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A new coalition for Palestine

Ringdom joins talks with Muslim and European countries to create independent state

Arab Nows -0

Ministers from Muaslim
and Enropean states
held high-level talks on
Friday almed at driving
the creation of an
Iindependent Palestindan
state.

Saudl Forewgn Minister Prince
Faizal hin Farhan represented
the Kingdom al the lalks im
hMadrid, attended by foreign
ministers from other members
ol the Coaibac
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RIYADH EXPO

INDEX Saudi Arahia 20024 will

takie place Sepd. [7-18 in Rivadh

to meet the rise in demand for
interior design At-outs, P4

SHEIKH HASINA

India should influence
Bangladesh’s ex-Premier Sheikh
Hasini, who is hving i New
Prelhi, to " keep gquiet, Dhaka's top
diplomat told Arab News. P8

~ INVESTMENTS

Private equity investmenis in
the Middle East and North Africa
reached 55,9 billion acrss 459
cheals in the first half of 20024, P

Arab-1slamic

Grroup for Gaza — Ezypt, Jordan,
Qatar, Indonesia, Nigeria and
Turkiye,

The heads of the Arab League
and the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation also  took  part,
along with Palestimian Prime
Minister Mohammad Mustala,
EU foreign policy chiel Josep
Borrell and foreign ministers
fromm Treland, Norway, Slovenia
drd Syain.

A  btwo-state solution was
"the only way to ensure a just
and lasting peace In the reglon
through the peaceful and secure

HIGHLIGHT

Israel has killed more than
41,000 Palestinians, mostly
women and |:'h||:-|;|r1_-|n, since the
war began last October, and
imjured nearty 100,000,

coexisience of the state of Pales-
tine and the state of Israel”
spinish Foreign Minister Jose
Manucl Albares said.

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro
sanchez said: “Together, we
winl to kdentifly the concrete

actions that will enable us to
make progress lowand  this
ohjective. The International
community st take a decisive
atep toward a just and lasting
peace in the Middle East”

Sanchez has been one of the
strongest critics in Europe of
1sraels 1l-month war on Gaza.

In May, Spain, Ireland and
Norway [lormally  recognized
ad Palestinian stale comprising
the Gaza Strip and the occupiced
Wesat Bank.

Meanwhile, Isracli airstrikes
confinued to pound Gaza

CIVIL WAR

overnight on Thuorsday and
later on Friclay, killlng at least 12
Palestinians in their homes,

Three people  including a
woman and o ¢hild diesd in
attacks on the Nussiral camp
in Deir Al-Balah, and strikes
in Hafah killed bve people
including two children.

The attacks resumed on Friday
alternoon, killing another Piles-
finean in Nuseirat and three in
Craza City.

s Related reports 0005 6 S 7
* Opdnlon: Abdellatif ElI-Menawy

SAUDI RAPPER
ASAYEL DISCUSSES
HER DEBUT

SINGLE ASLIYAH

REGIME UNDER FIRE
Repression
of women
inlran'is
ontherise’

Arnls Nows =, 000

Iran has increased ifs repression
of waomen in the fwo years sinee
the ceath In custoddy of Mahsa
Amind, UN experts sapd on Friday.,

Amini, 22, an Iranian Rurdish
woman, died three days after her
arrest in Tehran in Seplemben
202 for breaching Iran's sirict
Higah cocke

Since then “Iran has intensified
iy Elors 1o suppress Uhe Furscli-
mental righis of women and grs
and crush remnining indtiatives of
waoinen's activism,” the indepen-
dent UN fact-finding mission on
Tran suicl,

The UN Human Righis Councal
appointed the experts (o imves
tigate the deadly crackdown on
nationwide protests in Iran after
Aminds death,

“Althoush mass protests have
suthsided, the unabated defiance
il WAOITHT :|'|1|.| |.;5|'|:-1 k5 31 COTEInN-
wous remindder that they still live
in & system that relegates them to
seconid class ciizens,” the experts
sadcl

“Security forces have escalated
existing  patterns  of  physical
violence, mdchuding beating,
kicking, and slapping women and
girls who are percerved as falling
o comply with the mandatory
hijab laws."

The experts expressed partic-
ular comcern sbout “an apparen
mew pattem of sentencing o
death of women activists
following thelr conviction for
national security offenses.”

They sabd: “Owver the past two
viears, Lhe death penadey and other
domestic criminal law provisions,
in parttcular these related 1o
mational security, have been wsed
g Instruments o termonese and
deter Iranians from protesting.”

Sudan paramilitaries "are looting country’s heritage’

Priceless historical artifacts stripped from museums, heritage sites and private collections

Arab Nows B yads

Paramalitary forces in Swdan’s
civil war were accused on Fraday
of stripping priceless historical
artifacts from musewms, heritage
shies and private collections.

Looters  Trom  the  Rapad
Support Forces are  loading

statuettes and fragments of
ancient palaces on to tracks,
smugeling them out of Sudan
and selling them online. “The
threat to culiure appears o
have reached an unprecedented

| bevel” said UNESCO, the UN

-

Experts voleed alarm aller

findli mgr booted artifcis
el Te e For sabe on e,

cultural agency.

In KEhartoum, where fhghiing
Broske ol in April 20023 betwesn
the army amd the paramadi-
taries who now control the city,
the Siddan National Museum
“haz been the subsiect of major
looting” =aid Ikhlas Abdel Latif,
head of museums at the national
anfiquities authority.

"Archeological objects  stored

there have been taken in big
borries and transferred to the
wiesl and to border areas, particu-
larly near South Sudan.”

The muscum opened in 1971
and houses prehistoric artifacts
from the Paleodithic eva and Bems
froim the famed site of Kerma in
northermn Sudam, as well as Phara
onic and Nubian pieces.

The Island of Meroe, a UNESCO
Workld Heritage site that is home
tr the capital of the ancient
kingdom of Rush and dosens
of its pyramids, s also umder
threat, Artifacts and exhitition

arresanies have been doden from

the museum in Nvala in South
Darfur. In Omdurman, across the
Nile from Ehartoum, part of the
Khalifa House musenm was also
destroyed,
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My sincere appreciation and gratitude Lo
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman for his
genereus patronage and continuous suppaort

for camel sports in our beloved country.

Prince Abdulaziz bim Turkl
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Riyadh
Dramatic play

Enjory the Omand theatrical show
“Al-Ran,” where a raral village 1=
ensnarcd by fear and terror from
the enigmatic Al-Ra, whose in-
Auence manipulates their lives
thregh themes of love, hatred,
truth and fear. For bookings,
vigit riyvadhoplatinumbist. net.

Al n
Magical journey

Take part in a stargasing experi-
enoe al AU, combiming a deser
dinmer, tradittonal sawdi hospital-
ity and expert-led astronomy.
Visit experiencealulocom for
e dhistails,

i

.
Dhahran
Storytelling

I vou are an aspiring storyteller,
join Ithra Librarys storvielling
session every Wednesday, Share
stories with children and inspire
them with a love of boeoks, Find
mare details on the Ithra app.

Abha

Artvillage

Immerse yoursell in local hen-
tage at the Al-Muftaha Village
Ares Event, ||f:-.||;;t|'-|] for VISIIOT=
[rom within anad oatsace the
region. For more details, visit
platimumlist.ned.

1heRegion

Thve Middebbe Fast Rovndup

1 heRegiste

~
v

audi Ambassador to Azerbai-
jan Essam bin Saleh Al-Tutadld
peecel e Marmnead L {TEH YL
president of Azerbaljan’s
National Confederation of Entrepre

neurs (Employers) Organizations,
the Saudi Embassy reported on X
o Frickay,

In another meeting, he also spoke
to the executive director of the

ISter

Azerhaijan Export and Investment
PFromotion Agency, Yusul Abdullayey:,
Dairing the meetings, the two sides
discussed bilateral relations and other

topics of common interest.

l l ; (] f ;Tl'ﬂndiﬂg Toclarys frof foprics evplained by Afshan Aziz

CR-1BN

Cristiano Ronaldo

Cristiano Ronakdo has once
agaln made history by
Dercomming Ui (irst person
i surpass | billion followers
across all social media platforms

The 3%-year-cdd Portuguese foothaller,
whw plavs for Al-Nassr, lit the milestone
b armassing fodlowers on platlorms
mchuding Instagram, X, YouTube, Face-
howol s TIE Tk, He has more tham 600
million followers on Instagram amd is the
st fodlowwed person on the platform.
Becenthy, he ventured into YouTuwbe with
his chanmel “UR Cristiann™

The channel shattered records by gain-
kg 30 maklbon subscribers in bess than
i week, and Honalde reached | molbon
subscribers just 80 mimuotes after Baonch-
ing his first video.

'GOTTA KEEP GOING

Lady Gaga

Pop icon Lady Gaga recent-
|y responded (o reswrfaced
comments from her former
Classmates who doubded
e Futire success,

Back when she was a student at New
York Undversity, a group of her peers
created a Facebook group, “Stefand

Germanotta, vou will never be mmous.”

mocking her aspirations.
The topic recently sained atten-
tion on TikTok, where a video
showeased a sereenshod of the
Facebook group alongsiche
images of Gaga's achicve
menis, including her Oscar,
13 Grammys and other ac-
colades.
The video quickly went
viral, catching the atten-
ton of Lady Gaga hersell,
[n response to the videno, she
commenied: "Some people 1
wetl to college (with) made this

way back wien. This is why yvou can’t
give up when people doubt you or put
yvou down — gotta keep soing™
Earlier this vear, foatage of her fArst
performance at Lotlapalooza resurfaced,
prompding the singer to share memories
Frommn that perlod of her career, Lady
Gaga revealed that she had put together
her own performance owthit and dealt
with technical difficulties on stage.
Despiite these carly struggles,
. her perseverance bed to
ST N
The Oscar-winning
artist will spon be scen
in the highly anticipated
“Joker” seguel, "Folie a
{ Deux,” playing Harley
uinn apposite Joaguin
Phoenix's Joker,
She hax also confirmnesd
meevy miksic, with the first
single from her seventh al
bum =et to be released soon.

-

Arab Mews J=ddah

® The Rowil Cobtural Center's Main
Theatre in Ammman, Jordan, 1s hosting
1 gala nighi presented by the Modern
Theatre Group with a performance
thiled “Cameri” Held on Sepl. 14, the
shony s an hour and W) minaites lomg
For more detills visit calendar,jo.

& The Farmer's Market al Beem

Mall, Abu Dhakd, 1= a platform for
Emniradh farmers and producers bo
shiracase their poods alongside
actvities for visitors, Children can
take part in gardenimg workshops to
bearm about planding and plant care,
recuching workshops that highlighi
sustainabality, and hand crafts wark:
shops that encourage creatovity
through hands-on projects. Held
every Fricay, Saturday, and Sumday

from 12 oo, to 3 pom untl Moy, 2,

lodqys
Number

1]

Mare than 5 milllion worship-
pers performed pravers at the
Prophet's Mosque in Madinah
last week and an estimated
EH0 B2 vikitors performed
prayvers at Rawdah, Sauwdi Press
Agency reported on Friday.

Review

Views Lounge

WAAD HUSSAIMN

Located i the sastern part of
Riyadh, Views Lounge, orjginally
from Slovakia, has quickly
become rancowned for its elogant
and relaxing atmosphene.

Durifg & recent visit, | sampled
their signature margarita,
which struck a parfect balance
betwean salty and sweeat. it
WS ik ruFre.':hi-rlg; taksE ona

classic cocktal, showcasing
the mizclogists’ commitment to
crafting uncommon beverages.
The exparence was alevated
By the 1-:-1.u1,E'u'g: plush decar and
soothing ambance, making it a
perfect spot for unwinding, albeit
at a shghtly highar price point.
The outdoor area, designed
for sports enthusiasts, provides
a sarens backdrop for watching

footbal games without the usual
rawdiness found in typlcal
aports bara,

Guests can enjoy the game
while savoring expertly crafted
drinks and appeotizers, making it
a truly engoyable exparience.

Service at Views Loungs is
another standout feature. StalT
mambers’ attentivenass adds to the
ovarall axpensnce, rraking suests
feal valued and weall carad for,

‘While the prices m.'.r!,rl.':-: iy
the higher side, the quality of
the offerings and the luaurioss
atmosphare maks [t a worthwhile
indulgenos for thase laoking to
treat themselves,

For the latest updates,
folbow them on Instagram
(Evberdis . lounge.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

Maore dedadls on abudbabseulivreae,

Bopt 14 Fajr Bunrise

® "The I..jm.Hm:-Fm'_u]nm."um.:v Mucheah 4:51 8:07
are the Imits of my world”™ is an

exhihition that encourages visitors Madinan 449 G068
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Filty percent of domestic energy should

be from natural gas and the other S0
percent should be with renewabsles
andl alternative energy sources,
Abdulaziz Almizanl
RFargsad oirariiss i Mo yvatn

ARAB NEWS Saturday, September 1§, 20024
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SAUDI ARABIA

Ablueprintfor &

carbon neutrali

The Kingdom’s strategic push for blue ammonia under Vision
2030 has positioned it as a leader in clean energy alternatives

Sulafa Alkhunalzl & Hajar
Algusayer Hiyadh

As the workd accelerates
toward cleaner energy
sovrees, Saudi Arabia

Is positioning ltself at

the forefiront of blue
ammaonia production,
which is emerging as a key
component in the global
effort to combat carbon
cimissions,

Long a ghobal leader in odl and gas,
e Ringdom now aims to lesicd

DID YOU KNOW?

»

Biue ammomra praduction
Degins with natwral gas,
miostly methans, baing
turnad Into hydrogen.

in allematve enerey, pErlicu-

HOW SAUDI ARABIA

IS TRANSITIONING
TO CLEAN

ENERGY

—

“Fifty percent should be by
natural gses and the other 50
percent shoukd be with renewy-

larky biue ammonia, which has Saudi Arabia is leading the ahles and alternative energy
the potential to drive the global cloan energy transition sources, hydrosen, and blue
hydrozen economy and decar- through large-scale arnrmonia.” he said.
bongze hard-to-ahate sectors investment in biue ammonia, Im aclekitbon, Sauudd Arabia i=
i crucial for decarbonizing : s T LY
Bdue ammoa, or NH3, isa addopiing the: circular carbon
: 3 hard-to-abate sectors like AR i

versatile chemical compoand shipping and aviation. economy model to manage an

traditicnally used in agricuktore

as fertilizer, as well as in various & The Kingdom aims for

redliice embsbons, ncorporating
what are known as the “4Rs"

industral processes. However, ks 50 percent of its energy — Teduce, reuse, recycle, and

appeal as a clean eneregy spurce is - to coma from natural gas PETIOVE.

ealning momeniom. and 50 percent from clean As part of this effort, the
The production of hlue sources, including blue Rimgdom is investing n carbon

amimonda mvolves capluring the

ammonia, by 2030,

carbon dioxide emissions gener-
ated during its manufacture,
thereby reducing its environ-

| Aramcs and Ma sden
already pionesred

Srave

capture, utilzation, anc storag:
technodogies to remove CO2 and
convert it into useful products.
Almizani highlighted Saudi

carbon-neutral ammaonia e :
mpervial et exparts, making significant Aramco’s role In ponecring
Saudl Arabb’s pivod o blue strides in supporting the these technolosies, including the
armmionia is part of its broader global hydrogen economy. launch of a praject that trans-

Wishom 2030 reform agenda to
et s renewable enerey
Ccapacity.

