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10 Kkilled, 2,800 injured as
pager blasts hit Hezbollah

ranian ambassador among those hurt in group’s "biggest security breach yet

Al least 10 people were
Eilled and 2,800 injured,
many seriously, when
handheld pagers used

by Hezbollah members
cxploded on Tuesday in
an incident described

as the group’s “blggest

security breach yet.”

The explosions sparked
withespread panic in the soathem
suburbs of Beirat, as well as
areas in the south of Lebanon,
and in the HBekaa, especially Ali
Al-Nahri and Rayak

Hundreds people were rushed
to hospital for emergency treat-
ment, with medical repors
saving thal some of the mjured
tosi limbs in the explosions

Hezbollah members in Syvmia
were also targeted, according to
syvran media.

Minkster of Health Firas Abacd
said 10 preopde were killed in the
explogions, while another 2,800
were injured, incloding 200
CrITHCAN Casek,

Tram's ambassador o Lelhanoan.,
Majiaba Amani, was among
those Injured when his pager
exploded, Mehr News Agency
repaorted.

[he communication devicoes
exploded while they were in
members” hancls or in thel
pockets, leaving many writhing
om the ground i agony,

Security cameras in shops
and on the streets showed
people mpured while walking.
standing, or sitting. A cameora

i [‘U“HLHL

&n infjured victim an his scooty walts for medical help in Beirut soon after his pager exploded on Tuesday. ©

DECODER

A pager is a
wireless
telecom device

that receives
and displays messages.

in a supermarket captured the
moment a device exploded as a
mean approached a cashier.

The unprecedented security
breach led to chaos. Appeals
were made for blood donations,
and the Health Ministry told
hospitals to ensure emergency
-:||'||:|;I'I|:|.|frlla-. W ]||'|'||:|.I"|-'-||.

Huospitals in the south reached
full capacity, and the njured
were ransferred (o Sidon and
Betrut, Many of those seeking
treatment amived in  civilian
vehicles or on motorcycles.

Hezbaollah tumed to old
wireless  devices, or pagers,
fittecl  with  lithium  batteries
after Israel targeted and kilbed
a number of its leaders and
members by hacking el
phones and cameras connected

1o the intertiet
Hezhaollah said that “it is ad

the highest level of readiness o
cefend Lebanon and (s stead-
fasd people” It promised 1o
retaliate after blaming Israel for
detonating pagers.

The 17S sabd it was not aware in
aclvance and had no involvemeni
in mass explosions of pagers

*Relnted reports -
= Dpinlien; Ray Hanunia
& Ramzy Barowd
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The Voice of a Changing Region

GLOBAL RELIEF

Burning
oil tanker
lowed to
safetyin
Red Sea

Sased Al-Batat] - '

A burning tanker in the Red Sea
carrying almost a million harrels
of oll has been  successfully
moved Lo a safe location withoud
lcaking, the EU naval mission
sadil, ralsing hopes o r|_-|'||1:-i:r|;:
an environmental disaster in the
shipping artery

I'he Greek-flngped odl tanker has
been ahandoned and buming in
the Red Sea since lte August wlen
the Houtlas atlacked o several
timees over clammes that ships oomaed
by the Sounion parent compkayy
visitedd Israel ports,

Wim  Zwijnenburg of the
Humanitaran Lrsarmament
Progect at the Duilch peace
oFganization PAX said that satel-
lite images showed the buarning
siup and warships escorting 1l
sailing near the coast of Eritrea.

Rince November, the Howthis
feve selzed a commercial ship,
sudil  two, and burmed  several
ohers while [aunching hundreds
of ballistic missiles, drones and
drone hoats at ships in shipping
lanes off Yemen In a campaign
that the Yemeni militia claims is
mmfended to pot pressure on =l
orenacd Ets war in the Gacea Strip
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AGRO BOOST

A workshop in Madinah focused
on the use of Al to revolutionize
agriculture, cutting costs and
boosting efficiency, P4

- JAKARTA CENTER
Prasident Joko Widodo

apened the Tndonesia Islamibc
Financia Cenler in Jakarta,
dedicated to strengthening the
couniry's Shariah coonomy. P8

- UK COMPANIES

UK-based companics are set o
expand their operations m Sauda
Arabia as both countries oye
Esposting tradke parinership, P13

HEALTHY HABIT

Nouf Al-Marwaai honored for promoting yoga in RSA

Expresses gratitude to Saudi government for support, encourages youngsters to practice discipline

Baleh Fareed =0

st proundbreaking

ARMarvwani saic her ik

Inddiz’s Vice Preswient Jagdeep
Dhankhar has honored Noof
Al-Marwaal, president of the
saucdi Yoga Commilttee, in
recognition of her contribution
to viogsa in Saudi Arabda,

The cercmony was held in
New Delhi as part of the second
Nieswsls SheShakti Sumnit.

The =ummit [Etured an
inspinng hnedp of paoneers
from diverse fields — politics,
selence, arts, husiness, st

ancl entertainment — who ==

journeys and insights on empow-
erment resilience,
ship, reflecting the unstoppahle
maoimeniiwm of wWonen.
Al-Marwaal, Saudi Arahtas fies
certified
and the recipeent in 2008
of Indias fourth-highest
civilian award, the Padma
shri, todd Arabh News:
“T am o] and

huimbled 1o

was alfecied by severe
health challenges at the age
of 18 and doctors told her
parents that berchances

ol survival were slim.

and leader-

it ranciod

have boen recognized as a Sauds
woman, amd 1 am thankfol for
the recogmition of efforis in
proarcding vogst in the
Sauch Arabga.”

Al-Marwaai, whose interes
in yopa began when her life
was clouded by severe health
problems, shared her jpourney on
a SheShakti 2024 panel.

she sald her life was affected
by severe health challenges al
the age of 18 and doctors fold
her parcnis that her chances of
survival were slim.

“Later, | started practicing
voga  after getting a  book
from my father. It was nod
casy to [ollow. That year, in
1998, doctors told my parents
that T won't live anymore,”

Al-Marvwaai said. Al-Marwaai
expressedd her gratitude and
appreciation fto the  Saudi
povernment for its efforts and
support in promoting yvoga and
ENCOUrAEIng voung people (o
praciice the discipline,
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Madbouly and we discussed ways to support
THE PICTURES THAT MARK THE DAY

the private sector and develop mutual |
mvestment opporiuniies i oour countries, $L 1
Khadid Al=Falih I I1-

Fuizisl] Peeirat rrian b e i hi ( .
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sanc Minastry of Colture’s Jeddah
Historic District Program has com-
pleted over 22 mallon safe working
howirs 1n the histonc distrct with-
out any work-related incidents,
imcheding 5.5 million hours in the
restoration of historic hukldings,

Saanddl Pross Agemcy reporied,

Dhahran

National Day

Joun the Ithra Center in cel-
ehrating Saudi National Day at
the Children’s Oasis through
an experience filled with
surprises lrom Sept, 20-23,
Visit the lthra app for more
information.

Revieww

Crust Corner

SULAFA ALKHIUINAIZE

Crust Comer is a hl:l'n:l-zngmn
among Riyadh's gastronomical
axpariences. From filling salads
to nourishing julces, this local

joint ks worth a try.
Who sald healthy food should
Jeddah andi Arabia’s Deputy Minister Rivadh on Tuesday. Minisiry stated on X be boring? Colorful salads are
Art “'ﬂl‘l'iﬂhﬂll for International Mulnibateral In a separate meeting on the same During the meetings, all sides Crust Cormer's spacialty while

Artest Ranla will hosl a codor-
pournng workshop for children
on Sept. 20, Register throwgh
waperade sa on Instagyam.

Riyadh
Concert

Singer Fayva Younan will be
pertorming at the Vocally
Theatre Sept. 19-21, Visit rivadh,
platinumlist.ret lor tekets and
other details,

Allia

AdTadrs Abdulrabiman Al-Rassg
received Ukraine's Ambassador
io the kinpdom Anatolii Petrenko in

clay, Al-Rassi met with Ambassador of
El Salvador to the Kingdom Ricardo
Emesto Cucalon Levy, the Foreign

dlkscussed refations between thedr
coatntres and developments of
COATMEON CONCETT.

I l / (] 1"‘ ‘mTl"CI]dil’lg Tolays hof tapics explained by Afshan Aziz

BOOKED AND

Rihanna

BUSY

‘ALL GOOD HERE

OceanGaleinvestigation

The US Coast Guand has dis-
Closed new details absout the
implosion of the Titan sub-
meersihle, including the final
texl message send before the disaster,

Diring i hearing on Sepd. 16, the Coast
Gueard presented an animation Hlostrat-
inge the events keading up to the tragedy,
which occurmed during a dive Lo the
[itanic wreck site in June 20023,

Hush, and Pakistani businessman
Shahzada Dawood and his son Suleman
were among the five on board who died
im the disaster

The investigation into the submers-
thle's implosion will examine *me-
chanecal considerations, az well as
compliance with regulations and crew
member qualifications.” according to
the Coast Gaeard.,

s stor desh, Mexican chicken,

has the perfect balance of
savory flavors of chicken and the
creanmy chipothe dressing. Tha
texture plays a big role, beinging
ourt thes oreaminess of the
avocadso, the crunchy lettuce,
and the toasted grilled com.
Tha Greek salad [s also
bursting with autheniic
flavors. The cool salad s a
mix of romains lettuce, salty
feta cheaasa, addictive charry

tomatoes, cucumber, and tangy
kalamata ollves. The dish (s then

Rihanna made a stunning According to Associated Press, the Tony Nissen, OceanGate's former toppad off with baked za'atar

appearance ina white animation revealecd that the Titan re- engineering cirector, told the hearing pita and served with a lamany

pechdy caat siyled like spofided “All good here™ to querbes foim that he fedt “100 percent” rushed @0 start Greek dressing

2 dressing gown al the the support ship Polar PFimoce about the operations, and revealed concerms aboul Crust Comer's herbed chicken
faunch of her Fenty Hair collection at submersibie’s status. the submersible’s hull, particularly afier bowel, which is served with fluffy

Selfridees in London.

The S6-vear-old singer and business-
worman turmed hesads in the plunging,
off-the-shoulder coat, which she ac-
centuated with a matching belt fixed at

The submersible bost contact after this
exchange, and the Polar Prince sent re-
peated messapes asking I the sabmers-
e could still see the ship on its display,

ODeanizate co-founder Stockion

it was struck by highining in 2018,
MNissen climed he was fired in 2018
FOr relisng Lo approve an |.‘;r.||r'||j-
tiom to the Titanie due to safety
comeerns absout the hull, which

white or brown rlce, steamead
broocod and carrots, is a perfect
light meal for those on the go
The chicken s grilled with a
mixture of herbs and spices,

Uhie wanist, Doeantate To satisfy the sweet tooth, the
Music festival Her long, dark hair was stvled in el- later at- acal bowl is a great aternative to

crant waves, and she acoessorized with tributed to ice cream. Acal, the purple berries
Enjoy a limeup of international pye-catching drop earrings. LK I.L’L'II ) issues with the of the South American palm tree,
and bocal s, art, amd culiture Hihanna appeared in high spiriis surpport ship, is offered in two differant flavors

ai the electronde muske fesiival g e waved 1o crowyds oaelside the e abso criticlzed grancia and paanut butter,
AZIMUTH lrom Sep, 19-21. Visit London stome Rush, describing him as Each dessert has a topping of
expeniencealula.com for tickets The Barbadian singer's fans remain difficult to work with, and fx- frash fruits such as strawberry,
and more details. cager for new music, ated on cost and scheduling issucs. bluabserry and banana

Arab Mews J=ddoh

music by Lehanese singer Johnny
Aoaind, who will perform twice a

singing a number of hit songs and
fakdng the audience omn a jourmeey

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

1ieRegion

® The Petra Music Festivil in wieels al Gia La Cucina d'Amaore, of emotions. For tiekets and olher Bapt 18 Fajf  Bumrise  Dhhr Ast  Maghreb lsia
Thve Midhelbe Fast Rovnelup Jordan is a mve expericnce one Monot, Beimt, Lebanon, Helkdev-  details, visit calendar.bh., Madchah 487 BO8 1296 241 B3 r53
can attend with friends and fam-  ery Thursday and Saturday, from
ily. It will be held at the Culture 9 pume to midndght unti] Dec. 21, & The Duhai ITS World Con- Madinah 4:51 &08 1217 44 B4 To4
™ R 1 ! | - w - - 1 = ] ' 1 - ] | | —_l ! ' | q
% |JI.|::.L! : I.III||: .]’-| 1r.|_. ."|.|.||.LI-:1.|._!-’L-' Maore detalls on lebtivity.com. ETEsS [.|||:I:| :-:_;:-l.u e uniil Sr g, 20 Riyadh 499 5.0 h4n 348 EES T
ira City, on Fricay, Sept. 20, For al Duihan Warld Trade Centime
mane detalls visit cabendar,jo #® Heloved Exppptian musec icon and focuses on the febare of A bh:a =ad Sl k205 328 12 a2
Angham will perform at Exhibi- transporiation. For more details, e &0 EAE . 303 £ 43 + 13

@ Erpoy Takian [ood and hive tion Wiorld Bahrain on Sepd. 20, check dwilc.com.



The potentlal for a major environmental
disaster [s slgnificant as the vesse]
could break apart at any time.
dulben dredssat]

Fropran chiectorn, dmeanpaace MEMNA
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THE MIDDLE EAST, BETTER EXPLAINED

o

The Greek-=flagged oll tanker MV Sounion was struck by Houthi misslies near Yermen's Red Soa coast on Aug. 21, before militants boarded the vessel on Aug. 28 ond detonated eaplosives, causing fires on board. AF P/Ansonidiah Media Center

Nadla Al-Faour Dol

An EU-led operation (o
salvage a stricken oll
tanker, which has been
burning in the Red Sea
For almost a month after
coming under attack by
Yemen's Iran-backed
Houthi militha, reached
an Important milestone
on Monday, potentially
staving off one of the worst
ecological disasters in
history.

The Greek-flagged oil tanker MV
Sounion was attacked by Houthi
militants on Aug. 2l off the coast
of Hodeidah, Carrying 150,000
tonmes of crude odl, the tanker
wiis lefl severely damaged and al
risk of spalling = cargo into one
of the world's most fragile marine
eOnSYEieIns.

On Sept. M, the salvage
mission, led by the EU%
Opeeration  Aspides, fnally zot
underway after repeated delays.
O Monday, it isswed a stitement
via the social media platform X
announcing the ship had beoen
mvirvedd,

The Sounion “has been success-
Fully towed 1o a safe area without
any ol spill” the EU mission sand,
"While private stakeholders
complete the salvase operation,
Aspides will continue to monitor
the situation.”

Undil the vessel has been safely
dipcked and unloaded, however,
the environmental amnd commer-
cial threat posed by a major spill
remains.

