon (DEW)
system to target and kill aerial
objects. This is a niche technol-
ogy being tested and employed
by a handful of advanced mili-
taries.

In the backdrop of small and
advanced unmanned aerial ve-
hicles (UAVs) emerging as a sig-
nificant security threat, the sys-
tem uses concentrated
electromagnetic energy to com-
bat enemy assets.

Last year, Air Chief Marshal V
R Chaudhari had said India’s de-
fence industries need to push the
development of such advanced
weapons and integrate them
intoits airborne platforms to get
the desired range and accuracy.
He had said that DEWs, particu-
larly lasers, provide significant
advantages over traditional
weapons such as precision en-
gagement, low cost per shot, lo-
gistical benefits, and low de-
tectability.

The Army has also identified
16 tech clusters comprising sub-
ject specialists, each on certain

On the final day of Ganesh Chaturthi in Mumbai’s Chinchpokli, Tuesday. Around 2.1 lakh idols were immersed in Mumbai
over the 11 days of the festival this year, including over 37,000 idols on the final day, civic officials said Wednesday. A total of
2,09,021 idols of Ganapati, Goddess Gauri and Goddess Hartalika were immersed in the Arabian sea, lakes and artificial
ponds set up by the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation, officials said. Sankhadeep Banerjee

After Pune CA dies,

MANOJ MORE
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 18

EVEN AS the family of a 26-year-
old employee —whodied in Pune
— have alleged that “work pres-
sure” and long working hours
took her life, Ernst and Young
Services Pvt Ltd (EY), where she
had worked for four months, has
denied the allegation.

Anna Sebastian Perayil, a CA
who worked with S R Batliboi, a
member firm of EY Global, at
Yerawada in Pune, had died on
July 20 while undergoing treat-
ment at a city hospital. She was
admitted after she felt uneasy and
complained of exhaustion.

Her colleagues said they
were told she had died of heart
attack.

The incident came to light
only after a letter written by her
mother Anita Augustine to EY’s
India head went viral Tuesday.

In the letter, Augustine high-
lighted how her daughter was al-
legedly under extreme work
pressure, which affected her
health and ultimately led to her
death. She also highlighted the
“new environment” of the com-
pany which could “prove detri-
mental to the health of other
employees in future.”

The company, however, de-
nied that “work pressure” could
have led to her death.

“We have around one lakh
employees. There is no doubt
each one has towork hard. Anna

worked with us only for four
months. She was allotted work
like any other employee. We
don’t believe that work pressure
could have claimed her life,”
Rajiv Memani, EY India chair-
man, told The Indian Express.

The company also issued a
statement condoling the death.

“Annawas a part of the Audit
team at S R Batliboi, a member
firm of EY Global, in Pune for a
brief period of four months,
joining the firm on 18 March
2024.That her promising career
was cut short in this tragic man-
ner is an irreparable loss for all
of us. While no measure can
compensate for the loss experi-
enced by the family, we have
provided all the assistance as we
always do in such times of dis-
tress and will continue to do so,”
Memani said.

Memani said he has re-
sponded to the letter written by
Anita Augustine to himand prom-
ised all support apart from more
steps to improve the system.

Anita Augustine’s letter
said: “Anna worked tirelessly at
EY, giving her all to meet the de-
mands placed on her. However,
the workload, new environ-
ment, and long hours took a toll
on her physically, emotionally,
and mentally. She began experi-
encing anxiety, sleeplessness,
and stress soon after joining,
but she kept pushing herself,
believing that hard work and
perseverance were the keys to
success.”

for Agniveers, anti-drone systems

emerging technologies which
are ata conceptual stage. One of
them is DEW and counter-un-
manned aerial systems. In July,
IAF Vice Chief, Air Marshal AP
Singh, had said that impetus is
also being given in the fields of
directed energy weapons, close-
in weapon systems and mod-
ernising India’s aerial platforms
and surface-to-air guided
weapon systems.

Officials said the DRDO also
plans to prioritise development
of other key systems this year
such as standalone 1-km range
Anti-drone High Power
Microwave System to take out
enemy drones and the maiden
launch of the Long-Range Land
Attack Cruise Missile for the IAF.
There are plans to develop the
system for all aerial, naval and
land platforms.

DRDO plans to give statutory
status to regulatory and certifi-
cation bodies such as the Centre
for Military Airworthiness and
Certification and Centre for Fire
Explosive and Environment
Safety, officials said.

New publishing
centre, fellowships
from BlueKraft
Foundation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

BLUEKRAFT DIGITAL Foundation
has announced the establish-
ment of its new Publishing and
Knowledge Centre that coin-
cided with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s 74th birthday.

The Foundation has also an-
nounced the launch of the ‘Viksit
Bharat Fellowship’ offering a to-
tal of 25 fellowships aimed at
empowering both emerging tal-
ents, experienced and excep-
tional professionals, academics
and experts around the globe to
contribute to a meaningful nar-
rative about India.

The fellowshipis structuredin
three tiers - BlueKraft Associate
Fellowship, BlueKraft Senior Fello-
wship and BlueKraft Distingu-
ished Fellowship.

BlueKraft Digital Foundation
CEO Akhilesh Mishra said: “The
timing of the Viksit Bharat
Fellowshipis symbolic. It reflects
our commitment to celebrating
the vision of growth, inclusivity,
and progress that the PM em-
bodies through participatory ac-
tion, and what better occasion
than today.”

203 IPS officers may face action for skipping
mother alleges ‘work Special Foundation Course, warns Centre
pressure’, firm denies

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

THE CENTRE has warned the
States of strict action against 203
IPS officers, who have not at-
tended the Special Foundation
Course (SFC) at Dr MCR HRD
Institute  of  Telangana,
Hyderabad, so far.

Inaletter to Chief Secretaries
and DGPs, dated September 17,
under secretary D K Ghosh said,
“As intimated by the depart-
ment of personnel and training
(DoPT) of the Union govern-
ment, a Special Foundation

Course, other than Common
Foundation Course is to be con-
ducted for backlog officers up to
2022 batch... In this regard, it is
to inform that as per records
available with this Ministry, a to-
tal of 203 Direct Recruit IPS back-
log officers from 2018 to 2022
batch have not undergone their
Foundation Course so far.”
According to Ghosh, as per
the Indian Police Service
(Probation)Rules, 1954, if a pro-
bationers fails to obey any order
which he/she may receive from
the Central government or from
any other competent authority,
orifin the opinion of the Central
government, he has wilfully neg-

lected his probationary studies
oris guilty of conduct unbecom-
ing of a member of the service,
he/she may be treated under
Rule 11 (3)and 12 (c) and (d) of
the IPS (Probation) Rules, 1954.
After including 203 IPS offi-
cers from previous batches, there
are in total 443 officers. Among
IPS officers, as per data, there are
around 93 officers of other serv-
ices also from 2020 and higher
batches, and 350 from 2021,
2022,2023 and 2024 batches.
“...Itisintimated that the of-
ficer, who do not attend the
Foundation Course, who has
been nominated for the Course,
disciplinary action may be initi-

ated underRule-11(3)and 12(c)
& (d) of the Indian Police Service
(Probation) Rules, 1954,” he
added. He said the details of the
course; course coordinator, join-
inginstructions etc. will be sent by
the concerned institute to them.

“The expenditure to be in-
curred by officers to attend the
training including transit from
current place of posting to the re-
spective ATI and vice versa,
boarding and lodging will be as
per TA/DA admissible to them as
on official tour and will be borne
by the respective CCA (for
Central Civil Services)/Cadre
State/UT (for AllIndia Services),”
he said.

India could produce up to 9.2 lakh Terawatt hr
from blue renewable energy sources: INCOIS

ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 18

INDIAN OCEANOGRAPHERS
have mapped sites along India’s
coastline having potential to gen-
erate energy from blue renewable
sources like tidal waves and cur-
rents.

Researchers at Hyderabad-
based Indian National Centre for
Ocean Information Services (IN-
COIS) have developed an Integr-
ated Ocean Energy Atlas, which
was launched recently via video
conferencing by M Ravichandran,
Secretary, Ministry of Earth
Sciences.

The atlas has provided esti-
mated values of renewable en-
ergy which canbe generated from
either individual or by integrated
blue renewable sources from po-
tential sites along the coast. The
mapping was done for sites with
aresolution of 5kmx 5km located
along the country's Exclusive
EconomicZone (EEZ), which cov-
ers up to 220 km from the coast.

According to estimates, the
Indian EEZ holds potential to
generate about 9.2 lakh Terawatt
hour (TWh) from multiple blue
renewable energy sources.

Speaking about the need for
such an atlas, T Srinivasa Kumar,
director, INCOIS, said, “The off-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

shore renewable energy sources
like sun, wind, tides, etc. are not
only important but have re-
mained largely untapped. If we
are able to use them, it will signif-
icantly aid in the energy transi-
tion towards a blue economy.”
In order to tap these blue re-
newables, the first step is to
know what scope each of these
sources — sun, tides, winds,
waves, salinity gradient, currents
and ocean thermals across the
coastline and the islands offer.
To understand it, researchers
performed an assessment of po-
tential energy generation based
on past 20-30 years of data, ob-
tained from weather models, in-

situ (on-site) and satellites. “This
isanimportant productand astep
towards achievinganet zero goal.
The atlas will help understand
available energy potential sites,”
said Ravichandran.

This is a first-of-its-kind atlas
offering integrated and individual
assessment of blue energy re-
serves across India’s EEZ. “This
will be useful for industries work-
inginrenewable energy sector for
planning and decision-making,”
TM Balakrishnan Nair, head, Oc-
ean Modelling, Applied Research
and Services at INCOIS, said.

Anjali Mararis a
science communicator at Raman
Research Institute

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

RAPE-MURDER AT RG KARHOSPITAL

The delegation of junior doctors outside the West Bengal
secretariat, Nabanna, on Wednesday. Express

Second round of talks
remains inconclusive,
junior doctors to
continue ceasework

SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 18

AFTER A six-hour-long meeting
with the top officials of West
Bengal government, the junior
doctors Wednesday night said
ceasework would continue as
they received only “verbal assur-
ances” on their demands.

The junior doctors have been
protesting for over a month after
a trainee doctor was raped and
murdered at RG Kar Medical
College in Kolkata.

“While we appreciate the gov-
ernment's verbal commitments,
we are hopeful for awritten direc-
tive that formally acknowledges
our demands. Until then, we will
maintain our current course of ac-
tion,” Debashish Haldar, a mem-
ber of the junior doctors’ delega-
tion said after coming out of
Nabanna Wednesday night.

The junior doctors, under the
banner of West Bengal Junior
Doctors’ Forum (WBJDF),empha-
sised thatincluding the verbal as-
surances in the official minutes of
the meeting would have been a
“sign of good faith and commit-
ment” from the government.
Expressing disappointment that
their demands were not included
in the minutes of the meeting, the
delegation said they would dis-
cuss with their colleagues.

“We could not do the video
streaming of the meeting. Many
of our friends are protesting day
and night and are on the roads.
They couldn’t be here. So for
them, we wanted to include
their verbal assurance in min-
utes of the meeting. However, it
was not done... We understand

that government directives take
time, but they should have al-
lowed including their verbal as-
surance in the minutes of the
meeting. We lost all hope to-
wards the end (of the meeting).
We will wait till directives are is-
sued before deciding on our next
course of action. For now, the
cease work will continue,”
Haldar added.

The second round of talks
comes two days after a meeting
with CM Mamata Banerjee, fol-
lowing which the government re-
moved Kolkata Police Commi-
ssioner Vineet Goyal and senior
Health Department officials.

With the doctors continuing
their ceasework, they demanded
another meeting with the state
government over some “unful-
filled demands”. Agreeing for the
talks, Chief Secretary Manoj Pant
sent an invite to meet a delega-
tion of 30 junior doctors at 6.30
pm at Nabanna.

At the outset of the meeting,
Pant informed the delegation
that the directions of the
Supreme Court in its Tuesday’s
order will be adhered to by the
state Government within a stip-
ulated time frame.

At the meeting, a source said,
the senior police officers in-
formed the WBJDF representa-
tives about the details of the se-
curity audit of the healthcare
facilities being carried out by the
state government. The chief sec-
retary also requested the repre-
sentatives to resume their duties
immediately. According to junior
doctors, their demands included
the suspensions of more officials,
resignation of the state health sec-
retary and security in hospitals.

Clear emergency plan,
dress code in Odisha
policy for safety of
healthcare workers

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,SEPTEMBER 18

DRESS CODE and ID card for all
employees and workers, CCTV at
strategic locations and a control
room to monitor them, well-lit
and secure parking areas, and
regular safety audits — these are
among the measures suggested
to ensure a safe workplace for
doctors, medical students and
other healthcare personnel.

Odisha government Wedn-
esday approved the policy,
which emphasised on respect-
ful workplace culture and a clear
emergency plan. The move as-
sumes significance in the wake
of rape and murder of a junior
doctor in RG Kar Medical College
in Kolkata.

“Aclear emergency response
plan should be developed for all
health institutions, which may
include panic buttons, emer-
gency phones, mobile apps etc
to respond quickly to any threat
and in emergency situations. A
specific phone number can be
set-up in the main security con-
trol room to report any emer-
gency or security issue at any
time,” said the policy.

It suggested that the health-
care institutions should establish
a clear “incident reporting pro-
cess” ensuring confidentiality and
prompt action on reported inci-
dents.

“Any incident of violence
against medical students should
be promptly investigated by the

college managementand (an) FIR
should be lodged with the Police
within six hours by the Head of
the Institution. A detailed action
taken report onany incident of vi-
olence should invariably be sent
tothe NMCwithin48 hours of the
incident,” the policy said.

Allinstitutions should fostera
respectful workplace culture, ad-
dressing harassment, bullying or
discrimination, and promoting a
culture of inclusivity and respect,
it went on to say. “There must be
zero tolerance for any harassment
or bullying,” read the policy.

“Signage highlighting the pe-
nal provisions under the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita and the Odisha
Medicare Service Persons and
Medicare Service institutions
(Prevention of Violence and Dam-
age of Properly) Act, 2008 should
be placed in front of the healthin-
stitutions,” the policy said.

It has also asked SPs to take
immediate and appropriate ac-
tion in order to discourage peo-
ple from such activities.

The entry of the general pub-
licand vehicles is to be regulated
to stop use of health institution
premises for thoroughfare. “Only
two entry passes are to be issued
per patient, for attending the pa-
tient during official visiting hours
and attendants entering the ward
should be frisked by internal se-
curity guards to check for posses-
sion of any dangerous/objection-
able items,” it said, adding there
should be duty rooms and wash-
rooms for male and female doc-
tors and nurses in all wards.
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Frojacts of water body rejuvenation throuoh
WSHGE

FH e-Bus Seva; 400 e-Buses 1o be operational
seon In Bhubaneswiar, Cuttack, Sambalpur,
Rowurkola and Berhurmpor

Promoting Ease of Living: Five impartant
Municipal serdoes related to bullding plan and
trade licence motified wnder Odisha Right to
Publie Services Act, 2002

Calebration of State Level Local 5alt Govermment
Cray has been initiated and Foundation stone
laid Tar 136 Infragtructure development project
ot an invdstment of Bs 791.61 Crore. 22 Lakh
peocple to be benefitted across all cities
Completsan af 335 urban devslopment projects
at an investment of Rs 359 Crore were axpedited
and dedicated to the people of Odisha by
Ham'ble Chasf Minisbed an Auwgust 31, 2024
17 Lakh people benafitted across all citias

—a

Agriculture and Allied Sectors

= B B00 per guintal to be paid for paddy over
snd abdve the MEP undes “Samroedhs Kieshak
Yojana', around 20 Lakh farmers to be banefited
Cpecinl saturation drvs undartakon in the state

1o irsciuchs S eligible &M oul farmsre unoer PM-
KISAN, around 5 Lakh farmers to be bensfited

« B 1,084 Crore for revival of defunct lift
irrigation points

"Mukhyamantrl Kamadhenu Yojana' launched

"

18,000+ jobs to be crestod from 26 projects
worth about Ra: 5992 Crorme approved by
Giate Level Singls YWindow ChEarance Autrority
[ELEWITAY

FDI Park in State Capltal Region o imdustrios
ke automable, EY, Semecondiector, amnd 1T
saclorn

vy GaAFmERT Manulacturing Parks ot Wallbat
sl BRuinpar im Kearelha Dtrict 1o oradalie Paeoe
emiployrmanil oRorTEnibie

Mega food parks 1o he =0t up 10 Dromote reacy
te=mat and ready-ta-cook products
Eetnblisfiment of 11 new MSME parks and
enharcament of asiglirneg MEME pasiy

Muitl Modal Logletica Parka Tor Facilibaling trade
afvd logistice across B Key locatlons planned
under "Confect Odliha" chaime

Imehia®s firnt Ievtegrates Bilican Carblda
Manufacturing Fascility lsunchied sl Inlo Vallsy
EME DR a e s ar

tarlimgun ol 200 Acre dodicaton Samiconductor
Park al Aranpas nest Bhubaneswar

* 10 milllon sg T of plug and play space Tor ech
industrey, 50,000 new jobe (o e created in 11/

MTeS/Electranicy mamufacturing secior in next 5

Toweniships ol Kalimganagar InarEsgLda
Rourkels, Bhebarstwar, Jadatous, Keon|had and
Diamargoal

= Gopalpur Port being developad (o handle S0
HMMT cargo

Rural Development
= ‘Saty Bandhan Yolana': 500 new bridges to be
canstnescted o improsye rural connecthvity

= PMGSY-47 All-weather comnectivity o 1523
unconnectod habitations

= '‘Bikashita Gaon Bikashita Odisha’: R: 1,000
Crere for bullding rural Infrastrecture ang
grisuring holistic devalopmont

= Around 1 Lakh houaies compleled in last 100
days under PRAYIG]

= ‘Antyodaya Gruha Yojana': Housing for left out
o iR cimie Fouseholds with Budoelary supnort
af RS 100 Crore

= in last 100 days, Househald Tap Connection
o more than L2585 Lakh households orovided
through & combingllon of Mégh, Singkt Bnd

Solar Piped Water Supply projects _.j

_—

L mmam

Alocation of R4 DR Crore for the deweloprmant
of Graisiools Spodts, Mins Stadivms, Dhestret level
Coorte Acadermeps, state-of-the-art academmios
in hour zones of the stsle

Starts of (he arl multi-sports complex planned
in Sarmbiadpir

“Yuva Shakti Scheme' for nurturing youth
laadership and Yohuniesrism, footenmng cullure of

sports & sportemanship. BE 100 Crore allocated

- tar doubling the daily malk production in the 3
wtabe, mare than 18 Lakh farmercs to be benefited
= Mol signed wikth NODE for strengianing milk
cooperatives and bodsting millk production in
1 tho state. 1.5 Lakh dalry farmers to be benefited
Hh 1 i s Construction af the Sials-of-tSse-ar Hygienee
Wholesale Fish Marke! at Basta, Balasors
Higher Education = y Push For Renewable Energy
* Mall signed with the Ministry of Education, Puzh for Renewable Enengy for achieving national
Government of India to implament Pradhan Met Zero target
Maritrd LUchehatar Shiksha AbRivan (PM-USHA) . *Odisha Aks! hakti Blkas i aanchi
“In fine with NEP 2020, syllabus for 40 with an outley of s §13 Croe ’ -
undergraduate courses revised — - Mult Bl Yolana' 1o be
» To Imorowg nooess to higher oducation, 18 now | implemented in the state. Additional wabiity osp
r government colleges made operationsl in furcdina rooah "Sours Shakli Protsahana Yojana'
. ; ; ; uncovered blocks Boost to Trade And Industry E 2 y
Owrs is a Pegple’s Governmeant committed to realisation of the aspirations of 4.5 crore people of Odisha and the

Boost to Employment and Livelihood

Fassive Bechuitmenl Drlve 1.5 Lakh Government
job in 5 years. 65,000 posts 10 D Dilled up in
tha Tt two yasm and 30000 by Ceooiribe
LuNd4

0% horlzontal reservation o ex-Agnivesrs
.1|.'\.|1|‘h wilh 1 il @6 PLRLATIOE &ND BEnRmBTuGR
rrm plvyaeisl sty lewt hor soraitemssnt oy gl
traup 2 and 0 powte of the uniformmed Services
ol tha state

Lakfpat] Didie 25 Lakh Women 10 tum Lakhpati
Didis by 2027 Alocation of B L2 Crore for
GERETRTIMAG SUOMRGMIE ACTTIEE AN0 SRNRERCIFRD

the reach of SHG products

-

£

L wiars, ot & cost of R BSS Crore Tor afficism :"';":t" . e =
: : " i . CONNBETNG ariila
o ) g oo aos.| [ “ e, DR, et A Major Government of
, S Project with proposed Ayacut of 23,500 ha in * Construction of Workers' Hostels uncer India Initiatives
ubhadra tha § drought prona blocks of Nayagarh district Daen Dayal Karmacharl Miwas in incustrial « Becoid allocstan of L. WL SEE Crore for rallway

infrastieciuse m Odesha in 2024-25

Eight Mew rallway projects worth As 1,000

Crofre Ghoroved, Toousing on  unconnecisd

aspirational cisTRcts and Tribal aress

= Eh!l[IEI”" Hoad=-Muapars ool (158 km) nessy Ime

= Sarpegs-Bhalomoda (37 ) ey osulle e

= (FUMUIDUr-Therlzas [ 75 oom) e line

= Junagaeh: Mabarangpes [T .S mew ling

= Badarnpahad-Hentuharoaet (B2 ) new lne

= Bangrposh-Gorumahesan (B5.6km) mes line

= Mallangir-Fandurangapirsm via Bhadrachsizm
[(T7 3.0k mesadime

= Buchamara-Chakulis (B0km]) nesw ime

Threse more Vande Bharst Express traims 1o

improve connectivity of Odisha

= Bernampur = Tatansgar Vande Bharat Expsess
[via Kendujhargarh

= Rpuresia - Howrah Yande Bharat Express

= Hapur = Visgkhapatnam Vanos Bharat Expaess
(Connecteng Khariar Foed Kaniabanl
Titilagarh, Kesrnga and Rayagada m Odishal

Mew National Highway proects o improwe

road connectivity and spur economic growth

af the siato

+ Som-larse B0 kihn Bhubsnéswas-Pus Fegbwiy ot
an estimated cost of B 1800 Crode

o 200 km Chandikhale-Barbil at Ba 10,000 Crore

s Four-lene 54 km Khirda-MNMayagarh MNHE-5T
Ha 1,00 Crore

= FouranE 46 Wm Kelnge-Junaga® NH-Z5 &t
R 1,000 Crase

"
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

PART AND WHOLE

Southern states have powered ahead of others. It will need a
far-sighted politics to address imbalances, soften faultlines

VERTHE DECADES, there has been a remarkable change in the states driv-

ing India’s growth story. Once dominant states have seen a decline, while

others have emerged as economic powerhouses. A new working paper

from the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister has examined
these trends over the past six-odd decades. On the one hand are states like Uttar Pradesh,
West Bengal and Punjab. As per the paper, in 1960-61, UP contributed 14.4 per cent to
India’s GDP. By 1990-91, it had fallen to 12.6 per cent, and in the years after its bifurcation
it has declined even further. Similarly, West Bengal has seen its share fall from 10.5 per cent
to 5.6 per cent over the period. The state’s per capitaincome, once higher than the national
average, is now lower than it. Punjab’s economy, which had benefited from the Green
Revolution — its relative per capita income rose from 119.6 per cent of the national aver-
age in 1960-61 to 169 per cent in 1970-71 — has slumped thereafter. Its share in the GDP
has fallen from 4.4 per cent in 1970-71 to 2.4 per cent in 2023-24.

In sharp contrast is the growth trajectory of the southern region. After the 1991 re-
forms, the southern states have seized the opportunities that opened up and emerged as
“leading performers”. In fact, in 2023-24, these five states accounted for roughly 30 per
cent of India’s GDP. Alongside, the western states of Gujarat and Maharashtra have also
fared well during the period. These regions have a significant presence in the manufac-
turing and services sectors. For instance, the IT sector is largely concentrated in the south-
ernregion. These states also account for a fairly large share of factories in India as per the
Annual Survey of Industries. And most of the major exporting districts are located in the
southern and western states. However, even as the southern states have powered ahead,
they have seen their share in the divisible tax pool fall — from 21.1 per cent during the
award period of the 11th Finance Commission (2000 to 2005) to 15.8 per cent during the
period of the 15th Finance Commission (2021-26). In lower income states like UP, Bihar
and West Bengal, transfers from the Centre — which includes their share in central taxes
and grants in aid — account for a significant share of revenue receipts. While fiscal trans-
fers are meant to ensure uniformity of public services across regions, the dwindling share
of the southern states in tax revenue has emerged as a major faultline in Centre-state re-
lations in recent years.

The concerns of the southern states are not limited to the distribution of fiscal re-
sources. These states are also fearful of structural changes in the Lok Sabha following the
delimitation exercise which could see them ending up with a relatively narrower share
of seats. These challenges are set to deepen, if they are not addressed with a wise and far-
sighted politics. At stake is the poise and healthy functioning of the federal system.

T'WO YEARS OF CHEETAH

Creating a self-sustaining population in India’s forests will
require ironing out glitches, putting lessons to good use

WO YEARS AFTER cheetahs were introduced in Kuno National Park, Madhya

Pradesh, the country has atleast 24 of the big cats. These striped animals were

declared extinct from India in the early 1950s and the population in Kuno

could herald the revival of the species in the country. These, however, are still
early days for Project Cheetah. Many glitches will need to be ironed out and lessons of
the past two years put to good use before the project can be called a success. Today, all the
surviving African animals, introduced to kick-start the project, and their progeny, live in
acclimatising enclosures. Cheetahs are free-ranging predators. The test of their survival
is in the wild. Creating a self-sustaining population will require weaning away a signifi-
cant number from protective care. Kuno’s last free-ranging cheetah, seven-year-old Pawan,
reportedly drowned in mysterious circumstances in August — the eighth adult animal,
brought from Africa, to die since the project commenced.

Questions about breeding the big cat in alien conditions have dogged Project Cheetah
since its inception — India was home to Asiatic cheetahs, and not the African subspecies
that were introduced in 2022. The criticism was amplified after Pawan’s death. A Special
Investigation Team (SIT) constituted to probe the incident was disbanded in less than a
day. The National Tiger Conservation Agency (NTCA), the project’s nodal body, has not
yet given a convincing answer for this hasty decision. Experts have alleged that the episode
testifies to the persistent lack of transparency around Project Cheetah. NTCA has also
been called out for shifting goalposts in the past two years. Project Cheetah’s original goal,
“to establish a free-ranging breeding population of cheetahs in and around Kuno”, for in-
stance, has been diluted to “managing” a metapopulation through assisted dispersal.

Course corrections should be par for the course in any project that aims to create a
sustainable population of animals from scratch. But the problems ailing Project Cheetah
cannot always be termed as teething troubles. A large measure of these stems from the
authorities not giving adequate respect to expert opinion. Last year, for instance, a report
in this paper highlighted the NTCA'’s reluctance to take on board the views of the South
African and Namibian scientists behind the translocation. Studies have also revealed that
the forest department is under-prepared to deal with the ways of the African animal. In
the coming months, as Project Cheetah plans to move beyond Kuno to Gandhi Sagar
Sanctuary, also in MP, the NTCA has its task cut out.

THE HOCKEY DECADE

It has seen India’s dominance in the game in Asia
and aresurgence on the Olympics stage

ROUND THIS TIME 10 years ago, when India’s hockey team reclaimed the

Asian Games crown — the country’s first since 1998 — it felt like a seminal

moment. The medal came on the back of twin Olympics setbacks — failure

to qualify in 2008 followed by a last-place finish in 2012. However, few back
then would have predicted the title would mark the beginning of Indian hockey’s decade
of dominance in Asia and a resurgence on the Olympics stage. In the last 12 months alone,
India have added another Asian Games gold to their kitty, gone on to win an Olympics
bronze for the second time in a row and, on Tuesday, defended the Asian Champions
Trophy title by beating China.

[t must be tough for an Indian hockey fan not to feel giddy. The national team has gone
from strength to strength, improving in nearly all aspects of the game. In Asia, India’s
staggering rise has coincided with a collective fall in standards elsewhere, most notice-
ably in South Korea, Malaysia and Pakistan, where the sport has become a victim of the
financial crunch. In this context, for a nation with bigger global goals, India’s rise will be
judged not by how easily they beat Asian teams but by how consistently they win against
Australia and the European heavyweights.

There is vast room for improvement, however, for a team in transition after the Paris
Olympics. This presents an opportunity as well as a challenge. If they step up, India can
become a world force; if they slip up, all the gains could lead to nothing. The next target
for Craig Fulton’s men should at least be to reach the semifinals of the 2026 World Cup,
a feat they haven't achieved since winning the trophy in 1975. How well they do there
could also be an ideal marker to gauge whether India can upgrade their Olympics form
in 2028. After a decade of rise begins a period of consolidation.
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WORDLY WISE

One nation, one election is meant to concentrate
power, reduce political accountability

A CHAMPION IS SOMEONE WHO GETS
UP WHEN HE CAN'T.
— JACK DEMPSEY

, many problems

MANOJ KUMAR JHA

IN YET ANOTHER attack on the federal struc-
ture of the nation and its constitutional val-
ues, underpinned by deliberation and con-
sensus, the Union government has taken one
more step in its quixotic One Nation, One
Election journey. While the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment pays lip service to “minimum gov-
ernment, maximum governance”, its objec-
tive has been the maximum concentration
of power. The BJP tried to do so first by pour-
ing enormous resources into the election
machinery through the illegal electoral
bonds. It took money while being in power
from corporates with alleged instances of
quid pro quo. The whole arrangement
amounted to undermining people’s power.
After the electoral bonds scheme was
deemed unconstitutional by the Supreme
Court of India, the BJP-led NDA has decided
to double down on the One Nation, One
Election plank to again browbeat the ordi-
nary voter who wants choice in selecting her
political representatives.

It needs to be made clear that we need
elections because we need democracy.
Elections aid democracy in that they provide
arobust mechanism for choice and represen-
tation. But there is a whole lot more to
democracy than elections, such as spaces and
opportunities for deliberation, being account-
able to voters, and having the confidence of
the citizenry between the elections. However,
making elections the be-all and end-all of
democracy turns the people’s mandate intoa
five-year season’s pass where there are con-
ceivably no to low incentives for the govern-
ment to engage in meaningful debate and dis-
cussion or to be responsive to the voters’
requirements and aspirations. Crucially, there
is also a very real prospect of citizens being
burdened with an unpopular government,
with little recourse.

Well-meaning advocates — and more cyn-
ical supporters — of One Nation, One Election
point to many of the so-called electoral “re-
form’s” benefits. Let us take them one by one.

The first is the pace of governance being
retarded by the imposition of the Model Code

‘While there are some
upsides to conducting fewer
and shorter elections, they
can easily be achieved by
making the system more
efficient, instead of
overhauling or replacing it.
The downsides of One
Nation, One Election,
however, are numerous and
serious. One, dominant
parties at the national level
stand to gain an overall
advantage in simultaneously
held general and state
assembly elections. Two,
states may have to contend
with unpopular
governments when they lose
the trust of the people.

of Conduct (MCC). The Election Commission
of India (EC) should take proactive steps to-
wards modernising the MCC guidelines in
consultation with political parties and civil-
society stakeholders. A responsive and strict
EC can also very easily address this issue by
being proactive in monitoring the Centre’s at-
tempt to strategically target voters in states
going to the polls. It should also plan and or-
ganise the polling in fewer days for all kinds
of elections. Readers may recall that polling in
several states in the last general elections
stretched over an entire month.

Instead of pushing through so-called “big
bang reforms”, as is the wont of this govern-
ment, electoral reforms are better carried out
ina piecemeal manner. ACommission strug-
gling to conduct the existing system of elec-
tions efficiently should bite off only as much
asit can easily digest. One of the first steps the
EC can undertake is to cluster together more
of the state assembly elections. In sum, the
problem with holding “frequent” elections is
not so much to do with their frequency but
with the inefficiency with which they are
planned and organised.