Under Vision 2030, Saud
Arabia aims (o penerate hall of its
enerey needs from renewables
ancl alfernative sowroes by the
et of the decade,

The Kingdom will transition

to natural gas and renewabide
enerey sources in equal parts by
200, Abdulaziz Almizani, head
o sustalmsabdliny in renewable
enerey and clicular econoiny at
the Roval Commuassion for Rivadh
City, todd Arab News.

formmis CO2 into methanol.
Sauecli Arameo has already

become a key player m promobing
the hydrogen economy, having
shipped the world's first carbomn-
neutral ammonda to Japan n
200, Furthermore, the Saud
Arahian Mining Co., or Ma'aden,
recently exported L3S 000 tons of

|
] !
Ll
Onge the hydrogen is produced,
T is combined with nitrogen
rom the air) to madke
s, which can be
~ umad ns fertilizer or o
cléan enerpy source
WHAT IS SMR?
Steam methans reforming is the
most widely used method for
biue ammonia production, which
uges fossll-based natural gas as

Ammonia is an inorganic
chemical compound of

nitrogen and hydrogen.

E EI'-':.:-. "-."1':

[ N
L le
"'-‘u;l'__'g;'lﬂ-.'-"'

s
L8

2 This precass relsases carbon

dioxide, a gresnhouss gas
iIAnto the atrmdSpibere.

B mrmamei i e ks
ol =ruciiee

itz feadstock,

WHAT IS5 BLUE AMMOMNIA
Blue ammonia & a compoaund
made from nitro and blue

hydrogen derived from natural
gas feadstocks, with the CO2
byproduct from ydrogen
production captured and stored.

The ©O2 s then saptured
3 and either storad under-
ground or used in othor
ndustries, reducing
its iImpact on the
SNVIiroEment

blue ammonia to Sodth Koo,

Diespate Lhe hogh cost of progioe-
tion and the need for techno-
kegical adaptation, Almizani is
opptitmistic that the oosts associ-
atec] with blae amrmonda will
eventually decrease, making it
mode acoessible and scalabde,

As hluse arvmonia production
seales up and technological
advancements make it more ooet-
effective, Saudi Arabia is well-
positioned to emerge as a world
beadder i this erttical area of clean
enerey, offering & blueprnt for
obiver nations sceking bo trans-
tion away from fossil fucls.

Always pause at the commas — it allows you to reflect

HASSAN BIN YOUSSEF YASSIN

urtles have been around for

200 million vears — a festa-

ment to how well adapted

to this planet they are.

But over the past century

o human progress, their
numbeers have dwindbed.

Perhaps if turtles had developed the
ability to fly, to run, or dash underwater,
they would ned be quite as endangered as
they are today,

Indeed. we humans, who have been
around for just 200,000 vears, have
discovered wayvs to fly through the air,
speed] over lamd, and propel oueselves
underwater, Our adaplive minds have
allowed us to evolve quickly, sefting us
apeart from other species,

As humans leapfrogged ahead, we

began to compete with nature itseli. We
drink water that has been converted from
seawater, grow crops immune to pests and
discases, and study distant planects that
could some day be a new home.

The pace of human innovation and
progress appears to have no limits, making
us feel as though we are perfectly in
conirel. Bul as we rmish to read the nexi
sentence, we occasionally forget 1o pase
for the Cotmmas,

Indeed., in grammar, commas allow us to
consider more deeply what came before,
and what may come after.

The Industrial Revolution gave us sieam
and combustion engines that powened
mass production and connected whole
continents. I brought electric lights to
outr homes and mass communications,

Hasasn Din vYoussed Yasain
T WO e s by welth Soud
peimieum mirisien, headed

The Saud informathoen Offacd
Warshdegion, and Gorved wWith

Tha Aral Leagnoss ohaara

dairgasion to B UK

allowing us to cooperate at a planedary
lewvil.

Today we have supersonic planes,
rochets carrying humans into space, life-
extending medicines, amnd every comfon
or ancestors could only have dreamed of.

Baxt for all our great achicvements, could
we humans be the authors of our own
destruction?

Thie fosstl Muels we have buarmed, our

rapacious explortation of natiiral resolimes,

the waste and pollution that are byprod-
ucts of our overconsumption, and the
destabilization of systems that nature has
relied an for hundreds of millions of years
mean we not only risk destroving the
world's hiodiversity, but also ourselves.

Had we learned o peaiise al every comemi,

wie conld hive seen this coming, But we

are in such a hurry that we race through
EVETY senlence,

The turtle, with its slow pace, siopping
at every comma, has withstood the test of
tirme because i s so well adapted, living in
harmony with its ecosystem and perpeto-
ating the slow march of its species. Only
humans have managed o endanger its
continuity,

I arm naal sill i:|'|p; W s ||t:|:-|,1r|||-' ey
like turtles. But I believe we musl pause
and take a step back to consider the impact
of progress that we have so far overlooked.

Frogress means allowing human
mgenuity to advance while respecting the
wiorld that sustains us. 5o ket us pause at
the commas, take some time (o process
evenls, and then move ahead more
respoansibly,
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VISION 2030

Exhibition to meet
rise in demand for
interior design fit-outs

INDEX Saudi Arabia 2024 taking place from Sept. [7-19 in Rivadh

Roshid Hassan Shyadh

INDEX Saudi Arabla 2024
will take place Sepl. 17-19 al
the Rivadh Front Exhibition
and Conference Center to
meet the significant rise in
demand for interior design
lit-outs in the Kingdom.

INDEX Sauch is the Kingdoms
leading interior design, furniture
andd  fi-out  trade event where
nlerior  bramds meel  inderior
dhesigmers, refadlers, distnbutors,
and fit-out comtractors,

The rising numiser of real estate
prgecis for retall, commercial,
lreesgitality, anmd resiclential progser-
ties, along with government initia-
tives to boost infrastructure as part
of Visbon 2040, are driving demand
in the Saudi interiors market.

Giga-projects such as Trogena,
The Line, Sindalah, Dirivah (Gate,
the Red Sca Development progect,
King Abdublah Economic Ciry, and
cdbiers are attracting varoas inter-
mational and regronal mteror and
fit-oant designers.

“GGiven the diverse range of

intertor design projects foelling
demand, [NDEX Ssudi Arabda
is a perfect platform to forge
inviluable connections,  strilke
lucrative deals, and stay  at
the forefromt of the industry”

HIGHLIGHT

The rising number of real estate
projects for retall, commercial,
hospitality, and residential
properties are driving demand

confirms lasmeet Bakshi, vice
president of design and hospi-
tality al dmg events, which is
organizing INDEX Saudi Arabia.

[his years exhibition is packed
with new features, including two

conferences INDEX Design Talks
and Workspace Summii — taking
place for the flrst time I Saudi
Arabia — whiere over 120 speakers
wikl share thedr wisdom inspecially
curated sessions.  Sauchi Arabia’s
initiative o entice intemational
businesses  with §is  regional
headguarters - program s also
gaining traction, Over 10 inter-
national companies were allowed
b move their regional offices to
saudi Arabia in the first quarter
of 2024, a stagrering 477 percent
increase from the previouws year.

From remote collaboration
toals and augmented reality in
the workplace to the nise of artif-
cial intellipence and automa-
tion., INDEX Saudi Arabia will
cover it all,

Enterialnment The Gulf Theater Festival, hosted in Rivadh R
[rom Sep. 10-17, showeased the Emirati play ‘Ashoulak.” The festival
strengthens cultural ties between countries of the GCC,

BURGEONING INDUSTRY

Saudi fashion investiment offerings in London

SPA Rigadh

The Saudi Fashiom Commissbon
will lasmch an investment tour in
London on Twesday, in collabo-
ration with the nation’s Cultural
Development Fund and Mimistry
of Imvestment.

The tourr, which coincides with
the conelusion of London Faslibon
Week, will offer opportunities for
vestors seeking a stake in the
nation's burgeoning ndustry.

The venue 15 The Twenty Two

located in the Mayfair area, which
15 chose to the primary London
Fashion Week activities, the Sandi
Press Agency reported on Friday.

The tour = a part of the commis-
spof's  ongoing endeavors o
mmprove and simplify acoess to the
fashion sector, particularly by the
private sector,

It aligns with the oljectives
of the Coltural Development
Fund, which aims to posibon the
Kingdom as a ghobal leader in arts
ancl culture,

The event will feature discus-
sioms with representatives of mter-
meational and local myvestors.

A report said v May that Sadi
Arabla’ fashion indusiry & set o
post a cumetlative annual growth
of 45 peroent rom 2021 to 2025
as the Ringdom diversifics ils
economy. The Small and Medinm
Enterpeises At lorty
sabd that Saudi Arabia’s Fashion
Commuis=ton is playving a crucial role
in badlding a more robust coosystem
o propel the sector’s growth.

Cémieral

1 heSpace

oo Fake perfumes
can pose real risks

DR, BADER BIN SAUD

n 2006, tha Hollywood fm “Perfume: The
Story of a Murderar” was raleased, basad
an a 1886 novel h:,r Garman author Patriok
Suskind,

Both the book and the fitm tell the story
af Jean-Baptiste, who was borm in a fish
market in Paris in 17783

He had an extracrdinary sense of smedl that
allowed him to percelve all scents except his
own. He used this ability to create a unique
perfume by capturing the scents of baautiful
women whom he subseguently murders,

Jean-Baptiste bottles this fragrance,
caling It "Magical Love.” The parfume casts
a romantic spell over amyone who inhales |t
making tham act as iff hypnotized,

This conoept is somewhat
gimilar to what ks known as
pharomonea perfumes, derived
from the secretions of insects,

8@
The Sandi perfume market

millllon ($3.4 millllon), but In the end, he backed
aut far unclaar reasons,

it is undaoubtedly a profitable businass —
otherwise multitalented entrepreneur Elon
Musk would not have ventured into it. In late
2022, he launched his own parfuma, Burmt
Hair, priced at §100 per bottle. He managed
to sell more than 20,000 bottles within just
a few days, with sales excesding $2 milllon,
according to his statemant at the tima,

The global parfume industry is vast and
enticing, with revenues in 2022 estimated
at more than $53.2 billion, The largest share
balongs to the US, which alone accounts for
arcund $8.14 billlon in sales.

Meanwhila, the Saudi parfume market is
expariencing a boom, with its
value reaching $1.8 billlon in
2023, and expectad to grow to
$2.6 billion by 2032,

However, experts have isexpericncing a boom. Saudi perfume companies
debunked the idea that withits value reaching are axporting thedr products to
SLS billion in 20023,

pharomones can have such a
powarful effect on humans,

and their use in commearcial perfumes is often
exaggerated for marketing purposes,

The previous axample is guite similar to
tha trend of “Insplred perfumes,” which have
beoome popular in Saudi Arabia. The term
“inspirad” is used to sidestep the fact that
these products are essentially imitations,
although their oreators openly admit this.

Thn'_ll claim that their products are inspired
by international perfume brands, Some
influencers proudly boast about their "inspired”
perfumes, whether It s niche parfurmeas for the
waalthy or designer fragrances for those with
limited indomeas,

However, ong individual broke the norm by
betting with ancther person that his initation
parfurme was onginal. The bet reached SR10

nearly 35 countries worldwidea,
and are astablishing
themseles as trusted brands in the traditional
perfume and incense market.

Meanwhile, inspired and counterfeit
parfumes attempt to mimic the scents of
global brands. They often resort to foreign
online stores to bypass local regulatory
hurdles, such as the preapproval reguired
by the Food and Drug Authority for parfume
manufacturing,

Counterfeit producers typically analyze
the composition of the original perfume in a
spacialized laboratory and then replicats
it for salks.
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Technology

Balsam index
o evaluate

Arabic Al models

The King Salman Global
Academy for Arabic Languape
hias launched the Balsam
lrwcdex, & ool for evaluating and
meestiring Arabéc lage language
meiels. The launch took place
on Friday during the 3rd Global
Al Summit in Rivadh,

The Balzam index, developed
in partnership with the Saudi
Drata amd Al Authority and
international collabarators,
aims 1o “set global benchmarks
for psessing Al model=
i Arabic language tasks.”
according io a press release.,

SPA Riyadh

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Support

hsrelielrestores
hope for mine
victims in Yemen

The Ringdoan’s aid agency
ESrelied has been a beacon
of hope for mine viciims in
Y EmerT.

Thrmugh i= Prosthetic Limbs
and Rehabilitation Centerin
Aden, the organization has
prowided essential services Lo
thousands of mdividuals affected
by the devastating conflict.

[n the sixth phase of the
pragect, from September
202 to June 2024, the
center provided prosthetic
limhis, orthotic devices, and
phy=iotherapy to 2,961 patients.
SPA Aden

Awareness drive

Border Guards
hold exhibition

inJeddah

The General Directorate of
Border Guards in the Maklkah
region is organizing an
awareness exhibition — “A
Tafay Withoul Vialators" — al
Rl Sea Mall in Jeddah from
Sept. 12-146.

The event will radse awareness
abxoant the mportance of adhering
o border security and residency
laws, a5 well a5 reporting violators
el 1oy the security, health, social
AT ECOmomic GHESSenoes
of their presence, such as dnig
smugeling, trafficking and the
sprcad of various crimes.

SPA Jaddah

. Faollow frah News Brlefs all through the day @ArmbNews
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Saleh Fareed J=ddah

Stunning Images of
three retired alrplanes
mounted atop trailer
trucks being transported
rom Jeddah to Rivadh
has created a buzz on
soclal media.

From a man enjoying gahwa on
a traditional carpet on the side
ol The road toa group of children
giving the aircrafl a saluie on
its final journey, the inkages are
capluring a new (urn in the life
of the aircraflt.,

The airplanes, which werne
retired from  Saudia Airlines
between 200168 and 207, were
transporied tigh
seCurty, covernng a distance of
more than B850 km from Jeddah
to Madinah, then to Qassim, and
ultimately to Rivadh.

Large crowds of locals
gathered to witness the unusnal
sight, During thelr former
service with Saudia, the Boelng
ir-200ER  meoslels  carred
3] passengers In three-class
cabins.

