to their courage, which he says ‘illustrates
the power of human resilience’, FLAP OPP
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PSUs, mining cos to pay states
royalty, tax dues from 2005: SC

Payments To
Be Staggered
Over 12 Years

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a financial bo-
nanza for mineral-rich states,
supreme Court on Wednes-
dayasked public sector under-
takings and private entities
engaged in mining activities,
as well as those using mineral
produce as raw material, to
pay arrears of rovalty and tax
on mineral-bearing land to
states from 2005 in astaggered
manner over the next 12 years.

A 9judge benchof CJID Y
Chandrachud and Justices
Hrishikesh Roy A S Oka, J B
Pardiwala, Manoj Misra, Ujjal
Bhuvan, S C Sharmaand A G
Masih, with Justice B V Naga-

observed as ‘Partition Horrors
% Remembrance Day’, PM Modi recalls sufferings
“ of people impacted by Partition and pays tribute
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ay WA §
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Japanese PM Fumio Kishida announces
that he won't contest the upcoming
party leadership vote in Sept,

paving the way for the country

to get a new PM, INSIDE JACKET

ad

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY

INDIA'S LARGEST ENGLISH NEWSPAPER

WHO declares Mpox outbreaks in Congo &
elsewhere in Africa a global emergency,
with cases confirmed among children and
adults in over a dozen countries and a new
form of the virus spreading, INSIDE JACKET

Cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar writes -..==$*
about Indian women’s accomplishments -
at the Olympics, and about what it

will take to give more women a
shot at a podium finish, EDIT PAGE

A FORCE For GOOD

This Independence Day, celebrate India’s
unstoppable spirit. Turn to Page 6&7

PAYOUTS TO BEGIN FROM APR 2026

» Arrears won't include interest
on principal amount due, no
penalty for late payment on
demands made before

July 25, 2024, Prerogative of
state legislatures to forego dues
> Payouts, in instalments over
12 yrs, to begin Apr 1, 2026

» Financial implication for
PSUs, without interest, stands
at ¥70,000cr. Together with pvt
sector industries, arrears from
2005 would be 71.5L crore

» States expected to reap
huge windfall are Jharkhand,
0Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh and Rajasthan

P INDIA'S 1ST LITHIUM MINES IN C'GARH, INSIDE JACKET

rathna dissenting, said the ar-
rears would not include inter-
est on principal amount due,
or penalty for late pavment
“on demands made for the pe-
riod before July 25, 2024,

The bench had by 8:1 majo-
rity on July 25 overruled a 19491
7-judge bench ruling (India Ce-
ment case) and agreed with a

2004 5-judge bench decision
(Kesoram case) to give states
right tolevy royalty and tax on
mineral-bearing land. On
Wednesday, it rejected fervent
pleas from Union govt and pri-
vate players for prospective
application of the judgment.

»More on INSIDE JACKET

Retro blow to
CO0S; mining
stocks bruised

he apex court's order on
I mining arrears is expec-
ted to impact the industry at
large, with public and private
sectorplaversstaringatRs1.5
lakh crore to be paid in dues,
report Sanjay Dutta and
Reeba Zachariah.

NMDC chairman Amitava
Mukherjee said the company
was evaluating short- and
long-term implications. SAIL
is looking at an outstanding
of Rs 3,000 crore. Among pri-
vate players, Tata Steel saw an
impact of Rs 17,347 crore. Ma-
jor metal and mining stocks
took a beating Wednesday;
with NMDC falling 6.1%, Hin-
dustan Copper 4.3% and Coal
India 3.2%. OTHER BOOK, P13

Capt killed in encounter
in Doda, civilian injured

No interim bail
to Kejriwal, SC
seeks CBI reply

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Wednesday asked CBEI to
file its response by Aug 23 to
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal's
petition seeking bail in the
excise policy case but refu-
sed to grant him interim bail
onmedical grounds, reports
Dhananjay Mahapatra.
Kejriwal was arrested by
CBI on June 29 when he was
already in ED custody.
Senior advocate Abhis-
hek Singhvi termed CBI's
decision to arrest Kejriwal
an “insurance arrest” as
the latter was on the verge
of getting bail in ED’s
PMLA case, in which he
was granted interim bail
twice by SCitself —oncefor
electioneering and then
while referring the issue of
arresttoalarger bench.

»To hear plea on Aug 23,P 10
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A FORCE ror GOOD

As India celebrates its 78th
Independence Day, we are
delighted to launch a new
series, ‘A Force For Good',
which pays tribute to the
individuals and institutions
that have played a pivotal
role in the country's
transformation over the
years. We begin with a
special centrespread that
celebrates some of the most
memorable milestones in
India’s dramatic journey.
Over the next few weeks,
we will also showcase the
efforts of dynamic and
innovative changemakers
who are working quietly at
the grassroots, laying the
foundations for a brighter
future, one brick at a time.
They, and scores of others
like them, constitute an
unstoppable Force For Good,
propelling India forward as
it seeks to become truly
‘sare jahan se achha'. P 6-7

DOUBLE DELIGHT

oday's bumper issue of
TOl is organised in two
sections, both equally packed
with news and analysis.
To get the full reading
experience of today's
edition, make sure you don't
miss the other section

OTHER BOOK

TOP STORIES
» Hasina remarks won't help
our ties with India: Bangladesh
» Strengthen affirmative
action as inclusion tool: Prez
» IMD issues rain alert for

Wayanad, says floods likely

Jammu: Captain Deepak
Singh of 48 Rashtriva Rifles di-
ed of bullet wounds Wednes-
day while leading an overnight
counteroffensive against a
agroup of three to four heavily
armed Pakistani terrorists in
Assar of Doda
distriect — mar-
king the 17th se-
curity casualty in
JE&EK since May,
with 13 fatalities
in Jammu region and an addi-
tional four killed in Kashmir,
reports Sanjay Khajuria.
Singh’s team gunned down
aterrorist whileacivilianwas
wounded in the crossfire. So-
urces said there could be more
terrorist casualties as four
bloodied rucksacks and clot-
hing were found at the site.

»More on INSIDE JACKET

Rajnath, NSA, CDS
hold review meet

I }efenr:e minister Rajnath
Singh, NSA Ajit Doval,
CDS Gen Anil Chauhan, Ar-
my chief Gen Upendra Dwi-
vedi and others reviewed me-
asures to boost counter-infil-
tration and counter-terror gr-
ids on Wednesdayv. FLAP OPP

EC, MHA agree on
forces for J&K polls

I "C, which reached an agree-
| .ment with the Union home
secretary regarding the extent
of forces to be deploved for
polls in J&K, may announce
the schedule any day after the
revised electoral rolls are pub-
lished Aug 20. FLAP OPP

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Rahul, ally Mamata trade
jibes on doc rape-murder

New Delhi/Kolkata: Cong-
ress MP Rahul Gandhi on Wed-
nesday said the rape-murder
of adoctor in Kolkatahasledto
an “anatmosphere of insecuri-
tv among the doctor communi-
tv and women”. Breaking his
silenee on the sensational case
with astrongstatement that co-
uld be seen as an indictment of
the Mamata Banerjee govt, Ra-
huladded, *“The attempt tosave
the accused instead of provi-
dingjustice tothe victim raises
serious gquestions on the hospi-
tal and local administration.™
Banerjee hit back. *I want
to ask Congress... how many in-
cidents have taken place in vo-
ur states and what action have
vou taken? And under CPM ru-
le (in Bengal), there were a plet-
hora of heinous crimes and the

Miscreants vandalise
hospital late at might

\1 iscreants entered the pre-
mises of RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital in Kolkata
shortly after midnight on
Thursday and vandalised por-
tions of the medical facility
where a doctor was raped and
murdered. The incident took
place even as protesters led by
women took to the streets of
Kolkata and other cities to de-
mand justice for the victim of
the crime. em

govt was silent. Since there was
no social media then, people
were not aware,” she said. uw

P More on INSIDE JACKET

CAS dismisses
Vinesh’s appeal
for silver at Oly

I nasetback to Vinesh Pho-
gat, the ad hoc division of
the Court of Arbitration for
Sport has dismissed the peti-
tion filed by the wrestleraga-
inst her dra-
matic disqua-
lification beto-
rethe women's
a0kg final of
P the Paris Oly-
i mpics.

Vinesh had appealed for
the award of a joint silver
medal asshehadreached the
final in the 50kg category, re-
ports Sabi Hussain. "Appli-
cation filed by Vinesh Pho-
oat on 7 Aug 2024 is dismis-
sed,” read the operative part
of the decision in her appli-
cationagainst UWW & 1OC.

»10A explores options, P 15

Rahul Navin
appointed ED
chief for 2 yrs

T he Centre on Wednesday
| appointed Rahul Navin,
acting chief of Enforce-
ment Directorate, as the
central agency’s full-time
director for a fixed tenure
of two years.
A 1993-batch IRS officer,
he had been holding addi-

»Govind Mohan named
new home secy, P 11

tional charge of ED direc-
tor since Sept last year
when its then chief S K
Mishra demitted office.

Hiselevation had looked
imminent since his promo-
tion to the rank of additio-
nal secretary inJan.,

» More on INSIDE JACKET

India not keen on hosting pink-ball
Tests as they end early: Jay Shah

Team TOI

Africa’s Morne Morkel as

bowling coach of the In-
dian team, board secretary Jay
Shah told TOL. Shah, who visi-
ted TOT's Mumbai office for an
interaction, also made it clear
India was not in favour of hos-
ting pink-ball Tests because
“they end in a couple of days”,

FULL REPORT: P 15

Morkel's contract begins
on Sept 1, Shah said. On pink-
ball Tests under lights, he said,
*“You buy a ticket for a five-day
match, but the game ends in 2-3

I“} CCI has appointed South

Sanjay Hadkar

Morne Morkel wlII be India's new
bowling coach, Shah said

days... There is norefund. Tam
slightly emotional about this.”
India has played four pink-ball
Tests so far, three at home and
one abroad: three have ended

inlessthan three davs.

Shah said he had turned
down Bangladesh Cricket Bo-
ard's request for India to host
the Women's T20 World Cup in
Oct. “Next year, we'll host the
S-overs women's WC. We do
not wanttogive any signal that
we want to host consecutive
World Cups,” he said.

The 35-year-old BCCI secre-
tary unveiled more board pla-
ns, including its state-of-the-
art National Cricket Academy
(NCA) on the outskirts of
Bengaluru which i1s due to
open soon. It can be accessed
by top Indian athletes from
other disciplines too, he said.
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VIKSIT BHARAT 2047
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Bharat Forge Limited, the flagship company of the Kalyani Group, has been at the heart of India’'s growth story for six decades. As a global

provider of high-performance, innovative, and essential components, and with the largest repository of metallurgical knowledge in the region,
we are dedicated to advancing the nation's vision of 'Viksit Bharat@2047. By contributing to economic growth, social progress, and

sustainable innovation, we support India’'s journey towards becoming a developed nation and a brighter future for all.
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BHARAT FORGE LIMITED

() Mundhwa, Pune - 411 036, India. ®+91-20-67042777
) corporate.communication@bharatforge.com &) www.bharatforge.com
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Centre For Railway

Information Systems

I::r|.'_||-.al-:'!,-.;'|!;_\|_|r|_ Mew Leldhe=-1100ET
Tender No. 012352604

Subject: Procurament of Supply and
Implementation of Functional Testing
Tools along with Test Management and
relatad items for 3 years.

Date of Closing - 18.09.2024 (15:30 Hrs)
Pre-bid Meeting on - 28 082024 (11,30
HRS) at CRIS, ITPI Building, 4-A Quter
Ring Road, IP Estate, New Delhi-110002.
Tender Documents can be downloaded
from Websile www.ireps.gov.in
Forfuture modification / extensions pl, see
WWW.Ireps.gov.in.

CIN: U31200UP2003SGC027460
e i gee
ifaam demfafas =1 Oy fagm
FuER  fremm #- (1) FRowo
faafads-17.,2024-25 fagm g
famm SUE-wUW, WENE h aEei
e e wivaerl = oee = ow
( 2y Frowo faafadar-18./2024-25 Toam
Ty famm mwe-gdl, s %
w1 mE (3) frodo faefadar-
19./2024-25 Taga Fmm faam ==
wqd, ey & oaEe wdrmd s
oS #1332 FAL T 11 w4 FHaw
wigfén fwe it @ngfE ) (4) Frowo
faafadx-20-2024-25 faoaofacdE?
9, AT F AT Y- HEE T A
ATSAT W B A T & fawg
et & = | (5) TRowo faefadsr-
21-2024-25 TEpRofa0ED-waY, HEME
F EAETE 33 FAEL w1 FA
FoHiodo * AETEfEn | F=H) (6)
o0 fawfanar-22.,2024-25
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Tiodn T 11 .41 Ho0 w0 | §-
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ﬂamge www dvynlorg T 9T (A
wuftaror sifuesn ) wefis F Faaedt
AT | T 7383/ 9.1, e, faae

ferei 14.08.2024

| Heartiest congratulations on

INDEPENDENCE
U DAY

“Warm greetings to all the residents of Delhi on the 78" Independence Day. Bid system under Deposit are hereby
invited on behalf of the Chairman, U.P.

. . . . . . Jal Nigam (Urban) invites e-bids for
Let us reaffirm our commitment to the nation on this historic day Survey, Soll Investigation, Design,

; s Supply of all materials, labour, T&P
and work unitedly for the development of the country.” ot Yonuiiad-for Cansiontsien:

Erection, Completion, Testing &
. . Commissioning of Water Supply Works
J Cl | H | n d | such RCC Over Head Tank, CWR cum
= Pumphouse, Rising Main, Distribution
System, Pump House, Boundary Wall,
Gate, Site development, Renovation of
existing facilities and Construction of
Tube wells including PLC SCADA
automation and other appurtenant
works of water supply as specified in
tender document of RAMPURA Nagar
Panchayat Water Supply Scheme,
District- Jalaun on Turnkey Basis., from
eligible, reputed and experienced
bidder. e-bid documents will be
available for download from
16.08.2024 by 12:00 Hrs. e-bids can
be submitted till 12.09.2024 up to
17:00 Hrs. and technical bid shall be
opened on 13.09.2024 at 12:00 Hrs.
in Office of The Superintending
Engineer, Construction Circle, U.P. Jal
Nigam (Urban), Jhansi in presence of
contractor or their authorized
representative, e-tender Cost is Rs
20000.00 + GST @ 18% for tender.
Details are available on U.P. Gowt, e-
procurement portal http://
etender.up.nic.in & U.P. Jal Nigam
(Urban) website www.jn.upsdec.gov.in.
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Email : seurbanjhscircle@gmail.com

Ref. No.: BOZ/M-4,/91
Date: 12.08.2024

JIP/Shabdarth/Display/0015/24-25

; o . ; 3 NORTHERN RAILWAY 7
1 3 313 b Ib@ TENDER NOTICE o oty
NORTHERN RAILWAY ?'— NATIONAL CENTRE FOR POLAR AND OCEAN RESEARCH - | s Track Supply Officer-ll/N,Rly./Baroda House- Mew Delhi, acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-
: M:Ii Vasco-da-Gama, Goa-403804 cHLEmRATIE tender against Tender no. CSP-KSF_03 2024-25 and CSP-KSF 04 2024-25 dated 12.08.2024, Closing dated
TENDER NOTICE Amiit A Eoteay 03.09.2024; 15:00 Bidders will be able to submit their ariginal/revised bids up to closing dated and time only, Manual
The DirectorAdmini Northem Raitway Central Hospital, New Delhi-110055, for and on WALK-IN- INTERVIEW offers are nnlalinweﬂ against this tender, and any such manual offer received shall be lgnored. Contractor are allowed to
behalfof the President of India invites sealed open electronic-tenders forunder noted work - make payments against this tender lowards earnast money Only through online payment modes available on IREPS
- : g i _ _ : partal like Net banking, Debit card, Credit card elc. Manual payments through Demand draft, Banker's cheque, Depaosit
ﬁ-ﬂ Name of work zlnpgtf':;""w::: 'E:;““; cﬂmi:i':gm “ﬂiziﬁf The Director, NCPOR invites eligible and prospective Indian Nationals for receipts, FOR elc. are not allowed. Other details about tender are available on website www.ires.gov.in
i e d.pB:E_{md i 2 filling up the position of Junior Research Fellow at NCPOR on temporary contract basis 8| tende Discilotion tecder | Exrast | Periodior
A. |Repairtoleaky roofand | Rs B9.99.88153 | Rs 80000~ | BMonths | 05.00.2024 under project mode through walk-in-interview on 17% September, 2024 (Tuesday) No. No. Value Money |Completion
providing covering over ¢ : _ at 08:30 AM (onwards) at NCPOR. For detailed advertisement, terms and conditions 01| CSP-KSF_03_ |Supply, installation and commissioning of IP based CCTV camera |16 34 682.03] 3270000 | 08 month
water tanks & AC units and roof of buildings in NRCH in the section of and instructions visit our-wiehsite Wwow.nepar rasin ' 2024-25 dated |moniloring system with all accessories for remole monitoring of| i
SSEMINRCH. - g L 1 St s . 12082024 |gleeper production in Concrete Sleeper Plant, Northern Raitway
B. |Operation and s | Fis. 5096.086.26 | Rs,01900- | 36 Months | 06.09.2004 Sd/ (Time18:33 s. )| K halispur- Varanasi by installing CCTV cameras at critical locations
maintenance of 200 S i Live feed fr shall b ied to Zonal HQ and RDS0,
KLD combined sewage treatment plant and effluent treatment plant with online fasmgs & NCPOR/13/2024 Head (Administration) 8 TR TOT SRS SNA S P PLE ;
i . i I oz| CSP-KSF_04_ |Operation washout and maintenance of steam coal boiler Including | 70 30 188.00{1 40 800.000 12 month
mun_ltﬂnng system for three years at Northem Railway Central Hospital in the 2024-25 dated |arrangements of steam coal at Concrete Sleeper Plant, Northem hpyoat Rlech I P
section of S3EWMRCHunder ADEMMRCH. 12.08.2024 |Railway, Khalispur-Varanasi
The e-tender iz o be submit through railway website "wwwilreps.gov.in'. The (Time18:36 hrs.)
tenders can be submit on wabsite up 1o 15:00 brs. on 06.09.2024 and shall be opened As per tendr natice i ] -
g Qty P Date of Opening 03.08.2024 at 15:00 | op; Elll
No.: 128-W-269-0.E.T-5A-5B-NRCH-2024-25 Date: 13,08.2024 Mote: The complate information alang with tender document of above E-Procurement Tender is available in website on e

| SERVING CUSTOMERS WITHA SMILE R | UuH 99, SERES ST, STER-3HT-1 (91-2) AeSX Higs i i o, e R
FUTURE 15 HERE SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 2508124

Toll Free No. 18001808296, Crrs < : www.yamunaexpresswayauthority.com

[ fa=®: 14.08.2024
99id: 918 3.0/ Hold /669 / 2024 - CEl
NORTHERN RAILWAY = T Hmﬂﬁ? uiftrever & daev 2241 4 24 Hew 491 wes, a2 €iftued, N9 dee @ .

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE - e Bt et GATI SHAKTI VISHWAVIDYALAYA
me.Sr Dusional Engineer.Il, Norther Railway, Delh Division invies E-Tender for | | piap] aren [ eareray| et a1 @ISR B A 9 Il mﬁrg AT wg‘r (A Central University under the Ministry of Railways, Government of India)
1] Name of work: Augmentation of wal k fr head tank T | e | Bd aere | faswa i

:::r:ll-::'alna:u:’:] statinr?lt-:n;:-ldingngng r;::?ai;rfﬁfnﬁlgf gﬁjh:f:rm-nﬁlmwztf:pipeealinea;::nr el 0 $TEdRN Bl ?:T Lalhaug’ vadudara’ GUJal'at 390004
ing line 1.2.3 & platform 2,3 and i5i i diffi ] i i ¥
::?lf::r;gr Igfnpgr acmpu:mlz}walzr usﬂjlﬂaﬂgﬂwzsl::;an;lefr:;::ﬂ 'n..:'InE;? r;ttahﬁ:s; {g ;ﬂ = TR _ _ il {g ﬂ} } Gsvaﬂaded mi55i0n5-2024 14;" '::‘ﬂ.l|r 2024
Terminal and special repair lo platform surface, water booths. connecting 1| mz | 775 | 26180 |4 gaw gen Beg B am wamge 0.1260 0.1260
underpasses & paltways, dvyengian acles,flamingofstone granteatiferent | ™[ gg ™ ["76 [ 01010 | sy vt xores P, 7 SR 01010 21010 SPOT ROUND ADMISSIONS: B.TECH PROGRAMS (AY 2024-25)

signages at diferent locations as and where required as per new Railways norms m Hﬁf G ﬁ;& GFF:T .;:[ afe foset cafae &t Eﬁ'ﬁ; amafer % fﬁ TE ﬁ‘ﬂ‘fﬁﬂ w0 3 15 fae7 & arev Hﬂﬁ%ﬁ'ﬂ'{ﬂﬂ"ﬁ GEH Shaktl Vishwavidya]aya {GSV), Vadﬂdafa iE 3 CEH’[I‘E!

atAnand Vihar Raillway Terminal in the sfo SSEMIANYT under ADENMNDLS.

{ Bopeeocetnf Ve OB G v N fﬂfﬁﬁ;{ﬂimw ————1 | University established by an Act of Parliament vide Central
e i || S s e 4 o e | Wity of Riiways, Govt. of ndia. Being 2 Univery of
: EZSE?E%?E&ZT:;}}" o S;DT:;E 4o 1500 e ¥ . w1 A q gRarerE G R first of-its—kind, GSV focuses on transport and logistics related
6 Ezgim?ﬁi%zg&:%immnm TR " :1 m;;fﬁﬁ?;ﬁ“ 5¢ @ 204 G weH 4 e qEve wen| edu.catlr::-n, I'I:'IU|'[I.dISEIp|Ir'IEIII'y r.esearch anc.:'l gxecutwe?rammg.

TR YT e e g el Online Applications are invited from eligible candidates for the

s The tenderar's must ba ragistered on the Indian Railway E - Procurement system UEeE & 15 (A & arey ﬁ.ﬂﬁ.ﬂﬁfﬂ'ﬂfﬁﬁﬂﬁ Tl RFEF'-FE]:T{TEF afr fr wrfdrsTor 5 aoey anae sy IS0 Eth rou nd admiEEiDn tﬂ thE B.TE'I:h prﬂg rams. ThE 'Eligihiliti\'r

. B ay Trow i, Y P E | ot Faaey criteria are the same as of JoSAA/CSAB. For more details on
¢ Nomanualoffers are acceptable. a1 vaed ol fa e | | the eligibility criteria, application procedure, the programs on offer

¢ Costoftender decument and Eamest money il be sccepiae o et | R e bk abaatudd | and to apply, visit the GSV website (https://gsv.ac.in). Last date to
1 . . . .

banking or payment gateway only. = i L g L £ : - - ; 3
: . # AfaRea aifen /sefRin / siai- ar fE ff ger &1 e Fodo g6 9w 9 adg 2 :
Mo. No. 12B-Wr280/e Tender Notice/NIT/2712024-25/'W-3 Dated: 12.08.2024 . q; C apply is 22!0 8!2 uz 4.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE AT 546 Ad D Fig—weEl o guia: add 8 a0 sidal-mges & 9me fasma-l |

g4 | Afers sire & fae wifSresyor &) 994913 www.yamunaexpresswayauthority.com 2% |

Follow us on: B twitter.com/gsv_vadodara
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53 client governments in India.

Long-standing partnerships with countries
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with a network of over 570
visa application centres.

Processed over 63 million
applications in India since 2001.

First outsourced visa services partner of
the Ministry of External Affairs (India) in 2008.
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Providing passport, visa, and
consular services for
India in 13 countries.

Handled over 20 million
applications so far.
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Pravasi Bhartiya Sahayata Kendra,
a 24/7 information dissemination and
grievance redressal centre started by the
MEA for Indian diaspora, since 2014,
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TRYSTS THAT SHAPED
INDIA'S DESTINY

or an ancient civilisation like India, 77 years is the blink
of an eye. But for a modern nation, it's a significantly long
period. Long enough for us to take note of, and marvel at,
the enormous strides that we've taken in this period.

VS Naipaul famously wrote of a million mutinies in India.
Todav, we can just as aptly talk of a million revolutions.
each one transforming the country in dramatic ways.

Numbers can serve as milestones that record how far we've come.
India’s GDP has gone up from $37 billion in 1960 to $3,550 billion now.
We have added over 30 years of life expectancy in the same period. But
while statistics tell a tale, they don’t do justice to what is, ultimately
a triumph of the human spirit in multiple fields of endeavour, from
agriculture to space, from sporting arenas to corridors of academia.
from factories to films. They don't adequately capture the enormity
of vision of the pioneering men and women who dared to dream, the
resilience of those who overcame daunting odds to nurture formidable
institutions, the vibrant energy of the innovators who continue to
remake India, driven by the audacity of hope.

They don't begin to encapsulate how Brand India has become the
softest of superpowers, simultaneously enlightening the world through
the timeless wisdom of Yoga and Ayurveda, enchanting it with the magic
of cinema, and dazzling it with the prowess of its huge diaspora, which is
now contributing numerous global leaders, both in politics and business.

Today, as India celebrates the completion of 77 years since that
unforgettable midnight tryvst with destiny, we pay tribute to a few
sectors in which we have made the most dramatic leaps. This is by no
means a complete or exhaustive list of the myriad changes in a country
of the size and complexity of India. But it is a humble effort to salute
those who worked tirelessly to transform the countrv.

India has come a long wav from where it all began in 1947. But our
journey is by no means over. We still have miles to go and promises to
keep. Fortunately, every day, in every part of this vast and vibrant nation,
unsung heroes labour silently to bring real change at the grassroots.
Their efforts go largely unnoticed, but time and patience have a way of
eventually yielding dramatic results. Over the next few weeks, we will
bring vou some of their stories. Together, these determined men and
women — and millions more like them — are propelling India forward.
Collectively, they make up an unstoppable force. A Force For Good.