One Nation, One Election folks also feel
that aligning all the election cycles will save
public funds. While this may be partially true,
we must remember that an inclusive, acces-
sible, and participatory system of governance
will have a cost. The somewhat idealistic
question to ask in this regard is: Can a coun-
try of India’s political and economic stature
not afford it? Must we cut corners and im-
poverish our famed and prized democratic
culture? The pragmatic question to ask, how-
ever, is: Should we not aim to reduce overall
election spending? The excessive amount of
money spent during the elections is many
times over the legal limits. What have inde-
pendent institutions like the EC or the
Supreme Court done about it in practical
terms? Again, the issue is not about saving
money but to regulate excessive spending.

While there are some upsides to con-
ducting fewer and shorter elections, they
can easily be achieved by making the sys-

tem more efficient, instead of overhauling
or replacing it.

The downsides of One Nation, One
Election, however, are numerous and seri-
ous. One, dominant parties at the national
level stand to gain an overall advantage in si-
multaneously held general and state assem-
bly elections. Two, states may have to con-
tend with unpopular governments when
they lose the trust of the people. This would
lead to a situation where democracy is made
subservient to elections, rather than the
other way round. We have elections to run
our vibrant democracy. We do not have to
tame our democratic cultures and desires to
adjust to the election calendar.

At the central level, it would mean a gov-
ernment that is sure of smooth sailing. This
could lead to an abuse of this security, by be-
ing unresponsive to the mood and needs of
citizens. As of now, the calculus of elections -
the need to reach out to various constituen-
cies, to listen to them, to convince them of
policies that may potentially affect them —
keeps the current government somewhatin
check. With most of the independent insti-
tutions undermined, this regime seems to be
responsive only to voters at the polling booth.
Elections are the only time the ordinary voter
is relatively immune to its unrelenting cen-
soring or hectoring. That almost all the opin-
ion and exit polls got the mood of the nation
wrong ahead of the general election is a tes-
tament to this reality. Despite all this, voters
went out and spoke their minds.

Atatime when the EC and Supreme Court
have either looked the other way or dragged
their feet on issues that continue to deeply
affect Opposition parties — trumped-up cases
against the leadership, misuse of agencies,
defection, breaking of parties, the list, alas, is
long — the idea of One Nation, One Election is
deeply ominous and must be resisted. The
nation must have elections, but she must
have democracy too.

The writeris Rajya Sabha MP,
Rashtriya Janata Dal

VINAY SAHASRABUDDHE

A HIGHER GOAL, A NEW PATH

As PM, Narendra Modi has motivated people to think big

AYN RAND ONCE said thatideas are the great-
estand most crucial power on Earth. Going by
the number of out-of-the-box ideas conceived
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the past
10 years, one is convinced about the place
ideas and new forms of thinking have in his
approach. As PM Modi turns 74, it is pertinent
to look at this aspect of his personality.

Progress and development have always
had a central place in PM Modi’s thinking.
Conscious of the huge expectations of the peo-
ple,Modi has reassured them with his simple
two-point agenda: Good governance and de-
velopment. However, a deeper analysis will
reveal three strands in his ideas-turned-slo-
gans-turned-programmes/schemes. The first
category is that of lofty ideals, appealing to
people to aim high and think big, accompa-
nied by an appeal to work towards the mis-
sion. The second strand is about conveying the
government’s approach to the people. The
third is public education.

He started with Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat, a project that later became a national
integration programme of the Ministry of
Culture. The beauty of this slogan lies in the
fact that it not only motivates people to work
for the welfare of India, but also reminds them
that national unity is a prerequisite for making
India shreshtha.

Right in the thick of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, PM Modi made a passionate appeal to
make India self-reliant, working for an
Atmanirbhar Bharat. During the challenging
time, his passionate appeal had an electrify-
ing impact, resulting in advancement of the
schedules for vaccine-related research. And

The other important strand
of ideas mooted by PM Modi
involves a thoughtful policy
approach. His slogan of Sab
Ka Sath, Sab Ka Vikas was a
reassuring promise of
democratisation of
development while
extending equal support to
all. He added two important
parts to this slogan — Sab
Ka Vishwas and later, very
importantly, Sab ka Prayas.
This also reflects his
conviction that national
development has to become
a movement of the people.

now, aspiring India is looking forward to be-
coming Viksit Bharat.

Another important term, “saturation”,
mirrors Modi’s vision for national develop-
ment. Underlying the aim of covering all ben-
eficiaries under a welfare scheme, the term s
also reflective of the principle of antyodaya
where the deprived get top priority.

In his Independence Day addressin 2022,
PM Modi made yet another passionate appeal
outlining what can be described as his na-
tional renaissance doctrine. He appealed to
people to adopt panch-pran — five commit-
ments — to correct what he believed ails this
great nation. These pledges start with aresolve
to make India great, erase all traces of servi-
tude, be proud of our legacy, realise the
strength of our unity and for citizens to abide
by their duties.

This emphasis on the country’s proud
legacy was evident in 2014, when he mooted
the idea of International Yoga Day (IYD) and
again in 2023, in mooting the International
Year of Millets (IYM). While IYD has estab-
lished the importance of a unique wellness
regime based on an indigenous knowledge
system, the [YM has promoted a more nutri-
tious dietary regime. His motivational appeals
always have a practical aspect. His aggressive
advocacy of Swachh Bharat has helped
change the habits of the people. Yet another
example of his ability to help people relate to
great ideas is his Lifestyle for Environment,
later given the shape of a global campaign. In
subtle ways, PM Modi has also reminded af-
fluent nations of the irresponsible lifestyles
of their people.

The other important strand of ideas
mooted by PM Modi involves a thoughtful pol-
icy approach. His slogan of Sab Ka Sath, SabKa
Vikas was a reassuring promise of democrati-
sation of development while extending equal
support to all. He added two important parts
to this slogan — Sab Ka Vishwas and later, very
importantly, Sab ka Prayas. This also reflects
his conviction that national development has
to become a movement of the people.

Taking the development discourse beyond
cliched terms, PM Modi has mooted the idea
of women-led development. His approach is
direct while asking fellow countrymen to
change their outlook. Divyang or divyang-jan,
the term coined by the PM, underscores his
belief in inculcating self-confidence in people
with disabilities. The term aims at removing
the inferiority complex, reminds others that
disabled persons possess some special abili-
ties, making them perform better than others
in certain aspects.

Areflection of a similar approach is found
in the term “Aspirational” District/ Block re-
placing the previous term, “Most Backward”
District/Block. Calling a district “backward”
not just undermines aspirations but also cre-
ates a negative mindset.

PM Modi had once said that he wants to
work not just to score brownie points but for
the larger interests of the people — for lokhit
(good of the people) and not for lokpriyata
(popularity). All this makes him a rare
thinker-leader.

The writer is former president, Indian Council
for Cultural Relations, and a BJP leader
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US IN INDO-PAK AFFAIRS

THEINDIAN GOVERNMENT is concerned that
Washington continues to share strategic in-
formation with Pakistan. New Delhi has asked
its mission in Washington for information on
the reports that the US told Pakistan that its
two reconnaissance satellites could notlocate
two squadrons of IAF’s Jaguar aircraft at their
bases, giving Islamabad the impression that
India had suddenly deployed its Jaguars. The
information turned out to be wrong,

TENSIONS IN CONGRESS
ASECTION OF Delhi Congress (1) leadersis up

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

in arms against H K L Bhagat, Union Minister
for Information and Broadcasting and Tajdar
Babar, the newly-appointed president of the
Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee (I). About
100 Congress members criticised Bhagat's
style of functioning. They said Bhagat was au-
tocratic and ignored the voice of grassroot-
level functionaries.

OwaAISsI REMOVED

THE ANDHRA PRADESH Governor Shankar
Dayal Sharma dismissed the Majlis leader
Sultan Salahuddin Owaisi as pro tem Speaker
and appointed P Mahendranath to the post.
Mahendranath, revenue minister in the NTR

Ministry, resigned from the Cabinet. His resig-
nation has been accepted. Official sources said
Owaisi was removed since the NTR govern-
ment was doubtful about his impartiality dur-
ing the assembly proceedings.

Two Sikd TEeENS HELD

THE AIRPORT SECURITY staff at Chandigarh
airport arrested two school-going teenagers
shortly before they were to board the Indian
Airlines’ Delhi-Chandigarh-Jammu-
Srinagar flight. They had purchased tickets
from Chandigarh to Jammu and the secu-
rity police got suspicious seeing their
general appearance.
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Kamala Harris and a caste story

How India’s first anti-untouchability law came about in Kamalapuram, the place to which
the US Vice President and Presidential candidate traces her ancestry
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“With the inability of our education system to bridge the gap between rural and
urban education, the poor SEE results should not be a surprise. The students
mirror the teaching they get, just as teachers reflect the conditions they

work under.”

— THE KATHMANDU POST

The leader and
his image

Arvind Kejriwal’s resignation mirrors the rise
and rise of image-centric professionalism
as a distinct idiom of politics

i {1
. L; " 8 :-E J' ', 2 ! Narendra Modi, Kejriwal, Mamata Banerjee
Ry 331062 j*f_‘r;u]:.- % and even Rahul Gandhi have made serious
G F i BT It : :?;" E‘."' Ay I 1 attempts to reinvent this political idiom.
AR e se gLt T 3 5:' \ ﬁ Modi celebrates his humble socio-economic
MANOJ] MITTA (o '”;:,3}::11 B LR | AR O VY, , background to communicate to voters that
PR Aol £4 AT EJ | g he does everything for the country. Kejriwal,
Ly A A o on the other hand, highlights his image as a
BETWEEN THE EXCITEMENT over the 21 ?__ od e LI LLTRLCE ) CRELEn B victim of a corrupt system. He calls upon the
American election.ar}d the fraugh§ t_listory of i A ﬁﬁﬂh ik 2P . HiLAL AUMED voter to accept him as .one.of them, an aam
race, Kamala Harris is now a familiar name & = Ty aadmi.Rahul Gandhi highlights the fact that
around the world. The same name withasuf- =% 4 his family has been the victim of terrorism.
fix that is common among places in India, == = ARVIND KEJRIWAL’S RESIGNATION as  He now asserts his new political identity as
Kamalapuram, hit the news just about a cen- i Delhi chief minister (CM) can be inter-  an advocate of social justice and equality.
tury ago and it was for reasons to do with caste. preted in two different ways. The first may ~ Regional leaders also raise similar claims and

The otherwise obscure village of be useful to make sense of immediate po-  arguments to get political acceptability.

Kamalapuram s in the Salem district of Tamil £ J litical calculations. Kejriwal, it seems, has These examples show that despite

Nadu, the very province where Harris’s
mother Shyamala Gopalan was bornin a
Brahmin family in 1938. Fourteen years ear-
lier, R Veerian, a native of Kamalapuram, suf-
fered the ignominy of being barred from en-
tering a road in that village. “Untouchables”
were traditionally disallowed the use of that
road as it was located in an Agraharam, the
generic term for an exclusive Brahmin set-
tlement. In the unicameral structure of the
time in the provinces of British India, Veerian
happened to be a member of the legislative
council (MLC). He shot off a telegram to the
chief secretary of the Madras government,

managed to counter the BJP’s aggressive
rhetoric of the CM being out on bail. His res-
ignation has given him breathing space to
energise the AAP’s campaign in the com-
ing state assembly elections. The resigna-
tion episode, in this sense, may be under-
stood as a strategic division of labour. The
new CM Atishi is expected to take care of
the functioning of the state governmentin
Delhi for a relatively shorter period, while
Kejriwal, the face of the AAP, will devote
himself to electoral mobilisation.

Thereis another reading of this develop-
ment. Kejriwal’s resignation, one may argue,

growing professionalisation of politics, es-
pecially its electoral version, this particular
idiomis thriving in public life. However, the
nature and substance of it has changed ina
significant way. Contemporary politicians
tend to produce an interesting configura-
tion to establish a balance between their
preferred images as dedicated public fig-
ures and professional requirements of elec-
toral politics. Kejriwal, for instance, presents
himself as a humble and committed public
servant keen to transform the lives of com-
mon people; yet, he finds himself sur-
rounded by politicians who do not allow

I
protesting the violation of his civil rights. ,-i:} ’ ,i-:{,' Vb will give him an additional advantagetore- him to achieve his pious objectives.
On April 16, 1924, the Bombay-based .a:,-.'i;-:r_-:r | AL work his political image — a key feature of ~ Kejriwal’s resignation is an attempt to re-
Times of India reproduced the text of i a '4,: i -}-“ & .;.'. W his politics since early 2010s. It is a well-  gain this positive portrayal. That is the rea-
Veerian's long telegram, under the headline: [/ ! ;'?f ] ;'+ o :' 0 r".!- ';':".'-‘ ':"}“ (s ot known fact that Kejriwal reliesheavilyontwo ~ son why he said that he would not assume
‘A Madras MLC's Complaint: Intolerable ,jl -': b 'l ‘,‘, L FRRTR Y (TN At .”='- .'.] fi’l oy related sets of ideas — moral supremacyand  the role of CM until he received a “certifi-
Brahmin Tyranny'. In Veerian's tellingof the 1/ 45/ S onki i, TR H’ A 8 (e '.. ; LIRS 0 20 systemic victimhood since the days of the  cate of honesty” from the electorate again.
incident, he intended merely to passthrough 1+ o r.‘:.’.'. .'ﬁ '.*.' 4 ¢ : o) '.'*':':'.'.' b JJ: e e India Against Corruption movement. Evenaat This portrayal, however, does not go well
'1.||_'I :..nlql |.r lIlI' N ll-lir-lr_-liFlllilil,r ‘i':*-li;'-l-.l'_:“ll Pl ': "

that time, he tried his best to carve out a niche
for himself as the most committed and

the “Agraharam public pathway” in

s I o 4 01 when we look at the internal power struc-
Kamalapuram “in order to post letters” ata  .,00u0 LU LI IR0, L0 1) e 001 TR e Ol o

ture of the AAP. Kejriwal has established
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post office located there and “see” a school
in the same vicinity. But “owing to Panchama
pollution” (“untouchability”), a Brahmin
identified as Monigar Rungier, the village
munsif, blocked Veerian’s entry into that
street. [t mattered little to that Brahmin offi-
cial that there was, as Veerian put it, “no other
way except passing through Agraharam” to
reach the post office or the school.

This episode of “untouchability” trig-
gered a chain of events, including a resolu-
tion that was adopted by the Madras legis-
lature on August 22, 1924. The failure of this
resolution to make any difference on the
ground prompted Veerian to up the ante
with a bill outlawing “untouchability”. Given
the odds stacked against any Private Member
Bill, its journey began with a strategic choice
made by Veerian to slip in his anti-untouch-
ability provisions under the guise of amend-
ments to an existing civic law. Even so, to gar-
ner support fromalegislature dominated by
caste Hindus, it took a lot of negotiations and
compromises. So much so that when the Bill
was discussed for the first time on December
14, 1925, Veerian felt constrained to begin
his address with conciliatory noises. “I beg
to submit that I am not going to bring in the
subject of caste nor am I going to raise the
problem of untouchability in relation to
caste.” That he had to disclaim what was so
visibly the point of his initiative was a meas-
ure of the pressure he was under.

The Select Committee that had been set
up for the Bill deleted a clause empowering
all classes to access public sources of water.
The ambit of the Bill was thus reduced to the
relatively less sensitive issues of throwing
open public roads and markets to Dalits.
When the Madras legislature passed the Bill
on August 31, 1926, Veerian was instrumen-
tal in the enactment of the first-ever law any-
where in the country against untouchabil-

ity. Indeed, the Madras Local Boards
Amendment Act 1926 marked a civilisational
breakthrough. It outlawed exclusionary
practices that had for generations been con-
sidered by caste Hindus as a pious obligation
to preserve their purity. Besides criminalising
untouchability, it prescribed penalties —
even if they were only monetary fines. The
press contemporaneously noticed the sig-
nificance of this law enforceable across the
rural areas of the Madras Presidency. Praising
him for driving home “the social tyranny of
the higher castes”, the Times of India said: “Mr
Veerian deserves credit for drawing atten-
tion to the matter and the legislative enact-
ment, which he has succeeded in piloting
through the Council, should go along way to
remove many of the social disabilities of his
Adi Dravida brethren.”

Irrespective of the extent to which it re-
moved the social disabilities of the untouch-
ables in the Madras Presidency, the pioneer-
ing contribution of the 1926 Veerian
legislation went unnoticed in history. This
was despite the fact that it inspired another
Dalitlegislator in another province, G A Gavai
in Central Provinces (which encompassed
parts of today’s Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh), to get a similar law enacted in 1933.
Instead, in the spirit of history being written
by the victors, the credit for breaking ground
on untouchability has been given to aleader
from the Brahmin community, Chakravarti
Rajagopalachari or Rajaji, the legendary as-
sociate of Mahatma Gandhi. It was on his
watch as Premier of the Madras Presidency
that in 1938, a full 12 years after Veerian’s
legislation, came what is commonly pre-
sented as a trailblazer.

The erasure of the Veerian and Gavai

The otherwise obscure village
of Kamalapuram is in the
Salem district of Tamil Nadu,
the very province where
Kamala Harris’s mother
Shyamala Gopalan was born
in a Brahmin family in 1938.
Fourteen years earlier, R
Veerian, a native of
Kamalapuram, suffered the
ignominy of being barred
from entering a road in that
village. ‘Untouchables’ were
traditionally disallowed the
use of that road as it was
located in an Agraharam, the
generic term for an exclusive
Brahmin settlement. In the
unicameral structure of the
time in the provinces of
British India, Veerian
happened to be a member of
the legislative council (MLC).
He shot off a telegram to the
chief secretary of the Madras
government protesting the
violation of his civil rights.

CR Sasikumar

precedents helped historians sidestep one
major deficiency in Rajaji’s enactment.
Whereas the Veerian and Gavai laws crimi-
nalised “untouchability”, the Rajaji law was
merely declaratory with no penal conse-
quences flowing from it. The Rajaji law just
declared that no court would recognise any
custom or usage perpetuating “untouchabil-
ity”. Since it did not, however, define any of-
fence, there was no question of any punish-
ment. Thus, far from building on the
precedents set by little-known Dalits, the law
that was valorised by historians, the Madras
Removal of Civil Disabilities Act, 1938, was
conceptually retrograde. The unicameral
provincial legislature had by then given way
to a bicameral system in the Madras
Presidency. After the Legislative Assembly
had passed the Bill on August 17, 1938, the
Legislative Council did the same on
December 12, 1938, after a dramatic debate
thatrecalled the Veerian milestone. It was by
J A Saldanha who had, in 1929, followed up
on the Veerian law with a similar one for the
urban areas of the Madras Presidency. He
pointed out that in the Bill that had been
“brought forward by Mr Veerian”, there was
a clause “prescribing a penalty for the in-
fringement of the rights laid down.”

By contrast, in the Bill introduced by the
Rajaji government, he lamented, “there is no
provision for punishing a man who prevents
the enjoyment of any of these privileges”.
Incidentally, five days prior to this debate,
Shyamala Gopalan was born not too far from
thelegislative building in the same Madras city.

Mitta s the author of Caste Pride:
Battles for Equality in
Hindu India

ADYA GOYAL

Some like it darker

The Emmys thought ‘The Bear’ was a comedy. We can’t disagree

THE 76TH EMMY Awards had the misfor-
tune of being overshadowed by its prede-
cessor that aired in January. Not so much for
lack of entertainment — more so by the
boredom of a jaded audience which has al-
ready gone through one Emmy Awards
show this year. The sheer number of award
shows nowadays also means most of them
are essentially glorified watchlists. Hosts
Eugene and Dan Levy and the Only Murders
in the Building (2021) trio of Selena Gomez,
Martin Short and Steve Martin, though, were
somewhat of a saving grace.

While there has been much less buzz
about this edition, it has sparked a heated de-
bate online: Should The Bear(2022) have been
categorised as a comedy show? Given the
laugh tracks and obvious nature of sitcom hu-
mour, [ was inclined to disagree. However, |
realised that the problem is not with the
Academy’s categorisation as muchasitis with
our idea of what constitutes comedy.

The classic American shows Seinfeld
(1989), The Office (2005), The Big Bang Theory
(2007), Parks and Recreation (2009), Modern
Family (2009), etc., are very obviously a part
of the comedy genre. But many have argued

that The Sopranos (1999),in essence adark tale
about anItalian mobster; is also a comedy. The
traditional understanding of comedy comes
from Aristotle’s notion of it as a reflection of
the mundaneness of daily life. It is essentially
an act of exaggeration of an otherwise dull
moment. For instance, a stand-up comic
satirises and amplifies a small detail of a reg-
ular situation to draw attention to its specific
absurdity. The laughter is gleaned not from
the situation itself, but from the observation of
the comedian. On a busy street, look around
you at any given moment and you will spot
more than one person who takes themselves
too seriously. Be it a lawyer rushing to court,
corporate workers making their way to the of-
fice or a parent hurrying a child to school.
Thereisasense of the absurd in people believ-
ing that their actions are significant enough
to really matter (for some, like rich people
worsening the climate crisis unfortunately, it
may be true — not so much for the rest of us).

In The Bear, Jeremy Allen White plays the
tightly-wound young chef Carmy who has
taken it upon himself to save his family’s sand-
wich shop. He clearly takes himself very seri-
ously, a trait common among those who con-

sider themselves “saviours”. But the conspic-
uousness of it is funny to those around him
who are unable to take him as seriously. This
clash of personalities leads to moments of dis-
comfort and amismatch of moods. Thatinit-
selfis comical. The other characters, his restau-
rant partners, sous chefs, love interest, and
family, are constantly in aliminal space of un-
certainty around him, recognising the prepos-
terousness of some of the actions Carmy un-
dertakes unthinkingly. Does it always merit
snort-out laughter? Not really. Is it a comedy
nonetheless? Absolutely.

There are other kinds of comedy as
well — self-deprecating, dark, existentialist
humour. Australian comic Hannah Gadsby;,
in her Netflix standup Nanette (2018) reveals
alarming details about her life, discussing her
sexuality, gender, and childhood that have
shaped her as a person. Much of it is disturb-
ing incidents from her past packaged as hu-
morous content for the audience to be able to
digest and learn from a person vastly differ-
ent from them. It is comedy as much as
Modern Family is comedy. One explores the
dark side of being queer, the other tries to
spin it as a not-so-serious detail.

Another similar example is from the
show Baby Reindeer (2024) where actor-
cum-writer Richard Gadd divulges the story
of his abuse at a comedy show. The Netflix
series is inspired by Gadd’s real-life experi-
ence of being sexually abused by an older
man and subsequently stalked by an older
woman. He discusses the visible shift in the
atmosphere of the room when he begins the
tale of his abuse, but he is not necessarily
denying calling the show a “comedy show”.

This is not to make light of seriously tragic
incidents in people’s lives. Rather, it is to
reimagine the space of comedy in our lives.
The space it offers to be dark, existential, fa-
talist or merely amusing. Incidents in them-
selves are rarely funny, it is the context that
decides whetheritis comic relief or tragedy.
The Bear is inherently an anxiety-inducing
show exploring the pressures of running a
restaurant. But the recurring failure of the
characters to make the kitchen function
seamlessly adds a level of absurdity that is
so comical at times that it is tragic. And
therein lies the irony.

adya.goyal@expressindia.com

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

morally superior member of the movement.

The BJP, AAP’s main opponent, espe-
cially in Delhi, has always been uncomfort-
able with Kejriwal’s popular representa-
tion as a vocal idealist victim. The party
wanted to demonise him in such a way that
he could not utilise his image of an aam
aadmi in clear political terms. The Delhi
liquor case is an example of this. Kejriwal
is aware of the fact that the BJP’s active
propaganda will create technical as well as
political problems for him. In his typical
theatrical style, he resigned to reassert his
moral authority. It is likely that Kejriwal
might project himself as a victim of author-
itarianism in the coming election.

These explanations of Kejriwal’s resig-
nation also raise a set of much deeperissues:
Do common people relate to the idea of
moral sacrifices? Do they accept the self-
nurtured positive images of politicians?
How do they react to the negative publicity?

Tounderstand these questions, we must
recognise an important feature of post-colo-
nial Indian public life. Many observers of
Indian politics have argued that political
elites represent themselves as morally su-
perior to legitimise their leadership claims.
This “saintly” idiom of politics is often asso-
ciated with M K Gandhi and Vinoba Bhave.
However, its prevalence as a strategic move
for electoral purposes has not been given
sufficient attention.

In recent years, national leaders like

complete control over the party. Internal
democracy, which was highlighted as one
of the distinctive features of the AAP, has
been systematically replaced by a culture of
heroworship. Atishi’s initial comments con-
firm this — she made it clear that Kejriwal is
the “real” CM of Delhi and her objective is to
help him regain power again. This image-
centricity has become an unwritten norm
of politics, which is not specific to the
Kejriwal-dominated AAP. One finds very
similar trajectories in different parties, es-
pecially in the Modi-led BJP.

Does this kind of politics work? There is
no clear answer. CSDS-Lokniti-NES 2024
data shows that the image of leaders does
play arole in determining the political choice
of voters. Modi’s image as a poor chaiwala
helped him secure sizeable subaltern sup-
port. The success of Bharat Jodo Yatras con-
tributed significantly in creating a new im-
age for Rahul Gandhi as a radical
social-justice leader. This is also true for
Kejriwal. On the other hand, the electoral
verdict of 2024, particularly the BJP’s per-
formance, reminds us that the image of a
particular leader does not always help
his/her party to win an election. This seem-
ingly contradictory evidence confirms that
image-centric professionalism has
evolved as a distinct idiom of politics in
contemporary India.

The writer is associate professor, CSDS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A WORTHY SUCCESSOR

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘CM
Atishi’ (IE, September 18). As the AAP
government’s term nears completion
in Delhi in February, it will be headed
by Atishi, the third woman to reach the
position after Sheila Dixit of the
Congress and Sushma Swaraj of the BJP.
Her main task is to hold the chief min-
ister’s seat for Arvind Kejriwal until he
can return to office, depending on the
outcome of elections later this year.
Kejriwal is currently on bail and unable
to perform his duties as CM, such as go-
ing to his office, meeting colleagues, or
signing files. Having a trusted person
like Atishi in charge was his only option.
She now faces the heavy responsibility
of stabilising the government and en-
suring the party’s victory with an even
greater margin.

Khokan Das, Kolkata

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘CM Atishi’
(IE, September 18). Atishi, who holds at
least 14 key portfolios in the outgoing
Arvind Kejriwal-led government, is
likely to be a worthy successor. She
played a pivotal role in revamping the
state of education in government-run
schools in the national capital and alsois
credited for initiatives such as the
‘Happiness Curriculum’ in Delhi schools.
She was AAP’s prominent face and BJP’s
fiercest critic when both Manish Sisodia
and Kejriwal were behind bars in the ex-
cise police case. Kejriwal’s fate now
hinges on whether Delhi’s voters still see
him as the anti-corruption crusader they
once embraced, or as a leader whose
luck may have run out.

S SPaul, Nadia

AS DIDI, NOT CM

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Mamta, the
establishment’ (IE, September 16). The
old saying that we become what we
loathe has come to life once again with
Mamata Banerjee’s recent bungling of
the R G Kar case. Having risen as a
phoenix from the ashes of populist
struggles, Banerjee was touted as the
single-most powerful leader in
Opposition. The TMC's high-handed-
ness was noticed in the general elec-
tions with numerous reports of booth
violence. There was a change in ap-
proach when Banerjee called the pro-
testors for ameet-up and projected her-
self as their “didi”, not CM. A populist
leader like her cannot afford to play
with people’s feelings. She also needs
to realise that her fellow party mem-
bers have opinions too, which cannot
be dismissed.

Ramanpreet, via email

BALM FOR M ANIPUR

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Manipur:
Dark Side of the Moon?’ (IE, September
15).1t throws light on the long-term fail-
ures of the state on ethnic and gover-
nance issues. The fault lines between
communities have not been addressed
and the Centre and state governments
have ignored economic problems in the
northeastern state. The government
should promote reconciliation between
communities and initiate conversations
among the affected parties. It should
also crack down on those responsible
for the more than year-long violence.
Manipur needs a balm.

Rohan Naidu, via e-mail
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NICDIT KRISHNAPATNAM INDUSTRIAL CITY

DEVELOPMENT LIMITED ( NKICDL ).

1st Floor, IHC Corporate, Plot No.3,4,6, Industrial Park, Mangalagiri,
Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh-522503.
Email: g.nagabhushanam@gov.in, gnagabhushanam@gmail.com

NICDIT Krishnapatnam Industrial City Development Limited (NKICDL) invites bids for
following work “Request for Qualification (RFQ) cum Request for Proposal (RFP) for
Selection of Consultant for Preparation of Detailed Master Plan and Preliminary Design
Report for Roads & Services/ Utilities for Donakonda Mega Industrial Hub in Andhra
Pradesh”. To download the tender notice and Bid document, please visit websites
www.apeprocurement.gov.in (or) https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in

1. Bid Document Download Start Date & Time : 17th Sep 2024 at 8.00 PM; 2. Due date
for receiving Pre-Bid queries: 23rd Sep 2024 upto 11.00 AM; 3. Pre-Bid Meeting: 24th
Sep 2024 at 11.00 AM; 4. Employers response for Pre-Bid queries: 25th Sep 2024 at
11.00 AM; 5. Bid Document Download End Date & Time : 9th Oct 2024 upto 1.00 PM; 6.

Bid Submission Closing Date & Time : 9th Oct 2024 at 3.00 PM.
Sd/- CE, NKICDL

DIPR No.3173PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22, Dt: 18/09/2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Bhopal Singh Rfio HNo.318 near by Surg
Transport, Gali Gujjar Wali, Daya Basti Delhi, Mob.
Np.999121212, 9990223800, have committed (or is suspected to
have commitled) the offence under Case. Reg. No 768817 Uls
138 NI Act., has been registered at P.S. Keshav Puram, Delhi and
it has been retumed lo a warrant of arrest there upon issued that
the, Bhopal Singh cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said, Bhopal Singh has
absconded (or is concealing himseif to avoid the service of the said

warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Bhopal Singh
of Case. Reg. No. T688/17 Uis 138 NI Act., registered at P.S.
Keshav Puram, Delhi is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complaint on or before 23.10.2024. By Order

Ms. Divya Arora, MM,
Room No. 112, Rohini Court, Delhi

DP/M2438/NWF2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C,

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Kuldeep Singh Mehta S/oc Raghubeer Singh Mehta R/o A-30,
New Gupta Colony, Delhi-110009 also at: Boss Auto Gas 68,
second Floor, Kalyan Vihar, Delhi-110009 also at: Lucky Auto
Gas, Shop No. MCD Market, Hamilton Road, Kashmere Gate,
Delhi-110006 has Committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case Regd. No. 730/2020 U/s 138 NI
Act, P.5. Model Town, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said Kuldeep Singh
Mehta cannot be found and whereas it has been shown fo my
satisfaction that the said Kuldeep Singh Mehta has absconded
(or is concealing himsell to aveid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Kuldeep
Singh Mehta of case Regd. No. 730/2020 U/s 138 NI Act, P.5.
Model Town, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answar the said complaint on or before 18.10.2024.