According to the General
Entertainment .1|.I|I|'|-:|I'II'_-.'. five
refired aircrafl m total  wall
be converted into shops and
restaurants and used for TS TG
mteraclive  experiences for
adults and childrem as part of
the Boulevard Runway project,
which is being carried oot
in collaboration wiith  Saodia
Alrlimes,

The authortys  chairman,
Turki Alalshik, launched a
campaign, “Where Are They?

Please Let Me Enow”™ to
document and follow the planes
an the way to Kiyvadh,

The campalgn
locals 1o share mages of the

Lneder

ENCTHIERREES

agircraft throughout the road
irip.

Alalshik
competition, with a luxury car
as the prize, for the best photo-
graph of the planes.

Many people who learned
abaoat the final vovage gathered
oft the side of the highway to
Hiyadh.

“We have scen large airplancs
transporting trucks and vehicles
from one place o another,
but here we have videos and
photos where a truck is actually
CArTying airpdanes. I 18 1ol
something thalt we normally

s launched a

FINAL DESTINATION

Bon voyage: Retired airplanes

Li =4 vl Lj.iJ I-.|J
FEFRERRE EFEEER [

P RERERERERERRE . T

ree 0omn ol roads” said Ahmed
Al-Shalaan from Rivadh on X,
The ferrving of the aircrall
has led to
maments caught on

e hie
AT

IR

as  people  documented  their
encounters with the unusual
motorcade, It also created traflic
jams ax motorisis driving down

the highways were awestrack al

the sight of the planes,

Many slowed down and some
slOppd 10 fake p]m[-::-;r.'u:lhe- il
selhes wilth the apcrall in the
background.

“This is quile a unique exper-
ence, Which we rmarely see in
curr Nifetimee, T think that s why
peeope dire crowiding o see i”
sald Abdulsalam Al-Ahmad from
Madinah om X.

i Thursday, residents in
Umm Aldome inm Taff were
treated o an unusual sight as
the aircraft arrived in their small
povwn amwd a special breakfas
wits organized for the drivers in

ake Jeddah to Riyadh road trip

850 km journey sparked social media campaign to capture the unusual sight

HIGH
LIGHTS

& Soudi
Gieneral
Entertainment
Authority's
chalrrman,
Turki Alalshik,
launched a
campalgn,
"Where Are
They? ... Please
Let Me Know,
to document
and follow the
planes on the
way to Riyadh.,

. 'I"h-u:l' covered
a distance

af more than
BS0O km from

Jeddah to
Madinah, then
to Qassim, and
ultimu.‘tu-l:; to

Riyadh,

celebration of their arrival,

Abdullah Al-Omair, a local,
said on X: “It is a historical day
hiere in Umim Alclommee and we are
s0 happy to sec the gant aircrafi
passing by our town"

Hajiaj AlZahranmi, head of
the transporting team, spoke
(o medsa in the tovwm and saick
“This journey has been amazing
and what we have witnessed on
the road was incredibly amazing.

“Teslcdeni= of all clities we have
been through have been ver
penermis with us and they did
everyihing 1o make the jourmey

sy [or us”

Afahan Axle Jecon

sanich actor Abdulaziz Al-Qahitand,
13, who has been an ambassackor
for the Saudi Summer Program
2024, has brourhl an intense
passion and energy to the role.

With a marked |y
APPEArANCES 11 coanercials and
TV senes, Al-Qahtant’s journey
from actor to amhbassador
hizhlizhis a decp connection to
his cultura] moof= and comomit-
ment o promoting the country
edobally.

Al-Qahtani told Arabh News:
“I've alwavs loved performing
[ staried by achng m ads for
big brands Like Inbmit Cars,
Al-Hajhi Bank and Aramoo. These
opporturities  allowed me o
explore cifferent fcets of acting
andd Danld a sofid foundation
in the mdustry.”

BEE ERpEr e
campaigns for the munistnes of

CAlY™ e

ivicludes

health and environment, water
and agriculture, as well as the
M isk Foundation.

His scling caredsr s bDetn
marked by outstanding perfor-
mances  in series  incloding
“Al-Deek Al-Azraq” and “Orim."

Al-Qahtanis wpcoming  flm,
“Shall™ has peneriled
considerable exciement among
his fans. “Acting is my real passion
. FPowing up, my culture deeply

16 ]

1% o special chanee o
share the beauty and
diversity of our
Couniry’s summer
expericnces with
the world. 1 take

this role very
serionsly and am
dedicated to making

the most of it.
Abdulaziz Al-Qahtani

Saud oo

HISING SUN

Saudi boy, 10, shines as summer ambassador

indlusenced the roles I chose, T Fesel
fortunate to work on projects
that resonate with my heritage
andl bring our stories o life”
Transihionimg to his role as
the ambassador for the Sawds
summer  Program,  Al-Qahtani
conslders it an  honor  amd
respotssibility
“I'm thnlled ... it's a special
chance to share the beauwty
and diversity of our country’s
summer experiences with the
world, [ take this rode wery
seripusly and am dedicated to
raking the most of it he
e,
As part ol s duties,
Al-Qahtani has boen
touring Saudi Arabia,
exploring various
ST TR flestinations
andd participating in local
events
Ab-Caltani
“Every place [ wvisil

garlel:

has its own uniopie Charm. Boulke-
vard City in Rivadh & mcredibdy
dynamic, while Jeddah Corniche
offers a beautiful Mend of sea and

Y,

Abvha, where I grew up, holds a
special place in my heart, and I'm
always excited to share ils beauty
with otlers"

bl ulariz
A-QadTtani's
Jpourmay from actor
to amboassador

highliphts n desp
CoNNEG ton to

SvpyAs=i

Cne of the stancdoul moments
of his tour was attending the
King Cup final in Jeddah. “It was
a significant event, and repre-
senting  the
there was a solroe of mimense
pride for me. It felt bhike a
perfect blend of sports  and
cultural celebration.”

EELEINEIRES i:ll1 Mt LI

A ]|.:|r||.-|':|.|:|.|'|:|' mermorakhe
experience for him was meeting
Skl Arabias Toursm Minister
Ahimed Al-Bhateeh in Asir. The
mesting offered  Al-Qahtami
msighis imio the ongoing ciforts
to0 boost the Ringdom's tourism
sector,

"Meéeting the
an  invaluable experience;” he
saicl. 1 fearmed a lot abowt the
sirategies and initatives aimed
al promoting tourtsm in Saodi
Arabia. It was inspiring to sec the
commitment and vision behind
these efforts”™

Thinng RIS
Al-Qathtarn held a kite adoried
with the program’s bogo and
Al-Khateeb  drew a picture
symbolizing summer on 6. “(It)
was & spechl moment Tor me, T
felt fke a meaningiul conmection
to the program and underscored
the collaborative spirit of this
inatEative”

I|I]I|.|!"|1I|_'] Wi

e rnctiidn,
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GRAVE RISKS

Hezbollah targets two
military bases in Israel

e 20 rockets launched toward northern city » Waming of more drone strikes against settlements

MNajia Houssorl Helout
Hezbollah lnunched a

swarm ol assault drones
on Filon Base — the
headguarters of Israel's
210th Divislon — and

its warchouses in the
southeast ol Safed on Friday.

This ks the second attack on the
northern Israeli city of Safed in
less than 12 hours,

Flezholdbih said it had “targeted
the positions and ocations of
the base's soldicrs and officers,
striking them directly”

[=raelil media cutlets confirmed
the attack., stating that “20
rockets were launched [rom
Lebanon toward Safacd.”

This came hours after Isracli
raids om Friday morning that
targeted several houses in Bint
Jbeil, the largest city in the area
of the lsrael-Lebanon border,
The Impact of the explogions
destroved  some  residential
buildings and caused damage to
other stmectures.

The lsraeli army also raided
the outskirts of Yaroun and Alta
Al-Shaab, with heavy artillery
targeting the forests of Alma
Al-Shaab and the outskirts of
Klarshouba.

Isracli foroes also  targeted
two motorcycles in Mabatich on
Thursday night, Killing three
people, including a four-year-
ald child identified as Mehdi
Mubarak, alomg with his father,
Sadeq Mubarak from Markaba,
and Saped Mustafa, Hexbollah
announced,

Hezhollah immediately
responded by targeting a major
alr-defense base In Safad with
doens of Ratyusha missiles,
setting parts of it ablaze and
leading fo a complete  power
outage in Safad and nearby areas.
Aroumnd 50,000 settlers fled o
shelters alter hearing the sound
of sirens, accorhing to Israeh
meidiia outlets.

European amd US calls Lo
prevent the expansion of war
in Lebanon have yet to have
any effect.

In his Friday sermon, the head
al Hezbollahs Shariah Council,
Sheitkh Mohammed Yazbek,
saidl “An eyve for an cye, a tooth
for a tooth, and the initiator is
the ageressor”

He added: “Hezbollah stands
up to the lsraeli attacks, the
monsirous  amwl  destructive
bombing of howses, and killing
ol civilians, by launching rocket
and drone operations against

Smoke risas nenr tha border
after Hezbollnh fired projectiles
toward northarn Israsl. Heuters

more settlements.”

Yazbek  highlighted “the
Israeli escaliion” and sadd that
Hezballah “is  [olly  prepared
fo teach I=rael a lesson it has
nol dreamesd of, and won't stop
before the attack against Gaza
stops.”

lsracli media outlets reported
on Thursday night that the US
presidential envoy o Lebanon
and Israel, Amos Hochstem, will
head to lsrael with a message
calling for it to avold "carrving
ol an expanded military opera-
tion in Lebanon™

The Lebanese authorities have
vel to recelve confirmation of
whether Hochsteln intends 1o
visit Hedrud.

According o Information
International, the death todl from
confrontations on the southern
fromt between Oct, 8, 2023, and
the morming of Sept. 13, 2004,
was G206,

Among them are 431 Hezbollah
members and 97 civilians. A
total of 2050 homes have been

destroyed, 1,800

homes have been  partilly
destroved, amd aroumd 8,000

completely

homes have suffered minor
damage, while more than
Noo0D0D peoe have  been

displaced, with many [loging
their livelithoods,

Meanwhile, UN  Humani-
tarian Coordinator for Lebanon

Imrmn Riza issued a statement

FASTFACT

UN Humanitarian Coordinator
for Lebanon mran Riza
announced the allocation of

£24 milllon as an ald pachage
from tha Lebanon Humanitaran

Fund 'to support the country's
most vulnerable groups.'

announcing the allocation of 524
million as an awd package from
the Lebanon Humanitarian Fund
“to support the country™s most
vialnerable groups, and address
the needs of those affected by the
ecscalating hostilitics in southem
Lebanon”™

Riza saicl: “As the escalation
of hostilities in south Lebanon

drage on longer than we had
hoped, #1 has led o lurther
displacement and decpened the
already critical needs. The long:
berm consequences on vidner-
able groups are  particulary
worrying — schools are closing,
healthcare services are under
girain, and basic services are
being stretched thin”

He continued: "We are
allocating these funds from the
LHF at a time of unprecedented
challenges, Lebanon s grappling
with multiple crises, which have
overwhelmed the country's
capacity to cope. Despite our
best efforts, only 25 percent
of our annual appeal has been
met. We urgently call on the
international community  for
T SAEROTL.

“The LHF has allowed us to
support over 200,000 people,
but this is still far from enough.
Without sufficient funding, we
are not only Hmited in sddressing
those immediate neaeds bt also
risk weakening our prepared-
ness cfforts and our capacity to
aclclress the other urpent crises
Lebanon is curmently facing.”

The LHF clanfied that the

new  funding will  “provide
urpent suppori o these in
need, Including fond, shelter,

healthcare, WasSH and protec
tion. Specifically, S0 million
from the LHF will be directed
toward cmergency relicf for
those affected by the hostilities
in wouth Lebanon.

“Additionally, 3513  million
will be allocated to support
vitlnerable communitics across
Lebanon, and the remaining
SI million will be dedicated
o empowering  local NGOs,
enhancing  their ability 1o
respond effectively to the multi-
faceted crisis.”

In November 20023, In response
te the escalation of hostilitics
on Lebamnon's southern border,
the LHF allocated 541 million
1o sipport advanced prepared-
ess and immeddiate response
eforts for those displaced and in
need. This response was further
bolstered in Febroary, when
the UN% Central Emergency
Response  Fund  allocated an
additional £ million to address
the wrgent needs of  volmer-
able populations, particularly in
southem Lebanon.

GAZA CRISIS

Hamas
chief
Sinwar
thanks
Nasrallah

Jor groups

solidarity

Reuters Sairis

Hamas chief Yehya Simwar
thanked the leader of Lebanon's
Hezbollah, Savyved — Hassan
Nasrallah, for his group's
support in the conflect with smel,
Hezbollah said om Friday, in the
first reported message since Sinwar
became Hameas beader in August,

Hezhollah has been  waging
altacks on lsrael for nearly a year
in a conflict across the Letsanese-
Isrieli border that has been taking
pace: i paradle] o the Gaza war,

Hezbollah says its attacks aim to
support the Palestindans.

“Your blessed actions  have
expressed vour solidarity on the
fromis of the Axis of Resisdance,
supporting and cngaging in the
battle” Simwar told Nasrallah,
according to Hezbaollah's Al-Manar
broadcaster,

Simwar has not appearcd in
public since the Oct. 7 attacks,
anc 15 widely thought o be
running the war from tunnels
bernzath Gaxa.

Your blessed actions have

cxpressed your solidaricy
on the fronis of the Axis

of Hesistance, supporting
and engaging in the batile.

It was the second time he is
reporied to have sent a letter this
werk,

Hamas saicl on Tuesday he had
senl one congratulating Algerian
President Abdulmadjsd Tebboune
ot his reelection.

Hezbollah is the most powerful
faction in an allance of Iran-
ba: Ked groups known as the Axes
et Reskstance, which has  also
entered the fray with attacks from
Yemen amd Img o support of
Hamas during the Gaza war.

In the early davs of the conflict,
formeer Hamas  beader HKhabed
Meshaal hinted af frestrition over
the scale of Heesbollah's mier-
vention, thanking the group but
saving, “The battle requires more "

Over the last vear, Israel has
kKilled around 500 Hezbollah
fizhters, including its top military
commatcker Fouad Shulkr.

Yahya Sinwar

UPROAR

Mother,
relalives

charged over
child’s killing

Reuters Diyartsakln, Turblye

A Turkish court has jailed
pending irial the mother and
brother of a murdered elghi-
vear-old gid whose body  was
found n a sack hidden umnder
rocks in a case that hommifed the
nation and triggersd protests

gince her disappearance  three
wocks ago.

Prestdent Tayyip Erdogan has
sald he would seek the most
severe punishment o those
responstble for the death of Narin
CGuran, whose body was found
in a village near Divarbakir, the
largest city in southeast Turkive.