The initial attack on the Sounion
imvolved missiles launched by
Houthl militaniz, which struck
the vessel as it navigated through
one of the busiest shipping lanes
in the worldh Socon after, the
muilitants returned and detonated

explosive charges, setling parts ol
the ship ablaze,
The attack 1= part of a broader

Houthi campaien (o disrupt
elobal shipping as a show of
sodiddarity with Palestinians armid
the ongoing war in Gaza. The
Houthis have targeted more than
2 vessels in the Red Sea sinee
Cictober 2023, klling at least four
satilors,

In response to the attacks, the
1S andd UK have mounted strikes
against Houthl targets in Yemen.
However, these stnkes have
failed to deter the militia’s attacks
on shippinge.

The Sounion attack presents
a  multifeceted The
immediate concemn is the possi-
bulity of a catastrophic oi spall,
potentially four times worse than
the 19859 Exxon Valdez disaster in
Alaska, which spilled 1 million
gallons of crude oil and devas-
tated the local ecosystem,

The Hed Seas marine  life,
inchading  its renowned  coral
recls, 15 especally vulnerable,
and a spill could have lasting
consequences, affecting species
anel habdtats for many decades to
COime,

Juliecns  Jreissatl, Greenpeace’s
Middle East and North Africa
program  director, warmed that

CIIsIS,

MV SOUNION

Another Red Sea time bomb

Operation to salvage stricken oil tanker attacked by Houthis progresses amid threat of an ecological disaster

the Red Sea’s unique ooral
species, soane of the most resil-
ienit to climate change, are under
threat.

Should a spill cocur, its “magni-
tde coild be neardy impossille
to contain, spreading contamina-
tion across vast areas of scawater
and coastlines.” Ireissatl said in a
statenent.

The long-term  impact  on
marine life would be “devastating,
with ol residues  potentially
persisting in the envimonment
for vears or even decades.” he
said, adding that the "potential
for a major environmenial
disaster i signiflcant as the
vessed could break apart al
any e

The cronomic amd
humanitarian  impact
witld be equally severe.
The Bed Sea is also a vital
global shipping route,
connecting Europe, Asia,
and Africa, A majpor oll
spiill would disrupt this
passage, affecting global
iradc.

Furthermore, a  spill
coukd contaminate desalina-
tion plants that supply resh
wiaker o milions m Saudi
Arabia, Yemen, and Eritrea.

The EUs Aspades navad

INNUMBERS

19

Tonnes of crude oll aboard the
Greak-flageed MV Soumnlon.

80

Vessals targeted by the Houthil
militia since Oct. 7, 2023,
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than the 1988

_ Exxon Valdez
-I disaster, far
L. AFF

mission, established in February
io protect merchant vessels o
the region, is leading the rescuc
operation, working closely with
private sector actors,

Early in the operation, the crew
of 23 Filipanos and fwo Russians,
alomg with four private security
personinel, were rescued by
a French vessel and taken to
Diihoast].

Aspides initially attempted to
ow the vessel, it the mission
was paused due o unsale condi-
frons amndd concerns aboul further
damage to the tanker. It was nol
until mid-September that salvage
crews  were able o secure a
conmecibon Lo tow the vessel.

The tanker, still smoldering

- and billowing smoke, had to be

movied at a “painfully slow" pace
to a safe location in the northern
HFed Sea.

Greek news  asencies
reported over the weekend
that the rescue vessel,
Algaion  Pelagos,  was
rt‘h towing the Soumon,

escorted by the rescue
tug  Panormitis — and
syl Mrigates
equipped with
firefighiing and oil spill
recovery capahilities.

The destination of

the vesgel remains undisclosed,
and both ships' radars have been
turned off for safety reasons,

While the T7S Navy has offered
assistance, the opembon s
currently being managed by
private entities, with no direct
mvolvement  from American
forces,

Sabrina  Singh. the depoaty
spohesperson for the US Depart
ment of Defense, confirmed
earlier this month that the US
Navy is “standing by™ but has nod
b called o action.

The Howthi mlitla has jusil-
fieed its attacks on international
stupping as part of s resestance
to Israeli actions in Gaza, claiming
that the Sounion belongs o a
company with alleged tes 1o
Tsraed,

However, the militia has also
attacked multiple vessels with no
thes fo Israel.

Houthi  spokesperson Yahyva
Saree vowed further attacks as the
anniversary of the Oct. 7 Hamas-
bedd attack that triggered the Gaza
war approaches, signaling that
the threat to Red Sea shipping s
far fromm over.

The Sounion crisis echoes the
near catastrophe of the FS0 Safer,
another oll tanker that posed an
ehmnoaes  environmental thread
m the Red Sea. The decaying
vessel was anchored off the coast
of Yermen for vears with maore than
1 milliom barrels of oil on board.

After months of intermational
negotiations and funding efforts,
the Safer was finally umboaced
i 20X under a UN-led effort,
narrowly avodding what could
have been one of the worst odl
gpifls In  history., The Safer's
precarions  concitbon amd e
drawn-out  efforts o secure
it dlustrated the difficulty of
managing such crises m conflict
e,
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Tha Madinah Dates Season features auctions of harvests from more than 29,000 farms, showcasing a range of date varleties. S5P4

Arab Mews Ryadh

The use of artificial
intelligence 1o
revolutionize agriculture,
cutling costs and
improving efficiency, has
heen highlighted at a
workshop held as part of
the Madinah Dates Scason.

The workshop, held ai the
Madinah Chamber ol Commerce,
brought together Prince Mugrin
hin Abdulaziz University faculty,
researchers, and Al enthusiasts
to discuss the future of farming,

Al tools designed to monitor
crop health, detect early signs
of disease, and offer insighis for
treatment  were showcased at

TECH INNOVATION

Madinah workshop
explores Al'srole in
farms of the future

Experts tackle crop health, pest control, sustainability

the workshop, the Saudi Press
Amency reported on Tuesday.

Devices predicling pest activity
were also presented, enabling
farmers to implement targeted
control strategies, reducing crop
losses and chemical use,

Expeeris explored the role of
atlvanced electronic systems in
revolutionizing Saudi  agricul-
ture, enhancing sustainability,
aldressing  challenges, and
boosting local production,

As part of this vear's Madinah
Drates Season, the workshop also
raised awareness of date palm
varites, nutntional value, and
apricultural practices.

A dates hackathon, to utilize
Al In agriculiure and resource

management, will ran wnti] Ot

FASTFACTS

$390m

In 2023, Saudi date exports
mocreased by 14 percent,
reaching SR1.462 billion
(2390 million) in 119
countries, up from

SR1.280 billion in 2022,

6.5m

Madinah, with 6.5 million palm
trees and an annual production
of 263,000 tonnes, is central
to Saudl Arabla's food security
goals and Vislon 2030.

3, with 233 teams of innovators,
programmers, and  students
laking part.

The event's first track focusecs
on creating data sets to improve
date cultivation and quality,
alming for sustainable agricul-
tural development through Al
svstems that enhance efficiency
and cul costs, The second track
addresses challenges such  as
wiler use, pest management,
and crop monitoring, promoting
smart svstems for imigation and
aubormated processes.

Entries will be judged by Al
experts on data quality, diversity,
and innovation, with awards for
the top three teams in each track.
The prize pood s SEEO0,00H0
(S240,0000

LANGUAGE SKILLS

Saudiuniversities join Ring Salman
academy for Arabic language lest

Habahl Akhamimar 5 5ach

The hing Salman Global
Academy for Amabic Lanpuage,
in collaboration with seoveral
Saidi  universities, condwcted
the Hamza Arabic language
proficiency test for non-native
speakers on Tuesday.

The academy aims (o enhance
the global status of  Arabic,
promote 1= use, and support
the goals of the Human Capacity
Development Program.

The Hamza test, 4 Compaiter-
iz exam, assesses non-native
speakers i four language skills:
listening, reading, writing, and
speaking. It lasts 155 minutes,

consists of 75 questions, and
follows the Commaon European
Framework of HReference for
Languages, targeitmg learmners
and teachers of Arabic at univer-
sitics and educational centers,
Mona Al-Shayqgi, an Arabic
language supervisor at  the
Madinah Education Depart-
ment, said that learning another
language is vital for students,
as Il opens doors o different
cultures, and enhances critical
and creative thinking by
comparing lhinguage structures,
Language skills signibicantly
boost job prospects, both locally
and globally, with multilingual
individuals excelling in scientific

HIGHLIGH'T

Participating universities
include Umm Al-Qura
University, lslamic University
of Madinah, King Abdulaziz
Univeraity, King Faisal
University, Talf Univeraity,
Qassim University,

and Prince Sattam bin
Abdulaziz University,

fhebds and understanding special-
feed terminology, she apdded,

Mahmowd Abdulrahman, head
of the language proofreading
department at the Egvplian
newspaper Al-Youm Al-Sabea,

qaid Arabic stands out as one of

the worlds richest languages,
and is kmown for its adaptability
across eras. He highlighted the
importance of learning different
languages (0 EXpress a range
of emotions and engage in
meaningful conversations with
peapde from other culiures.

Bilingual individuals are betler
equipped for critical and creative
thinking. he added.

Abdulrahman said that incor-
porating language learning into
dally activities, like reading
stories or watching movies, is
an effective method to deepen
understanding and  maintain
inkerest.

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Economic growth

hSA localizes
rose cultivation to
boost agriculture

Sanch Arabia has anmvounced
the localization of mose
criliyvation (o meel rnsing
local demand, create jobs,
and reduce rellance on costly,
lovwer-guality impsorts,

The mitiative also aims (o
boost exports to Gulf and
Middle Eastern markets,
sutpporting agriculniral growth
in line with Vision 20080,

The Ministry of
Enviromment, Water and
Agriculiure unveiled incentives
to strengilen the secior,
offering hnandcial returns
to enhance rose producers’
econombc standing,

Rev incentives mclode Lhe
sucoess of tissue colbure mse
cultivation, which lowers
production costs while
pramating growth.

The mbmi=ry allers allorcable
agricultural lind, mvestment
opportunites everaging the
comparative advantages of
roses, and beans covering 70
percent of project costs from
the Agriculiural Developosennt
Funil SPA Riyadh

Astronomy

Partial eclipse
visible early
Wednesday in KSA

A partial lunar eclipse was
visthle from Earth early
Wedmnesday morning. starting
before sunrise in Saudi Arabia,

Festhilaly Astronomy Soclety
ciirector Majed Abu Zahra
noted that the eclipse was seen
across Europe, Asia, Africa,
both Americas, and the Pacific,
Adlantée and Indian oceans, the
Arctc andd Anlarciica,

The eclipse lasted from 5:12
a.m. to G:15 pom. Saundi time and
was the only lunar eclipse in
Saudi Arabia for 20024,

A Zahra explained that
the full moon entered Earth's
shadow, moving From west
for et 11 peaked al 5044 a.m.,
with 39 percent of the moon’s
strTace covered. The moon
appeared reddish or orange
el the horfzon
charing sunrise,

The moon was al perigee
during the eclipse, making it
appear 6.5 percent larger than
sl making it the second
supermoon of 2024 and
colnciding with the harvest
man. SPA Riyadh
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SEDRA community Risk assessmont

New design Course bids to
contest lannched enhance hiking
for architects safety at reserve

ROSHN Growp, in
collaboration with the Public
Investment Fund, aunched
the MUTSAHAMA Design
Competition, Reglstrathon s
oeny bkl Sept. 340,

The competition will
slect designs for facilities
within the SEDHA housing
developrsent propect,
pramating local talent and
alipning with Vision 20040,

Participanis will design
amenities for the SEDRA
Pedestrian Spine, including
a mosque, neighborhood
convenicnce center, early
ecducation center, and park.

Entries will he judged on
local material use, design,
functiomality, urban response,
and sustainability.

Diesigns will be develboped
over 14 weeks, with winmers
announced in February 20325,

The top prize for the
dbesign firms track is
SR OO0 [SEOG, 00,
with SR300.000 for second
place amnd SRE00000 for
third place. SPA Riyadh

The Imsam Abdludaziz bin
Mohammed Roval Beserve
Development Authority, in
collaboration with the Saods
Chirabsing and Hiking Federation,
heas o @ tweo-day hiking

=k assessment course at Ring
Ehalid Koval Keserve,

Some 25 participanis,
including tourkst guides,
hiking enthusiasts and local
community members, sttended
the event o ofvtakn skills in
identifving hazards faced by
ot door sports practitioners,

The course covered risk
analyvsis, avolding common
hillng mistakes, and
salely simtegies, inchading
eMmeTgency risk management,

A ey component was a five
step risk assessmeni process:
tdentifying bazatls, assessing
who might be at risk, evaluating
hazard levels, controlling and
mitigating rishs, and applving
these skills in simulations
of cliverse termains. The
course aims to cnhance skills
in toarism activities at roval

reseryves. SPA Riyadh

’ Follow Arab Nows Briefs alf through the day @ArabNews
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Kitties in the
Kingdom

Horayra Community’s 'l Million Cats
campaign wants to ensure no cat naps hungry

the culture of compassion for  Herayra
i N animals, and rescue them from  Sommunity’s
A Sauwdl cat Food homelessness” mﬂ:;r;h
company, Insplred by The initiative brings together o0 o stray
Islam’s directives on experts, cat lovers and rescuecrs  cats beings
treating animals with love  across the Ringdom. togethar
and kindness, is helping They launched the *1 Million = **Perts, cat
to take care of strays and Cats™ campaign recently to foed """"ﬂ"
those abandoned this number of cats across the  gopoas the
in the Kingdom. Eingdom by distributing free Kingdom.

lood to rescuers amd pet stores. AN phatogs)
The Horayra company s The company has offered Supplied

named after Abu Huraira, a
close companion of Prophet
Muhammad  Abua Haraira,
which means “Father of the
kitten,” was given his nickname
due to his affection for a kKitten.
When tending to pooples
sheep he wonld carmy the kitten
with him, playing with it during
the day and placing it in a tree

SRA000 (51,332) o someone
who has the best story abouwt
feeding a cat.

By sharing videos with the
campaign® hashtag on social
meddia, the community contrib-
ules to o lirger story of collec-
bve effort amd compassion,
Al-Sohimi explained.

speaking abouwt the compa-

The company also donates
cal food for strayve with every
purchase of a Horavra progiuct,
which 15 certified by the Sawds
Food and Drug Authority, and is

Rivadh rescued a cat with a
severe] Gall. “She took the cat in,
cared for it, and nursed it back 1o
health, Unable to keep it, she pat
the cat wp for adoption,” he said.

HIGHLIGHTS

@ Horayra Community
launched the 1 Million Cats'

s to feed
the largest
number of

ey cals,
promoie the

culture of
Ccomprassion

for animals,
and rescue
them from
% homelessness.
| Saud Al-Sohimi

HeranTs Ermrd e

At the end of the vear, the
Horayra Community intends to
honor the people who contrib-
uted to the campaign.