BULLOCK CART
TO OUTER SPACE

An Apple Defies Gravity e A last-minute test had to be carried
out on India’s first indigenous communication satellite. And it
needed to be done in a non-magnetic environment ahead of its
1981 launch on European Space Agency’s Ariane rocket. The best
option was to

lug the satellite

— called Apple, p | -
or Ariane
Passenger
Pavload
Experiment —
all the way to
science labs in
one of the big
cities, which
would have
involved a
considerable
expense of time
and money. The
scientists figured they could just as easily do the test with the
satellite placed on a bullock cart standing in an open field. Cost of
the fix: 5 hours and Es 150.

Acing The Launch Sequence « The Apple mission paved the
way for the development of INSAT and GSAT satellites, but India
also needed its own launch capabilities to be counted among
space pioneers. Enter the SLVs, or satellite launch vehicles. It was
with the launch of SLV-3 — our first experimental satellite launch
vehicle — in July 1980 that India became the sixth member of an
exclusive club of space-faring nations. From there on followed
the ‘Angmented’, ‘Polar’, and *‘Geosynchronous’ SLVs, allowing
India to not only launch its own satellites but also emerge as a
major commercial transporter. Commercial launches started
in 1999 and Isro has so far ferried well over 300 satellites of
motre than 30 countries to space.

Dark Side Of The Moon e Once you have the rocket, space
tripping becomes possible. In 2008, Chandravaan-1 took off
from Sriharikota. India’s first lunar mission met its objectives
— it also was the first to confirm the presence of water
molecules there — and laid the ground for a moon landing
with its sequel, Chandrayaan-2 came in 2019 but if it made a
hard landing on the lunar surface, Isro also bounced back

with Chandrayvaan-3 in 2023. India became the fourth

country to get to the moon and was the first to have landed

near the lunar south pole, paving the way for the intriguing
possibility of the discovery of water there.

On Your Mars » in between the Chandrayaan
missions, Isro also called on Mars. The Mars
Orbiter Mission (MOM), India’s first
interplanetary mission, took off’ in 2013 and Isro
became the fourth space agency to reach the red
planet’'s orbit. It was a real bang for the buck.
too. MOM outlasted its designated mission

life of six months to complete over seven

vears in Mars® orbit and cost only

$74 million. It takes more to make

Hollyvwood movies on space,

some pointed out.

JUDGMENTS THAT
CHANGED SOCIETY

Protecting Privacy  The move towards “digital
India” made lives easier, but the fear of losing
privacy got more pronounced. In 2017, the Supreme
Court declared Right to Privacy was a fundamental
right. SC ruled that Right to Privacy was “intrinsic
to life and personal liberty and is inherently
protected under Article 217.
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Same-Sex Love Isn't Criminal ¢ Introduced by
the British in 1861, modelled on its own 16th century
Buggery Act, Section 377 criminalised consensual
seX between persons of the same sex. In 2018,

all that changed as SC upheld the right to
equal citizenship of members of the
LGBTQ+ community. It ruled that
Section 377 was unconstitutional “in so
far as it criminalises consensual sexual
conduct between adults of the same sex”
and that punishing sexual activity
between two consenting adults under Section
377 violated the right to equality, privacy and
personal liberty of such persons.

Making Workplaces Safer « if workplaces are
now aware of sexual harassment, it is because SC
stipulated the *Vishakha Guidelines,” enacting the
Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition & Redressal) Act in

2013. It defined sexual harassment as

unwelcome sexually-determined 2
10 A

.

behaviour (whether directly or by
implication) like physical contact and
advances, a demand or request for
sexual favours, sexually ecoloured

remarks or showing pornography.
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1956: When India Finished 4th In Football

In The Olympics ¢ Hard to believe today, but
it's true. Neville Stephen De Souza, the nippy
striker, fired a delightful hat-trick, leading to
India’s memorable 4-2 triumph over host
Australia in Melbourne. In the semifinals, India
even led formidable Yugoslavia 1-0 at one stage;
poacher De Souza the scorer. The improbable
was happening. But in the end, India went down
1-4. A 0-3 loss to Bulgaria in the battle for bronze
meant the team finished fourth. Now, nearly 70
vears later, the triumph remains India's high
point in a sport that's largely frustrated fans.

1975: When India Won A World Cup In
Hockey e In the previous edition of the
championship, India had suffered a heart-
breaking loss after missing a penalty stroke in
‘sudden death’ against the Netherlands in the
final. But in Kuala Lumpur, India pulled off a
famous victory, overcoming Pakistan 2-1ina
thrilling final to lift the cherished trophy.
Equally remembered is the 3-2 victory over
Malaysia in the semifinal. At one point of time,
with barely five minutes left, India trailed 1-2.
Defender Aslam Sher Khan's penalty
conversion, after kissing the amulet given by his
mother, is one of the unforgettable stories of
Indian sports.

1983: When Kapil's Devils Became The

Lords Of Cricket « Many sceptics were forced
to eat their words — literally, in the case of
journalist David Frith — after India stunned
2-time champions West Indies. Another story;
probably apocryphal, goes that someone bet on

W
T

Normalising *Atypical’ » When the Punjab
and Haryana HC denied Deepika Singh, a
nurse at PGI-Chandigarh, maternity leave
because she had availed it twice earlier
when she had children from her previous
marriage, Singh moved SC. This opened up
a new world for atypical families and same-
sex couples. The ruling, which took note of
her “circumstances”, expanded the
definition of ‘family’ in Indian law to
include unmarried partnerships, queer
relationships and single-parent families.
“Atypical families are deserving of equal
protection under law guaranteed under
Article 14 and benefits available under
social welfare legislation,” the court said.

‘Basic Structure’ « In 1973, a 13judge
Supreme Court bench ruled with a slender
7-6 margin that Parliament cannot alter the
‘basic structure’ of the Constitution ‘so as
to change its identity’. Earlier, the court
had held that the power of Parliament to
amend the Constitution was unfettered.
All that changed with the ruling in the
Kesavanada Bharati vs state of Kerala case.
This still holds.

when President’s rule was a stick that the

govt at the Centre would readily wield over

states run by an opposition party. But that's

no longer the case, thanks mainly to the

SR Bommai judgment. In its 1994 decision,

Supreme Court came down against the
misuse of emergency provision under

A Article 356 by the Centre to arbitrarily

dismiss state govis. Centre-state

i relations may remain a contested area,

but are on a firmer footing due to the
lines drawn by the top court,
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an Indian victory and

won an island, ilustrating
how implausible the triumph
was. The 43-run victory, the first major
sporting conquest to be telecast widely in India,
set the tone for the one-day cricket revolution.
It also made cricket India’s national obsession,
and paved the way for the triumphs that
followed in 2007, 2011 and 2024,

1988: When Viswanathan Gave Anand «

India is one of the superpowers of world chess
today. Five-time World Champion V Anand
started the fire. The Lightning Kid from
Chennai became India’s first Grand Master in
1988. Today, India has 85 GMs.

2008: Bindra's Bull’s Eye ¢ India had never
won an individual gold at the Olyvmpics. In
Beijing 2008, shooter Abhinav Bindra wiped out
the national deficiency In the 10m air rifle
category, he overcame the local favourite,
shooting with acecuracy and calm, and became
India's unofficial Godfinger forever.

2016 & 2020: Sindhu's Double Delight «
Saina Nehwal became the first Indian to

win a badminton medal, a bronze, in
the London Olympics. But PV
Sindhu created Indian badminton
2.0. The Hyderabad-born shuttler
produced a masterclass in tenacity
to wrench out a silver in Rio. Four
vears later, she delivered another
bronze in Tokvo. There was also the
women's singles world title at Basel in

2019, A common feature in the rise and success
of both players was their coach Pullela
Gopichand, an all-England winner whose
academy groomed a crop of top shuttlers.
2021: India’s Spearhead o After sprinter
Norman Pritchard’s two silvers in Paris 1900,
India had never won another Olympic medal in
athletics. Just when the nation was resigned to
reducing its ambitions, Neeraj Chopra came out
of nowhere to claim a gold in javelin in Tokyo.
This was just the beginning. He dominated his
discipline for 3 years, winning the World
Championship and the Diamond League. In
Paris 2024, he earned the only silver of the
117-strong contingent.

2024: Just Two Good » In Tokyo, bad luck
dogeed Manu Bhaker. A pistol malfunction botched
the Haryvana teenage shooter’s guest for a medal.
The reaction was sharp. Against this backdrop,
Manu's double medal haul in 10m air pistol
(individual, and team with Sarabjot Singh) in Paris
this year was an inspiring tale of redemption for
the shooter. The achievement was special because

she became the first Indian after Independence to
win two medals at a single Olyvmpics.

A FORCE For GOOD

TEMPLES OF
MODERN INDIA

Bhakra Nangal Dam « Bhakra Dam

across the Sutlej River is one of the highest gravity
dams in the world at 741 ft (226 m). Together with the
downstream Nangal Dam, these are referred to as
Bhakra-Nangal dam. Bhakra Dam’s reservoir, known
as the Gobind Sagar, stores up to 9.34 billion m* of
water, It is located near Punjab’s border with Himachal
Pradesh. When it was completed in 1963 — 15 years
after it was commissioned in 1948 — Jawaharlal Nehru
described it as the “new temple of resurgent India”.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Indira Gandhi Canal ¢ 1t took almost five decades
to complete but bringing water to the desert isn't an
easy job. Work on the Rajasthan Canal, renamed
Indira Gandhi Canal in Nov 1984, began in 1958, and
now runs over 650km, bringing in a dash of green to
the Thar desert. It now irrigates over 16 lakh acres in
Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer and Barmer districts.

Kolkata/Delhi Metro « The plan was drawn way
back in 1920. But the foundation stone for the Kolkata
(then Calcutta) Metro was laid only in 1972 and
operations began in 1984. It became India’s first rapid
transit system and a blueprint for Metros in other
Indian cities. Delhi was a late-starter, but it blazed a
trail after the first Metro track — the Red line —
opened in 2002. Delhi Metro now has 10 colour-coded
lines that stretch over 350km with 256 stations. It has
a daily ridership of 46 lakh, making it India’s largest
and busiest Metro.

Atal Tunnel « 1t is the world’s highest highway
tunnel, at 10,000 feet, built under the Rohtang Pass in
Himachal Pradesh. The 9.02km stretch now links
Ladakh to Manali and Chandigarh year-round. It
provides strategic advantage to the Armed Forces,
which get vear-long connectivity to border areas.

Chenab Rail Bridge ¢« The Chenab Rail Bridge

the world’s tallest rail bridge at 1,178 feet, spanning
the Chenab river — connects Kashmir to the rest of
India. It was inaugurated in Aug 2022. The steel and
concrete arch bridge carryving a single-track railway
line connects Sangaldan and Reasi stations. Train
gservices that will connect Kashmir to Jammu are
expected to start soon.

Mumbai Trans Harbour Link « india‘s financial
capital, Mumbai, has always been synonymous with
bad traffic. That changed for some early this year with
the Mumbai Trans Harbour Link, a 21.8km six-lane
expressway bridge — the world’s 12th longest sea
bridge — connecting Mumbai and Navi Mumbai. The
bridge, first conceptualised six decades ago, has cut

travel time between Sewri (near Parel in Mumbai) and
Chirle in Navi Mumbai to under 20 minutes.

OUR BUILDING BLOCKS

lITS » “Here stands the fine monument of India...,
India’s future in the making...” said Jawaharlal
Nehru, while delivering the first convocation address
at ITT-Kharagpur in 1956. It was the country’s first
IIT, set up in 1950 after a commitiee recommended
these institutes be developed along the lines of
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, While four
other campuses came up in quick succession —
Bombay (1958), Madras (1859), Kanpur (1959) and
Delhi (1961) — more HTs followed after a long gap.
There are now 23 1I'Ts.

lIMS » After India became independent, the Planning
Commission was entrusted to oversee the
development of the nascent nation that was
witnessing rapid growth in the 50s. The commission
began finding it difficult to get managers to run the
public sector enterprises that were being established.
In 1858, the panel invited a UCLA professor to set up
an institute of management studies. In 1961, the first
of the IIMs came up in Calcutta, followed by
Ahmedabad and Bangalore. There are 21 [IMs

in the country now.

BITS-Pilani = At a time when India was building its
IITs, a regional engineering college in Pilani in
Rajasthan was transformed into a top national
university in 1964, backed by GD Birla. Birla Institute
of Technology and Science (BITS-Filani) now has
campuses in Goa, Hyderabad and even Dubai.

AlNIMS = Kolkata's loss was Delhi's gain. When the
first AIIMS was proposed in Calcutta, former West
Bengal CM Bidhan Chandra Roy said no, So,
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, health minister in the Nehru
Cabinet, built the institute in Delhi in the early 50s,
after she introduced a bill in Parliament.

FTIl » From Smita Patil, Naseeruddin Shah and
Shabana Azmi to Santosh Sivan and Rajkumar Rao,
the sprawling Film and Television Institute of India
(FT1l) campus in Pune has given India’s best in
cinema, FTII came up in 1960, when India saw a
culture boom. It also had the likes of Shyvam Benegal,
Mrinal Sen and Adoor Gopalakrishnan as its
presidents and Satyajit Ray, Ritwik Ghatak and
David Lean as its faculty members.

NID » Yet another path-breaking institute came up in
the 1960s when the National Institute of Design was
established in Ahmedabad. It came at a time when a
voung India was faced with the task of nation

building and balancing traditions with modern
ideas and technology.
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PATHBREAKERS

Mother Teresa | Peace (1979) » She was born Anjeze Gonxhe
Bojaxhiu in Skopje, Macedonia, in 1910. She reached India in 1929
after spending a year in Ireland. Her first stop was Darjeeling and
then she moved to Calcutta, teaching at Loreto School. In
1946, during a train ride from Calcutta to Darjeeling,
she experienced what she says was an “inner call”
to serve the poor. And thus came up the
Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta in 1950,
Mother Teresa dedicated her life to the poor, sick
and dying, for which she won the Nobel. She was

canonised as Saint Teresa of Calcutta in 2016.

Nobel “...for his contribution to welfare economics
and social choice theory and for his interest in

the problems of society's poorest members”. He
reasoned that to accurately evaluate people’s well-
being, economists need to consider information
bevond just income. This reshaped thinking in
development and welfare economics.

Kailash Satyarthi conceived and led the Global
March Against Child Labour, covering 80,000km
across 103 countries to demand an international
law on worst forms of child labour. This protest
led the International Labour Organisation to
adopt a convention protecting children against
exploitation and hazardous work.

A FORCE For GOOD

WORLD AT THEIR FEET

Sundar Pichai ¢ Born in Madurai, educated at [IT
Kharagpur, Stanford and Wharton, Pichai joined Google in
2004. He led product management and innovation efforts for
Google's client software products like Chrome and
Chrome0S, and was largely responsible for Google Drive.
He also oversaw Android. It came as no surprise when he
was appointed Google's CEO 1n 2015.

Satya Nadella « When Satva Nadella

was named the third CEO of Microsoft in
2014, he had to fill the very big shoes of
Bill Gates and Steve Ballmer.
Apart from his technical and
business skills (MS in computer
science in the US and MBA from
University of Chicago Booth
School of Business), he brought

Rishi Sunak » Whoever would have thought an Indian would
run Great Britain? But that's exactly what happened when
Rishi Sunak became British PM on Oct 25, 2022, aged just 42.
Sunak was born in Southampton, UK, to Indian parents who
migrated to Britain from East Africa. He was in office till last
July Elsewhere in the world, too, Indians have become a
political foree, with US vice-president Kamala Harris (Tamil
mother, Jamaican father) in the race for US president.

Ajay Banga ¢ Ajay Banga had already worked with a

President and vice-president of the US. Barack Obama

made him a member of his Advisory Committee for Trade

Policy and Negotiations in 2015 and he was an adviser to

Kamala Harris. Now, Pune-born Banga, an alumnus of

St Stephen’s College, Delhi, and IIM-A, is the 14th
president of the World Bank. Earlier, he was with top

companies like Mastercard.

COUNTRIES WITH HIGHEST OVERSEAS INDIANS

a shift in the company’s US PiOs 54.1 lakh
philosophy, revising its UAE B 357

mission statement to Malaysia I 291

“empower every person .

and every organisation Canada = 28.8

on the planet to achieve
more.” He orchestrated

Saudi Arabia [ 246

a cultural shift at
Microsoft by
emphasising empathy,
collaboration, and a
*growth” mindset.

Abhijit Banerjee | Economics (2019) ¢ He was awarded the
Mobel Prize for economics along with his partner Esther Duflo and
Michael Kramer for their extension of the concept of randomised
control trials — much used in the sciences — to the fight against
poverty. Banerjee and Duflo are cofounders of the Abdul

Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL), an
organisation whose “mission is to reduce poverty by
ensuring that policy is informed by scientific
evidence”, They try to do this by breaking up the
problem of poverty into smaller issues that can be
fixed by using field experiments to see what works
best in the real world. Among the areas they
have worked on are improving educational
outcomes and child health.
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SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL

It was everything that India of the 80s wasn't. Not a ponderous
behemoth huffing and puffing to negotiate its passage but a
blithe maverick able to confidently, and quietly, make its way.
Not an ungainly workhorse weighed down by the decades but a
petite charmer that had shed the burden of the past. It was of
the govt, but not official. In fact, it was the first (and perhaps,
the only) people’s car of India; not of the babudom and red tape,
but for the bazaar and baraat. And so liberating — that too about
a decade before liberalisation. The vear was 1983. The inaugural
price: Rs 47,500. The engine: 800cc. The rest is stuff of road
legend. The last of the over 28 lakh Maruti 800s rolled out in
2014, but it will forever be a symbol of humble elegance that
changed the way India drove.
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INHERITANCE OF WORDS

Midnight’s Children, Salman Rushdie « Published in 1981,
Salman Rushdie’s ‘Midnight's Children’ went on to win the
Booker, Best of the Booker and James Tait Memorial Prize. [t's a
loose allegory of events in 1947, with the protagonist born at the
exact moment when India became independent. Having lived
under the shadow of a fatwa for many vears, Rushdie was

stabbed multiple times in Aug 2022, but survived, though he lost
vision in one eve. His latest work, Knife, recounts this attack.

The Golden Gate & A Suitable Boy, Vikram Seth »
Published in 1986, The Golden Gate made Vikram Seth a
literary household name in India, and in the US. The novel,
written in verse composed of 5390 Onegin stanzas, was inspired
by Charles Johnston's translation of Pushkin's ‘Eugene
Onegin’. Seven vears later, Seth came up with another
blockbuster novel — A Suitable Boy — spanning 1,488 pages
(paperback), making it one of the longest novels published in a
single volume.

The Shadow Lines, Amitav Ghosh e The novel,
published in 1988, is set against the backdrop of
historical events like the Swadeshi Movement,
World War II, Partition and communal riots of
1963-64 in Dhaka and Calcutta. The futility of

border lines is presented through these events.

God of Small Things, Arundhati Roy « “The Great Stories
are the ones you have heard and want to hear again. The ones
you can enter anywhere and inhabit comfortably That is their
mystery and their magic,” wrote Arundhati Roy in her debut
novel, ‘The God of Small Things’, which bagged the Booker
Prize in 1997. Then Harper Colling’ editor Pankaj Mishra sent
the draft of the novel to British publishers and Roy received a
£500,000 advance.

Inheritance of Loss, Kiran Desai « Her mother, Anita Desai,
was a trailblazer, with novels like the iconic ‘Clear Light of
Day’. When Kiran Desai went up to receive the Man Booker
Prize in 2007 for ‘The Inheritance of Loss,’ she was — at 35

the youngest female author to be awarded this prize. Set in

the mid-90s, the book dwells on globalisation, terrorism
and immigration.

The Immortals of Meluha, Amish Tripathi
When “The Immortals of Meluha’, Amish Tripathi’s
first novel and the first book in the Shiva trilogy, was
published in 2010, it started a new trend in Indian
writing — the mythological novel. Along with Chetan
Bhagat, he was also the key driver in making popular
writing in English commercially viable.

Chemmeen, 1965 « Malavalam writer Thakazhi

At $145,000, median income of Indians
in the US was the highest in 2022,
33% more than the second highest
(Asian) and 80% higher than Whites'

STORY OF TWO REVOLUTIONS

Bye-Bye Famines e India’s Green Revolution came in the backdrop of
famines and low agricultural productivity, In the 1960s, geneticist

M S Swaminathan convinced the govt that the high-vielding dwarf wheat that
US scientist had introduced in Mexico was the answer to India’s food
shortage. And from 1968, what happened was indeed revolutionary,
Produetion shot up in Punjab, Haryana and western UE High-vielding variety
of seeds of varying strains, mechanised tools, irrigation facilities, pesticides
and fertilisers were used. By 1970, Punjab was producing 70% of India's
foodgrain and the region came to be known as the “food bowl of India”.

Milkman's Magic e Anand in Gujarat, the birthplace of Amul, is replete
with stories of a livid Vallabhbhai Patel planning a resistance against
Polson, a private dairy company that was fleecing farmers by buying milk
cheap and selling it at a premium in then Bombay: It was around that
time, in 1948, that a voung Verghese Kurien reached Anand to work at

a dairy farm there. And, as Patel built a robust co-operative

movement to unite farmers, Kurien worked on increasing 7
production. In about two decades, Operation Flood, or the White
Revolution, was launched. Amul took on the likes of Nestle and 1t
transformed India from a milk deficient nation to the world’s
largest milk producer, surpassing the US in 1998. It now
contributes 25% of the world's total milk output, with a

massive milk grid linking producers throughout India to T L%

consumers in over 700 towns and cities.
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SILVER SCREEN'S
GOLDEN MOMENTS

Do Bigha Zameen, 1953 & The pauperisation of
peasantry pinned down by debt and circumstance is
among the unchanging tragedies of modern India.
Director Bimal Roy’s ode to neo-realism is about one
such wretched family; its slow-motion conversion to
the vast urban underclass. Based on writer-composer
Salil Chowdhury's story, the award-winning film
draws on a sterling performance from actor Balraj
Sahni playing the protagonist throttled by misery,

Pather Panchali, 1955  Movies in India can be divided
into pre- and post-Pather Panchali eras. Director Satvajit
Ray’s sensitive take on idvllic rural Bengal in transition
as seen through the lens of a young boy is a masterclass
in poetic minimalism. Pather Panchali received the Best
Human Document award at Cannes and the national
award for best feature film. But more importantly,

it ensconced India on the map of world cinema and
imprinted an alternative idea of Indian films abroad.

Sivasankara Pillai's lvrical novel vividly details the lives
of fisherfolk in coastal Kerala. Director Ramu
Kariat's celluloid interpretation was welcomed by
critics and filmgoers alike. The tragic interfaith
love story, with breathtaking photography
and memorable music by Salil
Chowdhury, received the national
award for best feature.

GOING
CASHLESS

A decade ago had anyone told you
that you would soon use your phone to
pay for a cup of tea or your veggies,
that cash would be virtually
redundant, you would probably have
doubted the sanity of that person. But
in 2016, the future arrived, changing
forever the way India shops. National
*ayments Corporation of India rolled

FINTECH

out UPI — or Unified Payments
Interface — in 2016, and the slow shift
began. During Covid, it was an

avalanche. Last month, there were
about 1,444 crore UPI transactions
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involving transfers worth
Rs 20.6 lakh crore.

e

1";.

P .
s
-
e |
% -lrl

o, |

Sholay, 1975 « In the 1970s, it

was common to hear loudspeakers
blaring Sholay dialogues. Little
surprise, kids remembered them
better than nursery rhymes.
Marriage rituals would be
conducted to the priest’s chants
with “Tera kya hoga kaliya” being
played on gramophones in the
background. In auditoriums, fans
would repeat dialogues hetore
the actors spoke them in
theatres. Director Ramesh
s Sippy's curry western not
only broke records of
cash collection but also
became a benchmark
on how movies
become part of
our lives.

Y

urgent and assertive face in the 1880s. Ardh Satva, the
story of an honest cop who battles a domineering father, a
local tough, and his own inner demons, took arthouse
cinema to the next level. Om Puri’s bottled rage made
Anant Velankar the definitive cinema cop of the decade,
Ardh Satya was the magical crossover movie — a cash-
counter biggie and an award collector — that parallel
cinema bhakts dreamt about.

Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge, 1995 » in early 1990s,
the Indian economy was liberalised, satellite TV brought
American soap and culture to middle-class homes and
globalisation rapidly created a dollar-rich NRI market for
Hindi cinema. In this rapidly changing economic and
cultural universe, Dilwale Dulhaniva Le Jayvenge, the love
story between two young NRIs, found an affirmative echo,
The film forged a blockbuster balance between superficial
modernity and feel-good tradition. Nearly 30 years later,
young lovers still imagine themselves to be Raj and Simran.

Bahubali, 2015 « Director SS Rajamouli’s epic

showcased the power and pleasure of blending cutting-
edege VFX (visual effects) with a storyline set in a

mythical past. The blockbuster smashed linguistic
barriers, earning rave reviews and megabucks.

Released in multiple languages, it created a template

for grand crossover visual spectacles, including RRR,
Pushpa, KGF and Kalki 2898 AD.

