Southern states
lead in heart
transplants

k_)uuthern states lead in
heart transplants, ac-
cording to data shared by
the National Organ and Tis-
sue Transplant Organisa-
tion. In 2023, 221 hearttrans-
plants were carried out
across India. Data shows
that a maximum of 70 were
carried out in Tamil Nadu,
followed by Karnataka (35)
and Maharashtra(33). P5

Tribal woman killed
in Maoist IED blast

_\27-},-'E:ar-n1d tribal wom-
"Aan was killed in a
Maoist IED explosion in
Chhattisgarh’s Sukma dis-
trict Sunday, aday after Nax-
als had apologised for the
death of two minors in IED
blasts. Six civilians have
been Killed and nine injured
in Maoist IED blasts in Bas-
tardivision this vear. tnn

CM: Grand Mysuru
Dasara from Oct 3

( “hief minister Siddara-
~maiah has announced
grand plans for Mysuru
Dasara festival, aiming for
a large-scale celebration
from Oct 31012, following a
vear of subdued festivities
duetodrought. The CM said
his govt will allocate neces-
sary funds toensurealarge-
scale celebration. P4

Fgn tourist traffic

up, forex nos grow

( )ver 40 lakh foreign tou-

rists have visited India
from Jan to May this vear as
compared to37.3lakhduring
the same period last year; a
vear-on-vear growth of 9.1%.
Foreign exchange earnings
for the same period were Rs1
lakh crore compared to Rs
88,441 crore last vear. Flapopp

OPD, Surgeries
Hit As Docs Ask
For CBI Inquiry

New Delhi: Govt hospitals
across the country on Monday
experienced significant dis-
ruptions in outpatient servi-
cesand routine surgeriesasre-
sident doctors staged protests
against the rape and murder
of adoctor at R G Kar Medical

k- EDIT PAGE: How Unsafe
Are Our Hospitals

Photo: PTI

INCLUDES 4 PAGES OF BANGALORE TIMES

Wrestler Vinesh Phogat is expected to
return to Delhi from Paris Oly village on
Tuesday, the same day ad hoc division of
CAS will announce its decision on her
plea that she be given a silver medal

An 11-year-old girl and her mother
stabbed at the busy Leicester Square
in central London. Police arrest the
attacker, say there is no indication
that stabbing is terror-related, P 16

GRGAH DGHATIDH DA‘I’

US defence secretary Lloyd Austin has ordered
deployment of a guided missile submarine to

West Asia, says Pentagon, as the region braces
for possible attacks by Iran & allies after killing
of Hamas and Hezbollah senior members, P 16

Stir in govt hosps across
country against Kol rape

OFFICER CLAIMED SI.IIGIIJE BY DOC

» Police have summoned

an assistant superintendent
who had allegedly called slain
PG trainee doctor's family
and informed them that their
daughter had ‘died by suicide’

» Doc's father had said
Sunday the officer was the
first to call them Aug 9, the
day the trainee doctor was
found dead in hosp

» Family also claimed that
their 31-year-old daughter

Doctors prnte':’r uuta:de RG Har )
Hosp in Kolkata on Monday

had been under ‘mental
pressure’ and that they
suspected an ‘insider role’

College and Hospital in Kolka-
ta. Hospitals in Delhi and Kol-
kata were most affected as the
two cities emerged as the epi-
centres of the protest.

The doctors have deman-
ded a CBI inquiry and urgent
implementation of a central
law to prevent violence aga-
inst healthcare workers. Tun

» More hosps may join, P 6

RG Kar principal quits,
gets another posting

yG Kar principal Sandip :
\ Ghosh resigned Monday :
after accusations of covering :
However, :
Ghosh was reassigned as the
principal of Calcutta Natio-
nal Medical College withinfo- :

up the incident.

ur hours of resigning. P6

Finish probe by Sun,

Mamata tells police

yengal CM Mamata Baner-

Jjee told police to finish the
probe by Sunday failing
which the probe would be han-
ded over to CBIL She gave the
ultimatum after meeting the
doctor’s parents at their home
amid widespread protests. P6

Hasina’s prolonged Stay in India won't
hurt our ties with Delhi: Bangladesh

Quitting of officials close to Hasina legal: Yunus

;\1 uhammad Yunus, head of Bangladesh’s interim govt, said
Monday the high-profile resignations of authorities close

AKM Moinuddin
& Sachin Parashar

Dhaka/New Delhi: Bangla-
desh’s ties with India under
the stewardship of the new
interim govt in Dhaka won't
be affected even if deposed
PM Sheikh Hasina remains
New Delhi’s guest for an ex-
tended period of time, foreign
affairs adviser Md Touhid
Hossain said Monday. His re-
marks can give the beleague-
red Awami League chief so-
me breathing space and be se-
en as reassuring for India.
Hasina wasinitially under-
stood to have sought refuge in
India “only for the moment”.

I":.E‘n'"

to Sheikh Hasina are legal after student leaders issued ultima-
I tums for them to quit.

“Legally ... all steps were ta-

Yunus said. The country’s chief justice, five
justices and central bank governor have all resigned
in the past few {lays. Yunus also said the country had
experienced a “student-led l*L‘n-foI.tItiﬂI"I adding , *

1 respect you (students) , I admire you”.

On Tue-qua:;

‘funus will hold a meeting with representatives of minority com-
munities following attacks, especially against Hindus. P16

“Bilateral relations are a
much larger issue. Friendship
is based on mutual interest,”
Hossain said. “We will alwa-
ys strive to maintain our go-
od relations (with India),”

he said after meeting foreign
diplomats in Dhaka to brief
them about the situation and
efforts torestore law and order.

P Reassuring for India, P 16

Retail inflation
in July at 5-yr
low of 3.5%

ed by amoderation in pri-

.ces of vegetables, fruits
and spices and the impact
of a statistical high-base
effect, retail inflation in In-
dia softened to 3.5% — ane-
ar 5-year low — in July
bringing much-needed reli-
ef from stubborn price
pressures witnessed in the
past few months.

“We expect inflation to
ease and average 4.5% thisfi-
scal mostly due to softer food
prices. This should allow
REI to begin cutting (rates)
earliest by Oct,” said D K Jos-
hi, Crisil’s chief economist.

Separate data showed in-
dustrial output growth, as
measured by Index of Ind-
ustrial Production (ITP), mo-
derated to a fiveemonth low
of 4.2% in June from the se-
ven-month highof 6.2%.P15

‘Ist priority is to
ensure AAP wins
assembly polls’

New Delhi: Former Delhi
deputy CM Manish Siso-
dia said on Monday that his
first priority was ensuring
AAP wins the upcoming
state assembly polls, irre-

spective of the a e
2w

responsibili-

tiesassignedto = .
him by the par- )

ty, reports

Atul Mathur.

In his first interview af-
ter his release on bail from
Tihar, where he spent 17
months asanaccused in the
case of alleged irregulari-
ties in formulation and im-
plementation of the now-re-
scinded excise policy andon
money laundering charges,
Sisodia told TOI that it was
for the party to collectively
decide if his utility was
more in govt or party. P12

INDIA'S LARGEST ENGLISH NEWSPAPER

Ex-1SI chief Lt Gen Faiz Hameed (retd) has X
been taken into military custody & field court A% .&"
martial proceedings initiated against him
over allegations of corruption & misuse of

Govt to bring fresh

broadcast bill draft
after consultations

Deadline For
Suggestions
Pushed To Oct 15

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The informa-
tion and broadeasting mini-
stryv Monday extended the
deadline for comments and
suggestions onthedraft Bro-
adcasting Services (Regula-
tion) Bill till Oct 15 and said
it would issue arevised draft
based on consultations that
began last Now.

The statement from the
ministry, posted on its X
handle, on the contentious set
of proposals came amid re-
ports that the draft was being
withdrawn and that it had as-
ked all stakeholders toreturn
physical copies given to them
between July 24 and 25.

Sources in the ministry

1°" DRAFT CAME IN NOV

Ministry is holding a

series of consultations
with stakeholders on draft
bill. Additional time is being
provided to solicit comments
till Oct 15, 2024. Fresh draft
will be published after
detailed consultations

~=|&B ministry on X

> A draft was first placed for
comments last Nov

> Bill aims to overhaul rules

governing broadcasting
services. Has raised concerns
over treating independent

news creators as broadcasters

denied any such move and sa-
id there would be further con-
sultations on the bill.

The draft was placed for
comments last Novand multi-
ple suggestions were received
from stakeholders, including
associations, ministry said,
adding that a series of consul-
tations was being held.

Bharti acquires 24.5% of
UK’s BT Grp in $4bn deal

New Delhi: Bharti Global,
the international investment
arm of Bharti Enterprises, on
Monday announced the acqu-
isition of a 24.5% stake in ico-
nic BT Group ple from Altice
UK, which will make it the lar-
gest shareholder in the com-
pany that once owned 21% in
Bharti Airtel.

Bharti has already acqui-
red 9.9% in the UK's top fixed
and mobile communications
provider through a market de-
al. Basedon BT scurrent mar-
ket value, entire transaction
— which is subject to regula-
tory approvals, including se-
curity clearance — 1s estima-
ted at $4 billion. The deal adds

FULL CIRCLE

> Once BT deal transaction
is complete, Bharti will

' own a bigger stake than

Deutsche Telekom's 12%

| > Bharti's BT deal is its 1st big
| foray into a developed country

- market. lronically, BT Grp once

| owned 21% in Bharti Airtel

to the list of marquee British
firms and brands acquired by
Indian entities, including Ja-
guar Land Rover, Corus and
Tetley by Tata, BSA by Ma-
hindra Group and Hamleys
by Reliance Brands. taw

»Long term investors, P 15
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RSS, BJP netas
in 5-hr huddle
over selection
of party chief

New Delhi: Senior BJP me-
bers have held detailed con-
sultations on the party’s fu-
ture course and who should
succeed J P Nadda whose
extended tenure as presi-
dent has also ended, re-
ports Akhilesh Singh.
Although details of the
five-hour meeting held at
theresidence of defence mi-
nister Rajnath Singh on
Sunday were not available,
sources said there was a
thorough discussion on
whoshould be the next wor-
king president or the full-ti-
me president in view of the
looming assembly polls.
Besides Singh, home mi-
nister Amit Shah and BJP ge-
neral secretary (organisa-
tion) B L Santhosh attended
thedeliberations. RSS was re-
presented by its number two,
ceneral secretary Dattatreva
Hosabale, and joint general
secretary Arun Kumar taw

»RSS consent vital, P 12

7 die, 16 injured
in stampede
at Bihar temple

Patna: At least seven peo-
ple, including six women,
were killed Monday and 16
injured in a stampede at Ba-
ba Siddheshwar Nath Temp-
le in Bihar's Jehanabad, re-
poris Sheezan Nezami.
Locals said a clash bet-
ween a flower vendor and a
group of kanwariyas near
the temple on Barabar Hills
sparked the stampedealittle
past midnight amid large
crowds on Shrawan’s fourth
Monday. Jehanabad district
magisirate denied allega-
tions of police lathicharge.

»Manhunt launched, P 11
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The new Mercedes-Benz CLE Cabriolet.

A limited-period online exclusive at

Q mercedes-benz.co.in

Mercedes-Benz

Sundaram Motors: Whitefield, Kasturba Road: Tel: 0-9686456215, SUMMIT Mary Hill, Mangaluru; Tel; 0-9008442155 (CIN: U35923TN2017PTC119549) | Akshaya Motors: Mysore Road: Tel: 0-9108535297, Koramangala: Tel: D-9108535484,
Mysuru; Tel: 0-9019455055 (CIN: U34300KAI1998PTC023605)

Mercedes-Benz India Pvt. Ltd. (CIN: U34102PN1994PTCO83160) Toll Free no.: 0008000501888, Email: cs.ind@cac.mercedes-benz.com, Website: mercedes-benz.co.in

Accessories, colors and fitments shown may not be a part of standard specifications. For technical specification of the model available in India, please refer to the product brochure or contact the nearest Mercedes-Benz Franchise Partner.
The Mercedes-Benz CLE Cabriolet meets Bharat Stage VI equivalent emission norms. Terms and Conditions apply.
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RAIN & PAIN Primary School And ORR Stretches Flooded | Traffic Crawls Across City

Morning mayhem: Tree falls on 4 school
kids & two parents; roads turn cesspools

Pics: Chetan Shivakumar & Syed Asif

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Flooded roads,
inundated underpasses and
fallen trees ... the pre-dawn
downpour left a trail of dest-
ruction across Bengaluru
Monday, leaving school-go-
ing children traumatised
and office-goers stuck at se-
veral places,

Six people, including four
children, sustained injuries
after atreefell on them in Jai
Bharath Nagar in east Beng-
aluru in the morning. The
children wereon theirway to
school when the accident oc-
curred. Two were travelling
on a motorcycle with their
father, while the other two
were walking with their mot-
her. Theadultssustained gri-
evous injuries.

All the injured were rus-
hed to a private hospital. So-
urces said the children, aged
7,10, 12, and 13, sustained mi-
nor injuries and are stable.
The father, 37, is under ICU
care, and the mother, 45, suf-
fered a femoral fracture and
will undergo surgery.

“A huge tree uprooted and
blocked Tharalabalu Road in
RT Nagar before dawn. Traffic
police arrived at 9am to regu-
late traffic movement hut
BBMP officials were nowhere
tobe seen,” a local told TOLL

Hurdles onroads

Traffic jams on roads made li-
fe miserable for students
across the city “The school

bus was late by 30 minutes as it
was stuck on the Quter Ring
Road. The children reached
late for classes,” said a pa-
rent of a student in a Marat-
hahalli school.

Hebbal, Nagawara, Elec-
tronics City, Sarjapur, Whi-
tefield, Tubarahalli Road,
Jayanagar 1st and 2nd
Blocks, Ravasandra Main
Road, Bommanahalli, So-
nesta Silver Oak Apartment
at Horamavu, and Seshadri-
puram were among the
worst-hit areas.

A video of the road in
front of Manyata Tech Park,
inundated with water aro-
und 6am guickly went viral
on social media platforms,
sparking outrage among ne-
tizens, Sunder Neelakan-
tha, an employee of Manya-
ta Tech Park, had to drive
through the waterlogged
streets from Hebbal to reach
his office. “There’s already
so much construction work
happening in Hebbal, and
traffic is a nightmare, Now,
with this waterlogging, it's
like we're cursed,” Neela-
kantha told TOL.

Srinivas Alavilli, an ur-
ban expert, said BEMP sho-
uld stop resorting to quick-
fixes to treat the city’s major
problems. “There is heavy
concretisation, unplanned
approval of construction
projects, and encroachment
of stormwater drains. This
needs to be handled better,”
Alavillisaid.

BLAME IT ON CLOGGED DRAINS

A traffic police officer said
[\ whenever it rains,
waterlogging at multiple
locations along the ORR stretch
between Hebbal and
Nagawara, becomes a commaon
occurrence. “The primary
cause of this rainwater
inundation is obstruction of the
drainage system. The
accumulation of waste,
particularly large quantities of
plastic, hinders the flow of
rainwater. Construction debris

Min: DCs told to temporarily shift
people living in high-altitude areas

b Continued from page 1

1 } evenue minister Krishna
“_Byvre Gowda, following a
meeting with revenue depart-
ment and disaster manage-
ment officials, said: “On ac-
count of the alerts sounded by
IMD, we have already spoken
tothe districtadministrations
in these regions regarding
precautionary measures.”

The Krishna basin dis-
tricts are expected to receive
heavy rainfall between Aun-
eust 16 and August 20.

Byregowda stressed the
need foreffective coordination
with water resources depart-
ment officials to manage ris-
ing water levels in areas that
have already been affected by
recent flash floods.

“1 have instructed the dis-
trict administrations to en-
sure that waterisreleasedcon-
sistently instead of allowing
excess storage and forcing a
heavy release once the catch-
ment areas are flooded,” he

Rainwater entered houses near Hennur Bande Road in east Bengaluru
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said. Gowda also directed dis-
trict commissioners to “tem-
porarily move” residents liv-
ing in high-altitude areas that

are vulnerable to landslides or

those residing near mountain-
ousregions.

He said the entire state,
except parts of Yadgir and
Bidar, has experienced ex-
cess rainfall ranging be-
tween 1% and 30% this vear.

Headded that with another
month-and-a-half of south-
west monsoon still to go, the
prospects look bright now for
agriculture in the state. Gow-
da said 80,000 hectares of agri-
cultural and horticultural
land have suffered losses due
to excessive rain. Though he
gaid such loss is still minimal
compared to the damage suf-
fered in previous vears.

frominfrastructure works have
also contributed to clogging of
the drainage to acertain
extent. Apart from
waterlogging on the road, the
presence of potholes further
impedes the smooth flow of
traffic. Motorists are facing
difficulties while using the
service road beneath Hebbal
flyover. There is an urgent need
forroad repairs to facilitate
better traffic movementinthe
area,” he added.

Panathur

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Balagere Main
Road scything through Panat-
hur in east Bengaluru turned
into a waterway Monday,

A photograph of the road
in knee-deep water captured
by a resident from a rooftop,
gave the stretch the look of a
serpentine riverway and it so-
on went viral on social media,
eliciting mixed reactions. Ne-
tizens smelt an opportunity
and someone morphed the
picture by adding two boats,
giving the road a Venetian lo-
ok. Residents commented on
the post, comparing the scene
tolocationssuchas: “World to-
ur on Balagere road”, “Kerala
backwaters”, *River through
cities like Europe”, “New Ve-
nice” and “Ttaly,”

The Balagere stretch till
Panathur was waterlogged
since earlyv-morning hours
and mostresidents workingin
the IT sector preferred to work
from home. The water drai-
ned out by 11am.

Sheethal Kulkarni, a resi-
dent of Prakruthi Enclave, sa-
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ANKLE-DEEP WATER IN SCHOOL

t Siddapura near Lalbagh, students walking
into the govt primary school were in for a
shock. The five classrooms, toilets, and teachers’
room were filled with ankle-deep water and slush.
It took close to three hours for the students
4 and teachers to flush out water from classrooms.
Students used buckets, brooms, mops, and
everything available to get the classrooms toa
habitable condition. Learning began only at 11am,
by which time, the students were tired.
: “The pit for the toilet is small and gets filled
every two months, Cleaning them so frequently
is expensive. With every rain, it gets full, and the
water comes out in reverse and fills the room.
We are short of money to do any correction
work,” said a teacher. The school has 175 students

CLEAN MISSION: Children and teachers flush
out rainwater and dirt from the classroom of
Government Primary School, Siddapura, after
heavy rain late Sunday night. Water got into
all the five classrooms and toilets

crossing the main road under the Metro pillar on Mysuru Road Monday
morning; (R) A tree came crashing down near a playground in Siddapura;
(Below) People struggle to wade through the underpass at Jayadeva flyover

h_\'“

Vehicular movement from Nayandahalli
flyover to Kempegowda Circle took a hit due to
waterlogging at Kempegowda Circle

RIVERWAY? Balagere Main Road (R)

The mnrphe photo doing the rounds

id: “'We woke up to a river-like
scene outside our apartment.
Almost all IT employees wor-
ked from home and none of us
took vehicles out. Hence, traf-
fic near 5-Cross and railway
underpass was less. Yet, scho-
ol buses were stuck early in
the morning and took almost
one hour to cross Panathur
and Balagere stretch.”

Due to the ongoing RUB
work at S-Cross, a few cars got
stuck as the road had become

slippery. A resident travelling
to Panathur Dine, a road adja-
cent to the railway underpass
towards Balagere, said: “Itloo-
ked like there was clay on the
road. My car got stuck and [
managed to get itmoving with
help from seven people. Eva-
ding potholes, water-filled ca-
mouflaged drains, balancing
on slippery roads, saving our-
selves from speeding tankers
and getting past 5-Cross safely
was a Herculean task."”

UNDERPASSES

7 ey underpasses across

[' the city, including
Jayadeva underpass,

Panathur railway underpass,
Varthur Kodi Road,
Bannerghatta Road and
Adugodi Road saw major
waterlogging.

Traffic police at Hebbal,
Outer Ring Road and Bellandur
were seen manually clearing
drains clogged with garbage.
Accordingto Karnataka State
Natural Disaster Monitoring
Centre, Kodigehalli received
61.5mm of rain, followed by VV
Puram (57.5mm), Vidyapeeta
(56mm), Yelahanka (49mm),

GO UNDER WATER

and Bellandur (22mm).

Deputy CM DK Shivakumar
inspected the rain-affected
areas at Yogeshwara Nagar
near Hebbal, Nagawara
Junction, HBR Layout 5th Block,
Silk Board, and Jayadeva
Junction. He directed officials
to address the damage
immediately and maintain
infrastructure.

BS Prahalad, the
engineer-in-chief, BBMP, said:
“We're workingd to resolve
theseissues. Asacity with
varied terrain, water flows
downward, which contributes
to these challenges.”

Garment salesman sues hospital K3 BBMP, cops told to stay

after botched surgery, wins I5L

Vindhya.Pabolu@timesofindia.com

As he couldn't lift his right leg or walk after

“THERE'C NO
(RELLING
MICTAKE /
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Bengaluru: Thehigh courthasdi-
rected the authorities, including

Tives NEws NETWORK

~ vigilant on illegal flexes

9.7k hoardings
removed in city

Bengaluru: A garment salesman
underwent a spinal surgery at
Bangalore Medical College and Re-
search Institute (BMCRI) Super-
speciality Hospital following inju-
ries he had sustained after falling
from his moped. However, he conti-
nued to suffer extensive pain. On le-
arning that the source of his pain
was improper tightening of screws
during the surgery, the salesman
approached a consumer court,
which recently held the doctor guil-

&

IS KING

The commission ordered the ho-
spital. Dr Balaji Pai, then professor
and head of the departmentof neu-
rosurgery, and the govt to pay the
man Rs 5 lakh as global compensa-
tion for the doctor’s negligence.

Reddy Balraj, who works as a
garment salesman at a Shivajina-
gar outlet, was delivering goods on
Jan 14, 2014 on his moped when he
fell and hurt his back. He initially
took atablet for back pain, butwhen
it did not subside, he went for an
MRI scan. It was suggested he un-
dergo an operation as his disk bone

an operation, Reddy Balraj visited a private
hospital, where he was told the surgery
wasn't done properly and the screws were
wrongly tightened on his muscles

was broken. The Thattagupperesi-
dent underwent surgery at the
hands of Dr Pai at BMCRI hospi-
tal, also known as PMSSY hospi-
tal, on Sept 7, 2014, and was shifted
tothelCUforfivedays. He wentho-
me thinkingeverything was resol-
ved, but the problem resurfaced.
After a week, Balraj felt there was
noaction in hisright leg. When he
returned to the same doctor, he
was advised to take follow-up tre-
atment and do some physiothera-
pyvexercisesforl3days, whichalso
didn’t provide any relief. Later,
Pai suggested he undergo plastic
surgery, which Balraj declined.

Since the pain persisted and he
couldn’t lift his right leg or walk,
Balraj visited a private hospital,
where he was told the previous sur-
gery wasn't done properly and the
screws were wrongly tightened on
his muscles.

Balraj filed a complaint with
Karnataka State Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commission.
While the govt and the hospital re-

mained ex-parte, Dr Pai appeared
and submitted that Balraj had ma-
de allegations with the sole objec-
tive of falsely levyingacharge. He
further stated that Transforami-
nal Lumbar Interbody Fusion was
a standard procedure performed
on Balra] with exceptional care
and caution, and the outcome was
very successful.

After reviewing the documents,
hearing arguments from both si-
des, and considering the opinion of
a few other specialist doctors who
had examined Balraj, the commis-
sion held thatthe surgery hadn’t be-
en done properly by Dr Pai and be-
cause of his negligence, the comp-
lainant had suffered a loss.

The commission asked the re-
spondents to pav Balraj Rs 5 lakh
as compensation within a month
of the order. If they fail to do so,
they will have to pay the amount
alongside 8% interest from the da-
te of default until realisation. Bal-
raj has also been awarded Rs
25,000 as litigation cost.

6.5k libraries in
villages soon

Bengaluru: The govt Monday
announced the setting up of
6,599 new rural libraries at a
costof Rs 254 crore.

An announcement to this
effect was made by CM Sidda-
-amaiah onthe occasion of Li-
brarians’ Day Currently, the-
re are 5,895 libraries in gram
panchayats across the state.
These includes 819 disabled-
friendly libraries.

The CM said, “Every vil-
lage should have libraries
andchildren should be enrol-
led in them, It is crucial for
our vouth to take advantage
of theseresources.”

Under the govt’s ‘Oduva Be-
laku’ campaign, 48.51akh child-
ren have registered with gram
panchavats in the state. Tan

BBMP and city police, to continue
their drive against unauthorized
hoardings and flexes and ensure
they don’'t come up during the
MOnsoon season.

A division bench comprising
Chief Justice NV Anjaria and Jus-
tice KV Aravind issued the direc-
tion recently while adjourning the
hearing on a batch of PILs on the
issueuntil the last week of Sept.

The bench emphasized that the
authorities should not become
complacent in their duty to moni-
tor and prevent illegal hoardings
and flexes and ensure the safety of
pedestrians and vehicular traffic
during the monsoon season.

“The competent authorities
shall continue to monitor flexes to
ensure that they do not pose dang-
ertothe life of the people, especial-
Iy in monsoon season... If any ma-
jor lapse on the part of the city cor-
poration or police dept is noticed
in this regard, it is open for any of
the petitioners to file an appropri-
ate application to draw the atten-
tion of the court,” the bench said.

The court also noted that the is-
sueof controlling and preventingil-
legal flexes and advertisements in
areas other than Bengaluru will be
addressed at subsequent hearings.

BBMP chief commissioner Tushar
Giri Nath stated that a total of
9,761 illegal flexes, banner, LEDs,
hoardings have been removed
and FIRs lodged in 154 cases
acrossall zones in the city with Rs
3,09,400 penalty imposed.

As many as 196 enforcement
teams have been formed and
orders served against 277
printing presses for printing
flexes and banners without
permission, he saidin his
affidavit submitted to the high
court. According to him, three
printing pressesin the
Mahadevapura zone and one in
Rajarajeshwari Nagar zone
were raided and about 4 kg of
materials seized from the
latter's premises.

Ramesh Chandra, an advocate
for the petitioner in one of the PILs,
submitted that there has been a de-
cline in the number of illegal hoar-
dings following the initiation of the
proceedings by the court.

Additional advocate general
Prathima Honnapura informed
the court that EEMP is in the pro-
cess of bringing by-laws (BBMP
Advertisement By-laws 2024),

- Metro services
~ to be curtailed
. on Green Line

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: To facilitate
signalling-related tests from
Nagasandra to Madavara,
BMRCL announced a curta-
ilment in Metro services on
the Green Line from Peenva
Industry to Nagasandra sta-
tions from Aug13-15.

On Tuesday. the last tra-
in service will operate at
10pm instead of 1lpm. On
Aug 14 and 15, the morning
train service will commen-
ce at bam instead of 5am.

“Last train from Naga-
sandra on Aug 13 and 14 will
be at 10pm instead of
11:05pm... The last train from
Peenya Industry to Silk In-
stitute Metro Station on Aug
13and 14 willbeat 11:12pm, " a
press note said.

Paper tickets

In the backdrop of the Lal-
bagh Horticultural Flower
Show, Namma Metro will
ofter flat Rs 30 return jour-
ney paper tickets, purcha-
sable at Lalbagh Metro Sta-
tion from 10am to 8pm on
Aug 15,17, and 18. These pa-
per tickets will be valid for
travel from Lalbagh station
to any other Metro station
ontheday of purchase,
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‘Fellow Player’
Contacted Him
Over Telegram

Chaithanya.Swamy
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: A class 10 stu-
dent addicted to playing ga-
mes on his mother’'s phone
ended uplosing Rs1.51akh to
acybercrook whoused an in-
genious way to trick him.
The boy'smother, Nirma-
la (name changed), a domes-
tic help living on BTS Main
Road in Wilson Garden, filed
a complaint with police see-
king help in recovering her
hard-earned money, She had
saved it to lease a house.

ZSCLICKBAIT

The fraud came to light
when Nirmala visited Cana-
ra Bank in Hombegowdana-
gar, Wilson Garden, on Aug?7,
to transfer money to one of
her relatives, whose house
shewanted tolease.

The bank officials infor-
med her shedidn’t have suffi-
cient balance to transfer the
money she had mentioned
on the challan. Nirmala was
shocked as she thought she
had Rs 5 lakh balance in her
account. However, the offici-
als informed her Rs 1.5 lakh
was ftransferred from her
bank account to different
UPIIDsfrom AugdtoT,

She returned home and
asked her son Arva if he had
transferred money to any
UPT ID, as he alone uses her
phone fo play games. Arya
told her he was playing a ga-

Crook tricks kid playin
on mobile, extorts 71.5L

ORNAMENTS STOLEN FROM CA’s HOUSE

Bengaluru: A 57-year-old
chartered accountant and his
family were shocked tofind
platinum, diamond, and gold
ornaments missing from the
wardrobe on the first floor of
their villain Kannuru village.

The family suspects
thieves bargedinthrougha
window and stole the
ornaments, weighing around
350 grams and worth more
thanRs 20 lakh. Acomplaint
has been filed by Ramesh
Subbarao, CA for five firms
who has beenlivingin
Alanovillein athree-storeyed
villasince 2020.

Ramesh's wife’s
ornaments had been keptin
the wardrobe inaroomonthe
firstfloor. The wife and
daughter last saw the
ornaments around 11pmon
Aug8. The next morning,
around 4.30am, Ramesh's
wife found the window open
from outside. She assumed

me named ‘Free Fire' on her
phone on the evening of Aug
4 when he received a messa-
geon Telegram from an unk-
nown number with the acco-
unt name ‘King Bhai Jaan'.
He said Jaan was also partof
the game he was playing and
had found that there was Rs5
lakh balance in the bank ac-
count. Jaan demanded Arva
transfer some money to his
account. When Arva refused
to do so, Jaan warned him
that he would siphon off the
entire Rs 5 lakh if he didn’t
transfer part of it.

After exchanging some
more messages, Arvaagreed
to transfer the money. The
miscreant sent him a QR co-

that someone had opened the
door toclean the room. Later
inthe night, around 11.30pm,
when the wife and daughter
went to take the ornaments,
the wardrobe was openand
the ornaments missing.
Acase has been
registered under BNS Section
305 (theftina dwelling house
or means of transportation or
place of worship). An
Investigationinon. Tun

de and asked him to transfer
Rs 1,299. Later, the person
hlackmailed him using ma-
ny tricks, and ended up chea-
tinghimof Rsl.51lakhinall.

Bank officials helped
Nirmala call 1930 and comp-
lain about the fraud. Later,
they guided her to the cops.
“We registered a case under
the Information Technolo-
gy Act on Saturday We su-
spect Arya engaged in bet-
ting within the game and
lost money. But we're yet to
confirm it. If he has told the
truth to his mother, then we
must find out how the cyber-
crook got to know her bank
account balance,” a senior
police officer said.

K'TAKA INSTITUTIONS MAKE IT TO NIRF’S TOP 100 LISTS

in the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) 2024 released Monday, Karnataka made its presence

felt, with a number of institutions from the state featuring in the top 100 in various categories. Bengaluru's
Indian Institute of Science (l1Sc) led the way, ranking second overall and first in the universities categury

OVERALL
lISc, Bengaluru | 2

Manipal Academy of Higher
Education | 14

JSS Academy of Higher Education | 36

National Institute of Technology-
Karnataka, Surathkal | 46
Mysore University | 86

Christ University | 90

ENGINEERING

-~ NITK, Surathkal | 17
p{(e} Manipal Institute of
-y ;“’ °  Technology | 56

University | 69

international Institute of Information
Technology Bangalore | 74

MS Ramaiah Institute of Technology | 79

Christ University | 93

Jain University, Bengaluru | 95

RV College of Engineering | 99
Siddaganga Institute of Technology |

A Visvesvaraya Technological

COLLEGES
St Joseph's College of
Commerce | 55
St Aloysius College | 58
Kristu .
Jayanti AN
College @
| 60 :
| MS Ramaiah
College of Arts, Science
& Commerce | 87
MEDICAL MANAGEMENT
National Institute of Indian Institute of
Mental Health and _ Management-
| Neurosciences, & Bangalore | 2
Bengaluru | 4 &8 TAPai
Kasturba Medical - Management
College, Manipal | 9 Institute,
St John's Medical College | 28 Manipal | 58
Kasturba Medical College, Christ University | 60
Mangaluru | 33 Alliance University
J55 Medical College, Mysuru | 39 |71
100 | MS Ramaiah Medical College | 46 Jain University | 477

LAW

National Law
School of India
University | 1
Christ University
| 15

Alliance University | 18

AGRICULTURE
University of
Agricultural
Sciences,
Bengaluru

| 11

UAS, Dharwad | 24

STATE PUBLIC
UNIVERSITY

Mysore

University | 19

VTU | 22

Bangalore
University | 24
UAS, Bengaluru | 44

: pegowda International Air-

- Flyers demand separate shoe
trays at KIA security check-ln

Yashaswini.5ri
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: A flyver at Kem-

port (KIA) on Monday raised
serious concerns over hygie-
ne and called for dedicated
trays for placing shoes at air-
port security check-in.
Usingthehashtag#Hygie-
neMattersBIAL, Anand Ni-
chani, MD of Magniflex In-
dia, posted on X: “The same
trays that carrv our muddy
shoes are used for our perso-
nal items at airport security!
This is NOT okay! @BLRAIr-
port, it's time to make dedica-
ted trays for shoes MANDA-
TORY for a cleaner & more
pleasant experience for eve-
ryone! Who's with me? (sic)”
Explaining his point
further, Nichani told
TOI: “I was flying
from Bengalu-

1 ru to Del-
SEFEr] hi in the
-4 morning
when an
#3 incident
.| caught
my atten-
tion. As |
§ waited at
the secu-
rity

HYGIENE MATTERS check-in,

the pas-

sengerahead of meplacedhis

muddy shoes on one of the

trays. Once he emptied the

tray, it was returned to the

common tray stand. These

trays are neither cleaned

nor sanitised regu-

larly, they are

simply recycled

to keepup with

the flow of

passengers.”

He ad-

ded: “I had

to place my

shoes on

the same

tray, and
it

struck

me

how unhygienic this practice
was. These trays can become
breeding grounds for germs,
especially during the rainy
season.” “Bengaluru boasts
of one of the finest airports
in the country, but such prac-
tices are simply unacceptab-
le,” he opined.

Officials’ response
Responding to his tweet, air-
port officials clarified: “Hygi-
ene and passenger experience
are top priorities for us. That
is why we've kept dedicated
shoe trays adjacent to all the
X-rav [machines] for ease’”
However, Nichani disagreed
with this explanation. Many
netizens also echoed his con-
cern, saving they have never
noticed designated shoe trays
during their travel.

Ryvana Peters, a netizen,
said: “Providing separate tra-
yvs for items like shoes and
other belongings is a basic ne-
cessity, Thisisclearly a hvgie-
ne issue.” Aashna Kaney,
another netizen, added: “This
is so unhygienic and hazardo-
us for health! We need to man-
dateseparatetraysforshoes.”

BBMP truck k1
Wwoman Crossi

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: A 79vear-old
woman, hurrving to cross
the road to catch a private
bus, died after a BBMP gar-
bage truck, which was alle-
gedly being driven rashly,
mowed herdown in KS Lavo-
ut, south Bengaluru, on
Monday morning,

The deceased is Adi-
lakshmamma and the arres-
ted truck driver is Moham-
med Shafi, 22, of Gottigere.

Traffic police said the ac-
cident occurred around
6.45am when Adilakshmam-

ma and her daughter Kala-

vati were walking on Jambo-
osavari Dinne main road to
catch an Andhra Pradesh-
bound bus. Kalavati and
Adilakshmamma live in
Kottanur Dinne and had
planned to visit their home-
town, Chittoor. “An APSRTC
bus leaves for Chittoor from
Jamboosavari Dinne every
morning. The two were rus-
hing to board the bus early
Monday, Kalavati ranahead,
boarded the bus and reques-
ted the driver to wait for her
mother.  Adilakshmamma
was hurriedly crossing the

Bengaluru:
govt’s recent announcement to
keep parks in Bengaluru open
for extended hours — 5am to
10pm —
flux of elders, children and indi-
viduals spending more time out-
doors. BEMP has allocated app-
roximately Rs 11 crore for the re-
novation of parks this year,

The renovation efforts en-
compass inspecting streetlights,
repairing damaged benches,
maintaining greenery and en-
hancing other amenities. Preeti
Gehlot, BEMP special commis-
sioner (lakes, forest, and climate
change), acknowledged the limi-
ted funds available for park ma-
intenance. “We'll strive to opti-
mize our efforts within the bud-
get. Although we aspire to repla-
ce broken and unfit gvm
equipment in parks, owing to in-
sufficient funds, we'll prioritize
repairing and maintaining the
existing equipment rather than
replacing it this vear.,” tun

11cr for park

renovation

Following the

thev are seeing the in-

Is elderly
ng road

" Biker skids off road

34-year-old tailor

succumbed to injuries
after his motorbike skid
off the road, throwing him
ontotheground in
Jnanabharati late Sunday
night. The deceased is
Vishwanath, who was
from Tumakuru and lived
inSunkadakatte.

road and the BEMP garbage
truck knocked her down,” a
police officer said.

BBMP garbage trucks
have been frequently invol-
ved in fatal accidents. In
2021, eight persons were mo-
wed down by BBMP garbage
trucks. The number came
downtoseven in 2022 and six
in 2023. In Jan 2024, a 14-year-
old girl was mowed down by
a garbage truck in Pulakes-
hinagar. Again, on July 28,
two techies died when a gar-
bage truck rammed into the-
ir bike near KR Circle.
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Learning hit as teachers take part in stir

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: In a primary school
in east Bengaluru, a grade 2 Kan-
nada class was under way Mon-
day. However, the class was being
conducted not by teachers but two
grade 4 students. In another scho-
ol in Rajajinagar, classrooms we-
re locked as teachers had left for a
protest, while a guest teacher was
seen engaging children outside in
the corridor.

The situation was similar in
many other schools across the
state, as thousands of primary
school teachers boycotted classes
Monday to protest against some
of the govt's policies.

Thousands of teachers as-
sembled at Freedom Park in
Bengaluru to protest the new cad-
rerules brought in after the intro-
duction of graduate primary tea-
chers, With the commissioner of
school education and literacy is-
suing an order that schools have
to function normally, half of the
faculty from each school took
part in the protest, while the

Pics; Muthu P

NO CLASSES: Thousands of primary school
teachers boycotted classes Monday to protest
against some of the govt's policies. As a result,
many classrooms were empty and locked. In

= come cases, students were engaged by

guest teachers on the school corridor

other half remained in the scho-
ols. “Midday meals will come and
children will have to be taken ca-
reof. So, half of the teachers here
have gone to represent us at the
protest, while the other half re-
mains,” said a teacher.