By Order

Sh. Himanshu Sehloth

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03 (North)
Room No. 213, 2nd Floor,
Rohini Court, Delhi

DPM2483/NWI2024(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Yaya Koni S/o lgwe Echezona Rie Plot No 37, 1st Floor Street No 3 Vipin
Garden Uttam Nagar Mew Deifhi 1100559 Also At E-22 Bhagwati Garden
Uttam Magar Delhi Permanent Address-No. & Ogbugu Street Onitsha
City Anambra State Nigera. has committed (aor is suspected (o have
committed) the offence in case FIR No. 790/2020 U/s 468/471 IPC
P.5.: Paschim Vihar West Delhi, and it has been relurned lo a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Yaya Koni,
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused Yaya Koni, has absconded (or is concealing
himselfto avoid the servica of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Yaya Koni, accused of FIR
Na. T90/2020 U/s 468/471 IPC P.5.: Paschim Vihar West Delhi, is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or

(2] BIHAR SCHOOL EXAMINATION BOARD

NOTICE INVITING FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
[{Through e=procurement mode only over hitps:leproc2 bihargov.in)
Tender Notice No. : PR 335/2024

Bihar School Examination Board, Patna invites e-tenders under two
bid systems from the reputed Service Providers! Firms /Companies/
Agencies/ Societies for "Empanelment of Agency for Payment
Aggregator for Bihar School Examination Board.” Detailed tender
document containing eligibility criteria, other terms and conditions are
available on the website https:/leproc2.bihar.gov.in and
https://biharboardonline.bihar.gov.in

Date and Time for Activity Date / Time : Duration

From 21.09.2024 (16:00 Hrs.) to
14.10.2024 (14:00 Hrs.)
(hitps:lfeprocZ.bihar.gov.in)

Cinline Saled Download Date of
Tender Documents

28.09.2024 at 13:00 Hrs.
{Bihar School Examination Board,
Sinha Library Road, Patna-800017)

Pre-Bid Meeting

Last Dated Tima for Subrmisskon
uploading of Online Bid

14.10.2024 up to 14:00 Hrs.
(https:leprocZ.bihar.gov.in)

Last Date and Time for submission
ol EMD in Hard Caopy/ Original

16.10.2024 up to 15:00 Hrs.
(Only in case of BG)

Date & Time for Opeaning of
Technical Bid

16.10.2024 at 16:00 Hrs
{hitps:fleproc.bihar.gov.in)

Date to be announced later by
competent authority.

Date & Time for Opening of
Financial Bid

¥590/- (Five Hundred Ninely Rupees

Cost of the Tender Document Only) (Non-Refundable)

£590/- (Five Hundred Ninety Rupees

Tender Processing Fee Only) (Non-Refundable)

25,000/- [Twenty Five Thousand

Eamest Money Rupeeas only) (Refundable)

» Contact Details: Sh. Vinod Kumar Singh, Nodal Officer,
Mobile Mo.: +91 62999 23095, E-Mail |D: eproc-bsab-bih@@gowv.in/
eproc.bseb@gmail.com

* Note: Bihar School Examination Board reserves tha right to accepl/
cancell reschedule tenders without assigning any reasons. Prospective
bidders are advised to regularly wvisit hitps:lleprocZ.bihar.gov.in.
Corrigendum/ Amendments etc., if any, will be notified on this portal only
and no separate adverlisement will be made.

Sacretary

[2) BIHAR SCHOOL EXAMINATION BOARD

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
(Through e-procurament mode only aver hitps.ifeproc bihargowv.in}
Tender Notice No. : PR 333/2024

Bihar School Examination Board, F'a'lna invites e-lenders under two
bid systems from the reputed Service Providers’ Firms /Companies/
Agencies/ Socialies for “Supply and Commissioning of Secondary ISP
link for 500 Mbps & 1 Ghps 1:1 Dedicated Unshared Internet Leased
Bandwidth requirements over Fiber at BSEBE HQ and 09 (Nine)
Regional Offices of BSEB, located at Patna, Gaya, Bhagalpur,
Muzaffarpur, Purnea, Kosi, Saran, Darbhanga and Munger. Detailed
tender documeant containing aligibility criteria, other terms and conditions
are available on the website hittps://eprocZ.bihar.gov.in and
https:ifbiharboardonline.bihar.gov.in

Date and Timae for Activity Date | Time : Duration

From 21.09.2024 (14:00 Hrs.) to
14.10.2024 (15:00 Hrs.)
(https:lleproc2.bihar.gov.in)

COinline Salad Download Date of
Tendar Dacuments

28.09.2024 at 13:30 Hrs.
(Bihar School Examination Board,
Sinha Library Road, Patna-Bo00017)

Pre-Bid Meating

14.10.2024 up to 15:00 Hrs.
{https:lfeproc2. bihar.gow.in)

Last Datel Time for Submission!
uploading of Dnline Bid

Last Date-and Time for submission
of EMD in Hard Copy! Qriginal
(Only in case of BG)

16.10.2024 up to 14:00 Hrs.

16.10.2024 at 15:00 Hrs
(https:/leproc2.bihar.gov.in)

Date & Time for Opening of
Technical Bid

Date & Time for Opening of
Financial Bid

Date to be announced later by
competent authoriby.

#1,180/- (One Thousand One
Hundred Eighty Rupees Only) (Non-
Refundable)

Cost of the Tender Document

=L

T590/- [Five Hundred Ninety Rupees

TRtar PRocasang Fien Only) (Non-Refundable)

T1.00,000/- (Fupees One Lakh only)

Earnest Money (Refundable)

* Contact Details: Sh. Vinod Kumar Singh, Nodal Officer,
Mobile MNo.: +#91 62999 23085, E-Mail ID: eproc-bseb-bih@gov.in/
eproc.bseb@gmail.com

« MNote: Bihar School Examination Board reserves the right to acoept/
cancel/ rescheduls tenders without assigning any reasons. Prospective
hidders are advised to regularly visil hitps:/eproc2.bihar.gov.in
Corrigendum/ Amendments etc., if any, will ba notified on this portal anly

and no separate advertisemeant will ba made., Secretary
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""“*5 JHARKHAND URJA SANCHARAN NIGAM LIMITED
_ (CIN: U40108JH20135GC001704)
- (GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND UNDERTAKING)

OFFICE:

General Manager, Contracts & Materials, Multi-Lateral Funding Projects,
JUSNL Building, Kusai Colony, Doranda, Ranchi — 834002 { JTharkhand})

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

'97 {(Regd. Office PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala) Corporate
Identification Number: U40109PB20108GCO33R13

Website: www.pspelin, (Contact number 96461-19199)

Tender Inguiry No. 03/2024-25/PWMDI Dated: 18.09.2024
Dy. Chiel Engineer PWs & MDI Circle, PSPCL, E-4, Shakti Vihar, Patinla,
invites e-tender for the work of Manufscturing, stacking, cunng and testing
et’ GRS00 no. 9m long PCC poles & 2560 no. 11m long POC poles as per

SPCL specilications al Pilot Workshop, Mohali. For detailed NIT & tender
specification, plense refer 1o hitps:/eproc.punjab.govin from 19,09 2074
from 02:00 PM onwaids,

Note: Compgendum ancd addendum, il amy, will be published online
hitps:foproc, punjab gov.in
No. 3T7197/PB C W
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titute Website
I|E-EFEM~'1&.'-‘-£|124 P Date ; 09-08.2024
E-EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOH)
Sr.| Tender Description _ Last date &
Ref. Mo, bime for upload
the tender
2| NSERM 1Online EXH are invited on behalf of the | 03-10-2024
(1674) Di’ﬂlﬂ'ﬂt, ESER Maobat in TWO 8ID upDJI:IE,HI:IFM
A SYSTEM for the Purchase of combined
24-25- |stpady-state and time-sesolved fusanq
Pur-£0| | TCSPC) fluorescence spaciromater
microscope adapted o a mlr.‘-mampe
I0: 2024 _[ISRM_ 32525?

For detalls and anply onine, for partiopation in Fre-Bd cum presentabion

pleags vish e websile tlr?;s,m? hiap: e procune Qovinieprectimaiapp

“hittp:itweew dlsermabiall. &¢.in ﬁ.ﬂ shail b acceplad only through orane
mod and no merwial submission of $he same shal not b2 ererained

aere dienfod (e ofle sl s
Aepinla Fhl-ﬂlvab‘i-' (Bloras & Purclass)

Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Heod, (dhce: PSER Head O3 Tee, | he Mall Patiala - 1470600
Ui (PRS0 DYIRIN

Corporate Identily Mo

Welmwile: wwn |'n.|1|| 1]

Tender Inguiry No, 326/CE-IT | Dated 17092024

Cheel Engmeer/IT, PAPCL, Patinln invites e-lender for Inviling lender
for getting toll free services o shott code “1912" through SIP Trunking
technology for lodging all type of complaints of PSPCL consumers on

Called Party Pavs basis (loll Free) For detalled NI & tender
specifications please refer to hitps://epro¢.punjab.gov.in {rom
|RGS 2024, 15401 hrs onwiards

Note: Comgendum and addendum, il noy will be published online at

hitps:feproc.punjab.gov.in

Ne. 3TTO4PR CLT0574

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
HYDERAEBAD METROPOLITAN

WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

'e’-Tender Notice Estimate
No. & Date Wars of Work Contract Value

No,03/CGM(E)/ | Desilting of 450/600/1000mm dia trunk sewer

STP Circle-ll |Unes fram Cid Ramanthapur to Nallacheruvu Rs.199.08

Desilting using latest technology high power suchion L I".h-

Trunk Sewers/ maching with vacuum of 4000Cum/Hr and abave BKhs

(Super Sucker Maching), carting of silt with leak
2024-25, proaf enclosed conlainers (dumpers) under
Dt: 18-09-2024 | Project Div-X, Nallacheruwu,

{1} Tender Documents will be avadable online from dt. 19.09.2024 from 3.00 P.M
onwards. (2} Name & address of Chéef General Manager (Engg). concerned - Chief
General Manager (Engg), STP Circle-l, HMWSSE, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-04.
{3) The Contractors / firms are requested to upload the information im the "ZIP' format

preferably. {4) Further detaids can be séen @ hitp:/lwww.eprocurement.gov.in

wmad g0 Fifaer ugfo @ arpaw dearde @ www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in 7

Sdi- Chief General Manager (Engg), STP Circle-l , Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500 004, T.G.
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before 06.11.2024. By Order Ematil: piujusnli@dgmail.com_ Visitus on:  www.jharkhandtenders. gov.in g Ffaer qam Wenm — RDD/SDICHAIBASA/03/2024-25 (3" Call)
Sh. Satvir Singh Lamba Second (27) Re-Tender Notice 1. T W e R
: & gl | ST @ | g | gy ol o |
DP/12273/0D/2024 ASJ (NDPS) West Room No.132 | | The following NIT is hereby re-tendered due to no bid submission. The Due dates are extended as follows:- i {f # @ AW Lfnf)i!-; LIITEH 2 b | - k By
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| Heguest for Bid (FRB)) .“"'I'[;'r":"; 'Ll;::ﬂlnw technical part of Rid | I _|_E5'T|T|T |-.r il ':F il =il H"H"_. il :!Tl_ FI?I':I"{'“ 45160000 f.lﬂi GO4000.00 | L0000 00 18 HIE
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- ":' *H E INEERIN e J‘l’:*-'“i ; "*“-*5“"—‘ Silli (21,50 K M) ) HpL a 3. g—Afarer wite oft frfer v wen—f8wTe 21.00 2024 ¥ FATE 27 09,0004 &1 SUNTET 500 997 U
. ~Tender Notice No. 20 of 2024-25 date 12/09,2024. 22425 ;..F:L?i:ﬁldﬁ:,in.ﬁl.];I;m}r;li,{:ﬁ 15 KM 14000 Hrs L6:30 Hrs 4. 3_13,_-|.=::._1_|..r TR T W — T ST e 5 T BT TR WA : e v, WA |
| MRl Mo | mae 4. Irbs - Ratu (5947 KM 5 E-fafier mres 751 ffEr Ud S9T —28.00 2024 AT 500 F91
= namﬁm = = e z : _:E' | 3. Sitli — Chowka (61 KM) L | 6, 3-TAfEeT At o o TSR W A gE O - s st andiy fers e geea, afleel
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burrs welding of siide chairs, broken plates of points and crossings in the " | 2 Amarapars - Godds (82,50 KM) 16:00 Hes {6130 Hrs B, TR faT o W UE-Aw FE] € TIHN AR B I 8w
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2 | DAM-ADI- | Reconditioning of CMS crassing T T PR No. 330536 . ——— 10 FAfi aras ot fafa 3y s e @ s Pfferon g a5 amof o o e e argfer fa & gear
165-2024- |in situ by Translamatic Robobc| 1,13.714.47 | 1,82,300.00 wfim *":1;1.‘;?’1 A o T | -11'4“-4'-_:3;_*4'*" Pt @ ﬁl g Al s /g q TE e |
i 25 or simitar welding lechnology Ao 1EO0 345 6570 T o9 N General Manager
1. TAfeen e U9 Sge ot w0 @ - o e e S, S e | S @ e e w56
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; i ) - T Jharkhandtenders. gov.in G8 ST 1 o U8 9 GO @ W6 ¢ |
= [ : = - — B -
1952004 et s or oD | 206152106 | 5920009 KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD et

lwith running theawgh frain and other assoclaled works under junisdiction of

| Divisional EngineeriMNorth) Ahmedabad

| 4 | DAM-ADL | Provision of infrastructure for 4 ¥
157-2024- | ART KKF & oiher ancillany works | 5,32 67 554.55 | 4 16.300.00
25 under jurisdiction of Davisional
: Enginesar (Works)-Ahmedabad.
| 5| DAM-ADI- | Improvement to maintenance ¥ L4
158-2024- | faciliies for tip inspecton of | 261, 79.271.41 | 2.80,900.00
25 Electnc Locomatives at

iﬁ.hmsdabal:t Eleclric Trip Shed & other ancillary sworks undes
| Divisional E'1§II'IEE'T {Warksl- Ahmedabad (Eﬂmpn&*le work)

=

jurisdiction of

Srrg—

1] DFIM-ADI- Upgradatmn-‘Dwelnpmem nf < T
159-2024- | maintenance facilities for NMG' | 2 85 68543046 | 2,92 800.00
25 MMGH/ NMGHS a1 Coaching)

Dn}pm [0 I“IHF & cdbar ancilary works undar Jurlﬁdlctlcﬂ‘l al Dlv'SIﬂJr'l'-éﬂ Ergan g

iwarksj Ahmaedabad (Composite wark)

T DFII".I'I A0 | Conatruction of ADMM Stors L1 *
160-2024- | buikding and augmentation of | 54830 541.41 | 4.23.200.00

25 facilities in Logo shed for

N TP ST

ﬁ-rlﬁ:'ha&& lacomodives at Vatva & other ancilary works under jursdiction o Divisional
| Engineer (Works)- Ahmedabad { Composite work)

B | DAM-ADI- | Infrastruciure Improvement T T
161-2024- |works at 1CD-S81 & other| 4,21,556654.26 | 3.60,800,00
25 ancillary works under

li IJrIEdII:[II:H'I af D|u~|5:u:|nal Englnasr i‘-"a'n:-rl-cs!- Ahma::lal::a.-::l l'GEmpﬂElt-B 'm:lrl-:] :

| 2 | DRM-ADI- Cleaning of Cver Head water 4 4
162-2024- |tanks and Under Ground waler| 31 5309677 63, 100.00
25 sumps of Railwey colony and

bt

| service buildings at Mamninagar and ‘Vatva under jurisdiction of ADEM [W-l)-
| Ahmedabad (For 24 Months],

e ——

For above all tenders: Closing Date & Time of e-tender: 08/10/2024, 15:00 Hrs.
Office Address:Sr. Dwisional Enginesr, (Co. Ordination). Ahmedabad, DRM Ofice,
Mear Chamunda Bridge, Opp. New Swadeshd Mill, Maroda Road, Amdupura,
Ahmedabad-382 345, Websile for parficipating e-tender: wenw.ireps. govin

Like us on: [ facebook com/WaesternRly « Follow us on;

T ox.comMWesternRly 172

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
# 49, East Wing, 4th & 5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan Race Course Road
Bengaluru — 560 001. Phone No. 080-22265383 website : www.kiadb.in

IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-22/431/2024-25

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

ltem Rate Tender under two cover bid system is invited for the work
mentioned below as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement 1
Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through electronic procurement from eligible
Contractors who have got adequate financial resources, state of the art
technology, suitable construction equipments, technical man power &
sufficient past experience for the following work as per the schedule given

below:

Name of the Work : Formation of Sub Layout including formation of 24m
wide roads, 18m wide roads including asphalting, construction of RCC side
Drains, RCC Cross Drainage Works, SWD, HDPE Dual Water Supply
Pipeline at Devanahalli Industrial Area, Devanahalli,

Bengaluru Rural District.

The last date and time of receipt of tenderis : 05.10.2024 upto 4.30 pm.
Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the Karnataka Public

Procurement Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

DIPR/CP/2052/Zen/2024-25

Date: 18.09.2024
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O KEY BATTLE

ONBANSILAL
TURF, FAMILY
VS FAMILY, EX-
BCCIOFFICIAL
PADS UP

Delhi talks on,
poll move has
core group,
nod: Jamaat

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 18

THE JAMAAT-E-ISLAMI group
thatis contesting the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly elections has
termed as “fake” a letter purport-
ing to be written by the main
Jamaat, which accuses it of “work-
ing at the behest of the BJP".

At the same time, the eight-
member panel that decided toen-
ter the poll fray, nearly 40 years af-
ter the Jamaat began its poll
boycott, confirmed it has been
talking to New Delhi for lifting the
Jamaat ban under the UAPA.

Panel member Ghulam Qadir
Lone released a video message
saying the Jamaat would not have
entered the pollrace if the twore-
cently elected National
Conference (NC) MPs had raised
their voice against the ban in
Parliament. He also said the deci-
sion to contest had the backing of
the former executive council.

“The Jamaat-e-Islami has
made a panel to talk to the gov-
ernment for lifting of the ban...
Whatever steps we have taken,
(the executive council) gave us the
mandate forit,” Lone said.

He said they have opened
channels with officials so “we can
make it clear to them that the ban
on the Jamaat was constitution-
ally, legally and morally wrong”.
“The second thing we did was to
participate in elections and invite
othersaswell... The government
admits that the voter turnout (in
the Lok Sabha polls) increased
withour participation,” Lone said.
This, he added, shows that, “the
people have rallied behind us”.

Lone said the panel earlier
wanted to contest the elections af-
ter the ban wasllifted,and had ap-
pealed to the government for the
same. “Since the ban was not
lifted, we consciously decided to
jointhe election process asavoter
and back some Independent can-
didates... We are backing them so
that they raise their voice forusin
the Assembly,” he said.

About the claim in the letter
that the Jamaat panel he was a
part of was working for the BJP,
Lone said itwas a BJP government
thathad banned the Jamaat. “First,
they should have put their name
on this letter. They haven’'t and it
means itis fake,” he said.

VOTING IN ]81( SF

1 & 2: Voters show their inked fingers in Kishtwar and Anantnag districts,
respectively, on Wednesday. P1I; 3: Women queue up to vote at a polling booth in
South Kashmir. Shuaib Masoodi; 4: Iltija Mufti, daughter of PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti,
in the Srigufwara-Bijbehara seat, where she is a candidate. Shuaib Masoodi

RST PHASE ENDS

CONG SILENT, WARY OF BJP ATTACK

As J&K heads to polls, how

parties view Article 370

Unlike regional
parties, Congress
and BJP have

not engaged with
the subject

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 18

THE MAINSTAY in the political
discourse of Jammu and Kashmir,
and Ladakh since August 5, 2019,
has been the abrogation of Article
370, the legal challenges sur-
rounding it, the reorganisation of
the erstwhile state into two Union
Territories and the aftermath of
the Centre’s move.

While national parties have
stayed clear of addressing the is-
sue in their manifestos, most re-
gional mainstream parties have
built their campaign for the on-
going Assembly polls around it.

A look at the stand of the
main players:

National Conference
Restoration of state-
\U,ff*" hood, and Articles
é ‘C_‘\ 370 and 35A “as
prior to August 5,
2019”  features
prominently in the NC's mani-
festo as well as its campaign.
Party leaders, including presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah and vice-
president Omar Abdullah, have
repeatedly spoken of the impact
that the Constitutional changes
of August 2019 have had while
emphasising the need to protect
the “identity and dignity” of the
people of the region.
Conceding that the restora-
tion of Article 370 would be a
“long haul”, the NC in its mani-
festo has promised to “redraw
the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act,2019,and the
Transaction of Business of the
Government of Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir Rules,
2019, in the interim period”.
The NC has also said that as
the first list of business in the
Assembly post the polls, it “will
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While the NC concedes restoration of Article 370 will be “a
long haul”, the PDP says the legislation formed “the basis of
J&K’s relationship with India”. File

pass a resolution against the
Centre’s decision tostrip the re-
gion of its statehood and special
status” and make efforts to “mod-
ify,annul, and repeal post-August
2019]aws thatimpact the special
status of Jammu and Kashmir™.

Congress
Though its ally NC
]L?j.l has staunchly spo-
L.'-:; | ken in support of
E restoration of Article

370, the Congress
has stayed clear of any conversa-
tion surrounding the issue.

Even as party president
Mallikarjun Kharge, Leader of
the Opposition (LoP) in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi and,
Jammu and Kashmir Congress
chief Tariq Hameed Karra have
repeatedly emphasised on the
need to restore statehood, they
have not engaged on the issue of
special status.

The party has also main-
tained that if elected to power,
the Congress-NC alliance gov-
ernment would work on a com-
mon minimum programme.

Peoples Democratic

Party
Kashmir, the PDP

says it will focus on

resolving “the Kashmirissue” as

The last party to
hold power in the
state of Jammu and

In Valley, Sikh faces pltch for jobs, Punjabi recognition

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 18

MAINTAINING THAT it has been
“ignored by successive govern-
ments”, the minority Sikh com-
munity in Jammu and Kashmir
hasfielded itsown candidatesina
few Valley seats to ensure “repre-
sentation of the community” in
the Assembly elections.

Five Sikh faces are in the fray
in three of the Kashmir division’s
47 seats. They include three can-
didates in the Tral seat in South
Kashmir, one in Baramulla in
North Kashmir, and one in
Shalteng in Srinagar.

While the candidates of the
Congress and Engineer Rashid’s
Awami Ittehad Party (AIP) in Tral
are from the Sikh community, the
All Parties Sikh Coordination

Committee (APSCC) - an um-
brella organisation - has also
fielded a Sikh nominee in the seat.

“For the last 25-30 years, no
body has listened to our prob-
lems,” says Jagmohan Singh Raina,
the APSCC chairman. “We have
decided to field our own candi-
dates. We have already two can-
didates in the fray (Tral and
Shalteng) and are considering
backing a third (Baramulla).”

Of Tral's 97477 voters, 8,300
belong are Sikhs. Here, the
Congress has fielded Surinder
Singh Channi, while the AIP has
fielded Harbaksh Singh Sasan,
who recently quit the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) after be-
ing denied a ticket.

The APSCC has fielded
Pushvinder Singh asits candidate
from Tral. As it is not an Election
Commission-recognised party,

(Left) AIP’s Harbaksh Sasan
and Congress’s Surinder
Channi are contesting in Tral

the APSCC-backed candidates are
contesting as Independents.

The 65-year-old retired zonal
education officer, Pushvinder
Singh is also the vice-chairman
of the Citizens’ Council in Tral.
“We have given immense sacri-
fices for this country right from
1947 but we have gained noth-
ing,” said Singh, a resident of
SaimohinTral. “Punjabi was one

of the recognised official lan-
guages in J&K before the abroga-
tion of Article 370, butit has been
excluded now. Our language is
our identity.”

Under the now-revoked J&K
constitution, there were seven of-
ficial languages, including Punjabi.
This constitution was invalidated
in August 2019 when Article 370
was scrapped by the Centre.

“After our protests, the gov-
ernment said we will continue the
teaching Punjabi in colleges but
since this is a de-recognised offi-
ciallanguage, they don’tadvertise
posts forit,” said an APSCCleader.

While the Sikh candidates
hope to get the support of their
community, they are also seeking
votes from the majority commu-
nity. “The Sikh-Muslim brother-
hood is intact. We are hopeful the
majority community will support

us,” APSCC’s Raina said.

As per the 2011 Census, Sikhs
make up 1.87% of J&K’s population
as compared to 68.3% Muslims
and 28.4% Hindus.

In their campaigning, Sikh
candidates are mainly raising
three demands - a reserved
Assembly seat for Sikhs, a special
job scheme on the lines of one
meant for the Kashmiri Pandit mi-
grants, and the official recognition
of the Punjabi language.

The APSCC camp admits its
candidates’ chances in the polls
areslim, butthey are in the fray as
a“markof protest” on suchissues.

Raina said the APSCC has de-
cided to back Sikh candidates who
donothave political baggage. “We
couldn’t support the Congress
candidate in Tral because Sikhs
have not forgotten what hap-
penedin 1984,” he said.

it is “the cornerstone for lifting
the people out of a persistent cy-
cle of violence and unrest”.

A vocal opponent of the
Centre’s August 2019 move, PDP
chief Mehbooba Mufti has
termed the revocation of
Constitutional guarantees as “il-
legal and unconstitutional”,
adding that Article 370 formed
the basis of Jammu and Kashmir’s
relationship with India.

Emphasising on conflict res-
olution, confidence building
measures (CBM) and regional
cooperation, the PDP has also ad-
vocated revival of “diplomatic
initiatives with Pakistan”.

BJP
E, and reorganised the
erstwhile state has
said the issue is a “closed chap-
ter” and accused the Congress-
NC of “wanting to release terror-
ists in the garb of restoring
Article 370"

In its manifesto, the BJP has
stated that the abrogation of
Article 370 has led to the “com-
plete integration of Jammu and
Kashmir” with the Constitution
of India. “This has enabled the
establishment of the Panchayati
Raj system and extension of key
Central laws to the region, pro-
moting grassroots democracy

The party which fa-
cilitated the abroga-
tion of Article 370

I HEREBY DECLARE
RAVINDERRAINA, 47,
BJP J&K chief, ex-MLA and Nowshera candidate
TOTALASSETS
1,000 (2024)
Movable assets $1,000
Immovable assets None
Liabilities None
Education BSc
Pending criminal cases None
SURINDER KUMAR CHOUDHARY, 56,
National Conference’s Nowshera candidate
TOTALASSETS
{2.04 CR (2024)
Movable assets $99.49lakh
Immovable assets 31.04cr
Liabilities 56,412
Education Class 12
Pending criminal cases None

and social justice,” the election
manifesto reads.

Apni Party
The Altaf Bukhari-
: led party, which is

4 accused by its oppo-

nents as “a proxy of

the BJP”, has termed
what happened on August 5,
2019, a “momentous change in
the history of the state”.

The party has also sought a
“pragmatic and realistic” ap-
proach to lead the UT towards
political stability and economic
prosperity. “The party's priority
is to establish peace and create
an environment conducive to
progress,” it has stated.

Maintaining that it will work
to “secure Constitutional guar-
antees for the protection of land
and jobs for local youth”, the
Apni Party has said it will work
with the Prime Minister to re-
store Jammu and Kashmir’s
statehood, and has also made a
mention of restoring Article 370.

People’s Conference

= Talking about the

party’s role in the

@ earliest legal battle

against the “unilat-

eral” abrogation of

Article 370, the Sajad Lone-led

outfit has reiterated its commit-

ment to “fight for the restoration

of Articles 370, 35A and state-

hood”. Lone has said his party

will take “all exhaustive meas-
ures” to pursue the cause.

Awami Ittehad Party

Party chief and Baramulla MP
Engineer Rashid, who walked
out of jail on September 11 after
being granted bail in a terror
funding case, said the AIP would
support the INDIA bloc if it
promises to restore Article 370.

“If the INDIA bloc assures us
it will restore Article 370 when
it comes to power in Delhi, I will
tell every candidate of mine to
pledge each vote of their sup-
porters in its favour,” he said.

Rashid also said the Kashmir
issue must be solved if India wants
to be seen as a global leader.

His father’s son, Aditya Surjewala banks on family legacy, fights ‘videshr tag

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 18

IT'S NEVER too early to be in poli-
tics — especially when it comes to
the family seat. At 25, Aditya
Surjewala just makes the cut.

The youngestin the fray in the
October 5 Haryana Assembly
elections, he is the Congress can-
didate from the Kaithal seat, after
father Randeep Singh Surjewala
tried very hard for a ticket for him-
self — and failed.

Itwasonly last year that Aditya
finished his graduationin Canada,
from the University of British
Columbia, after schooling at The
International School, Bangalore.
This fact is what his BJP rival and
veteran Leela Ram is underlining
to take on the debutant.

Leela Ram, 63, who narrowly
defeated Surjewala Senior in the

2019 Assembly polls, dismisses
Aditya saying: “His fatheris videshi
(ajibe at the fact that Randeep
Surjewala has mainly been active
in national politics), and beta su-
pervideshi hai, aaya hividesh se hai
(the sonisasuper foreigner, he has
even come fromaforeignland).”

The Kaithal seat was won by
Aditya’s grandfather Shamsher
Singh Surjewala (now deceased)
in 2005. Before that, he was a four-
time MLA from Narwana and a
one-time MP. Randeep won
Kaithalin2009 and 2014, but after
that, he has failed to win an elec-
tion, losing first the Kaithal
Assembly seatin2019and thena
2020 Assembly bypoll from Jind.

Randeep is currently a
Congress Rajya Sabha MP from
Rajasthan, who has made newsin
the Haryana Assembly elections
this time only for pushing back -
ineffectually — against his bitter

party rival Bhupinder Singh
Hooda. Surjewala Senior is be-
lieved to be still hopeful of chief
ministership should the Congress
win come October 8.

Dented as his father’s legacy
currently is, Aditya has only that
to go on, given his own inexperi-
ence. In the campaign, Randeep
and his supporters are a constant
presence, guiding his debut. His
posters include images of the sen-
ior Congress leadership, including
Rahul and Sonia Gandhi and
Mallikarjun Kharge.

At one of his campaign rallies
in a Kaithal village, Aditya ad-
dresses his five-year stay abroad,
and linksit to the situation backin
Haryana. “WhenIwent to Canada
in 2018, I would not see many
youngsters fromour area there.In
2023,1could only find youth from
Haryanawho had moved there af-
ter realising that there were nojob

Aditya Surjewala, at 25 the youngest candidate in the
Haryana polls, is the Congress nominee for Kaithal. Facebook

avenues back home. My heart
ached seeing that.”

He tells The Indian Express that
Kaithal has always been home. “

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .

have friends here and in Narwana
too, where I spent a lot of my
childhood. Shamsher Singh
Surjewala ji used to take my

brotherand meoutinthecar.Asa
young boy at that time, I felt how
important and satisfying it is to
help people.”

Aditya says his degree too will
help his politics. “My degree is
about operations and logistics. So,
[learntalot frommy personal ex-
perience in Canada, how different
governments function, how dif-
ferent bureaucracies work....”

He says he understands how
to reach out to the different com-
munities in Kaithal, as well. “Tun-
derstand thatalabourer has a dif-
ferent problem than a shopkeeper
in the city. So, I try to understand
their issues. The language has to
be changed, the dialect changes.”

He tells people how he has
seen Kaithal’s “transformation”
under his father, and the “deterio-
ration” since. “Kaithal is like our
temple... Our sisters, daughters,
mothers could once easily move

around the well-lit Kaithal's
streets. But they do not dare step
out now after 10 years of the BJP’s
tenure. The Congress party, my
grandfather, my father used torun
the governmentwith avision. The
BJP government does not even
know the ‘V’ of vision.”

Aditya flays the BJP for “only
doing caste-based, religion poli-
tics”. “Since my grandfather’s
time, I have learnt how to do
work-based politics.”

Aditya lays out his own vision
for Kaithal next, saying “my fightis
not for the next five years, but 50
years”. “My aimis to make Kaithal
even better than Gurgaon. I want
to bring infrastructure projects,
generate employment... The
youth of Haryana whom we ex-
pect to bring medals at the
Olympics do not have basic wash-
rooms in stadiums.”

His age is not a factor, Aditya

insists to The Indian Express.“At 25,
your brain is fully developed,
whichis why this is the minimum
age for contesting.”

Apart from Leela Ram, Aditya
is up against the Aam Aadmi
Party’s Satbir Goyat and the INLD-
BSP’s Anil Tanwar.