All We Imagine As Light, 2024  Every year,

many Indian stars in their shimmery designer
threads walk on the Cannes red carpet. But in

the competition section, Indian films couldn’t

find a place for 30 vears. Until, Payval Kapadia's
All We Imagine As Light, an aesthetically

eloguent, multi-layered film about

womanhood and the migrant experience, won
the Grand Prix in France. The film sets a

new benchmark for young filmmakers.
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BIGGER,
BETTER OFF,
AND BEST

HOW INDIA, INDIANS AND THE INDIAN
DIASPORA HAVE FARED ECONOMICALLY

INDIANS ARE GETTING
RICHER FASTER

No. Of Yrs To Double Per Capita Income

AVERAGE NO. OF YEARS

PERIOD | GROWTH TO DOUBLE
RATE THE INCOME

1950s | 399 |19
1960s | 479 (18
1970s | 299, |25
1980s 5.7% (13 I
19905 58% 13 -
2000s | 30 |12 B0
000 | 66% |11
2023-24
5 8.2% |9 I

Per Capita Income As % Of US
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ITS GDP WILL RANK

AMONG TOP 3 SOON
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FORECAST

INDIA'S WORKFORCE WILL
BE WORLD'S LARGEST

Population Aged 15-64 As

% Of Total Population

1960

68.9%
China

68.0%
India
64.7%
us

2023

STEEP FALL IN FERTILITY
WILL STABLISE
POPULATION IN FUTURE

1950

2023

INDIAN DIASPORA IS
THE MOST POWERFUL

 Share of highly-skilled
migrants in good

L0 L Australia
= U5 india
Brazile Ehﬁna
Pakistan

L

No. of migrants in Western
Europe and North America

Source: Media reports, United Nations,
World Bank, IMF, Economic Survey, PIB,
TRAI, NS50, NFHS-5

Text: Raja Bose, Avijit Ghosh,
Kenneth Mohanty
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High-Tech Cameras
To Detect Intruders

I-DAY: Equipment Used For G20 To Keep Hawk Eye

Rajshekhar.Jha -

Rajesh Mehta

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi Police will
employ specialised perime-
ter and intrusion detection
cameras to monitor move-
ments in the vicinity of Red
Fort on Independence Day
The law enforcement autho-
rities are also utilising ad-
vanced cameras equipped ;
with “people counting analy-
tics” and “abandoned object
detection” capabilities to me-
ticulously keepacheckonthe

ON GUARD: According to a senior cop, the objective behind installing
these advanced cameras is to utilise them as a force multiplier

crowd, sources said.

These state-of-the-art ca-
meras, which were initially
deployed during the G20
Summit, will be in place till -
Thursday evening,

The north Delhi police has
strategically installed 15 ca-
meras with perimeter and in-
trusion detection analytics,
alongwith10camerasthatcan
automatically count the num-
ber of people in a specific zo-
ne. In central Delhi, 18 came-
ras capable of identifying and
flagzing abandoned objects
have been installed. Five such

trafficon Aug 15.

cameras have also been deplo-
ved in north Delhi. Moreover,
in central and north Delhi, 61
cameras equipped with analy-
tics to decipher numberplates
have been installed.
According to a senior offi-
cer, the objective behind in-
stalling these advanced came-
ras is toutilise them as aforce
multiplier, “Our aim 1s to ma-
intain a vigilant watch on a si-
te’s perimeter, and this tech-
nology presents the opportu-
nity for early detection of any
unauthorised movement or
entry,” the officer explained.
The intrusion alert system
establishes a virtual fence and
triggers an audio and visual
alarm in case of any intrusion
attempt within the defined pe-
rimeter; officials pointed out.
“Theadvanced security sensor
swiftly detects any unauthori-
sed intrusion and instantly
transmits an alert to the local
or remote monitoring room.
By strategically segmenting
the perimeter into distinct zo-
nes and deploving securitv
sensors in each designated
area, it becomes feasible to pin-
point the precise location of an
intrusion with remarkable ac-
curacy,” said a senior official.

Traffic movement to be restricted in
central Delhi and at city borders

“raffic will be impacted in central and south Delhi on Thursday.
Police have issued a traffic advisory to ensure smooth flow of

According to the advisory on Thursday, there will be traffic
restrictions around Red Fort from where the Prime Minister will
address the nation. Traffic movement will be severely restricted
from 4am to 10am, and only vehicles with the designated parking
labels would be allowed movement.

According to the advisory, roads that would be closed include
Netaji Subhash Marg, Lothian Road, SP Mukherjee Marg, Chandni
Chowk Road, Nishad Raj Marg, Esplanade Road, Ring Road from
Rajghat to ISBT, and Outer Ring Road to IP Flyover. It said vehicles

without parking labels should avoid C Hexagon India Gate,
Copernicus Marg, Mandi House, Sikandara Road, W Point, A Point
Tilak Marg, Mathura Road, BSZ Marg, Netaji Shubhash Marg, JL
NehruMarg, Ring Road between Nizamuddin Khatta, ISBT Kahmiri
Gate, Outer Ring Road from Nizamuddin Khatta, and Outer Ring
Road from Nizamuddin Khatta and ISBT Kashmiri Gate via

Salimgarh bypass.

Traffic from north to south should take Aurcbindo Marg,
Safdarjung Road, Kamal Ataturk Marg, Kautilya Marg, SP Marg, 11
Murti, Mother Teresa Crescent, Park Street, Mandir Marg,
Panchkuian Road, Rani Jhansi Road, the advisory stated. Traffic from
eastto westshould take routes from NH-24 (NH9), Nizamuddin
Khatta, Barapullah Road, AlIMS flyover, Bhairon Road, Mathura
Road, Subramanian Bharti Marg, Rajesh Pilot Marg, Prithviraj
Road, Safdarjung Road, Kamal Ataturk Marg, Panchsheel Marg
and Vikas Marg (IP Marg-DDU Marg-Minto Road via CP. tun

Through the seamless in-
tegration of the security sen-
sor and the sophisticated sur-
veillance camera system, the
moment a sensor detects an
intrusion, a linked camera is
automatically triggered to
initiate critical actions such
as displayving a live pop-up or
enabling PTZ camera control
on the screen of the monito-
ring room, empowering secu-
rity personnel to respond pro-
mptly and effectively to po-
tential threats, he added.

The people-counting equ-
ipment utilises specially engi-
neered cameras and advanced
deep-learning algorithms to

precisely and dynamically qu-
antify “traffic’ through an ent-
rance or within a designated
space in real time. “The came-
ras with counting software are
used even in shopping centres,
retail chains, museums and
restaurants ete. to keep track
of foottall. The technology em-
powers the security establish-
ment to monitor the gquantity
of individuals within a parti-
cularsetting and even get aler-
ted when it surpasses a prede-
termined limit. By regulating
the influx, crowd security can
be effectively maintained. It is
alsoused for maintaining que-
ues,” the officer explained.

Docs continue strike, re] t FORDA decision

Jatin Kumsar

Anuja.Jaiswal@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The resident doctors' asso-
ciations (RDAs) of several hospitals in
New Delhi disassociated themselves
from the decision of the Federation of
Resident Doctors' Associations (FOR-
DA), the national body of resident doc-
tors, to call off their indefinite strike in
protest against the rape and murder of
a trainee doctor at RG Kar College and
Hospital in Kolkata last week. The
RDAs’ protest also found support on
Wednesday from the faculty associa-
tions of their respective hospitals.

The RDA decisions come despite
FORDA'sclaim that they hadreceived
assurances from the Union health mi-
nistry of a committee being formed
for the protection of healthcare wor-
kers. The RDAs maintained that the
ministry hadn't given written confir-
mation of its commitments.

The strike has affected operations
in city hospitals. Rajendra, an assi-
stant sub-inspector in the CRPF statio-
ned in Hyderabad, visited Safdarjung
Hospital on Wednesday to seek an ap-
pointment in the ENT department
with a referral form a CRPF hospital
doctor in Jharoda Kalan. However, the

Forest dept fines
MCD oftficials for

hospital counter informed him that he
would need to return on Monday be-
cause the strike was still in progress
and it was uncertain when the doctors
would resume seeing patients.

Guardsat the hospital rearranged the
benches at the registration counters and
informed people that the counters were
closed. When questioned, they explained
that the counters were only open for two
hours, and since doctors were unavailab-
le, registration served no purpose.

The ongoing strike by resident doc-
tors at AIIMS has disrupted various ser-
vices there, Data shared by the institute

Times News

indicated that outpatient departments
gaw a 55% reduction in patient consulta-
tions and treatments. Hospital admis-
sions have decreased by 653%, thus sho-
wing how inpatient care had also been
affected. There has been an alarming
85% reduction in surgical operations
during the strike period. These figures
highlight the extensive disruption cau-
sed by the strike on the hospital's ability
todeliver critical healthcare services.
On Wednesday, the faculty association
of AIIMS expressed strong support for the
protest of RDA. It called upon the authori-
ties to promptly address the legitimate

Rajesh Mehta
NETWORK o

concerns raised by the resident doctors
and take necessary actions to resolve the
issues. The association emphasised the
urgency of finding solutions for the grie-
vances expressed by the resident doctors.
Inashow of solidarity RDA and the
faculty association of AIIMS organi-
sed a peaceful protest march within the
campus on Wednesday evening. Thro-
ughout the march, RDA members sho-
uted in unison, passionately chanting
slogans such as "EK do teen char band
karovehatyachar”, “Nahichaleginahi
chalegi tanashahi nahi chalegi and
“Awaz dohumek hai", expressing their
shared opposition to the prevailing si-
tuation and demanding change.
Meanwhile, Union health ministry
issued an advisory to central govt ho-
spitals on maintaining a safe work en-
vironment. It stated that it was impor-
tant to take proactive measures to pre-
vent violence against healthcare pro-
fessionals and hospital staff. The
central govt hospitals were advised to
maintain a registry of all incidents of
violence and intimidation. Any such
incident should be immediately bro-
ught to the notice of the Union health
ministry through the Directorate Ge-
neral of Health Services, it advised.

18 CBI officers, 18 of Delhi
Police get medals on I-Day

concretising trees

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi forest de-
partment has fined officials of
Municipal Corporation of Del-
hi(MCD)Rs80,000for concreti-
sing trees in the Nizamuddin
East and Jangpura areas.

The department submit-
ted a report to National Green
Tribunal (NGT), stating that
eight trees were found to have
concrete extending less than
aone-metreradius from their
trunks. The officials were fi-
ned for this offence.

The department's inter-
vention came after a resident
filed a complaint with the
tribunal. Forest officials
from the south forest division
pointed out that concretisa-
tion around trees is a viola-
tion under the Delhi Preser-
vation of Trees  Act,
1994, This original applica-
tion is registered on the basis
of the letter petition received
from Sahaj Karan Singh,” the
forest department said in its
report that recently appeared
on the NGT portal. “At least
nine trees have been concreti-
sed and the officials have not
taken any steps till now to de-

concretise them, though the
complaints were made,” the
report added. The depart-
ment said that after inspec-
tion of each and every tree
mentioned in an order dated
April 24, it was found that
eight “were concretised wit-
hin one metre radius around
the treetrunk”,

It added that a notice was
issuedtothe officials of MCD,
which is the land owning
and managing agency, see-
king an explanation.

“A notice dated 31.05.2024...
was issued against the officials
concerned of MCD (land ow-
ning/managing agency) impo-
sing a cost of Rs 80,000/-
(10000 per tree) for not taking
remedial action to de-concreti-
se the trees even after several
showcause notices,” the de-
partment said. The notices we-
re issued by tree officer, south
forest division. The forest de-
partment had to do the de-con-
cretisation work itself, the re-
port added.

The forest department al-
50 issued two notices to MCD
officials seeking an explana-
tion for “illegal tree cutting”
asone tree was missing.

New Delhi: Two CEI officers
associated with Interpol are
among the 18 officers of the
central probe agency selected
to get police medals on Inde-
pendence Day. Eighteen offici-
alsof Delhi Police have also be-
en awarded medals this vear:

In CBI, six officers have be-
en selected for the President’s
Police Medals for distinguis-
hed service, while 12 have been
awarded the Police Medal for
meritorious service.

Joint director Vijavendra
Bidari, a 2005 batch Tamil Nadu
cadre [PS officer, has been awar-
ded for the medal for meritorio-
usservice, He is posted with the
International Police Coopera-
tion Unit (IPCL), which coordi-
nates with Interpol and follows
up with extradition mattersand
other such issues in Delhi.

Bidari isalso known for his
role inthe resolution of the Ko-
odankulam anti-nuclear agita-
tion in Tamil Nadu. Bidari's
batchmate Mohammad Suvez
Haque, assistant director for
counter-terrorism capability
in Interpol, who is posted in
Lyon, France, has also been
awarded the Police Medal for
meritorious service,

Others who received the

DECKED UP: Delhi Secretariat on the eve of Independence Day

medal for meritorious service
are Tathagat Vardan, additional
SP; Krishan Kumar Singh, de-
puty 5P (ACB); inspector Dars-
han Singh; ASI Satvajit Halder:
head constables Lalta Prasad,
Subhash Chand, Onkardas Va-
ishnav, Sadi Raju Reddy, Sivaku-
mar Subramanivan and Sampa-
da Sanjeev Revankar,

The President's Medal for
Distinguished Service has been
awarded to superintendent of
police Pradeep Kumar K, addi-
tional SPs Naresh Kumar Shar-
ma, Pramod Kumar and Mu-
kesh Kumar and head constab-
les RamjiLal Jat and Raj kumar

In Delhi police, two officers
have been awarded the Presi-
dent’s Medal for Distinguished
Service, and 16 officers have

been given the medal for Meri-
torious Service. Joint CP of
operations in Delhi, Atmaram
Vasudeo Deshpande, and ACP
Shashi Bala have been awar-
ded the President’s Medal for
Distinguished Service,
Suman Goyal (joint CP),
Rajneesh Garg(DCP), Satya Pal
Singh (ACP), Arvind Kumar
(ACP), Renu Lata (ACP), Niraj
Tokas (ACP), Dinesh Chander
Pundora (ACP), inspector Di-
nesh Kumar Sharma, inspector
Devender Kumar, inspector
Rakesh Singh Rana, inspector
Satender Poonia, SI Shahjehan
S, ASI Surender Singh, ASI
Virender Kumar, ASI Hans Raj,
and SI Suresh Kumar have
all been awarded medals for
meritorious service.
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K. R Namblal; Barrister

Advocate, Supmme Court of India

Deeply loved and missed by

Left for his heavenly abode on 47 July, 2024

Wife, Children, Grandchildren, Relatives and Friends

In Memoriam

Geeta Chanana

Seema & Sanjeev
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A piece of our heart lives with you...

Shri LK. CHANANA

15th August 1944

17th January 2017

You've never left our thoughts since you went away.

Love you papa....

Happy Birthday !

Ruchi & Rajeev
Arti & Gautam Loomba

Kanika, Shireen, Shaheen & Kimaya

ae REMEMBRANCE

R ORN SHARING MEMORIES

Ambedkar,

COLONEL SANJAY BHARDWAJ
(25 Mar 1968 to 13Aug 2024)

Colonel Sanjay
Bhardwaj was
commissioned into

81 Field Regiment and
Commanded 127 SATA
Regiment. The officer was a dedicated soldier,
whose demise on 13 August 2024 has left an
irreparable void in the Gunners Fraternity
We salute his immense contribution and offer
sincere condolences to the bereaved family
Director General & All Ranks Regiment
of Artillery
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| New Delhi: Dubbing Allama Igbal
astheinitiator of India’s partition,
Delhi University's vice-chancellor
Yogesh Singh categorically stated
on Wednesday that the university
would not teach the works of Igbal
in its courses.

Singh also placed Vinayak Da-
modar Savarkar on the same pe-
destal as father of the nation Ma-
hatma Gandhiand father of the In-
dian constitution BR Ambedkar,
stating that DU would teach the
works of Gandhi, Ambedkar and

Savarkar but not Igbal, who he

Centenary Remembrance
FREEDOM FIGHTER MASTER RAJA RAM
1699 — 1972

ANTI - ROWLET ACT
AGITATION 1919
Sentenced to Death
on 17 June, 1919
: L4 which was cﬂmmuted to
Life Impl isonment in KALA PANI,
a day before hanging in Lahore Lentlal Jail.
He was 21 when deported to Andaman in 1920.
Remained there till 1932 (TI No.43633).
Respectful Homage by entire Family
& Friends. Maj. Gen. (Retd.) Subhash
C. Malik (son) Noida. Mob.:9810829439

charged with initiating the parti-
tion of India in the run-up to 1947.

Igbal, known in India mostly
for penning the poem, Saare Jahan
Se Accha, is also the national poet
of Pakistan. Addressing the inau-
gural session of the national semi-
nar on ‘Unravelling the Partition
of India’, organised by the Centre
for Independence and Partition
Studies of University of Delhi,
Singh said that evervone had a
right to their own views about Ig-
bal, but emphasised that DU wo-
uldn't compromise the unity and
integrity of the nation.

*Igbal was the initiator of the

In Loving Memory of

partition of India. He was an advi-
sor to Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the
founder of Pakistan,” Singh said.

DU will teach Gandhi,

Savarkar,

but not Igbal, says VC

Igbal, known in India
mostly for penning the
poem, Saare Jahan Se
Accha, is also the
national poet of Pakistan

commemorate the partition hor-
rors remembrance day Singh said
thatthisday istorememberall tho-
se who sacrificed themselves for
this country, adding that no one
wanted India to be partitioned, but
no one had protested against it.
“Around 20 lakh lives were lost and
L.5crore people were displaced, but
noone spoke up,” the VC said.
Singh urged thestudentstotake
a pledge not to compromise on the
unity and integrity of the nation.
“The security of the nation is the
first duty of every citizen,” he said,
addingthat it is the job of universi-
ties to create a feeling of patrio-
tism. “Along with education and re-
search, universities should prepa-
re minds so that when a crisis co-
mes upon the nation, they all stand
together for the country,” he said.
Union law and justice minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal, the chief gu-
est at the event, said that August 14
was the day to remember the vic-
tims of the Partition and to wish
that India wouldn't have to see
such asituationagain. *Dr BR Am-
bedkar himself suffered the pain
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highest-ever passenger journeys

New Delhi: Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) recorded its highest-

ever passenger journeys on Tuesday at 72.38 lakh, beating the previous

records of 71.091akh created on Feb14 and 71.07 lakh on Feb 13 this vear.
Many people opted for Delhi Metro and kept their vehiclesat home on

when you share memories, they stay on forever. Keswani Aritra and Aarjavi
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Tnﬂplace 1“ Obituary annou :";E'“'E“tl I“r Wi 10 s SHRI NARESH CHAND JAIN Tuesday due to traffic jams caused by intense rain activity. Festive rush
emembrance message piease ca ) : also caused an increase in passenger journeys, said a DMRC official.
\‘l - REME% E&élﬁ&c E “‘l’ﬁ {%EEF g lsﬁgietlﬁ %‘é‘tfnéﬁgg DMRC defines a passenger journey as the number of Metrolinesused by

a passenger to complete their journey. However, ridership data includes the
total number of ticketssold and Metro cards used by commuterstoexita sta-
tion. Until 2018, DMRC calculated passenger ridership, but since 2019, it has
used the passenger journeys metric. “Jamsand waterlogging caused by rain
may have prompted some people to take the Metro. Our services have remai-
ned reliable during the rain so far,” said an official.

A DMRC official earlier said, “When more passengers prefer the metro
over their private vehicles, there is a reduction in vehicular emissions,
which helps in improvingthe air quality of thecity and its peripheries.”
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Missing Delhi teen declared dead by GST demand on II'T-Delhi
cops & family found alive in Haryana

Devanshi.Mehta
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: For almost a
month, a 16-vear-old girl was
believed to be dead after she
went missing from her west
Delhi home on July 18. Even
the family found closure when
Uttar Pradesh Police discove-
red a teenage girl's body three
weeks later and thedistraught
parents identified it as their
daughter’s. And then came a
stunning twist in the case: the
girl was found to be alive,

The teenager has now be-
en reunited with her relieved
parents and is in their care.
She was presented in the co-
urt of the district magistrate
to make a statement, but in-
vestigations are going on in
thisstrangedead oralive case.

On July 18, the parents of

the girl returned home to find
their daughter had vanished.
Shocked and at their wits’
end, they reported her disap-
pearance to Rohini police,
who launched an intensive se-
arch operation. The investiga-
tion involved sifting through
hoursof CCTV footage and le-
veraging human intelligence.

The case took a grim turn
on Aug 9 when Uttar Pradesh
Police alerted their Delhi co-
unterparts to the discovery
of a body of a girl who resem-
bled the missing teenager in
UP's Rajpura. The next day,
the parents, despite noting
the discrepancies in physical
features, identified the body
astheirdaughter'sbasedona
photograph. They didn't have
the opportunity to physically
see the body because it was
cremated by then.

Despitethe identification,
Gurigbal Singh, DCP (Rohi-
ni), and his cops remained
unconvineed that the body
wasthat of themissingteena-
ger. Thev ramped up their se-
arch efforts, scrutinising ad-
ditional CCTV footage and
pursuing a lead suggesting
the girl might be in Harvana.
Several police teams were
mobilised to ensure a
thorough search.

Throughout the investiga-
tion, the Rohini police main-
tained that a DNA test was
crucial for confirming the
identity of the deceased. The-
ir insistence on not accepting
the preliminary identifica-
tion as conclusive proved pre-
scient. On Augl2, atipled Del-
hi Police to Panchkula in Ha-
ryvana, where they found the
missing girl alive and safe.

“Following this incident,
we have advised parents and
others involved in missing
persons cases to remain vigi-
lant and not lose hope, We un-
derstand the emotional strain
on loved ones, but it is crucial
not to prematurely assume
that any unidentified decea-
sed person is their missing re-
lative, especially when police
are actively conducting a se-
arch,” DCP Singh advised.

He added, “What makes
this case particularly unusual
is that, despite the parents’
identification of the body, we
did not halt our search. Inste-
ad, we intensified it due to noti-
ceable age discrepancy — the
body appeared to be of someo-
nesignificantly olderthanals-
vear-old — and distinct facial
marks that raised doubts abo-
ut the initial identification.”

research grants sparks row

Manash.Gohain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Indian Institute
of Technology-Delhi has re-
ceived a show-cause notice
from the Directorate General
of Goods and Services Tax
(GST) Intelligence, deman-
ding Rs 120 crore in GST on
research grants it received
between 2017 and 2022, along
with interest and penalties.
While ITT-D has not commen-
ted on the matter, a senior of-
ficial from the education mi-
nistry described the notice
as “unfortunate” and said
they would contest it, argu-
ing that GST should not app-
ly to govt-funded research,
The notice gives IIT-D 30
days toexplain why the amo-
unt should not be levied
along with associated penal-
ties, Despite attempts to re-
ach IIT-D’'s administration,

the head of the institution
did not respond to calls or
messages, However, the edu-
cation ministry official con-
firmed that a response to the
notice was being readied.
“We believe this is a misin-
terpretation. In our view,
GST should not be imposed
on govt-funded research. Itis
regrettable that such notices
are issued. Instead of wvie-
wing research as a taxable
entity, weshould be fostering
and supporting it,” he said.

According to govt sour-
ces, several educational insti-
tutions across India, inclu-
ding prominent II'Ts, central
universities and state-run
and private universities have
recently received similar no-
tices from GST authorities.
These notices guestion the
exemption status of research
grants and whether they sho-
uld be subjected to GST.
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‘Bunti-Babli’ arrested for theft: A manand his wife were arrested
in connection with multiple cases of robbery, snatching and theft in
Bara Hindu Rao. The couple referred to themselves as ‘Bunty-Babli’
gang, according to police. The accused have been identified as Gaurav
(30) and Vandna (30), both residents of Dakshinpuri. Gaurav was
found to be involved in 31 criminal cases and Vandna in 7. tun
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Kites

Near Metro Lines
@ Never fly kites near 25000 Volt Metro

lines. This can be dangerous/ fatal.
@ Never touch the kite or the thread stuck in the

Metro power lines (OHE).

@ Never use metallic manjha.

The electric wires (OHE) above
Metro tracks are charged with

25000 Volt
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
EE/PHD, PW. (Roads) Directarate invites
online e-Ouotation for the work of
"Prowviding round the clock security
arrangement by deploying 15 nos.
security guard per day for guarding at
different office premises, stack yard
under Purulia Highway Division in the
district of Purulia during the vyear
2024 _2025. Tender |d :
2024_5H_731168 1. Bid submission
closing date {online) : 02.09.2024 at
01.30pm. Corrigedum if any will be
published in website only. Details of NIT
and Tender documents may be
downloaded from

http:/fwhtenders gov.in 5d/- EE/PHD,
PWRD, GOVT. OF WE.

