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Onthe
birthanniversary of
late actor Sridevi
3 yesterday, her daughter,
= Il actor Janhvi Kapoor, visited the
Tirupati Balajitemplein
Andhra Pradesh. Kapoor’s
boyfriend, businessman
Shikhar Pahariya,
accompanied her.

Ahead of

e Independence Day,

ated actor Pooja Bha &

in the Ear;’[}r 2000s. Sha Fvari Says She
oweRes Gl wants to use her

relationship ended on a bad -

note, with Pooja accusing him pﬂp“la"ty for the

of being “physically violent” n,

towards her. In a recent chat, greater QOOd . feels

Ranvir opened up about the

break-up and how Pooja’s
brother, Rahul Bhatt, and
father, filmmaker
Mahesh Bhatt, were also
involved in that ugly
phase of their lives.

Indian society should
get rid of 'biases and
intolerance’

Bhattand “"Atthetimewehada | L9 AN
Mahesh Y] _ W @8 conflict, I felt that the
Bhatt | . - i respect I had for him
PHOTO ey i (Mahesh), he used that
INSTAGRAM/ manipulatively. When
POOJABIST2 the fight happened, he
told my father, ‘Okay,
. we will rest the matter
here.’ Next day, he got
LY 4 utter lies printed about
me, planted false

Her

| stories in the media and
brother % painted me as an
was the g alcoholic, abusive Rishabh Suri parents and teachers told me that the 28-year-old, who was lauded
- 4 person. All lies,” the B B .o we have a part to play to preserve for her performances in Munjya
one wh 0O ' actor told YouTuber ' ' this independence and strengthen and Maharaj this year.
——— l _ Cl Siddharth Kanan. very Independence Day, it. We are lucky to be born in a free With her growing popularity,
assaulte e B Ranvir added, “Pooja’s Sharvari finds herself country and we should do our bit Sharvari says she wants to use it
me. He S brother was the one transported back to her to make India stronger,” says “for the greater good”. The actor
. & who assaulted me. He childhood, revisiting a . adds, “I don’t lookatitasa
(M i’lh th) : ﬁ F (Mahesh) could have cherished ritual. "Every WS pressure, but I want to make a
r 4 told these guys not to talk ear, after the flag hoisti . sitive impact in the world with
could have - | - like that.” : geremen},r, my dge%:t and I?vgeuld We should look out for pmoy voice.” :
told these guys e ﬂ,!i f Ranvir married actor watch Border (1997) at home. 1 cach other. aid those While she is “all for freedom
not to t 3"\ ]lk e J ¥ Konkona Sensharma in know the dialogues and song lyrics ¢ : ‘ of speech, making a positive
that 2&}1{}, but they sefparated by heart,” says the actor. : in need and lead our change, and healthy and f
dl. after five years of marriage. She adds, “People sacrificing Bosin ~ . constructive discussions”, she feels
They have a son, Haroon their lives for India’s independence IIVCS 11 a mannci that one thing that must change in
RANVIR SHOREY, Shorey, 13, in shared custody. has always been something that contributes to our Indian society is “biases and
Actor has moved me and impacted me - - P intolerance”. She explains, "I hope
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH deeply.” Sharvari emphasises how (-()mmunlty POS]UW 1}’ we can listen to what others are
P the day should serve as a reminder SHARVARI, Actor saying and have healthy debates

of India’s resilience and unity. “My
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Celebrate preciou moménts 3

this Rakhsha pan dhan

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears onour pagesis paid for by the concerned and exchange of ideas.”

brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as
such to our valued readers.
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" TWOULD LOVE  paliet repeating same
1TOSTARIN A tactics she used against
PATRIOTIC FII. M’ her ex; alleges estranged

husband Nikhil Patel

PHOTOS;
INSTAGRAM

Ahead of India’'s 78th
Independence Day, actor-
dancer Shantanu Maheshwari
talks about getting the chance
- 7 = st to represent the country on
PHOTO:MANISHRANVIR S S ' B different global stages and
; - what ‘freedom’ means to him
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navya.kharbanda@hindustantimes.com

n an exclusive shoot with HT
City in the run up to the 78th
Independence Day, actor-
dancer Shantanu Maheshwari
is “excited” to pose with the
tricolour. “Ek alag hi feeling hain
jhanda haath mein pakad kar,” he
tells us.

The 33-year-old has often
represented the country abroad -
first when his dance crew, Desi
Hoppers, won the 2015 World of
Dance Championships in Los
Angeles (US) and more recently, at
the 77th Cannes Film Festival where
he announced his upcoming
international film. “It feels great to
represent my country globally. It
has opened my mind to so many
avenues. It's been memorable and
very special to put our culture out
there,” he says.

Maheshwari, who notes that
films have helped educate people
about India’s hard-won struggle for
freedom. “One should remember
the struggle that our countrymen
have gone through. Their bravery
deserves to be known, aur content
bante rehna chahiye. I would love to
be a part of a patriotic project or
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a pattern” of accusations
similar to those she supposedly
levelled against ex-husband,
actor Shalin Bhanot. “Dalljiet
filed an FIR against me,
repeating the same tactic she
used against her ex-husband,”
he wrote.