Prossescutors al a Dryvartbakir courd
charged the grls mother amd
brother with participating in the
mirder, while six people, mchading
an uncle and cousins, were charged
wiLh destroving evidence,

Amother uncle was earlier
charged with murder.

Political parties and women's

groups have held protests in
various cibies across Turkive to
demand justice for Guran, whose
murder triggered an outpouring
o shock on soctal media, mainky
because of the
relatives allegedly imvolved In
her killing.

Griran wenl missing on Aug

miimber  of

21 fromn her village, some 10 km
soatth of Dayvarbakir,

Her body was found in a sack
hidden under rocks in a nearby
sIFEAm On Sepl 8.

It was not clear how she was
killed, but media reports said the
autopsy reveabed she had lesions
o her neck.
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AFP Raal

When powerful thunderstorms
hit Moroocos arld south, they
brought  deadly  floods and
provided some relief to farmers
as the country grapples with its
worst drought in nearly 40 yvears.
The torrentkal rains at the
weekend  riggered  Hoosds
that killed at least 18 pesople 1n
areas af southern Morooro thai
siracdle the Sahara Desert.
While the rain was devastating
in part, i also brought some
relief to farmers growing crops
lilke almonds, dates, and cereals,
“These rains will brng a

breath of fresh air” to the south,

saidl  apronomist Mohammed
Taher Srair.

“Bad it has not  rained
elsewhere, and the country

remains under a heavy struc-
tural droughi.”

According to  Lhoussaine
Youahd, spokesman for Moroc-
cos  General
hMeteorolomy, the sl
rainfall resulted from a tropical
air mass shifting northward,

Experts say climatle change
makes extreme weather, such
a5 storms and droughts, more
frequent and intense,

Maroceo 15 ofe of the workd's

Mrectorate  al

DISASTER WARNING

Deadly floods bring relief to Moroccan farmers

masl  water-siressed nations,
with frequent droughts affecting
a third of the population
employed in agricalure,

Near areas of the northwest

Eaports
say climate

chaunge makes
exrtrame

weaathar, such
af sbarma and

droughts.

File/AFP

African country  lashed by
the weekend's rain, water
levels in dams have risen, and
eroiilwater 15 expected to be

replienisled.

The four Draa Cuwed Noun
dams, which supply areas
impacted by the floods in the
Duarzazale reglon, saw water
fevels increase by 19 percent
o 1891 million cubic meters,
gecording to Youssef Hen
Hamou, director of the agency
managing the barrages.

The region of Ouarzazate,
located in Morocoo's south, sits
between the Atkintic Ocean, the
Allas Mountains, and the Sahara.

Waler lewvels of the large
Dparzazate dam climbed o G2
million cubic meters, roughly
70 percent of its capacity, while
bevels at the Fask daim rose by 10

miflion cubic meters in just 24
hours,

“The rains have proved to be
a boon for the region becanse
these reserves will be able to
ensure drinking water supply,
which remains a pricrity,” said
Ben Hamol

Mohammed Jalll, a water
resolurces  consultant,  sadd
the downpours would help o
replenish soll saturation bevels,
although that usually reguires
rainfall overtime after a long
drought.

“This will bring respite to the
oases, particularly for agricul-
e, he said.

HEALTHY CAUSE

aza polio vaccination drive
a ‘massive success: WHO

Fresh campaign to provide a needed second dose is due to begin in about four weeks

AFP Seneen

The WHO chief has halled
the success of the first phase
of a glant polio vaccination
campaign n war-ravaged
Craza aflter more than
SG0,000 children received

a first dose.

“This is 8 massive steccess amidst
a tragic daily realily of hife acmss
the Gaza Strip,” Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said on X, formerly
Twitter.

Disease has spread with Gaea
Iving in ruins and the majority
oof its 2.4 milhon residents foroed
to fee their hinmes doe to Israel’s
military assaunlt — often taking
refige in cramped and unsani-
lary conditions,

After the first confirmed podio
case I 25 vears, 4 massive viascck-
nation efort began on Sept. |,
largeting al least 20 percent
of children under 10, aided by
localized “humanitarian pauses”
in fghting.

The campaigns [irst phase,
which hrst brought vacoines to
children in central Gaza, then
the south, and finally to the
hardest-to-reach north of the
termitory, wrapped up Thursday.

A fresh campaisn o provide
a needed second dose s due
o begn In aboul fowar weeks
in Gaza, besieged for over 1
manths

“We admire all the health
teams who conducted this
commplex operation,” Tedros said,
alsn volcing gratitude to the
families for turning out in droves

Palestintnn medics administer palie vaccines to children at the Al-Daraj nelghborbeod clinkc in Gaza Clty. ATF

to  wvaccinate their children
agalnst polio,
Poliovirus i highly  infec-

tious, most often spread through
sewage and contaminated water.
It can cause deformities and
paralysis and is potentially fatal.

It mainly allfects  children
under the age of five

WHO  has  halled  that

BACRGROUND

After the first confirmed polic
case in 25 years, A massive
vaccination effort bagan on
Sept 1, targeting at least 90
parcent of children under 10.

area-specific humanitarian
panises were respected, allowing
the campaign 0 go  ahead,
and has wrged a broader hall
in fighting to help establish
humanitarian corridors and the
delivery of desperately needed
ald  throughout  the
termitory.
“Imagine

War-lorm

what could he

achieved with a oceasefire!™
Tedms sald,

The war in Gaza was sparked
by Hamas's Oct, T attack. Israel’s
retaliation has killed at least
41118 peopde in Gaza, according
fo the territory's Health Mindstry.

The UUN human nghts office
says most of the dead have been
women oF childeen.

CONFLICT

Israeli
mililary
says il acted
againsi
largelsin
Syria

Reuters Jecundberm

The mvilitary
Friday that over the course of
the weelk, it had acted m Syria
geninst targeis, just days after
Syrian  state media reported
Tsraell airstrikes Killed 16 people
in western Svria amd wounded
dozens more.

“In southernm Syria, the IDF
targeted several terrorists who
were advancing terror activities
against Isracl” a statement from
the military said on Friday,

The Israell military rarely
comments on allegations  Lhat
it acts i Syria and declined to
comment on a New York Times
repart that lsraeli special forces
ridded a4 weapons  meanofac-
turing  site near the Syria-
Lebanon border on Sunday,

On  Sunday, the Syrian
regimes news agency SANA
reparted that Isracl launched
the sirikes on "a number of
military sites in the central
region” without elaborating on
what was struck,

A war monitor sad on Friday
that Isracli forces helicop-
tered into Syria davs ago and
destroved an underground
mis=ile production Gcility budld
under lranian  supervision,
with two US media outlets also
reparting the rid.

Syrian authorities said 18
people were killed in Isracli
sirikes on "military sites” in
Hama province’s Masvafl area,
while the Svrian Observalory
for Human Rights war monitor
reparted 27 dead.

el gwald an

SECURITY ROW

US blames Iran-linked group for attack on Iraq diplomatic compound

AFP Baghdad

The 1S Embassy in g an Friday
blarmed Iran-linked groups for an
attack this week on a US daplo-
matikc compound at Baghdad
atrpont, warmimg 1 retained the

right to self-defense.

An  explosion  mocked  the
compeained  focated  within  the
perimeter of Baghdad Interna-
tional Arport late on Tuesday
night. A senior military  official
sapl if was caused by twao

Ratyusha-type rockets.

The U5 Embassy in Baghsad said
in a =tatement sseed on Friday
that the #ttack was “inibated by
Iran-aligned militia groaps which
operate Mreely in I

It suid there were no casalties

at the facility, which is atiached
i the 1S Embassy and provides
logistical support  ancd  medical
services, among other things,

The attack oocurred amad rising
regonal tenstons over the Gaza
wilr amd shortly abead of a visit by

Iranian President Masoud Pezesh-
kiam to [rag.
In s statement, the US

Embassy said Iraq had “repeat-
edly commitied to profecting
cliplomatic anel
US military personnel in the

Imikssians”

couniry "at the govermment of
Irac’s invitation.”

“We again call on the govern-
menl of Irig, as we have done
of TNy occasions, to profect
chipomatie and coalition partner
persanne] and acilities" it added
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DIPLOMACY

Bangladesh urges India to
keep Hasina ‘quiet’ in ‘best
interest of bilateral ties

Busted Bangladeshi PM is in India, with

which she enjoyed close ties during 15-year rule

Shahalb Sumicn Lok

For the sake of bilateral
relatlons, India should
influence Bangladeshs ¢x-
PM Sheikh Hasina (o “Keep
quiet,” Dhaka's top diplomat
said, as the onsted prime
minister continued to give
instructions from her exile
In New Delhi.

After 15 straight vears in power,
Hasina resigmed and fled to neigh-
horing India on Aug. 5, forced out
by weeks of student-led rallies
and a nationwide uprising in the
walke of a police crackdown on
demonstrators that left hundreds
of people dead.

In the following days, parlia-
ment was dissolved, and a new
temporary  administration  was
appointed, with Nobel Prize-
winming cconomist Muhammad
Yunus at the helm.

With the new povermment
in office, Hasina hepd making
political remarks from  Inedia
and official calls o her party
supporters. She akso demanded
a “thormugh investigation™ into
the prodests-related violence to
“bring to justice those respon-
sibde for these heinous killings
and acts of sabotage™ and claimed
thint thee U5 was behilnd her owster,

“As long as she is in Inchia ... it s
nod in the best interest of relations
that she continues to scrmonize
from there. Since she s being
given shelter there, we woukd
prefer that she heeps quict amd
her hosis tell her that she keeps
gquiet” Bangladeshs  Forelgn
Alfairs Adviser Touhid Hossain
told Arab News in an interview at
his office in Dhaka this week.

A former foreign secretary
and  ambassador, Hossaln was
appointed st month as chiel of
the intenm govermment's foreign
affairs.

| s
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Bangladesh's Foralgn Affalrs Adviser Touhld Hosssln speaks bo Arab News at his office In Dhaka, AN FPhoto

While Hasina enjoyed close
sirategic and economic ties
with India during her 15-yvear
rube, Hossain said that the new
government in Dhaka also
wanted “a good relationship”
with New Delhi.

Amibd calls for Hasinas exira-
dition from Incdia (o Fee trial at
home for the violence preceding
her downfall, he added that time
will show il such o request will
e made,

“It's a much wider issue”™ he
sabd. “But for the moment, I
thinds thaat it {= in her best interest
— and also the interests ol her
hosts and us — that she keeps
quiet.”

Hasina, 76, was one of the
world's  longest-ruling  female
leadbers and played a pivedal role
in the polithies of Bangladesh,
d natiom of aboul 170 million
people that declared its indepen:
dence in 1971

She 5 the daughter of Sheikh
Mujibur Kahman, the countrys
charismatic  founding  leader,
whio was killed in 1975 in &
military coup when Hasing was
28. She served as prime minister
from 1906 to 2000 and regained
power in 208,

Under het leadership,
Bangladesh became one ol the
fastest-growing  economies In
the megion, with World Banlk

estimaites showing that more
than 25 million people in the
couniry have been lifted out of
poverty in the last two decades.
But critics say she has grew
increasingly autocratic and
called her a threat to the
country’s democracy, with many
saying that the sudden collapse
of Hazinas povernment had
reflecied a hroader discontent

aguinst her rude,

The student-led demonstra-
tions that began peacefully in
July were against a quota system
for government Jobs, which was
widely criticized lor Fvoring
those wilth connections o the
raling party.

:ll.F FETIga

The World Health Orpanization
sabd Friday it has pranted its first
authorization for use of a vaccine
against mpox in adults, calling
it an important step  towsrd
lighting the disease in Alrica.

The approval of the vaccine
made by Bavarian Nordic ASS
means that donors like vaccines
alliance Gavi and UNICEF can
by i, But supplies are Hmited
because theres only a single
mianufacturer.

“This fArst  (authorization)
of 8 vacocme againsl mpox s

HEALTH

WHO grants first mpox vaccine approval
to ramp up response to disease in Africa

an important step in our fight
against the disease, both in the
context of the current outbreaks
m Alrica, amdd m foture” said
WHO Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus.

WHO also sald it was creating
an “mecess and allocation mecha-
mism” o iy to furly distribute
mpox tests,  treatments  and
vaccines to the countries who
meesdd thetn mosat.,

The TN health  agency
approved the two-dose mpox
vaccine for people aged 18 andd
ahove, WHO =akd that while
it was nol recommending the

vaccine for those under 18, the
shot may be used in infants,
children amd adolescents  “in
cutbreak  settings where  the
benefits of vaccination outweigh
the potential risks"

The mpox vaccine made by
Bavarian Nowdle was  previ-
ously authorized by numerous
rnch countries across Europe
and North America during the
global mpox outhreak in 20323
Millkons of doses given to adults
showed the vaccine helped slow
the virns" spread, bui there is
lirmbbed evidence of how it waorks
in children.

Officials at the Africa Cenler
for Dhsease Control and Preven-
tion sabd last month thil neardy
70 percent ol cases in Congo —
the country hardest hit by mpox
— are in children vounger than
15, who also accounted for BS
percent of deaths.

Overall, WHO said over 120
couniries have confirmed more
than MMM cases of mpox
since the outhresk began two
vears ago. Tts latest tally, as of
sunday, showed that 723 people
in more than a dozen countries
in Alrieca have died of the
chisease,

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Espionago

Uh dismisses
*baseless” Russia
spying claims

The British government on
Friday repected out of hand
that six of its diplomats in
Moscow were spies, calling
the Russian accusations “oom-
pletely baseless"

The F5B security service
sakd the diplomats” accredi
tation had been withdrawn
for suspected esplonage and
“threatenimg Russia's secu-
rity.”

Bat the Foreign Ministry in
London indicated that it was a
tit-for-tat measure after West-
erm moves against " Hussian
state-directed activity across
Europe and in the UK” AFP

Diplomacy
Spain tries tocalm

spiraling row
with Yenezuela

Spain tried 1o calm the war of
watds with Venerueda Fricday
with relations between the two

countres almost at breaking
point after Caracas recalled is

ambassador,

Venezuelan Foreign Minister
Yvan Gil summoned the
Spanish ambassador there to a
meeeting Friday after ordering
ks coatniry's envoy o Spain (o
come homee for "consuliations.”

The new flarcup followed
Spains Defense Minister
hMargarita Kobles calling the
sovernment of Yenesuelan
President Nicolas Maduro a
“dictatorship™ Thursday, AFP
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The Greatest of All Plagues

CAVID LAY WILLIAMS

Ecanomic inaguality Is

one of the most daunting

challenges of our time, with
public debate often turning
to guestions
af whather it

iz an inevitable

autoome aof
aoonombs

systems and

what, if anything,
can be done about

It

GREATEST
OFALL

PLAGUES s

But why, axactly, should
i1'|=~qunll1:}l Warry us? *The
Greatest of All Plagues®
demonstrates that this

undearlying question

DAVID LAY | ALY has been a central

T“E preaccoupatson

of some of the
most eminent
political thinkers
of the Western

er WL IEDUALTTY

Politics
India’s top court

frees jailed I'M
Mol rival on ball

A top political opponent of
Iieclian Prime Mindster Naren-
cira Mogdi was granted bail on
Friday after months behind
bars on accusations his party
took kickhacks in exchange
for lquor licenses,

Arvind Rejriwal, chiel min-
ister of the capital Delhi and
a key leader in an apposition
alliance that battled Modi in
national elections carlier this
vear, was first detained in
AMarch over the long-running
COTUgal O prul'he'.