“The Horayvra Community's

at night for safety. This reflects  nyvs products, he added that it is  available in Qatar and Ruwait. A Filiping man, living in campaign recantly to feed members are increasing every
the values of compassion and  made “from natural ingredients, They also manufacture special — Rivadh adopted the cat, and took  this number of cats across cay. It Is a shining example of the
lowve for animals that is al the  ensuring thear health and care” bags for stray cats which are it with him (o the Philippines, E“ﬁ“m by distributing compassion amnd kindness of the
heart of the company'’s Horayra distributed to supervisors In "There, the once-stray cat's m:pﬁt gtt;-Ein““ Saudi people toward animals.
Commumnity. the Horavra Community for life transformed completely. It ' “Their cfforts have signif-

Saud Al-Sohimi, owner delivery to rescuers across the  became a cherished pet, eventi- g 1ha brand donates cat food cantly improved the Lves of
of the brand, told Arab Fingclom. ally had kittens, and hved a g5 strays with every purchase  5Iry cafs acioss the Kingdom,
News: “The goal 15 o hHeflecting on the public’s  happy life filled with love and  of a Horayra product, which fostering 4 healthier environ-
feed the largest number love for cats, Al-Schimi care, known as Milo to [is new s certified by the Saudi Food ment for both humans  and
of mesdy cats,  promote recalled how a woman in family” sakd Al-Sohimi. and Drug Authority. animaks™ Al-Sohimi said.

BIBLIOPHILES UNITE

Rivadh International Book Fair promises celebration of literature

draly News Jacdclah

varions felds and enjoy a wide
range of activities and events

FASTFACTS

Hterary, cultural, and entertain-
ment activities aimed at igniting

Saudi Arabias Literature, within the diverse cultural the spark of curiosity in the
Publishing amnd  Transkation program, featuring prominent e The Riyadh International VERINE generation,

Commimission is gearing up for the ciltural figures [roan Sauddi | Book Fair is set to take place By championing local authors,
2024 Rivadh International Book Arabia and beyond, from Sept. 26 to Oet. SatKing  providing a platform for self:
Fair, which is set to take place “This makes the 2024 editiona  Saud University. published works, and offering

from Sept. 26 to Oct. 5 at King truly inspiring culiural journey, - = a diverse range of cultural

Sand University in Rivadh, building on the successes of ® The rich cultural and activities, the fair reflects the
With ahout 2,000 local, Arab previous edithons.” ST Phay OF (U9 SIS Eingdom's efforts 0 nurure

. = e 2 e guest of honor Qatar will be on i :

and international  publishing This year's [hir boasts a display through a dedicated creativity and promote literary

houses and agencies from more dedicated business zone, with pavilion featuring rare innovation,

than 30 countries adorning SO0 participation  from  literaryY  manuscripts and publications. The fair's diverse cultural and

booths, this year's [air promises AEENC's  managing  authors’ itellectual activities are to be

to be a celebration of hiterature, works and contracts, and hosted in parinership wath the

Thi Riyadh Interfationi] Book Falr will hedt wiiters, thinkars,

knowledege, and creativity. with printing presses offering Cultural Channel.
The fair will host writers,  andintellectuals from Saudi Arabia and beyoend, Fis pholos services to publishers. Addition- The PTET AN includes
thinkers, and intellectuals ally, there will be govern- dialogue sessions, workshops,

Froim Sawdi Arabia and bevond,

Frovin Qatar's Mindstry of Culture.

unwaverng suppor [or cultural

ment and Onancial mstitution

poelry evenimgs, and concerts

making it a pivotal bterary Leading literary and arlistic  endeavors in Saudi Arabaa, booths related to the publishing and  artistic  performances
platform in the region. luminaries, alongside  key He told Arab News: "The fair  business sector. F - designed to enrich the cultural

atar will be the guest of honor  organizations from Qatar’s  offers visitors a unigue intel- The zone will host special = sector, foster knowledge and
at the falr, The rich cultural and  cultural landscape, will feature  lectual and cultural experience, sesstons and workshops on promote reading a8 a way of
intellectual legacy of the country  at the evenl. incorporating the latest technol-  topics such as entrepreneur- life, while contributing to the
will be on display through a Mobhammed Hasan Alwan, ogies and digital solutions.  ship, licensing amd copyright. sustainability of the cultural
dedicated pavilion featuringrare the CEQ of the commission,  Attendees CATl discover The fair will also leature a andl  imtellectual  renaissance

manuscrpls and  publications

said that the fir illustrated the

thousands of new releases acrss

children’s area brimming with

underway in Sawdi society.
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WEST'S HYPOCRISY
Israel
Josters hate,
says Arab
League chief

Goteran Moharmmed 500

The secretary-general of the
Arab  League, Ahmed Aboul
Glwdl, condermned the “iolerance
exhubated by majoer powers and
the Westerm world toward the
continuation of the Gaza war for
an entire vear™ and warned that
it will “exact a significant toll on
regonal stability”

His commonts came during a

meeting with Tor Wenmnesland,
the TN special coordinator for
the Meddke: East peace process,
Their talks foeused on  the
cvolving situation in the Gaza
Stnp ancd the West Banlks, as well as
the risks Israel's war on Gaza pose
i regional stahility, particularly
in light of lsraeli calls for escals-
tion of the coqlict with Hezbollah
alonyg the Lebanon front.

Aboul Ghett wamed that

SPEEDREAD

Aboul Gheit and Weannasland
agroed that though efforts
to address the Gara
humanktardan crisls will

be crucial, they must be
complemented by a political
path that directly addresses
the core issue of the
angoing lsrasll ocoupation
of Palestinian territories.

the “hatred fostered by Israel
through is massacres  under-
mmines any prospects Jor oompne-
hensive peace in the futare and
threatens to destabalize the peace
frmework that has prevathed n
the region for over four decades.”

Wennesland offered his
perspsective on efforts to preserve
the framework for a two-state
sofution, including the estab-
lishment of an  independent

Falestindan state, The Arab
League chief emphasized ihe
el for contineed  pobitical
engagement across all platforms,
prartbeular]y within the UN amd [is
Security Council, to wptold and
maintain the vision for two states

He said: “Expanding the recog:
nitkon of the Palestindan state 1= a
pivotal gep in this endeavor, as i
facilitates negob@abions Between
the two states on an egquil foeoting.”

F

Palestinians on Tuesday in front of the UN relief agency UNRWA's headquarters in Beirut wave their national flags during a protest against lsracl attacks, &°

BERINKMANSHIP

[srael claims it thwarted Hezbollah
operation to Kill security ofhcial

LIS envoy warns Tel Aviv of ‘dangers of escalating tensions in Lebanon

Najia Houssarl Haioat

Three peaple were Killed

and two others injured
during an Israell rald on
two houses In the border
town of Blida, Lebanon,
on Tuesday.

Hescue  workers  werme soen
searching through debris In
footage shared by activisis on
s Al miedia.

The Isracli miltary reported
“tarpeting a Hezbollah cell in the
town of Blida, resulting in the
b=zt by of thirees members”

Thee intensity of violent hostili-
ties between Hezbollah and
the Isracli army cscalated after

reports. from  Prime  Minister
Bemjamin - Netanvahu's  office
imdicating  that  the securily

Cabinet approved a decision
o expamd the war in Lebanon,
“with the am of allowing Israels

seftlers in the north o return 0
thedr homes”

This escalation came a day
alter  Israch Delense  Minster
Yoay Gallant meet with US presi-
denfial envoy Amos Hochstedn,
who delbvered a message from
the TS warning of the “dangers
of escalating lenslons in Lebanon
andd the necessily of contiuning the
comflict toavoid a full-scale war”

But CGallant told Hochsiein that
“the only viable path to ensure
the retum of the residents of the
north is through a military opera-
tiom against Hezbollah,”

Netanyvahusolfee said he made
It clear to Hochstem during thear
meeting "firmly and decisively
that our residents cannot be
returned without a fundamental
|.'|:'|.'|||4:|* in the secu 1Y SEEagion
in the north, and Israel appreci-
ates amd respects the support
el The Undted States, Bt will cko
what is necessary Lo maintain its

security and facilitate the safe
return of residents of the north
fo thedr harmes”

This escalation coincided with
the Ismech military's announoe-
ment reganding what it termed
the “foiling of a Hezbollah attempt
i assasginate a high ranking

FASTFACT

Philippe Lazzarini, head of the
UN agency UNRWA, said: “'We
should always be ready for the
worst, although we are hopeful
that the worst wan't happen.

seourity figure using an explosive
deviee,” but it did not specify the
location or date of the incident.
The announcement saklk “We
witmed the targeted individual
before  the exploston.  The
shin Bet uncovered the explo-
sivie deviee linked o a remole

activation mochanism, which
incleded a camera and a mobile
phone mtended for activation by
Hezhallah from Lebanon™

It added: “Securily assess-
ments  indicate  that  ceriain
glements within Hezbollah were
also invodved in the preparations
redated o the Tel Aviv opera-
ton in Seplember 2023, and thal
Hezibollah continues 1o escalate
tenshons in the regon, leading i
toward peribous siiwations.”

Media reporis in Beinot quoled a
souree close to Hezhollah, saying
that “any Israell military  Eand
||q:|-|'|'.|1i||r| in '-.-e:-|_.|rh.-!'|1'| El.e'lm||||||.
will ol be a myere promenade ancd
will cost heavily”

The source added: "Israchis
know that there are many ohsia-
cles facing any lamd operation
Nevertheless, Hezbaollzh is ready
for any scenarto and will deal
with any had option.”

The ball s in Isracls court,

the source said, “as it continues
its viodations of the Lebhanese

alrspace and s occupation of

the Kfarchouba Hills and the
Shehaa Farms.”

Hezhollah increased the inten
sity of iis operations againsi
Isracll military ouiposis o
the pasd 24 hours, on Tuesdyy
largeting “Israch soldiers in the
Rarantina Hill” according to lis
rdlbcial statemenis

Om Monday night and Tuesday
maming i also tarpeted "a
pathering of soliers in the
Al-Abad site with a  swiced
massibe” i addition (o “huodldings
wsed by the enemys soldiers in
the Manam settbement.”

The militant group also lit
“geveril [araell wehicles i the
Ramivah ouipost with a gubded
missile” Al thetime a support force
entered the area, it was targeded by
Hezbollah *with artillery missiles,
causing conhirmeed his"

SOLIDARITY

Russian,
Lgyplian
ministers
stress need
lo establish
Palestinian
stale

Gabean Monamed

The foreign minisiers of Egvpl
and Russia reiterated the neces-
sity of establishing a Palestinkan
slale on the epntre Palestinian
territory, with East Jerusalem as
its capdtal,

Thy also agresd on e need
for an immediale ceasefire n
the Gaza Strip and unconditional
humanitarian aid access.

Badr Abdelatiy, who was in
Eloscray an ."|.‘[||r|-ej|:|'_l.'. andd ST
Lavrow exchanged views on the
Israch aggression agamst the
gecupded Palestinian territorics
in the Gaza Strip and the Wesl
Bank

I'he two men held an expanded
consttltation sesston, followed by
i e press oon e femnee,

Abdelatty emphasized  the
need for bilateral cooperation
varicus felds, especially in the
sectors of energy, food security,

BAChGROUND

Tha two men held an expanded
consultation session, followed
by a joint press conference.

ponarism, transport and logdistics,
"which contribaate 1o adbvanmcing
ccononic  and trade relations
between the two countries .
egpecially with Egypts accession
i the BRICS membership.”

The two minisiers discussed
the developments of mporiant
projects  being  implemented,
most notably the Dabaa nockear
power plant and the Russian
mndusirial zone in the Swex Canal
Eoconomic Lo,

Abdelatty  amd  Lavrow
foapched an the situations in Svra,
Sudlan amd Libwa, in addition to
the necd o achiove security in
the Hed Sea and ensure freedom
of maritime navig

alsn

ifion in this
vital region of the workd

He emphasized the mipor-
tance of Somali sovercignty over
its termitories. and condemned
any action that undermines its
unity.

Begarding the Grand Ethio-
plan Remaissance Dam, Abdelatty
emphasized  the
of Egvpls waler =ecunty and
the necd to reach o bhinding
lezal agreement on flling and
operating the dam, and rejecting
any unilateral measures,

The dam is on the Blue Nie
iributary in the northern Ethiopia
highbands, vom where 85 percent
o the Nike's waters ow,

HRIJRD iance
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A majority of Gazans
believe Hamas" decision
to lannch the Oct. 7
attack on Israel was

Incorrect, according to

a poll published on
Tuesday pointing to a

hig drop In backing for
the assault that prompied
Isracl’s devastating

Grava offensive.

The pall, conduwcted in eady
seplember by the Palestinian
Center for Policy amd Survey
Hesearch, found that 57 percent
af people surveyed In the Gazs
Strip sald the decision to launch
the affensive was incorrect, while
34 percent sald it was correct,

It marked the first e sinee
Oct, 7 that a PSR poll found a
majority of Gazan responcdents
judging the decigion as incorrect.

It was accompanied by a drop
in support for the attack in the
West Hank, though a majonty of
4 peroent of respondents there
still thought it was the correct
g esion, the poll found.

PSH's previous poll, conducted
in June, showed that 57 percent
of respondents in Gaza thought
the decision Lo b correct,

[sraed launched s assault after
the unprecedented Hamas raid
which killed 1L2W) people and
resulted in another 250 being
abducted, according 1w Israels
Lallies,

PSR osaid it surveyved 1200
peopale face-to-Tace, 7090 of them
i the Wiesd Bank and $10 in Gaza,
with a A5 peroent margin of ermor,

PSR polls smoe the Oct. 7
attack have consistently shown a
majority of respondents in bodh
Craza il the West Bank to beleve
thiz attack was a cosrer! decision,
with support generally greater in
the West Bank than Gaza.

More tham $1. 000 Polastinknng
have bean killed by the lsrasl

rilitary offeanalse that has lnid
waste to the Gara Strip sinoe
kast Oatober.

PSR salel the poll released on
Tuwesday marked the first tme
since Ot 7. that its Aindings had
showm  simnliancously in the
Woest Bank and Gaza a significant

PLIGHT

Poll: 57% of Gazans think Oct. 7 was incorrect

1,200 Palestinians polled face-to-face, 790 in West Bank, 410 in Gaza, with a 3.5 percent margin of error

drop in the favorability of the
attack and n expectations that
Hamas will win the current war
Owerall, the pol found a
muajority of 54 percent of respon-
chemyis in Gaza and the West Bank
thougsht U decision Was cormect,
In August, the Isracl military
gccused Hamas of mounting an
effort to fal=ify the results of PSR

polls to falsely show support
for Hamas amd Ot 7, though
the military sapl there was no
evidenice of PSR cooperating with
Hameas.