In the recent Lok Sabha polls,
the Congress did not contest the
Kurukshetra Lok Sabha seat un-
der which Kaithal falls, leaving it
for its ally AAP. The BJP’s Naveen
Jindal won, with the AAP’s Sushil
Gupta trailing in the Kaithal
Assembly segment.

Aditya says he is not worried.
Free of the anxiety of sustaining
his family — he has Rs 26 crore in
assets and Rs 1.5 crore annual in-
come,as per his affidavit - he says
his only aim is to make the lives of
the people better. “l am sure I will
winwithamargin that Kaithal has
never seen inits history.”
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CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Lvneeya W/0 Sh Arun Kumar
R/0 RZ -26 Gali No-4, Geetanjali
Park West Sagar Pur, Nangal
Raya Delhi-110046 have
changed my name from Barkha
to Lvneeya for all purposes.

0070924659-1

I, Km Rupali W/0 Anil Kumar
Anand R/o VillaNo.-15, Shristi,
Dundahera, Ghaziabad, UP-
201009 have changed my name
to RUPALI ANAND for all future
purposes.

0070924638-1

I, Khushboo Shree Sharma W/0O
Amit Kumar Sharma R/0 Apex
Golf Avenue E-1105, Atul Marg,
Bisrakh Road, Sports City,
Greater Noida, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201308
has changed my name from
KHUSHBOO SHREE SHARMA To
KHUSHBOO SHREE for all future
Purposes. 0070924635-1

I, Jamini Campbell D/o Anoop
Campbell R/0-881, Main-
Market, Sector-31,Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001, have changed
my name to Jamini Mary
Campbell, Permanently.

0040750091-2

I, Gunjan D/o Sh. Laxmi Narain
ChandnaR/0 8, Rashid Market
Ext.,New Delhi-110051 have
changed my name to Gunjan
Chandna. 0070924583-1

I, Dharam Nath Prasad S/o
Mahendra Prasad R/0 H.n0.213,
GaliNo.3, 25 futa Road,
Saraswati Vihar, Loni Dehat,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201102 do hereby declare that
both the namesi.e. Dharam
Nath Prasad & D.N.Prasad are
one and of the same person.

0070924649-1

I, Anupriya Sharma W/o Kamal
Sharma R/0779,S.F,GaliNo 7,
Govindpuri, Kalkaji, New Delhi
110019, have changed my name
to AnuSharma forall
purposes.

0040750035-1

I Rakesh Thakur R/O House no
11L block L extension mohan
garden West Delhi-110059 has
changed my name to Rakesh
Kumar Thakur for all purpose

0070924580-1

IRIDA, D/O TASLEEM AHMAD,
R/0T-15/1 G/F KHIRKI EXTN.
MALVIYA NAGAR NEW DELHI
110017, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RIDAFATIMAFORALL
PURPOSES

0040750039-1

I Mohammad Naushad Ansari
S/0, Mohammad Rusabali
Ansari R/0 Hno 266 P-2 Ward No
-2 Mehrauli, New Delhi 110030
have changed my nameto
Mohd Naushad Ansari.

0040750107-1

I,hitherto known as Rakesh
Kumar SharmaS/o Netra Pal
Sharma,R/o Flat No-21,
Shivshakti Apartment,Pocket-
04,Sector-A9, Narela,North
West Delhi,Delhi-110040, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Rakesh
Sharma.

0040750116-1

I,hitherto known as Raj
Kumar,S/o-Paranand R/0,E-
24/2,Khajuri-Khas,Khajoori
Khas,North-East Delhi,Delhi-
110094,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Jai Singh Chauhan.

0040750116-4

I,hitherto known as Praveen
Kumar alias Parveen Dabas,S/0
Shri Sat Raj Singh,R/0,H.
No.52,Near-Purani Chopal,Rani
Khera,North-West,Delhi-
110081,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Parveen Dabas.

0040750114-2

LLVIVEK PANDEY,S/O-KAUSHAL
KISHOR PANDEY,H NO-
254,LAKHANPUR,KANPUR-
NAGAR,KANPUR-208017
U.P,HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
TO VIVEK KUMAR PANDEY,FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSE.

0040750116-6

ILVIMAL ABBHI,S/O DEVENDER
PARKASH R/0 818 A,HUDA
COLONY SEC-03 BALLABGARD
FARIDABAD HARYANA-
121004,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO VIMAL JEET

0040750122-2

LVIKRANT SINGH,S/0-PANNA
LAL,R/O,H.N0-112/L-1,Type-3
Cpwd Government Quarters,
Dev-Nagar, Karol Bagh,Delhi-
110005,have changed my name
to VICKRANT SINGH,for
all,future purposes.

0040750119-5

LV KSharma,S/o Late M.N.
Sharma,R/0 Sri Mahamaya
Vaishnav Devi Mandir,Sector-8,
R.K. Puram,New Delhi-
110022,have changed my name
to Vinod Kumar Sharma for all
purposes.

0040750042-2

I,Sunil Kumar Sharma,S/o
Shri.KanhaiyaLal SharmaR/o-
M-172,Gali.No.12,Shastri
Nagar,Delhi-110052,have
changed my daughter’s name
from Jaanvi,D/o Sunil Sharma
to Jaanvi Sharma,D/o Sunil
Kumar Sharma,for all,future
purposes.

0040750117-6

I,Subhash Luthera,S/O NAND
LALLUTHRA,R/0-112, Gali.no.3,
Gagan Vihar extension Krishna
Nagar Delhi 110051,have
changed my name to Subhash
Luthra.

0040750122-7

I,Mother of N0.14662322W Nk
Bhaghyanath M
at,Edacheri(Vill),Edacheri(P.O)
, Edacheri(P.S),Kozhikode
(Dist), Kerala (State).My actual
nameis Vijayakumari M.K
D.0.B 27-June-1957 as per my
Aadhar-Card. But my son’s
servicerecords my name
wrongly mentioned as
Vijayakumari instead of
Vijayakumari M.K.

0040750114-6

I,Mohammad Sarwar Alam,S/o-
Mohammad Razi
Ahmad,House.no- PVT75
plot.no-62/B,Kh.n0-28/22 BLK-
mange ram-park Ch
masjid,Rohini,Delhi-110086,
changed my name to Sarwar
Alam.

0040750117-3

I,Kiran W/o Vinod Kumar
Sharma,R/0 Sri Mahamaya
Vaishnav Devi Mandir,Sector-
8, R.K. Puram,New Delhi-
110022,have changed my name
to Kiran Sharma for all
purposes.

0040750042-1

I,Kamal Prakash alias Kamal
Prakash Bhardwaj,S/0-Khem
Chand Bharadwaj R/o B-
4/8,Gali No.5,Kabir Nagar,
Delhi-110092,have changed my
name to Kamal Prakash
Bharadwaj for all future
purposes.

0040750118-1

ILKAVERI DUTTA,W/0O-SWAROOP
DUTTA,R/0-1129D, D-
BLOCK,11TH FLOOR,11TH-
AVENUE,GAUR-CITY 2,
GREATER-NOIDA-WEST,
GAUTAMBUDDHA-NAGAR,U.P-
201305,have changed my name
to KAVERI MAJUMDAR.

0040750122-3

I, Shitij Bhatia S/o Mohit Bhatia
R/013/31old Rajinder Nagar,
New Delhi-110060, changed my
name to Kshitij Bhatia.

0040750114-1

l,Jasvinder Singh,R/0-
40,Punjabi
Mohalla,Zamrudpur,GK-1,New-
Delhi-110048.My father’s
correct-name Harjinder Singh
but his name wrongly-
mentioned as S Harjinder Singh
Rattan in my educational-
certificates l.e. 10th & 12th
marksheet, Graduation degree.

0040750114-3

I,Sapna Surana W/o0 Manoj
Kumar Mahnot R/0-B-9/14,
4th.Floor Krishna Nagar Delhi-
110051,have changed my name
to Sapna Mahnot forall
purposes. 0040750108-7

I Kapil S/o Anil Kumar Garg R/o
U-1/45,Budh Vihar Phase-1,
Near Bharat Shakti School,
Delhi-110086, have changed my
name to Kapil Garg

0070924627-1

IKSAJIKUMAR FATHER OF
ABHUITH S RESIDENT OF
KIZHAKKUM BHAGAM,
ATTINKUZHY, KAZHAKUTTOM,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
695582. HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM K SAJIKUMARTO
SAJIKUMARK VIDE AFFIDAVIT
DATED 21 AUGUST 2024.

0070924610-1

| GLATHA MOTHER OF ABHUJITH
S RESIDENT OF KIZHAKKUM
BHAGAM, ATTINKUZHY,
KAZHAKUTTOM,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
695582. HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM GLATHATO G
LATHA KUMARI VIDE AFFIDAVIT
DATED 21 AUGUST 2024.

0070924611-1

I Chand Mohd Faisal S/0, Rahis
Khan R/o House No. 152 B, Gali
No 4, A-block, Near Jama
Masjid, Kabir Nagar, Delhi-
110094 have changed my name
to Mohd Faisal

0040750106-1

I,hitherto known as VIJENDRA
KR.CHOUDHARY,S/0O-MAHARAJ
SINGH,R/0O
SADHOPUR,DHOOMEDSO,GAUT
AMBUDDHA-NAGAR,UTTAR
PRADESH-203207,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
VIJENDRA CHOUDHARY.

0040750114-4

Itis for general information that
I,Raj Kumar,S/o-Tulsi Dass,R/0-
363,Katra-Sheikh
Ranjha,Hauzqazi-North Delhi-
110006,declare that name of
my wife has been wrongly
written as Kanchaninmy
minor son Advait Mehra aged-
14-Years School Records.The
actual name of my wifeis
Kanchan Bala, which may be
amended accordingly

0040750108-8

Itis for general information that
I,Anuj Jain,S/o-Suriender
Kumar Jain,R/0-46/1A/1,
3rd.Floor,Gali No.16,East Azad-
Nagar,Delhi-110051, Declare
that name of my Late father
has been wrongly-written as
Surendra KumarJainin my all
India Secondary School Exam-
2002,CBSE,Delhi.The actual-
name of my Lat- fatheris
Suriender Kumar Jain. which
may be amended accordingly.

0040750108-6

I,khushbu or khushboo w/0
Gaurav Maheshwari R/0 H.No
1/6085 3rd Floor Near Sai
Mandir East Rohtash Nagar
ShahdaraDelhi-110032 have
changed my name to Karuna
Maheshwari. 0070924651-1

I,RITU BIRMHAN W/O-NARESH
KUMAR,H.NO.4021, SECOND
FLOOR, ELDECO COUNTY,
SECTOR -19, SONIPAT,HARYANA
-131001,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAMETO RITU.

0040750119-2

I,Sandeep Lall,S/o-Parshotam
Lall,R/o-Flat.No-35,Second-
Floor Pkt.G-4,Rohini,Sector-
15,S.0,North-West Delhi,Delhi-
110089,have changed the name
of my minor daughter
Dakshyani aged-14-years and
she shall hereafter be known
as Dakshyani Kashyap.

0040750116-3

I,SUSHIL KUMAR S/O-PREM
CHAND R/O-FLAT.NO-Z-
704,SIDDHARTHA
APPARTMENT, M P ENCLAVE,
PITAMPURA, DELHI-
110034,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SUSHIL KUMAR
GARG. 0040750119-3

I,SHREYA SUDESH,W/0 PRAMOD
RAJENDRAN,R/O-SANTUSHTI
APARTMENTS D6,VASANT
KUNJ,NEW DELHI-110070,have
changed my name,from
SHREYA SUDESH to SHREYA
PRAMOD.

0040750114-5

I,Harish Chander Singh
Rawat,S/0: Nandan Singh
Rawat,house no.121 block-7
Lodhi Colony New Delhi-
110003,changed my name
toHarish Chander Singh.

0040750117-4

I,Hakikun,D/0 Ajeem,R/0-Vill
Karhiya Hajari Patti Post
Dummarbhar Kushinagar,UP-
274304have changed my
name,from Hakikun Neshato
Hakikun,for all my purposes.

0040750122-4

,ASHWANEE KUMAR
SRIVASTAV,S/0,SUSHIL
KUMAR,HOUSE.NO-5,GREEN-
VALLEY SOCIETY,NEAR SUPER
CAST FACTORY,GREATER-
NOIDA WEST,CHIPYANA
BUZURG,CHHIPYANA,GAUTAM
BUDDHA NAGAR, U.P-
201009,have changed my name
to ASHVANI KUMAR.

0040750122-5

I,AJAY KUMAR,S/O DAMODAR
DASS GOYAL H.NO-129/27(A)
JAWAHAR COLONY
FARIDABAD,HARYANA-
121005,have changed my name
to AJAY KUMAR GOYAL,for
all,future purpose.

0040750117-1

I, Raj Wanti W/o Raj Singh
Sehrawat, R/0-561, Pana
Begwan Village-Bawana, Delhi-
110039, have changed my name
to Rajwanti, Permanently.

0040750091-1

I, Yogesh Kumar S/o Shri Ashok
Kumar R/o Village & Post-
Astoli, Distt.-G.B.Nagar U.P.-
201302, have changed my
minor’s daughter’s name from
Swasti to Swasti Bhati for all
future purposes.

0070924653-1

I, VIKAS CHANDAN S/O PRIYA
VARAT CHANDAN R/0 V-1/58,
Second-Floor, Rajouri-Garden,
West-Delhi, Delhi-110027, have
changed my name to VEKKAS
CHANDN.

0040750122-10

I, Sukanya Kumar Sinha W/o
Kamal Preet Singh,R/0-
H.No.Eden-551, Sector-14,
Gurgaon Haryana-122001, have
changed my name to Sukanya
Kumar, Permanently.

0040750091-3

I, Sourav Tomer, S/0 Mr. Manvir
Singh R/0 H.No0.411, Gali No.24,
Saraswati Colony, Sehatpur,
Faridabad, Haryana-121013
have changed my nameto
Sourav Tomar for all future
purposes.

0040750022-1

I, Sameer Kant Colvin S/0. Jerald
Herman Colvin R/o. Flat No. B-
707, Kbnows Green Apt Plot
No.GH5, Sector-16, Greater
Noida have changed my name
to Samir Kant Colvin

0040750067-1

I, SANTOSH DEVI W/O
N0.4547811Y RANK Ex HAV
SATBIR YADAV R/0 573,
RAJOKARIPO:A F RAJOKARI,
DIST: DELHI-110038 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SUMESH DEVI VIDE AFFIDAVIT
DT. 18.9.24 BEFORE DELHI.

0070924665-1

I, Rachna Suhag D/o Surender
Singh R/0412/310,Bishan,
Jhajjar, Beri (Haryana)-
124201,have changed my name
toRachna.

0040750119-6

,LHIMANSHU KUMAR,S/O-TUHI
RAM,residing at,L-
117/2,LAXMAN-PURI NABI
KARIM-PAHARGANJ,DELHI-
110055,have changed my minor
son name,from GAURANG
PRAJAPATI to GAURANGK
PRAJAPATI,for all,future
purpose.

0040750116-2

I,HARPREET KAUR W/0O VISHAL
BHALLA R/O HNO.30,POCKET-
6,SECTOR-2,ROHINI,DELHI-
110085.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO HARPREET BHALLA.

0040750119-1

l,Ekta Bhatia W/o Manoj Bhatia
R/0 26/531,Killa Mohalla,
Bahadurgarh, district Jhajjar
(Haryana)-124507,have
changed my name to Kiran.

0040750119-8

I,Dinesh Kumar R/o
H.No.284/4,Ram Nagar,
Gurgaon (Haryana)-122001,
have changed my Minor Son
name from Himank to Himank
Khatri.

0040750119-7

I,SHIBU JOSEPH,S/O0-M P
CHACKO,R/0-A-301, SETHI, MAX
ROYAL SECTOR-76,NOIDA-
GAUTAMBUDHA NAGAR-
201301.U.P ,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHIBU JOSEPHM
C,FORALL,FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040750116-5

I,LRuminder Kumar Chowdhry,
S/0-Ram Sarup Chowdhry, R/0-
14/77,Geeta-Colony, Delhi-
110031,inform that Ruminder
Kumar Chowdhry and
Ruminder Chowdhry both are
one and same person.In future
| will be known as Ruminder
Kumar Chowdhry,for all
purposes. 0040750108-2

ILRANJIT DOGRA,S/O RATTAN
CHAND, R/0O,H.N0O.2620, 2ND-
FLOOR, GALI.NO.9,CHUNA
MANDI,PAHAR GANJ,CENTRAL-
DELHI,DELHI-110055,have
changed my father name
RATTAN CHAND to RATTAN
DOGRA,for all,future purposes.

0040750119-4

I,PRITAM SINGH TANWAR S/O
NATHU SINGH R/0O WZ-1584A
NANGAL RAYAN DELHI-
110046,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PRITAM SINGH

0040750122-1

I,Nakul S/o0 Subhash Luthra,R/0-
112 ,Galino.3,Gagan Vihar
extension Krishna Nagar Delhi-
110051,have changed my name
to Nakul Luthra

0040750122-6

I,Md. Ashphak,S/0 Gulam
Hazrat,R/0 51,T-Block,
Mangolpuri N Block,PO
Mangolpuri,North West Delhi-
110083,have changed my name
to Ashphak Khan.

0040750119-9

I,Deepty alias Deepty Garg alias
Deepty Aggarwal Garg,W/0O-
Udit Garg,R/0O-Flat.No-109,Ist-
floor, Saraswati-
Appartment,Tower
S-3,Pocket-D-6 Vasant-
Kunj,South-Delhi-110070,have
changed my name to Deepty
Aggarwal. 0040750108-3

I,Deep Chand,S/o-Mr.Jagan
Nath,R/0-N-28/B-486,CSA
Colony,Wazirpur Indl.
Area,Delhi-110052,inform that
in my minor daughter’s school
record her name wrongly
written as DIKCHIKA instead of
correct name DIKSHIKA. Kindly
amendment accordingly her
name in school records.

0040750117-5

,LBHUVANESHWAR SINGH,son
of BHANWAR SINGH.residing
at.Plot.No. 1&2,Second-
Floor,Pkt-11,Sector-
22,Rohini,North-West Delhi-
110086,have changed the name
of my minor son REHAAN
SINGH aged-15-years and she
shall hereafter be known as
RRANVIJAY SINGH.

0040750108-4

I,Asha Rani W/O Pardeep
Kumar,R/0 B/CA-1601 16th-
Floor,City Apartment-Aditya
World City Bamheta NH-
24,Ghaziabad,U.P-201002, Have
Changed My Name To Asha
Lalwani,Permanently.

0040750117-2

I, RADHAKRISHAN S/0 RAMLAL
R/0, FLAT NO.A-304, BALAJI
APARTMENT SECTOR-14,
ROHINI, DELHI-110085, HAVE
CHANGE MY NAME TO RADHA
KRISHAN CHHABRA.

0040750108-5

I, Priya D/0 Sh. Dharmender
Shukla, R/o H.No. 27, lInd Floor,
Pocket-3, Sector-2, Rohini,
Delhi-85, have changed my
name to Priya Shukla for all
future purposes.

0040750061-1

I, Preety W/0 Sachin Singh
Sisodiya R/o Flat No-16106,
Tower-Alpine, Mahagun
Mywoods, Sector-16C, Greater
Noida West, UP-201318 have
changed my name to PRITI
CHAUHAN for all future
purposes.

0070924636-1

I, Prahlad Rai Aggarwal S/o late
Ram Chander R/o0 A-2/208,
Milan Vihar Apartments, plot
no 72, 1.P. Extension,
Patparganj, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to Prahlad
Rai Gupta for all future
purposes.

0040750024-1

I, Nrendra Singh Bora S/o Lalit
Singh Bora R/0-93-T, Sector-8,
Jasola, Okhla, Delhi-110025,
have changed my nameto
Narender Singh Bora.

0040750122-9

lLAnita Luthera,W/o0-Subhash
Luthra,S/O-NAND LAL
LUTHRA,R/0-112 ,Gali.no.3,
Gagan-Vihar extension
Krishna-Nagar Delhi-
110051,have changed my name
to Anita Luthra.

0040750122-8

I,N0.4547811Y RANK Ex HAV
SATBIR S/0 SHRI BHAGWAN R/O
573,RAJOKARIPO:AF
RAJOKARI, DIST: DELHI-110038
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
SATBIR YADAV VIDE AFFIDAVIT
DT. 18.9.24 BEFORE DELHI.

0070924666-1

I, Nitin Kumar S/o Bhupendra
Singh R/0 326, Jagriti Vihar
Sector-23, Sanjay Nagar
District Ghaziabad have
changed name of my daughter
from Anshika Kashyap to Yashi
Kashyap for all future
purposes, my daughter should
be known by the name of Yashi
Kashyap. 0070924632-1

I, Nishant Seahgaal s/o Yadav
Inder Pal Sehgal R/o0 H.No-81,
Sector-15A Noida,Uttar
Pradesh-201301,have Changed
my name to Nishant Sehgaal
permanently. 0040750108-1

I, Mamta Gupta, w/0 Rohit
Gupta, residing at *D-5/34,
Ratiya Marg, Sangam Vihar,
New Delhi-110080*, have
changed my name from
*Mamta Upreti* to *Mamta
Gupta*.lshall now be known
as *Mamta Gupta* in future for
all purposes.

0040750036-1

I, MONA W/0 ANKIT KUMAR
SINHA, R/O FLAT NO 202 2ND
FLOOR GOLDEN RESIDENCY
SHR SECTOR 49 NOIDA, SD
VIDYA SCHOOL, GAUTAM
BUDDHA NAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH-201301, have
changed my name to MONA
SONKER for all future
purposes.

0070924607-1

LOST & FOUND

Lost my original Possession Slip
of my Plot No.B-29, Mangol
Puri, Delhi-110083. Finder may
Contact-Suresh Kumar Jain at
C-186, Prashant Vihar, Delhi-85

0040750046-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Clientess Smt. Jagmati W/o Late Sh. Sube Singh
R/o 150, Near Chowk, Birla Mandir, Village
Barwala, Delhi-110039, has severed all relations
with his son namely, Bhoodev & his wife Ms. Priti
Both resident C/o Sh. Ravinder Rana, Mohan Adda,

Near Khera Kalan, Delhi and further disinherited
them from all her movable and immovable properties
i.e. residential plot situated at Village Barwala and
Agriculture land situated at Village Miana, Tehsil
Gannor, Sonipat, Harayan. My client shall have no
concern with them. Because both are not under the
control of my client, Anybody dealing with them in
connection of any property and otherwise may do so
at his/her own risk and peril and my client shall in no
way be responsible for the same in any manner

whatsoever.
Sd/-

AJIT SINGH
Advocate
Ch.No.80 W. WING

Lost my Original Allotment
Letter of Plot No.B-332, Sector-
C-8, Tronica City, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh. Finder may
Contact-Love Gopal Bhardwaj
at Kh.No.611 Neelkanth
Mahadev Marg, Sabhapur
Extension, Delhi-110094

0040750044-1

l,S.Sathiyamani, S/o K.V.
Srinivasan, R/o0 A1B, DDA Flats,
Munirka, New Delhi-110067,
have lost my original allotment
letter on flat No. 606, Block-10,
Second. Floor, Kendriya Vihar,
Sec.-51, Noida, issued by
CGEWHO during aug 1994 Reg.
No.NABO0790. If found please
contact 9868100830.

0040750027-1

I, Mohammad Asghar Igbal S/o
Mr. MD Naqui Ahmad R/o H.No.
80, Gali No-15, Zakir Nagar,
Okhla, South Delhi-110025. My
name on school recordis
mentioned as Mohammed
Asghar Igbal and whereas on
my aadhar card itis mentioned
as Mohammad Asghar Igbal,
both are one and same person.
My correct nameis
Mohammad Asghar Igbal, it
will be same in future.

0040750020-1

I, PRASHANT S/0 Sh. ASHOK
KUMAR, D.O.B. 14.04.1991 R/0
WZ A 55, FF, KHNo0 23/18, Ram
Dutt Enclave, Uttam Nagar
East, Delhi 110059 also Near
PHC Satnali, VPO Satnali,
Mahendergarh, Haryana
123024, have changed my name
to PRASHANT MAHADEYV vide
affidavit dt 17.09.2024 sworn
before Ms. NAVNEET KAUR, SL
N0 36/2023, Oath
Commissioner Tis Hazari Court
Delhi. 0070924657-1

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

I,Ashwani Kumar Gautam,S/o
Sh.Yesh Pal, R/0,B/12,
Gali.No.2,Satya-Vihar,
Burari,Delhi,have declare that |
have lost my property-
documents bearing
KH.No0.1198,Gold City
Pavi,Sadak-Pur,Loni,
Gaziabad,Uttar Pradesh of-
120sq.yard. If found contact-
7838689325.

0040750114-9

Itis for general information that
I, Shekhar Tyagi S/o Sh. Anil
Tyagi R/o Village Achheja, Dist.
Hapur, UP inform that | have
lost receipt nos. 0662556 of Rs.
34,00000/- and 0662792 of Rs.
51160/- of Plot No. C.D.-14,
Avantika, Ghaziabad (UP),
Finder please contact:
7838431699

0040750101-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

M« Navean Babo has approachad
ICICI Bank Ltd., Vesra Tower, S5-
26, 2nd floor, Green-Park Exdn,
New Delhl (Bank) for advancing a
loan for purchase of DDA Flat Mo
263, Ground floor, alongwith
ooooter Garage Mo, 5 & Car
Garage Mo, 56, Gulmohar
Enciava. Maw Dalhi, from Mg
Diplka Dhawan, who has
rapresentad that she is the
absolute owmer of said flat by
way of Will dated D3.07.2015
(reg. no. 673) executed by Late
Mrs. Chander Mehra, who was
tha Origisal dwmer by vifke of
Convayance Dead dated
24 09,2013 [Reg. no. 24039, it
anybody, person, bady corporata
has any right, llen or claim
vihatsoewer on thea said Property,
then he'sheit may contact the
undersigned with documentary
prood af claim within 15 days of
publication & this nobice
otharvisa it shall ba deamed that
gither there are no claims or the
same have been waived off. No
claim or objection shall be
enfertained thereafter and Bank
shall procead to advance the loan
by morkaging e ssid propearty
Amit Kumar, Advocate

GNA & Associales

D-28, Jangpura Extensian,

MHew Delhi-110014.

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that my client Sh.
Pankaj Manchanda and Sh. Sachin
Manchanda both Sons of Late Sh. Om
ParkashManchanda R/O C-41,
Pushpanjali Enclave, PitamPura, Delhi-
110034, the owner of Property bearing
C-41, Pushpanjali Enclave, PitamPura,
Delhi-110034. That the original Share
Certificate, Allotment Letter, possession
letter/Slip, Map Plan, Sanction Letter,
Form C & D, and related documents in
respect of the above mentioned property
issued by the DDA, New Delhi, all in
the name of Late Sh. Om
ParkashManchanda, has been
misplaced/un  traceable or lost
anywhere, and not traceable with best
efforts. A FIR/NCR/LR No.
2120160/2024 dated 15/09/2024 with
the PS, Crime Branch, New Delhi,
against this has been lodged. Any person
claiming any right, title or interests,
having any objection or found in
possession of any original documents
may write or contact with the above
names person at the above address/
phone No. 9891411107 within 15 days
from the date of publication of this
NOTICE. The person claiming any
rights, interests, objection with respect
to the above said property can
personally inform or write to The
Deputy Director(CS)/Director (CS), or
to the undersigned.

Sd/-

(M. G. VACHER)
ADVOCATE

CH. NO. 234, CIVIL WING,
TIS HAZARI, DLEHI-110054.
(MOBILE-9810429034)

PUBLIC NOTICE

L AML KUBAAR PUNSHL Sic, Lade
2h. E.K_Punzhi Ria. BANBDA,
Janipuri, ND-58 being aboled vide
DDA Flle Mo F-32(1E3)74848HE
having Pn Mo, 381557609 have lost
thalr Criginal Allotment and
Posssesion LaSlar, Demmand Labber
HOC Siip of ‘Water and Elsciricity
Cormection Isswed by DDA aforesald
proparty has been lost AF.LR. LR, No.
FOBSRETI2024 daled A o this
afieci has besn lodged o polica
Btation. Any pessona(e) cialming any
rightt, hanving any obiaction or found In
possassion of origined documands may
writeioconimat who abova  namod
parsan al abave sddmees vida 15 deya
from e osle of pubBcation of his
natice and can pefcenally comact -
Deputy Dimsctor (LAB) Housing,
MIGD-Blk, 3rd Flogr, DD& Vikss
Sadsn, INA, NLD.

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054
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PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that
I, AASTHA JAISWAL D/O
ANIL KUMAR JAISWAL R/O
BARAHPUR, BARAH PUR,
GHAZIPUR, UTTAR PRADESH
-233302 declare that name of my
father has been wrongly written
as ANIL JAISWAL in my all
educational documents. The
actual name of my father is ANIL
KUMAR JAISWAL, which
may be amended accordingly.

IN THE COURT OF SH.
NARESH KUMAR MALHOTRA,
LD.DISTRICT JUDGE
(COMMERCIAL COURT-06),
WEST DISTRICT, ROOM No.
403, EXTENSION BUILDING
(NEW), FOURTH FLOOR, TIS
HAZARI COURT, DELHL

SUMMON FOR PUBLICATION
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Under Order 5 Rule 20 of the Code
of Civil Procedure)

CS (Comm.)No/30/2023

CANARA BANK.

Vs Plaintiff
SHUBHAM CLOTH AND
GARMENTS

....... Defendant

To,
(Defendant No. 2)

ISHWAR CHAND GUPTA S/O SH.
KIRODI MAL R/O H. NO. 3B,
RATAN BAGH, NEAR RAILWAY
ROAD, NANGLOI, DELHI 110041

WHEREAS you, in view of the
reports already received, cannot be
served in ordinary way. It is hereby
notified that if you shall not defend
the case on the 23rd day of October
2024, the day fixed for the final

IN THE COURT OF SH. NARESH
KUMAR MALHOTRA,
LD.DISTRICT JUDGE

(COMMERCIAL COURT-06),
WEST DISTRICT, ROOM No. 403,
EXTENSION BUILDING (NEW),
FOURTH FLOOR, TIS HAZARI
COURT, DELHL

SUMMON FOR PUBLICATION

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Under Order 5 Rule 20 of the Code of
Civil Procedure)

CS (Comm.)No/1003/2022

CANARA BANK...............
Vs
M/S KRISHNA FOOTWEAR..........
Defendant

Plaintiff

To,
(Defendant No. 1)

M/S KRISHNA  FOOTWEAR,
THROUGH ITS PROP. KRISHAN
KUMAR R/O C-104, CAMP NO. 2,
J.J. COLONY, NANGLOI, NEW
DELHI 110041

(Defendant No. 2)

UDAY SINGH S/0 PAL SINGH
R/O C-104, CAMP NO. 2, J.J. COLONY,
NANGLOI, NEW DELHI 110041

WHEREAS you, in view of the reports
already received, cannot be served in
ordinary way. It is hereby notified that

PUBLIC NOTICE

That my client, viz. Shri Ashish Tiwari
son of Shri Dinesh Chandra Tiwari,
resident of L-129, Shastri Nagar,
Delhi- 110052, intends to sell his
freehold Built-up Property bearing
Municipal No.L-129, with an area
measuring 200 Sq.yds., i.e. 167.2
Sq.Mtrs., (Old Plot No.64), Situated at
Shastri Nagar, Delhi-110052, having
acquired the said property by
inheritance from his mother and on the
basis of Relinquishment Deed
executed by 1) his father, Shri Dinesh
Chandra Tiwari son of Late Shri Uttam
Chandra Tiwari and 2) his sister, Smt.
Uplabdhi Sharma wife of Shri Kul
Bhushan Sharma in his favour and
registered as document No. 10016.
dated 31.08.2018, with the office of
Sub-Registrar No.1, Kashmere Gate,
Delhi. If any person or persons
has/have any objection/ Challenge,
right, title or interest by way of
inheritance or claim with regard to the
above said property, then he/she/they
should send the claim in writing to the
undersigned  along  with  the
documents/evidence in support thereof
within 15 days of the publication of
this notice, failing which claims, if any,
shall be deemed to have been waived.
Sd/-

YASH VERMA

ADVOCATE

Enrl. No.-D/1576/17

Chamber No.95, Old Court,
Sub-Registrar No.1,

Kashmere Gate, Delhi-06.