The actor earlier accused
Patel of having extra marital
affairs shortly after she moved
to Kenya with her toddler,
Jaydon. Addressing these
claims he wrote, “For Dalljiet
to pretend that we entered a
legal union is deliberately
deceptive... labelling me a
| | ‘cheater is hypocritical given
Dalljiet Kaur married Nikhil Patel (inset) in March last year her level of comfortin moving

e e e

play a freedom fighter someday,”

shares the actor who calls the to Kenya to live with me
freedom fighter Bhagat Singh one of elevision actor Dalljiet understood the fact that I was knowing full well that I was
his heroes. T Kaur's estranged still not legally divorced from still legally married.”

As someone who has represented husband, Kenya-based my first marriage. My counsel On Tuesday, Kaur posted
the country on different platforms businessman Nikhil Patel sent Dalljiet’s parents a letter several Instagram Stories,
globally, what does independence recently issued an elaborate clearly stating this fact. This is rubbishing Patel’s statement:
mean to him, we ask? "For me, it is statement, calling the actor out  why the ceremony was heldin ~ “You had three daysin India
the freedom to think for yourself for creating a “narrative” about  a banquet hall rather than a after knowing about the FIR. If
and express yourself. The kind of the nature of their relationship  gurdwara or a mandir. (sic)”an  the rubbish you have printed
freedom we have in India doesn’t and histreatment towards her.  excerptread. was true, you would have gone
exist everywhere,” he concludes. “Dalljiet was very insistent The businessman also to the police station instead of

on moving to Kenya... She alleged that Kaur is “repeating  sending it out to your PR. (sic)”

—— PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM AND FACEBOOK, ILLUSTRATION: SHUTTERSTOCK

ICSETS_
FREE

Sukhwinder Singh

Ahead of Independence Day,
musicians across genres tell
Soumya Vajpayee how music instils
' asense of freedom in them

S

Shalmali

G Lo F; 2
»
. L
L] g
‘r..r"‘_.. - ¥ -_;-.': N e
= & () -
B3 ol
e

R o
o 3 ;

e When | listen to songs with rich poetry,
24 ;‘E - they evoke a sense of freedom in me. Kho Iga de
I~ Patriotic tracks such as Ae Mere Watan Ke
| ' Logon, Jai Ho (Slumdog Millionaire; 2008) The process of bringing
= or Chak De India (Chak De! India; 2007) people and their talents
A make me believe that music has the together s liberating. To be

able to say things freely via
asongis gratifying. | know
‘when | wrote Garden Variety
Hater (her single that \

released in 2022), | felta
sense of resolution to the
angst that had built up in
my heart.

power to set us free and give us
the right direction.

F arsh
Kaur

Music makes me feel liberated,
because it gives me the power
to express myself, to unite
people and inspire them too.

It has a profound impact on
our emotions. Certain melodies
reconnect us to our past
experiences and even help

us heal.
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For me, music is therapy. It heals
my mind, body and soul, and

¥ helps me stay sane. Apart | o 2
| b ! from giving me my /o
Y N S livelihood, music also gives :
Ra hl.l I S h a r m a " i vy x\wa-% . me a chance to travel

bt = ;
P R s A | = _N whichallowsme to
Musicis a universal language. It notonl : L e - NEE TR - = ¥ spread happiness
g 1] : _

entertains people, but also unites them, | ; i \ A ey among people through

" Sachet-

irrespective of their cast, creed or [ R SN my music. Whatcanbe |
nationality. Expressing myself through _a& bR R N more liberating .
musicis an uplifting and meditative & 8 : ‘!5 G Y than that? | | Pa ra m pa ra

process, as | manage to reach out [
to people via the energy that flows j
through music, which also |
signifies freedom for me.

“Music ignites a sense of
freedomin us, because it's
our way of expressing what
we truly feel. When we
create and perform, we step
beyond our daily limitsand
dive into a space where we
can be ourselves,” says Sachet
Tandon. Parampara Thakur

Music, to me, is
therapeutic. When lam
inmy zone, | am detached

R

J Any piece of good music that touches the from the worries and adds, "It's in those moments
: . soul liberates me. It could be a song | hear ~ problems of the world. of making music that we feel
- orsomething | compose. Such work comes It uplifts me to a higher truly liberated, connecting

., from a deep and divine space, hence the presence. | find peace and deeply with our own
| process of making it, rendering it or listening to . tranquillityinit.lt's a | emotions and with others.”

| it fosters a sense of freedom. divine feeling. |
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Manu Mans

Ina Puri Kanchan Chander - ~ AmitJain

An ode to the vulnerability
—of the human experience

n their new art showcase building their own identities as
I titled Fragile, Al-Qawi

individuals, and then, that of
Nanavati, Dola Shikder and  being creative practitioners of
Purvi Sharma situate their knowledge. The artists use
practice within an experience multiple mediums and
of being vulnerable to life. The =~ materials to open up about
preview of the exhibition, their experiences of love, loss
(L-R) Al-Qawi which is on till August 18, was and life.
Nanavatiand held in the Capital recently. Among those attending the
Dola Shikder The three contemporary preview were senior artists and
artists belong to a group of curators such as Kanchan
new-age names who are Chander and Ina Puri and
occupied, first and foremost, stylist Manu Mansheet,
with the responsibility of among others. HTC |