However, some schools shut
down completely while the atten-

dance of students was low in ma-
ny others. About 250 teachers
from Mysuru district and 200
from Chamarajanagar attended
the Bengaluru agitation by skip-
ping schools. Though the depart-
ment strictly directed officials to
ensure teachers' attendance in
schools, some teachers attended

the protest by taking leave, while
others worked.

“We have combined the clas-
ses. Grades1-3are together, while
grades 4 and 5 are in another
classroom. One of the two tea-
chers on campus is attending
each class,” said a teacher from
another east Bengaluru school,
adding that they are used to mul-
ti-grade classrooms.

Karnataka State Primary
School Teachers' Association
had threatened to go on protest
demanding achange in cadre and
recruitment rules. While until
2016, primary school teachers
used to teach grades 1-7, under a
new order issued by the Centre,
the state recruits graduate pri-
mary teachers for classes 6-8. The
association has been demanding
achange in the rules to allow gra-
duates from before 2016 toteach in
higher grades as well. A meeting
with the minister for school edu-
cation failed to bring any consen-
sus. The department had warned
of disciplinary action if teachers
participated in the protest.

Resident docs suspend services, stage
protest seekmg safety & more stipend

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru; Hundreds of doctors
Monday suspended non-emer-
gency and outpatient services
and gathered to protest attacks on
their fraternity and to demand a
hike in stipends.

Interns, postgraduates, super-
specialty residents and senior re-
sidents from Bangalore Medical
College and Research Institute,
and other govt hospitals sat at Fre-
edom Park in protest, holding pla-
cards, Underthe aegis of Karnata-
ka Association of Resident Doc-
tors (KARD), the doctors continu-
ed to demand an increase in the
stipend they receive.

“The last revision was more
than four years ago. First-year PG
students receive Rs 45,000, Rs
50,000 in the second year, and third
yvealr, Rs 55,000. Superspecialty
doctors receive Rs 55,000, Rs 60,000
and Rs 65,000 for the first, second
and third vears, respectively. In-

Syed Asif
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terns get Rs 30,000 stipend. Our sti-
pends are much lower than in
other states, while fees are higher
aswell. Stipends should be revised
just as there is a revision of fees,
and must be adjusted with infla-
tion too,” said Dr Sirish Shivara-
maiah, president of KARD and a
post-graduate in radiology.

Dr Nitish S, a third-yvear PG
student in orthopaedics, said stu-

dents have been placing these de-
mands for more than two vears.
*We've been asking seniors and of-
ficials about increasing stipend.
We met the principal secretary, fi-
nance minister, health minister,
and were verbally assured the fi-
nance department would be con-
sulted. There was nothing in wri-
ting though. Although we planned
on holding the protest priorto May
elections, we dropped the plan on
the advice of seniors that the issue
would be resolved. However, follo-
Wing no positive response, we had
toresoritothis,” he said.

Nimhans docs express solidarity
Resident doctors at Nimhans, in
solidarity with the Federation of
Resident Doctors Association
(FORDA), protested the alleged ra-
pe and murderof acolleagueatRG
Kar Medical College and Hospital
in Kolkata. They halted OPD acti-
vities, elective procedures, ward
duties, and lab services,
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After TB dam scare, expert panel

to assess safety of all reservoirs

While govt sits on Navale project,
ageing dam faces growing risks

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: In the wake of a crest gate at the
Tungabhadra reservoir being washed away, DK
Shivakumar, deputy chief minister and water
resources minister, on Monday announced the
formation of an expert committee to evaluate
structural safety of all dams in Karnataka.

The National Register of Large Dams, which
is maintained by the central water commission,
and National Dam Safety Authority, Karnataka,
lists 231 large dams in the state, of which some
20 are classified as major dams.

After inspecting the Tungabhadra dam on
ity of the situation but insisted there is no
cause for alarm.

vears,” he said. He explained that unlike other
dams which have double chain links for their
chain. It snapped for gate No 19,

Shivakumar said repairs have been initiated.

while urging farmers not to panic. “We are doing
this on a war-footing. We can
POLITICS
RV [l We want to help farmers save
at least one crop. We have
amount of water is being released.”

The deputy chief minister emphasised the
tailed plans to engage JSW Steel for production
of a stronger iron gate. Sources say the dam
and held 100tmeft of water on Saturday, with
the remainder comprising silt.
matti and Tungabhadra dams compared to
Krishna Raja Sagara (KRS) dam, he labelled
fied that Tungabhadra dam is governed by a
separate board and while the state is a member
HD Kumaraswamy comments on KRS dam, Shi-
valkumar shrugged them off, saving, “What does
indulge in politicking.”

Chief minister Siddaramaiah is scheduled

Sunday, Shivakumar acknowledged the grav-
“This has happened for the first time in 70
gates, the Tungabhadra dam has only one
“In 4-5 days, the gate will be repaired,” he said
save about 55-60tmoett of water.
alerted areas downstream since a significant
importance of enhancing dam safety and de-
has a maximum storage capacity of 133tmeft
On allegations of govt neglect towards Al-
them “political allegations.” Shivakumar clari-
it does not have full control. On Union minister
Kumaraswamy know? He only knows how to
to visit Tungabhadra reservoir on Tuesday.

BV.Shivashankar @timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Years of silt accumu-
lation, amounting to some 32tm-
cft, pose huge safety issues to
Tungabhadra Dam since it has
reduced water storage capacity
by over 25%. This has increased
the risk of flooding and struc-
tural failures, such as Saturday’s
crest gate failure. The dam was
built in 1953.

“Alarmingly, the dam is full
although the monsoon is only
half-way through,” said Himan-
shu Thakkar, coordinator, South
Asia Network on Dams, Rivers
and People (SANDRP). *“This is
because of the reduction in stor-
age capacity”

Aware of the problem, the pre-
vious BJP govt proposed con-
structing a balancing reservoir in
Navale, Koppal district, to take
the pressure off Tungabhadra
(TB} dam. The project plans to
link the two reservoirs via a flood
canal, diverting 32tmcft of water
to the new dam, which will have
a holding capacity of approxi-
mately 45tmctt.

No progress
A detailed project report estimat-
ed the cost at Rs 15,600 crore,
which was included in former CM
Basavaraj Bommai's budget for
2022-23. But the current Congress
oovt has not advanced the project.
While chief minister Siddara-
maiah acknowledged the project in
his budget for the current fiscal, no
allocations were made. The water
resources department requires

FREE FLOWING: To r&duce stress on the broken Tungabhadra dam sluice
gate, the other gates were opened to let water out

about Rs
ongoing irrigation projects, but

1 lakh crore to complete

only Rs 16,000 crore was allocated.

The severe funding shortfall
has hindered the Navale Dam pro-
ject and senior officials say spe-
cial funds are necessary to take
the initiative forward.

“The govt has a lot of ground

L0 COVEr,

states.

" Bommai said. “Besides
mobilising funds, it must reach
out to Andhra Pradesh and Tel-
angana, as they are riparian
He said his govt had
opened talks with the neighbour-
ing states, but the Congress govt
*has shown no political will to

advance discussions”™.

details with Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana,” he said.

But many stakeholders, includ-
ing politicians from Koppal, have
raised concerns over the environ-
mental impact. They say large
tracts of land would be submerged
if the project goes through.

Koppal district in-charge min-
ister Shivaraj Tangadagi sug-
opsted an alternative solution.
“We propose that the govt con-
sider constructing 10-15 small
reservoirs, with storage capaci-
ties ranging from 1-5tmeft. We
have sent a proposal for this pro-
ject to the govt,

Meanwhile, Bommai, who was
water resources minister from

" he said.

‘Committed to project’

However, deputy CM DK Shiva-
kumar, who oversees the water
resources department, affirmed
the govt's commitment to the Na-
vale project. “We will expedite
implementation after discussing

2008 to 2013, urged the govt to up-
orade sluice gates of other reser-
voirs, many of which are over 50
vears old. He said the current
vertical gates are prone to mal-
function and recommended in-
stallation of stoplog gates.

Siddaramaiah must shift
focus back to governance

ManuAiyvappa.Kanathanda

@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Having seem-
ingly drifted into a state of
inertia while countering the
BJP-JI(S) padayatra, the govt
now faces the task of steering
its focus back to governance.

To combat the eight-day
padayvatra, which was aimed
at forcing chief minister Sid-
daramaiah to quit over al-
leged involvement in Mysore
Urban Development Author-
ity and Valmiki ST Develop-
ment Corporation scams, the
govt launched a series of puh
lic rallies under the Janan-
dolana banner. Ministers and
senior party functionaries
were heavily engaged in re-
futing the opposition’s claims
and minimising the damage
caused by the padavatra.

But this focus on political
manoceuvring has come at a
significant cost: Key govern-
ance issues have been side-
lined, critical infrastructure
projects have been delaved,
public service delivery ham-
pered, and a noticeable slow-
down in policy implementa-
tion across various sectors.

The opposition seized
the opportunity to portray
the govt as ineffective and
disconnected from people's
pressing needs. “There is
no administration in the
state. Siddaramaiah has lost
moral authority to run the
oovt,” sald deputvy opposi-
tion leader in the assembly
Aravind Bellad, citing de-
lavs in payments under the
Gruha Lakshmi scheme as

evidence of administrative
failure.

“He (CM) has failed

TIME TO TAKE FRESH AIM: Chief minister Siddaramaiah takes aim
at an event in Bengaluru on Monday

to respond to crucial issues,
especially rain and floods
and failed to deliver on the
party’s pre-poll promises.”

The govt has sought to
reassert its authority, with
ministers announcing a se-
ries of measures aimed at
addressing farmers’ issues
but these announcements
have been met with scep-
ticism. Critics argue that
they come too late to miti-
zate the damage.

Analvsts say the govt's
approach to countering the
opposition’s narrative has
been reactive rather than
proactive, resulting in a loss
of focus on governance. They
argue that the govt needs to
recalibrate its strategy and
concentrate on delivering
tangible results to regain
public trust.

“The Muda row has di-
verted attention from key
issues,” said Vivek Menon, a
civic activist and campaigner
for ethics in politics. “Siddar-

his reputation. He should ad-
dress critical concerns like
the fiscal deficit, city govern-
ance, and investment attrac-
tion. With internal friction
rising, he must act swiftly to
douse flames and prove his
leadership.”

A political analyst from
North Karnataka said: “Sid-
daramaiah must prioritise
SC-ST funds and reassure
these communities that it 1s
not being misused. He must
also address the flood situa-
tion, restore law and order,
and project his govt's honesty
and transparency. Addition-
ally, he should engage with
opinion makers and release
development grants to reduce
the impact of corruption al-
legations and restore confi-
dence in his govt.”

The govt faces a delicate
balancing act. Congress can-
not afford to ignore political
implications of the opposi-
tion's campaign. Simultane-
ously, it must demonstrate

amaiah must regain public
trust by delivering results, as
poor governance could erode

its capability to govern effec-
tively and address issues that
matter to people.

[.and records conundrum: 37.4 lakh
parcels still in names of deceased

Tinaes News NETWORK

Bengaluru: In testimony, per-
haps, to the difficulty in dealing
with officialdom, the govt said
some 37.4 lakh land parcels are
still in the names of deceased
people, a statistic that raises
concerns over lack of action
from legal heirs over transfer of
ownership and even irregulari-
ties in some cases,

Revenue minister Krishna
Byvre Gowda on Mondayv said the
govt has identified some four
crore landowners in the state,
which include joint and multiple
owners for several parcels.

“We have tried to seed Aad-
haar numbers with landowners’
survey numbers in 2.7 crore cas-
5, When we went to these land
parcels and tried to seed them, it
came to light that 37.4 lakh land
parcels continued to be registered
in the name of people who are
dead,” Byre Gowda said.

But he insisted that not all in-
stances can be atiributed to foul
play, while admitting administra-

tive initiatives are necessary to
facilitate transfer of land to heirs.

“We are considering launch-
ing adalats iIn two months to
ensure that these plots are trans-
ferred to rightful heirs and up-
date land records,” he said.

Using ‘Land Beat’, an applica-
tion, the revenue department has
identified some 1.4 crore acres of
govt land across the state, which
includes nearly 14.1 lakh land par-
cels under 15 govt departments.

“Owverall, about 13 lakh land
parcels (92%) of govt land have
been spot verified by village ac-

RED TAPE:
Revenue minister
Krishna Byre
Gowda said his
department is

M considering
launching adalats
in two months

to facilitate easy
transfer of
ownership to

| legal heirs and

‘#| update records

countants and district admin-
istrations. The rest is likely to
be completed in the next two
months.” he said.

Byre Gowda said this techno-
logical advancement provides a
clearer picture of available govt
land and encroachments. The
oovi plans to transfer identified
parcels to respective departments
to safeguard them from encroach-
ments. For existing encroach-
ments, the govt is ensuring cases
are registered and tahsildars
have been tasked to address re-
moval efforts.

Yogeshwar threatens
to go independent

Tives News NETWORK

Bengaluru: In trouble for BJE former min-
ister CP Yogeshwar on Monday said he will
contest the upcoming Channapatna assembly
bypoll as an independent candidate if he is
denied the saffron party ticket.

This has the potential to complicate BJP's
alliance with JD(S), potentially playing into
Congress’ hands which is intensifyving efforts
to secure victory.

Yogeshwar, who represented the constitu-
ency four times before losing to HD Kumar-

aswamy of JD(S)
(o VLTV N in 2018, rushed to
Delhi to meet the

party high command and lobby for the ticket.

Now an MLC, Yogeshwar acknowledged
that Kumaraswamy, JI(5) state president,
is unlikely to support his candidacy “as he
may prefer to nominate his son, Nikhil™.
However, Yogeshwar was optimistic that
Kumaraswamy would consider his candi-
dature, highlighting his role in the BJP-
JINS) alliance.

The Channapatna bypoll, necessitated by
Kumaraswamy’s move to the Lok Sabha, is
expected to take place alongside Maharash-
tra assembly elections.

Opposition leader R Ashoka said that it
is premature to comment on possible candi-
dates since elections are yvet to be announced.
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PROTEST PROS: Youth Congress members staged a dharna on Monday
to protest BJP and JD(S) targeting chief minister Siddaramaiah

Mysuru Dasara from Oct 3

Bengaluru: With copious
rain bringing joy to farmers,
the govt has announced plans
to celebrate the Mysuru
Dasara state festival with
pomp and grandeur. After a
preparatory meeting on Mon-
day, chief minister Siddara-
maiah said his govt will allo-
cate necessary funds to ensure
a large-scale celebration.
“Due to drought, we could
not celebrate the festival in a
grand manner last year,” he
said. “But this time, there is a
festival-like atmosphere
across the state, with bountifil
rain filling all reservoirs. We
want to carry this atmosphere
into the Dasara festival.”
The nine-day festival will
commence on Oct 3, culminat-
ing in the world-famous Jam-

boo Savari on Oct 12. At the
meeting, Siddaramaiah was
empowered to select a distin-
guished individual to inaugu-
rate the festival.

Like last vear, Dasara
lights will be extended until
the tirst week of Nov, allowing
visitors to enjoy the visual
spectacle. The govt will also
request defence minister Ra-
jnath Singh for an air show.

Siddaramaiah emphasised
the importance of providing
greater opportunities for local
artistes during the festival.
“Our artistes are highly capa-
ble. The tableaux should be
maore attractive,” he said.

Forest minister Eshwar
Khandre said 18 elephants
have been shortlisted for the
Jamboo Savari. mw

Abraham files
second plaint
against CM

Bengaluru: Social activist
and advocate TJ Abraham
on Monday filed a private
complaint in a court against
chief minister Siddara-
maiah and 11 others, accus-
ing them of corruption in
Mysore Urban Development
Authority site allotments.

This is the second pri-
vate complaint against the
CM. Last week, an activist
from Mysuru had filed a
similar complaint against
Siddaramaiah.

“I filed a complaint
against Siddaramaiah, his
wife BM Parvathi, son Yat-
indra Siddaramaiah, and 10
others, including govt offi-
cials who served in different
capacities during the scam
period. The court will hear
my case on Tuesday,” Abra-
ham told TOI.

Last month, Abraham
had filed a petition with gov-
ernor Thaawar Chand Ge-
hlot in the same case, seek-
ing permission to prosecute
Siddaramaiah. The gover-
nor had issued a show-cause
notice to Siddaramaiah. mw

At global conference, southern states =vi-eiioes |

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesofindia.com

join forces on man—elephant conflict

fer for raping
9-year-old glrl

Tinmes News NETWORK

res all along the project site.

Bengaluru: A Pocso court

Bengaluru: In a united ef-
fort to tackle the escalating
issue of human-elephant
conflict, which hasled toloss
of humans as well as wildlife
and caused property damage
worth crores of rupees along
protected areas, the sout
hern states of Karnataka,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Te-
langana have joined forces.
Together, they areurging the
central govt to take urgent
action and calling for increa-
sed funding to support effec-
tive mitigation measures.

At the global conference
on ‘human-elephant conflict
management’, hosted by the
Karnataka govt in Bengalu-
ru, thesouthernstates, along
with the distant state of
Jharkhand, made a strong
statement by adopting a 15-
point ‘Bengaluru Charter’
Key among their resolutions
is the development of a uni-
form SOP for tracking, cap-
turing and managing elep-

SAFE PASSAGE: Forest minister Eshwar Khandre opined that effective
utilisation of tech is key to mitigating rising incidents of such conflict

hants across the region.
Thev emphasized the impor-
tance of real-time informa-
tion sharing, committing to
24x7 coordination among
member-states to minimize
human casualties and redu-
ce property damage.
Focusing on landscape
management across elep-
hant-inhabited areas of So-

uth India, the states — repre-
sented by their forest mini-
sters — agreed to take up ha-
bitat management to ensure
enough availability of fod-
der and water. Anticipating
fragmentation of habitats
duetolinear projects, the sta-
tesalsoresolved tocollect 5%
of the proposed project costs
towards mitigation measu-
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Tech to drive elephants
Pointing out that effective ut-
ilisation of technology is the
kev solution to mitigating ri-
gsing incidents of human-
elephant conflict, forest mi-
nister Eshwar Khandre said,
“Karnataka has already be-
en at the forefront in using
technology to drive elep-
hants back into theforest, be-
sides alerting the local popu-
lation about herd movement.
We need to ensure zero casu-
altiesinthe comingdays.”

M Mathiventhan, forest
minister of Tamil Nadu, of-
fered insights into the state’s
experiment with Al tools to
address the issue. “Tamil Na-
du has been working with Al
tools including sensors, ther-
mal cameras, and other faci-
lities to locate elephants and
track their movements cons-
tantly. But with a vast forest
area with Karnataka and Ke-
rala, the state is open to adop-
ting scientific programmes
and best practices.”

Colleges should give undertaking on ensuring transparency

p Continued from page 1

A sper the medical edu-
cation department’s
directive, as many as

212 seats from 17 colleges
have to be surrendered. If
the colleges comply, the seats
will be added to the seat ma-
trix which is vet to be an-
nounced by the DME.

The DME also asked Na-

tional Medical Commission
to implement the court order
by not including the seats of
the colleges in Medical
Counselling Committee
(MCC) counselling and to in-
form the respective colleges
to surrender those seats to
the state govt to include in
the govt seat matrix.

“The approval of admis-
sion of petitioners will be

subject to respondent medi-
cal colleges surrendering
and transferring seats from
the 20% management/NRI
quotatothestatemeritquota
for the upcoming academic
yvear. This transfer should be
completed in compliance
with the guidelines set forth
by the KEA,” said the order.
The colleges should also
give an undertaking that

they will ensure transparen-
cy and fairness in the admis-
sion process and that all ad-
missions will be strictly
based on merit and the col-
leges will never indulge in at-
tempting to block or manipu-
late seats. Failure to comply
withthedirectives will result
in punitive actions including
further reduction in seats,
Fullreport: toi.in

sentenceda73-vear-old manto
life imprisonment and slap-
ped a fine of Rs 2.5 lakh for ra-
ping a nine-year-old girl in
Shivamogga in Nov 2023.

The minor's mother filed a
case under Protection of
Children against Sexual Of-

- fences (Pocso)
Act against
( Nagaraja
Gadlabasap-
pa, alias Gidda
Naganna Maa-
> ma, in Shiva-
mﬂgga s Kudli vﬂlage Naga-
raj was arrested in Nov 2023,
and since then, he has been in
judicial custody:

The girl’s mother filed a
complaint on Nov 21, stating
that Nagaraj had taken her
daughter to a riverbed and ra-
ped her “She was complai-
ning of pain and bleeding in
her private parts. Initially, 1
thought it to be normal health
issues. However, when the pa-
in continued, | sensed somet-
hing was wrong. Taking her
into confidence, I asked her
what had happened. Her first
reaction was [ shouldn't ask
anvthing of ‘Gidda Naganna
maama’. Thenshesaid how he
took her to a shop on Nov 18,
purchased chocolates and
bonda before taking her to the
riverbed. Later, he threatened
to kill her if the matter wasre-
vealed,” the complaint read.

“The girl has to face stig-
ma throughout her life. She
has suffered pain and a blee-
ding injury for three davs due
to the assault...)” observed
special judge Mohana JS.

Ok patients on waiting list for
- kidney transplant in K’'taka

Yashaswini.5ri
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Despite Kidne-
vs being the most commonly
donated organ in Karnata-
ka, there are still 5,974 pati-
ents out of 8,500 on the wai-
tinglist for atransplant.

According to sources
from State Organ and Tissue
Transplant  Organisation
(SOTTO), formerly known
as Jeevasarthakathe, kidne-
vs continue to be the most so-
ught-after organ for trans-
plantation, both in terms of
demand and donation.

The state has seen 94 or-
gan donations so far this yve-
ar, according to sources at
SOTTO. “Kidneys are the
most in-demand organ for
patients, while hand trans-
plants are the least com-
mon,” a SOTTO representa-
tive told TOIL. The data reve-
als donors aged 18-44 domi-
nate the list, with women
donating more frequently

MYTHS THAT NEED
TO BE DISPELLED

@ Organ donation
dliﬁgurﬁﬁ the htrdy

@ Only young and
healthy people
can I:ne dﬂ'ﬂﬂrﬁ L

" One cannot be urgan
donor if the person has
any medical condition

@ Donati ng organs can deFay
funerals; there cannot
be a normal funeral

than men ataratioof 7:3.
Further insights from Je-
evasarthakathe  highlight
the critical shortage of hu-
man organs and tissues rela-
tive to life-saving needs. “Af-
ter kKidneys, liver and heart
are the most sought-after or-
gans,” said Rajni M, joint di-
rector (medical) at Jeevasart-
hakathe/SOTTO Karnataka.
She emphasised that while
organ donation rates are im-
proving, there is still a need

for greater public awareness.
With rising cases of hyper-
tension and diabetes among
India’s young population, the
demand for organ trans-
plants continues to grow.

Dr Chinnadurai R, lead
consultant in critical care at
Aster RV Hospital, explai-
ned why kKidneys are in such
high demand. “India has be-
come a global epicentre for
diabetes and hypertension,
leading to widespread organ
failure. Early diagnosis of
these conditions in vounger
individuals often results in
serious complications by the
age of 40 if blood pressure
and insulin levels are not
managed. Kidney failure
can be temporarily managed
with dialysis, and since Kid-
neyscan bedonated by living
donors, they are the most
commonly transplanted or-
oans. Additionally, in cases
of brain death, kidneys have
a longer viability compared
toother organs...”

Royal family gets stay on C'deshwari authority

hree months after the
‘ govt established Sri
Chamundeshwari
Kshetra Development Au-
thority, the Mysuru roval
family hasobtained astayor-
der from the high court and
claimed that Sri Chamun-
deshwari Temple and sur-
rounding properties are
their private assets.
Pramoda Devi Wadivar,
matriarch of the royal fam-
ily, on Monday said the HC's

stay order was issued due to
the authority’s alleged viola-
tion of the petitioner’s fun-
damental rights.

Pramoda Devi noted that
the royal family filed a writ
petition in 2001 claiming
ownership of Chamundi
Hills, which is still under
consideration by the court.
She argued that establishing
the authority while the case
is pending in court is uncon-
stitutional.

She asserted that Cha-
mundi Hills, including the
temple, Devikere, Rajendra
Vilas Palace, and Nandi stat-
ue, are private properties as
recognised by the Union
ministry of home affairs in
1971. She explained that dur-
ing the 1950 accession with
the govt of India, several
properties weredeclared pri-
vate, and records of these
declarations were submitted
tothe high court. Taw
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‘Mothermonials’: Going
Beyond Fair and Tall

Yashaswini.Sri
@timesofindia.com

traditional matrimonial

ads, the “Mothermo-
nials” initiative launched
on July 28, has sparked a
wave of heartwarming sto-
ries that celebrate brides
for their authentic selves.
This Al-powered platform
encourages mothers and
families to craft person-
alised ads that go beyond
superficial attributes, fo-
cusing instead on person-
alities, achievements, and
ambitions.

The response has been
overwhelming, with thou-
sands of testimonies/en-
tries flooding the website.
These ads stand out for
their creativity and hon-
esty, offering a glimpse
into the true essence of the
women they describe.

Take Nikki Dimri's
familv,. who  playvfully
warns: “This ad may cause
uncontrollable laughter
and spontaneous adven-
ture! Meet Nikki Dimri —
a humble do-gooder with
a heart for animals and a
knack for baking. A star-
gazing davdreamer who
excels at bargains, she’ll
charm you with her free
spirit & captivating sto-
ries.”

Pallavi Mehta, 20, says:

2

[n a refreshing twist on

We've climbed Mt
"o Everest, sent

Chandrayaan to Moon and
even have apps to remind
us to drink water. So much
has changed over the years
and yet the matrimonial
ads and this marriage
biodata still remain the
Twinkle

same. If the
Khanna

questions are not
changing, why
not change the
answers.
“Can you handle a loving
leader laced with quirky
naps? Here's Pallavi Me-
hta: a vibrant animal
lover whose photography
captures moments better
than a eat in a lamp. This
pottery whiz offers warm
hugs, tech-savvy investor
insights, and creativity
lent with laughter!”
Suman Soni, 52, ad-
dressing her daughter's
prospective partners, says:
“Do vou thrive on spon-
taneity and Excel spread-
sheets? Suman Soni is
yvour ideal backup dancer.
A daydreaming perfection-
ist who gardens like a boss
and games with joy”
These entries encour-
age matchmakers and
guitors to look beyvond out-
dated norms and embrace

You guys know me as an actor, mother, author and
fitness enthusiast. Imagine if people saw me as 53"

fair woman? It reduces my achievements and
hobbies to height, weight & colour. It would be
such a massive blow to my confidence, This is

what every woman is going through. All thanks to

the quirks and passions
that truly define a person.
Mothers, once pressured to
conform to societal expec-
tations, are now taking a
bold stand for their daugh-
ters' individuality.

A survey conducted by
Dove in assoclation with
TOI reveals that despite
changing times, tradition-
al ideals still hold sway
with men, when it comes to
choosing a life partner. The
survey, which gathered re-
sponses from 5,766 men,
found that: 76.7% consider
height an important fac-
tor; 76% are drawn to a
potential partner’s com-
plexion; only 18.6% value
shared hobbies and just

&6 Looking for a fair tall
girl with an ideal
weight of 64 kg: That was
not a casting call for a
production house but a
matrimonial ad in a

newspaper. It is
unbelievable, yet it is still

happening right in front of
us to all the

women we know

and love. Let us

not turn a blind

eye to these

beauty tests,

Sania Mirza

22.4% look for common
values.

These findings high-
light the ongoing tension
between progressive ini-
tiatives like “Mothermoni-
als” and lingering societal
Noris. “Mothermoni-

als”, an initiative of Dove

Donations from deceased make
South heart transplant topper
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EX-ODISHA CM PATNAIK WRITES TO SCIENCE MINISTER

0f 1,099 Donations In '23, 252 Were In T'gana & 178 Each In K'taka & TN
TN, I('TAKA LEAD WAY

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Southern states
lead the country in heart
transplants, according to da-
ta shared by the National Or-
gan and Tissue Transplant
Organisation({Notto).

In 2023, 221 heart trans-
plants were carried out
across India. Of these, Notto
data show thata maximum of
70 were carried out in Tamil
Nadu, followed by Karnataka

W.’RLD ORGA
DONATION DAY

(35), Maharashtra (33), Guja-
rat (29) and Telangana (15).
Delhi NCR witnessed only 14
transplants, according to the
covt report. Officials attri-
bute the higher number of
hearttransplantsin South In-
dia to an increase in harvest-
ing from the deceased.

India recorded a total of
1,099 deceased donations in
2023, with the highest number
(252) reported in Telangana,
followed by Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka with178each, Mah-
arashtra with 148, and Gujarat

|I r-:h;'q"\. r

Tamil Nadu .

Karnataka BN 35
Maharashtra I 33
Gujarat B 29
Telangana I 15
Delhi NCR I 14
Andhra Pradesh i g
West Bengal [ 7
Keralal] 6
Chandigarh| 2
Punjab|j
Rajasthan|1

transplants
conducted in
India in 2023 .

221

with 146, according to an offi-
cial. A heart transplant is a
surgery to remove a damaged
or diseased heart and replace
it with a healthy donor heart,
While the liver and kidney can
be donated by living donors,
the heart must be donated by
someone who is brain-dead
and is on life support, also re-
ferred to asa ‘deceased donor’.

According toDr Y K Misra,
the head of cardiac sciences
and chief cardiovascular sur-
geon at Manipal Hospitals,
southern states get considera-

Kanwarlyas death: Case
against NHAI authorities

Bijnor: A case was registered

both residents of Kodampur

bly more deceased donations
hence most patients requiring
a heart transplant go there
and get enrolled. “Some of
these states also provide free
of cost medications to heart
recipients,” he added.

The first successtul heart
transplant happened in India
at the All-India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in
the year 1994. Since then, the
number of such transplants
have grown multi-fold.

Nearly 10 % of the total
number of heart patients suf-

TIMES VIEW: pata shows

that while the number of
deceased donations in the
South and the West show a
substantial uptick, other
regions are lagging behind.
Laggard states must find out
what makes these states more
successful in their endeavours
and adopt those practices.

An inter-state meet on the
subject would help.

fer from end-stage heart fail-
ure which may necessitate a
transplant. Butdue to the scar-
city of donors, doctors say, few
can undergo a heart trans-
plant. Private hospitals charge
anywhere between Rs 20 to 25
lakh for a heart transplant. .
Dr Sudhir Gupta, assist-
ant professor of forensic med-
icineat AIIMS, said, “InIndia,
certain amendments to the
Human Organ Transplant
Act 1994 are required. This
may include making it man-
datory for hospital ICUs to de-
clare all brain deaths and reg-
ister them with an online cen-
tral organ registry for better
coordination of cadaver
heart donation, retrieval and
transplantation.”

jor

Woman washes
guns in MP,
video helps bust
firearms racket

Bhopal: A social media vi-
deo of a woman serubbing
country-made pistols In so-
apand waterhasledtoama-
firearms bust, barely
18km from Morena district
headquarters in Madhya
Pradesh. Police raided a ho-
use in Ganeshpura village
and arrested the woman's
hushand and father-in-law.
A large cache of illegal pis-
tols and semi-finished fire
armswas seized.

Last week, a 17-second
videowent around on social
media in this region, aro-
und 60km from Gwalior. It
shows a woman cleaning
two ‘kattas’ with a brush
and soap water, while two
lay on the floor along with a
tumbler. Police verified the
video, identified the woman
and raided the house Fri-
day night. The woman's
husband, Shakti Kapoor
Sakhwar, and father-in-law,
Biharilal, were captured
while trying to escape with
a cache of weapons. The ra-
id led to the seizure of seve-
ral pistolsof 315and 32-bore
from Shakti. Materials and
machinery used for illegal-
Iy producing weapons were
found in the house.

An FIR wasfiled against
the father-son duo under
the Arms Act Saturday, mww

Queenle last of Kochi’s
forelgn Jews, passes away

o the matrimonial ads that only look at women
) through these superficial beauty tests.

in association with TOI
has captured the hearts
of mothers and daughters
across India.

against a project director, ma-
nager and construction team
unit of National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
with regard to Haridwar-Kas-

villagein Bareilly district, we-
re partof a groupof kanwariy-
as going to Haridwar to fetch
water from the Ganga when
their bike fell into Shravanpur

Jewish cemetery near the 456-

vear-old Paradesi Synagogue.
According to KJ Joy, care-

taker of the synagogue in

Tinmes News NETWORK grandfather, Shabdai Sam-
uel Koder, was an Iragi im-
mlgrant who settled in Kochi

and establis-

Kochi: Queenie Hallegua,
the last of Paradesi (foreign)

- . hipur national highway, police  canal. Their bodies are vet to Jewish women in Kochi, pas- hed Koder Mattancherry area, Europe-
SSI"FS ﬁnal devpt ﬂlght DUShEd by d da‘y' Iﬂl.““:h on Aug 16 said on Monday. The officials berecovered. sed away Sunday at age 89, House, a his- an Jews in Kochi trace their
"1 "he Isro has announced a change in the weighing approximately 175.5 kg, is equipped were accused of “negligence” Pradeep’s father Mihilal Her death leaves her nephew toric three- origins to Baghdad, the Net-

after an incident where two
kKanwarivas from Bareilly fell
intoacanal along with their bi-
ke while travelling on the high-
way on Friday night.
Policesaid Pradeep Kumar,
20, and Surendra Dayal, 21,

ATTENTION

POLICYHOLDERS AND AGENTS OF LIC

launch date for the third and final develop-
mental flight of its Small Satellite Launch Ve-
hicle (SSLV). Originally scheduled for August
15at 9.17 am. the launch will now take place on
August 16, with the lift-off time remaining the
same. The rocket will carry latest Earth Obser-
vation Satellite (EOS-08) into orbit. EOQS-08,

with three advanced payloads: an Electro Opti-
cal Infrared Payload (EQIR), a Global Naviga-
tion Satellite System-Reflectometry Payload
(GNSS-R), and a S5iC UV Dosimeter: These pay-
loads will help add data to various scientific
and practical fields, ranging from environmen-
tal monitoring to disaster management. tum

Kumar lodged a complaint
against project director of
Haridwar-Kashipur NH,
Mohd Sarfarazur Rahman,
manager Amit Sharma, and
the team of the NHAT's regio-
nal constructionunit. s

Keith Hallegua as the only
surviving Paradesi Jew In
the Kerala city.

Bueenie was the daugh-
ter of Satto Koder and marri-
ed into the Hallegua family
of Kochi's Jew Town. Her

story bunga-
i low now func-
tioning as a three-star hotel.
Gueenie's two children, both
S residents, were with her
when she passed away Sun-
day. Her funeral was held at a

herlands, Babylon and Spa-
in. “0Over the past few deca-
des, all Jews from these re-
oions have gradually left Ko-
chi, leaving only Keith as the
last remaining member of
this community,” Joy said.
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EXERCISE CAUTION BEFORE ASSIGNING YOUR LIC POLICIES TO UNREGULATED ENTITIES

Certain unregulated entities may be seeking to benefit at the cost of LIC’s strong
market position and sovereign guarantee, without any approval or authorization from
LIC of India and at the cost of LIC’s policyholders’ interest.

PLEASE NOTE

A L2

EXERCISE =

CAUTION:

RECOMMENDATION FOR
STAKEHOLDERS:

» This option of assignment (as alternative to
surrender) is being provided by unregulated

private entities. entities offering such alternative solutions. unregulated entities.
» LIC does not recognize such unregulated entities & LIC itself offers various services/facilities that may _ _ _
viins S : . . . » LICis not associated with any statements made by
and has no affiliation to or association with such be helpful alternatives for a policyholder who is _
. ) : i any former or unauthorised employees /
unregulated private entities. contemplating surrender of LIC policies on account
of financial hardships. All these services/facilities are REEORREOILIC
» LIC does not endorse or recommend any products lid and | T ' ied
or services being offered by these unregulated \Flic and competely teguiated. » We urge all policyholders to exercise complete
entities to LIC’s policyholders and agents. 4 Reach out to your local LIC branch officials to caution before making any decision on their

» LIC believes that these products and services may
pose significant risk to policyholders’ and their
family’s interests and are fraught with risks and

may be prone to being misused.

» Registration of assignment is subject to provisions
and conditions as stipulated under Section 38 of

the Insurance Act 1938.

@ Exercise extreme caution before dealing or
engaging with any such unregulated private

» LIC does
arrangements, and LIC will not be liable for any
losses, actions, promises, risks, liabilities accruing
to policyholders who opt to engage with any such

understand alternatives that are available to you,

so that dependency on unregulated third parties

can be avoided.

» Before responding to any offers, kindly consult
with your local LIC branch officials.

— T——

We, at LIC of India are committed to complete transparency and ensuring protection

of the policyholders and their interest, and have not authorized or delegated this responsibility or
our relationship with our esteemed customer, to any third party.

Follow us : [ B BN

@) LIC India Forever | IRDAIRegn No.: 512 | www.licindia.in

not approve or

policy which may jeopardise their financial
security and the risk cover for their family.
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LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA
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Kol med college principal
quits, but reassigned at
CNMC within 4 hours

Sumati.Yengkhom
@timesofindia.com

RKolkata: Sandip Ghosh, prin-
cipal of RG Kar Medical Colle-
ge and Hospital in Kolkata, re-
signed Monday after three da-
vsof protests by juniordoctors
and students accusing him of
covering up the rape-murder
of a postgraduate student at
the institution. However,
Ghosh was reassigned as the
principal of Calcutta National
Medical College (CNMC) wit-
hin four hours of his resigna-
tion, sparking further unrest
among students there.

Suhrita Paul, former vice
chancellor of West Bengal Uni-
versity of Health Sciences, was
appointed as the new principal
of RG Kar. Paul had been ser-
ving as an officer on special du-
ty at Swasthya Bhawan until
Monday. "My resignation was
desired by the students. I felt
this was the wish of the entire
state. I hope now the students
and junior doctors will return
to work,” Ghosh said, announ-
cing his resignation. “Not only
am [ resigning from the princi-
pal position, but also resigning
from my professorship. I am le-
avingmy govtjoh.”

However, sources in the
Bengal health departmentsaid
efforts were made until the last
minute to keep Ghosh inhispo-

Ghosh, who had taken
charge as RG Kar's
principal in mid-2021,
had been removed
twice before, only to
be reinstated shortly
after — once within 48
hours and the second
time within a month

sition. His resignation from
the medical education servi-
ce was ultimately not accep-
ted, and by evening, he was
appointed  principal of
CNMC, replacing Ajay Ray,
who was reassigned as an
OSD at Swasthyva Bhawan.