E-AUCTIONS NOTIFICATION

if you shall not defend the case on the
23rd day of October 2024, the day fixed
for the final disposal, it will be heard
and determined ex-parte.
GIVEN under my hand and the seal of
the court on this 12th Day of
September, 2024.

Sd/-
@ JUDGE

e e

disposal, it will be heard and
determined ex-parte.
GIVEN under my hand and the seal
of the court on this 12th Day of
September, 2024.
Sd/-
Seal Judge

Andhra Pradesh State Co-operative
Marketing Federation Limited
g5E-1-11, Phase 3rd Markfed Lay af no, 4584, APIC Codomy Road, Jawahar Aufo Nagar, Vigyawada,

Yijayawada (Urban), NTR (Andhra Pradesh) - 320007 - Ph: 7083885111

AP Markfed invites bidders for the disposal of 12,102 MTs of Jowar procured from farmers
during the Habi 2023-24 season. The auclion will commence wef 20-09-2024 at
11:30 AM through the Markray Portal on a daily basis uniil the entire quantity is disposed
Far more details, please visit the official websie. (https:imarkfed.ap.gov.in/markray/}
Contack: 9133215888, &di- GENERAL MANAGER

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that
I, AADYA JAISWAL D/O
ANIL KUMAR JAISWAL R/O
BARAHPUR, BARAH PUR,
GHAZIPUR, UTTAR PRADESH
-233302 declare that name of]
my father has been wrongly
written as ANIL JAISWAL in
my all educational documents.
The actual name of my father is
ANIL KUMAR JAISWAL,
which may be amended
accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT SHRI KAMESH
SHARMA, WHO HAD APPLIED FOR LOAN FROM
LICHFL AND THERE IS A DEATH OF SMT. MORA
ALIAS HARMINDER KAUR AND DURING HER
LIFE TIME SHE EXECUTED A REGISTERED WILL
DATED 12.06.2014 IN FAVOUR OF SHRI GULSHAN
NAGPAL, IN RESPECT OF THE FREEHOLD BUILT-
UP PROPERTY BEARING PLOT NO. 23, AREA
MEASURING 50 SQ. YDS., OUT OF KHASRA No.
962 TO 964, SITUATED AT VILLAGE NAWADA,
COLONY KNOWN AS OM VIHAR IN BLOCK-D,
NEW DELHI-110059, AND THERE ARE OTHER
LEGAL HEIRS ALSO.
IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN THE
AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD INFORM
& GIVE INTIMATION TO THE UNDERSIGNED
WITHIN 07 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF ISSUE OF
THIS NOTICE.
Sd/-
SUBHASH GUPTA
(Advocate)
Mob: 9910464710
D-446/2002

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notified that my Clients Shri Rai Singh S/o
Late Sh. Tule Ram and Smt. Madhu wife of
Sh. Rai Singh both R/o H. No.B-84,85,86
Asthal Colony, Bawana, Delhi 110039 have
disown and debbared their son Gitanshu Rathor
and his wife Smt. Shakuntala from inherting all
their movable & immovable properties with
immediate effect and have severed all kinds of
relations with them. Anybody dealing with them
in any manner shall be doing so at his own risks,
consequences, responsibility and costs and my
clients and their daughters shall not be
responsible /liable for any of their acts or deeds.
Sd/-

Dinesh Singhal

Advocate

Office.-# D-52 Ground Floor,

Phase-2, Nangloi, Delhi-110041

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concerned on the behalf
of my client Sh. PANCHA NAND DAS,
$/0 Sh. RAM MOHAN DAS R/0 D-5/32,
SWARN JAYANTI VIHAR, TIKRI KHURD,
NARELA, DELHI 110040 that he has
severed all his relations with his Children
i.e Lakhan Das, Bholu Das, Someer Das,
Beena Das, Meena Das and Jaya and has
disowned and disinherited them from all
his movable and immovable properties.
Anyone dealing with them shall do so on
their own risk and consequences.
MUZAMMIL USMANI (Advocate)
Advocate & Legal Consultant
Office at: 362 Il Floor, Kohat Enclave New
Delhi-110034

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notified that my Clients Shri Rai Singh S/o
Late Sh. Tule Ram and Smt. Madhu wife of
Rai Singh both R/o H. No.B-84,85,86 Asthal
Colony, Bawana, Delhi 110039 do hereby,
with the present notice, disown thier son
namely Priyanshu Rathor for all his/her/their
movable & immovable properties from the
immediate effect and further served all kind
of relationship with them. They are being
disobedient and beyond our control. Anybody
dealing with them shall be doing so at his own
risks and costs and we shall not be
responsible /liable for any of their acts/deeds.
Sd/-

Dinesh Singhal

Advocate

Office.-# D-52 Ground Floor,

Phase-2, Nangloi, Delhi-110041

5. 3050/2024-25 2. 16.09.2024

R gfiug uwa! dumy fadie

£-fafear
t-fafam =, (04,05) /avawm fawmr/ 2024-25
TN TR gfeg ot dmy o §-ffEe wonetgan Fifder g
for=ier 16.09, 2024 roft s 18.00 wrroren qter wridseftes weramre nfives &t sng.

www.mahatenders.gov.in @1 Swwmdesy FfEgr o wgmn, FfEer amm
TG T At wereTay Wiiee S sk, de v e e

f. 23.00.2024 15ft = 18.00 st fAfder . T
e YITHE
R 9w et dvey

NICDIT KRISHNAPATNAM INDUSTRIAL CITY

DEVELOPMENT LIMITED ( NKICDL ).

1st Floor, IHC Corporate, Plot No.3,4,6, Industrial Park, Mangalagiri,
Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh-522503.
Email: g.nagabhushanam@gov.in, gnagabhushanam@gmail.com

NKICDL invites Request for Qualification (RFQ) cum Request for Proposal (RFP)
for Selection of Consultant for Obtaining Environmental Clearance & Consent for
Establishment at Donakonda Mega Industrial Hub, Prakasam District, Andhra Pradesh.
The details of the tender notice and bid document can be downloaded from the
website : www.apeprocurement.gov.in (or) https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in
Bid document download Start Date & Time : 17th Sep. 2024 at 8.00 pm, Bid document
download end date & Time 25th Sep. 2024 up to 1.00 pm, Bid submission closing date
& Time : 25th Sep. 2024 at 3.00 pm. Sd/- CE, NKICDL

DIPR No.3177PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22, Dt: 18/09/2024

M Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Ltd.
i (CIN: US0T08JH2013SGO001 T04)
Regd. Office: 2od Floor, JUSNL (SLDC) Building,

Kousai lI'u:Iun_j.', Doranda, Ti::_m.'l'uid'l?.
{E-mail:cetjusnliagmail.com)

TENDER CANCELLATION NOTICE

Due to unavoidable circumstances, tender
invited vide RFP no. 122/PR/JUSNL/2024-25 for

Appointment of a consultancy firm for I'T department of

JUSNL to guide and improve service delivery

mechanisms and efficiency of the department is hereby
cancelled,.

wfia va weefim § Swil aard | swan s

RraTadl &1 18003456570(HTd H+e) w¥ 5wl e |

PR No. 331129 Sd/i-

General Manager, CEM (NWEBFP)
JUSNL.Ranchi

PR 335854 {Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Migam Ltd) 24-25 (D)

pnDINESH4hX3wSSR(20)

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF SH. NARESH
KUMAR MALHOTRA,
LD.DISTRICT JUDGE

(COMMERCIAL COURT-06), WEST

DISTRICT, ROOM No. 403,
EXTENSION BUILDING (NEW),
FOURTH FLOOR, TIS HAZARI

COURT, DELHL

SUMMON FOR PUBLICATION
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(Under Order 5 Rule 20 of the Code
of Civil Procedure)

CS (Comm.)No0/729/2022

CANARA BANK. ... Plaintiff
Vs
MOBILE MEDIA TRAVELS
....... Defendant

To,
(Defendant)

M/S MOBILE MEDIA TRAVELS
THROUGH ITS PROPRIETOR MR
TINKU SHAH, MOB NO 9223593718
R/O NO 343, GALI NO 1, THAN SINGH
ANAND PARBAT, NEW DELHI-110005

ALSO AT: PRIMAX TRAVEL
CHARGER 302/2, GALI NO
2 THAN SINGH NAGAR
ANAND PARBAT NEW
DELHI-110005

ALSO AT: 289 GALI NO 2 THAN
SINGH NAGAR ANAND
PARBAT CENTRAL
DELHI-110005

WHEREAS you, in view of the reports

already received, cannot be served in

ordinary way. It is hereby notified that if

you shall not defend the case on the

9th day of October 2024, the day fixed for

the final disposal, it will be heard and

determined ex-parte.

GIVEN under my hand and the seal of the

court on this 11" Day of September, 2024

Sd/-
Judge

Seal

HARYANA STATE POLLUTION
CONTROL BOARD

C-11. SECTOR-6, PANCHKULA
Website-www_ hapch org i, E-Mail- hspehsolidwasiefmpgmanl.com
[ele Fax No. - 0172-2577870-73

Nolice for Public Hearing

It is for the miemation of all concerned régarding conducting the Public Hedring
T i Mg Emvirommen Olearance for "'n.‘||||':1',_: ol Sand ( Misor Miseral ) ffom the
Riverbed of Yanuma River (Chandhut South Unit) wath an annual produsction
capacity of 4335000 MT over an area of YR 150 heclares (24539 acres] in
Chandihu South Village, Palwal Tehst] & Destrict of Haryang Stote. The projedt 18
civered under the ambil of Emaronment 1'"r..:_| Assessmmienl Notlicalion dsied
| &th Sep, 2006 1ssued by the Mimstry of Esvironmment, Fores? and Climate Change
Diepartment, GO, thus required 10 obdain Environmental Clearance, The detail of

thee usit IR -".|I-\._ tiane & vene of Publc Hesrmg s RIYET &R urde
A Name of | Dateof | Timeof | Venue ol
i, Uniki Muildic Pkl PFuibllic
Hearkag | Mearing | Hearkag
[ 1 .lr'. AFEN PRIVECT WORKS Bhop M 1 ' '|,i||..ll‘_,'.
I, Mamjpest Filling Station; ™ear % .l|:.|"|I Chandhi
[l Village-Manglor,, KARMNAL |.'J- [O2024 | 1100 AM | Tebinil &
HARYANA, 133001, m per TORS s |'-.'i [Fiatric
ihe Deovermingn! ol Indda M indstry -I. Fralwial
v dioaumsanst,. Fodesd aod Oligwie € ||.u|L--_'i
surd by the Slate Level xpet Appraiead
Conraraiiles SE AL HARY AMNAT wvide
b letier dajed | 206, 9028
A oa peart ol peocedune Tor seeking the Lo wumental clearance, notifled by ihe
Mmwtry of Environment, Foresl & Chmate Change Depariment, Govt, ol India
et Dell wide MNotilicallon Mo, S0, 1333 (H), dated 14,59 006, the Prevecl
proponenl mentioned above have applied 10 the Haryene State Pollulton Control
Hoand, for conducting & Mablic Hearing &0 as 1o oblmn views, siggestions. and
dbypectomn, iF anv, of The nearbiy Public on ibe proposed peaject. Coples of

execilive summary of the project and ELA sindy report, submitied by the
projec propomenl, are avallable i the llowing offivers which can be
porused during office bowrs, on amy working day :-

. Deputy Commmuissioner, Palwal

R.'_.l mal CMoer, |5..:'_.'.-||.; Simte Pollution Coitiol Baand, 1= Flaor, HSVP

Ofhee Uomplex, Mear Crymichana Clish, Secior=1.2, Palwal-1 21 [0

Lo U hatrman, £8la Parshsd, Palwa
4. Wo Uommssioner, Mumcipal Councitl, Pabwal

District Development and Panchyst (HTicer, Palwal
f, Deputy Direcior, Disricl Industries Cenire, Palwal
Notice 18 herchy given 10 all concemned 1o file supgestions, views, comments and
objections, if any, on the proposed project, to the Chairman, Haryans State
Pollution Control Board, C-11, Secior-6, Panchlula as well as Regional Officer,
Haryana State Pollution Control Board, I1- Floor, HSYP (ffice Complex, Mear
Grymikhana Club, Sector-12, Palwal-121102 within 30 days of the publication of
this notice. Besides, a Public Heanng also wall be held on the: Date; Time &
Vinue mentioned above al the proposed site of the project, which can be atfended
by amy person including bonafide residents, Environmental Groops, and others,
located a1 the project sileisiies of displacementsies likely to be aiffected,
Oral Writen sugpestions, 1f any be admissible for attending the Pubdic Heanng.,

o TADA wall be admissible for attending the Public Hearmg,

Pardecp Kitmar, LAS
Mo, JUISTHRY

Member Secrelary
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ASSET RECOVERY MANAGEMENT BRANCH (D.P.- 17415)

. ™ ] .
dotel 4o LHM{E}}EHE@ GROUND FLOOR, LUV KUSH TOWER, EXHIBITION ROAD, SALUTE THE SOLDIER

[ rérais= Syndicate PATNA-800008, Mobil No-$102916048 Emailchi7415@canarabenk com | LALLMV A R g 113 LRG0 V) CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

2nd Floor, Plot No.9, Survey No.49, IT Park, Mangalagiri-522503
SALE NOTICE email aphmhidc@gmail.com & ed.apmsidc16@gmail.com JAMMU & KASHMIR
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Properties under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and | MELLERINIHVETLIZ NI /202 ' J9-202/ 19 September 1965
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 APMSIDC invites tenders through e-procurement platform (https://tender.apeprocurement. Shaheed Constable Ram Prakash of 3 Battalion of

gov.in) for Equipment Wing : Procurement & Supply of 1. food laboratory equipment to CRPF had been on deputation with ITBP since

Malica & heraby given (o the public in general and in particular to the Borrowsr (5), Director (5)and Guarantor (5) hat the below descrbed mmovable properies morigaged'charged to the
i . ) ) o P e : 1962. When Chinese troops attacked the Zanskar

Secured Craditor, the Constructive possession of which has bean taken by the Authorised Officer Canara Bank, will be sold on *As = where s°, *Asis whats™, and " Whalever there is”

Guntur, Tirupati, Visakhapatnam. 2. Equipment and other items to various Govt. Hospitals

Baballé ak s ki in AP under NHM Funds. 3. Equipment & other items to DSH Hospitals in Andhra Pradesh. SHAHEED CT |syb post in Dungti, Ladakh, Constable Ram
i ; : 4. Equipment & other items to DME Hospitals in Andhra Pradesh. 5. Equipment and other RAM PRAKASH|p akash and his team bravely defended their
30days E-Auction Sale Notice For Sale of Immovable Properties items under CSS Scheme. 6. Equipment and furniture items to APSACS. 7. Equipment 3 BN position despite being outnumbered. Tragically;
5 : to cancer care centers for 5 Districts (Kurnool, Kakinada, Anantapur, Visakhapatnam, 18-9-1941TO : e : s
Sl |Name (Address| | Name of Al.c. Borrower Outstanding Details of Property Iﬁmm Price [EMD/ | Date & Time Guntur). 8. Equipment and other items to new medical colIeges/Hosppitals 9 Eq[l)Jipment 19-9-1965 i ststained v by ar-ld ultimately made
No.| Contact No of G tor | Mort in R, Bid Multiplier Amount | |  of Aution/EMD o i > the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.
the Branch uaran origagor to Existing Medical Colleges under PG Seats. 10. Equipment and other items under 15th
A =TT R finance commission. 11. Identification of the service provider to implement the Tele-
a) Mis Parampur Rice Mill Pvi. Lid, |30.11.2018 EMT of Land & Busding in the name of Mis | Rs 412.31,000~ | Date & Time of : : : )
ol ko P S0 810, Popr vt e L e 750 S b | | ({08 St 12 Pttt aTIsaAR
g ARM Branch, | 5 Rajbansh Singh Three Crore Nine Lakh|khata No. 54, Thana No. 392, Halka No. 7, Rs.10000/- 21.10.2024 p ) 08y o quipment y : 19 September 2012
Patna, c) Mr. Rameshwar Singh|Eleven Thousand Three | nayoa Rajpur Chore, PO- Raipur Chore, PS A 14, Medlca_l eqmpmt_an_tfor_Trauma Care centers in AE. N _ On the 19th of September 2012, troops of 2
Mob No- | (Director) Sio SriRajbansh Singh (Hundred Fifty Only) along | _ shivsagar, District - Rontas, Binar, 161.30 For detailed notification and further details please visit the web site Battali f CRPF d out of ’th . .
8107916048 |4} Mr. Rajbansh Singh [wihpendentelite andfulure | aoo. 2 grre 30 Dacimal i http://msidc.ap.nic.in & www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in attalioh of LhtL moved out of thelr canp 1n
(Guarantor) Sio Late Bachcha [nteres! al the contisctual| 8o undary:. North- Pokhara, South - me | [APVSIDG will eserve e right 1o cancel the tenders at any time without 2 to sanitize the helipad atea. A the troops
; - ' ; ime- ishi i
Singh - fake TI'IJI'I'I .ED'T‘I'E:I‘IE it Bimlesh Singh, East- Road & Nij, West- 19 10 2024 assigning any reasons. SHAHEED CT werg eSta. .1S %I‘lg PICKeLs 1o cover the area, the
All abc,d residing at - Villags- |costiil realization, asperR. | o Singh, il Sd/- MANAGING DIRECTOR VAHADEY maoists hiding in the dense forest launched a brutal
Ralpur Chore, Shivsagar District- |F case noA37/2017 arising ﬂ.l:-:;:l#-.;d”fﬂ' DIPR No.3169PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22, Dt: 18/09/2024 MIND attack at one of the pickets. The pickgt' was
Rohias, Bihar, Pin Code-801123  |outefO.Ano BT8I2016. 4. 2 BN manned by Shaheed Constable Mahadev Minj, HC
Date: 16.09.2024 : — " S Authorised offl Praveen Kumar and Constable Suresh V. On
Place : Patna For Detailed Terms and Conditions of the Sale,Please refer to the link provided in www.canarabank.com [ Hingg 1-159;_199_;?)120 receiving the fire, the three daredevils charged at

' - A i "SASTRA DIVISION® Ling Bazar 2nd Floor, the maoists and opened heavy fire on them. Soon
tI'E"El Elqrﬂﬁ .EIEIE q P'm]nb nﬂhﬂnﬂl bnﬂk U‘ﬂPﬂEitE Sadar HE&;Ji!EF.FUI‘I‘IEEHESdﬂm some other maoists also attacked this picket from another

e rame o can AN e | b @pnb_m.in. Mob:-G304758033, direction. Ol‘.l Feceiving the fir.e from two di}rections, Shaheed .Ct
Mahadev Minj advanced ferociously and inflicted heavy casualties

. T T |

_ 3IBTA g_ | il|a§| SITHAYT T _ POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR MOVABLE & IMMOVAEBLE PROPERTY) on the maoists, but in the endeavour the braveheart himself
s—fAfasr | — 05/2024-25/EE/RWD/LATEHAR f&-i® : 18.09.2024 Whereas the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Punjab Nafional Bank under the Securifization and | — Teceived severe injuries and attained martyrdom after neutralis-
AESE fhober _ UTaBTerd I (BT ) w1 it | | Reconstruction of Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and In exercise of powers conferred under | ing 3-4 maoists. For his pr}paralleled valour and brayery, Shahe'ed
0 Ho /bt wo s @ P 3t | aER | ey || Section 13 read with the Secunty Interest {Enforcement) Rules, 2002, sswed demand notices on the dates mentioned against Constable Mahadev Minj was awarded the President’s Police
RWD/LATEEAR SRTST e § RSl Neld WA | ®0 a1 IS Tl || each account calling upon the respective borowers o repay the amount as mentioned against each account within 60 days |  Medal for Gallantry posthumously.
1 ERGINI HRIT RO qIed & B8R qP U 286.232 | @G 4S9 IR T 15 HI8 from the date of notice(z) date of receipt of the said notice(s).
20/2024-25 -
_ ! . il q‘;‘j | The bomower having failed 1o repay the amount, notice ks hereby given to the borrower and the public in general thal the
T Ta7ad B9 ST 9T : undersigned has taken possession of the property descnbed herein bedow in exarcise of powers confarrad 1o him under section
2 R\E%IZJQEE;AR RATSIE | dl0SIoSI0 € W ITEETS! B 8¢ | 342.804 - Wa?% = 15 AT8 13(4) of the said Aot read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the date mentioned against account, The bomowers! guarantaor/ ‘h MINERAL EXPLORATION AND
| DA TE TP U i | | - | | m.r;ﬂ?;gnrﬂegﬂimm;n par;i_iuﬂ[[a: atr:ld =h:fap:.Jmmfiqmgeﬁiri};.hesftéia?ﬂﬁn?ﬁrJ not tu:tzal w;!h the prt::ﬁeﬂbas a;ﬁ a:!,r dizaling @ CONSULTANCY LIMITED
TR T I ST & with the property will be subject to the charge of Punja ional Bank for the amounts and interest thereon. The borrowers Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Bhavan. Seminary Hills
5 RWD/LATEHAR 5 FIOTHOSTIOUH0ATS0 TS ITHSIET 278,780 ﬁjacsﬁj;j ;l R attentian in invled o provisions of sub-section B of sackon 13 of the act, in the respect of tima available, o redasm [ha secured Naspur-440006 (Maharasht,ra) y
22/2024-25 SR R @ o= 9 dos<oio IS : | assels. ep
SR IERIS & g 77 | - , Phone: (0712)-2510310 CIN:U13100MH1972G0I1016078
' RWD/LATEHAR] M UERId oAl URe St | WO TP BRIS | ' §l. {Name of the branch Location & details of the property Date of Notice | Date of Notice E-Mail: hod-hrd @mecl.co.in Website: www.mecl.co.in
4 237004.25 waE | oS0 IS W I B gY 197.430 | Gd ofg darei | 12 HE No, | Name & Address of the uls 13(2) & 13(4)|w's 13(4) F‘h-_].rm-r:.aF - : —
| - e ) T Ter T | | ok T | | Borrower/ Guarantors Possession b 2 Mineral Expl(()iratlciln AnFl .Consu;tan(.:y Limited (MECL)%
RWD/LATEHAR ate e A dor Rig @ %0 3 7S e | Mis. SUNITA COLD|Hypothecation of Plant and machinery and|13(2)- 13.05.2015| 13.09.2024 Miniratna-I CPSE, under the Ministry of Mines, Government o
5 RATSTE : 282.741 | @ =ETR EOIR 15 ATE : : : India, invites application for Engagement of Experts (Geosciences)
24/2024-25 TR A "R AR d% gt fAmfor | STORAGE PVT.LTD. Equitable mortgage of land and building bearing | 13{4) {Symbaolic (PHYSICAL . .
. TEH A Y A | : on contract basis from PSUs/Govt. Deptt./Autonomous Bodies/
1. J94Tsc ¥ fAfaeT gaTe &1 fafer : 25.09.2024 PRV ' : Private Sector. For detailed advertisement, please visit at Career
2. s—ffaer wiftq ot 3ifce ffSr vd |99 1 02.10.2024 3TORTEA 5:00 G TS | P3-Birpur. Dist -Supaul Tauzi No. 3662, Thana No. 03, Khata No. 92, Khesra| 04012020 | Rs:52708571.00 Section of our Corporate website at: www.mecl.co.in
5. ffer wier &1 Ry vd e 04.10.2024.3T'C|TIE:T 03:30 991 | Mame of Directors/ MG Sl e 0. 2 DCiEY . : Rs :52708571.00 | with further p S —
4. FIRET TR PR ATl USRI BT T U4 UdT, SRITTES SIfEdT, T BT R, S THed, oRER A — i, Boundary: MN-Purchaser(Sunita singh), S- with further interest cos's Last date of receipt of application is 21 days from the date of
829206 | ' ' ' ' T2 | Cannma, . . Purchaser (Sunita singh), E-Rajesh pd, Gupta,W-|interest costs and|  and others publication.
<RI TPTSS T SRATY 0 — 06565245038 1.5mt. Sunita Singh, Har Kiishna gupta olhers charges | chargesand | | Advt. No. 01/Exp./Contract-2024 Date:19.09.2024
ﬁ?ﬁﬁ SFERI @ forg 9earge www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in # <@ ST AahdT 2 | ST ST fﬁ:ﬂ“"’g Wi ﬁ” Hﬂm 2. Deed Mo. 3297, dt. 31.05.2010 Mauza, Khontaha, | and expenses BXDENSES General Manager (HR)
h Singh, Add.-Kosi| Tauzi Mo, 5662, Thana No. 03, Khata No. 108
PR 335924 REO(24-25).D T BT RANFTET TS, ARER L o gl e Johy, : | therson, theraan
( ) ord r ’ Colony, Sri Magar hata k.| Khesra No. 954, 955, Area 50.5 Decimal OFFICE OF T EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Halt purnea -854301 Boundary:N-Purchaser (Sunita singh), S- - FTHE EXECUTIV L .
L o T T
BTAUTED AT BT PR ‘_'[ 1 2.51i Om prkash Singh,| Purchaser (Surita singh),E-Rajesh Pd. Gupta W- DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION DIVISION,
T faerg favy yHed e Hari Krishna Gupta HATIA PROJECT, RANCHI
. Sio-Late Durga Prasad P
- 13, Dead No. 3311, dt, 31.05.2010 Mauza, Khantaha VERY SHORT TENDER
. Add -Kosi Colony, Sri ; ] I .
m ﬁ-ﬁﬁm HIHAT HEA] MEQEF hata. K. HEtt. Tauzi No. 5662, Thara No, (3, Khata Nao. 92, Khesra E_ch“{.}gt For Pmnﬂ.gal Short Notice
£— Fifd=r o g&ar — RDD/SD/RANCHI/19/2024-25 E-tender Pumea- 854301 Ne.34,/wea 2o.oleamal, _ 1st Call
LA BT R e BOCARARIAMSNND) |- inuacys N TuIehasorsuNe Singh. = iachi) ¢-Tender Notice No— LAB/DWSD/05/2024-25 _ Dated- 13.09.2024
: : ' sadak,E-Rajesh Pd. Gupta W-Han Krishan Guplia REQUEST PROPOSAL FOR SUPPLYTNG FIELD |
Fow . TR | g gy | T _ % EUaENG; S di 31,08 V10 W, Kidang, D iisions (Chach. et Coam Hampiedh
. il &Rl qH CIE] =g 'nf"ﬁ_’l ﬁ'ﬁ Eil & TT G| ‘-ﬁ Tauzi Mo 5662, Thara Mo, 03, KhaiaMNo. 13, Khesra o I,'1.|1|:||1Ii..I'Iu|:r|lri.[|||‘-!_-|:, [.‘;|.||,-I|1:|r. Ill.II|I;ITII1iI5!;t.I- =/l
'-;"-“'I ! '_;?1 i No. 953, Area 02 Decimal.Boundary,N-pakki 1 i hﬂ»;lli::aiu.-ﬂ::rr umih:l.a;l. E;I:Ihilﬂﬁul—?"& .|:|.|1;|.~_~'|I;:I.:||'II|1I. .
— — - o 1 " e 0 il '!n!u I, AITHEAL, HE L] el AR sl
:,.I_h ﬁg m f‘l "I"- m '-'-":l: q‘a,_ll S L E:?T';EI; rll::urﬁ"_a:h‘er [éﬂﬂ:tﬂ Sﬂ'lg'h:l E-'H-EJE‘EJ'I Pd. Haqulkla,:]:l "'1I-I'|Il:|1:|: i Aok Siate Lab Banchs { For
] e [Jer -r'-l'g|ﬂlll-:"lu U et & AT 253652 5,07 400 10,000 18 =g A, VY VT (TSR oM (M TP TR —— ___lroiming Purpase)
T T Ao i F 5, Deed No, 4261, dt 14.07.2010, Mauza, Khan : | T T e T | e fam= e (10.000) T A W T
IR IO 7 ; [== A T {B.0a000)
. el taha, Tauzi No. 5662, Thana No. (13, Khata No. 96, S ® o e f
i i : i e e 186, 78. 122, 108, 92(old) Khesra Mo, 1136, 1085, : i, 20,09 2024 at 1:00 P!
2| T A WGS9 W WEHE T | 27.2ra 5,42 600 10,000 18 WIE 1093 1094 1138 11:,_‘5{”;“,] Area 73 Dedimal . =i ffy oF w o, SR OV bl
i ) : f : ; 2 dere . '|25.09.2624 in the Office of the Chief Engincer-cum- |
_ s A f| _ Boundary:M-Main Road, 5-Soling Road, E-Pramaod 11 fie fon A fifer o [-Z*-..:n:ulix-:-]'.lﬂjr-:u:nr. E‘:I-u:n_.r,mmnl-n: i"-‘l:lflﬂl__"-;.':'ll'll."ﬂ1 LI'-mI-
T fien & e TEvE 3 ST Tﬁlﬁr Ku, Gupta, W-Sunita singh ) . il |  DWSD, Jharkhand, Dormdas, Ranchi st 3:00PM
1 | um-fEs TR e g ‘QEIE A P WS | 2761001 5,52 300 10,000 18 #I8 6. Desd Mo. 4260, dt. 14.07.2010, Mauza, | 5 | ok Il“fal T-FIHH':I-' Al | 30492024 at 00PN
gl TR R UE e _ Khontaha, Tauzi No. 5662, Thana MNe, 03, Khata No, i = & |
4 et Riren o ey wava A ur EER g —_— —_— — 18 IR 103, Khesra Mo, 1051(New), Area 29 Decimal 8 | ) _rﬂ: bt o | 01, 10,2024 al 2:00PM 4 |
I 3 '« Ik, S “ i i = = 1
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Why India wants ‘review & modification’ of Indus Waters Treaty

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

AYEAR-AND-A-HALF after New Delhi issued
anotice to Islamabad seeking the “modifica-
tion” of the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) in
January 2023, India has once again sent a for-
mal notice to Pakistan, this time seeking the
“review and modification” of the treaty.
The latest notice, issued under Article XII
(3) of the IWT (like the one issued last year),
is qualitatively different — the word “review”
effectively signals New Delhi’s intent to re-
voke and renegotiate the 64-year-old treaty.
Article XII (3) states: “The provisions of this
Treaty may from time to time be modified
by a duly ratified treaty concluded for that
purpose between the two Governments”.

Whatis the IWT?

The treaty between India and Pakistan
was signed on September 19, 1960, for the
use of water available in the Indus and its
tributaries. It was signed in Karachi by then
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and then
Pakistan President Mohammed Ayub Khan
after nine years of negotiations arranged by
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the World Bank.

According to the IWT, India enjoys the “un-
restricted use” of the three “Eastern Rivers
[Beas, Ravi, Sutlej]... except as otherwise ex-
pressly provided” whereas Pakistan got con-
trol of the three “Western Rivers” [Indus,
Chenab, Jhelum]. According to Article Il (1) of
the IWT, “India is under obligation to let flow”
waters of the Western Rivers to Pakistan.

Ineffect, the treaty gave India about 30% of
the water carried out by the “Indus Rivers
System” while Pakistan got 70% of the waters.

Why does India want to renegotiate the
treaty?

Sources said India’s latest notification
highlights “fundamental and unforeseen
changes in circumstances” that require are-
assessment of obligations made under the
IWT. Among New Delhi’s concerns, sources
said, are the “change in population demo-
graphics, environmental issues and the need
to accelerate development of clean energy
to meet India’s emission targets, and the im-
pact of persistent cross-border terrorism”.

Moreover, the two notifications come
amidst a prolonged controversy over the con-
struction of two hydel power projects by India

FARTHTO TEMPORARILY GETA
MIN-MOON': WHAT DOES [T MEAN?