PSR said W had taken the allega-
thon seroushy and investigated it
PaR said on Touesday its analvsis of
the datn did not flag any inconsis
tencies that would artse when data

Is arbitrarily allens=d, amwd thai a
res ey ol guaality controd measires
“convinced us that no data manip-
ubatiom took place.”

Support for Oct. 7 did naot neces-
sarlly mean support for Hamas
or Kilings or alrocities against
civilians, PSH said, adding thal
“almast B0 percent of the public
helieves Hamas men did not

commil the atrocities depicied in
videos taken on Lhat day”

The poll showed a drop in the
number of respondents in Gaza
whi said they support Hamas (o
a0 percent from 38 percent. Bud
the movemen! remaned mon:
popailar than Fatah, led by Presi-
chent Mahmouwd Abbas, in both in
Craza and the West Bank.

Iran releases
Austrian citizen
from prison
before end of
sentence

Rauters Dol

Iran has granted an early release
from prison to Austrian cilizen
Christian  Weber, who was
convicted of offenses that orisi-
mally included spying,. Austrian
Chancellor Rarl Mehammer said
on Tuesday.

“I am very pleased that
the Forelgn  Mimstry and
thet cmbassy i Tehran have
siicceeded in securing the carly
release of Christian Weber from
Tranlan custosdy,”  Neblammer
salil on social media platlorm X,

“The Austrian embassy's team
in Tehrin s now working harl
te ensure that he can leavie the

couniry as quickly as possible
and can be reunlted with his
[amily i Austria,” he acdded

Austria and Iran have both said
little publicly about the case,
which Yienna disclosed in late
20022,

At the time, Iran was under-
going some of the biggest anti-
;"_-::-'. I'I'|II!II'|I| II_IE'|:IL'IIH"i|IiI:|1III'I!'i 114
its modern story  [ollowing
the death in custody of Mahsa
Amini, a Ruourdish woman
arrested for allegedly violating
clPess codes

Ausfni =ail then that the
charges against its cilizen were
ol related 1o the Amind case.

In February, Ausira’s foreign

Iran's Mizan news agency sald Webar was detalned for erlmes committed in
Wirst Arerbaljwn and freed In consldemtion of Islamic mercy. &0 05 ey

FASTFACT

The Austrian Embassy's team
in Tehran is now working hard
to ansura that he can leave
the country as quickly as
possible and can be reunited
witth his Pamily in Austria.

mimisier sail a  conviction
against Weber for spyving had
been overturned on appeal and
that hiz sentence for unspeci-
fhedl vt Fadd
halved.

The Austrian Forelgn Mindstry
s on Tuesday that “admin-

isirative steps" still need to be

EFEFLIE s IIt'I:':IL

completed with the Trandan
authorities,

The Imnmian judiciary’s Mizan
news agency said Weber had
been  detained for  crimes
committed  in Irans Wesi
Azerbaijan provinoe and freed in
consideration of 1slamic mercy.

He was hamded over io
Ausirias ambassadaor (o dFTaAnge
hues exiat, the agency sad,

Mizan did not spectfy the crime
for which Weber was jailed
Calls to the Ausirian Embassy
bBelore regular office hours went
lfanswensd

Iran’s judiciary  was nod
immediately availalble faar
COmmet

HUMANM RIGHTS ISSUE

German media
demand access o
war-torn Gaza

BT i pHE] medla  oufleEs
on Tuesday called on Israel to
grant them access to war-tofm
Craga, charging that the “almeosd
connplete exclusion of mterna-
tional media .. is unprecedented
in recent history”

“After almost a vear of war, we call
o the Esraell gosvernment: albow us
b enter the Giea Stp,” a group ol
newspapers, agencics and broad
casters wrote inan open letier.

They also urged Egvpd to permil
them entry to the widely devas
tated Palestinian termitory via the
Kafah border crossing in the south
al the Gaza Sirip,

The media orgamizalions wrole
that "anyone who makes indepen
dent reporting on this war impos
gible iz damaging their own
credibility

“Aniyone
from working m the Gaza Sirip is
creating the conditions for hwman
righits o be violated,”

1L i

who produbals s

The open letier was addressed
ta [sraeli Prime Minister Benjamin
'.'l.'l'l.:|:|].:|||u anel EEvpian FPresi-
dent Abddel Fattah El-Sisi and had
heen delivered on Monday, they
sanil,

sigmatones incloded editors and
reporters from Der Spicped, Die
Weli, public broadcasters ARD

‘Anyone who prohibits
us from working in the
Gaea Strip is creating the
conditions for human
rights to be vielated.

Yo know the risk. Wi
are prepared to take it
Grant ns access to Gaza,’

and £0F and the German Jourmal-
ksts Association.

They said they have decades of
expertence in conflict reporting
amd wrole “We know the risk
We are prepared to take it. Grand
us access to the Gaza Strip. Let us
work, in the mterest of everyvone,”
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Sheany Yasuke Lal Jakarta

President Joko Widodo
opened on Tuesday

the Indonesia Islamic
Financial Center, a new
special area in Jakarta

dedicated to strengthening
Lthe country’s Shariah
economy and helping local
Industries tap into the
global halal market.

Indonesia is the world's largest
Muslim-majority  counitry, with
abotil 87 percent of s 270 million
popuilation  professing  Islam,
Its povernment has lately been
working to further develop the
local halal industry to kamess the
potential of the domestic marked.

“Indonesia has a huge chance,
a potental to become a glohal
ludal by, the center of the ghohal
hadal ecosyslem. as long as we
strengthen our Shariah economy
ecoosystem,” Widodo sakd during

STRENGTHENING ECONOMY

Indonesia launches nationa
[slamic finance center to
boost local halal industries

[Indonesia ranked 3rd in 2023 Global Islamic Economy
Indicator, behind Saudi Arabia and Malaysia

President Joko Widodo dellvers a speech during the cpening ceremony
af the Indaneain latamic Financial Center in Jakorta on Tuesday, =upnied

the opening ceremony,
"Indonesia’s Sharnah  banks,
an important part of the Sharah
eCOnomy  ecosyslem,  mast
conbmue to grow with modem
management, must be compoeti-
tive {and) professional to reach
the potential markets we have —
ol 236 millkon Muslim popaks-
tion — while also growing to
become the standard of Sharah
banking in Indonesia, in the

ASEAN reglon, and in the world™
The MFC comprises Incomne-
sids higzest Islamic hank, Bank
syariah Indonesia, and Danarcksa,
a state-owmed holding company.
The center will serve as a
platform for the developrment of
local Indusiries — fom Muslim
Fashibon to halal tourism and Tood,
“IThe center] will support
all aspects so we don't lose our
potential to other regions or

HIGHLIGHT

Ceanter to serve as platform
to develop local industries,
from Muslim fashion to
halal tourism and food,

countries,.” Widodo said.

BSIls tower at [IFC — the
ponstruction of which is 1o be
completed next year — will be
A "center for business amd halal
ecosvstem  literacy” the bank’s
direcior Hery Gunardi sakd.

“We are ready 1o develop ancd

acoeberide the nation's goal ol

brcoming a sustainable glohal
hub and establishing an [slamic
erosvsiem,”

Indonesia was ranked third in
thee 2023 Global Islamic Economy
Indicatonr, which TEASLITES
the strength of the Islamic
POOGNOMmY 1 75 countries, It was
placed just behind Malaysia and
sawdi Arabia.
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Nature Aerial view taken on Tuesday shows the flooded town of Uttendort, Austria.
High winds and unusually heavy minfall have hit swaths of Austna, the Czech Republic,

-

Hungary, Poland, Romania and Slovakia since Friday.
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WORK IN PROGHRESS

Bangladesh
opposilion
partyrallies
to demand
anew
election

AP Cihaka

Thowsands of activists and leaders
of the opposition Bangladesh
Mationalist Party on Tuesday rallied
in the naton's capital to demand a
democratic transition through an
election as an interim government
las vl (o outline a time freme for
ey voling

The supporters gathered in fromt
of BNP headguarters in Dhaka,
where  they  chanied slogans
demanding a new ebection,

The inlerim government headed
by MNobwel laoreate Mubhammeaed
Yunus has rolled out a number of
plns to reforin varous seclors

of the country, from the Election
Commission o imnancial nstiu-
tions. But major polibcal partes —
including the BMI®, which is headed
by former Prime Minister Khaleda
Za — wiant the new election
SOIMEAINEE S0,

Younus took the heln after
former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina led the country amid a
mass uprising last month, ending
a 15vear spell in power. The
protests began in July and Later
morphed Into an  antl-govern-
menl movement. Hasing has been
living 1m Inedia since,

In his recent specches, Yunus
hasn't outhined a tme fmme for a

piey fational election and sald they
wentld stay in power as long as the
people want them to stay. A team
of newspaper ediors recently said
that Yumus should complete crucial
reforms first and stay i power for
at least two yvears.

The BNF initially demamnded an
election m three months, but later
sabd it wants to allow the mierm
povernment some tine for reforms
to be umdertaken. The country’s
main  Isbaryist  Jamaat-e-I=lami
party, which was once oflicially an
aliance partner under Zia’s party,
also wants (o give the Yunus-led
Eovernment more time before an
elesction is comducted,

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Energy infrastructure
Germany (o

provide winter
aid for Ukraine

Germany will provide 100 mil-
Hiom euros (R0 million) fn aid
to help Ukraine throagh the
coffnE winter as il weathers
Hussian attacks on s energy
infrastructure, the Foreign
Minisiry sand Tuesday.
Moscow has pounded
Ukraine's energy netwaork
throughout the two-and-a-
hall vear war, destroving
swaths of the country’s
infrastructure and cansing
severe power shortages andd
hlackouts, Hussian forces
have recently shifted their
focus from shelling energy
distribution networks to
Larpeling energy production
facilities, which are much
more costly and take years (o
repair or rebuild. AFP

Women empowerment

EU chiefl
unveils her
new team

Earopsean Union chief Ursula
vion der Leyen pul women in

many of the top roles on her
new team for her next hve-
viear benere at the head of the
bloc on Tuesday, despite the
reluctance of many EU mem-
ber states to give in to her
diernand for gender parity.
Von der Leyven put only
twi imen in her top echelon
with Tour women as vice
presidents, including Kaja
Hallas as [foreign policy chief.
ERallas was already agreed on
by povernment leaders. The
appointments of the Com-
mission team — which veers
o the right alter the Tune
elections saw a surge of far-
right parties — still have to be
confirmed. AP

The Days
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN ORF ON THE PLANE

‘Britain’s Birds’

ROE HUSE. ROEERT ETILL, ANDY SWASH, HUAGH HARROE, AND CAVID TIPLING

A bestsalling guide since It
was first published, Britain's
Birds has quickly
estabished itself as

ST wRps
—F-.-....i..-l"

the go-to photographic |

and usar-friandly book

of its kind. Acclaimead by
hirdwatchers of

!I!_ all kinds, from the

7| beginner to the most

identifioation guide sxperenced the

to the birds of Great guacke has now been
Britain and kreland—the thoroughly revised and
maat comprahansive, updated to makea it even
up-to-date, practical battar than bafore.
Conservation efforts IHegal harvest

Sea turtles Peruvian police
reiurnon seize .3 tonnes
Cyprus beaches of shark fins
Profected Green and Log- Peruvian authorities said
gerhead turtles are making a Monday they had se1zed about
hig comeback on the beaches L3 US tonnes of illegally har-

of two British military bases

in Cyprus, with the number

o hests surpsesing kast year'’s
recort count by neardy 25
percent, enyironmaentalists said
on Tuesday.

There were 382 seq turtle
nests recorded this year om all
sandy beaches inside the hases
— O myore than last year's
count, Bases Envirommental and
Poslice Officer Alexia Perdiou
saidl a decades-long commit-
ment by base authorites to
safesnard nests i paving off. AP

viested shark fins, a delicacy in
sOmee Aslan countries that has

placed the predatory creatures
al grave risk.,

The discovery was made at
the warehouse of an export
company' from where they
were to have been shipped,
without the necessary license,
i Asia, the Sumat customs
agency sald on X. According (o
the Pew Environment Grotip,
between 63 million and 273
million sharks are killed every
veuir. AFP

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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What to watch for in last weeks of US election campaign

fter months of political
campaigning, the Us is now
into the final countdown

to the 20024 election, For
rdeservers of This ebeciion —
which has major implica-
Hons for American and global poditics

— there are a few ey events and actors 1o
wilch over the next few wecks

Election day is Mov. 5, bat carly voling 1s
already starting in some states. The presi-
dency, the House of Representatives and aboud
a third of Semate sesi= wAll all b coplested,

[n mamy states, volers will also make choices
ahonet state- and local-level positsons.

For the presidential race, most of the
traditionally important events are already
over, The Republican and Democratic
parties have held their primary elections
and cawcuses to choose thelr candidates

Another traditionally important evend
in presicdential campaigns is a debate
between candidates — or, typically,
several dehates. This vear saw some
changes in recent norms, as President
Tos= Blden and Former President Daonald

=&
While Americans
might noi
have another
opporiunity to

¢ Harrls and

Trump go head-
to-head, both

candidates will
hold many rallies

AT B A

Ml T BT

Trump bypassed the Commission on
Presidential Debates and negotiated their
own terms for a debate on CNN.

That June 27 debate fundamentally
changed the 2024 election, Blden's perfor-
mance was widely seen as poor, amplifving
concerns aboat his age and mental aculty.
As Trump gained a chear bead im polls alter
the debate, concerned Democrals began
to demand a change. Eventually, Biden
ended his candidacy and endorsed Yice
Preskdent Ramala Harris. The Democrati
Party rapacly united behind her, making
her the official canchdate at the convention
in Augusi.

Om Sepd. 10, Trump and Harmis partici-
pated in a televised debate on ABC News,
Afterward, Trump said he would not
debate Harris again, thoogh he misht
change his mind, and Harrls has expressed
[rterest in another debate, Meanwhile, vice
presidential candidates LI Vance (Repub-
lican) and Tim Walz (Democratic) anc
scheduled to debate on Ot 1 on CBS Mews,

While Americans might not have another
ppporunity to see Harrs amd Ta TTRETE

5
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g0 head-to-head, both candicdates will
hold many campaign rallies and events,
especially in the battleground states that
will determine who wins.

There are =il several wesks lefi before
Lthe election concludes, leaving room for
unexpected events. There 15 a tradition
mus ||-:_'||ili-|':-. ol speculating aboul an
“Uctober surprise” — a last-minuie news
event that is unexpected or planned
by an opponent that could change the
election™s outcomse,

Throughout the rest of Seplember and
Oictober, podlsters wiall regquently release
new data. This close to the election, polling
can provide nseful insights. However,
ohservers should focus on polling in the
Eattleground states that will determine
the elections outcome, rather than on
national polling. Poll results in Pennsyl-
vanila, lor example, are far more releviant
than nationwide surveys. Also, polling can
help to explain that a race is very tght but,
in a close race, polling may not be useful
for predicting the winher; for exampde,
some polling in several hattheground states

i 50 close that the results fall within the
survey s margin of crror.