The protests against Ghosh
began Friday with students
and junior doctors demanding
his immediate removal. Thev
insisted that he not be given
any administrative role in any
medical college. On Monday,
the Federation of Resident
Doctors’ Association called a
nationwide strike, demanding
improved security in public
hospitals and a central agency
investigation into the RG Kar
crime. Ghosh, who had taken
chargeas RGEKar'sprincipalin
mid-2021, had been removed
twice before, only to be reinsta-
ted shortly after —once within
48 hours and the second time
within a month.

‘Mamata to cops: Wrap up probe

by Sunday, Or case goes toCBI

Expresses Shock
. At The Brutality
Of The Murder

Sanjib Chakraborty &
Tamaghna Banerjee | tun

: Kolkata: Bengal CM Mama-
: ta Banerjee on Monday told
: Kolkata Police to wind up in-
. vestigations into the rape
. and murder of a PG trainee
- doctor at the state-run RG
. Kar Hospital by Sunday; fai-
: ling which the probe would
. be handed over to CBL.

Mamata gave the ultima-

: tum after meeting the 31-ve-
. ar-olddoctor’s parentsat the-

ir home amid widespread

. protests in Bengal and else-
: where over the murder on
: Aug9and two daysafterapo-
: lice volunteer,
: (35), was arrested in the case.

sanjayv Roy

Speaking after the 45-mi-

: nute interaction with the fa-
: mily, the CM referred to their
: suspicionsabout an “insider
: role”.
: and others around. I still do
: not understand how this in-
: cident took place. The pa-
- rents have told me that they
. suspect the involvement of
: an insider. I have told the po-
: lice that if there is any suspi-
: cion against anyone — be it

“There were nurses

PFTl

Doctors and nursing staff at a mass ralln_.r near RG Kar Hospital on Monday

the doctor’s friends or the
first caller (who informed
the family of the incident)—
they should be questioned,”
the CM said. She expressed
shock at the “brutality™ of
the murder, repeating her
promise to seek capital pu-
nishment in the case, Indica-
ting her willingness for a pos-
sible CBI probe, Mamata cou-
ched it with a reminder about
the central agency's alleged
lack of success in taking big
Bengal cases to their logical
conclusion. “1 donot have any
issue with a CBI takeover (of
thecase) but their successrate
islow,” the CM said, reeling off
some cases including one re-
lated to Tagore's Nobel med-
al theft (2007).

Kolkata Police chief Vi-

neet Goval, who was with the
CM when she met the doc-
tor's family, expressed confi-
dence the probe would be
wrapped up “inthenext four-
fivedays". “Wecanmake mo-
re arrests if needed and,
even after that if the family
15 not satisfied (with the poli-
ce probe), then whatever Ma-
dam (Mamata) has said will
happen,” Goval said.
Mamata sought to under-
score the message that the
govt had acted promptly so
far. “The RG Kar principal
has resigned on his own. We
have removed the medical
superintendent-cum-vice-
principal and department
head(chestmedicine)as well
as the assistant commissio-
ner of police,” the CM said.

‘No politics please"
Students slam
doors on netas

Tamaghna Banerjee,
Poulami Roy Banerjee &
Subhojyoti Kanjilal | Tun

Kolkata: In a show of resis-
tance, students, doctors and
family members protesting
against the rape and murder
of the duty 3l-vear-old PGT
doctor inside RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital last we-
ek, have managed to prevent
involvement of any political
party in their protests so far
“We have maintained our
stand since day 1. We don’t
want to politicise this issue.
We are not here for any perso-
nal gain but are protesting to
seek justice for our friend and
batchmate and to make the
place safer for our fellow ju-
niors and colleagues. Allo-
wing political parties to join
our protest will defeat the ve-
Iy purpose of the protest,” sa-
id a PGT doctor,

When a team of BJP sup-
porters armed with saffron
flags entered the college on
Friday, the students pushed
them back. On Saturday and
Sunday, they sent back CPM
and Congress leaders too.

: Tuesday.

‘More hosps likely
to join the protests,
suspend OPD’

» Continued from page 1

deration of All India

Medical Association
(Faima)told TOIthat more ho-
spitals are likely to join the
protests and suspend OFPD
and elective surgeries from
“Resident doctors
from states like Maharashtra,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Punjab,
Madhya Pradesh, Telangana,
Jharkhand and Gujarat,
among others, will join the
protest from Tuesday on-
wards,"” said Faima founder
Dr Manish Jangra.

On Thursday night, the
mutilated body of a 32-yvear-
old doctor was found in the se-
minar hall of R G Kar Medical
College & Hospital. The initial
autopsy report stated that the
victim was bleeding from her
eves, mouth and private parts.

Meanwhile, hospitals said
thevare preparing planstoen-
sure patient services are mi-
nimally affected by the strike.
The administration of AIIMS
Delhi, which saw nearly 80%
reduction in elective surgeri-
es and 35% fall in admissions
on Monday, said it has prepa-
red a contingency plan to en-
sure critical and other patient
care services do not get affec-
ted. Delhi’'s RML Hospital,
another central govt-run faci-

\spﬂkespersﬂn of the Fe-

lity, also issued an order as-
kKingall HODs tosubmitan ac-
tion plan in view of the strike
by its resident doctors’ associ-
ation so that patient-care is
minimally disrupted.

In Kolkata, the strike by ju-
nior doctors continued to af-
fect the functioning of govt
hospitals across the city

InUP, protests were held at
King George's Medical Uni-
versity, Kalvan Singh Super
Speciality Cancer Institute
and Ram Manohar Lohia In-
stitute of Medical Sciences.

Protests were also held in
Maharani Laxmibai Medical
College, UP University of Me-
dical Sciences (Saifai), SN Me-
dical College (Agra) and a ho-
spital in Kanpur.

In Chandigarh, over 100
elective surgeries were halted
and OPDservices were impac-
ted as resident doctors at PGI
went on an indefinite strike.

Resident doctors in Jam-
mu staged a peaceful protest,
suspending their regular
work to demand justice. Doc-
tors in several other states, in-
cluding Kerala, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Telang-
ana,alsojoined the strike.

The Indian Medical Asso-
ciation has shot off a letter to
Union health minister J P
Nadda seeking urgent action
to make hospitals safe.
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SAD DEMISE

MARCO

In the Memory of
our Dear

Nita H Kirpalani
(Babloo)

Marco will be held
on Tuesday the
13.08.2024, in
Guru Mandir
Sindhi Colony from
5:00 - 5:30 p.m.

You will always be in
our hearts and our
prayers.

LALITHA PRASAD

Who passed away
peacefully on
12th Aug 2024

at 78 years of age Akhand Path

. Bhog Sahib will be
held at Gurudwara,

Fondly remembered by Ulsoor on

Family and friends Friday, 16.08.2024
at 4:00 p.m.
IN LOVING MEMORY
Always in our hearts,
Vinod-Heena, Chirag &
Shreya Kirpalani

REMEMBRANCES |

Prof B.C.
q Pathiyanna
Dr.V.S.Jayaram DaD- 13/08/2023
1934 - 2024

1st Year Re.-_nembmnce

MBBS, MD Former
Principal & Sr. Prof.
HOD of Microbiology
Govt Medical Collage

Bellary, Mysore,
Bangalore Retired as
Dean of KMC Hubli.

= sr—Famll—e -

It is with great sadness

that we announce the

passing of Dr, V. 5, In our hearts forever.

We remember and honor your
life everyday and always. You |
| are an inspiration to many
including your students.
Your blessings and love keeps

Jayaram, who left us on
10th August 2024 at the
age of 90, A cherished
husbhand, father,

grandfather and friend,

lived a long, full life & EI_E?IHQ-
filled with love and Wife H.G.Sathyavathi,
wisdom. Son, Daughter and
Grandchildren

Condaolence on
792115651

To place an Obituary
announcement or
Remembrance Ad

Logon to

ads.timesgroup.com

or
Scan QR code
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sV e II Prayer Meet lI

Vikas Goyal

A Prayer meeting will be held on

You will always remain a profound source of love,
affection and shall be in our hearts forever.

14th August 2024
6-7 PM at Ta) West End,

Fondly Remembered & Loved by

41 Race Course Road, High Grounds, Bengaluru.

All Goyal Family Members

[ D INSTAVANS

Sri C. BRIJESH REDDY

DOB 03-08-1974

DOD 13-08-2023

(§/0. Late Chandra Reddy)

In the heart's deep echo, his roar still rings,

A lion's courage in all he did bring.

An angel's grace in every helping hand,
In his absence, his strength lights our path's span.

We miss you dearly.
Chandrakantha Family

She leaves behind

Relatives & Friends

» NILA ] THAKER

(28.09.1968 - 09.08.2024)

She will be remembered for
her kindness, love for family &
her dedication to community services.

| E - Amritlal Thaker Nikul Thaker
- — Madhukanta Thaker Reena Thaker
Jayesh Thaker Nirek Thaker
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Sena, NCP could not transfer votes to BJP

File phista

In Lok Sabha polls as expected: Fadnavis

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: The CM Eknath
shinde-led Shiv Sena and the
NCP led by Ajit Pawar could
not transfer their votestothe
BJP to the extent anticipated
during the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, said Dy CM Devendra
Fadnavis on Monday while
speaking about the Mahayu- .
ti's poor performance. He
further said the BJP could
not transfer as much of its

ALLIANCE DYNAMICS: Fadnavis 5
transfer its votes to NCP as they had fought against each other for years

votes to Ajit Pawar’'s party as
it did to Shinde’s Sena.

In an interview to an onli-
ne newschannel, Fadnavis sa-
id, “We had estimated that we

(BJP) have a certain number
of votes and along with the
Shiv Sena and NCP votes, we
should reach a certain num-

ber. It happened to some ex-
tent, but these two parties be-
ing new, they had limited ca-
pacity to transfer their votes

to the BJP On the other hand,
the BJP transferred 90% of its
votes to the two parties.” he
said, adding that intheassem-
bly elections the picture wo-
uld be different as people have
realised the formations.

He said it was difficult for
the BJP to transfer its votes to
the NCP as they had fought
against each other for vears.
“We had only considered a li-
mited transfer, but even that
did not happen,” he said.

On the BJP's poor perfor-
mance in the Lok Sabha polls
in the state, winning only ni-
ne seats as against 23 in the
previous elections, and its

impact on seat-sharing for
the assembly elections, Fad-
navis said the BJP's overall
vote percentage has remai-
ned unchanged.

“If you do the Lok Sabha
poll analysis, we secured
43.6% of thevotes, they (MVA)
got 43.9%, and there are 12 se-
ats which we lost by less than
3% . There is a typical pattern
to the loss - in 5 assembly seats
weareahead and inone wefall
back and lose the seat. This
hashappened in Dhule, Amra-
vati, Bhiwandi, Mumbai
North-East, Mumbai South-
Central... This cannot be re-
plicated in the assembly elec-

tions. Our overall voting per-
centage has remained un-
changed and so we will con-
test around the same number
of seatsas in the last elections
(162),” he said.

He said seat-sharing will
be based on each party’s
strength and limitations.
“Our meetings have started
and our direction has also be-
en decided. There will be hard
negotiations on certain seats,
but this time it will be less be-
cause we have realised that in
the Lok Sabha polls, the hard
bargaining on certain seats
had its repercussionson those
seats,’” he said.

India and Russia eye 710,000 crore
nuclear-fuel deal, local production

New Delhi: India and Russia are working on a deal worth
Rs 10,500 crore for the supply of nuclear fuel and core compo-
nents to Kudankulam nuclear power plant’s two new units com-
ing upwith Moscow’s help, people in the know said.

The deal envisages Russian nuclear fuel company TVEL
JSC supplyving to the dept of atomic energy the initial loadsand
subsequent five reloads for units 3and 4 of the Kudankulam N-
power project along with control rods and fuel assembly in-
spection tool set from 2025 to 2033. Tuw

aiqa::_’_iﬂ o

ATTH U FRA I FRUReH fafes

0il and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

ONGC Limited invites e-bids as per details given below: -

Tender No: ZV8JC24007 for “Setting up of Captive ISTS-
Connected, Co-located Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Projects with
a Capacity 1000MW (S00MW Solar + 500MW Wind) On Lumpsum
Turnkey (LSTK) Basis anywhere in India, with Comprehensive
Operation & Maintenance (O&M) for Ten (10) Years”

Details will be available in e-procurement portal for Central Public
procurement portal https:/fetenders.gov.in

onGc

Any other addendum/corrigendum to this tender enquiry including
change in dates, if any, will be published on the above portal only.

»
Popn to hit 152.2cr by e e Ll e
2036 tio will
SEX 1at10 __ y
) THE ECONOMIC TIMES |
.
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¥ ; Chairman and Managing Director, Chief Executive Officer, Managing Director, Managing Director, Director, Exploration,
Mineral Exploration Corporation Ltd Rajasthan Exports NAY India [IFCL ONGC Ltd
New Delhi: By 2036, India’s population is expected to re- Promotion Council
ach 152.2 crore, with a slightly improved female percent- BUSINESS SUMMIT & A.WARDS g ;
age of 48.8% as compared to 48.5% in 2011, a report pub- == '
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mentation (MoSPI)showed on Monday. ' ~1
The report — *Women and Men in India 2023° — pro- e
jects that the proportion of individuals under 15 vears of 5- 6 SEPTEMBER 2024 ; ,
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dge _“',ﬂl decrease from 2011 to 2036, llkEl}F due todeclining MARRIOTT HDTEI-! lﬂ PUR Director & Head, Jaipur, Director, Exploration, General Manager, Founder and Group Chalrman, Lakshyaraj Singhji Mewar
fertility rates. In contrast, the proportion qf the popula- U0 Bureau of Indian Standards NHPC Ltd SIDBI Anand Rathi Group Executive Direcior, Historic
tion aged 60 vears and above is anticipated ' FESOEE MO F i LI
to substantially increase during this peri- L ' : ' .
od. India’s population in 2036 is expected to x -
be more feminine compared to 2011, as re- . : . . . - < "-'
flected in sex ratio which is projected to in- . L J
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KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of India Undertaking)

_— OPEN E-TENDER fIHGLE PACKET SYSTEM)
e INVITATION NOTICE

Name of Work: Design, Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of 25 KV,
50 Hz, Single phase, Traction Overhead Equipment for construction of 4 lane
Road Over Bridge (ROB) at Rawanfond, Madgaon in the state of GOA. Notice
No: KRICO/EL/IROB-REMMTA/2Z4 Dtd: 13/08/2024. Completion Period:
B (Six) Months. Estimated Cost: ¥ 2,06 28 714/- excluding GET. Bid Security:
T 2,53,200/-. Last Date & time for Online Submission Of Tender: 03/09/2024
up to 15.00 Hrs. Opening of Tender: On 03/09/2024 at 15.30 Hrs.
Amendments | Corrigendum if any, would be uploaded on IREPS website only.
Submission of Tender Documents: Through IREPS. Manual Tender
Documents shall notbe accepted.

2 Karnataka Road Development Corporation Limited

(A Government of Karnataka Enterprisa)

: No.8, “Samparka Soudha”, Dr. Rajkumar Road,
Rajajinagar 1st Block, Bengaluru-560 010. Telefax : 080-22024000

e-mail : cekrdcl@gmail.com Website: hitp://'www.krdclin
No. KRDCL/IFB/2024-25/03 Date: 09-08-2024

INVITATION OF BIDS FOR COLLECTION OF ROAD USER FEE

Karnataka Road Development Corporation Limited [KRDCL] invites bids
from reputed company, Partnership firm / proprietary firm findividuals for
collection of road user fee in 4 state Highways namely 1) Shimoga-
Hangal, 2) Davangere-Birur, 3) Bidar-Chincholi and 4) Gubbi-CS Pura.
Interested bidders can participate through KPPP portal and documents
can be downloaded from website http//kppp.karnataka.gov.in, Last date

GENERATION CORPORATION LIMITED
VIDYUT SOUDHA:VIJAYAWADA

NIT No.:610001651
APGENCO invites Online tenders for "Outsourcing the services for
Maintenance and Up keeping works pertaining to Civil Operation
Division/MHE({Jt)/Jalaput and O&M division, Machkund for the
period from 01,09 2024 (or from aclual date of commencement of
the work) to 31.03,2026"
Bid Start date & time: 09.08 2024 at 05:30 PM
Bid Submission closing date & time: 23.08.2024 at 3.00 PM
For further details visit https://etender.apgenco.gov.in

Phone (08864-294192)
Sd/- CHIEF ENGINEER
(O&M)ILSHES

ANDHRA ?HADEEH POWER

DIPR No.3115PPICLIADVTI11/2021-22 Dt 1210612024

. U, gltaEa

U.P. State Road Transport Corporation
Parivahan Bhavan, Tehri Kothi, 6 M.G. Marg, Lucknow-226001 (U.P.)

b Nt 4

E-Tender No.: 2095 MT/2024-18 MT/2024

TENDER NOTIGE

Dated : 12.08.2024

UPSRTC is inviting E-tender from eligible Bus Body Fabricators for Fabrication
of Ordinary Bus Bodies on Diesel Passenger chassis B3-VI Norms. Interested parties
are requested to participate in the above E-Tenders separately as per schedule
calendar given below. E-Tender Document can be downioaded from Government
e-portal etender.up.nic.in and other terms & conditions can be obtained from
there. Forany addendum and corrigendum please visit on etender.up.nic.in

13.08.2024 to003.09.2024
upto 15:00 Hrs.

1082024 at LE:00 Hrs.

1.| E-Tender Document will remain available on
government e-portal etender.up.nic.in

2.| Pre bid Conference

3.1 Last Date of e-submission of Form

A o T I T Jhansi-Kanpur section;- Construction of imited height

@] NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY [€71%]

Tender Notice

Divisional Railway Manager (Works) N.C. Railway, Jhansi for and behalf of
President of India inviles sealed "Open Tender" through on Line (E-Tendering)

for the following work.,

subway in lieuof LC No. 173, 174 &185 (3 No.) and construction of read from LC
177 1o 176 under ADEN/CNB jurisdiction.

&y SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE No. 36/2024 Dated : 06-08-2024
The undersigned, on behalf of the President of India, invites E-Tenders for
the supply of following item.

Sl. | Tender No. Description in Brief Qty.

1 |LB245986A [IGBT Auxiliary converter for 3 Phase locomotives - |01 Set
3x 130 KVAIGBT based auxiliary converter complete (01 loco set)

2 | LB246186 |Design, Supply, installation, commissioning and 01 Set

E-Tender No. Approx. Cost Earnest Money

JHS-ENGG-C-2024-158 T 160966450.91 |

Date of Closing tender: 06.09.2024 st 15.00 hrs_, Date of completion/period
from issue acceptance letter; 12 Monihs. * Tender online can ba submitied up to
15.00 hrs. on 06.09.2024, *= For full detailz and submission of bid please ses the

Indian Rallway website www.ireps.gov.in, 1414/24 FA

¥ North central railways [~ | @CPRONCR [EE8] www.ncrindianrailways.gov.in

ASSAM POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED
(A Govt. of Assam Public Limited Company)

E-Tender
TENDER EVENT NO: Assam Power Distribution Company Ltd/Long/
Coal from CIL/24-25/ET/RFQ/89

for purchase of 500 MW Thermal (Coal based) Power on Long Term
basis

Start of Event : 09.08.2024 (10:00 Hrs)
Event close Date : 23.09.2024 {15:00 Hrs)
TOE start date : 23.09.2024 (15:30 Hrs)

Bidders need to login to Deep Portal of "www.mstcecommerce.com” o

prove out of the machine, Electric Overhead Traveling Crane shall be
Double girder

Last date for submission of bids: Upto 10:30 Hrs for SI. No. 1 is on
29-08-2024 and for S5I. No. 2 is on 30-08-2024

ﬁ‘ MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka undertaking)
Corporate Office, "MESCOM BHAVANA", Bejai, Mangaluru - 575 004
Ph: 0824-2885795  CIN: U40109 KA 2002 SGC 030425

No: MESCOM/SEE(P)/EE(W)/AEE(W)/1/102669/2024 Date: 07.08.2024

TENDER NOTIFICATION (KPPP MODE ONLY)

MESCOM invites tender for the work of Enhancement of 1x5MVA
power transformer-2 (Bank-2) by 1x10 MVA power transformer at
J3MNEKV 2x5MVA Koppa Sub-station in Koppa Sub-Division of
Koppa Division on Partial Turnkey basis vide respective bid enquiry
no. MESCOM/2024-25/SS/IWORK_INDENT239,

of receipt of tender is on 03-09-2024 upto 17.30 hours & Technical bids

I Technical/Financial)

03.09.2024 upto 15:00 Hrs : dn
website to participate.

will be opened on 05-09-2024 at 11.30 hours. 4,

E-Tenders Technical Bid Opening on

03.09.2024 at 16:00 Hrs.

Note: Please note henceforth, any changes in the schedule will not be

Chief General Manager (Tech,)

published through News Papers and further changes if any, will be
updated only on KPPP portal / KRDCL Website.

Sd/- Chief Engineer

DIPR/CP/YC/1407/2024-25 KRDCL, Bengaluru

KK-122

Government of Odisha
& % Skill Development and Technical Education Department
(_J Directorate of Technical Education & Training, Odisha
w; At-Killamaidan, PO-Buxibazar, Cuttack-753001

Phone No-0671 2301061, e-mail: dtetorissa@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)

To setup Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Mining with Drone Survey
at Govt. Polytechnic, Deogarh under OMBADC districts of Odisha.

NIT No. DTET/2024-25/ 11928 Date: 12.08.2024
Directorate of Technical Education and Training, Odisha (DTE&T) invites
Request for Proposals (RFP) to setup “Centre of Excellence in Mining
with Drone Survey at Govt. Polytechnic, Deogarh under OMBADC
districts of Odisha”. The firms, those having experience in similar
work can submit their Technical and Commercial proposals. The RFP
document comprising of Eligibility Criteria, Instruction to Bidders, Scope
of Work etc. can be downloaded from DTE&T website
(www.dtet.odisha.gov.in) from 5 PM of 13.08.2024. Any addendum
or corrigendum (if required) will be uploaded at DTE&T website mentioned
above.
Sd/-

DTEA&T, Odisha, Cuttack
OIPR-44008/11/001924-25

KK-121

BlJU PATNAIK UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY, ODISHA

ROURKELA

No. BPUT/XINCAPGS/Furniture/104/2022/5398 Date : 09.08.2024

EXTENSION OF TENDER CALL NOTICE FOR DIFFERENT
LABORATORY OF CUPGS, BPUT, ROURKELA
Sealed Tender (two bid Systern) were invited from the reputed and experienced agencies/
Firms for supply of laboratory items for different departments of CUPGS, BPUT, Rourkela,
The detail Tender available in the website i.e www.bput.ac.in.

Sl | Name of Laboratories Tender Notice No. & Date

1 | Supply of Table and Stools for BPUT/XIIVCAPGS/Furniture/
Chemistry & Physics Lab 104/2022/4743 dt.18/07/2024

2 | Tender for supply and installation of Partition | BPUT/XINCUPGS/61/2023/3709
Walls for various Labs of CUPGS, BPUT, dt. 18/07/2024
Rourkela

BPUT/XINCUPGS/55/2023/3710
dt. 18/07/2024

3 | Tender for supply of 2.0 ton Inverter Split
AL for simulation Lab of ECE Deépartement,
CUPGS, BPUT, Rourkela

The following schedule is hereby notified all the above tenders due to some unavoidable
reasons. The last date of submission bid through speed post on or before 23.08.2024 by
5.00 PM, Opening of Technical Bid : 27.08.2024 at 11.30 AM and opening of Financial Bid:
will be notified in the University website. All the other condition shall remain unchanged

sd/-
REGISTRAR
QIPR-11059M1110011/24-25

Pharmaceuticals & Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI)

(Set up under the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India)

B-500, Tower — B, 5" Floor, World Trade Center, Nauroji Nagar, New Delhi - 110023
Telephone: 011-43431800/49431811/49431854/49431820/49411894/49431874
Website: www.janaushadhi.gov.in

e-TENDER FOR SUPPLY OF DRUGS ON RATE CONTRACGT BASIS
FOR TWOD YEARS
e-Tender for supply of 67 nos. of DRUGS for “Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Pariyojana (PMBJP)” are invited by PMBI. Last date and time for submission of online bids
against e-Tender no. PMBI/DRUG/RC-219/2024 dated 06/08/2024 for supply of drugs is
30/08/2024 up to 17:00 hours.

For detailed eligibility criteria, terms & conditions of the tender, please visit the websites
https:/leprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app & https:/fjanaushadhi.gov.in. Sdl.

CEOQ, PMBI

Sd/-, Chief General Manager (Commercial & EE)
APDCL, 5th Floor, Bijulee Bhawan, Guwahati, Assam-T81001 2

Please pay your energy bill on time and help us to serve you better !

The interested eligible bidders may log on fo
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.inon or after 14.08.2024

Sd/-, Superintending Engineer (Ele) (Proc)

DIFRADM ESMC ALSD

For Power Related Complaints & Assistance Call Toll Free Number 1912

(24-25 dli: 00.08 3024

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

STATE HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Office of The Chief Project Officer, Project Implementation Unit,
State Highway Development Project, PWD Annexe Building, K.R.Circle, Bengaluru-560001.
Website: www.shdpkar.in e-Mail: cepiushdp@gmail.com

No: CPO/SHDP/Tech/EE-3/Phase-5(Stage-1)Tender Notification/2024-25/2642 Date: 12.08.2024

gg-09

Government of Odisha

== Department of Social Security & Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
No. 6039 /SSEPD Dt.08.08.20324
SSEPD-DAG-MISC-0023-2022
Expression of Interest for Providing/Managing Services for
Recovery Centres for Drug Addicts under Disha Scheme
SSEPD DAG MISC 0023-2022.
No. 6001 Date : 07.08.2024

The EQI aims o select successful agency to act as Programme Implementing Agency (PLA) that
will be responsible to provide/manage services as outlined at scope of work. The details of scope
of work, eligibility criteria and submission of details can be downloaded from website
http://www.ssepd.gov.in Last date and time for submission of the EQI documents by speed post/
Registered post/courier/ hand in all working days up to Dated. 06.09.2024,

This Eol does not entall any commitment on the part of SSEPD Deplt, Govt. of Odisha either
financial or otherwise. SSSEPD reserves the right to acceplt or reject any or all without incurring
any obligation to inform the affected applicant/s of the grounds. The EDI will be evaluated based
on the information provided.

Sd/-
Director, SSEPD

QIPR-46001/11/0010/24-25]

C-410

WATER CORPORATION OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, WATCO

Ground Floor, Unnati Bhawan Near Satyanagar Fly Over Bridge,
Bhubaneswar-751001, Odisha, India
Telefax: +91-674-2391444 @ E Mail: ceowatcoodisha@ gmail.com

EQI ldentification No. CEO, WATCO-06-24/25 Dated : 09.08.2024
WATCO No. 4909 Dated : 09.08.2024

NOTICE INVITATION OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) FOR FINANCIAL MODULE
ENVIRONMENT IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND OTHER REQUIRED DOCUMENTS FOR
INCORPORATION IN THE BID DOCUMENT OF AREA-XII| OF CHENNAI METROPOLITAN
WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD.

Water Corparation of Odisha (WATCO), a state PSL invites financial modula, environmeant impact assassment
Report and the required documents for incorporation in tha bid decument of Area- Xl of CMWSSE.

The propoasal for the above work is invited from the intarested firms having their office in Chennai and
Bhubaneswar in prescribed format so as to reach to the undersigned on or before 20.08.2024 by 5.00 PM.
For detail enquiry, the firms may visit our wabsite www.watcoodisha.in. The management resarves the
right to accept / reject the application without assigning any reason thareof.

Sli-
Chief Executive Offier, WATCO

QIPR-1319411/0011/24-25

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION FOR IMPROVEMENTS OF STATE HIGHWAYS
& MAJOR DISTRICT ROADS UNDER SHDP-PHASE 5 (STAGE-1)

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION NO: 08/2024-25 DATED: 12-08-2024

On behalf of Governor of Karnataka, The Chief Engineer (Additional Charge), Project
Implementation Unit, State Highway Development Project, Bengaluru invites tender from eligible
Class-l contractors registered with KPWD/CPWD. approved vide G.O No: PWD E-304 EAP 2023
Bengaluru, Dated: 29.02.2024 for below mentioned package works under SHDP Phase-5 (Stage-1),
as per Standard Tender Document (KW-4) and SHDP norms in two cover system. The Tenderers
may submit tenders for the work given in the table through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal of
the Government of Karnataka (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in).

Amount put to Tender
: ; Name of Work inclusive of 18% GST (Rs ﬁ'nMLE;khs] CCIass of Duration

0. [RE in Lﬂkhﬂ} : ontractor

1 | PKG Nos: 621, 709, 741,| Package wise amount |Package wise EMD | Class-l |11 months
743, 758, 805, 806 put to tender may be | may be obtained | & above | (including
(2" Call). obtained through  |through KPP Portal monsoon)
PKG Nos: 682, 696, 697, KPP Portal
811, 812 (3" Call).

TENDER PROCESS DETAILS: (1) Tender documents can be downloaded in KPP Portal from:
16.08.2024 to 23.08.2024 upto 4:30 P.M. (2) Pre-Tender meeting on: 19.08.2024 at 11:30 A.M.
(O/o Chief Project Officer, SHDP, Bangalore). (3) Last Date & time for receipt of Tenders: 23.08.2024
upto 4:30 P.M. (4) Date & time for opening of Technical Bid: 27.08.2024 at 11:30 A.M. onwards.
(5) Tentative Date & time for opening of Financial Bid: 04.09.2024 at 11.30 A.M. (6) Corrigendum/
addendums and modifications in notification if any will be published in KPP portal only.

Registered Contractors in KPWD/CPWD and e-procurement are eligible to participate in tender.

Any information about the tendered works can be obtained from Ofo The Chief Project Officer,
Project Implementation Unit, State Highway Development Project, Bengaluru during office hours on
all working days and also through support@eprochelpdesk.com KPP Portal helpdesk telephone
nosare +31-8046010000/ +91-8068948777. Sd/-

Chief Engineer (Additional Charge),

DIPRICPH426/SPAN/2024-25 PIU-SHDP, Bengaluru.

TIMES Inter:

Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

To book your ad

£

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

0% SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice Mo: Y/E. 2972024-25/39
Dated ; 05.08.2024
The undersigned, on behall of the
President of India, invites E-Tenders
for the following work.

Name of the Work | Approx. Value

I =

BUSINESS OFFERS

ASSOCIATES required for
reputed marketing company at
no coat franchizes module, ondy
dedicated may call : 724181575

BUSINESS
PROPOSALS

EARN 1.00.000 to 1000000 por
month install Ladies Sanitary
Pad, Baby Diaper Machine,
Plastic Udyvog with buvback
agreement (govt. approved)
Ds43010487, 83TEOBRTTIL,
BETBUULETS, 011 455200 TH

FINANCE

SITUATION
VACANT

MARKETING,
ADVERTISING &
SALES

SALES |

WANTED Tele Sales
Executive & Field Sales
Executive for a reputed real
estate company. Minimum 1+
vear experience. English +
Eannada mandatory.
Attractive Salary + Incentive.
Location - ER Nagar Bangalore,
Contact B95192W6ES

CHANGE OF NAME

I R Dinakar, Residing @ 15, 3rd
A Main Boad, 1st Cross,
Krizhna Lavout, Hulimavu,
Bannerghatta Main, Road,
Bangalore-560076, intend to
change my name from R
Dinakar To B Dinakar Yikram
Tor future decumentation vide
affidavit dated. Z1-06-2024
Sworn before Notary H K
Ramamurthy, Bangalore,

I, DAYANANDAN.M, 570
Muniswamy, R7at No.9, 2nd
Floor, B.E. Samhita Building
Block-2, EKaveri Sireet,
Eamamurthy Nagar,
Dooravani Nagar, Bengaluru-
60016 have changed my name
from Dayvanandan. M to Daniel
Davanandan M vide affidavit
dated 30.07.2024 before Notary

CHANGE OF NAME

| CHANGE OF NAME |

I Yopesh Patel Vitthalbhai 8/0
Vitthal Patel BE/o Geminl
Hoovina Thota, 12th Cross
Akshavanagar 1st Block
Ramamurihy MNagar,
Bengaluru-s60016, Earnataka
India. have changed my name
to Yogesh Patel

L Srinivasa §/0 Made Pillappa
age 62 years, Rfs. Mo.B7
Palamahalli Road
Kattigenahalll, Yelahanka
Post Bangalore - 64 have
changed my name {o Srinivasa
i affidavit dated 12-08-2024
Sreedevi B.R

L, ¥atish Ashokbhai Patel R/o
B-502, silver Crown Apt. Silver
County Road, Harlur Road
Bengalury-560102 have changed
my minor daughter's name
from Riyva Yatish Patel to Riva
Patel for all purposzes,

L R. Pramila M/o NO 45831804
Rank HAY Name Sandeep, G
presently residing at Vil -
B.E.M.L. Nagar, Bangarpet
Eolar District, Karnataka, [
have changed my name from
PRAMILA to B, PRAMILA vide
Affidavit N O [N -
FASLIGTINETIRS2TW dated 08-
- 22,

I Dulal Khan $/0, Mataleb
Sekh H/o Ward No. 14
Vardapura Road Near Techton
Lavout Hosakote Bangalore
Rual Karnataka - 562114 have
changed my name to Dulal
Sekh.

I Mottalif Khan 5/0, Abdul
Sekh RAo Sitanagar Sagarpara
Murshidabad Dist West Bengal
« 742306 have changed my name
to Mataleh Sekh.

BUSINESS CONNECT

POWER PLANT MACHINERIES
by, _FOR SALE 4

60 MW x 4 Units, 110 MW x 2 Units
Complete Plant & Machineries Such

Boilers, Turbines, Generators, Transformers,
Cables, Pipelines, Motors, Seamless Pipes,
Coal Mills, Pumps, Compressors, ESP, Valves &

other Equipments of American Origin at

Contact - 9823053828, 9867313028 Email Id: - iatsplngp@gmail.com

Orissa.

(Re-tender) Rs. 89,68,360/-
1) Provision and Improvement by
generating Solar power for water
pumping equipment at 10 locations
over Mysuru Division. and 2) Provision
of Solar pumps al various locations
over Mysuru Division.

Last date for submission of bids:

Upto 11:00 Hrs on 26-08-2024

For details log on; www.ireps.gow.in

Senior Divisional Electrical EngineeriGeneral
Mysuru

PUBIE AASPREISWRZ024-25
£ Zoul Westem Rabvay

‘| RAIL WHEEL FACTORY

Yelahanka, Bangalore — 560064
E - TENDER NOTICE Mo:
RWFM/OTIMRS/2024-25/22 dtd. 00/08/2024
E -TENDER: On bahalf of the President of
India, the Principal Chief Mechanical
Engineer invites electronic tender for the
following work online through the website

OTHER VACANCIES Uday Kumar.K, Bengaluru. http:/iwww.ireps.gow.in (Warks)
i i S (1) Tender No.. RWF/MOT/MRS/2024-
3 25/32 did. O%/08/2024, (2) Name of the
WORS FROM HOME I BUS" NESS SOL L TIONS work: Meed based filing and disposal of

: ; Graphite Dust at MRS, [3) Estimated Cost:
EXCITING Cpportunity for
Self Emploved/ Rtd/ NRI/ Rs. 188933640, (4) Earnest Money

Salaried individuals / Ex Govt/ Deposit: Rs. 37800.00, {5) Date &Time of

'8 1 B W BEAE

yiis BUSINESS
1LOAN

gtfccl]:r_-u & _EJ:JI::{!-;??.!.IW':_]S wllé: Closing of Tenders: 31/08/2024 at10.30
EeEaL oW T ATEAT LR Hrs, {6) Completion Period: 24 Months,

Earn more than 1 Lac with tra-
vel abroad chance. 8491949486 (7) This tender notice can be viewed on our

Glebal Selutian

- 10 LAKHS-T0-1000.CR. INTERIORS websile “www.rwh.indianrailways.gov.in”.
: Personal/ Prop./Business/ (LAXMIFINCORP) Deputy Chief Mechanical Engineer/W-l

tender &

. Project/ Home Loan, Intt.
* it 3% per annum in 3Days.
« M 814917679, SUMGTI609

1 FESETREFEERFRA

MINIMUM

..................... : | 3 1 Crore RATE OF INTEREST
100% Absotutety Expenses |_PUBLIC NOTICE ] START WITH 6% to 9% COMPLETE F] SOUTH WESTERN RALWAY
Free Exeallent Finance Offers HA:IHUH PER nHHUH |—I O M E & Tender Notice No., 07-SNT-MYS-2024

If Required Finance Over
IMRE 10 Crore, Proposal Email
to: financednsiiagmailcom

property (49 grounds) bearing & Abﬂve for the fallowing works.
Mew Survey Mo, 36/1 and HPA RE'.EASE
I‘EHI EEtﬂtE bearing door no. 344743 in Redefine Your Space Ak] Mamia of e Work _Appm:. Yol
Velachery without any CIBIL HOT PRDJECT FUNDIHG e - e | 1| Provision of Rs. 3,61,49,043.63
authorisation or basis in fact, with Durable & Intermediate Block Signal between
PROPERTY law ac-contract, Bleue note. | RECIUIRED FOR BUSINESS Beautiful Interiors Arsikere and Banavara Station on both
that we have not authorized UP and D i
ANCILLARIES [EAPResii: DEVELOPMENT ONLY Roplacement o [ TTISETR
5. 1 1ada, .

OFFICE space Avallable for
rent B500 sqff (3250+3250)
Located Near Double road
Lalbagh Gate next {0 HMG &
Madhus Tyre Center. Par-
tially Farnizshed With Gener:
ator backuap, 70 feet Rd facing
and Reserved Parking Space.
Call: $844005254

PUBLIC ™NOTICE : It has
come to our notice that some
persons have been illegally
negotiating for the Sale of our

negotiation and we are not
responsible to any third party

interested they may directly
contact us. AK, Ramkumar” K.
Rajiv {Authorized Partners),
CITADE:L FINE
PHAERMACEUTICALS, 344
Main Road. WVelacherywy,
Chennai 800042, Email;
citadelfinemgmall.com ;
Whatsapp: 0444502562,

www.laxmifincorp.in
FOR LOANS CONTALCT NOW

7hillsglobal01@gmail.com

+91 7448972209 e vt
+91 7448972296 44

2100 Crores SECURED &

UNSECURED LOAN

(SME / CORPORATE)

=

i,

L

i
=

W
A4

COMMERCIAL

® INTERIORS

©® Modern Design

C 9164 056 000

@ Direct from Factory @& Skilled Workforce
JOIN THE CLUB OF 15,000+ HAPPY CUSTOMERS

COMMERCIAL for consequences thereaf and | eop | OANS MAIL NOW o with SSBPAC to enhance the reliability
PREMISES shall bear no liability for the A & Modular Setup @ 100% Transparency & Durable Finish of the block instrument in Arsikera -
same. Should anvone be f

T4C Apphy

Dated : 06-08-2024
The undersigned, on behalf of the
President of India, invites E-Tenders

| 2| Replacement of
conventional type block instrument

Birur section of Mysuru Division,

Last date for submission of bids:
Up to 11:00 Hrs on 28-08-2024

For details log on: www.ireps.gov.in

Senior Divisional Signal &

Telecommunication, Mysuru
) ] A
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SC takes exception to UP CM’s

office for flouting its order

Says Not The First Case Of Delay In Taking Decision On Premature Release

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Taking exception
to Uttar Pradesh chief mini-
ster secretariat not accepting
and processing a file for pre-
mature release of a prisoner
on the ground that the model
code of conduct was in force
during general elections, Su-
preme Court on Monday so-
ught to know the name of the
officer who was responsible
for it as it had specifically or-
dered that model code of con-
duct is not a hindrance in ta-
king the decision.