ICA-T14142(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Superintending Engineer, Southern
Circle PWD, 76 Dr. Deodar Rahaman
Road, Lake Gardens. Kolkata 700033
invites MlaT No, WBPWD,/SE/SC/ MlaT
01/2024-2025 (3rd Call) for the work of
Uttarbag to Dhosa Road via Moutala-
chainage 0.00 kmp to 15 00 kmp -
surfacing work under South 24 Parganas
Division during the year 2023-2024
[Tender 1D: 2024 _WBPWD_732436_1)
Estimated Amount: Rs. 32791121.00.
Bid Submission startdate {Online) 16.08
2024 from 4 00 PM, Bid submission
closing [online) 09.09.2024 upto 1.00
PM. The detail NleTs may be seen and
downloaded from the website
http://fwhbtenders govin Corrigendum
and addendum to this NleTs, if any will
be published only In the above website.
5d/- Superintending Engineer Southern
circle, PWD. ICA-T14135(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

EMDA TENDER NOTICE
o-NIT No. EMDAEMEEED-IV/

eNIT-04/3024-25

Omline Tender is invited by the Executive
Enginper, Electrical Division-TV, EM
Sector, KMDA, 3rd foor, Block-1,
Unnayen Bhavan, Sal Lake City, Kolksin-
TOO( 1, fram the eligible agencies, for the
work, Name of Work, Estimated Vaolue
of work, Earnest Money Deposit, Time
of Completion, DailyRoutine  periodic
Madntenance work of the electro-
mechanical  installations’equipments  of
Electric Animal Crematorium comprising
al Single Pormace with Pollution Corsteol
Unit a1t Promodnagar onder South Dum
Dum Monicipatity for a period of one
year., Rs 1854666/, Es37084-, 12
Calendsr months, Last date & time of
online Tender sabmission: 05.00 2024
upio 1d (K hrs. for detsils contact the above
alfice or visil bath websiles, (EMIDA-392)
www kinda, wh.gov.in
www. whienders. gov. in

ICA-T14084(3) 2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender is Invited by the Executive
Engineer, Central Mechanical Division,
PHE Dte. on behalf of Governor of West
Bengal wide Ref. No. PHE/CMDY
eNIT_08/24-25 and 1D:
2024_PHED _729414_1 to 16 for
Humination arrangement and
miscellaneous works at different
augmentation water supply scheme
under different Block under Central
Mechanical Division, PH.E. Dte., Dist.-
Purba Bardhaman, (5. No. 1 to 16).
Details will be available in the Website
in & whphed gov.in The
last date for Submission of tender is
29.08.2024 upto 1&6:30 PM. Hours.
5df- The Ewxecutive Engineer, Central
Mechanical Division, PHE Dte,
ICA-TLA10E(3),/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
WRI&DD, eNIT
Exccutive Engincer (A-M), Kalyani (A-M)
Dvision, WRI&DD invites e-tender for following
Works- Special repair of existing WTA of 3 nos.
Govt. Owned and Opersted Major RLI Schemes
under Kalyani (Agri-Mechamical) Divisionunder
Sorasori Mukhomantri programme, vide oNIT
No- OKSL Noo - 1-324-25 Teader 1D-
2024_WRDD_733534_1-3, Last dropping date
& time s 290872024 up o 11 AM. [niending
bidders are mquestad to visit the website hitps:/le-
tender.wh.nic.in for details
Sdi-
Executive Engineer (A-M),
Kalyani { A-M) Division.
ICA-T14098(3)/2024

COYVERNMENT [OIF WEST BESGAL

WRILDI, «NIT
Executive Engineer (A-I), Berhampore-1{A-T)
Division, Berhampore, Muorshidabsd mvites
e-MIT for Re-drilling and allied works of
DTW Scheme in Domkal Beldangs-11 and
Mowdn Block of Murshidabad District under
ihe EE. [(Al}y, Berhampore-1 (A-1) Division
under Core-Sector Program during F.Y. 2024-
25 vide e-NIT no. WREDDVEE{A-IVBER-L' 06
of 2024-25 and Tender Id:
204 _WRDD_T33Z46_ 1 1o _5 maximum
amourd pul o tendder s 13E13EEO0 and
Last date of online bid submission
3008202 4apio 05,00 P.M. For details please
visi o websie waww whbelendors,gov, m
Executive Engineer{ A-1},
Berhampore-I{A-1} Division
Berhampore, Murshidabad
ICA-T14085{3) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tender is invited by the Executive
Engineer, Alipore Division, PHE Dte, On
behalf of Governor, West Bengal vide
Ref. Mo. WBPHED/EE/NIeT-
34/ADf2024-2025 and Tender |D:
2024 PHED 729852 1 to 5 for the work
of laying distribution system,
construction of approach road,
restoration of road etc. for different
Water Supply Schemes of Kakdwip &
Diamond Harbour Sub-Division under
Alipore Division, PHE Dte. In district
South 24 Parganas. Details will be
available in the website
whtenders.govin The last date for
submission of tender is 04.05.2024 upto
03:00 P.M, 5d/- for Executive Engineer,
Alipore Division, PH.E, Dte,

e-Tender is invited by the
Superintending Engineer, South 24- Pgs.
W/5 Circle, PH.E. Dte. vide Ref MNo.
16/2024-2025/5E/SWC/WBPHED and
|D: 2024 PHED_ 729529 1 to 6 for 6
Mos. work of Laying distribution system
of piped water supply at Zone-| & Zone-
Vil of Mathurapur-l Biock, Zone-lV,
Zone-Vil A, Zone-XIV of Mathurapur-il
block and Kumirmari (Zone-1) W/S
Scheme of Gosaba block of South 24
Parganas Dist. under Alipore Division,
P.H.E. Dte. Details will be available in the
website: http://whtenders.govin The
last date for submission of tender is
10/09/2024 upto 3:00 PM. Sdf- for
Superintending Enginear, South 24-Ppgs.

W /5 Circle, PH.E.Dte. ICA-T14107(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE
Principal, North Bengal Medical
College Is inviting e-Tender from
financlally strong, reputed and
bonafide Manufacturers / Direct
Importers [ Authorized Distributors
J/ Authorized Dealers for procurement
of Stationery articles for Central/
College store of Morth Bengal Medical
College vide Notice Inviting Tender No.
Med/B-4/Tender/Central Store/1453/
NBMC/2024 Dated 09/08/2024 and
Tender ID 2024_HFW_732426_1. The
last date of submission of tender
documents is latest by 2:00 PM on
2708/2024. Detalls are available in the

websites https://wbtenders.gov.in;
https://www.wbhealth.gov.in &
www.nbmeh.ac.in . 5d/- Principal,
North Bengal Medical College
ICA-T140B7(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
Tender Ref. No. NleT_14 of EE/RD/
PHED of 2024-2025
Tender 1D: 2024_PHED_728510_1to 21
Last date for submission of Technical and
Financial Bid {online):- 23/08/2024 upto
3:00 P.M. Tender invited by the

undersigned for Balance Pipeline works
under Raigan] Division, PHE Dte. All
details available in website:
http://wbtenders.gov.in &
www.whphed.govin 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Raigan] Division, PHE Dte.,

Govt. of West Bengal. ICA-T14105(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE

The Principal, ITI Tollygunge is inviting
e-Tender for up gradation & repair/
maintenance of equipment/
machineries of different trade courses.
Please visit www.whbtenders.govin for
morg details. Documents downloading
start date (Online) on 08.08,2024 at
11.00 A.M. and closing date for bid
Submission (Online) is 30.08.2024 upto
4.00 P.M. Tender ID No.
2024 _ITIT_722496_1 Date 26.07.2024,
Sd/- Principal, ITI Tollygunge

ICA-T14089(3) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
g-TEMDER NOTICE
e-Tenders are invited by the Executive
Engineer, South 24-Pgs. W5 Divisian-l,
PHE Dte. vide Ref. Mo. O0B/2024-
ZOZS/EESSWD-I/WBPHED and ID:
2024 PHED_714852 1 1o 11 for Laying
pipeline, Construction of pump house,
Boundary wall, Road restoration,
Development of land, drum sheet
walling, approach road for different
PW55S in different blocks under SWD-I,
PHE Dte, Details will be available in the
website: http)//whtendars.gowv.in The

last date for submission of tender is
2B/08/2024 upto 3.00 P.M. Sd/- for
Executive Engineer, South 24-Pgs. W/S
Division-|, P.H.E Dte.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

NIT No.:- H5T/1P-143-2024/8BB/

2024/317; Dated 12.08.2024
E-tender for procurement of different
types of Blood Bags for two years from
the date of award of contract [(AQC), is
invited from the manufacturers [/ direct
importers. Interested bidders may wisit
the website: “hitps://whienders.gov.in”

or “wwwowbhealth.powvin®™ for further
details. Bid submission start date
[onlinel: 22.08.2024, Bid submission
closing date (online): 06.09.2024. Bid
opening date {online}: 06.09.2024.
Sdf- D.0.H.S. (E&S), W.B.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

a-Tender (3rd Call) is invited by the
Executive Engineer, Alipore Division,
PHE Dte, an behalf of Governorn, West
Bengal vide Ref. Mo, WBPHED/EE/MNieT-
33/AD/2024-2025 and Tender 10D:
2024 _PHED_728616_1 to 3 for sinking
of replacement Tube well, construction
of approach road etc. for of Falta & Kulpi
block of Mega Surface Scheme of Falta-
flathurapur wnder Diamond Harbour
Sub-Division of Alipore Division, PHE
Ote. Details will be awvailable in the
website whtenders.gowvin The last date
for submission of tender is 28.08.2024
upto 03:00 PM. 5df- for Executive
Engineer, Alipare Divisian, P H.E, Dte.
ICA-T14110(3),2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender invited by the Executive
Engineer, Tamiuk Division, P.H.E. Dte.
Vide No, WBPHED/EE/TD/
NieT_07/2024-2025 (5| No. D1 to 13)
and Tender ID : 2024_PHED_729035_1
to 2024_PHED_729035_13 of works
shown in the NleT. Bid Submission end
date: 27.08.2024 at 14:00 P.M.
Corrigendum if any will be published in
website only, All details can be cbtained
frem the website-
https://whbtenders.govin 5d/- Executive
Engineer, Tamluk Division, PHE
Directorate. ICA-T14109{3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Online tender is invited by the
undersigned for the works: “Day to day
Maintenance of entire Electrical
installations [Inside & Outside] and
operation of DG zet & |ift at the
Presidency Unlversity, New Town
Campus, Action Area 1D, Kolkata-
FOO156. (for 02 Years from date of
layout]” Tender Mo, WBPWD/EE/BED -
MIC-17/2024-25 & e-Tender ID No
2024 _\WaAPWD_731729_ 1. Document
Download Closing Date: 06.09.2024
upto 15.00 Hrs. Detalls may be
downloaded from etenderwb.nic.in
Ldf/- Executive Engineer, PWD,
Bidhanmagar Electrical Division

ICA-T14144{3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer (PW.D), lalpaiguri
Division, Jalpaiguri invites online tender
for the work : "Repairing of Potholes
with premix carpet & sealcoat of Town
portien road from 0.00 km o 2.00kmp
under Jalpaiguri Sub Division during the
year 2024-2025" Estimated Amount Put
to Tender : Rs. B,17,606.00 Tender Id -
2024 PWD_731682 1. Tender Ref No:
WEPWD/EE/IPGD/NIeT_08/2024-25.
Bid Submission closing date {online} :
200,08, 2024 upto 12.00hrs Bid Opening
date [online) : 22.08.2024 at 12.30Hrs.
Corrigendurm 1T amy will be published in
website only, Details of NIeT documents
may be downloaded from :
http:/fwhbtenders.gov.in 5d/- EE,
JALPAIGURI DIVISION, PWD, GOVT OF

WH. ICA-T14130(2) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

e-TENDER NOTICE
e-Tenders are invited by the Executive
Engineer, South 24-Pgs. W/S Division-l,
PHE Dte. vide Ref. No. 17/2024-
2025/EE/SWD-1/WBPHED and |D:
2024_PHED_732844_1 to 40 for Day to
day operation & maintenance of total
Distribution system, Pipelines
(CI/DISAC/UPVC) inclusive of any
augmentation [ rejuvenation / Special
repair of scheme with repairing of valve
chambers of overhead reservoir for
different zones in different blocks ender
SWD-I, PHE Dte. Details will be available
in the website: http://fwhtenders.gov.in
The last date for submission of tender s
27/08/2024 upto 3.00 PM. Sd/- for
Executive Engineer, South 24-Pgs, W/S

Civision-|, PH.E, Me, ICA-T14119{3) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
0/0 the Executive Engineer, FW.Dte.
Purba Medinipur Electrical Division,

Tamluk, Pin-T721636
Blati i

MICE Mo, NICE WEPWD/EE/PMED/MIC-

F2)2024-25%, Tender 1D :

2024 _WBPWD_731726_1. Bid

Submission Last date: 28-08-2024 upto

1:00 p.m. Dpening Date:

30-08-2024, 1:00 p.m. Name OF Waork:

Annual Comprehensive, Corrective &

Preventive Maintenance of various

types of AC machines at different

locations at Contai Sub-Divisional

Hospital under Contai Electrical Sub-

Division, PAN.Dte, Further details can be

sean in the above mentionad office

during working hours or in Official

Website www. pwdwh. gov.in

Sd/f- Executive Engineer, PW.Dte., Purba

hedinipur Electrical Division

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Executive Emgineer, Murshidabad
Highway Division No.-1, invites online
e-tender for the work of - Name of
Work: Construction of Over Head
Gantry 5ign at Berhampur Hariharpara
Amtala & Beldanga Amtala Patikabarl
road under Berhampore Highway Sub-
Division in the district of Murshidabad
during the year 2024-25, MIET MO, 04 of
2024-2025 (51 NO 1) 2nd Call, Tender D -
2024 _S5H_732440_1. Bid Submission
start date {Online):- 20.08.2024 after
11.00 a.m. Bid Submission Closing date
[Opline)- 02.09,2024 upto 1,00 p.m.
Corrigendum if any will be published in
website only, Details of MIET and Tender
documents may be downloaded from :
http:/fwhtenders. gowin Sdf- Executive
Engineer, Murshidabad Highway
Division Mo, |, PW, (Roads) Directorate
ICA-T14153(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
2-TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender invited by the Executive
Engineer, Tamluk Division, PH.E. Dte.
Vide Nao:- WBPHED/EE/TD/MIeT
04/2024-2025 (5L No. 03 & 05) and
Tender 2024 _PHED_709152 3 &
2024 PHEDR 709192 5 of works shown
in the MleT. Bid submission End date
extend to:- 16/08,/ 2024 at 14:00 F.h. All
detalls can be chtained fram the website
bitps:ffwbtenders govin Sd/- Executive
Engineer, Tamluk Division, PHE
Directorate. ICA-T14113(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TEMDER NOTICE

MEVF, R.G.Kar Medical College &
Hospital invites sealed bids from eligible
bidders vide Meamo no. RGKH/3328
dt . 05.08.2024 eNIT-
REC/MC/MSVPILE/24-25 for Supply of
Various consumables and equipments
for Urology Department Of R G Kar MCH.
The Lastdate of onling bid Submission is
02.09.2024 till 6pm. For further details
please login www.whhealth.gov.in /
wwwwhbtenders gor

¥.in ICA-T1A082{3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
EE, CED, PW. Dte invite online e-tender
for the work of, [i)" Special repairing of
El works of different type Quarter
Buildings at Birpara SGH in the district of
Alipurduar.”" Bid submission Start Date
(online):13.08.2024 Bid submission
Closing Date {online): 30.08.2024 upto
01.00p.m. Corrigendum If any will be
published in website only. Details of NIQ
and tender documents may be
downloaded from
https://wbtenders,govin. 5d/-E.E. CED,
PW.D, GOVT. OF W.B.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer, Barasal Divislon,
PW.D, Invites anline e-Tender for the
work of “Proposed laying along the
existing road for integrated surface
water based piped water supply for
distribution connection {along the right
side flank of Basirhat Hasnabad Road for
2.90 kmp to 11.20 kmp) under Barasat
Arsenic Division, PHE Dte) e-NIT Mo,
WEBPWD/BSTD/EES/NIT2 e /24-35,
Tender 1D: 2024 WBPWD_732716_1.
Bid submission start date {online):
12/08/2024 from 6G:30 P.M. Bid
submission end date (online]):
30/08/2024 upto 2.30 P.M.
Corripendum if any will be published in
website only. Details of N.I.T. and Tender
document may be downloaded from:

http:/fwhtenders.gov.in 5d/- Executive

Engineer-l, Barasat Division.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Notice Inviting e-Tender Mo W8/ PWD/
AE/SSDYSS/NIT No. 03 of 2024-2025 AE,
550, 55, PW. Dre. invites e-Tender for
the work of : Monthly hiring of
petral/diesel driven Motor Cab with
commercial registration for the use of
the Assistant Engineer, Siliguri Sub
Division, Social Sector, PW, Dte, Tender
Id-2024 WBPWD 731672 1. Bid
submission start date (online) 14th Aug-
2024, from 12.00 FM ,  Bid submission
closing date (online) 21-Aug-2024, from
12.00 PM  Corrigendum if any will be
published in website anly. Details of MIT
& tender documents may be
downloaded from
http:/fwhtenders.govin  5d/f- AE, 550,
55, PW. De., Siliguri, Govt. of WB,
ICA-T14127{4) 2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

EE, PW.D., Asansol Division invites
online e-Quotation for The Work of:
Engagement of 23 Nos, Security
Personnel on purely temporary basis at
different offices and Bungalows etc.
within the jurisdiction of Durgapur Sub-
Division, PW.D. under Asansal Division,
PW.D. Tender |d: 2024 PWD 732561 1.
eNIO No.: 04 of 2024-2025 of
EE{ASNPWD. Bld submission start date
(online): 16.08.2024 at 12.00 |ST. Bid
submission closing date {online):
04.09.2024 at 12,00 15T, Corrigendum
and addendum if any will be Published in
website only. Details of NIQ and Tender
ﬁncumenr's may be downloaded from:

r in 5d/- EE, PWD,
ASAMNSOL DIVISION, ICA-T14161{3}/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
MNOTICE INVITING e-QUOTATION
No, 03/2024-25 of E.E. Mid.
Divn./SS/PW.Dte. The e-Quotations is
being invited for “Supply. Installation
and Commissioning of Electro-
Mechanical (improved High Grade)
items for Swimming Pool (50m X 25m) at
Vidyasagar University Campus.
Midnapore. Paschim Medinipur against
Tender Id : 2024 _WEBPWD_732762_1.
Last Date of Submission of Tender is on
30.087.2024 at 14,00, Other details and
Corrigendum if any will be obtained
from the website
https://whtenders.gov.in &
Departmental website only. 5d/-
Executive Engineer, Midnapur Division.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender of NIT No. 13 of 2024-25 by the
of E.E./Diamond Harbour Highway
Division. EE, Diamond Harbour Hwy Diy,
Cakshin Hazipur, Diamond Harbour-
743331 invites on line percentage rate
etender whose ID No.
2024 5H 732559 1 to 8. The details
can be obtained from the website
https://whbtenders.gov.in &  office
notice  board, Corrigendum or
Addendum if issued will be published
only on website previously mentioned.
Cocuments down  load end date
[online] & Bid submission end date
[online] will be 31.08.2024 upto  18:00
Hrs. Sdf- EE, Diamond Harbour
Highway Division P.\W.{Roads)

Diractorate, Gavt, of WE.
ICA-T14167(3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
The Executive Engineer, N.H. Division-IX,
PW.lRoads] Directorate, Matigara
invites online percentage rate e tender
for the works: i) "Emergent repairing of
damaged road surface of NH 327 from
0.00 kmp to 8.00 kmp  under Mational
Highway Division — I¥X, in the district of
Carjesling during the vear 2024-2025"
amounting to  Rs.9844881.00, vide
NleT No.;d (eTender 1ID: Rs.9814831.00)
of 2024-25 of EE/NHD-I1X; Bid
submission closimg date {online):
27.08.2024 upto 17:00 hrs,; Details of
NleT and Tender documents may be
downloaded from the web portal:
https:/fwhtenders.ponin and for any
other quires please contact through
email:  nhdivision9.pwd@gmail.com.
Corrigendum If any and other
information's regarding bid evaluation
will be published/sent in/through e-
tender portal only, Sdf- EE/NHD-IX,

Matigara, Siliguri. ICA-T14170(4)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Corrigendum Notice

It is hereby Informed that the
following matters has been revised
a5 per following manner for the
below mentioned tender, Accordingly
BOO has been revised in the tender
partal. Subject: Selection of agency
Designing, branding of Tourism stall
& implementation of programme in
connection with holding the "Bangla
Moder Garbo” during the period
2024-25 vwide Tender ID -
2024_WRTD_731741_1; Last date
of Submission: 20-DB-2024 at9 AM
1. 5tall Size; 200 sqgft. (20" X 10')

Z. Department inviting tender for
both Per KM Rate and Per Hour Rate
while hiring vehicles for
transportation of officials of
Tourism Department and will
consider the rate on actuals and
whichewer is higher among them.

Sd/f- Additional Director & Ex-Officio
Joint Secretary, Department of Tourism,
Govt. of West Bengal

ICA-TLA099(3) /2024

1 Depts Allocated To Anand

To Remain Without Minister

Atul.Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Seven departments of Delhi
ovi, which were held by formerminister
Raaj Kumar Anand before his resigna-
tion from AAP will continue to remain
without a minister till CM Arvind Kejri-
wal allocates them to somebody else.

The information was recently con-
veved to minister Gopal Rai who had
asked the additional chief secretary
(ACS) of the general administration
department (GAD) to instruct secreta-
riesand heads of thosedepartmentsto

start reporting to Atishi.

In his communication to ACS-GAD
on Aug6, Rai gave reference to a gazette
issued on Dec 8, 2023,
which stated that “Atishi has been allo-
cated 13 portfolios and all other portfo-
lios not allocated toany other minister”.

Rai had said in the communication
that since Anand's resignation had alre-
ady been accepted by the competent aut-
hority and his portfolios — gurudwara
election, ST and ST welfare, social welfa-
re, cooperative, land & building, labour
and emplovment — had not been alloca-
ted to anyone else, those should automa-

notification,

E-TENDER NOTICE

Open Tender Notice No. : ECR_SPJ_ST_
T_24 CTNL_VW. DRM (S&T) Samastipur
invites open e-tenders on behalf of
President of India for following work.
1. Name of wark with its location : Provision
of varous display screens in conneclion
with Construction of new control office at
DRM Office campus in Samasfipur. 2.
Approx. cost of the work ; 72,01,36,124/-
{Rupees Two Crore One lakh Thirty-six
Thausand One Hundred Twenty-four anly).
3. Date & Time for Submission of tender &
opening of tender : 02.09.2024 Up to 16:00
Hrs, 02.09.2024 at 16:30 Hrs. 4. Particulars
of website where full details of tender may
be sesn | www.ireps.gav.in,
For further details please wisit the website
Www.ireps.gov.in.
Divisional Signal & Tele. Engg. (Works)/
ECR/Samastipur
PRIDDOOV/SPJISETIT/24-25/28

W.B. MINORITIES DEV. &

FINANGE GORPORATION

Notice Inviting e-Tender

WBMDFC invites e-Tenders
for providing Security
Guards and House keeping
staff for the office of the
WEBMDFC at Amber office
building, DD-27/E, Salt
Lake, Kol-64, Last date of
submission of bid is
03.09.2024 upto 4.00 p.m.
Comigendum or addendum,
if any, will be uploaded on
the Corporation's website &
e-procurement portal. For
details please visit at
www.wbmdfc.org. and
http://wbtenders.gov.in
Toll Free No. 1800-120-2130

Sd/- Managing Director

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
e-MieT is hereby invited by Assistant
Engineer, RWS Howrah Sub Division,
P.H.E. Dte. Vides Ref: No.
WEBPHED/AE/RWS/MIeT-02 OF 2024-25,
Memo MNo- 401/RWS, Dt: 12.08.2024,
DeLaiIs will be a-.-allal:le in the website

r and whphed.gov.in
Last dnte uf apptlcatlun is 27.08.2024.
5d/-for Assistant Engineer, RWS Howrah
Sl-ltl- D"I'lﬂll{"ﬁ. F. H..E. mEalm_nqj_z!li} i3]

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE
The Principal, Gowt. ITI Tollygunge |s
inviting e-Tender for Procurement of
short fall tools, equipment/machineries,
Please wisit www.owbienders.govin for
more details. Documents downloading
start date (Online} on O07.08.2024 at
10.00 4.8, and closing date for bid
Submission (Online] is 04.09.2024 upto
4.00 P.M. Tender ID Mo,
2024 ITIT_7226568_1 Date 26.07. 2024,
Sdf- Principal, 1T Tollygunge
ICA-T13088(3) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

CORRIGENDUM-1
MieT-05 of 2024-25 EE/NMD-N

Ref. Tender 1d- 2024_PHED_724519_1T0O 12

Sealed CORRIGENDUM is inwited by

EE/NMD-II, PHE Dte. Due to some

unavoidable circumstances. The details

of work will be available at website:

www.whtenders . gov.in and

wwwowbphed, gowv.in the last date of

closing of tender on 23.08.2024 upto

5.00 P.M, 5d/- EE/NMD-II.
ICA-T14117{4)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
Tender Ref. No. NleT_15 of EE/RD/
PHED of 2024-2025
Tender ID: 2024_PHED_729140 _1 to 31
Last date for submission of Technical and
Financial Bid (online):-23/08/2024 upto
3:00 P.M. Tender invited by the
undersigned for Additional Pipeline &
other works under Raiganj Division, PHE
Dte. All details available in website
hittp://whtenders . gov,in &
www.wophed.govin Sd/- Executive
Engineer, Raigan] Division, PHE Die,,
Gowvt. of West E-E'l‘l',E.ﬂL ['I'IA-THIHEIHLHWH

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Date Corrigendum
e-Tender No. WBSEPS/DMS/fe-B/
24-25/Security NB
Director & Member Secretary, Waest
Bengal State Export Promotion Society
extends the last date and time for
submission of above mentioned
g-tender upto 20.08.2024 at 11.00 pm
for enlistment of capable organization
for three years for undertaking the job of
Security arrangement in Biswa Bangla
Shilpi Haat and Fair/Expos/ other
programme in Morth Bengal. Detailed
e-Tender notice and corrigendum of
west Bengal e-tender portal:

http://whtenders.gowin Sd/- Director &
MMember Secretary [CA-T14094{3)/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD e-QUOTATION MNOTICE
Corrigendum Publication of NIQ No.:
WBPWO/EE/JED/NICL D2e/CL of 2024-25
(2md Call), Tender Id Mao_:
2024 _WBPWD_716805_1. Mame of
work : Special Repairing of 2 nos. Bed-
cum Passenger Lift (1360 Kg) at Mother
and Child Hub of Jalpaigur Gowt,
mMedical College & Hospital, Jalpaigur
The last date for submission of tender
16.08.2024 at 02.00p.m. All details can

be seen from the website

hup ffetender.wh nic.in or
ar office of the

undersigned during office hours, 5d/- 5
THAKUR. EESIED/IALPAIGURL.
ICA-T14126(2)/2024

tically be assigned to Atishi.
Sources said the chief se-
cretary in his response to Rai
sald that the phrase “all other
portfolios not specifically al-
located to any other mini-
ster” in the notification of
Dec 8, 2023, referred to the de-
partments which were not

was issued and hence not covered by it.

The chief secretary also reasoned
that chief minister Arvind Kejriwal did
not “recommend” for allocating the
portfolios to any other minister at the ti-
me of recommending the acceptance of
the resignation of Raaj Kumar Anand
to LG, which was subsequently sent to

the President of India through MHA.

went back to judicial custody.

mentioned in that particular order. The
portfolios assigned to Anand fell vacant
in April when he resigned from govt and
the party much after the notification

While Anand quit from govt and
AAP on April 10, the notification of the
acceptance of his resignation by the Pre-
sident was issued on June 11. Kejriwal
had accepted his resignation before he

Sources said a communication had

also been sent to the Union
home ministry on June 26 in-
timating about the “unpre-
cedented” situation, arising
after the resignation of
Anand and seeking its advi-
ce. The MHA said thatadvice
was sought from the Union
ministry of law and justice.