As Americans and many people around
the warld anxioushy wail to see wha wins,
e Feality is that the result might be
unclear as Nov, 6 dawns, Some previous
clections took days or even weeks (ol
Live final vode tallies to be completed and
for courts to setthe disputes. Trump, who
argues that he won the 2020 election, has
invested significant campaign resources
i preparing to challenge votes that
lavar Harms.

Trump's msistence that he won the
[ast clection also means that many of his
gupporters would not accept a Harris
victory, Also, when Trump won in 2016,
his apponents accepted his win buat, in
a very different political environmeni
in 2024, they might be bess willing o do
wir i Lhe outcome bs close and contested,
Crbservers of US politics are naturally
focused on the weeks leading up to Noy. 5,
batt the weeks immediately following the
election will also e crucial to the future

of 115 poditics and policy,

9
Many Americans
oppose the
Conuniry’s
continued
support of Israel’s
wenocide in Gaza
more than they
oppose Tramp

Democrats to blame if voters shun Harris over Gaza

ill Stein, the Green Farty candi-
date For this vear's US presiden-
tial election, wis cheered by hun-
dreds of attendees at the annual
convention of the American Arah
Anti-IHscrimination Committee
in Dearborn, Michigan, last weelk — a sign
thit Demsocrals have a serious problem
when it comes defeating Donald Tramp
o Now, 5.

Having covered American clections for half
a cenifury, [ know they are unpredictabde.
Podls can only tedl vou which way the wind
is blowing at any given moment and cannot
predict who will win, Any issue can surface af
e bast mimuie o infuence an ebection

Al the American Arab Ant-Dascrimd-
nation Commities convention, [ hstened
as several Arab Amenicans who had
been hired by the Biden administration
explained why they quit over America's
support ol Israel™ Gaza war. Thev sand
they were repeatedly told that "Arab
vioters™ would come back to Harris and the
Dremocrats because their only other oplion

was a candidate who wants to “kick all
Mushines™ out of the country,

I woutld be a huge mistake fos
Democrats to take Lhe support of Arabs
and Muslims for granted. But it is not just
the votes of Arabs and Muslims that are
heinge taken for pranted, it i8 the votes of all
Americans who have a consclence and who
hedieve that the principies of the rule of
Law and the truth really matter.

Many Americans oppose the country's
continued support of Israel's genocide
in Gaza — the US is providing ballions of
dodiars in funds and weapons, which are
heine nsed to kill thousands of civilian
wiotien and children every week — maore
than they oppose a Republican candidate
whio is loose with his rhetoric,

Harris has been overly cautious about
what she says on the lsraeli assaul
of Gaza. She has emphasized that she
stpports Istacls right to exist, called
Hamas a terrorist organization and
expressed emmpathy for the Tamidlies of those

“kalked by Hamas™ She has also expressed

HAY HAMNANIA
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empathy for the Palestinians kilked, but
always avoids pointing a similarly harsh
linaer of bkame at the Eovertimeent of [srael
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanvahu,

That doubde standard of blaming Hamas
for the massacre of more than 1,000
sraelis on Oct. 7 bt failing to blame [srael
for the massacre of more than #0000
Palestinians 1s the crux of Hams' faduare on
this issue.

The Demecrats can tell voters who oppose
the ongoing laraeli penocide that not voting
for Harns will result ina potental election
boost for Trumgp all they want. Bast wihat
they cannod say 18 that voting for Stein's
principled views on Now, 5 18 immoral,

For any voler wilh a moral consclendce,
the issue is not about the candidate they
viote for winning the election. It is about
standing up for what is right. It is about
bBeing true to America's principdes, which
meject critninal behavior whether it 1s an
the strects of Chicago or Gaea.

It ix about telling Democrats that Amseri
cans are willing to pul their morabty above

political expediency. It is about principled
vaters telling Democrats that they can no
lianger B Laken I||-1'5.'_|'.1|:|I|'||.

If the Deemocrats’ fatlure to spealks oul
against Isracl's atrocities results in Trump
heating Hamis, it will be because tens of
thoasands of women and children have
beenn massacred by a forsipn power using US
weaponry and funcing. That 1s not the fault
of the Arabs, Muslims and other voters who
took o stand and refused to vote for Harris,

Harris still has timee, bt the clock is
tickimg. She must clearly outline a policy thai
puts all lives, regardless of race or religion,
absove political expediency. She minst mot
anly relierate her call for o censefire and
asseriion that she supports the Bwo-state
solution, but al=o go further: blame
Metanvahu for the unjustified massacre of
thoesands of Palestinkan civilians and vow to
el America’s Nunding and arming of Israel,

Lintal she chises, the chodce 10 the US presi-
dential election 1= an casy one, True leader-
ship requires toughness and the making of
clafficult decisions,
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The real goal of Israel’s military campaign in Gaza

ever inits history of war
and military occupa-

tion has Israel been so
incapable of developing

a coherent plan for jis
future and the Ffuture of its
victims, While Tel Aviv continues to carry
out a genacidal war against the Palestin-

lans In Gaza, it seems 1o have no idea what
b el bevond simply destroyving the Strip

The Americans, however, are nol
convinced that destroying Hamas, fully
demilitarizing Gaza, taking control of the
Gaza-Egypt border, shutting down UNRWA
and “de-radicalizing” the besieged Pales-
tinian population 1= the nght approach.

Netanyahu himsell must have long
Erown this. But sgill his exhausted army
keops moving [rom one phase to the next,
declaring “tactical victories" withoat

andl its people, achieving a single strategic
Even Defense Minister ii eoal in Gaza.

Yoav Gallant has indicated Ever more deslusional

on muliiple occasions that Evyer more plans, pertaining to both

Isracl has no postwar plan delusional plan: the Gaza Strip and the West

inm Gzaza. “Since October, ini IJII ‘hl Bank, continuwe to be leaked

I have been ralzsing this per g o tor the media,

i==ue consistently in the Gaza Strip and The: lirst magor leak was a

the Cabinet and have the West Bank, taped recording of a speech

received no response,” contin by the extremist Anance

Gallant said in May. letobe minister in Netanyvahu's
Others suggest that leaked wothe media 5000, Besalel smotrich.

Metanyvahu and his far-rnght "I'm telling yvou, it's mega-

eovernment mighit have a plan buat,
according o US Sen. Chris Murphy, there is
“no waorkable plan”™ and, according 1o Vox,
it "5 no plan at all” This s inconsistent with
the wishes of the U'S administration

True, both Israel and the 1S are in full
agreement regarding the war itzelf. Even

after Washington finally began shifting
its position from wanting the war to
continue to asking Netanyahu to conclude
his bloady task, American weapons have
continued 1o How at the same rate,

dramatic. Such changes change a gsystem's
DMNA” Smratrich told a group of Jewish
Isracli settlers in June, according (o The
New York Times, The minister's "carefully
orchestrated program® hinges on transfer-
ring the authority of the West Bank from
the occupation army (o a group of civillans
under his leadership, The goal is 1o sefze
more Palestinian land, expand the illegal
settlements and prevent any possible
continuity of a viabde Palestinian siate,

In [act, the plan is already underway. In
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Mayv, Isracl appointed Hillel Roth, a close
ally of Smotrich, as the deputy in the West
Hank Civil Administraticon.

The plan for Gaa s another episode
of crwelty, and it is also delusional. Tt was
revealed this month in an arlicle by the
editor of the Israeli newspaper Haaretz.
Aluf Benn wrote that Netanyahw's plan
alzo consists of the hiring of an Israeli
“povernor of Gaza,” Lt. Col. Elad Goren,
who became head of the
humanitarian-civilian effort
iy the Strip in August.

.-.-_ » Ii-_.

work simply because the Palestinians
would not leave and Exzypt rejected the
insinuation that ethnically cleansing
Grazans was ah option. Additdonally, the
teital depopulation of northern Gaza also
did not work, partly because Israel was
massacring civilians in both the north and
the south at comparable rates,

Israels new plans will not succeed in
achieving what the original plans Lailed
bor oy, samyply becanse
lsrae] continues o fece
the same obstacles the

L‘.?inf..a mmﬁhnﬁm of Almost every Isracli stcadfflﬁFncas of the
1@:1.1:.1, ml:'ludmg starva- s heme seems (o Palestinian people. |
tion and military pressure, However, much can still
Netanyahu wants to drive involve lﬂl“llg‘ b learmed from the nature
the popalation of northem Palestinians in large — of the Israeli schemes —
'l]a:_aa to the south in prepa- Illllﬂllﬂ'ﬂ'!i-‘tﬂl"l"]llg' mainly the fact I:I'::_ﬂ_laimr]
ﬂmrtg.iiiﬂ;lfand ‘I:rr:lllt.;lg]rﬁ:ﬂrlg 1 or sy by people Eﬁbﬁnm;m
back Jewrish setilers them en masse This conclusion is nod

These ane not the only
plans that have been leaked or, at times,
openly communicated by Israeli offkcials
Al the start of the war, ideas like ethnically
chransing the Gaza population into Sinai
were advocated by Isracll officials and
were also the main topic of discussion on
Izraell evening news progrims,

Soine Isracll oMclals spoke of fally
occupving Gaza, while Heritage Minister
Amichai Elivahu floated the dea of
dropping a nuclear bomb.

The plan of evacuating Gaza did mod

omly gleaned through
statements by top Istaeli officials,
including President Isaac Herzog,
who sajd that “an entire nation out
there ... s responsible” Almost every
Isracli scheme seems to involve killing
Palestinians in large numbers, starving
them ar displacing them en masse. This
means that the Isracli war has always
been a war against the Palestinian
people. The Palestinians themsclves
know it. Should the rest of the world
nid also know it by now?

n the British psyche, the short
distance that separates the UK from
Europe between Dover and Calais,
40,2 km to be: precise, symbolizes
that the two are completely separate
worlds. For those who supported

Brexit, the two should never again be

joined together.

This mentality of “splendid isolation,”
which contributed to the misconceived

which in their atter vears were particu-
larly chaotic, directionkess and dismuptive,
especially with regard 1o relations with
Europe, This state of alfairs was dictated by
the meost ant-Exropean factons within the
party and the right-wing British media.
Labour’s recent election manifesto
wiks clear that Brexit was nol going to be
reversed, Instead, the new prime minister
has embarked on a salvage operation to

idea of lcaving the EU s repair the badly damaged
an event that still has not i relations between the UK
revieabed a single one of :.. aned the rest of the contl-
thes rewards promised by The first stepping nent, much of it concerning
its promoders — has left slasipe ﬁ-‘illll“‘-'ﬁ the bruses the Europeans
the newly elected Labour bublding tl are sHll nursing from the
government the challenging = Brexil negotiations.

task of repairing relations trust that was However, as in many
with jﬁl_}srhn:nlj-:::iatr uti:_!:h- badly damaged nm:;WUcyﬁmg. L;jl:-nur
bsors. Or, as the curmen : lhl!'lll"l!'t['l“l was too cautious in the
government calls 11, “reset- h} ll'i-.g run-up io July's general
ling refations with Europe”™ povernmon election and was at pains

For this to succeed, the
frst stepping stome requires rebuoilding
the trust that was badly damaged by the
preceding Conservitive governments,
Omnly then can they get down (o the nitiy-
gritty of issues such as security, trade and
immdgration, where the interests of both
Europe and the UR inlertwine.

Prime Minister Reir Starmer and his
Cabinet colleagues are under no illusions
about the legacy left to them after 14
vears af successive Tory administrations,
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Lo avoid straying too far
from Tory policy by promising that it
wotlld not reapply for full EU member-
ship, nor attermpt to return to the single
miarket, the customs union or the reedom
of movement arrangements. This has left
Hitle roam for any guick returmn to the kind
of relations with Europe that the struggling
British economy and society need in the
wake of the Brexat debacle.

This is especially unfortunaie because the
British public now consistently expresses,
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Starmer has tough job resetting relations with Europe

| andd in b nuembers, that it regrets leaving

the EL and beleves the UK is worse off
&5 & resalt, With that in mind, Starmer
embarked on his st visit abmad to Berdin
and followed this with talks in Paris

And a new povernment in the UK that 1s
i responsible for Brexit is an oppartunity o
move forward, What the UR and the EL have in
cormmon i lerms of values and mlerests i= Gar
greater than what separates theme Ina world of
mcreasing global mstabdlity, it

German counterpart Olal’ Scholz were
quick to agree on prioritizng a new defense
treaty and improving economic relations,
in addition to close cooperation on foreign
podicy. Their joint summary of the talks also
emphasized o wide range of other areas for
close collaboration, including srowing their
respective economibes, law enforcement,
tackling irregular migration and, no less
important, closer people-to-people activi-
ties. Considering that the

is imperative that the EU and ’:.F. UK now has several similar
the TR mend fences, agreements with France

A question that is impeos- Whai the UK and after constructive meetings
zihle to answer right now, the EU have in were also held with Presi-
even lor the Britlsh prime dent Emmanuel Macron, the
tminister and his Cablne COMMON INErms | o mepairing the
ministers, who probably do ol values and accumubation of damaging
not wish to even contem- interests is far events that began with the
pdate it, is showold there be 3 g‘l"l!"ﬂll!"l‘lh.ﬂll what Brexit referendum of 2006
eramd plan to start the long seems to have got ol (o a
march toward reentering separates them gond start, although this is

the EU, especially if Labour
stays in power for two or even three terms?
r is it a case of plugeing the many holes
created by Brexit and allowing relations to
evolve info some kind of entente cordiake and
seeing where that tales UR-EU relations?
O small step forward was outlined by
Business and Trade Secretary Jonathan
Revnelds, who suggested what he calls
“practical” and "sensibic™ measures to
improve trade relations.
In Berlin, the primee mimister and his
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The technology of the batteries and the
powertrain in an electric vehicle is basically
one of the most durable systems that you have.

Jullia Palla

Foaveda E, ves pragickent of setanabiity
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This yoar's event |s expeoted to reshape the Kingdom's mobllity landscape as |t aigns with Saudl| Vislon 2030, a plan to diversify the economy and promote sustainabdlity. AN photbo

Miguel Hadohlity,
Hajar Algusayer Hiyon

The EV Anto Show,

held at the Rivadh
International Convention
and Exhibition Center,
has gathered Industry
experts Lo discuss the
Miture of eleciric vehicles
in Saudi Arabhia and the
broader Middle East.

This years event, running from
Sept. 17 to 19, is expected to
reshape the Kingdom's mobility
landscape as it aligns with Saudi
Vision 20040, a plan to diver-
gify the economy and promaote
sustainability,

The three-day gathering
has drawn key stakeholders,
including automakers, charging
splutbon  providers, and policy-
makers, all keen (o share insights
on the transformation of the
regional EY market.