ACCORDING TO a new study, the Earth’s
gravitational field will temporarily cap-
ture a small asteroid, called 2024 PT5, in
late September. The asteroid will stay for
two months before flying off into space.

While gaining such a “mini-moon” is
not new for Earth, the phenomenon is
rare — in most cases, asteroids either miss
our planet, or burn up upon entering
the Earth’s atmosphere.

A team of scientists dis-
covered 2024 PT5 on
August 7, and published /, ':-'
their findings in the jour- [
nal Research Notes of the
American Astronomical
Society earlier this month.

What s a ‘mini-moon’?

Mini-moons are asteroids
that fail to escape Earth’s
gravity and end up orbiting
the planet for some time.
They are usually very small
and hard to detect — only
four mini-moons of Earth

by the Sun.
NASA/NOAA

The far side of the
Moon, illuminated

Carlos de la Fuente Marcos, professor

at the Complutense University of Madrid
and lead author of the study, told
space.com that 2024 PT5 has come to visit
from “the Arjuna asteroid belt, a second-
ary asteroid belt made of space rocks that
follow orbits very similar to that of Earth”
atan average distance to the Sun of about

150 million kilometres.

The asteroid could possibly
be a “piece of ejecta from an
impact on the moon”, Paul

Chodas, the director of the

Center for Near Earth
Object Studies at NASA’s

Jet Propulsion Laboratory

(JPL), told The New York
Times.

r This means that 2024 PT5
could be asmall fragment of the
actual Moon.

Some researchers sug-
gest that chances are 2024
PT5 does not qualify as a
mini-moon. An asteroid has
to orbit the Earth fully at least

have ever been discovered,
and none are still orbiting Earth, accord-
ing to a report by The Planetary Society.
“Some may actually have been space
debris. The Gaia spacecraft was once mis-
taken for a minimoon, and so were rocket
stages from the Chang’e 2 and Lunar
Prospector missions,” the report said.

What do we know about 2024 PT5?
The asteroid was discovered with the
help of the NASA-funded Asteroid
Terrestrial-impact Last Alert System (AT-
LAS).Itis estimated to be just 33 feet long
and is too small to be visible to the naked
eye or through typical amateur tele-
scopes. However, the asteroid is within

once — 2024 PT5 will per-

form a horseshoe-shaped orbit. Lance
Benner, the principal investigator of the
asteroid radar research program at the
JPL, told The NYT: “It certainly won'’t com-
plete one full revolution in the Earth-
moon system this fall, so I'm not sure I
would classify it as a mini-moon.”

Why is this significant?

The observations of 2024 PT5 will

help scientists expand the knowledge of
asteroids that pass close to the Earth and
those that sometimes collide with it.

Many asteroids contain valuable min-

erals and water, which companies hope
to extract one day and use for purposes

the brightness range of telescopes used  such as rocket fuel.
by professional astronomers. EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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inJammu & Kashmir — one on Kishanganga,
a tributary of Jhelum, in Bandipora district,
and the other (Ratle Hydroelectric Project) on
Chenab in Kishtwar district.

Both are “run-of-the-river” projects,
meaning they generate electricity (330 MW
and 850 MW respectively) using the natural
flow of the river, and without obstructing its
course. However, Pakistan has repeatedly al-
leged that both these projects violate the IWT.

What was behind the notice in January
2023?

At the time, New Delhi cited Islamabad’s
continued “intransigence” inimplementing
the IWT by raising repeated objections to the
two hydel projects.

In 2015, Pakistan requested the appoint-
ment of a “Neutral Expert” to examine its
technical objections to the projects. A year
later, it unilaterally retracted this request and
proposed that the Permanent Court of
Arbitration (PCA) adjudicate onits objections
instead. India refused to engage in the PCA
mechanism and made a separate request for
the matter to be referred to a Neutral Expert.

Sources said Pakistan’s proposal for a PCA
mechanism was in contravention to the

graded dispute settlement mechanism pro-
vided in Article IX of the IWT. According to
the treaty, there is a sequential, three-level
mechanism where disputes are first decided
at the level of the Indus Commissioners of
the two countries, then escalated to the
Neutral Expert who is appointed by the
World Bank, and only then escalated to the
Hague-based PCA.

The initiation of two simultaneous
processes on the same questions — and their
potentially contradictory outcomes — is not
provided under any article of the IWT, and
thus created an unprecedented, legally un-
tenable situation.

The World Bankin 2016 “paused” the ini-
tiation of the parallel processes and requested
India and Pakistan to seek an amicable way
out. However, despite multiple attempts by
New Delhi, Islamabad has refused to discuss
the issue during the five meetings of the
Permanent Indus Commission from 2017 to
2022, a source said.

Infact, at Pakistan’s continuing insistence,
in 2022 the World Bank decided to initiate
both the Neutral Expert and Court of
Arbitration processes. This, along with the
recommendation of a parliamentary stand-
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ing committee in 2021, led to the January
2023 notice, the first in over six decades.

In 2021, the Departmentally Related
Standing Committees on Water Resources
had noted that “although the IWT has stood
the test of time... the Treaty was framed on
the basis of knowledge and technology ex-
isting at the time of its agreement in the
1960s... Present day pressing issues such as
climate change, global warming and envi-
ronmental impact assessment etc. were not
taken into account by the Treaty.”

The committee, headed by the BJP’s
Sanjay Jaiswal, had thus found that thereisa
need to “renegotiate the Treaty so as to es-
tablish some kind of institutional structure
or legislative framework to address the im-
pact of climate change on water availability
in the Indus basin and other challenges
which are not covered under the Treaty.”

So, what has changed since January
2023?
Here is a brief chronology of important
events to have taken place since January 2023.
APRIL 17,2023: The sixth meeting of the
Union Ministry’s Steering Committee on
matters related to the IWT takes place. The

Committee met under the Jal Shakti
Secretary, and saw the Foreign Secretary of
India in attendance. “The meeting took stock
of the ongoing modification process of the
IWT,” the MEA said after the meeting.

JULY 06, 2023: The PCA rules that it has
the “competence” to consider matters con-
cerning the Kishanganga and Ratle hydel
projects. India responds by reiterating its
“consistent and principled position” that the
constitution of the “so-called Court of
Arbitration” is in contravention of the provi-
sions of the IWT.

SEPTEMBER 20-21,2023: Adelegation
fromIndia, led by the Secretary, Department
of Water Resources, attend a meeting of the
Neutral Expert proceedings in the
Kishanganga and Ratle matter in Vienna.
Senior Advocate Harish Salve acts as India’s
Lead Counsel in the meeting convened by
the Neutral Expert, and attended by repre-
sentatives of both India and Pakistan.

After the meeting, India reiterates its
“treaty-consistent” decision to not partici-
pate in the parallel proceedings conducted
by “anillegally constituted” PCA on the same
set of issues pertaining to the Kishanganga
and Ratle projects.

Simultaneous polls roadmap

How will the simultaneous election project, cleared by the Union Cabinet, be implemented? What steps
have been proposed by the Kovind panel? What constitutional amendments will be required?

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM &
ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

THE UNION Cabinet on Wednesday set the
ball rolling on holding simultaneous elec-
tions to Lok Sabha, state Assemblies, and lo-
cal government bodies, clearing the proposal
of the High Level Committee on One Nation,
One Election headed by former President
Ram Nath Kovind.

In its report submitted to President
Droupadi Murmu on March 14, the Kovind
Committee recommended a series of constitu-
tional amendments to facilitate simultaneous
elections at the central, state, and local levels.

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw told
reporters that the move to simultaneous
elections would be effected in two phases —
in the first phase, Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections will be aligned; the second phase,
which will be held within 100 days of the
first, will cover local body elections.

What happens after this?

The One Nation, One Election project
hinges on two Constitution Amendment Bills
being passed by Parliament, for which the
government will need wide agreement
across a range of parties. Since the BJP does
not have a majority on its own in Lok Sabha,
it will have to talk to its allies in the NDA, as
well as the opposition parties.

One way to build the required consensus
is to refer the Constitution Amendment Bills
to a parliamentary committee — this could be
aparliamentary standing committee or a joint
parliamentary committee. These House pan-
els will have members of the opposition, and
aconsensus could come out of the discussions.

The Centre will have to reach out to the
states as well. To ensure that local bodies too,
are included in the scheme of simultaneous
elections, at least half the total number of
states will have to ratify the required amend-
ment to the Constitution (more later).

While the BJP is currently in power in
more than a dozen states, the coming
Assembly elections in Haryana, Maharashtra,
and Jharkhand, could alter this arithmetic.

What changes will be needed in the
Constitution?
The first Constitution Amendment Bill to

As SC hears a case on UP madrasa

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

THE NATIONAL Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (NCPCR) has told the Supreme
Court that education imparted in madrasas
“is not comprehensive and is therefore
against the provisions of Right to Education
Act”,and that textbooks in these institutions
teach about the “supremacy of Islam”.

The NCPCR made its submission on Sept-
ember 11 in a clutch of appeals against an
Allahabad High Court order of March 22 that
had declared the Uttar Pradesh Board of
Madarsa Education Act, 2004 “unconstitu-
tional” on the ground that it violated “the
principle of secularism” and fundamental
rights guaranteed under Article 14 of the
Constitution.

ABench of Justices Vivek Chaudhary and
Subhash Vidyarthi directed the state gov-
ernment to “take steps forthwith for accom-
modating the madrasa students in regular

schools” recognised under the UP primary
and high school and intermediate educa-
tion boards.

The UP government had submitted “that
no doubt the Madrasa Board is providing re-
ligious education and instructions to students,
but the state has sufficient powers to impart
such education under the Constitutionand s
rightly permitting such education”.

On April 5, a Supreme Court Bench led
by Chief Justice of India D' Y Chandrachud
stayed the High Court’s order.

Madrasas in history

Madrasais an Arabic word for an educa-
tional institution. In the early centuries of
Islam, mosques served also as places of ed-
ucation, but from the 10th century onward,
madrasas came to acquire a distinct iden-
tity as institutions of religious and secular
learning in the Islamic world.

The earliest evidence of madrasas comes
from Khorasan and Transoxania, correspon-
ding to modern eastern and northern Iran,

central Asia, and Afghanistan. The bigger
madrasas also had facilities for housing stu-
dents, especially those from poor back-
grounds.

Largest number in UP

As of 2018-19, there were 24,010
madrasas in India, 19,132 of which were
recognised madrasas, and the remaining
4,878 were unrecognised, then Minister of
Minority Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi told
Rajya Sabha on February 3, 2020.

HOW THE NUMBERS STACK UP IN PARLIAMENT

WHAT PARTIES TOLD PANEL

32 OF THE 47 parties that gave their
opinion to the Kovind panel
supported the idea; 15 opposed it.
NDA ally TDP didn’t give its opinion,
but told The Indian Express that it
backed One Nation, One Election in
principle. The BSP was initially against
it, but now has come out in support.

ALL 32 PARTIES were either BJP allies,
or friendly towards the party then. Now,
the BJD has turned against the BJP. Of
the 15 parties against the move, five are
in power in states, including Congress.

PARLIAMENT PICTURE NOW

PARTIES THAT BACKED the idea of
simultaneous elections before the
Kovind panel have 271 membersin
Lok Sabha now. This number includes
the 240 MPs from the BJP.

THE NDA, including TDP and others
who neither supported nor opposed
simultaneous polls before the Kovind
panel, has 293 MPs in Lok Sabha.

NUMBERS GAME IN LOK SABHA

ATWO-THIRDS majority of members
present and voting is needed for the
required constitutional amendment
to go through — in the full House of

transition to a simultaneous election system
will require a ‘special majority’ of both the
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. For this, two con-
ditions have to be satisfied under Article 368
of the Constitution.

First, half of the total membership of both
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha must vote in
favour of the amendment. Second, of the
members present and voting, two-thirds
must vote in favour of the amendment.

The second Constitution Amendment Bill
will ensure that all local body elections (for
municipalities and panchayats) are held
within 100 days of the simultaneous elec-
tions. For this amendment to go through, an

Kovind presents report to President
Murmu in the presence of Home
Minister Amit Shah. File

543, that works out to 362 MPs.

NDA HAS 293 MPs —so thereisa
possibility of passage of the amend-
ment only if 439 MPs vote on the Bill,
and the remaining 104 abstain. Alter-
natively, the government will have to
convince non-NDA parties to backit.

ARITHMETIC INRAJYA SABHA

NDA HAS 121 MPS, including the six
nominated members. The opposition
INDIA bloc has 85 MPs.

IF ALL 250 members are present, a
simple majority would be 125 and
two-thirds would be 164 MPs.
Currently, there are 234 MPs in RS.

additional condition apart from the two
mentioned above must be fulfilled.

This is because “local government” is a
subject under the State List in the Seventh
Schedule, which means only states have the
power to pass laws on this subject. Toamend
the Constitution such that local body elec-
tions can take place alongside simultaneous
elections, Article 368 stipulates that “the
amendment shall also require to be ratified
(agreed to) by the Legislatures of not less
than one-half of the States” in the country.

What will happen in the event these Bills
are passed by Parliament?

According to the roadmap presented by
the Kovind Committee, the President will is-
sue a notification during the first sitting of
Lok Sabha after a general election, bringing
into effect Article 82A — a new article intro-
duced through the first Bill to facilitate the
transition to simultaneous elections.

The date of this notification will be known
as the “appointed date”. Any state Assemblies
elected after this “appointed date” will be dis-
solved once the Lok Sabha'’s term expires.

The transition to simultaneous elections
will require some elected state Assemblies to
dissolve before the expiry of their stipulated
five-year term. For example, the election to
the Bihar Assembly is expected to be held in
October or November 2025. However, if si-
multaneous elections are implemented, the
new Assembly will dissolve in 2029 — before
the Lok Sabha election scheduled in that year
—and not in 2030 as it normally would.

This will allow fresh state Assembly elec-
tions to take place at the same time as the
Lok Sabha election.

In the scheme proposed by the Kovind
Committee, if a state Assembly or Lok Sabha
is dissolved before the end of its ‘full’ five-year
term, a ‘mid-term’ election will take place.

However, the newly elected state
Assembly or Lok Sabha will only serve for the
remaining period before the next simulta-
neous elections are scheduled to take place.
This period between a mid-term election and
a scheduled simultaneous election will be
known as the “unexpired term”.

In case the Election Commission of India
(ECI) believes that state Assembly elections
cannot be held simultaneously, the Com-
mittee’s report states that it can send arecom-
mendation to the President to declare that the
election will be conducted at a later date.

However, even if this state Assembly elec-
tionis delayed, the next election will still take
place simultaneously with the Lok Sabha and
other state Assembly elections.

The ECIwill create a “Single Electoral Roll
for every territorial constituency for election
in the House of the People, Legislature of a
State or to a Municipality or a Panchayat”, the
Kovind Committee has said.

This roll — containing details of effectively
every voter in the country — will be prepared
in consultation with the State Election
Commissions. This amendment too, will re-
quire ratification by half the country’s states.

law, a profile of these institutions

ond highest number of madrasas were in
Rajasthan — 2,464 recognised, and 29 un-
recognised madrasas, according to statewise
data presented by Naqvi.

Several states and Union Territories, in-
cluding Delhi, Assam, Punjab, Tamil Nadu,
and Telangana had no recognised madrasas,
the data showed.

Two broad categories
There are two categories of madrasas in
India — Madrasa Darse Nizami, which are
run as public

EDUCATION

charities, and are
not bound to fol-

Recognised
madrasas come
under the state EXPLAI N E D
boards for

madrasa education; the unrecognised ones
follow the curriculum prescribed by the big-
ger seminaries such as the Darul Uloom
Nadwatul Ulama (Lucknow) and Darul
Uloom Deoband.

As many as 60% of the country’s madrasas
were in Uttar Pradesh — 11,621 recognised,
and 2,907 unrecognised madrasas. The sec-

low the school
education curriculum of the state; and the
Madrasa Darse Aliya, which are affiliated to
the state’s madrasa education board (such
as the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madrasa
Education).
More than 20 states have their own
madrasa boards. State madrasa boards are
governed by the state government con-

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

cerned; teachers and other officials at
recognised madrasas are appointed by the
state government.

Some 1.69 lakh students sat for the UP
madrasa education board examinations —
equivalent to Class 10 and Class 12 — in
2023.UP and some other states also have a
separate Sanskrit board.

NCERT, state curricula

Education is similar to school and higher
education. Madrasa students study to be
Maulvi(equivalent to Class 10),Alim (equiva-
lent to Class 12), Kamil (Bachelor’s degree),
and Fazil (Master’s).

The medium of education in the chari-
table Madrasa Darse Nizami is Arabic, Urdu,
and Persian. The Madrasa Darse Aliya use ei-
ther textbooks published by the state text-
book corporation or agency, or the curricu-
lum and textbooks of the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT).

Most madrasa boards in the country
now follow the NCERT curriculum.

Mathematics, Science, Hindi, English, and
Sociology are compulsory subjects. There
is also an optional paper,in which students
have the choice of studying Sanskrit or
Deeniyat (including the Quran and other re-
ligious teachings). Hindu religious scrip-
tures and other religious teachings are
taught in the Sanskrit optional paper.

Funded by state govts

The bulk of the funding for madrasas
comes from the respective state govern-
ments. The central government has aScheme
for Providing Education to Madrasas/
Minorities (SPEMM), under which financial
assistance is provided to madrasas and mi-
nority institutions across the country.

There are two sub-schemes under
SPEMM — a Scheme for Providing Quality
Education in Madrasas (SPQEM) and
Infrastructure Development of Minority
Institutes (IDMI). SPEMM was transferred
from the Ministry of Minority Affairs to the
Ministry of Education in April 2021.
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REPATRIATION FRAUGHT WITH COMPLICATIONS

Indian oil PSUs’ dividends stuck in

19 EcoNOMY

SENSEX: 82,948.23 ¥ 13143 (0.16%) NIFTY: 25,377.55 ¥ 41.00 (0.16%) NIKKEI:36,380.17 A 176.95 HANG SENG: 17,660.02 A 23790 FTSE:8,263.07 ¥ 46.79 DAX:18,722.51 ¥ 3.57

<N\
&
GOLD

/e e
n\@ \ m
OIL

USDRATE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SILVER

(v %73,257

(=) 83.76*

® $73.60

) 387406

Note: *Forex market was closed on Wednesday on account of Id-E-Milad. Gold, silver rates at Mumbai spot market, gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Crude oil (Indian basket) per barrel as of September 17

Russia balloon to around $900 mn

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI,.SEPTEMBER 18

INDIA'S PUBLIC sector oil compa-
nies’ stuck dividend income from
their Russian investments has bal-
looned to around $900 million as
the companies have been unable
towork outamechanismwith the
Russians torepatriate that money
or useitinbilateral trade between
the two countries, according to
sources in the know.

Dividend payments received
by ONGC Videsh (OVL), Oil India
(OIL),Indian Oil Corporation (I0C),
and Bharat Petroleum Corporation
(BPCL)arm Bharat PetroResources
(BPRL) from their participation in
Russian upstream oil projects are
stuck in their bank accounts in
Moscow due to payment channel-
related restrictions in the after-
mathof Russia’s February 2022 in-
vasion of Ukraine. The dividend
incomeis being credited into their
bankaccountsinroubles. The bank
in Russia where the money is ac-
cumulating is understood to be
the Commercial Indo Bank (CIBL),
an affiliate of the State Bank of
India (SBI).

The issue has been taken up
time and again by the Indian com-

Wall St rallies afte

REUTERS
NEW YORK,SEPTEMBER 18

US STOCKS shot higher on
Wednesday after the Federal
Reserve cutinterest rates by 50 ba-
sis points, the high side of esti-
mates forits first cutin more than
fouryears. Citing a “greater confi-
dence” thatinflationis moving to-
wards the central bank’s 2 per
cent target, the Fed cut rates by
half of a percentage point, as it
now focuses on keeping the labor
market healthy.

“The Fed ended the pause
withabang. It's astrong signal that
they cutby 50 bps and expect an-
other 50 basis points of cuts this
year,” said Brian Jacobsen, chief
economist at Annex Wealth
Management in Menomonee
Falls, Wisconsin. “The Fed is pro-
jecting that by front loading the
cuts they can stick the landing
with the unemployment rate at
4.4 per cent and inflation drop-
ping to target quickly.”

— BRIEFLY —

Will challenge
StarIndiaclaims,
says ZEEL

New Delhi: Zee Entertainment
Enterprises Ltd on Wednes-
day said Star India has sought
$940 million damages at the
ongoing case in the London
Court of International
Arbitration (LCIA) over non-
compliance with the agree-
ment for the sub-licence of TV
broadcasting rights of ICC in-
ternational matches from
2024t02027. PTI

BHEL pays¥55cr
final dividend for
2023-24 togovt

New Delhi: State-owned
Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd
(BHEL) on Wednesday said it
has paid a final dividend of Rs
55 crore for 2023-24 to the
government. A cheque to-
wards the final dividend on
the equity (63.17 per cent)
held by the Government of
India, was presented to H D
Kumaraswamy, Union
Minister of Heavy Industries
and Steel, a company state-
ment said. PTI

Amazon names
SamirKumarto
lead India ops

New Delhi: Amazon on
Wednesday announced that
Samir Kumar will take on
the responsibility to lead
India as its country manager,
following the resignation of
Manish Tiwary. PTI

panies with their Russian partners
over the past couple of years. It has
also featured in government-to-
government discussions between
New Delhi and Moscow, butares-
olution is still awaited due to var-
ious complications arising from
Western sanctions on Moscow
and its energy sector.

OVL, the overseas investment
arm of Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation(ONGC), holds 20 per
cent stake in the Sakhalin-1 project
and 26 per cent in the Vankor proj-
ect. The consortium of IOC, OIL,
and BPRL has 23.9 per cent share
inVankor and 29.9 per centin the
Taas-Yuryakh project. Around
$600-$650 million of the stranded
dividends belong to the consor-
tium of I0C, OIL,and BPRL. Around
$250 millionin dividends belong-
ingtoOVLare also stuck. With the
money stuckin Russia, the only vi-

. o ¥
Screens display the Federal
Reserve rate announcement
at the New York Stock
Exchange (NYSE).

Reuters

File
able options would be to use it for
payments there, increase invest-
ments in Russia, and fund opera-
tional and capital expenditure re-
quirements of existing projects,
according to executives with the
Indian oil companies.

However, the dividend pay-
ments being received are after de-
duction of operational expenses
and there is no plan at present to
invest more capital into the ongo-
ing projects, said an oil company
official who did not wish to be
identified. Also, the companies are
currently not exploring invest-
ments in any new project in
Russia, which leaves using the
money for payments as the only
feasible option.

The only exception to this
could be OVL, whichisrequired to
pay around $600 million to Russia
for its re-nomination as a share-

holder in the Sakhalin project. The
company wants to use its stuck
dividend income to partly settle
this payment, and is in talks with
Russian authorities. Following the
outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine
war and the consequent exit of
American oil major ExxonMobil
from Russia, the Sakhalin project
was nationalised by Moscow. The
other shareholders in the project
are now required to put in their
share of the abandonment fund—
used to finance the decommis-
sioning and closure of an oil and
gas asset—for regaining their stake
init. Theoretically, the money can
be used to partly pay for India’s
crude oil purchases from Moscow.
But according to a senior official
with one of the consortium mem-
bers, it is a proposition fraught
with multiple challenges. Firstly,
while I0C and BPCL do buy
Russian oil, OILdoes not. Secondly;,
the investments in Russian proj-
ects are through special purpose
vehicles registered in overseas ter-
ritories like Singapore.

This means that any payment
dealing with Russian oil in this
case would also come under juris-
diction of overseas territories,and
not just Russia and India. It is
worth noting here that there are

Fed’s 50 bps rate cut

EXPLAINE

US Fedratecut:
o LikelyIndiaimpact

FOLLOWING THE rate cut, the US debt markets might register
lower returns, which could trigger a churn in emerging mar-
ket equities, improving foreign investor enthusiasm. For the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), like other central banks, the likeli-
hood of a future rate cutis somewhat predicated on the US Fed’s
decision to cut rates. The RBI last cut the repo rate by 40 basis
points to 4 per cent in May 2020 when the Covid pandemic
raged across the country affecting the entire economy, leading
to slowdown in demand, production cuts and job losses. Since
then, the RBI has hiked the repo rate by 250 points to 6.5 per
cent in order to tackle runaway inflation. The RBI's next MPC
meeting is slated for early October (7-9).

Market expectations for the
size of the rate cut had been
volatile in recent days, pricing in
abouta 65 per cent chance fora25
basis point cutlastweek toa 57 per
cent chance for the larger 50 basis
point cut earlier on Wednesday;,
according to CME's FedWatch Tool.

Borrowing costs had been parked
at their highest levels in over two
decadessince July 2023, whenthe
central bank last hiked interest
rates by 25 basis points to between
5.25 per cent and 5.50 per cent to
combat inflation.

The Dow Jones Industrial

Advance taxes up 20%
in Q2, personal income
tax growth stronger

PRASANTA SAHU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

ADVANCE TAXES paid by corpo-
rates, other firms and individu-
als rose 20 per cent on year in
the second quarter of the cur-
rent fiscal year to Rs 2.87 lakh
crore as per latest data, indicat-
ing that an earnings slowdown
in the first quarter hasn’t dented
India Inc’s confidence in likely
profitability levels through the
current fiscal year.

The year-on-year growth in
advance taxes collected by the
government was marginally
higherin Q1 at 27.4 per cent.

By September 17, corporates
paid advance taxes to the tune of
Rs 2.18 lakh crore for Q2FY25, up
16 per cent on year.

Advance tax paid by personal

income taxpayers rose at a higher
rate of 37 per cent to Rs 69,886
crore in the quarter. Thisisinline
withatrend seeninrecentyears,
with shift of tax burden away
from corporates to individuals.
The Budget decisions on capital
gains tax, too, have seemingly re-
inforced this.

Typically, 15 per cent of the
advance taxes are paid in Q1, 30
per cent each in Q2 and Q3, and
25 per cent in the final quarter of
a fiscal year. The Centre’s direct
tax collection collections, net of
refunds, rose 16 per cent on year
to Rs 9.96 lakh crore till
September 17 of the current fi-
nancial year, according to official
data. This amounted to 45 per
cent of the FY25 target of Rs 22.07
lakh crore. The required rate of
growth for meeting the annual
target is 12.8 per cent. FE

Trai suggests service
authorisations framework

New Delhi: The Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI)on Wednesday proposed a
‘unified service authorisation’
whose scope would include vari-
ous forms of telephony services —
from mobile to satellite, landline,
broadband and internet — as the
telecomregulator released recom-
mendations on service authorisa-
tions framework, that did not ex-
plicitly mention OTT.

Categorising servicesinto three
broad segments — main service
authorisations, auxiliary service
authorisations, and captive serv-
ice authorisations, Trai recom-

mended significant reduction in
entry fee. It called for the central
government to issue service au-
thorisations, based on predefined
criteria, instead of entering into
any entity specific agreement. It
proposed that commercial VSAT-
CUG service’ and ‘GMPCS’ be
merged inasingle ‘Satellite-based
Telecommunication Service
Authorisation’.“Under the new au-
thorisation framework, ‘Unified
Service Authorisation’ hasbeenin-
troduced to achieve the objective
of ‘One Nation — One
Authorisation’ across servicesand
areas,” it said. PTI

Average, opens new tab rose
165.62 points, or 0.40 per cent, to
41,771.80, the S&P 500, opens new
tab gained 29.06 points, or 0.52
per cent, to 5,663.64 and the
Nasdaq Composite, opens new
tab gained 139.26 points, or 0.79
per cent, to 17,767.32.

various Western sanctions against
Russia and its energy sector.
Therefore, cross payments for
Russian oil using this dividend in-
come could end up becoming an
extremely complex exercise from
taxation and accounting stand-
points. The companies have been
seeking the opinion of legal and
international accounting experts
to workaway out.

From being a marginal sup-
plier of crude to India before the
war in Ukraine, Russia has
emerged as New Delhi’s biggest
source of oil over the past year,
overtaking heavyweightslikeIraq
and Saudi Arabia. Indian refiners
started snapping up Russian
crude, which was being offered at
adiscountby Moscow as the West
began to shun Russian barrels.

Soon after the war in Ukraine
broke out, a number of major
Russian banks were banned from
the Society for Worldwide
Interbank Financial Telecommu-
nication (SWIFT) financial trans-
action processing system, seri-
ously constricting Moscow’s
ability to access the global pay-
ments system. Russia also re-
stricted repatriation of US dollars
out of the country in a bid to curb
foreign exchange volatility.

NTPC Green
Energy files draft

papers to raise
0K cr viaIPO

New Delhi: NTPC Green Energy, the
renewable energy armof NTPC,on
Wednesday filed preliminary pa-
pers with capital markets regula-
tor Sebi to raise Rs 10,000 crore
through an initial public offering
(IPO). The initial share-sale is en-
tirely a fresh issuance of equity
shares with no offer-for-sale (OFS)
component,according to the draft
red herring prospectus (DRHP).
The renewable energy firm
said proceeds of the issue to the
tune of Rs 7,500 crore will be
used to repay or prepay part or
all of its subsidiary NTPC
Renewable Energy Ltd’s (NREL)
outstanding loans, while a por-
tion will be utilised for general
corporate purposes. The coun-
try’s IPO market is thriving with
around 60 main board companies
having launched their IPOs this
year so far. PTI

UPS won’t overburden
the fisc, says Sitharaman

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18

THE UNIFIED Pension Scheme
(UPS), which guarantees 50 per
cent of pay as a pension, will take
care of the government employ-
ees’ interest as well as the taxpay-
ers’ interest by not overburden-
ing the future generations with a
heavy pension bill, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said on Wednesday.

In the recent Budget, the gov-
ernment announced UPS for cen-
tral government employees effec-
tive April 1, 2025 but covers all
staff who joined the National
Pension System (NPS) since 2004.
The state governments can also
adopt UPS for their staff under
NPS. “It has the best elements, [
would think of, Old Pension
Scheme (OPS), and NPS, and it
provides an assured pension af-
ter retirement, which is what
OPSdid, but hereitalso has other

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman at the launch of
NPS Vatsalya Scheme, in
New Delhi on Wednesday. P11

features,” Sitharaman said at the
launch of NPS Vatsalya — a pen-
sion scheme for children below
the age of 18 years. The mini-
mum contribution for the
scheme is Rs 1,000 annually and
pension would accrue after 60
years of age. FE
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Trump brands India
‘big abuser’, signals US
protectionism redux

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 18

FORMER US President Donald
Trump on Tuesday referred to
India as a “very big abuser” of US-
India trade relations during his re-
election campaignrally, signalling
that the Republican presidential
nominee could impose increased
tariffs on Indian goods if he were
to win the November elections.
Trump has frequently called India
the “tariff king” citing high tariffs
and earlier this month said he
would introduce 100 per cent tar-
iffs on countries attempting to
move away fromusing the USdol-
lar for international trade.

Trump’s position on trade re-
lations with India gains impor-
tance as polls continue to predict
a closely contested race against
Democratic presidential nominee
Kamala Harris. However, a
Reuters/Ipsos poll conducted fol-
lowing the presidential debate be-
tween the two showed Harris
marginally leading Trump 47 per
cent to 42 per cent. Recent polls
indicate Harris has further in-
creased her lead.

India’s vulnerability
to US tariffs

The US is India’s largest trade
partner, with total bilateral trade
nearing $120 billion in FY24, only
marginally higher than that with
China. However, unlike China,
India’s trade with the US is not
only more balanced, but also
sharply in India’s favour, making
trade with the US a key source of
foreign exchange earnings.
Notably, India runs a goods trade
deficit with nine of its ten top trad-
ing partners, with the US being
the only major economy to which
India exports more than it im-
ports.

Despite efforts to diversify its
exports, India’s dependence on
the US hasincreased over the past
decade. According to official data
from 2022-2023, the US accounts
for as much as 18 per cent of

File

India’s total exports, compared to
10 per cent in 2010-2011.
Furthermore, India’s export bas-
ket to the US is well diversified,
benefitting a range of industries
from labour-intensive textiles to
capital-intensive electronics and
engineering sectors.