The court had on April 10
asked UP to consider a per-
manentremission pleaof ali-
fe term convict who had alre-
ady spent more than 14-years
in jail and granted it six we-
eks time. The matter came up
for hearing after twelve we-
eksonJuly 7but the state aga-
in sought time of two weeks
which was granted by the co-
urt with a warning that no
further extension would be
granted and contempt of co-
urt proceedings would be ini-

The court had on April 10 asked Uttar Pradesh govt
to consider a permanent remission plea of a life term
convict who had already spent more than 14-years

in jail, and granted the state six weeks time

tiated in case of non-compli-
ance. The courtwas informed
that the jail authorities had
favourably recommended the
case of the petitioner.

The court also allowed the
state to go ahead and take a de-
cision irrespective of model co-
deof conduct being in place du-
ring the general election. As
the govt failed to take a final de-
cision, the court had on August
adirected the principal secreta-

N 3114 BC, predicted the world
- wnuld end on Dec 21, 2012

After 11 yrs, Guj HC grants bail to 2
accused in jail tunnel case

he Gujarat high court on Monday granted regular bail to

two people accused in an attempted Sabarmati jail-break
case from 2013. They, along with 22 others, all accused in the
2008 serial blasts case, dug a 213-foot tunnel to escape from
the jail according to the charges. The two men who were
granted bail on Monday, Nasir Ahmed Patel and Nadeem
Saiyed, are among the three who were acquitted two years
ago in the 2008 serial blasts case, but arrested in the tunnel
digging case. After their acquittal in the serial blasts case, in
which 49 were convicted, Patel and Saiyed applied for bail.
However, their request was rejected by the court citing the
gravity of the offence. After filing successive bail pleas,
Musaib Shaikh, their counsel, contended that the accused
have been behind bars in the case for 11 years and there is no
possibility of a trial soon. This is because all the accused
people have been in jail and available for the trial, but certain

legal tangles delayed it.

STA  STICS A slice of life in numbers

China’s Olympics Dominance

Although China dominates the recent Olympics, its overall tally of
727 medals is lower than those of the USA (2,772}, Germany (1,294)
and GB (383). Amid civil war and Japanese occupation, China first
participated in 1932, In the next 3 editions, it couldn’t win a medal.
Because of a dispute with 10C over Taiwan, China withdrew from the
next 6 games and didn't participate in the Moscow Games
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rv of the prison administra-
tion department of the state to
remain present in the court
through video conference.
When a bench headed by
Justice Abhay S Oka and Au-
oustine George Masih asked
the secretary the reason for de-
lay; he informed the bench that
the file was sent to CM secreta-
riat which refused to accept
thefile and sent it back. The co-
urt thereafter asked him to file

Why not

his response on atfidavit gi-
ving details of what happened
and the name of the officer in
CM office who refused to ac-
cept the file. The court said
that it may proceed against the
officer for contempt.

The court noted that it
was not the first case where
there had been delay in ta-
king decision on premature
release. In other cases also
the court had said that such
approach of the govt was not
acceptable.

Advocate Pradeep Yadav,
appearing for the life convict,
submitted that the state govt
approach had been discrimi-
natory asone accused Udayb-
han Karvariva was granted
remission only after comple-
ting nine vears in jail. Yadav
said that the accused in that
case was granted premature
release by the governor exer-
cising his power U/a 161 of
Constitution despite the fact
that he killed not only a sit-
ting MLA but also committed
murder of two unknown per-
sons who were passing by the
incident place.

childcare

leave for single dads,
Calcutta HC asks govt

Srishti.Lakhotia
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Calcutta high court
on Monday directed the Beng-
al govttodecide whether toex-
tend childcare leave — on par
with women — to an employee
who is a single father, savinga
father was equally re-
sponsible for raising
hischildren as much as
amother would be.
Under state govt po-
licy, male employees
are allowed only 30 da-
yvs' leave on account of their
Kids (under paternity leave),
while women are entitled to
730 days (under childcare lea-
ve), Justice Amrita Sinha was
hearing a petition by Md Abu
Raihan, a teacher at a govt-ai-
ded school in North 24 Parga-
nas, whose wife died in Dec
2023, making him the primary
caregiver of their two child-
ren. He moved court after he
was allowed only 30 davs’ lea-

ve to look after them, follo-
wing current laws.

Justice Sinha said state
govt should treat its employe-
esequally, withoutany gender
bias, adding that it should ex-
tend similar benefits to men
as it does for women. She as-
ked the state finance depart-
ment joint secretary to
consider the teacher’s
plea to review the state
govi's childcare sche-
me, The petitioner’s co-
unsel contended that
the wvariance in the
number of leaves was discri-
minatory and gender-biased.
“When the Constitution spe-
aks of equality, the state govt
should rise to the oceasion
and encourage equality in all
respects,” he argued, saving
childeare leave should be equ-
ally distributed.

Counsel for the state told
the court that the benefit
granted to women employees
was not yetavailable to men.

Atul Thakur

Fan Zhendong
wion Gold in
2024 :

Source: 10C

HC: Review
0Cl plea for
HK minors with
Pak-born mom

Chandigarh: Punjab and
Harvana high court direc-
ted the minisiry of external
affairs (MEA) to reconsider
the request for Overseas Ci-
tizen of India (OCI) cards
made by two minors whose
maother is a former Pakista-
ni citizen and father a nati-
ve of Punjab. Both parents
currently hold Hong Kong
citizenship.

The Indian consulate ge-
neral in Hong Kong had re-
jected their application, ci-
ting the mother’'s previous
Pakistani citizenship. Ho-
wever, Justice Vinod 8§
Bhardwaj of the high court
said in a recent judgment
that Section T(A)3) of the
Citizenship  Act, 1955,
grants Union govt the dis-
cretion to make exceptions
insuch cases.

The family's counsel ar-
gued that the Centre had
overlooked Section T(AN3).
which allows for exceptions
if “special circumstances”
aredetermined. Tun

Apologise to CIM, J&K HC
tells DC in contempt case

Saleem.Pandit
@timesofindia.com

Srinagar: Jammu and Kash-
mir high court on Monday rejec-
ted the oral apology of Gander-
bal deputy commissioner (DC)
Shyambir Singh in a contempt
of court case, and gave him two
days’ time for “a more concrete
demonstration of remorse” by
personally apoelogising to Gan-
derbal chief judicial magistrate
(CJM) Fayvaz Ahmad Qureshi.

The CJM had initiated con-
tempt proceedings against
Singh, a 2018 batch IAS officer;
for trying to harass and intimi-
date him after the judge issued
an order to stop the salary of se-
veral govt officials, including the
DC, for non-compliance of court
order in a land dispute case.

The DC, who was summo-

- Kavitha, Nair seek parity -

with Sisodi

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Citing Supreme
Court's ruling that delay in tri-
al and long incarceration are
grounds to grant bail in money
laundering cases, Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leader
K Kavitha and Aam Aadmi
Party communications-in-
charge Vijay Nair told the top
courtthat they tooshould be be
granted bail as the same relief
was granted to co-accused Del-
hi CM Arvind Kejriwal and
Manish Sisodia.
Theirpetitions werelisted
before two different benches
buttheirlawversrelied onthe
same ground to seek relief
and brought to the court's no-
tice the recent verdict in Siso-
dia's case in which he was
granted bail in both corrup-
tion and money laundering
cases being probed by CBI
and ED respectively Kavitha,
who has been in custody for fi-
ve months, has sought bail in
both CBI and ED cases from
the SC but Nair, in custody for
23 months, is seeking bail in
the PMLA case as he has alre-

a & Kejriwal

ady got bail from the trial co-
urtinthe CBl case.

Pleading for relief for Ka-
vitha, senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi told a bench of Justi-
ces B R Gaval and K V Viswa-
nathan that the SC had re-
cently granted bail to Sisodia
and Kejriwal on the ground of
delay in trial and she should
also be granted relief as the
trial had not started against
her and she had spent five
months in custody.

Agreeing to hear her plea,
the bench issued notice to CBI
and ED and posted the matter
for Aug 20 after Rohatgi sought
an early date. The daughter of
former Telangana CM K
Chandrashekar Rao was ar-
rested by ED on March 15 and
then by CBlon April11. She has
been accused of being a key
member of the ‘South Group’,
which allegedly bribed AAP in
return for changing the excise
policy in the national capital.
Her bail plea was dismissed by
a trial court as well as Delhi
High Court. Dismissing her
plea on July 1, the HC had said
that probe in the case was at a
crucial stage,

ned by the high court, appeared
before adivision bench compri-
sing justices Atul Sreedharan
and Sanjeev Kumar to respond
tothecontemptcharges. “Itwas
because of unforeseen cir-
cumstances, [ can never dream
of disrespecting the court, [
apologise,” Singh submitted.

The bench, however, was
unimpressed, and told the DC:
“If vou are sincere, go to the
CJM Ganderbal and tender vo-
ur apology there. Your apology
may be considered then.”

The matter was adjourned to
Wednesday The CJM initiated
the contempt proceedings aga-
inst Singh, accusing him of mi-
susing his official position to ha-
rass him and interfere with the
judicial process by deployving a
revenue team to survey his land
without proper notice,

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Can't arrest
'~ Puja Khedkar
till Aug 21, HC

tells pollce

New Delhi: The Delhi high
court on Monday granted
interim protection from ar-
resttill Aug2ltoformerlAS
probationer Puja Khedkar,
accused of cheating and
wrongly availing OBC and
disability quota benefits to
jointhe service,

Justice Subramonium
Prasad, while grantingreli-
ef, issued notices to Delhi
Police and the Union Public

Service Commission
(UPSC)on her anticipatory
bail plea.

“...the court is of the
opinion that the petitioner
be not arrested till the next
date of hearing,” HC said,
adding that Khedkar shall
cooperate with the investi-
oation. It listed the case for
further hearing on Aug21.

During the hearing, the
HC asked the police and
UBSC to explain why her
custody is required in the
case when allegations are
of “falserepresentation” in
adocument. Tun
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® A free primary care physician for every Indian available
24x7 and a free tutor for every child is doable in 2-to-5 years ®

Between the perils of tomorrow and the promise of tomorrow, Vinod Khosla has always bet on the latter. That’s why billionaire founder of Khosla Ventures, who describes himself as a ‘techno-optimist
with caring & empathy’, is busy convincing the world of an Al-powered future that can be good for all. Among the first investors in Open Al — and several Indian Al startups — Khosla
spoke to Rohit Saran, Sujit John and Surojit Gupta of TOI on a host of issues ranging from Al to startups to Muhammad Yunus and Elon Musk. Here’s an edited excerpt:

7 ou have been one of the early Do we want farm B India has schemes for guaranteed passion, and startup as a business
\; investors in OpenAl. You have | b t b work, I think we will have to get guar- in India?
also invested in Al startups in abourers 1o e anteed income, B The venture business in the US is very

India. As a longtime technologist and
tech investor what are your views on
Al and the opportunities it offers?
B Let's look at a couple of different as-
pects of Al. From the national securitv
point of view, govts want

earning (low) farm wages
working in 45 degrees
centigrade? No, that’s not a
job. It's servitude, but it’s a

Should it be universal basic income?
B I think it will be absolutely required.
I first wrote about it in 2016 that AT will
cause great GDP growth, great produc-
tivity growth. 1 ended that piece by say-

different what's called the private equity
business, which is the investing business,
where you run spreadsheets and you cal-
culate rates of return. We just bet on big
ideas and we bet on technological risk.
India’s startup system has been closer to

to be in control of their Al TOI INTERVIEW necesgity tﬂday__we can ing, we will need to think about univer- private equity than real risk-taking. If
destiny, not be dependent h th t f sal basic income. It's very clear to me, vyou need a physics invention or an Al al-
on foreign algorithms. change tne nature o it's where it leads, but there will be gorithm invented, voudon’t know you can
This is why we invested in Sarvam in those inhs" enough abundance. If we are thinking do it when you start. So, risk taking is

India. Because India should have a na-
tional Al champion. We have invested
in a company called Sakana in Japan.
Japan has already announced doubling
of its national defence budget. They
made it clear that Al be a Japanese Al,
s0 they have control over it. Sovereign-
tv and Al are important at a level peo-
ple don’t quite understand.

I would like to see a primary care
physician for every Indian, available
24/7, for free as part of the set of digi-
tal services the govt offers. Aadhaar
was the first example of such a service.
The hardest part of that service was
identity, and that’s already done. With
UPI payments are done too. There's no
reason not to add other digital services
— the two most important ones are a
free tutor for every child and a free pri-
mary care doctor for every citizen of
the country.

I would like to send a clear message
to the Indian govt that Al educators, Al

this tutor do better. Turns out it's not
only cheaper, but also substantially bet-

“ An ultrasound can be

sive ones too, but small hand-held,
portable ones are becoming inexpen-
sive and adapted to the Indian envi-
ronment. All six lakh, however many
villages there are, should have one. In
fact, these diagnostics can be put in one
van—blood test, ultrasound, ECG...

We have a company called Alivecor
that sells ECG machines in the US for
$99. They diagnose without a cardiolo-
ojst 35 different cardiology conditions
with Al It's FDA approved. Most of
cardiology can be done with a simple
device, and vou don't need expertise,
and expertise is what's expensive. The
cardiologist is what takes 20 vears to
train. So, this is the promise that [ hope
India pivots to rapidly

India has large vouth unemployment
and the fear is that Al could worsen it...
B This is a real issue. Firstly, vou can

of the world in 2050 do we want farm
labourers to be earning farm wages
working in 45 degrees centigrade heat
in the fields? No, that’s not a job. In my
view it's servitude, but it's a necessity
today, and if we can change the nature
of those jobs then it's a good thing.

The notion of GDP creation and
GDP acceleration is separate from the
notion of distribution in the west. It's
a controversial idea... evervbody wants
low taxes. India is in a much better
position to tackle it. Things like guar-
anteed work schemes were a bad idea
from an economist point of view when
they were enacted. They may not be a
bad idea in the world of Al, because
they are really ways for redistributing
income.

We have to find
somebody who has a

very different from the financial venture
ecosystem in India. It is less risk-taking
and more focused on growth investments.
| hope we start to get to more fundamental
risk taking in India.

Should the govt play a role in setting
up a large fund itself?

M [ don't think govts should be in this
business. It's too dynamic a business
for governments.

You were one the earliest backers of
Sam Altman. What prompted you to
invest in Open AI?

B Look, there are so many good ideas.
People don't try them, and when they
try them, you need certain types of spe-
cial individuals to make them happen.
These things don't happen because
some academic made a forecast, They
happen because one person decides to
change things. When Elon Musk said, I
will build an electric car, every major

teachers for every child in India would ter It can teach each kid at the level at done h'_',! an Al. You upgrade the skills of India's youth very ‘H’iSiﬂl‘l ﬂ,l‘ld can turn i‘l il’ltﬂ 5 | automaker in the world had given up on
cost far, far less than today’s schools which they are, in their language, in a " quickly with Al. We had a company s s A it. In fact, the department of energy
way that the kid will understand best. d“" t “'EEd an ultrﬂﬁﬂﬂ“d (that General Electric bought) to teach I"Eﬂllty. MllkEEh Afﬂhﬂl‘ll dld here did a forecast for the number of

and provide much more personalised
instruction. Similarly, Al primary care
doctors could scale primary care and
health far better than any other way
None of these are hard technologies in
today’'s context of Al, and we are work-
ing on both. If the Indian govt wanted
to take and offer it as their service, we
would give them all the technology for
free. There's no agenda here. I'd give
them all the technology for free, so it
becomes a govt service, and nobody has
any questions about what the agenda
is, other than these services should
be available to every Indian and every
Indian child and even adult education.
It’s very, very doable in the very short:
term, and [ mean two-to-five years max.,

If the govt wants to
take and offer it as

their service, we’d give all

the technology for free”

Where does one start? What would
be the roles for the govt, private
sector?

B My wife is in India right now, talk-
ing about our free Al tutor (CK-12 tu-
tor). One way is to just take it over, It's
used in many countries already It's be-
ing translated into 120 different lan-
guages. ['m fine if they develop it inside
India and take it over and have a start-
ing point that's useful today. Kids using

For example, the same phyvsics concept
can be explained using the analogy of
cricket or dance, depending on which
kid understands better with what anal-
ogv. You can generate Al explanations
in real time, generate the content so it
looks more interesting, though it's
teaching the same concept. An Al tutor
would change the level and method of
teaching depending on each student’s
level of understanding. If they're not
keeping up with the class. Teach them
in simpler steps, change the language...
I really hope this becomes a na-
tional agenda in India. We would give
the technology, The content is already
there. 1 think fairly large chunks are
translated into the Indian context. It's
relatively lightweight to launch it as
part of the digital public infrastruc-
ture. Digital public infrastructure
should include payments, which are
hasic financial services everybody
needs. It should include educa-
tion. It should include primary
healthcare. You can then ex-
pand

philanthropicallw

Medical diagnostics in
rural areas is an is-
sue, not so much
getting a doctor
online. How do
you think Al
can solve this
problem?

it to others. This can ,f
be done, and it can be done r}}'-" ’_

technician anymore”

B In India we started ‘10 Bed ICU" dur-
ing Covid, because ICUs were not avail-
able in most parts of rural India. 1 do-
nated the first couple of 100 to remote
areas and we wanted to cover all 700
remote districts in India. It's working
really, really well. Al lets you take an
unskilled person and teach them very
quickly how to do skilled tasks, be-
cause the expertise sits in the Al A 10
Bed ICU is a very simple version of it,
tvpically under the supervision of a re-
gional hospital. A hospital in Manipur
would cover the remote areas around
it. It's just the beginning of what is re-
ally possible.

Yes, if you need an MRI, vou are go-
ing to go to a city to get an MRI. But for
simpler things like even an ultrasound

can be done by an Al You don't

%, need an ultrasound techni-

: cian anymore. You can buy
these devices for Rs 50,000,
Of course, there's expen-

an Uber driver to do a cardiac ultra-
sound in a week, It's FDA approved.
This is an extension of the idea of an
Al tutor, which is where we should
start. You can impart skills, which very
quickly, can be upgraded so they can
participate at a higher level. The coun-
tries that do this well will be more com-
petitive than others. Secondly, it's hard
to imagine the Kind of abundance we
can get (in an Al-driven economy). If
GDP grows 10% in real terms for the
next 25 vears, vou can imagine the
standard of living we can achieve and
the kind of surplus we can have to pro-
vide income and other support to peo-
ple for whom transition will be hard.
The economy can grow much, much
faster, and people can be upskilled
much faster. We should think about the
transition period. There’s very much
Utopia at the other end, but there is a
transition period, and people will
et disrupted.

Are vou talking about guaranteed
work or guaranteed income?

Risk-taking is very different
from the financial venture
ecosystem in India — it's less risk-
taking and more focused on growth
investments. | hope we start to get to
more fundamental risk-taking in India”

that with Jio. Sam Altman is
doing it with Gen Al. He was
a big part of my belief in Al”

How should AT be regulated? There
are differing views on this...

B | believe there's some right level of
regulation. I was very involved in what
President Biden did with what's called
the ‘executive order on AI', and that
was the right level to focus it on. The
technology is in very early stages. Re-
member, it was only December of 2022
that ChatGPT was released. It's so new,
most people haven't had time to adjust.
And, my bet is that in 6-12 months from
now, the capability will be substantial-
Iy better than it is today. Technology 1s
malking rapid progress, but, vou know,
human beings adjust at their pace, and
jobs will take a decade or two to adjust.
If vou look at my robot prediction (over
a billion robots that will do most of the
low-value labour work done today), it's
like creating a business larger than the
auto industry globally. How long does
that take to put in place? A long time.
So, the physical world moves at a differ-
ent pace, even with technology like ro-
bots. We just have to recognise that
these things have to be managed and
managed closely Regulation may need
to protect certain people,

What do you think about the future
of entrepreneurship as an individual

electric cars in 2035, which Elon Musk
(Tesla) exceeded in 2016 itself. So, big
companies and institutions don’t do
these things. We have to find somebody,
who has a vision and can turn it into a
reality. Mukesh Ambani did that with
Jio, He said, T will lay fibre... T don’t
care about the market. Evervbody
thought it was a stupid $10 billion in-
vestment. He just made it happen. So, it
takes individuals, and Sam was a big
part of my belief in Al

Dependence on technology is also
creating a lazy workforce at a time
when India needs to reap benefits
from the demographic dividend...

B The one problem technology will not
solve 18 human motivation. If there’s
an easier way, humans tend to take it. 1
am not sure we should say technology
will solve every problem, because hu-
man motivations will not change. They
haven't changed for the last 500 years.
In the new context, they're presented
differently, but personal self-interest
has always been the case. Less work
and more goods have always been some-
thing people strive for

Sean the QR code to
watch and read longes
version of this inferview,
imcliding Khosla's
views on his ofd friend
Muhammad Yunus and
his Twitter exchange

with Flon Musk

our flights from Ahmedabad have been delayed,” a Spicelet
spokesperson told TOL. The airline's Dubai-bound flight was
delayed by seven hours, while domestic operations to Delhi,
Ayodhya and Goa also faced delays. Spicelet operates two daily
flights from Ahmedabad to Delhi, they were delayed by three
hours and six-and-a-half hours. The flights to Ayodhya and Goa

were delayed by at least seven hours. Similar was the situation for
the arrivals. “A Goa-Ahmedabad Spicelet flight scheduled to arrive
in the city at 10.35am arrived by 5.19pm. Similarly, a
Delhi-Ahmedabad flight scheduled to arrive here by 11.45am
arrived at 6pm. The flight arriving from Ayodhya was delayed by
about 7 hours," a source told TOL.

Spicelet flights delayed over ‘salary’

Ahmedabad: Low-cost carrier Spicelet faced major operational
disruptions, reportedly due to non-payment of salaries, delaying

five flights from Ahmedabad by three to seven hours on Monday.

“Due to operational reasons (grounding of an aircraft), some of

YouTuber cooks peacock;
activists demand probe

her controversial video on coo-
king wild boar curry. Although
these videos have since been
deleted, animal rights activists
have demanded an investiga-
tion by police and forest offici-
als, “A case has been registe-
red under BNS sections and
sirictest action will be taken
against him and others who
indulge in such activities,”

U.Sudhakarreddy
@timesofindia.com

Government of Maharashtra
Swachh Maharashtra Mission (U)

Urban Development Department
4th Floor, Apeejay House, Dinshaw Vacha Rd, Churchgate, Mumbai, Maharashtra 400020
Adv. No: SMM/Adv/828/2024

TOWN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL,

CHANNARAYAPATNA, HASSAN DISTRICT =

PH.NO: 08176-255411, 254543 email add:
itstaff_ulb_channarayapatna@yahoo.co.in website add : http:/
Jwww.channarayapatnatown.mrc.gov.in/

No. TMC/CRP/EE Tender/CR/ 07/2024-25 Date: 12-08-2024
: E-Procurement Tender :

Hyderabad: Despite crack-
down by Wildlife Crime Cont-
rol Bureau (WCCB) on YouTu-
be channels promoting illegal
hunting and cooking protected
wildlife, several channels con-
tinue to host videos featuring
recipes of wild boar, deer, mo-

Date: 13/08/2024
Tender Notice
Mission Directorate, Swachh Maharashtra Mission invites online tenders from reputed and experienced firms to participate in bidding for
the below-mentioned RFPs.

The Chief Officer, TMC, Channarayapatna invites tenders from Name of RFPs RFF No. Bid Security Cost of Period of Date of Bid Due Date nitorlizard, and even peafowl.  Rajanna Sircilla SP Akhil
eligible tenderers, for the development of works detailed in Document Completion Publishing A latest video of a YouTu- Mahajan said in a post on ‘X",
the below. The tenderers may submit the tenders as below. REP ber, Kodam Pranaykumar, on  Police have now launched a

Name of Work: Providing Services of Solid Waste Management Request for Proposal { RFP ) for Selection of RFP No: INR Rs. 5,000/ Twelve 13/08/2024 03/09/2024 “Traditional Peacock Curry manhunttonabhim.
labours Such as Drivers, Supervisor, Watchman, Tractor ﬁﬂ":ﬁ ﬁ.?ff]f:i 3.;!] :;t::tllli::ifntdg Jq 'E::t:h SM“;E;E?; ;gi}m i Riﬁ?fgn . T%ﬁiﬂﬁ L:;{;] (12) Months 11:00 hrs 15:00 hrs Hecige’ on hi?channei hastrig- W'lﬁ lt:tfur%] n;_i tnt IF‘mregis ﬁl;lj
; ; sl k - WL ; ! ' gered an oulrage among anil- uaire roectlon SoOCiety
Lﬂad.‘e':f' and Llns._kllled labours on Out source basis For Town Bharat Mission ( Urban ) 2.0 Maharashtra Lakh only 3. Inclusive of mal rights activists. A casehas  (FAWPS), another channel
Municipal Council, Channarayapayna Indent No:-DMA/2024- GST. 5 % ! : 3
i been registered against Prana-  OneVBH Vlogs from Telanga-

25/5E3409. Eprocurement portal Address (Visit:https:// : . ;

kppp.karnataka.gov.in/), Channarayapatna Website Address }rkumﬁl‘ 2 rl‘es_lden’r of Tangal- n_a. ha? been relmatg.-dhr uploa-
i h 0 : d 44 Name of RFPs RFP No. Estimated Bid Security Cost of Period of Date of Bid Due lapalli in Sircilla. ding videos of hunting protec-
A R i patnatown.mrc.gov.in. 1] Last date and time Project Document | Completion | Publishing Date InthevideouploadedonSa-  ted species. “We have asked the
for receipt of tr_enders through E-pgrtal : From DE-ﬂEaEDETq to Cost RFF turday, hedemonstrateshowto  officials to take immediate ac-
23-08-2024, “Tirne:17.30 P.M 2] Time and date of npening of Request for Proposal ( RFP) For “Procure- | SMM!/ INR Rs 2,50,000,- INR 2,500/~ |  Three 13/08/2024 | 28/08/2024 cook peafowl curry using tra-  tion and book them under rele-
Technical bid : date: 26-08-2024, time 11.00 A.M  Estimate ment of Tractors for Carriage of Municipal | C&T/827/2024 | 758 Cr. | (Rupees Three Lakh | (Inclusive | (3) Months |  11:00 hrs 15:00 hrs ditional methods, indirectly wvant sections of law,” Mirza
Cost- 99.58 L EMD Amount - 2.0 L Solid Waste Under Solid Waste Manage- and Fifty Thousand | of GST) promoting theillegal killingof  Kareem Baig of FAWDPS said,
ment for ULBs in the Maharashtra Stae” Only) the national bird. Pranavku- expressing frustration over

sdf- (K N Hemantha) Chief Officer,
TMC Channarayapatna
aokaf2024-25

mar's 5riTV channel hasanot- lackof action.

TIMES

BUSINESS

The complete bidding process will be online {e-tendering ). Tender documents can be downloaded from the website hup://mahatenders gov.in from 13/08/2024
11:00 hrs. Bids can be submitted online in the e-tendenng portal www mahatenders. gpov.in as per above bid schedule. All the notifications regarding this tender
notice hereafier will be published online on the website _upmsﬂgﬂd_rb_m Sd/-
Mission Directorate,
Maharashira Urban Development Mission,
Swachh Maharashtra Mission

MSME DEVELOPMENT AND FACILITATION OFFICE

MINISTRY OF MSME, Government of India

]
Fl
|
[i

A University of Agricultural Sciences

DGIPR/2024-2025/1887

Estate Office, GKVK, Bangalore — 560065
No. EQ/SPO/e-Proc/7/2024-25 Date:05-08-2024

TENDER NOTIFICATION

BUSINESS

INTEGRATING SOLUTIONS

Pro Hiil Rajajinagar Industrial Estate, Bengaluru-560 010.
(Through e-Procurement Portal Only) — Ph: 080-23151581/82/83, e-Mail: dcdi-bang@dcmsme.gov.in

The University of Agricultural Sciences, Bengaluru has
invited Tender in the prescribed form as per the Standard
tender document KG-1, & KG-2, from the reputed firms for
the procurement of Equipment's.

Blank Tender Documents can be downloaded from
https:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in, Last date and time for
uploading the tender on19-08-2024 up to 4.00 p.m. The
Technical bid will be opened on 21-08-2024 at 10.30
a.m. The Financial bid will be opened on 24-08-2024 at
10.30 a.m. inthe Tender Committee room of Estate Office.
Further details can be had from the office of the
undersigned during working hours and also refer Website:
support@eprochelpdesk.com Help Desk- 91-80-
46010000, +91-80-68948777. Or www.uasbangalore.
edu.in The University reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all the tenders without assigning any reasons.

Sd/- ESTATE OFFICER

NOTIFICATION

MSME Development & Facilitation Office, Govt. of India, Ministry of
MSME, Rajajinagar Industrial Estate, WOC Road, Bengaluru has
received a proposal from M/S. Tori Dental Ceramics Manufacturers Biler 7 il B | zsm'ummsums :
Association, Dental Cluster, Bengaluru for the Establishment of Common ¢ < 3 - -.'.__,___ mmgmm
Facility Centre for Dental Labs under MSE-CDP, Gol scheme at 19/1, .5 '

3rd cross, Magadi main road, Vrusbhavathi nagara, Kamakshipalya
Industrial area, Bengaluru District. The total project cost of Rs. 10 crores.
In this regard anybody having similar projects for Establishment of CFC
in the vicinity of Bengaluru are requested to submit the proposal along
with requisite details to this office within 10 days from date of publication

of this Notification.
CBC 25113/12/0033/2425

GARDENING EQUIPMENT

)

]mplifon | World's No. | Hear

i

ALSO AVAILABLE: ECO-FRIENDLY CHIPPER, SHREDDER & SNAKE CATCHER
Authorized Dealer: SRl VIGHNESHWARA ENTERPRISES (BANGALORE)

¢, 9980013389 €5 www.sharpex.com

4 sveblri@gmall.com

DIPR/CP/1412/2024-25
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exotic wildlife from passenger

First Gibbon And Flylng Lemur Smuggling Case In India

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Customs officials
at Chennai international air-
port arrested on Sunday a
passenger from Thailand and
seized from his possessionex-
otic wildlife and reptiles, in-
cluding a siamang gibbon
monkey, two Sunda flying le-
murs, nine four eyed-turtles,
five Indo-chene box turtles,
two green-tree python, one
white-lipped python, a red-fo-
ot tortoise and a keeled-box
turtle. The flyer, Mohamed
Meera Sardharali, had come
from Banghkok.

The species, most of
which are new to the trade, is
an indicator of how the choi-
ces of illegal exotic pet lovers
have changed, experts say.

The passenger, found car-
rving a few cartons, was stop-
ped for questioning and offi-
cials found a variety of wild-
life species hidden in ventila-
ted boxes. The species were
identified with the help of

EXOTIC ESEAPEES A siamang gibbon and slrthEnng pythons caught in
Chennai smugaling bust. Officials confirmed they were in good health

Wildlife Crime Control Bu-
reau (WCCB) who fed the ani-
mals and later confirmed
thev were in good health.

Based on the confession of
Mohamed Meera Sardharali,
customs officials secured Mo-
hammed Idris (37), who was
waiting toreceive the animals,
and handed him over to WCCB
officials. The Chennai wildlife
warden was alerted.

Based on Idris’ inputs,
WCCB and forest officials se-
arched a house at Lakshmi-
puram, in Kolathur, and sei-
zed 240 Indian-roofed turtles
and tricarinate hill turtles,
383 star tortoises, three black
pond turtles, and a roval ball
python. The house had been
rented by S Ravi Kumar, a po-
lice constable dismissed for
his repeated involvement in

the illegal wildlife trade, said

an official. “ldris was wor-
king as a smuggler for Ravi
Kumar. The department is lo-

oking out for Ravi Kumar ;

whoisout onbail.”

wildlife officials said the |

species smuggled from Thai-
land were native to different
continentsand had arrived in
Bangkok en route to Chennai
tobesold inthe illegal pettra-
de. “This is the first time a
gibbon and flying lemur have
been smuggled into India.
With details of their feed and
upkeep unknown, they may
not be able to survive if trea-
ted like other pets,” said a
wildlife official.

The species seized in Ko-
lathur are native to northeas-
tern and northern India, whi-
le star tortoises are found in
the dry deciduous forests of
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu. All the turtle species
seized are categorised under
Schedule I of the Wildlife Pro-
tection Act of 1972,

Police launch manhunt
after deadly stampede

Plaintiff demands
trench for
Gyanvapi survey

Rajeev.Dikshit
@timesofindia.com

Varanasi: The plaintiff
the original Kashi Vishwa-
’—l_"'he vendor fled after the

nath-Gvanvapi dispute suit
has demanded the digging of

atrenchforanadditional sur-
vey of the mosque to reach
what he referred to as “the :

sanctum sanctorum of Aadi

well are buried under its cen-
tral dome”. The litigant, ad-
vocate Vijav Shankar Rasto-

gl, in case No. 610/1991 Sway-
ambhuLord Vishweshwarvs
Anjuman Intejamia Masajid :
(Gyanvapl mosque manage- -
: turnout of 50,000 to 1 lakh de-
his argument on Monday be- :
fore a fast-frack court (FTC) :
in support of an additional :
ASIsurveyof themosque Af-
terthis, the FTCof civiljudge
(senior division) Prashant :
Kumar Singh fixed Aug 2l as :
the next date of hearing and :
asked AIM to file its reply by
- Pandey said. CM Nitish Ku-

ment committee), completed

then, Rastogi told TOL

b Continued from page 1

stampede. Police have
launched a manhunt,”
Jehanabad DM
Pandey said. According to SP

Alankrita

+ Arvind Pratap Singh, people
Vishweshwartemplewherea :
tall Shivling and artesian :
: to a stampede on a staircase
: where many of them fell.

at the front started moving
back after the clash, leading

“Most of the victims were In
their30s and 40s,” the SPsaid.

The DM denied allega-
tions of police lathicharge.
“The temple sees a massive

votees on Somvari. We allow
batches of 5,000 devoteesata
time, All precautions were in
place,” Pandey said.
According to the DM, a
committee of officials will
carry out a probe. “The com-
mittee has been asked to sub-
mit its report in three days,”

Family members of the victims mourn in Jehanabad on Monday

mar expressed condolences,
describing the deaths as “ex-
tremely painful”, He an-
nounced an ex gratiaof Rs 4
lakh for the Kin of the de-
ceased,

Local RJD MLA EKumar
Krishna Mohan alleged that

enough police had not been
deployed. “If it was s0, the sit-
uation could have been con-
tained with just injuries, not
deaths,” hesaid. Mohancalled
for oxvegen cylinders to be pro-
vided at large gatherings to
prevent similar tragedies.

> Continued from page 1

tion to two orders passed by a two-

rectly. In doing so, the SC had followed
an earlier judgment that had cancelled
illegal allocation of 2G spectrum to pri-
vate parties on a first come-first served

Chennai airport officials Selze Coal scam: SC debates accused's appeal rights

could not be constricted by barring
them from moving the jurisdictional
HC under Section 482 of Criminal Pro-
cedure Code to appeal against orders

[%hati drew the court’s atten-

S judge bench led by Justice A w—
S Oka asking coal scam accused
to move the jurisdictional HC for
relief, while refusing to enterta-
in their pleas.

The three-judge benches of
the SC in their judgments of 2014
and 2017 had said if any accused wanted
to challenge an order of the trial court,
then they would have to move the SC di-

T
e {

sed, senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi sa-
id therightof theaccused, who are pre-
sumed innocent till pronounced guilty,

of thetrial court. Thoughthe SChad ta-
ken care to stop accused from delaving
trial by moving the top court, the stay it
granted on April 1, 2015, to the sum-
mons issued by a trial court to former
PM Manmohan Singh in the alleged ir-
regular allocation of Talabira-II coal
block in Odisha to Hindalco in 2005 has
not come up for hearing even once in
the last nearly one decade.

basis. The intent of the court
was to prevent accused in both
26 scam and coal scam from im-
peding the trial process by mo-
ving the HC and had kept only
the forum of SC open for them.
Appearing for some accu-

.
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Gowt. OF Bihar

Department of Information Technology
Government of Bihar

BIHAR IT POLICY 2024

Boosting Investment, Employment & Development in
IT/ITeS & ESDM sector and Data Centre in Bihar

Best-in-Class Fiscal Incentives

Fixed Capital Subsidy - 30% of Fixed Capital Investment up to

Or

%30 Crore including land, building, plant & machinery

, - ;_ Interest Subvention Subsidy - 10% Interest Subvention up to

50% of project cost or 240 Crore whichever is lower, for 5 years

Employment Generation Subsidy - Reimbursement of 100% of
the employer’s contribution of ESI and EPF up to 5,000 per

employee per month for 5 years

ae

-y -

Lease Rental Subsidy = 50 % subsidy of the lease rental
amount for 5 years

Energy Bill Subsidy - Annual reimbursement of 25% of Energy
Bill for 5 years

Provision of tailor-made pa'ckage for mega projects with an investment above
X100 Crore or generating mimmurn 1000 direct emplnyment

@
g £
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w
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state.bihar.

Shri Sumit Kumar: h5f5527054600
Shri Jayant Yagnik: +91-9601012691

ov.in/dit/CitizenHome.html|

Believe In Th

e Best, 30 Years Of Trust

Recognised by Ministry of Tourism, Govt. of India As Experienced Service Provider
Recognised by Tourism Department, Govt. of Karnataka

idigas

For Your all Travel Needs...

9449478944

email: care@adigasyatra.com | website: www.adigasyatra.com

EASY PAY

Just Pay for 11 Months. ™
12th Month will be Free...
For More Information |
9611600810 ¢

EMI Available

“"Organised for the Iike mlndﬂd (and Language, %ste]
for our Prestigious Karnataka Peoples”

INTERNATIONAL TOURS

EUROPE

9/13 days

Dep OCT NOV
Dates 4 18. B8, 15.