Battery EVs

Eaining traction

Heiko Seitz, pariner and the
Aobal eMobhility Leader, PwC,
was one of several panelists at
the event who highlighted the
Evorable conditions for EV

adoption.
“In %audi Arabia, the Middle
Easlt, we have more [avop-

able temperatures for battery
electricity than we do up there
in the Nordics in Europe,” said
ez,

He underscored that thesc
climate advantages and techno-
logical advancements are key
factors driving the region®s shill
to electric mohility,

Seltz elahorated on the market
dynamics, saving: “We have
more orf less approached oost
parity, which basically means,
in simple terms, it is now almost
equally affordable to drive an EV
with the comparable car models
coampared toan miermal comibas-
tion car in Saudi. In the UAE, the
car prices are slizhily lower, so
they have already passed the
tpping point.”

seitz expected prices to drop
further as more models and
brands enter the market, leading
to greater EV adoption across the
Middle East.

He predicied a dramatic shift
in the composition of the global
car market over the next decade,
sAYINg “Seven yvears [rom now,
the mix in the world available
will be that 30 percenl of all
vehuckes will be battery electnic,
50 lots of change there, and that
will change the cost profile in the
Ringdom and the Middle East in

general”

A greener uture
Henewable energy is also plaving
a critical role in the Kingdom's
EV strategy. “There (2 more
and more renewable energy,
especially solar cnergy, coming
into the mix here in Sandi
Arabia,” said Seitz,

MOBILITY LANDSCAPE

Industry leaders predict a promising
future for EVs in Saudi Arabia

Experts highlight favorable conditions for adoption of electric vehicles

He ecxpresscd optimism that
the country's efforts to integrate
solar power would advance the
greening of its mobility seclor,

“This is one of the countries in
the Middle East where its safe
o say mohility will nol only be
electnfied, it wall also be green
in the future,” he added.

seity also shared impressive
forecasts for EV sales in Saudi
Arabia, predicting that by 2000,
64 percent ol all new cars sold in
the Kingdom will be fully battery
electric, driven by local and
international brands eager to
compete in the region's rapadly
erowing market.

Challenges and
opportunities
The pane]l discussion also
highlichted EYV production

progress within Saundi Arabia
Franager

Dswalde  Doranies,

FASTFACTS

® Hosted at the Riyadh
intematicnal Convention
and Exhibition Center, this
three-day event aligne with
Saud| Arabia's Viskon 2030.

® The show also serves as
a platform for knowledge
exchange focusing on
advancements in battery
technology, charging
infrastructure, and
regulatory developments.

of automotive at the National
Industrial Development Center,
emphasized the ETOWINE
presence of manulacturers in the
Ringrlom,

"“We  already have some
manufacturers in Saudi making
multiple manufacturing

schemes like CRD (completely

An Industry
expert speaks
at the event
in Riyadh an
TuRclay, A4
phota

knocked dowm) and SKD (semi-
bnocked down)  commercial
vehicles and commercial tmecks

for medium and  heavy-duty
purposes,” Dorantes said.

He  highlighted  various
prrvertiument and private seclor
inffiatives to  develop  local
talent and support the broader
EY  ecosysiem, underdining
that programs like the National
Auloamaotive and Velicie
Academy or Nava are playving a
key role in this strategy.

However, scale remains a
critical challenge in attracting
supplicrs. *When we look at the
development of the ecosystem,
the frst priority 15 going 1o
b= mcale, How can we justly
bringing in one suppher i
we don't have enough scale?
Dorantes asked.

He emphasized the iopsor-
tance of government support in
overcoming this barmmer, adding
“It doesn't matter if you can bring
the most reliabde technodogy i
vyl re nod competitive enough.

“This is something we look at
from multiple perspectives, and
that's why the governament needs
to support i in the beginning™

Technological
advancements
i the techmical side, Julia Palle,
vice president of sustainability
at Formula E. spoke about the
durability and efficicncy of EV
powerirains.

“The techmology of the

batterics and the powertrain in
an electric vehicle 18 basically
ce of the most durable systems
that you have,” Palle sabd, acdding
that EVs transform 85 percent
of thelr energy info movement,
compared o traditional cars,
which only convert up to 25
percent.

Palle's inzights alisned with
those of Klaus Wawra, managing
director al Hofer Powertrain,
who discussed the technology
crossoveT  between  EVs  and
hybrids.

“With a hybrid wehicle, you
will still need an electric motor,
vioul need an inverter, an onboard
charger, and a direct current Fast
charging converler. So, more
or less, all the technologies you
have to cover mside the EV, you
can then scale dedicatedly to
this hybrid application,” Wawra

explained,

Rising demand

The need for electric and hybrid
vehicles & steadily increasing
mn Sauchi Arabin. Hasan Nergiz,
managing director at Al-Fuitaim
Electric Mobility Co., shared data
indicating the growing popalarity
off hvbricks in the market.

"Right now, if 1 look al ouar
lasi month's order take, around
75 percent of Saudi customers
are opting into hybrids,” Nergiz
saicl, This statistic refbects the
broader trend toward sustam-
able mobility solutions In the
Ringdom,
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Public Investment Fund facilitating finance

Mirmal Narayanan,
Manal Al-Barakatl Riyadh

Sawdl Arabla’s

sovereign wealth fund Is
spearheading the growth of
the e-mobility sector in the
hingdom with a planned
£30 hillion Investiment,
according to an expert.

Speaking to Arab News on the
sicdelines of EV Auto Show in
Hivadh on Sepd. I7, Heiko Seftz,
partmer and Ghlobal amd Middle
East e-mobility leader al PwiC,
sail the Public Investment
Fund is significantly [acili-
tating fAnance streams to create
a healihy eleciric vehicle value
chain,

"Between now amd 2030, the
PIF ecosvstem will invest a todal
of approximately 3380 billion in
the creation of an entire new
industry. We will see half of that
capital going to thecreation of (an)
EYV manufacturing ecosysiem,
ife duarter Fodng FEIER ||:I.|I'I-'I'_'|'
manulacturimg and suppdy chain,
amnd another quarter into parts
and chips ete. " said Serte

He added: “We see that there
i a national «fMort 1o bulkd an
inctustry from scratch, It s quite
spectacular and fascinating to
g how' a country is able, In sech
a short hime, to partner up with
leading companics globally, and
bring the best of the world to the
Eingdom, and therefore starting
their own suceess journey fram
serileh.”

During the talk, Seitz also
highliphted some of the main
challenges Sawdi Arahia is facing
in the e-mohility sector, which
imciude the availabdlity of new
viehicles and the lack of charging
infrast rocture,

“Approximately 30 percent of
all the cars being offered for sale
currently in Europe are battery

INTERVIEW

Saudi Arabia’s PIF revolutionizing
e-mobility sector with $39bn in investments

Holko Seitz, partner and Global and Middie East e-mobliity loader at Pwl, speaks to Arab News at EV Auto Show in Riyadh on Teesday. A0 ohato

7 percent, so there are lots of
vehicle models that could be sold
here, bart they're not ved. And that
ohwiously limits the choke for
the customer,” said Seite

The PwC official added that
the issues surrounding charging
infrastructure will be resodved
sowamy, a5 companles inchading
Ebsciric Vehicle Infrastruocture
Co, also known as EVIQ, are
ramping up charging stations in

by the PTF, slgned a memorandum
of understanding with EVIQ (o
facilitate the activation of high-
speed public charging infrastruc
ture in Saudi Arahia.

“We see that there are |lois of
announcements of big compr
nies like EVIQ starting to baild
the ecosvstermn, and I'm quiie
optimistic thal we're going (o
have a very bright future for
clectric mobility in the region,”

hizhlichied that the cosis of
electric vehicles are  coming
down globally, and it s showly
becoming as affordabde as an
internal  combustion  engine
vehicle.

“In Saudi Arabia, we see that it
is almost actually equally afford-
able 1o drive an EV as a commer-
clal et operator than §f 15 o
drive the eqguivalent combus-
tion engine vehicle, For the end

customers  alwavs  get bedier
chimeounts,™ he said,

He added that the pricesof EVs
in Saudi Arabia will come down
further, with the entry of new
car brands into the Kingdom.

“What we sce now is that with
mare vehicle brands coming io
the Eingdom (o compete, there
IS Eoing to be a price war, jusd
fike we have seen this price war
unfold in Europe.” said Seite

streams to create a healthy eclectic vehicle value chain: PwC ofhcial

possibly, already over the next
manths, prices will come down
significantly, just like we've seen
in Europe, where its already
15 percent cheaper without
sutbsidies o drive a battery
electric vehicle compared (o the
combusion engine car,”

Citing  a recent  survey
conducted by PwC, Seitz said
that +0 percent of the Saudi
population 15 inlerested  in
buyving an clectric vehicle in the
next three to four vears.

“With more moddels coming

&e

Wi sew that thereisa
national effort to build
an industry from scratch
(in Sancli Arabia).

o the market and with Luwcid
and Ceer, fand) other local Saudi
brands bringing the cast to the
market, I don't zee anvihing that
should stop the customer from
eoing all-electric,” he said

The PowC official also lauded
Saucli  Arabias  efforts  in
promofing green  technigues
in mobihty, despite being an
cdl-Tich nation.

He said: *Twenty-four percent
of  global
emissions come from the (rans-
port sector, 5o 1if we're scrious
about making our future
ereenet and cleaner, we have o
decarbonize modsi ity now,”

sSeitz praised Sawdi Arabia for
ita “fabulous, green eleciricity
aEenda,” .|-|:I|||||;;: “We  expecy
Lhal by 2035, the entire mobilty
transporl, the entire mokbility
energy demand and much more
will be fully fueled by green
energy based on solar power.
Sk, here the Ringdom actually
sivows  Lthat vou dont onkby
electrify, you can also decar-

carbon  dioyide

gbeciric. Here in the Middle the Kingdom. added Seitz, customeer, it is still a little bit He added: “I'm wvery confi- bonize mobility in an oil-rich
Fast, It only approximately In May, EV maker Lucid, hacled The PwC  official  further more expensive because fleet dent that over the next vears, country.”
PLANS

Lucid to export Saudi-made EVs regionally, globally: official

Reerm Walld,

Manal Al=-Borakati H1yzch

LIS electric carmaker Luockd
Motors  plans o exXport &

significant share of s vehicles
prodeced in Saodi Arabia to both
regional and global markets,
according 1o a senior official,

At the EV Auto Show in Hiyadh,
Ali Rizvi, director of Business
Operations at Lucid Middle East,
revealed that the company—
supported by Saudi Arabia’s
Public  Investment  Fund—is
increasing its production efforts
within the Ringdom.

This [mitiative supports Sadi
Arabia's ambition to convert
30 percent of Rivadh’s vehicles
o electric by 2030, This poal
15 part of a larger strategy o

reduce emissions in the capatal
by 50 percent, contributing o
the countryv's broader aim ol
achieving carbon neutralily by
2040,

"We are prodocing vehickes in
the Kingdom, tand) a large part
o those will be expaoried within
the region and to the rest of Che
world as well,” Rizvi said.

Al the same panel, Mohammned
Abuazzah, chief pubdic relations
officer at Sauwdi EY brand Ceer,
discussed the COMEany s
strategy. “We have a portfolio
— a Saudi-inspired  poritfolio
— that 15 Innovalive, inspira-
tional, and can answer what the
people of Saudi Arabia and the
Gulf Cooperation Council, andd
hopefully globally, expect [rom
an EV." Abuazzah sand,

Induatry leadars disciuss the future of slectric vehiclas in the Kingdam at Riyadh show, AN oot

He emphasized the importance
of engazing with customers amd
expanding the company's sales
network in Saudi Arabsia and the
GOC,

Ulf Schulte, chief operating
officer at Electric Yehicle Infra-
structure announced
||E:|||.=-. 13 I‘H]Iillltl TR RH T R
charging network. “5o, there ane

U,

a lot of bullding Mocks we are
working on, and eventually now
ramping up the number of siles
Our first site in Jeddah is going
five today or tomorrow,” Schulie
gapl,

“Oir focws this vear 1= on
Riyadh, Jeddah, and Dammam,
but we're working w0 build
d  Ringdoim-wide network o

cnalde  a  long-distance  EY
poisystem,” e added

Andreas Flourou, group head
of mohility at Red Sea Global,
outlined the company’s commii-
ment o sustainabibity, “We'pe
opening new  holels  every
quarter at the moment, and
modaility is ome of the founda-

tios of our ethos based around

sustainabaiity and proteclting
the envircnment,” Flouron saul
“We're opening a mew  hotel,
AMAALA, by the end of next
vear, This will mean hundrecs
of addifional vehicles, goest
vehicles, staff  transportation,
baises, sea planes, and marine
vessels, We need an increase in
chargers within our destina
tions," he added. Gary Flom,
CEQ of Natiomal Transpor
Sofutions Co., emphasized the
rode of EVs i transforming Sad
Arabia’s infrastructure.

“Today, we are witnessing a
revalution, a revolution that is
driving toward a future where
glectric vehicles are not merely
an optlon bui a cormerstomne
o our nabllon's Iransportal on

infrastructiore,” Flognm said,
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A British delegathan led by UK Secretary of State for Business and Trade Jonathon Reynalds held talks with Saudi Commerce Mintster Majld Al-Qusahl. <-2

BILATERAL TIES

Saudi Arabia, UR eye

$39.6bn trade by 2030

British companies plan expanding operations in the hingdom

Ream Walld iy ach

UR-based companles
are set to expand

thelr operations in
Saudi Arabia as both
couniries discussed
strengthening their
trade partnership in a
top ministerial meeting.

Thiz falls in line with the two
couniries” target to increase bilai-

eral tracdke 1o £30 billion (3306
blbiom) by 050,

During the gathering, Saudi
Commerce Mindster  Majid
Al-GQasabi, who is also chamrman
of the Economic amd Social
Committee of the Saudi-British
Sirategle  Partnership Coundcil,
med with the URS Secretary of
Sate for Business and Trade,
Jonathan HReynolds, and the
accompanying delegation  in
Rivadh, to discuss elevating

soonomic partnership in priority

The two partkes also tackbed
stimutlating amd fimancing
EMerging COMIpanies T
promising felds based omn
research  and  inmovation, the
Sauchl Press Apency repaoried,

According to data vom the UK
sovernment’s Department for
Business and Trade, total trade
in poods and services with Sawdi
Arabia reached £176 hilllon in
the four quarters to the end of the
first quarter of 2024,

“Tockay 1 met with His Excel-
lency  the Minister of Stale
for Business and Trade and
Chairman of the British Couneil,
Mr. Jonathan Reynolds, and
we discussed the progress of
the negotiations lor the Free
Tradde: Agreement befween the
GOC countries and the United
Kingdom and enhancing oppor-
hunities for trade cooperation

FASTFACTS

& Data from the UK showed
total trade in goods and
sorvices with Sauwdi Arabia
reached E17.6 billlon in the
four guarters to the end of the
first quarter of 2024,

@ 1,139 British investors
oparate in the Kingdom and
banafit from the facilities

resulting from the ongoing
aconamic reforms.

between  our  twa  fnendly
countries” Al-Gasalbi said in a
post on X, "Economic growth
i5 this povernment's driving
misskon, and boosting trade and
investment with some of the
worlds  bigest  economies s
cructal to that,” Reynolds sadd, the
UR government reported.