MHA in its communication said
that as per the provisions of Rule 3 of
Allocation of Business Rules—1993, the
recommendation of CM was required
for allocation of porttolios.

According to officials, before sen-
ding his response to Rai, the chief se-
cretary sent the file containing his re-
ply to the LG for his approval. The LG
mentioned that he referred the matter
to MHA to bring it to the notice of the
President and advice on further action
for smooth functioning of the depart-
ments in consultation with the mini-
stry of law and justice.

“Till receipt of advice of MHA in
the matter, the administrative secreta-
ries of these departments mayv be advi-
sed to act appropriately as per extant
Actsand rules,” the LG said.

Cong says MLALAD funds
unutilised, LG seeks report

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Following a complaint from
Congress that the MLA Local Area Deve-
lopment (MLALAD) Fund in the city was
not being utilised for critical civil infrast-
ructure projects, LG's secretariat has so-
ught details from the chief secretary fora
“comprehensive understanding of the
scheme and its implementation™.

AAP slammed LG's office for allegedly
deploying “obstructive” tactics to “derail”
Delhi's development by probing MLALAD
funds and stalling critical public works.

In an internal communication to the
chief secretary, an official at LG's secreta-
riat sald Congress secretary Abhishek
Dutt had sent a letter expressing concern
over the alleged “non-utilisation of MLA
Local Area Developmentfundsfor critical
civic infrastructure projects such as im-
provement of sewage drains and water pi-
pelines leading to major civic problems™.

L.G's office asked the chief secretary to
provide the details of the scheme, including
itsobjectives, eligibility criteria and guideli-
nes; scope of work with specific reference to
civie infrastructure projects; and modaliti-
esforitsutilisation, includingthe process of
identificationof projectsandapproval. LG's
office has also sought the consolidated list
of various works executed under the sche-
me during the financial yvears 2023-24 and
2024-25, the mechanism to monitor its utili-

sation, including progress reports, audit
procedures and grievance redressal system.

AAP alleged there were “constant” ef-
forts by LG's office tostopall development
works in Delhi. It claimed that to create
problems concerning infrastructure in
Delhi, the funds meant for Delhi.Jal Board
were stopped and the agency was not allo-
wed to relay, replace and desilt sewer li-
nes, and install new water lines and tube-
wells. Italsoalleged Rs 500 crore were allo-
cated tothe mayor's fund but LG s officials
“conspired” to stop its utilisation.

“This fund could have been used for the
construction of drainage systems and
MCD roads. Similarly, Mukhyamantri Sa-
dak Punarnirman Yojana has also been
stopped by the officers who directly come
under the control of LG,” AAP alleged. It
further alleged that after stoppingall works
under different schemes, LG's office “reali-
sed” that there were works going on under
the MLALADscheme. “In the past also, ma-
ny efforts have been made by LG's office and
officials to create problems in MLALAD
funds. This is another desperate attempt to
stopthe worksof Delhi,” AAP claimed. “We
welcomeany inquiry, however, it should not
affect the works of the people,” it added.

Welcoming the probe, Delhi Congress
president Devender Yadav alleged that Rs
70-100 crore had been received on this ac-
count, but very little money had been
spent on development works.

Apex court to hear Kejriwal’s
regular bail plea on Aug 23

»Continued from P1

manner to ensure an elected CM

stayed insidejail. Heemphasised that
the agency had interrogated Kejriwal for
nine hours in April last year even though
the case was registered in 2022. “There
was no further action by either Enforce-
ment Directorate or CBI till March 2024
when ED arrested him. Whenthe CM ison
the cusp of coming out based on an inter-
imbailgranted by the SC, heisarrested by
CElinJune," Singhvisaid.

Afterthe bench of Justices Surya Kant
and Ujjal Bhuvan sought CBI's response
and posted the matter for further hearing
on Aug 23, Singhvi sought interim bail,
citing Kejriwal’s health and pointing out
that he was granted interim bail in the EDD
case despite PMLAs stringent provisions.
But the bench rejected the plea.

Kejriwal was arrested by ED in a
PMILA case for allegedly laundering Rs 45
crore and using it in the Goa elections in
2022, CBI arrested him on June 29, Delhi
HC had rejected Kejriwal's bail plea in the
CBlcaseon Augs.

S‘\inghui said CBI acted in a mala fide
|

Singhvi sought interim bail citing Kejriwal's health

While terming HC's decision errone-
ous and pointing out that there was no pos-
sibility of the trial concluding in the near
future, Kejriwal in his petition said most
co-accused in the case registered by CBI —
Vijay Nair, Abhishek Boinpally, Butchi Ba-
bu, Chanpreet Singh and Manish Sisodia
—weregranted bail over the last two vears.

Claiming that his bail plea stood on a
far better ground, the CM said, “There is
no proof that he committed any offence
and all the vague evidence collected by
CBI are either hearsay or coerced state-
ment of the co-accused persons which has
negligible value in the eyves of law.”

1 e d DBl BANK LIMITED
@ IDBI BANK CIN: LE51B0MH2004 G0 148834

Regd. Office: IDBI Tower, WTC Complex, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai - 400005,

TENDER NOTICE FOR GROUP

MEDICLAIM POLICY FOR BANK's EMPLOYEES

MEWSpAPErs,

RFP s invited for renewal of Group Mediclaim Policy for Bank's
Employess. For details please visit Bank's website www.idbibanl.in in
Mofices & Tenders or contact on 022-66552014 / 66552700, Last date
for submission of application is September 4, 2024 at 3.00 p.m.
Any further Corrigenda in respect of the above shall be posted only on
Bank's wedsile and no separale notification shall be issued in the

sdi-
General Manager (Admin)

The West Benaal Power Develnpment Curpuratiun Limited
Govt. of West Bengal En
Corporate Identity No. UIMHWBWEEEGWENH

Kolaghat Thermal Power Station
P.O. Mecheda, Dist. Purba Medinipur, Pin - 721137

Notice Inviting E-Tender
Ref. No.: WBPDCL / Tend-Adv/24-25/KTPS/CC-2203

Date : 06.08. 2024

NIT No.: WBPDCL/KTPS/NIT/E3041/24-25

E-Tenders in
KTPS, WBPDCL from eligible Agencles/Companies in 2
Delivery of 06 sels of Grinding Ring & Grindi
KTPS", Tender Document Download Start Date: 16.

Manager (Purchase), KTPS. Mobile: 8336904051. E-mail:
For details please visit: hitps:/'wbtenders.gov.in

format are imited at I'ﬂlps;fhvh!a'-:lu-s.gﬂvgndtm the General
rt bi

Balls of 8.5
2024 at 02:00 PM. Bid Submission
End Date: 09.09.2024 at 03:00 PM. Contact Person: Subhasis Das, Dy. General

slem for “Su !:
(10) Coal Mill for

sdas(1@wbpdel.co.in
ICA-T14171(3)/2024

r-% The West BenFaI Power Development Corporation Limited
Enterprise)
f r Corporate Identity No. udm 04WB19855GC039154
‘.,E: Santaldih Thermal Power Station
P.O. Santaldih Thermal Plant, Dist. - Purulia, Pin - 723146

A Govt. of West Bengal

Notice Inviting E-Tender
Rel. No.: WBPDCL /Tend-Adv-Corr. /24 -25/STPS/CC-224T

Date: 14.08.2024

E Tenders in format are invited at Jwblenders.
Wr:]n?j ﬁfﬁﬁmﬁm in 2 Part
u!' H'.lrhr Track at

AGM :Msc STPS. Telephone No. :

For details visit: hitps://wbtenders.gov.in

notified in due course. Previous dates shall be ignored.

Corrigendum for NIT No.: WBPDCL /STPS/NIT/E3658/24-25

in by the General Manager,

system for “Maintenance

1|:Hr Two | BEE! ears”. Contact Person: Mr. G. C. Maji,
39603939. E-mail: m.bar@wbpdcl.co.in

Note : Tender Document Download Start Date and Bid Submission End Date shall be

ICA-TI4182(3)/2024

‘Financial means
not sole ground,
mother gets kids’
interim custody

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A court has gran-
ted the interim custody of afi-
ve-yvear-old girl and a two-ye-
ar-old boy to their mother un-
til the final disposal of the ca-
se, sayving financial means is
not the only ground to decide
the issue and various factors,
such as the children's age,
gender, preference and the su-
itability of the parties, must
be considered to ensure their
maximum welfare.

The court of metropolitan
magistrate Sana Khan noted
on Aug 5 that both parties had
almost equally good claims
over the children and the fat-
her’s financial capacity was a
compelling consideration as
he was capable of providing
the besteducation, healthcare
and lifestyle to his children.
However, it pointed out, consi-
dering their tender age, the
odds aretilting a little more in
favour of the mother.

“This court is of the view
that if children are denied the-
ir mother’s company in such
crucial and formative years of
their lives, it would be detri-
mental to their overall deve-
lopment and well-being, and
there is nothing on record
which shows that the complai-
nant is unfit to have custody of
the children,” the judge said.

The court was hearing a
plea filed by Parul Gaur, see-
king the custody of her child-
ren under Protection of Wo-
men from Domestic Violence
Act. The courtdirected thatthe
custody be handed over within
three weeks of the order

The woman had sought the
custody on the grounds of be-
ing their mother and natural
suardian, while the father op-
posed it, saying he is a doting
father, capable of providing
the requisite comforts to them.
While the mannow stays in Du-
bai, the woman lives in Delhi.

Advocate Vibhor Verdhan,
representing the woman, sub-
mitted that the boy was a bre-
astfeeding child and depri-
ving himof hismotheratsuch
a crucial age was not only det-
rimentaltohishealth, butwas
also a denial of the complai-
nant’sinalienableright to bre-
astfeed her child.

The couple got married in
2016 as per Hindu rites. The wo-
man has alleged atrocities, in-
cluding demands for dowry
and verbal and physical violen-
ceat the hands of the husband.

CBI case strong,
says BJP; plea
not rejected: AAP

New Delhi: Delhi BJP presi-
dent Virendra Sachdeva clai-
med on Wednesday that there-
jectionof the interim bail app-
lication of chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal in the excise
policy case clearly showed
that Supreme Court had fo-
und the CBI case to be strong.

“The AAP functionaries
on bail keep claiming that
thev are innocent and have be-
en framed in cooked-up cases,
but they should know that the
people of Delhi no longer
trust Arvind Kejriwal govt,”
he alleged.

Sachdeva said that though
every party was free to carry
out its campaign, it was time
for Sisodia tocall his padvatra
‘pashchatap vatra’.

AAP claimed that the top
court had only issued a notice
for Aug 23 and not rejected the
application. “We are confi-
dent that after the matter is
heard by SC, CM Arvind Kejri-
wal will get bail,” it said. Tnn

MCD plans to set up two
more dog crematoriums

New Delhi: Municipal Corporation of Delhi(MCD)will expand its pet
cremation services due to the feedback from the Dwarka crematorium.

It plans toset uptwo additional dog crematoriums in the city, One
will be in Mandoli, while the other is likely to be on
land near Sanjayv Jheel, close to Mavur Vihar

The decision to establish these CNG-based facilities
was made after an encouraging respon-
se from petowners who have utilised the
services at the Dwarka crematorium.

“In July, we carried out the crema-
tion of 80 strays and 79 pet dogs. These
numbers are expected to increase In
the coming days,” an official said.

“For the convenience of people living in
other partsof thecity, wearechalking outaplantode-
velop more such CNG-based facilities. Whileland has
alreadv been made available for Mandoli, for the area
near Sanjay Jheel, the land was transferred to the
public health department and now we have made a re-
guesttoearmark thesitesothatappropriatestepscan
be taken,” the official said.

The Dwarka crematorium is spread across 700
square metres and has two CNG furnaces. It is used
for the cremation of small-size strayv and pet animals.
The civic body has fixed charges for using the facility
for pets. An amount of Rs 2,000 is being charged for
the eremation of dogs and small animals weighing
less than 30kg, and Rs 3,000 for those above it.

Constructed on the Public Private Partnership ba-
sis in the tenure of the erstwhile south corporation, it
was agreed that the concessionaire will take no char-
ges for the cremation of stray dogs brought from the
four zones in the south corporation. tuw

STRAY DOGS

CREMATED
IN JULY
BY MCD
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founding leader of Bangladesh
was overthrown in a coup and
assassinated on this day in 1975
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B'luru pressure cooker blast kills man

28-year-old man, who was injured in a pressure cooker blast

in Bengaluru, died while undergoing treatment on
Wednesday morning. Based on a preliminary probe, police have
ruled out a terror angle. Two persons were injured when the
blast took place while they were cooking on Tuesday morning.
The deceased, Moshin, and his injured roommate Samir worked
in a salon and hailed from Uttar Pradesh.

Coming two days before Independence Day, the incident came

3 . Wi J
3 Eeey Hum Ao pUTdim

under the spotlight of security agencies, NIA, internal security
division and bomb detection and disposal squad officers visited
the spot and combed the premises to check for traces of explosive
materials in the room, but found none. Bengaluru police
commissioner B Dayananda told TOl: “Prima facie, it appears to
be an incident of a cooker blast.” Another senior police officer
confirmed the incident had nothing to do with terror activity. tuw

STA  STICS Aslice of life in numbers

Private Funding &
Paris Olympics

The Paris games were 100% privately
funded. 4% of public funding was used to
finance the Paralympic Games

Budget
€4.38 billion __

Financing by (€ billion) % of budget

Partnerships 1.2
......................................... T\fﬁlghts S
IDC s TOP Parlnershlps Programme 05
...... Other Revenue 0.2

_Hospitality 0.2 |
Licensing 0.1

Source: 1OC
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‘ONLY OUTSIDE TN’: SC ON UDHAYANIDHI PLEA
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TO CLUB CASES OVER SANATAN REMARKS

# K'taka-Centre row brews as state

% shuts down Jan Aushadhi outlets

BJP Plans Stir To
Oppose Cong
Govt Decision

BV.Shivashankar
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Fresh conflict is
brewing between the Con-
gress govt in Karnataka and
Centre, with the state health
and medical education de-
partments deciding to close
down.Jan Aushadhioutletsin
state govt hospitals. The Cen-
fre’'s Pradhan Mantri Jan
Aushadhi scheme provides
quality genericdrugsat affor-
dable rates for the public.
Currently, these outlets op-
erate at a limited number of
govt facilities, including KC
General Hospital in Bengalu-
ru, but health department
brass have indicated plans to
close them soon. The decision
could cause more friction

FEESH I:EIHFLII:T The decision comes amid ongoing disputes over
authority over HMT Ltd land, repair of the Tungabhadra dam crest
gate and Karnataka's share of devolution of taxes

between state and Centre,
since it comes amid ongoing
disputesover authority over
HMT Ltd land, repair of the
Tungabhadra dam crest
gate and Karnataka’'s share
of devolution of taxes.
Karnataka BJP has al-
ready announced plans to
launch an agitation over the
latest decision. But Congress
functionaries say govt hospi-

tals provide medicines for free
and Jan Aushadhi outlets on
the premises would only lead
to corruption. However, offi-
cials emphasise govit is not
against Jan Aushadhi outlets
outside hospital premises.
BJP state president BY Vi-
javendra criticised Congress
govt's action saying, “The
state govt's move reflects the
hate politics of Congress.

Earlier, it dropped the
scheme introduced by the BS
Yedivurappa-led govt to pro-
videan additional grant of Rs
4,000 to farmers under the
Centre’s Kisan Samman Yoja-
na. Now, it is going all out to
ban Jan Aushadhi outlets
meant for poor patients. We
will fight this.,” Vijayendra
said some 20 lakh households
benefit from the Jan Aushad-
hi scheme. There are about
8.900 centres across the state.

The controversy erupted
late on Tuesdav when medi-
cal education minister Sha-
ran Prakash Patil said Jan
Aushadhi outlets are no long-
er necessary in govt-run hospi-
tals, including those under his
department. He said the 22
hospitals affiliated with med-
ical colleges and 11 govt super
speciality hospitals, besides
158 hospitals at district and
taluk-levels managed by the
health department, are suffi-
cient to cater to medical
needsof the poor.

Teen kills girl
to settle score
with her dad

Raipur: A 15-vear-old girl was
chased and beatentodeath by a
19-vear-old who had a score to
settle with her father in Chhat-
tisgarh’'s Kabirdham district
Tuesday. Vicky was waiting for
the girl at her school, said po-
lice. As she stepped out, he in-
tercepted her and passed lewd
comments, to which she object-
ed. When he picked up a stick
and swung at her, she started
running. She ran for about
1km, calling for help, but noone
saved her. Vicky caughtup with
herand hit her on the head. She
collapsed, severely injured, as
he fled. She was taken to hospi-
tal but died during treatment.,
Vicky wasrounded up a few
hours later: He told police he
got intoa fight with the girl's fa-
ther and was looking for an op-
portunity to take revenge. tun
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2 ‘cross-voting’ Cong MLAS
meet Shinde, trigger buzz

SAD MLA joins AAP,
party tally dips to 2

hiromani Akali Dal’s (SAD)

Banga MLA Dr Sukhwin-
der Kumar Sukhi joined AAP
Wednesday in the presence of

Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Amid specula-
tion that some Congress
MLAS cross-voted in the re-
cently held MLC polls—the
party is yet to take action

over that—twoparty MLAs, Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann
Hiraman Khoskar (Igatpu- and AAP national general
ri) and Jitesh Antapurkar secretary(organisation)
(Deglur), met CM Eknath  Sandeep Pathak, report
Shinde late Tuesday, fuell- Vibhor Mohan & IP Singh.

His exitis asetback for
SADas the party's tally in the
117-member Punjab assem-
bly has been reduced to two.

ing the buzz that they could
join Shiv Sena. Khoskar had
met Shinde last month, too.
Antapurkar met BJP MP
Ashok Chavan last month,
which had given rise to the
speculation that some Con-
oress MLAs who had alleg-
edly  cross-voted could
switch over to Mahavuti.
Khoskar and Antapur-
kar plaved down the meet-

ing's significance. "1 was
with Congress and will re-
main with Congress. [ met
the CM for funds,” said Kh-
oskar, Antapurkar said he
met the CM for “important
work inmy constituency”.
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CASHBACK UPTO 22,000/-
DOWN PAYMENT 711,333 | EMI 72,833 x 8 months

All 6 acquitted in
NHAI consultant
murder case

Jaipur: Three yvears after Jai-
pur police celebrated with gal-
lantry awards for solving the
murder of NHAI consultant
Rajinder Kumar Chawla, a
trial court on Tuesday acquit-
ted all six accused arrested in
2021, citing numerous incon-
sistencies and gaps in the in-
vestigation. The verdict has
come as an embarrassment
for the police department and
a stark reminder of the inade-
quacies inthe investigation in
another high-profile case, the
2008 Jaipur serial blasts, in
which Rajasthan HC had last
vear acquitted all four ac-
cused awarded death penalty,
Chawla was shot dead out-
side NHAI office in Aug 2021.
Police said they would ex-
amine the order and decide on
the next course of action. tw
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Govind Mohan named new
 home secy, succeeds Bhalla

Times News NETwWORK secretary and was involved
with projects from Modi
zovt's point of view, ranging
from installations in Parlia-
ment, including the Sengol,
to Amrit Mahotsav, Har Ghar
Tiranga and the proposed
Yuge Yugeen Museum.
Among the Kkey
challenges awaiting
him in his new assign-
ment is the situation in
J&K, especially with
Election Commission
looking at holding elec-
tions in the Union territory,
Besides, smooth imple-
mentation of the new crimi-
nal laws as well asthe census,
which has been pending for
several years. The tension in
Bangladesh has also created
pressure at the border as
there is an influx from the
neighbouring nation, which
will need careful handling.

New Delhi: Govt on
Wednesday named culture
secretary Govind Mohan
as the new home secretary,
replacing Ajayv Bhalla, who
is the longest-serving of} hmr
in the job. Mohan's ap- =
pointment as an offi-
cer on special duty
marks his return to
North Block having
spent three years in
home ministry hand-
ling Union territories. He
has also had long stints in fi-
nance ministry, dealing with
crucial issues, before mov-
ing to the cabinet secretar-
1at, where he was involved
with the successful resolu-
tion of the Enron dispute.
From home ministry, the
TAS officer from the Sikkim
cadre, moved as the culture

Phase-3 clinical trial of
dengue vaccine starts

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The first-ever
phase 3 elinical trial of a den-
gue vaccine in India started
on Wednesday with a person
in Rohtak, Harvana getting
vaccinated with DengiAll.

DengiAll isa dengue vac-
cine that has been developed
by an Indian company called
Panacea Biotec that has
shown promising results in
pre-clinical and clinical
trials. Panacea Biotec is col-
laborating with the Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR), the coun-
iry's apex health research
agency, tocarryoutaphase3
clinical trial of the vaccine
to compare its efficacy over
the standard treatment.

The trial involving 10,335
healthy adult participants
will be spread across 19 sites
in 18 states and Union territo-
ries. It is funded by the ICMR.

“The initiation of phase 3
clinical trial for India’s first
indigenous dengue vaccine

Haier
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marks a critical advance-
ment in our ficht against den-
gue. It reflects our commit-
ment to protecting our citi-
zens from this pervasive dis-
ease and underscores India’s
capabilities in vaccine re-
search and development,” he-
alth minister J P Nadda said.
Currently, there is no an-
tiviral treatment or licenced
vaccine against dengue in
India. There are, however,
multiple companies that are

A FIRST FOR INDIA

in the race to launch a vac-
cine against dengue. The
Drug Controller General of
India (DCGI) recently gave a
green signal for phase I clin-
ical trials of dengue vaccine
developed by the Serum In-
stitute of India (SII).

So far, two dengue vac-
cines — Qdenga and Deng-
vaxia have completed
phase 3 trials globally Both
the vaccines have also re-
ceived approval from the
World Health Organisation.
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KIRTI CHAKRA

® Col Manpreet Singh, SM, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles (POSTHUMOUS)

® Maj Malla Rama Gopal Naidu, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles
® Rfn Ravi Kumar, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles (POSTHUMOUS)
® DSP Himayun Muzzammil Bhat, J&K Police (POSTHUMOUS)

SHAURYA CHAKRA

® Col Pawan Singh, Army Aviation Corps

@ Maj CVS Nikhil, Infantry

® Maj Aashish Dhonchak, SM, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles
(POSTHUMOUS)

® Maj Tripatpreet Singh, Army Service Corps, Rashtriya Rifles

® Maj Sahil Randhawa, Artillery, Rashtriya Rifles

@ Sub Sanjeev Singh Jasrotia, Infantry

® Nb Sub P Pabin Singha, Artillery, Rashtriya Rifles

® Sep Pardeep Singh, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles (POSTHUMOUS)

® SPO Abdul Latif, J&K Police

BAR TO SENA MEDAL (GALLANTRY)
® Lt Col Nitin Kumar Singh, SM, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

SENA MEDAL (GALLANTRY)

® Lt Col Raman Tyagi, Engineers, Assam Rifles

@ Lt Col Ajay Kumar, Intelligence Corps

® Lt Col Sudhir Singh Kalakoti, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Lt Col S Harshavardhanan, Army Ordnance Corps

® Lt Col Roshan Kumar Jain, Infantry

® Lt Col Priyank Puri, Army Aviation Corps

® Lt Col Sakil Ahmad, Artillery, Assam Rifles

® Lt Col Nagendra Kumar Saraswat, Infantry

® Lt Col Mutum Ajoy Meitei, Infantry

® Maj Gaurav Bhardwaj, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Maj Robin Dev Anand, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Maj Nachhatar Singh Goraya, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Maj Sachin Kumar, Army Avn Corps

® Maj Prasun Pande, Infantry

® Maj Amar Bakshi, Infantry

® Maj Gagandeep Singh, Artillery, Army Aviation Corps

® Maj Nitin Rawat, Infantry, Army Aviation Corps

® Maj Shantanu Ghatpande, Infantry

® Maj Gautam Dev Singh, Infantry

® Maj Manohar Singh, Infantry, Assam Rifles

® Maj Girish A Masti, Electronics & Mechanical Engineers,
Rashtriya Rifles

® Maj Saurav Singh, Infantry

® Maj Gaurav Bisht, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Maj Gitansh Ahluwalia, Infantry

® Maj Pushpinder Singh Verma, Infantry

® Maj Mohit Rawat, Army Aviation Corps

® Maj Anil Kumar, Engineers, Rashtriya Rifles
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® Maj Ramsagar Panday, Infantry
® Maj Manik Singh, Mechanised Infantry, Assam Rifles
® Maj Anand Gaurav, Infantry

® Maj Sougrakpam Rishikesh Singh, Engineers, Army Aviation Corps

® Maj Laldingngheta, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Maj Amit Sharma, Infantry (Territorial Army)

® Capt Ajay Sharma, Engineers

® Capt Rajesh Singh, Infantry

® Capt Rohan Ravindra Hanagi, Electronics & Mechanical
Engineers, Infantry

® Nb Sub Deepak Kumar Sharma, Infantry

® Nb Sub Ramesh Chander, Infantry

® Nb Sub Bhoj Raj Thapa, Infantry

® Hav Prakash Chhetri, Infantry

® Hav Sudesh Kumar, Infantry

® Hav Anil Dinkar Kalase, Engineers (POSTHUMOUS)

® Hav Veerabhadrappa Ninganur, Engineers

® Nk Subhash Chandra Verma, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Nk Mushtag Ahmad Bhat, Infantry

® Nk Shashi Thakur, Infantry

® Nk Lokinder Sharma, Infantry

® Nk L Machinmi, Infantry

® Nk Gore Amol Tanhaiji, Infantry (POSTHUMOUS)

® Nk Sonu Pratap Singh, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Nk Mohd Igbal Khan, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® L/Nk Manir Hossain, Infantry

® ALD Rajesh Kumar Umare, Remount Veterinary Corps

® Sep Shashi Ranjan, Army Air Defence, Rashtriya Rifles

® Sep Ashok G, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Sep Kanerkar Sandip Krishnath, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Sep Muttu Sappuri, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Sep Rakee Sengar, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Sep Mohit Kumar, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Sep Tara Chand Ranwa, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Sep Vikas, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Gnr Hari Chand, Artillery, Rashtriya Rifles

® Ptr Sushil, Infantry

MENTION-IN-DESPATCHES

OPERATION RAKSHAK

® Maj Ashutosh Kumar Yadav, Infantry

® Capt Jaideep Singh, Infantry

® Sub Tank Bahadur Darlami, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles
® Nb Sub Mahender Singh, Infantry

® Nb Sub Kalesh K Pillai, Infantry

® Hav Jugendra Singh, Infantry

@ Hav Virender Singh, Infantry

® Hav Charo Oraon, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Hav Kamaljit Singh, Infantry

® Nk Suresh Undure, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Nk Bikram Keshri Mall, Infantry

® Nk Dhiraj Magrati, Infantry

® ALD Hans Raj, Armoured Corps, Rashtriya Rifles

® Sep Ravi Shankar, Army Air Defence, Rashtriya Rifles
® Sep Vishal Kumar, Army Air Defence, Rashtriya Rifles
® Sep Bittu Kumar, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Rfn Gautam Pun, Infantry

® Rfn Raj Kumar Sunam, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

® Swr Jitendra, Armoured Corps, Rashtriya Rifles

® Swr Deepak Kumar, Armoured Corps, Rashtriya Rifles
® Army Dog Kent, Remount Veterinary Corps (POSTHUMOUS)

OPERATION SNOW LEQPARD
® Maj Bhuwan Pratap Singh, Infantry

® Maj Harmandeep Singh Brar, Army Air Defence, Rashtriya Rifles
@ Sub Lalit Mohan Singh, Infantry

@ Hav Shadil Hussain Itoo, Infantry

® Nk Raminder Singh, Engineers

® L/Nk Karma Wangyal Bhutia, Infantry

® Sep H Lalrokima, Infantry, Rashtriya Rifles

OPERATION SAHAYATA

® Lt Harwant Singh, Infantry

® Hav Devendra Kumar Pandey, Artillery
OPERATION HIFAZAT

@ Maj Durgeshwar Pratap Singh, Infantry, Assam Rifles
® Hav Moakaba Ao, Infantry

OPERATION ORCHID

® Maj Amit Mishra, Artillery, Assam Rifles

® Maj Ravikant Mehra, Infantry, Assam Rifles
® Hav Hari Thapa, Infantry

OPERATION KATCHAL

® Lt Yugant Kumar Pandey, Infantry

IS DUTY

® Nb Sub Thaman Bahadur Thapa, Infantry

| ERA
® Maj Vishal Kumar Yadav, Infantry

® Maj Prateek Kumar, Infantry
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Gallant Acts of Our Heroes Will Always be a Source of Inspiration to The Nation
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INDIAN COAST GUARD

We Protect... !!

PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS

ON THE OCCASION OF 78™ INDEPENDENCE DAY (15 AUG 2024)

|G Donny Michael, TM
President's Tatrakshak Medal

DIG Balakrishnan Murugan
Tatrakshak Medal

Dy Comdt Aaqil Pathan
Tatrakshak Medal (G)

Girish Kumar Verma, P/Adh (RO)
Tatrakshak Medal

HAPPY 78™ INDEPENDENCE DAY
TO ALL THE COUNTRYMEN..!!

‘Jai Hind'

EMERGENCY MARITIME SEARCH & RESCUE TELEPHONE NO.-1544

To Join Coast Guard, visit us:

www.joinindiancoastguard.gov.in and www.indiancoastguard.gov.in

Follow us at :

'Here, There and Everywhere... Indian Coast Guard'

CBC 10147/13/0001 /2425

f@lndianCuastGuard W @IndiaCoastGuard @indiancoastguard_official
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A thought for today

Migration is an expression of the human aspiration
for dignity, safety and a better future
BAN KI-MOON

India & Indiaspora

Success of diaspora in US and other countries is reason
for Centre to make emigration a standalone ministry

Regar{lless of the way US presidential elections go, there will

be an Indian-origin woman in the citadel of power in

Washington next Jan, whether it is as POTUS (Kamala Harris)
or as Second Lady (Usha Vance). That encapsulates the power and
influence the Indian diaspora has come to have on American life.
From technology and business to healthcare, education and public
policy, the 5.1mn-strong Indian diaspora in US - which comprises
just1.5% of its population - has punched far above its weight in the
country. To take one metric, it contributes as much as 5-6% to US’s
tax kitty. To take another, at §136,000, the median income of diaspora
members isalmost double the American population’s average.

A great success story | The spread of Indian-origin people
acrossdifferentspheres of Americanlifeiscommendable. They are
also giving back to their home country, sending $26bn in remittances

in 2022-23. Similar is the story for Indian migrants
to West Asia, Europe and elsewhere.
In fact, if the economic heft of the
more than 3cr Indian migrants
worldwide is taken into account,
we already have a $§6tn GDP. And
this has not happened only because
of highly skilled professionals.
As a TOI story highlighted
earlier this vear, there is a Great
Indian Outplacement at work
involving blue-collar workers.
Thismust be tapped to the fullest.
A Donald Trump or Nigel Farage may notaccept itowingto political
reasons, but it presents a win-win scenario for both India and
the destination countries.

Create a special ministry | With their birth rates going down
and populations growing older, labour shortages in developed
countries offer India’s large yvoung population a great opportunity.
Several states have already put in placesystemsto help with skilling
and migration of young workers. But this must be pursued with far
more vigour at Centre than has been the case so far. What we need is
an emigration ministry in Union govt that coordinates with
MEA, skill development ministry and states to institutionalise a
mechanism for migration of Indian workers to countries around
the world, It's illegal migration that’s mostly the issue in the West -
undocumented people account for 14 % of Indian diaspora in US, for
instance. Having a powerful minister who furthers legal migration
would not just help deal with the huge unemployment problem
India faces. It would also take the sting off the tirades of far-right
leaders in the West.

Supremely Clear

Two SC orders within a week should settle once
and for all that bail, not jail, is the norm

Supreme Court’'s latest order granting bail, in a case under

anti-terror law UAPA, adds to its last week'’s order bailing

Sisodia in a PMLA (money laundering) case. Both UAPA and
PMLA have special provisions for bail - negative provisions - that
an accused is “not presumed innocent”. In ordinary law, presumption
of innocence is a fundamental principle in grant of bail.

SC’s clear signal | In Sisodia’s case, SC said that delay in trial
and a long period behind bars are reason enough to grant bail, while
in the UAPA case it said that “bail as rule and jail as exception is
settled law” for all legislation. Taken together, the back-to-back
SC rulings provide clear direction to grant of bail in cases under
most stringent laws. On earlier occasions
too, SC has observed that statutory
restrictions on bail must not overshadow
constitutional rights.

For SC to direct | It is this clarity in
direction to interpret controversial
legislation — whose provisions are under
challenge in SC — that is much required
for HCs and trial courts to take their cue.
Barely six months ago, another SC bench
had held the reverse in another order - that in UAPA jail, not bail, is
norm.Itissuchecontradictorysignalsfromtopcourt thatcan distort
how any law is interpreted. The two latest orders should settle any
such confusion, taken on a case by case basis.

For SC to decide | Pleas on constitutionality of provisions in
UAPA and PMLA are waiting for SC deliberations. Challenges to
amendments introduced as money bills are awaiting SC’s decision.
Several PMLA and UAPA undertrials are behind bars where their
lawyers argue against the very need for custody. Incarceration is
damaging. Sooner the challenges to such laws are settled, better the
direction SC can provide to investigators, litigants, and the accused.

I-Day, You-Day

Big B’s old tryst, small b’s new wish-list
Bachi Karkaria

Hasina’s inglorious exit triggered recalls of India’s glorious
role in freeing Bangladesh. Alas, too many countries have
squandered their hard-fought for independence. Net-net, we've
kept ourtryst, ‘not wholly or in full measure, but very substan-
tially’ — even if netas keep trving to enslave the Net. Since
this Erratica has coincided with I-Day, let me go back to the
"-r“hdda:.rf midnight hour in 2002 when FM radio awoke to licence and freedom.
Working briefly at that tabloid, I'd asked mellifluous Mr Bachchan if he'd
launch our station with Nehru'’s historic speech. ‘Sure,” he said, ‘provided vou
get Sonia Gandhi’s permission’. Why? It wasn't her property. But they'd had
their infamous fall-out so arguably he didn’t want any other fall-out. We kept
writing to her PS, dwarpal George, but got only, erm, radio silence. We let go of
Ms G, butnotof Mr B. Would he read out the as-apt Tagore poem instead? ‘Sure,’
. hesaid, ‘provided I can record it beforehand’. But the whole point
\I:;"(_-j) was to have him personally flagging off the FM station. ‘T'll be there

too, he promised. He practised till inflection-perfect; recorded; and
kept his tryst with us at the midnight hour.
T So, here's my take on Tagore's 1913 praver;
‘Where the pedestrian is without fear and can walk without
erratica headheldlow
Where aceessisfree
Where the pavement has not been broken up into fragments
Or narrowed by encroachment walls
Where wheels don’'t need to come out from the depth of potholes
Where tired commute stretches its arms towards relief
Where the clear stream of traffic has notlost its way
Into thedreary desert sand of municipal indifference
Where endless infrastructure blunts the brain
With ever-widening din and destruction,

Into that heaven of freedom, my civic Fathers, let my city awake.”
wedrdke

AlecSmartsaid: “Tirangaplea: Saffron, please make white-flag peace
with green.”

DEEPER YOUR ROOTS
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Our Sporting HerStory

One of India’s finest sportspersons writes about Indian women’s accomplishments at the
Olympics, and about what it will take to give more women a shot at a podium finish

Sachin Tendulkar

For Indians, the Paris Olympics began
with a display of women power. When
Manu Bhaker won two medals for the
two 10m air pistol events, our chests
swelled with collective national pride.

With this, she also created two
records, becoming the first Indian woman to win an
Olympic shooting medal and the first Indian to win
two medals in a single edition of the Olympics. She
narrowly missed a third medal, ranking fourth in the
25m pistol event,

If her near miss was painful, there were others
acutely so, Such as circumstances preventing Vinesh
Phogat from competing for the gold. Or Nisha Dahiya’s
injury, which prevented/kept her from winning. And
vet, despite the disappointments, Vinesh and Nisha's
dedication, grit and perseverance have set an example
for all sportspersons. Actually, the entire nation is
united in cheering and supporting these Olympians.
Such is the power of sports.

[still remember the excitement and pride I felt when
kKarnam Malleswari became the first Indian woman to
winan Olympicmedal. That was a weightlifting bronze
in Svdney at the turn of the century. She was also the
first Indian weightlifter {male or female) to win an
Olympic medal.

This was followed by Mary Kom and Saina
Nehwal climbing the podium in London
2012; PV Sindhu and Sakshi Malik in
Rio 2016; and Mirabai Chanu, PV
Sindhu and Lovlina Borgohain in
Tokyo 2020. Their triumphs too
have brought a united cheer
from the nation. Bevond this, 1
sincerely hope that the success
of our women athletes will

inspire many more womento oL
participate in sports. The \ =
more is the participa- L

ting, the more will be W

the excelling. o :

But as in other spheres, in sports too,
equal opportunity and equal pay are
important factors in women succee-
ding. So, it's highly pertinent
that one of the highlights of
the Paris Olympics was the
effort to ensure gender
parity. This included the __.‘-1.::,'--'

International Olympic Committee distributing quota
places to male and female athletes 50:50. From just
2.2% women's participation in the 1900 Paris Games to
achieving equal participation of female athletes this
yvear, Olympics has certainly come a long way.

What 1s as important is that Olympics is moving
towards equality between men and women in a deeper
way, with 28 out of the 32 sports being fully gender
equal now, Out of the 329 medal events, 157 are men's
events, 152 are women's events and 20 are mixed-
gender events.

This reminds me of developments closer home,
where we have seen India also lead the march
towards gender parity in sports. It was a historic
moment in Oct 2022 when the Board of Control
for Cricket in India announced equal pay for all | 15
centrally contracted men and
women cricketers for Team
India. This was then followed by
other global bodies such as US
Open Tennis, the English Cricket
Board and the International
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Cricket Council announcing ':_:.,;-_;-::;-::-:::-.::: :

equal pay for their
players,
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Many medal winners come from backgrounds
where they cannot afford the required funding, for the
intensive training one must undergo to have a shot at
topping world competitions. Funding support, grants,
and scholarships are critical in this context. Such
support can play an important role in helping female
athletes access sports academies and modern training
facilities. Yes, there are corporates already playing this
role. But many more need to step forward and support
women athletes,

For example, many companies have their manu-
facturing plants in the interiors of different parts of
the country and support the communities around these

_ plants. As part of their CSR, they can also be much

more proactive about supporting talent-scouting in
these communities. Talent identification at a young
age has given a dramatic leg-up to countries like US,
China and Australia to make their mark in the
olobal arena.
In addition to equality in sports, we must also
work towards equality in the governance
of these sports. We need more women
heading sports federations that regula-
te and manage sports in the country.
Our sports federations must also work
o promote sports for women and
celebrate their success stories. This
cannot be just about the major events, it
has to be at every stage of the sports
journeys.

On this Independence Day, let us
take a moment to acknowledge the
thousands of female athletes whose

dream it is to stand on the
podium. Not just for a
medal, but to hear our
National Anthem being
played ina stadium filled
with people from across
the world standing in
respect. It is for this
that they train hard and
relentlessly, many leaving
the comfort of their homes
to hone their skills. Let us
work together to create an
India where many more women
can chase their dreams and
make them come true.
Happv Independence
Day:
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‘Hasina had to go...Yunus govt formed unconstitutionally...Can’t
have secularism & state religion...Hindus can’t all come to India’

Turmoil in Bangladesh has seen its minorities come
under attack, raising global concern. Head of interim
govt Muhammad Yunus has assured equal protection to
Bangladeshi Hindus. Surendra Kumar Sinha, former
chief justice of Bangladesh, the first Hindu to occupy the
post who was removed unconstitutionally by the Hasina
gout, spoke to Rudroneel Ghosh about the current
situation:

@ Whatis this moment’s significance in Bangladesh?
It was only a matter of time. Sheikh Hasina had to
resign, faceher fate. Historv savsadictator cannot keep
governing in this manner indefinitely. We know
what brutality she has carried out. It she can kick
out a sitting chief justice, what more proof do you
need of her autocratic ways? What
has happened is an achievement
of the people of Bangladesh.
Politicians havefailed for 53 vears
here. But students showed that
| if intentions are good, anything
is possible.

® Yunus visited Dhakeshwari
temple, reached out to Hindus.

It's good Yunus visited Dhakesh-
wariand assured community leaders. But we have
to remember minorities have alwayvs supported
Hasina. But Hasina wasn’t able to protect them.
Two vears ago, many mandirs and pandals were
vandalised during Durga Puja. But her govt took
no action. Noone was booked. This culture of impunity
is a long-running problem. Three types of people
commit atrocities - radical fanatics, opportunistic
thugs, and politically motivated people who want to
sow chaos. Minorities alwavs bear the brunt.

@ Will Yunus's outreachimpact Bangladeshi Hindus?
You will have secularism, but keep Islam as thestate
religion in the constitution. The twocannot gotogether.
You hiave to keep state and laws neutral. You cannot
have laws like the Vested Property Act that confiscated
Hindu properties. Similarly, there cannot be separate

laws for management of Hindu temples. No impunity
for anyone. If real democracy, rule of law and equality
prevail, Hindus will stay safely in Bangladesh. All
Hindus cannot come to India.

@ How did Bangladesh get to this point?

Bangladesh's foundation has never been strong.
Mujibur himself was guilty of throttling the nascent
Bangladeshi democracy. He attended the OIC meeting in
Pakistan in 1974, even tried a one-party system, and side-
lined tall leaders like Tajuddin Ahmad. Thereafter, we
had two martial law periods till 1991. The first Hasina

govicame tooffice in 1996 —this was the best govt. But her
tenure since 2009 was very different. Constitutionally;
Bangladesh hasa parliamentary formof govt, butHasina
practically ran the country in a presidential style. In
2015, we passed several judgments in line with India’s
Kesavananda Bharati upholding the sanctity of the
basic structure of the constitution of Bangladesh. But
Hasina introduced all kinds of messy changes.

@ Your thoughts on the new interim govt.
T congratulate Yunus. At the same time, I'm shocked.
We're always working towards illegalitv. Now, even if

the Jan national election was disputed, there was a
parliament, And Hasina was compelled to step down.
Till Aug 6, parliament was still operational. In this
situation, parliament should have been called, the pre-
sident asked to step down, and a new president elected.
That would have been by the constitution. The new
president then could have decided to dissolve parlia-
ment or sack the army chief. But now under a puppet
president, a new interim govt has been formed. This is
unconstitutional. There is illegality upon illegality
This isthe root cause for Bangladesh's instabilitv.

® What should be interim govt's immediate task?
Many important institutions in Bangladesh
continue to run under Pakistani colonial laws.
Like our armed forces. These need to be discarded.
If possible, redraft the constitution. Of course, it'll
take time. But without this Bangladesh will keep
repeating the cycle of instability Interim govt has
to overhaul police, military, bureaucracy and,
importantly, judiciary. If it were up to me, 1
wouldn't opt for elections for at least two vears.

@ What role should India play?

Hasinaopted toflee to India. That’s a problem. If
New Delhiallows her to stay, gives her asylum, New
Delhi will be in a difficult position. Hasina stands
cuilty of serious crime - her administration's
killed more than 300 students. Send Hasina back
and let her face justice. If New Delhidoesn’tdo this,
India-Bangladesh relations will suffer in future.

® What are your thoughts on students forcing the
Bangladesh chief justice to resign?

The procedure for removal of chief justice isn't
acceptable. The constitution is still working. The proper
thing would have been for the president to call upon the
CJ to resign. If illegal actions like this are justified,
then other illegalities would need to be justified too.

That said, the new C. is talented and highly qualified,
but the procedure of his selection wasn't legal. In
Bangladesh, almost all crucial issues are addressed
overlooking constitutional mandate.

Calvin & Hohbes
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W Tobefreeofall
authority, of vour
ownand that of
another, is to die
® | toeverythingof

= vesterday, so that
vour mind is always fresh. always
voung, innocent, full of vigour and
passion, It is only in that state that
one learns and observes...

J Krishnamurti

The ‘How’ And The ‘Why’ Of Life

Jug Suraiya

as India’s education system
H becomea contradiction in
terms, in that it doesnot educate
and isnolonger a system, an orderly
arrangement of ideas and functions
formulated toachieve a desired
objective?

A spate of scams, of mass-copying,
leaked question papers, and faked
certificates, poses athreat to the groves
of academe which are being turned into
a blackboard jungle, producing hordes
of purportedly educated unemployed
young people, making a cruel mockery
of our vaunted ‘demographic dividend'.

But more than the economic and
social repercussions of mass unemploy-
ment, our derelict educational edifice is
haunted by the spectre of adeeper
existential crisis.

In an interview on social media, a
student has identified a fundamental

flaw in what and how we teach by
dividing courses into the science
stream and the arts stream.

Students who opt for *hard’ science
subjects like physics and chemistry,
can't also choose ‘soft’ subjects like
history and literature, and vice versa.
This creates an asymmetry not
only in terms of job skills and
employment opportunities _
but, at a deeper level, it can ! Py
lead to an ethical, moral,
and spiritual vacuum, a
void in the heartof our
body politic.

Science teaches the
*how' of life: how todo
brainsurgery, how to cure disease, how
to build rocket ships,

Thearts guide us tothe ‘'why' of life:
why peace is better than war, why love
should overcome hate, why there'sa
difference between good and evil.

Both the *how’ and the ‘why' are

without knowing why

essential tolife. Without the ‘hows’ -
how to make fire, how to invent the
wheel, how to discover gravity - we'd
still beliving in caves, Without the
‘whys' - why we choose a profession,
why we adhere toa particular creed or
ideology - we'd have no compass with
which to chart the journey of life,
The *how’ is the superfast
train in which we travel; the
‘why’ is thedirection we
ae travelinandthedestination
we hopeto arrive at,

When Neil Armstrong
took his historic “Onesmall
THE SPEAKING TREE stepforman,agiantleap for
mankind”, acommentator
observed that the American tragedy
was that it had put aman on the Moon

The “why’, of course, was America's
rivalry with USSR, the space race being
an adjunct to the arms race. And the
tragic irony was that the images relayed

from Apollo 11 of the blue Planet Earth,
inall its breath-taking and fragile
beauty, should be shadowed by the
monstrous mushroom cloud of nuclear
Armageddon,

The ‘how’ that split the atom raised
the ‘why’ of prioritising between
building an energy plant which could
light a million homes and making
nuclear warheads which could take a
million lives.

The advent of Artificial Intelligence,
with the boundless horizons ithas
opened, has made even more crucial the
tightrope walk between the ‘how’ and
the ‘why’, between what we can do, and
what weoughttodo.

Will Al create avirtual reality
‘realer’ than the realreality? Help to
overcome cancer? Both?

Al could be the final challenge in
balancing the ‘how’ and the ‘*why" if
what we call humanity is to retain its
humanness.
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ay Shah is a man on a mission these days,

After predicting India’s victory in the T20

World Cup successfully. in Feb, in Rajkot, In-

dia’s youngest BOCI secretary, still only 35, and
already in fiis second term, is taking glant steps to
take Indian cricket to even greater heights. During a
visit to the TOI Mumbai office on the eve of India’s
76th Independence Day, Shah announced that the new
stateof the art NCA will soon come wpon the outskirts
of Bengaluru in Sept. “We are going to make it avail-
able for Olympic sportspersons too like Neeraj Chop-
ra, ™ he revealed. During a 15-minute presentafion,
followed by a 23-minute chat, he also announced plans
for a cricket stadium in Varanasi and an NCA in six
North-Fast states and the seventh one in Jammau. Ex-
cerpis from the interaction.

TETE-A-TETE

Team TOI

Everybody wants to know about the Champions Trophy and
will India travel to Pakistan? What is BCCI's stand?

No stand as of now. We will cross the bridge when
it comes.

Champions Trophy though comes later, but the Bangladesh
series is upon us (Sept 19, Chennai). With the turmoil that
the nation is currently experiencing, are there concerns?
None as of now. A new government has just been
formed over there. They will surely reach out to us.
If they do not, I will surely reach out to them., For
us, Bangladesh series 1s very important. We will try
our best to host it.

Bangladesh are also the hosts of the Women's T20 WC
scheduled in Oct. With the security concerns there, are
there any obligations for India to host it, considering that
India is a neighbouring country?

They had asked the BCCI if they can host the event,
but I flatly refused. We would be still in the monsoon
season and next vear, we are going to host the ODI
Women's World Cup. I do not want to give the im-
pression that I want to host consecutive World Cups.

The Australia Test series is the big-ticket event for Team
India and the fans. How are India going to prepare for it?
Our team is already well prepared. We have rested
Jasprit Bumrah for a while now: Mohammad Shami
is expected to be fit too. This is an experienced Indi-
an side now. Seniors like Rohit and Kohli are fit.

GALLERY

Man United
signs De Ligt
and Mazraoui

Manchester: Manchester
United signed Netherlands
center back Matthijs de Ligt
and Morocco full back
Noussair Mazraoui from
Bayern Munich on Tuesday.
The 25-year-old De Ligt
agreed to a five-year deal,
with the option to extend for
a further year. The 26-year-
old Mazraoui, who can play
as a right back or left back,
has a contract until June
2028, also with the option to
extend for a further year. No
transfer fees were an-
nounced but British media
reported United was paying
£60 million for Mazraoui and
De Ligt. United earlier
Tuesday sold Aaron Wan-
Bissaka to Premier League
rival West Ham for a repor-
ted fee of £15 million to end
a five-year spell at United.
One of the best one-on-one
defenders in the English
game, Wan-Bissaka will
compete with Vladimir
Coufal for the right-back
spot at West Ham.

Chahal grabs5for14on
Northamptonshire
debut: Yuzvendra Chahal
made a sensational debut
for Northamptonshire
Steelbacks, snapping five
wickets to set up their
nine-wicket win over for-
mer County side Kent
Spitfires in the One-Day
Cup in Canterbury on
Wednesday. Chahal took
five for 14 in his 10 overs to
bundle them out for 82 in
35.1 OVers. AGENCIES

»Continued from P1

Paris Olvmpics ad hoc division's

sole arbitrator Annabelle Bennett,
who was hearing the case. CAS had, on
Tuesday, announced that it will prono-
unce its verdict on Aug 16, 1800 hrs Paris
time (9:30 pm IST), but surprisingly ca-
me out with the order twodays beforethe
scheduled deadline.

One of the four lawyers representing
Vinesh at CAS, Vidushpat Singhania,
confirmed the development to TOI and
said, “Yes, Vinesh's appeal has been dis-
missed. The orderisvery brief andnore-
ason has been provided. CAS hasn't co-
me up with a detailed order. We will now
look intothe options available and explo-
re the next course of action.”

Indian Olympic Association (I0A)
president PT Usha expressed “shock and
disappointment” at the turn of events.
The association said it will stand by Vi-
nesh in her tough times. In an official re-
lease, [OA also informed that it is explo-

r 1 “The judgment was signed by CAS's

Bengaluru: Startinganew chapterin
his coaching career, former India pa-
cer Dodda Ganesh on Wednesday took
over as the head coach of the Kenyan
cricket team in Nairobi.

Having signed on the dotted line on
Tuesday, the 51-vear-old — in his mai-
den role as a head coach of a national
team — took over the team with scree-
ning of players. A seasoned warhorse
onthedomestic circuit, Ganesh hasin
the past worked with the Rwanda and

( MOURINHO'S FENERBAHCE FAIL TO REACH
| CHAMPIONS LEAGUE AFTER LOSS TO LILLE

It doesn’t make sense We are

to add to Virat and ~ thinking of

TSP i hiring a mental
them to play domestic cricket. coach. However, it's
Our players play the most. We not necessary that
must treat our players we'll hire foreigners.

ly and not treat them If we don't find the
like servants. None of the top experts from here,
players in England and Australia  IBAGGAULE B
play domestic cricket.” from abroad.