Call: 7022259008
AUSTRALIA

13 Days

Dep OCT NOV DEC
Dates 13,27. 10,24. B

6/7/10/12 days
Dep SEP OCT NOV DEC
Dates 23,30. 7,21. 4,18,25. 2, 16.
6 Days
Dep SEP OCT NOV DEC

Dates 12,26. 10,17,24. 14,28 5,19

CAMBODIA - VIETNAM

SINGAPORE-MALAYSIA-THAILAND

4/5/7/11 days
Dep SEP OCT NOV DEC
Dates 9,23,30. 7,21. 4,18,25. 2, 16.
Call: 7483366378
5/9 Days 8 days
Dep SEP OCT NOV Dep SEP OCT NOV DEC
Dates: 11, 25. 16, 30. 13, 27. Dates 1125. 16,30. 13,27 4,18

5/7/8 days 7 Days
Dep SEP  OCT NOV DEC | Dep SEP OCT NOV  DEC
Dates: 12,19,26. 3,17,31. 7,21,28 519 | Dates 23,30. 7,21. 418,25 216
5/7/9 days 8 days
Dep  SEP OCT N0V  DEC Dep OCT NOV
Dates 9,16,23,30. 7,14,21,28. 41,1825 2,9,16 Dates 3,17. 7,21.

FIXED DEPARTURES

KASHI-GAYA- AYODHYA | PURI-KONARK-BHUBANESHWAR
7 days 4 Days
Dep SEP OCT NOV DEC Dep SEP O©OCT NOV DEC
Dates 11,25. 16, 30. 13,27 11,18 Dates 11, 25. 16, 30. 13,27 11, 25.
LADAIKH ANDAMAN ISLANDS CHARDHAM YATRA
6 days 5 Days By Helicopter 6Days/By Road 12Days
Dep SEP Dep SEP oCT NOV Dep SEP oCcT
Dates 4, 11, 18. Dates 9, 16,23. 7,14, 21,28. 4 11,18, 25 Dates  11,18,25. 2,9, 16.

GCUSTOMISED TOURS

MEGHALAYA
6 Tours - 3 to 21 days

KERAILA
9 Tours - 3to 8 days

HIMACHAL PRADESH
11 Tours - 4to 11 days

SIKKIM & DARJEELING
29 Tours - 4to 15 days

BASAVANAGUDI : 080-26616678 /

RAJASTHAN GUJARAT
22 Tours - 3 to 15 days| 7 Tours -4 to 10 days
UTTARAKHAND KASHMIR
18 Tours - 3to 12 days | 14 Tours - 3 to 8 day
TAMIL NADU  ODISHA
9 Tours - 3to 5days | 11 Tours - 3 to 9 days
MADHYA PRADESH UTTAR PRADESH
10 Tours - 3to 11 days | 9 Tours -3 to 10 days

For more details call:

70222590035 MALLESHWARAM 080-23346678 / 7022259003

R.R. NAGAR : 080-26696678 / 7483366378 VIJAYNAGAR : 080-23356678 / 7022259002
HUBBALLI : 0836-4258944 / 7022259001

HASSAN : 08172-261888 / 8884679122
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After his release from jail, former deputy CM of Delhi
Manish Sisodia spoke to Atul Mathur on a host of
issues related to his incarceration, his role in AAP in
view of the upcoming Delhi assembly polls, equation
with bureaucrats and governance in Delhl. Excerpts:

ou spent 5330 days in jail. How

did you cope and what were

vour thoughts in prison?

B It wasamuch longer stay in jail
than I had expected. If you are in politics,
being jailed is not something unexpected.
Anyone speaking out against a tyrannical
govt should be prepared for it. I was in jail
for 530 days on fake charges...but these
fights give positive results. In jail, [used to
have mood swings, sometimes after watch-
ing the newson TV, or due to the fate of my
own case, or because of the general politi-
cal discourse in the country Incidents like
the Hathras stampede and wrestlers’ pro-
test disturbed me. I was in jail when the
elections were going on. I felt like a soldier
of King Rukmi (a character in Mahab-
harata who was not taken by either side
and watched the war from the fence) who
could not fight the war and felt restless,
Imagine the emotions of a warrior who
has been confined or isolated when the war
is on. I lived that life. It was painful.

How has vour familv—wife and
children—coped?

B It was quite tough for my son and
wife. My son had just gone abroad for
studying and we had no inkling that this
was going to happen. My wife suffers
from multiple sclerosis and her condi-
tion deteriorated when I was in jail. She
is facing new complications now. She
has really suffered a lot. I had never im-
agined that my wife would have to pay
for myv political fights.

You have been released at a time
when chief minister Arvind Kejriwal
is in jail. Both AAP govt and party
are in a flux. How do you plan to

bring both back on track?

M I am so proud that I belong to a party
which stayed united and in high spirits
even when the entire senior leadership was
under attack. Such difficult times can
break one’s resolve. But the volunteers and
leaders stood their ground and didn't let
governance or the party get affected. Both
gave their best performance.

Are vou going to be inducted into govt
anytime soon? If ves, what will be vour
role—deputy CM, CM or acting CM till
Arvind Kejriwal is released on bail?
B 1 have no personal thoughts on this. I
have just come out and am trving tounder-
stand a lot of things. The fact is that the
elections are just a few months away and |
will discharge whatever role is assigned to
me, If the party or Arvind ji decide that I
should join govt, I will, My first priority is
winning this election. Whether my role will
be required in the party or in govt, will be
a collective decision.

Delhi assembly polls are months away.
In the absence of the CM, neither any
cabinet meeting, nor any major policy
decision has been taken in the past five
months. How do you plan to take gov-
ernance forward?

M Asfar as my understanding about gov-
ernance goes, there is not much need fo
hold regular cabinet meetings to take pol-
icy decisions. Under the transaction of
business rules, the ministers are capable
of taking important decisions. And, as per
the new Act, LG has got certain powers
now. This is unconstitutional but it's a law.
It all depends on LG now: It he wants some
work in govt to be done, he can easily get it
done. And if he wants to stop any work, he

In my absence, a lot of developmental
work has been done in Delhi, which, if fast-tracked
and not obstructed by the LG, will immensely

r,i’*a

. benefit people...It'’s a big achievement that even
& In this crucial time, construction of schools and
' hospitals did not stop. A lot of work has been
done in the transport sector...People of Delhi
want all these works to be speeded up

| |

Photos: Anindya Chattopadhyay

can give the excuse that the CM is not there.

How confident are you that CM Arvind
Kejriwal will be out of jail soon?

B Under our constitutional framework,
the Supreme Court can play the role of a
lawmaker: If an institution, central govt in
this case, misuses its powers or makes a
wrong law, Constitution empowers the
other institution to check and balance it.
Whenever the central govt misuses its pow-
ers, SC safeguards the rights of the affected
states or individuals. It has happened in
my case and [ am sure it will happen in
Arvind ji's case too. He will be out soon.

Is Sunita Kejriwal going to get a big-
ger role in the party?

B There has been no discussion in the
party on that. We are part of one family,
I have seen her working as a bright of-
ficer and as a good life partner to Arvind
ji; I have seen her as an individual who
is well-educated, well-read, well-behaved
and mature: and [ saw her on TV as a
seasoned speaker in the absence of her
husband, echoing his voice in the politi-
cal vacuum. People are emotionally con-
nected with Arvind ji, and when she says
that she has come to deliver his message,
people listen to her. She has plaved this
role very well in the past few months.

In the last year or so, especially after
the central govt brought an ordinance
to bring services under LG and later

When | said all parties should come together...it
did not only mean they should join hands to

contest elections. | meant it for every cause. And if there
is a need, they should contest elections together....If the
entire opposition joins hands, Arvind ji will be out of jail

within 24 hours

enacted a law, the chasm between the
elected dispensation and bureaucracy
has widened. You are known to have a
good equation with bureaucracy. How
do vou plan to bridge this gap?

B [ was in jail when the SC order on the
‘services’ matter was delivered. It was an
order establishing democracy. But they
killed the guiding principles of democracy
by bringing the ordinance and later amend-
ing the law. Bureaucrats in Delhi are not
sutfering because AAP ministers are doing
anything wrong. They are suffering be-
cause there is no democracy left in Delhi.
You cannot call it a democracy when people
elect a govt but the central govi-appointed
LG threatens the officers, transfers them
or does not let them work. This is not AAP
vs bureaucracy in Delhi. Anvbody who
thinks the weakening of democracy does
not affect him, Delhi is a classic example,
Most bureaucrats are good, I know them
personally, But whenever democracy is
murdered, people suffer: Even if you bring
another party to govern Delhi, it also will
be affected. Our govt did a lot of work in

the last five to seven years, but everything
has been stalled now in the name of the
new law LG is known only for stopping the
work of people of Delhi. Officers are not
scared of us. They are scared of the LG.

If AAP is elected again in the 2025
assembly polls, how are things going
to be different vis-a-vis vour govt and
the Centre? You will have to function
under the same law.

B Any party that wins the election will
have to fight these battles.

What are the major works that vou
would like to see done in Delhi before
the city gets into election mode?

M In my absence, a lot of developmental
work has been done in Delhi, which, if fast-
iracked and not obstructed by the LG, will
immensely benefit people. A number of
new schools were being built, but they have
now instituted an inguiry into the con-
struction of classrooms. We are now push-
ing for construction of new classrooms and
completing other school projects. [ would

el Am Proud Party Stayed United When
Entire Leadership Was Under Attack®

like the construction of three new hospitals
to be completed. Three have already been
built, AsIsaid before, it's a big achievement
that even in this crucial time, construction
of schools and hospitals did not stop. A lot
of work has been done in the transport sec-
tor. A number of e-buses have been induct-
ed into the fleet. Delhi has more than 7,500
buses now which is the highest ever. Of
this, 2000 are e-buses, which means we are
fighting pollution as well, The work to pro-
vide better and cheaper electricity and
water is already on. People of Delhi want
all these works to be speeded up.

In vour speech at the party office on
Saturday;, vou called upon all opposition
parties to join hands against BJE Are
yvou hinting at a possible alliance with
Congress in Delhi for the assembly polls
given the fact that the state unit is not
at all keen and is giving statements
against AAP and Delhi govt?

B When [ said all parties should come to-
gether and fight the dictatorship, it did not
mean only that they should join hands to
contest elections - I meant it for every cause.,
And if there is a need, they should contest
the elections together. .. If the entire oppo-
sition joins hands today, Arvind ji will be
outof jail within 24 hours. In therecent Lok
Sabha elections and assembly polls, people
have given voice to the opposition. The en-
fire opposition should be together to ques-
tion the govt on the Hindenburg report.

Why do you think BJP swept the Lok
Sabha polls in Delhi despite AAP’s
campaign to turn the election into a
referendum on the arrest of AAP
leaders, including the CM?

B Different narratives play out in Lok
Sabha elections and assembly polls. That
was not a mandate against AAP If we
had more time, we would have probably
communicated the illegality of Arvind
ji's arrest better. We have seen in the past
elections that people vote for one party
in national elections and for a different
one in assembly polls.

We saw a couple of your sitting MLASs
and a few municipal councillors join
BJP in the last 2-3 months. How are vou
going to prevent defections?

B As Bashir Badr said, kuchh to majboor-
van rahi hongt, yunhi koi bervafa nahi hota
(There would have been some compulsions
for sure. One is not unfaithful without a
reason). Someone was raided by ED, some
have cases pending in ACB. Cases have
been registered against a number of AAP
MLAs and leaders but 99.9% did not buck-
le under pressure and stood strongly. That
1s the power of AAE I suffered a lot, my
family suffered, but [ didn’t break.

197 roads closed in HP  RSS consent

as more rain lashes state

Tines News NETWORK

~ vital to pick
BJP president

Kullu: Around 197 roads we-
re closed, many areas plung-
ed into darkness, and water
supply schemes hit in Hima-
chal Pradesh on Monday, as
rains continue to lash the
state through the dav Accor-
ding to the state emergency
operation centre (SEQC), he-
avy rains and landslides for-
ced 66 roads to stay closed in
Shimla district, 58 in Sir-

71 © pContinued from page 1

teraction between the ne-

tas, came ahead of a cru-
cial coordination meeting of
RSS in Palakkad, Kerala, from
Aug3ltoSep2. Sources said the
senior BJP and RSS functiona-
ries also discussed other issu-
es, including attacks on Hindus
and other minorities in Bang-
ladesh, an issue on which the
saffron fountainhead has ex-

r l The meeting, a periodie in-

WAR OF WORDS ENSUES AFTER HINDENBURG RELEASES SECOND REPORT

Cong, oppn trying
to create economic

Times News NETWORK

anarchy in India: BJP

New Delhi: BJP on Monday
slammed Congress and other
opposition parties for endor-
sing short-seller Hinden-
burg's attack on Sebi and qu-
estioning the resilience of the
Indian stock market and alle-

New Delhi: Congress on
Monday demanded the resig-
nation of Sebi chairperson
Madhabi Buch and urged
the Supreme Court to trans-
fer the Adani probe to CBl or
a special investigation team
“given the likelihood of Se-

Congress urges SC

to transfer Adani
probe to CBI or SIT

Times News NETWORK

of summons issued, letters
and emails sent out and and
documents examined. Ra-
mesh described these an-
tics as tactics to divert at-
tention from the core issues
involved.

Pointing out that the SC
had directed Sebi in March
last year to “expeditiously

manur, 33 in Mandi, 26 in Kul-
lu, five in Lahaul-Spiti, apart
from some more in Kinnaur,

Manyv areas of the state
were plunged into darkness,
as 211 distribution transfor-
mers regions (DTRs) were
disrupted on Monday, with
highest 118 DTRs reported in
Una, which saw heavy rain-
fall and flash floods on Sun-
day. In all, 143 water supply
schemes were affected thro-
ughout the state.

Chandigarh-Manali high-
way was reopened at 9 Mile in
Mandi, but only one-way traf-
fic was allowed, as landslide
debris made it difficult to run
traffic on both lanes.

Apoorv Devegan, deputy
commissioner of Mandi, said
keeping highwayopenat4Mi-
le becamea challenge, “Heavy
rains are causing frequent
landslides at 9 Mile. We deplo-
yved workforce, through the
day and night, to ensure the
highway remains open. The

Heavy rain lashes Rajasthan, 20 dead

Jaipur: Incessant showers, especially in Jaipur and Bharatpur
divisions, have caused 20 deaths inrain-related mishaps in
Rajasthansince Sunday. On Monday afternoon, two cousins from
Sawai Madhopur drowned in Galta Kund in Jaipur, while one body
was fished out from Kanota dam, where four others had drowned
earlier. Rainfall ranging from 100 mm to 258 mm was recorded in
Dausa, Karauli and Sawai Madhopur districts.

The heavy rains have disrupted normal life, with waterlogging
at many places and low-lying areas inundated. Rescue teams are
working round the clock to evacuate people from flooded areas
and provide them with food, water and medical aid. State govt has
appealed to people to avoid venturing out, unless absolutely
necessary, and stay away from flooded areas. The Met
department has issued a red alert for Jaipur, Karauli and Sawai
Madhopur districts, where heavy to extremely heavy rainfall is

expectedinthe next 24 hours. wn

district has suffered a loss of
around Rs 160 crore during
this monsoon,” Devgan said.
According to officials, a
stretch of the highway near
Pandoh started caving in and

NHAI officials inspected iton
Monday. In Kinnaur, another
landslide at Nigulsari block-
ed NH-5 on Monday afterno-
on, apart from five other ro-
ads in the district.

pressed concern and the PM
has also asked the interim govt
to ensure safety of Hindus in
the neighbouring country.

Sourcessaid “RSS consent™
will be erucial to nominate the
next party president for which
the process should have started
by now as Nadda is also holding
charge of the ministries of he-
alth and chemicals & fertilisers
in the Modi cabinet,

As a large number of func-
tionaries, who had long stints
in crucial party posts, have be-
en inducted into the Union
govt, the party and RSS deci-
sion-makers are said to be ex-
ploringsomeone froma“grass-
roots politics™ background for
the next BJPchief Thereisalso
speculation that the next party
president could be a woman or
an OBC. BJP has never had a
woman president and passing
the baton to a woman is said to
be an ideal call in view of the
implementation of women's
quota in Parliament.

ged that this was part of the
plan to destabilise India back-
ed by controversial currency
speculator George Soros.

“After being rebuffed by
the people of India, the Cong-
ress party, its allies and the to-
olkit gang have conspired to-
gether to usher in economic
anarchy and instability in In-
dia. Hindenburg report is re-
leased on Saturday, there is
uproar on Sunday so the capi-
tal market is destabilised on
Monday India is globally seen
as asafe, stable and promising
market,” former Union mini-
ster and senior BJP leader Ra-
vi Shankar Prasad said at a
press conference.

He said Congress and
other opposition parties had
developed “pathological hat-
red” for PM Narendra Modi
and were tryving todestabilise
the country at the behest of
Hindenburg, which has So-
ros as its main investor. Emp-
hasising that the currency

Ravi Shankar Prasad said
Congress and the opposition
parties had developed
“*pathological hatred” for PM

speculator, who has been fun-
ding protests in different
parts of the world, Prasad sa-
id, "Today we want to raise
some 1ssues. Whose invest-
ment isthere in Hindenburg?
Do vou know this gentleman
George Soros who regularly
runs propaganda against In-
dia... He is the main investor
there. In their pathological
hatred for Narendra Modi,
the Congress party has deve-
loped hatred for India itself.”

The attack was amplified
by Union ministers Jvotiradi-
tva Scindia and Giriraj Singh
and came amid a palpable sen-
se of satisfaction in BJP cir-
cles over Sensex dodging the
crash it suffered after Hinden-
burg fired its first attack on
the Adani grouplast year.

bi's compromise”.

Reiterating its demand
that a Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) be conve-
ned without delay to inves-
tigate the full extent of the
scam, Congress leaders
threatened to launch a na-
tionwide stir with INDIA
bloc parties if its JPC de-
mand was not met.

The party also rejected
BJP’s allegation that Cong-
ress and its leader Rahul
Gandhi were trying to crea-
te “economicanarchy inthe
country and destabilise the
market”, Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh
told TOI that it was “not
even worth responding to
such pathetically puerile
posturing”.

Commenting on Sebi's
statement on Sunday, Cong-
ress said the regulatory bo-
dy had sought to project an
“image of hyperactivity”
by citing the large number

conclude the investiga-
tion”, the party said, “The
fact is that Sebi's seeming
inability to close two of its
24 investigations delaved
publication of its findings
for over a year.” Ramesh al-
leged that “*thisdelay conve-
niently allowed the prime
minister to navigate an en-
tire general election witho-
ut addressing his role in fa-
cilitating his close friend’s
illicit activities".

“The illusion that the
Sebi chairperson and her
husband had separated the-
ir finances has been shatte-
red by the revelation that af-
ter joining Sebi, she trans-
acted in the fund from her
personal email account on
Feb 25, 2018,” Ramesh clai-
med. “Clearly, no institu-
tion is sacrosanct in Amrit
Kaal. Did the Sebi chairper-
son recuse herself from the
Adani investigations?"” the
Congress leader asked.

Chocolate — the universal passport which has no barriers

Dr Hemant Thacker

r ‘ The single most ubiquito-
us symbol of celebra-
tion, festivity affection

andrelationship, one which is
universally accepted and ack-
nowledged among all race
groups and cultures, is ‘cho-
colate’. This brownish, mud-
coloured token is a favourite
across all age groups — whet-
her little ‘gattu’ or ‘nannu-da-
du’, a small bite is still savou-
red across the board.

It'stime tonow put thisun-
der the medical microscope,
Chocolate is the solid bar ma-
de by combining cocoa liquor

with cocoabutterand varying
quantities of sugar or sweete-
ning agents. The cacao beans
from the Theobroma cacao
iree provide the basis and the
terms cacao and cacoa are of-
ten used synonymously.
Cacao products, especial-
Iy the unsweetened and un-
processed powder and nibs,
are excellent sources of seve-
ral minerals like iron, seleni-
um. chromium, magnesium,
manganese, et cetera, The me-
dicinal benefit 1s imparted by
the high concentration of fla-
vanols (beneficial plant com-
pounds), which have antioxi-
dant, heart-protective, anti-

cancer benefits, besides other
positives.

Notably, cacao products
contain tryptophan, an ami-
no acid that the body uses to
make serotonin, a compound

avoid dental decay.

Really, the difference bet-
ween cacao (bitter) and cacoa
that you love and have grown
upon, isinthestage of proces-
sing. After the harvesting of

that produces brain re-
laxation. Notwithstan-
ding all this, chocolate
is high in calories,
especially because of
the saturated fats and
sugar content. Of cour-
se, you can partially circum-
vent this by choosing dark
chocolate {(containing at least
70% cacao) and alternately
sweetened cacao products to
minimise the caloricgainand

cacao pods they under-
go fermenting, dryving,
roasting, extracting
and finally grinding to
make cacoa powder
(the cocoa butter 1s se-
parated from the cocoa
liquor tofinally grind).

What comes to you beauti-
fully wrapped and what vou
place in vour mouth is a mix-
ture of liquor and butter in
different proportions. Cacao

is bitter and when additives
are added and processed, the
medicinal value dwindles but
the bitter taste too disappe-
ars.

Innovations of today use
honey with high cacoa con-
tent to retain the flavonoids
and health attributes without
taking away from the taste.

In fact, research has
shown that chocolates existed
in 400 AD and after a systemas-
ticelectronic database search
using several sites of availab-
ledata since then, the positive
effect of cacao on triglyceri-
des was remarkably favou-
rable. The collection of data

from Kuna Indians in Pana-
ma, who had a history of regu-
lar consumption of cocoa (3
cups of 10 oz of daily bevera-
ge), showed alow incidence of
hypertension and cardiova-
scular disease. However,
when these very Indians mig-
rated and went elsewhere this
benefit dropped probably be-
cause of low consumption.
Taking a leaf out of this,
newer innovations have star-
ted adding ashwagandha, tur-
meric, beetroot and other nut-
raceuticals, while maintai-
ning a high standard of cacoa
purity, to their chocolates,
thus ‘having the cake and ea-

ting it too’. Modern manufac-
turers want vou to eat choco-
lates the way we were years
ago, with no remorse or guilt
after the munch, like child-
ren. 1 recently picked up a
brand that had these ayurved
additives along with flavours
of rose and cardamom, which
made the binge interesting,
therapeutic and less guilty,
whilst satisfving the taste
buds.

So the adage that chocola-
tes are for children can now
also wear a pharmacy garb
and still adorn the dessert
hat. Cocoa in any form, whet-
her beverage, nibs or even be-

ans, in moderate proportions
can and does provide benefit
whilst not taking away the
pleasure, If Audrey Hepburn
in ‘My Fair Lady’ wanted ‘lots
of chocolates’ for many rea-
sons, only 100 gm of ‘Chandu
Chocolate Champion’ can gi-
ve yvou the gold tinge in health
benefits from natural sour-
ces, whilst sweetening your
palate.

{Dr Hemant Thackerisa
Consultant Physician &
CardioMetabolic Specialisi
practising in Mumbai and
affiliated to TOI EFmail:
dochptiegmail.com)
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‘(?_5 (149 Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

(Regd. Office : PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001)
Corporate identity Number : U40109PB20105GC033813
Website : www.pspcl.in
(Phone No. 01881-2752889) E-mail: se-hg-ggssip-ropar@pspcl.in

E-Tender Enquiry No. 548/P-2[EMPW-12757 Dated 05.08.2024

Dy. Chief Engineer/Headquarter (Purchase Cell-2) GGSSTP, Rupnagar
invites E-Tender ID No. 2024 POWER_124926 1 for Maintenance of
Swilchyard & Transformer Yard Areas (22 Acres Approximately) at 220KV
Sub-Station, 66KV Sub-Station, GGSSTP, 2xB50KW Micro hydel Project and
transformer Yard Areas of 4x210 MW Units, GGSSTP, Rupnagar.

For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to
hitps:/leproc.punjab.gov.in from 08.08.2024 onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published onlineg at
hitps.fleproc.punjab.gov.in

RTP-88/24, DPRPH. 781551 202877202 136807

— @, HINDUSTAN PETROLEUM CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Maharatna Company)

Appointment of HP Lube Distributors
Applications are invited from eligible candidates for selaction as channel partners across
muitiple locations.,
1. Industrial Lube Distributors (ILDs)
2. Bazaar Lube Distributors (BLDs / Rural BLDs)
For detailed information on the advertisement and application process, please visit our
website: https:/'www.hplubricants.in through the following path: Lube Distributor ==
Become a Distributor,
Locations/Selection guidelines uploaded in the website should be referred for details
regarding the advertisement. There Is no application fee. Applications and all
enclosures/attachments completed In all respects must be submitted onling before 23:59
hours on date: 12th September 2024 (the last date of application submission).
Any addendum/corrigendum will be posted on the website.
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Advertisement No. 11/2024
Government of India
Public Enterprises Selection Board
invites applications for the post of

Director (Operations)

n

Gliders India Limited (GIL)

Last date of submission of application by
applicants is
0612 September, 2024 (by 3:00 PM)
Last date of forwarding of
applications by the
Nodal Officers to PESB is
17th September, 2024 (by 3:00 PM)
For details login to website
https://pesb.gov.in
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Announcement

This has reference to the advertiserment dated 14.07.2024 for filling up
one post of Director, VAMNICOM Pune on contract basis initially for a
period of 3 years. The last date for submission of applications has now
been extended to 22.08.2024 (midnight). For more details please log on

to NCCT website https:/incct.ac.in
Deputy Director (Pers.), NCCT, New Delhi

I’gf_@_ﬁ'ﬁ_gﬂl_. Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

(Regd. Office : PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001)
Corporate ldentification Number : U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website : www.pspcl.in (Contact number 9646117606)

Department of Health & Family Welfare S,
KARNATAKA STATE AIDS PREVENTION SOCIETY ‘&=
Arogya Soudha, 4" Floor, 17 Cross, Magadi Road,
Bengaluru - 560 023. Tel: 080-2955 7021
E-mail: pdksaps@gmail.com

E-Tender Enquiry No: 109/MM-I/BMC-336(B)/O&M/GHTP/2024
dated 09/08/2024

Dvy. Chief Engineer, Mechanical Mtc. Circle-l/GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat
invites E-tender for Capital/Major overhauling of Furnace Pressure
Parts, Air Pre-Heaters and Wind Box & Burner System of Unit-2 (210
MW, OEM-BHEL) at GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat on Lump sum rates. For
detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to
hitps://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 12/08/2024 from 03:00 PM onwards.

Note: Commigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
hitps://leproc.punjab.gov.in

GHTP-GE2, DPRPY, @ TE155M 273285 2023/36805

CORRIGENDUM

Assam Skill University Project (ASUP)
In continuation of the Assam Skill University Project
advertisement ref.,, No ASDM/ASUP/33/2022, the
management has partially revised the ToR for the
post of Senior Skill Manager, Procurement Executive
and Communication Executive. Accordingly, interested
applicants are requested to visit the ASU Website,
https://asu.ac.in for detail corrigendum.

Further the last date of submission of application
is extended till 20.08.2024, up to 5 p.m.

Ref No. ASDM/ASUP/33/2022  CEO, Assam Skill University Project

Janasanyog/DFIT6E/24/1 3-Aug-24

No: KSAPS/PRC/04/2024-25 Date: 08.08.2024

Invitation for Tender
Through e-Procurement

Tenders (Two cover) are invited for Printing & supply of
ART register/Formats/Cards under e-Procurement
System. Details are available at e-Procurement website:
hitps://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Last date for submission of
tenderon 02-09-2024 at 5:30 p.m.

Sd/-
Project Director
KSAPS, Bengaluru.

DIPRCP404/MAAR024-25

VISVESVARAYA TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY

"Jnana Sangama" Belagavi - 590018, Karnataka State, India.

No: VTU/BGM/RE/2024-25/IFT No.27/2162 Date: 10-08-2024

TENDER NOTIFICATION
Two Cover System (e-Procurement Only)

The e-Tender is invited induplicate from eligible tenderers,
registered Contractor, by the Registrar, Visvesvaraya
Technological University, "Jnana Sangama”, Belagavi-18,
under standard tender document procedure K/W format for
the works of 1) Providing & Supplying Class Room Desk,
Podium & Ceramic green writing board to New Classroom
Complex, at VTU, "Jnana Sangama", Belagavi, amounting to
Rs.1,14,06,000/- (Including GST). 2) Renovation, Interior &
Electrical works to ITISMU / CNC / PMC at First Floor of PG
Block-1, VTU, "Jnana Sangama”, Belagavi (2nd Call),
amounting to Rs. 69,99,862/- (Including GST). The tenderers,
who have executed similar nature of single work costing 50%
of amount put to tender, shall only apply for this work. Other
details log on to website https://kppp.kamataka.gov.in
on 13-08-2024. Sd/- Registrar
DIPR/Belagavi/502/Adveno2024.25 VTU, Belagavi
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MNo. : I/ 123951"2!)24 Dated : 12.EIE.2D24
SHOW CAUSE NOTICE

1. WHEREAS, Mohd. Ilgbal Wani, S/o Sh. Manzoor Ahmad
Wani, resident of New Colony Kanihama, Tehsil Beerwa,
Dist. Budgam, P/o Magam, State — Jammu & Kashmir -
193401, while working as HMTS Sanitation in this Institute, is
absent from his duty since 17.12.2018 without any prior
information/ permission.

2. AND WHEREAS, an Inquiry under Rule 14 of the Central
Civil Services (Classification, Control and Appeal) Rules,
1965 was instituted against Mohd. Igbal Wani, HMTS
Sanitation and Sh. Vijay Bhatt was appointed as Inguiry
Authority vide office order No. Adm.2/2019/HMTS(S)-
98/2527-2528 dated 24.07.2019. The Inquiry was completed
and Inquiry Authority had submitted his report on
01.12.2022.

3. AND WHEREAS, on a careful consideration of the Inquiry
Report, the Disciplinary Authority has provisionally came to
the conclusion that Mohd. Igbal Wani, HMTS Sanitation, is
not a fit person to be retained in service and accordingly
proposes to impose on him the penalty of “Termination of
Service" under Rule 11 of CCS (CCA) conduct Rules, 1965.

4, AND WHEREAS, a show cause notice No.2016 dated
10.12.2022, Reminder Show Cause Notice No.l/7428/2023
dated 11.01.2023 and Reminder Show Cause Notice
MNa.l/9457 dated 21.09.2023 were sent by post at his known
address calling upon him to submit his defense, if any, in
writing against the penalty proposed. However, no reply to
the said show cause Noticehas been received till date.

5. NOW THEREFORE, Mohd. Igbal Wani, HMTS Sanitation is
hereby given a last opportunity of making representation on
the penalty proposed above. Any representation which he
may wish to make against the penalty proposed will be
considered by the Disciplinary Authority. Such a
representation, if any, should be made in writing and
submitted to reach the Disciplinary Authority not later than
Ten Days from the date of publication of this Notice.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Gourse Comtemt: Project Managemsnt Basics Project Infegration
Management, The Project Management Framewark, Project Scops
Management, Project Time Management, Project Cosi Management,
Human Resource Managernent, Project Risk Managemeand, Project
(luality Managemert, Project Procurement Management, Project
Communications Management, Project Stakeholter Management
Professional Responsibiliies.. Mare Tapic.

(TR R R (Study material in soft copy shall be provided)
Coordinator: 8603769900, 9618528498

Govermment of India certificate will be swarded

PUBLIC NOTICE

Qur cient {'Client) iz desirous of acquiring the
Immaovable property which is more fully
dascribed in the "Schedule’ hereto and hereinaftar
raferred to as ‘Schedule Property’. Mrs. Bindu
Joseph, wife of Mr. Joseph Zachariah, aged abaout
58 years, residing at No.32, 17 Gross, 17 Main,
Shanthl Layout, Mallasandra, Jalahalli West,
Bengaluru-560015, Karmataka (‘Owmner) has
reprasented that she is the sole and absolute
owner of the Schedule Property, with unrestricted
rights of alenation over the sama.

MNotice is hereby given fo the general pubdic that
any person’s ather than the Owner, asserting any
right, title, charge, lien, interest or claims
wihatsoever in respect of the Schedule Property
are hereby calied upon to submit to the
undersigned, their objections, If any, 10 the
proposad transaction in connaction with the
achedule Property. The said objections must be
in writing, Wogather with documentary proof of
such claim/s and should reach us at the address
given balow within a period of 07 (Seven) days
from the date of publication of this Notice. If no
such objections are received, it shall be degmad
thal no one else other than the Owner has amy
right, title, intarast or claim whatsoever in raspect
of the Schedule Property and our Glient would be
at Bberty to proceed with the fransaction in
connection with the Schedule Property.

SCHEDULE

All that pieca and parcel of immaovabla proparty
being thres badroom apartment with Marble floor
bearing Mo.502 in the Fourth Floor having supsr
buit-up area of 2,605 square feet (which is
inclusive of balconies and a proportionate share
in the common areas) in the multi-siored building
known as "Embassy Drchid”™, constructed on the
property bearing Mumicipal No.657/38
{comprising of 57, 58 and 63), measuring
29, 709.875 square fest, situated at 6" Cross, Aaj
Mahal Vilas Extension | stage, Ward No.99, along
with an undivided 4.012% share (equivalent 1o
19191.96 squara feet), together with two car
parking space beanmg Mo, 24 imthe Basement and
01 on the surface. The entire land is bounded on
the: East by : Road; West by : Road; North by:
Property bearing No.59; and South by: Road

Flace: Bengalury
(-] Date: 12.08.2024
Nishan G.K. Adwvocats,
zenegis Law Fartners,
Mo, 307, 3rd Floos, 1516, House of Lords,
ol Marks Road, Bengalure 560 001

nEshan. gk genesslaw.in
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3 DAYS GOVERNMENT TRAINING ON

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
PROFESSIONAL (PMP)

Course Duration

Date: 16, 17 & 18 August 2024
(ONLINE) “5ie - 5:00 P 1o 8:30 P

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that, our client intends to transact with land measuring 59 acres 78 cents, situated in Hodakana Village, Madikeri Taluk, Kodagu
District, Karmataka, from its owners, Mr, Jatin Thakorbhai Naik, Mr, Prakash A Desai and Mr, Bharat Kumar 5 Patel, which is morefully described in the
Schedule hereunder and hereinafter to as the “Schedule Property™.

Any person having any subsisting claim, right, title or interest, in respect of the Schedule Property or any part thereof, in any manner including by way of
easement, beneficial interest or pre-emption or under any agreement or other disposition or under any suit or award passed by any Court or Authority,
arbitrator, lis-pendens, power of attorney, bequest, FSI, development rights, partnership, family arrangement or settlement or otherwise encumbrance
howsoever (“Claim™), are hereby requested to respond with documentary proof to the undersigned within 15 (fifteen) days from the date of publication of this
notice, failing which, it shall be presumed that no such Claim exists and if it existed, the claimant has relinquished such Claim and/or waived their right to
exercise such Claim. SCHEDULE PROPERTY

Sl Extent Boundaries
No. SERVaY NG, Acres|  Guntas East By West By North By South By
1. | 870 (Old Survey No 8/24)| 02 72 Survey No 8/68 Survey No 8/11 Survey No 8/67 Survey No 8/69
2. |6/67(0kd Survey No 8M1C)| 07 50 Survey No 810 | Survey Nos 12 & B/11 | Survey Nos 10/ & 8/66 | Survey Nos 8/70 & 8/78
3, | 8/66 (Oid Survey No 8/11D)| 02 00 Survey No 8/65 Survey No 10/2 Survey No 8/65 Survey No 8/67
4 101 02 46 2“8'}"5?' Nos 10i2 1 gyrvey No 8123 Survey No 8/65 Survey No 8/67
865 Survey Nos 8/13, Survey Nos 8/10,
II 5
5. (Old Survey No 8/11B) 32 52 Survey No 1/1 8138 & 8/23 Survey No 8/11B 866 & 10/1
43 (Inclusive .
B. 11 01 | of 7cents of | Survey No 8/67 Survey No 8/67 EUWFF Nos 866 Survey No 8/67
pot kharabh) & 1012
ad {Inclusive
7. 12 04 |of45cents of| Survey No 8/67 Survey No 8/23 Survey No 8/23 Survey Mos 8/67
pot kharabh)
8. |8/68 (Old Survey No 8/9)| 01 82 Survey No 8/10 Survey No 8/70 Survey No B/67 Survey No 8/9
9, | 8/9(0ld Survey No 8/9) | 02 90 Survey No 8/10 Survey No 8/69 Survey No 8/68 Survey No 8/7
10. Bi23 01 an survey No 101 Survey No 8/38 Survey No 8/38 Survey No 12
Sdi-.,
Date: 12.08.2024 Sudheer Madamaiah, Khaitan & Co LLP.
Place; Bengaluru Embassy Quest, 3rd Floor, 45/1, Magrath Road, Bengaluru-560 025, Tel; +91 B0 43397000,

Government of Goa
Directorate of Mines Geology

A Institute Menezes Braganza, Panaji-Goa
“«--- “1  Website www.dmg.goa.gov.in e-mail:auction-dmg@goa.gov.in

Date: 12/08/2024

Mo . DMG/28/Auction-Cell/3rd NIT/2023/
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

“Invitation of bids for grant of Mining Lease of lron ore”

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 10(B) of the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957 and in accordance with the Mineral (Auction) Rules, 2015 notified thereunder, as
amended from time to time notified thereunder, the Government of Goa has identified 03 (Three) Mineral
Blocks of iron ore mineral for electronic auction and hereby invites tenders for the purposes of grant of
Mining Lease.
Accordingly, financial bids are invited in digital format only and technical bids are invited both in digital and
physical format from eligible bidders.
Eligibility conditions, date and time for participating in the electronic auction are provided in the Tender
Document. Detailed Tender Documents along with timelines, notifications, updates and other details for
the e-auction process for the mineral blocks are available in elec:tmnic fﬂf’ﬂ'l only and can be downloaded
from the website of MSTC Limited: (htips: 1€
Interested and eligible bidders can register themselves on the ahcwe website. On successful regmtratu}n.
eligible bidders will obtain login 1D and password necessary for participation in the e-auction process.
Model Tender Document and Mineral Block Summary are available free of cost on the website of MSTC
Limited.
Last date for purchase of Tender Document after payment of tender fee on website of e-auction platform
rovider is Tuesday, September 24,2024 on or before 17:00 hours (Indian Standard Time) and the last date
or submission of the bid is Fnday, October 04, 2024 on or before 17:00 hours (Indian Standard Time).