JLO4628, JTO0331, JEOB256

PN SUMMER & WEDDING COLLECTION

RAYIMOND

% Linen, Cotton & Woollen %

Formals, Casual & Party Wears

__By Economy Sales: 9212758425
00 / Oﬁ Latest Range of Designs & Colors

GIFT PACKS AVAILABLE

BLAZER e« SUIT
KURTA'S ¢ SHIRT e TROUSER e T-SHIRT

Raymono ouloipt., PArX ARROW

m—>;

s GURUGRAM 306, City Center, Sector 29 (Near Hotel Pllazio)
role he called her the s PUNCHKUIAN ROAD,Garwal Bhawan, (Near Jhandewalan, Gole Chkr.)
“onstant khasbsuratiin:his  WAZIRPUR A-5, Near Richi Rich Banquet (Opp. Shalimar Bagh)
life.  JANAKPURI B-1/2, Main Najafgarh Road,Opp. Metro Pillar 543
e NOIDA , Nirula's Sec-2, Near Metro Station, Sec-15, Noida, UP

« LAJPAT NAGAR, 49, Main Ring Road, Adj. Haldi Ram, Near Moolchand Crossing
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PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/VARUNDVN

Dhalperfect)wan times: Actor
Varun Dhawan shared a pic
with wife, Natasha Dalal, from
when he wasshootingin
Serbia. Covered in cuts for his
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NEW DELHI

FLASHBACK 2009

WITH

STEP BACK IN TIME

To celebrate 15 years of Indian Accent New Delhi, we are bringing back the dishes from the original 2009 menu
including some that have stood the test of time. Join us on a nostalgic journey down memory lane to relive and
celebrate the iconic flavours that helped shape our culinary heritage.

From 15 to 31 August at Lunch & Dinner @ 5500 + taxes. We do not levy any service charge.

Exclusive offer for American Express Cardmembers

Only Amex Cardmembers can enjoy this special tasting menu @ %1800 instead of 5500* at lunch.
Please inform your server while ordering that you are an Amex Cardmember.

For reservations, call +91 9871117968.

Apply now and enjoy curated ofters and benetits on a suite of cards
that suit your lifestyle.

*f&C Apply

Celebrate Rakshabandhan with a heartfelt gift!

FLATZD% OFF

ON MRP OF 4000+ DIAMOND DESIGNS

Ends on 20*" August
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Triwdler
BEST RESIAURAR ' LA LISTE
ESTAL AW aRTE F0AN b okl Surid it ke 81

HANTS
ﬁm MNo.1 Restaurant in India Werld's 100 Greatest Places MNe. 1 Restaurant in India

CELEBRATING 15 GLORIOUS YEARS

Indian Accent shall pop up in 15 cities
in India & around the world.

Several other celebrations are on the cards.
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WE PLEDGE 1,50,000 MEALS THIS YEAR

Each time you dined at Indian Accent New Delhi; we fed
4 meals per day to a girl child at @ home run by the Salaam Baalak Trust
with your blessings.

With Indian Accent Mumbai now adopting another girls’ home,
we pledge to serve 1,50,000 meals in our 15th year.
At both Indian Accent restaurants, we cover the cost of breakfast, lunch,
evening snack and dinner for each girl.

For more information visit www.indianaccent.com/newdelhi/salaam-baalak

For reservations, please reach us at reservations.del@indianaccent.com or call +91 11 66175151 | www.indianaccent.com | @indianaccent | The Lodhi Hotel, Lodhi Road, New Delhi
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In the run-up to
Raksha Bandhan
(August 19), our
special series
features actor
Divya Dutta and
her brother

We secretly sent
those pictures for a
talent hunt and I got
selected. I still remember

Rishabh Suri Askif there’s anything

common between the sibling

ctor Divya Dutta, 48, and : : I duo, and they say, “writing
her brother, Dr Rahul us standing with our heads [y e o
Dutta, 46, continue to b{]WCd as Our mum HSI{C(.L Rahl_llwntes beautifully
share the same kind of and his words are so

‘Who did this?’

DR RAHUL DUTTA
Divya Dutta’s brother

bond that they used to as kids.
Rahul says, “She is two years older
than me, but still calls me bhaiya.
But she gets very irritated when |
call her didi. I love pulling her leg all
the time.”

Divya chimes in: “My first-ever
photo shoot, which we thought is
the most glamorous one ever, was
done by him on our terrace. We
secretly sent those pictures for a

touching. He has been writing
lyrics too. I love the fact that

being a guy, he wrote something
on gender equality, and I recited it
and posted it on social media.” The
actor adds that their love for writing
comes from their late mother: “Back
in the day, mum and I would recite
our pieces and Rahul would record
us. And now, his kids do the same,
as we watch.”

talent hunt and I got selected. I still
remember us standing with our
heads bowed as our mum asked,
‘Who did this?”

< Rahul
Dutta and
Divya Dutta

———
Bhagyashree
on futuref @y
daughter-in-f
law: Want
hertobea
working
professional

Rishabh Suri

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

S inger Sona Mohapatra is

excited to perform at the

Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM) on August 16
at Palais Theatre, Australia.
“This is the 15th edition of the
festival, and over 20 women
filmmakers will be honoured
there. This is more than any film
festival has ever done, in terms of
diversity and inclusivity,”
Mohapatra says. Her
performance will be a tribute to
the strong representation of
women filmmakers, such as
Rima Das, Shuchi Talati and
Diwa Shah, whose work will be
showcased at the festival this
year.

Speaking about her set, the 48-

year-old says, "Ambarsariya

(Fukrey, 2013) would be easiest to
sing. Melbourne has a big NRI
audience and it is easy to sing a
bunch of popular songs from
films. But I thought, let me
curate something more
emotional.”

Mohapatra, who is also set to
be joined by Australian
Indigenous singer-songwriter
Mitch Tambo during her
performance, continues, “l am
going to be joined by some
incredible artistes from
Australia. I will also have
Bharatnatyam and Kathak
dancers accompany me.”