“I want to see a high-quality
trade deal that supports jobs,

helps UR companies sell their
procucts to the region, and
increases choice for consumers
— %0 it great to be here (o
thscuss cxactly that,” the business
and trade secretary added.

Al-Qasabl also highlishied the
fedbow-up of the iImplementation
of 7% imitiatives in 13 economic
sectors o strengthen the Saodi-
British partnership, noting that
the level of growth in bilateral
irsde reached more than 30
peroent from 2018 (o 20053,

He added that 1139 British
investors operate in the Kingdom
ancd benefit [rom the facilities
resulting from the development
reforms related to facilitating the
practice of economic business.

Reynalds abso met with Sawdi
Minkster of Industry and Mineral
Resources Bandar Alkhorayvefl
o discuss  opporfunities Lo
enhance industrial and mming
coopstraiion,

PARTNERSHIP

UAE,
Australia

sign deal
to boost

exports

Nirmal Naroyanon Fioch

Australia has fnalized a Compre-
hensive Economic Parinership
Agreement with the UAE, which
could boost its exports by ASGTE
million (3458 million) annually.

[ a piress slatement, Austr-
ha's Trace Mimistry noted that
thee deal wall eliminate tanfis
on about 99 percent of his
couniTy's  prodoces,  leading
to sawings of ASI3S million in
the: frst vear and increasing to
ASIG0 million annually once fully
implemented.

As Austradia’s first trade agree-
ment with a country in the Middle
East and Morth Africa region, the
CEPA aims to enhance bilateral
tradle and investment by stream-
lindng trade processes, removing
tariffs on & wide range of goods
and services, and encouraging
private-sector collaboration
in Key sectors. The agreement
builds on  the strengthening
economic tes between the UAE
and the southem hemispherns
country with halateral non-odl

HIGHLIGHT

9%

The deal will eliminate tariffe on
about 88 percent of Australian

products leading to savings of

AS135 million in the first year,

irkde reaching $2.3 hillion in the
first hall of 2024 — a 10 percent
incirease from Lhe: ssome perdod 1n
2023

Australia’s Trade Minister Don
Farrell stated that, as a trading
nation, the country is commiited
I Opening up new opporion-
ties for its exporiers, farmers,
producers, and businesses

“Under this trade agreement,

Australian exports are expected
o Increase by 34680 million per
voar, but this deal means more
for Ausiralia than just numbers.
A trade agreement with the UAE
will FBacilitate investment into key
sectors,” added Farrell.

The trade agroement is also
expected to unlock UAE invesi-
ment in sectors siech as renew-
able energy and the supply chain
for critical minerals.

“This CEPA will unlesck sienifi-
cant  opportunities  for UAE
Businesses and provide Austra-
lian companies with a gateway
o new markets across  the
MENA region. 1 look forward to
collaborating with my Australian
counterpart to swiltly mtify the
CEPA and deliver its benchts”
safcl UAE Trade Minister Than
bin Ahmed Al-Zeyouds,

Bi>Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Assassmant
German investor
morale tumbles
in September

German investor maoriale
darkensd maore than ex-

pected in September, the
LZEW coonomic research
institute sald on Tuesday,
as Lhe assessment of the
economic situation contin-
ued its downward trend.
The econamic sentiment
index fell to 3.6 points from
19,2 podnts in August, Ana-
lvsts polled by Reaters had
pointed toa reading of 17
The assessment of the eco-
nomic situation in Germany
has also continued 1o worsen,
with the indicator falling to
minus 4.5 lrom minus 773,
its lowest since May 2020,
Reuters

Cashless

Central bank
digital carrency
gains momentum

A total of 134 countries
representing 98 percent
ol the global economy
are now exploring digital
verstons of their curren-
cies, with almost hall at an
advanced stage and ploneers
like China, the Bahamas
and Nigeria starting to
see a pick up in usage.

A research conducted
by the US-based Atlan-
tic Council published on
Tuesday showed that all G20
nations are now loaking into
central bank digital cur-
rencies as they are known
and that 4% countries in
tatal are piloting them.
Reuters

Chart of

THE DAY

In 2023, the Walt Disney Co.
genernted a totod revenoe

of nearly $32.6 billan with
its parks, and saperisncas.

Hogrng: Tatiztn

REVENUE OF WALT DISNEY
0. IN 20E3 (v blon LE codors)
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Passion Struck
JOHMN R MILES

We all have personal limits
that apply to different arcas
of our lives, such as creating
abundance, making changes
b aur health or

Jahn R, Miles reveals his
groundbreaking discoveries
that allow you to reshapes
your past and create

an empowearsed and

bady, overcoming ===t fimitless future through

recurring patterns pﬁ'ﬁ.’ln authentlc and candid

af :ulf—:ﬁhntﬂﬂel EF" personal stories says

aor simply believing a review published on

in oursalves. Eoodreads.com,
200

Outlook Data

Bank of Spain Global defensive

ups 2024 growth sector funds see

forecast

Spain's ceniral bank on
Tuesday ralsed this vear's
economic growth lorecast Lo
2.8 percent [rom 2.3 percent
expected previously, pre-
dicting an acceleration from
2023 in conirast (o the wider
ewrozone, largely thanks to
booming tourism.

It was the scoond straighit
ocutlook upgrade by the Bank

af Spain sor [ar this year fodlow-

ing its initial forecast of a L9
percent expansion. Lasi vear,
the economy expanded 2.5
Percel,

Growth is likely to slow
down in the third quarter to
(L5 percent, the report saidcl.
Reuters

surge in inflows

zlobal defensive sector funds
are in demand from investors
as concerns aboul a slowdown
in the US economy forces
thom o seck assets such as
consumer siaples and utilities
sdisrhs.

According to LSEG Lipper
data, defensive sector funds
such as consumaer staples andd
utilities attracted suhstantial
inflows of $1.43 billion and
SLOG allon, respectively, over
the last two weeks. Sectors
such as technology, financials,
and industrials experienced
sigmihcant owllows, totaling
52.97 billion, 51.38 hillion, and
55340 million respectively.
Reuters

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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The Saudi Vislon 20540 initiative presemnts
sienificant opportundties w modernize the
banking sector and diversily the economy.

Bonny Supriyadi
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The two-dany event will Being together srperts and spaciallsts from the global mantims transport and loglstics sectar to ahare knowledge, axparances, and insights

SHIPPING CONFERENCE

Saudi Maritime & Logistics
Congress returns for 5th edition

Remforang  the signibcamnce  of
the Saudi Mantime and Logsstics
Congress i Dammam, which takes
place from Sepi. 1519, several new
speakers have been confirmed in
Uhe o resnnce Rimesugs, aclclingg somie
htavvweight industry knowledge
o the two-day program.

The event’s lilth edition 15 b
hedd under the auspices of Minister
of Transport and Logistic Servioes
Saleh bin Nasser Al-Jasser, who
will also make the kevnode address
o Day 1,

Additionally, Bahrn CEO Ahmed
Alsubacy, IMI CEQ Abdullah

Al-Ghamech and Transpost Gemserad
Authorty Deputy for Manbime
Transport Essam M. Alammari are
all now conflrmed at the shipping
and  bogistics
exhibition. The event will take
place at Dhahran Expo and s free
for industry to attend.

Ak Joiming  the  prestigaous
speaker parade 5 Kaupo Laane-
rand, deputy minkster for maritime
and  water  affairs, Ministry
e Climaie, Fstonga, amd  Poul
Hesthaek, CED, Folk Maritime.

Chres Morley, group director,
scatrade Maritime, the organizers

canference okl

off the=event, saph " The high-prodile
speaker neup is testament o the
importance of this event i the
shippdng calendar. As the imdustry
gailers in the Kingdom, it allows
for attendess to Hsten and beam
from mdustry experts and be par
of discussions that impact many
[acet= al this global mdustry”

He adcded: “Onr ultimate aim 15
i facilitate oitful cooperation
between the public and private
sector  eniktles that
growth for oaur incustry”

Cver the course of the event,
topics under the spothight will

catalyvzes

mnclock:; [Inferconnected logistcs
and the supply chain of the future;
Shipbuilding and repair; Digitiza-
thon of maritime: The adoption
of Al amd machine learning:
Off=hore =salely: The imporiance
of maintaining worlkd-class safety
standdards; and Energy  transi
tiom for a sustainable e and
workforoe development

The conference agenda will start
with Eeynotes and an international
virtieal address from Infernatbonal
Martime Organization Secrelary-
(remeral Arsenio Dominguez, as
wiell as an industry keynote from

ABS Senwor Vice President Gareth
Burton.

saudi Maritime and Losis-
tics Congress is being held with
foumding partpers Bahrel  and
Septracde Maritime. With  its
main partners, the Saudh Ports
Authority, known as Mawani,
and the TGA, as well as strategic
partners Sawdi Aramco and [MI,
the event expecis more than
1KY attendees from  actoss
TO+ countries, In additton (o
a record 200+ exhibitors and
scores of local, roegmonal and
international speakers.,

HEALTH AWARENESS

Hikma and Saudi Gastroenterology
Association elevate IBD care across KSA

Hikma Pharmaceubticals RSA
announced the expansion of iis
sirategic  partnership with  the
Saudi  Gastroenterology  Associa-
tion, A memorandum of under-
standing has been signed between
the twa entities 1o enhance the
management  and  treatment  of
inilammatory bowel disease across
the Ringdom throwgh carly mter-
venltion, multidisciplinary codlab-
oratbon and public and patient
ecliiczation.

[BI} 15 a chronk: milammation
of the miestme charactenized by
severe stomach pain and diarrhes

affecting wearly 5 million people
worldwide, The main tvpses of TRD
are Crohin’s disesse andd ubcertive
coditis. In Saudi Arabia, the preva-
lence of this disease has been

Sendor officiaks
from Hilma
wnd SGEA at

the signing
CAramany.

incressing: a5 of 2002, the incidence
was estipsated A 094 pabients per
[O0O00 mdivicheals onver Lhe past
20 vears.

The parinership will address

the cnibical gaps in IBD manage-
ment from the perspectives of bodh
physicians and patients. Lever-
aging a multifsceted approach that
irncducles a =ocial mecdka awareness
campaizn  amd  comprehensive
medical raining  programs, the
initiatives have been designed 1o
disseminate essential Enowledge
about [ED management to health
care professionals, patients and
the public. The medical traiming
progerames, acoredited by the Britksh
Accreditation Councal [or Medical
Education, have been offered fo
healthcare  professionals across

the Rmngtdom, moludimg a special-
e small indestinal ultrasound
worlshop, certified by the Inder-
national Bowel Ultrasound Sochety.

Dr, Majped Almadi, presideni
of SGA, said “Our expanded
partnership with Hikma marks a
signabicant step iowand enhancing
IBDy care across Sauch Arabga
Cnar initiatives are prounded in a
patient-centric approach that not
only focuses on but also enhances
paabilie
ciagnosiics and treatments, and
rediuces the stigma associated
with IBINS

awareness,  Improves

LEADING CONFERENCE

Riyadh to host 5th Annual Future Banks Summit this month

Hivadh will host the 5th Annal
Future Banks Summit  andd
Awards RSA on Sepl. 24 and
25, This wyear, the cvent will
fecus on culting-cdge mnova-
tions, practical case stodies,

and interactive panel discus-
sioms, With a focus on gulding
the banking sector in the
Kingddom toward future readi-
ness, the conference will explone
the mpact of Al intelhigent

antomation, data analvtics,
chyud migration, cvbersecunty,
andd digital pavment modeds,
This vear, more than 200 local
and regional technology and
business leaders from banks and

financial institwtions will attend
the sumenit. Throagh interactive
kevnole sessions, panel discus-
sions, and live case studies, the
evenl will address the  Ltest
disruptions i  the banking:

financial services amd  insur-
ance industry, Tt will kighlight
valuable insighls, actionable
strategies, amd collaboration
opporiunities o support e

Saudd] hnancial sector

Corporate
Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Global Innovation

GFH and FlI
Institute extend
partnership

GFH Financial Group, a
hnancial mnstitution head-
quartered in Bahrain, and
F11 Institute, a global non-
profit foundation dedicated
o making an impact on
humanity, have anmnounced
the three-year extension of
a strategic parinership to
Foster ghobal iInnovation and
sustainable development.
The move comes ahead of
the highly anticipated Sth
edition of the Fulure [nvest-
ment Initiative Conlerence
scheduled for Oct. 259-31

in Hiyadh.

A SIEMing ceTemany was
held in the presence of Rich-
ard Aftias, chiel executive of
FII Instituie, between Sahar
Qanati, head of corporate
communications al GFH,
and Rakan Tarabzomi,
chief operating officer of
FII Institute.

Cybersecurity
Kaspersky
launches new
service in KSA

Raspersky has launched its
Inlustral Control Sy=tems
Security Asscssment servioe,
sefting a new standdard For
safeguarding Sasdi Arahias
eritical indhastrial mfrastruc-
ture, With more than 15 years
of experience in OT and ICS
gecurily, the launch reflects
l'i:l:-.]n'ﬁ':-.l-li'_n."?-: COrmimseT
to leading the charge in ICS
cvbersecurity whilst adhering
to local security regulations,
Kaspershy's ICS Secu-
rify Assessment seTvice 15
desipned to scrutinize and
address valnerahilities at ev-
v layer of industrial control
systems, lrom physical and
nettwiorks security to vencdor-
spectic valnerabilities within
ICS cmponents, sich as
Supstervisory Control ancd Data
Acquisition systems.

Data Storage
Uber runs on
Oracle Cloud

Infrastructure

[Ther, the largest on-demand
molality and delivery plat-
form in the: world, refies on
Oracle Cloud Infrastructure
to help suppaort the ragid
erowth and more than 1 mil-
Hiom trages that Ulser powers
every hoar. Uber has modd-
ernized its application tier
and Al infrastructure and
migrated muach of its opera-
tiomal big data and streaming
stack 1o OCI to help it drive
profitable growth, deliver
new products to market, and
accelerate Innovation,
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There is no dress rehearsal
kind of stulff happening here

Rohit Sharma

ko crickEl team captadn
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Buriram United of Thailand and Visse

AFP Sadgul

Aslan Champions League
debutants Gwangju FC
scored after just 90 seconds
on the way toa 7-3 home
hammering of last viear's
runners-up Yokohama
F-Marinos on Tuesday.