List of Mineral Blocks for Auction

Sr. | Name of the Block Mineral District #Price of
Mo Tender Document

1 Block X-Onda Mineral Block Iron COre Morth Goa 5,00,000.00
2 Block X|- Curpem= Sulcorna Mineral Block lron Ore South Goa | 5,00,000.00
3 Block Xll- Codli Mineral Block lron Ore South Goa | 5,00,000.00

# The price of Tender Document for mineral block is exclusive of GST, GST is payable under
Reverse Charge Mechanism. DIJADVT/609/2024

Bangalore
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SIBLING MOMENTS!

Celebrate Raksha Bandhan by reliving your sibling memories using Al.
Send in a memory you cherish by scanning the QR code.
Top entries will be featured in our Rakhi edition, and winners will

receive an exciting girt.
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A thnught for today

health...not ,rﬁ;-puru'm* my heufrh & well- heing
That’s why I decided to take a step back
SIMONE BILES (TOKYO 2020)

Factor Of Four

Maharashtra heads for polls with all plavers battling
questions. But the test is sharper for regional parties

The soon-to-be-held state elections in Maharashtra, Harvana,

Jharkhand and likely J&K, will witness cut-throat contests

nolessbrutalthan Lok Sabhafights. Lok Sabharesults werea
timely reminder to the political class that no party can bank on past
performance and no party, in today’s multi-party reality, can fight
alone at the national level. State-level issues dominated both campaign
and candidate performance. The upshot is, ahead of assembly
elections, particularly in Maharashtra, where the stakes are the
highest for all parties involved, especially the four regional ones
(two Senas, two NCPs), much of everything has muchly been said.

Tricky lotuslines | For BJP asthesingle party thatisinoffice in
Haryana and majority player in Maharashtra, the stakes are high
not only as incumbent, but also in how the party is perceived after
the knock it took in LS polls. In Maharashtra, how Mahayuti (Shinde
Sena, BJP and NCP), in office, emerged from LS polls is notable. CM
Shinde, who lacks a statewide presence,
viewed his haul of 6of 15seats contested
as victory, while Fadnavis, under whom
BJP won 9 of 28 seats it contested,
offered to resign over the party’s tally.
Perennial deputy CM Ajit Pawar, who
recently lamented over missing out on
CM-ship, holds his not being made CM
as the factor responsible for his inability
torally all of NCP to hisside.

Where's what matters | As Pawar
Jr paddles furiously to line up his
ducks in a row, the change in balance of power post LS has all three
Mahayuti parties claiming credit for a slew of pre-poll measures —
dole for men and women, free this and that. There’s little, so far, by
way of addressing Maharashtra’s severe rural crisis, the Maratha
gquota mess or the jobs question.

Vague party lines | Whether opposition MVA (UBT-Sena,
Congress, NCP-SP) will be able to carry to the assembly election
gains of its LS performance is also iffy. Congress suffered a jolt
when its MLAs cross-voted in biennial polls to 11 seats of the
legislative council. Uddhav is vet to articulate his own brand of
Sena politics that’s removed from Shinde's. Sharad Pawar isreeling
in MLAs from nephew’s NCP, but not everyone’s taking the bait.
The drama of party lines and party lovalties remains unresolved
for both Senas and NCPs. The Maharashtra contest will be as
fascinating as its impact on national politics.

Mind & Body

Elite athletes’ mental health deserves more attention
than it gets. Paris Olympics was a reminder

ith curtains coming down on the Paris Olympics, there's

‘ ,}R ; much analysis about the performance of Indian athletes.

But one aspect of the Games that has changed over the

years is the extreme scrutiny of athletes via social media. India’s

Avinash Sable, who represented the country in the 3000m steeple-

chase at Paris, recently highlighted social media abuse as havinga
big impact on athletes’ well-being.

All in the mind | Being a high-performance athlete requires
considerable mental fortitude. But the mental health aspect of
sportsisonlyjustgettingrecognised. Theissuecame to prominence
at the Tokvo Games when US champion gvmnast Simone Biles
pulled out of multiple events citing a case of
‘twisties’ — a temporary loss of spatial aware-
ness. For Paris, a psychiatrist and a sports
psychologist accompanied the Indian Olympic
contingent for the very first time.

Not just about performance | While
sports psychologists have been part of training
of elite athletes for a while, the focus till now
has been on performance enhancement. It's
only after the pandemic-hit Tokyo Games that
overall mental well-beingof athletes became a priority Plus, stereo-
typesabound that elite athletes aren’t supposed to show ‘“weakness’,
Which is why it was refreshing to see Viktor Axelsen, the men's
badminton gold medallist at Paris, get emotional and say, “If men
cannotcry, what kind of world do welive in?”

The human touch | Just as social-media trolling won’t end,
athletes too will continue to get impacted by cyber-chatter. Australia’s
female break-dancer Rachael Gunn was the target of internet
mockery over her Paris performance. While she has strongly
defended herself, others can easily break. English cricketer Jonathan
Trott stepped away from the game over mental health. Another
former English batsman Graham Thorpe recently took his own life
after struggling with depression. Elite athletes need much more
systemic support toensure their mental well-being.

Bestsellers by machine

So wrote Dahl 70 years ago, so it’s happening now
Anupam Srivastava

As redundancy caused by artificial intelligence stares in the
face of humanity, the first ones to go will be writers. They
¥4 deservethisfate along withtheirreaders.

' Roald Dahl’s short story, The Great Autormnatic Grammati-
zator, heralded the end of original writing 70 vears ago. In it,
. books written by a machine became a roaring success even if
some were of poorquality and not ‘respectable’. In the real world, success isall
the respect that one needs. The one who wields the power of the pen is not the
writer: The columns belong to celebrities and ‘important people’, with the pieces
often written by ‘chostwriters’ who are banished to a state of non-existence
by the powerful. The bylines are fake, and as hollow as the angst the ‘authors’
claim to possess and display like their designer clothes.

A visit to the bookstore would further confirm the demise of original writing.
Thewriters ‘aredeparted’, and have ‘left no addresses’, torephrase Eliot. Beneath
fancy covers lie words thatare cliched, the turns of phrase forced and insufficient

to breathe life into dead prose. Even poetry as vers [ibre is a heap of
(¥e)
L

broken sentences without rhythm or rhyme and indistinguishable
fromthemassof wordslittered intheliterary purgatorv. Plagiarists
continue to thrive and, when caught, claim they were ‘inspired’,
whileeditorsreject great booksthat aresent to them.

Thefinal actors in this tragic drama are readers — essentially OTT devotees
who sometimes pick up a book when they cannot watch their favourite show.
They are decision-making gods who dip into gossipy tales to keep up, take a
break, or turn pages without reading, like lip-syncing singers who hide
behind smoke jets, flames and other special effects to remain undisclosed to
their audience.

It will be a nemesis of sorts for the world to lose its ability to create original
writingsince ithasdisrespected writers and artistsforsolong. Likeeverything
beautiful, writing must die and be replaced by synthetic and perfect prose and
poetry so well that few would notice the difference. In a utilitarian world, the
purpose of writing is to inform and self-project, not awaken, reveal, or rouse,
Al will take this vestigial aspect of writing out and make it fit for our times.

MORE THE NUMBERS i

LESS THE MEANING
US Recession? Good News For India

THE TIMES OF INDIA
TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2024

If Fed starts cutting rates, it will increase room for rate cuts here, which are necessary because our
economy s still more than a year behind where it would have been if not for the pandemic

Neelkanth Mishra

| Over the past two vears, consensus on

" | USeconomy had shifted from anticipa-
tinga ‘hard landing’ (that is, a recession)
toa ‘soft landing'; that inflation would
be contained without much of a
growth sacrifice. Some observers
hailed th:aa'-". immaculate disinflation’.

This has been challenged by recent economic data.
Despite a slight fall, unemployment claims are well
above the lows of Jan, and new job openings have
slowed. In July, the unemployment rate rose to 4.3%,
the highest in 3 years, and the ISM manufacturing
PMI, an important bellwether, fell to a 9-month low,
to alevel rarely seen outside recessions.

Recession fears are back: Google Trends
shows searches for ‘recession’ in US are up
9 times since mid-July to the highest in 2 vears,
A large part of the jump in stock-market
volatility can be attributed toother factors,
like some unwinding of the Yen carry
trade, but recession fears have plaved
a major role. Market expectations of
rate cuts by the US Fed have risen
significantly, as many believe these
will be necessary to moderate the
economic slowdown.

In particular, July's labour data /
triggered the ‘Sahm Rule’. Discovered by -
Claudia Sahm, a former Fed economist, . ;-?-
this rule states that arecession is probably -‘-_‘

"ﬂ

underway if the average unemploy-
ment rate over the past 3 months has
risen by half a percent from its low
point over the previous 12 months.

The underlyving logic is simple - when
unemployment rises by this quantum, it triggers a
self-reinforecing cyele; it hurts incomes and therefore
consumption, triggering more layoffs, and so on. Over
the past half-century, this rule would have correctly
predicted all US recessions.

At first glance, such fears seem premature. US eco-
nomy is slowing but is far fromrecessionary It is the only
large economy where GDP Is above its pre-pandemic
path. Nowcast estimates for this quarter’s GDP growth
in US economy were recently raised to 2.9%, from 2.6%
earlier. Consumption remains steady, wage growth on
average is above inflation, home prices are still rising,
and layoffs have not started vet.

Even after the increase in July, the unemployment
rate is still below ‘normal’. Further, a large part of the

rise in unemployment has been due to more people
joining the workforce (including due toarise in immig-
ration), with the labour force participation rate the
highest thiscentury.

But much of that is backward-looking, and financial
markets tend to price in recessions or recoveries several
months before they appear. Let alone ‘nowcast’ estimates,
built on a relatively
narrow set of

L '

Volatility in the markets is likely to
remain elevated, as growth expectations
are recalibrated, upgrades to US growth
forecasts are replaced by downgrades

indicators, even reported quarterly GDP growth can see
sienificant revisions. The first estimate for the March
2001 guarter, for example, showed 2.0% growth, but
the final one a 1.3% decline, showing that it was the first
quarter of arecession.

Such large revisions are not normal, but some
cooling of the economy is to be expected. In our view, a

gsignificant part of the growth surprise over the past
two vears was due to an expansion in the federal fiscal
deficit. An increase in fiscal deficit boosts growth, a
falling fiscal deficit is a drag on growth, and high but
unchanged deficits have no impact on growth.

The fiscal impulse in US was a strong 5% of GDP
around this time last year. As the deficit could not rise
further, this impulse has slowed sharply to nearly zero
this quarter and is likely to be in negative territory in
thenext few months.

Over the past two years, the pain from higher
interest rates in US had been offset by the rise in fiscal
deficits. Even if the deficit does not shrink to sustainable
levels immediately, the absence of a positive impulse is
likely to show up in weaker growth.

For example, a guinea pig (economy) that gets
“] 7\ 2 growth inhibiting injection (higher interest
rates) but also a growth enhancing injection
(higher fiscal deficit) may not see a change
in growth. But when growth boosters are
stopped, its growth would slow down.
The Fed is now likely to start cutting
interest rates, but a complete rate
< normalisation will take several
quarters at least, and the impact of
cuts appears with long and variable lags.
Separately, as US fiscal deficits were
‘pro-cyclical’ (high deficits when growth
was already strong), slowing growth
would push deficits higher, and thus,
despite the Fed’s rate cuts, vields
<= on US govt bonds and the cost of
borrowing may not fall as much.
Inour view, a growth slowdown is
likely, but it is too early to call for a
precipitous decline. The slowdown
should be orderly if monetary easing can
reduce the risk of accidents in financial markets. Vola-
tility in the markets, though, is likely to remain elevated.
as growth expectations are recalibrated, and upgrades
to US growth forecasts are replaced by downgrades.

A US slowdown would affect the Indian economy
too, through weaker exports. However, if there are no
accidents in financial markets, easier global financial
conditions, as the Fed cuts rates and potentially
restarts quantitative easing, should provide Indian
policymakers room to ease policy This is necessary
because despite strong growth, India’s economy is still
morethanayearbehind where it would have been if not
for the pandemic.

The writer is Chief Economist, Axis Bank and Head of
(rlobal Research, Axis Capital

The Kolkata Horror: How Unsafe Are Our Hospitals

A doctor’s rape-murder has led to calls for a central law to protect health workers. Many states already
have a stringent law in place. And absent in this conversation is the risk faced by women patients

Rema.Nagarajan @timesofindia.com

= ."* The rape and murder of a resident

| doctor, in Kolkata, has put the spotlight
$ on the safety of women in hospitals.
Doctors are now protesting across
k- India, asking for a central law to protect
SR« healthcare workers, citing rising
attacks. However, is it the lack of a specific law that
isresponsiblefor attacks on health workers and health-
carefacilities?

The petition being circulated by protesting
doctors provides an insight into why a law alone
might not provide the necessary safety, It cites the
caseof anurse who was attacked in Surat, in March
2022, by an emergency ward patient with an iron
table and had to get three stitches. “The nurse filed
an FIR and the person was booked under the Indian
Penal Code 332. But there is no further information
onany action taken by the hospital or by the police,”
states the petition.

If convicted under IPC 332, which deals with
violence causing hurt to deter a public servant from
his/herduty;, the punishmentis imprisonmentup to
three years and/or fine. It is a cognizable offence,
which means the accused can be arrested without a
warrant. It is non-bailable and it is non-compoun-
dable (a provision usually applied for heinous
crimes), which means that court proceedings will
continue even if the vietim and the accused reach a
gsettlement privately.

Thus, the law applied was strong. That there was no
further infoon action taken suggests either inadequate
follow-up by the hospital or the usual tardiness of the
justice system. Both these problems would persist even
withanew central law, asthe difficulty seemsto be with
implementation more than the law itself.

A majority of states have already adopted a law -
Medicare Service Persons And Medicare Service
Institutions (Prevention of violence and damage/loss
to property) Act - that punishes violent perpetrators,

with some variations. However, research has shown
that even in these states less than 10% of cases pursued
under this law reached the court after charges were
filed. Would a new law change this?

While the petition talks about safety for all health
workers, there 1sn't a fraction of the outrage against
the horror at RG Kar Medical College and Hospital
when such attacks target nurses or lower-level hospital
staff. There have been several horrific incidentsof rape
and murder of nurses where the fight for justice has

> /Vé‘

been left to their families.

In the health system, female nurses are the most
vulnerable. They are subject to verbal, physical and
sexual abuse by everyone from co-workers to patients
and their attendants. They have no special law to
protect them. They only have recourse to the general
laws protecting all women in the workplace.

Consider a further twist. In four out of five cases
of sexual assault in hospitals reported in 2024, the
victims were female patients. In the last 10 years, there
have been almost two dozen cases reported from

across India of female patients being sexually assaulted
in hospitals. Do patients have recourse to a special
law to protect them from violence inside the health
system?

Is there a special law to protect women subjected
to obstetric violence, which includes abusing and
slapping a woman in labour, the prevalence of which
most doctors would attest to? 1s there a special law to
protect patients and their families from the financial
assault of being overcharged? There isn't. They use
the same sections of the law as available to the
general population to seek justice within the
same sluggish justice system that health workers
struggle with.

Patients are probably the least empowered in a
health system and they do not have an organised
group to protest on their behalf. No lobby has taken
to the streets for patients’ safety or basic rights.
There are plenty of studies on the violence faced by
health workers, but hardly any on the violence
patients face, often by those supposed to care for
them. This asymmetry has a significant effect on
the sense of victimhood among health personnel,
deflecting it from systemic ills.

Violence against health workers has bheen
documented globally and it is estimated that the
likelihood of assaults against health workers is
four times greater than that against professionals
in general workplaces. Has there been a similar
study on whether patients seeking healthcare are
more likely to face violence than consumers of any
other service? Is there a more vulnerable category in
the health system or in any service delivery system
than sick patients and their families?

Studies addressing violence in health facilities
have identified several risk factors, including under-
staffed emergency departments, lengthy waiting times
for patients, poor quality of healthcare services and of
communication. While these factors increase the risk
of violence for health workers, they could mean risk of
much suffering or even death for patients.
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Meditation Is All About Dedication And Diligence

Sant Rajinder Singh

practisemeditationtorealiseits

physical, mental, and emotional
benefits. Doctors advise their patients
tomeditate to help them deal with
many physical ailments. Research has
shown the role of meditation in
slowing down brain waves, which
makesusfeel calmerand helps with
many stress-related illnesses.
Meditation involves focusing our
attention, which helps with
concentration and thus increases our
productivity and efficiency inall
spheres of life. Many people meditate
for emotional gains so they can improve
their relationships. Wefocuson these
physical, mental and emotional gains
because living at the level of our physical
senses, we take ourselves to be our
body, mind and emotions.

Peup]e from all parts of the world

There is another reason for which
we should meditate, and that is for
spiritual gains. This is because our
true nature is spirit, and the spirit,
being a part of God, iseverlasting.
Thus, any gains experienced at the
spiritual level arealsoeverlasting.
Assuch, it 1s our soul that we
should focus on nourishing
while weare in this body. .,
We should meditate to P
realise our true nature
and discover ourrela-
tionship with the Creator.
Meditation isasimple
process for which we sit
still and concentrate within to
experience inner treasures,

There 1s atypical problem that people
throughout the world have while
trving tomeditate. That is: how to keep
one'sattention in meditation without
being distracted by thoughts?

Our minds are active and restless
and donot like to be still to focus on the
wonders within. Distractions from the
mind include trying to tell us we have
more important thingstodo thanto
meditate, engaging us in anger, lust,

greed, attachment, and ego through
its need to fulfil desires, or
making us dwell on the past or
A72, anticipatethe future.

There are twoswitches
for our attention: one is the
switch to be attuned to our
_ soul and the other is to be
THE SPEAKING TREE attuned toourmind. The
- solutionfor the thoughts
thatthe mind sendsusistobeableto
separate what thoughts are of God and
thesoul, and what thoughts are of the
mind. Weneed tolearn tobe vigilant
when the mind is pullinga trick to
distract our attentioneither in
meditation or throughout ourday.

When we have a goal that wereally
want to attain, nothing can stop us
fromtrvingtoachieve it. Whether we
want towin at sports, reach our financial
ooals, lose weight, or improve our
relationships, we spend time working
toachieve success. We putinthe time
and effort. It is the same with medita-
tion. We have withinus agateway to
peace, joy, and happiness. However, to
accessthesetreasures we needto
meditate, by sitting in silence and
staying focused to enjoy them.

Weneed to set our priorities.
When we wanttostudy foran
exam, we setaside time and focus only
onthat. Similarly, when we set a time
for our meditation, we focus only on
meditation forthat period. We
then allot time for other activities
through the rest of the day. This helps
us preserve our meditation time only
for that purpose,




Qatar Uses Most

Energy Per Capita

TIMES BUSINESS

Qatar had the highest per capita energy
consumption in 2023 at 817GJ. Almost all
of the country’s energy consumption is

derived from natural gas, of which the
country has abundant reserves

Source: Visual Capitalist
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539 India’s Per Capita
Consumption Is Just
UAE 109% Of That Of The US Us

Net direct tax
collection grows
23% to 76.9L crore

New Delhi: Net direct tax
collection grew 22.5% to about
Rs 6.9 lakh crore as of August 11
this fiscal, driven by personal
income tax mop-up, govt data
showed on Monday. The mop-up
includes personal income tax
collection of Rs 4.5 lakh crore
and corporate tax collection of
Rs 2.2 lakh crore. Securities
Transaction Tax (STT) fetched
Rs 21,599 crore, while other
taxes (which include
equalisation levy and gift tax)
earned Rs 1,617 crore. AGencies

crazy bosses

I'M A GOOD
LISTENER IF YOU
TELL ME SOMETHING

Ola Elec’s shares up
20% for second day

Bengaluru: Ola Electric
Maobility's share price rose 20%
to close at Rs 109 apiece on
Monday reaching the upper
circuit limit for the second
straight day since its public
debut. On Friday, Ola Electric’s
shares had already risen by
20%, resulting in a valuation of
%4.8 billion for the company. The
initial public offering (IPO) was
priced at Rs 76 per share.

With a 39% market share as of
July, Ola Electric has emerged
one of the leading players in
India's electric scooter sales.
The company introduced its first
model three years ago and faces
competition from other players
like Ather Energy, which is also
planning to go public. Ola
Electric is expected to announce
its first quarter financial results
on Wednesday. Additionally, the
company is expected to reveal a
new product in the two-wheeler
segment, specifically
motorcycles, on Thursday. tn

rigure it out

L

of organised milk industry’s
revenue in India now comes from
value added products like ghee,
paneer, butter, curd, ice cream,

cheese, yoghurt and whey

o

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Retail inflation
softened toanear 5-vearlow in
July, led by a moderation in ve-
getables, fruits and spices and
the impact of a statistical
high-base effect, bringing
much-needed relief from the
stubborn price pressures wit-
nessed in the past few months
and triggered hopes of acutin
interest rates in the second
half of the fiscal year:

Separate data showed in-
dustrial output growth, as me-
asured by Index of Industrial
Production(lIP). moderated to
afive-month low of 4.2% inJu-
ne from the seven-month high
of 6.2% as manufacturing sec-
tor slowed, while mining re-
corded a double digit expan-
sion during the month.

The retail inflation data,
which was released by the Na-
tional Statistical office (NSO)
on Monday, brought some che-
er a5 price pressures appeared
to have eased. Retail inflation,
as measured by the consumer
price index (CPI), slowed to a
5%-month low of 3.5%, lower
than the 5.1% in June and be-
low the 7.4% recorded in July
last vear: Rural inflation was at
4.1%, while urban was at near-

Retail Inflation In RBI's Comfort Zone

Still Some Pain Points
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Industrial output growth (%) moderates in June...
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Iy 3%. The food price index
was at 5.4%, lower than the
9.4% in June,

The food and beverages in-
flation moderated to a 13-
month low of 5.1% after remai-
ningabovethe 7% mark for the
pasteight months, The key dri-
ver of the easing was vegetab-

le inflation, which softened to
6.8% inJuly from 30% in June,
but month-on-month vegetab-
le prices rose.

“Aided by pick-up in rain-
fall sinee early-Julv 2024, the
cumulative sowing of Kharif
crops exceeded the year-ago le-
vel by 1.4% as on Aug 12, 2024,

At 4.2%, Industrial Qutput Growth Slows To 5-Mth Low In June

The IMD's expectations of
above normal rainfall during
Ang-Sept, amidst the likely de-
velopment of La Nina condi-
tions at end-Aug 2024, augurs
well for kharif crops, although
we remain watchful of the epi-
sodes of heavy rainfall and flo-
oding across some states that
could harm the standing crops
and impact perishable prices
during this period,” said Aditi
Nayar, chief economist at ra-
tings agency ICRA.

She said that with all of the
22 essential commodities re-
porting an easing intheir year-
on-year inflation rates till Ang
10, as per the department of
consumer affairs data relative
to July 2024, the food and beve-
rages inflation print should
ease further in the ongoing
month, dampening the headli-
ne retail inflation to 3.4% in
Ang 2024, “Nevertheless, the
trajectoryof perishable prices
remains a key monitorable in
the near-term,” said Navar.

“Owverall, though, we ex-
pect inflation to ease and av-
erage 4.5% this fiscal mostly
due to softer food prices. This
should allow the RBI to begin
cutting(rates)earliest by Oct,”
said D K Joshi, chief econo-
mist at ratings agency Crisil.

RBI tightens norms for

deposit-taking hsg fin cos

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: RBI has tighte-
ned norms for deposit-ta-
king housing finance com-
panies and brought them on
an par with non-banking fi-
nance companies.

The new norms increase
liguidity requirements,
restrict deposit mobilisa-
tion based on credit rating
and restrict branch ope-
ning. The revised rules also
now allow HFCs to partici-
pate in derivatives pertai-
ning to interest rate, cur-
rencies, and credit risks.

REI had begun the pro-
cess of harmonising regu-
lations of HFCs and
NBFCsin2020and had said
that it would progress in a
phased manner to avoid
disruption. The new regu-
lations makes it much mo-
re difficult for HFCs who
are not in good financial
health to raise deposits.
Currently, deposit-taking
HFCs are required to hold
13% of publicdepositsasli-
guid assets. This require-
ment will increase to 15%
by July 2025. Additionally,
HFCs must obtain an in-

The new norms increa-
se liquidity require-
ments, restrict deposit
mobilisation based on
credit rating and rest-
rict branch opening
W EAAEL

vestment-grade credit ra-
ting annually. The ceiling
on the quantum of public
deposits will be reduced
from three times to 1.5 ti-
mes their net owned fund,
and the maximum maturi-
ty for public deposits will
be reduced from 120
months to 60 months. New
regulations for opening
branches and appointing
agents to collect deposits
will apply to HFCs, similar
tothose tor NBFCs.

At present, there are ni-
ne deposit-taking HFCs in
operation: Cent Bank Home

Finance, Aadhar Housing
Finance (formerly DHFL
Vvsva Housing Finance),
Housing and Urban Deve-
lopment Corporation, ICICI
Home Finance, LIC Hou-
sing Finance, Manipal Hou-
sing Finance Syndicate,
PNB Housing Finance, and
Sundaram Home Finance.

The regulator has also
placed restrictions on pre-
mature withdrawals of lar-
cedeposits with NBFCs. For
emergencies, including me-
dical needs or disasters, fi-
nance companies have to
follow the insurance regula-
tor's guidelines for defining
critical illness. Currently,
if a HFC makes invest-
ments in its own group
companies or other HFECs
that exceed 10% of its own
funds, these investments
must be subtracted when
calculating its net owned
fund (NOF). This rule will
now also apply to invest-
ments made through an al-
ternative investment fund
if the HFC provides 50% or
more of the money in the
AlIF or if the HFC controls
the AIF and contributes at
least 50% of itsfunds.

. Bengaluru:
: churn continues at Wipro.
: Subha Tatavarti has stepped
. down as Wipro CTO effective
: Monday after a three-year
: stintwith theIT firm.

Wipro CTO
Tatavarti
steps down

The top-level

In a regulatorv filing on

: Monday, the company said Ta-
: tavarti has resigned to pursue
. opportunities
: firm. “Tatavarti will be step-

outside the

ping down as chief technolo-

. gy officer with effect from
. close of business hours of Au-
: gust 16, 2024,” Wipro said in

the filing without naming her

i successor. At Wipro she was
: instrumental in driving the
: Lab45 Al platform that runs
: on a SaaS (software-as-a-ser-
: vice)model and supports vari-
- ous large language models
: (LLMs) from leading provid-
: ers as well as custom deep-
: learning models.

Tatavarti was appointed

: in 2021. She joined Wipro
: from Walmart. Prior to Wal-
: mart, she headed the prod-
: uct, data & infrastructure
: platform at Paypal. Barring
: its CHRO Saurabh Govil, Wi-
i pro’s top leadership team is
: relatively new. Wipro CFO
: Jatin Dalal quit to join its ri-
: val Cognizant, T

Chief executive’s compensation in I'T soars,
it’s sometimes over 1,000 times median pay

Shilpa Phadnis &
Veena Mani | Tun

Bengaluru: The disparity
between CEO and emplovee
compensation in the IT in-
dustry continues to expand.
Data from the past five vears
for select large companies
shows that only IBM has seen
a narrowing of the gap be-
tween CEQO pay and the
median employee remunera-
tion. Accenture, Infosys, Wi-
pro, and HCL have experi-
enced a widening of this gap.
reflecting the sharp increase
in CEQO compensation and
particularly the wvalue of
their stock grants.

The issue has received lit-
tle attention from sharehol-
ders in India. Infosys founder
NE Narayvana Murthy has pre-
viously indicated that a fair
CEO remuneration would be
about 25 to 40 times that of the
lowest level employvee. But in
his own company now, CEO
Salil Parekh’s compensation
is nearly 700 times that of the
median remuneration in the
company (compared to that of
the lowest level employee, it
would be significantly more).
And that figure has risen
sharply since 2019.

Wipro has witnessed a
substantial increase in the
remuneration of the CEO
compared to that of its em-
ployees. Former Wipro CEQ
Thierry Delaporte’s com-

pensation was $20 million,
which meant his salary was
1,702 times more than that of
the median remuneration of
Rs 9.8 lakh in the 2023-24 fi-
nancial year,

Within a single yvear, the
ratio between HCL CEO C Vi-
javakumar compensation
and the median emplovee re-
muneration widened to 707 in
2023-24, from 253:1.

Accenture chief execu-
tive officer Julie Sweet's
compensation inthe 2023 fis-
cal was $31.5 million, 633
times that of the median sal-
ary of an Accenture employ-
ee, which was $49,842. This
median salary was actually
lower than the §50,512 in the
2019 fiscal. A report by exec-
utive intelligence platform
Equilar finds that the
median S&P 500 (largest list-
ed companies in the US) em-
ployee earned 381,467 In
2023, a 5.2% increase from
2022. Due to CEQ pay in-
creasing at a higher rate
than the median emplovee,
the CEO pay ratio increased
from 185 in 2022 to 196 in 2023.

The report also noted
that stock awards accounted
forapproximately 70% of to-
tal CEO compensation in
2023. The median value of
stock awards increased by
10.7% to $9.4 million in 2023,
significantly contributing
to the overall rise in total
compensation,

InIndia, disclosureof pay
ratios was mandated by the
Ministry of Corporate Af-
fairs (MCA)in 2014. However,
the regulations do not speci-
fy a computation methodolo-
gy, allowing companies to
use their own discretion in
arriving at these numbers.
Shriram Subramanian,
founder and MD of proxy ad-

greater than the rate at
which the company grows.
However, since the number
of entry level employees has
increased significantly, the
compensation at entry levels
has not increased. This isthe
main reason why the pay ra-
tio will keep increasing. Sha-
reholders are more interest-
ed in CEOQ compensation be-

THE EXPANDING PAY GAP: CEO Vs EMPLOYEE

CEO compensation as multiple of

P seall 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 (7]
David Rowland (Interim) /

Julie Sweet, Accenture CEQs** 298 | 402 | 473 | 653 | 633
Vighia Prmesty 319 | 354 | 347 | 271 | 312
Arvind Krishna, IBM CEOs Follows
Brian Humphries/ cy
Ravi Kumar Cognizant CEOs 514 | 414 | 575 | 571 | 556
Rajesh Gopinathan/

K Krithivasan, TCS CEQs* 262 | 214 | 326 | 396 | 427

salil Parekh, Infosys CEO* 396 | 502 | 689 | g72 | 627 | 677
Abidali Z Neemuchwala /

Thierry Delaporte, 689 | 495 | 896 |1,006| 916 | 1,702
Wipro CEOs *

C Vijayakumar, HCL CEQ* Data unavailable 253 | 707

*Financial years / *“Accenture follows Sept-Aug FY

visory firm InGovern Re-
search Services, sayvs that
over the past 10-15 vyears,
these I'T services firms have
become large global compa-
nies. “Hence talent at senior
levels becomes bench-
marked to global levels, thus
ensuring compensation isal-
so benchmarked to global
levels and growing at a rate

inglargely variable and link-
ed to performance metrics.”
Subramanian also noted
that the Occupy Wall Street
movement in the US in 2008
saw the demand for disclo-
sure of pay ratios. *Inthe US,
labour unions and other or-
ganisations use this data for
corrective bargaining. In In-
dia these numbers have not

found significance or useful-
nessanywhere.”

Phil Fersht, chief execu-
tive officer of IT research and
advisory HfS Research, says
that leadership in IT services
firms is increasingly becoms-
ing a critical differentiating
factor, particularly at the
CEOQO level and the CEQ's di-
rect reports. “With the recent
high number of senior defec-
tions, board directors are in-
creasingly concerned about
keeping their CEOs aligned,
incentivised and {focused,
and CEOs are similarly anx-
ious to keep their leadership
teams intact. The more cut-
throat the competition, the
more these firms will protect
their talented leaders.”

Asked about shareholder
activism on this 1ssue, Amit
Batish, senior director of
content & communications at
Equilar, said, “There is al-
ways goingto be some level of
activism around the compen-
sation that executives are
awarded, given their large
values. Shareholders will
likely raise a red flag if they
feel compensation is high
compared to how the compa-
ny is performing, particular-
ly financiallv. If sharehol-
ders believe that their return
is not adequate or if there is
misalignment in pay and per-
formance, then there will al-
ways be a possibility for some
level of activism.”
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~ Retail inflation softens to  Sensex shrugs off H'burg
“near 5-yr low of 3.5% in July charge, Adani stocks dip

Selling In Adani Group Cos Not As Sharp
As During Jan-Feb 2023 After First Report

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: In volatile trades
on Monday, the sensex closed
a marginal 57-point lower at
79,649 points as investors on
Dalal Street mostly discoun-

ted US short-seller Hinden-
: burg Research’s report that

alleged conflict of interest
on part of Sebi chief Madha-

biPuri Buch while investiga-

ting alleged wrongdoings by
Adani Group.

While the latest Hinden-
report didn't have
much impact on the broader
market, stock prices of some

i of Adani Group companies

witnessed selling on Mon-
dav. However, the selling was
not as sharp as during Jan-
Feb 2023, after the publica-
tion of Hindenburg'sfirstre-
port that had alleged serious
corporate malfeasance aga-
inst Adani Group, which the
it has denied.

After Hindenburg relea-
sedd its report on Saturday,
was  apprehension
among investorsthatthemar-
ket mayv react negatively to
the report, just like it had do-
ne when the first report was

published in Jan 2023. Howe-

ver, as some market veterans
had reasoned that Hinden-
burg’s second report had no
surprise element and hence
unlikely to impact investor
sentiment, the markets, atter

anegative start inthe new we-
ek, recovered guickly.
According to Vinod Nair
of Geojit Financial Services,
the market’s initial trajectory
“was eclipsed” by the contro-
versy generated by Hinden-
burg’s report on Sebi chair-
person. “However, the market
tried to ignore these noises,

“oiven firm oil prices and vo-
latility infood inflation”, Mar-
ket playersdon’tseeany nega-
tive fallout from the Hinden-
burg report.

On Monday, foreign funds
were bigsellers with anet out-
flow figure of Rs 4,681 crore,
BSE data showed. However,
domestic funds were aggres-

Group Mcap Down 720K Cr To Under 17L Cr

FMCG Co's Stock Falls Most, Ports Biz Mcap Takes Biggest Hit

Market cap (7 cr)
Adani Ports 3.25L
Adani Energy 1.19L
Adani Ent. 3.59L
Adani Total Gas 92k
Adani Wilmar 48k
Adani Power 2.66L
ACC 43k
Sanghi Ind. 2,329
NDTV 1,308
Ambuja 1.57L
Adani Green 2.85L

Mcap change (Tcr) % change
EZ 2
4,562 L5,
3,967 | ‘L1
550 4
2073 | -4.1
1,755 [l 0.7
683 i 1.5

51 | 2.1

42 3.1

gs2 il 0.6

3,152 L1

taking positive cues from glo-
bal markets. Moreover, the do-
mestic market is anticipating
ease in CPI inflation (came in
at a multi-month low after
markets closed), which is go-
ing to be further supported by
a good monsoon.”

Nair said that there are so-
me upsiderisks tothe market,

sive buversand recorded anet
inflow of Rs 4478 crore. In
Monday's session, among the
croup’s companies Adani
Wilmar was the worst hitand
closed 4.1% down, while Ada-
ni Total Gas was down 4%
and the group flagship Adani
Enterprises closed 1.1% lo-
wer (see grapiic).

Higher returns & secrecy
draw rich to offshore funds

Partha.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

Nn Aug 10, US-based
( ) short-seller Hinden-

/" burg Research relea-
sed a report that said Sebi
chairman Madhabi Puri
Buch and her husband Dha-
val had investments in off-
shore investment funds
which were used by Vinod
Adani, brotherof billionaire
Gautam Adani, to invest in

Explains

AdaniGroup’sstocks. Here's
an explainer on offshore
funds, their structure and

tax implications;
: What's an offshore fund?

Anoffshore fundislikeamu-
tual fund that collects money

: from people and invests the

same abroad. Most Indians
invest in offshore funds that
are based in Cayman Is-
lands, Bermuda and Cyprus,
which offer huge advanta-
ops, Some funds are also ba-
sed infinance hubslike Sing-
apore and Mauritius.

Why invest insuch funds?

These funds offer better re-

turnsthan traditional invest-

ISLAND INVESTORS

ments, and diversification
acrossasset classesand geog-
raphies. Tax havens also pro-
videa high level of secrecy of
investments and investors.

How do Indians invest?
There are specialised fund
houses and wealth managers
who help rich Indians invest
in such funds. There is nomi-
nimum investment amount
but usually, each person ne-
eds to invest at least $100,000
in these funds. A resident In-
dian can invest up to $250,000
per person per annum thro-
ugh RBI's liberalised remit-
tance scheme route. An NRI
can invest money from abro-
ad without any limit.

What are the fees like?

Most offshore funds charge
fees in the 2-20 or similar mo-
dels. This has two parts. The
initial charge is 2% of the va-

lue of the assets on an annu-
al basis. Then comes the 20%
carry. Here, say the fund says
it would generate an annual
return of 10%. Anything
above that 10% rate of re-
turn, 20% of that would be
charged by the offshore
fund, while the balance wo-
uld remain with the investor.
Whilethe 2% annual feeisan
industry standard, the 20%
carry could vary depending
upon the asset class, the in-

vestment region, among
other factors.
The tax implications?

[tdependsupon the tax status
of the investor. Also, on how
the returns — capital gains
and/or dividend — are taxed
inthehandsof the investorat
his place of residence.

Cananinvestorinfluence
fund's decision-making?
In most pooled funds, in
which there is a large num-
ber of investors, such influ-
enceisnot allowed. However,
such influence could be used
in offshore funds that are in-
vestment holding compani-
es in which there’s only one
investor who could be an in-
dividual, an institution or a
family office.

Long term 1nvestors, not
for quick money: Mittal

b Continued from page 1

T to my mind has a
Bmuch brighter future
ahead and they need to
befollowing theirstrategy, if
I'may say, even more boldly...
We arenot in this for making
a buck or looking at stock
markets up or down. We are
long-term telecom inves-
Bharti Enterprises
chairman Sunil Bharti Mit-
tal said during a call, adding
that investment offered sy-
nergies. Flanked by his son
Shravin, Bharti Global MD,
he pitched it as astrategicde-
al which was in line with
strengthening India-UK ties
and offered opportunities on
Al 5Gand coreengineering.
Once the transaction is
completed, Bharti will own
more stake than Deutsche

Telekom’s 12%. The deal fol-

lows Mexican magnate Car-

los Slim's 3.2% acquisition

in BT twomonths ago.
Despite slower growth
opportunities, it marks
Bharti's bigforay intoadeve-
loped country market with
the group having so far focu-
sed on Africa, Bangladesh,

Sri Lanka and Sevchelles in
addition tothe home market.
“Growth in Europe and the
UK is bound to be much... So,
orowth is very small, 1-2% a

- year... But the
revenue is
pretty large,
| $25 billion of
i current reve-
nues, and $10
billion in
EBITDA... can we create mo-
re efficiency, can the free
cashflows increase overape-
riod of time...,” hesaid.