She also excited about
Laapataa Ladies (2023) being a
part of a competition at the fest.
“I have a beautiful song Saiyaan
Jiin the film. The movie being in
the competition is a validating
feeling,” she ends.
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PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONAMOHAPATRA

Bhagyashree with
son Abhimanyu
Dassani

PHOTO: INSTA GRAM/A BHIMANYUD
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. Navya Kharbanda

navya.kharbanda@hindustantimes.com
I

; ctor Bhagyashree recently shared on a
' A reality show how she’s waiting for her
|

I son, actor Abhimanyu Dassani, to get
. hitched. Talking to us about the same, the 55-
year-old, who recently made her OTT debut,
shares, “l am really after his (Abhimanyu’s)
life. There are certain things that you enjoy
with your life partner and there is an age to it.
After that, all of us become a little jaded as we
go through life.”

When she expressed the same wish to her
son, Abhimanyu, who was last seen in the film
Nikamma (2022), quoted a scene from her film
Maine Pyar Kiya (1989). Prem (Salman Khan)
responds to his mother’s (Reema Lagoo) similar
demand for a homely daughter-in-law with,
‘Matar cheelne wali ladki kahan se laun?’

Despite the light-hearted banter, Bhagyashree
acknowledges her son’s perspective and adds:"1
would not force my choice upon him. When you
choose a life partner you are ready to
compromise and adjust. There's no blame
game.”

. Ask the actor if she has any preferences about
who her son marries and whether she wants the
person to be from the film industry or not,
Bhagyashree concludes, “I would love for her to
be a working girl, be it within or outside the
industry.”
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The recent edition of Society Socials, an initiative by Hindustan Times and
HT City, saw residents of Plumeria Garden Estate participating in interesting

games and nostalgic trivia

Naina Arora sabse mile aur enjoy kiya.”

For ll-year-old Kayna, “this was
better than watching mobile phone all
day”.

Talking about the importance of
reading newspapers, businessman
Neeraj Singh says, "My morning begins
withreading HT.” He added that the
activities gave them the time to enjoy
themselves with their kids.
Meanwhile, Chandan Kumar, who got
some exciting goodies as the winner
of the cube game, added, “Today's
lifestyle is very hectic, and unless we
have social activities, one can’t

sustain mentally.”

htcity@hindustantimes.com

patter of rain and some exciting

games made it the perfect Sunday
for residents of Plumeria Garden
Estate, Greater Noida. From excited
cheers to laughter, this edition of
Society Socials, an initiative by
Hindustan Times and HT City, saw
participants make the most of their
lively weekend.

While exciting games such as jigsaw
puzzles, cube game, hula hoop, tug of
war and Mikado Sticks had the young
ones hooked, the trivia round made the
older residents nostalgic with _
questions about "90s ads and
jingles. Deepika Gupta, a working
professional, was preparing fora =
Teej function when she heard |
about the event. Upon
participating, she won the
bumper prize in the trivia
round. “It became the perfect
Sunday morning for me. The
questions for trivia were really
fun,” she shares. Shruti Varshney,
a website designer, adds, "I work
from home and barely get time to meet
my neighbours. HT ke through hum

C ool, breezy weather, a pitter-

jeet gayi.
"DEEPIKA GUPTA, Resident

It became the perfect Sunday
morning for me, bahut maza
aaya. The trivia questions were
really fun... My friends were
trying to help par main khud se

Des MeraRangila

Rehearsals for the 78th Independence Day are in full swing at the Red Fort in the Capital, where Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will give his 11th address tomorrow. Here, a lensman captures the flower shower by a military chopper. This year, the theme is
Viksit Bharat, which aligns with the vision of transforming India into a developed nation by 2047.
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The
captivating
games kept
the young
and old
hooked to
the event

Russia—An Indian View

Offering a personal narrative of the lived
experiences of Indian expats in the erstwhile USSR
(now Russia), this exhibition has on display
photographs, paintings and memorabilia
contributed by 20 individuals. Curated by Aakshat
Sinha and Savita Gupta, the showcase encapsulates
the political friendship between the two countries.
Where: Russian House, 24, Firoz Shah Road

When: August 20 to September 21

Timing: 11am to 6pm

Saare)ahanSeAcch

The 37th edition of this classical dance festival will
witness recitals of Odissi, Bharatanatyam, Kathak
and Manipuri dance forms by the disciples of gurus
Ranjana Gauhar, Sandhya Purecha, Sangita
Chatterjeree and Shyam Singh. The dancers will pay
tribute to the nation’s martyrs and achievers to mark
the 78th Independence Day.