He is among severnil opposi-
tion leaders under inves-
tization or facing criminal
charges. AFP

Reversal of fortune
Filipino

televangelist
Meads not gullty

A Philippine televangelist, wiho
citlls himsell the “anointed son
of God" and once claimed to
have stopped an carthquake,
pleaded not guilty Friday to
charges of alwse of minors and
hiiman trafficking in a court
arTaignment that’s the katest
mark of his reversal of fortune.
Apollo Carreon Quiboboy and
Tour of his co-acoused were
brought under heavy secanty
to the regional trial court in
Pasig city for the human traf-
hcking charges and was Later
arraigned by video from police
drtention by another cowrt
handling a separate non-hail-
alle case of child abuse. AP

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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Opinion

Philadelphi Corridor crucial to Gaza ceasefire

espile its small sime — just

14 km long and 100 meters

wide — the Saladin Cor-

rickar, or the Philadelphi

Corridor as it is known by

[sraelis, the narrow strp of
land In Gaza along the border with Egvpt,
is plaving a central role,

Israeii PFrime Minister Benjamin Netan-
vahu's insistence on keeping Lsraeli forces
there affects not only the Israeli-Pales-
tnian conflict, but also regional relations,
particulardy with Egy, and the US media-
bon rode,

Netanyahu argues that Israel requires
conirod of the cormmidor to stop Hamas
smugzling weapons from Sinal into
Gaza. However, some analysts suggest
that he is also using the issue as a political
tood 1o leep Israel's Far right aligmed
with him and prevent the collapse of his
EOVeTrnmaent.

The presence of Israch forces in the
Philadelphi Corridor is an ohstacle in

Netanyahu
argues that Israel
requires conirol of
Lthe corridor to stop
Hamas smuggling
weapons from
Sinal into Gaza

AT ES Y Aleb o]l =il Sl (D WUSTL B - TRT

n March 2000, Arab League Secre-
tary CGeneral Amr Moussa proposed
expanding the groarp to inchude
Turkiye — as a friendly negzhbor-
ing major power with significand
histoncal, cultural, and economic tics

to the Arab world — in a strategic dialogue.

The proposal was posiponed and was never

realized becase of the Arab uprisings that

began nine months later,

This proposal was part of Mouwssa's

“Arab neighboring podicy,” which was

aligmesdd wath Turkiye's " pemo-problaem

with neighbors” policy, but both policies

wete tested by critical regional shifts after

2011 Thirteen years later, Turkish Foreign

A inkster Hakan Fidan was invited for the

firsl tomee 1o attend the Arab League Foregm

Ministers” meeting in Caino.

As Turkiye enters a phase of normaliza:

tiom with regional states, there has been

a oncerted effort 1o substantiate thiz on

a more institutional basis, Turkiye and

the GOC states adopted a joint action

plan for 20232027, folbowed by an agree-

ment to begin negotiations on a free-trade

ceasefire negotiations with Hamas, which
demands Israel's complete withdraval
from Gaza. It also complicates the release
of Tsraell hostages held hy Hamas. The
insistence on keeping forces in the
carridor is seen by some a5 8 way 1o
prolong the wiar withoot making tangible
progress on either s,

It also risks sigmificantly damaging
Isracls relationship with Egvpt. Cairo
views any lsraeli military presence in the
carvidor as a threat to natlonal security
and a hindrance (o its role as a mediator, TI
wotlld also limit Egypt's ability 1o control
the Rafah crossing, the only Lifeline for
Craza’s residents o receive humanitanan
el

Amid this tense aimosphere, the signifi
cance of last weeks surprise visit to the
Gaza horder by Lt Gen. Ahmed KEhalifa,
chiel of stall of the Egyptian military,
should not be overlooked. Such visils
carry important symbaolic weight

Another critical gquestion is whether the

agreement. They also decided to resume
girategic discussions, both institutionally
andl bikaterally.

Ficlan sabd the next Turkish-Arab
Economy Foruwm would be held in Istanbul
in Oytober. The forum is an avenwe for
Foreign ministers (o discuss regional and
international affairs. 1T was established to
develop polltical, soclal, economc and
cultural relatvons between Turkiye ancd

Arab Leazue members, The fonom is migsor-

Lii1ak t!-l'i_'.ill.l!'i-l‘ II :Il'll:'l.l.‘-nl!'!'. LM ||'||!' iR -COrs e -
tonal aspects of Turkish-Arab relations,
such as social and cultural interactions,
Normalization between Anlara and Cairo
has been a catalyst for Turkives reintegra-
thon fndo the Arab regional svstem, Egvpl's
pavatal role in the reglon has imfluenced the
Arab League's acceptamnce of Turkiye. This
normalization, marked by Egypiian Presi-
dent Abcef Fattah El-5isi's long-aoraited
vizil o Ankara bt week, Gacilitated Fldan's
participation in the swmmit. Syria approsved
Turkiye's participation in the Arab League
wathering, teough iwas also chalmed that
the Syrian delegation left during Fidan's
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05 15 making sufficient effort= to convince
[srael not to stay in the Philadelphi
Corridor, The US is coordinating with
Egvpt and Qatar on a compromise — inter-
national monitoring systems to prevent
smuzgling — but their efforts have been
thwaried by lsraell intransigence. Some
analysts say Washington has not applied
enough pressure on Netanyahu, possbly
because of America’s focus on other
regional issues or its reliance on Israel as a
sirategic security partmer.

There i= no doubt that both Israel and
Hamas are exaggerating their demancs
regarding the exchange desl and cease-
lire, which complicates efforts to reach
a compromise, Furthermore, Egyvpt and
Qatar have their own interests, adding to
the political complexity.

The success of the American propoasal
largely depends on the willingness of
Israe] and Hamas to make concesstons, 1T
Israel agrees to withdraw its forces from
the corridor, this could pave the way for

speech — something Turkish sources have
denied, Nevertheless, there are continuing
efforts to pornealize Turkish-Syrian
relations, driven langely by Arab states
keen to reintegrate Syma mito the Arakb fold
Turkive'’s relationship with the Arab League
may advance Turkish-Symian normalization
within the Arab istitutional framework.
Ankara's cfforts to normalize tics with
Dameascus are progressing sradwally, which
s understandable given that the jssnes in
Turkive-Svria relalions are more comples
than the dleological or regional dominance
disputes Turkey has had with other Arab
nations. These relations are multifaceted,
invalving challenges such as the Kurdish
threat, 1|‘|'I|;;,:'|.'-|'|::-1:||'¢'|:|-r-..jh::-.lpli-:':|| ST RIBE
tion, and the presence of Turkish military
foroes

In thee prast decade, in the name of Arab
sodiddarity and sovereignty, the Arab League
has consistently crticized Turkiye’s opera-
tions in northern Syria as illegal. Turkiye's
military presence in Libya and Somalia was
al=o criticized, In this mew era, it ks unlikels
that we will see more such criticism, since

progress on the exchange deal and a cease-
fire. Om the other hand, Hamas
must accep compromses thal ensure
some of its demands are met without
jeopardizing the ceasefire.

The Philadelphi Cormidor is more than
Just a parvosw horder srip: 6 s a symshol
af the political and military complexities
thai govern the Ismaeli-Palestinian conflict.
Netanvahu's insistence on keeping
Israeli forces in this corridor reflects the
challenges Israel fwces in securing iis
borders on the one hand and maintaining
internal political balance on the other,
Aeanw hile, Hamas remains steadfast in
tls demands, making it difficult to reach a
COTTN ML =

The USs rode in this cnsis could be
decisive in bridging the gap between the
twao shdes, bait if reguires more pressure on
Israel 1o make concessions. The question
remains: Will the international commuenity
sucoeed in resolving this complex crisis
and achieving lasting peace?

i
The Gaza war
has underpinned
the normalization
PrOCess as
Turkive has

supporied
Arab efTorts

Can Turkiye be part of the Arab regional system?

mech of it was volced duning a period of
tension between Turkive and the Arab
states. Consequently, the Arvab League
clissalved its committes exploring “Turki-
ye's intervention in the intermal affairs of
the Arab states”™ and dropped a related
proposed topic of debate For the summit,
For the first time in vears, the group did not
criticiac Turkive in the summit declaration.
The Gaza war was the central topic of
Fidan's speech. Turkive s already part of
the poinl contact group Lo seelk an end Lo the
violence, Felan asked the Arab muinesters (o
close ranks against Israel, following Turkish
Pregident Recep Tayyvip Erdogan's proposal
to fowmn an alliamee among Islamic countries

with that purpose.

The Craza war has underpinnesd tee normal-
ization process as Turkiye has supported Arab
efforts. This clearly echoes Turkive's pre-2011
policies in the region, wihen Anlara aimed to
win the lesrts of not only the Arab pablic bat
also elites, Whether Moussa'’s “Arab neigh-
boring podicy™ will finally integrate Turldve
inlo the Arab regional system remains o be
st bl there s hope [or progress,
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hen it comes to water,
the world confronts
an unsustainahle
situation. But hixing
it is nol only within
reach, it 15 also the
low-hanging fruit in tackling climate
change and generating jobs and growthe

Year after year, in one region alter another,
record-tdgh hemt waves and droughts are
[ollowed by destructive storms and Hoods.
Foaxd systems are running Jdey and cities are
sinking as we reach the limits of extracling
water froan the lamd. More tham L0

Water, water everywhere ... but not for long

MARIANA MAZZUCATO, NGOZ| OMONJO-IWEALA , JOHAN ROCKSTROM, THARMAN SHANMUGARATNAM

wiater generates around half the rainfall that
wi receive on land. the very source of all our
freshwater. In the same vein, countries ane
comnected not only throagh Nows of Blue
witter dike rivers) bat, more eritically, through
atmospheric flows of modsture. As a critecal
companent of the global water cvcle, green
srater urgently needs 1o be better managed.
Most dangerously, disruptions (o the water
cvele are deeply intertwined with global
warming and the decline of the woarlds
becchiversity, with each reinforcing the other.
A stable supply of green water in soil s crucial
to sustaining the land-based natural systems

children under the age P gy that absorb up to 30 peroent
of 5 die each day from i A of the carbon dioxide
ilnesses cansed by unsafe emitted from fossil-fued
chrinking water and a lack The first step s combstion,
of sanitation, and hundreds Lo recognize that Bt deforestation and the
of millions of women spend the problems are loss of wetlands and soil
hours each day collecting not merely local. A moisture are depleting twe
and haulbing water, planet’s greatest carbon
This is a human-made destabilized water . i devastating
crisis, and it can and must cycle affecis every  consequences for the
e resolved through aman corner of the world M= af glohal warming.
interventbons. The costs will Rising temperatiures then
b insignificant compared Eripgeer extreme heatl waves

with the ceonomic and humanitarian haorm
inflicted by continued inaction.

The first step is 1o recognize that the
problems are not merely bocal, A destabalized
water cvcle affects every corner of the world
Current approaches deal with the wateor we
can see and assimme thit supply is stabile, Ba
this is no longer true, as changes in land use,
climate change, and a water oycle out of kilter
are affecting rainfall patierns.

Current thinkong overlooks the “green
water™ in oursodl, plants, and forests, which
is recyvebed through the atmosphere, Green

and increase evaporative demand in the
atmosphere, which severely dries landscapes
and hedghtens the sk of wildfires. Insuf-
Hedent Food, accelerated spread of diseases,
increased forced migration and cross-border
comlbets are just a few of the predictable

Gk oo,

Such a large-scale colkectve and syslemi
problem can be fixed only with concerted
action across boundaries and cultures. I8
demanics a milssion-driven approsch to water
that cuts across sectors and focuses on all
leveds, from managing local river basins to

24
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shaping multilateral cooperation. We can and
must succecd on the world's most impor-
tant water missions: launching a new Green
Revalition in food systems 1o cut hack on
waler use while increasing agricultural viekds
io meet a growing population’s nutritional
needs; conserving and restoring the natural
heabitats that are critical for protecting green
waler resources; establishing a “ciroular®
water economy in every sector; and ensurinsg
thet every vulnerable commumity has
adecquate clean and safe water ancd sandiation
services by 3050,

These missions regquire new waysof

Developmeend banks and fimance mshtubions
will need to work closely with povernments
to suprport natknal water missbons that reflect
leszal meeds and ecologbeal conditions. Tnter-
rartional tracke agreements also offer petential
lesers to promaete effichent wirter use, because
thery can ensure that the “virtual water”
embedded in tradecd goods does not aggravate
scarcity in water-stresscd regions,

Juest as we dao for emissions, we must
comle data on oorporate water footprints
andd water-vse disclosure, We must also
develop sy=tems for valuing waler as part
of nabtaral cagatal, Putting a price on this

goverming. Policymaking - b must critical resource
TrEst becoame more '._ coubd deliver significant
collahopative, sccountahle, dividends, In short, we
and imehasive of all voices, Such a lﬂl'g'['!—ﬁ{'ﬂli‘ must shape markets across
especially those of youth, collective and our economies so that they
women, marginalized systemic problem  beoome rdically more
communities, and the indig- be fixed only with efficient, equitabde, and
enous peoples on the front- - Y W sustainable in their water
lines of water conservation. conceried action e,

The most fundamental across boundaries The 2023 preliminary
podicy shift lses in valuing and culiures report of the Glolbal
waler properly to reflect Commbssson on Lhe
its scarcity and its critical Economics of Water set oul

male in sustainimg the natural ecosystems that
every society depends on. We must cease the
uncerpricing of water and harnful agricul-
tural subsidics that drive unsustainable usage
and degrade the land, channeling those funds
into wirter-saving solutions and suppaort for
the: poor ancd valnerable,

To o chromic undennvestment in water,
wie must repriorfize water infrastructure in
public finance, where it is oddly neglected in
miost couniries, We must ensure larger and
more refiable tlows of finance (o help lower-
income countries invest in water resilience,

the case for pursiing fundamental change in
Lhe way Uhe world manages water. Our linal
report this October will show how we can do
s0 through trmnsformative action.

If we do not address these proldems head
on, wilkifires, flocds, and other extreme
events will only become maore intense and
deadly, Advancing the water security agenda
muy secim more difficult amid growing grogso:-
litical tensions, but it presents an opportunity
to prode that collaboration can benefit all

countries and epable a just and liveable future
For all. We cannot shrink from this challenge.