Mittal said that his group
zeroed in on BT from other
options that were on the tab-
le and indicated that it may
opt for more acquisitions in
future. *We got this opportu-
nity to buy a very important
block of shares. It is very dif-
ficult to buy such stock in the
market. It takes a long time
and there are uncertainties
of pricing... here was a block
with a willing seller who mo-
ved in to make this offer and
we guickly decided to take
thesame,” he said.

Mittal said the stability
in the Indian business in re-
cent months, which came af-

ter some large investments
and intense competition,
had giventhe group “the cou-
rage tolook at the opportuni-
ty" and the Indian opera-
tions will not be impacted in
any way by the investment.
BT and British authorities
welcomed the transaction as
did Indian authorities.
“ ..the wheel has come full
circle since 1997 when Bri-
tish Telecom acquired a 21%
stake in Bharti Airtel...We
thank UK Prime Minister
@Keir_Starmer and Foreign
Secretary (@DavidLammy
for their continued support
instrengthening business ti-
es between the two countri-
es,” commerce & industry
minister tweeted.

In the past, stake acquisi-
tion incompaniessuchasBT
has attracted security con-
cerns in the UK and Goval's
tweet suggested that the Bri-
tish govt may beon board. By
Mittal's own admission, the
transaction marks a depar-
ture from his usual style of
being “an operator”. Inste-
ad, his group is not seeking a
board seat, at least for the
moment.
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PAMELA ANDERSON ADMITS SHE QUIT HOLLYWOOD TO

HUGH JACKMAN REVEALS HE ATE 6,000 CALORIES A DAY
DURING INTENSE TRAINING FOR ‘DEADPOOL & WOLVERINE’

Bangladesh is experiencinga
student-led revolution: Yunus

Says Resignations
Of Officials Close
To Hasina Legal

Dhaka: Bangladesh was expe-
riencing a “student-led revolu-
tion” after the ouster of PM
Sheikh Hasina, the country’s
new interim leader Muham-
mad Yunus told a group of jo-
urnalists Sunday night. “This
isarevolution, astudent-led re-
volution,” the Nobel laureate
told a news briefing on Sunday.
“There’s no doubt about (that)
because the business of the
whole government collapsed.”

Yunus, 84. arrived back in
Bangladesh from Paris Thurs-
day after he was called by the
student leaders of the protests
to steer democratic reforms. “1
said, ‘I respect you, I admire
yvou. What you have done is ab-
solutely unparallelled’,” he sa-
id. “‘Because vou ordered me
to do this, 1 take your order’,”
Yunussaid he told them.

Yunus also said that the
high-profile resignations of
authorities close to Hasina are
legal after student leaders who
organised protests against Ha-
sina’s govt issued ultimatums
for them to quit. “Legally ... all
the steps were taken,” Yunus
said. The country’s chief justi-
ce, five justices and central
bank governor have all resig-
ned in the past few days.

Yunus said a key priority
of the interim govt is to resto-
re the independence of theju-
diciary He called former chi-
ef justice Obaidul Hassan
“justa hangman”.

The interim government is
expected to announce a new
election, but it is not clear
when it will be held. acencies

Bangladeshi police resumed duty on Monday, ending a weeklong strike

Army chief: Soldiers to return to
barracks as police resume work

Dhaka: Bangladesh's army
chief General Waker-Uz-Za-
man saidon Monday that soldi-
ers will return to barracks on-
ce the police resume normal
operations, as he met and revi-
ewed the security situation
with the interim govt head Mu-
hammad Yunus after police of-
ficers agreed to call off their
strike and return to work.

On Monday, General Za-
man said there is improve-
ment in the law and order situ-
ation in the country “If the si-
tuation continues to improve,
all regular forces will carry out
their counter-terrorism opera-
tions,” he was quoted as saving
by the United News of Bangla-
desh news agency. Underlining
that 30 crimes against minori-
ty communities have been
committed in 20 districts of the
country, he called upon the po-
litical parties to shun violence
and do politics for the people.

According to sources from
the chief adviser’s office, Yu-
nuas expressed his satisfaction

with the improvement in the
country’s law and order situa-
tion. Healso praised the milita-
ry forstabilising the situation.

Zaman's remarks came af-
ter protesting police officers
agreed tocall off theirstrike af-
ter the interim govt assured
them to meet most of their de-
mangds. The Bangladesh Police
Subordinate Employees Asso-
ciation declared the strike on
Aug b, following clashes across
the country between police
and students. Operations of
628 police stations, out of 639,
resumed across the country
Monday, the Daily Star paper
reported, citing police HQ.

During the turmoil, most
police stations in the country
had no police personnel. Multi-
ple police officers have repor-
ted that over 400 police stations
across the country have experi-
enced attacks, vandalism, ar-
son, and looting.

A police HR official said
that the police have not faced
such asitnation since 1971 p1i

Economy priority,
says interim govt
as businesses
face cash crunch

Dhaka: Businesses in Bangla-
desh are facing a liguidity
crunch as the central bank has
capped the withdrawal of cash
from banks at 2 lakh taka
amidst uncertainty in the co-
untry following the fall of’ She-
ikh Hasin govt, a report said
Mondav. Bangladesh Bank set
a cash withdrawal limit of 2
lakh taka (approximately Rs
1.421akh)per account on Satur-
day, increasing it from the 1
lakh taka announced earlier;
Interim finance and plan-
ning adviser Salehuddin Ah-
med, a former governor of the
central bank, said the priority
of the interim govt was to
bring the economy back on
track and restore the people’s
trust in banks. A recent report
by Moody's had warned that
closure of businesses, which
were already struggling due to
global economic issues, could
severely hurt the economy. It
had lowered its GDP growth
forecast for Bangladesh this
year from 5.4% t05.1%.
Meanwhile, two Bangla-
desh Bank deputy governors
and head of the Financial In-
telligence Unit (BFUI) resig-
ned Monday following directi-
ves from the interim govt. De-
puty governors Kazi Saidur
Rahman and Md Khurshid re-
signed in the morning, along
with Masud Biswas, head of
BFIU. Similarly Bangladesh
Bank's adviser Abu Farah Md
MNasser submitted his resigna-
tion to the governor, AGencies

Hossain’s statement is seen as reassuring for India

»Continued from page 1

r ‘ This (Bangladesh objec-
ting to Hasina staying
A longer in India) is a hy-
pothetical question. There is
no reason for that. Why should
relations with a particular co-
untry be affected if someone
stays there? Hossain said.

His statement is seen as re-
assuring for India as the UK
and other Western countries
dither on offering Hasina asy-
lum. BNE a major political for-
ce in Bangladesh, has already
cautioned India against hos-
ting her indefinitely

How the interim govt may

Protesters demand accountability &
trial against ex-PM Hasina in Dhaka

finally want to deal with Hasi-
na remains open to specula-
tion as Bangladesh also hasn't
ruled out efforts to seek her de-
portation. Hossain had said
the previous day that the inte-
rim govt would follow the law
ministry’s advice on the issue,

DITCH PLAYBOY IMAGE: ‘I'M NOT THAT PERSON ANYMORE’

. Israel PM, def min
trade barbs over
‘aim’ of Gaza war,
exposing govt rift

GROWING APART: Netanyahu's public
reprimand of Gallant is the latest
episode of internal strife that has
persisted since the govt took office

Jerusalem: Israeli PM Benjamin
MNetanvahu traded barbs with his
defence minister Monday, under-
scoring the deep internal splits
thatcontinuetoplaguethegovtas
the war in Gaza risks spilling out
intoa wider regional conflict.
Following Israeli media re
ports quoting defence minister
Yoav Gallant dismissing Netanya-
hu's war aim of total victory aga-
inst Islamist movement Hamas in
Gaza as “nonsense”’, Netanyvahu's
office put out a statement rebu-
king Gallant. “When Gallant ad-
opts the anti-Israel narrative, he
harms the chances of reachinga
hostage deal,” the statement said.
It said Israel’'s war aim remai-
ned “total victory”, with theelimi-
nation of Hamas and the release
of the remaining hostages seized
by Hamas-led gunmen on Oct 7
last year. “This is the clear directi-
veof PM Netanyahu and the secu-
rity cabinet, and it obligates eve-
rvone — including Gallant,” it sa-
id. The public reprimand of Gal-
lant, who has repeatedly clashed
with Netanyahu and the nationa-
list-religious parties in his coali-
tion, was the latest episode of in-
ternal strifethat has persisted sin-
ce the govt took office in 2022, Last
vear, Netanyahu tried to sack Gal-
lant over his opposition toplansto
curbthe power of Supreme Court,
only to have to reverse course in
the face of mass pmtests. REUTERS

hx—

Washington: US defence se-
cretary Llovd Austin has orde-
red the deployvment of a gui-
ded missile submarine to West
Asia, the Pentagon said on
Sunday, as the region braces
for possible attacks by Iran
and its allies after the killing
of senior members of Hamas
and Hezbollah. While the USS
Georgia, a nuclear-powered
submarine, was already in the
Mediterranean Sea in July, ac-
cording to a US military post
on social media, it was a rare
move to publicly announce the
deploymentof asubmarine,

In a statement after Austin
spoke with his Israeli counter-
part, the Pentagon said Austin
had ordered the Abraham Lin-
coln strike group to accelerate
its deployment to the region.
“Secretary Austin reiterated
the United States’ commit-
ment to take every possible
step to defend Israel and noted
the strengthening of US mili-
tary force posture and capabi-
lities throughout the Middle
East in light of esecalating re-
gional tensions,” the state-
ment added. The US military
had already said it will deploy
additional fighter jets and na-
vy warships to West Asia as
Washington seeks tobolster Is-
raeli defences,

Ismail Haniveh, the politi-
cal leader of Iran-backed Ha-
mas, was assassinated in the
Iranian capital Tehranon July
31, an attack that drew threats
of revenge by Iran against Is-
rael, which is fighting the Pa-
lestinian Islamist group in Ga-
za. Iran blamed Israel for the
killing. Israel has not claimed
responsibility The assassina-
tion and the killing of the se-
nior military commander of
the Iran-backed Lebanese gro-

For India, the challenge
will be to ensure that its ties
with Hasina, as reflected in
herdecizsiontoland here after
fleeing Bangladesh, don't co-
me in the way of likely efforts
in the next few months to re-
build its relationship with ex-
PM Khaleda Zia's BNE India
has had a rocky past with
BNP because of the bitter ri-
valry between itsailing chair-
person and Hasina.

A senior BNP functionary
said last week that the people of
Bangladesh weren't going to ta-
ke kindly to India offering hera
temporary home. “Right now,
sheisthe most wanted person in

Putin: Kyiv incursion a bid to stop
our offensive but we will carry on

Kyviv: Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin said Monday the
Ukrainian army’s ncursion
into the Kursk region, which
has caused more than 100,000
civilians to flee and embarras-
sed the Kremlin, is an attempt
by Ky1v to stop Moscow's offen-
sive in eastern Ukraine’s Don-
basregion and gain leverage in
possible future peace talks.
Russian forces are still
scrambling to respond to the
surprise attack after almost a
week of fierce fighting, but Pu-
tin insisted Moscow's army
will prevail. Speaking at a mee-
ting with top security and de-
fence officials, Putin said the
attack that began Aug 6 appea-
red to reflect Kyviv's attempt to
gain a better negotiating posi-
tion in possible future talks to
end the war. He argued that Uk-
raine may have hoped to cause
public unrest in Russia with
the attack, adding that ithasfa-

Putin and Russmn Armed Forces
chief Valery Gerasimov attend a
meeting with security officials

iled to achieve that goal, and
claimed the number of volun-
teers to join Russian military
has increased due to the as-
sault, He said Russian military
is driving on with its eastern
Ukraine offensive regardless.
Acting Kursk governor Al-
exel Smirnov reported to Pu-
tin that Ukrainian forces had
pushed 12km into the Kursk re-
gion across a 40km front and
currently control 28 Russian

lm settlements. He said 12 civili-
= ans have been killed and 121

others, including 10 children,

hurt in the operation. About

121,000 people have been evacu-

ated or left areas affected by the
fighting on their own, he said.
The governor of Belgorod re-

gion adjacent to Kursk also an-
nounced evacuation of people

from a district near the border,
describing Monday as “al-
arming” but giving no detail.

Russia’s defence ministry
sald Monday reinforcements
sent to the area backed by air
force and artillery had fended

oft seven attacks near Marty-

novka, Borkiand Korenevo du-

ring the previous 24 hours. It

said forces blocked an attempt
by Ukrainian mobile groups to

forge deep into Russian terri-

tory near Kauchuk. Air force
and artillery also struck con-
centrations of Ukrainian tro-
ops and equipment, it said. ae

Eangladesh for numerous cri-
— from murders and forced
dis::t[][.ll—‘ﬂl’ﬂnt:t‘ﬂ to massive cor-
ruption like siphoning out bil-
lions of dollars,” said party spo-
Kesperson Amir Khasru Mah-
mud Chowdhury Randhir Jais-
wal, spokesperson for India's
ministry of external affairs,
told reporters in Delhi that the
Centre had little to do with Hasi-
na'splans. “Wedon'thaveanup-
date on her plans. It is for her to
take things forward,” he said.
At hismeeting with foreign
diplomats, Hossain reiterated
that violence against any reli-
gious or ethnic group wouldn't
he tolerated.

Ukraine & Russia
trade charges
over N-plant fire

\ oscow and Kviv accused

fire on the grounds of

Europe’s largestand now Russi- @

an-occupied Zaporizhzhia nu-
clear power plant in Ukraine on
Sunday, with both sides repor-

ting no sign of elevated radia-
tion. The UN's IAEA nuclear !
watchdog, which hasapresence :

at the vast six-reactor facility,
said its experts had seen strong,

dark smoke coming from the

northern area of the plant follo-
wing multiple explosions.

Russian state hews agenci-

es, TASS and RIA, cited the co-
untry’s nuclear energy compa-
ny Rosatom as saving the fire

was extinguished shortly befo- :
re midnight Sunday, RIA, citing
Rosatom, said a drone attack :
started the fire at the cooling to-

wer, without providing proof.
Ukraine's nuclear power firm
Energoatom said one of the coo-

ling towers and other equip-

ment were damaged. reuters

each other of startinga

Omer Faroog Khan | Tnn mer PM Imran Khan's govt,
The arrest, said ISPR, was
Islamabad: A former chief of ordered by Supreme Courtona

Pakistan's Inter-Services Intel-
ligence, Lt Gen Faiz Hameed
{Retd). has been taken into mi-
litary custody and field court
martial proceedings initiated
against him over allegations of
corruption and misuse of aut-
hority, Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), Pakistan ar-
my’'s media wing, said Monday.

This is the first time in the
country’s history that a court
martial has been initiated aga-
inst aformer ISIchief. Hameed,
whoserved asISIchief from.Ju-
ne 2019 to Oct 2021, was widely
believed to be close to jailed for-

petition filed by the owner of a
private housing society in Isla-
mabad accusing the former
spyvmaster of torturing
him and his family, and
robbing them of their
properties and valuab-
les. Hameed has also be-
en accused of multiple
violations of the Pakis-
tan Army Act after retirement.

*Complying with the orders
of Supreme Court of Pakistan,
a detailed court of inquiry was
undertaken by Pakistan Army
to ascertain the correctness of
complaints in the Top City (ho-

Man held after stabbing in
London, Il-year-old in hosp

London: An1l-vear-old girl and
a 34-year-old woman were stab-
bed Monday in London’s busy
theatre district and a man was
arrested, the Metropolitan Poli-
ce said, adding there was no in-
dication the attack was terror-
related. The attack occurred
outside a tea shop in Leicester

A cop stands guard at the al‘ta{:k
scene in London's Leicester Square

Square, a magnet for tourists
with its shops, theatres and ci-
nemas. The square and surro-
unding area have an estimated
2.5 million visitors every week,

The victims were taken toa
major trauma centre. The girl
required treatment but her life
was not in jeopardy, police said.
The woman's injuries were less
serious. The stabbing occurred
during a recent rise in knife eri-
me in Britain, which is on edge
after daysof violenceas crowds
spouting anti-immigrant and
Islamophobic slogans clashed
with police. The disturbances
have been fuelled by right-wing
activists who used social media
to spread misinformation abo-
ut a mass stabbing that Killed
three girls during a Taylor
Swift-themed dance event. It
was not clear if Monday’s at-
tack had any link to the unrest,

Police had been braced for
further riots over the weekend,
but no widespread unrest emer-
ged. Ministers remained on
high alert, PM Keir Starmer’s
office said, adding its work was
not done in dealing with the fal-
lout from the violence. ap

(Retd),

LIFE IS REALLY SIMPLE,
BUT WE INSIST ON

MAKING IT COMPLICATED

- CONFUCIUS

Amid Israel-Iran tensions, US
deploys submarine to W Asia

CALLS FOR GAZA TRUCE GROW: Int'l pressure mounted Monday for a
truce in Gaza, with Britain, France and Germany issuing a joint plea for
an end to fighting between Israel and Hamas with ‘no further delay’. The
call came a day after Hamas urged mediators to implement a truce plan
presented by US Prez Joe Biden instead of holding more talks

Israeli min told US a large-scale
[ranian attack expected: Report

Washington: Israeli defence
minister Yoav Gallant told US
defence secretary Llovd Aust-
inon Sunday that Iran was ma-
king preparations for a large-
scale military attack on Israel,
Axios reporter Barak Ravid
said in a post on X, citing a so-
urce with knowledge of the
call. In a statement on Monday,
Gallant’s ministry confirmed
the call took place overnight. It
said Gallant and Austin dis-
cussed operational and strate-
gie coordination and the Israe-
limilitary’sreadiness in the fa-
ceof Iranian threats.

On Friday, an Iranian Re-
volutionary Guards deputy
commander wasquoted assa-

ving by local news agencies
that Iran was set to carry out
an order by Supreme Leader
Avatollah Ali Khamenei to
“harshly punish” Israel over
the assassination of Hamas
chief in Tehran.

Israel air force suspends
travel abroad for personnel

Israel’s air force on Mon-
day suspended travel abroad
for its service personnel, a
military spokesperson said.
The region is bracing for pos-
sibleattacksagainst Israel by
Iran and its allies. Safety in-
structions from the military
for the general public remai-
ned unchanged. reuters

up Hezbollah, Fuad Shukr, by
Israel in a strike on Beirut, ha-
ve fuelled concern the conflict
in Gaza was turning into a wi-
der West Asia war.

Iran has said the US bears
responsibility in the assassi-
nation of Hanij.feh because of

using society) case made aga-
inst Lt Gen Faiz Hameed
"the military said.

The management of Top Ci-
tv had accused Hameed of or-

chestrating a raid on its offices

and residence of its ow-
ner; Moeez Khan. As
per the petition, filed in
May 2017, Pakistan
Rangers and 1SI offici-
als had taken away va-
luables, including gold

and diamond ornaments and

money, in connection with a

purported terrorism case.

Consequently, according to

ISPR, appropriate disciplinary

action has been initiated aga-
inst Hameed under provisions

its support for Israel. Reuters
reported several US and coali-
tion personnel were wounded
in a drone attack on Friday in
Syria, in the second major at-
tack in recent days against US
forces amid soaring tensions
in West Asia. reuters

SI chief Faiz Hameed in mlhtary custody Army

of the Pakistan Army Act. “In

addition, multiple instances of
violation of Pakistan Army
Act post-retirement have also
been established,” ISPR said.
Hameed came into the glo-
bal spotlight when he was fil-
med drinking tea in the lobby
of a Kabul hotel shortly after
Taliban took over Afghanistan
in 2021, forcing the former ruler,
Ashraf Ghani, toflee. Histrans-
fer out of his ISI post had beco-
me a bone of contention betwe-
en Imran and then army chief
Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa which
ultimately ended in Imran's
ouster from office in April 2022.
Hameed had sought early reti-
rement from army in Nov 2022,

DAILY PLANET

A drﬂne view of a park transfurmed mtu a repllr:a r:hf Vincent Van
Gogh's ‘Starry Night', featuring fields of lavender, shrubs, and lakes
connected by an array of paths, a project that mirrors the celebrated
artwork in a natural setting in Visoko, Bosnia and Herzegovina

In Taliban’s Af, shop
mannequins are all
decked up but they
remain faceless

n Afghanistan’s capital, shop

windows display dazzling
ball gowns and three-piece
wedding suits — with the face
of each mannequin covered.
The morality police have asked
stores to hide the mannequins’
faces and photographs of
models, according to a clothes
seller in Kabul. “It makes the

wide by teams from ministry
for the propagation of virtue
and prevention of vice, Dressed
in long white jackets, they visit
Kabul's stores multiple times
each week. Customers and
sellers seemed unfazed by the
eerie, headless figures.

Smoking aircraft forces
runway closure in Japan
A report of white smoke
coming from a landing Singa-
pore Airlines plane forced a
runway at Japan's Narita
airport to close temporarily
on Monday, officials said,
though responders found no

Trump meltdown over crowd size raises fears of mental decline

CHEATER. She had NOBODY = bylikeningittoa “coup.” Some lingon the mediato hold him to

display ugly,” said the 22-year-  signs of fire and no one was

Faces Calls To Rejig Strategy As Poll Says
Harris Now More Trusted To Handle Eco

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Washington: Concerns about
Donald Trump's mental state is
rising in America after the for-
mer president falsely accused
his rival Kamala Harris of
using artificial intelligence to
generate fake photos of crowds
at her rallies. There are also
growing fears about the future
of democracy in the US after
Trump used his demonstrably
false allegation to demand Har-
ris be disqualified from run-
ning for White House because
using Al to fake photos consti-
tuted “election interference,”
Calls for examining

Trump’s mental fitness erup-
ted on Monday after he endor-
sed a conspiracy theory by a
MAGA follower about “fake
crowds” at Harris events,
which even Republicans ack-
nowledge have been generating
surprising energy and enthusi-
asm, and which have reported-
ly rattled the former President.

“Has anyone noticed that
Kamala CHEATED at the air-
port? There was nobody at the
plane, andshe A.l.'d" it, and sho-
wed amassive ‘crowd’ of so-cal-
led followers, BUT THEY
DIDN'T EXIST!” Trump wrote
on Truth Social, reposting a
fan's theory, alleging, “She's a

walting, and the ‘crowd’ looked
like 10,000 people! Same thing is
happening with her fake
‘crowds’ at her speeches.”
“This is the way the Demo-
crats win Elections, by CHEA-
TING — And they're even wor-
se at the Ballot Box. She should
be disqualified because the cre-
ation of a fake image is ELEC-
TION INTERFERENCE. Anyo-
ne who does that will cheat at
ANYTHING!” Trump added.
Hundreds of Harris follo-
wers and independents who at-
tended the airport reception
and her rallies responded by
posting videos and photos sho-
wing crowds at different angles
to counter the charge even as
political wveterans, including
Republican stalwarts, cringed

A protest group marches in
San Francisco on Sunday

at Trump’s meltdown. Many
are expressing fears that he is
already laying the groundwork
to contest a prospective electo-
ral defeat as he did in 2020, his
latest salvo coming after he rai-
sed doubts about whether Har-
ris’ ascent tothe nomination re-
placing Biden is constitutional

of his MAGA followers have
also questioned whether Har-
ris is eligible to run forr White
House — because she was born
to foreign students when they
were not US citizens and is
therefore an “anchor baby.”
Even Republicans on the
moderate spectrum are aghast
at the direction Trump is ta-
king, amid calls for him to bedi-
sciplined and on-message to ta-
ke on an incumbent vice-presi-
dent with the handicaps that co-
mes with being in office. While
many are urging him to re-cali-
brate, other never-Trumpers
are saying his current state is
reflective of a “mental decline"
that comesfrom beinga “malig-
nant narcissist™ and a “socio-
path.” Democrats are also cal-

the same level of scrutiny as
they held President Biden to.
The turnaround for the
worse for Trump, described by
a headline that said “frontrun-
ner is now an alse-ran,” is un-
derscored by aFinancial Times
poll that says more Americans
now trust Harris to handle the
US economy than Trump.
Amid panicked calls to re-
calibrate his campaign and
draft new advisors and strate-
gies, Trump will be sitting
down for a “live conversation”
on Monday night with Elon
Musk on X. Musk, now an
openly pro-Trump partisan,
said the event will be “Enterta-
inment Guaranteed,” while
the Trump team said it will be
the “interview of the century™

old, but *doesn’t affect sales”,
When Taliban swept back to
power in Aug 2021, it imposed
its austere interpretation of
Islamic law, including an edict
against depicting human faces.
“The environment must be Isla-
mic," said the Kabul salesman.
Women’s dresses come in
bright colours, some styles
leaving shoulders exposed or
with plunging necklines —

injured. The plane was carry-
ing 276 passengers and crew
members, local media said.
The flight reported the smoke
to the airport after landing.
Pieces of tyre were found on
the runway, the spokesman
said, adding that there was no
further information to offer
about the incident.

AROUND THE WORLD

almost all sparkling with
sequins. The dresses are
bought to be worn only in
private, at gender-segrega-
ted weddings or engagement
parties. The heads of the

With a record 22
Oscars from 59
nominations, Walt
Disney holds the
most Academy
Awards ever

mannequins are wrapped in
plastic, foil or black bags.
The rule is enforced nation-
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By “These were sensational
' from start to finish. Or dare | say: Seine-
sational Games! Dear French friends, you
have fallen in love with the Olympic Games.
And we have fallen in love with all of you.”

Olympic Games

THOMAS BACH
INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE CHIEF
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Tom Cruise Sprinkles Stardust On Dazzling
Closing Ceremony As France Celebrates
Successful Staging Of The Olympics

MISSION

POSSIBLE!

Paris: France bid a reluctant farewell
on Monday to an “enchanted” fortnight
of Olympic sport as athletes headed
home from Paris praising a dazzling edi-
tion of the Games that has breathed new
life into the biggest show on earth.

Hollywood star Tom Cruise deliv-
ered stardust at the closing ceremony
on Sunday evening — and a link with
the next Games in Los Angeles — by
abseiling into the national stadium.

The *‘Mission Impossible’ star de-
scended on a wire in front of 71,500
spectators, grabbed the Olympic flag
and jumped onto a motorbike, to the
delight of thousands of dancing ath-
letes and awe-struck fans.

The final act of the Paris Olyvmpics
brought relief that an event foreshad-
owed by worries about terror attacks,
strikes or protests had passed off with
barely a hitch. But there was also sad-
ness that two weeks of high-spirited
celebration had come to an end.

‘Keep the flame alive,” urged the front-
page headline of France's biggest sports
newspaper, L'Eguipe, which featured new

national swimming hero Leon Marchand
and urged French people to maintain the
spirit “of this enchanted fortnight”.

At the Athletes’ Village in northern
Paris, bleary-eyed athletes were packing
their bags after a late night, with the
French capital’s two main airports
braced for a huge influx of travellers and
sports equipment,

Magda Skarbonkiewicz, a Team USA
fencer, said she would return home filled
with memories of competing inside the
Grand Palais, one of the historic venues
used around the French capital.

“It’s such an iconic venue and just
nothing like I've ever seen before,” she
said. “It’s amazing to see S0 many peo-
ple care about fencing the way the
French people do.”

During Sunday night’s closing cere-
mony, which stressed the Olyvmpics’ core
message of peace and cooperation, In-
ternational Olyvmpic Committee (I0C)
president Thomas Bach had praised the
Paris Games for being “sport at its best”.

Observers had seen Paris 2024 as es-
sential for the Olympics brand as a whole,

coming after a Covid-affected edition in
Tokyo and a corruption-tainted version
in Rio de Janeiro in 2016.

Around 9,000 athletes flooded into
the Stade de France on Sunday night
for a show that featured music from
French electro act Air, guitar band
Phoenix, Belgian singer Angele and the
Cambodian rapper VannDa.

“We knew vou would be brilliant,
but you were magic,” Paris 2024 organ-
1sing chief Tony Estanguet told the
crowd during a triumphalist speech.
He said the Games had transformed “a
nation of implacable complainers” into
“unbridled supporters who don’t want
fo stop singing”.

Much of the media commentary has
focused on the uplifting impact of the
Games on the generally morose national
mood. Just weeks before the Olympics,
snap elections called by President Em-
manuel Macron delivered a hung parlia-
ment and a historic number of seats for
the far-right National Rally party,

“The Paris Games offered the capital
and the entire country more than two
weeks of fervour and happiness that
were s0 unexpected and appreciated
given that they came after a political pe-
riod dominated by the sad passions of
decline and xenophobia,” said an edito-
rial in Le Monde.

“For 17 days the stereotype of the in-

different, grumpy Frenchman went
missing,” wrote sports writer Owen Slot
in the Times newspaper, adding that
Paris had “made the Olympic Games
look more beautiful than ever before”,

The closing spectacle marked the be-
ginning of the four-year countdown to the
LA Games, and American gymnastics icon
Simone Biles joined Los Angeles mayor
Karen Bass as the Olympic flag was for-
mally handed over,

The ceremony followed 17 days of
drama-filled sporting action lit up by
Biles, American sprinter Noah Lyles,
Pakistan’s javelin King Arshad Nadeem
and casual Turkish shooter Yusuf Dikec,
who has become an Internet sensation.

They also featured a damaging gender
row about two female boxers, Imane Khe-
lif of Algeria and Taiwan’s Lin Yu-ting,
who both went on to win gold.

The last day of sporting action saw the
United States pip China for top spot in the
battle for medals after the US women's
basketball team squeezed past France 67-
66 to clinch the last gold of the Games.

The win — the eighth consecutive
Olympic women's basketball title won
by the USA — ensured the Americans
finished level with China on 40 golds
each. The USA however finished on top
of the overall medal table with a total
of 126 medals, with China in second
place on 91. arp

Diving champ Daley feels
it’s ‘right time’ to retire

London: Former Olvmpic gold medallist
Tom Daley said on Monday it was the
“right time” to retire as Britain's most
successful diver walked away from the
sport following the Paris Games.

Daley, who won five Olympic medals
during his decorated career, revealed the
decision to call time on the sport during
an interview with Vogue. The 30-vear-old
bowed out after winning silver in the
Olympic men’s synchronised 10m plat-
form in France, having clinched gold in
the same event at the Tokvo Games.

“l have to make the decision at some
point, and it feels like the right time, It's
the right time to call it a day,” Daley said.

Daley emerged as the star of British
diving after first competing at the Olym-
pics in the 2008 Beijing Games aged just
14. He won bronze at the 2012 Olympics
in London in the 10m platform, as well
as bronze in the men'’s synchronised 10m
platform in Rio 2016.

Daley had effectively retired after his
gold medal success in Tokyo, before de-
ciding to return for a fifth Olympics in
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order to compete in front of his two chil-
dren. He decided ahead of the event that
he would stop diving competitively once
he stepped out of the pool in Paris.

“It feels very, very surreal. [ felt so
ineredibly nervous going into this, know-
ing it was my last Olympics,” he said.
“There was a lot of pressure and expec-
tations. [ was eager for it to be done. It
was emotional at the end.”arp

IRISH OLYMPIAN
WIFFEN HOSPITALISED
AFTER SEINE SWIM

Paris: Irish double medal-winning
Olympian Daniel Wiffen said on Monday
he had “rushed"” to hospital in Paris with
a stomach bug two days after taking part
in the marathon swimming in the Seine
river. The 800m swimming champion and
1500m bronze medallist was meant to be
carrying the Irish flag during Sunday’s
closing ceremony, but did not appear.
“I'm incredibly disappointed,” Wiffen
wrote on X. *l rushed to hospital as | was
very unwell with a bug that | am being
treated for.” Wiffen took part in the
men’s 10km marathon swim. He did not

link his illness to the water quality. are

Plx: AR, IANS, AFP
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HERO MODE: Tom Cruise (clockwise from
left) rides a bike after being lowered on
to the Stade de France; the Golden
Voyager adds sheen; the Olympic rings
and fireworks light up the Paris sky

Memories of a lifetime

prr Manu

T e

Paris: Manu Bhaker fuelled India’s hopes
at the Olympic Games by bagging two
bronze medals, so it was only fitting that
the youngster came back from Delhi to
carry the flag along with bronze winner
and retiring hockey goalkeeper PR
Sreejesh as the curtains came at the stroke
of midnight here at the Stade de France.

Manu, who won third place in wom-
en’s 10m air pistol and team events and
narrowly missed another third place in
the women'’s 25 pistol final, enjoved every
moment of the three-hour long spectacle
in front of more than 71,500 spectators,
who filled the stands hours in advance for
the program, that started with a musical
performance followed by the entry of
flagbearers from 205 delegations.

sreejesh and Manu walked in dressed
in the official team colours with ‘India’
glittering in golden bold letters on the
back as loud applause rang from the hun-
dreds of Indians who had taken their seat
for the closing ceremony. “It was an un-
forgettable moment and I'll always cher-
1sh this day;,” Bhaker said, The 22-year-old
added that it was “such a great honour to
carry the national flag”.

Manu's only disappointment was that
she couldn’t capture some of the treas-
ured moments on her mobile phone.
*Manu lost her phone when she returned
to Delhi. She put it in airplane mode and
left it on her seat and forgot to take it
with her after landing in Delhi. It was a
big loss as it was the same phone that
was gifted to her by the official sponsor
at the Tokyo Games,” sources told TOL
“A complaint was lodged with the car-
rier and we searched in the lost-and-
found items. But Manu's mobile was not
there,” sources added.

sreejesh, meanwhile, had no such prob-
lems and he was seen clicking away after

and Reetika
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STAR STRUCK: Wrestler Reetika Hooda
poses with Cuban legend Mijain Lopez

they took turns to wave the national flag,

Wrestler Reetika Hooda was among
the lucky few in the Indian contingent
who got to stay back to be part of the
closing ceremony. “I felt very good to
represent my country in front of such
a large audience. It was a bitter sad mo-
ment for me as [ missed out on a med-
al,” said Reetika, the first Indian wres-
tler to qualify in the women'’s heavy-
weight category;

For Reetika, the big moment was not
to watch Hollywood star Tom Cruise
take the Games flag to Los Angeles but
fo meet and greet Cuban wrestling leg-
end Mijain Lopez. Lopez won his first
gold at Beijing in 2008 and he retired
here after winning his fifth straight gold
in the men’s Greco Roman 130-kg cate-
gory. “I'm not even a big fan of Bolly-
wood, so Hollywood is very far,” she said
with a smile. “But to meet and pose for
a picture with Lopez sir was a priceless
moment,” she told TOIL.

Off-beat stories

In every Summer Games, many unique sports make it
to the programme. Paris also had several fringe
disciplines which added their own flavour and colour

to the Games. Hindol Basu gives you the lowdown... ™%

f_‘ _~_'r
&4

Skateboarding made its debut appearance
at the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo. There are two

SKATEBOARDING

different skateboarding disciplines at the
Olympics: park and street. With male and

there are a total of four skateboarding
events at the Games. Park skateboarding
takes place on a varied course combining

speed and perform tricks mid-air. In the
park events, athletes compete in three
45-second runs and are judged on their

R, " B E O R

perform a wide range of tricks in
preliminary rounds and finals. The street
competition takes place on a 'street-like’
course with stairs, handrails and other
obstacles to resemble the urban

environments where skateboarding started

out. Street competitions see athletes

compete in two 45-second runs, performing

just five tricks per run in a competition of
preliminary rounds and finals.

female categories open for both disciplines,

bowils and bends, to help the athletes gather

ability to use the surfaces to gain height and

-y
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SURFING

Surfing made it onto the Olympic
programme for the Tokyo 2020 Games
and made a return to Paris 2024. The
picturesque surfing spot of Teahupo'o
in Tahiti was venue for the surfing
competition. Surfers perform
manoeuvers and tricks on a wave that
are scored by five judges based on the

variety, type and difficulty of the
tricks. Surfers are also judged on their
speed, power and flow (the way in
which a surfer seamlessly connects
their moves from one to the next).
Shortboards are the surfboards of o s Ay
choice for the Olympics. Smaller than === s
longboards, shortboards are faster ~— = s

and more manoeuverable, S

Pixnz AFP

MOUNTAIN BIKING

Mountain bike made its Olympic debut
at the Atlanta 1996 Olympics with
individual races for men and women.
French and Swiss athletes have
regularly finished on the Olympic
podium, combining for 16 of the 42
medals awarded in the discipline. The
sport at the Olympics involves two
cross-country mountain bike events:
one for women and one for men.
Riders set off from the same starting
line and contest multiple laps around a
loop on mountainous, rough terrain
that tests their technigue, endurance,
and stamina. Races feature a mass
start and, in general, multiple laps.
Riders take one to two hours to
complete an intense course full of
twists and turns, covering tens of
kilometres during the event.

-
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SPORT CLIMBING

Climbing also debuted at the Tokyo
Games. Climbing’s addition, along
with skateboarding and surfing, was
part of a movement to expand the
programme to include more urban
sports. Climbing is broken down into
three disciplines: bouldering, speed
and lead. Bouldering: Athletes
ascend a 4.5-metre wall without
ropes in a limited period of time and
in the fewest attempts possible.
Lead: Climbers go as high as they
can on a 15-metre wall in six
minutes in a single attempt. Speed:
A race against the clock, climbers
scale a 15-metre wall with a
five-degree incline.

off in solo battles.
Athletes used a

BREAKING

Breaking is an urban dance style that originated in the United
States in the 1970s. With roots in hip-hop culture, breaking first
took form in the lively block parties in the Bronx borough of
New York, and is characterized by acrobatic movements,
stylised footwork, and the key role played by the DJ and the MC
(master of ceremonies) during battles, International
competitions were first held in the 1990s,
popularising the dance form both among
hip-hop communities and the general |,
public along the way. The breaking
competition at Paris Olympics
comprises two events — one for men and
one for women — where 16
boys and 16 girls faced

combination of power moves — including
windmills, the 6-step and freezes.

3X3 BASKETBALL

Considered to be the number one urban sport in the
world, 3X3 basketball has its roots in street basketball —
a creative variation of the indoor game with a less formal
structure. Evolving from outdoor courts to the Olympics,
3X3 basketball has been structured over the years by the
International Basketball Federation (FIBA), the governing
hody responsible for developing basketball. 3X3
basketball is played on one half of a baskethall court
where two teams of three players compete. Both teams
attack and defend the same hoop, depending on who has
possession of the ball. The winner is the team with the

: highest score at the end of 10 minutes or the first team
s to reach 21 points. The three-point line in conventional
=S basketball serves as the two-point line in 3X3 basketball,
s with shots made outside the line earning two points and
those inside it one. It was at the 2020 Olympics that the
first-ever 3X3 Olympic titles were won.