‘NEW NCA WILL BE
OPEN FOR OLYMPIC
SPORTSPERSONS TOO’

What is the fitness status of Shami and Mayank Yadav?
Your gquestion about Shami is right, but I cannot give
vou any answer on Mayank Yadav as there is no
cguarantee whether he will be in the team or not. But
he is potentially a good fast bowler, and we are look-
ing after him. He is currently in the NCA. Shami
will be there because he is experienced, and we need
him in Australia.

There was so much talk about the impact player rule in IPL.
Some franchises did not like it. The Indian captain also
voiced his displeasure as he felt it was stopping the
development of allrounders. Your take.

We had a long chat with the franchise owners in the
recent meeting we had. The impact plaver rule has
its pros and cons. The negative is that it makes the
allrounder’s role redundant. The positive is it creates
a spot for an Indian player to showcase his talent.
We should also think about the broadcaster, who is
paving a lot of money, But as an administrator for
me, the game is bigger, We will decide in a few davs.

There is a lot of talk surrounding player retentions and the
need for mega auctions.
We have heard evervone out. Now, the decision rests
on us. We must take the majority view on it. But even
the minority view is important. The teams that are
settled do not want a mega auction. Those franchis-
es that have an unsettled team, want a mega auction.
As a cricket fan, | feel consistency is important,
but shuffling things up makes it interesting and
helps in growing the game.

Can you shed more light on the new NCA? 24 years after the
idea of having an NCA was first formulated, finally Indian
cricket now has its own high-performance centre,

When I took over as BCCI secretary in Sept 2019,
immediately within three to four months, there was
the Covid-19 pandemic. All our focus was on how to
host the IPL and some domestic cricket. For two
vears, BCCI office was almost shut. Once we got the
second term, we decided that we must take this for-
ward. This was about developing facilities in North-
East. And the NCA, I had laid the foundation stone
in 2022 in Bengaluru. In 2008, we had procured land,
but no work was done. I don’t know why my prede-
cessors didn't do anything.

Tell us about facilities being developed in the North-East...
They have been given full membership of the Board.
They are an integral part of the country and getting
opportunities is their right, and giving it is the
Board's duty, Creating facilities in the North-East
was in my mind for a long time. The moment the
bonding between the local associations there and
BCCI improved, we started work.

-

TOUGH LUCK: Vinesh Phogat

TIMES SPORT

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 2024

'SHORT MEMORY’ THE KEY TO SUCCESS,
SAYS TENNIS STAR ARYNA SABALENKA

No domestic cricketer

has requested me for

a rise in pay. We've
already increased their pay a lot,
by 100%. They should focus on

cricket, and not match fees.
Money is a byproduct. If Iwas a
player, | would've thought about
playing for India and earning a
BCCI contract.”

100%, there should be touring fees

for financially weak teams.lama

member of the F&CA (ICC Finance

and Commercial Affairs
Committee) and have suggested that there
should be a dedicated fund for Tests, be it five
million, 10 million or higher. It is expensive to
host teams for five-day matches.”

They are also more than happy. Earlier, they
would get Rs 5 crore to run cricket, today they get
Rs 20 crore to host matches,

Let's talk about the women's game. We have seen two
editions of the Women’s Premier League now. Is there
scope to increase the number of teams from five?

When we started the WPL, someone told me that we
don’t have the bench strength and asked how the
league will suceeed. But the moment we got five
teams, they managed to find good combinations. The
moment we are confident that more teams should
be added to the league, we will do so. As of now even
the window allows for a five-team tournament and
a women's FTP is in place,

Can we expect a Test Championship for women too?

It's possible only when all teams begin plaving Test
cricket. A WTC for women will not be possible if
they play a one-off Test or a two-Test series. But yes,
we will try it in the future. As of now we have India,
England, Australia, and South Africa playving Tests.
New Zealand women have recently begun playing
Tests. We can move forward once teams like West
Indies and Zimbabwe begin playing Tests.

Recently, West Indies Cricket Board CEO Johnny Grave
suggested that teams that are financially weaker should
get touring fees to play Test cricket. Your views.

100% , there should be touring fees. [ am a member
of the F&CA (ICC Finance and Commercial Affairs
Committee) and have suggested that there should
be a dedicated fund for Tests, whether five million,
10 million or higher: It is expensive to host teams for
five-day matches, so we are preparing for it. If the

CAS dismisses Vinesh’s appeal

A “The TOA firmly believes that the total
disqualification of an athlete for such a
weight infraction on the second of two da-
vs warrants a deeper examination. Our le-

case is properly heard.

Nigerian national teams.

Speaking to TOI about the new ro-
le, Ganesh said: “I'm excited and rea-
dy for the challenge. With the ICC divi-
sionchallenger league next month fol-
lowed by the T20 World Cup Africa qu-
alifiers in October, it is going to be a

raceagainst time.”

ring legal options so that the wrestler's

“The operative part of the Aug 14 deci-
sion has significant implications for her
inparticular and the sporting community
at large. The marginal discrepancy of a
100 grams and the resultant consequences
has profound impact, not only in terms of
Vinesh's career but also raises serious qu-
estions about ambiguous rules and their
interpretation,” IOA's statement read.

Ganesh, who has coached at the
KSCA Academy and the state teams
like Manipur and Goa, has been handed
a one-yvear contract with former ho-
megrown internationals Joseph Anga-
raand Lameck Onyango assisting him.

suring that Vinesh's case is heard.”

Vinesh, who stormed into the final of
the 50kg division with three wins, was de-
barred from competing in her gold medal
bout against Sarah Hildebrandt of the
USA as she was found 100gm above the
prescribed limit in the morning weigh-in.
The silver was awarded to Cuban Yusney-
lis Guzman Lopez, who lost to Vinesh in
the semis but was later allowed to play the
final following Vinesh’s disqualification.

Karachi: Pakistan’s most cap-
ped umpire, Aleem Dar has sha-
red the saddest moment of his li-
fe when the death of his seven-
month old daughter was kept a
secret from him by his wife and
family members in the early sta-
gesof hisInternational careerin
2003,

The 56-yvear-old recounted on
a Pakistani channel that his wife
and his family didn’t tell him
about the death of his infant
daughter while he was umpiring
in the 2003 World Cup.

“It was the start of my career
asa ICC panel umpire and it was

gal representatives had duly brought this
out in their submissions before the sole ar-
bitrator The matter involving Vinesh
highlights the stringent and, arguably, in-
humane regulations that fail to account
for the physiological and psvchological
siresses athletes, particularly female ath-
letes, undergo. In light of the order of the
CAS, the JOA continues tostand in full sup-
portof Ms Phogat and is exploring further
legal options. The IOA is committed to en-

ni umpire said eventually when
he learnt about his daughter’s de-
mise 1t was the most sad moment
of hislife and he was hurt badly,

burg where a PaKkistani man
who belonged to my hometown
Si1alkot came to offer his condo-

board agrees, we are ready to do that.

Can we see pink-ball Tests in the forthcoming season? India
last hosted one in March 2022.

No, there are no provisions. Pink-ball Tests get over
within two days in India. As aresult, spectators lose
money, broadeasters lose money. We need to look at
sentiments also. As a fan, vou go to a cricket match
and buy a ticket for five days, but the game gets over
within two-three days. There is no refund. So, I am
slightly emotional in this case.

But we have seen two-day Tests with the red ball too.
That's not happing today. If the opposing team plays
badly, what can I do? If our bovs are playing well, 1
can’t tell them to let the game last longer.

Do you think there are double standards when it comes to
views on pitches when India win?

There are double standards in only one way. When
India plays well the pitches are bad but when India
plays badly, the pitches are good.

Has India's bowling coach been appointed?

The bowling coach has been appointed. We have
declared Morne Morkel as the bowling coach. He
will be joining on 1st Sept.

The last two WTC finals have seen India's preparations a bit
compromised because the team lands barely a week after
the IPL ends and doesn't get time to acclimatise. Would you
consider shortening the IPL if India qualify this year?

The team didn’t reach late for previous WTC finals.
We had no choice. From now on, we will be having
a 15-day gap between the end of IPL and the WTC
final. But we should also appreciate the fact that we
have qualified for the final twice.

How will you reintegrate Ishan Kishan?
He will have to follow the rules. He will have to play
domestic cricket.

Why did you feel the need to ask international stars to play

in domestic cricket?

We have been little strict. When Ravindra Jadeja had
ot injured, | was the one who called him and asked
him to play a domestic game. It's certain now, who-
ever gets injured and goes out, can only come into
the Indian team after proving his fitness in domestic
cricket. But it doesn’'t make sense to add to Viratand
Rohit’s load by asking them to play domestic cricket,
Thev run the risk of getting injured. You also need
to look at England and Australia. None of their top
players play domestic cricket. We must treat our
players respectfully and not treat them like servants.

IOA exploring legal options after = No Virat, Rohit; Pant’s red-ball

Sanpay Hadkar

If vou leck at the Duleep Trophy squad, apart from
Rohit and Virat, the rest are going to play, It's because
of the harsh steps | have taken, Shreyas Iyver and
Ishan Kishan are playing Duleep Trophw

Is it ok to expect one coach to be with the team for every
series? India plays non-stop cricket.

We have good bench strength of coaches. When Ra-
hul bhai was the coach and he wanted to rest, VVS
Laxman would go as the coach. India is the only team
that travels everywhere. The benefit we get from that
is that our relations with other boards get stronger
and the economy of the other country improves be-
cause of India. That's why we get 40 % share (in
revenues from the ICC) but in turn, the other coun-
tries, too earn.

Has BCCI thought of having different coaches for different
formats like England and Pakistan?

It depends on the coach we have picked. Gautam
Gambhir was interested in all three formats, then
who Iam to tell him that I am going to pick you only
for this format. If vou look at the makeup of the Test,
T20 and ODI sides, 70 % of the team is more less the
same. Shubman Gill, Rishabh Pant, Axar Patel, Jade-
ja...pre T20 WC, we had Rohit and Virat. How will
the players bond with different coaches?

Teams have issues with 10am starts in the Syed Mushtag
Ali T20 tournament, purely because the ball moves around
early in the morning, which makes it tough for batters to
score guickly and make a case for IPL selection.

The scheduling is difficult because we've to organize
a number of matches. What we kept in mind is that
whether it's a weak or strong team, all will get morn-
ing and evening matches and similar playing condi-
tions in the tournament. However, what happened
in the last season due to (bad) weather (many match-
es were severely curtailed due to bad weather), the
game suffered, we have kept that factor in mind. We
will schedule Ranji Trophy matches in the North
Zone after the winter; and in the East and West Zone,
we will schedule the matches before winter:

Is VVS Laxman quitting his post as NCA chairman?
His contract ends in Sept. But he will continue.

The merger of Viacom and Disney does prompt fears of all
the telecast rights being hogged by one organisation.

No views. Just see the bilateral rights and how much
they went for. Sony gave a tough fight to Reliance,
We were the only board that got incremental value
for bilaterals compared to last time. Instead of ru-
pees 6000 crore, we generated 6700 crore. We will
always have competition for cricket rights here. ®

comeback through Duleep

New Delhi: Senior stars including skipper
Rohit Sharma, premier batter Virat Kohli,
pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah and leading
spinner KB Ashwin received exemptions as
the national selectors struck a fine balance
between domestic performers and potential
talent while picking up four squads for the
Duleep Trophy starting September 5
Bengaluru. The tournament will feature in-
ternational stars such as Shubman Gill, Yas-
hasvi Jaiswal, leading all-rounders Ravind-
ra Jadeja, Axar Patel, wrist spinner Kuldeep

Yadav and pacer Mohammed Siraj.

others have confirmed slot in the team.

ving priority tocash-rich IPL.

a very important assignment for
my career and they knew if Ica-
me to know about myv daughter’'s
demise, I would return home im-
mediately,” Dar said on the show.

The highly-regarded Pakista-

“Iwaskeptinthe dark for ne-

arly a month after her passing Y
L L}

away and I only came to know En:ir:l!fﬂ

about it by chance in Johannes- -

A

T20 captain Suryakumar Yadav, who had
playved one Test against Australia in 2023 has
also been picked. Apart from Suryva. the

Wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant, who was part
of India's T20 World Cup winning team, will al-
50 be featuring in the tournament, making it
hisfirst red-ball assignment after coming back
from that horrific car accident in 2022. Also
back in business will be another left-handed
keeper Ishan Kishan, who was removed from
BCCI's central contracts list after he skipped
the Ranji Trophy tournament last season gi-

in

BACK IN LONGEST FORMAT: Rishabh Pant

Sarfaraz Khan and Dhruv Jurel, both of
whom plaved vitalrolein India’s home series
winagainst England arealso in the mix. Kee-
pers Aryan Juyal and Abhishek Porel are al-
sopartof the various squads.

India players were supposed to play only
one match and hence Kohli, Rohit, Bumrah
and Ashwin were given exemptions. They had
thechoice toopt out. Suryvakumaris part of Te-
am C, led by Ruturaj Gaikwad, which also has
two exciting young pacers - Anshul Khambaoj
and Himanshu Chauhan, who would be under
the scanner of the selector. emi

Dodda Ganesh appointed = ‘Family hid daughter’s death during 2003 WC’
coach of Kenyan team

Manuja.Veerappa@timesofindia.com

ety Images

lencestome.

“It was a big shock to me at
that time and [ immediately in-
formed the ICC and returned ho-
me,” Dar said.

The umpire said the moment
he learnt about his daughter he
called up his wife and she started
crying over the phone,

“I came to know later that my
father had strictly told the media
friends to not print the story,” he
added.

‘ Dar stood in 145 Tests, 231

i IU

ODIs and 72 T20 Internationals

SAD MOMENT: Aleem Dar

ina career spanning from 2000 to
2023. Pmi




CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

HONOURING EVERY HE

THIS INDEPENDENCE DAY, WE SALUTE THE SPIRIT OF A NA

SACRIFICE AND COURAGE. AS WE HONOUR THE F

FREEDOM, WE PLEDGE TO MOVE FORWARD TOGET}
TOWARDS A VIKSIT BHARAT.

INDEPENDENCE
DAY.
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AM THE PURPOSE
THAT EMERGED WITH
INDIAS INDEPENDENCE.

TO BE A FORCE FOR BUSINESS
THAT MAKES DOING GOOD,
OUR BUSINESS.

TO THINK BIG
AND ACHIEVE BIGGER.

~ [O TAKE INDIA TO THE WORLD,
-~ AND THE WORLD TO INDIA.

BECAUSE INDEPENDENCE
IS NOT A MOMENT IN HISTORY,
IT IS A PATH TO PROSPERITY.
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Genocide plaint against
Hasina in crlmes trlbunal

i

Ex-PM’s 2 Aides,
Arrested In Murder
Case, To Stay In
Custody For 10 Days

AKM Moinuddin

Dhaka: A father who lost his
schoolboy son in police firing
on Aug 5 moved Bangladesh's
International Crimes Tribu-
nal (ICT) against ex-PM She-
ikh Hasina and 8 others Wedn-
esday accusingthemof crimes
against humanity and genoci-
de between July 15 and the day
Class 9 student Alif Ahmed Si-
am was fatally wounded.
supreme Court lawver Ga-
zi MH Tanim filed the compla-
int around 1.30pm on behalf of
Bulbul Kabir, the bereaved fat-
her. Alif died on Aug7, two da-
vsafter he wasshot by police at
Savar in Dhaka district.
Besides Hasina, the comp-
laint names former cabinet mi-
nisters Obaidul Quader and
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal; ex-
state ministers Zunaid Ahmed
Palak and Mohammad All Ara-
fat; former IGP Chowdhury Ab-
dullah Al Mamun; erstwhile
detective branch chief Harun
Or Rashid; ex-Dhaka Metropo-
litan police commissioner Ha-
bibur Rahman; ex-RAB direc-
tor general Harun Ar Rashid.
ICT came into being after
Bangladesh parliament bro-
ught the International Cri-
mes (Tribunals) Act, 1973, pro-
viding for the detention, pro-
secution and punishment of
people responsible for genoci-
de, crimes against humanity,
and war crimes under inter-

Salman F Rahman, an adviser to
ex-PM Sheikh Hasina, appears at a
Dhaka court on Wednesday

After murder charge, an
enforced disappearance
case against Hasina

case of enforced disappear-

ance was filed Wednesday
against ex-PM Sheikh Hasina
and several others, including
former ministers of her cabinet,
onthe charge of kidnapping a la-
wyerin 2015. The caseis the se-
cond to befiled against Hasina
since she resigned. The victim of
the forced disappearance, SC
lawyer Sohel Rana filed the case
application, the Daily Star
reported. On Tuesday, amurder
case was lodged against Hasina
over the death of a grocery shop
owner during protests. rm

national law. The tribunal has
the power to trv and punish
any individual or groups of
individuals or organisations
embroiled in such acts.

Meanwhile, Hasina's ex-
law minister Anisul Hugq and
adviser Salman F Rahman,
both arrested in a murder case,
were produced in court Wed-
nesday and remanded in custo-
dy for 10 days. The murder case
was filed after a shop employee
was Killed in a clash on July 16
during protests. A separate ca-
se was filed over a student’s de-
ath in thesame clash.

Cricketer and an MP
in Hasina regime is
allowed to play in Pak

usted Bangladeshilawma-

ker and cricketer Shakib Al
Hasan was given permissionon
Wednesday to
remainwiththe [}
national sidein
Pakistan by the
interim govt le-
aders. Shakib,a
former Banglad-
esh captain, took officein Janas
alawmaker for ex-PM Hasina's
Awami League party after elect-
ions, He lostthat job last week
when parliament was dissolved.
One of the student leaders,
26-year-old Asif Mahmud, who
is now the de facto sports mini-
ster, granted Shakib permission
to remain with the team despite
his ties to Hasina and the Awami
League. Shakib, 37, was seentr-
aining at the Gaddafi Cricket 5t-
adium in Lahore Wednesday. are

Awami League to mark
Mujibur’s death anniv
today, students on alert

tudent leaders Wednesday

vowed to resist any potential
“chaos” by Awami League act-
ivists after the interim govt can-
celled the Aug 15 holiday marki-
ng the assassination of the cou-
ntry's founder Mujibur Rahman,
also Sheikh Hasina's father. “We
will remain on the streets,” said
Sarjis Alam of Anti-Discrimin-
ation Student Movement. Ina
statement posted by US-based
son SajeebWazed Joyon X,
Hasina urged Bangladeshis to
observe the day peacefully. pri

Hamas to stay
. out of Gaza truce
talks, may meet
mediators later :

Cairo: Hamas said Wednesd-
ay it would not take part in a
new round of Gaza ceasefire
talks slated for Thursday in
Gatar. but an official briefed
on thetalkssaid mediatorsex-
pected to consult with the Pa-
lestinian group afterwards.
The US has said it expects
indirect talks to go ahead as
planned in Qatar’s capital Do-
ha on Thursday, and that a ce-
asefire deal was still possible.
However, Axios reported that
US secretary of state Antony
Blinken has postponed a trip
tothe West Asia that had been
expected to begin on Tuesday,
Three senior Iranian offi-
cials have said that only a cea-
sefiredeal in Gaza would hold
Iran back from direct retalia-
tion against Israel for the as-
gassination of Hamas chief
Ismail Haniyeh on its soil last
month. Hamas has blamed Is-
rael for stalling negotiations,
while Israeli PM Netanvahu
says Hamas' top militant Ya-
hva Sinwar has been the ma-
inobstacle to sealing a deal.

US approves $20bnin
weapons salestoisrael
The US has approved $20
billion in arms sales to Israel,
including over 50 F-15 fighter
jets, advanced medium range
air-to-air missiles and 120mm
tank ammunition. It comes at
a time of concern that Israel
may become involved in a wi-
der West Asia war However,
the arms are not expected to
get to Israel anvtime soon, th-
ey are contracts that will take
vears tofulfill. The Biden govt
has had to balance its support
for Israel with growing con-
cern among public over ci-
vilian deaths in Gaza. acencies

Ukraine’s taken more ground, POWs in Russia: Zelensky

Moscow/Kyiv: Ukraine said
on Wednesday its forces had
advanced further into Russi-
a's Kursk region in the big-
gest foreign incursion into
Russia since WWII, posing a
dilemma for Prez Putin ac-
cording to US Prez Joe Biden.

Thousands of Ukrainian
troops rammed through the
Russian border in the early
hours of Aug 6 into Russia’s
western Kursk region in
what Putin called a major
provocation. Ukraine has
carved out a slice of the Rus-
sian border region of Kursk.

2 Russian border region declares emergency

ussia's Belgorod border region declared an emergency Wednes-

day under heavy shelling by Ukrainian forces that are pressing a
major cross-border incursion into the adjacent Kursk region. Belgor-
od governor Vyacheslav Gladkov described the situation there as
“extremely difficult and tense” as the attacks destroyed homes and
caused civilian casualties, unnerving local people. Children in parti-
cular are being moved to safety, he said on his Telegram channel,
adding that about 5,000 children are in camps in safe areas. He said
the previous day that around 11,000 people had fled their homes,
with about 1,000 staying in temporary accommodation centres. ap

Ukrainian Prez Zelensky From one to two kilometres in
wrote in a statement on Tele- variousareassince thestartof
oram, “We continue to advan- theday And more than 100 Rus-
ce further in the Kursk region.  sian prisoners of war in the

same period.” The comman-
der of the Ukrainian military
General Oleksandr Syrskyi
claimed that the Ukrainian for-
ces have advanced into 1,000 sq
km of the Kursk region.
Russia's defence ministry
said 117 Ukrainian drones had
been shot down within its ter-
ritory overnight, mostly in the
Eursk, Voronezh, Belgorod
and Nizhny Novgorod regions-
The Ukrainian drone attack
included strikes on four Russi-
an military airfields in an at-
tempt to undermine Russia’s
ability to attack. acencies

Trump’s attacks on Kamala fuel fear he is
setting stage for chaos in case of Nov loss

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tun

Washington: Concern is gro-
wing in US political circles that
Donald Trump is laying the
groundwork for rejecting elec-
tion results if he loses in Nov.
The ex-prez's constant eff-
orts to delegitimise his rival
Kamala Harris by alleging she
and her associates staged a “co-
up” against Prez Biden, exag-
gerated charges of voter fraud
and illegal voting, spurious ac-
cusations of “election interfer-
ence” by his rival using Al and
hisown lack of enthusiasmand
discipline in campailgning are
among reasons political analy-
sts both on Democratic and Re-
publican side are fearing a cat-
astrophic meltdown on Nov 5if
the results are not in his favour.
With polls showing Harris
surging ahead in battleground
states, inching forward in the
so-called sun belt, and even cat-
chingup in Republican-leaning
states such as Florida, there is
palpable panic in the GOP. Am-
id talk that Trump should repl-
ace running mate JD Vance —
which some Republicans are
now saying was a choice made
in haste—oreven retire himse-
If tosave the party, there 1s now
public remonstration that the
campaign in going off the rails.
“I want this campaign to
win, but the campaign is not go-
nna win talking about crowd si-
zes, it's not gonna win talking
about what race Kamala Harris

Constitutional court
dismisses Thai PM, 4*
such removal in 16 yrs
Bangkok: Thailand's constitu-
tional court Wednesday dis-
missed PM Srettha Thavisin
and ruled he “grossly” violated
ethics by appointing a minister
whowasonce jailed. Real estate
tycoon Srettha is the fourth pre-
mier in 16 vears to be removed
in verdicts by the same court.

The ruling comes a week af-
fer the same court dissolved the
main opposition Move Forward
Party and banned its former le-
ader from politics for 10 yvears.

Srettha, 62, leaves office af-
ter less than a year, the third PM
from Pheu Thai party to be re-
moved. I am saddened to leave
asa PM whowas found to beun-
ethical. (But) [ performed my
duties with integrity,” he said.
Parliament will meet Friday to
vote ona replacement. AGencies

E’

Trump's accusation that Harris
staged a ‘coup’ against Prez Biden,
charges of voter fraud, and claims
of Al-driven election interference
are among the reasons political
analysts fear a meltdown on Nov 5
if the results are not in his favour

is, and if’s not gonna win talki-
ng about whether she's dumb...
American people are smart,”
Nikki Haley, who challenged
Trump for the party nominati-
on and endorsed him after faili-
ng towin it, told Fox News, even
berating the network for echo-
ing the ex-prez’s falsehoods.
Some political stalwarts are
saying Trump is simply firebo-
mbing the campaign because
he's setting the stage for claim-
ing a stolen election if he loses.
“People need to start thinking
more now about how to deny
Trump the ability;, the day after
the election, if he loses, to try
and throw the process into cha-
os again,” Trump former NSA
John Bolton, one of over 40 Tr-
ump White House aides who th-
ink he isavapid, clueless candi-

Harris campaign was
target of ‘foreign hack’

Kamala Harris' prez campaiagn
said it was notified by the FBI
last month that it was “targeted
by a foreign actor influence oper-
ation”, a campaign official said
Tuesday. “We have robust cyber-
security measures in place, and
are not aware of any security br-
eaches resulting from those eff-
orts,” the official said. The FBI did
not comment. The bureau said
Monday that it was investigating
after Trump's campaign said that
it had been hacked. The ex-prez's
team blamed Iran. reutens

datewhoshould not be anywhe-
re near the presidency, said.
While many critics are now
starting to question Trump's
own mental acuity, some are
warningitisaset-uptosteal the
election. “Donald Trump may
be crazy, but he's not stupid...
there 1s a method to his madn-
ess,” the liberal senator Bernie
Sanders warned. “If you can
convince your supporters that
thousands of people who atten-
ded a televised rally do not ex-
ist, it will not be hard to convin-
ce them that the election re-
turns in Pennsyvlvania, Michi-
gan, and elsewhere are ‘fake’.”
Political mavens are alrea-
dy zeroing in on Georgia as the
most likely battleground where
the stolen election scenario will
play out. Trump Republicans

Kamala edges Trump on
honesty, discipline: Poll

Vice-prez KamalaHarris hasa
perceived advantage over
ex-prez Donald Trump on several
leadership qualities such as ho-
nesty, a poll from AP-NMORC finds,
although Americans are slightly
more likely to trust Trump on the
economy and immigration. Nea-
rly half of Americans say “comm-
itted to democracy™ and “discipl-
ined” are attributes that better
describe Harris. About 3 in 10 say
these qualities better describe
Trump. About 24% say that “hon-
est” better describes Trump. ar

are reported to have put in pla-
ce MAGA operatives in county
election boards who will refuse
to certify the elections if he lo-
ses, throwing the matter to co-
urts. Similar ground-level poli-
tical skirmishes are taking pla-
ce in Pennsylvania, where Re-
publicans claim they are winn-
ing after running up huge leads
from the hinterland, before tho-
seleads are erased by Democra-
tic votes from Philadelphia and
Pittsburgh, the two key cities.
At this point, they are likely to
erupt with charges of voter fra-
ud— justas they did in 2020.