Afghanistan is America’s shame, however you vote

& House Foreipn Affairs
Committee chair Michael
MoCanl, a Republican, re-
|eased a scathing report last
week blaming Joe Biden for
the disastrous withdravwal
fromn Afghanistan in August 2021 MoCaul's
Demacratic counterpart on the commil-

about 18,000, mainly trainers for Afghan

security forces and counterterrorism opera-

tors, The cost had also dropped to about

£18 billion a year, Nevertheless, Trump

remained focused on his populist message.
In 20149, his administration initiated

direct talks with the Taliban, culminating

In a 2020 agreement negodiated without

tee, Gregory Meeks, B the: invodvement of the
dismissed the report as a ‘i Afghan government that
“partsan narvative” sef a timeline for a phased
It was the latest example While the chaotic withddriwal of US forces by
af the poditical blame withdrawal May 2021,
gamic over the 20-vear US When Biden took office
involvement in Afghani- hlﬂ]lf"llﬂd on in Janaary 2021, only 2,500
atan. And theres plenty of Biden's watch, the U8 troops remalned in
bilame 1o go around: whike groundwork was Alghanistan. While small
the chaotic withdrawal laid during in number, they were
happened on Biden's a stabibizing force. Few
watch, the roundwork the Trump believed that 2,500 troops
was lakd during the Trump administration were enough to enable
administration. the Afghan government to
Trump, during his 2006 campaizn, regain full comtrol, but they were enough (o
pramised 1o end the so-called “Torever prevent the Taliban from doing sao.

wars,” with Afghanistan the prime example,
Hat by the ime he took ofice in 2017, the
war he wanted to end was not the one

the US was then fizhting. Casnalties had
decreased and troop levels were dowm to
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Biclen repeatedly claimed that his hands
were led by Tromp's deal, but that was nol
true. He had no problem reversing many
of Trump's other policies, and there was no
legal or strategic iImperative that forced him

LUKE COFFEY

|idii 'i:ﬂfl"ﬁ!r b g danker Tedew
ot tre Hudson Instiuts

¥: @ LuksDColToy.

For Tull varslon, o on 1o
www . arshnews comSopinion

to stick to Trump's withdrawal timeline.
The truth is, Biden, whao had long been
skeptical of the US mission in Afghanistan,
saw an opportunity to end it onee and for
all, and he seized it — without fully consid-
ering the consequences,

By July US forces had abandoned Bagram
air base without notifyving their Afghan
counterparts. Shortly

Sepl. 11 attacks, the Taliban controlled

more territory in Afghanistan than they

did on that tragic day in 2001 While

Trump's decision to negotiate with them

wiks reckless, Biden bears responsibility for

the disastrons final act.

The consequences of this debacle

extend far bevond Afghanistan. America'’s

adversaries, sensing

after, the Taliban began ii weakness and indeci-
capluring provincial slon, have been embald-
capitals, and Kabul fell Few believed that ened. Months after the
within wreks, S04 II'T.II:I[:IE Fall of Kabul, Hussia

It b hared 1o argue that . i iy Invaced Ukraine, China
today™s Afghanistan, ruled cnough to enable the % increasingly bellicose
by the Taliban, is prefer- Afghan government  over Taiwan. Meanwhile
able to mainiaining a small l-l:ll'l:g:liltl full control, Americas allies are left
contingent of U'S troops but ““,:3. werne l"l'lﬂll-ﬂ,'!’l questioning the reliability
aned contractors, especially of thelr most iImportant
given the low cost and to prevent the Taliban pariner.
minimal risk. It is an option rom doing so But the people who have
Biden could have chosen, suffered the most are the

bt he didn't.

Trump now has the advantage that
no one will ever know what he woulbd
have done with a second term, Would he
have stuck to his timeline or made acjust-
ments? s impossible to say, What we do
know is that by the 20th anniversary of the

Alghans, While American politicians engage
m finger pointing, millions live under a
repressive regime, facing cconomic collapse
and a worsening humanitarian crisis. No

1S leader has yet offered a solution, and the
lack of aceountability is a sad rellection of
the state of American foreign policy today,
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Education has been
i Ky canakieraiion
in MENA, PitchBoak
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The figures reflect o slowdown in deal aotivity compared to 2023, when §18.4 billion was depioyed noross 188 deals for the entire yoor, acoording to the latest report by PitohBook. Shiofterstock

Nowur El-Shaearl Flyadl

Private egquity investmenis
in the Middle East and
Morth Africa reached

£5.9 hilllon across 449
deals In the first half of
2024, despite challenging
market conditions,
according to a new report.

The figures reflect a shbowdown in
chal activity compared to 2025,
when 5154 billion was deployed
across 158 deals for the entire
yvear, rasing conccms  about
whether activity will rebound in
the second half of 2024, according
b thve lodest report by PitchBook.

Private equity refers to invest-
ment funds that acguire owner-
ship In  mature companies,
tyvprically throweh buyouts, aiming
o improve performance, restruc
ture operations, or expand before
eventally selling for profic.

The dlata highlights the impact
ol wisat 1t descnbes as the “worst
market conditfons in the past
two wvears” on private egquity
dealmaking in the region,

In comparison with the last
decade, where deal  walues
surpassed 510 hillion in five ot
of 10 vears, the frst half of 2024
represents a signifcant drog

Historcally, MENA pnvale
equity activity has often been
driven by a few large, multihil-
lbon-cdollar deals, amdd a similar
pattern would be required in the
seoond hall of the year to match
2023 s performance.

The report revealed that Sawds

Arabia’s Public Investment Fund
wils the most active investor since
20018, reportedly investing in 36
el s,

The Ernirate Abu Dhahi Devel-
oprental Holding Co., also known
as AMY, came in second with 20
deals, followed by Jordan's Al
Arabl Investment Group swith
19 transachons. Market condr
tions thi=s vear have been heavily
impacted by a combination of
eeapalitical conflicts, Auctuating
ol prices, and the Uireat af trade
saATICHOms,

The ongoing conflict between
lsrael amd Gaza has not only
catsed  Ivmense  haomanitarian
sunfTering bast has also destabilized
econEmies across the region,

“The sk of escalatbon or a
lengthy confhiel creates dilficull
cireumstances [or  eoonmics,
Along=ide the humanitarian
impacts, conflicis kead to substan-
tial economic losses with poten-
tal spillovers (o meighboring
countries,” the report stated

Compounding these challenges
are dismuptions in trade and oil
prodduction. Earlier this year,
attacks on ships in the Red Sea
prompied shifts in trade routes
and contributed to & reduction in
el output, amplifying volatility in
ol prices — a key Bictor for MENA
OIS

As energy exports represent
a siEmificant portion of revenue
T by countries in the region,
any reduction in oodl  produc-
tion heightens fiscal pressures
and affects broader economdc
stability, the report explained.

INVESTMENT

MENA private equity deals reach $5.9bn
in HI, despite challenges: PitchBook

Saudi Arabias Public Investment Fund is the most active investor since 2018, report reveals

GEMS Ecucation -"'__ﬂ
% a Dubal-based .
privite school
provider with

aver 60 years

of aparntion.
oL

These markel headwinds are
making it mcreasingly difficult for
private equity investments to gain
irction, as businesses navigate
bath  operational  risks  and
brosder economic uncertainty,

PE digest

A stignificant private eguity deal
in the first half of 2024 was CYC
Capital Partners’ $3.3 billion sale
of GEMS Education to Brookfleld.

GEMS Educafion, a
based] private school provader
with over 60 years of operabon,
15 expected fo welcome more
than 1400000 students actoss &6
schools in the UAE and Qatar by
September.

“Education has been a Key
consideration in MENA, and
attempls (o mmprove it have been
a prionty. Initatves Includimg
sirengthening  education funds,
revamping programs, focusing
o STEM (science, technobogy,
engineering, and mathematics)
skills, and the mplementation
of wvirtual education due to the
COVID-19 pancdemic have been

Diakaak-

FASTFACTS

®& Private nqu'rty' refars
to investment funds that
acquire ownership in

matura companes, typlcally
through buyouts, aiming to
improve performance,

® In comparison with the
last decade, where deal

values surpassed $10 billion
in five out of 10 years, the
first half of 2024 represents

a significant drop.

® Historically, MEMNA private
equity activity has often
boen driven by a fow large,
multibilllen-dollar deals.

part of the plans" the report said.

The healthcare sector in the
MENA region is poised for signifi-
cant growth in the coming years,
driven by increasing demund and
sithstantial investments. A major
cheal this yvear was Gull Islamac
Investments' 16446  million
mnvestinent in Saudi-based health

care provider Abeer Group.

As part of its Vision 2030, the
hingdom plans to invest over
565 billion m healtheare infra-
giructure, with projects including
200000 pew hospital beds aned
224 health care centers valued
at SIER hillion. The UAE is akso
pdvancing  healthcare  develop-
ment, with approximately 700
projects worth a combined $G0.G9
billion, largely driven by the
privaie Pahbc-private
partnerships are expected (o play
d ke role m the sector’s growth.

Qatar has miroduwced a PP law
to encourage intermational invest-
ment, while Oman has indtiated
its first medical city through the
RAT ATTangeiment.

Additionally, mandatory health
insurance policies are becoming
mcreasingly commaon across the
Crudf Cooperation Council, leading
i higher patient mumbers.

“Strong  demand for  health-
care foeled by increasing ancd
aging populations in the MENA
region 15 anticipated o drve up
governmeont and private investor
gpemding in the sector. A large
pipcline of projects as well as new
technologies will create oppaor-
mnities for startops, portfolio

seCTor

compankes, and nvestiors” the
report added,
MENA exits
Private equity and veniure

capital-bached exat activity saw

a sharp decline in the hirst half of

2024, wath only 51.6 llon pener-
atedd from 25 exits.
This marks a signthcan! dirogp

compared to the previous four
vears, where anmueal exat values
consistently surpassed S0 billion.

The report stated that the
current  figures  underscore
a notable slowdown in exil
activity within the MENA region,
reflecting broader glohal trends
i 2034, Investons and manage-
ment teams have been hesitand
to pursuc exits amid market
volbatility, influenced by fluctua-
thons in publdic markets, infla-
Gonary  pressures, and  rsing
mierest  mles. which  have
dampened growth prospects.

With interest rate hikes larsely
ot panse and potential rate cuts
expecied in Europe and the US
later this year, there is cauntious
optimism for a recovery in the
secodd hall of the vear.

VOC's role in PE

The MENA venbure capital
ecosyvslern  experienced wealke
capatial deployment in the firs
hall of the year, mirmoring giolbal
trends.

A tofal of SL3 billion was
invested across 321 VO mounds,
puiting the region on track to Eall
short of 20023 levels by vear-end.

This fodloaws a decline in 20023,
when activity im the sector
dropped from a peak of 3685
billion across 8694 deals in 2022,

“The MENA region has been
earmarked for hizh growth and
untappedd  opportunitdes, but i
has notl been insulated from the
broader slump i actvity feldt by
more mature ccosystems,” the
report sakl
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Daymn Abau The 7heacdn

sSadi banks" aggregate
profit before zakat and tax
reached an all-time high of
SR7.E3 billion (52.1 billion)

in July, marking an annual

23 percent rise, newly
released data has revealed.

According  to  the Ringdom's
central hank, also known as
SAMA. from January (o the end
of July the financial institutions
reported todal prodits of SR50.22
billion, uaup 13 percent  rom
SR44.5 bilhon during the same
period Last vear.

Total deposits grew by B
percent  during  this  period,
reaching SH2.64 irillion, with
term depasits experiencing the
highe=t growth at 20 percent,
totaling SRO30.E4 ballion.

Diemand accounts, which make
up 33 percent of total deposits,

sa%W a more mockest increase of

5 percent, bringing the total to
SHLA trillion,

O the asset side, total bank
credil rose o SRET9 wreillion,

marking a 12 percenl Increass

o

SAMA REPORT

Saudi banks’ ageregate
profit reaches all-time high

Deposits grew by 8% during January-July, reaching SR2 .64 trillion; SAMA

in July compared to the same
maontl of 2023,

The [oans-to-deposits  ratio,
@ key metric for assessing a
bank's quidity, climbsed to 8073
percent, up from 78,84 percenl &
viear carlier.

The expansion of Saodi
Arabla's banking sector is being

difvenn by a combination of

favorable economic conditions
and strategic initiatives.

High oil prices, coupled
with continued government
spending, have creted a robust
operaling environment  for
hanks, enabling them to support
Lhe Kingdom's ambtiouns
glga-progects amkd the broader
Vizsion 2030 strategy,

This economic backdrop has
ilso contributed to solid non-odl
GNP growih, further holsiering
e banking inchastry’s
performance.

In addition to these traditbonal
grawth drivers, the rise of fintech
15 playing a transformative role in
reshaping the sector's landscape.

SAMA has been pivotal in
reguliting this sector, ensuring
that innovation thrives within

FAST
FACTS

W Demand
accounts,
wihileh
makes up
53 percent
of total
deposits,
SAW A more
modast
increase of

5 percent,

bringing
the total to

SR1.4 trillion.

& On the
asset side,
total bank
credit ross
to BR2Z.TH
trilliomn,
marking &
12 parcent
IMCraass
ir July
compared

to the same
msanth of

2023.

a secure  and
Iramework.
By 1mplementing  miibiatves
such as the open banking
framework  and  supporling
fintech companies Lhrough
s regulatory samndbox, SAMA
5 driving technological
advancements  that  enhance
eliciency, improve consumer
experience, and expand inanceal
ncluskon.

High interest rates in the
Ringdom have farther boosted
profits on loans, as banks benefit

well-governed

from the increased interest
Income.
However, thizs  environment

has also intensified competition
among financial institutions for
financing opportunities, as they
vie to attract borrowers and
secure their market share,
McEinsev's research on the
Saudi banking secltor revealed
that  the those  instiutions
distinguistiing  themselves are
those increasingly focused on
mecting the high expectations of
voung, tech-savvy consumers —
a strategy that offers a significant
competitive advantage,

Higrh oll prices have created a robust operating environmant for banks, enabling them to suppert the Kingdom's giga-prajects. Feutsrs

The research underscores a
strong  link between  positive
customer  cxperiences and
improved financial performance,
demonstrated by higher cross-
el and retention rates.

To capitalize on this trend,
GOC banks are fully digitizing
thwiin CUSTOINEET FOUrneys,
transforming every step lrom Lhe
imitial touchpoint to successful
fulfllment.