(B
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SNAP SHOTS

Scheffler gets S8m bonus

Olympic champion and world No. 1 Scottie
Scheffler has pocketed $8 million for finishing
top of the Comcast Business Tour Top 10 list
that highlights season-long performance, the
PGA Tour said on Monday. Scheffler won six
tournaments during the PGA Tour's 2024
season, including four Signature events and a
second career major championship (Masters).

Atletico sign Alvarez from Man City:
Atletico Madrid signed striker Julian Alvarez
from Manchester City on Monday in a deal
reported to be worth up to 85 million euros
($93 million). "The club has reached an agree-
ment with Manchester City for the transfer of
the Argentine forward, who has signed a
contract for the next six seasons,"” said Atlet-
ico in a statement. Spanish reports say Atlet-
ico will pay 75 million euros for the forward,
with potentially 10 million more in bonuses.

Preetishines: Preetiscoredabracein
Maatrupratishtana FC's 2-0 win over Misaka
United FC in the Karnataka Women's League
football tournament in Bengaluru on Mon-
day. In another match, Rebels Women's FC
and United FC Kodagu played out a 2-2 draw.
Senorita Nongpluh scored twice for Rebels
while Ayush Malvi and Divya Rana found the
net for United FC. Results: Maatrupratishtana FC 2
(Preeti 28, 67) bt Misaka United FC O; Rebels Womens FC 2
[Senorita Nongpluh 23, 63) drow with United FC Kodagu 2
LAyush Malvi 28 Divya Rana 90+3),

St. Joseph's Boys HS prevail: St. Joseph's
Boys' High School blanked Baldwin Boys' High
School 6-0 in the Centenary Shield (U-17)
hockey tournament in Bengaluru on Monday.
Gagan Chetan sounded the boards twice,
while Brenden Vincent, Ronith Infant, Ad-
havan and Akrit Rodrigues scored one apiece.
Results: St Joseph’s Boys HS & (Brenden Vincent 3, Ronith
Infant 7, Adhavan 12, Gagan Chetan 13,19 Akrit Rodrigues 16) bt
Baldwin Boys High School O; Frank Anthomy Public Schooll
[Ronnie 27) bt Bishop Cotton BS O Vidyashilp Acadery 4
(Shikarpeeth Singh 12, 22; Sohan Kadali 28, Nived Nair 38) bt
Sarala Birla Academy @

Today's fixtures: Centenary Shield (U-I7): Vidyashilp
Academy vs Bishop Cotton BS (915am); FAPS vs Sarala Birla
Academy (10.30am). Fr. Clande D*Souza Memorial (U-12)
5-A-side: SJBHS vs Vidyashilp ‘&' (915am}); Baldwin Boys vs
FAPS (2.50am); Vidyashilp A" vs Chinmaya "B (10 30am); FAPS
v Chinmaya & (IL15am); Vidyahilp ‘B vs Baldwin Boys
(LLS0am}; Chinmaya ‘A vs Baldwin Boys (12 30pm)

Bagalkot City edge past Gameon: Ba-
galkot City Sports Club eked out a 3-2 win
over Gameon Hockey Club in the KSHA-DS
Murthy Memorial hockey tournament in
Bengaluru on Monday.

Resolts: Bagalket City SC 3 (Raghavendra Kavital 1, 10,
Shrishail Gonal 2516t Camean HC 2{Sharan 11 Sapthosh 16)
Maveen HC 2 (Naveen Kumar10,19) bt Anglo Indian HC O
Today's matches: [deal 5C vs Germanite HATL30pm),
Bagalkok City 5C vs Blue Star HC (3pm},

3 state para athletes for Paris: Karnata-
ka's Rakshitha Raju (athletics), Sriharsha
Devaraddi (shooting) and Sakina Khatun
(powerlifting) will represent India in the Paris
Paralympics, starting Aug 28. Alongside the
trio, two coaches from the state — Farman
Basha (powerlifting) and Rahul Balakrishna
{coach/ guide, athletics) — are also part of

BIG GUNS FOR DULEEP TROPHY Athanaze secures

But No Clarity On Rohit Sharma And Virat Kohli’s Participation

ManujaVeerappa@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The Duleep Trophy,
once a showpiece event on the do-
mestic calendar, has over the
yvears lost its sheen. The red-ball
contest that began in the 1961-62
season has undergone a lot of
changes, going from a five-zone
tournament to a competition
with teams chosen by BCCI se-
lectors to a pink-ball contest,
This season, the tournament
1s set to regain some of its lost
lustre with the domestic season
opener set tofeature thecream of
Indian cricket. With 10 Tests
scheduled over the next four
months, starting with a two-Test

CRICKET

series against Bangladesh next
month, the regulars and those re-
turning from injuries will test
their form in the tournament be-
ginning on September 5.

Among those who are expected
to be part of the four teams — In-
dia A, B, C and D — are Survaku-
mar Yadav, KL. Rahul, Axar Patel,
Rishabh Pant and Ravindra Jade-
ja. Thereisnoclarity on the partic-
ipation of Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli. Both haven’t played a red-
ball domestic competition in a
long time. While Kohli last fea-
tured in a Ranji Trophy match for
Delhi against Uttar Pradesh in
2012, Rohit hasn't playved after
turning up for the Gautam Gamb-
hir-led India Blue in the 2015-16 edi-

Getty Images

IN FOCUS: KL Rahul is expected to feature in the competition, starting Sept 5

tion of the Duleep Trophyv. Pacer
Jasprit Bumrah isexpected to give
it a miss along with R Ashwin,
while Mohd Shami’s participation
15 subject to him clearing fithess
tests. The return of the big guns is
in line with BCCI's new outline,
which mandates all India team
regulars to play domestic cricket
when not on national duty,

B'LURUTOHOSTONE MATCH

Inanticipation of their participa-
tion, one of the two matches of
the opening round has been
moved from Anantapurto Benga-
luru. Originally, the Rural Devel-
opment Trust Stadium and ACA
ADCA ground in Anantapur
were set to host all the matches.
Last week, the Karnataka State

Cricket Association was sounded
out by the BCCI to prepare to host
one match. One of the primary
reasons cited was the logistic is-
sues in Anantapur, which does
not have an airport. Bengaluru
(215km) and Vijaynagar airport
in Ballari (135km) are the nearest
airports. If the Indian team regu-
lars decide to play, the BCCI does
not want to put them through the
travel rigmarole.

Confirming the shift to M
Chinnaswamy stadium, KSCA
president Raghuram Bhat, told
TOI, “We were alerted by the
BCCI last week and we have con-
firmed our willingness to host
one match starting on September
a3.” In terms of pitch prepared-
ness, it will be arace against time
for the venue, which will host the
33-match KSCA Maharaja Tro-
phy T20 tournament from Aug 15
to Sept 1. But Bhat was confident
the facility would be match-ready.

“Maharaja T20 tournament
will have no bearing on the Du-
leep Trophy match. We have
enough resources to be ready for
it,” he remarked. The four-team
tournament is scheduled from
SeptHto 22,

NEPALTEAM LANDSINCITY
The Nepal team arrived in Benga-
luru on Monday to begin a two-
week training programme at the
MNational Cricket Academy here,
ahead of the Cricket World Cup
League 2 series.

draw for Windies

Port of Spain: West Indies
batsman Alick Athanaze led
home resistance as he fell
short of a maiden Test cen-
tury but still did enough to
help ensure a draw in the
first Test against South Afri-
ca at the Queen's Park Oval
in Portof Spainon Sunday,
South Africasetthe West
Indies a target of 298 to win
the match after declaring
their second innings before
lanch on the final day in a
bid to try and bow] out their
hostsandwin thefirstof the
two-Test series. But the 25-
vear-old Athanaze scored 92
asthe West Indies proved re-
silient than they had in

FIRST TEST

their first innings and held
out to tie the contest. They
were 201-5 when the rain-af-
fected match was called off
20 minutes from close with
sixoversremaining.

South  Africa scored
briskly at the start of the last
dav after resuming on 30 for
nolosswith alead of 154 runs
as they looked to set an im-
posing target and also give
themselves enough time to
bowl out the Windies in their
second innings. Tristan
Stubbs scored a maiden Test
half century with a quick-
fire 68 off 50 balls. Tony de
Zorzi added 45 and Aiden
Markram 38 before South

GRITTY: Alick Athanaze

Africadeclared on173-3 some
20 minutes before lunch.

Spinner Keshav Maharaj
opened the bowling and
Kraigg Braithwaite tried to
slog a six off his third ball,
slicing it high and being
caught by Stubbs at extra cov-
er. The Windies slumped to
18-2 when Mikyle Louis went
fornine, snagged by thespeed
of Kagiso Rabada, before
Maharaj bagged the wickets
of debutant Keacy Carty (31)
and Kavem Hodge (29).

South Africa needed six
more wickets in the last ses-
sion but Athanaze, together
with Jason Holder, held firm
with a 65run fifth wicket
partnership. Holder was not
out on 31, along with Joshua
da Silva on two when time
was called. Brief scores: South
Afriea: 357 & 173-3 decl, (Tristan Stublbs
&8, Tony de Zorzi 45, Aiden Markram 38;
Jome! Warrican 2-57) drew with West
Indles 2332 & 201-5 (Alick Athanaze 92,
Keacy Carty 31, Jason Holder 31 noo; Kesh-
av Maharaj 4-38). AGENCIES

Virat & Rohit have alot of  “Thorpe took his own life’

London: Former England
ericketer Graham Thorpe
took his own life after suffer-

cricket left, says Harbhajan

New Delhi: Former India great
Harbhajan Singh believes that Vi-
rat Kohli with his supreme fithess
can easily survive the rigours of
international cricket for another
five years while Test and ODI cap-
tain Rohit Sharma will last at least
another couple of yvears.

“Rohit can easily play for two
more years. You never know with

QUOTE UNQUOTE

Virat Kohli's fithess, you can see
him competing for five years. He is
probably the fittest guy in the
team,” Harbhajan told PTI. “You
ask any 19-yvear-old competing with
Virat (on fitness). Virat will beat
him. He is that fit. 1 believe Virat
and Rohit have alotof cricket left in
them and it isentirely uptothem. If

STAR DUO: Kohli (right) and Rohit

need both of them. “Red ball crick-
et, vou really need these two guys
to play a little bit more than what
people are asking. You need expe-
rience in all formats whether its
limited overs cricket and Test
cricket. You need experienced
cricketers to nurture the talent
that 1s coming up. “Selectors need
to see, that if someone 1s not per-
forming well, they should be drop-
ped. Whether they are senior play-
ersorjuniors. Butaslongasevery-

they are fit enough, they are per-
forming and the team is winning,
they should continue to play. As
simple as that,” the man with 700
plus international wickets said.
Harbhajan believes that Test
cricket is one format where you

one isfit, they should be ableto get
selected in the team.”

He further said: “And if they
are not contributing in any man-
ner, whether its fitness or number
of runs, then the time has come.
They should be making way for
the youngsters.” en

ingfromdepressionandanx-
iety, his wife Amandasaidon
Monday. Tributes poured in
last week after it was an-
nounced that Thorpe had
died at the age of 55.
Amanda Thorpe has now
told The Times newspaper:
“For the past couple of years

TRAGIC END

Graham had been suffering
from major depression and
anxiety. Thisled him tomake
a serious attempt on his life
in May 2022, which resulted
in a prolonged stay in an in-
tensive care unit.

“Despite having a wife
and two daughters whom he
loved and who loved him, he
did not get better. He was so

Graham Thorpe

unwell in recent times and
he really did believe that we
would be better off without
him. We are devastated that
he acted on that and took his
own life. “Despite glimpses
of hope and of the old Gra-
ham, he continued to suffer

the Indian contingent.

TAKE THAT: Andrey Rublev defeated Matteo Arnaldi in straight sets

Rublev to face
Popyrin for title

Andrey Rublev powered
' into his second ATP
d Masters 1000 final of
the season on Sunday as he
lined up a title match against
Alexei Popyrin in Montreal.
Fifth seed Rublev, who won
the Madrid Masters title in
May, overcame a two-hour
rain interruption as he beat
[taly’s Matteo Arnaldié-4, 6-2
in theirsemifinal.

He faces off on Monday
evening for the trophy
against Australian Popyrin,
who put out last week's ATP
Washington winner Sebas-
tian Korda 7-6 (7-0), 6-3 in 92
minutes. Rublev has had a
patchy 2024, melting down

TENNIS

several times on court In
frustration with hisplayand
being disqualified last Feb-
ruary in Dubai for blowing
upatalinesman.

But the Russian, who
skipped the Paris Olympics
to be prepared for the North
American hardcourts that
continue next week in Cin-
cinnati, said he made the
right scheduling choice.

“That was the plan, to be
set for the US Open,” he
said. “l guess if I'm in the fi-
nals of Montreal, it must be
working.” Rublev will be
competing in the sixth Mas-
ters final of his career and
tuned up for the title bid by

knocking out top-seeded
world No.1Jannik Sinnerin
a Saturday quarterfinal.

PEGULA IN FINAL
Defending champion Jessi-
ca Pegula advanced to the
WTA Toronto Masters final
on Sunday by defeating Dia-
na Shnaider 6-4, 6-3, giving
herachancetobe theevent's
first back-to-back winner
since 2000, Sixth-ranked
Pegula eliminated the 24th-
ranked Russian in 83 min-
utestobook anall-American
final on Monday against
Amanda Anisimova, who
ousted US eighth seed Em-
ma Navarro 6-3, 2-6, 6-2,
Pegula, trvingforthefirst
Canadian repeat since Mar-
tina Hingis in 1999-2000, is 2-0
against Anisimova, most re-
cently winning in April at
Charleston. “She’s probably
one of the biggest, cleanest
ball strikers I've ever played
against, so when she's on it
can be really tough,” Pegula
said of Anisimova.
Results: ATP Montreal: Semis: 5-An-
drey Rubley (Rus) bt Matteo Arnaldi {1ta)
&-4, 6-2; Alexei Popyrin(Aus) bt Korda 7-&
(7-0), 63,
Quarters: Popyrin bl 4-Hubert Hurkacz
[Pol) 3-6, T-6 (7-5), 7-5; Sehastian Korda
[(US} bt Z-Alexander Zvorcy [(Ger) 7-8
(7-5), 1-65, 64
WTA Toranto {Semis): 3-Jessica Pegula
(US) bt 14-Diana Shnaider {Rus) 6-4, 6-3;
Amanda Anisimova (U5 bt 8-Emma Na-
varro (US) 6-3, 2-6, 6-2. AGENCIES

Spain’s Alcaraz eyes

year-end No. 1 spot

L% back Grand Slam titles
4 M\ andasilvermedal atthe
Paris Olympics, world No. 3
Carlos Alcarazsaid oneof his
key goals for the rest of the
season is to finish as the top-
ranked player in the world.

The 2l1-year-old French
Open and Wimbledon cham-
pion, who lost a thrilling
Olympic final to Novak Djo-
kovic, returnstoactionatthis
week's Cinecinnati  Open,
where he can gain ground on
the Serb and Italian Jannik
Sinner. Alcaraz is 450 points

RACE TO TURIN

behind world No. 1 Sinner in
the ATPliveracetotheseason
finale in Turin, the separate
yvear-to-date standings that
serve as ameasuring stick for
the yvear-end No. 1 battle.
*Obviously being No.lisa
goal every time that I'm (be-
hind) and the race is an im-
portantranking for me. Atthe
end of the year if you end the
race No. 1, in the rankings it’s
quite similar, so you're going
toend No.1,” Alcaraz said.
“So, I'm focused on that.

%ﬁel‘ capturing back-to-

e

LOOKING AHEAD: Carlos Alcaraz

I'm focused on going to every
tournament, thinking about
playing great tennis, doing a
zood result just to get better in
therace. This year, ending the
yvearasNo.lisoneof mymain
goalsright now.”

Last wear's Cincinnati
runner-up, Alcaraz will begin
his campaign against Gael
Monfils or Alexel Popyrin as
he returns to hardcourt ten-
nis for the first time since re-
aching the Miami quarterfi-
nals in March. “I'm really ex-
cited to play here again. Obvi-
ously great memories from
last year, reaching the final,
losing a really tight and epic
match (to Diokovie),” Alearaz
said. Djokovic withdrew from
Cincinnati after his Qlvmpic
iriumph. acencies

Masato fancied
for main event

Tines News NETWORK

Mysuru: Masato, from the
stables of Prasnna Kumar
and to be ridden by Suraj Nar-
redu, will garner the maxi-
mum support in the Mysore
Colts Trial Stakes 2024, the
feature event of the races to
be run over a distance of sev-
en furlongs here on Tuesday
Darius  Byramji-trained
Ranguelino (Akshay Kumar

HORSE RACING

up) looks to be the next best.
Firstrace starts at 1.45pm.

L Red Rufus Plate (Div-II} 1400M:
Deemed To Fire 1, Shooting Venus 2, 2. Re-
publican Plate 2000M: Mastery L She's
Unstoppalkle 2,

3. Red Rufus Plate (Div-1)1400M: Vandan

7. Hiriyur Plate 1400M: Favishing Form 1
Sir Calculus 2.

B. Kinski Plate (Div-I1) IIOOM: Reap The
Bounty L Mystical Merlin 2.

Day's best: Queen Star,

Jackpet: 4,5, 6,788

First Treble: 1 2 & 3 Second Treble: 3, £ &
5, Third Treble: &, 7 &8

SIDDHARTH WINS FEATURE
M Srinivas Reddy-trained

from depressionand anxiety,
which at times got very se-
vere. We supported himas a
family and he tried many,
many treatments but unfor-
tunately none of them really
seemed to work.,

“Graham was renowned
as someone who was very
mentally strong on the field
and he was in good physical
health. But mental illness is
a real disease and can affect
anvone.” Thorpe wasamain-
stay in the England set-up for
the majority of his life, first
as a batter between 1993 and
2005 and then for 12 years in
various coaching roles.

A stylish and fluid top-or-
der batter, Thorpe played 100
Tests for England. He scored
16 hundreds, includingon de-
but against Australia at
Trent Bridge. acencies
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GRAHAM THORPE'S WIFE REVEALS THAT THE FORMER
ENGLAND CRICKETER TOOK HIS OWN LIFE ON AUG 5 AFTER
BATTLING DEPRESSION & ANXIETY FOR SEVERAL YRS, P 18

Roads flooded, traffic hit, 6 hurt

74mm In 24hrs:
More Rain Likely
Over Next 2 Days

Tines News NETWORK

Bengaluru: ‘Manic Monday’
couldn’t perhaps have held
out a more potent real-life
imagery for Bengalureans as
the city woke up to a ‘wet, wet,
wet’ start to the week. A re-
lentless downpour in the wee
hoursleft several roads water-

» MORNING MAYHEM: P 2

Key underpasses in Bengaluru, including the Jat.radeva underpass (above),
Panathur Railway Underpass, Varthur Kodi Road, Bannerghatta Road and
Adugodi Road saw major waterlogging on Monday morning

logged, throwing office-bo-
und traffic haywire, inunda-
ting low-lying areas, bringing
down 20 trees and leaving six
people injured in a treefall.
The rain that began aro-
und 2am continued for rough-
Iy four hours. BEMP received
30complaints of waterlogging
and inundation. Indian Mete-
orological Department said
its city observatory on Palace
Road recorded 74mm of rain

IN THE COURTS

» SC refuses to entertain PIL
seeking a probe into hurried
cancellation of UGC-NET,
saying ‘if we entertain this
petition, it will result in utter
chaos...' | Flap inside

> Consumer court awards
75L to a garment salesman
after an improper tightening
of screws during a surgery
leads to extensive pain | P 2
> T3-year-old sentenced

to life imprisonment by a
special court for Pocso cases
in Shivamogga for raping a
9-year-old girl | P 4

> SC takes exception to UP
CM's office flouting its order
for premature release of a
prisoner, demands to know
officer responsible for it | P9

» Why not childcare leave
to single dads on par with
women, Calcutta HC asks
Bengal govt, says father
equally responsible for
raising his children | P9

> Delhi HC grants interim
protection from arrest till Aug
21 to former 1AS probationer
Puja Khedkar | P 9

Man smuggling
exotic wildlife held :

( “ustoms  officials at
+Chennal  airport ar-
rested Mohamed Meera
Sardharali, who arrived
from Bangkok, for smug-
gling exotic wildlife. The
seizure included an array
of animals including a gib-
bon monkey, Sunda flying
lemurs, Indo-Chinese box
turtles. green-tree pythons,
awhite-lipped pythonanda
red-foot tortoise. P11

8 held in Kathua for
terrorist ‘support’

&K police have arrested

eight suspected associates
of terroristsfor their alleged
involvement in providing lo-
gistic support in recent at-
tacks in the Kathua-Bani-
Kishtwar belt, including the
ambush on an Army patrol
in the remote Machedi forest
on Julv & that killed five sol-
diers. The arrests were made
based on technical and hu-
man intelligence.

withinaspanof 24 hoursuntil
gam. Elsewhere, HAL airport
received 34dmm, while KIA re-
ceived 9.8mmof rain.

“We had provided a predic-
tion report to BEMP and thede-
puty CM, regarding monsoon
showers, but they failed to heed
our warnings,” said a senior
KSNDMC official, adding:
“Thecity islikely to experience
maore rain over the next two da-
vae.” The deputy CM inspected

therain-hitareas. BS Prahalad,
engineer-in-chief, BEME said:
“Due to the prolonged, low-in-
tensity rainfall, there was wa-
terlogging at 180 locations.
Fortunately, there hasn’'t been
any severe inundation”

In view of the heavy rain,
traffic cops switched intoalert
mode before dawn and took to
social media to guide citizens
onnavigating the flooded stre-
etsand ensure their safety.

as torrential rain pounds B'luru

High alert in
dists; CM to hold
review meeting

Bengaluru: The Met depart-
ment has issued warnings for
heavy rainfall across Benga-
luru, Central Karnataka,
Malnad, the coastal districts,
and areas bordering Karna-
taka and Maharashtra, from
Wednesday onwards.

IMD has also sounded an
alert on likely waterlogging
and flash floods that could
potentially disrupt normal
life in these areas. In respon-
se to these warnings, the sta-
te zovt has issued high alerts
for districts that are likely to
be affected. Chief minister
Siddaramaiah is scheduled
tohold ameeting Wednesday
to review the disaster mana-
gement preparedness and
discuss further precautiona-
Y MEeasures. TNy

» Min: Shift people, P 2

Markets shrug off Sebi row as
Congress and BJP slug it out

New Delhi: Amid a political
slugfest over the latest Hin-
denburg report, Dalal Sireet
discounted the short-seller’s
charges against 5Sebi chair-
person Madhabi Puri Buch,
her husband Dhaval Buch
and their alleged links with
the Adani probe, closing 57
points lower in volatile trade.

Unlike Jan 2023, when the
report on Adani group se-
verely eroded the conglom-
erate’s market cap, on Mon-
day, the group’s shares lost
between (0.7% (Adani Power)

» FULL COVERAGE: P12 & 15

and 4.1% (Adani Wilmar).
But three days after it was
released, Congress used the
report to attack the govt and
reiterated its demand for a
JPC probe. It threatened to
launch a nationwide stir
while seeking Buch's resigna-
tion. BJP hit out at the opposi-
tion for endorsing the short-

Recent revelations raise

disturbing questions
about Sebi integrity and conduct
in investigating the Adani mega
scam... At a minimum, the Sebi
chairperson must resign to
restore the regulator’s integrity

The illusion that Sebi
chairperson and her husband
had separated their finances
lies shattered by the revelation
that after joining Sebi, she
transacted in the fund from her
personal email account on Feb
25, 2018. Clearly, no institution
is sacrosanct in Amrit Kaal
-Jairam Ramesh | Eﬂngl

After being rebuffed by people
of India, Congress, its allies and
toolkit gang have mmpimd

to usher in economic

in India. Hindenburg report is
released on Saturday, there's
uproar on Sunday so that market
is destabilised on Monday

Do you know this gentleman,
George Soros, who runs
propaganda against India?...
He is the main investor
(in Hindenburg). In their
pathological hatred for Modi,
Congress has developed hatred
for India itself

—Ravi Shankar Prasad | BJP

seller’'s attack, with Ravi
Shankar Prasad alleging that
it was part of a plan to desta-
bilise India backed by curren-
cy speculator George Soros.
Union minister Jyotiradi-
tya Scindia and Girira) Singh
toojoinedin. “Thisisagangto
defame the country Rahul
(Gandhi) and Jairam Ra-

mesh. Hindenburg defames
us. We will not tolerate this in-
sult to the nation. Now, stric-
test action will be taken
against Hindenburg,” Singh
said. From the other side,
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh claimed that
“no institution was sacro-
sanct in Amrit Kaal”. vww
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I8 admission row: 17 colleges

- in K'taka asked to surrender
MBBS seats from NRI quota

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesofindia.com

Bengalurw: In a major blow
to 17 private medical colleges
that were allegedly engaged
in seat blocking in 2018, the di-
rectorate of medical educa-
tion has asked them to hand
over an equal number of
MBES seats from their NEI
gquota to the state govt quota
forthe current academic year.

The direction is based on
a Karnataka HC order that
was issued on April 25.

In 208, several colleges
were involved in seat block-
ing. When the Rajiv Gandhi
University of Health Sciences
took action against students
who obtained seats through
unlawful means by refusing
to approve their admissions
and barred them from wri-
ting exams, the students so-

“ ..Medical colleges in
collusion with a select
group of students have
indulged in manipulating
practices to secure
admissions. These practices
invalve blocking of seats...
Such actions not only
undermine the sanctity

of the admission process
but also compromise the
guality and integrity of
medical education —HC

ught relief from the court.

In the multiple cases it
heard, the court allowed the
students to write the exam
but it decided to penalise the
colleges by ordering them to
surrender an equal number
of NRIseatsto the state guo-
ta in the next academic year.

»‘Give undertaking’, P 4

jay Mahapatra.

ED seeks clarity

from apex court
on role of HCs in
coal scam cases

New Delhi: A decade after
Supreme Court cancelled il-
legal allotment of coal
blocks, mostly by the UPA
govt, Enforcement Directo-
rate on Monday sought clari-
ty from the apex court on its
decision barring high courts
from entertaining accused’s
appeals against trial court
decisions, reports Dhanan-

Additional solicitor ge-
neral Aishwaryva Bhatitolda
bench of Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud and Justices J
B Pardiwala and Manoj Mis-
ra that two three-judge ben-
ches, in their rulings of July
2014 and July 2017, had bar-
red accused from moving
HCs against proceedings be-
fore the special CBI judge to
expedite the trial.

» Debate on rights, P 11

"1IT-M INDIA'S BEST EDU INSTITUTE, 1iSc TOP UNIVERSITY"
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lIT-M and lISc retain top NIRF
slots; Hindu springs surprise

DU Jumps To  DEGREES OF EXCELLEHCE

6th From 11th
Position In
Univ Category

Manash.Gohain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Indian Institute
of Technology-Madras con-
tinues to shine in the Nation-
al Institute Ranking Frame-
work (NIRF), securingthe top
spot in both the overall and
engineering categories for
the sixth and ninth consecu-
tive years, respectively. Simi-
larly, Indian Institute of Sci-
ence Bangaloreretains its po-
sition as the best university
forthe ninth vear inarow,

However, in a surprising
turn, Hindu College has un-
seated Miranda House, end-
ingits seven-vearstreakasthe
top college. 5t Stephen’s Col-
lege, after a two-vear absence
from the top 10, has made a
comeback, sharing the third
position with Ramakrishna
Mission Vivekananda Cen-
tenary College, West Bengal.

In NIRF 2024, II'Ts and IS¢
continue to dominate across
various categories, much like
they do in global rankings.
IIT-Bombay has been ranked
as the top institute for innova-
tion, while IISc Bangalore
leads in research.

The overall category, a
core component of the India
rankings, 1s overwhelming-
ly dominated by 1ITs. Eight
of the top 10 institutions are
IITs, with the All India Insti-

SC junks PIL
seeking probe
into UGC-NET

cancellation

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Pan-India examin-
ations have of late been wit-
nessing an uncanny trend of
getting vetted by the SC, which
on Monday refused toentertain
a PIL seeking a probe into hur-
ried cancellation of UGC-NET
on June 19 following certain so-
cial media messages about
question paperleak.

A PIL petitioner through se-
nior advocate Devashish Bha-
ruka told a bench of Chief Jus-
tice DY Chandrachud, and Jus-
tices J B Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra that the CBI has now giv-
en a report that the social
media messages about alleged
leakage of question paper were
fake ones. “UGC did not even
check theveracity of theclaims
and hurriedly cancelled the
Juniftestaday later;” he said.

The CJl-led bench said
nearly 9 lakh students are ap-
pearing for the UGC-NET ex-
amination. *Wearenot in a per-
fect world. If we entertain this
petition, it will result in utter
chaos and create uncertainties
for 9 lakh candidates. Some-
times, we (the courts) should
exercise restraint. We are just
10 days away from the exam.
Candidates must have pre-
pared hard to appear in the ex-
amination,” the bench said.

Refusing to intervene with
the UGC-NET examination,
now scheduled for Aug 21, for
determining the eligibility of
candidates for ‘assistant pro-
fessor’ as well as ‘junior re-
search fellowship and assist-
ant professor’ In universities,
the bench said the govt might
have decided to cancel the
UGC-NET exam on June 19 as
at that time it was facing the
controversy over alleged
question paper leak in NEET-
UG and did not want to give
rise to another controversy.
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tute of Medical Sciences( Al-
IMS) Delhi at seventh place
and Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity (JNU) at tenth. Nota-
bly, there has been minimal
change in the top 10 over the
past five vears, except for Al-
IMS entering and Banaras
Hindu University (BHU)
dropping out in 2022,

While IIT-Madras, IISc,
and IIT-Bombay claim the
top three spots in the overall
category, Manipal Academy
of Higher Education, ranked
11th, is the highest-ranked
private university. Seven pri-
vate universities feature in
the top 25 of thiscategory,

The ninth edition of
NIRF was released on Mon-
day, The number of higher
education institutions par-
ticipating rose from 3,565 in
2016 to 10,845 in 2024. The
rankings now encompass 16
categories and subject do-
mains, up from four in 2016.
NIRF assesses institutions
based on five broad parame-
ters: teaching, learning and

resources; research and pro-
fessional practice; gradua-
tion outcomes; outreach and
inclusivity: and perception.

In the university category,
DU made significant pro-
gress, jumping from 11th to6th
place. DU also has six colleges
in the top 10 and 26 in the top
100, ITSc, JNTU, and Jamia Mil-
lia Islamia are the top three
mniversities, Three private in-
stitutions — Manipal Acade-
my of Higher Education, Am-
rita Vishwa Vidyvapeetham,
and Vellore Institute of Tech-
nology—areamong the top10,
with nine private universities
inthe top 20 overall.

Siksha ‘0" Anusandhan,
Bhubaneswar, improved its
ranking to 14th in the univer-
sity category and made it into
the top25overall, emerging as
the top ranked HEI in Odisha.
It also retained its position in
the top 10 dental sciences in-
stitutions in the country
ranked 9th nationally,

Unioneducation minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, while

releasing the rankings, said
that knowing the quality, per-
formance and strengthsof an
academic institution “is a
right of students and par-
ents. Therefore, all the 58,000
HEIs in the countrv must
come under the ranking and
rating framework”.

The ranking report noted
that most research activity is
concentrated within the top
100 institutions across vari-
ous categories, though it also
pointed out that many general
degree colleges are increas-
ingly active in research and
publications. However, it
highlighted a significant chal-
lenge: the majority of faculty
with doctoral qualifications
are concentrated in these top
institutions, leaving others at
a disadvantage. The report
underscored the critical role
that mentorship during doc-
toral training plavs in prepar-
ing faculty for teaching ca-
reers in higher education.

In the college category, 63
of the top 100 institutions are
from Tamil Nadu (37) and
Delhi(26). Nine IITsare in the
topten list for engineering col-
leges with IIT-Madras being
at the top for the ninth consec-
utive year in the category IIT-
Delhi and II'T-Bombay also re-
tained their second and third
spot respectively. NIT-Tiru-
chirapalli is the only non-IIT
inthe topten list

In pharmacy, Jamia Ham-
dard rose to the top spot from
its second position last vear
while the National Institute
of Pharmaceutical Educa-
tion and Research, Hydera-
bad slipped to the second
rank. BITS Pilani retained its
third position in the category.

ON GUARD AHEAD OF |- DAY

e N

Ahead of lndepenﬁence day, Army carries out a s.ecunty n:heck near the Line of Control in J&K's Rajouri
district on Monday even as police arrested eight suspected associates of terrorists for their alleged
involvement in providing logistic support in the recent attacks in the Kathua-Bani-Kishtwar belt, including
the ambush on an Army patrol in the remote Machedi forest on July & that killed five soldiers

‘Dead for a decade’, UP teacher

Sanjib Chakraborty | Tun

Jound doing maths at Petrapole

Petrapole: The tense Indo-
Bangla Petrapole border in
North 24-Parganas, where
both Bangladeshi and Indi-
an citizens have gathered
due to the current turmeoil
in the neighbouring coun-
try, was scene of an unusual
eventrecently.

Last week, locals found a
man in hisearly 40s inragged
clothes solving mathemati-
cal problems with a stick on
wet soil under a tree near Pe-
trapole Bazar. Locals alerted
police, given the situation.
Upon probe, police found that
the man, who seemed disori-
ented, was one Amit Kumar
Prasad.a mathematicsteach-
er from UP’s Gorakhpur, who
has been missing for over a
decade.

Local police, with the help
of Ham radioenthusiasts, re-
united Prasad with his fam-
ily on Monday. His father, Ga-
ma Prasad, came tothe Petra-
pole Police Station with his
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BSF personnel at Petrapole border

relatives from Bargo in Go-
rakhpur on Monday, mark-
ing an end to years of search
for him. Family members
said Prasad used to teach
maths at a school in their
home town for several years
before he went missing.
Gama Prasad said; “Be-
sides teaching students at
the school, my son taught
mathematics to more than
250 students from poor fam-
ilies in at least five neigh-
bouring villages — free of
cost, His love for mathemat-
ics began during childhood

and he started teaching
early. Later, he suffered
from a mental ailment and
went missing. We looked for
him for years, allin vain. We
never expected to see him
alive after so many vears.”

Parimal Roy, a Ham radio
operator, told TOI: “Locals
found him solving some
mathematical equations on
wet soil. When they asked
him for his identity, he didn't
reply and went further away
to the riverbank and contin-
ued solving equations. He
told them to leave him alone,
in Hindi, after they persisted
in questioning him, at which
they informed the police.”

Ambarish Nag Biswas,
secretary of West Bengal
Radio Club, told TOI: “Po-
lice contacted us to help lo-
cate Prasad’s family. I spoke
to the man and circulated
his photo in the network of
Ham radio operators across
Indiatostartasearchforhis
family Later, we gotin touch
with hisfather”

At 41L, Jan-May foreign tourist arrivals up 9%

Ambika.Pandit
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Between Janu-
ary to May this vear, 40.7 lakh
foreign tourists have visited
the country as compared to
37.3 lakh during the same pe-
riod last year, registering a
erowth of 9.1%. Foreign ex-
change earnings for the same
period till May were Rs 1.08
lakh crore as compared to Rs
88,441 crorelast year, register-
ing a growth of nearly 22.5%
The data was shared hy
govt in response to a written
question in Lok Sabha dur-
ing the monsoon session of
Parliament that concluded
last week. The govt has also
shared findings of a studv to
assess the impact of the pan-
demic on the tourism sector
at the peak of the pandemic

Foreign exchange earning for Jan-May was Rs 1.08 lakh crore as
compared to Rs 88,441 crore |ast year, up nearly 22.5%

and the measures taken to
steer arecovery.

Sharing the statistics for
May this yvear, tourism minis-
ter Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat said that foreign tourist
arrivals (FTAs) in were at 6
lakh as compared to 5.9 lakh
in May 2023 signalling a

growth of 0.3%. Foreign ex-
change earnings (FEEs) dur-
ing the same period were Rs
17,762 crore as compared to Rs
17,206 crore in May 2023 regis-
tering a growth of 3.2%.

He said the trend high-
lighted indicate a positive
impact on the overall eco-

nomic growth and develop-
ment of thetourismsectorin
the country. “The data shows
a consistent increase in
FTAs and (FEEs) suggesting
a robust and expanding tou-
rism industry,” he said.

The minister also shared
data for the last three vears
that shows that while in pan-
demic year 2021 the number
of foreign tourist visitors to
India stood at 10.54 lakh 1t
shot up to 85.87 lakh in 2022
and provisional data for 2023
showsthat over1.92 crore for-
eign visitors came to India.

Responding to another
question, the tourism minis-
ter also shared the findings of
astudy— "India and the Coro-
navirus Pandemic: Economic
Losses for Households En-
gaged inTourismand Policies
for Recovery -PhaseII".




To Get All The Popular Newspapers.
Type in Search Box of Telegram

@sharewithpride

If You Want to get these Newspapers Daily at earliest

English Newspapers»»

Indian Express, Financial Express, The Hindu, Business Line, The Times of India, The Economic Times,
Hindustan Times, ET wealth, Business Standard, First India, Mint, Greater Kashmir, Greater Jammu, The
Himalayan, The Tribune, Brill Express, The Sikh Times, Avenue Mail, Western Times, Millennium Post, The
Statesman, State Times, The Pioneer, Hans India, Free Press, Orissa Post, Mumbai Mirror, Mid-Day, Deccan
Chronicle, Deccan Herald, Telangana Today, Financial Times, The Asian Age, The Telegraph, Oheraldo, Gulf of
Times, The New York Times, The Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, USA Today, The Wall Street Journal,

The Guardian, The Times

Hindi Newspapers»»
3R 31T, ST, & AR, ISCT HERT, THITESR, SllehardT

Others»»

Hindi & English Editorial, Employment News, Malayalam Newspapers, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Gujarati

Type in Search box of Telegram  https//tme/viegarines sssoosose2  And
you will find a Channel named @Lalit712 join it and recei\
daily editions ofall popular epapers at the earliest

Or

you can click on this link

https://t.me/sharewithpride


https://t.me/daily_news_hub
https://t.me/sharewithpride
https://t.me/sharewithpride
https://t.me/Magazines_8890050582
https://t.me/sharewithpride
https://t.me/sharewithpride

	new NEWS ADD.pdf
	If You Want to get these Newspapers Daily at earliest
	Hindi Newspapers»»
	दैनिक जागरण, राजस्थान पत्रिका, दैनिक भास्कर, दिव्यभास्कर,  हिंदुस्तान, नवभारत टाइम्स, बिज़नस स्टैंडर्ड,
	अमर उजाला, जनसत्ता, द पायोनीर, राष्ट्रीय सहारा, प्रभातखबर, लोकसत्ता