Where: India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road

When: Today

Timing: 7pm
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- Monsoon getaways.
L Sy ' Taking it up a notch, actor
(AT T el Thakur has embraced the Kriti Sanon’s photos from
: elebs are taking their cottagecore aesthetic, finding  Greece screamed peak
C monsoon wanderlustto  pleasure in the simple life of summertime party with
new heights, and taking the serene countryside in sunsets, floral dresses and

us along for the ride with Scotland. tropical bliss galore. HTC
little nuggets shared on the

Ee e P awmieiee b TS Mrunal ‘eram. Actor Malaika Arora is
Malaika SSOoSEESc? Frita—l e <N Thakur living her best life in Paris
Arora A LG O e, B s (France) in her chic style
~ip e G | Bt oo PHOTOS: against the dreamy backdrop
INSTAGRAM of the world’s fashion capital.
Meanwhile, actor Mrunal

i N :
S AMAR AR AR
I f : ALMATY (KAZAKHSTAN):
Hol ays Put. L1d. : 6 Days -Rs:T79;999/= Rs.74,999/- :
0 from anywhere to everywhere... o : Group Departure : September 2024 :
E Package Includes: Airfare, 4 Star Accommodation, E
% Sightseeing, Breakfast, Dinners, Transfers, Visa. .«

~— Explore withus —

BALI "™ S

Package Includes : Airfare, Stay in 4 Star, Breakfast,

PW
GEORGIA (TBILISI)

6 Days Rs:84;999= Rs. 79,999/-
Group Departure : September 2024

I A AR RO NN ENRENNE ™
EEEEEEEEEEE S

2 Lunch, 3 Dinners, Nusa Penida Tour,
Dinner Cruise, Uluwatu Temple Tour
with Kecak Dance Show, Daily Sightseeing, Spa.

Package Includes: Airfare, 4 Star DIx Accommodation,*

]‘ Sightseeing, Breakfast, Dinners, Transfers, Visa. ["
AZERBAIJAN (BAKU)

6 Days Rs:89;999= Rs. 84,999/-
Group Departure : September 2024

DUBAI 5Days Rs. 47,999/-

Package Includes : Airfare, Accommaodation,
Breakfast, Transfers & Sightseeing.

TURKEY 11 Days Rs. 1,54,999/-

2 Nights Istanbul, 1 Night Canakkale,
2 Nights Kusadasi, 1 Night Pamukkale,
2 Nights Antalya, 2 Nights Cappadocia

Package Includes : Airfare, Breakfast, Lunch, Dinners,
Sightseeing, Round Trip Transfers.

GOA 3 Nights / 4 Days
Special Offers
Radisson Resort Goa Baga 5+« Rs. 19,999/-

Novotel Hotel Candolim 5% Rs. 25,999/-
Package Includes : Airfare, Stay & Breakfast.

‘I.I-I.II.I-II.‘.
SssEesEEEEEEEEn®

Package Includes: Airfare, 5 Star Accommodation, — e _
Sightseeing, Breakfast, Dinners, Transfers, Visa. _: E
PVIETNAM some. ] | | r—
Rs—1;09:88%~ Rs.99,999/-
P. C. CHANDRA

Airfare Inclusive
J EWETLLTETRS

VietJet Airlines, 5 Star Hotels
A jewel of jewels

Departure : September 2024

2 Nights at Ho Chi Minh

2 Nights at Da Nang

3 Nights at Ha Noi

5 Star Luxury Halong Bay Day Cruise

Package Includes: Airfare, 5 Star Accommodation

(&) ExcHANGE FACILITY" | ({f]) ALL DIAMONDS ARE AVAILABLE WITH A CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY*
'_'1-| = Mo ol o= || w2 =1
S.) GOLDEN DREAMS-MONTHLY GOLD SAVING PLAN |[f.:_'-}ﬂ% INTEREST EMI |L@7:FEEE JEWELLERY INSURANCE |“LLLJ GIFT CARDS"
R L % - =

I'.-
(=
AL
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NEW DELHI SHOWROOM NOIDA SHOWROOM

P . i i i I i »
Novotel Dona Sylvia 5% Rs. 27,999/ W K1/20, C. R. Park, Opp. SBI Kalkaji Branch, New Delhi- 110019 | G1, Sector-18, Near Sector-18 Police Chowki, Noida
Package Includes : Airfare, Stay, Breakfast & Dinner . 3 RN ©(011) 40616364, 26270034/0002 M: 98300 72009 © (0120) 2512515/16, 4102516 M: 98300 72008
Goa Packages Not Valid for 15th August MR RS E ISE T SISOt
66 SHOWROOMS ACROSS INDIA
WWW.SAMAARATRAVEL.COM Visa, Travel Insurance, o5, Tes are ot recaoy P2 011=-4556 4556 it A N W et B SHOWSE A

C-21, RAJA GARDEN, RING ROAD, OPPOSITE GRGMA, NEW DELHI-110015 9 61 57 9 6 1 5 7 Agartala | Bengaluru [ Bhubaneswar | Delhi | Jamshedpur | Mumbai | Noida | Ranchi | Patna | Pune | Silchar

Rates are per person on twin sharing basis. Rates are subject to availability, may vary at the time of booking.

‘W pechandraindiacorn | amazon | # | S| M| do Follow us on ] X =) 3 | Customer Care: 5000700400 (Except Sunday)

We are hiring candidates, send your resume to sameer@samaaratravel.com For Bulk Purchase Enquiry Call : 9073371809 or Mail at pccexports@pcchandraindia.com