[n the UAE and Saudi Arabia,
several banks are reimagining
ol retall  services,
A% onboarding, personal
loans, credit cards, and home
Anancing, and corporaie
services, Inclading MSME and
midsize corporate onboarding
and credit rencwals,

wuch

Bevorwl  revamping these
Journeys, GOC banks are also
leveraging genetiative Al amd

other advanced technologies o
enhance customer self-service
capahbilities, reduce reliance
an  asslsted service channels,
and automate issue resolution,
therebwy  further improving
CUsioamner sl psFact oy anl
aperational efficiency

Lmerging
aerospace
industry
of Saudi
Arabia

ASAAD AL-JOMOAI

ight mow, the Kingdom of Sandd
Arabia is an exceplional place to start
A CATECT [N asnospan: engIneenng,
The Kingdom's bold ambitions
or the aerospace sector, inchading
plans to become & center for aviation and space
technology, acrospace manufacturing anxd
prochuaction, and amr tmnsport, present an unprec-
edented wealth of opportumtics for the future
cadre of Saudi engineers who are currently
studying at universitbes across Saudd Arabda,

According to Boeing's predictions in our Pilod
and Techmician Ouotlook 200235- 2042 report, the
Middle East will reguire 58,000 new aviation
technicians in the next 20 vears — and that
15 just [or maintenance in the commercial
aviation sector.

The growth of Sawdia,
Rivacth Alr, and other
adrlines, and the expected
faces] 1 B imess and
toarrism travel, will mean
that a large proportion
of these techmicians waill
make their carcers in
Saudi Arabia, supporting
the alrcraft fleets that will
safiely carry passengers (o and from the Eingdom.

When we also factor in the need for
enginecring personned to service business
aviation, civil helicopters, defense aviation,
and emerging sectors like autonomous acrial
vehicles and drones, it = clear that Saucli
Arabia will require a considerable number of
techmicians in the future — and that is only
part of the stary,

The growth of the bocal aviation industry,
includmg the development and manufacturing
of aircraft, spacecrall, autonomos syvstems, and
aviation technology, will create a huge demand
for acrospace engineers in the Kingdom in the
o descadkes,

S0 how can Saudi Arabia ensure that it can
meet this demand for talent and ensure that
the local aerospace sector continues to grow
andd thrive?

A long-term strategy is cessential to ensure an
adlequate supply of qualified personnel. There
needs io be enough tralning capacity, budlt oat
over lime, to meet both the current demand of
awlation operators amd future growth, inchading
Saudization

The industry also needs to ensure invest-
menit in STEM education, career developomeni
programes, and outreach o the next peneration
of engmeers Lo engage omaormow's Llent and
encourage therm to explone aerospsece Careers,

The aerospace sector in Saudh Arabia s not just
about one company but about batlding a mobust
ccosysitem that includes govermoment, industry,
and academin. This collaborative approach will
ensure the developrsent of a skilled workionce
capable of driving the Kingrlom’ acrospace
ambilions.

For studenis and fubhare engineers, the
ppporiunities are vast and varied, promising a
fulfiling career path in a dymamic and transfor-
mative secior, As Saucl Arabdin's e rospace sechor
expands into new areas, such as space and aaton-
eancnEs sysiems, these young engineers will have
the opportunity to work on groundbreaking
progects that will redefine the asrospoce sector,
Saudi engincering tabent 15 already hard at work
developing the aviation systems of tormorrow.

The emerging acrospsace joby market in Saodi
Arabia is podsed for significant growth and offers
exciing prospects for engineers and other STEM
professionals.

Whether through kecal imtiatives or inter-
national parinerships, the Kingom s sel o
become a global leader in arrospace Innovation,
providing a fertile pround for carecrs with a
global impact.

At AL Soevelaad 16 e decaed OF Bowdng Saudi Arahia
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FIGHTING FAKE NEWS

Israeli army probes claims of fabricated

Experts debunk Gaza stories appearing in London-based newspaper under Elon Perry byline

Arab News i

The Israell army Is
Investigating stories
published by The Jewish
Chronicle, amid claims
that they were not true.

The London-based newspaper
published an exclusive story on
Sepl. 5 thal sakl Hamas leader
Yahya Sinwar was planning to flee
to Iran through the Philadelphi
Corridor, a narrow strip of Land
alomg the border between the
Gaxa Strip and Egvpl, along with
odher leaders of his organization
and Israch hostages.

The claim was said to be
hased on details provided by
“inteligenoe sources,” and
information obtained “during
the interrogation of a captured,
O TR ollicial™
“clocamicnts selzed” on Aug. 29,

The story gained raction
online but was quickly debunled
by several experts,  media
-::-|',.:.|||i:.'. iipans and ol |'||-'|' CrLes,

[srach bioadcaster Channed 12

THirmmas andl

Several storles published by The
Jewish Chronbcke oarrying the

same byline, Elon Perry, are now
alleged to have been fabricated,
o PSS EhoL The Jesdah Clhraricha

sald “all of the relevant sources

i the secuny esLabdishimenl
are unaware of the supysoesed
intelligence.”

lsracli mews website Yoot
published a story in which four

arirces from  the

intelligence community and the

COUNIFS

army's prisoners and missing
persons division were quoted as
saying the newspapers claims
were “100 percent lies” and a
“wild Eabrication”

The story 8 nod the onb
onie published by The Jewish
Chronicle that has been calbed
mnto question.  Several  other
reports carrving the same byline,
Elon Perry, are now alleged to
have heen fabricated,

Perty'™s Bdograpbucal

information on the newspaper’s
websile states he 18 “a former
commando sodiler of the eliie
Ceofami  Brigade of the [srael
Deffense Foroes, which he served
in for 28 years” and he has been
“n journalist for 25 yvears covering
wars and terrorisd attacks”

e Guandian  newspaper
fourrd nio record of any significant
prtibslishied
Permy as a reporter in English or
Hebrew, olther than the recent
series of articles in The Jewish
Chrondcle,

Om his persossal websiie, Perry
salel  thit dunng his  mibtary
service he was part of the Israch
army's mista'arvim units, the
members ol which goundercover
as Palestinians. He also =aid
hie participated o Operation
Entehibe, the 1976 lsraell mibtary
radedl o Uganda o rescue the
passengers of a plane thatl had
beeen hijjacked by Palestinian and
Crerman militants

Perry B8 also a published
author. Pen and Sword Books,
the publisheer of his second book,

siofes  wrilten by

HIGHLIGH'TS

@ The London-based
newspaper published

an axclusive atory on
Sept. 5 that said Hamas
leader Yahya Sinwar was
planning to flee to Iran.

® The story galned traction
anline but was quickly
debunked by several

experts, medla organizations
and other critics.

o lsranli broadocaster Channel
12 said ‘all of the relavant
sources in the sacurlty
establishment are unawars
of the supposed intelligance,'

“"Children In War” describes
him a8 having been a political
goietee afd history professor o
Tel Aviy University bedween 159488
and 2014 These claims are false,
Isracli broadcaster Channel 13
reporied on Sept. 9 in its program
*Hazimor™ I gadd it eowld find no
recoftl of Perry working al the

university or participating in
Operation Entebise,

Dunng an  inlerviesw  aath
a Channel 153 reporter. Perry
confirmed he had not been a
professor at Tel Aviv University
or an undercover Israch army

operabive,
Oither pubdications and
pourmalists,  including Israedi-

Palsslinian magazine <871 and
Simi Spolter, a tech pourmalis
with Isracl business newspaper
The Marker, also highlishted
inconsistencies  and  outright
falsehoods i Perrys claims.

The Jewish Chronkche
published a statement on
Thursday saving it was “awans
of  allegations conceming A
freclance joumalist, which we
take very setiously.”

It added: “The JTewish
Chrondcke 15 the aldest Fewish
newspaper in the workd and has
alwayvs maintained the highest
standards of reporting  and
integrity. An investigation is
underway and there will be an
update in due course,”

Reutars Sydrey

Elonn Musk, ovwner of soclal
media platform X. on Friday
cilled Australia’s center-lel
government  “fascisis™  over
propased beprslation Lo siap hines
on socidl media frms for failing
to prevent the spread of misin
formation online.

Australia’s Labor government
on Thursday unveiled legisla-
tion which could fme imtermet
platforms up to 5 percent of
their global revenue for enabling
misinformation, josining a world-
wide push to rein in borderless
tech gianis,

The proposed lw  woonld
regudre ech platlorms o
sl codes of conduct to stop
dangerous falschoods spreading
and be approved by a regulator.
The regulator would =et its
own  standard i a  platform
[Ailed 1o de so and fine firms for
non-compliance.

Musk, who liimsell
as a champion of free speech,
responded o a post by an X
user linking the story about the
misinformation  law with one
worch: “Fascisis™

A spokesperson for Comimi-

e

nications  Mimster Michelle
Howland said by email that
COmpanies opserating i
Ausiralia must comply with

Anstralian laws
“This bill improves the trans-
andd

Qi FENCY acoowntakslity

of platforms [or users and the

.

Australia bas unvelled logislation

which could fine Intemet platforms
up to 5% of their revemne.

e Pl e R ol Ui

TRANSPARENCY

Musk brands Australia ‘fascists after move to fine social media giants

Australian RHowland

sabdl,

Musk's comiment on the push
against  misinformation  drew
crith-sm and ridicule from other

govermment lawmakers

peaple,”

“When it's in iis commercial

interests, he 8 the champlon of

iree speech and when he doesin'
like it ... he's going to shut 1t all
thoram”™ Gowerniment

Mimister Bill Shorten

ROFVICPS

L]k

FASTFACTS

@ The proposed law would
reguire tech platforms to
sat codes of canduct to
stop dangerous falsehoods

spreading.

® The regulator would set its
own standard if a platform

falled to do so and fine firms
for non-compliance

Channel Nine's breakfast show,

Social media pliatformes
should mot publish  scam
content, deepfake materials

and livestream vioklenice in the
name of Iree speech, Assestani
Treasurer Stephen Jones  told
ABRC television.

In a previous clash with the
Australian government, X in
Aprtl went to court (o challenge
a cyber regulator’s order lor the
removal of some posts about the
stabbing of a bishop in Sydney,
prompting Prime  Mimster
Anthony Albanese (o call Musk
an “arrogant billionaire.”

The regulator later drogppsed
it challenge againsi X afier a
sethack in the [ederal court.

A had blocked Australian
users from viewing the posts
about the stabbing bt
:I'l"jlll'-ll"'ll O remove 1|II|'I1I|
globally on the grounds
that one countrys rules
whould nol control the

internel.
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Il means a lotTo be able to be in this

pasition right now, to be clinching that

spot, it's very important for us

Branden Makashhilma U5 terois ploysr

=

= Sport News

MULTISPORT EVENT

Ird Saudi Games set to strike

oold with record participation

and expansive fan zone

The Games will feature a record 52 sports, up from 45 in the
inaugural event; overall participation increases by 50 percent

Alaha Fareed Rlyach

As anticlpation mounts
lor the third Sandi Games,
organizers promised

a grander and more
Inclusive event than ever
hefore. They said the
event will build on the
sncresses of previons
years to showcase an
impressive array of sporis,
grealer participation,

and an innovative Ffan
experience.

This years Games, running in
Hivadh from Oct. 3 to 17, will
feature a record 52 sports, an
increase from the 45 featured
in the inaugural event. Overall
participation will increase by
30 percent, organkzers added,
reflecting a significant rise in
athlete engagement and public
interest.

Mohammed Al-Salem, the
head of sports  management
for the Sawdi Games, said the
IncTease In participation among
women and youths is particu-
larly notabie,

“"From our side, we ane irying
to make the best preparations
possibde,” he said, "S0 we are in
direct communication with all
the sports federations, with all
the venues, with all the athletes,

“Last vear, we had ncardy 30
events specifically for women;
now we have more than 50
because that directly contributes
to the goals of the Games™

This expansion highlights the
commitment of organizers o
the principles of mclusavity and
gender equality, he added

“We have seen an increase (in
vouth participation) from  last
vear,” Al-Salem said, ackding that
the young athletes will compete
i 15 sports, compared with only
five last vear.

The CFmes eXpeTience

Snudl Games organiters promise a grander and mars inclusive avent than aver bafore, bullding on the successes of preavious years. Socinl medn

will also be bigger amnd betier
for spectators, with the fan
mone, strategically located in
the wvibrant Boulevard area,
promising to be a highlight. Fan
fone manager Hanan Al-Zaid
said 1t will feature competitions
in four dvnamic sports: beach
valdlevhall, 3x3 hashethall, skate-
boarding and wall climbxing.
“The Saudi Games have
@ history of fwo successful
editions,” she said. “So this vear
wre are becoming bigger and

better, As you know, 1'% now 52
sports and four of them are in the
fan zone”

This approach = part of a
brosicder strategy to make sports
more relatable and accessible
through an immersive experi-
ence for fans that aims to spark
interest  and  foster  deeper
connection with the sports
COMIMUTELY.

"“We chose the Boulevard to
increase the sports awareness.)”
sld  Al-Zald, “We're meeting

the fans where they are. If
vour're atlending the Boulevard
as a normeal guest and vou see
a game, then you develop an
interest in the beginning, then
voui develop a passion, After that
vl develop a profession, then
vioul choose this as a career.”

Abdullah  Al-Azzam, projec
manager for the Games, empha-
sizeel the sheer scale  and
complexity of organizing such a
significant event.

"We're talking about  the

largest sports event in  the
Ringdom,” he saikl. "So the
preparation is up o speed. We're
dolng it on a yearly hasis. It is a
challenge. However, we're up
to the challenge and we have
overachieved that challenge by
making the third edition right
MW

The increased focus on voung
athletes  demonstrates  the
commitment of the Games to
nuriuring emerging talent, he
aciched,

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS

Iconic Sphere in Las Vegas to

host Riyadh Season Noche UFC

Arab Mews | os Yogns

The city of Las Vegas is gearing
up to host the Rivadh Season
Noche TUFC at the lconic Sphere
in Las Viegmas on Saturday,

This event will be the Arst-cver
sports championship held at the
[Las Vegas Sphere as part of UFC
events, and it also marks Rivadh
Season'’s debut as a sponsor i Lhe
LI5,

Following the success of the
Hivadh Season Card in  Los

Angeles, this event is granting
UFC the prestigious title of
naming pariner for the first dme
1o & sponsor, renaming UFC 3086
o Rivadh Season Noche UFC,

The highly anticipated event
Features i banfamweight
title bout, headlined by Secan
O Aalkey from the US defending
his thtle against Georgias Merab
Drvalishvili,

The octagon wall also feature an
electrilying women’s fyweight
title bout, as Mexicos Alexa

CGrrassa faces off against Yalentina
shevehenko from Kyreyesian,

Additiomally, the event will
feature a featherweight bout
between Brian Ortega from the
United States and Diego Lopes
from Brazl.

Haul Hosas Ir. from Mexico will
face Aorigileng from China in the
Bantamwelgzht category, Another
boit will see Ireme Aldama from
Mexicotaking on Norma Dumont
from Brazil ina women's bantam-
wesighit baout,

In the hghtweght category,
Mamuel Torres from Mexico
and Ignacio Bahamondes from
Chile will compete for the title.
Edgar Chairez from Mexico
will face Joshua Van from the
United States im a fyweight bout
Another fHyweight hAght will
feature Homaldo Rodriguez from
Mexwo versus Odde OUshoumne
from Jamaica.