The latest official data for
August 2024 showed that India
exported goods worth $6.5 billion
to the US, afigure higher than the
combined exports to the next
three destinations - the UAE, the
Netherlands, and the UK. Trade
experts have highlighted India’s
reliance on Western markets, par-
ticularly the US, which makes it
vulnerable to external shocks,
such as the demand slowdown
seen in recent quarters.

Outcome of US
elections

Fitch Ratings, in a report last
month, indicated that the out-
come of the US elections in
November could lead to a re-
newed surge in US trade protec-
tionism. While the tariffs have
been particularly targeting China,
the agency noted that several
countries, including Canada,
Mexico, and Vietnam, could be af-
fected. India, being the eighth-
largest importer to the US, could
also face repercussions.

Therating agency also pointed
out that the overall US goods trade
deficit averaged $1.1 trillion in
2022-2023. Although the trade

FOR FASTER MINE OPERATIONALISATION

Mines ministry to set up
project monitoring unit

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 18

THE MINISTRY of Mines will es-
tablish a Project Monitoring Unit
(PMU)to oversee the operational-
ization of about 500 major min-
eral and coal mines auctioned
since 2015, according to Mines
Secretary VL Kantha Rao.
Speaking at the Federation of
Indian Mineral Industries’ (FIMI’s)
annual meet on Wednesday, Rao
said the PMU will conduct round-
the-clock monitoring and help
auctioned mines commence op-
erations.

The announcement comes in
response to concerns raised by
FIMI president Shantesh Gureddi
about the slow pace of mine oper-
ationalisation. According to him,
only around 50 non-coal mineral
blocks out of the 404 auctioned
since 2015, when the auction
regime was introduced, have been
operationalised so far. Gureddialso
highlighted the low level of invest-
ment in mineral exploration, par-
ticularly in obvious geological po-
tential (OGP) areas. These areas,
covering 6.88 lakh square kilome-
tres or one-fifth of India, hold the
highest potential for discovering
deep-seated, high-value minerals
like gold, copper, and nickel.

File

Operationalisation delays

“Subsequent to implementa-
tionof MMDR Amendment Actin
January, 2015, 1184 greenfield /vir-
gin non-coal mineral blocks were
proposed for auction, out of which
only 404 could be auctioned so far
for composite licences and min-
ingleases. Moreover, itis a matter
of serious concern that only 50
blocks comprising of 13 greenfield
and 37 brownfield have come to
a stage of production,” Gureddi
said in his address. He attributed
these delays to the need for nearly
20 statutory clearances from var-
ious central and state authorities
before commencing mining op-
erations. In response, Rao ac-
knowledged the issue and ex-
plained the steps the ministry has
takentoaddressit. “The president

deficit with China has narrowed
since 2018, it has been offset by in-
creasing deficits with other coun-
tries. “Looking at the evolution of
trade shares by country, China’s
share of US imports peaked in
2018 and has since declined. As
supply chains have diversified, the
shares of other countries, partic-
ularly Mexico and Vietnam, have
risen,” Fitch said.

“The US’s top 10 trading part-
ners account forabout 70 per cent
of allgoods imports, measured by
value. Mexico, China,and Canada
are by far the largest, accounting
for over40 per cent of USimports.
In terms of exports, Mexico and
Canada stand out - the US ac-
counts for around four-fifths of all
goods exports from these coun-
tries,and in GDP terms, exports to
the US account for more than 20
per cent in Mexico, Canada, and
Vietnam,” the report added.

US protectionism on
the rise

In a general sense, American
protectionism has increased even
under current President Joe Biden.
Citing unfair trade practices, the
US increased tariffs on Chinese
Electric Vehicles (EVs) from 25 per
cent to 100 per cent in 2024. The
tariff rate on certain steel and alu-
minum products was also in-
creased from 0-7.5 per cent to 25
per cent in 2024. While the tariffs
did notimpact India directly it re-
sulted in container shortages
amid a surge in Chinese ship-
ments to enter the US before the
tariffs came into effect.

An S&P Global report noted
that heightened scrutiny of im-
ports from China amidst cooling
trade relations between the two
countries has led to higher infla-
tioninthe US. While Trump faced
criticism for raising tariffs, Biden
not only maintained tariffs on
Chinese products but also in-
creased them. Notably, during
Biden’s presidency, India and the
US resolved all outstanding trade
disputes at the World Trade
Organization.

has also highlighted that a lot of
mines that have been auctioned
need to be operationalised. That
is true, both on the coal side, about
100 mines have been auctioned,
and on the major mineral side,
about 400 mines have been auc-
tioned,” Kantha Rao said. He
added that the ministry has been
working extensively to coordinate
between different ministries and
states to expedite the process.

“We are going to setupa PMU
within the Ministry of Mines.
PMU will now track (mines) in a
more systematic manner thanwe
doinourregular review meetings
and state visits. There will be a full-
time 24x7 monitoring of the op-
erationalisation of these 400-500
mines that have been auctioned
and more that will be auctioned
through this PMU,” Rao an-
nounced. Notably, the Ministry of
Coal had setup aPMU for facilita-
tion of early operationalisation of
coal mines in 2020.

‘Low exploration spend’

Gureddi said India spends only
1 per cent of the global budget for
exploration, amounting to $150
million compared to countries like
Canada and Australia, which
spend around $2.7 billionand $2.3
billioneach. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

Maharashtra govt cancels X3K-cr insurance contract with UII

GEORGE MATHEW &
ALOKDESHPANDE
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER 18

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment has terminated the Rs 3,000
crore contract with Chennai-
based public sector United India
Insurance (UIl) forimplementing
the state’s flagship health insur-
ance scheme — the integrated
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule Jan
Arogya Yojana (MJPJAY) — citing
“unsatisfactory response” from
the insurer.

Instead, the state government
is likely toimplement the univer-
sal health coverage on its own

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

without involving any insurers.
The Central government con-
tributes around 60 per cent of the
premium while the balance is
paid by the State.

Ramesh Chavan, CEQ,
Mahatma Phule Jan Aarogya
Yojana, said that the contract was
terminated because of unsatisfac-
tory response from the insurance
company. “After we signed the
contract in June, the company
was to pay Rs 93 crore perform-
ance bank guarantee which they
did not pay. Additionally due to
increase in claim amount last
year, the company was delaying
the payment and we started re-
ceiving a number of complaints

The state government
is likely to implement
the universal health
coverage on its own

from the hospital,” he said.
Chavan added that the gov-
ernment held around two to three
meetings with the higher leader-
ship of the company but the per-
formance did notimprove. “We fi-
nally had to take action,” he said.
UIl had won a fresh mandate
from the state for implementing
MJPJAY 2.0 (with universal health
coverage) in June and

the cover was in force since July
this year.

While the scheme was prof-
itable for Ull in the first year, it had
refunded Rs 265 crore surplus to
the state government. There was
no profit and no loss in the sec-
ond year, but in the subsequent
two years, the scheme was aloss-
making one for the insurer. This
could be one reason for the in-
surer to show an unsatisfactory
response, according to official
sources.

Under the new universal
health coverage, the state fi-
nalised a premium of Rs 1,300
per family for an estimated 2.38
crore families with a total popu-

lation of 12.3 crore. The total in-
surance premium was over Rs
3,000 crore, which was to be
paid to UIL The family coverage
was increased from Rs 1.5 lakh
toRs 5 lakh.

Ull' was to cover up toRs 1.5
lakh per family and the rest was
to be managed by the state
agency State Health Assurance
Society (SHAS). However, the
state government hasn’t paid any
premium till now and, instead,
preferred to cancel the contact
with the insurer without giving
any reasons or notice last week,
an insurance official alleged.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com
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CROSSWORD 5473

ACROSS DOWN

1 General holds large 2They don’t work for

weapon (5) money (4,4)

8 Rotorarm? (8) 3 Being by water liked sea to

9 Capone and Eisenhower be rough (8)

appear similar (5) 4 Venerate an American

10 Runners who jump the patriot (6)

gun are not forgotten (8) 5 The classic type of French

11 Use force to get peacewe ~ novel(5)

hear(5) 6 Not rounds used in an erratic
12 A refuge for thieves salvo(5)

maybe (3) 7 Sin of a group of lions? (5)
16 How one talks with a 12 Change colour but fade
caustic wit? (6) away utterly (3)

17 Possibly united by here 13 Food that may be bolted (3)
separated (6) 14 Taking one drink laced with
18 Lap up spilled tea (3) another (8)

23 Dry, quiet and waggish(5) 15 Write song that shows

24 Worn after towing? (8) taste(8)

25 It should be disbanded 19 Exact satisfaction from
before it comes to light (5) Geneva(6)

20 Paces around the room (5)
21 Abuse in common parlance (5)
22 Become less neat(5)

26 Meet a number on
the border (8)

27 Stone used in bagatelle (5)

Solutions Crossword 5472 Across: Well-wisher, 6 Kind, 10 Limbo, 11 Dog kennel,
12 Nuisance, 13 Throb, 15 Animals, 17 Scamper, 19 Reefers, 21 Pierrot, 22 Remit, 24
Identify, 27 Underdone, 28 Polio, 29 Deal, 30 Stretch out Down: 1 Well, 2 Limousine,
3 Woods, 4 Sidings, 5 Eaglets, 7 Inner, 8 Deliberate, 9 Test case, 14 Fairground, 16
Aperture, 18 Portfolio, 20 Spin out, 21 Precede, 23 Media, 25 Topic, 26 Post

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

is the only transcendent experience. - Armistead Maupin (5,2,4)
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

REALLY?? THIS
Rd, YOU DID NOT SET THE .
LAND-SPEED RECORD FOR A e
BONNEVILLE SALT FLATS IN )
573! =
TOU THINK
I CERTAINLY P T

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

AT ST UNDER 10X

Hl DAD. I NOT I THIMK NOuLL FIND TS HOUSEHOLD SiX-NEAR-OLDS WERE| | THESE FINDINGS | HOW LONG oo
SUPPOSE YOURE | REALLY. | CHART QUITE RENEALING, |POLLED ONM THE'R FAYORITE SUEGEST A OO SPEND
WOMDERING Howl | A THIS LINE REPRESENTS THE | BEDTIMES. WATCH ON THESE | | LOGICAL COURSE | MAKING TWESE
YOU'RE DOING "AVERAGE DAD APPROVAL RATING™ |SUCCESSIVE OVERLANS woMl  |§ OF .M:nr:ml. CHARTS ?
N THE OF 70%. THIS ONERLAY VR RATING WOULD WMPRINE (B -
SHOWS YOUR APPRONAL RATING |'WITH EACH MOUR LATER 7 <t 11 .

BY MIDRIGHT, YOU'RE RIGHT E
UP TO NORMAL'

o W L

wilsi S Dol il

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

YOU WANT TO TAKE MARVIN
TO AN AMUSEMENT PARK?T BUT

WE CAN'T TAKE HIM

WITH LS ON THE ADULT RIDES

Difficulty Level 3s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9

AT T R DO

FUN-FUN LAND DOESN'T HAVE
ANY ADULT RIDES

YOU'RE NOT EXACTLY SELLING
ME ON THIS FLACE

£ M4 iy Narid Reargs Spadaaie ma. B ngm seed

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

Do your best to
ferret out certain
fundamental truths,
no matter how

unpalatable. Friends and

colleagues will thank and
respect you for your honesty
and candour. Financial issues
will loom and you may take an
impulsive decision.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
People who think
they can get the
better of you will
only make you even

more determined to safeguard

your financial security by
implementing whatever
changes you think are
necessary. Don't let anyone
putyou off your stride. They
may just be envious of you.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
There does seem to
be a great deal of
secrecy around. Just
why this should be

sois not clear, but perhaps you

are just not prepared to come
clean about certain hopes or
fears. You are perfectly
entitled to keep yourself to
yourself. Nobody has any

right to know your

private thoughts.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

It may be virtually
impossible for you
to remain
dispassionate these
days, but please try to realise
that other people do have
points of view which are as
valid as yours, if not more so.

Alittle humility will

temper your intense

Cancerian ambition.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

S

Please ensure that
loved ones know
how devoted you
are because
otherwise they may have just
cause for complaint. This is no
time to play silly emotional
games. Travel stars are looking
bright once again, and you

Your stars are
@ challenging you to
imagination and
follow a hunch, emphasising
personal security. Be very
wary of all seductive financial
other than they seem, and
could cause complications.
Avoid new
@ agreements unless
determined others’
ability to keep their part of the
established the chances of co-
operation, you can decide
amajor responsibility, or take
iton and make it your own.
Somewhere along
@ the line you seem to
unwise investment
or been carried away by an
be no other way to rectify
mistakes but by a great deal
extra assistance froma
loved one.
Justaslong as you
@ remember that you
into spending more
than you can afford, little
purchases to be made, temper
your need for necessities with
it's about time you pampered
yourself.
Mars and Venus
9 form anideal and
combination. What
can we say except that you
placed to succeed? You are
combining classic Aquarian

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
exercise your
concerns relating to your
offers. These are likely to be
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
you have
bargain. Once you've
whether you need to abandon
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
have made an
emotional impulse. There may
of persistent effort, and with
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
are being seduced
should go wrong. If there are
an appreciation of luxury:
AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
optimistic
have seldom been so strongly
charm with years of

must appearin each of the 1
nine vertical columns, in

-..‘J
O~ N

each of the nine horizontal 5 ?
rows andin each of the 4 [ [ [
nine boxes. |

Difficulty Level :
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy; ' ' '
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; 6 , . 2 5
5s=VeryHard; 6

SUDOKU 5718
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SOLUTION SUDOKU 5717

might be heading for an determination and skill, and

unexpected adventure. hopefully partners will rally.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
The week opened As you know only
with a financial too well, you
glitch, hopefully a are currently
small one, looming somewhat over-

on the horizon. You will know
now whether the storm clouds
are likely to burst, or if they're
going to disappear almost
unnoticed. If at all possible,
seek the best expert advice
that's going.

committed. This is the legacy
of long-term planetary
alignments in sociable sectors
of your chart. The astrological
aspects which show you that
you're taking on a lot means
you can shed some loads.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
CORRIGENDUM

Ref: i} Tender Notice Mo, 48/2024-2025 dated 04.08_2024.

i) Tendar Mo, 15245053 dua on 14,10.2024

Im referance to above tender, attached special condition of tendar document has b=en
dedated and revised special contidicn of tender document is attached. All other terms &
condibkons rarmain unchanged, The Cofrigendem has Been published ob websis
warw, reps. gonin, 2090/2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
UJVN Limited

HO "UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephones: 0135-2763508, 2763808 & Fax- 0135 2763507
CIN No. U40101URZ20015GC 025866, Website: www. ujvnl.com

&R - 18,709 /2004

T 8
o Tender Corrigendum
The clause no. 2.1 {Similar nature of work) of Section-ll Instructions
to Bidders (ITB} of tender Mo. (2024 UJVYN 75485 1WNIT
Mo AS/EE{Pathriy2024-25 invited by office of Executive Engineer
(M&G), Pathri Power House on e-procurement portal ie.
http:/fuktenders.gov.in for "Annual maintenance works of Unit 1 & 2
of Pathri Power House" shall be read as follows.

"The bidderffirm must have experience of Capital Maintenance® /
Annual Maintenance works of 80% of 6.8 MW or higher capacity hydro
genearating unit”

Other terms & conditions of the lender will remain same, Please visit
e-procureament portal hitp:ffuktenders.gov.in for further details

Executive Engineer{(M&G)

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

UJVN I._I!HITED

[f&n Uitaraiha
L O "L AL ™ MASLARAR] RAGH, GMS RCUL

Tahe.; I S5-I 350, ITE3808, Fax: §

ﬁrl_/—"/ PIIRINISGCIISAEE

ML '::. '.!-AJ, Ly |.'|1| SN
Tender No.823 e-Tender Notice Lrate © 18.09.2024

Office of the Executive Engineer {1&P-Il), Ujjwal, Maharani Bagh, GMS3

Road, Dehradun invites onling bid from interested parties. Brief summany

of tenderis givenbalow:

Tender No: 01UJVNL/IEE(I1&P-11)/2024-25

Mame of work: Providing  Consultancy Services & Preparation of

Comprehensive and Bankable Detailed Project Report for Ichan Pumped

Storage Project, 600 MW located in Disirict Dehradun of Uitarakhand.

Estimated Cost T 3,50,20,000/- (GST Extra) (Three Crores [ifly lakhs

twenty thousand only excluding G.5.T)

Date of availability of bid document on wabsite: 26.09.2024 from 5.00 PM

Last Date for submission of bid onwebsite; 19,10, 2024 upto 5.00 PM

For fuller & further detailzs, kindly wvisit "e-procurement portal

http:ffuktenders.gov.in” Executive Enginear (I&P-11)
Upwal, Dehradun

"Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 84 B.N.5.5.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused JITENDER S/0 RAM KUMAR R/O VILLAGE-
SIMBHALI TEH.-GARH , DISTT- HAPUR (UP) also at
H.No.F-4/221 Sultanpuri,Mew Delhi, has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No.
1/2020 U/S 33 Delhi Excise Act , P.S. Sagarpur, Delhi
and it has been returned to warrant of arrest there upon
issued that the said accused JITENDER cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said accused JITENDER has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that JITENDER in FIR No.
1/2020 U/S D E Act, P.S. Sagarpur, Delhi is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on
or before 21.10.2024. By order

Ms. Isha Singh
Metropolitan Magistrate -03
Patiala House Courts, New Delhi

DP/M12421/5W/2024

,.‘ U.P. State Bridge Corporation Ltd, Jj Before Debts Recavery Tribunal-ll, Delhi

41l Floge, deavan Tara Beildimg, Parliament Sroat,
New Belhi-110001

Motice under section 19{4) of the Recovery
ol Debts Due to Bank and Flnanckal
Inatitutions Act, 1993 read with Rule 12 813
of the Debis Recovery Tribunal (Procedure
Fula) 18993) in the matter of

TA. Mo, SEGIH022 Date 13-08-2024

CANARA BANK (ErsT Syn. Bank)

"-..-:" 18, Madan Mohan Marg, Lucknow-226001

&EEEMMBEJ

it is infarmed that the proposal lor
recruitment to the above posts for LLP
State Bridge Co. on the basis of merit of the

sgore of the upcoming GATE-2025 Vo rELEE Applicant
examination is under process for approval, EHWAHm AGRD FOODS PVT. LTD
Currently the application process for nE'EHm' Respondant

GATE-25 exam is going on, the last date of| | 1. sHivanTa AGRD FoODE PYT LTO. GWIT MO
161 15T FLOOR GREAT [NDIA FLACE MALL PLOT MO

which 15 26.09.2024 {07 10,2024, with D MY ERTAMMMENT CITY A te

e St AN S, S, NABTNELR, Mottt
{.:ﬂ.l'lljldatEE- h-ii:i'”'r'ij 1.“".".. FEEIU”E[I EHTF.HEII'.IHM:AI L'T'rn'lﬂ.'.l’.:’:ﬁl.‘lFlHl 7, USHT MO

qualifications and willing to apply for the 161 15T FLOGA GREAT INDIA FEACE MALL PLOT NO

above posts FBUH dppear m the GATE-EhE HOUSE NO S0 KATHALRAR ﬂHﬂﬂhL_P-,lﬂ-gIJ*{u'.-l'
Z i - BIHAH

Eﬁ;gigﬁlﬂplytrmhws:huwsauﬂsl not be 3. 5H, AEAD KHAN 50 ASLAM KHAN, FLAT N0 0-8
Necessary details -are

avallable on the official website

MAKZHATRA AFPARTARENTE BMMEHREALILE RELHN - 72
www, bridgecorporalionitd com

ALSO AT; UNET MO 18° 15T FLIMER GREAT MDA
PLACE MALL PLOT MO Z ENTEATSINMENT CITY
General Manager (Head Quarter)

BlalA ALSD AT: RID HIFFSE NO T48 MOH-GULAR
GHATTI RAM HNAGAR FAIKITAL - 244715
T TARAMNLHALI

‘Whereas ihe. abowe mamad applcantist has | Fawe
inElinutid & cage Tor mcovery of Ra 301312389

EXTENSION OF DIERUGARH
COACHING SICK LINE

tRuprs Forty Laklh Thartesp Thousand Omne
Humdrod Twidivty Thres and Ekghiy Ning Paiss
Enly) ageerial oo ol whien as 61 Bad besd 3hodn (o
ihe spttasdion of tba Trigamal that if i nod pssshie tn
SOMVE yOu i 1he ordeary way thenefon, 1his estice @
given by advienissmianr  diveeling  yoo 16 sk
awumanﬁ! in the Trbunsl on n.'-i'm 2024 mt

Take natice that in defau® of your appearance on ihe
day Bafore 1be mentiened, tha case wil b Teard ani
P, Wiy al
Al che mamars sall o tekan dp rhisagh 5ideo
Caminremcing and for that purpose;-
G AN 1ha |'|.d.'u||| mlazllAipania shall dowiiload (s
“Cimce Webex " appicoban | sodivare:
Gl “Mewimg 107 sed Paszword for 1he dpte ol hisanng
qEa cpees te be ia4em by Hen'ble presiding
aifitar I Ragistrar ahall be disployad s the daily coausg
figt Mpell ad ORT OFwist Fortst o, dre,gov.in
il I ey eripiessy gien 1hat The Arlvesatas) ||1||:|ﬂx

E-Tender Notice No. TSK/
Engg/53 of 2024 Dated: 16-08-
2024, E-Tenders are inviled by
the undersigned for the following
works: Name of work:; At Dibrugar
Extansion of Dibrugarh coaching sick | |50 comact ‘the concermed  alficial at

ne by A5m [engthin ingno. 108 11 ‘fg‘;-;_"::fr:’r;z"zﬂuﬂﬂ saal of thes Tribunal thix the
(i1} {.P'l-l'th'Jwﬂ and, Tender Value; ;ﬁt:.n_l::_fﬂ?fﬁ?@lﬂrj}_lmigi
15,46 859 0B0/- Earnest Money:

14 23 500/-. Date & time of closing

of tender: 15.00 hrs. of 089-10-2024

AT -‘t,;[—‘;—.-l s e u punjab national bank

wirh el | .. nams pou can BANK upan |

Credit ReV|ew & Monitoring Division, Head Office,
Plot No. 4, Sector 10, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075

Application are invited from eligible firm of Chartered Accountants/ Cost
Accountants and individual CAs/Cost Accountants possessing necessary
qualifications/experties for empanelment as Stock & Receivable Auditors.
The empanelment will be based on merits and the bank reserves the right
to reject any application without assigning any reason whatsoever may
be. Interested firms/ individuals may submit their application, latest within
21 days from the date of publication of this advertisement. For further
details, please visit our website www.pnbindia.in under

“Tender/Empanelment” section. G M
eneral Manager

Credit Review & Monitoring Division, Head Office, New Delhi

'ﬁ‘* HETS TR URYE, 7S

AT FTaTST HERIST IRIehiE e, TeTe . TITE. fH-¥oR 30¢
EA o ek ShRHTeR : 032¥4-3]330%
E-mail : mahadnagarpalika@gmail.com coud.mahad@maharashtra.gov.in
TEAMRHRT (GTEAAT) @ 032%4-333344
Saeh o H.AY./AEHM [TI/0R%-3034/20%9 fedieh : 99.0%.30%%
3-Taferr T &7 RoR¥-3Y

e TR URWE, AT AAehgd Hele ANl er arsHI, 1. wele, . TS,
TENTE =T AT FHEeT SR 3-ffaer amfaverg ad o1e. a1 S iefad oo

T.R¢,%¥3,3%,836/- U 3. AT hEMeE=l  dfaeR Hifedr
www.mahatenders.gov.in 3T 3|®|H|$d°|{ 3w oY 311%.
B e /-
ﬁ%@b (ST Ricde?)
O TR T YRR

eI TR URue, "ere

& opening at 16.00 hrs. of 08-10-
2024. The complete information
with the tender document of above
e-tandear will be avallable uplo

& RAIL WHEEL FACTORY |

TENDER NOTICE NO.RWF/5/146/2024-25/07 Dated 14.09.2024

On beball of the President of Indla, The Principal Cleiel Materials Manaoer®RWE invites eléctronic tender for the fallowling works through the websile
ml:p.u'uw Ireps. gov, in {rnm upeﬁ:enueﬂn' r-epulﬁi contractors in the field,

Yelahanka, Bengaluru-560 064. Phone:080-28072T06,
Wabsite: weww.rwf. indianrailways. gowvin

15.00 hrs. of 09-10-2024 in websile

% - Tender No Ft'NFS FWE 1st 'Hl"i'FHTFTH'I' RWFSTPT ERC. | RWFSTRT_CA_ RWFSTRT CA_
www.ireps.gov.in SLAB 202425 | LMS_WC2250MT 151 SLAB 2425 | 3rd Siab_ 02425 15t Slab 202475
DBRM (W), Tinsukia Due Date & Time | O7.10.2024 af 14.15 Hrs| 10.10.2024 at 14.15 Hrs| 24.10:2024 at 14.15 Hrs | 14.10°2004 at 14.95 Hrs | 15:90.2024 at 14 15Hrs
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY | | Scope of Work _ S Refor RWF Website .
l E’ Sarving Cursfiomsers With 4 Smile Distance stab |00 SO0 Kirs | B-S0 Bms o140 200 Bars {edth A el | Abowe 1 DOl K (with & | 010 500 Kms
: '+Er-;.ea:le drslannﬂ--:r 1El.hm5.| mean dstance of Eaﬂ:le,J
Quankity  [2000 MT (approx) (Z250 W dapprox) E15E MT fJL"I:IflJ:" J':;frll MT (appeoe) 1800 MT {approwd
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MAHAD MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, MAHAD
e-Tender Notice 2024-2025

MAHAD Municipal Council - Mahad, Dist. Raigad invites
e-tenders for the work of Mahad Underground Drainage Scheme at
Mahad, Tal. Mahad, Dist. Raigad in the State of Maharashtra valued at
Rs. 98,42,32,626/-. Those who are interested please visit the web site
https://mahatenders.gov.in for detailed information.

Sd/-
N (Dhananjay Kolekar)
(Seal| Administrator and Chief Officer
—_* Mahad Municipal Council, Mahad

3ifcrarror siore ufeua

=
ﬁ; SATAamT, THEET-TTTE ¥oR0¢ (HEWY)
QA . RIUBLLBR0Y, RYUBLRELRE,
%-WeT : nagarparishadalibag@gmail.com
——————— TATIAT — QLEY ———————— oo
.36, 33\0% feHieh : 2¢.0%.303%

Quotation Notice

Subject - Quotation Notice for implementation of Container
Oceanarium Exhibit in Alibag municipal council
area to seek rates from the open market for Non
SSR, Specialized & Customized items.

Implementation of Container Oceanarium Exhibit in Alibag
Municipal Council area under this scheme of special grant to
municipal councils for special work. The quotation rate of the
said work should be quote on the website of the government
https://www.mahatenders.gov.in.

Non-SSR and Specialized & Customized items involved in
the said works detailed information and details / prescribed
sample etc. Available on Government  website
https://www.mahatenders.gov.in from 18/09/2024 to 23/09/2024.

For more information in this regard contact the Alibag
Municipal Council office.

Sign/-
@ (Angai Salunkhe)
Chief Officer,
Alibag Municipal Council.

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Kamaljit Singh, S/o: Late Darshan Singh, R/o H.No. 15, 1* Floor,
Udhay Vihar-3, Chander Vihar Nilothi Extention, Delhi, has
committed (or is suspected to has committed) the offence in FIR No.
272/2017, U/s: 138 NI Act, Police Station, Paschim Vihar West,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon
issued that the said accused Kamaljit Singh, cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Kamaljit Singh, has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is here by made that the said accused Kamaljit Singh,
of FIRNo. 272/2017, U/s: 138 Nl Act, Police Station, Paschim Vihar
West, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the said

complaint on or before 06.11.2024. By Order
Sh. Karanbir Singh

MM-05, West Room No.-04
Tis Hazari Courts, New Delhi

DP/12287/0D/2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused person Prince, S/o Sh. Prabhu Nath, R/o B- 29
Janta Colony Shiv Vihar 3rd Floor, Raja Garden, Delhi
has committed the offences (or is suspected to have
committed) in case FIR No. 595/2007, U/s
469/420/467/468/471/406/120B IPC, P.S. Paschim
Vihar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said Prince cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said Prince has absconded (or is concealing
himselftoavoidthe service ofthe said warrant).

Proclamationis hereby made thatthe said Princeaccused
of FIRN0.595/2007,U/s 469/420/467/468/471/406/120B
IPC, P.S. Paschim Vihar, Delhi is required to appear
before this Courtto answerthe said complainton or before
24.10.2024. By Order

Sh. Devanshu Sajlan
Metropolitan Magistrate 07
Room No. 289, 2™ Floor

DP/12558/0D/2024 Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PAL CORPORATION BHARATPUR

Ref : MCB/Technical/2024-25/416 Date : 17/09/2024

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS - 08/2024-25

Nagar Nigam Bharatpur invites Single-stage Two Part (envelope) Online
unconditional bids open competitive through www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in in from
eligible bidders any Central/state/Government/semi Government organization/
Contractors for the work of Rejuvenation of water body at Bharatpur including
operation and maintenance for Five years. The document can be seen and downloaded
from the website http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in Tender
are to be submitted online in electronic format as per schedule given below:

UBN No.:DLB2425WSOB08184, DLB2425WSOB08185

Number of Work 02 Work

=

£
Work of Cost 791.14 Lacs.

Website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.inon From 20.09.2024, at 10.00 AM to

Bid Download start date and Time 17.10.2024 up to 06.00 PM

Website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
of Bid Upload end date and time

17.10.2024 up to 06.00 PM

09.10.2024 at 11.00 AM in the
Municipal Corporation Bharatpur

Pre-bid Meeting Date and Time

| submission of Document Physically/Tender
Cost/RISL Fee UTR Slip

18.10.2024 up to 02.00 PM

[Technical Bid Opening Date and Time 18.10.2024 at 3.00 PM

Financial Bid Opening Date and Time Will be intimated later to technically

responsive bidders.

Commissioner

Raj.Samwad/C/24/5309
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YOUNG LIFTERS WIN 11 GOLD MEDALS

Indian weightlifters gave a splendid display, winning 11 gold and
three silver medals so far at the 2024 Commonwealth Youth, Junior
and Senior Weightlifting Championships. Babulal Hembrom,
Mina Santa, Bedaarat Bharali, Jyoshna Sabar, Akanksha Vyavahare,
Ashmita Dhone, Bhargavi B, A Maharajan, Mina Santa, V Kishor,

T Madhavan, Bolo Yalam are some of the gold winners.

PTI

Prolific Mendis
gives Sri Lanka

the edge in Ist
Test vs NZ

Sri Lanka’s Kamindu Mendis celebrates
his century on Day 1 of the first Test vs
New Zealand in Galle on Wednesday. AP

ASSOCIATED PRESS
GALLE, SEPTEMBER 18

RAISED UP the order to score even more runs,
prolific middle-order batter Kamindu
Mendis struck a fine hundred on Wednesday
to rescue Sri Lanka from a precarious posi-
tion as the hosts reached 302-7 at stumps on
Day 1 of the first test against New Zealand.

Kiwi quick William O’Rourke claimed
three wickets in Galle but Mendis (114) was
untroubled, posting his fourth century in test
match cricket in only his seventh Test.

The left-handed batsman has scored
more than 800 runs injust 11 innings and he
is on course to become the fastest Sri Lankan
to 1,000 test runs, with Roy Dias (23 innings)
currently holding that record. Apart from
four hundreds, Mendis also has scored four
half-centuries.

Mendis had been batting at No. 7 until
this test match, when he was promoted to
No. 5. Often he had batted with the tail while
occupying the lower position and had run
out of partners.

New Zealand had the advantage after re-
ducing Sri Lanka to 178-5 and with the last
recognized pair out in the middle. Mendis,
with Kusal Mendis (50), was involved in a
103-run partnership for the sixth wicket to
help Sri Lanka fight back.