R K SWAMY PCCJ 2688/24

iy B”_ ~ WOMEN & KIDS EXCLUSIVE

International Clothing ' ’ﬂn@w

NING
; TODAY

FOR 1 UU | Follow us :
i 1 o? *M e ¥ . | 5

CUSTOMERS o @ ®

www.cantabilshop.com

WOMEN & KIDS EXCLUSIVE - Shop No. D-413 (Ph. 7400173595) | MEN & FOOTWEAR
EXCLUSIVE - Shop No. D-416 (Ph. 7065080778) PALAM EXTENSION, SEC-7, DWARKA, DELHI
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Priyanka Kapoor

privanka.kapoor@hindustantimes.com

eyond the ‘myth’ of Egypt,
revealed in hardback
encyclopedias or Stephen
Sommers’ The Mummy
films, the heart of this country
lies in its souqs or bazaars.
Today, as foreigners walk
through its bustling markets,
their eyes race to gather the
mirage of antiques and
paraphernalia that sprawl over
a network of winding streets.
Among such foreigners,
Indian travellers are gaining
notable numbers. According
toa 2024 report from Atlys, an
online visa application portal,
60% of solo outbound visa
applications and 30% of group
tour visa applications from India
were for Cairo. A more recent
report by Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) and Nangia NXT
also suggests that Egyptis
among the top countries Indians

are increasingly eyeing “for their
rich history, cultural heritage
and natural beauty”. If you're
headed for the eclectic Egyptian
capital in the upcoming shoulder
season between September and
October, these three must-visit
markets will indulge the flea-
market aficionado and
shopaholic in you.

KHAN EL-KHALILI FOR
PHARAONIC FIGURINES
AND MORE

Located next to the Al-Husayn
mosque, Khan el-Khalili is one of
the most famous sougs in the
world. A 15th-century merchant
once describeditasa
“sumptuous palace, visited by
most honourable merchants
from Indies and Persia.” Having
withstood a Napoleonic invasion,
the marketplace remains a
bustling spot where you can find
rugs, perfumes and lanterns,
much like in the 14th century.
Alongside these traditional
goods, there's an eclectic mix of

\ i HF < —
ome I _ea-market ho ping in 1ts buzzmg souqs

Mg

curiosities — from old trophies
and wedding photos to broken
watches, vintage flyers and even
Pharaonic figurines that could be
straight out of the tombs. Telling
whether these items are genuine
antiques or clever reproductions
remainsa challenge.

THANK GOD IT’S FRIDAY,
AT NECROPOLIS

Long spotlighted in ‘spooky
vlogs and documentaries that
voyeuristically inspect the

conditions of the (financially
struggling) living who have
moved in with the dead, the City

of the Dead or Cairo’s necropolis,

located in Mogattam Hills, hosts
one of the most (in)famous flea
markets on Fridays. Not for the
faint-hearted, especially if you
abhor animal cruelty, there is
only one agenda in the sellers’
minds — to sell anything and
everything, whether functional
or not, at the best price. If you do
plan to thrift at this bazaar, you
may want to dress down. The
hawkers and vendors tailor their
quoted prices according to their
estimation of customers’ status.

POCKET PARTICULARS
Round-trip airfare between
Delhi and Cairo starts at 40K.
Accommodation, based on
comfort and requirements, can
cost anywhere upwards of
32,000 per night.

ONE FOR THE FOODIES: OH MY KOSH!

Move over shawarma and try Koshari. The national dish of Egy;at isa mad mix

of pasta, rice, lentils and vermicelli topped with chlckpaas ‘thng*f‘tumatu

salsa,anda Etash of fried onions. Whatever

-dﬂubts you have about: sucha wild

‘mixture will be soon dispelled as you _

diginto the bowl and feel the full
flJFEE of flavours complementing
the fibrous carbs. For those who
are less adventurous, ta'ameya
(Egyptian falafel) served with
Aish Baladi, a local flatbread, is
alsoa scrumptious option.
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Planmng a Iast-mmute
trip for the ||
I-Day—Rakshabandhan
long weekend? §
Here's what

to kno
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the hotspot for bookworms in Cairo,

3 4 .i'~'

Egyptian a!ahaster urns for sale in
Khan El-Khalili

UNDERGROUND
BOOK MARKET OF
COPTIC CAIRO

What was once the fortress of Babylon

in Roman Egypt and purportedly the

temporary residence of the holy family,
Coptic Cairo isa fascinating blend of

Christian and Islamic architecture
dating back to 525 BC. Set amid
medieval churches and
synagogues, the book lane of the
underground Coptic Cairo slithers
along narrow sunken alleyways.
While Al-Azbakiyya book market is

there's something distinctive about

shopping for books after a day spent

with frescoes of saints and angels,
especially in the chancel of Saints
Sergius and Bacchus Church (Abu

Serga). While many of these churches

have their own small collection of

old manuscripts, these are usually not

open to the public. However, outside
of these, the Coptic Cairo bookstore
almost functions like an open library

W .__._'._-.

Underground bookstorein % =
Coptic Cairo; (insets) vintage &5
photographsand figurines

are among the tchotchkeson

sale here

and has a wide selection ina multitude
of languages. Arranged genre by
genre, the range is tempting, from
N‘f’T best-sellers and history to

=

Ruchika Garg

accessible,” said Amanpreet

Ek Shaam Qawwal i
Nizami Bandhu Ke Naam @
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AUGUST

VEHlIE I(AMANI AUDITORIUM

MANDI HOUSE, DELHI

TICKETS
AVAILABLE

book/my show

OR CALL
9971913322

(August 15 to 19).

ruchika.garg@hindustantimes com

or anyone who loves time
F away from the daily grind,

wasting a long weekend is
asin. And travellers all over the
country have their plans set for
the upcoming long weekend

According to Skyscanner
data, there is a remarkable 72%
increase in the bookings for
travel on August 14 compared
to the previous day. Airbnb,
too, reports a 340% Y-0-Y
increase in domestic searches
for the period. “The data
underscores a growing trend to
explore domestic destinations
during short breaks and long
weekends, as they are easily

Bajaj from Airbnb.