The event will also feature
d women's strawwelght  bout
between Yazmin Jauregui from

Mexico and Retlen Souza from
Brazil, with the event concluding
with a lightweight iight between
Danie]l Zellhuber from Mexioo
and  Esteban  Ribovics  [rom
Argentin.

Bivadh Season  previousky
hosted UFC Fight Night on
June Xk 2024 where Australian
Raobert Whittaker dellversd a
Enockout victory azainst Hussia's
Thram Allskerov in the main
mickdleweight event at Kingdom
Arena,

Sport
Briefs

THE BEET OF THE REST

Tennis

US, Germany
seal Davis Cap
final 8 berths

The: U5 booked their icket to
the Davis Cup Aimal elght with
a 30 win over Slovakia in Zu-
hai on Friday, with Germany
also advancing.

Mackenzie MelDonald
bt Litkas Kletn 6-4, 6-3 in
the: opening singdes mibber
before Brandon Makashima
cascd past Jozel Rovalik 6-3,
6-3 to give the Americans an
nmassatlable 2-00 leack

Austin Erajicek and Raprey
Ham then teamed up in the
douehles to battle past Elein
anwl Norbert Gombss 6-7
(471, T-6 (74, 10-1.

It means a lod.)” said 40th
ranked Makashima. AFP

Football
Cyprusnational

team, Georgian
coach part ways

Georgdan coach Temur
Retshaia lost his job with the
Cyprus national team, the na-
tional federation said Friday,
days after a 4+-0 home loas
against Kosoveo in the TTEFA
Mations League,

The former Newcastle,
Wolverhampion and AER
Athens player was in his third
year with the Cyprus team
now ranked No. 127 by FIFA,
A drogp of 20 places while he
wits in charge. AP

It was not to ba

Afghanistan-
New Zealand

Test abandoned

The one-off Test between
Afghanistan amd New
Zealand was washed out
on Freday after five days of
rain, jusl the eighth Test
in history (o be abandoned
wilthowt a ball being howled.
Alghanistans adopted
home ground at Greater
Nobda, on New Delhi’s
oulskirts, has been hit by
persistent rain over the paast
[orinight, forcing officials to
call the match off
[espite some sunshine
on day one and two — and
increasingly desperate
ground staff using electric
fans — the outhicld remained
sniaked. AFP

Follow Arnb News

e



Jomy King stars in the
wcl-fil movie ‘Uglles,” now
streaming on Nekfi.
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CULTURE

"The Camel Through
the Ages opens at Ithra

New exhibition ties in with Ministry of Culture’s Year of the Camel

Jasmine Bager Difialvan

The King Abdulaziz
Center for World Culture

(Ithra) is currently hosting

“The Camel Through the
Ages” exhibition at its
Dhahran headguarters
in collaboration with

the Rivadh-based Lavan
Culiural Foundation. The
show runs until Nov. 1 in
a year deslgnated by the
Ministry of Culture as
the Year of the Camel.

“Camels have long occupded

a special place in the socicties
of the Arabdan Peninsula,
inclnding the kingdom of Saudi
Arabia; they were a means

of transportation across vasi
distances, crossing mountains,
vallevs, and deserts, similar (o
ship movements within the sea

waves,” [thra said in a statement.

In an emotional keynote
speech at the opening of the

exhibition, LCF foumder,
Prince Fuissal bin Abdullah
bin Mohammed, expressed
the significance of the camel
to the Ringdom's cultural
herlitage and as a symbol of
strengeth and resilience.

Crhacla Al-Tobatshi, cxecutive
dlirectior of the LCF sabd: =We are
very pleased to cooperate with
[thra {on this) exhibition. This
academic and culiural project
aims to enrich the nowledge
of many impartant factz of
ciltural herttage ol past eras”

Last year, the LCF published
a two-volume Arabic-language
book about camels, in coopera-
tion with the King Abdulaziz
Fublic Library. That was the
imspdration for the current
exhibition at Ithra. Some
ol the works were commis-
siomned specifically for the
exhibition, while others
were pant of the bool. The
ghow |5 curated by Kumail
Muthammed Almusaly with the
help of Maryam Al-Dossary.

“We, at Ithra, reached out to
Layan Cultural Foundation to

the ahdrw, T

collaborate on an exhibit specth-
cally for the Year of the Camel.”
Almusaly told Arab News. “And
it fits very well with the intent
af this gallery, which focuses

an the history of Saudi Arabia.

“We came up with five
themes in order to create a
Journey in which the visitor
could fow freely between
the artworks — it is not a
linear jourmey,” he added,

The lve themes are: the
camel as an iconic symbeol of
the Arabian identiiy: the camel
as a meditative or sparitual

connection — especially
through Qurianic verses; the
camel as a source of pride

in camel races and as part

of the family; camels as part
of oral or folk history; and
camels as a companion, in
times of rest and travel,

The first thing visitors seo on
entering the exhibition space is a
collection of paintings, incheding
& 2013 painting by the Saod
artist Abdulrahman Al-Soliman
titled “The Cameel is ruot a Ship”

“This is a statement by a
ploneering artist,” Almusaly

saicl, “(1L%s) a piece that ‘commects’
our perception toward camels.
He is using text over the
painting, which states that
the camel is ‘not the ship
of the desert” He wants to
convert that perception back
10 the reality that the camel is a
creature — it is not an ohject.”
This section of the exhibition
al=o includes digital mosaics
created by the LOF, alongside
works from internationil
and local artists. “There 1s &
part where we switch to how
Western artists have looked at
Eastern culture — how they are
examining the camel and Arabic

culture from their perspec-
tive,” Almusaly explained.
After the paintings, the
show moves on to sculpiures
of vartous styles and sizes, 1o
photographs, (o old coins and
a few traditional garments.
Arabic calligraphy is a pari
of many of the picces.
According to Almusaly, tho
LCF has been instrumental
in “malntaining culture,
matnlaiming history and
preserving culiure through
these materials,” bringing
in experts to examine
each object and in order to
elevate our overall under-
standing of the camel.
Owerall, the exhibitbon provides
ian opporiunity (o examine
the camel through the eves of
various artists, and through a
visual lanpguage that is steeped
i Sauci identity, highlighting
the vital rok: the camwel has
played i the Kingdom's
cultural and cconomic
progress throwzhowut history

Ncree
ScenkE

NEW TO WATCH AT HOME

My Brilliant Friend

Starring: Allba Rohrwacher, lrene
blamring, Fabrizio Gifum

Where: 5N+

Final seascn of the talan drama
sarias basad on Elana Ferrante's
novess, It foousas an the aduit
Ives of protagonists Elena and
Lila as they balance motharhood
with their carears,

Uglies

Starring: Jooy King, Keith
Fowers, Chase Stokes

Where: Netflix

Sci-l movia based on Scott
Westarfeid's novel ' setina
past-apocahmtio future in which
pOSMeEtc Surgseny s mandatory
for E-year-okds to maintain
enforced beawty standards.

SN

' d: Buin

c Circle

Starring: Madelym Rusimyal,
Drarian Hoft, Savannah Millar

Where: Metflix
Season seven of the social-
madia-based realty show in
which contestants are locked
diowm in an apartment complex
and try to charmm and blufT their
way to high popularty rankings

Officer Black Belt
Starring: Kim Woo-bin, Kim
Sung-kyun
Where: MNatill
South Korean actian -:‘,-n-:ru:*.::,:l:,.'
in which a probation officer
wio manages violent criminals

aftar their release teams up
with a skilletd martial artist 1o

monitor and prevent orimes

MUSIC MATTERS

Saudirapper Asayel discusses her debut single, Aslivalv

Adam Grandey Dbl

Saudi rapper, Singer and
songwriter Asavel Bishi (who
uses just her first name as an
artist] has released her debast
single, “Aslivah™ on MDLBeast
Records. Init, according to a
press release, she “addresses
naysayers and doublers with a
playviul smirk, her words laced
with Hejazi slang (Bishi was
born and raized in Makkah
Bt novwe Diwees [ Jeddah) and a
wisdom beyvond her vears.”
The song is billed as “a
slatement of intent™ and
will serve, [or most, as an

introduction to Bishi's miisie,
Her How, on this track at least,
is deliberate, closer to a spoken-
word performance than a

rap. And that was a conscions
diecision, she says.

“I'm actually telling a story.
I'm nok really rapping and I'm
nof singing.” she says, *10s like
I'm talking o someone.

"This 15 stuff that really
happened to me and stuff
that I really want people to
know, I'm basically telling
how people have mocked my
styvle. And the reasons why
they don’t like my siyle,” she
continues, “And at the end, I'm

saving, like, "OK. I'm here. And
I'm enlerng the scene.'™

The track's coloriul
accompanying video was shol
om the streets of Jeddah.

“All the lecations in the
video are very famous (herel.
The director (A hmed Leblehy
winled to reflect the image
that, here in Jeddah, you can
iy these lcreative) things. It's
not just about the beach and
swimming,™ Bishi explains.

“Aslivah,” Bishi tells Arab
MNews, wiis the hrst song she
wiode in Arabic.

“When I started out, |
was writing in English, but

when [ started working with
MDLBeast, they told me, ‘'OK,
now you necd to focus on the
Arabie sicke becatise yonu necd
to communicate with vour
comumunity,™ she says.

“They also told me absoat loscal
artists — I shoukd be listening to,
like Mexiyad and Dafencii.”

It's been an inspiring change,
Bishi explains.

“I have purpose now,” she
savs. “Twant todo it to improve
mvsell, it Talso want todo it to
cncourage other girds to go out
and to sing, to perform, towrite,
Lo rap ... o badld this Female
IOALSIC COTmmLLnity.”



Weekend

ARAB NEWS Saturday, September 14, 2024

James Blake

The UR singer
songwriter, mukti-
instrumentalist, Grammy
winner, and in-demand
LAY el producer has
managed the rare feat

of maintaining both
critical and commymercial
suceess for the majority
ol his career since first
coming to prominence
in his homeland with lis
eponymous 2001 deba
album. That's a Teat which
15 CVEN MOre impressive
when vou consider his
penchant for stylistic
eXperimentation, insganed
by his love of electronic
music, But whatevers
soing on musically, his
s Ful soprano and
smart, honest lyrics

are a constant — his
pogpilarity as a collabo-
ralor among hip-hop's
A-listers tells vou plenty
about the latter.

Top tracks: “| Need A
Forest Fire,” "Coming
Back,”™ “Say Whai

You Will," "Where's

The Catch?”

Ow Coasmicat ks one of
severnd Saudl artists aklso
set to perform at this year's
Azbmiuth festival in AUl

The Blaze
Parns-bascad ambent electimomc
music duo consisting of cowsins
Joneathan and Guilluame Alric,
They're ol the most prolific of
M — n-'ll';|:-:||1],:jl.|.=-.1 t'i;ﬂil singrhes
ani two albums in seven years

— hut the hgh-queakity of thets
caEtparl, o just in terms of songs,
bl viesaally too (thear music
videeos have led to headlines like
Fader's “Somebody Give The

B an Okscar Adready' ™) sugsests
that's a wase stralegy. Thelr
music is a slow-bum dedight that
combines ebements of pop, house,
and dub to create scamething all
thedr own “ Blaze” is French slang
for "“name,” but, Guillaume told
Fader, “the principal meaning ks
wirm and strong things — hove,
ancd hope”

Top tracks: “Termitory,”
“Heaven,” "She” “Places™

MUSIC MATTERS

Who to see at Azimuth

The major acts performing at this year's festival, which runs Sept. 19-21 in AlUla

Ben Bohmer

Critically acclaimed German
[ -producer’s lve shhows
gencrally see him embel-
lish his tracks with live
synthesizers and effects.
Hes known for his progres-

sive house sound, which also

incorporates indie electronica
elements, The Azimuth
dtldience may well get 1o

hear some as-yetb-unreleased
material too, as his new album,
“"Bloom,” drops Sept. 27

Top tracks: “Breathing.”
"Begin Again,” "Home"™

AN AN s e

Jamie Jones
The Loz Angeles-
based Welsh
DJ-progiocer ks a busy
man. Mot content
with putting out a
regitlar siream of his
own music and being
a pood enough I 1o
por Resdcdent Advisor™
rankings in 201, he's
il=0 a member of the
band Hot MNatured,
head of a record
bahel, host of a radio
whwow, aml founder of
onlime store House

of Hot, which sells
clothing, records, and
artwork. In an interview with
Wales Online, Jones credited
his mother for giving him the
ernctional support to pursie his
dreams of a career in miksic. He
recallesd that she told him she
didnt care what he did as bong
as he was happy, “and [ think

to hear that from your parent

at an carly age allows you the
freedom to not care about somse
o the other pressures that life
thirows af voa,”

Top tracks: "Lose My Mind,”
“Fine Fine Baby,” “Summer

ame” “La Musa™

Seth Troxler

The American DiJ-produscer fnmind
fior his mammoth live sets topped
the: Resident Advisor Top RO Dls
paoll the vear after Jamie Jones,
in 3¥2. Like Jones, hbe's a keen
EFrEprETeIr — lesgrcder off
=eviteral Babels and adso osener
of a barbegue restaurant in
Lomclon, Smokey Tails. He's
ko primearily on hogse

andd techao mushe, with a solid
protinding in the Detroit (e

a Michigan native} and Chicagn
sriiracls. Fast theat s pot the surm of
his music by sy means. As he told

Forbes in an inferview last year,

“The best penire is no qenre. | iy

really nod fo be dehnabie,”

Top tracks: "(stll)
WONTHGETL "Hate” “Dead
Koowm: Tiast: Dexier”

Ghostly Kisses
French-Canadian singer-
songwriter Margaux sauve
heads up this musical project,
which is also a collaboration
with producer Louls-Etienne
Santals, her real-life partner,
Sauve’s singular vocals amd gild
for mebodic melancholy have
brought Ghostly Kisses inbernn
tional acclaim, althougzh thei

mcsEt-recent album “Darkroam”™

saw g shift in atmospliere,
Sauve tofd Montreal Rocks
shortlv before (s release, “So
[ar our music has been [eli,

mainly, lfor our introvert fans,
but we wanted them also to feel
it in their body and be able o
move with the mus=ic. That was
kind of a goal. 1 think this albonmn
i a bit more affirmative and
myayhe i bt more confident,”

In that same interview, Sauve
also mentioned that Ghostly
Risses’ fans are “mainly from”®
overseas, citing Sawdi Arabia as
ane of the countries where ber
misic ks most popilar,

Top tracks: “Empty Note,”
“Golden Eves,” “Theres No
AMore Space”™