Mendis reached his century by putting
away a full toss from part-time spinner
Rachin Ravindra to the boundary.

Kusal Mendis, made to keep wicket and
pushed to No. 7 in this game, was fighting for
his place but should be fine for the rest of the
series. The partnership was broken when
Kusal Mendis was dismissed in unusual fash-
ion. The batter pulled Glenn Phillips' deliv-
ery and the ball stuck short leg fielder Tom
Latham and popped up to Tim Southee at
short mid-wicket for an easy catch.

New Zealand took the second new ball
soon after it was available and it was spinner
Ajaz Patel who made the breakthrough by
dismissing Kamindu Mendis with just five
minutes to go for stumps.

Sri Lanka lost both its openers Pathum
Nissanka (27) and Dimuth Karunaratne (2)
early in the day after electing to bat first as
O’Rourke removed both batters.

O’Rourke also struck Angelo Mathews on
his right index finger forcing the batter to re-
tire. He did come out to bat after lunch and
made 36.

Phillips was the pick of the spinners,
bowling captain Dhananjaya de Silva
through the gate. New Zealand had a warm-
up test match last week against Afghanistan
inIndia washed out after five days withouta
ball being bowled. Sri Lanka is coming off a
three-match test series in England which the
hosts won 2-1. The teams will play a second
test beginning Sept. 26, also at Galle.

BRIEF SCORES: Sri Lanka 302/7 (Kamindu
114, Kusal 50; O'Rourke 3/54, Phillips 2/52)
vs New Zealand

INDIA VS BANGLADESH: FIRST TEST, CHENNAI

Gambhir’s mantra: Adapt, don’t adopt a style

As home series against the neighbours begins, coach stresses on importance of defensive technique to cope with quality spinners

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI, SEPTEMBER 18

FOUR MONTHS, three opponents, 10 Tests
and a place in the World Test Championship
final up for the grabs. For a team that has
been the most consistent one in the format,
this season could well be an era defining one.
The WTC title may still be eluding India, but
for the nucleus of the side, who have been
the torchbearers of Test cricket, this is a for-
mat that has been close to their heart. It is
the one they see their future in, especially af-
ter handing over the baton to the young gen-
eration. Their new head coach Gautam
Gambhir has already experienced it first
hand in the dressing room that he wants to
take forward the legacy seeds sowed by Ravi
Shastri and Rahul Dravid.

A new head coach coming in usually
brings changes in personnel, style with a new
vision being planted. But as India’s home sea-
son begins with the first Test against
Bangladesh here on Thursday, with their eyes
already directed towards the five Tests in
Australia beginning November, Gambhir laid
bare his plans.

“Look, I've always been a believer that the
best style is the style that wins,” Gambhir be-
gan. “We want to be a team that adapts and
that learns quickly, rather than adopting one
style. Because if you start adopting one style,
then there is no growth. We want guys to be
playing the situation, the conditions, and
then keep growing every day. And that is all
that matters. You know, all this, giving a
name to a certain style and playing only one
way, see, ultimately sportis all about results.
And the best, as I just mentioned, the best
style is the style that wins,” Gambhir said.

It almost sounded as if Shastri was be-
hind the mic. From being a result-oriented
style under Shastri-Virat Kohli, under Rahul
Dravid it was process driven. With Dravid
having three ICC white-ball events in less
than two years, India’s priority had titled to-
wards the short formats with the Test squad
almost in auto-pilot mode. But here we are,
with the Test stars in the mid-30s and a tran-
sition already underway, India are now set-
ting their sight on lifting the WTC maze,
which has eluded them in the last two cycles
despite reaching successive finals.

It was evident as early as last month
when Gambhir wanted the Test regulars to
feature in the Duleep Trophy to prepare for
the gruelling season ahead. The upcoming
two Tests against Bangladesh and the three
to follow against New Zealand give
Gambbhir the perfect landing in the format.
With a full-strength squad disposal, should
India bring their A-game, overcoming
Bangladesh won’t be much of a task. But
Gambhir knows there is work to be done in
the format, especially when out of the four
Tests they have lost since 2013, three have
come in the last three years.

New chinks in every series

In every series over the last couple of
years, they have found new chinks appearing
out of nowhere. They have been able to find
solutions from with-in as well as from those
coming into the set up like in the case of
Dhruv Jurel, Sarfaraz Khan in the Tests
against England. But with a tour of Australia
on the horizon, such openings have the po-
tential to drag their proud legacy down.

In Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli, R Ashwin,
Ravindra Jadeja, Jasprit Bumrah, the nucleus
of the side is still intact. That Gambhir took
several references in the 19-minute interac-
tion with the media revealed how much he
values their experience. But more impor-
tantly, despite the young ones waiting in the
wings, he threw the weight behind the ones
who have been part of the set-up. In that
sense, Rishabh Pant and KL Rahul, two play-
ers who are expected to play a big role in
Australia in the middle-order will straight-
away start at the MA Chidambaram Stadium.

“I feel Jurel is a quality player and he has

(L-R) Batsman Virat Kohli, coach Gautam Gambhir and chairman of selectors Ajit Agarkar share a light moment in training. P11

e NUMBERPLATE

17

Number of home Test series India
have won on the trot, a run dating
back to December 2012.

have won against India:

O Number of Tests Bangladesh
Played 13, lost 11, drawn 2.

done phenomenally well in the last season,
played some really crucial knocks under pres-
sure against England. But again, when Rishabh
is coming in, obviously he's done really well
across most of the conditions. So sometimes
people will have to wait. And someone like
Sarfaraz (Khan), yes, he'salso done really well,
but sometimes you just have to wait for the
opportunity and keep working hard, keep do-
ing the right things. That is what bench
strength is all about,” Gambhir said.

While Australiais still a couple of months
away, for India to get past Bangladesh and
New Zealand unscathed at home, there is a
lot to be done with regards to their game
against spinners. Unlike Australia and
England - their last two opponents at home
in Tests - they were undone by unheralded
spinners. But both Bangladesh and New
Zealand have a quality pool of spinners with
experience in hand. In his firstassignment in
Sri Lanka, Gambhir saw India combust
against their spinners, reopening old wounds.

“Istill believe that this batting lineup has so
much quality that we can play any opposition,
any bowling line-up, any spin attack in any
conditions. In Test Cricket, you have time to
defend and get the bowler to play on his own
strength. If you want to play well in Test
Cricket, it will come down to how tight your
defenceis. A good defence can definitely make
youagood Test cricketer. So, it is important to
work on those small things,” Gambhir said.

First Test, Day 1: Live on Jio Cinema &
Sports18, 9.30am

Red-soil Chennai pitch sheds grass ahead
of India’s first Test against Bangladesh

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI, SEPTEMBER 18

WITH INDIA not ready to give any advantage
to Bangladesh - who have three quality spin-
nersin their ranks - it has been a challenging
few days for the groundstaff at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium to handle the red-
soil surface in sweltering Chennai heat.

Two questions raise: Why did they have
the red soil that abets bounce and what did
they do to mitigate Bangladesh’s spinners,
considering when India arrived here last
Thursday for the prepatory camp, the pitch
No 4 to used for the Test had a thick grass
cover that it was almost impossible to sepa-
rate it from the outfield?

The red soil because Indian Express under-
stands that the India team management has
preferred a bouncy track for the Test with an
eye on the Australia tour. Out of the five home
Testslined-up, they are set to play three on red
soil pitches in Chennai, Pune and Mumbai as
it generally tends to aid good bounce.

Here is how the second question of not
handing spin advantage to Bangladesh was
answered by the curator C Ramesh Kumar
and his staff over the last couple of days:
Some good-old shaving of the grass, with
a bit of help from hessian cloth and tarpau-
lin covers.

Even on Wednesday morning, there was
a bit of grass cover on the pitch, but it was
shaved off by afternoon before the ground-
staff covered it with a hessian cloth. Using
hessian cloth is generally done to avoid
sweating on the pitch; the groundstaff have
had to keep an eye on the rising mercury lev-
els as well. Over the past four days, the tem-
perature has flirted in the high 30s, a record-
high for September.

With such heat around, the groundstaff
also have to be wary of the pitch crumbling

Ground staff prepares the pitch on
Wednesday ahead of the first Test. P11

as it would bring spinners into play too early
into the Test. As a result they have watered
the pitch at least thrice between 9 am to 5
pm. While it is expected to hold the pitch
firm, it is also expected to keep the bounce
factor intact.

OnTuesday, they even used the tarpaulin
covers on top of the hessian cloth right
through the afternoon before opening it only
when the shadows covered the playing sur-
face. It was done to ensure excessive sweat-
ing on the pitch which will ensure there is
enough moisture.

On the eve of the Test, the pitch had a
tinge of grass, but whether it remains on the
morning of the Test is the big question now.

With the temperatures hotter than usual
in the month of September, the groundstaff
have been taking extra care of the surface.
Though the grass was shaved off by the time
India’s camp ended on Saturday, it has been
watered regularly since then, and rolled sev-
eral times to kill the live grass.

Ahead of the Test, India almost used a

similar pitch for their practice sessions,
which had purchase for everyone with
hardly any footmarks. They even watered it
regularly to keep it as intact as possible,
which hints at what they expect over the
course of the Test.

Spin trio

The last time Bangladesh were here, India
played three seamers in the two Tests at
Indore and Kolkata. While India have since
relied on a three-spinner formula with R
Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja being constants,
The Indian Express understands that a call on
whether to go with a third spinner in
Kuldeep Yadav will be taken only on the
morning of the Test on Thursday as they have
to factor in the weather as well.

While the excessive heat would break the
pitch, there are also forecasts of thunder-
storms on Friday and Saturday night, which
would keep the moisture intact.

Hence, the chances of India taking the
field with three pacers is also being pondered
as they expect the bounce to stay intact
throughout the Test. Ifit is indeed three pac-
ers then Akash Deep could join Jasprit
Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj in the pace
pack. Butif it comes down to only two seam-
ers, then India are likely to choose between
Siraj and Akash.

With an eye on the Australia trip and the
short turnover between matches against
Bangladesh and New Zealand at home, India
are keen on rotating their pace pack. With
Akash in the mix, India want him to partner
one of the senior pacers who would get ad-
equate recovery time. But having had a
month-long rest, there are no workload con-
cerns as of now.

The batting line-up is locked with KL
Rahul set to take his spot back from Sarfaraz
Khan and Rishabh Pant coming in place of
Dhruv Jurel.

Sidelined Iyer needs mountain of runs to surge back from the fringes

SANDIPG
ANANTAPUR, SEPTEMBER 18

RELATABLE TO the arid expanse that sur-
rounds the Rural Development Trust Ground
of Anantapur has been the fate of Shreyas
Iyer. The Duleep Trophy was deemed as Iyer’s
comeback path, after he was nudged out of
the national team by a combination of his
technical fallibilities as well as the intense
jostle for a toehold in the middle order. But
rather than maximising the granted oppor-
tunity to hoard runs and push his comeback
file, his stocks, dry as the parched farmlands
that dot the district, have magnificently sunk.

His four innings in the second driest dis-
trict in the country, which gets on an aver-
age 34 days of rainfall a year, has fetched him
just 104 runs. The details paint a grimmer
picture of the uncertain mindset that has
clutched him. Thrice, seamers nailed him
and once a spinner claimed him. None of
them were unplayable balls; none of them
were the short-length kryptonite, at least
two of them were of softer nature, and twice
he perished after looking reasonably well-

settled. So much so that, when watched in
isolation and not seen through the prism of
his recent drought, his 54 and 41 were not
exactly specimens of struggles. In both out-
ings, he has looked fairly comfortable, before
playing injudicious strokes to flounder.

An arm-ball from the under-appreciated
Shams Mulani split through his legs. In real
time it looked like the ball had kept low. But
it was an illusion his back-foot drag created.
It was a classic instance of misjudgment,
where the ball came out fuller than he had
anticipated and ricocheted off his open left-
foot to hit the stumps. Baited by a spinner
might have hurt him, because in a fine mood,
he is an undisturbed destroyer of them.

The promising 54, off 44 balls, ended
when he looked to force the strapping
Anshul Kambhoj through mid-on and the
ball stopped a fraction at him. Before the
lapse, he had unfurled air-borne drives
through the off-side, shots that stung the turf
like the crack of a rifle. It has not been so
much a case of him looking wretched as it
has been a matter of his concentration snap-
ping and the mind slipping into confusion.

At times, he looks like he has a definite

In four Duleep Trophy innings, Shreyas Iyer has scored just 104 runs. File

plan toreverse his fallow patch. That is to at-
tack his way back. It could be a rewarding
ploy, but only if one knows to differentiate
the thin margin between looking silly and

aggressive. It’s also symptomatic of those
batsmen too desperate to prove oneself too
hard. Once the methods begin to tick, the
rush of blood pushes out common sense. But

epaper.indianexpressicom [ I

the positive is that Iyer would know that he
is not ploughing through as horrible a patch
as the cynics believe. Unless he scores a big
one, the judgement will persist.

However, the glaring old short-ball flaw
persists. Almost every movement he makes
when facing seamersis a reaction toit. He has
had a tendency to hang back, waiting on the
back-foot for that extra second to defang it.In
the process, he has compromised his biggest
strength when facing seamers, his ability to
stride out those long legs and drive through
the covers. Before the short balls began to re-
side rent-free in his head, he was an excellent
cutter of the ball too, when he arches his up-
per body and lets his hands flow.

But the short-ball woe has not only cur-
tailed his off-side fluency but also made him
easy to set up. As did Khaleel Ahmed in the
now infamous sunglass faux pas. The build-
up was too simple and basic. The first two
were back of length of ball (both he defended
on the back foot), the third (he was beaten)
and fifth (ducked) were shorter, the fourth
(left) and sixth (defended on the back foot)
were back of length. The seventh was fuller
and he tried to drive, with the weight pinned

on the back foot and the front-leg wobbling
as he drove.

In his first innings of the tournament too,
his front-foot press was timid, as though the
good-length caught him in surprise. He
could have shouldered arms, but when
doubt-ridden, batsmen invariably get
sucked into the temptation of feeling the
ball. Now, in refusing to find a resolute
method to resolve the short-ball weakness,
he has made himself vulnerable to the full
and good length balls too. It’s like the house
of cards. You just whisper something at the
base and the entire arrangement collapses.
One fundamental defect could ruin the en-
tire structure, leading to a chain of errors.
Those innings he found starts, he was bet-
ter organised and less predetermined.

Iyer has two more innings to salvage his
Duleep Trophy, and make a last-minute push
to reclaim his Test cap. He is in the outer laps
of the race but a couple of injuries and a few
bad outings for those in the middle order
could pave his back. But he needs runs to be
in the race. A few spells of rain are forecast
this weekend, maybe it is the week lyer too
begins to pour runs.
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Schillaci, who
took Italia 90 by
storm, no more

REUTERS
SEPTEMBER 18

wm  FORMER ITALY striker
Salvatore Schillaci, a
star of the 1990 World
Cup on home soil, has
died atthe age of 59, his
former clubs Inter
Milan and Juventus
said on Wednesday.

Schillaci led Italy to their third-place finish
in 1990, winning the Golden Boot for his six
goals during the tournament, including in the
semi-final against Argentina and in their third-
place victory over England.

Schillaci, who was born in the Sicilian city
of Palermo and was hospitalised there, suffered
from colon cancer, Italian media reports said.

"A football icon is leaving us, a man who
has entered the hearts of Italians and sports
fans around the world," Italy's prime minister
Giorgia Meloni posted on X.

"Salvatore Schillaci, known by everyone as
Toto, the striker from the magic nights of Italia
'90 with our national team.

“Thanks for the emotions you gave us, for
having made us dream, celebrate, embrace,
and wave our national flag. Bon voyage, cham-
pion.”

The Sicilian's wide eyes as he celebrated his
goals became one of the enduring images of
that World Cup and his was the name on all
Italians'lips, outshining more established play-
ers such as Gianluca Vialli and Roberto Baggio.

Schillaci was awarded the Golden Ball as
player of the tournament and was later named
as the runner-up for the 1990 Ballond'Or men's
player of the year award, behind World Cup
winning captain Lothar Matthaus of West
Germany.

He had started Italy's opening World Cup
game asa substitute but came off the bench to
score the winner in a 1-0 victory over Austria.

After the excitement of 1990, Schillaci
scored only one more goal for Italy and did not
appear for them at any other major tourna-
ments.

A small, bustling striker, Schillaci, nick-
named "Toto", had been a late developer,
spending the early years of his career playing
in the lower leagues for Sicilian club Messina.

He was the top scorer in Serie B, the Italian
second division, in 1988-89, earning him a
move to Serie A giants Juventus.

Indian hockey gets younger

With Sukhjeet, Abhishek leading the forward line, transition is around the corner

MIHIRVASAVDA
SEPTEMBER 18

THE ASIAN Champions Trophy gold medal
was still dangling around his neck, the smile
hadn't yet disappeared and he longed to be
with his family. But Craig Fulton’s thoughts
had already turned to the Indian hockey
team's next litmus test: the 2026 World Cup.

In those raw moments, minutes after
India defeated China in Tuesday’s final, the
mastermind of India’s Paris Olympic bronze
gave a sneak peek into what the immediate
future will look like for his team - young, a
flush of fresh faces and matches away from
home. It could begin as early as late October
or November, with a tour to the Netherlands
and Belgium with a squad comprising play-
ers largely under 25.

The destination and age group aren’t cho-
sen onawhim. The European neighbours will
be hosting the World Cup in two years and,
with an eye on the championship as well as
the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics, Fulton hinted
he’ll pick a bunch of players who will last the
full four-year cycle and beyond.

“We are just trying to open up the net a
little bit (and) broaden the depth. Then we’ll
have another camp in 10 days’ time for three
weeks; another 20 players will come for that.
And then hopefully we are getting a tour to
Holland and Belgium with kind of an under-
25 squad so we are looking forward to put-
ting that team together,” Fulton told the Asian
Hockey Federation.

Until not too long ago, India’s hockey
ecosystem was obsessed with short-termism
and the coaches planned from tournament
to tournament, unsure if they’d still be occu-
pying the chair by the time the next one came
along. In that backdrop, Fulton’s four-year
plan for the team is a refreshing change.

Fulton’s faith in the younger players
would have been further emboldened after
the Asian Champions Trophy triumph. Three
years ago, when Graham Reid took a young
team to the same competition, they could
only manage to finish third.

This time, a youthful Indian team won
seven matches out of seven, scored more
goals than any other team, conceded fewer
than the restand even when not at their best,
found a way to win. Like they did during
Tuesday’s final.

Malvika ends two years
of near-misses to scalp
a marquee player

SHIVANINAIK
SEPTEMBER18

A COMPUTER engineer, who digs anything
that’s printed on paper from detective fic-
tion novels to Maths journals, spirituality
leaflets to even airplane pamphlets.
Nagpur’s 23-year-old Malvika Bansod has
also been a deeply driven badminton
player, who ended two years of near-
misses internationally, to scalp a marquee
player - Gregoria Mariska Tunjung, beat-
ing the Paris Olympics bronze medallist 26-
24,21-19 in Round 1 at China Open.

She would immediately call up home,
and ask the result to be relayed to her
grandfather whois critically ill and bedrid-
den. A Nagpur University tennis and bad-
minton player himself, he was the reason
Malvika was drawn into the sport. “He was
in ICU when she played in Japan, and was
distracted and worried, which reflected in
her loss. As soon as his health improved
marginally, Malvika did well in Korea. She’s
very close to him, because when he could,
in better health, he watched every match
she played, even if we didn’t,” mother
Trupti said of the badminton craze in the
joint family.

Malvika first came to attention when
she beat Saina Nehwal at the 2022 India
Open, but it’s been a long struggle to match
those expectations. Leading 19-18 after be-
ing 14-6 up in the opener against Tunjung,
the Indian would face the resurgent wrath
of the Indonesians who even took 3 set
points.

“She was making a comeback after I led
in the first 11 points, and I couldn’t convert
because of the drift at 19-18. But  was man-
aging her pace well, and changed my
strokes in finishing that she found difficult
to understand,” she said, calling it a very
important win. “I've lost in these finishing
phases, the 25-23, 21-19 loss to then World
No 1 Akane Yamaguchi is the experience |
learnt most from. Against Tunjung the ral-
lies got tough, but I did the opposite of what
she expected with my choice of strokes. I
was on the cusp of a big upset, happy it
came 3 days after my 23rd birthday,” she
added.

In the second set, Malvika again led 18-
10, but the Indonesian collected 9 points in
a hurry, and once again put pressure. “She’s
crafty and can make a stroke on the line out
of nowhere. But I kept continuously ma-
noeuvring rallies to play my game and deny
her dominance. Her strokes remained pen-
etrative, but I shifted strategy again in the
last 2-3 points,” she said.

With results drying up at top level,
Malvika had reasons to feel demotivated,
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Malvika Bansod beat Paris Olympics
bronze medallist Gregoria Tunjung. File

but she’s madly in love with badminton,
and convinced she can make it to the top.
“You can’t get disheartened, you have to
move on and prepare to play Top 20s in the
first round,” she said, adding her father
travelled with her as a motivator. Malvika’s
mother Trupti stresses that her daughter is
a quick learner. “If anything slipped out of
hand, she would jot down detail notes,
analyse it to the soul and substance, watch
replays, then come up with solutions,” the
mother explains.

At Raipur, Malvika trained under coach
and current BAI secretary Sanjay Mishra,
but was lost briefly after his new role took
up his time. “Without him guiding, she
couldn’t crack the barrier of big matches.
The instability without a full time coach af-
fected her greatly. She now has a few wise
coaches in Nagpur, and consults Shrikant
Vad in Thane for strategists,” Trupti said.

2023 was also tough because Malvika
was afflicted by a nasty bout of dengue and
typhoid at the same time. She almost col-
lapsed playing at the National Games when
still recuperating. Yet, she would push
Nozomi Okuhara at Syed Modi in Lucknow,
coming out of the serious illness. “She felt
really bad, but started analysing more,”
Trupti said.

Crazy about reading books, Malvika
shuns all social media. “Though she knows
the trend that if you aren’t there, you are
not considered popular, she just thinks it’s
a huge waste of time, when there’s so much
else to do,” Trupti says.

For Malvika, the top is what she’s aim-
ing at. “I had to figure out how to not lose at
clutch. Now I'll figure out how to win much
more,” she says.
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20-year-old Araijeet Singh Hundal, the 6ft-plus striker, brings an X-factor to the

Indian team because of his height.

Hockey India

Even a lightweight tournament like this
wasn'’t taken lightly. When India were in Paris,
plotting their path to another Olympic
podium, a group of 21 players were in
Bangalore preparing for the continental
championship. Six of them travelled to Inner
Mongolia. Four of them were attackers, sig-
nalling the area on the field where India could
see the biggest change of personnel in the
build-up to the World Cup and subsequently
the Olympics.

Among the Paris and Tokyo Olympians,
three forwards - Mandeep Singh (29 years
old), Lalit Upadhyay (30) and Gurjant Singh
(29) - will be in their 30s by the time the LA
Games arrive.

Their form was under scanner even
when heading into the Paris Olympics.
Whether they will survive another four
years will be a burning question.

During the Asian Champions Trophy, the
trio was replaced by Araijeet Singh Hundal,
20, Uttam Singh, 21, and 19-year-old Gurjot
Singh, who made his international debut.
Hundal, the six-foot-plus striker who brings
an X-factor because of his height, and
Uttam, the crafty forward from the same
academy as Upadhyay and Paris medallist
Raj Kumar Pal, were again impressive every
time they had the ball. For Gurjot, this was
the first taste of international hockey.

With Sukhjeet Singh and Abhishek now

Malaysian coach
focuses on

mental strength
of junior shuttlers

NITINSHARMA
PANCHKULA, SEPTEMBER 18

“CHERISH THIS loss. It will teach you some-
thing.”

This is what 54-year-old Sankar
Annamalai, a coach at the National Centre of
Excellence (NCE) in Guwahati, told the dou-
bles pairs that exited the Yonex Sunrise 31st
Smt Krishna Khaitan Memorial All India
Junior Ranking Prize Money Tournament.

It was a mixed day for the Malaysian
coach because two pairs also advanced to
the finals at the Tau Devi Lal Sports
Complex.

Mental strength is what junior players
need in abundance, Annamalai believes.

“India’s junior players have started gain-
ing key skills much earlier than before. But
they lack power as compared to Malaysians
and Indonesians. But at the Under-15,
Under-17 and Under-19 levels, mental
strength is most important and building
that is one of our targets,” Annamalai said.

The Badminton Association of India’s
NCE started last year and currently hosts 42
players from across the country training in
Guwabhati.

Korean Park Tae-Sang and Annamalai
are the specialist singles coaches, while
Russian Ivan Sozonov is the doubles coach.
The other coaches there are Sachin Rana,
Saiyam Shukla, Saurabh Sharma and Anand
Tiwari, along with four physios and a team
of strength and conditioning experts.

Annamalai has been part of the
Malaysian junior programme earlier, play-
ing arole during the formative years of for-
mer world champion and multiple Olympic
medallist Soh Wooi Yik, multiple world
doubles medallist Koo Kien Kiat and Tokyo
Olympics medallist Soniaa Cheah.

Malaysian Sankar Annamalai coaches
at the National Centre of Excellence
(NCE) in Guwahati. Kamleshwar Singh

leading the forward line with aplomb, Fulton
might be tempted to begin the transitional
phase by giving the young forwards more
game time ahead of big tests. A luxury he did-
n’t have going into the Paris Olympics as he
had roughly a year to prepare.

The midfield, where India is brimming
with talent, seems stronger than ever with a
deep bench strength. Veteran Manpreet Singh
has said he’ll continue at least till the 2026
Asian Games. Vivek Sagar Prasad is going
through a purple patch. Hardik Singh is
widely seen as the team’s next leader. The
crafty Raj Kumar Pal has done more than
enough to cement his place in the squad, and
the likes of Mohammed Raheel Mouseen
have stepped up as and when called.

The over-reliance on Harmanpreet Singh
for penalty corner goals and creation of
chances through long balls continues to re-
mainared flag. The back-line, overall, remains
iffy and error-prone but the emergence of
Amir Ali as a calm-headed defender will give
Fulton an additional option.

How the coach handles the transition
phase will be critical in determining the future
of this team. Fulton hinted at an infusion of
new faces.“At the moment, we’ve got some
tired guys who need a break,” he said. “We
are looking forward to the future - the World
Cup and beyond. This is the first step. Who
knows? Might be a new-look team.”

China rest Ding but India

AMIT KAMATH
SEPTEMBER 18

INDIA DEFEATED China in the seventh round
of the ongoing Chess Olympiad after Gukesh
defeated Wei Yi on the top board in a battle
that lasted almost six hours and raged on for
80moves. Wei Yi was playing on the top board
because China had prevented a Gukesh vs Ding
Liren clash by resting the reigning world cham-
pion. Gukesh will take on the Chinese world
champion Ding at the world chess champi-
onship in November-December this year.

Gukesh’swin over Wei Yi sealed India’s vic-
tory over China in the open section after the
rest of the three boards — Yangyi Yu vs
Praggnanandha, Arjun Erigaisi vs Bu Xiangzhi
and Wang Yue vs GM Pentala Harikrishna —
saw draws. This has been a tactic of the Chinese
team at the Olympiad: they have mostly won
their matches by a single win with the rest of
the players opting for draws. Meanwhile,
India’s tactics have been completely opposite:
to steamroll oppositions by playing for victory
on every board.

China’s decision to rest Ding was under-
standable: Gukesh has been inimperious form
at the Chess Olympiad, winning four games
before drawing in the sixth round against
Hungary’s Richard Rapport, the man who as-
sisted Ding at the world championship where
he became champion.

Ding, meanwhile, has had alargely forget-
table Chess Olympiad, losing his last game with
white pieces against Vietnam's Le Quang Liem.
He has not managed to win a single game at
the Chess Olympiad so far, drawing four before
losing in the previous round.

Ding has himself admitted that Gukesh
would be the favourite heading into the World
Championship. “I can see my opponent
(Gukesh) playing extremely well in this tour-
nament. Maybe, he is a favourite in the World
Championship Match. He also has a higher rat-
ing than me,” Ding told FIDE. “I have dropped
alotsince lastyear, butIwill fight my best to try
to overcome the rating difference.”

While Ding chose to sit out the clash against
Gukesh, he did make the most of the rest day
on Tuesday by playing football in the special
exhibition game that was set up by the organ-
isers of the Budapest Olympiad.

Chess legend Viswanathan Anand said he
was not surprised by China’s tactics torest Ding
rather than throw him at the deep end with a
battle against the confident Gukesh.

India’s D Gukesh. Fide

"Everybody suspected that it could hap-
pen. For me, it was not clear if he should duck
this one or play. But only he knows how he
feels. After losing with white against Liem, he
must be slightly annoyed. Maybe he just took
the day off. Again, Wei Yi is no slouch by any
measure. They can easily field Wei Yi,” Anand
said on the ChessBase India broadcast.

“If you look at momentum, stats and all,
Gukesh is certainly playing much better. But
think about it this way, Ding is still working
hard. He’s getting through his bad form. I think
Gukesh should be happy with how he’s play-
ing. But he still has a match to play.”

Indian women down Georgia

The Indian women’s team continued their
march towards the gold medal after bringing
down the mighty Georgian team in the sev-
enth round of the Chess Olympiad. The star of
the round for India was international master
Vantika Agrawal, who took down
Grandmaster Bella Khotenashvilli to hand
India the edge. At that stage, there had been
two draws on the board with the Divya
Deshmukh vs Nino Batsiashvili clash and the
Harika Dronavalli vs Nana Dzagnidze game
ending in draws.

Vaishali later defeated Lela Javakhishvili to
secure a comfortable win for India.

Georgia is a traditional chess superpower.
They have nine medals in total (four gold, two
silver, three bronze). But it must be noted that
their most recent Olympiad medal was a sil-
ver in 2022 after losing a close contest to
Ukraine. Their gold medals came in the 1990s,
with the team still led by the legendary Nona
Gaprindashvili. They have had other superstars
in the women’s section like Maia
Chiburdanidze and Nana loseliani.
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A Life In Poetry
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(Marathi musical play with engiish sublitles!120 ming)

\Wri. Datta Patil. Dir. Sachin Shinde
Entry for & pieaes & abowvg, Ticketed Show

Wi 8 0. Manessh Verna.
Eniry for 16 ywas & abov. Ticksted Show

Print Media Partner

& TheIndianEXPRESS

— |QURMALISM OF COURMAGE ——

Ghashiram Kolwal
At T TR M mdng|

Cooparative Socialy
Wi, Wijay Tendulkar
Ewap Fra, ARG RN Ak oerwrial

LA
e
L

September 20-29, 2024

Sat, Sept 21, T:00pm

Traasadi
{Hindi70 mins)

Wi & Dir. Manav Kaul
Late Entry Is Strictly Prohibited.

Enfry for 18 pears & abdve. Tickatad Show

Sun, Sept 28, 7.00pm

Aboriginal Cry

[Mon Verbal/G60 mins)

Ciir. Victor Thoudam
Entry far 16 pears & shave, Ticketad Show
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‘Sat, Sept 21, &:15pm
Mother Muse Quintet
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Entry Froe. Registration Recommanded

Tug, Sept 24, T:00pm
Raghunath

(Aszamese 70 mins}
Wri & Dir. Bidyut Kr Nath
Endry fov 12 yoaws & abovy, Tickeled Show

Fri, Sept 27, 7:00pm
Urmila

(Englsth with few daiects of Kannada, Malayatm, TamBTl ming)

Wri & Dir. Nimmy Raphel
Enfry for 6 years & above. Tickatad Show

LATE ENTRY IS
STRICTLY PROHIBITED
FOR ALL SHOWS

Tickets at Rs.100, 200, 300, 350 & 500

available on book myshow.com &
at the programmes desk, IHC

Log on fo www.habitat world.com
for more details,

Habitat World, India Habitat Centre
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