in some destinations

TOP DESTINATIONS FOR
THE LONG WEEKEND
"While popular tourist
hotspots remain attractive, we
are also seeing rising interest

such as

Hampi, Madikeri, Ujjain and

Radisson, “Saputara,

weekend? Jet off but
forget the following:

railway station.

the game whenit

planning.
Inputs by
Deepanshu Soni,
travel blogger
(@unpopular
explorer)

WHAT NOT TO FORGET IN AHURRY

o It's not just about comfortable accommodation,
your chosen destination should also have activities
available, especially if you're travelling with family.

o The first order of business is creating a checklist.
Cash, spare keys, medicines are among items
which, when missing, can quickly take a trip south.

o Be very sure of the rental cars that you've
booked for transfers from the airport or the

e Be prepared for changes in plans.
Flexibility is the name of

comes to last-minute

P—

Gokarna,” says Santosh Kumar
of Booking.com. According
to Nikhil Sharma from

Kumbbhalgarh, Puducherry and
Mahabalipuram, along with
Udaipur, Jaipur and Agra, are
seeing high traction.”

Want to make the most of
the [-Day-Rakshabandhan long

don't

ILLUSTRATION:
ADOBESTOCK

children’s hieroglyphic-
.. themed colouring
_books.

NEW DELHI
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HOLIDAY HOMES IN KASAULI

{

}

Wednesday, Auqust 14, 2024

Dr Prem Kumar Sharma (Astrologer and Vaastu expert) can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152, 40532026 (Sat

to Mon); Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09716145644 (Last week of every month)

@ PREMASTROLOGER

PREMASTROLOGER

€ ASKPREMASTROLOGER

ARIES

MAR 21-APR 20

Entrepreneurs may rejoice
as a good marketing
gimmick clicks. Love and
care of family will help
you move ahead. Those embroiled in
a legal battle can face some anxious
moments. Money lent to someone
will be returned.

LOVE FOCUS: Lover is likely to do
something exceptional.

LUCKY NUMBER: 4 LUCKY COLOUR: Grey

LEO
JUL 23-AUG 23

- » Nothing can stop those
Q) aiming to achieve
- something specific. An
¥ exciting evening out is on
the cards and will prove enjoyable.
Some of you are likely to break free
and start living on your own.
LOVE FOCUS: You manage to catch the
eye of the one you secretly love.
LUCKY NUMBER: 9 LUCKY COLOUR:
Brown

SAGITTARIUS

NOV 23-DEC 21

A break in routine will
help recover vigour and
vitality. Wealth is likely to
come your way from an
unexpected source. Much respect
and adulation are in store on family
front.

LOVE FOCUS: A relationship is likely to
grow stronger.

LUCKY NUMBER: 7 LUCKY COLOUR:
Purple

TAURUS

APR 21-MAY 20

At -h A change in eating habits
BLlL | -_ is required. You will
Q)  remain comfortable with a
WEEEEY project or a task in hand.
Previous investments are likely to
give excellent results. Your popularity
is likely to soar on the social front.

LOVE FOCUS: Love life becomes many
shades better with your initiative.

LUCKY NUMBER: 18 LUCKY COLOUR:

VIRGO

AUG 24-5EP 23

An old ailment troubling
you is likely to disappear
soon. Chances of booking
a vehicle are on the cards
for some. Good returns are indicated
from property. Someone may be
sympathetic to your cause.

LOVE FOCUS: Chances are bright to set
out on a romantic journey!

LUCKY NUMBER: 5 LUCKY COLOUR:

CAPRICORN

DEC 22-JAN 21

A profitable deal is set to
1 get your cash registers
ringing. Those thinking of
a short vacation may need
to apply for leave right away. Good
performance on the academic front
may open new avenues for you.
LOVE FOCUS: Lover will have much to
share with you.

LUCKY NUMBER: 1 LUCKY COLOUR:

Silver Golden Magenta
GEMINI LIBRA (%UARIUS
MAY 21-JUN 21 SEP 24-0CT 23 JAN 22-FEB 19

Monetary help from an
:l]: unexpected source is

likely. A new job is likely

to appear on the horizon.
Your desire to visit a tourist
destination is likely to get fulfilled.
LOVE FOCUS: Lover will be more than
accommodating.
LUCKY NUMBER: 2 LUCKY COLOUR:
Cream

Sk You will give a good
f ) | account of yourself at
= == work. You will diffuse all
" tensions and make home a
happy place. Hard work and focus
pay off on the academic front.
LOVE FOCUS: Love life will pick up only
if you see lover’s point of view.
LUCKY NUMBER: 22 LUCKY COLOUR:
Dark Blue

 Following the advice of
. someone close is likely to
. make money grow. Much
" enjoyment is in store for
those planning a trip. It's possible to
buy property that fits the pocket.
LOVE FOCUS: A tiffis on the cards and
can continue for some time,

LUCKY NUMBER: 5 LUCKY COLOUR:
Orange

CANCER

JUN 22-JUL 22

4 » You will do your health a
@)~ great favour by dumping

% junkfood. A job offer may
WY come to you, but see all
the pros and cons before acting. An
enjoyable time is foreseen in the
company of your near and dear ones.

\i| LOVE FOCUS: Warring partners are

likely to kiss and make up.
LUCKY NUMBER: 1 LUCKY COLOUR:
Peach

SCORPIO

OCT 24-NOV 22

You can remain busy
organising something on
the family front. A social
obligation may waste your
time but will have to be undertaken.
Your no-nonsense attitude on the
academic front will benefit you
immensely.