In fact, Trump himself has
maintained that he cannot lose
any “honest election”. An-
alysts say Harris needs to win
decisively by a margin large
enough to forestall any doubts.

Kishida to step down as PM next month

Public Ire Over Political Scandals & Rising Living Costs Behind Move

Tokyo: Japan PM Fumio Kis-
hidasaid Wednesday he would
step down next month, suc-
cumbing topublicdisaffection
over political scandals and ri-
sing living costs that marred

his three-year term, and set-
ting off a scramble to
replace him.

“Politics  cannot
function without pub-
lic trust,” he told a
press conference to re-
veal his decision not to
seek re-election as the leader
of theruling Liberal Democra-
tic Party (LDP). “I made this
heavy decision thinkingof the
public, with the strong will to
push political reform for-
ward.” The LDP will hold a
contest in Sept to replace him
as party president, and, by ex-

tension, as prime minister:

Kishida's ratings dipped
after he took office in 2021 follo-
wing revelations about the
LDFP’s ties to the controversial
Unification Church. His popu-
larity took another hit when a
slush fund of unrecor-
ded political donations
made at LDP fundrai-
sing events came to
light. Healsofaced pub-
lic discontent as wages
falled to keep pace with
rising living costs.

His successor as LDP lea-
der will face the task of resto-
ring the public’s confidence in
the party and tackle the rising
cost of living, escalating geo-
political tensions with China,
and the potential return of Do-
nald Trump as US president.

Through his stint, Kishida
broke from previous economic
policy by eschewing corporate
profit-driven trickledown eco-
nomics to set his sights on bo-
osting household income, in-
cluding wage hikes and pro-
moting share ownership. His
premiership was also marked
by a changing security envi-
ronment that spurred Japan to
revisit its traditionally paci-
fist policy He unveiled Japan’s
higgest military buildup since
WWII with a commitment to
double defence spending.

Potential contenders to su-
ceeed as PM include ex-defence
minister Shigeru Ishiba, fore-
izn minister Yoko Kamikawa,
digital minister Taro Kono,
and former environment min-
ister Shinjiro Kolzumi. reuters
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Didi’s warning
to parties: Don’t
play politics
over doc’s case

p Continued from P1

amata Banerjee said
\/l she is “relieved” that

Calcutta HC has asked
CEI to probe the rape-murder
case in RG Kar Medical Col-
lege and Hospital. Banerjee
said CBIshould ensure the cul-
prit gets the death penalty, and
innocents are not punished. In
a public appeal to agitating
doctors, the CM said she 1s
ready to “plead” with them
and “touch their feet”, urging
them to return to work,

Claimingthatthestatehad
acted swiftly, Banerjee said,
“Police escorted the body of
the victim. DNA samples were
taken and tested, CCTV foot-
age studied... everything was
carried out within 12 hours
and the accused was arrested.
Thirty-four people were al-
ready summoned by police
and more people were on the
list, but HC intervened and
transferred the case to CBL”
shesaid, adding she wanted to
fix responsibilities within the
administration.

“Following a probe by the
health department within 48
hours, I transferred everyone.
People have to understand
that I cannot act without evi-
dence,” Banerjee said, adding
noone had the right to defame
Bengal and warned political
parties not to play politics
over this “unfortunate and
shocking death”. She was re-
acting to Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi’sclaim that the hospi-
tal and local administration
iried toshield the accused.

Rahul wondered that “the
way the laversof thecrueland
inhuman act against the ju-
nior doctor are being re-
vealed”, how would parents
send their daughters for stud-
ies if doctors are not safeina
place like a medical college?

“Why are even the strict
laws framed after the Nirb-
hava case unsuccessful in pre-
venting such crimes? Every
party, every section of society
will have to hold serious dis-
cussions and take concrete
steps on the continuously in
creasing incidents against
women,” Rahul said.

Windfall For
J'khand, MP,
Odisha, K'taka,
Raj, C'garh, AP

. pContinued from P1

Mehta had told the court
/ that retrospective appli-
cation of the July 25 judg-
ment would require payment
of arrearsforthelast 33 years
(since 1991). This would have
a huge financial implication
that could adversely impact
the country’s economy, he
had argued. “Increased cost
of minerals will lead to spi-
ralling prices of essential
products, from needles to
healtheare equipment, dent-
ing the economy and give a
northward push to infla-
tion,” Mehta had said.

The argument, however,
did not fly with the court as it
asked for retrospective appli-
cation of the landmark order,
although the waiver of penal-

gniicitm' general Tushar

India’s 1st lithium mines to open in C'garh

ndiais set to open its first lithium mines in Katghora region of

Korba district of Chhattisgarh following confirmation of
‘significant deposits’ of the metal by Geological Survey of India
(GS1), reports Rashmi Drolia. This region is around 200km from
Raipur. Inaworld increasingly powered by batteries, lithium
can be one of the most valuable finds for a country.

GS! has reported lithium concentrations of 10to 2,000 parts
per million (PPM} ona 250-hectare stretch in Katghora, with
potential for even higher content. The decision to open lithium
mines was announced at a meeting of National Mineral
Exploration Trust (NMET) in New Delhi on Monday.

tyv and interest and the stag-
gered implementation of ar-
rears would help soften the
blow somewhat for PSUs and
private companies.

The financial implication
for public sector undertak-
ings, without interest, is esti-
mated to be s 70,000 crore. If
the dues from private sector
industries are included, the
total arrears from 2005 are es-
tfimated to be around Rs 1.5
lakh crore. Mineral-rich
states which would benefit
hugely are Jharkhand, Od-
isha, Chhattisgarh. Madhva
Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh and Rajasthan,

Aunthoring the judgment,
a clarificatory addenda to

the July 25 wverdict, CJl
Chandrachud said since SC
in West Bengal vs Kesoram
Industries in 2004 had ruled
in favour of the state, it was
inclined to order collection
of arrears from April 1, 2005.
“Whilestatesmay levy orre-
new demand of tax, the de-
mand of tax shall not oper-
ate on ftransactions made
priorto Aprill, 2005," it said.

Allowing PSUs and pri-
vate entities some time to
assessfinancesforstaggered
pavment of arrears, SC said,
“The time for pavment of the
demand of tax shall be stag-
gered In instalments over a
period of 12 years commenc:
ing from April 1, 2026.”

Minerals order to cost PSUs,
private firms 1.5 lakh crore

The bench acknowledged
the huge financial burden
that would be cast on PSUs
and private entities but ac-
cepted senior advocate Ra-
kesh Dwivedi's arguments to
rule in favour of states, say-
ing their legitimate levies
could not be denied to them.

However, on the SG's ar-
cument that some states like
Madhyva Pradesh had decid-
ed not to seek arrears, the
bench said, “It is the prerog-
ative of state legislatures to
determine whether to fore-
o the dues for the period be-
foreJuly 25, 2024.”

SC added, “The total
amount, that is the principal
plus the interest, due by the
assessees in the pending mat-
ters may be substantial in
comparison to their total net
worth. Steel Authority of In-
dia Ltd has stated in an affida-
vit that retrospective applica-
tion of the July 25 judgment
will lead torevival of cumula-
tive demands to the tune of
approximately Es 3,000 crore
from different states. The de-
lay in court proceedings
should not be to the detri-
ment of the assessees.”
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'he President quoted B
| R Ambedkar, the ar-
chitect of the Indian
Constitution, emphasising
that “political democracy
cannot last unless there lies
at the base of it social de-
mocracy’ and said steady
progress of political democ-
racy testifies to the progress
made towards the consolida-
tion of social democracy.
Murmu went on to list
out measures taken to deliv-
er on the social justice agen-
da. “Pradhan Mantri Sama-
jik Utthan evam Rozgar Ad-
harit Jankalyvan (PM-SU-
RAJ) for example, aims to
provide direct financial as-
sistance to the people from
the marginalised communi-

ties,” she said.

In her address, the Presi-
dent also acknowledged the
observance of Vibhajan
Vibhishika Smriti Diwas
(Partition Horrors Remem-
brance Day), reflecting on
the human tragedy of parti-
tion, which resulted in im-

PREZ ADDRESS

mense suffering and loss of
life. “As we prepare to cele-
brateour Independence Day,
we must remember the un-
paralleled ftragedy and
stand in solidarity with
those families affected,” she
concluded

Murmu also stressed on
gender justice and climate
justice. “Inour society, wom-
en are considered not only

equal, but even more than
equal. However, they have
alsosuffered from tradition-
al prejudices. But I am glad
to note that govt has given
equal importance to wom-
en's welfare and women's
empowerment. The budget
allocation for this purpose
has more than tripled in the
last decade,” Murmu said.
She cited the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyvam, the law
that seeks to make way for
reservation for women in
Parliament and assemblies
fo assert that it is “aimed at
ensuring real empowerment
of women”. “Speaking of
justice, let me also mention
that in adopting the Bharati-
va Nyaya Sanhita from July
this year, we have removed
one more relic of the coloni-

Murmu stresses gender justice, climate change

al era. The new code is ori-
ented towards ensuring jus-
tice for the victims of crime
instead of focusing on puni-
shment alone. I see this
change as a tribute to free-
dom fighters,” she said.

Speaking about 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, Prez Mur-
mu while highlighting that
the number of eligible voters
stood at nearly 97 crore said
that “this was a historic re-
cord, making it the largest
electoral exercise human-
kind has ever witnessed"”.
She congratulated Election
Commission for “smooth
and flawless conduct of
such a gigantic event”. *In-
dia’s successful conduct of
elections strengthens demo-
cratic foreces around the
world,” she added.

NewED chiefdid  Agsar ultras may be
- same ones who fled
Udhampur gunfight

BTech, MTech
from lIT-K,
MBA from Aus

p Continued from P1

Wednesday, Appoint-
ments Committee of the
Cabinet approved Rahul Na-
vin's appointment as “direc-
tor of enforcement in ED for
a period of two vears”,
Navin, who has been with
the agency since 2019, is con-
sidered an expert in interna-
tional taxation, Foreign Ex-
change Management Act and
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act. During his tenure
with ED, he has been involved
in supervision of all high-pro-
file investigations. Before tak-
ing over as acting chief of the
agency, he held the charge of
vigilance and administration.
Heholds BTech and MTech de-
grees from IIT Kanpur and an
MBA from Swinburne Univer-
sity of Technology in Mel-
bourne. With his appoint-
ment, Navin getsafixed tenure
of two years, in addition to the
possibility of an extension of
service thrice, as per the modi-
fied rules, one year at a time.
ED has been in the eye of
controversy for arresting se-
nior politicians, including sit-
ting CMs . It has lately drawn
attention for a different rea-
son: restitution of properties
tovictims of financial crimes.

In a notification issued on

Isro’s SSLV to
launch satellite
tomorrow

New Delhi: Isro will use its
newly-developed small satel-
lite launch vehicle SSLV-D3 to
launch Earth Observation Sat-
ellite-8 (EQS-8) a day after Inde-
pendence Day, reports Sure-
ndra Singh. The liftofT is on
“Aug 16 in a launch window of
one hour starting at 09:17 Hrs
(IST)", Isro posted on X.

This will be SSLV’s third
and final development flight
from Sriharikota. “It com-
pletes SSLV development pro-
ject and enables operational
missions by Indian industry
and NSIL,” Isro stated.

p Continued from P1

nAmerican M4 carbine
A with an infrared ther

mal scope, an AK-se-
ries assault rifle, grenades,
and ammunition were also
recovered. Thermal scopes
detect heat signatures emit-
ted by people, allowing them
to function equally well dur-
ing theday or night.

“Warlike stores have
been found. Bloodstains on
the grass and rocks were
seen at the site, indicating
wounds,” an official said.
“Firing continues. Oper-
ation isongoing.”

The 25-year-old Captain,
enlisted in 2020 following his
graduation from NDA, was
sixth soldier from Uttarak-
hand to die in J&K this year,
after five men from 22 Garh-
wal Rifles were Killed in an
ambush on a two-truck patrol
in Kathua district on July 8.

He leaves behind his par-
ents and two elder sisters,
bothmarried. Hisfather Ma-
hesh Singh was an inspector

with Uttarakhand police
and served as confidential
assistant to the DGP before
his retirement earlier this
yvear. The family, originally
from Kumaon, currently re-
sides in Kuanwala on the
outskirts of Dehradun.

Officials said security
forces launched a search op-
eration late Tuesday after-
noon in the dense Shivgarh-
Assar forest after receiving
intelligence about suspect-
ed Jaish-e-Muhammed ter-
rorists hiding there. As the
troops advanced, the terror-
ists fired, triggering a shoo-
tout that continued till late
after nightfall. Gunfire re-
sumed at first light and Cap-
tain Singh, who was leading
from the front, was struck in
the chest. He was taken to a
military hospital but could
not be saved.

Security sources suspect
that the terrorists involved
inthe Assar gunfight may be
the same who escaped a
brief shooting Sunday at Ba-
santgarh in Udhampur.

IN THE COURTS

HC sets aside Bihar
ex-MLA’s conviction

pama HC on Wednesday set
aside the conviction of
former Bihar MLA Anant
Kumar Singh, in two cases of
similar nature which had
earned him sentences of 10
years each. In separate orders,
Justice Chandra Shekhar Jha
allowed appeals of Singh
challenging the orders of
MP/MLA court, Patna, passed
in June and July.

Singh Is now expected to
walk out of jail. Singh had
faced disqualification
following the first order of
conviction passed in June
2022, relating to a case
lodged after an AK-47 rifle,
ammunition and two hand
grenades were recovered
from his ancestral residence.
The second case related to
the recovery of an INSAS rifle
from the govt-allotted Patna
residence of the MLA. eni

HC: Don't need cop
nod for I-Day rally

re we still under British

Raj?" asked Madras HC,
while permitting all forms of
rallies by any person to
celebrate Independence
Day on Thursday, reports
Suresh Kumar K.
Justice G Jayachandran,
permitting the youth wing of
Tamil Nadu BJP to take out
two-wheeler rallies , took
adverse judicial note of the
police rejecting permission,
pointing out that it has been
77 years since the nation
got freedom.
The court passed the order
on a plea moved by youth
wing secretary A Krishna
Prasanth.
Justice Jayachandran held
that anyone is free to
organise rallies after
intimating the police, and
added that no prior police
permission is required.
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PM recalls tragedy of Partition,

vows to protect bonds of unity

Remembrance

Day Will Help In

Nation-Building,
Asserts Shah

Tintes News NeETwoRk

New Delhi: On the eve of In-
dependence day observed as
‘Partition Horrors Remem-
brance Day’, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi recalled the
sufferings of people impact-
ed by the Partition and paid
tributes to their courage,
whichhesaid “illustrates the
power of human resilience”.
“Alotof those impacted by
the Partition went on to re-
build theirlives and attain im-
mense success,” he said. “We
also reiterate our commit-
ment to alwayvs protect the
bonds of unitv and brother-
hood inournation,” headded.
The PM had announced
from theramparts of Red Fort
on Aug 15, 2021, that Aung 14
would be observed annually
as‘Partition Horrors Remem-
brance Day’, to honour sacri-
ficesof Partition victims.

) i O F

Courage of people impacted by the Partition “illustrates the power of human resulae nce', the PM said

Homeminister Amit Shah
in a post on X paid homage to
the millions who “suffered in-
humane pains, lost lives, turn-
ed homeless” during what he
described as the “most hide-
ous episode of our history”,

“Only a nation that re-
members its history can
build its future and emerge
as a powerful entity. Observ-
ing thisday is a foundational
exercise in the process of na-
tion building under the lead-
ershipof Modi-ji,” he added.

To mark the day, Indira
Gandhi National Centre for

the Arts (IGNCA) under the
ministry of culture on
Wednesday organised a pro-
gramme at Bharat Manda-
pam to observe ‘Partition
Horrors Remembrance Day’.

Cultureand tourism min-
ister Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat emphasised that it
was important to remember
the horrors of Partition so
that future generations can
understand and feel its im-
pact. He clarified that the in-
tention behind this remem-
brance was not political, but
to reject divisive politics.

The tragedy did not receive
the recognition in history
that it deserved due to vari-
ouspoliticalreasons, hesaid.
MoS Sukanta Majumdar
recalled the background of
‘Banga-Bhanga' (Partition
of Bengal) imposed by the
British in 1905. He men-
tioned that his grandfather
was alsodisplaced from East
Bengal (now Bangladesh)
and migrated to West Ben-
gal. During that tragedy; his
father’'s vounger brother was
separated from the family
and was never found again.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Col, 3 others who laid down lives
in J&K conferred Kirti Chakra

Security brass
reviews J&K
terror sntuatlon

New Delhi: Measures meg
taken to strengthen counter-in-
filtration and counter-terror
grids, as well as ground intelli-
gence network in J&K, were re-
viewed at a meeting called by
defence minis-
ter Rajnath
Singh Wednes-
day amid con-

tinuing surge in
terrorism and
sethacks to

forces, especially in Jammu.
The “rising” terror attacks
inJ&K, situation along the 778-
km LoC with Pakistan, mili-
tary-style ambushes of securi-
tv forces by well-trained ter-
rorists, among other issues,
were discussed inthe meeting.
“It dwelt upon overall strat-
egv to deal with the situation,
including spreading are of ter-
rorism in Jammu,” an official
said. The meet was attended by
NSA Ajit Doval, chief of de-
fence staff GenAnil Chauhan,
Army chief GenUpendra Dwi-
vedi, DGMO Lt-Gen Pratik
Sharma and heads of security
and intelligence agencies. twn

...........................................

EC, home min
discuss forces
for J&K polls

New Delhi: Election Com-
mission, which on Wednesday
reached an agreement with
the home secretary regarding
extent of forcesto be deployed
for assembly polls in J&K,
may announce the schedule
any day after revised electoral
rolls for the UT are published
Aug 20, reports Bharti Jain.
“J&K  administration is
geared to have an elected govt
sworn in Oct,” a govt function-
arv said, indicating a Sept poll
schedule. Like previous elec-
tions, polling in J&K will be
spread over 4-5 phases, added
another source. Home secreta-
ry Ajay Bhalla, who was in Nir-
vachan Sadan Wednesdav to
discuss security arrangements
for J&K polls, is reportedly on
board with EC's assessment of
security scenario in J&K and
the force logistics required to
ensure their smooth conduct.
Sources said a high num-
ber of central forces includ-
ing the CRPF and BSF will be
deployed for the polls in J&K.

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Colonel Man-
preet Singh and deputy su-
perintendent of J&K Police
Humayun Muzzammil Bhat,
who laid down their lives
while battling terroristsina
fierce encounter in Anant-
nagdistrict of J&K last Sept,
and two others have been
awarded Kirti Chakra, the
nation's second-highest gal-
lantry medal during peace-
time, on Independence Day.
The other Kirti Chakra
awardees are Rifleman Ravi
Kumar (63 Rashtriva Rifles)
posthumously and Major
Malla Rama Gopal Naidu (56
Rashtriva Rifles). Colonel
Singh, already a Sena Medal
awardee, was from the Sikh
Light Infantry and com-
mandingthel9Rashtriva Ri-
fles unit during the encoun-
ter in Ananinag on Sept 13.
In the gunfight with
heavily-armed terrorists in
densely-forested hills, Ma-
jor Aashish Dhonchak and
Sepoy Pardeep Singh dis-
played conspicuous gallan-
try while laving down their
lives, They have been
awarded Shaurya Chakra,
the third-highest medal.
“Col Singh displayed
raw courage and unparal-

A motorcyclist carries a poster of
Colonel Manpreet Singh, who was
killed while leading an anti-terror
op in Anantnag. Singh was awarded
the Kirti Chakra on Wednesday

leled leadership by leading
fromthefrontduringtheop-
eration. His undaunting
valour and gquick decision-
making led to the elimina-
tion of one terrorist and
preventing escape of other
terrorists. DSP Bhat was
leading the special oper-
ations group column of
J&K Police,” an officer said.
Shaurva Chakra was
awarded to 16 others, with
two CRPTF personnel getting
it posthumously, Two Navy
officers, destrover INS Kolka-
ta’s commanding officer Cap-
tain Sharad Sinsunwal & INS
Visakhapatnam'sengineer-
ing officer Lt-Commander

Kapil Yadav were conferred
with Shaurya Chakra. The
first for anti-piracy oper-
ations in the Gulf of Aden,
and the second for rescuing
the crew of an oil tanker en-
oulfed in flames on high seas.

The other Shaurya Chak-
ra awardees are Colonel Pa-
wan Singh (Army Aviation),
Major C V § Nikhil (21 Para-
SF), Major Tripatpreet
Singh (34 RR), Major Sahil
Randhawa (34 RR), Wing
Commander Kapil Yadav
(IAF), Squadron Leader Dee-
pak Kumar (IAF), Subedar
Sanjeev Singh Jasrotia (5
J&K Rifles), Naib Subedar P
Pahin Singha (56 RR), Abdul
Latif (J&K Police), deputy
commandant Lakhveer
(CRPF), assistant comman-
dant Rajesh Panchal (CRPF)
and Malkit Singh (CRPF).

In all, the Independence
Day list has 103 gallantry
medals. There are also 39
Mention-in-Despatches, in-
cluding to Army dog Kent
(posthumously) for their
significant contributions in
different military oper-
ations. The operations in-
clude Operation Rakshak,
Operation Snow Leopard,
Operation Sahayata, Oper-
ation Hifazat, Operation Or-
chid and Operation Katchal.
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Shaurya Chakra for 5 CRPF
men, 2 of them posthumously

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Five Shaurva
Chakras were conferred on
CRPF bravehearts and 209
police officers honoured
with gallantry medals on
the eve of Independence
Day for theiracts of valour.

The five Shaurva Chakra
awardees were part of
CRPF's 201 CoBRA battalion
and were recognised for dis-
playing extraordinary cour-
age during an engagement
with NaxalitesonJan 30, 2024
while establishing a forward
operating base in Chhattis-
garh. While constables Pa-
wan Kumar and Devan Claid
downtheirlivesastheirteam
delivered significant blows
to the insurgents and =e

cured the area and will be
honoured posthumously;
deputy commandant Lakh-
veer, assistant commandant
Rajesh Panchal and consta-
ble Malkit Singh will also re-
ceive the gallantry medals
for “displaying unmatched
bravery in the face of fierce
Naxal assault,” CRPF said in
a statement on Wednesday,
Telangana Police head
constable Chuduvu Yadaiah,
who apprehended two chain-
gsnatchers in July 2022 even
after being brutally stabbed
by them, wasnamedasthere-
cipient of the lone Presi-
dent’s Medal for Gallantry.
Of the total 1,037 medals
announced by MHA on
Wednesday, 908 medals are
for various state police and

CAPFs; 59 for fire services
personnel; 56 for Home
Guards and Civil Defence
personnel; and 14 for correc-
tional services. Apart from
208 police personnel, three
personnel from fire services
in Jharkhand and one in
Delhi, as well as one person-
nel from UP home guards
and civil defence were also
named for gallantry medals.

The 208 police gallantry
medals are shared by CEPF
(52); J&K Police (31); UP and
Maharashira Police (17
each); Chhattisgarh Police
(15); MP Police (12); SSB (14);
CISF(10); Jharkhand, Punjab
and Telangana Police (7
each); BSF (6); Bihar Police
(5); Andhra Police (4); Bengal
Police (3); & Assam Rifles(1).

State obligated to offer compensation, says Kol cop when
asked about claims of b1d to buy doctor family’s silence

Tinaes News NETWORK

Kolkata: Acting on Calcutta high
court’s directive, CBI took custody on
Wednesday of Sanjoy Roy, the prime ac-
cused in the rape-murder of a resident
doctor at RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital, and all related documents and
evidence from Kolkata police. Among
the evidence the cops handed over were
CCTV footage and a Bluetooth head-
phone found at the scene of the crime.

Police warned people against spread-
ing rumours, clarifving that contrary to
claims on social media, they never sug-
gested the victim's death wasasuicide. A
police officer denied that semen from
three people was found on the doctor’s
body or her collar bone and pelvic guard
Addressing allegations
that a police officer offered money to si-
lence the victim's family he clarified:
“After the Nirbhava case, the state is obli-
gated to provide financial compensation
tofamilies of vietims in cases of murder,
acid attacks, rape and molestation.”

were broken.

A man with a young patient waits outside
SSKM Hospital in Kolkata on Wednesday

FIR,”

Silchar medical college
withdraws advisory

ilchar Medical College Hospitaladmin

Wednesday withdrew its controversial
advisory asking female doctors, students
and staff to avoid situations where they
are alone and to refrain from night-time
outings, reports Kangkan Kalita.

Nursing super had
key to hall: HoD

Kolkata: The chest department Hol) of
RG Kar Medical College on Wednesday
slammed an assistant superintendent of
the hospital for lying to the parents of the
PG trainee doctor that she had died by su-
icide, reports Prithvijit Mitra. “The
hospital authorities should have filed an
said Arunava Dutta Chowdhury,

“T was not the first to see the body. 1
came to know about it after [ reported
for work. The seminar hall had been
cordoned off by police by then,” he said.

The seminar hall where the doctor’s
body was discovered was supposed fo
be locked by 8.30pm. Chowdhury said
the keys were with the nursing superin-
tendent of the floor. Asked if permis-
sion had been sought to use it at night,
he said, “A written permission is need-
ed touse the hall beyond working hours,
butlamnotaware if it was taken.”