Also on the secomd day of actbon
in Aslas top club competition,
which has been rebranded as the
Asiin Champions League  Elite,
Shandong Tashan won 31 at
home to Central Coast Mariners of
Ausiralia,

On a good night for Climese
fenmns, Shanghal Sderthua
thrashed South KRoreas Pohang
Steelers 4-1, while Buriram United
i Thatland and Vissel Kobe ol
Japan played out a O-0 stalemate.

In South Korea, Gwangju
grabbed an early lead owver
Tapans Yokohama when Jasir

Asanis tame effort om oulside
the box sguimed under the
erasp of visiting roalkeeper Hikou
Terakado.

The ez egiended thelr s ol a
sparsely attended Gwangiu Workd
Cup Stadium on the guarter-hour
mark when Oh Hu-seong hesded
in unmarked at the hack post

Yokohama hit back on 54
minutes wihen the Brazilian Elber
sbammmed hotme a8 the rain came
b,

The game arned goal crasy
in & madcap sccond hall, with
Albanian  intemabonal  Asani
netting twice more for his hat trick
anil the hosts adding thres more.

Elber, with his second, and
Takuma Nishimura pulled goals
back for the bedrppbed away
e, o were reduced to 10 men
late on.

SAUDI PRO LEAGUE

Al-Nassr head coach Luis Castro leaves the club

Arab Mews Jedodah

Luts Castmo has left Al-Nassr, the
Saudl Pro League club sakd on
Tuesday, The GFyvear-old was
appaanied head coach im July 20253,

In a message posted on social
media platform X, the clob wroge:
*Al-Nassr can announce That Thead
Coach LuisCastro has keft the cluh.
Evervone at Al-Nassr would like to

Sport News

ASIAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE ELITE

Runners-up Yokohama
thrashed 7-3 in goal fest

Shanghai Shenhua drub South horeas Pohang Steelers 4-1, while
Robe of Japan play out a O-O draw

The I League’s Yolkohama are
eoached by the Australian John
Hutchinson fodlowing the sacking
of compatriol Harry Rewell alter
Just s1x moniths in the johb

thank Lus and his stall for thelr
dedicated work during the past 14
manths, wishing them the best of
hick for the future”

The duration of the Portuguese
coach’s contract  with  Al-MNassr
was not dischosed when he was
appainded last vear, His maanage-
rial capeer stretches hack (o 1908,
He spenl bwo seasons m change of
Ukraimdan side Shakhtar Donetsl,

The former Liverpool and Leeds
star Keweldl took Yokohama to the
two-legzmed Champlons  League
final in May, where they lost (o Al
Ain of the UAE &3 on aggregale.

Kewell was axed two months
later after a torrid ran of form and
Hutchinson was promoted from
the backroom stalf on a carelaker
hasis,

FASTFACT

The 83-year-ald
Portuguase boss arrived
at the Saudi Pro League

side club in July 2023,
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The Asian Champions Leaguoe
Elte begins with two leagues
comtaining 12 teams each and
split - between Easl and Wesd
Lones.,

during which they recorded home
amd awny wins over Heal Macnd
in the group stage of the 20020-2
VEFA Champions League. Inmeci
alely pror to pdaning Al-Nassr, he
roached Brazmhian side Bodafoen.
Three pames inio the new
seasom, Al-Nassr sit in oseventh
place In the league after a win
and two draws, They imshed [as)
season runners-up to Al-Hilal.

FOOTBALL

Man Citys
Rodriwarns
of strike action
over fivture
increase

AFP Kanchiest e

Manchester City  michebder
Hodrn  his  wamed leading
foothballers could go on strike iof
clubs contfinue to face an cver-
expanding schedule.

City, the 2023 Champdons
League winners, lace Halian
giants Inter Milan at the Etthad
stadium on Wednesday, in their
hirst match of the competitions

new league phase.

The expanded 36-team tourna-
menl will see all clubs play eight
leigue xtures, with 16 leams
o play In an extra wo-legmed
playoff round before the last 16

City will also compete in an
expanded Club World Cup at the
e of the season.

“1 think we ame close to that, [
think if vou ask any player he will say
thes sarme,” saicl Rodn when asked on

Tuesday if there was 3 possibility of
phyvers poing on srike.

“Tt s nol the apinbon of Rodrd
orf whatever., [ think it the
gencral opinion of the players."

“And if it keeps this wayv, there
will b a moment where we have
no other option, T really think,
bl let's see” he added,

"1 don®™t know what’s going to
happen, but its something that
worries us because we are the

guys that suffer”

City could play as many as 75
games this season, with inter-
national players se1 for an even
heavier workloadd

“From my experience between
$0-540 i the amount of games in
which a plaver can perform in
the highest level” Rodri, whao
made his Arst City appearanoe of
the season in Saturday's win over
Brentford, said.

Sport

Briefs
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MLS expansion team

Yaras hired as

head coach of
San Diego FC

The MLS expansion team
San Diego FC hired Mikey
Varas as head coach on
Monday

He most recently was
interim head coach of the US
mens wational e,

“The opportunily to baild
something special [rom
the ground up, with such
ambitions and committed
ownership, and in a city with
such a passionate fan base,
i= truly exciting,” he said in a
staterment, I look forward to
wiorking with the team ancd
the community (o develop
a winning culture from the
siart.” AR

Crickot

Bangladesh
Tests no dress

rehearsal: Rohit

Caplain Bahbt Sharma on
Tuesclay warmsd hos India team
there is “no dress rehearsal™ in
cricket as they face a Bangla
desh side fresh from a historic
Test serees win over Pakistan

[ractian beacl the World Test
Championship standings alead
of Australia, where Rohit's team
will tonar for a ive-mateh seres
lateT in the year,

But first they host Bangla-
desh ina two-Test serbes,
starting with the opener in the
northern Indian city of Chen-
nal fTom Thursday,

“There 15 no dress rehearsal
kinad of stuff happening here”
Foahit told repsorters, cautlon-
ing against minds (uming too
quickly to Atstralia,

Ballon d'0Or winner

Barca extend
contract of

Altana Bonmati

Barcelona extended the
contract of women's Ballon
dOr winner Aitana Bonmeati
on Monday until 2028,

The 26-vear-old playmaker
signed a new contract to
June 30, 2028, the club said.

Bonmati has plaved 275
gamyes for Barcelana, scoring
06 competitive goals, She is
the clulb’s all-time top goal-
scorer and is tied with Alexia
Futellas for the Champions
Leamue record of 22. AP

Follow Arnb News

e Beriafs all through the
day hrabMows
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Charlie Hunom, best Enosm Tor his
rede in ‘'The Sons of Anarchy,’ s set
to play the sarial murderer aind body
snatcher Ed Gein, often referred to
as ‘the Butcher of Plainfieid,' In a
third season of tha Netflic
anthology sedes ‘Monster

T
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Alluring AlUIa

AlULa Is set to welcome visitors
with a lineup of acthvities this
vear, Here i a rounsd ap of six

events and festivals taking place
il thee historic location.

i
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AlUla Skies Festival

Experience breathtaking aerial
views foom hot-alr ballsons
fiying over AlULL Kuns
from Sept. 26 - Ocl. A

AlUTa Wellness
Festival

The festival offers workshops,
five-day retreats and a series of
wellness expertences. Kuns
From O, 17 - Now, 2.

Ancient hingdoms
Festival

Discover how AlLla nurtured
civilizations for millennia
with a serles of curated touwrs,
exhibtions and cConcerts,
Runs from Nowv, 7 - 30

All Day 1 Ihream

Immerse yoursel in curated
meedodie, soulful nes and art

installations, Buns from Ol 17 - I8,

Concert Series

Amr Dhab is making his
debut in AlUla as part of
the AlUla Skies Festival
on Sepd. 27, lnunching the
new Alllla Moments Concert

Series that will stretch imbo 2025,

Arimuth

Headliners include the likes
ol James Blake, The Blaze and
Seth Troxker, whible Sauci and

regional artists such as Cosmical
anil Baloo will also kit the decks
Runs from Sept, 19 - 21
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Mona Zaki-starring ‘Flight

404 chosen as Egypt's
Oscars submission

Arab News Dol

Egyvpllan actress

Mona Zaki and the
Egyptian Film Syndicate
announced this week
that the film “Flight 404"
will be Egypt's official
suubmission for the Best
International Feature
Film category at the 2025
Academy Awards.

Thiz means that the Glm will
e conskdered lor the shortli=t
If the movie gets shortlisted,
it counld then be nominated for
an Academy Award.

The movie tells the story
of Ghada, who, just days
before her Hajj pilgrimage, is
confronted with an emergency
that
recuires a
large sum
of money.
Forced to
seeek bl
she mus
L 1o
inchividuals
from a
froubled
past she had
;:II'|||:r||.'-.|'|| [l
beivie behiined,

Besides
Laki, the
film, directed
by filmmaker Hand Khalifa
and scripted by Mohamed
Hazaa, stars actors Mohamed
Farag, Mohamed Mamdouh,
ahereen Reda, Rhaled E--Sawy,
Mohamod Alas, Hassan
Al-Adl, Sama Ibrahim, Shadi
Alfons, Rana Haies, Gihan
El-Shamashergy and Arfa
Alicde]l Rassaonl,

The Oscar’s 97th edition 15
sel to take place on March 3,
2025, at the Dolby Theatlre in
Los Angeles.

Ry chates for the 2025
submissions and voting were
announced earlier this yvear.
The deadline for general

i T

o & B ET
BT TE U THUSS FOR 250

T R 4 1. 7re e

entries and Best Paciare
sttbmissions s Thursday,
Nov. 4. Preliminary voling
for shortlists in 10 catego-
ries will occur hetween Dec,
=135, withe Che results to bhe
reveidled on Dec. I7. The
natninations voting period
will run Trom Jan. B-12, and
L official nominations will
be announced on Friday, Jan.
I7—a shift from the usoal
sarlier-in-the-week schedule.
Last viear, Epvpl setected
Mohamed Farag-starring " Vov
Vov Yovl” as its entry for
the Oscars' Best Inter-
national Feature Film
awanrd, while Yemen
selected director
Amr Gamal's “The
Burdened” and Tunixla
compeled
with Raouther
Ben Handa's
“Four Daugh-
LeErs,” Morocco
slecie] Asmae
El-Moudir's
|.III|:'I|:II:|IE'I|'
tary “The
Mother of All
Lies"
Jordan
submilited
Amyjad
Al-Rasheed's
M B
“Inshallak
a Bov™ and Palestine
submitted Lina Soualem's
documentary “Bye Bye
Tiherias™

e o the lilms wan al thee
2024 Oscars, though " Four
Daughters” was nominated for
Best Docamentary Feature, a
category ultimatelv won by =20
Dave 10 Marmupol.™ This mmarkedd
a histonc moment for director
kaouther Ben Hania, as she
bhecame the first Arab woman
Lo receive a second Oscar
nomination.

Egyptian actress Mann Zak|
stmrs I the film 'Flight 404

Eatty Imapas” Suppde

N — "N B N B F
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Peggy Gou,
Teddy Swims
round out
Abu Dhabi FI

n
[

conceris

Arab Mews Lliahal

LIS singeer and song-wiiler Tecdcdy
swims and South Rorean 10 and
ginger Pegey Gou have been
announced as the final ariisis for
the 13th ecdition of the Formula ]
Etihad Adrways Abu Dhabi Grand
Prix at the 20024 Yasalam afler-race
cemcerts, headiining the opening
dav on Dec, &

The rest of the hneup nclides
LS pop reck band Maroon 5,
who appear on Dec. &, US rapper
Emincm who will perform on Dec
1, and British rock group Muse,
who will hit the stage on Dec. B.

Arress o the after-race concerts
% excliasive (oAb Dhald Formaala
Dt Gramd Prix bcket hotders,

Tl L . ' e BB
HIT SHOW

Jude Benhalim
Jewels spolted
in ‘Emilyin

Paris’

Arab News Dubol

Egvptian jewelry label Jude
Beenbabivn nabbed a starving role
iy e fabed sempsoay of Netflix's hii
series " Emily in Pans!

Throughout multiple scenes,
Lhe Catro-basedd fakel’s pleces are
featured prominenily on several
characiers in diffcrent episodes.

[ episode six of season fve,
the Ripple Ring in godd 15 seen
o Emily Cooper, portraved by
Lily Codlins. Also mn epasode six,
Camille's mother, Louise, played
by Camalle Japy, shines in the
Droplet Earvings in white.

Addittonally, Mindy Chen,
browught to life by Ashley Park, is
spotted wearing the Elea Hoops in
i e sl T s ier,

Dubai gallery to host Andy Warhol exhibition *The Glam Factory’

Dialal Awlanat | iiol

Artworks by late pog art icon
Andy Warkal will be displayed
im the TTAE as part of “The
Crlamm Factory™ exhilation at the
Foundry gallery in Dubai.
Curated by Nada Ghandour, “The
Gl Factory ™ highlights Warhol,
a prominent American artist i the
[0S know lor his popart =ivle
“Campbell's Soup Cans,” “Manilvn
AMonroe” and "Banana” are among
his meost [amaous pieces

[n an interview with Arah News,
Heritape Curator Nada Ghandour
described the exhibition as a
“new reading of Andy
Warhaol's work through
thee lems of our digatal
erd and here in Dubai”

Warhol moved to
Mo York Clity in 1848
BN JILLT L b s Americsim

Andy Warhol was known
for his pop art styls, sean |7,
hare in "Campbell’'s Soup
Cama.' Suppied

Cam

bl

ST T R

Diream and become rich and
famous, said Ghandowr,
"People today come to Dubai to
alsa lHve out this deeanm.
Thi American dream is
e abotil opporiunity

and prospeerity, and we

lknow that many people

tesday are moving (o
Dirhal becanse i s a
chestination lor stafdity
and growth,” she
explatned,

[nspared by Warkeol's

workshop “The Sibver Faclory,”
Crhandowr named the exthibi-
tion "The Glam Factory” paying
homeage to his artistic process,

Todraw a partrail, she
explanmed, Warkuod woulld take
about 150 photos. He swoadd then
choose small paris from cach
photo and mix them together.

“He was capable ol doing the
yab ol a plastc siirpeorn; s biis
the glamorous and beautifol
aspect of 11" slve s,

Crhamdour cleserifsed Wartiod

as an artistic amd technological
vislonary.

“Warhal was ahead of his time
and was describing the artificial
:lllu'lllju':ll'l' fhad we knsow 04
she sal

If b were alive now, she added,
“he would speak to Al to create
something in collshoration with a
COMpUner.

The codlection Tealpes ovier
|00 of Warhol's original pieces
incliling screen prints, photos
and magazine illustrations,