LOVE FOCUS: Romantic endeavours
are likely to bear fruit and how!
LUCKY NUMBER: 6 LUCKY COLOUR: Red

:

PISCLES

FEB 20-MAR 20

 This is the best time to
' change tracks on the
| career front, but plan well.
A golden opportunity to
travel overseas may COIMc Lo some.
An immovable asset may come to you
by way of inheritance or gift.

LOVE FOCUS: A situation can force you
to keep romance on the back burner.
LUCKY NUMBER: 5 LUCKY COLOUR:
Yellow




Mixer Grinder

We're not the ones
recommending a
Philips Mixer Grinder.
Sangeeta Is.
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Powerful motor with fast blend

The mixer is very powerful. The 1000 W

motor blends and grinds the items very fast.

The noise level is low and it doesn't wobble &

while running. The build quality is sturdy % | L YWIN

d look d and fit tightly and .
doesn't cause leak. Also, it comes with 5 . CASHBACK

years warranty on motor. | UPTO

PHILIPS
Powder Pro V000A

70 lakh Indian homes love a Philips Mixer Grinder.
What are you waiting for?

Scan to shop

0 Modern Lump-free 9 5 Year motor @ jestedion 213 j) Tolkfree no Available in all leadi
design grinding warranty parameters 3) ) : valiable In all ileading
1800 572 1800 appliance stores

ﬂ @philipshomelivingindia @ @philipshomelivingindia o @smartcookingbyphilips @ www.domesticappliances.philips.co.in




Independence Da;;
exclusive benefits from Kiz

Movement that inspires

Enjoy the freedom to take on the roads in your favorite Kia. Make the most of this Independence Day
by availing exclusive benefits on Kia cars. Visit your nearest dealership today.

Exclusive ownership benefits

Exchange & Loyalty Benefits’ Extended Warranty™ Additional Benefits”
up 1060 000 up to 5 years up 060 000
(On Seltos) (On Seltos and Carens) (On Seltos, Sonet and Carens)

@

Hassle-free s (\6 = gj
exchange N K/ | .
e ew car with old Car evaluation Best price Hassle-free Complete assurance
Services EMI#- packaged exchange at your for your transfer of your car going into
deal on your new car convenience old car of ownership the right hands

Additional benefits for select corporates (consumer, accessory, extended warranty and maintenance package benefits).
Kia cars are now available through Canteen Stores Department (CSD) & Kendriya Police Kalyan Bhandar (KPKB).

For more information, visit our dealership or contact:
1800 108 5000 ‘ e 093195 91407 ‘ www.kia.com/in I G} Book Kia !.«) ‘ kiacare@kiaindia.net ‘ L ook for "Kia India" @f @ n X

Terms & condition apply. "Exchange and loyalty benefits is a split of 240 000 exchange benefit and loyalty benefit up to 220 000 for existing Kia customers. *Depending on the old car age & quality, old car price to be
considered as down payment. Balance will be converted into EMI for full tfenure, combined with finance & insurance benefits. "*Limited period offer. Applicable on all trims of Seltos and select trims of Carens. 3 years
standard warranty and 2 years extended warranty. “Additional benefit amount is for highest variant and same may vary from model to model. The product shown is for representation purposes only. Actual features, colors,
and specifications may not be part of standard fitment and may vary. Kia India Pvt. Ltd. reserves the right to make any changes with respect to the trims, colors, specifications, and other details of any model as mentioned
or to modify/discontinue any offer/scheme/service without prior notice. These are meant to keep you safe on the roads. Visit your nearest Kia dealership for more details. Kia urges you to follow traffic rules.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: DELHI: Frontier Kia, Safdarjung, Ph: 9873943152 Lohia Kia, Peeragarhi, Ph: 8929300642, Wazirpur, Ph: 8929200845 Jayanti Motors, Lajpat Nagar, Ph:
7290070428, Mathura Road, Ph: 7290027386 Jayanti Kia, Okhla, Ph: 8800040532 Allied Kia, Connaught Place, Ph: 8047363017 Ritu Kia, Mayapuri, Ph: 7419798999 Speedingo Kia,
Patparganj Industrial Area, Ph: 9555125125 Speedingo Kia, Dilshad Garden, Ph: 9910100777 Automotive Kia, Dwarka, Sector 20, Ph: 8142919919 Speedingo Kia, Gokulpuri, Ph:
9555289289 Sparsh Kia, Moti Nagar, Ph: 7428380700 Lohia Kia, Rohini, Ph: 8929247777, 8929200803 GURGAON: Frontier KIA, M.G. Road, Ph: 7948222082 Frontier Kia, Golf Course
Road, Ph: 7941057063 ASB Automobiles, Golf Course Extn. Road, Ph: 8800185551 Dhingra Motors, Old Gurgaon, Ph: 8929275366 Allied Motors, Sohna Road, Ph: 9899486666
FARIDABAD: Dhingra Motors, Badhkal Chowk, Ph: 8743900045 PALWAL.: Saluja Kia, Near Huda Chowk, Pappan Plaza, Ph: 7056661800 NOIDA: Allied Motors, Sector 6, Ph: 9899476666
Lohia Kia, Sector 63, Ph: 8929300525 GREATER NOIDA: NRL Kia, B-1, Surajpur, Ph: 8929484657 GHAZIABAD: ASB Automobiles, Sahibabad, Ph: 8505935555, Ghaziabad, Ph: 8505815555




